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People walk on the road amid torrential
rains in Kolkata on Sunday.
�BISWAJIT GHOSHAL

Three heavily armed terrorists killed in J&K:

At least three heavily armed Pakistani ter-

rorists were killed on Sunday afternoon as

the Indian Army foiled an Infiltration bid on

the LoC in Keran Sector of Kashmir's Kup-

wara district. A defence spokesman said

that weapons and war-like stores have been

recovered from the spot. The operation is

going on. The Chinar Corps of the Indian

Army wrote on X: �03x Terrorists have been

eliminated in the ongoing anti-infiltration

operation in Keran Sector, alongwith recov-

ery of weapons and other war-like stores.� 

AGENCIES
BUTLER, 14 JULY

F
ormer US President
Donald Trump was
the target of an
apparent assassi-

nation attempt Saturday at
a Pennsylvania rally, days
before he was to accept the
Republican nomination
for a third time.

A barrage of gunfire set
off panic, and a bloodied
Trump, who said he was
shot in the ear, was sur-
rounded by Secret Service
and hurried to his SUV as

he pumped his fist in a show
of defiance. 

Trump’s campaign said
the presumptive GOP nom-
inee was doing “fine” after
the shooting, which he said
pierced the upper part of his
right ear. “I knew immedi-
ately that something was
wrong in that I heard a whi-
zzing sound, shots, and im-
mediately felt the bullet rip-
ping through the skin. Much
bleeding took place,” he
wrote on his social media site.

In videos of the incident,
Trump is seen touching
the right side of his face after

what seemed like the first
two shots and dropping to
the ground. Secret Service
agents threw themselves on
him to protect him. When
they rose, the agents had
him inside the protective
shield of their bodies.

The former President
appeared to be bleeding on
the right side of the face.
He raised a fist in the air as
he was led away. He was
taken to a local medical facil-
ity for treatment.

The FBI identified the
shooter as Thomas Matthew
Crooks, 20, of Bethel Park,

Pennsylvania.  Secret Ser-
vice agents fatally shot
Crooks, who attacked from
an elevated position outside
the rally venue at a farm
show in Butler, Pennsylva-
nia, the agency said.

One attendee was killed
and two spectators were
critically injured, author-
ities said. All were identi-
fied as men.

Law enforcement offi-
cials later that bomb-mak-
ing materials were found
inside Crooks’ vehicle and
inside his home.

The attack was the most
serious attempt to assas-
sinate a president or pres-
idential candidate since
Ronald Reagan was shot in
1981. It drew new attention
to concerns about politi-
cal violence in a deeply
polarised USA less than
four months before the
presidential election.

President Joe Biden, who
is running against Mr Trump,
was briefed on the inci-
dent and spoke to Mr Trump
several hours after the shoot-
ing, the White House said.
“There’s no place in Amer-
ica for this type of violence,”
the president said in pub-
lic remarks. “It’s sick. It’s sick.”

(More on Page 9)

Former US president injured in right ear; bystander dead, two injured; shooter also killed 

Trump survives assassination
attempt at Pennsylvania rally
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WEATHER

Generally cloudy sky. Light Rain or
Thundershower likely to occur. Maximum
and minimum temperatures likely to be
around 33 °C and 28 °C respectively.
RAINFALL: 1.0 mm
RELATIVE HUMIDITY 
Max. 92 % Min. 72 %
TEMPERATURE
Max: 32.4 °C (-0.4)     Min: 28.3°C (+1.4)
SUN RISES SUN SETS
05:1  hrs 18:24 hrs
MOON RISES MOON SETS
11:59 hrs 23:35 hrs

Full Moon on 21 July

After 39 yrs, Puri temple�s
Ratna Bhandar opened

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 14 JULY

The inner chamber of the
Ratna Bhandar (treasure
trove) of Puri's Jagannath
temple was opened on Sun-
day after being locked for 39
years. An 11-member team,
including Justice (retired)
Biswanath Rath and the
chief administrator of the
Jagannath Temple Admin-
istration, Arabinda Padhee,
broke three locks to gain entry
into the chamber.

The inner chamber was
last opened in 1985, coinci-
dentally on the same date,
14 July. However, an inven-
tory of valuables was not con-
ducted in 1985; the last
inventory was done in 1978.

The 11-member team,
after praying to Lord
Lokanath, Maa Laxmi, and
Goddess Bimala for per-
mission, entered the temple
at the auspicious time of 1:28
p.m. and remained until
5:20 p.m. Heavy equipment,
cutters, lights, six huge newly
made chests and even snake

helpline members were kept
in readiness. Briefing medi-
apersons, Padhee and Jus-
tice Rath explained that they
first opened the locks of the
outer Ratna Bhandar in the
presence of Gajapati Mahara-
ja Dibya Singh Deo and oth-
ers. The valuables in the
outer room are used on a day-
to-day basis and during fes-
tivals and are accessed reg-
ularly.

It took considerable time
to shift all the valuables
from the outer room to a tem-
porary strong room inside
the temple, which was then
sealed. Following this, the
team entered the inner Ratna
Bhandar, which had three
locks. The keys brought from
the treasury did not work, so
they broke the locks as per
the SOP approved by the state
government. 

Due to time constraints,
the team only inspected the
chamber and decided to
return. The valuables will be
shifted on another date as
decided by the committee
and government. 

Modi, Rahul
condemn attack
on ex-US Prez
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 14 JULY

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday strong-
ly condemned the attack
on former US President
Donald Trump, saying
that “violence has no
place in politics and
democracies”.

In a post on X, the
Prime Minister said:
“Deeply concerned by
the attack on my friend,
former President Donald
Trump. Strongly con-
demn the incident. Vio-
lence has no place in
politics and democra-
cies. Wish him a speedy
recovery.”Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi,
and Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge also
condemned the attack.

In a post on X, Rahul
Gandhi wrote: “I am
deeply concerned by the
assassination attempt
on former US President
Donald Trump.”
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A
Trinamul Congress
worker was  shot dead
while another was
wounded in an attack

by a group of 10 armed crim-
inals while they were dis-
cussing about a tender for local
civic projects.

The incident took place at
a motel near Islampur in
North Dinajpur late yesterday
evening .

The victim, identified as
Bapi Roy, husband of Islam-
pur Panchayat Samiti mem-
ber from the Trinamul Con-
gress, was pronounced dead
upon arrival at the Islampur
Sub Divisional Hospital.

The other victim, Md Saj-
jad, husband of a local Gram

Panchayat Pradhan, sustained
gunshot wounds and was
taken to a private hospital in
Siliguri for treatment.

Bapi's relatives took his
body to a private hospital in
hopes of reviving him.

While Md Sajjad is still
being treated, Bapi Roy's
body was handed over to
police and later brought to
North Bengal Medical College
and Hospital for post-mortem

as part of the police investi-
gation.

Following the incident,
senior police officers arrived
at the spot to gather CCTV
footage for further investi-
gation. The motel owner and
his staff were also detained by
the police for questioning in
order to obtain more infor-
mation about them and their
involvement in the incident.

Kanhaialal Agarwal, TMC

district president,  who vis-
ited Islampur hospital last
night, stated that nearly 10 mis-
creants had attacked Bapi
Roy at close range.

As of now, no arrests have
been made in connection
with the incident.

Md Sajjad, the spouse of
a Gram Panchayat Pradhan,
is currently being treated at
a private healthcare facility in
Siliguri, informed the media
that they were attacked by a
group of unknown individu-
als while discussing tenders
for development projects
with other members of the
Gram Panchayat.

Lipi Biswas Roy, the widow
of Bapi who was a member
of Islampur Panchayat Sami-
ti, said that her husband had
left home after receiving a

phone call.  She also revealed
that the attackers snatched  his
phone and gold chain. Altho-
ugh she does not fully under-
stand the motive behind the
attack on her husband, she is
advocating for a CBI investi-
gation to ensure that those
individuals are held account-
able.

Sources indicate that Bapi
was involved in land and
property contracts and would
frequently visit this motel.
He was previously arrested for
illegal liquor trade as well.

Kanhaialal Agarwal, the
chairman of Islampur Muni-
cipality, dismissed any polit-
ical motives behind the shoot-
ing. The North Dinajpur police
are conducting a thorough
investigation and consider-
ing all possible angles.

AGENCIES
KOLKATA, 14 JULY 

The Border Security Force
(BSF) foiled a major infiltra-
tion attempt across the India-
Bangladesh border, close to
the Amudiya border outpost
in West Bengal's North 24
Parganas district on Saturday
night, an official said on Sun-
day. 

A BSF trooper on duty was
attacked and had to lob a
stun grenade and then fire a
round from his service rifle to
deter the intruders and send
them back. 

The BSF has not ruled out
the possibility of any of the infil-
trators being injured in the 
firing.

"The jawan spotted 10-
15 people moving across the
fields towards the Indo-
Bangladesh Border Road
(IBBR) and alerted his col-
leagues over the radio. He
then moved forward and chal-
lenged the mob, ordering
them to retreat. Suddenly, 3-
4 people, hiding in the field,
attacked the jawan with sharp
weapons and canes. The
jawan realised that he was out-
numbered and used the stun

grenade. This did not deter the
miscreants who attempted to
attack him again. This was
when the jawan fired a sin-
gle round in self-defence," BSF
DIG, South Bengal Frontier

and spokesperson A.K. Arya
said.

Criminal activities seem to
have increased along the
India-Bangladesh border over
the last several weeks.

On Saturday, infiltration
attempts were made close to
the Madhupur, Maluapara,
Haldarpara, Banpur and Mati-
yari Border Outposts in the
state's Nadia district. 

BSF personnel were
attacked by cattle smugglers
close to the Charamrashi Bor-
der Outpost in Murshidabad
and the Sasni Border Outpost
in Malda, and they had to use
stun grenades and fire from
Pump Action Guns (non-
lethal) as well as regular
weapons to fend off the attacks.

The BSF has registered
strong protests against such

activities with Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB) and lodged
reports at local police stations.

"In spite of frequent flag
meetings with BGB to alert
them about frequent attacks
and illegal infiltration by
Bangladeshi criminals, no
concrete action has been
taken from their side. This inac-
tion has emboldened the
smugglers and criminals.
Nevertheless, our jawans are
resolute in protecting our
borders and ensuring the
security of our nation under
all circumstances," Arya 
said.

ASHOK CHATTERJEE
KOLKATA, 14 JULY

The day of Rath Yatra is con-
sidered auspicious. This day
also heralds the beginning of
Durga Puja as many organis-
ers indulge in Khunti Puja,
planting the first pole for the
puja pandal. 

This year was no different
as two of the pujas in the city,
one in central and the other
in north Kolkata held their
Khunti Puja on Sunday.

The puja committees also
unveiled their themes for this
year.   

At Kanthalbagan in Ental-
ly, children dressed up as
Jaganath, Balaram and Sub-
hadra, ushered in the puja. 

The Kanthalbagan Sarbo-
janin Puja Committee also
made a metre-round malpua
on the occasion. 

The Entally puja saw Blue
City being created around
the area, in keeping with their
theme.

Into their 78th year, the
theme for the puja is ‘Creation
after Destruction’. 

The organisers said that cre-
ation of this earth is not only
through natural process and
through human efforts but also
with divine intervention. God-
dess Durga lent her powers in
creating colours and hues on
this earth. 

“Based on this belief, our
Durga idol will also reflect the
vibrancy of colours. We will
show how the creation of this
earth has happened from a
bland state, through our
theme,” said Soumojit Das, jt
secretary of the puja com-
mittee.

The organisers chose to
paint the houses in the vicin-
ity blue because the earth,
when viewed from space or
the moon, resembles a blue
ball.

The organisers, with sup-
port from corporate spon-
sorships, have embarked upon
a theme puja as till last year

they were holding very tradi-
tional Durga Puja.

At Jagat Mukherjee Park in
Bagbazar, Bongaon Local 2 is
the theme. 

The committee had recre-
ated Bongaon Local in 2016
and this year it is going to be
a sequel of the last time. Min-
ister Sashi Panja was the chief
guest at the Khunti Puja.   

While in 2016, the puja
drew a record crowd, the
organisers are hoping this
year too, the response would

be tremendous.
In Bongaon Local Part 1, the

artist had shown the journey
on a local train. Vendors sell-
ing their wares, the cacoph-
ony of a bogey, the sound of
a moving train at high speed
were all part of the theme. Peo-
ple, who walked inside the pan-
dal, were transported to a
local train.

“We keep innovating. Last
year, we had done Barsha-
mongol, the advent of good

tidings brought about by the
monsoon. This year they are
celebrating their 88 years of
Puja,” said Dwaipayan Roy, jt
secretary.

Bhowanipur 75 Palli had
interfaith Khuti Puja today, a
testament to its commitment
for inclusivity and cultural
diversity. Subir Das, club sec-
retary, said, “In our 60th year,
we are thrilled to introduce the
Interfaith Khuti Puja, which
exemplifies our dedication
to fostering unity.”

BSF foils major infiltration attempt across India-Bangladesh border in West Bengal

TMC cadre shot dead, another
injured in armed attack
The incident took place at a motel near Islampur in North Dinajpur

CELEBRATING GREEN

With Rath Yatra, organisers unfold their Puja themes

Vanmahotsav 2024 was celebrated at Alipore Zoo along with Chimpanzee Day on Sunday. On this occasion Braille signboards were also unveiled for the benefit of
visually challenged visitors. Twenty such Braille boards donated by International Eye Foundation have been  installed in front of important enclosures in the zoo.
The programme was chaired by MoS (lndependent Charge) Forest, Birbaha Hansda along with other dignitaries and specially-abled children. �SNS

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 14 JULY

Following Gorkha Jan Mukti
Morcha (GJMM) leader Bimal
Gurung's letter to Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee, Dar-
jeeling MP Raju Bista has
expressed concerns about
the alleged illegal leasing of
Gorkhaland Territorial Admin-
istration (GTA) Tourism prop-
erties.

On Sunday, Mr  Bista
reached out to GTA Principal
Secretary Soumya Purkait
seeking clarification on the
matter. This comes after for-
mer Chairman of GTA's Board
of Administrators, Binoy
Tamang, condemned the

decision to lease out public
properties without follow-
ing proper rules and regula-
tions.

The issue has gained atten-
tion in the media as reports
have surfaced about the leas-
ing of GTA Tourism proper-
ties in Darjeeling More, Silig-
uri, and along the Sandakphu
route to private parties.

These reports have also
quoted statements from GTA
Chief Executive Anit Thapa
stating that all GTA proper-
ties will be leased out, rais-
ing questions about trans-
parency and legality, Mr Bista
said.

In his letter to the GTA Prin-
cipal Secretary, Mr Bista men-

tioned that as an ex-officio
member of the GTA Sabha, he
was not informed of any res-
olutions or votes regarding the
leasing of tourism properties.

To clarify the situation,
he has sought  information
on the GTA Sabha's resolu-
tion authorising the leasing
process, details on any adver-
tisements announcing open
tenders for these properties,
specifics on how individuals
or entities were chosen for
these leases, information on
financial transactions relat-
ed to these contracts, and dis-
closure of any other pro-
posed properties for leasing
and how potential lessees
were selected.

Darjeeling MP raises concerns over alleged
illegal leasing of GTA tourism properties

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HOOGHLY, 14 JULY

Last Saturday evening, the Ser-
ampore MP Mr Kalyan Baner-
jee inaugurated the newly set
up modular operation the-
ater at Mahamaya Shishu o
Matri Mangal hospital, a
Uttarpara-Kotrung Munici-
pality-run hospital.

On the occasion were
present the Uttarpara-Kotrung
Municipality chairman Mr
Dilip Yadav, doctors and
other dignitaries.

From 2009 onwards the
Serampore MP’s local area
development fund has been
used to upgrade the hospi-
tal  with required  infra-
structure and with most
advanced  modern medical
technology.

During the journey  of

progress the hospital was
upgraded  with CT scan unit,
ICCU unit, dialysis unit and
centrally air-conditioned
patient cabins.

Some extra features which
make the new Modular OT
different from the Normal OT
include continuous removal
of contaminated air out of the
operation theatre, durable
anti-bacterial paint, ease of
cleaning and maintenance,
permeability of vapour to
escape which protects against
the growth of yeast and
microbes, moisture and thaw
resistance, ease of move-
ment and access to instru-
ments and being able to
accommodate a number of
doctors inside.

The Serampore MP Mr
Kalyan Banerjee said: “Our
state chief minister Mamata

Banerjee is a symbol of fast
development and progress
and an inspiration to me.
Since 2009 I have been using
my MP fund in various devel-
opment works in my con-
stituency. Much stress  have
also been given on the devel-
opment and upgradation  of
hospitals at par with the lat-
est medical infrastructure
and  advanced medical tech-
nology. Serampore walsh hos-
pital is now considered  as the
best superspeciality hospital
in the district. The Mahamaya
Shishu o Matri Mangal hos-
pital now has a Modular OT.
From my MP fund 42 lakhs
have been used for the pur-
pose. People with low income
can now also avail such
advanced medical services.”

The MP  added: “I won’t
be wrong to say that  i am the

first MP  who has taken the
initiative to set up Modular
OT in a civic body run hos-
pital. The people of my con-
stituency appreciate and
acknowledge the progress
and development work ini-
tiated  by me. Hence I have
been victorious a fourth time
as the Serampore MP. I thank
them for their love and co
operation, but it is really
strange that the opposition
never acknowledges the mas-
sive ongoing development
work in my constituency.”

To see that the newly set
up Modular OT works prop-
erly a chairman-in-council
member has been put in
charge to ensure smooth
functioning of the Modular
OT. said Uttarpara-Kotrung
Municipality Chairman, Dilip
Yadav.

Modular OT set up in Uttarpara hospital
at the initiative of Serampore MP

Land owners start agitation over land
acquisition for coal mine, syndicate�s
makeshift office torched in Andal
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
DURGAPUR, 14 JULY

Members of Krishi Jomi Jiban
Jibika Raksha Committee
started an agitation against
forcible land grabbing by the
land mafia and have set on
fire a makeshift thatched
office of the land syndicate
at Dakshinkhanda in Andal
Police Station area of West Bur-
dwan district.

The villagers have started
agitation against the grabbing
of their land and organised
a protest rally.

The land sharks have
become very active after the
Kazi Nazrul Islam Airport
has become operational in
Andal and have started grab-
bing land on both sides of the
National Highway-19.

On the Andal-Ukhra Road
in Dakshinkhanda, there are
vast tracts of agricultural
land. Ujjwal Pal, one of the
agitators, said that during
the period 1992 to 2014, East-
ern Coalfields Limited (ECL)
has acquired about 30 acres
of land for setting up of a col-
liery with a promise of pro-
viding a job to  land owners
who have at least one acre of
land. But so far nobody has
received any job from ECL,

he has claimed.
Tapan Mukherjee, anoth-

er member of the committee,
said that recently a private
company had proposed to
start a coal mine in Madhu-
jore and for that fresh land will
be acquired on behalf of the
coal company.

But suddenly, in the past
few days the land sharks have
become very active and has
set up a temporary thatched
office on agricultural land.

“We demand the coal
company should directly
negotiate with the land own-
ers and we will not allow any
middlemen or land mafia to
grab our land,” he added.

The villagers are also plan-
ning to submit a memoran-
dum to the district adminis-
tration with their demands.

In the meanwhile some
unknown people have torched
the temporary makeshift
office of the land syndicate,
leading to a huge stir in the
locality.

BJP general secretary, Abhi-
jit Dutta has questioned why
the local administration and
BLLRO has remained mum
on the issue so far.

“Everybody knows who
patronises these organised ille-
gal syndicates,” he said.

So far neither the coal
company nor the local admin-
istration has given any state-
ments on this issue. The local
TMC has also remained silent
on this issue.  

Andal Police have also
been informed about the of
the agitation and the setting
on fire of the syndicate office. 

The victim, identified as Bapi Roy, husband of
Islampur Panchayat Samiti member from the
Trinamul Congress, was pronounced dead upon
arrival at the Islampur Sub Divisional
Hospital.The other victim, Md Sajjad, husband
of a local Gram Panchayat Pradhan, sustained
gunshot wounds and was taken to a private
hospital in Siliguri for treatment

TENDER
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KMC considering plans
to allow sanction to
buildings of smaller sizes
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 14 JULY

Aiming to curb illegal con-
structions in the city, the
Kolkata Municipal Corpora-
tion has now shifted its lens
towards smaller plots. The civic
body is working on plans to
allow sanction to buildings
of smaller sizes while mak-
ing norms for regularisation
of bigger structures more
stringent.  

After the collapse of a
multistorey under-con-
struction building resulting
in the death of at least 11 local
residents, the municipal cor-
poration has intensified its
crackdown on illegal con-
structions.

The issue was a subject of
uproar in the recently held
monthly House at the KMC
last week when the opposi-
tion councillors criticised
the civic body authorities
over illegal constructions.

Responding to the claims,
mayor Firhad Hakim
informed that the civic body
has passed an amendment in
the rules of the KMC norms
that will help in curbing ille-
gal constructions.

According to Mr Hakim,
the civic body is considering
relaxing the mandatory leav-
ing of four feet space around

a building. “In the existing sys-
tem, four feet space is to be
left on two sides and for the
back side there are norms of
four feet and six feet. If one
has a plot of one cottah or two
cottahs, after leaving this
much of space, how will he
construct his house. To resolve
this, we are trying to amend
the rules to allow leaving less
space for smaller plots and
more FAR (floor area ratio) for
vertical extensions.”

According to the mayor, in
illegal constructions the qual-
ity would be compromised.
If such structures are given
sanction, the construction
would be done as per norms
and not illegally.

As informed by Mr Hakim,
the proposal has been sent
to the state government for
approval. Once approved the
civic body would notify it.

THUMBNAILS

Vehicle hits train: A four

wheeler allegedly entered

a level crossing at Kharda-

ha forcibly and hit the Haz-

arduari Express on Sunday.

According to Eastern Rail-

way, this occurred at aro-

und 8.40 p.m. when Down

Hazarduari Express was ap-

proaching Khardaha. Acc-

ording to ER, the gateman

of level crossing  gate No.9

was closing the level cross-

ing gate, when a four whe-

eler entered the level

crossing and hit the train.

The driver fled from the

spot leaving the vehicle on

the track. No casualty or

injury was reported. SNS

�BJP to observe 21 July as
democracy murder day�
LoP Suvendu Adhikari made the announcement from his protest stage near Raj Bhavan
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 14 JULY

T
he BJP is going to
observe 21 July as
‘democracy murder
day’, Leader of Oppo-

sition in the West Bengal
Assembly, Suvendu Adhikari,
announced from his protest
stage near Raj Bhavan on
Sunday.

Under the leadership of
party chairperson Mamata
Banerjee, the Trinamul Con-
gress has been organizing a
martyr remembrance cere-
mony at Esplanade in the
city on 21 July every year.

This year’s Martyrs’ Day will
be the Trinamul Congress’
first major public meeting
after its recent victory in 29
seats in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions in the state.

The BJP will observe the
same day as 'Democracy Mur-
der Day', Mr Adhikari,  said
from the protest stage in front
of the Raj Bhavan on Sunday.

Since the announcement
of the Lok Sabha election
results, the BJP has alleged that
their workers have been
attacked in post-election vio-
lence.

Mr Adhikari is staging a sit-
in demonstration with the
'oppressed' in front of the
Raj Bhavan over the issue
after seeking legal recourse.
Ultimately, Calcutta High
Court granted him permission
to hold the demonstration
under special conditions.

