IN THE COURTS

» Madras HC quashes
punishment imposed on a
constable for sporting a beard
in accordance with his religious
beliefs, ruling that disciplinary
action was ‘shockingly
disproportionate’ | P8

> Bombay HC directs RPO to
reissue a Mumbai resident a
passport after it rejected

his application on a wrong
police verification report | P 10
> A Delhi court acquits a

man accused of rape, stating
that the victim's testimonies
are neither clear, cogent,
credible, nor trustworthy | P7

Gang guns down
Trinamool man
at Bengal dhaba

yapi Ray (36), a Trinamool
member, was shot dead
and another seriously woun-
ded whenagangof eighttol0
people fired at them while
they were dining at a roadsi-
de dhaba at Islampur in
Bengal’s Uttar Dinajpur: Bu-
siness rivalry could be the
murder motive, sources sa-
id. The killing sparked spo-
radic protests on Sunday. P8

City woman, BSES
staffer electrocuted

woman, whowenttoaho-

spital to visit her son Sa-
turday, died of electrocution
in a waterlogged street in
Bhajanpura. In another inci-
dent, a BSES staffer check-
ing a pole in Mohan Garden
was electrocuted. P2

3 die digging in Guj
illegal coal mine

hree men died of asphyx-

iation as toxic gas leaked
while they were digging in
an illegal coal mine at Muli
taluka in Gujarat’s Surend-
ranagar district Saturday
evening. None of them was
wearing safety gear. P9

Do not miss
Education Times,

a 4-page pullout
with today's issue

Increase in TDS/TCS
entries irks taxpayers

\\_.'lth FMs routinely ad-

ding transactions requ-
iring tax deduction at source
or tax collected at source,
number of entries requiring
TDS/TCS is close to the half-
century mark, creating a hea-
dache for taxpavers. P15

4 of family among 5
killed in Bihar crash

l: ive people, including four
members of a family, we-
re Killed and seven others in-
jured when their SUV cras-
hed into a truck in Bihar's
Kishanganj district early
Sunday. Three children were
among the deceased. P12

CUET-UG retest on
July 19 for 1k students

[ \]ut of Lo CUET-UG aspi-
/rants for whom NTA is
conducting a retest on July
19, 250 candidates are from
Oasis Public School in Haza-
ribagh, the same school that
was under the lens for NE-
ET-UG paperleak. P8

PM Modi crosses 100m followers on X,
cementing his position as the most followed
active politician globally on the social
networking site. His handle has witnessed
growth of 30m followers in 3 years, P 10

Donald Trumps Deat
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while fast bowler Mukesh Kumar picks
his career-best figures of 4/22 in the

in the final game to win series 4-1, P17

Sanju Samson smashes his second T20lI fifty,

format as India beat Zimbabwe by 42 runs

Indian cricket board to release
z1cr in financial assistance to
ex-cricketer and coach Anshuman
Gaekwad, who has been battling
blood cancer for over a year, P 17

m Bullet Pierces Ear At Rally m Secret Service Kills Shooter m 1 Rallygoer Dead, 2 Injured

Chidanand Rajghatta | Tnn

Washington:; Donald Trump,
'S ex-president and Republic-
an candidate for this year's pr-
esidential election, escaped by
centimetres an assassination
attempt during arally in Penn-
sylvania on Saturday, convul-
sing an already turbulent poli-
tical scene in America.
Bulletsfired by alone gun-
man positioned on a nearby
rooftop nicked Trump’s right
ear and bloodied it — he was
later said to be “fine and in
great spirits” — buta 50-yvear-
old man, besides the assai-

lant who was immediately

shot dead by the Secret Servi-
ce, was killed in the incident.

: Two other rallygoers were

critically injured.
In iconic images immedia-
tely flashed across the world, a

: fearless Trump, breaking free

»EDIT PAGE: Trump’s
Moment/Shot That'll
Divide America More

from a huddle of Secret Servi-

ce agents protecting him, rai-
sed a clenched fist with blood
streaking across his cheek.

The indelible moment, conse-

crated into campaign mer-
chandise within hours of the
incident, inflamed and galva-
nised Trump's supporters,
and is expected to power him
back to the White House.

The shooter was identified
as Thomas Matthew Crooks
(20). His father, Matthew, told
CNN he was trying to figure
out “what the hell 15 goingon”
but would “wait until I talk to
law enforcement” before spea-
king. Reported to be an outst-
anding student, images of Th-
omas wearing glasses, braces,
and a stars-and-stripes T-shirt
emerged after the shooting.

Amid swirling conspiracy
theories about it being an “in-

Gelty Images AR

DOWN & BACK UP: 'FIGHT', SAYS DEFIANT DON |

Trump drops to the ground (L) after being shot at. He then stands up and pumps his fist, making for an instantly iconic picture

» At 6.02pm Saturday, Donald
Trump takes the stage. Soon,

crouches behind the lectern

2 spectators spotan armed man | .5 5op is heard and a woman
atop a building, raise alarm screams. 8 shots fired in all.

» Shots ring out at 6.08pm. Agents neutralise shooter
Trump grabs his right ear with

his hand. More shots heard ;M ::iillr: im,f:;:nts try

» Secret Service agents cover
him, shout: ‘Get down’. Trump

ushering him offstage. ‘Wait,
wait, wait,' he tells them

» 17 seconds after the 1st shot,

» Trump pumps his fist and = PM Modi says he's
says ‘Fight! Fight!" Crowd ‘deeply concered by
chants, ‘USA, USA'. Agents attack on my friend’
hustle him into SUV, drive away Trump, condemns it

» The ex-president fater says,
part of my right ear. | felt it on US presidents/
ripping through my skin. Much ex-prez/presidential
bleeding took place’ candidates m

Motive of shooter, a Republican who would’ve
been 1st-time voter in Nov prez polls, ‘unclear’

"he motive of shooter Thomas Matthew Crooks 1sstill unclear,

said FBI. A resident of a Pittsburgh suburb, he was a registe-
red Republican and would have voted for the first time in Nov's
presidential polls. He, though, made a $15 contribution toa Demo-
cratic-aligned group the day President Biden was sworn in. Pub-
lic Pennsylvania court records show no past criminal cases aga-
inst Crooks, though three explosives devices were found insi-
de his car and home hours after his death, law enforcement offi-
cials told AP. The AR-15 semi-automatic rifle he used was bought
by his father at least six months ago, investigators said. P16

Secret Service in line of fire for ‘security
failures’, FBl agent says breach ‘surprising’

d l "The much-vaunted Secret Service, often portrayed in heroic

light by Hollywood, came in for heavy flak for almost fai-
ling in its line of duty. A probe ison to determine how a sniper
with a full rifle kit managed to evade its agents and get within
150mof Trump. FEIspecialagent in-charge Kevin Rojek conce-
ded it was “surprising” the gunman was then able tofire soma-
ny shots at the stage before being killed despite the presence of
Secret Service's counter-sniper team and counter-assault te-
am. James Comer, a Kentucky Republican, said, “There are
many questions and Americans demand answers.” P16

CPN-UML chairman K P Sharma 0Oli, who's
seen as pro-China, appointed Nepal's PM for
a fourth term to lead the new coalition govt
that faces the daunting challenge of providing
political stability in the Himalayan nation, P 16

side job™, there were calls for
the resignation of the Secret
Service director Kimberly
Cheatle. But Trump himself
thanked the Secret Service

and law enforcement officials
for their “rapid response” and
extended his condolences to
the family of the person at the
rally who was killed, although

BJP’s RS tally dips to 80,
NDA 10]; can still get bills
passed with others’ help

Vishwa.Mohan@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Four nominated
members who were part of
BJPin Rajya Sabharetired on
Saturday, reducing the par-
ty's strength to 86 and of NDA
to 101 in the Upper House,
whose current strength is 226
due tol9 vacancies.

Though NDA can still get
key legislations passed in the
House with the support of se-

: ven non-aligned nominated

members, two Independents
andfriendly partiessuchas Al-
ADMEK and YSRCP during the
coming budget session, filling
the vacancies under nomina-
ted category at the earliest will
be crucial to reduce the allian-
ce's dependence on others.
Rakesh Sinha, Ram Shakal,
Sonal Mansingh and Mahesh
Jethmalani are the four nomi-
nated members who retired on
Saturday. They had formally
aligned themselves with BJP af-
ter being nominated to RS
Another such member in the
nominated category who is part
of BJP is Gulam Ali. He will re-
tire in Sept 2028, The President
nominates 12 members to BES
on the recommendation of the
govt. In the existing House, se-
ven of them kept themselves
non-aligned (not part of BJP)

NO ESCAPE FROM ALCARAZ FOR DJOKO

| think fighting,
believing

—Alcaraz, when asked about how
he managed to win Roland Garros &

Wimbledon back-to-back

FULL COVERAGE | P 17

Ahead of Spain's Euro
final match, Spaniard
Carlos Alcaraz retains
his Wimbledon singles
crown in straight sets,
beating Novak Djokovic
6-2, 6-2, 7-6 (4)

At 21, Carlos
Ahead Of Big 3

» 4th Major title For
Alcaraz. This is how
old the Big 3 were
when they won their
respective 4th Slam

Player | Age
Rafael Nadal | 22

Roger Federer | 23
Djokovic | 24

» Alcaraz only 6th
man in Open era to win
Wimbledon & French
Open in same year,
after the Big 3, Bjorn
Borg and Rod Laver

UPPER HOUSE NUMBERS

NDA with support of INDIA
Independents (2) & blaoc
Hﬂminated (7) 87

110 '."m:am:les

P MAJORITY Wl

; =29

NDA Mﬁl:ﬁ 'frh |

Other opposition

101 (non-NDA & non-INDIA)
TOTAL | CURRENT
STRENGTH | STRENGTH

245 ; 226
Gaurav Gogoi to be

Cong dy leaderinLS

aurayv Gogol will be deputy

I'leader of Congressinthe LS
and a letter regarding the deci-
sion has been sent to Speaker
Om Birla. CPP chairperson So-
nia Gandhi has written to Birla,
informing him about the appo-
intment of deputy leader; chief
whip and 2 whips for Congress
in the Lower House. P10

but such members invariably
take the side of the governing
party in passing a legislation.

»Of 11, NDA may get 8, P 10

Pune cops seize
trainee IAS
nﬂ' cer's Audi

rainee IAS officer Puja

I{hmikm s white Audi
with a red-and-blue beacon
and words ‘Maharashira
Govt” emblazoned in red on
either side of the Four Rings
logo was impounded Sunday;
three days after the Cha-
turshringi traffic police divi-
sion sent her a notice asking
for the car to be brought for
verification. The car was
handed over to police after
removing the beacon and the
stickers. Khedkar used 1t du-
ring her posting in Pune. P12.

Covid-year job
surge led by agri,
construction: RBI

he increase in employ-

ment in the pandemic ye-
ar (2020-21) was led by agri-
culture and allied activities,
construction, health and so-
cial welfare, an analysis of
the data released by the RBEI
has shown. The RBI's report
has triggered an intense de-
bate after it showed aspurtin
employment in 2020-21 when
the Covid-19 had wreaked ha-
voc leading to sharp contrac-
tion in GDP and devastation
across sectors such as manu-
facturing and services. P15

After 46 yrs, team breaks
open Puri ‘ratna bhandar’

Debabrata.Mohapatra
@timesofindia.com

Bhubaneswar: The Puri Ja-
gannath Temple's treasury
called ‘ratna bhandar’ wasre-
opened Sunday by an 11-mem-
ber team to carry out an in-
ventory and restoration after
46 vears, ulfillinga campaign
promise by the newly elected
BJP govtin Odisha,

The last inventory of valu-
ables, undertaken in 1978, re-
mained inconclusive. Accor-
ding to govt records, around
128kg of gold and 221kg of sil-
ver items were found.

A large crowd of devotees
gathered to witness the event
Sunday afternoon. The team
opened three locks of the ou-
ter chamber, but the duplicate
kevs for the inner chamber

NO SNAKES FOUND
> 128kg of gold, 221kg of

silver items were counted in
1978's inconclusive audit

» Contrary to the myth
of snakes guarding the
bhandar, no reptiles found

» Team finds 5 almirahs,

6-T wooden chests in inner
chamber. To be opened after
ASI's bhandar renovation

locks failed, which then had
to be broken open. “We have
put two new locks on the door
to the inner chamber,” said
Arabinda Padhee, chief ad-
ministrator of the Shree Ja-
gannath Temple Administra-
tion (SJTA).

> Temp strong room, P 13

he later said “it was God alone
who prevented the unthinkab-
le from happening”. Trump
affirmed his commitment to
continue his campaign and

said he was looking forward
to the upcoming Republican
National Convention.

»Blame game, P 16

~32-year-old patient
- shot dead ‘by teen’
in GTB hps Ward

Killing A Case
Of Mistaken
Identity: Kin

Abhay@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A 32-yvear-old pa-
tient was shot dead, allegedly
by an 18-year-old youth, insi-
de a ward of G'T'B Hospital in
Shahdara Sunday. His family
has claimed he waskilledina
case of mistaken identity and
that the intended target wasa
history-sheeter, who was ad-
mitted to the same ward.

The victim, Rivazuddin,
wasalabourer wholived with
his family in Sriram Nagar,
Khajuri Khas. He had been

Police personnel investigate at
the hospital on Sunday

sSunday's incident took
place around 4pm, a senior
police officer said. The su-
spect allegedly came to ward
number 24 and fired at least
two rounds at the patient,
who was receiving dressing

admitted to the hospital on  from the nurse.
June 23 for treatment of an
abdominal infection. 20 people, P 3

CRPF jawan killed, 2 cops
injured in Manipur attack

Kangkan.Kalital

@timesofindia.com CIVILIAN WOUNDED

» Patrol team bombarded
Guwahati: A CRPF constab- | by militants, strategically
le from Bihar was killed and | positioned at 5-6 locations
two Manipur copsand anuni- > CRPF's Aja
e P ; y Jha at the

dentified civilian were woun wheel, first to be struck

ded Sunday in an ambush by
suspected militants in Jiri-
bam district, the conflict-rid-
den state’s new flashpoint
bordering south Assam.

CM N Biren Singh blamed
the attack, the second one tar-
geting security forces in just
over a month, on an “armed
group suspected to be Kuki
militants”, Kuki Inpi Mani-
pur, which represents the tri-
be, termed theambush “asta-
te-sponsored attack” carried
outthrough “Meitei state for-
ces and valley-based insur-

by bullet to his forehead;
civilian also wounded

» CM blames ‘tribal
militants', Kuki body calls
attack ‘state-sponsored’

gent groups that include
Arambai Tenggol”. The at-
tack at the district's Mor-
bung village took place when
a joint CRPF and Manipur
Police team was en route to
the area for an operation.

»Second attack, P 11
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Restoration
of Jheel Park
slows down
due to lack
of funds | 5

SUNSET 7.21 PM (MON)
SUNRISE 5.34 AM (TUE)

TEHF"I]H SUNDAY & -
37 1° | 27.6° ¢
MAXIMUM MINIMUM X

FoRECASTS Generally cloudy sky with light rain. Max and
min on Monday would be around 36 and 28°C
MOONSET 12.45 AM (TUE)
MOONRISE 1.47 PM (MON)
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Diarrhoea cases up, DJB asked
to increase water testing | 4

AQI IN DELHI 3 railway

vt stretches

CATEGORY) identified as
hotspots for

trespassing | 6

Clean Air, Blue Skies: How Floode
Streets Hide Delights Of Monsoo

Rains Offer Fresh Lease Of Life To Yamuna, Wetlands Besides Recharging Flora And Fauna

Kushagra.Dixit
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Yes, the capital's
urban crisis is an essential
part of the woes of the rainy
season. But there is another
aspect to the monsoons than
just getting trapped in water-
logged roads — the air is
scrubbed clean of pollutants,
the dirty Yamuna gets flushed,
dried wetlands get a soaking,
landscape becomes lusher as
vegetation regerminates.

The moisture laden wind
system brings 60-80% of the
city's annual rainfall betwe-
en June and Sept torevitalise
thelandscape. With the ecolo-
gy — the Yamuna, Aravali,
wetlands, forests, soil, flora
and fauna — being rechar-
ged, the city sustains another

TIMES Special

vear of uncertainty The
monsoon rains replenish the
Yamuna, ensuring an adequ-
ate water supply for Delhiun-
til the following summer. The
drop in temperature results
in a decrease in power de-
mand, providing much-nee-
ded relief for the city's ener-
gy infrastructure.

TOI could observe the po-
sitive impact of the rains so-
on after the first showers.
There were fresh agarics
sprouting in the forest shade,
the small Salmon Arab but-
tertly hovered over blossoms
and the Cordia mixa (lasura)
beganfruitinginthe Yamuna
Biodiversity Park.

“Most trees shed leaves du-
ring the hot, dry period to deal
with water stress and conserve
moisture. With the first sho-
wers, the trees grow new foliage

3 men held
for posing as
BSES officials
for extortion

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Three men have be-
en arrested for posing as BSES
officials and extorting money
from posh areas of the cityv Poli-
ce inguiry revealed that the trio
had been duping people for se-
veral wvears by threatening
them with high electricity bills
and registration issues.

The accused were identifi-
ed as Shammi Chadha, a pro-
perty dealer, and his associa-
tes Dilesh Kumar, a momos
vendor, and Shakil Ahmed, an
electrician. Both Chadha and
Kumar had a criminal past.

Police received a PCR call
on July 10 from a resident of
Maharani Bagh regarding ex-
tortion by three men posing as
BSES officials. “A team went to
the spot. The owner of the hou-
sereported that threemen arri-
ved on a bike and demanded Rs
12 lakh as a fine for using do-
mestic electricity for commer-
cial purposes,” an officer said.

The PCR call by the owner
prompied the men to flee the
scene. Subsequently a case
was registered.

During the investigation,
the police team analysed
several CCTV footages and
call detail records of numbers
provided by the fake officers
to the complainant. “During
the probe, we traced the
ownership of the bike seen in
the CCTV footage to a phone
number, which led us to
apprehend one of the accused
using its current location,”
the officer mentioned.

Through him, the other
twoaccused werealsonabbed.

DCP (southeast) Rajesh
Deo said the accused posed as
fake BSES officials and visi-
ted under-construction sites
to extort money from owners
in the name of fines for using
domestic electricity for com-
mercial purposes.

“They had extorted money
from many other people, but
those incidents were not repor-
ted. It was also revealed that
these three had worked as reco-
very agents for BSES througha
private company. After their te-
nure ended. they began extor-
ting money from people.”

The accused have claimed
that they have been duping pe-
ople since 2017, Efforts are un-
derway to find other victims
cheated by them, police said.

»River gets cleaned naturally
»Biochemical oxygen demand

(DO) rises

»Aids survival of different
organisms of flora and fauna

»Wetlands rejuvenated,
aquifers recharged

Nutrients

adding nutrients to soil

»Silt from mountains brings in
nutrients, supports grasses and
riverine vegetation

Flora

»Surface vegetation regrows
»Seeds sprout

»Forest regenerate

Urban crisis

demands drops

WHY EVERY DROP COUNTS

Monsoon not only brings respite from
heat, but also has a revitalising impact
on urban landscape. Here's how...

(BOD) drops and dissolved oxygen

}Fiithfhﬂllutan‘ts are washed away

»S0il microbes decompose organic
matters like wood and leaves, thus

»Ends water crisis and peak power

= _= i ..-"f‘ ..._- P
Pundsrehvenaledatﬁsnla
Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary

5 s

Restored wetland at DDA's
Kalindi Biodiversity Park

and are soon lush green,” said
CR Babu, professor emeritus,
who as head of the Centre for
Environmental Management
of Degraded Ecosystems (CEM-
DE)plaved abigrole inthe deve-
lopment of the seven biodiver-
sity parks of Delhi. “Many in-

sects lay eggs and larvae deve-

How teenaged son’s only hope was extinguished by live wire

Tarun Rawat

Sahitra Bhat

lop on the new foliage. With the
larvae around, insectivorous
birds become active. So, a mini
ecosystem comes into being.”
Babu also pointed out that
good ground vegetation assi-
sts the infiltration rate of
croundwater while trapping
dust. “Grasses and small

plants, annuals and epheme-
rals complete their lifecycle
by the time the monsoon
ends. They re-germinate du-
ring the next monsoon. They
sprout, flower and fruit and
enrich the soil by providing
nutrients,” said the profes-
sor. “This will lead to an ex-

plosionof invertebrates such
as earthworm and ants that
makes soil porous and incre-
ase fertility™

Acecording to Babu, the ge-
ography of Delhi hastwoeco-
systems, the Aravali and the
Yamuna. “The former is
rocky and hilly with skitte-

red orironrich soil, while the
latter has sandy or alluvial
s0il. They have different nati-
ve plants and seasonal annu-
als apart from specific we-
eds,” he said. “The rainy sea-
son helps them both geta gre-
en cover. They host butterfly
larvae, which is food for
grassland birds, which in
turn disperse seeds.”
Meanwhile, Faivaz Khud-
sar, senior scientist and biodi-
versity expert, pointed out
how some micro-level proces-
=es help keep the soil rich eno-
ugh tosustain the city, “Thera-
ins support soil microbes that
are recyclers and decompo-
sers. They decompose the leaf
litter (fallen leaves) and turn it
into soil nutrients to support
seed growth,” said Khudsar
“The nutrients they enable for
the soil helps sustain the city's
vegetation throughout the ve-
ar This is one example of how
therains ensure life for Delhi.”
Wildlife biclogist Sumit
Dookia said the rains were
crucial for bird species such
as bulbul, lapwing, robin and
oriole. These nest in the sum-
mers have chicks by the mon-
soon and rely on the food be-
coming plentiful for survival.
Very importantly, the rains
wash away the waste from the
Yamuna, noted Bivash Panday;
professor, Wildlife Institute of
India. “The flowing water car-
ries away lots of filth in the ri-
ver, It also deposits silt and,
thus, helps rejuvenate the flo-
odplain. §ilt from the mounta-
ins is rich in minerals and nut-
rients,” Pandav said. “The flus-
hing reduces the pollution in
the river Unwanted species
that grow in riverine areas,
suchaswater hyvacinthand ipo-
mea, also get flushed away And
of course, the extra water also
recharges the groundwater”

Pump owners g0
on strike, pollution
check centres shut

Abhinav.Rajput
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi Petrol Dea-
lers' Association (DPDA) has
called a strike starting Mon-
day that could result in the
closure of several Pollution

Under Control Centres
(PUCC) at pumps across the
national capital.

With approximately 80
lakh registered vehicles in
Delhi, the shutdown of these
centres may lead to signifi-
cant repercussions, inclu-
ding a potential increase in
vehicular pollution. Vehicles
operating without a wvalid
PUCC certificate are subject
toa hefty fine of Rs10,000.

The strike decision comes
in response to Delhi govt's re-
cent proposal to ra-

in the same fuel category, the
rates have been raised from
Rs80toRs110, Diesel-powered
vehicles will see rates rising
from Rs100 to Rs 140.

The certificate testifies
that a vehicle complies with
emission standards.

The Motor Vehicle Act sti-
pulates that vehicle owners
caught without a valid PUCC
can face imprisonment of up
to six months, a fine of up to
Rs 10,000, or both, The Central
Motor Vehicles Rules reguire
every motor vehicle, inclu-
ding those conforming to BS-
I/TI/TII/TV and those running
on CNG/LPG, to possess a va-
lid PUC certificate one year
after the date of registration.
However, the validity period
is one vear for four-wheeler

BS-IV-compliant ve-

ise the rates of pol- hicles and three
lution certificates, months for others.
which the DPDA In Delhi, the
deems inadequate. PUC certification
The proposed WIoegd3t) process is conduc-
hike, varving bet- RUA[[HE3F]]] ted in real-time and
weent Rs 20 and Rs QAL E: A gl is integrated with
40, will come into MR the vehicle registra-
effect once notified tion database.

by Delhi govt.

Nischal Singhania, presi-
dent of the Delhi Petrol
Dealers Association, said the
last revision took place 13
vears ago. Since then, staff
salaries have risen by 3008
and operation costs have in-
creased substantially Sing-
hania said the proposed in-
crease was insufficient to
maintain operations.

Delhi currently has aro-
und 400 PUC centres at vario-
us petrol and diesel stations
throughout the city.

Govt had last week raised
the chargesfor PUC certificates.

The new rates for two and
three-wheelers running on
petrol, CNG, or LPG (inclu-
ding bio-fuel) have been in-
creased from Hs 60 to Rs 80.
For four-wheelers and above

The association sa-
id that rates were last revised
in 2011 after a gap of 6 vears
and the percentage increase
then was more than 70%.
“The rate hike announced by
Delhi govt now after 13 vears
is merely 35%, whereas all
ourexpenses in the operation
of a PUC Centre have increa-
ged multiple times with
just the wages having increa-
sed three times from 2011 to
2024,” 1t said.

“The 0il Marketing Com-
panies have also been char-
ging heavy rents from the
PUC Centres to the extent of
10-15% of the total revenue
which was earlier not the ca-
se. Various other operational
costs of the PUC Centre have
drastically increased over the
last 13 vears,” it added.

50-yr-old BSES staffer dies of electric shock

New Delhi: The 34-vear-old mum,
who died on Saturday after suspec-
ted electrocution in a waterlogged
street innorth-east Delhi's Bhajan-
pura, was on her way to collect me-
dicaltestreportsdone forher14-ve-
ar-old son who was on the ventila-
tor in a hospital ICU.

she came in contact with a live
wire accidentally when she was on
herway toa Yamuna Viharclinicin
the morning.

A guard from a nearby hospital
rushed out in rubber boots to help
Poonam but was unsuccessful. He
also suffered a mild shock.

Poonamlived with her husband
and son in a two-storied house in
Bhajanpura. On Sunday, several fa-
mily members sat on the narrow
road outside, mourning her loss.

They wondered what would
happen to her teenaged son, Aar-
nav, who suffers from Down Synd-
rome and has been entirely reliant
on hismother.

He cannot walk, speak or per-
form any task unassisted. He has
been hospitalised for pneumonia

Pn-crnam came in contact with a live wire accidentally when she was on her way to conduct some tests for her son

for 20 days after he started getting
seizures, Poonam's cousin Preeti
added. While he has been brought
home for now, he is unaware that
hismotherhasdied."Wearescared
that his condition will worsen if
we tell him about her death,” Pree-
ti said. “There is nobody left who
can takecareof him."

Poonam’s husband Parvinder
runs a small shop and cannot pro-
vide the time and attention needed
tocare for Aarnav.

Poonam’s family said the street
where the accident happened was
prone to getting waterlogged and
there have been previous incidents
of electrocution.

The family blamed govt offici-
als, who only cleaned up the area
because of the death.

Despite the tragedy, the only
precaution taken has been to tape
the wires to the pole they were
dangling from. Loose wires are
still strewn across the road.

“Despite the fact that people ha-

New Delhi: A 50-year-old BSES employee died after allegedly suffering an
electric shock while checking a 15-foot pole in southwest Delhi's Mohan
Garden. Subsequently, he fell from the pole, police said. After receivinga PCR
call from a hospital in west Delhi regarding the incident, a police team rushed
tothe spot to find that Ram Naval, a resident of Mohan Garden, had fallen
from anelectric pole after sufferingashock at9.30amin S Block, a senior
police officer said. "He had head injuries and deep burns,"” the officer said,
adding that Naval was referred to another hospital, where he later died. A
case has been registered under relevant sections of the BNS. mn

ve been electrocuted betore, no bar-
ricades were put up. There are so
many wires hanging from the street-
light."” Poonam’s aunt Suman said.

“There was a wedding in our fa-
mily in March. She was happy and
dancing. If the administration do-
esn't take the reguired measures,
more people will die. This isentire-
ly their fault,” Preeti said.

Sources in BSES said the poleis
under the maintenance of PWD.

When TOI sought a response
from PWD, there was none.

A senior police officer said the
law enforcers would write to dis-
coms and other agencies seeking
details on who the pole belongs to.

The incident is a reminder of a
schoolteacher's death at New Delhi
railway station on June 26, 2023.
Sakshi Ahuja, aresident of Preet Vi-
har in east Delhi, was about to board
the Vande Bharat Express when she
died of electrocution.

A probe suggested she had grab-
bed the pole to avoid skidding ona wa-
terlogged road and got electrocuted.

Her family said she had stepped on
apuddleand waselectrocuted. Ahuja's
G-vear-old son and 7-yvear-old daughter,
who were next to her, were saved just
in time. Police filed a chargesheet alle-
ging negligence on the part of seven
railway employees, citing their negli-
gence that caused Ahuja’s death.

Meet the new crop of robots, courtesy students across India

Ridhima.Gupta
wtimesofindia.com

New Delhi: Imagine a colos-
salstadiumablaze withlights,
cameras capturing every mo-
ment, and an audience buz-
zing with excitement and ad-
renaline. In the heart of this
electrifying arena stand two
formidable opponents, poised
and ready for theirfinal show-
down. But these aren't human
contenders—they're robots,
locked in an epic battle for the
2024 DIy Robocon India title.

This was the exhilarating
scene at Delhi's Thyagaraj Sta-
dium on Sunday evening. Af-
ter fierce competition among
robots from 46 colleges across
the nation, the final clash saw
two mechanical titans facing
off: one from Pimpri Chinch-
wad College of Engineering
and the other from Nirma Uni-
versity After a three-minute-
long battle, the match was fi-
nally won by Nirma Universi-
tv from Ahmedabad.

This year, the competition
theme at Robocon was 'Har-
vest Day' in which the robots
had to plantas many rice seed-
lings as possible in the make-
believe field. Furthermore,
the robots had to pick up the
balls that represented seeds
and take them for storage at

the stylos. The teams that pla-
ced the maximum number of
saplings were announced as
the winning team. The theme
of the ABU-Robocon was deci-
ded by Vietnam’s ABU-Robo-
con organising team.

DD Robocon India 2024
was powered by LIT Delhi and
Prasar Bharati. The aim of
Robocon is to promote techni-

IIT PROFESSOR SAYS

This year, Robocon was
much more exciting
and saw more
advancement. This
year, the robots

were fully automated.
This is a new
demonstration among
the students, and each
team has used Al
elements this year

cal skill development, innova-
tion and teamwork among
engineering students, provi-
ding visibilitv and recogni-
tion in the field of robotics.
More than 750 students from
over 46 colleges, institutions
and universities in the count-
ry participated in DD Robo-
con. This is a national-level

event happening for thelast 23
yvears in the country.

The competition was divi-
ded into three stages. In the
firststage, 69 teams submitted
their proposals, specifying
the sizes of their tentative ro-
botsand their CAD drawings.

Speaking to TOI, II'T pro-
fessor Sunil Jha said, “This
year, Robocon was much more
exciting and saw more advan-
cement. This year, the robots
were fully automated. This is
a new demonstration among
the students, and each team
has used Al elements this ve-
ar.”" Headded, “A lot of recruit-
ment companies also attend
the Robocon to see the new in-
novations of the students,
which encourages students to
put their best foot forward.”

The winning team from
DD Robocon 2024 will repre-
sent India at international
Asia-Pacific  Broadcasting
Union (ABU) Robocon 2024,
The ABU Robocon 2024 will ta-
ke place in Quang Ninh, Viet-
nam, on Augs.

Talkingabout the winning
team, the professor said, “The
winning teams are quite good
and we are very optimistic
that this vear, India could win
at the international Robocon,
which will probably happen
forthe firsttime.”




THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI *
MONDAY, JULY 15, 2024

TIMES CITY

3

Abhay@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Taranum, the sister
of 32-year-old Rivazuddin who
lost his life in a case of alleged
mistaken identity, and a female
staff member narrowly escaped
injury when a gunman opened
fire on them at GTB Hospital.
Faheem, the deceased’s yo-
unger brother, recounted: “My
sister told Rivazuddin to close
his eves as he would not be able
to watch the whole process. It
wasatthattimethatamanente-
red the room. He did not say
anything and shot my brother.”
According to Faheem, the
shooter fired two more rounds
at his sister and the nurse, but
they managed to escape unhar-
med. As Taranum ran from the
ward in astate of shock, she cal-
led Faheem. “I actually thought
she was joking as | wondered
how someone could openfirein-
side a hospital,” he said.
Raisuddin, another brother
of the victim, described the sce-
ne as chaotie, with their mother

Inventory of sources at bad

Shave For Sister Too

Family Of Deceased Recounts Terrifying Moments

TOH phota

Police inspect GTE Hu5pltal after the
firing incident killed one person

witnessing the shooter run-
ning. He claimed that the man
again fired while escaping. The
familyexpressed angerat the al-
leged lack of security guards
nearthe ward, questioning how
someone could enter the hospi-
tal with a sun and commit such
a erime. The vicetim is survived
by his wife and two Kids.

This incident was not the
first of its kind at GTB Hospital.
In 2021, gangster Kuldeep Maan,
alias Fajja, escaped from custo-
dy amid a dramatic shootout on
hospital premises. The crimi-
nals, who arrived in a Scorpio

GTB Shooting: Close

SUV with a police sticker, at-
tempted tofree Kuldeep by firing
shotsintheairandthrowingchi-
11 powder at the cops. However,
Delhi Armed Police personnel
reacted swiftly killing oneof the
criminals and injuring another.

Health minister Saurabh
Bharadwa] criticised LG VK
Saxena, alleging that the law
and order situation in the natio-
nal capital had deteriorated
over the past two vears. Ina post
on ‘X', Bharadwaj claimed that
criminals no longer feared the
law, with incidents such as mur-
ders inside Tihar Jail, a lawvyer
being shot in front of the court,
andanelderly person being bru-
tally murdered in broad day-
light in Jangpura. He attributed
the rise in crime to the under-
staffing of Delhi Police and the
allocation of a large proportion
of the force to VIP security.

Delhi BJP  spokesperson
Anil Gupta expressed shock
over the incident, alleging it
spoke volumes on poor security
in the Delhi govt hospital.

Over 20 people present on fourth
floor where shooting took place

pContinued from P1

more shots, closed the door of the
ward from outside and fled, said
Raisuddin, the victim’s brother.
Raisuddin said at the time of the fir-
ing, hiseldersister Taranum was also pre-
sent in the ward. “There were fourfive
people present there. The next ward was
also filled with patients,” a police source

;\ sacrowd gathered, thesuspect fired
A

said. The incident happened on
the fourth floor of the building,
where more than 20 people were
present, including patients and
staff, the source added.

Police received information
about the incident at 4.20pm,
stating that a patient had been
shot dead and the shooter had

Chowk in Welcome area on June 12, The
duo was on a motorcycle when the group
fired over adozenrounds, whichended up
injuring two homeless men too. “Waseem
was involved in 17 criminal cases., He
claimed to be amemberof the Hashim Ba-
ba gang,” a police source said.

Police said they are investigating the
family's claims of mistaken identity,
along with other possibilities, such as
gang war or personal enmity, “A case has
been registered at GTB Enclave
police station. We suspect that
at least three or four people
were involved. Two of them
likely conducted reconnais-
sance and tasked the18-vear-old
with carrying out the shoot-
ing,” said an officer, Police sus-

fled, following which several teams and
senior officers rushed to the spot.

According to Faheem, Rivazuddin's
vounger brother, the real target was a man
named Waseem. “He had been shot at in
June and was admitted to Riyazuddin’s
wardamonthago. Hewas later transferred
to another ward. The shooter;, not knowing
this, must havecometokill him but mistak-
enly shot my brother instead,” he claimed,
adding that Waseem's wife had been con-
cerned about his safety, and demanded se-
curity and a separate room for him.

Police inquiry revealed that Waseem
(33) and his associate Asif (30) had been
shot at by a group of people near Shaitan

pect two of the teen'saides were
standing outside the ward when the fir-
ing took place.,

Thefamily has alleged that when the fir-
ing took place, no guard was present near
the ward of the Delhigovt-run hospital.

Responding to the incident, Delhi
health minister Saurabh Bhardwaj said.
“Negligence in such cases will not be toler-
ated. Whoever is guilty will not be spared.
Security of all hospitals will bereviewed.”

Meanwhile, the Residents’ Doctors
Association of GTB Hospital has decided
to commence an indefinite strike, begin-
ning Monday, to protest against lack of
safety measures. Emergency services,
however, will be funetional.

Licence issued for liquor store for
domestic flyers arriving at T-3

New Delhi: Delhi govt's excise
department has issued licence
to the Delhi Consumer’'s Coo-
perative Wholesale Store Litd.
(DCCWS) for opening a retail
liguor store at the arrival area
of the Terminal-3 of 1GI air-
port, officials said on Sunday.
This is a first L-10 liquor sto-
reof itskindat the Indira Gand-
hi International airport to ca-
ter to domestic customers arri-

ving in Delhi, an official said.

This facility will be a self-
service store with a walk-in ex-
perience in an area of 750 squa-
refeet approximately All thena-
tional and international brands
registered with the department
will be available, he said.

"The store will be open 24x7
whereas all other retail shops
in Delhi are operational from
l0am to 10pm only," he said. Tnn

A AKG

Dr. A.K Garg Group of Companies

AKG WIRES & CABLES
& Higher current carrying capacity

. KG 4 15-1554 mﬁ?
Ah 1S-T098 (PART-1
* !

It's time to upgrade
your HOUSE SAFETY

FRIFR-LSHIZHFR
PVC HOUSE
WIRES

CE

= More than 99.95% bare copper conductor

# Glossy & smooth surface finish

(ensures efficient & easy conduit wiring)

= Low emission of toxic gases.

i?lra Survival
Cahles

LV Power &
Control Cables

= Higher flexibility (fabricated from specially

developed in-house compound)

& Anti termite and anti rodent properties

[=]-¥[s]

O AKG Plastics Pvt. Ltd.

Flexible Single &
Mutticore Cabbes

CAT-G & RG-6
Cables

Tel: 0120-2973706, Mobile: +91-9760148265 +91-8448793165

e: electricali@akggroupindia.com | w: www.akggroupindia.com

air hotspots to determine
what more must be done

Privangi.Agarwal@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi govt's environment
department, which identified major
and minor sources of pollution in the
citylast vear, will prepare an inventory
on how many of these sources still ex-
ist in 13 locations determined to be pol-
lution hotspots. This new inven-
tory will be completed by Sept.

Thedepartment, however, sa-
id that of the 4,500 minor sources
identified atthe 13 hotspots, 3,000
had been resolved. Delhi’s pollu-
tion hotspots are Anand Vihar,
Okhla, Mundka, Dwarka, Pooth
EKhurd Bawana, RK Puram, Ro-
hini, Narela, Jahangirpuri, Vi-
vek Vihar, Wazirpur, Ashok Vihar
and Punjabi Bagh. These were conside-
red hotspots based on the annual avera-
ge PMI0 exceeding 300 micrograms per
cubic metre and PM2.5 being over 100
micrograms per cubic metre,

A departmental official said, “Last
vear, our teams mapped 65 major and
around 4,500 minor sources of pollution
at these hotspots. We have constituted a
team torevisit these hotspots and prepa-
reanew inventorvof major pollution so-
urces and how many of the old sources
continue to exist. The exercise will be
completed within the monsoon season.”

The official added. “The minor so-
urces were added to the Green Delhi
app and of these, around 3,000 sources
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have been resolved. Official agencies
have been asked to act on the remai-
ning sources.” As an example, the pol-
lution sources identified at Anand Vi-
har were people walking across the ro-
ad through a broken divider slowing
down traffic and causing traffic jams,
stoppage of buses at the exit roads, he-
avy dust deposits on the sides of
the road, large construction si-
tes, unpaved and paved areas
with heavy dust load in front of
the air monitoring station and
congestion on Chaudhary Cha-
ran Singh Marg. Many of these
have been taken careof since.

Pollution in Delhi spikes in
the winter season from mid-Oct

to Jan when the air quality index
hovers in the ‘very poor' to ‘severe’ ca-
tegory. Historically, the period from
MNov 1 to 15 is the most polluted fort-
night of the year.

In 2023, Delhi recorded an average
daily PM2.5pollutant level of 100 micro-
grams per cubic metre against 98 in
2022, The PM2.5 concentration in 2023
was 2.5 times higher than the annual
National Ambient Air Quality Stan-
dards (NAAQS) standard and 20 times
higher than the annual WHO safe limit.
The average daily PM10 concentration
in 2023 was 205 micrograms per cubic
metre, but it was still 3.4 times higher
than the annual NAAQS and 13.7 times

higher than WHO's annual safe limit.
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Mechanised cleaning yet
to take off in CP after 2 yrs

Vibha.Sharma@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The plan to introduce
complete mechanised cleaning in Con-
naught Place, which was approved two
vears ago, has not made any signifi-
cant progress vet.

The project has encountered some
technical ditficulties, said New Delhi
Municipal Council vice-chairman Sa-
tish Upadhyav. Earlier, there wasalack
of satisfactory response to the coun-
cil's attempts for hiring an agency.

The project got the green signal ata
meeting of the council in June 2022,
and a tender was promptly floated, but
only one concessionaire was able to
meet the criteria. The process was
scrapped then. A few more attempts to
hire an agency went in vain.

“A decision was taken thereafter to
make some modifications inthetender
documents and to allow a single con-
cessionaire to engage in the mainte-
nance of the horticulture and green
spacesaswell asthecleaningand swee-
pingwork,” said Upadhyay.

