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Centre ‘playing
with CM’s life}
says AAP

NEW DELHI

Senior AAP leader Sanjay Singh
on Saturday alleged that the
BJP-led Centre is “playing with
the life” of Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal by “keeping
him in jail”. » Page 2

Charges framed
against Chawla in
match-fixing row

NEW DELHI

A court in Delhi has framed
charges of cheating and
criminal conspiracy against
four accused, including
London-based bookie Sanjeev
Chawla, in a 2000 cricket
match-fixing scandal. 3 Page 7
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_ INDIA bloc wins 10 of 13 seats

i in Assembly bypolls; BJP gets 2

Congress and Trinamool win four seats each; BJP wins in Hamirpur of Himachal Pradesh, Amarwara of Madhya Pradesh;

AAP retains Jalandhar West; DMK wins in Vikravandi; Independent candidate beats RJD and JD(U) in Bihar’s Rupauli seat

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

10 out of 13 Assembly

seats where bypolls
were held, while the BJP
managed to wrest only
two, the Election Commis-
sion declared on Saturday.
The results of the July 10
Assembly bypolls, which
were held just over a
month after the Lok Sabha
election, were encouraging
for the Opposition coali-
tion, which had restricted
the BJP to 240 seats in the
Lok Sabha.

While the Congress and
Trinamool Congress won
four seats each, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP), Dravi-
da Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK), and an Indepen-
dent won one seat each.

The best news for the
Congress came from Hima-

l NDIA bloc parties won

Poll triumph
Here is the list of winners

of byelections in 13 Assembly
constituencies in seven States |

i

[i'] Clear mandate:
|
Trinamool Congress
supporters celebrate
J the party’s victory in
Ranaghat Dakshin
constituency. PTI

-

T CEECTE Wimer
Raiganj West Bengal | Trinamool _Dehra Himachal Pradesh | Congress
Ranaghat Dakshin | West Bengal | Trinamool _Nalagarh Himachal Pradesh | Congress

Hamil Hil hal Pradesh | BJP
Bagda West Bengal | Trinamool — e PUr mAChFRaCed
o e A Madhya Pradesh | BJP.
Maniktala West Bengal | Trinamool Tarolliiad ok
Manglaur Uttarakhand | Congress  ~jaiandhar West | Punjab =
Badrinath Uttarakhand | Congress  Rupauli Bihar Independent

chal Pradesh, where it won
two constituencies — Deh-
ra and Nalagarh — while
only Hamirpur went to the
BJP. With this, the Con-
gress has returned to its
original strength of 40
MLAs in the State.

The bypoll in Himachal
Pradesh had been necessi-

tated after three Indepen-
dents withdrew support to
the Congress and joined
the BJP. The position of
Chief Minister Sukhwinder
Singh Sukhu was further
strengthened with his wife
Kamlesh Thakur winning
from Dehra.

There was also good

news for the Congress in
Uttarakhand, with the par-
ty retaining the Badrinath
seat. The sitting MLA from
the seat Rajendra Singh
Bhandari, who had defect-
ed to the ruling BJP, was
defeated by the Congress’s
Lakhapat Singh Butola.
Trying to project a larger

political message in the Ba-
drinath victory, Congress
MP Manickam Tagore post-
ed on X, saying, “Hate de-
feated & love won in Ayod-
hya in Loksabha... Again
Hate defeated & love won
in Badrinath today.”

The party also wrested
the Manglaur seat in Utta-
rakhand from the Bahujan
Samaj Party; the bypoll
was held after the death of
sitting MLA Sarwat Karim
Ansari.

In West Bengal, the Tri-
namool Congress conti-
nued to reign supreme,
wresting three seats from
BJP, namely Raiganj, Ra-
naghat Dakshin, and Bag-
da. In all three seats, BJP
MLAs had switched sides.
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Nobel laureate supports India’s
pursuit for a neutrino lab
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Italian police free 33 Indian
farm workers from ‘slavery’

Reuters
ROME

Italian police said on Satur-
day they had freed 33 In-
dian farm labourers from
slave-like working condi-
tions in the northern Vero-
na Province and seized al-
most €500,000 (about
4.5 crore) from their two
alleged abusers.

Labour exploitation is in
the spotlight in Italy follow-
ing an accident in June in
which an Indian fruit pick-
er died after his arm was
severed by machinery.

In the latest case, police
said the alleged gangmas-
ters, also from India,
brought fellow nationals to
Italy on seasonal work per-
mits, asking them to pay
€17,000 (about %15 lakh)

Members of the Indian
community in Italy seek justice
for the Indian worker who died
inan accidentin June. ap

each and promising them a
better future.

The migrants were given
farm jobs, working seven
days a week and 10-12
hours a day for just €4
(about ¥360) per hour,
which was entirely docked
from them until they set-

tled all their debts, police
said, describing their treat-
ment as “slavery”.

Some were asked to
continue working for free
to pay an additional
€13,000 (about %12 lakh)
for a permanent work per-
mit “which, in reality,
would have never been gi-
ven to them”, the police
statement said.

The alleged abusers
were charged with crimes
connected to slavery and
labour exploitation, while
the victims will be offered
protection, work oppor-
tunities and legal residen-
cy papers, the police said.

Italy has growing labour
shortages often filled via
immigration, and has a mi-
grant work visa system that
has faced cases of fraud.

Indian man
among 3 dead
in Nepal twin
bus accident

Press Trust of India
KATHMANDU

The body of a 40-year-old
Indian national working in
Nepal was among three
corpses recovered by res-
cuers on Saturday from the
wreckage of two buses that
were swept by a mudslide
into a rain-swollen river
with more than 50 passen-
gers on Friday.

The two buses carrying
54 passengers, including
seven Indians, went mis-
sing in the Trishuli in the
landslips in Chitwan dis-
trict on Friday. Three peo-
ple swam to safety later.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 7

Chance treasure discovery sparks frenzy

An 18th-century pot with gold and silver coins was found by labourers digging a rainwater pit in

Kannur; as the news generated excitement, police cordoned off the site for possible excavations

C.P. Sajit
KANNUR

he chance

discovery of a pot

containing
18th-century gold and
silver coins, and other
period artefacts has
suddenly elevated the
profile of the sleepy village
of Chengalai in Kannur
district of Kerala.

Captivated by news of
buried treasure, scores of
people, possibly including
fortune-seekers, are
making a beeline for the
leafy suburb dotted with
rubber plantations.

The excitement
generated by the news of
the find has prompted the
police to cordon off the
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Hidden fortune: The 18th-century gold and silver coins foundina
potat Chengalai in Kannur district of Kerala. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

spot for possible future
excavations by the State
Archaeology Department.
A group of local women
labourers engaged in

digging a rainwater
harvesting pit for the
Parappai Government
School on Friday were the
first to experience the

exhilaration of discovering
the buried treasure.

The homemakers, all
beneficiaries of the rural
employment guarantee
scheme, said they
approached the “strange
object” with trepidation.

Some feared sorcery
and wondered if the pot
contained dark magic
artefacts. Others worried
the orb-shaped object
could be an unexploded
crude bomb, often used to
settle political scores in
Kannur. Nevertheless,
their fear turned into
excitement when they
discovered the pot held a
fortune from the past.
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‘Canal breach fixed, water
supply in Dwarka to resume’

The Munal Canal breach, which had caused
flooding in north-west Delhi’s Bawana area and
impacted water supply in parts of the city, has
been fixed, Water Minister Atishi said on Saturday.
“The Dwarka water treatment plant will start
operating from 4 p.m. and the water supply in
Dwarka will resume from tonight,” she added. The
Minister said flood water has also been cleared
from residential areas in Bawana and a health
camp has been set up to provide medicines to the
residents to prevent waterborne diseases.

Give teachers higher salary as

per pay panel: HC to schools

The Delhi High Court has ordered over 40 private
city schools to start paying salary to their staff as
per recommendations of the 7th Central Pay
Commission or be ready for government
takeover. In its July 2 order, it asked the schools
to specify “how and in what manner and time”
they will be able to make the payments. “If the

schools are unable to comply...,

this court shall

be compelled to pass a direction to the DoE to
take steps for taking over the schools,” it said.

Amid row over tree
felling, DDA says it
planted 50,000 trees

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) on Satur-
day said it has planted
50,000 trees and 5,50,000
shrubs in fiscal year 2024-
25 so far across the city and
is taking steps to ensure
the saplings are nurtured
sufficiently to achieve opti-
mal survival. “Seized of its
responsibility towards
making Delhi green and
maintaining a sustainable
habitat, the DDA has been
consistently undertaking
plantation drives under
the directions of Lieute-
nant- Governor V.K. Saxe-
na and direct supervision
of Vice-Chairman Subhash-
ish Panda,” the DDA said in
astatement.

AAP distributes plants

Earlier in the day, Environ-
ment Minister Gopal Rai
said the Delhi government
organised a Vikas Sabha in
Bijwasan Assembly consti-
tuency and distributed
free saplings. The Minister
said a target has been set to
plant and distribute more

than 64 lakh saplings this
year under a plantation
campaign that started
from July 11.

The DDA, the L-G and
the Delhi government are
currently under scrutiny
by the Supreme Court over
the felling of 1,100 trees in
the protected Ridge area as
well as 422 trees in the
non-Ridge area. The SC is
hearing a contempt peti-
tion against the DDA over
“illegal” felling of trees in
the Ridge.

Under the plantation
campaign, Mr. Rai said dis-
tribution of plants will be
done across Assembly con-
stituencies of Delhi. Mean-
‘while, the Aam Aadmi Par-
ty attacked Mr. Saxena,
who is the chairperson of
DDA, for felling trees in the
Ridge area and questioned
the BJP’s silence over the
issue.

AAP’s Dilip Pandey said
ata press meet that the Kej-
riwal government is trying
to make Delhi pollution-
free by increasing the
green cover, but the BJP
and the L-G are “illegally
felling trees”.

OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE

In memory of

Parmesh Eashwar

who passed away on Friday 12th July 2024

May God shower him with eternal peace.
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Centre ‘playing with CM’s
life by keeping him in jail’,
says AAP; old rhetoric: BJP

AAP Rajya Sabha member Sanjay Singh says CM lost over 8 kg of body weight since arrest by ED;

Delhi BJP chief Sachdeva says Kejriwal never sought treatment while out on bail during LS poll

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

enior Aam Aadmi
SParty (AAP) leader

and Rajya Sabha
member Sanjay Singh on
Saturday alleged that the
BJP-led Centre is “playing
with the life” of Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
by “keeping him in jail”
despite severe weight loss
and fluctuations in his
blood sugar levels.

Delhi BJP president Vi-
rendra Sachdeva junked
the charge, calling it the
“same old rhetoric” AAP
uses whenever it sees
chances for bail to the CM,
arrested by Central probe
agencies in cases linked to
the now-withdrawn 2021-
22 Delhi excise policy.

There was no comment
on the issue from officials
of Tihar Jail, where the
Chief Minister is currently
lodged.

Mr. Kejriwal was grant-
ed interim bail on Friday
by the Supreme Court in a
money laundering case re-
gistered by the Enforce-

-
AAP Rajya Sabha member Sanjay Singh addressing reporters at the

party headquarters in New Delhi on

ment Directorate (ED) with
regard to the alleged excise
policy scam.

However, he will have to
remain in jail till the Delhi
High Court decides on his
bail plea in another related
case filed by the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI).

The CBI had arrested
the Chile Minister on June
26, a day after the High
Court stayed the statutory
bail granted to him by the

Saturday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR
trial court in the ED case.

‘Health concerns’

Mr. Singh told reporters
that the Chief Minister’s
body weight has dropped
to 61.5 kg from 70 kg since
March 21, when he was ar-
rested by the ED.

“A conspiracy is being
hatched by the BJP and its
Centre to keep him in jail,
harass him and make him
suffer from the most se-
rious disease,” he alleged.

“Losing 8.5 kg of body
weight and not knowing
the reason for it is a symp-
tom of many serious dis-
eases,” Mr. Singh said, ad-
ding that the CM is also
facing fluctuations in sugar
levels.

He alleged that when
the BJP-led Centre saw that
Mr. Kejriwal was likely to
get relief from the Su-
preme Court, they direct-
ed the CBI to arrest him in
a “false case”.

“Kejriwal will get bail
soon in the CBI case as
well. We will then respond
to this harassment by the
BJP,” Mr. Singh added.

Reacting to it, Mr. Sach-
deva said the Rajya Sabha
MP should remember that
when the Chief Minister
was granted 21-day bail by
the Supreme Court to cam-
paign in the Lok Sabha
poll, he “never went for
any treatment”. He said
the CM during the Lok Sab-
ha election had asked vo-
ters if they wanted to see
him out of jail but people
“rejected” his call as AAP
lost the election in Delhi.

'Not opting out of
CUET; classes from
August 16: DU V-C

Ashna Butani
NEW DELHI

Delhi University (DU) Vice-
Chancellor Yogesh Singh
on Saturday said they are
not considering opting out
of the Common University
Entrance Test (CUET) re-
gime, amid growing con-
cerns about the delay in
the declaration of results.

Mr. Singh also said the
university will start hold-
ing classes from August 16,
which he said is a tentative
date assuming that there
will be a three-week delay
in the declaration of
results.

The unified exam for ad-
missions to Central univer-
sities is conducted by the
National Testing Agency
(NTA), which is facing criti-
cism over the delay in the
CUET-UG results, a qualify-
ing test for admission to
undergraduate courses.

Several professors at the
university’s Academic
Council meeting on Friday
had demanded to opt out
of the testing system.

Anote by the Democrat-
ic Teachers’ Front (DTF)
said the NTA has declared a
retest for CUET-UG from
July 15 to 19. “With the inor-
dinate delay in the CUET-
UG results, admissions are

| nowhere in sight,” it said.

The delay in results has led to
the demand to opt out of the
CUET. FILE PHOTO

It said the CUET re-
placed a “time-tested sys-
tem” and the DU adminis-
tration’s “hurried decision
to opt for CUET without re-
gard to the concerns raised
by teachers has resulted in
total chaos and delay in ad-
missions”.

In response, the Vice-
Chancellor said, “Even if
the university conducts its
own exam, we would face
a similar set of challenges.”

‘Following UGC norms’
Meanwhile, a university of-
ficial said institutes cannot
opt out of the CUET as they
follow the University
Grants Commission (UGC)
guidelines. “There are
some delays, but we will
wait for the results and be-
gin the admission process
soon,” he said.

DDA defers demolition
drive in Majnu ka Tila

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) on Satur-
day postponed its demoli-
tion drive on the Yamuna
floodplains near the gurd-
wara at Majnu ka Tila, an
area where several Hindu
refugee families from Pakis-
tan have been living for ov-
er a decade now. The auth-
ority did not give the
reason for deferring the
drive undertaken to comp-
ly with the orders of the Na-
tional Green Tribunal
(NGT) and Delhi High
Court, sources said.
Recently, some refugee
families living in the area
were granted citizenship
under the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, 2019,
The DDA had in a notice
on Thursday asked the resi-

The DDA did not
give any reason for
deferring the drive
undertaken following
the orders of the

HC and the NGT

dents to vacate their homes
by Friday. It added that the
affected families can put up
at shelter homes run by the
Delhi Urban Shelter Im-
provement Board for now.
Dharamveer Solanki, a re-
fugee from Pakistan, said
the demolition team did
not reach his area but con-
ducted the drive near Civil
Lines. “We have been asked
to vacate our premises but
we haven’'t moved out yet,”
he said. The structures that
have been removed were
built on land belonging to
the Land and Development
Office, a police officer said.

Dissenting DU professors say Hindu Studies
syllabus focuses on ‘Brahmanical texts’

Ashna Butani
NEW DELHI

As the amended syllabus
for Delhi University’s MA in
Hindu Studies got a nod
from the Academic Council
on Friday, a section of
teachers said the syllabus
focuses on “orthodox Brah-
manical texts”, leaving no
room for criticism and im-
portant texts by thinkers
such as Debiprasad Chatto-
padhyaya, Dr. B.R. Ambed-
kar, and Daya Krishna.

The Centre for Hindu
Studies, established last
year, started its first MA
batch in November 2023.
Until now, the Centre was
teaching Hindu Studies as
per the University Grants
Commission-National Eligi-
bility Test (UGC-NET) sylla-
bus. Prerna Malhotra, Joint
Director of the Centre, said,

“We were following the
UGC-NET syllabus so far.
But since it is a two-year MA
course, more papers need-
ed to be added. A commit-
tee was formed to draft the
new papers.”

‘Passed unanimously’
Nine teachers wrote in their
dissent note that the “Brah-
manical texts” were “pro-
minently featured” while
“heterodox texts” have
been inserted only in a to-
kenistic manner.

It added that other Indic
traditions such as Sraman-
ism, Charvaka, Jainism,
Buddhism, and tribal tradi-
tions were not included in
the syllabus.

Ms. Malhotra said there
was, however, no dissent in
the Academic Council
meeting and it was passed
unanimously. “Moreover,
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after the course was draft-
ed, it went through multi-
ple rounds of suggestions
such as in the governing bo-
dy meeting, which com-
prised several scholars and
experts, and the Standing
Committee for Academic
Matters meeting... we had
incorporated all these sug-
gestions,” she said.

The amended syllabus
includes proposed electives
such as ‘An Introduction to
Vedic Literature’, ‘Upanish-
ad Parichaya’, ‘Dharma and
Religion’, ‘Bhagavad Gita
for Humanity’, and ‘Hindu
Thinkers’. The paper on
‘Hindu Thinkers’ includes
thinkers such as Ramanuja-
charya, Dayananda Saras-
wati, Swami Vivekanand,
Sri Aurobindo, Bal Gangad-
har Tilak and Vinayak Da-
modar Savarkar.

The statement by the

M.P. STATE ELECTRONICS DEVELOPMENT

CORPORATION LIMITED

State IT Center, 47-A, Arera Hills, Bhopal - 462011 (M.P.)
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS (NIT)
MPSEDC invites online proposals for following bids on GEM Portal :

dissenting teachers said
that works of renowned
scholars such as Debipra-
sad Chattopadhyaya and

Daya Krishna have not been
included.
“Further, Ambedkar’s

important work on Hin-
duism — Riddles in Hin-

duism — is conspicuous by
its absence,” added the
statement.

Professor Maya John,
one of the dissenting mem-
bers, said, “The reading list
represents only a certain
tradition of scholarship on
Hinduism, while heterodox
positions such as Marxist,
feminist, Periyarist, Am-
bedkarite etc., are sadly ab-
sent... The readings are not
as expansive, and a critical
component is missing. So,
it would not provide scho-
lars with the perspective
that they need.”
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1 MPSEDC/P&A/2024/560

& DG Set at IT Park - Badwai, Bhopal

Operations & Maintenance of 33 kv Sub Station,

Electrical Installations|

2 MPSEDC/P&A/2024/561

& DG Set at IT Park — Ganga Malanpur

Operations & Maintenance of 33 kv Sub Station,

Electrical Installations|
r, Gwalior

3 MPSEDC/P& 4/564

Operations & Mai n

of 33 kv Sub Station,
& DG Set at IT Park - Bargihills, Jabalpur

1 | GEM/2024/B/5131153

Operation & Maintenance Of Lifts (Elevators) - Gomplete System -
T

Park - Badwai, Bhopal

2 | GEM/2024/B/5131540

Operation & Maintenance Of Lifts (Elevators) - Complete System -|
T Park - F

Indore

Electrical

4 MPSEDC/P

Operations & Maintenan
& DG Set at IT Park - Pardeshipura, Inc

of 33 kv Sub Station,

Elecirical Installations|
dore

5 MPSEDC/P&A/2024/563

& DG Set at IT Park - Sinhasa, Indore

Operations & Maintenance of 33 kv Sub Station,

Electrical Installations|
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3 | GEM/2024/B/5131618

Operation & Maintenance Of Lifts (Elevators) - Complete System —|
T Park - Sinhasa, Indore

4 | GEM/2024/B/5131361

Operation & Maintenance Of Lifts (Elevators) -
— IT Park - Jabalpur

Complete System|

5 | GEM/2024/B/5131475

Operation & Maintenance Of Lifts (Elevators) - Complete System|
— IT Park — Gwalior
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MPSEDC invites online proposals from suitable agencies for following RFP/Tenders :

S. Tender No.
No.

NIT

S. Tender No.
No.

NIT

1 MPSEDC/P&A/2024/555

Hiring of Agency for Facility Management Services for IT Park- Badwai,
hopal

2 MPSEDC/P8A/2024/556

Jabaipur

Hiring of Agency for Facility Management Services for [T Park- Barginills,

3 MPSEDG/P8A/2024/557

Gwalior

Hiring of Agency for Facility Management Services for IT Park- Malanpur,

4 MPSEDC/P&A/2024/558

Pardeshipura, Indore

Hiring of Agency for Faclity Management Services for IT Park-

-1 MPSEDC/P&A/2024/559

Hiring of Agency for Facillty Managern:
Indore:

ent Services for IT Park- Sinhasa,
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1 MPSEDC/P&A/2024/566

Annual Maintenance Contract for Civil, Plumbing and Sanitary Work of]
Common area of IT Park campus & MPSEDC Buildings at Badwai, and|
SITC Building at Arera Hills, Bhopal (M.P.)

2 | MPSEDC/ P&A /2024/566

Annual Maintenance Contract for Civil, Plumbing and Sanitary Work of
Common area of IT Park campus & MPSEDC Buildings at Gwalior (M.P)

3 MPSEDG/ P&A /2024/568

(M.P)

Annual Maintenance Contract for Civil, Plumbing and Sanitary Work|
of Gommon area of IT Park campus & MPSEDC Buildings at Jabalpur]

4 | MPSEDC/ P&A /2024587

RFP For Annual Maintenance Contract for Civil, Plumbing and Sanitary}
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Maharashtra public security Bill
will outlaw dissent, say activists

Several sections of the proposed law tabled by Mahayuti govt. to ‘curb Naxalism’ violate human rights or are vague in

definition, says Teesta Setalvad; journalistic fraternity says it can criminalise reportage on inequalities, people’s protests

Ateeq Shaikh
MUMBAI

t least seven sec-
Ations of the Maha-
rashtra Special Pu-

blic Security Bill, 2024
tabled by the Mahayuti go-
vernment in the Assembly
on July 11 are vague, bypass
courts or give overriding
powers to the State machin-
ery, which is beyond its aim
of curbing Naxalism, ac-
cording to activists and
members of civil society.

Deputy Chief Minister
and Minister for Law and
Judiciary Devendra Fadna-
vis had justified the intro-
duction of the Bill saying
that Naxalism is not limited
to remote areas and has
reached the cities through
frontal organisations.

The Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, 1967 and
the Maharashtra Control of
Organised Crime Act, 1999
are in force in the State,
but the government has
said existing laws are inef-
fective to curb these organ-
isations in urban areas.

The Assembly’s mon-
soon session concluded on
July 12 without passing the
Bill and the government
has not yet issued a formal
statement on whether it
will be reintroduced.

Members of civil society
are of the view that the
proposed law, which has

‘Draconian law’

Activists claim the Maharashtra Special Public Security
Bill loosely defines ‘unlawful activity’, and will be prone to

‘malicious misuse’ by the police

Section Offence

Section & (1)

Up to three-year jail term, 3 lakh ﬁns for
members of ‘unlawful

Up to two-year jail term, 22 lakh fine for

Section 8(2)

contributing to or harbouring any member of

‘unlawful organisations’

Up to three-year jail term, 23 lakh fine for

Section 8 (3)

managing or assisting the management of

‘unlawful organisations’

academics, activists, Oppo-
sition leaders,” she said.
According to her, the
Bill has vague and broad
definitions of ‘an unlawful
activity’. “The interpreta-
tion of Section 2 (f) (i),
which constitutes a danger
or menace to public order,
peace and tranquility, is
problematic. The word
‘menace’ has been used.
Menace is not defined
anywhere. The dictionary

Up to seven-year jail term, 25 lakh fine for

Section 8 (4)

committing or attempting to commit unlawful

| activity of ‘unlawful organisations’

If declared unlawful, officials may take

Section 9(2)

possession of the notified place and evict any

person found within
If declared unlawful, officials may take

Section 10 (1)

possession of all money, securities or assets

found in the notified place

Section 16 (1)

All offences are cognisable and non-bailable

been enacted in States
such as Chhattisgarh, Te-
langana, Andhra Pradesh
and Odisha to prevent “un-
lawful activities”, could
have farreaching conse-
quences in Maharashtra.

‘Anti-people Bill’

“This is an anti-people Bill.
If the Opposition does not
stop it, the Bill must be
fought on the streets. It will
turn Maharashtra into a
police State and outlaw dis-
sent and portray protesters
as urban Naxals,” Tushar
Gandhi, great-grandson of

Mahatma Gandhi, said.
Activist Teesta Setalvad
said seven sections of the
Bill either violate human
rights or are vague in defi-
nition. “This is a draco-
nian, anti-constitutional
proposed law. Maharash-
tra follows Jammu & Kash-
mir, Chhattisgarh, and Od-
isha to table a third
draconian law avowedly to
tackle ‘urban Naxals’, nota
legally defined but a politi-
cally stigmatising term
used by proto-fascist forces
to criminalise protest and
dissent, and jail writers,

is ‘dangerous act
of a person’. So, anything
can be dangerous and
brought under the Act.
This is loosening of defini-
tions. The included words
should be well-defined, not
left to be interpreted loose-
ly by the police,” she said.

The activist said Section
9 provides draconian pow-
ers to the District Magis-
trate and the Commission-
er of Police. “Under this,
they can take possession of
or seize any notified area
and evict persons from
that premises. If any wo-
men and children live
there, ‘reasonable time’ is
the only protection given
to them,” she said.

The journalistic fraterni-
ty has demanded the Bill’s
withdrawal as it “poses a
serious threat” to freedom
of expression and speech.
It can “criminalise repor-
tage” of existing socio-eco-
nomic inequalities and pe-

ople’s legitimate protests.
Indra Kumar Jain, gener-
al secretary of Brihan-
mumbai Union of Journal-
ists, said, “The Bill's
definition of ‘unlawful” is
broad and arbitrary, bring-
ing into its net any ‘action
taken by an individual or
organisation whether by
committing an act or by
words either spoken or
written or by signs or by
visible representation’.”

‘Repressive, arbitrary’
The Maharashtra unit of
the People’s Union for Civil
Liberties (PUCL) in a state-
ment on Saturday defined
the Bill as repressive, un-
constitutional, arbitrary,
and allowing misuse.

“The draft of the Bill
was not made available in
the public domain nor
made open to public scru-
tiny and objections; nor
was it vetted by any body
of legal experts and practi-
tioners. The tabling of the
Bill in haste in the last few
days of the monsoon ses-
sion, just two months be-
fore the State Assembly
elections are to be held, is
itself indicative of the opac-
ity of the entire process
and suspect motives be-
hind its introduction,” read
a statement signed by ad-
vocates Mihir Desai, presi-
dent, and Lara Jesani, gen-
eral secretary, of PUCL.

Employment dept. issues
notice to firm in Gujarat for
chaos at job interview site

Press Trust of India
BHARUCH

A notice has been issued to
a private firm days after
nearly 800 people turned
up for walk-in interviews
organised by it for 40 va-
cancies, triggering chaos at
the venue in Gujarat’s Bha-
ruch district, an official
said on Saturday.

A video had gone viral
on social media on Thurs-
day showing large queues,
with people pushing and
shoving as aspirants tried
to get a toehold on a ramp
leading to the entrance of a
hotel where the interviews
were being held.

On July 2, the private
company at Jhagadia con-
ducted a recruitment drive
at a hotel where hundreds
of aspirants turned up for
40 vacancies, District Em-
ployment Officer Sanjay
Gohil said.

“After the video went vi-
ral, we learnt about the in-
cident and talked to the
plant manager and HR
managers of the company

Timings
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A stampede-like
situation occurred
at the venue and
caused the collapse
of a ramp’s railing

and carried out an inspec-
tion on July 12,” Mr. Gohil
said.

The company had not
informed the employment
office in advance regarding
the vacancies, he said.

“We checked the record
and issued notice to the
company. The district ad-
ministration needs to be in-
formed in advance so that
such a situation does not
arise,” Mr. Gohil said.

The stampede-like situa-
tion occurred due to mis-
management at the venue
which caused the collapse
of the railing of the ramp,
leading to several job-seek-
ers falling off.

The incident, which
took place on Tuesday, trig-
gered a verbal duel bet-
ween the Opposition Con-
gress and the BJP. While

the Congress said it had ex-
posed the ‘Gujarat model’
(of development the ruling
party talks about), the BJP
said the former was trying
to defame the State
through the video.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi shared the video on
micro-blogging platform X.
“The “disease of unemploy-
ment’ has taken the form of
an epidemic in India, and
BJP-ruled States have be-
come the ‘epicentre’ of this
disease. The ‘future of In-
dia’ jostling in queues for a
common job is the reality
of Narendra Modi’s ‘Amrit-
kal',” he tweeted in Hindi.

As per the police, the
company had arranged
walk-in interviews for near-
ly 40 vacancies in five diffe-
rent roles. The company
booked a hall in a hotel ex-
pecting some 150 candi-
dates. However, 800
turned up and company of-
ficials had to shut the door
to control the crowd,
which led to the situation
shown in the video, the SP
of Bharuch had said.

CPI(M) leader killed
in Tripura ahead of
panchayat elections

Press Trust of India
AGARTALA

A Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) leader, Badal
Shill, who was critically in-
Jjured in an attack in south
Tripura’s Rajnagar, died
while undergoing treat-
ment at a hospital on Satur-
day, police said.

The party alleged that
Shill, a Zila Parishad candi-
date in the upcoming pan-
chayat elections, was mur-
dered by goons backed by
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), and called a 12-hour
Statewide bandh on Sun-
day. Shill had on July 1L
filed nomination papers
for the panchayat polls.

FIR lodged

The police said the attack-
ers are yet to be identified,
and an investigation is un-
der way. South Tripura SP
Ashok Kumar Sinha said,
“Police visited the spot im-
mediately after coming to
know about the incident.
The victim was not in a
condition to tell the police
anything. However, we

Party accuses goons

backed by BJP of

committing crime,

calls our bandh
State today

lodged a suo motu case.”

Shill was attacked by a
group of men with a ‘dao’
or machete, sticks and oth-
er weapons at Rajnagar
market, his family alleged.

AIG (Law and Order)
Ananta Das said Shill died
while undergoing treat-
ment at the State-run GB
Pant Hospital in Agartala.
“His post-mortem has
been completed and the
body will be handed over
to his family,” he said.

‘Murder of democracy’
CPI(M) State secretary Ji-
tendra Chaudhury, who is
also the Leader of the Op-
position, said Shill had re-
ceived severe head inju-
ries. “It is the murder of
democracy by the BJP.”

Left Front convener Na-
rayan Kar said the State-
wide bandh would begin at
6 a.m. and end at 6 p.m.

Amid internal tussle, BIP’s
Puducherry unit to hold
executive committee meet

Rajesh B. Nair
PUDUCHERRY

Amid the internal tussle —
a fallout of the electoral de-
feat in the Lok Sabha polls
in the Puducherry Lok
Sabha seat — the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) will hold
a crucial meeting of its ex-
ecutive committee at the
party office in Puducherry
on Sunday.

The BJP national leader-
ship has deputed Union
Minister of Coal and Mines
G. Kishan Reddy to oversee
the proceedings of the ex-
ecutive committee.

Party in-charge Nirmal
Kumar Surana, Ministers,
legislators, and senior of-
ficer-bearers would attend
the meeting, a party leader
told The Hindu.