Accordingly, today, Sunday,
at around 10 a.m, Suvendu
Adhikari began his sit-in. He
was accompanied by Tapas
Roy, and Kaustav Bagchi.

Additionally, several party
leaders like Rudranil Ghosh,

Arjun Singh and Asim Sarkar
participated in the demon-
stration. As per the court's
directive, 300 party workers
joined the sit-in.

However, obtaining per-
mission for the sit-in at this
location required considerable
effort from the opposition
leader. Initially, Kolkata Police
did not grant permission for
the sit-in due to Section 144
being in effect in front of the
Raj Bhavan. Challenging this
decision, the opposition leader
approached the Calcutta High

Court. His argument was that
Abhishek Banerjee had also
staged a five-day sit-in in
front of the Raj Bhavan last
October without any obstruc-
tion from the police. 

The BJP camp claimed
that Suvendu was being denied
permission solely because
he is a BJP leader.

Eventually, with the court's
permission, the sit-in com-
menced in front of the Raj Bha-
van under the specified con-
ditions. 

The sit-in by the BJP  con-

tinued from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
All BJP workers partici-

pating in the demonstration
carried posters with nega-
tive messages about the dem-
ocratic environment in West
Bengal, along with pictures of
the persecuted BJP workers.

Meanwhile BJP national IT-
in charge and West Bengal co-
observer Amit Malviya wrote
complaints to the National
Commission for Women,
against alleged threats by
civic volunteers to commit rape
on a BJP worker at Bagda.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 14 JULY

Taking steps to ensure the safe-
ty and security of jewellers and
merchants in the iconic Burra
Bazar area, the Burra Bazar
Jewellers' Association is
launching a comprehensive
CCTV surveillance project.

Sponsored by KNC Ser-
vices, a renowned exhibition
organiser, this initiative aims
to create a secure environment
for businesses and individu-
als in the area. 

The CCTV surveillance
project will cover a radius of
2 kilometres, with over 64
cameras strategically installed
to monitor the area, provid-
ing 24/7 coverage to detect and
address any suspicious activ-
ity or criminal behaviour
promptly.

Kranti Nagvekar, founder,
KNC Services said: “We at
KNC Services are proud to
partner with the Burra Bazar
Jewellers' Association to launch
this vital surveillance project.
Our aim is to enhance the safe-
ty and security of this iconic

marketplace, ensuring a secure
environment for traders, cus-
tomers, and the community.
This initiative demonstrates
our commitment to social
responsibility and our dedi-
cation to making a positive
impact in the lives of those
around us. We believe that this
project will serve as a model
for other markets and com-
munities, and we are honored
to be a part of this noble
endeavour."

Vivek Gupta, Trinamul
Congress MLA from the

Jorasakho Assembly con-
stituency, was present on the
occasion, which was attend-
ed by members of the Burra
Bazar Jewellers' Association,
representatives from KNC
Services, and other digni-
taries. KNC Services also
unveiled the 5th edition of the
coveted Bengal Internation-
al Jewellery Show on Sun-
day, marking another presti-
gious milestone for the jew-
ellery industry in eastern
India.

Mr. Gupta congratulated

the Burra Bazar Jewellers'
Association for taking this
step towards ensuring the
safety and security of the
market. “The installation of
CCTV cameras is a significant
initiative that will not only deter
criminal activity but also pro-
vide a sense of relief to the
traders and customers. This
is a shining example of the
association's commitment
to the well-being of the com-
munity,” he said.

The primary objectives of
this project are to enhance the
security of the Burra Bazar area
by preventing criminal activ-
ities such as theft, burglary,
and vandalism, and to create
a safe and secure environment
for jewellers, merchants, and
customers. 

The project aims to facil-
itate swift action in case of any
criminal activity with real-time
monitoring and prompt
response.  

The CCTV surveillance
project is expected to have a
significant impact on the
area, including reduced crime
rates, an increased sense of

security among businesses and
individuals, enhanced mon-
itoring and response capa-
bilities, and improved over-
all safety and well-being of the
community.

Mr. Ravi Karel, Secretary,
Burra Bazar Jewellers Asso-
ciation said: “The installa-
tion of CCTV cameras at Burra
Bazar is a long-overdue neces-
sity. For far too long, our mar-
ket has been vulnerable to
criminal activity, and our
members have suffered loss-
es. But today, we take a sig-
nificant step towards secur-
ing our livelihoods and our
community. This project is a
testament to the association's
dedication to the welfare of
our members and the safety
of our customers."

Mr. Arun Verma, presi-
dent of BBGJA said: “We are
very proud of this project
and the entire team has worked
very hard for the same. I
appeal to all the associations
to undertake such proactive
steps and be self reliant for the
safety and security of their
members."

CCTV surveillance in Burrabazar

Fisherman dies after falling
from trawler while fishing
for hilsa in Bay of Bengal
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 14 JULY

The body of a fisherman,
who went missing while fish-
ing for hilsa was recovered
from Jambudwip in South
24-Parganas yesterday.

Police said that he had
gone out to sea to fish for hilsa.
It was there that the accident
happened. 

The fisherman slipped
from his trawler and fell into
the sea, a little distance from
Jambudwip. 

He had been missing for
the past two days.

According to police
sources, the deceased's name
is Mohan Majhi, a 55-year-old
resident of the Hara area in
Kulpi. 

He had gone deep into the
Bay of Bengal from Jambud-
wip. While catching hilsa, he
slipped and fell from the
trawler.

After he was missing for two

days, the Coast Guard con-
ducted a search operation and
recovered the fisherman's
body from the sea, 70 kilo-
meters away from Fraser-
ganj, on Saturday. 

The body was taken to
Haldia port.

According to police
sources, the body will be
handed over to the family after
an autopsy on Sunday.

At least 14 fishermen had
set out from the Sultanpur fish-
ing port in Diamond Harbour
on the FB Baba Loknath
trawler to catch hilsa from the
sea. 

On 11 July, they went deep-
er from Jambudwip. At that
time, one fisherman slipped
and fell.

After he went missing, the
Fishermen's Association con-
tacted the Coast Guard. 

A search operation was
launched by air and sea, and
subsequently, the body was
recovered.

Infosys begins functioning from own offices in New Town
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 14 JULY

IT giant Infosys has started
functioning from its offices in
New Town from Wednesday.

This was announced by
the state IT minister, Babul
Supriyo. 

He has congratulated Infos-
ys on the occasion and men-
tioned that it will fulfil the
dream of Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee. 

Mr Supriyo commended all
government departments for
their effort to make this dream

come true.
The Infosys complex is sit-

uated on 50 acres of land.

Miss Banerjee and senior offi-
cials of Infosys had laid the
foundation stone. 

Miss Banerjee had request-
ed the IT professionals from
Bengal not to go outside as they
will get all the facilities here. 

Senior government offi-
cials said it would open a new
chapter in the field of IT sec-
tor. Infosys is said to be plan-
ning to hire 5,000 IT profes-
sionals soon, which will be
extended to 8,000 over a peri-
od of time. 

The state of the art build-
ing has all modern facilities.
The firm till now used to run
its offices in a rental acco-
modation and the employees

have started shifting to its
new office. Wipro another IT
giant has got 50 acres of land
to set up its office.

Sector V is the IT hub in the
state. The state Housing and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation has allotted 200
acres of land to set up an IT
hub like the Silicon Valley.
New Town has come up as a
major IT hub in Eastern India. 

It is a green city will all mod-
ern amenities. Many compa-
nies with parent organisa-
tions in the US are working in
New Town.

BJP leader and Leader of Opposition in West Bengal Assembly Suvendu Adhikari with party leaders stage a protest against the
post-poll violence after the byelections in the state, at Raj Bhavan, in Kolkata on Sunday.�BISWAJIT GHOSHAL

A little boy in a raincoat walks on the road along with his mother after a shower in Kolkata on Sunday evening. �BISWAJIT GHOSHAL

RAINY PLEASURE

Xavierians from Durgapur
emerged as state champi-
ons among boys at the
CISCE regional Badminton
tournament that ended in
Kalimpong on Saturday. SNS 
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Armstrong’s murder accused
killed by cops in ‘encounter’
The accused was shot dead after allegedly firing at the cops with a pistol in a bid to flee
M C RAJAN
CHENNAI, 14 JULY

A
n accused in the grue-
some murder of
Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) Tamil Nadu

president K Armstrong was
killed in an encounter with
the police early on Sunday at
suburban Puzhal in north
Chennai.

The police said, the
accused, Thiruvengadam
who was in custody, was shot
dead after firing at the cops
with a pistol in a bid to flee.

The encounter took place
when a police team took him
to a hideout along the Mad-
havaram lakeside to recover
the weapons used in the mur-
der of Armstrong.

According to the police,
when he threatened them
with a recovered pistol and
refused to lay down the
weapon, the cops fired two
rounds in self-defence. Hit by

bullets above the hip, he died
on the spot.

Thiruvengadam body was
sent to the Stanley Govern-
ment Medical College Hos-
pital for postmortem.

Meanwhile, the Chennai
City Police released a video
of the hacking to death of Arm-
strong on the evening of July
5 at Sembium in north Chen-

nai. It clearly shows Thiru-
vengadam with other five
assailants, dressed as food
delivery agents, assaulting
the BSP leader. Thiruven-
gadam is seen attacking from
the back with a machete leav-
ing Armstrong in a pool of
blood and two others injured,
they flee immediately in two-
wheelers.

All the six assailants sur-
rendered late on July 5 night.
Later, five more accused were
arrested and all eleven were
taken into custody by the
CB-CID police for question-
ing.

Thiruvengadam accom-
panied by a police party to
recover the weapons when the
encounter took place around
5.30 in the morning.

The police said Thiru-
vengadam, a notorious rowdy,
was facing many criminal
cases including the 2015 mur-
der of Thennarasu, a lieu-

tenant of Armstrong.
Opposition parties raised

suspicion over the encounter
and charged the police with
having eliminated the accused
to protect the real cuplrits
behind the murder.

“How a murder accused in
police custody could be taken
without handcuffs. The
encounter raises many doubts.
The DMK Government should
hand over the probe to the CBI
as demanded by the family
of Armstrong and BSP supre-
mo Mayawati,” said AIADMK
General Secretary Edappadi
K Palaniswamy.

“Is the probe being con-
ducted in a proper manner,”
asked state BJP President K
Annamalai. “There is suspi-
cion that efforts are being
made to help the real culprits
get away,” alleged PMK pres-
ident Anbumani Ramadoss.

Naam Tamila Katchi Chief
Coordinator Seema too
echoed the same.

Congress eyes Greater Hyderabad
gains as BRS MLAs defect
AGENCIES  
HYDERABAD, 14 JULY

The latest defections by Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) MLAs
have come as a shot in the arm
for the ruling Congress party
in Telangana as it looks to
consolidate in Greater Hyder-
abad, a region where it drew
a blank in Assembly elections
held in November last year.

Buoyed by the victory in the
by-election to the Secunder-
abad Cantonment Assembly
seat, the Congress party has
succeeded in making three BRS
MLAs in Greater Hyderabad
defect during the last two
weeks.

The Congress, which had
already lured Khairatabad
MLA D. Nagender and Greater
Hyderabad Mayor Gadwal
Vijayalaxmi, appears to be
making calculated moves to
cement its position in the
state capital ahead of next
year's elections to Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Cor-
poration (GHMC).

Political analysts say Greater
Hyderabad was one region
where the Congress desper-

ately needed a foothold and
it achieved this with its 'Oper-
ation Akarash'.

The grand old party, which
wrested power from BRS, had
put up an impressive per-
formance in rural Telangana
but failed to win even a sin-
gle seat in Greater Hyder-
abad, a region which sends 24
MLAs.

Despite suffering huge set-
backs in its strongholds, the
BRS had maintained its grip
on Greater Hyderabad, win-
ning 16 seats, while All India
Majlis-E-Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) retained all its seven
seats. The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) held on to its only
seat.

There was an apprehension
among a section of voters in
Greater Hyderabad that a
change of guard may impact
the development in the region

and this was believed to have
prompted them to remain
loyal to BRS.

Analysts say voters may
have thought that the change
of government may impact the
business environment and
the flow of investment as the
KCR-led government claimed
to have laid special emphasis
on the development of the IT
sector and urban infrastruc-
ture in and around the city.

In the 2018 elections, the
Congress had won two seats
(Maheshwaram and LB Nagar)
in Greater Hyderabad but
both the MLAs later defected
to BRS.

Sabitha Indra Reddy, who
was rewarded with a Cabinet
berth, retained Maheshwaram
in the recent elections while
D. Sudhir Reddy was re-elect-
ed from LB Nagar. They were
among over a dozen Con-
gress MLAs who had defect-
ed to BRS in 2019.

It's now the Congress' turn
to pay back. The ruling party
has already succeeded in
poaching nine BRS MLAs and
more are said to be waiting in
the wings.

Revanth faces protests on job issue
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, 14 JULY

Seven months after taking
over, the Congress govern-
ment is facing its first big agi-
tation by unemployed youths.
The BRS which is rapidly
losing ground because of
defections by its MLAs, has
also mounted a heavy attack
on chief minister Revanth
Reddy for failing to fulfil the
promises made in the party’s
manifesto over resolving
unemployment.

Last night, hundreds of job
aspirants from Ashoknagar
and Chikkadpally areas came
out in protest, demanding the
postponement of the District
Selection Committee (DSC)
for teachers’ recruitment
and a deferred time table for
the Group II and Group III
exams of Public Service Com-
mission. They held placards
and raised slogans against the
chief minister and his 
party.

The protests were trig-
gered by the comments made
by chief minister Revanth
Reddy who had cited two or
three individuals observing
that those who are protest-
ing are not even appearing
for the examinations.

He also pointed out nei-

ther the government has
changed the syllabus nor
the way the exam was being
conducted.

Even after the late night
protests, the government
has stuck to its guns of not
postponing exams.

In an attempt to pacify the
section of students who are
demanding postponement
of the teachers’ recruitment
examination deputy chief
minister Mallu Bhatti Vikra-
marka said: “There will be
another DSC notification to
be released soon with anoth-
er 5,000-6,000 vacancies.”

However, the BRS has
taken up the cudgels on
behalf of the protesting stu-
dents. Accusing Mr Reddy and
his government of cheating
the unemployed youths BRS
working president KT Rama
Rao lashed out at Rahul
Gandhi and the chief min-
ister who had addressed the
unemployed youths before
the Assembly elections last
year.

Taking to social media
platform ‘X’ he wrote: “Two
politically unemployed fraud-
sters of Congress provoked
the Telangana youth against
the KCR government by
promising them the moon.
Thanks to the youth, now
those two have cushy jobs.
In the last 7 months neither
was a single job notification
given nor a single job deliv-
ered from the 2 lakh jobs
promised in the first year of
government formation.”

Another BRS leader, T
Harish Rao, also questioned
the move of the Congress gov-
ernment to deal with the
protests with a heavy hand.
He also wondered why the
party which had promised
jobs to the youth before elec-
tions failed to uphold their
promises after coming to
power.

“I vehemently oppose
your policy of silencing them
with fences and restrictions.
Candidates should be invit-
ed to discussions in a con-
structive manner, with regard
for the lives and future of the
unemployed. I urge you to
understand their pain and
demands and to address
them promptly,” said Harish
Rao in his open letter to the
chief minister.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, 
14 JULY 

More than 33 hours after a san-
itation worker swept away
while cleaning the  Amay-
izhanchan canal in Thiru-
vananthapuram, search and
rescue operations are still
continuing

Around 100 personnel
from the state fire and rescue
services and the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) are engaged in the res-
cue operations. Two Bandi-
coot robots, used to clean
clogged drains, are also being
deployed to remove the large
amounts of waste. The feed
from the robot's camera
revealed a massive pile of
plastic and other waste mate-
rial inside the drain, neces-
sitating the removal of the
garbage before continuing
the daunting task.

The sanitation worker, Joy
(42) from Marayamuttom
was swept away at 11 am on
Saturday in the waste-filled
Amayizhanjan canal when
he entered the canal, which
passes through the railway
property under the rails. Even
though other workers accom-

panying him tried to pass
him a rope, he could not hold
onto it. It is suspected that he
got stuck in a garbage pile. It
remains unknown whether he
was trapped or washed away
to another point in the water
stretch. The waste pile which
formed an obstacle inside
the canal has been hindering
the search operations

On Sunday, scuba divers
could only access around 40
metres of the 170-metre tun-
nel underneath the railway
tracks. The huge pile of waste
and poor lighting hindered the
rescue efforts. Efforts were also
being made to access the
drain from the other side of
the canal.  During the search
on Sunday using a robotic
camera inside the tunnel, a
foot-like object was found.  On
verification, the scuba team
confirmed that it was not a

human body parts
The authorities have sought

the services of the Navy also
in the search and safety oper-
ations. State Revenue Minis-
ter K Rajan informed that
the Navy's highly skilled div-
ing team will participate in the
search operations. The team
will reach the capital from
Kochi in the evening.

General  Education Min-
ister V Sivankutty, Mayor Arya
Rajendran, Thiruvanantha-
puram District Collector
Geromic George and other
officials are at the site to over-
see the rescue efforts.

Opposition leader VD
Satheesan  blamed the gov-
ernment for the canal mishap,
saying that it happened due
to the failure of the govern-
ment in carrying out the pre-
monsoon sanitation works in
a time-bound manner.

“When the opposition
pointed out in the assembly
that the government has failed
to carry out the pre-mon-
soon sanitation works, the
Local Self Governance Min-
ister ridiculed us .We would
like to ask the minister what
he was doing all these days,”
Mr Satheesan told media per-
sons in Kochi.

Why is Sharad Pawar holding a
grudge against the OBC community?

OBC LEADER AND NCP MINISTER CHHAGAN BHUJBAL
ASKING HIS FORMER BOSS AND NCP SP CHIEF SHARAD PAWAR 

Thiruvananthapuram canal mishap: No trace
of missing man even as search crossed 33 hours  

Security stepped up in
Hyderabad to prevent further
protests by job aspirants 
AGENCIES 
HYDERABAD, 14 JULY

Police have stepped up secu-
rity at the Ashok Nagar cross-
roads in Hyderabad to pre-
vent any further protest by job
aspirants, demanding the
postponement of District
Selection Committee (DSC)
exams and a deferred
timetable for Group II and
Group III exams.  

Heavy police deployment
was made in the area where
hundreds of job aspirants
staged protests throughout
the intervening night of Sat-
urday and Sunday.

Several police vehicles
were seen patrolling Ashok
Nagar, Chikkadpally, and
surrounding areas. Police
are likely to stop the gather-
ing of protestors by sealing
certain roads.

Saturday night’s protest
had created tension in the
area. Holding placards and
raising slogans against Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy,
the protestors had demand-
ed the postponement of the
exam. The job aspirants
squatted on the road and

chanted slogans against the
Chief Minister and ruling
party. The protest had led to
traffic jams in Ashok Nagar,
RTC Crossroads, Chikkad-
pally and surrounding areas.

The aspirants are demand-
ing postponement of the
exams citing lack of time for
preparation between the
exams. The DSC exams for
recruitment of teachers in gov-
ernment schools are sched-
uled from July 18 to August
5 while the Group II exam is
scheduled for August 7 and
8. It was at Ashok Nagar that
unemployed youth and job
aspirants had held a massive
protest before the Assembly
elections in November last
year after the death of a stu-
dent preparing for a com-
petitive exam, allegedly due
to the postponement of exams
over a paper leak.

The Congress, the BJP
and their affiliated youth
and student organisations
had supported the protest
against then BRS govern-
ment. This time, the BRS
and the BJP are backing the
protest against the Congress
government.

India�s defence exports record over 30-fold quantum leap
AGENCIES 
NEW DELHI, 14 JULY 

India’s defence exports have
recorded a 30-fold quan-
tum leap over the last 10 years
from a mere Rs 686 crore in
the financial year 2013-14 to
a record Rs 21,083 crore in
FY 2023-24, reflecting the
global acceptability of Indi-
an defence products and
technologies.

With exports reaching
more than 85 countries
across Southeast Asia, the
Middle East, Africa and Latin
America, India’s defence
industry has shown its capa-
bility of design and devel-
opment to the world, with
around 100 firms exporting
defence products at present,
a senior official said.

To give a push to defence
exports, the Government
has taken a number of pol-
icy initiatives like ‘Make in

India’ and rolled out eco-
nomic reforms over the last
10 years. Export procedures
have been simplified and
made industry-friendly with
end-to-end online export
authorisation curtailing
delays and bringing Ease
of Doing Business, he added.

Further, the Atmanirbhar
Bharat initiatives have helped
the country by encouraging
indigenous design, devel-
opment and manufacture of
defence equipment in the
country, thereby reducing
dependence on imports in
the long run. A significant

development has been the
emergence of the private
sector as a supplier of defence
equipment with companies
such as Larsen &amp;
Toubro, Tata Advanced Sys-
tems, and Bharat Forge
emerging as major players.

Of the total value of pro-
duction in 2023-24, about
79.2 per cent has been con-
tributed by DPSUs/other
PSUs and 20.8 per cent by
the private sector. The offi-
cial data shows that in terms
of absolute value, both
DPSUs/PSUs and the private
sector have recorded steady

growth in defence produc-
tion. India’s export basket of
defence products includes
missiles, radars, naval sys-
tems, helicopters, and sur-
veillance equipment.

India has made sub-
stantial progress in the
indigenous production of
advanced naval systems that
also cater to the export mar-
ket. 

Advanced platforms like
the INS Vikrant aircraft car-
rier highlight the achieve-
ment in this segment. Fast-
attack naval craft, offshore
patrol vessels, and various
maritime weapon systems
are other products that are
being exported. The export
of BrahMos supersonic cruise
missiles, developed jointly
with Russia, has been anoth-
er major achievement, with
countries like the Philip-
pines purchasing the system
recently.

Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh CMs
discuss cooperation for progress of states
AGENCIES 
MUMBAI, 14 JULY 

Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister N. Chandrababu Naidu
on Sunday met his Maha-
rashtra counterpart Eknath
Shinde at the latter's official
residence 'Varsha', during
which they decided to
strengthen cooperation for the
development of the two states. 

TDP chief Naidu and Shiv
Sena leader Shinde discussed
the political scenario, espe-
cially after the Narendra
Modi-led National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) formed the
government for the record
third term.

Incidentally, Shiv Sena
and TDP are two crucial allies
in the NDA.

The Chief Minister's Office
said, "Both CMs held detailed
discussions on boosting devel-
opment by increasing coop-
eration between the two
states. They discussed a wide
range of issues relating to infra-
structure development, inter-
linking of rivers, allocation of
river water and further increas-

ing the cultural cooperation
between the two states."

Civil Aviation Minister
Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu,
Maharashtra Public Works
Department Minister Dada
Bhuse and Shiv Sena MP and
CM Shinde's son Shrikant
Shinde also attended the
meeting.

A girl holds a Juvara plant as part of a five-day fast festival  �aluna�, in Surat on Sunday. �ANI

GREEN THUMBS

Supreme Court to hear on Monday KCR�s plea seeking stay
on Justice Narasimha Reddy Commission proceedings
AGENCIES 
NEW DELHI, 14 JULY

The Supreme Court is slated
to hear on Monday a plea filed
by former Telangana Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao (KCR) seeking a stay on
all further proceedings of the
Justice L. Narasimha Reddy
Commission constituted by
the Congress government to
inquire into the power pur-
chase agreements made by the
previous BRS government,
and the construction of two
thermal power plants.  

