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When Love Stops
Being Easy

Long-married couples are
now parting ways. What has
\ prompted this and why are
grey divorces on the rise?

FOUR-PAGE PULLOUT

MUMBAI VISIT: INAUGURATES PROJECTS WORTH OVER 29,000 CR

PM Modi hits back at Opp: More jobs
as pace of mfra prolects stepped up

PM: Aim to make
state a financial
powerhouse of
world, Mumbai
fintech capital

NAYONIKA BOSE
MUMBAI, JULY 13

COUNTERING THE Opposition's
attack onrising unemployment,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
who inaugurated projects worth
over Rs 29,000 crore in Mumbai
on Saturday, said that every in-
frastructure project leads to job
creation, and the increased pace
of infrastructure development
has led to increased employ-
ment generation.

This was Modi's first visit to
the city since his re-election last
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Maharashtra CM Eknath Shinde, Governor Ramesh Bais
and Deputy CMs Devendra Fadnavis and Ajit Pawar in Mumbai on Saturday. Sankhadeep Banerjee

month. Among other projects,
he laid the foundation stone for
two underground twin tunnel
projects.

“With the construction of

Reasi attackers paid
local cattle trader for
logistics, finds probe

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, JULY 13

SHORTLY AFTER attacking a bus
ferrying pilgrims in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Reasi on June 9, killing
nine people, three terrorists from
Pakistan gave Rs 5,000 to a local
resident for the logistical support
he provided, itis learnt. With his
help, central agencies have now
prepared sketches of two more
attackers.

Investigation into the case
had been transferred from the
Jammu and Kashmir police to
the National Investigation
Agency, on the directions of the

INSIDE

AS J&K L-G GETS
MORE POWERS,
PARTIES CALLIT
‘ANTI-DEMOCRATIC’

PAGE 6

Nine people were killed in
the attack on June 9. File

Ministry of Home Affairs.
OnJune 20, the J&K police had
arrested Hakam Din, a 45-year-
old from Rajouri district. He used
to be a porter at Mata Vaishno
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

every bridge, road or manufactur-
ing of railway coaches, someone
gets a job. With the increasing
pace of infrastructure develop-
ment, employment generationis

also increasing, and with higher
investment, these opportunities
will increase further,” he said.
Saying that Maharashtra has
propagated cultural, social and

MTNL on the brink
of debt default, knocks
on Govt door for funds

AANCHAL MAGAZINE &
SOUMYARENDRA BARIK
NEW DELHI, JULY 13

STATE-OWNED Mahanagar
Telephone Nigam Limited
(MTNL) has sought funds from
the government since it does not
have sufficient funds to pay in-
terest on its debt obligations.
With the date for paying in-
terest on a part of debt due a week
later on July 20 and more interest
payments to be made in coming
months, any further delay may
force lenders toinvoke the sover-
eign guarantee accompanying
the debt raised by the company.
A section in the government

BYPOLLS IN SEVEN STATES

INDIA bloc takes 10 of 13
Assembly seats, BJP gets 2

TMC sweep in Bengal; Bihar seat goes to Independent

national consciousness inthe = ASADREHMAN THE WINNERS
country, Modi added: “We have = NEW DELHI, JULY 13
to remember that gOOdWIH CONSTITUENCY CANDIDATE VOTE SHARE

(sadbhaav) and harmony IN THE first big electoral battle  WEST BENGAL (TMC retains Maniktala, wrests the rest from BJP)
(sauhard) are intrinsic to th?, path  after the Lok Sabha poll results Raiganj . Krishna Kalyani, TMC | 57.97%(+21.39)
to prosperity (samruddhi). last month, the INDIA bloc par- e I
Accusing the Opposition of  ties,which contested separately ~ \anaghatDakshin ukut Mani Adhikar, j 2> Rl
creating a false narrative, hecited  in West Bengal and Punjab, Bagda Madhuparna Thakur,TMC =~ : 55.04%(+10.1)
arecent report released by the  gained fiveseatstowin 10ofthe ~ Maniktala . Supti Pandey, TMC . 71.65%(+20.83)
Rleserve8 Bank qf Il?dri:l lel?iCh said 13 Assertrllbly ls)ealtsl.iglcross Sf]vle(? HIMACHAL PRADESH (Seats were with Independents who joined BJP)
almost 8 crore jobshad beencre-  states where bypolls were held. .
ated in the last three-four years.  The BJP, on the other hand, re- Dehrf" Kan_ﬂeSh Thakur, Cong 57.94%(+26.38)
“With these projects which  tained just two of its three seats ~ Hamirpur Ashish Sharma, BJP | 51.23%(+27.98)
are worthaboutRs 30,000 crore,  in West Bengal, while ally JD(U)  Nalagarh Hardeep Singh Bawa,Cong : 46.43%(+19.58)

employment opportunities will
also be created in Maharashtra.
Only two-three months back,
the Central Government gave
clearance for Vadhavan port. This

lost its seat in Bihar to an
Independent.

In the bypoll results on
Saturday, only one of the three
outgoing Independent MLAs

UTTARAIKHAND (Congretains Badrinath, wrests Manglaur from BSP)

Badrinath
Manglaur

Lakhapat Singh Butola, Cong |
Qazi Md. Nizamuddin, Cong

51.93% (+4.05)
| 37.91%(+141)

BIHAR (Singh was with LJP last time and got 24% votes, wrests seat from JDU)

%03 SBt which i.Tlclose to ovelr Rs V¥1ho contested as BJC{3 rcle.mdidaltgs Rupauli | ShankarSingh, Ind | 39.97%

,000 crore, will createemploy-  this time, retained his seat in DMK retai :

ment opportunities for over 10 Himachal Pradesh. TI_\MIL N[.\D U( ¢ ams.sea ).

lakh people,” he said. The Trinamool Congress Vikravandi Anniyur Siva, DMK . 63.22%(+14.81)

“I had said that in the third (TMC) in West Bengal saw the = PUNJAB (AAP retains seat )
term %f thelN?‘?thVEtrﬁlmem' CONTINUEDONPAGE2  j3jandhar West : Mohinder Bhagat, AAP i 58.39%(+24.66)
we will work at thrice the pace. . .
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 MADHYA PRADESH (Shahretains seat he fought Iast-tlme from Cong)

RELATED REPORTS Amarwara Kamlesh Pratap Shah,BJP | 40.84%(+3.54)
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Managing
long-term
@ debt

EXPLAINED

ONE OF the options MTNL
had to ensure was an as-
set monetisation plan
that would have helped it
raise funds. But of the

Rs 17,500 crore target
fixed in 2019, it has mon-
etised assets to the tune of
only Rs 1,500-1,600 crore.

is concerned since most MTNL
debt is backed by a sovereign
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Army looking at 360-degree’ appraisal
with inputs from peers, subordinates

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI, JULY 13

SEEKING TO bring in a more
comprehensive process to assess
the performance of its person-
nel, the Army is learnt to be con-
sidering the “360-degree ap-
praisal” method which would
include inputs from peers and
subordinates too.

This s likely to be on the lines
of the appraisal method learnt to
be employed by the central gov-
ernment to assess the perform-
ance of civil servants, including
officers from the All India
Services and other Group A serv-
ices, for empanelment to the
post of joint secretary and above.

Senior officials said the issue
was discussed at the Army
Commanders' Conference in

May. The Army is learnt to have
sought comments from all its
Commands on the need for such
an appraisal system.
The Army, at present, follows
a three-tier hierarchical model
for performance appraisal of its
personnel. The initiating officer
(I0), whois the immediate supe-
rior of the person being assessed,
writes the Annual Confidential
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

As MP doubles down on cattle smuggling,
officials busy with arrests and demolitions

PAGE1
ANCHOR

ANAND MOHAN
SEONI, JULY 13

MADHYA PRADESH has de-
clared 2024 as ‘Gauvansh Raksha
Varsh’ (Bovine Protection Year),
doubled down on efforts to con-
fiscate vehicles used in cattle
smuggling, tripled the budget for
cow protection and directed sen-
ior officers in every district to
clamp down on cow slaughter.

MP CM Mohan Yadav had directed state officials to take
strict action on illegal transportation of cows. Anand Mohan

Since Mohan Yadav took over
as Chief Minister six months ago,
the BJP government has made
evident that cow protection and
acrackdown on cattle smuggling
are among its top priorities, forc-
ing an already stretched govern-
ment machinery — the district
administration, police and pros-
ecution — to match up to the task.

From January to June this
year, police arrested 1,651 peo-
plein 731 casesrelated to illegal
cattle transport in the state; the
corresponding period last year
saw 212 cases and around 400

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Imagine Your
Mom and Dad,

Laughing joyously on the snowy slopes of Smtzerland...
Capturing an Insta moment in Kerala's tea gardens... Staring in
awe at the grandeur of Niagara Falls in America... Feeling the
rush of excitement on a bullet train through Japan... Posing for
a cherished selfie at Australia's Opera House... Sailing across the
tranquil waters of Lake Pichola in Rajasthan... Soaking in the
stunning natural beauty of Scandinavia... Soaring high with a

helicopter ride over Cape Town...
So what are you waiting for?
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Just send them with Veena World!
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Let's gift joyful memories to the elders in our home with Veena World's safe, secure,
and perfectly planned Seniors’' Special Tours in India and around the World. Let their
golden age be a celebration of life, laughter, and new beginnings. So, just send them
with Veena World and now let them also happily say, Chalo, Bag Bharo, Nikal Pado!

Special tours celebrating ' World Senior Citizen's Day’. More Seniors’ Spl tours on veenaworld.com

WORLD
SENIOR

CITIZEN’S
o DAY

21* AUGUST 2024

Enjoy
on Seniors’ Special Tours
Musical Might & Dance
Ramp Walk Carnival

5inging & Story Telling
and more

Group tour price includes return airfare, transport, accommodation, all meals: breakfast-lunch-dinner, sightsesing with entrance Vieana World guarantees
fees, driver and guide tips, travel insurance®, services of a Tour Manager and VISA fee (except for Free Visa Countries).

Kashmir (6D/8D)| Shimla Manali Dalhousie Dharamshalal MNainital Mussoorie | Assam Meghalaya :
Aug 19/ Aug 17 | B Days - Aug 17 | Amritsar - 8 Days | Haridwar - 6 Days | 7/ Days
55000/ 66000 |45000 Aug 18 - 48000 Aug 18 - 41000 Dec 1- 82000
Sikkim Darjeeling | Rajasthan Rajasthan Mewad| Indore Ujjain Mandu | Gujarat
Gangtok Lachung | 6 Days - Aug 1 9 Days - Oct 15 {5D) Aug 19, 20 7 Days - Aug 19

_(?D)Dc‘t 5-62000| 30000 50000 35000 35000
Bhubaneswar Puri | Kerala Nepal Bhutan Sri Lanka
Konark Chilika(6l)| & Days - Aug 18 | 8 Days - Oct 16 g9 Days - Aug 18 7 Days - Aug 16
Oct 20 - 55000 | 31000 73000 81000 89000
Singapaore Malaysia | Singapore Thailand | Vietnam Cambodia | Vietnam Japan
7 Days - Aug 17 | Malaysia -10 Days |10 Days - Aug 13 | 8 Days - Aug 17 7 Days - Aug 17 Rast assured
135000 160000-Aug 18 | 175000 135000 220000 Veena World's carir'!g Tour
Australia Dubai Abu Dhabi| Europe Egypt/Greece (3D/8D)| All of Eastern *‘f":”ﬂEIEH" ﬂfgﬁ?ﬁmm”
7 Days-Oct8 | (5D)Aug 18, Aug 25|15 Days - Sept 19 | Aug 20/0ct 10 Europe - 15 Days E“"“ r'-'”" “éi‘:‘ u | k
200000 | 75000 355000 185000-230000 | Sep 27-305000 [ReuGMUR Nl

pay no extra charge.
yOou 8 room partner.

veenaworld.com | 550 ot est Monday-Saturday 10 to 7 -
Call: 1800 22 7979 ;’:_";'n‘:‘"“:f traveli@veenaworid.com \ VEENA WORLD

A group tours are o Mumbal. Tour price
af baoking, iour price b Be paid & Rl INR by LR NEFTAATG
Weorkd, Gorvarnmeand Taees agply ANy e niacs in Y3 Baixes, alrport taaos, WISA fees, 51
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Travel. Explore, Celebrate Lite.
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NOTHING CMF WATCH PRO 2 REVIEW: A FRESH TAKE ON A BUDGET SMARTWATCH

The CMF Watch Pro 2 isn’t the smartest fitness tracker on the market, and Nothing doesn’t expect it to be. It
covers the basics — designed for beginners, not gym enthusiasts and fitness nerds who are looking for
deeper statistics and advanced fitness tracking capabilities.

ENTERTAINMENT

FROM PAGE ONE
PM Modi hits back at Opp: More jobs

as pace of infra projects stepped up

And today, we are watching this
happen. Maharashtra has a glo-
rious history, empowered pres-
ent and dreams of a prosperous
future. It has a strong role to play
in Viksit Bharat. It has the power
of industry, agriculture as well as
the finance sector. This power
has made Mumbai the financial
capital... With this power, | have
a goal to make Maharashtra a fi-
nancial powerhouse of the world
and make Mumbai the fintech
capital of the world,” he said.
Besides creating employ-
ment, the projects will improve
connectivity in Mumbai and its
neighbouring areas, he said.
These include the Goregaon
Mulund Link Road (GMLR) and
the Thane-Borivali Twin Tunnel
Project, for which he performed
the “bhoomi pujan” on Saturday.

The two projects are together
valued at nearly Rs 23,000 crore.

Pegged atRs 16,600.40 crore,
the 11.8 km-long Thane Borivali
Twin Tunnel Project, which is
being executed by the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region
Development Authority (MM-
RDA), is slated to be India's
longest and largest urban tunnel.
It will reduce the distance be-
tween Thane and Borivali to 12
km.

Executed by the BMC, the en-
tire GMLR will be 12.2 km long,
while the twin tunnels will
measure 4.7 km each. The GMLR
tunnel will connect Film City, in-
side the Aarey Forest in the west-
ern suburbs, with Khindi Panda
at Bhandup in the eastern sub-
urbs.

Modi also laid the foundation

stones for remodelling of the
Kalyan yard, which is pegged at
over Rs 800 crore, and construc-
tion of the Gati Shakti multi-
modal cargo terminal at Turbhe
worth Rs 27 crore. He also inau-
gurated the Rs 5,600 crore
Mukhyamantri Yuva Karya
Prashikshan Yojana, an intern-
ship programme which seeks to
provide employment to the
youth.

Further, a new platform at
the Lokmanya Tilak Terminus
(LTT) as well as extended plat-
forms at Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Terminus were also in-
augurated.

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde and Deputy Chief
Ministers Devendra Fadnavis
and Ajit Pawar were among
those present at the event at

INTERVIEW WITH
ALIFAZAL

Mirzapur always leaves
me with injuries, says
actor

Goregaon's NESCO centre.

“The double-engine
Mahayuti has been working
hard over the past two years to
remove the speed-breakers in-
troduced by the previous gov-
ernment,” Shinde said. Listing
his government's welfare
schemes, he said they would win
the state Assembly elections due
later this year.

“The idea (of the infrastruc-
ture projects) is that one can go
fromone corner of the city toan-
other within 60 minutes. The
face of the city will change, and
the entire credit goes to the
Mahayuti sarkar,” said Fadnavis.

“Under Modi's prime minis-
tership, the government will un-
dertake many more infrastruc-
tural projects in the country,”
said Ajit Pawar.

e Reasi attackers paid local cattle trader Rs 5,000 for logistics

Devi shrine, but left the job three
years ago and took up cattle trad-
ing. Before the case was handed
over to the NIA, Senior
Superintendent of Police Mohita
Sharma had called Hakam a
“prime militant associate”.

He was questioned by multi-
ple agencies following his arrest.
A source familiar with the inves-
tigation said, “He claims he first
met the attackers around 5.30
pm on June 1, when they
knocked on his door and asked
him to prepare food for three

ring to another as ‘Manzoor
bhai’. They asked him to bring
food to their shelter in a forest.”

“On June 7, the three mili-
tants again visited his house, and
asked him to accompany them
for a recce to Pouni, where the
attack took place. They were
there for around three and a half
hours. They sat in different spots
to pick a strategic location for the
attack, and to identify the slope
of the road where the vehicle
would slow down. They marked
these locations before leaving.
They also asked Hakam about

the movement of tourist buses,”
said the source.

A day after conducting the
recce, they visited Hakam's
house for tea and discussed the
plan. “They left with food. On
June 9, they returned to their
marked locations and waited for
a specific bus carrying pilgrims.
They first targeted the driver,and
did not stop firing even after he
lost control of the bus, which
plummeted into a gorge,” said
the source.

After the attack, they gave
Hakam Rs 5,000 and asked him

to escape, but took his Aadhaar
card. “With the help of the de-
scription provided by him, we
have prepared two new sketches
of the attackers and shared them
with central investigation agen-
cies. Based on his questioning,
we suspect the militants infil-
trated from across the Line of
Control and are still hiding in the
dense forests,” the source said.

The sketch of the third at-
tacker was released earlier, and
a reward of Rs 20 lakh was an-
nounced for information leading
to his arrest.
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Anti-dam activists
detained, production
of fruit down, and the
NEET ‘kingpin’

Two activists in preventive detention,

amajor decline in Uttarakhand’s fruit
production, and the NEET UG paper

leak kingpin arrested.
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e Army looking at ‘360-degree’
appraisal to include inputs from
peers and subordinates; talks on

Report (ACR) which includes the
medical and disciplinary pa-
rameters as well. This report is
then reviewed by two of the IO’s
senior officers in the reporting
structure — the reviewing offi-
cer and the senior reviewing of-
ficer.

In the case of Junior
Commissioned Officers (JCOs)
and Non-Commissioned
Officers (NCOs), the initiating of-
ficer is the company com-
mander, the reviewing officer is
the Commanding Officer of the
unit, and the senior reviewing
officer is the brigade com-
mander.

For officers, it is similarly ini-
tiated and reviewed by their su-
periors in the chain of com-
mand. For Major Generals, the
senior reviewing officer is the
Chief of Army Staff.

The Indian Air Force also fol-
lows a similar three-tier ap-
praisal system.

Under the “360-degree ap-
praisal” system being discussed
within the Army, two models
are being considered. The first is
amodel which has already been
adopted by the Navy and in-
volves reciprocal feedback by a
subordinate to his IO after the
initiation of his ACR.

It also includes online feed-
back from “system generated
random peers and subordi-
nates” before selection boards
are conducted, as well as a direct
online input to Naval headquar-
terson the I0’s leadership qual-
ities by the person being as-
sessed, ahead of submission of
his confidential report to the IO.

The second model being

people. One of them was refer-
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e MTNL on brink of debt default

guarantee, any default would leave
the government with little choice but
to fund it by the exchequer.

Three government officials con-
firmed that the telecom operator, al-
ready classified as a sick public sec-
tor unit (PSU ), has asked for funds to
the tune of Rs 1,000 crore till March-
end to meet its debt liabilities. “Over
five years ago, MTNL had sought
Cabinet approval for restructuring its
debt and had got a nod for sovereign
guarantee on its debt. The proposal
had included assurance from MTNL
of raising around Rs 17,500 crore
through monetisation of assets.
However, since 2019, the monetisa-
tion has resulted in proceeds of only
Rs 1,500-1,600 crore,” an official said.

MTNLhad informed the stock ex-
changes on Thursday that due to in-
sufficient funds in the escrow ac-
count, it was unable to pay
semi-annual interest to a bond-
holder. On July 12, the T-8th day, as
per the payment structure mecha-
nism, the trustee invoked the
Government of India (Gol) guaran-
tee by sending a notice of invocation.

The government has to deposit
requisite funds in the designated
trustand retention account as per the
notice of invocation served by the

e Bypolls

biggest gain, retaining its seat while
wresting three more from the BJP.
The Congress, which had two seats
(one each in Madhya Pradesh and
Uttarakhand), lost its MP seat but
gained one more in Uttarakhand,
and two in Himachal Pradesh. The
other INDIA bloc allies — DMK and
AAP — retained their single seats in
Tamil Nadu and Punjab respectively.

The BSP lost its single seat in
Uttarakhand.

Overall, the results seem to have
gone largely in favour of the ruling
partiesin the states. The ruling TMC
won all the four seats in West
Bengal, while the ruling Congress
won two of the three seats in
Himachal Pradesh. Similarly, the rul-
ing parties won the single seats in
Punjab (AAP), Madhya Pradesh (BJP)
and Tamil Nadu (DMK).

Uttarakhand and Bihar, how-
ever, bucked the trend as the candi-

trustees by T-3rd day (July 17)and last
by July 20, failing which it would be
classified as a sovereign default.

The company was accorded sov-
ereign guarantee for raising bonds to
the tune of Rs 10,910 crore in FY23
and Rs 6,661 crore in FY24.

But given the situation now, it
may default on more loan repay-
ments this year due to a severe
paucity of funds.

For immediate relief, an official
said MTNL sought Rs 90-100 crore,
but the amount will only go up dur-
ing the rest of the year. Between July
and October, MTNL is scheduled to
make installments for long-term
loans to State Bank of India, Union
Bank of India, Andhra Bank,
Corporation Bank, and Punjab & Sind
Bank, among others.

In 2022, MTNL had defaulted on
aninterest payment of Rs 35.15 crore
to the Union Bank of India, but paid
the amount after a delay of 41 days.

“One interest payment has al-
ready been defaulted by MTNL.
Another default is about to happen.
There is an urgent need to plan cash
flows properly by MTNLand to bring
the asset monetisation plan pro-
posed earlier fully into force.
Otherwise,a series of defaultsis likely,

all to be honoured by the govern-
ment,” another person in the know
said.

The immediate concern stems
because payments are due before
July 20 on debt raised through
debentures as per a tripartite agree-
ment signed between MTNL,
Department of Telecommunication
and Beacon Trusteeship Ltd.

The second semi-annual interest
payment was to be credited inan es-
crow account. “This breach of condi-
tion of the debenture trustee deed is
considered as an event of default, as
per the intimation received by the
agency,” India Ratings said in a note.
The Department of
Telecommunications (DoT) and
MTNL did not respond to a request
for comment by The Indian Express.

The government had also formed
aCommittee of Secretaries to decide
the merger of MTNL with its other
telco BSNL after restructuring the
debt of the former. However, sources
said this may be tedious given
MTNL’slosses,and instead an agree-
ment for BSNLto manage MTNL's op-
erations could be explored. The de-
cisionis yet toreceive anod fromthe
committee.

As per MTNL’s annual report
2022-23, the company has borrowed
Rs 28,883 crore from banks, financial

considered is the “peer group
perception model”, which seeks
to obtain peer group feedback
on the person being assessed.
This is on the lines of the current
system at various training estab-
lishments of the Armed Forces,
where officers get assessed by
their course mates and contem-
poraries, from their own as well
as other services.

Officials said such data col-
lated centrally over a certain pe-
riod could be used to carry outa
detailed and comprehensive ap-
praisal of a person, including on
his general repute and integrity.

The Army has sought views
on the viability of both models
from its Commands.

While the Department of
Personnel and Training (DoPT),
inresponse to a petition, told the
Central Administrative Tribunal
(CAT) last year that it does not
employ the “360-degree ap-
praisal” system for civil servants,
it had told a parliamentary panel
in 2017 that it had revised its
guidelines for empanelment, in
April 2016, to include multi-
source feedback (MSF) from at
least five stakeholders, which
could be seniors, juniors, peers,
external stakeholders and serv-
ing secretaries.

A parliamentary standing
committee report on Personnel,
Public Grievances, Law and
Justice, tabled in Parliament in
August 2017, had said this is
known as the “360-degree re-
view”, adding thatitis the same
as MSF. The committee’s report
had also called the “360-degree
appraisal” system “opaque, non-
transparent and subjective”.

institutions and bond holders up to
March 2023 to meet operational ex-
penses, capex needs and spectrum
charges. Its total borrowings from
banks and others have an effective
weighted average rate of 7.95 per
cent per annum calculated using the
interest rate effective ason March 31,
2023.

“The substitution of bank debts
with low cost Sovereign Guarantee
bonds has improved the situation in
FY 2022-23 and the sameis expected
tocontinue in FY 2023-24. However,
the spiralling interest costs canundo
the gains made out of the revival plan
affecting the capability of the com-
pany either to raise further loans or
to service the debts and interest costs
leading to a defaulting scenario,” it
said in its annual report.

In FY23, MTNL posted Rs 2,910
crore losses, up from Rs 2,602 crore
losses in FY22. Its revenue from op-
erations also slumped from Rs 1,069
crorein FY22 toRs 861 crore in FY23.

In March 2023, former Minister
of State for Telecom, Devusinh
Chauhan had informed Parliament
that MTNL's total assets were worth
a little over Rs 12,000 crore. At the
time, he had also said that until
March 2023, MTNL had not sold or
leased any of its properties.Itholds a
land area of 334.36 acre.

o MP cattle smuggling

cases in the whole of 2023.

The state also demolished 21
homes of the accused, including
11 on June 15 in Mandla district,
where beef was allegedly found
in their refrigerators. Police
have seized 450 vehicles and res-
cued 7,524 cows across the state
this year.

Seoni, a tribal district in south
Madhya Pradesh, is central to the
government’s crackdown on cat-
tle smuggling. Sixty-three
butchered cows were found here
on June 19, prompting CM Yadav
to transfer the local SP and collec-
tor overnight.

From January to June this year,
55 cases were registered in Seoni,
99 people arrested and 1,301 cows
rescued. In 2023, a total of 136
cases(279arrestsand 1,740 cattle
rescued)were filed, besides Seoni
police recovering 673 kg of beef
and seizing 93 vehicles. The ad-
ministration also cracked down
onBalaghat (48 cases), Betul (40),
Khargone (34)and Neemuch(23)
districts.

Seoni is a key transit point for
cattle smugglers on NH44. Cattle
are allegedly trafficked from north
and east MP, including Jhansi (UP)
and Morena, and central regions
like Vidisha, before heading to
slaughterhouses in Nagpur and
southern states.

Stating that “there were 150
police stations en route to Seoni,
Additional SP Gurudatt Sharma
called for better “inter-district po-
lice management”. An analysis of
arrests from 2019 to 2024 shows
Seoni residents leading with 209
arrests, followed by Narsinghpur
(98), Nagpur in Maharashtra (64)
and UP(20).

Spending little time in his of-
fice, Seoni’s new SP Sunil Mehta
has been focusing on field visits.
“A trader can earn Rs 30,000 per
cow (frommeat, skinand bones),
after spending about Rs 22,000 0n
transport,” he explained.

Asenior CID official says pick-
up trucks that cost Rs 20-50 lakh
carry cows worth Rs 2-8 lakh. “A
few trips cover vehicle costs. We
are focusing on seizing these ve-
hicles to disrupt the network.”

Newly posted Seoni Collector
Sanskriti Jain has been reviewing
cases lodged against cattle smug-
glers. “We caninvoke the National
Security Act (NSA) against cattle
smugglers based on SP reports
and also confiscate vehicles under
the amended law (one of the
state’s two anti-cattle slaughter
laws). We are also focussing on
preventive measures and intelli-
gence gathering,” she said.

Noting that beef consumption
in these districts involves various
sub-castes and is “not just a
Hindu-Muslim issue”, a senior
district official emphasised the
need for “sensitive policing”. In
2022, two tribal men were
lynched by a mob over suspicion
of cow slaughter.

Atthe Seonidistrict court,asan
investigator added four more cow
slaughter chargesheets to the pile,
a senior prosecution branch offi-
cer said, “More cow cases? Don't
we have anything else to do?”
“Prosecutors at Judicial Magistrate

dates of the ruling parties - BJPand
JD(U) respectively — were defeated,
by the Congress in both seats in
Uttarakhand, and an Independent
in Bihar.

M In Himachal Pradesh, of the
three Independent MLAs who
crossed over to BJP and were fielded
by BJP this time, only one retained
his seat. The trio — Ashish Sharma
from Hamirpur, K L Thakur from
Nalagarh and Hoshyar Singh from
Dehra — had voted in favour of the
BJP's candidate in the Rajya Sabha
polls in February. They had later
joined the BJP, and resigned from the
House, leading to the bypolls.

Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu’s wife and
Congress candidate Kamlesh Thakur
won the Dehra Assembly seat by a
margin of 9,399 votes, defeating
two-time MLA Hoshyar Singh. The
Congress's Hardeep Singh Bawa also
defeated K L Thakur in Nalagarh by
8,990 votes. The BJP's Ashish Sharma,

however, retained the Hamirpur seat
byamarginof 1,571 votes. Dehraand
Hamirpur Assembly seats are part of
the Hamirpur Lok Sabha con-
stituency, represented by Union
Minister Anurag Thakur, who had
led the BJP's campaignin the bypolls.

In the 68-member Himachal
Pradesh Assembly, the Congress
tally has now increased to 40, while
the BJPis at 28 seats.

B InWest Bengal, the ruling TMC
re-established its dominance, re-
taining its seat and wresting three
more from the BJP. While the BJP
came adistant second inall the four
seats, the Left-Congressalliance can-
didates lost their depositsin three of
the four seats.

Barring Maniktala, where the
bypoll was necessitated by the
death of state minister and veteran
TMCleader Sadhan Pande, the other
three seats — Ranaghat Dakshin,
Bagda and Raiganj - fell vacant af-
ter their BJP MLAs resigned to con-

test Lok Sabha polls on TMC symbol.

The TMC candidates won by
comfortable margins inall four seats
— by 62,312 votes in Maniktala,
50,077 votesin Raiganj, 30,048 votes
in Ranaghat-Dakshin, and 33,455
votes in Bagda.

M In Uttarakhand, amonth after
its third consecutive whitewash in
the Lok Sabha elections, the
Congress retained Badrinath and
wrested Manglaur from the BSP.

The Badrinath seat had fallen va-
cant after three-term MLA and for-
mer state minister Rajendra Singh
Bhandari left the Congress for BJP,
which fielded him as its candidate
this time. He lost to Congress's
Lakhapat Singh Butola by 5,224
votes. The win in Badrinath gains
significance as the Opposition party
hasraised theissue of the BJPlosing
elections in important religious
places after its Ayodhya defeat.

In Manglaur, three-time MLA
and senior Congress leader Qazi
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Mohammad Nizamuddin defeated
BJP’s Kartar Singh Bhadana by just
422 votes. The seat fell vacant after
the death of BSP MLA Sarwat Karim
Ansari in October last year. The BSP
fielded Ansari’s son, Ubaidur
Rahaman, who came third.

M In Bihar, Independent candi-
date Shankar Singh won Rupauli
seatby 8,246 votes, defeatingJD(U)'s
Kaladhar Prasad Mandal. Singh had
recently quit JP(Ram Vilas) headed
by Union Minister Chirag Paswan.

The bypoll was necessitated by
the resignation of JD(U) MLA Bima
Bharti, who quit the party to contest
Lok Sabhaelections onanRJD ticket.
Following her loss from Purnia Lok
Sabha seat, she contested the bypoll
asanRJD candidate and came third.

M In Punjab, the ruling AAP re-
tained its Jalandhar West seat, with
Mohinder Bhagat winning by a
margin of 37,325 votes. The BJP’s
Sheetal Angural was second, while
Congress’s Surinder Kaur came

First Class courts handle 8-10 cow
slaughter cases each. They are un-
derstaffed, leading to a poor dis-
posal rate (30%) in smuggling
cases,” the officer added.

The Seoni district court heard
399 cases this year, of which 19
ended in acquittal and eight in
conviction. Since a cattle smug-
gling case takes nearly three years
to conclude, Bhopal's state prose-
cution branch has plans to add
700 prosecutors across MP.

Prosecutors also report grow-
ing difficulty in cattle smuggling
cases since, typically, only vehicle
ownersare arrested as drivers flee.
“But owners produce rental
agreements, claiming innocence.
We lack resources to prove that
these agreements were created
post-arrest,” said an Additional
District Prosecution Officer.
“Provingintent for slaughteris ex-
tremely difficult. The accused of-
ten have valid sale documents and
cattle ID tags. Police make arrests
based on tips, but these cases fre-
quently fall apart in court.”

Hostile witnesses also lead to
acquittals. “Since many witnesses
and accused belong to the same
village, the former turns hostile
due to the lack of police protec-
tion. Then there are public wit-
nesses, roped in by the police to
witness seizures. During the trial,
it is often found that public wit-
nesses were never taken to the op-
eration and merely signed on
blank papers,” said the official.

Typically in cattle smuggling
cases, the state police invoke the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
Act, 1960; and the two anti-cow-
smuggling laws. The maximum
punishment under theselawsisa
three-year imprisonment.

To ensure lower courts do not
hand out bail, senior officers from
Seoni, Balaghat and Chhindwara
districts say the police usually in-
voke tougher provisions. An offi-
cer from Mandla said, “I seized 35
kg of beef recently from a repeat
offender and invoked provisions
related to promoting enmity. After
amonth, heended up getting bail
from the HC. Often, we fail to de-
fend invoking that section.”

Following the CM'’s directive,
senior officers have also analysed
the routes used to illegally trans-
port cows over the past decade.
Police say “criminals usually
smuggle cows through jungles
and village dirt roads”. There are
also “lookouts on bikes” to warn
alleged smugglers. “Around 5 km
ahead of the truck transporting
cows, abikeracts as alookout. We
only manage three-four surprise
inspections a day,” said an
Assistant Sub-Inspector in Seoni.

At checkpoints, staff deficit
prevents the police from inspect-
ing more than two trolleys at ran-
dom. “The district needs 200
more personnel to effectively pa-
trol the 170-km highway stretch
to Nagpur,” said a senior officer.

Then there’s the question of
confiscated cattle. An officer said,
“Gaushalas in Seoni were made
for 500 cows, but have atleast 800.
At times, we keep the cows at the
police station and even pay for
their feed till we find a gaushala.”

third. The Congress and AAP, both
part of the INDIA bloc, had contested
the Lok Sabha elections separately
in Punjab — a template repeated in
the bypoll. The seat fell vacant after
Angural resigned as the AAP legis-
lator and joined the BJP in March.

M In Tamil Nadu, the ruling DMK
retained its Vikravandi seat, withits
candidate, Anniyur Siva, defeating
NDA constituent Pattali Makkal
Katchi's Ambumani C by a margin
of 67,757 votes. The AIADMK and
DMDK had announced a boycott of
the bypoll, which was necessitated
due to the death of DMK legislator
N Pugazhenthi in April this year.

M In Madhya Pradesh, the BJP’s
Kamlesh Pratap Shah won the
Amarwara seatby amarginof 3,027
votes against the Congress's
Dheeran Sah Sukharam Das Invati.
The bypoll was necessitated after
Shah left the Congress for the BJPin
the run-up to the Lok Sabha
elections.



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, JULY 14,2024

THE

Crry|

HC reinstates students
struck off by pvt school
over fee hike dispute

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 13

The Delhi High Court recently re-
instated the names of students
who had been struck off from
the rolls by a private school over
non-payment of hiked fees.

A single-judge bench of
Justice Swarana Kanta Sharma,
in its July 9 interim order, said,
“Inthe interregnum, it is directed
that without prejudice to the
rights and contentions of the re-
spective parties and subject to
the petitioners depositing 50% of
the hiked school fee only for the
academic year 2024-25, the
names of the wards of the peti-
tioners be restored on the rolls
of the school in their respective
classes, subject to the final out-
come of the present writ peti-
tion.”

The HC said the order was
being passed keeping in view the
“future and saving the academic
year” of the students.

The HC also issued notice to
the Delhi government’s
Directorate of Education (DoE),
the school concerned -- Delhi
Public School (DPS) Dwarka --
and the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA)in the main pe-
tition asking them to file their re-
sponse in two weeks. The mat-
ter is next listed on July 30.

On Saturday, The Indian
Express reported that DPS
Dwarka had published on its of-
ficial website the names of 21
students and the outstanding
fees their parents have to pay. On
Friday, The Indian Express re-
ported that over 20 students of
DPS were allegedly not being al-
lowed inside their classrooms
since school resumed after sum-
mer vacation on July 1. Parents
alleged their children were be-
ing “segregated” and their
names had been struck off from
the rolls.

In their plea, the parents had
argued that the school had
struck off the names of their
wards from the rolls “on account
of non-payment of hiked fee”. It
was submitted that the fee had
been hiked without the DoE’s
approval.

Apart from seeking the stu-
dents’ reinstatement, the plea
sought that only approved fees
be charged by the school for the
2024-25 academic year.

The plea further sought di-
rections to the school to refund
the “excess amount lying with
them for the previous years,
prior to the academic session
2023-24, amounting to Rs
1,76,000.”

It also sought a direction to
the DDA to cancel the allotment
of land to the school.

To boost FSL, L-G sanctions
appointments on 165 posts

New Delhi: Noting that strength-
ening the capital’s Forensic
Science Laboratory (FSL) was a
key focus area with the three
new criminal laws coming into
effect, L-G V K Saxena has sanc-
tioned the appointment of 165
Junior Scientific Assistants (JSA)
on contract basis to meet imme-
diate needs.

L-G House officials said
Saxena, who recently reviewed
the preparedness and rollout of
the three newly enacted criminal
laws by the Delhi Police and the
Delhi home department, had

stressed on the strengthening of
FSL, Delhi. “To this effect, Saxena
Friday sanctioned recruitment of
165 JSAs on a contract basis to
meet immediate needs, pending
finalisation of Recruitment Rules.
These JSAs would be deployed at
crime scenes,” officials said.
“Directing the FSL to finalise
Recruitment Rules for various va-
cant posts at the earliest, the L-G
directed the FSL to maintain total
transparency in the recruitment
process, so there is no scope for
any complaint even in the fu-
ture...,” officials added. ENS

250 HOMES RAZED IN KHYBER PASS, RESIDENTS PROTEST

‘Served notice but were not told

when demolition would happen’

SAMANHUSAIN
NEW DELHI, JULY 13

ALARGE-SCALE demolition drive
at Khyber Pass near Civil Lines
Saturday led to over 250 houses
being razed and hundreds of res-
idents being displaced.

The operation was carried out
under heavy police deployment
in the early hours of Saturday. A
senior government official said:
“On Saturday, 15 acres of around
32 acres of land which belongs
to the L&DO (Land and
Development Office) were
cleared; the remaining will be
cleared later.”

At the site, the air was thick
with dust as machinery tore
down buildings. Several resi-
dents were seen sitting amid the
rubble that was once their home.

Residents claimed police per-
sonnel were deployed overnight
and the area was barricaded, re-
stricting entry for outsiders and
preventing them from leaving.
“How will we go search for
houses if they do not let us leave
the premises?” questioned Roop
Chand. He claimed he is the
fourth-generation member of
his family living in the area.

Also among the displaced
was 26-year-old Imran Khan,
who, along with his 60-year-old
grandmother, was seen climbing
through the boundaries to access
their home. “This is the fifth gen-
eration of my family living here.
We are a family of six, and every-
thing has been destroyed,” said
Khan, a relationship manager at
HDFC Bank.

“We had built a proper house
with all the papers, but they de-
molished it anyway. Police told
us last night that no demolition
would take place. No political
party has come to help us...,” he
alleged.

According to a Delhi High
Court order from July 9, the land
initially belonged to the Ministry
of Defence. A notice was issued
on July 1, requiring residents to

vacate by July 4. This was chal-
lenged, but in an urgent hearing
on July 3, the court allowed the
demolition to proceed, provided
due process was followed. On July
9, the final hearing took place and
the court ruled that the petition-
ers lacked documents proving
their land ownership. The court
identified them as trespassers,
stating that the land, now under
the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs, was being acquired
for public purposes.

The demolition drive has hit
pregnant women, infants, and
students particularly hard.

Pushpa, a student pursuing
her BA from Delhi University’s
Daulat Ram College, alleged:

“We hadn'’t received any infor-
mation. At 3 am, police told us
we didn’t need to empty our
houses. Then they changed their
stance when we mentioned
small kids living here. We started
emptying our homes at 3 am; by
7 am, the demolition began. We
should have had at least 25 days
tovacate.”

Residents are now struggling
to find shelter. Shamli, cradling
her two-month-old infant,
said, “Rooms that were once Rs
5,000 are now being offered for
Rs 10,000-15,000 on rent.
Landlords are exploiting our
helplessness. Where do we go?
We don’t earn enough to rent
such expensive places.”

Aresident sits amid the
rubble of her demolished
home, Saturday. Amit Mehra

Malti, a 50-year-old resident
said, “The Prime Minister prom-
ises new houses, but instead,
they are pushing us out. We
spent the whole night homeless,
sitting in the rain. All our belong-
ings are wet.”

Many residents, like Pooja
Kumar, claimed the demolition
has left them without basic ne-
cessities. “They served us a no-
tice but never told us when the
demolition would happen. I've
lived here for 20 years, but many
others have been staying here for
over 50. The government prom-
ised 25 acres of land for resettle-
ment, but they demolished our
homes without thinking about
where we would go. I earn Rs
10,000 a month; I can’t afford to
pay rent.”

Neelam, a pregnant mother
of two, said: “There’s enough
space in Majnu ka Tila for
refugees from Pakistan, but not
for us. We collected Rs 10 lakh to
file a petition, but it didn't help.
We had no communication from
our lawyers about the demoli-
tion. This is my birthplace.”

Breach in canal fixed,
water supply in Dwarka
to be restored today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 13

WATER SUPPLY in Dwarka and
parts of South West Delhi is ex-
pected to be restored by Sunday
morning, Delhi Jal Board (DJB)
officials said Saturday.

The Jal Board in an official
statement said that the Carrier
Lined Channel (CLC),amajor wa-
ter supply route that brings
Yamuna water from Haryana to
Delhi, experienced a breach on
July 11, which caused wide-
spread disruption.

The breach, which occurred
on the CLC's left bank for a
length of about 15 metres near
Hanuman Mandir in Bawana led
to flooding in the area and
halted water supply operations,
impacting the Dwarka water
treatment plant, it said.

The Haryana Irrigation de-
partment, which is responsible
for the maintenance of the canal,
including the section the falls
within Delhi, was notified.

The CLC typically supplies
around 500 cusecs of water daily
to Delhi. Due to the breach, op-
erations at the Dwarka water
treatment plant were stopped
since it relies on water from the

Repairs underway at the
Munak Canal. X/@AtishiAAP

CLC.

The repair work started on
Thursday and was completed
by midnight on Friday. A fitness
test was then conducted, fol-
lowing which water was re-
leased from the Kakroi regula-
tor, located 40 km upstream
from the Delhi border, at 11 am
on Saturday, Delhi water min-
ister Atishi said.

The breach had led to flood-
ing in |, K, L and M blocks of
Bawana'’s J] colony. A day after
the incident, residents their food
and belongings were washed
away and vehicles suffered ex-
tensive damage.

BJP playing with CM’s health:
Sanjay Singh; party hits back

New Delhi: CM Arvind Kejriwal
losing 8.5 kginjail could beasign
of serious illness, said AAP leader
Sanjay Singh Saturday as he ac-
cused the BJP and the PM of al-
legedly conspiring to keep the CM
injail and play with his health.
The AAP Rajya Sabha MP
claimed at a press conference:
“When Kejriwal was arrested
on March 21, his weight was 70
kg and today his weight has
dropped by 8.5 kg to 61.5 kg.
The reason for this is not
known, no serious investiga-
tion is being done to find out

how he lost so much weight...”
Singh also said ever since
Kejriwal was jailed, his sugar
level suddenly fell below 50 at
night around five times.

Terming Singh’s statement
“rhetoric”, Delhi BJP president
Virendra Sachdeva alleged that
each time the AAP convener got
bail, he never went for any
treatment and his “political di-
atribe increase to new heights”
instead. “Sanjay Singh should
note that people of Delhi have
no trust left in Kejriwal and
AAP..,” he said. ENS
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JOIN TERRITORIAL ARMY AS AN OFFICER

PART TIME COMMITMENT AND NOT A FULL THE CAREER "-1.

(ARMY HEADQUARTERS SELECTION BOARD (ASB)
FOR SPECIALISED FIELD (CYBER TASKS) 2024) i1

Applications are invited from gainfully employed men and
women to serve the Nation as Terrltorlal Army Officers.

iy
'TJJ*

TOTAL NUMBER OF VACAN CY Four (04) (Male/F emale)

Note: Vacancies are subject to change as per organizational

requirement.

> Nationality: Citizen of India

> Age Limits: 18 to 42 years on the date of application.

> Educational Qualifications: Please visit
www.jointerritorialarmy@gov.in for essential &

desirable qualitative requirements and certifications.
» Physical Standards: A candidate must be physically
and medically fit in all respects.
» Employment: Gainfully Employed.
» Selection Procedure: A four phase selection procedure

will be followed:-

¢ Phase I: Document Check. Will be carried out for vetting
of documents, benchmarking based on weighted values
and preparation of merit for Written Test.

¢ Phase II: Written Test (100 Marks). Only candidates
scoring 60 percentile and above in objective type written
test will qualify for Practical Test.

% Phase I1I: Practical Test (100 Marks). Only Candidates
qualifying in Practical Test will be called for Interview.

% Phase IV: Interview (300 Marks). Territorial Army.
Interview at Directorate General of

» Recommended candidates will undergo medical

examination and verification of antecedents.
Note: For more details please visit

WWW. lomterrltorlalarmv@gov n

> DATE OF SELECTION:
dates will be communicated later by post/e- mail).

» LAST DATE OF RECEIPT OF APPLICATION:
(Application form completed in all respects will be
accepted till 12 SEPTEMBER 2024 at Directorate
General Territorial Army, Integrated Headquarters of
Ministry of Defence, 'A' Block, 4th Floor, Defence
Office Complex, KG Marg, New Delhi-110001

(through Indla Post only)

> Apphcatlon form and other detarls glven n the
advertisement will available on the Territorial Army
official website www.jointerritorialarmy.gov.in.
from 15 JUL 2024. The detailed advertisement will
also be published in the Employment News of this

month.

> INCOMPLETE/ INELIGIBLE APPLICATION FORM
AND THOSE APPLICATION FORMS RECEIVED
AFTER 12 SEPTEMBER 2024 WILL BE REJECTED
WITHOUT INTIMATION.
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Notice for Last Date Extension

The last date for receiving application forms for
PGDP & M.S. is extended up to 25.7.2024
[IPCET-2024 Entrance Examination to be held on 28.7.2024

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF PACKAGING
Plot E-2, Road No. 8, MIDC Area, Andhen {East), Mumbai - 400 093, INDIA
A Tel: +91-22-69192200 Dir: 69152244/45 Mobile No. 89393 65583 y
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registration: 22.07.2024,

@WW@WWW

Hational Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and Research Kaolkata
Department of Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers, Govt. of India
Chunilal Bhawan, 168, Maniktala Main Road, Kolkata-T00054, West Bengal.
Website: waw.niperkolkata.eduw.in,

Emall; info.office @niperkolkata.edu.in, Tel; 033-23200086

NOTIFICATION OF 12TH CONVOCATION

The 12th Convocation of the institute will be held on 31st July
2024. All the graduating M.S./M.Tech/Ph.D students who have
fulfilled the requirements of their degrees in the academic year
2023-24 are informed to register online through the link
https:/fforms.gletPFsAGThdAHUEPNNT. The last date of
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OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

CENTRAL GOODS & SERVICES TAX, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
BLOCK 'C' & D', NEW C.G.0. COMPLEX, NH-IV, NIT, FARIDABAD (HR)

"PENSION ADALAT™

Central GST Commissionerate Fandabad, Government of India will hold
"Pension Adalat” on 18.07.2024 (Thursday) at 04:00 PM for redressal
of grievances of Pensioners of erstwhile Central Excise & Service
Tax Commissionerate, Fandabad - |, Il & CGST Commissionerate, Faridabad,

Venue : Conference Hall, Ofo Commissioner CGST Commissionerale
Faridabad, Block -'D' New CGO Complex, NH-IV, NIT, Faridabad.