The deputation of Mr.
Reddy assumes impor-

Union Minister G. Kishan Reddy
has been deputed to oversee
the proceedings of the meeting.

tance as a section of BJP le-
gislators and Independents
backing the party in the As-
sembly have been de-
manding reshuffle of BJP
Ministers in the National
Democratic Alliance go-
vernment in Puducherry.
Around seven legisla-
tors, including three BJP

MLAs, three Indepen-
dents, and a nominated
member belonging to the
BJP, recently met party na-
tional president J.P. Nadda,
Union Law Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal, and BJP or-
ganising secretary B.L.
Santhosh in New Delhi de-
manding changes in the
Ministry after Home Minis-
ter A. Namassivayam con-
ceded defeat to Congress
candidate V. Vaithilingam
in the Lok Sabha polls.

Former BJP Puducherry
president V. Saminathan
has also demanded the re-
signation of incumbent
president S.
Selvaganabathy.

He blamed Mr. Selvaga-
nabathy’s “autocratic style
of functioning”, which
“alienated genuine party
workers”, for the defeat of
the party candidate.

Madras HC grants time till
July 23 for Tamil Nadu govt. to
finalise its dog breeding policy

Mohamed Imranullah S.
CHENNAI

‘The Madras High Court has
granted time till July 23 for
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment to finalise its dog
breeding policy aimed at
ensuring ethical breeding,
conserve native germ-
plasm, prevent introduc-
tion of diseases from fo-
reign countries, introduce
licensing regime for breed-
ers and monitor them.

Changes suggested
Justice Anita Sumanth
granted the time after se-
nior counsel R. Srinivas
submitted a list of amend-
‘ments suggested by Kennel
Club of India (KCI) to the
draft policy and Additional
Government Pleader Vadi-
velu Deenadayalan said the
government was open to
considering suggestions.

“Let the parties liaise
with one another, prior to
the next date of hearing, in
order that all items are dis-
cussed and what needs to
be included be decided. A
finalised version of the dog
breeding policy shall be
placed before this court on
the next date of hearing,”
the judge ordered.

In its suggestions, the
KCI said, the draft rules
state that applicants for
breeder licence from Tamil
Nadu Animal Welfare
Board (TNAWB) must sub-

mit a licence issued by the
local body concerned and
a no-objection certificate
for the premises but do not
prescribe qualifications of
the licensing authority.

“This is not a job that
can be entrusted to per-
sons not qualified to eval-
uate breeding stock or fa-
cilities required to do so,”
the council said, objecting
to random neutering of
male dogs and spaying of
bitches if their offsprings
were found to be suffering
from genetic defects.

“It is important to ascer-
tain by appropriate tests
whether a particular trait is
genetic in nature before ar-
riving at conslusions. Ran-
dom neutering and sterili-
zations without a scientific
basis will not only be detri-
mental to the health of the
animal but also amount to
cruelty,” KCI said.

Further, referring to the
draft policy stating that ka-
ryotyping should be done
before engaging a dog for
breeding and that the ani-
mal should be sterilized if
it shows any chromosomal
abnormality or defect, the
council said, it was not
clear whether the TNAWB
would provide facilities for
such testing.

Breeding conditions

The council also objected
to a condition imposed un-
der the draft policy that

only normal, healthy and
matured dogs of both gen-
der and those that had
reached eighteen months
of age should be bred after
being certified as healthy
by a veterinary practition-
er at least 10 days prior to
breeding.

“Some breeds, especial-
ly toy breeds, reach sexual
maturity earlier than 18
months so the condition
related to breeding should
be breed/size specific,” the
council said and added
that there could also not be
an absolute rule that no fe-
male dog should be ex-
ploited to produce litters in
two consecutive breeding
seasons.

“Females of certain
breeds come into estrus
only once a year. There-
fore, this absolute rule for
all breeds will cause injus-
tice,” the council said and
opposed the other rule
that no dog should be used
for mating after the age of
eight years. It said some
breeds live for over 18
years and healthy males
could be used even after
eight years.

The council also batted
for allowing tail docking
and ear cropping for cer-
tain breeds since it caters
to their well-being and also
because technology had
advanced now, making the
process very easy and
painless.
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Rajnath treated for back pain,

discharged from AIIMS

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh was on Saturday
discharged from AIIMS in Delhi, two days after
he was admitted to the hospital with complaints
of back pain, an official said on Saturday.
According to ATIMS media cell in-charge Dr. Rima
Dada, he was treated for his back pain and
discharged around 2 p.m. on Saturday. e

Jarange-Patil extends deadline

for Mahayuti govt. by a week

Maratha quota activist Manoj Jarange-Patil has
extended the deadline for the Mahayuti
government to meet his demands by a week to
July 20. The one-month deadline agreed upon
earlier ended on Saturday. If the government fails
to provide the reservation given to the Kunbi
community for the blood relatives of Marathas,
he has threatened to nominate candidates for all
288 seats in the upcoming Assembly election.

Bihar Police to probe youth

for waving Palestinian flag

Bihar Police has launched an investigation after a
video purportedly showing a youth waving a
Palestinian flag at a Muharram procession in
Darbhanga district went viral on social media, an
officer said on Saturday. The flag was seized the
moment it was noticed, said Munna Khan, head
of the district Muharram committee. Police said
appropriate action will be taken against those

found guilty. en

H.P. bypoll: Cong. wrests 2 of In major boost,
3 seats from Independents,
returns to 40-MLA mark

People of Himachal have rejected politics of defection, our victory a lesson to all on outcome of

toppling elected govt: CM Sukhu; will look into shortcomings that led to poll defeat, says BJP

Press Trust of India
SHIMLA

wo of the three In-
T dependent legisla-
tors who had quit

and joined the BJP lost to
Congress candidates in the
bypolls held to three As-
sembly constituencies in
Himachal Pradesh on Sa-
turday.

BJP’s Hoshiyar Singh
lost Dehra Assembly seat
by a margin of 9,399 votes
to Congress candidate
Kamlesh Thakur, the wife
of Chief Minister Sukhvin-
der Singh Sukhu, who
broke the jinx of three con-
secutive defeats in the seat.
Congress’s Hardeep Singh
Bawa defeated K.L. Thakur
of the BJP in Nalagarh As-
sembly seat by 8,990
votes.

Ashish Sharma of the
BJP, however, managed to
defeat Congress candidate
Pushpinder Verma in Ha-
mirpur by a margin of 1,571
votes.

With the conclusion of
the bypolls, the Congress is
back at the 40-MLA mark
in the 68-member State As-
sembly — a number which
had dropped to 34 after six
legislators had quit and
Jjoined the BJP. It regained
four seats in the Assembly
bypolls held alongside the

o ol

Victorious: Congress candidate Kamlesh Thalur receiving her

certificate after winning the Dehra Assembly seat. pTI

Lok Sabha elections in
June, and two more on Sa-
turday.

The three Independent
legislators — Mr. Singh, Mr.
Thakur and Mr. Sharma —
had resigned from the As-
sembly on March 22 after
voting for BJP candidate
Harsh Mahajan in the Rajya
Sabha election. Their resig-
nation was accepted by As-
sembly Speaker on June 3,
thus necessitating the bye-
lections.

Six Congress MLAs had
also cross-voted for the BJP
nominee, and later joined
the BJP as well.

The BJP, meanwhile,
now has 28 seats in the Vid-
han Sabha. In a first, there

are no Independent MLAs
in the Assembly.

Mr. Sukhu said the peo-
ple of Himachal Pradesh
had “rejected the politics
of defection” and defeated
the BJP.

“The voters have given a
befitting reply to the Con-
gress turncoats, and it is a
lesson for the next fifty
years for all parties that
toppling elected govern-
ments with money power
will not yield results,” he
said.

‘Accept mandate’

The BJP said it “accepted
the people’s mandate” and
would continue to fight for
their welfare.

Former Chief Minister
and current Leader of Op-
position Jai Ram Thakur in
a statement said the party
would look into the short-
comings which led to its
defeat in the bypolls. “We
accept the people’s man-
date. Our fight for the wel-
fare of the people of the
State will continue,” he
said.

‘Angry electorate’
Himachal Pradesh Con-
gress president Pratibha
Singh said the “anger”
among the electorate
against the Independents
who vacated their seats to
Jjoin the BJP was the reason
behind her party’s win in
Dehra and Nalagarh As-
sembly seats.

“We were confident of
winning the byelections as
the anger among the elec-
torate against the Indepen-
dent MLAs was discernible
after they resigned and
Jjoined the BJP. The general
public was asking why they
resigned when voters had
elected them, defeating
both the Congress and the
BJP,” Ms. Singh said.

The fielding of good
candidates and Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi’s Bha-
rat Jodo Yatra in the State
also played a big role in the
party’s victory, she added.

AAP holds on to
Jalandhar West

Press Trust of India
CHANDIGARH

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Saturday retained
the Jalandhar West As-
sembly seat after Mohinder
Bhagat defeated BJP’s Shee-
tal Angural by 37,325 votes
in the bypoll held on Satur-
day. The win was seen as a
big boost for Punjab’s rul-
ing party following its
drubbing in the recently
concluded Lok Sabha
elections.

Mr. Angural, originally
an AAP legislator, had re-
signed from the Assembly
and joined the BJP in
March, thus necessitating
the bypoll to the seat.

Mr. Bhagat polled 55,246
votes — 58.39% of the vote
share — while Mr. Angural
secured 18.94% of the vote
share with 17,921 votes, ac-
cording to officials. Con-
gress nominee Surinder
Kaur, who was in the third
position, got 16,757 votes,
taking up 17.71% of the vote
share.

In the 117-member Pun-
Jjab Assembly, AAP current-
lv has 91 MLAs. The Con-
gress has 15 MLAs,
Shiromani Akali Dal three,
BJP two, BSP one, and one
Independent.

‘All thanks to Mann’
Celebrations broke out at
Mr. Bhagat’s residence in
Jalandhar with his family
members and supporters
ecstatic over the victory.

e,
WL

Mohinder Bhagat after winning
from Jalandhar West. pTi

“The voters gave their
mandate in favour of AAP
because of the good work
done by the [Chief Minis-
ter] Bhagwant Mann-led
government,” the 66-year-
old said, and thanked party
leadership for his victory.

Mr. Bhagat, who is the
son of former Minister and
ex-BJP MLA Bhagat Chunni
Lal, joined AAP after quit-
ting the BJP last year. He
had unsuccessfully contest-
ed the Jalandhar West As-
sembly seat in the 2017 and
2022 Assembly elections as
a BJP nominee.

Mr. Mann said the victo-
ry in the bypoll showed
that people of the State are
“very happy” with the AAP
government’s work.

As many as fifteen candi-
dates were in the fray for
the bypoll. Polling took
place on Wednesday, and a
voter turnout of 54.98%
was recorded — a sharp
drop from the 67% turnout
in 2022

‘BJP’s situation
badin UP,
needs central
intervention’

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

BJP MLA from Badlapur
constituency Ramesh
Chandra Mishra on Satur-
day claimed the situation
in Uttar Pradesh was “very
bad”, and that the party
was presently in no condi-
tion to ensure a victory in
the 2027 Assembly polls.

He said ideas spread by
the Samajwadi Party (SP)
were gaining traction with
the masses.

“The SP’s PDA [Pichada,
Dalit, and Alpasankhyak]
plank has created a mis-
leading situation. For our
situation to be improved,
central leadership needs to
take some major decisions.
Right now, we are in no po-
sition to form the govern-
ment again,” he said.

Rajasthan BJP leaders pledge to take
public welfare schemes to the masses

The Hindu Bureau
JAIPUR

The working committee of
BJP’s Rajasthan unit, which
met here on Saturday for
the first time after the par-
ty came to power in the
State in December 2023,
took a pledge to take the
public welfare schemes
and policies of the “dou-
ble-engine” government to
the masses. Several Union
Ministers and a large num-
ber of the party’s office
bearers and elected repre-
sentatives attended the
meeting.

While the participants
discussed strategies for the
upcoming byelections to
five Assembly seats in the
State, Chief Minister Bha-
jan Lal Sharma said the BJP
attached significance to
each party worker and
their  contribution re-

mained in the notice of the
party’s leadership. “The
unique feature of the BJP is
that it is a party of the
workers and it takes care of
them,” Mr. Sharma said.
The Chief Minister said
he was a “small party
worker” who was selected
by the party’s leadership to
head the State govern-
ment. “When my name

Chief Minister Bhajan Lal Sharma, Union Minister Shivraj Chouhan
and others at the Rajasthan BJP working committee meeting. ANI

was called for the Chief Mi-
nister’s post in the Legisla-
ture Party meeting, I was at
a loss to understand it.
This shows that the worker
is supreme for our party,”
he added.

The Chief Minister reaf-
firmed that his govern-
ment would fulfil all the
promises made in the par-
ty manifesto in a time-

bound manner and im-
prove the power and water
supply infrastructure,
which were “neglected by
the previous Congress
regime”.

Union Ministers Shivraj
Singh Chouhan, Bhupen-
der Yadav, Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, Arjun Ram
Meghwal and Bhagirath
Chaudhary, BJP national
general secretary Dush-
yant Gautam, State elec-
tion in-charge Vinay Sahas-
trabuddhe and BJP State
president C.P. Joshi were
among those who ad-
dressed the meeting.

Senior leader Kirodi Lal
Meena, who has resigned
from the State Cabinet,
was conspicuous by his ab-
sence, while Deputy Chief
Minister Diya Kumari also
remained absent as she
was reportedly out of town
during the day.

DMK deals big blow
to NDA in Vikravandi,
wins by huge margin

§. Prasad
VILLUPURAM

The DMK’s Anniyur Siva se-
cured a decisive win in the
byelection to the Vikravan-
di assembly seat by a wide
margin of 67,757 votes.

As per the final results
announced after 21 rounds
of counting of votes on Sa-
turday, Mr. Siva polled
1,24,053 votes, while his
nearest rival C. Anbumani
of the PMK, contesting as
an NDA candidate, mus-
tered only 56,296 votes.

There were 2,37,031 vo-
ters in the constituency, of
whom 1,96,269 had exer-
cised their franchise.

Early lead

Mr. Siva had established an

early lead and polled 5,564
| votes after the first round

of counting against 2,894
secured by Mr. Anbumani.

The DMK candidate nev-
er appeared to trail and ex-
tended his lead in subse-
quent rounds as well,
though the margin varied.

At the end of the 5th
round Mr. Siva had polled
31,151 votes, while Mr. An-
bumani had secured 11,483
votes. But after the 9th
round, Mr. Siva overtook
him with a wide margin at
57,483 votes while Mr. An-
bumani had secured only
24,130 votes.

Though the Naam Tami-
lar Katchi (NTK) was also in
the fray, the battleground
in Vikravandi was per-
ceived to be a direct fight
between the DMK and the
PMK. The AIADMK and the
DMDK had boycotted the
polls.

Cong. wins by
slender margin
of 422 votes in
Manglaur seat

Press Trust of India
HARIDWAR

The Congress on Saturday
won the Manglaur Assemb-
ly bypoll in Uttarakhand af-
ter Qazi Mohammad Niza-
muddin defeated BJP’s
Kartar Singh Bhadana by a
slender margin of 422
votes.

This was the fourth win
for Mr. Nizamuddin from
the seat. In the past, he
had won the seat twice on
a Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) ticket, and once as a
Congress candidate. The
BSP, which retained the
seat in the 2022 Uttarak-
hand Assembly election,
was relegated to the third
position in the bypoll.

While Mr. Nizamuddin
polled 31,727 votes, Mr.
Bhadana got 31,305 votes.

Scheduled Caste voters hold the key as Haryana hurtles towards Assembly election

Ashok Kumar
GURUGRAM

After the Lok Sabha elec-
tion in Haryana ended in a
tie between the Congress
and the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) with both par-
ties winning five seats each
out of the 10, the agrarian
State gears up for yet anoth-
er round of political slug-
fest with the Assembly poll
due in less than 100 days
from now.

As the Congress and the
BJP, the two major political
forces in the State, get bat-
tle-ready banking largely on
the Jat and Other Backward
Class (OBC) vote banks res-
pectively, the Scheduled
Castes (SCs), who comprise
around 20% of the State’s
population as per the 2011
Census, could be the decid-
ing factor in the Assembly
poll.

The voting pattern for
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the SCs in Haryana over the
past decade, going by the
number of reserved As-
sembly seats held by diffe-
rent parties, suggests that
the community voted over-
whelmingly for the BJP in
the 2014 Assembly poll, but
remained evenly scattered
in the previous election.

Quota factor
Political observers, howev-
er, attribute the Congress’s
performance in this Lok
Sabha poll in Haryana to
the SCs rallying behind it in
a big way with the party
successfully building a nar-
rative suggesting that the
BJP would amend the Con-
stitution and scrap reserva-
tions if it wins 400 seats.
While a similar narrative
is unlikely to work in the
Assembly poll, Hisar-based
lawyer Bajrang Indal, who
quit the Aazad Samaj Party
(Kanshi Ram) to join the

Congress ahead of the Lok
Sabha poll this year, argued
that the community was ex-
pected to vote on similar
lines as in the Lok Sabha
poll, especially with the
two elections taking place
within a short span of time
and the mood being largely
anti-BJP.

“Besides, Congress’s Sir-
sa MP and former Union
Minister Kumari Selja, an
SCleader, is being seenasa
strong contender for the
Chief Minister’s post if the
party returns to power.
This is another important
reason for the community
to rally behind the Con-
gress,” said Mr. Indal.

Ms. Selja, he added, not
only has a clean image and
is younger compared to Jat
leader Bhupinder Singh
Hooda, another contender
for the top post, but has al-
so made no secret of her
ambition to be the Chief Mi-

- S e
Congress's Kumari Selja, an SC leader, is being seen as a contender

for the CM's post if the party comes to power. Thisis believed to be a
reason for the community rallying behind the Congress. FILE PHOTO

nister. “She has the support
of prominent Congress
leaders in the anti-Hooda
camp and is considered
close to the party’s central
leadership, brightening her
prospects,” he added.

Anti-incumbency

Indian National Lok Dal
(INLD) worker and SC lead-
er Ramesh Kumar said

there was also the anti-in-
cumbency factor against
the BJP due to the govern-
ment’s failure to deliver on
various schemes for the
community besides high in-
flation, poor implementa-
tion of e-initiatives such as
the ‘Parivar Pehchan Patra’
and frequent paper leaks,
which, he added, could
work to the Opposition’s

advantage.

The BJP — which provid-
ed a ‘quota within quota’
for the SCs in the State’s
higher educational institu-
tions with the creation of a
new group called the ‘de-
prived Scheduled Castes’
comprising 36 communi-
ties such as Valmiki, Bazi-
gar and Dhanak — has expe-
dited the delivery of
welfare schemes, aimed
mostly at the SC
community.

In June, Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini gave
away 7,500 allotment let-
ters for 100-square-yard
plots to BPL families at So-
nipat and provided benefits
amounting to T100.68 crore
to 83,633 beneficiaries un-
der  three  ambitious
schemes, including Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar Awas Navinika-
ran Yojna, in another pro-
gramme at Panipat, accel-
erating the implementation

U.P.201306, on behalfof
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under the PRP Act).

of various schemes for BPL
families and the SC
community.

BJP’s SC leader Ashok
Tanwar, who unsuccessful-
ly contested from Sirsa Lok
Sabha seat this year, said
the political significance of
SCs cannot be overempha-
sised with the community
having a presence in all 90
Assembly constituencies.
“Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the community has
supported the BJP over the
past decade, but was mis-
led by the Congress’s false
campaign. Although the
community has seen
through the Congress’s
agenda and would return to
the BJP’s fold, the party
would soon plan a special
campaign to reach out to
them,” he said.

Digital news platform
National Dastak editor
Shambhu Singh told The

Hindu over the phone that
the SC community, with im-
provement in its education
status over the years, has
become politically aware
and voted for protection of
its “Constitutional rights”
and “growth”, unlike the
other communities, which,
he claimed, voted mostly
on caste lines. It was under-
scored by the fact that the
community voted for the
Congress, instead of the Ba-
hujan Samaj Party and the
Aazad Samaj Party, in Ha-
ryana and elsewhere dur-
ing the Lok Sabha poll, he
added.

INLD-BSP alliance

With the INLD and the BSP
forging an alliance in Ha-
ryana and the entry of
Chandra Shekhar Aazad’s
Aazad Samaj Party in State
politics, the fight for the SC
vote is likely to further heat
up in the days to come.
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Doctor Groom Wanted, for E)m:lbr Girl
MBBS, Age 29 Yrs, DKV ca:
Contact: 8791505005, uuumalpm

|

CHRISTIAN, PROTESTANT, 28 yrs,

working as Engineer profes-
sional at Netheriand, Income 50 lakhs.
Fanly rictvalfiuent Sialus, Seeking for
suiable lfe partner. Contact no
8138900853

CHRISTIAN, 28 yrs, B.SC . working in
Nusig professionzl at Kuwait income
30 lakhs. Family upper midde class.
Contact o 8138300316

i
L =
MUDALIAR, SWATHL 12165 9 161,
MBA(IIM) viorking in TCS 40 L PA!

Prtorsd " Fiostona qult
Caste No Bar. suhamano@yahao.com

HINDU CA Auditor 31/158cm Fair
No Bar,

cell Legaly Divorced Caste

Seeks sulable Groom WhatsApp
BBB7868854

WANTED GROOM with qualfication
Chartered Accountant or post gradua-
te in Accounls and Finance, good loo-
king and character and with clean hab-
its for our daughler aged 27 years,
height 158cms and weight B0Kg, Va-
niya Chetliar, beautiful and soft-spoken
working in MNC in Chennal. Her hob-
bies are bharathanatyam, dance, fen-

D Eor Chonnm 2l/|€5
E evvai 8. Seeks
Sullﬂ le Groom, Cl 9677199925

SC, AD, Bank Employee, Age: 31,
Tridpathi. Seeks Bark Employee of
Govemment Employee: Ct 5000180420

THULUVA VELLALA Mudaliar Girl 33/
{6cm Krthigai, P.G, Employee in
IT “Chemnai. Seeks Groom Gt
9445505491

MUTHURALIA 26/ 163cm Asuini, IS
Biolech USA, fair and good looking
Secks _gioom settied/ working
USA. ONB 962540226

s, violin a ding, We prefer
o from Findy, - tarikspedking,
non-vegetrarian, chettiar, mudalar, pi-
1ai and vellalar only. Please el
goom's horoscope and obher detas o
/hat'sapp number 9444567465,

i

NAIDU, VERY i 2000 bom sl

beautiul~ doctor gir
el St handsome, wel qual-
ified doctor or business Telugu
groom. Ct 7305010105

NAIDU 241167  Fair Beautiful B.
Tech, SWEHCLCH, 700000.PA, Well
settied Family, CNB. 8043991629,
9043987029

TELUGU SPEAKING gosd eoking o | £
Aug 92, 160cm, B Tech IT

veloper, Short lived mnnoem un
ivorcee, 16 LPA Seeks

11 MBA Bride vorkng n Bangalor
Mudaliar 34yrs, Seeks PG Executive
Groom, CNB. Ct Fre

SAIVA PILLAI Tirunelveli girl 28/165,
PunarpoosamMihunam,  BE(CS:
om Premier Instiuion employed

. MNC premium salary seeks groom

from same & Allied community age

-~ between 28 and 33, Ct. 8072149714/

" HINDU TELUGU Naidu Borm Aug 1990/

6383601807

HINDU Nadar 32/160em Star Revathi
wiorks in IT seeks alliance from IT Field
Ct: 95149 52555 99444 10712

SC AD 36 BE, Sr. Software Engineer
in TCS Chennai.18LPA. Never Married
Seeks suitable Groom. C:99521 47216

TAMIL VISHWAKARMA Goldsmith
gil, 26/154 cm, B.Sc, M.Sc, Working in
T‘rmny(Havmg Siar - Ayilam ) see-
king below 31 yrs, wel-educated,
TarilMalayal, groom,  Middle/Upper
mdds  cass famly watng n
GowPublcNG * Sector, :
97460 36999.

ASWINI MESAM 25/161 MBBS, MDDNB |1

Pulmonoiogy.
1AS. o)

seeks clor, 1PS,
sendhi34 @ gmailcom

in VANNIVA KULA kshalriya Bride 22

Jears o b Com, Scals Groom rom

Iyer, Swathi 28yts B.Com, M., Auck-
fend Newzedand locks for Software
ell Qualified, Setted Groom
b 31y o Respectable Fariy
Abroad Preibly Australia/ USA/ Europe
immediate Marriage Send Horoscope
Photo/ Profile to 9500072449 Mail id:
sabithasriram28 @gmailcom

o
8072397518/ 9487752230,

i
well setied  boy India/
Rbioad lsausless o 35 yis from
reputed famiy. Caste no bar. What-
SADD N0 7845206530

TELUGU YADAVA
ANY NAIDU
SADHAYAM GIRL
Age 28, Height 166cm
in Family Business

Seeks Educated Groom
from a Affluent Family

HINDU BALWA Divorced 32/155cms,
MBA working in MNC sseks Naidu
Groom Divorced / Unmarried below

1 38yrs Working. CNB Ct: 91766 59800

"URDU

om
" NAMAZI BTECH MBA TCS Delhi 30/

160cm seek graom 8527779347

Christian CSl, 37yrsDivorced MDS,
working in Doctor professional. Income
{crore Rich and affuent Contact No.
138900537

GHRISTIAN, CATHOLIG, 34yrs, CA ,
Working i Financial Confroller at
Zambia, Income 40 lakhs in US dol-

lars. Uppev middle class. Contact No.
813390052

CHRISTIAN, CSI , 26yrs, LLB, MBA
Working in HR Profession. Income 30
Lakhs in Bangalore. upper midd-
le-class _famiy.  Conact  No.
8138900575

MUDALIAR, JUNE 107, 58", MSc
(Electronic media CEG, Anna Uni),
MNC Chema\‘ 60,000 per month,
Clean Educated _working
brides only, CNB,  SGA0562047(W),
9840276814

MUDALIAR 26, BE,MBA, 176 s

pawel _setled _family
e CNB, 8778514465/
7200866345

HINDU NADAR, 255, BE, Well doto
famiy, Eite Famiy. Seeks Sul-
able Bride Contact: 9380791999

BRIDE WANTED Rich Mudaliyar 28yrs
MS(US).Own  Manufaciuring _Indus-
ties e family 0710093998/
9710091999

l’ PILLN(KAHUNEEGAH) DOB:24-01- 2
Job:

MNG (Sofnare)
Che/\na\ e e
Seeing’ 2 sullbie. b from e
same or any other community. Ph:
9BATTB4047 Emall  pingme.ani@
gmal com.

iste upper middie class.
Banl or Govt smplﬂfses profarred..
mal id : mangalam leelavathy@
gmailcom

HINDU SC-AD, Age 26, doing MDS
Eie Family, Secks Groom Doclor/

Wel Educated Professionals from
reputed family, Caste no bar.
9380271137

165 cm Ph.D Seholar smart medium
complexion from a Reputed family
well educated and setfled
goom in India bom afler 1987
Ct:790908109

8

ASSAMESE !
AWADH| FGIMTERAHMIM g{\g 53”55&"‘ éJrénG\ar- !
ried BTech MTech (CS) wkg MN( N, fre
BENGALI Seeks well-setted  maich,
BHOJPURI 9216864868
BIHARI i 0
CHHATTISGARHI MUSLIM GIRL, 24/164, MA English,
seeks afliance from educated and well
ENGLISH settled grooms. 9562006500
GUJARATI THRISSUR EZHAVA gil 29157,
MTech doing PHD. Caste no bar
HARYANI 9497073049
HI
ol NAIR MANIYANI 28/165 Uthram B Arch
KANNADA Chennai setfled Kannur orgin seeks
suitable qualified groom 8610105411
KASHMIRI —
MALAYALEE NAIR girl 27/Sep'%,
KONKANI 185, Karthika, CA(UK], employed
UAE, seeks alliance from professional-
MALAVALAM ly qualified (PG) and well settled boys
employed in India or abroad. Please
MANIPURI Whatsapp 971504947205,
MARATHL EZHAVA Git, 26, 154 cm, Phb, UGC
NET with JRF In English Literature:
ARV Assistant Professor in a Prestigious
NEPALI Unaided College in Thiruvanantha.
puram, only Child of Wealthy and
ORIVA well-educated parents, invites sultz-
ble alliance. Contact: 9895891844;
PARSI 9947328445,
m
LHLEL LD Nolayall G, 261160,
Moo Mgv ot et Bank. Mgl
SAURASHTRA seaks Qualifed Professionals from
any_Christian
SN 99304 70030 (amkm s zu;un]
TAMIL
TELUGU S
PARENTS SEEKING Puratiindu,pro-
TULY fessionally_qualified_match from
well-settled family. Our daughter
URDU is based in Bangalore, 29 years,
165cm, and working as Senior Expe-
ADVOCATE flence” Consultant. If interested,
please contact us via WhatsApp
BUSINESS 87795
DEFENCE " [
BOCIoK GCAF.D% ‘hnrsEz ain Zﬁylsf‘ﬂ%m.
LA MPhi, B.Ed, looking for God
ENGINEER fearing Groom. whatsapp 9841759723
FINANCE/ BANKING ————
/ MUSLIM FAIR Siim 37 Engineer
GOVERNMENT/ [ilrl seeks qualified employed nev-
QUASI-GOVERNMENT married tamil muslim groom.
1AS/ ALLI
TAMILMALAYALAM MUSLIM groom wart-
INFORMATION ed for 25, IIMK MBA MNC moving lo
TECHNOLOGY USA, NYG soon. 7904844670,
MBA/ CAJ ICWA 7598084621
NRI CHRISTIAN PROTESTANT,TELUGU/
Tami. Gif is 26 yr. MS(CS) USA,
well settled. Seeks Good looking
COSMOFOLITAN {SA lrLHls bove 5.5, working in
or Groom in India willing
PIVORCEE relocate to USA.Only any BC
Grooms prefered.  Conlact
E:xf:.cé::ﬁlzll Nno:8754011313/ 7339181865,
MARRIAGE BUREAUS CSI TAMIL Vellalar Chrstian Gl
20/163 BE MS, HiB working Iin USA
WEDDING

Secks God Qsanng wel~ qualfied
any _christian

RACTIVE, FAMILY-ORIENTED, 28,
Manchester-educated, UAE-
upper-middeclass  Malay-
alee & Catholic. Seeking accom-
plished, _open-minded, compatible
groom. Relgion & community o
bar. Call 9345634365

|
A
5

based,

|

58 YEARS old divorcee, Christian, R N
settled in U § A, seeks groom (US
cillzen or immigrant) age below 62,

neally. educated, undersiandale

spiiual than relgious,
Rangmn and caste no bar.
Ph+ 1(404)213.9869, E-mal id :
et

[t working n USACana-
da or Groom in Inda wiling 1o re-
ioele 1o USA Cadls No.Ber Par
ents:9841310088

PARENTS OF God fearing CSI Nadar
g, fair,  beautiul, very rich,
MBA, working in & MNG in Chennal,
Seek a God fearing, wel educaled
groom, from a rict family. Parenls
Contact; 8500027027

C 25 YEARS, Saiva Pilial, LLB, worki

SC AD Hindu Bride Age 24, BE MBA|

ELITE BRIDES WANTED

EliteMatrimony

Exclusive matchmaking service for elites from matrimony.com group
ELITE GROOMS WANTED

BRAHMIN, 34, 180 cms, MS, Businessman. Lives in
UK. Father is a Businessman. Mother is a working
professional. Family is financially well off, Looking for
a llke minded and well educated match from any
Brahmin community. Contact: 6366448343

CHETTIAR, 27, 178 cms, MBA, Businessman. Lives
in Chennai, Father is a Businessman. Family is
financially well off. Looking for a compatible match
from same community. Preferably Chennai. Contact:

orking in Na-
tionalized Bark, Seeking from th
same Community Preferzbly Chennai
Groom, Bank/ Govt Job from wel Ed-
lcaled Famiy, bolow 20y, Ct:
9443643415

MBBS MD DR. TN Govt Chennai Hindu
Nady Elte Faniy fai sim 165

m 23-02-00 magaram uthiradam 4
Gooks Dr. Clase. A oficar
ness_ Groom. Any Hindu FC/BC
9841743266,

HINDU GIRL B E, MS (NUS) 27 yrs,
Production Engineer in Germany in-
ter-caste parents seeks profession-

groom  from  abroad/indial
9444020828

ELITE MUDALIYAR, 30y, MBES, Wel
famiy.  Seeks Sulable
ntact: 9710093999/

Educated
ro0m.
9710091999
GROOHWIANTED ic iy 55

BE, MS (US) Working in Ut

ucated " faily.
9740001999

971 Omam

KONGU VELLALA Gander 2 170em
Chartered untant Uhiram(3)
Raghu Dnshz 9486956785

i10p et 1 a5 associle B
lre ok o oo fa vt

e @gmanmm

GROOM WANTED Hindu Nadar, 27/
165cm, MBBS, MD, Elite business
family KA Raman Nadar 9360791999/
9841329471

MUDALIVAR, 37, 170 cms, Businessman, BE. Lives
in Chennai. Parents are Employed. Family i
financially well off. Looking for an amiable match.
Contact: 6366448344

DEVAR KALAR, 30, 178 cms, Employed, BE. Livesin
Chennai. Parents are retired person. Family is
financially wel off. Looking for an affable match,
Contact: 6366448344

BRAHMIN, 30, 168 cms, MBA, Entrepreneur. Lives in
Bangalore, Business class family. Looking for a like
mind match from Tamil Brahmin community.
Preferably from Metro ities from India, Contact:
6366448343

BRAHMIN, 24, 175 cms, B.Sc, Working Professional.
Lives in Bangalore. Business class family, Looking for
a like minded match from any vegetarian community,
heignt 6ft and above. Preferably from US. Contact:
6366448343

NADAR, 24, 165 cms, Doctor, MBBS, M.S in OBG.

