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CAPFs reaffirm
10% quota for
ex-Agniveers

mid the debate over the

Agnipath scheme, the
chiefs of various central ar-
med police forces (CAPFs)
Thursday came forward to
reiterate their commitment
on implementing 10% quota
for ex-Agniveers in all cons-
table-level posts. Days after
the Cabinetapproved the Ag-
nipath scheme in June 2022,
MHA had announced the
10% quota in CAPFs. P9

2 killed in boiler
_fall from crane

1 "'wo workers at a factory
in Saravali MIDC at
Bhiwandi died on the spot
when a heavy boiler being
loaded with the help of a
crane slipped and fell down
onthemon Wednesday, poli-
cesaldon Thursday. P3

Raj paper leak
‘kingpin’ held

In the Rajasthan teachers’
recruitment paper leak ca-
se, EI) has arrested Pradeep
Parashar, a retired assistant
professor appointed district
coordinator by the state edu-

cation board, calling him
kingpin behind theleak. P8

Man goes to kill
wife, hacks in-laws

man in Telangana's Wa-

rangal sneaked into his
19-vear-old wife’s home to ki-
11 her for deserting him, but
ended up hacking her paren-
ts when they tried to interve-
ne, The wife has suffered
stabwounds. P9
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Union defence minister Rajnath
Singh admitted to AIIMS after he

complains of back pain. AIIMS

officials confirm that his
condition is stable now

HE TIMES

PRICE? 8.00 ALONG WITH THE ECONOMIC TIMES OR MAHARASHTRA TIMES™*

US is working on a ceasefire deal in Gaza that
involves withdrawal of Israeli & Hamas forces,
and an ‘interim governance’ arrangement during
which security would be provided by a US-trained
force of Arabs, says Washington Post report P 16
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Nearly 300 people on board a
Saudi Airlines flight from Riyadh
to Peshawar had a lucky escape
when the plane’s landing gear
caught fire while landing in Pak

Centre, state probe IAS office
disability, OBC non-creamy certs

- DoPT Panel To Submit
Report In Two Weeks

Nisha.Nambiar@timesofindia.com

Pune: The Centre and the state will both
independently investigate probationary
IAS officer Puja Khedkar’s cornering of
the IAS cadre despite a low, sub-800 UPSC
rank by submitting OBC non-creamy lay-
er and disability certificates that have
since been called into question,

Khedkar’'s past came tumbling out af-
ter her alleged demands for facilities like
a separate cabin and beacon car, which
she was not entitled to as a probationary
IAS officer in the Pune district collecto-
rate, led to her abrupt transfer to Washim
on Monday. Her father was also accused
of putting pressure on officials to grant
hisdaughter's wishes.

While the Centre constituted a single-
member committee chalred by an officer
of therank of additional secretary Thurs-
day to verify her candidature claims and
otherdetails concerning the UPSC exami-
nations she appeared for in 2022 and earli-
er, state OBC welfare minister Atul Save
announced asuomotu probe to scrutinise
her OBC non-creamy layer claims.

Five states still
above desired

The Audi (under a plastlc cover) at Khedkar's
bungalow, which is in her mother's name, in
Pune, Cops were not allowed in on Thursday

b KHEDKAR JOINS DUTY IN WASHIM
WITHOUT CABIN OR FRILLS, P 2

Thedepartment of personnel and trai-
ning (DoPT) website has details of the im-
movable properties for 2023 held by Khed-
kar in Ahmednagar and Pune. The cur-
rent value as stated by her isabout Rs17.2
crore, while the annual income fromthese
properties is about Rs 42 lakh, far excee-
ding the Rs8lakh non-creamy layer cap.

An official of the central government
said the committee would submit its re-
port in two weeks.

l‘Cumprehenswe repurl: n\?.-aa:lz.ﬂr P2

Billto give cops teeth agamst
Naxal fronts in urban areas

Audi used by IAS officer owned :
by engg co, has 326k challans

"he private Audi car which Puja
Khedkar wasusing withabeaconand
‘Maharashtra Govt' sticker was issued 21
challans worth Rs 26,000 for traffic rule vi-
olation since 2022 and are pending. “The
car is registered in the name of Thermo-
verita Engineering Pvt Ltd,"” said a police-
man. Policereached Khedkar's bungalow,
registered in the name of her mother, at
Baner Road in Pune to inspect it, but no
one responded or allowed them in. P2

Collector asked to take legal
steps against officer’s father

"he general administration depart-

ment has asked Pune collector Suhas
Diwase to initiate ‘appropriate legal ac-
tion’ against Dilip Khedkar, a retired state
govt officer and Puja’s father. Diwase's
report about Puja said Dilip had asked of-
ficialstoensure an office with an attached
restroom for her and reprimanded them.
When contacted, Dilip said: "Pune collee-
tor has submitted false reports and is try-
ing to misguide theauthorities." P2

In a ﬁrst |udge
from Manipur

The Times Of India is alsoavailable asa
standalone copy for Rs5:00

“The TO Combd offer and Bormbay Times
Supplernent are available in Mumbai, Thane
and Raigad districts while Education Times will
be circulated in Mumbiai Metro Region ony.
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fertility level

r 1 Thirty-one out of the 36

states and Union Terri-
tories in the country have
achieved the replacement

level of fertility of 2.1, the

average number of child-
ren per woman needed to
maintain a stable popula-
tion size. Only five states —
Bihar, UP. Jharkhand, Meg-
halayva and Manipur — con-
tinued tohave ahigherthan
desired replacement level
of fertility, govt data sho-
wed, reports Durgesh
Nandan Jha.P9

Sambhajinagar/Mumbai: 5t-
ating that activities of Naxal
frontal organisations need to
be controlled, and existing laws
are inadequate to tackle their
fronts in urban areas, the state
govt Thursday tabled the Mah-
arashtra Special Public Securi-
tv Bill 2024 in the assembly,

- City has 27% of state's TB
patients: Health minister, P 3

The bill, drafted on the lines
of laws in Chhattisgarh, Telan-
gana, AP and Odisha, gives the
state govt power to declare an
organisation as unlawful and

named for SC

STATE CAN BAN ORGS . l "he Supreme Court coll-
» Bill provides for 3 months to egium has recommend-
T yrs jail, fine of 73-5 lakh ed to the Centre to appoint
> ||'||j|_||g|ng in or propagating acts J&K Chief Justice N Kotis-
\of violence, creating apprehension hwar Singh asajudgeof the

‘& fearin public will attract action

> ‘Unlawful activity’: Acts or even
words —spoken, written or signs

ban it with the approval of an
advisory board that will have
three members, not less than
equivalent to an HC judge, re-

apex court, reports Dhan-
anjay Mahapatra. Justice
singh will be the first from
Manipur to become an SC
judge. The collegium also
recommended the appoint-
ment of Justice Tashi Rab-
stanof J&K HC as chief jus-

ports Mohammed Akhef. tice of Meghalaya HC. He
will be the first from Lada-
»‘Urban dens’,P 4 khtobecome CJ.P7
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RBI governor Shaktikanta Das indicates that
interest rates may remain higher for longer.
Citing surveys, he says inflation numbers for
June are expected to be close to 5%, so ‘it is
premature to talk about interest rate cuts’ P 15

£
r’'s Courts shouldn’t stay bail

order in casual manner: SC

Delhi HC Stayed TR AN

Bail Order, Case
Pending For A Yr

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court
Thursday =said courts should
not stay bail order in a “casu-
al” manner as it affects liber-
tv of a person and took excep-
tion to the Delhi HC keepinga
bail order stayed for over a ye-
ar during which the accused
remained in jail.

Abenchof Justices Abhay
S Oka and Augustine George
Masih expressed shock that
the HC stayed the trial court
order granting bail toanaccu-
sed in a money laundering ca-
se and kept the case pending

> ‘May affect bilateral ties":
Bombay HC relief for acquitted
Chinese woman not allowed to
leave India, fines govt *10L | P 5

> SC sets aside ‘illegal migrant’
order on Assam man, says govt
can't randomly pick and ask a
person to prove citizenship | P 11
> CBI shares NEET-UG paper

leak probe status report with
SC, hearingon July 18 | P8

» Delhi HC judge recuses self
from hearing NIA plea seeking
death penalty for J&K separatist
Yasin Malik | Flap Opp

» Delhi court to start trial
ex-against WFI chief in sex
abuse case from July 26 | P 11

» HC asks J&K administration
to protect neglected Hindu
shrines to save heritage | P 10
» Bombay HC questions govt
on why state med body is not
in place since Aug 22 [P 4

for a vear which forced the ac-
cused toapproach the SC.
“What is happening? This
is shocking. Please answer
ourquestion. Can bail be stay-
ed as a matter of course? Un-
less he is a terrorist, where is
the reason tostay? Can youde-
fend? We will set it aside...
how HC casually stayed the

bail. Could HC have stayed
without a reasoned order?
Answer us, what signals are
we sending? We are blaming
usalso,” it told ED counsel Zo-
heb Hossain. The bench said
suchapractice couldnotbeal-
lowed as it was about liberty,

»‘Has ramifications’, P 10

43k degrees of pvt univ in Raj under

scanner after fake certificates surface
ADMISSIONS PUT ON HOLD LAST MONTH

Dishank.Purohit
@timesofindia.com

Jaipur: Om Parkash Jogen-
der Singh (OPJS) University
in Churu is under the scruti-
ny of Rajasthan police’s spe-
cial operations group (S0G)
for allegedly issuing fake
and backdated degrees for
courses that the private inst-
itutiondid not have accredit-
ation for, 50G is now exam-
ining all 43,409 degrees is-
sued since the university's
inception in 2013,

The university 1ssued ba-
ckdated degrees for BEd and
BPEd (physical education)
programmes before receivi-
ng accreditation and award-
ed MSc agriculture degrees
without proper authorisati-
on, according to SOG sourc-
es. An investigation began
six days after the arrest of

» Started in 2013, OPIS Univ
came under scanner on

University Joginder Singh
Dalal arrested on July 5. He

Apr 8, 2024 after 1,300 was planning to set up more
applicants for 2022 physical educational institutions
training instructor exam > DIG (SOG) says univ has less
submitted degrees from OPIS | than 30 staff in all, 8-9 of them
» Varsity's physical education | are class-4 employees
course accredited only in > |n 2023, UGC declared
2016, for just 100 seats. OPJS PhD degrees awarded by the
could not have issued so many | university invalid. On June 24,
genuine degrees, said cops state higher edu dept issued
> Founder-owner of OPJS order to stop admissions
» NEET leak case ‘kingpin’ b H
Rocky arrested in Patna, P 8 NEET-UG counsellmg
the university’'s founder-ow- fl'ﬂm ju'Y 3“-' WEEk

ner Joginder Singh Dalal for
his alleged role in the scam.
S0G's inquiry into paper lea-
ks and malpractices in colle-
oe entrance and govt exams
led it to Dalal.

pBackdated certs? P 20

TEET-UG counselling wi-
Il be held in 4 rounds sta-
rting July third week. In its
SC affidavit, Centre said any
student found to have gained
from malpractice will be ex-
cluded during or even after
counselling. P8
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A-Class

WISHB X

INNOVATIVE OWNERSHIP SOLUTIONS

"

Step-Up Benefit

Low monthly cutflow
with gradual increase YOY

G-\a

EZ Annual Benefit

Low monthly outflow with only
one big instalment every year

EMI Holiday

Minimal monthly outflow
for 3 months after purchase
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Partner, The Mercedes-Benz A-Class, C-Class and E-Class meets Bharat Stage VI emission norms. WISHBOX is an optional financial scheme offered by Mercedes-Benz Financial Services India Pvt. Ltd. (MBFSI) [formerly known as Daimler
Financial Services India Pvt. Ltd] (CIN U67T190TN2010F TCOT7E820) for a limited period. Finance is at the sole discretion of the financier, MBFSI. MBFSI is a registered Corporate Agent with IRDAI (License no. CAQL20),




#MUMBAIWEATHER

Santacruz

28.6°/
24.2°

Colaba

asPih 28.6°/
24°

Forecast:Moderate to heavy rain
in city and suburbs. Possibility
of very heavy rainfall at isolated
places. Maximum & Minimum
temperatures likely to be around
28°C and 24" Crespectively.
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SUNRISE

Friday: 19:21 hrs

Relative
humidity:
Colaba
90%
Santacruz
92%

FOR LIVE UPDATE

Pune collector told to take legal action
against IAS probationary officer’s dad

Nisha.Nambiar
@timesofindia.com

Pune: The general admini-
stration department (GAD)
in a letter on July & to Pune
district collector Suhas Di-
wase told him to initiate
“appropriate legal action”
against controversial proba-
tionary IAS officer Puja
Khedkar’s father, Dilip
Khedkar, for his “objectio-
nable conduct™ at her work-
place in the collectorate.
Khedkar is a retired state
govt officer.

The letter, signed by GAD
jointsecretary SM Mahadik,
referred to Diwase’s report
on June 24 to the additional
chief secretary (services).

It mentioned Puja’s see-
kingof special privileges not
allowed to an IAS probatio-

Asseem Shelke &
Gitesh Shelke | Tnn

Pune: Additional commissio-
ner of police(eastregion)Ma-
noj Patil said on Thursday
that the private Audi car in
which the probationary IAS
officer Puja Khedkar had in-
stalled a red-and-blue beacon
light and the “Maharashtra
Govt"” insienia was issued 21
challans for traffic rule viola-
tions previously.

The challans worth Rs
26,000, issued for violations
like speeding, signal jump
and refusal to stop when as-
ked by the police, are pending
clearance since 2022. “The
traffic police have generated
one more challan with a fine
of Rs 500 in relation to the use
of a beacon light and ‘Maha-
rashtra govt' plateon thecar,”
he said.

He said the car used by
Khedkar was registered in
the name of a company, Ther-
moverita Engineering Pvt
Litd. Authorities at the Pune
regional transport office
(RTO) said the car was regis-
tered on Jan 27, 2012.

Netas call for
strict action

I eader of the opposition in

.the assembly Vijay Wadet-
tiwar said on Thursday there
should be a detailed inquiry
into the Puja Khedkar affair
as there was doubt over her
submitted documents, Kasba
Peth MLA Ravindra Dhange-
kar demanded her suspen-
sion. Union minister of state
for social justice and empo-
werment Ramdas Athawale
too sought a detailed probe
and said, “If found guilty, she
should be immediately re-
moved from her post.” T

The Chatushrungi traffic
division's senior inspector
Shafil Pathan said, “The noti-
ce has been issued in the na-
me of Puja Khedkar because
she was using the car. It was
confirmed by video evidence
we collected from the district
collector’s office as also vide-
osavailable on various online
news portals. Through the no-
tice, we have told her to bring
the car with its registration
papers to our traffic division
office for a verification and
further legal action.”

Responding to a query re-
garding the car, its registra-
tion and Puja’s association
with the company, the proba-
tionary IAS officer’s father,
Dilip Khedkar, said, “It will be
not appropriate to comment
on this by me, However, the
mediatrial, which is goingon,
isnot based on facts.”

Senior inspector Pathan
and his team visited Khed-
kar's bungalow at National
housing society on Baner Ro-
ad around 1pm on Thursday
to inspect the Audi car. It was
covered with a plastic sheet.

According tothe Pune Mu-
nicipal Corporation records,
the bungalow is registered in
the name of Puja’s mother,
Manorama Dilip Khedkar,
The police team could not in-
spect the car as nobody from
inside responded to theircalls
from the bungalow gate.

Pathan and his team made
a second attempt to inspect
the car around 7.15pm, but fo-
und their effort stalled again.
“We then posted the notice on
the cellphone number linked
to the car's registration num-
ber because the family mem-
bers refused to open the gate.”

(Inputs: Joy Sengupta,
Prasad Kulkarni & Shashank
Didmishe)

nary officer, and her use of
an beacon light with ‘Maha-
rashtra Govt’ plate on a pri-
vate car.

The report said Puja’s fat-
her accompanied her to her
workplace on June 12 and 13
after she was appointed assi-
stant collector at the collec-
tor's office on June 3.

It said Khedkar told offi-
cials at the collectorate that
his daughter must be provi-
ded an office equipped with
an attached restroom and re-
primanded them for not ade-
quately preparing her office
before her arrival.

The father insisted on the
installation of superior elec-
trical fittings and instructed
some officials to “not go ho-
me” until work was comple-
ted. The retired officer also
alleged that the officials had

unnecessarily troubled his
daughter at the workplace by
not complying with her de-
mands, said the report.

The GAD letter noted that
the collector’s June 24 report
mentions Dilip Khedkar's
conduct as “objectionable”
and “liable for action™. “As
such, at your level, appropri-
ate legal action be taken and
a compliance report be sub-
mitted regarding the same,”
thelettersaid.

Chief secretary Sujata
Saunik said the govt letter to
the collector was aimed at se-
curing action on the latter’s
report vis-a-vis the father’s
conduct.

A collectorate officer, spe-
aking on condition of anony-
mity, said they were exami-
ning how to proceed with
appropriate legal action as

sought by the GAD letter:

Dilip Khedkar said the
facts were different from
what was coming out in pub-
lic. “To suppress these facts,
Pune collector has submit-
tedfalsereportsand istrying
to misguide authorities. I
wonder how the collector’s
report reached the media. He
isresponsibleforitandstrict
action must be taken against
him as it has hampered Pu-
ja’'s public image and that of
the state govt,” he said.

Puja was transferred on
Monday to the district collec-
tor's office in Washim, where
she took chargeon Thursday.

Dilip Ehedkar unsuc-
cessfully contested the re-
cent Lok Sabha electionon a
Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi
ticket from Ahmednagar
parliamentary seat.

Audi used by Khedkar has

Tinses News Netwoas

Yavatmal: After being
shunted out of the Pune col-
lectorate following allega-
tions of misuse of power,
probationarv 1IAS officer
Puja Khedkar reported for
duty at the Washim collec-
tor’'s office on Thursday to
continue her training as an
assistant collector,

Mohbbed by the media,
Khedkar spoke about her
joining as a probationary as-
sistant collector, but skirted
gueries on the controversies
surrounding her or her fa-
ther, a former govt servant
who allegedly put pressure
on officials in Pune to grant
her daughter special privi-
leges. “As per service rules,
I am not authorised to speak
to the media on this,” she
saild.

EKhedkar will now reside
in a guesthouse and a govt
quarter will be allotted in
two or three weeks, said an
official. She will get no cabin
or car, which were among the
alleged demands made by

DADDY'S GIRL KEEPS MUM ON JOINING DUTY
IN WASHIM, CITES SERVICE RULES OF GOVT

21 pending challans: Cops

Puja Khedkar on reporting to work at Washim collector office

her in Pune that led to her
transfer:

Washim district collector
Bhuvaneswari § said there
was a specified schedule on at-
taching probationers to de-
partments, This week Khed-
kar will be learning the ropes
at the PWD and irrigation de-
partment. Next week she will
move to the tribal department.

say car was regis-
tered on Jan 27, 2012

> The 21 challans
pending against the
car are for 26,000
and were issued for

arrival

On Oct 14, she is to leave for
Mumbai for an assignment at
Mantralaya.

"Khedkar will be back in
Washim in November and
that's when she 1s scheduled to
get independent charge,” Bhu-
vaneswari said. “Khedkar will
then be in Washim till March.
That is when her training pe-
riod ends.”

MANY ANGLES TO STORY: GAADI, BUNGALOW AND FATHER

TRACKING THE CAR DOWN IN PUNE

> Car used by Puja Khedkar is registered in the
name of Thermoverita Engineering Pvt Ltd. The car
was parked in a bungalow in Baner on Thursday
(see covered car in pic). Authorities at Pune RTO

COMPLAINT AGAINST FATHER

> A report by Pune collector to GAD said
Puja Khedkar's father told officials at
the collectorate that his daughter must
be provided an office
equipped with an at-
tached restroom and
reprimanded them for
not adequately prepar-
ing her office before her

speeding, signal
jump and refusal to
stop when asked to
by a police officer

> He allegedly insisted on the installa-
tion of superior electrical fittings and in-
structed some officials to "not go
home" until work was completed

Comprehensive report
prepared: Chief secy

Nisha.Nambiar
@timesofindia.com

Pune: The state has prepared
a comprehensive report re-
garding probationary IAS of-
ficer Puja Khedkar and it wo-
uld be submitted to the Lal Ba-
hadur Shastri National Aca-
demy of Administration
(LBSNAA) in Mussoorie, chi-
ef secretary Sujata Saunik sa-
id. “We have provided all the
necessary information regar-
ding the case and await their
guidance after they thorough-
lv review it. The decision now
rests with the academy offici-
alstoassessthedetails and de-
termine the appropriate cour-
seof action.”

An official from LESNAA,
who spoke on condition of
anonvmity, said; “We are vet
to get the report. Once we get
it, a detailed inquiry would be
conducted onall fronts.”

He did not give a time
frame for the inquirv but said
they had sought the report af-
ter the news surfaced regar-
ding the official. “The report
would be based on the district
magistrate’s letter, followed
by the action initiated by the
state government and her
conduct,” hesaid.

In the state, minister Atul
Save said” “The social justice
department will take cogni-
sance of the matter and con-
duct a thorough inguiry to
ascertain how Khedkar obtai-
ned the non-creamy layer cer-

| r :';’?1

Police at the bungalow where Khedkar parked the car she used in Pune

tificate,” he said.

Khedkar’s father, Dilip, is
aretired state govtofficer who
recently ran for LS election
and declared assets worth
over Rs 40 crore and annual
income far exceeding the Rs 8
lakh non-creamy layer cap.

Khedkar was transferred
from the Pune collector's offi-
ce to Washim based on Pune
district collector Suhas Diwa-
se’s report to the chief secre-
tary on June 24 regarding her
conduct of seeking special
privileges not allowed to an
IAS probationary officer,
Khedkar had allegedly used a
beacon lightand displayed the
‘Maharashtra Govt' insignia
on a private car, which were
actions deemed inappropria-
te for her position.

Khedkar came under
scrutiny after district collec-
tor Diwase sent areport to the
GAD. She demanded asepara-
te cabin, car, residential quar-
ters, and a peon, stated his re-
port. She was also accused of
removing the nameplate of a
senior official at the Pune col-
lector's office when he allo-
wed her to use his ante-cham-
ber as her office.

Contacted for comment,
Khedkar's father said: “The
OBC certificate has been
granted as per rules. The
UPSC examination is the to-
ughest and so the selection
procedure should not be ques-
tioned. Media is requested to
not carry wrong trial runs
otherwise it will destroy theli-
fe of anybody”

Richa.Pinto@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Decorative lights
wrapped around trees and
streetlight poles are not “aest-
hetically pleasing” and raise
environmental and safety con-
cerns, stated the minutes of
the first meeting held by the
BMC-appointed committee to
regulate digital hoardings in
the city in May, days after the
fatal Ghatkopar hoarding
crash. The committee compri-
ses BMC officials, traffic poli-
ceand II'T-B experts.

In 2022, decorative lights
were put up across the city as
part of the Mumbai Beautifi-
cation Project, CM Ekanth
Shinde’s pet project. BMC cla-
ims to have spent Rs 766 crore
on the beautification work,
which also includes impro-
ving traffic islands, wall mu-
rals and cleaning beaches, till
Feb 2024. However; the excessi-
ve illumination on city roads,
including Western Express
Highway, traffic islands, trees,
sculptures and three-dimen-
sional wall art, has received
flak from opposition and acti-
vists, And the minutes of the
committee’s meeting seem to

Pic for representation

DRAFTING DIGITAL HOARDING POLICY

» As there is no policy
for digital hoardings in
Mumbai, in May, BMC
set up a 9-member
committee to develop
comprehensive guide-
lines that balance the
aesthetic, economic
and regulatory aspects
of outdoor advertising

» The committee
comprises BMC
officers, traffic police,
IIT-Bombay experts
and a consultant

» Among the issues under consideration
are need for stringent safety norms, en-
vironment impact assessment, potential
traffic hazards, pedestrian safety,
hoarding colours should not distract
motorists, prevention of haphazard and
unsafe installations, accessibility,
electrical safety, and lighting regulation

have validated the criticism.

“The extensive use of deco-
rative lighting on poles, street-
lights, trees, and other fixtures
for beautification purposes is
not aesthetically pleasing and
raises concerns about envi-
ronmental and safety im-
pacts,” stated the minutes of
the meeting chaired by the
BMC commissioner.

Drawing lessons from glo-
bal cities like New York, where
Times Square boasts a prolife-
ration of digital billboards,
BMC is developing its own po-

licy that “balances the aesthe-
tic, economic and regulatory
aspects of outdoor advertising
in Mumbai”.

According to civic sources,
the committee members were
of the opinion that instead of
restricting digital hoardings,
stringent regulations and poli-
cy norms should be drawn up
to ensure they meet safety
standards and compliance re-
quirements. An II'T-B expert
on the committee advocated
for setting specific standards
for illuminance levels and ut-

Fancy lights on trees, poles unaesthetic
“and unsafe: BMC panel in May meeting

llising advanced technology to
monitor and regulate these le-
vels continuously, “The impor-
tance of maintaining safe and
non-distracting lighting con-
ditions was emphasised. The
overall illuminance level of
hoardings should not signifi-
cantly exceed the ambient illu-
mination of traffic signal,
signs and intersection ligh-
ting,” the minutes stated.

Other key points discussed
by the committee included the
need for standardised planning
permissions, zoning regula-
tions and guidelines for adver-
tisement duration, luminance
level and colour combinations
to minimise driver distraction,
reserved time slots for civic
messages, use of solar panels,
cybersecurity, and centralised
control over content. The com-
mittee also placed an emphasis
on the need for structural stabi-
lity, the impact on driver and
pedestrian safety, and environ-
mental and aesthetic conside-
rations. Integration of multi-
ple technologies for real-time
updates and addressing health
impacts of high blue light and
heat generated due to digitisa-
tion were discussed.

BBA has max seats among
3 AICTE courses in Maha

Heavy rainfall

likely today,

‘orange’ alert
for tomorrow -

Richa.Pinto
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: IMD has issued
an ‘orange’ alert for Mum-
bai, Thane, Raigad and
Palghar for Saturday (Jul
13), indicating ‘heavy to ve-
ry heavy rain at isolated
places’. Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi is slated to at-
tend the groundbreaking
ceremony of infrastructu-
re projects at Nesco, Gore-
gaon, the same evening.

AnIMDofficial said that
monsoon conditions are ve-
ry active and hence a rain
alert has been given for the
next five davs. For Friday,
Jul 12, a vellow alert has be-
en issued for Mumbai and
Palghar, indicating likeli-
hood of heavy rainfall at
isolated places.

“An off-shore trough at
mean sea level now (as on
Thursday) runs along so-
uth Gujarat — north Kerala
coasts. There is also a cyelo-
nic circulation over Kutch.
Southwest monsoon is
strong over west-central
and southwest Arabian
sea,” sald an official.

Weather bureau offici-
als pointed out that July be-
ingthe wettest month of the
vear, rain activity on most
davs is common. Last vear,
July had recorded the hig-
hest rainfall for the month
at 1771 mm. “Winds are ex-
pected to get stronger and
we are further expecting an
even intense rain spell bet-
ween Jul 16-18. However,
howmuchrainitislikelyto
bring to the city is not very
clear We ... we will issue a
forecast closer to the date,”
said an official.

Yogita.Rao@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Of thethreecourses
that were brought under the
All-India Council of Technical
Education (AICTE) regulatio-
ns and categorised as “profes-
sional”, Maharashtra has the
highest number of seats in Ba-
chelor of Business Administ-
ration (BBA), followed by Bac-
helor of Computer Applicatio-
ns (BCA)and then Bachelor of
Management Studies (BMS).

For the first-ever centralis-
ed admission process (CAP)
for these professional courses,
govit has received registratio-
ns from close to 1,000 colleges
in the state with an intake ca-
pacity of more than one lakh,
second only to engineering.
which has overl.5lakh seats.

Colleges, though, expectan
uncertain admission season
for these courses.

While BMS is a popular co-
urse in Mumbai University; it
only makes up for 10% of the
total intake capacity of these
three courses. The number for
BMS could beon the lower side
as many colleges choose to go
in for a change in nomenclatu-
re to remain under the univer-
sity's regulations. A majority
of the one lakh seats—approx-
imately 50% —are for BBA co-
urses offered in the state’s col-
leges, BMS has only about
11,000 seats in the overall pool.
Of the total 1.000 institutions,
around 200 are from Pune, and
Mumbai and Thane make up
for 200 more, with therest spre-
ad across Maharashtra.

The state's CET cell has al-
ready conducted an entrance
test on May 24 for these cour-
ses, which was taken by 48,125
aspirants. As degree college
admissions commenced, ma-
ny realised that admissions to
these popular courses will be

BCA CLOSE 2ND, BMS DISTANT 3RD

Seat distribution in courses*

Courses

Colleges | Intake capacity

Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA)

340 |MN 49,000

Bachelor of Computer Applications (BCA)

471 g 40,000

Bachelor of Management Studies (BMS)

168  [M11,000

Di&rj-:ts | Colleges*
Mumbai (city+suburbs) 133
Thane 67
Nagpur 64
Mashik 56

1Al figures are
mm 46 approximate)

Total students registered for the | Total students registered for
first CET held on May 29 the additional CET to be
56 248 ePe held on Aug 4

I
(Appeared 48,135) 'a‘ 49, 225
based on a CET. After requests  sultswill takeaminimumeof 15

from multiple stakeholders,
the state decided to conduct an
additional CET on Aug 4. This
time around, too, 49,225 stu-
dents have registered. Stu-
dents who have already given
the test on May 29, can reappe-
ar and the best of their scores
will beused for admissions, sa-
id a recent circular.,

A few colleges affiliated to
Mumbai University sought pe-
rmission to run both BMS and
BCom (Management Studies)
simultaneously, which was de-
nied. “A few colleges wanted to
run one division under the Al-
CTE and the others under the
university,” said the principal.

Another principal said if
the CET isheld on Aug4, there-

days and the registration for
CAP another 10 days, and the
CAP rounds will eventually
start only in Sept. “We do not
know how many students will
be interested to join these cour-
ses two months after colleges
have already begun teaching
other courses. We also are not
sure if students would want to
leave the seats which they have
already secured in other colle-
oes for BCom (Management
Studies) and come for BMS at
that point. Even if we get stu-
dents, we will have to follow an
entirely different academic ca-
lendar for these courses,” said
the principal, adding there co-
uld be other teething problems
too and uncertainty,

HC asks state to set up
advisory board under
Disabilities Act in1 mth

24k cr drugs

seized in five

months and
Z897¢rin 2023

Mumbai: The anti-narcot-
1cs teams seized drugs of Rs
4,131 crore in five months of
2024 in Maharashtra, a 360
per cent increase over the
value of contraband seized
inthelastcalendar year, the
govt data shows. The govt
also found the involvement
of some police officials in
drugs trade and they have
been dismissed from ser-
vice, deputy CM Fadnavis
said in the state legislative
councilon Thursday.

Hewasreplying toaque-
ry raised by Congress legis-
lator Ashok alias Bhai Jag-
tap. The anti-narcotics
teams carried out 12,648 op-
erations in calendar vear
2023 while as of May this
vear, the teams conducted
6,529 operations, he said.
These teams were formed
following the Centre’s re-
quest to all state govis to de-
velop ajoint action plan, co-
ordinating the efforts of
various departments to
check the production and
trade of banned substanc-
es, hesaid. rm

Rosy.Sequeira
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Bombay high court
on Thursday directed the state
government to constitute the
State Advisory Board under
the Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities Act, 2016, and make it
functional within a month.

“We, thus, hope and expect
that.. within 30 days from to-
day, the Board shall be made
functional in all respects. The
infrastructure ete. required
for making the Board function-
al shall also be arranged dur-
ing this pericd by the state,”
gsald Chiel Justice Devendra
Kumar Upadhvaya and Justice
Amit Borkar

The direction was passed
onasuomotu PIL initiated tak-
ing cognisance of a letter by
Shivaji Park-resident Karan
Shah (25) regarding bollards
on Mumbai’s footpaths ob-
structing disabled persons us-
ing wheelchairs.