(Central Goods & Services Tax, Fandabad)
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‘Lewd’ remark

onsoldier’s
widow: FIR
filed in Delhi

New Delhi: Delhi Police's
Intelligence Fusion and
Strategic  Operation
(IFSO) cell has registered
an FIR over an alleged
lewd remark made on the
widow of Kirti Chakra
Captain Anshuman Singh
on social media platform
X, officials said on
Saturday. The National
Commission for Women
(NCW)onMonday tooka
suo motu cognisance and
filed a complaint before
Delhi Police regarding the
matter.

The social media plat-
form has also been con-
tacted to provide details
about the handle.

PTI

930,000 trees
planted sofar
this year: DDA

New Delhi: The Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA) on Saturday un-
dertook a plantation drive
across the capital. During
2024-25, the DDA said in
a statement, it has
planted 50,000 trees and
5.5 lakh shrubs at various
locations across the city.
On Saturday, the DDA
undertook a plantation
drive at Dwarka in the
vicinity of its Sector 19B
housing development.
ENS
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THREE KILLED IN SHOOTOUT IN HARYANA

‘Saw it coming..., say kinof ‘Bhau’

gangmen gunned downin ‘encounter’

r.? rF*P-}l:‘;E_ i .
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AISWARYARAJ
SONIPAT, JULY 13

OUTSIDE THE post-mortem
complex at a government hospi-
tal in Haryana's Sonipat, three
families sitin a somber mood. All
of them seemed to have ex-
pected this violent end. The
relatives of one of the men said
they have one less worry now —
police will no longer raid their
houses, check their phones, or
interrogate them.

A day after three men from
the state were allegedly shot
dead by Delhi Police and the
Haryana Special Task Force (STF),
their families were at the hospi-
tal to collect the bodies of the
brothers, nephews or cousins
they had not seen in years.

The trio was allegedly in-
volved in a string of incidents in
Haryana under fugitive gangster
Himanshu alias Bhau’s patron-
age; two of them were allegedly
involved in a shootout at Burger
King in Delhi's Rajouri Garden
last month.

Hailing from Rindhana, the
family of Vicky said they came to
know of the incident from news-
papers on Saturday morning.
“Police later informed us that the
body was in Sonipat Civil
Hospital and we came here. We
will see him after seven years,”
said Rajkumar Dahiya, Vicky’s
uncle. According to the family,
Vicky, who used to live with his
mother at Hisar Road in Rohtak,
left home to marry a woman

|"":

A day after Vicky, Sunny and Ashish (left to right) were shot
dead in an encounter, their families were at BPS hospital
(top) to receive their bodies, on Saturday.

from the same colony, leaving
the family enraged.

“They got married and
started living in a different house
seven years ago. A year ago, they
separated. The last time we
spoke to him was around two
years ago. No one in the family
was in touch with him,” said
Pradeep, his brother, adding that
Vicky is also survived by a five-
year-old daughter.

Vicky was 10 when his father

died. Pradeep claimed he was
not aware of Vicky’s involve-
mentin criminal activities. “I be-
lieve he got involved with the
gangster (Himanshu Bhau) three
months ago,” he said.

As per police records, Ashish
was involved in 20 cases includ-
ing murder, attempt to murder,
dacoity, and robbery. Sunny was
involved in six cases of murder,
attempt to murder, and firing,
Delhi Police said. Vicky and
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Ashish were also allegedly in-
volved in the murder of a liquor
trader, Sunder Malik, on March
10. While Ashish alias Lalu was
24, Sunny Kharar and Vicky
Ridhana were both 23.

Friday’s encounter took place
six days after Bhau, in a post on
social media, alleged that the po-
lice had not revealed the arrest
of three of his associates. He later
deleted the post. The families of
Ashish alias Lalu and Sunny
Gurjar, both hailing from Hisar,
said they saw it coming.

“The police killed him but
Sunny brought it upon himself.
He was a part of a gang, killed
people,and committed crimes...
it was only a matter of time. We
are farmers and our family has no
tarnished past, but after Sunny’s
acts, we have been subjected to
ridicule. Every day, a police vehi-
cle comes to our house, officers
check our phones and interrogate
us. Even Sunny’s mother has to
bear the brunt of what he has
been doing. When she heard the
news today, she called me and I
knew she was expecting it. If this
had happened a few years ago,
we would have reacted differ-
ently, but we had given up on
him,” said Lukka, Sunny’s cousin.

He said that Sunny’s first case
landed him in a juvenile facility
where he allegedly met Ashish.
Sunny’s first case dates back to
February 2020 under sections of
murder, attempted murder, and
Arms Act.

“When he got out, we advised
him, asked him to mend his ways
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and put an end to his friendship
with certain people who were ac-
cused along with him, but he did-
n't change. He left home two
years ago and had not spoken to
usever since,” Lukka said. Sunny’s
father died when he was three
years old. “It was not the absence
of a father figure that led him
astray. He has an elder brother
and he has turned out well. He
raised Sunny but in vain,” Lukka
said. Sunny dropped out of a
school in Kharar in class 9 and a
murder took place in the village
after which the police were hot
on his heels.

Sandeep, the elder brother of
Ashish, was tackling police pro-
cedures when he said, “I don't
know anything about him.”

As per police records, the first
case against Ashish was regis-
tered in March 2020 for at-
tempted murder; he allegedly
opened fire at a man who had a
liquor store in the village.
According to the FIR registered at
Hisar Sadar police station, two
men on a bike charged at the vic-
tim and opened fire at him.

His kin said Ashish dropped
out of school in class 12. “He fell
into bad company and dropped
out. He hasn’t visited home in
over a year and police come
knocking on their doors regu-
larly,” said Shamsher, a neighbour
who accompanied Ashish’s father
and brother from Hisar’s Kharia.
Ashish wasraised by the duo after
his mother died when he was
young. “His father knew this day
was not far,” he said.

‘DNA report aaya kya?’: Long wait for parents after their
newborns were ‘put up for adoption’ by baby-selling gang

ARNABJIT SUR
NEW DELHI, JULY 13

LIKE CLOCKWORK each day, of-
ficers at the Begumpur Police
Station in New Delhi have been
receiving two calls for the past
six months from Punjab — one
froma farmer in Firozpur district
and the other from a wedding
photographer in Muktsar dis-
trict. Both callers ask them the
same question: “Test report aaya
kya sir (has the test report
come)?”

The report of the DNA test
they have been enquiring about
will determine who would fi-
nally take home the six-month-
old unnamed girl, living under
the care of a West Delhi-based
NGO since she was rescued from
Rohini’s Begampur colony on
February 20 froma gang accused
of selling babies. She was barely
10days old at the time of her res-
cue.

The gang is accused of coax-
ing poor parents to give up their
newborns for adoption, after
which videos of the children —
along with their “prices”
would be shared with prospec-
tive buyers. According to the
chargesheet filed in the caseina
Rohini court recently, nine per-
sons, including two Punjab-

based ASHA workers and a mid-
wife whoranaclinic there, have
been named as accused under
Indian Penal Code (IPC) Sections
370 (4) (trafficking), 120B (per-
taining to conspiracy) and 34
(pertaining to common inten-
tion).

When the police arrested
ASHA workers Simranjeet Kaur
and Pooja Rani in connection
with the racket, they stumbled
upon blank stamp papers bear-
ing the signatures of Lek Singh
and Amandeep, besides copies
of their Aadhaar cards. Lek Singh
and Amandeep were then
tracked to their villages in
Punjab.

While farmer Lek Singh, 32,
from Panjeke Hithar village in
Firozpur district’s Jalalabad,
claimed that he gave away his
baby girl for adoption on
February 15, photographer
Amandeep, 35, a resident of
Gidderbaha in Muktsar district,
said he put up his daughter for
adoption on February 10.

Afterreceiving a call from the
Delhi Police on March 28, Lek
Singh and Amandeep told The
Indian Express on the telephone
that they arrived in the national
capital to give DNA samples in
early April. While DNA test re-
sults are typically processed in
around five days, the report s yet

2 arrested, juvenile held
for trying to extort Rs S0L
from gym owner: Police

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 13

TWOMEN were arrested and aju-
venile apprehended after theyal-
legedly attempted tointimidate a
gym owner in Burari to extort Rs
50 lakh from him.

Police said during questioning,
one of them allegedly confessed
they were acting on instructions
from a gangster who's jailed in
Tihar.

On July 5, Rohit (who goes by
one name), was sitting in his
friend’s car when he noticed two
young men, with their faces cov-
ered, approaching him on a bike.
One of them was carrying a pistol,
he told police.

The menallegedly brandished
the weapon and threatened Rohit
with “dire consequences”. Rohit
raised an alarm, catching the at-
tention of passersby who chased
the bike. The men fired in the air
and fled, said police.

On July 9, Rohit filed a com-
plaintand police registered a case.
Two teams were formed which
scanned almost 500 CCTVs before
narrowing down the hiding spot
of the shooters to Narela.

Police identified one of them
as Nikhil (alias Nikki) (27), who
had been involved in a murder
case in Hiranki Village where he
had killed arival gang member in
2022, and arrested him. During
questioning, police said he
claimed he received instructions
to carry out the extortion froma
gangster, Sunny Kakran. Nikhil’s
associate Mohit (25) was also
nabbed.

The trio allegedly revealed
that the man who'd sent themin-
structions from jail had arranged
for a hideaway for them in
Meerut and Prayagraj. “Nikhil
went to Delhi after staying in
Meerut for 4 days and the other
two shooters went to Prayagraj,”
said DCP (North), Manoj Kumar
Meena.

Raman and Rajinder (right) are among the nine accused
arersted so far. Express

to arrive from the Forensic
Science Laboratory (FSL) Rohini,
the biggest of four forensic labs
in Delhi which deal with thou-
sands of cases every month.

As they wait for the test re-
port, both men — who already
have two daughters each — say
they decided to put up their third
one for adoption due to their
“weak” financial condition and
in hope that their daughter will
have a “bright future with a well-
off couple”.

Both have similar stories of
how they were persuaded to
give up their children. Claiming
they were unaware that they
were being “decieved by agang”,
the two men said their only aim
now was to “get their child back”.

Lek Singh, who owns a small
parcel of land in his village, says,
“Mly third daughter was born un-
derweight on February 15.

When doctors said she needed
medical treatment, [ realised
that the cost of her treatment

was beyond me.”
Two days later, village ASHA
worker Pooja Rani — named as

one of the accused in the
chargesheet — visited his house.
Since Pooja had taken care of his
wife during her pregnancy, he
says they considered her “family”.

“She advised me to leta well-
off family she knew in Delhi
adopt my daughter. Poojais from
my village and we thought she
had good intentions. Little did
we know that our daughter was
being sold by a gang. Pooja made
me sign blank papers, claiming
thatit was a part of the adoption
process,” he says.

Amandeep, who earns a
modest salary working as a wed-
ding photographer, says he gave
up his daughter for adoption on

February 10, a day after she was
born. His wife gave birth at the
clinic run by accused midwife
Binder Kaur, also named in the
chargesheet.

Amandeep says, “We trusted
Binder didiblindly. Aday after my
daughter was born, she ap-
proached us, claiming that her
cousin, a government servant in
Delhi, and his wife were unable to
conceive due to healthissues. She
convinced us that my daughter
would be better off with them.”

On February 10, he says, one
Rajinder, also named in the
chargesheet, turned up at
Binder’s clinicin a suit. Claiming
that he was a government ser-
vant, he allegedly signed forged
adoption papers before taking
away Amandeep’s daughter.
Rajinder originally worked as a
taxi driver in Punjab, the
chargesheet states.

On his daily calls to the case
incharge in Delhi for updates on
the DNA test results, Amandeep
says, “My wife and I just want to
bring our child back home. We
will take care of all her needs.”

According to the
chargesheet, the accused are
part of a “baby-selling racket in
Delhi and Punjab”.

The document states that
ASHA workers Simranjeet Kaur
and Pooja Rani would go to the

houses of low-income families
in several villages of Punjab in
search of newborns or expectant
mothers.

The modus operandi fol-
lowed by them was the same —
the ASHAs would strike a friend-
ship with the victims “on the
pretext of tending to their med-
ical needs” and later “advise”
them to let a well-off childless
acquaintance of theirs raise the
child instead.

The chargesheet states that
ASHAs Simranjeet and Pooja al-
legedly handed over the victims’
babies at Binder’s “clinic” in
Punjab. The police said Binder
was in touch with Delhi-based
Priya Devki and Sangram, who
sold these babies. The police said
Priya was involved in a baby-sell-
ing racket in north-east Delhi
earlier and was released on bail
ayear back.

The police said Pooja Rani
and Raman, also an accused,
would also pose as a “wealthy
childless couple looking to adopt
ababy.”

The chargesheet states that
data was recovered from their
seized mobile phones, with
“videos of newborns sent to
clients with prices”. The total
number of victims targeted by
the accused is yet to be ascer-
tained, the police said.

BCI ASSURES DECISION ON SYLLABUS FOR NEwW LAwS WITHIN 10 DAYS

Questions, concerns galore as students tackle transition

NIRBHAY THAKUR &
INSHAHUSAIN
NEW DELHI,JULY 13

WILLBOTH old and new criminal
laws be covered in entrance ex-
ams? How will students who
have already studied old laws
study the new laws? How long
will the old laws remain relevant?
These and many other questions
have been haunting law students
as they struggle amid the transi-
tion.

With three new laws enforced
earlier this month, the first-year
students will have a drastically dif-
ferent curriculum than their sen-
iors — probably inafirst. The over-
lap between new and old laws,
however, is expected to make the
transition smoother for older stu-
dents, suggest some teachers.

The students starting their sec-
ond year from August 1 at Delhi
University’s Faculty of Law, like
their seniors, studied the colonial

era laws — the Indian Penal Code
(IPC), CrPC (Code of Criminal
Procedure), and the Indian
Evidence Act (IEA) in their first
year. The freshers this year, how-
ever, will have a tryst with the
three new laws thatreplace them
— the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), and the
Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam
(BSA).

Anxiety among students is
palpable. “lam anxious about the
transition phase of leaving the law
school and going into practice. The
sections are differentin new laws,
and we will have to constantly go
back and forth to refer to them
since we never got the chance to
study themin college," says Tanvir,
a second-year student.

"Other than that, we are also
anxious about the exams that we
will sit for after completing our de-
gree. We are not sure where the
questions in those exams will
come from. They could come

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

At DU’s Faculty of Law. Express

from the old Acts or the new
ones,” he adds.

Abhishek, another second-
year student, says, “The major dif-
ficulty that we will face is tolearn
all the sections afresh in the new
laws.”

Saavy Gupta, another second-
year student, also expresses con-
cern. “We had already studied the
IPC, CrPC, and IEA in our first year
which are considered founda-

tional to the criminal justice sys-
tem. We are told to memorise
these laws by heart," she says.

A professor underlines that
students will have to be well-
versed in both the new and old
laws. "As things stand, we will
have to teach students both the
old and the new laws
together...that will be our biggest
challenge," says Professor Anup
Surendranath who teaches crim-
inal law and constitutional law at
the National Law University
(NLU). For cases filed before July
1,atany stage (charges, trial, pros-
ecution evidence), old laws will be
applicable. The cases filed after
July 1, however, are being regis-
tered under the new laws.

In courts, according to
Professor Surendranath, both old
and new laws will be referred for
at least 15 years with the older
laws applicable to the pending
cases. Surendranathis also the ex-
ecutive director of Project 39A, a
criminal justice programme at
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AFTER DEPORTATION FROM THAILAND

Wanted criminal,
involved in Burger
King killing, arrested

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, JULY 13

A DAY after three men, two of
whom were allegedly behind
the shooting at a Burger King
outlet in the Capital last month,
were shot dead in an “en-
counter” in Haryana’s Sonipat,
Haryana Police's Special Task
Force (STF) on Saturday said an-
other wanted criminal allegedly
involved in the murder of aman
in June at the Delhi outlet has
been arrested after being de-
ported from Thailand. Rakesh
alias Kala Khairmpuria was
known for his alleged involve-
ment in serious and violent
crimes across Haryana and
Rajasthan, said officials.

Fifteen cases have been regis-
tered against him since 2014 in
Haryana and Rajasthan on
charges of extortion, robbery,
murder, and attempt to murder
besides various other offences,
including illegal possession of
firearms, said officials.

“Some of the crimes Rakesh
and his gang members were in-
volved in include the murder of
a sarpanch in Sonipat in
December 2023, afiring incident
on a famous sweet shop in
Gohana in January this year, a
murder at Murthal eatery and
the shootout at a Burger King
outlet in Delhi's Rajouri Garden
last month," said an official.

“Rakesh was convicted and
sentenced to life imprisonment
in 2018 for a murder that he
committed in 2015 in

Hanumangarh. After serving the
sentence till 2020, he was re-
leased on parole and he never re-
ported back. During this period,
he evaded arrest and further ex-
panded his criminal operations
in Haryana and neighbouring
states. He committed another
murder in Darauli (village)in the
area of police station - Bhattu
Kalan, District Fatehabad in 2021.
Kala could not be arrested and
was declared a proclaimed of-
fender (PO)in2023,” said an STF
spokesperson.

He was wanted by the police
ever since he jumped his parole
in 2020. “Throughout this pe-
riod, he continued to orchestrate
criminal activities initially from
within India and then after flee-
ing abroad from countries in-
cluding UAE, Armenia, and
Thailand,” the spokesperson
added.

“Rakesh used a fraudulently
acquired passport and fled India
inearly 2023.”

“He continued to operate his
gang from abroad. His affiliations
extended to notorious criminal
groups such as the Himanshu
Bhau gang and Neeraj Faridpuria
gang, and contributing toa crime
syndicate responsible for several
high-profile crimes, including
extortion," the official under-
lined.

The STF was able to establish
and unearth a fake identity on
which Kala got his passport
made. Once his identity was es-
tablished, the teams tracked his
travel details and mounted sur-
veillance.

Hemant Soren and his wife Kalpana with Sunita Kejriwal
and Sanjay Singh. P11

‘Against dictatorship’:
Soren, wife call on Sunita

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 13

THE ALLEGED “misuse” of central
probe agencies against Opposition
leaders was discussed as
Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant
Soren and his wife Kalpana called
on Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal’s wife Sunita at her resi-
dence on Saturday, said Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) Rajya Sabha
MP Sanjay Singh.

Singh, who was present dur-
ing the meeting at the AAP con-
vener Arvind Kejriwal’s official
Civil Lines residence, alleged, “He
(Hemant Soren) and Kejriwal
were both victims of the BJP's pol-
itics of ill will, revenge, and efforts
to stop Opposition leaders from
campaigning in the Lok Sabha

NLU.

The Bar Council of India (BCI)
has assured it will decide within
10days on the process of incorpo-
rating new laws in the syllabus of
all the students. "We have a legal
education committee that is
headed by a former Supreme
Courtjudge...wealsohaveanaca-
demic committee," Bar Council of
India chairman Manan Kumar
Mishra tells The Indian Express.

He adds that after various
meetings with the committees, a
decision will be taken in 10 days.
"[tisimportant toincorporate the
new criminal laws in the syllabus
of all the law students," he says.

Meanwhile, the final-year stu-
dentstoo can’tescape adeepdive
into the new laws as they head to
a law firm for an internship, or
plan their future career course.

"Professors and students
should both be trained on the new
laws," says Professor Meghrajwho
teaches at DU.

He also says that studentswho

polls.” The Jharkhand CM, he
added, extended “full support” to
Kejriwal, his family, and the AAP
inthe fight against the "atrocities"
by the BJP-led Centre.

The AAP posted a video of the
meeting on 'X". "INDIA is united
against dictatorship,” read the
caption along with it. Soren and
his wife had, earlier during the
day, called on Congress
Parliamentary Party chief Sonia
Gandhi, termingita courtesy call.

Soren, the executive president
of the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
(JMM), had resigned as the CM of
Jharkhand before his arrest by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) in
connection with a money laun-
dering case linked to an alleged
land scam in January before as-
suming the post again after
spending five months in prison.

have studied the new laws will
have an edge over other students
in terms of entrance exams. "All
entrance and competitive exams
will have questions from the new
criminal laws...those who haven't
read them as part of their curricu-
lum will have to work harder to
crack the entrance exams," he
adds. However, Krishna Murari,
another professor at the college,
says that the students will have to
workalittle harder but won't have
major issues due to the overlap.
“Thereis astrong overlap between
the old and the newlaws,” he says.

“There are new things in the
laws as well...we have prepared
PDFs and documents for the stu-
dents to help them...we will al-
ways support them,” he stresses.
He also says that the BSA, which
has replaced the Indian Evidence
Act, does not have major changes
but the BNSS has some significant
changes compared to the CrPC.

(Insha Husain is an intern
with The Indian Express)
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9 BYPOLL VERDICT

Riding on bypoll success, Congin comfort |

zone as Sukhu emerges as blggest winner |

. Behind BJP’s Dehra
2 loss, angry leaders who
- refused to campalgn

LEADER SPEAK

The results of bye-elec-
tions... have made it
clear the web of ‘fear
and illusion’ woven by
the BJP has been broken.
Every class, including
farmers, youth,
labourers, businessmen
and employees wants to
completely destroy
dictatorship and
establish rule of justice.

RAHUL GANDHI
LEADER OF OPPOSITION

So AITCwins 4/4
assembly bypolls in
Bengal... BJP and its
Agency Raj continues its
losing streak. People are
saying ‘Tumse na ho
payega’ (you cannot do
it) Narendra Modi

MAHUA MOITRA
TMCMP

We accept the people’s
mandate. Our fight for
the welfare of the
people of the state
would continue from
road to Vidhan Sabha

JAIRAM THAKUR
EX-CM, HIMACHAL PRADESH

Congratulations to all for
AAP’s greatvictory in the
Jalandhar West Vidhan
Sabha constituency bye-
elections. Victory shows
people across Punjab are
very happy with work of
our government.

BHAGWANT MANN
PUNJAB CM

BIHAR
Independent
clinches Rupauli
seat; ‘stunning
result’, says RJD

Purnea: In a classic case of dark
horse winning race, Indepen-
dent candidate Shankar Singh
Saturday clinched the Rupauli
Assembly seat in Bihar bypoll.

The bye-election was necessi-
tated by resignation of JD(U) MLA
who sought re-election an R]D
ticket. Bima Bharti,a former Bihar
minister who had won the seat for
JD(U) three times on the trot,
failed to retain iton an R]D ticket.

JD(U) candidate Kaladhar
Prasad Mandal, who had joined
the party recently, put up a spir-
ited fight. RJD spokesperson
Shakti Yadav said, “Itisastunning
result. Two OBC candidates have
lost. Those working on agenda of
the BJP have succeeded. The back-
ward classes must introspect.”

Deputy CM Vijay Kumar
Sinha said, “The Independent
candidate, after all, has his roots
in the NDA. The bypoll outcome
is proof people are fed up with
RJD and the loudmouth local MP
who was supporting that party”.

Shankar Singh, had last
month quit Union minister
Chirag Paswan’s LJP (Ram Vilas)
to contest the bypoll.

The Rajput strongman, who
seems to have benefitted from
splitin OBC votes between JD(U)
and R]D, had tasted victory in
2005 Assembly polls when he
foughtas a candidate of LJP, hea-
ded by Ram Vilas Paswan.
However, Singh did not get a
chance to enter Assembly, which
was dissolved by then Governor
Buta Singh. PTI

SAURABHPARASHAR
SHIMLA, JULY 13

FOR HIMACHAL Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh Suk-
hu, the bypoll results Saturday
come as a hugerelief as they have
cemented his control over the rul-
ing Congress party in the state.

Himachal politics hit turbu-
lence in February after six
Congress MLAs voted in favour
of the BJP’'s Harsh Mahajanin the
Rajya Sabha elections. They were
later disqualified from the
Assembly after the Congress's
Rajya Sabha candidate Abhishek
Singhvilost the poll. This also re-
duced the party’s tally to 34 in
the 68-member House, when
the majority mark was 35.

Then, questions were raised
whether the Congress govern-
ment could survive, as reports of
dissension and factionalism
within the state party unit sur-
faced. Sukhu, however, got a bre-
ather in June, when the Congress
won four out of six seats in the by-
polls, which were vacated due to
the disqualification of the rebel
MLAs who joined the BJP.

The July 10 bypolls to three
other seats — Dehra, Hamirpur
and Nalagarh — were necessi-
tated because of the resignations
of Independent MLAs from these
seats. They also joined the BJP.

Sukhu aimed to clinch these
three seats to further consolidate
the position of the Congress dis-
pensation led by him. On the
other hand, the BJP also went all
out in the bypolls, hoping that its
victory would put Sukhu gov-
ernment on shaky ground again.

The bypoll outcome saw the
Congress winning from the

Himachal Pradesh CM Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu with
Congress leader Vikramaditya Singh in Shimla, Saturday. P11

Dehra and Nalagarh seats while
losing Hamirpur with a slender
margin. This also took the
Congress's tally to 40 seats - the
party's original position that it
had achieved after clinching the
2022 Assembly polls.

The Dehra win is especially
significant for Sukhu asitisaseat
the Congress has never won.
Hoping to reverse this, Sukhu’s
wife Kamlesh Thakur made her
election debut from the seatand
won against the BJP’s Hoshyar
Singh Chambyal. In her poll cam-
paign, she had pledged that
Dehra would get a CM office in
the event of her win.

In Nalagarh, the Congress’s
Hardeep Singh Bawa won, defeat-
ing BJP candidate KL Thakur. Bawa
hasalsobecome afirst- time MLA.

Hamirpur saw the most
fierce battle among the three
seats. The Hamirpur parliamen-
tary seat — under which Dehra
also falls — is represented by sen-
ior BJP leader Anurag Thakur.
Even during the campaigning,
Anurag’s focus on the seat was
apparent: he practically camped

in his constituency for days for it.
While BJP’s Ashish Sharma
managed to win Hamirpur
against Congress’s Pushpendra
Verma, his victory margin is just
1,571 votes. There are talks in the
Congress circles now that the by-
poll results have reinforced
Sukhu’s dominance in the gov-
ernment as well as the party.

SAURABHPARASHAR
SHIMLA, JULY 13

AS CONGRESS opened its account
in Dehra Assembly seat after 25
years, with CM Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu's wife Kamlesh Thakur
winning, the BJP state leadership,
which had fielded Hoshyar Singh
Chambyal — a two-time former
Independent MLA — will now
have to answer several questions.

The BJP was quick to an-
nounce candidature of Hoshyar
Singh — as well as the two other
former Independent MLAs who
joined the party after resigning
from Vidhan Sabha — ignoring

"CM Sukhu claim to the tickets
hasemerged stro- from its own stal-
nger by the out- HIMACHAL  wart After the seat
come of these by- PRADESH was declared va-
polls. His stature cant, BJP's former
was enhanced minister Ramesh

when Congress had won four bye-
elections out of six in June. Two
more wins now make his grip
tighter on the party affairs. The
people of Himachal Pradesh have
rejected the policies of the BJP.”

Rajeev Bindal, the state BJP
president, however, said: “The
results of bypolls are the out-
come of the threatening tactics
of CM Sukhu and his govern-
ment. Sukhu’s government is
rooted in deep corruption.
Despite all odds, the BJP won
Hamirpur.”

Chand Dhawala had evinced in-
terest in contesting the bypoll.
Hoshyar Singh had defeated
Ramesh Chand in the 2022
Assembly elections. Prior to that,
in 2017 Assembly polls, Hoshyar
had defeated Ravinder Singh Ravi,
also a former minister of the BJP.
Both Ravi, a powerful Rajput
leader, and Dhawala did not
campaign for Hoshyar Singh.
Once considered the BJP's OBC
face, Ramesh Chand was left
mostly unattended by the state
party leadership during the elec-

Mann has last laugh as AAP pulls oft
big win in Jalandhar West after LS blow

ANJUAGNIHOTRICHABA
& KANCHAN VASDEV
JALANDHAR, CHANDIGARH,
JULY 13

THE RULING AAP clinched the
high-stakes Jalandhar West
Assembly bypoll, retaining the
seat with a huge margin. It has
come as a shotin the arm to Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann in the
wake of the party’s poor perform-
ance in the recent Lok Sabha polls.
The bypoll result saw AAP
candidate Mohinder Bhagat
trouncing the BJP’s Sheetal
Angural. Bhagat got 55,246 votes
asagainst Angural’s 17,921 votes
and the Congress candidate
Surinder Kaur's 16,757 votes.
The AAP had also won the
Jalandhar West seat in the 2022
Assembly elections, when Sheetal
Angural had contested it on the
party’s ticket. Angural defected to
the BJP ahead of LS polls, which
necessitated bye-election. He con-
tested this time on the BJP’s ticket.
The win has come as a
breather for the AAP which has
been reeling from various prob-
lems in the state. It is especially
significant, given the AAP’s set-
back in the LS polls, where it
could win only three of 13 seats
as against Congress’s seven seats.
This was in sharp contrast to
party’s sweep in 2022 state polls,
when it bagged 92 of 117 seats.
In the recent Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the AAP's performance in

AAP candidate Mohinder Bhagat who won the bypoll in Jalandhar West on Saturday. P11

the Jalandhar West Assembly
segment of the Jalandhar parlia-
mentary seat was below par, with
party trailing behind the Congress
and the BJP. The Lok Sabha seat
was won by the Congress’s ex-CIVI
Charanjit Singh Channi who de-

office, demonstrated his personal
commitment to the constituency.
He assured the voters he
would remain in Jalandhar for
the long term, attend to their
grievances weekly, and provide a
schedule for his presence.

feated the AAP turn- Observers say
coatand BJP candidate Mann'’s proactive ap-
Sushil Kumar Rinku. PU NI AB proachinJalandhar

The dramatic shift - Westisnotjustabout
in AAP’s fortune could clinching the bypoll

be largely attributed to CM
Mann'’s bid to lead from the front
inits campaign for this bypoll. The
CM'’s extensive campaign strat-
egy, his decision to relocate to
Jalandhar West, setting up a
rented residence and a dedicated

but is also strategically aimed at
strengthening AAP’s foothold in
Majha and Doaba regions ahead
of 2027 Assembly polls.

Adding to campaign’s effec-
tiveness was the active involve-
ment of Mann’s family. His wife,

Dr Gurpreet Kaur, and his sister
Manpreet Kaur played a key role
inengaging with people from the
Doaba and Majharegions and ad-
dressing their grievances.

His wife publicly acknowl-
edged the mistake of previous
candidate selection in 2022. All
senior Punjab ministers and AAP
MPs also took part in campaign.

Party spokesperson Neel
Garg said “It is clear from this
bye-election result AAP is most
favoured party in Punjab. In LS
polls, people of Punjab wanted a
change at Centre. They wanted
to vote against PM Narendra
Modi. They voted for Congress.
Where is Congress now?”

Cong takes both seats, eyes revival in hill state as
BJP reels from lo_ss in temple town of Badrinath

AVANEESHMISHRA
DEHRADUN, JULY 13

ONEMONTH after the ruling BJP's
third consecutive sweep in the
Lok Sabha polls in Uttarakhand,
the Congress has now made a
comebackin the hill state by win-
ning both Badrinath and Mang-
laur Assembly seats in bypolls.

The Congress’s Lakhpat Singh
Butola won the Badrinath seat
against the BJP’s Rajendra Singh
Bhandari by 5,224 votes. Bhand-
ari’s switch from the Congress to
the BJP led to the bye-election.

In Manglaur, senior Congress
leader and three-time MLA Qazi
Nizamuddin emerged victorious
by just422 votes after arecount,
against BJP’s Kartar Singh
Bhadana. The BSP’s Ubaidur

Congress workers celebrate in Chamoli on Saturday. P11

Rehman, also known as Monty,
finished third. The bye-election
was necessitated by the death of
Monty’s father, former BSP MLA
Sarwat Karim Ansari.

These bypoll results were seen
by some observers as a signal for
revival of the Congress in the state,
while for the BJP, the defeat in the

temple town of Badrinath echoed
the party's earlier loss in Ayodhya,
where it failed to win the Lok
Sabha seat just months.

The Uttarakhand Pradesh
Congress Committee (UPCC) at-
tributed its defeat in the Lok
Sabha elections in the state —
losing all five seats of the state at

the hands of the BJP — to a “lack
of coordination, harmony, and
communication among party
leaders” in its initial analysis.
After its LS poll debacle, the
party claimed it would have done
better if the elections had been
held in the state at a later poll
phase - something it now claims
hasbeen “validated” by the bypoll

this could signal a revival for the
Congress in the state.

The party’s victory in Man-
glaur is also notable, because al-
though main political rivalry in
Uttarakhand is between the BJP
and the Congress, BSP has always
fought strongly in Manglaur.

Despite voters’ sympathy for
BSP candidate over Ansari’s de-

results. mise, the
Garima Congress
Mehra UTTARAKHAND  °-° BP

Dasauni, the
party’s state media in-charge,
told The Indian Express the
scheduling of the electionsinan
early phase had worked against
the party as “the momentum be-
gan to shift in its favour later”.
On Saturday, after winning,
Dasauni reiterated the party’s
claim had merit and suggested

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

though, is not
viewing the result as a defeat, as
they came very close to winning
the seat for the first time, garner-
ing its highest-ever 31,305 votes.
BJP had expected to win Bad-
rinath seat, especially in light of its
government’s emphasis on Char
Dham Yatra and religious tourism
in Dev Bhoomi Uttarakhand.

Congress’s Kamlesh Thakur
after winning from Dehra
on Saturday. Express

tion campaign. Though angry at
being denied the ticket, Ramesh
Chand had hinted he will think of
campaigning for Hoshyar Singh if
BJP senior leadership approached
him. That Ramesh Chand did not
campaign, points to the fact no
senior leader visited him.

The rebellion from within BJP
also cost it Nalagarh seat from
where Congress’s Hardeep Singh
Bawa won against BJP’s KL Thakur.
In Nalagarh, BJP leader Harpreet
Singh Saini had staked claim to
ticket, but was denied. Harpreet
Singh rebelled and contested as
anIndependent candidate, secur-
ing 13,025 votes, making adentin
BJP’s vote share.

ABJPleader said though party
wanted to act tough against Har-
preet, Thakur was in favor of him
contesting as an Independent.

DMK retains
Vikravandi seat
in TN bypoll

Chennai: The ruling DMK
emerged victorious in the bypoll
to the Vikravandi Assembly seat
by a margin of 67,757 votes and
NDA constituent Pattali Makkal
Katchi ended up runner-up with
56,296 votes.

The bypoll was necessitated
due to death of DMK legislator N
Pugazhenthi in April this year.

All through vote-counting ex-
ercise Saturday, DMK's Anniyur
Siva alias A Sivashanmugam was
in the lead position and the mar-
gin between him and his nearest
rival, PMK nominee C Anbumani
widened round after round.
When counting was completed,
the EC declared Anniyur Siva has
secured 1,24,053 votes and Nam
Tamilar Katchi nominee K
Abinaya secured 10,602 votes and
became the distant-third. PMK's
C Anbumani got 56,296 votes.

By retaining the Vikravandi
seat, the ruling DMK has contin-
ued to maintain its winning
streakin the state since the 2019
Lok Sabha election. Party chief
and Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin
said, “BJP must realise that with-
out respecting regional senti-
ments it cannot run the govern-
ment and the party.” PTI
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TMC supporters celebrate in Kolkata on Saturday. P11

Another shot in arm
for Mamata as TMC
wrests three seats
from BJP, retains one

SANTANUCHOWDHURY
KOLKATA, JULY 13

MAINTAINING ITS momentum
from its triumph in Lok Sabha
polls in West Bengal, the ruling
TMC swept all four Assembly by-
polls in the state Saturday, wrest-
ing three seats from the BJP.

The BJP, which saw its Lok
Sabha poll tally decline in the state,
failed to make a turnaround, as all
its candidates lost the bypolls,
coming distant second, while the
Left-Congress alliance candidates
lost their deposits in three of the
four seats.

In Kolkata’s Maniktala, TMC's
Supti Pande won against BJP’s
Kalyan Chaubey. Pande not only
retained the seat that her late hus-
band Sadhan Pande had won
thrice (in 2011, 2016 and 2021),
but also increased the margin.

In North Dinajpur’s Raiganj,
TMC's Krishna Kalyani won. This is
the first time the TMC has won
this seat. In the 2021 Assembly
polls, Krishna Kalyani had won
this seat, but on a BJP ticket.

He later switched to the TMC
and unsuccessfully contested
from the Raiganj Lok Sabha seat
onits ticket. Before the Lok Sabha
polls, he had resigned as the BJP
MLA, resulting in the bypoll, in
which the TMC again made him
its candidate. BJP’s Manas Kumar
Ghosh polled 36,402 votes.

In Nadia’s Ranaghat-Dakshin
seat, TMC's Mukut Mani Adhikari
won. In 2021, Adhikari, then with
the BJP, had won this
seat. Like Kalyani, he

WEST

BENGAL CM: TRENDIN
COUNTRY ISANTI-BJP

Kolkata: Hailing her party's
victory in the Assembly by-
polls, West Bengal CM and
TMC supremo Mamata
Banerjee said the results are
as significant as that of the
Lok Sabha polls in the state,
where it won 29 seats.
Speaking to mediapersons
after returning to Kolkata
from Mumbai, she said, “ The
BJP has lost in the bypolls
across the country except for
two seats in Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh where they
are in power. The trend
across the country is anti-BJP.
The mandate of the peopleis
not in favour of the NDA, but
in favour of INDIA bloc. All
parties together in NDA col-
lectively got 46% votes while
INDIA bloc parties got 51%
votes,” she said. ENS

in the area dominated by the
Matua community, alarge section
of which backed the BJPin thelast
two Lok Sabha polls.

The Mamata Banerjee-led
TMC described the bypoll results
as a “massive success” for the
party, and said the people of
Bengal have once again rejected
the BJP. “The BJP has lost the elec-
tionand people’s trust,” said TMC
leader Kunal Ghosh.

The bypoll results come over
a month after the
TMC'simpressive per-

too had joined the formance in the Lok
TMC after the Assem- BENGAL Sabha polls, in which
bly polls, without re- it bagged 29 seats out
signing as an MLA. of 42 as against the

Like Kalyani, he too only re-
signed to contest the Lok Sabha
polls, unsuccessfully, on the TMC
ticket. He was again made a TMC
candidate in the bypoll, defeating
BJP’s Manoj Kumar Biswas, who
got 74,485 votes.

In Bagdah constituency in
North 24 Parganas district, TMC's
Madhuparna Thakur won against
BJP’s Binay Kumar Biswas. The by-
poll was necessitated after BJP
MLA Biswajit Das resigned.

The Bagdah bypoll outcome
has also come as a boost for the
TMC as it has wrested the seat
from the BJP, which had wonitin
2021. TheTMChad wonitin2011
and 2016. The victory also as-
sumes significance as the seat falls

BJP's 12 seats. In the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls, the TMC had got 22
seats as compared to the BJP's 18.

The BJP said it would reflect
over the results. “We will intro-
spect over our performance...
However, the TMC did not allow
free and fair elections to take
place. There were reports of a lot
of electoral malpractices,” said
state BJP spokesperson Samik
Bhattacharya.

About 63% polling was
recorded in the bypolls held on
Wednesday. While the TMCsaid it
was peaceful, the BJP alleged the
ruling party workers had indulged
in electoral malpractices like rig-
ging and false voting to win the
by- elections.

Another setback for Kamal Nath
as ex—loyahst trumps Cong face

ANAND MOHANJ
BHOPAL, JULY 13

IN A NAIL-biting thriller, the rul-
ing BJP finally clinched the Am-
arwara Assembly bye-election in
Madhya Pradesh Saturday, defeat-
ing the Congress candidate by
3,027 votes.

The BJP’s Kamlesh Shah was
trailing in 16 rounds of counting
of votes before he made a dra-
matic comeback in the last five
rounds to defeat Congress candi-
date Dheeran Sah Invati, the son
of alocal tribal seer Sukhramdada,
the chief of Anchalkund Dham.

Following the declaration of
results, former Chhindwara MP
Nakul Nath, son of state Congress

Madhya Pradesh CM Mohan
Yadav with Kamlesh Shah in
Chhindwara district.

margin of votes in today’s by-elec-
tion with the help of the govern-
ment administration is equal toa
shameful defeat,” he said on X.
The BJP’s win has however

stalwartand former come as another set-
CM Kamal Nath, al- back for Kamal Nath
leged thiswasa “de- MADHYA in his Chhindwara
feat’fortheBJP“The PR ADESH  stronghold.  The
current BJP candi- Amarwara Assembly

date, who has been

a three-time MLA from the
Congress, had won the last elec-
tion by about 25,000 votes under
the leadership of Honorable
Kamal Nathji. Victory by a small

seat (ST-reserved)
falls under the Chhindwara LS
seat, which Nath hasrepresented
seven times since 1980. His son
Nakulwonitin2019butlostinthe
recent Lok Sabha polls to the BJP's

Bunty Vivek Sahu.

The thensitting Congress MLA
of Amarwaraand long-time Nath
loyalist, Kamlesh Shah, who be-
longs to erstwhile Harrai royal
family, had defected to BJP ahead
of the Lok Sabha polls, which ne-
cessitated the bypoll in which he
fought on the latter’s ticket. Nath
spearheaded Congress campaign
in bypoll on an emotive plank of
“betrayal” by Kamlesh Shah.

In Amarwara bypoll, Congress
could not gain momentum due to
various factors. Party functionaries
said Nath was unable to campaign
effectively in the constituency and
that Nakul was seen only four
days before the election.

Also, Congress was “unable to
sow divisions within BJP by tak-
ing advantage of the resentment
of BJP discontent Monika Bhati,
the daughter of Gondwana Gan-
tantra Party leader Mandmohan
Bhati,” said a party functionary.

Asection of BJPleaders believe
speculation surrounding Nath'’s
exit from Congress just before LS
polls and defection of Chhindwara
Congress leaders “sealed his fate
even in Assembly bypoll”.
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MOVE WILL CURB POWERS OF CM & ASSEMBLY, SAY POLITICAL PARTIES

Centre gives more powers to J&KL-Gon
matters of police, all-India service officers

Govt using

‘spyware’

to target my
phone, says
Venugopal

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 13

CONGRESS MP and General
Secretary in-charge of organisa-
tion KC Venugopal Saturday ac-
cused the “Modi government of
using a malicious spyware” to
target his mobile phone and said
“we will oppose this blatantly
unconstitutional act and breach
on our privacy tooth and nail”.

He said the attack came to his
attention after Apple sent himan
alert.

This comes days after Iltija
Mufti, daughter of former J&K
CM Mehbooba Mufti said she
had received an Apple threat no-
tification saying her iPhone
could have been attacked by
“mercenary spyware”, such as
the NSO Group’s Pegasus.

Venugopal shared a screen-
shot of the notification, which
read: “You are being targeted by
amercenary spyware attack that
is trying to remotely compro-
mise the iPhone associated with
your Apple ID... Today’s notifi-
cation is being sent to targeted
users in 98 countries, and to date
we have notified users in over
150 countries in total”.

In his post on X, Venugopal
said: “Thank you PM Modiji for
sending your favourite malicious
spyware on my phone also!
Apple has been kind enough to
intimate me about this special
present of yours!”

Mercenary spyware attacks,
such as those using Pegasus from
the NSO Group, are exception-
ally rare and vastly more sophis-
ticated than regular cybercrimi-
nal activity or consumer
malware, the alert read.

“Apple previously sent you a
notification on October 30, 2023.
This is not a repeat notice - it is
to inform you that we detected
another attack against your de-
vice,” the screenshot read.

India to host
global summit
on media and
entertainment
in November

New Delhi: India will host the
first World Audio Visual and
Entertainment Summit in
November alongside the
International Film Festival of
India in Goa, with I&B Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw promising to
strengthen the ecosystem for the
protection of intellectual prop-
erty rights in the media and en-
tertainment sector.

Vaishnaw and Goa Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant on
Saturday made the announce-
ment of the first World Audio
Visual and Entertainment
Summit (WAVES) in Goa from
November 20-24 and described
it as a visionary initiative by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi as
India seeks to make amarkinthe
media and entertainment sector.

“IP rights hold huge value in
the media and entertainment
sector. We will be strengthening
the ecosystem for protecting IP
rights,”  Vaishnaw, the
Information and Broadcasting
Minister, said at the curtain
raiser event for WAVES. PTI

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR, JULY 13

THE MINISTRY of Home Affairs
Friday notified changes that en-
hance the powers of the Jammu
& Kashmir Lt Governor on gov-
ernment departments and over
the appointments and transfer
of senior civil and police officers,
triggering sharp reactions from
political parties.

The changes have come just
before expected elections to the
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly
after a gap of six years.

The Transaction of Business of
Government of UT of Jammu and
Kashmir (Second Amendment)
Rules, 2024, deals with the pow-
ers of the LG related to police,
public order, All India Services
and transfers and postings.

As per the notification by the
Union Home Ministry, the trans-
fer or posting of any officer from
the All India Services — which
means the entire top rung of the
administration, including all the

administrative secretaries, heads
of departments and deputy com-
missioners — has to be approved
by the LG, currently Manoj Sinha.

The government must also
seek approval of the LG toappoint
“the Advocate-General and other
Law Officers to assist the Advocate-
Generalin the court proceedings”.
Besides, the LG will have the last
word on any proposal for grant of
prosecution sanction.

The amendments say all such
proposals should be forwarded
to the LG, through the Chief
Secretary, for the final call.

The amendments also state:
“No proposal which requires pre-
vious concurrence of the Finance
Department with regard to
Police, Public Order, All India
Service and Anti Corruption
Bureau to exercise the discretion
of the Lieutenant Governor un-
der the Act shall be concurred or
rejected unless it has been placed
before the Lieutenant Governor
through the Chief Secretary.”

As per a political leader,
"Earlier, the Governor used to be

‘People were fed up
with BJP in ’19... Cong
lost due to lapses; our
house in order now’

HAVING WON five of the 10 seats
in Haryana in recent Lok Sabha
elections, the Congress is riding
high ahead of the Assembly polls
in the state. Five-term Congress
MP from Rohtak DEEPENDER
SINGH HOODAspeaks to
MANQJ CG. Excerpts:

Congress opened its account in
Haryana in Lok Sabha polls
this time, after 0 seats in 2019
and 1in 2014. How doyou see
it in terms of Assembly polls?

The people of Haryana have
spokendecisivelyin the Lok Sabha
elections. They have voted for
change. There is a high level of
anti-incumbency against the state
government, which has failed to
deliver. The BJP has derailed the
Haryana story from being a No. 1
state in terms of per capita in-
come, per capita investment,
growth rate and other social in-
dices, to the No. 1 state in unem-
ployment, drug addiction, drug
abuse-related deaths and crime...

We won five seats, but we also
got47.6% of the vote share, which
is the highest INDIA bloc garnered
inany state, anearly 20% upswing
from the 2019 results.

But the BJP had the lead in 44
of the 90 Assembly segments,
against the Congress’s42 and
INDIA’s 46.