“The planning department has, me-
anwhile, raised some queries and we
are looking intothem,” he added.

Upadhyvay further explained, “Itisa
comprehensive project that needs diffe-
rent machinesforeachtask andadetai-
led plan for their operation and mainte-
nance. Since our initial attempts to hi-
re an agency for this task did not vield
satistactory response, we are tryving to
resolve all technical difficulties before

initiating a fresh tender.”

The project’s complexity and the
need for specialised equipment for
each task have contributed to the delay
in its implementation, he said.

Finding the manual sweeping done
by the sanitation staff insufficient to
meet the standards and overcome the
problems faced 1n removing paan sta-
insand indeep cleaning of graniteand
stones in Connaught Place and adjoi-
ning areas, NDMC had finalised a com-
prehensive housekeeping plan.

Underthe project, NDMC will enga-
ge a private concessionaire to deploy
various types of cleaning machines.
These include mechanical road swee-
pers for main roads, batterv-operated
ride-on sweeping machines for par-
king areas, corridors, courtyards, pub-
lic plazas, and footpaths/paved areas.

Additionally, compact-sized “walk
behind” sweeping machines will be
used toclean areas that are inaccessib-
le by normal sweeping machines, such
as corners of corridors and parking
lots. “A scrubbing machine for clea-
ning graniteand otherstonesaswell as
pressure jetting machine to clean pan
stains, footpath, kerbstones, litter bins
and vacuum litter pickers are also pro-
posed to be engaged in the finalised
plan,” said an official earlier.

The project will cover the outer,
middle & inner circles, radial roads,
corridors, parking areas, plaza areas,
pavements and inner & outer open co-
urtvards in Connaught Place.
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DJB asked to increase water testing Not All Matches Are Fixed

as cases of diarrhoea rise in capital

File photo

Siddhanta.Mishra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) has been instructed to
increase the frequency of wa-
ter quality tests after reports
of rising casesof diarrhoea.

While DJB routinely ensu-
res safe drinking water in
schools and community cent-
res, officials have now been as-
ked to test tubewell water in
residential areas.

During a high-level mee-
tingatthe end of June, headed
by South-West Delhi distriet
steering committee, stakehol-

DELHI'S LIFELINES: At present, DIB

is required to conduct nearly

1,000 water quality tests daily, covering tubewells, underground
reservoirs, overhead tanks, rivers and water treatment plants

ders gathered to develop a

strategy to prevent the spread
of water-borne diseases.

It was reported that accor-
ding to the Health Manage-
ment Information System
(HMIS) under the ministry of

health, the number of repor-
ted diarrhoea cases has incre-
ased from 15,152 in the financi-
al year 2022-2310 20,393 in 2023-
24 inthecity

An order issued after the

meeting says: “Plan and con-
duct random water testing
andensureavailability of safe
drinking water in upcoming
months of monsoon in scho-
ols, anganwadi centres, he-
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IN MEMORIAM

SMT. DHARAM KUNDRA

Wife of Shri J.P. Kundra

Departed peacefully for her heavenly abode on
11" July, 2024,

Uthala ceremony will be held on
Monday, 15" July, 2024

between 4 pm to 5 pm at Chinmaya Mission

89, Lodhi Road, New Delhi - 110003.

In Grief

J.P. Kundra - Husband

Dimpy & Rajeev Talwar - Daughter & Son-in-Law
Aditya & Bhavna Talwar - Grandson & Daughter-in-Law

Armaan & Roshni - Great-grand children
Nikhat & Sikandar Talwar
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althcare facilities and to con-
duct inspection of quality of
water provision by public and
private vendors in public ut-
ility areas like in and around
railway stations, bus stand.
market places. Also, underta-
ketestingof thelegality of un-
derground water usage in the
domesticsetups.”

In May 2023, DJB raised
concerns about schools not ob-
taining mandatory safe drin-
king water certificates. The
treatment and quality control
cell of DJB wrote to the direc-
torate of education. "It has be-
en anticipated that some scho-
ols are submitting forged and
fake water quality test reports
to education department as
number of schools approa-
ching DJBfor watertesting are
not matching with the number
of schools in Delhi," it said.

Another hot and
humid day, rain
prospects bleak

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: Following a day of light sho-
wers, the national capital experienced a
warmand humid climate on Sunday.

According to India Meteorological De-
partment, the maximum temperature soa-
red by two degrees. The partly cloudy sky,
combined with sunshine in the afternoon
and high humidity levels, intensified the dis-
comfort levels for residents.

The maximum temperature at Safdar-
jung, the city’s base station, was 37.1 degrees
Celsius, two notches above normal, compa-
red to 35.6 degrees Celsius a day earlier. The
minimum temperature also soared, with
Sunday recording 27.6 degrees Celsius, nor-
mal for the season, against 25 degrees Celsi-
us a day earlier The relative humidity oscil-
lated between 58% and 92 %,

IMI} had forecast light rain; however, the
city did not receive any rain until late Sun-
day evening. A day earlier, Safdarjung recei-
ved 13.6 mm of rainfall, while some areas re-
corded moderate rain, with Ayanagar recei-
ving 34.8 mm. Sofar, Safdarjung hasreceived
72.8 mm of rainfall in July against the nor-
mal of 209.7 mm.

“There are chances of light to very light
rainfall on Monday in some areas, but not-
hing substantial,” said an IMD official. The
maximum and minimum temperatures on
Monday are likely to hover around 36 and 28
degrees Celsius, respectively

The air guality index (AQI) of the city
was inthe “moderate” category.

In Heaven: A Flashback...

Chargesheet Rekindles Memories Of 2000 Cricket Scandal

Rajshekhar.Jha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: In the summer of
2014, armed criminals from
south Delhi intercepted a van
in Lajpat Nagar and looted
Rs 8 crore kept in cash. Police
investigation showed that the
money belonged to notorious
bookie Rajesh Kalra, Just a
vear before this, Kalra, along
with others, had been named
in a chargesheet filed in the
infamous “match-fixing scan-
dal” of 2000.

Delhi Police filed an FIR
in the case in March 2000, It
took police 13 vears to conclu-
de their probe, and a former
top cop ensured a chargeshe-
et wasfiled in 2013.

Last week, a Delhi court
ordered the framing of char-
ges in the case, rekindling
memories of the 24-year-old
case for investigators.

Delhi Police started pro-
bing a case of extortion of a
city businessman in the year
2000. Underworld don Chhota
Shakeel had demanded Rs 5
crore from the target through
his Dubai-based conduit,
Shaheen.

It was the interception of
Shaheen's phone that led cops
to Krishan Kumar, the brot-
her of T-Series founder late
Gulshan Kumar, Rajesh Kal-
ra, and Sanjeev Chawla, who
were frequently mentioned
in the conversations.

Tracing the calls, cops fo-
und out that Chawla had been
staying inthe same hotel whe-
re South African team capta-
in Hansie Cronje was staying.
The probe revealed that the
characters were constantly
communicating with each
other, particularly when mat-
ches were being played.

While police action since
March 2000 created a storm,
there wasn't much action on
the ground. Two vears later,
Cronje (then 32) died myste-
riously in a plane crash in So-
uth Africain June 2002.

For the next 11 years, there
wasn'tmuchchatteraboutthe
case or the investigation. In
May 2013, Delhi Police again
claimed to have busted a ‘spot-

» 24 years after the
cricket match-fixing
scandal, a court has
charged four people

» The four are bookies
Sanjeev Chawla, Rajesh
Kalra and Sunil Dara,
and actor Krishan

Cronje | Hello |
Chawla | Yeah, | am in London |

Chawla | It can turn big?
Chawla | Is Strydom playing?

.24 YEARS ON, COURT CHARGES FOUR
| Intercepted chats as per chargesheet

Cronje | | had a look at pitch playi_ng? Gibbs?
today. It can turn big Cronje | Gibbs and
myself

Chawla | Yeah, Boje
is playing and who is

Chawla | Ya. What

9
h

Kumar, the . . E . about anybody else?
brother of Cronje | ,ﬁﬂ‘,hfﬁ piaying Yeah . Cronje | No, | won't
T-Series Chawla | Boje? . be able to get
founder Cronje | Boje is playing more
E“'Sha“ Hansie Cronje and Sanjeev Chawla had

K another discussion on March 18, 2000,
H:;"Iﬁﬂ:d& regarding the match that was to be played
unto T the next day
> 200, Delin “olice o vale | OK. | Cronje | Yeah

busted a match fixing

scandal after they have spoken Chawla | Okay. So

intercepted a conversa- = andves, everything is

tion between bookie everything is according to

Chawla and then South | fine. Spoken plan. You have

African captain to Gibbs and to score at

Hansie Cronje to Williams and - least 75

» Two years later, Strydom. Everythmg is fine Cronje | Yeah

Cronje, who was then Chawla | All right, Ok. And Chawla | And if you score 270. It
32, died mysteriously in | NOW many runs for Gibbs? is off?

Cronje | Less than 20

a plane crash in South
Chawila | Less than 207

Africa in June 2002

» |n 2013, they filed the
chargesheet in

Cronje | And financially the guys
want 25. They want 25 each

Chawla | Ok
Chawla | Ok and one last thing. Is it

role in conspiring with
Cronje

» Chawla was extra-
dited from the UK in
2020 and arrested

fixing' nexus and arrested
cricketer Sreesanth and two
of his Rajasthan Royals team-
mates, Ajit Chandila and An-
keet Chavan, on charges of
spot-fixing during IPL.6.

The cops, led by then-police
commissioner Neeraj Kumar,
wrapped up this investigation
in three months and filed a
chargesheet in July 2013. Si-
multaneously, cops concluded
their investigation into the
2000 match-fixing case as well
andfiled achargesheetagainst
Kalra, Chawla, and Kumar:

Of these people, Chawla,

the case possible that you could ask Gibbs
» Chargesheet to...his wicket...we will score him
revealed that Chawla out and try and score slowly
had played a central and not so fast so

who is currently in jail, was
extradited from the UK in
2020 and arrested. Born in
Delhi, Chawla was a known
bookie in London until hisex-
tradition. He played a central
role in conspiring with Han-
sie Cronje to fix matches, po-
lice said in their chargesheet,
Chawla, whom the court
has agreed was the main
conspirator in the case, beca-
me India’s first successful ex-
tradition since a treaty was
signed with the UK in 1992,
“Our investigation sho-
wed that Chawla was introdu-

that you know
% maybe we can
- getoutofit
o4 Hansie
; | Ok

ced to Cronje in Jan-Feb 2000.
Cronje was told that he could
make asignificant amount of
money if he agreed to lose
cricket matches," recalled an
investigator,

Chawla’s Indian passport
was revoked in 2000, and he
obtained a British passport
in 2005. In June 2016, Chawla
was arrested in London follo-
wing India’s request for his
extradition.

Police said that Chawla
operated one of the biggest
betting svyndicates in the late
1990s for the D-Company.

Four held for firing at
teen: Four people,
including three juveniles,
were apprehended on
Sunday for allegedly
firing at an 18-year-old
boy over personal enmity
in south Delhi's Lajpat
Nagar. A case has been
registered. i

Avishek.Kumar@timesofindia.com

Ghaziabad: A groupof youthsshootinga

reel in a car on an Indirapuram road
thrashed a cabbie with hockey sticks after
he blew the horn while overtaking their

REMEMBRANCES

vehicle and inadvertently disrupted their
performance around Saturday midnight.

Abhay Chauhan of Auraiva, who

In loving memory of

drivesacabattached toa private company

Mrs, Kailash Kumari
wj/o Late Sushil Kumar Singh

(22.11.1923 - 15.07.2023)

You will always be in
our hearts.
We miss you...

Fondly remembered by:
Vijay Singh & Tripta Wahi;
Nalini & Robin Dye;
Arun & Vineeta Singh;
Rosa, Atishi, Curran,
Anya, Amita, Asisa,

in Noida Sector 62, had just dropped a few
employees home and was on his way back
to office around 12.30am when a Tata Nex-
on blocked his way near the CISF camp.
Narayan Pratap Singh, his brother,
told TOI that Abhay decided to overtake
the caras it was moving slowly. The cabbie
blew the horn and went past the Nexon.
But in doing so, he unwittingly dis-
rupted a video shoot. According to Na-
rayvan, some of the Nexon's occupants
were recording a reel by emerging from
the sunroof and spreading their armsas
the wind ruffled their hair.
*“That is when my brother overtook the
car and sounded the horn,” Narayan said.
When Abhay approached NH-9, the
Nexon overtook his Ertiga and

The silent joy of emembering a loved one.
The moments you shared together.
Little moments that make life beautiful.

Share them. With Friends. Relatives. Neighbours.
Colleagues. With all those whose lives
the departed Soul has touched, Because while life goes on,
when you share memaotries, they stay on forever.

Kushagra.Dixit@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Alleging attacks by
dogs housed by an animal welfa-
re activist, residents of Jor Bagh
organised a peaceful demonstra-
tion to express their “frustra-
tion" and “concern”.

The protesters, which inclu-
ded members of the RWA, clai-
med that Ambika Shukla, a trus-
tee of animal welfare organisa-
tion People for Animals (PFA),
Kept more than 15 dogs at her re-
sidence. Thev alleged that these
dogs—all rescued—had attacked
or bitten several individuals, in-
cluding children and the elderlw.
The residents showed purported

Publications
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pictures and videos of the dogs
being taken out for strolls unle-

screeched toa halt infront.

“Four to five vouths came out of the
Nexon and started vandalising Abhay's
cab. They shattered the windshield with
sticksand damaged the bonnet. When Ab-
hay confronted them, they abused him for
ruining their video shoot,” he added.

The vouths rained blows and punch-
es on Abhay He was then pinned to the
ground and attacked with hockey sticks.

Naravan said hereceived a police call
around lam, asking him to come to a pri-
vate hospital.

Swatantra Singh, the Indirapuram
ACPE =said a passerby informed the cops
about a cabbie lying injured on the road.
“We took him to a hospital and informed
his family members. He received 15
stitches in the head and is currently un-
der observation,” he added.

Following a complaint by Abhay's
family, an FIR was registered against un-
known persons under sections 191(2)(riot-
ing), 191 (3) (rioting, armed with a deadly
weapon), 126 (2) (wrongful restraint), 115
(2) (voluntarily causing hurt), and 324 (2)
(mischief)of BNS, 2023. The Nexon, police
said. isowned by Ram Karan of Sonipat.

reel shoot on Gzb road, thrashed NSUI rejects allegati

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Ahead of the Del-
hi University Students Union
(DUSL) elections, members
of ABVPand NSUIl haveenga-
ged in a new row.

ABVP has accused NSUI
members, including DUSU vi-
ce-president Abhi Dahiva, of
ransacking the union office.
NSUI has denied the allega-
tions and In turn accused
ABVP of vandalising Dahi-
va's office. Meanwhile, DUSU
president Tushar Dedha has
filed a complaint. According
to a statement by ABVE at 3
am on Sunday, NSUIl members
vandalised the offices of Ded-
ha, DUSU secretary Aparajita,
joint secretary Sachin Baisla,
as well as the visitor room.

ABVP members shared vi-
deos of vandalism that they
claim were taken at the time
of the incident. The members
claim that the “goons” first
consumed alcohol in Dahiva's

Jatin Kurmar

The activist dismissed the allegations by the protesters (in pic)
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ashed. They further alleged that
at least three complaints filed
against Shukla regarding the is-
sue had gone unaddressed, pro-
mpting them to undertake the
“silent protest”.

Shukla denied the allega-
tions, stating that there had been
only one “unfortunate” incident
of a bite. She said, “These are re-
scued dogs and all sterilised.
Theyaretended toand keptclean.
The whole 1ssue is like making a
mountain out of a molehill. The-

re was one unfortunate incident
where a woman was bitten by a
dog sitting at my house’s gate. [
had met heracoupleof times, and
she is okay now People must also
be more accepting. Even [ have
been bitten somany times.”
Varun Varma, president of
Jor Bagh association, however,
said, “We are all animal lovers he-
re and have pets. This is an issue
of being irresponsible and affec-
ting others' liberty and compro-
misingsafety, She has15dogs, and

only two handlers take them for a
walk without a leash. Somany pe-
ople have been bitten or attack-
ed.” Varma claimed that the area
had a well-fenced park where the
dogs could enjoy for a couple of
hours twice a day, but Shukla had
“turned a blind eve to the issue”.
He added, “The dogs defecate
there. The poop is never cleaned
by the handlers. Who doesn't
want a peaceful and safe neigh-
bourhood? We have complained
to her, but she is always indiffe-

Cabbie sounds horn & disrupts ABVI alleges vandalism,

O1Ns

office and then vandalised the
property in the DUSU office.

ABVP has demanded that
the university administra-
tion remove Dahiva from his
position and police take ac-
tion against him.

NSUI denied the allega-
tions and accused ABVP of
vandalizing Dahiya's office
“Last night, several ABVP
members attacked my office at
Delhi University Their reac-
tion came after | exposed the
fake degree of an ABVP office-
bearer and DUSU president,”
Dahivaclaimed inastatement.

"ABVP is conspiring to de-
fame me and NSUI I will expo-
se this conspiracy by taking le-
gal action and bringing the
truth to light in court,” he ad-
ded. He demanded that CCTV
footage of the incident be ma-
de public. Police said they had
received a complaint from
Dedha at Maurice Nagar poli-
ce station and would soon be
filingan FIR in the matter.

Residents of Jor Bagh allege attacks by
dogs kept by activist, carry out protest

rent. The police also do nothing.
S0, we had no other option but to
hold this silent protest.”

The protesters said they had fi-
led three complaints on the issue,
with the mostrecent beingon July
1 after an 81-yvear-old resident was
bitten. However, they claimed, no
action had been taken sofar,

*Noneof thecomplaints have
been converted into an FIR. The
police ask us to go to NDMC. On
July 1, after an 81-year-old relati-
ve of mine was bitten, a compla-
int was lodged. Though Shukla
came to meet her a couple of ti-
mes, the problem remains unre-
solved,” said Yatharth Kumar,
one of the protesters.

Another resident, Swati, alle-
ged that the dogs raised a stink,
and their persistent barking cre-
ated a nuisance. “Last month, a
relative of mine visited us. Her
driver was attacked by a dog. One
of the handlers also mishehaved
with him,” she alleged. Another
resident claimed that dogs had
even defecated inside a local
temple. “I filed a complaint with
policeon Aprillafter she brought
dogs to a Shiva temple and one of
them defecated there. When con-
fronted, she started arguing with
us,” Vandana Singh alleged.
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Not So Welcoming: Restoration
Jheel Park Going Down The Drain

POOR UPKEEP: Partially Completed Project Slows Down Due To Lack Of Funds

Vibha.Sharma
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Therestoration of
Welcome Jheel Park in east
Delhi’s Shahdara has become
a seemingly interminable en-
deavour. Until 2022, the erst-
while East Delhi Municipal
Corporation had been active
in restoring the lake, greening
it and constructing a footpath,
amphitheatre and administra-
tive block. The partially comp-
leted park was even inaugura-
ted in Feb 2022 by member of
Parliament Manoj Tiwari. Af-
ter that, all progress slowed
down due to lack of funds and
even the finished work began
deteriorating in the absence
of maintenance.

Now, an MCD official con-
fided, there's a proposal to
transfer the upkeep of the
park to a non-govt organisa-
tion. However, a conclusive
decision hasn't been taken
on this vet.

“Under the central govt's
Atal Mission for Rejuvena-
tion and Urban Transforma-
tion (AMRUT 1) scheme, we
received Rs 14.2 crore and
used that for erecting the
park’s boundary wall, open
amphitheatre, sitting area
and to carry out work on the
lake,” the official said.
“Construction of the admini-
strative block, entry gates, fo-

ajesh Mehta
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The 62-acre space was to be developed into a recreational centre for east Delhi with ticketed entry
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otpath, parking and cycle
stands was also taken up.”

On Saturday, TOI saw how
wild vegetation had covered
the steps of the open amphit-
heatre, while the footpath and
administrative block remai-
ned incomplete. The grass was
patchy and there wasn't much
plantation at the site except for
anovergrowth of weeds.

BJP seeks review
of hike in power
purchase charge

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi BJP haswritten to the Delhi Electricity
Regulatory Commission (DERC) chairperson requesting
a review of the Power Purchase Adjustment Charge
(PPAC) hike by discoms and sought its discontinuation.

In the letter; Delhi BJP chief Virendra Sachdeva said the
move had caused widespread resentment among the people
duetothe hefty electricity bills they were getting this summer:

The bills of domestic consumers in Delhi have increased
duetotherevisionof the PPAC by 6to 8% since Feb this vear:

However, this hasnot affected the bills of consumerswho
get subsidies for up to 200 units, officials said on Wednesday.

Most parts of Delhi are supplied power by four discoms —

BSES Yamuna Power Limited, BSES
Rajdhani Power Limited, Tata Power
Delhi Distribution Limited, and NDMC.
In the case of BRPL and BYPL,
the increase is 8.75% and 6.15%, re-
spectively, and for Tata Power and
NDMC, it is 8.75% . Factoring in the
hike, the total PPAC for BRPL is
35.8%, for BYPL 37.8%, for Tata Po-
wer 37.9%, and for NDMC 38.8%.
Sachdeva said the PPAC, along with
other surcharges, amounts to an abnormally high amount in
the bill. He said Delhi BJP had studied the matter and found that
the PPAC was illegally imposed in 2011 by then Congress govt.

Sachdeva alleged that the discoms have been seeking
PPAC imposition as a temporary measure without with-
drawing the previously imposed PPAC, resulting in Del-
hiites paying up to37% as PPAC.

He said that if surcharges were added along with PPAC,
it would become equal to the actual electricity consumption
charges. The people of Delhifeel cheated and it's a constitu-
tional duty of DERC toprotect their interests, he said.

“PPAC was never a part of the approved Business Re-
gulatory Plan of Power Discoms, and it was allowed by
Kejriwal's govt around August 2015, and hence PPAC sho-
uld be reviewed, and it should not be allowed,” he said.

“*DERC should review the power tariff, and we repeat
that at these rates, discoms are earning huge profits.
Things like PPAC... should not be allowed,” he said.

AAP chief spokesperson Privanka Kakkar said free elec-
tricity is available for 24 hours and up to 200 units. “The chea-
pestelectricity is available in Delhi. BJP should explain why
there are power cuts in Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh,” she said.

AAP again targets
LG over felling of
LI0O trees in ridge

Times News NETWORK

UNITS OF FREE

ELECTRICITY IS
AVAILABLE FOR
DELHI RESIDENTS

New Delhi: AAP on Sunday alleged that even as Delhi govt
had taken several steps to control pollution in the capital,
trees were being cut at the behest of L. Addressing a press
conference, AAP chief spokesperson Privanka Kakkar al-
leged: "AAP govt is planting trees and is constantly trving to
make Delhi pollution-free. On the other hand, there is LG of
Delhi who secretly goes to an eco-sensitive zone and orders
felling of trees.” AAP has repeatedly alleged that Saxena
had a role in the “felling of

1,100 trees” i th id
J00 trees™ in southernrid-
AAP SAYS ge. BJP has counter-alle-
Delhi govt is planting | ¢°d that it was CM Arvind
rees and s comstantly | "o e
trying to make the city “In last 10 years, AAP
pollution-free. DII_I:IIE govt has taken many steps to
other hand, thereisLG | control pollution in Delhi.
who SEEI'EﬂH' gnEs to Amongthe long-termmeasu-
an eco-sensitive zone res, all1,700 industries in Del-
and orders tree felling hihavebeen converted torun

on PNG fuel. Delhi hasa very

progressive electric vehicle
policy under which the highest number of electric vehicles in
the country have been purchased in the capital.” she claimed.
Kakkar claimed AAP govt had brought Delhi's green co-
ver toa historic high in the last 10 vears to about 24%. In the
last four vears, 2 crore trees were planted in Delhi, she ad-
ded. Asmanyvas17city forestsexisted in Delhiand AAPgovt
was creating six more, she said. “An order of Supreme Co-
urt is required to cut even a single tree in ridge area of Sat-
bari,” she said. “On Feb 3, LG goes there and orders the fel-
ling of 1,100 trees. For the benefit of which capitalist friend
did LG himself goand give these directions?” she alleged.
LG's office did not respond to the allegations.

Local residents told TOI
that lack of maintenance by
MCD had robbed the park of
its charm. They said it this
negligence continued, the
works already undertaken or
partially completed would
become unusable.

MCD had requested Rs 10.7
crore under AMRUT 2 scheme
to complete the remaining res-

toration of the park-cum-lake,
but there hasn't been much
progress in this. Funds are al-
s0 needed for the construction
of air-conditioning shafts,
play area and for beautifica-
tion as planned initially.

The 62-acre space was to
have been developed intoare-
creational centre for east Del-
hi with ticketed entry. At one

An MCD official said there
was a proposal to
transfer the upkeep of
the park to a non-govi
organisation. However, a
conclusive decision hasn't
been taken on this yet

point, there were even plans
to construct a Bollywood-the-
med park on the premises. An
official had earlier said that
after completion of the pro-
ject, the department concer-
ned would invite a concessio-
naire to run the facilities —
boating, food court, parking,
booking of lawns for parties,
meeting halland amphitheat-
re — and for maintenance
and security, sharing the re-
venue generated inan agreed
ratio with MCD.

Following the trifurcation
in 2012, the east corporation
invested Rs 4 crore to revive
the lake, filling it with treated
water from a nearby drain.
The National Environmental
Research Institute, Pune, ex-
ecuted the project using the
‘phytorid wastewater treat-
ment technology'. According
to an official, the plant is still
operational and supplies 2-3
lakh litres of treated water
perday, while a total of 6 crore
litres of water is needed to fill
the lake completely.

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: AAP on Sunday
alleged that there was an acu-
te danger to chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal’s health in
judicial custody. Delhi cabi-
net minister Atishi said Kej-
riwal, who is a severe diabe-
tic, has had his sugar levels
falling dangerously low. Hit-
ting back, BJP called it a dra-
ma and said that when CM
was out of jail, he campaig-
ned extensively for Lok Sab-
ha polls without facing any
health issues, However, as his
arrest approached, he started
citing health issues.

Atishi said, “BJP has
conspired to put Kejriwal in
jail in a fake case. There is an
acute danger to his health.
His weight has declined by
8.5kg and his sugar levels ha-
vefallen below 50 five times in
his sleep. This is a worrying
situation, especially for a dia-
betic,” she said, addressing a
press conference. “If Kejri-
wal suffers a stroke, if there
1s brain damage or some per-
manent damage, who will be
responsible?” she asked, clai-
ming that AAP chief was
unable to get proper medical
attention as he was in jail.

Asked whether AAP wo-
uld approach court over the
matter, Atishi said they were
consulting their lawvers and
doctors over the issue. “BJP
should know that if anything
happens to Kejriwal, not just
the country, but God will also
not forgive them, " she said.

Supreme Court on Friday

ATISHI SAYS

BJP has conspired to
put Kejriwal in jail in a
fake case. His weight
has declined by 8.5kg
and his sugar levels
have fallen below 50
five times in his sleep

granted interim bail to Kejri-
wal in a money laundering
case registered against him
by ED in the alleged Delhi ex-
cise scam. However, Kejriwal
will remain in jail until he se-
cures interim or regular bail
in the same case, registered
against him by CBI, whichar-
rested him last month.

Delhi BJP chief Virendra
Sachdevasaid AAPfunctiona-
ries were aware AAP was lo-
sing its political significance
amidst growing allegations of
corruption. He added that if

Of Acute threat to CM’s health,
reiterates AAD; BJP hits back

TR

B

Kejriwal remained in jail for
an extended period, his party
might disintegrate. In such a
situation, “desperate” AAP
functionaries were reitera-
ting their statements daily to
secure Kejriwal's bail, he said.
“So, Atishi is repeating today
what Sanjay Singh said yester-
day. All AAP functionaries try
to influence not only the pub-
lic but also the courts by get-
ting their statements publis-
hed every day. However, they
will not succeed in their cam-
paign of spreading confusion
and rule,” he said.

sachdeva added: “Delhii-
tes are witnesses to how Kejri-
wal, whowas out on bail before
the elections, campaigned eve-
ry day, and no one saw him go-
ing to hospital even once. But
whenthedavof goingtojail ca-
me, he started pretending to be
illagain.”. Kejriwal's “poor he-
alth drama” was just an at-
tempt to mislead CBI court
and get bail, he claimed.
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

EE, CED, PW. Dte. invite online e-tender
for the work of, (i) "Day to day operation
of AC plant installed at {1) MC-Hub [VRF
units) [2) Hybrid CCU under MJIN
Medical College & Haospital, Cooch
Behar” Bid submission Start Date
(anline); 11.07.2024, Bid submission
Clasing Date (onlinel: 24.07.2024 upto
01.00 p.m. Corrigendum if any will be
published in website only. Details of NIQ
and tender documents may be
downloaded from
https://whtenders.gov.in Sdf- E.E., CED,
PW.OL, GOVT. OF W.B. jea-T11387121/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE

Executive Engineer, PW.Directorate,
Burdwan Division invites online e-tender
for the work of "Restoration of Kachari
Road from Gas Godown to Badamtala,
PW.D, Sub-Division Office to Court
Masjid, Copila Sweet Shop to 5.F. Office
Gate and Badamtala Marriage Hall to
Kalna Road in the district of Purba
Bardhaman under Burdwan Division,
PW.D." Estimated Amount:
Rs.13,58,431.12, M.l.e T No.: 03 of 2024-
2025, Tender | D t
2024 PWD_711908_1. Bid Submission
Start Date [Online): 11.07.2024 from
6:00 PM. Bid Submission Closing Date
(Online): 05.08.2024 upto 2:00 P.M.
Corrigendum if any will be published in
website only. Details of N.l.eT and
Tender Documents may be downloaded
from: https:/fwbtenders.gov.in
Sd/- Executive Engineer-l, Burdwan

Division, PW.Dte, ICA-T11388{3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
The Executive Engineer, PWD, Kolkata
East Division invites eTender on
Percentage basis vide e-Tender Mao.
WEBPWD/EE/KED/NIT-14,/2024-2025 for
S[five} nos work vide Tender ID MNo.
2024 'WBPWD 711058 1to 5 of 2024-
2025, Bid Submission Start date (online)
Is 16.07.2024 from 2.30 P.M. Bid
Submission clasing date (online) is
24.07.2024 upta 2.30 PM. Corrigendum
if any will be published in weabsite only.
Details of MLLT and Tender documents
may be down loaded from
https://whetenders.gov.in
5df- Executive Engineer, PWD, Kolkata
East Division. ICA-T11386(2)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
ABRIDGED E-TENDER NOTICE
NO. WBFOR/DFORPN/eNIT_02/SPAP ta
14/5PAP of 2024-25
E-Tender are invited from eligible
bidders having experience of similar
type of works for "Creation of 5al & QG5
PFlantation" vide eNIT MNo.
"“WEBFOR/DFORPN/eMNIT_D02/5PAP to
14/5PAP of 2024-25" The aNIT will be
published in the portal
www.awbtenders.govin on 16/07/2024
at 11.00 AM and the last date for online
bid submission [Bid Closing] is
22/07/2024 upto 5.00 PM, For further
details, eligible bidders are requested to
download the E-Tender Notice fram
website www,whtenders.gov.in and
www. westbengalforest gov.in
5d/- Shivanand Ram, WBFS, Divisional
Forest Officer, Rupnarayan Division.
ICA-T11374(3] /2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
TENDER NOTICE
The Executive Engineer Salt Lake
Reclamation Division invites one no.
online percentage rate basis e-tenders
vide Tenmnder 1D MNo.
2024 _UDD_707050_1 WEBUDSMASEE/S
SLRD/NIT-06(e)/2024-25 of EE /SLRD
dated 05/07/2024 Value of work is Rs.
32,29.264.00. Start and Last date of
submission of bid online are 15/07/2024
and 29/07/2024 upto 13-00Hrs.
respectively. All documents can be seen
/ obtained from the website
https://wbtenders.gav.in Detailed
information can also be seen in the
website:www.wburbanservices.gov.in
and office Motice Board, 5d/- Executive
Engineer, Salt Lake Reclamation
Division. ICA-T11375(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-NOTICE INVITING TENDER
No. WBIW/EE/BDD/NIT-09{e)/2024-25,
[3rd Call of e-N.1.T No.
WBIW/EE/BDD/NIT-17e)/2023-24] On
behalf of the Governor, West Bengal, e-
tender is Invited by the Executive
Engineer, Bidyadhari Drainage Division,
from the eligible reliable, bonafide &
resourceful contractors for 02 (Two) no.
Works amounting ranging from Rs.
56.49 Lakh to Rs. 62.17 Lakh {approx). All
necessary details may be had in Govt.
website | www.whiwd.gov.in or
https:whbtenders. govin Publishing date :
15.07.2024 on 17 0dhrs., Bid submission
start date : 15.07.2024 from 17.30Hrs.
Bid Submission end date : 29,07.2024 till
15.00Hrs. 5d/- Executive Engineer,
Bidyadhari Dralnage Division, Taki Road

Barasat, Kol-700124. yea v11378(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
HALDIA DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
City Centre, P.O. Debhog, Haldia
Dist. Purba Medinipur, PIN-721657
Toll Free No. 1800-345-3224
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
No. 06/HDA/EC-ELECT/2024-25
Online (E-Tender) tender in a two bid
system s hereby invited for “NEW
ELECTRICAL WORKS AT ANNEX
BUILDING OF TRIBENI SANGAM GUEST
HOUSE AT GEOMEHALI, MAHISHADAL,
PURBA MEDINIPUR.” Estimated Cost of
work: 19,47,207/-, Document
downloading date: 15/7/24 at 4.30 p.m.
to 30/7/24 up to 2:30 p.m. Starting date
of bid submission: 22/07,/24 at 5.00 p.m.
Last date of online bid submission:
30/07/2024 up to 3:30 p.m. Information
in details is available in the office and in
the website of HDA : www hda govin
E-Tender can be submitted through:

tender .in 5d/- Chief
Executive Officer, HDA.Im“”m]] 024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDER NOTICE
The Office of the Divisional Forest
Officer, Panchet Division, Bishnupur,
Dist.-Bankura, invites vide e-tender
Motice MNos. WBFOR/PNT/SP/BKD/
QGS/SAL/2YMNT-15 (e) of 24-25,
WBFOR/PNT/SPfVP/OQGS/SAL/2Y/
MMNT-16 (&) of 24-25, WBFOR/PNT/5P/
IPfOQGS/SAL/Bamboo/2Y/MNT-17(e)
of 24-25, WBFOR/PNT/SP/OD/
QG5/5AL/Bamboo/2Y/MNT-18 (e) of
24-25, WBFOR/PNT/SP/TD/QGS/
SALS2Y/MNT-19 (e) of 24-25, WBFOR/
PNT/SP/ALLSOGS/SALSIY/MNT-20{e)
of 24-25 regarding “2nd Year Plantation
Maintenance of Panchet Division™ &
3rd Year Plantation Maintenance of
Panchet Division” of State Plan during
FY. 2024-25. Bid Submission will be
started from 15/07/2024 at 11:00 a.m.
to 30/07 /2024 at 05:00 p.m. Interested
cantractors/bidders are here by
requested to check the website-

www whtenders.gov, 1n,
www. bankuraforest.in &

contact the office of the undersigned for
details. 5d/- Raju Sarkar, Divisional
Forest Officer, Panchet Divisian,

Bishnupur. ICA-T11373{3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
West Bengal Tourism Development
Corporation Limited
(A Govt. of West Bengal Undertaking)
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
NIT No. 02/ WBTDCL OF 2024-25
(Technical) 2nd Call
Tender ID- 2024_WBTDC_711293 1to
2024 WEBTDC_711293_4
WEBTDCL invites the following e-Tender
from the reputed, bonafide and
experienced agencies having reguisite
credentials. "AMC works of Civil,
Electrical and S&P at Bishnupur Tourism
Property.. (Rs. 16, 50,961/-); AMC works
of Civil, Electrical and S&P at Maithon
Tourism Property. {Rs. 16,50,961/-);
AMC works of Civil, Electrical and 5&P at
Shoilpic Tourism Property.
(Rs. 16,50,961/-); AMC works of Civil,
Electrical and S&F at Gangasagar
Tourism Property {Rs. 16,50,961/-). Start
date & time of documents download:
15.07.2024, 11:00 Hrs. Last date & time
of Bid Submission: 30.07.2024, 15:00
Hrs. Dwetails are available in website:

J whtenders.gov.in

www.whidcl,com

5d/- Superintending Engineer, West
Bengal Tourism Development
Corparation Limited. ICA-T11382(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

e-TEMDER NOTICE

e-Tender is invited by the Ex-Engr
Bol MDD, PHED aon behall of Governor af
WE. vide Ref. No. WBPHED/15/ /8ol
M DJS24-25 and | B =
2024 PHEDR_711185_1 to 5 for
Operation, Maintenance & Guarding of
Bolpur Project Works & PMTLU in Birbhum
Diserict. Details can be obtained from
the website: waweowbienders.govin The
last date of tender submission is
207 2024 upto 12,00 noon. 54/ - for Ex-
Engr, Bol.Mech, Divn,, PHED.
HEA-T11437(3),

e-Tender are invited for - Repairing wark
for plumbing line, water supply line and
drainage line of Pragati Maidan, Fire
Station. Estimated Amount :
Rs. £,19,412.00. e-MIT no. 04/2024-25.
Tender ID- 2024 WEBEPWD_T711939 1.
Bid submission 5tart date {onlime):
11.07.2024 upto 5.55 p.m. Bid
submission closing date {online):
24.07.2024 upto 1.30 p.m. Corrigendum
if any will be published in website only.
Detalls of NIT and Tender documents
may be Download from:
http:/fwhtender.gov.in 5d/- EXECUTIVE
EMGIMEER, KOLKATA DIVISION, S0OCIAL
SECTOR, PW.DTE. ICA-T1138 003} 2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
MNieT MNo. 14/A5DI of 2024-25, E.E-,
Alipore Division, PWD. Name of Work=
Urgent Civil Warks (repairing of college
E Hostel Building with other allied
works) of Institute of Education for
Women, Hastings House, CTE, Alipore,
Kolkata. (Rs. 6,83,067.00). Bid
Submission end date 24.07.2024 upto
15.00 P.M. Tender 1D:
2024 WEBPWD_T11946 1. Details will
be available from the website
http:/fwhbtenders govin and notice
board of this office on all working days
within office hours, 5d/f- Executive
Engineer-11, alipore Division, PWD,
ICA-T11385(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
The Executive Engineer, PWD, Kolkata
East Division invites e-Tender on
Percentage rate and tem rate basis vide
e-Tender No. WBPWD/EE/KED/NIT-
13/2024-2025 for 1{one} no wark vide
Tender ID Mo, 2024 WEBPWD_710858 1
of 2024-2025. Bid Submission Start date
{onling) is 16.07.2024 from 2.30 P.0. Bid
Submission closing date {onlina) is
31072023 upto 2,30 PM. Corrigendum
if any will be published in website only.
Details of M.LT and Tender documents
may be down loaded from
https://whetenders.gov.in
5d/- Executive Engineer, PWD, Kolkata
East Division. ICA-T11385({3) /2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDER NOTICE

Tender ID: 2024_PHED_712590_(1-97)
WBPHE/EE/IMD/NleT 15 OF 2024-2025
Ref: Memo No. 3762/IMD dated 11.07.2024
The Executive Engineer, Ihargram
Mechanical Division, PHE Dte. has
invited open e-Tender for the work (51
no. 1 to 97) as mentioned in the
respective MleT, Last date of submission
25.07.2024. For details please wvisit
www. whtenders. gov.in & the
departmental website i.e.
www.wbphed.gowvin and Office Matice

Board, Sd/- EE/IMD, PHE Dte.
HCA-T11436(2)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

0/0 the Executive Engineer, PW.Dte,
Purba Medinipur Electrical Division,
Tamluk, Pin-721636
NOTICE INVITING QUOTATION
Mo.- NIQ-18/Q of 2024-2025(1st retender)
Tender 10: 2024_WBPWD_696498_2
Bid Submission Last date:- 24.07.2024
upto 1:00 P, Opening Date: 1,00 F.M,
of 26.07.2024. Name Of Wark : Day to
day Comprehensive routine &
preventive maintenance & operation of
different Air-conditioning system
installed at Sub-divisional Hospital, PWD
Offices, in Haldia, Purba Medinipur. {1st
re-tender). Further detalls can be seenin
the above mentioned office during
working hours or in Official Website
www.pwdwb.govin 5df- EE, PMED,

PWDte, ICA-T11418(2)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD e-TENDER NOTICE
Executive Engineer, Bardhaman
Electrical Division, PAW.D. invites online
e-Tender for the work of ; Repair and
Renowvation of CBS [Ortho) Including all
adjoining rooms and corridor and
toilets in the compound Burdwan
Medical College and Hospital, Burdwan
eNIT/NIQ No.- WBPWD/EEBED/NIT-
35/2024-25, Tender 1D:
2024 _WBPWD_712293 _1.Bid
submission start date{anline):
11.07.2024 from 05:00 P, Bid
submission closing datelaniine}):
15.07. 2024 upto 02:00 P.B.
Corrigendum if any will be published in
wiebsite only, Details of NLT /NG, and
Tender documents may be downloaded
from: http://wbtenders.gov.in
5d/- Executive Engineer, P.W.D,