On Wed, HC rapped the
state govt for its “apathy” in
not filling vacancies of the
board’s non-officio members,

and directed it to inform when
the Board would be made func-
tional. State’s advocate Abhay
Patki submitted a letter by the
deputy secretary, Persons
With Disabilities Welfare De-
partment, informing that the
Board will be constituted with-
in 15 days after the current as-
sembly session gets over.

Amicus curiae advocate
Jamshed Mistry referred to a
chart in a July 17, 2023 Su-
preme Court order, where the
Maharashtra govt had in-
formed that the Board was con-
stituted. The judges said while
it is true that the board was
constituted in Feb 2018, but on
account of vacancies of non-
official members, it is non-
functional since 2020.

Thev said as the per SC or-
der, Maharashtra isunderobli-
gation to comply with the Act,
“However, because of vacan-
cies of non-officio members....
the Board is not functional, de-
priving the disabled in the
state, a sizable section of the
society, of the benefits which
they can derive in case the
Board starts functioning.”

Senior citizen
falls victim
to deepfake

Ambani video

Mumbai: A retired hotel
management professional
from Andheri (West) lost
Rs 62.5k after he fell for a
deepfake video of indus-
trialist Mukesh Ambani
endorsing a stock market
forum and providing in-
vestment advice. Amboli
police registered the case
based on the complaint fil-
ed by PS Jerome (77) on Ju-
ly 9. The video was created
using advanced artificial
voice cloning technology.
This is the third inci-
dent since March, where
fraudsters have used Am-
bani's deepfake videos to
lure unsuspecting individ-
uals into investing in the
stock market, “We have re-
quested details of the Mo-
radabad bank account to
which the fraudster co-
erced Jerome to transfer
the funds,” said an officer
from the Ambolipolicesta-
tion. Jerome grew suspi-
cious when the caller re-
fused to refund the money
and instead started ag-
gressively pushing him to
invest more. —V Naravan
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Mumbai: The state, Justices
B P Colabawalla and Soma-
sekhar Sundaresan of the
Bombay high court ruled in
their verdict in the lease rent
case, is “entitled to reasonab-
le return on its land.” It also
doesn't mean lease rents need
always be affordable to indi-
viduals “irrespective of the
fact that such low rent may
not even subsume the infla-
tion cost, cost of administra-
tion and the escalation im-
pact.” A clutch of petitions,
most of them filed in 2014 and
2015, had challenged a Dec
2012 Maharashtra govt deci-
sion tofix anew method for le-
ase rents on govt land and re-
newals.

“Land in Mumbai is a pre-
cious commodity, and prices
of land are expected to only
go up,” said the HC, rejecting
the state’s contention that ri-
se of 5% regularly linked to
land value may benefit lesse-
es as an unreasonable argu-
ment. “It is futile to suggest
that property prices in Mum-
baimay fall,” the HC said.

There are around 1,500
such leased land parcels in
south Mumbai and 500 in the
suburbs, according to a mini-
ster quoted in reports in 2012,

Scrutinising rent fixation
as well as issues of conver-
sion of leasehold lands to fre-
ehold, the HC found “no ille-
gality ingovt applying the Re-
ady Reckoner” to determine
land value to fix lease rents.
The HC also said some lands
in prime areas in Mumbai

Three held
for woman'’s
rape, murder

near Shilphata

Nishikant.Karlikar
@timesofindia.com

Thane: Shil-Daighar police
havearrested threemen, in-
cluding a priest, at a religi-
ous site for allegedly raping
a 30-year-old woman and
pushing her to her death
from a hillock near Shi-
Iphata.

Oneof theaccusedwasa
replacement for a priest
who had gone to Uttar Pra-
desh, said a police officer.

Police said the woman,
who was reportedly subjec-
ted to harassment by her in-
laws, frequently visited the
religious site on a hillock
near Shilphata. “Last Sa-
turday, she left her residen-
ce at 6am after some argu-
ment at home. She first visi-
ted a nearby eatery and was
seen heading towards the
stairs of the religious site
on CCTV,” said a senior po-
lice officer The deceased,
who was mother to a todd-
ler, wasnot seendescending
though, while the three ac-
cused were present at the
spot, said the officer.

Meanwhile, her in-laws
and husband conducted a
frantic search for her but to
noavail, prompting them to
register a missing person’s
complaint.

Police started gquestio-
ning the trio, who initially
gave conflicting statements
but later admitted to the eri-
me, “Itisalsosuspected that
they may have spiked her
hot drink with some sedati-
ves, after which they may
have raped her taking
turns. They then pushed
hertoherdeath . Things wo-
uld become clearer once a
thorough probe isdone,” sa-
id a police officer.

The accused were pro-
duced in court and reman-
ded to police custody.

2 workers die
as boiler falls
from crane

Nishikant.Karlikar
@timesofindia.com

Thane: Two workers at a
factory in Saravali MIDC at
Bhiwandi died when a hea-
vy boiler being loaded with
the help of a crane slipped
and fell down on them on
Wednesday, the police said
on Thursday.

A senior police officer
informed that those who di-
ed have been identified as
Balaram Chaudhary (55)
and Pandurang Patil (65).

The officer informed
that on Wednesday evening,
a boiler was being lifted
withthehelpof acraneina
dving company slipped and
fell on them and the two di-
ed on the spot.

An accidental death re-
port has been registered for
now and a probe is still go-
ing on, the police said.

LESSEES ENJOYED LANDS 'VIRTUALLY FOR FREE FOR 30 YRS’

» A clutch of petitions,
most of them filed in
2014 and 2015, had
challenged a Dec 2012
Maharashtra govt

The petitions

» In some cases the
increase is ‘400 to
1900" times the
existing rent, said the
petitioners

decision to fix a
new method for

providing for conversion
of leasehold plots to
freehold (ownership)

» HC said that since 1951,
lessees enjoyed lease lands
“virtually for free for 30 years"
considering inflation and lack of
rent revision. Hence rent
increase now can hardly be
considered exorbitant or
arbitrary

» “We don't find that by using
annual Ready Reckoner to know
land value, the state is treating
unequals, as equal. Govt is
applying Ready Reckoner to all
lands of petitioners, which is a

+H+| » The state by its
*| 2012 GR was

lease rents and = linking renewal of
renewals, raising lease and new
them steeply, and payable rents to

market value of plots
and such linkage is
arbitrary, they argued

A

fair and transparent method
adopted by govt for valuation of
lands owned by it"

» Even as far as individual
plot holders are concerned,
they are enjoying huge
portions of land in the
prime location of Bandra
virtually free of cost. If one
were to really break down what
these individuals are paying
now for govt land leased to
them, it can hardly be regarded
as exorbitant”

» “For example, one petitioner,
an individual who is occupying
3914.71 sq m of land in a prime
location in the city. Though at
first blush the figure that he
would have to pay seems
rather large, when one
benchmarks that with the
area he occupies, he would
actually be paying merely
¥6.50 per sq ft per month”

» “To our mind, and especially an

individual who is holding such a
large parcel of land in a prime

locality in Mumbai from 1951
onwards at a measly rate of
71,580 per year (which is virtually
free) can hardly be heard to say
that the increase in lease rent
is either exorbitant,
extortionate and/or
manifestly arbitrary”

» A GR is not legislation
passed by state legislature but a
cabinet decision and cannot be a
means to re-write a lease deed,
which is a contract between govt
and pvt citizen

were virtually given on lease
by the state for a pittance.

However, linkage of lease
rent to land value is prohibi-
ted, argued counsel Rafique
Rada, Navroz Seervai, Che-
tan Kapadia, Rohan Sathaye,
5 H Merchant, Gaurav Mehta
and Nimay Dave.

Advocate general Birend-
ra saraf defended therise, sa-
yving it was necessary and not
unconstitutional. Saraf said

to calculate lease rents for
lands on which housing soci-
eties stand, only 25% of the
value given in ready reckone-
r—a fair value--was used. He
said lease rent for cooperati-
ve housingsocieties is effecti-
vely only 0.25% of full value
of the land. “Bv no stretch of
imagination can either be
termed as extortionate, exor-
bitant or manifestly arbitra-
rv.” The increase in existing

lease rents is by 25 to 50 times.
It is reasonable, argued the
state.

The HC said itagreed with
Saraf that even if rents were
to be fixed by taking market
value into consideration, it
bedone fairly and reasonably
as held by Supreme Court in
Ratti Kapadia's case. The HC
however disagreed with Sa-
raf that regular increase in
rents would be fair since the-

re is no bar in lease deeds
from doing so.

In Dec 2012, the state had
decided to fix a new method
for lease rents, raising rents
steeply, stated the petitioners
including Vrindavan CHSL,
Archdiocese of Bombay
Bandra Hill Mary Cooperati-
ve Housing Society Ltd, Anil
Kapoor and others, Florida
Apartments and others, Ma-
jority of leases had long expi-

COASTAL RD’S HAJI ALI-WORLI STRETCH NOW OPEN

Imtivar Shaikh

......

( )n Day 1 of the opening of

the 3.5km Haji Ali-Worli
stretch on Mumbai Coastal Ro-
ad’s north-bound carriage-
way, major traffic congestion
was reported on Khan Abdul
Gaffar Khan Road on Thurs-
day While motorists vented

theirireonsocialmedia, Worli
MLA Aaditya Thackeray, in a
post on X, crificised govt for
such ‘partial openings’.
Meanwhile, BEST will
runitsfirstbusonthecoast-
al road from Friday morn-
ing. The AC bus will operate

from NCPA (Nariman Point)
to Byculla (W) station. The
route will be from NCPA toHo-
tel Trident and along Marine
Drive before getting on to
coastal road which will take
the bus under the tunnel and
on a freeway route to Breach

Opened today

Candy exit and then to Parsi
General Hospital junetion to
Haji All junction - Mahalaxmi
RaceCourse-Mahalaxmi sta-
tion-Jacob Circle (Saat Rasta)
andendat Bycullastation. The
return journey will be along
the same route.

CR raises track to
cut flooding effect

ManthanK.Mehta
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Central Railway
(CR) has raised the level of
tracks at Chunabhatti by 24
inches to minimise flooding
impactdue to heavy rain.

On July 8, heavy rainfall
resulted in Harbour line ser-
vices being non-operational
between Mankhurd and Wa-
dala from 9.30 am to 1 pm due
to submerged tracks. CR at-
tributed the waterlogging to
the overflowing of the Mithi
river.

Rajnish Goyal, divisional
railway manager for Mum-
bai, said, “The level has been
raised by 2-4 inches on both
upanddown lines.” The track
elevation covers adistance of
440 meters on the CSMT-bo-
und track and 350 mt on the
Panvel-bound track.

Goval clarified that despi-
te the lifting, the track level
remains within the Schedule
of Dimensions (501)), ensu-
ring that the gap between the
train’s footboard and the plat-
form ismaintained. The SOD
defines an obstruction-free
zone for the safe movement
of railway coaches, wagons,
and engines.

To further enhance pas-
senger safety and convenien-
ce, Goval mentioned that the
height of the platforms wo-
uld be increased toreduce the
gap with the train’s footbho-
ard, facilitating easier boar-
dingandalighting. Due to the
lifting of tracks, CR has im-
posed a speed restriction on
this stretch to prevent derail-
ment, The precautionary mo-
ve ensures safe passage of
trains while the track adjusts
tothe new ]1|31ghl

State entitled to reasonable return on land: HC

red, but lack of rent fixation
led to uncertainty in develop-
ment. The litigation has been
chequered.

The HC also held that in
March 2024, the state permit-
ted that in individual cases,
for special circumstances,
value less than the ready
reckoner can also be conside-
red. “This to our mind clearly
protects the rights of petitio-
ners,” the HC held.

The HC said, “The govern-
ment has not taken into con-
sideration the full value of
the land but has been mindful
of the fact that there are sit-
ting lessees on the said land
and hence decided that the le-
ase rent would be caleulated
only on the basis of 25% of
the value of the land [as per
the Ready Reckoner]. We, the-
refore, have no hesitation in
answering question... in fa-
vourof the government.”

The ruling, while boos-
ting the state's revenue, will
dampen the mood of many co-
operative housing societies
where buildings exist on lea-
sehold lands as they will have
to pay arrears of lease rent,
said one petitioner’s advoca-
te Samit Shukla, adding that
the ruling however ends un-
certainty.

Regarding the conversion
of leasehold lands to free-
hold, the high court clarified
that such application be con-
sidered after computing the
lease rent based on its earlier
ruling for those filed before 7
March 2024, and the state is
free to reject such applica-
tions which are filed after
March 7,2024.

‘Mantralaya
job”: Bizman
duped of Z6L

Navi Mumbai: A Kharghar
businessman, Krupesh Par-
mar (42), has lodged a cheat-
ingcomplaintagainstoneJi-
mesh Nair for allegedly dup-
ing him of over Rs 56.68 lakh
on the pretext of providing
his wife a job in Mantralaya
help them purchase a Cidco
flat, shop on rent at a Metro
station and a bank auction
car for the couple through
his contacts. An amount of
Rs 6 lakh was paid to the ac-
cused towards the job in
Mantralaya in Nov 2021, ac-
cording tothe complaint lod-
geed with Kharghar police.
The money was allegedly
given by the couple to the ac-
cused between Nov 2021 and
July 2023, The complaint’s
wifeworks inan IT company
in Airoli. The couplecamein
contact with the accused
while he wasstayingasaten-
ant for around 6 vears in
their building in sector 36.
The accused has now left the
building. The accused alleg-
edly took advantage after de-
veloping a family relation-
ship with Parmar, who was
looking for a job for his wife.
—UUmesh K Parida

City has 27% of state’s TB

~ patients: Health minister

Privanka.Kakodkar
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: State health minis-
ter Tanaji Sawant told the as-
sembly on Thursday that Mu-
mbai accounted for 27% of the
TB cases and 17% of the state’s
population. In 2024, the state
had 110,89 TB patients of
which 30,519 werefromthecity

Samant said the state
would set up a committee of
experts under the health direc-
tor to help control the spread
of TB in the city and the state
by going to the root cause of
the ailment. “TB tends to
spread in areas with a high
population which is why the
numbers in Mumbai are high-
er,” Samant said.

He denied any shortage of
TBdrugs inthe state. “The Cen-
tre had written to the states re-

garding a supply bottleneck in
Feb. We distributed Rs 1.6 crore
to districts for the purchase of
medicines. There is no short-
age,” he said. He also said the
state was participating in the
Centre's campaignto vaccinate
those above 18 vears.
Meanwhile, leader of Oppo-
sition in the assembly Vijay
Wadettiwar complained that
the state had purchased faulty
deep freezers from a corporate
house which could not store the
drugs effectively, “The freezers
were faulty but the state placed
another order from the same
company instead of issuing a
tender;,” alleged Wadettiwar
Samant said that an inguiry
would be ordered and if there
are irregularities, then the ten-
der process would be stopped.
Meanwhile NCP (SP) lead-

er HE[JL':Sh Ta::pe asked what

steps the govt was taking to
prevent drug-resistant TB and
ensure that migrants to the
city continue with their
courseof treatment when they
return to their home-town. “If
the 6-month course is not com-
pleted, then the patient has to
undergo an 18-month treat-
ment,” said Tope.

samant said that efforts
will be made to follow up with
patients who have left for other
states. He also said that the
state was committed to the
Centre’s programme to make
the country TB-free by 2025.
“Will you inform the Centre if
this goal is not being met, since
there are so many cases in
Maharashira?” asked the Con-
gress’ Prithviraj Chavan. Sa-
mant said the state would as-
sess this after receiving the re-
portof the expert committee,

Malad bar staffer who gave Mihir beer cans qmzzed

FromP1

hir's father Rajesh Shah, a former
Shiv Sena functionary, and the fa-
mily driver, Rishiraj Bidawat (30), who
was in the car at the time of the acci-
dent. Mihir was arrested on Tuesday

l olice had on Sunday arrested Mi-

from a hotel in Virar.

On Wednesday night, police took
Mihir and Bidawat to the crime scene
to find out the exact details of the inci-
dent and videographed the procedure.
Police said as Mihir had changed his
appearance by shaving his beard and
cutting his hair at a salon before he
went into hiding, they will take him
there too for investigation. Blood sam-
ples of Mihir and Bidawat have been
sent to the forensic lab for analysis.

The EMW that was lnvuived in themcldEnt

Both have admitted to their crimes, cla-
imed police. Mihir told police that he
fled after the mishap as he was scared.
(On Thursday, Bidawat was sent to
judicial custody by a metropolitan ma-

gistrate’s court in Sewri. He told police
that he has been employved with the
Shahsfor the last 10-12 years, and he wo-
uld often drive Mihiraround.

A special public prosecutorislikely
to be appointed in the case.

Police said they have recorded the
statement of the waiter at the Malad
bar who had given the beer cans to Mi-
hir in the wee hours of Sundayv. They
are now trying to find out where Mihir
disposed of the cans.

Police said after reaching Marine
Drive, on the way back, Mihir took the
wheels of the BMW at Girgaum Chow-
patty Around 5.30am, he allegedly
knocked down the Nakhwas who were
on a scooter near Atria Mall in Worli.
At the time of the accident, Bidawat
was in the front passenger seat, police

said. Kaveri's sari got stuck in the whe-
el and she was dragged for1.5km. When
the BMW started shaking, Mihir stop-
ped the carnear the Worliend of thesea
link. The duo then extricated her from
the wheel, placed her by the street, and
got into the BMW, but now Bidawat sat
in the driver’s seat. Bidawat then back-
ed up a bit before revving up and the
BMW ran over the woman lying on the
road, said the police source,

The duo crossed Bandra-Worli sea
link, but the BMW stalled at Kala Na-
ar in Bandra (E). While Mihir fled in
an autorickshaw, Bidawat stood beside
the vehicle. The accused had allegedly
alsoremoved the number plate, said po-
lice. By then Rajesh reached the spot.
Police caught Rajesh and Bidawat from
Kala Nagar.
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‘Hardik’s kin forged
sign, altered deal,
duped him of Z3cr’

Ahmed.Ali@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Cricketer Hardik
andya’s stepbrother Vaib-
hav, with sole intention to
cheat him, hatched a conspi-
racy with two others, estab-
lished another firm without
Hardik's knowledge, altered
the partnership agreement
with Hardik's forged signa-
tures and duped him of Rs 3
crore, alleged the chargeshe-
et submitted by Mumbai Po-
lice in court on Thursdaw

Hardik and his brother
Krunal had 40% share each
in Pandva Polymer Lid
(PPL). Vaibhav made a
“supplementary agreement
to LLP agreement” dated Ju-
ne 9, 2022, with Hardik and
Kunal's forged signatures
and brought down their sha-
res to 33.33% and raised his
own profit share in PPL to
33.34% from 20% and the
same was uploaded on the
registrar of companies site,
the chargesheet stated.

Vaibhav was arrested on
April 10 and is still in judici-
al custody

In 2021, Vaibhav, Hardik
and Krunal had jointly set
up PPL and the terms of
partnership were that the
cricketer and his brother in-
fuse 40% of capital each,
while Vaibhav would chip in
with 20% and would handle
daily operations. The profits
were distributed in the same
ratio. Vaibhav kept Hardik

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

and Krunal in the dark and
established Shweta Trading
through Sagar Mangalore-
kar and sold the goods pur-
chased from a company to
the said firm. Vaibhav and
others started trading goods
to Shweta Traders from
April 2023, by giving them a
large amount of credit note
amounting to 2.7% more
than other wvendors, thus
causingfinancial lossof Rs3
crore to PPL.

“The accused also took a

Hardik with StephmthEr ‘-Imhhau

loan of Rs 27 lakh citing va-
rious reasons and paid only
Rs 7 lakh to the company He
transferred huge amounts
into his personal and kin's
accounts, and the loss incur-
red is vet to be estimated.”
said thechargesheet.
Inspector Vijay Chaure
and senior inspector K
D'mello informed the court
that to ascertain the forgery
they have sent Valbhav's
handwriting samples to ex-
perts for examination and
areawaiting the report.

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

No bail to Chhabria
in Yes Bank-DHFL
laundering case

Rosy.Sequeira
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Bombay High Co-
urt refused bail to developer
Sanjay Chhabriaof Radius
Group who was arrested by
the Enforcement Directora-
te (ED) in the Yes Bank and
Dewan Housing Finance Ltd
(DHFL) money laundering
case.

“This court is unable to
record its satisfaction that
there are reasonable gro-
unds for believing that the

ment whereby Chhabria wo-
uld repay three times the lo-
an taken from DHFL. ED
found that an over Rs 2,000
crore loan taken from DHFL
for Chhabria’s project ‘Av-
enue 54" was diverted for
other purposes. On Feb 13, a
special court rejected Chha-
bria’s bail plea.

Senior advocate Vikram
Nankani for Chhabria said
there is no sign of the trial
commencing and ED inten-
dstoexamineover 70 witnes-
ses. He sought parity with

applicant is not guilty
of the offence alleged
against him,” said
Justice Manish Pitale
on Wednesday, dis-
missing Chhabria’s
plea. Chhabria was
arrested on April 28, 2022.
According to the prose-
cution, in March 2020, CBI
had registered an FIR under
the Indian Penal Code and
Prevention of Corruption
Act against Yes Bank foun-
der Rana Kapoor, DHFL pro-
moters Kapil and Dheeraj
Wadhawan and others. They
had allegedly hatched a
conspiracy and Kapoor ma-
de Yes Bank invest Rs 3,700
crore in DHFL in lieu of Rs
600 crore kickback to him,
his companies and his fami-
v members, the prosecution
added. Since money launde-
ring had allegedly taken pla-
ce, ED booked 12 persons, in-
cluding Kapoor and Wadha-
wan brothers. Subsequently,
ED arrested Chhabria and
businessman Avinash Bho-
sale, alleging they had ente-
red into a sham loan agree-

EKapoor who was gra-
nted bail after three
vears and nine mont-
hs, saying Chhabria
had been behind bars
for over two vears and
two months. But Just-
ice Pitale said it does not qu-
alify as half of the maxim-
um sentence of seven years.
Justice Pitale disagreed
with Nankani that it was a
pure and simple loan trans-
action whose repayment
was delayed. “Instead, the
material on record prima fa-
cie shows the money trail
and flow of funds indicating
that the proceeds of crime
indeed found their way to
the applicant, who not only
came in possession of the
same, but he acted in a man-
ner soas toconceal such pro-
ceeds of crime,” he said, ag-
reeing with ED’s advocate
Hiten Venegavkar. Recogni-
sing Chhabria’s right to spe-
edy trial, Justice Pitale dire-
cted the special court to exp-
edite it. He also granted Ch-
habria liberty to renew his
bail plea, if trial is delaved.

Scooterist killed in hit-and-run

Navi Mumbai: A scooterist, Omkar Adkar (26), died in a hit-
and-run incident on the old Mumbai-Pune highway near Hal
village in Khalapur on Thursday morning.

Adkar was riding from his Khopoli residence to Karjat,
where he works ina hotel, when an unidentified vehicle ram-
med into his scooter from behind. He died on the spot due to
severe head injuries. Raigad superintendent of police, Som-
nath Gharge said, “We will obtain footage from the private
CCTV cameras installed at afew locations near Hal village to
zeroinon the accused driver.” — George Mendonca
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For Palghar and

Raigad, MMRDA,
not Cidco, is SPA

Mumbai: Four months after
it appointed City Industrial
Development Corporation
(Cideo) as special planning
authority (SPA), it has been
replaced by Mumbai Metro-
politan Region Development
Authority (MMRDA) for 172
villages in Palghar and Rai-
gad-Alibaug area. This will
be the eleventh area for
which MMREDA is the SPA.
In a notification on Tues-
day, state urban developm-
ent department said MM-
RDA had requested that it be
appointed as SPA for MMR.
“After making necessary en-
quiries... govt is of the opin-
ion that it is necessary to
have planned development
within the said extended ar-
ea of MMR as proposed by
MMRDA,” states the notifi-
cation. —Clara Lewis

Lder ayurvedic

drugs seized
from Vasai units

Mumbai: The state Food
and Drugs Administration
(FDA) on Wednesday seized
Rs 1.4 crore-worth of ayur-
vedic drugs, raw materials
and labels from three loca-
tions in Vasai for manufac-
turing drugs without a prop-
er licence, FDA officials said
Gaharwar Pharma Products
Pvit Ltd, which has licence to
manufacture ayurvedic
drugs in Haryana, was man-
ufacturing the drugs in Va-
sai without obtaining a local
licence. “The loan licence ab-
tained in Haryana was sur-
rendered to the Directorate
of Avush on May 14, vet the
drugs were getting manufac-
tured at Vasai under the
same Harvana licence,” said
officials.

MMC to give
QR codeto
check on docs

Mumbai: The Maharash-
tra Medical Council (MMC)
will soon provide an QR
code to each of the 1.9 lakh
doctorsregistered with it in
Maharashtra. MMC admin-
istrator Dr Vinky Rughwa-
ni said the council has al-
ready started working on
the QR project, titled ‘Rec-
ognize Your Doctors'and it
should be ready before the
vear-end. He said doctors
would have to put their QR
code in their elinies so that
people can scan to get infor-
mation about her/his de-
greeand registration. T

‘WHEN LIFE GIVES YOU POTHOLES, DON'T
CREATE AN ADVENTURE RIDE OUT OF IT’

Pics: KK Choudhary

\

hitforseveral hours

otorists on both Mumbai and Pune-
bound corridors of Sion-Panvel
Highwav have been facing a harrow-
ing time owing to potholes and the resultant
traffic snarls on the stretch. This has forced
many to blame authorities for its lacklustre
attitude infixing the problem. Incidentallv a
video of acrater in Shahapur area of Thane
districthasgoneviral, showingtrafficbeing
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Work begins on rain-battered Turbhe flyover after a TOI report
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Why is state med
body not in place
since Aug '22: HC Z

Rosy.Sequeira
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Bombay high co-
urt on Thursday directed
the state govt to sayv why it
did not take steps to consti-
tute Maharashtra Medical
Council (MMC) after the 5-
yvear termof its membersen-
ded in Aug 2022

“This isanother example
of how the govt functions.”
said Chief Justice Devendra
Kumar Upadhyaya and Jus-
tice Amit Borkar,

The PIL wasfiled by Sata-
ra-based Dr Pravin Rathod
whochallengeda Feb 24 noti-
fication appointingaprivate
doctor and former MMC vi-
ce-president, Dr Vinky
Rughwani, asadministrator
till a new council is n place.

Rathod’s petition said In-
dian Medical Association
hasbeenwriting to State Me-
dical Eeducation & Drugs
Department since Sept 2022
to constitute the council. In-
stead, in Oet 2022 the govt ap-
pointed an administrator
for a year. In 2023, another
administrator was appoin-

ted for a vear. His petition
earlier said two administra-
tors were doctors in govern-
ment employment and ans-
werable to the government,
but “strangely for no rea-
son” Dr Rughwani, a private
doctor “who owes no respon-
sibility to the state govt for
his acts of omissions and
commissions”™ was appoin-
ted administrator.

Dr Rathod's advocates,
Tejas Deshmukh and Alks-
hay Shinde, argued MMC is
a regulatory body for medi-
cal practitioners. It dischar-
oges a quasi-judicial function
as authority in plaints aga-
inst doctors. “"Appointment
of aprivate person woulden-
danger independence of the
body," said Deshmukh.

Thejudgesasked it MMC
is a permanent body as sec-
tion 4 of MMC Act provides
for term of members, not of
MMC. “Perhaps the govt tre-
ated it as if the Council cea-
sestoexist,” the CJ said. Pos-
ting the hearing on Aug 14,
the judges directed the govt
to say what power it exerci-
sed to issue the notification.

Shifting Kanjur
Marg dumping
ground IS on
cards: Samant

Mumbai: Responding to
demands to shift the
dumping ground from Kan-
jur Marg following com-
plaints from local resi-
dents, industries minister
Uday Samant told the state
assembly that govi was ac-
quiring 18 acres of land in
Ambernath, and this could
be considered once the
process is complete.

The stench from the
dumping ground was both-
ering residents of Mulund
and Bhandup, legislators
argued. They also said the
dumping ground posed a
health hazard to residents
in nearby areas. Samant
said 5,800 of the 6,800 metric
tonnes of waste generated
in Mumbai is taken to the
Kanjur Marg dumping
ground.

Samant also said the
covt was willing to probe
BMC’s role in granting per-
mission to the dumping
ground in this location.
This move follows BJP lead-
er Ashish Shelar’s allega-
tion that the BMC, which is
controlled by Shiv Sena
(UBT), had misled the pub-
lic. —Privanka Kakodkar

Active fronts offer Naxals
‘urban dens’ In cities: Bill

Mohammed.Akhef
@timesofindia.com

Sambhajinagar/Mumbai:
The state govt tabled a speci-
al publicsecurity bill thatsa-
vsthemenaceof Naxalismis
not only limited to remote
areas of the Naxal-affected
states, its presence is increa-
sing in the urban areas too
through the Naxal frontal or-
ganisations.

The bill states that the
spread of these active fron-
tal organisations of the Nax-
al groups gives constant and
effective support in terms of
logistics ‘safe houses’ and
‘urban dens' of the Maoist
network in the cities of the
state of Maharashtra.,

Theactivities of Naxalor
similar organisations thro-
ugh their united front are
creating unrest among com-
mon masses (o propagate
their ideology of armed re-
bellion against the constitu-
tional mandate and disrup-
ting public order in the state.

The MSPSA bill, which
has18sections, was tabled by
minister Uday Samant. It
has been drafted on the lines
of public security acts cur-
rently in force in the states
of Chhattisgarh, Telangana,

‘Unauthorised vehicles:

Competitive
tests bill passed

Mumbai: The upper house of
Maharashtra state legislature
on Thursday unanimously
passed the Maharashtra Com-
petitive Examination Impro-
per Ways Prevention Bill 2024,
aimedat curbing malpractices
in competitive examinations.
The bill stipulates string-
ent penalties for individuals
involved in examination mal-
practices, including imprison-
ment ranging from 3to 5 years
and a substantial fine of up to
Rs10lakh. Moreover, if the ser-
vice provider company con-
ducting the exam is found co-
mplicit in the malpractices,
the bill mandates imprison-
ment of up to10yvears, afineof
up to Rs 1 crore, and blackl-
isting of the company for four
vears. The bill also encompa-
sses further imprisonment in
case of default in payvingfines,
as stated by minister of state
for home Shambhuraj Desai
while introducing the bill.

‘SIT must probe
MSRDC tenders’

Mumbai: Opposition parties
on Thursday demanded a spec-
1al investigation team (SIT)
probe into MSRDC tenders wo-
rth Rs 90,000 crore allegedly
awarded above estimated ten-
dered costs. Shiv Sena’s (UBT)
Anil Parab, in the state legisla-
tive council said MSRDC rece-
ntly awarded six-lane highw-
ay construction works for Vi
rar-Alibaug, Nagpur-Chandr-
apur, Jalna-Nagpur, and Pune
ring road projects 30% to 40%
higher than tendered cost.

“It looks like an election
fund which will be received in
the form of kickbacks soon af-
ter releasing the advance to
the contractors,” alleged Par-
ab. Parab said in the Alibaug-
Virar corridor project, the es-
timated tendered cost was aro-
und Rs 20,000 crore, while the
actual price at which it was
awarded to various contrac-
tors was more than Rs 26,000
Crore. ThM

Andhra Pradesh and Odis-
ha, which have claimed that
the new law was proving use-
ful in keeping a check on the

Schoolbus owners send
notice to transport dept

Somit.Sen@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: The School Bus
Owners' Association (SBOA)
has issued a notice through
its lawyer to transport com-
missioner’s office, demand-
ing that action be taken
against several autorickshaw
drivers, private vehicle own-
ers and those whodo not have
agreement with schools but
ferrving students daily in
Mumbai in “unauthorised”
vehicles. The SBOA has
warned in the notice that if
no action is taken at the earli-
est, itwillmovethe high court
for contempt proceedings.