If you look at the last 10 years,
the BJP has done well in national
elections but not that well in state
polls. In Haryana, the BJP was
ahead in 80 Assembly segmentsin
2019. The Congress was ahead in
only 10. But when the Assembly
polls took place some months
later, the Congress went up to 31,
and the BJP tumbled down to 40.
They could not form government
on their own. A BJP leader then
said it could not repeat the same
results in the Assembly polls be-
cause Modiwasa ‘Brahmastra’,but
onlyinthe LS polls. This time, their
‘Brahmastra’ hasalso failed. Sowe

———

THEEXPRESS

INTERVIEW

WITH
DEEPENDER

SINGH HOooDA
HARYANA CONGRESS MP

are confident of a clean sweep.

What should Congress do
differently this time, given it
lost last two Assembly polls?
One of the factors behind our
confidence is anti-incumbency.
The other is that we have put our
house in order. The people were
fed up with the BJPin 2019 itself,
but (welost due to) certain organ-
isational lapsesonour part... The
strength of any good organisation
is to learn and make amends...
The Congress has taken good and
timely organisational decisions...
Our house is in order this time.

Kumari Selja has announced
astate-wide padyatra. There
is abelief that PCC campaign
will only have the Hoodas, so
some leaders are planning
their own campaigns.

Every leader is now in
Haryana for the elections. They
will all join the campaign, along
with the candidates... The BJPand
the media are fishing for some-
thing negative, but Haryana
Congressis united. There is no fac-
tionalism. FULLINTERVIEW

www.indianexpress.com

J&K L-G Manoj Sinha. P11

the ‘advisor’ of the chief minister;
now the CM and the Cabinet will
be advisors to the ‘Governor’.”

Former chief minister and
National Centre leader Omar
Abdullah said “a firm commit-
ment laying out the timeline for
restoration of full, undiluted
statehood for J&K” is a prerequi-
site for Assembly elections. “The
people of J&K deserve better
than powerless, rubber stamp
CM who will have to beg the LG
to get his/her peon appointed,”
Omar posted on X.

Senior PDP leader Waheed

Why the
changesare
@ significant

EXPLAINED

THE SUPREME Court had
asked the Centre to con-
duct the Assembly elec-
tions in Jammu and
Kashmir by September.
The changes before that
as notified on Friday are
being seen by the Valley
as an indication that the
Centre wants to bring key
powers under its own do-
main before an elected
government.

Parra told The Indian Express that
the Assembly elections when they
are held would be “meaningless”
after these changes, and said they
were a continuation of what be-
gan on August 5,2019. “Whether
they now hold the elections ornot,
the L-G has the powers of the
Assembly, the Cabinet and the

government,” Parra said.

Calling the amendments a
“huge structural disempower-
ment”, the PDP leader said that
an elected government would
only be a “glorified municipal-
ity” now. “It would be a
Legislative Assembly without
the powers of legislation.”

As per official sources, the
notification by the Union Home
Ministry was not about amend-
ments to the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation Act,
2019, but changes to the
Transaction of Business Rules to
“avoid any ambiguity”. “This no-
tification does not in any sense
alter the balance of powers as
enshrined in the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganization Act,
2019,” a source said, emphasis-
ing that the Act had been
“passed by Parliament and up-
held by the Supreme Court”.

Sources said the notification
would provide “better clarity on
processes so as to enable smooth
administration”. WITHINPUTS

FROM ENS DELHI

CJIDY Chandrachud and UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath at the convocation ceremony of
the Dr Ram Manohar Lohia National Law University in Lucknow on Saturday. Vishal Srivastav

Teaching law in Indian languages
can improve legal access: CJI

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JULY 13

CHIEF JUSTICE of India (CJ) DY
Chandrachud Sunday said law
should be taught in regional lan-
guages so that people’s access to
the legal system can be improved.

Chandrachud was speaking
during the convocation cere-
mony of Dr Ram Manohar Lohia
National Law University (RM
NLU)in Lucknow on Saturday, an
event that was also attended by
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath,
Chief Justice of Allahabad High
Court Arun Bhansali and several
judges of the Allahabad High
Court, arelease said.

“I often discuss with educa-
tionists across the country how
law can be taught in simple lan-
guage.” said the CJI. He added
that if one cannot explain the
principles of law to the general
publicin simple terms, thereisa
deficiency in the legal profession
and legal education.

Pointing out that regional
languages should also be taken
into consideration when teach-
ing law, he said:“I believe that
RM NLU should start an LLB
course in Hindi. Laws related to
regional issues should also be

taught in our universities. For in-
stance, if someone comes to the
university's legal aid centre from
a nearby village with a land-re-
lated problem and the student
does not understand terms such
as Khasra and Khatauni, how
will they be able to help?
Therefore, students should be
educated about regional laws re-
lated to land.”

Chandrachud said that as
Chief Justice, he hasissued many
instructions to make the justice
process more accessible. For ex-
ample, Supreme Court decisions
provided in English are being
translated into various lan-
guages recognized in the
Constitution of India, allowing
the public to understand the
content of these decisions.

At present, there are 37,000
Supreme Court decisions from
1950 to 2024 that have been
translated into Hindi, and this
service is available free of charge
to all citizens.

CM Adityanath highlighted
the significance of good gover-
nance, the release said. He em-
phasized that the rule of law is
the “precondition for good gov-
ernance”. He said that legal ex-
perts can contribute significantly
to nation-building.

Allahabad HC
issues ruling in
three languages

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, JULY 13

IN A significant move, the
Allahabad High Court has pro-
nounced a judgment in three
languages: English, Hindi and
Sanskrit, in a case concerning the
maintainability of a petition
seeking enforcement of an in-
terim maintenance order made
by a family court made under
section 125 CrPC.

The High Court dismissed the
petition.

“This judgment is also being
written in Hindi as well as in
Sanskrit languages and the
copies of the same shall also be
attached along with this judg-
ment,” the court said.

The petitioners’ lawyer
Azad Khan said, “This is the first
time in my 32 years of legal
practice thatI have seen a judg-
ment given in three languages.
The judgment in three lan-
guages has been merged into a
single document.”
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As his son faces

assault complaint,
Odisha Gov meets
Raj Bhavan staffer

Raghubar Das assured us of justice,
says wife of Raj Bhavan employee

SUJIT BISOYI
BHUBANESWAR, JULY 13

ODISHA GOVERNOR Raghubar
Das Saturday met the Raj Bhavan
staffer who has accused his son
of assault for not sending luxury
cars to pick him up from the Puri
railway station. “He listened to
us in detail and assured justice
soon. We will wait before taking
further steps,” Sayoj, the wife of
Raj Bhavan employee Baikuntha
Pradhan, said.

Pradhan (47)is posted as the
Assistant Section Officer,
Household Section, Governor's
Secretariat, Raj Bhavan. He has
alleged that Das’s son Lalit
Kumar and five others slapped,
punched, and kicked him on the
night of July 7 on the Raj Bhavan
premises in Puri, where he was
posted to supervise the prepara-
tion for President Droupadi
Murmu’s visit.

Pradhan, who submitted a
written complaint to the
Governor’s principal secretary
on July 10, did not speak to the
media citing “government regu-
lations”. He also submitted a po-
lice complaint on July 11, though
an FIR has not been filed so far.
RajBhavanis yet to comment on
the allegations.

Sayoj said the governor’s per-
sonal cook, a co-accused in the
police complaint, begged
Pradhan for forgiveness “by
touching his feet” in front of Das.

Since the other accused, in-
cluding Kumar, were not present
in the Raj Bhavan, Das assured
Pradhan they would be sum-
moned to take further action,
she said.

“We will definitely wait for a
few days given his assurance. But
we will not withdraw the police

Sayoj, wife of Raj Bhavan
official Baikuntha Pradhan,
shows his complaint Friday

complaint until we get justice,”
she said.

Before meeting Das, Pradhan
and his wife also met Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi at
the state secretariat, who sug-
gested they meet the Governor.

When contacted, a senior po-
lice officer in Puri said though
they have received the complaint,
they are awaiting instructions
from their superiors since the
matter involves the Raj Bhavan.

The issue also snowballed
into a political row, with senior
Congress leader Taraprasad
Bahinipati demanding Kumar’s
arrest. Members of the NSUI and
youth Congress staged protests
outside the Raj Bhavan in
Bhubaneswar.

BJD MLA Pratap Deb ques-
tioned the police inactionon the
complaint, while his party col-
leagues said the attack on
Pradhan by a “non-Odia” was an
assaulton “Odia asmita (pride)”.

BJP’s Dilip Mallick said the
law is equal for all and the com-
plaint will be examined in detail.

33 Indian labourers
freed from ‘slavery’,
say Italian police

REUTERS
ROME, JULY 13

ITALIAN POLICE said on Saturday
they had freed 33 Indian farm
labourers from slave-like work-
ing conditions in the northern
Verona province and seized al-
most half a million euros
($545,300) from their two al-
leged abusers.

Labour exploitation is in the
spotlight in Italy following an ac-
cidentin June in which an Indian
fruit picker died after his arm
was severed by machinery.

In the latest case, police said
the alleged gang-masters, also
from India, brought fellow na-
tionals to Italy on seasonal work
permits, asking them to pay
17,000 euros each and promis-
ing them a better future.

The migrants were given
farm jobs, working seven days a
week and 10-12 hours a day for
just4 euros per hour, which was
entirely docked from them until
they settled all their debts, po-

lice said, describing the migrants'
treatment as "slavery".

Some were asked to continue
working for free to pay an addi-
tional 13,000 euros for a perma-
nent work permit "which, in re-
ality, would have never been
given to them," the police state-
ment said.

The alleged abusers were
charged with crimes connected
to slavery and labour exploita-
tion, while the victims will be of-
fered protection, work opportu-
nities and legal residency papers,
the police said.

Like other European nations,
Italy has growing labour short-
ages often filled viaimmigration,
particularly in lower paid jobs,
and has a migrant work visa sys-
tem that has faced cases of fraud.

The country also has a prob-
lem with labour law violations.

According to 2021 data from
national statistics office Istat,
about 11 per cent of Italian work-
ers were employed illegally, ris-
ing to more than 23 per cent in
agriculture.

In Hathras stampede aftermath, how ‘Bhole Baba’ has divided major parties in UP

BHUPENDRA PANDEY
LUCKNOW, JULY 13

The Special Investigation Team
(SIT) that probed the July 2
Hathras stampede did not rule
outa “major conspiracy” behind
theincident even as it found the
“event organiser and tehsil-level
police and administration
guilty”. However, the person
conspicuous by his absence from
the report was self-styled god-
man Surajpal alias Narayan
Sakar Hari, at whose satsang the
stampede occurred.

The report only talks of serv-
ing a notice at Surajpal’s
Mainpuri ashram for question-
ing, and that he did not respond
to the same.

Political parties in Uttar
Pradesh, where the recent Lok
Sabha polls indicated a shift in

caste loyalties, with the BJPdealta
major blow, have been chary of
pointing fingers at Surajpal, or
"Bhole Baba" as he is known
among his largely Dalit devotees.
While the BSP has been the most
vocal demanding action against
him, the Congress too has asked
why Surajpal has not been ques-
tioned yet. But the BJP and SP have
chosenamore cautious approach.

During his visit to Hathras the
day after the stampede, which
left 121 people dead, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath empha-
sised the “conspiracy angle”,and
said it required investigation. He
did not take Surajpal’s name, re-
ferring to him twice as “sajjan
(the gentleman)” in his state-
ments to the media. In the first
reference, the CM underlined
that the stampede occurred
“soon after...the sajjan completed
his sermon” and got off the stage

toleave, when a crowd of follow-
ers tried to collect the soil on
which he had trod.

Asked why the self-styled
godman had not been named in
the police case, Adityanath told
reporters: “Everyone knows with
whom that sajjan has a photo
and with whom he has political
connections.” The CM’s pur-
ported reference was to a video,
which went viral after the stam-
pede, of SP president Akhilesh
Yadav at one of Surajpal’s events.

Then, Adityanath, without
naming Akhilesh, talked about the
“unmanageable crowd” at theral-
lies of the SP chief. During the Lok
Sabha election campaigns, a rally
in Phulpur, Prayagraj, which
Akhilesh and Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi were supposed to
address, had got cancelled because
of a stampede-like situation.

Asked about the SIT report, the

Godman Surajpal alias
Narayan Sakar Hari.

BJP’s newly elected Hathras MP,
Anoop Valmiki, told The Indian
Express: “No one involved in the
incident will be spared. The SIT did
not hold the Baba responsible as
itmust have found that he did not
play arole in the incident. Still, a
judicial enquiry is underway.”
The police have also sug-

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

gested a political link, claiming
that the main accused and
Surajpal’s confidant, Devprakash
Madhukar, who was the satsang
organiser, used to raise funds
from political parties. Asked if he
knew about Madhukar’s alleged
political connections, Valmiki
said: “I have no clue about this
since I am new to this place and
was elected MP only recently.”
On the SIT report not naming
Surajpal, SP Hathras district pres-
ident Devendra  Kumar
Kushwaha also emphasises that
the “godman” had left the place
before the stampede occurred.
“Baba was inside his car when
the incident took place. Why
should he be held responsible for
the deaths? The administration
and the police are solely respon-
sible for the deaths as they did
not make adequate arrange-
ments to manage the large gath-

ering,” he said.

About police looking into
Madhukar’s “political connec-
tions”, Kushwaha said: “I am not
aware of this.I haven’teven heard
about him. Madhukar belongs to
Etah district and was working in
MGNREGA there. He shifted to
Hathras a few years ago.”

SP spokesperson Rajendra
Chaudhary said: “The administra-
tionand government are solely re-
sponsible for the deaths. Where
doesthe questionabout the Baba's
rolearise? The SIT has given hima
clean chit. The administration was
supposed to make arrangements
to manage such a huge gathering
there, but they failed.”

The SP’s ally Congress, how-
ever, asked why Surajpal was not
being questioned. UP Congress
president Ajay Rai told The Indian
Express: “This government is
known for taking such stands.

Why were only the organisers
held guilty in the SIT report and
not the Baba? How is it possible
that when the event was organ-
ised for the Baba and a huge
gathering arrived for him, he was
not questioned about the deaths
or booked in the case.”

BSP chief Mayawati has also
targeted the state government for
not questioning Surajpal. Ina post
on X Thursday, Mayawatiwrote in
Hindji, “The death of 121 innocent
women and children is an exam-
ple of government's negligence.
The SIT report seems to be inspired
more by politics than the serious-
ness of the incident. The SIT's si-
lence over the role of the Baba,
whois the event's key organiser, is
areason for concern. Instead of
taking action, givinga clean chitto
him has become anissue.”

Inits 855-page report, the SIT
comprising Additional Director

General of Police (Agra Zone)
Anupam Kulshreshtha and
Aligarh Divisional Commissioner
Chaitra V blamed the local ad-
ministration and police officials
foradisplay of negligence and al-
leged that the satsang’s organis-
ers and the guards in Surajpal’s
security team “mismanaged” the
crowd. The SIT report also said
that though a notice was served
to Surajpal’s ashram in Mainpuri
for the recording of his statement,
he did not turn up or respond.
While Inspector General of
Police (Aligarh Range) Shalabh
Mathur and Hathras
Superintendent of Police Nipun
Agarwal did not respond to calls
or messages, Additional SP Ashok
Kumar Singh, when asked about
the conspiracy angle, Madhukar’s
alleged political connections,and
Surajpal’s alleged role, said: “All
angles are being investigated.”
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GUJARAT
4 childrendie,
Chandipura
virus suspected

Ahmedabad: Four children
have died of suspected in-
fection of Chandipura
virus at the civil hospital in
Sabarkantha district be-
tween June 27 and July 10.
Two children with similar
symptoms are undergo-
ing treatment at the hos-
pital. Blood samples of all
the six children have been
sent to the National
Institute of Virology in
Pune for confirmationand
their results are expected
four to five days, said offi-
cials. Chandipura virus
causes fever, with symp-
toms similar to flu, and
acute encephalitis (in-
flammation of brain). ENS

UTTAR PRADESH

Man kills himself
after being
‘beaten by boss’

Firozabad: A 20-year-old
man allegedly committed
suicide by setting himself
on fire here, police said on
Saturday. According to
police, Kamalkant, who
worked as a truck driver,
was allegedly held
hostage and beaten by
some men in the
Dakshini Mohanlalganj
area. On July 6,
Kamalkant asked his em-
ployer, Pramod alias
Pappu, for Rs 60,000 in
advance to repay some
loan, police said. PTI

MAHARASHTRA
Jarangetositon
indefinite fast

fromJuly 20

Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar:
Quota activist Manoj
Jarange on Saturday an-
nounced to launch indef-
inite fast from July 20 if
the government fails to
grant the reservation to
Marathas by midnight
on July 13.Jarange has
urged the Marathas
to gather in Mumbai for
the next phase of the
agitation, with the
schedule to be declared
on July 20. He empha-
sised that if the govern-
ment fails to grant the
reservation by tonight,
the agitation will be
reignited on July 20. PTI

Kerala cricket coach ‘sexually abused minor Ratna Bhandar
girls’ foryears, parents approach High Court of Puri temple to

He was arrested on June 12 on the complaint of a girl’s parents; 5 others came forward after that be Op ened tO day

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JULY 13

PARENTS OF five minor girls who
were being trained by a Kerala
Cricket Association coach have
moved the High Court seeking a
fair probe into the sexual abuse al-
legations against him. The coach
was arrested last month on
charges of sexually abusing a girl
in2019.

After his arrest came to light,
five other girls made similar alle-
gations against the coach, who
used toworkatacricketacademy
in the state.

On Friday, the KCA recom-
mended cancellation of his certi-
fication from the BCCI-affiliated
National Cricket Academy and di-
rected cricket associations across

India against taking him on as
coach.

In their petition before the
Kerala HC, the parents alleged that
others were also involved and the
“involvement of mafia is sus-
pected”.

“They have taken videos and
photographs of the children and
uploaded it on various websites
for commercial purposes as cer-
tain websites are available for en-
couraging suchillegalities against
the children. It is suspected that
the accused and his allies have
taken nude photographs of the
survivors with criminal intention
tomisuseitin the future,” the pe-
tition said.

The mother of a girl whose
complaint led to the arrest under
the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act also
recounted her daughter’s ordeal

India-SA match-fixing:
Cheating and conspiracy
charges against 4 accused

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 13

A DELHI court on Thursday or-
dered framing of cheating and
conspiracy charges against four
accused in a 24-year-old case re-
lated to a cricket match played
between India and South Africa
in2000. “A serious attempt was
made to fix the match,” the court
noted while also adding that
viewers of the game attach a
"national pride" to their teams.

Additional Chief Judicial
Magistrate Neha Priya was hear-
ing the case against four accused
— Rajesh Kalra, Krishan Kumar,
Sunil Dara, and Sanjeev Chawla.
Hansie Cronje, the then South
African team captain, was also
named along with four other ac-
cused in the case.

An FIR was registered in
2000 by the Crime Branch of
Delhi Police against Hansie
Cronje. Following an investiga-
tion, a chargesheet was filed in
2013 against six accused, includ-
ing Kalra, Kumar, Dara, and
Chawla.

On Thursday, the court noted
that two players on the South
African team - Herschelle Gibbs
and Henry Williams - were al-
legedly offered bribes to the tune
of $15,000 by Cronje to score a
certain amount of runs.

‘CAUSING SAFETY CONCERN’

Pune civic body notice
to Khedkar’s mother
over land encroachment

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JULY 13

PUNE MUNICIPAL Corporation
(PMC) on Saturday served a no-
tice to controversial probation-
ary IAS officer Pooja Khedkar's
mother Manorama Khedkar
for encroaching on land owned
by the civic body outside
her residence of National
Housing society on Baner road
in Aundh.

A notice pasted by PMC on a
wall of Manorama Khedkar's
residence states that the civic
body has found a structure —
along the sixty feet long bound-
ary wall of the residential prem-
ises — with a width of three feet
and height of two feet encroach-

ing on PMC-owned land meant
for road purposes.

"The encroachment is caus-
ing inconvenience to citizens
from using the road and foot-
path. The PMC has also received
acomplaint regardingit. The en-
croachment on Baner road just
outside your property is causing
a safety concern to citizens using
the road," it said.

"The encroachment should
be removed in seven days and if
it is not done then the Pune
Municipal Corporation will
taken action againstit," said civic
officer Makrand Wadekarin the
notice.

A 2023 batch IAS officer,
Pooja Khedkar is under proba-
tion and currently posted in her
home cadre Maharashtra.

Based on recorded tele-
phonic conversations between
Cronje and the other accused,
provided as evidence by the
prosecution, the Court decided
to frame charges.

Constant communication be-
tween the accused, fixing agreed-
upon scores, team compositions,
and financial transactions related
to betting — the Court order gave
these and other details.

"It was also agreed that if the
results came as agreed, then
Sanjeev Chawla (co-accused)
would pay $140,000 to Hansie
Cronje. Though the players for-
got about the deal in the heat of
the game and did not play as per
agreed terms, it can be con-
cluded that a serious attempt
was made to fix the match," the
Judge noted while ordering the
framing of charges against the
accused.

The Additional Chief Judicial
Magistrate noted that viewers of
the game attach a "national
pride"” to the teams that play
these international matches.

"The only thing predictable
about a game of cricket is its un-
predictability... If this aspect of
the game is taken out of the
equation, and if the spectators
know that the result is pre-de-
cided, then there would be zero
interest in watching the match,"
the Judge noted.

Two killed,

25 injured after
bus falls into
gorge in Doda

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 13

Two people were killed and 25
others injured on Saturday as a
mini bus skidded off the road
and fell into a 200-ft deep gorge
near Batyas in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Doda district.

According to Doda Deputy
Commissioner Harvinder Singh,
the vehicle was on its way from
Bhalessa to Thathri when a me-
chanical failure led to the acci-
dent. There were a total 36 peo-
ple --- including two children ---
in the vehicle. A woman was
among those killed. Atleast nine
injured have been admitted to
Government Medical College
Hospital in Doda, four of whom
are stated to be critical.

Opp objects to Sunburn’s plans
to relocate: ‘Promotes drugs’

PAVNEET SINGH CHADHA
PANAJI, JULY 13

OPPOSITION MLAs from Goa
have stridently objected to the
popular electronic dance music
festival Sunburn’s plans of relo-
cating to South Goa, claiming
that the event promotes “drug
culture”.

Since its inception in 2007,
the festival — popular among
tourists — has been held in the
coastal beach belt of North Goa.
For the last several years, it has
been held at Vagator beach.

On X on Friday, the festival
organisers said: “Welcome to the
next chapter of Sunburn Goa.
This year,immerse yourself into
the ultimate blend of music and

a surreal underwater experience
in our stunning new South Goa
home. Let the currents of music
and magic take you on an unfor-
gettable adventure”.

OnInstagram, the organisers
shared a link for registration.

Onits part, the state tourism
department claims it has yet to
receive any proposal for a change
in venue. However, an official of
the Entertainment Society of
Goa (ESG) — the nodal body
founded by the Goa government
todeal with the state’s entertain-
ment policy — confirmed it had
received a proposal.

“It is yet to be examined.
There is a high-powered com-
mittee which deliberates such
proposals. No decision has been
taken so far,” this official said. A

spokesperson for Percept
Limited, which organises the fes-
tival, did not respond to calls and
texts for acomment.

First founded in 2007, the
Sunburn Festival has had a few
run-ins in Goa, with several or-
ganisations and activists calling
for aban on an event they claim
“promotes drug culture”. The
festival this year is scheduled to
be held from December 28-30.

Speculations of relocation of
the festival to Mopa village in
North Goa’s Pernem taluka last
year prompted a citizens’ collec-
tive to threaten scale protests.
Then, on the first day of the fes-
tival, police shut down one stage
following complaints of loud
music beyond permissible
levels.

KCA has recommended
cancellation of his
certification from
National Cricket
Academy and directed
cricket associations
across India against
taking him on as coach

from 2019.

“She wanted to discontinue
cricket practice and move to
Bengaluru,” she wrote in the pe-
tition. “She had then expressed
some abnormal behaviour, but
the family did not understand the
issue.Recently, she got frightened
after seeing the coach again in
Thiruvananthapuram. The girl
then revealed what had hap-
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penedin 2019, leading toregistra-
tion of the case.”

Following his arrest on June
12, other girls and their parents
came forward alleging similar
sexual harassment during coach-
ing sessions in 2020 and 2021,
when the coach had allegedly
clicked nude photographs of the
girls under the guise of checking
for their physical fitness.

KCA president Jayesh George
claimed the association never
shielded the coach and that the
complaint only came to light last
month. “He had faced a similar
casein2022.Then, the association
had kept him away from the job
of coach. Buta section of students
and their parents wanted him
back as coach and said the com-
plaint emerged as part of issues
related to selection. But the asso-
ciation was not ready to take him
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back,” he said, adding that a court
eventually disposed of the case af-
ter students and parents sup-
ported the accused.

However, he admitted to a
lapse on the part of the KCA, say-
ing that it should have kept the
coachaway even after this acquit-
tal. “We should have conducted
aninternal probe then,” he said.

Another parent told The Indian
Express that the coach sexually ha-
rassed several girls over the years.
“After he wriggled out of the ear-
lier POCSO case, he had shown the
same tendencies. He used to take
girls to a tournament in Tamil
Naduwithout any women staff or
coach accompanying. A few par-
ents withdrew their daughters
(from coaching) in the last few
months after they grew suspi-
cious about his behaviour,” he al-
leged.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Maharashtra Governor Ramesh Bais, Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde and Deputy Chief Ministers Devendra Fadnavis and Ajit Pawar during the
inauguration of the Indian Newspaper Society Towers in Mumbai on Saturday. P11

PM: Media’s natural role is to create
discourse by discussing serious issues

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI, JULY 13

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
on Saturday said the media's nat-
ural role is to create discourse by
discussing serious issues.
Speaking after inaugurating
INS Towers, the Indian Newspaper
Society’s secretariat in Mumbai’s
Bandra-Kurla Complex, Modi ex-
pressed confidence that India will

soon become the third-largest
economy and spoke about how
the nation has become the leader
indigital payments.

He said the role of newspapers
is crucial in the journey to Viksit
Bharatin the next 25 yearsand ap-
pealed to Indian publications to
enhance their global presence.

"Media makes people aware
of their strength. Media's natu-
ral role is to create discourse by
discussing serious issues,” Modi

said even as he emphasised the
impact of government policies
on the functioning of the media.
He said the media is not a
mute spectator of the condition of
the nations but it plays a major
role in changing them.
Underlining the role of news-
papers and magazines in the next
25-year journey to Viksit Bharat,
Modi highlighted the media's role
in creating awareness about rights
and the potential of the citizens.

Group of lock breakers, snake helpline
members, medical teams on standby

SUJIT BISOYI
BHUBANESWAR, JULY 13

THE LOCK of the inner Ratna
Bhandar (treasure trove) of Puri
Jagannath Temple will be broken
if it will not open with the exist-
ing “duplicate keys” with the
Odisha government clearing a
proposal to open the lord’s treas-
ury on Sunday, after a gap of al-
most four decades.

“The key is no more an issue
now. Whether the keys will
work or not, the Ratna Bhandar
will be opened anyway. It's a fact
that the lock has not been
opened for a long period. There
are also chances of the lock get-
ting rust since it'’s made of iron. If
needed, we will break the lock,”
said Justice Biswanath Rath, who
chairs the committee formed to
supervise the process.

A “lock breaking group” will
also be part of the team compris-
ing representatives of temple
managing committee, supervi-
sory committee, servitors and Puri
districtadministration, which will
enter the lord’s treasury on
Sunday.

Amid tales about serpents
guarding the Ratna Bhandar, the
administration said they will take
help from members of snake
helpline.

“The members of the snake
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The Ratna Bhandar has been
closed for four decades. File

helpline and medical team will
not go inside the temple. They
will remain on standby near the
temple administration office lo-
cated outside the 12th century
shrine. If needed, their help will
be taken,” said Justice Rath.

The precious ornaments of
sibling deities — Lord Jagannath,
Lord Balabhadra and Goddess
Subhadra — donated by devo-
tees and erstwhile kings over
centuries are stored in the Ratna
Bhandar of the temple. It has two
chambers — Bhitar Bhandar (in-
ner chamber) and Bahara
Bhandar (outer chamber).

While the outer chamber is
opened regularly to fetch orna-
ments for the deities during the
Suna Besha (golden attire) — a
key ritual during the annual
Rath Yatra, and also during ma-
jor festivals throughout the year
— thelastinventory of the lords’
treasury was done in 1978.

SC orders Mercedes to pay
{36 lakh refund for ‘defects’

AJOY SINHAKARPURAM
NEW DELHI, JULY 13

THE SUPREME Court Friday up-
held a 2017 order of the National
Consumer Disputes Redressal
Commission imposing Rs 10
lakh fine and ordered Mercedes
Benz India Pvt. Ltd to refund Rs
36 lakh to the buyers.

The buyers — Controls &
Switchgear Company Ltd and CG
Power Industrial Solutions Pvt Ltd
— purchased cars for its directors
and filed cases against Mercedes
for “defects” in the vehicles.
Controls & Switchgear claimed
that the car purchased was prone
to “excessive heating” whereas CG
Power contended that the airbags

were defective and did not deploy
to protect their director from
“grievous injuries” during an ac-
cident. Mercedes argued the cars
were purchased for “commercial
purposes”, barring the companies
from proceeding against them
under the Consumer Protection
Act, in which a consumer “does
notinclude a person who obtains
such goods for resale or for any
commercial purpose”.

A bench of Justices Bela M
Trivedi and Pankaj Mithal ob-
served that there is no “strait-
jacket” method to decide if the
cars were purchased for com-
mercial purposes, but mentioned
that the “dominant intention or
dominant purpose” should be to
facilitate profit generation.

PUBLIC NOTICE

amount may be deposited.

In accordance with provisions of the Delhi Building and other Construction Workers Weltare
Cess Act, 1996, labour CESS is collected @ of 1% of the total construction cost of a particular
project. At present, labour CESS 1s either deposited by individual person/ firm directly in the
account of the Board or in some cases, labour CESS 1is collected by Government
Departments/PSUs/Autonomous Bodies and later on remitted in the account of the Board.

It 1s hereby clarified that individual person/ firm, depositing labour CESS in the account of
the Board, is required to deposit the same in online mode only. Offline mode of payment for
them has been discontinued with effect from 01.04.2024. For making this payment, they may

visit the DBOCWW Board's web portal ““https://dboewwb.delhi.gov.in/”” and by clicking the
“cess collection process online payment” link and following the given process, CESS

It 1s further clarified that Government Departments/PSUs/Autonomous Bodies, collecting
Labour CESS on behalf of the Board and remitting later on, are advised to remit the collected
CESS in the DBOCWW Board's Bank of Maharastra A/c No. 60435175753, IFSC Code:
MAHB0002208 only. At the end of the financial year, the Board shall reconcile the deposit
with the concerned Government Departments/PSUs/Autonomous Bodies. Therefore, after
remittance of the collected CESS, Government Departments/PSUs/Autonomous Bodies may
also forward the details of Contractors in the following format:

S. Name
No.

& Location of
work/Project

Name of the
Contractor

Address of the

(With contact

Contractor

Total cost of
the project/
Work

Total amount
of CESS to be
deducted (@

Amount of
Labour Cess
collected and

(please mention no. & e-mail) 1% of project deposited
District of cost)
location also)
Sd/-
SECRETARY,
DIP-SHABDARTH/CLASSIFIED/0124/24-25 DBOCW BOARD
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Mufti, Lone say they are under house
arrest as Kashmir marks Martyrs’ Day

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah in New Delhi. P11

Shah stresses
on local jobs

to prevent
migration from
border villages

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 13

UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah Saturday said that there is
a need to provide employment
opportunities to the residents of
border villages in order to pre-
vent migration.

He said that central armed
police forces (CAPFs) and Army
deployed in such areas should
encourage purchase of local agri-
cultural and handicraft products.

Reviewing the implementa-
tion of the “Vibrant Villages
Programme” (VVP), Shah di-
rected all concerned to continue
the efforts made by senior min-
isters and officials in this regard.

During the meeting, he said
the government is committed to
the all-round development of
the border villages. He said the
healthcare facilities of the Army
and central armed police forces
should be regularly made avail-
able to benefit the residents of
nearby villages. The home min-
ister stressed upon maximum
use of solar energy and other re-
newable sources of energy like
windmills etc. So far, more than
6,000 events have been organ-
ised in these border villages,
which include about 4000 serv-
ice delivery and awareness
camps. More than 600 projects
have been sanctioned by the
Centre for employment genera-
tion in these villages.

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR, JULY 13

FORMER JAMMU and Kashmir
Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti
was among those who claimed
that they were put under house
arrest Saturday as the UT
marked Martyrs’ Day to com-
memorate the day that 22
Kashmiris were killed by the
Dogra army in the erstwhile
princely state of Jammu and
Kashmir in 1931.

While leaders like Mufti and
People’s Conference chairman
Sajad Lone said they were put
under house arrest, others like
BJP ally Altaf Bukhari were pre-
vented from heading toward
Mazar-e-Shuhada, or the mar-
tyrs’ cemetery, in Srinagar.

Significantly, July 13 is
marked as Martyrs’ Day, formerly
a public holiday in the erstwhile

state of Jammu and Kashmir. But
since the abrogation of Article
370 in 2019, the UT administra-
tion has been not only done away
with official functions but has
also been stopping politicians
from visiting the cemetery.

Police have so far been silent
on the claims of putting politi-
cians under house arrest and
didn't respond to calls from The
Indian Express.

Mehbooba Mufti was among
the first to claim that she had been
putunder house arrest.Inavideo
statement issued to the media she
said: “Despite beinga Muslim ma-
jority state, keeping all other is-
sues aside, we held the hand of
India thinking that Jammu and
Kashmir —we were anindepend-
ent state, a small state where
Hindus, Muslim, Sikhs, Christians,
Buddhists, people speaking differ-
ent languages, wearing different
costumes and living in different

Worried over fast growth,
foreign powers working
against BJP govt: Chouhan

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR,JULY 13

UNION AGRICULTURE Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan Saturday
claimed that foreign powers are
trying to harm the ruling party “at
any cost” as they are unhappy
with the speed at which India is
growing. Speaking at a state BJP
working committee meeting in
Jaipur, the former Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister said:
“Hamare virodhi — jis mein yeh
sach hai ki videshi taakatein bhi
shamil hain — ye hamare desh
mein kaisey bhi BJP ki sarkaar na
rahe. Jis tezi se Bharat badh raha
hai, ye hamare virodhiyon ko raas
nahi aa raha hai. (Our opponents
—and itis true that these include
foreign powers — they want to

Nashik man returns
after ‘Haj on foot’

SIDDHANT KONDUSKAR
MUMBAI, JULY 13

SAYYED ALI Shahebaj, a45-year-
old signboard painter from
Nashik, Maharashtra, has be-
come a testament to faith and
the indomitable human spirit af-
ter completing his year-long Hajj
pilgrimage to Saudi Arabia en-
tirely on foot. His journey, which
began from Nashik's Badi
DargahonJuly 3,2023, stands as
a poignant story of devotion and
determination.

Preparing for such an ardu-
ous journey was no small feat.
Shahebaj acknowledges his
friend of 20 years, Satish Shivaji
Jagtap, for crucial support dur-
ing the preparation phase. Jagtap
conducted extensive research to
ensure a smooth pilgrimage.
Additionally, Shahebaj's brother,
Sayyed Gulaab Shahebaj, and
other friends played vital roles in
securing necessary permissions
fromlocal, state, and central au-
thorities. “Satish ji and my
brother made it possible for me
to embark on this pilgrimage,”
Shahebaj expressed.

Shahebaj's journey began
with a 2,100 km walk through
Gujarat, Rajasthan, Haryana, and
Delhi. Originally planning to tra-

Sayyed Ali Shahebaj

verse Pakistan, he adjusted his
route after facing clearance is-
sues and flew from Delhi to
Mashhad in Iran. From Mashhad,
he resumed his journey on foot,
covering another 2,000 km
through Iran, followed by 1,100
km through Iraq, before reach-
ing the Rafah Border to enter
Saudi Arabia and eventually
heading towards Medina.

In Mecca, Shahebaj found
kindness in Salman Khan, a
Saudi-based caterer who pro-
vided free accommodation and
meals for a month and a half.

“There is no country like
India. The diversity and unity we
have is unparalleled. | made sure
to sleep every night embracing
the tricolour,” he said. Returning
toIndiaonJuly 12,2024, landing
at Mumbai airport, Shahebaj's
journey continues as he plans to
walk back to his hometown,
Nashik, from Mumbai.

prevent a BJP government at all
costs. Our opponents don'tlike the
speed at which India is growing).
Many forces are trying to harm BJP
atany cost. We need to be careful
of them.” Calling Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi “baalak
buddhi” (childish), Chouhan at-
tacked him for his remarks in
Parliament. He claimed that the
Opposition lied about Agniveer
and Minimum Support Price dur-
ing the Lok Sabha polls, and that
the Congress-led allianceis trying
to set misleading narratives.

BJP national executive mem-
ber Vinay Sahasrabuddhe said
there were multiple causes be-
hind the LS results for BJP, includ-
ing disinformation by the
Opposition on reservation.

Chouhan praise Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma and PM Modi.

45 patients
rescued after
fire at nursing
home in Cuttack

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, JULY 13

FIRE SERVICE personnel Saturday
evacuated atleast 45 patients, in-
cluding 20 children, after fire
broke out at a private nursing
home in Cuttack.

Officials said flames were re-
ported from the nursing home's
ICU located on the third floor.

The fire fighters reached the
spot, evacuated the patients and
shifted them to various govern-
ment and private medical facili-
ties. Cuttack collector Arindam
Dakua said the priority for the ad-
ministration was to evacuate all
patients safely and to extend them
required medical facility.

“We will verify the papersand
look into other aspects like
whether the nursing home had
fire safety clearance or not. The ad-
ministration will take steps ac-
cordingly,” Dakua said.

Odisha Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi expressed concern
over theincident and directed the
district administration to ensure
proper care of the evacuees. Majhi
said the government will bear the
medical expenses of those evacu-
ated from the nursing home.

PDP leader Mehbooba
Mufti, People’s Conference
chairman Sajad Lone

climatic conditions lived together
—willlive adignified life inadem-
ocratic country. But today, with
sadness, we have to say that the
Kashmiri has been forced to think
if he made a mistake in making
the decision that day (1947)".
Lone, too, said he had been put
under house arrest. “I really fail to
understand what the administra-
tion gets in stopping people from
going to the martyrs’ graveyard.

People have aright to choose their
heroes. And the martyrs are he-
roes for the people of Kashmir,” he
saidon X.

Former CM and National
Conference vice-president Omar
Abdullah, too, criticised the move.
"Another 13th July, Martyr’s Day;
another round of locked gates &
police excesses to stop people
from paying homage to those
who sacrificed their lives to estab-
lish a just, fair & democratic
regime inJ&K. Everywhere elsein
the country these people would
have been celebrated but in J&K
the administration wants to ig-
nore these sacrifices,” he said on
X. Meanwhile, BJP ally Altaf
Bukhari claimed he and several
other leaders of his Apni Party
were stopped right outside his
home as they were heading to the
cemetery.

Imposing restrictions "can't
erase” the memory of martyrs'

“from the hearts and minds of
people”, Communist Party of India
(Marxist) leader MY Tarigami said
ina statement.

“Notallowing the official com-
memoration of this historic day,
and stopping the political leaders
from visitting Mazari Shuhuda to
pay homage to the martyrs is an
attempt to change the history of
Kashmir and erase the collective
memory of the people. Through
these desperate attempts, the ad-
ministration cannot remove the
memory of this historic day from
the hearts and minds of our peo-
ple,” he said. Calling July 13, 1931
a historic day, the separatist
Hurriyat Conference condemned
the house arrest of its chairman
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq. “The
memories and sacrifices of these
martyrs are deeply ingrained in
the hearts and minds of the
Kashmiri people and can’t be for-
gotten,” the statement said.

OuTOrTH
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Union Culture and Tourism Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat goes tandem skydiving in
Haryana’s Narnaul, Saturday. On the occasion of World Skydiving Day, the minister flagged
off an aircraft that will be used for skydiving, said to be the first such plane in the country. ANI
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CBI FIR: Trafficked
Indians forced into
cybercrimes at ‘China

control scam centres’

‘Global network behind trafficking of
Indians to Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar’

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, JULY 13

PROBING A human trafficking,
cheating and criminal conspiracy
angle against cybercriminals from
Southeast Asian countries, the CBI
hasallegedinits FIR thataninter-
national network is involved in
trafficking of Indians to Cambodia,
Laos and Myanmar, where they
are forced into cybercrimes at
“Chinese control scam centres”.

Two months ago, the Indian
Cyber Crime Coordination Centre
(I4C), a division of the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA), found the
China connection while probing
cyber-related complaints.
“Around 7,000 cyber-related com-
plaints on an average are regis-
tered with the National
Cybercrime Reporting Portal
(NCRP) daily and most of the
frauds have origin in three
Southeast Asian countries —
Cambodia, Myanmar and Laos.
We have found that many web
applications used to commit the
crimes are written in Mandarin,
so we cannot rule out China con-
nection,” said Rajesh Kumar, Chief
Executive Officer, 14C.

In its FIR, the CBI said, “It has
been learnt from reliable sources
that an international network of
human traffickers is involved in
trafficking of Indian nationals to
Southeast Asian Countries, partic-
ularly to Cambodia, Laos and
Myanmar. First, the victims are of-
fered lucrative job offers in
Thailand, Dubai and Bangkok.
When the victims reach the pre-
destined countries, they are fur-
ther trafficked/transported to
Southeast Asian countries where
they are forced to work as 'cyber
criminals’ under threatand duress

Tripura CPM leader killed ahead of civic
polls, statewide shutdown called today

DEBRAJDEB
AGARTALA,JULY 13

THE OPPOSITION CPI(M) has an-
nounced a 12-hour strike in
Tripura on Sunday in protest
against the alleged murder of its
candidate for Zilla Parishad in
the August 8 panchayat polls.

Badal Shil, candidate for
South Tripura Zilla Parishad, was
injured after he was allegedly at-
tacked by the BJP supporters at
Rajnagar in South Tripura district
on Friday. He was shifted to GBP
Hospital in Agartala after being
provided primary medical treat-
ment in a local hospital.

He succumbed to his injuries
at GBP Hospital on Saturday, said
Tripura Left Front convener
Narayan Kar. He alleged that over
adozen of Left Front party lead-

CPI(M) workers stage a protest over ‘deterioration of law and
order’ in the state, in Agartala on Saturday. P11

ers and members were attacked
by the BJP cadre since announce-
ment of panchayat polls.
Speaking about their shut-
down programme, CPI(M)

Tripura state secretary Jitendra
Chaudhury said that there
would be no picketing in support
of the strike. He also appealed to
the people to extend support to

the dawn-to-dusk strike.

Congress Working
Committee member Sudip Roy
Barman said that his party
would extend support to the
strike.  BJP spokesperson
Nabendu Bhattacharjee said that
they would oppose the strike as
it would disturb the normal sit-
uation in the state ahead of the
panchayat elections.

As per announced schedule,
6,370 seats in 606 gram pan-
chayats of the state, 423 seats in
35 panchayat samities and 116
seatsin eight zilla parishad bod-
ies are scheduled to go to polls
on August 8, with counting on
August 12. State Election
Commissioner (SEC) Saradindu
Chaudhuri said the notification
for the elections was issued on
Thursday and nomination pa-
pers can be filed till July 18.

Naidu govt in Andhra transfers 37 IPS officers

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
AMARAVATI, JULY 13

THE ANDHRA Pradesh govern-
ment on Saturday transferred 37
IPS officers across the stateinama-
jor reshuffle of senior police offi-

cers, exactly a month after the N
Chandrababu Naidu-led NDA gov-
ernment came to power.

In an order issued by Chief
Secretary Neerabh Kumar Prasad,
Anakapalli district superintendent
of police, KV Murali Krishna has
been transferred to Anantapur

district in the same capacity.
Bapatladistrict SPVakul Jindal has
been transferred to Vizianagaram
district, replacing M Deepika, who
has been shifted to Anakapalli.
Similarly, Krishna district SP
Adnan Nayeem Asmi has been
transferred to West Godavari dis-

trict to replace Ajitha Vejendla,
whois posted as deputy commis-
sioner of police (DCP) - 1
Visakhapatnam city, among oth-
ers. Meanwhile, nine IPS officers
were directed toreport to the DGP,
ChDwarakaTirumala Rao's office,
for further posting.

in Chinese control scam centres.”

The FIRwaslodged after mul-
tiple rounds of meetings were
held by the MHA with the
Telecom Ministry, Reserve Bank
of India and CBI, asking them to
identify and plug loopholes in
banking and telecom sectors that
enable such scams.

As first reported by The Indian
Express on March 28, over 5,000
Indians are suspected of being
stuck in Cambodia and forced to
carry out “cyberfrauds”.

The CBI mentioned in its FIR
about a case study of one of the
victims, Saddam Sheikh, a resi-
dent of Maharashtra’s Palghar.
“Saddam had received WhatsApp
calls from two persons, working
with a south Delhi-based man-
power consultancy firm, inform-
ing him about a job in Thailand.
He visited their office and met the
owner and also with an agent,
who took Rs 1.4 lakh from him for
procuring visa,” the FIR states.

“...After arrangements of air
tickets and visa, Saddam was
asked toreach the Kolkata airport
to get all hisdocuments and he left
for Bangkok on February 10. At
Bangkok airport, he met another
agent who took money from him
and took him to Chiang Rai immi-
gration from where he was taken
to Laos, where he met another
agent, who is a native of Sikkim
and he was taken to Golden
Triangle Special Economic Zone
where he was introduced to other
Chinese agents as well as Indian
agents,” the CBI said inits FIR.

Saddam was forced to work
on social media profiles to cheat
peopleinIndia, Canadaand the US
through cryptocurrency invest-
ment schemes. He managed to es-
cape from the scam centre and
reached Bangkok, from where he
came back to India on April 19.

Work together
for society, says
Amartya Sen

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JULY 13

EMPHASISING ON the need to
encourage people and commu-
nities to “work together” for bet-
terment of the society, Nobel
laureate Amartya Sen on
Saturday said that the country
should emphasise on the idea of
‘jukto sadhana’ (collaborative
work) in our present times.

Sen was attending an event
at the Alipore Jail Museum —
‘Chair for The Reader’ — a cu-
rated reading space project, to
foster book reading and story-
telling habits among the youth
inareas inhabited by underpriv-
ileged children.

Addressing the gathering the
economist said that the history
of the country can be traced back
to collaborative work (jukto sad-
hana) between Hindus and
Muslims. “As far as the history of
our country goes, Hindus and
Muslims have been working to-
gether in cohesion for ages. We
need to emphasise on this idea
of ‘jukto sadhana’ (collaborative
work) in our present times.
Juktasadhana has no spiritual
connotation like sadhana. It only
defines working side by side in
perfect coordination,” said Sen.

Trafficked with postpartum psych051s Bangladesh woman now a support worker

SAGARRAJPUT
MUMBAI, JULY 13

IN DECEMBER 2022, a
Government Railway Police (GRP)
team found a young womanina
long-distance train at Borivali.
Bedraggled and undernourished,
the woman wore an oversized
green kurti and bore signs of a
mental illness. The woman, a
Bangladeshi national, had al-
legedly been illegally trafficked
into India three years earlier.

The team contacted
Shraddha Rehabilitation
Foundation, a centre for the
mentally-ill destitute in Karjat
near Mumbai, which diagnosed
her with postpartum psychosis
— arare but severe mental con-
dition that affects new mothers.

Today, the 22-year-old has al-
most recovered. Now working as
a support worker at the Karjat
rehabilitation centre, she wants
to put her past behind and return
home to her five-year-old
daughter. “I miss my daughter
very much and want to go back
to her soon. I promise to never
leave her again,” she told The
Indian Express.