As per the causlist pub-
lished on the website of the
apex court, a bench presided
over by CJI DY Chandrachud
and comprising Justices JB Par-

diwala and Manoj Misra will
take up the matter for hear-
ing on July 15.

Earlier, the Telangana High
Court had dismissed in lim-
ine (at the threshold) the
plea filed by the Bharat Rash-
tra Samithi (BRS) chief seek-
ing directions to declare the
appointment of a one-man
commission to conduct a
judicial enquiry on correct-
ness and propriety of the
decisions taken by the then
government of Telangana on
procurement of power from
Chhattisgarh by TS DISCOMS
and construction of Bhadradri
Thermal Power Plant at
Manuguru and Yadadri Ther-
mal Plant at Damarcherla by
TS GENCO etc as illegal, with-

out jurisdiction, ultra vires the
provisions of the Commissions
of Inquiry Act, 1952 and con-
trary to the provisions of the
Electricity Act, 2003.

In its order passed on July
1, a division bench compris-
ing Chief Justice Alok Arad-
he and Justice Anil Kumar
Jukanti rejected the allegation
of bias that the Commission
was not acting impartially
and that it was constituted due
to political reasons.

Before the Telangana High
Court, the counsel for KCR
contended that the Com-
mission was acting contrary
to the law, claiming that Jus-
tice Narasimha Reddy acted
against Supreme Court orders
by unilaterally conducting a
Press conference to announce
details of the inquiry.

The Commission had
issued notice to KCR seeking
details relating to the power

purchase agreements and
the construction of power
plants. Since he was busy
campaigning for the Lok
Sabha elections, he had sought
more time to respond.

Even before the former
Chief Minister could submit
his reply, Justice Narasimha
Reddy held a Press conference
on June 15 to say that there
were irregularities in the
power purchase agreements
and the construction of power
plants.

In his plea, KCR contend-
ed that the Enquiry Com-
mission was illegal, arbitrary,
contrary to principles of nat-
ural justice and violative of
Articles 14 and 21 of the Con-
stitution of India.

The encounter took
place when a police
team took him to a
hideout along the
Madhavaram lakeside
to recover the
weapons used in the
murder of Armstrong

Delhi hospital shooting: A

patient was shot dead in De-

lhi's Guru Teg Bahadur Hospi-

tal on Sunday around 4:20

p.m. Police identified the de-

ceased as Riyazuddin, a resi-

dent of Khajuri Khas. ANI

e-Tender Notice
Tender has been floated
for 62 nos of schemes
under Kazigram Gram
Panchayat, Malda vide NIT
NO 01 (e)/KGP/2024-25
Date 12.07.24 circulated
memo no 163/KGP/24
Dated 12.07.24 intending
contractors are requested
to visit www.malda.gov.in
or office of the under
signed.

Sd/-
Prodhan

Kazigram Gram Panchayat
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Cong appoints Gaurav Gogoi
as party's Deputy leader in LS
Party appointed eight-time MP Kodikunnil Suresh as chief whip in the Lok Sabha

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 14 JULY

T
he Congress has
appointed Gaurav
Gogoi as the party's
Deputy Leader in the

Lok Sabha, AICC general
secretary organisation K C
Venugopal announced on
Sunday.

The Congress has also
appointed eight-time MP
from Mavelikara in Kerala,
Kodikunnil Suresh as the
party's chief whip in the
Lok Sabha, while Virudhu-
nagar MP Manickam Tagore
and Kishanganj MP Md
Jawaid will be the party's
whips in the House.

"Hon'ble CPP Chairper-
son Smt Sonia Gandhi ji
has written to the Hon'ble
Lok Sabha Speaker inform-
ing him about the appoint-
ment of the Deputy Leader,
Chief Whip, and two Whips
for the Congress Party in the
Lok Sabha. Deputy Leader
- Shri Gaurav Gogoi, Chief
Whip - Shri Kodikunnil, and

Whips - Shri Manickam
Tagore and Md Jawaid,"
Venugopal said in a post
on X, congratulating the
new appointees.

In the post, the Congress
General Secretary further
said the party will "cham-
pion" the public's concerns
in the lower house of Par-
liament.

"Guided by LoP Shri
Rahul Gandhi ji, the Congress

and INDIA parties will ener-
getically champion the peo-
ple's causes in the Lok
Sabha," the Alappuzha MP
said.

Last month, Rahul Gand-
hi was appointed Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha by the Congress.

The government on July
6 had announced the dates
of the budget session of Par-
liament which will start on

July 22 and conclude on
August 12.

In a post on X on last Sat-
urday, Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju said:
“Hon’ble President of India,
on the recommendation of
Government of India, has
approved the proposal for
summoning of both the
Houses of Parliament for
the Budget Session, 2024
from 22nd July, 2024 to 12
August, 2024 (Subject to exi-
gencies of Parliamentary
Business). Union Budget,
2024-25 will be presented in
Lok Sabha on 23 July, 2024.”

Media will have big role in making
India developed, says PM Modi
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 14 JULY

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Saturday said the media is
not just a mute witness of
conditions in the country;
media people can play an
important role in changing the
conditions, and therefore will
have a big role in making
India developed in the next 25
years.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating INS Towers, the Indi-
an Newspaper Society Secre-
tariat, in Mumbai. Maha-
rashtra Governor Ramesh
Bais, Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde, Deputy Chief Minis-
ters Devendra Fadnavis and
Ajit Pawar and INS president
Rakesh Sharma were pres-
ent.

The Prime Minister said the
media has an important role
in creating discourse in the
country and making people
aware of their duties, and get
involved with national cam-
paigns for their benefits to the
country.

India at present is passing
through such a time-span
when its journey in the next
25 years will be important, he
said. “In these 25 years, if

India is to become developed,
the role of newspapers and
journals will be big,” he said.

“Media keeps people aware,
and makes them know their
rights and tells them about their
capacity. If people in a coun-
try get confidence about their
capacity, they climb new
heights of success. This is
what is happening in India
today,” he said.

Giving an example, he said,
there was a time when lead-
ers used to say digital trans-
actions are not possible for Indi-
ans. They said things of mod-
ern technology will be difficult
to adopt for Indians. But the
whole world is today watch-
ing Indians’ adaptability and
capacity.

“Today India is breaking
records in digital transactions;
India’s UPI has increased ease

of living and made financial
transfers easy. Indians living
in the Gulf are sending remit-
tances and at much cheaper
expense. The digital revolution
is responsible for this,” he
said.

The Prime Minister said
people in major countries
want to learn from India about
its digital technology and
implementation model. “This
big success is not just of the
government, the media has an
equal role in this and media
deserves congratulations for
that,” Mr Modi said.

The Prime Minister said the
media has a natural role in cre-
ating discourse, focusing on
serious issues. The govern-
ments at one time took deci-
sions keeping in view electoral
gains or losses while making
policies.

“Our government has
changed this thinking. Decades
back, banks were nationalised,
but the reality after that was
till 2014, there were 40-50
crore poor in the country who
did not have bank accounts,”
he said. There was a difference
between what was said at the
time of the nationalization
and in what was the scene in
2014.

Middle class bearing more weight of heavy taxation
than corporates: Jairam Ramesh attacks Centre
AGENCIES 
NEW DELHI, 14 JULY

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh targeted the Bharatiya
Janata Party-led Centre on
Sunday, over the recent tax col-
lection data, and said that indi-
viduals are paying more tax
than companies, and the
middle class is bearing the
weight of heavy taxation while
Rs 2 lakh crore has been put
in "pockets of billionaires"
due to slashing of corporate
taxes.

He highlighted that income
tax collection stood at Rs 3.61
lakh crores and gross corpo-
rate tax collections were Rs 2.65
lakh crores, from April 1 to July
1, 2024.

Taking to social media
platform X, Jairam Ramesh said,
"As we head towards the Bud-
get on July 23rd, data has just

been released that gross per-
sonal income tax collections
amounted to Rs 3.61 lakh
crores during April 1-July 1 2024
while gross corporate tax col-
lections were Rs 2.65 lakh
crores. This reconfirms and re-
establishes the point we have
been making for quite some
time--that individuals are pay-
ing more tax than compa-
nies."The Congress general
secretary further highlighted
that during former Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh's tenure,
personal income tax was 21 per

cent of total tax collection, while
today it has risen to 28 per cent,
while corporate tax on com-
panies has fallen from 35 per
cent to 26 per cent.

He also criticised the 2019
move of the Centre to reduce
corporate tax rates and said that
it didn't trigger private invest-
ment as was being anticipat-
ed, instead private invest-
ment has fallen from 35 per cent
under UPA rule to under 29 per
cent today. "When Dr. Man-
mohan Singh left office, per-
sonal income tax was 21% of
total tax collections, while
corporate tax was 35%. Today,
the share of corporate taxes out
of total tax collection has
dropped sharply to its lowest
level in a decade, at just 26%.
Meanwhile, the share of per-
sonal income tax in total tax
collection has shot up to
28%," Ramesh said.

Emergency was a mistake, it was accepted by Indira Gandhi: P Chidambaram
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 14 JULY 

Senior Congress leader and
Rajya Sabha MP P Chi-
dambaram highlighted that
the emergency was a mistake
and that it was accepted by
then Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi after the Centre led
by the National Democrat-
ic Alliance (NDA), announced
to obser ve June 25 as
'Samvidhan Hatya Diwas'
to mark the 50th anniversary
of Emergency.

In an exclusive inter-
view with ANI,  P Chi-
dambaram said, "Why is the
BJP not going back to the 18th
or 17th century? 75 percent
of the Indians living today
were born after 1975. Emer-
gency was a mistake and it
was accepted by Indira Gand-
hi. We have amended the
Constitution so that an emer-
gency cannot be imposed so
easily."

He further asked what's
the point of debating over the

rights and wrongs of the
emergency 50 years later,
while stressing that 'lessons
have been learned from the
past'.

"What is the point of
debating the rights and
wrongs of the emergency
50 years later? The BJP must
forget the past. We have
learned the lessons from
the past," he said.

Earlier this month, the

central government, led by
the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA), announced
to observe 'Samvidhan Hatya
Diwas' to mark the anniver-
sary of the emergency. The
decision has triggered a
backlash, with opposition
parties targeting Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's gov-
ernment.

Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge said in

a post on 'X' on Friday, "In
the last 10 years, your gov-
ernment has celebrated
"Constitution Murder Day"
every day. You have snatched
away the self-respect of every
poor and deprived section
of the countr y ever y
moment."

Reacting to the Cen-
tre's announcement, the
ruling Trinamool Congress
leader Kunal Ghosh said at

a press conference that the
BJP is trying to divert atten-
tion from its anti-people
policy.

"She has been criticised.
Indira Gandhi lost once and
she came back to power as
the Prime Minister. 

So that chapter was just
one page of history and years
later, the BJP is trying to
divert attention from its
anti-people policy, disas-
ters and the bad condition
of the country, they are try-
ing to play this old card,"
Ghosh said.

The Emergency of 1975
in India stands as a stark
chapter in the nation's his-
tory, marked by widespread
political turmoil and civil lib-
erties suppression. Declared
by then-Prime Minister Indi-
ra Gandhi, the Emergency
saw the suspension of fun-
damental rights and the
imposition of strict censor-
ship, aiming to quell polit-
ical dissent and maintain
order. 

IAF launches Kargil �Vijay Diwas� celebrations
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 14 JULY

To commemorate 25 years of
Kargil victory, the Indian Air
Force is currently celebrating
'Kargil Vijay Diwas Rajat Jayan-
ti' at the Air Force Station
Sarsawa, honouring the brave
hearts who made the supreme
sacrifice for the nation.

The 152 Helicopter Unit,
'The Mighty Armour', of Air
Force Station Sarsawa played
a key role during Operation
Safed Sagar. On 28 May 1999,
Sqn Ldr R Pundir, Flt Lt S
Muhilan, Sgt PVNR Prasad
and Sgt RK Sahu of 152 HU
were tasked to fly as 'Nubra'
formation for a live strike
against enemy positions at
Tololing.

After successfully pressing
home the attack, their heli-
copter was hit by an enemy
Stinger Missile during the
breakaway, leading to the loss
of four precious lives. For this
act of exceptional courage, they

were awarded the Vayu Sena
Medal (Gallantry), posthu-
mously. Their supreme sacrifice
ensured that their names for-
ever remain etched in the
annals of history of IAF.

The Ministry of Defence
said the IAF has a proud lega-
cy of courage and sacrifice by
its gallant air warriors who
fought valiantly in the Kargil
War, which was indeed a mile-
stone in the history of military
aviation. IAF operations in the

Kargil War (Op Safed Sagar) are
a testament to IAF's ability to
overcome insurmountable
challenges posed by the steep
gradient and dizzying alti-
tudes of above 16000 ft, that
posed unique operational dif-
ficulties in targeting the enemy.

The swift technical mod-
ifications and training held IAF
in good stead in its employ-
ment of air power to win this
war fought at the highest bat-
tlefield of the world. Overall,

IAF flew around 5000 strike
missions, 350 reconnaissance/
ELINT missions, and around
800 escort flights. The IAF
also flew over 2000 helicop-
ter sorties towards casualty
evacuations and air trans-
port operations.

On Saturday, Chief of the
Air Staff Air Chief Marshal V
R Chaudhari, laid a wreath
along with senior dignitaries,
families of brave hearts, vet-
erans and serving IAF officers,

at the Station War Memorial
as a tribute to all air warriors
who laid down their lives in
service of the nation. The
CAS felicitated and interact-
ed with the next of kin dur-
ing the event.

A spectacular air show was
organised that included a dis-
play by the Akash Ganga Team
and aerial displays by Jaguar,
Su-30Mki and Rafale fighter
aircraft. A "Missing Man for-
mation" was flown by Mi-17
V5 in memory of the fallen
heroes.      

A static display of IAF hel-
icopters viz Mi-17 V5, Chee-
tah, Chinook was also organ-
ised along with performanc-
es by the Air Warrior Drill
Team and the Air Force Band.

The event was witnessed
by over 5000 spectators, includ-
ing school children, residents
of Saharanpur area, veter-
ans, civil dignitaries and per-
sonnel of Defence Forces
establishments from Roor-
kee, Dehradun and Ambala. 

UP govt acted swiftly to

check losses due to floods:

The Uttar Pradesh's pre-

monsoon preparations have

successfully averted major

losses from flooding,

demonstrating foresight

and effective planning.

These efforts in highly sensi-

tive areas and sensitive

areas have resulted in the

relocation of over 11,962

individuals to safer locations

in the last 10 days, ultimate-

ly saving countless lives dur-

ing this critical period, said a

government spokesman.

The Yogi government had

initiated flood preparations

well ahead of the monsoon's

arrival in the state. IANS

J&K youth jumps into

Chenab, body found in Pak-

istan: The body of a youth

who reportedly ended his

life by jumping into river

Chenab in Akhnoor area of

Jammu district, was recov-

ered in Pakistan. His family

sought the Prime Minis-

ter�s intervention to bring

back his body, as per

reports. Officials said that a

youth named Harash Nago-

tra went missing on June

11 while his motorcycle

was found on the banks of

the Chenab in Akhnoor. IANS

THUMBNAILS

Nearly 3 lakh devotees perform
Amarnath Yatra in 15 days
AGENCIES 
JAMMU, 14 JULY

During the last 15 days since
it started on June 29, nearly
three lakh devotees performed
Amarnath Yatra as another
batch of 4,889 enthusiastic pil-
grims left for Kashmir valley
on Sunday.

Shri Amarnathji Shrine
Board (SASB) officials said
nearly three lakh devotees
had ‘Darshan’ inside the holy
cave during the last 15 days
while 4,889 Yatris left Bhagwati
Nagar Yatri Niwas in two
escorted convoys for the Val-
ley today morning. Of these,
the first escorted convoy car-
rying 1,896 pilgrims in 78
vehicles left at 3.05 a.m. for
north Kashmir's Baltal base
camp.Second escorted con-
voy carrying 2993 pilgrims in
105 vehicles left at 3.55 a.m.
for south Kashmir's Nunwan
(Pahalgam) base camp. The
cave shrine houses an ice sta-

lagmite structure that wanes
and waxes with the phases of
the moon. Devotees believe
that this ice stalagmite struc-
ture symbolises mythical pow-
ers of Lord Shiva. The cave is
situated at an altitude of 3,888
metres above the sea-level in
Kashmir Himalayas. Devo-
tees approach the cave shrine
either from the traditional
south Kashmir Pahalgam
route or the north Kashmir Bal-
tal route. The Pahalgam-Cave
shrine axis is 48 km long and
it takes Yatris 4-5 days to reach
the shrine. The Baltal-Cave
shrine axis is 14 Km long and
it takes one day for the pilgrims
to have ‘Darshan’ and reach
back to the base camp. 4,434
Yatris left Bhagwati Nagar
Yatri Niwas in Jammu in two
escorted convoys for the Val-
ley on Sunday. This year’s
Yatra will conclude after 52 days
on August 29 coinciding with
Shravan Purnima and Raksha
Bandhan.

KOLKATA, MONDAY 15 JULY 2024 05There are different situations. In a democracy, the decision
lies with the people. The results need to be reviewed

CHHATTISGARH CHIEF MINISTER VISHNU DEO SAI
AT A PRESS BRIEF

Muslim Board to challenge Uttarakhand's UCC law, Supreme
Court's verdict allowing divorced women to claim maintenance
AGENCIES 
NEW DELHI, 14 JULY

The All India Muslim Person-
al Law Board on Sunday said
that they will challenge the
Supreme Court latest verdict,
allowing divorced women to
claim maintenance after the
period of "Iddat". The board
will also challenge the Uniform
Civil Code (UCC) law passed
in Uttarakhand.

The All India Muslim Per-
sonal Law Board held a work-
ing committee meeting today
in which various issues were
discussed.

Syed Qasim Rasool Ilyas,
spokesperson for the board,
stated that in the meeting,
they have approved eight res-
olutions.

"The first resolution was
about the recent Supreme
Court judgement. This deci-

sion conflicts with Sharia law.
The resolution states that mar-
riage in Islam is considered a
sacred bond. Islam makes
every effort to prevent divorce.
The Supreme Court's deci-
sion claims to be in the "inter-
est of women", but from the
perspective of marriage, this
decision will become prob-
lematic for women. If a man
has to provide maintenance
even after divorce, why would

he divorce? And if bitterness
has developed in the rela-
tionship, who will suffer from
it? We will consult with the legal
committee to work on how this
decision can be rolled back,"
Ilyas said.

The Supreme Court on July
10 ruled that Section 125 Code
of Criminal Procedure (CrPC)
applied to all married women
including Muslim married
women and they can claim

maintenance from their hus-
bands under these provisions.

The top court also echoed
that time has come for Indi-
an men to recognise the role
and sacrifice of 'homemakers'
who are strength and backbone
of an Indian family and they
must provide financial support
to her by having having joint
accounts and ATMs

A bench of justices BV
Nagarathna and Augustine
George Masih ruled that Sec-
tion 125 CrPC, which deals with
wife's legal right to mainte-
nance, is applicable to all
women and divorced muslim
female can claim mainte-
nance from her husband under
it.  

Speaking on the UCC, Syed
Qasim Ilyas said that their
legal committee is working on
the process to challenge the
UCC law in Uttarakhand.

Eyeing Assembly poll, Ajit Pawar
discusses seat-sharing with  Amit Shah
AGENCIES
MUMBAI, 14 JULY

Buoyed by the victory of its two
candidates in the biennial
election to the Maharashtra
Legislative Council held on Fri-
day, Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) president and Deputy
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar on
Saturday met Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and dis-
cussed a range of issues includ-
ing crucial seat-sharing among
the MahaYuti partners for the
upcoming assembly election,
a road map to further strength-
en the alliance to take on the
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
and the crop loan waiver for
farmers. 

Confirming Pawar’s meet-
ing with Shah, sources from
NCP on Sunday said, “It is very
clear that MahaYuti will togeth-
er contest the ensuing assem-
bly election in Maharashtra with
full force and strength with a

sole objective of retaining the
power. Shah has ruled out the
possibility of the BJP going solo
or severing links with the NCP
or with Shiv Sena. A veteran
BJP leader and Union home
minister also clarified that the
BJP will give due justice to the
allies including Shiv Sena and
NCP in the seat-sharing with
winnability as the leading cri-
teria.” The sources added that
MahaYuti’s victory over nine
seats in the state council elec-
tion has boosted the morale
of its party workers, especial-
ly after the dismal performance
in the Lok Sabha elections.

The timing of Pawar’s meet-

ing is crucial as Chief Minis-
ter Eknath Shinde had report-
edly held a similar meeting with
Shah a fortnight ago. Shinde,
who will lead the MahaYuti in
the upcoming assembly elec-
tion, has been calling the shots
after he won seven of the 15
seats fought in the Lok Sabha
elections.

Shinde is believed to have
conveyed to the BJP that Shiv
Sena is keen to contest 100 seats
in the Assembly election.
Shinde’s proposal came after
pressures mounted on the
BJP from the cadres to not con-
test less than 150 seats con-
sidering its victory on 106
seats in the 2009 assembly elec-
tions. Against this backdrop,
Pawar’s meeting was all the
more significant as the NCP
has been repeatedly remind-
ing the BJP that it was prom-
ised 90 Assembly seats when
it joined MahaYuti in July
2022. 

World record
tree plantation
attempt in
MP�s Indore

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, 14 JULY

People from all walks of life
participated enthusiastical-
ly and planted saplings in a
bid to plant 11 lakh trees in
a day at Indore in Madhya
Pradesh on Sunday and cre-
ate a world record.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah also planted a
sapling in the drive at the
Rewati firing range ground
of the Border Security Force
(BSF). “Today is a special
day, when the people of
Indore are going to create a
world record by planting 11
lakh saplings,” Mr Shah said
through social media.

The world record attempt
is part of the 'Ek Ped Maa Ke
Naam' campaign launched
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on 5 June to mark
World Environment Day.
Under the drive, around 140
crore trees would be plant-
ed across the country, includ-
ing 5.5 crore in Madhya
Pradesh.

Indore Mayor Pushyami-
tra Bhargava said that seven
lakh of the 11 lakh saplings
had been planted by after-
noon. ‘Guinness Book Of
World Records’ Consultant
Nischal Barot and a team of
more than 300 volunteers
were present at Indore using
an app for counting the
number of trees being plant-
ed. Barot said that the actu-
al number of trees planted
would be known in a few days.

The previous world record
is in the name of Assam,
where 9.26 lakh saplings
were planted in 24 hours.

The Congress General
Secretary K C Venu-
gopal  said the party
will "champion" the
public's concerns in
the lower house of
Parliament in a post
on microblogging site
X congratulating the
new appointees.



C M Y K

Since no early end to the
Ukraine crisis seems to be
on the horizon, and the
divisions between US

allies and other countries are
unlikely to go away so soon,
Vietnam shall be faced with the
difficult task of navigating its
foreign policy in order not to
unduly provoke either China or
Russia by siding with either. 

It needs therefore to craft a
foreign policy that is both firm
and flexible at the same time. It
is not a question of “with us or
against us” as was the case of the
US when it was waging its “war
on terror”. That strategy cannot
be applied in the Southeast
Asian context.