Bardhaman Electrical Division,
ICA-T11411(2)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
Superintending Engineer, Western
Electrical Circle, BEWLD, invites onlins
e-Tender for the waork of Yearly
malntenance of E.I. of Kalna 5.D.
Hospital under Kalna Electrical Section,
PWD In the dist, of Purba Bardhaman
Round the clack for the one year, eNICL
Mo.- WBPWD/SEWEC/BEDSNIC-
39/2024-25, Tender 1D:
2024 _WEBPWD_711914_1, Bid
submission start date [online]:
16.07,2024 from 03:00 P.M. Bid
submission clesing date {online)
24072024 upto 3,00 PM, Corrigendurnm
if any will be published in website anly.
Details of ML and Tender documents
may be downloaded from:
hitp:ffwbtenders.govin Sd/-5.K. Biswas,
Superintending Engineer, PW.D.,
Western Electrical Cirele. ICA-T11806{3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

TIME EXTENSION
CORRIGENDUM NOTICE
Name of the work - "Replacement of Old
damaged Arch culvert by 2.0mx2.0m
double cell Box culver? at ¢ch.0.70km of
Baradighi Nagrakata Road under
Jalpaiguri Highway Division in the
district of Jalpaiguri.” Estimated
Amount: Rs. 32,19,105.00, Tender Ref.
No: WEBPWD/EE/IHD/NIeT-01/24-25,
Tender ID: 2024 5H_ 6891067 1. Bid
submission closing date {enline):
23/07/2024 up to 16.00 PM. Further
Corrigendum if any will be published in
website only. Details N.LT. and Tender
documents may be downloaded from:
http:/fwbtenders.govin Sd/- EE, PW(R),

IHD, lalpalguri, Govt. of W.B.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Executive Engineer, PAW.DY, Morth 24 Prgs
Electrical Division invite gnline e-Tender
for the work of ;- "Electrical repair &
renovation work of Chowberia Babu
Jagjiban Ram Chhtrabus, VilleMouza-
Chowberia, Block-Bongaon under the
control of BOW Departrment, Morth 24

Parganas” NIT MNo:
WBPWD/EE/NZ4/ELSe-NIT-142/24-25
Tender id: 2024_'WBPWD_T12487 1.
Pre Bid Meeting Date: 16/07,/2024 Bid
Submission start date [Online):
17/07/2024 Bid Submission End date
{Cnline}: 02/08/2024 Corrigendum if
amy will be published website only.
Details of NIT & tender documents may
be downloaded fram
http://whbtenders.govin 5d/- Executive
Engineer, PW.D NORTH 24 PARGAMAS
ELECTRICAL DIVISION. ICA-T11429(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

PWD TENDER NOTICE
Online bids are invited for the work
under Tender K

2024 WBPWD_711516_1. For details
please follow the website:
www.whtenders.govin Sd/- EE, PWD,
Malda Electrical Division.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER MOTICE
Online tender is invited by the
undersigned for the work; “Up-
gradation of Electrical Installation works
far Mew Treasury Bullding (B+G+9
storied) at Collectorate Compound of
South 24 Parganas at Alipore, Kolkata-
TODO2TF." Tender No:
PWDO/SE/KEC/MNITOB/S24-25, ID Mo,
2024 \WEBPWD_T12123 1. Document
Doewnload Closing 09.08,2024 upto 12
noon, Website: etenderwb.nic.in For
detalls contact at the office of the
undersigned, Corrigendum if any will be
published only on the said website.
5df- 3. Bhadurl, Superintending

Engineern PWD, Kolkata Elec, Circle,
ICA-TLLALT[3),2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
MIEIRT Mo. 11 of 2024-25, E.E-l, Alipore
Division, PWD. Mame of Work-
Observance of Kanyashree Day - Venue
Branding with Kanyashree IEC materials
inside as well as outside of the venue
under Alipore Division, PWD during the
2024-25, (Earnest Money Rs. 1,10,000/-}
Bid Submission end date 31.07.2024
upto 15.00 hrs, Tender 1D:
2024 WEBPWD_T123457 1. Details will
be available from the wehsite:
htip:/fwhtenders.gow.in and natice
board of this office on all working days
within office hours. 5d/f- Executive
Enginear-l, Alipore Division, PWD.
ICA-T11424{3)/2028

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
Executive Engineer, PW.D, Marth 24 Prgs
Electrical Division invite online e-Tender
for the work of: "Electrical repair and
rengvation work of Sarama Singh
Central Hostel for 5C Girls, Municipality
Barasat, Ward no-9, Morth 24 Parganas.”
MIT Mo: WBPWD/EE/N24/EL/e-NIC-
141/24-25. Tender id:
2024 WBPWD_711748 1. Pre Bid
Maating Date: 16.07.2024 at 12.00 Hrs.
Bid Submission start date {Online):
18.07.2024, Bid Submission Closing date
(Online): D2.08.2024. Corrigendum if
any will be published website anly.
Details of NIT & tender documents may
be downloaded from
http://whbtenders.govin 5d/- Executive
Engineer, PW.D., NORTH 24 PARGANAS

ELECTRICAL DIVISION. yea. 111306

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
EE/PWD/Purulia Division invites Online
e-tender for 04{Four} Nos. warks refated
to Mtc of building under Purulia Division
FWD. N.LE.T. NO. 04 of 2024-2025. Bid
submission start date [(Online)
15.07.2024. Bid submission closing date
{Online} 22.07.2024. Corrigendum if any
will be published in website anly. Details

of N.L.T. and documents may be

downloaded from:
httg:,!ﬂwbet&nders-gnv.in TEMDER 1D
NO: 2024 WEBPWD _ 712189 1,
2024 WBPWD_71218%9_2,
2024 WBPWD_712189_3 &
2024 WBPWD_712189 4. Sd/-
Executive Engineer, Purulia Division,
P.W.D. ICA-T11413(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
Assistant Engineer, Kolkata North Sub-
Division-l, PAW.D. invites online e- tender
for the work 51-01. "Structural Health
Audit/Damaged assessment for
different buildings Inside Dum Dum
Central Correctional Home {DDCCH)
under Kolkata Morth Division during the
wvear 2024-2025." Estimated Amount Bs.:
MleQ Tender D
2024 _WBPWD_712233 1, NieT No:
WBPWD/AE/KNSD-I/NIeQ-04/24-25,
Bid Submission upload start date:
17.07.2024 from 11:05 Hours. Bid
Submission upload end date:
24.07.2024 upto 02:00 Hours. The
details of NleT and Tender document
may be downloaded from

http://whtenders.govin 5d/-AE, KNSD-I,
PWD, GOUVT. OFW.B.  ica-T11210§2)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

PWD TENDER NOTICE
Executive Engineer, Howrah Highway
Division, PW. [Roads) Directorate invite
MIT (e) No.:-04 of 2024-25 bearing
tenger id no.-
2024 5H 712083 12024 S5H 712083
2 & 2024 SH_T712083_3 in the website:
http:/fetenderwhb,nic.in details name of
work mentioned under above NIT,
Interested contractors [ Agencies
requested to wvisit above website. Any
other information please contact the
office of the Executive Engineer, Howrah
Highway Division, P.W.(Roads)
Directorate during working hours.
5df- Executive Engineer, Howrah
Highway Division Public Works (Roads)

Directorate. ICA-T11412(2) /2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
0/0 the Executive Engineer, PW.Dte.
Paschim Medinipur Electrical Division,

Sahid Mangal Pandey Sarani,

Midnapur-721101
Notice Inviting e-Quotation
No.- WBPWD/EE/PMED/NIC-
02/e-Q/2024-2025

Tender |D: 2024 _WBPWD_712327 1
Last date of submission of bid:-
29.07.2024 upto 1:00 PM. Name Of
Work : Supply, installation, testing and
commissioning (SITC) of a total of 16 nos
of air-conditioning units for the different
office rooms of Medinipur Circle and
Charge office under CTD. EMD Amt.
Rs. 30,340.00. Further details can be
seen in the above mentioned office
during working hours or in Official
Website www.pwdwb.gov.in Far all
details and online tender submission
visit hitps://wbtenders govin 5d/- EE,

PMED, PWDte. T—

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Executive Engineer Asansol Highway
Division, PW. (Roads) Directorate, World
Bank M.H. Campus (Behind Asansol Girl's
College) Asansol: 713304, Publication of
15t Corrigendum against - Online e-NIQ-
02 of 24-25 for the work of : Supply of
Security Guards in different Stack yard,
office, Inspection Bungalow, campus
etc. for the period of 1 {one) year under
Asansol Highway Division, PW.{Roads)
Directt. Paschim Burdhaman, during the
FY 2024-25. Tender 1D:
2024 _SH_695825_1. Tender ref. No. :
WEBPWD,/Rds/EE/AHD/eNIQ-02/2024-
25, Bid Submission closing date {onling)
22.07.2024 up to 14:30 PM. Details 1st
Carrigendum of N.1.Q., and Tender
documents may be download from :
http://wbpwd.gov.infhome/
tender.html 5d/- E.E., AH.D., PW.(R)D.,

GOVT. OF W.B. ICA-T11420(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
Executive Engineer [PW.D), Jalpaiguri
Division, Jalpaiguri invites online tender
for the work: “Gairkata Ramsai
Road_Patch repairing of Potholes
chainage 0.00 Kmp to 1.50 Kmp In
stretches and other allied works at
Gairkata Sub-Division, under Jalpaiguri
Division, PWD during the year
2024 20257 Estimated Amount Put To
Tender: Rs. 13,65,205.00, [Tender |D:
2024_PWD_711757_1]. Tender Ref No:
WBPWD/EE/IPGD/NIeT_06/2024_25.
Bid submission closing date {online):
29.07.2024 upto 12.00 hrs. Bid Opening
date (online); 31.07.2024 at 12.30 Hrs.
Corrigendum if any will be published in
website only. Details of NleT documents
may be downloaded from:
hitg://whtenders gov.in Sd/- EE,
JALPAIGURI DIVISION, PWD, GOVT. OF
W.B. ICA-T11402(4)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
0/0 the Superintending Engineer, PWD
South-Western Electrical Circle,
Sahid Mangal Pandey Sarani,
Midnapur-721101
MOTICE INVITING e-QUOTATION
MieQ MNo.- WBPWD/SE/SWEC/NIQ

2024 _WBPWD_711931. Last date of
submission of bid - 27.07.2024 upto
16:00 Hrs. Name Of Work:- Repair /
Replacement of the Air Conditioning
System in the Prenatal Intensive Care
Unit at Matrima Building, Midnapore
Medical College and Hospital, Paschim
Medinipur. & WBPWD/SE/SWEC/NIO
20/2023-24, Tender 1D;
2024 _WBPWD_T712146. Last date of
submission of bid - 27.07.2024 upto
16:00 Hrs. Name Of Work:- Electrical
Installation work for setting up of
permanent VWDC (Vulnerable Witness
Deposition Centres) in the 1st floor of
existing ARD building at the sadar Court
premises, Midnapore, Paschim
Medinipur SITC of AC Machine.
Further details can be seen in the above
mentioned office during working hours
or in Offlcial Website
wiwvw.pwidwb. povin For all details and
online tender submission wvisit

https:/fwhtenders_gov.in Sd/- 5E, SWEL,

PN Dte. ICA-T1140303) /2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
Executive Engineer, PW.D. Midnapur
Division at Midnapore, district Paschim
Medinipur invites e-Tender Mo. 2 (5} of
2024-25 for 05 {five) nos. work related to
Building & Road works (1) Civil work for
the Installation of New Lifts (02 nos) at
East Side and West Side of Mother and
Child Hub Building (Covid Ward) at
Midnapore Medical College and
Hospltal {2] Repair, Benovatlon and
Horizontal extension work of
Orthopedic and Surgery OT Complex at
15t floor of Bidhan Block within Medical
College and Hospital, in the district of
Paschim Medinipur. [Civil Work) (3)
Urgent repairing of Midnapur Town
Road (M.L.Khan Road from Ch.-0.00 Km.
to 5.60Km., Sampriti Sarani from Ch,-
0.00Km, to 3.00KEm.) by Pot-holes,
Fremix Carpeting & 5eal Coat in the
district of Paschimm Medinipur [5)
Kharagpur 500, Residential Campus
Read of length 280.0 M for Repairing the
Surface of the existing internal road at
Kharagpur 5.0.0. Residential Campus,
Kharagpur in the District of Paschim
Medinipur Tender Id :
2024_WBPWD_712504_1 to 5. Bid
submission closing date 22.07.2024 for
sl,no. 4 & 5and 29.07.2024 forsl. ma, 1,2
& 3 upto 14.00hrs, (onling], Details will
be available at wewwhpwd.govin &
this office Motice Board, Further detall
information shall be available from the
office of the wundersigned from
11.00a.m. to 4.00p.m. on any working
day. 5d/- Atanu Maiti. Executive
Engineear, PWD Midnapur Division.

ICA-T11427{3)

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
Online tender is invited by the
undersigned for the work: "LUp-
gradation of Electrical Installation works
for New Administrative Building (B+G+3
storied) at Collectorate Compound of
south 24 Parganas at Alipare, Kolkata-
700027 .7 Tender No:
PWD/SEJEEC/MNITO9/24-25, 1D Mo.
2024 WEPWD _T12410_1, Document
Download Closing 09.08.2024 upto 12
noon, Website: etenderwh.nic.in For
details contact at the office of the
undersigned. Corrlgendum if any will be
published only on the said website,
5d/- 5. Bhaduri, Superintending

Engineer, PWD, Kolkata Elec, Circle,
ICA-T11416{ 3]/ 2034

L

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

PWD TENDER NOTICE

Online e-Tender for the work of “Supply
& Installation of metal sign board of
Front Gate and Main Building at
Government General Degree College,
Chapra, Madia.” Estimated Amount :
Itern Rate, eNI(l No: WBPWD/EE/NED/
NIQ e-T/O9/(1st call) 24-25, Bid
submission start date [onlineg}
11.07.2024 from 05.00 P.M. Bid
submission closing date |online)
19.07.2024 from 01.00 P.M. MIT and
Tender document may be download
from http://wbtenders. gov.in 5d/- R.B.
Mallick, Executive Engineer, PWD, Madia
Electrical Division, Krishnagar, Madia,

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
ELE., MH.D-l, Public Works (Roads)
Directorate, invites online e-MNIT. e-MNIT
Mo, 3 [(SL Ma. 1 ta 2) of 2024-2025,
Tender Id : 2024_S5H_711752_I,
2024 _SH_711752_2. Bid Submission
start date (online) : 16.07.2024. Bid
Submission of closing date {onling)
24.07.2024. Corrigendum if any will be
published in website only. Details of NIT
and Tender documents may be
downloaded fram E
swww whtenders.powin 5d/- E.E.,
M.H.D.-Il, GOVT, QF WEST BENGAL,
ICA-T11408(2)2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER/QUOTATION NOTICE
Executive Engineesr, PW.Dte., Kolkata
Electrical Division, invites e-tender for
the work of “Temporary electrical
installation & working light in
connection of co-ordination meeting in
Aug'2024 under MESD, PWD." Vide
e-tender no. WEBPWD/EE-KED/eMIO-
130/24-25, Tender |ID-
2024 _WBPWD_T12175_1. Bid
submission end date is 24.07.2024 upto
12.00 P.M. Details of Tender documents
incl. Corrigendurm, if any will be available

at website: http://whtenders, gov.in
5d/- Executive Engineer, PW,. Dte.,

Kalkata Electrical Division,
ICA-T11405(2)2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
(Time Extension]
Executive Engineer Berhampore
Division-l, PWD invites tender through
anline for 10 (ten) Mos. of Regular
maintenance wark in different locations
under this Division wide eMNIT MNo.
WEBPWD/EE/BD-1/e-NIT- 02/2024-25.
Tender Id ; 2024_PWD_700815_1,
Tender |d : 2024 PWD 700815 2,
Tender Id : 2024 _PWD_700815_9,
Tender Id : 2024 _PWD_TO0815_10. Bid
Submission end date & Time :
26.07.2024 at 11.30a.m. Details will be
available from the website
http://wbtenders.gov.in and notice
board of this office on all working days
within office hours., 5df- Executive
Engineer, PW.D. Berhampore Division-|,

ICA-T11433(2)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
/0 the Superintending Engineer, PWD
South-Western Electrical Circla,

Sahid Mangal Pandey Sarani Midnapur-721101
MNOTICE INVITING E-QUOTATION
No. — WBPWD/SE/SWEC/NIQ21/2024-
25 TenderID:- 2024 WBPWD_ 712152
Last date of submission of bid :-
19.07.2024 up to 16:00Hrs Mame Of
Waork:- Vertical extension work of Covid
Ward at Midnapur Mother & Child Hulbs,
Paschim Medinipur District— External EI
wiork for Modification of the existing
electrical power supply at Matrima
Buillding & WBPWD/SE/SWEC/ NIQ
22/2023-24 Tender 1D:
2024 WBPWD_712156. Last date of
submission of bid - 19.07.2024 up to
16:00 Hrs Mame OF Work: - Vertical
axtensian work of Cowid Ward at
Midnapur Mother & Child Hub, Paschim
Medinipur District--== SITC of RAC
machines at SNCU & NICL of Mother &
Child Hub building. Further details can
be seen in the above mentioned office
during working hours or In Official
Website: W, I : in Far all
detalls and online tender submission
visit https://wbtenders. govin 5d/-SE,
SWEC, PWDte ICA-T11409{2)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
EASTERN CIRCLE, PHE DTE. NIJALAY,
PLOT NO. CN-8, SEC-V, SALT LAKE CITY,
KOLKATA - 00031

TENDER NOTICE
Tender Reference No:
WEBPHED/SE/EC/NIET-05/2024-25
Tender ID : 2024_PHED_707927_1
2024_PHED_707927_2
2024_PHED_707927 3 &

2024_PHED_707927_4
e-Tenders in WEBF 2911 are invited for
the waork: - “Different works related to
water supply scheme at PULA
SAHAPUR [/ BHATRA PIPED WATER
SUPPLY SCHEME within LABPUR Block
including supply of all labour & materials
& Sinking of 200 mm dia all through and
150 m deep tubewell, 590 m X 410 m
Pump room / Chlorine room with
sanitary arrangements, 4,10 m X 3.50 m
Pump house without sanitary
arrangements,, Boundary wall, 5oil
Investigation, Land development, Rising
main, Laying distribution, road
restoration for Zone-1 & Zone-ll and
Providing functional household tap
connection related to water supply
scheme at Augmentation OF Ground
Water Based Hazarpur Zone-| & Zone-|l /
Kashtagara Piped Water Supply 5cheme
within RAMPURHAT-I & Il Block under
BIRBHUM Division, PHE Dte. &
Corrigendum Uploaded (51 1 TO 4)." Bid
Submission Closing date [online) =
05.08.2024 at 2.00 p.m. Further details
are available in the website: -
http://wbtenders.gov.in/nicgep/app.
5d/- Superintending Engineer, Eastern
Circle, PHE Dte,

ICA-T11443(3)/2024

TIMES CITY
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Metro to conduct survey

New Delhi: Delhi Metro will
conduct its tenth customer sa-
tisfaction
Monday to collect feedback
from commuters on its servi-
ces and various facilities at
metro stations, according to
anofficial statement. pri

survey

starting

Crossing The Line...
Deadly Tracks Flagged

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
CORRIGENDUM NOTICE
Corrigendum of e-Tender is call by the
Executive Engineer, MWSD-I, PH.E. Dte.
an behalf of Governor of West Bengal
vide Reference Nao.
WBPHED/SDZe/EE/NWSD-1 OF 2024-
2025 and {ID- 2024_PHED 705816 _2).
Details will be available in the website
whtenders.govin & whphed. govin New
Technical and financial bid submission
closing date (onling) is D5/08/2024 upto
01:00 PM. instead of 23/07/2024 @
01:00 M. & New Date of opening of
Technical Propasals (online) closing date
is 07/08/2024 upto 01:00 P.M. instead of
25/07,/2024 @ 01:00 PeA. 5d/- for
Executive Engineer, NWSSD-1, P.H.E, Dtea.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDER NOTICE
e-Tender is invited by the E.E., NTKMD,
PHE Dte. on behalf of Governor of West
Bengal vide Ref No. PHE/NTKMD/e-07
o f 2024-25 and
1D:2024 PHED_712030 1 to 31 for
operation & guarding of different
pumping stations, substations,
chlorinations, cleanings, Tws etc. in AA-
I under NTK Project. Details will be
available in the website
whienders.gov.in The last date for
submission of tender is 31,07.2024 upto
12:00P.M. 5d/- EE/NTKMD, PHE Dte,
ICA-T11481(3

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

e-Tender is invited by the Ex-Engr.
Bol.MD, PHED on behalf of Governor of
W.E wvide Ref. Mo. WBPHED/16/Bol
MD/f24-25 and ] o i
2024_PHED_712841_1 to _4 for
Additional works, Supply & Delivery of
Spares Parts & Guarding of BMSD{D)
office & Patelnagar Store under Bol MD.
Details can be obtained from the
website; www.whtenders govin The last
date of tender submission is 27.07.2024
upto 12:00 noon. 5df- for Ex- Engr,

Bol.Mech. Divn., PHED \0p 1114401312024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

WEST BENGAL HOUSING BOARD

NOTICE
E-Tender s being imvited by the Deputy
Director{EW]-I, WBHB, 105, 5.N. Banerjee Road,
Kolkata-700014 for the work: ““Restoration of
owsriumed brick wall and construction of
barbed wire fencing within Sligurl Satellite
Township Project at Dabgram, Fulbarl, District-
Jalpaiguri under West Bengal Housing Board™,
Reference  NieT  Mo.;-WBHB/DD{EW)-I/
SLG/HB/ NIeT-02/2024-2025. Earnest money
Rs.12,415.00 Last date of on- lIine submission
22.07.2024. Other particulars will be avallable
in  the waebsite hito.//whtenders.gov.in

Comrigendum if amy will be published n e-
tender site onky. ICA-T11446{2] /2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
MNOTICE INVITING TENDER
NO. WBPHE/SAE/03/CHIN/2024-25
Tender is invited by the Assistant
Engineer, Chinsurah {Sadar) Sub-
Division, PHE Dte. for e-NIT No-
WEPHE/AESOISCHIN/24-25 under
Chinsurah {5adar) Sub-Divizion of
Hooghly Division, PHE Dte. Bid
submission Closing Date |5 22.07.2024
upto 03.00 p.m. For Details,
corrigendum/faddendum, participating
in the tender log on to ;-
www.whienders.govin 5d/- Assistant

Engineer, Chinsurah {Sadar) Sub-

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
EASTERN CIRCLE, PHE DTE. NIJALAY,
PLOT NO. CN-8, SEC-V, SALT LAKE CITY,
KOLKATA - 700091

TENDER NOTICE

Tender Reference No:
WEBPHED/SE/EC/NIET-04/2024-25
Tender ID : 2024_PHED_706057_1 &
2024_PHED_706057_2
e-Tenders in \WBF 2911 are invited for
the work: - "Construction of 150 & 100
Cum capacity 20 mtrstaging height R.C.C
Over Head water Reservoir as per
Departmental design, drawing and
specification including bored pile & pile
cap at Bouthakurani Zone-I /
Bouthakurani Zone-ll under Surface
Based Water Supply Scheme Hasnabad
{SM/06472) under Hasnabad Sub-
Division, PHE Dte, (5L-1 & 2) &
Corrigendum Uploaded.” Bid
Submission Closing date (online) =
02.08.2024 at 5.00 p.m. Further details
are available in the website: -
http://whtenders. gov.in/nicgep/app.
Sdf- Superintending Engineer, Eastern
Circie, PHE Dte.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
EASTERN CIRCLE, PHE DTE. NIJALAY,
PLOT MO, CN-8, SEC-V, SALT LAKE CITY,
KOLKATA - 7000591

TENDER NOTICE
Tender Referance Mo:
WEBPHED/SE/EC/NIET-06,/2024-25
Tender 10 : 2024 PHED_T10302 1
2024_PHED_710302_2, 2024_PHED_710302_3,
2024_PHED_710302 4, 2024_PHED_710302_5,
2024_PHED_710302_§, 2024_PHED 710302 7,
2024 _PHED_710302_8 & 2024 PHED 710302 9
e-Tenders in WEBF 2911 are invited for
the wark ;- "Additional Laying of D Rising
main § UPYC distribution pipe line and
Providing Functional Household Tap
Connection for the leftout partion,
protection works & other allied works in
connection with Augmentation of
Bhabanipur / Kanalkathi Bathalberia (2-
1} / Malancha (Z-1) / Katakhali /
Bamanpukuria / Rupmar (Z- & 1) [/
Bermajur / Petua Dhanihati / Mathbari
Abad, water supply scheme Hasnabad [/
Minakhan / Hingalganj f Sandeshkhali-I
J Sandeshkhali=ll Block under Hasnabad
Sub-Division, PHE Dte, (5. No, 1TO 9)".
Bid Submission Closing date [onling) =
09.058.2024 at 3.00 p.m.” Further details
are available in the website: -
http://whbtenders. gov.in/nicgep/app.
d/- Superintending Engineer, Eastern

Circle, PHE Dte. ICA-T11444(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

TENDER NOTICE

E - tenders of following works have been invited by the concerned TlAs of different
establishments under the Directorate of Fisheries, WB8:
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New Delhi: Threerailway stretches — Subzi
Mandito Adarsh Nagar station, Shahdarato
0ld Delhi, and Sahibabad Junction to Anand
Vihar Terminal — have been identified as
hotspots for trespassing, reporting the hig-
hest numbers of deaths and injuries of peo-
ple crossing tracks, a recent analysis by Rail-
way Protection Force (RPF) has revealed.
RPF data compared the first six months
of 2023 and 2024, The total numberof deaths
stood at a staggering 510 — while 256 lost
theirlivesand 147 were injured between Jan
and Junelast year, 254 were killed and 122 in-
jured in the corresponding period this yvear.
Analysis revealed that the three stret-
ches accounted for nearly 27% of these—77
deaths or injuries occurred between Subzi
Mandi and Adarsh Nagar stations, 43 bet-
ween Shahdara and Old Delhi stations, and
21 between Sahibabad Junction and Anand

ViharTerminal.

The data suggested that the high num-
berof casualties and injuries inthese areas
may be linked to two key factors. Firstly,
therearemany factoriesintheareas, which
has led to workers seeking quicker routesto
reach their workplaces and taking perilous

shortcuts across active railway tracks.

Secondly, the RPF report pointed out,
several residential clusters have sprung
up in the vicinity and many locals end up
crossingrailwayv tracks, someof themona
daily basis. Data shows that till June this
year, there have already been 654 cases of
trespassing, with 650 people being arres-
ted or detained.

According to RPF, those who get caught
trespassing often express reluctance to use
designated footbridges or underpasses.
“Thev claim that the designated safe passa-
geroutes make their journeys significantly
longer. So, those options become less appea-
ling compared to the seemingly quicker
shortcuts across railway tracks,” a senior
RPF officer said.

Outlining a multi-pronged approach to
tackle the issue, the officer said, “We con-
duct regular awareness campaigns to edu-
catethe publicabout the dangersof trespas-
sing. We also enforce the Railway Act by
pursuing legal action against those caught
trespassing, resulting in fines imposed by
the courts.” He added that Railways is
constructing boundary walls and foot over-
bridges at various locations to ensure peo-
ple take the safest paths and routes.

NDMC revises health licence
fee for eateries, fitness centres

Vibha.Sharma@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The New Delhi Municipal Co-
uncil (NDMC) has issued an office order de-
tailing the updated health licence fees for
various establishments, including restau-
rants, fitness centres, hotels, eateries,

shops, and kiosks.

The council’s decision comes in respon-
se to repeated requests from NDMC mem-
bers to avoid implementing significant fee
increases. Hence, NDMC hasmade smallad-
justments tofees across various categories.

“The licence fee for regula-
tion of various trades in NDMC
areas under various sections of
NDMC Act 1994 has been revised
for financial year 2024-25 in ac-
cordance with the council’s reso-
lution of Aug 2018,” stated the of-

fice order issued recently.

For banquet halls, coffee
shops, or restaurants with more
than 50 seats, the annual fee has
been raised from Rs 16,100 to Rs 16,300. For
shops or restaurants with less than 50 seats,
the fee has increased from Rs 8,000 to Rs 8.100.
The fee for lodging houses with 100 or more
beds has been raised from Rs 32,300 to Rs
32,600, and the fee for 5-star lodging hotels has
been increased from Rs 80,600 to Rs 81,400.

The licensing fee for theatres, circuses,
and amusement places has also seen a
slight increase, For cinema halls and dan-
cing halls in hotels, the fee has been raised

Woman held for fake case

Ghaziabad: A woman and
her friend were arrested on
Sunday forallegedly plotting
tofile afake case by accusing
her neighbour of abducting
her 7-vear-old son.
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Other details may also be seen at hitps://whtenders.gov.in Sdf- Director of

Fisheries, West Bengal

ICA-TL1381(3)/2024

WEST BENGAL STATE ELECTRICITY
DISTRIBUTION COMPANY LIMITED

{A Gowt, of West Bengol Enterprise)
Rogd, Oflce; Vidyut Bhavan, Block-0J, Sector-l, Bidhannagar, Kofkatn - 700 091
CIN; U40100WB2007SGC1 13473, www.whbsadcl.in

WBSEDCL invites e-Tender as follows:

NIT Mo.: PM/RMM/NIeT/ELECT/2024-25/03 Dt.-08.07.2024 of the Project Manager, RHF. 5t-ll,
WESEDCL. Estimated Cost: 13,20,173/- for the wark of Repair of Gate for 1300 mm X 1570 mm
Shinghe Excluder Duct {Zone-l} including supply of all the materials and considering all civil and

miechanical works at Rammam Hydel Project, 51-11, Lodhomahat, Dist.- Darjeeling, PIN- 734201,

Extension of Time

Ref, NIT No.: WESEDCL/CEH/MMHD e-Tendler/ELECT/2024-25/01 Dtd.: 05.06.2024 of the Chief Engineer
(Hydel), Hydel HO WESEDCL. Bid Submission End Date is hereby extended up to 22.07.2024

(17:00 hrs.).

For details, visit https://wbtenders.gov.in & www.wbsedcl.in

ICA-T11384(3)/2024

from Rs 8,000 to Rs 8,100.

In addition to the annual fee applicable
for granting and renewing health licences,
the processing fees for new licences have
also increased slightly. The processing fee
1s a one-time charge, levied at the time of
granting alicence.

The council has declared that it will impo-
se a higher late fee for applications submitted
after the April 30 deadline. “For applications
for renewal received after April 30 and within
one vear from the date of expiry of the health
licence, latefee charges{b% of licencefee per
month will be charged. And for
applications received for renewal
a year after the expiry of the licen-
ce, the latefee will bedouble thean-
nual licence fee for every expired
vear plus 5% licence fee per month
for pending months, if any.” stated
the council inits order.

Thehealth licence is issued for
three vears, and the fee is paid on-
ce in three years, after which the
licence must be renewed. NDMC reviews or
increases the health licence fee every vear,
and tradersarerequired tosubmit their rene-
wal applications by March 31.

However, traders operating their business
fromrented shops argue that thev cannot app-
Iy for anew health trade licence without clari-
ty on the policy for issuing licences to rented
shops. In response, officials asserted that ob-
taining health trade licences is unrelated to
the monthly rent charged for the shops.

RUPEES INCREASE

IN ANNUAL
LICENCE FEE FOR
FIVESTAR HOTELS

BJP urges Delhi govt
to act on veggie prices

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi; Delhi BJP has urged Delhi govt to address the
issue of rising vegetable prices, saying it has become a sig-
nificant burden for the economically weaker sections and
the lower middle class.

In a letter to the food and civil supplies minister of Del-
hi, Imran Hussain, Delhi BJP spokesperson Praveen
Shankar Kapoor suggested that special vans should be sent
toeach municipal ward to ensure subsidised vegetables re-
ach the masses.

The party has also demanded that Delhi govt start
complementary distribution of onions and potatoes.

According to the letter, vegetables such as potatoes,
which are used most days, are selling at Rs 40 to 50 per kg,
onions at Bs 50 to 60 per kg, and tomatoes at Es 90 to 100 per
kg, making them unaffordable for many. Other vegetables
like lady's fingers and brinjal are selling above Rs 100 per
kg, while peas are selling at Rs 150 per kg, further
exacerbating the crisis.

Delhi BJP spokesperson urged the minister to take im-
mediate action and provide the common people with pota-
toes at Rs 20 per kg, onions at Bs 25 per kg, and tomatoes at
Rs40perkg, as they were sold just 10 days ago. Additionally,
BJP has requested that other vegetables be provided to the
public at cheaper rates.

Inclement weather, a spike in transportation costs, and
a shortage of labour have caused the prices of seasonal ve-
getables inthecapital toshootup by 25-50% inthefirst week
of July compared to.June.

Not just tomatoes, which were sold at Rs 60 per kg in the
wholesale market a week ago, but most vegetables — pota-
toes, lady’s fingers, bottle gourds, and brinjals — have
shown a spike at the Azadpur auction yard.
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Memes of Change?

CITY CITY BANG BANG

SANTOSH DESAI

It has been generally ac-
d knowledged that, rather
| than mainstream media,
the keyv source of energy
during the last elections
was found in alternative
digital channels. The
national TV media has ceased to be a
source of credible information or opin-
lon, for that matter, except for those
supporting the govt. For any alterna-
tive perspective, therefore, the answer
lies elsewhere, The influence of voices
like Dhruv Rathee, Ravish, Ajit Anjum.
and many others has been enormous,
with each of them racking up millions
of views with their videos.

Of course, alternative media is avail-
able to evervone, and in the past, it was
the BJP that was the master of the digital
and social media game. This time, how-
ever, it found itself challenged by voices
from the other side. Part of the problem
lay in the fact that because mainstream
media throttled the voice of the opposi-
tion almost entirely, it helped create a
market for other views. Also, given the
blanket coverage that PM Modi and his
govi receive on TV channels, there was
perhaps a sense of overexposure and ex-
haustion at the by-now familiar tropes
that are repeated.

The democracy of disparate voices
creates a wide-ranging menu for people
to choose from. The fact that so many
voices that were opposing the govt
found traction suggests that there was
a hunger that needed to be satisfied. A
democracy of this kind, which comes
without any centralised regulation,
has room for all kinds of views, includ-
ing those that are extreme. It spawns
many conspiracy theories in the name
of ‘truth’ and creates an entire group
of people who make themselves suscep-
tible to highly implausible “alternative’
facts that thev are convinced have been
kept hidden from them.

YouTube wvideos and other short-
form videos are arguably the most
powerful agents of change in India.
Whether it 18 entertainment, fashion,
beauty products, technology, self-im-

provement, or politics, the unfiltered
voice of the country finds expression
here. Given our addiction to the phone,
these formats are ideal for browsing
mindlessly through, and their impact
15 both wide-ranging and deep.

But it is not just alternative media
vehicles that are powerful; the form in
which information and influence are
transmitted is also changing. The meme
is arguably the most potent and fastest
form in which opinion travels. The meme
is a shard of content put together with a
combination of text, visuals, and even
video, and captures a particular slant on
anything of interest in popular culture,
be it an event, a person, or a statement
made by someone. It is an act of inven-
tion and subversion, often using humour
to get its point across. As a form of com-

The power of the meme is
that, unlike an argument,

it is impossible to counter.
One can like it or dislike it,
choose to ignore it or share
it, but there is no arguing
with it. The only option is
to produce memes that

are effective but carry the
opposite message

munication, it has exploded in populari-
tv and is now the most basic unit of com-
munication in the digital world.

In this election, for instance, the ‘paw-
paw’ meme was devastatingly effective.
It seized upon a BJP ad that showed a
voung girl tearfully telling her papa that
PM Modi stopped the war to get them to
safety In that single word, it collapsed a
world of meaning — it ridiculed the gul-
libility of those who believed the claim,
it flipped the meaning of PM Modi's
standing as a paternal figure for his fol-
lowers and it helped deflate manyv seri-
ous messages from the govt's side.

When Rahul Gandhi was given the
moniker of ‘Pappu’, it did him far more
damage than any diatribe about being
part of a dynasty It undercut his legit-
imacy and made everyvthing he said or

did irrelevant. Evervthing was coloured
with the tint of ‘Pappu’. It is only in the
last couple of years, thanks to his Bharat
Jodo Yatra and his new-found confi-
dence as a politician, that he has been
able to rise above that characterisation.

The power of the meme is that, unlike
an argument, it is impossible to counter,
One can like it or dislike it, choose to
ignore it or share it, but there is no ar
guing with it. The only option is to pro-
duce memes that are effective but carry
the opposite message. And like all things
in popular culture, there is no saying as
to which meme will catch people’s fancy
and which will die unheralded.

The meme is not only an alternative
form of expression but also a new mode
of persuasion. Traditionally, we think
of persuasion as being about changing
people’s minds, thereby getting them tao
act in the way we desire. We put forward
arguments and use credible authority
figures to put forward our message.

The meme works differently Change
here happens through imitation or sub-
version. Its ability to rapidly recirculate
through an organic process, thanks to
its shareability, adds to its power. By
slipping past the rational defences of
the receiver, it delivers its message with
greater precision and accuracy.

For example, in recent weeks, there
was a video by Jyoti Nooran that went
viral. It showed a feisty young woman
walking out on a feudal husband, leav-
ing his palatial house, and tearing his
picture in the process. It spawned thou-
sands of short videos in which various
voung girls imitated the actions set to
the same music track. The motivation to
imitate came from wanting to be part of
the popular discourse, but in doing so, it
made the issue of not taking injustice ly-
ing down in a marriage that much more
salient. It was a far more effective way of
delivering this message than, say, a pub-
lic service ad tackling the same theme.

As the media landscape around us
changes and does so dramatically, the
rules of communication too reflect this
transformation. We will listen to new
people and communicate in new ways.
We are already seeing the effects of this
change in many critical areas of our
lives. And more is changing as Al be-
comes a more integral part of our lives,

santosh365gmail.com
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‘Testimonies
unciear’: Court
acquits man
In rape case

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: A Delhi court
has acquitted a man accused
of rape, stating that the vic-
tim's testimonies were neit-
her clear, cogent, credible,
nor trustworthy Further-
more, her allegations were
not corroborated by other
material evidence.

The court of additional
sessions judge Privanka Bha-
gat, in the judgment dated Ju-
v 9, noted that the prosecu-
fion's entire case was based
on the statement of the prose-
cutrix. It mentioned that the-
re were major contradictions
in her version regarding the
incident of her food being spi-
ked, which affected the credi-
bility of her statements,

The court was hearing a
caseagainstan individual na-
med Mahender, who, in 2014,
allegedly spiked the victim's
food, raped her, and filmed
the incident after she became
unconscious in Nainital. Af-
ter she returned to Delhi, the
accused allegedly threatened
to circulate the video clip and
raped her at an under-const-
ruction building.

The case was registered
against him at Subzi Mandi
police station under the pe-
nal provisions of rape and
criminal intimidation.

“The entire case of the
prosecution isthat the prose-
cutrix was repeatedly raped
on the blackmailing that ac-
cused Mahender would ma-
ke thesaid video viral. Howe-
ver, the said video was never
brought into evidence by the
prosecution.” the court said.

Regarding the alleged in-
cident of wrongful confine-
ment from Nov 11 to 15, 2014,
the court, noting her contra-
dictory statements, said she
had admitted that she had ac-
cess to Mahender's mobile
phone at this time.

FIRs fail to slow down these teen ‘daredevils’

Photos: Ramesh Sharma, Umesh Kumar

Anjali Singh & Avishek Kumar

Noida: Highway or bylane,
there’s hardly any corner of
the city where you don't get to
see this daredevilry — teena-
gers zipping around in two-
wheelers, takingsharpturns,
overtaking from any side, he-
adphones in place of helmets
and throwing caution and ru-
lebook tothe wind.

Earlier this week, 53 FIRs
were registered against pa-
rents or guardians of minors
found driving, but this had

little impact on the ground —
underlining the need for a

Earlier this week, 53 FIRs were registered against parents or guardians of minors found driving, but this had little impact on the ground

sustained campaign and

schools, but outside coaching

Do schools not take any

without a licence. When we

stricter checks on roads. Se-
veral teenagers were found
behind the wheels of cars as
well — a road menace high-
lighted recently by the Por-
sche accident in Pune, which
claimed the lives of two IT
professionals on May 19,

In Noida, many students
— some of them in school
uniforms — were found ri-
ding bikes home as classes
were over on Friday None of
them had helmets on, but
they sported a smile reeking
of defiance as TOI panned its
cameraonthem.

This wasn't just around

‘FIR delay no ground’,

centres and factories in sec-
tors 27, 25, 45, 62 and others.