The rehabilitation centre said
it has approached Bangladesh
High Commission to have her
repatriated and is currently wait-
ing for authorities to process her
request.

When contacted, an official
at the Bangladesh Deputy High
Commission in Mumbai con-
firmed that they had forwarded
the relevant documents to
Bangladesh. “We are waiting for

their repatriation order.”
According to her doctor, an
associate psychiatrist at the
Shraddha Rehabilitation
Foundation, the 22-year-old
went through a divorce in
Bangladesh and was being
treated for postpartum psychosis
but eventually stopped taking
her medicines and wandered off.
“Sensing a false threat to her
life, she must have run away
from her home,” the doctor said.
The woman has only vague
recollections of her time in India.
From what doctors and support
staff at the centre could gather
from herinconsistent narrations
— which doctors put down to
post-traumatic stress disorder —
during her three years in India,
she travelled from West Bengal
to Delhi and eventually came to

The 22-year-old wants to put her past behind and return
home to her five-year-old daughter. Express

Maharashtra.
What she recalls distinctly,
however, was the man who
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promised to help her cross the
border and seek the medical as-
sistance she needed. “When we

were crossing the border, all of
us hid under a fence. We would
Cross over one by one as soon as
an armed guard went to the
otherside,” she said of that time.

She wasallegedly first taken to
West Bengal, where she was kept
confined in a room with other
women and brutally assaulted.
“Wahan par vo aadmimujhe joote
se maarta tha (the man would
brutally assault me with his
shoes),” she said in fluent Hindi,
breaking down at the memory.

She was allegedly forced into
prostitution, first in Kolkata and
then in Delhi, but eventually es-
caped to a relative’s house in
Pune, where too, she claims, she
was sexually assaulted.

For a few months after she
was brought to the Karjat reha-
bilitation centre, she would have

nightmares and anxiety attacks,
waking up in a cold sweat at
night, her caregivers said. She
also had trust issues.

“These are classic symptoms
of the trauma inflicted on her. We
do not have any substantial evi-
dence to confirm her claims but
we chose not to dig further into
her pastas we feared that it could
lead to a relapse and affect her
mental health,” the doctor said.

Although her memories of
crossing over to India are vivid,
her memories of her life in
Bangladesh remain hazy, she told
her caregivers that her house was
close to two landmarks —
Ichamati College and Ichamati
river, both in Bangladesh’s
Jessore, a district that shares its
borders with India and is a
hotbed for human trafficking.

The foundation then con-
tacted an NGO, Rights Jessore,
and through this network, were
able to contact her family.

When contacted, her father,
whodrives a cycle rickshaw, said
he was happy to know his daugh-
ter had been found. “Around a
year ago, a policeman had come
to our house and inquired
whether my daughter stayed
here.l had then submitted all the
documents to the home ministry
inBangladesh.Ihope they speed
up the process and I get to see my
daughter soon,” he said.

The 22-year-old is now ea-
gerly awaiting her return to
Bangladesh. But asked what she
would miss most in India, she
gets emotional. “I will miss the
hills and the lake I used to visit
here,” she said.
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WESTERN RAILWAY - BHAVNAGAR DIVISION

ENGINEERING WORKS
E-Tender Mo : TE2024-25 Name of Work ¢
Bhavnagar Division! Providing Track
mounted automalic Gauge face Lubricators
Tender Value (Rs.) : 36,7467 456.00 EMD
Rs : ¥4 87 300.00 Bidding Start Date ;
15072024 Date of Bidding Closing .
30/0T/2024 NIT Dated: 08/07/2024 has
been uploaded on Rallway website
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E-Procurement Tender Notice No.- JHS/DY CMM/2024/19 Date : 11.07.2024

E-Procuremeant Tendar Notice

O behalf ol the Prasident of india, The Dy, Chief Material Manager, Ganeral Stora
Depot, Jhansi are invite the following E-Procurement iender

SN Tender no, Oty | Tender Opening date EMD

1 51245323 18 Noa 31.07.2024 Rs. 54590/-

Description : Cast Steel Side Frame (With 'K' Clasa Mamow Pedestal Jaw] for
LWLHZ25 Bogie as per Drawing Mo, WD-15021-5/03 alt 05 or latest specn

Note : 1, The complete information of ghove E-Procurement Tendsr ars
avaiable on IREPS website e hitp:'wew. reps.gov.in 2. Bids other than in the
form of E-Bids shall nol be atcepled against abowve Tenders for this purposa
venders are required to get themselves registered with IREPS website along
wilh class llhdigital signalure certificate issued by CCOAunder [T Act-2000, 3, Rules
entarad inte fFnancial rale page and duly singed digitally signature shall
cnly be considered rates and any other financlal entry in any cther formfietter
aad |f atlached by vender shall ba oniginal slraight way ignore and  shall
ot be considered 1216/24 (D

[§] Morth cesral railways &8 wwancrindianrailways gowin J'. Enorthcendralraitway [%] @ CPRONCR

'] NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY €21+
No.- E T.0JC.N.B /2024-25/16 Date 11.07 2024

On bahalf of the President of india, The Sanior Materials Manager, ET.D.J
Kanpurimdilas tha following e-procurameant lemder

E-Procurament Tender Motica

g-foTiaer GITsTa0] Belell
FNETER Sl & WUE HAEd B TAD-1640/2. 0. -
24218 f&AT® 12.07.2024 & 3T FEHR TRATST 3 F=id
FUE 3R], B1RE vd AR A fafv Fior st g sl
CTHIEN [HaaT ATHET @I T4 § o wow ga1 @ 9
ds @z www.etender.up.nic.in v www.upavp.in o3
&l = Hdl €| It Mides o ey wiaw g T
oA 3 dEERe TR B 39eE el st sfie,
30570 31Tary v e ulReg Fmfor @vs smsa-02|

Eupp--,.-. Installation and Commissioning of current module
with vollage probe with camying case Make/Model Hioki 9665 (Oty- 4 Nos
or slimilar As parAnnaxure=1 attached
Tendor Nn .ﬂnr Twrclar l'_'lpunmg Dt | EMD
SET24517T3 01 Sal 01,08, 24 | il
MNote: 1. Tha « oemplmte i |r"||-.|.|||:-r| o .|.|:|-..|'.-|l E -Frou .||'r|:'|ll|:! Tendar are
pvallabie on IREPS wabsile |8 hitps:heww. ireps.gov.in. 2. Bids othar than
in the foarm of E-Bids shall nol ba accopled agains! abowve Teandar, For this

purposa. Vendors are reguired o gel themselvas registered with IREFS
wabsile along with class Il Digital signature cerificate isswed by CCA under
T Act-2000. 3. Rates entared inlo Financial Rale pags and duly signed
digitaily signature shall only be considered. Retes and any other financial
entity in any other form/latter head il atached by vendor shall be onginal
siralght away ignored and shall not be considared
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Office Of Executive Officer Municipal Council, Chaibasa

Amla Tola , Sadar Bazar Chaibasa W Singhbhum-833201
E-mail- nagarpalika-chaibasa@jharkhandmail.gov.in
| npchaibasa@gmail.com| |Phone No:-06582357025
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NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TEMDER HNOTICE

DRMElecincal, Morh Westam Rafway,
Jodhpur far & on behall of the president of

HEET TR UdAeh W, St

TR e Aot = wHeren & gR1 fafi=t YR o @ o R ferd ST gq st fAfaer frergar st o

T HUIT (Heh, IITET)

faferer g
e, feAie 12/7/2024

India, viles E-lender (or e lolowing &
work, Complete details of tenders can '
be seen on websita Mo.: hitp:df

wpnw ireps.gov.in, Date & time of closing 1.
of e-tender : 0508 2024 up o 1500 hrs
Date & fime of 'ﬂpnr‘-h‘lg of
g-tender ; Alter 15.00 hrs. on 0508 2024
Tender WNo.: GSUELECT. G-03
HMame of Work: Electrical work in ofw

STt 1
faferar . | & e g | edex | fafaar we W
AT afor LAl ) ety
2024_UAD_357230_1 [HIRING OF VEHICLES J.C.B. MACHINE (3 D.X. OR 76 | 15318000~ | 76590~ | 12500~ | sioeshargar

H.P.), DUMPER (8-10 METER CAPACITY) OR
EQUALANT VEHICLES, TRUCK 407 OR EQUALANT
VEHICLES, E-RICKSHAW AND TATA MAGIC FOR
MUNICIPAL CORPORATION BHOPAL

facilties required for reduchon in cycle
time of POH of coaches In Garrlage
Wiorksivop Jodhour, Approx. Cost of tha

Work (Rs.): Rs. 1383088532 For
detailad information wisit
hitp:ihweanw ireps.gov.in, BO3-PMI24 1 ST el € |

.3, 173/024/024

Felioay o on ﬂ EZDIFJI'FFHI-#T.-DH'.\'lillw-l'f:-

BID SUBMISSION END DATE- 09/08/2024 TIME-05:30 PM
BID OPENING DATE- 12/08/2024 TIME-12:00 PM

fafar & Weft s forqa SHePRY 9e@ge mptenders.gov.in W TE T ki wRel (HepfTehat) & ey 9w

T/~
BRIEAD
RicEniicell
R e

WESTERN RAILWAY - VADODARA DIVISION

TRANSFORMER AND CABLING ACTIVITY
Tender Mo : ELITRDITender/24-25/06) | .

Tenders for and on behalf of The Presidant
of India are irmafed by Dwvisional Fasway

INVITATION OF TENDER FOR REGTL SHOPS AT ARMY HOSPITAL (R&R) ON CLOSED BID SYSTEM

I. Atender closed bid is invited from eligible person for allotment of following regfl shops for welfare of patients, troops
and their families at Army Hospital (R&R), Delhi Canii-10, initially for efeven months and extendable fora penod of
maximum five vears subject to revision of license fee as per the pollcy invogue:-

NOTICE

Manager (Electrical Tr D) Westarn Raitway,

; Ser No Name of Regtl Shop Loc Basic Price
following works. Tendar No @ ELTRDY
Tender/24-25/06 Name of Work : Provision| | (8) | Fresh Juice & Fresh Fruit Shop | Opp PMR 10,000.00 per month
of 25 KA Auxiliary Transformer and cabling Near Acute Med Ward
activity in Surat - Vadodara section of () [Oercalanop (First Floor) srumeied iollioalal

Vadodara Division Approximate cost of] |2
the work (In Rs,) : 63,77, %91/- Bid
securlty (In Rs.) : ¥1,39.600~ Cost of| | (3] W
Tender documents and completion| | (P} Disablesoldier
period . Completion -period 12 months (], Besabvicemen
Tender scheduled on ; Tender closing dale
09/08:2024 and time of closing at 15-00hrs.| | 3
on the same date Web page particulars

and notice for location where complete
detalls can be seen & address of the
office and clarification : Divisional Radway
Manager (Electrical Tr.0) Western Railway,
Pratapnagas, Vadodara - 330004 Web site
[ wWwwiireps. gov.in 127

Like us on: [ facebook.comWesternRly

ciozed bid system -

Mote:-

Pricrity of allotment will be given tothe following category of eligible applicants in the order as mentloned through-a

War Widows\Widows of defence personnel Killed while on diaty.

(d) Spouse ! Widowol Ex-Servicemen

Mote: Subletting will not be allowed

3. Application form can be oblained from Regimental Shap Office (Main Office) Army Hospital (R&R) from 1000hre o

1300hrs within 07 daysof publication of this notice in newspaper

4. Elgibfe voluntaaers may submil their application alongwith self atlested copy of discharge baok/documents/PPO
within 15 days of publication of the adverdizsement addressed o "The Commandant, Army HospHal (R&R) Delhi
Canti-110010" in a sealed envelope & deposit in Tender Box (Main Office). The Board of Officer will carmyout the
allotrmient and inhmaticn itar will e goeen o ha allolles accordimgly

{a] Theapplicant whao is already in possassion of Regll shop in any lecation or had licensce within three years cooling
offf break period are not eligible to apply.
(b] Dpenenwelope/withoutenvelope and overwriting bid will not be accepied

Brig I'C Adm & Cdr Tps
Army Hospital (R&R) for Comdt

)] WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY

ADVERTISED E-TENDERING
Tender Notice No, BPLNWKS2024-
25-024 Date: 11.07.2024
Deputy Chief Signal & Telecom|
Engineer (Construction) West]
Central Railway/Bhopal acting for &
On behalf of The President of India
invites open e- lenders. Tender No.:|
BPL/N/WKS/2024-25-02A )
Description of work: Provision of]

‘TRAIN HANDLING PLAN’ FOR TRAFFIC BLOCK

ON DELHI-AMBALA SECTION

In order to upgrade the existing infrastructure and enhanced the safety standards,
Northern Railway will launch girders of new Foot Over Bridge at Mohri station
on Delhi-Ambala section. To execute this work, Railways will take a suitable
traffic block of duration of 3 hrs. (from 03:10 hrs. to 06.10 hrs.) on 19.07.2024.
During this period following trains will temporarily be affected as under:-

CANCELLATION OF TRAINS
Digital Axle Counter Multi Saction Train No. & Train Name

type at Damoh Station of JBP)
Division under KTE-BIN 3rd lina

waork., Approximate Cost of

. Date(s) from Originating Station |
104139 Kurukshetra Jn-Ambala Jn. MEMU Special 18.07.2024 I
‘iﬂd 140 Ambala Jn-Kurukshetra Jn. MEMLU Special 19.07.2024

Tender (Rs.): 30826320.00 |
Earnest Money(Rs.): 304100.00,
Cost of Tender Form (Rs.): 0.00, |1
Completion Period: (D8) months
{Including Monsoon & Harvesi

DIVERSION OF TRAINS

penod) from the date of issue of|

LOA,, Date & Time of Opening: 05-
08-2024 -at 1500 Hrs. The tender;

Train No. & Train Name Divertad Routa _[?““‘.5’ :
{from originating station)
ET'1EI-DE Hoshiarpur-Agra Cantt. Express Ludhiana Jn.-Dhuri- 18.07.2024
12446 Shri Mata Vaishino Davi Katra-New Delhi Exp. | Jakhal Jn.-New Delhi 18.07.2024

document all with all information can|
be viewed at Eailway website|
hittps//www. ireps.gov.in. The
tenderer/biddars must have Class-11l|

minutes late) on 18.07.2024

RESCHEDULING OF TRAINS

Train No. 12426 Jammu Tawi-New Delhi Express will depart from Jammu Tawi at 23:55 hrs. (150

Digital Signature Cerfificate & must
be ragister on IREFS portal. Only|
registared tendarer/bidders can|
participate on e-Tendearing. All

REGULATION OF TRAINS

Train Mo. & Train Mame

Date(s) (from

Regulation period originating station)

relevant paper must be uploaded al

04076 Shn Mata Vaishno Devi Kalra-New Delhi Exp Spl.

35 minutes inAmbala Division 18.07.2024

the time of participating In e-

(18411 Sabarmati-Daulatpur Chowk Express

| 20 minutes at Dhola Mazra 18.07.2024

Tendering. Information regarding
Minimum eligibility criteria MEC (a) &
{b) and Bid Capacity can be viewad|
at website hitpfwwelireps.gov.in, |
any, to this publication would|
appears only on the above
mentioned website and will not be|
publishied elsewhare. |
Deputy Chief Sigral & Telacom Engg., WCR, Bhopal
ﬂf{ﬁ?}"""} T AN HAEE
gt 1 B LR D O

T

Please join
us on

te] £ X

Note: Special train or late running train, if any, will be regulated accordingly. _
For any kind of information such as detailed Time-Table and stations enroute etc., passegers are requested to
contact RailMadad Helpline No. 139 or visit Indian Railways website hitps:lenquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.

7.«"-'
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SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

| ‘.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Your Convenience - Our Concern
Vist us at - www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in

214412024

T E-AUCTION NOTICE

Al pahotsay

&r. Divisional Commercial Manager/PS, Norhern Railway, Daelhi
Division invites bids through e-Auction through IREPS (https:/f
ireps.gov.in) for tha allotment of under mantion contracts at following
Railway stations/locations:

iEaEatalngun Date & Tima
|No. of bidding

Parking- 29.07 2024
13-2024 at 11:00 hrs.

Railway Stations/Locations/Lots

Mear Pragati Maidan Railway Station
(10000 Sq. Mtrs), Mearut Canlt,
(Kankankhera), Maya Ghaziabad,
Ghaziabad lind Entry Bhoor Side
(243046 Sqg.Mirs. for one year),
Ghaziabad (City Side) (2534.80
Sq.Mirs.), Delhi Sarai Rohilla (Car), Delhi
(PF-18) (B-T-T), Shakurbasti, Mew Delhi
(AGS Side) (TW Parking ), Karnal {641.62
S3q..Mirs. ), Kurukshetra 1st Entry, Patel
Magar= Tolal 12 Sites

30,07.2024

il’—"arklng-
at 11:00 hrs.

1 14-2024

Dethi 2nd Entry KGS Side (TW Parking),
Sahibabad, Budhlada, Bareta,
Kurukshetra 2nd Entry, Kurukshetra
Site 2, Panipat. 1st Entry, Sahabad
Markanda, Muradnagar, Sampla (Main
Entry), Sampla (2nd Entry), Khatauli =
Total 12 Sites.

Website particulars where complete
ilﬂ-E!tEliIE of E-Auction can be seen

|All contractors who intend to participate in the e-auctions
i:nnductad through E-Auction Leasing module of IREPS should
Efu]ﬁ! following mandatory requirements before they can submit
itheirhids‘.-

|- Registration on IREFS for E-Auction Leasing module-Active
| IREPS User Account for E-Auction Leasing Modula

i - Paymentof One Time Registration Fee
!

https:/fireps.gov.in/

Current Account in State Bank of India

|- Integration of SBl Bank Account with IREPS Account

|- Lien Marking of Funds

i - Lpdation of Turnover Details

| Conftractors who do not have IREPS account for any module of
IREPS can submit their online requeast for registration by clicking on
Mew Vandors/Contractors (E-Tender ( E-Auction Leasing) link on

I

IREPS Home page.
| Bai . Divisional Railway Manager's Office,
! iﬂg:ty;;mmmy Commercial Branch, State Entry Road,
e s New Delhi-110055
| any query E-Mail: pkg.delhidivision@gmail.com
i Tel.:011-23743084

Mo, 23ACARNE-Auction/2022 Dated: 12.07 2024 212972024

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
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IMPORTANT NOTICE

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR

KANWAR MELA -2024
(FROM 22.07.2024 T0 19.08.2024]

Forthe convenience of Kanwariyas during Kanwar
Mela-2024, Northern Railway has decided to
extend the nominated train services up to Haridwar,
run of Kanwar Special Trains and to provide
temporary stoppages to some of existing services.
The details are as under:

Extension of Train No. 04465/04466
Delhi- Shamli- Delhi DEMU upto Haridwar

Train No. 04372/04371 Yoy Nagari Rishikesh - Lucknow -

Yoo Nagari Rishikesh Mela Special Train

Train No. 04372 l STATIONS I Train No. 04311
ARR. | DEP. ARR. | DEP

| — | 20:35 Yog Nagari Rishikesh 23:00 | -
11:15 - Lucknow = 11:45

| Date of run :-04372 Ex. Yog Nagan Rishikesh and 04371 Ex. Lucknow
| from 06.08.2024 to 19.08.2024.

Accommodation : General.

_Etnppages v Hawala, Motichur, Haridwar, Jwalapur, Laksar, Balawali,
Muazzampur Marain, Majibabad, Moradabad, Rampur, Bareilly &
Shahjahanpur Stations.

Train No. 04370/04369 Yoy Napari Rishikesh - Bareilly -

Yoo Nagari Rishikesh Mela Special Train

Train No. 04370 Train No. 04369
Train No. 04465 STATIONS Train No. D4466 STATIONS
ARR. | DEP. ARR. | DEP. ARR. | DEP. ARR. | DEP.
- 20:00 Delhi 09:25 - - 20:35 Yog Nagari Rishikesh 23:00 =
22:50 | 22:55 Shamili 06:25 | 06:30 05:15 - Bareilly 15:50
23:20 | 23:.22 Thana Bhawan 05:25 | 05:27 | | Date of run :- 04370 Ex. Yog Nagari Rishikesh and 04369 Ex. Bareilly
23:44 | 23.46 Rampur Maniharan D50 |-Goio8 | TP 298 SH GG b6 224,
00:15 | 0017 Tapri 04:46 | 04-48 (Accommodation : General.
" : gy . Stoppages . Raiwala, Motichur, Haridwar, Jwalapur, Lakzar, Balawali,
00:56 | 00:58 Roork 0417 | 0419
Crcebilinde Muazzampur Narain, Majibabad, Moradabad & Rampur Stations.
01:38 | 01:40 Jwalapur 03:15 _EI3:1 T
01:55 | - Haridwar - | 03:05 TEMPORARY STOPPAGES DF TRAINS
Date of run :- 04465 Ex. Dalhi from 21.07 2024 to 03 08.2024 and 04466 FROM 22.01.2024 70 03.08.2024
Ex. Haridwarfrom 22.07 2024 to 04.08 2024, Temporary|  Timings
e Train No. & Name Frequenc P
Accommaodation : Genaral. quency Stoppages | Am. | Dep.
Train No. 04403 Train Mo. 04404 Raiwala 11:14 | 11:16 |
STATIONS _
ARR. | DEP. ARR. DEF. 14114 Dahrad Raiwala J4:15 | 14:17
. ehradun- : : =
= | 1825 ___ Delhi | 0845 | - ||| subedarganj Express Daily Motichur | 14:34 | 14:36
20:50 | 21:10 Saharanpur 03:40 | 04:20 Jwalapur 15:15 | 15:17
21:48 | 21:50 Roorkee 02:53 | 02:55 14309 Ujjain-Dehradun Bi- Jwalapur 15:53 | 15:55
22:25 | 2227 Jwalapur 02:10 | 02:12 Express Weekly Motichur 17:00 | 17:02
22:50 - Haridwar - 02:00 Ralwala 17:35 | 17:37
Date of run :- 04403 Ex. Delhi from 22.07 2024 t0 03.08.2024 and 04404 || 14310 Dehradun - Ujjain Bi- Raiwala | 07:08 | 0710
Ex. Haridwar from 23,07 2024 to 04.08.2024 Express Weekly | Motichur | 0724 | D728
__ﬁl;'ﬂﬂmmﬁﬂélﬂﬂl‘l :Ganeral Jwalapur 07:52 | 07:54
Run of Mela Special Trains as per 14317 Indore-Dehradun Bi- ol el e i
Time-Tahle given below : Express Weekly | Molichur | 17:00 | 17:02 |
- Raiwala 17:35| 17:37 !
Train No. 04322/ ﬂ#:ﬂ Moradabad - Laksar - Moradabad e oo N mavvas | o708 0710
a ial Trai ehradun-indore i- Y :
: ela Special Train : Exeoss Weakly | Motichur | 07:24 | 07:26
Train No. 04322 STATIONS Train No. 04321 Jwalapur | 07:52 | 07:54
Jwalapur 15:53 | 15:55
| ARR. | DEP. B ARR. | DEP. || 19565 Okha-Dehradun Weekly = : _
'D-I'r _.I 5 _ La hﬁa!‘ _ !2_{“} EKFII'ERS MD‘FE-E-I Lir 1 T-':l':} 1 T-DE
Ralwala 1735 | 1737
— | %10 voradaper 2 |~ oces Deradun-kha malwsla L B7.08 |61
Drate of run:- 04322 Ex. Moradabad and 04321 Ex. Laksar from 22.07.224 Express Weakly Motichur 07:24 | O7:26
1o 19.08.2024. Jwalapur av:52 | 0754
Accommodation : General 22659 Kochuveli - Yog Jwalapur | 12:08 [ 12:10
d 1. - ! F_ror N r -t a & . - .
$t?ppages Balawali, Muazzampur Narain, Majibabad, Nagina, r':tagar- Rishikesh Weeakly T 1245 | 1247
Dhampur, Sechara & Kanth Stations Superfast Express
. = s Faiwala 13:00 | 13:02
Haridwar Mela Special Train gﬂgaf; R';&E*E sh Weekly | Motichur | 0724 | 0726
y . uperfast Express
Train No. 04324 STATIONS Train No. 04323 Jwalapur | 07:52 | O7:54
ARR. | DEP, ARR. | DEP. 14610 Shri Mata Maishno Jwalapur | 06:48 | 05:50
R e 0az5 | = ||| Devi Katra- Yog Nagari Danly e
' - cbbdeind : Rishikesh Hemkund Exp. Motichur | 07:20 | 07:22
20060 - Delhi - |[22:00 t%?ﬂ'gh-‘:rﬂg Tjﬂg?-.ﬁ Rishikesh Dl PPN [ F—
. 7 " - Shri Mata Vaishno aily : :
Date of run ;- 04324 Ex. Haridwar and 04323 Ex; Delhi from 28.07 2024 Divi Katra Hemkuind Exp

to02.08. 2024,
Accommuodation : General

Stoppages : Jwalapur, Roorkee, Saharanpur, Muzaffarmagar, Meerut
City & Ghaziabad Stations.

Train No. 04330/04329 Yog Napari Rishikesh -
Delhi - You Nagari Rishikesh Mela Special Train

Train No. 04330 Train No. 04329
ARR. | DEP. l STATIONS I ARR. DEP.
- 20035 Yog Nagan Rishikesh 11:00 -
0415 | - " Delhi 04:45 |

Date of run:- 04330 Ex. Yog Nagari Rishikesh and 04329 Ex. Delhi
from 29.07 202410 02 082024,

Accommodation : General.
Stoppages Ralwala, Motichur, Haridwar,
Saharanpur, Shamli & Dethi Shahdara Stations

Jwalapur, Roorkea,

TEMPORARY STOPPAGE OF TRAINS

FROM 22.07.2024 70 19.08.2024

04303 Barailly-Delhi Special Exp.| Daily Kankather | 2336 ES.‘EBI

02:42 |

04304 Delhi-Bareily Special Exp.| Daily Kankather | 02:40

For detailed information, please call RailMadad Helpline
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I Nitin S/o Rajveer Singh residing at
970/25 Basant vihar Bahadurgarh
jhajjar 124507, have changed my
name to Nitin Rathee for all future
purposes. 0050245990-1

Itis for general information that
I, ANITASHARMA W/o LALIT
SHARMA R/o House No. 152,
GaliNo.-9A, Village-Nithari,
Sector-31, Noida, Distt.-
Gautam Budh Nagar, UP-201301
declare that name of mine has
been wrongly written as ANITA
in my minor daughter MAHIMA
SHARMA, aged 14 Years in her
school records. The actual
name of mine is ANITA
SHARMA respectively, which
may be amended accordingly.

0070912722-1

l,ved parkash,S/0 Risal
singh,R/0O H.N0.967 pana
Paposian Narela,Delhi-
110040,declare that name of
my son Has been wrongly-
written as Harsh vardan
rangnathan in my service-
records the actual-name of my
sonis Noratan parsad.

0040738384-5

I,hitherto known as PRIYAMVAD
YADAV,S/0 Vikhyat Kumar
Yadav,R/0-4/3,Block-4, Kalkaji
Extension,Behind Pracheen
Bhairav
Mandir,Kalkaji,vTC:Kalkaji,PO:
Kalkaji,Sub
District:Kalkaji,District:South
Delhi,State: Delhi-110019,have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
PRIYAMVAD. 0040738382-8

l,Yogesh Kumar SharmaS/o N.C.
SharmaR/o B-335, Single
Storey, Brij Vihar, Ghaziabad,
U.P.-201011, have changed my
name to Yogesh Sharma.

0040738364-3

l,Wasjid Ali Khan,S/o
Mohammad Ali Khan
R/0,H.No.151,Tantan-Upper
Kote, Bulandshahr,U.P.-
203001,have changed my name
to Wajid Ali khan. 0040738379-3

I,VANSH AGGARWAL,S/O-HARI
OM AGGARWAL,R/O-
32,SECOND-FLOOR,72 NEAR
CLUB-ROAD,WEST PUNJABI-
BAGH, DELHI-110026,have
changed my name to VANSH
AGARWAL 0040738370-1

ILVAISHNAVI SINHA,D/0 Sh
Sanjay Sinha R/0 SESNA,DIVYA
SHREE, ELANSARJPAUR ROAD
SARJAPUR,BANGLORE-
562125,also at J-1108 Prateek
laurel sector-120,Noida
Gautambudha
nagar,UP,declare that SINHA
VAISHNAVISANJAY and
VAISHNAVISINHA are same
person and both names are
mine. 0040738388-1

I, TABASSUM MIRZA,W/0O-RAHIS
MIRZA,R/O - PLOT NUMBER-
31,KAVITA-COLONY,
NANGLOI,DELHI-110041,have
changed my name to TABSSUM
MIRZA. 0040738382-5

I,Sourabh Gupta,S/o Siri Chand
Gupta,R/0 H.N0.53/18,
opp.Housing Board Colony,
Jharsa Road
Gurgaon(Haryana),have
changed my name to Sorabh
Gupta,forall Purposes.

0040738379-9

I,Sharvan Devi,W/0-Ganga
Ram,R/0-H.N0.302,Bagri
Mohalla,Bankner, Narela,Delhi-
110040,that in my Bank of
Baroda,account no-
30320100005722 my name,&
DOB is mentioned,as Sarvan
Devi Bunker (DOB-
05.01.1969).The correct name,&
DOB of mine,is Sharvan Devi
(DOB-01.07.1967)

0040738370-3

I,LSHASHANK,S/0 YOGESH
KUMAR MITTAL R/0.FLAT.No.-
93,SANSAD VIHAR,WEST
ENCLAVE PITAM PURA,DELHI-
110034,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SHASHANK
MITTAL,for all Purposes.

0040738382-4

I,SHANTI SWARUP S/0-KUNDAN
LAL,R/O - H.NO.65, POCKET-
4,SECTOR -24,ROHINI, DELHI-
110085,have changed my name
to SHANTISWARUP
AGGARWAL. 0040738382-7

I,SARUR CHAUDHARY,S/0-Surjit
Kumar Chaudhary,R/0-
H2/30,DLF Phase-1,Gurgaon-
122002,Haryana,have changed
my name to SARUR (name)
CHAUDHARY (surname),for all
future purposes. 0040738382-3

I,SAMEER IMRAN,S/0O
MOHAMMAD NAFIS R/O-
2899,GALI SAKKON WALI
MOHALLA SHAH
GANJ.G.B.ROAD,DELHI-
110006,Have Changed My
Name To MOHAMMAD IMRAN
permanently. 0040738379-2

I,SALIM AHMAD,S/O ALAUDDIN,
R/0.448, MASURI DISTRICT
GHAZIABAD,UTTAR PRADESH-
201015,have changed my name
to SALIM AHMED,for all,future
purposes. 0040738379-10

I,Ravi Shankar S/o Suresh
chand, R/0-IMP0031203, 12th-
Floor, Tower-3,Imperial court
Jaypee wishtown, Sector-128
Noida,Gautam Budh Nagar-UP,

0040738259-1

I,Rahul Dev,S/0 Ramesh
Chand,R/o B-1, First-Floor,Plot-
95,Shree Om-Apartment, Sec-
5,Rajendra Nagar,Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad,have changed my
son’s name,from Shivanshto
Shivansh Chauhan.

0040738379-4

I Banwari Lal R/o A-347/348
Mangla puri phase-2 Palam
colony Street No -6 New Delhi-
110045, Old Name Pankaj New
Name Pankaj Mahawar.

0070912639-1

I,RUPINDER KAUR D/0
Sukhvinder Singh R/o0 Wz-96
B/A top floor Gali No-34
Santgarh p o Tilak nagar New
Delhi-110018 Declare that
name of my father has been
wrongly written as Sukhwinder
Singh in my Delhi University
educational Documents
Rollno-9257901.Enrolment no-
SOL(N)/BCOM/17437/2014.The
actual-my father nameis
Sukhvinder Singh.For all
the,future purposes.

0040738384-8

I,RAMKALI,W/0 SH.RAJ KUMAR
R/0-197, TAKIYA KALE
KHAN,MIR DARD ROAD,
CENTRAL,DELHI-110002,Inform
That RAMKALI & RAMA are one
and same person.

0040738384-3

1,QAISER JAHAN,W/O MOHD
ANIS,residing at,1677 F/F,GALI
MADARSA MIR JUMLA LAL
KUAN,DELHI-110006,have
changed my name to QAISAR
JAHAN,for all,future purposes.

0040738384-1

I,Parvinder Kumar Solanki,S/o
Laxmi Narain R/o H-692,3rd-
Floor, Palam Ext Part-1, Palam,
Sector-7,Dwarka, Delhi-10045
have changed my name to
Parvinder Kumar.

0040738379-1

I,Parmanand Aggarwal,s/o-
Kailash chand Aggarwal r/0.A-
30/2,SFS,flats,Near PVR
Cinema,Saket,Delhi-
110017,have changed my name
to Parmanand Agarwal,for all
purpose.

0040738388-8

I,Tushar Pathreja S/o Sanjay
Kumar R/o C-28, 3rd Floor,
Pandav Nagar, Delhi-110092,
have changed my nameto
Pratham Pathrella.

0040738370-6

I,PARUL DHALL,W/0O SAURABH
DHALL HO,NO.719 SECTOR-29
FARIDABAD-121008,HAVE MY
NAME CHANGE PARUL
GERA,FOR ALL PURPOSES.

0040738364-1

I,Neha Singh Chandurkar,D/o
Manoranjan Singh,W/o
Siddhartha Padmakar
Chandurkar,R/0 Block-
18,Flat.no.102, Mehrauli
Road,Heritage
City,Gurgaon(Hr.),have
changed my name to Neha
Singh. 0040738379-6

ILNABEEL S/O SHAHID
AHMAD,H.NO-133,GALI MASIJID
TEHWAR KHAN,NAYA
BANS,DELHI-110006,have
changed my name to NABEEL
AHMED,for all,future purposes.

0040738370-2

I,Munna Devi W/o Pardeep
Kumar,R/0 F-7/255,Sultan
Puri,New Delhi-110086,have
changed my name to Munna
Rani,for all Purposes.

0040738379-8

I,Mukesh Kumar alias Mukesh
Aggarwal,S/0 Laxmi Narain
Aggarwal,R/0O-House
No0.2016,First Floor,Outram
Line,Guru Teg Babadur
Nagar,Delhi-110009,have
changed my name to Mukesh
Kumar Aggarwal.

0040738370-9

I,Mohd Parvez Akhtar S/0.Miyan
Baksh, R/0.C-4/326,LNJP
COLONY, Ranjeet Singh
Marg,Darya Ganj,Delhi-
110002,have changed my name
to PARVEZ AKHTAR
permanently. 0040738388-4

I,Mohammad Mehboob S/o
Mohd Kamruddin R/O FA-360,
Mansarover Garden, New
Delhi-110015,have changed my
name to Mehboob Ali for all-
purposes. 0040738364-4

I,Manorma Devi,W/0-Saroj
Kumar,R/0-Plot No-22 Vikas
Nagar,Uttam Nagar, Delhi-
59,have changed my name to
Manorama Devi.

0040738388-3

I,Manohar Singh,S/0 Chander
Singh Rawat R/0-4/334,Trilok
Puri,Chilla,East Delhi-
110091,have changed my name
to Manohar Singh Rawat.

0040738382-9

I,MUMTAJALIS/O
BADRUDDIN,residing at C-564-
565,MEER VIHAR, MADAN PUR
DABAS,RANI KHERA,DELHI-
110081,have changed my name
to MUMTAZ ALl,for all,future
purposes. 0040738384-7

I,MOHD AMIRUDDIN,S/O
REYASAT HUSSAIN, HO,NO-H-
13/10 SANGAM-VIHAR DELHI-
110080,HAVE MY NAME
CHANGE AMIRUDDIN ANSARI
FORALL PURPOSES

0040738364-2

I, MADHVI SHARMA,W/0
Gursimar Singh Anand,R/0
H.No0.318, GF, FF Sector-28
Gurgaon(haryana)-
122002,have changed my name
Madhavi Sharma,for all
purposes. 0040738379-5

I, Navneet Kumar SharmaS/o
Anand Kumar Sharma,R/o0
1462, Block-A, Gali No.15,Nathu
Colony, Nathupura, Burari,
Delhi-110084 declare that my
name is mentioned as Navneet
and my Father’s name
mentioned as Anand Sharmain
my documents whereas my
correct nameis Navneet
Kumar Sharma and my Father’s
name is Anand Kumar Sharma.

0040738300-1

I,LKHATUN W/O MUMTAZ
ALl residing at,C-564-565,MEER
VIHAR,MADAN PUR DABAS,
RANI KHERA,DELHI-
110081,have changed my name
to KHATOON BEGAM,for
all,future purposes

0040738384-6

I BanwariLal R/o A-347/348
Mangla puri phase-2 Palam
colony Street No -6 New Delhi-
110045,0ld Name Bhawna New
Name Bhawna Mahawar.

0070912638-1

I,Krishna Mal W/o Late Sh.
Kanaksovan Mal(Allottee),
have lost original Demand-
cum-Allotment
letter,Possession-Letter,Water
& Electricity N.O.C.,Bank
Challan Receipts,Site
Possession Slip,Provisional
demand letterissued-by DDA.
File no-116(289)87/SFS/TP of
Flat-no.126-C,Second
Floor,Pocket-B,Mayur Vihar
Phase-2,Delhi-110091. An FIR
has beenregistered vide LR-
no.1922507/2024 dated-
11/07/2024.Finder may please
Contact-9354111322.

0040738370-11

I,PRAVEEN KUMAR RANA,S/0
BALJEET SINGH,R/0,H.NO-
1182,0PP.Palam
Apartment,Bijwasan,Delhi-
110061,declare that name of
mine,my wife and my minor
son has been wrongly-written
as PRAVEEN, POONAM and
DEVYANSH in my minor son
namely DEVYANSH RANA aged-
12-years 10 monthsin his
school-record.The actual-
name of mine,my wife and my-
minor son are PRAVEEN KUMAR
RANA,POONAM RANI and

I, Divya Aggarwal D/o Rajinder
Aggarwal R/o H.No.7/27,Street
No.2, Model Town,
Bahadurgarh,Distt. Jhajjar
Haryana declare that the name
of my father has been
mentioned in my documents as
Rajinder Aggarwal whereasin
his documents his name s
mentioned as Rajinder Kumar.
That Rajinder Kumar and
Rajinder Aggarwal are one and
same person. 0040738294-1

I, Deeksha W/o0 Antesh Gupta
R/0 611, Felecita, Mahagun
Maple, Sector-50, Noida, UP-
201301 have changed my name
to Deeksha Gupta for all future
purposes. 0070912676-1

I, Chandan Deep Singh s/o
Jasvinder Singh, R/0 F-103A,
Sudershan Park, New Delhi-
110015, have changed my
minor daughter’s name from
Mannat to Mannat Kaur
(DOB:29-11-2011).

0040738307-1

IUmesh Chaudhry,S/0-Budh
Ram Chaudhary,R/0-C-281,
Prashant Vihar,Sector-14,
Rohini, Delhi-110085 have
changed my name to Umesh

DEVYANSH RANA. Chaudhary for all purposes.
0040738388-7 0040738292-1
,LJASWINER KAUR,W/O I Laxmi Devi W/o Sh. Ramesh

RAJWANT SINGHR/O BAMNOLI
LATIFPUR POLICE STATION
HASTINAPUR
MEERUT(UP)250404,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
JASWINDER KAUR

0040738388-9

I, JANKI DEVI W/O-OMPARKASH
AHUJA R/O,A-46, F.F,RISHI
NAGAR,RANI BAGH, DELHI-
110034,have changed my name
to JANKI DEVI AHUJA.

0040738382-6

I,Habib Ur Rehman
S/0,Mehboob Ali R/0,FA-360,
Mansarover-Garden,New
Delhi-110015,that my mother’s
name is wrongly-written as
PARVIN in my 10th-Class
Certificate of CBSE-Board. But
my-mothers’s actual-nameis
Parveen Begum. 0040738364-5

ILHARISH MALHOTRA S/O RAM
NATH MALHOTRAR/OWZ-
2B,SOUTH EXTN.PART-
1,UTTAM-NAGAR,DELHI-
110059.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO HARISH CHANDER
MALHOTRA. 0040738382-1

l,Gaurav Gupta,s/o0.Adesh
Kumar Gupta,R/0,E-217,New
Ashok Nagar Delhi-110096,have
changed my name from
Gaurabh kumar to Gaurav
Gupta,For All purposes

0040738370-10

I,Firdose begum,w/0.Parvez
Akhtar,R/0.C-4/326,LNJP-
Colony Ranjeet Singh-Marg,
DaryaGanj,Delhi-110002,have
changed my name to FIRDOSH
BEGAM,permanently

0040738388-5

I,Faranaj W/O Mohd
Haroon,R/0,H No. A-
555,Gali.N0-09,Shri Ram
Colony,Rajiv Nagar, Khajuri,,
Delhi-110094.have changed my
name to FARHA
NAZ.Permanently.

0040738384-2

I,DEEPAK
MEHRA,S/0.SH.ROSHAN LAL
MEHRA,HOUSE.NO.-140,UDAY
PARK, ANDREWSGANJ,SOUTH
DELHI,DELHI-110049,have
changed my name from
DEEPAK Kumar MEHRA to
DEEPAK MEHRA,for all,future
purposes. 0040738384-4

I,CHETAN KUMAR SHAH,S/0O-
SUBHASH CHAND SHAH,R/O-
H.NO-CR-246,2 AND 3-
FLOOR,GALI.NO-6,LALITA
PARK,LAXMI NAGAR,DELHI
110092,NEAR LUXMI
SWEET,INFORM THAT CHETAN
KUMAR SHAH AND CHETAN
SHAH,BOTH NAMES ARE SAME
PERSON. 0040738388-6

I,Balvinder Chadha,S/0-Ratan
Singh,R/0-E-2/1,Shastri
Nagar,Gali No.1,near Metro
Station,Delhi-110052,declare
that Balvinder Chadha,and
Balvinder Singh is one,and
same,person. Correct name,is
Balvinder Chadha

0040738370-4

I,Ayushi Sharma,D/0-Sunil
Kumar Sharma,R/0-B-
1555,shastri nagar delhi-
110052,that Ayushi,and Ayushi
Sharma,are same,and
one,parson shall hereafter
be,known Ayushi Sharma.

0040738370-5

I, Aakanksha Maini D/O Sh
Chander M Maini, R/O
429,Sainik Vihar,Pitam Pura,
Delhi-110034 has been granted
the exclusive custody of my
minor daughter Saanvika,by
the competent court of Delhi.l
have now changed the
surname of my minor daughter
from Saanvika Anand to
Saanvika Maini for all future
purposes 0040738258-3

I,ARACHANA KUMARI,D/O
RAJVEER SINGH W/O SATISH
KUMAR,R/O 3025/4,2ND-
FLOOR,SANT NAGAR,RANI
BAGH,DELHI-110034.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
RACHANADEVI. 0040738388-2

I, Sonia w/o Chandan Deep
Singh, R/0 F-103A, Sudershan
Park, New Delhi-110015, have
changed my name to Jaspreet
Kaur.

0040738307-2

I, Savitri Devi Sidana W/o Des
RajSidana R/o B-202, Kedar
Apartments, Sector-9, Rohini,
Delhi have changed my name
to Savitri Sidana for all
purposes. 0040738263-1

INavin Kumar S/o Sh. Jas Ram
Kadiyan R/o0 B-4, Gali No.01,
Opp. Radha Swami Satsang,
Kashmiri Colony, Roopali
Enclave, Karala, Delhi-110081
have changed my nameto
Navin Kadiyan for all purposes.

0040738258-2

Kumar R/o0 G-450,VTC
Sultanpuri, Post: Sultanpuri, C-
Block, District North West
Delhi, New Delhi-110086 have
changed my name to Laxmi for
all purposes. 0040738258-1

Tamanna Rawat D/o Manmohan
Rawat R/o0 4B, Anubhav
Apartment,Sector 13, Rohini, Delhi-
110085, changed my name to
Tamanna Aggarwal Rawat

0130043478-1

I, PurshotamLal R/0116,
Sitaram Dhani, Mokalwas(132),
PO. Mokalwas , Gurgaon
(Haryana) -122413, have
changed my Minor Son name
from Mohit Yadav to Mohit for
all Purposes.

0040738379-7

I, KOPPULA SURENDER, S/o Sh.
KOPPULA KOMARAIAH, R/0 G-
1502, Pan Osais Society, Sector-
70,Noida, UP-201301, do hereby
solemnly affirm and declare
that my daughter’s name
KOPPULA ANSHU is wrongly
mentioned as ANUSHU K &
while my daughter true and
correctname is KOPPULA
ANSHU. The KOPPULA ANSHU,
ANUSHU K, K. ANSHU & ANSHU
KOPPULA are one the same
personvide affidavit certificate
no:IN-UP10519075551942W
dt:13.07.2024, sworn before
notaryR.B.Sharma, GB Nagar,
UP. 0040738342-1

LOST & FOUND

I, Sameena Devi W/O Murli
Manohar Sharma R/0 1185/80,
Shanti Nagar, Tri Nagar, Delhi-
110035 Have Lost My Original
Sale Dead Paper Above
property. Finder Contact -
9911574726 0070912709-1

I,Aditya Sharman S/o Sh.
Jagannath Hait, R/o prop.
No0.104, khasra No.1708,Flat
No.11.,BLK-A, 2nd Floor,Aaya
Nagar, New Delhi-110047,have
lost my 10th and 12th Class
Marksheet and cetificate any
where 10 th class Roll
N0.14602456(2014-2015) and
12th Class Roll N0.17413448
(2016-2017) Plz Contact
No0.9811117711,9625234982

0040738256-1

MATRIMONIAL

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Anil Kumar Gupla Sfo Sh
Sheesh Pal Singh, R/o 110473,
Mohan Park, Maveen Shahdara
Dealhi-110032 intends o creats a
charge viz, mortgage or
otherwise on the basis of
laminated oreginal title deeds
pertaining io progerty 1710473,
Mahan Park, Navesn Shahdara
Delhi-110032. (1) Deads of date
15-3-09 in urdu. (2) Power of
Mtomay of date 05-09-1084 and
19-06-1986 in respect of
properly no 1710473, Mohan
Park, Maveen Shahdara Delhi-
110032, | wish 1o create charge
for- avaiing-a loan/credit fagilify
from State Bank OF India, SME
Branch Code 003186, In case any
party has any claim towards ihe
said property, the same should
be lodged with the intending party
and also with the above staled
branch of State Bank of India,
SME shahdara (00316) within 13
days. from publication of this

notice Anil Kumar Gupta
b/1161/1998
Advocate (Delhi High Court)

I, Anil Kimar Gupta S/o Sh
Shessh Pal Singh, Ro 1710473,
Mohan Park, Naveen Shahdara
Delhi-110032 intands 10 create a
charge viz, maorfgage ar
otherwise on the basis of
laminated omginal e deeds
pertaining o progerty 1710473,
Mohan Park, Maveen Shahdarg
Dalhi=1 10032, (1) Desds of date
15-5-55 in wrdu. () Power of
Attarnay of date 05-09-1984 and
| 9-06-1986 In respect of
property no 110473, Mohan
Fark, Naween Shzhdara Delhi-
110032, | wash to craate charge
for avalling a loan/cradit facility
from Siate Bank OF Indiz, SME
Branch Caode DB316. In case any
party has any claim towards the
said property, the same should
ba Indged with tha intanding party
and also with the zbove staied
branch of State Bank of India,
SME shahdara (09316) within 15
days from publication of this

nolice: Anil Kumar Gupta
DATE1/ 1096
Advocate (Delhi High Court)

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is brought to the public notice that my|
client Nitu Jha W/o Pradeep Jha @ Pradeep
Kumar Jha R/o A-1/12 Second Floor, Sanjay
Enclave, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-110059
has disowned and disinherit her daughter,
namely Ms. Payal Kumari @ Payal Jha D/o
Pradeep Kumar Jha @ Pradeep Jha R/o
A-1/12 Second Floor, Sanjay Enclave, Uttam
Nagar, New Delhi-110059, from all their
property both movable and immovable and
also severed all their relations and connec-
tions with her on account of their bad
habits, insubordination towards Parents.
It is further notified that anybody dealing
with her in any matter/transactions, shall
do the same own his/her own risk, cost, &
consequences and my client shall not be
liable/ responsible for any act, commissions
or omission on their behalf.

