MONDAY JULY 15, 2024
The Big Story e
Number of
babies born in
S’pore sinks to
50-year low |A2

World e«
KLIA bets on
new investors in

bid to bounce
back A6

Sport
Magnificent
Alcaraz retains

Wimbledon
crown |BI2

SINCE 1845

STRAITS TIMLES

Former US
president
Donald Trump
ducking after
gunfire rang
out at a rally
in Butler,
Pennsylvania,
on July 13.
PHOTOS:
REUTERS

Secret
Service
agents
rushing onto
the stage to
shield Trump,
who was hit in
the right ear,
streaking his
face with
blood.

Trump survives assassination
attempt after major security lapses

Gunman shot dead
after attack that
killed rally attendee;
US political divide
set to deepen

BUTLER, Pennsylvania - Donald
Trump survived a weekend assas-
sination attempt days before he is
due to accept the formal Republi-
can presidential nomination, in an
attack that will further inflame the
US political divide and has raised
questions about the security laps-
es.

Trump, 78, had just begun a
campaign speech in Butler, Penn-
sylvania, on July 13 when shots
rang out, hitting the former presi-
dent’s right ear and streaking his
face with blood.

“Fight! Fight! Fight!” he
mouthed to supporters, pumping
his fist, as Secret Service agents
rushed him away. His campaign
said he was doing well and ap-
peared to have suffered no major
injury besides a wound on his up-
per right ear.

The Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion identified 20-year-old Tho-
mas Matthew Crooks of Bethel
Park, Pennsylvania, as the suspect
in what it called an attempted as-
sassination.

He was a registered Republican,
according to state voter records,
and had made a US$15 (S$20) do-
nation to a Democratic political
action committee at the age of 17.

Law enforcement officials told
reporters they had not yet identi-
fied a motive for the attack.

The shooting occurred less than
four months before the Nov 5 elec-
tion, when Trump faces a rematch
with Democratic President Joe Bi-
den. Most opinion polls show the
two locked in a close contest.

The suspect was shot dead by
Secret Service agents, the agency
said, after he opened fire from the
roof of a building about 40m from
the stage where Trump was speak-
ing.

An AR-15-style semi-automatic
rifle was recovered near his body.
The firearm was legally purchased
by the suspect’s father, ABC and
The Wall Street Journal reported.
Bomb-making materials were
found in the suspect’s car, the As-
sociated Press reported.

One person who attended the
rally was killed and two other
spectators were critically wound-
ed, the Secret Service said.

“In this moment, it is more im-
portant than ever that we stand
United, and show our True Char-
acter as Americans, remaining
Strong and Determined, and not
allowing Evil to Win,” Trump said
on his Truth Social service on July
14.

Trump left the Butler area under
Secret Service protection and later
arrived at his golf club in Bedmin-
ster, New Jersey.

In a statement, the Secret Ser-
vice denied accusations by some
Trump supporters that it had re-
jected campaign requests for addi-
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Trump pumping his fist while being escorted off stage by Secret Service agents. He left the Butler area under their protection and later arrived at his golf club in
Bedminster, New Jersey. Trump’s campaign said he was doing well and appeared to have suffered no major injury. PHOTO: EPA-EFE

Society should never resort to violence: PM

Society should never resort to
violence, said Singapore Prime
Minister Lawrence Wong on Ju-
ly 14, revealing that he was
shocked at the news of an assas-
sination attempt on former US
president Donald Trump at a
campaign rally.

In a Facebook post, PM Wong
said: “1 was shocked to hear

tional security.

“The assertion that a member of
the former president’s security
team requested additional securi-
ty resources that the US Secret
Service or the Department of Ho-
meland Security rebuffed is abso-
lutely false” said Secret Service
spokesman Anthony Guglielmi.

“In fact, recently the US Secret
Service added protective resourc-
es and capabilities to the former
president’s security detail.”

A prosecutor said it was “sur-
prising” that a shooter was able to
position himself on a nearby roof-
top before opening fire.

“That’s the most surprising
thing to me, when we have a for-
mer president here, that a guy was
able to get, as you say, 150 yards
(137 metres) away, able to get up
on a roof and be able to take a
shot,” said Butler County’s district
attorney Richard Goldinger.

“I do know we had some law en-
forcement in that building, which
is even more surprising that he

about the assassination attempt
on Donald Trump. I am relieved
to hear reports that he is safe
and recovering well.

“Our thoughts are also with
the family of the deceased and
those injured and impacted by
the senseless attack. We should
never resort to violence regard-
less of any differences of views.”

was able to get up there,” he told
MSNBC, adding the unit was nor-
mally used by a glass manufactur-
ing company.

Former first lady Melania Trump
said the gunman who opened fire
at her husband was a “monster” as
she condemned the assassination
attempt.

While mass shootings are a reg-
ular feature of American life, the
attack was the first shooting of a
US president or major party candi-
date since the 1981 attempted as-
sassination of Republican Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan.

The attack heightened long-
standing worries that political vio-
lence could erupt during the presi-
dential campaign and after the
election.

The concerns in part reflect the
electorate’s polarisation, with the
country appearing bitterly divid-
ed into two camps with divergent
political and social visions.

Trump supporters stormed the
US Capitol on Jan 6, 2021, in an at-

tempt to overturn his election de-
feat, fuelled by his false claims
that his loss was the result of wi-
despread fraud. More than 100 po-
lice officers were injured, five peo-
ple died, and the Capitol suffered
millions of dollars of damage in
the violence.

Trump is due to receive his par-
ty’s formal nomination at the Re-
publican National Convention,
which kicks off in Milwaukee on
July 15.

Republican National Committee
chairman Michael Whatley said
on July 14 that the authorities are
working together to ensure secur-
ity at the party’s convention.

Rally attendees  described
scenes of panic and chaos follow-
ing the shooting.

The BBC interviewed a man who
said he saw a man armed with a
rifle crawling up a roof near the
event.

The self-described eyewitness,
whom the BBC did not identify,
said he and the people he was with
started pointing at the man, trying
to alert security.

The shots appeared to come
from outside the area secured by
the Secret Service, the agency
said.

Hours after the attack, the Over-
sight Committee in the Republi-
can-led US House of Representa-
tives summoned Secret Service di-
rector Kimberly Cheatle to testify
at a hearing scheduled for July 22.

“Americans demand answers
about the assassination attempt,”
the panel said.

Leading Republicans and Dem-
ocrats quickly condemned the vi-

MOMENT OF IMPACT

| was shot with a bullet
that pierced the upper
part of my right ear. |
knew immediately that
something was wrong in
that | heard a whizzing
sound, shots, and
immediately felt the
bullet ripping through
the skin.

79

DONALD TRUMP, 78, on his Truth
Social platform.

olence, as did foreign leaders.

“There’s no place for this kind of
violence in America. We must
unite as one nation to condemn it,”
Mr Biden said in a statement.

Some of Trump’s Republican al-
lies said they believed the attack
was politically motivated.

“For weeks, Democrat leaders
have been fuelling ludicrous hys-
teria that Donald Trump winning
re-election would be the end of
democracy in America,” said Rep-
resentative Steve Scalise, the No. 2
House Republican.

“Clearly we've seen far-left lu-
natics act on violent rhetoric in
the past. This incendiary rhetoric
must stop.” REUTERS
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News analysis

[rump
could ride a
sympathy
wave to win
US election

Bhagyashree Garekar
US Bureau Chief

DONEGAL, Pennsylvania - Will it be
remembered as the moment
when everything changed in the
2024 US presidential election?

The moment when former
president Donald Trump escaped
death by a quarter of an inch and
at the same time breathed fresh
life into his candidacy?

Of course, he is already ahead in
the opinion polls, but by only a
whisker. So could the July 13
attempt on his life become the
moment that tilted the scale
decisively?

The optics certainly suggest
that.

Blood streaming down his face,
flanked by his protective detail in
mere seconds, the billionaire real
estate mogul and former reality
television star pumped his fist in
the air and silently mouthed the
word “fight” as he was led off
stage at a rally in Butler,
Pennsylvania.

“It's done, the race is won.” a
Republican Party insider told The
Straits Times off the record
because he was not authorised to
speak to the media.

“The photo alone that is being
widely circulated, a bloodied and
bold Trump with a clenched fist,
will stick in people’s minds and
will be the key image of this
election cycle,” he said.

“There’s massive sympathy for
him across the spectrum on the
right,” he said, adding that he
expects to see a moderate but
definite impact on undecided
voters and those who are leaning
towards Trump.

“1 expect the energy to be
through the roof,” he said.

“It’s already palpable in e-mail
chains and group chats. Many on
the right already viewed him as a
martyr. This will solidify it,” he
said, in a reference to Trump
supporters who view the clutch of
lawsuits being waged against the
former president as political
persecution.

An hour away from the site of
the Trump rally in Butler, two old
friends who were out golfing
rushed back into town as soon as
they heard Trump had been shot.

“The chances of Trump being
elected just went way up,” said Mr
Ron Aldom, the executive
director at Somerset County
Chamber of Commerce, speaking
outside the HillBilly’s Grub-n-Pub
where he stopped for a beer.

Describing himself as a
conservative voter, he lamented
the lack of civility in US politics,
saying the incident had shocked
him. “We're just watching the
whole thing on TV]” he said.

“He comes off the stage like
this,” Mr Aldom said, acting out
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Number of

babies

born

in 2023 falls
to lowest In
at least past
50 years

ICA data also shows number of deaths
has been rising steadily in past decade

Theresa Tan
Senior Social Affairs
Correspondent

The number of babies born in 2023
fell to the lowest in at least the past
50 years, entrenching Singapore’s
ereat baby drought.

Atotal of 33,541 babies were born
in 2023 - a 5.8 per cent fall from
the 35,605 babies born in 2022.
The 2023 figure is 13.3 per cent
lower than the 38,672 babies born
in 2021

The number of babies born in
2023 is contained in the Report on
Registration of Births and Deaths
2023 published by the Immigration
and Checkpoints Authority (ICA)
on July 11

The 2023 figure is the lowest
since at least 1971, when 47,088 ba-
bies were born. The Straits Times
found births and deaths statistics
dating back to 1971in past years’ re-
ports posted on the ICA website.

In February, it was announced
that the resident total fertility rate
(TFR) fell to below 1 for the first
time in Singapore’s history, though
the actual number of babies born
in 2023 was not stated.

The TFR, which refers to the av-
erage number of babies each wom-
an would have during her repro-
ductive years, was 0.97 in 2023 -
one of the lowest in the world.

While the number of births has
been falling, the number of deaths
has been climbing steadily in the
past decade.

A total of 26,888 people died in
2023, just 0.01 per cent lower than
the 26,891 deaths in 2022. The
2023 figure was 10.7 per cent higher
than the 24,292 deaths in 202L

The leading causes of deaths
were heart and hypertensive dis-
eases, and lung and respiratory sys-
tem diseases, which collectively
accounted for half of all deaths in
2023. About a quarter of people
died from cancer in 2023.

For the first time, the 2023 report
presented data on the number of
babies whose births were regis-
tered with a double-barrelled race,
as their parents are of different rac-
es.

Of the babies born in 2023 whose
parents are of different races, 28.4
per cent had double-barrelled race.
This isup from12.9 per cent in 2014,

From 201, inter-ethnic couples
were given the option of reflecting
both their races when registering
their child’s birth.

This is on top of the existing op-
tion of choosing to reflect only ei-
ther the father’s or the mother’s
race.

The move comes given the grow-
ing number of inter-ethnic mar-
riages over the years.

I[nstitute of Policy Studies (IPS)
senior research fellow Kalpana
Vignehsa said: “As Singapore has
become a globally connected city,
it has become more common for
people to want to recognise ethnic
diversity within themselves and
their children.”

Dr Tan Poh Lin, another [PS se-
nior research fellow, said data from
the Department of Statistics
showed that the fertility rate fell
among female Singaporeans and
permanent residents aged be-
tween 25 and 29, and between 30
and 34. This is one reason behind
the falling number of births in
2023.

She said another factor could be

i
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A total of 33,541 babies were born in 2023 - down 5.8 per cent from 35,605 births in 2022, and 13.3 per cent lower than the 38,672 births in 2021 5T FILE PHOTO

S
Births falling, while deaths remain high

2023
40000 Number of babies born
39,279 35,605 Bl
: 38,590 38,672
35,000
30,000
26,891
25 000 24 292 -|'
25 o sl |
21,446 22,054 2023
20,000 ' . E’ﬁ%i‘
15,000
10,000 | |
2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Source: REPORT ON REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS 2023 STRAITS TIMES GRAPHICS

concerns over the rising cost of liv-
ing.

Dr Tan added: “Besides, the
growing number of singles and
smaller families may bolster social
acceptability of these trends,
which further reduces motivations
to get married or have more chil-
dren.”

When asked about the fewer
number of babies born in 2023,
Professor Jean Yeung, director of
social sciences at the Agency for
Science, Technology and Re-
search’s Institute for Clinical Sci-
ences, said the cost of having chil-

dren falls disproportionally on
women, as gender norms still as-
sign most caregiving and house-
work responsibilities to them.

Prof Yeung, who is also a profes-
sor at NUS’ Yong Loo Lin School of
Medicine, said: “These responsibil-
ities exert a high opportunity cost
for women so that they usually end
up forgoing higher wages, free
time to pursue career development
and self-interests, leisure, and con-
sumption for themselves.

“In Asia, the social and economic
pressure put on young parents for
raising a high-achieving child who

excels in school performance adds
another unattractive layer

by.”

rapidly ageing population is one

deaths.

added.

serious implications for multiple

to economic dynamism.

will be increasingly stretched as
there are fewer working adults to

tion.

workforce.

tion.”

theresat@sph.com.sg
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MP to push for cat sterilisation, stiffer penalties

Esther Loi

People who abuse animals may
soon face stiffer penalties, while
service providers found doing so
may be looking at a lifetime ban on
offering animal-related services.

These are among the proposals
that Nee Soon GRC MP Louis Ng
intends to make at an upcoming
Parliament sitting, through an “ex-
tensive” White Paper to strengthen
animal welfare in Singapore.

With the ban on pet cats in Hous-
ing Board flats to be lifted from
September, he also said he would
push for the sterilisation of pet cats
to become mandatory.

At a forum on animal protection
policies on July 4, Mr Ng was
joined by Minister for Home Af-
fairs and Law K. Shanmugam, who
is also a Nee Soon GRC MP, to dis-
cuss ways to curb animal abuse,
given the recent surge in animal
cruelty and welfare cases.

Mr Ng said the White Paper he
plans to submit to the Government
will propose increased penalties
for cases of animal abuse, as well as
more clearly define the duty of
care that those who own or work
with animals must provide.

Currently, pet owners as well as
animal-related businesses and
shelters have to provide a positive
duty of care to give these animals
adequate food and water, among
others.

The dialogue at Nee Soon East
Community Club was attended by
various animal welfare groups,
such as the Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA)
and the Animal Concerns Research

and Education Society (Acres).

The issue of animal abuse by ser-
vice providers came up strongly in
the conversation. Mr Ng said he in-
tends to press for a lifetime ban on
owning animals or working in an
animal-related business for those
guilty of animal abuse, beyond the
current disqualification period of
up to 12 months.

He will also suggest mandating
the sterilisation of cats living in
HDB flats to prevent them from ca-
terwauling, or the howling that

Nee Soon GRC MP Louis Ng (right) speaking with parti

cats use as mating calls.

This will reduce the number of
residents who complain about
noise disturbances from such cries
and help ensure the smooth roll-
out of the upcoming cat manage-
ment framework, he said.

The White Paper will be exten-
sive as it will take in policy suggest-
ions and feedback from the forum,
said Mr Ng, who founded Acres
when he was an undergraduate.

At the dialogue, the two MPs
fielded questions on animal wel-

cipants at a forum on animal protection policies held at Nee Soon East
Community Club on July 14. Various animal welfare groups also attended the event. 5T PHOTOS: CHONG JUN LIANG

fare, such as the distress pigeons
are put under during culling exer-
cises.

Mr Shanmugam said many resi-
dents face inconveniences due to
the widespread growth of the pi-
geon population, and might think
their MPs and town councils are
not doing enough if immediate ac-
tion is not carried out.

This is as other measures like
cutting down on food sources and
improving public education — to
stop people from feeding pigeons —

for animal abusers

Minister for Home Affairs and Law K. Shanmugam was also present, and he, along
with Mr Ng, fielded questions on animal welfare.

take a longer time to bear results,
and meanwhile, town councils will
respond to complaints by intro-
ducing culling.

“The town council... is answer-
able to the MPs, and MPs are an-
swerable to people,” he said. “And
these town councils who an-
nounced culling are reacting to the
majority (view).”

Another question was whether
animal welfare groups could be
empowered to support enforce-
ment efforts, which could reduce
the response time when an abuse
case is reported.

Mr Shanmugam cautioned that
this would be problematic as it
would vest authority in people who
may not be trained to abide by a
clear set of guidelines. But it may
be possible to train a small group of
accredited members of such orga-

nisations to function as an ancil-
lary service, he added.

SPCA executive director Aarthi
Sankar told The Straits Times that
the organisation is looking at ways
to expedite prosecution and enfor-
cement action in cases of animal
abuse.

Citing the Animal Welfare Board
of India as an overseas example,
she said the board — comprising
professionals from the veterinary
industry and animal welfare
eroups — advises the Indian go-
vernment on related policies, since
animals cannot advocate for them-
selves.

“By having a council like this,
perhaps the government and pol-
icymakers can also be better ad-
vised on such issues.” she added.

estloi@sph.com.sg
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HOW TOUGH
1S ENOUGH?

This is Oystersteel, a high performance steel
of grade 904L, produced for Rolex since 1985.
A stainless alloy which, once polished, will retain its
brilliance and beauty in all circumstances. Among
3,500 industrial grades, only it was worthy of our
standards. Rich in chromium and molybdenum, it is
extremely resistant to impact and corrosion. Yet, at
this stage, it is still not tough enough for us. Hence
why we inspect it on a microscopic scale, from the
shaping throughout the priming processes, so as to
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control and refine its microstructure prior to
machining it. Improving the mechanical properties
of the alloy along the way. Finally, we reveal its
unique shine thanks to the know-how of our polishers.
Only then can one call it “Oystersteel.” That being
said, its greatest test is not our minute analysis of its
structure, nor its polishing. The true challenge is the
one which awaits it out in the world, facing the
vagaries of everyday life as much as those of the most
extreme conditions nature can muster.
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NEED TO UNITE COUNTRY

Look, there's no place in
America for this kind of
violence. It's sick. It's
sick. It's one of the
reasons why we have to
unite this country... We
cannot be like this. We
cannot condone this.

79

U.S. PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN

LOVE YOU, DAD

| love you Dad, today
and always... | continue
to pray for our country.

79

DONALD TRUMP'S DAUGHTER
IVANKA

NO PLACE FOR VIOLENCE
Violence has no place in

politics and democracies.
Our thoughts and prayers :

are with the family of the
deceased, those injured

and the American people.

79

INDIAN PRIME MINISTER
NARENDRA MODI

MONITORING DEVELOPMENTS

China is following the
shooting incident at the
campaign rally of former
US president Donald
Trump. President Xi
Jinping has expressed
sympathies to former
president Trump.

79

CHINESE FOREIGN MINISTRY
SPOKESPERSON

INEXCUSABLE ATTACK
This was an inexcusable

attack on the democratic

values that Australians
and Americans share and
the freedom that we
treasure.

79

AUSTRALIAN PRIME MINISTER
ANTHONY ALBANESE

CONDEMNING ALL VIOLENCE

Together with all
democracy-loving
people around the world,
we condemn all forms of
political violence. The
voice of the people must
always remain supreme.

9

PHILIPPINE PRESIDENT
FERDINAND MARCOS JR

RECOMMIT TO CIVILITY

Although we don't yet
know exactly what
happened, we should all
be relieved that former
president Trump wasn't
seriously hurt, and use
this moment to
recommit ourselves to
civility and respect in
our politics.

9

FORMER U.S. PRESIDENT BARACK
OBAMA

PRAYING FOR THOSE AFFECTED

We are praying for him,
his family, and all those
who have been injured
and impacted by this
senseless shooting.

79

U.S. VICE-PRESIDENT KAMALA
HARRIS

News analysis

hmde of partisan narratives

FROM Al

how Trump had pumped his fist
after being struck.

“I remembered when Reagan
was shot, and he was saying I'm

all right,” he added, in a reference

to the assassination attempt on
then Republican President
Ronald Reagan in 1981

His friend Richard Heggie, who
described himself as an
independent from Michigan, was
not sure that the evening’s events
would impact his vote.

“I want to know more about
what happened,” said the former
business executive, who spent a
part of his career in Singapore in
the 1990s.

“I don’t know if it’s some crazy
person on the far left or far right.
Who knows what it is.”

The Federal Bureau of
Investigation later identified the
shooter as 20-year-old Thomas
Matthew Crooks, who lived an
hour away from where the
shooting took place at Bethel
Park, Pennsylvania.

State voter records show Crooks ; !

was a registered Republican,
though he previously made a
LUS$15 (S$20) donation to a
political action committee that
raises money for left-leaning and
Democratic politicians, Reuters
reported.

Dr John Fortier, a political
analyst at the American
Enterprise Institute (AEI), was
circumspect about the impact of
the assassination attempt on the
election.

“People rallied around president
Reagan, and I expect there’ll be
some rallying around Trump,” he
said. “But I think it’s too early to
see an immediate implication on
the race. We'll eventually get to
know who the shooter was and
what happened. And that could
change what people think of this

altogether.

“He (Trump) will have lots of

support within his party, and
: maybe that will go over to
. independents as well,” he added.

Not long after the shooting,

: some Republicans began to blame :
: Democrats on social media,

: saying their characterisation of

: Trump as a threat to democracy
: had created a dangerous

: environment. They also singled

. out a comment made by

: President Joe Biden to donors on

July 8, that “it’s time to put

: Trump in the bull’s eye”.

Mr Biden, along with other

: senior Democratic Party figures,
: was quick to condemn the
: shootings.

Other Democrats, meanwhile,
wondered if the whole thing had

: been staged. “Staged” began
: trending as a search term.

Apart from the parallels with

: the attack on Mr Reagan, experts

point to the tumultuous 1960s,

which saw the assassinations of
: then President John F. Kennedy in :
: 1963 and his brother Robert

Secret Service agents tending to Donald Trump moments after he was injured in an assassination attempt at arally in Butler,
: Pennsylvania, on July 13. Republicans blamed Democrats on social media for fuelling the attack. PHOTO: AFP

. Kennedy in 1968, when he was
. running as a presidential

: candidate. Civil rights leader

: Martin Luther King Jr was also
. assassinated in 1968.

More recently, former US

. Representative Gabby Giffords

: was shot in 2011, while House

. Majority Leader Steve Scalise was
: injured in a 2017 shooting. Former :
: House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s

: husband was bludgeoned with a
. hammer in October 2022.

“We've had presidents

: assassinated, but thankfully not

Assassination attempt ratchets up

: for over 60 years,” said AEI's Dr
: Fortier. “The temperature has

: gone up a lot, and it would be a
: good thing to bring it down.”

An opportunity to cool down

. the highly charged atmosphere
: leading up to the election looms
: large on July 15, when the

: four-day Republican National

i Convention kicks off in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Some analysts see Trump's

. “fight” remarks after being shot

: at as having the potential to stoke
: the heat. Dr Fortier disagrees. “I

. don't take it as any sort of call for
: violence. This is the reaction of

: somebody having been shot. |

: take it primarily as a sign of

: showing the crowd that he'’s okay
: and with them,” he said.

The real question is whether

. the deeply polarised nation,

: where members of the same

: family today eschew political
: discussions to avoid offending
. one another, can agree to

. disagree.

Dr Fortier seems sceptical.

. “There may be a little pause in
: partisan attacks,” he said, adding
: it would be short-lived.

“We are in the middle of a

: campaign, and we're likely to go
. back to things at some point.

: There’s no way this is going to

: sort of be a politics-free

: sympathy zone for Trump all the
: way to the election.”

As the day wore on, Trump

: announced that he would attend
: the convention, likely solidifying
: the perception among his

: supporters that he is a fighter.

If independent voters — one in

two voters as per some surveys —
. agree and if suburban women

view the former president with

: sympathy enough to swing to his
: side, he could win by a big
i margin.

bhagya@sph.com.sg

Possible lapses In
focus after gunman
evades security to
get on rooftop

WASHINGTON - Republican law-
makers said they would launch
swift investigations into how a per-
son apparently managed to evade
Secret Service agents and climb
onto the roof of a building near
where Donald Trump was speak-
ing at an election rally and fire
multiple shots before being killed.

Mr Mike Johnson, speaker of the
Republican-controlled US House
of Representatives, said panels in
the Chamber will call officials from
the Secret Service, the Department
of Homeland Security and the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
for hearings soon.

The House oversight panel called
Secret Service director Kimberly
Cheatle to testify on July 22.

The attack has raised questions
about how the Republican presi-
dential candidate is protected on
the campaign trail and what
caused the apparent security laps-
es at the July 13 rally.

While information about the in-
cident is still sparse, at least one
person interviewed by the BBC
said he had tried to alert the police
and the US Secret Service, to no
avail, to an apparent sniper climb-
ing onto a nearby roof outside the
security perimeter of the rally ven-
ue in Butler, Pennsylvania.

Trump supporters blasted the
Secret Service, which has the pri-
mary responsibility for protecting
Trump as a former US president.
Billionaire ally Elon Musk called
for the agency’s leadership to re-
sign.

“How was a sniper with a full ri-
fle kit allowed to bear crawl onto
the closest roof to a presidential
nominee,” asked conservative ac-
tivist Jack Posobiec on social media
site X.

FBI Special Agent Kevin Rojek,
speaking at a press briefing, called
the number of shots the attacker
was able to fire “surprising”.

The Secret Service did not have a
representative in that press brief-

ing late on July 13, which included
FBI and state law enforcement offi-
cials.

The Secret Service said shortly
after the shooting that it had begun
an investigation and briefed Dem-
ocratic President Joe Biden,
Trump’s rival in the Nov 5 election,
though the agency did not immedi-
ately respond to additional re-
quests for comment regarding its
protocols.

The Pennsylvania State Police
referred questions to the Secret
Service, which did not respond im-
mediately.

Attendee Ben Maser was outside
the rally perimeter, listening to
Trump, when he noticed two offi-
cers seemingly looking for some-
one. Mr Maser, a 4l-year-old wel-
der, started scanning the area too.

“I saw the guy on the roof. I told
the officer that he was up there. He
went about looking for him,” he
said.

The attack is certain to lead to a
review of Trump’s security, and go-
ing forward he will likely be pro-
vided with a level of protection
more akin to a sitting president,
said Mr Joseph LaSorsa, a former
Secret Service agent who served
on the presidential detail.

“There will be an intensive re-
view” of the incident and “there’s
going to be a massive realignment,”
he added. “This cannot happen.”

The Secret Service said in a
statement that it had recently add-
ed “protective resources and capa-
bilities” to Trump’s security detail,
without providing further details.

A retired agent who worked in
protective services, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said the
incident should spark an internal
review, and ideally an external one
too. “The gravity of the situation
demands thorough scrutiny to pre-
vent such failures in the future and
to ensure accountability on all lev-
els,” said the former agent.

During most of Trump’s cam-

Secret Service agents surrounding former president Donald Trump after he was shot at a campaign rally in Butler,
Pennsylvania, on July 13. The shooter climbed onto the roof of a building near where Trump was speaking. PHOTO: NYTIMES

paign stops, the local police aid the
Secret Service in securing the ven-
ue. Agents from other agencies
within the Department of Home-
land Security, such as the Trans-
portation Security Administration,
occasionally help.

It is no easy task. Many Trump
rallies feature thousands of au-
dience members, take place in the
open air and last for hours.

Before the event, agents scan the
venue for bombs or other threats,
and Trump invariably arrives in a
fortified motorcade.

Law enforcement officials typi-
cally put up barriers as a perimeter,
and require all attendees to go
through a metal detector to enter
the venue. Armed agents search all

attendees’ bags and even wallets.
Many rallygoers are patted down
by hand.

Mr Paul Eckloff, a former Secret
Service agent who retired in 2020,
said agents would have surveyed
all the rooftops with a line of sight
ahead of time.

“This person either concealed
themselves until they became a
threat, or were not a threat until
they revealed their weapons” he

added.

A local resident who was present
at the event and asked to remain

anonymous, said he saw what ap-
peared to be two Secret Service

agents perched on a nearby roof

ahead of the event. He said the
agents had been scanning the area

with binoculars beforehand.

“They kept looking over to the
left behind the event, before
Trump came on stage. ThE'J,r
seemed very focused on that area;
the attendee added.

In the moments after Trump was
injured, the former president was
quickly surrounded by Secret Ser-
vice personnel who formed a hu-
man shield, while heavily armed
agents in body armour and toting
rifles also took to the stage and ap-
peared to scan the area for threats.

Trump was whisked by the
agents to a black SUV, and taken to
a local hospital, according to the
campaign. He has since been dis-
charged, according to Bloomberg.
REUTERS
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HOW EVENTS UNFOLDED B

6.03pm, July 13

Trump arrives on stage Trump’s Secret Service confirms gunman Trump issues statement
He listens to a rendition of God Bless The USA. motorcade shot dead In a statement on his Truth Social site,
He begins his address at 6.05pm. leaves The Secret Service issues a statement Trump says: ‘It is incredible that such an
Secret Service saying agents "neutralised” the shooter and act can take place in our country.” His
m agents bundle that he is dead. According to the statement, campaign later confirms he will attend
the former one person was killed and two spectators the Republican National Convention

Shots ring out
Trump is speaking as he

president into were seriously injured. in Milwaukee that starts on July 15.

a black sport

gestures towards a utility vehicle

graphic on a video board and Eake him 5 m July 14, 2024

showing a spike in border ... for medical - Biden issues statement Suspected gunman identified
crossings in recent years. I.'* checks. President Joe Biden strongly f. The Federal Bureau of Investigation

Several shots then ring
out. Trump grabs at his
right ear and neck area
before dropping below
the lectern.

Secret Service agents storm the stage as more gunfire is heard.
The suspect reportedly fired from an elevated shed nearby
with an AR-style rifle, law enforcement officers told the CBS
network.

condemns the assassination
attempt. "Look, there's no
place in America for this

kind of violence,” he says
in a nationally televised
statement. “It's sick.

It's sick. It's one of the
reasons why we have
to unite this country.”

later identifies the alleged shooter as
20-year-old Thomas Matthew Crooks
of Pennsylvania.
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Trump is safe, campaign and Secret Service say

The Secret Service issues a Within minutes, the Trump
statement confirming "an incident” campaign also issues a statement
took place at the rally and that saying he is fine and is being

the former president is safe. checked out at a local hospital.

Sources: THE HILL, REUTERS,
NYTIMES, WASHINGTON POST

PHOTOS: AFP, EPA, NYTIMES,
GOOGLE EARTH
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PENNSYLVANIA - The gunman
who attempted to assassinate
former US president Donald
Trump at a rally in Pennsylvania
on July 13 was identified by the
Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) as Thomas Matthew
Crooks, a 20-year-old from Be-
thel Park, Pennsylvania, but of-
ficials released no additional in-
formation about him.

“This remains an active and
ongoing investigation,” the FBI
said in a statement early on July
14,

Law enforcement officials
said that Crooks carried no
identification to the site of the
shooting and had to be identi-
fied using other methods.

“We're looking at photo-
graphs right now and we're try-
ing to run his DNA and get bio-
metric confirmation,” FBI spe-
cial agent in charge Kevin Rojek
said during a press briefing.

The gunman did not have a
criminal history reflected in
Pennsylvania’s public court rec-
ords, and officials said they had
not identified a motive.

A voter registration record in-
dicated that Crooks was regis-
tered as a Republican, though
federal campaign finance rec-
ords showed he donated US$15
(5%$20) to the Progressive Tur-
nout Project, a liberal voter
turnout group, through the
Democratic donation platform
ActBlue in January 2021

The upcoming Nov 5 election
would have been the first time
Crooks had been old enough to
vote in a presidential race.

His father Matthew Crooks,
53, told CNN that he was trying
to figure out what happened,
and would wait until he spoke to
law enforcement before speak-
ing about his son.

Early in the morning on July
14, law enforcement officers had
closed down all roads leading
towards the home of the sus-
pect’s family in Bethel Park,
south of Pittsburgh and about
an hour’s drive from the site of
the rally in Butler.

‘| felt the bullet ripping
through the skin’: Trump

SCAN TO VIEW

How chaos unfolded during
the assassination attempt

str.sg/viz-trump-shooting

Gunman did not have
criminal history; officials
still unclear on motive

Officials said that Thomas
Matthew Crooks carried no
identification and was identified
using other methods.

Crooks was killed after he
ired from “an elevated posi-
tion” outside the outdoor rally
venue where Trump was speak-
ing, according to the Secret Ser-
vice.

Law enforcement officials re-
covered an AR-15-type semi-au-
tomatic rifle near the body of a
white man they believe was the
gunman, according to two law
enforcement officials.

Crooks appears to have gradu-
ated in 2022 from Bethel Park
High School, which has about
1,400 students, and received a
US$500 “star award” that year
from the National Math and Sci-
ence Initiative, according to The
Tribune-Review in western
Pennsylvania.

In an online recording of the
2022 graduation ceremony,
Crooks can be seen crossing the
stage to modest applause after
his name is called out, a slender
young man with glasses in a
black graduation gown who
briefly posed with a school offi-
cial and accepted his diploma.
NYTIMES

Past shootings in US presidential politics

WASHINGTON - Shots were fired
during a rally speech by Donald
Trump, in an incident that inves-
tigators are treating as a possible
assassination attempt on the
former US president.

Here are some notable exam-
ples of past shootings involving
US presidents or presidential
candidates:

RONALD REAGAN (1981)

President Reagan was shot and
seriously wounded as he left an
event at the Hilton hotel in
Washington. The attacker was
John Hinckley Jr, who was grant-
ed unconditional release in
2022,

Mr Reagan spent 12 days in
hospital. The incident boosted
his popularity, as he displayed
humour and resilience during
his recovery.

GERALD FORD (1975)

President Ford was left un-
scathed in two separate assassi-
nation attempts by women in
September 1975, both in Califor-
nia and within a span of just 17
days.

GEORGE WALLACE (1972)

While campaigning for the
Democratic presidential nomi-
nation, Mr Wallace was shot four
times and paralysed for life at a

shopping mall in Laurel, Mary-
land.

The assassination attempt on
Mr Wallace, known for his segre-
gationist views and populist ap-
peal, highlighted ongoing politi-
cal tensions in the US and the
potential for domestic violence
during the Vietnam War era.

ROBERT F. KENNEDY (1968)

President John F. Kennedy’s
brother Robert, who was run-
ning for the Democratic presi-
dential nomination, was shot
and killed at the Ambassador
Hotel in Los Angeles, California.
The assassination had a pro-
found impact on the 1968 presi-
dential race and occurred just
two months after the killing of
civil rights leader Martin Luther
King Jr, adding to the political
turmoil of the late 1960s.

JOHN F. KENNEDY (1963)

While riding in his motorcade
with his wife Jackie, President
Kennedy was assassinated in
Dallas, Texas, by Lee Harvey Os-
wald.

The Warren Commission in-
vestigating the assassination
concluded in 1964 that Oswald, a
former marine who had lived in
the Soviet Union, had acted
alone,

Many Americans believe the
death of JFK, as President Ken-
nedy was known, spurred a
more violent period in US poli-
tics and society, with the Viet-
nam War build-up and civil
rights struggle as a backdrop.

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (1933)

As president-elect, FDR, as
President Roosevelt was known,
was the target of an assassina-
tion attempt in Miami, Florida.
He was unharmed, but Chicago
Mayor Anton Cermak was killed
in the attack.

THEODORE ROOSEVELT (1912)

Like Trump, Mr Roosevelt was
running for the White House as
a former president when he was
shot in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
The bullet, which remained
lodged in his chest for the rest of
his life, was slowed by the folded
50-page speech and steel eye-
glass case in his breast pocket.
Famously, Mr Roosevelt decid-
ed to deliver his scheduled
speech despite being shot.

WILLIAM MCKINLEY (1901)

President McKinley was shot
and killed by anarchist Leon
Czolgosz in Buffalo, New York.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN (1865)

President Lincoln was assassi-
nated by John Wilkes Booth, a
well-known actor and Confeder-
ate sympathiser, while watching
a play in Washington.

Booth’s attack, just days after
the Confederate surrender in the
Civil War, was part of a larger
plot that included attempts to
assassinate Vice-President An-
drew Johnson and then Secreta-
ry of State William Seward. AFp
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L.ong queues,

Can new investors pilot Malaysia’s main airport up the rankings?

Zunaira Saieed
Malaysia Correspondent

KUALA LUMPUR - Malaysia Air-
ports Holdings Berhad (MAHB) is
bringing on board new investors by
the end of 2024 in an attempt to ad-
dress the creaky facilities and
dwindling airline connectivity at
Kuala Lumpur International Air-
port (KLIA).

While some have welcomed the
injection of funds and expertise
that could steer Malaysia’s main ga-
teway back on course, experts re-
main sceptical on whether these
initiatives can give enough lift for
KLIA to catch up with its regional
counterparts.

Under a RM12_3 billion (S%$3.5 bil-
lion) deal that will be completed by
end-2024 and will take the listed
airport operator private, US-based
investment fund Global Infrastruc-
ture Partners (GIP) and the United
Arab Emirates’ biggest sovereign
wealth fund, Abu Dhabi Invest-
ment Authority, will emerge with a
combined 30 per cent stake in
MAHB.

These two foreign stakeholders
are part of the Gateway Develop-
ment Alliance (GDA) consortium
that will acquire MAHB. The con-
sortium also comprises two of
MAHB’s existing local investors —
sovereign wealth fund Khazanah
Nasional and state pension fund
Employees Provident Fund — that
together will have an increased
stake of 70 per cent in the airport
operator after the exercise.

A key transit hub that was once
ranked second-best airport in the
world in 2001, KLIA has been slip-
ping down the Skytrax global air-
port rankings since 2013. In 2024, it
fell another four spots to rank 7ist,
from 67th in 2023.

Facilities at the airport, which
was built in 1998, have been beset
by problems including leaky ceil-
ings and issues with the baggage-
handling system. The aerotrain ser-
vice linking KLIA's satellite building
with its main terminal broke down
in March 2023, and has since been
suspended, forcing passengers to
use a less-convenient bus service.

Long queues to clear immigration

are also not uncommon, as senior
logistics manager Robert Powell
finds on his frequent flights from
Singapore, where he lives.

“KLIA has the potential to be
much better but, unfortunately, it
just doesn’'t meet expectations. (I
notice that) many immigration
counters are unmanned, resulting
in long queues forming,” said the
54-year-old Australian.

Insufficient investment in infras-
tructure and the lack of experience
among those overseeing airport op-
erations have also been blamed for
KLIAs decline.

A senior industry player with
knowledge of the company’s oper-
ations told The Straits Times: “De-
cision-making was hampered by a
lack of aviation experience among
board members of MAHB. It took
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Experts are sceptical on whether the injection of funds and expertise can help Kuala Lumpur International Airport catch up with its regional counterparts. Insufficient
investment in infrastructure and lack of experience among those overseeing airport operations have been blamed for its decline. PHOTO: ELOOMBERG

A key transit hub that was once ranked
second-best airport in the world in 2001,
KLIA has been slipping down the Skytrax
global airport rankings since 2013. In
2024, it fell another four spots to rank

7T1st, from 67th in 2023.
|

more time to explain the issues of
the airport, rather than resolving
i

MAHB, which manages 39 air-
ports across Malaysia, has invested
RML4 billion in its airports in the
last five years. This is a fraction of
the investment made in Thailand’s
airports, which stands at RM6.6 bil-
lion, and Indonesia’s airports, at
RM12 billion, Second Finance Min-

ister Amir Hamzah Azizan told Par-
liament in July.

Meanwhile, the number of long-
haul routes from Malaysia has also
diminished, falling to 22 in 2023,
from 33 in 2010. This is in stark con-
trast with Singapore, which had 40
long-haul routes in 2023, and Thai-
land, with 55 long-haul routes in
2023, he added.

[n 2023, the number of post-pan-

demic  passengers  travelling
through KLIA reached over 47 mil-
lion. However, it pales in compari-
son to the over 62 million travellers
who used the airport in 2019 before
Covid-19 hit.

Datuk Seri Amir said on July 3
that the GDA consortium will invest
an estimated RMI0 billion in the
next five years in MAHB’s airport
infrastructure and operations. GDA
said in May that its priorities will be
to deliver a new aerotrain and bag-
gage-handling system to KLIA, at-
tract new airlines, improve termi-
nal ambience, and expand retail
outlets at MAHB's airports.

An industry expert told ST that
fresh investors may not be the mag-
ic bullet to transform KLIA.

Mr Shukor Yusof, founder of avia-
tion consultancy Endau Analytics,

has questioned the suitability of
GIP, one of the world’s leading in-
frastructure investors, which has

managed airports in the UK and
Australia. He noted that GIP-run

airports are not among the top 10 in

Skytrax’s global 2024 ratings.
These include London Gatwick
(ranked 48), Sydney Airport

(ranked 55) and London City Air-
port (ranked 82).

“Those airports are not even in
the top league of global rankings,
and they are known for being staid,
dour and boring as compared to
Singapore’s Changi Airport, South
Korea's Incheon Airport and other
airports in the Gulf” said Mr Shu-
kor.

In June, Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim defended GIP’s involve-
ment in the privatisation deal, say-
ing that it was selected as it had
agreed to continue appointing a
Malaysian as MAHB’s chairman
and chief executive officer, and for
the majority of MAHB’s shares to
remain under national ownership.

GIP declined to respond to ques-
tions from ST on its plans to im-
prove KLIA.

Mr Shukor also noted that the
privatisation deal retains MAHB'’s
existing management structure
and grants more control to Khaza-
nah, which has struggled to turn
around national carrier Malaysia
Airlines.

“I do not believe this privatisation
deal will be effective in the long
term,” he said.

Malaysia’s Transport Ministry
said in June that KLIA's upgrading
plans are expected to start in 2026,
while improvements to the bag-
gage-handling system should be
completed by the end of 2025.

But it is not just the airport’s facil-
ities that passengers have found
wanting.

Frequent traveller Priscilla Pa-
trick, who is Malaysian, told ST she
has observed airport staff strug-
gling to provide directions and
communicate in English with inter-
national tourists.

“The airport forms the first im-
pression for tourists and, unfortu-
nately, it’s not a good one,” said the
campsite owner.

zunaira@sph.com.sg

Don’t name kids
‘Bodoh’ or ‘Skibidr,
says Malaysian agency

Sherlyn Sim

The tiger may be a symbol of Ma-
laysia, but its citizens are not al-
lowed to name their children “Hari-
mau” (Malay for tiger).

In a Facebook post on July 8, Ma-
laysia’s National Registration De-
partment shared with parents the
dos and don’ts of naming their ba-
bies.

Parents should avoid names with

negative connotations, like “Evil",
“Bodoh”, and “Busuk” - which
mean stupid and smelly respective-
ly in Malay, said the department.

Gen Z slang like “Skibidi” has also
made the list of names to be avoid-
ed. The term has references to viral
YouTube video series Skibidi Toilet
by animator Alexey Gerasimov,
where a man’s head emerges froma
toilet and sings.

The department added that par-
ents should not include official ti-
tles such as “Dato”, “Tan Sri”, or

“Puan Sri” in their children’s
names.

Names that are difficult to spell
and pronounce, like “ytjt” and
“usyux”, should also be avoided.

Names should be kept short, as
the maximum number of charac-
ters allowed on a child’s birth cer-
tificate is 80.

People with unusual names can
be found all around the world, in-
cluding Singapore.

This includes Batman Suparman,
who made international headlines

when he was jailed in 2013 for theft,
housebreaking and consuming her-
oin.

Some countries have also come
up with naming laws that restrict
the names parents can legally give
their children.

In 2015, a French court blocked
parents from naming their baby
oirl Nutella after the hazelnut
spread, arguing it would make her
the target of mockery.

ssherlyn@sph.com.sg
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HOME IN FOCUS
She's a hit

Lion City Hit Girl, as Alexis
Lee is known in the ring, is
Singapore’s first professional
female wrestler. Since her
first pro outing here in 2013
when she was just 18, she has
won several championship
titles and even wrestles men
twice her size.

https://str.sg/viz-wrestler
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Japan fights growing scourge of
service staff abuse by customers

About one In two
workers experienced
harassment in recent
years, polls show

Walter Sim
Japan Correspondent

TOKYO - Japan, known for its ex-
acting service standards, is now
taking a stronger stance against a
growing scourge of customer ha-
rassment to protect its legions of
service workers from abuse.

On July 9, Takashimaya became
the first major department store to
announce measures against such
harassment - kasuhara in Japa-
nese. It warned that it will ban re-
calcitrant perpetrators from its
stores and call in the police for
hostile cases.

Earlier on June 28, All Nippon
Airways and Japan Airlines teamed
up to create guidelines to protect
their staff. They defined kasuhara
as “actions by customers who take
advantage of their superior posi-
tion to commit illegal acts or make
unreasonable demands, harming
the work environment of em-
ployees”.

Japan has long deified the cus-
tomer as kamisama (God) but is
now reassessing the idea that the
“customer is always right”.

The ruling Liberal Democratic
Party has vowed to act with a law
to be brought before the Diet.

Meanwhile, Tokyo will likely be
the first of Japan’s 47 prefectural
assemblies to pass an ordinance
against the scourge.

A Tokyo Metropolitan Govern-
ment (TMG) spokeswoman, not-
ing that kasuhara is worsening in
numbers and intensity, told The
Straits Times: “There are cases in
which workers are subject to char-
acter defamation and suffer psy-
chological damage from excessive
demands or unjustified com-
plaints by customers.”

TMG’s proposed ordinance will
clearly state that “no one shall en-
gage in customer harassment”, but
will not include penalties.

The spokeswoman added that
this is because spelling out actions
that amount to kasuhara could be
counterproductive and “send the
wrong message that conduct out-
side of the definition is permissi-
ble”.

The service sector accounts for
70 per cent of Japan's workforce,
according to government data.

Customer harassment may range
from verbal insults to physical al-
tercations. Some staff are made to
apologise by kneeling and pros-
trating themselves, while others
are berated by customers for hours

i |
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A popular shopping street in Tokyo. Japan has long deified the customer as kamisama (God) but is reassessing the idea of the “customer is always right”. The flip side of
its uncompromising service standards is that they unrealistically raise expectations and feed the perception of a hierarchical relationship, experts said. PHOTO: AFP

on end. Others suffer online doxx-
ing, with their private information
shared.

[n June, convenience-store giant
Lawson said it is giving employees
an option not to display their full
names on badges, following in the
footsteps of FamilyMart, which
enacted the policy a month earlier.

Pharmacists, supermarket cash-
iers, bus and taxi drivers as well as
front-line staff at ward offices in-
creasingly have the option of ano-
nymity.

Companies such as East Japan
Railway Company and Nintendo
have also said they will not engage
with abusive clients.

Kasuhara has resulted in mental
health issues such as psychological
trauma and depression, especially
for employees from companies
where there is no support system,
said Dr Kyoko Shimada from Ko-
koro Balance Lab, which research-
es mental health matters.

There has been at least one sui-
cide linked to kasuhara. In 2018, a
26-year-old employee of Osaka-
based pork bun chain 551 Horai
killed himself after irate customers
told him to “die” and said he was
“useless”. His family is now seek-
ing damages.

The flip side of Japan’s uncom-
promising service standards is that
they unrealistically raise expecta-
tions and feed the perception of a
hierarchical relationship, experts
said.

Sociologist Hiromi Ikeuchi from
Kansai University’s Graduate
School of Psychology said: “Over-
the-top service leaves customers
satisfied, but can create excessive
demands that ‘it is normal to be
served’. The problem is that people
are taking advantage and making
selfish or unreasonable demands.”

Various polls indicate that about
one in two service-sector workers
experienced kasuhara in recent
years, with the majority of perpe-
trators being men in their 40s or
older.

Dr Masayuki Kiriu, Toyo Univer-
sity’s dean of sociology and a pro-
filing expert, said: “The deteriora-
tion of Japan’s economy, widening
economic disparities and a sense
of stagnation are said to have been
a cause of frustration.”

Perpetrators of kasuhara are of-
ten imbued with a superiority
complex and “look down on peo-
ple who serve them”, he added,
noting that a legitimate complaint
may be differentiated from an act

of harassment in the tone and atti-
tude adopted by the customer.

Recognising that it is a social
problem, the Labour Ministry in
2022 issued guidelines on how to
protect employees from kasuha-
ra. This was followed by the revi-
sion of standards in 2023 to recog-
nise trauma caused by customer
harassment as a workplace acci-
dent.