‘ L
BRIDE WANTED Mudaliyar, 273,,5‘
BTech, Eite Industrial Back-

ground Business Family 971009399/
471009

HINDU NADAR, 25yrs, 180cms, LM,
VIP Famiy. Sees Sulable Bride.
Contact: 9380791999

INTER CASTE G31yis 186cm (H)
BTech MBA, wel of famiy, only
son, looking for caste nobar bride
from dacent & educated famiy Ct
9940198599

MUDALIAR (CNB) 30/ Handsome,
8.Tech, MS (USA), Amazon, SWE,Call
fornia, USA,10Lakhs Pm,Elite fami-
ly, Seeks bride uSNCanaﬁa/lnmaf
9962530015

MUDALIAR %CNE] 28/ ofeet Ht,

MING,  Bangalore,
DODO M, well stlled family,
seoks bride Eng' Doctor - Ct.

ALLIANCE INVITED from & decent far-
by or gnan 090 38 vz Do
165¢m, S, MNC—40LPA,
du-Vettuva _ Gounder, _fesiding
Chennai. The bride should be
Jmkm%m: me casta/ caste no h

id profaraby be & G-
ate. No deman ontact  +91-
7550206479

HINDU, PILLAI, 28ys ME, Working
as a Engineer at Ausiralia . Income 1
crore, Family rich/ affluent status Con-
tact No. 8138900412

NAIDU 29/180 Handsome, BE.MS, Asic

200000.USD.
9043991629,

D-Engr, AppleUSA,
PA.AIﬁunel‘ PPl
9043987029

NAIDLI 29/180 Male Rich M.Tach Fair
unarpoosam Unmarred Chennai Seek
Bride. Ct Father No: 9952094499

TELUGU Brahmin 1996/ Mulakanadu/

Kasyapa/ Revalhi-2 B.E, MBA seeks
Employed Girl Subsect no bar Contact:
91769 05224 / 98414 01224

HINDU, INTERCASTE, 34yrs, BE.
MBA working as compuler professio”
nal . Income 8 Lakhs. Upper midd-
le-class famiy. Ph: 8138900523

HINDU, YADAV, 33yrs. BBA, Business
ylnﬂessmnal‘ Income 20lakhs. Seeking
for aliance. ~ Contact

8925018776

g n
Hospital at Qatar.Suitable Bride
who wiling to come Qatar. Gt
LGaa840927 d0RazaRe

Pillai 49 Teacher MCom MBA M.Phi
Ph.D next Asst Professor secks Bride,
CT:7502709045. CBE preference only

BRAHIINIYER voring s daugh
ter bde 162-170 cm ht ff

AGE 46, 2nd Marriag age, Waorkin

famiy for, 37, ool
kaushik gothram with mesters indus-
ial  engg, US,  presently
freelance project executive in Hy-

derabad.  Contact:  murlimes

gmall.com

HINDU NADAR, 40/185¢m, M.Tecn Ct

Microslectronics (I Madras), S
Principal Engineer (Chip Dosign
n an NG 1 Bangars sgpeta
an, teetotaller, never mar-
fied, suitable hude (upto 36 yrs)
Caste No Bar. Ct: 8840117920,

TAMIL VANNAR 30/ B.E, IT Company
590000 per moni Ragu, Koy
100m suitable__educated
Raghu K Bide G S51641108
8608538545

BRIDE WANTED Eite_lyer, 36yrs,
BE, well educated famiy, Need on-
Iy vegelaran,  Ct9710093999
9710091999

BRAHMIN BOY, 38/170, BE, Manager,
PVt Co., Chennal, 14 LPA, Owr
House Secks any Brahmin Gl
7598084208,

TELUGU BRAHMIN, 9, BE Prgritr,
HA Admin, Bharatwajam, Any Brahmin
{Veg only. B056A0IA4 | 724745

SMARTHA BRAHMIN Telugu Bachelor GSF
175 Koundinya Chilhirai, B.Tect
ME, Sr DGM, Sesks Brahmin Enﬂe

SMU Chennai based Boy 33/168 BE
MBA Workg@Chennai own house well
setlled frly seeks Brides. 8122983086

MARRIAGE BUREAU

US UK Carada A1 Case Peigon
Marriage
Glenaarsretd

Remarage

9445008191

Full time

HINDU IYER, 36 yrs, M.COM, working
i Financi rfessona Baﬂga\ore
Income 10" lakhs.  Conlact
5138900312

HINDU, IYENGAR, 30 yrs, B.Tech,
Business professional, Income 8lakhs.
seeking for suitable alliance. Contact’
8138900557

IDE I 29y1s
Payciatit Satad in US Mol Ed

famiy 9710093099/
itterose

RICH MUDALIYAR 3675 M Tech, Elte
business family in  Chennal.Seeks
Suttable Bride 9710093999/
9710091999

HINDU NADAR: 30yrs / 180cm, BE
MBA, Star Ashwini, 46 LPA MNC,

Chernal, Wil Educated _Affuen
Famiy, Secking Wel ted
Brida from a Simiar Famiy Back-

round, Prefer Hindu Nadar Only
31984\054900

*WANTED BRIDE *
Native of Thirunelveli,
quiet fair, handsome
6 tall boy, age 28
Christian Nadar
well placed in Sydney
seeks alliance,
preferably from the same
religion & community to
be fair, slim at least 54",
EMail |
. Classicforms2010@gmail.com

HINDU SAIVAPILLAL Thangss, Ui
radam, Age 31, 174 cm, BE, MBA
Software MNC. Eanga\me seeks same
Caste Working Gracuate Bride. Ct.
9487995548 / 9487898080

‘Tamil Musfim Bﬁ MEA‘ 30/180, SM.
Engineer. working in Chennal. Seeks
working SIW Engmaer bride fiom Re-
puted religious family, Ci: 94440 08160

55 DIVORCED Diploma iy
Seeks Bride up to 45 Widk
Caste no bar +6593524797

g Proposals for our Son-
Doctor- Urology Surgeon, 31, Very fair,
Hindu, Gavara Naidu, Caste No bar.
Contact us at 9884012558

Lives in Chennal. Parents. Family is
financially well off. Looking for a like minded match.
Contact: 6366448344

INTERCASTE, 36, 163 cms, Doctor, MBES, M.5.0G,
DNB OG. Lives in Chennai. Parents are Working
Professionals. Family is financially well off. Looking
for asuitable match. Contact: 6366448344

Guaranteed Monthly

Matching Profiles

y Dedicated Relationship

\@p’/ Managers

BRIDES WANTED

I 1
AGE 37 Handsome, Setlled Groom
secks Dignitary Famiy Bride& 1st
Marriage,  Remariage,  Divoroe
507834451

BRIDE WANTED for 30-year-old
Koanaya Cahlc besed in Nida
working St Content Growin
Siaiagiet, Mob: 5080224002

[
DM-DOCTOR (DEC 91, Tami, fair,
hsome, 185 em, hastham) needs a
virtuous, tall, far, bful PG Doc-
tor_or non-medico bride below
jears rom Kongu Volla, Kamra,
ilai, Nair_or such mileu- Par-
enls: 9342520547 | 9072118800,

NADAR (CNB): 27/FAIR, MBS, study-
g MPH i Epidemio

Lotisiana, USA, farmiy,
seeks Doclors, PRD and MBA grooms
USA - 9884955455, 8339012419

Affluent

HINDU, DEVANGA CHETTIAR 36yrs,
MS, working IT Professional, Income
20 Lakhs. C: 856

HINDU BOY from a reputed family of

miology, | Kerala 65 years UK Citizen Self Em-

loyed, previous marriage annulled
looking for Bride divorced also without
any issuesjwith tradiional values wil-
fng o setle abroad. nrestd pofes
wih photograph send fo emai anil_raj
@homailco.uk e WhatsApp:+4478

CHIRSTIAN NADAR Gif Fai LEBS.OCH,
27ySeek Doctor Tamilnadu, Abroad!
other __suit upper  class
9363570731

HINDU SC AD pooradam B.Sc 38/150.
Only daughter. First marriage. Fa-
ther g bsnl 9952950229 Cnemt
rof

SC 31YRS Faii Dip In Nursing /Di

vorcee [One  Daughter/Seeks ~Su-
able Groom in Chennai’ CNB/
Ct9600714682

DIVORGEE 35 YRS, SG , mother of
gifl chid aged 9 years, post graduate
Govt medical college- teacher needs
suitable groom, Phone: 94441 62248
emal: dirisomm@gral.com

? : . ]

VANNIYAR 25/160 Fair BDS working
29-32 Groo!

Chemnal seeks age room st
prefored  Govt  Doctor/Doctor
9062375456

HINDU REDDY 33Y, 165cms DD:lul
MBBS, MS. Suitable Never Married
Groom From Chennai CNB Call: 89256
40111

SENGUNTHAR GROOM for 1996 borm

MBBS doctor. Both parents are_doc-
tors. Medical doctor from Tamil
Nadu m auerseas Indian, only from
same punarpoosam.
WhalsApn Dr caﬂ 9“3344591

MD ANESTHESIOLOGY Doctor, Age 34,

165cm fair, beautiful, cultured
homely. Seltied in Chennal. Father
Doctor Kerala Nair, Mother Tamil

CSl. Dadlor or Engineer groom pre-  or

ferred. Ct: 9840050381/ 9840985383
c™M
K

HINDU TAMIL Yadava 28165 / B.Tech
[Revathi / MNC, Chennai / PA 10 Lac.
Seeks soffware bridegroom from the

same community. Cl: 9443536068,
9442982555

EMPLOYED GROOM Below 41 Yrs Re-
quired for a Hindu Nadar Divorcee
96 Vs Geting Si Digh Pay.
9443156344

TN_HINDU Nadar BC Girl,
J167emeB3kg ThiruathiraiME at
Ghennai, Now at IIT Kharagpur, West
Bengal doing 1st year PhD seeking
well setlled_ Pro¥Scientist, any BC
groom in India. CL. 96265 15511,

CNB. 27YRS, B.Tech, Wel Educated
Family, Seexs Sutable Groom Con-
tact: 9710083999/ 9710091998

HINDU NADAR, 30yrs, MBBS , MD,

167cms Divorce, Rich and  Affluent

Seeks Suitable Groom Contact:
8524891999

ILLATHU PILLAIMAR Hindu, 28/157
BE, MBA Chennai. Seeks Bridegroom
with decent Family. Ct:9841712766

33 YEARS Patent Lawyer Parents Mud-
haliar Naidu Intercaste. Coimbat-
Please  Contact:
iptbalu_lawyer@yahoo.coin

- Contact no 8138900466

i for. well

HINDU, MUDALIAR, 33yrs, BE,
Working as Business analyst, Income
50lakhs, Famiy_richiaffluent stalus.

HINDU, PILLAL 28yrs, M.Sc food
technology. Business professional, In-|
come d0crores. Famiy_richiafilient
status. Contact no 9072777804

ALLIANGE INVITED fom Vel qual
and well settled pleasant per-|
snnall(y Brahmin Groom based inn-
ad for Good looking

Tamil Iyer Girl , Humbai educated
PG Doctor (O8M Surgeon)  Vadama ,
Srivatsa , Ashwini 30¥/165cm. Con-
tact: Viswanathan 9841067515 & Anu-|
radha 7738271943 / 9321214357

VADAKALA! IYENGAR shadamarshan:
1984 eye docior chennal, looking

qualfied “grooms  prefer-
ably Doctors, professionals~ lyen-
gar, India 9176065916

United Kingdom
Doctor 29/180 Hindu Pillai
Slim Fair Revathi
working with the NHS
seeks Hindu Professional
below 34 years working
in the UK
94864-89438 (10am-10pm)
remp2021@gmail.com
CSl Christian Nadar 26yrs / 155cms
MA English, Mecia Gonsultant, Wellof
Famil, Faiher is a Sr Officer, In Gowt.
Service, Looking for a Suitable Malch
from Same Community seitled in

Chenna or Abroad. Ct : 83399 99558,

46738646, + , +919074
872179,

REMARRIAGE 38, BE Builder Seaks
Bride,AC Christian& Hindu.Caste No
BarNo  Chid,  WidowBDiorce.
9840311225

Inter-Faith Parents (Kerala Christian,
Tamwl Iyengar) seek compatible match

liberal Contact

9845158066,

family.

DOCTOR 35 MBBS,DPH (Gow) V.Fair &
Well Setled Rebariage_Accepted.
- Dr, BE Any PG 8087764677

[
31 YEARS. SBL Gurrenty in For-
ign Assignment, Tamil Christian,
Saeks financially independent

telectualy  Inclined  Tamil/ Malay-
o nen tfe partner. Castel

ict: 4968

7305;22|w 49\ 97&52215” (Whatsapp

o
e

1985/175CM, 50 Lakhs PA, Never Mar-
ried, Bangalore, WhatsApp: 96290
12248

SM4 KAPU boy from TamiTelugu,
185cm, 30 yrs, 93 bom, BTech
from IIT Kanpur, Group A Gazetted
Officer_in Gowt of India. Contact:
+91 0453045661

HINDU VELAN, legally divorced boy
aged 34 years Boom, MBA, P firn
seeks mariage allance from sutable
grls. Caste bar.  Contact:
9074654641, 9447720954

Membership plans start from? 50,000°/-

Matching Elites
Since 2008

www.elitematrimony.com ‘ Call for Free Consultation @) 99629 76000

MYRS FREELANCER, unmarried boy

secks bride. Divorce, widow wel-
come. Locafion: Mumbai & Coimbat-
Emailnaidu2002 @gmail.com,
36

HINDU SC, AD. 35 years, 175cm,
BCA Enlrepransura LPG Distribu-
r = i

A, Bangalore,
o el sehion tarnily.
Bar. Ct: 7802143841 / 9008202775

HINDU PILLAI Mudhaliar 34yrs 180em
MCA IDFG First Bank Branch Manager
Che. CL: 9790596388 / 9994159877

BRIDE from Nair / lferon | Namtia
for Handsome Nair Boy (35Vrs / 168
M/ working inLondon
(Amazon) as IT Engr, belongs 1o a well
Seted famiy, CT: 9443559882.

Alliance for smariha desastha boy
35/BE.MS/173cm SWE, Calgary
Canada, from quallied & employed
South Indian brahmin girls preferred.
Contact 9845830683 | 9480616626,

Pillai/ Mudaliar, Poorattadhi 28/167cm
B.Tech, MBA, HR. IT,10L PA Chennai
seeks employed Gl Ct; 94443 67697

BE IIT 62 Height Mudaliar 32yrs Tech
Lead T%MNC in Hyderabad Sal 75
lacs seeks Bride 5 '4 Same or Allied
Castes Tamil Telugu. Ct: 7382620365

PILLAI / SOZHIYA VELLALAR Non-
Yeg 341174 BE MIBFance) it 50
Punarpoosam Business Analyst M

Chennai.Seeks apt Bride.95978 (56978

HINDU NADAR, 31yrs, BTech MS.
MBA., Software Engineer Bangalore
Seeks Good looking same caste, el
qualiied  Bride. Emal
gopsthegreal@yahooin

MUDALIAR, DIVORCEE, PhD, Profes-
sor, Pt EngGalege, age 50,Maga-
ram, Sééks eﬂunated unmarried/id-
ow/ Divorcee without child from FC/
0BC (40-45yrs) No expectation
Ct9150799959

HINDU — BE /33/173cm/SWE/SC/Ayik-
lam-Katagam . Belongs 1o affluent
and educated famly , Setfled in
Bangalore. Seeks Bride from the
same | other castes , from wel
seitied and educated family. ob
No 8845401461

ParkavakulaNathamar Odayar Hind,
Divercee 38185 BE & MBA Selnof
Program Manager FinTech US based
MNC_Bangalore/Ramote 525 Lakhs
Per Annum Father MD Doclor Mother
ome maker elder sister married and
satlled In USA Seeking sutable bride
from decent family with any degree

" sritharantvr@yahoo.com ¢ 7598158138
N MUDALIAR AGE 50 Divorcee / No ls-

sue, Own Business. Seeks Suitable
Bride.Contact: 9841125556
8280853535

VANN!VA KULA Kxha\n;a. Aswini £ 30
\ 9, BE/SWE/ Bllore, Fair, Setied in

nai seeks well educated bride
hom same sect. 94“2 06369,

49YRS /173CMS BE, US retum, High
Net Worth, Clean Habits, First mar-
riage, Vegelarian, seeks Bride,
Paleaby beow 36 years, Mo is
sues. Caste No Bar. Whatsapp:
8056254925, wedadhos @qmaeom

CHENNAI, KIND fair P.hd,170cm, In-
t

noct  dvorcee,  4lyrsGovt  GM
Sports. 2Lecimith, Need Edu Gil
9884171410

Thuluva Vellala, 57/167 Caste No Bar
Widows accepted own house Pvt Engg
College Chennai. W-app: 9176263492

I |

NAIDU 28/180 Fair, MBAHR in US
Based Chennai 9.50p.a seeks Educal-
ed_ Bide from Decent Family.
9003153493

LUC

RICH_NAIDU, 27yrs, BE, Well Set-
tled Famiy in ChennaiSeeks Suit-
able Brde  Contact9962791888(
7094991999

KAMMA NAIDU 32y BE 185¢m 7Lpa good
looking (SimhaMagam) upper-middia
class groom based in Chennal seek-
ing educated bride who values fami-
Iy Subcaste may also contact.
Plbsa aend proies. Wi hole:

kuppu soundamajan@
gmai.com.

in /
Fetal Medicine Ultrasound
M.D. General Physician
M.S. General Surgeon
with 5- 8 years experience
AAKASH HOSPITAL
393/1,TH.Road, Thiruvottiyur, Chennai-18

9500027501 / 9551 305339

REAL ESTATE

BUYING
RESIDENTIAL LAND

/ANTED 1-5 Grounds @ Adyar/Besni-
Ngr/ TunmyrECRIOMR /Madipkm/Pal-
Wanvelon. ShanghaiReaily:

‘3!!13-
COMMERCIAL

CHENNAI HOTEL Sale Bar Rooms
Restaurant Spa 2L [ day Income
9444115105

COMMERCIAL LAND

PRIME INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTY FOR SALE
IN CHENNAI
Location: Near Chennai -
Bangalore National
Expressway 7 (NE-7),
Mannur, Sriperumbudur
Taluk Size: 25 acres of
contiguous Land Frontage:
960 feet Status: Clear title,
available forimmediate sale
No brokers please.
Serious inquiries only.
ntact:

Coi
+91 86374 54693

BALWA 291180 BE/ MS (Ger)
workingin Germany 51Lpa. Seeks | AN TINI WY
Suit Bride. Ct 0442623203 / RESALE
8442838203
2 SHRIPRDPS Good 1BHK
= 703 sf Flat 12y1s 29 Lacs, By GST
Wanted Suitable TGohe SR Vel 841350124
00TY 1BHK Flat fnr Sale next 1o
Dr/Er/MBA Raiway _Station Bus  Slop.
Bride below 39.age | %0777
for Naidu 43.M.Tech, || THE:t:m®HINDU
5 s DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested t
172cm Elite family doing || oiyierest oot E“sg::: i
multi business in S Pubshed n ths newssaner. THG
HUBLRAE VT 115, e i hmer '
TS,AP & TN, o e o]
e i H ’SME‘ML‘Z&'ZL,“M imnaeni
Earning High income. || freGumer rubisner. i,
e(mr/s Emulwﬂl’s of -hISbT;!‘ﬂ/‘WSEE:’

9445021512

8778796515

il Bl e B
and(or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

WELL SETTLED TamilMusiim boy 25/
170. BEMBA. Only child. IT job.
Seeks well seftied Tamilbuslim
qirl 20-23.WhatsApp 4919790305981
(reachus008@ gmail.com )

- CHRISTIAN DOCTOR, 38/177, MBES

MD  Paediatric
Divorcee  seeks

Nechatologiet, fair
good  loking

y Doctorfnon medico Bride Age 30-35,

Kerala/Taminadu. caste no bar, no
kids, Ct.94433 26119/86100 20066

€SI NADAR Unmariod 51171 iPhi
Gowt Oficer 28L; 50/169 PhD

oo Chennal Sk 14 Mamage
around 40 Qualfied Professional
9444514097

€SI EDUCATED,FAIR GOOD looking up-
per middle cassVeliala bride for
ur son [T HR gradate 31y hare-

me boy working in  Salem.
Craseozsdran

RC CHRISTIAN, 42yrs/170, B.E. Soft-

| ware Engineer, never maried, work-

ing _for Chennai,  CT-

9500188067

mne,

RC NADAR 24yrs 175¢m Blech PSU of-
fioer Father class 1 Govl offcer
Prefer PSU/Central govt amp\ayad
bride from  educaled  fam

¢ 7598344670

€SI CHRISTIAN Nadar Tamil, BE, MS
(USA), 29/173cm, working in USA,
Seeks sultable  Bnde.
9841234508

FIND

MATCHES.

NOT

COMPROMISES.

The Hindu Classifieds
bring authenticity to
the table, making your
search for the right
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efficient.
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today to find your
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R, 9551071271
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Off-roaders on prohibited trail

get stuck, police seize vehicles

Thirty-eight off-roading enthusiasts who went on
an unauthorised off-road trip on Naalumala Hills
in Idukki, had to return by foot as their vehicles
got stuck in muddy terrain following heavy rain
on Friday. According to the police, the people
from Bengaluru drove up the Nalumala hills on
Friday. Following heavy rain, the vehicles got
stuck. The group sought assistance from locals.
The trekkers were then shifted to resorts. Though
the 22 off-road vehicles were brought down with
the help of Revenue and police officials on
Saturday, the police seized them and booked a
case against the drivers for trespass and acting in
violation of the Disaster Management Act.

Valmiki scam case: ex-Minister

sent to ED custody for 6 days

Former Minister for Scheduled Tribes Welfare B.
Nagendra, who was arrested by the Directorate of
Enforcement on Friday, in connection with the
Maharshi Valmiki Scheduled Tribes Development
Corporation case, was remanded in ED custody
for six dayson Saturday.Chandrashekharan, an
employee of the corporation who ended his life,
had claimed in his death note that the officials of
the corporation pressured him to transfer the
money, under the directions of the ex-Minister.

One more BRS MLA joins

Congress in Telangana

Serilingampally MLA of the Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) Arekapudi Gandhi joined the
Congress in the presence of Telangana Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy at his residence on
Saturday. Mr. Gandhi is the ninth BRS MLA to

Jjoin the Congress.

High drama as CPI(M) expels
leader accused of corruption

Pramod Kottooli, alleged to have taken bribe, calls it a conspiracy; he holds a sit-in along with his

mother and son outside the house of the person who raised the charge, but later calls it off

The Hindu Bureau
KOZHIKODE

isciplinary action
]) against a local
Communist Party

of India (Marxist) [CPI(M)]
functionary rarely ends up
in dramatic scenes. The
dismissal of K.V. Pramod,
also known as Pramod Kot-
tooli, a member of the par-
ty’s Kozhikode Town Area
Committee, on Saturday,
however, led to develop-
ments that were
unexpected.

Mr. Pramod’'s removal
from the primary member-
ship of the organisation
comes a week after media
reports emerged about a
“youth leader from Kozhi-
kode city” receiving bribe
from a doctor by offering

. 2190
s 6625 oy

K. Pramod, his mother Vishalakshi, and son Vishal Pramod,
staging a sit-in at Kozhikode on Saturday. K. RAGESH

the plum post of a member
in the Kerala Public Service
Commission. It  was
claimed that the doctor
was asked to pay 360 lakh
for the purpose and the
doctor’s family paid 322
lakh to the youth leader.
Opposition parties

raised the issue in the As-
sembly. Thereafter, media
reports pointed their fin-
gers at Mr. Pramod.

On Saturday, a note
from the party’s Kozhikode
district secretariat said:
“the party district commit-
tee decided to remove Mr.

Pramod from the primary
membership after being
convinced that he had en-
gaged in anti-party activi-
ties that brought disrepute
to the organisation.”

Subsequently, Mr. Pra-
mod addressed the media
accompanied by his moth-
er, Vishalakshi, and son,
Vishal Pramod.

“lam now going to stage
a sit-in, with my mother
and my son, outside the
house of the person who
made the allegations
against me. There seems to
be a conspiracy behind
this. I need to prove to my
mother that my hands are
clean,” he said.

However, he later called
off the sit-in, claiming that
his mother and son had
health issues.

Price cut of premium liquor in Karnataka
put off by weeks as move hits roadblock

Sharath S. Srivatsa
BENGALURU

Tipplers in Karnataka, who
are expecting a reduction
in the cost of premium
brands of liquor, will have
to wait for a few weeks
more. This follows the
State government’s move
to rationalise rates of liqu-
or, to bring it closer to the
prevailing rates in neigh-
bouring States, meeting
opposition from
stakeholders.

After rationalising the
Excise slabs from the ear-
lier 18 to 16 that was ex-
pected to bring down the
cost of premium liquor, the
new rates were expected to
come into effect on July 1.
Under the new slabs noti-
fied, the cost of some low-
cost liquor at the bottom of
the slab are expected to see
minor correction.

Official estimates peg
the drop in top-end liquor
prices by as much as 25%,
while mid-segment liquor

prices could see a drop by
up to 20%. In some slabs,
liquor rates could come
down by 2,000 to 1,000
per bottle, according to go-
vernment estimates.

However, the stakehol-
ders have objected to the
draft notification issued to
suppliers/distillers. They
have been asked to revise
the rates and provide their
revised declared prices,
sources familiar with the
current deliberations told
The Hindu.

A rationalisation of pric-
es was mooted as Karnata-
ka’s high Excise duty cur-
rently makes liquor most
expensive in India.

“The idea is to bring li-
quor prices in Karnataka
closer to other States. Once
the new slabs come into
force, the liquor price dif-
ference between Karnata-
ka and other States would
be so negligible that illegal
transport becomes unre-
munerative for bootleg-
gers,” said a source.

Khedkar’s mother
told to remove
illegal’ structures

Press Trust of India
DPUNE

The Pune civic body on Sa-
turday issued a notice to
Manorama Khedkar, moth-
er of probationary IAS of-
ficer Puja Khedkar, who is
at the centre of a contro-
versy, directing the remo-
val of “unauthorised struc-
tures” adjacent to the
boundary wall of their
bungalow in seven days,
officials said.

The police have also re-
gistered an FIR under rele-
vant sections of the Bhara-
tiya Nyay Sanhita,
including Section 323 (dis-
honest or fraudulent remo-
val or concealment of pro-
perty) against Ms.
Manorama and her hus-
band Dilip Khedkar beside
five others, days after a vi-
deo showing the former al-
legedly threatening some
persons with a gun over a
land dispute emerged. The
two-minute video shows
Ms. Manorama, accompa-
nied by her security
guards, engaged in a heat-
ed argument with some
people with a pistol in her
hand in Dhadwali village in
Pune’s Mulshi tehsil.

‘The 34-year-old officer
is in the eye of a storm for
allegedly misusing the dis-
ability and Other Back-
ward Classes quota to se-
cure a position in the IAS.

On Saturday evening,
the Pune Municipal Corpo-
ration officials tried to
hand over the notice to Ms.
Manorama at their bunga-
low on Baner Road, but did
not get a response. Subse-
quently, the officials stuck

FIR filed against
probationary IAS
officer’s parents after
viral video allegedly
showed mother using
gun amid land row

the notice on the main
door of the bungalow.

An official said the inci-
dent was about a land par-
cel bought by Mr. Dilip, a
retired State government
officer. Locals had claimed
that the Khedkars had en-
croached on the land of
neighbouring farmers.

Use of beacon light

In another blow to Ms. Pu-
ja, the traffic police has is-
sued a notice to a private
firm over the unauthorised
use of a beacon light on a
private car with the “Maha-
rashtra Government” sign
the IAS probationer was
found using. “An order
‘was issued against Thermo
Verita Engineering Pvt Ltd
to produce the car at the
nearest police station,” an
officer said on Saturday.

The Pune Regional
Transport Office had is-
sued a notice to a private
company, which is the re-
gistered owner of the car
used by Ms. Puja.

The Central government
on Thursday had constitut-
ed a single-member com-
mittee for re-examining
the documents submitted
by Ms. Puja to secure her
candidature in the civil ser-
vices examination.

A 2023-batch IAS officer,
Ms. Puja is currently under
probation in Maharashtra.

Congress and Opposition in
Karnataka set to flex muscles
during monsoon session

Nagesh Prabhu
BENGALURU

Members of the ruling
Congress and the Opposi-
tion Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and Janata Dal (Secu-
lar) are set to flex the polit-
ical muscles, over the al-
leged scams in the Mysuru
Urban Development Auth-
ority (MUDA), the Karnata-
ka Maharshi Valmiki Sche-
duled Tribes Development
Corporation, and the di-
version of Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribes welfare funds for
implementing the guaran-
tees, during the monsoon
session of the legislature
starting on Monday.
During the 10-day ses-
sion, the Opposition is also
expected to flag the go-

vernment’s alleged failure
in containing the rise in
dengue cases and oppose a
proposal on renaming Ra-
mangara district as Benga-
luru South.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah has been fiercely de-
fending the allocation of
MUDA residential sites to
his wife, Parvathi, in lieu of
the land acquired for deve-
loping a residential layout.