KUNDAN LAL GUPTA (Advocate)
20/4, D. S. Prem Nagar, Janakpuri, ND-58

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large hereby informed that My
Client Sh. Kuldip Singh Sheoran S/o Sh.
Kirpa Ram Sheoran is the owner of
Freehold Flat No.521, Indian Airlines
Workers CGHS Ltd, Plot No.5,
Sector-23, Dwarka New Delhi virtue
of Conveyance Deed duly registered as
Doc No.21366 dated 21.12.2011.

Original Allotment Letter dated
31.05.1995 & Original Possession
Letter dated 30.01.2003 both issued by
Indian Airlines Workers CGHS Ltd in
favour of Sh. KS Sheoran in respect of
the captioned property is informed as
lost and lost report filed with P.S. Crime
Branch vide LR No.1927156/2024
dated 12.07.2024, and property is also

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUEBRLIC NOTICE

| This b5 4o darm o the general publc thal
miy client Sh. Pratask Rao, Sio Lake Shiv
|Kumar Yadav, Rfc 68, Jwakahan,
\Paschim Vihar, Mew DakeT10083 51
sohy,  registernd, absolule and  legal
lowner of the below menlionsd
['SCHEOULE PROPERTY' wice Sak
Cioad dated 12.06.2024 duly registared
ion- 1306, 2024 bearing regisbeation no,
R IAGEAI0 0 book no | Vgl Ko
(17800 page na, 175198 wilh
| Sub-Regeatrar Mo West, Rahinl Delhi
(Gareral public 5 hamdy  caufioned!
Inlermed ntd Brantker ke any ransactan
Hin tespect of above sad peoperty,
{emyore does =0, ha shal do il &t his nisk, |
raspanshility and liabiily

SCHEDULE PROPERTY
|4l thak pieca and parcal of built up
_Frl:-purq' ni; 186, af measweng 3169
44, mibrs. Block-00, Pockat-15, Saciod.
13, Reshinl, Delhd- 1100335

Btano Kumar Lohat {Acdvocate)
Ch. Mo 1022, Rohini Cours Complae, Dithi-BS

Miobe 521 3830000, SET 286271
|Place : e | ated : 12072024

Peatica is-haraby given on bahalf of my
clhent RAM FARKAEH RAWERI san g
labe &h, Jasa Ram residerd of 3049,
Pusshganjall Erclate, Pilamura, Delhl,
o the public at large that due ko than
unavaidable droumstances, my clenl
had daownedidebamed his san Sh
Abkshek Hawen from s eandire
mnviable el mmoegable propestios
prior to 31 51 Cecember 2007, but since
now his gon hes become feithful
bowards him & a3 eniire famdy,
thenelore, e horeby wilhdraw  hig
previous notice{s) for al infenls &
purposas and accapt him &= his soa ing
his family wily 5 legal nghts.
Deepanshu Gary [Advocats|
Enrol No r2ras2idT, RU-3TH, Pitampura,
Kirw Delii-34, Mob GTO0E1 0442

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is brought to the public notice that my|
client Pradeep Kumar Jha @ Pradeep Jha
S/o Bhola Jha R/o A-1/12 Second Floor,
Sanjay Enclave, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-
110059 has disowned & disinherit his
daughter namely Ms. Payal Kumari @ Payal
Jha D/o Pradeep Kumar Jha @ Pradeep Jha
R/o A-1/12 Second Floor, Sanjay Enclave,
Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-110059, from all
their property both movable & immovable
and also severed all their relations and
connections with her on account of their
bad habits, insubordination towards Parents.
It is further notified that anybody dealing
with her in any matter/transactions, shall
do the same own his/her own risk, cost, &
consequences and my client shall not be
liable/ responsible for any act, commissions
or omission on their behalf.

KUNDAN LAL GUPTA (Advocate)
120/4, D. S. Prem Nagar, Janakpuri, ND-58

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clamt ICICE Bank Lid,, Sector-§
Rodimi, Defi is in tha process af
advancing 3 loan to M Rajesy
Arya far purchass of Entire Ground
Floor and Secand Floor with roof
righls o1 Peaperly Nao. 125, {126
5q. Mtrs.), Block-KP, Mauvrya
Enclave, Pitampura, Dethi-110034
from Mrs. Seama Gupka wisa has
reprasented that she iz 1he
absolite owner af the said Floor
laving purchased the same vide
Gake Deed Dated 24 03,2023 [Reyg
o. 4676) from Mr. Prem Lal, Mr
Raj Kumar Lal & Mr. Sandesp
Vimcent Lall who inherited (ha
same-from hrs. Elizabeth through
har will, If anvhiody, parsan, body
torporate Bas - any righl, fien or
Cladm whatsoewar on tha said
Property, then hefshafit may
cantact the undersipned with
gacumentary proal of £laim within
10 working days Of. publcation of
this notica, atherwise it shall be
gaprmead that edthes thare are no
clalms or the same have Deen
wakvad off. No claim or objection
shall ba enter@inad thareafier and
my client shall proceed 10 advance
the lman by mortgagng the said
property.

Vishal Chopra (Advocate)
GNA & Associales

0-28, Jangpura Extension,
MNew DelRi-170074.

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
Jammu & Kashmir
14 July 2003

| "1‘ 74 Bn

| Haryana
aan . ‘.

To 14-07-2003

On 14th July 2003, troops

Shaheed )
Constable from the 74th Battalion went
Satyawan to the State Bank of India
31-12-1978 (Main Branch) in Srinagar on

government duty. The area
was known for militant
activity. Taking advantage of
the crowd, a militant fired at

the troops with a silenced pistol and escaped into the crowd. Due
to the presence of civilians, the troops couldn't return fire. A search
was launched, but the militant couldn't be apprehended. Shaheed
Constable Satyawan sustained severe injuries and later succumbed
to them during treatment. His sacrifice will not be forgotten.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
Nagaland

14 July 1971

- Shaheed

Shaheed Head Constable

Constable; Bishambar Singh 11 Bn

Dvr Rudra Punjab
Singh Head Constable Bishambar
11 Bn Singh and Shaheed Constable/Dvr

West Bengal Rudra Singh, posted with the

11th Battalion in Nagaland to

contain underground hostile elements were martyred on 14 July
1971. While en route to their duty, their vehicle was hit by an
IED explosion. The nation will forever remain indebted to

them and their families.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
Manipur
14 July 1998

Shaheed Head |

| Shaheed Head

a Constable &= 5 Constable
» Rasbihari Tiwari & = o KamalKantYadav
1-7-1970 To | 5 8-6-1952 To
14-07-1998 . o e 14-07-1998
,L 12 Bn = . 12 Bn
Bihar A Uttar Pradesh
Shaheed Shaheed
” Constable Constable
- S. Ramesh » Prahlad Saini
6-1-1961 To 30-12-1973 To
& 14-07-1998 o | 14-07-1998
12 Bn 12 Bn
e N Tamil Nadu ‘e, Rajasthan
Shaheed Shaheed
Constable ﬁ Constable
Rajashekhran " A.E. Mohandasan
17-10-1973 To & 3-5-1975 To
14-07-1998 14-07-1998
12 Bn 12 Bn
ey Tamil Nadu Karnataka
_rf.'e-'-"'-"":.j__, Shaheed g : Shaheed
| L Constable P, . Constable
3 C. D. Vijayan - . Maninder Singh
} ¢ 2-6-1962 To 7-5-1966 To
SN | 14-07-1908 A 14-07-1998
~- 12Bn 12Bn
= Kerala Punjab

The 12th Battalion of CRPF was deployed in Manipur for
counter-insurgency operations. On 14 July 1998, while en
route to ROP duties on NH-53, insurgents ambushed the
troops near Laijang, opening indiscriminate fire. The exposed
terrain offered no protection, prompting a daring frontal
attack by the CRPE Despite the difficulty of determining the
direction of fire due to the hilly region's echo, the troops
bravely retaliated with bullets and 2-inch mortars. In this
fierce counterattack, which inflicted severe losses on the militants,
eight brave CRPF troopers made the ultimate sacrifice for the
nation. The nation will forever remain indebted to them and

their families.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
Jammu & Kashmir

wlad
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I
w

®
AR

CASTENO BAR

Seeking a life partner fora
smart USA PR boy, born
October ‘86,5’8” tall, working
as anIT consultantin Boston.
Caste No Bar. Punjab-based
family. Contact: +1-781-330-
6675, +91-9417189405 (Father)
(WhatsApp Only),
kaplish@gmail.com.

0040737435-1

CHRISTIAN

For 32 year old fair and slim,
catholic girl Masters in
psychology and Bed. Teaching at
Chandigarh. Call 8146739501 .

0050245599-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be known to all that my client Kapil
Adwait S/o Late Chandrama Singh R/o Flat
No.67, Laxmi Vihar CGHS Ltd, Block-H-3, Plot
No. 24, Bodella Phase-ll, Vikas Puri,New
Delhi-110018. The Original Property
documents i.e. Share Certificate,
Possession Letter, Allotment Letter ,
General Power of Attorney(s), Agreement
to Sell and Purchase(s) and Receipts (s) of
Flat No.67, Laxmi Vihar CGHS Ltd, Block-H-3,
Plot No. 24, Bodella Phase-Il, Vikas Puri,New
Delhi-110018 has been lost . An FIR to this
effect has lodged in Police Station, Vide
NCR/LR No. 1926605/2024 dated:
12/07/2024. Any Person(s) claiming any
right, interest, having any objection or
found in possession of original documents
may write/contact with above named
person at above address within 15 days
from the date of publication of this notice.

Sd/- B.B.N. DEO, Advocate

S.R.lInd,B Coumpus, Janak Puri,ND-58

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

under sale & subject to Mortgage with
SBI RACPC NSP New Delhi

It is hereby notified that any person or
entity, firm/ company, Bank, financial
institution having claim any charge,
interest or lien or claim on the basis of
documents mentioned above or
otherwise and/or objection thereof,
he/she/they may lodge/notify the same
to the undersigned with documentary
proof within 15 days from the day of
publication, failing which the title shall
be deemed to be clear and marketable
without any defect, encumbrance, flaw
and impediment.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to public at large that my
client SH. SURINDER SRIVASTAVA S/0 SH. S
B L SRIVASTAVA R/0 E-38, UTTAM NAGAR,
NEW DELHI-110059, is the owner of DDA
BUILT-UP JANTA FLAT NO. JG-3/173-C, ON
SECOND FLOOR SITUATED AT VIKAS PURI,
NEW DELHI-110018. Original Allotment Letter,
Original Site possession, Original Demand note,
Original Possession Letter and Original GPA Set
executed by Allottee i.e. Sh. A. P. Joseph in my
client’s name on 06.12.1995 have been lost; An
FIR to this effect has been lodged vide LR No.
1927478/2024, Dated 12.07.2024.
Any person(s) claiming any right, interest,
Sd/- having any objection or found in possession
NIRMAL KUMAR of original document may write/contact with
Advocate above named person at above address/Phone
Chamber No. 599, No. 8851445534, within 15 days from the
Patiala House Court, New Delhi date to publication of this notice. The person
claiming any right, interest, objection with
respect to this property can personally inform
or write to Dy Director(CE). 3rd Floor, Vikas
Sadan INA, New Delhi.
A.K. VERMA (Adovcate)
Office: 3.19, S.R.II, District Centre Janakpuri,
New Delhi-110058

LOST & FOUND

I, Neeraj Khemka S/o Gopal Khemka,
R/o C5/16, Safdarjung Development
Area, New Delhi-110016, do hereby
declare that my mother died on
29.05.2022 was the actual owner of
property No. B-17A, Basement, Deepali
Building, 92, Nehru place, New Delhi-
110019. After the death of my mother I
am the owner of the said property
through registered Will and have got
notarized NOC/s from other surviving
Sd/- members. The Flat Buyer Agreement

RAVI CHOPRA and other property Document regarding
Advocate the said flat issued from the Builder Om

Office No. 1 First Floor, Apartment, has actually been lost and

DDA Market Pocket-A-1, not traceable till date. Finder call :-
Mayur Vihar Ph-III, Delhi-110096 9811021202

PUBLIC NOTICE

Our client states that the original Flat Buyer
agreement dared 15-06-2006 issued by the Builder
M/s Clarion Properties Ltd in favour of Mr Sanjay
Bhandari, Ajeet Raj Bhandari & Sushila Bhandari
duly endorsed in favour of Mr Atul Chugh in
respect of property bearing Flat no.1104 on 11th
Floor, Tower-D4, The Legend, Sector-57,
Gurgaon has been lost by our client while lying in
their custody. An FIR dated 12-07-2024 was filed
for loss of original sale deed.

If any person has any claim or interest over the
said property, he/she is requested to forward
his/her claim/s along with the relevant document/s
to us within 15 days of this public notice. If we do
not receive any claim from any person within
15 days, it will be strictly presumed that this
property is absolutely free from any claim or
encumbrance and no one has any claim over this
property.

STORES DEPARTMENT
E-Auction Programme August-2024
O lie auchion  sale hrough s ireps aodin for desposal of scrap Farmous,
Mon-Ferraus Scrap comprsing of Rails on ling, other P Way Scrap, M.5. Sheat,
Aples, Machines and condemned wagona/coaches will be heid as per schedula
programme given below:

-_-E;uﬂ' Ajmer Ajmer |Jodhpur | Jodhpur | BEN Depot | Jaipur
Division Depot | Division | Depot | Division | & Division | Division
August-2024 | 02.08:24 | 06.08:.24 | 07.08.24 | 05.08,24 | 0BOB 24 (130824
230824 | 280824 | 200824 | 270824 | ZB0BZ24 | 30.08:24

Mote: The amandmenis regarding the date of avction can be seen on IREPS sita
anly. No publication will be done in newspaper in future.

1. Irsclian Radlway s salling all the: sorap through e-auction, Bldders are requasted 1o
2, Bidders should obtained class-l|l digial certificate with firn's name before
registration. For payment, bidders will have to open an account with SEI
{saral’vyapar) wilh et banking Righis for deposibng eamesi money ele. For any
detail please conlact concemned offers of depot Dy, CMM's and HO office stores
depariment, Jaipur 799.PM/24

Follow us on li, EE] 'N'J'I.'I'-E.'tllu.'.'l.'_n.':'. NWHallways -

UJIJVIN LTD.
H.OC: "UJJIWALY, Mahearani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-248006

Telephones: 0135-2TEIB0E Fax 0135-2763508
CIN Mo, U40101UR2001SGCO25866 Website | wew.ijvnl.com

RO No.: 597 Date: 12-07-2024

Tender Notice
The office of Executive Engineer (Mainlenance), Maner Bhali Stage-ll.
Chinyalisaur {Uttarkashi) invites sealed tenders from interested parties. Brief
summary of tenders is given below;

Tender No: 1) NIT-03/EE (MyME-11/2024-25, 2) NIT-04/EE{M)/MB-1l/24-25, 3)
NIT-B5/EE(M)IMB-II24-25, 4) NIT-0G/EE(MyMB-I1/24-25

Name of work/Supply/Services: 1) Repairing of 110kw Vertical Type
Dewatering Pump at Dharasu Power House, MB-|| 2) Repairing of Air Release
Valve of 76 MW Turbine at Dharasu Power House 3) Repairing of Guide vane
leaver assembly at Dharasu Power House 4) Repair and Rewinding of
Drainage Pumps of Dharasu Power House

Estimated cost: Rs. 323800/ Rs2 64 600 /- Rs.9.71.520 /- Rs.7 05,550 /-
Only Respectively (Taxes exira)

Date of availability of bid document on website: - 15.07.2024

Last date for submission of tender-- 06.08.2024 up to 11:00 Hrs.

Faor fuller & further details, kindly visit our website, The tender documents can
be downloaded from the Nigam's website “www.ujvnl.com”

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (Maintenance)
“Avoid wasteful use of Electricity”

epaper.indianexpress.com N | -

14 July 1992
Shaheed The 98th Battalion of CRPF
Constable was deployed in Jammu and
Manoj Kumar Kashmir for anti-terrorist
1-12-1969 To  gperations. On 14 July 1992,
14-07-1992  150ps were stationed in
98 Bn

Srinagar to prevent militant
activity. A militant, taking
advantage of the crowd, hurled a grenade at the troops. In the
blast, Shaheed Constable Manoj Kumar sustained serious injuries
and later succumbed to them, attaining martyrdom. The nation
will forever remain indebted to him and his family.
08 OCT 2023
HAV THAKUR BAHADUR ALE MAGAR
With profound grief and sorrow, we wish to
inform you of the untimely demise of
Hav Thakur Bahadur Ale Magar who was part
of a Mountain Expedition to Mt Kun when an
" unexpected avalanche struck and burried him
alive on 08 Oct 2023. The mortal remains of
Hav Thakur Bahadur Ale Magar were finally retrieved after nine
months by the search team of High Altitude Warfare School,
Gulmarg on 07 Jul 2024. A cheerful and lively person, he will
always be remembered as an exceptionally sincere, loyal and dedicated
regimental soldier. With his untimely demise the unit has lost a
outstanding and distinguished member of the "FI FUS" family.
BEHALF OF THE COL OF THE REGT AND
ALL RANKSOF THE FIRST GORKHA RIFLES

. Uttar Pradesh

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY [€21*]

r = LA Tafcier MNatics Mo :IH.'I.":'I,':'-'I fntesd 17 o7 S d

Tender Notice

On behall of Presiden! of India, 5r. Divisional Materials Manager, North
Central Railway, Proyagrajinvites the E-procurement tenders

JEEEYIAAIE 05 Watt VHF Analog Walkie Talkie Sel.___ |
TenderNo. | Qrty | EmD Tender Opening Date
19246247 | 200Set | ®39,2000- 08.08.2024

Note: 1. The ¢ r;n“ul-:-h- information of above E-Procurement Tender is H'-'ﬁ"n'-:ll;.;i;:'!

on IREPS website | &. hitps:/hwww ireps.govin. 2. Bids olher than in e form of

E-Bids shall not be accepted against above Tender, for this purpose, Vendors are

reqiared o get themsshes regisisred with IREPS website along with class

Dagital signature cerificales ssued by CCA under IT Aci-20040. 3, Raies enlersd
inio Financial Rate page and duly signed digitally shall only be considersd. Rates
and anmy offer fmanoal enilty in any othar formifietier haad f attachad by vandaor
shall be siraight eway ignorad and shall not be considerad, 4. Documents baing
atachd shoukd DE sagrsd on e Dody The above tender nobice has bean
uploadad on hittpsJiwww nerindianrailbways.govin. |6 case of any diffouty
1217124 FA
| mCrRONCE - (Eeofm centralaiway E Wi hEE ind lanrki eyl pav.in

helpdesk available on the IREPS websile may be approachead

@ Nt cesirsl radwap |

FHATAT Y& FfchedT Td WA 3T,

Phone-07762-232668, E-mail-raigarhcmho @gmail.com
Ui/ WEI/2024/10597 g, i 10.07.24

T 2024-25 % foau fofer ¥ Grfera erefivreer Tares fafsregrert # ST & e,
SUHIT TAT HrH WHTITET JaE F o & 3T (X Flae) Squas /
St yarer ot S et ud S itk faskarell & qeveis forwms § fafoe
et S #1 fferr s forws W erdiewmesd % w@iem § fedien
12/08/2024 I THA 3 o1 T T W & ST ey, | GHrare o q&nd 9 &
qret fferratt 1 #1=1 a foham o | ffarer Y ¥ o e e et ifer woe o
(3T & Tt T Brghl) 2000-00 (T BR &.) T TIE HIRMET ¥ T A

ST T T B WIS i ST TR |
fafaer o e v it 2ifam fafyr 05.08.2024
fafaer s e o etfem fafer 12.08.2024 3TRE 3 =
fferer wier =t fafy 12.08.2024 |R 4 &1
e Tafrear va e afereRr
TIE (V)
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There are many more
questions. Which is the
platform to ask the questions
and receive answers? No one
in the government has
answered the questions so far,
but the questions will not go
away. Yet the laws that are
most fundamental to the
administration of criminal
justice in the country have
‘come into force’ — an
example of government by
some people and for some

people

Who will answer the questions?

AFTER A debate that the Opposition boy-
cotted in both Houses of Parliament (for
good reasons), three Bills to replace (and
re-enact) the Indian Penal Code, 1860,
the Criminal Procedure Code, 1973 and
the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 were
passed. The new Bills carried names in
Hindi (or Sanskrit) even in the English
versions of the Bills. The President gave
her assent to the Bills and the govern-
ment notified that the new laws will
come into force on July 1, 2024.

There is stiff opposition to the new
laws from many quarters. The govern-
ment has dismissed the grounds of op-
position as irrelevant and motivated.
The government’s ram-through ap-
proach has not deterred the opposition
to the laws. On the contrary, two state
governments have declared that they
will bring certain amendments in the
state legislatures concerned. Tamil
Nadu has appointed a one-person com-
mittee to suggest the changes within a
month. Karnataka and other state gov-
ernments may adopt the same route. It
is therefore necessary to place the facts
and the issues before the public and ask
the citizens to arrive at their own con-
clusions.

‘Criminal law’ is a subject in the
Concurrent List of the Constitution. Both
Parliament and state legislatures are
competent to make laws on the subject.
Undoubtedly, if a law made by
Parliament and alaw made by a state leg-
islature are repugnant, Article 254 of the
Constitution will be attracted. However,

that is an issue that will arise after the
state legislature made a law, there was
repugnancy, and the President did not
give her assent to the law passed by the
state legislature.

Meanwhile, the questions raised by
those opposing the new laws must be
heard and answered. Unfortunately, the
central government has refused to an-
swer in Parliament or outside. Here are
the questions:

1.Isit correct that the bulk of the pro-
visions of the three new laws have been
‘copied and pasted’ from the three laws
that were replaced? Is it correct that 90-
95 per cent of the IPC and the CrPC and
95-99 per cent of the Evidence Act have
been retained in the new laws and every
section re-numbered? If a few additions,
deletions and changes were required in
the existing laws, could the same out-
come not have been achieved through
amendments? Is not the claim that the
government has thrown out the ‘colonial
legacy’ a hollow claim?

2.1f the intention was a thorough re-
vision and overhaul of the criminal laws,
why was the time-honoured practice to
make a reference to the Law Commission
not followed? Was not the Law
Commission the most suitable body to
consult all stakeholders and submit its
recommendations, together with draft
Bills, for the consideration of the govern-
mentand Parliament? Why was the Law
Commission by-passed and the task en-
trusted to a Committee that consisted of
part-time members who, save one, were

employed as full-time professors in var-
ious Universities?

3. Are the new laws consistent with
the modern principles of criminal ju-
risprudence? Have the new laws recog-
nised and incorporated the progressive
principles laid down by the Supreme
Court in landmark judgments delivered
in the last 10 years? Are several provi-
sions of the new laws contrary to the
Constitution of India as interpreted by
the Supreme Court?

4. Why has the new law retained
‘death penalty’ that has been abolished
inmany democratic countries? Why has
the cruel and dehumanising punishment
of ‘solitary confinement’ been intro-
duced? Why has the offence of ‘adultery’
been brought back into the criminal law?
Was it necessary to retain ‘defamation’
as a criminal offence? Was it not neces-
sary to stipulate a period of limitation to
lodge a criminal complaint of ‘defama-
tion’? Why is same-sex relationship
without the consent of the other person
no longer an offence? Was it not neces-
sary to define the punishment of ‘com-
munity service’ or, at least, give illustra-
tions of community service?

5. Why has the offence of ‘sedition’
been enlarged and retained? Why has
the offence of ‘terrorism’ been brought
into the general criminal law when there
isaspecial Act called Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act? Why have ‘electoral of-
fences’ been included in the new law
when there are special laws called
Representation of the People Act, 1950

and Representation of the People Act,
19517

6. Have the new laws given greater
latitude to the police to arrest a person
and seek the person'’s police custody?
Have the new laws ignored the dictum
of the Supreme Court that the power to
arrest does not mean the necessity to ar-
rest? Was it not necessary to explicitly
provide in the law that ‘bail is the rule,
jail is the exception’? Was it not neces-
sary to oblige a Magistrate to examine
the legality of the arrest and the need to
arrest? Do the provisions for bail effec-
tively require the Magistrate to deny bail
for 40/60 days after the arrest?

7.1s the provision that enables an FIR
to be registered in any police station of
the country, irrespective of the place of
the offence, constitutional? Is the provi-
sion that empowers the police of that
State to arrest the accused and investi-
gate the offence unconstitutional in
view of ‘Police’ being a subject in the
State List? Are the said provisions con-
trary to the principle of ‘federalism’
which is a basic feature of the
Constitution?

There are many more questions.
Which is the platform to ask the ques-
tions and receive answers? No one in the
government has answered the questions
so far, but the questions will not go away.
Yet the laws that are most fundamental
to the administration of criminal justice
in the country have ‘come into force’ —
an example of government by some peo-
ple and for some people.
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INCOMPLETE ENQUIRY

THE TASK force of 40 BJP UP members has
come up with predictable reasons for the
party's setbackin the state in the recent Lok
Sabha polls — from party infighting to caste
equations and non-cooperation of govern-
ment employees. UP CM Yogi Adityanath
transferred 12 DMs immediately after the
report, since the committee’s inference was
that he did not exercise sufficient control
over government employees.

But the genesis of the UP defeat needs
more introspection. The investigation
should have started with the BJP’s central
election committee meeting on February
29, when the names of some 50 of the 80
UP seats were cleared. The committee
members, including Adityanath, waited for
over two hours since Narendra Modi, Amit
Shah and ] P Nadda first met informally at
Lok Kalyan Marg, where ashortlist of 50 B]P
Lok Sabha candidates was drawn up. At the
official meeting, general secretary (organi-
sation) B L Santhosh read out the names
and few interjected. The common refrain
was “whatever the party thinks appropri-
ate”. The names from UP were cleared in
barely 20 minutes and some 65% were sit-
ting MPs, since the party seemed confident
that UP’s formidable 'double engine ki
sarkar' would ensure their victory.
Adityanath’s reported suggestion to change
the names of 35 sitting MPs was ignored.
Eventually, 27 BJPincumbents lost the polls.

Incidentally, the BJP won all the Lok
Sabha seats around Gorakhpur,
Adityanath’s stronghold but lost in parlia-
mentary seats around Varanasi, the PM’s
constituency. Varanasi and Lucknow were
the only two constituencies the task force
did not visit. If they had travelled to
Varanasi, they would have discovered the
considerable resentment over contracts
for major projects in and around the city
being awarded not to local UP contractors,
but to those from western India.
Indicative of divisions in the UP BJP was
the fact that Deputy CM Keshav Prasad
Maurya remained mostly in Delhi for al-
most a month after the election results.

UNPRECEDENTED
SEATING
At the swearing-in of the Modi 3.0 cab-

inetlast month, the Rashtrapati Bhavan staff
and Delhi police were swamped by too

many important people flashing invitation
cards and demanding premier seating. In
the bargain, the carefully drawn up warrant
of precedent was thrown to the wind. The
most glaring breach of protocol was billion-
aires Mukesh Ambani and Gautam Adani
ending up in the second row with
Bollywood superstar Shah Rukh Khan. A
group of sadhus wasin the front row, while
J&K Governor Manoj Sinha, Adityanathand
CMs from the North-East were relegated to
the third row. The biggest faux pas was that
CDS General Anil Chauhan and outgoing
Army chief General Manoj Pande were
seated in the sixth row. Security personnel
cannot alone be blamed, the President’s
Military Secretary and her ADCs should
have earmarked seats for the respective
chiefs of the Armed forces.

MUMBAI ROYALS

Even the British royal family, who have
conducted their marital ceremonies with
pomp and circumstance, and much public
interest for centuries, could perhaps learn
alesson from the Ambani’s family in attract-
ing the maximum eyeballs on social media.
The family’s army of event managers has
organised parties for the last few monthsin
exoticlocations — from an elephant rescue
farm and a zoo in Jamnagar to a swinging
jet-setting cruise through Italy to celebrate
the marriage of Anant Ambani and Radhika
Merchant. They even hijacked the Indian
team’s success at the World Cup to stage a
felicitation at the Ambani centre in BKC,
Mumbai. Nita Ambani, glittering in dia-
monds, and her equally dressed up wed-
ding guests, felicitated cricket heroes Rohit
Sharma, Hardik Patel and Suryakumar
Yadav, who have all played for the Mumbai
IndiansIPL team. The trio, looking a tad em-
barrassed, were togged out in party attire
in similar dark coloured sequinned outfits.

ENSURING I1TS 10%

Opposition leader in the Rajya Sabha,
Mallikarjun Kharge is skating on thin ice.
The Congress strength in the Upper House
has fallen to 26 seats after two Rajya Sabha
MPs, Deepender Hooda from Haryana and
K CVenugopal from Rajasthan, were elected
to the Lok Sabha in the recent poll. The
Congress needs representation by at least
10% of the total MPs in the Upper House,
whose present strength is around 250, if its
nominee is to be recognised as the official
leader of the Opposition. In a bid to help
Congress secure the position, KKeshavaRao
of the BRS recently defected to the party.
With the Congress in the majority in the
Telangana Assembly, the party’s RS nomi-
nee will automatically win the by-election.
If 85-year-old Rao agrees to step aside, ju-
rist Abhishek Manu Singhvi is waiting ea-
gerly for a Rajya Sabhare-entry.

History

HEADLINE "%
ABHINAVSEKHRI

L

THE UNEXPURGATED edition of Lady
Chatterley’s Lover by D H Lawrence might
well hold the distinction of having spurred
reforms around obscenity laws around the
globe. In India, it was the subject of the
Supreme Court’s first judgment on whether
obscenity came within the contours of the
“decency or morality” restriction to the fun-
damental freedom of speech.

My concern here is not the Supreme
Court’s 1964 judgmentin Ranjit D Udeshi
v State of Maharashtra, or the finer points
inthe 1969 amendments to Section 292 of
the now-repealed IPC (retained in Section
294 of the BNS). Rather; itis the story of the
“prosecution” of Lady Chatterley’s Loverin
India that features bogus purchasers to trap
booksellers, literature-review styled judi-
cial orders and decisive interventions by
PM Jawaharlal Nehru himself.

With a note dated October 24, 1959, R
N Misra forwarded two copies of the unex-
purgated editions “available at several
bookshops...in Connaught Circus” toa col-
league at the Directorate of Inspection,
Customs. The colleague replied that their
department should “urgently” consult the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), a part of
conventions on placing import bans on
books or pamphlets.

There was a ban in place already since
1943, but the Customs Department still re-
ferred the matter to the Home Ministry. Not
because of monumental changes in Indian
law during the interregnum, but because
courts in the US had ruled in favour of
Chatterley since. The Constitution found no
mention in the dismissive notes by the
MHA Under Secretary either who, with ex-
treme reluctance, passed the file on to the
Law Ministry on November 17, 1959.

It landed on the desk of Deputy Law
Adviser D BKulkarni, whoissued a six-page
memo on March 18, 1960, concluding that
the book was obscene, a view “in conso-
nance with our heritage, traditions,and the
prevailing standards of our community”.
The note was approved by the Law
Secretary and the file reached Deputy
Minister R M Hajarnavis who, in a memo
dated April 7, struck a dissenting note. He
referred to Khajurao, UK law and Penguin
Books’ victory in its trial for publishing
Chatterley in November 1959, but not the
Constitution. Since the Law Minister was
away;, he sent the papers to PM Nehru.

This was Nehru’s second high-stakes
interventioninayear to decide the fate of a
controversial novel for Indian readers, the

Of laws new and old, and
the debate over obscenity

The 1959
unexpurgated
US edition of
Lady Chatterley’s
Lover. Wikipedia

first being Vladimir Nabokov’s Lolita.
Nehru'’s two-paragraph memo dated April
8, 1960, says, “lam clear that this book Lady
Chatterley’s Lover should be banned. In case
ourorderis challenged ina court of law, the
matter can be faced.” He was probably
aware that a court would soon decide
whether the unexpurgated Chatterley
was obscene.

On December 12, 1959, bogus cus-
tomers with marked money were sent by
Bombay Police CID to ‘Causeway Book
Stall’ and ‘Happy Book Stall’ with instruc-
tions to purchase copies of the unexpur-
gated Chatterley.Once buyers struck the
deal, the police stormed the shops and
seized the novels. Those on the spot, and
the distributor, were arrested. After the
raid, seven persons were sent for trial in
April 1960. At some point, the seven
shrunk to four. The prosecution simply ex-
hibited 35 passages flagged as obscene as
evidence, while the defence sought to
demonstrate the book’s literary merit by
calling upon celebrity witnesses like
screenwriter K A Abbas and author Mulk
Raj Anand. On May 31, 1961, the court pro-
nounced the four accused guilty.

The judgment was far from a ringing
endorsement of the antiquated Hicklin
test, which the prosecution built its case
upon, under which merely flagging cer-
tain passages as having a “tendency” to
corrupt the vulnerable in society could
spell doom for a book. Rather, what was
obscene was the overall theme of
Chatterley, which venerated adultery and
struck “at the very roots of the institution
of marriage”, and was in “direct conflict
with the ideals of Indian womanhood,
which are based on devotion, love and
sacrifice”. Its impact on society would be
devastating, and to think that this book
was there at a “modest little book stall at
Colaba Causeway” simply would not do.

Though the Magistrate imposed a token

fine of Rs 20 on the convicts, they filed are-
vision plea before the Bombay HC. On
February 6, 1962, a Division Bench dis-
missed the plea, taking a very different view
of the law. It doubled down on the Hicklin
formulation, using it to distinguish Indian
law from the progressive verdicts recently
delivered in the US, where bans on
Chatterley had been lifted. While this
meant that the HC was satisfied with ob-
scene passages and did not deal much with
the book’s theme to conclude that it was
obscene, it did join the issue with the
Magistrate about how the unexpurgated
Chatterley might impact Indian women.

The Supreme Court’s 1964 judgmentin
Udeshi’s appeal, one of the convicted pro-
prietors of Happy Book Stall, was perhaps
the only time that the constitutional issues
posed by Chatterley’s censorship appear
at the forefront in this story. By assailing the
constitutional validity of Section 292 IPC,
the case reached the Supreme Court’s
Constitution Bench. Udeshi contended that
while the penal provision may be a valid re-
striction on the freedom of speech, its ap-
plication using the Hicklin approach took it
outside the scope of permissible limits upon
speech. Justice Hidayatullah disagreed and
one may read scholarly works to grasp the
legal nuances of his interesting verdict.

Writing about Penguin’s trial for pub-
lishing the unexpurgated Chatterley,
Thomas Grant shows how small details
made a difference. That Penguin itself
courted prosecution was crucial. Unlike
cases where booksellers were successfully
prosecuted before magistrates, its case was
tried by a jury of 12 ordinary people who
had to be convinced that the book was
without literary merit.

One cannot help but draw a parallel
with the Indian experience, which is a tale
about vesting censorship powers in the
hands of a few. Everyone deciding that
Chatterley remains off the shelves did so by
making arbitrary value judgments on be-
half of ordinary readers and gave differing
and remarkably parochial reasons to sup-
port their views. Perhaps, consulting the or-
dinary reader or purveyor of such works
might have provided surer insight of
whether the law was pursuing a legitimate
goal, or whether, in the words of Dickens,
the law was being “an ass”.

Abhinav Sekhriis a lawyer
practising in Delhi. The article
is based on research done for
a paper available on SSRN
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LAST YEAR, an 80-year-old enthusiasti-
cally participated in the Tata Mumbai
Marathon. Clad in a sari and sneakers, oc-
togenarian Bharti Jitendra Pathak ran with
the Tiranga, covering 4.2 km in 51 min-
utes. Pathak may be an aberration among
Indian women, but Instagram is full of ad-
mirable grannies posting their videos lift-
ing kettlebells and doing push-ups. The
somewhat aggravating term, “ageing
gracefully”, has evolved from meaning
slinking quietly into oblivion to making
the most of life by living well. It isn’t about
trying to look 25 but, like that proverbial
bottle of fine wine, to get better at every-
thing as you age. How old is too old to do

The question of age

something? Who decides? It's a pertinent
question because the world’s focus is on
the upcoming US elections, where both
candidates seem ravaged by time.

If the aim is for the top job on earth,
sure, the standards are different. Optics
matter. A frail 80-something in a youth-
obsessed society isn’t particularly inspir-
ing. However, seen another way, every-
one alive is growing older and every stage
has important lessons to impart. When
you're a child, each year that passes feels
exciting because of the looming prospect
of adulthood, which, for dreamy young
minds, translates to romantic visions of
independence and freedom. Alas, it’s an-
other matter altogether that reaching
middle age evokes severe nostalgia for
childhood, which one realises in retro-
spect is the only time one is actually free.

Having said that, from the point of view
of the slightly less agonising 40s, youth is
overrated. Parents rule, you have no
agency. For many the teen years are rid-
den with panicky insecurities, perhaps a
necessary rite of passage to figuring out
one’s path ahead. The 20s are generally
about work-hard, play-hard and fly-by in
a whirl of activity. By one’s late 30s, some
measure of inner confidence sets in;
whatever the journey, one philosophically
accepts, life goes on.

So, reading all the scathing pieces
about US President Joe Biden stubbornly
digging his heels in, his state of mind
seems perfectly clear — he’s mining the
greatest benefit of old age, that you simply
don’t care about what other people think
you should do. So much of our lives are
spent wrapped up in responsibilities and

in meeting the expectations of others. If
there’s one thing to recommend old age,
it’s this — that all forms of validation cease
to matter. For women, reaching this head-
space is especially liberating because the
dominant discourse is that our value de-
clines as we age. We're inundated with
images of perfectly crafted and remade
bodies, so much soit’s often difficult to tell
what anyone of any age is supposed to
look like any more. It’s a binary choice,
hanging on to youthfulness by the many
surgical means possible (and, thereby,
risking being a joke) or being written off
for not caring enough to do anything
about gravitational forces.

On the Who What Wear podcast that
decodes fashion and style, the svelte and
shapely 50-year-old influencer Gabrielle
Union-Wade talked about the un-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

savoury comments she received for
posting photos of herself in a bikini. It
doesn’t cost to have an opinion, so
there’s no dearth of people sermonising
arbitrarily on the alleged age cut-off for
a certain kind of swimsuit and mini
skirt. Union-Wade’s tart response was
that she might just don a bikini in her
coffin. Dealing with spite, too, gets eas-
ier with age. The understanding deep-
ens that we'’re here to enjoy ourselves
not pander to becoming what the cul-
ture says we should be. It’s easier to de-
velop along view of events. Finally, you
can pursue interests without thinking
about competition and the pressure of
needing to excel, that plagues our youth.
Life isn’t over till it’s over, and it’s long,
with many opportunities for do-overs.

The writer is director, Hutkay Films
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Why did
Modi go to
Russia?

IT DID not look good for the Prime
Minister. Or for India. There he was smil-
ing and hugging Vladimir Putin on the
day that the Russian dictator bombed a
children’s hospital in Kiev. Then came
more moments of bonhomie and friend-
ship as they travelled together in a golf
cart and spent the evening in the dicta-
tor’s dacha. The next day Modi himself
seemed to realise that a mistake had been
made and spoke eloquently of how it
broke his heart when children were killed
in times of war. Then his spin doctors got
into the act and leaked stories to the
Indian media about how our Prime
Minister had once more told Putin that
the way forward was through diplomacy
and dialogue and not on the battlefield.
But the damage had been done.

[ spent some time last week trying to
get an American view on Modi’s visitand
failed. I need not have bothered. The
American ambassador in Delhi said it all.
He warned that there is no such thing as
‘strategic autonomy’ in times of conflict
and warned that friendship between our
two countries was better than ever be-
fore but should not be taken for granted.
“The more we insist on a kind of cynical
calculation in the place of a trusted rela-
tionship the less we will get...”

In fairness to Modi, he has worked
harder to bring us out of the clutches of
the Russians than any other Indian prime
minister. He has also brought us closer to
the United States but in a country in
which generations have been brought up
on anti-Americanism more must be
done, which is why this visit to Russia was
a bad idea. We need the Russians for
more reasons than can be listed here and
cheap Russian oil has been most useful
but was there really any need for the
Prime Minister to accept Russia’s highest
civilian award at a time when Putin is,
without question, the most hated dicta-
tor in the world?

What Putin has done in Ukraine is the
equivalent of China invading Arunachal
Pradesh or Ladakh. And why would this
not happen in the future? China has
made clear more than once that it does
not consider Arunachal to be a part of
India and has often objected officially to
Indian prime ministers visiting the state.
So, what is to stop Xi Jinping from turning
his attention to Arunachal when he is
done with Taiwan? If this happens, will
Putin be on our side or on the side of
China? Before he invaded Ukraine, he had
that very public meeting with the
Chinese dictator in which they declared
that they were best friends forever.

For me personally, as I have said be-
fore in this column, there are no two sides
to the invasion of Ukraine. It had every
right to want to be a democratic country
and that is all that it was trying to do
when the Russian dictator decided that
democracy was too dangerous to be al-
lowed to flourish so close to his own total-
itarian country. Putin is in every sense a
vile dictator. He publicly kills opposition
leaders by poisoning them in foreign
countries. Or torturing them to death in
jail cells as happened so tragically with
Alexei Navalny. Putin jails journalists on
flimsy charges and refuses them a fair
trial. It might be in India’s national inter-
est to continue our relationship with him,
but can we make it more transactional
than it seemed on this visit?

There are other things that the men
who handle India’s foreign policy need to
keep in mind. The world order is going
through a transformation in which there
is now an open clash of interests between
democracies and totalitarian countries.
In the totalitarian camp, led by China,
there are countries like Iran and North
Korea who have no time for such things
as human rights and freedom. In the
other camp, led by the United States are
democratic countries whose founda-
tional values are liberty, equality and free-
dom.

They have come together to openly
condemn Putin’s invasion of Ukraine and
to help that country survive this horrible
war and become a full democracy. India
has so far refused to take sides because of
our old friendship with Russia and be-
cause in the India in which I grew up, to
be on the American side was to risk be-
ing called a CIA agent. Of course, to be
called a KGB agent was a badge of hon-
our.

The bureaucrats who surround Modi
grew up in that same milieu and appear
tostill believe that the United States can-
not ever be India’s trusted friend. Why
they believe that Russia is our forever
friend is truly a puzzle. Putin is so de-
pendent on China now that he is virtu-
ally forced to kowtow to Xi Jinping. China
is without doubt the biggest threat to
India’s security so how is this relationship
going to work going forwards?

The irony is that to the average young
Indian, it is the United States that is that
shining city on a hill. It is to American uni-
versities they long to go and it is in the
United States that they seek to build their
lives when India denies them opportuni-
ties and jobs. This is something that the
Prime Minister needs to keep in mind be-
fore going down that broken diplomatic
path laid down by the Congress Party.
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Masoud Pezeshkian

IRAN
Pezeshkian
rejects US
pressure, lauds
Russia, China

Dubai: The United States
should realise that Iran will
not respond to pressure,
President-elect Masoud
Pezeshkian said in a state-
ment, in which he also
highlighted his country’s
friendship with Chinaand
Russia Pezeshkian also re-
iterated that [ran does not
seek nuclear weapons,
adding that Tehran would
expand ties with neigh-
bours and engage with
Europe. “Chinaand Russia
have consistently stood by
us during challenging
times. We deeply value
this friendship. Russia is a
valued strategic ally and
my administration will re-
main committed to ex-
panding our cooperation,”
Pezeshkian said, adding
thatTehran would support
initiatives aimed atending
the Ukraine conflict. AP

UNITED KINGDOM
Man held over
humanremains
insuitcases

London: British police said
Saturday they have ar-
rested a man in connec-
tion with the deaths of
two men whose remains
were found in two suit-
cases in southwest
England. Metropolitan
Police said armed officers
detained a 34-year-old
suspectatatrainstationin
the city of Bristol early
Saturday. Police said more
human remains were
found at an address in
Shepherd’[s Bush, west
London, the previous day;,
believed to be connected
to those found in the suit-
cases dumped near
Clifton Suspension Bridge
in Bristol Wednesday. AP

Gurdwara
attack: Teen
boy charged

London: A 17-year-old
boy, arrested after two
women were injured in
an attack with a “bladed
weapon” on a UK gurd-
wara, has been charged
with multiple offences,
including assault and
threats to Kkill, on
Saturday. Investigators
from the Kent and Essex
Serious Crime Directorate
charged the boy, who
cannot be named as a mi-
nor, over what the local
police is referring to as a
“disturbance” at Sri Guru
Nanak Darbar Gurdwara
in Gravesend, south-east
England, on Thursday
evening. AP
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DEADLIEST ATTACKIN GAZA IN WEEKS

targets

Hamas calls
Israel claim flase,
saysit’sonly to
justify the attack

REUTERS
CAIRO,GAZA,JERUSALEM
JULY'13

ANISRAELI airstrike killed at least
71 Palestinians in adesignated hu-
manitarian zone in Gaza on
Saturday, the enclave’s health
ministry said, in an attack that
Israel said targeted Hamas mili-
tary chief Mohammed Deif.

It was unclear whether Deif
was killed. “We are still checking
and verifying the results of the
strike,” an Israeli military official
told reporters. Hamas said in a
statement that Israeli claimsithad
targeted leaders of the group were
false and aimed at justifying the
attack, which was the deadliest
Israeli attack in Gaza in weeks.

Displaced people shelteringin
the area said their tents were torn
down by the force of the strike, de-
scribing bodies and body parts
strewn on the ground. “I couldn't
even tell where [ was or whatwas
happening,” said Sheikh Youssef,
aresident of Gaza City whois cur-
rently displaced in the Al-Mawasi
area. “I left the tent and looked
around, all the tents were knocked
down, body parts, bodies every-
where, elderly women thrownon

CPN (UML)-NC COALITION
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OLI-LED NEPAL GOVT TOo BE SWORN IN TOMORROW

KP Sharma Ol set to become Nepal's new Prime Minister, on Saturday held consultations with his
alliance partner Nepali Congress. The new coalition government is likely to be sworn in on Monday.
President Ram Chandra Paudel is expected to appoint Oli, 72, as the Prime Minister on Sunday:
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At least 71killed, 289 injured as Israel
Hamas mi Iltary chlef in Gaza

| —

People at a tent camp attacked by Israel at Al-Mawasi area in Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip on Saturday. Reuters

the floor, young children in
pieces,” he told Reuters.

The Israeli military said the
strike against Deif also targeted
Rafa Salama, the commander of
Hamas’ Khan Younis Brigade, de-
scribing them as two of the mas-
terminds of the Oct. 7 attack on
southern Israel that triggered the
nine-month war in Gaza.