“It would be surprising
for us if we don't find a teena-
ger riding a bike or driving a
car during a routine check.
Whenever they are caught,
the most common excuse is
‘bas yahin tak janahai(I'll go
somewhere near)” or ‘kuch
emergency aa gavi thi (there
wasanemergency)'. Thishas
become the norm. So, whene-
ver we stop a bunch of teena-
gers, we know what they are
going to say. Parents should
be strict at home,” said Vijay;,
a traffic inspector:

action againstsuch kids?
Most of them park their
bhikes and ecars by the road in
the vicinity of their schools.
The authorities don’t inter-
vene as the viclations take
place outside the school gate.
In Sector 25, TOI found
three students in school uni-
form riding a Roval Enfield.
Headed home after class. no-
ne had any headgear on.
“Notjusttripling, we have
even caught underage dri-
vers and riders doing stunts
forsocial media. They arenot
adults, so we try toexplain to
them the perils of driving

call their parents, many of
them say they have gifted the
bikes to the children to head
to school and back,” the traf-
fic inspector said.

DCP (traffic) Anil Kumar
Yadav saidof the53 FIRs, 18 we-
re registered in Noida. “Apart
from registering FIRs against
parents, we have also been or-
canising awareness sessions
with schools We will keep
cracking the whip,” he added.

Several social activists
engaged in road safety pro-
grammes blamed cops for the
lack of vigil and parents for
being negligent. Some of

them called for a sturdy pub-
lictransport network.

“Apart from the metro,
there isn't much public
transport in Noida and Gha-
ziabad, There are auto-ricks-
haws and e-rickshaws here
and there, but there are pla-
ces where you need your own
transport. A number of scho-
ols also don’t provide bus fa-
cilities, leaving students to
fend for themselves. This al-
so leads to them bringing the-
irown vehicles toschool,” sa-
id Brajesh Sharma of 7X Wel-
fare Team, which has been
engaged in such drives for al-
most four vears now.

Spirit of Olympics comes to
town with ‘Bharat in Paris’ run

labin Kumar

The run aimed to integrate traditional sports with the fast-growing Indian E-sports segment

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: An inaugural
run, titled “Bharat in Paris”,
was organised on Sunday at
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium to
celebrate India's Olympic mo-
vement. According to organi-
sers, it serves as a prelude to
the inclusion of E-sports in
the Olympics.

The run, aiming to integ-
rate traditional sports with
the fast-growing Indian E-

sports segment, was flagged
off by Union minister of texti-
les, Giriraj Singh. BJP’'s North
East Delhi MP Manoj Tiwari
was also present at the event.
“Today, India has made big
strides in the Olympics. India
has achieved so much in the
global sporting arena, which
is unimaginable. India 1s
winning medals in every
sport, making the country
proud... The growing opportu-
nity of digital India offers gre-

at possibilities in leveraging
new Olympic medal sports
such as E-Sports,” said Singh,
adding that it wasa great occa-
sion for India to establish its
presence in the E-Sports in-
dustry and win medals along
with traditional sports.

This run is a good wish for
the athletes going to the Paris
Olympics, Tiwari said, ad-
ding, “It is our wish for the In-
dian contingent to double the
medals tally, “
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man convicted of sex
assault on 4-year-old

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A Delhi court recently
convicted aman of aggravated sex-
ual assault on a four-year-old girl in
2022, ohserving that “sexual abuse
of children remains shrouded in
shame, guilt and family honour
and, hence, is seldom reported”.

Rejecting the arguments of the
defence counsel about the delay in
the registration of the FIR, the co-
urt of additional sessions judge
Susheel Bala Dagar said on July 9,
“Morethan that when theabuseris
a known person, it is very difficult
to report the matter. The normali-
sation of abuse insociety has beco-
me so endemic that it is only when
the abuse is perceived to be grueso-
me and serious, involving penetra-
tion or bad touch, that both child-
ren and families pay attention and
speakuporreport.” The FIR wasfi-
led 10 days after the assault.

The court was hearing a case
against the man charged for rape
and under Section 6 (aggravated
penetrative sexual assault) of Pro-
tection of Children from Sexual
Offences (Pocso) Act.

The survivor alleged that the ac-
cused, who was a tenant in their ho-
use, had touched her private parts
in June 2022, The court said merely
touching the private parts of achild
with sexual intent would be an of-
fence under Section 10(punishment
for aggravated sexual assault) of

The survivor alleged that
the accused, who was a
tenant in their house,
had touched her private
parts in June 2022

Pocso Act along with Indian Penal
Code offences for outraging the mo-
desty of the survivor by physical
contact and advances involving un-
welcome and explicit sexual overtu-
res and forcing her to be naked.

The court said that in such a sce-
nario it would have been difficult for
the girl's mother to report the inci-
dent immediately against the accu-
sed, who was also a distant relative.
“The mother must have been under
shock. The prosecution’s case can-
not be discarded or disbelieved me-
rely on the grounds of delay in FIR
and thedelay in thefilingof FIR can-
not be used as a ritualistic formula
to doubt the authenticity of the pro-
secution evidence,” said the court.

Merely because the mother de-
nied an internal medical examina-
tion of her three-year-and-1l-
month-old child does not mean
that the incident did not occur, the
court said, adding that “the testi-
mony of the victimchildisfound to
be both creditworthy and admis-
sible without any embellishment
improvement or tutoring”.

Additional public prosecutor
Yogita Kaushik Dahiva appeared
for the prosecution.
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Soon, a planetarium for LWE-hit dist

hildren of Chhattisgarh's Dantewada in Bastar division will

soon be able to gaze beyond the Milky Way, into nebulas and
faraway galaxies. Dantewada will be the first Maoist-affected
district to have a digital planetarium, reports Rashmi Drolia.
The initiative has been taken by Dantewada district administra-
tion with the help of ministry of culture and National Council of
Science Museums, with a budget of over Rs 7.9 crore. The site
chosen is near Karli village, around 10km from Dantewada town.
Work is expected to begin in Oct, and likely to be over by June
next year. Sources in the ministry said it's the first time a digital
planetarium is coming up in a district battling Left Wing
Extremism. It will be a boost to public morale where children
often drop out of schools due to Maoist threat, said an official.
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HC relief for TN
cop punished for
sporting beard as

permitted by rules :

Chennai: Madurai bench of Ma-
dras high court has quashed the pun-
ishment imposed on a police consta-
ble for sporting a beard in accord-
ance with his religious beliefs. HC
ruled that the disciplinary action
was “shockingly disproportionate”.

G Abdul Khadar Ibrahim was
granted a 31-day earned leave for the
pilgrimage to Mecca and Medina six
yvears ago. On his return, he sought
an extension of his leave, claiming
he had a leg infection.

In Oct 2019, Ibrahim was subject-
ed to a preliminary inquiry and 1is-
sued a memo of charges that includ-
ed failing to report for duty after his
earned leave and maintaining a
beard against the regulations stated
in 1957 Madras police gazette.

During the inquiry, Ibrahim later
claimed, he was not allowed to cross-
examine key witnesses, including
the duty sub-inspector and an assist-
ant commissioner. Despite his de-

The Madurai bench of
Madras HC ruled that the
disciplinary action against
G Abdul Khadar Ibrahim
was ‘shockingly
disproportionate’

fence, the inquiry officer found the
charges valid, leading to his incre-
ments being stopped for three years
with a cumulative effect,

Ibrahim appealed against the de-
cision, but the Madurai police com-
missioner only reduced the puni-
shment to two yvears without cumula-
tive effect, prompting Ibrahim to file
awrit petition challenging the order.

Justice L Victoria Gowrisaid Ma-
dras police gazette permits Muslim
officers to wear a beard. “The duty of
upkeeping discipline in the depart-
ment does not permit the respon-
dents to initiate punishment on em-
ployees belonging to minority com-
munities, particularly Muslims, for
maintaining a beard which they do
throughout their lives by following
the commandments of Prophet Mo-
hammed,” she said. It guashed the
punishment and asked the Madurai
police commissioner to take a fresh
decision inline with legal principles
within eight weeks, ™
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CHANGE OF NAME

SITUATION
VACANT

GURGAON |

I Shaheen Golandaz from Delhi
Cantt., has changed my name
to Shahin Sharma forr all fature

PUBLIC NOTICE

Manash.Gohain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Hazaribag school
centre, under scrutiny for an al-
leged NEET-UG paper leak, is back
in the news. Out of 1,000 CUET-UG
aspirants for whom National Test-
ing Agency (NTA) is conducting a
retest on July 19, 250 candidates are
from Oasis Public School in Hazari-
bag. According to NTA sources, the
retest is necessary due to the distri-
bution of question papers in a lan-
guage not chosen by the candidates
and issues with “missing data” for
some aspirants.

The agency announced the retest
schedule on Sunday but did not ad-
dress the delay in the results, which
are already over two weeks late. The
final answer key has also not been re-
leased. The official notification on
Sunday stated that grievances sub-
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FOR LADKI BAHIN BENEFITS, VOTE MAHAYUTI:
AJIT ROLLS OUT NCP’S STATE POLL CAMPAIGN

NAIDU MEETS SHINDE IN MUMBAI, NDA ALLIES TALK
POLITICS AND COOPERATION IN VARIOUS FIELDS

‘Hazaribag again: 250 of 1,000 taking
- CUET re-test are from Oasis school

‘Missing Data & Question Papers In Wrong Language Necessitated Re-Exam’
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This raises questions about how

-” long NTA will take to release the re-
’ sults. Initially scheduled for June 30,
, ‘ the results were delayed due to the

g

paper leak allegations involving
NEET-UG, and UGC-NET. On July 7,
the agency released the provisional
answer key for CUET-UG 2024, indi-
cating a retest for candidates if
grievances were validated. “Initial-
1y, it was decided to announce the re-

NTA announced the
retest schedule Sunday
but did not address the
delay in results, which
are already two weeks
late. The answer key has

also not been released

The CUET-UG re-examination will be conducted for the affected candidates on July 19
in computer-based test mode, the agency announced on Sunday

sults for the remaining candidates
before the retest, and subsequently

mitted by candidates up to June 30,

for therest. However, afinal decision

and complaints sent to rescue-
tugianta.ac.in between July 79 (be-
fore 05.00pm) have been reviewed.
The re-examination will be conduct-
ed for the affected candidates on July
19 in computer-based test mode.

The public notice did not specify
the number of candidates or the na-
ture of the grievances. However,
sources indicate multiple issues, in-
cluding “missing data™ for some as-

Accused in TN BSP neta’s murder

pirants. According to NTA sources,
the "1,000 candidates are spread
ACr0ss Six states, and some grievanc-
es include time lost due to the distri-
butionof the wrong question paper.”

The distribution of incorrect
question papers also occurred dur-
ing the NEET-UG exam on May 5,
leading NTA to grant grace marks for
the lost time. However, following op-
position and pleas in Supreme Court

against the inflation of marks, NTA
withdrew the results and announced
retest for 1,063 candidates, 813 of
whom attended the exam on June 23.
Sources also mentioned that
NTA hasnotbeenabletoretrieveda-
ia for some candidates. “Some data
are missing, so these candidates
will haveto take the testagainon.Ju-
Iy 197, said the source, without re-
vealinghow thedata was misplaced.

BIGGEST KILLERS

is yet to be made,” said the source, in-
dicating further uncertainty.

Delhi University has already in-
dicated that a three-week delay in
results would delay the university’s
academic calendar by two weeks, It
now appears the delay will extend to
nearly four weeks, further affecting
the academic calendar for the first
vear undergraduate students for
the 262 participating universities,
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PLACE/BHAWAN FREOFERTY
for SalesArea 572 Sq At/ /Fully
Furnizshed/Free-hold/ Vaastu
Perfect/Near Metro/Pantry/
WERoom! Parking/Tacing Ring
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purpnses after re-marraige

I, Manu Madhukar Singh, 70
OMQ 20473, HQ EAC, IAF
Upper Shillong, Meghalaya
have changed the name of my
zom, Vishrank Pratap Singh to
Vrishank Pratap Singh vide
affidavit dated 28 June 2024
before Notary Public Shillong,

I Farah Jabeen D/0O Hafizur
Rehman have changed my
name to Syeda Farah Jabeen
for all future purposes,

I, Sapana Ajavkumar Singh.
Woo Yashavant Kumar
Singh.Bs/o. J:202/ Gulshan
Ikebana, Sec-143, Noida,
Gautam Buddha Nagar, UP,
MW1304, changed my name
from Sapana Ajayvkumar
Singh to Sapana Singh,
Iwould be Enown by the name
of Sapana Singh for all
future purposes. Cert No:
[M-UP10544 649272446W

I, Sakshl Gupta w/o, Sachit
Rohatgi R/o. G-2/26-27 UGF,
Sector 16, Rohini, Delhi have
changed my name from Sakshi
Gupta to Sakshi Gupta Rohatgi

LOST & FOUND

I, Maresh Kumar 3/0 Kewal
Krishan R/0 H.No.16, Road-7,
Eazl Punjabi bagh, Delhi-110026
have Lost my Original Diploma
Pharmacy vide Holl Mo, 885325,

THANRKSGIVING

THANEK vou sacred heart of
Jesus. Thank vou 5t, Jude for
favours received, M.5.
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Connecting Peaple, Connecting Nesds,

TENDER /
PUBLIC NOTICE:

9312633518

PROPERTY:
9999499496

MATRIMONIAL:
9811790649

9312633518

We, GHH India Mining &
Tunnelling Equipment Pwt. Ltd.
(CIN:UT4990UP2016F TCOBT424)
, having registered office at H122,
H Block, Sector 63, Moida, Uttar
Pradesh - 201301, announce that
we have sold our entire shares
holding in GHH Bumi Mining
Services Pvt. Ltd.
(CIN:U14290DL2021PTC3IT5536)
, having registered office at H. No.
718, 4th Floor Near Talab, Village
Ghitorni, Gadaipur Delhi-110030,
la Sai Niru Developers Py, Lid.
(CIN:U45309TN2020PTC133753)
having registerad office at 7/8
Sanyasi subedhar Street Sakthi
Murugan, Chennai, Alandur,
Tamil Nadu-600016 as of
February 2023

killed by cops while trying to flee

Chennai: A key accused in the murder of
BSP Tamil Nadu chief K Armstrong was
shot dead here Sunday, police said, adding
that he allegedly opened fire at them and
attempted toflee from their custody. Sever-
al opposition politicians raised questions
about the police’s version of events that
led to the killing of K Thiruvengadam,
and reiterated their demand that the BSP
leader’s murder be investigated by CBIL.
Police released a video clip that pur-
portedly shows the accused persons hack-
ing Armstrong to death on July 5. The clip
was taken from CCTV recordings in the vi-
cinity of the crime scene, police said. Ac-
cording to police, when Thiruvengadam
was taken to Manali in North Chennai as
part of the investigation to unearth weap-
ons allegedly concealed at a spot, he escap-
ed from custody after pushing away the po-
licemen on escort duty, The incident took
place when the police vehicle had halted
neara lake area toenable the accused tore-
lieve himself, according to the police.
Though the police personnel tried to ap-
prehend Thiruvengadam, he fled, the po-
lice said. Eventually, however, the sleuths
spotted him at a nearby locality and busted
his hideout at ‘Vegetarian Village', which

EPS, Annamalai raise
doubts over ‘encounter’

IADMK general secretary Edappadi K

Palaniswami, TN BJP chief K Annamalai
and PMK president Anbumani Ramadoss
Sunday raised doubts over the encounterin
which Thiruvengadam was killed. Palani-
swami alleged that*suspicion arises if this
encounter was done to save someone™.

Annamalai said the encounter appeared
to be an attempt to hide the truth as DMK
menwere allegedly involved in the murder.
Ramadoss said the reasons given by police
regarding the killing were unconvincing. T

falls in Puzhal police station limits. When
they tried to arrest him, the accused alleg-
edly opened fire at the police using his unli-
censed pistol. For self-defence, a police in-
spector shot Thiruvengadam, the police
said. It is, however, not clear whether police
personnel were injured in the operation.
The accused was guickly taken to a
nearby private hospital for treatment.
Doctorstheredeclared him brought dead.
An FIR has been registered and a ma-
gisterial inguiry has been ordered. en

While deaths due to

violent crimes like murder
and terrorism or natural
calamities like earthquakes,
floods and hurricanes or
cyclones dominate the
headlines, they account for a
fraction of the toll extracted
by diseases as the latest N
available data shows R o
World (2021) India

Medical Causes

Cardiovascular diseases 19.4 mn 3.8mn
Cancers 9.9 mn 930,000
Chronic respiratory diseases 4.4 mn 1.3mn

Natural Calamities

Earthquakes (2023) 35,124 1,300*
Hurricanes/Cyclones (2023) 14,666 118

Violent Crime

Murder 397,410 28,522
Terrorism 96,489 277

Road accidents 1.2 million 1.7 lakh
Suicides 7.5 lakh 1.7 lakh

Sources; Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters for natural calamities
globally, ourworldindata.org for all other global data. NCRB, South Asia Terrorism
Portal (SATP) and various medical journals for India data; Average for the last

15 years estimated by NDMA

KONKAN RAILWAY CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Government of India Undertaking)

Ae==2 OPEN E-TENDER (SINGLE PACKET SYSTEM) INVITATION NOTICE

Name of Work: Supply, installation, testing, commissioning of ground mountad
ON GRID, 5 Mwp Solar Power plant with the objective of generating and
supplying solar energy to Ratnagiri TSS at 25 kV, single phase, 50Hz along with
required protection system through Public Private Parinership (PPP) on DBFOT
(Design, Build, Finance, Operate and Transfer) basis for 25 years at Ratnagiri
of Konkan Railway in the state of Maharashtra. Notice No.: KR/CO/ELISP-
RMNT/M5/2024, Dtd: 15/07/2024. Contract Period: 25 Years. Estimated
Project Cost: PPP Model on DEFOT basis. EMD: ¥ 16,50,000/-. Last Date &
time for Online Submission of Tender: 14/08/2024 up to 15.00 Hrs.
Opening of Tender: On 14/08/2024 at 15.30 Hrs. Amendments/Corrigendurm if
any, would be uploaded on IREPS website only. Submission of Tender
Documents: Through IREPS. Pre-Bid Conference: 22/08/2024. Manual
Tender Documents shall not be accepted.

To place an ad in
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For Personal ads
Call Pankaj:
8130604727

CHANGE OF NAME /
LOST & FOUND:
8130604727

SHOPPING:

EDUCATION:
9811790649

9312633518

SERVICES /

VEHICLES & TRAVEL:
9999499496

RECRUITMENT & l

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

EXCISE & TAXATION DEPARTMENT, HARYANA
Vanijya Bhawan, Plot no. 1-3, Sector 5
Panchkula - 134151, Haryana
Development, Implementation and Maintenance of Haryana Tax

Administration System - HTAS 2.0

Excise and Taxation Department, Haryana, has embarked on a mission for
upgrading the existing syslem for tax administration, so as 1o bring about
qualitative improvements in the interaction of the Government with the trade
and industry. The envisaged solution should be capable of meeting all the
current needs of tax administration and also be suitably flexible to
accommodate future requirements of the department.

In accordance with the evolving priorities of Haryana Excise and Taxation

department, the bidder shall be required to :

« Takeover and maintain the current deployed system from the existing
vendor till new solution is implemented.

« Parallelly develop and deploy new system as per requirements in the
RFP.

«  Operate and maintain the new syslem post its go-live during the defined
contact period.

Sealed proposals are invited from eligible bidders as per the following

deadlines :

Last Date for submission of bid 3.00 PM on 05-August-2024
proposals
Opening of Pre-Qualification & 3:30 PM on 05-August-2024
Technical Proposals
Venue 3™ Floor, Vanijya Bhawan,

Plot no. 1-3, Sector 5, Panchkula.

A non-refundable Tender fee of INR 25,000 (Rupees Twenty-Five Thousand
only} in addition lo the prescribed etendering porlal service fee is lo be
submitted through online mode at NIC Portal https://etenders.hry.nic.in for
participating in the bidding process. Scanned copy of Online Payment
Receipt should be uploaded while submitting the bid.

NOTE : Bidders are advised to pay this fee at least 2 days before the tender
closing date/time on NIC etendering portal hitps://etenders.hry.nic.in to avoid
last minute hassle.

The Requesl for Proposal (RFP) document provides eligibility criteria,
scope of work, responsibilities of bidder and such other detailed technical
and other requirements related to this project. Interested bidders may
obtain a copy of the RFP document from the website of the department
at https:/fwww.haryanatax.gov.in, or from NIC Portal

https:/letenders. hry.nic.in. Any changes/ revisions to the bid schedule
and/or RFP will be published only in these websites.

Excise & Taxation Commissioner, Haryana
tssued through:DPR HarjanalAdvl. Mo, 27760012 .07 2024

PSUbank dy manager held for
siphoning off ex-DIG’s T26L

Guwahati: Adeputy managerof aleading
PSU bank was among two people detained
for siphoning off Rs 26 lakh from the bank
account of a former DIG of Assam Police,
reports Mukut Das. Police registered a
case and started an investigation on June
19 after Bhabadhar Dutta, 84, retired DIG
of police, lodged a complaint that Rs 26
lakh was transferred from his account at
SEI's Barbari branch on several dates to
several accounts without his consent.
During the probe, police found that the
transactions were made to mainly three
persons. “On examination of those per-
sons, they disclosed that one person, name-
ly Gulenur Hussain, then branch manager
of SBI's Barbari branch, currently posted
at the Dispur SCAB (Specialised Currency
Administration Branch) as a deputy man-
ager, made the transactions through inter-
net banking. Based on their statements, the
deputy manager wasdetained,” policesaid,

During interrogation, Hussain re-
vealed that “he had been targeting inoper-
ative and unused accounts for a long time
for fraudulent and unauthorised usefor his
personal gain without being detected”.
Dutta did not use his bank account for three
vears, which made Hussain presume the
user might have passed away. Duttacameto
know about unauthorised transactions
when he went toupdate his passbook.

“In the current case, when he found
there was no registered mobile number
connected tothe victim’s account, he decid-
ed to siphon off someamount,” police said.

They found that Hussain took assist-
ance from one Tridip Kalita to arrange a
SIM card and second mobile, which they
registered with the viectim’s account and
created a user 1D and a password. Police al-
sodetained Kalita. Hussain used the money
to clear his liabilities and invested some
amount in trading at the stock exchange,

TMC man shot dead at | BJP MLA objects

Bengal roadside dhaba,
biz rivalry suspected

Malda: A Trinamool Congress functionary was
gunned down and another seriously wounded
around 9pm Saturday when a gang of eight to 10
fired gunshots at them while they were having din-
ner at a roadside dhaba in Islampur in Bengal's
Uttar Dinajpur district, about 510km north of
Kolkata, reports Subhro Maitra. The murder of
BapiRay, 36, sparked daylong sporadic protests and
roadblocks Sunday, with party workers and locals
demanding arrest of the assailants. Ray’'s wife Lipi

demanded a CBI probe into the attack.

According to sources, business rivalry could be
the murder motive. Ray was jailed before for his
involvement in the illicit liquor trade. Police said an
inter-state manhunt has been launched. Dhaba work-
ers were interrogated and CCTV footage checked.

Ray was eating with M Sajjad — whose wife
Rajnur Khatun is Ramganj gram panchayvat
pradhan — and a few other Trinamool workers
when the gunmen arrived in a car. They shot Ray in
his chest and throat multiple times from close
range and went away. Sajjad was also hit. The two
were taken to Islampur subdivisional hospital,
where Ray was declared dead. Sajjad later told re-
porters he could not recognise theassailants.

to kids' namaz
at anganwadi

Vadodara: B.JP MLA Shailesh
Mehta on Sunday objected to a
purported video of children of-
fering namaz in an anganwadi
in Karnali town of Vadodara
district. Mehta reported the is-
sue to the district administra-
tion and the district education
officer (DEQ), requesting that
they take necessary action.
The viral video, which was
gaid to have been shot on July
12, showed some children cov-
ering their heads with a white
cloth and offering namaz and
later embracing each other:
“*Thiscan'tbeallowed inan-
ganwadis, Why were non-Mus-
lim children asked to offer na-
maz? Anganwadis are not
meant for such activities,”
Mehta told TOI. A right-wing
outfit, Hindu Sena, claimed a
similar video of an anganwadi
in Sonal Nagar area in Jamna-
garcity had also gone viral. mw
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Bihar wants Centre to announce
flood control steps, infra projects

JD(U) Stays Adamant On
Special Status For State

Sidhartha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Ahead of the
Union Budget, Bihar govt has
approached the Centre with a
demand to announce flood
mitigation measures to ad-
dress a long-standing prob-
lem, especially in the north-
ern part of the state, along
with several infrastructure
projects. This is in addition to
Nitish Kumar-led Janata Dal
(United)'s demand to accord
‘special category’ status toone
of the most backward states in
the country, something that
the Bihar chief ministeris un-
relenting on despite BJP min-
isters maintaining that this
kind of a dispensation is no
longer possible.

JIHU) functionaries said

rules can be tweaked to ad-
dress a long-pending concern
of the state, especially after
the creation of Jharkhand
morethan twodecadesago. “It
is within the realm of powers
of any govt to devise policies

RUN-UP TO THE

BUDGET

z

to address the imbalance,” a
party source told TOI.
While Andhra Pradesh too

had similar demands, CM
Chandrababu Naidu is now
seeking specific projects and
a package for the backward
regions of the state which too
was bifurcated to create Te-
langana. He gave a long list of
projects from an oil refinery
to a push for petrochemicals

-
i

FLOOD OF DEMAHHS

when he recently met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
top Union ministers.

The special status issue
flagged by two major constitu-
ents of NDA will be dealt with
by the 16th Finance Commis-
sion chaired by economist Ar-
vind Panagariya when it pre-
sents its report towards the
end of 2025 as several other
states have been demanding

the tag as well.

For the time being, Bihar
govt has sought finance minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman'’s in-
tervention to deal with the
flood problem especially be-
cause it involves Nepal. Any re-
striction of flow of water will
have tobedealt with bilaterally
with the neighbouring coun-
try, but the state govt's propos-
als are meant to build infras-

tructure to address the issue
domestically, as far as possible,
a source familiar with the dis-
cussions told TOIL. The state
govt is hoping for some an-
nouncements in the Budget.

Along with infrastructure-
related proposals, the state has
also asked for support in cen-
trally sponsored schemes, sug-
gesting that the Centre should
take over the state’'s contribu-
tion as well. Bihar, however, is
focused on driving the best bar-
gain given the current political
situation at the Centre with
representatives from BJP as
well as JIXU) knocking on the
Centre’s doors.

JD(U) is studying Naidu's
proposals and is expected to
have a more detailed wish list
in the months ahead with par-
ty representatives suggesting
that the coalition with BJP is
a long-term partnership and
everything cannot be deliver-
ed through one Budget.

Centre’s health spend down as %

of GDP or total Budget since 1819 for skill development,
proposes govt agency

HEm.nﬂgﬂﬁjan
@timesofindia.com

expenditure on health-

care may appear to be
rising at first glance. However,
it has actually been steadily
shrinking in the last five years
(2018-19 to 2023-24) whether as a
share of the Budget or asa per-
centage of GDE In fact, the
spending has barely kept pace
with inflation since 2019-20,

As apercentage of the total
Budget, health spending has
shrunk from 2.4% in 2018-19 to
1.9% in 2023-24. As a percent-
age of GDPE it has fallen from
0.30% to 0.28% in 2023-24.

Asforinflation, the outlay
in 2019-20 was a little over Rs
66,000 cr, while in 2023-2024 it
was just under 83,500 cr. Ad-
just for inflation using the
wholesale price index and
that translates to a tiny rise
from around Rs 65,000 cr to Rs
66,000 cr at 2018-19 prices. And
this is not even taking into ac-
count thefact that inflation in
the healthcare sphere is like-
ly to be much higher than in
general price levels.

What i1s even more worry-
ing is that even this low spend-
ing is after adding funds col-
lected through the health cess.
When the cess was introduced
in 2018, it was claimed that it
would top up government
spendingon health to take care
of the health of poor and rural
families. Instead, the thou-
sands of crores collected each
vear through cess has in effect
been used to make up for the
steady cut from normal bud-
getary resources that the
health sector has been facing.

r l “The Union government's

BEHTHE’S OUTLAY 0" HEALTH (?CR)

2018-19 56,236 2.4
2015-20 66,042 2.5
2020-21 82,820 2.4
2021-22 86,830 2.3
2022-23 78,179 1.9
2023-24 (RE) | 83,418 19
Health Research and Ayush

EE 236
0.33 64,958
0.42 80,404
0.37 74,621
0.29 61,416
0.28 65,985

Spource; Budget documents. Dutlay includes those for Health & Family Welfare,

In 202223, the Centre's
health spending included over
Rs 18,300 crore that came from
the health cess. If yvou take the
cess out, the Centre's budget-
ary spending would be just Rs
29,840 crore, less than what
was spent before Covid, in 2019-
20 (Rs 66,042 cr) even without
adjusting for inflation.

In 2018, when the cess was
introduced. health spending
was 2.4% of government'’s to-
tal expenditure. If the govern-
ment spent the same propor-
tion of its total spending In
2023-24, it should have spent
over Rs 1.07 lakh crore on
health. Instead, the revised ex-
penditure for 2023-24 showed
just over Rs 83,400 crore, which
included Rs 18,300 crore from
health cess,

Shockingly, even after add-
ing what seems like a large
one-time expenditure for Co-
vid in 2020-21 (Rs 10,655 crore)
and 2021-22 (Rs 15,955 crore) the
health spending in these years
does not equal what the expen-
diture would have been if the
spending had been at the 2018-
191level of 2.4% of the total bud-
got expenditure,

Illegalities, not wind,
to blame for hoarding
crash, says report

Ahmed.Ali@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: The Ghatkopar
hoarding tragedy was not
caused by natural forces or
strong winds and “could have
been avolded if officials of rail-
ways, BMC, (hoarding firm)
Ego Media directors and their
structural engineer had not
turned a blind eve to illegali-
ties” likelack of propersoil test-
ing, according to reports from
Veermata Jijabai Technologi-
cal Institute (VJTI), weather
bureau and IMD cited by SIT in
the chargesheet filed last week.

Pointing out that structures
in Mumbai should be designed
to withstand winds up to
158.4kmph and that on May 13,
87Tkmph wind hit the 120=120ft
hoarding, the VJTI report says
it crashed due to “inadequate/
deficient design and construc-
tion foundation”.

The chargesheet says BMC
and GRP officials were well
aware that the land belonged to
the state and BMC rules were
applicable as the tender docu-
ment mentions ‘Maharashtra
(Govt’ on the top.

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

GHATKOPAR TRAGEDY:
'NO SOIL TEST DONE’

> Chargesheet says civil
works firm noticed mud
was very soft and informed
hoarding company head

> As it would have taken
more money and time, he
refused to conduct tests

> After the crash, he called
contractor to put concrete
material on the Dadar rly
hoarding foundation to
prevent similar incident

Thereportsreveal a glaring
lack of proper soil testing, sub-
standard piling work, and a
fundamentally flawed and de-
fectivedesign of the Ghatkopar
hoarding, which collapsed on
May 13, killing 17 and seriously
injuring over 70,

Reports from VJTI, Weath-
er Bureau, and Indian Meteoro-
logical Department, which are
now part of the chargesheet fil-
ed by Mumbai police last week,
reveal a glaring lack of proper
soil testing, substandard piling
work, and a fundamentally
flawed and defective design.

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

3 die of asphymatlon at
illegal coal mine in Guj

Times News NeEwork

Rajkot: Three men died of as-
phyxiation as toxic gas leaked
while they were digging in an
illegal coal mine at Muli talu-
ka in Gujarat’'s Surendrana-
car district on Saturday eve-
ning. Police said the workers
were digging a 100-foot deep
pit on govt wasteland in Bhet
village. None of them were
wearing safety gear, such as
helmet or oxygen mask.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Laxman Koli (35), Vi-
ram Koli (35), and Khoda Koli
(32), all residents of Muli talu-
ka. They were emploved by il-
legal miners on a daily wage
of Rs 700, police said. Since
Jan this year, at least 11 people
have died working in illegal
coal mines at Surendranagar:

Investigation officer D D
Chudasama said teams have
been formed tofind theaccused
and collect necessary evidence,

Health sector spending in-
cludes allocation for health
and family welfare, health re-
search and Awush. Avush
sharesaw significant increase
as a share of government’s to-
tal expenditure, Spending on
health research went up just
marginally though 70-80% of
this is on the Indian Council
for Medical Research, except
in2020-21 when 40% of theallo-
cation was for Covid emergen-
cy response. However, spend-
ing on health and family wel-
fare, which is meant for na-
tional programmes, the
national health mission and
health system strengthening,
has seen a substantial cut in
terms of its share in GDP and
in total budget expenditure,

Post 2014, the highest share
that health and family welfare
has had of the total budget
spend was 2.4% in 2017-18. Af-
terthat, thisshare hassteadily
decreased, Including in the
Covid years, despite separate
allocation for Covid response,
to touch 1.7% in 2023-24. If the
health cess component is not
counted, this would fall even
furtherto1.5%.

Ofter tax deductions

Manash.Gohain
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Several tax bene-
fits for skilling have been pro-
posed in the Budget by Nation-
al Skill Development Corpora-
tionasthe govt seekstoalign it
with formal education.

Inits presentation to the fi-
nance ministry, the govt agen-
cy has proposed extending
several benefits — deductions
on tuition fees and interest on
loans, exemptions for scholar-
ships, lower tax rates for for-
profit skilling institutions, ex-
emptions to educational insti-
tutions to  skilling pro-
grammes, ensuring tax ex-
emptions for training
institutes and enhanced de-
ductions for skilling expendi-
tures, apart from changes to
the Goods and Services Tax
(GST)regime.

In the amendments sought
under the direct tax laws, it
proposed to add an explana-
tion to clarify that ‘education’
includes skill development
programmes and training
conducted by training insti-
tutes, which will enable them
to be eligible for seeking ex-
emptions applicable to trusts.

“This will enable institu-
tions to function at a lower
cost and makethe programme
more affordable and of better
quality as well as enhance ac-
cess,” sald an official of
NSDC. The proposal also
sought deduction to individu-
als on donations made to
training institutes providing
skilling courses.

The skilling bodv and the
skill development ministry
have argued that govt has fo-
cused on education, provid-
ing a slew of incentives and
exemptions to educational
institutions, which signifi-
cantly improved India’s liter-
acyratio.

“These changes aim to
align skilling with formal edu-
cation, providing extensive
tax benefits and incentives to
skilling institutions, thereby
making skilling more accessi-
ble and affordable,” a senior
official told TOIL.

In line with provisions for
not-for-profit universities and
other educational institu-
tions, it also proposed exemp-
tion from Income tax. Toboost
its growth and expand its re-
ach to its target trainees at af-
fordable pricing, it is recom-
mended lower tax rates for
new skilling training centres.

Other recommendation
includes extending deduc-
tion on tuition fees to skill
training institutes, encou-
raging individuals to up-
skill/ reskill and easing fi-
nancial burdens, interest on
loans for vocational and skill
development training will be
eligible for tax deductions,
promoting higher participa-
tion in skilling, and interest
on loans for vocational and
skill development training
will be eligible for tax deduc-
tions, promoting higher par-
ticipation in skilling. Tax ex-
emption is also sought for
scholarships for skill devel-
opment courses,

Iskcon says ‘Lord Jagannath saved
Trump, reca]ls 76 NY Rathyatra help

Subhro.Niyogi
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: As the frontrunner
in the US presidential race
was hitinthe ear in an appar-
ent assassination attempt by
agunman at a campaign rally
in Pennsylvania, Iskcon re-
called Sunday Donald

. Trump’s association with the

first Rathyatra in New York
nearly half-a-century ago.
Iskcon Kolkata vice-presi-
dent Radharamm Das called
Trump's narrow escape divine
intervention. “In July 1976, Do-
nald Trump had come to the
rescueof [skcondevotees look-
ing for a large space to con-
struct the raths by providing
his train yard for free. Today;
during the Rathyatra festival,
it was Lord Jagannath's turn
to return the favour,” Das said.
Assistance from the then

In July 1976, Dunaid Trump had
come to the rescue of Iskcon
devotees looking for a large space
to construct the raths by providing
his train yard for free

30-year-old emerging real-es-
tate mogul had made the first
chariot procession of Lord
Jagannath on New York's
Fifth Avenue possible in 1976,

Finding a huge empty site
close to Fifth Avenue in New
York where thechariots could

be built was never going to be
easy, Devotees of Iskcon who
were planning a big bang 10th
celebration of the organisa-
tion with a grand Rathyatra
in New York had knocked on
the doors of every person pos-
sible, but in vain.

A few days later, the Isk-
con devotees learnt that Do-
nald Trump had purchased
theold railway vard. Devotees
then went to his office with a
big basket of Maha Prasadam
and a presentation package.
His secretary took it but
warned: “He never agrees to
this kind of thing. You can
askbutheisgoingtosay ‘no'.

Three days later, Trump’s
secretary called up the devo-
tees saying: “1 don't kKnow
what happened but he read
vour letter, took a bit of the
food you left, and immediate-
ly said, ‘Sure, why not?™

b*m
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GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI

CIVIL LINES, DELHI-110054
Tel: 011-23813268

SHAHJAHANABAD REDEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

ZND LEVEL, A-WING, VIKAS BHAWAN-II

E-mail:srdc.delhi.govi@gmail.com, srdc.delhi@nic.in
website:http://srdc.delhi.gov.in

NOTICE FOR RECRUITMENT ON DEPUTATION BASIS

Applications are invited for the following posts on deputation basis from the eligible officers/officials of
Central Government/State Government/Public Sector Undertaking/Autonomous Bodies:

S. No. Name of the Post No. of Posts Level of the Pay Matrix

1. Deputy Director 01 Level-11 [Rs, 15600-39100+6600
(Engineering Works) (GP): Pre-revised]

2. Deputy Direclor 01 Level-11 [Rs, 15600-39100+6600
(Urban Planning) (GP): Pre-revised]

3. Assistant Director 01 Level-10 [Rs. 15600-39100+5400
(Civil) (GP): Pre-revised]

4. Assistant Director 01 Level-10 [Rs. 15600-39100+5400
{(Architecture) (GP): Pre-revised]

DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0123/24-25

The deputation shall be initially for a penod of one year but it is likely to extend further. The applicants
may be reqguested to forward their application through proper channel alongwith NOC, Vigilance
Clearance and APARS for the last five years. For further details regarding eligibility etc, the applicants
are requested to refer to the detailed notice on our website : http:/isrdc.delhi.gov.in

The complete application (in all respect) shall reach this office by 16th August, 2024, as applications
received after due date shall not be entertained.

Sd/f-

Dy. General Manager (Projects & Administrator)

e AR'T‘ AN’]) (“RAF"[‘ o
&b ToriLes EXHIBITION -

EXCLUSIVE CRAFTS AND WEAVES

10TH - 30TH JULY, 2024
VENUE:

® JAWAHAR VYAPAR BHAWAN, JANPATH
® NATIONAL CRAFT MUSEUM, BHAIRON MARG

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Haldia Development Authority (ISO 9001:2015 Certified)
(A Statutory Authority under Govt. of West Bengal)
City Centre, P.O. Debhog, Haldia-721657, Dist: Purba Medlmpur
Ph.: ({337’2# 255926, Fax-255927, e-mail :

Web.:

www hda gov.in , Toll Free No. 1800-345-3224

of West Bengal as

In respect of,
Land Use and Development Control Plan (LUDCP) for Old Haldia Planning Area published
and notified in the official Gazette Notification No 1145/HDA/IX-95 dated 28.08.2014.

In CHAPTER: 11 “Zoning Regulation”,
Proposed Land Use of 67 plots in Mouza Champi J.L. No 106, having proposed land use as

Industrial is interchanged with proposed Land Use of 64
and 40 plots of Anandachak/Krishanachak J.L. No 129 under Haldia Municipality having

Public Notice
. Date: 08,07.2024

Notification under Section 38 of the West Bengal Town and Country (Planning
and Development) Act, 1979 (West Bengal Act-XIII of 1979)

Haldia Development Authority in exercise of its power conferred by Section 40 of the West
Bengal Town and Country (Planning and Development) Act, 1979 (West Bengal Act-XIII
of 1979) prepared amendments of Land Use and Development Control Plan in respect of
Old Haldia Planning area published and notified in the Official Gazette Notification No
1145/HDA/IX-95 dated 28.08.2014 and after following due process of law, the same has
been approved by the Urban Development and Municipal Affairs Department, Government
per the provisions of the West Bengal Town and Cﬂunl:r}'
Development) Act, 1979 (West Bengal Act-XIII of 1979). Now it is notified in the following
manner:

(Planning and

Amendments

plots Mouza Alichak J.L. No 128

proposed Land Use as Transport Terminal as below:

'SLNu

Mouza

J.L.
No

Amended
Proposed
Land Use

Old
Proposed
Land Use

Total
Plots.