Demands CBI inquiry
However, the Opposition
raised a maze of questions
on the alleged irregulari-
ties in the allotment of
multiple sites by the auth-
ority to land losers.

The BJP has claimed
that the MUDA scam runs
into over 34,000 crore and
demanded a CBI inquiry.

The government’s flag-
ship guarantee schemes,
which have apparently
“derailed  development
programmes”, are expect-
ed to come for discussion.
After underperformance in
the Lok Sabha polls, some
Congress members have
sought a review of the five
guarantees.

Infighting for the Chief
Minister’s post and de-
mand for more Deputy
Chief Ministers will also
provide political fodder for
the Opposition.

The session is expected
to see tabling of Bills such
as the Greater Bengaluru
Governance Bill, 2024, and
the Karnataka Platform
Based Gig Workers (Social
Security and Welfare) Bill,
2024.

Delayed prowss

57, '€§

iy e

Farm workers transplanting paddy seedlings at a field in Palakkad. Transplanting, which was supposed to be completed in June or early
July, has been slowed down this year due to the weak mansoon during crucial days. K K. MUSTAFAH

Sanitation
worker goes
missing in
Kerala canal

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A temporary sanitation
worker went missing in the
Amayizhanjan canal in Thi-
ruvananthapuram on Wed-
nesday. Even nine hours
after the rescue efforts be-
gan, the worker could not
be traced, with the accum-
ulated waste and rain ham-
pering the rescue efforts.
The missing worker has
‘been identified as Joy, 42.
Mayor Arya Rajendran
said the Corporation has
over the past few months
sent reminders to the Rail-
‘ways to clean the section of
the Amayizhanjan canal
that passes through the
Railway premises. Railway
officials said the work was
taken up following request
from the Corporation.

Kerala set to use technology, tradition
to end human-wildlife conflict

Sarath Babu George
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala Forest Depart-
ment aims at integrating
cutting-edge technologies
with traditional knowledge
to effectively manage hu-
man-wildlife conflict in the
State. The State govern-
ment has green-lit an elab-
orate master plan compris-
ing projects to the tune of
3645 crore to mitigate the
crisis which was recently
declared a State-specific
disaster.

The blueprint outlines
17 strategies to be imple-
mented over three years,
funded through Central-

State allocations and
schemes, including the Ma-
cM
K
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Risk factor: The movement afe!ephants between Kottekkad and
Madukkarai poses a big challenge for the Palakkad Railway Division.

hatma Gandhi National Ru-
ral Employment Guaran-
tee Scheme (MGNREGS).
The initiative includes
setting up Artificial Intelli-
gence-based alert systems
for real-time updates, ther-

mal sensor-equipped
drones, and camera traps
to enhance surveillance
along forest fringes.

‘The master plan also in-
cludes projects to erect
barriers, both physical and

biological, to thwart ani-
mal incursions into human
habitations.

Beehive fencing, which
has proved effective in Afri-
ca and various Southeast
Asian countries in repell-
ing elephants, will be set
up along 6.6 km of forest
boundaries.

Research will evaluate
traditional knowledge
from tribal communities
such as ‘bio-fences” using
crops like chilli to prevent
elephants from entering
settlements. Habitat-man-
agement efforts will ensure
adequate fodder in grass-
lands and interior forests,
with new waterholes and
check-dams to secure the
water needs of the wildlife.

Citizens adopt injection borewells to
meet growing water needs of Vizag

V. Kamalakara Rao
VISAKHAPATNAM

Residents of Visakhapat-
nam have initiated ad-
vanced infrastructural
measures to tap rainwater
to overcome water scarci-
ty, given the potential de-
mand due to rapid expan-
sion and  population
growth in the city.
Apartments and com-
mercial  establishments
alike have adopted the in-
jection borewell method to
recharge their borewells.
Residents and owners of
such commercial units
have said that the ground-
water level has risen signif-
icantly due to this method.
The unique design of the

£

An injection borewell

borwells effectively cap-
ture rainwater from large
open spaces and rooftops,
filter and pump it into the
deeper layers of the earth.

Abdul Rajaac, president
of an apartment, said: “A

typical borewell costs
around %3 lakh, whereas
an injection borewell costs
around ¥4.5 lakh.”
Speaking to The Hindu,
D. Lakshmana Rao, an of-
ficer of the Ground Water
Department, said: “An in-
jection borewell would
give the desired results if
the borewell is productive
and the borewell point is
not in a rocky area. Rain-
water harvesting is done in
two ways: one is recharg-
ing and pumping water in-
to the ground like the injec-
tion borewells. Second,
storing rainwater in sumps
or tanks and reusing it for

watering plants, surface
cleaning, drinking and
bathing.”

Experts say that cities
like Visakhapatnam re-
quire at least 2.5 crore litre
of water every day for
domestic purposes. As the
population increases, and
with it the number of
apartments, the ground-
water level drops. As natu-
ral water recharge condi-
tions gradually decrease,
injection borewells are
useful.

Rainwater is diverted to
these borewells through
pipes, and depending on
the location, the earth is
dug up to depths ranging
between 40 and 80 feet.
Some advantages are that
recharge is possible even
after the rainy season, and
it reduces soil erosion.
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INDIA bloc wins 10 seats
in Assembly bypolls

The Trinamool also retained the Maniktala seat.

It was revenge time for the AAP in Punjab
where it trounced Jalandhar West’s sitting MLA
Sheetal Angural, who had defected to the BJP. She
was defeated by the AAP’s Mohinder Bhagat, who
had incidentally been her BJP rival in 2022.

In the Rupauli seat in Bihar, Independent Shan-
kar Singh pulled off an upset win over the Janata
Dal (United) and Rashtriya Janata Dal candidates.
The bypoll had been necessitated by the defection
of JD(U) MLA Bima Bharti to the R]D.

BJP wins in M.P.

The BJP got some solace from the Amarwara seat
in Madhya Pradesh, where Kamlesh Pratap Shah,
who had switched sides to the BJP, won a tough
contest against Congress candidate Dheeran Sah

Sukharam Das Invati.

The victory in Amarwara, which is part of the
Chhindwara region, known as senior Congress
leader Kamal Nath’s pocket borough, is significant
as it comes at a time when the party has been de-
cimated in the Lok Sabha election in the State.

In Tamil Nadu, the DMK sealed its dominance
in the State with its candidate in the Vikravandi
seat Anniyur Siva emerging victorious against Pat-
tali Makkal Katchi candidate Anbumani C. by
67,757 votes. The bypoll was necessitated follow-
ing the death of DMK MLA N. Pugazhenthi.

Indian among 3 dead in
Nepal twin bus tragedy

The first body from the buses was recovered in the
morning 50 km away from the accident site. The
deceased was identified as Rishi Pal Shahi from In-

dia, the police said.

The rescuers in the afternoon recovered two
more bodies from the Gaindakot area in East Na-
walparasi district, the police said. They were pas-
sengers of the bus heading towards Kathmandu
from Birgunj, they said. Besides Shahi, the other
missing Indian nationals were identified as San-
tosh Thakur, Surendra Sah, Adit Miyaan, Sunil,

Shahnawaj Alam, and Ansari.

There were 24 people including seven Indian
nationals onboard a bus heading towards Kath-
mandu from Birgunj and another bus heading to
Gaur from Kathmandu was carrying 30 local peo-
ple. The two buses fell into the river as the land-
slip accompanied by muddy water, triggered by

heavy rain, swept them away.

More than 500 security personnel, including
from the Nepali Army and Nepal Police, along
with deep divers were mobilised for the search

operation, the police said.

Chance treasure
discovery sparks frenzy

Vijayakumar Namboodiri, a resident, said ances-
tral houses in the locality buried valuables in pots
in ancient temple groves. He noted that local
myths about “moola bhandari® or secreted assets
were passed down generations and integral to lo-

cal folklore.

K. Krishna Raj, the officer in-charge of the Paz-
hassi Raja Archaeological Museum in Kozhikode,
said the locality rarely yielded historical collec-
tions and the riches could be some individual or

family’s fortune.

Mr. Raja noted that the coins bore the hall-
marks of the late 18th century, with some display-
ing Indo-French and Kannur Ali Raja markings.
The bead necklaces appeared to be from the same
era. He stressed that only a comprehensive study
could unveil the historical context of the remarka-

ble find.

‘More migrant workers

assaulted in Meghalaya

Pressure groups demanding implementation of the ILP system are allegedly behind the attacks;
labourers are refusing to work in Meghalaya after the assault, an official of NHIDCL says

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

embers of pres-
M sure groups in

Meghalaya  de-
manding the implementa-
tion of the British-era Inner
Line Permit (ILP) system
continue to assault migrant
workers, threatening to
stall several development
projects across the State.

Officials of National
Highways and Infrastruc-
ture Development Corpo-
ration Ltd. (NHIDCL) said
some youth wearing masks
and helmets assaulted six
labourers engaged in the
maintenance of the Shil-
long-Umiam road at Ma-
wiong near the State’s cap-
ital, Shillong, on July 12.

A critically injured work-
er was rushed to a hospital
in Guwahati for treatment,
they said. “All the labourers
are refusing to work in
Meghalaya after the as-
sault,” an NHIDCL official
involved with road projects
in Meghalaya said.

The NHIDCL lodged a
first information report at
the local police station and
wrote to the Deputy Com-
missioner of East Khasi
Hills district seeking action
against the assailants, and a
safe environment for the
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Some groups that are for the Inner Line Permit have set up a ‘Check
Gate’ saying the government should take measures to stop the
“influx of outsiders” into Meghalaya. FACEBOOK/KSU

project workers to execute

their assignments.
The police said some
Khasi Students’ Union

(KSU) leaders were sum-
moned to a police station
in Shillong in connection
with the organisation’s
drives to check the “work
permits” of non-tribal peo-
ple and migrant labourers.

Defiant note

The KSU leaders struck a
defiant note, asserting that
its members would conti-
nue to “do the govern-
ment’s job” if the ILP and
the Meghalaya Residents

Safety and Security Act
passed in 2020 were not
implemented. The union
claims these mechanisms
would check the inflow of
“illegal immigrants”, and
protect indigenous com-
munities. Union members
also set up a temporary
“ILP check gate” on an ar-
terial highway in the State’s
Ri-Bhoi district a few days
ago to drive home their
point.

The ILP is a temporary
travel document currently
needed for Indians to enter
Arunachal Pradesh, Mani-
pur, Mizoram, and Naga-

Opposition asks Mohan
Maijhi govt. to take action
against Governor’s son

The Hindu Bureau
BHUBANESWAR

The Opposition Biju Janata
Dal and Congress on Satur-
day mounted pressure on
the Mohan Majhi govern-
ment to initiate action
against Odisha Governor
Raghubar Das’s son Lalit
Das, who was accused of
assaulting an employee of
the Raj Bhavan.

Baikunthanath ~ Prad-
han, an assistant section
officer of the State Parlia-
mentary Affairs Depart-
ment deputed to the Raj
Bhavan, had alleged that
Mr. Lalit Das, on the night
of July 7, slapped him and
—accompanied by security
officers — beat him up dur-
ing President Droupadi
Murmu’s visit. Mr. Prad-
han’s wife told the media
that her husband was
forced to lick Mr. Lalit Das’s
boot.

- bt
Raghubar Das. PTI

The youth and student
wing of Congress staged
demonstrations, protest-
ing against the State go-
vernment’s alleged inac-
tion on a police complaint
filed by Mr. Pradhan.

“The State government
employee was tortured
from 11 p.m. in the night to
4 am. in the morning in
Suite Number 4 in the Raj
Bhavan. Mr. Pradhan had
written to Saswat Mishra,
Secretary to Governor, de-
scribing the incident. But

the accused is yet to be ar-
rested,” said Yasir Nawaj,
president of Chhatra Con-
gress.

Calling out the studied
silence of the Chief Secre-
tary and Director-General
of Police at a time when an
Odia employee was beaten
up inside the Raj Bhavan,
Mr. Nawaj demanded that
the accused be arrested
immediately for the attack.
BJD MLA Pratap Deb also
came down heavily on the
State government, ques-
tioning its silence on the in-
cident. “Although the as-
sault occurred on July 7,
the police have neither re-
gistered a case nor taken
any action. The govern-
ment employee deserves
justice,” he said.

The Odisha Secretariat
Service Association also
urged Mr. Majhi to inter-
vene and take proper ac-
tion against the attacker.

land. It is based on the Ben-
gal Eastern  Frontier
Regulation of 1873.

Members of the KSU and
other organisations were
earlier accused of assault-
ing migrant workers in the
Laitumkhrah and Polo
areas of Shillong. One of
those assaulted in the Polo
area was a technician
brought from New Delhi
for specialised work at the
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium
ahead of the Durand Cup
football in August.

Some non-tribal work-
ers were also bludgeoned
to death. There were at
least three such cases in
East Khasi Hills district bet-
ween March and April.

Chief Minister Conrad K.
Sangma, criticised by
rights organisations for go-
ing “soft” on the violent
pressure groups, said the
government has been deal-
ing firmly with those creat-
ing law and order pro-
blems. “There is no such
thing as a work permit and
nobody is authorised to
check the documents of la-
bourers except for the ap-
propriate authorities.
There is a process for the
Labour Department to re-
gister the workers for their
safety and to maintain re-
cords,” he said.

J&K parties decry ban
on paying tributes at
martyrs graveyard

The Hindu Bureau
SRINAGAR

Political parties in Jammu
and Kashmir on Saturday
alleged the J&K Lieutenant-
Governor’s administration
had denied them permis-
sion to pay tribute at the
Mazar-e-Shuhada  (mar-
tyrs’ graveyard) in Srina-
gar. They termed it an at-
tempt to “erase collective
history”.

A total of 22 civilians
were killed in police firing
outside the Central Jail in
Srinagar in 1931 in an upris-
ing against the then Dogra
monarchy.

The J&K National Confe-
rence (NC), Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP), J&K Pe-
oples Conference (JKPC),
and All Parties Hurriyat
Conference alleged that
their leaders and suppor-
ters were denied permis-
sion to visit the old city in
Srinagar, and pay tribute at
the graveyard on the pre-
mises of the Nagsband Sa-
hib shrine,

“Another 13th July, Mar-
tyr’s Day, another round of
locked gates and police ex-
cesses to stop people from
paying homage to those
who sacrificed their lives to
establish a just, fair and de-
mocratic regime in J&K. In-
sha Allah next year we will
mark 13th July with the so-
lemnity and respect this
day deserves,” NC vice-pre-

sident Omar Abdullah
posted on social media
platform X.

Prior to August 5, 2019,
when the Union govern-
ment ended J&K’s special
status, the erstwhile State
of Jammu & Kashmir ob-
served July 13 as ‘Martyrs’
Day’, an official holiday.
Regional leaders, police
and officials would organ-
ise a special ceremony to
pay tribute at the Mazar-e-
Shuhada.

“The courage and self-
less sacrifices of the mar-
tyrs were unparalleled.
They declared that 13th Ju-
ly 1931 was a pivotal mo-
ment in Kashmir’s history,
marking the beginning of a
relentless struggle against
tyranny, oppression, and
despotism,” NC president
Farooq Abdullah and Mr.
Omar Abdullah said in a
joint message.

Former J&K Chief Minis-
ter and PDP president
Mehbooba Mufti claimed
the gates to her house had
been “locked up”. “Mazar-
e-Shuhada is an enduring
symbol of Kashmir’s resis-
tance and resilience
against authoritarianism,
oppression and injustice.
The sacrifices of our mar-
tyrs are a testament that
the spirit of Kashmiris can-
not be crushed. Today,
even observing it in re-
membrance has been cri-
minalised,” Ms. Mufti said.

2000 cricket match-fixing
scandal: Delhi court names
Chawla as main conspirator

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Twenty-four years after the
cricket match-fixing scan-
dal tainted the gentleman’s
game, a court here has
framed charges of cheating
and criminal conspiracy
against four accused, in-
cluding Sanjeev Chawla, a
London-based bookie and
the “main conspirator”,
and actor Krishan Kumar,
brother of T-Series founder
Gulshan Kumar.

The 68-page order by
the Patiala House District
Court, which has now
paved the way for the start
of the trial, noted the al-
leged role of the four — Mr.
Chawla, Mr. Kumar, Delhi-
based bookie Rajesh Kalra
and Sunil Dara, alias
Bittoo.

The Delhi Police had
named them in a chargesh-
eet filed in 2013 in connec-

London-based bookie
had acted as a
conduit and worked
with Hansie Cronje
to fix matches

tion with the 2000 cricket
match-fixing scandal in-
volving the late Hansie
Cronje, who was the cap-
tain of the South African
team.

Cronje died in a plane
crash in 2002. Mr. Chawla
was extradited to India in
February 2020.

According to the investi-
gation, Mr. Chawla had
played the “most vital role
by acting as a conduit bet-
ween bookies and fixing
matches in connivance
with Hansie Cronje”, the
court noted.

“All other accused per-
sons remained in constant
touch with Sanjeev Chawla

and each other and con-
spired to fix the matches,”
it said.

The King’s Commission
was appointed by the
South African government
to look into the allegations
of match-fixing against the
country’s players. Cronje
confessed to his role.

During the proceedings,
Mr. Chawla’s advocate ar-
gued there was no prima
facie evidence that the per-
son appearing before the
court as Sanjeev Chawla
was the same as the person
named in the chargesheet.
Trashing the argument,
the court said, “Accused
no. 4 Sanjeev Chawla was
absconding for nearly 20
years and could be appre-
hended only after pain-
stakingly long extradition
proceedings. To say he is
not the same person as test
identification parade was
not conducted is absurd.”

2 J&K clerics
booked over
‘inflammatory
speeches’

The Hindu Bureau

Stage set for opening
of Jagannath temple’s
Ratna Bhandar today

Satyasundar Barik

SRINAGAR

Two prominent Islamic
scholars were booked on

Saturday by the J&K Police
for their “derogatory
remarks”.

“The clerics have been
bound down to prevent
any further inflammatory
speeches,” a police spokes-
person said.

The police identified the
preachers as Mushtaq Ah-
mad Veeri and Abdul Rash-
id Dawoodi. Both are pro-
minent religious scholars
and hold sway among a siz-
able section of followers.
They had been arrested in
the past too.

“We urge the public to
report any such instances
of hate speech to the auth-
orities,” the police said.
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BHUBANESWAR

The stage is set for the
highly anticipated opening
of Ratna Bhandar, the trea-
sury of Shree Jagannath
Temple in Puri, after 46
years, following the finali-
sation of the standard op-
erating procedure on
Sunday.

“We will meet at 10 a.m.
on Sunday to address va-
rious issues that may arise
during the opening. The
managing committee of
the temple will hold a
meeting separately to plan
their course of action,” said
former Orissa High Court
Judge Biswanath Rath,
chairman of the high-level
committee set up to super-
vise the inventorisation of
Jjewelleries and other va-
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Shree Jagannath Temple. anI

luables stored in the Ratna
Bhandar.

“Initially, efforts will be
made to open Ratna Bhan-
dar using the keys. If the
keys fail to unlock it, the
lock will be broken in the
presence of a magistrate”,
said Odisha Law Minister
Prithviraj Harichandan.

Police register FIR on lewd
remarks made about wife
of Kirti Chakra awardee

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Five days after the National
Commission for Women
took cognisance of the
lewd remarks made about
Smriti Singh, the widow of
Kirti Chakra awardee Cap-
tain Anshuman Singh on a
social media platform, the
Delhi Police’s Intelligence
Fusion and Strategic Oper-
ations (IFSO) cell has regis-
tered an FIR, officials said
on Saturday.

The National Commis-
sion for Women (NCW) on
Monday took suo motu
cognisance and filed a
complaint before the Delhi

Police  regarding the
matter.
According to a senior of-

ficer, the FIR has been re-

National Commission
of Women seeks f
investigation and
detailed report on
action taken

gistered at the IFSO unit
under Section 79 (outrag-
ing a woman’s modesty) of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhi-
ta and Section 67 (distribu-
tion of sexually explicit
matter) of the IT Act.

“We have contacted the
social media platform to
provide details about the
handle that allegedly
passed the lewd comments
about Ms. Singh,” the offic-
ersaid.

The NCW, on Monday,
had written to the Delhi
Police to take appropriate

action against the profile
that posted the lewd com-
ment.

In a letter issued on
Monday, the NCW speci-
fied that the comment vio-
lated several Sections of
the criminal and IT laws,
including Section 79 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
2023, which penalises acts
intended to insult the mod-
esty of a woman, and Sec-
tion 67 of the IT Act, 2000,
which deals with the pun-
ishment for publishing or
transmitting obscene ma-
terial in electronic form.

The commission also
demanded a fair and time-
ly investigation into the
matter and requested time-
ly and fair investigation
and a detailed action taken
report within three days.

SCseeks report on
gram nyayalayas
from States, HCs

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
sought a full report from
the States and High Courts
on the establishment and
functioning of gram nyaya-
layas, meant to provide af-
fordable and quick justice
to rural India and de-clog
local courts.

The top court was in-
formed that gram nyaya-
layas were far and few bet-
ween even 16 years after
they were introduced
through a parliamentary
law.

“Gram nyayalayas were
supposed to provide spee-
dy and easy access to the
justice system for the last
citizens of the country. Ev-
ery citizen has a right to af-
fordable justice at an affor-

dable price,” Justice B.R.

Gavai said during a hearing
on Friday.
Advocate Prashant

Bhushan, who appeared
for petitioner NGO Nation-
al Federation of Societies
for Fast Justice, informed
the court that 16,000 gram
nyayalayas were required,
but only a little over 450
were set up with about 300
actually functional.

The court said the last
time it had taken up the is-
sue was on January 29,
2020.

The Bench directed the
States and High Courts to
file fresh affidavits in six
weeks giving details of the
establishment and func-
tioning of gram nyaya-
layas. The court scheduled
the case for hearing on
September 11.

AND-NDE



THE HINDU

News

Sunday, July 14, 2024
DELHI

Bypoll results an indication of
BJP’s decline: Congress leaders

The INDIA bloc won 10 of 13 seats in the byelections held on June 10, while the BJP could win only two; Congress celebrates

its win in Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand; results show that Narendra Modis credibility is eroding, say leaders

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ith the INDIA
w bloc winning 10
of the 13 seats

in the June 10 Assembly
byelections, the Congress
on Saturday said the re-
sults once again indicated
that the ruling party was
on a severe decline and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s credibility ~was
eroding.

The BJP could win only
two seats as the Congress
four — two each in Hima-
chal Pradesh and Uttarak-
hand — bagged by the Con-
gress. By winning two of
the three seats in Himachal
Pradesh, the Congress has
reclaimed its original tally

7 i
Joyful triumph: Congress workers celebrate after the party's
victory in the byelection in Chamoeliin Uttarakhand on Saturday. e1i

of 40 seats in the 68-mem-
ber Assembly. This has lift-
ed the cloud of uncertainty
looming over the govern-
ment after a series of de-
sertions during the Rajya
Sabha elections.

The Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha, Ra-
hul Gandhi, said the results
of the byelections in seven
States made it clear that
the “web of fear and confu-
sion woven by the BJP has

been broken”.

“Every class, including
farmers, youth, labourers,
businessmen and em-
ployed people, want to
completely destroy dicta-
torship and establish the
rule of justice. The public
is now completely standing
with INDIA for the better-
ment of their lives and pro-
tection of the Constitu-
tion,” he said in a post on
X

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge said the
victory showed that the pe-
ople have completely re-
jected the arrogance, mis-
governance and negative
politics of the BJP.

Party general secretary
K.C. Venugopal said the re-
sults “stand as a resound-

ing victory for democracy
and a strong rebuke to the
BJP’s divisive politics”.

On Himachal Pradesh
results, which brought re-
lief to the party, Mr., Venu-
gopal said, “This triumph
is a testament to the unwa-
vering faith of the people
of Himachal who have re-
jected the BJP’s politics of
horse trading and
defections.”

He branded the results
as “the public’s strong dis-
approval of their [BJP’s]
pro-rich, dictatorial polit-
ics”.

Equally, he said, it was
also a rejection of “oppor-
tunism” since none of the
Congress turncoats who
fought on BJP ticket won in
Himachal or Uttarakhand.

Congress's K.C. Venugopal
receives spyware attack alert

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Congress general secretary
K.C. Venugopal on Satur-
day put out a notice from
Apple informing him that a
“targeted mercenary spy-
ware attack” had been de-
tected on his iPhone. Ear-
lier this week, Iltija Mufti,
daughter of former Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minis-
ter Mehbooba Mufti, had
also gone public with a si-
milar notice.

Ina post on X, Mr, Venu-
gopal, while putting out
the notice, said the Opposi-
tion would “oppose this
blatantly unconstitutional
act and breach of our pri-
vacy tooth and nail”.

“Thank You PM Modi ji
for sending your favourite
malicious spyware on my
phone also! Apple has
been kind enough to inti-
mate me about this special
present of yours!” he
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wrote. The threat notifica-
tion sent to him highlight-
ed that he was sent a simi-
lar notification on October
30, 2023, and this was
another attack against his
device.

“Let’s be clear, the Modi
government is acting in a
criminal and unconstitu-
tional manner, going after
political opponents and in-
vading their privacy in this
manner. The message of
the Lok Sabha elections
was that the people reject
any attack on the Constitu-
tion and the BJP’s fascist

agenda,” Mr. Venugopal
said.
Similar notification

Besides Ms. Mufti, Sam-
ruddha Bharat Foundation
founder Pushparaj Desh-
pande also posted a similar
notification from Apple on
July 10. The foundation
works closely with the
Congress.

In October 2023, such
notifications were sent to
multiple members of the
Opposition, including
Shashi Tharoor, Pawan
Khera and Supriya Shri-
nate of the Congress; Pri-
yanka Chaturvedi of the
Shiv Sena; Mahua Moitra of
the Trinamool Congress;
Raghav Chadha of the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP); and
Sitaram Yechury from the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist). Asaduddin
Owaisi of the All India Maj-
lis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen
was also notified last year.

Independent
candidate
wins Rupauli
Assembly seat

The Hindu Bureau
PATNA

Independent  candidate
and former MLA Shankar
Singh defeated Janata Dal
(United) candidate Kalad-
har Prasad Mandal and
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
candidate Bima Bharti in
the byelection to the Ru-
pauli Assembly seat in Bi-
har’s Purnia district.

Mr. Singh received
68,070 votes whereas Mr.
Mandal got 59,824. Ms.
Bharti, who had also con-
tested the Lok Sabha elec-
tion, came in third with
30,619 votes. Mr. Singh not
only won the election with
a good margin but also de-
feated Ms. Bharti, a five-
term MLA.

BJP loses in its Matua strongholds in Bengal
as Trinamool sweeps all four seats in bypolls

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLRATA

The Trinamool Congress
on Saturday won byelec-
tions to all four Assembly
seats in West Bengal which
were held on July 10. The
results, which come almost
five weeks after the Lok
Sabha election, have
emerged as a shot in the
arm for the State’s ruling
party.

Trinamool  candidate
Supti Pandey defeated Ka-
lyan Chaubey of the BJP by
a margin of over 62,312
votes from the Maniktala
Assembly constituency in
Kolkata. The seat had fal-
len vacant in February
2022 after the death of
State Minister Sadhan Pan-
dey. Ms. Supti Pandey is
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Trinamool Congress supporters celebrate after Supti Pandey's win
in the Maniktala Assembly constituency in Kolkata, on Saturday. pTt

the widow of Sadhan Pan-
dey, while Mr. Chaubey is
the president of the All In-
dia Football Federation.

In the Bagda constituen-
cy in North 24 Parganas
district, Madhuparna Tha-
kur defeated Binay Kumar
Biswas of the BJP by a mar-

gin of 33,455 votes. In the
Ranaghat Dakshin Assemb-
ly constituency located in
Nadia district Mukut Mani
Adhikari defeated Manoj
Kumar Biswas of the BJP by
a margin of 39,048 votes.
Ranaghat Dakshin and
Bagda have a significant

Congress and J&K parties oppose
expanding administrative role of L-G

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

A day after The Hindu re-
ported that the Union
Home Ministry has wi-
dened the ambit of the ad-
ministrative role of the
Lieutenant-Governor  of
Jammu and Kashmir by
amending the Transaction
of Business Rules, sources
clarified that the J&K Legis-
lative Assembly may make
laws on any of the matters
on the State List, except
“Police” and “Public Or-
der”. The Concurrent List
in the Seventh Schedule to
the Constitution  is
excluded.

The Concurrent List in-
cludes education, marriag-
es, taxes, property transf-
er, forests, trade unions,
labour welfare, charitable
organisations, and trade

The Opposition parties
attacked the government for
the ‘unabated betrayal’ of J&K.

and commerce, which ef-
fectively means that the As-
sembly as and when it is
constituted will have no
say in such matters.

The Opposition parties
attacked the government
for the unabated betrayal
of J&K, saying the notifica-
tion was yet another exam-
ple of an attack on the
Constitution.

“Another indicator that
elections are around the
corner in J&K. This is why a
firm commitment laying
out the timeline for resto-
ration of full, undiluted
statehood for J&K is a pre-
requisite for these elec-
tions. The people of J&K
deserve better than power-
less, rubber stamp CM who
will have to beg the Lieute-
nant Governor to get his/
her peon appointed,”
former J&K Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah posted on
X

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge said the
notification meant that the
Modi government “wants
to delay the restoration of
full Statehood to J&K” and
evenif full Statehood is res-
tored, it wants to keep the
newly elected State go-
vernment at the mercy of

the Lieutenant-Governor,
by clamping its executive
power.

Ministry sources assert-
ed, “The notification dated
July 13, 2024, does not in
any sense alter the balance
of powers as enshrined in
the J&K Reorganisation
Act, 2019. The said Act has
been passed by the Parlia-
ment of India in August
2019 and the same has
been upheld by the Su-
preme Court of India.”

The functions of the
Lieutenant-Governor have
been clearly defined and
delineated in the Act and
same has been reflected in
the amended Rules which
were notified in 2020.
“The current notification is
to provide better clarity on
the processes so as to ena-
ble smooth administration
of UT of J&K,” sources said.

Parody account’s post on X
lands YouTuber in legal trouble

Soren, wife

Kalpana meet

Sonia Gandhi

Press Trust of India Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI MUMBAL

Days after taking charge as | Maharashtra’s cyber police

the Chief Minister of Jhark-
hand, Hemant Soren and
his wife Kalpana Soren met
Congress  Parliamentary
Party chief Sonia Gandhi
and Sunita Kejriwal, the
wife of Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal, in New Delhi on
Saturday.

CM™M
K

have registered a case
against popular YouTuber
Dhruv Rathee after a paro-
dy account allegedly post-
ed a fake message on X
about Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla's daughter, a se-
nior official said on

Saturday.
»

According to the State
cyber department, the ac-
count with the handle
@dhruvrahtee had alleged
on social media that Mr.
Birla's  daughter  had
cleared the Union Public
Service Commission exam
without appearing for it.

Acting on a complaint
by a relative of Mr. Birla,
the police booked the You-
Tuber under Bharatiya

Nyaya Sanhita sections for
defamation, intentional in-
sult with intent to provoke
breach of peace, and state-
ment leading to mischief,
and the IT Act, the official
said.

When pointed out that
the alleged fake message
was posted by a parody ac-
count, the official said,
“We are investigating the
matter.”

population of the Matua
community and were con-
sidered strongholds of the
BJP.