Moreover, despite so much
of emphasis on Asean centrality,
there are a host of issues in whi-
ch not every member of the bloc
are on the same page. Differen-
ces do exist; yet Asean has earn-
ed the reputation of being one
of the most successful regional
organisations. 

Even in the Ukraine con-
flict, sharp divisions were visible
at the recent peace summit in
Switzerland. Hanoi need not
unduly worry that its cosiness
with Moscow would affect intra-
Asean relations.         

Hanoi is of course aware
that the US with which it is bal-
ancing ties was not too pleased
that Vietnam welcomed Putin.
The core reason for US displeas-
ure against Russia was its mili-
tary operation in Ukraine. 

Washington still continues
to stick to its old policy of “with
us or against us”, which is why
the US embassy in Hanoi rebuk-
ed the leadership in Vietnam
saying that by welcoming Putin,
Hanoi was laying a platform for
the Russian leader to legitimise
the war and allowing him to
normalise his atrocities. 

However, given the manner
in which Hanoi has crafted its
foreign policy, it is capable of
balancing its relations with all
the three major powers ~ the US,
Russia and China ~ and see that
this strategy suits its foreign pol-

icy goals.
Among the major highlights

of Putin’s Vietnam visit was his
call for a “New Security Archi-
tecture” for Asia based on not
using force and peacefully set-
tling disputes with no room for
“closed military-political blocs”.
Putin signed 11 public agreem-
ents and memoranda of under-
standing with his Vietnamese
counterpart To Lam. 

Some other
deals, details of
which were not
revealed, were also
struck. The agree-
ments centred on
energy, education,
science and techn-
ology. Both sides
also agreed to
work on a road-
map for a nuclear
science and tech-
nology centre in
Vietnam. All these
sectors have come
under Western sa-
nctions because of
Russia’s military
operation in Ukraine.

These agreements under-
lined Moscow’s pivot to Asia
after the West imposed sanc-
tions over the conflict in Ukra-
ine. Wrapping up his trip, Putin
accused the Nato military alli-
ance of creating a security threat
for Russia in Asia. 

The 11 pacts signed in
Hanoi were not on the same
level as the landmark mutual
defence agreement in North
Korea. Understandably, the US
was displeased by Hanoi’s sup-
port to Putin.   

Thus it transpired that both
nations firmly committed them-
selves to deepening the compre-
hensive strategic partnership. In
particular, Lam’s remarks that
Putin has contributed to global
“peace, stability, and develop-
ment” must not have been mu-
sic to US President Joe Biden’s
ears. Like India, Vietnam has re-
mained neutral on Putin’s inter-
vention in Ukraine. 

It was Putin’s first trip to

Vietnam since 2017. Putin also
met with Vietnamese Commu-
nist Party General-Secretary
Nguyen Phu Trong and Prime
Minister Pham Minh Chinh. 

Because the US has been
working to strengthen and build
partnerships in the Indo-Pacif-
ic, including with Vietnam,
Hanoi runs the risk of inviting
Washington’s wrath now. 

The US and its allies who
treat the Russian
leader as a pariah,
protested and said
he should not have
been given a stage
on which to def-
end his role in wa-
ging war in Ukrai-
ne. How Hanoi is
going to balance
its ties with Wash-
ington and Mos-
cow remains to be
seen.

Biden quickly
dispatched Assis-
tant Secretary of
State and former
ambassador to

Vietnam Daniel Kritenbrink to
Hanoi to read its foreign policy
closely and also stress Washing-
ton’s commitments to working
with it to ensure a free and
open Indo-Pacific. Kritenbrink
reaffirmed “US support for a
strong, independent, resilient,
and prosperous Vietnam” dur-
ing the visit. 

The upgraded partnership
between the US and Vietnam
does not mean that Vietnam will
sever ties with Russia or China.
Hanoi is capable of the statecraft
needed to conduct its foreign
policy. Like any sovereign state,
Vietnam too has the right to
decide on its priorities.

The manner in which Putin
was received in Hanoi proved to
be a public relations achieve-
ment. His triumphal reception
in Hanoi marked a counterpoint
to Russia’s recent setback and
salvaged some of the prestige it
had lost. 

The visit of Indian Prime
Minister Modi soon after has

helped restore Putin’s global
stature. His public relations blitz
was helped by Vietnam, unlike
North Korea, which has unfrie-
ndly relations with the US and
its allies. 

Unlike North Korea, Viet-
nam is an important player in
the global economy, not some
comically evil pariah state like
North Korea. Putin has an out-
standing International Criminal
Court arrest warrant against him
over alleged war crimes in
Ukraine. He denies the charges.
Neither Russia nor Vietnam is a
member of the ICC.         

In the military ceremony,
Putin was embraced by both
Lam and Chinh (President and
Prime Minister), the kind of
greeting reserved for the highest
heads of state and rolled out
when US President Biden and
Chinese President Xi Jinping vis-
ited Vietnam in 2023. 

For Vietnam, the US is an
important partner now. The two
upgraded diplomatic relations
in 2023. The US is Vietnam’s top
export market. 

Like India’s all-weather frie-
ndship with Russia that is time-
tested, Vietnam too has a shared
history with Russia. Unlike
India-Russia relations, Vietnam
and Russia have a shared Com-
munist history. Tens of thou-
sands of Vietnamese cadres,
including current members of
the Politburo have trained in the
former Soviet Union.

It transpires therefore that
by welcoming Putin, Hanoi was
not proving to be anti-Western.
It has learnt from history that it
is always better to remain neu-
tral on issues that could drift the
country into controversy if it
takes a position. 

Vietnam wants to be friends
with everyone, but is against
entering into a formal alliance
with anyone. Welcoming Putin
warmly despite the West’s views
on Russia does not negatively
impact in any way Vietnam’s
international standing.   

(Concluded)

This year’s World Population
Day's theme, “Embracing the
Power of Inclusive Data tow-
ards a Resilient and Equitable

Future for All,” underscores the vital
role of data in development. Despite
this focus, significant data gaps persist
in Bangladesh, including issues related
to quality, coverage, and ethics. This is
common in many low and middle-
income countries (LMICs), although
some are now making faster progress
towards ensuring comprehensive,
high-quality data.

The data gaps in Bangladesh are
evident in its inability to provide statis-
tics on many ongoing issues. For inst-
ance, the country cannot present its
progress on many Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs) by 2030, despite
being only six years away. According to
the Bangladesh government’s SDG
tracker, only 38 percent of the 248 SDG
indicators have comprehensive and
reliable data, 31 percent are in prog-
ress, and 32 percent are unavailable.
Most available data come from govern-
ment organisations and development
partners, often using proxy data to
measure progress of indicators. Data
availability also varies across specific
SDGs, with some issues more prone to
data gaps, while better quality data are
available for long-standing communi-
ty-level indicators. 

For instance, the country faces
ongoing climate-induced disasters
affecting health and the environment,
but relevant data are mostly lacking or
less usable, being based on specific
community experiences rather than

nationwide. While, SDG 3 (health and
well-being) has better coverage, with
updated data for 64 percent of its 28
indicators, around 33 percent of indi-
cators for SDG 5 (gender equality),
SDG 10 (reduced inequalities), and
SDG15 (life on land) have no data,
despite these being major concerns for
Bangladesh.

Most data in Bangladesh lack
comprehensive respondent character-
istics, such as income, gender, age,
race, ethnicity, migratory status, dis-
ability, and geographic location, which
hinders thorough analysis. Additional-
ly, outdated surveys, like the 2015 Vio-
lence Against Women (VAW) survey,
are still used to measure progress on
SDG 5, despite significant changes in
gender equality over the past decade. 

It is worth mentioning that other
countries have had similar experiences
of depending on quite old VAW sur-
veys, which are typically conducted
every ten years to capture differences.
Bangladesh’s reliance on globally rep-
resentative surveys, such as the
Demographic and Health Survey and
the Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey,
also poses issues. 

These surveys' standardised ques-
tionnaires and approaches are often
not sufficiently adapted to local con-
texts. While they enable international
comparisons, they can produce mis-
leading figures that hinder accurate
tracking of Bangladesh’s progress. For
instance, independent research has
identified significant undercounting of
unintended pregnancies and overesti-
mation of the poorest socio-economic
quintile due to these surveys’ failure to
account for Bangladesh’s unique cul-
tural factors regarding pregnancy in-
tention and living patterns.

The government of Bangladesh
collects data primarily through the
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS)
and ministry-level initiatives. While
BBS produces relatively better data,
ministry-level data often have signifi-
cant limitations and lack interlinkage
with related issues. 

Incorporating and directly descended
from THE FRIEND OF INDIA - Founded 1818
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Subcontracting Paradox

The informal economy in India, a critical source of
livelihood for the vast majority of the workforce,
presents a paradoxical challenge. While subcontrac-

ting between larger formal enterprises and informal ones
has been hailed as a pathway for growth and transition
into the formal sector, recent insights reveal a starkly dif-
ferent reality. Subcontracting, in theory, should empower
informal enterprises by providing market access, credit,
technology transfer, and entrepreneurial development.
However, data from 2001 to 2016 shows that less than 30
per cent of informal enterprises engage in such linkages,
with a notable decline in urban areas. This raises critical
questions about the true efficacy of subcontracting in
fostering substantial economic growth and development
within the informal sector. The financial dynamics within
these subcontracted enterprises further underscore the
challenges. Despite the promise of growth, subcontracted
enterprises tend to have significantly lower accumula-
tion funds compared to their non-subcontracted coun-
terparts. Over a 15-year period, the disparity has widened,
with non-subcontracted enterprises accumulating nearly
three times more resources by 2015-16. This stagnation
suggests that subcontracting, rather than being a catalyst
for growth, may actually be limiting the financial potential
of these informal enterprises. One of the key reasons
behind this stagnation is the nature of subcontracting
relationships. The majority of subcontracted enterprises
operate under a traditional ‘putting-out’ system, where
the parent firm controls essential aspects of production
while the subcontracted enterprise remains formally
independent. These enterprises receive raw materials and
design specifications from the parent firm and supply
their entire output back to it. This arrangement strips the
subcontracted enterprises of autonomy and limits their
opportunities for innovation and growth. Such a system
not only curtails the potential for these enterprises to
evolve but also perpetuates a cycle of dependence and
low productivity. The parent firms effectively utilise these
subcontracted enterprises as cost-saving appendages,
providing minimal technology transfer and keeping the
subcontracted units at a subsistence level. This dynamic
is particularly detrimental to women-headed and house-
hold-based enterprises, which are disproportionately rep-
resented in these put-out relationships due to socio-eco-
nomic constraints. The impact on women-owned enter-
prises is particularly concerning. Women entrepreneurs in
the informal sector, already facing significant barriers to
credit and market access, are more likely to enter put-
out subcontracting relationships. While these relation-
ships offer assured demand for their products, they also
ensure that these enterprises remain at the lowest rung of
the economic ladder, with the least potential for growth
and transition into the formal sector. This situation calls
for a re-evaluation of the role of subcontracting in the
informal economy. Rather than being seen as a straight-
forward pathway to growth, subcontracting must be crit-
ically assessed for its potential to perpetuate inequality
and dependence. Policy interventions should focus on
creating more equitable and dynamic subcontracting
relationships that genuinely empower informal enter-
prises, particularly those led by women. Only then can the
informal economy realise its full potential as a driver of
inclusive economic growth.

Trade Shift

Nepal's trade dynamics have experienced a notable
shift in recent months, reflecting broader econo-
mic and geopolitical trends in the region. The lat-

est data reveals that Nepal’s imports from China have
surged by an impressive 34.8 per cent in the first eleven
months of the Himalayan country’s current fiscal year,
ending mid-June, while imports from India have decre-
ased by 3.1 per cent during the same period. This shift is
more than just a statistical anomaly; it signifies a deeper
realignment in Nepal’s economic orientation and strate-
gic partnerships. The surge in imports from China can
be largely attributed to the significant increase in the en-
try of electric vehicles (EVs) into the Nepalese market. In
the current fiscal year, Nepal imported 7,931 EVs worth
Nepalese Rs 21.83 billion from China, a substantial jump
from 1,269 EVs worth Nepalese Rs 3.75 billion in the same
period last year. This rise underscores a growing prefer-
ence for Chinese technology and products, driven by
competitive pricing, advancements in technology, and a
strong push from Chinese manufacturers to expand their
footprint in South Asia. On the other hand, the decline in
imports from India can be linked to the export curbs im-
posed by India on food products. These restrictions have
compelled Nepal to seek alternative suppliers, once again
inadvertently boosting Chinese exports. This shift is a
reflection of how trade policies and geopolitical decisions
can have cascading effects on bilateral trade relation-
ships. While India continues to hold a significant share of
Nepal’s imports, accounting for 65.5 per cent, the increas-
ing share of China, now at 18.8 per cent, cannot be ignor-
ed. This trend suggests that Nepal is diversifying its trade
portfolio, reducing its heavy reliance on India, and em-
bracing a more balanced approach to international trade.
Such diversification is crucial for Nepal's economic resi-
lience, especially in a region prone to geopolitical tensio-
ns and economic volatility. This realignment in trade pat-
terns also reflects the broader strategic interests of Nepal.
As a landlocked country, Nepal has long relied on its
immediate neighbours for trade and economic support.
However, in recent years, there has been a conscious eff-
ort by Nepali policymakers to broaden their horizons and
engage with a wider array of international partners. The
increased imports from China are a testament to this stra-
tegy, signaling Nepal's intent to forge stronger economic
ties with the world’s second-largest economy. Moreover,
the rising imports from China could also be seen as part
of China's broader Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), which
aims to enhance connectivity and economic cooperation
across Asia and beyond. By integrating more deeply with
the Chinese economy, Nepal stands to benefit from
improved infrastructure, increased investment, and en-
hanced trade opportunities. However, this shift is not
without its challenges. Increasing dependence on Chi-
nese imports could expose Nepal to economic risks asso-
ciated with over-reliance on a single country. At the same
time, Indian policy makers and diplomats would be well
advised to keep a close watch on trade relations.

Putin in Vietnam~II
Vol. CXXXXXVIII  166

It was Putin�s first trip to Vietnam since 2017. Putin also met with Vietnamese Communist

Party General-Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong and Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh. Because

the US has been working to strengthen and build partnerships in the Indo-Pacific, including

with Vietnam, Hanoi runs the risk of inviting Washington�s wrath now. The US and its

allies, who treat the Russian leader as a pariah, protested and said he should not have

been given a stage on which to defend his role in waging war in Ukraine. How Hanoi is

going to balance its ties with Washington and Moscow remains to be seen.

editor@thestatesman.com

SIR,  The Perspective article, “Let-
ting our professors just profess
ideas” by Abhisek Karmakar (10
July) is apt, timely and thought
provoking. Being a professor him-
self, the author empathizes with
the “plunder of human resources
in the colleges and universities of
the country”. 

I too empathize with the
author. Instead of the job for
which a professor is recruited he
has to do many such jobs for whi-
ch (s)he is not qualified or suit-
able. It is akin to asking a fish to
climb a tree. He will get demoral-
ized to such an extent that he will
lose all his confidence.  

I have experienced in the dis-
cipline of Veterinary Science that
the curriculum is unrealistic, vast
and largely not purposeful. It
does not even help one to be-
come a “Jack of all trades master
of none”, le0t alone master of one
trade. 

There is a dearth of good
textbooks. Whatever textbooks
are available are largely not up to

the mark devoid of summary,
glossary and model questions
essential for a textbook.

Instead of focusing on teach-
ing-learning and writing text-
books for the changing syllabus,
professors are encouraged and
forced to do non-teaching jobs,
undertake research and carry out
extension activities without fol-
lowing the programme planning
process, conduct training without
evaluation, and so on which do
nothing but add to the bio-data
for individual promotion and
institutional ranking wasting
human resources, time and colos-
sal money. 

Consequently, the socio-eco-
nomic status quo is maintained.
The professors too lack the spirit
and zeal of academicians to a
large extent. Filling up annual
performance appraisal reports or
annual confidential reports and
applications for promotion con-
sumes a large amount of time and
energy neglecting teaching and
learning. 

Instead of downloading
numerous Apps for registering
the beneficiaries of the develop-
ment programmes (e.g. veteri-
nary surgeon), preparing a num-
ber of reports for welfare pro-
grammes (e.g. school teacher) it

is high time we let the teachers
teach and preach, the professors
preach and profess, and the doc-
tors treat and prescribe following
the principle of “right man doing
the right job” with judicial use of
human resources, time and

money.  Only then will reinstitut-
ing Nalanda, the ancient universi-
ty, bear fruit, and India will regain
its lost glory in the world.   

Yours, etc.,
Dr. Samares Kumar Das,
Peren, Nagaland, 13 July.

Plunder  of   resources

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

RAJARAM
PANDA

The writer is former Senior
Fellow, PMML, Ministry of

Culture, Government of India,
New Delhi

Inclusive population
data can be a driver
of social change

SET AN EXAMPLE

SIR, Apropos ‘Trouble mounts for Trainee IAS officer Pooja Khedkar’ (July, 12), the IAS is a prestigious
civil service, whose officers are responsible for maintaining law and order, implementing government
policies, and delivering public services to the citizens. Towards this end, they are conferred vast pow-
ers and privileges, according to their seniority and the post held by them in the expectation that they
would use the same to serve the people and the nation and not flaunt the same in a vulgar display. 

The charges against Ms. Kedkar are indeed serious. It is alleged that she the was in the habit of
demanding and using privileges she was not entitled to, such as demanding a separate official car,
unauthorisedly using a red beacon light on a private Audi car, removing the nameplate of a senior offi-
cial at the Pune collectorate when he allowed her to use his ante-chamber as her office, removal of fur-
niture, demanding a VIP number plate etc. She is also alleged to have submitted a fake OBC certificate
to clear the civil services exam and a mental illness certificate to claim disability.  If as a Junior officer
she can commit such acts of irregularities with impunity, one wonders what she may do if allowed to
continue in service. The allegations are also reminiscent of similar charges that were made against
another IAS probationer V.K. Singh in 1981, when, during a Himalayan trek, he created drunken
scenes and threatened fellow officers with a firearm. Though the then government tried to initially let
him off with a warning, when the then Director of the Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of
Administration, Mussorie, Mr. P. S. Appu resigned in protest, the probationer’s services were termi-
nated, bowing to public pressure. One hopes, the present government, which swears by probity in pub-
lic life, will act decisively against the lady officer, if the allegations against her are proven right in the
ongoing investigations and set an example for other government officials.

Yours, etc., V. Jayaraman, Chennai, 13 July.
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FROM a cable published yesterday it
will be seen that the British Colonial Office
has removed the ban on German mission-
ary effort in so far as concerns the Crown
colonies. It is expected, adds the Times mes-
sage, that this decision will influence the
Government of India in considering
whether the time has not come to re-admit
German mis-sionaries into this country. We
are not told why the Government of India
should follow the Colonial Office in a deci-
sion which, however suitable it may be to
the colonies, can have no relevancy to Indi-
an conditions. The political record of the
German missionaries in this country is a
sinister one. Many of them abused the hos-
pitality of the Government of India by poi-
soning the minds of their converts against
Great Britain, and they were responsible for
no little uneasiness in certain localities dur-
ing the War. For these and cognate offences
they were all deported from the country,
and few people in India then supposed that
the question of their return would come up
for at least a generation. The elements of
unrest in our midst are sufficiently numer-
ous already to justify hesitation in doing
anything that might add to their number,
and until Germany herself has shown clear
signs of a charge of heart, it would be folly to
put trust in any professions or promises
made on behalf of her missionaries.

YOUNG WOMEN VOTERS

RESULT OF FRANCHISE
PROPOSAL

IF women are allowed to vote on the
same terms as men, according to the
measure approved this week by Standing
Committee A of the House of Commons,
every woman who is a British subject, hav-
ing attained the age of 21, and having the
requisite residence or business premises
qualification, will be entitled to a vote.

Her age is taken to be that on the last
day of the qualifying period, which ends
either on June 15 or on December 15.

The number of women voters would
be increased by between 3,500,000 and
5,500,000-about a 25 per cent, addition of
the total electorate of 18,000.000.

This increase would consist not only
of the women between twenty-one and
thirty, but also of a certain number of
women over thirty who have lacked the
qualification hitherto demanded.

The census figures for the County of
London are interesting in view of the pro-
posed change. Of a total of 2.412,944 the
number of women over thirty was
1,134,569. Under the proposed new con-
ditions 436,468 women between twenty-
one and thirty would be added to this
number, together with a large number of
women over thirty who have not hitherto
been entitled to vote, making a total of
between 1.5 and 2 million over 21.

KALIMPONG MISSION

NEED OF CAPITAL
FOR INDUSTRIES

Fresh capital being found necessary
to carry on and develop the Kalimpong
Mission Industries, which were founded
by the late Mrs. Graham to encourage the
industrial education of the peoples of the
Eastern Himalayas and to stimulate cot-
tage industries among them, a limited lia-
bility association, named the Kalimpong
Mission Industries Association, with a
capital of Rs. 75,000, has been formed.

The prospectus of the Association sets
forth in clear detail the present financial posi-
tion of the Association and gives a list of its
assets in the way of buildings, furniture, fit-
tings, etc. It is accompanied by an attractive
illustrated pamphlet stating the underlying
motive and principles of the Association and
describing the valuable educational work
that has been and is being carried on by it.

An appeal is made to the public to
supply the capital required, and the
assurance is given that after paying a div-
idend of 5 per cent, (cumulative) on the
capital, the whole balance of profits will
be used for the furtherance of the chari-
table aims of the Association.

MADAME�S DRESS

MASCULINE SERGE
SUITS IN PARIS

A Fashion expert writing in the Daily
Mail from Paris says the severely plain tailor-
made has come with intention to stay! It rep-
resents the dominant note of 1924. In the
Bois, between nine and eleven, all the best-
dressed women are attired in straight, tight
suits of masculine simplicity-navy serge,
black rep, stone-grey canvas cloth; but in
every case the details are notably dainty.

And all the smartest women wear a
buttonhole of natural flowers-gardenias,
carnations, or a cluster of cornflowers.
Their coats are very short or quite long-in
either case they are straight and tight.

For dejeuner, or lunch, the really chic
Parisienne often wears one of the new
Directoire frocks-straight from neck to hem
and fitted to the figure without being tight
anywhere. These frocks express the last note
of Fashion. The best models of this kind
have long tight sleeves and a high collar-or a
picturesque throw-over scarf. No belt, no
indication of a waistline, just a sliaight
"sack," which is cleverly cut to give unex-
pected width at the hem.
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NEWS ITEMS

OCCASIONAL NOTE

ACROSS

1 Snack service, one in

wrapper ready for

delivery 

(6)

5 Bangers, nuts and

bananas not 

all there 

(8)

9 Dog gets my German

dish 

(4,4)

10 Number Two�s tax disc

sent in 

(6)

11 A fruit tree�s top in

country food 

(12)

13 It�s put on 24 and 16

(4)

14 They conquer lady�s
heart in stylish short

poem (8)

17 Start with yen lad�s
saved 

(6,2)

18 We short-circuited

race? 

(4)

20 Insured flyer flies, not

needing manual? 

(4-8)

23 Province�s queen bee

regularly wearing silk

(6)

24 Royalty now and then

gets hard biscuits 

(8)

25 Warmed up, he put

away wine bottles 

(8)

26 Cook cut unimportant

piece of game 

(6)

DOWN

2 Long slice of feta

cheese 

(4)

3 Learned books sustain

latest paper supplier

(9)

4 Nauseating article

turns up in English

clubs 

(6)

5 Novice once fed on

random microwave

meals? 