Plot No

1.

|{Champi

106

7,20,21 10 26,29, 40,6710 69,| g7

Industrial Transport

Terminal
: 3?] 429 430,

, 612, 613, 614,

207 to 213, 221, 222,
225, 234, 235 to 1635,
321, 322, 328, 364 to
367, 369, 370 to 372,
375, 386 to 388, 394, 403
to 406, 421, 422,

Transport
Terminal

Industrial

Anandachak/
Krishanachak

129

24, 27, 28, 29, 30 to 55,
134, 136, 89, 92, 93, 95,
96, 100, 187

40 | Transport| Industrial

Terminal

Dated: Haldia, the 8" Day of July, 2024
ICA-N326(2)/2024

The aforesaid amendments of LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN for
0Old Haldia Planning Area will come in to operation in respect to the Haldia Development
Authority from the date of publication of this notice in the Official Gazette in terms of Sub-
section (3) of Section 38 of the Act.

The aforesaid Land Use and Development Control Plan (LUDCP) will be available for
Public Inspection of all working days between 11:00 A.M. AND 4:00 P.M. at the Office of
the Chief Executive Officer, Haldia Development Authority,Satish Samanta Bhawan ,City
Centre, Debhog,Haldia, Dist.Purba Medinipur- 721657 and HDA website (www.hda.gov.in)

Sd/-
(Sudhir Kontham, 1.A.S.)
Chief Executive Officer
Haldia Development Authority.

Yearning for
the joys of life

in the

hills?

Coming Soon

Dfﬁ-:ial website of Uttarakhand Tourism

Stay in the best HOomestays
U ETELGERT

Uttarakhand

t |I+F1|E'|| I 'l']"l_llﬂrl r'l

-

Uttarak‘ﬂand Tourism Development Board

uttarakhandtourism.gov.in
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HC relief for man denied passport
over wrong police verification

Rosy.Sequeira
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Grantingrelief toa
Chembur resident, Bombay
high court recently directed
the regional passport office
(RPO) to reissue him a pass-
port after it had rejected his
application on a wrong police
verification report that he
had a pending eriminal case
when it wasonly acivil case.
“We make it clear that the
application for re-issuance of
passport shall not be rejected
on the basis thatacivil caseis
pending against the petition-
er,” said Justices Burgess Co-
labawalla and Firdosh Pooni-
walla in the July 4 order.
Exalt D'souza (57) had ap-
plied for renewal of his pass-
port. OnJuly 10, 2020 the RPO,
Bandra (E) wrote, seeking
clarification on the police
verification report that there

Cops said Exalt D'souza had a
pending criminal case when it
was only a civil case

is a criminal case pending
trial against him before the
civil judge, Mapusa, Goa. The
passport office also wrote
that if his explanation were
unsatisfactory, he would be
denied the passport.

On Aug4, 2020 D'souza vis-
ited RPO and showed the case
papers. RPO sent the papers
to Chembur police to clear

D'souza requested the police
to rectify their error. On Aug
20, 2020 he received RPO's let-
ter that cited the pending case
and said a court order and un-
dertaking would be required.

[Ysouza's advocates Uttam
Rane and Mikhail Dey said the
police verification report it-
self wasfaulty becausethereis
no criminal case pending
against him but a eivil suit for
partition of property in which
he is one of the parties. There-
port itself being faulty, pass-
port authorities could not have
denied him passport.

RPO’s advocate D P Singh
said in the application to the
query whether criminal pro-
ceedings are pending against
him, Dsouza mentioned the
civil court and case number. He
said D'souza must file a fresh
application for passport and
pendency of the civil case will
be no ground torefuse him.

UNION TERRITORY GF JAMMU & KASHMIR
GOVERNMENT MEDICAL COLLEGE & ASSOCIATED HOSPITAL, KATHUA

Phone No.

:- 01922-295586

Email :

kathuagmc1@gmail.com

With 100 million
followers, Modi
most followed
leader on X

New Delhi: PM Narendra Mo-
dion Sunday crossed the mile-
stone of 100 million followers
on X, emerging as the most fol-
lowed world leader on the so-
cial networking site. His han-
dle has witnessed a growth of
approximately 30 million us-
ers in the last three years, re-
ports Akhilesh Singh.

“A100M on @X! Happy to be
on this vibrant medium and
cherish the discussion, debate,
insights, people's blessings,
constructive criticism  and
more. Looking forward to an
equally engaging time in the fu-
tureas well,” the PM said on X.

PM has pipped opposition
leaders by a huge margin of
followers on the networking
site. He is far ahead of other
world leaders including US
President Joe Biden, who cur-
rently has 38.1 million follow-
ers, Dubai ruler Sheikh Mo-
hammed (11.2 million) and
Pope Francis (18.5million).

His influence also extends
to YouTube and Instagram,
wherehehasnearly 25million
subscribers and over 91 mil-
lion followers.

33 major health insurers now
on national claims exchange

‘Will Expedite Claims And Ensure Transparency In Process’
WILL CUT PROCESSING COST

Durgeshnandan.Jha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: At least 33 major
companies offering health
insurance in India have
joined the NHCX or National
Health Claims Exchange—a
centralised platform devel-
oped by govt for exchange of
insurance claims related in-
formation.

Till now, this exchange
takes place via multiple plat-
forms which leads to in-
creased processing time.
NHCX use, govt sources said,
will not only expedite the in-
surance claims process but it
will also make the whole proc-
ess transparent as Insurance
Regulatory Development Au-
thority of India (TRDAI), the
fop insurance regulatory
body of the country, will have
access to the claims settle-
ment status in real time.

“Citizens will also be able
to see the status of their in-
surance claim through the

» Lacks standardisation

Challenges of current process to claim health insurance

» No established health

across ecosystem @ standards

» Most data exchanges » Processes vary among
occur through PDF/ \E_Er’ insurers, TPAs, and
manually : providers.

How will NHCX benefit patients?

» |Improve transparency, efficiency by use of II:::I::::

standardised format SR

» Better regulation as info collected may help P l:l.aims“g

find out discrepancies or loopholes _
mobile,” said a top official of processed its first claim

the National Health Author-
ity (NHA), which has devel-
oped the centralised plat-
form. He said that some com-
panies have already started
processing claims via the
NHCX on a trial basis and an
official launch of the plat-
form along with all features
will be done soon.

Recently, HDFC Ergo, a
major player in the health in-
surance industry, reportedly

through NHCX which has
been developed by the NHA
in collaboration with IRDAIL
Sources said the NHCX, in
its current form, does not in-
tend to regulate the business,
but records generated from
the digital platform can cer-
tainly be used in future to de-
vise systems to be added to the
platform to prevent malprac-
tices such as refusal to accept
aclaim onunjust grounds.

Currently, patients who
visit a hospital for treatment
provide their insurance poli-
cy details or a card issued by
the Third-Party Administra-
tor (TPA) or insurance com-
pany. The hospital then ac-
cesses the claim processing
portals of respective payers
and uploads the required
documents for preauthorisa-
tion or claim approval proc-
es3. On receipt of the pre-au-
thorisation/claim form, the
insurance company/Third
Party Administrator (TPA)
authenticates and digitises
the form using their internal
claims processing portal.
The claims are then adjudi-
cated by the relevant team.

“Often, patients keep wait-
ing throughout the day for this
process to be completed lead-
ing to delay in discharge from
hospital and additional room
rent charges. With NHCX, th-
ey canmonitorthe progressof
claim settlement. It is a major
relief,” said a senior doctor,

ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE

Subject : Advertisement for engagement of Professor, Associate Professor and Assistant Professor on
academic arrangement basis under 5.0-364 of 2020 dated 27-11-2020, in Government Medical College, Kathua.

In terms of 5.0-364 of 2020 dated 27-11-2020, applications on plain paper are invited from all the eligible
candidates (Non-Domicile and Domicile of UT of J&K) for engagement as Professors, Associate Professors
(initially for a period of three years) and Assistant Professors (initially for a period of one year) on academic
arrangement basis, extendable up to a maximum of six years (one year at a time and subject to good performance and
conduct) or till the selaction/promotion is made in accordance with recruitment rules govemning the respective posts,
whichawver s earfier.

The eligibility conditions and age for submitting the applications shall be as mentioned in the balow lable .-

Cong again
names Gogol
party’s deputy

NDA may get 8 of I  Under oppn attack,
vacant seats in RS govt to launch portal

Posts Selection and Eligibility Criteria b
[Professor leader in LS PARTY POSITION IN THE RAJYA SABHA On C()]’lstltutl()n
Associate As per the criteria prescribed under GO. Order NO.: - 5.0-364 of 2020

megssm o]+ 2790, 2020 il 202 oS LHIE) OF TS mtnt . ON.04. 2043 New Delhi: Congress MP 114 226 No. 0 MPs Times News NETWORK for Holistic Access to Justice
Ef;ffg Gaurav Gogoi has been named Majority mark  eyerent strenath BIP (DISHA) programme, a cen-

tral sector scheme.

The campaign began in
Jan and has been taken to
different cities, promoting

New Delhi: The Centre, un-
der attack from the opposi-
tion which alleges that BJP
is trving to undermine and

congress [N 26
e [ 13
vsree [ 11

the party's deputy leader in
Lok Sabha, the appointment
coming days after the nomina-
tion of Rahul Gandhi as the

Note : In-service candidates shall not be eligible for engagement under these rules.
Documents Required : Candidales shall submit the self-attested copies of the following documents with their
applications enclosed with document checklist (Annexure-A) -

1. Date of Birth Proof (10" Marks card/10" Diploma/Municipal Council).

245

2.  MBBS Degree and MCI/State Medical Council Registration certificate. leader of opposition. Gogoi Total strength | AAF & DMK . 10 each alter the Constitution, will and spreading awareness
3. Post-Graduation Degree in relevant subject and MCI/State Medical Council Registration certificate. was also the deputy leader in Vacancies | 19 s 9 launch a dedicated portal — about the Constitution in
4. MBBS/MD/MS Attempt Certificate and MBBS Internship Completion Certificate. the 17th Lok Sabha. ik . 7 ‘Hamara Samvidhan, Ham- simplified ways. The pro-
5.  MBBS Marks Card All Profs. 1*to Final. Congress Parliamentary ; _ e ; ara Samman’ to spread gramme includes organis-
8.  Teaching Experience as per G.0. Order No.: - 282-JK(HME) of 2023 Dated : 04.04.2023. Party chairperson Sonia H“'"'!!t::‘m | mlf o [§5 bliissviad awareness among citizens ing and popularising sub-
7. Research Publications, Participation with Oral Presentation, Participation with Poster Presentation of Papers, Gandhi has sent a letter to ;g:p:; defr!:ﬁg,;‘faﬁ . 9Rs, COM. 00k Q4 each  tomp on their legal rights. campaigns such as Sabko
&, ok Macdatios overs st poslion 1 MBESRDS. o the floor managers in the low- i INDIA |87 ShivSena (BT Ncp | 2 each gurated in Prayagraj on Bharat Nav Sankalp, and
9.  Higher Qualification Certificate (DM/MCH/DNB Super Speciality). er house ahead of the budget mﬁ;ﬂpm Pﬂnnsr'ﬁﬂ (o {SF), NCF, CPi and IUML 13 b4 Tuesday, commemorating VidhiJagriti Abhiyvaan.

0 AWy NSO UM T CHAE NI M SCARIG HRBL U\ SPDRGITIEIS ORI ARENE QUVE Buevici in session starting on July 22. NDA & non-INDIA) | 29 otners [l 13 éﬁﬂfiffpa&?g} the 75th anniversary of the Besides encouraging citi-
11 ;:? =2 LE ificate. If Eight-term MP and the se- Constitution’s adoption and  zenstoactively participateon
s E:; ;I“C:m'r"ﬁ“&'j:“ G i nior most LS member Kodi- | PContinued fromP1 last month due to electionof : IndiabecomingaRepublic.  the portal, the law ministry
e I ﬂm“ i 4 “_md h{ ":ﬂ: e) S i S kunnil Suresh is the new chief members to LS while one Aspartof itsnationwide has been encouraging advo-
Hn't ) nﬂy | Hh . f.""’“;'“":““‘ ; fﬂ dnn m'_ﬂn.r:: dise unngts :pmﬁlﬁm ra;:m ndidate is elioible for th whipof Congress, and Manick- wurrently, the upper  wasduetothe resignation of awareness drive on the Con-  catestoregisterforaprobono
m" e QH.[;“ g et o s pﬂ“rmsg"'l ; mi;tﬂmpgmsmh;d“;rm:mﬂﬁs bl am Tagore and Mohammad House has 19 vacan- Bharat Rashtra Samithi : stitution, the law ministry,  panel of lawyers from differ-
responsibility of the applicant that the documents attached with the application should be legible and properly arranged in Jawed are party whips. While Jeies, including four member K Keshava Rao, Rao with the help of wvarious entbarsand lawuniversities.
a series as mentioned in the advertisement notice. lllegible, dark/washed out, misprinted documents and documents Tagore has retained his role as each from J&K and nominat-  later joined Congress. high courts, bar associ- The ministry alsorecognises

submitted after the last date of submission of application shall not be considered for evaluation. All the documents
bmitted b ndidates shou If

The details of the posts are as under :-

ations and law universities,
has been organising events
across the country promis-

Election to these 11 seats
in the coming months will
possibly give eight seats to

whip, Jawed is anew addition.
INDIA bloc fielded Suresh
for the post of Speaker tochal-

ed category, and 11 from eight
different states (two each
from Assam, Bihar and Mah-

such lawyers for their contri-
butions through awards to
encourage others to enrol for

R - {A) Professor = lenge Om Birla, whowaselect- arashtra, and one each from NDA andthreetothe INDIA ing justice to all. pro bono services.
ks i P ':““ ed by a voice vote. The opposi- ! Haryana, Telangana, MPRa-  bloe, including one from Te- The second regional event “The portal will serve as
! ;ﬂy = tion 1s still demanding the jasthan & Tripura). Ten out langana to Congress, bring- of the vear-long celebration, a repository of knowledge,
g E-I: IDFF:QEM&:II . o post of deputy speaker, tun of these 11 seats got vacant ing the party’s tally to 27 — ‘Hamara Samvidhan Hama- providingcitizens with easy
; : :Em"':;:m m‘:: — 5 twomore than | raSamman’ campaign, isbe- access to information to cre-
: n: "’i“ | E:m m;"‘m ;—"L e o what it needs : ingorganisedinPrayagrajas ate awareness about the
E. B dobdebasinns Bbichoutdetnans " St bt ) o Government of Madhya Pradesh, Office of the Engineer-in-Chief to retain its partof thelaw ministry’s De-  Constitution and legal
?' U;ﬂ'-"“:;:z S Gynecoioqy = Water Resources Department,Jal Sansadhan Bhawan, LoPpostin RS. signing Innovative Solutions  rights,” law ministry said.
A Radio-diagnosis (Radiology) 01 Tulsi Nagar, Bhopal (M.P.), Email Id: ceproc.encwrd.bpl@nic.in
a9 Radiotherapy (Oncology) 01 : Tel: 0755-2767635 Fax: 0755-2552406
10, Blood Bank 01 MN.L.T. No. 1077/2023-24/E-in-Cle-tendering Ehopal, Dated 09.07.2024 GOVERNMENT MEDICAL COLLEGE RAJOURI G’E@
(B) Associate Professor Bids for following fwn::-r}:s are invited on website https:H;www.mptundei:'s.guv.in Last Date of Fax No :- 01 952'253;‘:“9[5} 263209 i
purchase/downlioad of Bid Document and subrmission of bid s 05-08-2024, 17:30 hrs. Any oy ¥ . =
'15' No. E:'I:z!:i?:ﬂ“;diclm vﬂ":“w amemémenh‘nmdiﬁcatiun can be seen only on the website Detailed N.I.T. and other details can be e-mail:- gmcahrajouri mail.com
; vigwed on above mentioned website,
2. | General Medicine o1 . | Tender NO. Work Disbict | Amount ~ ADDENDUM
3. Tuberculosis and Respiratory Diseases 01 NO. (Lakhs) In continuation to this office advertisement notice no. 30 of 2024 dated 03.1;]?.2{}24
4, General Surgery o 1. 2024 _WRD | On Turnkey Basis:- Construction of additional | Vidisha 2641.88 Issued vide endorsement no. GMCR/2024-25/858-61 dated 03.07.2024; the following shall
5 Radio-diagnosis (Radioiogy) 01 _355620 | Imigation system in villages of Lateri from Tem be added as S.No. 12 for engagement of Senior Resident in Department of Orthopaedics,
- medium project, as per detailed scope of Government Medical College Rajouri on Academic Arrangement basis under 5.0 364 dated
6. Radio-Therapy (Oncology) 01 wiark but not limited to that 27 11.2020.
T. Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 01 Sdi- -
G-13466/24 S. | Name ofthe | Essential Qualification Category | No. of
- - (C) Assistant Professor “ Chief Engineer (Procurement) No. | discipline of Post | Posts
i PR = ) 12. | Orthopaedics | MBBS Degree from an institution recognized by the | Senior 02
; : xatmy = 012 UL A e, geguaen Medical Council of India (now National Medical | Resident
- DETIREAS SR = s o = L Commission)
3. General Surgery 01 fefeh 1= 03, TAehTY il @ HIHA, | /2.9 The Post Graduate qualification of MD/MS/DNB!/
4. Community Medicine Email:- tendersnhmmp@gmail.com MDS or higher qualification MCh/DM/DNB (Super
a) Assistant Professor 01 HUTHF / TAUEUY. / =T 7 2024 /19562 adrarer, et 090772024 Specialty) shall be mandatorily required as per the
S Ol o il o s s U . B e e s,
c) Epidemiclogist-cum-Assistant Professor 01 P ;
5 Obstetrics and Gynascology T FATEE THEH H.9. S0 HEierd g 5-TAiee) = e | F'I Tt =i W E | T Ordet No. 353-RUHWE) 0t 2024 dated 20.00.2024.
a) Assistant Professor T it ofm =73 1000/~ (F. UF T HE) H1 SATemE TA.H, 3-40=0 T2 e =L i The other terms and conditions remain same.
b) Matemity and Child Welfare Officer-cum-Lecturer/Assistant Professor 01 W T 2 T & fee i = PMEJL?:;:“E“H
Ancill S r Faaor Mo: GMCRZ2024/25/928-3
6 Eadinir de:gﬁist?:Jadiﬂlﬂw} 01 ey foamr Dated: 110712024 ‘ Govt. Medical College
. [- ¥ ﬁlﬁﬂ,‘l"ﬂﬂm F-!'FEE{I’ ﬁ.:l'—ﬁl'.-!.' ﬁﬁﬂTm ﬁFﬂE‘FE'I'HT ﬁm DIP Mo DIPIJ-2B6W24/1 AOTI2024 Rajﬂul'i.
! Padicmempy (Oncalogy) o yEwg s | feie | SwrERT AT TETH
% Exyiay o UTR A HUAEY it A =t
9. Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 01 Forer P et i -
The salary shall be paid as per criteria mentioned in 5.0-364 of 2020 dated 27-11-2020.The appointment against the it feriien - Onllne TEI‘IdEI‘ Dﬂcument fﬂr MP PEIIEE
advertised posts shall and shall always be on academic arrangement basis only without conferment of any preferential 1 Request for Proposal for 10.07.2024 [1R.07.2024]25 07.2024 |04 08 2024 | 02 0B 2024 POLICE HEADQUARTER, M.P., BHOPAL

right on the appointee for regular appointment against these posts, which shall be made strictly in accordance with the Selection of an agency for

relevant recruitment rules. Transportation of goodsimaterial No. PHQ/15/GPC/3613- 1/2024 Bhopal, Dated 05 7/07/2024
from Stale level offices t
Candidates may note that their candidature will remain provisional till the genuineness of their documents relating to M Diek el LIRSt “ONLINE TENDER NOTICE *
educational qualification is verified by the Appointing Authority. The candidates are advised to go through the Wbﬂ"ﬁ"'?m? places for ";ﬁ‘“ﬂﬁﬂ'
Lequiremiﬂs E‘l“ edﬂ:gahtinphal quﬂ:ﬁ?“ and nﬁ;ﬂmﬂmsbﬁ mmsa;;gdmmsalmiy "}ﬁ" they e aibnitble for lrn: Lﬁﬂ- If me HEE}'E '“""rf';:ad“?a radesh: g — : : Online tender are invited by Police Head Quarter. Bhopal on
QCUMEnts Submi y ihe ca ales are n und su nt or corect & commitiese al any poin me, ine EES G ERY AT HAHGE s/iwww.mplienaers.gov.in 1TH 1 ' i i
candidature will be cancelled, Criminal Proceedings under law shall be initiated, or any other action as may be deemed https://www.nhmmp.gov.in 7 3T@= £ | P P Sd/- g website hitps://mptenders. gov. in/ mcgﬂm app
appropriate by the committee, shall be taken. : 5 . ; LEEI{IE For Police Units
In case of any dispute, the decision of Chairperson of the Selection Commitiee shall be final. ( Heieteh TTE0H BT 377 i ) F
The applications along with requisite documents must reach the office of the Principal, Govt. Medical College, Kathua by G-13457/24 TG = e gsyey S. Item Qty. EMD Tender
registered post or by hand on or before 27.07.24 (01:00 PM). Applications sent by any other mode shall not be No. Paid Online Through Fees(Rs.)
entertained. ;
: mptenders.gov.in
Note : The vacancies are advertised as per the posts which are vacant or likely to fall vacant. However, the G_GVE rnment of J"L_am mu _& Kash r_‘nlr P g
Department may withdraw/ alter number of vacancies or decides not to fill the vacancies at any point of time till Office of the Superintending Engineer - 1 LAPTOP o0Nos 1,27.500/- 3,000/-
the completion of selection process without any further notification. i i ' ; .
v 3 d (Or. Surinder K. Atri) _ nﬂ?iﬁ:{;‘ﬁ;i; ":I':‘i“'::'zLEIL'TH‘:W‘E”:;E‘L’ “ 1. Cost of tender document (Tender Fee) is non refundable and cannot
z = e=lall. 5 o (L0 FAHE dil.CC = L) 2 VWA, c 1.C0, ; i : K
. Principal, = 191-24520¢ be exempted in any condition & must submit online through
(Y000 T Dy wrowh) Govt. Medical College, Kathua. HDTI 1‘ NDER website hitps://mptenders.qgov.in/nicgep/app.
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This isn't the first time Udham Singh’s presence
or otherwise at Jallianwala Bagh on April I3, 1919,
has been debated. Various books and accounts
disagree on this aspect of the massacre episode

Amaninder.Pal
@timesofindia.com

Chandigarh: The curious
case of a school textbook in
Punjabsuggestingthatoneof
India’s celebrated freedom
fighters, ‘Shaheed’ Sardar
Udham Singh, wasn't any-
where near Amritsar on
April 13, 1919 — the day of the
Jallianwala Bagh massacre
— has ignited sentiments in
hisnative state that go beyond
challenging this alleged his-
torical untruth.

Generations have grown
up hearing and reading about
how Udham Singh, who
would go on to “avenge” the
massacre of innocents two

TIMES Special

decades later, tended to those
wounded at Jallianwala Bagh
hours after the carnage and
also helped a woman find her
husband in a heap of bodies.

Some accounts mention
that he stood over the victims'
bodies at Jallianwala Bagh
that day and vowed to make it
his life’s mission to get them
justice. He would wait until
March 13, 1940, for that mo-
ment toarrive.

Udham Singh's act of
shooting dead Michael O'D.
wver, who was the British lieu-
tenant governor of Punjab at
the time of the massacre, in
London's packed Caxton Hall
and his arrest, conviction and
execution thereafter remain
one of the more compelling
storiesof the movement for In-
dependence.

Earlier this vear, a six-
member team from Feroz-
pur’s Shaheed Udham Singh
Memorial Society landed in
Chandigarh to meet officials
of Punjab School Education
Board (PSEB) and contest the
veracity of the information
mentioned in one of its pub-
lished textboolks.

The original version of
Punjabi Paath Pustak, aClass
IV textbook, states that Ud-
ham Singh was abroad when
bullets from British soldiers’

Second attack on
security forces in
Manipur in just
over a month

p Continued from P1

he slain CRPF staffer, 43-

| yvear-old Ajay Kumar Jha

of Madhubani district,

was felled by a bullet to his fore-

head, police said. He was de-

clared dead on arrival at a local

hospital. The wounded cops are

said tobeout of danger whilethe

civilianisreceivingtreatmentat
a hospital in Assam’s Silchar,

The 8.40am ambush was the
second such attack on security
forces in Manipurinjustovera
month. On June 10, suspected
militants targeted the advance
security convoy of CM Biren
Singh in Kangpokpi district,
injuring a policeman.

AtMorbung, the joint patrol
team was bombarded by mili-
tants strategically positioned
at five to six locations. The se-
curity personnel retaliated and
the gunfight continued until
noon, after which the militants
moved o the forested hills in
thevicinity. Jha, whowas at the
wheel of the vehicle ferrying
the team, was apparently the
first to be struck by a bullet.

Additional security forces
have been dispatched to Mor-
bung for a combing operation.,

CM Biren Singh wroteon X,
“Istrongly condemn the killing
of aCRPF jawan.., Hissupreme
sacrifice in the line of duty
shall not go in vain.”

Kuki Inpi urged the Centre
toensure thesafety of the Kuki-
Zo people. “The sustained and
coordinated attacks on the Ku-
Ki-Zo people in the Jiribam re-
gion represent a ruthless at-
tempt to further ethnic perse-
cution... This has severely dis-
rupted the lives, safety and
security of the Kuki-Zo com-
munity. Hundreds of villagers
have been compelled to flee
their homes in Jirtbam due to
ongoing oppression by Meitei
armed groups, with many dis-
placed in relief camps,” 1t said.

Kuki Inpi also eriticised
what it described as “a deliber-
atefailureof the CRPF to main-
tain neutrality”.

The Indigenous Tribal Lead-
ers’ Forum of Manipur had reit-
erated its demand for “a Union
Territory with a legislature for
the Kuki-Zo community in the
state” in an open letter to HM
Amit Shah the previousday.

guns rained on a Baishakhi
Day crowd at Jallianwala
Bagh protesting the Rowlatt
Act and the arrest of freedom
fighters Saifuddin Kitchlew
and Satyapal.

“A textbook published by
PSEB says Udham Singh was
abroad when the Jallianwala
Bagh carnage happened.
That’s a blatant historical
distortion. We have submit-
ted documentary evidence
supporting the fact that Ud-
ham Singh was present at
Jallianwala Bagh that dawv.
Fortunately, PSEB responded
positively to our request and
decided to amend the chap-
ter,” Jaspal Handa, a member
of Shaheed Udham Singh Me-
morial Society, told TOL.

This isn't the first time that
Udham Singh's presence or
otherwise at Jallianwala Bagh
on April 13, 1919, has been de-
bated. Various books and ac-
counts disagree on this aspect
of the massacre episode.

Inatorewordto B S Maigh-
owalia’s 1969 book Sardar Ud-
ham Singh: A Prince
Amongst Patriots in India,
former defence minister VK
Krishna Menon writes, “Sar-
dar Udham Singh, who joined
the national movement early
in his life, soon parted compa-
ny with Gandhiji. The key fac-
tor in this conversion was the
Jallianwala Bagh massacre,
which impelled him to rebel
against the authority, almost
individualistically, but with
determination coupled with
bitterness.”

Menon, whowaspartof the
team that defended Udham
Singh during his trial in Lon-
don, then citesan instance sug-
gesting that the latter’'s pres-
ence at Jallianwala Bagh on
the day of the massacre would
define his life thereafter.

“Sardar Udham Singh
was driven to avenge the
death of martyrs. The grim-
mest element in this determi-
nation of vengeance seems to
have been the acceptance of
the request of an Indian wom-
an who had decided to immo-
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Michael O'Dwyer in London's packed Caxton Hall,
Udham Singh in a photograph taken in Lahore in 1933
and the weapon used to avenge the massacre et iy
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Bagh. But Udham Singh un-
dertook to retrieve the body
of the dead husband.”

In 1974, Udham Singh'’s re-
mains, which had been lying
in England since his execu-
tion in 1940, were brought to
India. The same vear, Central
Khalsa Orphanage, where
Udham Singh had spent a
part of his childhood, pub-
lished a Punjabi book on him

In one of his books, Dr Si-
kander Singh, who did his
PhD on Udham Singh, writes,
“Udham Singh was alsothere.
He was doing the work of a
water carrier.”

Martyrs of the Twentieth
Century by Giani Gurmukh
Singh Musafir states, “On the
day of the massacre, Udham
Singh was present in the or-
phanage. A group of boys

Former defence minister V K Krishna Menon, who
was part of the team that defended Singh during
his trial in London, is one of the many who have
said the latter was at Jallianwala Bagh

on the day of the massacre, and suggests this
defined his life thereafter

authored by Suba Singh.

Quoting various sources,
Suba Singh writes, “Ratan
Devi from Peshawar had also
come to Amritsar But her
husband fell victim to the bul-
lets. In the evening, she was
wailing and asking for help.
Udham Singh heard her voice
and went to the place of the
massacre along with her
With muchdifficulty, he locat-
ed the body of her husband
and even retrieved it."”

The book also mentions
that on April 14, authorities
of the orphanage had de-
puted some vouth at the site
of the massacre for relief and
rescue operations and that

from the orphanage was de-
puted to care for injured peo-
ple. He was deeply shocked
while tending to the victims
and pledged to take revenge.”

The first challenge to
these accounts of Udham
Singh being present at Jal-
lianwala Bagh came from a
set of British files declassi-
fiedin1997.

The documents, included
in historian Dr Navtej Singh
and Avtar Singh Jouhl’s 2002
book Emergence of the Im-
age: Redact Documentsof Ud-
ham Singh, provide detailed
information about Udham
Singh from his days in Amrit-
sartohisexecution in Penton-

Accounts of his presence
at Jallianwala Bagh on April
13, 1919, were apparently first
guestioned in the communi-
cation dispatched by the then
home department to the Brit-
ish secretary of state for In-
dia, on June 20, 1940,

“Enquiries made in his
(Udham Singh's) home vil-
lage at Sunam in Patiala state
and in Amritsar do not con-
firm his statement that any of
their relatives was shot in
Amritsar in 1919, or that he
was present at Amritsar,”
states the communication.

The London-based British
authorities purportedly tried
toascertain whetherany rela-
tive of Udham Singh was at
Jallianwala Bagh during the
protest that culminated in a
tragedy.

In response, the home de-
partment wrote on April 8,
1940, “We have no knowledge
of any brother or other rela-
tive being in Amritsar.. His
1927 Amritsar statement to
the police, although detailed
and accurate in all other as-
pects, made no mention of ei-
ther claimant.”

The documents also claim
that Udham Singh was then
working in Africaandreturn-
edtolndiaat least twomonths
after the Jallianwala Bagh
massacre, After his arrest in
London for O'Dwver's assas-
sination, Udham Singh's ini-
tial statement gives the im-

Accounts of Singh’s
presence at Jallianwala
Bagh on April 13, 1919,
were apparently first
questionedina
communication
dispatched by the then
home department to the
British secretary of
state for India, on

June 20, 1940

sent in Amritsar on April 13,
1919, the papers suggest.

Cannon Row police sta-
tion's A Division noted on
March 13, 1940, “He first left
that country (India) during
1918, from Mombasa, East
Africa, and worked thereasa
motor mechanic for a Ger-
man firm in Nairobi. He
could not recollect how long
this situation lasted but
thinks it was for eighteen
months. He says he was
sacked for not going to work.
He returned to India about
June1919.”

Bharat Bhushan, coordi-
nator of the UK-based Sha-
heed Udham Singh Welfare
Trust, told TOI that since all
official British files linked
to Udham Singh were clas-
sified till 1989, writers of
books published in the pre-
vious decades didn't have
access to the important
cache of primary sources,
“The contrary fact (about
Udham Singh being abroad
on the day of the massacre)
emerged once the British
authorities declassified
the documents,” he said.

But so intertwined were
the tales of the Jallianwala
massacre and Udham Singh
that the British ostensibly
tried hard todelink his act {of
assassinating O'Dwyver) from
themassacre. “The heroic act
of the martyr and his appar-
ent link to the massacre was
proving uncomfortable for
them,” Bhushan said.

A communication between
British officials appears to
confirm their apprehension,
“The anniversary of Jallian-
wala Bagh will fall on the 13th
April... It would be advisable to
avoid holding Udham Singh's

on After Trump attack,

BJP targets Rahul’s
remarks on Modi

Akhilesh.Singh
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Afterthe bid toas-
sassinate former US presi-
dent Donald Trump, BJP
called out Congress for the in-
cendiary and inciting lan-
guage used by Rahul Gandhi
and other Congress leaders
during the Lok Sabha cam-
paign and said inflammatory
language that fuelled the at-
tack on Trump was also used
against PM Narendra Modi.

Party spokespersons re-
called Rahul referring to the
PM as Hitler and his “Woh
(Modi) ghar se nahi nikal
paayega, Hindustan ke yuva
usko danda marenge (PM will
be beaten with lathis if he
were to venture out of his
house)” remark, and said it
was this type of provocative
remark which encouraged po-
litical violence,

“Incidentally, ‘democracy
isindanger’ isthe themeinthe
US presidential election too,

just like ‘samvidhaan ko ba-

chana hai’ was the opposi-
tion's pitch inIndia. Caste, like
race in America, was weapon-
ised to drive a wedge in Indian
society  Demonising oppo-
nents and calling them dicta-
tors is also not a coincidence.
The global money bag, with
dangerous ideas, used the
term for the first time, to de-
scribe democratically elected
powerful world leaders, who
he couldn’t control,” BJP's IT
department head Amit Malvi-
vasaid inaposton X.

The remark, which ap-
peared to echo BJP’s com-
plaints against billionaire in-
vestor and trader, George So-
ros, who has tried to influence
politics in many countries, and
marked a remarkable expres-
sion of sympathy for Trump.

“But the third time fail Ra-
hul, who sought foreign inter-
vention in India’s elections,
failed to deliver,” Malviya
said, sharing a screenshot of
Rahul’s poston X dated March
21 where the Congress leader
appeared to be taking at swipe
at Modi by asking, “Why doso
many dictators have names
that begin with M... Marcos,
Mussolini, Milosevie, Muba-
rak, Musharraf, Micombero.”

A video of Rahul’s recent

‘FRIENDS’

Violence has no
place in politics: PM

M Narendra Modi joined

other world leaders in
strongly condemning the
attack onformerUS President
Donald Trump saying he's
deeply concerned by the attack
on “his friend”.

Modi said on X violence has
no placeinpoliticsand
democracies. “*Wish him speedy
recovery. Our thoughts and
prayers are with the family of the
deceased, those injured and the
American people,” said the PM.

Trump was injured during his
election rally when a suspected
shooter fired multiple shots
toward the stage from outside of
the rally venue in Butler, the US
SecretService said.

Among other global leaders
who condemned the shooting
were French President
Emmanuel Macron, UK PM Keir
Starmer, German chancellor
Olaf Scholz and Japanese PM
Fumio Kishida. tun

where he referred to the al-
leged incident of a slipper be-
ing tossed at Modi's convoy in
Varanasi without criticising
1t was alsoshared.

BJP spokesperson Shah-
zad Poonawala also came
down hard on Congressforde-
humanising Modi. “By dehu-
manising Trump, vou legiti-
mise such attacks. Similar de-
humanising attacks are tak-
ing place in India too where
some label PM Modi as a
‘threat to democracy' and a
‘non-biological’ PM. Such at-
tacks, from the head of Con-
oress communication depart-
ment, legitimise and main-
stream violence and hatred,”

late herself at Jallianwala Udham Singh waspartof it. ville prison in England. pression that he was not pre- trialonthisdate.” remark at a press conference Poonawalasaid.
Two minors, 8 & 15, killed in separate leopard attacks in UP 1 Government ATIMES B EERNEE (iihhi
wo separate leopard attacks claimed an 8-year-old girlin Bijnor and a 15-year-old boy in Kheri
district over the weekend, report Harveer Dabas & Kanwardeep Singh. These incidents add to the
toll of leopard-related deaths, with 22 fatalities reported in Bijnor alone over the past year.
Field director of Dudhwa Tiger Reserve, Lalit Vierma, said, “We sent multiple teams to the area,
and locals have been advised to stay cautious. The victim’s family will be entitled to compensation.”
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New Delhi: The controversy
about alleged misrepresenta-
tion of ‘non-creamy layver’ cer-
tificate by trainee IAS Pooja
Khedkar has cast a cloud over
the ‘OBC creamy layer’ criteria
and its implementation. But
the irony is that genuine back-
ward aspirants are getting a
rough deal and desperately
hoping that the new BJP govt
will finally wake up to the long
pending revision of ‘creamy
layer’ for Mandal reservations.
The increase in ‘income
ceiling’ for 27% OBC quotas is
pending for seven years, which
has made it twice overdue for a
hike. It is supposed to be re-
vised every three yvears to ad-
just for inflation. The ‘creamy
laver’, last revised from Rs 6
lakh to Rs § lakh in 2017, is the
group of backwards who are
categorised as well-off among
the OBCs and thus ineligible
for job and education guotas.
All India OBC Employees
Federation general secretary

‘Creamy layer’ income cap was

G Karunanidhy said during
the seven years, the Union
govt has revised the salary
structure of its emplovees
and increased their dearness
allowance (DA) from 24% to
46% till July 2023, and ignor-
ing these indexes for income
ceiling for reservation is un-
justified. “The new central
govt has settled in. We de-
mand immediate revision of
income ceiling for creamy lay-
er to Rs151akh.” he said.
When the income ceiling
was due for an increase in

2020, the Union social justice
ministry moved a cabinet pro-
posal recommending it be
hiked from Rs 8 lakh to Rs 12
lakh, but added a separate
point to redefine the ‘income
criteria’ for the ‘creamy laver’.
As laid down by the post-Man-
dal 1993 office memorandum,
‘income’ does not include ‘sala-
ry and ‘agricultural earnings’,
but govt proposed that in fu-
ture ‘salary’ be included in cal-
culating 'income’.

The proposal ran into re-
sistance from the National

last revised in 2017 to 38L/year

It IS Supposed To Be Updated Every 3 Yrs To Adjust For Inflation

PTI

Commission for Backward
Classes and senior OBC lead-
ersof BJE, whoargued that in-
clusion of ‘salary’ in calculat-
ing the ‘creamy laver’ would
make it easier for a backward
to be considered better-off. A
surprised Modi govt was
forced to put the proposal in
cold storage.

The deadlock dragged on
for three yvears and in Sept
2023, the revision became due
again. Meanwhile, the social
justice minister told the Lok
Sabha on Feb 7, 2023, that
there was no proposal for revi-
sion “since the existing in-
come limit is considered sutfi-
cient”, triggering outrage
among the backwards.

Now, with two hikes over-
due, social justice activists
like Karunanidhy, who have
sent several letters to govt,
complain it has become much
easierforan OBC tobe weeded
out of eligibility for reserva-
tions because Rs 8 lakh is too
low a ceiling in 2024, seven
vears after it was determined.

Khedkar’s Audi handed over to
cops after removing beacon, seized

Times News NETWORK

Pune: Trainee IAS officer Pu-
ja Khedkar'swhite Audiwitha
red-and-blue beacon and the
words “Maharashtra Govt”
emblazoned in red on either
sideof the Four Ringslogowas
impounded Sunday, three days
after the Chaturshringi traffic
police division sent her a no-
tice asking for the car to be
brought for verification. The
car was handed over to police
after removing the beacon and
the stickers, an officer said.
Khedkar, who has been ac-
cused of misusing herofficial
position, used to travel in the
Andi Adduring her posting in

has been accused of misusing her
official position

the Pune collectorate in June.

“The EKhedkar family's
driver brought the car to the
traffic  division’'s office
around 3.30am, albeit with-
out the vehicle documents.
Wehave issued notice tothem

again, asking for the papers,”
seniortraffic inspector Shafil
Pathan told TOIL.

“We need all details of the
car — who's been driving it
and why beacons and govt
stickers were usedon it.”

The Audi, registered in
the name of Thermoverita
Engineering Pvt Ltd, had
multiple pending e-challans
issued against traffic viola-
tions. The family’s driver, As-
lam Jamadar, paid fines to-
talling Rs 26,000 against 21
challanslast Friday.

Police put up barricades
around the car and a jammer
on one of the front wheels af-
ter it was handed over.

The allegations against

B |
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Notice for Last Date Extension

The last date for receiving application forms for
PGDP & M.S. is extended up to 25.7.2024
lIPCET-2024 Entrance Examination to be held on 28.7.2024

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF PACKAGING
Plot E-2, Road No. 8, MIDC Area, Andheri (East), Mumbai - 400 083, INDIA
A Tel: +91-22-69192200 Dir: 69192244/45 Mobile No. 89393 65583 4

HELEU AR IR 1T 0112/Cs As per Tender/Document;

@ E-TENDER NOTICE ==

31242501; 1) Single Core Cable 9

Tender Notice No.: PCMM/CLW/
HWH/E-Procurement/24/43,
Dated: 10/07/2024. PCMM/CLW/
Howrah on behalf of the President
of India invites electronic bids from
established reliable manufacturer for
supply of the followings. The
following E-Tender/s is for supply

Electric Locomotive. The Prospec-
tive/likely suppliers are requested to
look up the website www.ireps.
oov.in [or detailed instructions. These
are E-Tenders, only electronic offer
bids shall be accepted. SI. No.;
Tender No.; Description of Stores;

of materials for manufacture of
2924501098 Alumimium Ladder for

09/09/2024; ¥ 0.00. [239]:
ORKW-AX10, 4000V, BK as per
Specn. No. CLW/ES/3/0458/E,
2) Smgle Core Cable 9 GKW-AXT0,
4000V, BK as per CLW Specn. No.
CLW/ES/3/0458/E, 3) Single Core
Cable 9GKW-AXI150, 4000V, BK
as per Specn, No. CLW/ES/3/0458/
E: As per Tender/Document;
317072024 ¥ 0.00. [240];

cable laying work inside Loco as per
attached Drawing No.: 55E/
C.LAYING/OI/AL/LADDER.
Description: Aluminium 5 Ft, Step
Ladder with spacious Platform, Base
width of the Platform will be 2 Ft. =
| & % Ft, all steps are Aluminium

Khedkar include demanding
privilegesan [AStrainee offi-
cer isn't entitled to, such asa
cabin and staff, and breach-
ing protocol to sit in the addi-
tional collector's office.