It stated that in the past
there were court orders di-
recting city RTOs to take ac-
tion against ‘unscrupulous’
vehicle owners ferrying
school children. “But so far,
we have not found any major
action beingtaken by the RTO
in Mumbai, Thane or the rest
of MMR,"” said SBOA presi-

Auto-taxi fitness:
Stay on delay fine

Mumbai: Minister Dada
Bhuse told the state assembly
on Thursday that the govt has
decided to stay the order to
impose Rs 50 daily fee for de-
laved renewal of fitness cer-
tificates for all transport ve-
hicles below 15 vears old. He
said the state had received
many complaints regarding
the delay fee and was waiving
it “until further notice.” Tun

dent Anil Garg. When con-
tacted, transport commis-
sioner Vivek Bhimanwar
gaid that his enforcement
squads were taking action on
a regular basis, and it was
against all vehicles in MMRE
and rest of state for flouting
school bus safety rules, He de-
niedallegations by SBOA that
‘no action was being taken.’

Naxal frontal organisations.

For Maharashtra, this is
another special act to be tab-
led after it had enacted Ma-

harashtra Control of Orga-
nised Crime Act (MCOCA)
in 1999 which helped it deal
with organised crimes rang-
ing from underworld to
gangs of dacoits, chain snat-
chers, goons and sand
smugglers.

When contacted, inspec-
tor general of police (anti-
Naxal operations) Sandeep
Patil told TOI: “The laws to
counter Naxalism have been
in existence in different sta-
tesof the country for the past
three decades. Maharash-
tra, despite having the hig-
hest number of Maoist fron-
tal organisations, did not ha-
ve any law to tackle this me-
nace. We are hopeful that
this Actwill be a good tool for
tackling the frontal organi-
sations that under the garb
of some work, not only spre-
ad and propagate Maoist ide-
ologyv inurban areas butalso
recruit vouths and garner
support for left-wing extre-
mism.”

The officer said that the
checks and balances in the
new Act will ensure that it
does not get misused, as the
powers to initiate any action
under this legislation are
with officers of the rank of
DIG and above,

* Andheri bridges

gap was due to lack
of coordination’

SﬂﬂiEE?.DE\*iiiﬂ
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Lack of coordina-
tion between agencies led to
the mismatch between the
newly constructed Gokhale
Bridge and the CD Barfiwala
flyover in Andheri, says the
report of the single-member
committee set up by civic
chief Bhushan Gagrani to
look into the matter.

The report was submitted
by additional municipal com-
missioner Amit Saini, who
probed what prevented the
civic body from ensuring that
thearmsof the bridgeandthe
flvover matched. Gagrani
sald an explanation would be
sought from officials con-
cerned.

The BMC had drawn flack
from citizens when the mis-
alignment was noticed after
the first phase of the bridge
was inaugurated in February.
Civicofficialsblamed therail-

Akshay soars in this inspirational tale

Fly Me to the Moon (Comedy, Romance) YAy
Cast: Scarlett Johansson, Channing Tatum, Woody Harrelson
Direction: Greg Berlanti
Duration: 2 hours 14 minutes

CINEMA OF THE WEEK

Sarfira (Biography, Drama) k-
Cast: Akshay Kumar, Radhika Madan,
Paresh Rawal, Seema Biswas

Direction: Sudha Kongara

Duration: 2 hours 35 minutes

Language: Hindi (U)

m A remake of the Tamil film Soorarai Pottru
(2020) and an adaptation of G R Gopinath's
memoir Simply Fiv: A Deccan Odyvssey, Sarfira
Sfollows a man’s audacious dream of creating a
low-cost airline for the masses. But his vision
faces headwinds as powerfil enemies threaten
to ground him before takeoff

viewers on a high-octane ride, setting the
v/ stage for Vir Mhatre's (Akshay Kumar) brave
dream of creating a low-cost airline that
empowers ordinary people to fly The narrative
weaves in his journey and the challenges he faces
in the aviation sector dominated by Paresh
Goswami (Paresh Rawal). Glimpses into Vir's
personal life reveal unwavering support from his
equally spirited wife, Rani (Radhikka Madan).
For those seeking a story of resilience and
unwavering determination, director Sudha
Kongara's movie comes up aces. The film
celebrates Vir's ability to overcome every
obstacle and relentlessly pursue his dream.
But it's also a commentary on patriarchy, class
divide, and casteism. While Vir has highflying

gurﬁm s opening scene at an airstrip takes

dreams, Rani has no less individuality and
ambition of her own—to start a bakery Time
and again, she questions patriarchy in her
spunky style without loud dialogues and
comments on feminism. Vir believes his
mission to start a low-cost airline 1s also a way
to break the caste barrier. While on the other
hand, this is what Paresh is against — the rich
rubbing shoulders with the not-so-affluent.
The screenplay by Sudha Kongara, Pooja
Tolani, and Shalini Ushadevi occasionally
siretches the narrative, with the lead
character’s challenges becoming somewhat
repetitive. The dialogues (by Pooja Tolani) try
to convey one clear message throughout the
film in different situations, which makes it a
tad wearisome. The story unfolds across

multiple timelines—Vir and Rani’'s courtship,
his past activism, and the present-day struggle.
Frequent flashbacks and shifts can be
confusing at times, and the music by GV
Prakash Kumar borders on being melodramatic
rather than inspirational. The message is
genuine, and the lead character’s intent is
noble. However, it could have been narrated
within a much tighter runtime. While the filim
is enjoyable, it's not always a steady flight.

The movie is an Akshay Kumar showcase
from start to finish. The actor delivers a
nuanced performance, effortlessly portraving
a range of emotions—disappointment,
frustration, gratitude, helplessness, and love.
He shines in scenes like his heartfelt plea for
a loan at the airport and his endearing
awkwardness when borrowing money from
Rani for his venture. Radhikka Madan is
equally impressive as a woman who is neither
a quiet supporter nor apologetic about her own
ambition. Paresh Rawal's character is one-
dimensional and creates no real impact. Seema
Biswas and Anil Charanjeett lendable support.

While the film’s narrative could certainly
be crisper and the length tighter, ultimately, it
lands safely. It is an inspiring tale elevated by
top-notch performances from the lead cast.
Buckle up for this flight!

— Dhaval Roy

To review any movie and check show

timings visit etimes.in

Longlegs (Horror, Thriller) %
Cast: Maika Monroe, Nicolas Cage,

Blair Underwood, Kiernan Shipka, Alicia Witt
Direction: Oz Perkins

Duration: 1 hour 41 minutes

Language: English (A)

B FBI Agent Lee Harker (Maika Monroe) is
compelled to look within and stucdy her traumatic
past to crack a series of mysterious deaths caused
by a serial killer called ‘Longlegs’' (Nicolas Cage).

- as an indie horror that dials down the gore

and unravels like a police procedural, high

on stvle and atmosphere. If vou expect the film

to have the pace and pulse of a true-crime
thriller, you will be disappointed.

Director Oz Perkins, son of actor Anthony
Perkins, who portrayed Norman Bates in Alfred
Hitcheoek's Psycho, manages to make this
horror outing disturbing. As the socially misfit
Lee Harker delves into the dark corners of her

l “rom the get-go, Longlegs establishes itself

mind and memories, vou feel equally trapped
and tormented by her nightmares, recurring
hallucinations and intuition. As her search gets
more personal, you feel suffocated by her lonely;
isplated existence and trauma. The tension
grips you throughout through the anticipation
of fear and discovery.

Andres Arochi’s cinematography, sound and
performances play a huge role in making this

an emotionally unnerving experience. There are
no usual jumpscares or tricks that tend to be
more gimmicky than scary. The fear goes deeper
and darker than one’s fear of death and this is
predominantly why the film works.

Despite its psychologically disturbing plot,
LongLegs never quite reaches the brilliance of
Ari Aster’s indie breakouts Hereditary (2018) or
Midsommar (2019). The unhurried pace dilutes the
intensity in portions. Nonetheless, it manages to
transport you to an unsettling, suftocating space
of distress as it merges horror with investigation.

Maika Monroe is excellent in a role that's
emotionally draining and demanding. The
scenes where she's breathing heavily trying to
find composure are well shot and well acted,
Nicolas Cage does freaky well and this is by far
his strangest roles.

Longlegs is immensely atmospheric and
disturbing. It isn't a commercial film though.
If vou are open to slow burn arty horror, it's
worth a watch,

— Renuka Vvavahare

Language: English (UA)

B When the White House decides the Apollo 11 mission is too crifical {o
risk foilure, a marketing expert is tasked with staging a fake moon
landing as a backup plan.

heart of Fly Me to the Moon lies in the dynamic between Kelly
v/ (Scarlett Johansson) and Cole (Channing Tatum). Kelly's
marketing tactics clash with Cole's rigid adherence to truth and
transparency, creating a push-and-pull that drives much of the film's
drama and comedy. Johansson’s Kelly is a master of manipulation,
skilfully conning politicians and public figures into supporting the
Apollo 11 mission. Her adeptness at adopting various accents and
personas to suit her needs showcases Johansson's range and adds a
layer of humour to her character.

L‘;et against the backdrop of the historic 1969 moon landing, the

(n the other hand, Tatum’s portrayal of Cole Davis 1s more sombre
and reserved. His character is deeply affected by the deaths of the
Apollo 1 astronauts, which adds a serious undertone to his dedication
to the Apollo 11 mission. Cole's internal struggle and his commitment
to honouring the memory of his fallen comrades create poignant
moments in the film. Despite his serious demeanour, Tatum injects
subtle comedic elements into his performance, particularly in his
Interactions with Johansson., Woody Harrelson shines as Moe Berkus,
the enigmatic operative whose blend of humour and menace makes
him a standout character: Harrelson’s performance is both entertaining
and unsettling, making Moe a believable threat who would stop at
nothing to ensure the mission’s success. His scenes often serve as a
reminder of the darker forces at play behind the seemingly glamorous
space race. Greg Berlanti’s direction is deft, balancing the film's
romantic and comedic elements with its more serious and dramatic
moments. The screenplay by Rose Gilroy cleverly weaves historical
facts with fiction, creating a fresh and nostalgic narrative.

However, Fly Me to the Moon suffers a few pacing issues. The third
act feels slightly drawn out as the various subplots vie for resolution.
The film's ambition to juggle multiple storyvlines sometimes leads to a
loss of focus, but strong performances from the cast help to keep the
audience engaged. Fly Me to the Moon is a witty and entertaining
romantic comedy that offers a unique take on the Apollo 11 mission.
Johansson and Tatum's chemistry, combined with standout performances
from Harrelson, make the film a delightful watch. While it may not be
entirely historically accurate, its blend of humour, romance, and drama
ensures that it is both engaging and thought-provoking. Berlanti and
Gilroy have created a film that pays homage to the past while providing
a fresh perspective on a well-known historical event.

— Neil Soans
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ways, sayving a policy change
resulted in increased height
of the reconstructed Gokhale
Bridge. “The fact-finding ex-
ercise was carried out to en-
sure that the civic body does
not face this Kind of a situa-
tion infuture. It ismeant to be
a learning exercise and not
meant to punish officials,”
said a BMC official.

After the misalignment
came to light, the BMC ap-
proached VJTIL which sub-
mitted a report stating that
the merger of the two bridges
was feasible without necessi-
tating Barfiwala flvover's
demolition. The assessment
was validated by experts
from IT-Bombay Dhaval
Shah of Andheri Lokhand-
wala Oshiwara Citizen's As-
sociation (LOCA), said,
“BMC officials were aware of
the height difference from
day one. Negligence should
be nipped in the bud. Correc-
tive action should be taken.”

TISS sets up
sustainability
panel, decides
to fill up posts

Mumbai: Tata Institute of So-
cial Sciences(TTSS)has formed
a sustainability committee to
draw up plans to improve the
institute’s financial health.

While TISS administration
is vet to officially hear from the
Tata Group on whether they
will continue to support the
programmes they had imitia-
ted, the sustainability panel
will draw up means to ensure
that its schools and program-
mes are self-sustaining.

Ten davs ago, TISS admini-
stration and Tata Education
Trust(TET)Yhad held ameeting
Inwhich it was decided that the
interest earned on the TET do-
nations would be currently
used to run the programmes
supported by it. But with nocla-
ritv on the long-term future of
these programmes and the peo-
ple associated with them, the
sustainability panel will have
to come upwith a plan. “We are
sympathetic towards the facul-
ty members and non-teaching
staff....” a senior TISS official
told TOI. To start, it has deci-
ded to to fill permanent posts
and itsad hoc faculty, including
thosethatareapartof some Ta-
ta programmes, can be absor-
bed in the permanent posts if
they meet the eligibility crite-
ria and clear the interview pro-
cess. “Many of these staffers
have an advantage over outsi-
ders. They know TISS, its cul-
ture, its ways of working and
have the expertise and excel-
lence that our programmes de-
mand,” said the official. “TISS
will continue with the TET-pro-
ject-based contractual staff,
while identifying permanent
staffing requirements as per
UGC-approved guidelines.”

TISS has 183 permanent tea-
ching posts and the other 108
positions are ad hoc, including
55 teaching and 60 non-tea-
ching staff who are a part of
the Tata-supported program-
mes, — Hemali Chhapia
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Pawar claims
MVA will bag
225 seats in

assembly poII

Prafulla.Marpakwar
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: More than a
month after his party tasted
muchsuccess inthe Lok Sab-
ha election, NCP (SP) presi-
dent Sharad Pawar said on
Thursday that in the assem-
bly polls the MVA would win
at least 225 of the 288 seats.

“In the 2019 Lok Sabha
election the opposition won
six seats, while in the June
2024 election the MVA won 31
out of 48 seats. Winds of
change are blowing. People
saw the Modi administra-
tion and have decided to
change it. The change was
possible owing to people’s
movement. [ am sure the
same trend will be reflected
in the assembly election too.
MVA will win 225 out of 288
seats,” hesaid,

Pawar was speaking af-
ter veteran Dalit politician
Sudhakar Bhalerao left the
BJP and joined the NCP (SP)
in the presence of NCP (SP)
state unit president Jayant
Patil, Supriya Sule and for-
mer minister RajeshTope.

Bhalerao was elected to
the assembly from Udgir re-
served seat in 2009 and 2014
on a BJP ticket but was deni-
ed nomination in 2019. NCP
candidate Sanjay Bansode
was elected from Udgir. Cur-
rently, Bansode is a cabinet
member in the Shinde govt.

There was no scope for
Bhalerao to get a nomina-
tion from Udgir as the seat
had been allotted to the NCP
led by Dy CM Ajit Pawar in
the Mahayuti, and he deci-
ded toquit the BJP

Besides Bhalerao, two
prominent politicians from
Marathwada, former union
minister Survakanta Patil
and Madhav Kinhalkar, quit
the BJP. Patil joined the NCP
(SP) while Kinhalkar, who
was a cabinet member for
more than a decade, is vet to
decideon his political future.

Pawar said that from Ud-
girand Deolali NCP candida-
tes Bansode and Saroj Ahire
had won in 20019 but later they
joined the rival group. “The
elected representatives be-
irayed their voters and deci-
ded to go in a different direc-
tion. People do not like this
kind of attitude,” he said.

‘Humiliated’ by
school staffer,
teen ends life

Thane: An office-bearer of
an educational institute has
been booked for the suicide
of al6-yvear-old boy, reported-
ly after feeling humiliated
when sent home on grounds
of discipline.

According to police, the
deceased was a class 11 stu-
dent at a junior college near
Kalyan. On Wednesday
morning, he and three other
students were sent home
over some indiscipline. He
died by suicide at his resi-
dence in Nilambali village,
Kalvan taluka. His family
members blamed the school
administration for the
death. They alleged that the
school should have informed
them about any misconduct.

The school administra-
tion refuted the allegations
and claimed that the de-
ceased and his companions
were warned about possible
suspension due to their ac-
tions and were sent home as
a disciplinary measure. For
assistance, contact the Mai-
tra helpline at 022-25385447

—Nishikant Karlikar

Couple belts kids,
films act; booked

Mumbai: A woman and her
husband were booked un-
der the Juvenile Justice Act
following a viral video clip
that showed the woman as-
saulting her twominorchil-
dren with a belt. The hus-
band had recorded the vid-
0. A complaint was lodged
on July 1, after a police team
tracked down the residence
of the couple and took the
children’s statements. Tun

Cop arrested for
abetting suicide

Thane: A constable at-
tached to a police station in
Mumbail and his mother
have been arrested for abet-
ting suicide of his wife and
for demanding dowry. A se-
nior police officer said the
womandied by suicidethree
months after her marriage.
A note was found blamed
her husband and his mother
for demanding Rs10 lakh for
anew property. Tnn

Parties guard legislators as
fear of cross-voting looms

Prafulla.Marpakwar
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: It will be a testing
time for both chief minister
Eknath Shinde-led Mahayuti
and Uddhav Thackeray-led
Maha Vikas Aghadi as there
are 12 nominees in fray for
11 seats in the legislative coun-
cil polls, and chances of cross-
votingare high.

Barring Sharad Pawar's
NCE all political parties have
put up their legislators in lead-
ing five-star hotels,

Late on Thurs, Uddhav ad-
dressed ameeting of Congress
legislators, while CM and
DCM Devendra Fadnavis also
held separate meeting with
their MLAs. All parties have
issues a whip for legislators.

For Fadnavis, after BJP's
humiliating defeat in the Lok
Sabha polls, securing victory
of all party nominees is criti-
cal. From the strength of polit-
ical parties in the legislative
assembly, it appears that bar-
ing five nominees of BJP and
one Congress nominees, can-

didates of Shiv Sena, UBT
ShivSenaand NCPwillhaveto
mobilise votes as it will be dif-
ficult to get their nominees-
govt elected on their own. BJP
has fielded Pankaja Munde,
Yogesh Tilekar, Parinay Fuke,
Sadanand Khot and Amit
Gorkhe, while Congress has
nominated Pradnva Satav
BJP's strength, along with the
support of independents, is
114, while Congress has 37

COUNCIL POLLS

members. Since the quota has
been fixed at 23, BJP nominees
will be elected on their own,
while Congress will have 14
surplus votes, Shiv Senahas 38
seats, and has put up two can-
didates — Bhavana Gawli and
Krupal Tumane — but it will
have to mobilise eight addi-
tional votes for the victory of
these two candidates. Ajit Pa-
war faction has put up two
nominees — Shivajirao Garje
and V N Vitekar —and has on-
ly 40 votes; NCP will have to
mobilise six additional votes.

Sena (UBT) has only 15 vot-
es and has nominated Uddh-
av'strusted aide Milind Narve-
kar, who will have to mobilise
eight additional votes. Con-
oress has assured support to
the candidature of Narwekar.
Meanwhile, Sharad Pawar-led
NCPE with 14 votes, has not put
up any nominee. It is support-
ing the candidature of PWP's
Jayant Patil, who has banking
on the support of Congress
and independents, including
MIM, BVA, SPand CPM.

At a time when barring
BJP and Congress, no other
political party has enough
strength to get all its members
elected, the moot question is
how the shortfall of votes will
be managed. In 2022 elections
to the legislative council,
though Congress had ade-
quate strength, official nomi-
nee¢ Chandrakant Handore
was defeated and Bhai Jagtap
was elected. The 2022 polls had
marked the beginning of the
downfall of MVA govt.

»EDIT: Cross Vote On Mind

TRAIN BLASTS’ SURVIVOR MOVES ON IN LIFE

Sanpay Hadkar

Suwium‘ of 11/7 serial train blasts Mahendra Pitale, shows his robotic hand to police personnel at Mahim
railway station on the 18th anniversary of the terror attack. The Mira Road resident, an artist, who visits
the blast site every year on this day, said the prosthetic arm made by a Polish company has five-finger move-
ment which allows him to perform a set of 16 daily actions which can be saved in the high-functioning arm

Uday Samant faces
breach of privilege
motion for ‘lying’

'ﬂhilhﬂf&.”i"ﬂﬂkﬂﬂl‘
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Shiv Sena (UBT)
MLC Anil Parab on Thurs-
day moved a breach of privi-
lege motion against Shiv Se-
na minister Uday Samant for
oiving false information to
the legislative council. Sa-
mant had claimed that Road-
ways Solutions Infra India
Limited (RSIIL), the compa-
ny that bagged the south
Mumbai road concreting
contract worth Rs 1,600 crore,
was blaclklisted, its contract
terminated, and a fine of Rs
64 crore realised. Parab said
in the council that Samant
was lving as RSIIL had not
been blacklisted and no fine
was recovered as the matter
1s under arbitration. Parab’s
breach of privilege motion
was backed by seven MVA
MLEE-

Samant’sclaimson RSIIL
were in reply to a calling at-
tention motion by BJP MLC
Prasad Lad. “These are lies.
How dare the minister lie be-
fore the House? This is noth-
ing but denigrating the sanc-
tity and authority of the
House,” Parab said in the
council. “Since an arbitrator
has been appointed, it means

the full fine won't be reco-
vered. So, I'm moving this
breach of privilege motion
against the minister. Those
officials who gave false infor-
mation must be suspended.”

Calling the road concret-
ing contract a scam, Parab
gaid, “It's been two years, but
no road has been completed.
They listed 300 roads, but
none isready”

Following a Bombay
High Court (HC) directive,
the BMC gaveafresh hearing
to RSIIL. In the speaking or-
der passed after the hearing,
the BMC terminated RSIIL's
contract and directed that
the company pay a penaltvof
Rs64 crore within a period of
30 days. Parab said the com-
pany must be blacklisted
across all state govt depart-
ments and not just in BMC
*unless owners are relatives
of the govt”,

Un Wednesday, Samant
said in the legislative coun-
cil, “The road concreting ten-
derswerefloated in two phas-
es... The remaining four com-
panies (five firms had won
the bids)delayed work and so
they have also been penal-
ised. I'm making it clear that
the companies’ owners are
not sons-in-law of the govt.”

HC relief for

~ Chinese let off
- in 2019 case of
gold smuggling

Mumbai: Unnecessary victi-
misation may “reflect in the
bilateral relations”, Bombay
high court said on Thursday;,
while ordering the author-
ities to issue exit permit to a
Chinese woman who was ac-
quitted in a gold smuggling
case vet could not leave India.
Article 21 of the Indian
Constitution, which guaran-
tees life and personal liberty,
isapplicable toforeign nation-
als too, Justice Prithviraj Cha-
van said, while ordering the
government to pay her Rs 10
lakh in compensation for ago-
ny and trauma she suffered.,
Cong Ling, a 38-vear-old
Chinese national, was arrest-
ed at Mumbai airport in 2019
on charges of smuggling gold
worth Rs 3 crore into the coun-
trv. In Oct 2023, she wasacquit-
ted by the trial court and was
upheld by the sessions court.
Thecourtalsodirected the Im-
migration Bureau toissue her
an exitpermit to leave India.
The permit was, however,
not issued as Customs said it
was in the process of filing an
appeal against her acquittal.
The high court noted in the or-
der that Customs has not filed
an appeal against her acquit-
tal wvet. The woman then
moved high court for relief. en

City girl shares AIR 3 with
Navi Mum boy in CA finals

Saachi.Patki@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Mumbai's Kiran
Rajendra Singh Manral (22)
and Navi Mumbai’s Ghilman
Saalim Ansari (22) have
shared the third position na-
tionally in the chartered ac-
countancy (CA) final exams
held in May this vear. Both
have scored 477 out of 600
marks. Twenty-two-year-old
Shivam Mishra and Varsha
Arora (25), both from Delhi,
have emerged as the first and
second rankers in the results
announced on Thursday, by
The Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India (ICATI).
This was the first attempt for
all four rank holders.

Ansari, from Vashi, who
completed his BCom from the
HR College, will be the first
CA in his family. He told TOI
he expected to secure a rank,

Both Kiran Manral and Ghilman
Ansari scored 477 out of 600

however, not this high. Dur-
ing his preparation, he said,
“I went all out, and gave it my
100%", Ansari plans to either
work for a firm or start his
own practice. A Real Madrid
fan, Ansari enjoys watching
football tounwind. Hisfather
15 a company secretary
Ghatkopar-resident Man-
ral, also a student from HR
College, said, "Theaimwasto
work hard and get an All-In-
dia Rank, but the third rank
was beyond expectation.”
Manrallives with hermother,

and her older sister, who isal-
s0 pursuing CA. She complet-
ed her industrial training
at an investment banking
firm. Currently, she is keen
on pursuing a career in fi-
nance. Manral said, “I love
reading books, but due to the
exam pressure, there was not
much time.”

Shivam Mishra, son of a
priest who graduated from
Delhi Universitv's School of
Open Learning, plans to con-
tinue working for a couple of
yvears, while simultaneously
pursuing UPSC oran MBA.

Of the 35,819 candidates
whoappeared for bothgroups
in the CA final exam, 19.9%
cleared it. The successrate of
group-1 is 27.35%, and for
group- 11 it is 36.35%. Conse-
quent to the results declared,
20,446 candidates have quali-
fied as CAs.

‘Mumbai houses 6 of 10 most

Tinmes News NETWORK

Mumbai: Six of the 10 most
valuable Indian real estate
companies are based in
Mumbai, which continues to
be the country’'s real estate
capital, according to the
GROHE-Hurun India Real
Estate 100 report released on
Thursday.

The cumulative wvalua-
tion of 33 Mumbai-based real
estate companies is over Rs
6.4 lakh crore followed by
Bengaluru with 15 compani-
es({Rs21lakh crore)and New
Delhi (14 companies with cu-
mulative wvaluation of Rs
87.460 crore).

Gurugram-based DLF
emerged asthe topreal estate
company with a valuation of
Rs= 2,02.140 crore, followed by
Mumbai's Macrotech Deve-
lopers (Lodha Group) with a
valuationof Rs1,36,730 crore.

Indian Hotels Company
(Taj Group), headquartered
in Mumbai, ranks third with
avaluation of Rs 79,150 crore.

“Among the top ten com-
panies, 60% are headquarte-
red in Mumbai, whiletwoare
based in Bengaluru and one
each in Gurugram and Ah-
medabad,” said the report.

With a valuation of Rs
77.280 crore, Godrej Properti-
es, a subsidiary of Godrej
Group, ranks fourth in the
2024 report.

Mumbai-based  Oberoi
Realty secured the fifth spot
with a valuation of Rs 66,200
crore while Prestige Group
from Bengaluru was ranked

valuable realty firms in India’

MORE $BN REALTY COS IN INDIA THAN CHIHA

> For the first time,
India has more billion-
dollar real estate
companies (36) than
China, up from seven,
SiX years ago

86% com companies ™™=

saw their value
increase—a cumulative [55
addition of #6.2L cr 3

» 18 of the top 100 are
led by professional
CEOs who do not hail
from founding families
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> 2024 GHDHE Hurun Indla Heai Estate
100 have a combined value of $171
billion (z14.2L cr), which is more than the
combined GDP of Oman and Sri Lanka

Worli leads charge in luxe home
market, accounts for 37% sales

Mumbai: The ‘Mumbai Luxury Housing H1 CY24' report re-
leased on Thursday said the significant surge in the sale of
luxury homes over Rs 10 crore in value “aligns with an ongo-
ing bullish trend in residential property sales overall”.

The primary luxury segment saw sales worth s 8,752 cro-
re—the second-best half-yearly sales value in the past five yve-
ars, just slightly below the high of the first half of 2023.

“The top 10 localities in Mumbai contributed 80% of the
total luxury housing sales value, with Worli leadingthe char-
ge, accounting for 37% of the overall luxury sales value. Go-
regaon East saw a remarkable 1,444 % increase in luxury ho-

me salesvalue,” it said.

“The 2,000 sq ft to 4,000 sq ft size segment emerged as the
largest contributor—this remains the sweet spot in terms of
size preferences for luxury homes priced above Rs 10 crore,”

sald the report. t™n

sixth with a valuation of Rs
63,980 crore.

Adani Realty, part of the
Adani Group (Ahmedabad),

ranks seventh with a valua-
tion of Rs 56,500 crore. The
Phoenix Mills and K Raheja
Corp, both from Mumbai, are

eighth and ninth on the list
while Embassy Office Parks
(Bengaluru) is ranked 10th.

“An impressive 86% of
the companies in this year's
list saw their values increa-
se, collectively adding Bs 6.2
lakh crore, showcasing the
robust growth and dynamic
recovery of the sector,” said
Anas Rahman Junaid, foun-
der and chief researcher, Hu-
runIndia.

Among the wealthiest In-
dian properity developers,
Rajiv Singh from DLF is the
richest with a wealth of Rs
1,24,420 crore, according to
the report 2024 GROHE-Hu-
run India Real Estate Rich.
Ranked second on this list is
Mangal Prabhat Lodha from
Macrotech Developers with
Rs 81,700 crore. Gautam Ada-
niand family from Adani Re-
alty are at the third spot with
Rs 56,500 crore,

Of thetoplDonthereales-
tate rich list, five are from
Bengaluru and four from
Mumbai. Vikas Oberoi, C L
Raheja and family, and Atul
Ruia (all from Mumbai) are
ranked fourth, fifth and sixth
ontherich list.

Having developed 340 mil-
lion square feet, DLF holds
the record for the largest squ-
are feet developed in the 2024
GROHE-Hurun India Real
Estate 100. Prestige Estates
Projects and Godrej Proper-
ties take the second and third
positions in residential pro-
perty development, having
developed 176 million and 151
million sq ft, respectively.
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Most Indian pet shops and breeders
illegal, not registered with state: PETA

Vijay.Singh
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: PETA India is
launching an awareness dri-
ve on cruel breeding of pet
dogs such as pugs that make
them have flat snouts, resul-
ting in them struggling to
breathe, In Mumbai, a giant
billboard will be displayed at
Marine Lines.

The organisation’s direc-
tor of veterinary services Dr
Mini Aravindansaid, "PETA

India urges everyone to turn
their noseupatthe cruel bre-
eding industry responsible
for pugs’ misery and adopt a
dog in need from an animal
shelter instead.”

Pugs and other breat-
hing-impaired breeds (BIB),
including French and Eng-
lish bulldogs, Pekingese,
Boston terriers, boxers, Ca-
valier King Charlesspaniels,
and Shih Tzus, suffer from
an agonising and sometimes
fatal condition called bra-

chycephalic syndrome,
which causes them to pant,
snort, wheeze, and struggle
just to breathe. It can make
chasinga ball, running, play-
ing,andevengoingforawalk
— the things that make dogs’
lives jovful — difficult. The
situation is so serious that a
number of countries, inclu-
ding Austria, Germany, the
Metherlands, and Norway,
have banned orare currently
working on amendments
which either ban or restrict

the breeding of some or all
BIBs, PETA hassaid.

PETA India said most pet
shops and breeders in the co-
untry are illegal as they
aren’t registered with the re-
levant state animal welfare
boards. Breeders and pet sto-
res typically deprive dogs of
proper veterinary care and
adequate food, exercise, af-
fection, and opportunities
for socialisation — in addi-
tion to fuelling the dog over-
population crisis, it said.
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A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO WORK WITH GOVERNMENT

Maharashtra

m Society

State Innovation

Up

Eknath Shinde
Chiel Minister

Get Government work order upto

N'd
¥

Sector-specific Jury

24 Winning Startups

Will get Government Work
Order upto Rs. 15 lakh each

* AgriTech and Allied
* EdTech and Skilling
e (GovTech (Technology in Governance) a
* Sustainability (Clean Energy, Water, =

& DPIIT recognized Startups across India

Benefits for Startups
S Top 100
o Startups will pitch to

Special access to Resources,
Mentorship and Investor Connects

Eligibility Criteria

& Deployment-ready Minimum Viable Product (MVP)

& Product / Services must be relevant to Government

& Should not be a wmner of previous Maharashtra
Startup Week editions

Startup Sectors

Waste Management & Circular Economy)

HealthTech and Allied

Emerging Technologies (Cybersecurity, Al, ML, loT etc)
Smart Infrastructure, Mobility & Logistics
Miscellaneous (Any Sector relevant to Government)

‘Maharashtra State Innovation Society
oyment, Entrepreneurship and Innovation, Government of Maharashtra




THE TIMES OF INDIA, MUMBAI
FRIDAY, JULY 12, 2024

TIMES INter:lgp wwm-

real estate

MUMBAI
PROPERTIES

OUTSIDE MUMBAI

HIGH POTENTIAL LAND/
OF 55 ACRES
along with Approximately
60000 sqft construction area

FoR SALE

Non-Agriculture Land situated
at Bhuvan Village, Mangaon
Taluka Raigad District. 84 km
distance from the Panvel
Railway station, 138 km from
Pune airport & approximately

143 km from Mumbai airport,

Interesting party may
be call or WhatsApp on

9810071587

Connecting People, Connecting Needs.