(11,4)

6 Charlie avoids 

habit-forming

preservative 

for one 

(8)

7 Ford place out of

commission 

(5)

8 About to tour St

Petersburg 

once, start off in

reverse 

(10)

12 Relish top northern

booze 

(5,5)

15 Countless flyers

imported, 

all about 

milk supplier 

(5,4)

16 Copper�s suggested

faster route 

(5,3)

19 Chopped and 

changed it in 

East Germany 

twice 

(6)

21 Bishop cuts 

canon�s cash in 

Crimea 

(5)

22 Started to lose heart

and pulse 

(4)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11

12

13 14 15

16

17 18

19

20 21

22

23 24

25 26

CROSSWORD

A G A I N S T T H E G R A I N
R N W A Y H E

G A U C H E C R E D I T O R
P A A K B N V

U P I N A R M S A P O L L O
A P A L O U

H P A R T Y P O L I T I C S
O I O B R N R L
I N C O N V E N I E N C E Y
P O I E E A
O C T A D S A L A R M I S T
L D C T D O P
L I N I M E N T L A T V I A
O E R I I T R
I N S U R A N C E B R O K E R

YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION

NO-292844

I
t will shortly be a year since I moved
into a home where I often get to
meet several older people. I meet
them and sometimes talk at length

with some of them. My curiosity about
them is easily explained. I know that in
due course – that course may be shorter
than ‘due’ – I will be one of them.

Theo, one of the people I have
met, put it succinctly, “We are all, of
course, aging from the day we are
born. But I started noticing at a point
that some parts of my body are not
functioning as well as they used to.
That’s the point I felt I had ‘aged.’”

Charlotte, who was sitting nearby,
added another dimension, “I noticed
with my mind rather than the body. I
used to teach and, while teaching, I
pulled up tons of names and dates as
references. I found it harder one day
to recall them on the spur of the
moment. Soon it became more diffi-
cult and, later, nearly impossible.”

They both felt diminished. Some-
thing had been taken away from
them. Something they could do earlier
they couldn’t do anymore.

That is the painful brunt of aging
that first gets our attention. Something
about us has diminished. In effect, our
world has diminished. Wyatt, a tennis
ace, suddenly realized that he was
missing too many of his opponents’

shots because he wasn’t seeing those
well. He was having his first encounter
with AMD, age-related macular degen-
eration. Dylan fell, broke an ankle, and
had to use a wheelchair. It was during
therapy that he faced the fact that his
fall was not an accident. Age had
severely compromised his sense of bal-
ance and the wheels would be his
means of motion in the future.

Some see less, some walk less.
Some can’t see at all and some will
never walk again. Some don’t hear or,
with aid, hear poorly. Many lose 
confidence and stop driving. The net

result is that most of them lose
friends. They can’t visit them,
see them, hear them. A great
part of their network that had
sustained them through the
years is suddenly forfeit. The
support system that was once
life-sustaining has now sud-
denly dwindled.

I, who can see and hear,
walk and run, had the unique
experience of losing vision in an
eye for three months thanks to
a severely detached retina. I
could not drive and could bare-
ly walk safely; air travel was for-
bidden. The suddenness of the
deprivation and the cruel

changes it forced on my life – I
had no idea how crippling mono-
vision was – gave me a foretaste of how
disorienting even a less serious disabil-
ity could be. A couple of disabilities
invariably come our way as we pass a
few milestones of age. Some among us
take it hard and seek refuge, hermit-
like. They connect with few and do lit-
tle, just marking time. That prospect
hardly entrances me.

But I am impressed by how
durable our spirit can be. I see people
around me who are limited in some
ways but defy the limitation to live a
full life. My resolve to spend more

time on solo meditation when I could-
n’t see well seems paltry compared to
their amazing fungibility. What they
can’t do in one way, they accomplish
in another way. They learn to walk
with a cane or a walker. They begin to
read by enlarging the typeface on their
phone or computer – or use a magni-
fying glass. They adjust to complex
hearing aids.

When they can’t drive anymore,
they learn to use public transporta-
tion better or get smart and use the
Uber app on their mobile phone. They
acquire friends who drive and recip-
rocate by doing favours for them.
They join or form groups that like to
go to theatre or listen to concerts.
They assemble in lively book clubs
that do not entail travel but let their
minds fly far and fast. At the very least,
they learn how to use Zoom and
Skype, Meet and WeChat, and enlarge
their circle of friends beyond their
town, even their country.

Others seem brave enough to go
beyond that. Miles, who served in
Romania when I was there, had long
retired as he suffered indifferent
health in his sixties. As the influx of
war refugees broadened there, he flew
to Bucharest defying his doctor’s
advice, intent to work with a local
organization he had known. Everett,

in better health but in his late seven-
ties, has gone back to his old organi-
zation, Save the Children, and is work-
ing in the chaotic conditions of
Poland, where hundreds of children
are arriving daily without a father and
some without a mother.

When I expressed my amazement
at their daring – their families consid-
er it foolhardiness –Adrian, a new
friend in his nineties, told me some-
thing intriguing, “Young or old, we all
try to do what makes sense to us. I left
investment banking to teach; I have a
friend who left surgery to start a travel
business. We look for meaning. As we
get older, careers end, families split,
friends get lost. We are still searching
for some meaning.

“I do it by working in my church
for poor and sick people. Others my
age do it by helping their children or
grandchildren. Some others find, like
your friends, some new kind of work
that makes them feel worthy. I guess
we are all trying to be worthy humans.”

Not a trivial aspiration at all.
We are all looking for a meaning.

And that meaning is often linked to
others around us.

(The writer is a US-based international
development advisor and had worked with
the World Bank. He can be reached at
mnandy@gmail.com)

IT CAME TO MIND | MANISH NANDY

A human aspiration

illastration by : Debabrata Chakrabarty

DEBASISH BHATTACHARYYA

D
uring the 70th anniversary of
the European Parliament in
2022, Professor Ryszard
Legutko, a Polish philosopher,

politician, and Co-Chair of the Euro-
pean Conservatives and Reformists
Group, observed that the European
Parliament is merely a quasi-parlia-
ment, alienating millions of voters.

In his brief address, he stated:
"Madam President, Prime Ministers.
Two minutes of truth, of bitter truth.
And the bitter truth is that the Euro-
pean Parliament has done a lot of
damage in Europe……..The Parliament
has abandoned the basic function of
representing people. Instead, it has
become a machine to implement the
so-called European project, thus
alienating millions of voters.”

Professor Legutko concluded his
speech with a powerful statement:
"Call it what you will. But democracy,
it is not. To sum up, the Parliament
represents the demos that does not
exist, works for a project that ignores
reality and law, shuns accountability,
turns its back on millions of people,
and serves the interest of one political
orientation. And this is just the tip of
the iceberg. Having said that,  ladies
and gentlemen, I rest my case."

In essence, this critique echoes
Mahatma Gandhi's long-standing
assertion about 'Politics Without Prin-
ciple.' The situation of the world's
largest democracy is no less concern-
ing, if not worse.

Following the 2024 general elec-
tions for the 18th Lok Sabha, the first
session of the Lok Sabha and the
264th session of the Rajya Sabha were
convened on June 24 and June 27,
respectively. The Lok Sabha was
adjourned sine die on 2 July, and the
Rajya Sabha followed suit the next day.

The sessions were marked by fiery
political speeches, passionate debates,
and occasional insightful comments,
though they rarely rose above petty pol-
itics. Amidst the intense debates, chaos,
sloganeering, and caricatures, both the
lower and upper houses were rife with
allegations, counter-allegations, and
even counter-counter-allegations. The
spectacle of Indian democracy was on
full display, with some eloquent and
poetic speeches, but visionary and sub-
stantive discussions were few and far
between. Since all sides accused each
other of wrecking the country, there was
hardly any fleeting sense of solidarity to

address shared concerns that transcend
political borders.

While some observers hailed these
parliamentary sessions as a new dawn,
the reality is that the challenges for the
government have only just begun. It's
not only limited to the electoral out-
come of the NDA's 292 vs the INDIA
bloc's 232. It's also about a government
marked by self-aggrandizing pomposi-
ty versus a fiercely motivated opposi-
tion. The government must now
address the country's massive prob-
lems with consideration, compelling
action, and credibility - an enormous
task given the political constraints.

According to the 2024 UNICEF
Child Nutrition Report, 40 per cent of
children in India suffer from malnu-
trition. The nation also faces a crisis
with two-thirds of its unemployed
youth being educated, compounded
by inflation, the situation in Manipur,
and the NEET examination. Addition-
ally, India grapples with economic dis-
parity, corruption, intolerance, big-
otry, and normalized violence.

Our uncritical embrace of politics
in many shades of grey often pushes
us dangerously apart, truncates con-
versations, and unravels mutual
understanding, despite the potential
to accomplish the opposite. This leads
to growing inequalities, subversion of
trust, demonization of the 'other,' and
reluctance to cooperate in addressing
India's challenges.

In a country where grabbing power
is increasingly the only virtue, and polit-
ical systems lag behind in credibility,
politicians offer politics built around
populism, opportunism, and unethical
means. The political landscape, rife with
opportunism, is not divided between
progressive and clean versus corrupt
and regressive; instead, it is a matter of
more corrupt versus less corrupt and
more regressive versus less regressive.

The politics of optics is pervasive.
Political speeches and actions often
prioritize appearance over substance,
seeking attention rather than solu-
tions. Galactic issues get lost in the
black hole of politicians’ self-image.

In our country, visionaries are rare,
and visionary ideas even rarer. Coun-
tries that progress are guided by the
foresight of each generation's leaders.

Despite this, the country has seen
impressive speeches from leaders like
Rahul Gandhi, Mahua Moitra, John
Brittas, Sudhanshu Trivedi, and
Nishikant Dubey.

I found Milind Murli Deora's
speech in the Rajya Sabha particularly

fascinating. In nearly 18 minutes, he
delivered a rich blend of facts and
rational arguments, presenting his
ideas concisely and coherently. His
speech resonated with aspects of Gita
Irawan Wirjawan's address at Harvard
University Asia Center. Gita, an
Indonesian entrepreneur and educa-
tor, is a former Minister of Trade, a vis-
iting scholar at Stanford University, and
a fellow at Harvard's Belfer Center.

Deora, in his speech, highlighted
the "Four C factors": China, Cities, Com-
muting, and Climate Change, as crucial
concerns for India, viewing each as an
opportunity. He noted China's trade and
trust deficits and urged India to capital-
ize on the "China +1 policy." Deora
advocated for competitive federalism
and upskilling the female workforce for
sustained growth. He stressed effective
city planning to manage urbanization
and highlighted the importance of com-
puting, especially AI and data consump-
tion, for India's future. On Climate
Change, he saw it as an opportunity for
India to lead in green technologies like
offshore wind energy and seaweed-
based organic fertilizers.

Both Gita and Deora emphasized
the importance of developing coun-
tries increasing renewable energy pro-
duction. They discussed strategies
that Singapore employed to become
a leading economy. Gita pointed out
that electrification is a key measure of
a nation's development. Many devel-
oping countries, like India and
Indonesia, have electrification rates of
around 1,000 kWh (kilowatt hours) per
capita or less. In contrast, developed
countries typically exceed 6,000 kWh
per capita, with Singapore and the
USA ranging from 8,845 to 12,994 kWh
per capita (World Bank, 2019).

Our parliament must engage in
robust debates and discussions on criti-
cal issues to enhance the nation's well-
being and effectively serve its citizens.
Addressing the challenges our country
faces requires progressive action and
innovative governance methods through
extensive dialogue. Progressive leaders
prioritize both current needs and the
interests of future generations. Govern-
ments reliant on vote-bank strategies
often fail to deliver progressive policies.
Implementing good policies is challeng-
ing because powerful individuals or
groups benefiting from the status quo
resist necessary reforms, maintaining
political equilibrium.

Our country has witnessed a hope-
ful electoral outcome in the dynamic
realm of politics, marking one of India's

most optimistic moments in recent his-
tory. However, electoral dynamics often
prioritize candidates' "win-ability,"
sidelining well-educated and talented
individuals capable of significant con-
tributions. This trend persists because
voters continue to support uneducated
and unscrupulous candidates chosen
for their "political expediency." Conse-
quently, these MPs often engage more
in theatrics like shouting and desk-
thumping than in meaningful parlia-
mentary discourse, unlike leaders such
as Milind. This reflects a widespread
perception in Indian politics that major
parties hesitate to nominate candidates
who could challenge their internal
power dynamics. Instances such as
Shashi Tharoor losing the Congress
presidential poll, BJP not fielding sit-
ting MP Varun Gandhi, and AAP
expelling Yogendra Yadav are examples
of qualified candidates being over-
looked despite their suitability.

In a democracy, it's said that poli-
tics is the quickest way to transform a
country. In Frank Herbert’s words:
“Good governance never depends
upon laws, but upon the personal qual-
ities of those who govern. The machin-
ery of government is always subordi-
nate to the will of those who administer
that machinery. The most important

element of government, therefore, is
the method of choosing leaders.”

India urgently needs to establish
improved governance, combating inflated
claims, political aggression, and pretense.
The BJP-led NDA government must pri-
oritize building trust, fostering collabora-
tion, and achieving development goals.
This demands a strategic approach tai-
lored to India's specific context, focusing
on decisive action. Meanwhile, the oppo-
sition faces the formidable task of holding
the government accountable for its prom-
ises of a robust economy, improved
employment and education, and societal
progress. They must be prepared to esca-
late efforts to democratically replace the
government if it fails to navigate the coun-
try out of crisis.

Finally, the stark reality is clear:
both the government and the opposi-
tion no longer have the luxury of time;
they must act now. Abuse of power,
regardless of politics, policy, or party,
must be vigilantly guarded against. The
Indian people should remain vigilant
as they steadfastly pursue their long-
awaited aspirations for a decent life.
The outcome of this year's parliamen-
tary election offers a glimmer of hope.

(The writer, a former General Manager of the
International Centre, Goa, is the author of
�Whispers of an ordinary journey�.)

Time to act forIndia�s polity
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Market outlook: Q1 results, FII inflow,
monsoon updates key factors next week
The previous week saw the Nifty and Sensex reaching all-time highs of 24,592.20 and 80,893.51, respectively
AGENCIES
MUMBAI, 14 JULY

T
he Indian equity mar-
ket experienced one
of the best weeks of
2024, with the Nifty

and Sensex reaching all-time
highs of 24,592.20 and
80,893.51, respectively, before
closing at 24,502.15 and
80,519.34.

This marked gains of 0.73
per cent for the Nifty and 0.65
per cent for the Sensex. Both
benchmark indices extend-

ed their winning streak for a
sixth consecutive week.

It is the first time ever
that the nifty closed above
24,500.

On the other side, small-
cap and mid-cap stocks
underperformed compared
to large-cap. However, several
PSU stocks posted staller
gains during last week.

The outlook of the market
will be guided by several
domestic and international
factors next week.

On the domestic front,
upcoming budget-related
announcements, Q1 Fy25

results, monsoon updates
and foreign institutional

investments (FIIs) inflows
will catch investors' eyes in
the week ahead.

On the global front, China
will be a significant focus. The
country is scheduled to
announce its GDP and Index
of Industrial Production (IIP).
Additionally, there is specu-
lation about a major eco-
nomic stimulus announce-
ment, which could keep the
metal sector in the spotlight.

Other global factors to
watch include the speech by
the US Federal Reserve Chair-

man, US retail sales figures,
and macroeconomic data
from Japan. These develop-
ments are likely to influence
market movements and
investor sentiment. Vinod
Nair, Head of Research of
Geojit Financial Services said:
"We expect stock-specific
moves to gain traction due to
the ongoing earnings sea-
son; indeed, IT will be in the
limelight due to the good
start to the earnings and out-
look." Arvinder Singh Nanda,
Senior Vice President of Mas-

ter Capital Services, said that
on the daily chart analysis,
Nifty has exhibited a break-
out from the psychological
resistance level of 24,500,
indicating that the bullish
trend is likely to continue
into the next week. "Despite
this positive trend, buying on
dips is expected to provide
resilience to the market. How-
ever, strong upward move-
ments may attract profit
booking, making a sustained
rally challenging," Nanda
added.

Indian realty sector saw

over ` 5,327 cr investment

from domestic investors in

April-June: Keeping up

with the growth momen-

tum in the Indian real

estate industry, the

domestic investors

pumped in around $638

million (more than Rs

5,327 crore) in the real

estate sector in the sec-

ond quarter this year,

from $127 million in the

same period last year.

According to data from

leading real estate consult-

ant Vestian, institutional

investments in the real

estate sector surged 96

per cent in the April-June

period to $3.1 billion, from

$1.6 billion in the same

period last year.

�Delivering AI-powered, tailored solutions,
enhancing crop management & sustainability�
RITWIK MUKHERJEE
KOLKATA, 14 JULY

He was neither born in the city,
nor did he stay here in his early
days. But his forefather did. He,
nevertheless, always felt con-
nected to the ‘city of joy’. And
that’s why he came back to
Kolkata at the peak of his pro-
fessional career to pad up for
his entrepreneurial innings. He
set out on a mission to har-
ness the power of Artificial Intel-
ligence and digital through-
out the food ecosystem. Envi-
sioning a world where sus-
tainably produced, healthy,
affordable food is accessible
to all, his company started
working on to offer solutions
that bring in the power of AI
into the food value chain.
Kolkata’s homegrown company
is on an unstoppable mis-
sion to develop a range of
services and products, in
essence, bringing its goals
and visions to fruition. He

firmly believes that shortages
in food, and providing access
to healthy food across the
world, are simply hurdles that
need to be addressed to get to
the next level: a greener, bet-
ter future.

Speaking to The States-
man exclusively, Shantanu
Bhattacharya, Managing Direc-
tor and CEO of Blu Cocoon Dig-
ital, explains how he and his
entire team are burning mid-
night oils to usher in a world
where lack of food is history,
and every person can afford,
and easily access good qual-
ity food, where wastage is
reduced, and operations are
carried out in a way that is sen-
sitive and responsible towards
the future of this planet.

Excerpts:
Q: When and how did

the Blu Cocoon journey
begin? Was that the begin-
ning of your entrepre-
neurial journey as well?

A:Blu Cocoon Digital (BCD)
was incorporated in January
2020 in Kolkata, but my entre-
preneurial journey began long
before that. After complet-
ing my Mechanical Engi-

neering degree, I played a key
role in establishing and suc-
cessfully leading a Manufac-
turing & Construction business
for six years. Observing the evo-
lution of the global business
landscape, I realized that
Information Technology was
poised to be the next major rev-
olution. Recognizing the need
for a comprehensive under-
standing of corporate culture
to diversify my expertise, I tran-
sitioned from the construction
business, handing over its
reins to my partner, and ven-
tured into the IT industry.

Q: Which are the
areas/verticals you are
focusing on now?

A: Agriculture Technology
(AgTech): With our flagship
product AGRi360, we are
enhancing crop management
and sustainability.

Digital Transformation Ser-
vices: Offering comprehensive
solutions to industries seek-
ing to optimize operations
and embrace digital innova-
tion.

AI and Machine Learning
Solutions: Developing
advanced AI-driven tools for
various applications, includ-
ing predictive analytics and
process automation.

Cloud Migration Services:
Helping businesses transi-
tion to cloud-based infra-
structures for enhanced scal-
ability and efficiency.

These areas represent our
strategic focus as we contin-
ue to innovate and provide
impactful solutions across
industries.

Q: Is your product/solu-
tion patented?    Any

other certification/recog-
nition?

A: Patents: An Artificial
Intelligence (AI) based com-
puting system for calculating
Toxicity Exposure Ratio (TER)
in plants.

�System and method to
differentiate between plant dis-
ease and plant mechanical
injuries.

�Registered Trademark:
Our product, AGRi360, is a reg-
istered trademark.

�Certifications and Recog-
nitions: Emerging Company
of 2020 by Indian Achievers’
Awards.

�Winner of the “Innova-
tion in Environment and Sus-
tainability” award by
ASSOCHAM.

�Recognized by Great
Place to Work ® Institute as a
great workplace.

�ISO 27001:2022 certi-
fied for Information Security
Management System.

�Jury Special Awards for
Leadership in Innovation – Tech
Services in SME Inspire Awards.

�Finalists at National
Startup Awards 2022.

�8th Rural Connect BCC&I
Agri Awards 2024 - Agri start-
up of the year & Technology
Adoption Award.

�14th National Manu-
facturing Conclave – Manu-
facturing and MSME Excel-
lence Award - MSME of the Year
2023-24.

�Named Top 50 Startup
Trailblazers 2024.

These accolades highlight
our commitment to innova-
tion, quality, and sustain-
ability across our products
and operations.

Foreign investors infuse ̀ 15,352 crore
into Indian equities in first half of July
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 14 JULY

In the first half of July, foreign
investors infused Rs 15,352
crore into Indian equities
driven by the government's
commitment to ongoing
reforms, low US Federal rates,
and strong domestic demand.

As per the data with the
depositories, foreign port-
folio investors (FPIs) have
made a net inflow of Rs 15,352
crore in equities this till July
12.

This came following an
inflow of Rs 26,565 crore in
equities in June on the back
of political stability and a
sharp rebound in markets.

In May, FPIs withdrew Rs
25,586 crore on poll jitters and
over Rs 8,700 crore in April on
concerns over a tweak in
India's tax treaty with Mau-
ritius and a sustained rise in
US bond yields.

Apart from equities, FPIs
invested Rs 8,484 crore in
the debt market during the
period under review pushing

the debt tally to Rs 77,109 crore
this year so far.

The key characteristic of
institutional equity flows into
the Indian market is the
unpredictable nature of FPI
flows compared to the con-
sistent growth of domestic
institutional investors (DIIs)
including mutual funds' flow.

DIIs have been consis-
tent buyers every month in
2024, while FPIs have fluc-
tuated between buying and
selling. 

FPIs sold a cumulative
amount of Rs 60,000 crore in
January, April, and May but
bought Rs 63,200 crore in
February, March, and June
together.

Expect retail inflation to
remain close to 5 per cent:
SBI Research report
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 14 JULY

Retail inflation, or the Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI) in
India, is expected to remain
below or close to 5.0 percent
in the remaining months of
2024-25, except for Sep-
tember, according to SBI
Research. India's retail infla-
tion rate increased in June,
deviating from the moder-
ation seen in previous
months, driven by rising
food prices.

The year-on-year inflation
rate based on the all-India
Consumer Price Index (CPI)
was 5.08 percent (provi-
sional) for June 2024. The cor-
responding inflation rates for
rural and urban areas were
5.66 percent and 4.39 per-
cent, respectively. Twelve
states had inflation rates
above India's overall rate of
5.1 percent in June. Odisha
recorded the highest infla-

tion rate at 7.22 percent,
followed by Bihar at 6.37
percent and Karnataka at 5.98
percent.

"With the monsoon pro-
gressing satisfactorily and
overall seasonal variations
balancing out, we do not
expect any significant devi-
ation in the inflation outlook,"
stated a report from SBI
Research authored by
Soumya Kanti Ghosh, Group
Chief Economic Adviser at
the State Bank of India.

Furthermore, with US
inflation having declined
by 0.1 percent from May, put-
ting the 12-month rate at 3
percent, its lowest level in
more than three years, there
are grounds for a potential
Fed rate cut by September,
the report noted.