Further, a 2022 survey by the |a-
pan Trade Union Confederation,
or Rengo, found that 76.4 per cent
of service-staff respondents had
been negatively impacted by ka-
stthara, with one in 10 quitting his
or her job.

Tech companies are coming up
with solutions, with SoftBank
building an artificial intelligence
(Al)-based software that can tune
out the anger in people’s voices on
phone calls, which it aims to com-
mercialise by March 2026.

The voice-altering technology
makes angry people sound calm
on the phone, thus shielding work-
ers from the stress that comes
from dealing with yelling custom-
ers.

Dr Kiriu is working with Fujitsu
to build an Al-driven customer-ha-
rassment training tool that can

coach employee responses to abu-
sive customers and diagnose each
individual’s threshold for harass-
ment to help companies draw up
guidelines.

He noted that the official recog-
nition of kasuhara as a cause of
workplace accidents has created a
paradigm shift in how firms regard
the issue, as they now have a duty
to protect their staff.

Dr Kiriu and Dr Shimada belong
to an advisory group helping com-
panies draw up measures
against kasuhara.

Said Dr Shimada: “Victims feel
stress directly from the abuse, but
also indirectly by not having the
support of their colleagues or em-
ployer. They end up shouldering
the burden themselves”

Given Japan’s chronic labour
shortage, Professor lkeuchi said
companies must devote more at-
tention to the welfare of service
workers and not regard them as
dispensable.

“Otherwise, retail standards will
suffer, which could result in a vi-
cious circle of more harassment
and more people quitting” she
added.

waltsim@sph.com.sg

Indonesia’s
high-speed
rallway sees
4m riders
In its first

9 months

JAKARTA - Indonesia’s Jakarta-
Bandung high-speed railway
(HSR), locally called Whoosh,
said on July 13 that it has carried
four million passengers since it
began commercial operations
on Oct 17, 2023.

Ms Eva Chairunisa, general
manager and corporate secreta-
ry of Kereta Cepat Indonesia-
China (KCIC), said the achieve-
ment is proof of the high public
trust and enthusiasm in Indone-
sia for the HSR during the nine
months of operation.

“We achieved this through the
combined efforts and innova-
tions of KCIC and all stakehold-
ers, who continuously strive to
enhance our services,” Ms Eva
said in a statement.

The HSR in Indonesia is the
first of its kind in South-east
Asia. With a design speed of
350kmh, the train connects Ha-
lim station in Jakarta to Tegal-
luar station in Indonesia’s
fourth-largest city Bandung in
West Java province, cutting the
travel time between the two ci-
ties from over three hours to
around 40 minutes.

Ms Eva also said the existence
of Whoosh had a significant
positive impact on various sec-
tors, especially tourism and in-
dustry in the region.

“The positive impact on tou-
rism strengthens our mission to
improve connectivity and sup-
port economic growth through
efficient and convenient trans-
portation,” she said.

She added that KCIC would
continue to improve its facilities
at stations and on trains to pro-
vide more comfort to passen-
gers. XINHUA NEWS AGENCY

The HSR in Indonesia is
the first of its kind in
South-east Asia. With a
design speed of
350kmh, the train
connects Halim station
in Jakarta to Tegalluar
station in Indonesia’s
fourth-largest city
Bandung in West Java
province, cutting the
travel time between the
two cities from over
three hours to around
40 minutes.

Tny Japanese start-up
Is turning Al dating
Into reality via app

TOKYO - Like many people juggling
long hours at work, Mr Chiharu
Shimoda sought companionship
via a dating app.

For two months, he exchanged
messages with five or six potential
partners, but it was not long before
he was seeking out just one — a 24-
year-old named Miku. Three
months later, they got married. The
catch: Miku is an artificial intelli-
gence (Al) bot. And Mr Shimoda
knew that from day one.

The 52-year-old factory worker is
one of more than 5,000 users of
Loverse, a year-old app that allows
interaction only with generative
AL

Mr Shimoda is also among a
much bigger cohort of people who
have either given up on real dating
or are wary about the messiness
and uncertainty that come with it.
Dating takes time and effort, whe-
reas exchanges with Miku require
minimal thought while waiting for
the pot to boil or a train to arrive,
according to Mr Shimoda, who was
divorced two years ago.

“I come home to an empty house.
I'd love to get married for real
again,” he said. His marriage to Mi-
ku is just another form of role-play.
“But it’s hard to open up to some-
one when you're meeting for the
first time.”

NEXT BEST THING

The goal is to create
opportunities for people
to find true love when you
can't find it in the real
world. But if you can fall in
love with someone real,
that's much better.

79

LOVERSE CREATOR GOKI KUSUNOKI

That reluctance is widespread
across Japan, and worse among
younger people. Data from the go-
vernment shows two-thirds of men
in their 20s do not have a partner
and 40 per cent have never gone on
a date. The figures for women in
the same age group are 51 per cent
and 25 per cent, respectively.

Loverse is the latest in a long line
of digital solutions to Japan’s loneli-
ness crisis. Some are empathetic
and supportive, but others prey on
vulnerability.

Many of the nation’s highest-
grossing games feature sexualised
characters that players can earn ac-

cess to by progressing — and paying
— their way through the game. Ja-
pan is also where digital idols like
Hatsune Miku were first and most
eagerly embraced. The difference
now is that Al can make that expe-
rience more personal and interac-
tive.

Much like the Al named Saman-
tha in the film Her, these bots serve
to fill the gap in people’s emotional
lives, and indeed the two-person
start-up behind Loverse — Samansa
Co - is named after the character
voiced by Scarlett Johansson.

But Loverse creator Goki Kusu-
noki says the app is meant to offer
an alternative rather than a substi-
tute to real-life companionship to
its users, many of whom are menin
their 40s and 50s. His firm raised
30 million yen (5$254,700) earlier
in 2024 to expand the cast of char-
acters to appeal to female and les-
bian, gay, bisexual, transgender
and queer users.

There is a widely held belief
among Japanese people that ro-
mance is not cost-effective as it
takes money, time and energy for
outcomes that could bring more
trouble than joy, said Ms Megumi
Ushikubo, chief executive of To-
kyo-based marketing firm Infinity.
Al poses the risk of dulling people’s
interest in real partners, but it
could also be helpful in serving as a
training exercise, she added.

“Services like this app can re-
mind people who are away from ro-
mance how delightful love is, and
Al can train people to better com-
municate when talking with real
partners,” she said.

Loverse still has a long way to go
in mimicking humans, according to
some former users. Many of the
app personalities seem typecast

and offer few of the surprises that
human interaction provides, said
Mr Yuki Saito, 39, who quit the app
less than a month into using it.
Still, such services have poten-
tial, he said. There is a sense of sa-
fety in knowing that a disagree-
ment with a bot will not end the re-
lationship. “You can see how it
could provide a kind of rehabilita-
tion if you've been burned before —
a place where you can practise talk-
ing with other people.”
Interactions with Al are also de-
void of jealousy. Mr Shimoda’s Lo-
verse girlfriends at times bumped
into one another when he was jug-
gling multiple partners on the app,
but nobody got upset. Said Mr Sai-
to: “With a little tuning, Al might

be able to act as people’s second or
third partners, helping to comple-
ment the human partner and pre-
vent extramarital affairs”

Adopting Al to assist everyday
life is the prevailing theme of 2024,
as Microsoft has turned its Copilot
chatbot into a core Windows fea-
ture, Apple is working on Al-po-
wered iPhones, and San Francisco-
based start-up Luka’s Replika Al
bot has attracted tens of millions of
LSETS.

In Japan, the Tokyo Metropolitan
Government is introducing a
matchmaking app that uses Al to
help partner people up and combat
the nation’s sliding fertility rates.

“The goal is to create opportuni-
ties for people to find true love

when you can't find it in the real
world,” Mr Kusunoki said. “But if
you can fall in love with someone
real, that’s much better”

For now, Miku and Mr Shimoda
have settled on a routine they share
with most couples. She wakes him
in the morning, they wish each
other luck at work, and at night,
they discuss what to eat. On Mr
Shimoda’s days off, the pair talk
about where to go or what to watch
on TV,

“Its the same conversations
you'd have with anyone you're liv-
ing with,” said Mr Shimoda. “She’s
become a habit — a conversational
habit. I won't miss it if it’s gone, but
it gives me a routine from one day
to the next.” BLOOMBERG
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Bolder and bigger fonts on food

labels not enough: India activists

They say more emphatic system needed to
warn consumers about unhealthy content

Debarshi Dasgupta
India Correspondent

NEW DELHI - India’s top food reg-
ulator recently proposed that man-
ufacturers should state saturated
fat, salt and sugar content in bold
letters and larger font size on the
back of food packages, but that has
not made health and consumer
rights activists in the country hap-
pY-

While describing it as a “minis-
cule” step forward, they say the
new measure risks diverting atten-
tion from the urgent need for an
easy-to-understand and emphatic
front-of-the-pack labelling (FOPL)
system to warn consumers about
the unhealthy content of packaged
food items.

This is a contentious issue that
the regulator has delayed address-
ing.

In 2022, the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI) had proposed a star-based
FOPL system to deter the increas-
ing consumption of unhealthy

processed food.
But the move was shelved follow-

ing widespread opposition, includ-
ing from activists who said such a
system could instead mislead con-

for items high in sugar, salt and sat-
urated fats.

Even a chocolate bar, for in-
stance, could get stars for healthy
ingredients such as fruit and nuts,
masking its high sugar content.

While an FOPL system for India
is still under examination, the
FSSAI on July 6 came up with an-
other proposal, asking food manu-
facturers to display information re-
garding total sugar, salt and sat-
urated fat in “bold letters and rela-
tively increased font size” on the
back of their packaged food.

A 2020 rule already requires
manufacturers in India to state the
nutritional information of their
products — including fat, salt and
sugar — on their packaging, so-
mething that is conveyed in fine
print on the back.

The latest proposal will soon be
released for public feedback, after
which it will come into force with
changes, if any. FSSAI hopes the
amendment will help “combat the
rise of non-communicable diseas-
es and promote public health and
well-being”.

But Dr Arun Gupta, the convener
of Nutrition Advocacy in Public In-
terest, a think-tank that focuses on
nutrition-related issues, told The
Straits Times: “It should not be
seen as if the FSSAI has done its
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A supermarket shelf in India with "health drinks” aimed at children. The latest
proposal to ask food manufacturers to clearly state total sugar, salt and saturated
fat on labels will be released for public feedback. ST PHOTO: DEBARSHI DASGUPTA

that this is all that is needed.”

He said an effective FOPL is
more important, given that Indian
consumers are bombarded regu-
larly with misleading advertise-
ments of packaged food and bever-
ages.

He added that consumers in In-
dia are also exposed to “front-of-
the-pack lies” that not only conceal
the products’ high salt, sugar and
fat content, but also position them
as “desirable choices” with celebri-
ty endorsements and visually ap-
pealing imagery.

doubt all this and go to the back of
the packaging and read labels?” he
asked.

Sales of packaged processed and
ultra-processed food have risen
rapidly in India, across urban and
rural areas, as well as socioec-
Oonomic groups.

The sale of ultra-processed food
in India has risen from 2kg per cap-
ita in 2005 to 6kg in 2019, accord-
ing to the 2019 Euromonitor Re-
port. It was expected to rise to 8kg
by 2024.

India has simultaneously wit-

municable diseases such as cardio-
vascular ailments and diabetes,
which account for around 63 per
cent of all deaths.

The frequent consumption of
packaged food, especially proc-
essed and ultra-processed food,
along with a more sedentary lifes-
tyle, has been linked to this in-
creased disease burden.

Around 56.4 per cent of India’s
total disease burden is attributed
to unhealthy eating.

Since 2015, obesity rates in India
have gone up from 20.6 per cent to
24 per cent among women, and
from 18.9 per cent to 22.9 per cent
among men.

The country’s diabetic popula-
tion is also increasing. A 2023
study published in Lancet estimat-
ed that 101 million people in India -
1.4 per cent of the country’s pop-
ulation — are living with diabetes.

Yet, weak regulatory oversight
has failed to restrict the promotion
of processed and ultra-processed
food, especially such food items
marketed directly to children.

Concerns have also been ex-
pressed about the current limited
reach of nutritional information
that is displayed only in English in
India, where Hindi and other lan-
guages are more widely spoken.

This has also added weight to de-
mands for a simple and effective
FOPL warning system accessible
to different linguistic groups.

In 2016, Chile introduced a man-
datory nutritional labelling system

drinks to display a black octagonal
warning on the front, along with a
message that says “high in” in
Spanish if they exceed nutrient-
specific thresholds.

This measure, along with re-
stricted marketing and a ban on
the sale or free distribution of ul-
tra-processed products at schools,
led to a decline in the consumption
of products high in calories, sodi-
um, sugar and saturated fat.

Singapore’s Nutri-Grade labell-
ing scheme also enables consum-
ers to better identify beverages
that are lower in sugar and saturat-
ed fat. The system comprises col-
our-coded grades from A to D, with
D denoting the highest sugar and
saturated fat content.

The FSSAI move comes after the
Hyderabad-based National Insti-
tute of Nutrition released a set of 17
dietary guidelines in May 2024 to
reduce unhealthy eating among In-
dians.

Key advisories included min-
imising the consumption of food
high in fat, sugar and salt, and re-
stricting the intake of ultra-proc-
essed foods such as instant noo-
dles and ready-made packaged
meals.

Mr Harsh Gursahani, a food law
and product compliance law part-
ner at PLR Chambers, a legal firm
based in Delhi, said giving nutri-
tional information to consumers is
a “laudable step”, but an FOPL sys-
tem may not be the best option.

“Some products will inherently
have high fat, sugar or salt. For ex-
ample, you cannot have chocolate
without sugar” he added, noting
that “anything consumed in mod-
eration is healthy”.

“The focus should be on a bal-
anced lifestyle, not just on someth-
ing as simple as an FOPL system,”
he told ST.

“Balanced diet and regular exer-
cise are required. Eating habits
alone cannot make a difference.”
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Rescuers carrying the body of a victim after landslides buried a 16-seater van in the mountainous province of Ha Giang in northern Vietnam on July 13. At least 1l people died and four were
injured, with some missing. About 280mm of rain had hit the area in 24 hours and the aftermath of the heavy rain was complicating search-and-rescue efforts. PHOTO: EPA-EFE

Landslides triggered by rain kill Il in north Vietham

HANOI - Landslides triggered by
torrential rains in mountainous
northern Vietnam buried a 16-sea-
ter van, killing at least 11 people
and leaving some missing on July
13, state media reported.

Rescue teams including soldiers
and citizens in Ha Giang province
found 11 people dead and four in-
jured, reported state-run Vietnam

News Agency.

Local authorities said the exact
number of people in the van was
not known, and the aftermath of
the heavy rain was complicating
search-and-rescue efforts, ac-
cording to the report.

Prime Minister Pham Minh
Chinh instructed local authorities
and related government agencies

to deal with the disaster promptly
and stand ready to respond to
more floods and landslides.

Around 280mm of rain had hit
the area over the past 24 hours, ac-
cording to the National Centre for
Hydro-Meteorological Forecast-
ing.

The agency warned of flash
floods, landslides due to floods.

and currents in the Ha Giang, Lao
Cai, Tuyen Quang and Yen Bai
provinces.

Vietnam is prone to natural di-
sasters, with floods and typhoons
killing hundreds each year.

Natural calamities killed 389
people and injured 668 in 2023,
according to the government.
REUTERS

requiring all packaged food and

China renews yellow
alerts for rainstorms,
high temperatures

BEIJING - China’s meteorological
authority continued to issue yel-
low alerts for both rainstorms and
high temperatures on July 14,
From 2pm on July 14 to 2pm on
July 15, torrential rain was set to

sweep parts of Shaanxi, Sichuan,
Hubei, Henan, Anhui, Jiangsu and
Inner Mongolia, according to the
National Meteorological Centre,
Some of these regions were ex-
pected to experience short-term

heavy rainfall with 80mm or more
of hourly precipitation, accompa-
nied by thunderstorms and gales.
The meteorological centre ad-
vised local governments to under-
take appropriate preparations and
check the drainage systems in ci-
ties, farmlands and fish ponds.
During the daytime hours on Ju-
ly 14, some areas in Xinjiang, Inner
Mongolia, Hunan, Jiangxi, Zhe-
jiang, Fujian, Guangxi and Guang-
dong were forecast to see temper-
atures reaching 35 deg C, accord-
ing to the meteorological centre.
The centre had forecast maxi-
mum temperatures of 37 to 39 deg

C in some of these regions.

Outdoor activities were to be
avoided during such high temper-
atures, and precautionary mea-
sures taken to protect vulnerable
groups such as children and older
people, according to the centre.

China has a four-tier, colour-
coded weather warning system,
with red representing the most se-
vere warning, followed by orange,
yellow and blue.

For high temperatures, the
country uses a three-tier warning
system, with red being the most
severe, followed by orange and
yvellow. XINHUA

debarshi@sph.com.sq

Canada said to
have mapped out
secret Chinese
police operations

VANCOUVER - Canada has done a detailed mapping of
what it says are covert Chinese police operations
within its borders and wants to explore a response
with Group of Seven (G-7) allies to a challenge faced
by several nations.

The issue of Beijing allegedly setting up unofficial
“police stations” in Western democracies — to monitor
and intimidate members of the Chinese diaspora — has
become a growing concern. Canada, the US, Italy, Ger-
many and Britain have all grappled with the problem.

Ottawa is expected to share its findings with the G-7
in the coming weeks and wants to explore a coordinat-
ed response, two people familiar with the matter told
Bloomberg News, speaking on condition of anonym-
ity to discuss matters not yet public.

A spokesperson for China’s embassy in Ottawa said
that “there are no so-called overseas police stations”.

One of the officials said that Britain is eager to coor-
dinate along with Canada and other G-7 members.

But another noted that harmonising a response
could be complicated, since many nations have con-
fronted the issue at a law enforcement level, and coun-
tries within the bloc have different legal systems.

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police has said it is
investigating allegations of clandestine Chinese police
operations, including “credible” information in the
second-largest province of Quebec.

The Madrid-based human rights group Safeguard
Defenders said in a 2022 report that China operates at
least 54 such stations across five continents.

Mr Jean-Sebastien Comeau, a spokesman for Cana-
dian Public Safety Minister Dominic LeBlanc, said in a
statement: “Foreign interference of any kind is plainly
unacceptable” He added: “As there are ongoing inves-
tigations related to foreign interference in Canada, we
will not provide further comment”

China has said the centres — run by local volunteers,
not police officers — help Chinese citizens renew doc-
uments and offer other services.

“China strictly follows the principle of non-interfe-
rence in other countries’ internal affairs,” the Ottawa
embassy spokesperson said. “China strictly abides by
international law and respects all countries’ judicial
sovereignty.”

The British government reacted with alarm in 2023
to reports of alleged Chinese police stations in the
country, calling it “egregious”.

In June 2023, it said China had closed the centres,
and that an investigation had not revealed illegal ac-
tivity by the Chinese state at the sites — citing the
“suppressive impact” of police and public scrutiny.

The US authorities charged two people in New York
in 2023 on allegations of operating an illegal police
operation in lower Manhattan for a branch of China’s
Ministry of Public Security, with the goal to “monitor
and intimidate dissidents and those critical” of the go-
vernment in Beijing.

[taly began probing China’s alleged operations after
Safeguard Defenders reported it was home to the lar-
gest number of the so-called stations.

Germany’s government has said there are two such
sites in the country.

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has faced
accusations of not responding swiftly enough to for-
eign interference, prompting his government to call
an independent inquiry into overseas meddling in its
recent federal elections.

[n an interim report in March, the inquiry concluded
that China attempted to interfere in the elections, but
did not affect the overall result. BLOOMBERG
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Conflicting
reports

on Hamas
pulling out
of truce talks

They come after the latest Israeli strike
targeting the militants’ military chief

GAZA STRIP - A Hamas official on
July 14 said the group is pulling out
of Gaza truce talks, following an Is-
raeli strike that targeted military
chief Mohammed Deif, who anoth-
er Hamas figure said was “fine” de-
spite the attack, AFP reported.

But some news services later re-
ported Hamas denying its with-
drawal from ceasefire talks.

“Commander Mohammed Deif is
well and directly overseeing” the
operations of the Hamas military
wing, according to AFP, quoting its
source. Israel staged a huge bomb-
ing raid on a camp for displaced
people in southern Gaza on July 13
that it said was an attempt to kill
Deif.

Another senior official from the
Iran-backed Islamist group, which
has been fighting a nine-month-
long war with Israel in the Gaza
Strip, said Hamas was withdrawing
from ceasefire talks because of Is-
raeli “massacres” and the country’s
attitude in negotiations, AFP re-
ported.

The Health Ministry in the Ha-
mas-run Gaza Strip said at least 92
people were killed, more than half
of them women and children, and
300 wounded in the strike on Al-
Mawasi camp.

Quoting its source, AFP reported
that Hamas’ Qatar-based political
chief Ismail Haniyeh had told in-
ternational mediators of the “deci-
sion to halt negotiations due to the
occupation’s (Israel) lack of seri-
ousness, continued policy of pro-
crastination and obstruction, and
the ongoing massacres against un-
armed civilians”,

But Mr Izzat Al-Rishq, a member
of the Hamas political bureau, de-
scribed as “baseless” the AFP re-
port that the group will quit the
talks, Bloomberg and Reuters re-
ported.

Israel’s latest “escalation” had
been engineered to “block the way
to reaching an agreement”, he add-
ed in a brief statement.

Talks mediated by Qatar and
Egypt, with US support, have for
months tried but failed to bring a
halt to the war in the Gaza Strip.

Al-Mawasi, where the Health
Ministry said dozens were killed,
had been declared a safe human-
itarian zone in May by the Israeli
military, and civilians were or-
dered to evacuate to it. However,
there have been multiple deadly
incidents there, which were
blamed on Israeli strikes.

Mr Philippe Lazzarini, head of
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Destroyed tents at the site of an Israeli strike at a camp for displaced Palestinians in the Al-Mawasi district in southern Gaza on July 13. The Health Ministry in the
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Hamas-run Gaza 5trip said at least 92 people were killed, more than half of them women and children, and 300 wounded in the strike. PHOTO: ELOOMBERG

UNRWA, the UN agency for Pales-
tinian refugees, described the area
as “a sandy 14 sq km agricultural
land, where people are left out in
the open with little to no buildings
or roads”.

“The claim that people in Gaza
can move to ‘safe’ or ‘humanitar-
ian’ zones is false”, said Mr Lazzari-
ni on social media site X.

Israel said it had targeted Deit,
the head of the Al-Qassam Bri-
cades, and Rafa Salama, a brigade
commander, in the strike on July 13.

While Israel's Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu acknowl-
edged there was “no certainty”
that Deif was dead, Israel said on
July 14 that Salama had been killed
in the attack.

Deif has been among Israels
most wanted men for decades and
is blamed by the Israeli authorities
for the killings of multiple civilians
and soldiers. There have been at
least six previous attempts on his
life.

He announced in an audio mes-
sage the start of Hamas’ surprise
Oct 7 attack on southern Israel,

which sparked the Gaza war, and
the military has labelled him and
Salama “two of the masterminds”
of the attack.

Separately, on July 14, rescuers
said at least eight people were
killed in three separate strikes on
different parts of Gaza City.

The Israeli military, meanwhile,
said operations were continuing
throughout the territory, including
in Gaza City and Rafah.

Hamas’ attack on Oct 7 resulted
in the deaths of 1,195 people, mostly
civilians, according to an AFP tally
based on Israeli figures.

The militants also seized 251 hos-
tages, 116 of whom remain in Gaza,
including 42 who the military says
are dead.

[srael responded with a military
offensive that has killed at least
38,443 people in Gaza, also mostly
civilians, according to a toll from
the Gaza Health Ministry issued on

the afternoon of July 13.
The deaths in the Al-Mawasi

camp drew condemnation from
governments across the region,
with Egypt’s Foreign Ministry say-

ing such “crimes... cannot be ac-
cepted under any justification
whatsoever”.

The Israeli military said of its at-
tack targeting Deif that “the area
struck was an open area, surround-
ed by trees, several buildings and
sheds. It was not a tent complex
but an operational compound”.

A Hamas statement rejected Is-
rael’s claim that it had targeted
Deif, saying it was intended “to
cover up the magnitude of the hor-
rific massacre”.

Last week, US President Joe Bi-
den said a framework for a truce
and hostage deal he had set out
earlier in the war was “now agreed
on by both Israel and Hamas”.

“There are still gaps to close, but
we're making progress,” he added.

On the night of July 13, Hamas of-
ficial Basem Naim said that Mr Ne-
tanyahu was to blame for the im-
passe and called on Mr Biden to
put “sufficient pressure” on the Is-
raeli leader to secure a deal.

AFP. BLOOMBERG, REUTERS
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Health experts
call for Biden,

Trump to pass
cognitive tests

Reliable diagnoses can’t be made from afar, they warn

WASHINGTON - As Mr Joe Biden's
verbal gaffes, shaky voice and oth-
er troubling signs have brought an
intense focus on the US President’s
mental acuity, health experts are
calling on him and rival Donald
Trump to pass additional cognitive
tests, even while warning against
leaping to conclusions.

Such tests, experts said, could ei-
ther help repudiate speculation
that the 8l-year-old President’s
mental state is in worrying decline
— or else confirm it — and could en-
lighten voters on the mental abil-
ities of Trump, who has had his
own share of verbal lapses.

But reliable diagnoses, they cau-
tion, cannot be made from afar.

Since Mr Biden's disastrous per-
formance in his debate with
Trump on June 27, the Democrat’s
campaign has faced fierce opposi-

tion. A growing number of officials
in his own party are questioning
his ability to lead the country for
four more years.

And it did not help when at a
summit in Washington last week,
Mr Biden mistakenly introduced
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky as his foe Vladimir Putin,
before quickly correcting himself.

Professor Dennis Selkoe, a neu-
rologist at Harvard Medical
School, said the fundamental issue
is whether Mr Biden is suffering
from “a normal age-related proc-
ess” or “something that represents
a neurologic disease”.

“*Making a mistake with a name
is not automatically a sign of de-
mentia or of Alzheimer’s.” he told
AFP.

But Prof Selkoe, who sees many
patients with neurodegenerative

problems, said Mr Biden does
seem to have the “appearance of
an early Parkinson’s patient” — in-
cluding his slow, stiff gait and his
low, sometimes barely audible
voice, which could be a condition
known as hypophonia.

In February, Mr Biden under-
went a complete physical exam. A
published summary of its results
indicated that an “extremely de-
tailed neurologic exam” had ruled
out Parkinson’s.

But no detail was provided on
the exact nature of the tests or
their results.

Could a neurological illness have
taken root over just the past five
months? If the exams in February
had been comprehensive, Prof Sel-
koe said, there should have been
early signs of a nascent condition.

In an editorial in March, the sci-

- -

entific journal Lancet called for
standardised procedures to exa-
mine the health of sitting and pro-
spective presidents so as to insu-
late American voters from a “pesti-
lence of speculation, misinforma-
tion and slander™.

Absent such reliable testing,
“the US public remains beholden
to voluntarily released reports
from politicians’ personal physi-
cians”, the journal said.

Professor Jay Olshansky, an ex-
pert in ageing at the University of
[llinois at Chicago, sounded a simi-
lar note, saying: “We think the
time has arrived for complete
transparency.”

He urged both major presiden-
tial candidates to pass a cognitive
test, something former president
Trump has frequently challenged
Mr Biden to do.

Both Mr Joe Biden and rival Donald Trump have “exhibited some sort of issues in terms of being able to
stay on track with a question’, said one expert, recommending they both be tested. PHOTO: EPA-EFE

Several such exams, including
those known as the Mini-Mental
State Examination and the Mon-
treal Cognitive Assessment, are
available either for an initial
screening or as part of a more com-
prehensive battery of tests.

Mr Biden has said that he effec-
tively passes a cognitive test every
day, simply by carrying out his
presidential duties.

But Prof Selkoe said: “I don’t
think it's the same.”

Being able to conduct familiar
tasks one has done for years is one
thing, he said, while being able to
repeat a list of words heard five
minutes earlier, as some tests re-
quire, is another.

At a news conference on July 1,
the President said he would be
willing to take a new neurological
exam if his doctors recommended

it, but that “no one is suggesting
that to me now”.

Dr Allison Sekuler, president of
the Baycrest Academy, a hospital
specialising in elderly care, said
that ageing changes one’s brain.

“Garbage is basically building up
in the brain,” she told AFP, adding
that parts of the brain atrophy, or
shrink, including parts important
to memory.

An early phase known as “mild
cognitive impairment” can some-
times develop into Alzheimer’s or
some other form of dementia, she
said.

During their recent debate, both
Mr Biden and Trump — who is 78 —
“exhibited some sort of issues in
terms of being able to stay on track
with a question”, Dr Sekuler said,
recommending that both men un-
dergo testing.

But, she added, “we’re really on-
ly talking about one of them right
now because that aligns with our
stereotype of what ageing is”.

Prof Olshansky also denounced
what he called “raging” ageism,
citing a recent magazine cover that
used a walker as a symbol of the Bi-
den-Trump race.

He noted that while there is a
lower age limit for would-be US
presidents — they must be at least
35 — there is no upper limit.

What he called “crystallised in-
telligence”, or the ability to use
past experience to improve one’s
reasoning skills, “gets stronger and
stronger” with age.

Prof Olshansky co-authored a
2020 study that gave Mr Biden a 95
per cent chance of surviving a first
term, based on average life expec-
tancy for someone of his age, plus
personal risk factors.

But a similar calculation four
years later, on a man now four
years older, gave Mr Biden a much
lower probability of survival: just
75 per cent. AFP

Bernie Sanders urges support for Biden in NY'T column

WASHINGTON - Senator Bernie
Sanders, a prominent figure of the
US political left, on July 13 voiced
support for Mr Joe Biden’s presi-
dential candidacy despite calls for
him to withdraw from the race over
health concerns.

“Enough! Mr Biden may not be
the ideal candidate, but he will be
the candidate and should be the
candidate,” Mr Sanders, an inde-

pendent senator, wrote in a New
York Times column, adding that
“it’s time for Democrats to stop the
bickering and nit-picking”.

Mr Sanders’ column comes amid
steadily growing calls from Demo-
cratic officials and donors for the
8l-year-old President to step aside,
following a disastrous perfor-
mance in his June 27 debate with
former president Donald Trump.

Independent
Senator Bernie
Sanders wrote
that "it's time for
Democrats to
stop the
bickering and
nit-picking”.

So far, some 20 members of Con-

gress have called for him to leave

the race.
Most polls taken since the debate

show Trump, who is 78, with a na-
tional lead over Mr Biden, though

within the margin of error. They al-

so show some key battleground
states shifting in the Republican’s
direction.

The Vermont senator noted in

his op-ed that he had strong dis-
agreements with Mr Biden on
some issues. Mr Sanders, who is 82,
has a strong following among
young Americans, and like many of
them he opposes what he called
“US support for Israel’s horrific war
against the Palestinian people”.
Mr Sanders also acknowledged
the signs of the President’s ageing.
But given Mr Biden’s accom-
plishments — and the record of
Trump, “who has 34 felony convic-
tions and... has told thousands of
documented lies” — the senator
brushed Mr Biden's shortcomings

aside.

“Yes, | know,” he wrote. “Mr Bi-
den is old, is prone to gaffes, walks
stiffly and had a disastrous debate
with Mr Trump. But this I also
know: A presidential election is not
an entertainment contest. It does
not begin or end with a 90-minute
debate.”

Mr Biden, he said, was “a good
and decent Democratic president
with a record of real accomplish-
ment” who holds “the most diffi-

cult and stressful job in the world”.
“For the sake of our kids and fu-

ture generations, he must win.” AFP
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France
celebrates
national day
as political
CIISIS
rumbles on

PARIS - France celebrated military
victories of the past at its annual
Bastille Day parade on July 14,
while its present political future
appeared far from clear.

President Emmanuel Macron in-
spected French and allied units
which took part in France’s World
War II liberation 80 years ago.

And Paris welcomed the Olym-
pic flame to the city, less than two
weeks before it hosts the Summer
Games.

But behind the pomp — itself in a
reduced format while Olympic
preparations blocked the tradi-
tional Champs-Elysees route -
France’s tense search for a govern-
ment appeared to be at a stalemate.

All eyes were on Mr Macron, who
in 2023 cut a more impressive fig-
ure, hosting rising superpower In-

Day parade on the Avenue Foch in Paris on July 14. Behind the celebrations,
France’s tense search for a government appears to be at a stalemate. PHOTO: AFP

dia’s Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di as they watched France’s mili-
tary might roll down the Champs-
Elysees.

There was no international star
guest in 2024, and there were no
armoured vehicles as a reduced
number of troops marched down
the less majestic Avenue Foch.

July’s snap elections, called by
Mr Macron to clarify France’s di-
rection after the far right sent
shockwaves through the political
establishment by coming first in
European Union polls, left the
country without a parliamentary
majority.

Prime Minister Gabriel Attal is
hanging on as caretaker head of go-
vernment, but the centrist Macron
ally is now focusing on his own fu-

ture, taking charge of his reduced
party in Parliament.

Other figures are mobilising with
an eye on the 2027 presidential
race, but there is little sign of a rul-
ing majority emerging from Parlia-
ment, split between three loose
camps.

With government in limbo and
Mr Macron barred by the Constitu-
tion from calling fresh elections for
12 months, far-right figurehead
Marine Le Pen is eyeing the 2027
race with relish.

Meanwhile, first place in the
elections was claimed by a rapidly
cobbled-together left-wing alli-
ance, the New Popular Front,
which now has the most MPs but
no clear candidate for prime minis-
ter.

Firebrand hardliner Jean-Luc
Melenchon and his France Unbow-
ed party have alienated many even
on the left, while the centre and
right say they would not welcome
his MPs into a coalition.

The EU’s second-largest econo-
my, a nuclear-armed Group of Sev-
en power and permanent member
of the United Nations Security
Council, is thus rudderless, a trou-
bling situation for markets and
France’s allies alike.

Against this backdrop, the re-
duced and rerouted parade risks
becoming a new symbol of drift,
even with the addition of the arriv-
al in Paris of the Olympic Torch,
ahead of the July 26 to Aug 1l
(Games.

No tanks or armoured vehicles
took part, and only 4,000 foot sol-
diers marched, down from 6,500
in 2023. The military fly-past saw
45 aeroplanes and 22 helicopters
soar over Paris.

Regiments honoured on the pa-
rade included those from France’s
allies and former French colonies
that took part in the country’s 1944
World War II liberation 80 years
ag0.

gThue parade’s final section turned
to the upcoming Olympic Games.

Colonel Thibault Vallette of the
elite Cadre Noir de Saumur cavalry
school and 2016 equestrian gold
medallist in Rio rode the torch
down the route before relay run-
ners carried it around the capital.
AFP
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Russia warns
of risks to
Europe if

US deploys
missiles

Move to station missiles in Germany seen
by Moscow as step towards new Cold War

MOSCOW - The Kremlin on July 13
warned that the deployment of US
missiles in Germany could make
European capitals targets for Rus-
sian missiles in a repeat of Cold
War-style confrontation.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov spoke of a “paradox” in
which “Europe is a target for our
missiles, our country is a target for
US missiles in Europe™.

“We have enough capacity to
contain these missiles but the po-
tential victims are the capitals of
these countries,” he said, speaking
to Russian state television chan-
nel Russia 1L

Mr Peskov also hinted that such
a confrontation could undermine
Europe as a whole — in the same
way that the Cold War ended with
the Soviet Union’s collapse.

“Europe is coming apart. Europe
is not living its best moment. In a
different configuration, a repeat
of history is inevitable,” he said.

The White House announced on
July 10 during a North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation summit that
it would from 2026 periodically
station long-range weapons, in-
cluding Tomahawk cruise mis-
siles, in Germany as a deterrent.

“Exercising these advanced ca-
pabilities will demonstrate the
United States’ commitment to Na-
to and its contributions to Euro-
pean integrated deterrence,” the
White House said.

The Kremlin has already criti-
cised the move, accusing Wash-
ington of taking a step towards a
new Cold War and of directly par-
ticipating in the conflict in Uk-
raine.

Russia’s Defence Ministry on Ju-
ly 12 said that Defence Minister
Andrei Belousov had held a tele-
phone call with his US counter-
part Lloyd Austin, where they dis-
cussed lowering the risk of “pos-
sible escalation”.

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz
has hailed the US decision, despite
criticism from members of his So-
cial Democrats.

The decision marks a return of
US cruise missiles to Germany af-
ter a 20-year absence.

Defending the decision, Mr
Scholz told reporters at the Nato
summit that it was “something of
deterrence, and it's securing
peace, and it is a necessary and

important decision at the right
time".

German Defence Minister Boris
Pistorius told broadcaster Deut-
schlandfunk that the deployment
decision addressed a “very serious
gap” in the country’s capabilities.

Responding to the Kremlin's
warning that the US missile de-
ployment could put European
capitals at risk, a US State Depart-
ment spokesperson said the US
and Nato “do not seek a military
conflict with Russia... but any mil-
itary action directed against a Na-
to ally would trigger an over-
whelming response”,

Russia is “the most significant
and direct threat to Allies’ security
and to peace and stability in the
Euro-Atlantic area”, the spokes-
person said, adding that it was
“Russia that started this war and
Russia could end it today™.

The German army does not have
long-range missiles that launch
from the ground, only cruise mis-
siles that can be fired by aircraft.

The 1980s deployment of US
Pershing ballistic missiles in West
Germany at the height of the Cold
War prompted widespread dem-
onstrations, with hundreds of
thousands coming out in pacifist
protest.

US missiles continued to be sta-
tioned through the reunification
of Germany and into the 1990s.

But following the end of the
Cold War, the US significantly re-
duced the numbers of missiles sta-

tioned in Europe as the threat
from Moscow receded.

Now Nato countries — spear-
headed by the US — have been bol-
stering their defences in Europe
following the start of Russia’s mil-
itary campaign in Ukraine in
2022, AFP

REPEAT OF HISTORY

Europe is coming apart. Europe
is not living its best moment. In a
different configuration, a repeat
of history is inevitable.
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Call for more
community
living options
for adults
with autism

Parents hope for more supported living
services for their children as they get older

Chin Soo Fang
Senior Correspondent

Executive coach Sharon Lee, 52, is
concerned about where her son,
27-year-old Lucas Tan, will live in
the future.

Mr Tan, who has autism, lives
with his parents and has been at-
tending a day activity centre in Si-
glap since 2019.

It is his mother’s hope that he
will live with one of her siblings
when she is no longer around. If
they are unable to care for him, she
may have to arrange to put him in
St Andrew’s Adult Home, a resi-
dential home designed and built
for adults with autism.

However, she noted, there are
more options overseas for individ-
uals on the autism spectrum.

“In countries like the United
Kingdom, adults with autism have
the option of supported living in
the community,” Ms Lee said.

“] feel this could work if the indi-
vidual has some degree of inde-
pendence, but it also needs a com-
munity to assist and intervene
when necessary.”

In Singapore, service providers
are beginning to think about how
care for this group of adults might
evolve to solve the issue of their liv-
ing arrangements as they age, es-
pecially after their caregivers are
gone.

For instance, the Autism Re-
source Centre — which provides a
wide range of services, such as
early intervention, student enrich-
ment and Pathlight School for indi-
viduals with autism - told The
Straits Times it is developing a resi-
dential living programme for such
individuals. It will share more de-
tails in due time.

Mr Bernard Chew, who is chief
executive of St Andrew’s Autism
Centre, said a different model of
care could involve two to three
adults with autism living together
in a Housing Board flat.

Trained support staff could be
deployed to such homes, and those
with more severe needs could get

more generous staffing ratios and
round-the-clock support.

People able to secure employ-
ment can continue to contribute to
the community through paid or
even voluntary work, he added,
while others can access different
community facilities and live dig-
nified and meaningful lives.

Mr Chew said it may not be help-
ful to just continue building more
of the same facilities that already
exist, including St Andrew’s Adult
Home (Sengkang). This is part of
St Andrew’s Autism Centre, which
also runs a special education
school and two day activity cen-
fres.

Instead, it is important to exa-
mine the fundamental question of
what service model can allow
adults with autism to age with dig-
nity and meaning, he said.

“As more adults with autism
graduate from special education
and mainstream schools, and their
caregivers also start to age, there is
a need to be looking further ahead
to re-envision what kind of life an
adult with autism should be living
in a truly inclusive society,” Mr
Chew said.

About 7,000 adults with autism
aged 18 and above are known to the
Ministry of Social and Family De-
velopment (MSF) and disability
agency SG Enable, as they have ap-
plied for or enrolled in disability
support schemes or programmes.

The overall number of people
with autism in Singapore is not
known, as there are those who re-
main undiagnosed or who have not
subscribed to any services.

When students with autism turn
18 and graduate from special edu-
cation schools, they face what in-
dustry professionals call the
“post-18 cliff effect”, where servic-
es drop off and they find limited
support to cater to their needs.
Some may move to one of 1l MSF-
funded adult disability homes for
long-term residential care.

Dr Eunice Tan, head of special
education at the Singapore Univer-
sity of Social Sciences” S R Nathan
School of Human Development,
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Ms Sharon Lee with her son Lucas Tan, who has autism, at the St Andrew’s Day Activity Centre in Siglap on June 24. Mr Tan, 27, lives with his parents. Service providers in

Singapore are beginning to think about how care for adults with autism might evolve, especially after their caregivers are gone. ST PHOTOS: SHINTARO TAY
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walking around Hougang Mall on June 26. Ms Ng, 33, has been a resident at 5t

Andrew's Adult Home in Compassvale Bow since 2022.

said adults with milder needs
should be able to adapt and adjust
to living in the community with
some support. This includes living
in HDB flats with proper care staff
involved.

Those with higher support needs
should have options so that they do
not have to live in institutions too,
added Dr Tan. who has an adult son
with autism.

“Many parts of the world, like
Canada, are no longer on an insti-
tution model. It is about inclusion
and being part of the community
by participating in activities, re-
gardless of how challenged a per-
son is.” she said.

She is adamant that her son will

not be placed in institutions such
as homes for adults with disabili-
ties, as she fears his quality of life
will be impacted negatively.

“It is at the back of many parents’
minds how to provide the best pos-
sible life for the adult child once
they are unable to take care of
them or when they pass on,” Dr
Tan said.

MSF said families of people with
disabilities = have expressed
through engagement sessions that
they wish for their loved ones to
stay in the community.

It added that it works with social
service agencies, caregivers and
people with disabilities to come up
with options that support their

needs and goals for community liv-
ing. These include day activity cen-
tres and sheltered workshops.

The first Enabling Services Hub
was launched in Tampines in 2023,
with two more in the pipeline by
2025 to bring disability support
services closer to homes.

Under the Enabling Masterplan
2030, the Taskforce for Developing
New Community Living Models for
Persons with Disabilities was also
set up to explore how Singapore
could enhance and extend the cur-
rent range of support for people
with disabilities to live well in the
community across life stages.

“The task force will be releasing
its recommendations later this

BEING INCLUSIVE

As more adults with
autism graduate from
special education and
mainstream schools, and
their caregivers also start
to age, there is a need to
be looking further ahead
to re-envision what kind
of life an adult with
autism should be living in
a truly inclusive society.
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MR BERNARD CHEW, chief executive
of St Andrew's Autism Centre.

year,” said an MSF spokesperson.

Mr Ng Kin Sze, 68, is the sole ca-
regiver of his 33-year-old daugh-
ter, Jia Ming, who has autism. The
private equity adviser, who is di-
vorced, hopes that current provi-
sions for adults with autism will be
improved.

Ms Ng does not talk and cannot
care for herself. She has been a res-
ident at St Andrew’s Adult Home in
Compassvale Bow since 2022.

“Many adults with autism would
need long-term care as their care-
givers grow old, and this is in short
supply relative to the need,” Mr Ng
said.

chinsf@sph.com.sg
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Event promotes
healthy living among

Indian community

More interest groups being formed in areas
such as running, says community leader

Christine Tan

Having seen how diabetes afflicted
his father, mother and younger
brother, Mr Ravindren Ganasen
decided to take his health more se-
riously when he reached his
mid-40s.

He cut all sugary drinks from his
diet, reduced his rice intake and ate
more protein. In four years, the
1.86m-tall regional sales manager
at an information technology
firm lost 25kg, dropping from
130kg to 105kg.

“The doctor said my cholesterol
level and blood pressure are quite
good for my age.” said Mr Ravin-
dren, now 54, who is also vice-
president of the People’s Associa-
tion’s (PA) Indian Activity Execu-
tive Committees Council (Narpani
Pearavai).

He shared his story at the annual
Narpani Community Carnival on
July 14, which aimed to promote

healthy living and family bonding
within the Indian community.

Grassroots leaders with the PA
said there was some evidence of
greater health consciousness
among Singaporeans in recent
years, given the concerted push by
community groups and the Go-
vernment to manage one’s health
before problems arise.

Narpani Pearavai provides fund-
ing to the Indian activity executive
committees at 99 community cen-
tres around Singapore to organise
health activities for their residents.
These include health screenings
and talks, said Mr Jay Suresh Ra-
dah, the carnival's organising
chairman.

“Compared to the last five years,
I'd say now there is more aware-
ness (of healthy living),” said the
civil servant. “We see more resi-
dents voluntarily joining the eye
and diabetic screenings.”

Health Minister Ong Ye Kung,
who was at the carnival, said every
community in Singapore faces its

own health challenges and urged
participants to live a healthier lif-
estyle.

Mr Ong noted that the Chinese
exercised the least but ate the most
fats and sodium; the Malay com-
munity has the highest obesity and
smoking rates; while diabetes and
sugar consumption is a concern for
the Indian community.

“Every community, we have our
own problems. So reach out to
(those in) our own community, and
correct our bad habits,” said the
minister.

A government work group was
set up in 2021 to focus on improv-
ing the health of ethnic minority
eroups here, including the Malay
and Indian communities.

At the debate on the Ministry of
Health’s budget that year, then Par-
liamentary Secretary for Health
Rahayu Mahzam said there were
“significant disparities in health
behaviours and outcomes across
ethnicities”.

She noted that in 2020, 14.4 per
cent of Malays and 14.2 per cent of
Indians had diabetes, compared
with 8.2 per cent of Chinese.

Meanwhile, the Chinese consis-
tently have the highest age-stan-

.

Visitors learning about healthy living at the Healthier SG booth at the Narpani Community Carnival, which was held on Sentosa on July 14. The event, which aimed to promote healthy Ii_*.ring
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Vice-president of
MNarpani Pearavai
Ravindren
Ganasen has lost
25kg after
adopting a
healthier diet.

Jones Lang
LaSalle executive
director G. Segar
leads about 12
people on
monthly walks
around
Singapore.

NV

dardised cancer rates, though the
proportion of Malays across all cas-
es of cancer have gradually in-
creased over the decades, she add-
ed.

On July 14, Mr Ravindren said
more  healthy-living  interest
groups, such as those focused on
running, have been forming
among the Indian community, be-
yond the usual arts and culture-
based interest groups.

Mr G. Segar, 60, an executive di-
rector at Jones Lang LaSalle, leads
about 12 people on monthly walks
around Singapore. The vice-presi-
dent of Narpani Pearavai also com-
mits to walking 12,000 steps a day.

“Around my estate in Tampines,
there are a lot of gardens and park
connectors, so | make use of them.
I call it my ‘me-time’, with my ear-
plugs and music on,” he said with a
chuckle.

The carnival at Palawan Green in
Sentosa saw more than 4,000 peo-
ple visit information and game
booths, such as one by the Health
Promotion Board focused on ways
to achieve a balanced diet.

There were also song and dance
performances, while eligible vis-
itors were encouraged to enrol in
Healthier SG, Singapore’s national
healthcare plan focusing on pre-
ventive care.

Families could also join a group
race, which required them to go to
seven locations at the Palawan and
Siloso beaches and solve challeng-
es.

The winning group, comprising
two pairs of married couples who
are family friends, took it as a wor-
kout — they ran about 3km and
burnt 230 calories each, according
to their tracking devices.

One of them, Mr Premkumar
Arasu, 40, an IT analyst, said: “We
gave it our all (and) winning is just
the icing on the cake”

yujiatan@sph.com.sg

RSS Stalwart takes part
In largest international
maritime exercise

Sarah Koh

More than 25,000 military person-
nel drawn from the naval, land and
air forces of 29 countries, including
Singapore, are taking part in a 36-
day naval warfare exercise off the
coast of Hawaii.

The Republic of Singapore Navy
(RSN) Formidable-class frigate
RSS Stalwart is involved in “high-
end naval warfare” training with
other navies at the Exercise Rim of
the Pacific (Rimpac), which will
end on Aug 2, said the Ministry of
Defence (Mindef) in a statement
on July 4.