SOUTH MUMBAI |

CHEMBUR

VASAI

MAHALAXMITEMPLE 5o
Facing 2200 fully Furnished
Offiee Yery Prime location
Near to Mahalaxmi Station
contact BR2NA0ME.,

Cuffe Parade
Basant

2 Flats, 3 BHK -
1685 each
4 Parkings on

15" & 16" Floor
Unrestricted
Sea View
on Ownershp

MOTWANI BUILDERS
Mahesh: 98202 28584

READY Possession with

OC - Chembur - Spacious

2 BHE- 1151 sqitec]. S9cr
& 3 BHE - 1403 =gftie2.49¢cr,
Well done, Gym & Coversd
Car Park, Brokers Welcome.
Call 8169355208

PANVEL

MA. Plot/Sale/Wawanje/
villageNear/Taloja /Mide 300
Mtirs to 1000
Propozed Alibaugh Virar
Corridor 9820300051,

VILE PARLE EAST

4-BHE-2100 & DUPLEX 4200

Balconles facing Pawan Hans
Basement parking / amenities
surrounded by greenery views
Paresh & BOTRINII0/ITTH 100

EDUCATION FORUM

University of Mumbai
Jamnalal Bajaj Institute of

o=

nﬂm

Management Studies (Autonomous) JE“

ADMISSION NOTICE (2024-2025)

COURSES OFFERED

Two Year Full-Time Master Degree Programme
+ Master of Science in Finance (M. Sc. Finance) Batch Size of 40
+ Master In Human Resource Development (M.H.R.D.) Batch Size of 30

COURSES HIGHLIGHTS

Located in the
Financial capital
ol India

strong
Alumini
Netwaork

CONTACT
INFORMATION

|
[
|
_I
|
|
I
|

@ Contact us:
9326234746

. Good Industry
@ Interaction
Stalwarl Faculties
[aal :

From Industry
and academia

Impeccable
Placement
Record

Extensive Curriculum
Benchmarked with
Industry Standards

Email us:
mscfinanceadmissions@jbims.edu
mhrdadmissions@jbims.edu

For online application forms: visit www.jbims.edu
\®,) Address: 164 DN House, Backbay Reciamation, Ghurchgate, Mumbai-400020

£¥)

LAST DAY TO APPLY : 26™ JULY 2024

TIMES Inter

¥ amea g Prvpie, Lonse e S

———

Camper / Vanity Van For Sale

Vg

Whig ke

Enquiries connect on

8424300137

We are looking for Experienced STATE MANAGER | AREA SALES MANAGERS

. ¥ No Killing
{ ¥ No Trapping
5 No Poisoni

For Distributor/Pest Control Operator

For VVIP / Celebrities
(Lounge,
Bedroom,

Washroom, TVS,
Kitchenette)

Privately
Owned,
MH (Mumbai)
Registration,
DC Developed

RAHLUL

hclfvon

Director
JBIMS

-

- ~
TO

ADVERTISE
IN THIS
SECTION
CALL
JITESH
DOMINIC:
9867407521

Mtrs Near

SUNSHINE

*ENCLAYE -
(VASAI EAST)

BIG SPACIOUS FLATS

31.31 LACS

Em:
AT

N PRE-EMI
@ +91 5444490801 | +91 PEFFRLOIBE
P

M
TILL FITQUTS
. FAHRERRA, W PERIMIE

GOA
PROPERTIES

FOR SALE

FOR Sale in Goa Commer-
cial MA Plot 1000 & 1500 Sq,
Mtr, with Boundary on High-
way Nr. Mopa Airport Road

Vinod BTE3T44555/ TEETE19647

MAHARASHTRA

8BHK For Sale. 1627 SgFt Cpt
Ownership Pil Court Bldg
Front Facing Nice View Higher
Floor, Churchgate, 2 Car
Parkings 38213276307 83059340058

LOANS

FINANCE
Property, Builder and
Developer, Industrial Estate
and Project Finance.

Contacl - 999980974,

(JINDAL |
| FINANCE |:

i Call us at: 1

against only

8755499762

1 8006681833

: 5 LAKHS to 1500 Cr All

« types of Loan Available no -

» Clbil reguired, Instant
* loan, 4% P.A. Agent
« Welcome.

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

SITUATION

VACANT

ACCOUNTS

]

ACCOUNTS &
FINANCE

Bajaj Planet Protex
Murnbai

For Retail / General Enguiries
connect on

8693860137

X APPROVED
Global Awemal Test Policy

BUY ON

amazon [m]Rfe;

INTEREST CANDIATE CAR SEAGE THES C4 O
infoi@hajajptanet com

REQUIRED cCommerce

Fresher for Post of Finance

Executive for C.A, firm in

hahim. Contact: S3605H30M)

ADMINISTRATION

OFFICE ASSISTANTS

REQUIRED M F Graduate
experienced Office Assistant &
Marketing for a Private

Limited company in Fort

Contact; 95929210521

OTHER VACANCIES

PART TIME JOBS

GOLDEN Opportunity for
Retired/VES/Hse Wives/Fin
[zt Use your Contacts to earn
Good Income in free time.Ph

Sa6045582 ¢ 98204 36216

TECHNICAL

ENGINEERS

REQUIRED ¢ivil engineers

pxperience in structural
repair and waterproofing

field for a reputed company
in Thane having min experi-

ence of 06 vears. Contact
B324569585 / 93T72020436.

TRAVEL TIMES

HOLIDAYING TOWGETHER

06 NIGHTS / 07 DAYS

Date: 13 Aug
INR 1,99,750/- PP

e e

INE E M) 9320188563 / 9820288563  FOR FRANCHISE

WONDERS OF EUROPE | 12 DAYS | % 2,39,750/-

" GLIMPSES OF EUROPE | 08 DAYS | % 1,74,750/-

&

g;_ :

DATE: AUG - 26 / SEP - 13 / OCT - 13

VIETNAM CAMBODIA | 11 DAYS | X 1,64,750/-
DATE: AUG - 06, 20 / SEP - 10, 14

MAIJESTIC AUSTRALIA | 08 DAYS | X 2,24,750/-

DATE: AUG-11/SEP-11/0CT-11

AUSTRALIA WITH NEW ZEALAND | 15 DAYS
% 3,99,750/- | DATE: AUG - 04 / SEP - 05

SINGAPORE MALAYSIA | 07 DAYS | X 1,19,750/-

DATE: AUG-11 /SEP-12 / OCT - 14

AMAZING KOREA | 07 DAYS | X 1,79,750/-

DATE: AUG - 13,

19 /SEP-13

DATE: SEP-11 /OCT-11 /DEC-11

022-62467777

SPLENDID EUROPE | 11 DAYS | % 2,29,750/-
DATE: AUG - 07, 26 / SEP -12 / OCT - 15

MAJESTIC EUROPE | 07 DAYS | % 1,74,750/-
DATE: AUG - 09, 28 / SEP - 14 / OCT - 17

8976926235

personal

[CHANGE OF NAME |

I Have Changed My Name
From Marender Singh
Eushwah To Narendra Singh
Kushwah As Per Document,
For All Future Purposes

I, Sonal Anil Yadav, daughter
of Anil Shyamraj Yadawv,
resident of K-3/701, Happy
Home Complex, Shantl Park
Mira Road Easi, Thane,
FPim:401 107, Maharashira, India.
and presently residing at 6712
Opera Glass Crescent,
Mississauga, Ontario, LSWIRT
do hereby change my name
from Sonal Anil Yadav to Sonal
Chirag Patel, with immediate
effect.

I, Manjula Bai spouse of
00308 Ex Sep (Late) Mahadey
Eadam resident of Vill- Fauji
AmbawadeiPartewadi), I"0-
Fauji Ambawade, Teh- Mahad
Dist- Raigad, State-
Maharashira PIMN- 402307 have
changed myv name from
Manjula Bai to Manjula
Mahadev Kadam and 18 Feb
1948 to 01 Mov 1948 vide
affidavwvit N o
2452041851 268600221336 cdated 11
Jul X4,

I, Bharati atmaram gawade.
Wio Vidvanand atmaram
sawant K/o Deen building
rooim ng. 18, MLM. Joshi marg,
Delizgle road, Mumbai - 400011
have changed my name to
Vibha vidvanand sawant for all
future purposes,

der &

| NOTICES |

MARRIAGE notice
No.DUBASCons/ 434/ MR/ 2024-
(42y ME. PRATIE HARESH
HARDE S5/ HARDE HARESH
CHAMPAKLAL RESIDENT
OF 502 PADMAVATI PALACE,
191 NANDAPATEAR ROAD
VILE PARLE EAST, MUMBAI
PIM - 400057, MAHARASHTREA.
INIMA, PRESENT ADDRESS -
2603 GREEN LAKE TOWER 51
CLUSTER §, JLT. DUBAIL
UAE. AND MISS SAKSHI
EAMCHANDRA SHETTY
DAUGHTER O F
RAMCHANDRA ISHWAR
SHETTY RESIDENT OF - C-
302, MILAP COMPLEX, P&T
COLONY, GANDHI NAGAR.
DOMEBIVALI EAST,. THANE
PIN 421204, MAHARASHTRA
INDIA. PRESENT ADDRESS -
2603 GREEN LAEKES TOWER
51, CLUSTER S, JLT, DUBAI
UAE. ABOVE MENTION
[INDIAN NATIONALS ARE
FREESENTLY RESIDDING IN
THE UAE HAVE GIVEN
MOTICE OF INTENDED
MARRIAGE BETWEEN THEM
UNDER THE FOREIGH
MARRIAGES ACUT, 1969, IF
ANYONE HAS ANY
OBJECTION TO THE
FROPOSED MARRIAGE,
HE/SHE SHOULD FILE THE
SAME WITH UNDERSIGNED
ACCORDING TO THE
FPROCEDURE LAID DOWN
UNDER THE ACT/RULES
WITHIN THIRTY DAYS FEOM
THE DATE OF PUBLICATION
OF THIS NOTICE ON EMAIL
consl.dubaleemea.gov.in.
consd.dubal@mes.goyv.in

| TENDERS |

@ Union Eﬂﬂﬁ

Stressed Assel Management, Gendral Ofice
Ho 235, Vidhan Bhavan Marg,
Nariman Poind, Mumnbai-400 021

EXPRESSION OF
INTEREST
Union Bank of India invites
expression of interest from
eligible ARCs/BANKs/NBFCs/
Fis/AlFs for sale of NPAs to
them on ongoing basis.
Detailed Reguest For Bid
(RFB) with list of accounts
can be had from website of
our Bank www.unionbank
ofindia.co.in,

Chief General Manager

(SAM)

e-Tender offer for
salvage of Impact

Damage Excavator
@ Ambernath, MH

Online eTender is available
on www.prosal.in
for material of M/fs. Shree
Construction and Company
from interested buyers for
disposal of Impact Damaged
Excavator (Model NO:;
VOLVO EC 380DL Hydraulic
Excavator) on “AS IS WHERE
IS BASIS” lying at Shree
Construction and Company,
Vadodara-Mumbai
Expressway PKG-17, NHAI
Tunnel Project,

Vill: Bendshil, P.O. Chamtoli,
Tehsil: Ambernath, Dist:
Thane, PIN : 421503,
Buyers would be able to bid
{multiple times) on last day
of eTender. Refer terms &
conditions mentioned on
www.prosal.in
Salvage can be inspected from
12" July to 18" July 2024
between 10 AM to 5 PM
with prior appointment
with Mr. Nitin Patil,
Mobile: 99229 61090

eTender bidding will be
enabled on19" July 2024
0200 to 03:00 pm.
Address where DD to be sent:
402, Centre Point, ] B Nagar,
Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri
(East), Mumbai 400 059
Ph. (022) 40503000
{Rohan Hamugaﬁei

INDIRA GANDHI
INSTITUTE OF
DEVELOPMENT
RESEARCH
(Deemed to be University)
Gen A K. Vaidya Marg,
Film City Road, Mumbai-400065

@

=T

Logon to: ads.timesgroup.com
or Call: 18001205474 (Toll Free)

Notice
Inviting Tender
Tender bids are invited from
gualified vendors for the
below-mentioned services at
Indira Gandhi Institute of

Development Research.

Name of Service ;

(1) Extension of the last date
for Group Term Insurance
Policy for Employees of the
IGIDR.

Last Date: 22.07.24 EOD

PUBLIC INVITATION FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR

or letter latest by 20.07.2024.

Invitation is hereby given to the Public by AJR INFRA AND TOLLING
LIMITED (AJRITL) for sale of its majorty stakes in company which
is undertaking construction and implementation of “Hydro Power
Project” having generation capacity above 60 MW on BOOT basis.

The transfer of stakes shall be as a going concern on "as is where
15, a5 is what is, whatever there is and without recourse basis”.

Interasted parties may submit their expression of interest by email

For all Inquiries and Information, Contact:
SRINIVASU CHAGANTI
Office:- I Floor, Plot No. 3/8, Hamilton House,
J.N. Heredia Marg, Ballard Estate, Mumbai - 400038,
Tel No. 022 67487241/9676446786
Email: srinivasu.chaganticaajrinfra.in
AJRITL reserves its right to amend the deadiines from thee Pubiic Invization.

(2) Annual contract for
providing services for
manitoring of CCTV cameras
atIGIDR.

Last Date : 01.08.24 EOD

For further details & downioad
the tender document, visit our
w € b s |I'1T & :
www.igidr.ac.in/tenders/.

IGIDR reserves the right to
accept or reject any proposals
without assigning any reasons

| PUBLIC NOTICE

S.L. RAHEJA

HirEFITAL

A Vi Fortis ASSOCIATE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Maotice is given undar section 20-Aof
the Indian Medical Councll
(Professional Conduct Etiquette and
Ethics) regulation 2002 that the
chnical records of inpatents from
January 2016 to December 2016
and the histopafhciogy sbdes and
blocks along with fhe redevant test
requisifion forms and other papers
for the cases reported between
January 2013 to December 2013
al S.L. Reheja Hospital - A Fortis
Associate will be discarded as
per protocol.

Patient, ralatives, or othars degiring
a copy of the clnical reconds should
contact the Medical Records
Depariment of the hospital on (22«
6652 9900, ext. 9630 between
10,00 a.m. and 04.00 p.m. and for
hisiopalhology slides & blocks
should confact the Histopath
department on Ext. 9693 between
10.00 a.m. and 04.00 p.m, The
Patient ! relatives can give a written
request on or before August 16,
2024, after which no medical
records, shdes, and blocks raferred
to above shall be made available.

Flace: Mumbai
Date: 127 July 2024

NOTICE

Trent Limited
Registered Office: Trent
House, G Block, Plot No € - 60,
Beside Citibank, Bandra Kurla
Complex, Bandra (East),
Mumbai 51,

MNOTICE iz hereby given that
the certiicates for the
undermentioned securities of
the Company have been
lost/mislaid and the holders of
the said securities have
applied to the Company to
release the new certificates.
The Company has informed
the holders/applicants that
the said shares have been
transferred to IEPF as per |EPF
Rules.

Any person who has a claim in
respect of the said securities
should lodge such daim with
the Company at its Registered
Office within 15 days from this
date, else the Company will
proceed to release the new
certificates to the
holders/applicants,  without
further intimation.
Mames of holder and

Jjoint holder:

Sushma Gupta /

Pawan Kumar Gupta

Kind of Securities and

face value:

Equity shares of face value
Rs. 1 each

No. of securities: 120
Distinctive Numbers:
987191-987310

Place: Mumbai, Maharashtra
Date: 12th July, 2024
Names of holders /
Applicants:

Sushma Gupta/

Pawan Kumar Gupta

NOTICE: Shri. Babubhai
Chotalal Gandhi, 3 member
of the Aditvaman Co-
operative Housing Society
Ltd. having addrezs at
Kantinagar, J. B. Nagar,
Andheri East, Mumbai -
4000549, and holding Flat No
15, in the building of the
society, died on 15.11.19%2
without making any
nomination. Shri. Jignesh
Ashok Shah, Shri. Anil
Habubhai Gandhi and Shri.
Yogesh Babubhai Gandhi,
lepal heirs of deceased
member have made an
application for membership
to the society, The society
hereby Invites elaims or
ohjections from the heir or
heirs or other claimants/
objectors 1o the transfer of
the zaid shares and interest
af the deceased member
within a period of 15 davs
from the publication of this
nofice, with coples of such
documents and other proofs
in suppart of his/her / their
claims 7 obhjections for
tranzfer of shares and
interest of the deceased
member in the capitals
property of the society, If
no claims/objections are
received within the period
prescribed above, the
society shall be free to deal
with the shares and
interest of the deceased
member in such manner as
is provided under the bye-
laws of the society, Place:
Mumbai Date: 12072024
For and on behalf of
Aditvaman Co-op, Housing
Society Lid. Sd4/- Hon.
aecretary

PUBLIC NOTICE

MNOTICE is hereby given
on behalf of my client that |
am investigating the title of
Mis. Sweety Developers,
having their place of
business at Nagrea Building
Mo. 2, Hasnabad Lane,
Santacruz (West), Mumbai
400054 to tha property more
particularly describad in the
Schedule hersunder written
(“the said Property”). By
Deed of Conveyance dated
02/05/2011 (registered with
the office of the Sub-
Registrar of Assurances at
Andheri No. 2 under Regd.
No. BDR-4/4345 of 2011),
Mis. Sweely Developers
have purchased and
acquired ownership rights,
fitle and interasts in the said
Property from Mfs,
Evargrean Infrastructures.
Mis. Sweety Developers
have been in possession of
the said Property from the
date of execution of above
Deed of Conveyvance. Mis.
aweely Developers have
agreed to sell, transfer,
convey assure and assign
the said Property to my client
free from all encumbrances,
charges, liens, mortgages,
elc.

Any person(s) ! entity/
entities including inter alia
any Individual, hindu
undivided family, company,
bank(s), financial
institution(s), non-banking
financial institution(s), limited
liability partnership, a firm, an
associalion of persons, trust
or body of individuals,
whether incorporated or not,
lenders andl/or creditors
having any claim, demand,
rght, title, share, interast or
charge of any nature in
respecl of the said Property
or any part or portion thereof
whether by way of
inheritance, begueath,
maintenance, succession
share, sale, transfer,
assignment. exchange,
mortgage, encumbrance,
lease, sub-lease, lenancy,
sub-tenancy, leave and
license, allotment, Hcense,
covenanl, development
rights, trust, lien, charge,
encumbrance, gift. trust,
possession, occupation,
pledge, guaraniee,
easement, right of way,
loans, advances, agreement,
contract, memorandum of
understanding, family
arrangemeant/settiement, lis-
pendens, injunction or any
attachment, or under any
decree, order or award of any
Court of Law, Tribunal,
Revenue or Statutory
Authority or arbitration, nght
of prescription or pre-
empiion or reservation or any
liability or commitment or
demand of any nature
whatsoever or otherwise
howsoever are hereby
requirad to inform the same
in writing to the undersigned
having his office at Shop No.
17, Jai Punit Nagar Co-
operative Housing Sociely
Lid., Opp. Indian Oil Petrof
Pump, 5. V. Road, Borivali
(West), Mumbai 400092
within 14 (Fourteen) days
from the date of publication
of this notice of his‘herthairit
claim, f any, with all
supporting original
documenis evidencing the
same, failing which such
claim and the claim, If any, of
such person or persons shall
be considerad to have been
waived, released,
ralinguished and/for
abandoned.

SCHEDULE
{Description of the
"said Property™)
All that piece or parcel of land
or ground bearing C.T.5. No.
68 (part) admeasuring 2200
=q. meters or thereabouts of
Village Majas, Taluka
Andheri, Mumbai Suburban
District in the Registration
District and Sub-District of
Mumbai City and Mumbai
Suburban, sitluated at
Francis Wadi, Jogeshwari
(East), Mumbai 400060
together with all the
structures and dwallings
standing thereon and
bounded as follows:
On or towards the East :
Western Express Highway,
On or towards the West:
MNala;
On or towards the North
: C.T.5, No. 48

(Bandrekarwadi); and

On or towards the South:
C.T.5. No. 54, 58, 59, 60

elc.
Sdf-
JANU V. GULATI,
Advocate and Solicitor,
Mobile Mo, (+31) 3619435557

Place: Mumbail
Diate | 12072024

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given
on behalf of my client that |
am investigating the fitle
of Mis. Evergreen
Infrastructures, having
their place of business at
Shop No. 12. Minar Tower,
Off. 5. V. Road, Jogeshwari
(West), Mumbai 400102
(hereinafler referred to as
the “Owner”) o the
proparty more particularly
described in the Schedule
hereunder written (“the
Property™). By Deed of
Conveyance dated
IMN22007 (regd. under Sr.
BDR-4/5312 of 2008) and
Deed of Conveyance dated
311272007 (regd. under Sr.
BDR-4/5313 of 2008), the
Owner has purchased and
acquired ownership nghts,
title and interests in the
Property. The COwners has
been in possession of the
Property from the date of
execulion of the above two
deeds of conveyance. The
Owner has agreed to sell,
transfer, assign, assure and
convey the Property to my
client free from all
encumbrances, charges,
liens, mortgages, elc.

Any person(s) [ entity/
antities including inter alia
any individual, hindu
undivided family, company,
bank{s), financial
institution(s), non-banking
financial institution(s),
limited liability partnership, a
firm, an association of
persons, trust or body of
individuals, whether
incorporated or not, lenders
andfor creditors having any
claim, demand, right, ltle,
share, interest or charge of
any nature in respect of the
Property or any part or
partion thereof whether by
way of inheritance,
bequeath, mainfenance,
SUCCESSIoN share, =ale,
transfer, assignment,
exchange, morigage,
encumbrance, lease, sub-
lease, tenancy, sub-
tenancy, leave and license,
allotment, license,
covenant, development
rights, trust, lien, charge,
encumbrance, gift, trust,
pPOSS@ssion, occupation,
pledge, guarantee,
easement, right of way,
loans, advances,
agreement, contract,
memorandum of
understanding, family
arrangement! settlement,
lizs-pendens, injunction or
any atlachment, or under
any decree, order or award
of any Court of Law,
Tribunal, Revenue or
Statutory Authorily or
arbitration, right of
prescrption or pre-emption
or reservation or any liability
or commitment or demand
of any nature whatsoever or
otherwise howsoever are
hereby required to inform
the same in writing to the
undersigned having his
office at Shop No. 17, Jai
Punit Magar Co-operative
Housing Society Ltd., Opp.
Indian Oil Petrol Pump, 5. V.
Road, Borivali (West),
Mumbai 400092 within 14
(Fourteen) days from the
date of publication of this
notice of his/her/their/it
claim, If any, with all
supporting original
documents evidencing the
same, failing which such
claim and the claim, ifany, of
such person oOr persons
shall be considered to have
been waived, released,
relinquished and/or
abandoned.

SCHEDULE
(Description of the
"Property")

All that piece or parcel of
land or ground bearing
C.T.-5. No. 68 (part)
admeasunng 1721140 =q.
meters or thereabouts of
Village Majas, Taluka
Andheri, Mumbai Suburban
District in the Registration
District and Sub-District of
Mumbai City and Mumbai
Suburban, situated at
Francis Wadi, Jogeshwari
(East), Mumbai 400060
togethar with all the
structures and dwellings
standing thereon and
bounded as follows:

On or towards the East:
Western Express Highway;
On or towards the West:
MNala,

On or towards the North:
C.T.5. No. 49
{Bandrekarwadi); and
On or towards the South:
C.T.5. No. 54, 58, 59, 60
elc.

Sd/-
JANU V. GULATI,

Advocate and Solicitor,
Maobile No. (+91) 9619435557

Place: Mumbal
Diate : 120072024

T‘Fv ﬂlr;.i'm sanding monay, incurring any expenses, acting on
medical recommendalions or entering inlo any
commitment in relation o any adverisement
published in this publication, The Times OF India

Group doasnt vouch for any claims made by the
Advertisars of products and services, Thae Printer,
Publisher, Editor, and Owners of The Times Of India
Group publications shall not be held liable for any
consequences, in the evenl such claims are nol
honourad by the Advertisers

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given
on behalf of my client that |
am investigating tha title of
M/s. Mina Enterprises,
having their place of
business at 81, Sarang
Street, Mumbai 400003
{hereinafter referred to as
the “Owner") to the property
more particularly described
in the Schedule hereunder
written (“the said
Property"). By Deed of
Conveyance dated
311212007 read with Deed
of Confirmation dated
08/08/2008 (regd. under Sr.
BDR-4/6861 of 2008), the
Owner has purchased and
acquired ownership rights,
title and interests in the
Property from Evergresn
Infrastructures, The Owner
has been in possession of
the FProperty from the date of
execution of the above deed
of conveyance. The Owner
has agreed to sell, transfer,
assign, assure and convey
the said Property to my
client free from all
encumbrances, charges,
liens, mortgages, etc.

Any person(s) [ entity
entities including inter alia
any individual, hindu
undivided family, company,
bank{s), financial
institufion{s). non-banking
financial institution(s),
limited liability partnership, a
firm, an association of
persons, trust or body of
individuals, whether
incorporated or not, lenders
and'/or creditors having any
claim, demand, right, ttle,
share, Interest or charge of
any nature in respect of the
said Property or any part or
portion thereof whether by
way of inheritance,
bequeath, maintenance,
succession  share, sale,
iransfer, assignment,
exchange, mortgage,
encumbrance, lease, sub-
lease, tenancy, sub-
tenancy, leave and license,
allotment, license, covenant,
development rights, trust,
lien, charge, encumbrance,
gift, trusf, possession,
occupation, plaage,
guarantee, easement, right
of way, loans, advances,
agreement, contract,
memorandum of
understanding, family
arrangement! settlement,
lis-pendens, injunction or
any attachment, or under
any decree, order or award
of any Court of Law,

Tribunal, Revenue or
Statutory  Authority  or
arbitration, right of

prescription or pre-amption
or reservation or any liability
or commilment or demand of
any nature whatsoever or
otherwise howsoever are
hershy required to inform
the same in writing to the
undersigned having his
office at Shop No. 17, Jai
Punit Nagar Co-operative
Housing Society Lid., Opp.
Indian Oil Petrol Pump, 5. V.
Road, Borivali (West),
Mumbai 400092 within 14
(Fourtean) days from the
date of publication of this
notice. of his/her/their/il
claim, if any, with all
supporting ariginal
documents evidencing the
same, failing which such
claim and the claim, if any, of
such person or persons shall
be considered lo have been
waived, released,
ralinquished and/or
abandoned.

{Description of the
"said Property"™)

All that piece or parcel of
land or ground bearing
Survey MNo. 5, Hissa No. 1;
Survey MNo. 8, Hissa No, 2,
Survey Mo, © Hissa No. 4,
Survey No. 7 Hissa No. 1,
Survey Mo. B Hissa No. 2,
Survey No. 9 Hissa No. 1, 4
and 3; Survey Mo. 11 Hissa
No. 3 and bearing
corresponding C.T.5. No. 68
{part) admeasuring 3030.20
s0. melers or thereabouts of
Village Majas, Taluka
Andher, Mumbal Suburban
District in the Registration
District and Sub-District of
Mumbai City and Mumbai
Suburban, situated at
Francis Wadi, Jogeshwari
{East), Mumbai 400060
together with all the
struclures and dwellings
standing thereon and
bounded as follows:

On or towards the East.
Western Express Highway;
On or towards the West,
C.T.5. No, 68 (part);
On or towards the North:
C.T.S. No. 68 (part); and
On or towards the South;
C.T.5. No. 68 (part).

Sd/-
JANU V. GULATI,

Advocate and Solicitor,
Mobile No. (+91) 9619435557

Place: Mumbai
Date : 12/0712024

T0

ADVERTISE

IN THIS

SECTION

CALL

JITESH

9867407521

| PUBLIC NOTICE |

NOTICE is hereby given
on behalf of my client that |
am investigating the title of
Mis. Sweety Developers,
having their place of
business at Magree Building
Mo. 2, Hasnabad Lane,
Santacruz (West), Mumbai
400054 to the property more
particularly described in the
Schedule hereunder written
(“the said Property"). By
Sale Certificate dated
19/04/2007 (regd. under Sr.
BDR-1/3435 of 2007), M/s,
Sweety Developers have
purchased and acquired
ownership nghts, title and
interests in the Property.
M/s. Sweety Developers
have been in possession of
the said Property from the
date of execution of above
Sale Certificate. M/s,
Sweety Developers have
agreed to sell, transfer,
convey, assure and assign
the said Property to my
client free from all
encumbrances, charges,
liens, mortgages, etc.

Any personis) / entity/
enfities including inter alia
any individual. hindu
undivided family, company,
banki{s), financial
institution(s), non-banking
financial institution(s),
limited liability partnership. a
firm, an association of
persons, trust or body of
individuals, whether
incorporated or not, lenders
and/or creditors having any
claim, demand, nght, title,
share, interest or charge of
any nature in respect of the
said Property or any part or
portion thereof whether by
way of inheritance,
bequeath, maintenance,
succession share, sale,
transfer, assignment,
exchange, mortgage,
encumbrance, lease, sub-
lease, tenancy, sub-
tenancy, leave and license,
allotment, license,
covenant, development
rights, trusl, lien, charge,
encumbrance, gift, trust,
possession, occupation,
pledge. guarantee,
easement, right of way,
loans, advances,
agreement, cantract,
memorandum af
understanding, family
arrangement/ settlement,
lis-pendens, injunction or
any attachment, or under
any decree, order or award
of any Court of Law,
Tribunal, Revenue or
Statutory Authority or
arbitration, right af
prescription or pre-emption
or reservalion or any liability
or commitment or demand
of any natlure whatsoever or
otherwise howsoever are
haraby required to inform
the same in writing o the
undersigned having his
office at Shop No. 17, Jai
Punit Magar Co-operative
Housing Society Lid., Opp.
Indian Oil Petrol Pump, S. V.
Road, Borivali (Weslt),
Mumbai 400092 within 14
(Fourteen) days from the
date of publication of this
notice of his/her/theirfit
claim, if any, with all
supporting original
documents evidencing the
same, failing which such
claim and the claim, if any, of
such person or persons
shall be considerad lo have
been waived, released,
relinquished andfor
abandonead

SCHEDULE

(Description of the
"said Property”)

All that piece or parcel of
land or ground bearing
Survey No, 6, Hissa No. 3;
Survey Mo, B, Hissa No. 1;
Survey No. 9 Hissa No. 2
(part) and bearing
corresponding C.T.5. No.
53, 531 to T, 54, 55, 55/1 o
5, 56, 57, 571 1o 7, 58, 58M
o 3, 59, 59/1 1o 5, 60, 601
o 9, 61, 6111 to 5, 62, 621
o5, 63, 63/1, 64, 64/1, 6442,
685, 651 to 7, 66, 861 o 7,
67, 67/1 to 4 admeasuring
9002 sqg. meters or
thereabouts of Village
Majas, Taluka Andheri,
Mumbai Suburban District in
the Reglistration District and
Sub-District of Mumbai City
and Mumbal Suburban,
situated at Jogeshwari
(East), Mumbai 400060
together with all the
structures and dwellings
standing thereon and
houndad as follows:
On or towards the East:
Western Express Highway;
On or towards the West:
C.T.S. No, 68 (parl);
On or towards the North:
C.T.S. No. 68 (part);, and
On or towards the South:
C.T.5. No. 68 (part)

Sdf-

JANU V. GULATI,
Advocate and Solicitor,
Mobile No. (+91) 9619435557

Place: Mumhbai
Date - 120712024

More
mvesinter Jas
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Teacher spends ‘hrs on phone’, suspended

n assistant teacher at a govt school in Sambhal was suspended

after a surprise check by the district magistrate Rajendra
Pansiya on Wednesday revealed he had been spending * hours on
his mobile phone during school time and not checking students’
notebooks correctly”, reports Sandeep Rai.