"We, therefore, feel the RBI
will revisit the policy stance
around that time in line
with our expectations," the
SBI Research report added.

Govt proposes amendment in legal metrology
rules for all packaged commodities
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 14 JULY

Keeping in view the growing
ambit of the market includ-
ing both offline and online plat-
forms, the Department of
Consumer Affairs is consid-
ering an amendment in the
Legal Metrology (Packaged
Commodities) Rules, 2011 to
establish uniformity for pack-
aged commodities.  

The revised provision will
provide that these Rules shall
apply to all packaged com-
modities sold in bags in retail,
except to the packaged com-
modities meant for indus-
trial consumers or institu-
tional consumers.

This revised provision will
help in establishing uniform
standards/ requirements for
packaged commodities, pro-
moting consistency and fair-
ness across different brands
and products and will help
consumers in making
informed choices based on
complete information.

The Department has invit-

ed comments from stake-
holders within 15 days, up to
July 29.

The Legal Metrology (Pack-
aged Commodities) Rules,
2011 requires for declara-
tion of mandatory informa-
tion like name and address
of the manufacturer/ pack-
er/ importer, country of ori-
gin, common or generic name
of the commodity, net quan-
tity, month and year of man-
ufacture, MRP, Unit Sale Price,
best before/ use by date in case
of commodity becoming unfit
for human consumption,
consumer care details etc on
all pre-packaged commodi-
ties in the interest of con-
sumers.

The rules apply to all pre-
packaged commodities except

the following:
�packages of commodi-

ties containing a quantity of
more than 25 kilogram or 25
litre;

�cement, fertilizer, and
agricultural farm produce
sold in bags above 50 kilogram;
and

�packaged commodities
meant for industrial con-
sumers or institutional con-
sumers.

The rules are not applicable
for packaged commodities
containing a quantity of more
than 25 kilogram or 25 litre
except cement, fertilizer and
agricultural farm produce
sold in bags above 50 kilogram
because it is presumed that
the packaged commodities
meant for retail sale are not
more than 25 kg.  

However, it is observed that
the packaged commodities
above 25 kg are also available
in the market for retail sale,
which is not as per the inten-
tion to make all declarations
on pre-packaged commodi-
ties meant for retail sale.

India�s retail digital payments likely
to be $7 trillion by 2030: Report
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 14 JULY 

A recent report has said that
with digital adoption fast
gaining currency, India is like-
ly to see retail digital payments
double to $ 7 trillion by 2030
from the current levels.

The study by Kearney and
Amazon Pay said that strong
adoption of digital payments
in online purchases has poten-
tially led to a permanent shift
in consumer behaviours, fuel-
ing offline adoption as well.

In the report titled 'How
Urban India Pays', Kearney-
Amazon Pay said while 90
per cent of the respondents
of the survey preferred digi-
tal payments when making
online purchases, affluent
consumers lead the way with
the highest Degree of Digital
Payment Usage (DDPU), tend-

ing to use various modes of
digital payment for 80 per cent
of their transactions.

The research was based on
an online survey of over 6,000
consumers along with more
than 1,000 merchants through
offline and online methods
across 120 cities with repre-
sentation from various regions,
income groups, city cate-
gories, age brackets and gen-
ders.

"Millennials and Gen X
are leading in the adoption of
all types of digital payment
instruments," it said. "Men and
women both use digital pay-
ments in about 72 per cent of
their transactions, indicat-
ing gender parity.

India has seen a surge in
e-commerce, with the mar-
ket valued at $ 75 billion to $
80 billion in 2022 and expect-
ed to grow at a 21 per cent czGR

until 2030.
"In line with India's digi-

tal journey, retail digital pay-
ments have grown dramati-
cally over the past five years
- from $ 300 billion in FY18 to
$ 3.6 trillion in FY24. By FY30,
they are likely to double to $
7 trillion," the report said.

"With such dynamic devel-
opments, it is no wonder that
India is a global frontrunner
in the digital payment land-
scape, accounting for a stel-
lar 46 per cent of the global
digital transaction volumes in
2022," it added.

The report further high-
lighted that the digital pay-
ments have penetrated small
towns, with respondents in
these areas highlighting that
65% of their transactions are
digital, while respondents in
larger cities cited this ratio to
be 75%.

NITI Aayog launches hackathon to accelerate zero-emission truck adoption in India
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 14 JULY

NITI Aayog on Sunday
announced the launch of a
hackathon to accelerate zero-
emission truck adoption in
India.

NITI Aayog, in collabora-
tion with IIM Bangalore, Smart
Freight Centre India, CAL-
START/Drive to Zero, and
WRI India, announced the
launch of the NITI GearShift
Challenge as part of the e-FAST
India initiative.

"This pioneering
hackathon aims to foster
innovative business models

for the adoption of zero-emis-
sion trucks (ZETs) in India,
addressing the nation's press-
ing economic and environ-
mental challenges," NITI
Aayog said.

The NITI GearShift Chal-
lenge invites students, trans-
port service practitioners,
academics, and researchers to
develop innovative business
models that address financial,
technical, and operational
challenges in the adoption of
electric trucks. The programme
has garnered participation
from e-FAST India knowl-
edge partners, financial insti-
tutions, and industry forums.

The hackathon will unfold
in two rounds. In Round 1,
teams will submit their initial
business models addressing
a specific barrier — technical,
operational, or financial — sup-
ported by high-level strategies
and research. Shortlisted
teams in Round 2 will pres-
ent detailed business models

with an implementation
roadmap, backed by both
primary and secondary
research. These proposals
will be mentored by industry
leaders to ensure practical
and impactful solutions.

India's freight sector is
vital to the economy, ensur-
ing the smooth delivery of
goods to over 1.4 billion peo-
ple. With road freight account-
ing for a staggering 55 per cent
of India’s annual diesel con-
sumption and nearly 40 per
cent of CO2 emissions from
road transport, there is an
urgent need to transition to
more sustainable solutions.

The electrification of freight
transportation is a key prior-
ity, as electric trucks offer a
transformative opportunity to
reduce emissions, improve
air quality, and enhance ener-
gy security.

The GearShift Challenge
marks a pivotal move towards
sustainable freight trans-
portation in India. By tapping
into the creativity and expert-
ise of participants, the
hackathon aims to generate
practical solutions that will
accelerate the adoption of
zero-emission trucks, there-
by benefiting both the econ-
omy and the environment.

THUMBNAILS

TENDER

I, Indrani Banerjee,
D/o. Ramprasad
Banerjee, Andul-
Mouri, P.S.: Domjur,
Howrah-711302 my
name wrongly
recorded PAN Card
& Aadhaar Card as
Indrani Bhowmik
and D.O.B. wrongly
recorded 14-08-1976.
In the court Ld.
Judicial Magistrate
1st Class vide
affidavit sworn
before Alipore, Date:
10-07-24 Indrani
Banerjee & Indrani
Bhowmik same
identical person, my
actual D.O.B. 
13-08-1973.

change of
nameTENDERSPUBLIC

NOTICES

Classified

The Statesman

TO BOOK  AN 
ADVERTISEMENT

PLEASE CALL

CCLASSIFIEDLASSIFIED

98307 80924
(SHUBHRO DEV MITRA)

98308 74087
033 4801 8471

Location Name of the Agency Ph. No.

Bally, Howrah RINKU AD AGENCY 9831833485
Barasat, 24 Pgs EXPART AD AGENCY 9674701788
Berhampore, B H U M I 9434202655
Murshidabad 7719227747
Burdwan Town S.M. ENTERPRISE 9232462019

9434474356
Kolkata GARGI AD POINT 9903714080
Krishnanagar, Nadia TYPE CORNER 9474334978
Durganagar, Kol-79 JYOTI ADVERTISING 9330767416
Station Road SOUMYA ADVT. & 9002995353
Habra MKTG. AGENCY 8910849432
DumDum Cantonment CGS MEDIA CONSULTANTS 9674564069
Gorabazar, Kolkata
Naihati RTA ADVERTISING 9830562233
4,Chowringhee Lane AD ESSENCE 8910050242
Kolkata-16 9831993375
Belghoria AZURE ASSOCIATES 9874884554
Kolkata-700056 9903363200

CLASSIFIED 
AGENTSI, “Shefali Ghosh”,

mother of Late Nk
Achintya Kumar
Ghosh, resident of
Vill. & P.O.: Helan,
P.S.: Khanakul, Dist.:
Hooghly (W.B.) have
changed my name
from “Safali Ghosh
(D.O.B.: 64 Years)” to
“Shefali Ghosh
(D.O.B.: 21-10-1929)”
vide Affidavit No.
2036 dated 09-07-
2024 sworn before
the 1st Class
Judicial Magistrate
at Chinsurah
Hooghly.

Readers are requested to make appropriate enquiries and seek appropriate advice before
sending money, incurring  any expenses, acting on medical recommendations or entering into
any commitment in relation to any advertisement published in this publication. The Statesman
Group doesn't vouch any claim made by the advertisers of products and services. The print-
er, publisher, Editor and owners of The Statesman Group publications shall not be held liable
for any consequences, in the event such claims are not honoured by the  advertisers. For any
loss incurred, the onus lies entirely with advertisers and not with the publication.

DHUPGURI MUNICIPALITY
e-NIT (Abridged)

e-NIT are invited by the Chairperson,
Dhupguri Municipality from Resourceful
bona fide  outsider for  Civil Works  under
Dhupguri Municipality.
Sl. No. Tender  ID

1 2024_MAD_713771_1
2 2024_MAD_713803_1
3 2024_MAD_713813_1
4 2024_MAD_713827_1
5 2024_MAD_713843_1
6 2024_MAD_713857_1
7 2024_MAD_713867_1

Bid submission end dt.: 29-07-24 at 17 hrs.

Sd/- Chairperson
BOA, Dhupguri Municipality
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Condemnation of Trump rally
shooting crosses party lines
Blame game and calls for probe begin; lawmakers from both parties promise hearings & a comprehensive investigation

One dead, two missing in

floods in Philippines: At least

one person died and two

others were missing after

floods hit parts of the

southern Philippines over

the weekend, a government

agency monitoring disasters

said on Sunday. The National

Disaster Risk Reduction and

Management Council said

that the lone fatality was

due to drowning, reported

in Davao Occidental

province on Friday. The two

missing people were report-

edly swept away by a

strong current while cross-

ing a river in Bukidnon

province, reported Xinhua

news agency. The agency

said the flooding affected

nearly 39,000 people in four

regions. Around 10,000 dis-

placed villagers of the

affected population have

stayed in evacuation cen-

tres while waiting for the

flood to subside. The agency

recorded at least eight land-

slides triggered by incessant

rains in the Davao region

and Zamboanga Peninsula.

Israeli strike in southern Gaza targeting Hamas
military commander kills at least 90 people

The incident at former President Trump's campaign event
in Pennsylvania today is concerning and confronting.
There is no place for violence in the democratic process.

AUSTRALIAN PRIME MINISTER ANTHONY ALBANESE
AFTER THE ATTACK ON DONALD TRUMP

CITY                      MAX(°C)  MIN(°C)

SINGAPORE 31 27 H
HONG KONG 33 27 H
TOKYO 28 24 R
LONDON 21 12 H
DUBAI 41 32 CL
SAN FRANCISCO 19 13 R
NEW YORK 32 24 S
MOSCOW 29 21 H

S= sunny, CL= clear, H=hazy,
R= rainy...

WEATHER

AGENCIES
GAZA STRIP, 14 JULY

Israel said it targeted Hamas’
shadowy military commander
in a massive strike Saturday
in the crowded southern Gaza
Strip that killed at least 90 peo-
ple including children, accord-
ing to local health officials.
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu said “there
still isn’t absolute certainty”
that Mohammed Deif and a
second Hamas command-
er, Rafa Salama, were killed.

Hamas rejected the claim
that Deif was in the area,
saying “these false claims are
merely a cover-up for the
scale of the horrific mas-
sacre.” The strike took place
in an area Israel’s military
had designated as safe for hun-
dreds of thousands of Pales-
tinians.

Deif and Hamas’ top offi-

cial in Gaza, Yahya Sinwar, are
believed by Israel to be the
chief architects of the Oct. 7
attack that killed some 1,200
people in southern Israel and
triggered the Israel-Hamas
war. Not seen in public for
years, Deif has long topped
Israel’s most-wanted list and
is believed to have escaped
multiple Israeli assassina-
tion attempts. On Oct. 7,

Hamas issued a rare voice
recording of Deif announc-
ing the “Al Aqsa Flood” oper-
ation.

The strike came at a del-
icate time in cease-fire efforts.
Deif’s death would hand Israel
a major victory and Hamas
a painful psychological blow.
It also could give Netanyahu
a possible opening. Again on
Saturday, the prime minister

said Israel will not end the war
until Hamas’ military capa-
bilities are destroyed. Deif’s
death would be a significant
step in that direction.

All Hamas leaders are
marked for death and “we will
reach them all,” Netanyahu
said. He added that no
hostages had been nearby
when the strike occurred,
without explaining how he
knew that.

Deif’s killing could also
encourage Hamas to harden
its positions in talks. He has
been in hiding for more than
two decades and is believed
to be paralyzed. One of the
only known images of him is
a 30-year-old ID photo
released by Israel. Even in
Gaza, only a handful of peo-
ple would recognize him.

Saturday’s attack was one
of the war’s deadliest. The Gaza
Health Ministry reported 90

dead and at least 300 others
injured. Associated Press
journalists counted over 40
bodies at overwhelmed Nass-
er Hospital nearby. Witness-
es described an attack that
included several strikes.

“A number of victims are
still under the rubble and on
the roads, and ambulance
and civil defense crews are
unable to reach them,” the
Health Ministry said.

The Israeli military assert-
ed that “additional terrorists
hid among civilians” and
described the location as sur-
rounded by trees and sever-
al buildings. An Israeli official
said the strike hit a fenced area
of Khan Younis that was run
by Hamas, saying it was not
a tent complex but an oper-
ational compound. The offi-
cial described the strike as pre-
cise. The army said the com-
pound belonged to Salama.

Treason and espionage cases are rising in
Russia since the war in Ukraine began
AGENCIES
TALLINN,14 JULY

When Maksim Kolker’s phone
rang at 6 a.m., and the voice
on the other end said his
father had been arrested, he
thought it was a scam to extort
money. A day earlier, he had
taken his father, prominent
Russian physicist Dmitry Kolk-
er, to the hospital in his native
Novosibirsk, when his
advanced pancreatic cancer
had suddenly worsened.

The phone kept ringing
and Kolker kept hanging up
until finally his father called
to confirm the grim news.
The elder Kolker had been
charged with treason, the fam-
ily later learned, a crime that
is probed and prosecuted in
absolute secrecy in Russia
and punished with long prison
terms.

Treason cases have been
rare in Russia in the last 30 years,

with a handful annually. But
since the 2022 invasion of
Ukraine, they have skyrocketed,
along with espionage prose-
cutions, ensnaring citizens
and foreigners alike, regard-
less of their politics.

That has brought com-
parisons to the show trials
under Soviet dictator Josef
Stalin in the 1930s.

The more recent victims
range from Kremlin critics
and independent journalists
to veteran scientists working
with countries that Moscow
considers friendly.

These cases stand out from
the crackdown on dissent that
has reached unprecedented
levels under President Vladimir

Putin. They are investigated
almost exclusively by the pow-
erful Federal Security Service,
or FSB, with specific charges
and evidence not always
revealed.

The accused are often held
in strict isolation in Moscow’s
notorious Lefortovo Prison,
tried behind closed doors,
and almost always convicted,
with long prison sentences.

In 2022, Putin urged the
security services to “harshly
suppress the actions of foreign
intelligence services, prompt-
ly identify traitors, spies and
saboteurs.” The First Depart-
ment, a rights group that spe-
cializes in such prosecutions
and takes its name from a divi-
sion of the security service,
counted over 100 known trea-
son cases in 2023, lawyer Evge-
ny Smirnov told The Associ-
ated Press. He added there
probably were another 100 that
nobody knows about.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, 14 JULY

R
epublican and Demo-
cratic leaders, as well
as some internation-
al friends and foes,

expressed shock and relief
Saturday night after an appar-
ent assassination attempt at
a Donald Trump campaign rally
in Pennsylvania. Lawmakers
from both parties promised
hearings and a comprehensive
investigation into the attack.

House Speaker Mike John-
son, R-La., said there would be
hearings to investigate what
happened. “We will have Secret
Service Director Kimberly
Cheatle and other appropri-
ate officials from (the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security)
and the FBI appear for a hear-
ing before our committees
ASAP,” Johnson said.

House Committee on Over-
sight and Accountability Chair-
man James Comer, R-Ky., said
in a statement that there were
many questions to be
answered. “I have already con-
tacted the Secret Service for a
briefing and am also calling on
Secret Service Director Kim-
berly Cheatle to appear for a
hearing. The Oversight Com-
mittee will send a formal invi-

tation soon.”
Sen. Josh Hawley, R-Mo.,

suggested on X that the Sen-
ate might hold similar hear-
ings. “It’s a wonder Donald
Trump is alive. Let’s call this
what it was. An assassination
attempt with at least one inno-
cent bystander murdered. The
nation needs to know who did
this. And why. And we need a
full, public investigation by Con-
gress into HOW it happened,”
Hawley posted.

Notable officials, including
former Presidents George W.
Bush and Barack Obama,

praised the fast action of the
Secret Service and expressed
gratitude that the presumptive
Republican presidential nom-
inee appeared to be OK.

“As one whose family has
been the victim of political vio-
lence, I know firsthand that
political violence of any kind
has no place in our society. I
thank God that former Presi-
dent Trump is safe,” former
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
said in a statement. “As we learn
more details about this hor-
rifying incident, let us pray that
all those in attendance at the

former President’s rally today
are unharmed.”

Pelosi’s husband was bludg-
eoned with a hammer in 2022
by a man who broke into their
home.

Trump’s eldest son, Don-
ald Trump Jr., said he had
spoken to his father on the
phone and “he is in great spir-
its.” “He will never stop fight-
ing to save America, no mat-
ter what the radical left throws
at him,” Trump Jr. said in a
statement.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu said on X:

“Sara and I were shocked by
the apparent attack on Pres-
ident Trump. We pray for his
safety and speedy recovery.”

Venezuelan President Nico-
las Maduro, who has an adver-
sarial relationship with Trump,
said during a campaign event
broadcast on state television
that he wished Trump a speedy
recovery: “May God bless the
people of the United States and
give them peace and tran-
quility. We have been adver-
saries, but I wish President
Trump health and long life, and
I repudiate that attack.”

Obama, Trump’s imme-
diate predecessor in the White
House, shared the views of oth-
ers who have held the presi-
dency, writing on social media:
“There is absolutely no place
for political violence in our
democracy. Although we don’t
yet know exactly what hap-
pened, we should all be
relieved that former Presi-
dent Trump wasn’t seriously
hurt, and use this moment to
recommit ourselves to civil-
ity and respect in our politics.
Michelle and I are wishing him
a quick recovery.”

President Joe Biden said:
“There’s no place in America
for this type of violence. It’s
sick. It’s sick.”

A Pakistani court acquits ex-PM Khan but
supporters� hopes of his release are dashed
AGENCIES
ISLAMABAD, 14 JULY

A Pakistani court on Satur-
day overturned the convic-
tions and seven-year sen-
tences of former Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan and his
wife, but officials quickly
moved to prevent his release
from prison.

The acquittal in a case
relating to the legality of the
couple’s 2018 marriage
seemed to have removed
the last hurdle in the way of
Khan’s release, nearly a year
after he was jailed, and his
followers had started gath-
ering near the prison where
he was being held in the
garrison city of Rawalpindi
to greet him on his release.

But shortly after the court’s
ruling, Khan was arrested yet
again, in connection to riots
last year, his party said. It

added that it believed Khan’s
wife, Bushra Bibi, was also
being arrested again, in a lin-
gering corruption case.

Authorities have regis-
tered multiple cases against
Khan since 2022 when he was
ousted from power through
a vote of no-confidence in
the parliament. Khan has
been embroiled in more
than 150 legal cases, includ-
ing inciting violence, since
his initial arrest in May 2023.

Earlier this month, the
United Nations human rights
working group called for
Khan’s immediate release,
saying he had been detained
“arbitrarily in violation of
international laws.”

Saturday’s acquittal relates
to Khan’s marriage to Bibi,
his third wife. She was pre-
viously married to a man who
claimed that they divorced
in November 2017, less than

three months before she
married Khan. Islamic law,
as upheld by Pakistan,
requires a three-month wait-
ing period before a new mar-
riage.

Bibi had said they divorced
in August 2017 and the cou-
ple insisted during the trial
that they did not violate the
waiting period.

Following Khan’s arrest in
May 2023, Khan’s support-
ers attacked military and
government buildings in
various parts of the country
and torched a building hous-
ing state-run Radio Pak-
istan.

The violence subsided
only when Khan was released
by the Supreme Court. How-
ever, he was again arrested
in early August 2023 after a
court handed him a three-
year jail  sentence for 
corruption.

Iran�s new president vows balance with all 
countries but warns US his country won�t be pressured
AGENCIES
TEHRAN, 14 JULY

Iran’s newly elected presi-
dent said his government
will create “balance in rela-
tions with all countries” in line
with national interests and the
prerequisites for peace but
stressed to the United States
that his country “will not
respond to pressure.”

Masoud Pezeshkian
penned “My Message To The
New World” in the country’s
state-owned Tehran Times
late Friday, praising the lat-
est presidential election that
“demonstrated remarkable
stability” and vowing to
uphold “promises I made
during my campaign.” ’

Pezeshkian, a 69-year-old
heart surgeon and longtime
lawmaker, bested hard-liner
former nuclear negotiator
Saeed Jalili to clinch July 5’s

runoff election to replace
President Ebrahim Raisi, who
was killed in a helicopter
crash in May.

He said in his message his
administration would “prior-
itize strengthening relations
with our neighbors” and urged
Arab countries to use “all diplo-
matic leverages” to push for a
lasting cease-fire in the ongo-
ing Israel-Hamas war in the
Gaza Strip that started Oct.7.

Iran has long supported the
militant group Hamas, and
Pezeshkian on Wednesday
expressed his all-out sup-
port of “the Plastesinan resist-
ance” in a message to the
group’s chief Ismail Haniyeh.

Pezeshkian, in the letter Fri-
day, hailed his country’s rela-
tions with Russia and China
which “consistently stood by
us during challenging times.”
He said Moscow was “a val-
ued strategic ally” and his gov-

ernment would expand bilat-
eral cooperation. He also
expressed willingness to “sup-
port initiatives aimed at”
achieving peace between
Russia and Ukraine in the
ongoing war that entered its
third year.

The president also said
he looked forward to fur-
thering cooperation with Bei-
jing and applauded it for
brokering a deal to normal-

ize relations between Iran
and Saudi Arabia after seven
years of diplomatic tensions.

Pezeshkian said he looks
forward to engaging in con-
structive dialogue with Euro-
pean countries “based on
principles of mutual respect”
despite a relationship that has
known “its ups and downs.”

In May 2018, the U.S. uni-
laterally withdrew from the
Joint Comprehensive Plan

of Action — a nuclear agree-
ment that also included Rus-
sia, China, Britain, France
and Germany. Since then,
Western powers have accused
the Islamic Republic of
expanding its nuclear program
and enriching uranium to
an unprecedented 60% level,
near-weapons-grade levels.
The U.S. has issued severe,
mainly economic, sanctions
against Iran.