In the Raiganj consti-
tuency in Uttar Dinajpur
district of north Bengal,
the Trinamool candidate
Krishna Kalyani defeated
the BJP’s Manas Kumar
Ghosh by a margin of
50,077 votes.

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee congratulated the
people of the State for the
victory and said that eve-
ryone will work for the bet-
terment of the society.

The Chief Minister par-
ticularly extended her con-
gratulations to 25-year-old
Ms. Thakur, the daughter
of Mamatabala Thakur, a
Matua leader and Rajya
Sabha member. “Madhu-

parna has given a tough
fight. People over there
supported us and she has
won,” Ms. Banerjee said.

‘Electoral malpractices’
While the BJP leadership,
especially the candidates
who were in the fray, had
alleged that there were
electoral malpractices on
the day of voting, party
spokesperson Shamik
Bhattacharya called for an
introspection of the party’s
performance.

The defeat is an embar-
rassment for the West Ben-
gal BJP which suffered a
setback in the Lok Sabha
election and won only 12
Lok Sabha seats whereas
the Trinamool Congress in-
creased its tally to 29 Lok
Sabha seats.

| Ganatantra

'BJP wins Amarwara

bypolls; Cong. alleges
‘misuse’ of power

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

Kamlesh Pratap Shah of
the BJP on Saturday won
the byelection to the Amar-
wara (Scheduled Tribe re-
served) Assembly seat in
Chhindwara of Madhya
Pradesh, defeating the
Congress candidate Dhee-
ransha Invati in a closely
fought contest.

The counting of votes
polled on July 10 witnessed
a seesaw-like situation bet-
ween the two parties, with
Mr. Shah finally emerging
victorious by 3,027 votes.

While Mr. Shah secured
83,105 votes, Mr. Invati
bagged 80,078. Devraven
Bhalavi of the Gondwana
Party re-

mained in the third posi-
tion with 28,723 votes.

Mr. Shah, a three-term
MLA and former associate
of Kamal Nath, had moved
from the Congress to the
BJP and resigned from his
legislative ~ membership
just weeks ahead of the
Lok Sabha election in
Chhindwara on April 19,
mandating the bypolls in
Amarwara.

Mr. Kamal Nath had
termed the byelection an
“election of betrayal” and
made an emotional appeal
to voters for Mr. Invati. The
Congress alleged “misuse
of administration by the
BJP”, and said that the de-
mand for a recount had
been turned down by the
authorities.
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APPOINTMENTS

Online applications are in
Level Radiation Research Laboratory (LLRRL), BARC, Kollam, Kerala:

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
BHABHA ATOMIC RESEARCH CENTRE

RECRUITMENT SECTION — 1|

Advertisement No. 01/2024 (R-I)
(Website for submission of online application: https://recruit.barc.gov.in )
GOVERNMENT STRIVES TO HAVE A WORKFORCE THAT REFLECTS GENDER BALANCE AND WOMEN

CANDIDATES ARE ENCOURAGED TO APPLY

d from eligible

for appoi

to the f

ing posts in Low

‘ Opening date and time for submission of online

[15/07/2024 (10.00hrs) |

‘ Closing date and time for receipt of online application

[ 12108/2024 (23.59rs) |

Post No.|Name of the Post|No of Post Ed ional / ical Qi
DR/01 Scientific UR-02 |B.Sc. (Zoology/Biochemistry/ Microbiology) with minimum 60% marks from
Assistant/C a recognized university and 4 years of experience in human
(Group-B) cytogenetics/molecular cytogenetics/cell culture techniques/molecular
laboratory techniques and also familiar in biological research methods.
Knowledge of Bio-Statistics is desirable.

For further details please visit BARC website : https://www.barc.gov.in & https://recruit.barc.gov.in

NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR EMPOWERMENT OF PERSONS WITH
MULTIPLE I]ISAIILITIES (Divyangjan)

s

(Dept. of

s

Muttukady, East Goast Road, Kovalam (P.0), Chennai - 603 112,

Phane: 044 - 2747 2046, 2747 2104, 2747 2113, 2747 2423, Mnm 94483 14716
~ Accredited by NAAC- - 150 9001:2015-

“Toll Free No: 18004250345 www.iepm n.nic.in
Employment Notice No.03 (R)/2024

NIEPMD(D) invites applications from Indian Nationals, who fuifill the

prescribed qualification, experience, age and other conditions for filing
Up the following sanctioned regular posts, as per the details given:-

1. Assoclate Professorin Speech Patholagy & Audiology **

(Ministry of Social Jusm:atrrpnwem:m Gowt. mlndm)

A, TR 302018, Wi

Email: niepmd@gov.in

— 1post
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i 9.2( u;:mscnm@vwwaouqs/su
ST FIAT (12/2024-25)
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UBN No: SMB2425SLOB00020

ttps://rsmssb.rajasthan.govin T @ M TR 8 Fie e W @t w1
T 19158 T A B

1. Assistant Professor (Consultant)

3. Rehabilitation Officer (Consultant)

5. Tutor - Glinical Assistant
(Consultant)

7. Special Educator (Gonsultant)

9. Assistant (Consultant)

NIEPMD invites Applications from the eligible candidates for the
following contractual engagement at NIEPMD (D), Chennai

2. Lecturer (Congultant)

4. Clinical Assistant (Consultant)

6. Prosthetist & Orthotist
Demonstrator (Consultant)

2. Mssociate Professar (Medical Science) ** ( Reserved for OBC in case of DIPR/C/5805/2024 W

Direct recruitment) — 1 post
3. DeputyRegistrar (Admin) ** — 1 post
For detailed age limit,
format of application and the recruitment fee details etc., please visit our
website: www.niepm.tn.nic.in

No.09 /2024
(ONLINE APPLICATION ONLY) STATE BANK OF INDIA

OSBI

State Bank of India nvi

LOCAL HEAD OFFICE
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala- 695012

Wo
oreaualfcaion and seecton u( Principal Project Architect cum Project Management,
C

ver sysiem (Technical and Price bid) for|

mPNC) for

8. Vocational Instructor (Consultant)
0. (Consultant)

and conditions, please og on to the website

* Maximum age limit for all post is 56 years

The aspiring applicants fulflling the eligibility criteria in all respect
can submit their application through online mode.
of application will be made available on NIEPMD, Chennai official websile
i.e. hitps:/iwww.niepmd.tn.nic.in/career

The online registration

For all other detalls, terms

criteria, scope of the Sankss tobe offered, terms and conditions of
appointment and the detailed proforma e for submission of tenders (Technical and Price

Bid) for the purpose
) e Jast date f

our website htips:/sol.

Pl

scribed format at this office will be up (0.3.00 p.m on 14-08-2024,

duly filled in tenders in the pre-

lace:
Date : 12-07-2024

Manager (P &E)
$BI, Thiruvananthapuram.

Sd/-
DIRECTOR
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Yogi Adityanath inaugurate:

S

Uttar Pradesh Mango Festival

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath said

on Friday in Lucknow that the State would be
exporting 40 tonnes of mangoes to Japan and

Malaysia. He was inaugurating the Uttar Pradesh

Mango Festival at Awadh Shilp Gram. “Uttar
Pradesh will export 40 tonnes of mangoes to

Japan and Malaysia this year. For the first time in

160 years, the famous Dussehri mangoes from
Lucknow are also being exported to the United
States,” Mr. Adityanath said. “While the price of
Dussehri mangoes in India ranges between 60
and 100 per kilogram, their price in the U.S.

market has risen to 900 per kilogram,” the Chief

Minister added.

Navi Mumbai airport to be
operational by March 2025

The new international airport in Navi Mumbai

will be operational from March 2025, Union
Minister of State for Civil Aviation Murlidhar

Mohol said on Saturday. The airport, which is
currently under construction, has been named
after the Peasants and Workers Party of India

leader Dinkar Balu Patil, for which the
Maharashtra government gave its nod in July

2022. Union Civil Aviation Minister K. Rammohan

Naidu and Mr. Mohol reviewed the progress on

July 13 by visiting the site in Navi Mumbai.

Speaking to presspersons, Mr. Mohol said, “The
airport will be operational in March 2025. The

construction progress is as per schedule”

India to host a summit for

entertainment sector in Nov.

India will host the first World Audiovisual and
Entertainment Summit in November alongside
the International Film Festival of India in Goa,

with Information and Broadcasting Minister

Ashwini Vaishnaw promising to strengthen the

ecosystem for the protection of intellectual

property rights in the media and entertainment

sector. Mr. Vaishnaw and Goa Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant on Saturday made the

announcement of the first World Audiovisual and

Entertainment Summit (WAVES) in Goa from

November 20 to 24. “IP rights hold huge value in

the media and entertainment sector. We will

be

strengthening the ecosystem for protecting [P

rights,” Mr. Vaishnaw said in his address. en

Cybercrimes can derail

development, says Dhankhar

Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar on Saturday
cautioned that cybercrimes can derail a nation’s
development, and called for a convergence of

efforts and institutions to deal with the threat. He

called for a need to further educate people to

protect data to prevent themn from falling victims

of cybercrimes. Addressing a conference on

cybersecurity, Mr. Dhankhar felt that there was a
need to extend legal aid to victims of cyberfraud

as they could have lost all their finances to

cybercriminals. Referring to the growth of the

country’s economy, he said “derailment can take
place when we are not prepared for such kind of

crimes, such kind of incursions”. en
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Mumbai will be made global
fintech capital, Maharashtra
economic powerhouse: PM

In his maiden visit to the State after Lok Sabha polls, Modi calls Opposition parties ‘enemies’ of

development; he says efforts are on to improve Mumbais connectivity with neighbouring areas

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

n his maiden visit to
l Maharashtra after the

Lok Sabha election,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday laid
foundation stones and in-
augurated multiple public
projects  estimated at
329,396 crore, and said he
aimed to make Mumbai the
world’s capital in financial
technology and Maharash-
tra the leading State in
tourism.

Later in the evening, he
inaugurated the Indian
Newspaper Society Towers
in the Bandra Kurla Com-
plex area.

“I aim to use Maharash-
tra’s power to transform it
into an economic power-
house of the world. Want
to make Mumbai [the] glo-
bal fintech capital,” Mr.
Modi said, adding that he
also wants Maharashtra to
scale the top of the tourism
charts. “There are so many
magnificent forts of Chha-
trapati Shivaji Maharaj, a
rich Konkan coastline and
the entire Sahyadri moun-
tain range. There is im-
mense potential to explore
medical and conference
tourism.”

Emphasising the tou-
rism sector while address-
ing media owners and se-
nior management  at
another event, he asked
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Narendra Modi with Maharashtra Governor Ramesh Bais, CM Eknath Shinde and Deputy CM Devendra

Fadnavis during the inauguration of development projects in Mumbai on Saturday. pTi

the media industry to have
coordinated efforts to pro-
mote tourism in every

State to boost the
economy.
He took a jibe at the Op-

position parties by calling
them “enemies” of deve-
lopment, and reiterated
the National Democratic
Alliance’s resolve for Viksit
Bharat in the next 25 years.
“Itis our goal that the qual-
ity of life improves for all.
We are attempting to im-
prove connectivity of
Mumbai with the neigh-
bouring areas... A decade
ago, the metro line was li-
mited to 8 km, which now
is a network of 80 km and
work is going on to create
another 200 km,” he said.
A decade ago, the Mum-

bai Metro was a single line
of 11.4 km. Now, a metro
rail network of 46.5 km is
operational and 166.97 km
is under various stages of
construction.

‘Media plays vital role’

At the Indian Newspaper
Society Towers inaugura-
tion, Mr. Modi said, “Media
plays a crucial role in
showing the correct path
to the nation. It will play a
crucial role in making In-
dia “Viksit’ in the next 25
years. Media also makes
people aware of their
strength and their rights...
and its natural role is to
create discourse... The me-
dia is not just a mute spec-
tator of the conditions of
the country, all of you peo-

ple of the media play an
important role in changing
the conditions and giving
direction to the country.
Today India is in such a pe-
riod when its journey of
the next 25 years is very
important. For India to be-
come developed in these
25 years, the role of new-
spapers and magazines is
equally big.”

He laid the foundation
stones for the Thane-Boriv-
ali (¥16,600 crore) and the
Goregaon-Mulund (Z6,300
crore) twin tunnels to be
executed by the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region Deve-
lopment Authority
(MMRDA) and Municipal
Corporation of Greater
Mumbai (BMC),
respectively.

Bangladesh team
explores Kolkata port
for transshipment

Moyurie Som
KOLKATA

A 13-member delegation
from Bangladesh visited
the Syama Prasad Mooker-
jee Port here between
Tuesday and Friday to ex-
plore possibilities of trans-
shipment of Bangladesh’s
export-import cargo
through ports located on
India’s east coast. The
team also visited the Hal-
dia Dock Complex in Pur-
ba Medinipur district on
July 10.

The delegation was led
by S.M. Mostafa Kamal,
Joint Secretary, Bangla-
desh Shipping Ministry,
and was accompanied by
private stakeholders and
representatives from other
key Ministries and ports of
Bangladesh. The visit was
in accordance with what
was discussed at the India-
Bangladesh Shipping Se-
cretaries-level talks in Dha-
ka last December.

The port authorities
said the focal point of the
discussions was the va-
rious trade facility advan-
tages that Bangladeshi ex-
porters could gain from
the transshipment of ex-
port-bound cargo to third
countries through the
port. They highlighted its
strategic proximity to Ban-
gladesh and the advantag-
es of the Indo-Bangladesh
Protocol (IBP) route in
strengthening trade rela-
tions between the two
countries and boosting ex-
port-import trade.

The delegation was gi-
ven a demonstration of the

The team discussed
trade facility
advantages for
Bangladeshi
exporters

infrastructure of the Kolka-
ta Dock System and the
Haldia Dock Complex and
was told about the scope
for handling containerised
cargo for third-country ex-
port from Bangladesh. In
the discussions, port auth-
orities spoke about the fu-
ture plans for development
of the dock and a public-
private partnership model.

Discussions held

Talks were also held on
matters such as introduc-
ing direct voyage services
between the port and Chi-
na, planned vessel move-
ment between it and the
Chittagong and Yangon
ports, introduction of a
night-savigation ~ system,
presence of extended al-
lied services, strong pre-
sence of leading shipping
lines, integrated road and
rail transportation net-
work and established cus-
toms facilities.

The head of the Bangla-
deshi team said a meeting
would be conducted with
stakeholders on their re-
turn to Bangladesh, with
the data, analysis and com-
parison they had obtained
from their visit. The com-
mittee will submit a report
to the Ministry, and the re-
port will be communicated
to India through diplomat-
ic channels.

Villages along China border to get 4G, tourist
circuits, all-weather roads, says Home Ministry

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

At a high-level meeting
here on Saturday, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
reviewed the implementa-
tion of the “Vibrant Villag-
es Programme”, which
aims to develop infrastruc-
ture and open up villages
to tourists along the China
border.

Mr. Shah said that the
Union government was
committed to the all-round
development of the border
villages, and stressed the
need to provide employ-
ment opportunities to the
local people and increase
connectivity with villages
to prevent migration.

Under the programme,
136 border villages are be-
ing provided connectivity

Union Home Minister Amit Shah reviews the implementation of

‘Vibrant Villages Programme’ at a meeting in New Delhi. PTI

through 113 all-weather
road projects at a cost of
32,420 crore, a Home Mi-
nistry statement said. By
December, all villages un-
der the programme will be
covered by the 4G net-
work, for which work was
on at a rapid pace. Appro-
priate steps are being ta-

ken to ensure financial in-
clusion in all these villages
and the India Post Pay-
ments Bank branches are
being facilitated there.
Work is being done to
develop tourist circuits to
bring vibrancy to these vil-
lages and promote tou-
rism. In this endeavour, ca-

pacity  building and
tourism-related infrastruc-
ture was being developed
in coordination with the
Tourism Ministry. The pro-
gramme is in the process of
being integrated with the
Prime Minister’s Gati Shak-
ti  Portal for better
monitoring.

Senior Home Ministry
officers, including the Un-
ion Home Secretary, the
Secretary, Border Manage-
ment and Director-Gener-
al, Indo Tibetan Border

Police, attended the
meeting.
6,000 events organised

The statement said the im-
portant and ambitious
scheme was launched on
February 14 last year, with
an allocation of 4,800
crore. So far, more than

6,000 events have been or-
ganised in these border vil-
lages, which include 4,000
service delivery and aware-
ness camps. More than
600 projects have been
sanctioned by the govern-
ment for employment gen-
eration. During the meet-
ing, Mr. Shah laid
emphasis on review at the
highest level at regular in-
tervals to dispose of pend-
ing issues.

He said the Central
Armed Police Forces and
the Army should encour-
age purchase of local agri-
cultural and handicraft
products through coopera-
tives. He said the health-
care facilities of these forc-
es should be regularly
made available to benefit
the residents of nearby vil-
lages.

Chandipura
virus: four
children die
in Gujarat

The Hindu Bureau
AHMEDABAD

Four children died and two
are under treatment for
suspected infection by
Chandipura virus, which
causes encephalitis, in Sa-
barkantha district of Guja-
rat. The two children are
being treated at the civil
hospital in the district.

The authorities have
sent the samples of the
children who are undergo-
ing the treatment, to the
National Institute of Virolo-
gy for confirmation. Chan-
dipura virus is a rare and
potentially deadly patho-
gen that causes fever, flu-
like symptoms, and acute
encephalitis (inflammation
of the brain).

6 lakh fake pollution-trading certificates unearthed in 3 States

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The Central Pollution Con-
trol Board (CPCB) in 2023
had unearthed more than
six lakh fake pollution-
trading certificates during
audits at four plastic-recy-
cling companies in Guja-
rat, Maharashtra and Kar-
nataka, documents show.

Multiple sources from
the Environment Ministry
and from the plastic waste
recycling industry con-
firmed to The Hindu that
the potential number of
fake certificates could be
manifold as these were on-
ly four of the 2,348 plastic
waste recyclers registered
with the CPCB.

Only a small fraction of
these recyclers has been
physically verified for recy-
cling the claimed quantity,
sources said.

Between 2022 and 2023,
the latest year for which in-

formation is available,
there were about 18,000
companies that use plastic
packaging and were regis-
tered with the CPCB,
which manages the Ex-
tended Producer Responsi-
bility (EPR) scheme, as
either producers, impor-
ters or ‘brand-owners’.
They had a collective target
of recycling about 3.3 mil-
lion tonnes, with the Minis-
try data suggesting that on
average, more than 85% of
the target was met.

The Plastic Waste Man-
agement Rules mandate all
companies that use plastic
packaging to register with
the CPCB. Not complying
with these targets can in-
vite fines.

These certificates, or
EPR certificates, are used
by thousands of compa-
nies that use plastic pack-
aging in some form for bu-
siness operations and are
legally obliged to either en-
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According to a report by the CPCB this May, nearly 3.7 million

tonnes worth of certificates were generated. FILE PHOTO

sure that a prescribed per-
centage of the plastic used
annually is collected and
recycled, or that they buy
enough certificates to
make good on their tar-
gets. The mandated targets
change every year.

In 2022-23, for instance,
companies were expected
to recycle 70% of the pack-
aging used in the previous
two financial years. For

2023-24, it is 100%.
Certificates are generat-
ed by registered plastic
waste recyclers, who col-
lect plastic waste and recy-
cle them. Every tonne of
plastic recycled by them
generates a certificate. As
per a report by the CPCB
this May, nearly 3.7 million
tonnes worth of certifi-
cates were generated but
given that companies have

differing obligations, the
exact number of certifi-
cates they buy from recy-
clers is not clear.

While 6,00,000 fake
EPRs were bought by pack-
aging companies as part of
meeting their obligations,
is unclear who bought
these certificates as the
break-up is not publicly
available.

The details vary, but the
basic pattern in how recy-
clers produced fake certifi-
cates is similar. The four re-
cycling companies, Enviro
Recyclean Pvt. Ltd (Karna-
taka), Shakti Plastics Indus-
tries (Maharashtra), Tech-
nova Recycling India Pvt.
Ltd and Asha Recyclean
Pvt. Ltd, were hauled up
for claiming to have gener-
ated many more EPR cer-
tificates than the installed
capacity of their plants.
The malpractice came to
light after the CPCB con-
ducted physical checks on

their premises.

Certificates generated
by recycling companies are
considered legitimate only
if the recyclers are actually
able to sell the recycled
plastic. In the case of these
companies, they were un-
able to establish proof of
these sales to the visiting
CPCB officials.

The Maharashtra Pollu-
tion Control Board has, as
on March 2024, ordered
Technova to shut down fol-
lowing violations. The Hin-
du could not confirm if the
other companies have got
similar orders.

A typical notice, for in-
stance to Technova, says:
“The Unit has generated
EPR certificates of the or-
der of 97,200 tonnes and
transferred certificates of
95,200... quantities men-
tioned in the invoices are
fallacious and very high
compared to the declared
production capacity...”

A ND-NDE



10

THE HINDU

Business

Sunday, July 14, 2024

DELHI

INBRIEF

‘Govt. mulls handing over

MTNL operations to BSNL

The Centre is considering to handover operations
of Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Ltd. (MTNL) to
BSNL through an agreement, instead of pursuing
a merger route, a source privy to

development said. A final call on this is likely to
be taken in a month’s time. The source said that
the option of handing over MTNL's operations to
BSNL through an agreement is being looked into
and given MTNL's high debt, a merger with BSNL
was not a favourable option. en

Centre denies extension

to BSNL Chairman Purwar

The government has denied extension to BSNL
Chairman and Managing Director P.K. Purwar
and is likely to give the charge to a senior
department of telecom officer, official sources
said. Mr. Purwar, who took charge as CMD in July
2019 for five years, had applied for an extension.
“DoT is mulling to hand over additional charge of
BSNL CMD post to DDG Robert J. Ravi. There is
no decision on extension sought by the present
CMD,” an official source said. e

‘Domestic investors infused

$638 mn in realty in Apr.-June’

Domestic investors pumped $637.9 million in the
Indian real estate during April-June, a fivefold
jump on annual basis, expecting better returns
amid strong demand, according to Vestian. The
real estate consultant on Saturday released data
for institutional investments in real estate during
Q2 of CY24. As per the data, institutional
investments in the Indian real estate rose 96% in
April-June to $3.1 billion from $1.6 billion in the
corresponding period of the previous year. en

‘Tech advances likely to
pose challenges to firms’

A Canadian court ruling upholding use of an emoji as valid acceptance of a contract flags the risks

Indian corporates can face from a lack of preparedness; need awareness of Al tools, emoticons

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

dvances in technol-
A ogy and Al tools are
likely to pose chal-

lenges for corporates in
safely running their busi-
nesses according to two le-
gal experts. To guard
against these challenges,
several companies and
their boards are scram-
bling to embrace some of
these advances and tools.

The recent decision of a
Canadian court accepting
the use of an emoji in a
communication as accep-
tance of a contract has
raised alarm bells in boar-
drooms worldwide, includ-
ing in India. Given the ra-
pidly expanding use of
messaging platforms to
hold discussions, and even
arrive at decisions, the Ca-
nadian court’s ruling is
seen as an eye opener, the
legal experts said.

‘Thumbs-up emoji’
The case pertains to a Ca-
nadian farmer who was
sued by a grain buyer for
failing to deliver 86 tons of
flax. The buyer alleged that
he had discussed the po-
tential purchase with the
farmer over phone and
sent a message with a draft
contract, requesting the
farmer to confirm the con-
tract. In reply, the farmer
sent a ‘thumbs-up’ emoji
but did not then meet the
specified deadline for de-
livery of the flax.

While the grain buyer
claimed that the emoji in-

Emojis and Al

Firms need to raise awareness about use of emoticons in business
conversations on messaging platforms and risks from Al

= ACanadian court ruled againsta farmer for
failure to deliver flax after using a thumbs-up
emojiin a chat with a buyer

= Experts flag risks including voice

) =

replication, impersonation on a WhatsApp
group via identity theft

can also emerge as major
challenges for corporates,
given the risks to business
integrity.

The legal experts see a
lot of legal propositions be-
ing tested in the wake of
technological advances.
Companies need to take
measures to safeguard
, while making

I

= Boards must invest in training, safeguard

measures; adopt liability insulation

dicated their deal was
sealed, the farmer argued
that the emoji was only
meant to confirm receipt
of the contract and not to
signify acceptance of the
agreement or its terms.

The court ruled in fa-
vour of the grain buyer and
ordered the farmer to pay
Canadian $82,000 (about
%50 lakh) for failure to fulfil
the contract.

Deals via messaging
According to the legal ex-
perts, such cases may
come up in India because
contracts are now increas-
ingly being discussed over
messaging platforms.
While only e-mails were
considered as having evi-
dentiary value till recently,
the Canadian court's rul-
ing, the experts opine,
could result in WhatsApp
emoticons making their
way to courts here as well.
Abhijit Joshi, founding
and managing partner,
Veritas Legal, a new age
law firm, said most organi-
sations today embrace
technological advances,

which are complex and
cannot always function
within a tacit framework of
rules.

“Since there is no com-
parable body of knowledge
or best practices, boards at
times may not adequately
consider the governance of
technology, which can be
dangerous. For this reason,
more and more organisa-
tions are forming separate
IT / Al Boards to address
the complexities and chal-
lenges of advances in tech-
nology,” he said.

“For this, boards must
regularly review their se-
curity and reliability mea-
sures to prevent any glitch
in services or attack on
technology. Additionally,
investments can be made
in back-up systems as well
as project management
systems, including enter-
ing into service level agree-
ments,” he added.

‘Voice replication’

Voice replication using Al,
or impersonation of a per-
son on a WhatsApp group
following identity theft,

optimal use of these ad-
vances, they add.

Several companies and
their boards have been
seeking the services of tech
experts and law firms to
pre-empt risks and suggest
ways to mitigate them.

“Regular training and
awareness programs
should be conducted, and
proper policies and proce-
dures be framed and put
into place,” says Rahul
Dwarkadas, co-founding
partner, Veritas Legal.

“For example, educat-
ing the board and em-
ployees that the use of
technology, which apart
from providing alternative
options that differ from the
traditional manner in do-
ing things, such as execut-
ing a contract, can noneth-
eless convey an affirmation
even if made informally or
with the use of signage,”
Mr. Dwarkadas observed.

The solution to safe-
guard boardrooms from
tech risks lies in four steps:
awareness and education,
anticipation of the pro-
blems a corporate could
face, investment in train-
ing and safeguard mea-
sures, and liability insula-
tion, the legal experts said.

TVS Motor to invest
in new products,
technologies to drive
topline growth: MD

N. Anand
CHENNAIT

TVS Motor Company
(TVSM) aims to drive to-
pline growth by investing
in new products and va-
rious technologies to
strengthen its EV and ICE
capabilities, said Managing
Director Sudarshan Venu.
“We aim to drive growth
by investing in new pro-
ducts and premiumisa-
tion,” he said in the MD’s
message to shareholders.
“Our investments in dig-
ital connectivity streng-
then our EV and ICE capa-
bilities, and we anticipate

Sudarshan Venu

the world. TVSM will in-
itially introduce its premi-
um EV and ICE range in
France and Italy, a move
that will pave the way for
further expansion into se-
lect EU markets.

In FY24, TVSM reported
a slight decline in two- and

elevating customer satis- three-wheeler  exports.
faction with customer-cen-  The two wheeler business
tric i in soft- is exp to rebound in
ware, electronics, and FY25.

digital connectivity,” Mr.

Venu. said. African market

While expecting a grea-
ter demand surge in the
two- and three-wheeler in-
dustry in the future due to
improvements in road in-
frastructure and increasing
mobility demands, TVSM
aims to capitalise on the
opportunities by deepen-
ing its international pre-
sence in the African, Latin
American, European,
Southeast Asian, and West
Asia markets, he said.

On its international pre-
sence, TVSM said it was
now a global brand compa-
ny operating in Asia, Afri-
ca, Latin America and Eu-
rope. The company is
strategically expanding its
international presence by
fortifying its EV offerings
and strengthening its dis-
tribution network across

The African market is ex-
pected to show improve-
ment in recovering from
the global slowdown, infla-
tion moderation, currency
devaluation, and effects of
maritime disruption.

The company said it had
put adequate countermea-
sures in place to address
the challenges and expects
strong recovery in the in-
ternational markets in
FY25.Asserting that the
premium and super-premi-
um markets were expected
to grow consistently, the
company said its Singa-
pore subsidiary Norton
Motorcycle Co. Ltd., UK.,
was preparing its portfolio
to become a strong player
with a series of products
getting closer to market
readiness.

ITC’s Fortune to add
hotel rooms in TN

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAT

ITC's Fortune Park Hotels
plans to expand its portfo-
lio with the addition of 8-10
new hotels with 1,000 keys
over the next two to three
years mostly in tier 2and 3
cities, the unit’s CEO said.

“We are an asset light
company, and we open ho-
tels through alliances,” For-
tune Park Hotels Ltd. CEO
M. Samir told The Hindu.
“We are always open for al-
liances,” he added.

Fortune Hotels, which
has 55 operating hotels
with 67 alliances and
4,000 keys of which 30%
are in the South, an-
nounced the opening of its
Fortune Beach Resort ECR
Chennai on Friday.

“Qur plan is to open 8-

I

10 properties with 1,000
keys in 2-3 years. This year,
we announced opening of
eight hotels, of which five
have been opened. We are
on track,” he said.

Fortune’s portfolio con-
sists of business and lei-
sure hotels in a 70:30 ratio
and the goal is to make it
50:50, he said. Already in
Tamil Nadu the ratio is
50:50 across Ooty, Madu-
rai, Chennai, Vellore, Ti-
ruppur and Hosur.

‘Chola making strides
towards becoming a
financial powerhouse’

N. Anand
CHENNAI

Cholamandalam  Invest-
ment and Finance Co. Ltd.
(Chola) continues to make
significant progress to-
wards its long-term vision
of becoming a financial po-
werhouse, said the firm’s
top official.

“Chola has achieved re-
cord-breaking disbursals,
collections, and profitabili-
ty in FY24. Alongside this
growth of our established
businesses, our new ven-
tures are making substan-
tial contributions to both
volume and value,” Chair-
man Vellayan Subbiah said
in the annual report.

Vehicle finance grew

growth would be
‘moderate’ in FY25

22%, property loans 46%,
while home loans grew by
66%. Small and medium
enterprises loans rose 27%,
consumer and small enter-
prise loans by 64% and se-
cured business and perso-
nal loans by 138%, he said.
On growth prospects,
he said, commercial vehi-
cle segment is expected to
rise in single digits in FY25,
while two-wheeler finance
is expected to grow at a
moderate pace this fiscal.

‘There’s traction in subscription model
among transit professionals in tier 1 cities’

Mini Tejaswi
BENGALURU

Maruti Suzuki India Ltd.
(MSIL) witnessed signifi-
cant traction in its car sub-
seription model in FY24,
said Partho Banerjee, a se-
nior company official.

There were more than
10,000 cars across India of
all MSIL brands put togeth-
er since subscriptions were
introduced in July 2020 till
the close of FY24.

Post-pandemic recovery
While the COVID-19 pan-
demic hit uptake severely,
growth has been steep in
the past couple of years.

Subscribers are mainly
those who are in India on
short-term projects or en-
gagements for under two
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Hassle free: Those in India on short-term projects and young
professionals who prefer not to own assets are subscribing. REUTERS

years. But young profes-
sionals who increasingly
believe in shared services
and do not prefer to own
assets are also opting for
the subscription model,
Mr. Banerjee said.