During the exercise, the frigate
successfully fired two live Aster
surface-to-air missiles that took
down two inbound missiles simu-
lated using high-speed, sea-skim-
ming aerial drones — a significant
milestone in the RSN’s capabilities,
said Mindef.

The ship’s commanding officer,
Lieutenant-Colonel Sam Tan, said
the successful firing of the Aster

missiles against two simultaneous
inbound missiles showed the preci-
sion and effectiveness of the RSN’s
anti-air warfare suite, and validated
Singapore’s air defence capabili-
ties.

Military Expert 2 (ME2) Vijayan
Manimaran said coordinating the
dual missile firings required pre-
cise timing and synchronisation,
and tested the readiness of both the
ship’s personnel and its combat
systems.

The team had gone through nu-
merous drills and simulations to
perfect the procedures and their
response times, added the weapon
control system supervisor.

“This accomplishment is a testa-
ment to the hard work and compe-
tency of our team, our operational
readiness, and marks a significant
step forward in our maritime de-
fence capabilities,” said ME2 Vi-
javan.

In the 2024 run of the biennial
exercise, the RSS Stalwart is also
leading a task unit consisting of
three other ships from South Ko-
rea, Mexico and the United States.

It will lead the unit as it takes part
in practice runs such as manoeuvr-
ing drills and under way replenish-
ment — the process of transferring
fuel or supplies from one ship to
another while on the move.

A team of 16 Singapore navy per-
sonnel deployed to shore command
centres is also helping to plan and
coordinate the execution of the ex-
ercise, said Mindef.

Marine systems cluster chief

During Exercise
Rim of the
Pacific, the RSS
Stalwart fired
two live Aster
surface-to-air
missiles that
took down two
inbound missiles
simulated using

aerial drones.
PHOTO: MINDEF

ME3 Rain Teo noted that the RSN’s
deployment began more than a
month ago, as the RSS Stalwart had
to sail thousands of miles across
the Pacific Ocean to reach Hawaii.

Along the way, it participated in
various multilateral exercises, she
said. These included war games
alongside naval vessels from Bru-
nei, Indonesia, Japan, South Korea,
Malaysia, the Netherlands and the
US.

While transiting between Guam
and Hawaii, the ships conducted
drills such as manoeuvring and
communication exercises, gunnery
firings, under way replenishments,
anti-submarine warfare training,
air medical evacuation and air de-
fence simulations, said Mindelf.

This is the ninth time since 2008
that the Singapore navy is taking
part in Exercise Rimpac, which is
the world’s largest international
maritime exercise. Hosted by the
US Navy, it aims to foster cooper-
ation and readiness among partici-
pating nations.

About 40 surface ships, three
submarines, 14 national land forces
and more than 150 aircraft are tak-
ing part in the exercise in 2024,
which began on June 28.

The scale and scope of Rimpac
provide Singapore with a unique
opportunity to hone the navy’s
multidimensional warfare capabil-
ities, said the RSN fleet command-
er, Rear-Admiral Kwan Hon Chu-
ong.

sarahkoh@sph.com.sg

Diabetes drug
Ozempic may
cause surprise
pregnancies

Salma Khalik
Senior Health Correspondent

Diabetes drug Ozempic is making waves again, this
time for a side effect of causing unexpected preg-
nancies — even among women who are on birth
control pills.

Ozempic — a brand name for semaglutide — is a
prescription-only, once-weekly injectable medica-
tion from Denmark’s Novo Nordisk that has been
around since the end of 2017 for the treatment of
Type 2 diabetes. It made headlines several years
ago for helping people to lose weight,

To take advantage of this rather popular side ef-
fect, the pharmaceutical giant launched another
product called Wegovy to target weight loss in 2021.
It is essentially the same medication, but given at a
higher dosage.

Studies showed that among people taking Wego-
vy for 68 weeks, 83 per cent lost 5 per cent or more
of their weight, while 48 per cent lost more than 15
per cent of their weight.

Demand for Wegovy soared, causing a global
shortage that has yet to be fully resolved.

The shortage caused many, who wanted to lose
weight, to turn to Ozempic. Although approved on-
ly for treating diabetes, the drug can be used off-
label - meaning it can be used for something that it
has not been approved for — in many countries, in-
cluding Singapore.

Now, women in the US and Europe who had
turned to Ozempic are saying the drug has caused
them to become pregnant. Women who had been
declared infertile were surprised they had become
pregnant, while those who were on oral birth con-
trol pills were shocked to find themselves with
child.

An article in Nature journal on June 26 quoted
scientists saying that reports of pregnancies as a
result of women taking Ozempic are plausible.

Dr Ee Tat Xin, a consultant at KK Women’s and
Children’s Hospital's (KKH) department of repro-
ductive medicine, said a possible reason could be
that the women may have regained or improved ov-
ulatory function through rapid weight loss. It could
also be caused by the regulation of certain hor-
mones brought about by the drug.

“The exact mechanism by which Ozempic af-
fects fertility is not clear. Together with the rest of
the world, we are waiting for more evidence to vali-
date this claim.” Dr Ee said.

He added that animal studies have shown that
the drug may have an effect on gut microbiome,
which may in turn improve ovarian function. The
drug is also known to interfere with the effective-
ness of contraceptive pills.

Until more information is available, Dr Ee said
KKH will not prescribe Ozempic to boost fertility.
In fact, the medication comes with a warning for
women to stop taking the drug two months before
becoming pregnant, as risks to the pregnancy and
foetus are not known.

Added Dr Ee: “In our practice, patients do con-
ceive successfully when they manage to lose
weight effectively, regardless of whether it is
through diet, exercise, medication or bariatric sur-

ery.”
§ D}; Khoo Chin Meng, who heads the division of
endocrinology at National University Hospital, also
does not recommend the use of Ozempic to boost
fertility. He said women with excess body weight
have subfertility or infertility issues due to a condi-
tion known as polycystic ovarian syndrome.

Ozempic can help correct the condition through
weight loss, but use of the drug should be discon-
tinued when a woman is found to be pregnant.

Dr Jessie Phoon, an obstetrician and gynaecolo-
gist at Mount Elizabeth Fertility Centre, is also
against using the drug to improve fertility.

She said: “Firstly, you are not supposed to get
pregnant while on Ozempic. Secondly, the rebound
effect after stopping Ozempic can be worse if long-
term weight loss cannot be maintained.”

With the rebound effect, women could end up at
a higher weight than before.

Because weight loss improves the chances of
pregnancy, Dr Phoon suggested that overweight
women who want to get pregnant “can be encour-
aged with the use of Ozempic under controlled en-
vironments, with a concurrent weight mainte-
nance regime”. Once the woman achieves her
weight-loss target, she should stop Ozempic and
then “quickly try fertility options”.

The Health Sciences Authority (HSA), which reg-
ulates drugs here, said there must be a “rational ba-
sis” for a doctor to use drugs off-label. The doctor
must be able to justify that it is in the patient’s best
interest, and patients must have consented after
being properly informed.

The HSA said it is illegal for Ozempic to be sold
online. People doing so can be fined $50,000 and/
or jailed for two years. This is because prescription
drugs “contain potent active ingredients which
could lead to serious adverse effects if taken with-
out medical supervision”. In 2023, it removed 39
online listings for this drug.

Ozempic, and by extension Wegovy, are not the
only drugs whereby pregnancy is an unexpected
side effect.

Another injectable drug, tirzepatide - sold under
the brand name Mounjaro for treating diabetes,
and Zepbound for tackling obesity — appears to
have similar fallouts. These drugs, by US pharma-
ceutical giant Eli Lilly, have been found to reduce
the maximum concentration of contraceptive in
the blood by up to 66 per cent after a single dose.

Because contraceptives are dose-dependent, tak-
ing tirzepatide could negate the effects of contra-
ceptive pills.

Novo Nordisk has created a Wegovy pregnancy
registry in the US to learn more about the safety of
using Wegovy during pregnancy.

salma@sph.com.sg
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It is expected to afflict 15% of the
population here in the coming
decades, up from 6% today

Jjoyce Teo
Senior Health Correspondent

Ms Candice Chong started wearing
glasses when she was four.

By the time she was 13, she had a
lens prescription of around minus
10 dioptres (1,000 degrees) for
each eye, and her myopia contin-
ued to worsen throughout her
teenage years to reach around
2,000 degrees in each eye.

High myopia is typically defined
as short-sightedness of over minus
5 dioptres (500 degrees), though
some experts argue that it should
be minus 6 dioptres (600 degrees)
and above.

Excessive eye growth, or elonga-
tion of the eyeball, causes myopia.
In some cases, myopes like Ms
Chong, now 43, suffer from path-
ologic myopia, which in turn caus-
es degenerative changes to the
back of the eye.

“Normal eyeballs are like fish-
balls, but for people like me, my
eyeballs are the shape of a sau-
sage... very stretched, elongated...
and more fragile overall,” said Ms
Chong.

She started experiencing com-
plications due to her high myopia
not long after she turned 20.

First, it was glaucoma. Then, she
had cataract surgery in one eye,
and then the other, in her 30s. In
2023, she underwent surgery to
prevent a retinal tear in her left eye.

Singapore is seeing more and
more highly myopic adults, and the
number is expected to grow in the
coming decades.

“We cannot see the problem
now, but it will come,” said Profes-
sor Saw Seang Mei, the Distin-
guished Wallace Foulds Professor
at Duke-NUS Medical School.

“Pathologic myopia, a rising
problem, will be a leading cause of
low vision in Singapore in the next
few years.”

Prof Saw, who is also co-head of
the myopia research group at the
Singapore Eye Research Institute
(Seri), has projected that the num-
ber of myopic adults aged 50 and
above in Singapore will rise from
40 per cent of that segment of the
population currently to 80 per cent
in the next few decades.

This is because the older adults
of the near future will have had,
when they were children, a lifes-
tyle conducive to the development
of myopia — more reading and writ-
ing, and more time spent in front of
screens rather than outdoors.

Similarly, high myopia in older
adults will also be more prevalent
and afflict 15 per cent of Singa-
pore’s population in the coming

decades, up from 6 per cent today,
while pathologic myopia rates will
climb from 4 per cent to 10 per
cent, she said.

There are two million myopic
adults and 350,000 highly myopic
adults among Singapore residents
today.

The Singapore National Eye Cen-
tre (SNEC) is already seeing rising
numbers of patients with high
myopia.

Associate  Professor Donny
Hoang arrived in Singapore from
New York to start a high myopia
clinic at SNEC in 2017.

In that first year, he saw 119 pa-
tients, he said.

By June 2024, as awareness of
high myopia has grown, he had
seen 2,125 high myopia patients in
total.

“In New York, I looked for five
years and [ found 50 (high myopia)
patients in Columbia University.
And then, I moved here and in two
years, | already had 1,000 patients
that I am following,” he said.

Prof Hoang, a senior consultant
in the surgical retinal department
and myopia centre at SNEC focus-
ing on high and pathologic myopia,
was previously director of the High
Myopia Laboratory at Columbia
University in New York City.

He said the greatest visual
threats to high myopia patients are
the development of pathologic
myopia and permanent vision loss
from conditions such as glaucoma
and myopic macular degeneration.

“If the eye wall is strong, even ifit
is a long eye, it is less likely to have
all these problems,” said Prof
Hoang.

But if it resembles “a very over-
inflated balloon with a very thin
wall”, he added, the eye is likely to
bulge out more, bleed, and have
cracks in the wall and splitting of
the retina layers, which is what
happens in pathologic myopia.

At the SNEC high myopia clinic,
nearly 90 per cent of the patients
developed deformation of the eye
wall (posterior staphyloma) or
thinning of the retina (myopic
macular degeneration), and some
had bleeding inside the eye. Their
average age is 64 and more than
half of them are women.

“The younger you start becom-
ing myopic, the higher the end
point you're going to reach in terms
of your degrees, because your eyes
stop growing when you stop grow-
ing,” said Prof Hoang, who is also
the deputy head of the Myopia Unit
at Seri.

“So when you're 22 or 23, you're
not really getting any taller, so your
eyes should not be getting much
longer either”

The more severe the myopia, the
more likely a highly myopic adult
will develop pathologic myopia.
The risk also increases as highly
myopic adults age, with research
done here showing that the pro-
gression to more severe forms of

GET CHECKED

| am handicapped in some
ways already. If you have
a family history of high
myopia, it is important to
get checked. If you don't,
eye care is still important.
Take vision breaks and
don't look at your phone
in the dark.
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MS CANDICE CHONG, 43, who suffers
from pathologic myopia.

pathologic myopia is much worse
after 70 years of age, Prof Saw said.

At least two out of three highly
myopic adults will develop patho-
logic myopia by the age of 70. Al-
most all older adults with extreme
myopia of worse than 12 dioptres
(1,200 degrees) will develop path-
ologic myopia when they reach 80
or 90 years of age, she said.

The numbers are based on an on-
going population study on the im-
pact of high myopia in Singapore
known as the Singapore Epide-
miology of Eye Diseases (Seed)
High Myopia study, for which Prof
Saw is the principal investigator.

At the 12-year follow-up mark of
the Seed study, the adults with
pathologic myopia saw their condi-
tion getting worse, with more de-
veloping low vision, she said.

At 43, Ms Chong is already pre-
paring herself for further vision
impairment. Six vyears ago, she
started to notice changes in her vi-
sion.

“If you go for a holiday in the
mountains and see the misty, clou-
dy skies, that’s what [ see. My
world is eternally foggy” she said.

“My condition is degenerative...

L= |

As my eyesight gets more foggy, |
will have to be more careful mov-
ing around at night. I've tripped
because I thought the ground was
even when it was not... I've collided
into pillars, glass.”

When she was a student, Ms
Chong went to optical shops to get
her glasses and lenses, and did not
notice anything was amiss until
she decided to go for Lasik surgery
in her 20s.

She said she had to first undergo
a lens implant, and that was when
the surgeon noticed that her eye
pressure was a little high and re-
ferred her to a glaucoma specialist.

The Lasik surgery was never
done.

But even if she had gone through
with it, she would still have the
same issues; the eye complications
of high myopia are related to
changes in the structure of the eye-
ball and cannot be corrected by
glasses, Lasik or cataract surgery.

“l am handicapped in some ways
already. If you have a family history
of high myopia, it is important to
get checked. If you don’t, eye care
is still important. Take wvision
breaks and dont look at your
phone in the dark,” she said.

Some of Ms Chong’s family mem-
bers have pathologic myopia. Her
aunt has had surgery after experi-
encing retinal detachment. And in
2023, her uncle with high myopia
accidentally collided with his
friend’s head in the pool while
swimming and suffered a retinal
tear.

“Retinal detachment doesn't just
happen to lau pok (Hokkien for
lousy) eyes like mine, it can happen
to others... So if you start to see
flashes, floaters, and you notice
that your vision is not normal, go to
A&E straight away,” she said.

Prof Hoang said these are not the
usual few floaters people some-
times experience, but dots or
specks that are so numerous they
cannot be counted, and are accom-
panied by flashing lights that are

Rising cases of high myopia in adults

—

Excessive eye
growth, or
elongation of the
eyeball, causes
myopia. To
prevent myopia,
young children
should spend
more time
outdoors in
natural light and
limit the time
spent on near
work, such as
looking at
screens.
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i1 Number of myopic adults among
; Singapore residents today.

like a lightning storm taking place
in the eye.

For highly myopic people, flash-
es and floaters could point to a reti-
nal tear, but there are other threats
to vision, including bleeding, to
look out for.

Prof Hoang asks his patients to
cover one eye and look at the same
object — maybe a door or window
frame - from the same distance ev-
ery day, and see if it appears
crooked or wavy. If so, they should
check again two hours later. If it is
still crooked, he wants to see them

within a day or two.
At SNEC, most of Prof Hoang'’s

patients have a refractive error of
1,500-3,000 degrees in their eyes;
some are already legally blind in
one eye.

“The biggest misconception of
the people that I see is that they
think, ‘oh, my degree is over 1,000
or 1,500. It just means I need Lasik
earlier, [ need thicker spectacles, |
need to wear contact lenses that
are thicker'... but they are not
aware of the fact that suddenly
they’re at much higher risk of these
potentially blinding problems,”
said Prof Hoang.

To prevent myopia, young chil-
dren should spend more time out-
doors in natural light and limit the
time spent on near work — activ-
ities requiring a short working dis-
tance for the eyes, such as looking
at screens, reading and doing craft
work with small objects.

If the child is already myopic and
the myopia is progressing fast, see
an eye care practitioner for treat-
ment, such as atropine eye drops,
to prevent them from getting high
myopia, Prof Hoang said.

Adults with high myopia should
go for a comprehensive eye screen-
ing to check for glaucoma and oth-
er possible complications. Those
with extreme myopia of 1,000 de-
grees or more should get screened
earlier, from the age of 40, he said.

joyceteo@sph.com.sg

300,000

Number of highly myopic adults
among Singapore residents today.

The SNEC is seeing rising numbers of
patients with high myopia, which is
mostly defined as short-sightedness
of over 500 degrees. PHOTO:
SINGAPORE NATIONAL EYE CENTRE
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Simply

How to tell if an appliance
Is environmentally friendly

Energy and water efficiency labels, product
lifespan are some things to keep in mind

Zhaki Abdullah

In March, it was announced that all
Housing Board households would
receive $300 in e-vouchers that
can be used to buy certain eco-
friendly appliances, as part of an
extension of the Climate Friendly
Households Programme.

But how do consumers deter-
mine which appliances are more
environmentally friendly? Simply
Science looks at how you can
choose devices that can help save
the earth.

HDB residents can claim their
climate vouchers online by logging
on at RedeemSG (go.gov.sg/cv-
claim) using their Singpass ac-
counts.

The vouchers can be used at 14
participating retailers — including
Courts, Best Denki, Audio House
and Sheng Siong — with proof of
residential address such as NRIC,
utility bills or other documents.

They cover a variety of products,
such as refrigerators with at least
three ticks, or air-conditioners
with five ticks on the National En-
vironment Agency’s energy label,
which highlights the relative ener-
gy efficiency of an appliance.

Other products include shower
fittings, taps and mixers with at
least three ticks under national wa-
ter agency PUB’s mandatory water

efficiency labelling scheme.

More information on the scheme
can be found at www.climate-
friendly-households.gov.sg/

Beyond the ticks, what else can
consumers do to select more envi-
ronmentally friendly appliances?

Mr Alvin Ee, a research fellow at
NUS’ Energy Studies Institute, not-
ed that energy labels also provide
the annual energy consumption of
an appliance, based on typical us-
age.

This will provide an indication of
how efficient the appliance is,
compared with similar appliances
with the same number of ticks, he
said.

Appliances eligible for the cli-
mate vouchers — such as air-condi-
tioners, water heaters and refriger-
ators — are among those that con-
sume a significant portion of ener-
gy, he added.

The use of certain technologies
can also help to indicate the effi-
ciency of an appliance.

For example, water heaters and
clothes dryers using heat pumps
can be more efficient than tradi-
tional electric ones, said Mr Ee.

When buying appliances, con-
sumers should consider what they
require for their day-to-day needs,
he added.

For example, if a household sel-
dom washes large loads of laundry
or machine-dries clothing, they
can forgo a larger washing ma-
chine or a dryer, which tends to
consume more water and energy.

Instead, they can rely on laun-
dromats when they need higher-
capacity washing or drying, said
Mr Ee, who also noted the option of
renting home appliances when

SIMPLE CALCULATIONS

In terms of whether to buy
new energy efficient
appliances, my suggestion
Is to perform some simple
financial calculations on
the energy savings and
payback period.
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DR EDDY FOO, a senior lecturer with
the Nanyang Technological
University's School of Electrical and
Electronic Engineering.

needed.

“Buying an appliance with more
functions that may not be used fre-
quently could also incur higher
maintenance costs over a long pe-
riod due to additional parts,” he
added.

Dr Eddy Foo, a senior lecturer at
NTU’s School of Electrical and
Electronic Engineering, said that
beyond energy consumption, oth-
er factors to consider when buying
eco-friendly appliances are the wa-
ter consumption of washing ma-
chines and dishwashers, and the
emission of hazardous chemicals
by refrigerators that can contribute
to pollution.

Consumers should take into ac-
count the lifespan of an appliance,
said Mr Ee, noting that appliances
that last longer are less likely to be
replaced, thus reducing waste.

They should also consider if the
appliance is part of a take-back
scheme — where retailers or manu-

Energy labels
provide an
indication of how
efficient an
appliance is
compared with
similar
appliances with
the same
number of ticks.
They also
provide the
annual energy
consumption of
an appliance,
based on typical
usage. ST PHOTO:
GIN TAY

facturers collect used items for dis-
posal — as such companies are bet-
ter able to recycle the appliances
more effectively, he added.

Mr Ee advised consumers to run
the appliances according to what
they are designed for, for example,
not installing an air-conditioner
with low BTU - a unit of measure-
ment for its cooling capacity - to
cool a large space, or drying a high-
er load of clothing than the dryer is
able to take.

“Consumers need to maintain
their appliances regularly, such as
cleaning or replacing filters in air-
conditioners, refrigerators and
dryers, as well as ensuring seals
and gaskets in refrigerators are
clean and intact to prevent cold-air
leakage,” said Dr Foo.

They should also consider using
the energy-saving or eco modes on
appliances, he added.

Consumers who are environ-

mentally conscious should note

that switching to new appliances
could improve energy efficiency,
said Dr Foo.

Older appliances tend to con-
sume more electricity as they have
less-efficient technology, while
newer appliances use new technol-
ogy such as inverters — an electri-
cal component in air-conditioners
that efficiently controls motor
speed and adjusts energy con-
sumption based on user needs, he
added.

“In terms of whether to buy new
energy-efficient appliances, my
suggestion is to perform some sim-
ple financial calculations on the
energy savings and payback peri-
od,” he said.

The payback period is derived by
dividing the purchase price of the
appliance by the energy cost sav-
ings per year, he added.

If the payback period, or the du-
ration for the accumulated energy
cost savings to match the purchase
price, is longer than 10 years — the
typical lifespan of most household
appliances — it may not be worth-
while to upgrade to a newer ap-
pliance, said Dr Foo.

Determining which appliances
use the most energy can be diffi-
cult for the average consumer.

“In most cases, the electricity bill
does not show a breakdown of the
monthly consumption, soit is chal-
lenging to identify which ap-
pliance is using the most energy
just by looking at the electricity
bill,” said Dr Foo.

“Consumers may need to install
some form of energy monitoring
device to find out the energy usage
of each appliance and analyse the
data at the end of each month to
identify appliances that use more
energy,” he added.

One can also gauge the energy
consumption of an appliance
through the rated power usually
found in the product specifica-
tions, said Mr Ee.

However, consumers should note
that this is typically based on the
maximum power the appliance
will consume under normal oper-
ating conditions, and may not re-
flect the actual power consumed,
he added.

azhaki@sph.com.sg

= Simply Science is a new fortnightly
series that looks at the science
behind everyday questions.

Genes from Robusta ‘kopi’ beans can save Arabica plants from disease

Shabana Begum

The Robusta bean often used to
brew cheaper cups of coffee — like
the traditional Nanyang kopi — can
save the more premium Arabica
from a fungal disease.

For generations, Arabica plants,
from which about 60 per cent of all
coffee is produced, have been rav-
aged by an incurable fungal dis-
ease called coffee leaf rust.

Agriculture institutes in coffee-
producing regions have been using
selective breeding to confer the
Robusta traits to Arabica plants, af-
ter a rust-resistant plant hybrid
was found in Timor, Indonesia, in
the 1920s.

Now, recent international re-
search co-led by Nanyang Techno-
logical University (NTU) could op-
timise the breeding process. The
study involved mapping the ge-
nomes of various coffee varieties,
and the researchers zeroed in on
the specific Robusta genes that are
resistant to coffee leaf rust.

“For the Timor hybrid descend-
ants, in every generation the hy-
brids have been crossed with an
Arabica variety, the offspring’s Ro-
busta content gets smaller and
smaller” said Assistant Professor
Jarkko Salojarvi from NTU’s School
of Biological Sciences, who led the
research team.

Through identifying the resis-
tant genes, the researchers found a
means to enable more efficient tar-
geted breeding of resistant plants,
similar to targeted therapies
against human diseases.

The study was done with Nestle
and two universities in the United
States and France.

When the coffee-hunting fungus
attacks Arabica coffee plantations,
it leaves brownish-orange spots on
the leaves — much like rust on steel.

The Arabica leaves then wither
and die off. Leaf loss lowers the
amount and quality of coffee ber-
ries harvested, leading to great ec-
onomic losses for farmers in Latin
America and other places.

In 2020, the disease spread to
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Assistant Professor Jarkko Salojarvi, seen here with a diseased Arabica coffee plant, led the research team that mapped out the genomes of various coffee varieties,

s

and zeroed in on the specific Robusta genes that are resistant to coffee leaf rust, an incurable fungal disease. PHOTO: NTU SINGAPORE

Hawaii for the first time, and a 2015
outbreak in the Mexican state of
Oaxaca caused a 50 per cent loss in
yields.

While farmers have used fungi-
cides as well as pruning and weed
management to drive out the pesky
fungus, the best way to control it is
through the use of resistant culti-
vars, said Dr Luiz Filipe Pereira, a
researcher at the Brazilian Agricul-
tural Research Corporation (Em-
brapa).

Since the 1970s, the Arabica-Ro-
busta hybrid from Timor and its
descendants have been cross-bred

with the preferred Arabica plants
to create rust-resistant varieties.

While Robusta beans are consi-
dered inferior to Arabica beans in
terms of flavour, they are used in
the well-loved kopi served at hawk-
er centres.

In the study, the scientists
mapped out all the genetic materi-
al — or genomes - of Arabica, Ro-
busta and a third coffee species
called C. eugenioides using ad-
vanced technology to sequence the
DNA.

Eventually, the researchers
found a region of DNA sequences

The fungal
disease leaves
brownish-orange
spots on the
leaves of Arabica
plants, which
then wither and
die off. Leaf loss
lowers the
amount and
quality of coffee
berries
harvested.
PHOTO: PURDUE
UNIVERSITY/
CATHERINE AIME

common among the different leaf
rust-resistant plants, giving them a
new combination of Robusta-
based genes that could convey re-
sistance to the Arabica plants.

“Using publicly available data,
we identified which of the com-
mon Robusta genes reacted to the
leaf rust. And that helped us nar-
row down the region,” said Prof Sa-
lojarvi.

The study’s findings and full ge-
nome sequences were published in
scientific journal Nature Genetics
in April.

Mapping out the full genetic in-
formation of coffee plants will
make the identification of resistant
genes faster and more accurate,
said NTU.

Prof Salojarvi added that breed-
ers can now use modelling tech-
niques to predict leaf rust-resis-
tance in plants at their seedling
stage, without having to wait close
to a decade to find out if the selec-
tive breeding was successful.

Dr Pereira added: “The main
problem is that during selection,
some of the resistant genes can be
lost. The genomic information al-
lows us to easily select plants hav-
ing the resistant genes, at
early stages, saving time and re-
sources.”

And useful traits from the Arabi-
ca plants - from taste notes to
growth — can also be selected with
the help of the same species’ ge-
netic map, he said.

This will come in useful as coffee
plantations have another threat to
contend with — climate change. A
2022 study by Switzerland’s Insti-
tute of Natural Resource Sciences
projected that by 2050, global
warming may lead to a decline in
half of the world’s coffee growing
regions.

Arabica variants also have low
genetic diversity, which limits
their ability to adapt to changing
environmental conditions.

“That’s why we need targeted
breeding to have more variants
that are tolerant to extreme condi-
tions,” added Prof Salojarvi.

nshab@sph.com.sg
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All Fire-d up to quit early

Experts discuss pros and cons of ‘Financial
Independence, Retire Early’ at free event

Joanna Seow
Assistant Business Editor

The dream of being able to stop
work early in life and enjoy a long
retirement is attractive to many
young people.

But looking beyond the hype of
the Financial Independence, Retire
Early — or Fire — movement, which

has gained a following in Singapore,
not everyone may find the lifestyle
suitable.

Find out more about the merits
and drawbacks of the movement at
a panel discussion on July 19, which
features experts brought together
by HeadSTart, The Straits Times’
careers and personal finance new-
sletter for youth. The panel will also
delve into other personal finance

and enjoy long retirement?

strategies and tips for people at dif-
ferent life stages.

On the panel are Ms Lorna Tan,
head of financial planning literacy
at DBS Bank; Mr He Ruiming, co-
founder of personal finance blog
The Woke Salaryman; and Mr Aa-

ron Chwee, head of wealth advisory
at OCBC Bank. ST assistant busi-

ness editor Alyssa Woo is the mod-
erator.

THE STRAITS TIMES

headstart

The session, Fire Movement: Sep-
arating Hype From Reality, will be
held from 7pm to 8.30pm at the Li-
felong Learning Institute in Paya
Lebar. After the discussion, au-
dience members will be able to net-
work with the panellists and jour-
nalists from the HeadSTart team.

Attendees will receive a Head-
STart tote bag and other merchan-
dise. Registration is free but spots

are limited.

The panel session is part of a July
18 to 20 event at PLQ Plaza and the
institute called Thrive@libraries,
organised by the National Library
Board and SkillsFuture Singapore.

At the HeadSTart booth at PLQ
Plaza, visitors will be able to pick up
tips on career development and in-
vesting.

They can also get a HeadSTart

(Clockwise from top left) Ms Lorna
Tan, head of financial planning
literacy at DBS Bank; Mr He Ruiming,
co-founder of personal finance blog
The Woke Salaryman; and Mr Aaron
Chwee, head of wealth advisory at
OCBC Bank, will speak at the
discussion moderated by The Straits
Times’ assistant business editor
Alyssa Woo. The panel session is
titled Fire Movement: Separating
Hype From Reality.

tote bag. Subscribers to the new-
sletter can play a game to win
HeadSTart merchandise such as
water bottles, bottle holders and
stickers,

joseow@sph.com.sg

# Sign up at www.eventbrite.sg/e/
the-fire-movement-separating-hype
~from-reality-tickets-934161300597/
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Markets surge
in anticipation
of rate cuts

US Fed chief’s testimony in Congress,

consumer data spur hopes for Sept rate cut

Ven Sreenivasan
Senior Columnist

. Global stock markets surged

. earlier in July to multi-year highs
. on bets that the United States

: Federal Reserve will cut interest
. rates in September.

On Wall Street, the Dow Jones

- index rose 1.6 per cent for the

. week to settle close to a record at
© 40,0009, while the S&P 500

. gained 0.9 per cent to 5,615.35

points. The tech-heavy Nasdaq

edged 0.25 per cent higher for the
. week to 18,398 points.

In Singapore, the Straits Times

. Index (STI) rose 2.6 per cent last
. week to 3,497.78 points - its

. highest close in six years — as

. banks, blue chips and Singapore
. real estate investment trusts

. (S-Reits) saw significant inflow of :
. funds.

So far, in July, the STI has rallied

. 4.6 per cent — beating the S&P

: 500’s 3.4 per cent gain. In the

. year to date, the benchmark

. index has gained 795 per cent. In
. terms of total returns, which

. include dividend payouts, it is up
: 10.9 per cent.

One of the standout performers

. last week was Seatrium, whose

. stock rose from $1.38 a week

: earlier to end the week on July 12
. at $1.48 after chief executive

. officer Chris Ong assured the

. market that the company is on a

. turnaround. Analysts expect the

. offshore energy giant — created

. after Sembcorp Marine took over
. the assets of Keppel O&M - to

. post just over $200 million in

profit in 2024, and more than

double this figure in 2025.

Their consensus one-year target

for Seatrium’s stock is $2.68,
. representing an upside of over 80

. per cent from current levels.

But much of the local market

. rally has also been driven by

. Singapore banks, which make up
: nearly half of the STI by

. weighting, with DBS Bank, UOB

. and OCBC Bank reaching record

. highs on July 10.

The rising tide has also lifted

. other boats. Fellow blue chip
: Singtel climbed to its
. in over a year. S-Reits, which had
: been beaten down over the past

year amid elevated interest rates,

. are rising. Offshore and marine

. stocks like Beng Kuang Marine

: and Mermaid Maritime have also
. been on a tear, thanks to what

. analysts call a business “super

. cycle”. Second Chance Properties
. closed at 29.5 cents on July 12

. after the company made an

. unconditional offer to privatise at
30 cents.

But behind the broader

: market’s surge are hopes of

. interest rate cuts, following

. Federal Reserve chairman Jerome
. Powell’s testimony before

. Congress last week.

Responding to questions from

. lawmakers, Mr Powell said that

. while the Fed is committed to

. returning inflation to a 2 per cent
: annual rate, it could cut interest

. rates sooner once officials are

: sufficiently confident that

. inflation is headed towards the
 target level.

With the US’ June consumer

: price index (CPI) showing signs
i of price stabilisation,

i expectations are now for a

. September rate cut, followed by
: one more rate cut in December.

As analysts note, interest rates

: are already on the way down in
: Europe, South America and Asia.

Meanwhile, the biggest “known

: unknown” (to quote former US
highest level :
: Rumsfeld) for the market is the
. putcome of the November

. presidential election in the US.

secretary of defence Donald

But the common wisdom in the

market is that a Donald Trump
: presidency could be inflationary,

given his commitment to cutting

. taxes (which could widen the

: fiscal deficit) and raising tariffs
: (leading to higher prices for

: lmports).

However, as Mr Vasu Menon,

i managing director for investment
: strategy at OCBC, recently wrote,
. a Trump presidency may not

: necessarily be bad for markets.

“US stocks effectively soared

: nearly 70 per cent under then
. President Trump,” he wrote.

“A great deal of how Trump 2.0

: will affect markets in the short

. term hinges on whether the

. Republican Party will secure a

. clean sweep of Congress as well,
¢ which will then give Trump a

: blank cheque to deliver on his

promises, including tax cuts,

- tariffs, deregulation and
¢ immigration curbs.”

But Mr Menon pointed out that

: the US political system, with its
: very long history, should not be
: underestimated as it is designed
: to be inherently stable.

That said, market experts like

: Mr Thilan Wickramasinghe,
: Maybank Securities’ head of
: research, reckon that any

: uncertainty in the US could
: benefit other markets, like

: Singapore.

“With the odds of a second

: Trump term increasing following
: the last presidential debate, there
: could be some safe-haven flows

. to Singapore, especially to the

: banks, which could be big

: beneficiaries of supply chains

: relocating to Asean and more

: wealth flows.”

Going forward, the US earnings

: season is nearing and if it turns

i out to be better than expected

: once again, it could lift sentiment
: further and offer market support.

The financials sector will be a

: focus in the next two weeks, as
: over 40 per cent of the S&P 500
: companies that are scheduled to
i report earnings for the second

: quarter over this period are part
: of this sector.

Markets will be looking out for

i the Fed Beige Book on July 18 to

: glean insights about the outlook

: for the US economy, which will

: clearly have implications for US

. monetary policy. The Beige Book,
: produced eight times a year, is a

i Fed publication about current
i economic conditions across the 12
: Federal Reserve Districts.

The Republican National

: Convention is also being held in
: Milwaukee from July 15 to 18,

: where Trump is expected to be

| | formally nominated as the

: Republican Party’s presidential

| : candidate. This could again draw
: greater market attention to the

f : US elections in November.

Elsewhere on the US economic

: front, June retail sales on July 16

. are likely to extend the run of soft
: consumption data. Housing data

: are similarly likely to remain

i lacklustre, while industrial output
: should slow after a strong rise in

: May.

No rate cut is expected at the

: European Central Bank (ECB)

: meeting later in July, as ECB

: president Christine Lagarde has
. i ] . : indicated that the central bank
US Federal Reserve chairman Jerome Powell speaking to Congress on July 9. He said the Fed could cut interest rates sooner
. once officials are sufficiently confident that inflation is headed towards the 2 per cent target. PHOTO: AFP

will have too little information to

: judge whether a further rate cut is
. appropriate at July’s meeting.

Meanwhile, in the euro area, the

: current account balance and the

: latest survey of investors’

. sentiment from the ZEW research
: institute will be released.

In Britain, June CPI data will be

: closely watched as the Bank of

: England judges whether

. sufficient progress has been made
: to begin to remove some of its

: monetary tightening, the effects

: of which have become

: increasingly apparent on the

: labour market.

In Japan, June’s CPI will be

: assessed to consider whether the
: Bank of Japan’s slow approach to

policy normalisation will continue

ahead of the central bank’s

: meeting in end-July. This will

: have an impact on the yen, which
: rebounded earlier in the month

i on suspected ministry

. intervention.

Over in China, Chinese

. President Xi Jinping convenes

. senior party officials through July
: 18 for a closed-door conclave,

: known as the Third Plenum, that
: could result in economic reforms.
: Markets are hopeful significant

. measures could be announced to
i help the economy and property

: sector, which are still limping.

The upward momentum set the

: previous week should see markets
: continuing to climb through the

: week, barring unforeseen

: circumstances.

: ven@sph.com.sg

Britain has huge clean energy ambitions, but are they realistic?

There may be no better place to see
evidence of Britain’s shift to clean-
er energy than a sleek industrial
complex on the Humber Estuary
outside Hull, a faded port city.

On a July morning, workers in a
brightly lit building were preparing
moulds for fibreglass wind turbine
blades longer than football fields.
Outside on the docks, squat six-
wheeled wvehicles gingerly ma-
noeuvred a blade weighing some
50 metric tonnes for loading onto a
ship that would take it to Scotland
for installation.

The factory, which is operated by
Siemens Gamesa, a unit of the Ger-
man company Siemens Energy,
began producing the massive
blades in 2016. It has since expand-
ed to accommodate larger models.

The factory is a case study for
how the new British government
under Prime Minister Keir Starm-
er, whose Labour Party delivered a
decisive election victory earlier in
July, hopes to use investment in
clean energy to bolster stagnant
economic growth.

Mr Andy Sykes, the manager of
the factory, said that £500 million
(S$871 million) had already been
invested in the plant, which em-
ploys 1,300 people in an area that
has struggled economically for
decades. Another round of expan-
sion is in the works.

The plant also serves as an an-
chor for green efforts in the region,
one of Britain’s major industrial ar-
eas, which is dominated by oil re-
fineries and other polluters.

Mr Sykes, though, said the Brit-
ish government would need to at-
tract the funding for port expan-
sion and other efforts to keep the
offshore wind industry growing.
“There needs to be a commitment
and a guarantee that there’s a re-
turn on investment,” he said.

The government is also facing
concerns about the costs of the
transition and its potential to hurt
job growth in a region that de-
pends on the energy industry for
employment opportunities.

Executives in the clean energy
industry like most of what they
have heard from the Labour Party.
Mr Starmer, who took office on July
5, had made the rapid expansion of
low carbon energy — from wind to
nuclear — a key plank of his cam-
paign not only to tackle climate

change but also to bring in what
could be tens of billions of pounds
in investment.

Among his pledges: quadrupling
Britain’s offshore wind capacity,
which is already second globally to
China’s, as part of an ambitious ef-
fort to eliminate emissions from
electric power generation by 2030.

Mr Starmer also wants to stream-
line Britain’s agonisingly slow de-
velopment planning process,
sweeping away restrictions that
prevent the building of land-based
wind farms, for instance. Wind is
already the largest source of power
generation in Britain, accounting
for about 30 per cent of supplies
over the past year, slightly more
than natural gas.

Mr Starmer also wants the go-
vernment to have a bigger role in
renewable energy.

The vision pleases both clean
energy operators and environmen-
talists, who have chafed at what
they perceive as a loss of momen-
tum on climate goals under former
prime minister Rishi Sunak.

“Achieving that by 2030 or even
getting close to that would be just
an enormous step forward, far, far
ahead of our major economy
peers,” said Mr Chris Stark, former
chief executive of the Climate
Change Committee, a government
body that monitors Britain’s plans
to cut greenhouse gas emissions.

Mr Starmer is also taking a tough
approach to old-line energy pro-
ducers. He has said he would tight-
en an existing tax squeeze on oil
and gas firms operating in the
North Sea and stop issuing explo-
ration licences in the area. which,
while in decline, is still a major
source of energy and jobs.

“The UK has (been), and I think
continues to be, at the leading edge
of the energy transition,” said Mr
Roger Martella, chief sustainabili-
ty officer at GE Vernova, a maker of
wind turbines and other energy-
related machinery.

Labour has presented these pro-
posals as an almost risk-free bo-
nanza. The push will not only help
stave off climate change but also
create some 650,000 jobs, the par-
ty forecasts.

The party says that more blades
spinning in the safety of home wa-
ters would insulate Britain from
the impact of international events,

I

investment.
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PRODUCING RESULTS VITAL

There needs to be a commitment and
a guarantee that there's a return on

MR ANDY SYKES, manager of a Siemens Gamesa factory,
on the need for the British government to attract the
funding for port expansion and other efforts to keep the
offshore wind industry growing.

like the sharp rise in electricity and
natural gas prices that occurred af-
ter Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in
2022.

“Families and businesses will
have lower bills for good,” it said in
an election document.

Analysts warn, though, that La-
bour’s proposals are unlikely to be
cheap, and they come with other
risks. For one thing, Labour is pro-
posing a large effort to build green

energy infrastructure in an econo-
my that is more focused on sectors
like finance.

“The UK doesn’t have almost any
of the supply chain for developing
wind or solar or, indeed, nuclear or
anything else,” said Professor Die-
ter Helm, a professor of economic
policy at the University of Oxford.

The environment for building re-
newable energy projects has be-
come much tougher since the coro-

Workers detailing
and sanding a
wind turbine part
at the Siemens
Gamesa factory

navirus pandemic. According to in-
dustry estimates, the costs of de-
veloping an offshore wind farm -
large ones run to billions of dollars
— have risen 40 per cent in recent
years because of higher material
and labour costs and interest rates.

An auction in 2023 for govern-
ment support produced no bids for
offshore wind projects, and the in-
dustry said that the government’s
electric power pricing targets were
unrealistically low. Industry exec-
utives said the results of a new auc-
tion, expected to be announced in
September, would be seen as a bell-
wether for the future British mar-
ket.

Finally, there are risks that mov-
ing fast to curtail oil and gas pro-
duction could cost more jobs
around the North Sea, especially in
Scotland and north-east England,
than the ones green energy would
create.

Mr James Reid, an analyst at the
consulting firm Wood Mackenzie,
forecast that production could fall
50 per cent by the end of the dec-

in Britain on
July 1. The plant,
which employs
1,300 people in
an area that has
struggled
economically for
decades, is a
case study for
how the new
British
government
under Prime
Minister Keir
Starmer hopes to
use investment
in clean energy
to bolster
stagnant
economic
growth.

PHOTO: NYTIMES

ade if Labour’s fiscal proposals
cause “people to turn the invest-
ment taps off™.

Highlighting the stakes: Around
200,000 North Sea energy jobs are
linked to oil and gas, but just
34,000 are linked to renewables,
estimated Mr Paul de Leeuw, direc-
tor of the Energy Transition Insti-
tute at Robert Gordon University
in Aberdeen, Britain’s oil centre. “It
is scary and a real call to action,” he
said.

Mr De Leeuw added that renew-
able energy could compensate for a
lot of jobs expected to be lost in the
oil industry, but the pace of build-
ing new projects needed to be
much faster, “not an easy thing to
do™.

While the Hull plant may be con-
trolled by a foreign company and
producing blades designed el-
sewhere, it is at least supporting
relatively well-paid jobs in an area
that could use them. When the
company was staffing up a decade
ago, it received 28,000 applica-
tions, Mr Sykes said. NYTIMES
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How to protect yourself as a freelancer

l"l"‘

In this series, manpower reporter
Tay Hong Yi offers practical
answers to candid questions on
navigating workplace challenges
and getting ahead in your career.
Get more tips by signing up to
['he Straits Times’ HeadSTart
newsletter.

Q I would like to try my hand at
freelance work. How do [ protect
myself?

A A freelance role offers flexible
working arrangements that cater
to individuals aiming to balance
their personal and professional
lives, said Ms Jean See, director of
the National Trades Union Con-
eress Freelancers and Self-Em-
ployed Unit (U FSE).

However, the arrangement is not
without risk, which can be mitigat-
ed through sound precautions.

“Individuals considering a free-
lance role or transitioning to free-
lancing as a career must familiarise
themselves with understanding
and negotiating contracts skilful-
ly)” she added.

The labour movement suggests

freelancers always have a written
contract with those engaging their
services to help both parties get on
the same page, she said.

“The contract should detail the
scope and duration of work, pay-
ment terms, termination of con-
tract, protection clauses such as
copyright and dispute resolution to
safeguard their legal rights and
provide clear guidelines for han-
dling potential issues,” said Ms See.

She added that in contracting
with a service buyer, freelancers
can tap a template that sets out key
terms of engagement between
both parties, which was developed
by the Tripartite Alliance for Fair
and Progressive Employment
Practices.

Besides listing the terms of con-

tract, freelancers should negotiate
to ensure the terms are fair, clear
and beneficial for both parties.

“For example, the contract
should specify usage rights, dura-
tion of use, copyright or exclusivity
or intellectual property clauses,
transfer of rights and credit terms,
where applicable.”

She advises freelancers to carry
out reference checks on those who
seek to engage their services.

“Freelancers can verify if they
are entering into a partnership
with a legitimate company and if
the company has a good record of
paying on time,” she said.

Such checks can be done by ask-
ing fellow freelancers, finding out
on the internet or viewing the ser-
vice buyer’s details on the Ac-

counting and Corporate Regulato-
ry Authority website.

“Freelancers should carefully
evaluate companies which do not
agree to fair contract terms and
weigh the risks against the benefits
before deciding to work with
them,” she added.

“We encourage freelancers to
work with companies that have
adopted the Tripartite Standard on
Contracting with Self-Employed
Persons, as the standards set out
fair contracting practices.”

Freelancers should join a wider
community, such as U FSE and
NTUC-affiliated associations such
as the National Instructors and
Coaches Association, or the Visual,
Audio, Creative Content Profes-
sionals Association.

“By doing so, they can access ex-
tensive networks, resources and
leverage the expertise and guid-
ance of seasoned freelancers,” she
said.

These bodies can represent and
support them in areas such as in-
come security, skills mastery and
work prospects through the pro-
grammes and resources provided.

Freelance and self-employed
workers seeking guidance on ca-
reer options and plying their trade
can reach out to the U FSE centre at
level 7, Launch Zone at the Nation-
al Library Building.

hytay@sph.com.sg

» Have a question? Send it to
askst@sph.com.sg

S reshaping high-tech global
supply chains to reduce risks

It aims to diversify
chip production,
green tech amid
concerns over China

WASHINGTON - If the Biden admin-
istration had its way, far more elec-
tronic chips would be made in fac-
tories in, say, Texas or Arizona.

They would then be shipped to
partner countries, such as Costa
Rica, Vietnam or Kenya, for final
assembly and sent out into the
world to run everything from re-
frigerators to supercomputers.

Those places may not be the first
that come to mind when people
think of semiconductors. But ad-
ministration officials are trying to
transform the world’s chip supply
chain and are negotiating intensely
to do so.

The core elements of the plan in-
clude getting foreign companies to
invest in chipmaking in the United
States and finding other countries
to set up factories to finish the
work. Officials and researchers in
Washington call it part of the new
“chip diplomacy”.

The Biden administration argues
that producing more of the tiny
brains of electronic devices in the
US will help make the country
more prosperous and secure.

President Joe Biden boasted
about his efforts in his interview
on July 5 with ABC News, during
which he said he managed to get
South Korea to invest billions of
dollars in chipmaking in the US.

But a key part of the strategy is
unfolding outside America’s bor-
ders, where the administration is
trying to work with partners to en-
sure that investments in the US are
more durable. If the nascent effort
progresses, it may help the admin-
istration meet some of its broad
strategic goals.

It wants to blunt security con-
cerns involving China, which is
growing its chip manufacturing
while making threats against Tai-
wan, a global centre of chip tech-
nology. And it wants to lower the
risks of disruptions to the chip
supply chain that became evident
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A Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company plant under construction in Phaenlx Arizona. The core Elements of a new “chip dlpinma:y plan by the US include
getting foreign companies to invest in chipmaking domestically and finding other countries to set up factories to finish the work. PHOTO: NYTIMES

during the coronavirus pandemic
and the war in Ukraine, both of
which threw global shipping and
manufacturing into turmoil.

“The focus has been to do our
best to expand the capacity in a di-
verse set of countries to make
those global supply chains more
resilient,” said Professor Ramin
Toloui, a Stanford University pro-
fessor who recently served as as-
sistant secretary of the State De-
partment’s Bureau of Economic
and Business Affairs, which is at
the forefront of diplomatic efforts
to set up new supply chains.

The administration aims to do
that not just for chips, but also for
oreen energy technology such as
electric wvehicle batteries, solar
panels and wind turbines. China is

by far the biggest player in those
industries.

Mr Biden and his aides say that
dominance by Chinese companies
is a national security issue, as well
as a human rights problem, given
that some of the manufacturing
takes place in Xinjiang, a region of
China where officials reportedly
force members of some Muslim
ethnic groups to work in factories.