Pune cops visit
Khedkar mom’s
home but fail
to meet her

Pune: Separate teams of Pune
rural and Pune city police that
visited the bungalow of I[AS
trainee officer Puja Khedkar’s
mother, Manorama, in Banerat
Tam and 10am Sunday, had tore-
turn from the gates as nobody
responded to their repeated
calls, reports Gitesh Shelke.
SP (Pune rural) Pankaj
Deshmukh told TOIL “We
wanted to guestion Manorama
Khedkar regarding the rioting
and threatening case regis-
tered by police following com-
plaint by a farmer in Mulshi ta-
luka.” The case was registered
after a June 5, 2023, video sur-
faced in which Manorama, ac-
companied by private boun-
CErs, was seen waving a pistol
during an argument with some
farmers over land ownership.
On Saturday, police re-

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is notified that
Castrol India Limited
(the "Company") has no
connection whatsoever
with any financial
schemes or offers seeking
contributions from
individuals and requiring
them to register for
financial gains.

Reportedly there are
fraudulent schemes that
are being disseminated
through various channels,
websites, apps, social
media, and instances of
events organising an
assembly of people, where
the Castrol name and logo
have been unlawfully
being used to deceive
individuals including by
impersonation of the
Company executives.

corded statements of wit-
nesses and carried out spot
panchnama. At 7am Sun-
day, officials reached Ma-
norama’s bungalow.

On not getting any re-
sponse from inside the bun-
galow, police team pasted
the notice on the gates and
returned. The notice, ad-
dressed to Manorama, men-
tions details of the case and
refers to violation of terms
of license in wake of misuse
of the firearm. It further di-
rects Manorama to reply to
the notice within 10 days,
failing which the firearm li-
cense shall be cancelled.

Why some couples are opting for
the slim, secular ‘court marriage’

Despite the red tape, those who don't want the stress of a traditional ceremony
are going the registry route. And as Sonakshi Sinha showed, they can be fun too

Shruti.Sonal@timesofindia.com

egistry or ‘court marriages’,
) as they are called in India,
\ are usually dull affairs in
govt buildings that are heavy
on paperwork and low on joyv When
it's an inter-faith nuptial, there is the
added complication of parental and
societal resistance. But not Sonakshi
Sinha’s, Draped in her mother’s ivory
and gold vintage saree, the Bollywood
actor looked visibly excited as she put
her thumb print on legal papers to reg-
ister her marriage with Zaheer Igbal
under the Special Marriage Act, 1954,
as a small group of family and friends
cheered on. That moment may have had
none of the ‘tamasha’ that usually sur-
round celebrity weddings, but the joy
and warmth of the celebration was
enough to silence trolls and reaffirm a
woman's right to choose her partner.
The Special Marriage Act or SMA is
a law intended to facilitate inter-faith

SATHSYA ANNA THARIEN,
CONTENT CREATOR

It might be smaller than a
traditional wedding, but it still
requires a lot of work, and the
mandate for public details to be
disclosed remains a challenge

and inter-caste marriages. It's also avail-
able to those who want secular mar-
riages, and is increasingly gaining
traction among same-caste, same-faith
couples who want to ditch the big fat
Indian wedding in favour of a simple,
secular ‘court marriage’ that lets them
enjoy the day instead of spending
hours standing on a stage, greeting
hundreds of people whose names they
won't even remember.

Eight months ago, Kolkata-based Tab-
bu Chowdhury and her same-faith part-
ner decided to have a registry marriage
on November 9, the date they had met on
a dating app in 2021. Instead of going to
the office, they invited the registry offi-
cials home, who legalised the process
using the couple's biometrics and wit-
nesses, which has been mandatory for
all marriage registrations by West Ben-
gal since November 2023 . “From food to
people to dressing, we decided everything
rather than let the parents decide. We
cut the cake, exchanged varmalas, got a
catering service, and took photographs.
There was no pandit or anything,” savs

SIGN UP FOR SIMPLICITY: (From left) Tabbu Chowdhury gets her marriage registered
at her Kolkata home; Sathsya Tharien after her inter-faith court marriage in Delhi

29-year-old Chowdhury
Mumbai-based wedding photogra-
pher Ebrahim Kapadia says he has
covered nearly ten registry weddings
in the past few months. “Many couples
want to celebrate with just close fami-
ly and friends, and focus on moments

who had an inter-faith court marriage,
says she was lucky as the couple’s par-
ents didn't force any ideas on them.
“My parents also had a simple wed-
ding, so that made things easier.”
Dressed in a simple pink salwar kameez,
she shared a photograph with her fol-

that really matter,” says Kapadia, who
has been documenting weddings for
nearly a decade.

“It’s not that these couples can’t
afford a big wedding, but they are put-
ting their foot down and telling their
families that their priorities are differ-
ent,” he says.

One of the shaadis that Kapadia's
team covered was the court marriage
of Navi Mumbai's Reshma and Dar-
shan. Unlike glitzy videos doing the
rounds, this YouTube video that gar-
nered more than 60,000 views captured
the laughter and pranks that shaped
the big day. “It was small, but it was
everything 1 wanted!” says Reshma, a
fashion designer. After the court pro-
cedure, the couple invited about 30
people home, where some Marathi rit-
uals took place. At first, it was difficult
to convince her mother about the rath-
er low-kev celebrations, but she even-
tually agreed, Reshma recalls.

Convincing families is still one of
the biggest hurdles. Some couples are
able to stand their ground, vet others
have to find a middle path. Chowdhury
had to follow her registry wedding with
a more traditional one 15 days later
that had around 900 guests.

For inter-faith and inter-caste cou-
ples, there are way more hurdles, espe-
cially the 30-day notice period which
parents or ‘love jihad’ vigilantes can
use to create problems. However, con-
tent creator Sathsva Anna Tharien,

lowers online after the court ceremony.
Outside the court, they exchanged gar-
lands and went for lunch with their
families. Like Sonakshi Sinha, she fol-
lowed it up with a reception.

She posted a detailed video outlining
the step-by-step process of her mar-
riage registration in a Delhi court on
YouTube, hoping it would help couples
opting for such marriages convince
their kin and get the right information
about the online application process,
questions asked by the registrars, and
documents needed. “While planning
my wedding, I realised that the infor-
mation out there about such marriages
is only the dry, legal details.I wanted to
help people using my personal experi-
ence,” Tharien says,

The video has nearly four lakh
views, the comment section peppered
with queries and a few intolerant com-
ments. Many were apprehensive about
the notice period clause, Tharien adds,
as they were planning the wedding
against their family’s wishes.

Tharien outlined her own struggles
in getting the tiny details in the affida-
vit format right, and discomfort while
putting personal details on a public
notice board as part of the 30-day man-
date. “The scale of such a marriage
might be smaller than a traditional
wedding, but it still requires a lot of
work, and the mandate for public de-
tails to be disclosed remains a chal-
lenge for many people,” she adds.

4 of family among 5 killed
as SUV rams truck in Bihar

Patna; Five people, includ-
ing four members of a fam-
ily, were killed and seven
others injured when their
SUV crashed into a truck in
Bihar's Kishanganj district
early Sunday. Three chil-
dren were among the de-
ceased, reports Kshitiz.
Those in the SUV were
headed to Bagdogra airport
near Bengal’s  Siliguri,
around 100km from the crash
spot, police said. The injured

included five children. “Eve-
witnesses reported the SUV
was moving at a speed of
about 100kmph,”
oanj SP Sagar Kumar said.
Md Jawaid, Congress’s
Kishanganj MP who visited
the site, claimed the acci-
dent occurred as the truck
was moving on the wrong
flank of the highway and
because of poor quality of
the road. MP Jawaid de-
manded an inquiry.

Kolhapur: The months-
long campaign by some
right-wing outfits to rid Kol-
hapur's historical Vishal-
gad Fort of encroachment
turned violent Sunday, with
instances of stone-pelting
and assault by some protes-
ters onresidents of the area,
reports Abhijeet Patil.
Sambhajiraje Chhatra-
pati, a former Rajya Sabha
MP and descendant of Chha-
trapati Shivaji, marched to

Kishan-

MEGHALAYAN AGE LTD

A Government of Meghalaya Undertaking
Shalom Building, 1* Floor, Lower Lachumiere
Shillong - 793001, Meghalaya, India

APPRENTICESHIP NOTIFICATION

(Advertisement No. MAL/81/2022/PT-1/162 Dated : 15-07-2024
Meghalayan Age Limited (MAL) invites applications from professionals who aspire 1o work
on impactful projects that will shape the Tourism Experiences in Meghalaya.

the fort with thousands of
supporters around 9.40am,
sources said.

Videos emerged of a few
police personnel guarding
the place, contradicting the
administration’s statement
that it had deploved a large
contingent to stop the pro-

Mabha fort stir turns violent
ahead of Shivaji kin’s visit

Chief minister
Eknath Shinde
promised a
demolition drive
starting Monday

testers. Later in the after-
noon, instances of attacks
on houses in Gajapur were
reported. A house was
torched and several vehicles
were damaged. Residents
said police were conspicu-
ous by their absence,

Chief minister Eknath
Shinde promised a demoli-
tion drive starting Monday:

Last vear, the district ad-
ministration carried out a
survey of the fort and found
160 illegal constructions, The
fortisaprotected monument.

W/B23/51/NIT

WESTERN RAILWAY - RATLAM DIVISION

Date 11.07.2024

Quantity; Due on; Tender Cost are
as follow: [236]; 23235096A;
Cordless Hand Operated Power
Crimping Tool with accessories.
Specification: Cnmping force S0kN

& Position Desired Qualification

o A recent graduate (within the

L"umpcl:ur:cit:s n:qu'm:d

E-TENDERING NOTICE

- o The Divisional Railway Manager (WA) RATLAM for and on behalf of the |
last year) with a Bachelor's Visit President of India invites *Open Tender® through e-tender on website |
degree in Design from a | https:/corp.themeghalayanage.com/recruitment/ www.ireps.gov.in the delails are as under -—

prestigious institution such as for more details 5]  E-tender No. & '

NID or stmilar institutes, with No. Name of Work |

Chequered Plate, Steps of Ladder
shall be 2 Ft. = 1 Ft. Aluminium
Chequered Plate, gaps in between
two steps are | Ft. Guard Rails of
the Railing of the Ladder will he of

The Company requests
people to remain vigilant
and to not engage with
individuals making these
fraudulent offers or

Tourism
Design Project
( Duration: 6
maonths)

EMD
in¥

-lf:ﬂmp'l'ntiun '
Period

'ﬁ.pprmr..
Value ¥

(minimum), crimping range 16 to
240 sq. mm, stroke 42 mm , voltage
18Y with charging time 2 hours,
capacity 3 Ah (min). Crimping cycle
63 to 185 (depend on size of cable).
Accessories: (1) compact 180 degree
rotable head with safety valve,
(i1) die sets and Indentor to suit
crimping head for crimping the cable
of 16, 25, 35, 50, 70, 95, 120, 150,
|85, 240 sg. mm, {iii)} Battery 02
MNos., Charger 1 No., (iv) Sealing
ring of cylinder : 1 set, Sealing ring
of safety valve : | set. Preferable
Make/Brand: JAINSON, TAPARIA,
DUROFIX, AEROBOOM,
POWERTEAM, Enerpac or
equivalent any other Indian Make/
Brand (Make must be Make in India
Policy compliant); As per Tender/
Document; 27/07/2024; T 0.00.
|237]; 31242535; 1) Single Core
Cable 4GKW-AX1.5, 1800V, BK as
per Specn. No, CLW/ES/3/(458/E,
2) Single Core Cable 4GKW- AX
2.5, 1800V, BK as per Specn. No,
CLW/ES/3/0458/E, 3) Smgle Core
Cable 4GKW-AXG, 1800V, BK as
per Specn. No. CLW/ES/3/0458/E,
4) Single Core Cable 4GKW-AX10,
LBOOY, BK as per Specn. No. CLW/
ES/3/0458/E, 5) Single Core Cable
4ORKW-AXZ5, 1800V, BK as per
Speen. No. CLW/ES/3/0458/E,
6) Smgle Core Cable 4GKW-AX35,
| BOOY, BK as per Specn. No. CLW/
ES/3/0458/E; As per Tender/
Document; 31/07/2024; T 0.00.
[238]; 31242690; Set of Earthing
Cable for WAG-Y9 as per CLW
Specification No. CLW/ES/3/

I & 2 inch diameter Aluminium
pipe. The Main Ladder structure will
be 3 Ft. Size: Height 5 Ft.
Extension | Ft. (12 SWG, i.e. 3.18
mm). The structure of the Ladder
will be of Nut, Bolt and riveted joint,
The Base Leg will be fixed with 5
inch diameter 6 mm round shaped
M.S. Plate. Load capacity of the
Ladder around 120 - 150 Kg.; As
per Tender/Document; 02/08/2024;
T 0.00. [241]; 21242766; 1) Steel
Pipe size: 32 mm NB = 3.2 mm Thk.
* 3500 mm Lg., Speen.: 18: 1239
(Part-1) 2004 (Medium), 2) Steel
pipe seamless normalized, Size:
25mm Nom Bore wall thickness 4.05
mim, [5:1239 PT-1: 1990 sustable for
bending cold to a mean radius of 3
times O/D of pipes plain at end in
random length of 6 to 7 Mirs.
Hardness value to be within 125
B.H.MN, 3) Steel pipe scamless
normalized, Size: 32mm Nom Bore
wall thickness 4.05mm, Speen:
[S:1239 PT.1:1990 suitable for
bending cold to a mean radius of 3
times O/D of pipes plain at ends in
random length of 6 to 7 Mitrs.
hardness value to be within 125
B.H.N: As per Tender/Document;
01/08/2024; ¥ 0.00. [242]:
21242741; Rolled UN-EQUAL
angle Size : 125mm * 7Timm =
12mm Thk., 9000 mm Long,
[5:2062:2011 GR-E 250 CU
Quality-C Killed Normalised;
As per Tender/Document;
09/08/2024; T 0.00.

|PR4/524] PCMM/CLW/Howrah

Like us on: www.lacehook.com/clwrailways

communications that
claim to be from the
Castrol Fund and be fully
aware of the risks and
conseguences associated
with these offers and
investments.

Design;

field.

a focus on Communication
Product
Service Design, or a related

Design,

1 |RTM-2024-25-68

Interested professionals may visit www.themeghalayanage.com for details and send their
application via email on or before 30" July 2024 to recruitment(@ themeghalayanage.com.

MLLP.R. No : 468
Dated : 12-07-2024

AlZAWL SMART CITY LTD

Chiel Administrative (MTicer
Meghalavan Age Limited

SMART CITIES MISSION
A GOVERNMENT OF MIZORAM UNDERTAKING

Urban Resource Centre Building, Opp. Directorate of ACB, Mizoram New Secretariat Complex

(MINECO), Aizawl, Mizoram-796001

Phone: (0389) 2335554, Email: smartcityaizawl@gmail.com, Fax: (0389) 2333737

the tender.
Sd/-

SMM139

NOTICE INVITING EOI

EOI ID: No. D.13024/15/2023/CEO/ASCL
The Chief Executive Officer, on behalf of Competent Authority, invites Expression of Interest (EOI) for the following scope

Dated: 15th July 2024

SCHEME OF

FINANCIAL YEAR 2024-25,

of Work: The Ministry of Culture, Government of India invites applications /
. . x : proposals from Cultural Organizations under
Name of the Project FEE_t InlaéEd t E':rnest ’:m tEil id Lag:ﬁg‘;r o DEthTDf ?_IPTW'TQ scheme with the objective to provide financial assistance to Cultural
roject Los “E‘Ei" ecung e o ?{: nica Organizations having Mational Presence to meet the expenditure to
(INR) Deposit (INR) Submission Bid/EOI be incurred on conducting the cultural programmes / festivals etc.

: Details of scheme guidelines, eligibility criteria, prescribed application
EEES'II'QF'HE.:J Tn?tr;?';iﬁgeﬂaiﬁ'?; Ia;cﬂiﬂlg:;all 25,42 29 580/-| 35,42,000/- 22'?;;&%%324 31st July, 2024 31st ‘J_“W- 2024 format, details of required documents etc. are available on the
Facility (MRF) for Municinal Solid W oy Bl : at 3:00 PM. at 3.00 PM. website of Ministry of Culture il.e. http://'www indiaculture gov.in/

acility ( ; :' or Municipal <ol : aste financial-assistance-cultural-organizations-national-presence
PTDEEE‘E'HQ for ,‘:G""am duration of Eligible applicant organizations should submit two copies of
12 months including O&M. applications, complete in all respect |atest by 15th September, 2024

Details can be had from the office of Chief Executive Officer, Aizawl Smart City Limited, Urban Resource Centre Building, Opp.
Directorate of ACB, MINECO, Aizawl Mizoram or visit the website https://tender.mizoram.gov.in and
aizawlsmartcity.mizoram.gowv.in

EOI must be submitted online only at https:/faizawlsmartcity.mizoram.gov.in./page/bidEQOI

Sd/-

(C.C. LALCHHUANGKIMA)
Chief Executive Officer

disqualification of proposal.

| 303783984.00 1669000.00 | 60 Months ||
Ratlam Division:- Lubrication of curves by contractor's own track mounted

automatic Gauge Face Lubricators with supply of grease including its
maintenance for period of five years.

'épe n"iai Technical Criteria:Only #ED-EG #pprwedi’ﬁevélhpmemél
Vendors for Track based gauge Lubricatars, can participate in this lender
Copy of approval cerificate with validity date is 1o be submitted along with

Approx. Quantity : As pertender schedule

I:Iat'e of uploading on website : 02.07.2024. Date of opening of Tender : |
26.07.2024. Detailed tender notice, eligibility criteria and terms and |
conditions are available at Websile www.ireps.gov.in

__?]' :_: -
': '!Es'l i j
AT TE

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF CULTURE

INVITING APPLICATIONS FOR GRANT-IN-AID UNDER THE
“FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO CULTURAL
ORGANIZATIONS WITH NATIONAL PRESENCE"

{5.00 PM) at the following address :

Director, Eastern Zonal Cultural Centre
IB-201, Sector 3, Salt Lake City
Bidhannagar, Kolkata-700106, West Bengal
Incomplete applications and applications received after |ast date
of receipt of applications WILL BE SUMMARILY REJECTED.
Canvassing by the applicant organizations in any form will lead to

Divisional Railway Manager (W/A) |
Ratlam Division, Western Railway |

Like usan: [ www facebook.comWestemBly | Follow us on; I8 wiw twitter.com/WestemRly

FOR THE

aforementioned

4
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All Puri temple treasury valuables
moved to temporary strong room

JEWELLERY BOX

Inventory On
Hold Till ASI
Wraps Up
Repair Work

Debabrata.Mohapatra
@timesofindia.com

Bhubaneswar: The door to
the inner chamber of Puri
Jagannath Temple's treasu-
ry had to broken open on
Sundayv as the original keys
have been missing since in
2018. The loss of the keys had
put a halt to efforts that year
of making an inventory of
the wvaluables. The “mis-
placed” kevs subsequently
became a contentious politi-
cal issue in the state.
Contrary to myths of
snakes guarding the ratna
bhandar, no reptiles were
found when the designated
team opened the chamber on
Sunday, “We did not come
acrossany snakes, insects, or
reptiles,” said Puril district
collector Siddharth Shankar
Swain. To ensure safety, govt
deployed 11 members of
snake Helpline, a voluntary
unit specialising in snake
rescue. “Our services were
not needed as no snake was
found,” said Subhendu Mal-

Tree plantation drive

IS apt response to
climate change Shah

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Taking part in a
mega tree plantation drive in
Indore in which 11 lakh sa-
plings were planted in a day
creatinga world record on Sun-
day, Union home minister
Amit Shah said that the “Ek
Ped Maa Ke Naam” campaign
launched by Prime Minister
MNarendra Modi is an apt re-
sponse to the challenges of cli-
mate change.

Shah also praised the Cen-
tral Armed Police Forces
(CAPFs) for achieving the tar-
get to plant five crore trees
much ahead of the target date.

He said that May 2024 was
set as the target to plant five
crore tress by CAPFs but they
achieved the target in 2023 and
have planted 5.2 crore saplings.
By the end of the year, another
one crore saplings will be
planted, he added.

Speaking of the importance
of trees, Shah quoted Matsya
Purana which mentions that a
stepwell is equal to 10 wells, a
pond is equal to 10 stepwells, a
son is equal to 10 ponds and a
tree 1s equal to 10 sons. He said
plants should be taken care of
like a child until thev grow up,
later on, they will take care of

All India Muslim law
board to challenge
's alimony verdict

Times News NETwoRrk

New Delhi: The All India Mus-
lim Personal Law Board
(AIMPLB) cited Islamic law
(Sharia) to announce on Sun-
day that it will explore ways to
get Supreme Court’s recent
verdict allowing divorced
Muslim women to claim main-
tenance beyvond the 'iddat’ peri-
od overturned.

AIMPLE, essentially a body
of Sunni clerics, questioned the
SC ruling and said it defied hu-
man reasoning.

“It does not augur well with
human reasoning that men are
held responsible for mainte-
nance of their ex-wives even
when the marriage 1s non-exist-
ent,” said a board statement
which invoked anthority of the
Prophet Muhammad and Allah
toexplain its stand.

The board decided to chal-
lenge Uniform Civil Code
(UCC) law passed in Uttarak-
hand, while urging govt to sev-
er strategic ties with Israel &
pressure it to cease hostilities,
& calling for "restoration” of
the Places of Worship Act.

Describing Palestine crisis
as a “humanitarian problem as
Israel has illegally occupied and
displaced citizens of Palestine”,
it appealed to “Muslims of the
world to exhibit genuine con-
cern... which is not only a hu-
manitarian cause but also basic
requirement of the faithful”.

SC on July 10 affirmed that
sSection 125 of Code of Criminal
Procedure applies to all mar-

» 6 wooden chests were
taken to the Jagannath Temple
on Sunday to store Ratna
Bhandar's jewellery and
precious metals

» The chests made of teak

wood have a coating of brass
instead of iron, which corrodes

» Each chest weighs around

2 quintals and is around 3ft
high, 4.5ft long and 2.5t wide.
They are painted in traditional
yellow and red colours

» Shree Jagannath Temple
Administration (5JTA) has

ordered more wooden chests.
Another nine chests are
being constructed by a
Bhubaneswar-based firm

P

4 After getting the order from SJTA, we ensured the
wooden chests reached the temple on Sunday
morning. We feel happy that our carpenters and helpers

carved out the chests within the deadline

SUBASH BARAL | Supervisor of the firm

| got a call from SITA
on Friday night and
brought the chests on
Sunday morning. Around
40 people are working

day and night to carve out
these chests

DILLIP KHATEI | Qwner of the firm

lik from the helpline.

The inventory of valua-
bles is on hold until Archaeo-
logical Survey of India (AST)
restores the raina bhandar,
which has developed cracks.

“We have shifted all the
valuables from the outer
chamber to a temporary
strong room near the ratna
bhandar However, due to the
paucity of time, we could not
transfer the valuables from
the inner chamber. It will be
done another day"” said Ara-
binda Padhee, chief adminis-

tratorof SJTA.

Six large wooden chests
were transported from Bhu-
baneswar to Puri for storing
the wvaluables, with nine
more in production. Justice
Biswanath Rath, chairman
of the committee overseeing
the inventory, said the ratna
bhandar was not fully dilapi-
dated. “We found five almi-
rahsand six orseven wooden
chests (sinduka) in the inner
chamber. We did not open
them to check valuables.”

Govt announced that the

inventory would occur in-
side the renovated ratna
bhandar after ASI completes
the conservation work.
Security inand around the
12th-century shrine has been
tightened to monitor the shift-
ing and audit of the jewellery
At least 85 RAF personnel
have taken guard outside the
temple, while five platoons of
state police have been de-
ploved inside, Police have in-
stalled advanced CCTV cam-
eras in the strong room.
*Sincethere isnodeadline

At least 85 RAF
personnel have
taken guard outside
the temple, while
five platoons of
state police have
been deployed
inside to monitor
the shifting & audit

for completion of the invento-
Iy work, we have asked our
personnel to remain alert and
vigilant in and around the
temple. We request devotees
tocooperate withus,” said Pu-
ri SP Pinak Mishra.

BJP had made reopening
the ratna bhandar a key cam-
paign promise during the
2024 assembly and Lok Sabha
elections, held simultane-
ously in the state. It also
comes days after govt decid-
ed toopen allfour gatesof the
temple. Before this, only the
Lion's Gate was keptopen for
entry and exit of devotees,
while the other three had
been shut since March 2020.

CM Mohan Majhi ex-
pressed his optimism on X:
“Jai Jagannath. At your wish,
first the four gates of the tem-
ple were reopened. Now, ratna
bhandar has been reopened
after 46 years. | firmly believe
that the great endeavour will
be successtul.”

K’taka ex-mantri was at 23 | Leave Mon dist:
~ hotel meeting where tribal
ﬁmd scam was plotted: SIT

Tinaes News NETWORK

Bengaluru: The joint probe
by ED and Karnataka’s SIT
into diversion of Rs 94 crore
from Karnataka Maharshi
Valmiki ST Development
Corporation has revealed the
involvement of ex-minister B
MNagendra inthealleged scam
by participating in a meeting
in a hotel in Dec last year
where he asked officials to
transfer corporation’'smoney
intoanew account.

Nagendra, who resigned
last month after the scam
broke out, was arrested by
EDsleuths on Saturday.

As per the documents SIT
has submitted in court, Na-
gendra’s personal secretary
Devendrappa, close aide Nek-
kunti Nagaraj, another ac-

cused Nageshwara Rao, and
the corporation’s then MD JG
Padmanabha, among others,
met at astarhotel. Nagaraj al-
legedly asked Padmanabha
to open a bank account and
deposit the corporation’s
funds in it. However, Padma-
nabha initially declined to
follow his instructions.

Later, Nagaraj informed
the group that Nagendra was
at the hotel and led them to
him. All of them returned to
the place where they were sit-
ting earlierr Nagendra then
allegedly directed the corpo-
ration officials to open a new
account & deposit money.

The alleged scam began
after this meeting, and over
Rs 94 crore belonging to the
corporation was transferred
tomultiple accounts.

MP high court judge who
retired in April joins BJP

Bhopal: Former judge of
Madhva Pradesh HCJustice
Rohit Arva has joined BJFE “1
want to remain active in pub-
lic life so as to be able to con-
tribute to public good in what-
ever way possible,” Justice
Aryasaid. Heretiredasan HC
judge in April 2024. However,
he said electoral politics “is
notmy capof tea”.

Talking to TOIon Sunday,

Justice Arvasaidheattended,
aschief speaker, aseminar by
a BJP-affiliate group on new
criminallawson Saturday, Af-
ter that he visited BJP head-
quartersand joined BJE

I find myself close to
BJP philosophy, the spiritu-
al and cultural 1ssues which
form the core of its philoso-
phy, I decided to join the par-
tv.," hesaid.

~ Student body to
. immigrants sans
Nagaland ILP

Dimapur: Konvak Students’
Union (KSU) has asked all im-
migrants without a valid inner
line permit (ILP) to leave Naga-
land’s Mon district immediate-
Iy, reports Bhadra Gogoi.

In a statement issued on
Sunday; the KSU said non-com-
pliance with the directive will
invite "necessary action”.

It said the presence of un-
authorised people poses a sig-
nificant threat to the social
and cultural fabric of “our
community” while affirming
its resolution to uphold the
rule of law and protect the in-
terestsof Konyak people.

Expressing concern over
inereasing number of immi-
grants entering the district
without ILE it urged law en-
forcement agencies to conduct
regular ILP checks at Namsa
and Naginimora check gates
with immediate effect.

It said blatant disregard for
ILP regulations is unaccept-
able and undermines the legal
framework meant to regulate
and monitor the entry of non-
residents into “our district”.
The union said it is imperative
to enforce stringent measures
to ensure that immigrants
without valid ILP are not al-
lowed into the district.

It urged respective villages
and town students unions and
law enforcement agencies to
take the matter seriously and
promptly address the issue.

Union mrnister Amit Shah plants a
tree in memory of his late mother
Kusumben Shah under ‘Ek Ped Maa
Ke Naam' campaign in the presence
of MP CM Mohan Yadav at
Pitreshwar Hanuman Temple
premises in Indore on Sunday

vou like a mother:

The Union minister said
that when the PM started this
plantation campaign, no one
had any idea of this becoming
a people’s movement.

He said Indore was known
for cleanliness, delicious cui-
sine, good governance, CoOper-
ation and participation, but
henceforth the cleanest city
will also be known for the his-
toric tree plantation drive.

He added that Indore will
also be known asagreen city.

ried women, including Mus-
lims, allowing them to claim
maintenance from their hus-
bands. The verdict from Justic-
es B V Nagarathna and Augus-
tine George Masih, which un-
derscored the need for Indian
men to recognise the contribu-
tions of homemakers and sup-
port them financially, has come
in for praise.

The board in its statement
said this judgment “will create
further problems to these
women who have successfully
come out their painful rela-
tionship”. The board’s legal
committee will explore waysto
oget the decision overturned

AIMPLB's stand on the de-
cision is rooted in the belief
that it contradicts Sharia.
which mandates maintenance
only during iddat period. After
this period, a woman 1s free to
remarry or live independently,
with the ex-husband no longer
responsible for her support.

On UCC, the board said its
legal committee is preparing
to challenge Uttarakhand's
law, arguing that it under-
mines the country's diversity
and constitutional principles,
including religious freedom.

The statement also high-
lighted ongoing religious dis-
putes, referencing the Worship
Places Act of 1991, and called
for the SC to apply this Act to
recent disputes to prevent new
conflicts. Additionally, it con-
demned the increase in mob
Iynehing incidents, urging ad-
herence totheruleof law.
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CONTRAPUNTO

That rifle hanging on the wall of the working-class
flat or labourer’s cottage is the symbol of democracy.
It is our job to see that it stays there.

-GEORGE ORWELL

Trump’s Moment

In reaction to assassination bid, Trump shows he’s boss
of optics. Political rhetoric on either side won't change
The assassination bidon Trumpatacampaignrally, confirmed

analysts’” worst fears of what America’s rough political

rhetoric could accomplish. The constant stirring of anger,
the consistent polarisation-sans-reason, and the two political
parties at their weakest, have created space for political violence.

Violence is up | Just as an example of growing disquiet was the
assault on speaker Nancy Pelosi’s husband in 2022 — attacked with a
hammeraftera conspiracy theorist'scall to “break her kneecaps”. The
world has witnessed the aggression in US politics and society, so
earnest bites that “political violence is unAmerican” has few takers.
Political violence in fact may be a new normal, notwithstanding the
urgent calls from politicians across parties to dial back the rhetoric.
Laments over the impact of social media on the dysfunction that’s
American politics today, resurfaced over the explosion of misinfor-
mation right after the assassination attempt. Hysteria online has
implications offline. But for social media
companies, it was business as usual.

Ever political | In America’s multi-
ethnic, multi-race, unique political system,
divisionsarethenorm. Trump’spolitics is
rooted in every faultline. A measure of the
reach of his extreme politics 1s how even
social media cancellations did little to
restore “normalcy”. His instinctive and
politically astute reaction to the attack,
days before the Republican convention
where he’ll be formally nominated party presidential candidate,
should dispel any doubt of his political smarts. The first batch of
T-shirts with his raised fist and bloodied face was on sale on online
shopping platform Taobao less than three hours after the attack. He
seized the moment - a contrast with similar-aged Biden, decidedly
feeble domestically, though forceful in his support of Israel’s war.

Leave guns alone | Finally, the gun guestion. America’s the only
Western and wealthyv nation wherefirearmfatalitiesaretheleading
cause of child and teen deaths. Yet, guns are a tool, a toy, a symbol
of American “values”. Trump shooter’s AR-15, a semi-automatic
civilian version of the military M16, isunlikely to be available in the
civilian market in any other country.

There are experts suggesting the attack may see Republicans
reconsider their stance on firearms. Four presidents were assassi-
nated, several were shot at. There’s nothing to indicate that the
incident, from which Trump emerged a winner, will have any
impact on attitudes to guns. It likely only whetted appetite for more
violence. America’sextensivesecurity apparatus, taken by surprisein
Butler County, which is Trump country, has work todo,

Where’s J&K Headed?

Enhancing authority of LG in lead-up to
assembly polls sends out wrong signals

entre’smove toexpand the powersof Jammu & Kashmir's LG

is a concerning development. Through an amendment of

rules, LG hasbeen madethefinal authority onfunctioning of
All India Service cadre, police, and postings and prosecution
sanction, among other things. This is the second time this vear that
Centrehasextended its jurisdiction over how the Union Territory is
to be run. When seen in context of impending assembly elections -
to be held by Sept 30, per SCdirective - thisraises questions over the
road ahead for J&K.

Twingoalsin J&K | That insurgency-ridden UT represents aspecial

case 1s not in doubt. As the recent spurt in terror attacks in Jammu

- highlights, it needs a very efficient admini-
stration if violence is to end in the region.
But just as important is the restoration of
democratic process. The high turnout in
Valley constituencies in recent LS polls is
an indicator of what its people want.

The upcoming Assembly elections,

y the first in 10 years, represent a great

o opportunity in this regard. Expansion of

@F; “i::\;i_{ S central authority in lead-up to assembly

S5 polls has already raised apprehensions
regarding the powers of an elected govt.

Will J&K get what it had? | The step has also put a question
mark over statehood being restored to J&K, something Centre has
promised ‘at the earliest’. For, while L&G may be top authority ina UT,
a state is run by elected representatives, with Centre’s representative,
the governor, having limited powers. How would overarching central
authority work if J&K is granted statehood again?

It is now for Centre to allay apprehensions regarding its latest
move. Winning over the hearts and minds of people is very important
in astrife-tornregion. And that calls for transparency.

Many happy returns

If the shoe doesn't fit, delivery boy does a revisit
Milind Ghatwai

Many more delivery boys ring yvour bell than friends and
relatives. One moment they appear framed just outside the
doorway, the next vousee them juggling dexterously with their
paraphernalia. Youdon't offer hottea, only cold stares. Always
in a hurry, their quizzical eyes have only one question: OTP?
They don't overstay even this half-welcome. The instant vou
clear the OTP test, they are gone. They never initiate conversation but respond
to those who miss visitors out of sheer nostalgia.

The OTP warriors take on a different role when they turn up to collect returned

products. So many products are returned these days that you wonder if the
delivery boysneed anew nomenclature. Redeemers would be more appropriate
because they do even this job with equanimity, sporting the same inserutable
expression as they do while delivering a new product.

Returning or rejecting products has become a thriving subculture, Thanks

to a generous return poliey, these rejections aren't followed by bro-

{?_ﬁ.] y  ken hearts or even a broken limb. No snide remarks, no bruised

1 egos, no counter-questions. It's not even mandatory to buy a new

Bt product. Unlike credit card defaulters, there’sno fear of history cat-
chingup someday, at least not vet.

The redeemers can probably guess if' a customer is doing it for fun or
convenience, like someone ordering two pairs of shoes, selecting the one that
fits, and sending the other back with torn wrappers. They, however, have no
way of knowing if the apparel failed the test or the mirror. Do the redeemers
wish habitual offenders to be blacklisted or named and shamed in the future?
Perhaps not, because carrving a returned product isalso a duty.

Watching silently from the sidelines are elders still figuring out online
shopping. While they take note of the exchange of OTPs and products, their
mind goes back to the good old days when they walked into a shop with their
eves lowered and a prayer on their lips. Sporting a sheepish smile, they did
evervthing to keep the shopkeeper in good humour. Obvious in their pace was
an admission of how they had goofed up in the first place or how their family
forced them to return something against their wishes. The shopkeeper always
had the upper hand. Somehow, they could never play Redeemer.
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Shot That’ll Divide America More

Assassination attempt on Trump may well shred the modicum of civility that remains
in US politics. Liberal vs rightwing fights on gun control will get even nastier

Chidanand Rajghatta | tnn

A bullet from a gunman’s high-powered
rifle grazed presidential candidate
Donald Trump's ear. The former presi-
dent has survived, but metaphorically,
the bullet also nicked the nose of
American democracy, already bearing
the scars of many such murderous
assaults. The world will be all ears to
hear and see what bearing the incident
will have on the upcoming presidential
elections and whether it will offer a
magic bullet to the vexed issue of gun
control. Domestically, it will test Trump
and the Republican Party's passionately
pro-gun stance,

Four out of 46 American presidents
have been assassinated while in office -
Lincoln, Garfield, McKinley, and Kennedy:
More than half-dozen others, incumbent,
former, and putative presidents, have
survived such attempts. They include
Reagan, Ford, Truman, and Roosevelt. It
is as if American presidents are a magnet
foranassassin's bullet.

Omne would think this shouldn't happen
in a democracy because the system allows
better ways of expressing dissent, anger,
and frustration - mainly through the
ballotbox. But thefact that such attempts
appear to take place more frequently in
democracies — including in India — than
in authoritarian states is testament to
the openness of {ree societies.

American political lexicon is full of
expressionsthatspeak to its leadersand
candidates espousing their ideas in the
open — even in the age of overwhelming
social media. American politicians undertake ‘whist-
lestop’ tours ‘barnstorming’ across ‘bellwether’ states
delivering ‘stump’ speeches.

In this case, Trump wasn't exactly chugging across
the country in a train making unscheduled stops in the
countryside dotted with sheep and delivering speeches
standing on tree tfrunks by the barn - the way Teddy
Roosevelt did, giving rise to those expressions. But the
principle is the same even if he flitted around in his
private jet. He was out campaigning in the open, selling
his ideas and canvassing for votes, That’s the stuff of
democracies. The assassin took a shot at it.

Like Trump, democracy will survive. But already
anxious, it will now be fearful.

The last American president to survive a major
assassination attempt, Ronald Reagan, made light of
the attack, borrowing a line from boxer Jack Dempsey
to tell his wife Nancy Reagan, “Honey, [ forgot to duck!™
as he was wheeled into the emergency room. There he
joked to doctors, “Please tell me vou're Republicans.”
Asherecovered, surrounded by medical staff, he wrote,
“If 1 had this much attention in Hollywood, I'd have

stayed there.” To a nurse who told him to “keep up the
good work” of his recovery (from injuries more serious
than Trump’s), he quipped: “Youmean this may happen
several more times?”

But times have changed. Expect no jokes — at least
not from Trump-not that it is a joking matter. Besides,
Donald Trump isno Ronald Reagan. For all the implicit
partisanship of jokes to physicians attending to
him, Reagan was an agreeable man who embraced
bipartisanship on many issues. It was a time when
policy trumped politics. Not so now. The Trump play-
book isreplete with themes of revenge and retribution,
vengeance and vendetta,

In some ways, not that it justifies the attack, it is

Trump who channelled disenchantment into anger in
America, sometimes explicitly encouraging violence, So
the bullet, rather than unite the country, mayv well shred
the modicum of civility that remains in politics. Expecta
very angry MAGA constituency to storm out to polling
stations in Nov, particularly since the episode will again
draw attention toone of liberal America’s pet peeves-the
rampant proliferation of assault weapons. The assailant’s
said to have used a high-powered military-
styvle AR-15rifle-now thefavoured weapon
of mass shooters.

America’s love affair with guns is
evident in, among other spheres, the
number of movies with the word gun in
the title. From Top Gun to Naked Gun,
Gatling Gun to Golden Gun, Hired Gun
and Missing Gun, Hollywood has offered
paeans to the country’s unsurpassed
passion for guns. Small wonder US has less
than 5% of the world's population, but
50% of the world's civilian-owned guns.

While it has earned a reputation for
holding a gun to the world’s head, it now
appears one half of America is also
holding a gun to the other half’s head. Gun
homicide ratein USis 25 times higher than
in other high-income countries, while total
homicide rate is seven times higher. Ame-
rica itself is under the gun. None of this
seems to bother the Trump constituency,

In fact, the matter of whether the
attempt on Trump’s life will move the
needle on gun control in America will
come up right away in Milwaukee this
week when the Republican National
Convention meets to formally anoint
Trump as its nominee. Trump may be
physically injured, but he’'ll be there in
person. politically surcharged, atten-
ding the event with even more gusto now.