“We saw good traction
for the subscription model
last year. The growth in the
subscription model was

44% over FY23,” Mr. Baner-
jee, told The Hindu.

‘Popular overseas’
While the subscription mo-
del was a new concept in
India, it was already popu-
lar in the United States and
other mature markets, he
observed.

This model may take

some time to find greater
acceptance in India, be-
cause people still consider
owning a car as an invest-
ment, he added.

“But subscription is cer-
tainly an option we offer to
our customers. Generally,
in mature markets people
tend to go for the subscrip-
tion model. In India, we
are seeing interest among
young customers,” Mr. Ba-
nerjee observed.

This model is hassle
free, without requiring a
loan and customers could
return the car, or upgrade
after the tenure period.

He said the trend was
evident in Hyderabad, Del-
hi and Bengaluru and oth-
er metro cities where there
were large numbers of
transit professionals.
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Air pollution harms pollinators more than pests, study finds

The Hindu Bureau

Bees and other beneficial
bugs are disproportionate-
ly harmed by air pollution
compared to crop-destroy-
ing pests, according to a
new study. Researchers
from the University of
Reading analysed data
from 120 scientific papers
to understand how 40
types of insects in 19 coun-
tries respond to air pollu-
tants like ozone, nitrogen
oxides, sulfur dioxide and

particulate matter. The stu-
dy published in the jour-
nal Nature Communica-
tions found that pollinators
— including bees and some
moths and butterflies — ex-
perienced a 39% decline in
foraging efficiency after be-
ing exposed to elevated air
pollution levels. In con-
trast, plant-eating aphids
and other pests were not
significantly impacted.
The researchers suggest
that beneficial insects —
such as bees and wasps —

are more affected by air
pollution due to their re-
liance on scent-based com-
munication. Many benefi-
cial insects use airborne
chemical signals to locate
flowers, find mates, or
hunt their prey.

Air  pollutants can
chemically alter these
scent trails or interfere
with insects’ ability to de-
tect them, essentially dis-
rupting their sensory land-
scape. In contrast, many
pests rely less on long-dis-

tance scent cues and more
on direct contact or visual
cues, making them less
vulnerable to air pollu-
tion’s effects on airborne
chemical signals.

The study focused on
how air pollution impacts
various insect behaviour
and biological aspects, in-
cluding feeding, growth,
survival,  reproduction,
and ability to locate food
sources. Of all these fac-
tors, insects’ ability to find
food was most severely im-

paired by air pollution, de-
clining by about one-third
on average.

Among air pollutants,
ozone emerged as particu-
larly harmful to beneficial
insects, reducing their abil-
ity to thrive and carry out
their roles in the ecosys-
tem by 35%. Ozone pollu-
tion has the most detri-
mental impacts and even
low ozone levels below
current air quality stan-
dards can cause significant
damage. Nitrogen oxides

also substantially impaired
beneficial insects.

“Changes in inverte-
brate performance are not
dependent on air pollutant
concentrations, indicating
that even low levels of pol-
lution are damaging. Pred-
icted increases in tropos-
pheric ozone could result
in unintended conse-
quences to global inverte-
brate populations and
their valuable ecological
services,” the researchers
write.

Nobel laureate supports India’s

SNAPSHOTS

Experiment reveals barley’s
climate-driven adaptation

Leveraging one of the world’s oldest biological
experiments — which began in 1929 —
researchers have uncovered how barley was
shaped by both agricultural pressures and the
natural environment. Although the experiment
began with thousands of genotypes, scientists
show that natural selection has reduced this
diversity, leading to the dominance of a clonal
lineage constituting most of the population. The

pursuit for a neutrino lab

Nobel laureate Takaaki Kajita opens up about the parallels and contrasts between Japan and India’s quests to further

Nandita Jayaraj

fthe obstacle-ridden

India-based Neutri-

no Observatory

(INO) ever becomes
a reality, it will be one of
the largest basic science
projects in the country. No-
bel laureate and neutrino
researcher Takaaki Kajita
is convinced that the pro-
posed underground labo-
ratory is still worth fighting
for.

Neutrinos are abundant
particles that may be rele-
vant to our understanding
of the origin of matter in
the universe. About 60
years ago, historic science
experiments inside a gold-
mine in Kolar, Karnataka,
would lead to the 1965 dis-
covery of atmospheric
neutrinos. This was a col-
laboration between In-
dian, Japanese and British
scientists.

Awakened to the poten-
tial of neutrino research,
Japan continued with ex-
periments on — or rather,
under — their soil, in the
underground Kamioka Ob-
servatory situated under
Mount Ikeno. This was
where Masatoshi Koshiba’s
team would discover cos-
mic neutrinos in the late
1980s. Subsequently, Japan
decided to establish a ded-
icated neutrino observato-
ry,  Super-Kamiokande,
which began operation in
1996. In 2002, Koshiba
won a Nobel Prize for his
contributions.

Indian scientists had no
intention of being left be-
hind. Though the original
experiments had to end in
1992 due to the closure of
the goldmines in Kolar,
plans to build our own ob-
servatory were already un-

research on enigmatic elementary particles called neutrinos

India’s INO dream is worth salvaging

Overadecade aftera proposal was drawn, the fate of INO is stifl uncertain

= Abouit 60 years ago, historic
science experiments inside a
goldmine in Kolar, Karnataka, led to
the 1965 discovery of atmospheric
neutrinos

= This was a collaboration between

Indian, Japanese and British
scientists

® Japan continued with
experiments in the underground
Kamioka Observatory situated

= The experiments to be will neither
produce any radioactivity nor can
it function well where there is
radiation

# In fact, the main reason

for locating the laboratory
underground s to create an
environment free of the radiation

Nobel laureate Takaaki Kajita

that abounds on the Earth's surface

under Mount lkeno

= Japan established a dedicated

neutrino observatory, Super-
Kamiokande, which began
operation in 1996

®The INO would be located a
kilometre underground, and hence
would have minimal impact on

wildlife and the ecosystem

derway. After extensive de-
liberations, a proposal was
drawn and in 2011, the In-
dian government an-
nounced its intention to set
aside about Rs.1,350 crores
for an India-based Neutri-
no Observatory, which
would be situated 1.3 km
underground in Tamil Na-
du. Over a decade later,
there has been no pro-
gress. Today, the fate of
INO is uncertain.

Meanwhile, Japanese re-
searchers received the first
evidence for a phenome-
non called neutrino oscilla-
tion within a year of the
Super-Kamiokande. This
discovery would go on to
(jointly) win Koshiba’s stu-
dent Takaaki Kajita, anoth-
er Nobel in 2015.

Having spent his entire
research career in Japan,
‘Takaaki Kajita is a living ex-
ample of how much is to be
gained by having a neutri-
no laboratory close to
home. “We can easily ac-

is convinced that
the proposed
underground
laboratory
is stillworth
fighting for.
PHOTO:
NANDITA
JAYARA

cess the laboratory and the
detector is nearby,” he
said, in an interview with
this reporter during the
73rd Lindau Nobel Lau-
reate Meeting which con-
cluded on July 5.

‘Two of the main reasons
for opposition to INO are
adverse environmental im-
pacts and the fear of ra-
dioactivity. This is despite
INO scientists repeatedly
stating that the observato-
ry would be located a kilo-
metre underground and
hence would have minimal
impact on wildlife and the
ecosystem. What about ra-
dioactivity? “The experi-
ment will neither produce
any radioactivity nor can it
function well where there
is radiation,” they point
out on INO's website. The
whole point of housing the
detector underground is to
protect it from the natural
radiation that hits the sur-
face of Earth.

According to Kajita, the

Japanese project did not
face as much opposition.
“We decided to construct
the detector in an active
mine, so there was no need
for additional excavation,”
he pointed out. Besides,
the original experiment
was designed to search not
for neutrinos but for a hy-
pothetical phenomenon
called proton decay. “That
was nothing to do with ra-
diation,” he said. The big-
gest stroke of luck for the
Japanese neutrino scien-
tists was the timing of a su-
pernova that was observed
in February 1987. The Su-
pernova 1987A happened
while the Kamiokande-II
detector was online, lead-
ing to the discovery of cos-
mic neutrinos by the team
led by Koshiba. “This had a
great impact. People sud-
denly knew neutrinos, and
had only a good image
about them,” said Kajita,
who was Koshiba’s PhD
student.

A neutrino observatory
at home is envisioned to
give the Indian scientific
community, including stu-
dents of particle physics,
the opportunity to work
with a world-class detector
without needing to travel
outside national borders.
Back in the 1980s, the
young Kajita greatly bene-
fited from this privilege. He
recalled the excitement
during the construction of
the Kamiokande detector.
“It’s the young postdocs in-
volved in the Kamiokande
and Super Kamiokande ex-
periments who first saw
and analysed the data,” he
said.

Today, the Super-Ka-
miokande facility conti-
nues to train new genera-
tions of particle physicists.

‘While some of them se-
cure positions abroad, ma-
ny choose to stay back in
Japan. After he won his No-
bel in 2015, Kajita himself
declined invitations to take
up new positions in other
countries.

“As an experimental
physicist, it is very impor-
tant that I am near the de-
tector,” he explained.

Aware of the setbacks
his Indian colleagues have
suffered, Kajita insists that
the INO dream is worth sal-
vaging.

“It may be a bit late to

start the construction of
the detector, but it is very
important to continue
working towards an under-
ground lab. There are a lot
of things [yet] to be done
[in the field of neutrino
physics].”
(Nandita Jayaraj is a free-
lance science writer and co-
author of Lab Hopping: A
Journey to Find India’s Wo-
men in Science)

results underscore the power of long-term
studies in understanding adaptive evolution.

New atmospheric particles

form in upper troposphere

New atmospheric particles form when
stratospheric air intrudes into the troposphere
‘below, revealing a previously unrecognised
mechanism for new particle formation (NPF) in
the upper troposphere. The finding suggests that
NPF aloft occurs frequently and over large
geographic regions. Aerosol particles smaller
than one micron in diameter are abundant in the
troposphere. They serve as condensation sites for
water vapor, contributing to cloud formation,
and play arole in Earth’s radiative balance.

Island vertebrates are at risk

of human-driven extinction

A study involving 2,813 species of tetrapod
vertebrates shows that island-dwelling species
have slower relative metabolic rates than their
mainland counterparts. Moreover, this slow pace
of life puts insular species at a higher risk of
anthropogenic extinction. Island evolution is a
balancing act. Species must adapt to a limited
space with finite resources, leading to unique
characteristics, such as dwarfism or gigantism.
This phenomenon is called ‘island syndrome’.

Nipah monoclonal antibody trials may begin in India in 2025

R. Prasad

If the Indian drug regulator
greenlights it, a human
clinical trial to test the safe-
ty and efficacy of a novel
Nipah monoclonal antibo-
dy MBPIF5, which might
offer immediate protection
to people at risk of infec-
tion against the deadly dis-
ease, might begin next
year. A similar trial will be
carried out in Bangladesh
as well. Though trials on
many vaccines are current-
ly under way, there is no
approved vaccine against
the Nipah virus anywhere
in the world. The Nipah vi-
rus has a 40% to 75% mor-
tality rate in people who
are infected,

India and Bangladesh
have been chosen for the
trial as Nipah virus out-
breaks have been reported
in these two countries in
recent years. Nipah out-
breaks have occurred in
Kerala in 2018, 2019, 2021
and 2023. In the case of
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Bangladesh, Nipah out-
breaks have been occur-
ring since 2001; the virus
has been reported from 34
of 64 districts in Bangla-
desh with 341 cases detect-
ed so far and 242 deaths.

The novel Nipah mono-
clonal antibody is current-
ly undergoing a phase-l
clinical trial in the U.S.,
which is carried out by the
U.S. Department of De-
fence.

A spokesperson of the
Coalition for Epidemic Pre-
paredness Innovations
(CEPD), which is funding
the human trials, told The
Hindu that the trial led by
ServareGMP (a non-profit
biotechnology  organisa-
tion based in California)
and supported by Mapp
Biopharmaceutical, which
is also located in Califor-
nia, will work with local
clinical research networks
to carry out the trial in In-
dia and Bangladesh.

The trial in India and
Bangladesh will begin

Fruit bats are natural reservoirs of Nipah virus. VELANKANNI RAJB

“upon completion of the
U.S. Department of De-
fence Phase-1 trial in the
U.§”. “ServareGMP, Mapp
and CEPI have already in-
itiated discussions with pu-
blic health and regulatory
authorities in India and
Bangladesh about the de-
sire to conduct this trial,”
he says.

According to the CEPI
spokesperson, the trial in
India is planned to begin in
2025, pending regulatory
review. The assessment
made by the Indian drug

regulator will determine
“whether the Phase-1 trial
data carried out by the U.S.
Department of Defence
will be sufficient to conti-
nue onwards with Phase-2
trials in India, or whether
Phase-1 data should also be
collected from the Indian
population”.

The number of partici-
pants who will be recruited
for the clinical trial will de-
pend on whether the clini-
cal trial begins as a phase-1
or phase2 trial in India.
“But the intention is to re-

cruit at least 200 partici-
pants,” says the
spokesperson.

While the trial will be
conducted in multiple sites
in both countries, the deci-
sion on the location and
number of sites appro-
priate to generate data that
demonstrate the safety
and tolerability of the mo-
noclonal antibody will be
taken based upon consul-
tation with public health
and regulatory authorities,
he says.

“Preclinical studies for
pre-exposure prophylaxis
have been completed. In
these studies, conducted
in animal models, the mo-
noclonal antibody has de-
monstrated high potency
against the Nipah virus,
proving it effective at pre-
venting the virus from en-
tering the host cell and
causing Nipah virus dis-
ease. In preclinical studies,
this Nipah monoclonal an-
tibody has been shown to
be safe at all dose levels

tested,” he says.

The monoclonal antibo-
dy is designed to bind to
the Nipah virus F protein,
preventing the virus from
entering a host cell and
causing infection in peo-
ple. “This mechanism will
offer protection against
both known strains of Ni-
pah virus (Bangladesh and
Malaysia) and its closely re-
lated viral cousin, Hendra
virus, for at least six
months — enough time for
vaccine  immunity to
build,” says a CEPI release.

In response to a ques-
tion about equitable access
to monoclonal antibodies,
once the trial results are
positive, he says: “Along-
side ensuring pricing com-
mitments for Global South
countries, a reserve of mo-
noclonal antibody doses
will be stored in a Nipah-af-
fected country, helping to
enable rapid availability in
the event of an outbreak
and accessibility for those
most in need.”

Question Corner

Heart rate

What is the maximum
heart rate of male
noctule bats?

To record the heart rate of
male common noctule bats
during flight, the scientists
attached heart rate
transmitters weighing less
than one gram to the
animals, which they then
accompanied in an
airplane while the bats
flew, sometimes for more
than an hour, in search of
food. The researchers
found that the heart rate of
bats reaches around 900
beats per minute within
only a few minutes during
flight. Using the unique
recordings of heart beats,
the scientists discovered
fascinating strategies that
bats use to budget their

energy consumption in
different seasons. They
found that male common
noctule bats consume up
1o 42% more energy in
summer compared to
spring. This is mainly due
to the fact that the bats in
spring go into a kind of
short daytime hibernation
known as “torpor”—an
energy-saving state in
which heart rate can be
reduced to six beats per
minute. Male bats did not
use torpor in summer at
all. In summer, food is
plentiful and so males stay
awake during the day to
invest energy in sperm
production.

Readers may send their questions /
answers to
questioncomer@thehindu.co.in
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The SC ruling

on portrayal of
disability in films
Are the laws governing rights of

differently abled persons being
implemented properly?

Sreeparna Chakrabarty

The story so far:

n July 8, while hearing a plea to ban the
0 film Aaankh Micholi for derogatory

portrayal of people with disabilities, the
Supreme Court in a landmark ruling laid down
comprehensive guidelines to prevent
stereotyping and discrimination of persons with
disabilities (PwDs) in visual media, including
films and documentaries.

What is the framework?

The Supreme Court’s framework focuses on the
prevention of stigmatisation and discrimination,
recognising their profound impact on the
dignity and identity of persons with disabilities.
Among the guidelines is a call to avoid words
that cultivate institutional discrimination, such
as “cripple” and “spastic,” as they contribute to
negative self-image and perpetuate
discriminatory attitudes. A Bench headed by the
Chief Justice of India D.Y. Chandrachud said
stereotyping differently abled persons in visual
media and films must end, asking creators to
provide an accurate representation of disabilities
rather than mocking them. Language that
individualises the impairment and overlooks
disabling social barriers, for example, words like
“afflicted,” “suffering” and “victim”, should be
avoided, it said. The court also asked creators to
practice the principle of “nothing about us,
without us,” and involve persons with
disabilities in the creation and assessment of
visual media content.

What are laws which grant disability rights?
The law which comprehensively deals with
disability rights is the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (RPwD) Act which came into force
from April 19, 2017. It replaced the Persons with
Disabilities (Equal Opportunities, Protection of
Rights and Full Participation) Act, 1995. The
National Trust Act (1999), Rehabilitation Council
of India Act (1992), Mental Health Care Act (2017)
are the other laws that govern disability rights.
According to Shashank Pandey, a lawyer

based out of Delhi
The Supreme Court's and a founder of
framework focuses on  the Politics and

Disability Forum,
there are broadly
two models under
which disability
rights are looked
at, namely medical
and social models.
The human rights
model, which is a
recent one, is an evolution of the social model
which says that people with disability are a part
of society and have the same rights as everyone
else. The Supreme Court’s emphasis on the
human rights model is significant as it makes the
government and private parties obliged to
facilitate full and effective participation of
persons with disabilities in society. The
advantage is that it places individuals in a sphere
where all human rights principles which are
applicable to anyone can be claimed by the
disabled populace. The disadvantage is that it is
an abstract idea and difficult to implement, says
Mr. Pandey. The framework is also limited, as it
is only for visual media, he adds, pointing out
that the guidelines could have been sent by the
SC to all departments for sensitisation.

V. Muralidharan of the National Platform for
the Rights of the Disabled welcomed the ruling,
adding that the framework has stressed on the
guidelines which were in place in the 2016
legislation. He rues the fact that the law is not
being implemented properly. “However, we
cannot lose sight of the conditions prevailing in
the country. Disabled people are still considered
objects of charity. Even the government’s
coinage of ‘Divyang’ looks at disability through
the lens of charity. It is regressive and reinforces
a patronising mindset. Also, the usage of words
like ‘pappu’ and ‘balak budhi’ by the ruling
party to paint its opponents in a poor light only
shows how big the battle is,” he points out.

the prevention of
stigmatisation and
discrimination,
recognising their
profound impact on
the dignity of persons
with disabilities

What about creative freedom?

Cinematic expression doesn’t have absolute
power when it operates in the context of
marginalised communities. It has to be looked at
from the overall context of the expression and
intent behind the expression. The Supreme
Court said “the creative freedom of the
filmmaker cannot include the freedom to
lampoon, stereotype, misrepresent or disparage
those already marginalised”. In determining
these aspects, the “intention” and “overall
message” of the film have to be considered.

What is the way forward?

The court emphasised on collaboration with
disability advocacy groups to gain invaluable
insights and guidance on respectful and
accurate portrayals, ensuring the content aligns
with the lived experiences of persons with
disabilities. It has also said that implementing
training programmes for writers, directors,
producers, and actors to emphasise the impact
of portrayals on public perceptions and the lived
experiences of persons with disabilities is a
necessity.
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Why is militancy on the rise in Jammu?

Are acts of terrorism in Jammu & Kashmir shifting to the Rajouri-Poonch-Kathua sector after
being quiet for two decades? What are the reasons for the new trend? What are the challenges of
monitoring this sector? Are more troops needed? What is the situation on the ground?

Vijaita Singh

The story so far:
nJuly 8, five Army soldiers were
killed and five injured as two Army
vehicles were ambushed by militants
on a hilly tract in the Kathua district
of Jammu and Kashmir. This was not an isolated
incident. From June 9, five terror strikes have
occurred in the Jammu division of the Union
Territory, in which eight security personnel and
10 civilians have been killed.

Is a new pattern emerging?

The attacks follow a pattern which suggest
concerted attempts to revive militancy in the
Jammu region since the past three years — in the
Chenab Valley comprising Doda, Kishtwar,
Ramban, Kathua, Udhampur and Reasi districts
and south of the Pir Panjal comprising Rajouri
and Poonch districts. While terror incidents
have been common in the Kashmir Valley, the
resurgence of militant activity in the jammu
belt, that has remained free of such incidents in
the past two decades, has sent alarm bells
ringing among the security establishment. This
region was a hotbed of militancy in the late
1990s and the early 2000s.

‘What does the data show?

Since 2021, the Jammu region has witnessed 31
terror incidents in which 47 security forces and
19 civilians have been killed other than 48
terrorists who were killed in various encounters.
The Kashmir Valley, meanwhile, reported 263
terror incidents in which 68 security forces and
75 civilians were killed. As many as 417 alleged
terrorists have also been killed in the Valley
since 2021. A plain reading of numbers shows

After the
Galwan
clash, a
large
contingent
of the
Army was
pulled out
of Jammu
and
deployed
along the
China
border

High alert: Security personnel conduct a search operation after three
suspects were seen by locals in the Akhnoor area in Jammu on July 12. AN

that incidents in Jammu remain far fewer than
the Valley, yet it is the frequency and the nature
of attacks, targeting pilgrims and security forces
that is worrying.

What could be the possible reasons?
The Hindu spoke with multiple officials who
offered various reasons for the recurring
ambush of security forces and other incidents of
violence. After the 2020 Galwan clashes in
eastern Ladakh, in which 20 soldiers were
killed, a large contingent of the Army was pulled
out of Jammu and deployed along the China
border. This led to the thinning of the security
grid, making the area vulnerable, pointed out
security experts. “Inimical elements in the
neighbourhood want to engage and exhaust us
at both the fronts — the western (Pakistan) and
northern (China) borders as part of a design,” a
top security official said. As there is a
heightened state of alert in the Kashmir Valley
and little leg room for state-sponsored terrorists,
it is convenient to launch terror attacks in
Jammu where the guard is relatively down.
Post-reading down of Article 370 in J&K in
August 2019, and based on indicators such as
zero stone-throwing events, no strikes, and a
boom in tourism, the government has claimed
huge success in the Kashmir Valley in terms of
the overall security scenario. “Reviving
terrorism in Jammu upsets this narrative.,
Another possibility is that [militants are trying]
to stabilise cadres in the Kashmir Valley while
they rake up insecurities in Jammu,” said
another official. The demography of the area is
such that the attacks could flare up communal
tensions too, leading to social unrest.

Is there an estimate of the number of
terrorists active in the region?

According to various estimates, there are around
20-25 hardened militants who are likely to have
infiltrated from Pakistan. Their activity has been
noticed around 40-50 km from the border.
There are likely two groups, one of them is
active in the Poonch-Rajouri axis in the west,
and the other in the Kathua-Doda-Basantgarh
belt in the east. In the Kathua belt, they are
operating in a grid of 30-40 sq km, the
investigation suggests. Difficult terrain, forested
tracts, poor quality of roads and patchy mobile
connectivity are some of the challenges.

How is the infiltration happening?

The 192-km international border (IB) along
Jammu is secured by the Border Security Force
(BSF) while the 740-km Line of Control (LoC),
the effective border in the Kashmir Valley and
parts of Jammu, is under the operational control

of the Army. Officials said though measures are
in place, tough terrain and forested areas along
the LoC and vulnerable patches along the 1B
may have been used for fresh infiltration. An
official pointed out that the attacks in the Kathua
belt including the July 8 ambush falls on an old
infiltration route used by militants two decades
ago. “As terrorism ebbed, this route became
defunct, it appears to have been revived,” said
the official.

What about local support to terrorists?

On June 19, the J&K Police arrested a local,
Hakam Din (45), for allegedly harbouring the
terrorists who attacked the bus carrying pilgrims
in Reasi on June 9. Ten pilgrims lost their lives in
the attack. However, the evidence of a larger
support is not conclusive. “Earlier, the security
forces deployed here had direct communication
with the locals which led to quick flow of
information regarding any suspicious
movement. A whole generation that fought the
terrorists are in their 60s and 70s now. There is
no such connect with the younger generation, it
will take time to build that trust with the
civilians,” the official said. The Village Defence
Guards/Committees (VDGs) are also being
revived since December 2022. The training has
gathered pace after seven Hindus, including two
children, were killed on January 1-2, 2023 in
Dangri in a targeted attack at their homes by
unidentified terrorists. Around 30,000 weapons
are estimated to be with civilians in Poonch,
Rajouri, Samba, Doda and Kishtwar districts.
They were distributed to civilians by the local
administrations in various phases since 1995
when militancy was at its peak in J&K. The VDGs
had to be discontinued amid allegations of
crimes such as abduction and rape committed
by the members. In 2003, the Army had
launched Operation Sarp Vinaash near Hilkaka
in the Poonch sector. In the aerial attacks, more
than 60 terrorists, who had entrenched
themselves in bunkers and trenches in the
forest, were killed.

‘What is the status of the investigation?

Not much headway seems to have been made in
apprehending the terrorists involved in the
recent attacks. The terrorists who ambushed
Army vehicles and killed four soldiers on
December 21, 2023 at Bafliaz in Poonch-Rajouri
are yet to be identified or caught. The attack was
claimed by the People’s Anti-Fascist Front
(PAFF), a proxy outfit of the Jaish-e-Mohammed
that was banned by the Centre in 2023. The
terrorist group posted photos of the ambush on
social media. After the incident, the Army was
accused of custodial torture and death of three
locals, which led to a huge outcry. The PAFF also
claimed the October 2021 attack after nine
soldiers were killed in an ambush in the forested
areas of Poonch. Officials said additional
security forces were being deployed in the
region and loopholes were being plugged.

How is India’s hunt for critical minerals going?

Why are lithium, copper, cobalt, graphite and others essential for the economy’s green transition?
In which States have reserves been found? Why have there been hiccups in the auction process?

What lies ahead? Which country dominates global supplies?

Vikas Dhoot

The story so far:
n late June, the Centre declared the
winning bidders for mining rights in six
blocks of critical minerals, including
graphite, phosphorite and lithium, for
which India largely relies on imports. These are
the first private players awarded such rights
under the revamped Mines and Minerals law.

‘Why are critical minerals important?
Minerals such as copper, lithium, nickel, cobalt
are known as critical minerals, as they along
with some rare earth elements, are essential for
the world’s ongoing efforts to switch to greener
and cleaner energy. As per the International
Energy Agency (IEA), lithium demand rose by
30% in 2023, followed by nickel, cobalt, graphite
and rare earth elements which saw an 8% to 15%
growth, with the aggregate value of such
minerals pegged at $325 billion. In its Global
Critical Minerals Outlook 2024 report, the
agency has flagged that the world’s goal to limit
global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius in the net
zero emissions scenario, would translate into
very rapid growth in demand for these minerals.
By 2040, the demand for copper is expected to
rise 50%, double for nickel, cobalt and rare
earth elements, quadruple for graphite and
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some of
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but they
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Big discovery: The lithium stones found in Reasi, Jammu in 2023. pTI

eightfold for lithium, which is crucial for
batteries. The development of sustainable
supply chains for such minerals is, therefore, an
unavoidable task. In India, the lack of ready
reserves of critical minerals has resulted in 100%
import dependence for minerals like lithium,
cobalt, and nickel. Late last month, Union Mines
Minister G. Kishan Reddy highlighted that 95%
of India’s copper requirements are met through
imports. China is a key supplier or processor of
many of these items.

What is being done to spur production?
While India has natural reserves of some of
these minerals, they haven’t been explored or
tapped fully. For instance, India holds 11% of the
world’s deposits of ilmenite, the main source of
titanium dioxide used in many applications, but
still imports a billion dollars of titanium dioxide
ayear, former Mines Secretary Vivek Bharadwaj
once pointed out. Then there is the “lucky”
discovery of lithium reserves in the Union
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) while the
Geological Survey of India (GSI) was exploring
the State’s terrain for limestone, which triggered
hope of some self-sufficiency in the mineral.
Announced as the first discovery of lithium in
the country last February, these reserves were
pegged at 5.9 million tonnes, enthusing the
government to expedite its tapping.
Acknowledging that reliance on a few nations
for the ores and processing of these minerals
could pose significant vulnerabilities for Indian
supply chains, the central government amended
the Mines and Minerals (Development and
Regulation) Act, 1957 in August 2023 to enable it
to grant mining concessions for 24 critical and
strategic minerals. By November, the first
auctions of 20 critical mineral blocks, with the
lithium block identified in J&K’s Reasi district on
the list, were launched, followed by two more
tranches with 18 more blocks offered this
February and March. However, investor interest
has been tepid — the auction of most of the first
20 blocks was scrapped for lack of adequate
bidders. After a delayed process, the Mines
Ministry on June 24, announced six winners
from the maiden auction tranche for three
blocks in Odisha, and one each in Tamil Nadu,

U.P. and Chhattisgarh. The outcomes of the
second and third round of auctions are still
awaited, while the Ministry has initiated a fourth
tranche, which includes 10 blocks that are being
offered for the second time.

‘Why are some blocks not finding takers?
Among the first attempt blocks offered in the
latest auction, two phosphorite blocks along
with a glauconite block are in Chhattisgarh,
while two blocks each are up for grabs in U.P.
(phosphorite and rare earth elements),
Karnataka (phosphate and nickel), and
Rajasthan (potash and halite). A graphite block is
being auctioned in Jharkhand and Arunachal
Pradesh, with five additional blocks of graphite,
tungsten and vanadium offered in the
northeastern State for the second time. The
‘second attempt’ blocks also include a tungsten
reserve in Tamil Nadu’s Madurai district, a
cobalt and manganese block in Karnataka’s
Shimoga, and a chromium and nickel block in
Sindhudurg, Maharashtra.

As per industry experts, the reasons for low
interest among miners for some of these blocks
include the lack of adequate data on the
potential reserves buried within them.
Technology challenges also affect outcomes. For
instance, the lithium block in J&K has clay
deposits, and the technology for the mineral’s
extraction from clay remains untested globally,
pointed out Girishkumar Kadam, senior
vice-president and group head for corporate
sector ratings at ICRA.

When is domestic production likely to begin?
Given the preliminary stage of exploration for
most of the domestic blocks being auctioned,
their commercialisation and associated benefits
are unlikely to fully accrue in the current decade
ending 2030, ICRA said. “India’s manufacturing
is thus likely to remain exposed to potential
future supply shocks of these minerals till then,”
it concluded. Apart from spurring exploration
and attracting more miners, the Centre is
looking to acquire overseas assets from key
resource-rich regions as a parallel measure to
bolster mineral security. The first such mine, for
lithium brine, was acquired in Argentina this
year by Khanij Bidesh India Limited, a joint
venture of NALCO, Hindustan Copper, and
Mineral Exploration Company. While it scouts
for more assets, India has also joined the U.S.-led
Mineral Security Partnership, a block consisting
of large buyers and sellers of critical minerals.
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n a development that has

stunned most political

observers, the New Popular

Front (Nouveau Front Populaire,
or NFP), a leftwing coalition, has won
the most number of seats in France’s
legislative elections that concluded on
July 7. It secured 182 seats, defeating
both President Emmanuel Macron’s
centrist alliance Ensemble (168), and
the far-right National Rally (RN), which
performed way below poll predictions,
mustering only 143. With 289 needed
for absolute majority in the
577-member National Assembly, and
none of the three major political blocs
close to this figure, France has been
plunged into political uncertainty. But
the country wasn’t even due for
elections this year.