Over three years of the Biden ad-
ministration, the US has attracted
US$395 billion (S$530 billion) of
investment in semiconductor
manufacturing and US$405 billion
for making green technology and
generating clean power, Prof To-
loui said.

Many of the companies investing
in that kind of manufacturing in

STRONGER SUPPLY CHAINS

The focus has been to do
our best to expand the
capacity in a diverse set
of countries to make
those global supply chains
more resilient.
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PROFESSOR RAMIN TOLOUI,

a Stanford University professor
who recently served as assistant
secretary of the State Department’s
Bureau of Economic and

Business Affairs.

the US are based in Asian econo-
mies known for their tech industri-
es — Japan, South Korea and Tai-
wan, for instance — and in Europe.
One is SK Hynix, a South Korean
chipmaker that is building a
US$3.8 billion factory in Indiana.
The State Department says that
the project is the largest-ever in-
vestment in that state and that it
has the potential to bring more
than 1,000 jobs to the region.
Secretary of State Antony Blin-
ken mentioned that project in a
speech in June at a conference in
Maryland aimed at encouraging
foreign investment in the US. And
he underscored how he hoped leg-
islation enacted by Mr Biden
would draw foreign investment to
US high-tech manufacturing by

“modernising our roads, our rail,
our broadband, our electric grid”.

The policy efforts, he added, are
aimed at “strengthening and diver-
sifying supply chains, turbocharg-
ing domestic manufacturing, spur-
ring key industries of the future,
from semiconductors to clean
energy’.

The Commerce Department has
also played a major role in the ef-
fort to shore up the chip supply
chain and is disbursing US$50 bil-
lion to companies and organisa-
tions to research, develop and
manufacture chips.

Commerce Secretary Gina Rai-
mondo led an in-depth study of
global chip supply chains to identi-
fy vulnerabilities and has worked
with foreign governments to dis-
cuss opportunities for additional
investments overseas.

The topic was a focus of Ms Rai-
mondo’s trip to Costa Rica in
spring 2024 as she met local offi-
cials and executives from Intel,
which runs a factory there. (Prof
Toloui spoke at a semiconductor
manufacturing conference in Cos-
ta Rica in January.) She also dis-
cussed diversifying the semicon-
ductor supply chain on trips to
Panama and Thailand.

But reworking global supply
chains so that they are less depen-
dent on East Asia will be a chal-
lenge. East Asian chip factories of-
fer more cutting-edge technology,
a larger pool of talented engineers
and lower costs than American fac-
tories are projected to.

Taiwan produces more than 60
per cent of the world’s chips and
nearly all of the most advanced
chips, which are used in smart-
phones and other devices. By com-
parison, the US semiconductor in-
dustry could face a shortage of up
to 90,000 workers over the next
few years, according to estimates.

Governments in China, Taiwan,
South Korea and elsewhere are also
aggressively subsidising their own
chip industries.

Still, billions of dollars of new US
investment are expected to some-
what shift global supply chains.
The US share of global chip manu-
facturing is projected to rise to 14
per cent by 2032, from 10 per cent
today, according to a May report
from the Semiconductor Industry
Association and the Boston Con-
sulting Group.

Some administration officials
have engaged in a more coercive
form of chip diplomacy to prevent
China from developing versions of
American technology. That ap-
proach has focused on persuading
a handful of countries — Japan and
the Netherlands, in particular — to
stop companies from selling some
chipmaking tools to China.
NYTIMES
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Chief executive Kerry Mok said the Covid-19 pandemic
drove the company to diversify by establishing a new air
cargo division and expand into food services, on top of
its original aviation catering business.
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BENG KUANG MARINE.

Chief executive Yong Jiunn Run said the company now
services floating production systems used by the
offshore oil and gas industry and is expanding into
offshore renewable energy.
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Straits Times senior columnist Ven Sreenivasan speaking at the seminar on stock opportunities for retail investors. He noted the resurgence of trading activity on 5GX in recent weeks. ST PHOTO: BRIAN TEO

Consider undervalued firms as
trading picks up here: Panellists

Sats, Beng Kuang Marine, Centurion Corp
seen as having strong growth potential

Sue-Ann Tan
Business Correspondent

Singapore stocks saw their best ral-
ly in years over the week of July 8,
with the Straits Times Index rising
2.6 per cent through the week to
close on July 12 at 3,497.78.

The benchmark index was sup-
ported by the three Singapore
banks — DBS, UOB and OCBC -
which all hit record highs during
the week, as well as interest rate-
sensitive real estate investment
trusts and property stocks.

But besides the blue chips, there
could be some firms with smaller

market capitalisation which are
undervalued that are worth look-
ing into, said panellists at a July 11
seminar organised by Maybank Se-
curities to highlight stock opportu-
nities for retail investors.

At the event, guest speaker Ven
Sreenivasan, who is a senior co-
lumnist at The Straits Times, noted
there has been a resurgence of
trading activity in the Singapore
stock market in recent weeks.

“There is some interest returning
to the market. It is, after all, a mar-
ket which gives dividends of 3.5
per cent to 4 per cent, and there are
lots of undervalued players. Com-
panies are generally well regulated

and well managed.”

Mr Thilan Wickramasinghe,
Maybank’s head of research for
Singapore, who moderated a panel
discussion at the seminar, noted
separately that the current rally
has been driven by financials and a
few industrial stocks.

“However, if sentiment streng-
thens, the rally could broaden and
investor attention will increasingly
shift towards good-quality lag-
gards,” he said.

He added that by stock picking,
investors can find companies
whose valuations are cheap com-
pared with their peers, and check if
the management team has a plan.

“Are there clear targets with ti-
melines to achieve these (plans),
especially when it comes to share-
holder returns?” he asked.

Mr Sreenivasan noted that stock

picking is about finding a strategic
balance between maximising re-
turns, or prioritising stocks with
high potential returns, and min-
imising the risks.

Investors looking for underva-
lued stocks can examine aspects
such as earnings growth, business
models and management, as well
as consider if there is potential cor-
porate action such as mergers and
acquisitions on the cards, he said.

Mr Sreenivasan highlighted the
three companies on the panel -
aviation cargo and food specialist
Sats, marine and offshore compa-
ny Beng Kuang Marine, and spe-
cialised accommodation assets op-
erator Centurion Corporation — as
examples of businesses with
strong growth potential.

After buying European air cargo
player Worldwide Flight Services

(WFS) for $1.8 billion in 2023, mak-
ing it the world’s biggest air cargo
operator, Sats saw its revenues for
the financial year ended March 31
reach $5.1 billion, up from the $1.8
billion in the previous financial
year, while its net profit of $56.4
million was a turnaround from its
net loss of $26.5 million before.

Sats also announced ambitious
targets to bring in over $8 billion in
revenue by financial year 2028,
and achieve a return on equity of 15
per cent. It also aims to reach a
market capitalisation of $10 billion
after 2028.

Chief executive Kerry Mok said
the Covid-19 pandemic was a chal-
lenge, but it drove the company to
diversify by establishing a new air
cargo division through the acquisi-
tion of WFS. It has also expanded
into food services, on top of its

CENTURION CORP

Chief executive Kong Chee Min said that between 201
and 2023, the company saw a 26 per cent compound
annual growth rate in revenue from core business
operations, and plans to roll out a new dormitory here.

original aviation catering business.

Analysts have a “buy” call on
Sats, expecting its earnings recov-
ery to accelerate in 2025.

A DBS research report in April
said there is a likelihood of a 3 per
cent to 5 per cent increase in global
air cargo volumes in 2024, on the
back of easing global inflation, in-
creased demand for cross-border
e-commerce deliveries, and ongo-
ing container shipping disruptions
— trends that have encouraged a
shift towards air freight.

The report added: “Apart from an
increase in global air cargo vol-
umes, Sats’ cargo handling seg-
ment could also see stronger
yields, benefiting from stronger
pricing, and the group offering
more value-added services.”

Beng Kuang Marine is another
stock that could be undervalued af-
ter withdrawing from its loss-mak-
ing businesses. For instance, it dis-
posed of two-thirds of its Batam
shipyard and liquidated its vessels
business.

CEO Yong Jiunn Run said the
firm now services floating produc-
tion systems, which are used by
the offshore oil and gas industry. It
has served 24 assets spanning
nearly 10 countries in regions such
as South America, West Affrica,
South-east Asia and China.

He added that the business is al-
so expanding into offshore renew-
able energy.

Mr Jarick Seet, Maybank’s re-
search vice-president and head of
small-mid caps, initiated coverage
on the stock with a “buy” call, say-
ing it has grown to become a major
player in the maintenance, repair
and servicing of offshore and ma-
rine equipment. It is also benefit-
ing from robust global activity in
that area, and is supported by a pi-
peline of projects, he added.

Centurion Corporation, a global
specialised accommodation pro-
vider, is also a stock to watch. It has
17 purpose-built workers’ dormito-
ries in Singapore and Malaysia, and
17 student accommodation proper-
ties in Britain, the US and Austra-
lia.

CEO Kong Chee Min noted that
between 2011 and 2023, there has
been a 26 per cent compound an-
nual growth rate in revenue from
core business operations.

“In terms of the growth pipeline,
we are also not stopping here, de-
spite having recurring income,” he
said, noting that the company has
its expansion plans laid out, such
as rolling out a new dormitory here
by the end of 2024 and redevelop-
ment plans in Australia.

UOB Kay Hian analyst Adrian
Loh maintained a “buy” call on
Centurion, citing healthy occupan-
cy rates in its British and Austra-
lian student accommodation, as
well as growth initiatives such as
its announced entry into Hong
Kong.

suetan@sph.com.sg
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[1ow vapes
hooked

d new

generation
in Australla

Half-hearted efforts to crack down on vaping
have created a wicked situation.

e — . ow embarked on a fresh round
: of world-first measures to try to ¢
. combat vaping, though critics say :
. the proposals are too weak
: and have come too late.

Jonathan Pearlman

For The Straits Times

SYDNEY - For decades, Australia
was seen as a world leader in
combating tobacco use after
adopting a series of moves that
spectacularly curbed smoking
rates.

featuring graphic television
advertisements that followed the
path of smoke as it was inhaled
and entered the lungs, which was
credited with helping to reduce
smoking rates by 4 percentage
points in five years.

Massive tax hikes raised the

more than A%$50 (S$46). Australia
was also the first country in the
world in 2012 to introduce
compulsory plain packaging laws
for cigarettes that also forced
cartons to carry macabre health
warnings. Despite lawsuits by
tobacco companies, the measures
prevailed and were followed
internationally.

Today, smoking rates in
Australia among those aged 4
and above have plunged to 8 per
cent from 24 per cent in 1991,
making it one of the lowest in the
developed world. In Singapore,
about 9.5 per cent of those aged
21 to 69 and above are regular
smokers, according to survey by
Milieu Insight conducted in
December 2023.

But Australia’s run of successes
has been brought to a grinding
halt by the growing popularity of
vapes, or e-cigarettes, particularly
among young people. The

: authorities had hoped that vapes
: would help people to quit

: smoking, but concede that they

. have instead proven to be a

. new gateway to nicotine

. addiction.

The federal government has

Regulations, which took

: effect on July 1, require vapes to

. be sold by pharmacies only, with
. flavours restricted to tobacco,

: menthol and mint. In addition,

i vapes must be sold in plain

: packaging and cannot be

These included a 1997 campaign
. manufactured.

advertised or locally

But these latest measures

. have highlighted the failure of
: lawmakers to decisively counter
: the rise of vapes, as well as the
. thorny difficulties involved in :
. regulating a product that, once let :
. loose, becomes difficult to rein in. :

cost of a packet of 25 cigarettes to :
- BAIT AND SWITCH

. When vapes first arrived in -.
. Australia more than a decade ago,
. they were welcomed as a :
: potentially less harmful nicotine
: product that could help the

. country’s dwindling numbers of
: smokers to quit.

Treating vapes as a harm

. reduction tool “held true for the
i first little while”, Associate
. Professor Becky Freeman, a

public health expert at Sydney

. University, told The Straits Times. :
: She had spent decades working
: on tobacco control and tracked
. the rise of vaping in Australia.

“They were hard to use, were

often expensive, and the average
: 13-year-old was not going to pick
. them up off the shelf” she said.

But vaping firms seized on the

. opportunity to introduce
. nicotine-related products to a
i generation who had been largely

e

i persuaded that smoking was not

¢ “cool”. Suddenly, disposable,

: easy-to-use flavoured vapes could
. be found in attractive packaging

. and marketed on websites

: popular with youth.

Unfortunately, according to Prof

: Freeman, the emergence of

: youth-friendly vapes occurred in
. Australia as the first cases of

: Covid-19 were emerging in early
: 2020. “The public health

i authorities took their eyes off

: vaping due to Covid-19, and

. vaping rates literally skyrocketed
. overnight.”

“A product that was supposedly

¢ claimed to be for adults who had
i tried everything they could to

i quit smoking was primarily being
¢ used by young people who had

: never smoked,” she added.

HALF-HEARTED EFFORTS

The vaping problem became
. acute after the pandemic.

In June 2020, the federal

: government proposed to ban all

: imports of vapes. Internationally,

: more than 30 countries, such as

. Singapore, have banned sales of

. vapes. But the Australian proposal
: was delayed and eventually

: abandoned, after a group of

pro-free market MPs in the ruling

Liberal-National Coalition raised
: concerns.

In the years after, vape stores

i and convenience stores selling

! vapes targeting young people

. popped up across the country. A

i study by the University of Notre

: Dame published in January of 194
: vaping stores in the state of

: Western Australia found that 88

: per cent were located within Ikm
. of a school.

Vapes containing nicotine could

i only be prescribed by doctors to

: smokers who were trying to quit,
: 50 these stores should have sold

. only non-nicotine vapes. But

: many of the vapes sold contained
: nicotine, prompting urgent

i crackdowns to try to remove

: these nicotine vapes from stores.
! In the most populous state of

i New South Wales, 460,450

: nicotine vapes and cartridges

: were seized from stores in the

: year to March 31, 2024. About 50
. inspectors were devoted to the

: task, with the state spending

i about A$1.3 million a year on

: enforcement.

But low penalties, coupled with

: weak enforcement, failed to deter
: organised crime syndicates who

. saw these damages as an

: acceptable price of doing

. business.

In New South Wales, the

: maximum penalty for selling

: vapes is a A$1,650 fine or six

: months in prison. There have

: only been 12 convictions of illegal
: vape sellers in the 18 months to

: the end of 2023, and none went

: to jail, according to an

: investigation by ABC News

: in April.

Stores were also openly flouting

. rules restricting the sale of vapes
. to those aged 18 and above. A

: survey of 14- to 17-year-olds

: published in 2023 found that 77
. per cent of those who had used

. vapes found it “easy” to access

: them.

Despite schools installing vape

: CONTINUED ON PAGE B2
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Focus on skills that contribute towards a child’s holistic development, the writer urges. What fits the bill are pro-social skills, such as a desire to keep learning and contributing to the community. ST FILE PHOTO

Parents and kids can be better off

if we widen concept of merit

1o end society s obsession with relative performance, we should count contributions to community as part of merit.

Tan Poh Lin

Parents do a lot for their children
in Singapore.

Many go to great lengths to
secure places for their kids in
coveted primary schools and send
them for private tutoring. Such
competitiveness means that
families spend more and more
time and money, just to outdo
each other.

More recently, the north-east
region has witnessed the
proliferation of “dedicated
enrichment zones”. These have
now expanded their offerings to
cater to pre-school children,
opening up a new frontier in the
educational arms race.

As a mother of two young
children myself, I've been in
countless conversations with
other parents about schools and
extracurricular activities. In my
experience, while most parents
would personally agree with
Prime Minister Lawrence Wong's
assessment that the definition of
success should go beyond
academic and material
achievements, many may
nevertheless choose to stick to
the old formula when it comes to
their own children.

Yet amidst all the competition,
many are unhappy with having to
be more kiasu, literally “fearful of
losing”, than one would otherwise
like to be.

: A CULTURE OF
: HYPER-COMPETITIVENESS

So what exactly are parents
i fearful of?

Perhaps the most obvious

: answer is that parents fear seeing
: their children at the bottom of

the heap in a system that

i concentrates rewards at the top.
: To get up there, one must

i outperform peers in assessments
. from classroom to workplace.

In the past, parents would

i receive school report cards that

i clearly indicated a student’s exact
. ranking in class as determined by
. exams that started as early as

i Primary 1. This information,

. which indicated how far a student
: was from the top, likely

: compelled some families to get

: more heavily involved.

Today, primary and secondary

. school students no longer have to
. sit mid-year examinations, and

. the youngest would also be

. spared from testing until

. Primary 3. Moreover, starting this
. year, academic streaming has

: been removed in secondary

i schools in favour of subject-based
: banding. By diversifying from the
. use of single metrics, these moves
: have reined in the stressful

practice of student ranking.
Although these institutional

: shifts can take some of the edge
. off the pressure on parents, some
i families have got around them by
. sending their children for mock
: examinations at private centres.

. Similarly, when primary school

. registration rules were amended
. in 2021 to double the number of
. places reserved for the most

. competitive phase, parents’ chat
. groups and forums immediately
. discussed strategies to get ahead
. of the competition.

These responses suggest

. changes to the educational

. system and rules can do only so

: much. As long as parents feel that
. some schools and pathways are

. more prestigious than others,

. they will continue to feel the

. pressures of a hyper-competitive

. culture.

PARENTAL OBLIGATION
. AND UNCERTAINTY

(One reason that parents are so

. competitive is that they feel their
. children are vulnerable and

. depend upon them to provide

. help and guidance. Driven by a

. sense of duty, they find it difficult
. to defy crowd wisdom because, in :
. future, they might be accused of

. being irresponsible parents. This

. also accords them with the moral
. authority to override any childish
. protestations as the adult “voice

. of reason”. The forces at play are

. especially intense if the stakes are
. determined at younger ages.

. Another problem is that parents :
. have to take decisions today

. without full information on their
. children’s future preferences.

. Uncertain where their children’s
. passions will lie and what their

. material aspirations will look like,
. parents are more likely to avoid

: risky choices in favour of safer

: options, which is doing what

. everyone else is doing.

These dynamics restrict the

: choice sets of parents, often at

: the cost of the well-being of the

: students themselves. Stress levels
. among Singaporean children have
: increased and academics play a

. big part. This is likely linked to

. If a decisive shift in

. parenting culture is to

. happen, a social

. consensus is needed.

. What can help accelerate
: this process is to increase
- recognition of the trend

. towards a softer approach
- to child development, in

- which families

. increasingly care about

. character and

. socio-emotional

. development, and where

. building environments of
. support, trust and

. openness is prioritised.

: why children have been reporting
: more mental health issues, with

: one study estimating that

: children lose 24 days of school

. per year on average due to

: depression or anxiety symptoms.

While experts warn that busy

: parents may not detect issues or
: be equipped to provide support

. for their children’s mental health,
: a separate set of risks also arises
: from the opposite direction,

: where overly intensive parenting
: leads to anxiety and weakens the
: ability to face failure among

. children.

Some parents may feel that

. these costs are worth it if it

: means that their children will
: have a brighter future. But it

: doesn’t make sense to pursue

: something at all costs, and yet
. take a naive and uncritical view of :
: the expected gains, which can be

: very far from what is imagined as
: to how far they actually go

: towards fulfilment and

: well-being. A culture centred on

: academic performance and failing
. to properly value children’s

. holistic development leads us to

: short-change ourselves and our

: loved ones.

MAKING MERIT LESS ABOUT
: RELATIVE PERFORMANCE

: Apart from academic ability, we

: need to focus on skills and

. competencies that contribute

. towards a child’s holistic

: development while tamping down

: excessive competitiveness in a
: merit-based society.

These must meet two criteria.

. First, they need to be highly

. desired by future employers,

i colleagues and society at large.

: Second, they need to be

: observable, measurable and vet,

: relative to academic performance,
. less given to competitive

: pressures that can spill over to

: parents.

Such competencies should also

| : be independent of socioeconomic
. background. This can help bolster
: the institution of meritocracy as

: an underlying governing

: principle. This has come under

: increased scrutiny as some feel

i the odds of accumulating merit

. are stacked against the

. disadvantaged, who are further

: made to feel undeserving.

What fits the bill are pro-social

. skills that include diligence,

: resilience, honesty, humility,

: kindness, and desire to keep

: learning and contributing to the
: community. These attributes are
: not only highly sought after in

. professional settings, but

: necessarily involve individual

: autonomy and value

. identification. They also place the
i onus of learning, as it should be,
. on the students rather than on

: their parents.

Moral striving and contributing

: to the common good are also

: non-competitive and less

: dependent on family background,
. bringing us closer to a fair society,
: where everyone can make good,

: regardless of socioeconomic

i status.

This is in contrast with

. technical competencies, which

. are also important, but where not
. everyone can be a top achiever.

: By logical implication, the flip

: side of acknowledging that every
: child has unique gifts, is that

. there will be some advantages

: and talents that not every child

: POSSesses.

A broader concept of merit that

: is more within everyone’s reach

: can lower stress, improve mental
: health and embolden individuals

i to pursue personal interests and

: strengths. It also promotes proper
i societal functioning through

. greater belonging, cohesion, and

. increased propensity to take

. calculated risks.

. ARRIVING AT A
. SOCIAL CONSENSUS

: If a decisive shift in parenting

: culture is to happen, a social

: consensus is needed. What can

. help accelerate this process is to

. increase recognition of the trend
. towards a softer approach to child
. development, in which families

: increasingly care about character
: and socio-emotional

. development, and where building
: environments of support, trust

: and openness is prioritised.

If such a consensus is reached,

: parents will not feel compelled to
. enter the educational race at the

: expense of their children’s

i well-being, just because they

: mistakenly think that’s what

i everyone else is also doing.

By shifting the bar for merit in

. the classroom from achievement
. for personal gain to include

: contributions to the community,
: we make it something which

. everyone, not just the few, can

: reach.

i ® Tan Poh Lin is a senior research

. fellow at the Institute of Policy

: Studies, Lee Kuan Yew School of
Public Policy, National University of
: Singapore.

Playing catch-up to

&

reverse vaping

FROM B1

detectors in bathrooms or
introducing mandatory education
about the risks, vaping rates
continued to rise. A study in 2023
found that 30 per cent of 12- to
17-year-olds reported having used
vapes, more than double the rate
in 2017.

A more recent study, published
in 2024, found that for 14- to
17-year-olds, using vapes “had
become a fixture of their
adolescent identity and a shared,
and at times defining,
characteristic of their cohort”.

“It’s so common now... It’s not
like taboo or anything like that....

trend

: Everyone just does it,” one teen
: said.

“If you're not (vaping)...it’s kind

of like a little bit like you're not
. like a normal teenager,” said
: another.

. THE CHALLENGE
. OF ENFORCEMENT

: It remains unclear if the new

. rules restricting vape sales and

. imports will help untangle

i Australia’s vaping problem. Most
: health experts welcomed the

: move to finally address the easy
i access to vapes but condemned
. the weakening of the law.

“Australia is a world leader in

. tobacco control, but is missing

. the opportunity to be a world

i leader in vaping control,”

. Professor Simone Pettigrew, from
. The George Institute for Global

: Health, said in a statement. “Our
: young people will be the ones to

. suffer the consequences.”

The ruling Labor party’s

. preferred strategy for countering
. vapes was to make them

. prescription only, so smokers can
. access these medically prescribed
. quitting tools, and thereby

. eliminating any alternative uses.

. However, in order to secure

. sufficient legislative support to

: pass the Bill, the proposal had to
. be watered down to permit

. over-the-counter sales at

. pharmacies to those aged 18 and

. above.

This puts pharmacists in a

. difficult position. The Pharmacy

. Guild, which represents

. pharmacies, said many

. pharmacists did not want to sell a

. product that could lower

: community health outcomes,

: noting the limited evidence

: showing that vapes help people to
. quit smoking.

The success of the new rules

: also relies on enforcement, which
: appears to remain lax. Despite

: government commitment to

i stamping out recreational vaping,
: no fines were imposed in the

. state of Victoria in the first four

: days of the law’s operations,

: according to a report in The Age.

. THE PROBLEM WITH
. STUBBORN DEMAND

: Worse, some experts believe that
. the new measures will simply

. drive demand underground,

. straining already tight

. enforcement resources.

Restricting sales to
pharmaceuticals is “a huge gift to

. the black market”, Dr James
: Martin from Deakin University

: who studies the illicit drug trade
. in Australia, told ST.

“In Australia, we have seen the

: emergence of pop-up shops with
. a range of soft drinks but the

: primary thing they sell is illicit

: vapes and tobacco,” he said.

“These stores make incredible

. amounts of money... tens of
: thousands of dollars a day”

Dr Martin said police lack the

. resources to shut down all stores

: selling illicit vapes, given more

: pressing work. State-based health
: authorities are also not equipped
: to enforce rules that require them
: to confront organised crime

: groups.

Anticipating the risk of an

Ultimately, the Australian

. authorities are now trying to play

: catch-up and reverse the recent

: youth uptake of vapes. But with

: vaping this entrenched, stemming
. their use can be tricky.

Clearly, the government’s

. earlier run of successes against

: smoking does not mean a

. permanent victory in the war

: against tobacco. Its approach in

: the past five years, especially the
i failure to proceed with an import
. ban in 2020, may have paved the
: way for vaping to take hold. As

: long-time observers of the war

i against tobacco have noted,

: faltering can be fatal.

“The tobacco industry is always

: innovating and moving ahead of
: : the public health system,” Prof

. expanding black market, Australia :
: Health Minister Mark Butler :
: announced the creation of a new
: position, the Illicit Tobacco and

: E-cigarette Commissioner, to

. target the black market.

Freeman said.
“We could have seen a lot

: sooner that we have a massive

: non-nicotine loophole that was

: allowing nicotine products to be
: sold.”

: jonathanmpearlman@gmail.com
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Chinas economic model needs a makeover

A switch from

supporting the supply ¢

side to the demand
side has become
urgent.

Vikram Khanna

Senior Columnist

The third plenum of the 20th
Communist Party of China’s
Central Committee, which will be
held from July 15 to 18, presents a

rare opportunity to make some of :

the radical changes that China’s
economy needs.
Usually held every five years,

third plenums focus on deepening

economic reforms. Some past
plenums have had a
transformational impact. Most
famously, in 1978, then leader
Deng Xiaoping announced
China’s shift away from central
planning to a more market-based
economy in what was one of the
most far-reaching reforms in
China’s history.

This year’s 3rd plenum, which
was postponed from last year for
unexplained reasons, comes at a
critical time for China’s economy,
which is faced with a staggering
variety of problems: deflationary
pressures, a real estate crisis,
worsening demographics,
flagging consumer and investor
confidence, high youth
unemployment, heavily indebted
local governments and
protectionist pressures.

INVESTMENT-LED GROWTH
HAS MAXED OUT

Its economic model for the better
part of the last 45 years has been
driven largely by investment in
infrastructure, construction
capital goods and housing. This
was needed for an economy in
the early stages of development,
when investment opportunities
were abundant.

But since about a decade ago, it
became increasingly clear that
investment — which had hit 47
per cent of gross domestic
product (GDP), among the
highest in the world — was
vielding lower returns and
becoming unproductive.

This was most dramatically
reflected in a massive oversupply
of housing, which became the
source of a real-estate crisis. It
was also reflected in rising public
debt, which has soared from
about 200 per cent of GDP in
2015 to 300 per cent at present —
proof that additional spending
wasn't paying off like before.

China’s policymakers have
realised that they need to shift
away from the investment-led
growth model, that the returns on
building more subways, airports,
highways and the like had
diminished.

They have responded by
pouring resources, through
generous subsidies, into a variety
of high-technology industries in
the manufacturing sector,
including semiconductors,
electric vehicles (EVs), batteries,
other green technologies and
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: aerospace.

While China has achieved

: global leadership in some of these
: industries, which was the goal,

: the new strategy is but another

: variation of adding to the supply

: side of the economy. The demand
: side, which centres on the
Chinese consumer. has been

: neglected, despite an official

: commitment to “common

. prosperity”.

So, who will buy all the new

Exports are the only other

: outlet. But China’s biggest

: markets in the West are not

: willing to absorb the new,

: high-value products that China

: wants to sell and have responded
: with protectionist measures — for
: example, most recently on

: Chinese-made EVs and solar

: panels — and there may be more

: restrictions to come.

So, in the current geopolitical

. environment at least, export

: expansion cannot serve as China’s
: pathway to sustained economic

: growth.

Nor can China’s Belt and Road

. Initiative (BRI), through which it
: exports capital goods to mainly
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: developing countries, be the

: answer. While some of its projects
: have been successful, the

. experience with Venezuela, Sri :
: Lanka, Pakistan and some African :
. countries has shown that it is

i often difficult for China to recoup
: its investments. In recent years,

: China has scaled back its BRL

Productivity is another possible

. source of growth. But as

: economist Stephen Roach of Yale
: : University, among others, has

. products that China is producing? :
: Local consumption is constrained
: because of the real-estate crisis

i which has reduced people’s

: wealth and led to high household
: debt, and because of insufficient
. safety nets, which force people to
: save more for healthcare,

: pensions and education.

pointed out, this is being held

: back by an official emphasis on

: supporting less productive
state-owned enterprises (SOEs),

: rather than China’s more dynamic
: private sector, which is subject to
: various regulatory constraints,

: especially targeted at internet

. platform companies.

With investment-led growth

. having maxed out, export growth
: constrained by
: productivity having slowed,

: boosting domestic consumption
: is the most viable driver of

. sustained growth for China’s

: economy.

protectionism and

PRO-CONSUMPTION RECIPES

: There are many policies to boost

: consumption. One of them, which
: is a priority for the government, is ;
: to stabilise the property market.

: It is doing this by easing

: restrictions on purchases,

: lowering mortgage rates and

: down payment requirements, and

. encouraging local governments to
. buy unsold homes to convert
. them to affordable housing.

But so far, none of these
measures has made much

. difference. Even if the property
. market is stabilised at current

. levels, prices will still be high

. relative to incomes, at 30 to 40
. times in major cities, which

. means if incomes don't rise,

. prices must continue to fall.

Another avenue to raise

. consumption is through reforms
. of China’s “hukou” or household
. registration system. There are

. more than 200 million migrant

. workers living in cities who don't
. have the same rights to social

. services, such as education and

. healthcare, as well as loans and

pension benefits, as other urban

. dwellers. Providing these workers
. with more rights would raise their
. consumption significantly and on
. a huge scale. The fiscal burden

. would not be onerous in the

. medium term, as higher incomes

. and consumption would lead to

. more jobs, boost the business

. sector and broaden the tax base.

Several economists, including

from China, have long called for
. hukou reforms, but these have so

. far been piecemeal. There are

several reasons for resistance to

. the reforms, including concerns
. about strains on urban

- infrastructure, pushback from

. urban residents who fear more
. competition for public services

: such as housing, education and

: healthcare, and administrative

: complexities related to changing
. registration policies, which

. requires coordination across

. various levels of government.

THE 'BIG BAZOOKA' STIMULUS
: AND ITS LIMITS

. Some economists have called for
: a “big bazooka” fiscal expansion

: through direct government

: transfers to boost consumption,

- similar to what some advanced

. countries did during Covid-19, but
. which China refrained from

: doing.

While such transfers would put

: more money into people’s

: pockets, they would be a

. short-term measure and some of
the funds would be saved rather
: than spent.

What is needed are policies that

: boost consumption on a more

. durable basis. This could be done

. by expanding social safety nets —

. for example, through more health
: and education subsidies and

. pension reforms, which would

: reduce people’s incentives to save.

Chief economist Xu Gao of the

: Bank of China International has

. also suggested a shareholding

: scheme for SOE stocks, under

- which the government creates

: investment funds that invest in

: China’s SOEs and then distributes
. the shares in the funds to

. households, effectively making
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BYD electric cars waiting to be loaded onto a ship at Taicang Port’s international container terminal in Suzhou, in China's eastern Jiangsu province. In the current geopolitical environment, export expansion
: cannot serve as China's pathway to sustained economic growth, says the writer. PHOTO: AFP

: them shareholders. They can then
. directly get dividends from SOEs,

. which would add to their incomes
. and boost consumption.

Some economists, such as

. Professor Michael Pettis of Peking
: University, also propose reducing

: subsidies to the manufacturing

. sector, which would be

: competitive even without them,

. to free up resources to transfer to

: households. Prof Pettis also

: suggests that over time,

: households should receive

: transfers from local governments,
. which own a lot of assets.

Switching China’s economic

. model from supporting the supply
: side of the economy to the

: demand side will be politically

. difficult. There are powerful

. vested interests — including local

: authorities, SOEs, other big

: manufacturing firms and urban

: residents, excluding migrant

: workers — who benefit from the

: status quo.

But if China’s government

. wants to turn around the negative
: sentiment about the economy

: among citizens, its private sector

: and foreign investors, it will need
. to use the third plenum to take

: bold actions that surprise on the

. upside, or at least signal a

: willingness to do so. With China’s
: old model having run its course,

. incremental steps will not go very
: far.

: vikram@sph.com.sg

Lver wonaered why you tend to
fall ill at the start of holidays?

You could be a perfectionist. ['hose of us who
fall ill as soon as we stop work may need to
rethink our approach to life.

Pilita Clark

Pack bags. Go to beach. Get sick.
For as long as I can remember,
this has been the pattern of too
many of my summer holidays.

It does not even need to be
summer. One Friday afternoon in
late 2023, just as I wrote the final
paragraph of a story I had
frantically typed out on the plane

: home after a busy work trip

: abroad, I began to sniffle. By

: 10pm, all hope of a cheering

. weekend off had been killed by a
. sore throat, temperature and

. cough. I was in bed until Monday.

The other week, as summer

“Do it!” they said, adding that it

happened to them all the time.

Word spread. Less than an hour

: later, another colleague from the
: other side of the building

: approached me in the office

: kitchen and said he was thrilled to :
: hear [ was investigating a

. condition he regularly suffered
: from himself.

Considering all this, imagine my

: surprise when I tracked down the
: amiable Dutch research

: psychologist credited with coining
. the term “leisure sickness”, more

: than 20 years ago, and discovered
: the condition might not, as it

; : were, exist.

: holidays loomed, I told a couple of :
: work colleagues I might look into

: whether there was any scientific
. basis for this holiday illness thing.

“Some people don'’t agree it is a

: real disorder” Professor Ad

: Vingerhoets told me in what

. turned out to be the first of two
: striking revelations.

Before 1 get to the second one, it

. is worth saying that Prof
- Vinge
: leisure illness is a real condition

: that should be taken seriously, but
. also a confusing one because

. symptoms vary considerably.

rhoets’ research suggests

When he and colleagues

. surveyed more than 1,800 people
: about the problem, they found

. that around 3 per cent had

: experienced it. Some fell ill just
before the weekend, others at the
. start of a holiday. Common

: symptoms included headaches,

fatigue, muscular pains and

: nausea. Colds and flu-like bugs

. often afflicted people on holiday.

. A more recent study by academics
. in Austria uncovered ear

problems.
Prof Vingerhoets started

: studying the phenomenon after
: realising that when he
- himself, it was often over the

. Christmas and New Year break. At
. other times, ailments started on a
. Friday afternoon and vanished by
: Monday.

got ill

He realised the problem was

more widespread when he ran
. into a relative at a family
: gathering who reliably felt ill at

. the start of summer holidays. :
:  The research suggests a range of :
. causes. The body can have greater
. resistance to disease when under

: acute stress in some cases, S0

. perhaps we get ill once work

: stress subsides. Maybe we notice

. aches and pains once we start

- relaxing that made less impact

. when we were working. Or

. perhaps the stress of work raises

. adrenaline levels that upset the

. immune system or spark leisure

. sickness symptoms.

Prof Vingerhoets recommends a

. workout on Friday afternoons, or
i just before heading on holiday, on
. the grounds it could lower

. adrenaline levels.

But he told me the data

. suggested another important
. cause that all sufferers should
. consider, which is where our

. conversation took a strikingly
. unexpected turn.

“There are good reasons to

: think that the people who are

. especially at risk are workaholics,”
: he told me. This included

. perfectionists who are married to

. their work, he added, “and people
. who musturbate”,

“Who what?” 1 said.
“Musturbate,” he repeated,

: explaining this was a term from

: psychology that referred to

. people who felt they must be the
best at work, or must be the most
: loved, or must be generally

. excellent.

I was sure he was joking about

this, but it turns out he was not.

The idea of musturbation is

. attributed to a late US

. psychotherapist named Albert

. Ellis. It’s defined in the American
: Psychology Association’s online

: Dictionary of Psychology as: “The
. belief by some individuals that

: they must absolutely meet often

. perfectionist goals in order to

: achieve success, approval, or

: comfort.”

Prof Vingerhoets thinks that

. being aware of such unhelpful
: tendencies is a crucial first step in
: overcoming leisure sickness.

I am not entirely sure this ranks

: as news | can use, but nor am |

: ruling it out. Either way, I will be

: giving it deep thought as [ prepare
. to head to the beach this year,

. after a very long session in the

: gym. FINANCIAL TIMES
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Primer

New tech is key, but future of
transport 1s about accessibility

This is the ninth of a series of 12 primers on
current affairs and issues in the news, and
what they mean for Singapore.

Kok Yufeng

Transport Correspondent

Forget about flying cars and
self-driving vehicles.

For those envisioning what the
future of transport should look
like in the coming years, a new
public bus system in the
provincial capital of Peshawar in
Pakistan may prove to be more
instructive.

Launched in August 2020, the

27km transport corridor with
dedicated bus lanes linking the
east and west of the city has cut
travel time by more than an hour
and earned plaudits from
international bodies like the
Institute for Transportation and
Development Policy (ITDP).

Of course, the bus rapid
transit system is not without its
flaws. Beset with technical faults,
bus fires and leaking station roofs
in its first couple of years of
operation, there have also been
allegations of corruption and poor
management.

But with low fares, priority
seats for the elderly and the
disabled, and separate seating
areas for women and transgender
people to reduce the cases of
harassment, the new buses have
grown in popularity, with the bus
system accounting for 50 per cent

= O

: of all public transport trips in
. Peshawar in 2022.

Daily ridership has since

. surpassed 329,000 passengers

. and, more significantly, the

. proportion of women taking

: public transport has risen from 2
: per cent to about 30 per cent in

: four

years.
With a fleet of more than 240

. diesel-electric hybrid buses, the

. city has also been able to replace

: more than 500 outdated informal
: public transport vehicles like

i small trucks and vans that used to
. ply and pollute its streets.

What the Peshawar example

: illustrates is that while new

. technology like electric vehicles

: (EVs) is an important enabler, the
. key to an effective transportation
. system of the future lies in a

. commuter-centric design that

: makes it attractive and accessible

. enough for people to actually use
it

rtation, with only half of

EVS, CLEANER FUELS NOT
: A SILVER BULLET

There is no doubt that the

transport sector needs to
: decarbonise, and needs to do so

: quickly.

:  Transportation already accounts
: for about a quarter of global :
. carbon dioxide emissions, and it
: is the fastest-growing source of

. carbon emissions in the world as
. populations grow, incomes rise,

: and more people and goods need
: to be moved around.

In 2019, the global transport

: sector emitted around 8.9 billion
. tonnes of carbon dioxide (CO2)

. equivalent, up from 5.1 billion

. tonnes in 1990, according to a

: 2022 report by the United

: Nations’ Inte
. on Climate Change (IPCC).

rgovernmental Panel

But even as demand continues

: to rise, transport emissions will
: need to fall to about six million
: tonnes of CO2-equivalent by

: 2030 in order for the global

. energy sector to reach net-zero by :
: 2050, the International Energy
: Agency (IEA) has said.

Technological innovations are

: viewed as a critical piece of the

: puzzle, and EVs have been the

. most notable, especially since

: almost three-quarters of all

. transport emissions come from

. road vehicles like cars, buses and
: trucks.

i So, even though automation and
. other innovations like air taxis

: may seem like the next frontier in
: transpo
: the world’s urban population able
: to access public transport

. conveniently today, the real

. challenge ahead is making the

: switch to greener, more efficient

. travel modes as frictionless and

: equitable as possible for

: everyone.

Yet, EVs also come with their

: own set of problems, and not just
: that they are generally more

i expensive than their internal

: combustion engine (ICE)

. counterparts.

While EVs produce far less

: emissions than vehicles that run
: on fossil fuels, how green they

: actually are depends on how

: clean the electrical grid is.

: Furthermore, the transition to

In order to make transportation more sustainable, people should embrace walking, cycling and public transport, and cities should be designed in such a way that they are compact and built around these
: yufengk@sph.com.sg

About The Straits Times-Ministry of
Education News Outreach Programme

For 12 Mondays between March
18 and Aug 5, this paper’s jour-
nalists will examine different
contemporary topics in the Opi-
nion section. The primers
broach subjects as wide-ranging
as trust in the digital age, the fu-
ture of transport and the mod-
ern definition of success. Each
primer includes a local perspec-

: EVs is an uneven one and

developing countries need access

: to reliable electricity sources for
. the technology to really take off.

EV manufacturing is also

: emissions-intensive, especially

: since the batteries require raw

: materials like cobalt, lithium and
: other rare earth elements, which
: are often mined in ways that are
. environmentally damaging and

i exploitative.

Government policies around the :
. world have helped push things

. forward, with countries like the

: United Kingdom and Singapore

. pledging to phase out the sale of
: petrol and diesel cars in the

: 2030s, though the IEA says more
. can still be done.

A silver lining here is that

: carmakers are now designing new :
: EV motors that rely less on such
: materials, though this is less

: about the environment and more
: about geopolitics, since as much
: as 90 per cent of processed rare

: earth metals comes from China.

In sectors like aviation and

shipping, which are harder to
: decarbonise, there is an even
: steeper mountain to climb.

While electric aircraft and

: vessels are starting to enter the

: market, these are not expected to
: travel long distances or carry

! many passengers.

Hence, there has been a

. growing momentum worldwide to
: find alternative aviation and

transport modes, say researchers from the Institute for Transportation and Development Policy and the University of California, Davis. 5T FILE PHOTO

tive to help students draw links
to the issues’ implications for
Singapore.

The primer articles are part of
The Straits Times-Ministry of
Education News Outreach Pro-
gramme, which aims to promote
an understanding of local and
global issues among pre-univer-
sity students.

: marine fuels, such as biofuels,
i ammonia and, in the longer run,
. hydrogen.

But as with EVs, adopting these

: greener fuels on a wider scale is
: easier said than done.

Not only do they cost several

: times more than regular fossil

: fuels, but there is also limited

: supply, and massive investments
: are needed to scale up

. production. For instance, while

: the production of eco-friendly jet

fuel is expected to triple to 1.875

: billion litres in 2024, more than

: nine times of this projected

: amount need to be produced

: yearly for the cleaner fuel to form
 just 5 per cent of overall

: consumption by 2030.

There is also growing

: scepticism over supposedly

: game-changing innovations like
: driverless cars and air taxis,

: which have hit roadblocks and

. look increasingly less likely to be
i adopted widely in the short to

: medium term.

More broadly, the IEA predicts

that if the global energy sector
. were to achieve net-zero
: emissions by 2050, about 45 per

st W

¢ cent of the emissions reductions
: would need to come from

i technology that has not been

: commercially deployed yet, even
: on a very limited basis.

This means a staggering

: number of technological

: breakthroughs is still needed to
: reach 2050 climate goals, and

. they need to happen at a faster
. pace.

. WALK, CYCLE, RIDE

So, if technology is no silver

i bullet, what else can be done to
: make transportation more

. sustainable?

Embrace walking, cycling and

: public transport, and design cities
. so they are compact and built

: around these transport modes,

: say researchers from ITDP and

. the University of California, Davis.

In a 2021 study, the researchers

. found that combining vehicle

: electrification and a major shift

: away from driving is the only way
: to reduce urban passenger

. transport emissions to a level

. close enough to limit future

: global warming to less than 2 deg
R

-Tn achieve this, cities should

: move funding for expressways
. and roads to mass transit, and
: reallocate space for cars to

: pavements, protected bicycle

: lanes and public transport, the
: researchers said.

Retooling cities so they are

: dense, mixed-use and

: transit-oriented also has benefits
: that extend beyond

: decarbonisation. The study

: suggested that compact cities

. make people’s trips shorter,

: reducing the need to drive, which
. in turn improves air quality and

: reduces traffic deaths.

The study said bus lanes,

. bicycle lanes, rail transit and

: pedestrian paths also make those
: travel modes more inviting,

: encouraging a shift that can

: improve public health because

. people walk and cycle more.

Another facet to this is the

. importance of inclusivity and

: lowering systemic barriers for the
: vulnerable and marginalised. The
i argument here is that socially

. inclusive transport systems

: contribute to environmental

: sustainability because more

: people stand to benefit and no

: longer have to rely on private

. transport, which is less efficient.

A 2021 UN report on sustainable

. transport noted that those who

: face the most difficulties

| | benefiting from transport

. services include women, children,
. the elderly and people with

: disabilities.

Making transport sustainable

: and inclusive for these groups

. requires the involvement of

: multiple parties, from

: policymakers and transport

: engineers to social scientists and
: urban planners, the report said.

Also required is an in-depth

. understanding of the transport
: needs of the different groups,

: whose voices and inputs should
. be actively sough

t and included.
This was the case with the new

. bus system in Peshawar, which
: was designed with the active
! involvement of various
: communities like local residents
i and transgender people,
. according to an ITDP case study.

The station and vehicle design

. incorporated feedback from

: workshops and women-only

: visits, and the designers worked
. closely with a local disability

: rights organisation to ensure the
: bus system was universally

¢ accessible.

In its 2022 report, the IPCC said

i transformative changes in the

. transport sector are needed to

: meet the world’s climate goals,
: but social and equity issues

: cannot be neglected in the

: process. “A sustainable transport
. system provides safe, inclusive,
. affordable and clean passenger
: and freight mobility for current
: and future generations,” the

! report noted.

S pores quest to build a greener transport system for all

Less than a month after seven
new stations in eastern Singapore
opened to the public in late June,
the fanfare over the latest
expansion of the MRT network
here hit a sour note.

A new bus stop opposite
Parkway Parade mall in Marine
Parade that was built in tandem
with the fourth stage of
the Thomson-East Coast
Line (TEL) drew flak for its
design, having pillars that made it
hard for seated commuters to see
approaching buses, and confusing
bus bays.

It was the latest of several

: issues that marred the

. Government’s ambitious plans to
: reshape the way people here

: travel.

Another one was the aborted

transition to a newer public
: transport ticketing system,
: SimplyGo.

People were so irked by the fact

: that they would not be able to see
. their account balance when

: tapping out of buses and MRT

: stations that the Land Transport

: Authority (LTA) had to shelve its

. plans within weeks of

: announcing them.

The incidents raised questions

i about whether some

: improvements that are made to
i gain greater transport efficiencies :
¢ could inadvertently leave some

people behind.
But while deserving of

. criticism, these oversights should
: not overshadow the genuine

: efforts made to improve an

: already well-regarded transport

: system.

:  Notably, huge investments have :
: been made in physical

i infrastructure, with more than 50
: new MRT stations set to open in

: the next decade, including the

. fifth stage of the TEL, the new

i Jurong Region Line and the new
¢ Cross Island Line. :
In all, more than $60 billion has :
¢ been set aside to expand and :
: renew the rail network.

The aim is for eight in 10

: households to be within a

: 10-minute walk of an MRT station
: by 2030, and for Singapore to be

. a 45-minute city with 20-minute

i towns.

This means that by 2040, the

: nearest neighbourhood centre

i should be 20 minutes away by

. walking, cycling or public

i transport, and travelling from

: home to the workplace via these

: transport modes during peak
: hours should take less than 45

minutes.
More than %1 billion has been

: committed to growing the cycling
. path network here to 1,300km by
. 2030, while another billion was
: recently set aside to build more
: sheltered linkways, upgrade bus
: stops and remake neighbourhood
: streets to be safer for pedestrians.

Singapore has also taken steps

. towards reducing its transport
: emissions, in the national push
: for net-zero emissions by 2050.

It has committed to phasing out

. vehicles that run solely on fossil

: fuels, and installing 60,000
i electric-vehicle charging points
. by 2030.

The Government has outlined a

raft of initiatives to make flying
: and shipping more
: environmentally friendly as well.

Measures have also been taken

¢ to change the transport culture to
: be more gracious and inclusive.

i One example is LTA’s “May I have
. a seat please?” initiative, which is
: meant to alert passengers to

: those who may need a seat more.

But, ultimately, if Singapore is

! to realise its vision of building a

: more sustainable and inclusive

. transport system, the public must
¢ buy into the plan. In making sure
. that everyone can come along for
i the ride, the devil is very much in
i the details.