According to the officials, Pansiya found the teacher, Priyam
Goel, holding a phone and playing games. Speaking to TOI, the DM
said, | asked if he was regularly using the ‘Diksha’ and ‘Read Alo-
ng' apps prescribed by govt for ease of learning. When | did not get
a satisfactory answer, | asked for the hourly details and found that
the teacher was using the phone during school time.” He added: "I
then began checking the copies of students and found glaring mi-
stakes, The tutor had ticked all the answers right without even co-
rrecting the mistakes. This was a gross dereliction of duty.” Despite
several attempts, Goel could not be reached for comments.

TOI
4 states

produce 60%
of honey

= 111 1L

].7-1%

Uttar Pradesh

16.2%

West Bengal

By Atul Thakur

Source: NHB's Second
Advance Estimate (2023-24)
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Bihar

14.1%

Punjab

After PM’s Russia trip, US says

Tisaes News METWORK

' ;’Iule India’s strate-

\f& gic autonomy was

' said to have been
exemplified by PM Narendra
Modi's visit to Russia, US am-
bassador to India Eric Gar-
cetti has warned against tak-
ing the India-US relationship
for granted, sayingthereisno
such thing asstrategic auton-
omy intimes of conflict.

Garcetti's remarks fol-
lowed repeated commenis by
the State Department, even
while Modi was in Moscow,
expressing concernsabout In-

* Relatedreport, P16

EAM CALLS FOR NEW ENERGIES AS BIMSTEC

NATIONS DISCUSS TRADE, CONNECTIVITY | 20

don’t take our ties for granted

No Such Thing As Strategic Autonomy In Times Of Conflict: Envoy

Reuters

THE HUG THAT SPARKED AN OUTRAGE

Russia not a good
bet, warns Sullivan

SNSA Jake Sullivanon

Thursday said, “We've
made clearto every country,
including India, thata beton
Russia as a long-term, reliable
partnerisnot agood bet.”
Moscow would side with
Beijing over New Delhiin case
of a conflict between the two
Asian giants, he added. But he
acknowledged that countries
like India have a histaric
relationship with Russia and
it’s not going to change
dramatically overnight. em

dia’s ties with Russia.

Speaking at a conference
a day after Modi's visit to
Russia and Austria coneclud-
ed, Garcetti said he knew In-
dia and he respected that In-
dialikes its strategic autono-
my, but in times of conflict,
there isnosuch thing as stra-
tegic autonomy.

“We will in crisis mo-
ments need to know each oth-
er. I don't care what title we
put to it, but we will need to
know that we are trusted
friends, brothers and sisters,
and colleagues in times of
need,” sald the ambassador.

“It's important for us as
Americans and as Indians to
remember the more we put
into this relationship, the
more we will get out. The
more we insist on a kind of
cynical calculation in the
place of a trusted relation-
ship, the less we will get... As
I also remind my Indian
friends, while it is wider and
it is deeper than it's ever
been, it is not vet deep
enough... that if we take it
for granted from the Indian
side towards America... I'll
fight a lot of defence battles
trying to help this relation-

shipahead,” added Garcetti.
Modi's hug of president
Vladimir Putin on Monday,
around the time Russia was
alleged to have bombed a chil-
dren’s hospital in Kyiv, had
sparked outrage in the West.
While the US expressed con-
cern saying it would closely
follow what Modi was going to
tell Putin in his public re-
marks, Ukraine president Ze-
lensky launched an attack on
PM saying his embrace of “a
bloody criminal” was a devas-
tating blow to peace efforts.
Modi did seek to address
theangerinthe Westthenext

day by publicly telling Putin
he found Killing of children
heartbreaking and that the
Ukraine conflict was not go-
ing to be resolved on the bat-
tlefield. However, what made
Modi's 2-day engagement
worse for some of the West-
ern countries was that it
came close on the heels of In-
dia’s refusal to endorse a
joint declaration at the Swit-
zerland peace summit which
said Ukraine’s territorial in-
tegrity must form the basis
for any peace process. India
has held that any peace effort
must involve both sides.

I7-yr-old abducted for Bihar shotgun wedding

Faryal.Rumi@timesofindia.com

Patna: A17-yvear-old who had
passed his class XII exams
this year and recently start-
ed college was allegedly ab-
ducted near his home in Pat-
na's Barh and forced to mar-
ry a minor girl at gunpoint
late Wednesday:,

It was only after sacred
mantras of the marriage
were over that police could
locate the teen from Athmal-
gola’'s  Phulelpur village

around midnight. All ac-
cused involved in the unlaw-
ful marriage are absconding,
including one who had been
jailed earlier for murder. Ac-
cording to police, prelimina-
Iy investigations suggest the
oirl’s parents passed away in
her childhood and those
looking after her got her mar-
ried to rid themselves of
their responsibility

Barh SHO Manish Kumar
citedacomplainttromthe vic-
tim’'s mother, Usha Devi, say-

ing threefour suspects
dragged her son into an SUV
and took him away while he
was out for a stroll around
6.30pm on Wednesday:
“Eyewitnesses informed
the family members, Instead
of alerting the police imme-
diately his family started
searchesontheirown. When
they failed to trace him, they
informed the police around
10pm. The teen was rescued
by us within hours. He told
us that he was taken away by

unknown people and driven
to a house where he was wed-
ded by force,” Kumar said.
The teen’s statement was
recorded Thursday before a
magistrate. An FIR was regis-
tered against three named ac-
cused and some unidentified
people. SHO Kumar said one
of the accused, Arun Yadav,
was earlier convicted in mur-
dercases. “Hehadalsogoneto

jail. We are conducting raids

but noarrests have been made
vet,” Kumar added.

Manipur could get
its first SC judge,
Ladakhitslst HC C

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court
collegium on Thursday decid-
ed to recommend to the Union
govt to appoint J&K and La-
dakh HC Chief Justice N Kot-
1Ishwar Singh and Madras HC
acting Chief Justice R Maha-
devan as SC judges. Justice
Singh will be the first from Ma-
nipur tobecome an SC judge.

After a four-hour mara-
thon meeting, the collegium
led by CJID Y Chandrachud
and comprising Justices
Sanjiv Khanna, B R Gavai,
Surya Kant and Hrishikesh
Roy unanimously decided to
give Manipur its first repre-
sentation in the apex court
after more than 50 vears of
its statehood.

Justice Mahadevan be-
longs to the backward class
and the CJI-led collegium has
kept its promise to give repre-
sentation among judges in
constitutional courts to com-
petent persons belonging to
deprived sections of society.

Justice Tashi Rabstan, the
senior-most judege in J&K HC,
has been recommended for ap-
pointment as CJ of Megha-
lava. Justice Rabstan, a Budd-
hist, would be the first judge
from Ladakh to become Chief
Justiceof a HC. He will fill the
post after the retirement of in-
cumbent CJ S Vaidvanathan.

In the appointment of CJs
to various high courts, Delhi
got the lion's share as three of
its judges were recommended
for the highest judicial posts
in the states.

Acting CJ of Delhi high
court, Manmohan, is recom-
mended for appointment as
regular CJ of the same high
court, Justice Rajiv Shakdher
has been recommended for
appointment as CJ of Hima-
chal Pradesh and Justice
Suresh Kait, who belongs to
the Dalit community, is rec-
ommended to head the J&K
high court, which post would
fall vacant after Justice N K

Deciding to give Mampur
its first representation in
SC after more than 50
years of its statehood,
the collegium picked

NK Singh, at present C)
of J&K and Ladakh HC.
Delhi HC acting C)
Manmohan was
recommended for
appointment as regular
CJ of the same high court

Singh's appointment as a Su-
preme Court judge.

The collegium recom-
mended transfer of Justice
M § Ramachandra Rao, CJ
of Himachal Pradesh high
court, as CJ of Jharkhand,
the post which will fall
vacant after retirement of
Justice B R Sarangi on July
19. The vacant post of Hima-
chal CJ would be filled by
Justice Shakdher from Del-
hihigh court.

The senior-most judge in
Punjab and Harvana high
court, Justice G S Sandhawa-
lia, has been recommended to
head Madhya Pradesh high
court. His father Justice S §
Sandhawalia had retired as
CJof Patnaon July 27, 1987.

The collegium also recom-
mended appointment of Jus-
tices Nitin Jamdar and K R
Shriram, both from Bombay
high court, as chief justices
of Kerala high court and Ma-
dras high court respectively,
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PUBLIC NOTICE |

Motice is heraby given on behalf of
our client Shri. Bhavin Mahendra
Turakhla owner of flat no. A-23 of
“A" wing, 6th Floor of Maharaja
surajmal CHS Ltd standing in the
name of SHRI.BHAVIN
MAHENDRA TURAKHIA bearing
Share Cerfificate No. 55 ordinary
shares bearing Distinctive no. 271
W 275 (both Inclusive) dated
30.08,1988, has been reported
iost/ stofen and that an application
for issue of Duplicate Certificate
in respect thereof has been made
to the society at Maharaja
Surajmal CHS Ltd, Andheri
(West), Mumbai-400 053. Any
person having claims/objections,
against issuance of such
Dupficate Share Certificate should
claim within 14 days fram the date
of publication of this notice shall
report to the below mentioned
address or to the Chairman/
Secretary of the said society.
Share certificate is not mortgaged
nor any loan taken against the flat.

M/s. Solicis Lex Advisory
Adv. Digisha Modh
+91-8369064850

Email-digishamsolicislex.com
Office Address: 'A" Wing,

6th Foor, Knox Plaza,
Mindspace, Behind Inorbit Mall,
O4f Link Road, Malad West,
Murmbai 400064

Date: 12th July 2024

Place: Mumbai

PUBLIC NOTICE
MOTICE is hereby given that
our Clients are negotiating
with Mr. Santosh Vyankatesh
Shinde and Mr. Sandeep
Meelkanth Sawant for
purchasing and acquiring the
land described in the
achedule hereunder written
with rights of development
theraof and hence the
present Notice 15 being
published for investigation of
Titte and verification of the
ownership rights, possession
gtc, of the said Land. If
anyone has any claims,
demands, rights, interest elc.
with respect to the
Scheduled Land, the same
be informed in writing with
supporting authenticated
documents within 14 days of
publication of this Notice
failling which 1t will be
presumed that there are no
any claims, demands, rights,
interest etc. with respect to
the Scheduled Land and Title
to the same Is clear and
marketable and free from any
encumbrances.
SCHEDULE OF THE LAND
All that piece or parcel of land
bearing: (i) Survey No.
144(p) renumbered as
Survey No. 102, Hissa No.1,
adm. about 1,485 sq. yds, i.e.
124163 sq. mirs and {ii)
survey No. 2358 (p)
renumbered as Survey MNo.
104, Hissa No. 22 adm.
about 1574 s5q. yds, ie.
1,316.05 sq. mtrs and Hissa
Mo. 23 adm. about 1,643 8q.
yds, ie. 1,373.74 sq. mirs in
agaregate adm. aboul 4,702
5. yos Le. ‘393147 sq.
mirs., sifuate at Kolshei
Road Thane (West) in the
Revenue Village of Balkum
Taluka, within the limits of
Thane Municipal
Corporation, Registration
District and Sub-District
Thane.

Thane Dated 12" July, 2024
For Mis. Divekar Bhagwat
& Co.
Advocates & Solicitors
Sdf-

Addrass :C-102, Thosar
House, Hanuman Cross Rd.
MNo. 1, Vile Parie (East),
Mumbai-400057
office@divekarbhagwat.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that
we are investigating title of
Shapoorji Pallonji {Gwalior)
Private Limited in respect of a
plot of land bearing Old
Survey MNo. 278 (Part) and
comesponding to new CTS
Mo, 966 aggregately
admeasuring 15819.90 square
meters of thereabouts of
village Juhu, Taluka Andheri,
Mumbai Suburban District,
situate, lying and being at
Juhu Tara Road, Andheri,
Mumbal 400043 alongwith
the structures standing
thereon, hereinafter referred
to as "the said Property” and
more particularly described in
the Schedule written
hereunder.

Any person having any claim
against, in to or upon the said
Property or any part thereaf
by way of inheritance,
agreement, contracl, sale,
mortgage, possession, gift,
lease, sub-lease, lenancy,
lien, charge, trust,
maintenance, easement or
othenwise are required to
notify the samae in writing
along with the supporting
documentary evidence to the
undersigned at their office at
31, 3rd Floor, Lakhani Terrace,
34-34A, Cawasji Patel Street,
Opp. Yardarmi Bakery, Fort,
Mumbai - 400 001 (email;-
sdoshico@gmail.com),
within 14 (Fourteen) days
from the date hereof
otherwise it will be deemed
that there are no claims and /
ar that the same are waived.
THE SCHEDULE
HEREINABOVE REFERRED
TO
A plot of land bearing Old
Survey Mo. 27B (Part)
comespending to New CTS No.
966 aggregately admeasurnng
1819.90 squars meters or
thereabouts of village Juhu,
Taluka Andheri, Mumbai
Suburban District, situate,
Iying and being at Juhu Tara
Road, Andheri, Mumbai
400049 alongwith the
structures standing thereon
Dated this 12th July, 2024.
Sonal Doshi & Co.,
Advocates & Solicitors
31, 3rd Floor,
Lakhani Terrace
34-34A, Cawasji Patel Street
Opp. Yazdani Bakery, Fort
Mumbai - 400 001

PUBLIC NOTICE

Please take nolice that My
Client who is a Developer
therginafter referred o as
“our client") has eniered
info negotiations with
Mis, Shantidevi Lalchand
Chhaganlal Foundation
(Trust) represented through its
Trustee namely Mr. Shrenik
Jain, an adult indian inhabitant
therein after referred o as the
"Owmer’) for the conveyance
and subseguently development
of the landed propery (hersin
after referred to as the “said
property”), owned by the
“Owmer’, being and lying at
Borivali in the Mumbai
Suburban District and more
particularly described in the
"Schedule of property™ written
hereunder and the said
megotiations have reached the
final stage of culmination.

In view of the above, our
client hereby gives a notice o
the public at large and calls
upen all or any person's who
have any right, title, interest in
the "said property” prejudicial to
the interesi of the "Owner” and
who have already filed any suit,
claim, dispute, petition, appeal
or other like proceedings or
obtained any decree, award or
other order concerning the
subject matter of the "said
property” or who intend to file
any such proceedings as
described above for enforcing
their right in the “said property”
to submit all their objections
and claims in writing along with
supporiive documeniary proofs
thereof, to the undersigned
within a pericd of fifteen days of
the date of publications of this
niotice, failing which "our client”
will presume that no adverse
claims or objections conceming
the “zaid property” exisi or if
they do exist, they siand waived
hereinafter; and In such event
my client” will proceed fo
complete the Conveyance and
Development transaction
envizaged by both the parties.
S0 please donote.

SCHEDULE OF THE
FROPERTY ABOVE
REFERRED TO

All that piece and parcel of
land bearing C.7.5 MNo. 421 &
37428 (pt) & F.P. No. 470
of T.P.§ Il of Borivali
admeasunng 2941.82 sq. mirs.
in the revenue Village-Borivali-
TPO3, Taluka-Borivall situated
at Mear MTHL Shimpoli, Kastur
Fark Extn., Borivali (West),
Mumbai- 400022 in Mumbai
Suburban District within
Registration Distnict and Sub-
District of Mumbai City and
Mumbsai Suburban.

On or towards the East:

By C.T.5. No. 3T4B/4(pt)

On or towards the West:

By D.P. Road
On or towards the North:
By D.P. Road
On or towards the South:
By F.P No. 469 T.P.5 lll of
Borivali.

Sdl-

TARUN 5. SHARMA
Advocate High Court

16, Bhairav Residency,
Kanakia Road, Beverly Park,
MiraRoad (E), Thane; 401107,
Mobile: TETTI121789

Place: Mumbai
Diate; 12/0712024

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
THAT at the instructions of our
Clienis, we are investigafing fitte
of MR. SANJEEV RAMAKANT
DESHPANDE ("the Owner”) fo
the immivable propery described
in the schedule hersunder writlen
(“said Property").

The Owmer has represented fo our
Cients that the Cwrer, is absalutely
entifled to the ownership rights
ofthe said Property;

ALL persons including any
banks and'or private financing
cofmpanies, caiming to have any
share, title, interest, banefil,
claim or demand in respect of
said Property andior any part
thereaf by way of sale, transfer,
assignment, morigage, possession,
exchange, lease, sub-lease,
tenancy, trusl, gift, charge,
easement, lien, inheritance,
maintenance, family arrangement,
share, covenant, demise, bequest,
encumbrances, construction
nights, settlerment or through any
allotment, agreement, deed or
documentof any nature orthrough
any contracts, agreements of
development or joint development,
agreement for FSl or TDR
consumpticn or any partmership
or project management
agreements or through any decree
or order of any court of law or
otherwise howsoever, are hereby
required to make the same
known in writing along with the
documentis) supporting such claim
1o the undersigned al their address
mentioned herein below within
14 days from the date of publication
heraofl AND in the event of non-
receipt of such claims i will be
considered that no such claims
exist or they have been waived
and abandoned.

SCHEDULE OF THE
PROPERTY ABOVE
REFERRED TO
ALL that piece and parcel of
land being Final Plot Mo, 366 of
TPS IV of Mahim division
admeasuring 580.00 square
yards equal to 484,95 square
meters or thereaboufs and
registered in the Books of the
Collector of Municipal Rates and
Taxes under G Ward No. G-
3185(10), G- 3185(9), G-3185(8),
G-3185 (10A) and G-3185 (11)
together with struciure/buildings
standing thereon, known as
“Laxmi Bhuwan” situated at KW
Chitale Path, Kumbharwada,
Dadar, Mumbai — 400028 and

bounded as follows:
On or towards North by: a small
lane leading 1o Rao Bahadur S.K
Bole Road
On or towards East by: a small
lane, and beyond that Kangutkar
Chawl, bearing Final Plot No. 365
under TPS Bombay IV (Mahim)
Onor towards South by K.W
Chitale Marg and beyond thal
Partuguese Church
Onortowards West by:Compound
wall and beyond that Final Plot No
367 under TPS Bombay Iv{ Makhim).
Dated this 12th day of July, 2024.
Sdl-
Rohit Kadam
Advocale
+01 99202 10377

rohitgkadami@gmail.com
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M. M. MISKITA
SOLICITOR
1933 - 2024

Hushand of Tulsi
Miskita
Father of Viren
Miskita

It is with great sadness
that we announce the
demise of Mani Morgan
Miskita.

He passed peacefully on
10th July 2024.

A loving husband,
father and
grandfather.

A man of unshakeable

faith, he now resides in
Our Lord’s Heavenly

Abode.

2 et -
Fondly Remembered
By:

Tulsi Miskita,
Viren Miskita,
Nivati Miskita,
Aditya Miskita,
Malvika Miskita.

No Condoelences Please.
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'DEVANG BASAK
12/7/2003- 1;;1 1/2023

Most ubeﬁenn sincere,
altruistic, hard working,
Xth-95%, XI1-97 4%,
school topper in 3 subjects,
coaching centre topper,
scholarships in all 3 sems,
college research cell head,
purs. B.Sc Eco his fav subject
His thesis on Macro
Policies af Third World
| Countries was ready. The world
' has lost an economist and

a most wonderful persan.
s
Cherished, missed, koved by

Ma, haba,
dhici, dida, dadu,

IMAMEA, T, s

ummnﬂijeﬂm..lmhl. :
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25th Death Anniversary

SMT. KARTHYAYINI KRISHNAN KUTTY
W/o Late Shri. P. P. Krishnan Kutty
P.P. KRISHNAN KUTTY & SONS
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K G NAIR

CMD Plastochem
Fabrication (India) Pvt. Lid.

DATE OF DEATH
12/0 ;éz 022

"We miss you every
moment of our lives,
Vour presence continues
to surround us.

You still live in the
hearts & mind of your

Sfamily *

- — 1’{. o -
Deeply Mourned by
Family members, Relatives
& Staff 9
—Saf

In Loving Memory of
PETER MISQUITTA

Peter passed away
anJune 9, 2024 and
rests with his lote wife
Christing Misgquitto,

---------------------------------------------

MONTH'S MIND MASS
WILL BE HELD ON

SATURDAY, JULY 13 | B.15 PM
AT ST. PETER'S CHURCH,
BANDRA (W)

He is deeply missed
by his children
Rodhika & Jayant, Ashitao &
Warren, Karan & Saumya,
grandchildren
Tanaya, Nitara, Reyhan,
fravati and
siblings and in-laws,
late Ralph & Theima,
late Leniny & Carmen, Maring
& Mark, Glenda & Sirote,
Igrnatius & Elizabeth, Wilfred
& Astrid, Denis & Audrey,

Eernadette, Herman & Vinita

I"i'.nll::i.:l
2

‘1-

s T

Mohan G. Nair
15" January 1960 - 12" July 2020

Your presence is still felt in every moment of our lives.
We all remember you for the courage, warmth & self

belief that you gave us.
e T

FONDLY REMEMBERED BY

Wife : Sujatha Nair

Sons: Deepak Nair, Sumod Nair
Davghters-in-Law : Indu, Sulakshna
Grand Sons & Daughter : Devarsh, Shreyansh, Shreenika
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Boalwy. KWALITY AIR-TECH

and
Kwality Pariwar

ENGE. MVT LD
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| www.kwalityairtech.com R
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Hev legacy

Celebnating the life of

and generous
£85.

MIRA KRISHNADAS SAMPAT
30"‘5&;:11934 9‘“‘.Iuly 2024

s not just ﬁ&mmmﬁo&ida&%
Mmﬁﬁsﬁtfmyﬁuﬁuﬂﬂﬁmuﬁ to- fuce lifes
challenges cowwge and guce.

She was a loving mother, a doting grandmother and
amaudmmtgmmmﬂﬂ the matuarch who

with ﬁe-r acd& of ki

Join us as we cherish her journey on

Sat July 13 Jalaram Hall - N S Rd 6, JVPD, Vile Parle(W) 5 pm -6.30 pm
Mother of (Late) Anil, Sunil, and Rajesh Sampat.
Mather-in-law of Kaumudi, Trupti, and Viyjanti

Grandmother of Minutti & Rijhav, Pooja & Karan, Karan & Karishma,
Dhananjay & Pari, Mihika, Saumya

"/ Great Grandmother to Sawaivir, Mihaan, Dhruv, and Allaeya - -

| SAD DEMISE

Narendra Rishi
20.10,1943 - 10.07.2024

Your life was a blessing..
your memary a
reastre.
you are loved beyond
words. and missed
Beyond measure..,

Please join us for
Antim Ardaas Kirtan
Saturday, 13 July 2024
04:00pm - 05:00pm
Gurudwara Dhan
Pothahar Nagar
Near DP Road.
end of 17th Road
santacruz West

In grief:
Rishi & Kanuga family

| §%
IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Jude Rosemeyer
Left for his heavenly
abode on 10-07-2024
(age: 54 years)

1l N I
Sun of Norma & Late George
Rosemeyer
Father of Kieara & Zoe
Brother of
Russell Rosemeyer
Uncle of
Khyra Jade & Russel Jr

Brother-in-law of Didi
. o9 B

Final Goodbye at
St. Joseph's Church, Juhu
on 12 July 2024
Viewing at 4:00pm
Funeral Mass at 4:30pm
Followed by Burial at
Oshiwara Cemetery

L

May his soul rest in peace.

Maodathil Sreedharan |
Ist April 1934 to 9th july 2024 |
Peacefully passed away in
Mumbai.

Husband of
Late Gouri Sreedharan
Father of Santosh and Suma
Loving memory family and
friends.
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Renuka
Anoop
Kaveri
Aparna

CELEBRATING THE MEMORY OF

VALSALA PILLAI

11 Nov 1944 to 9 Jul 2024

A matriarch of the extended family, who ruled our
hearts through kindness and sacrifice. She had
the incredible gift to be truly joyful about our
successes and feel pain and stress about our
smallest challenges. Her legacy, for her children,
grandchildren, sisters and brothers, is of the
power of giving, of unconditional love and always
being empathetic. She left us with the
responsibility to be better humans.

satish. k.pillai@gmail.com
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Counselling for
NEET-UG to begin
in July 3rd week

Govt Files Affidavit In Supreme Court

Durgesh Nandan Jha &
Manash P Gohain | Tun

New Delhi;: NEET-UG counselling
for undergraduate medical seats
will be conducted in four rounds,
starting in third week of July, the
govt has said.

In its affidavit submitted to Su-
preme Court, which is hearing a
bunch of petitions, including those
seeking cancellation of the NEET-
UG exam over an alleged paper leak,
zovt has stated that the candidature
of any student found to be beneficia-
rv of any malpractice will be cance-
led at any stage during the counse-
ling process or even afterward.

NEET-UG counselling is the pro-
cess for allotment of seats to suc-
cessful candidates based on their ex-
am’s score. For all-India quota seats,
counselling is conducted by the Me-
dical Counselling Committee cons-
tituted under the health ministrv.

For state quota seats, counsel-
ling is conducted by the state coun-
selling commiittee.

A candidate has to fill out his or
her preferred choices of medical col-
leges; seats are allocated based on
their score. Govt hasstated in itsaffi-
davit that for the first and second ro-
und of the counselling, candidates
areallowed tochange seatsas perop-
tions exercised by them. “So, if can-
cellation is done before the begin-
ning of the third round, it will not
haveany impact on the overall coun-
selling process and allocation of se-
ats,” the affidavit says.

The affidavit adds that the third
round is expected to start in Sept se-
cond week. “If one's candidature is
cancelled after the third round, va-
cant seats can still be offered in sub-
sequent rounds. However, candida-
tes who have already been allocated
seats in earlier rounds will not be ab-
le to participate in subsequent ro-
unds,” the govt has said. There are
approximately 1.20 lakh undergra-
duate medical seats in govt and pri-
vate medical colleges across the co-
untry This year, more than 23 lakh
students appeared for the exam.

The 5-: IS heanng a bunch of pehtmns over an alleged NEET paper leak. There are
approximately 1.20 lakh undergraduate medical seats in govt and private medical
colleges. This year, more than 23 lakh students appeared for the NEET-UG

Medical aspirants reach
Pradhan’s residence, he
assures them of all help

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Amid the ongoing NE-
ET-UG row, education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan camefaceto
face with a bunch of aspirants who
had gathered in front of his resi-
dence on Thursday. Pradhan assu-
red them that their interests would
be taken care of.

According to a source, Pradhan
asked his office to allow the stu-
dents in and spent around 45 minu-
tes hearing their concerns. “These
students are not a part of any stu-
dents’ organisationand were
not there to protest but were [
seeking an audience to share
their experience, The mini-
ster heard them and appri- §
sed them of the govt's efforts
and status of the case in Su-
preme Court,” the source said.

It is learnt that the minister ad-
vised the students not to get demo-
tivated and assured them that their
career was of paramount impor-
tance and govt would do everyt-
hing to safeguard their interests.
The source said students raised
concerns over uncertainty, delay
in counselling and possible delay
in academic calendar. Another stu-
dent said majority of them did not
want a retest and demanded that
counselling be held immediately.
The minister informed them that
SC decision was awaited, while as-
suring steps to avoid delay in aca-
demic session.

CBI shares leak probe
status report with SC,
hearing on Thursday

C hearing on petitions seeking

re-test of NEET-UG was deferred
toJuly 18. Asdirected by SC, Centre
and NTA filed their responses late
evening on Wednesday, saying
IIT-Madras’s analysis of results of
top 1.4 lakh rank holders (around 23
lakh students appeared for
examination) showed no
abnormality and that alleged
video of gquestion paper on
Telegram was posted after
timestamp was manipulated
tocreate the impression ofa
' leak. CBIl, which took over

i investigations from Bihar and

Gujarat police, alsofiled a probe
status report with the court without
providing a copy to petitioners.

Athree-judge benchled by ClID
Y Chandrachud was ready to post all
45 petitions, majority of which seek
retest, for hearing on Friday.
However, several counsel for
petitioners said they have not been
abletostudy response affidavits of
Centre and NTA due to paucity of
time and requested adjournment of
hearing to Monday. Solicitor general
Tushar Mehta requested the courtto
adjourn hearing to Thursday as he
and attorney general R
Venkataramaniare going out of
station on Monday and Tuesday. Tun

ED arrests ‘kingpin’ of Raj
teachers’ hiring paper leak

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: In the Rajasthan tea-
chers’ recruitment paper leak case,
ED has arrested Pradeep Parashar,
a retired assistant professor who
was appointed district coordinator
bv the Rajasthan Board of Seconda-
rv Education to conduct REET (Ra-
jasthan Eligibility Examination
for Teachers).

The agency has accused Paras-
harof being the kingpin behind the
paper leak and having acquired hu-
ge proceeds of crime. He was arres-
ted on Wednesday and produced be-
fore aspecial court in Jaipur which
remanded him to ED custody for
three days.

Parashar was appointed dis-
trict coordinator to conduct REET
2021 which was scheduled at vario-
us places inthe state on Sep 26, 2021.
“Parashar appointed an assistant,
Ram Kripal Meena, without any va-
lid order, who was given unauthori-
sed access to the strong room of
Siksha Sankul, Jaipur, where the
question paper of REET 2021 was
stored,” the agency said.

The probe found that Meena, in

NEET case kingpin
Rocky held in Patna

he CBl arrested Rakesh Ranjan,

alias Rocky, an alleged kingpinin
the NEET paper leak case, from Kanti
Factory Road in Patna late
Wednesday night, reports Kshitiz. On
Thursday he was produced beforea
special CBI court which remanded
himinthe probe agency's custody for
10days. The arrest is seen by the CBI
as a significant breakthrough. Rocky,
aresident of Nalanda district, is
accused of obtainingthe leaked NEET
question paper, solvingit, and
circulating the answers to MBBS
aspirants. He allegedly arranged for
solvers, including MBBS students
from Patna and Ranchi, to assistin
the cheating racket. The CBIl had
been tracking Rocky's movements
for several days. tuw

connivance with Parashar, stole
the question paper on the night of
Sep 24, two days before the exam,
from Siksha Sankul and circulated
it to other accused in return for hu-
ge amounts of money.
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[ [ THANKSGIVING | |
THANEK vou 5t Jude for
o listening to myv prayer and o
helping me..

L Arnold Vincente would like
! to thank St. Jude Thaddeus for
. his intercession through which
2 I cleared Group IT of My CA
§ Final Exams. Thank you

A THANKYOU StJude for #
:tus.wvring my prayers and
U taking care of me always. K
Sangeetha

I, Sebastian Vincente would
m like to thank St. Jude, 56 Rita, &
: St. Anthony of Padua and the :
' Holy Trinity for Blessing my
. zon in clearing Group I of his
i CA Final exams. Thank you.

3 UP men beat up,
force Dalit boy (15)
to drink urine, held

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: Three yvouths were arres-
ted on Thursday for forcing a Dalit mi-
nor to drink urine two days ago in
UP’s Shravasti district.

The victim, who is barely 15 vears
old, works as a technician, setting so-
und mixersand audio systems at soci-
al and cultural events. He was on his
way home after work on Tuesday
night when he was accosted by the
trio—Kishan Tiwari, Dilip Mishra
and Satyam Tiwari—who were alle-
gedly inan inebriated state.