Deif has survived sevenIsraeli

Imran acquitted in
illegal marriage case,
to remain in jail as
he faces fresh arrest

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, JULY 13

A PAKISTANI court on Saturday
acquitted jailed former prime
minister Imran Khan and his
wife Bushra Bibi in the un-
Islamic marriage case, the only
case keeping the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party
founder behind bars since
August last year.

However, barely an hour af-
ter his acquittal in the case, an
anti-terrorism court in Lahore
approved the request to arrest
the PTI leader in three cases
linked to the unprecedented
May 9 riots following his arrest
inan alleged corruption case.

The PTl called his latest arrest
a “gimmick to keep the illegal
imprisonment prolonged”.

On February 3 — days before
the general elections on
February 8 — anIslamabad court
convicted the couple based ona
complaint filed by Bushra Bibi's
ex-husband, Khawar Fareed
Maneka, who alleged that they
contracted marriage during the
former first lady’s Iddat period.

In Islam, a woman can't re-
marry before completing four
months after divorce or the
death of her husband.

The couple had challenged
the sentence in a district and ses-

Imran’s party calls his new
arrest warrants a ‘gimmick’
to keep himin jail

sion court of the capital
Islamabad where Additional
District and Sessions Judge
(ADS]) Afzal Majoka heard the
case. The judge announced the
judgment in the afternoon after
reserving the verdict earlier in
the day, acquitting Khan, 71 and
Bushra, 49.

“If they are not wanted in any
other case, then PTI founder Imran
Khan and Bushra Bibi should be
released [from jail|immediately,”
the judge said.

Butitwasnot clearif he would
be released. However, it was the
only case for which Khan was in
jail after the Toshakhana corrup-
tion case sentence was suspended
and acquittal in the cipher case.

The cricketer-turned-politi-
cian has been behind bars since
August last year after he was sen-
tenced in the Toshakhana corrup-
tion case and subsequently sen-
tenced in other cases ahead of the
February 8 elections. PTI

assassination attempts, the most
recent in 2021 and has topped
Israel's most wanted list for
decades. The Gaza health ministry
said at least 71 Palestinians were
killed in the strike and 289 injured,
the deadliest toll in weeks in the
conflict-shattered enclave.
Reuters footage showed am-
bulances racing towards the area
amidst clouds of smoke and dust.

Many of those wounded in the
strike, including women and chil-
dren, were taken to the nearby
Nasser Hospital, which hospital
officials said had been over-
whelmed and was "nolonger able
to function” due to the intensity of
the Israeli offensive and an acute
shortage of medical supplies.
Separately on Saturday, atleast
17 Palestinians were killed in an

Israeli attack on a prayer hall at a
Gaza camp for displaced people
in west Gaza City, Palestinian
health officials said.

Witnesses said the Khan
Younis attack came as a surprise
astheareahad been calm,adding
more than one missile had been
fired. Some of the wounded who
were being evacuated were res-
cue workers, they said.

Nepal twin bus tragedy: 6 Indians
missing, one found dead; toll at 3

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KATHMANDU, JULY 13

THEBODY of a40-year-old Indian
national working in Nepal was
among three corpses recovered
by rescuers on Saturday from the
wreckage of two buses that were
swept by a mudslide into a rain-
swollen river with more than 50
passengers a day earlier.

The two buses carrying 54
passengers, including seven
Indians, went missing in the
Trishuli River in the landslides at
the Simaltal area along the
Narayanghat-Mugling road in
Chitwandistrict on Friday. Three
people swam to safety later.

Search operation after two buses, carrying 54 people, were
swept by alandslide, near Kathmandu, Saturday. AP

The first body from the buses
was recovered in the morning
from 50 km away from the acci-
dent site. The deceased was
identified as Rishi Pal Shahi from

India, police said. The rescuers in
the afternoon recovered two
more bodies, police said, adding
that both the deceased were
Nepali nationals.

Baldwin weeps as court dismisses
on-set fatal shootmg case midtrial

JULIAJACOBS
SANTAFE,JULY 13

A JUDGE in New Mexico dis-
missed the case against actor Alec
Baldwin Friday after finding that
the state had withheld evidence
that could have shed light on how
live rounds got onto a film set
where the cinematographer was
fatally shot.

The dismissal was with preju-
dice, meaning that the prosecu-
tion of Baldwin is over. “There is
no way for the court to right this
wrong,” Judge Mary Marlowe
Sommer said in court as Baldwin

Alec Baldwin with his legal
team member after the
judge threw out the case. AP

wept.Itwas a stunning end to the
trial of Baldwin, who was rehears-
ing with a gun on the “Rust” film
setin 2021 when it fired a live

round, klllmg Halyna Hutchins,
the movie’s cinematographer.
Baldwin had been told the gun
was “cold,” meaning it had nolive
ammunition.

The multiple Emmy-award
winning actor still faces lawsuits,
including one from Hutchins’ hus-
band, Matthew Hutchins.
Although a settlement was an-
nounced in that case, it has not
been fully resolved. Baldwin has
vehemently denied responsibil-
ity forHutchins’ death, saying that
he had no reason to believe that
the gun he was handed on set that
day could have been loaded with
live ammunition. NYT

US President Joe Biden steps off Air Force One at Dover
Air Force Base, Delaware, on Friday. Reuters

‘I am OK, not going
anywhere’: Biden
stands firm as his
campaign struggles

REUTERS
DETROIT, JULY 13

SEEKING TO revive his struggling
re-election campaign, President
Joe Biden held a rare rally in
Detroit, telling a cheering crowd
he wasn't going to leave the race
and warning that Republican
Donald Trump poses a serious
threat. Biden, 81, is trying to shift
the conversation from his men-
tal sharpness to the impact of an-
other Trump presidency, as his
campaign struggles after his
shaky debate performance on
June 27.

“l am running and we're go-
ing to win,” he said to a crowd
that carried “Motown is
Joetown” signs and chanted
“Don't you quit” before he spoke.

“I'm the nominee,” he said.
“I'm not going anywhere.”

“It’s time for us to stop treat-
ing politics like it's
entertainmentora
reality TV show,"
Biden said. Earlier

Behind
Democrats’
® worry

EXPLAINED

SINCE THE debate, at least
19 lawmakers have urged
Biden to step aside so the
party can pick another can-
didate, as have some
donors, Hollywood stars,
activist groups and news
outlets. However, Biden re-
tains support from key fig-
ures in the party.
Democrats are worried
that Biden’s low approval
ratings could cause them to
lose seats in the House of
Representatives  and
Senate, leaving them with
no grip on power in
Washington should Trump
win the White House.
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that his support was
weakening elsewhere,
as two more lawmak-

on Friday, Biden

ers called on him to

made a surprise RACE FOR drop out.

stop at a garage- THE WHITE

themed restaurant It’s a mistake:

in a western sub- HOUSE Zelenskyy

urb of Detroit, Ukrainian President

where he told diners he planned
to “finish the job,” and said “I
promise you...I'm okay.”

Biden also got a boost earlier
when two prominent
Democrats said he should stay in
the race. But there were signs

Volodymyr Zelenskyy said his US
counterpart Joe Biden acciden-
tally referring to him as Russian
President Vladimir Putin was a
mistake that could be forgotten
about given all the support the
US has provided to Ukraine.

China slams US Bill
on Tibet, vows to
defend its interests

REUTERS
BEIJING, JULY 13

CHINA EXPRESSED strong opposi-
tion on Saturday to a US law
signed by President Joe Biden that
presses Beijing to resolve adispute
over Tibet’s demands for greater
autonomy, vowing to “firmly de-
fend” its interests.

Biden signed into law on
Friday the Tibet dispute act, which
seeks to push Beijing to hold talks
withTibetan leaders, stalled since
2010, to secure a negotiated agree-
ment on the Himalayan region
and spur China to address the
Tibetan people's aspirations on
their historical, cultural, religious
and linguistic identity. The law
“grossly interferes in China’s do-
mestic affairs,undermines China’s

interests, and sends a severely
wrong signal to the ‘Tibet inde-
pendence’ forces,” China's foreign
ministry said.

Although Washington recog-
nises Tibet as a part of China, the
law appears to question that po-
sition, analysts say. The US has
long supported the rights of the
Tibetan people to practice their re-
ligion and culture, accusing China
of human rights violations in the
remote region bordering India.

“The US must not implement
the Act,” the China's ministry said.
“If the US continues down the
wrong path, China will take res-
olute measures to firmly defend
its sovereignty, security and de-
velopment interests."

Attention has focussed on
Tibet-China issues as the Dalai
Lama turned 89 last week.

SOME GAMBIANS SEE FGM BAN As AN ATTACK ON AFRICAN CULTURE, OTHERS WORRY ABOUT RIPPLE EFFECTS OF REVERSING BAN

Gambia’s bid to unban female genital mutilation divides families, parliament

SOFIACHRISTENSEN
BANJUL, JULY 13

FOR MARIAMA Jarjou, taking her
two daughters to a traditional
circumciser when they were 5
and 4 was an act of love — a
painful but important ritual that
would give them status in their
village and make them eligible
for marriage.

Anuncutwomanisa “solima”
in the local Mandinka language
in Gambia. People will tell her she
smells bad, said Jarjou, who is
now in her 50s. No one will eat
the food she cooks, be her friend
or want her as a wife.

Few dared question
Gambia’s former dictator, Yahya
Jammeh, when he outlawed fe-

male genital mutilation (FGM)
over adecade later,in 2015, say-
ing it was not required by Islam,
the country’s majority religion.
But today, Jarjou strongly sup-
ports an attempt in parliament
torepeal the ban.

Ifit succeeds, Gambia, a small
West African nation of fewer
than 3 million people, would be
the first country in the world to
make FGM legal again after out-
lawing it. Afinal vote is expected
on July 24. “If we stop (FGM),
women will suffer ... and our
children will not know our cul-
ture,” Jarjou said.

Banned in over 70 countries
worldwide, FGM remains wide-
spread in some African nations
and diaspora communities. An es-
timated 144 million women and

girls on the continent have been
subjected to the practice, which
usually involves the partial or to-
tal removal of the external geni-
talia. The consequences are life-
long and can include chronic
pain; recurring infections; prob-
lems with urination, menstrua-
tion and childbirth; pain during
sexual intercourse and trauma.
The World Health Organization
says FGM brings no health ben-
efits, only harm.

In Gambia, many people con-
tinue to take girls to be cut de-
spite the ban, which authorities
have not enforced seriously, anti-
FGM campaigners say.

Almost three-quarters of
women aged 15 to 49 have un-
dergone the practice, 65% of
them when they were younger

A manrides a cart past a poster advocating for an end to
female genital mutilation, in Gambia’s Banjul city. A final
vote on whether to reverse ban due July 24. Reuters

epaper.indfanexpre&s.eum.. .

than 5, according to the latest
government health survey in
2019-2020. The figure drops to
around 46% for girls under 15,
the survey found.

The first FGM convictions
came eight years after the ban was
introduced, in 2023, when three
women were found guilty of cut-
ting eight infant girls. This sparked
apublicdebate about the practice
for the first time in Gambia, one
thathas divided villages and fam-
ilies, and now parliament.

“People are pushing and
pulling. Some say it’s good; some
say it’s not,” said one of Jarjou's
daughters, Jainaba Ndure.

“I think it’s not good,” Ndure
added out of her mother’s earshot,
saying she feared having children
would be painful.

Now 28, Ndure learnt through
NGO-led advocacy about the
harmful consequences of FGM on
women's health. She noted that
elderslike Jarjou can feel offended
by such campaigns. “They say
they are showing us bad pictures,”
she said, referring to diagrams of
women'’s reproductive organs.

The move to repeal the FGM
ban is being spearheaded by two
powerful men: Abdoulie Fatty,an
influential Muslim cleric, and
Almaneh Gibba, an independent
lawmaker representing a rural
constituency where the practice
is widespread.

Fatty publicly defended the
three convicted women and paid
their fines, urging the government
to reconsider the banin televised
speeches and sermons. Gibba, a

vocal government critic, intro-
duced therepeal bill in parliament
seven months later. “Enough is
enough,” Gibba told Reuters. “We
will only be free if we repeal it.”

Both men rejected sugges-
tions their campaign was oppor-
tunistic. Rights advocates fear the
bill's potential to ignite a wider ef-
fort to dismantle protections for
women and girls. "If they succeed
today, the next day the bill will be
on child marriage, then the next
on gender-based violence," said
Nafisa Binte Shafique, the UNICEF
representative in Gambia.

Rights advocates also worry
Gambia's bill could inspire simi-
lar legislation in other African
countries with FGM bans. Kenya’s
high court rejected a petition to
reverse its ban in 2021. REUTERS
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STRONG INVESTOR INTEREST PUSHES THE POPULARITY OF THEMATIC FUNDS

June investment rush: Thematic funds
seerecord net inflows of over t22K cr

HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI, JULY 13

SECTORAL OR or thematic
funds witnessed record net in-
flows of over Rs 22,000 crore in
June, effectively accounting for
around 55 per cent of the total
net inflows into equity mutual
fund (MF) schemes during the
month. This traction is also re-
flected in new launches, with
nine of the 11 new equity
schemes falling into the sec-
toral/thematic fund category
and raising a cumulative Rs
12,974 crore.

Even in the first quarter of
the current fiscal year (FY25),
these funds received the high-
est inflows among all equity
schemes. Sectoral/thematic
funds have become the most
popular equity investment cat-
egory due to growing investor
confidence in sectors such as
railways, infrastructure, renew-
ables, and energy, driven by
favourable government policies
and higher capital allocation
from both the government and
the private sector. However, in-
vestors should conduct a care-
ful analysis when choosing a
sectoral/thematic fund, keeping
in mind their risk appetite and
investment horizon.

Sectoral and Thematic
Funds

Sectoral and thematic funds
invest in equity and equity-re-
lated instruments of a specific
sector or theme. Sectoral funds
focus on a particular sector of

— BRIEFLY —

Goyaltohold
meetings with G7
ministersin ltaly

New Delhi: Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
will hold bilateral meetings at
Reggio Calabria in Italy next
week with his counterparts
from G7 nations and discuss
ways to boost trade and invest-
ments, an official statement
said on Saturday. Reggio
Calabria is a coastal city in
southern Italy. The Group of
Seven (G7) industrialised na-
tions are Canada, France,
Germany, Italy, Japan, the UK,
and the US. These meetings
aim to explore new avenues
for trade and investment, re-
solve bilateral trade issues,and
deepen economic coopera-
tion, it said. PTI

D-Mart'sQ1 net
profitrises 17.5%
to<//4 crore

New Delhi: Avenue
Supermarts Ltd, which owns
and operates the retail chain D-
Mart, on Saturday reported an
increase of 17.45 per cent in
consolidated net profit at Rs
773.68 crore for the June quar-
ter, helped by improvementin
sales from general merchan-
dise and apparels. The com-
pany had posted a net profit of
Rs 658.71 crore in the April-
June period a year ago, accord-
ing to a regulatory filing from
Avenue Supermarts. Its rev-
enue from operations was up
18.57 per cent to Rs 14,069.14
crore during the quarter under
review as against Rs 11,865.44
crore in the corresponding
quarter last fiscal. PTI

Ireda net profit
surgesover 30%
infirst quarter

New Delhi: Indian Renewable
Energy Development Agency
(Ireda)on Friday reported over
30 per cent growth in its net
profittoRs 383.69 crore for the
June quarter, mainly on the
back of higher revenues.
"IREDA has achieved Profit
After Tax of Rs 383.69 crore (in
Q1), marking an impressive
year-on-year growth of 30.25
per cent,” a company state-
ment said. According to the
statement, its net profit wasRs
294.58 crore in the quarter
ended on June 30,2023. PTI

the economy, such as infrastruc-
ture, banking, technology, or
pharmaceuticals, allocating 80
per cent of their underlying as-
sets to that specific sector. Since
these funds concentrate on just
one sector, they limit diversifi-
cation and are therefore riskier.
The timing of investments in
such funds is important, as sec-
tor performance tends to be
cyclical. Thematic funds select
stocks of companies in indus-
tries related to a specific theme,
such as infrastructure, service
industries, public sector units
(PSUs), or multinational compa-
nies (MNCs). Since thematic
funds also allocate 80 per cent
of their underlying assets to sec-
tors related to a specific theme,
they tend to be more diversified
than sectoral funds, resulting in
lower risk.

Flows into Thematic

Funds

The Association of Mutual
Fund Industries (AMFI) provides
combined data for sectoral/the-
matic funds. According to June
data, net inflows into
sectoral/thematic funds reached

AS INCOME TAX OUTPACES CORPORATION TAX

Rs 22,351 crore, which ac-
counted for 55 percent of total
inflows into equity mutual
funds for the month.

In June, Rs 14,370 crore was
mobilised through 11 new fund
offerings (NFOs) in equity-ori-
ented schemes. Among these,
nine schemes were launched in
the sectoral/thematic fund cate-
gory, raising Rs 12,974 crore,
which is 90 per cent of the total
amount raised from the 11 new
equity schemes launched dur-
ing the month. In the quarter
ended June 2024, total net in-
flows into equity schemes stood
at Rs 94,222.28 crore, with sec-
toral/thematic funds receiving
almost 50 percent of that at Rs
46,731 crore.

Over the past year,
sectoral/thematic funds have re-
ceived net inflows of Rs 92,423.4
crore, or one-third of the total
flows into overall equity mutual
funds, which amounted to Rs
2.68 lakh crore. The overall as-
sets under management (AUM)
of sectoral/thematic funds grew
60 per cent to Rs 3.83 lakh crore
as of June 2024, up from Rs 1.96
lakh crore in June 2023.

INFLOWS INTO EQUITY & THEMATIC MFs

Net inflows (Rs crore)

Month Equity schemes
Jun-24 40,608.19
May-24 34,697.00
Apr-24 18,917.09
Total 94,222.28

Sectoral/thematic funds
22,351.69
19,213.43
5,166.05

46,731.17
Source: Amfi

Surge in Inflows

According to  Gopal
Kavalireddi, Vice President of
Research at FYERS, the follow-
ing factors have significantly
contributed to the increased in-
terest from investors in sec-
toral/thematic funds:

Positive Trends: Investors
are typically drawn to trending
sectors that indicate potential
for superior returns due to con-
tinuous positive news flow or
momentum. PSUs/PSBs, along
with the defense, shipbuilding,
and automotive sectors, have
continuously exhibited positive
trends.

Government Support:
Policies and reforms that sup-
port the private sector and gov-
ernment capital expendituresin
core areas like railways, renew-
ables, infrastructure, and energy,
with a planned capex of Rs 21
lakh crore for FY24 and FY25,
have boosted investor confi-
dence.

Valuation Comfort: Many
economy-facing sectors have
experienced turbulent times
over the last decade. The previ-
ous underperformance of this

category offered relative valua-
tion comfort to fund managers
and investors.

New Fund Offerings: New
and emerging sectors and
themes, such as manufacturing,
defense, and special opportuni-
ties presented by various Asset

Management  Companies
(AMCs), have attracted interest.
For instance, the HDFC

Manufacturing fund NFO saw
substantial subscriptions of Rs
9,563 crore.

Returns from These

Funds

According to Value Research
data, sectoral funds in banking,
infrastructure, pharmaceuticals,
and technology have provided
returns in the range of 25.76 per
cent to 73 per cent over the past
year. Thematic funds based on
themes such as consumption,
energy, MNCs, PSUs, and ESG
(Environmental, Social, and
Governance) have delivered re-
turns ranging from 20 per cent
t0 99.54 per cent.

Suitability of These
Funds

Fund managers advise that
the attractive returns provided
by sectoral/thematic funds
should not be the sole reason for
an investor to choose these cat-
egories. Thorough research s es-
sential before investing, as these
funds carry higher risks.

“Investors with along invest-
ment horizon and a higher risk
appetite should consider invest-
ing in sectoral or thematic
funds,” Kavalireddi said.

Net direct tax collections surge nearly 20%

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JULY 13

PERSONAL INCOME tax collec-
tions continue to outpace cor-
poration tax collections, with
cumulative net direct tax col-
lections growing nearly 20 per
cent to Rs 5.74 lakh crore dur-
ing the April 1 to July 11 period
of the ongoing financial year
(2024-25), the Income Tax
Department said in a statement
late Friday.

Personal income tax collec-
tions remain higher than cor-
poration tax collections, with
Securities Transaction Tax (STT)
collections more than doubling
to Rs 16,634 crore in FY25.
Direct taxes primarily consist

PERSONAL INCOME TAX MOP-UP

PERSONAL INCOME tax
collections have risen
more than corporation
tax collections for the last
two financial years. It has
accounted for 60% of the
total net direct tax
collected so far this fiscal

THE GROWTH rate for
personal income tax
collections has been
24.07%. 0On the other
hand, net corporation tax
collections have increased
12.47%to Rs 2.10 lakh
crore

of personal income tax and cor-
poration tax. STT collections,
which are included in overall
personal income tax collec-
tions, surged due to a sharp in-
crease in stock market trading
activity.

During the same period in

FY24, STT collections stood at
Rs 7,285 crore.

Personal income tax collec-
tions have consistently risen
more than corporation tax col-
lections over the last two finan-
cial years. They accounted for
60 per cent of the total net di-

Search operation by Sebi was a
court-approved action: Quant MF

VIVEKKUMARM
MUMBAI, JULY 13

QUANT MUTUAL Fund has in-
formed investors that the search
and seizure operation by the
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Sebi) last month was
not part of any regular process
but was a court-approved action
with respect to an ongoing inves-
tigation.

This is for the first time that

the fund house has acknowl-
edged that the action was not
routine.

The market regulator is prob-
ing the fund house for alleged
front-running activities. In its
email to investors, the fund
house said it has not received any
communication from the Sebi
after the initial inquiries. Quant
MF added thatits offices are cur-
rently functioning normally and
at full capacity, and that there are
no Sebi officials stationed at the

offices. In a separate statement,
the fund house said in the past
three weeks since the Sebi ac-
tion, it has seen net equity out-
flows of Rs 877 crore, which is
less than 1 per cent of its AUM of
Rs 94,000 crore.

“Our liquidity situation re-
mains extremely healthy (as)
more than 54 per cent assets are
very liquid, which includes large-
cap stocks, treasury bills, govern-
ment securities, gold and silver,”
it said. FE

Softbank exits Paytm at loss of $150 mn

PRESSTRUST OFINDIA
NEWDELHI,JULY 13

JAPAN'S SOFTBANK investment
arm Softbank Vision Fund exited
from Paytm in the June quarter at
a loss of around $150 million,
sources aware of the development
said. Softbank invested about $1.5
billionin One97 Communications
— the owner of Paytm brand —in
tranches in 2017.

"Softbank has exited Paytm at
aloss of 10-12 per cent. The total
lossisaround $150 million," one of
the sources said.

Softbank held around 18.5 per
cent stake in Paytm before the
company's initial public offering
(IPO)in2021.Ithelda 17.3 percent
stake through SVF India Holdings
(Cayman) Ltd and 1.2 per cent
through SVF Panther (Cayman)
Ltd. SVF Panther sold its entire
stake during the IPO for Rs 1,689

crore, about $225 million.

"Softbank announced that it
will exit Paytm in 24 months from
the time of the IPO. The exitwasin
line with Softbank's plan.
However, the company did antic-
ipate loss at that time," another
source said.

Softbank had acquired Paytm
shares atanaverage price of about
Rs 800 apiece. Paytm share price
was listed at Rs 1,955, lower by 9
per cent, and has not matched its
issue price of Rs 2,150 apiece to
date. The share price of Paytm
plummeted further after the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) banned

- SoftBaﬂk

File

its associate firm Paytm Payments
BankLtd (PPBL) from carrying out
transactions. It touched anall-time
low of Rs 310 on May 9.

Paytm reported widening of
losses toRs 550 crore in the fourth
quarter of 2023-24 following the
ban on transactions related to its
payments bank.

The company during the re-
ported quarter wrote off Rs 227
crore investment for a 39 per cent
stake in PPBL following future un-
certainties associated withiits busi-
ness operations, including the un-
certainty of any other regulatory
development, etc.
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rect tax collected so far this fis-
cal, according to the data.
Adjusted for refunds, personal
income tax collections in-
creased by 21.41 per cent year-
on-year to Rs 3.46 lakh crore
until July 11 in this financial
year. Including STT, the growth
rate for personal income tax
collections has been 24.07 per
cent. In contrast, net corpora-
tion tax collections have in-
creased by 12.47 per cent to Rs
2.10 lakh crore.

Gross direct tax collections,
before refunds, grew by 23.2
per cent to Rs 6.45 lakh crore
until July 11 of the current fi-
nancial year. Direct tax refunds
have risen by 64.5 per cent to
Rs 70,902 crore during the
same period.

CrUDE WATCH

OIL PRICES SETTLE DOWN

New York: Oil futures prices settled slightly lower on Friday as
investors weighed weaker US consumer sentiment against mounting
hopes for a Federal Reserve rate cut in September. REUTERS
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How India-Russia trade
gap may threaten rupee
internationalisation efforts

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI, JULY 13

IN A strategic move to curb its
burgeoning oil import bill and
reduce dependence on the ex-
pensive US dollar, New Delhi
aims to bolster bilateral trade
with Moscow to $100 billion by
2030.However, the dynamics of
India-Russia trade have been
skewed since the onset of the
Ukraine war in 2022. Russia has
rapidly ascended to become
India’s top oil supplier, but
Indian exports to Russia have
struggled, resulting in a $57 bil-
lion trade deficit in the bilateral
trade worth $66 billion in FY24.
While India has managed to
save over $10 billion by import-
ing cheaper Russian oil in the
last two years and has benefited
from exporting petroleum prod-
ucts by processing Urals crude,
meager exports to Russia mean
that a historic geopolitical op-
portunity to cut dependence on
the expensive US dollar has re-
mained elusive. The Indian
Express explains why continued
unbalanced trade with Russia
could force India to use the
Chinese yuan, which runs
counter to its efforts toward in-
ternationalising the rupee.

Why is the widening
trade gap with Russia
benefiting the yuan?

Unlike India, China has
seized the export opportunities
emerging in Russia amid crip-
pling Western sanctions and a
host of Western companies and
banks exiting the war economy.
Chinese exports to Russia have
actually grown faster than im-
ports of Russian oil. Chinese cus-
toms data shows that shipments
toRussia jumped by 47 per cent
year-on-year to $111 billion in
2023, while imports grew by 13
per cent to $129 billion. The
two-way trade crossed a record
$240 billion in 2023.

Since trade between the two
countries is more balanced com-
pared to India-Russia trade, it has
fostered the use of domestic cur-
rency. The Russian government
has stated that 95 per cent of
trade between China and Russia
occurs in domestic currency. As
aresult, the yuan is the most
sought-after currency in the
Russian stock market, even more
popular than the powerful US
dollar. Russian oil exports are
therefore requesting payments
from Indian refineries in Chinese
currency, while the use of the ru-
pee has remained restricted.
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The biggest challenge has been the reluctance on the part of
the private banks to facilitate trade with Russia due to fear of
Western sanctions. File

How can India
internationalise the
rupee?

Even as India aims to reduce
its dependence on the US dollar,
itdoes not support theyuanasa
currency for settling interna-
tional trade due to recurrent
border tensions with neighbor-
ing China. In July 2022, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is-
sued a circular permitting an ad-
ditional arrangement for set-
tling trade using the rupee.

However, the FY23
Economic Survey states that one
prerequisite for the
emergence of an interna-
tional currency is that it
“needs to be increasingly
used for trade invoicing.”
According to the BIS
Triennial Central Bank
Survey 2022, the US dollaris the
dominant vehicle currency, ac-
counting for 88 percent of global
forex turnover, while the rupee
accounts for just 1.6 per cent.

The survey indicated that if
rupee turnover rises to equal the
share of non-US, non-Euro cur-
rencies in global forex turnover
(4 per cent), it will be regarded
as an international currency.

Why are exports to
Russia challenging?

The biggest challenge has
been the reluctance of private
banks to facilitate trade with
Russia due to fears of Western
sanctions. Most private banks
have significant business inter-
ests in Western countries and
multiple branches that could
face sanctions imposed by the
European Union (EU) and the
US.

To address this, the joint
statement following Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's visit
stressed the need to “increase
Indian exports to Russia” by

" EXPLAINED

strengthening industrial coop-
eration. Indian exporters are
also facing difficulties using the
rupee settlement mechanism
while trading with Russia.
Exporters initially complained
that although the RBI had
launched the mechanism, they
were unable to use it due to the
absence of a Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP) for banks.
Moreover, the ruble and rupee,
unlike the yuan, have experi-
enced considerable volatility,
complicating trade in domestic
currency.

How are Russia
and India
planning to
boost trade?

During Modi's
visit, both countries
decided to eliminate non-tariff
and tariff barriers in trade and
to initiate negotiations for a
trade deal with the Russia-led
Eurasian Economic Union (EEU),
which could ease the flow of
Indian products into the EEU.
The EEU consists of five mem-
ber states: Russia, Belarus,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and
Armenia, representing a $5 tril-
lion economy.

According to the joint state-
ment, India and Russia agreed
to cooperate in manufacturing
sectors such as transport engi-
neering, metallurgy, and chem-
icals.

Russia and India have also
planned the implementation of
joint projects in priority areas
and emphasised the impor-
tance of expanding reciprocal
trade flows of industrial prod-
ucts to increase their share in bi-
lateral trade. The statement fur-
ther reflected discussions on
the migration and mobility
partnership agreement be-
tween the two countries.

With six new models, premium bike sales up 73%

VIKRAM CHAUDHARY
NEW DELHI,JULY 13

THANKS TO six new model
launches, the premium motorcy-
cle segment (350-500 cc) grew a
whopping 73 per cent during the
April-June quarter.
Datareleased by the Society of
Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM) on Friday
shows that the segment ex-
panded from 16,296 units in
Q1FY24 to 28,202 units in
Q1FY25, on the back of six new

bikes - Harley-Davidson X 440,
Hero Mavrick 440, Triumph
Speed 400 and Scrambler 400 X,
the all-new Royal Enfield
Himalayan, and Bajaj Pulsar
NS400Z. Of these, four (X 440,
Speed 400, Scrambler 400 X and
Himalayan) were launched in
2023, and two (Mavrick 440 and
Pulsar NS400Z) were launched
earlier this year. The overall mo-
torcycle segment grew 16.8 per
cent during the period - from
2,737,348 units to 3,197,922 units.

In 2020-21, Harley-Davidson
had tied-up with Hero MotoCorp,

and Triumph with Bajaj, to de-
velop midsize motorcycles both
forglobal and Indian markets. The
four bikes from that partnership
are the X 440 and Mavrick 440,
and the Speed 400 and Scrambler
400 X, respectively.

An automotive analyst told FE
that thereis a clear move towards
purchase of premium motorcy-
cles. “We have seen that as soon
as one starts working, there is a
desire to own a big motorcycle —
one that stands out. Banks and
NBFCs provide the nudge by offer-
ing easy credit facilities,” he said.

“With ESOPs and high levels of
salaries, especially in the BFSI in-
dustry and the services sector,
young people nowadays have
high purchasing power.”

What has helped is that all
these new models are unique.

For instance, those who can-
not afford really high-end Harley-
Davidson and Triumph motorcy-
cles — which are priced above Rs
7-8 lakh, till about Rs 20-30 lakh
- now have a good option in the
Rs 3-4 lakh segment with the X
440, Speed 400 and Scrambler
400X. FE
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P P 28. Dessertwine(7) . Monday July 15 irrational and planetary ruler, isin
pass pass pass gg EI‘OVC lSOtme(Z?e gu11tfy (t7()8) - . Sometimes you can be a real Wanderer. conditions at work d helpflll pOSition,
. Complete, utter, perfec e e
31 Availablo wwhen s (24) Your nomadic instincts are strong, . could be tense. ~ Indicating that
' ’ . With Pluto about to complete you'll rise above the generally
W . _ . . although obviously all those born ; : you o
est led the king of'hearts and continued with a heart to East's ace. East DOWN d 5 b acomplicated series of irritating conditions around
returned the ten of diamonds. Do you expect to make 4S? 1 Leastlengthy (8) Uﬁl ‘ eryour Sl%lrl are l‘lﬁt about to tear up planetary alignments, a great you. You know that you're
South has two possible losers in diamonds. If only North had the jack of dia- 2. Amongothers(9) theirroots and move home. _deal ofpnspoken pote_ntlal 1S I'lght and t_here's little pont _ln
monds instead of the jack of hearts and the QJ of clubs. Thisis truly a case 3. Retain(4) in the air, and frustration may compromise for the sake of it.
of Norctih:f having the wrong cards. Doyou think East can have the king of di- 5. Got back from the pawn-shop ? Tuesday]uly 16 result if you don’t work. SAGITT S (Nov24-Dec23)
amones! (8) You've got a lot on your plate, but don't ARIUS (Nov 24-
East passed TH. He should not have six points. Do you recall what East had 6. Think something s not right (10) get too bogged down with the facts and GEMINI (Maﬁ, 22 -Jlll"le 21 ) Do hf? tleln veryh
inhearts? He had the ace and a small one. East has already shown up with 7. All(mus.)(5) fi fi hat 1l t . The MOOH_S . carefully to what
f(:)t:jrr pT;ntfs(; rh; r: rf;aclIJ T:::) king of diamonds too, he would have bid. What does g. %22((;5)) amind to produceit (5-5) (44) lgtlres, orwna ieg St/ tCﬁ)UH S ?’EOVfV. ;S rEIathnShﬁplWIth othgr peodphe are
YourpayieraIeades 14, Advantageous (10) 26. Hints abouta cookingdevice(4) ~ 19. Beinginline with this, it's not the notan agreement, but the spirit of it. yoursign helps 5ayIng anc dotng.
The Westhand:S-J5H-KQ542D-KJC-K642 17' For each%erson (3.6) 28. As enjoyed by a sick celebrity? same thousand (8) create the_ bright You_ must sympathlse with
TheEasthand:S-93H-A3D-10982C-109853 18 Agreeable (8) ’ (3-4) 22. Compel to do afavour ? (6) Wednesday July 17 and balanced conditions that Elhfef}r n;ar}y various anﬁl often
’ i 29. OK to be embraced by man 23. Many pieces of wood, made to : g s are so important to your 1ticult situations, otherwise
Given that West has the king of diamonds, you have to wish for it to be sin- 19. Denial (8) y VP Your deep sense Odety will be Stlmngv p y

gleton ordoubleton. Rise with the ace and afterdrawing trumps, lead asmall
diamond from your hand hoping West has to play the king. Since he began
with the KJ doubleton, this line works. Tip: When you know a finesse can't

22. Melbourne festival (6)
23. Cryofahen(5)

before producing cheese (7) last? (5)
30. Coffee, and fast, love (8)

31. My clue may be academic for

25. Finish everything rising (3-2)
27. What you might have to pay fora

and itlooks as if you will be acting on the
basis of the right thing to do, rather than

general well-being. If travel is
on the agenda, the results
could be fortunate.

you'll misunderstand their
motives. At work, colleagues
will back your ideas, so why

25. Great Asianriver (5 .
work, do not takeit. 27. Privy to (12 2)“/ ( ) philosophers (6) tour?(4) what you want. not take the lead?
lor- South Vlnerable: . CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
Dealer: South Vulnerable: East/West CRYPTIC CLUES DOWN o Solutions to 2485 Thursday July 18 You've struggled CAPRICORN (Dec23 - Jan 20)
ACROSS 1. Liveswith escort's middle ! ) ) through thick and The general
- : conventions (8) QUICK CLUES Across: 1 Hearing- Well done. You've survived this far, and : lestial situati
1. Torchajoiner leftin church(6) . . impaired. 9 A 10 Ab 1 . thin all by yourself, celestial situation
4. Attempt by Heather to get 2. Freshly minted old money in the impaired,d Amows, etters, 11 thatis no mean feat. The only cloud on but i suits you rather
| NORTH EAST . lation for h S. W. Pacific (3,6) Feltlike,14 Growth,17 Mollygoddllng, b . - b i 3 - utmuc more -
accommodation for horses (8) 3. Pupilon the way to wash (4) 20 Madhyapradesh,23 Arctic, 25 e horizonis a partner's ability to assistance is now available nicely, and many
L N & 1083 10. We linger outside, nevertheless = Trv orabbine stack of hav with Softsoap, 28 Template, 29 Resist, 30 make you jealous. from willing helpers, so people who never gave
763 ¥(J5 (7) the last act of hanky-panl (8) 2 e why not seek advice over youa second thought will
11. Is the first mi bout wi € lastact o hanky-panky Roost,4 Nisei,5 Inane,6 Pledged,7 : .
4 QJ106 495 asnd E]:)r\fenn:érll]]'[elg p?)Létivcv e men 6. Do they offer a sporting chance of Intro,8 Dysphagia, 12 Lolly,13 Keyup, Friday July 19 the coming days rather than soon find t.hemse}ves havmg
[ FAK5H3 | & 08764 composition? (7) success in running the business ? 15 Which,16 Gymnastic, 1_7 Medic, 18 The timeis ripe for pleasure SO ifyou just pressing on 8101:18? tobehavein Caprlcornlan
' 5-5 Otago,19 Dwelt,21 Archaic,22 ; h
12. An exchange of blows, but there's (5-5) . . You're about to receive a ways, or get nowhere.
LeE ’ 7 One takine busi toa Spanish Nausea,24 Taper,25 Steel, 26 are celebratmg today every thlng . i !
nothinginit(4) - One taking business to a spanis Forum, 27 SushiCRYPTICCLUES . ; temporary respite froma Obviously, you'll have a head
13. Stymie at which golfers danced ISlanc! (5) Across:1 Turntoadvantage,9 Rwanda, should go according to plan Youwill perennial problem. start, which is certainly a
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH withrags ?H(G,éil)Cl 8. ?Ilfg;g?ggx;gﬁgf(gs found | 10 Lightens, 11 Classics,14 Shifty,17 soon become more emotionally secure. good thing.
15. Tony initially adds irritation on ' Putout feelers,20 Three thousand, 23 -
D¢ the 3a,ir (6) d 9. Fare badly with his majesty being Ecarte,25 Etcetera,28 Ovalness, 29 LEO (July 2Y4 II‘\ugl'zizlal AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
pass 3De pass INT 16. Dealt with in a patient manner an unusual personality (5) Roughs, 30 Fire worshippers Down: 2 Saturday]uly 20 ou .D S ’ Th 1d
' it oive the rich admissi Unwell,3 Nines,4 Okapi,5 Dolls,6 "1 have flashes of brilli relationships are ere cou
pass pass pass 7 14. Does it give the rich admission to Auguste,7 Tutt,8 Essayists,12 You'll have flashes of brilliance now at a turning be one or two
20. Roar with Doctor Youngat the Sanfrancisco? (6:4) Setae,13 Couch,15 Field,16 Better surrounded by periods of confusion. . hold-ups at home
Yourpartnerleads the five of spadesand dummy'sjackwins the trick. Attrick vehicle outlet (3.4) 17. Global system copes with off,17 Parka,18 Fault,19 Elate,21 What' b aaanilE aar i : point. Youare . ’
e T e | 21 Ambassadorhascaviare o unusialoccutencehere?(3-6) | Tt 23 Aour24 RELw 55 2t more,this could st the pattern unlikely to notice anything mainlybecause
your partner's king. Hereturns the two of heartsand you'playthejack. It wins. superstars (6) 18. Seeaquarterin the game and East's,26 Corgi,27 Thump for the rest of the yedr. right now bl,lt, over the ofa paptner S 0pp051t10r1: .
What choices are you considering? 24. It takes the father and mother of some monstrous goings-on here coming few weeks, you'll ProfeSSIOnal_plans are sailing
have another stab atan along very nicely, although
engagement or association right now you probably feel
which flopped some timeago.  asifyoustill have asupreme
JUMBLED WORDS Difficulty Level 5s _ (@) It will be animmense relief effort to make. You're right,
: | 'Y when personal plans finally but it will be easier than you
Instructions = ' i think, so don'tbe put offb
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to To solve a Sudoku puzzle, l © B111712|5(419|3|6 ; work out in your favour. ma fna WOI'I'ieI;) y
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get everydigitfrom1to9 3 2 1 I (g | VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23 ginary :
the answer for the given quip o : l - | 9/5/6|7/8/3|12 4 1 | (Aug24- €p. )
I - e . dund | 4 i (g | must appear in each of the 4 B 5 B | ! Your emotional PISCES (FEb 20- Mar 20)
would imagine that if you could understan ,atap dancer would drive you crazy.- © el i . 3 42|16/11915 (8|7 ! Moon brings a Something very
MitchHedberg (5,4) ) ) o | . . .
n each of the nine horizontal 1 E | & 43 1/8/68/617/219] challenging and curious 1
BVEER CIIVCS ™ | rowsandineachofthe S - passionate aspect to happening, and you
N | nineboxes. 6 2 8 d ) 21T7T151319(114|6/8] your sign this week, placing an - would be well
H B B M |3 : 6 69 8|47 2(315] e o TRy onthelegal stuation Thelast
() 2 I and friendship, commodities on the legal situation. The last
LNYOO DIISDM - Difficulty Level 5 3 6 7 9 781319 26115 4| that have often been in short thing you want now is to be
| | lvin the past. Whv not ripped off somehow, or find
0| -y . 2= Easy: oy supply p y
ST Veryeasy, =S =Lasy, 11219154 |8|6|7|3] ke ad f that others have taken you for
35 = Medium: 4s = Hard: = . take advantage of a more
— S = Viedium, &S =Hard; l el 5 6 4/1/ 37|18 9 2| relaxed mood at work todefer ~ granted. Acash bonus
319qpaH YA - ‘Aze1d noAdALIp 3E =.Very 1 2 O it e BHLS Bl M IS 18 Bl = M| irksome tasks? pI'OVldes some comfort.
pInom 19ouep de) e ‘9ped ISIOJ\ PUBISISPUN PINOd NOA JI 1eL] JUISELI PINOM | :IOMSUY Genius (7p)
dIASIA ‘SDIAID ANOQT ‘AAF¥d :NOLLN10S

SIS Al &1 B

Uil Pd Taosdl Uaisat, 2d] aieaH, Jd!

3-mieriieate fafhe yaan

fafuet g8 ®at @ dda A
=H Ay g g Supply of 29604 nos. of 5G
Smart phones with a minimum of 3 GB RAM and 32GB data
storage capacity for the use of Jalshiyas working in
different Villages of Jharkhand under SBM [G) and JJM for
the financial year 2023-24 & %1 3-fafasr Ho:-
DWSD/RWR-28/2023-24 fafr — 2012024 Formam PR No.
314931 (Drinking Water & Sanitation)2023-24 & & amfien
HRU | 755 fhar W E |

PR 329549 Drinking Water
and Sanitation (24-25) D

wrdaras aifred,
Yol Ud el UHSH,
idl gf¥ygw, I

Jharkhand Film Development
Corporation Limited
An Undertaking of Government of Jharkhand

Suchana Bhawan, Meur's Road, Beside- Audrey
House, Ranchi, Jharkhand-834008
E-mail: connect.jidclic gmail.com

CORRIGENDUM

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOQI) FOR
SELECTION OF FILM PRODUCTION COMPANY / FIRM
FOR SHOOTING & PRODUCTION OF FILM FEATURING
INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED BAND / ARTIST AT
NETARHAT AND ONE WATERFALL OF RANCHI AS
DECIDED BY THE CORPORATION IN ORDER TO
PROMOTE TOURISM.(PR NO:-329277).

The date to submit EOI has been extended till 18" July
2024; 02:00 PM.,

PR 329589 Jharkhand Film
Deveh:rpme nt Corp Ltd{!#-i S)#D

Sd/-
Managing Director

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Kailash, S/o Moti Ram Phool Singh, R/o H.No. A-752, J.J.
Colony, Madipur, Delhi has Committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in a FIR No. 294/17 U/s 308, 34 IPC at
P.S. Punjabi Bagh, New Delhi and it has been returned to a
warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said Kailash cannot
be found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that
the said Kailash has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Kailash of

FIR No. 294/17 U/s 308, 34 IPC at P.S. Punjabi Bagh, New

Delhi required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complainton or before 29.08.2024.

By order

Ms. Shefali Barnala Tandon

Addl. Session Judge-05

DP/9055/WD/2024(Court Matter) West Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

PUNJAB REMOTE SENSING CENTRE
(A Government of Punjab Enterprise)
PAL Campus, Lodhiana 141004 wwow prac.gov.in
{Advertisement Mo, 04/2024 duted 14.07.2024)

\|'|=|=||_ sticeiis. are imyvited [or the eisls ol Maobile "h_|1|1 I'll_"l.l_']ilt'l-_'1_

lnva Web Application Lweveloper Junier Hescamch Fellow on

comiraciual basis for a period of six montns likely 10 e extended

based on candidatic’'s perionmance g T andd Projecit

schemelCenire’s reguirements. For further detmils sasit website
“““,pn:.gl.n.in

b B

Director

WESTERN RAILWAY

Material Management Department
VARIOUS MATERIALS SUPPLY

E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE No, 5/34/2024 Date 12.07.2024

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General public is hereby informed that this
Girl (depicted in the photo) namely Shivani
Di/o Prem Sagar Rlo 2/119, Harijan Basti,
Gali No. 1, New Rohtak Road, Delhi has
been missing/kidnaaped from her house
since 03.07.2024. In this regard a FIR No.
389/2024 Dated 03.07.2024 has been
registered at PS Sarai Rohilla, Delhi.
sincere efforts have been made by local
police to trace out this girl but no clue has
* come tolight sofar,

Her physical description is as under:-

Sex: Female, Age: 17 yrs., Height: 4' 57 ft., Complexion:
Wheatish, Face: Long, Built: Medium, Wearing: Pink Checked

SHIVANI

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General Public is hereby informed that
one girl Namely: Pushpa, Die: smit.
Lunganshri, Rfe: Jhuggi No. 28, BG-B,
Faschim Vihar, New Delhi, Sex: Female,
Age: 14 Years, Height: 507,
Complexion: Shallow, Face : Round,
Identification Mark: Cut mark on chin,
Wearing: Black Colour Suit & Lower and
Slippers in Feet has been missing/
kidnapped since 05.07.2024 from her
residence. In this regard FIR No. 435/24,
U/s 137(2) BNS, Dated: 07.07.2024 has
been lodged at P.S.: Paschim Vihar
East, New Delhi.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the
missing/kidnapped girl but no clue has come 1o light so far. If
anyone have any information about this missing/Kidnapped girl.
Please inform to the following.

Ph.: 011-24368638, 24368641

Website : http://chi.nic.in
E-Mail ID: cici@cbi.gov.in

PUSHPA

SHO

SN Short Description Of ltems Cuantity T.0.0.

453 | PAD FOR SECOMDARY SUSPEMSHIN 2TE2 Mog | 08-Ausg-24
464 | TWIN BEAM LED HEADLIGHT 800 Salts | 02-Aug-24
455 | SMOKE GREY 26272 Lir | 10-Aug-24
466 | 4.5 KW UNDERSLUNG COMSTANT &8 MNos 10-Aug-24
457 | K TYPE NON ASBESTOS COMPOSITE D047 Nos | 12-Awmg-24

BRAKE BLOCKS

458 | PRIMARY VERTICAL DAMPER G208 Mos | 12-Alg-24
450 | NSTRIBUTOR VALVE TYPE GE0 Mos 12-Aug-24
470 | LOCK FOR UPGRADED HIGH TEMSILE CBG BOBG Mos | 12-Aug-24

Regarding detailed notice EMD, Purchase restrictions and detailed
tender conditions, please visit website www, ireps. gov.in and
www wiindianraibways.gov.im

Like us on: [ facebook.com/WesternRly - Follow us on:EH twitter. com/MWesternRly

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE
OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Chhotey Lal Yadav S/o Muggon Yadav Rlo C-253, PH-1 Qutub
Vihar Road, Goyla Dairy, New Delhi, has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR No.
375/2018 Uls 279/337/304A/34 IPC P.S.: Kirti Nagar Delhi
and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued
that the said accused Chhotey Lal Yadav, cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my salisfaction that the said
accused Chhotey Lal Yadav, has absconded (or is concealing
himself toavoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Chhotey Lal Yadav,
accused of FIR No. 375/2018 U/s 279/337/304A/34 IPC PS.:
Kirti Nagar Delhi is required to appear before this Court to
answer the said complaint on or before 06.09.2024.