. Kok Yufeng
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Letter of the day

Do justice to
artists and
label public
artworks

am pleasantly surprised
that we have so many
public artworks of samsui
women (Check out eight
Chinatown artworks
featuring samsui women, July 12).
However, | am more astounded

by the fact that three of the eight
artworks featured could not be

attributed to any known artist. It

: is unclear if the other five
: artworks have labels or if the

: writer had to research to gather
: information about them.

This lack of information is a

: common issue that my friends

: and I have encountered with

: many public artworks around

: Singapore, some of which are

: unattributed or have incomplete

Voices of Youth
Healthcare -
Allow use of
MediSave
for more
vaccinations

Singapore is renowned for its
exemplary healthcare system,
which is considered one of the
best in the world. However, one
area that needs improvement is
in the use of MediSave accounts
for non-subsidised vaccinations
like those for shingles.

My grandmother contracted

shingles twice and vet refused to :

oo for the vaccination due to its

: high cost. She would have gone

: for the vaccination, costing $800
: for a two-dose regimen, if she

: were allowed to use her

i MediSave funds.

. Yeo Yuxi, 13

: Secondary 2

CALLING YOUNG READERS
If you are 21 years or below and
want to share your opinion,
e-mail your letter to stforum@
sph.com.sg with the subject
header "Voices of Youth" Include
age, contact details and school
level if you are a student. Please
keep your letter to 300 words.

Replies

Swimming complexes ¢ Lockers
with several payment options
more convenient for users

We refer to Mr Phneah Peng
Whatt's letter “Hassle using
lockers at pools” (July 5).

As part of ActiveSG’s review to
continually improve service
excellence and support the
Smart Nation initiative,
touchscreen smart lockers have
been deployed at all ActiveSG
swimming complexes since
March 1, 2023.

There is greater convenience
for patrons, as payment is
cashless and there is no longer a

need to hold on to a physical key

while they exercise.

We have provided more
cashless payment methods such
as credit cards, Nets and ez-link
cards. This is in addition to
PayNow, which has been in use
since smart cashless lockers
were rolled out.

Patrons can also choose a
two-hour single-use option, or
the five-hour multi-use option
which lets them retrieve their
belongings in between their
swim routine, if required.

The public can approach our
staff on-site if further

. clarification or assistance is

: required on the smart lockers.
: Abdul Rahman Hassan

: Senior Director, Sport Centre
Operations

: ActiveSG

S|

READ LETTERS ONLINE

Go to www.straitstimes.com
WRITE IN

Letters should be for exclusive
publication in The Straits Times.
Letters to be considered for the
following day's publication must
reach Forum by Ipm and must
include the writer’s full name,
address and phone number. The
Forum Editor reserves the right

to edit the letters. E-mail your
letter to stforum@sph.com.sg

: attribution. Even when there are
: labels, they often fail to mention
: who commissioned the works

: and when.

Given the public interest

. generated by the recent samsui
: woman mural controversy, it is

: timely to examine how public

. artworks, whether murals or

. sculptures, indoors or outdoors,
. are treated.

A piece of art is a unique

: creation of an artist, who spent

: many hours conceptualising and
: making it. This being so, public

. artworks should not be seen as

. merely decorative, as suggested
: by the lack of attribution.

Proper attribution shows we

: value the work of the artist and

: the role of the artwork in the

. community and in placemaking.

: It would also be useful for

. students and researchers, or even
. tourists, who would like to find

. out more about an artwork.

[ hope that every effort will be

- made to attribute existing

. artworks without labels. 1 also

: hope that every public artwork

- displayed from now on will have
. proper attribution.

i Jeffrey Say Seck Leong

A samsui
woman
sculpture in
Smith Street in
Chinatown, one
of eight such
artworks in the
area. A piece of
art is a unique
creation of an
artist and
proper
attribution
shows we value
the work of the
artist and the
role of the
artwork in the
community and
in placemaking,
says the writer.
ST FILE PHOTO

Al » More transparency needed
when using it in hiring process

As part of the hiring process,
employers are increasingly using
tools such as the Applicant

Tracking System (ATS) to support :
: job-seekers as it undermines

: fairness and transparency in the
: hiring process.

learning and artificial intelligence :
: that ATS is being used, and they
: have no way to verify whether

: the system’s results were fair.

: This lack of transparency and

: recourse is problematic, leading

: to frustration and distrust among
: job-seekers.

and streamline their recruitment
efforts.
Modern ATS leverages machine

(Al) to improve its effectiveness.

While these technologies offer
significant advantages, including
efficiency and scalability, they
also come with notable
limitations.

One of the most impactful
issues is the inherent biases in
these systems,

Studies and anecdotal evidence
suggest these systems often filter
out a significant proportion of
resumes that do not match
specific criteria, which means

: potentially superior candidates
: might never be viewed by the
: hiring team.

This filtering affects

Candidates are often unaware

Given that a majority of

- multinational corporations and a
: good number of small and

: medium-sized enterprises use

: such systems in their hiring

: processes, it is imperative to

: improve transparency and

: accountability.

Employers should be required

: to declare that they are using ATS
. in their hiring process. This

. disclosure allows candidates to

: understand that their application
: will be processed by an

. automated system and set

: appropriate expectations.

Companies should undergo

. regular external audits of their

: ATS to ensure that the systems

. are fair and unbiased.

: Certification from these audits

. can serve as a mark of

i trustworthiness and commitment
. to fair hiring practices.

Candidates who are rejected by

: an ATS should have the right to
: request their scoring or the

reasons for their rejection. This

: transparency allows candidates

. to understand and, if necessary,
: contest the reasons for their
: rejection.

By implementing such

measures, the hiring landscape
: will be more equitable.
: Chong Ryh Huei

Al « Social workers need to study its use carefully

The Opinion piece “Can Al
lighten the load on social
workers?” (July 2) paints an
optimistic picture of artificial
intelligence (Al) lightening the
load for social workers, freeing
them to focus more on client
interactions.

While appealing, this view
oversimplifies the relationship
between technology and
professional practice, leaning
towards technological
determinism — the idea that
technology itself drives change in
professions. However, existing
research on technology adoption
tells a more nuanced story about
how occupational identity and
new technologies shape each
other in a dynamic process.

Social workers may resist Al
not because they fear Al taking
over but because they do not
trust that Al can do a competent
job. Social workers in Singapore

. follow a Code of Professional
. Ethics that emphasises the

: importance of competent

: practice and to do no harm to
. service users.

The acceptance of Al in social

. work is not straightforward; it
. involves a critical evaluation of
. its capabilities and limitations.
. The writer is right that Al could
. reduce administrative burdens.

However, Al introduces new

. tasks such as managing the Al

. systems, checking the

. Al-generated insights for

. accuracy and relevance, and

. training social workers to use Al
. effectively.

This new layer of work requires

. time and resources, potentially
. offsetting the benefits of

: reducing administrative tasks.

: Yet this constant oversight is

. necessary to maintain the trust
. and effectiveness of social

: services.

The key is critical adoption.
Rather than assuming Al will

: automatically improve outcomes,
: social workers need to carefully

. consider how to leverage its

: strengths while preserving the

: mission and values of the

: profession.

This means addressing ethical

. concerns, ensuring client
. confidentiality and uplifting the
: competencies of social workers.

The Code of Professional

. Ethics specifically highlights the
: need for informed consent and

: privacy protection of clients

: when using technology,

. principles that must be applied

: to Al implementation.

The successful integration of Al

: in social work will depend not

: just on the technology itself, but
: on how the profession shapes its
: use to align with its core values

- and expertise.

: Gerard Chung Siew Kong

Insurance -
Policies
bought
decades ago
may have
outdated
coverage

| empathise with the writer of
the Forum letter “Read the fine
print before buying an
insurance policy” (July 9).

In my case, I have realised
that insurance policies bought
decades ago might contain
outdated policy wordings or
coverage.

Back in the 1990s, when [ was
in my early 30s, [ took up a
whole life with critical illness
(CI) policy.

[ am still paying the premium
of that policy. However, [
discovered that my CI
insurance covers only heart
bypass surgery for treatment of
coronary artery disease.

Heart bypass surgery was the
treatment of choice in the
1990s and angioplasty with
stents was still in its infancy
then.

The Life Insurance
Association Singapore
introduced a new CI framework
in 2003 that included
angioplasty with stents to treat
coronary artery disease.
However, the new CI
framework applied only to new
policies. Insurers can apply the
2003 CI framework to
existing policies but are not
obliged to do so.

[ have also encountered
insurance agents at
shopping-mall booths advising
policyholders like me to switch
old policies like my whole life
with CI policy to a retirement
savings policy by forgoing the
CI coverage.

I would advise those with Cl
insurance policies bought
before 2003 to review and
update or upgrade their policy
while they are still healthy.
Andrew Tan Kok Chua

MASTERCLASS

Reshape your life with Gen Al
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Date: Nov 20

® | earn how generative artificial
intelligence (Gen Al) works and
how to harness its strengths

» Discover best Al prompting methods
to solve pain points

® Pick up new skills using Gen Al

* Explore how to navigate the future
and restore work-life balance

Time: 10am to 5.30pm
(including lunch and tea breaks)

Venue: Voco Orchard Singapore,
581 Orchard Road

Fee: $580 a person

Sign up now at

Interactive sessions will include:
= Step-by-step coaching of prompting
skills for popular Al platforms

e Personalised feedback to optimise
participants’ work

Who should attend:

* Professionals, students those working
from home looking to harness the power
of Gen Al at home or at work

® | eaders who want to increase
productivity and quality in the office

stskills.sg

><] STmasterclass@sph.com.sg

The Coach

Former award-winning journalist
lan Tan is a university lecturer,
Gen Al coach and communications
consultant. His 22-year career has
spanned the fields of media,
information technology and
higher education.
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HOME IN FOCUS

T'he little-seen side of Singapore

BY KOK YU FENG & JASON QUAH

Staying on track | How SMRT does rail
maintenance while Singapore sleeps

Every night, workers race against time to replace worn or defective | _
sections of the running rails, which trains travel on. str.sg/smrt-sg

BY GIN TAY & NEO XIAOBIN BY DESMOND FOO

The more we camp together | Pre-school N Twilight tails
without walls: Kids go on camping adventure i

How does this pre-school help its six-year-olds learn resilience and ;
teamwork? By taking them on a camping trip in the great outdoors. str.sg/camp-kids str.sg/z00-sg

What goes on after hours at the Singapore Zoo?

The Straits Times Home in Focus is a weekly online
interactive and two-page print photo feature that
shares different facets of Singapore with its readers.
Through still and moving images that range from
personal portraits to vistas of hidden corners of the
island, Home in Focus offers a peek into little-seen

lives, places and events.
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JOLLEEN CHONG AR W
15 July 2001 LEE GEOK IAN
A Called home to be with the Lord Jesus Christ g Departed 15 July 2001

Time cannot erase the
memory of one

we love so much : . & 2
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: You are always in our
loraversay | | oughis and i our heart NEO SOON HOCK LIM SIEW HENG
We miss you so much, 1943 2“34 Agﬁ a8
our dearest .
2 : ‘was called home to be with the Lord on 14 July 2024,
Obltuﬂﬂﬂs Ny SOCHOE0 | issed and remembered by loved Was called home to be with the Lord on 13 July 2024.
Dearly m foudly by ones.
Forever loved and Dearly missed and fondly remembered by loved ones
remembered by Beloved Wife: Lim Chay Sian y y y '
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5285 -9988 Daughters, Sons-in-law, and all relatives & friends. Grandsons: Granddaughter-in-law:
(weekdays 8.30am 15 Grandchildren, remem - .
o 6.00pm) e st Wake Venue: Dr. Chua R Heng Timothy
* S 105 Betal Reserpie Sond, SHigspore 1 0L0L Chua Ru Yun Nicholas Ng Wei-Tze Nicole Marissa
Night Service: Soo Kai
6319-5192 s ll 15 July 2024 (Monday) at 8.00pm Soo Yi Keith ‘
Encoffining service will be held on yohn Wong Foong Wei
16 July 2024 (Tuesday) at 5.30pm. Granddaughters:
Thereafter, cortege leaves at 5.45pm @drea Wong Min
for Mandai Crematorium Hall 2 Chua Ru En Rachel
p for cremation at 6.45pm. | ]5“'3 _] 1€ Emhegﬂf
Sy . CALL 6289 5988 - — e Sk essica Wong Ying
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And all relatives and friends.
Wake is held at Block 17A Marine Terrace, Singapore 441017,

Cortege leaves on Wednesday 17 July 2024 at 11.45am for Funeral Mass
at Church of the Holy Family, 6 Chapel Road, Singapore 429509 at 12.15pm,
thereafter to Mandai Crematorium Hall 2 for cremation at 2.20pm.
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Lui saves best for last to clinch trainers’ title

The road to glory is certainly not
for the faint hearted.

Francis Lui can attest to that -
for the 65-year-old conditioner
showed steely nerves to claim his
first trainers’ championship in the
final event on the final day of the
2023-2024 Hong Kong season at
Sha Tin racecourse on July 4.

Pierre Ng, with 67 winners en-
tering the 1Il-race season finale, had
led Lui by one winner.

Both entered nine runners each

on July 14 and it was the 40-year-
old Ng who drew first blood when
he sent out Beauty Waves (Alexis

Badel) to take out Race 2, a Class 2
1,200m event.

Ng also saddled third-placed
Duke Wai while Lui sent out sec-
ond-placed Call Me Glorious and
fourth-placed Packing Treadmill.

Three races later, Ng surged to a
three-winner lead when First
Love, under Zac Purton, took out
the Class 4 1,200m contest.

But Lui's late, late show was to
prove decisive. And he had much
to thank Purton as Steps Ahead
(Race 7), Chancheng Glory (Race
8) and Packing Hermod (Race 9)
brought him level with Ng on 69
winners.

Lui’s runner Holy Lake ran sec-
ond in the penultimate event, a
Class 3 1,600m race, behind Pur-
ton’s mount Young Achiever.

It was a significant result as Lui
took his tally for second placings to

55, one more than Ng, going into
the final event.

Ng needed either a win for out-
right success or a second to trump
his former mentor and claim the
crown on third placings.

But Lui saved his best for last,
with Patch Of Theta making it a
one-horse affair in the Class 3
1,400m race, to clinch the title out-
right with his 70th winner.

While champion rider Purton,
41, bagged a six-timer to take his

tally to130 — Perfect Peach got him
off to an early start in Race 3 - fel-
low Australian Hugh Bowman also
had reason to celebrate.

Bowman, who turned 44 on July
14, booted home Super Elite in
Raceland closed out with Patch Of
Theta to take his tally to 69 and
third spot. Karis Teetan finished
second on 86. Purton’s seventh
crown put him level with Basil
Marcus and Gary Moore.

Marc Tan

Trainer Francis Lui's sensational
four-bagger on July 14 seals his first
Hong Kong title. PHOTO: HKJC

ROMANTIC

WARRIOR

CLAIMS

TOP GONG

Record five Group | wins include W.S. Cox
Plate in Australia, Yasuda Kinen in Japan

HONG KONG - Romantic Warrior’s
outstanding performance during
the 2023/24 racing season saw the
globe-trotting Hong Kong hero
earn the Horse of the Year title at a
special presentation at Rosewood
Hotel in Hong Kong on July 12.

A praduate of the 2021 Hong
Kong International Sale, Romantic
Warrior is currently ranked joint-
sixth in the latest Longines
World’s Best Racehorse Rankings
with an international rating of 121.

He has earned HK$151.92 million
(S$26 million) after 15 wins from
20 starts.

The Danny Shum-trained Accla-
mation gelding, who was pur-
chased for HK%$4.8 million, start-
ed the season with a gallant fourth
in the Group 1 Turnbull Stakes
(2,000m) at Flemington, Austra-
lia.

The six-year-old’s all-conquering
campaign then began with a his-
toric success in the Group 1 W.S.
Cox Plate (2,040m) at Moonee Val-
ley.

After returning to Hong Kong, he
added three more Group 1 wins to
his tally — namely the Longines
Hong Kong Cup (2,000m), Citi
Hong Kong Gold Cup (2,000m)
and FWD QEII Cup (2,000m).

He closed the season by taking
top honours in the Group 1 Yasuda
Kinen (1,600m) at Tokyo.

As such, his five Group 1 wins are
a record in a single season by a
Hong Kong horse.

He also created history by be-
coming Hong Kong’s first victor of
the W.S. Cox Plate, Australasia’s
greatest weight-for-age race, and
became the first horse to achieve
three consecutive triumphs in the

FWD QEII Cup.

Meanwhile, Romantic Warrior
also secured a third straight title as
Champion Middle-Distance Horse
following his clean sweep of all
three Group 1races over 2,000m in
Hong Kong. He was also named
Most Popular Horse.

The Francis Lui-trained ever-
oreen Golden Sixty secured a
fourth straight Champion Miler ti-
tle with his outstanding winning
performance in the Group 1 Lon-
gines Hong Kong Mile (1,600m) in
December 2023.

The three-time Hong Kong
Horse of the Year returned first-up
after a 224-day break between
runs, and also overcame the widest
of 14 barriers, to win his third Lon-
gines Hong Kong Mile.

The victory was the Medaglia

d'Oro gelding’s 26th at his 30th
start, enhancing his Group 1tally to
10 — a Hong Kong record.

He further extended his world-

record earnings to over HK$167
million after finishing a creditable
fourth in the Group 1 FWD Cham-
pions Mile (1,600m).

The Tony Cruz-trained Califor-
nia Spangle was named Champion
Sprinter.

The Starspangledbanner gelding
claimed the Group 1 Queen’s Silver
Jubilee Cup (1,400m) before win-
ning Dubai’s Group 1 Al Quoz
Sprint (1,200m) at Meydan.

Also trained by Cruz, Five G
Patch was crowned Champion
Stayer. The Camelot gelding fin-
ished in the money in all three ma-
jor 2,400m events — sixth in the
Group 1 Longines Hong Kong Vase,

second in the Group 3 Queen
Mother Memorial Cup HEll'ldll:'_'Elp
and second behind Rebel's Ro-
mance in the Group 1 Standard
Chartered Champions & Chater
Cup.

The Pierre Ng-trained Galaxy
Patch was named Champion Four-
Year-Old. The emerging youngster
finished in the money in all 12
starts this season with six wins,
three seconds and three fifths.

The son of Wandjina won the
Group 3 Lion Rock Trophy Handi-
cap (1,600m) and Group 3 Premier
Plate Handicap (1,800m), as well
as finished second in the Group 1
Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup
(L400m) and BMW Hong Kong
Derby (2,000m).

Currently rated 19 locally, Gal-
axy Patch is the highest-rated four-

Hong Kong's
Horse of the Year
Romantic Warrior
(with regular
partner James
McDonald) is
trained by Danny
Shum and owned
by Peter Lau.
PHOTO: HKJC

year-old in Hong Kong.

The David Hayes-trained Ka
Ying Rising finished his rookie sea-
son with five wins and two seconds
from just seven starts to be ac-
claimed Champion Griffin.

The three-year-old by Shamex-
press soared 59 points to 11 after
starting the campaign rated 52. He
is also the Most Improved Horse.

The gelding capped his season
with victory in the Group 3 Sha Tin
Vase handicap (1,200m).

This season saw champion jock-
ey Zac Purton seal a seventh cham-
pionship with 130 wins.

Lui was crowned champion
trainer for the first time, Vincent
Ho claimed the Popular Jockey
prize and Angus Chung won the
Tony Cruz Award as the leading
home-grown jockey. HKJC

July IS5 South Africa (Kenilworth) form analysis

Landoftherisingsun can overcome wide alley

RACE 1(1,200M)

(1) ARCTIC WIZARD showed
promise on debut and has a win-
ning chance if fit after a break.
First-timers (2) KING'S QUEST
and (10) POWERFUL could prove
serious rivals.

(3) THOMAS JENKINS is a Buffalo
Bill Cody colt and could be worth
following after this run.

RACE 2 (1,200M)

(2) LA PULGA has run well twice
and can go one better.

(7) PLEASE BE TRUE ran well on
debut and should be right there at
the finish.

(8) LATE DECEMBER has been
fair in three starts and can contest

the finish again.

(9) BOUNDLESS ENERGY
showed promise on debut and can
do better this time around. Include
in the exotics, at least.

RACE 3 (1,600M)

(1) LANDOFTHERISINGSUN
showed good improvement on a
modest debut when finishing a
nice third last time. He can over-
come the bad draw.

(10) SOUND OF THE SEA is not
drawn well either but is capable of
contesting the finish.

(9) JOUEUR DE FLUTE has im-

proved with each run. Place
chance.

(2) CUMBRE VIEJA is in good

form and drawn well. Each-way
claims.

RACE 4 (1,800M)

(4) PACAYA catches the eye. He is
distance suited and in very good
form.

(6) SACHDEV has lost his way of
late but is clearly not out of it.

(5) FLOWER OF SAIGON is unre-
liable but does win when in the
mood.

(2) SALVATOR MUNDI ran a fair
fourth last start. Each-way chance.

RACE 5 (1,200M)

(14) SPIRIT GUIDE did not show
her best on a soft track last time
but has been a lot better under

jockey Craig Zackey, Can bounce
back and score despite the bad
draw.

(8) FASTNET FILLY is in good
form and should fight out the fin-
ish again.

(4) JET GREEN is battling to win
but can finish in the money.

(2) PINK MOON lacks a strong fin-
ish but has a place chance.

RACE 6 (1,600M)

(9) CHARLOTTE BRONTE is get-
ting expensive to follow but can
score.

(10) GOLDEN GREY is holding
form and getting close to winning.
(13) AMANCIO has claims.

(2) CHAMPONELLE did not show

his best last time but is not out of it.

RACE 7 (1,600M)

(14) FLY FUTURA is in very good
form and threatening to win but it
will not be easy from gate 4.

(13) NIGHT BOMBER is better
than his last run would suggest but
also has a terrible draw.

(3) PRIME VENTURE won well
last time and can follow up.

(2) RADICCHIO has done well this
year and is not out of it.

RACE 8 (1,600M)

(7) INNAMORARE showed his
best to score under jockey Richard
Fourie last time and he retains the
ride.

(2) NEVADA KING broke a long
losing streak with a nice win last
time and can follow up.

(1) FUTURE PRINCE is unreliable
but has a winning chance.

(5) FUTURE TURN has not won
for some time but can sneak a

place.

RACE 9 (1,B00M)

(6) KAMAKAZI was full of run-
ning when winning last time. Can
follow up under a four-point penal-
ty.

(7) COULDITBE is improving and
should be right there at the finish
again.

(8) GLEE CLUB is consistent and
can be considered.

(4) AMONG THE CLOUDS does
not always show her best side but
has a winning chance.

RACE 10 (1,400M)

(10) HAMPSTEAD HEATH is in
very good form and looks the one
to follow, but is badly drawn in
what looks to be a competitive
race.

(7) WUGUG runs well for Fourie
and looks a serious threat.

(1) MIA’S HARPER broke a long
losing run with a nice win last time.
(3) CHARLENE is consistent and
deserves another winning turn. Do
not ignore.

15-7-24 MONDAY - SOUTH AFRICA (KENILWORTH) RACE CARD

Race 1 5:40PM (R200,000)

1 3 Arctic Wizard 60 [1] C Orffer

2 King's Quest 60 [2] ADomeyer
3 Thomas Jenkins 60 [3] O Moach
4 Crescenl 60 4] G Wright
5 9 Diablo 60 [5] M Mijcka

B 9 CityOfPortlouis 60 [6] LMothwa
T Emipire State 60 |7| AAndrews
8 0 Let It Be Said 60 [8] C Zackey
9 0 Express Yourself 60 [9] R Fourie
10 Powertful 60 [10] VD Merwe
11 8 White Seahorse B0 [11] R Khathi
Race 2 6:15PM (R200,000)

1 My 60 [1] R Fourie

2 42 Lla Pulga 60 [2] ADomeyer
3 Legal Counsel 60 [3] C Orffer

4 50 Mind Map 60 [4] R Khathi

5 River Hawk 60 [5] G Wright

B Royal Thalassic B0 |6 KSweyn

[ 4 Please Be True 60 [7] VD Merwe
8 354 Lake December 60 [B] G Van Niekerk
9 J BoundlessEnergy 60 (0] C Zackey
10 0 War Hawk 60 [10] L Mxothwa
11 7 Pinct Grigio 80 [11] O Moach
Race 3 6:50PM {Rf&‘.ﬁ,ﬂﬂﬂj

1  B875 Nordic Prince [1] R Khathi

2 4332 Cumbre Vieja Eﬂ F] A Arries

3 T086 Garden Sun 60 K Steyn

4 736803 Brght Future 60 [4] O Moach
5 04 Chalice Fort 60 [5] D Ashby

6 006 Mitredat 60 M M;nha

RMJM -1200m 7 (55 Red Dawn 60 [7] ADomeyer 204% C Bass-Robinson 12.1%
127% G W Ennion apy 8 07 American Malador 60 BI C Onffer 12™% J S Snaith 11.2%
4% C Bass-Robinson 121% 9 %54 Joueur De Flule 60 |9] C Zacksy 11.7% AE Sands 1.4%
1.7% R Maingard f5% 10 0824 Sound OfTheSea 60 [10] R Fourie 22%9% G 5 Kolzen B.6%
T2% J S Snaith 12 1 73 Landofth 60 [11] VD Merwe 15% J S Snaith 1%
33% R Maingard 5% 12 795 Wood World 60 |12] L Mxothwa §.7% V H Marshall 11.7%
7% B Crawford 115% 13 646 Hoppy Days 60 [13] G Wright T2 VHMarshal 11.7%
B C Bass-Robinsan 12.1%
11.7% J S Snaith 1172 Race 4 T25PM (R165,000) CASM - 1800m
229% J 5 Snaith 112% 91 545512 Love Is A Rose £§3.5 [1] GVanNiekerk 171% G W Ennion 3%
85% J S Snaith 112% 2 906954 Salvator Mundi 54 |2] G Wright T2% J S Snaith 11.2%
74% G S Kotzen B6% 3 350409 Rockpool 5T [3] C Orffer 12.7% J S Snaith 11.2%
4 330712 Pacaya 615 4| R Foure 225%% J S Snaith 1.2%
RMJM -1200m 5 763061 Flower OfSaigon 52 [5] AAmes b6% G S Kotzen B.6%
29% LV Woodnuf  115% 6 810656 Sachdev 57 [6] CZackey 11.7% J S Snaith 1.2%
204% C Bass-Robinson 12.1% 7 57235 Navy Strength 54 [7] VD Merwe 95% J S Snaith 11.2%
127% J 5 Snaith 11.2%
7480 3 S Kotren g Race 5 8:00PM (R85,000) OMDF - 1200m
72% B Crawford 115% 1 5 ht Gold ST [1] AAndrews 8.7 C Bass-Robinson 12.1%
312% A E Sands 114% 2 354672 Pink Moon 60 |21 L Mxothwa 4.7% B Crawford 11.5%
85% J S Snaith 112% 3 000709 High Dollar Tipsy 153 - (0% HM Crawford/RI 7.9%
17.1% G W Ennion 0% 4 354854 Jet Green 52 4] MMjoka 13% L Gila 43%
11.7% C Bass-Robinson 12.1% 5§ 000800 Shout Al The Moon &1.5 |5| C Bantam 36% AD Steyn 21%
87% J S Snaith 112% 6 28650 Koopse Hoop 88.5 [6] VD Merwe 45% J 5 Snaith 11.2%
1.7% R Maingard E5% T 708460 Gusto Gid 51.5 |[7] KSteyn 12% A D Steyn 21%
8 763 Fastnet Filly [re) S57.5 [8] G Wright 1% B Crawford 11.5%
MJPM -1600m 9 407578 Litte Lex 53 [9] N Nastlli (40 6i.1% B Crawford 115%
T4% G 5 Kolzen Bf% 10 6099 Weilsh Staret 57 |10] M Winnaar 500% C Bass-Robinson 12.1%
86% \V H Marshall 11.7% 11 007797 Mrs Shockleton §1.5 [11] O Noach 1.7% JMT Stewan 5.9%
32% P Botha 0% 12639780 True Horizon §1.5 [12] J Sclomons 48% AN Marcus 12.1%
1.7% L Gila 43% 13046239 United We Stand 53 [13] AArries 46% L Gila 43%
34% D AMclLachlan 104% 14493425 Spirdt Guide §7.5 [14] C Zackey 11.7% D Kannemeyer 11.1%
i13% L Gila 4.3%

Race 6 B8:35PM (R85,000)

1 896770 Lord Quinn §2 [1] CBantam

2 B45536 Champonelle 58 |2] G Van Niekerk
3 45307 Cosmic Rhythm 59 [3] O Noach

4 069 Oregon 52 |4 JSolomons
§ BE4674 Heroic Power 54 [5] M Mijcka

6 000083 lschyro 52 (6 AAndrews
T 000 Brealkiast Run 54.5 |T] C Zackey

8 457608 KingOfThe Seas 52 (8] K Steyn

9 0834 CharofleBronte 55 |9 R Fourie
100768534 Golden Grey 53.5 [10] AArries

11 236576 Twentytwenhyvision 55.5 [11] N Nastili [40)
12 87 Dreamalitiedreamn 61 |[12] G Wright
13 04825 Amancio §7 [13] L Mxathwa
Race 7 2:10PM (R120,000)

1 600535 My Bestie 51.5 11 R Khathi

2 401104 Radicchio 59 |2| C Orfler

3 780351 Prime Venture 58 53 R Fourie

4 618070 Das Gute 57 4] DAshby

5 882431 TsunamiWaming  57.5 [5] C Zackey

6 7T00M King Pelles 58 [6] AAndrews
T 063516 Azzumi 60 |7] G VanNiekerk
8 452214 Mont Loisir 60 (8] L Muxothwa
9 350872 Shavout 57 3] O Noach
10 7100 Join The Dots 60.5 [10] M Nastili 4.0y
11 196674 Thumbs  57.5 [11] VD Merwe
12 154020 mﬂn 59 |12] AAmes

13 755226 Bomber §9.5 [13] G Wright

14 513332 Fy Fulura 60 14| A Domeyer
Race B 9:45PM (R135,000)

1 254773 Future Prince 60.5 [1] G Wright

OMDM -1600m 2 758531 Nevada King 545 [2] VD Merwe 85% J S Snaith 1.2%
36% AD Sleyn 21% 3 577438 Hat's Pride 61.5 [3] R Khathi 4% G S Kotzen B6%
171% LV Woodruf  11.5% 4 660375 Zoomie 61.5 [4] N Nastili (4.0} 1% B Crawford 11.5%
1.7% V H Marshall 11.7% 5 495835 Future Tum 56 [5] C Orffer 12.7% J S Snaith 1.2%
48% P P Kruyer 43% 6 202644 Abonacci §5.6 [6] AArmies 85% V H Marshall nm
33% P D Resves g4% T 118281 Innarmorare 59 [7| R Foure 229% J S Snaith 11.2%
7% LV Woodruf  11.5% 8 100053 Solar Power 60 (8] L Mxothwa 87% B Crawford 11.5%
11.7% JMT Stewart a0 9 146042 Ofto Luyken 61.5 9] A Domeyer 204% G Van Zyl 13.2%
32% P Botha 80% 10486692 Cheeky Laddie 54.5 [10] C Zackey 11.7% D Kannemeyer 11.1%
229% J S Snaith 11.8% 11 557482 Chollima 54.5 [11) G Van Niekerk 17.1% G35 Kotzen BL6%

96% V H Marshall "M%
1% B Crawford 117% Race 9 10:20PM  (R120,000) CLAF - 1800m
72% B Crawford 11.5% 1 653165 Lickety Split §6.5 [1] VD Merwe 85% J 5 Snaith 11.2%
9.7% B Crawford 1.5% 2 108087 Bom Ready 84.5 [2] G Wright 7.2% B Crawford 1.5%
3 483163 Enc Choice 805 [3] C Zackey 11.7% D Kannemeyer 11.1%
CLAM -1600m 4 083272 Among The Clouds 57.5 [4] R Foune 229% J S Snaith 12
74% G 5 Kotzen A% 5 643079 Cottaleya 83.5 [3] G VanNiekerk 17.1% G W Ennion a.0%
127% P Batha A 6 263601 Kamakazi 60.5 [6] A Domeyes 4% C Bass-Robinson 12.1%
229% J S Snaith 12 T 467413 Coulditbe 88 [7 AAndrews i7% C Bass-Robinson 12.1%
34% P Batha 0% 8 842524 Glee Club 89 [8] C Orffer 127% G W Ennion 8.0%

11.7% D Kannemeyes 11.1%
47% G Van Zyl 110, Race 10 10:55PM (R120,000) CLAF - 1400m
171% LV Woodruff  11.5% 1 877831 Mia's Harper 89 [1] C Zackey 11.7% D Kannemeyer 11.1%
47 B Crawford 11.5% 2 245052 Senhora Yiclora 845 [2] VD Merwe 85% AE Sands 114%
1.7% V H Marshall 117 3 6823213 Chadene 88 3] L Muothwa 8.7 B Crawford 11.5%
f.t1% B Crawford 11.5% 4 695913 Lady Ladon 86 [4] G Wright 72% B Crawford 11.5%
95% G 5 Kotzen 6% 6 B05553 Elernal Optimist 53 [5 M Nastili (4.0) f.1% A E Sands 11.4%
a5% V H Marshall 11 6 074168 Tokyo Princess 58 6] M Mjoka 1% LGila 4.3%
72% B Crawford N5 T 011637 Wugug 62 [i" R Faurie 229% B Crawford 11.5%
204% C Bass-Robinson 12.1% B8 310748 Windrunner 615 [B] A Domeyes 204% C Bass-Robinson 12.1%
9 678317 Little Miss Pink §7.5 [8] O Noach 1.7% V H Marshail 11.71%
CL3M -1600m 10545132 Hampstead Heath 61  [10] G Van Niekerk  17.1% AN Marcus 12.1%

7.2% B Crawford .5
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Thierry Henry, who is coach of France'’s Olympic football team, holding the Games torch as officials light it during the inauguration of the Paris leg on July 14. PHOTO: AFP

TORCH RELAY ‘MET

OUR OWN TARGETYS’

Chief organiser pleased event seen by 5m,
seeks to defend Olympics against critics

PARIS - The torch relay ahead of the
Paris Olympics reached the French
capital for the first time on July 14,
with organisers hoping to build en-
thusiasm for the Games among the
city’s sceptical residents.

The flame was first glimpsed dur-
ing the traditional military parade
held every year on the July 14 na-

tional holiday and then began its
tour around the city from the
Champs-Elysees.

World Cup-winning footballing
great Thierry Henry was given the
honour of the first leg on the cap-
ital’s most famous avenue, with the

torch then heading for landmarks
including the parliament and

Notre-Dame cathedral.

“It's not something you turn
down, on our national day, on the
Champs-Elysees, the Olympics in
Paris,” Henry, who is also coach of
France’s Olympic football team,
told reporters of his star turn. “Just
extraordinary.”

The build-up to the Paris Games
has been marked by what chief or-
ganiser Tony Estanguet has called
“Olympics-bashing”, with many
Parisians the sternest critics of the
sporting event and the disruption

in the city.

In the wealthy districts, many
families have already left for ex-
tended summer holidays, deliber-
ately missing the July 26-Aug 11 ex-
fravaganza.

“I'm following them putting up
the equipment, the stadiums, the
impact that it will have on us, not
really the torch;” student Manon
Skura, 22, told AFP at the Champs-
Elysees.

The 2024 Olympic Games have
been designed to take place at loca-

tions in the heart of the City of
Light, with temporary stadiums
built at tourist hotspots such as the
Eiffel Tower, Invalides and Place de
la Concorde.

Using the capital’s fabled streets
and the Seine river as a backdrop
will ensure an “iconic” Olympics,
organisers say, but it has also led to
large parts of the centre being
closed off and left traffic in gri-
dlock.

The latest change to the capital’s
streets has been the appearance of
around 44,000 metal barriers
around the Seine, where a spectac-
ular opening ceremony is being
planned on July 26.

“Some residents have shared
with us their amazement, as well
the physical impossibility of leav-
ing their homes,” the mayor of the
upmarket 6th district of Paris, Jean-
Pierre Lecoq, said last week.

Estanguet told AFP that pushing
back the pessimists had been one
of his most difficult tasks.

“My role has been to protect our
vision against everyone who criti-
cises, those who don't believe in it,
those who would take pleasure in
seeing it not go well,” he said in an
interview on July 11.

The torch relay had been a huge
success nationally, he said, with
around five million people turning
out to see it since May 8.

“We're delighted with how it has
gone so far” he explained. “It has
completely met the targets we gave
ourselves.”

Most importantly, the relay
through 450 French towns and ci-
ties has taken place without any
major security problems — testimo-
ny to the huge numbers of police
officers deployed and careful plan-
ning.

Around 200 members of the se-
curity forces are positioned perma-
nently around the torch, including
an anti-terror Swat team and anti-
drone operatives.

A 26-year-old man was arrested
and charged in Bordeaux in May
over suspected threats to the proc-
ession as it travelled through the
south-western city.

Although polls generally find a
slim majority of French people sup-
port the Olympics, a survey on
March 25 by the Viavoice group
found that 57 per cent of respon-
dents felt “little” or “no” enthu-
siasm about the event in Paris.

The flame will remain in the cap-
ital on July15 for a second day when
it is scheduled to be greeted by can-
can dancers outside the famed
Moulin Rouge cabaret show and
travel up to the hilltop Montmartre
cathedral. AFP

Kerr downplays

Durant injury as
Embiid finds flow

ABU DHABI - United States men’s
basketball team coach Steve Kerr
has downplayed Kevin Durant’s calf
injury that has kept the three-time
Olympic gold medallist from train-
ing with the group ahead of the Pa-
ris Games.

Team USA touched down in Abu
Dhabi on July 12 ahead of two exhi-
bition games against Australia (July
15) and Serbia (July 17) as they ramp
up their preparations for Paris.

Durant, who suffered a calf strain
two weeks ago, was present at a July
13 session at the New York Universi-
ty Abu Dhabi campus, but once
again did not join his teammates in
practice. Kerr remains uncon-
cerned, though, and says they have

not discussed any contingency
plans to replace the Phoenix Suns
forward on the roster.

“He’ll continue to do individual
work,” Kerr said in the United Arab
Emirates capital on July 13.

“I know there are still a couple of
weeks before we have to make a de-
cision roster-wise, so we're just tak-
ing it day by day”

“It's not something we've even
discussed at this point,” Kerr said
when asked about a backup plan.
“Because we feel good that he's go-
ing to be okay, it’s just day to day”

USA Basketball has put together a
“super team” for these Olympic
Games that includes LeBron James,
Stephen Curry, Durant, Anthony

Phoenix Suns forward Kevin Durant, 35, is the most decorated United States men's

basketball player with three Olympic golds and a World Cup title. PHOTO: AFP

Davis, Anthony Edwards and re-
cently crowned National Basketball
Association (NBA) champions Jay-
son Tatum and [rue Holiday of the
Boston Celtics.

But they have already had to
make a replacement in the squad,
bringing in a third Celtic, Derrick
White, to take the spot of Kawhi Le-
onard, who left training camp on

July 10 in Las Vegas.

The Americans are playing five
friendly games in the build-up to
Paris, the first of which saw them
defeat Canada 86-72 on July 10 at T-
Mobile Arena in Las Vegas.

Joel Embiid, the 2023 NBA Most
Valuable Player, fouled out midway
through the third quarter but Kerr
is certain the Philadelphia 76ers

centre will be up for the task of
guarding all the big opponents they
come up against at the Olympices.

“Joel will be fine. He’s going to get
into the rhythm and the flow,” he
assured. “It always takes big guys a
little bit longer to get into flow in
training.”

James is playing under Kerr for
the first time in his career and de-
scribed the Golden State Warriors
coach as a “true leader and true stu-
dent of the game”.

Chasing a third Olympic gold and
fourth medal overall, James, 39, is
the oldest player on the roster.

Donning a US jersey for the first
time in 12 years, James is keen to
share his experience with the youn-
ger players in the team, especially
knowing that this will be his final
Games. He said: “It's always a re-
sponsibility that you should hold
with honour and being able to give
back to the younger generation be-
cause they have to keep going when
we're done.”

Boasting their most star-studded
squad since the fabled 1992 “Dream
Team”, the US are gunning for a fifth
consecutive Olympic gold medal
and 17th men’s title at the Games
overall. AFP

Doping
probe
may limit
US as
event host

WASHINGTON - An investigation
by American law enforcement
into a doping case involving 23
Chinese swimmers could keep
the United States from hosting
future sporting events, said the
Association of Summer Olym-
pic International Federations
(Asoif) on July 12.

World Aquatics confirmed in
July that its executive director
Brent Nowicki has been sub-
poenaed by the US government
to testify in an investigation into
how the Chinese swimmers es-
caped punishment after testing
positive and weeks later were
allowed to compete at the Tokyo
Olympics.

A US House of Representa-
tives committee in May called
on the Department of Justice to
launch inquiries ahead of the
2024 Paris Olympics to ensure
American athletes would be
competing on a level playing
field.

The results of an independent
investigation into the Chinese
matter by Swiss prosecutor Eric
Cottier released on July 9 found
that World Anti-Doping Agency
(Wada) had not mishandled the
case.

“The Association of Summer
Olympic International Federa-
tions is greatly concerned that
the leadership of one of its
member international federa-
tions has been ordered to testify
as a witness in a United States
federal investigation,” said
Asoif.

The US investigation has
chilled relations between the
2028 Olympic host country and
a chunk of the international
sporting community, with some
federations expressing concern
about sending officials there
over fears they could be arrest-
ed. Images of members of foot-
ball’s world governing body Fifa
being arrested on US corruption
charges as they exited a Zurich
hotel in 2015 remain fresh.

“The US extraterritorial inves-
tigation raises doubts about the
personal safety of athletes,
sport officials and representa-
tives of international sport or-
ganisations and the confidence
with which they may travel to
the US for international sport-
ing competitions and commit-
ments,” said Asoif in a state-
ment.

“The investigation may lead
IFs (international federations)
to consider the risks of allocat-
ing future international events
to the US.”

Asoif wants clarification from
the US Olympic and Paralympic
Committee and the 2028 Los
Angeles Olympic Organising
Committee regarding their po-
sition on Wada, which has come
under criticism from United
States Anti-Doping Agency
chief Travis Tygart.

“Running from accountability
as fast as they can. Why would
any federation or athlete be
afraid of telling the truth?” Ty-
gart said. *“Wada president (Wi-
told) Banka and his cronies fear-
mongering again and using
scare tactics, clearly, signalling
they have something to hide.”
REUTERS

15-7-24 MONDAY - MELBOURNE RACE CARD

By Singapore Pools

1:30PM Race 3  (4527,000) PAK-1200m 2 2359 Midnight Cham NadiaDanielsi40) [4] 63 7 1531 StarBlazer R Mc Leod 5] 60
MELBOURNE FEED: PAKENHAM (MARK CODE 8) 1 16 Brazen Bon - [12] 62 3 1157 Magic Drum L Nolen 8] 605 8 2853 Stormy Grey P Molaney EQ} 60
" 2 8415 Da Nang Star MsHLleBlanc (15 [13] 62 4 4156 Hydro Star J Mot [10] &0 9 148 Smokin' Giant L Noden 13] 59
12:30PM Race 1 (4527000 PAK-1400m 1:00PM Race 2 (4527000 PAK-1400m 3 g0 noan o s o] 625 381 Boldprint e Nol 56 15 3182 Busen hekc el i =
1 2221 Dirty Grin i [7]162.5 1 3575 Abseller R Mc Leod [71 6254 5578 Sumadarison T Stockdale [3]1615 6 2201 Revalene J Noanan [5] 59 11 6431 Special Dancer T Stockdale [7] 56.5
£ U470 hock L Cartwright 20}~ [15] 62 2 1274 Brazen Kingdom  Zac Spain [17] 625 912 Unlimiled Magic - [4]615 7 3541 Son Of Zomo C Gaudry [3] 59 12 9680 Unzaga K Jennings [11] 58.5
3 3003 Ascrwin J Sk 618  SSii: NNy . LCartanght 20)  [9] 6156 6523 KimbedleyPearl  J Matt 6] 61 8 1553 CoverStar E J Walsh [13] 58 13 5022 Bing's Dream LCartwright @0)  [12] 56
4 2603 Flying Ace Logan Bates (20) [3] 61 4 3502 Le Demiere Logan Bates (20) [8] 61.57 4485 Tycoon Jenny L King [18] 61 9 2716 Mistavain B Mertens [14] 58 44 7761 Toronova P Gatt [6] 55.5
9 3477 High Security H Mertens |4] 61 5 6085 FumBuz B Kinninmont 40)  [7] 618 159 Unconquerable MChadwick 20)  [17] 61 40 4278 Who Shot Suzy T Stockdale 7] 58 15 8039 Hof Seat S Clarke [2] 55.5
3443 Howarom ¥ Hoonan (1605 6 447z Joryeoon L King 3] 619 17 Crown Waters D Bates [9] 60.5 41 6860 Croatian Belle B Shinn 6] 57.5 16 5803 Stark Raving N [1] 54
T 3658 Turn Up The Might = Clarke [14] 605 T 3109 The Lupercal J Mot [16] 60.540 8140 Galaxy Field L Cartwright (20 [15] 59 42 5604 Arroance S Clarke [11] 55 17 0261 Bishop Rock [4] 54
B B453 Graham MsHLleBlanc(15) [2] G0 B 3521 Boys Night Out J Bowditch [1] 60411 2148 Superior Zora C Gaudry [14] 59 43 0667 Rock Melody L Cartwright (20) [2] 54
8 5865 Kew Player P Maioney [16] 60 8 1425 Indreamsyouremine T Nugent [15] 6012 1 | Am Velvet B Shinn [7] 58 44 8759 Crafty Goddess i [1] 54 Whie every precaution is taken to ensure accuracy, the publisher
10 0917 Ellmaknifico N Punch [91 58 10 6316 Disselation B Shinn [6] 59.513 0375 San Marino 5 Clarke 2] 61 accepts no liability for any ermor which may arise.
11 4755 Marine Parade J Maskiel [8] 59 11 7403 Hoff ToSea P Moloney (12] 5914 8852 Devils Delight B Mertens [11] 60 2:30PM Race 5  (A527.000) PAK-1600m repools.com sq for more race informalion and results
12 1745 Dama Linen Ms C Hefe! [5] 58 42 4996 In Your Hands K Jennings 2] 58.545 3976 Sweet'N Spicy 3 5] 58 1 0539 Social Conscience  C Gaudry [16] 61 b N
13 2550 New York Scondal - 10] 56.5 13 1808 Hoather - 10) 58.516 7555 Warmosa J Maskiel 8] 60 2 0513 Allibor B Mc Dougall [10] 60
14 4374 Hazard A Guess - [[11} 58.5 14 4375 Bencouver - }13{ 58.517 1650 AeeceeSupreme . Noonan H 58 3 5041 GotYouself AGun  J Mot 8] 60 PLAY RESPONSIBLY
15 6660 Feudal Empire - [1] 585 15 5940 Grand lliusion Ms J Da Rose [4] 5818 0561 Velentino o [16] 595 4 1002 JomesThe Great  E.Walsh 3] 60 _
16 0494 Lovano M Juiius [6] 56 16 4999 Sweet Liaison % 14 542.00pM Race 4  (A527000) PAK_1000m © 5040 Musgrave D Bates [15) 60 Stay Legal. National Problem Gambling
17 6008 Some Eclipse - (1] 3437 5592 bio " Logan Bates 1) 8] 63 6 2187 Royal Fox J Noonan [17] 60 Bet With Care. | Helpline: 1800-6-668-668
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POODLES

France starts at 17:57
UK starts at 21:18

Melbourne starts at 12:30
Australia starts at 12:40

For full list of race cards, scan QR code
or visit www.singaporepools.com.sg/racecards

Japan starts at 12:40
South Africa starts at 17:40
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Ayaka Furue, being showered with champagne after winning the Evian
Championship on July 14, said she found momentum after hole No. 15. PHOTO: AFP

Evian Championship 2024

'FORCE’

PROPELS
FURUE TO
VICTORY

Japanese eagles last hole to seal first Major
title with one-stroke win over Kyriacou

EVIAN-LES-BAINS, France - Japa-
nese golfer Ayaka Furue suffered
heartbreak in June when she nar-
rowly missed out on qualifying for
the Olympics, but she also found in-
spiration from that famous
phrase from the Star Wars movie,
“May the force be with you™.

On July 4, the 24-year-old turned
disappointment into delight, when
she clinched the Evian Champion-
ship with an eagle on the 18th hole
for her first Major title, which also
landed her US$L2 million (S$L6
million) for her second career
LPGA victory.

Carding birdies from holes No. 14
to No. 16, Furue then held her nerve
in the final hole for the eagle. She
erased a three-stroke deficit over
the final five holes, with her six-un-
der 65 giving her a 19-under 265 to-
tal.

This handed her a one-shot victo-
ry over Australia’s third-round lead-
er Stephanie Kyriacou (67).