According to police, Dilip Mishra
urinated in aliquor bottle, while Satv-
am and Kishan pinned the boy down
and forced the bottle into his mouth.

The accused were allegedly pee-
ved over the boy's family charging
them extra for an audio system they
had installed for a function at their
house, police said.

The accused also misbehaved
with the minor and thrashed him,
and oneof them shot avideoof theen-
tire incident, said Gilaula police sta-
tion SHO Mahimanath Upadhyay

Humiliated and feeling ashamed,
the boy reached home and narrated
the ordeal to his elder brother Next
day, his parents and brother lodged a
police complaint.

Police conducted a preliminary
probe and arrested the accused based
on eyewitness accounts and the video
circulating on social media.

According to police sources, the
accused claimed the boy and his fami-
Iy ran a DJ in the village, and charged
a hefty amount. During a function,
the victim had stopped the DJ citing
lack of fuel in the generator, which
had further fuelled the animosity bet-
ween them, the sources said.

31 of 36 states/UTs

goal to stabilise population

‘Replacement
Level Of Fertility
Of 2.1 Achieved’

DurgeshNandan.Jha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Thirtv-oneoutof 36
states and Union Territories in
the country have achieved the
replacement level of fertility of
2.1, the average number of child-
ren per woman needed to main-
tain astable population size. On-
ly 5 states—Bihar, Uttar Pra-
desh, Jharkhand, Meghalaya
and Manipur—still have a hig-
herthandesired replacement le-
vel of fertility, govt data showed.

On World Population Day on
Thursday, health minister J P
Nadda and junior minister for
health Anupriya Patel said tar-
geted steps would be taken in
states with high Total Fertility
Rate (TFR), or children per wo-
man. “The goal of Viksit Bharat
{developed India) can only be
achieved when health of India’s

WHERE STATES STAND

High rate

Bihar
Meghalaya

Low rate
Sikkim I 1.1

uP [ 7.
Jharkhand | 2.3
Manipur | 2.

Goa [ 1.35

Ladakh [ 1.35
Lakshadweep [N 1.38
Chandigarh [N 1.39

Total Fertility Rate {children per woman)

3
2.9

¥

families is maintained which
can be achieved by smaller fami-
lies,” Nadda said.

Patel said more than 65% of
India’s population was in there-
productive age group which ma-
de it pertinent to ensure they
were provided with choices and
not burdened with unplanned
family erowth. Highlighting the
expansion of family planning

programme, she said, “While
eariier it used o be a two-phase
programme, it has now been ex-
panded to three phases: prepa-
ratory phase, community parti-
cipation and service delivery.”
Patel said seven decades of
family programme activities
had shown results where 31 of 36
states/UTs had reached replace-
ment level of TFR. She encoura-

ged UP. Bihar, Jharkhand, Meg-
halaya and Manipur to take up
concerted activities to bring
down TFR. “It is also encoura-
ging to note that acceptance of
modern contraceptives in the
country has increased to over
56% " she said.

In 1850, India had a TFR of
6.18 which reduced to 4.6 in 1980.
In 2021, TFR. reduced further to
1.91 which is below the replace-
ment level needed to maintaina
stable population size. Recently;
a study claimed that by 2050, In-
dia’s TFR will reduce to 1.29.

Poonam Mulreja, executive
director of Population Founda-
tion of India, said as countries
develop economically, cost of ra-
ising children increases, lea-
ding families to have fewer
children. “Increased education
and empowerment of women
result in greater career aspira-
tions and delayed marriages
and childbirth, further contri-
buting to a decline in TFR.
Other reasons include urbani-
sation, improved access to fami-
lv planning, and a shift in social
norms,” she said.

have met Explosion near LoC triggers

infiltration fears, search op on

Sanjay Khajuria | Tuw tion hasbeenlaunched inthe areatoru-
le out any infiltration attempt.™
Additional troops were deploved to
assist the search operations across Kat-
hua, Udhampur, and Doda districts fol-
lowing the ambush that claimed the li-
ves of five soldiers. Since June 9, Doda
has seen three terrorist-linked gun-
fights, while Kathua and Udhampur ha-
ve each experienced two until July 10.
“Special Forces and sniffer dog
units of the Army are also part of the
search teams,” the source said, Howe-
ver, no terrorists involved in the am-
bush have been captured or killed yet.
Senior BSF and police officers con-
vened ata high-level interstate security
review meeting in Kathua Thursday,

Jammu: Jammu region of J&K conti-
nued to grapple with terrorism-related
activities as an explosion was reported
near the LoC in Rajouri district late
Wednesday night, while search opera-
tions in the dense forests and upper rea-
ches of Kathua-Udhampur-Doda
stretch persisted into their fourth day
on Thursday, targeting the terroristsre-
sponsible for Monday'sfatalambushon
a two-truck military patrol in Machedi
of Kathua distriect.

Regarding the Rajouri blast, an offi-
cial source said: “The blast occurred
close to the zero line, and a suspicious
movement was spotted. A search opera-
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CAPF chiefs reaftirm10%
quota for former Agniveers

TinmEes News NETWORK

New Delhi: Amid the debate over the
Agnipath scheme, heads of variouscen-
tral armed police forces (CAPFs) on
Thursday came forward toreiterate the-
ir commitment on implementing 10%
guota for former Agniveers in all cons-
table-level posts, stating that the forces
will benefit by getting trained and disci-
plined manpower:

FOR CONSTABLE-LEVEL POSTS

Days after the Union cabinet appro-
ved the Agnipath scheme in June 2022,
the home ministry had announced 10%
job quota in CAPFs for ex-Agniveers
who have completed four years of their
stint the armed forces.

A seriesof videos showing thedirec-
tor-generals of CRPF, BSE CISE Sas-
hastra Seema Bal (SSB) and Railway
Protection Force (RPF) underline that
arrangements have been made to provi-
de 10% quota in CAPFs to ex-Agniveers,
were posted on X on Thursday. The DGs
in these videos mention the relaxations
already incorporated for ex-Agniveers
by amending the recruitment rules for

each of the CAPFs. These include their
exemption from the mandatory physi-
cal efficiency test as well as age relaxa-
tion of five years for thefirst batch of ex-
Agniveers and three vearsfor the subse-
quent batches.

“All arrangements to recruit ex-Ag-
niveers in CRPF have been made. Agni-
veers will prove to be an asset as they ha-
ve gained discipline while being in the
Army From day one we will have trai-
ned & disciplined personnel,” said
CRPF DG Anish Dayal Singh.

BSF DG Nitin Agrawal said, “We are
getting ready soldiers, nothing can be
better than that. All forces will benefit
from it Ex-Agniveers will get 10% reser-
vation in the recruitment.”

“Union home ministry has taken a
big step of recruiting ex-Agniveers in
the central armed police forces. In this
regard, CISF has also made all arrange-
ments,” said CISF DG Nina Singh.

SSB DG Daljit Singh said the first
batch of 55B too has reserved 10% of
constable vacancies for ex-Agniveers,

“RPF is very excited to welcome Ex
Agniveers. It will give new strength,
energy and boost the morale of the for-
ce,” said the force's DG Manoj Yadava.

T'gana man goes
to murder wife,
kills her parents

Hyderabad: A man whosnea-
ked into his wife's home to kill
her for deserting him ended
up murdering her parents
who tried to stop him in a vil-
lage in Telengana's Warangal
late on Wednesday night. His
wife, Deepika (19), received
stab wounds inthe hands, and
her brother suffered a minor
slash on hisneck.

Police nabbed the accused,
Mekkala Nagaraju, an auto
driver,on Thursdaw.

Nagarajuand Deepikahad
eloped and married in Nov
last year after her parents
objected to their inter-com-
munity union. Nagaraju be-
longstoan SC community and
Deepikaatribal.

After the marriage they
shifted to Hyderabad, but wit-
hintwomonths Deepika hada
change of heartand left Naga-
raju for her parents’ home.
Nagaraju, upset since then,
had arrived at his in-laws’ ho-
use with a knife to kill Deepi-
ka on Wednesday. twn

---"'""\.',

Minimum Amount : & 10,000 & more | Quarterly Interest Returns

Tenure 500 Days

Mor Maharashira = Karnataka » Goa = Delhi =g vscsicssmson:

®Lnkm5nya

MLt poese Co-ap, Sockely Ll | ailt]-Stae|
HEAD OFFICE « PUMNE, MAHARASHTRE

A C

Extra 0.50% Interest
For Senior Citizens

Feunder Chasrman ; Shrie Kiran Thakur, &dvisory Editar, Taren Bharat, Balgasm

Call 1800 212 4050 | lokmanyasociety.org
PHONE :020 - 6685 3000

UP man gets life
term for shooting
inspector in 2021

Agra: The Agra district and
sessions court sentenced a man
to life imprisonment for shoo-
ting an on-duty sub-inspector
Prashant Yadav (35), who was
responding to a dispute betwe-
en two brothers in 2021 in Agra,
reports Deepak Lavania.

“District judge Vivek Sang-
al found the accused, Vishwa-
nath Singh, guilty of murder
and violations under the Arms
Act.Healsoimposedafineof Rs
17,000 on him,” said district go-
vernment counsel (DGC) Ba-
sant Kumar Gupta.

The brother who reported
the incident retracted his state-
ment, but the court convicted
Vishwanath, DGC added.

According to officials, the
incident took place on March
24, 2021 in Naharra village. Vi-
jay Singh's sons, Shivnath and
Vishwanath, were arguing over
potato distribution. During the
harvest, Vishwanath arrived
with a pistol and threatened la-
bourers. Later, S1 Prashant Ya-
dav and constable Chandra Sen
arrived at the scene based on
Shivnath’s complaint.

Yadav tried to apprehend
Vishwanath, who opened fire at
him. The bullet struck Yadav's
neck, resulting in his death.

Vendor kills self as
cops make girl he
catcalled slap him

Varanasi: A 22-year-old vege-
table vendor killed himself by
jumping into the Ganga soon
after some cops made a school-
girl slap him thrice in public
for allegedly passing lewd re-
marks at her in Varanasi's
Lanka area on Wednesday.
The father of the deceased,
Vishal Sonkar, isahome guard
deployed at Lanka police sta-
tion. Vishal's death sparked
protests till early Thursday by
his family and functionaries
of UP’s governing BJP and op-
position SP in front of the poli-
ce station, leading to the su-
spension of the sub-inspector
and constable allegedly em-
broiled in the episode as well
asan inquiry against the SHO,
Kashizone DCP Survakant
Tripathi ordered the action
against the cops, after which
the protests were called off. T

ror a tailorm

ade solution, contact

timesrespon

<e@timesgroup.com
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=l BUREAU OF ENERGY EFFICIENCY .

& | ey & "ryaadar,
ﬁw J dth Floor Sowan Bhavwarn PR K. FPursem, BNesss Dialht — T 100 '{;ﬁf.,
Wabsite: www. beeindia.gowv.in, Ph: 011-2687T6867 00

EMPANELMENT/RE-EMPANELMENT OF ESCOs

Applications are invited from eligible organizations for empanelment/re-
empanelment as Energy Service Company (ESCO) with Bureau of Energy
Efficiency with effect from the date of publication of this advertisement.

Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) is promoting energy efficiency initiatives
in the country under the Energy Conservation Act, 2001, including
promotion of energy conservation measures in existing facilities through
ESCO model. ESCO is an organization engaged in a perfermance-based
contract with a client firm to implement measures which reduce energy
consumption and costs in a technically viable manner. BEE intends to
prepare and maintain a list of empaneled Energy Service Companies with
validity of two years.

In order to get empaneled/ re-empaneled as ESCO with BEE, all ESCOs have
to submit complete application forms to the Grading Agencies CRISIL
Ltd/CARE Analytics and Advisory Private Limited/Fitch Solutions India
Advisory Private Limited/SMERA Ratings Private Limited.

The advertisement and contact details of SEBI accredited agencies and
process for empanelment can be downloaded from www.beeindia.gov.in.
The application form for the grading process can be obtained from
respective grading agencies. The last date for receipt of complete
application forms to the above-mentioned grading agencies is within 30
days from the date of publication of this advertisement. Incomplete
applications and those received after due date would be rejected.

CBC 34106/12/0006/2425 Secretary

Government of India
Ministry of Corporate Affairs
Office of the Regional Director, Western Region, Mumbai

ADVERTISEMENT

Regional Director, Western Region, Mumbai, Ministry of Corporate Affairs invites applications tor

engagement of Young Professionals (Y Ps) purely on contractual basis.

2. The guidelines for engagement of Young Professionals in this Ministry containing the details regarding
eligibility criteria, selection procedure, ete. is available on the website of the Ministry of Corporate
Aftairs i.e.
https://www.mca.gov.in/bin/dms/getdocument? mds=0afQoTdvyrUlsAsrb2moHA % 253D%25
ID&type=open or
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1 lzzlipn ZJBzEwz3v AOLR20 1 TLPJ906hBTusp=sharing.
The candidates are advised to go through these guidelines before submitting their applications,

The general requirements and other terms and conditions for the engagement are as under ;

Tad

Young Protessionals (YPs)
Mumbai, Pune and Panaji, Goa

1. | Name of position and job location

2. | Number of positions 31 (mine)

3, | Age Limit Candidates should be below 35 years of age as on the date of

advertisement

4. | Tenure The maximum tenure of engagement of Y Ps shall be 04 years.

The initial engagement for a person as Young Professional would
be tor a period of 02 yvears, Subject to performance appraisal,
further one time extension of 2 yvears may be granted with the
approval of Secretary, CA.

The appointment of Young Professionals would be on full-time
basis and they would not be permitted to take up any other
assignment during the period of appointment as Young
Professionals in the Mimstry of Corporate A ffairs. The appointment
of Young Professionals 1s of temporary nature against the specific
Jobs/assignments. The appointment can be cancelled at any time
by the Ministry without assigning any reasons.

Remuneration (per month) Rs. 50,000 (Consolidated inclusive of all)

Education Qualification CA/CSICWA

=1 o] L

Minimum 1 year of experience post-passing final examination
15 required

Experience

4. General Terms and Conditions of Engagement:

General terms and conditions regarding engagement of Young Professionals viz. Remuneration, Allowances,
Age Limit, Leave, Working Hours, Period of Engagement as YP, etc. will be governed by the Guidelines
for engagement of Young Professionals, available at stated above link.

5. How to Apply:

i. Interested eligible candidates may submit their duly filled applications in the format prescribed
by the Ministry as Annexure — | to the below mentioned Address,

1. Applications should reach the undersigned by post or by email (rd.west@mea.govan) or through
Drop Box of the office installed at the reception on or before 26.07.2024 from the date of issue
of this Notice. Applications received after due date will not be considered.

Office of Regional Director, Western Region, MCA, Mumbai,
5th Floor, “Everest”™ Building,
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Marg, Marine Drive,
Mumbai 400 002.
E-mail Id: rd.west{@mea.gov.in

Sd/-
{Santosh Kumar)

/0. Regional Director
Western Region
Ministry of Corporate Aftairs
Mumbai
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Take your cue from this mason’s son who turned the
tables on life’s challenges to become state champion

Ridhima.Gupta
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Just three years
ago, Sanju Ahriwar did not
even know what snooker or
hilliards was. He hadn’t even
watched the game on TV
Now, winning the Delhi state
junior title for the cue sports
feels like a “dream that he
hadn'tever seen”.

Ahriwar’s parents moved
from Madhya Pradesh to the
city decades ago and took up
odd jobs to make ends meet,
The father, a mason, and the
mother, a domestic worker,
had a difficult time raising
the 20-vear-old and his two
siblings, because of which
Ahriwar dropped out from
school in the middle of pri-
mary school.

The lad discovered the

D|sturbance and
disruption have
replaced debate
In House, says VP

Mumbai: All is not well with
Parliament and legislatures,
sald Vice-President Jagdeep
Dhankar while urging elected
representatives to go for dia-
logue rather than confronta-
tion. He made
the remark dur-
inganaddressto
i the state legisla-
ture on the ocea-
sion of centen-
nial celebra-
tions of the legislative council.

Dhankarisonatwo-day vis-
it to Mumbai. Governor Ra-
mesh Bais was present along
with chief minister Eknath
Shinde, speaker Rahul Narwe-
kar, deputy chairperson of the
legislative council Neelam
Gorhe, deputy CM Devendra
Fadnavis, opposition leaders
of both Houses and elected rep-
resentatives.

“Debate, discussion, delib-
eration have been replaced
with disturbances and disrup-
tion. The kind of conduct being
seen calls for introspection...
Dialogue is missing. There has
to be collaborative dialogue in
the House,” he said.

Dhankar said it is deeply
concerning that the speaker
and the chairman have been
made punching bags. “Respect
for the chair must always be
there and senior leaders must
show the way, " he added.

He said when he first be-
came an MP in 1989 there was
wit, humour, satire and sar-
casm. “What we have is an ad-
versarial approach and con-
frontation. How can a political
party give command for dis-
ruption, to troop in the well of
the House?” he asked. tww
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Issue Kunbi certs
or will march to
Mumbai: Jarange

Chhatrapati Sambhajina-
gar: GQuota activist Manoj Ja-
range on Thursday demanded
that govt start process to vali-
date Kunbi certificates issued
to Maratha community mem-
bers on priority. He threatened
a march to Mumbai if state
didn’t pay heed to his demands.

Addressing a rally in Beed,
Jarange came down heavily on
state govt for not initiating the
process of validating Kunbi
certificates issued to Marat-
has. “Caste certificate validity
process should be started wit-
hout further delay, If govt fails
to meet list of demands, inclu-
ding Maratha reservation wit-
hin OBC quota, Maratha com-
munity members and I will
again march to Mumbai to
press for our rights,” activist
said at rally, tw

Union minister
bats for strict
population law

Patna: Union textiles mini-
ster Giriraj Singh on Thurs-
day advocated for a tough law
to tackle India’s population
boom. “The law must have
provision that vielators will
have their voting rights seized
and will also be deprived of
the benefits of all govt sche-
mes,” he told reporters in Lak-
hisarai, Bihar, adding there
were 147 districts across the
country that were witnessing
arapid population growth.
“The fertility rate among
Muslim women is 1.25% mme
than that of Hindu women,”
the minister said. He stressed
the moral imperative of popu-
lation control, calling for re-
sponsible family planning,
and improved education and
healthcare services to reduce
Pressure on resources. TN

sport for the first time when
hegotajobasacaretakerata
hilliards academy afew years
ago. “lhad already done some
odd jobs and was okay with
any work. It wasthen that1le-
arnt that Baba Billiard Aca-
demy was looking for a care-
taker for their night shift and
Itook up the job.” Sittingona
chair, withfolded handsand a
low voice, ashy Ahriwarsaid,
“On my job, I saw for the first
time people using along stick
to hit a ball and moving aro-
und a big table to do so. I was
enchanted by it all. I began
paying attention to how they
held the cue, how they posi-
tioned their body andlearned
the rules of thegame.”
During his shift from
8:30pm to 8:30am at Nirman

Vihar Academy in east Delhi,
the voungster sometimes got

achance toplay atthe “expen-
sive” tables. “Some people
told meIwas good at the sport
and began giving me advice. I
heeded what they said and
started applyving them whe-
never I got a chance to play.”
Thesport took over and it was
all he could think about. *I
made Pankaj Advani my vir-

TIMES Special

tual mentor and watched all
his matches on my mobile
phone,” said Ahriwarn

Last year, for the first ti-
me, Sanju decided that he al-
g0 wanted to play for the sta-
te's junior championship, ap-
peared forit, and after the ini-
tial rounds, was left out of the
championship. “I saw others

at the championship and rea-

lised that there are better pla-
vers than me and I had to
work more on myself and
apply for thenextchampions-
hip.” he said.

In the past few months,
the youngster started trai-
ning himself informally for
this vear's state junior cham-
pionship. He requested the
academy if he could practice
thereafterhisshiftandthe of-
ficials agreed. “"After finis-
hing my shift, I would play at
the academy for a couple of
hours, then gotoanotherclub
in Vasundhara and practise
there for a few hours. I went
home only to sleep for a cou-
ple of hours before returning
for my shift at Baba Billiards
Academy,” Ahriwar said.

His dedication and perse-
verance pald off when last

week at the 47th Delhi State

Billiards and Snooker Cham-
pionship. He won the junior
titles in both the disciplines.

It was only after his dual
iriumph that Ahriwar told
his parents about what he
was doing. *1 reached home
withaboxof gulabjamun, ex-
plained to my parents what
the game was about, and told
them that Thad won twotitles.
I told them I wanted to focus
now on the sport,” he said. He
recalled his parents, who live
in a rented house in Vasund-
hara, listened to his extraor-
dinary tale and called their
relatives to tell them about of
their son’saccomplishments.

Ahriwar now has his eves
on the national billiards and
snooker championship.

“1 have bigger dreams
now. I hope to play the natio-

nal and the world champions-

hips. Maybe one day [ will ha-
ve my own academy where |
can teach youngsters from
unprivileged backgrounds
like me for free.”

The vouth also hopes to re-
sume his education. ¥l see
other plavers and people aro-
und me able to read and speak
English fluently. In some tour-
naments, I felt embarrassed at
being unable to read English
on the board. But as they say,
it's never too late, so I want to
be able to learn to read and
write English oneday”

RaviTandon, secretary of
the Delhi Billiards and Snoo-
ker Association, one of Ahri-
war'sencouragers, said, “Itis
nice to see yvoung talent like
Sanju getting a platform to
show this talent. We will also
encourage others like him in
the future.”

Fiyal Bhattacharjee

FROM CARETAKER TO CHAMP: Sanju Ahriwar dropped out in the

middle of primary school because of financial compulsions

Mamata ||1 Mumbal, |||(e|y to Mungantlwar denies claims that
Shivaji Wagh nakh not genuine

Says Likely To
- Meet SP Chief
Akhilesh Too

Times News NETWORK

Kolkata/Mumbai: Bengal
chief minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee, who arrived in city
on Thursday for the wed-
ding of industrialist Mu-
kesh Ambani's son Anant
Ambani, is expected to meet
Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Udd-
hav Thackeray and NCP
(SP) chief Sharad Pawar in
two separate meetings on
Friday. This would be Baner-
jee’s first meeting with
Thackeray since Lok Sabha
poll results. She is likely to
meet SP chief Akhilesh Ya-
dav as well.

“I'm going to Mumbai as
yvou all know that Mukesh-
ji’s son is getting married.
They haveextended the invi-
tation multiple times and
Mukeshji has himself at-

Mamata Banerjee is in city to
attend Anant Ambani's wedding

tended Biswa Bangla (Ben-
gal business summit) multi-
ple times upon Bengal's in-
vitation. I probahbly
wouldn't have gone but
since Mukeshji, his son and
Nitaji repeatedly urged me
to go, 1 decided to attend the
event. I have made an ap-
pointment with Uddhav to-
morrow for political talks
since we haven't met since
theelections. Twill also go to
sSharadji's place and have
made an appointment to

‘meet Uddhav & Pawar today

meet him as well. Akhilesh
15 also reaching tomorrow
and I might meet him as
well,” Banerjee told report-
ers in Kolkata before flying
to Mumbai.

OnJune 4, when Lok Sab-
ha poll results were an-
nounced, Thackeray had
spoken to Mamata and said
INDIA bloc must stakeclaim
to form govt at Centre. In
fact, Thackeray told the
media that he had spoken to
Banerjee and she was on
board. Last yvear, Banerjee
visited Matoshree and tied a
rakhi on Thackeray when
she was in the city for an IN-
DIA bloc meeting. In June,
Trinamool Congress gener-
al secretary Abhishek Ba-
nerjee met Thackeray. Abh-
1shek had spoken to Thacke-
ray about the way forward
forthe opposition bloc.

Speaking to reporters,
she also slammed BJP, its IT
cell and a section of media
for maligning Bengal over
recent mob assault at Aria-
daha in North 24 Parganas.

Banerjee claimed that a
two-year-old incident — a
video clip of which has now
oone viral — took place
when Arjun Singh was BJP
MP from Barrackpore LS
constituency, Attacking
BJP'sIT cell, she said, “This
doesn’t align with Bengal's
values. They showed news
about an incident in 2021
continuously for 72 hours
just to damage the elections
(the Wednesday bypolls at
four assembly constituen-
cies) by showing one-sided
news. The accused were ar-
rested and are still in jail...
Even today, an incident went
viral where someone died in
Ranibandh. It was a family
matter and result of person-
al enmity. There was noth-
ing political. Taking action
is the police’s duty and they
aredoingso.”

The CM said she would re-
quest evervone to verify news
before airing them. “If re-
quests do not work,” Baner-
jee sald she might “need to
takelegal recourse.”

Breach in Munak canal floods
Delhi’s Bawana, hits water supply

Siddhanta.Mishra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A significant
breach in Munak Canal,
which transports untreated
water from Haryvana to seve-
ral water treatment plants
in Delhi, caused extensive
flooding in Bawana area on
Thursday.

The breach at midnight,
spanning nearly 40 feet. was
caused by erosion of inner
lining of embankment, offi-
cials suspect as of now
“Work on repairing broken
embankment at Bawanaent-
ry pointof thecanal in Delhi
isgoingonatafast pace,” sa-
id water minister Atishi
Marlena, who visited the si-
te. A few blocks of a JJ colo-
ny in the area, which has
both pucca constructions
and shanties, have been af-
fected quite badly with wa-
ter entering roads and hou-
ses. Repairs are being carri-
ed out by Harvana irriga-
tion department and Delhi
Jal Board (DJB) with offici-
als hopeful that the breach
in carrier line channel
(CLC), one of the two lines

The breach, spanning nearly 40 feet, was caused by erosion of the
inner lining of the embankment. Munak Canal transports untreated
water from Haryana to several water treatment plants in Delhi

which carry water to Delhi,
will be fully repaired by Fri-
day evening. The incident is
expected to impact produc-
tion at major water treat-
ment plants, including Hai-
derpur, Bawana, Nangloi
and Dwarka. DJB receives
water from the canal, which
is owned by Harvana irriga-
tion department. Delhi govt
pays around Rs 60 lakh to Rs
65 lakh per month for water
with exception of July, Aug
and Sept, when water is free.

On Thursday, earth exca-
vators were busy dumping

soil near the breach to stop
flow of water after which an
embankment of sandbags
will be created followed by a
concrete layer to seal the
breach. PWD and DDA also
joined the efforts. A DDA of-
ficial said *field staftf of
DDA had rushed to the site
to take remedial measures
and water is being drained
by temporarily puncturing
existing stormwater drain.
JCB, dewatering pump,
drinking water tanker and
mobile toilet have been de-
ploved,” said official.

“The breach has affected
Haiderpur plant. Instead of
two water channels, only
one is supplying to the plant
for now,” said a DJB official.

“So, it will have an im-
pact on water supply. Cur-
rently, the embankment is
being strengthened with so-
il and this work will be
completed by night. There-
after, concretisation will be
carried out. Water will not
be released in this line till
morningatleast.”

Minister Atishi held out
hope, saving “water produc-
tion will be restored at Hai-
derpur, Bawana and Nang-
loi” by evening. “However,
Dwarka water treatment
plant gets water from CLC
and hence it will be affected
till flow is resumed,” she sa-
id. The other of the two li-
nes, Delhi sub-branch, has
not been affected. A DJB of-
ficer said currently there is
nosoptodeal with such situ-
ations. Atishi said once the
crisisisover, an inquiry will
be conducted by Delhi govt,
incollaboration with Harya-
na, to determine the cause
of the breach.

New ministers in Modi’s cabinet vie
for prime bungalows in Lutyens’ Delhi

Dipak.Dash@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: With a fresh co-
hort of ministers in the new
govt at Centre, a few addres-
gzes in Lutyens' Delhi have
become highly sought-after.
At least four senior mini-
sters, mcluding a former
chief minister and a key alli-
ance partner of NDA, have
pitched for allotment of a
bungalow on Akbar Road
that was allotted to a mini-
ster, who is not part of the
Modicabinet this time.

Another such bungalow
is on Safdarjung Road that
was allotted to a former mi-
nister who lost the general
election. The address is qui-
te high profile.

Some of the members in
the new council of mini-
sters, including an alliance

rlle phioto

At least four senior ministers
have pitched for allotment of a
bungalow on Akbar Road

partner in Bihar, have requ-
ested for allotment of bung-
alows on Sunehri Bagh,
which have been vacated by
two former ministers.

Some ministers have al-
s0 visited the bungalows be-
fore putting their request to
the housing and urban affa-
irs ministry.

Sprawling bungalows
and the ones with better in-
teriors are in high demand.
Allcabinet ministersareeli-
gible for the top category of
bungalows known as Type-
VIII. The housing and urban
affairs ministry, which ma-
nages accommodations un-
der ‘General Pool’ category,
allocates accommodation to
all ministers in the Lutvens’
Bungalow Zone(LBZ).

Sources said the requ-
ests of ministers for alloca-
tion of bungalows will be ta-
ken soon after assessing the
likely vacation of accommeo-
dation by the former mini-
sters. The requests were re-
ferred to Union home mini-
ster Amit Shah on Thursday,
who heads the Cabinet Com-
mittee of Accommodation.

So far, only a few former

ministers have vacated the-
ir official accommodation
and others are likely to fol-
low suit in the next fow days,
a sourcesaid.

Last month, the housing
ministry had written to aro-
und 50 former Union mini-
stersand MPstovacatetheir
official accommodation. As
per rules, former ministers
and MPs are required to mo-
ve out of govt accommoda-
tions within a month after
thev lose ministerial berth
or membershipof either Ho-
useof Parliament.,

Central govi resorts tois-
suing eviction notices if the
allottees do not move out
within the deadline.

Sources said so far no
one has officially sought any
extension to keep their offi-
cial accommodation,

Privanka.Kakodkar
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: A few days after
historianIndrajit Sawantrai-
sed questions on the veracity
of Shivaji's wagh nakh (tiger
claw) which the state govt is
sourcing from London’s Vic-
toria and Albert Museum,
state cultural affairs mini-
ster Sudhir Mungantiwar
dismissed the claims in the
state assembly.

Mungantiwar has been at
the forefront of the effort to
bring the artefact to India, sa-
ying this was used by Shivaji
to kill the Bijapur Sultanate’s
general Afzal Khan.

When asked about Sa-
want's statement in the as-
sembly, Mungantiwar said
the museum referred to the
artefact as, “the wagh nakh
used by Shivaji to kill the
Muslim general”. He said the
artefact had been displayed
earlier by the family that gif-
ted them to the museum in
which the same information
had been displayed. Newspa-

Stampede-like
scene at Guj job
site triggers
Cong-BJP fight

Surat: A two-day-old viral vi-
deoshowing a stampede-like si-
tuation at a walk-in job intervi-
ow in Ankleshwar town of Gu-

jarat'’s Bharuch district has

sparked a verbal duel between
Congress and BJE

Congress said the massive
turnout of jobless youths atthe
interview venue had exposed
“Gujarat model”, while BJP ac-
cused the opposition party of
trying to defame the state. In a
social media post on Thursday;
leader of opposition in the Lok
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, said the
“disease of unemployvment”
had taken the form of an “epi-
demic” in India, and BJP-ruled
states had become the “epicent-
reot thisdisease”,

His remarks came after the
viral video showed a stampede-
like situation when over 1,000
people turned up for walk-in in-
terviewsfor40vacanciesonJu-
Iy 9 by a company, Thermax
Chemicals. The video showed

job seekers pushing and sho-
ving one another while trying

to reach the hotel entrance. tun

‘Order has
ramifications
In other cases’:
ED seeks time

PFromP1

- I “he HC passed theorderina
very casual manner. It sta-
ved the bail order and the case
was thereafter heard after one
year, The court did not bother
to look into the case during the
period and he kept languishing
injail,” itsaid. The bench reser-
ved its order but Hossain urged
thecourttogranthimatleast10
minutes on Friday to argue the
case on behalf of ED as any or-
der passed by the 5C would ha-
ve ramifications in other cases
too. He said the prosecution
was not at fault for the delay.