The whole chain of events began
with the Eurepean Parliament
elections in June. Marine Le Pen’s RN
finished at the top with 31.37% of the
votes, handing a crushing defeat to Mr.
Macron’s Ensemble, which came a
distant second with 14.60% votes. Mr.
Macron responded to this setback by
dissolving the National Assembly and
calling snap polls. He justified his
decision as intended to save France
from being taken over by a resurgent
far-right, ostensibly by forcing the
French to choose between the
moderates and those on the political
extremes.

Many analysts, however, criticised
his move as an impetuous gamble. The
first round of the elections on June 30
seemed to vindicate the criticism. The
RN won 33% of the votes, while the
Macronists got just 21% — even less
than what they secured in the first
round in 2022. The NFP came second
with 28%. Ahead of the run-off on July
7, exit polls predicted a comfortable
win for the RN, But to everyone’s
surprise, the leftwing bloc came first.

The NFP is a last-minute, hastily
cobbled together coalition of four
left-of-centre elements — the Socialists,
the Greens, the Communists, and the
hard-left France Unbowed of Jean-Luc
Melenchon. The same four had come
together to form the New Ecological
and Social Popular Union (NUPES)
ahead of the 2022 legislative elections,
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France’s republican dam’

New Popular Front
The leftwing alliance, cobbled together just weeks before Frances legislative elections, stopped the far-right juggernaut of Marine Le Pen in its tracks and emerged as the
largest bloc in parliament, but political uncertainty prevails as no group has a majority
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Raphael Glucksmann (Place Publique), Laurent Berger (trade unionist), Jean-Luc Melenchon (France Unbowed) and Marine Tondelier (Green).

where they won 142 seats and denied
Mr. Macron a majority. But NUPES
broke up last October following
Hamas's surprise attack and Israel’s
retaliatory invasion of Gaza. The
fragmentation was triggered by Mr.
Melenchon’s stand against describing
the Hamas attack as “terrorist”,
prompting the Socialists to quit the
alliance.

Pressure from the ground

No one expected the perennially
squabbling left parties to reunite so
swiftly. But this time, the pressure for
left unity was immense, and came
from the ground up — from trade
unions, citizens’ collectives, and civil
society organisations. In the aftermath
of the RN’s dominant performance in
the European elections, and pollsters
predicting a far-right victory in the
election to come, thousands took to
the streets, pressuring different
sections of the French left to, in the
words of Mr. Melenchon, “throw their
resentments in the river” and stand
together as a ‘republican dam’ against
the destructive flood of fascism.

The very name ‘New Popular Front’
is a throwback to the Popular Front of
1936, the historic leftwing alliance led
by socialist Prime Minister Leon Blum,
which pushed back against fascism
even as the rest of Europe crumbled
before it. It is considered customary
for the French Left to unite whenever
the Republic is threatened by fascist
forces. With victory for the RN a near
certainty, the ex-NUPES parties
worked overtime to negotiate a
common platform, which became the
NFP.

The results of the first round were
encouraging for the alliance, as they
finished second. But it wasn’t going to
be enough to stop the RN from
forming the government. Had it done
50, it would have been the first time a
far-right party came to power in
France since the Vichy regime of the
Second World War. But the NFP
managed to avert this eventuality,
thanks in large measure to the tactical
understanding it reached with
Macronists for the second round.

Invoking the notion of the
‘Republican dam’, both the NFP and

Mr. Macron’s party withdrew more
than 200 candidates from three-way
contests to avoid splitting the anti-RN
vote. While the NFP withdrew more
than 130 candidates, about 80
Macronists stepped back, so that the
run-offs became a two-way contest
between the far-right and the rest. The
strategy worked. Both Ensemble and
the NFP did well while the RN’s
performance slumped. The RN’s
president, Jordan Bardella,
complained bitterly about this tactic,
calling it a “dishonourable alliance”
that has “deprived the French people”
of an RN victory.

When the results came out, Mr.
Melenchon described them as a
victory for the NFP and proclaimed
that Mr. Macron should invite his
alliance to form the new government.
A minority government that forms
issue-based coalitions is not
unthinkable in France. There are
constitutional provisions under which
laws can be passed by decree. But Mr.
Macron seems reluctant to work with a
Prime Minister from the NFP, whose
political programme is directly at odds

with his own. Despite the sharp
erosion in his party’s numbers, he has
refused to accept Prime Minister
Gabriel Attal’s resignation, asking him
to temporarily continue in office.
According to the Constitution, Mr.
Macron, whose own term extends till
2027, cannot dissolve the Assembly
and call for fresh elections at least for
one year, or until June 2025.

‘Acts of rupture”

But the French Left are projecting the
election results as both a defeat of the
far-right and a mandate for an NFP
government. The core of the NFP’s
policy agenda is what they call “acts of
rupture”, or a break from the status
quo of Mr. Macron’s neoliberal
economics. Weighted heavily by the
priorities of its largest constituent,
France Unbowed, the NFP’s ‘rupture’
programme tries to capture the spirit
of the original Popular Front, which
pioneered landmark pro-labour
legislation such as paid vacations and
40-hour work weeks.

As per its policy programme, the
NFP, if it comes to power, would
immediately freeze the prices of
essentials like food and gas, hike the
minimum wage, and reverse Mr.
Macron'’s pension reform that
increased the retirement age to 64.
Subsequently, they would repeal Mr.
Macron’s immigration law and
reintroduce the wealth tax. On the
foreign policy front, they will
recognise Palestinian statehood and
replace the idea of “unconditional
support” for any nation with support
for international rule of law.

As things stand, however, in order
to form the government, the NFP may
have to make several compromises,
including junking the idea of Mr.
Melenchon as Prime Minister.

‘With Mr. Macron under no deadline
to name a new Prime Minister, the
messy political scenario may not
resolve itself before the Olympics, the
nation’s top priority at the moment,
are over. For now, the French Left are
basking in their unforeseen success in
halting the far-right juggernaut in its
tracks — an achievement that
continues to elude mainstream
political parties across much of
Europe.
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The very name ‘New Popular
Front'is a throwback to the
Popular Front of 1936, the
leftwing alliance led by
socialist Prime Minister Leon
Blum, which pushed back
against fascism

v
The NFP secured 182 seats in
the June-July elections,
defeating both President
Emmanuel Macron’s centrist
alliance Ensemble (168), and
the far-right National Rally
(RN), which mustered 143

v
As per NFP's policy
programme, it would freeze the
prices of essentials like food
and gas, hike the minimum
wage, and reverse Macron’s
pension reform

Engineer of victory

Sheikh Abdul Rashid

The founder of the Awami Ittehad Party, in jail from 2019, took a resounding victory from
Baramulla beating bigwigs such as Omar Abdullah and Sajjad Lone

Peerzada Ashiq

heikh Abdul Rashid,
s widely known as En-
gineer Rashid, on Ju-

flected in his election bat-
tles. Though he lost the
2019 Parliament elections,
he got 1.2lakh votes against
the J&K National Confe-

Priyali Prakash

eftwing leader Jere-
Lmy Corbyn, who

Rebel with a cause

Jeremy Corbyn

The former Labour leader, known for his left-wing activism and strong support for the Palestine

cause, has won his Islington North constituency as an independent

has represented Is-
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ly 5, took oath as the Mem-
ber of Parliament of the
Baramulla constituency, in
a closed chamber in New
Delhi, away from the me-
dia gaze. Hailing from a
small town of Langate,
close to the Line of Control
(LoC), in north Kashmir's
Kupwara district, the 56-
year-old founder of the
Awami Ittehad Party be-
came the first jailed Kash-
miri leader to have elected
to Parliament.

The story of Mr. Rashid’s
rise as a politician is like a
script lifted straight out of
Bollywood.

Long before he complet-
ed his diploma in civil engi-
neering, Mr. Rashid, in his
early 20s, was forced to
work as a porter for the Ar-
my. He cleared live mines
to ensure the Army had a
safe passage in the volatile
and militancy-dominated
Kupwara district,

Cut to 2005: Mr. Rashid,
then a junior engineer in
the Roads and Buildings
Department, was kid-
napped by militants in So-
pore for refusing to hand
over construction material
to them. The militants
would accuse him of “in-
dulging in anti-militancy
activities”. A year later, se-
curity forces detained him
on the charges of support-
ing militancy. He paid
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¥35,000 and three mobile
phones as bribe to avoid
Public Safety Act (PSA), a
law pertaining to preven-
tive detention up to two
years without a trial, he la-
ter said. “My father sold
land to pay the bribe,” Mr.
Rashid told this reporter
after his release, five
months after he was jailed.
But he lost the government
job in the course.

Political entry
Mr. Rashid plunged into
politics in 2008 with the
sole aim of “getting a secur-
ity cover and a vehicle”.
However, destiny had oth-
er plans. He won the 2008
Assembly elections from
Langate and as an MLA, he
addressed the public is-
sues that other leaders
hardly touched. He got
areas of Langate free from
Army camps and check-
points for easy movement
of locals. He would hit
streets against alleged hu-
man rights abuses.
‘Wearing nylon slippers
or plastic shoes and don-
ning a Khan suit or a phe-

ran, a long woollen robe
for winters, Mr. Rashid
stood out for his rustic look
in the Assembly with most
MLAs neatly dressed. He
brought in resolutions on
including the United Jihad
Council, an amalgam of
militant outfits, into talks
over Kashmir, and sought
clemency for Parliament
attack convict Afzal Guru.
He also made 3,000 youth
to take pledge against
stone pelting in 2010.

There was an incident
which his followers cite to
explain how he managed
to establish a strong con-
nect with the locals. In
2011, Mr. Rashid heard a
knock on the door at
around 1 O'clock. It was a
man who left home to
commit suicide but decid-
ed to share his problem
with the MLA. The man
wanted to marry a girl
from a different caste but
faced opposition. Mr. Rash-
id drove in the night to the
girl's home and managed
to fix the date of marriage
with the family.

It's this goodwill that re-

rence's (JKNC) 1.33 lakh
votes. A few months later,
he was arrested under the
Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act, just as the
Centre revoked J&K's spe-
cial status on August 5,
2019. The NIA, in its char-
gesheet, said, “The role of
Engineer Rashid, in the
conspiracy to destabilise
Kashmir and cause unrest,
has been revealed”.

Imprisonment did not
weaken Mr. Rashid’s fight-
ing spirit. In the 2024 elec-
tion, he defeated former
Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah, and J&K Peoples
Conference’s Sajjad Lone
in Baramulla. Rashid won
4.72 lakh votes against Ab-
dullah's 2.68 lakh.

“The argument that
Rashid won because sepa-
ratists voted for him is a fal-
lacy. Data suggests he took
alead in areas where Paha-
riand Gujjars communities
live and won maximum
Shia votes in several
areas,” Mr. Rashid's cam-
paigner and son Abrar
Rashid told The Hindu.

The electoral “victory is
for the voiceless”, his son
said. “People of Kashmir
deserve an honourable re-
solution of all issues and if
they have chosen Rashid to
speak for them in Parlia-
ment, he should be al-
lowed,” Mr. Abrar added.

lington North in the UK.
Parliament since 1983, won
the constituency for a his-
toric 11th time in the July 4
election. Mr. Corbyn, who
led the Labour Party from
2015 to 2020, is one of the
six Independent MPs cur-
rently sitting in the UK.
Parliament, out of a total of
650 members.

Over the years, Mr. Cor-
byn has emerged as a tall fi-
gure of the British Left.
Even though he was unce-
remoniously  suspended
from Labour in 2020, Mr.
Corbyn has spent most of
his life as a Labour leader,
as a socialist on the politi-
cal left. His tenure as the
party leader was marred
by complaints of antisemi-
tism from within the ranks.

In July 2018, three Jew-
ish newspapers in the UK.
printed the same headline
— “United We Stand” — to
draw attention to alleged
antisemitism under Mr.
Corbyn’s leadership. The
Labour Party responded
by saying there was no
threat to the Jewish peo-
ple, after concerns were
raised regarding the par-
ty’s “failure” to completely
adopt the definition of ‘an-
tisemitism’ as given by the
International ~ Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance.

A 2013 video of Mr. Cor-
byn speaking at a meeting

convened by the Palesti-
nian Return Centre also la-
ter became a focal point of
criticism from Zionists. In
his speech, he called Zion-
ists out for two problems:
“One is that they don’t
want to study history and,
secondly, having lived in
this country for a very long
time, probably all their
lives, they don’t under-
stand English irony either.”
Mr. Corbyn had dismissed
allegations of antisemitism
as “political”. He said he
supported “a zero-tole-
rance policy towards all
forms of racism".

Mr. Corbyn has never
shied away from support-
ing the Palestinian cause,
which forms a cornerstone
of his politics even today.
He has showed up at multi-
ple protests demanding a
ceasefire in Gaza following
Israel’s invasion of the strip
after Hamas's attacks on
October 7, 2023. Mr. Cor-
byn also questioned form-
er Prime Minister Rishi Su-
nak’s refusal to support
calls for a ceasefire in Gaza.

M. Corbyn’s position as

a backbench MP over the
years has also allowed him
to freely express his views,
even if those are against
the party’s official policies.
He has often been called
the “most rebellious La-
bour MP of recent times”.
By 2015, he had voted
against the party leader-
ship over 500 times since
when former Labour
Prime Minister Tony Blair
came to power in 1997. He
voted against the Blair go-
vernment’s decision to join
the US.led invasion of
Iraq in 2003. As the La-
bour leader in 2016, he
called the war a “catas-
trophe” after the Chilcot
Report found that Mr. Blair
knowingly exaggerated the
threat posed by Iraq’s Sad-
dam Hussein.

LGBTQ rights

The Independent MP has
also been a long-time ally
of LGBTQ rights in the U.K.
He famously spoke in fa-
vour of the community in
1983, although a statement
in 2017 where he said peo-
ple should not be persecut-

ed if they “chose” to be gay
or lesbian drew criticism
from some sections of so-
ciety. The UK. allowed
same-sex marriage in 2013,
Mr. Corbyn’s connect
with the voters of his Isling-
ton North constituency is
no surprise — he has been
their candidate of choice to
Parliament for over 40
years now. Islington is a di-
verse area in North Lon-
don. According to the 2021
Census, 7.1% of Islington
residents identified their
ethnic group within the
"other" category ("Arab" or
"any other ethnic group").
“Corbyn always showed
up to the protests and gath-
erings [in Islington North]
which the local communi-
ty appreciated immense-
ly,” Annapurna Menon, a
Sheffield University teach-
ing associate who lived in
Islington North while pur-
suing her PhD, told The
Hindu. Ms. Menon remi-
nisced about talking to Mr.
Corbyn during a Black
Lives Matter protest in the
constituency, and how he
stood as “a symbol against
oppression and for resis-
tance” for the local Isling-
ton community. In his last
monthly update before the
elections, Mr. Corbyn said
the issues related to hous-
ing, refugees, and environ-
ment will continue to be of
prime importance to him.
He also added that he was
“determined to ensure Ga-
za stays at the forefront of
our politicians’ minds”.
ANDNDE
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Argentina President declares
Hamas a ‘terrorist organisation’

[N

Argentina has declared the Palestinian Islamist group Hamas an
“international terrorist organization” over its October 7 assault on
Israel and an “extensive history” of attacks, the presidency
announced. President Javier Milei had visited Israel in February,
where he likened Hamas's attack to the Holocaust. AsP

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan says its $7 billion relief
package will be last deal from IMF

The International Monetary Fund agreed to loan Pakistan $7 billion
to bolster its economy, with Islamabad pledging it would be the last
time it relied on relief from the lender. Pakistan agreed to the deal -
its 24th IMF payout since 1958 - in exchange for unpopular reforms,
including widening ts chronically low tax base. Arp

KYIV

Five civilians, two officials killed
by Russian attacks in Ukraine

REUTERS

Five civilians were killed by Russian fire on Saturday in Ukraine,
with one missile attack carried out after emergency services had
arrived at the scene of an earlier attack. A police officer and an
emergency rescue official were killed by that second strike in the
village of Budy in Ukraine’s northeastern Kharkiv region. AFp

SEOUL

N. Korea threatens to boost nuclear

arsenal after US-South Korea deal

[N

AFP

North Korea threatened to boost its nuclear fighting capability and
makethe U.S. and South Korea pay “an unimaginably harsh price”
as it slammed its rivals’ new defence guidelines. North Korea said
the U.S.-South Korea guidelines betrayed “their sinister intention to
step up preparations for a nuclear war against” North Karea. AP

Massive Israeli strike in Gaza
leaves 90 dead, 300 injured

Israel claims to have targeted Mohammed Deif, the shadowy chief of Hamas's military wing and

an architect of the Oct. 7 attack; the strike lands inside the Israeli-designated safe zone of Muwasi

Associated Press
JERUSALEM

srael said it targeted
l Hamas’s shadowy mil-
itary commander in a
massive strike in the south-
ern Gaza Strip that killed at
least 90 people, half of
them women and children.
It was not immediately
known  whether Mo-
hammed Deif was among
the dead. But Israeli offi-
cials confirmed that he and
a second Hamas comman-
der, Rafa Salama, were the
targets.

Talks may derail

Deif is believed by many to
be the chief architect of the
October 7 attack that killed
some 1,200 people in

Tall cost: The debris following an Israeli military strike on the
al-Mawasi camp near the city of Khan Younis on Saturday. AFp

southern Israel and trig-
gered the Israel-Hamas
war. He has topped Israel’s
most-wanted list for years
and is believed to have es-
caped multiple Israeli as-
sassination attempts in the

past. His potential killing
threatens to derail cease-
fire talks and would be
seen as a major Israeli vic-
tory in the nine-month
campaign.

Hamas rejected the

claim. “This is not the first
time that the occupation
has claimed to target Pales-
tinian leaders, and their
lies were later proven to be
false," the group said in a
post on X.

The Gaza Health Minis-
try said at least 300 others
were injured in the attack
and that many of the in-
jured and dead were taken
to nearby Nasser Hospital.

Witnesses said the strike
landed inside Muwasi, the
Israeli designated safe
zone that stretches from
northern Rafah to Khan
Younis. The coastal strip is
where hundreds of thou-
sands of displaced Palesti-
nians have fled to in search
of safety, sheltering mostly
in makeshift tents.

Iran President-elect Pezeshkian ready
for ‘constructive dialogue’ with Europe

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

Iran’s president-elect Ma-
soud Pezeshkian said he
looks forward to improved
relations with European
nations, even though he
accused them of reneging
on commitments to miti-
gate the impact of U.S.
sanctions.

Mr. Pezeshkian won a
run-off election against ul-
traconservative former nu-
clear negotiator Saeed Jalili
last week.

The 69-year-old has
called for “constructive re-
lations”  with ~ Western
countries to “get Iran out
of its isolation”, and fa-
vours reviving the 2015 nu-
clear deal between Iran
and global powers.

The U.S. withdrew from
the accord in 2018, reim-
posing sanctions, which
led Iran to gradually re-

First move: Reformist Masoud Pezeshkian favours reviving the
2015 nuclear deal between Iran and global powers. A»

duce its commitment to
the terms of the deal. The
agreement aimed to curb
nuclear activity, which
Tehran maintains is for
peaceful purposes.

In an article published
late on Friday in the En-
glish-language Tehran
Times newspaper, Mr. Pe-
zeshkian said that after the
U.S. pullout from the 2015

deal, European nations
committed to trying to sal-
vage it and mitigate the im-
pact of U.S. sanctions.

Reneging on promises

“European countries have
reneged on all these com-
mitments,” Mr. Pezeshkian
wrote. “Despite these mis-
steps, 11ook forward to en-
gaging in constructive dia-

logue with  European
countries to set our rela-
tions on the right path,
based on principles of mu-
tual respect and equal foot-
ing.” He said the two sides
could explore “numerous
areas of cooperation” if the
Europeans “set aside self-
arrogated moral suprema-
cy coupled with manufac-
tured crises that have
plagued our relations for
solong”

European Union spo-
keswoman Nabila Massrali
had earlier congratulated
Mr. Pezeshkian on his elec-
tion, saying the 27-member
bloc was “ready to engage
with the new government
in line with EU policy of
critical engagement”.

The death of ultracon-
servative president Ebra-
him Raisi in a helicopter
crash necessitated the July
6 election, which was not
due until 2025.

Imran, wife acquitted
in marriage case; jail
release more likely

Associated Press
ISLAMABAD

A Pakistani court on July 13
overturned the conviction
and seven-year prison sen-
tence of former Prime Mi-
nister Imran Khan and his
wife in the case of the cou-
ple’s alleged 2018 unlawful
marriage case, removing
the last known hurdle in
the way of his release near-
ly a year after he was jailed.

The acquittal comes two
weeks after another ap-
peals court upheld the Fe-
bruary 5 conviction and
sentence of Mr. Khan and

his wife, Bushra Bibi. The
court said if the couple is
not wanted in any other
case, they should be
released.

Ms. Bibi was previously
married to a man who
claimed that they divorced
in November 2017, less
than three months before
she married Mr. Khan. Is-
lamic law requires a three-
month waiting period be-
fore a new marriage.

Ms. Bibi has said they di-
vorced in August 2017 and
the couple insisted during
the trial that they did not
violate the waiting period.

Exiled Tibetan leadership welcomes
Biden’s assent to the Resolve Tibet Act

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

The leadership of the Cen-
tral Tibetan Administra-
tion in exile has welcomed
Presidential assent to the
Resolve Tibet Act in the
U.S. Welcoming President
Joe Biden’s signature on
the Act, Sikyong Penpa
Tsering has vowed to cam-
paign for the Tibetan issue
through “non-violent
means”. The approval of
the Resolve Tibet Act by
the U.S. President drew a
strong response from Beij-
ing, which argued that the
law “grossly interfered in
China’s domestic affairs”.
“Please accept heartfelt

i
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The Act enhances U.S. support for Tibet and promotes dialogue

between China and the Dalai Lama for a peaceful solution. REUTERS

prayers of gratitude from
the Tibetan people, espe-
cially those inside occu-
pied Tibet, who will rejoice
in the renewed hope and

inspiration that today’s vic-
tory brings to their hearts.
May the just cause of Tibet
prevail. May non-violence
and truth prevail,” said Si-

Sport

kyong Tsering, after Presi-
dent Biden signed the text
of the Resolve Tibet Act on
July 12,

The Act, which was
passed by the House in Fe-
bruary and the Senate in
May, enhances U.S. sup-
port for Tibet and pro-
motes dialogue between
China and the Dalai Lama
for a peaceful solution.

Commenting on the de-
velopment, the CTA ob-
served that the U.S. law de-
clares the officials of the
Chinese government as
well as the Communist Par-
ty of China are often “his-
torically inaccurate” while
arguing about China’s
claims over Tibet.

Russian warships
arrive in China for
joint naval exercises

Agence France-Presse
Moscow

Two Russian warships
have arrived in the south-
ern Chinese port city of
Zhanjiang to take part in
joint naval exercises, the
Russian Defence Ministry
said on Saturday.

China and Russia have
greatly reinforced ties
since the start of the Rus-
sian offensive in Ukraine
that began in 2022,

Their common goalisal-
so to reduce the role of the
U.S. and the West on the in-
ternational stage.

“A detachment of ves-
sels from the Pacific fleet
will take part in the joint
naval exercise — Interac-
tion Maritime 2024,” the
Ministry announced on
Telegram.

First phase
The first phase will take
place from Monday-Wed-
nesday and involve anti-air
and anti-submarine attacks
along with Chinese planes
specialised in anti-subma-
rine manoeuvres, it said.
Last year, a similar naval
exercise took place off
Alaska.

Argentina seeks ‘triple crown’ but Colombia will aim for an upset

COPA AMERICA

Agence France-Presse
MIAMI

Argentina can become the
first South American team
to win the ‘triple crown’ of
three straight major tour-
nament titles if it can over-
come a formidable Colom-
bia in Sunday’s Copa
America final.

Inspired by Lionel Mes-
si, Argentina followed up
its 2021 Copa America title
with the World Cup tri-
umph a year later and has
advanced with little drama
to this weekend’s show-
piece with the Colombians.

Spain is the only other
team in international foot-
ball to have won a World
Cup in between two
straight continental titles
when it clinched Euro wins
in 2008 and 2012 either

c™M
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One last dance? With time catching up on them, it remains to be seen if Messi joins Di Maria and
Otamendi on the retirees list. AFP

side of the 2010 World
Cup.

As well as achieving that
landmark for the squad
coached by Lionel Scaloni,
a win would also give the
‘Albiceleste’ a record 16th

Copa America title — it is
currently tied with Uru-
guay on 15 Copa wins.

But Colombia has an im-
pressive streak of its own —
it is unbeaten in 28 match-
es, a record for the team,

and has arguably had the
tougher route to the final.
Argentina, ranked num-
ber one in the world by FI-
FA and with a team that
has been together for sev-
eral years, is favourite, but

On a roll: Unbeaten in 28 games, the Colombians will look to

extend that run and add a second continental title. aFp

few expect a one-sided
game. Rodriguez, who
grabbed global attention
with his performances in
the 2014 World Cup in Bra-
zil, has never truly lived up
to expectations at club le-
vel but at 34 is producing
some of his best football in
the yellow jersey of his
country.

Colombia’s sole Copa
America title came in 2001

There is an emotional
factor for Argentina with
Sunday’s game also a fare-
well to the national team
for 36-year-old winger An-
gel Di Maria.

While defender Nicolas
Otamendi may also de-
part, it remains to be seen
if this will be the last tour-
nament for Messi, who will
turn 39 during the 2026
World Cup.

Anahat progresses to
the third round

WORLD JR. SQUASH

Sports Bureau

India’s Anahat Singh
moved into the girls’ third
round of the World junior
squash championships in
Houston on Friday.

The 16-year-old wo-
men’s National champion,
seeded 5/8, eased past
South African Dene Van
Zyl 11-3, 11-2, 11-6 in the se-
cond round following a
first-round bye, and will
next meet Samantha Jaffe
(17/32) of the USA.

Compatriot Tiana Paras-
rampuria (17/32) also ad-
vanced with a 14-12, 11-5,
11-5 win over Emma Mer-
son (NZ), while five Indian
boys recorded first-round

victories.

Other Indian results: Boys:
First round: Ayaan Vaziralli bt
Md. Alnasfan (KSA) 12-10, 11-6,
11-5; Shaurya Bawa (17/32) bt
Md. Ammad (Pak) 12-10, 11-3,
11-9; K.S. Arihant bt Jonathan
Reyes (Phi) 11-5, 11-3, 11-6.
Harith Danial Jefri (9/16) (Mas) bt
Tanveet Singh Mundra 114, 11-7,
11-7; Yuvraj Wadhwani (17/32) bt
Shu Takahashi (Jpn) 11-3,11-3,
11-9; Avlokit Singh bt Kasper
Cheung (Aus) 11-9, 11-9, 112,
Girls: Second round: Malika
Elkaraksy (17/32) (Egy) bt
Shameena Riaz 11-3, 11-6, 11-2;
Dixon Hill (17/32) (USA) bt
Nirupama Dubey 11-4, 11-4, 11-5;
Helen Tang (17/32) (HK) bt Unnati
Tripathi 11-4,11-5, 11.8.
First round: Shameena bt
Maiden-Lee Coe (NZ) 11-4, 13-11,
11-1; Nirupama bt Maria Gomez
(Col) 11-4,11-6, 7-11, 11-4;
Savannah Moxham (Bel) bt Sehar
Nayar11-8, 117, 11-5;
Unnati bt Mariam Ayad (Ger)
12-10,11-2, 11-2; Tiana — bye.
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E AND TWO

Krejcikova joins the elite list of

French-Wimbledon champions

[N
Krejcikova, the 2021 Roland-Garros champion, is one of six women
in the Open era (post 1968) to secure their first two singles Majors at
the French Open and Wimbledon. The others are Evonne
Goolagong (1971), Chris Evert (1974), Garbine Muguruza (2016 and
'17), Simona Halep (2018 and '19) and Ash Barty (2019 and "21).

CHIN UP

I have to remember today is

still a good day, says Paolini

[N

GETTY IMAGES

Jasmine Paolini has now lost two Grand Slam finals back to back
after coming off second best to Iga Swiatek at the French Open last
month. “I'm alittle bit sad but | try to keep smiling. | have to
remember today is still a good day,” said Paolini, who had never
won a grass-court match in her career until last month.

BRIGHT FUTURE

Alcaraz will win many more Slams,

ROYAL TOUCH

Princess of Wales set to watch

hopefully not on Sunday: Djokovic

the Wimbledon men’s final

AFP

Novak Djokovic has backed Carlos Alcaraz to rack up more Grand
Slam titles, but the Serb hopes that run doesn't start when they
clash in a blockbuster Wimbledon final on Sunday. “He is going to
win many more Grand Slams, but hopefully in two days not this

one," Djokovic said.

3= A1 |
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The Princess of Wales is set to attend the Wimbledon men’s final on
Sunday in a rare public appearance after her cancer diagnosis.
Kensington Palace confirmed on Saturday that Kate, wife of heir to
the throne Prince William, will be in the Royal Box on Centre Court
to watch defending champion Carlos Alcaraz play Novak Djokovic.

Ice-cool Krejcikova
aces Paolini test to
win tennis’ holy grail

The Czech defeats the Italian at the same Centre Court where her late

mentor Novotna hoisted the Venus Rosewater Dish 26 summers ago

sealed the tie. GETTY IMAGES

N. Sudarshan
LONDON

eading into the
l-lwimbledon final,
Barbora Krejciko-

va was a seven-time Major
doubles champion, the
2021 French Open singles
winner and an Olympic
gold medallist. She had
even completed the career
Slam in doubles, winning
each of the four big titles at
least once.

But tennis nirvana, it ap-
pears, doesn’t quite touch
those who are yet to tri-
umph in singles at the his-
toric All England Club. On
Saturday, Krejeikova
achieved this crowning
glory by defeating Italy’s
Jasmine Paolini 6-2, 2-6,
64 at the same Centre
Court where her late men-
tor Jana Novotna hoisted
the Venus Rosewater Dish
26 sumimers ago.

“It’s unreal what just
happened,” the Czech star
said on court. “Definitely
the best day of my career
and my life. Jasmine played
great, but in the end [ was
the lucky one.”

Towards tennis nirvana: Krejcikova let two match-points slip before a huge serve into the ad-court

Management gurus will
say that luck arises when
preparation meets oppor-
tunity and on the day Krej-
cikova was a tad better at
this. The 28-year-old
played a superb first set,
disappeared in the second
before cracking open the
contest at 3-3 in the third
and holding her nerve dur-
ing the tense home stretch.

Paolini was in form, hav-
ing reached the French
Open final a month ago,
and someone whom the
SW19 populace had in-
stinetively warmed up to as
they would with a striking
piece of art.

But Krejcikova hushed
them into silence by break-
ing Paolini in the very first
game. She landed 90% of
her first serves, won 80%
of all service points and a
majority on the return.

Virtuoso artist
The 31st seed hit with pow-
er and precision, changed
direction at will and paint-
ed the lines like a virtuoso
artist.

In the second, however,
Paolini came out swinging.

Jaiswal and Gill’s

INDIA IN ZIMBABWE

Agence France-Presse
HARARE

Yashasvi Jaiswal and cap-
tain Shubman Gill
thrashed Zimbabwe’s bow-
lers to all parts of the Ha-
rare Sports Club on Satur-
day to secure a 10-wicket in
in the fourth T20T and with
it claim the series.

Chasing Zimbabwe’s 152
for seven, India cruised
home with 28 balls to spare
to take a 3-1lead in the five-
match series.