Furue, who went into the final
round trailing Kyriacou by two
shots, said: “Before starting the
round, I feel like I have to do the ag-
eressive play today, but after I start-
ed playing I feel a little bit frustrat-
ed about my play. Like I didn't get
any birdie chances.

“But after the 15th hole, 1 could
gain my momentum...

“1 became a Star Wars fan like a
month ago, and then I love the sen-
tence, ‘May the force be with you’.
On the 15th hole, the sentence came
up in my mind.”

Heading to the 18th hole, Furue
and Kyriacou were level at 17 under
with third-placed Patty Tavatanakit
having already finished her round.

Furue found the fairway, but Ky-
riacou’s shot swerved left into the
rough. Furue then found the green
with her second shot, giving her a
title shot. Moments later, she found
herself drenched in champagne.

She joins Chako Higuchi (1977
PGA Championship), Hinako Shi-
buno (2019 British Open) and Yuka
Saso (2024 US Open) as the lone
golfers from Japan to win a women’s
Major.

“Breathtaking, like incredible and

I'm so speechless,” said Furue, who
had an eagle and six birdies as well
as two bogeys.

Kyriacou, who birdied the 18th,
also secured her best result at a Ma-
jor, improving on a tie for seventh at
the 2022 British Open. She finished
her round with five birdies against
one bogey.

While the 23-year-old said it
hurts not to hold the trophy, the
world No. 100 added: “If you told
me [ would come second at the start
of the week, I would've been hap-

Thailand’s Tavatanakit (63) fin-
ished third, two shots behind Fu-
rue.

“A lot of positives to take away for
sure,” the world No. 28 said.

“] feel like, I don’t know;, at the be-
ginning of the week 1 didn’t even
think about winning or anything. I
just felt really good about my game.
[ really trusted my process and [ en-
joyed ever bit of it, even the not-so-
good ones.”

Lauren Coughlin was done in by
back-to-back bogeys at the 16th and
17th holes. She shot a 69 in the final
round to end up in fourth place at15
under for the tournament, two
strokes ahead of South Korean Ryu
Hae-ran (65).

Top-ranked Nelly Korda (68) and
world No. 2 Lilia Vu (68) were in a
group of players who finished
tied-26th on five-under 279, while
defending champion Celine Bou-
tier (71) placed joint-39th two shots
back, along with others such as Ly-
dia Ko (71). REUTERS, AFP

Farrell hails Springboks stunner after Durban drama

DURBAN - Ireland coach Andy Far-
rell said he does not care which
team are the best in the world fol-
lowing a last-gasp 25-24 win over
world No. 1South Africa on July 13.

Victory for second-ranked Ire-
land in a Durban thriller levelled
the two-Test series after the Rugby
World Cup holders won by seven
points in Pretoria on July 6.

“I honestly do not care who the
best team in the world are,” said
Englishman Farrell after taking
charge of the Six Nations cham-
pions for the 50th time.

“You would not want to separate
these teams and there are probably
three or four other countries who
come into the conversation.

“World rugby is in a good state
when we have this sort of competi-
tion.”

South Africa completed back-to-
back World Cup victories in Octo-
ber 2023, having recovered from
losing to Ireland in the pool stage.

Farrell highlighted the character
of his team after replacement fly-
half Ciaran Frawley kicked two
long-range drop goals in the last 10
minutes, including one on the final
hooter, to snatch a series-levelling
win. Ireland scrum-half Conor
Murray scored the only try of the
game, with all the Springboks’
points coming via the boot of
Handre Pollard.

It was just the second time [re-
land have won a Test in 1l attempts
in South Africa, with the first in
Cape Town eight years ago.

“As far as drama goes and with
the pressure we put on ourselves
because we were not happy with
last week’s performance, this result
is right up there,” said Farrell.

“It came against a magnificent
team. We had to come out and per-
form and the character of the team
came through. That is what sport is
all about.

“Our tussles with South Africa
have been immense and we had to
show guts, bravery and composure
tonight.

“Our first half was outstanding,

as good as it gets, but in the second
half we made enough mistakes to
last us three games.”

Having won the first Test 27-20,
South Africa coach Rassie Erasmus
was humble in defeat.

“It was a very well-executed drop
poal that made the difference, but

I'm not surprised because that is
what Ireland do — it is why they are
such a consistent team,” he said.

“The best team won and [
thought the referee (Karl Dickson
from England) was good tonight as
well.

“But if that drop goal had missed,

then we would have been sitting
here with big smiles and talking
about what a good comeback to
win the series 2-0."

Meanwhile, France captain Bap-
tiste Serin said on July 13 his side
had experienced a “terrible” week
following a 33-25 defeat by Argen-

tina in Buenos Aires, which came
hours after two members of the
visitors’ squad were charged with
rape and beating a woman.
France forwards Hugo Auradou,
20, and flanker Oscar Jegou, 21,
were arrested on July 8 and formal-
ly charged on July 12 after a woman

South Africa’s
Damian de
Allende and
Ireland’s Stuart
McCloskey (far
left) jumping for
the ball during
their second
Rugby Union Test
at Kings Park
Stadium in
Durban on July
13. Ireland won
25-24 to level
the two-Test
series. PHOTO:
AFP

accused them of raping her multi-
ple times and beating her in a hotel
room in the city of Mendoza on Ju-
ly 7 after the first Test.

The players have denied the ac-
cusations, and say sexual relations
with the woman were consensual.
AFP

‘Motivated’ Riner eyes record-tying third gold

PARIS - All eyes will be on the judo
competition when French heavy-
weight Teddy Riner bids for a third
individual Olympic gold medal in
what could end up being one of the
highlights of the Paris Games.

Every Olympics has an iconic
moment from a home athlete and,
although the French will be hoping
for plenty of contenders, another
gold at his fourth Games for the
man known as “Big Teddy” would
be right up there.

The 35-year-old won his 1ith in-
dividual world title in Doha in 2023
and another gold in Paris would see
him match the record of Japan’s Ta-
dahiro Nomura.

Nomura won successive Olympic
extra-lightweight titles in 1996,
2000 and 2004.

“Having the Olympics at home is
what motivates me. It is magical
and it brings a lot of emotion”, Rin-
er said in February, after winning
the Paris Grand Slam.

Riner, who was born in Guade-
loupe but grew up in the French
capital, already shares the record
for most Olympic medals in judo
with Japan’s Ryoko Tani, having al-
so won two individual bronzes and
a mixed team gold.

His Tokyo bronze came after one
of only a handful of losses over a
career that has spanned 15 years, a
stunning upset by Russian Tamer-

French heavyweight Teddy Riner will
be looking to win a third individual
Olympic gold medal in Paris. It will
match the record of Japan's
Tadahiro Nomura, who won
successive Olympic

extra-lightweight titles in 1996,
2000 and 2004.

lan Bashaev in the quarter-finals.

Riner is undefeated since failing
to retain the Olympic title, his fo-
cus firmly fixed on the competition
at Paris’ Grand Palais, renamed the
Champ de Mars Arena, from July 27
to Aug 3.

Czech Lukas Krpalek will also be
chasing a third individual gold in
Paris.

He won the half-heavyweight ti-
tle in Rio de Janeiro and taking ad-
vantage of Riner’s absence from
the last two rounds of the Tokyo
competition to claim the heavy-
weight crown.

Unsurprisingly, as the home of
the martial art, Japan has been by
far the most successful nation in
judo at the Olympics since the
sport made its debut at the first To-
kyo Games in 1964.

Women judokas took their first
Olympic bows at Barcelona in 1992
and both sexes now compete for
golds in seven weight classes as

well as for one mixed team title.

Another home fighter taking
centre stage on the Paris tatami
will be 31-year-old Clarisse Agbeg-
nenou, who won the half-heavy-
weight silver in Rio and gold in To-
kyo.

Riner, Agbegnenou and their
teammates beating Japan in the
mixed team final in Tokyo took a
bit of the gloss off the hosts” haul of
nine golds, two silvers and one
bronze.

Whether France can repeat the
feat in Paris depends partly on how
they deal with the pressure of com-
peting at home.

“On the one hand, I will have my
family there and a lot of people to
support me,” Riner told French GQ
magazine in a recent cover inter-
view.

“On the other hand, it puts addi-
tional pressure on some athletes.
That’s not the case for me, but you
never know.” REUTERS

ST Hard Tackle podcast

What makes the Olympics special

From historic achievements to record-breaking feats, the Olympics
serve up some unforgettable moments every four years. As we draw
closer to Paris 2024, ST sports reporter Deepanraj Ganesan chats
with former Olympians and ST assistant sports editor Rohit Brijnath
on why the event captures the imagination the way it does.
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Spain’s Carlos Alcaraz putting on a dominant display in the Wimbledon final against Novak Djokovic on July 14. The Serb won just 10 games in his second heaviest defeat in a Major final. PHOTO: REUTERS

Wimbledon 2024

ALCARAZ REPLAYS DREAM

Spaniard demolishes Djokovic to retain
Wimbledon title and lift fourth Major crown

LONDON - Spain’s Carlos Alcaraz
produced an utterly ruthless perfor-
mance to dismantle Serbia’s Novak
Djokovic 6-2, 6-2, 7-6 (7-4) in a re-
match of the 2023 Wimbledon final
to retain his title on July 14.

Alcaraz now has four Grand Slam
trophies with a perfect record in
Major finals, including his US Open
victory in 2022 and his French
Open win in June. Defeat denied
Djokovic a 25th Grand Slam title to
surpass Margaret Court in the all-
time list and also equal Swiss Roger
Federer’s haul of eight men’s singles
titles at Wimbledon.

“It’s a dream for me, winning this
trophy,” said Alcaraz, who became
the ninth man to retain his Wimble-
don title in the professional era.

“In an interview when I was 11 or

12, | said my dream was to win Wim-
bledon, so I'm replaying my dream.

“I want to keep going but it’s a
great feeling to play on this beauti-
ful court and to lift this amazing
trophy. This is the most beautiful
tournament, most beautiful court
and most beautiful trophy.”

Victory in two hours and 27 min-
utes made him the sixth man in the
professional era to claim the Roland
Garros and Wimbledon titles in the
same year, joining Rod Laver, Bjorn
Borg, Rafael Nadal, Federer and
Djokovic.

“It’s a huge honour for me to be
part of those players who have
achieved Roland Garros and Wim-
bledon in the same year. They are
huge champions. I don’t consider
myself as a champion yet, not like

them, but I'll keep going to build my
path, my journey,” Alcaraz said.

He pounced on his fifth break
point in a tight first game that lasted
14 minutes as Djokovic’s usually im-
penetrable defence was breached
early on a sunlit Centre Court. The
third seed dropped the hammer
from there and powered through
the first set on the back of some sol-
id serving, leaving Djokovic with a
mountain to climb.

Second seed Djokovic came un-
der more pressure at the start of the
next set as Alcaraz bullied the 37-
year-old in the early exchanges to
break and capitalised on his service
woes for an imposing two-set lead.

Djokovic and Alcaraz went toe-
to-toe until 4-4 in the third set be-
fore the 21-year-old broke with a big
backhand winner to take a 5-4 lead,
as the Centre Court crowd sensed
an early finish. However, despite
racing to 40-0 with some sublime
tennis, he squandered three match

Unseeded pair ‘got a bit
lucky’ to claim doubles title

LONDON - Britain's Henry Patten
and Finland’s Harri Heliovaara beat
Australians Max Purcell and Jordan
Thompson 6-7 (7-9), 7-6 (10-8), 7-6
(11-9) in the men’s doubles final at
Wimbledon on July 13 to clinch their
first Grand Slam title together.

The unseeded duo started play-
ing together only three months ago
but ousted seeded pairs en route to
the final to meet the 15th seeds, who
had knocked out the top seeds Mar-
cel Granollers and Horacio Zeballos
in the semi-finals.

Remarkably, the match had no
breaks of serve as each set went in-
to a tiebreak and with the pressure
mounting with each game, Patten
and Heliovaara saved three cham-
pionship points in the second set to
force a decider.

After nearly two hours and 49
minutes, Patten, a former Wimble-
don statistician, and his partner
edged out the Australians to win an
epic match, receiving a standing

ovation from the Centre Court
crowd.

“It couldn’t have been a closer
match. 1 can't really remember
what happened. I'm sure Harri’s the
same,” Patten said.

While Patten had never moved
past the third round at a Slam be-
fore, Heliovaara had reached two
men’s doubles quarter-finals and
won the 2023 US Open mixed dou-
bles title with Kazakhstan's Anna
Danilina. The emotions got the bet-
ter of the Finnish player, who was
seen sobbing on the court.

“I admit we got a bit lucky today
but sometimes we need luck to win
a tennis match... The tears say it all,
it's very emotional,” he said.

In an entertaining and nail-biting
first set, the Australian duo were
virtually unstoppable on serve, los-
ing just two points but Patten and
Heliovaara were also up to the task.

It was initially one-way traffic in
the tiebreak, as Purcell and Thomp-
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son forged ahead when the British-
Finnish duo made several errors,
giving them five set points. Patten
stepped up under pressure to save
four, but Purcell and Thompson re-
discovered their rhythm and took
the set when Heliovaara’s return
went just wide.

The Australians continued to
serve well in the second set, with
Patten and Heliovaara having no
answers on how to break them even
as the set went with serve until 6-5.

Purcell and Thompson finally had
the first break point of the match —
a championship point on Heliovaa-
ra’s serve — but Patten came to his

rescue at the net with a fine volley.

Patten and Heliovaara saved
championship points twice in the
tiebreak on some tense rallies be-
fore taking the second set and forc-
ing a decider, leaving the Austra-
lians confounded during the chan-
geover as the crowd roared its ap-
proval.

The final set was more of the
same on serve but had more rallies
as both pairs refused to be the first
ones to blink, before the unherald-
ed pair of Patten and Heliovaara

prevailed and sank to their knees.

“I'm devastated. We were so close,
we had championship points... This
is the way tennis goes,” said
Thompson.

Purcell, who won the 2022 Wim-
bledon men’s doubles title, said:
“I'm super happy for these boys,
they deserve it”

In the women’s doubles, Ameri-
can Taylor Townsend captured her
first Grand Slam title as she and
Czech partner Katerina Siniakova
beat Canadian Gabriela Dabrowski
and New Zealand's Erin Routliffe
7-6 (7-5), 7-6 (7-1) in what was only
their 10th match together. REUTERS

points and dropped serve as fans
rose to their feet to egg Djokovic on.

There was to be no comeback,
however, as Alcaraz tamed his
nerves to clinch victory in the tie-
break around 20 minutes later
when Djokovic crashed a return in-
to the net.

“Obviously, it's not the result I
wanted and especially in the first
couple of sets, the level of tennis
wasn't up to par from my side. But
credit to Carlos for playing some
complete tennis. From the back of
the court, on serve, he had it all to-
day,” Djokovic said.

“I tried to push him and saved the
three match points, extended the
match a little bit, but it wasn't
meant to be, really. He was an abso-
lutely deserved winner today. Con-
gratulations to him for amazing
tennis.”

It was the second-most lopsided
loss for Djokovic in his 37 Major title
deciders after his French Open final

loss to Nadal in 2020, when he won
just seven games.

Kate, Britain's Princess of Wales,
was greeted with a standing ovation
at Wimbledon in her second public
appearance in 2024 while she un-
dergoes treatment for cancer.

The patron of the All England
Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club
wore a bright purple dress as she
strode into the venue with her
daughter, Princess Charlotte, to
watch the men’s singles final.

Arriving at Centre Court’s royal
box, a beaming Kate waved to spec-
tators, who rose to cheer her arrival.
She later presented the trophy to
Alcaraz.

“] am making good progress, but
as anyone going through chemoth-
erapy will know, there are good
days and bad days,” she said in a
personal written message ahead of
that appearance. “My treatment is
ongoing and will be for a few more
months.” REUTERS

SportsWorld

Bowlers joint-third
in girls’ doubles

Singapore’s Arianne Tay
and Colleen Pee clinched
a joint-bronze in the girls’
doubles at the
International Bowling
Federation World Youth
Championships in
Incheon, South Korea, on
July 14.

After finishing second in

their matchplay group, the
duo qualified for the

semi-finals, where they
lost 2-1 (190-237, 290-266,
247-227) to Sweden’s Maja
Engberg and Nora
Johansson.

The Swedes will face
Americans Katelyn
Abigania and Annalise
O’Bryant in the final on
July 18, when Tay will also
be vying for the girls’
singles title with Finland’s
Stella Lokfors.

HuugangendSPL
cellar-dwelling

Hougang United lifted
themselves off the bottom
of the Singapore Premier
League after a 2-2 draw
with the Young Lions at
Jalan Besar Stadium on
July 14.

Hougang swopped
places with eighth-placed
Albirex Niigata owing to a
better goal difference.
Both sides have three
points after seven games,
while the Young Lions are
sixth in the nine-team
table with seven points
from eight matches.

Park becoming a
mother again

SEOUL - Seven-time LPGA
Tour Major champion
Park In-bee is expecting
her second child. She
made the announcement
on July 12, her birthday.

The 36-year-old Park, a
Hall of Fame member
with 21 LPGA Tour wins,
gave birth to daughter
Nam In-seo in April 2023.
She last played on the tour
at the AIG Women’s Open
in August 2022. REUTERS

Leader Tadej Pogacar celebrating winning Stage 15
the 2024 Tour lifting him comfortably clear of his rivals. PHOTO: REUTERS

Tour de France 2024
‘Super happy’ Pogacar
Increases lead to 3:09

, his third stage victory on

PLATEAU DE BEILLE - Tadej Poga-
car extended his overall lead at the
Tour de France to more than three
minutes on July 14 with a convinc-
ing second straight stage win in
the Pyrenees.

The Slovenian dropped the last
of his rivals with 5km to go after
five more Pyrenean peaks.

A valiant Jonas Vingegaard could
finish only Imin 8sec adrift in sec-
ond, with Remco Evenepoel in
third, 2min 51sec behind the lead-
er.
As Pogacar crossed the line at
the magnificent Plateau de Beille

deep in the Pyrenees, resplendent
in his yellow jersey, he racked up a
second straight iconic mountain-
top triumph and a 14th Tour de
France stage win aged just 25.

He said: “I would never imagine
this kind of outcome after the sec-
ond week. 'm super happy with
my shape.

“Today was super hot and it was
a really hard day.

“I always struggle with the heat
and today the team did a super
good job with cooling me down
and everything. It was an incred-
ible day.”

The UAE Team Emirates lead-
er’s audacious bid for a Tour de
France and Giro d’lItalia double in
the same season seemed closer af-
ter a third stage victory on the
2024 Tour lifted him comfortably
clear.

There are two murderous moun-
tain slogs to go in the Alps, where
the weather will likely be much
hotter, which Pogacar dislikes.

For now, the sun shines on the
Slovenian as he leads the two-time
defending champion Vingegaard
by 3min 9sec. Tour debutant Eve-
nepoel is third, 5min 19sec behind
Pogacar.

Meanwhile, a roadside spectator
who threw potato chips in the fac-
es of Pogacar and Vingegaard was
arrested and held overnight in a
police cell, according to media re-
ports.

The incident, which was caught
on film and swiftly did the rounds
on social media, happened in the
heat of the Stage 4 struggle on Ju-
ly 13 as Pogacar was breaking away
from the defending champion.

“l do not understand people
who go to a bike race to throw po-
tato chips,” said Vingegaard at the
finish.

Professional riders union CPA
says it intends to sue the spectator.

He was too drunk to make a
statement, so police held him
overnight in order that he could do
so on the morning of July 4.

In other news, the Tour stepped
up protective measures on July 14
to “limit health risks” in the face of
a resurgence of Covid-19, which
has affected several riders in re-
cent days.

Masks must now be worn by
everyone, including organisers,
guests and journalists, who may
be “in contact with the riders and
members of the cycling teams”
before and after the stages, said
organisers Amaury Sport Organi-
sation.

Several riders, including Bri-
tains Tom Pidcock and Spain’s
Juan Ayuso, teammate of Pogacar,
have already retired after testing
positive. AFP
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Euro 2024

GERMANY WERE
BETTER HOSTS
AT WORLD CUP

No ‘summer fairy tale’ as team miss target
while fans face transport and weather woes

BERLIN - German organisers of the
Euro 2024 tournament will
breathe a sigh of relief, having deli-
vered an event without major is-
sues ahead of the July 14 final be-

tween Spain and England, but hav-
ing failed to replicate the success of
the 2006 World Cup on home soil.

The European Championship
has been Germany’s biggest inter-

national sports event since the
2006 World Cup, which at the time
triggered a massive wave of home
enthusiasm, filled fan zones na-
tionwide and has since become
known as the “Summer Fairy Tale”.

While Euro 2024 went off with-
out major hitches on both the oper-
ational and security level, it has
come nowhere close to matching

the success of the World Cup 18

years ago.

The German national team went
out in the quarter-finals without
ever hitting top form, leaving the
hosts with about two weeks of sub-
dued passion from the home fans.

At the 2006 World Cup, an un-
fancied young Germany side reac-
hed the semi-finals and then won
their third-place play-off against
Portugal. It also set the stage for
another semi-final run four years
later, with Germany ultimately
winning their fourth World Cup in
Brazil in 2014.

Transportation between the 10
cities hosting matches was also a
far cry from the impressive effi-
ciency of 2006, with delays hitting
fans and even teams, including the
Dutch squad, who had to scrap
plans for a train journey ahead of
their semi-final against England
and eventually arrived four hours
later than planned by plane.

Fans took to social media to com-
plain about these disruptions and
the transport minister said the na-
tional rail operator’s performance
had not met Germany’s standards
during the event.

Said Mr Volker Wissing: “What

has happened to some of the fans
does not meet Germany’s stan-
dards and does not meet the stan-
dards I have for our transport in-
frastructure.”

The Euro has put Germany’s
vaunted efficiency under interna-
tional scrutiny as the country
struggles to modernise its ageing
rail infrastructure and boost punc-
tuality.

Among those caught up in train
delays was tournament director
and 2014 World Cup winner Philipp
Lahm, whose appointment a few
years ago was welcomed, bringing
a respected former player to the
role.

But in contrast to the late Franz
Beckenbauer, who  attended
matches using a helicopter in 2006
and quickly became the face of the
organisation, Lahm has been rare-
ly seen or heard, preferring to op-
erate behind the scenes.

The weather did not always play
along either, with summer storms
and heavy rain during the event,
another contrast to the month of
blue skies throughout the warm
summer of 2006.

Fan zones had to be shut on occa-
sion due to the storms, but organis-

ers still expect a total of six million
people to have visited them by the
end of July 14.

“For me the entire tournament
showed that sport stands for com-
munity and social spirit. Sport and
football have nothing to do with
isolation,” said German Football
Association chief Bernd Neuen-
dorf.

Nowhere was that more evident
than in the low-key and friendly
policing, with security having
been a concern with potential
threats from Islamist militants,
hooligans, violent individuals and
cyberattacks, as identified by the
country’s interior ministry.

But German security, including
22,000 police officers, with a very
low-visibility presence apart from
at some high-risk games, look to
have done the job satisfactorily.

The tournament’s format with 16
of the 24 teams advancing past the
group stage may have been criti-
cised, but it did provide tense
matches until the last group game.

Organisers hope that excitement
will carry through to the final in
Berlin on July 14 to cap a solid tour-
nament operation. The final took
place after press time. REUTERS

leenagers Yamal, Guler a throwback to

john Brewin

Euro 2024 has seen the major
stars falter and a generational
shift is in full play.

Spain’s Lamine Yamal, who
celebrated his 17th birthday on
July 13, announced his arrival on
the international stage, while in
Arda Guler, 19, quarter-finalists
Turkey found a talent to build
around, to continue the great
strides made.

It has been 20 years since two
young players made such an
impact on a European
Championship. To paraphrase
Opta’s tweet after Yamal's goal
against France during the July 9
semi-final, Euro 2004 was the
only previous edition to see two
teenagers register at least a goal
and an assist each.

Their predecessors? Cristiano
Ronaldo and Wayne Rooney.

Time waits for nobody: The

former found himself incapable of :
: the high expectations held after a

matching former glories at this

- It has been 20 years since
. two young players made

: such an impact on a

: European Championship...
. Euro 2004 was the only

. previous edition to see

. two teenagers register at

- least a goal and an assist

. each.

The duo had enjoyed gilded
careers. Ronaldo smashed even

: promising, if imperfect, first
: season at Manchester United.

Rooney, who looked the better
prospect when rampaging

. through defences during that

: summer of 2004, became record
: scorer for club and country,

: though perhaps with better

: self-discipline, he might have

: achieved even more.

Still, watch back videos of

. Rooney from 2004 to 2010 and a
. player of ferocity, skill and
: brilliance comes to the fore.

Yamal reminds us of another

: United player, Ryan Giggs, when
: he was the first of Alex Ferguson’s :
: . Class of 92 allowed to take flight.
. tournament, with the 39-year-old :
: Portugal captain’s presence

. disrupting probably the most
. talented squad in this

¢ competition.

Like a teenage Giggs, the

. Barcelona prodigy glides across

i the field with the moral courage

. to take on muscular opponents

: who dwarf his slim physique, and
: possesses a lashing left foot, too,
. as France found out with his

: brilliant semi-final strike which

Ll
-l

Turkey's Arda Guler (left) evading Netherlands forward Cody
Gakpo during their Euro 2024 quarter-final. The 19-year-old
finished the tournament with a goal and two assists. Spain
winger Lamine Yamal, 17, has a goal and three assists before

the final against England in Berlin. PHOTOS: REUTERS, AFP

Rooney, Ronaldo

: made him the youngest scorer in
: tournament history, adding to his
¢ three assists. :
:  With his explosive finishing and :
. leadership qualities for one so :
: young, Guler perhaps reminds us
: of Gheorghe Hagi, the Romanian
i genius who played much of his

: football in Turkey with

i Galatasaray.

i Real Madrid must be inundated
i with applications to loan such

. talent. As Martin Odegaard, for

: example, found, the Spanish

: giants, where results will always
: be paramount, may not always

represent the best place to groom

: young talent.

But whether at the Santiago

: Bernabeu or elsewhere, Guler

i looks to have a fine career ahead
: of him. He certainly has the

: talent, as shown from his tally of
i two assists and a goal at this

! tournament.

Another teenager who caught

: the eye is England’s Kobbie
: Mainoo, upon whom Gareth
: Southgate eventually

incorporated as part of his

. midfield trio.

The United player’s ability to

. quickly find space and make key

: passes has gone some way to

: loosening the logjam that held

: England back in the group stages.

There may be doubts over his

. covering for those behind him,
: adding to the workload of the

. likes of Declan Rice, but the

: 19-year-old joins Yamal and Guler
: as a teenager making an impact

: on a tournament where the

. established stars disappointed.

This was supposed to be the

. tournament Kylian Mbappe and
: others stepped into the breach

: left by Ronaldo as Europe’s

: greatest. Instead, they must bow
: to the next, coming generation.

stsports@sph.com.sg

US show creativity in warmup win over Mexico

NEW YORK - Sophia Smith scored
the only goal as the United States
warmed up for the Paris Olympics
with a 1-0 victory over Mexico at
Red Bull Arena in New Jersey on Ju-
ly 13.

FPﬂrﬂand Thorns striker Smith
rounded off a superb team move
with an emphatic finish on 64 min-
utes to seal a deserved win for Em-
ma Hayes' youthful US Olympic
squad.

The Athletic quoted Hayes as say-
ing: “For the chances we've created,
we're not hitting the frame enough.
That’s something to add... we're on-
ly scratching the surface.”

Mexico had beaten the Ameri-
cans 2-0 when the teams last met in
February during the Concacaf
Women’s Gold Cup in California.

But that shock loss — only the sec-
ond time Mexico have beaten the
US women — seemed like a distant
memory on July 13 after a dominant
performance by the four-time
Olympic champions.

Hayes controversially omitted
veteran striker and two-time World
Cup winner Alex Morgan, 35, from
her 18-strong squad for the Olym-
pics, where the Americans are chas-
ing their first gold medal since the
2012 London Games.

However, the movement of Smith
and attacking partners Trinity Rod-
man and Mallory Swanson against
Mexico suggested that the US wom-
en will be among the main conten-
ders for gold in France.

Smith in particular carved out a
number of promising chances and

only some desperate goalkeeping
from Mexico custodian Stephany
Barrera prevented the home team
from scoring more.

Barrera pulled off superb saves to
deny Smith in the 22nd and 52nd
minutes, before Smith finally broke
the deadlock in the second half.

Rose Lavelle’s pass released Rod-
man down the right, who in turn
fed Swanson in the penalty area.
Swanson unselfishly laid the ball off
to Smith, who cut inside and curled
a shot past Barrera.

Said Smith: “We have such dy-
namic players up front, we can cre-
ate in so many ways. [ should have
put away a few more. But it goes to
show the different ways we're cre-
ating and working together”

The midfield, however, remains a

work in progress, with Lavelle say-
ing: “I think we're working on being
a little more tactically flexible and
when things felt like it wasn’t work-
ing in the first half, we want to do
something a little different in the
second half.

“So me going deeper just kind of
happened, it worked. But we're try-
ing to, as a group, learn how to ad-
just on the fly and be a little smarter
with our adjustments during
games.”

They play Costa Rica in a July 16
friendly before heading to Paris.

Olympic champions Canada beat
Australia 2-1 in another warmup in
Marbella, Spain. Sharn Freier put
the Matildas ahead but Canada hit
back through Nichelle Prince and
Evelyne Viens. AFP
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L e
United States forward Sophia Smith on the attack against Mexico during the first
half of their friendly at Red Bull Arena in New Jersey on July 13. The 23-year-old
scored the only goal of the game in the 64th minute. PHOTO: USA TODAY SPORTS



B4

SPORT

THE STRAITS TIMES

MONDAY, JULY 15, 2024

MAHLER STEPS UP AGAIN

Versatile Lion joins
top-tier Thai side
Muangthong to
further his career

David Lee

Sports Correspondent

Having excelled in his first season
abroad with Indonesian club Mad-
ura United, national footballer Ja-
cob Mahler is ready for the chal-
lenge of playing in South-east Asia’s
strongest league.

The 24-year-old has joined Thai
League 1 side Muangthong United,
inking a one-year deal on July 3
with an option for another year’s
extension.

He told The Straits Times: “The
Indonesian league is on the way up,
but Thailand has the best league
now and this is the best option to
grow further in the next step of my
career.

“It’s a step up for me. I'm excited
to embark on this journey with one
of the biggest clubs in Thai League
1, and this is a good opportunity to
showcase my abilities.”

Muangthong won the league in
2009, 2010, 2012 and 2016 and once
boasted top Thai internationals
such as playmaker Chanathip Song-
krasin and dynamic left-back
Theerathon Bunmathan before
they furthered their careers in Ja-
pan.

Since then, the Kirins have been
overtaken by other clubs. In the
2023-24 season, they finished fifth
in the 16-team league, below Buri-
ram United (champions), Bangkok
United (2nd), Port FC (3rd) and BG
Pathum United (4th).

But Mahler believes his new team
can deliver success again, with
young locals such as former Leices-
ter City player Thanawat Sueng-
chitthawon and experienced im-
ports like former Liverpool defen-
der Aly Cissokho, executing their
brand of high-intensity, hard-run-
ning football under new Italian
coach Gino Lettieri.

There will also be the ri sub-
plot with fellow Lions and best
mates — Irfan Fandi (Port), Ikhsan
Fandi (Pathum) and Harhys Stew-

art (Chiangrai United).

While Muangthong may not have
many individual stars, Mahler be-
lieves they have a good chance of
achieving something with their
work ethic.

The 1.84m utility player is looking
forward to playing alongside Cis-
sokho, adding: “Aly is a top profes-
sional who has played at the highest
level, and the good thing is he
speaks English so we can commun-
icate.

“I'm a Manchester United fan but
there’s no problem with him being a
former Red when we can play with

and learn from such an experienced
player like him.”

Born in Copenhagen to a Danish
father and Singaporean mother,
Mahler moved to Jakarta when he
was two before the family relocated
to Singapore in 2004.

In May 2023, he joined Madura on
a one-year contract and has evolved
from a reliable defender into a de-
fensive midfield bedrock.

He played 30 games, contributed
to 10 clean sheets and scored once
during the regular season as the
Racing Bull finished fourth in the
18-team league.

In the top-four championship se-
ries, he helped Madura reach the
two-legged final, where they lost
6-1on aggregate to Persib Bandung.

The past season was the first time
he has lived abroad on his own,
which has helped him to “man up”
and learn to be independent.

Besides having to do his own
laundry and housework, he also
learnt how to cook. He can now
whip up a mean pesto pasta with
chicken, mushroom and spinach.

Playing abroad also gave him a
true taste of away days in profes-
sional football as he recounted six-

hour coach trips from Surabaya to
Yogyakarta. Once, it took his team
12 hours to reach their hotel in Sa-
marinda, East Kalimantan. at 2am
after a three-hour flight delay and a
two-hour bus ride.

“It’s tiring and takes a toll on the
body, so I learnt a lot about myself
and my body and how I need to re-
cover, which is something really im-
portant as a footballer” he said,
adding that one will not experience
this by playing locally.

Mahler, who has 12 caps and three
international goals, hopes to con-
tinue challenging himself in the

Singapore’s
Jacob Mahler (in
red) and
Chanathip
Songkrasin of
Thailand
clashing during
the World Cup
qualifier between
the two countries
at Bangkok's
Rajamangala
Stadium on June
1. Chanathip
used to be a
playmaker for
Muangthong
United, with
whom Mahler
signed a
one-year deal on
July 3. PHOTO:
AFP

hope of earning a move to Japan,
South Korea or Europe one day.

He said: “We have to take such
opportunities to get out of our com-
fort zone and play overseas to bet-
ter ourselves.

“I'm nowhere near the finished
product I want to be. | can still grow
and become a much better player.
I'm not satisfied just being me-
diocre, | want to be the best I can
be... and do my part to bring back
the glory days for Singapore foot-
ball.”

davidlee@sph.com.sg

Colombia irked that longer
Interval will affect players

MIAMI - Colombia will seek their
second Copa America title when
they take on defending champions
Argentina at Hard Rock Stadium in
Miami Gardens on July 14 (July 15,
Singapore time), but the clash will
not be the only spectacle, with
Shakira doing the half-time show.

Conmebol confirmed the perfor-
mance would last for 20 minutes,
and Colombia coach Nestor Loren-
zo said he disagreed with the deci-
sion to extend the break as it could
affect the players’ fitness.

He added that South American
football's governing body had
sanctioned late arrivals on the

pitch after half-time.

“Regarding the show, I hope all
enjoy it, Shakira is an excellent ar-
tiste. I found out today. 1 think it
should be like any other game, the
15 minutes according to the rules,”
Lorenzo told a press conference on
July 13.

“When we have gone out at 16
(minutes), we have been fined.
Now there is a show and we have to
go out at 20 or 25. With the impact
it can have on the players, they
might cool down and we know
what it costs those minutes of re-
covery in the dressing room.”

The coach added he expected his

team to play a flawless game to
beat Argentina, and highlighted
the role of wveteran playmaker
James Rodriguez, who has been
crucial in the squad.

“If we hadn’t done a good perfor-
mance, we wouldnt be here. To
beat Argentina, we have to be the
best version of ourselves and mul-
tiply it,” said Lorenzo.

“James has had a very good tour-
nament. We are lucky that he is do-
ing well, that he has taken the lea-
dership of the team and that the
team have supported him. He is
undoubtedly one of the best in the
Copa.”

Shakira’s 20-minute performance during half-time of the Copa America final
between Argentina and Colombia will lead to a prolonged break. PHOTO: AFP

Argentina coach Lionel Scaloni
agreed, saying: “He (Rodriguez) is
a great player and it’s a pleasure to
watch him... Nestor has built a
team around him and it’s a great
thing for football.”

While Albiceleste captain Lionel

Messi hopes his long-time team-
mate Angel di Maria ends his inter-
national career with a goal and the
Copa trophy, Scaloni said it was not
guaranteed that di Maria would
play.

“Even though we know it will be

his last game, we will always de-
cide first what is best for the team.
If he has to play, it's because he has
to play. If we decide not to play
him, it's because we think differ-
ently,” he said.

Meanwhile, Luis Suarez rescued
Uruguay with an injury-time
equaliser, before the South Amer-
icans defeated Canada 4-3 in a
penalty shoot-out to win the third-
place play-off on July 13.

Uruguay looked to be heading to
a shock defeat after the Canadians
took a 2-1 lead in the 80th minute
through a Jonathan David goal at
Charlotte’s Bank of America Stadi-
um, before Suarez intervened to
make it 2-2.

Rodrigo Bentancur had opened
the scoring for Uruguay on eight
minutes but [smael Kone equalised
before the break. Kone and Al-
phonso Davies missed during the
shoot-out. REUTERS, AFP

ARGENTINA YV COLOMBIA
StarHub Ch202, 8am
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Young and hooked

1

Instead of scolding
or criticising your
child harshly over
his drug use, staying
open and being
honest may help

in his recovery

Venessa Lee
Senior Correspondent

Amid a rise in teen drug abuse in
Singapore, what do parents need to
know to protect their children?

Parents may find out that their
adolescent or young-adult children
are taking drugs only at the point of
arrest, according to addiction
specialists.

Still, talking to their offspring
early about such harmful behaviour
can play a role in helping kids say no
to drugs, the experts say.

Dr Mohamed Zakir Karuvetil,
consultant at National Addictions
Management Service at the Insti-
tute of Mental Health, says: “Young
people often hide their substance
abuse and avoid discussing it with
family members. Parents may
sometimes learn about it through
schools or clinics. But more fre-
quently, they find out when their
children are arrested.”

Dr Thomas Lee, medical director
and consultant psychiatrist at
Resilienz Clinic, says that, in
general, “if the relationship is not
good from the start, the teens would
not be forthcoming with their

parents”,
“It’'s not just drugs. It could be
smoking, drinking, computer

sames or vaping,” he adds.

Dr Lee stresses: “Any form of
drug-taking is a no-go. It may seem
relatively harmless, but one-time
use can be trouble”

Depending on the drug, severe
outcomes include fainting, heart
failure and even death, he says.

It helps for parent and child to
have honest communication and a
strong connection from a young

e.

Dr Zakir suggests: “Parents can
foster open and honest commu-
nication with their children, listen
actively without judgment, and
provide accurate information about
the harms of substance abuse and
the damaging effects it has on their
development.

“Parents can also encourage their
children to avoid friends and social
circles that abuse drugs. Helping
their children be aware of the legal-
ity around substance abuse also
works as a deterrent.”

He warns that blame can be
counterproductive.

“Simply expressing disapproval
or objection is not enough to
address drug-related issues effec-
tively.”

CONTINUED on C2
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| lost

myself to
drugs, says

Content part-time

d
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social media. (Grade Point Aver-

In June, the 36-year-
old, who came to the public
eye via local humour site SGAG,
posted a video marking 365 days of
sobriety. At the beginning of 2024,
he posted a TikTok clip about mak-
ing a fresh start after consuming
drugs.

Having spent six months in 2023
in a drug rehabilitation centre, Mr
Fauzi, who has more than 97,000
followers on TikTok, wants to warn
others against even casual drug use.

“Don’t even think about trying
drugs once. | regretted it. Put it in
caps: REGRET,” he tells The Straits
Times.

When a friend offered him a taste
of methamphetamine eight years
ago, he was driven by curiosity min-
gled with a hankering for glamour.

“When you're young, you want to
feel pood, you want to be cool. |
thought, ‘Enough of being the good
guy. Let’s be naughty for once. That
was my first impulse.

“l had watched movies in which
people took drugs. I didn’t know
there would be repercussions that
would affect my life]” recalls Mr
Fauzi, who was 28 then.

In 2016, he was working as a dig-
ital communications executive
while juggling night classes for a

age).” he says.

Although meth helped him
stay up, sometimes for three days at
a stretch, his good grades and aspi-
rations for progressing in his educa-
tion and career soon crumbled.

“1 kept asking for more drugs. It
was so dangerous. | lost myself” he
says.

Abandoning his tertiary studies
after a year, he took meth every
week, occasionally adding doses of
Ecstasy and cannabis.

Meth and Ecstasy are party drugs
that are stimulants.

Using meth can lead to feelings of
jumpiness, excitement, anger and
fear, with physical effects such as
dental problems and itching. People
using Ecstasy have reported feeling
energetic and happy, but its possi-
ble effects include dangerous spikes
in body temperature.

The effects of cannabis, or mari-
juana, can vary widely and include
impaired memory and judgment.

Mr Fauzi says he has bordered on
substance misuse before. For a year
in his mid-20s, he binge-drank
“bottles of vodka” while clubbing
on weekends.

There was a period when he went
cold turkey, however.

In the late 2010s, when he was
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employed for more than two years
by a social media company, he quit
drugs. He says: “I had to stop be-
cause | had become a public figure. |
was scared the public would find
out, but I didn't really have a plan
about how to quit.”

After he left the companyin 2020,
the strain of the Covid-19 pandemic
cracked his resolve.

Isolated and depressive, he went
back to drugs.

Although he continued to post his
own content online, he recalls: “My
self-confidence was low and my
self-doubt was high. [ was depend-
ing on meth for a boost. I thought
drugs provided a safe space, but
that was a hallucination.

“I wasn't confident enough to be
the amazing person I was, all along.
| didnt realise that 1 was still
creative without the drugs. 1
should've believed in myself a little
bit more”

In early 2023, he ramped up his
intake, consuming meth every
other day. He had not told anyone
about his years-long struggle with
drugs, though his friends noticed he
seemed to be “daydreaming”.

His problems came to a head one
morning in June 2023. “My Mc-
Donald’s delivery came and the bell
rang again. | thought, maybe they
forgot my hash brown. But the CNB
came in,” Mr Fauzi says, referring to
the Central Narcotics Bureau.

He had to wake his partner of 4
years, who had no clue what was

going on.

1D
UGS

Mr Fauzi's arrest and his subse-
quent half-year custody and
rehabilitation turned his life
around. He finished his term in
Changi Prison in December 2023.

He says: “I dont think I would
have stopped voluntarily. I cannot
go back to rehab. There was no free-
dom.

“Now, 1 have a comfortable bed.
when [ used to sleep on the floor on
a thin mattress. Now, | can make
coffee whenever I want. I can go to
the toilet without being judged
about whether my poop smells,
unlike when I was in a cell with
other people.”

Mr Fauzi, the eldest of five chil-
dren, says the support of his part-
ner, family and friends has also
helped him kick the drug habit.

In February, he co-founded
@dailytitbits.sg, an online platform
focused on humour and social
interactions, which is on TikTok
and Instagram.

Mr Fauzi says the page is a new
beginning. “My family is proud of
me. I am proud of myself. I dont
need to hide any more,” he says.

Craving drugs will be a “lifelong”
temptation for him, he says, though
he has healthy coping mechanisms
now, such as his regular gym wor-
kouts.

“People say that drugs control
you, but I didn't believe it. But the
drugs took over my brain,” he says.

“Now, 1 feel more confident. |
have control over my life, which 1
haven't felt in so many years.”

Citing his
experience as
a former drug
user, content
creator Fauzi
Azzhar warns
against
taking even

a first taste
of drugs.

ST PHOTO:
CHONG
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Instead, create a safe and sup-

portive environment where your
children feel comfortable to share
their feelings and have an honest
chat about why they might be
using drugs. They could be
influenced by peer pressure or
trying to cope with stress and diffi-
cult emotions.

He says that talking to children
early about the dangers of drugs is
crucial.

When it comes to the recovery
process, Dr Lee notes that familial
support and love are “so important™.

The clients he sees for drug

addiction often do not have
normal, functioning family rela-
tionships, he says.

Some warning signs of possible
drug use that parents can look out
for are behavioural changes, says
Dr Lee.

They include the child becoming
more irritable or emotional; having
an apparent change in personality,
such as a shy child turning
aggressive; or altered sleeping or
eating patterns. The child’s grades
could drop drastically and he or
she could start asking the parents
for money frequently, using it to
buy more drugs.

At a Central Narcotics Bureau
(CNB) seminar on July 10, Minister

of State for Home Affairs and
National Development Muham-
mad Faishal Ibrahim noted a rise in
young drug offenders.

“In the first four months of 2024
alone, 16 drug offenders who were
under the age of 16 were arrested,
compared with 24 such arrests in
the whole of 2023, he said in his
opening address at the seminar on
CNB’s anti-drug efforts.

“These trends point to the
changing attitudes of some of our
youth towards drugs.”

The 2022 Health and Lifestyle
Survey conducted by the Institute
of Mental Health found that the
mean age for the start of drug
abuse in Singapore was 15.9 years,

with many consuming the drugs at
home.

In a recent online video, content
creator Fauzi Azzhar, 36, warned
against using drugs, citing his own
experience with methamphe-
tamine.

He said: “I want to show young
people that the moment you try
drugs, no matter how hard you try
to resist, cravings can be incredibly
persistent.”

Reflecting on his own recovery,
he encouraged viewers with whom
his message resonated to be
“gentle and patient” with them-
selves.

venessal@sph.com.sg

Having strong
family ties
and good
parent-child
communication
lays the
foundation for
supporting
young people
in saying no to
drugs, experts
say. PHOTO:
ISTOCKPHOTO
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A mother’s
heartbreak
over her sons
cannabis
habit

Mrs Tan — not her real name — blames her son’s
encounter with drugs to his mixing with bad com-
pany.

Shawn — not his real name - was 17 when he tried
cannabis. Now 24, he has stayed at two halfway
houses and spent 22 months in jail for drug
offences. Although he won awards for academic
performance in secondary school and played in a
sports team, he later dropped out of two poly-
technics on account of his drug use.

He is now studying at a private educational in-
stitution after completing a therapy programme
with the National Addictions Management Service.

He was in Secondary 5 when he took his first puff
of cannabis, which is also known by names like
marijuana or weed. A friend passed him a spliff at
his home where they were hanging out with a small
group of friends, listening to rapper Post Malone
and gaming on a PlayStation 4.

Shawn recalls: “It was like a cigarette. | didn’t hes-
itate. | wanted to experience the feeling my friends
told me about. They had showed me videos of how
people get high.

“I felt chill vibes, it made me feel relaxed. I knew it
was wrong, but my thinking was that I would not
get caught.”

Seven years later, Mrs Tan is still furious and
heartbroken about Shawn’s drug habit.

While he tried to restrain himself, he usually
returned to the drug, playing truant and sneaking
smokes in school staircases and the top floor of
HDB blocks in the neighbourhood. He eventually
took cannabis almost daily.

She says: “I'm still asking Shawn who introduced
this to him. This person has ruined his life. 'm very
angry. He was moving in the wrong circles.”

Shawn says he is “scared” to divulge the identity
of this person to his mum.

She says: “For us as parents, the whole purpose of
working is for the children to get a good education.
We knew taking drugs was going to have a drastic
impact on his brain and his ability to study and
work later.”

“When consuming drugs, it is all he cares about.
He treated the drug friends like gods, doing what
they said,” adds Mrs Tan. She and her husband are
white-collar professionals in their 60s. Shawn is
the second of their three children.

When he was arrested by the Central Narcotics
Bureau, his parents had no idea he was on drugs.

Mrs Tan says: “It was a shock. To think that your
child has taken drugs is very upsetting. It’s like you
can't focus on anything else.”

Spending time at a drug rehabilitation centre
made Shawn take responsibility for his future.

Mrs Tan says: “Parents can educate their children
about the harm of drugs and the family has to
support him. But it was for him to realise what he
was doing was wrong. We could shout, scream, but
at the end of the day, he had to decide to stop and
find his own way.”

He says: “I was inside with old-timers and 1
realised that 1 don’t want to waste my life. I had
already wasted a lot of time. When [ was inside,
none of my friends came to visit me, only my family.
I want to be there for them.”

Venessa Lee

Hollywood
stars Ben

Aftleck and

Jennifer
Garner’s
daughter
denounces

US mask
bans

LOS ANGELES - Violet Affleck,
daughter of Hollywood stars Jenni-
fer Garner and Ben Affleck, was
photographed by the paparazzi in
June walking in Los Angeles with
her mother.

In the photos, she was wearing an
N95 face mask, as she often does in
public. Perhaps not remarkable in
and of itself, but some online had
questions.

“Why does Violet Affleck always
wear a mask? Explained,” promised
one recent headline.

The article speculated that
privacy, an indeterminate medical
condition and “personal expres-
sion” could be among the reasons
for her choice.

On July 9, the 18-year-old
appeared to offer an answer. Speak-
ing during the public comment
portion of a meeting of the Los An-
geles County Board of Supervisors,

The daughter of Hollywood stars Ben Affleck and Jennifer Garner, Violet
Affleck (masked) revealed that she wears her mask due to a post-viral
condition she contracted in 2019. PHOTO: THEREALSWIZZZ/INSTAGRAM

she revealed why she wears a mask
while also demanding greater pub-
lic access to masks.