Trump has been one of the most gun-friendly presi-
dents in recent history. Asserting he’s “proud to be the
most pro-gun, pro-Second Amendment president yvou've
ever had in the White House,” he told the National Rifle
Association’s annual meeting last yvear that mass
shootings in America “are not a gun problem...thisisa
mental health problem. this is a social problem, thisisa
cultural problem, this isa spiritual problem.”

S0 if he rides into White House for a second term,
that now looks even more likely, expect the gun control
issue to fall on deaf ears, even if it almost cost him his
life. As for anti-gun Americans, they will have to bite
the bullet for now.

GOTJ’s Job? Find The X Factor For Factories

LS poll results have sent clear message on what voters want. But a giant manufacturing
leap is must for employment generation. Budget is a good place to begin

Gurcharan Das

3 | There were many reasons for the
: surprises in LS election results, most
: related to local issues. However, one
common thread nationally was an
undercurrent of anxiety among voters,
. especially in Hindi heartland. It
related to jobs and to a lesser extent food prices. People
were not necessarily unemploved - they were under-
emploved and aspired to better jobs.

No one seemed to address their concern during
campaigning. BJP offered a vision of a rapidly
growing economy that would become world’s third
largest, but didn't bother to relate growth to jobs.
Opposition stuck to a message of freebies, promi-
sing to fill vacancies in govt jobs. The election
has thus sent a clear, sobering message to new govt:
create quality jobs,

Missing the jobs | Since 1991, India has grown
handsomely, at almost 6% a year, lifting 400mn
people out of poverty Extreme poverty has come
down to less than 5% of population. But high growth
hasn’t created enough jobs. Why? Because India has
failed to create an industrial revolution. It has done
exceptionally well in services, but that is not the
answer for 45% of nation’s workers, whoare stuck in
agriculture.

All successful nations have developed by creating
an industrial revolution. More recently, East Asian
nations — Singapore, South Korea and Taiwan - have
become prosperous by following a simple strategy of
exporting labour-intensive manufactured products.
China is the latest example. India has failed - manu-
facturing accounts for only 15% of GDP, and India’s
share of global exports of goods is less than 2%. To fix
this has to be the new govt's single-point agenda.

Recent periodic labour surveys, including last week's
REBI report, have shown a pick-up in jobs and labour
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participation. But these surveys point to ‘self-employ-
ment’ or low-end informal jobs, at best low-productivity
jobs in construction or trade.

Naysavers will argue an industrial revolution’s time
ispastas technology will soon make human jobs obsolete;
environmentalists are terrified of climate effects of
another “industrial revolution™. Fact is technology’s
threat to jobs 1s more immediate in white-collar services
than in making shoes, toys and garments. As for the

LT W

environment, it'll mean acting more sustainably. To give
up on manufacturing would be the wrong moral choice.

Structural reformsamust | To achieve the goal, govt will
need major reforms, including the three big ones
previous govtsfailed to pull off, relating to land acquisi-
tion, labour codes, and farm laws. It'll need bringing
down power and raillway rates to competitive levels,
and judicial reform for gquick enforcement of contracts,

plus a continuous focus on ease of doing business.
Above all, it'll need education reform to deliver an
employable workforce with an apprentice programme.
This requires heavy lifting, made heavier now by
coalition compulsions and an energised opposition.
Muodi's strong suit is implementation, not persuasion; he
1sn't ‘consultative’ by nature; neither a ‘deal maker’ like
Lyndon Johnson; nor an ideological reformer like
Thatcheror Deng, who incessantly ‘sold’ the reforms. But
because he's a doer, there's a good chance of success.
It'll need a change in mindset, however. Tariffs
will have to be brought down to competitive levels.
Large firms will need to be induced to enter labour-
intensive manufacturing. Once big firms gain
market share, small and medium firms will flourish
as component suppliers. Industrial policy will have
toreward exports and jobs, instead of production, as
in the PLI scheme. Indian companies will have to
disrupt global markets with innovation, which isn’t
their strong suit. Hence, the need to bring in multi-
nationals to set up a second hub, the so-called China
+1strategy, similar to Apple in cellphones.

Time's right | Preconditions for a takeoff are better
than ever. Infra is vastly improved - road mileage
has doubled since 2011; port handling capacity has
quadrupled. India is now one market after GST. Digital
revolution has reduced friction and systemic corrup-
tion. And demographics are still in our favour for
at least a dozen yvears. Creating a labour-intensive
industrial revolution will need quick action from
multiple ministries. Empowered leadership will be key
to coordinating hundreds of actions, in mission mode,
The ethos of a new govt is set in the first 100 days.
With Budget around the corner, now is the time to act.
There'sa huge prize waiting if India manages to pull it
off. It means India too will one day catch up with Asian
tigers and achieve 2047 goal of Viksit Bharat. What
could be a bigger moral imperative than transforming
adeveloping country into a middle-class nation.
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Aristotle

Cultivating An Inner Flow Of Calmness And Serenity

Swami Sukhabodhananda

seeker 1s a conscious person;a
Apersnn whoisnotasadhak is

unconscious, and so he is still
seeking but in the wrong direction.
Everyone of us isaseeker, but aspiritual
seelker is conscious and knows what he
is seeking, while the unconscious seeker
isunawareof what he isseeking.

Anelderly lady was searching for
something under a streetlight. A passerby
noticed her and, without knowing what
she was looking for, began searching
too. Seeing these two people searching,
another person joined in to help. Soon,
10 people were searching under the
streetlight.

A young man passing by saw the
eroup and wondered, “What are thevall
searching for in such asmall area?" He
asked oneof them, “Whatare vou looking
for?” The person replied, “Tdon’t know; I

gaw them searching, soljoined in.”
Curious, the young man approached
theelderly lady and asked, “What are
yvou searching for?” Shereplied, “I'm
looking for a coin I dropped.” “Where
did youdrop it?” he asked. *In my hut,”
shesaid. Puzzled, the yvoung man asked,
“If youdropped it in vour hut, why
are you searching here?’ The
old lady answered, “Because
there's nolight in my hut.”
The Kathopanishad
says those who constantly
look outward are ultimately
led to their own downfall.
Why? “Antaratman na

yourself, Therefore, you have tolearnto
look within.

[tissaid that Buddha'senergy was
so powerful that flowers bloomed out of
season. This expression reflects his
profound influence, attracting many
voung people to become bhikshus

(monks). When Buddha addressed
gatherings, thousands would
attend.

- One day, as Buddha was
"',Fé;‘; preparing to give a sermon in
¥4 aneighbouring village,
twomen approached him,
hurling accusations. They

WE AKING TREE cursed him, saying, “You are

pashyanti” - because they
fail to look within themselves. The
search has to be within oneself, The
Biblesavs, “The kingdom of heaven is
within you.”

Inthe Gita, Krishn says, “Antah
sukham,” - happiness is within

a parasite; vouare taking
away all our voungsters,” and continued
their verbal attack. Buddha, ever
compassionate, listened patiently
After a while, Buddha gently inter-
rupted them, saying, “I must stop you
now. There aremany people waiting for

my lecture in the neighbouring village, 1
will finish the lecture and return. If yvou
wish to continue, you may do so then.
Please allow me toproceed.” Hiscalmand
loving response shocked the two men.

They asked, “Buddha, we are
cursing vou, abusing you, and tryingto
hurt yvou. Does it not affect vou?”

Buddhareplied, “If vouwanted to
hurt me, vou should have met me 10
yvearsago. I am so centred now, Your
words may be like a firebrand, but the
fire is extinguished when thrown intoa
river. Similarly, when yvour words touch
my heart, there isariver of coolness
and peace within me, extinguishing
their fire. To hurt me, vou should have
met me 10 years ago, not now.”

The story concludes with those two
men becoming Buddha's disciples.
Swamiji’s Guru Poornima Online Utsauv
will be held from July 17-21. For details
contact: 99017 77003/ 85135 60108
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Mutual Fund investments are subject
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Exports positive in
Q1 amid global
challenges: Goyal

New Delhi: India's exports
have recorded healthy growth in
May and remained in the
positive zone in June and the
first quarter of the current fiscal
despite global challenges,
commerce and industry
minister Piyush Goyal has said.
He added that growth in the
services sector is helping the
country's outbound shipments
to register positive growth rates,
“In May, exports were positive,
the figure for June is also
positive, The first quarter is also
in the positive territory,” he said.
India's merchandise exports
rose 9.1% to $38.1 billion in
May. acencies

crazy bosses

WE'RE LOOKING FOR
AN ACCOUNTANT WHO
CAN USE CHATGPT

CREATIVELY.

FPIs invest 15k cr in
first 2 weeks of July

New Delhi: Foreign investors
infused Rs 15,352 crore into Indian
equities during the first half of
July, driven by govt’s commitment
to ongoing reforms, low US
Federal rates, and strong
domestic demand. acencies

India-Korea FTA
meeting from July 17

New Delhi: With talks to
upgrade the existing India-Korea
FTA moving forward, senior
officials of both countries will
hold the next round of
negotiations from Wednesday in
Seoul, an official said. acencies

Plea to keep 45-day
MSME payment rule

New Delhi: Industry hody
SME Chamber of India has
urged finance minister
Mirmala Sitharaman to
continue the 45-day MSME
payment rule for corporates
and other buyers. acencies

figure it out

32.5%

of working age Muslims are
part of labour force in India.
This is the lowest labour force
participation rate among 4 major
religions in India

‘Covid job surge led by agri, Increasing TDS/TCS
 health, construction: RBI

Agri, Allied Services Saw Rise Of 18.5Mn In Employment

El
L)

Surojit Gupta & Sidhartha [ n

New Delhi: The increase in
employment in the pande-
mic year (2020-21) was led by
agriculture and allied activi-
ties, construction, health
and social welfare, an analy-
sis of the data released by
RBIhas shown.

RBI's report, which mea-
sures productivity across 27
sectors, has triggered an in-
tensedebate after itshoweda
spurt in employment in 2020-
21 when the pandemic had
wreaked havoc, leading to
sharp contraction in GDP
and devastation across sec-
tors, such as manufacturing
and services.

Data in the report, relea-
sed last week, showed agri-
culture and allied services
witnessed an increase of
18.5 million in employment,
while construction added
4.8 million during this pe-
riod. Official sources =said
the numbers also tallied
with the real gross value ad-
ded (GVA) — a measure of
economic activity — in the
farm sector which expan-
ded 4%, while overall GVA
fellby4.1%.

Omn Saturday, PM Narend-
ra Modi cited the report and
gaid 80 million new jobs were
created duringthelastthree-
four yvears and argued that
this had silenced those spre-
ading false narratives about
jobs not being created.

The KLEMS database,
which is compiled by RBI
using multiple data sources,
showed that a large part of
the employment in the farm
and allied sector could be at-
tributed to self employment

COVID YEAR JOBS: THE BEST & THE WORST

Data for y-o-y change in 2020-21
- Absolute
Gainers LY * change
Health & social work 19.1— 13 [akh
Basic metals 5.7 lakh
Agriculture - 1.8 crore
Food & beverages 1.9 — 7.7 lakh
Electricity 19— - 1.9 lakh
Construction 1.7 . 45 [akh
T
* Losers BT T i MT
9.6 Coal, refined petroleum ————— -26,000
Rubber & plastics -96,000
Education———— . =i} lakh
Electrical equipment —————— -2.2 lakh
Post & telecom —————— e [0
Source: RBI KELEMS database

as people rushed back to the-
ir villages, following the na-

tionwide lockdown in
March-end, 2020.
As demand for health du-

ring the pandemic vear shot
up, health and social work
employment rose by 1.3 mil-
lion, while the emplovment
growth in the contact-inten-
sive manufacturing was
about 1 million. In contrast,
education saw the steepest
decline with a 1.2 million
contraction.

During 2021-22, employ-
ment in the manufacturing
sector grew 4.1 million, pro-
bably after economic activi-
tv started the recovery, with
textiles, leather and footwe-
ar, basic metals and fabrica-
ted metal products not-
ching up gains. Contact in-
tensive sectors, such as ho-
tels and restaurants, added

0.6 million while business
services saw 2.2 million ad-
dition toemployment.

KLEMS data follows glo-
bally accepted principles
forestimating input, output
and productivity and is re-
cognised for being a consis-
tent and reliable source, of-
ficials said.

Ananalysisof datarele-
ased by RBI on Tuesday
showed that 3.1 crore wor-
kers were added in 2020-21
and 1.2 crore were added in
2021-22 and after the recove-
v, 1.9 crore were added in
2022-23, Before Covid
struck, in 2019-20, 4.2 crore
workers were added.

“The increase is mainly
inagricultureand agricultu-
re hastoomany people, and it
has increased further. It goes
against the 30-year trend of
declining employment in ag-

“TCS plans to hire 40,000
freshers this financial year

Veena.Mani@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: AstheIT sector
undergoes significant trans-
formations, India continues
to be the go-todestination for
talent, adapting to the tecto-
nic shifts shaping the sector.

In the June quarter, TCS
added 5,452 employees,
bringing the total headco-
unt to 606,998, The company
plans to hire around 40,000
freshers in the current fi-
nancial year, similar to the
previous one.

“The diversity of skills
that are required, talent av-
ailable in other markets, ge-
opolitical challenges in cer-
tain geographies, and if vou
look at all of these, India is
the destination for talent,
and that is not going to
change in the near future,”
said TCS CHRO Milind Lak-
kad. He highlighted the
company's efforts in brid-
ging the gap between acade-

mia and industry reguire-
ments through reskilling
and upskilling initiatives,
which are difficult to repli-
cate on such a large scale. “I
am very confident about a

I do not see any reduction in
the workforce because of
this technology. We talked
about reduction in workfor-
ce when other technologies
came in the past, but that ne-

past, but that never happened
— Milind Lakkad | cHro, Tcs

GenAl is changing the nature of jobs, copilots
are coming, and employees are adapting to it.
| do not see any reduction in the workforce because
of this technology. We talked about reduction in
workforce when other technologies came in the

positive way forward for In-
dian talent, enabling us to
achieve much more than
what we havedonesofar,”
Lakkad dismissed con-
cerns about GenAl leading
to a reduction in the work-
force, stating that while
technology 18 changing the
nature of jobs, emplovees
are adapting to it. “GenAl is
changing the nature of jobs,
copllots are coming, and
employees are adapting to it.

ver happened,” he added.

TCS has rolled incre-
ments ranging from 4.5% to
7%, with high performers
receiving 10-12%. The com-
pany's Elevate Runway pro-
gramme isaimed atdriving
employees to the next level
of competency, with ju-
niors receiving double the-
ir compensation. Lakkad
emphasised the importan-
ce of linking learning with
career growth.

riculture and this could be
the reason for the spike du-
ring Covid vears,” said Pro-
nab Sen, the country’s for-
mer chief statistician. He sa-
id it was largely led by wo-
men and also those who had
gone back to their villages to
work in farms, adding that
the increase has been largely
in agriculture and casual la-
bour, which should not be re-
ad asaddition to jobs.

Several data points and
research have shown that
there were significant job
losses in the aftermath of the
pandemic. Large sectors of
the economy were hurt and
small businesses were shut-
tered prompting people tore-
turn to their homes in diffe-
rent cities and villages.

The sharp impact of the
pandemic had dragged
down growth with a record
contraction of 23.1% in the
first quarter of 2020-21 and
5.8% in the second quarter
of thesame fiscal vear. Ove-
rall growth for FY21 cont-
racted 5.8% but since then
has recovered to post ro-
bust expansion.

RBI's report had shown
that India added nearly 4.7
crore jobs in FY24, higher
than several other estimates
and employment growth ra-
te was estimated at 8% In
2023-24, higher than the 3.2%
recorded in 2022-23. The re-
port measures industry pro-
ductivity and employment.

This is the first time that
RBlIhastried toextrapolatea
provisional estimate of pro-
ductivity for FY24, using av-
ailable numbers, triggering
a sharp debate over the state
of jobs in the country.

Claim arising

from GenAl
covered: TCS

Tinmes News NETWORK

Bengaluru: TCS CFO Samir
Seksaria stated that the com-
pany isadequately covered for
any risks and liabilities that
might emerge from projects
deployed leveraging GenAl

“Given 1fs initial stage,
GenAl is not increasing the
overall risk materiality from
that perspective. We have ade-
quate cover both from an er-
rors and omissions (insuran-
ce)perspectiveand a D& (di-
rectors and officers insuran-
ce policy), as well as from
asset coverage too. Structu-
rally, these are risks that are
taken care of by the project
management team, and our
legal team 1s involved in loo-
kingat what theexposures co-
uld be, and we continue to mi-
tigate them. Insurance is just
a fallback to it,” he said. Er-
rors & omission insurance
protects businesses and their
employvees from negligent ac-
tions from clients.

HCLTech looks at 5% revenue growth in FY25

OPTIMISTIC ON UPCOMING QUARTERS

Times NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: HCLTech rema-
ins optimistic about achie-
ving its revenue growth of
3% to 5% for FY25, despite
the absence of a significant
increase in discretionary
spending and some uncerta-
inties surrounding the ti-
ming and nature of the anti-
cipated recovery.
“Traditionally, the June
quarter is soft for us, and re-
venue picks up after that. The
same trajectory will follow
this yvear too,” C Vijavaku-
mar, CEO of HCLTech, said.
The company saw a 1.6% se-
quential decline in revenue

» HCLTech management confident

of meeting growth forecast

» Revenue in this quarter was affected

“ Traditionally,
June quarter

is soft for us, and the

by the divestment of its stake in wp -l-[i:"él_ revenue picks up after

State Street HCL Services

» HCLTech's headcount dropped N

by 8,000 in the June quarter

» Not made any decision regarding
annual increment for current financial

year: HCLTech

that. The same
trajectory will
follow this

year too

C Vijayakumar | ceo, HELTECH

in constant currency during
the June gquarter.

The management expres-
sed confidence in meeting its
orowth forecast, even though
revenue was affected by the
divestment of itsstake in Sta-

te Street HCL Services —ajo-
int venture between the glo-
bal financial services firm
and HCL UK. State Street ac-
guireda49% stakeinthejoint
venture for $170 million, con-
solidating its operations In

India. HCLTech believes that
bringing the State Street HCL
Services capabilities in-hou-
se will streamline the model,
enabling faster decision-ma-
king and providing a more ef-
fective and efficient experi-
ence for its clients. After ma-
king a net addition in the
March quarter, HCLTech's
headcount dropped by 8,000
inthe June quarter, of which,
7,398 were due to the State
Street divestment.

The company has set a
margin guidance of 18% to
19% for the current financial
year, mirroring previous ve-
ar's figures. Vijayakumar
acknowledged the presence

of headwinds in the financial
services sector, which are ex-
pected to continue in the Sept
quarter as well. Clients in
this sector are increasingly
focusing on  efficiency-led
programs, while discretiona-
ry spending remains a chal-
lenge. Despite that, HCLTech
has observed some revenue
from GenAl projects, as com-
panies are increasingly adop-
ting this technology across
various initiatives.

Regarding annual incre-
ments, HCLTech said that it
1s still evaluating the mat-
ter and has not made any de-
cision for the current finan-
cial yvear.

entries irk taxpayers

 Such Levies Get Close To Half Century
~ Mark, Multiple Rates Complicate Matters

Sidhartha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: It's something
that the taxman loves but bu-
sinesses and individuals of-
ten find cumbersome. With
finance ministers routinely
adding transactions requi-
ring tax deduction at source
(TDS) or tax collected at so-
urce (TCS), the number of
eniries requiring TDS or
TCS is now close to the half
century mark.

While there isa complian-
ce burden —as it requires de-
positing the money after fil-
lingupachallan —thereisal-
s0 a cost involved as busines-
ges and individuals have to
set aside funds, often from
the start of the financial vear
(if the transactionisin April)
to the next financial vear (till
the department completes
the assessment of returns).
Often the rate can be as high
as 20% as is the case with
overseas tour packages and
certain overseas remittances
or even 30% for income from
securitisation of trusts.

What complicates mat-
ters is the multiple rates —
from0.1% to1%,5%,10% and
so on. Besides, those with a
PAN have a different rate
fromthose whodon't.

Tax experts said in seve-
ralcases, theTDSor TCS pro-
visions were introduced at a
time when data on several
transactions was not avai-
lable, which is now accessed
by authorities due to Annual
Information Returns and
the Annual Information Sta-
tement requirements. Besi-

throw up data, which helps
them track evasion. Besides,
they argued that higher ra-
tes of deduction or collec-
tion, actually encourage tax-
payers tofile returns andcla-
im refunds. “We have seen in
the past that several car buy-
ers would go for TCS but did
not file returns. If the rate is

COST AND COMPLIANCE BURDEN

> Apart from compliance
burden, there is a cost
involved as businesses and
individuals need to set
aside funds

> “It's a cost for
business and things can
be streamlined by having
lower and fewer rates of

56

TDS and TCS,” says a tax
consultant

» Tax authorities say TDS
and TCS data assists
them to track evasion

» Higher rates of
deduction or collection
push taxpayers to file returns
and claim refunds, they add

des, GST has helped the tax
department access a large
database, which is often tap-
ped by authorities to nudge
taxpavers to pay up.

“It is a cost for business
and things can be streamli-
ned by having lower rates
and fewer rates of TDS and
TCS,"atax consultant witha
leading firm said.

Tax authorities have a
completely different take, ar-
guing that TDS and TCS

high, it automatically forces
them to file returns, helping
the department get reve-
nue,” asenior officer said.

In 2017, when PM Narend-
ra Modiaddressed tax officers,
he had not only set a target of
having 10 crore assesses —the-
rearearound8croredirect tax
returns — but also suggested
that there was a need to collect
more revenue from scrutiny
of returns, which at that time
generated 8%.

* Kotak Bank CEO admits to
inadequate tech investments

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Kotak Bank MD &

CEO Ashok Vaswani
has admitted that in-
vestments in techno-
logy were inadequa-
te, sayving it will be
ramped up. He also sa-
id that the bank is ful- :
ly aligned with the regulator.

In a letter to sharehol-

ders, Vaswani said, “We had
significantly stepped up re-
sources and investments in
technology. However,

ve more todo.”

RBI had pulled up
Kotak Bank and placed
businessrestrictionsaf-
terfinding that its I'T sy-
stems were not up tothe mark.

Vaswanisaid, “the regula-

itisevident that we ha-

tor wants us to take care of
ourcustomersanddothatina
prudent manner... That is ex-
actly what the management
team seeks todo. Hence, there
is no ray of light between the
regulators and the team.”
Kotak Bank had a disag-
reement with RBI when the
regulator refused to accept
the issuance of preference
shares asdilution of capital.

TOI

Invest In Stocks Of
Particular Theme
With Sectoral Funds

ectoral and thematic funds is an equity mutual

fund category that received the highest inflows of
770,000 crore in the past year. It is now the second-
largest category in the equity mutual fund space after

flexicap funds.

What Are Thematic Funds?

Thematic funds are a category of MFs that invest at least 80% of

their total assets in stocks of a

theme. Some of the popular

themes with investors and launched by fund houses in the recent past
are manufacturing, real estate, tourism, energy and automotive, BFSI,

and PSU funds. For example, the manufacturing fund is a thematic fund

that predominantly invests in a diversified portfolio of sectors like auto
and auto ancillaries, capital goods, healthcare, chemicals, oil and gas

and consumable fuels.

4> Invesco Mutual Fund

An investor education and
awareness initiative

For Know Your Customer (KYC) guidelines along with the documentary
requirements and procedure for change of address, phone number, bank
details, etc., please visit the Education and Guidance section on
www.invescomutualfund.com. Investor should deal with anly SEBI registered
Mutual Funds, details of which can be verified under “Intermediaries/Market
Infrastructure Institutions” on https://www.sebi.gov.infindex.html. For any
grievance [ complaint, please call us on 1800-208-0007 or write to us at
mfservices@invesco.com. Alternatively, complaints can be registered on the
SEBI SCORES Portal at https://scores.gov.in

Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks,
read all scheme related documents carefully.

Who Should Consider A Thematic Fund?

Wealth managers suggest investors build their core portfolio

with diversified equity mutual funds and allocate a small satellite
portion to thematic funds. They believe first-time investors should
avoid thematic funds and start with diversified equity funds. Once
your core portfolio is built and you are looking to generate alpha
in portfolios and understand the risks associated with it, you could
opt for a sectoral fund.

How Can Money
Be Deployed?

Like any equity-oriented
scheme, investors can make
lump sum and systematic
investments in these
schemes, If investors believe
certain events unfolding
over a year will help the
theme, they could use a
staggered approach, while if
they feel the theme can
perform anytime, they can
opt for a one-time
investment.

What Risk Do
They Carry?

Thematic and sectoral funds
carry higher risks than
diversified equity funds.
Since they invest in a narrow
range of stocks, they have a
higher concentration risk. If
you invest at a time when
the economy works in
favour of the underlying
companies, then these
schemes could give you high
returns. However, any
sudden adverse
developments in the
economy could impact
companies in the portfolio
leading to a loss in the near
term. Often, themes may
take longer to play out due
to certain conditions while
the broader market may
continue to move up, leading
to underperformance for a
longer time.
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@& Violence such as this

has no place in our nation.
We must all condemn this
abhorrent act and do our part
to ensure that it does not
lead to more violence

—Kamala Harris, VP

Trump is escorted off the stage

There is
absolutely no place
for political violence
in our democracy... We
should all be relieved
that former President
Trump wasn't seriously
hurt, and use this moment to
recommit ourselves
to civility and respect in
our politics

e#Shooting is a logical consequence
of repeatedly comparing the former
president to Adoif Hitler. After all,
if Trump truly was another Hitler,
wouldn't it be their moral duty
to assassinate him?
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Last time

America had a
candidate this tough
was Theodore
Roosevelt —
Elon Musk

&8 Today is not just some
isolated incident. The
central premise of the
Biden campaign is that
President Donald Trump
is an authoritarian fascist
who must be stopped at
all costs, That rhetoric
led directly to President
Trump's attempted
assassination

—Senator
J D Vance, a

—Barack Obama,
ex-prez

—Tulsi Gabbard, Democratic
ex-congresswoman

Witness Claims He Saw Shooter, Informed Officer: Probe On To Find How Gunman Got So Cl

to figure out how a gunman
armed with an AR-style rifle
was able to get close enough to sho-
ot and injure former Prez Donald
Trump at a rally Saturday in Penn-
sylvania, a monumental failure of
oneof the agency's core duties,
The gunman, who was killed by
Secret Service person-
nel, fired multiple shots
at the stage from an “ele-
vated position outside
of the rally venue”, the
agency said. An AP ana-
lvsis of more than a do-
zen videos and photos,
as well as satellite im-
agery, shows the shoo-
ter was able to get asto-
nishingly close to the
stage where the ex-prez
was speaking. A video
posted to social media
and geolocated by the AP shows the
body of a man wearing gray cam-
ouflage lving motionless on the ro-
of of a manufacturing plant just
north of Butler Farm Show grou-

r l The US Secret Service is trying

DONALD

nds, where Trump’s rally was held.
The roof was less than 150 met-
res from where Trump was speaki-
ng, a distance from which a decent
marksman could reasonably hit a
human-sized target. For reference,
1all metres isadistance at which US
army recruits must hita human-si-
zed silhouette to qualify with the
M6 assault rifle in ba-
sic fraining. The AR-
styvle rifle used bv the
shooter is the semiauto-
matic civilian version
of the military MI16.
The FBI on Sunday

as Thomas Matthew
Crooks, 20, FBI special
agent in charge Kevin
Rojek said it was “sur-
prising” that the gun-
man was able to fire at
the stage before he was
killed. The FBI said it will lead the
probe into the shooting, working
with the Secret Service and local
and state law enforcement.

Two witnesses at the rally clai-

identified the shooter

med to have seen the shooter, with
one saying he saw the gunman ap-
parently scouting for a perfect pe-
rch to shoot at the former US prez.
According to attendee Ben Macer,
he “saw the guy move from roof to
roof”, CBS News reported. Macer
said he told an officer that the shoo-
ter was on the roof, approximately
“200to 250 yards” away from where
Trump was addressing. “When I
turned around togoback towhere [
was, it was when the gunshots star-
ted, and then it was just chaos”™.
Butler resident Ryan Knight,
another witness along the fence 1i-
ne, also said he saw the suspected
shooter atop the American Glass
Research building, the CBS report
said. “My main thought i1s why
wasn't the Secret Service on top of
AGR? That'’s a very big vantage po-
int to shoot at the president. How
did that get missed?” Knight asked.
Calls for an investigation came
from all sides. James Comer, a Re-
publican who is the House Oversi-
ght Committee chairman, said he
has called on Secret Service direc-

AFP

Injured Trump is escorted away from the rally by Secret Service agents in Butler

tor Kimberly Cheatle to appear for
a hearing. Some even called for
Cheatle’s resignation. Rep Ritchie
Torres, a New York Democrat, cal-
led for investigating “security fai-
lures”, US secretary of homeland
security Alejandro Mavorkas said
his department and the Secret Ser-
vice are working with law enforce-
ment to probe the shooting. Main-
taining the security of prez candi-

dates is one of the department’s
“most vital priorities”, he said.

The Secret Service, meanwhi-
le, denied accusations by some
Trump supporters that it had re-
jected campaign requests for ad-
ditional security. “In fact, recent-
ly the Secret Service added protec-
tive resources and capabilities to
the former prez’s security detail,”
a spokesperson said. arapTi

possible Trump
running mate

Secret Service Had One Job. Did It Fail Its Duty?

CLOSE SHAVE

Theodore Roosevelt gave a
speech with a bullet in his
chest at a comeback event

D onald Trump is not the first form-
er prez to survive an assassinati-
on attempt while trying to reclaim his
old office. More than a century ago,
Theodore Roosevelt was shot just be-
fore he was scheduled to go onstage
ata campaign event — and went ah-
ead to give his speech anyway with a
bullet in his chest. On Oct 14,1912,
Roosevelt was in Milwaukee, As he le-
ft his hotel to head to a nighttime eve-
nt, aman named John Schrank appro-
ached and opened fire with a Colt re-
volver. Several mentackled Schrank.
Roosevelt, 53, was saved by a metal
eyeglasses case and the fat text of his
speech, 50 pages folded over so that it
was 100 pages thick, in his pocket. But
the bullet, even slowed down, still pe
netrated his chest and he found blood
on his hand when he searched for and
found a dime-sized wound. Allies wa-
nted to take Roosevelt to the hospital,
but he insisted on delivering his
address first. And thus followed one
ofthe most extraordinary speeches

in presidential campaign history. nyr

Law enforcement recovered an AR-
style rifle at the scene. Bomb-making ma-
terials were also found inside Crooks’ ve-
hicle near the rally and at his home, acec-
ordingtotwoofficials who werenot autho-
rised to speak publicly. An FBI official sa-
id Saturday that a motive had not yet been
determined. Public court records in Penn-
sylvania show no past criminal cases.

Investigators believe the weapon Cro-
oksused was purchased by hisfatherat le-
ast six months ago, the officials said. His
father, Matthew Crooks, told CNN he was
trying to figure out “what the hell is going

n" butwouldn't speak about hissonuntil
after he talked to law enforcement.

Records show Crooks was registered
as a Republican voter, but federal campa-
ignfinancereports alsoshow thatageof 17
he gave 815 to ActBlue, a political action
committee that raises money for left-lea-
ning and Demoecratic politicians, on Jan.
20, 2021, the day Prez Biden was sworn into
office. Both Republicans and Democrats
will be looking for evidence of Crooks’ po-
litical affiliation as they seek to cast the ri-

Donald

A ‘Republican’ who donated $I5 to
Dems on day Blden was Sworn m

Washington: Thomas Matthew Crooks,
the 20-yvear-old gunman who attempted
to assassinate former prez
Trump at a rally in Pennsyvlvania, lived
in relatively affluent suburb Bethel Park
in the hills south of Pittsburgh, about an
hour’s drive from the site of the rally,

—_— o e Y 4!

A video published by TMZ showed the assailant
on his belly on a sloping rooftop and aiming a rifle

‘A hero’: Ex-fire chief died
trying to protect his family

ennsylvania governor Josh Shapiroon

Sunday identified the rallygoer who
was killed as Corey Comperatore, a former
fire chief from the area, and said he “dieda
hero”. “His wife shared with me that he
dove on his family to protect them,” he
said. He declined to discuss the condition
of two others who were wounded. ap

From Teddy Roosevelt to Trump:
Story of assassination survivors

Chidanand Rajghatta | Tn

Washington: US political pun-
ditsand presidential historians
are already handing the 2024
elections to Donald Trump, sug-
gesting the attempt on his life
willuncork a wave of sympathy
and admiration for the survi-
vor and power him back into
the White House.

Well-known  presidential
chronicler Douglas Brinkley is
among those predicting a Tr-
ump surge because “there's so-
mething in the American spirit
that likes seeing fortitude and
courage under pressure and
the fact that Trump held hisfist
up high will become a new sym-
bol.” “By surviving an attemp-
ted assassination, you becomea
martyr, because you get a gro-
undeweﬂ of public sympathy”
Brinkley told the Washington
Post, which said: “Trump is of
ten most comfortable — and
most effective — when playving
both martyrand victim, and Sa-
turday’s shooting naturally th-
rusts him back into that role.”

Within hours of the assassi-
nation attempt, Trump attrac-
ted a surge of support from se-
veral eminences grises. T fully

Kathmandu: K P Sharma Oli,
CPN-UML chairman and seen
as a pro-China leader, was ap-
pointed Nepal's PM forafourth
termon Sunday tolead the new
coalition govt that faces the da-
unting challenge of providing
political stability in the Hima-
lavan nation. Oli, 72, succeeds
Pushpa Kamal Dahal Prachan-
da who lost the vote of confi-
dence in the House of Repre-
sentatives on Friday, leadingto
the formation of the new govt
process as per the constitution.

A statement by Prez Ram
Chandra Paudel’s office said
Oli will take oath of office Mon-

Oli, a *pro-China leader’, appointed Nepal’s new PM

@& We do not believe

@8 |t is a tragedy for our
democracies. France shares
the shock and indignation of
the American people
—EMMANUEL MACRON, FRANCE PREZ

‘TRAGEDY FOR OUR DEMOCRACIES’

@® The attack on Trump is despicable

that the attempt to — OLAF SCHOLZ, GERMAN CHANCELLOR SCHOLZ
assassinate Trump @6 Such violence 1

was organised by the  has no justification ®® Political
current authorities.  and no place violence in any
But the atmosphere  anywhere in the form has no place
provoked what world. Never In our societies...
America is should violence my thoughts are
confrontingtoday ~ prevail with all the

— KREMLIN SPOKESMAN — VOLODYMYR ZELENSKY, victims

DMITRY PESKOV UKRAINIAN PRESIDENT = KEIR STARMER, UK PM

&6 The scenariois like a
photocopy... attack on
Donald Trump and the one |
suffered in May

= ROBERT RICO; SLOVAKIA PM

endorse President Trump and
hope for his rapid recovery”
tweeted Elon Musk of Tesla
and X, adding, “Last time Ame-
rica had a candidate this tough
was Theodore Roosevelt.,” Roo-
sevelt famously survived an as-
sassination attempt In 1912,
when, like Trump, he was see-
kingtoreturntothepresidency:

Shot in the chest while cam-
paigning in Milwaukee (where
Trump is headed to on Monday
for the Republican National Co-
nvention), Roosevelt continued

speaking, saving, “lt takes more
than a bullet to kill a Bull Moo-
se.” He eventually lost the 1912
election to Woodrow Wilson.

Not evervone saw a likeness
of Roosevelt in Trump. Some
critics pointed to George Walla-
ce, a racist segregationist from
Alabama who also lost despite
surviving an assassination bid.
Gerald Ford also survived two
assassination bids and still lost.

But then, 2024 isnot 1912. No
photos or images exist of Roo-
sevelt being shot.

val party asrepresenting extremism.
Crooks appears to have graduated in
2022 from Bethel Park High School, which
has about 1,400 students, and received a
$500 “star award” that vear from National
Math and Science Initiative. In a video of
the graduation ceremony; Crooks, a slend-
er young man with glasses, can be seen cr-
ossingthestage tomodest applause. nytaap

Biden: No place in
US for this kind of
uiel_ence, it’s sick

ours after being shot at,
Donald Trump said, “We
will FEAR NOT, but inst-
ead remain resilient in our fai-
th and defiant in the face of wi-
ckedness. In this moment, it is
more important than ever that
we stand united, and show our
true character as Americans,
remaining strong and determai-
ned, and not allowing evil to w-
in. I truly love our country, and
love vou all, and look forward to
speaking to our great nation
this week from Wisconsin.”
The assassination attempt
drew universal condemnation
from all sides of the political
spectrum in America and be-
vond, with Prez Biden calling it
“sick” and phoning Trump to
inquire about his wellbeing.
“There's no place in America
for this kind of violence, it's
sick. It's sick. It's one of the rea-
sons why we have to unite this
country We cannot allow for
this to be happening. Wecannot
be like this,” Biden said. Orde-
ring an independent review in-
to the incident, Biden said, “1
urge everyone, everyone please
don’t make assumptions about
his motive or affiliations.”

Location of
suspected
gunman’s

........
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Robert F Kennedy | A US presidential candidate, he
was assassinated in 1968 at the age of 42 by a gunman
in the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles

E KSR X

Before Saturday, there had been at
least 15 direct assaults on presidents,
presidents-elect & prez candidates,
and 5 of them resulted in deaths

3 Were Wounded But Survived,

While In Office Or Afterwards

Donald Trump | Bullet grazes his ear, which was
bleeding, but fine otherwise

Ronald Reagan | Shot in 1981 outside the Hilton
Hotel in Washington, was wounded when one of
the bullets ricocheted off a limousine and struck

Gerald Ford | Survived two attempts on his life in
less than three weeks in 1975 without being hurt

Theodore Roosevelt | Was shot in chest in 1912
while campaigning in Milwaukee and survived

Abraham James GaI'ﬁEId John F KE“I’IE‘[I.}I’ him under the |eft arm;}it
Lincoln | | Shot in 1881 in McKinley | | Lee Harvey

Killed in 1865 Washington at a Assassinated  Oswald shot him

by John Wilkes  train station, died in 1901 byan  in 1963 in Dallas,

Booth at Ford's  of his wounds anarchist Texas, as the

Theatre in two and a half in Buffalo, president rode

Washington months later New York in @ motorcade

Alabama governor George C Wallace
| Shot in 1982 and became paralysed from
the waist down

Source: NYT & Reuters

Blame game among Dems, Republicans after shooting

1st US assassination bid in social media era

t was the first attempted assassination of a current or former US

prez inthe era of social media, and the eenseireee theories,
finger-pointing and campaign gamesmanship moved at the speed of
the internet, far faster than the actual facts of what transpired at
former prez Donald Trump's campaign rally. In the era of memes, X
posts, Truths, Threads and TikTok, introspection was never going to
be the dominant mood. A picture of Trump, fist aloft, American flag
fluttering overhead, became iconic in an instant. Within minutes of
the first images of Trump grabbing his wounded ear Saturday, voices
onthe left were calling it staged. Arch conspiracy theories came from
the far-right who suggested that the Secret Service was somehow in
onitthrough the “Deep State Intel Community™. X posters and inte-
rnet sleuths even named the shooter — incorrectly. The manwas in
fact a soccer journalist in Italy. Among younger social media users,an
image of Trump's face photoshopped into a portrait of Vincent van
Gogh with a bandaged, partly amputated ear was widely shared. nyr

Chidanand Rajghatta | Tnn

Washington: Blame game and
politicking began within minu-
tesof theattempt toassassinate
former prez Donald Trump.
Hardline Trump Republicans
and Democrats traded charges,
accusing the other side of crea-
ting theatmosphere that trigge-
red the attempted assassina-
tion. Trump supporters fe-
rreted out a statement by Prez
Joe Biden in which he said “it's
time to put Trump in a bullse-
ve”, to make the explosive cla-
im that it was a deliberate at-
tempt to eliminate their leader:.

“I have one job and that's to
beat Donald Trump. We'redone
talking about the (June 27) de-
bate, It's time to put Trump in
the bullseve. He's gotten away
with doing nothing for the last
10 days except ride around in
his golf cart, bragging about sc-
ores he didn't score...The fact
15, he's not answering questi-

Bill to retain

ons,”’ Biden was reported to ha-
vesaid inaphone call todonors.

Trump acolytes, some of
them auditioning to be his run-
ning mate, suggested such sta-
tements engendered the at-
tempt on his life. South Caroli-
na senator Tim Scott, a Trump
ally shared a similar sentime-

nt, sayving, “Let's be clear: This
Wwas an assassination attempt
aided and abetted by the radical
Leftand corporate media inces-
santly callingTrumpa threat to
democracy, fascists, or worse,”
On their part, Democrat su-
pportersviewed the incident th-
rough their own lens of suspici-

on, oneof them sayving, “I'mnot
one for conspiracy theories, but
vou don't just stand around and
fist pump when there’s an acti-
ve shooter:” The fact that the as-
sailant carried an AR-15 semi-
automatic rifle, a weapon of
choice lately for mass shooters
in America, outraged gun cont-
rol activists. “As we process this
news about Donald Trump's as-
sassination attempt, remember
the shooter didn't act alone. He
was assisted by 220 Republican
House members, 49 senators,
and the National Rifle Associa-
tion who have consistently
blocked gun safety” wrote one
on social media. Others pointed
outto Trump's own sneering di-
smissal of the attempt on the li-
fe of then House speaker Nancy
Pelosi’s husband and his impli-
cit threat of violence during the
election campaign, including
suggesting there would be a blo-
odbath if his side perceived the
outcome as being unfair.