China under Xi Jinping -- worse than ever?
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 14 JULY

Xi Jinping assumed the pres-
idency of China in March
2013, succeeding Hu Jintao as
the primary leader of both the
Communist Party of China
(CPC) and the People's Repub-
lic of China. 

Over the subsequent 12
years, Xi has navigated China
through a tumultuous period,
significantly altering the glob-
al perception of the nation.

Although China is an
authoritarian state, it had
established mechanisms to
prevent the concentration of
unchecked power in a single
individual, a response to the
challenges encountered under

Mao Zedong's leadership.
These mechanisms included
a maximum two-term limit for
presidents and a system of
checks and balances within
the Party's upper echelons.

Presidents would typical-
ly begin grooming their suc-
cessors as their terms con-
cluded. However, these prac-
tices have been consistently
ignored in Xi Jinping's case.
He amended the party's con-
stitution to extend his tenure
beyond two terms, appoint-
ed loyalists to key positions and
emerged as the most power-
ful leader in Communist Chi-
nese history (even Mao faced
resistance from civil war-era
military generals). Reflecting
on these developments, it is

crucial to consider how Xi
Jinping's decade-long rule
has impacted China. The
starting of failures. When Xi
Jinping assumed the role of
General Secretary of the Com-
munist Party of China and Pres-
ident of the country, it was dur-
ing the period of China's
'peaceful rise'; that the nation
was thriving economically
and emerging as a global
manufacturing hub.

Liberal internationalists
believed that as market forces
penetrated China, democra-
cy would inevitably follow.
However, a realist perspective
of international relations ulti-
mately prevailed. The China
that Xi Jinping inherited was
flourishing and becoming a
constructive global force.
Upon taking office, he began
to use this development and
the rise of China as instruments
for asserting dominance. The
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
serves as a prime example; it
was China's first major inter-
national infrastructural proj-
ect, launched in 2013 to estab-
lish a multimodal network
of infrastructure projects
across various countries.

US Secret Service is investigating
how gunman who injured 
Trump was able to get so close
ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, 14 JULY

The U.S. Secret Service is
investigating how a gunman
armed with an AR-style rifle
was able to get close enough
to shoot and injure former Pres-
ident Donald Trump at a rally
Saturday in Pennsylvania, a
monumental failure of one the
agency’s core duties.

The gunman, who was
killed by Secret Service per-
sonnel, fired multiple shots at
the stage from an “elevated
position outside of the rally
venue,” the agency said.

An Associated Press analy-
sis of more than a dozen
videos and photos taken at the
Trump rally, as well as satel-
lite imagery of the site, shows
the shooter was able to get
astonishingly close to the
stage where the former pres-
ident was speaking. A video
posted to social media and
geolocated by the AP shows
the body of a man wearing gray
camouflage lying motionless
on the roof of a manufactur-
ing plant just north of the But-
ler Farm Show grounds, where
Trump’s rally was held.

The roof was less than 150
meters (yards) from where
Trump was speaking, a dis-
tance from which a decent
marksman could reasonably
hit a human-sized target. For
reference, 150 meters is a dis-
tance at which U.S. Army

recruits must hit a scaled
human-sized silhouette to
qualify with the M16 assault
rifle in basic training. The
AR-15, like the shooter at the
Trump rally had, is the semi-
automatic civilian version of
the military M16.

The FBI early Sunday iden-
tified the shooter as Thomas
Matthew Crooks, 20, of Bethel
Park, Pennsylvania.

The Secret Service didn’t
have anybody at a late-night
news conference where FBI
and Pennsylvania State Police
officials briefed reporters on
the shooting investigation.
FBI Special Agent in Charge
Kevin Rojek said it was “sur-
prising” that the gunman was
able to fire at the stage before
he was killed.

Members of the Secret
Service’s counter sniper team
and counter assault team
were at the rally, according to
two law enforcement offi-
cials. The officials spoke on
condition of anonymity
because they weren’t author-
ized to discuss details of the
investigation.

Strong efforts required to release
demographic dividend as Africa�s
population crosses 1.5 bn: UNECA
AGENCIES
ADDIS ABABA, 14 JULY

As Africa's population cross-
es the 1.5 billion mark and
the demographic window
is opening, social policy
experts at the United Nations
Economic Commission for
Africa (UNECA) stressed that
getting the dividend requires
more time and stronger
efforts. 

The latest call followed the
publication of the World
Population Prospects and
Forecast that was released by
the United Nations on World
Population Day, which is
annually observed on July 11,

Xinhua news agency report-
ed on Saturday.

Noting that the world's
population has witnessed
tremendous growth in the last
six decades, in which the glob-
al population was around
three billion in 1960, the
report indicated that in just
two decades (by 1982), it
had surpassed five billion and
since November 2022 there
are more than eight billion
people in the world.

NATIONAL COMPANY LAW
APPELLATE TRIBUNAL

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS
Ministry of Corporate Affairs, Government of India,
New Delhi invites online applications on portal namely
https://apptrbmembermca.gov.in from Indian
Nationals for 02 posts of Judicial Members in the
National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT), a
quasi-judicial body established under Section 410 of the
Companies Act, 2013. The number of vacancies are
tentative and may decrease or increase without prior
notice. The Member shall be paid a salary of Rupees two
lakh twenty-five thousand per month plus other
allowances as admissible.

Eligible and willing persons are advised to submit their
application online. The candidates who had earlier
applied need not to apply again. Applications may be
submitted online from 15-07-2024 at 10-00 A.M. Last
Date for submitting online application is 11-08-2024 at
5-30 P.M. Detailed advertisement may be seen on the
portal namely https://apptrbmembermca.gov.in
website of the Ministry of Corporate Affairs
(www.mca.gov.in), DoP&T's website
(https://dopt.gov.in) and National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal�s website (www.nclat.gov.in).
Instruction for filling up of application are available on
the portal https://apptrbmembermca.gov.in

Print out of the application forms after final submission
on online portal duly completed, and signed along with
copies of uploaded documents, and through proper
channel, wherever applicable, must reach by 5-30 P.M.
of 23-08-2024 to Shri Hemant Kumar, Under Secretary,
Ministry of Corporate Affairs, Room No 526, A �Wing�,
5th floor, Shastri Bhawan, Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road,
New Delhi-110001.
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CRPF soldier killed, 3 cops injured
in Manipur's Jiribam ambush 
The CRPF troopers were inside a patrol SUV when the suspected insurgents opened fire
AGENCIES
IMPHAL,  14 JULY  

A
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) jawan
was killed and three
other security per-

sonnel got injured when
suspected militants
ambushed a joint patrol
party with the state police in
Manipur’s Jiribam district on
Sunday, police said. 

The three injured include
a CRPF jawan and two
Manipur police personnel.

A police official in Imphal
said that the joint patrol
party came under heavy fire
from the hilltop by sus-
pected militants at Mor-
bung village of Jiribam dis-
trict bordering Assam.

The CRPF troopers were
inside a patrol SUV when the

suspected insurgents opened
fire, the police official said,
adding that the vehicle was
later found with bullet holes
and its windshield shat-
tered.

The security personnel
retaliated and the militants
took shelter in the forest of
the mountainous terrain.

A combing operation is
now going on and addi-

tional forces have rushed
to the areas.

The injured security per-
sonnel were quickly evacu-
ated and are currently under
medical treatment in the
government hospital.

Sunday’s incident was
the second militant attack on
the security forces in Manipur
in five weeks.

On June 10, suspected
militants attacked the
advance security convoy of
Manipur Chief Minister N.
Biren Singh in the state’s
Kangpokpi district and a
security personnel was
injured in the attack, as per
reports.

The advance security con-
voy was on its way to the trou-
ble-torn Jiribam district on
June 10 ahead of the Chief
Minister’s scheduled visit

to the state’s bordering dis-
trict with Assam which
recently witnessed violence,
as per reports.

The advance convoy was
attacked near Kotlen village
on the Imphal-Jir ibam
National Highway (NH-37).

Jiribam witnessed a wave
of violence after the killing
of 59-year-old farmer Soibam
Saratkumar Singh on June 6.

The Jiribam violence led
to around 900 tribals belong-
ing to the Kuki and Hmar
communities taking shel-
ter at the homes of relatives
and friends in two villages
in the Cachar district of
southern Assam, while
around 1,000 people, most-
ly belonging to the Meitei
community, are now shel-
tered in seven relief camps
in Jiribam.

Amid row, Assam�s Tinsukia promises to reinstall Mahatma statue
AGENCIES
GUWAHATI, 14 JULY  

Amidst huge controversy after
the removal of the statue of
Mahatma Gandhi for the con-
struction of a clock tower in
Assam's Doomdooma town
in Tinsukia, the district
administration decided that
a new seven-feet tall statue
of the father of the nation
would be installed in the
town. 

The controversy began
after a social media post last
week by Mahatma Gandhi's
great-grandson Tushar Gand-
hi.

Tagging a newspaper clip-
ping, Tushar Gandhi in his
post on the X said: "Not sur-
prising that the BJP govern-
ment in Assam decided to

replace Bapu's statue with a
clock tower. 

Their slavish colonial
hangover persists."

Earlier, the Tinsukia dis-
trict administration said that
the statue was removed as
part of the Doom Doom's
makeover project which includ-
ed building a clock tower and
replacing the old statue with
another statue.

Congress leaders and work-
ers led by former Doomdooma
MLA and party leader Durga
Bhumij strongly protested the
move. When the contractor of
the project began the work
recently, Bhumij along with
party workers arrived at the site
and strongly opposed the
removal of the statue of Mahat-
ma Gandhi.

"The BJP never paid due

respect to Gandhiji. Instead, it
always gave respect to Nathu-
ram Godse," the Congress
leader had said.

"At a time when Gandhiji's
statue was set up in as many
as 80 countries around the
world, the Board is going to build

a clock tower by removing the
statue of the Father of the
Nation," the Congress leader
had told the media.

An official of the Tinsukia
district administration on Sun-
day said that the Mahatma
Gandhi statue was installed at
Gandhi chowk in Doomdooma
town around the year 1958.

"Since 1958, the statue had
undergone a lot of wear and
tear and damage. However, it
appears that no scheme was
undertaken for its restoration
or replacement. 

Owing to this, a plan was
undertaken to replace the
existing 5 feet 8-inch Mahat-
ma Gandhi statue with a new
7 feet tall statue under the
scheme Installation of a new
Mahatma Gandhi statue at
Gandhi Chowk, Doomdooma'
under the 15th Finance Com-
mission Grant of Doomdooma
Municipal Board," the official
told the media.

He said on February 15, a
public meeting involving var-
ious organisations of Doom-
dooma town was held and
the details of the two schemes
mentioned and discussed with
the public clearly and trans-
parently and members pres-
ent in the meeting agreed to
the implementation of the
two schemes. After the huge
controversy, Doomdooma BJP
MLA Rupesh Gowala assured
them that a new and taller stat-
ue of Mahatma Gandhi would
be erected at the same site.

"The old statue was in a
dilapidated condition and the
new one would be installed
within six months, along with
beautification of the site,"
Gowala had told the media.

Lakhimpur MP Pradan
Baruah laid the foundation

for Doom Doom's development
project on March 7.

District administration offi-
cials said that the site of con-
struction was cleared on July
3 and the existing statue of
Mahatma Gandhi was lifted on
July 5 to prevent any damage
due to the construction work.

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma, react-
ing to a post of Tushar Gand-
hi, on Friday said on X: "I am
not aware of this decision
taken by the district adminis-
tration. Let me verify the facts.
Assam owes much to Mahat-
ma Gandhi."

"He stood firmly with Bharat
Ratna Gopinath Bordoloi when
the Congress party led by
Nehru wanted to include Assam
in Pakistan under the Group-
ing Plan," Sarma had said.

UP govt to spend ̀ 950 cr to develop world-
class infrastructure in Defence Corridor
AGENCIES
LUCKNOW, 14 JULY 

The Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment in Uttar Pradesh is devel-
oping world-class infrastruc-
ture in the state's Defence
Industrial Corridor. 

The government is invest-
ing Rs 950 crore in this proj-
ect, which includes the con-
struction of high-quality roads,
electricity, water, sewer, and
security systems.

The Defence Industrial Cor-
ridor consists of six nodes,
with the allocated funds des-
ignated for five of them.

According to Uttar Pradesh
Expressways Industrial Devel-
opment Authority (UPEIDA)
officials, projects worth approx-
imately Rs 187 crore have been

completed so far, while works
exceeding Rs 537 crore are
currently underway.

The UPEIDA has allocated
Rs 941.19 crore for infrastruc-
ture development in the Ali-
garh, Kanpur, Jhansi, Lucknow
and Chitrakoot nodes.

Jhansi is receiving the largest
investment, with projects
totalling over Rs 517 crore.

Completed works in Jhansi
exceed Rs 102 crore, whereas
ongoing projects are worth
more than Rs 376 crore, and over
Rs 37 crore is reserved for
future projects.

In Aligarh, over Rs 122 crore
is being invested, with com-
pleted works exceeding Rs 37
crore and ongoing works worth
over Rs 61 crore. Tenders for
projects worth more than Rs
13 crore have been issued,
and approximately Rs 10 crore
is reserved for upcoming proj-
ects.

In Kanpur, over Rs 62 crore
is allocated, with more than Rs
32 crore of works completed,
over Rs 16 crore under con-
struction, and tenders for
works worth more than Rs 13
crore issued.

Congress is a parasitic party, it will
swallow whoever it stands on: Nadda
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, 14 JULY

BJP National President JP
Nadda said that history is wit-
ness as to which party has
strangled the Constitution.    

“Congress has toppled
elected governments 90
times. In the ten years of
Modi's government, Presi-
dent's Rule has been imposed
only in Jammu by removing
the government. Congress
party wants to give reserva-
tion on the basis of religion.
Congress is a party that kills
the Constitution," he said.

Addressing the UP BJP
state working committee
meeting here on Sunday,
the BJP president said that
where Congress has con-
tested elections alone, its
strike rate is just 26 per cent
and where it is with some-
one, its strike rate is 50 per
cent.

“This party has become
a parasite and it wants to gain
power by standing with the
support of the other party.
Today Congress is a party
standing on the strength of
regional parties and region-
al parties should under-
stand this," he said.

He pointed out that the
total of seats won by the
Indian alliance in the Lok
Sabha elections is still less
than the tally of the BJP
alone.

Mr Nadda said  that BJP
is the party of today as well
as the party of the future. “We
should understand that the
responsibility on our shoul-
ders is not seasonal. This
responsibility is always and
constantly on our shoul-
ders," he said.

He said that the people
of India have supported BJP
for the third consecutive
time, so it means that they
have given this mandate for
a special work. " We do pol-
itics all over India. There is
no corner of the country

where BJP is not present. BJP
has reached this position
on the strength of its work-
ers while workers are most
important for the party," he
added.

Mr Nadda said that all par-
ties should understand that
Ram temple was not an elec-
tion issue for the BJP, rather,
it is the party’s ideology.
Even when BJP had only
two seats, it used to do pol-
itics on issues and even
today it does politics on
issues only.

In a political resolution
adopted at the meeting, the
state unit of the BJP noted
that due to the false propa-
ganda of the opposition,
the party had less success in
the elections and issues like
reser vation,  money to
women, Constitutional
change made the difference.

The resolution further
stated that the BJP is com-
mitted to OBC and SC reser-
vation. It also noted that
when the SP comes to power,
it shows its true character,
SP has always opposed reser-
vation and Dr B R Ambed-
kar. The meeting also noted
the need for greater unity and
to strengthen the party.

It was also resolved that
there should not be any hin-
drance in government
recruitments or examina-
tions. Cleanliness and trans-
parency are necessary, and
the party is committed to
impartially investigate the
incident of paper leak and
punish the culprits.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, 14 JULY 

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has cautioned the
people that if Congress
comes to power, it might
clamp a ban on uttering the
word “Hindu”.

Calling Congress “Bhash-
masura” (a mythological
character with the power
to burn up anyone and
reduce to ashes), the saf-
fron party warned its ally
Samajwadi Party that it
would soon be eliminated.

In the political resolu-
tion issued on the occasion,
the BJP attributed the set-
back in the Lok Sabha polls
to confusion created by
the Opposition among the
voters even though the
party performed very well
by grabbing 41% of the
vote share.

The resolution reads:
“Swami Vivekananda, the
inspiration for the youth,
had once said that we
should say with pride that
we are Hindus. But recent-
ly, the leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha,
Rahul Gandhi said that the
people who call themselves
Hindus indulge in violence,
spreading lies and hatred
24 hours a day. His state-
ment is an insult to the
entire Hindu community of
India and the Hindu soci-
ety is hurt. No one has ever
dared to communally
describe the majority Hin-
dus of the country as anar-
chists and violent people in
the sacred temple of Lok
Sabha so far".

�If Cong came
to power, it
might ban the
word Hindu�

India needs economic
growth that is relatable to
every individual: Dhankhar
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 14 JULY

India has made significant
economic growth in the last
10 years, and as per Vice Pres-
ident Jagdeep Dhankhar, now
"we need economic growth
that is relatable to every indi-
vidual." 

Speaking at a cyber secu-
rity conference organised by
the Global Counter Terrorism
Council (GCTC) in the nation-
al capital, the Vice President
said that “from slot number
11, we are at number 5, ahead
of the UK, France, Canada,
Brazil.” He noted that in a mat-
ter of time, India will also be
ahead of Japan and Germany.

However, we now need

“economic growth that is
relatable to every individ-
ual,” he said.

Dhankhar informed about
the “banking inclusion of 500
million people” and that the
country “accounts for near-
ly 50 per cent of global trans-
actions.” 

He also called for ramp-
ing up cyber security. Further,
he noted that the govern-
ment is focussing on com-
mercialisation of 6G. He also
called on educational insti-
tutions, and people to brace
up to live with and to get train-
ing in disruptive technologies
like the Internet of Things, arti-
ficial intelligence, blockchain,
and machine learning, which
is here to stay.
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NAVA THAKURIA

D
uring our school days, a
common essay was memo-
rised by most of the students
to write in the examination,

and it was related to the perennial
floods in Assam. Shockingly, even after
four decades, the situation remains
almost the same, and the annual natu-
ral disaster continues to create havoc
among the people of Assam and its
neighbouring localities, where hun-
dreds of thousands of residents lose
seasonal crops, private and public
properties, and often their family
members. Sometimes, river bank ero-
sion takes away their cultivable land,
making them more vulnerable to the
annual crisis. Thousands of families
also face permanent displacement
from their ancestors' villages, which
virtually makes them people from
nowhere. In the post-flood period too,
various vector-borne diseases like
dengue and malaria strike the villagers
and put them in more trouble. 

Mitigating a natural disaster often
emerges as a major challenge for the
human race, and the perennial flood
in Assam continues to be a matter of
serious concern for the region and the
nation as a whole. Often, government
schemes are announced and also
implemented accordingly, but that
hardly works. Once we talked about
controlling the flood (so the flood con-
trol department existed), and now we
admit we have to adopt ways to live
with the flood. Strict measures to pre-
vent erosion, even after the inundation
of vast areas, may emerge as a focal
point for discussion and the formula-
tion of pragmatic policies. Continuous
factual reporting by the mainstream
media can enhance government agen-
cies ability to help the affected villagers
get adequate relief and rehabilitation

on time. After all, flooding not only
affects people economically, but it can
change the course of their lives for
many families forever.

The second wave of floods,
embracing the incessant rainfall, hit
over 2.7 million people (out of 33 mil-
lion population) in 30 districts of
Assam, where more than 3,500 villages
were submerged by the flood water for
many days. Thousands of families in
the districts of Dhubri, Cachar,
Golaghat, Darrang, Goalpara, Lakhim-
pur, Barpeta, Bongaigaon, Biswanath,
Charaideo, Chirang, Dhemaji, Dibru-
garh, Jorhat, Kamrup & Kamrup (met-
ropolitan), Karbi Anglong, Karimganj,
Hailakandi, Kokrajhar, Majuli, Mori-
gaon, Nagaon, Hojai, Nalbari,
Sivasagar, Sonitpur, Tamulpur, Tin-
sukia, Udalguri, etc. had taken shelter
in 700 relief camps set up by the
administration.

According to the state disaster
management authority, the deluge
claimed nearly 100 lives across Assam.
The muddy flood water from Brahma-
putra, Barak, Kushiyara, Subansiri,
Burhi Dihing, Dikhou, Disang, Dhan-
siri, Jia-Bharali, Puthimari, Kopili, Beki,
Dhaleswari, Pagladiya, Burhadiya, etc.
rivers inundated more than 63,000
hectares of crop area, and it devastated
10,50,000 domestic animals and poul-
try in the state. The disaster also dam-
aged a number of embankments,
roads, bridges, buildings, and other
infrastructure.

Kaziranga National Park and Tiger
Reserve in central India also went
under flood water from the swollen
Brahmaputra River, and no less than
174 wild animals, including 10 rhinos
and 144 deer, died due to drowning
and other causes. The park authority
also successfully rescued 133 animals,
including two rhino calves, during the
flood, and 116 animals were already

released after necessary treatments.
The field director, Sonali Ghosh,
informed the media that most of the
forest camps (out of 233) inside the
park went under flood water for many
days.

The safe habitat for the largest
population of single-horn rhinoceros
in the world eventually experiences
flooding every year, and as the core
430-square-kilometre area goes under
the water, the animals take refuge in
the highlands erected inside it. Many
animals also cross National Highway
715 on its southern border to climb the
hilly areas of Karbi Anglong. While
crossing the highway, some precious
animals are killed by the speeding
vehicles, and hence the authorities
instruct the drivers to maintain the
safe speed limit to avoid any unwanted
incidents.

Often, the vehicles are escorted by
forest officials while crossing the park

to prevent accidents with the fleeing
animals. The Unesco World Heritage
Site, which gives shelter to more than
2,600 one-horned rhinos along with
Asiatic elephants, water buffalo, tigers,
etc., faced a major flood in 2017, when
over 350 animals died due to drown-
ing and colliding with moving vehicles
on the highway. Manas National Park
and Orang National Park also faced the
fury of the flood, even though no major
wildlife destruction was reported from
those forest reserves.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
assured full cooperation with the state
government to deal with the natural
disaster. Union Home Minister Amit
Shah also called Assam chief minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma to reassure all
possible support from the Centre.
Union ministers Sarbananda Sonowal
and Pabitra Margherita also assessed
the flood situation in various parts of
Assam and assured the people that

both the governments in New Delhi
and Dispur are looking for a permanent
solution to the region’s recurring flood
problem. Assam governor Gulab Chand
Kataria also visited some flood-ridden
areas and took stock of the situation.

CM Sarma personally visited a
number of flood-devastated areas to
review the ground situation and inter-
act with the displaced families. He also
directed the state ministers, legislators,
and concerned officials to monitor the
situation closely and take necessary
actions as and when needed. State
ministers Pijush Hazarika, Bimal Bora,
Ranoj Pegu, Jayanta Mallaburuah,
Jogen Mahan, Atul Bora, Keshav
Mahanta, Ranjeet Kumar Dass, etc. vis-
ited the affected villages and reviewed
the rescue and relief operations. Vari-
ous social organisations, like Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh, extended sup-
port to the flood-affected residents and
provided phenyl, bleaching powder,

livestock feed, etc. to address the post-
flood diseases.