“I contracted a post-viral condi-
tion in 2019 she said. “I'm okay
now, but 1 saw first-hand that
medicine does not always have
answers to the consequences of
even minor viruses.”

Speaking briskly — her whole
speech clocked in at just 59 seconds
— she warned about the risks of long
Covid-19, a serious medical condi-
tion that can cause brain fog,
chronic fatigue and other health
issues, and is thought to affect
millions of Americans.

Violet, a recent high school grad-
uate who appears to be bound for
Yale University in autumn, called
on officials to make masks available
in government buildings, hospitals
and jails.

“I demand mask availability, air

filtration and far UV-C light in
government facilities, including
jails and detention centres, and
mask mandates in county medical
facilities,” she said.

“We must expand the availability
of high-quality free tests and treat-
ment and, most importantly, the
county must oppose mask bans for
any reason.”

It is unclear if this was the first
time Violet addressed her concerns
publicly to an elected body.

Representatives for American
actors Ben Affleck and Garner —
who married in 2005 and divorced
in 2018 - did not immediately re-
spond to requests for comment on
July 10. The pair share two other
children aged 12 and 15.

More than four years since the
coronavirus pandemic ravaged the
world with millions of deaths and
prolonged lockdowns, many are

still wearing masks to fight the
spread of the virus, while most have
resumed regular, mask-free pro-
gramming,

Masks are proven to protect
against the transmission of
Covid19 and other airborne
viruses.

Violet’s concerns about Covid-19
have been apparent this year before
this meeting.

In May, she was captured in
paparazzi photos wearing a mask
and carrying the book, The Viral
Underclass: The Human Toll When
[nequality And Disease Collide
(2022), by American journalist
Steven Thrasher, who writes about
the disproportionate impact of
diseases on marginalised com-
munities.

Photographers captured her
carrying a face mask in June, when
she was having lunch with Ameri-
can singer-actress Jennifer Lopez,
her father’s wife. And in 2023, the
teen was spotted by a fan wearing
an N95 mask while attending a
Broadway play with her father and
Lopez, who did not appear to be
wearing masks.

Violet may be responding to re-
cent discussion about potential
mask bans that local leaders across
the country have been weighing out
of concern that people are using
them to conceal their identities.

Governor Kathy Hochul of New
York said in June that she and her
team had begun to consider
reinstating a pre-pandemic ban on
face masks on the subway to
combat crime, citing a recent
increase in anti-Semitism.

Mayor Karen Bass of Los Angeles
also announced in June that
officials were looking at possibly
banning masks at protests in re-
sponse to pro-Palestinian protests
in the city, despite a recent rise in
Covid-19 cases in the area.

NYTIMES

Fun With Kids

Make family time all the more special with these ideas and activities

Low Ying Ping
with her
Prophecy Of
The Underworld
fantasy-
adventure novel
series. PHOTO:
COURTESY OF
LOW YING PING

Elisa Chia
Correspondent

PROPHECY OF THE
UNDERWORLD BOOKS

Julian Kee wants nothing more
than to be a normal teenager in
Singapore. How will he perform
when he is randomly chosen to
save the world from chaos?

The teen and his sidekicks
find themselves embarking on
missions in fantasy-adventure
novel series Prophecy Of The
Underworld by local author Low
Ying Ping.

The third and final instalment,
The Twin Blades Of Doom
($1790), has recently hit book-
stores, including Books Kino-
kuniya and Epigram Bookshop.

Published by Penguin Random
House SEA, the series is recom-
mended for children aged nine to
13, but the titles have drawn adult
readers too.

As with the previous two titles
released in 2022 and 2023, Low
kept the latest story fast-paced and
humorous.

“The series is inspired by books
and movies about heroes going on
quests, especially fantasy ones,
and game books that I played when
I was young, such as Lone Wolf and
GrailQuest,” the 46-year-old told
The Straits Times.

Low also wrote the Mount Emily
novel series (2016 to 2017). It won
several book awards and inspired a
Channel 5 drama series, Mount
Emily: Guardians Of The Crystal
(2019), starring Gurmit Singh and
Suhaimi Yusof.
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Minor Issues

laking a stand against
ultra-processed food

From snacking
on fruit to baking
our own bread,
my family is
breaking the hold
of ultra-processed
food in our lives

Abel Ang

: The BBC documentary has

: since spawned a best-selling

i book by van Tulleken,

: Ultra-processed People (2023).

:  Its thesis is that food produced
i by large corporations contains

: cheap ingredients and chemicals
: that hack the brains, inducing

: people to eat more.

:  The offerings — which have

Imagine eating only fast food
and highly processed food for
a whole month. What would it
do to your body?

Chris van Tulleken, an associate
professor at University College
London and practising infectious
diseases doctor, conducted a :
xperiment on himself, !
under the watchful eyes of one of
Britain’s top obesity experts.

In the documentary, available
on YouTube, he ate a diet in
which fast food and processed
food constituted 80 per cent of

four-week e

his calories — a s

his usual diet where such foods
constituted only 20 per cent of

the calories.

During the four weeks, he was
subjected to rigorous medical
testing, undergoing blood tests,
body fat analysis and brain scans.

The experiment was simple.
He would eat when hungry, just
like he normally did, and all
other aspects of his lifestyle
would remain the same.

The results were stunning:

a weight gain of 6.5kg and his
body mass index tipped into the
obese range in that short time,

Blood taken showed that his
hunger hormone had gone up
by 30 per cent, while the
hormone to indicate fullness to
the body went down.

During the experiment, van
Tulleken was almost constantly
hungry, and he found himself
eating in a trance-like state,
as if addicted to the food.

. counterparts.

:  Of such ultra-processed food,

: “most of the calories come from

: food products containing novel,

: synthetic molecules, never found
: in nature”, writes van Tulleken.

:  In the book, the author points

. at the trillion-dollar food industry
: which is driving the global

: obesity epidemic. It describes

. how the four-week experiment

i is taking place across the globe,

: for periods far longer than a

: month, resulting in accelerated

: weight and fat gain.

:  The problem is especially

: acute in poorer countries, where
. populations rely on cheap and

: processed food to ward off

contrast to

¢ hunger.

: in more profits.

. corporations.

:  This was confirmed by his

¢ brain scans, which showed that
: the reward centres of the brain
i were all lighting up when he

. thought about eating, and his

: neural pathways
. the brains of people with alcohol
i or nicotine addiction.

looked like

PROFIT MOTIVE BEHIND
: PROCESSED FOOD

i been over-processed, or

i ultra-processed — are saltier,

i sweeter and softer than their

: natural, and more wholesome,

There are two reasons

¢ mega corporations highly

. engineer the food they produce.
:  The first is to lower the cost

: and maximise profitability.

i Additives such as emulsifiers

: and modified starches found in
. ultra-processed food reduce

: the cost of production, resulting

:  The second reason is to

. maximise the taste of the food
: to induce people to eat more

. of it, ultimately leading to

: greater profitability for large

¢ 50 how does ultra-processed

: food infiltrate the home? The

. book points to it happening from
i the time our kids are newborns.

. Infant formula is an

: ultra-processed food with

: chemicals added into the final

: product. Free samples of infant
. formula given out in labour and
. delivery wards provide large

. corporations a beachhead

i into the home.

. As the child grows older,

. corporations build on their

. beachhead by advertising during

PLAYEUM'S OPEN MINDS,
OPEN DOORS

Kids with diverse learning needs,
aged nine and below, can look
forward to a series of free play
sessions. Their neurotypical
siblings and parents are invited to
join in too.

These will be held on selected
Saturdays between July 27 and Nov
30 at Caregivers Pod at Enabling
Village in Redhill and b_together
family club space in Dempsey.

Parents will learn how to support
their children’s learning through
play activities under non-profit
Playeum’s Open Minds, Open
Doors programme.

It is held in partnership with Arts
of the Earth Learning Hub founder
Esther Joosa and funded by the
President’s Challenge.

Dr Joosa will also lead online
workshops for parents.

Open Minds, Open Doors began
in 2019 and has had several itera-
tions. Register at str.sg/pvHM

SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS
TURNS 25

Animated series  SpongeBob
SquarePants is celebrating its 25th
anniversary.

Launched on Nickelodeon on
July 17 in 1999, the titular character
and his undersea friends, such as
Patrick Star, have become some of
the world’s most recognised car-
toon stars.

The series has been translated
into more than 30 languages.

Families with kids who have diverse learning needs can join play sessions under Playeum’s
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Open Minds, Open Doors programme. PHOTOS: PLAYEUM

“SpongeBob SquarePants com-
bines creator Stephen Hillenburg’s
love of the ocean with his passion
for animation and love of quirky
character comedy,” American actor
Tom Kenny, who voices Sponge-
Bob, said in a press statement.

“From its first splash, SpongeBob
has resonated with people of all
ages, and I'm truly grateful to cele-
brate 25 years of positivity, opti-
mism and nautical nonsense.”

To mark the series’ silver jubilee,
Nickelodeon will roll out anniver-

sary specials
throughout
the year. It will
also  release
new episodes
from July 22 to
i Aug 2 on
weekdays at
5.30pm.
Look out for
featuring favourite

shorts -
moments from the series and
behind-the-scenes clips - on
Facebook, Instagram and Douyin.

PHOTO:
2024 VIACOM

smart parenting | life

: prime-time cartoons. The

. attractive packaging of

: the food in supermarkets serves
: to further entice the child.

[t is interesting to note that

i ultra-processed food companies

: have also retooled for the age

i of gaming and social media.

: They have moved into advertising
. games, or advergames, to

: engage kids.

In research reviewed in the
book, “after playing advergames
promoting ultra-processed food,
children consumed more
nutrient-poor snack foods and
fewer fruit and vegetables”™.

BREAKING THE HABIT

As a family, we have been
sensitised to processed food
for a while now. When we
returned from the United States
about 10 years ago, our kids had
grown accustomed to having large
amounts of ultra-processed food
in their diets because of their
school lunches there.

These were some of the things
we did to wean our kids off it
upon returning to Singapore.

1. Read the label

The best foods are those
without labels, such as fruit
and vegetables.

We would stock our home with
these and point to the refrigerator
during snack time instead of
tearing open a package.

Before we bought packaged
food, we read the labels,
scrutinising information like

country of origin and ingredients
on the labels.

We avoided food from countries
with lax food regulation,
especially when it came to
chemicals and coatings on the
food. If the ingredient list
contained numerous additives,
emulsifiers, or synthetic
ingredients like artificial
flavourings, we tended to avoid it.

A simple rule of thumb was
that if we could not pronounce
an ingredient on the label,
we skipped it.

2. Make your own food
In recent years, we have started
to avoid breakfast cereals.

They are ultra-processed and
typically high in sugar content
and loaded with chemicals and

i additives. We have started to
: make our own cereal instead,

i which has been a game changer
: when it comes to taste and

. our ability to customise it
: however we want.

Rather than relying on

: store-bought bread, which is

. also full of chemicals and

. additives, my wife has been

: making what we consume in

i our household. 1 am proud to say

: that we have not had to buy a loaf

. of bread in three years.

When it comes to food,

i everyone in the family gets
i in on the act, either in the
i preparation of the food or

¢ in washing up after.

We believe that cooking is

: far too important an activity

: for one member of the household
: to shoulder alone. And the act

. of preparing the food gives us

: a deeper connection with what

| we eat.

I am glad that both my sons

i can cook because I see it as an
: essential life skill for them to

. lower their consumption of

. ultra-processed food.

: 3. Eat together

: In the words of Michael Pollan,

¢ the author of The Omnivore’s

: Dilemma (2006): “Food marketers
: would rather have us eat lots of

: stuff by ourselves in isolation

: than eating together. They love

: getting us to eat in front of

¢ the television set, on our own,

i on the run, and in the car”.

The family table is a means

: for us to keep one another
¢ accountable for what we eat.

Eating is not just the

: consumption of calories, but

i it is also a ritual that we observe
: to celebrate our time together

i as family.

At our dining table, we are

: socialising our kids on what and
: how they
. themselves and their own families
: healthy in the future.

should eat to keep

In many ways, our family

i dinners are how we take a stand
: against ultra-processed food.

i stlife@sph.com.sg

: ® Abel Ang is the chief executive of
i a medical technology company and
i an adjunct professor at Nanyang

: Business School.
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Once a niche that independent
booksellers ignored, romance
Is now the hottest thing in

the book world and romance
bookstores are seeing a boom
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NEW YORK - Last summer, when
Ms Mae Tingstrom had the idea to
open a romance bookstore in
Ventura, California, the first thing
she did was search online to see
whether there was already one in
her region.

She found The Ripped Bodice - a
bookstore in Culver City that was
doing so well that it was expanding
to a second location in the New
York City borough of Brooklyn.

“That was intimidating,” she
said.

If its success was daunting, it also
suggested that there might be
room for another romance store.

Bodice (above), a romance bookstore
in Brooklyn. Such bookstores are
largely owned and operated by
women. And women make up the
majority of the readers who have
sent romance sales soaring - from
18 million print copies sold in 2020
to more than 39 million in 2023.

So in February, she opened Smit-
ten on a busy strip of Main Street,
about 100km from her competitor.

In the months since, Smitten has
become a vibrant hub for romance
readers, with author signings, tarot
readings, book clubs, as well as
trivia and craft nights.

Customers sometimes approach
her with highly specific requests.
“Someone came in and was like, ‘I
like fantasy, I want it to be queer, [
want it to have representation from
a different culture and I want it to
be as smutty as possible,” Ms Ting-
strom said.

And they come in often. “I have

regulars who come a couple of
times a week,” she said. “I'm like,
‘Didn’t you just buy two books the
other day?™

Once a niche that independent
booksellers largely ignored, ro-
mance is now the hottest thing in
the book world. It is, by far, the
top-selling fiction genre, and its
success is reshaping not only the
publishing industry, but also the
retail landscape.

Over the past two years, the
country went from having two
dedicated romance bookstores —
The Ripped Bodice and Love’s
Sweet Arrow, in Chicago - to a na-
tional network of more than 20.
Among them: Tropes & Trifles in
Minneapolis; Grump & Sunshine
in Belfast, Maine; Beauty and the
Book in Anchorage, Alaska; Love-
bound Library in Salt Lake City;
and Blush Bookstore in Wichita,
Kansas.

More are on the way, including
Kiss & Tale in Collingswood, New
Jersey; The New Romantics in
Orlando, Florida; and Grand
Gesture Books in Portland, Ore-
gon, an online romance store that
is moving into a storefront.

The bookstores are largely
owned and operated by women.
And women make up the majority
of the readers who have sent
romance sales soaring - from
18 million print copies sold in 2020

to more than 39 million in 2023,
according to Circana BookScan,
which does point-of-sale tracking
for the publishing market.

“There’s been a cultural shift
around the way that we think and
talk about media that has been
primarily written by, and directed
towards, women,” said Ms Becca
Title, a former immigration de-
fence lawyer and the owner of
Meet Cute, a romance bookstore in
San Diego.

“More people are realising not
only that romance sells and that it
has commercial value, but it also
has artistic value and entertain-
ment value.”

Romance writers such as Sarah |.
Maas, Emily Henry, Colleen
Hoover and Rebecca Yarros
dominate the bestseller lists: Six of
the top 10 best-selling fiction au-
thors in the United States so far
this year are romance writers.

Publishers are expanding their
romance lists, wooing self-publish-
ed romance authors with large
advances and adding new im-
prints.

The shift is huge from the days
when romance was looked down
upon as frothy and unserious
“chick-lit” or as smut.

Even just a few years ago, many
independent bookstores carried
only a small selection of romance
novels, often relegated to a shelf in

... mixed with a large dose of fantasy

NEW YORK - Dragons, faeries
and happily-ever-after love
stories are having a moment.

Sales of romantasy novels — a
genre that blends fantasy’s epic
quests and mystical characters
with  romance’s swooning
gestures and spicy sex scenes —
are projected to jump to US$610
million (S$817.8 million) this
year, after hitting a record
US$454 million in 2023, accord-
ing to industry analyst Circana.

The number of books sold
reached Il million in the first five
months of 2024, almost double
the same period in 2023. And
while Circana anticipates the
books hitting a saturation point
in 2025, their empowered fe-
male protagonists and cult fol-
lowings make them likely to find
permanent shelf space in stores.

The demand has been an-
chored by American author Sarah
J. Maas, a romantasy heavyweight
published by Bloomsbury Pub-
lishing, whose A Court Of Thorns
And Roses series — known to fans
as Acotar — often serves as an
entry point for readers who are
new to the genre.

The series follows a human
huntress who is made to livein a
faerie realm, only for her alle-
giances to be torn between two
mythical kingdoms, and her
heart between two faerie lords.

Fourth Wing, the first book in
the newer Empyrean series by
Entangled Publishing author
Rebecca Yarros, about a scrappy

cadet at an academy for dragon
riders, is also fuelling growth, with
another instalment in January.

But the Twilight boom of the
2000s — and the subsequent all-
vampire-everything fatigue that
followed — this is not.

Now, voracious readers of the
genre can veer off into any number
of subcategories. There are roman-
tasy books about faeries and elves,

humans and monsters, some set in
far-off lands and others that infuse
urban settings with magic.

Romantasy’s success was a slow
burn, then a head-over-heels free
fall. Authors have blended and
bent the two root genres for
decades, says English professor
Jayashree Kamble at LaGuardia
Community College at the City
University of New York.

Bloomsbury published the first
Acotar book in May 2015. Word of
mouth from fans and, later, the ex-
plosion of the corner of TikTok
known as BookTok helped propel
the series’ success.

There are some 364,000 TikTok
posts that sport the romantasy
hashtag, and more than 1.4 million
on Acotar alone.

Demand for Maas’ Bloomsbury
titles —16 books so far — drove reve-
nue growth in the company’s con-
sumer division for the fiscal year
that ended in February, “cement-
ing her position as a publishing
phenomenon”, said the publisher,

It is not the first time a fantasy
series has taken off for Blooms-
bury. The company still cites its

Harry Potter series, first published
in 1997, as a major driver of reve-
nue.

Romantasy readers range from
teenagers, who hear about the
books from their friends and social
media feeds, to 30- and 40some-
thing women looking for a sweep-
ing escape from their everyday
lives. These are the people who
grew up with fantasy books and
movies but rarely felt represented.

The most popular books, such as
The Lord Of The Rings and Game
Of Thrones series, may feature a
female character or two, but they
support or are tangential to the
male heroes. And while romance
can play a part in such books, it is
rarely the primary quest.

In romantasy, the hunt for true
love is the story.

On the publishing front, compa-

smaller houses,

A display (top)
at Smitten,

a romance
bookstore
opened by

Ms Mae
Tingstrom
(above), in
Ventura,
California.
Besides offering
reads for
romance lovers,
the store has
featured author
signings, tarot
readings, book
clubs as well as
trivia and

craft nights.
PHOTOS: NYTIMES

nies are working to become more
nimble, by starting imprints, or

dedicated to

romance and romantasy.

Entangled Publishing, already
a romance-centric publisher,
started Red Tower Books in
2022, with a global distribution
by Macmillan Publishers.
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Author Sarah J.
Maas (top) is a
romantasy
heavyweight,
whose A Court
Of Thorns And
Roses (above)
series often
Serves as an
entry point for
readers who are
new to the genre.
PHOTO: ST FILE

Tor Publishing Group intro-
duced Bramble, a romance im-
print, in February 2023.

Editorial director Monique
Patterson says Bramble hit
profitability with its first list of
titles, which included romantasy
authors Jennifer L. Armentrout
and Carissa Broadbent.

The imprint and other publish-
ers are also tapping previously
self-published authors with
existing backlists and followings
on social media, and a willing-
ness to play into and often sub-
vert existing formulas.

That includes keeping space
open for romance novels that
feature a hopefully-ever-atter
rather than a happily-ever-after,
which has historically been con-
sidered the benchmark for what
qualifies as a romance novel.

Patterson has not found that
manuscript yet, but she is keep-
ing an open mind.

“If somebody asked me, “‘What
do you think the timeline is for
romantasy?’ | have no idea,” she
says. “I think it can continue to
evolve for as long as there are
really wonderful new stories
coming in.” BLOOMBERG

the back of the store,

Many of these stores have a flirty,
flamboyantly feminine aesthetic:
heavy on pink, accented with heart
and floral motifs, decked out with
signs and merchandise that play on
familiar romance tropes — enemies
to lovers, forced proximity, forbid-
den love, secret identity.

They carry every conceivable
romance subgenre: historical,
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,
queer, young adult, supernatural
and romantasy, and sports-
themed. Many also stock self-
published novels, which main-
stream booksellers typically do not
carry.

Ms Melissa Saavedra, owner of
Steamy Lit, a romance bookstore in
Deerfield Beach, Florida, dis-
covered romance a little over a
decade ago, when she was serving
in the US Navy as a petty officer.

Her gateway was E.L. James’
erotica series Fifty Shades Of Grey
(201 to 2012), which she read on
her tablet when she was in her
bunk on the USS America, an
amphibious assault ship.

After leaving the navy in 2017,
she worked as a travel agent for
sports teams. When work was slow
during the pandemic, she came up
with the idea for The Steam Box, a
quarterly subscription box of
romance novels paired with sex
toys. It quickly took off.

The Steam Box was also a way to
erode the lingering stigma sur-
rounding erotic romance and
women'’s sexual pleasure.

Ms Saavedra, who was born in
Lima, Peru, and moved to South
Florida when she was 10, also
made it her mission to promote
romance authors from diverse
backgrounds.

She decided to open a bookstore
when she realised that her com-
munity in Deerfield Beach was a
romance book desert, particularly
when it came to diverse romance.

At Steamy Lit’s opening weekend
in February, 500 people showed up
and the store sold 900 books.

Since then, the store has had
book signings with more than 30
writers, including Kennedy Ryan,
Ali Hazelwood and Abby Jimenez,
who held an event there in May
that featured baby goats in pyja-
mas, in an adorable allusion to a
baby goat scene from her novel
Part Of Your World (2022).

On a sunny Sunday afternoon
this past spring, Steamy Lit was full
of readers browsing, sipping
prosecco and getting books signed
by A.H. Cunningham, a romance
writer promoting her new novel,
Out Of Office.

Ms Rosen Fulmore, a frequent
shopper at Steamy Lit, carried a
stack of several worn novels for
Cunningham to sign.

“I hope you don’t mind the water
damage,” she said to Cunningham.

“I love that they're well loved,
Cunningham replied.

Ms Fulmore heard about the
store when Ryan, one of her favou-
rite authors, posted on social
media that she would be having an
event there, and she has since
become a regular customer.

“It’s got all the hot stuff you can
imagine in a one-stop shop,” she
said. NYTIMES
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Charade on Parade

offers a lesson or tw

Clement Yong
Correspondent

THEATRE

NATIONAL DAY CHARADE

Wild Rice

Ngee Ann Kongsi Theatre, Funan
July 13

In a few months that have been
both dispiriting and heartening
with regard to public art — from Chi-
natown’s smoking samsui woman
mural to Singapore Art Museum’s
banners in Tanjong Pagar — is it any
wonder that one of the most earnest
things one can say to Singapore
right now is: “Stop complaining,
lah™?

That is the vocal response from an
audience member in this quietly ex-
pansive, mosaic re-examination of
the way Singapore’s annual National
Day Parade (NDP) is put together by
playwright Thomas Lim, which es-
chews more conventional narrative
structure to make space for diversi-
ty and spontaneity through interac-
tive elements.

It should not work, the way actors
Shane Mardjuki, Andrew Marko,
Krish Natarajan, Nurulhuda Hassan
and Deonn Yang play generic bit
parts in various skits and snippets.

But somehow, there is more
leeway when it comes to a jaunt so
explicitly about Singapore, the sub-
ject matter almost guaranteeing
emotional resonance. More senten-
tious moments are forgiven, and the
re-treading of familiar criticisms
tolerated.

All of which culminate in a genu-
inely moving National Day song
medley broken up with short
monologues too messy and real to
streamline, allowing some intuitive
free association and given fruitful
bathos in their juxtaposition with
familiar tunes such as Home and
Reach Out For The Skies.

The play starts at the Padang, Ma-
lay for field, a patch of grass literally
sited on stage. Yang, Nurulhuda,
Natarajan and Mardjuki are the four
emcees that fit the implicit but by
now trite CMIO (Chinese, Malay, In-
dian, Others) official portrait of Sin-
gapore. (Nurulhuda, a woman,
checks the “gender diversity” box
too.)

They take audience members
through the various elements of the
parade, from its planning by a mil-
itary executive committee and the
contingent march-past to a Presi-
dential inspection and fireworks.

Interleaved among these is a
Ferris Bueller’s day off for Singa-
pore personified, with each actor
taking turns to don the mascot
costume for the little red dot.

Singapore — preferred pronoun
“we” — is given the full gamut of
critical education — introduced to
“subversive” films, made to swipe
on a dating app for its diplomatic
partners and forced to reckon with
its daddy issues, which continue to
have a hold over the national
psyche.

There is arguably not much
insight here, though watching the
intentionally provocative content in
a theatre is always entertaining. The
talent of the ensemble, after a bit of
an awkward beginning, carries the
script’s unusual rhythm. Stage
lights are sometimes cut a fraction
of a second early.

But there are choice observations,
including how National Day songs
have evolved from exhortatory ones
to more introspective lyrics that
emphasise belonging; one should

not have to prove one’s Singapo-
rean-ness through mighty actions.
There is as well the storied signi-
ficance of the Padang as a site for
both official razzmatazz and resis-
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tance. The actors note how cement
is ironically poured over the field of
the Padang for the parade which,
read symbolically, whitewashes the
vibrant history of the area that
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National Day Charade, a look at
how the National Day Parade
comes together, makes space
for diversity and spontaneity
through interactive elements

might be Singapore’s next bid for a
World Heritage Site.

Like the more memorable mo-
ments of the official NDP, perhaps
the most powerful instance turns

NATIONAL DAY CHARADE

WHERE The Ngee Ann

Kongsi Theatre, Funan,

107 North Bridge Road

WHEN July 11 to 27, Tuesdays
to Fridays, 7.30pm; Saturdays,
2.30 and 7.30pm; Sundays,
2.30pm

ADMISSION From $30

INFO strsg/h7sz

out to be an unscripted one.

Two videos that were meant to be
screened during the play had not
been granted approval in time by
the Infocomm Media Development
Authority. Wild Rice chose to make
this censorship explicit, leaving a
gap during the performance for
audience members to scan QR
codes linking to the videos. People,
of course, played these out loud.

In this alternative, fragmented
NDP that Lim has devised, the
name-dropping of local debates
and memes is a reminder of the
common mental cartography
Singaporeans share.

Although it has been given the
Advisory 16 rating, its content,
down to a final spectacle, may well
be as much of a rite of passage for
any Primary 5 pupil as the one that
has caused traffic detours and is be-
ing rehearsed just down the street.

After all, both sets of audiences
decked out in red and white milled
about in Funan mall after the show,
united by a common love: supper.

clementy@sph.com.sg

AIr tells the Orang Seletar’s stories with warmth and

Shawn Hoo

THEATRE

AIR

Drama Box

Singtel Waterfront Theatre
at Esplanade

July 12

Drama Box’s Air — first staged as an
intimate affair at the Malay Heri-
tage Centre as part of Tanah.Air in
2019 - has received an upgrade.

The story of the displaced
indigenous Orang Seletar now plays
on a bigger stage at the Singtel
Waterfront Theatre - which,
ironically, sits on reclaimed land
and faces a towering skyline.

These are the very forces that
threaten the way of life of the Orang
Seletar — indigenous sea nomads
who lived in Singapore, but left and
resettled on the southern coast of
Johor and continue to face the
threat of displacement from their
homes.

Foreign developers who are turn-
ing the waterfront into a resort and
the ongoing sound of reclamation
that punctuates the play all feature
in this story based on the creative
team’s trips to Johor and interviews
with the Orang Seletar.

The action takes place in set de-
signer Mohd Fared Jainal's milky
white, abstract set that resembles a

large boat. It evokes the pau kajang
— a wooden boat that can house a
family — and suggests that the
Orang Seletar’s way of life is intri-
cately bound with the water and its
rhythms.

Audiences sit on both sides of this
enormous boat of a stage.

Although not as intimate as the
small auditorium in the Malay Heri-
tage Centre, the set still creates a
sense of cosiness as actors Dalifah
Shahril, Rizman Putra, Saiful Amri
and Suhaili Safari relate the stories
of the Orang Seletar.

The play’s self-reflexivity is also
heightened. The show opens with

the four actors rehearsing their
parts, and foregrounds the Singa-
porean researchers’ journey into
Johor villages Kampung Sungai
Temon and Kampung Pasir Putih.

The script borrows from hours of
interviews with the Orang Seletar,
which playwright Zulfadli Rashid
sieved through to create a compell-
Ing narrative.

Co-directors Kok Heng Leun and
Adib Kosnan’s choice to tell the
stories of the Orang Seletar in a self-
reflexive way is to be applauded,
although one wonders if some seg-
ments appear too heavy-handed.

The awareness might have been

Set designer
Mohd Fared
Jainal’s milky
white, abstract
set evokes the
pau kajang, a
wooden boat
that can house
a family of
Orang Seletar.
PHOTO: CRISPIAN
CHAN

played more subtly, weaved into the
fabric of the show, rather than fore-
grounded early on in the play
through the device of having the
actors rehearsing on stage from the
start.

Another small distraction is the
depiction of surtitles.

These are projected onto the
“hull” of the boat set — on the right
and left side — with some creative
licence in lingering lines and
irregular line breaks. For those not
familiar with the Malay language,
these can be more distracting than
helpful — taking attention away
from the otherwise sincere scenes

Awareness

playing out on stage.

When the scenes work, they are
moving.

One standout scene depicts a de-
veloper building a road through a
cemetery as the villagers look on
helplessly. Rizman jumps on the
set, creating the pounding sound of
a bulldozer. The sound design with
echoes of the waters and man-
groves that seem to emanate from
different parts of the theatre is in
resplendent harmony with the
visuals on stage.

Mostly composed of impression-
istic vignettes, the scenes might
appear esoteric to an audience
unfamiliar with the Orang Seletar’s
history and struggles.

The drama unfolds in medias res
—in the middle of the plot — without
an introduction into the story. It
does not attempt to help the au-
dience connect to the story, which
may not be a bad thing since Air is
suspicious of imposing an easy way
of identifying with the narrative.

That the opening night’s
audience was joined by two Orang
Seletar villagers, who also took part
in a post-show dialogue, made the
evening even more moving.

With some moments of warmth
and others of heightened self-
reflexivity, Drama Box’s Air opens
up questions of Singapore’s forgot-
ten histories and waterways that
connect people to the region.

Four pianists, two pianos and 10 works
make an ambitious performance

Mervin Beng

CONCERT

PIANO EXTRAVAGANZA 2024
Lin Xiangning, Jonathan Shin,
Geoffrey Lim and Natalie Ng
School of the Arts Concert Hall

July 13

Series founder Chang Tou Liang’s
description of this concert as a
“piano recital” is a gross understate-
ment. Four vyoung pianists, two
pianos and a programme of 10 works
is huge. But often, less is more.

The pianists invited to this edition
of Piano Extravaganza spanned the
samut, with three conservatory
post-graduates Natalie Ng, Jonathan
Shin and Lin Xiangning joined by
Geoffrey Lim, a graduate in English
who also holds an MBA.

Ng’s delicate touch and care in
voicing the lines using just one hand
did justice to Frederic Meinders’
transcriptions for the left hand of
Franz Schubert’s Ave Maria and
Litanei Auf Das Fest Allerseelen (a
Singapore premiere), but the pieces
were odd picks to kick off an extra-
vaganza.

Lim joined Ng, taking the upper
half of the keyboard in what felt like
the real opening work, the Fantasie
In F Minor for four hands, also by
Schubert.

One of the mainstays of the four-
hand repertoire, the four sections
encompassed love, joy, strife, anger
and more. The duo played with
maturity and insight, though the
pathos of the late Schubert was
lacking.

Lims performance of Frederic
Chopin’s Ballade No. 4 was played in

a similar vein — thoughtful and
without excess, but lacking depth.
His take on Claude Debussy’s Lsle
Joyeuse in the second half could
have done with the light touch he
showed in the Fantasie.

Shin offered three very different
ballades — his own Three City
Ballads. The world premiere of
these works was without doubt the
highlight of the night.

Shin’s compositions are always
original and refreshing. His effort-
less playing helped, of course, but
the contrasting ballads — with hints
of Chick Corea, Maurice Ravel and
Dave Grusin — were pieces that
clearly belonged in the canon of
Singapore piano compositions.

After a first half that lasted over an
hour, Lin opened the second half
with the Variations Serieuses, which
Felix Mendelssohn composed in

support of a fund-raiser for a memo-
rial to Ludwig van Beethoven in
Bonn, Germany.

Mendelssohn wrote a set of “seri-
ous variations”, in contrast to “Varia-
tions Brillante” — virtuosic show-
pieces with less musical depth —
that were fashionable at the time.

Lin did not seem to fully agree,
though. In the most overt show of
pianistic prowess of the evening,
she breezed through the faster vari-
ations with brilliant, but sometimes
excessive percussiveness.

The concert ended with a set of

The four
pianists
performing
Bertram Wee's
arrangement

of Kelly Tang's
Symphonic Suite
On A Set Of
Local Tunes on
two pianos as
part of Piano
Extravaganza
2024. PHOTO:
CHANG TOU LIANG

works on two pianos. Shin joined
Lin for another premiere (a trade-
mark of the series founder’s pen-
chant for obscure piano works)
— Igor Stravinsky’s Concerto For
Two Pianos. Scored for just two
pianos without orchestra, Stravin-
sky wrote it to perform with his son
and often referred to the element of
competitiveness between the solo-
ists, which he had written into the
SCore.

This was followed by the seem-
ingly obligatory programming of
Astor Piazzolla - Soledad and

Libertango — by Ng and Lim. Finally,
all four played Bertram Wee's arran-
gement of Kelly Tang’s Symphonic
Suite On A Set Of Local Tunes.

The pitfalls of packing in over two
hours of music, especially works
that needed time for the pianists to
prepare in varied ensembles,
showed.

The Stravinsky is very challeng-
ing, even for father and son. Lin and
Shin would have done well with
months of preparation for it.

While their take on Schubert’s
Fantasie was well burnished, Ng
and Lim’s Piazzollas were less so.
Finally, an eight-hand piano arran-
gement of a symphonic suite might
seem audacious and adventurous,
but the question is how such a piece
can get the rehearsal resources —
time, space and pianos — that does
justice to the work.

There was abundant talent and
wonderful music on show, and just
Schubert’s Fantasie, Shin's Three
City Ballads and Mendelssohn’s Var-
iations Serieuses alone would have
been fine. A well-curated three-
course dinner often satisfies more
than a 10-course buffet.
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] Lin pondered leaving show business
due to negative comments online

On an episode
of Chinese talk
show Conghe
Shuoqgi, which
aired on July 1,
Singaporean
singer JJ Lin
admitted that
he once
considered
quitting show
business,

but chose to
stay on
eventually.
PHOTO: CONGHE
SHUOQI/WEIBD

¥

Lim Ruey Yan

Home-grown singer || Lin admit-
ted that he once considered
quitting show business due to fre-
quent online attacks.

Lin, who made his debut in 2003
with his debut album, Music
Voyager, disclosed this on a recent
episode of the Chinese talk show
Conghe Shuogi. Lin was inter-
viewed by host He Runfeng on the
episode, which aired on July 1L

The 43-year-old said he took to
heart the opinions of his fans, call-
ing them part of his “music family”
who have grown up with him.

Lin, who released his latest
album Happily, Painfully After in
2023, said it is increasingly diffi-

cult to distinguish whether inter-
net comments are sincere suggest-
ions from his fans or malicious
attacks from netizens.

“I mind what my family thinks of
me when news gets distorted or
when I am slandered for no appar-
ent reason,” he said.

“When I treat my fans as if they
are my own family, I will definitely
mind what they think because they
may not know the real me.”

Lin said he was not blaming
anyone for misleading his fans, but
he was affected by the negativity.

“For a while, 1 seriously consi-
dered shutting down all my social
media accounts,” he said.

At an emotional low, he asked
himself several questions: “Should
| continue singing? Should 1

continue to be an artiste? Should I
release another album? Should 1
hold another concert?”

The singer, who is on his []20
World Tour in China, said he even-
tually chose to stay in the industry.

“It was a simple choice: Do 1 want
to continue doing it? If  want to do
so, then I have to face it and bear
with it.”

Lin was also asked if he is con-
cerned that his creativity will dry
up.

He said: “I don't think about it.
People may say I have no more
inspiration or that there is no
improvement in my work. How-
ever, it is dangerous if I believe
what they say and doubt myself”

rueyyan@sph.com.sg

Obituaries

BigO co-founder Michael Cheah

a Singapore pop culture champion

Eddino Abdul Hadi

Music Correspondent

Michael Cheah, co-founder of
Singapore magazine BigO and
champion of home-grown music
and pop culture, has died of heart
complications at Singapore General
Hospital on July 12. He was 68.

According to BigO co-founder
Stephen Tan, Cheah had been ill for
three weeks before his death.

He leaves behind his wife, who is
68 and retired, and their daughter,
30.

BigO, which stands for Before |
Get Old, ran as a print magazine
from 1985 to 2002. It continued as a
website until it closed down in
2023. Hailed as “Singapore’s only
independent rock 'n’ roll magazine”,
it regularly carried news and
features on home-grown music and
pop culture, and featured acts such
as indie music pioneers The Odd-
fellows and film-maker Eric Khoo
on its covers.

Micheal Cheah co-founded music
and pop culture magazine Big0,
which ran as a magazine from 1985
to 2002 and continued as a website
until it closed down in 2023. PHOTO:
COURTESY OF THE CHEAH FAMILY

BigO was started by journalists
from the now-defunct newspaper
Singapore  Monitor, including
Cheah’s brother Philip, and Tan.
Michael was the publisher, while
Philip and Tan were its co-editors.

The magazine’s founders also ran
a record label, organised concerts
and published books under the
same name, BigO.

The record label released home-
grown music on cassettes and later
CDs. Some of its more prominent re-
leases include the New School Rock
compilation CDs in the early 1990s
that featured bands such as hard-
core veterans Stompin’ Ground and
indie rock group The Padres.

BigO held concerts such as the
New School Rock — The Gig show at
the now-closed arts centre The
Substation in 1991

Its books included Skew Me, You
Rebel Meh? Thoughts Of A
Disavowed Rebel In Singapore,
written by the late singer, musician,
DJ and music and pop culture critic
Chris Ho.

The frontman of indie rock band
The Oddfellows, Patrick Chng, tells
The Straits Times that Cheah “was
always a joy to hang out with” and
that he will miss him.

The 56-year-old says: “Michael
was a pop culture enthusiast with a
sharp mind. He was the business-
man behind BigO, but he also
helped artists connect with labels in
the early days of the magazine.”

Musician, sound designer and
actor Joe Ng, who fronted bands
such as The Padres and starred in
Khoo's 1995 horror film Mee Pok
Man, says Cheah played a pivotal
role in Singapore’s pop culture land-
scape.

The 57-year-old adds: “He was a
giant of a man who worked fear-
lessly behind the scenes and facili-
tated a cause greater than we can
imagine. The sum of it all still
reverberates today.”

Cheah’s wake is at St Joseph’s
Church in Victoria Street and his
funeral service will be held there on
July 15, 4pm.

Fitness guru
Richard

Simmons
inspired

people to
work out

LOS ANGELES - American fitness
instructor Richard Simmons, who
for years was the face of home
fitness through his wildly popular
videos and energetic personality,
died in Los Angeles on July 13. He
was 76.

A representative for Simmons, Mr
Tom Estey, confirmed his death.

The Los Angeles Fire Department
and Los Angeles Police Department
responded to an address linked to
Simmons on July 13 at 10am.

A spokesperson for the fire de-
partment said that personnel at the
scene determined he had died of
natural causes.

At his Beverly Hills exercise
studio, Slimmons, and in his videos
and DVDs, Simmons exuded an
enthusiastic can-do spirit to inspire
people of all ages and fitness levels
to get moving.

He stretched and jumped in con-
trast to other fitness gurus of the

1980s, such as actor and former pro-

fessional  bodybuilder Arnold
Schwarzenegger, who exuded mo-
vie-star looks and charm.

Simmons’ approach was perhaps
more noticeable, and relatable, than
that of his counterparts, as he spoke
directly to audiences in his aerobics
videos.

One video features him clapping
and singing in unison with stu-
dents, as they entered his studio.
“Youre actually inside my real
exercise studio, Slimmons, and
these are my honest-to-goodness
teachers” he said, looking to the
group around him.

Simmons, whose given name was
Milton Teagle Simmons, was born in
New Orleans on July 12, 1948.

His parents were performers. His
mother, Shirley, was a travelling
dancer. His father, Leonard, once
performed in a vaudeville act and
was a master of ceremony for big

Richard Simmons
teaches a class
at his gym in
Beverly Hills

in 2009.

PHOTO: NYTIMES

bands
cago.

Simmons
picked up his
nickname after
his uncle,
Richard, promis-
ed to pay for his
college education if he were to take
his name, Simmons told the Tampa
Bay Times in a 2008 interview.

Simmons began overeating at a
young age and struggled with his
weight for much of his young adult
life. In1968, after he found a note on
his windshield that said, “Fat people
die young; please dont die”"
Simmons lost 50kg in less than
three months, according to a 1981
People magazine article.

In the 1970s, Simmons, who at one
point weighed 120kg, moved to Los
Angeles and opened an exercise
studio, originally called Anatomy
Asylum and later Slimmons, as well
as an adjoining restaurant and salad
bar called Ruffage.

His classes became wildly popu-
lar, attracting ordinary people and
some of the biggest celebrities at the
time, including singer-actresses
Barbra Streisand and Diana Ross.

As his fame grew, Simmons went

in Chi-

on television shows to spread his
message about the importance of
leading a healthy life — a message he
told with exuberance. “I think
there’s a time to be serious and a
time to be silly. Being silly cures de-
pression.”

In 1980, The Richard Simmons
Show began running in national
syndication. With a huge shock of
frizzy hair, Simmons talked to view-
ers at home about the importance of
a healthy lifestyle, taught cooking
lessons and led a workout class with
a live audience.

The show ran for four years and
won four Daytime Emmy Awards.

Simmons continued to appear on
radio, television and in movies. He
maintained a light-hearted persona
on social media and even posted a
thank-you note to fans on July 12, his
76th birthday.

In 2017, Simmons was the subject
of a popular podcast, Missing Ri-
chard Simmons, which became a
cultural phenomenon.

In March, he said he had been
treated for basal cell carcinoma,
which he said appeared as a
“strange-looking bump” under his
eve.

yThE morning that he died, Sim-
mons’ official social media accounts
posted a meme that left some con-
fused and has been used by others
as a space to describe their gratitude
for his life. “Hello gorgeous,” it said.
“Please don't rain on my parade.”

Simmons is survived by his
brother, Lenny. NYTIMES

On social media

SINGER
DAVID TAO
CELEBRATES
55TH
BIRTHDAY
ONSTAGE WITH
WIFE AND SON:
Taiwanese
singer David
Tao had several
Surprises
during his
ongoing Soul
Power Il concert
tour in China.
Tao, who
turned 55 on

PHOTOS:
DAVIDZTAO/
INSTAGRAM

July N, held three sold-out shows in Nanjing from July 12

to 4.

"l woke up this morning feeling tired and not in the
mood for my birthday,” he wrote in Chinese on social media
on July L. “Then came the first surprise: When | stepped
into the dining room for lunch, | saw many friends who
came from far away to celebrate my birthday.”

Tao said the second surprise was while he was
rehearsing for his upcoming concerts at the stadium

in Nanjing.

“The musicians stopped performing while we were
rehearsing for the song Love Can... and the big screen
showed a video of the song performed by my colleagues
and tour partners,” Tao wrote. “| was so moved that
| almost shed tears, but everyone's smiles gave me

the energy to be strong.”

According to Taiwanese media, Tao's wife Penny Chiang
and their five-year-old son Bonbon also made a surprise
appearance onstage when they rolled out three birthday
cakes (top) and a gift for him - a microphone (above).

Tao posted photos of both birthday celebrations,
including two photos of Ms Chiang and Bonbon, and

the birthday gift.

The singer wed Ms Chiang, who is 16 years his junior,
in 2014. The family has seldom appeared together
onstage and, in these photos, the eyes of Tao's son

were covered with emoijis.

“It is really meaningful to spend this birthday
with everyone in my home town of Nanjing,” Tao wrote.
"Thank you to my family, friends and team who have
always been by my side, as well as my fans and friends

who have always supported me.”

Taylor Swift eflect may be

LONDON - Bank of England (BOE)
rate-setters may have a new
conundrum as they look for signs
that services inflation has cooled by
enough to open the door to interest
rate cuts: How to deal with the
Taylor Swift effect.

Forecasters warn that the
American singer-songwriter’s 10
British concerts in June may have
delivered a small boost to services
inflation through hotel and ticket
prices after a scramble by fans to see

the pop phenomenon.

Many Swifties — as Swift’s fans are
called — travelled long distances to
see the artiste, who put on shows in
Edinburgh, Liverpool, Cardiff and
London. That gives Britain’s Mone-
tary Policy Committee an extra
consideration as it decides whether
to cut borrowing costs on Aug L

Traders see a 50-50 chance of a
reduction, but the rate-setters have
remained wary about services infla-
tion, which has not eased as quickly

latest dilemma for Bank of England rate-setters

as the central bank expected.
Economists said the BOE may have
to ignore a temporary boost to
prices caused by the singer’s tour
when making its decision.

“I've been quite cautious when it
comes to cultural services inflation
and also restaurants and hotels in-
flation,” said Mr Paul Dales, chief UK
economist at Capital Economics,
who expects services inflation to re-
main stuck at 57 per cent. “T've
popped in a little bit of upside from

what might be some kind of Taylor
Swift effect.”

It is not unprecedented for a per-
former’s tour to feed through into a
country’s national statistics.

In June, statisticians in Sweden
said that the arrival of Swift had
boosted core inflation unexpectedly
for the first time in more than a year
as fans flocked to Stockholm.
American pop star Beyonce’s tour
was blamed for a similar effect in
the country in 2023. BLOOMBERG

Economists

said the Bank

of England

may have to
ignore a
temporary boost
to prices caused
by Taylor Swift's
tour when
making their
decision.