By Order
Ms. Sonam Gupta

0337

e . NORTHERN RAILWAY Colour Suitwith Creammy Salwar and White Waist Coat, Fax: 011-24368639  F-5.: Paschim Vihar East, New Delhi | | pp/aoa3mwi2024 CJM West Dist.
il  Invitation of Tenders through E-procurement System A i havi £ . | bout thi i DP/MS107/0D/2024 Ph.: 7065036131, 7877505842 (Court Matter) TEE Hazari Courts, Delhi
Principal Chief Malerials Managar, Morthern Railway, Meaw Dethi-110007 for and on klgiaﬁ]%rgggllr?m;:ﬁﬁdﬂ ﬁ_g;fﬁ_:?;tﬁé fi}ﬁiifm?n;u 15 MISSIng: - S . A —
shall of the President of India, invites e-tender throwgh e-procurement system f 'ng.- i T e
e i e SHO OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE OFFICER,
S. | Tender No. | Brief Description Qty. | Closing Website:http://cbi.nic.in PS: Sarai Rohilla, Delhi NAGAR PANCHAYAT. SHRI BANSHIDHAR NAGAR |
K. Date E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in Ph.: 011-23691335, 23691106 R t for P VE-P t Notice E- Dperl Tender
1 | 082423518 | Liner 160 X 125 X 3 MM 38369 Nos. | 06.08.2024 Tel. No.: 011-24368638/24368641 Mobile: 8750870133 EQUEST | : HI‘) roposa I:ﬂl:lII'IEIIIEll ONIEE Open E-Tender Notice No.
o | 422418334 IFEDT!,I':IH LIghtFlﬂll‘lg Ty '-'v.'atl 2E00 MNas. '{l? Uﬂ- M4 Fax No.: 011-243168639 DP;E?EEFH:EDE# Hll.{:'l_'!‘_.‘!l FOR PROPOSAL NO, UDD/NPSBN/OS/2024-25 Date: 12-07-24 L_.mnzﬁ.‘l'l‘ Dy 11_“?'_2@
oo ol - Request for Proposal are invited on behalf of SHRI BANSHIDHAR NAGAR, NAGAR rTha Div! Ftlb'l?’larﬂrgﬂriElf%t_:t‘Glfﬁrnns;ur
3 | 02241835 | Battery Box ForNon-AC 778MNos, | 08.08.2024 | PANCHAYAT (NPSBN), Jharkhand for work on DBOT basis from reputed and eligible companies / firm/ ar and behalf of the president of India
Coaches 110V ' F RDCLAMATIDN REQUIR[NG THE | Consortiuny/ Joint Ventures having sound Technical and Financial capability for the TI.1|]1'|-'-.1.r i works: invites "Opan E-Tende:r® for following
4 | 02241739 |Batiry FuseBax wrrtos. (oo082024) | PNl SRVSEN [0 H 0 PNl UT OB SCTO )Ml (No.|  DescriptionofPackage | Estimated | Eamest | Tender | Completion | | Works. The last date of anline
5 | 02241892 |KEC Make IEVR-2D Suitable for S0Mos. | 09082024 . Capital & | Money | Fee (Rs) Period E-Tendering ts 12.08.2024 up to 12:30
- P ee seclion I. O&M Cost | (Rsin lac Hrs. All information and tender
S See Section 82 Cr.PC i
B s s LI _ T - r 1 (Rs. in lac) i documents related to E-Tender is
Bl MREAdE Ié_tacﬂuﬁ:;?g AR TR VIR taad g | 1hiaucs ksl t—:_ereas. FOAAIL Nag Deei N hetare Me At SccliEac 1 |Door to Door Collection & Source Segregation of | 950,65 9.50 | 25000.00 | available on website www.ireps.gov.in
7 | 01241778 | Structure Bond 40MM x 6 MM 5029 Nos. |00.09.2024 surindar Kapoor Prop. of M's Bhart] Printars and Packers Municipal Solid Waste, setting up & operation Sr. No. (1) Name of work : (i}
- — — = S bl Rio C-19, Ground Floor, Vijeta Vihar, Sec-13, Rohini, Delhi of Material Recovery facility, Transfer Station & & 16 Month Imlprn'te-meni'l SF 33114 KOV siils staiion tl;.
87 Hinogtae EE?;;';ES;;:""HH AR 1625at 100920291 | | hag committed (or is suspected to have commitied) the offence Tran iﬂ”?;“;“ E':'J[LW-PDE"'F‘-E“_F“"‘% &_?tpemu“ﬂ 6064.07 C“ggéa“,?:;m providing 22 & 11 KV VCB t HIPMFP E |
: . . i - A S—— - ; a We aste Processing Facility an : '
g | 07245022 |Supply, Installation, Commissioning & | 75Set | 11.08.2024 in Case No.512179/16, Case No0.514238/16, Case Engineered S::Iuil:nr»,r Lardfill F-Fl'!:i%l'f'ﬁl' & I"r'II.rI.JniI:i[JFﬂ D&M BJU (i) Improvement of power supply
Teating of Stainleas Steal Tubes . MNo.514428/16, Case No.517259/16, Case No.514426/16 and area as per SWM Rules 2016 & SBM 2.0 arrangement by providing of stand by
10| 07241161  |Injection Mouldad Silant Block 3002 Nos. | 14.10.2024 Case No.514427/16 u/s 138 NI Act, P.S. Karol Bagh, Delhi guidelines, for I'@ah;'lar Panchayat, Shri E.G. 5E1c & .ﬁi:T Ell;['t ijF‘. M:PgﬁEEJUE.
11 | 07243466 |Sealed Glass Unit For LHB Fixad 10103 Mos. | 16.10.2024 : ; Banshidhar Magar, Garhwa in Jharkhand, on a pprox. Cost (in Ks.) : 1,94 69 36854
Windew . and I’rhhas b‘EEn raturneg Iu‘a warr;nr of arrest thErEUPfD” issued long-term Design, Build, Operate and Transfer Earnest Moneylin Rs.): 2.47400.00
12| 07240080 | Safety Wire Rope For Brake Beam | 24994 Nos. | 17.10.20za | | I8t the said accused Surinder Kapoor cannot be found and _ _|DBOT) basis with 20 years O&M i || |cost of Tender document (in Rs)
Al Dras1s B T Sl ot PRTTRTI PFey whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said 2 Publication of Tender on Website 13.07.2024 || | (Non-refundable): 00.00
Ll . Sl accused Surinder Kapoor has absconded (or is concealing 3 Last date for receiving queries 13.07.2024 i - Hahle |
14| 072411584 Elemrgﬂun'{rlem For Cantra Pivot 2707 Nos. | 24 10,2024 H it e : fh " t]_ 4 Pre hid meeting 30.07.2024 The Et‘l}'u:'ﬂ Tender nolice is _-E\'-EI'd:[:”E
e T P e R L A S e . 5 Last Date/Time for Recelpt of bid Online 30.07.2024 By 3:.00 PM | [EHRelEbe e P, g e 1]
15| 07241168 |Ancher Link 2358 Nos. | 3010.2024| | | Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Surinder 6 Opening of technical bid 31.07.2024 By 4:00 PM || (9F RAILSAY TG DEAL. WITH
16 | 09242386 i:il"‘i‘.‘c.i:}'ﬁ'l;TT.E;*-“P'?“ 4329 Nos. | 01.11.2024 Kapoor of Case No.512179/16, Case No.514238/16, Case 7 Official Inviting Tender Administratar, NP. Shri Banshidhar Nagar LEEEE? mfr?':f{ag i‘;‘;mf',':,fﬁiﬁ"
oot i No.514428/16, Case No.517259/16, Case No.514426/16 and _g_i Mﬂb'E'E Nul'“bfr : E’””?EH?‘% S mmlgth; B
f = mal npsonagar@gmall.com ' |
17 | 08242782 ::Lal:l I:I!.:jnrﬁ.rrangernurn ficar 2130 Mos 1 28.11.2024 [:35? Ndlfl ..t51 442?!16 I.gs-f1 BE ';-IIA.C::,I F..i. :‘Lal'ﬂll Eagh,t:lﬂ Ehl |j _].E_l |:|-E|_F."|IHE N‘UF‘HI]EF E'!:._E'F rocurement ':-E” | I E;SIgFIFiD E'rl}' reason, !JG
oxn Wagaon required to appear before this Courl to answer the sal ' . o . Divl. Rall. Manager (ElectiG), Sonpur
; Only e-tenders are acceptable, Further details can be seen on website http://iharkhandtenders.govin
Nota: 1. Viendors may visit the ireps website | 5. hitps-flireps.govin [E]#E] | | complainton or before 14.08.2024. By Ordef, | | 3 cantractorshould be registered in appropriate class as per NIT, LF:MHEE”EEE;EGEH”"H’EEMD |
for detaiks, 2. No Manual offer will be entertained Nitish Kumar Sharma | 3. Estimated cost/ Quantity may vary.
Tender Notice No.: 32/2024-25 Dated: 12.07.2024 213772024 05 Metropolitan Magistrate-01, NI Act, Room No.201, | | ' Administrator,
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE DP/3094/CDI2024 CBA-Il, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi | PR 329527 Urban Development(24-25)4D NP, S.B. Nagar.
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Uruguay coach
Bielsalaunches
scathing tirade

Charlotte:Uruguay coach Marcelo
Bielsa thinks his players deserve an
apology, not sanctions, for going into
the stands at Bank of America
Stadium and participating in a fight
with Colombia fans following his
team's 1-0 Copa America semifinal
loss. An angry Bielsa criticised tour-
nament organizers for not doing
enough to protect the families of play-
ers seated behind the Uruguay bench
and he justified players taking mat-
ters into their own hands to protect
their loved ones. "We are in the
United States, the country of security,”
Bielsa said through an interpreter
during an emotional 45-minute news
conference Friday. "How can you not
defend your mother, your sister, a
baby? If they did not do it, they would
have been condemned by all of us.”
CONMEBOL, South American soccer's
governing body, said on Thursday its
disciplinary committee opened anin-
vestigation. Asked if he feared sanc-
tions for his team, Bielsa grew irate.
"The sanction does not have to be for
the footballers, but for those who
forced them to act like this. This is a
witch hunt. Itis a shame.” AP

Khatua's name
missing from WA list

New Delhi: Shot putter Abha Khatua's
name was surprisingly missing from
the Indian athletics team's list of
Olympic participants published by
World Athletics, even as she currently
trains in Poland ahead of the Paris
Games. Khatua, who qualified for the
Olympics through world ranking
route, left the country for Spala in
Poland on Thursday, along with other
track and field athletes. Mysteriously
enough, the World Athletics’ list of
participants for the Paris Games pub-
lished on Friday night had only 29
Indian track and field athletes, instead
of 30 names entered by AFI through
the Indian Olympic Association, with
Khatua's name missing. AFI officials
and Khatua weren't available for a re-
sponse on Saturday. PTI

Antim, Aman seeded
4th and 6th

New Delhi: World Championships
bronze medallist Antim Panghal
(women's 53kg) and immensely tal-
ented Aman Sehrawat (men's freestyle
57kg) have been seeded fourth and
sixth in their respective weight cate-
gories which should help them avoid
tough rivals in the initial bouts of the
wrestling competition at the Paris
Olympics. Vinesh Phogat, who will
compete in the women's 50kg weight
class,and rest of the Indian contingent
are unseeded and will be placed ran-
domly in the draw closer to their
events. PTI

Head Coach Ponting

leaves Delhi Capitals

New Delhi: Delhi Capitals on Saturday
parted ways with head coach Ricky
Ponting after seven unsuccessful years
in their quest for an elusive IPL silver-
ware, the franchise announced on so-
cial media. While it is still early days,
there is every possibility that Sourav
Ganguly, the current Team Director of
DC, could double up as the head coach
next season. “As you move on as our
head coach, we are finding it incredi-
bly difficult to put it down in words.
The four things that you told us about
in every huddle -- care, commitment,
attitude and effort, they sum up our
seven years together,” DC posted on
their official 'X" handle. PTI

INDIAVS ZIMBABWE T20IS

Jaiswal justifie

VINAYAKKMOHANARANGAN
JULY'13

TWO SATURDAYS apart, the mood couldn't
have been more different in Harare. After be-
ing bowled out for 102 while chasing 116 in
the first T20I, India overpowered Zimbabwe
in the fourth match, winning by 10 wickets to
clinch the series 3-1. Sure, it was on a fresh
pitch — one where the ball came along quite
nicely with the new ball especially - but it
still underscored how India have managed
to turn things around after that rusty start.
And leading that charge was Yashasvi
Jaiswal. How do you tell an opener who just
smashed a 47-ball 100 with 10 sixes that you
have to bat at No 3 immediately from the next
match? Suppose itbecomes easier to explain
when the player replacing you at the top is
someone as talented as Jaiswal. Abhishek
Sharma's stunning century in the second
match notwithstanding, India went with
Jaiswal as Shubman Gill's opening partner the

PREVIEW: EURO FINAL

DECLAN RICE,

ENGLAND MIDFIELDER

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

“On Sunday, all of us will run through brick walls,
do anything to win this game. Whether that's in
90 minutes, 120, we'll give it absolutely
everything. That's all we can ask of each other.”

Blue chip vs blue-collar

Spain’s exhilarating and eye-catching game goes up against England’s scrape-and-grind approach in the final at Berlin

SANDIPG
JULY 13

FOR AGES, Spain and England embodied the
contrasting philosophies of football. Short,
intricate passing game pitched against long-
ball hoofing trial and error, organised build-
up meeting a kick-and-rush charge.

But over the years, with the influx of
Spanish managers in the premier league —
three of the top four teams last season were
helmed by Spaniards — their worlds gravi-
tated. Hence, viewing the Spain-England
Euro final through the conventional prisms
is counter-intuitive. Rather, at the heart of
the encounter is a bigger and older debate
that has piqued the deepest of its thinkers.

What works in a tournament conquest?
Playing beautiful football or a scrape-and-
grind approach? Is it better to be a beautiful
loser than a boring winner? Could idealism
defeat utilitarianism?

Spain has produced the most exhilarat-
ing brand of football since the first batch of
Tiki Taka-ians; their rhythmic, synchronised
movements, the sudden explosions of pace
on the wings, the sense of self-expression,
the serendipitous midfield, their sophisti-
cated interlocking, the unfazed backline. Luis
de la Fuente’s men have re-instilled beauty
into tournament football.

Spain seemed to exist in a parallel uni-
verse, a rarefied space of excellence, immune
to fickleness of form and fortune, freezing
every adversary in the square light of their
technical shine. It’s not that they have won
seven games that matter, but how they won,
with an aura, with an invincibility.

The path to the final could not have been
more different for England.

Spain sped through a six-lane highway;
England dragged through hairpin bends and
muddy lanes. Without moments of sheer in-
dividual brilliance, England would have bit-
ten the dust. The stoppage time goals against
Slovakia, the magnificence of Jude
Bellingham, the assuredness of Jordan
Pickford against Switzerland, Bukayo Saka’s
wispy curler; Ollie Watkins’s added-time op-
portunism. England’s existence in the tour-
nament has been shaky; watching them toil
was frustrating; caution remained the un-
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Spain’s wonder kid Lamine Yamal (L) and teammates have a lighter moment during training on the eve of the final. Reuters

derlying theme, even though their play has
not been cynical or negative.

It was just that they struggled to ignite,
not for the dearth of talented individuals or
anordinary set of coaches. But just that they
could not knit together extraordinary indi-
vidual skill to create something more majes-
tic than they had exhibited so far.

Green shoots

There are green shoots of hope — the 35
minutes against Netherlands in the first half,
the enhanced mobility of Harry Kane, the
growing influence of Declan Rice.

But fate has bunched both in the final in
Berlin, where the route they traversed would
matter less than the destination. “We are
here, and that’s what matters,” coach Gareth
Southgate would chirp after edging past the
Netherlands.

He pointed to the reality of England im-
proving with every game and peaking to-
wards the end game, or that timely contri-
butions have arrived from various players.
That’s what it is all about — unlike season-
long leagues that require sustained domina-
tion, one good/bad/fortunate/unfortunate
evening could change the outcome of the fi-
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nal. The past offers valuable lessons, and op-
timism for England.

It's not always that the best team in the
final wins; Portugal in the 2016 edition did-
n’'t win a single game in the group stages,
scratched through the final, where an ob-
scure forward’s hit-and-hope 25-yarder de-
cided the title. On such accidents of fate,
sometimes, hinge the destiny of a tourna-
ment. Or the more extreme instance of
Greece’s march in 2004. The forces that con-
trol it are different to those that govern
league football. And England, for all their
mediocrity in the campaign, possess elite tal-

ents, on the field and the bench.

They have illustrated grit and resolve to
remain immune to criticisms, found a way
to overturn deficits and to summon a spirit of
indefatigability in duress, bound by a sense of
siege mentality. Evident is an if-not-now-
never sentiment.

Since Southgate assumed the office,
England shed their underachieving mill-
stone. Two finals, a semifinal and a quarter-
final, he has achieved more success than any
other English coach since Alf Ramsey, orches-
trator of their lone World Cup success. None
of the tournaments began with England as
favourites; even in the knockout games they
eventually lost, they were seldom the irre-
pressible champions-in-waiting, but equals
or even marginal underdogs. Here, though,
they are certainly, and that could be a bless-
ing. And a fitting end to an era where England
were un-hyped but punched above their
weight. None would begrudge if England re-
sist Spain.

Start of an era

Contrastingly, it’s the start of an era for
Spain. Easily the best team in a tournament
where most teams looked cagey and con-
scious, lacking in peaks of extreme quality,
Spain was the kiss of god, a breath of fresh
air, the force that masked the fatigue of a
turgid tournament.

This Spanish team is worth living and dy-
ing for, except that they need to prove they
are resistant to the fluctuating fortunes of a
knockout game.

They need the stamp of greatness, which
only silverwares could validate. They would-
n’t want the fate of Socrates’ romantics of
1982 or Ferenc Puskas’s Magic Magyars of
1954 to befriend them. They wouldn’t want
to be remembered as beautiful losers like
Johan Cruyff’s Total Football.

It's their chance to prove that beauty and
utility could coexist in the sport, that great
teams win no matter what. Whatever hap-
pens, this would be defined as Spain’s Euro,
or that of its wondrous star, Lamine Yamal,
but the final would be about how they would
be remembered. Spain as beautiful losers or
England as scrappy winners?

A debate as old as the game, and still no
closer to finding the answer.

Spain has had 9 goalscorers but England can ‘bring it home’

SANDIPG
JULY 13

FROM AN overload on the left, to pacy
wingers on both flanks, to a midfield
metronome, England have a lot to deal with
against Spain in the final of the European
Championship. But can they find a way?

Attack Spain’s vulnerable left

Marc Cucurella is energetic and dogged,
but he is not super quick in getting back to
his defensive zone. He often overlaps and un-
derlaps Williams upfield, an effective combi-
nation on the attacking front, but less so
when defending. A lot of times Spain over-
loads on the left, a triangle of Rodri, Fabian
Ruiz and either Cucurella or Nico Williams.
So if England could dispossess them, they
could quickly maraud forward, as Spain take
time when transitioning from offence to de-
fence, and they often hold a high line.

This could open up spaces behind the
curly-haired full-back for Bukayo Saka to ex-
ploit. Saka has been their most potent for-
ward (18 shot-creating actions, most by an
England player)and he had skinned Cucurella
several times in the Premier League. His
crosses —and Kyle Walker's—could trouble
Spain, as they are relatively slack in defending
back-post crosses. The goal France scored was
a classic instance, and there were numerous
other instances when they have lived on the
edge. Germany too exploited the space but
were undone by clumsy finishing.

Ingeneral, Spain’s backline is not as impreg-

moment the Mumbaikar was available to
play and he offered up areminder that he de-
served that every bit with a boundary-filled
53-ball 93.India scored 156/0 to canter home
after arguably Zimbabwe's best batting per-
formance in the series wasn't nearly enough.

Sample this for his dominance:
Zimbabwe hit 10 fours in their 20 overs as
they made afairly solid 152/7. But the Indian
openers hit 10 fours in the first 4 overs, with
Jaiswal racing off the blocks to hit 8 of those
himself. He finished with three fours more
than Zimbabwe (13) and one fewer six (2)as
India broke the run-chase early to cruise
through to the finish line.

It wasn't all bad from Sikandar Raza's
men though. Having been asked to bat first,
they had their best start to a batting innings
this series. Their highest opening partner-
ship before this match was 9. But after a cou-
ple of superb deliveries from Khaleel Ahmed
to start the match, Wessly Madhevere and
Tadiwanashe Marumani found some early
momentum. An overthrow for four, balls

S
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HOW ENGLAND COULD TAKE ADVANTAGE OF SPAIN’S HIGH LINE

WALKERTO SAKA... SAKA FLIES

Right back Kyle
Walker can win
the ball and pass
the ball quickly to
right winger
Bukayo Saka, who
could ratchet up the pace and
storm past Marc Cucurella and
Aymeric Laporte, as Spain usually
play a high line and are relatively
slower in transition.

SAKA CUTS IN SHOOTS | PASSES

Saka could then
cutin, pass the ball
to Phil Foden in
the centre, or
Harry Kane on his
left or take along
shot on goal himself. The idea is to
catch Spain napping in defensive
transitions.

Player running with ball ——=

nable as the number of goals they have con-
ceded suggest. They have shipped injust three
goals in seven games, but both Croatia and
Germany were hideously wasteful, with Kai
Havertz, Niclas Fullkrug and Thomas Muller
all spurning good chances. Their expected
goals against total was 6.2, which s higher than

Yashasvi Jaiswal celebrates on reaching
his half-century in Harare. P11

England's 5.7. But England have to latch onto
their chances. Coincidentally, England's strong
suit is their right-side, all of their goals from
open play coming through the right.

The peculiar vulnerability of Spain could
tempt Southgate to start Ollie Watkins (pos-
sibly for Harry Kane), as he is adept at run-

Sample this for his dominance:
Zimbabwe hit 10 fours in their
20 overs as they made a fairly
solid 152/7. But the Indian
openers hit 10 fours in the first4
overs, with Jaiswal racing off the
blocks to hit 8 of those himself.

strayed on the pads, and a dropped catch (al-
beit a tough one) by Shivam Dube all played
a part as India struggled to breakthrough.
But an impressive 63-run partnership
came to an end thanks to India’s part-timers.
Marumani was playing well but as it hap-
pens against a non-regular bowler, a not-so-
great ball ened up resulting in a wicket.
Abhishek, who didn't get to bat but showed
once more that heis ahandy bowlerinaT20
set-up, struck first with a short ball but ben-
efited due to the longer boundary on one

epaper.indianexpress:com .- .

ning behind the defenders and finding pock-
ets of space.

Cutting the wings

Reducing the influence of Spain’s fleet-
footed wingers, Lamine Yamal especially,
would be England’s primary endeavour. A
three-man defence with wingbacks falling
back looks resourceful on paper. But it is far
more complicated, because they are not
dealing with two headless chicken wingers.
Yamal and Williams have pace to burn, tricks
to navigate narrow alleyways, expertise to
keep the ball and intelligence to compute the
best possible scenario. The dilemmas are
many. If you overload one avenue, the escape
route presents through the other flank.

Most of Spain’s excursions have arrived
through the left (46 percent as opposed to
31 through the right). It's a deliberate ploy to
facilitate space for Yamal to swing his devas-
tating left-foot. No Spaniard had matched his
chances created (16) since Xavi Hernandez’s
haul at Euro 2012. He is many players in one:
creator, provider and destroyer. The speedy
pair account for 46 per cent of Spain’s total
attempted take-ons, and passing to each
other has been a common feature too.
England would likely man-mark Yamal, the
sturdy Marc Guéhi the likeliest candidate,
but it has to be a collective effort.

Possibly, England would start with the
specialist left-back Luke Shaw, who offers
more offensive threat than Kieran Trippier.
The hour has arrived for Declan Rice to re-
vive his Arsenal touch.

At the same time, England cannot afford

side. Zimbabwe's next wicket would fall the
same way, as Shivam Dube too got in on the
act the very next over to dismiss Madhever.
India applied the brakes just enough be-
fore Raza's fireworks. Speaking at the toss, cap-
tain Gill identified death overs bowling as an
area of concern for this Indian bowling unit.
Death bowling is not supposed to be easy. If it
were, cricket would perhaps use a less omi-
nous phrase to describe it. And so India leaked
some runs in the backend, thanks mainly to
the aggressive approach of Raza.
Washington Sundar, who has otherwise
had a fine series with the ball so far, was hit
over midwicket on the longer side by a brilliant
Raza slog. Khaleel Ahmed went for 18 runs in
anexpensive 17th over. Ravi Bishnoi conceded
five wides with awild delivery in the 18th. But
Tushar Deshpande, expensive on debut, dis-
missed Raza and Khaleel closed out with a
double-wicket 20th over as India ended up
conceding 54 runs off the last 30 balls.
Atarget of 153 did however feel sub-par
despite Raza hoping the pitch would slow

over-committing because the threats could
arrive from different zones. Apart from the
flanks, they are schooled in moving the ball
through the central channels and have anim-
perious forward in Dani Olmo, whose svelte
movements could penetrate low blocks and
breach lines with a swordsman’s precision.
The midfield duo of Rodri and Fabian Ruiz
are pass-masters who could weave spaces
and thread perfectly-constructed balls. Not to
discount the long-ball serving of goalkeeper
Unai Simon. Or the nugget that Spain had
nine different goal scorers.

Stifle Rodri

“The computer,” is what coach Luis de la
Fuente calls Rodri. It's hard to define one stand-
out gift of his, because heis a sum of everything.
How many times has he scored stoppage time
winners for Manchester City, not to forget the
clincher in City’s maiden Champions League fi-
nal. Every move passes through him. Hewasin-
volved in 30 attacking build-ups this Euro.
Handing him the powers to conduct the game
is as good as drowning in the water. England
could take aleaf out of Arsenal’s manual when
the two teams last met. In that game, Rice and
Martin Odegaard tightly marked him, press-
ing him relentlessly and disrupting the great
disruptor. Rice would have to avail the services
of Rodri’s club colleague, Phil Foden, whose
work rate off the ball would be as valuable.

To an extent Germany, too, succeeded in
limiting him by asphyxiating him in his own
half, forcing the defenders and goalkeeper to
ping long balls over the midfield to the ad-
vanced wing-men.

down further. The key to the chase was the
start Jaiswal provided, racing to a 29-ball
half-century, while Gill took his time. The
skipper was on 15 off 16, then smashed a six
over extra cover off Raza for a shot-of-the-
series contender. In the very next over, he
slapped two forehand square cuts for two
fours, and followed by a punch past mid-off.
His strike rate went from below 100 to 160
in the space of 2 overs and he finished un-
beaten on a 39-ball 58.

"Today you just have to hold up our hands
and say they batted us out of this game," Raza
said at the end. "We weren't able to chase in
the first match, so very pleasing to do that to-
day," Gill added. In the end, it was a one-sided
contest just a week after afamous Zimbabwe
win set up the series quite fascinatingly.
BRIEF SCORES: Zimbabwe: 152 for 7 in 20
overs (Wessly Madhevere 25, Tadiwanashe
Marumani 32, Sikandar Raza 46; Khaled
Ahmed 2/32)lost to India: 156 for noloss in
15.2 overs (Yashasvi Jaiswal 93 not out,
Shubman Gill 58 not out).
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Barbora Czechs in at SW19

Krejcikova defeats Paolini, to emulate idol Novotna and add to an already impressive trophy collection

NAMITKUMAR
JULY13

NOT MERELY is Barbora Krejcikova a former
World No. 2 and Grand Slam singles champion,
but with a total tally of 10 doubles Majors and
an Olympic gold, she has already racked up a
near-Hall of Fame career this decade.

Despite that, as a new crop of young, at-
tacking champions - the likes of Iga Swiatek,
Coco Gauff and Aryna Sabalenka - have risen
to prominence, Krejcikova has remained one of
the under-appreciated recent IMajor winners.

All that should now change.

On a tense afternoon at Centre Court,
Krejcikova defeated Jasmine Paolini, the spir-
ited seventh seed from Italy, 6-2, 2-6,6-4 ina
final of sometimes top-tier tennis, and some-
times nerve-jangling, to win the Wimbledon
title. She became the fourth Czech woman,
after Marketa Vondrousova (2023), Petra
Kvitova (2011,2014),and her inspiration and
mentor, Jana Novotna (1998), to do so. “I
think that nobody could have believed it...
that I could get to the final and then win
Wimbledon. I still cannot believe it,”
Krejcikova said on court after the final.

As the 31st seed, few (including herself)
would have given her a chance at the start
of the tournament, and even less so after she
just about edged Veronika Kudermetova in
the first round in a three-hour long
marathon. “It's definitely the best day of my
tennis career, what just happened. The best
day of my life,” she added, holding the Venus
Rosewater dish aloft. “It was a great final,
and in the end, I was the lucky one.”

Paolini may have been swept aside by
World No. 1 Swiatek in last month’s French
Open final, but she found herself to be a re-
silient, threatening presence in a knife-edged
final. It could have easily gone her way had it
not been for two critical errors that came off
the Italian’s racquet late in the third set.

After each splitting the first two sets, ral-
lies were tightened and nerves caught up in
the decider. Krejcikova mixed in variety and
patience to fashion a break point opportunity
inthe seventh game which Paolini admirably
defended. But the Italian gifted the initiative
with a double fault.

Proceedings threatened to turn one last
time with Krejcikova feeling the heat while
serving for the Championships and Paolini

Barbora Krejcikova defeated Jasmine Paolini 6-2,2-6, 6-4 tolift the trophy.

Retuers

sniffing blood. The Italian saved two match
points and momentum was flowing her way.
But she netted a simple putaway second serve
return and Krejcikova found a big first serve
to close out the match. Paolini had come ever
so close, but Krejcikova had
lifted her game on the big-
ger points, and escaped
with the title.

Krejcikova’s playing
style is a departure from
the hardline attacking
baseliners that dominate
the women'’s game today.
All timing and variation,
she brings plenty of crafti-
ness from her great dou-
bles career. Her formidable
backhand slice sucks the
pace out of the baseline ex-
changes. Earlier this week,
she expertly neutralised hard hitters like Elena
Rybakina and Jelena Ostapenko.

The more defensive-minded Paolini was
expected to be a different kind of challenge,
but Krejcikova’s greatest strengths had her
fully on top in the opening exchanges. The
Czech could not have played a better first set
- making 90% of her first serves, winning 84%

Jana was the one that
told me | have potential
and that | should turn
pro and before she
passed away she told
metogoandwina
Grand Slam.”

BARBORA KREJCIKOVA
ON HER IDOL JANANOVOTNA

of the points behind it, fashioning four break
points, and converting two.

She used her variety and precise ground-
strokes to disrupt her opponent’s thythm and
extract errors. The scoreline suggests a
washout but many of the
games were decided on
points that went above 15
shots, Krejcikova giving
Paolini no pace to redirect
and spread her around
the court before finding
the right opportunity to
strike. The Italian was
found to be too tentative,
her serve lacking bite.

Yet, the momentum
ebbed in the second set,
Paolini found another
gear. Instead of waiting to
redirect pace from the
other side of the net, she injected more pace
into her own groundstrokes and took the
initiative. In the blink of an eye, the Italian
found an early break and stayed on top to
level the match.

Krejcikova looked rattled and panicked
with Paolini’s newfound aggression. The
Czech had hit 10 winners and eight unforced

Wimbledon, do cheer the young
champ but also love the G.O.A.T

SANDEEP DWIVEDI
JULY13

IT’S Carlos Alcaraz vs Novak Djokovic on the
final Sunday of the Wimbledon once again.
Last time Djokovic tried but failed to win the
title or the hearts of the fans. He gave his best,
played his part in making it an epic, said the
right things after the loss and even shed tears.
Still it wasn’t enough to win over the straw-
berry-cream consuming regulars.

There was one touching moment from
that match. It was when Djokovic got the
microphone in hand. “I have to move on
and be stronger hopefully,” he said just be-
fore his eyes fell on his eight-year-old son
Stefan in the box. “My son, he is still smil-
ing.” he said and he broke down. “I love you
... thank you for supporting me .. Iwill give
you a big hug.” It was actually the father
who needed the hug. Djokovic couldn’t
have said the same to the majority in the
stands. Stefan, his mother and sister, and
the few others around him were maybe the
only ones who wanted Djokovic to beat the
20-year-old Spaniard.

This Sunday, on the same stage, the very
same cast will again converge. For the sequel,
thereis a slight change in the look of the lead
character. Djokovic wears a knee cap, a
prominent reminder of the knee surgery he
had 25 days back. On sporting fields such sto-
rylines draw sympathy. But not if you are
called Novak Djokovic. The script too is ex-
pected to be the same, though a new twist
to the climax can’t be ruled out. Djokovic can
be the winner but he surely wouldn’t be a
popular one.

In his Round of 16 match, he felt he was
booed. There are many who say he read the
crowd wrong. In the semi-final win over
Lorenzo Musetti, he had a wry smile on his
face when someone in the crowd let out a
shout to distract him during rallies and again
when he was about to serve. “I hope Djokovic
doesn'’t take this personally,” said a scared
commentator. Djokovic’s “Gooodnight”
taunt after the “Boooos” has made the
Wimbledon stake-holders nervous. The
Gentlemen were called unfair, how could
that be fair?

Djokovic didn’t wish them Gooodnight
again but did use his racket and play the vi-
olin. The Serb has done it before, he said the
play acting was for his daughter, who has
found aliking for the instrument. Others say
he was giving a sad background score for the
gloom around the court, setting the mood
for the ones not happy with him winning,.
Boos would be heard again. Djokovic, like the
conductor, would coordinate the cat calls.

The English press say Djokovic has em-
braced the role of Wimbledon’s pantomime
villain. It's actually a headline in aleading na-
tional newspaper. He is being called over-
sensitive, blamed for turning everything into

Novak Djokovic acts as if he is playing the violin, his daughter’s favourite
instrument but it has been seen as him dissing his haters after a win. AP

a ‘Him vs The World’ tirade, seen as some-
one needy, trying too hard to get love and
adoration.

He is even being compared to Elon Musk,
the egoist tycoon who “craves recognition of
his successes in the form of public adoration”.
Brutal conclusions follow this bizarre com-
parison. The article ends with a profound line
that goes thus - “You can’t buy love. You can’t
bully your way toiteither.” They say he hears
voices. When they say Ruuuu, he hears Booo.
Maybe, if one has walked in Djokovic’s shoes
for the past 37 years, you do.

If he wins the final on Sunday, Djokovic
will have 8 Wimbledon titles, same as
Federer. But will that make him more popu-
lar than the Swiss? Never. It’s the same story
at the French Open where Rafael Nadal will
rule forever. What about the US Open? Here’s
a short story that will help.

A Roddick-US Open backstory

After losing to him in the 2008 US Open
quarter-finals, Andy Roddick had pushed
Djokovic against the changing room’s metal
locker and threatened violence. The two had
arunning verbal battle throughout the tour-
nament and now it had come to this.

Roddick was the one who started it. Before
the match, at the press conference, the
American had ridiculed the Serb’s frequent
injuries. “It could be bird flu, anthrax ... it
could be anything,” he had said. The reporters
had chuckled. Djokovic didn't like it. At the
post-match on-court interview he said, “it
wasn'’t nice to say that I was faking injury”.

Now, Roddick was peeved and he wanted
to settle the matters like thugs do. It was the
sudden appearance of the Serb’s intimidat-
ingly burly fitness trainer that separated the
two. He didn’t suffer physical harm but
Djokovic was hurt. Did it heal with time? Not
exactly. After many years, as recently as last

year, when Djokovic won his record 24th
Grand Slam title at the US Open, who did the
organisers call to hand over the trophy? Andy
Roddick. And then they say he was over-re-
acting.

The mystery of why “they say Ruuuu and
he hears Booo” starts from the days a young
Djokovic’s ear drums had vibrated to the
sound of screaming F-117s bombers in the
late 90s. Even after he travelled the world and
became a tennis pro the anger of those days
stayed with him. He has said in interviews
how he could never understand why NATO
nations joined together to bomb the streets
of his tiny nation.

Spiritual path

With time those wounds healed, he took
a spiritual path, his faith taught him to for-
give and forget. He understood that he would
always be the third-wheel in the Nadal-
Federer era but what has perplexed him was
the indifference and hate that he evoked
even after they left the scene.

He has tried to find peace but the quest is
far from over. Mark Hodgkinson’s intriguing
book Searching for Novak: The Man behind
the enigma, mentions the tennis great’s close
bond with the late basketball legend Kobe
Bryant. He writes how the two shared expe-
riences of handling ups and downs.

This week at Wimbledon the GOATs
would have spoken a lot. And Kobe would
have reminded Djokovic of one of his quotes
he really liked. “Haters are a good problem
to have. Nobody hates the good ones. They
hate the great ones,” Kobe would often say.
Wimbledon this Sunday needs to be kind to
the champion player who has given the
world endless entertainment. They can at-
tempt to prove Kobe wrong,.

They can cheer for Alcaraz but also try
loving the great Djokovic.

INELITE COMPANY

2 Barbora Krejcikova becomes

one of only two active female

players, the other being
Simona Halep, to have won both
Wimbledon and the French Open.
3 Krejcikovais the second-

lowest ranked Wimbledon

champion. The lowest was last
year's winner and her compatriot

Market Vondrousova, who was
unseeded and World No. 42.

2 Beset by injury, Krejcikova

AsWorld No. 32,

had won only two singles

matches in the five months
between the end of the Australian
Open and the start of Wimbledon.

errors in the first set. Those numbers stood
at four and 14 respectively in the second.

Paolini’s comeback was unquestionably
in the ascendency at the start of the third
set. The match had a different flow to itand
the games were moving at a much quicker
speed than Krejcikova would prefer.

Yet, the Czech was able to lock inon serve
and stay focused on the important points.
Even as she was gifted the crucial break-
through, with Paolini’sill-timed double fault
giving her the break, she needed to find her
very best serving form to stave away a late
lapse and coast to the trophy.

It is worth remembering the summer
belongs to Paolini. At 28, she is a late
bloomer. But this year, witha WTA 1000 ti-
tle in Dubai and back-to-back French Open
and Wimbledon finals (the first to do so
since Serena Williams in 2016), she has
proven her all-surface pedigree that even
the top-ranked players on the tour have
not. Eyes will be firmly planted on whether
she can reset from the two disappoint-
ments and keep her momentum going. But
the day and glory belongs to Krejcikova,
who emulated her idol's dream with an
emotional run.

MEN'’S FINAL: DJOKOVIC VS ALCARAZ

Players in opposite ends
of their careers eye history

NAMITKUMAR
JULY13

ON SUNDAY, Novak Djokovic will play his 37th
Major final. Carlos Alcaraz will play his fourth.

Djokovic will be vying for an all-time
record-setting (man or woman) 25th Grand
Slam singles title. Alcaraz will be vying for his
fourth. Djokovic aims to equal Roger Federer’s
tally of eight Wimbledon titles. Alcaraz hopes
to become just the sixth man to win the
French Open and Wimbledon in the same
year in the Open Era.

It remains astonishingly rare for two play-
ers on opposite ends of their careers and op-
posite ends of making history — one flourish-
ing in his many firsts, the other prolonging
his lasts - to meet in a high-
stakes occasion like this. Yet for
the second successive summer,
Wimbledon will have the for-
tune of hosting the tennis spec-
tacle of the year.

The circumstances since last
year’s final, in which Alcaraz
beat Djokovic in a five-set
thriller, have changed drasti-
cally. Question marks surround
both; margins are expected to
be razor thin.

Slow starts, serving slump

Alcaraz has learned to deal with the mo-
mentum shifts of best-of-five sets tennis and
raise his game when it matters most. Last
year, he walked into the final with ghosts of a
capitulation against the same opponent at
the French Open. This year, he has come into
it with the Roland Garros trophy.

Still, at present, his form is not touching
the sky-high heights it was coming into the
final 12 months ago. Through the French
Open and Wimbledon, he has developed a
pattern of starting matches slowly. He has lost
the first set in three of his six matches at
SW19, and he was taken to the wire in five
sets by Frances Tiafoe in the third round.

His sluggish starts show he takes time to
work himself into an encounter, and his av-
erage serving record does not allow him to
win free points; on the contrary, itis anarea
that opponents attack. Through his six
matches so far, Alcaraz has won about 72.16

percent of the points on his first serve,
slightly below the tournament average of 74
percent. But when he starts matches tenta-
tively, he either misses too many first serves,
or does not back them up well enough. In
each of the sets he has lost at SW19 this fort-
night, he has won only about half (58 per-
cent) the points behind his first serve.

His opponent has been serving a lot more
ruthlessly. Djokovic has won 81.66 percent of
the points on his first serve and 60 percent on
his second (compared to Alcaraz’s 56 percent).
Itisanareathe Serb will look to target to estab-
lish a fast start, especially since he remains an
eliter returner of serve, even on one leg.

Physical test

Only 39 days ago, Djokovic underwent
prompt knee surgery after tear-
ing his right meniscus and with-
drawing from the French Open.
As always, he has shown his
mastery over the grass courts of
SW19 as he has marched
through the draw. But Djokovic
is yet to be tested to the degree
that Alcaraz may - he got a
walkover in the quarterfinal and
his highest-ranked opponentin
six matches has been the World
No. 15 Holger Rune.

Djokovic has also been in something of a
slump all year. This is his first final since
November last year and there have been some
unexpected defeats. In terms of match fitness
and sharpness, Alcaraz is red hot and Djokovic
lukewarm. That may be the Serb’s greatest
challenge. Alcaraz’s recent performances
show that even when his serve goes missing
and his play becomes streaky, he bides his
time and raises his level. Once his ground-
strokes find more sting, he takes control from
the baseline using his drop shots and slices
too, making opponents scurry and slide side-
to-side in a way that Djokovic, and his dodgy
knee, have not quite faced this week.

This contest may come down to the finer
details. The frequency and success with which
Djokovic comes to the net will play a role in
disrupting Alcaraz’s baseline rhythm. The
Serb’s crosscourt backhand may also be key, if
he drops it short and high too often, Alcaraz
will run around it to bludgeon forehands and
take control.
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Heena Khandelwal

EKHA AND Raghav

Subramaniam were child-

hood sweethearts. They

grew up in the same neigh-

bourhood, attended the

same school and their fam-
ilies, too, knew each other. Their love blos-
somed into marriage in their early 20s, after
five years of courtship.

Their relationship was idyllic to outsiders
but behind closed doors, it was far from per-
fect. Despite being devoted parents and
deeply connected to their families — taking
on the responsibility of raising the daughter
of Raghav’s sister because of her untimely
passing — they shared no intimacy. After
spending nearly a quarter of a century to-
gether, they decided to separate, filing for di-
vorce by mutual consent about four years ago.

“Once our daughters were ready for col-
lege, Raghav suggested we separate,” says
Rekha, 50. This saddened her because she
thought life would continue in this home
even if they didn’tlive like husband and wife.
He moved out into a different apartment in
the same complex and Rekha even helped
him set up his new home. They continued to
share the same domestic worker and driver,
but when Raghav fell in love with a friend,
she moved to Chennai and started life anew.
Rekha now has a fulfilling career as a special
educator and runs a sari business.

Reflecting on their relationship, Raghav,
52, says, “A courtship is like an interview
where you put your best foot forward. You
don’t get to see each other’s dark sides. Very
early on, even before our first child was born,
[ had called off the marriage. But then the
family stepped in and we decided to make an
honest attempt, it didn’t work out. I wish we
had gone for counselling, but back then you
would go to a psychiatrist only if something
was really wrong with you as a person.”

Rekha, however, struggles to pinpoint the
cause of their marital discord. She ponders
the emotional disconnect in their marriage.
“There was no love or intimacy after the first
few years. He is a good man; the only abuse,
Iwould say, was emotional. It was challeng-
ing to live under the same roof and not have
him there, for me, as my husband,” she says.
While she has nothing negative to say about
him, there is a lot of anger within her now.
“Why me? Why didn’t I get love? [ am all
alone in my life. And while I have a really ful-
filling career, there is no one to hand me a
glass of water when I am sick. I am grateful
for everything but I don’t have love. Maybe |
wasn’t meant to have it.”

Rekha and Raghav are not alone in their
need to sever ties at a later age. Mumbai-
based Bharti Maniar, too, decided to call it
quits after nearly five decades of bearing
with domestic violence in her marriage.
Bharti was nearing her mid-20s when her
family started looking for a suitable boy. So,
when a colleague proposed marriage, they
tied the knot after three years of courtship.
She was 27 then. “I noticed his anger issues
but never thought he could resort to vio-
lence,” says Bharti.

Things became worse after she quit work
to be with the children. “My husband wasn’t
happy with my decision. I was earning about
Rs 1,000 a month, which was alot of money in
those days. The fights became worse,” she
says. Soon Bharti, who had five years of expe-
rience working at a chartered accountancy
firm, joined her husband and handled tasks
like filing income tax returns and other ac-
counting duties. “All my earnings went to him.
Even earlier, Iwas giving all my salary at home.
So even though I was working, there was no fi-
nancial security,” she says. She endured it, in-
cluding years of domestic abuse and, later, in-
fidelity, because “everybody advised me to
stay put till my daughters got married.”
However, it was her younger daughter who
intervened, announcing that she wouldn’t get
married until her mother ended the relation-
ship. Bharti moved outin 2009 and the divorce
came through in 2011. She relocated to an-
other part of the city and started working
again. “I now manage mutual fund accounts
and trade in the stock market. Finally, my
money is my own,” says Bharti, 72.

Bharti, Raghav and Rekha represent the
generation that has knocked on the court’s
doors asking for a dissolution of their mar-
riage. Their experiences underscore the
global trend of increased marital dissolution
among older couples, typically after the age
of 50, also referred to as ‘grey divorces’ or ‘sil-
ver splitters’.

Inthe US, the rate of grey divorce has dou-
bled since 1990 for Americans aged 50
and older, and tripled for thoseaged 65 &
and older. According to a study pub- |
lished in The Journals of Gerontology,
in 1970, about eight per cent of
Americans who divorced were age
50 and older. By 2019, that share
had jumped to 36 per cent. About
one in 10 people who divorced
in 2019 were at least 65 years
old. According to a United

- ]
Nations report titled <SS | Fe

“Progress of the World’s
Women 2019-2020:
Families in a Changing *#
World”, divorce rates in
India have doubled since

2000, rising from 0.6 per ‘i;
cent in 2005 to 1.1 per
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centin 2019, with urban areas making up the
largest proportion.

Besides domestic abuse and infidelity, the
reasons for separation, both globally and in
India, include differences in life goals post-
retirement, empty nest syndrome, the de-
sire for a fresh start, ending years of taunts,
unresolved issues, neglect and a lack of emo-
tional support and intimacy.