The left-handed Jaiswal
hammered 93 not out off
53 balls and was named

c™
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Player-of-the-Match while
Gill made 58 not out off 39
deliveries.

“Chasing was something
we talked about,” Gill said
at the post-match presenta-
tion. “We couldn’t do it in
the first game so it was
good to get it done.”

Zimbabwe captain Si-
kandar Raza said he had
thought after his team’s in-
nings that 160 was a par
score but admitted: “The
way they batted, 180 would
not have been enough.”

Domination

Zimbabwe won the first
match by 13 runs last Satur-
day but India has taken
charge since then, domi-

-

Four errors into the net
from Krejcikova in the se-
cond game handed the 28-
year-old a crucial break
and a toehold. Another
break in the eighth game
levelled matters and gave
Paolini a chance to serve

ahead in the third.
The first six games were
quiet, but the match

turned in the seventh
when Krejcikova pressured
Paolini and the latter
served a double fault on
break-point. A love hold to
5-3 seemed to signal the
end only for the irrepressi-
ble Paolini to attempt one
last roll of the dice.

From 5-4, 30-0 up, Krej-
cikova was forced to face
break-point twice. But she
saved them with a drop
volley and a terrific cross-
court forehand. Krejcikova
also let two match-points
slip before a huge serve in-
to the ad-court ushered the
end.

The capacity crowd
‘burst into spontaneous ap-
preciation and would have
gone home celebrating
Krejcikova but also remem-
‘bering Paolini.

‘Novotna told me that
I had the potential
to be a champion’

N. Sudarshan
LONDON

Wimbledon and the Czech
Republic seem to have a
special relationship. Four
women representing the
country have won Grand
Slam singles titles and all
four have triumphed at
SW19, with Barbora Krejei-
kova joining Jana Novotna
(1998), Petra Kvitova (2011
and 2014) and Marketa
Vondrousova (2023).

“Nobody is going to be-
lieve that I won Wimble-
don... I still can’t believe
it,” insisted Krejcikova.
“The first match here was
three hours and 15 minutes
andIwon 7-5 in the third. I
didn’t have a good season
and it is unbelievable that I
am standing here with this
trophy.”

The 28-year-old said
none of her dreams would
have materialised if not for
the mentorship of Novot-
na. “After 1 finished ju-
niors, [ didn’t know wheth-
er to go professional or
into education. She told
me that I had potential to
be a champion.

“Before she passed

away (2017) she asked me

memorable battle. ap

to win a Slam and I
achieved that (French
Open 2021). [ never
thought [ would also win
the same trophy as Jana
did. It is very emotional to
see me on the [honours]
board next to her.”

Krejcikova, who is set to
re-enter the WTA top-10 on
Monday, said it was Novot-
na who kindled in her the
love for Wimbledon.

“When I was 12, [ wrote
that would like to win the
French Open. Things shift-
ed when [ actually met Ja-
na and when she was tell-
ing me all the stories about
Wimbledon, the grass,
how difficult it was for her
to win and how emotional
she was when she made it.

“Since then, I saw Wim-
bledon as the biggest tour-
nament in the world. I
think she will be proud.”

For Jasmine Paolini, Sa-
turday’s finalist, there was
a silver lining even in de-
feat.

“As a kid, looking at
Wimbledon on TV, I re-
member cheering for [Rog-
er] Federer. To now be
here is great and it has
been a beautiful two
weeks.”

: Krejcikova and Paolini made it an exciting finale with a

GETTY IMAGES.

Titanic clash: Alcaraz will do everything he can to deny Djokovic a record-extending 25th Major.

Zestful Alcaraz stands in the
way of a resilient Djokovic

N. Sudarshan
LONDON

On June 5, when Novak
Djokovic had a surgery on
his right knee to mend a
torn meniscus, Wimble-
don seemed as distant as
the moon. The Olympic
Games, which starts on Ju-
ly 26 in Paris, seemed a
realistic target, for he has
long coveted singles gold
which his famed rivals Ra-
fael Nadal and Andy Mur-
ray both have.

Less than six weeks
since going under the sur-
geon’s scalpel, the 37-year-
old is in the Wimbledon fi-
nal for a 10th time — a re-
cord 37th in Slams overall
— with the opportunity to
equal Roger Federer’s
eight singles crowns at the
All England Club and se-
cure a record-extending
25th Major.

In his way is Spain’s Car-
los Alcaraz, who beat the
Serb over five fantastic sets
in the 2023 final and has
since added 2024 Roland-
Garros — his third Grand

Slam title — to establish
himself as the next genera-
tion’s numero uno. Djokov-
ic, after defeating Lorenzo
Musetti in the semifinals,
even called Alcaraz “one of
the greatest 2i-year-olds
ever.”

Cat-and-mouse final
Djokovic is humility per-
sonified and mostly liberal
in his praise. On court,
though, he is a ruthless
machine. His form has im-
proved through the tour-
nament and such is his
confidence that he is back
sliding with ease and swift-
ly changing direction on
the slippery lawns. The
fact that Alcaraz has not
been at his best points to a
cat-and-mouse final.

“I try not to think that
I'm the defending cham-
pion,” Alcaraz insisted. “I
go into every match think-
ing I have chances tolose. I
know how it is playing Djo-
kovic and I know what I
have to do. I'm sure he
knows what he has to do.
I'm ready to take that

challenge.”

For Djokovic, the match
comes at a crucial time. He
has lost his last three
matches against top-10
players, twice to Jannik
Sinner and Casper Ruud.
And he has not won a title
since beating Sinner last
November at the ATP Tour
Finals.

“History is on the line,”
Djokovic  said. “Roger
holds eight Wimbledons
[and] I hold seven. Also, a
potential 25th Grand Slam.
It serves as great motiva-
tion, but it’s also a lot of
pressure. [But] every time I
step on the court, even
though I'm 37 and compet-
ing with the 2l-year-olds, I
expect myself to win.”

In 2021, when the sum-
mit clashes of Euro and
Wimbledon were on the
same day, it was bitter-
sweet for the Italians as
Djokovic beat Matteo Ber-
rettini before the football-
ers salvaged the day. Come
Sunday, the Spaniards will
want the cake and eat it
t0o.

masterclass secures Men in Blue a series victory

nating the next three
matches. Although Raza
hit 46 off 28 balls, Zim-
‘babwe was unable to capi-
talise fully on its first good
start of the series.

Wessly Madhevere (25)
and Tadiwanashe Maruma-
ni (32) put on 63 for the
first wicket after Zimbabwe
was sent in to bat.

But the openers fell in
successive overs to part-
time bowlers Abhishek
Sharma and Shivam Dube.

India again opted to
field only four specialist
bowlers, including new
cap Tushar Despande,
who claimed the wicket of
Raza while conceding 30
runs in three overs.

SCOREBOARD
A4
ZIMBABWE
Wessly Madhevere c Rinku b
Dube 25 (24b, 4x4), Tadiwanashe
Marumani ¢ Rinku b Abhishek 32
(31b, 3x4), Brian Bennett c
Jaiswal b Washington 9 (14b),
Sikandar Raza c Gill b Deshpande
46 (28b, 2x4, 3x6), Johnathan
Campbell run out 3 (3b), Dion
Myers c &b Khaleel 12 (13b), Clive
Madande c Rinku b Khaleel 7 (5b,
1x4), Faraz Akram (not out) 4 (3b);
Extras (Ib-5, w-8, nb-1): 14; Total
(for seven whts. in 20 overs): 152.
FALL OF WICKETS
1-63 (Marumani, 8.4 overs), 2-67
(Madhevere, 9.6), 3-92 (Bennett,
13.4), 4-96 (Campbell, 14.4), 5-141
(Raza, 18.3), 6-147 (Myers, 19.1),
7-152 (Madande, 19.6).
INDIA BOWLING
Khaleel 4-0-32-2, Deshpande

3.0-30-1, Bishnoi 4-0-22:0,
Washington 4-0-32-1, Abhishek
3.0.20-1, Dube 2-0-11-1.

INDIA
Yashasvi Jaiswal (not out) 93
(53b, 134, 2x6), Shubman Gill
(not out) 58 (39b, 6x4, 2x6J; Extras
(w-5): 5; Total (for no loss in 15.2
overs): 156.

ZIMBABWE BOWLING
Ngarava 3-0-27-0, Muzarabani
3.20-25-0, Chatara2-0-23-0,
Akram 4-0-41-0, Raza 2-0-24-0,
Bennett 1-0-16-0.

Toss: India; PoM: Jaiswal.
Indiia won by 10 wickets with 28
balls remaining to take an
unassailable 3-1 lead in
five-match series.

Fifth and final T201: July 14
(Sunday), Harare, 4.30 p.m. IST.

Unstoppable: Jaiswal's knock left the bowlers clueless. x@Bcc|
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The smart money is on Spain to claim a fourth
crown but England can cause an upset

The 2010 World Cup champion has been the standout team so far with its entertaining brand of football and last edition’s finalist will need to do something special to win it all

UEFA Euro 2024 Final
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The other is a survivor,
limping to the end with big s

moments, resilience and
an oft-criticised coach who
has another chance to end
his country’s long wait for
amajor men’s title. The Eu-
ropean Championship fi-
nal between Spain and En-
gland on Sunday is
dripping with narrative —
with one arguably standing
out above the rest.

The Yamal factor

Inside Olympiastadion, La-
mine Yamal — a day after
his 17th birthday — will
look to crown his break-
through as football’s new-
est superstar by leading
Spain to a first major men’s

Saka and Kane will have to pick their way past them. Arp

trophy since the 2008-12
era.

While Yamal and fellow
winger Nico Williams now
offer Spain a hitherto-lack-
ing directness out wide, it’s
the central midfield that
has given Spain the edge
over its rivals. Rodri and
Fabian Ruiz are the axis
from which Spain thrives.

Dani Olmo has joined
them as the most attacking
of pretty much a complete
central-midfield three that
England will struggle to
contain.

For England, its tenacity
and character have stood
out way above its quality of
play. The nation’s most ta-
lented squad for 20 years

Key battle: Rodri and Fabian Ruiz have been at the forefront in dictating play from Spain’s midfield and England’s attacking force led by

has underperformed, look-
ing unbalanced, short of
ideas and in some cases fa-
tigued, but has somehow
scrapped through to a se-
cond straight European fi-
nal. Gareth Southgate’s
team is an increasingly
confident underdog, with
potential matchwinners
dotted throughout the

team in Jude Bellingham,
Phil Foden, Bukayo Saka
and Harry Kane.

Who will come to South-
gate’s rescue on Sunday —
ifindeed someone does?

The smart money,
though, is on Spain wi
ning a seventh straight
game to clinch a record
fourth Euro title.
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Pogacar extends lead with

stage 14 win in the Pyrenees

Tadej Pogacar extended his overall lead on the
Tour de France when he won stage 14 in the
Pyrenees on Saturday. His arch rival Jonas
Vingegaard came second at 39sec while Remco
Evenepoel was third at Imin 10sec.

Raja Rithvik wins silver,

while Iniyan takes bronze

Indian GM Raja Rithvik bagged the silver medal
while compatriot P. Iniyan took bronze in the La
Plagne Open chess tournament in La Plagne
(France). Rithvik clinched silver through
tie-breaker after he was tied for second place,
with seven points along with Iniyan, GM
Prraneeth Vuppala, and IM Dhulipalla Bala
Chandra Prasad. French GM Jules Moussard
secured gold, tallying 7.5 points.

DC to part ways with Ponting,
according to sources

Delhi Capitals has decided to part ways with head
coach Ricky Ponting after seven years since the
franchise failed to end its quest for an elusive [PL
title, sources privy to development have
informed. Ponting came on board in 2019 and
while the team reached its maiden final in 2021,
the performance in the following years have not
matched the promise the team has. “The top
brass of DC have intimated Ricky that they aren’t
happy that the team didn’t win a championship
in seven years and are trying to look at rejigging
the support staff. He won't be continuing next
year,” a source close to DC management told PTI

on conditions of anonymity.

LIVE TELEC

v

TNPL: Star Sports 1 (SD & HD) &FanCode , 3.15 & 7.15 p.m.
Zimbabwe vs India: 5th T201, Sony Sports Ten 5 (SD & HD) &

LIV, 430 pm

Wimbledon: SS Select 1,2 (SD & HD) & Hotstar, 6.30 p.m.
€yeling: Tour de France, Eurosport (SD & HD), 7.30 p.m.
Football: Euro 2024, Sony Sports Ten 2, 3, 5 (SD & HD) &LIV,

1230 am. (Monday)
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Antim and Aman get
seeding for Paris Games

Antim Panghal.
FILE PHOTO: SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

WRESTLIN

Sports Bureau
KOLKATA

Two Indian wrestlers — An-
tim Panghal (53kg) and
Aman Sehrawat (57kg) —
have been seeded for the
upcoming Paris Olympics.

The seeding of top eight
wrestlers, who accumulat-
ed points in the 2023
World championships and
2024 continental cham-
pionships and Zagreb
Open and Hungarian rank-
ing series in each weight
class, has been released by
the United World Wrestling
(UWW) for the first time for
the Olympics.

World championships
bronze medallist Antim
has been seeded fourth.
She will be clubbed with
top seed Lucia Yepez Guz-
man of Ecuador, fifth-seed-
ed Maria Prevolaraki of
Greece and eighth seed An-
dreea Ana of Romania in
the top half of the draw.

In effect, she will not
meet Sweden’s two-time
European champion Em-
ma Malmgren (second
seed), Japan’s Asian Games
champion Akari Fujinami
(third), Nigeria’s African
champion Christianha
Ogunsanya (sixth) and Chi-
na’s Asian Games silver
medallist Qianyu Pang (se-
venth) before the title
clash.

Aman Sehrawat.
FILEPHOTO

In recent times, Antim
lost to Emma in the Budap-
est Ranking Series final in
June and Akari in the Asian
Games and Asian cham-
pionships last year.

Tough draw

Sehrawat, an Asian Games
bronze medallist, will have
a tougher draw. He will be
in the bottom half of the
57kg with Japan’s 2016
Olympic silver medallist
and former World cham-
pion Rei Higuchi, Arme-
nia's three-time Worlds
bronze medallist Arsen Ha-
rutyunyan and China’s
‘Wanhao Zou.

World champion Stevan
Micic of Serbia, Asian
bronze medallist Meiram-
bek Kartbay of Kazakh-
stan, former World cham-
pion Zelimkhan Abkarov of
Albania and Tokyo Olym-
pian and Yasar Dogu rank-
ing series silver medallist
Gullomjon Abdullaev of
Uzbekistan will be in the
top half of the draw.

Other Indians, including
two-time Worlds bronze
medallist Vinesh Phogat
(who has dropped down to
50kg), 2021 Worlds silver
medallist Anshu  Malik
(57kg), Asian silver medal-
list Nisha Dahiya (68kg)
and World under-23 cham-
pion Reetika Hooda, who
have been unseeded, will
be randomly drawn into
brackets before the compe-
tition begins in Paris.

Santissimo primed to come good in Mayor’s Trophy

BENGALURU: Santissimo, who is in
fine fettle, may score an encore in the
Mayor's Trophy (1,400m), the chief
event of the races to be held on
Sunday. False rails (width about 6m
from 1,600m to the winning post) will
bein position.

TRACK LIGHTNING STAKES (DIV.

1), (1,400m), maiden 3-y-0 only,
(Terms), 130 p.m.: 1. Amazing Stride
(1) Sandesh 56, 2. Gallon OF My Love
(3) Sai Kiran 56, 3. Iron King (6) Tre-
vor 56, 4. Priceless Prince (7) Vinod
Shinde 56, 5. Ranquelino (2) Akshay

Victor Hugo (5) G. Vivek 56, 7

(-)56 and 8. Nyx (4) S.J.
Moulin 54.5.
1. AMAZING STRIDE, 2. IRON KING, 3.
NYX

SWEET MEMORIES STAKES (DIV.

1), (1,200m), rated 20 to 45, 5
yo & aver, 2-00: 1. Lauterbrunnen (8)

igad 60, 2. Super Kind (9) Sandesh
so %3 Spirit Dancer (5) Vishal Bunde
58.5, 4. Dawn Rising (3) Rayan 57, 5
Ultimate Chance (2) Tousif 56.5, 6.
The Athabasca (4) Sai Kiran 56, 7. Em-
bosom (7) Shreyas § 555, 8. Mega
Success (6) Salma Khan 53.5 and 9.
Sand Castles (1) P. Sai Kumar 53.
1. SUPER KIND, 2. THE ATHABASCA, 3.

LAUTERBRUNNEN

EPSOM STAKES (1,400m), rated

40 to 65, 2:30: 1. Starkova (1)
Neeraj 61, 2. Galahad (8y Akshay K
60.5, 3. Disruptor (10) Darshan 59, 4.
Golden Peaks (3) Sandesh 575, 5. Ad-
justment (9) L.A. Rozario 56.5, 6.
Bharat (2) Dhanu § 56.5, 7. Klimt (4)
D. Patel 55.5, 8. Aldila (12) Antony 55,
9. Gold Ride (6) 5.J. Moulin 54.5, 10.
Lex Luthor (5) Saddam H 54, 1. Jade
{11 G. Vivek 53 and 12. Millbrook (7)
Salman Khan 53.
L. JADE, 2. GALAHAD, 3. GOLDEN
PEAKS

SWEET MEMORIES STAKES (DIV.

1), (1,200m), rated 20 t0 45, 5y-0
& over, 3-00: 1. Oxytocin (5) Sai Kiran
62.5, 2. Ultimate Striker (7) Vivek
62.5, 3. Remontoir (2) Arshad 62, 4.
General Patton (9) G. Vivek 60.5, 5.
Star Admiral (3) Vishal Bunde 60.5, 6.
Chisox (6) Arvind K 58.5, 7. Osiris (4)
Ram Nandan 58.5, 8. Altamonte (1)
Salman Khan 58 and 9. Measure OF
‘Time (8) Rayan 58.
1. GENERAL PATTON, 2. OXYTOCIN, 3.
STAR ADMIRAL

MANITOU STAKES (DIV. 1),

(1,200m), rated 20 to 45, 3-30: 1.
Jersey King (4) Sandesh 60, 2. Magical

Bay (8) G. Vivek 57.5, 3. Ebotse (5)
Antony 57, 4. Invincible (6) S.J.
Moulin 54, 5. Alacero (3) Arvind K
53.5, 6. Cat Whiskers (1) Neeraj 53, 7.
Sea Diamond (2) P. Sai Kumar 5.5
and 8. Tigerking (7) Saddam H 50,

1. JERSEY KING, 2. MAGICAL BAY,

3. CAT WHISKERS

MAYOR'S TROPHY (1,400m),
rated 60 to 85, 4-00: 1, Splen-
dido (9) S.]. Moulin 60, 2. Tehani (8)
Akshay K 60, 3. Vivaldo (3) Trevor
59.5, 4, Fast Pace (5) Sandesh 58, 5.

Aquamatic () Arshad 57, 6. Auspi-
cious Queen (7) Angad 57, 7. Del Mar
(1) Arvind K 57, 8. Santissimo (4) G.
Vivek 56.5, 9. King Of War (10)
Shreyas § 54.5 and 10. Aralina (2)
Neersj
L SAN'HS:IMU 2. TEHANIL,
3. AUSPICIOUS QUEEN

BE SAFE CUP (1,200m), maiden 3+

-0 only, (Terms), 4-30: 1. Bour-
bonaire (1) Sutaj 56, 2. Helios (3) S.J.
Moulin 56, 3. Rodney (5) B.X. Kumar
56, 4. Silver Strike (7) Vishal Bunde
56, 5. Femme Fatale (6) Sai Kiran
54.5, 6. Glaze (8) Kiran Rai 54.5, 7.
Habibti (11) Antony 54.5, & Mehra (10)
Darshan 54.5, 9, Super Bold (2) Tousif
54.5, 10, Totally Epic (4) P. Siddaraju

54.5and 11. Xaily (9) J. Chinoy 54.5.
1. HELIOS, 2. BOURBONAIRE,
3. HABIBTIL

TRACK LIGHTNING STAKES (DIV.
1), (1,400m), maiden 3-y-o only,
1mis), 5-00: 1. Ahead Of The Curve
(4) Salman Khan 56, 2. Mansa Musa
(1) Trevor 56, 3. Santorius (5) S.J.
Moulin 56, 4. Storm Shadow (3) Suraj
56, 5. Westlake (7) Antony 56, 6. Art
Of Romance (8) Sai Kiran 54.5, 7. Bal-
moral (2) Akshay K 54.5 and 8. Mag-
netic (6) Sandesh 54.5,
1. MANSA MUSA, 2. ART OF ROMANCE,
3. 'WESTLAKE

MANITOU  STAKES (DIV. 1),
(1,200m), rated 20 to 45, 530: 1.
Global Influence (5) Suraj 62.5, 2.
Never Give In (5) Sandesh 62.5, 3. In
dian Blues (2) Kiran Rai 58, 4. La Mc-
«queen (1) Antony 58, 5. somhernans
tocrat (7) B.L. Paswan 57.5, 6. Isabelle
{4) L.A. Rozario 55, 7. Princess Gold
{3) P. Sai Kumar 52 and 8. The Mega
Man (6) Saddam H 50.5.
1. GLOBAL INFLUENCE, 2. NEVER GIVE
IN, 3. ISABELLE
Day’s best: MANSA MUSA
 JADE — GLOBAL INFLUENCE
Jkt: 5,6, 7.sami9. Tr (i): 1 ZundS,
m) 1,5and 6 8 an

Isnt She Beautiful claims
Racing Patrons Cup

BENGALURU: Imtiaz Khan-trained
Isnt She Beautiful (Sandesh up), won
the Racing Patrons Cup, the feature
event of the races here on Saturday
¢July 13). The winner is owned by
Mr. & Mrs. PJ. Vazifdar, Mr. M.
Rishad & Mr. Mukul A. Sonawala and
M/s. DT Racing & Breeding LLP.
1. WELCOME CUP (DIV. 11): CRIM-
SON FLAME (5.J. Moulin) 1, Golden
LAghl (Akshay K) 2, Chotipari (Dar-
and Desert Goddess
(SandeshM Not run: Roman Knight.
1:3/4, 3-1/2 and 1/2. Im, 13.865. 1233
(w), 22, 10 and 18 (p), SHP: 29, Tl
33, 7P 537, Q: 99, Trinella: 5,573, Ex.
s G705 Favuume-

inaga Racing Pyt, Ltd,
& N s " Saleeim Shali Trainer.
Darius Byramji.
2. ICH DIEN STAKES (DIV. 1)
SLING sHOT (Indrajeet §) 1, Es
tefania (Antony) 2, Recreator
(Shreyas $) 3 and Tankinika (Vivek)
4, Hd, Shd and 1. 1m, 28.60s, ¥42
), I |7and23 (p), SHP: 58, THP:
4, Q: 191, Trinella: 2,352,
Bxacta 12032 Favourite: Sacred
Creator. Owners: Col, Kuldeep Singh
Garcha, Mr. Srinath Byregowda,
Mrs. Divyaiyothi C.M. and Mrs.
Shruthiba L. Gowda. Trainer: V.
Lokanath.
3. ICH DIEN STAKES (D] UPER
SAPPHIRE (Suraj) 1, Quick Witted
(Sandesh) 2, Striking Eyes (P. Sidda-
raju) 3 and Avicena (Antony) 4. Not
run; Lady Godiva. 4-1/2, Nose and
3/4. Im, 28,755, TI5 (w), 11, 13and 13
(p), SHP: 39, THP: 29, FP: 67, Q: 47,
Trinella: 353, Exacta: 517 Favourite:
Super Sapphire. Owners: Mr. P.
Ramesh Naidu & Mr. Srinivas Naidu,
Trainer: S. Narredu.
4. NEWMARKET STAKES: INFINITE
SPIRIT (P. Siddaraju) 1, Emeraldo
(Antony) 2, Pettes Love (Sandesh) 3
and Quevega (Angad) 4. Not run:
Mega Success. 1, 3-1/2 and 11/2. Im,
15 325, tx 950 (w), 297, 12 and 12 (p),
THP: 55, FP: 7,288, Q:
2 273 Trinella: 10,288, " Exacta:
2,137 (carried over). Favourite; Em-
eraldo. Owner and trainer: Mr. V.

iath,
5. KUNIGAL STUD STAKES: ENG-

LISH BAY (Tousif) 1, Aherne (Ant-
ony) 2, Tignanello (B.R. Kumar) 3
and Golden Time (Vivek) 4. 1174, 3-
1/2 and 1-3/4. 1m, 26.86s. X752 (W),
75 13 and 12 (p), SHP: 42, THP: 44,

P: 583, Q: 621, Trinella: 8,831, Ex’
1 25,734 (carried over). Favour-

ac

ite: Aherne, Owner: Mr. B.E. Vasanth
Kumar. Trainer: S. Dominic.

6. RACING PATRONS CUP: ISNT SHE
BEAUTIFUL (Sandesh) 1, Aldgate (G.
Vivek) 2, Champions Way (Suraj) 3
and Yukan (Trevor) 4. I-1/4, 1and 2-
1/2.1m, 11.80s. 370 (W), 18, 13 and 12

vourite: Champions Way. Owners:
Mr. P.J. Vazifdar, Mrs. P.J. Vazifdar,
Rishad & Mr. Mukul A. Son-
awala and M/s. DT Raung & Breed:
Ing L Trainer: Imtiaz Kh
P (DIV. 1) PURAN-
jmm(] Chmny)l Don Carlos (Tre-
or) 2, Stentorian (M. Prabhakaran)
3and Feeling Good (G. Vivek) 4. Not
run: Complete Package. 1, 9-1/4 and
23/4. 1Im, 13.665. 49 (w), 12,10 and
39 (p), SHP: 29, THP: 88, FP: 164,
28, Trinella: 956, Exacta: 2,240,
vourite: Don Catlos. Owner: Mr.
Laksh Bhatia. Trainer: Warren
Singh.
8. MAY DAY STAKES: VICTORIA
DORESAANI (L.A. Rozario) 1, Del
Aviz (Trevor) 2, Golden Legend (G
Vivek) 3 and Norwegian Wood (Ani
ony) 4. Snk, /4 and Hd. 1m, 29 5
46 (w), 13, 11 and 13 (p), SHP: 43,
THP: 32, FP: 109, Q: 37, Trinella: 411,
Exacta: 666. Favourite: Del Aviz.
Owner: Mr. Ananda . Trainer: Irfan
Chatala,
9. QUASAR STAKES: GRIZZLY (Sai
Kiran) 1, Super Marvella (Sandesh) 2,
Sassy (Shreyas S) 3 and Vyasa (Ak-
shay K) 4. Not run: Schafenberg. 3-
1/4,1and I/2. Im, 2576s. 3405 (w),
3=, AS and 17 (p), SHP: 37, THP: 52,
2, Q: 981, Trinella: 8,459, Ex-
so 521 Favourite: August
G, Prasad Rao. Trainer:

Warren Sing

Jackpot: 12,05,722 (carried over);
Runner np 35 166 (one lkl ), Treble
(i): 3,942 (o L); 538 (carried
over; Gi: 15 400 (carried over).

TENNIS ROUND-UP

Balaji-Escobar pair
finishes runner-up
Top-seeded Sriram Balaji
and Gonzalo Escobar lost
4-6, 6-4, [10-8] to Sander
Arends and Robin Haase
in the €148,625 Challenger
tennis final in
Braunschweig, Germany.
Balaji and Escobar got 75
points and €4,870.

In the $15,000 ITF men’s
event in Nakhon Si
Thammarat, Rishi Reddy
and Dhakshineswar
Suresh played three
doubles matches the same
day.

The results: €148,625
Challenger, Braunschwe
Germany: Doubles: Final:
Sander Arends & Robin Haase
(Ned) bt Sriram Balaji & Gonzalo
Escobar (Ecu) 4-6, 6-4, [10-8]
Semifinals: Balaji & Escobar bt
Matwe Middelkoop (Ned) & Denys
Molchanov (Ukr) 6-3, 7-6(3).
$15,000 ITF men, Nakhon Si
Thammarat: Doubles: Final):
Francis Alcantara (Phi) & Maximus
Jones (Tha) bt Rishi Reddy &
Dhakshineswar Suresh 7-6(7), 6-4.
Semifinals: Rishi &
Dhakshineswar bt Adil Kalyanpur
&Vishnu Vardhan 6-4, 7-6(8).
Quarterfinals: Rishi &
Dhakshineswar bt Ron Ellouck &
Ofek Shimanov (Isr) 3-6, 7-6(12),
[107).

$15,000 ITF women,
Lakewood, USA: Doubles
(semifinals): Amelia Honer
(USA) &Teja Tirunelveli bt

Aditya Mor... double delight

Malaika Rapolu (USA) & Anita
Sahdieva (Ukr) 4-6,6-2, [10-5].

Aditya and Mahika
clinch titles

Aditya Mor eased past
Gurbaaz Narang 6-2, 6-3 in
the boys final of the HPCL
Mittal AITA National series
junior tennis tournament
in Chandigarh on
Saturday.

The girls’ crown was
bagged by Mahika Khanna
as she beat Sherry Sharma
6-4, 6-4 in the final.

The results (u-18, finals):
Boys: Aditya Mor bt Gurbaaz
Narang 6-2, 6-3; Girls: Mahika
Khanna bt Sherry Sharma 6-4,
64,
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Freshly picked: A woman harvests pineapples at a farm in Kamrup district of Assam.
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Taking stock: A couple at their farm in Kamrup, where family members undertake the work together.

Irresistably sweet: Young men working on a pineapple farm help themselves to the fruit at Gamerimura village in Kamrup district of Assam.

Sweet slice

Pineapple is grown widely in the northeastern States such as Assam where they ripen
and gain the best taste and flavour under the right amount of sunlight and rain

y
Ritu Raj Konwar
rituraj.k@thehindu.co.in

ssam is blessed with diverse natural
resources. The wide-ranging
topography and congenial
agro-climates offer immense potential
for growing various kinds of fruit, vegetables,
ices, flowers, and aromatic and medicinal

S.
Pineapple is widely grown in northeastern
States, including Assam. The fruit is popular and

their availability in the form of juice or slices
round the year enable people ji

whenever they want. Kew

most popular varieties of pineapple among the
growers in Assam. The Queen variety is widely
grown.

Pineapple has recently gained much
prominence for its health-promoting properties.
Fresh pineapple is loaded with many essential
vitamins and minerals.

Grown in the sunny fields of Assam,
pineapples receive the right amount of sunshine
and tropical rain to bring them to the peak of

their flavour. The pineapple is a humid tropical
plant. It grows well, both in the plains and also at
elevations. Pineapple usually flowers from
February to April and the fruits are ripe to
harvest from July to September.

‘Two years ago, the Agricultural and Processed
Food Products Export Development Authority
organised a promotional event in Dubai to
promote Assam’s pineapples there. Processed
pineapples are also popular as they can last
longer in the export market. A fully ripe
pineapple is considered highly perishable, and
cannot be kept for more than a few days after

r importers of pineapples from India
are Nepal, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the UAE and
Maldives.

Recently, Meghalaya has started a scheme to
promote fruit wine, including that of pineapples
which have high sugar content. Pineapple wine
can be processed from culled pineapple,
pineapple peel, and the core.

Ready for sale: Farmers carry pineapples to be sold in a weekly market.
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| N
Fruit route: Pineapples reach local markets fresh from farm by various modes of transport.

Take your pick: Women wait for customers at Bamunigaon village. The fruits are picked and sold almost always during the rainy season.

| N
Solitary reaper: A man slices a pineapple that he grew on his farm. Global favourite:
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