A large part of Guwahati, precisely
the bowl-shaped lowland, also wit-
nessed flash floods for several days.
Continued rescue operations were
done by the National Disaster
Response Force, the State Disaster
Response Force, and army personnel
in various parts of the state. Amidst the
chaos, a minor boy was swept away in
the Bamunimaidan area of Guwahati
by the current of flood water, and his
body was recovered three days later
from a drain in the Rajgarh locality.
The victim, identified as Avinash
Sarkar (8), was returning home to
Noonmati locality with his father dur-
ing the evening hours amidst rains
when he fell on a roadside drain. His
parents identified the body at the
Gauhati Medical College Hospital mor-
tuary, and the last rites were performed
accordingly.

Besides Assam, Manipur,
Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Megha-
laya, and Mizoram experienced relent-
less rains and subsequent floods. Heavy
rains swollen the Manipur rivers like
Imphal, Thoubal, Nambul, Iril, etc. and
submerged a large area of arable land
and residential localities. Needless to
mention, even if the flood cannot be
mitigated fully, the devastating impact
can be minimised with proper and
timely policies. New Delhi should dis-
cuss with upper-riparian countries like
Bhutan and Tibet (China) receiving
timely alerts about unusually high rain-
fall and other hydroelectric activities in
their places. It’s also time for the gov-
ernment to redefine the flood adapta-
tion measures so that they can also
bring some positive outcomes for the
common people in the coming days.

The writer is a Guwahati-based special
representative of The Statesman

SHREYASH NAIR 

B
eginning from the chicken’s
neck and extending east till
Arunachal Pradesh in the east,
a piece of heaven is located in

the north-east of India. This part of
India, with its lush green forests, pic-
turesque valleys and magnificent
mountains, is always ready to cast a
spell on you. Though I was born in
Guwahati, I remained blissfully
unaware of the enthralling culture and
landscape of the north-east. This apa-
thy melted away only a decade later,
after my arrival on this planet, when
my family came to know that we would
soon be leaving for Manipur’s capital,
Imphal. My father, who works with the
Central government, had been posted
to Digaru in Assam before. But since I
was born there, I was too young to
have the seeds of recollection sown in
me about that place. 

At first, going to Manipur seemed
mundane, but this was soon to be
proven wrong. On the flight to
Manipur, as the pilot skillfully
manoeuvred the big bird in the skies
to land, the mystique and majestic
Loktak Lake caught our eye. As the
plane prepared to land, we could see
the scattered floating island called

Phumdis. This was only one of the
many surprises waiting for us in

this part of the country. After
experiencing the dry and

humid climate of
mainland India

for quite
some

time, the tranquil and cool weather
was something I was overjoyed to soak
in. The drive from the airport to our
new house was again something truly
remarkable. I devoured everything
with my eyes. It was the first time I saw
ducks playing mischievously in green
water, vast tracts of vegetation and rice
fields, and the majestic mountains at
the horizon. 

There at our new house, I was
greeted by hens and proud roosters,
which was followed by the arrival of a
duck duo. Throughout my stay in
Manipur, the chickens and the ducks
were my inseparable companions. The
biggest of all the ducks was named
Donald. He was the leader of the pack
and was frequently engaged in con-
fused struggles with the chickens. The
chickens and the ducks fought like
gladiators for their share of rice. A year
later, to the surprise of the chickens
and the ducks, an exotic turkey trio
arrived. The turkeys were unlike any-
thing I had ever seen. During meal-
time, the turkeys were the fastest at
gobbling up rice, ready to fight valiant-
ly for each grain. All this hurried
munching and chomping made
those three birds the largest of
all the birds in our house. As
for Donald, he was now faced
with stiff competition from
three monstrous oddities.
Another characteristic of
the turkeys was their
hyperactivity. They would
respond to the bell of my
cycle with a bizarre
trumpet-like sound and
play football with me,
hitting the ball with the

force of their whole
body. To exhibit

their superi-
ority

and power over the other members of
the feathered household, they began
toppling pots, stealing food, and refus-
ing to go inside the coop during the
night. Unfortunately for Donald, he
was unable to overthrow the oppres-
sive ‘turkey regime’. Keeping the
turkeys as permanent guests was obvi-
ously not sustainable. The turkeys were
soon taken by a wildlife protection
organisation. Donald had recaptured
his monopoly over his once-lost power. 

Manipuri food was another thing
that came as a revelation to me. During
one of the feasts held at the campus, I
took a bite out of what seemed to me
to be a chutney. This, I came to know,
was a delicacy named ‘eromba’. As I
placed some of the eromba in my
mouth, I felt something hard on my
palate, which was different from the
otherwise soft texture of the eromba. I
took the mysterious entity out of the
palm of my hand and suddenly found
myself looking at a small fish’s head,
threat-

ening to come alive at any moment.
Over time, I became accustomed to the
food of Manipur. Yet another thing
about the north-east is its love for
music and sports. My parents figured
that this was a golden opportunity for
me to learn music. On the contrary, I
was reluctant to go. Sliding my fingers
over sharp metal strings was not some-
thing I was excited to do. After being
faced with some mild rebuke, it was
finally decided that I would go accom-
panied by my father’s old guitar. 

To cut a long story short, it has
been six years since that day, and I still
play the guitar each and every day.
Inside the campus of the school was a
badminton court. In the beginning, I
could barely hold the racket properly.
Nevertheless, my friends and I began
playing regularly every evening. Slowly,
we improved at the game, and soon it
became an obsession. It was uncom-
fortable and irritating to stay at home
during the evening. During rainy days,
we would think of ways to reach the
court. But badminton was not the only
thing that

we

were inter-
ested in.
There was
a large foot-

ball field a
stone’s throw

from our
home. Over 25

people, both
adults and chil-

dren, would gather
each day to run after a

ball without an end with the
hope of scoring a goal. These

friendly matches were especially fun
during the rainy days. While the field
was engulfed in a curtain of rain and
the clouds were illuminated by flashes
of thunder, we would be covered in

mud, passing the ball with our legs to
each other. Then I would come back
home and take a soothing bath in
warm water. Each day was the same. I
would hastily finish my lunch by two in
the afternoon, grab my bicycle, and be
out for the day till seven or eight in the
evening. But our time in Manipur was
limited. 

After three years in Manipur, it
was time to go to another north-east-
ern state capital, Shillong. During our
early days in Shillong, I would spend
most of the time reading. Eventually,
we decided to go and try out tourist
hotspots like Cherrapunji and Dawki.
All these destinations were truly
remarkable. Even the route and jour-
ney to these places are extraordinary.
You get to see high peaks and deep val-
leys, along with clouds that look as if
they fell from the sky. In contrast to
these places, here in the heart of Shil-
long was the Police Bazaar, overflowing
with a sea of people. I was amazed
when I saw this place for the first time.
Wherever your eyes travel, there are
vendors and shops. There are numer-
ous small lanes and streets and sur-

prises at each turn. Whatever you
want and whatever you need, you

will be able to get here. I also
went on a school trip to the

Mawphlang sacred forest,
where you are not

allowed to take anything
from the forest. When
we came outside the
forest, we were greet-
ed by a light drizzle—
not something to
panic about. Some-
time later, while I was
running to get my
spot on a group

photo, I overlooked
the slippery soil. And

suddenly I found myself
mud-clad top to bottom

with mud in my blazer,
and my white shirt turned

brown—definitely something
to worry about. Another place

that is a must for everyone to go to
is Laitlum Canyon. When you reach
there, you are received by clouds. You
can see the magnificence of the deep
valley and the cloud-clad mountains.
While I have never set foot outside
India, I reckon why they call Megha-
laya the Abode of Clouds, or indeed the
Scotland of the East. For a brief period
of time in Shillong, I devoted much of
my time to table tennis. Hitting a small
ball with a small racket was very pleas-
urable to me. So much so that I joined
a coaching academy at the Laban
Sports Club in Shillong. For the state
championship, the members of our
academy had to go to Tura in Garo
Hills. This was also the first time that I
was on my own, going to another place
without my parents. We left early in the
morning from our academy. We trav-
elled in an overcrowded bus with the

bags and suitcases thrown in the back,
and by the time it was afternoon when
we were near Assam’s border, the sun
was beating down mercilessly. Coming
from Shillong, I was wearing the thick-
est jacket I could find in my cupboard.
This journey made me realise that I
was indeed living in a paradise in Shil-
long.

And then suddenly, another twist
in the journey occurred as the bus’s
engine failed. Thus, we found our-
selves stuck in the middle of nowhere.
As one after the other, the elders put
their engineering skills to the test, we,
the students inside, were being
cooked. We remained in this position
for around two hours. And then, after
much contemplation and debate, it
was decided that another bus would
be called. We could finally escape the
scorching sun. At around three, we
stopped at one of the many roadside
dhabas. We were taking the route to
Tura via Assam. The dhaba was full,
and we had to share tables with
strangers. If this was not enough, we
had to see the people in front of us
gobbling their food, spreading the rice
from their plate in each direction. The
food there did not win my heart, but
the oil in it was certainly capable of
stopping it. We finally reached our des-
tination at night, where we stayed in a
hostel. The next day, the only thing left
to do was to reach the stadium. For
this, we had to accomplish the mam-
moth task of booking an autorickshaw
and venturing into it. None of us were
experienced hagglers. Nevertheless, we
stopped an auto, stuffed ourselves in
it, and started for the stadium.
Through the application of collective
bargaining, we could negotiate a lower
price and get an elephantine profit of 5
rupees.

During our stay in Shillong, we
also went to Nagaland during the
Hornbill festival and were pleasantly
taken aback by the vibrant colours,
mouth-watering food, and hospitable
people. Another time, we also went to
my birthplace, Digaru, from where we
travelled to Pobitora Wildlife Sanctu-
ary, where we rode the slow-moving
broad back of an elephant named
Migoras and saw majestic rhinos from
a very close range. For the past few
months, I have been preparing for my
All India Secondary Board Examina-
tions. But now that they are over, I have
ample time to write what you are read-
ing now. And I am glad that you have
read to the end. Take it from me: as
someone who has been born here in
the North East and spent most of time
on earth in this beautiful paradise, the
valiant tribes, the hospitable people,
the magnificent views, the landscape, a
kaleidoscope of music and vibrant cul-
ture beckon you, always ready to cast a
spell on you. 

The writer is an eleventh-standard student at
Army Public School, Shillong

Addressing perennial flood menace in Assam

Growing up in the north-east: 
A whimsical journey through childhood
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5th T20I: India beat Zimbabwe by
42 runs to secure T20I series 4-1

AGENCIES
HARARE, 14 JULY

A fine four-wicket spell by
Mukesh Kumar and half-cen-
tury by Sanju Samson were
the highlights as India defeat-
ed Zimbabwe by 42 runs in
the fifth and final T20I at
Harare to secure the series on
Sunday. India has won the
series 4-1.

In the run chase of 168
runs, India was off to a fine
start as pacer Mukesh Kumar
clean bowled Wessly Mad-
hevere for a duck. Zimbab-
we was 1/1 in 0.3 overs.

Brian Bennett and Tadi-
nawanashe Marumani tried
to put India under pressure,
getting three boundaries in
Tushar Deshpande's over.
However, before the threat
could increase, Mukesh ended
it, with the ball getting top edge
of Bennett's bat and reach-
ing Shivam Dube at third
man. Bennett was gone for 10
in eight balls. Zimbabwe was
15/2 in 2.3 overs.

In the later half of the
powerplay, Marumani joined
with Dion Myers and target-
ed Mukesh and spinner Ravi
Bishnoi. Zimbabwe ended
the powerplay on high, with
three boundaries against
Bishnoi and 16 runs from
the over. At the end of six overs,
Zimbabwe was 47/2, with
Marumani (22*) and Myers
(12*) unbeaten.

Zimbabwe reachhed the

50-run mark in 6.4 overs.
The 44-run stand between

Marumani and Myers ended
with Washington Sundar trap-
ping Marumani leg-before-
wicket for 27 in 24 balls, with
five fours. Zimbabwe was
59/3 in 8.2 overs.

Skipper Sikandar Raza was
at the crease and halfway
through the innings, Zim-
babwe was 69/3, with Raza (2*)
and Myers (25*) unbeaten.

The partnership between
Myers and Raza was yet
another short one, as Dube
got Myers' wicket with assis-
tance from Abhishek Sharma
for 34 in 32 balls, with four
boundaries and a six. Zim-
babwe was 85/4 in 12.4 overs.

Dube just could not be kept

out of action as he ran out Raza
for just eight and got the
wicket of Jonathan Campbell
for four runs in quick suc-
cession, reducing Zimbabwe
to 90/6 in 14.4 overs.

The all-rounders were
enjoying a feast on a tough
Harare surface as Abhishek
Sharma cleaned up wicket-
keeper-batter Clive Madande
for just one run, with Sanju
Samson taking a fine catch.
Zimbabwe was 94/7 in 15.1
overs.

Faraz Akram and Bran-
don Mavuta helped Zim-
babwe put up some fight,
helping them cross the 100-
run mark in 16.2 overs. Akram
targeted Tushar Deshpande
with some fine hits. Desh-

pande got Mavuta for just four
runs. Zimbabwe was 120/8 in
17.5 overs.

In the penultimate over,
Mukesh got a dangerous Faraz
caught behind by Samson
for 27 in 13 balls, essentially
sealing the game. Zimbabwe
was 123/9 in 18.2 overs. He
also removed Richard Ngar-
va for a duck, getting his
fourth wicket. Zimbabwe was
all out for 125 in 18.3 overs,
losing by 42 runs.

Mukesh (4/22) was the
pick of the bowlers for India.
Dube also delivered a fine spell
of 2/25. Abhishek, Washing-
ton and Tushar also got a
wicket each.

Earlier, a fine half-centu-
ry by Sanju Samson and a

quickfire cameo by Shivam
Dube powered India to a
modest 167/6 in their 20
overs in the fifth and final T20I
of the series against Zim-
babwe at Harare on Sunday.

India needs to defend 168
runs in order to win the series
4-1

Abhishek Sharma joined
the skipper, Shubman Gill, at
the crease. The pair eased off
some pressure by taking down
Faraz Akram with two fours
and a six in the third over. But
in the next over, pacer Bless-
ing Muzarabani removed
Abhishek for 14 in 11 balls, with
a four and six.

Wicketkeeper Clive Man-
dande took a fine catch. India
was 38/2 in 3.5 overs.

In the very next over, India
landed in a big trouble as skip-
per Gill lost his wicket to
Richard

Ngarva for 13 in 14 balls,
with Raza plucking a catch at
mid-on. India was 40/3 in five
overs. At the end of six overs
of powerplay, India was 44/3,
with Sanju Samson (3*) and
Riyan Parag (1*) unbeaten.

Samson-Parag, teammates
from Rajasthan Royals (RR)
in the Indian Premier League
(IPL), continued with their fine
chemistry displayed in the
league, this time in Indian
colours.

They took India to the
halfway point of the inning
without much attacking,
besides a six each from both.

At the end of 10 overs, India
was 75/3, with Samson (19*)
and Parag (14*) unbeaten.

In the 12th over, Samson
relieved some pressure by
hitting Brandon Mavuta for
two sixes and getting 15 runs
off the over. The duo stitched
their half-century partnership
in 40 balls.

India reached the 100-
run mark in 12.4 overs.

Mavuta got the scalp of
Parag for 22 in 24 balls, with
a six after the batter mistimed
a slog which landed in the
hands of Ngarva at long-off.
The 65-run partnership was
over. India was 105/3 in 14.2
overs.

At the end of 15 overs,
India was 113/4, with Shiv-
am Dube (8*) and Samson
(40*) unbeaten.

Samson reached his sec-
ond T20I half-century in 39
balls, with four sixes.

At the start of final over,
Dube was run out by Raza and
Faraz for a 12-ball 26, with two
fours and two sixes. India
was 153/6 in 19.1 overs. How-
ever, Rinku was able to end
India's inning on a high with
six and four by leg bytes on
the final two balls. India
ended their innings at 167/6,
with Rinku (11*) and Wash-
ington Sundar (1*) unbeaten.

Muzarbani (2/19) was the
pick of the bowlers for Zim-
babwe. Ngarva, Raza, and
Mavuta also got a wicket
each.

A fine four-wicket spell by Mukesh Kumar and half-century by Sanju Samson were the highlights

�MANPREET SINGH LOVES PLAYING FOR THE NATION�
Indian hockey player Manpreet Singh's wife Illi Saddique pulled back the curtain on the life of the

charismatic midfielder, delving into the highs and lows of his career.   "Delighted. We are super
proud, super excited, and super stoked to see him play his fourth Olympics. Seeing him do
what he loves and what he is meant to do makes the family very happy and delighted. When
I speak to his mother, we always say that the journey from playing his first game, his first

tournament, to going on to play his fourth Olympics is something we never imagined. But he
keeps proving himself, and he loves playing for the nation," Illi said in the latest episode of

'Hockey Te Charcha, Familia,' a unique series launched by hockey India ahead of the Olympic Games.

India Champions defeat Pakistan Champions
to clinch World Championship of Legends 2024
AGENCIES
EDGBASTON, 14 JULY

In a pulsating finale of the
World Championship of Leg-
ends 2024, India Champions
emerged victorious by defeat-
ing arch-rivals Pakistan Cham-
pions by five wickets here at Edg-
baston on Saturday (July 13).

The Yuvraj Singh-led side
showcased their dominance in
the competition and secured
the coveted title in a match that
went down to the wire as two
teams fought hard.

Pakistan Champions, opt-
ing to bat first after winning the
toss, posted a competitive total
of 156 for 6 in their 20 overs.

Kamran Akmal (24 off 19)
and Maqsood (21 off 12) gave

the team a solid start, but reg-
ular wickets kept the scoring
in check.

The standout performer
was Shoaib Malik, who scored
a crucial 41 off 23 balls, anchor-
ing the innings. Captain You-
nis Khan failed to make a mark
as he was clean bowled by
Irfan Pathan for 7. The middle-
order collapsed and Misbah-
ul-Haq was retired hurt after a
brisk 18, late contributions
from Sohail Tanvir (19* off 9)

ensured Pakistan reached a
respectable score. Indian
bowlers, led by Anureet Singh
who clinched three wickets
with support from Vinay Kumar,
Pawan Negi and Irfan Pathan
(one wicket each) were instru-
mental in containing Pakistan's
batting lineup.

In response, India Cham-
pions started their run chase
with intent. Despite losing
Robin Uthappa (10) early,
Ambati Rayudu's explosive 50
off 30 balls set the foundation
for the chase for the Men in Blue.

Suresh Raina too departed
cheaply for 4 in the same over,
helping Pakistan make a come-
back. But a strong partner-
ship between Rayudu and Gur-
keerat Singh Maan (34 off 33)

kept India on track.
Rayudu and Mann also

departed in a space of 10 runs
but the momentum stayed
firmly in India's favour with Yusuf
Pathan's blistering 30 off 16 balls
before the latter was dismissed
in the penultimate over.

With captain Yuvraj Singh
(15*) and Irfan Pathan (5*) at
the crease, India sealed the
win, finishing at 159 for 5 in 19.1
overs, much to the delight of
their fans.

Pakistan's bowlers, despite
their best efforts, couldn't halt
India's march towards the tar-
get. Aamer Yamin was the pick
of the bowlers with figures of
3-0-29-2, supported by Sohail
Tanvir and Sohail Khan, who
took one wicket each.

2nd Hockey India Sub Junior Men & Women
North Zone Championship  set to begin in UP
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 14 JULY

The 2nd Hockey India Sub
Junior Men and Women North
Zone Championship 2024 is
set to start in Jhansi, Uttar
Pradesh, on July 15. The finals
will take place on July 22.

The member units par-
ticipating in the 2nd Hockey
India Sub Junior Men North
Zone Championship 2024
are Hockey Haryana, Hock-
ey Chandigarh, and Hockey
Uttarakhand in Pool A, while
Uttar Pradesh Hockey, Hock-
ey Punjab, Delhi Hockey, and
Hockey Jammu and Kash-
mir are in Pool B, as per an
official release by Hockey
India.

Meanwhile, the member
units participating in the 2nd
Hockey India Sub Junior
Women North Zone Cham-
pionship 2024 are Hockey
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh Hock-
ey, Hockey Punjab, Hockey
Himachal, Hockey Chandi-
garh, and Hockey Uttarak-
hand.

Hockey Punjab and Hock-
ey Jammu and Kashmir will
get the event underway in the
Sub Junior Men's category in
Uttar Pradesh tomorrow, fol-
lowed by matches between

Uttar Pradesh Hockey and
Delhi Hockey. In the Sub
Junior Women's category,
Hockey Haryana will face
Hockey Chandigarh, followed
by a clash between Hockey
Punjab and Hockey Himachal.
The last match of the day will
see Uttar Pradesh Hockey
play against Hockey Uttarak-
hand.

"Uttar Pradesh has a rich
history of hockey. I am sure
that through this Champi-
onship, we will see exciting
action and impressive per-
formances by our young play-
ers. I am looking forward to
the matches," said Hockey

India President Dilip Tirkey
said as quoted by the release.

Hockey India Secretary
General Bhola Nath Singh
said, "The 2nd Hockey India
Sub Junior Men and Women
North Zone Championship
2024 is a platform for all the
young players to showcase
their skills and impress the
selectors. 

Through this, we aim to
identify players and give them
proper guidance and sup-
port. I would like to wish all
the teams participating the
best of luck and hope to see
some exciting matches in
the tournament." 
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AGENCIES
PUNE, 14 JULY

Karnataka’s Saneeth DS and
Gujarat’s Tasnim Mir registered
comfortable victories over
their respective opponents to
clinch the men’s and women’s
singles titles in the VV Natu
Memorial All India Senior
Ranking badminton tourna-
ment here on Sunday.

Third seed Saneeth ended
the dream run of qualifier
Tushar Suveer 21-15, 21-12 in
a 44-minute clash of two Kar-
nataka players in the men’s
final after Tasnim had got
the better of Devika, who
won the last ranking meet in
Bengaluru, 21-16, 21-13.

While the youngsters ruled
the singles categories, the
experienced Aarthi Sara Sunil
showed that she was still a
force to reckon with as she
teamed up with VS Varshini
to clinch the women’s dou-
bles crown.

The top seeds came from
a game down to beat Kar-
nataka’s former national
champions Shikha Gautam
and Ashwini Bhat K 17-21, 22-
20, 21-18 in 53 minutes.

Saneeth, Tasnim clinch singles titles
in VV Natu Memorial tournament

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 14 JULY

Former Pakistan all-rounder
Billy Ibadulla passed away on
Friday at the age of 88. 
The former cricketer played
four Tests between 1964 and
1967 and was the first Pakistan
batter to score a century on
his Test debut.

He made his Test debut in
1964 against Australia in
Karachi and played a 166-run
knock in the first inning. 

Ibadulla was also part of
a 249-run opening partner-
ship with his fellow debu-
tant and wicketkeeper, Abdul
Kadir. 

It remains the highest part-
nership between two debu-
tants for any wicket in Test
cricket.

Ibadulla appeared in only
three more Tests, where his
best score was 32. He bagged
one wicket with his offbreak.

He was more prolific in first-
class cricket, scoring 17,078
runs at 27.28 and picking up
462 wickets at 30.96. 

Of his 417 first-class out-
ings, 377 were for Warwick-
shire, for whom he played for
more than a decade.

Former Pakistan
cricketer Billy
Ibadulla passes
away at 88