Wormen also feel that they were in unequal
partnerships where they solely took over the
domesticload and child-rearing while also ex-
periencing a lack of support, respect and ap-
preciation from their partners. Equally telling
is a 2015 research study conducted by the
American Sociological Association that high-
lighted that 69 per cent of all divorce petitions
in the US were initiated by women.

Lawyersin India also note a significant rise
among senior couples. Mumbai-
based lawyers Kranti Sathe and
Mrinalini Deshmukh, with decades
of experience in family court, shed
light on the complexities.
“Domestic violence, unless fre-
quent, is often downplayed,”
says Kranti, “Other forms of neg-
lect and emotional abuse like
silent treatment still occur.”
Mrinalini lists compatibility as
the biggest reason. “Many
people have teething issues
in their marriage but since
they have a child withinthe
first few years, they concen-
trate on raising the child,”
she says. Other reasons in-
clude mid-life crises and a
desire for personal freedom
or another chance at love.
Both highlight a shift in attitudes towards
divorce, stating that earlier there was a hes-
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When Love Stops Being Easy

Couples who have been married long are now parting ways. What has prompted
their decision and why are grey divorces on the rise?

itation, especially among women, to ask for
a divorce. But financial insecurity and con-
cern for children, once significant barriers,
are now less prohibitive factors.

Zirak Marker, a Mumbai-based family
psychiatrist, sees arise in grey divorces, par-
ticularly after the Covid pandemic. He attrib-
utesit to prolonged periods of close proxim-
ity. Cultural factors often coerce individuals
into marriages without their choice, leading
to years of duty-bound relationships. As cou-
ples reach their 50s, they yearn for personal
fulfilment and purpose, especially after expe-
riencing loss and realising life’s brevity. Zirak
elaborates how people sometimes seek com-
panionship outside their marriages, leading
to emotional and sexual affairs.

While most lawyers say that in the met-
ros divorce doesn’t carry the stigmait did ear-
lier, the reality is far from it. Shasvathi Siva,
an advertisement professional and author of
Divorce Is Normal (Penguin Random House,
2023), says, “I have seen highly educated
families sever ties with their children and rel-
atives without providing them support.” Siva,
who helms a support group for people going
through separation, notes that the main chal-
lenge for grey divorces is the fear that they
will be alone if they fall ill. “They don’t want
to be a burden on their children but at the
same time, they are not sure of living alone,”
she says.

Financial management is an oft-repeated
concern, too. Agrees Manju Sara Rajan, a
Bengaluru-based content and communica-
tion consultant with diverse editorial experi-
ence. “In the classic structure of Indian mar-
riage, there are a lot of parts that you are not
concerned about as a woman, you kind of ig-
nore finances and investments,” says the 45-
year-old, “Now I have become cognisant of the
fact that money is independence.” Today, after
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two years of being divorced, she finds joy in
her ability to support herself and her children.
Her parents, who weren'tinitially happy with
her decision, too, didn’t stand in her way.

She rebuilt her world, brick by brick. New
traditions replaced old ones and supportive
friends filled the void. Her biggest discovery
has been her resilience. “One day you are at
the top of everything and the second day you
are not. But the idea that you can find solu-
tions as problems come up, I think that has
given me a great deal of reassurance in my-
self,” says Manju.

But divorce is not a struggle for women
alone. Men, too, feel they get the short end
of the stick. In her book, Shasvathi highlights
the male perspective. “Most often, men face
issues with child custody. Itis a difficult thing
because while they might have been bad
husbands, they aren’t necessarily bad fathers.
That differentiation comes in for a few good
men also,” she says.

For 48-year-old Yogesh Jain, for instance,
not just managing finances but also rebuild-
ing his life as a father has been a struggle. His
arranged marriage at the age of 22 had funda-
mental issues early on. Even the six months of
counselling didn’t help. “Children are pre-
dominantly biased towards their mothers.
You have to ensure that your children feel se-
cure and you take care of your wife, keeping
your ego aside. It is financially challenging, I
am taking care of the foreign education for
both my children while also running two
homes,” says Mumbai-based Yogesh.

Like many other men, he feels unheard
and marginalised, and laments the lack of av-
enues for men to voice their grievances, in-
cluding inside the court. Zirak adds, “Often,
men come to me saying they don’t know
how to be an effective husband.”

Ashish Vidyarthi, actor, motivational
speaker and now a stand-up comedian, de-
cided to part ways with his wife Rajoshi
(Piloo) in 2021, after being married for 22
years. Ashish maintained how the couple,
who never fought with one another, found
themselves at a crossroads when it came to
their visions for the future.

“I'had two choices — either to dragit (the
marriage) and complain about what wasn’t
there and slowly let the feelings become vi-
cious to the point that we begin to hate each
other or to have a conversation about it.”

Even this stage, he says, was preceded by
hours, days, weeks and months of going back
and making their marriage work, including
seeking relationship counselling for a couple
of months. “It was along process and a difficult
decision. Who doesn’t want to have a regular
home where your child can return? But the
relationship has changed and while painisin-
evitable, suffering is a choice,” he says.

The couple was clear on not bringing any
animosity between them. “Till a few days be-
fore the court granted us divorce, Piloo was
handling my bank accounts, and Imade sure
that she is well taken care of after our di-
vorce,” says Ashish, 58, who tied the knot
againin 2023.

“Society has a way of looking at divorce
as a failure, but it is actually an act of im-
mense bravery because you are completely
walking out into the unknown. It’s not a fail-
ure but adeclaration of hope in your own self,
inyour own abilities, in your own future. It’s
difficult but not a failure,” says Manju.
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PLAYING
IT COOL

Camels can strut
calmly across
burning sands
and through the
fiery air

RANJITLAL

Blowing Hot and Cold

Sensors on animals help them tell the temperature

S THE heatwave sears the
country, | wonder how ani-
mals like the camel can strut
across burning sands and
through the fiery air, their sardonic, su-
percilious grins intact, implying, ‘Heat?
What heat?!’ And at the other end of the
spectrum, how birds like the Emperor
Penguin are happy to stick around (albeit
ina permanent group hug) as a - 40-de-
gree Celsius blizzard howls around
them. Why don’t they waddle off some-
where warmer and why doesn’t the
camel hotfoot to the nearest AC tent?

We know that many animals hiber-
nate in winter — they slow their metabo-
lism to nearly zero so that their body
temperature is that of their icy surround-
ings — and stay that way for months. But
scientists tell us that hibernation is not
sleeping. To sleep, animals need to raise
their body temperature to near normal
and to achieve hibernation, they must
first survive the freezing temperatures.
So how do they (and we) do it?

Our bodies are riddled with various

With global broiling, we still refuse
to get our act together. Are we
waiting to spontaneously combust!?

temperature sensors — a group of pro-
teins called transient receptor potential
(TRP) channels located on sensory neu-
rons all over our and animals’ bodies.
Each is tuned to a specific temperature
and opens when that temperature is
reached; the sensory neurons immedi-
ately send signals to the brain, telling it
whether it’s getting too hot, too cold, or
when it is just right. The TRP channels
are tuned specifically for the comfort of
each animal. In warm-blooded animals,
the channel TR P8 triggers if it begins
getting too cold, for us that trigger point
is around 24 degrees Celsius, (which, is
probably why it is recommended for
ACs) but for something like a frog, it may
be 14 degrees Celsius. Some fish that
swim happily in near-freezing water
may not have a TR P8 channel at all, so
that they are unaware of the icy water!
The TR PVi channel also alerts us if we
are in danger of burning up. For us and
mice, the upper limit is 42 degrees
Celsius and 38 degrees C for frogs. Some
animals, like the 13-striped ground
squirrel of the US, have a huge tolerance
range: They can withstand both icy con-

ditions and desert sun — their tempera-
ture triggers are set very low and high.

Thus, these animals (and we, in our
comfort zone) simply don’t feel the cold
or the heat. So there’s no need to feel
sorry for a camel plodding across the
burning desert, or Emperor penguins
huddled together in a blizzard. It's even
suspected that people living in the
northern latitudes have their TR P8 trig-
gers set lower than those in the tropics.

These temperature sensors can be
very sensitive. Those on the tips of the
antennae of flies can sense temperatures
independently and can tell the difference
of a 0.1 degree Cbetween one antenna
and the other, making the insect swerve
(usually) towards the warmer source.
This phenomenon is called thermotaxis.

Some insects, like fire-chaser beetles,
seek out the heat — usually from forest
fires — and can pick it up from miles
away. They lay their eggs on smoulder-
ing tree trunks, knowing their larvae
would have fresh crisp food to eat and be
safe from predators who would not ap-
proach the area. Now
‘heat’ is nothing but in-
frared rays born of agi-
tated molecules and
atoms, which are mostly
invisible to us (except
when things get ‘red’ or
‘white’ hot), but which
we can very much feel. It
is these infrared rays that
the beetle’s sensitive sensors pick up,
guiding them to the source. These sen-
sors, located between the middle pair of
legs, just beneath the wings, clump like
tiny bunches of berries, each one (about
70 in total) filled with fluid. They are con-
nected to neurons. When they sense the
heat, they get agitated and try to expand,
but can’t because the little ‘berry’ is un-
yielding, so the fluid presses against the
neuron, triggering it off and signalling to
the beetle, that the heat is on!

Vampire bats, which have heat-seek-
ing pits around their mouths, could likely
be confused when sensing the tempera-
ture of a prospective victim because it is
warm-blooded and its own TR Vi num-
ber is probably the same as their victim’s.
So, the TR Vi number around its
heat-sensitive pits has been reset to 31
degrees Cinstead of the normal 42 de-
grees C so that it can accurately sense
where its victim is and where to bite it!
With global broiling, our TR Vi sensors
have been screaming ‘Mayday!’ all
summer, and we still refuse to get our
act together. Are we waiting to
spontaneously combust?

Wearing My Heart
on My Sleeve

The more I wear Indian cuts and silhouettes, the more
[ appreciate their deep relationship with my country,
climate and traditions

SLICEOF LIFE

SuvirSaran

Suvir Saran is a chef, author, educator
and world traveller

WHY AM I a foreigner or the other every-
whereIset up home? Why can’tlfitinand be
one of the crowd, go unnoticed, make mis-
takes, have my share of victories and achieve-
ments and have nothing to prove to others?
Why does my English or Hindi sound foreign
to people I have come of age with, to strangers
in my land of birth and wherever I set forth
outside of it? Why does my carriage of clothes
seem remarkably different to everyone?

Idon’t normally reflect on these questions,
but today I do just that to give myself answers
that I feel might resonate with many of you
and help me be less puzzled when I'm con-
fronted with them.

I have never tried to change my accent or
cadence of speech, and I didn’t acquire my vo-
cabulary by working hard to ace SAT exams.
did read books like Leo Tolstoy’s War and Peace
(1867), sitting with a dictionary and appreci-
ating words and learning their pronunciation.
By reading Henry David Thoreau’s Walden
(1854)atage 12, Ilearned to make peace with
debates at our dining table where my Papa
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Modern Culinary Playboo

Chefs are drawing from indigenous recipes and ingredients
across India to redefine our palate

Vernika Awal

T WAS a day like any other in Delhi, a

midsummer lull as the city awaited

the monsoon. Inside Indian Accent,

the restaurant synonymous with the

portrait of a modern India to the
world, the staff prepared for their afternoon
service — veteran chef Manish Mehrotra’s col-
laboration with chef Prateek Sadhu of Naar,
an ingredient-forward venture, that cele-
brates the hills.

The felicitous moment was not lost on
anyone. Here was Mehrotra who brought the
world to India for its new flavours and tastes,
while Sadhu belongs to a new generation of
chefs, one who s spotlighting Himalayan cui-
sine and stories, across seasons and terrain.

The two chefs are united by a core philos-
ophy of making indigenous ingredients and
techniques the hero. Mehrotra takes a page
from the common man’s palate, while Sadhu
focuses on mountain-sourced native ingre-
dients. This climaxed in the dishes they put
out, which celebrated the local, the modern
and the native. One of the dishes was
Sundarkala — a type of pasta, with eggplant
and tomato mince in a Sinki broth. While
Sinki, a fermented radish base, is served in
soups in Bhutan and Nepal, Sundarkala noo-
dles are typically made of finger millets or
madua. The latter are native to Uttarakhand,
and was an unlikely poster candidate at such
a fine dining platform until now.

What we witnessed was arising trend of
chefs bringing to the table items and ingredi-
ents that were so far considered to be too
mundane. With that, some of India’s most
famous restaurants and chefs are going back
to their roots, bringing unlikely dishes that
are far from rare, but definitely unexpected.
Mehrotra, for instance, served a piquant aam
panna, along with urad daal pakodis, sliced
melons and ice apples. The epicentre of this
dish, pakodis, are hardly fine dining fare, but
here it felt right in place.

The NCRisn't the only place where efforts
to bring back the core soul of many a subdi-
vision of the vast Indian cuisine is taking
place. In February this year, Mumbai-based

and his bestie, Ajay Uncle, would take
every side of an argument, mostly to
educate us children and, perhaps,asa
release of their days’ frustrations. This
is the education through reading and
living that, perhaps, accounts for me
having a different way of speaking a
language I share with billions.

Dadi, my paternal grandmother,
spoke a Hindi that was Purabiya in its
dialect and that was used to carry on
the functions of our household staff.
To therest of us, she spoke herimpec-
cable Hindustani,a wonderful zabaan
that was with nazaakat (refinement)
that made even the toughest of con-
versations elegant and graceful. This is
my Hindji, which I have been told nu-
merous times is very “old world” and
elegant. This description is never
meant as a compliment. If speaking
correctly makes me elitist, thenIstand
guilty, butitisn’t by choice thatIspeak
asldo.Itis the accident of my birth that
gave me the speech, diction and ca-
dence to absorb, and then put forth, myself.

Fluentin English, Hindi and Urdu, I arrived
in the United States at age 20 to find myself
very different from the majority. Itdidn’t mat-
ter that I dressed the same way, spoke the
same language, worked just as smart or bet-
ter at times, that I was swift on my feet and
self-effacing to not create more drama than
already had to endure; I was still a foreigner,
immigrant, resident alien, other and one to be
shunned. Western clothes are whatIwore and
English was the language I spoke so I could fit
in as best as possible. This was not enough,
however. My accent, my skin colour, the qual-
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BURST OF FLAVOURS

(Clockwise from top left) Askalu at Naar; What The Duck at Papa’s Mumbai;
Hussain Shahzad, executive chef, O Pedro

Hunger Inc Hospitality — the parent firm of
The Bombay Canteen and O Pedro — opened
doors toa 12-seater experiential dining cave:
Papa’s. Since then, Papa’s has generated
enough buzz to have a months-long wait list,
less than six months since it opened. Amid
the intimate, unexpected dining setup, the
group’s executive chef Hussain Shahzad
served clarified rasam. The rasam was
poured over Parsi topli paneer made with al-
mond milk, hidden under thinly-sliced wa-
termelon, topped with a lime-leaf oil. Not
only did Shahzad’s creative kaleidoscope
make the most of a staple dish, it also served
as the chef’s ode to his time in Chennai. His
food antics further brought to the fore the
philosophy of the Bohris — that of serving
the kharas (savoury) first, and the mithas
(sweets) later.

Speaking about bringing the as-yet non-
commercial items into the menu, Shahzad
said, “The dishes that we do here help us tell
the stories about ourselves through the food.
[ grew up in a Bohri-Muslim household in
Chennai, and it was only when I shifted to
Mumbai did I realise how different and in-
fluenced the food of my house was from the
region we were in, compared to the Bohri-

AN INDEPENDENT MIND

Baring one’s soul could well bring disapproval and disdain

ity and texture of my hair, its sheen, its weight,
its thickness — these made me the object of
curiosity, of awe and of disdain. I couldn’t
change my skin colour or my hair quality and
colour, and so I made my peace with it and
learned to take the omnipresent stares com-
ing my way in my stride.

Now home in India, becoming one with
the land of my birth after having left it for three
decades, I see my people call their own native
garb “ethnic clothing,” and for that reason, I
have chosen to start wearing Indian outfits,
even though a shirt and trouser remain my
favourite attire. Always a trailblazer, even
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Muslim food here in Mumbai. That part of
my childhood is something that the diner
gets to taste here.”

Mumbai, in fact, even has its first ingre-
dient-forward restaurant today— Ekaa, by
chef Niyati Rao. Located in the ever-charm-
ing Fort area, Ekaa is located inside a 130-
year-old building. The place does not stick to
any particular cuisine, instead it is driven by
seasonality and produce. One particular dish
that will stay with diners is the ‘Pickle
sandwich’. The latter uses a croustade, along
with pickled cucumber, peanut brittle and a
cheese foam topping. Rao said that the dish
was inspired by the combination of having
peanut butter with pickled cucumbersin the
same dish, but, somehow, it worked like
magic. It was inspired by a childhood mem-
ory of one of her chefs.

Each of these experiences adds up to de-
fine how such everyday, at-home items are
being championed across some of India’s
best restaurants. Food consultant Nikhil
Merchant underlined that the trend origi-
nated as a necessity whenin 2020, global free
trade was suspended to tackle the pandemic.
This was further exacerbated by external fac-
tors. “The world is changing, with issues such

when there isn’'t any compunction to
do so, I find myself wanting to un-
shackle India, aland of 1.4 billion peo-
ple, from the colonial mindset that the
British left behind after tyrannous rule.
My dressing, like |am one of the myth-
ical gods one finds in Hinduimagery, is
my way of normalising Indian fashion
as being “fashion” that doesn’t need
the prefix “ethnic” to it. Why do we
Indians and just about every other
people of the Global South allow a
Western construct of terminology and
ideology to rule over us even as we
have gained independence?

Dressed in salwaars and harem
pants, kurtas and angarkhas, chogas
and gharaaras, with opulent jewels
and shimmering and copious dupat-
tas (shawls),  am working to bring
Indian fashion back toitsroots, a place
that is totally in sync with the Gen Z
desire to make fashion and couture
free of gender limitations. Even though
[ was very comfortable in Western
garb, the more I wear Indian cuts and silhou-
ettes, the more I appreciate their deep rela-
tionship with my country, its topography, cli-
mate, traditions, sensibilities and how they
give employment to countless of my fellow
citizens. Each garment connects me to my
land in ways most rich and fascinating. Doyou
find me a challenge and the face of a world
gone crazy? Think again — mine is fashion
worn by the gods worshipped by a billion-plus
people and is as Indian as Indian can be.

The acts of civil disobedience that I first
studied when we learned about Mahatma
Gandhi and later realised were his learnings

New Delhi

as climate change and the overconsumption
patterns of the West affecting our lives. It’s
only a matter of time before the food indus-
try realises the importance of capitalising on
local resources rather than spending money
and compromising quality on ingredients
that are not locally sourced,” he says.

Merchant added that the pandemic re-
strictions “made the use of local ingredients
paramount in menus. It's a domino effect
that has ultimately been beneficial.”

Beyond the technical necessities, chefs
believe that there is a strong personal corre-
lationin presenting everyday courses in fine
dining. Speaking about why items such as
pickled cucumbers and madua would make
it to professional menus, Rao said, “We want
to make people feel comfortable when they
taste the food. We like it when people have a
tactile experience”

For long, India, represented around the
world by some of the greatest chefs, has
echoed soulfulness. The modern Indian culi-
nary playbook is heightening this even fur-
ther — for while the soul of the food remains,
what has evolved are the ideas. Diners, too,
reflect growing maturity especially in the
metros, where they are receptive to new
forms of presentation and finding humble,
everyday ingredients instead of the deliber-
ately cream and spice-stuffed fare.

For instance, at Ekaa, Rao runs an open
kitchen where the diners can walkin and in-
teract with the chefs — or simply observe the
journey of the food from the kitchen to their
tables. This helps in instilling curiosity to-
wards the process. Similarly, Papa’s is remi-
niscent of Mumbai’s famed Prithvi Theatre.
The chefs are actors who put up a delicious
show, hooking audiences to their every
movement and facial gestures. Diners are en-
couraged to be a part of the show, and after
the final act, the dinner itself feels like an in-
teractive play. Today, modern Indian cuisines
are no longer only about traditions — they
are an eclectic combination of what a chef
envisions their dish to be and the stories they
wish to weave.

Vernika Awal is a Delhi-based food and
lifestyle journalist

from Thoreau, the man I struggled to keep
up with as a pre-teen but who made me
whole and complete at 21 in Manhattan,
have taught me to be as my Papa suggested
I be. When [ was given a placement to cook
my lamb and parmigiano burger on the
Today Show in Manhattan, Papa suggested I
speak about food and my passion, not about
myself, as the anchors and the screen would
be sharing my credentials. Papa said that
when given a microphone and the pulpit
from which to address crowds, one ought to
think bigger than self, share lofty ideals, give
thought and care to the afflictions of those
who have been forgotten and ignored, and
to use that opportunity for the betterment
of all in our human compendium.

I was barely 30 years old when Papa gave
me this advice. Advice that few elders would
give their child — the tutelage to bare one’s
soul, an act that could well bring them disap-
proval and disdain. Papa has now been gone
over a dozen years, but his words make me
defiant and a troublemaker, in the ilk of that
which Thoreau also suggested and Gandhi too,
and so I speak as I know, not as might be pop-
ular. I dress not as I wish, but to show the
masses that their attire isn’t any more ethnic
than Western attire and ought to be justas ac-
cepted in the land of its origin. I tease and
please through naughty actions and reactions
that come froma place of good intentions and
a bigger vision than myself, in hopes that if
even one person can see the hidden commen-
tary in their intent, the world will surely goin
a progressive direction where we celebrate
the past, live harmoniously in our present, and
keep the world a sustainable, happy and safe
place for all in the future.
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It may feel like it's doomsday for the Hindi film
industry but this is the time to restructure’

Filmmaker Imtiaz Ali and actor Taapsee Pannu on the current slump in the Hindi film industry and why formulas don’t work. The
conversation was moderated by Justin Rao, Deputy Copy Editor, and Aakash Joshi, Deputy Associate Editor, The Indian Express

JUSTIN RAO: We are six months down
the year and many big Hindi films have
not done as well as expected.

IMTIAZ ALI: When | joined the film in-
dustry, people were saying this is the worst
time in the industry. And then we came in
and said, ‘Arrey, we know. We should make
Socha Na Tha... a Black Friday.’ There were
around seven to 10 filmmakers who camein
at that point of time. So, I think what is sup-
posed to be a crisis ultimately turns out to be
a great thing. I feel that this particular phase
that we are in, where many movies have not
done well, will turn out to be a very positive
thing. Because we filmmakers will have to
leave some old habits behind. It is discon-
certing but unless we do that, no new cre-
ativity can spawn.

JUSTIN RAO: What are the old habits you
have to leave?

IMTIAZ: It’s just that we make projects in
a certain way. We feel that we need to have
a certain mathematical equation, that there
is an algorithm. But you can make two films
with the same actors and director and the
outcome financially won’t be the same. So
there is always that X factor. And you've got
to focus on that, which is really the essence
of storytelling and filmmaking.

TAAPSEE PANNU: | think when redun-
dancy sets in, there needs to be a sort of re-
structuring. I think this is that phase, which
happens after every five or six years, be-
cause you're following the same formula
and there comes a point where that for-
mula stops working. So you feel it's dooms-
day for the industry (but) it’s only time to
restructure.

AAKASH JOSHI: Are we heading for a
time when the theatre will be for
spectacles, star-driven films like
Baahubali and Kalki and OTT platforms
will be the space for more cerebral,
experimental cinema like your Amar
Singh Chamkila?

IMTIAZ: The honest answer is that we
don’t know. As filmmakers, we are not here
to conjecture. We are here to find an oppor-
tunity to tell the stories that we have to tell.
And I feel that it will not be as simplistic.
Almost the same things seem to be working
on OTT as they do on the big screen, so how
do you differentiate?

TAAPSEE: | have a very simple calcula-
tion — some things are for a community
viewing experience and some things are for
watching one-to-one. So that’s how I have
started remarketing.

AAKASH JOSHI: Imtiaz, I'd like to take
you to Chamkila. It is very rare to have a
Dalit protagonist. When you’re having
that discussion on the way to tell his
story, how is that creative choice made
for a very recent historical figure?

IMTIAZ: Yes, you have to go back to the
reason why you're making the film. Is it be-
cause he was Dalit? Was he unique because
he was Dalit? If I stress on the fact again and
again that he was a Dalit, am I doing service
to the caste system, per se? Am I trying to
also put him into a box which had actually
afflicted him? I wanted the story to be free
of something that he was not free of.

JUSTIN RAO: Taapsee, you are one of the
most vocal female stars in the film
industry. Is there a price to pay for
speaking up?

TAAPSEE: I've been cancelled multiple
times. But as I said, [ am still happy and proud
of what I have said — good, bad, ugly — be-
cause [ know I've not really targeted anyone.
I'll keep paying the price for being the per-
son I am. I'm okay with that.

JUSTIN RAO: Taapsee, will you ever take
up Animal or a film which doesn’t
necessarily align with your gender
politics, even if it gives you a tremendous
scope to perform as an actor?

TAAPSEE: Had I read the script of Animal,
[ would have said yes. I would want to do it
but what I saw was a little strange — to hear
cheers and whistles at certain moments. At
certain points, Iwouldn’t have liked the BGM
(background music) to grow like that, where
the audience is forced to cheer and clap.

AAKASH JOSHI: How much
responsibility do you now take on
yourself as an artiste, as an actor,asa
producer, for your film?

TAAPSEE: I need to understand what my
takeaway is as an audience... an Indian audi-
ence who watches Tere Naam starts copying
the hairstyle of the hero. You can see the
amount of influence we have on our audi-
ence. So let’s not run away from that.

IMTIAZ: 1 think films have a lot of power.
Films for me are a medium of entertain-
ment. There are other ways to tell society
about social responsibility. But within this
entertainment, if like in Sholay, there is some
aspect of social responsibility and unity
of a village, etc, that can come through,
it’s excellent.

For instance, Water for People is an or-
ganisation that I've recently been involved
with. I feel if you give water and education to
people, then they’ll do the rest for them-
selves on their own. So, if in some film, say
like Swades, there is something that you can
show, then you will inspire a lot of people.

A Moment in Time

Koodiyattam exponent Margi Madhu on the survival
and democratisation of the art form

Suanshu Khurana

and Aditya Vaddepalli

AN ORCHESTRAL fury created on two
mizhavu (large percussion copper drums) by
Nepathya Jinesh and Kalamandalam
Manikandan accompanies the arrival of
Koodiyattam exponent Margi Madhu to the
proscenium at Delhi’s CD Deshmukh
Auditorium, India International Centre. While
the drums fervently thump and throb, Madhu
walks in, hidden behind a white screen. And
as the curtain drops, Ravana is revealed —
dressed in flourishing red and white, with a
green-painted face — he is under Sita’s spell.
After abducting her and bringing her to
Lanka, a smitten Ravanssits,almostina trance
in the Ashok Vatika, meticulously pouring his
emotions over her beauty. He focuses on the

panchagam (five aspects of her beauty) — hair,
eyes, face, breasts and feet. The twitches of the
eyebrows and the hand and feet move in tan-
dem with the mizhavu, elaborating the fifth
act of Sanskrit writer Shaktibhadra’s play,
Ascharyachoodamani. Unlike the older days
when the audience could understand spoken
Sanskrit, modern-day performances, like
Madhu’s, come with screen translations.
“The fifth act is special and complex be-
cause the story is not moving forward. It’s all
about Ravana’s passion for Sita and the actor
has to express this at different levels. I think
it’s the most difficult act for any Koodiyattam
performance and usually takes16 days to per-
form. To present it for a couple of hours, I took
a small segment from it — one scene from
three scenes that are presented,” says 68-year-
old Madhu, one of the foremost practitioners
of the art form. He has been intrigued by the
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AT THE TALKIES
(Clockwise from top) Imtiaz Ali and Taapsee Pannu; Imtiaz with his daughter Ida; Imtiaz and Taapsee at the second edition of Expresso at the Taj Falaknuma Palace, Hyderabad

QUICK QUESTIONS
TAAPSEE PANNU

commonly assumed is true, but itisn’t.

And one myth that is actually true.
That there is no unity —itis true. And

one myth that is not true is that actors

aren’t educated and they choose films be-

cause they didn’t have an option.

True or false — the nepotism debate
has lost nuance.

Yes, because people are using it, over-
using it, at the wrong time, wrong in-
stances, for wrong reasons.

How many takes did you need on your
first-ever film shot?

On the first day, it happened in two
takes but, generally, | would have taken
some 20-25 odd takes to get my Tamil
lines right. That was tough.

Do you watch your own films? Do you
enjoy them? Is there a performance
you would like to go back and correct?

[ can find flaws in every film. I want to
correct all of them.

Box office numbers are real and not

S
One myth about the film industry most

manipulated.
No, of course they are manipulated,
like everything else.

Actors only wear rented clothes.
Sometimes we wear our own clothes
also.

One female actor besides you who you
think has pushed for feminism in
story-telling.

Vidya Balan.

One thing that the South Indian film
industry has that the Hindi film
industry doesn’t.

Hero worship.

One thing that the Hindi film industry
has, which the South Indian film
industry doesn’t.

To address the elephant in the room
or topics that are a little awkward to talk
about, especially regarding women.

One thing about marriage which you
have learnt after getting married.
Thatit’s not that bad.

PRAVEEN KHANNA

STEP BY STEP
Margi Madhu plays Ravana at Delhi’s India International Centre

character of Ravanasinceayoungage; mainly  gamut of emotions.

because of the versatility of the role, leaving
enough space for a performer to present a

Madhu comes from a rich lineage of
Koodiyattam performers and is the son of
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Audience Questions

Krishna Ella, Executive Chairman,
Bharat Biotech: Imtiaz, do you
feel South Indians are less
intellectual, is that why you don’t
want to make a movie for South
Indians? And Taapsee, we have
seenyou do glamour roles in
south Indian films. And then you
went to Mumbai, and you are
totally different. What changed?

IMTIAZ: The fact of the matteris
that I make movies in Hindi because
I don’t know any South Indian lan-
guage fluently. So I'll be unable to
make a movie. Although I watch
South Indian films and I have a lot of
South Indian friends.

TAAPSEE: I think, for me, at the
beginning of my career I didn’t
know any better and people did
not probably think that they were
on the same page as me. They also
thought that I don’t know any bet-
ter. So might as well make her look
good and like a heroine... glam and
be fancy. Then in Mumbai, I re-
alised that there are way too many
beautiful and glamorous women
who are doing this brilliantly. If I
have to compete with them, there
is no way I'm gonna have a career.
So I have to shift my focus to acting.
And I did that.

Aman Purohit, Lead Company
Secretary, Patil Group: All the
characters in your movies have a
certain angst against society. But I
have heard that you didn’t
personally have that angst
against society. So how do
filmmakers portray what they
haven’t experienced?

IMTIAZ: This whole Sadda Haq
kind of T1l change society’, maybe it
was there in my very early days, but
not to that extent, you know, and I
don’t know where it comes from.
This eagerness to break out of the
social set up, I don’'t know where it
comes from, but I do see it in my
films as well.

QUICK QUESTIONS
IMTIAZ ALI

We’re going to list a few films of yours
and you need to tell us what went
wrong with them.
m Jab We Met

Once I spoke to Shahid and Kareena,

they said they were on but had dates only

then. So I had to start the shoot only 21

days after that day. There was no pre-pro-

duction, no script, no dialogue, no music
and there was no location. That’s what
went wrong.
m Tamasha

The publicity of Tamasha went
wrong. I think we somehow ended up

projecting the wrong image of the film to

the audience.
H Rockstar

[ think we got too involved with the
story. We just became crazily emotional,
for some reason, while filming.

What's the craziest, most random
place where you have been pitched a
script by a writer?

While walking into an event like this.

What do you say to your critics who say

you keep going back to similar things

Moozhikkulam Kochukuttan Chakyar and
nephew to Ammannoor Madhava Chakyar —
two of the more illustrious names in the world
of the 2,000-year-old ancient Sanskrit theatre
tradition from Kerala.

Koodiyattam, which also means combined
acting, is a dramatised performance that was
presented in koothambalams (temple the-
atres) for centuries. The art form was then the
preserve of the upper castes — the Chakyars
(the actors) and the Nambiars (the drum-
mers). This parochialism and ritualistic nature
of the system may have allowed for the con-
servation of the art form over centuries but
the caste segregation also led to a lack of in-
terest, thus taking Koodiyattam to a point-of-
dying fall at one point. In 2001, Koodiyattam
was recognised by UNESCO as an intangible
cultural heritage.

Before UNESCO stepped in, visionary per-
former Painkulam Raman Chakyar, too,
helped in changing things with the institu-
tionalising of Koodiyattam. He began heading
Kalamandalam, the government institution
created in 1965. He brought the art form out
of the temples, admitted anyone keen tolearn
irrespective of one’s caste. However, one has
continued to hear of performers of margin-
alised castes not being allowed to do the ritual

New Delhi

o

inyour films?

I'll take a moment and think about it.
And I'll figure out if they are right because
nobody is completely wrong either.

After all these years, how and where do
you think these characters of yours
would be — Geet and Aditya from Jab
We Met.

At a divorce lawyer’s.

Jordan from Rockstar.
He’d have his own company and he’d
be completely fake and corrupt.

Ved and Tara from Tamasha.

[ think they’d be doing shows to-
gether. You know, the ideal ending of
Tamasha would have been if they hadn’t
gotten together.

What is the one space in Indian cinema
that you think is still opaque? What are
the genres and the themes that haven’t
been tackled yet that need to be?

[ feel what really is exciting for me is a
mixture of things. Very different and op-
posite genres should meet.

performances. But Madhu feels that things
have changed. “The caste issue isn’'t there any-
more, Thereis alot of harmony,” says Madhu.

Margi, an organisation dedicated to the re-
vital of Kathakali and Koodiyattam, was es-
tablished in Thiruvananthapuramin 1981 by
D Appukkuttan Nair, a retired government
chief engineer and an expert at Koodiyattam.
Madhu's father was invited to join the faculty
while his uncle joined as a visiting professor.
“The system of learning was not very differ-
ent from that of a gurukul. Kalamandalam had
asyllabus. We didn’t,” says Madhu.

Madhu was keen to join his father and un-
cle at Margi, “mainly because | wanted to see
the big town”. But after two years at Margi,
Madhu wanted to join a college and study
something alongside. Nair wouldn’tallow but
finally agreed on typing and shorthand, “if I
was to be a clerk,” says Madhu.

But, now that he himself is a teacher, he
says that now students don’t have as much
time. “From morning to night, thisis all we did.
Now, students learn for a few hours and also
doother things. While it has taken away depth
from this vast repertoire, the students now
have recordings. They can see the masters per-
form on YouTube. After imitating for a while,
they will find their way,” says Madhu.
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Let me Live my life the way I want to

A palliative cancer care centre in Gujarat is
enhancing the quality of patients’ lives with
home care and grief counselling for their kin

Sohini Ghosh

ND-OF-LIFE SCENARIOS in-

evitably tend to focus on death.

But they are as much about life

and continuity, something that

helps terminal patients live their
last moments with dignity and guides their
families to make peace with the inevitable
and move on. Ask Seema Mehta,” sister of
Nitin*, who passed away at 21 because of
bone cancer, just when he had completed his
engineering degree and was hoping to secure
a future with his start-up. “While she was
very much a part of her brother’s palliative
care, she needed long-term grief counselling
after his death to get back on her feet,” says a
counsellor at the Gujarat Cancer & Research
Institute (GCRI) in Ahmedabad.

A partly government-run institution, it
provides palliative care, which is holistic ther-
apy and disease management aimed at opti-
mising quality of life among people with se-
rious, complex and often terminal illnesses.
But what sets it apart from most government
institutions is that it sends a specialist team
for home care and in terminal cases, offers
bereavement counselling to family members.
Set up in 2010, it also provides OPD and hos-
pice services at acommunity centre, breaking
the barrier of accessibility and giving patients
agency in end-of-life scenarios.

END-OF-LIFE CARE & BEYOND

Once doctors told Nitin that his case was
terminal and should, therefore, consider pal-
liative treatment, he opted for home care in
September 2022. Ten months later, he suc-
cumbed to cancer but not before he and his
family had been thoroughly counselled on
what to expect as he was nearing the end of
his life and encouraged to make the most of
his good days with therapy. A team of doctors
and nurses would visit him once every 15
days and would be on call for emergency sit-
uations. Nitin also had periodic consultations

with a dietician and counsellor, the diet be-
ing readjusted to what and how much he
could eat per meal. Seema was 18 when Nitin
passed away and being the primary caregiver,
was taught how to feed and turn her bedrid-
den brother to avoid bed sores. Says the nurse
who cared for Nitin, “He had a strained rela-
tionship with his father and until his last
breath, he only worried about his sister, re-
gretting that he could not do enough. We
counselled his sister to hold herself up before
him to ease his anxieties. But when he did
pass away, Seema couldn’t contain her emo-
tions. She was very attached to him and no
matter how much we prepare the kin, pro-
cessing death when it happens is tough. We
counselled her for months. Our responsibil-
ity doesn’t end with death till we help those
living to reconcile to a life without their
favourite person.”

Keeping a tab on patients’ kin is some-
thing that Dr Priti Sanghavi, HOD and deputy
director at GCRI, does meticulously. “We were
tracking the wife of a patient who passed
away at home. A school teacher, we kept
checking on her intermittently, as we do with
relatives of all our deceased patients. Six
months after her husband’s death, she con-
fided that she had stopped working and was
suffering from severe depression. Realising
she had not processed her pain and was hid-
ing it, we immediately sent her a bereave-
ment counsellor,” she says.

BREAKING THE NEWS

Sixty-five-year-old Shankardas*, who was
diagnosed with prostate cancer in 2020 and
isnow in terminal stage, is worried about the
family he may leave behind — a 65-year-old
wife, a son with special needs and another
son, who is running a bakery business. “Now
he is thinking of a legacy beyond his living
years. But breaking the news to him and his
family was a difficult process. This is where
we deploy a six-step process called the SPIKE
protocol. Each letter represents a phase in the
six-step sequence. S stands for the right set-
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Dr Priti Sanghavi
with a patient

ting, Pis for the news receiver’s perception, I
implies information that the patient and their
kin may want, K is for imparting knowledge,
E is for empathising with the family and S is
for strategy for the road ahead,” says Dr
Sanghavi. In some cases, relatives may decide
not to disclose the disease to the patient.
“Then we counsel them further on why it can
build disappointment later and disrupt treat-
ment,” she adds.

Patients and their relatives go through the
entire spectrum of the seven stages of grief.
This usually affects both the patient and the
caregivers if the patientis young or is the only
earning member of the family. “We had a

three-year old girl from Uttar Pradesh whose
parents kept blaming themselves for her con-
dition. The elderly often require repeated
counselling and a multidisciplinary team.
Denial is the dominant emotion with patients
searching for a cure. Acceptance takes a long
time,” says Dr Sanghavi.

PAIN MANAGEMENT & RELIEF

Having palliative specialists at your doorstep
alsomeans a doctor can administer narcotics,
including opioids like morphine, at your bed-
side. Patients like Shankardas, whose cancer
has reached an advanced stage after radio-
therapy and chemotherapy of two years, need
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them. He signed up for palliative care in
February 2022, became bedridden in April
this year but with opioids, has been able to
tide over pain and prolong his life.

With medical practitioners now able to
administer opioids — thanks to the amend-
ment to the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act and the rules for
Essential Narcotic Drugs (ENDs) in 2015 —
cancer patients can now have a better pain-
relieving option.

Still there are challenges in pain manage-
ment as many choose complementary ther-
apies, including naturopathy, Ayurveda,
Siddha medicine and Unani (herbal treat-
ment) because of the unavailability of opi-
oids, services and budgetary constraints.

MAXIMISING LIFE

GCRI's home care patients are identified
from OPD cases and have to be residents of
Ahmedabad. “Our services extend to a 30-45
km radius. We tend to prioritise those with
severe symptoms and emotional anxiety.
Then we have a discussion with relatives to
understand what else may be required, which
may be, for example, counselling services or
dieticians, or an increased frequency of vis-
its. Each day, our team makes at least three
home visits. Those who have no caregivers
are sent to the hospice,” Dr Sanghavi explains.

That palliative care is now finding accept-
ance is evident from the department’s ex-
panding services. As Dr Sanghavi says, “In
2011, we used to have half-day OPDs, which
became full-day by 2015. From 10 patients a
day in 2011, we now see almost 80-100 pa-
tients aday.”

GCRI was the third cancer institute that
offered post-graduation degree course (VD)
in palliative medicine in 2019 after Tata
Memorial Hospital in Mumbai (2012) and
AIIMS, New Delhi (2016). Now the course is
available at Amrita Institute of Medical
Sciences in Kochi, Kasturba Medical College
and Hospital in Manipal, and Mahatma
Gandhi Medical College and Hospital and
Sawai Man Singh Medical College in Jaipur.
Still the concept of palliative care faces chal-
lenges like mental and cost barriers, institu-
tional disinterest and skill gaps. “But all that
we need to prioritise are the many moments
of life before that one moment of death,” says
Dr Sanghavi.

(*Names changed to protect privacy)

I got mamed in 2021. Heta and |
like many others, had dreamed of
a beautiful destination wedding. Add
to that, the super large events team at
Veena World also wanted to have an

‘in-house” destination wedding to
plan. So it was always on the cards.
However, the pandemic threw a
wrench in our plans, and we opted for
local ceremony here in
Mumbai. It was no doubt memorable
and beautiful. But today, I'm here to
tell you about destination weddings
and to also convince you that destina-
tions weddings are in fact more

a smaller,

affordable that you might think!

S0 imagine, you or your loved one
exchanging wedding vows under
the vibrant colours of a Rajasthan
sunset or against the serene backdrop
Destination
weddings in India are a growing trend
that's here to stay, offening couples a
chance to celebrate their love story
in some of the world's most enchant-
there's a
prevailling myth that these fairy-tale
weddings come with a hefty price-
tag, that may not always be true, So
let's dive into the world of Indian
destination weddings and uncover
how they can be both magical and

of Kerala's backwaters.

ing locanons. However,

budget-friendly,

Busting the Myth: Destination

Weddings Are NOT Expensive
The notion that

destinaton

weddings are exorbitantly expensive
15 widespread but not entirely
accurate. While it's true that a
wedding anywhere can rack up costs,
it doesn't have to break the bank.
In fact, destination weddngs can
often be more economical than
traditional ceremonies due to their
typically smaller guest hsts and
bundled venue packages.

For example, a wedding 1n
Rajasthan's stunning palaces mught
sound lavish, but many venues offer
all-inclusive packages that can end up
costing less than hosting a large
wedding in a metropolitan city like
Mumbai or Delhi. Simlarly,
choosing an off-season date can
significantly reduce expenses as
venues and vendors are more likely to
offer discounts.

How to Start Planning a Destina-
tion Wedding

As our events team always says,
planning a destination wedding
begins with choosing the right date

Destination weddings
are NOT expensive

Destination weddings can often be more economical than traditional ceremonies
due to their typically smaller guest lists and bundled venue packages

and envisioning your dream ceremo-
ny. The first step is to pick a date that
works for you, your partner, and your
closest family and friends. Consider
the season and weather conditions of
your desired destination to ensure a
comfortable and beautiful setting.

Research is the key - start by
exploring various locations and their
wedding offerings. Websites of
popular venues are a treasure trove of
information, showcasing the unique
features, amenities, and packages
each place provides. Dive into travel
blogs and wedding forums where
couples share their personal expen-
ences, tps, and reviews about
different destinations, These firsthand
accounts can provide valuable
insights into what to expect and how
[0 prepare.

Consider the overall vibe and
setting you want for your wedding.
Are you dreaming of a royal affair in
a grand palace, a laid-back beach
ceremony, or a rustic celebration in
the mountains? Each location offers
distinct advantages and can influence
the style and theme of your wedding,
Think about accessibility for your
guests, the local culture, and any
special attractions that could make
your wedding even more memorable,

How to Pick a Theme

The theme of your wedding sets
the tone for the entire event. India,
with its nich cultural background,
offers a plethora of themes to choose
from. Beach ceremonies mn Goa,
rustic hilltop vows i Shimla, royal
weddmngs 1 Jaipur or Udaipur are
just a few options.

When selecting a theme, consider
what best reflects your personalities
as a couple. Are you both history
buffs? A royval theme with
traditional attire and palatial decor
could be perfect. Nature lovers?
A beach or mountain wedding with

MNeil Patil
Founder, COO & CTO-Veena World
neil@veenaworld.com

eco-friendly decorations might be
ideal. Let the destination guide your

theme-the cultural and natural
backdrop will enhance the
overall aesthetic.

How to Decide on a Budget

Setting a budget is one of the most
crucial steps in planning a wedding.
Start by identifying the major expens-
es: venue, travel, accommodation,
catering, and decor. Allocate a
portion of your budget to each catego-
rv based on its importance to you.

For mstance, if the venue is a

—
. .

priority, you might choose a less
expensive catering option. Always
leave a buffer for unexpected costs -
about 10% of vour total budget.
Negotiating with vendors and seeking
out package deals can also help
keep expenses under control. A
sample budget for a destination
wedding in India mught look hke
this: - Venue and Decor: 40% - Travel
and Accommodation: 30% - Cater-
ing: 20% - Miscellaneous (Entertain-
ment, Photography, etc.): 10%.

Things to Keep in Mind

Planning a destination wedding
involves several logistical consider-
ations. Guest management is crucial -
send out ‘save-the-dates’ early and
provide detalled information about
travel and accommodation. Weather
is another key factor. Research
the best ime to wisit your chosen
destination to avoid extreme weather
conditions.

Decide whether to hire local
vendors or brning your own. Local
vendors can offer insights and

connections that out-of-town vendors
might lack, often at a lower cost.
Additionally, be mindful of regional
customs and traditions that could
influence your wedding plans, ensur-
ing your celebration respects and
incorporates local culture.

Destination Suggestions

India is a treasure trove of pictur-
esque wedding destinations. Here are
some top picks:

1. Udaipur: Known as the City of
Lakes, Udaipur offers regal palaces
and serene lakesides, perfect for a
royal wedding.

2. Goa: Famous for its beaches and
vibrant mightlife, Goa is ideal for
couples looking for a relaxed vet
lively wedding atmosphere.

3. Jaipur: The Pink City, with its
majestic forts and palaces, provides a
stunning backdrop for a traditional
Indian wedding.

4, Kerala: The tranquil backwaters
and lush greenery of Kerala offer a
serene setting for an intimate and
nature-inspired wedding.

ADVERTORIAL
5. Shimla: Nestled in the Himala-

yas, Shimla's cool climate and scenic
beauty make it a perfect choice for a
romantic mountain wedding.

For those seeking something
offbeat, consider locatons like
Jodhpur, with its desert charm, or
Alleppey, known for its houseboat
weddings on Kerala's backwaters.

To sum up, destination weddings
in India combine the allure of exotic
locales with the intimacy of a
close-knit celebration. By busting the
myth of high costs, starting your
planning early, and keeping a keen
eye on budget and logistics, you can
craft a wedding that is both enchant-
ing and economical.

Despite the challenges | faced with
my wedding plans due to the
pandemic, your dream of destination
weddings is possible, and the memo-
ries will be worth every effort. At
Veena World, we specialize in
creating unforgettable destination
weddings that perfectly capture your
vision. S0 If you want an easy-going
memorable stress-free wedding, let us
handle the logistics so you can focus
on the joy of your special day,
surrounded by the people you love in
a breathtaking location. Ready to
start planning your dream wedding in
the Incredible India? Whether you
choose a palace in Udaipur, a beach
in Goa, or a hillside in Shimla, your
big day awaits. So, where will you or
your loved one say, ‘I do"?
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in our new video series
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