*We are worried about the
liberty aspect. A person has to
languish for one vear in jail af-
ter bail was granted,” the
bench said, allowing Hossain
to place case laws before the
bench on the issue.

The court was hearing a
plea filed by one Parvinder
Singh Khurana who was gran-
ted bail by the trial court in a
PMLA caseonJune17 last year
but the HC stayed the order.

Cultural affairs minister Mungan-
tiwar said govt spent over Rs 14L
to get the wagh nakh to India

perclippingsof thattime also
showed this.

The minister also said,
“There are thousands of his-
torians and researchersinIn-
dia. But only one has raised
questions about the wagh
nakh. I am happy that the op-
position has been supportive
on thisissue.”

Hesaid there were several
wagh nakhs but only one
which had been traced to Shi-
vaji. “There are several wagh
nakhs. But the box from 1875

relates only to this one. The
question is inappropriate. No
one has made the claim that
the other wagh nakhs were
used by Shivaji.”

Mungantiwar sald govt
had spent over Rs 14 lakh to
get the wagh nakh to India. It
hasbeen loaned to Maharash-
tra for 3 years. “People are sa-
ving we have spent crores as
rent on this. We have not
spentany money torent it, We
have spent Rs 14 lakh. Less
than the cost of oneday of the
legislature session,” he said.

He also said there was a
misconception that the govt
was spending Rs 7 crore to
display the artefact. "The
sum has been spentonthedis-
play of the wagh nakh, a wea-
pons gallery of Shivaji's
arms in four museumsandal-
s0 the renovation of the mu-
senm,” said Mungantiwar

He said that the wagh
nakh would be displaved
from July 19 at the govt muse-
um in Satara, and that Shiva-
ii's descendants were called
for the inauguration.

Dy CM rules out Pune
-~ top cop’s transfer over
Porsche hit-&-run case

Chaitanya.Marpakwar
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Deputy CM De-
vendra Fadnavis on Thurs-
day refused opposition’s de-
mand to transfer Pune com-
missioner of police Amitesh
Kumar over his handling of
Porsche case while assuring
legislative council that go-
vernment will take correcti-
ve steps in appointments
and administration of Pu-
ne’s Sassoon hospital.

Backing Kumar, Fadna-
vis said he worked proacti-
vely and Pune policedid ago-
od job. Pune hit-and-run ca-
se was raised by Shiv Sena
MLC and leader of opposi-
tion Ambadas Danve. Oppo-
sition demanded Kumar's
transfer along with changes
to appointments’ system at
Sassoon hospital. Fadnavis
also said govt will restrict
third party access to CCTV
footage to curb misuse,

“In Pune accident, accu-
sed teen has already been
charged with IPC section 304
(culpable homicide not amo-
unting tomurder). The same
application was made in ju-
venile court. A demand was
also made to prosecute the
accused on becoming an
adult. When the juvenile co-

The Pune hit-and-run case was
raised by Shiv Sena MLC and
leader of opposition Ambadas
Danve. The opposition demand-
ed Pune commissioner of police
Amitesh Kumar's transfer along
with changes to appointments’
system at Sassoon hospital

urt rejected the application,
an immediate appeal was
made. The police acted pro-
mptlv. Action was taken aga-
inst errant officials and doe-
tors who indulged in mal-
practices,” hesaid.
Fadnavis also told the co-
uncil that though the inspec-
tor concerned was delaved
in conducting medical test,
Punepolicecarried out DNA
profiling of accused, due to
which mismatch of blood
samples could be proved.

HC asks J&K to protect
neglected Hindu shrines

Saleem.Pandit
@timesofindia.com

Srinagar: Jammu and Kash-
mir high court on Thursday
ordered the UT administra-
tion to protect Hindu temples
left unattended after the com-
munity’'s exodus from Kash-
mir valley in the 1990s, in or-
der to help preserve their cul-
tural heritage.

Hearing a plea by a group
of Kashmiri Pandits, who ex-
pressed concern about the
neglected state of Hindu shri-
nes, the HC emphasised the
state's responsibility to safe-
guard these historical sites.

The high court mandated
Ganderbal district magistra-
te to take immediate action to
secure and maintain two par-

ticular sites, Asthapan Dev-
raj Bharav and Vidhushe
temples, citing the J&K Mig-
rant Immovable Property Act
which empowers the DM in
thisregard.

The petitioners, besides
mentioning the condition of
three shrines in other dis-
tricts, including one at Son-
war in Srinagar, also brought
up the issue of encroachment
on Ganderbal district’s sole
Hindu cremation ground.

The HC acknowledged the
urgency of addressing the
matter, and directed the re-
moval of encroachments wit-
hin eight weeks. It also add-
ressedadisputed leaseon one
of the shrine properties, de-
claringitexpired and barring
any extension.
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3 from Titwala
dead as car hits :
stationary truck

Nashik: Three members of a
family who were accompany-
ing an ambulance carrving the
body of a deceased relative to
Malegaon, died on the spot
when their car rammed a sta-
tionary truck near Malegaon
in the early hours of Thursday:
The fourth occupant of the car
wasseverely injured and iscur-
rently under treatment.
Inspector Rahul Khatal, of
Malegaon police, said the car
crashed into the truck, which
was parked off the road in the
Wake area at 4.30 am. “The car,
carrying four occupants, was
travelling from Titwala to Ma-
legaon when it rammed the
truck. Vikas Sawant (45), his
wife Sunanda Sawant (40), and
sister-in-law Minakshi Hiray
(50) died on the spot,” stated
Khatal. The fourth passenger,
Vaibhavi Jadhav (17), sustail-
ned severe injuries and was
transported to Nashik for ad-
vanced medical treatment. s

‘Govt can’t randomly pick a person
& ask to prove citizenship, says SC

Sets Aside Order
Declaring Man
‘|llegal Migrant’

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesofindia.com

: New Delhi: Noting that while Sec-
: tion9of the Foreigners Act puts the
: burden on an individual to prove
. he/she is not a foreigner. the Supre-
- me Court, in an important ruling,
: has held that this does not mean
: govt can pick a person at random,
knock on their door, and demand

they prove their citizenship. There

: must be some material against the
: person before proceedings under
: thelaw can be initiated, it stressed.

A bench of Justices Vikram

: Nath and Ahsanuddin Amanullah

SE also said that minor spelling mis-
takes in names could not be the sole
reason to deny document’s authenticity

held that “in the absence of the ba-
sic/primary material, it cannot be
left to the untrammelled or arbitra-
ry discretion of the authorities to
initiate proceedings”, which have li-
fe-altering and very serious conse-
quences for the person.

It said that Section 9 could not be

invoked on the basis of hearsay or
bald and vague allegation(s).

“...the question is that does Sec-
tion 9of the Act empower the execu-
tive to pick a person at random,
knock at his/her/their door, tell
him/her/thev/them ‘We suspect
you of being a foreigner'?... Obvio-
usly, the State cannot proceed in
such a manner

Neither can we as a court coun-
tenance such an approach,” the
bench observed while setting aside
the order of the Foreigners Tribu-
nal and Gauhati high court decla-
ring a person from Assam an illegal
Bangladeshi migrant.

The bench accepted the submis-
sion of advocate Kaushik Choudhu-
ry who, appearing for the petitioner,
submitted that Section 9 could not
be used arbitrarily and settled prin-
ciplesof natural justice could not be
oiven a go-by

“It needs no reiteration that a
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Court to start trial against
Brij Bhushan on July 26

New Delhi: A Delhi court on Thursday sum-
moned two prosecution witnesses to record their
statements before court in alleged sexual harass-
ment case filed by women wrestlers against for-

person charged or accused would
generally not be able to prove to the
negative, if he/she is not aware of
the evidence/material against
him/her which leads to the person
being labelled suspect. Ipso facto
just an allegation/accusation can-
not lead to shifting of the burden to
the accused, unless he/she is con-
fronted with the allegation as also
the material backing such allega-
tion,” the court said.

The court said that there was no
material in possession of authority
which could raise suspicion on his
nationality. After fighting a legal
battle for two decades, SC came to
the petitioner’s rescue and declared
him Indian as all his relatives were
also declared Indian citizens.

The court also said that minor
spelling mistakes in names on offi-
cial documents could not be the sole
reason to deny authenticity as had
happened in the case.

mer WFIchief Brij Bhushan Sha-
ran Singh. The court of addition-
al chief judicial magistrate Pri-
vanka Rajpoot directed two police
witnesses to appear and record
statements on July 26, reports Vi-

2 held for Nashik cop’s death
while chasing liquor mafia

Abhilash.Botekar@timesofindia.com

rested one suspect, while another
turned himself 1n, in connection
with the death of an excise de-
partment cop during a chase of 1i-
quor smugglers a few days ago.
Both the suspects have been re-
manded in police custody until
July 18. An SUV that was illegally
transporting Indian Made Fore-
1gn Ligquor to Gujarat via Nashik
rammeid the excise department’s
vehicle, which was about to inter-
cept it after a nearly 100-km chase
on Sunday night. The govt vehicle
overturned, resulting in the de-
ath of Kailas Kasbe(52).

“Using technical intelligence,
police have identified six vehicles
used for liquor smuggling. The
SUV driver who hit the govt vehi-
cle — Devish Kantilal Patel (37),
surrendered at Chandwad co-
urt,” said SP Vikram Deshmane.

H‘.arias Hashe 5 official vehmle toppled
after being hit by the smugglers' SUV

Based on Patel's interrogation,
police arrested Ashpak Moham-
med Shaikh (22), a resident of Gu-
jarat, and seized the SUV from Na-
ni-Daman, the SP added.

Deshmane said the depart-
ment was now pursuing the ware-
houses and locations from where
the illegal alcohol originated, the
individuals who were supposed to
purchase the goods, and the trans-
porters, all of whom would face
criminal charges.
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NOTICETO SHAREHOLDERS

TRANSFER OF EQUITY SHARES TO INVESTOR EDUCATION & PROTECTION FUND

Notice is given pursuant to the provisions of the Companies Act, 2013 read with the Investor
Education and Protection Fund Authority (Accounting, Audit, Transfer and Refund) Rules,
2016 ("the Rules”) as notified and amended by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs, New Delhi.

The Rules, infer alia, provide for fransfer of all shares in respect of which dividend has remained
unclaimad by the shareholders for saven consecutive years or more, to the Investor Education and
Protection Fund {IEPF) setup by the Central Government. Accordingly, individual communication{s)
were sent o the latest available address of those sharsholders whose shares are fiable to be fransfered
to [EPF Autharity under the said Rules as they have not claimed the dividend(s) for the year 2018-17
{Final), and all other dividends declared by the Company for seven consecutive years thereafler. The
company has uploaded the details of all unclaimed dividends including the dividend / shares of 2016-
17 (Final) due for transfer to IEPF Authority an its website - hitps www.hindustanpetroleum. com/

advertisement of Assistant
Engineer (Civil)

CIDCO has published an advertisement
for recruitment to the post of Assistant
Engineer (Civil)on 18.01.2024.

In exercise of the powers vested in
the Corporation as mentioned in clause
No.7(2) and in view of Government
Resolution dated 27.02.2024, the
Corporation has amended the number of
posts against reservation Categories.

Through this Public Notice it is informed to
the candidates that, to change your
category from OPEN/OBC/EWS to
SEBC, kindly visit https://
iIbpsonline.ibps.in/cidcoapr23/ .

For more details, read the Public
Notice published on CIDCO website
www.cidco.maharashtra.gov.in, under
career section.

Manager (Personnel)

[ CIN - US9989 MH 1970 SGC-014574]
www.cidco.maharashtra.gov.in

MAHARAJA BIR BIKRAM UNIVERSITY

CIDCO/PRI/516(E)/2024-25

AGARTALA, TRIPURA-799004

No.F.63(1)/MBBU/Appointment of VC/2019/2366 July 09, 2024
ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE POST OF VICE-CHANCELLOR, MBB UNIVERSITY

Advertisement No. : MEBU/NVC-05 Date: 09/07/2024
Maharaja Bir Bikram University invites applications/nominations from
eligible candidates for appointment of the Vice-Chancellor of Maharaja
Bir Bikram University, Agartala, Tripura for a term of five years with 65
years as the upper age limil. The candidate should be a visionary with
proven leadership qualiies, administrative capabilites as well as
recognized teaching and research credentials having outstanding
academic record throughout and a minimum of 10 years' experence as
Professor in a University system or in equivalent positions in a reputed
research and/or academic administrative organization. For prescribed
proforma and other details, wvisit the MBBE University Website:
https://mbbuniversity.ac.in/. The applicalions/nominations can be
submitted by Registered post/ Speed post to the office of the Registrar,
MBE University, Agartala, Tripura, India, PIN-799004 on or before
August 20, 2024, Sd/- Dr. Sumanta Chakrabarti
Registrar, MBBLU

IDBI Bank Ltd. invites applications for appointment of Bank Medical Officer
(on contract) at its Offices, located at various locations in India.

eic.), mode of application and other details, please visit the
‘Careers' section of the Bank's website www.idbibank.in

Applications received on or before
July 24, 2024 only will be considered.

NOTE: |DBI Bank reserves the right to accept or reject any/ all
application(s) without assigning any reason(s) thereof,

Place - Mumbai General Manager- HR

s NATIONAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED

rd (A Govt. of India Undertaking)

o % i (CIN : LT4899DLI9T4GOI007417)

[N F L [ A-11, SECTOR -24, NOIDA DISTT, GAUTAM BUDH NAGAR, U.P. - 201301

& Mawrat=n Compary

PHONE: 0120-2412294, 2412445, FAX: 0120-2412397
Advertisement No.: (04) NFL/ 2024 Dated: 12/07/2024
RECRUITMENT OF OFFICER

(COMPANY SECRETARIAT) IN NFL-2024

Online applications are invited from energetic, young & qualified Indian
Mationals for recruitment to following positions in NFL:

Sl. [Post Name| Total Category Wise Vacancies
No. Vacancies| yr | sc | sT |oBc |Ews| PwBD[ExSM
(NCL)
Officer i
1 | (Company 01 01| - - . - |iCat.CY| -
Secretariat) Beu:klag|

Detailed advertisement shall be available on NFL website:
www.nationalfertilizers.com — Careers — Recruitment in NFL —
Recruitment of Officer (Company Secretariat) in NFL-2024 from
12/07/2024 Online application portal shall be available from 12/07/2024
to 01/08/2024. Last date of submission of Online Application will be
01/08/2024. Any corrigendum/addendum/errata’update for this recruitment
shall be published only on the NFL's Website. GM (HR-Pers.)

&
_g%ﬁ;_
AT GiEnfIrest FH=rel s[geRar
INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY BHUBANESWAR

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY MIZORAM
CHALTLANG, AIZAWL : MIZORAM - 796012

(Advt. No. NITMZ/R-2-16/TF/2024/1241 Dt. 10.07.2024)
EMPLOYMENT NOTICE

Applications are invited by NIT Mizoram from eligible candidates
of Indian Nationals for engagement of Temporary Faculty - 1 no.
in Department of Electronics & Communication Engineering
(ECE) and 1 no. in Department of Electrical Engineering (EE).

Detailed Advertisement can be downloaded from the NIT Mizoram
website: www.nitmz.ac.in

The duly filled in Application Form in prescribed format
along with necessary documents shall be submitted
through online to recruitmentfaculty@nitmz.ac.in on or before

26.07.2024. Sd/- (Prof. AJIMAL KOYA PULIKKAL)
Registrar In-Charge
NIT Mizoram

Advertisement No. ITBBS/FAC/Rolling-Advt/2024
Rolling Advertisement for Openings of Faculty Positions

IIT Bhubaneswar invites applications from qualified Indian
nationals including Persons of Indian Origin (PIO) and
Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) with an established record of
independent, high-quality research and commitment to
teaching and research for regular faculty positions at the level
of Assistant Professor (Grade-I/ll}), Associate Professor and
Professaorin the following disciplines throughout the year:
Computer Science & Engineering, Electrical Engineering,
Electronics & Communication Engineering, Mechanical
Engineering, Civil Engineering, Minerals, Metallurgical and
Materials Engineering, Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics,
Geology & Geophysics, Ocean & Atmospheric Sciences (i.e.,
Climate Sciences), Economics.

For further details and online submission of application for
such regular faculty positions, please visit:
https://www.iitbbs.ac.in/index.php/faculty-relling-
advertisement-2024 Sd/- Registrar

NMDC Limited

(A Government of India Enterprise)

“Khanij Bhavan', 10-3-311/A, Masab Tank, Hyderabad-500028
CIN: L12100TG1958G0OI001674

Employment Notification No.05/2024  Dated: 05.07.2024

NMDC Limited, a Navaratna Public Sector Enterprise under the
Ministry of Steel, Government of India and a multi locational,
multi product and consistently profit making Mining & Mineral
Exploration Organization with large turnover. NMDC Ltd is in
the process of massive expansion and diversification both in
India and abroad. Further, NMDC Limited has set up a Steel
Plant of 3 MTPA at Jagdalpur, Chhattisgarh. The above Steel
Plant has now been demerged and became a separate
Company i.e., NMDC Steel Limited under Administrative
control of Ministry of Steel, Government of India. The Steel
Plant has been commissioned in August, 2023. Executives of
NMDC are posted at NSL for managing Operation and
Maintenance of Steel Plant.

NMDC is now inviting applications from eligible & willing
candidates for the following post:

S1. No| Grade Post
1 M-11

For detailed notification regarding age, qualification,
experience, scale of pay and other conditions etc, interested
candidates may visit “Careers” page on NMDC website,

www.nmdc.co.in. DGM (Personnel)

No. of Posts

Executive Director 1

o fafes SJVN Limited
(v ErvwT i e SR SOW W Eg IR)

(A Joint Venture of Govt. of India & Govt. of H.P.)
CIN No. L40101HP1988G0I008409

" NOTICE FOR CANCELLATION OF RECRUITMENT PROCESS

(Advertisement No. 112/2023, 113/2023 & 115/2023)

1. | Advt No. 112/2023 : Notice - SJVN Limited, vide Advertisement No.
112/2023, had invited applications for the posts of Field Officer/
Engineer, totalling 153 posts in vanous disciplines on Fixed Tenure
Appointment Basis.

It is informed that the entire recruitment process for above mentionad
posts in various disciplines on Fixed Tenure Appointment Basis,
including the Computer Based Test (CBT) held on 22/01/2024 &
23/01/2024, is hereby cancelled and withdrawn due to administrative
reasons.

2. | Advit No. 113/2023 : Notice - SJVN Limited, vide Advertisement No.
113/2023, had invited applications for the posts of Jr. Figld Officer/
Engineer, totalling 155 posts in various disciplines on Fixed Tenure
Appointment Basis,

It is informed that the entire recruitment process for above mentioned
posts vide advertisement no. 1132023 in various disciplines on Fixed
Tenure Appointment Basis is hereby cancelled due to administrative
reasons.

3. | Advt No. 115/2023 : Notice - SJVN Limited, vide Advertisement No.
115/2023, had invited applications for the posts of Field Officer/
Engineer/ Jr. Field Engineer, totalling 16 posts in various disciplines
on Fixed Tenure Appointment Basis.

It is informed that the entire recruitment process for above mentioned
posts in various disciplines on Fixed Tenure Appointment Basis,
including the Computer Based Test (CBT) held on 08/02/2024, is
hereby cancelled and withdrawn due to administrative reasons.

HR Recruitment, SJVN Limited

SHARED VISION: 25000 MW by 2030 and 50000 MW by 2040

Four of family killed in MP
truck-auto crash, 1 critical

Bhopal: Four membersof afamily, including a se-
ven-year-old girl, were Killed after a truck ram-
med into their antorickshaw on the outskirts of
Gwalior on Thursday morning.

Police identified the dead as Naresh Balmiki,
02, hiswife Usha Devi4d8, their son Rahul Balmiki,
22, and Naresh's niece, Ankita 7. Auto driver Ajay
— Naresh'’s brother — was critically injured.

According to police, accident happened when
family was returning to their home in Banmore,
Morena, after attending awedding in Malanpurin
Bhind district. Ajay was heading towards a petrol
pumpnear Susera Kothitoretuel when aspeeding Date
truck crashed into the three-wheeler. v

K'taka man kills
lover’s 3-yr-old
son, arrested

Bengaluru: A three-year-
old bov was recently killed
by his mother’s 30-year-old
lover, whofelt the child was
a hurdle in having some in-
timate moments with the
woman, police said.

Police arrested the ac-
cused, one Micheal Raj. Raj
assaulted the child, Ash-
win,twice on July 6 — in
the evening and at mid-
night — and the boy died
while undergoing treat-
mentatahospitalonJuly 8,
police said.

According to a compla-
int filed by Ashwin’s mot-
her, Ramya Kumari, she
fell in love with her elder
sister’s husband Satish
and married him six vears
ago. They have two child-
ren, a five-year-old daugh-
ter and Ashwin. However,
due to differences, she se-
parated from Satish.

Ramya told police that
Raj banged Ashwin’s head
against a wall resulting in
severe head injury. Police
filed a case against Raj un-
der Section 103 of the Bha-
rativa Nvaya Sanhita. mn

Three killed in
shootout over
land row in MP

Bhopal: Twofamilies pul-
led out guns to settle a
three-decade old land dis-
pute in MP’'s Morena dis-
tricton Thursday.

In minutes, three men
lay dead. Police identified
those killed as Amrish
Sharma and Abhishek
Sharma from one family,
and Shyamababu Sharma
from the other:

The two sides were
wrangling over a one-big-
ha plot of govt land Ghila
Pura village near Ambah
town, say police. Ramava-
tar Sharma’s family owns
32 bighas bordering the
disputed land, while Shya-
mababu’s family holds 40
bighas nearby. Both sides
wanted control of the va-
cant govt plot. On Thurs-
day, Amrish and Abhis-
hek droveinwithatractor
to plough the land. The op-
posing party allegedly fi-
red the first shots, trigge-
ring a gunfight. Amrish
and Abhishek were killed
on the spot, while Shya-
mababu died later: un

neet Upadhyay.

Seven women wrestlers had accused Singh, a
former BJP MP of sexual harassment. The court
will begin trial from July 26.

pages/Unclaimed-Dividend

View above, shareholders are requested to venfy and claim the unpaid dividend for the year 2016-17

{Final} (which is due for IEPF transfer in the manth of Cetober 2024) immediately, but not |ater than

September 27, 2024 before the same is fransferred fo the |IEPF Authority along with the underlying

shares. Shareholders are also requested to update their KYC details and claim all the unclzimed

dividends of other years in their respective folio(s). It may please be noted that if no claim/
application is received by the Company or the Registrar and Transfer Agents (RTA) by

September 27, 2024, the Company shall with a view to complying with the requirements sat

out in the Hules dematerialise and transfer the underl:.rlnﬁ] shares to the IEPF Authority by

following the due process as enumerated in the said Rules which is briefly as under:

i} Incase of shares held in physical form — by issuance of duplicate share certificate and
transfer the same to IEPF Authority. Upon such transfer, the original share cerffficate(s) lying
with the shareholder will stand automatically cancelled and deemed non-negotiable.

i) In case of shares held in demat mode — by issuance of instruction to member's DP to
transfer the shares directly to IEPF Authority.

Kindly note that all future benefits, dividends arising on such shares would also be transfarred lo IEPF

Autharity. It may also be noted that as per the present rules, the shares transferred 1o |IEPF Authority,

including all benefits accruing on such shares, if any, can be claimed back from the |IEPF Authority

after following the procedure prescribed under the said Rules.

shareholders are therefore requested to note the aforesaid pravisions and submit the ciaim for unpaid

dividends to Company's RTA, M/s. Link Intime India Pvt. Ltd. Unit: Hindustan Petroleum

Corporation Ltd. C-101, 247 Park, L B.S Marg, Vikhrofi (W), Mumbai —400083, Tel No. 0Z2-49186270,

E-mail: mt.helpdeski@inkintime.co.in

Since, SEB| has made updation of KYC details (Email/Address/PANMaobile/Bank/Signature etc.)

mandatory, we appeal to the shareholders to update the same, if nol already done, through the

Depository Participants (Demat shares) / RTA (Physical shares). Updation of Email address will

facilitate receipt of all future communications relating to Annual Reports, Dividend etc.

E s EE For Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited

V. Murali

Company Secretary

Flace ' Mumbal
s July 12, 2024

B et | i@pe! | (@ el

v hindustanpetmiesm.com

¢ Saraswat
Bank

Saraswat Co-operative Bank Ltd.

(Scheduled Bank)

Registered Office: Ekanath Thakur Bhavan,
953, Appasaheb Marathe Marg, Prabhadevi, Mumbai 400 025.

NOTICE: 106" ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the 106" Annual General Meeting of the Bank
will be held on Saturday, 27" July 2024 at 4.00 p.m. at Pracharya
B. N. Vaidya Sabhagrah, Raja Shivaji Vidyasankul, Hindu Colony, Dadar
(East), Mumbai — 400 014 to transact the following business concerning
the Bank:-

AGENDA

1 To consider and approve the Annual Accounts which consist of the
Report of the Board of Directors, the Report of the Statutory Auditors,
the Balance Sheet and the Profit and Loss Account for the year ended
31" March, 2024.

2 To appropriate Net Profit and declare Dividend on Equity Shares and
Dividend on Perpetual Non Cumulative Preference Shares (PNCPS)
as recommended by the Board of Directors for the year ended
31" March, 2024.

3 Toapprove
a. Amendments to Bank's Bye-law Nos. 4, 55A, 58,61, 64A
b. Addition of New Bye-law Nos. 6(E)(i), 24A, 75

4 To appoint Statutory Auditors for the Financial Year 2024-25 and to
authorize the Board of Directors to fix their remuneration. The Board of
Directors recommends M/s Gokhale & Sathe, Chartered
Accountants, 304/308/309, Udyog Mandir No. 1, 7-C, Bhagoji Keer
Marg, Mahim, Mumbai — 400 016 & M/s P. G. Bhagwat LLP,
Chartered Accountants, Suite 102, Orchard, Dr. Pai Marg, Baner,
Pune—411 045, for appointment as Statutory Auditors.

5 To grant Leave of Absence to the members of the Bank who have
not attended this 106" Annual General Meeting.

By Order of the Board of Directors.
sd/-

Arti Patil
Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer

Mumbai, June 28, 2024

Note: If there is no quorum for the Meeting at the appointed time, in terms
of Bye-law No. 48, the Meeting shall stand adjourned to 5.00 p.m. on the
same day and the Agenda of the Meeting shall be transacted at the same
venue irrespective of the Rule of Quorum.,

P.S.: The Annual Report is available on Bank's website
www.saraswatbank.com. Members, desirous of having a printed copy,
are requested to collect the same from the nearest branch / Zonal Office
or from the Registered Office of the Bank.

Members are requested to bring valid photo identity proof at the time of
attending Annual General Meeting for security purpose.
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BUSINESS BY BIDS
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M Project Management Unit

Jal Marg Vikas Project-ll (Arth Ganga) L
l\«"@\l INLAND WATERWAYS AUTHORITY OF INDIAEEEERES

[Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Walerways, Govi. of India)

Head Office: A-13, Sector — 1, Noida - 201 301;
Phone: 0120-2544004, Fax: 0120-2543976 ve. iwal@nic.in

National Competitive Bidding

e-Bids are invited from interested bidders for “Renovation/Modification
of Building/Infrastructure works at National Inland Navigation
Institute (NINI) at Patna”. The Tender Documents and other relevant
details are available at IWAI website www.iwai.nic.in and e-procuremant
site https:/leprocure.gov.in/ eprocure/app.

Date; 12.07.2024 Vice Chairman & Project Director (JMVP)

POWER TRANSMISSION CORPORATION OF UTTARAKHAND LTD.

(A Govt. of Uttarakhand Enterprise)

"Vidyut Bhawan" Near ISBT Crossing, Saharanpur Road, Majra, Dehradun- 245002
Corporate D : L40101URZ0045GCO2BETS Tel. Mo.: 0135-2642711

E-TENDER CORRIGENDUM

The pre bid clarification of the E-Tender for “Construction of 132 kV
GIS Switching Substation for RVNL at Rishikesh and 132 kV GIS
Switching Substation for RVMNL at Ranihat (Srinagar)” against
Tender Specification no. PTCUL/C&P-I/E-Tender/55-01/2024-25"
has been uploaded on e-tender website and the last date submission
of e-bid is 19-07-2024 upto 15:30 Hrs. For more details please
visit e-tender website www.uktenders.gov.in (tender id no.
2024 PTCU1 72478 1) and for e-tender notice our website
www. ptcul.org. All other terms and conditions shall remain same.,
For any assistance on E-Tendering, Please contact
+91-88998390000.

RO No: 1202HAPUIPTCUL!

Date - 10/07/2024 Superintending Engineer (C&P-)
"Save Electricity in the Interest of Nation™

OFFICE OF THE EXCISE COMMISSIONER, CHHATTISGARH, RAIPUR

GST BHAWAN, NORTH BLOCK SECTOR-19, NAWA RAIPUR.

ATAL NAGAR, CHHATTISGARH
E-mail id: excise.comm@cg.nic.in | Contact No.: 0771-2512612

Sr. No.
Date:
To,

Despatch No.

NOTICE INVITING OFFERS FOR REGISTRATION
AND
SUPPLY OF FOREIGN LIQUOR IN THE STATE OF CHHATTISGARH

NO. RATE OFFER/2024-25/ 4463 Dated 11.07.2024

1. Sealed offers are invited from Person/Firm/Company or
Corporation lawfully engaged in manufacturing of IMFL/
Malt (hereafter referred to as supplier) for registration and
entering into rate contract with the Department of Excise,
Chhattisgarh for supply of IMFL/FMFL/Malt for the FY
2024-25i.e.01.09.2024 10 31.03.2025.

2. Offers for FMFL are invited from manufacturers owning a
Distillery/ Brewery/Blending unit situated outside |ndia.
Such offers on behalf of the Foreign Manufacturers may
be submitted through a firm/ company registered in India
(hereafter referred to as supplier).

3. The last date for receipt of rate offers in the Office of the
Excise Commissioner at Raipur (Chhattisgarh) is
26.07.2024 by 17:30 hrs. which shall be opened on
29.07.2024 at 11:00 hrs. The participating firms shall
deposit a non-refundable fee of Rs. 59,000/- (50,000 +
18% GST) (Rupees Fifty-Nine Thousand only) towards
registration by account payee Bank Draft of any
Mationalised Bank/ Scheduled Commercial Bank payable
at Raipurin favour of Excise Commissioner.