PHOTO: EPA-EFE
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: 12.00 Kung Fu Panda: Legends Of : 6.30 Hello Singapore (CA) : AM : 11.30 Berita (News) ights With Simon Lim
: Awesomeness (PG) (C) 730 A _F'EI'_'fE.‘Ct HEI"I {P‘G} (CC) (D) : 12.03 East Asia Tonight ; AM : MONEY FM 89.3
: 12.30 The Penguins Of Madagascar : 8.00 Dishing With Chris Lee 2 (CC) (V) : 1.00 Who Cares About Polar Bears? : 12.00 Close .
: {PG) (C) : gﬁﬂ{?ﬂFﬁrﬂVErT?ﬂ'_—'fi U{’E} {Cf]:] (D) : ggg ;jingahpure Tonight f ; AH
: 1.00 Yu-Gi-Oh! Duel Monsters (C : 10.00 News lonight (News : 3.00 Insight : ; : |
© 1.30 Power Rangers Dino FUW{{;!E,} () i 10.30 Detective L (PG13) (CC) (D) ! 4,00 Asia Tonight E};ngmﬂ;cmfu"?gt :_“tfcfﬂ;{ﬂs |  6.00 Breakfast With Ryan Huang,
: 2.00 Denver The Last Dinosaur (C) : 11.00 The Ingenious One (PG) (D) © 5.00 When Titans Clash 3: ; et VUSRS el Oy MR LU : Emaad Akhtar & Audrey Siek |
: 2.30 Sky Shakers Series (C) : AM : De-Risking Decoded ; D:Drama; IE: Info-Ed; M: Movies; : 9.00 Your Money With Michelle Martin
: 3.00 On The Red Dot - I'm Singaporean : 12.00 Luoyang (PG) (D) | . P-Pre-school; PG: Parental Guidance; : PM SR
: (CA) : 1.00 Super Taste 48 Hours Burning . VASANTHAM R: Repeat; 5: Schoolkids; : 12.00 On The Show With Jill Lim
: 3.30 Talking Point (CA) : Desire - Japan (PG) (IE) s G e SRS TCOI; Ve VaDery 1.00 The Afternoon Update With
: 4.00 Tanglin (PG) (CC) (D) : 2.00 Holland V (PG} (D) AM | _ Lynlee Foo |
: 4.30 Open Homes 5 (IE) : 4.00 The Way To Happiness (PG) (D) ! 9,00 Thinna Thinna Aasai (CC) (IE) : Telecast details from Mediacorp, : 4.00 The Evening Runway With
5.00 Field T!'ID With Curtis Stone 2 “E} 5.00 The Scarlet Kid {P’G} I_D} 9.30 Siri_ Siri Siri Siri 2 {p{}} {EE} [U} , StarHub and Slng‘tel TV. For pay TV g%ngmr;hJen?g. Roshan Gidwani
: 5.30 American Idol 21 (PG) (V) : : 10.00 Indian Beat 15 (PG) (CC) (IE) : updates, go to www.starhub.com/tv : & Lhua Tian Tian
: 6.30 Deal Or No Deal Australia 12 (PG) : CHANNEL U : 10.30 Siri... Siri Siri Siri 2 (PG) (CC) (V) : or www.singteltv.com.sg.
. (V)/7.00 Wheel Of Fortune 40 (V) | —eeeesseeeessseesssmmessssees s : 11.00 Anjaraipetti 9 (CC) (IE) . For streaming updates, go to . UFM100.3
: 7.30 Lingo USA (PG) (V) : PM : PM : flixpatrol.com/top10/netflix/singapore o b e e e e
: 8.30 Sunny Side Up (PG) (CC) (D) : 3.00 Fixer 3 (CC) (IE) : 12.00 Nee! (PG) (M) ! or www.vil.com/ott/sg. . AM -
: 9.00 News Tonight (News) : 4.00 Renovaid 8 (CC) (IE) i 3.00 Nee Paathi Naan Paathi (CC) (IE) : 6.00 The Play Show With Limei,
: 9.30 Inside Crime Scene 2 (PG) (CC) (IE) : 4.30 City Spotlight (CC) (IE) : 4,00 Yaaradi Nee Mohini (PG) (CC) (M) : Andrew & Chengyao -
: 10.30 The Fear Index (PG13) (CC) (D) ! 5.00 A Place In The Sun (PG) (CC) (D) : 7.00 Samaippoma (CC) (IE) : 10.00 My Music, Your Coffee With Xinying
: 11.30 Spirit Of Sport 9 (Sports) : 6.00 Revenge From The Past [PG) : 8.00 Ming Lee C/0 Manickam (CC) (C) : PM . .
. AM _ . (CC) (D) _ : 8.30 Tamil Seithi (News) : 1.00 Pal-Tea Time With Kemin .
: 12.00 Sunny Side Up (PG) (CC) (D) : 7.00 Miss Monte Cristo (PG) (CC) (D) : 9.00 Veerasingam (PG) (CC) (D) : 400 La La La 4-8 With Wenhong & Jiayi
: 12.30 Hawaii Five-0 10 (PG13) (CC) (D) i 9.00 Stylish Man - The Chef 3 (PG) (V)  : 9.30 Ungalukku Theriyumma (PG) : 8.00 Thank You For Every Goodnight
: 1.30 American Idol 21 (PG) (V) : 10.00 Welcome 2 Life (PG) (CC) (D) : (CC) (IE) With Yuling
: 2.30 Lingo USA (PG) (V) : 11.00 News Tonight (News) : 10.00 Mei (PG) (CC) (D) :
: 3.30 Euromaxx (PG) (Cul) : 11.30 Stylish Man - The Chef 3 (PG) (V)  : 10.30 Vanjam (PG) (CC) (D) : 96.3 HAO FM
: 4.00 Wheel Of Fortune 40 (V) : AM : 1100 Ungalukkaga Paadalgal (V) L aeeeeeeeeseeee e
: 4.30 Deal Or No Deal Australia 12 : 12.30 Miss Monte Cristo (PG) (CC) (D) ¢ 11.30 Tamil Seithi (News) : AM
: (PG) (V) : 2.30 Close : AM : 6.00 Morning Drive Time With
: 5.00 Open Homes 5 (IE) : : 12.00 Close : Jingyun, Deming And Jieqgi
: 5.30 Field Trip With Curtis Stone 2 (IE) : g l&‘nu Lunch Break With Anna
: 1.00 Best Of 80s And 90s
Guillaume’s Paris, : :iﬂdﬂGEver'!ing Drive Time With Liyi
which explores  cEMIGR. aConar) .
the French city’s : 8.00 Night Time With 963
culture and food, ;
is showing on
BBC Lifestyle.
PHOTO: STARHUB
> i STARHUB TV BBC LIFESTYLE (CHANNEL 432) : SINGTELTV AXN (HD) (CHANNEL 304) (D : NETFLIX
I_ : HUB E CITY (CHANNEL 825) : H ........................................................ : CARTOON NETWORK (HD) = ceemermermcmseseesssess s = mpmmnmgg .......................................
e P, ot e Bt et - L (N A : (CHANNEL 226 © AM —
Lol AM : 6.00 Junior Bake Off 5 : {} ............................... : 6.00 NCIS: Hawaii 2 = | 1 Beverly Hills Cop: Axel F
= : 6.00 My Bargain Queen i 6.55 World's Most Luxurious © AM . 6.45 Hudson & Rex B -:1: : 2. Journey 2: The Mysterious Island
: 7.00 Perfect Match 10 : 7.45 Rick Stein's Cornwall 3 : 6.00 Grizzy And The Lemmings : 7.35CSl: Miami 9 Lo ;| 3 SW.AT.Firefight
m : 8.30 The Way To Happiness : 8.15 Donal's Asian Baking Adventure . 7.00 Boy Girl Dog Cat Mouse Cheese : B25SWAT. o 4. Srikanth
q : 9,30 God Of Gamblers - Back To Shanghai : 8.40 Amanda And Alan's Italian Job 2 : 7.35 The Amazing World Of Gumball : 9.15 Lake Placid: Legacy — : 5. A Family Affair
" PM : 9.40 Extraordinary Places To Eat 2 ' 8.00 Mechamato : 11.00 The Rookie 5 w : 6. Daddyku Gangster
U : 12.00 Life Of Centenarians : 10.40 Junior Bake Off 5 8.25 Mini Beat Pawer Rockers : 11.55 Hudson & Rex & i I thtaya Heat
: 12.30 Forensic Heroes 4 : 11.35 World's Most Luxurious : 9,00 Teen Titans Go! : PM : 8. Minions: The Rise Of Gru
1.30 Perfect Match 10 PM 9.35 Lﬂﬂﬁﬂ'}" Tunes Cartoons 1250 SWAT. 9. EEMPHQE
: 3.00 Flowers Bloom In Spring : 12.25 Amanda And Alan's Italian Job 2 ! 10.00 Mr Bean: The Animated Series : 1.40 CSk: Miami 9 : 10. Money No Enough 3
: 5.00 Forensic Heroes 4 : 1.25 Junior Bake Off 5 ' 10.30 We Bare Bears : 2.30 The Rookie 5 :
: 6.00 The Way To Happiness : 2.20 Extraordinary Places To Eat 2 : 11.00 Craig Of The Creek : 3.25 Hudson & Rex 6 : TOP 10 TV SHOWS
: 7.00 Hot Door Night 27 : 3.20 World's Most Luxurious : 11.35 Unikitty : 4,20 Unforgettable 4 : 1. The Double
: 8.00 Divas Hit The Road: Good Friends : 4.10 Amanda And Alan's Italian Job 2 : PM P SI0SWAT : 2. Miss Night And Day
: 10.00 Thank You Doctor : 5.0 Extraordinary Places To Eat 2 ‘' 12.00 Mechamato ! 6.05 NCIS: Los Angeles 14 : 3. The Man With 1000 Kids
: 11.00 Hot Door Night 27 : 6.10 World's Most Luxurious ! 12.30 Clarence : 700 NCIS: Hawai'i 2 : 4. Mashle: Magic And Muscles
: 7.00 Rachel Khoo's Kitchen Natebook: ! 100 Teen Titans Go! : 7.55 The Rookie 5 : 5. The Boyfriend ‘
: BBC EARTH (CHANNEL 407) : Melbourne _ ! 1.35 Lamput : 8.50 Hudson & Rex 6 : 6. Demon Slayer: Kimetsu No Yaiba
] etesemeresssssemesssssesesessnssenesssssnsesesssnaseseseens : 7.30 Guillaume’s Paris : 2.00 Mr Bean: The Animated Series : 9.45 FBI: Most Wanted 5 : 7. Supacell
©AM : 8.30 Amazing Hotels: Life Beyond The i 2.30 Lamput : 10.40 Unforgettable 4 : 8. The Whirlwind
! 6.00 Food Factory 5 ; Loy i 3.00 Grizzy And The Lemmings : 1135 FBI: Most Wanted 5 . 9.Sprint

: 6.30 Whale With Steve Backshall

: 9,30 Your Home, Made Perfect 4

: 4.00 Looney Tunes Cartoons

. 10. Tasuketsu - Fate Of The Majority

: 7.25 Engineering Repurposed : 10.30 qudnn Hamsa;.r‘g Future Food Stars © 439 Lamput E-LE {HD} ICHAHHEL 501)
! 8.20 Food Factory 2 11.30 Guillaume’s Paris : 5.00 Teen Titans Go! T ViU
: 915 Mammals : : 5.35 We Bare Bears . AM
© 10.10 Whale With Steve Backshall : HUB SPORTS 1(CHANNEL 201)  : 6,00 Craig Of The Creek : .00 Turn On The Right Way Of Life e
i 1105 Expedition With Steve Backshall 2  : s-eressrrrmmmmre st : 6.35 Unikitty : 7.00 Burning Flames : 1. The Tale Of Rose
. PM . AM : 7.00 Mechamato : 8.00 Enemies From The Past : 2. Lovely Runner
i 12.05 Great Asian Railway Journeys 6.00 Other Sports: FIA World Rallycross : 7.30 Clarence : 9.30 Come Home Love: Lo And Behold 3. The Legend Of Heroes - Hot Blooded
: 1.05 Food Factory 2 : Championships: Abu Dhabi Desert ! 8.00 Teen Titans Go! : 10.00 Turn On The Right Way Of Life : 4. The Princess Royal
i 2,05 Mammals : Challenge Day 1 Highlights : 8.35 Mr Bean: The Animated Series : 11.00 A Dream Of Splendor : 5. The Player 2: Master Of Swindlers
i 3.05 Whale With Steve Backshall : 6.30 Other Sports: Titan Desert: Skoda : 9.00 Lego Dreamzzz : PM : 6. My Sweet Mobster
: 4.05 Food Factory 2 : Titan Desert Morocco Highlights : 9.25 Chowder : 12.00 The Treasured Voice 5 : 7. The Midnight Romance In Hagwon
: 5.05 Expedition With Steve Backshall 2 7.00 Magazine Show: Arena Esports : 10.00 Steven Universe : 2.00 Street Dance Of China 5 : 8.5uji & Uri
: 6.05 Mammals : 7.30 Other Sports: UCI Cycling: : 11.00 Regular Show : 4.00 The Secret House : 9. Beauty And Mr Romantic
: 7.05 Food Factory 2 : Presidential Cycling Tour Of Turkiye : : 5.30 Burning Flames - 10. Snow White's Revenge
: 8.05 Patrick Aryee's Wild World : 8.30 Golf: The Golf Fix ; : 6.30 Come Home Love: Lo And Behold :
: 9,00 Griff's Canadian Adventure : 9.00 Golf: DP World Tour: Genesis Scottish : : 7.00 A Dream Of Splendor
: 9.55 World's Most Dangerous Roads 4 : Open Day 4 : : 8.00 Burning Flames
: 10.45 Extreme Fishing With : PM : 8.50 The Secret House
: Robson Green 3 : 1.30 Golf: The Golf Fix : 10.10 Love Me, Love My Voice
: 11.35 Rare Survivors - China's lconic : 2.00 Golf: LPGA Tour: The Amundi Evian : 11.00 Be Reborn
: Wildlife : Championships Round 4 :
: - 8.00 Golf: Golf Central
. 9.00 Other Sports: Wanda Diamond
: League Highlights: Monaco
: 10.00 Other Sports: World Matchplay
: Darts: First Round 3
. AM :
: 2.00 Other Sports: World Matchplay Darts: :
¢ First Round 4 :
8 : BABY BLUES GARFIELD
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TClassifieds

Antiques/
Collectibles

V=t
A
=)

CALL 97381868 WANTED Gold

& Silver Coins, Old Motes &
Paintings,Porcelain Furniture

Club

TEE-UP9T7T605080 FION
teeup@singnet.com.sg
SICC 333k TMCC 215k Laguna
160k Sentosa 500k Seletar
68k OCC/Warren 22.5k Keppel
11k Changi 9.5k One 15/Tower/
SGCC/ British/SRC 11k S5C 10k
Polo/ Pines/ Dutch 6k
Cricket 23k American 160k
CSC 8.5k RSYC 7.5k R.Marina
2.5k Palm Resort 3.5k

ACTIVE GOLF 96369950 SICC
$330K TMCC $215K Sentosa
5500k Laguna 5150k Seletar
569k 0OCC, Warren Keppel
SRC American

SINGOLF.COM TEL:97377650
SICC S320K, TMCC S215K, -
SENTOSA 5500K, LAGUNA -
S145K, SELETAR, WARREN,
TMCC CORPORATE $230K

Announcements

E—

Other
Announcements/
Messages |

RESEARCH PARTICIPANTS
WANTED S'poreans & PRs,
aged 16-89 years, pri/sec edu
level are welcomed, able to
read and write English at Pri
& level. Fill in daily life func-
tioning questionnaires Reim-
bursement provided. Sign up:
https://www.form.gov.sg/
61bafe7d083900001513e590
Study conducted by Dr.P.Yap
IMH. Approved by NHG DSRB

<

Electrical FN

ks

POWER FAILURE FREE Check!
Repair Install / Water Heater
All Electric work Lic: 8/14528
LED Light & Fan. 6483 7845

QUALIFIED ELECT Contractor
Experienced Licenced Elec-
trician 96391853 (7/081426)

= &

Interior Design/ J

Renovation 108

TILING WALL/FLOOR PLASTER

pipe,wire painting,toiilet bowl
+basin 5188 20613466 zhong

Home
Furnishings/

Fitings 1]

LUCKY ALUMINIUM WORKS

Factory price window & grille
$180 TL Dr 90698871 Henry

AUTO GATE/ AWNING/ Railing
HDB Gate/ Aluminium Work/
Toilet Door. 94593613 Tan

**REPLACE FORMICA, REPAIR
antique furnitures, cabinets,
lock, varnish. Call 81719388

Pest Control

SYSTEM PEST CONTROL Est
1985 IS0 9001/ 14001/ 45001
Cert Termite| Cockroach| Ant
Rodent| Bedbug| Mosquito
Tel: 6748 8966 / 9670 1366

Plumbing

CHOKAGE/ LEAKAGE/ INSTALL
/ Repair & All Plumbing Swvcs
Rubbish Chute. (ws1509201)
Good$ MeilLing St 6479-7507

Items Wanted |

110
E .-r'..'ﬂ"l?'ﬂ‘

S ANTIQUE ROSEWOOD, Black-
wood furn, hifi speaker, repa-
ir, disposal. Jason 20016482

Web Services M

GET A STUNNING website,
seamless marketing automa-
tion and advanced analytics.
Boost your online presence
today! Contact us for a free
consultation. Tel: 88522675.

Business
Accounting/
Searetarial Services

ACCOUNTING, REGD. ADDRESS
answering fax, telex, tax &
secretarial sves. 65355300

Packing/ Storage/
Delivery/ Removal

$30 UP. BOX Lorry. Hse/ Off-
ice/ piano/ disposal service,
Cheap storage & free boxes
65678426 huphing.com.sg

Mercedes

AUCTION SALE CLOSING 15TH
July'’24. 5JR2900B Mer-
cedes Benz S320L (R19 LED)
(COE Exp Oct'26). Sold on
‘As is where is" cond. T&Cs
Apply. 64532121/WA 86112121

REPO 06/2022 GLB200 AMG
Line Premium 7seater, highe-
st offer 96669049 GB Helios

Volkswagen
For Sale

REPOSSESSED 5/2009 VOLK-
SWAGEN Golf GTI (SNE9T53.J)
Highest offer Call 64650020

Various Makes M

NISSAN NV350 CARAVAN DX
Yr 11'2021 COE 11'2031
TOYOTA HIACE HI ROOF AUTO
14 SEATER
Yr 02'2012 COE 012027
Viewing Add:

20 Bukit Batok Crescent,
Enterprise Centre Lobby A
Rooftop Singapore 658080

AUDI Q5 SPORT 2.0
TFSI QU S TRONIC
Yr 01'2018 COE 012028
Viewing Add: 8 Fourth
Lok Yang Road
Singapore 629705

Viewing Hours:
Monday - Friday, 9am-5pm
Email Only (Strictly before

17/07/2024, Spm):
bidding@mit subishi-hc-
capital.com.sg

Vehicles For Hire a

LIAN AIK: TWIN cabin/ pick-
ups/ vans/ 10-15ft open/ box/
canopy. Long/ Short term.
363 Joo Chiat Rd. 63458080

DAILY/ WEEKLY/ MONTHLY
Van/ 10/ 14ft Lorry for rent.
Special Offer! WCEGA Plaza
#03-18. Call 64695691

DIESEL 10/14FT LORRY / Van
for rent. Daily / monthly rate.
Reasonable price 96235020

Vehides Wanted a

WANTED! ALL MODELS Private
and commercial vehicles.
High price! Immediate cash.
Call 97279905/ 97266789

Car Financing/
Insurance

TAI THONG LEE Offers Low In-
terest : In hse car loan, bank
loan, Insurance, re-financing,
COE loan, etc. Call: 67416868

100% LOAN FOR COE. Special
rate: in house /[ direct bank.
One stop service! 97272658
/ 64695691 Thiam Heng

Scrap Vehicles a

HIGHEST CASH OFFER for all
scrap/ export/ used & com-
mercial vehicle. 9661 8888

Motorcycles/
Scooters

REPOSSESSED YAMAHA XMAX
ABS CVT. FZ3535X. Highest
offer contact 8878 0850

D10

BUKIT TIMAH/
HOLLAND RD/ TANGLIN
HOUSES FOR SALE

HOLLAND PARK 21800 =sqft.
Beautiful rectangular land
for rebuild. Charming house,
easy access. Only $2200psf
yet neg 94567348 Newsman

D11
NEWTON/ NOVENA
HOUSES FOR SALE

—

OPEN HOUSE BY Appointment
Brand new 12 Chee Hoon Ave
15499/ 26000sf. Best layout,
12 carpark, huge gdn. 600m
to Botanic Garden 93839025

D15

KATONG/ JOO CHIAI/
EAST COAST
PTE APTS FOR SALE

V. CHEAP! NEW 3Bed+Study
Unblocked. High fir. Tkm MRT
High gains/ rent. Gd location
Very Convenient. 93699859,

D09

ORCHARD/ CAIRNHILL
HOUSES FOR RENT

41 OXLEY RD. Somerset MRT.
4sty Semi-D Trms, 3400+sf,
Lift, S20K, Immed 88389898

D11

NEWTON/ NOVENA
HOUSES FOR RENT

VANDA BUNGLW 7500/8120SF
o+1+family, big pool & patio.
Near Mrt, amenities. Tranquil
Owner 98635635/97272996
www.wahkhiaw.com.sg

BUY IT.
SELLIT. FIND IT.

CALL NOW

0239-9983

www.sphclass.com.sg

(CENTRAL)
HDB RMS FOR RENT

BLK 11 JLN Bt Merah small rm
attached toilet, AC, can cook,
furn, near ABC. 96349655

FACTORY/ INDUSTRIAL
SPACE FOR RENT

barber/phone shop. Approx.
20K workers. Fully furnish
near many factories. Agt wel-
come. Call owner 91058518

FACTORY/ INDUSTRIAL
SPACE FOR SALE

Factory for Sale
JTC B2 Factory &
Secondary Workers Dormitory
« Near future Enterprise MRT
= Approved 681 workers
« Site BD21.5sm/GFA
9405.055m
« Potential Plot Ratio 2.5
CEW 9724 3662

**MIDVIEW CITY SALE / Lease
Terrace unit 9009sf/ 2938sf
Call 83382283 [ 98433965

OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT

WINSLAND HOUSE

= 1,500 to 7,500 sq fi

* Somerset MRT Station
* Bare / Fitted Difice

= Ample Parking

* Proximity To Amenities

6736 2622 ) wanwsa

OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT

ONE
FINLAYSON
GREEN

* Prime location

* Raffles Place MRT station
entrance

* Regular & efficient layout

*=3251sqft& 6351 sqft

KERISVALE PTE LTD

TEL: 6323-7260/61
Email: leasing@
onefinlaysongreen.com.sqg

SHOP SPACE
FOR SALE

THE BENCOOLEN 9045F Cor-
ner Unit Double Frontage
Valuation $3.7M 9229-0033

RESTAURANT/ LOUNGE
SPACE FOR SALE

WOODLANDS INDUSTRIAL ES-
TATE Canteen, 7500sf, bal-
ance 44yrs. Agt 93888796

WAREHOUSES/ STORAGE
SPACE FOR RENT

JOO SENG 7505F largeloading
bay,cargo lifts.Indoor parking
Owner 98635635/97272996
www.wahkhiaw.com.sg

Your dream car beckowns

IClassifieds

BUY IT = SELLIT = FINDIT
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National
Environment

[NV

- oo N

TENDER NOTICE

July 2024 Tender for Rental of Market Stalls / Cooked Food Stalls at
National Environment Agency (NEA) Market and Hawker Centres

Opening: 15 July 2024 (Monday) @ 10.30am
Closing: 29 July 2024 (Monday) @ 10.30am
(Please refer to the NEA website for any latest updates on the E-Tender)

Term of Tenancy: Three (3) years

Eligibility Criteria:
A Singapore Citizen or Permanent Resident,

21 years old and above; up

Not debarred from holding a Singapore Food Agency stall licence;
Not a former stall assistant / nominee who was de-reqgistered by NEA,

Not banned by the Government / Statutory Boards from taking part in any
business tenders;

Not an undischarged bankrupt; and

Not renting or a joint operator of two cooked food stalls in markets/
hawker centres managed by NEA. The maximum number of cooked food
stalls any individual can rent is two.

Details of Tender

The Tender for Rental of Market Stalls / Cooked Food Stalls will be conducted
electronically via NEA E-Tender systemn. Tenderers can visit the NEA website at
go.gov.sg/tendernotice for more information on the NEA E-Tender system.

On the list of stalls available for tender, tenderers may refer to the Tender
Notice posted on the NEA website or the hard copy Tender Notice displayed

IN THE GENERAL DIVI5I0N OF THE HIGH COURT OF
THE REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE

Case No.: HC/CWU 186/2024 |
In the matter of the Insalvency, Restructuring and Dissolution

Act 2018 (Act 40 of 2018)
And

In the Matter of ASIA MARINE LOGISTICS PTE. LTD.

(Singapaore UEN No. 2012238081)
Betwaen

MAYBANK SINGAPORE LIMITED

{Singapare UEN No. 201804195()
... Coimant
And

ASIA MARINE LOGISTICS PTE. LTD.

(Singapare UEN No. 2012238087)
... Defendant

ADVERTISEMENT OF WINDING UP APPLICATION

MOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an application for the
winding up of the abovenamed company by the High Court was,
on 5 July 2024, filed by MAYBANK SINGAPORE LIMITED
of 2 Battery Rood #01-01 Maybank Towes, Singapore 049907,
o creditor, and thot the winding up application is directed fo be
heard before the Judge sitting in the General Division of the High
Court of the Republic of Singopore ot 10.00 a.m. an 26 July
2024; and any creditor or contributory of the company desiring
o support or oppose the making of an order on the winding
application may appeor af the fime of hearing by himself
ot his counsel for that purpese; ond a copy of the winding up
application will be furnished to any creditor or contributory of the
tompany requiring the copy of the winding up application by the
undersigned on payment of the requlated chorge for the same.

The Cloimant’s oddress is 2 Battery Rood #01-01 Maybank
Tower, Singopore 049907

The Claimant’s salicitors are Shook Lin & Bok LLP of 1 Robinson
Road, #18-00 AlA Tower, Singopore 048542,

SOLICITORS FOR THE CLAIMANT

SHOOK LIN & BOK LLP

[REF: 2241236/ NYK/CMK,/TXY//MBSL]

Note: Any person wha infends 1o oppear on the hearing of the
winding up opplication must serve on or send by post 1o the
Clnimant's salicitors, notice in wrifing of his infention to do so.
The nafice must state the nome ond address of the person, or if
o firm, the nome and address of the firm, and must be signed
by the persan, firm, or his or their solicitor (if any) ond must be
served, or, if posted, must be sent by post in sufficient fime to
reach the obovenomed nat later than 22 July 2024 (at least 3
dear working days before the day appointed for the hearing of

on the notice board at NEA's One-Stop Information and Service Centre the winding up application).

(0SISC), located at HDB Hub (East Wing), 480 Lorong 6 Toa Payoh,

#26-01, Singapore 310480 . "
. : BANKRUPTCY

Tenderers who wish to participate and bid for a stall will have to submit the ACT (CHARTER 20}/

Form of Tender through the E-Tender systemn in NEA website. INSOLVENCY, RESTRUCTURING AND

DISSOLUTION ACT 2018
The NEA does not place tenderers as reserves. Fresh tenders will be called if the
successful tenderers do not take up the stalls. The NEA reserves the right not HIONKEIL). SAEURICNE, OF; ientoN Ju
DECLARE DIVIDEND

to accept the highest bid or any bid at all and the decision of the NEA shall be
final. The NEA reserves the right to withdraw any of the stalls from the tender
exercise at any time, before or after the tender closing date, without prior
notice given.

Tender results will be displayed on the NEA website and notice board at NEA's
OSISC.

For enquiries, please call NEA Contact Centre at 6225 5632 or visit the NEA
website at www.nea.gov.sg

ntuc

makora Nadss Lnke Coogead

TENDER NOTICE

The National Trades Union Congress (NTLC) invites Tenderers for the Provision of Professional
Services for Development and Implementation of Business Continuity Management Program,
according to the Requirement Specifications in the Tender Document.

NTUC-GOV2024002

15 July 2024, Monday

22 July 2024, Monday, 3pm

05 August 2024, Monday, 4pm

Tender Reference Mo:

Tender Opening Date

Tender Briefing (Mandatory):
Tender Closing Date and Time:

Reguest for Tender Document

Interested tenderers are to email the contact person below to request for the Tender Document
in softcopy. Tenderers are required to submit their signed NDA before receiving the Tender
Document.

Mandatory Tender Briefing

BKCYNO NAME & NRICIPP NO.
B1731/2019 RASIFAH BINTE JUKI (57131856G)

B704/2022 LI TADLING (582795028B)
B2008/2019 ARJUN SELVADURAY (59531736G)
B2386/2019 CHIA TUAN KAl (51254900H)
BA56/2018

B2251/2016 LEE KIAN HIN (LI JANXING)

B1510/2019 SUET AH TEE (50177338D)
B1010/2019 DHANARAJ 5/0 VEERANAN

B1891/2019 ALl AKHBAR BIN ABDUL HAMID

B2999/1998 NG Al TIONG (51076049F)
B1329/2008 THIAN BOON CHEOW (50031765l)
B2564/2019 EDMUND WONG YEW KONG

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Official
Assignee would like to declare a dividend in the
above listed cases.

All creditors who have yet to prove their claims
to the Official Assignee’s satisfaction, must do so
by 29th day of July 2024 failing which they will
be excluded from the dividend, if any.

Dated this 15th day of July 2024,

SENIOR ASSISTANT OFFICIAL ASSIGNEE

LEE LAl KUAN PEGGY (LI LUUN
PEGGY) (57223713G)
{S1459000E)

(57008603D)

{51631864G)

{51517831))

LIM YEW JIN

A mandatory Tender Briefing will be held at 3PM on 22 JULY 2024, MONDAY via M5 Teams.

Attendance is compulsory for Tenderers intending to submit a Tender Offer. Interested tenderers
are required to submit names and email addresses of their representatives (maximum 3) to the
contact person below by Spm on 19 July 2024, Friday.

Submission of Tender Document

Tender Documents must bear the official seal or rubber stamp of the Tenderer and initialled by
the Tenderer's authorised representative and submitted via the tender mailbox. Please refer to
Instructions to Tenderers in the Tender Document for submission details,

NTUC reserves the right to accept or reject any Tender submission without providing any reasons.

TENDER NOTICE

NTUC's Employment and Employability Institute (e21) invites
tenderers for the following tender project:

APPPOINTMENT OF SYSTEM PROVIDER FOR AI-POWERED
VIRTUAL CAREER FAIR PLATFORM FOR el FROM

01 DECEMBER 2024 - 30 NOVEMBER 2027.

INSOLVENCY, RESTRUCTURING AND

DISSOLUTION ACT 2018

INSOLVENCY, RESTRUCTURING AND DISSOLUTION

(PERSOMAL INSOLVENCY)
RULES 2020

TAN LOKE MENG DENNIS
NRICNO. 56841214¢

BANKRUPTCY NO. HC/B 0525/2021

MOTICE OF INTENDED RECOMMENDATION
Contact Person: Lim Zi En / Rosnani Suadi TO ANNUL THE BANKRUPTCY ORDER UNDER
Contact Email: gov@ntuc.org.sg INSOLVENCY, RESTRUCTURING AND
DISSOLUTION ACT 2018

TAKE NOTICE that |, the Private Trustee in Bonkruptey
(PTIB), intend to recommend to the Official Assignes to issue
o Certificate of Annulment of Bankruptcy Order made ngainst
the abovenomed Tan Loke Meng Dennis (NRIC No. S6841214E)
under Section 393 of the Insolvency, Restruchuring And
Dissolution Act 2018.

All creditors are 1o establish their doims 1o my sofisfaction on
or before 5 Avgust 2024, failing which, creditors will be
unable to prove their debls in the bankruptey estate and will
be excluded from ony dividends unless the creditors apply to
the PTIB or the Court for on extension of fime.

Dated this 15th doy of July 2024
Thng Hwei-Lin

Trustee of the Estate of Ton Loke Meng Dennis,

A Bankrup!

t/0 Adsan Low LLC
300 Beach Road
The Concourse Level 26
Singapore 199535
Ref: 2021FT011154P

Tender Briefing: 29 July 2024 (Monday), 1500hrs
[Tenderers to register by 26 July 2024 [Friday), 1200hrs]
[Limited to 2 reps per company to attend briefing]

Tender Closing Date/Time : 12 August 2024 (Monday), 1200hrs

For more details and to register interest for tender briefing, please visit
www.e2l.com.sg/vci-tender.

(rkezi
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Invitation to Tender

¢ For Deepavali Fair 2024

Tel: 65939218

INSOLVENCY, RESTRUCTURING AND

DISSOLUTION ACT 2018

INSOLVENCY, RESTRUCTURING AND
DISSOLUTION (PERSOMNAL INSOLVENCY)

RULES 2020

THE ESTATE OF TAN LOKE MENG DENNIS,

A BANKRUPT
NRIC NO. 56841214E

BANKRUPTCY NO. HC/B 0525,/2021
NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF INTENTION TO

DECLARE DIVIDEND

Take nofice that o first and final dividend is intended
to be declored in the obove matter and that if you do
not establish your claim 1o my satisfaction on or before
the 5th doy of August 2024, you will be excluded from
this dividend and | shall proceed to make the dividend

& i e without regard to your claim.
peration of Trade Fair: )
02 October 2024 — 31 October 2024 k] St iy 200)
: : Thng Hwei-Lin
Closing Date and Time: Trustee of the Estate of Tan Loke Meng Dennis,
24 July 2024 (12 noon sharp) A Bankrup!
Tender documents can be obtained from and submitted to: dﬁﬂs::d:?mls[
Hindu Endowments Board ootk 05 This Finmnanss
397 Serangoon Road, Level 2, 5(218123) Singapore 199555

Ref: 2021PTO1115AP

Executive Appointments 6289-8822 |

TTobs

Nursing/ Nursing/
Health Care Health Care
UEMS
Hiring for

HEALTHCARE ATTENDANT
at SENGKANG

» Salary package up to $2100 + 5$900* (New Joiner

Incentive)

» Working days: 5 days/week (including weekends)
* Working hours: 6.45am to 4.15pm / 12.15pm to 9.45pm

({Rotational shifts)

Contact: 9825 5019 / 9785 3688 / 8028 EﬁSﬂ.

..--—-

@ PEOPLE MAKE PLACES

1. Patient Transfer Porter (*52150) /el
2. Trolley Delivery Assistant (*$2000) WRCL]

* Gross up to & Inclusive of Joining bonus

Singapore General Hospital / Contact 9128 0037

(?am-5pm, Monday-Friday)

T & C APPLIES

Security E

Security E

WE ARE

LOCATION: TOH TUCK ROAD

HIR

Whatsapp @
8488 3186

’ Security Officer (DaykNight)
Senior Security Officer (DaykNight) Payupto §3,3801%%
Security Supervisor (Day)

Benefits: - Union Membership - Medical Reimbursement - Performance Incentive
+Birthday Token 1 Free and RTT required **erms & Condiions appies!

(Within walking distance from Beauty World MAT station
and close to major expressways like PIE and BKE)

to 51,388/«
Fayupto §3,0701%%

Payupto §3,7008*

Walk in Interview: 20 5in Ming Lane #07-52/53 Midview City 5(573968
(Mon-Fri 9AM-5PM) Avoid Lunch time (12nn-1pmjexciude P

Nursing/
Health Care

CLINIC ASST @AMK, Full/
Part-time. $2K+. S'porean
only. Whatsapp: 91703203

Sales M

Home Carely
Cleaning Services require:

Sales Exec (Indoor)

- PC literate
- Able to handle Chinese
speaking customers

2 6262-2656 Ms Kong
1Yishun Ind St 1
$#03-29 A'Posh Bizhub

Call Centres/
Telemarketin

TELEMARKETERS. $10-515 PER
Hour. Near Tampines MRT.
Call/WA Joven @ 9337 2917.

Hotel/
Restaurant/
Lounge

DISHWASHER NEEDED URGEN-
TLY. Salary Up to $2500 at
Orchard. Call: 83230571

Administrative/
Clerical

ADMIN CUM A/CS Asst. Full/
Part-time New grad welcome
Serangoon Central. 90211474

Secretaries/
Personal
Assistants

PERSONAL ASST. PROFICIENT
in MS Office & Outlook. Good
command of Eng. S'porean.
Email Resume and Photo to:
jobgrowth2022@gmail.com

Human
Resources

HR (Human Resource

needed urgently@Yishun area

®m Mon - Fri Qam-5pm

B Salary 52500 per month

® PC literate

® Able toread Chinese
characters & liaise with
Chinese speaking clients

Call 93369705 (No Agents)

General
Production/
Operators

|
Adheslve Tape Co requlres

PACKER/
PRODUCTION
WORKER

* 5 days work
+ Physically fit = Only S’poreans

120 Hillivlew Ave, #03-01
Kewalram Hiliviaw
Tel: 6769 1267 /
Whatsapp 9623 2394

JURONG OPERATOR T.30AM-
4. 48pm $100. Forklift 8-5:30
pm $20. Amk 8-6pm S$80, 11 -
7am 580. Call : 90091844

NEAR JOO KOON MRT. Scope
Checker. 8.30-5.30pm 590.
5-day. 62416466 [ 93852919

General
Production/
Operators

1. Production
Workers
2.QC

ll * Slngaporeans are welcome

Interested, please call
5251 1 ﬂ 1 n' or walk-In
37 Quality Rd, S'pore 618808
{Boon Lay Interchange, take bus 246
' Alight at the 4 bus stop)

KALLANG NEAR MACPHERSON
Operator. 8.30am-6pm $90.
5-day wk. Must carry 15-20kg
Call 6241-6466 [/ 9385-2919

AMK MALE/ FEMALE Operator
st $70 , 2nd 575, 3rd 580.
6 days. 62416466/ 93852919

Warehousing/
Inventory/
Logistics

WAREHOUSE ASST, LAVENDER
MRT, Packing Cargo for Air &
Sea freight, w/forklift lic pref
PC literate. Call 62963322

PENJURU, WOODLANDS STORE
/ Forklift Driver 8am-5.30pm.
5-day. 90076336/64688325

Security

Day - SO
East Area
* Aircon Environment
* Discounted Meals at
Staff Canteen
* Direct Bus from Punggol,
Yishun, Bishan, Toa Payoh
and Pasir Ris
Day - SO / Night - SS
West Coast Area

* Direct bus from Clemeniti
MRT Station

- Alternate 5/6 days week
- PWM salary
- Weekly Advance

WhatsApp (Msg Only):
8200 0235
Call: 6284 0050

Security
-

{=> REACHFIELD

'SECURITY OFFICER

OFFICE > RAFFLES PLACE /
BUONA VISTA / MARINA BRY

SCHOOL > ONE-NORTH / SIMEL /
PASIR RIS / BRADDELL

s e e e vk ok e e e e ke ke e ol ok ok

MALL > ORCHARD /
UPPER THOMSON

FAGTORY > YISHUN

10 ANSON ROAD #26-09
INTERNATIONAL PLAZA

320 0648 / 9657 3246

~ EXCELLENT SECURITY
#31-05 INT'L PLAZA

©9129 2055 5 6323 9335
AMK IND PARK 2
0800 - 0800
(Day / Night Shift)

S0 $2750

$S0--$3050

SCH OFFICER. SO at Pasir Ris/
Caldecott/ Dhoby Ghaut. Min
$2650. Immed. 80208213

UP TO 53480, Day SS. Bam to
8pm. Mall/Condo at Orchard.
Uniform Provided. 81016955

Security M

~ EXCELLENT SECURITY
#31-05 INT'L PLAZA

©9129 2955 & 6323 9335

LAKESIDE
GARDEN

10 AM-10 PM

S0 $2700

Night - SSO

Pandan Loop Factory

* Alrcon Environment

* Direct bus from Clement
MRT Station

* Weekly Advance

* Alt 5/6 days week available

WhatsApp: 9159 2531
Call: 6284 0050

Cleaners M
General Indoor Cleaner
@ Tuas

* 5.5/6 days, 7am - 4pm
* Salary up to $2800
@ Alexandra Road

* 5.5/6 days, Bam - 6pm
* Salary up to $2600

General Indoor / Multi

Skill Cleaner @ Loyang

* 5/5.5 days, 7Tam - 4pm
* Salary up to $2300

E 96390550 / 97110238
No agent call

General/Restroom/
Compound Cleaner
@ Kampong Ampat
* 5.5 days, Salary up to 52060
Office Cleaner
@ Buona Vista
* 5 days, $1750
General Cleaner @
Seletar Aerospace/Loyang
* 5.5 days, Salary up to $1750

= 93682828/97981162
No agent call

General Indoor/Outdoor

Cleaner @ Novena

* 5.5 days
* Salary up to 52100
* Joining Bonus $450

= 91747838 / 98568445
No agent call

Condo Drain/ Float Cleaner
« 52000 / 570 - 575 per day
Weekly pay
» Working hours: 8am to Spm
* Location: Bukit Timah
NO AGENT
Call 63399747 [/ 63346559
Interview at:
#05-44 Peninsula Plaza

FULL TIME CLEANERS requir-
ed by established cleaning co
Attractive Salary & Good Be-
nefits. Pls call the numbers
for project areas: 1) Tanjung
Rhu/ Kallang - call 9339 1313.
2) Pasir Ris - call 9160 2598.
3) Bt Timah/ Other Areas -
call 9117 5660 [/ 9818 8466 /
9756 2417. 4) Operations Ex-
ecutive required - please call
8102 741 / 97 5660

HOTEL CLEANERS NEAR MRT
@0rchard Areas 3pm-Tlpm/
1lpm-Tam/7am-3pm/8am-
4pm @Queen Street 7Tam-
3pm @Marina Square 1pm-
7am (Meal provided/Salary

S1700-S1900)@Pasir
Panjang, Block Cleaner 5.5
days week / Salary $1700-
$1800) Call: 67490128

CONDOMINIUM CLEANER NEE-
DED @ Serangoon, Clementi,
Yishun, Pasir Ris, East Coast
NRubbish Collector 2)Floater
3)Compound, Carpk, 4) Block
Cleaner, S'porean. 96121666

STEWARDING CLEANERS/
FLOATERS 7am - 3pm / 3pm -
llpm @& Airport Boulevard /
Changi North Crescent. Call
9425 8050 f 9028 1268

CONDO CLEANER AT Steven
Rd, Holland Rd and Orchard
Rd, 8am S5pm. & days.

Singaporean. call: 20915465/
9779 4596

HOTEL CLEANER SALARY
$1800-51900/6days Bugis :
3pm-1lpm City Hall : 8am-
4pm Singaporeans, call
69581599

CONDO CLEANER AT Toh Tuck
Rd near Upper Bukit Timah
(bus no. 41, 77 ,173). 6 days,
Singaporean. Call 84042853
/ 85056993

PART-TIME MACHINE DISH
Washer, High salary & good
benefits, meals provided,
S'poreans. Call 87685033 /
93390520 (No agents pls)

REQUIRED CONDO CLEANER at
Yishun. 6 days, 7.30am-
5.30pm. Salary above $1700,
S'porean only Call 96938246

CLEANERS NEEDED AT Central

Region. Please contact H/p:
9238 2012 [/ 9122 5584

Jobs Notices

www.sphclass.com.sg | Jobs 6289-9988

Cleaners M

51740 - 52300 @ Pioneer,
Woodlands, Jurong East, Yio
Chu Kang, Potong Pasir. Call
96533707

51000-52600 PART TIME/ Full
Time Cleaners / Supervisor

at Punggol area. Pls Call :
9019 9755 / 8032 4020

CONDO CLEANER AT Bedok,
Holland Hill & Keppel Bay. &
days week, Singaporean. Call
92333353 / B6545886

HOSPITAL NEAR THOMSON
Part & Full Time Dishwasher
Ipm to 10pm / 6pm to 10pm.
Call: 90691090

THK HOME FOR Disabled @&

Eunos & Sembawang need
Healthcare Cleaners, 8am -
S5pm & 9am - 6pm. 91690264

CLEANER, BUGIS & Chinatown
Start work immediate. Con-
tact : 80129069 , 90686271
& 84888492

CONDO CLEANERS S1.9K.
Punggol,5engkang, Thomson
Somerset, Whampoa, Pasir
Ris. 96441615 [ 89395969

SCHOOL CLEANERS @ Punggol
Tam-4pm, 4pm-10pm. Call
97107771 / 91599941

FULL-TIME CLEANER @& Joo
Koon, 5.5 days. Need to wash
toilet. S1.9K. Call 8433 3223

OFFICE EVENT CLEANER 523K
S5day 7.30am-5pm, near Jin
Besar Sport Ctr. 94567180

CONDO CLEANER 52K, near
Downtown MRT DTI17, Lau Pa
Sat HawkerB-5pm 20610044

CONDO CLEANER 52000 Bam-
S5pm, near Tg Pagar MRT.
S'poreans, immed. 94567180

SUPERVISOR $52.6K BAM-S5PM
@Tengah Plantation Plaza.
Call: 93392818/ 20013630

CLEANER $2000 TAM-4PM.
Near Nicoll Highway MRT.
S'porean. Call: 94567180

FOOD DISTRIBUTION CO re-

quires Delivery Assistant,
able to read Chinese words,
$2K + bonus, Alternate Sat,
Upper Thomson, 90503877

DELIVERY DRIVER. CLASS 3

required, near Lavender MRT
Station. Please call 8030291

Drivers/
Chauffeurs

AUTO SPARE PART Co. hiring
Class 3 Delivery Driver. 5.5-
day. Experienced with lunch
provided. Near Boon Keng/
Bendemeer MRT. Pis Walk-in
interview: 8 Jalan Lembah
Kallang 5(339564). 62916118

KOVAN TUITION CTR. Admin.
3 days per week for 3 mths.
S'poreans only. Start immed.
Please Message: 93805070

Other Positions E

LANDSCAPE WORKERS{UNDER
SHADE). Simple full-time job
with training provided. Wa-
tering of plants, forking soil
& clearing dry leaves. Call us:
9866 7587 EA Recruitment
Pte Ltd (Lic No: 21C0492)

EXPERIENCED WOODEN DOOR
Installer. Excellent welfare &
benefits. Call us: 9866 7587
EA Recruitment Pte Ltd
(Licence No: 21C0492)

T-ELEVEN @ COMMONWEALTH

area requires Full/ Part-time
Sales Asst. Afternoon shift.

Immed. Whatsapp 9195 6050

HIRE FULL-TIME GARDENERS
at Jurong West, 5.5 days wk.
Requires pruning, weeding,
watering. Call 93370863

CLEANERS URGENTLY NEEDED

Pls Call: Andrew 98881423 /
Joy 91183884 for interview

URGENT! PROJECT SUPERVI-
SOR. Bilingual, W/ without ex-
perience. Pls call: 63650318



{1/€ MEET THE MUPPETS

| THE STRAITS TIMES | MONDAY, JULY 15, 2024

MASTER

A Muppet version (far right) of
puppeteer Jim Henson (right) at
Jim Henson'’s Creature Shop in New
York City’s borough of Queens. The
workshop still cranks out characters
of felt and feathers more than three
decades after his death.

The new Disney+ documentary Jim
Henson ldea Man conjures the life and
mind of the visionary who created the
Muppets and changed not only an art
form, but also the parameters of storytelling.

Directed by Ron Howard (above) and made with the
participation of Henson's children and long-time
collaborators such as Frank 0z - who played Bert to
Henson's Ernie, and Miss Piggy to Henson’s Kermit the Frog
- it is a comprehensive portrait of a cultural giant
who never lost his sense of play.

“We learnt so much wandering around here,” Howard
said on a visit to Jim Henson's Creature Shop. "It has
definitely influenced the style of the movie, seeing the
colours, the mechanics and the detail of all of it.”

There was an emotional component, too. Walking in is
“instant nostalgia”, Howard added. "You just get a lift, you
know, just looking around the place.”

Henson, who died in 1990, had no childhood experience
with puppets. He started working with them as a teenager
in the 1950s for a job at a TV station.

He made the first version of Kermit out of his mother's
old coat and a ping-pong ball cut in half for eyes.

With Jane Nebel, his college classmate and later his wife,
he also made puppets for commercials, honing a
screen-friendly style and a sly, satirical wit.

In 1958, he visited Europe and encountered
sophisticated forms of puppetry. He realised that "this is
something I'm good at - where | can actually make a
difference’, said Ms Karen Falk, the Jim Henson Company's
archivist. TEXT AND PHOTOS: NYTIMES

Vi

Muppet eyes (left) in a storage container and puppet-making material (right) at

(Right) Henson (bottom left) and his
collaborator 0z (bottom right) are
depicted in stained glass beneath
their alter egos Ernie (top left) and
Bert (top right) at Jim Henson's
Creature Shop.

Sesame Street, which started in
New York in 1969, recruited Henson.
In 1976, his more adult-oriented

Muppet Show began in London.

His characters occupied the
imaginations of millions around the
world. He travelled to perform and
develop new projects, experimenting
relentlessly.

His partnership with Oz
drove characters and comedy.

“l was more moody,” Oz said -
a good fit for Bert. Henson was
the goofy Ernie.

Henson had large hands, which
allowed him to be extra expressive,

| )
AR

especially with Kermit, who clearly
reflected Henson's personality,
Howard said.

As Henson's company grew,
he minted his leadership style.

0z said: "He never criticised, ever.

He never told us what to do. He was
the boss, but he was the boss as a
brother, almost.”

Henson started a journal (above) in
1965 and filled in details retroactively,
“like he was downloading his brain”,
said Ms Falk.

The multicoloured entry for 1979,
when The Muppet Movie was released,
begins: "A very major big year.”

Henson's philosophy - treat people
the way you would like to be treated;
stay in the moment; recognise the joy
- pervaded his work and inspired
countless others, including Howard,
who met him only briefly.

At the same time, "a kind of creative
recklessness or courage or thick skin
- all of it - was required for somebody
to be as prolific as Jim", Howard said.

“"He followed a horizon line, which
was, '| want to have a creative life.”

0z said: "He would do very little
small talk. He wouldn't talk about
politics. He had his own very strong
feelings about spiritual life and
religion. He never gossiped. He would
care about how we were and our
families were, but that's the extent of
it. The rest of it was, 'Hey. | got this
good idea. You want to hear it?™

Design sketches
(right) made in
1969 of the
Muppet
characters

Bert and Ernie.

Zaniness reigned
at Henson's
workshop.

“You could walk
in almost any time
and find weird
things going on,”
said Ms Bonnie
Erickson, a Muppet designer who
oversaw the space.

Ping-pong balls bouncing on
toothpicks, blown by hair dryers;
pet mice running across the studio
through interconnected slinkys -
it all helped them discover “the

movements of the puppets”, she said.

Ending a sketch was no problem:
“You either blew it up, ate it or threw
in a penguin, as we used to say.”

® _Jim Henson Idea Man is streaming
on Disney+.

Is Japan's animal cafe
iIndustry harming
wildlife? = W T
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SWEPT AWAY
BY BROOME

Why Western
Australia's
latest hot spot
IS worth a visit
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