STEM grads in US introduced in House

day First elected as PM in 2015,
he wasre-elected in 2018 and th-
en reappointed briefly in 2021.
Oli became the PM with
the support of Nepali Cong-
ress, the largest party
in the parliament. On
Friday, Oli staked his
claim to become the
next PM with the back-
ing of NC president
Sher Bahadur Deuba
and submitted the signatures
of 165 House of Representati-
ves members — 77 from his
Communist Party of Nepal-
Unified Marxist Leninist
(CPN-UML)party and 88 from

Nepali Congress.

His predecessor and CPN-
Maoist Centre chairman Pra-
chanda was forced to step
down barely 18 months after
taking office after Oli's
party withdrew its sup-
port. Oli instead forged
a seven-point deal with
yi= the former five-time

| PM Deuba, 78. The two
leaders agreed that the
remaining term of the parlia-
ment would be shared betwe-
en them in turns. In the first
phase, Oli will be the PM for 18
months. Nepal's next general
elections are due in 2027.

Oli’s biggest challenge as
PM will be balancing Nepal's
ties with its giant neighbours
Indiaand China. In the past, he
has reached out to China and
stoked populist rhetoric aga-
inst India. Relations soured
with India when Oliendorseda
political map in 2020 depicting
disputed territories as Nepali.

Since 2008, when the erstw-
hile monarchy was formally
abolished and Nepal adopted
an interim constitution, it has
had13different govts with Dah-
al, Deuba, and Oli serving mul-
tiple terms as prime minister
akin toa musical chair. rri&arp

Lubna.Kably
@timesofindia.com

man Shri Thanedar has in-

troduced a bill that proposes
reforms to the H-1B visa proce-
55 and raises the number of av-
ailable visas each year to enab-
le STEM graduates to continue
to stay and work in the US.

While the bill — ‘Keep
STEM Graduates in America
Act’— has sparked off convers-
ation among the Indian diasp-
ora, the general feeling is that
this bill will not see the light of
the day just like other similar

Indien-ﬁmerieen Congress-

bills. The only ray of hope isUS
prez nominee Donald Trump's
recent statement in an intervi-
ew that he favoured giving gre-
en cards to all foreign gradua-
tes of US warsities. “Perhaps,
thepolitical climate has thawed
in favour of retaining the best
and brightest. A favourable le-
gislation that would enable
STEM students to stay and
work in the US could at least co-
me up for voting in the House
and Senate,” said a US attorney,

Trumpin his interview said
the mechanism of automatic
green cards was needed to prev-
ent bright students from retur-

ning to their home nations, like
India and China, where they be-
come multibillionaires. His
campaign office, however, hur-
riedly issued a statement about
an aggressive vetting process.
At present, H-1B visas are
the most popular and feasible
route for high-skilled foreign
nationals, including newly qu-
alified STEM graduates from
US universities, to work in the
S, Indians face a waiting pe-
riod of several decades before
being able to obtain an employ-
ment based green card. The an-
nual quota for H-1B cap visas is
85,000 (which includes 20,000 vi-

sas that are allotted under the
Masters’ cap for those benefici-
aries having advanced degrees
from US universities). The de-
mand far outstrips the supply.
Thanedar said, “By expan-
ding the availability of H-1B vi-
sas and making the process to
obtain one simpler, we take an
important and tangible step to-
wards a future where those stu-
dents with the most potential to
innovate will innovate in the
US.” The Foundation for India
and Indian Diaspora Studies
said about 3 lakh Indian stude-
nts and millions of foreign stu-
dents will benefit from this bill.
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URUGUAY TAKE THIRD PLACE AT COPA AMERICA
BUT COACH BIELSA FAR FROM SATISFIED

MESS| HOPES ANGEL DI MARIA RETIRES WITH

A GOAL IN COPA AMERICA FINAL VS COLOMBIA

CARLOS LOVES GRAS

Spain’s Alcaraz, 21, Beats 7-Time Wimbledon /
Champion Djokovic To Retain SW-19 Crown

Prajwal.Hegde@timesofindia.com

London: The question always was can Car-
los Alearaz win the title match, because
Novak Djokovic, the most decorated man
in tennis, going for an epic 25th major
Crown, was never going to lose the Wim-
bledon final. Alcaraz, in his fourth major
final, was quick on the button and after two
hours and 27 minutes of riveting flair, the
21-year-old Spaniard powered to a 6-2, 6-2.
7-6(4) win. His second Wimbledon title and

fourth Grand Slam.

The world No.3, now only one of six men
to achieve the Roland Garros-SW19 double
in the Open Era, had 42 winners and faced
just three breakpoints against the best re-
turner in the sport. Djiokovic was off his
pace on Sunday, but perhaps the smiling
Spaniard, having saved his best tennis for
the final, had left the 37-vear-old behind on
an afternoon where the sun made a grand
appearance in this leafy London suburb.

The opening game of the match, where
Alcaraz broke Djokovic, lasted 13 minutes,
but thereafter points rolled quickly and
Alcaraz was up by two sets after 75 minutes

of action.

Alcaraz struck in the ninth game of the
third set, breaking Djokovic in play, that
was stamped as much with genius as with
a robust fearlessness. Djokovic shot out of
his chair at the changeover, bracing for
what looked like the final game of the tour-
nament. The crowd was absolutely behind

[

‘ ‘ - r “
the seven-time champion, ‘let's go Nole, " '
let’s go’, was playing on loop.

Alcaraz went ahead 40-0 before the serve
and nerve shook, three championships
came and went, and it was 5-all.

Centre Court was on its feet applauding
the Serb asking for more as the set sailed
into the tie-break. Alcaraz went ahead 3-1,
5-3 and at 64, on his fourth championship
point, he closed on a Djokovic error.

“The score was 40-0 (10th game), but I
was seeing the trophy so far away,” said
Alcaraz, cradling the prize he had received
from Catherine, the Princes of Wales.
“Djokovic is an unbelievable fighter, and I
knew he was going to have his chances
again, so | had to stay there. | tried to win
the point with the serve, but I couldn’t.”

“It was difficult for me. I tried to stay
calm, [ tried to stay positive in that situa-
tion,” Alcaraz said. “Going into the tie-
break, I tried to play my best tennis. That’s
all 1 was thinking about. I'm really glad
that in the end I could find the solution.”

Djokovie, 37, was contesting the Wim-
bledon final just 38 days after he had sur-
eery on his right knee.

*Obviously, it is not the result that |
wanted, especially in the first couple of sets,
the level of tennis wasn't up to par from my
side,” said Djokovic at the trophy ceremony.
“But credit to Carlos for playing some com-
plete tennis. From the back of the court, on
serve, he had it all today, [ tried to push him
and saved the three match points, extended

the match a little bit, but it wasn't meant to
be. He's a deserved winner todav. so con-
gratulations to him for amazing tennis.”
“I have to be very proud
bian, looking at his journey.
there’s disappointment right now, but

.
- »
"N *(
mﬁ \f;.“ &,y

MASTERCLASS: Carlos Alcaraz -
celebrates his win in the final
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when I reflect on the last four to five weeks,
what ['ve been through (with the knee sur-
gery), I'm very satisfied. I try to remind
myself sometimes of how surreal it is be-
ing here; being really blessed to fight for
the trophyv. Every time I step on this court

AFP

Double Faults
42 Winners 26
24 Unforced Errors B
5/14 Break PointsWon  1/3

Points won a7

it feels like the first time. I'm living a child-
hood dream.”

Alcaraz’ second Wimbledon title in two
vears saw him richer by £2,700,000 in prize
money, while Djokovic’s second successive
runner-up finish earned him £1,400.000.

LIVING A DREAM, THE
KREJCIKOVA WAY

Newly Crowned Champion Barbora Pays
Emotional Tribute To Late Mentor Novotna

Prajwal.Hegde@timesofindia.com

London: In the four hours since she
had closed out the Wimbledon final,
Barbora Krejcikova had done more
interviews than she cared to count.

The 28-year-old champion had
worn her hair loose and her face was
without a smudge of make-up. She
arrived for the late evening round
tables wearing her match face. Nota
line of complaint showing.

“It’s good to have all these obli-
gations,” she said of the post-
championship commitments,
which can be draining and often
goes late into the night.

Krejcikova, who on Saturday

claimed her second major singles
title, three vears after her first at
Roland Garros, which along with
her seven women's doubles and
three mixed-doubles crowns, makes
for a crowded trophy cabinet, 1s
fabulously grounded.

Maybe it is age, maybe it 1s her way

At the end of the near two-hour
final against Jasmine Paolini, who

Barbora Krejcikova
with the trophy on
Saturday

was close to tears and could only
manage the briefest of hand-
shakes, Krejcikova, 5 ft 10’ to the
Italian's 5ft 4, grabbed Paolini and
enveloped her in a hug.

*I like Jasmine, she's always
very polite, always smiling, always
super happy,” Krejcikova said. “It's

always nice to be around her in the
locker room. 1 told her that I'm
sorry because I knew that she want-
ed to win too. These moments, at
the end of a match, are not pleas-
ant, when vou have someone at the
other end who vou like. I hope she
wins a Grand Slam as well.”

AFP

The Czech's range is truly stag-
gering, there's nothing she cannot
do on a tennis court, but it is her
history with the 1998 Wimbledon
champion Jana Novotna, who
passed away seven yvears ago after
a long battle with cancer, that has
consumed the sporting landscape.

| like Jasmine, she’s always very polite, always smiling,
always super ham . It's always nice to be around her in the
locker room. | told her that I'm sorry because | knew that she

wanted to win too. These moments, at the end of a match,

are not

pleasant, when you have someone at the other end who you like,

| hope she wins a Grand Slam as well.”

“Imiss Janaa lot, It was just very,
very emotional to see me on a board
right next to her;” Krejcikova said of
the Wimbledon honours board. “1
think she would be proud, she would
be really excited that I'm on a same
board as she is because Wimbledon
was super special for her.”

Krejcikova, who worked with
Novotna for almost four years, un-
til she passed away, said she still
has dreams of her mentor.

“I'm dreaming about her a lot
and we are talking in these
dreams,” she said.

As a child, Krejcikova had a lit-
tle notebook in which she penned
her tennis goals. When she was 12,
she wrote that she would like to win
the French Open one day.

“It was quite a big dream for me
to win the French Open,” she said,
“Mavbe like three-four months ago,

-Barbora Krejcikova

I was looking through that note-
book and I found it there.”

“Things shifted a little bit when
[ met Jana, when she told me all the
stories about Wimbledon, about the
grass, how difficult it was for her
to win the title and how emotional
she was when she actually made
it,” she said. “Since then [ started
to see Wimbledon as the biggest
tournament in the world.”

And now as the queen of the
most famous lawns in the world, she
has dotted the lines of her dreams.

“It's great that I'm a two-time
major champion. It's something un-
believable,” she said. “On the other
hand, I'm still the same person. 1
still love tennis very much. 1 still
want to continue playing tennis well
and fight for other tournaments.”

Long may her unfiltered sim-
plicity reign.

GALLERY

Shot putter Abha Khatua’s
name missing in WA?’s list
of Olympic participants

New Delhi: Shot putter Abha Khatua's
name was surprisingly missing from the
Indian athletics team’s list of Olympic
participants published by World Athletics,
even as she currently trains in Poland
ahead of the Paris Games. Khatua, who
qualified for the Olympics through world
ranking route, left the country for Spalain
Poland on Thursday, along with other
track and field athletes. From there, the
athletes will reach Paris on July 28. Myste-
riously enough, the World Athletics' list of
participants for the Paris Games had only
29 Indian track and field athletes instead
of 30 names entered by Athletics Feder-
ation of India through the Indian Olympic
Association with Abha's name missing.

‘Bharat in Paris’ marathon flagged
off to celebrate Indian Olympic
movement: The ‘Bharat in Paris’ mara-
thon was flagged off in New Delhi on
Sunday to celebrate India's Olympic
movement as well as the recognition of
Esports by the I0C. The race was flagged
off by union minister of textiles Giriraj
Singh and Manoj Tiwary, a member of the
parliament. A total of 118 athletes, led by
ace javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra, will
compete in the Paris Olympics, starting
July 26. The International Olympic Com-
mittee and the Saudi Arabia government
have entered into an agreement to con-
duct the inaugural Olympic Esports Games
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia next year.

US swimmer Ledecky still the gold
standard going into 4th Olympics:
Twelve years on from her stunning 800m
freestyle victory at the London Olympics,
Katie Ledecky is headed to her fourth
straight Games in Paris aiming to extend
her run of sustained excellence.

Shooter Bhavtegh in contention for
final berth in Jr World Cup: Skeet
marksman Bhavtegh Singh Gill enjoyed a
near-perfect opening day of qualification,
shooting down 74 out of 75 targets to
finish on sole third spot in the ISSF Junior
World Cup in Porpetto, Italy on Sunday. All
68 competitors in the event will come back
on Monday to complete the two final
gualification rounds before the top six
head into the final. acencies

ACTION TODAY

TENNIS: ATP 500, Hamburg Open 3.30 pm
(Eurosport)

As pohtlca] Crisis rumbles France’s Bastille
Day parade meets Olymplc torch relay

Paris: Paris is hustmg an extra-
special guest for France’s national
holiday Sunday - the Olympic
flame lighting up the city’s grandi-
osemilitary parade for Bastille Day.

Just 12 days before the French
capital hosts exceptionally ambi-

tious and high-security Summer

Games, the torchrelay isjoiningup
with thousandsof soldiers. sailors,
rescuers and medics marching in
Paris beneath roaring fighter jets
to mark Bastille Day.

What does Bastille Day cele-
brate? On July 14, 1789, revolution-
aries stormed the Bastille fortress
and prison in Paris, heralding the
start of the French Revolution and
the end of the monarchy. The holi-
day is central to the French calen-
dar, with events across the country.
Itaimstoembody the national mot-
to of ‘liberty, equality and fraterni-
ty,' though not evervone in France
feels the country lives up to that
promise. The parade is the holi-
day's highlight. This year, it's pay-

ReUters

A RARE OCCASION: Torch bearer Colonel Thibaut Vallette holds the Olympic flame
in Paris during the annual Bastille Day military parade, which this year celebrates
the 80th anniversary of the Liberation of France and also the upcoming Olympics

ing tribute to those who freed
France from Nazi occupation 80
years ago with a re-enactment of
the D-Day landings of June 6, 1944,
and a display of emblems of the 31

couniries whose troops contribut-
ed to the liberation. About half are
African nations that were under
French colonial rule during World
War ll. acencies

Anahat, Shaurya
- enter fourth round
of World Jr Squash

New Delhi: India’s Anahat
Singh and Shaurva Bawaen- :
tered the fourth round of the :
World Junior Squash Cham-
pilonships in Houston in the
girls’ and boys’ sections re- :
spectively. Reigning wom- :
en’s national champion
Anahat defeated Samantha : Lahiri, who plays
Jaffe of the US11-7,12-10,11-6 : on the Crushers
inthe third round. . team, put himself in
She will meet Japan's :
Akari Midorikawa foraplace :
in the quarterfinals. Mean- :
while, Bawa rallied to beat :
USA's Rustin Wiser 4-11, 11-7, :
12-10, 11-6 in third round and

will lock horns with Segundo G O |_ F w R ﬁ P

Portabales of Argentina in
The 37-wvear-old, who

the pre-quarterfinals. en :
Other results: Boys 3rd round: opened with a 2-under 69, 15 7-
under with 18 holes to go. New

Yuvraj Wadhwani (Ind) lost to
JavierEmilioRomoLopez(Ecua- : Zealand’s Danny Lee his clos-
est pursuer at 3-under. Lahiri

dor) 11-8, 6-11, 11-7, 8-11, 6-11;
Girls 3rd round: Tiana Paras- isseekingtoend hisnine-vear
victory drought. His last win

rampuria (Ind) lost to Lauren :
Baltayan (France)5-11,3-11,3-11. came in India in the Indian

Sumgramie (Spain): Anir-
ban Lahiri inched closertoa
maiden win on the LIV Golf
series as he carded a 5-under
66 in the second round to take
a four-shot lead at the LIV
Golf Andalucia here,

position for his first
win after the second
round that included

zevsinhislast13 holes.

5ix birdies and no bo- g

Samson, Mukesh fire India to 42-run win

Men In Blue
Clinch 5-Match

Harare: Sanju Samson's well-
crafted fifty and Mukesh Kumar’s
disciplined spell helped India
wind up their Zimbabwe tour
with a comprehensive 42-run vie-
tory in the fifth and final T201I here
on Sunday. With this win, India
clinched the series 4-1. Samson’s
(58 off 45b) was central to India's
healthy 1687 for six along with
Shivam Dube’s flashyv 26 (12b).

Then the India bowlers led by
Mukesh (4/22), Shivam Dube (2/
25) and Washington Sundar (1/7)
did their job, bundling out Zim-
babwe for125in18.3 overs,

After the early dismissal of
Wessly Madhevere, who dragged
the third ball of the first over by
pacer Mukesh onto his stumps,
and Brian Bennett, the pair of Ta-
diwanashe Marumani (27) and
Dion Myers (34) added 44 runs for

IN FORM: Sanju Samson plays a shot during the fifth T201 against Zimbabwe

the third wicket to keep the hosts
in the hunt. Marumani's switch-
hit four off leg-spinner Ravi Bish-
noi, who went for a few runs in
this match, was guite stunning in
its execution. But such shots were
few and far between from the Zim-
babwe batters. Marumani went
for a sweep shot against Washing-
ton but missed the line altogether
as the ball crashed on to hisupper

torso to get adjudeed as leg-be-
fore. Dube tailed a shuffling
Myers with a quicker delivery on-
tohis body, and the Zimbabwe bat-
ter merely chipped the ball to
Abhishek Sharma at short third
man. The final nail on their hope
was the run out of skipper Sikan-
dar Raza (8), which came ina cart-
wheel of four wickets for nine
runs. Mukesh, who bagged his ca-

reer-best T20 figures, fittingly

ended the Zimbabwe innings with :

the wicket of Richard Ngarava.
Earlier, Samson (1x4, 4x6) and
Rivan Parag (22, 24b) added 65

runsforthefourth wicketas India

recovered fromamiddling Power-
play in which theyv scored 44 for
three, Yashasvi Jaiswal (12), who
made an unbeaten 93 in the fourth
T201, started the proceedings with
two sixes in the first two balls of

the innings bowled by Raza. But :

in thefourth ball of the same over,
Jaiswal played the wrongline toa

delivery on the middle and leg

stumpto get bowled.

Indialost two gquick wickets of
second T201 centurion Abhishek
Sharma and skipper Shubman

Gill, and at 44 for three, the team :

needed a partnership to steady

the innings. Samson and Parag |

provided just that. sm
Brief scores: Indial67 for6in 20

overs (Sanju Samson 58, Shivam Dube :

26; Blessing Muzarabani 2/19, Richard
MNgarava 1/29) beat Zimbabwe 125 all
out in 18.3 overs (Dion Myers, Faraz

Akram 27: Mukesh Kumar 4/22, Shiv-

am Dube 2/25) by 42 runs.

Open on the DP World Tour.

Aditirises to T-22nd: Aditi

Ashok shot three birdies in
the last four holes of the third
round as she carded a 4-under
67 and jumped 22 places to
tied-22 at the Amundi Evian

UNSEEDED PATTEN,
HELIOVAARA SAVE
3 MATCH POINTS
TO WINTITLE

London: Unseeded Henry Pat-
ten and Harri Heliovaara
saved three match points in
the second set before beating
Australian duo Max Purcell
and Jordan Thompson 6-7 (7),
7-6 (8), 7-6 (11-9) in the men’s
doubles final for their first
Grand Slam title on Saturday

Heliovaara became the first
Finnish man to win the Wim-
bledon doubles and sank to his
knees in tears after he and Pat-
ten converted their second
match point. He then put his
head on his partner’s shoulder;
still sobbing, as they sat in
their chairs and waited for the
trophy presentation. “The
tears say it all,” Heliovaara
sald. “It's very emotional.”

Patten is the third British
man in the professional era to
win the men's doubles at the
All England Club, joining
Jonathan Marray in 2012 and
Neal Skupski last year.

Playing on Centre Court,
the duo never had a hreak
point in the match and missed
a set point in the first set after
coming from 6-1 down in the
tiebreaker to lead 7-6. In the
second set, they saved a match
peoint at 6-5 and two more in
the tiebreaker, where they
trailed 5-2 before beginning
their turnaround.

TOP PLACE FINISH
FOR SINIAKOVA,
TOWNSEND PAIR

London: After seeing long-
time doubles partner Barbora
Krejcikova win the Wimble-
don singles title, Katerina
Siniakova went out on Centre
Court and added another
Grand Slam trophy to her own
collection.

Siniakova won her third
women’s doubles title at Wim-
bledon after teaming up with
Taylor Townsend to beat Ga-
briela Dabrowski and Erin
Routliffe 7-6 (5), 7-6 (1) on Sat-
urday in a match that finished
after 10:20 p.m. local time un-
der floodlights.

“Amazing. ['m so proud of
Barbora.,” Siniakova said of
her Czech countrywoman.
“I'm just so happy that we
could do it as well."”

Siniakova has won seven
major doubles titles with Kre-
jeikova and one with Coco
Gauff at this vear’'s French
Open. This was her first with
American Townsend. ap

" Anirban Lahiri takes
4-shot lead in Spain

Championship in Evian les

Bains, France. The Indian,

who has plaved more than 30

Majors, vaulted to 5-under for

three rounds asshe continues

her search for her maiden

Tnp-l{]'finish inaMajor.

Earlier, Diksha Da-

her first round 76.

Both  Aditi and

Diksha will play for In-

stroke play competition hasa

purse of $8 million with win-
ner'sshareof $1.2 million.

gar had withdrawn
from the event after
dia at the Olympie
Games in Paris. The 72-hole
Shubhankar moves to
T-61st: Shubhankar Sharma
shot a modest even-par 70 in
the third round to move to
tied-61st at the Genesis Scot-
tish Open golf tournament in
North Berwick, Scotland.
Shubhankar shot s1x birdies
and as many bogeys to be 3-
under with one round to go.
A week ahead of the Open
at Royal Troon, the Indian has
been getting his birdies, but

too many dropped shots have
pegged him back. acencies

BCCI to release Rs 1 crore
for Gackwad’s treatment

Tushar.Tere@timesofindia.com

Vadodara: The BCCI an-
nounced on Sunday that it will
provide aid of Rs 1 crore to for-
mer India cricketer Anshu-
man Gaekwad, who has been
battling cancer for the last
vear. Gaekwad had written to
the ericket board a few months
ago seeking financial help.
The BCCI assured all possi-
ble assistance to the Gaekwad
family residing in Vadodara.
Several former cricketers, in-
cluding 1983 World Cup-win-
ning captain Kapil Dev and
Sandip Patil, urged the BCCI to
help Gaekwad, who also
coached the Indian cricket
team. Gaekwad's son, Sha-

trunjay, told TOI that they
wrote to the BCCI seeking help
as a significant amount of
money had been spent on his
medical treatment in London.

The T7l-year-old former
cricketer is currently under-
going treatment at Bhailal
Amin General Hospital in Va-
dodara. Gaekwad wasn't
keeping well for over a vear
and was diagnosed with Mye-
lodysplastic syndromes
(MDS), a tvpe of blood cancer,
earlier this vear.

Soon after the diagnosis,
his treatment began, and the
doctors suggested that he be
treated in the United King-
dom. He underwent chemo-
therapy in London.
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THERE ARE NOT MANY PLAYERS WHO CAN SAY THEY HAVE
SHARED A DRESSING ROOM WITH THEIR MOTHER. HAVING

MY MOTHER EVERY DAY WHERE WE WORKED WAS A RARE

THING. | SAW HER EVERY DAY CLEANING THE DRESSING

ROOM WHERE | PLAYED ... IT WAS AN INSPIRATION AND A

— FABIAN RUIZ,
SPAIN MIDFIELDER

SOURCE OF PRIDE. MY MOTHER'S SIGNING FOR BETIS IS ONE
OF THE BEST SIGNINGS OF MY CAREER.”

: DURING THE MONTH-LONG FESTIVAL OF FOOTBALL, THERE
s -,-~ WERE NUMEROUS MOMENTS OF DELIGHT AND TRIUMPH,
' FRUSTRATION AND FAILURE, CONTROVERSIES AND SURPRISES,..

YAMAL & THE YOUNG GUNS \
t might not have been foremost on his mind, but the young

ISpamard who turned 17 on Saturday, had been waiting for his
school exam results earlier in the tournament. From his
performances, and superb goal against France, he looks mature
beyond his years and broke the record for youngest player and
scorer at a Euros. German 21-year-old Jamal Musiala and Florian
Wirtz lit up the tournament for the host nation, and another
21-year-old, Xavi Simons, scored a spectacular goal even as the
Netherlands lost to England in the semifinal
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TIME TICKING

It was
good fnr
some ..
gnais

scored in injury-time is
a record for a Euros
finals, and many were
decisive, providing vital
wins or draws, none
moare s0 than Jude
Bellingham's overhead
kick for England
against Slovakia.

L

was an

MINNOWS NO MORE
The so-called smaller football
nations stood up to the big guns
and caused several surprises.
Georgia, Albania, Romania,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Ukraine and
Turkey all produced eye-catching
results.
opponents at Euro 2024,
Mo team lost all their games,
the first time that happened at

a men's European
Championship since it

in 1992,

Georgia beat Portugal
and briefly led Spain in the
pre-quarterfinals in a fearless debut
campaign. Albania had the lead in
two of their three games and

There were no easy

eight-team event

,ﬂ.‘b

114

Goals at an
average of
2.28 per match

HORNET’S NEST

respectively drew UEFA
. sanctions forthis trio.

regular thing duri
the tournament as
fans of many
teams threw
plastic cups at
players taking
COrners or
goalkeepers
about to
launch goal
kicks.

'I:l

scored a quick record-breaking goal.
Slovenia didn't lose a game in regular
play and was only eliminated by
. Portugal in a penalty shootout.
Georgian goalkeeper Giorgi
Mamardashvili made 29 saves
in four games, by a distance

the most in the competition

Georgia's
Georges
Mikautadze
scored 3
goals

so far and ahead of

Dutch keeper Bart

Verbruggen with
18 in six matches.

Merih Demiral, Jude Bellingham and Mirlind Daku: When
you know the eyes of the world are on you, it is best to
cut out the controversy. Inflammatory goal celebrations,
crotch-grabbing and leading fans in xenophobic chants

100% pure
with great
tastel

fortune

eremivm KQChI ghani

pure mushand ol

FAILING STARS
y his own admission,
B Mbappe had a
tournament to forget,
largely hindered by a
broken nose and a face
mask that he never looked

comfortable wearing. He had only
a penalty to show for his 24 attempts

at goal, the most by any player, and one
maore than a similar struggler... Mbappe's

interventions in French politics were

arguably more significant than his deeds

on the field.

With Cristiano Ronaldo, did we
witness the end of an era? Portugal
persisted with the 39-year-old but he
looked a shadow of the player once
considered by many the best in the

world, and was unable to find the back of
the net in open play. His biggest impact
was arguably on tournament security as

a string of selfie-seeking fans tried to
reach him on the field.

OFF THE PITCH

Euro 2024 achieved record
figures across the full panoply
of off-field activities.

million: The 10 Fan
Zones in the host
® cities have

welcomed a total of 5.8 million
visitors. The evening that
Germany played Spain in the
quarterfinals became the highest-
attended day of the tournament
with a total of 547,000 visitors
across the Fan Zones.

400,000

Organised fan alks to the
stadiums was facilitated.
Overall, it is estimated that over
400,000 fans participated in fan
walks from dedicated fan
meeting points to the stadiums.

billion: Euro 2004 remains
50n course to achieve a

global cumulative audience
in excess of 5 billion viewers.

million: The official
channels on social
media have added

more than 14 million new
followers since the start of the
championship. The channels
have accumulated 335 million
engagements and 2.8 billion
video views.

million: Ahead of the
final, around 2.6
@ ¥ million spectators

have attended the 50 matches
played, with fans present from
more than 190 countries.

o of spectators
ohave used
eco-friendly

transport to get to stadiums,

million: Regarding the
UEFA Climate Fund,
€7 million has been

invested by UEFA with 190
amateur clubs receiving funds
(amounting to €4.9 million) and 21
regional associations also granted
£100,000 each (an aggregate of
£2.1 million). (source: VEFA.com)

VAR TROUBLE

t wouldn't be a big soccer event
I without heated arguments over the
video review system.
VAR has strayed far from the original concept
unveiled by FIFA in 2016, and a few crucial calls
overshadowed key games. Denmark's Joachim
Andersen had his goal ruled out for offside by
VAR against Germany before VAR helped award
a penalty against him shortly after. Referees
and VAR often seemed to take a lenient
approach to grappling in the penalty area. But,
when Dutch defender Denzel Dumfries collided
with England’s Harry Kane while trying to block
a shot, it was a penalty that changed the course
of that semifinal game.

“I think that we cannot play properly football
and this is due to VAR, It really breaks football,”
Netherlands coach Ronald Koeman said.

There was no penalty for Germany in the
quarterfinals when the ball struck Spain
defender Marc Cucurella’s hand. German fans
jeered Cucurella in Spain’s semi-final game with
France as a result.

STRUGGLING
GIANTS

his was
I supposed to be a
new dawn for

Belgium under coach
Domenico Tedesco, but
the same problems at
major finals persisted
as they could not turn
dominance into goals
and went out meekly in
the last-16. Kevin de
Bruyne couldn't inspire
an often-toothless
Belgian team.

No side has
successfully defended
the Euros apart from
Spain in 2012 but Italy's
attempt to this summer
was nothing short of
woeful. The Azzurri
beat Albania 2-1 but

RECORD PLAYERS

SOME OF THE MILESTONES THAT WERE
REWRITTEN DURING THE LAST MONTH:

THE YOUNGEST: Spain teenage sensation
Lamine Yamal made history in his country's
opening game against Croatia by becoming the
youngest player ever to appear in a European
Championship game at the age of 16 years and
338 days. In doing 50 he beat the previous
record held by beat Poland's Kacper Kozlowski,
who was 17 years and 246 days old when he
appeared at Euro 2020,

Yamal, of Barcelona, then claimed another
piece of history by becoming the youngest
player ever to score a goal at the Euros in
Spain's 2-1 semi-final win against France, at the
age of 16 years and 362 days.

THE OLDEST: At the other end of the scale,
Portugal defender Pepe claimed the record for
the oldest player ever at a European
Championship whenhe took to the field in [
his team’s opening game against the Czech
Republic at the age of'41. He was 41 years
and 130 days old by the time he appeared
in the quarter-final agains
an age at which almost every
footballer has long since retired.
The Porto centre-back passed

Suarez Gets Stoppage-Time
Goal, Uruguay Beat Canada 4-3
In Shootout For 3rd Place

Ukl

Far from
satistied: Bielsa

Charlotte: Uruguay needed a late equal-

iser and penalties to beat Canada

urday’s Copa America third-place playvoff
match, with coach Marcelo Bielsa saying
the South American side had performed

well below their level.

Canada made several changes to their
lineup for the match and looked the fresh-
er side as they caused Uruguay a number
of problems.Uruguay, ranked 14th in the
world, were on the verge of a shock defeat
to the 48th-ranked Copa America debu-

.

in Sat-

Bielsa told reporters.

tants before Luis Suarez scored a stop-
page-time goal to force a penalty shootout,
which Bielsa's side won 4-3.

“It wasn’'t a great performance. The
draw, at best, was barely deserved. I think
that the opponent head coach’s decision
to prioritize physical aptitude instead of
usual starters was more successful,”

“I went with the usual starters in spite
of them being wearv. There were ups and
downs. The chances created by both

didn’'t play well.

showed.”

who took charge of Canada in
he was proud of the progress

v

teams were even, but in all truth, we
“*Regarding this third
place, I do think Uruguay is one of the
three best teams of this tournament.
Even if this tournament came after long
seasons and the tiredness affects players,
I thought that given our roster,
have playved a bit better than what we

Bielsa's counterpart Jesse Marsch,

the previous mark set by Hungary goalkeeper
Gabor Kiraly, who was 40 years and 86 days old
when he played against Belgium at Euro 2016.

OLDEST TO SCORE: Luka Modric became the
tournament’s oldest goalscorer when he netted
in Croatia’s final game, a 1-1 draw against Italy.
Modric was 38 years and 289 days old, breaking
the record set by Austrian lvica Vastic in 2008 by
32 days. Croatia were eliminated in the group
stage, meaning that game is set to also go down
as Modric’s last ever at the tournament.

DEFYING TIME: At 39, Cristiano Ronaldo had
been hoping to claim the oldest goalscorer
record for himself, but he failed to add to his all-
time tournament best tally of 14 goals on
Portugal’s run to the quarter-finals, notably
missing a penalty against Slovenia in the last 16.
Ronaldo did, however, claim other records.
Having first appeared at the tournament in
2004, Ronaldo competed at an unprecedented
sixth European Championship in Germany, and
has now made a total of 30 appearances, at
least seven more than any other player.

THE FASTEST: Albania's Nedim Bajrami
netted the fastest ever goal at a
European Championship when he put
his side ahead after just 23 seconds in
their opening game against Italy.

were thoroughly
outplayed ina 1-0
defeat by Spain and
stole through with a
last-gasp strike against
Croatia in a 1-1 draw.
Coach Luciano Spalletti
struggled to get a tune
from his squad whom
he labelled “slow™.

Italy
coach

a Euro to
forget

Racism a blind spot
in much of Spain

he racist chants start-
ed every time Shaun
Wright-Phillips
touched the ball and
grew stronger as the match
went on, with some 40,000
Spanish football fans raining
hate on England’s right-wing-
er, a 23-vear-old Black man.
When the two teams meeton
Sunday in the final of the 2024
European Football Champion-
ship, Spain’s star players will
be two voung men of colour —
Nico Williams of Athletic Bil-
baoand Barcelona’s 16-year-old
Lamine Yamal, both second
generation immigrants. That's
testimony to a kind of progress
of sorts — the Spanish team
that lined up against England
in November 2004 was all White
— but it's a fragile and qualified
kind of progress at best as their
opponents know all too well.
The UK's immigrant com-
munities arrived a generation
or more before those in Spain.
Therearemuglﬂw 300 {H}pmple

a—-..___--.._h = F

and not German enough.

A week ago, as Saka spoke
of his resilience following a
crucial penalty in England’s
quarterfinal win over Switzer-
land, the relief on his face was
visible. But fans saying this
tournament is his chance for
redemption are already adding
to a narrative that people with
a migrant background need to
be exceptional to receive the
support of the nation.

Spain is embracing Yamal,
but three months ago he was
the subject of a racist joke on
one of Spain’s main sports
broadcasters. “If Lamine
Yamal doesn’t do well at foot-
ball, he could end up next to a
traffic light,” German Burgos
said, implying that if he didn’t
make the grade he'd wind up
beggzing on the streets.

Burgos, 54, was fired by the
broadcaster Movistar+.

The response of Movistar+
shows that things are changing
in Spain, somewhat, and the

A REMINDER: In this Aug 4, 1936, file photo, American athlete Jesse
Owens (L) breaks the tape in a record time of 21.1 seconds in the
heats of the men's 200m at the Olympic Games race in Berlin.
Scars of World War Il and relics from its Nazi past are preserved at
Berlin's Olympiastadion, where Euro 2024 final was held

in Spain with Sub-Saharan Af-
rican origins while there are 2.4
million people from Black eth-
nic groups in England, the 2021
- ;ih census said. And the Eng-
land team has regularly
featured Black players since
the 1980s. Football is seldom
ever just about sports, and that's
the case in this tournament.

In a year of elections — five
in Europe and one for the Eu-
ropean Parliament itself — mi-
gration and identity have been
central, divisive issues, They
have loomed large over the 51
games, from Black French play-
ers including Kylian Mbappé
taking a rare stand by calling
on voters to keep extremisis
from power to members of Ger-
many's far-right AfD party
characterizing their national
team as too “woke,” too diverse

presence of Yamal and Wil-
liams in the national team is a
reflection of the way the make-
up of Spanish society has
changed. Racism is a blind spot
in much of Spain. Racist abuse
has become commeon greeting
last season for Real Madrid’s
Black Brarzilian striker Vin-
icius Junior. .

Whether Williams and
Yamal help Spain take home
the trophy or not, some might
be inclined to see their success
as a celebration of multicultur-
alism —and it is. Williams was
born in Spain to a Ghanaian
couple who'd trekked across the
Sahara to enter the European
Union via Spain’s north Afri-
can exclave Melilla.

But that doesn’t offer any
guarantee of continued pro-
CTE55, ©2024 BLOOMBERG L.P.

think that the opp

we gave the match away.

and dominated the match.

COPA AMERICA
ing that.”

in,” Marsch said.

we could
So, again, what a positive sign,

May, said

the team team.” reuTers

It wasn't a great performance, The
draw, at best, was barely deserved. |
onent head coach’s decision
to prioritize physical aptitude instead of usual
starters was more successful. | went with the
usual starters in spite of them being weary.”
—Marcelo Bielsa, urucuay coacH

had made in a short period, adding: “The
plavers are disappointed in the way that

“But 1 was very positive with them.
We've been together for a little over six
weeks, We came into this match, put some
new players on the pitch, plaved for me
against one of the best teams in the world,

“We're still a voung team. If
yvou look at their team, they have
experienced playvers across the
board, playvers plaving at big
clubs, a lot of experience in un-
derstanding how to handle mo-
ments. And we're still develop-
The American also
hailed Canada’s fringe players for quick-
Iy adapting to his stvle of play despite
coming into the match with little game
time. “The beauty was the clarity with
which the way that we're playing was
executed by the new players that came

“It's not so easy to build a tactical
model with such short time and under
such big stresses against such good op-
ponents and then see them respond and
perform and execute at such a high level.

“What a great group of guys. What
incredible potential we have with this

(From left) Lionel MESS! Fmdrlgﬂ De Paul
and Angel Di Maria during|| tramlng

WHO KNOWS MAYBE
DI MARIA WILL SCORE
ANOTHER GOAL IN THE
FINAL, SAYS MESSI

Miami: Argentina captain Lionel Messi
hopes forward Angel Di Maria ends his
international career with a goal in Sunday's
Copa America final against Colombia.

Di Maria, 36, announced in February
his plans to retire from internationals
after representing his country for 15 years
and Messi wants him to get his name on
the scoresheet as he did against Brazil to
clinch the continental title in 2021 and
against France as they won the 2022 World
Cup final. “Who knows, maybe he'll score
another goal in the final like he did in all
the previous ones he's played in. It would

REUTERS

be extraordinary,” Messi said in an
interview with Direct TV Sports on
Saturday, adding that the team still hopes
he will reverse his decision.

“We always tell him that if everything
goes well, we have playoff games coming
up. Nevertheless, ‘Fideo’ (Di Maria) has
made up his mind and there's nothing that
can change it." Di Maria has scored 31
goals in 144 appearances for Argentina,
having played in six Copa Americas and
four World Cups. He also struck the
winner in Argentina's 1-0 victory over
Nigeria to win Olympic gold at the 2008
Beijing Olympics.

Meanwhile, Argentina coach Lionel
Scaloni said, “I hope the fans have a party,
| want it with all my heart. Apart from the
joy of winning the title, | think it would be
a joy for everyone if it ends well." asencies
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INDIAN English Newspaper

Deccan Chronicle,
Economics times,

Times of India,

Mirror

Financial Express,

Hans india,

Indian Express,

New Indian Express NIE
The Hindu,

Mint, Newspaper
Business standard,
Business Line

, States Man

, Tribune, Newspaper
pioneer Newspaper
millennium Post Newspaper
Hitavada Newspaper
The Daily Guardian,

The Telegraph

Eastern Chronicle

The Goan

First India

Free Press Journal

Mid day English Gujarati
Mabharashtra time

And also editorials of all English newspapers.
Etc.....

& Also avialble Hindi, Andhra Pradesh language papers
Bengali: |

Tamil: |

Marathi:

Kannada

Mumbai samachar

Sandesh news paper

gujrati samachar

The Goan

International Magzine

International Newspaper

Gujrati Marathi newspaper

Urdu Newspaper

Telangana kannnada, Malayalam, Tamil Telug

LOS ANGELES TIMES

International newspaper

The Economist

The Financial Times
The Observer

The Guardian

The Daily Telegraph
Daily Express

Daily Record

Daily Mirror

Daily Mail

The Globa Mail

The Sun

The Times

The Independent

The Cricket Paper

The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal
USA Today

The Washington Post
The Washington Times
New York Post

Los Angeles Times
Chicago Tribune

San Francisco Chronicle
The Boston Globe

u Le Monde

UAE Gulf News

El Pais

Corriere Della Sera
Pakistan

Aarb News

Qatar - Gulf Times
Kuwait - Kuwait Times
Oman - Observer

UAE - Gulf News
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