Application form along with the terms and conditions
governing the offers and other documents can be obtained
from the office of Excise Commissioner, GST Bhawan, North
Block, Sector-19, Nawa Raipur, Atal Nagar, Chhattisgarh on
payment of non-refundable fee of Rs. 23,600/- (20,000 +
18% GST) (Rupees Twenty-Three Thousand Six Hundred
only) by demand draft of any Nationalised/ Scheduled
Commercial Bank drawn in favour of Excise Commissioner
payable at Raipur. Sd/-

R. SHANGEETHA
EXCISE COMMISSIONER

G-242501043/7 CHHATTISGARH

& BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE

: Office of the Executive Engineer,
m Shivajinagar Division, Queens Road, Bengaluru - 560052,

No: EE/SJN/TEND/03/2024-25 Date: 10-07-2024

INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER
(Two Cover System) (Through GOK KPP Portal only)

The Executive Engineer (Shivajinagar Division), BEMP,
Bengaluru invites tenders from eligible Contractors registered
in BBMP or equivalent registration with CPWD / KPWD /
Railways / MES / National Highway or any State Government
Organizations for the Construction of Works detailed below.

g Name of the Work

Repairs to existing Ground Floor and Construction of
1st Floor of Maternity Hospital (Poor House Hospital) with
Furniture and Equipment at Thimmaiah Road in Ward
MNo. 120, Bharathi Nagar and Repairs to BBMP Building
1 | and Improvements of Premises at Thimmaiah Road in
Ward No. 117, Vasanth Nagar. (Package No: 01) -
Approximated Amount of Work (Rs. in Lakhs): 500.00,
EMD Amount (in Rs.): 7,50,000.00 (Rs. 1,00,000.00 NEFT
Remaining Rs. 6,50,000.00 Lakhs Bank Guarantee)

Improvements to BEMP Hafeeza School in Ward No.119,
Shivajinagar and Construction of RCC Drain at Indira
Canteen in Ward No. 119, Shivajinagar. (Package No: 02)
2. Approximated Amount of Work (Rs. in Lakhs): 500.00,
EMD Amount (in Rs.): 7,50,000.00 (Rs. 1,00,000.00 NEFT
Remaining Rs. 6,50,000.00 Lakhs Bank Guarantee)

Providing Lift, Roof Truss and Kitchen Utensils Furniture
and Interior Works at Sports Center and Community Hall
at Ward No. 120, Bharathi Nagar, Construction of Building
for Bangalore-1 at Shivaji Road in Ward No. 120, Bharathi
Magar and Improvements and Development of Papaiah
Garden Park and its Surroundings in Ward No. 118,
Sampangirama Nagara. (Package No: 03) - Approximated
Amount of Work (Rs. in Lakhs): 500.00, EMD Amount
(in Rs.): 7,50,000.00 (Rs. 1,00,000.00 NEFT Remaining
Rs.6,50,000.00 Lakhs Bank Guarantee)

Comprehensive Development of Bazar Street Cross
Road in Ward No. 121, Ulsoor and Comprehensive
Development of Ulsoor Market Area in Ward No. 121,
4 | Ulsoor. (Package MNo: 04) - Approximated Amount of
Work (Rs. in Lakhs): 500.00, EMD Amount (in Rs.):
7,50,000.00 (Rs. 1,00,000.00 NEFT Remaining
Rs.6,50,000.00 Lakhs Bank Guarantee)

Improvements to Compound Wall and Grave Yard at
Mandidurga Road in Ward No. 116, Ramaswamy Palya,
Improvements of Roads and Drains at Abshat Layout in
Ward No. 117, Vasanth Nagar and Improvements to
5 | BBMP School at Thimmaiah Road and Narayanapillai
Street Junction in Ward No. 120. (Package No: 05) -
Approximated Amount of Work (Rs. in Lakhs): 500.00,
EMD Amount (in Rs.): 7,50,000.00 (Rs. 1,00,000.00 NEFT
Remaining Rs. 6,50,000.00 Lakhs Bank Guarantee)

Calendar of Events: 1) Tender Documents may be
downloaded from the GOK Karnataka Public Procurernent Portal
Website: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in from 12-07-2024.
2) Pre Bid Meeting will be held on 01-08-2024 at 12.00 Hrs.
noon at Office of the Executive Engineer, Shivajinagar
Division, Queens Road, Bengaluru-560052. 3) Tenders must
be Submitted Online through Karnataka Public Procurement
Portal on or before 16.00 Hrs. on 03-08-2024. 4) Technical
Bids will be Opened on https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in at Office
of the Executive Engineer, Shivajinagar Division, BEMP,
Bengaluru on 05-08-2024 at 16.30 Hrs. (if possible or next
working day). Further details can be had from the above office.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Shivajinagar Division, BEMP.

i-28 JAIPUR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
i

Indra Circle, Jawahar Lal Nehru Marg, Jaipur - 302004

Mo.: |JDA/EE/Survey & Record/2024/D-166 Dated: 05.04.2024

NOTICE INVITING BID

NIB No.: IDA/EE (Survey & Record)/02/2024-25
Online Bids are invited up-to 06:00 PM of 05.08.2024 for "Survey work by Drone in
JDA Region, JDA, Jaipur (Rate Contract) (2024-2025)" The last date for Applying
Bid and making online payment on JDA portal is up-to 06:00 PM of 05,08.2024.
The estimated cost of NIB is Rs. 32,50,000.00/- Details may be seen in the Bidding
Document at our office or the 5tate Public Procurement Portal

website www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and
www.jda.rajasthan.gov.in

{UBN NO.JDA24255LRLO0122)

To participate in the bid, bidder must:

A. Participate in Tender & Deposit Payment on 'Online Tender Participation Portal
of JDA at www.]jda.rajasthan.gov.in of by Single-Sign on at http://
Service, jaipur)da.org.

B. Submit e-Bid on e-Procurement portal of GOR at www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in

rorwine il e 7 2v50 Executive Engineer (Survey & Record)

]#5 li-144 8 Punjab State Power Corporation Limited

Regd. Office : PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala - 147001
Corporate ldentity Number : U40109PB20105GC033813
Website : www . pspcl.in (Contact No. 96461-20640)

Tender Enquiry No. 1682/CHP/CS&HMMC/O&M/PC-2561
Dated : 10-07-2024

Chief Engineer/O&M (P&P Cell-1), GHTP, Lehra Mohabbat,
invites E-tender for the Procurement of Conveyor Belts,
Quantity as per NIT. For detailed NIT & tender Specification
please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 10-07-2024
at17:00 hrs. onwards.

Note : Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published
online at https://leproc.punjab.gov.in

GHTP-53024, DPR/PD. "E1556M 5004/ 002 W 35560

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE FOR THE SUPPLY OF
STORES NO. E-04/2024

Firms are requested io Login to hitp:iireps.gov.in-login->E.Tender-goods &
senvices (new) and quote against the following tenders. Manual Quotations will not
be entertained for these tenders. Chosing time for the tender is 14,30 hrs,

5. No | Tender No | Brief Description of Stores | QUANTITY | DUE DATE

1. 61245248 |CHANMEL MS G 43 MTs. 120872024

Please note that only online quotations submitted through IREPS portal will be
accepted and the offers are to be digitally signed.

Dy. Chief Materials Manager, Signal Stores Depot, Podanur

'[’4_5 la-14.4 8 Punjab State Power Corporation Limited

Regd. Office : PSPCL Head Office, The Mall, Patiala - 147001
(Corporate ldentity Number : U40109PB20105GC033813)
Website : www.pspcl.in Contact Mo, 36461-1T651

V.0.CHIDAMBARANAR PORT AUTHORITY

Civil Engineering Department
TUTICORIN - 628 004

GLOBAL NOTICE INVITING TENDER

(Only Through E-Tendering Mode)
VOCPA E-Tendering WEhSIIE https://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app

NIT No. 01/NCB Ill Backup yard / PD / 2024-25 / D.1947 Date:12.07.2024
V.0.Chidambaranar Port invites tenders (Online tenders) in “Two bid

system” from interested, reputed, well experienced Contractor having sufficient
experience as per the tender to carry out the work,

Tender Enquiry.No. 152/Dy.CE/Th.Op./CD-36/Vol-VIII/O&M/
GHTP/2024 Dated : 10/07/2024

Dy. Chief Engineer/Operation Circle, GHTP, Lehra Mohabbat invites
E-Tender for the work : To provide eighteen No. B.Sc./B-Tech/B.Sc.
(Agriculture), HSW for the Operation of Chemical Depariment for a period
of one year.

For detailed NIT & tender specifications, please refer to

https://leproc.punjab.gov.in E-Tender Enquiry No.
2024 POWER_123750_1 from 11/07/2024 from 17:00 Hrs. onwards.

Note : Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in only.

The Odisha State Co-operative Milk

Producers’ Federation Limited

D-2, Sahid Nagar, Bhubaneswar-751007
PH NO.: 0674-2546030, 2540273, 2540417, 2540074
E-mail ID: omfedi@yahoo.com

wwnw.omfed.com
Dale : 1207 2024

SEALED OFFER FOR SALE OF COW WHITE BUTTER/SMP/GHEE

OMFED invites sealed tender for sale of Cow Butter, SMP & Ghee
available at Arilo Dairy & OMTDC. The Bid document is available in the
website: www.omfed.com from 10.00 AM of 12.07.2024 to 3.00 PM of
22.07.2024 & last date of bid submission at Omfed on 22.07.2024 at
03.00 PM. The Techno-Commercial bids shall be opened at 4.00 P.M of
22.07.2024 at OMFED Corporate office in the presence of the interested
bidders. The Management reserves the right to accept or reject any or all
the bid document or part thereof without assigning any reason. Any
addendums/corrigendum will be published only on our westrds}te

Ma naging Director
CHFR-DE0E] 1101 8724-25

GHTP-BAI24, DPRIPL.TE1H6M 20096 20 WA55TY

Name of work Backup yard development at NCB Il

Estimated value of work put to|Rs. 3,52,19,475/- (Rupees Three crores fifty
tender (in Indian Rupees) two lakhs nineteen thousand four hundred and
seventy five only)

Period of completion 4 months (Four Months)

Downloading of Tender from VOCPA 112.07.2024 to 01.08.2024
online e-tendering website

Last date and time for submission  [(1.08.2024 upto 15:00 Hrs
of Tender through online
Online Technical Bid opening date  |02.08.2024 at 75:30 Hrs

and time

Eamest Money Deposit (EMD) Rs.7,04,390/- (Rupees Seven lakhs four

thousand three hundred and ninety anly)

Validity of offer 120 days

For further details, visit port Website: www.vocport.gov.in
Ph.No : 0461-2352270, Fax: 0461-2352274 Sd/-
Email : ce@vocport.gov.in, vocportce@gmail.com CHIEF ENGIMNEER

OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDING
ENGINEER PHED CIRCLE ALWAR

CORRIGENDUM OF NIT 3-13/ 2024-25
Corrigendum of NIT_ 3-13/2024-25.are as follows:-

MAHARASHTRA STATE ROAD DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD.
(A Govt. of Maharashira underiaking)

Opp. Bandra Reclamation Bus Depot, K.C. Marg, Bandra (W),
Mumbai -400 050, Maharashtra State, INDIA.

MSRDC Tel.: 022-26517928 Fax:022-264178%3 Website : www.msrdc.in
E-Tender Portal : https://mahatenders.gov.in

email : maintenance. msrdc@gmail com

CIN No. U45200MH19965GC101586

NOTICE INVITING BID
Tender No. : T- 2793 Date : 12.07.2024

Maharashtra State Road Development Corporation (MSRDG), Mumbai
intends to invite the bids from eligible Contractors for the following

The Brihanmumbai Electrie

Supply & Transport Undertaking
(OF THE BRIHANMUMBAI MAHANAGARPALIKA)

TENDER NOTICE

E-tenders are invited for the supply of following items.

(1) 78877 - Polypropylene Cash Bag for E-Ticketing

Re - invited e-tenders

(2) 78642, (3) 78670, (4) 78754, (5) 78755, (6) 78760, (7) 78745,
(8) 78744.

MNote: For more details, log on to
website https://mahatenders.gov.in

work PRO/AAM({M)/39/2024 GENERAL MANAGER
Sr.No. Mame of Work —
1 |Annual Maintenance, Cleaning and Housekeeping of MSRDC NN
Head office at Nepean Sea road, Corporate office at Bandra MﬂHﬂTF AN/ :..ZU M

(W), 5.P.A. office at Belapur and Nirmal office at Nariman Point
forthe period of Two years (2024-2026)

The complete BID document can he viewed / downloaded from official
portal http://mahatenders.gov.in from 12.07.2024 @ 11.00 Hrs. to
26.07.2024 @ 15.00 Hrs. Pre-bid meeting for above work will be held on
18.07.2024 at 15.00 Hrs. in MSRDC Bandra office.

MSRDC reserves the right to accept or reject all or any of the BIDs
without assigning any reason whatsoever.

Vice Chairman & Managing Director
MSROC Ltd., Mumbai

Walewsndiis Siada Elaclricdy Trins

MSETCL invites unllne 'JIUE (E-Tender] for following

S.N | Tender No. & Description

1 |RFx. No. 7000032114, Supply, Civii ETC works of 400kV
1x125MVAr 3ph bus reactor with NGR along with allied
equipment and Civil Works at 400kV Chandrapur switching
S/5tn - (Excluding supply of 400KV 1X125MVAR bus reactor)
EMD Rs. 392,715.66/- & Tender Fees; Rs.5000/- (GST extra)

S.No.| NIT No, | Particulars As per TD Replace with

1: 03-13/20 04.07 2024
24-25 upto 06.00 PM

22.07.2024
upto 06.00 PM

Last Date for
submission
of bid document

Due data 05.07.2024 23.07.2024
of opening at 11:00 AM at 11:00 AM

2.| In reference to point 03 of the order number 9.6 (2) Famafasf
2018 9997, dated June 27, 2024 issued by the Finance Department, Gowvt,

of Rajasthan, regarding the amendment in Appendix XV of PWHR and AR
Part Il. the following amendments are heraby issued in the NIT No 03-
13/2024-26 dated .June 12,2024 issued by this offica:

03/2024-25 | Eligibility | The bidder should be | The bidder should be
Criteria; | registered/ enlisted in |registered/ enlisted in
Tenderer | Class B or above in PHED | Class C or above in
Class | Rajasthan as per PWF & E'R’%ifﬂa Eﬂhaﬂn as 1:éer
AR Part | endix 16 art | Appendix
dated m.n?ﬂpggg and | 16 dated 01.07.1999 and
amendments issued by | @mendments issued by

concemed department up concerned department

2 up to date., The
En ﬁ;tfg dThii?ﬁntffﬂ? contractors enlisted with

department of Government other department  of

of Rajasthan or enlisted Government of
Rajasth listad with
with CPWDI Postall | poas onorenistac wi

CPWD/ Postall Telecom/
Telecomy Railway/ MES/ :

Railway /| MES/ other
other state Govi. | Cenlral | state Govt, / Central Gowt,
Govt, undertakings /|undertakings |/
prganizations equivalent lo

organizations equivalent
AA Class of GOR shall also | to AA Class of GOR shall
be eligible. A self-attesied

also be eligible. A self-
copy of Registration |attested copy of
Certificate is to be | Registration Certificate is
enclosed. Unregistered

to b_e enclosed.
contractors shall not be | Unregistered conlractors
allawad.

= | BANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

(Wholly owned by Government of Karnataka undertaking)
(CIN-U0L010KAZ0025GC030438)

BRIEF TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Through e-procurement)

BESCOM invites tenders through e-procurement platform
from eligible Bidders for “Strengthening of HT/ILT Network
in Elephant Habitat & Elephant Corridors by creating Safe
Corridors for Elephants and other Wildlife in Kolar Circle
Area of BESCOM Jurisdiction for a period of one year on
Total Turnkey Percentage Quoting Basis".

| TE -1

Sl. No. Description Enquiry Nos.
1 KGF Division, BESCOM BESCOM/2024-25/EL/
Jurisdiction WORK_INDENT172

shall not be aliowead.
The bidder should be | The bidder should be
registared/ enlisted in

registered/ enlisted in
Class A ar above in FHED

Class B or above in
Rajasthan as per PWF & PHED Rajasthan as per
AR Part | Appendix 16

PWF&AR Part | Appendix
dated 01.07.1999 and 16 dated 01.07.1999 and
amendments issued by

amendments issued by
concerned department
concemed department up | yp to datap. The
to date. The confractors | contractors enlisted with
enlisted with other|other department of
depariment of Government
of Rajasthan or enlisted

Government of
Rajasthan or enlisted with

with CPWD/ Postal/

Telecom/ Railway/ MES/

CPWD/ Postal! Telecom/
other state Govt ( Central

Railway! MES/ other
state Govt, / Central Gowt,

Govt, undertakings/

organizations equivalent to

undertakings/
Af Class of GOR shall also

organizations equivalent
1o AA Class of GOR shall
be eligible. A self-attesied
copy of Registration

also be eligible. A seli-
Certificate is to be

attested copy of
Registration Certificate is

enclosed. Unregistered

contractors shall not be

to be enclosed.
allowead,

04/2024-25 | Eligibility
05/2024-25 | Criteria;
06/2024-25 | Tenderer
072024-25| Class

08/2024-25
09/2024-25
10/2024-25
111202425
12/2024-25
13/2024-25

Unregistered confractors
shall not be allowed.

All ather t-erms conditions & specifications shall remain unchanged,

UBN:- PHE2425WS0B01840 PHE2425WS0B01642 PHEZ425WSOB016S6
PHE2425WS0OB01657 PHE2425WS0B01658 PHE2425WSO0OB01659
PHE2425WS0OB01660 PHE2425WS0B01663 PHE2425WS0B01665
PHE2425WS0OB01668 PHE2425WSOB01671 Sd/-

Superintending Enginear

Bid Documents available: 12.07 2024 Last date for
Bid Submission: 12.08 2024, 15:00 Hrs. Opening of Bid
Document: 13.08.2024, 15:15 Hrs,

The Tenders can be obtained through KPP portal web-site
hitp://kppp.karnataka.govin. Aspiring Bidders need fo
register on KPP portal. Further Bidders can take assistance
with KPFF help desk contact numbers (+91-8046010000,
+91-8068948777 ) or email at support@eprochelpdesk.com.

Sd/-

A nnae st tPl The General Manager (Ele.),

Tenders Available at. https://srmetender.mahatransco.in; Due date
for online submission upto: 19.07.2024 14:00Hrs; Tender Opening
19.07.2024 15:00 Hrs if possible —~5d—

Chief Engineer EHV PC O&M Zone Nagpur.

Krishi Vigyvan Kendra, Danta, Barmer (Raj.)
Extension of Date of Tender

No: SURE/KVK/Danta/2024/ 267 Dated 10.7.2024
A Tender Notice MNo.: SURE/KVK/Danta/2024/141 dated
14.06.2024 was publised in the Times of India in the edition of dated 16th
June, 2024 for the establishment & installation of Processing Lines: 1.
Cumin Processing Ling, 2. Bakery Unit - Pearl Millet based cookies, 3.
Extrusion Line and tenders were invited by us upto 09.6.2024. Dueto lack
number of tenders received, the date of receiving tender is being hereby
extended upto 31 July, 2024. Other terms & conditions will remain as per
above referred Tender Notice. Tender documents along with Terms &
Conditions, Date and Time of Tenders Opening and Tender Evaluation
Forms of each of the above mentioned Tender Notice can be downloaded
fromwebsite: www. barmer1 . kvkZ.in Sd/-

Senior Scientist & Head
KVK{Barmer-Il)

Download “BESCOM Mithra™ Mobile APP Procurement, BESCOM

a. . ui=E

U.P. State Road Transport Corporation

@mf Parivahan Bhavan, Tehri Kothi, 6 M.G. Marg, Lucknow-226001 (U.P)

E-Tender No.: 1824MT/2024-66MT/2016

E-TENDER NOTICE

U.P.5.R.T.C. is inviting E-tenders from only eligible sources (Eligibility
for participating in tender is given in tender document for following depots:-

Name of ltems:- TECHNICAL BID & FINANCIAL BID FOR PERIODICAL
MAINTENANCE, OVERHAULING OF ASSEMBLIES, BODY WORK ON
TATA/LEYLAND BUSES WITH LABOUR, LUBRICANTS AND SPARE PARTS
COSTWITHNEWANDRTDTYRE

1-Ta| Depot, Agra region, 2-Sahibabad Depot, Ghaziabad region, 3-Sohrab Gate
Depot, Mearut region, 4-Chutmalpur Depot, Saharanpur region, 5-Etah Depot,
Aligarh region, G-Najibabad Depot, Moradabad region, 7-Badaun Depot, Bareilly
region, B-Hardoi Depot, Hardoi region, 3-Etawah Ijep-::-t. Etawah region, 10-Vikas
Magar Depol, Kanpur region, 11-Jhansi Depot, Jhansi region, 12-Awadh Depot,
Lucknow region, 13-Sultanpur Depotl, Ayodhya region, 14-Zero REoad Depot,
Frayagra] region, 15-Ballia Depot, Azamgarh region, 16-Deona Depot,
Gorakhpur region, 17-Cantt Depot, Varanasi region, 18-Banda Depot. Chitrakoot
region, 19-Balrampur Depot, Devipatan region,

Availability & e-submission of e-Tender on e-portal:- W.E F12.07.2024 to
05.08.2024 up to 12.00 noon.

Opening of e-Tender document : - 06.08 2024 at 14.00 Hrs

Pre Bid Meaeting has being fixed on Dated 22.07.2024 at 12:00 noon in maeting
hall UIPSETC{HQ) Lucknow

All e-tenders of UPSRTC shall be available on the websie of Govl. e-portal
elender.up.nic.in, Detailed Bill of quantity, Eligibility for participating in tender,
ather tarms and conditions of the lender and calendartiming of the tender may ba
sean on Govl. e-portal etender.up.nic.in

Pigaze do visit etender.up.nic.in from time o time before last dale of
submission of tender for any possible amendment/corrigendumfaddendum.
Any  amendment/cormigendum/addendum only published in e-portal of
gtender.up.nic.in. For any querny/carification regarding submission of e-tender
vendors may call on following helpline numbers of NIC:

1-0522-2286809/808 2-0522-4130303/2298813 3-09935149327

Dated : 11.07.2024

Additional Manaw Director

WN;iTi58 TAMILNADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED

Unit - 1 : Kagithapuram - 639 136. Karur Dist.
Tamil Nadu. Ph.: 04324 - 277001 (10 Lines)

Unit - 2 : Mondipatti - 621 306, Trichy District,
Tamil Nadu, Ph.: 04332 - 261600

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

Tender Mo, Scope of Work Due date

Procurement of Gl Gratings under Annual

232413 Rate Contract

001881 TNPL will follow Two Bid system and 25.07.2024
E-Tender cum Auction.

242523 Procurement of Clay No-1 (Spray Dried) for

001197 Board Machine of Unit - |1, 26.07.2024

Email 232413001881 - purchase.enggi@tnpl.co.in
A 242523001197 - purchaseimp.u2@tnpl.co.in

Cormigendum if any will be issued in TNPL Website & NIC Poral only.
Detailed requirements, Period, Terms & conditions, Tender fee, EMD elc., are
available in the tender document at our websies : www.inpl.com /[
https:/fitntenders.gov.in/nicgeplapp

DIPR/Z2268/Tenderf2024

INPL -

Muaker of bagasse based eco-friendly Puper

ITATLM 1o Bier ulieg

AdE WEE 19, WLE [ -rrui B -TRIERND, O34)-FTEleER
EHTE U e R I e 235 AT E a1 0T o

g‘. F-Tl-l'l‘n-.l 11-4 11 ﬂu.rr 54 / 2024 ?5 TE il:h 08, ur :'mu

] J-rm-ﬁlrrl aliom mincioa hisgragu ﬂ'r-u-l um‘-‘l' CTIE

| i H | A & T Assrmre"L &l =] T el 3 H
TE A s = R = '.:"J.'- .':: STRT W T s i .': .'-'-.- .:r'. A | wiem o Al i P
E T 1 - -

™ MiFa-0R M W = 1= n

2 |

W e s T T bRoT Soaa W

Foa0dd m ETHEY s2 00 WO
-

T8 =950 TSI & Ry BT= 97 9 T Tes

A m #r 24, 2088 UBN REC24T55LOB0001)
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r-f'-l”’:m a\h 99"‘-’“ AR QIR Po:- Engineering Schoo ? PARALA MAHARAJA ENGINEERING COLLEGE
b M LTI SAIR, TN, (An autonomous college affiliated to Biju Pattnaik University of Technology, Odisha)

= gITy SAIQ A9, 9999 Berhampur-760011 SITALAPALLI: BERHAMPUR: DIST.:-GANJAM: PIN-761003

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BERHAMPUR
serwbpr2004@yahoo.com, Tel/Fax:- 0680-2404287)

(E-Mail:-

No. PMEC/Lib.J 454

TENDER NOTICE

CENTRE FOR RAILWAY
5] INFORMATION SYSTEMS M

Chanakyapuri, New Delhi - 110021 ml

Corrigendum
Tender No. 01245133 for “Sedection of Master
System Integrator for the Central Video
Management System (CVMS) on the Public
Clowd for the [P-based CCTY Surveillance for
Indizn Railways for B Years™
Tender Closing DateTime stands revised!

Date : 10.07.2024

NOTICE

FOR PM-JANMAN UNDER PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJANA (PMGSY)

E-Mail / E-despatch

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH “e”-Procurement

Bid identification No. Online TEndar!l]ﬁ-!l]!i-!ﬁ!FMGEﬂBFR

be opened on 31/07/2027 at 11.00 AM.

The Chief Construction Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Berhampur on behalf of Odisha
State Rural Road Agency invites the percentage rate bids in electronic tendering system
for construction of Roads / Bridges under PRADHAN MANTRI- JANJATI ADIVASI NYAYA
MAHA ABHIYAN (PM-JANMAN Batch-1/2023-24) under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak
Yojana (PMGSY) in the districts of Ganjam & Gajapati for 02 (Two) number of packages
with estimated cost totalling to Rs. 12.44 Cr (Approximate) including their maintenance
registered with State PWD/CPWD/MES / Railways.
The registered bidder of outside Odisha, can also participate in this process, but shall have
to subsequently undergo registration with the appropriate authority of the State Gowt.
preferably within a month of the deadline for bid submission, but prior to signing of the

for five years from the eligible contractors

contract

Date of release of Invitation for Bids through e-procurement. Did. 15.07.2024
Availability of Bid Documents and mode of submission : The bid document is available
online and should be submitted online in www.pmgsytenders.gov.in. The bidder would
be required to register in the web-site which is free of cost. For submission of the bids, the
bidder is required to have a valid Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized
Certifying Authorities. The bidders are required to submit (a) onginal Demand Draft towards
the cost of bid document and (b) original bid security declaration and (c) original affidavit
regarding correctness of information furnished with bid document as per provisions of Clause
4.4 B (a) (ii) of ITB with Chief Construction Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Berhampur
If Superintendinﬂ Engineer of the Concerned divisions on a date not later than three
er the opening of technical qualification part of the Bid, either by

registered post or by hand, failing which the bids shall be declared non-responsive.

Last Date/Time for receipt of bids through e-procurement : 29.07.2024 upto 5.30 P.M
For further details and corrigendum (if any) please log on to www.pmgsytenders.gov.in.

Sdi-

Chief Engineer
R.W.Circle, Berhampur

DIPR-2507 111110008/24-25

working days a

without assigning any reason thereof.

Sealed tenders are invited from the reputed firms (Book sellers) / Publishers with valid GST
Mo. and PAM for supply of Library Books. Tender document cost of #1,000/- (Rupees one
thousand) only and EMD cost of 76,000/- (Rupees six thousand) only in shape of Account
Payee demand draft separately in favour of “Principal, Parala Maharaja Engineering
College” payable at Berhampur from any nationalized Bank.

The tender document is available in the official website of this college i.e. www.
Interested parties may submit the Tender document on or before 30/07/2027.

The undersigned reserve the right to extend the date and accept and reject any or all tenders

extended upto 14.08,20:24 {15:30 hrs. )
For further details, please visit IREPS website
(www.ireps.gov.in). CRIS/New Delhi

SOUTH EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY

en_.an.il_'l.
ne bids wil| I™“F _TENDER NOTICE FOR
UPGRADATION /
MODERNISATION OF
i KALAMANA GOOD SHED
PMEC, Berhampur CPM/GSU, South East Central
OIPR-1407711100001/24-25 Railway, MNagpur, acting for and on
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behalfl of the PFresident of India,
invites E-Tenders for the execution of
below mentioned work
Tender Notice No.:
NGP-2024-25
Name of the Work: Upgradation/
Modemisation of Kalamana Goods
Shed of Nagpur Division of SECR
Aprx. Tender Value: T 15 54 34 347/-
Earnest Money: T 9 27 200/-
Bidders will be able to submit their
original { revised bids up to 15:00 Hrs
on 29.07.2024 only.
Manual offers are not allowed against
the Tenders and any such manual
offer received shall be rejected
Details are available on our website
WWw.ireps.gov.in.
Dy. Chief Engineer - GSU,
South East Central Railway,
AIM/AT-60 MNagpur

gty dAlNd EIEIIE[

CPM-GSU-08-

GERIED

apefieror arfirg=m
(wag) ufo ¥a a0

e



THE TIMES OF INDIA, MUMBAI *
FRIDAY, JULY 12, 2024

TIMES

NATION

13

Apple sends spyware attack alertto

users in 98 countries, including India

Fic for IEI:I-I'EE-’EﬂtEI.‘tI‘L‘-I‘I

Warns Of

iPhone associated with yvour
ApplelD”.

In the warning, the
1Phone maker further said

ers in India.

In Aprilthis year, thetech
glant sent threat notifica-
tions to select users in 92

- Govt officer dies
on stage while
singing bhajan

Eerhampur: ADM reve-
nue of Odisha's Gajapati
died of a heart attack while
singinga bhajan at a get-to-
gether of district officers
in Paralakhemundi on
Wednesday night.

Guwahati: Three people
: drowned and two went mis-
. sing after an overloaded boat
. returning from a cremation
: ceremony capsized in a floo-
: ded low-lying farmland in a

village in Assam’s Goalpara

district on Thursday Of 26 on
. board, 21 people managed to
: swim tosafety, police said.

“The overloaded boat cap-
gized in Simlitola, a few met-
res from the raised cremation
ground,” said an official of
Disaster Management Autho-
ritv. The bodies of Sujan Mala-
kar (34), Jit Karmakar (17),
and Prasenjit Saha have been
recovered, while Uday Sarkar
(o0) and Gouranga Malakar

3 drown, 2 missing as boat capsizes in Assam

(47) are still missing, reports
Kangkan Kalita.

Flood situation in Assam
continues to be severe, affec-
ting nearly 14 lakh people
across 26 districts. Over 41,000
people have taken shelter in
relief camps, and an additio-
nal 72,000 are receiving aid
from distribution centres.

Pegasus-Like
Mercenary Hit

Times News NETwWoORK

Birendra Kumar Das,
54, collapsed on the stage at
Brundaban Palace. He was
taken to district hospital
which referred him to
MEKCG Medical College

: and Hospital, where he was
declared dead, reports
Hrusikesh Mohanty.

Chief minister Mohan
Majhi and his predecessor
Naveen Patnaik condoled
Das’'s death.

countries, including some in
India, who may have been
targeted using ‘mercenary
spyware’ like Pegasus from
the NSO Group.

Since 2021, the company
has sent threat notifications
multiple timesa vearasitde-
tected these attacks.

Recently, central govt
warned Apple users in India
about multiple vulnerabili-
ties in their devices.

that this attack is “likely tar-
geting yvou specifically be-
cause of who youare or what
yvoudo™. “

WESTERN RAILWAY

CANCELLATION NOTICE

r"". MAHARASHTRA REMOTE SENSING
&) APPLICATION CENTRE, NAGPUR

MRSAL  (An Autonomous Body of Planning Department, Govt. of Maharashtra)
VNIT Campus, South Ambazari Road, NAGPUR-240010. Website www.mrsac.gov.in
Tele No. 0712-2220086/2238576. Email : info-nagpur@mrsac.gov.in

Advt. No.MRSAC/RECRT-RS/03/2024

Applications are invited from the Indian citizens for the following post.
RESOURCES SCIENTIST: 4 (Four) Posts- one each Reserved for
VJ(C)/NT(A,B,D), EWS, OBC and General Category. Scale of Pay:
Level S-24, Rs.71100-211900 plus admissible allowances. Age
Limit: 40 years. The last date of submission of application is 5th
August, 2024. Visit www.mrsac.gov.in (see under "News" item) for
educational qualifications, experience, terms and conditions, other

details and application format. Director
MRSAC, Naﬂ‘

“Although i1it's never
possible to achieve absolute
certainty when detecting
such attacks, Apple has high
confidence in this warning-
—please take it seriously,”
the company added.

In Oct last vear, the US-
based teclnmln;,j. company
sent similar warnings to us-

Tender Notice No: BCT/24-25/104, Did:
02.07.2024. Name of the work : (1)
Repairs to FIAT Shop & other leaky areas
to arrest heavy leakages during monsoon
at Loweer Parel Workshop. (2] Prevention of
leakages by renovation to Painl Shop othear
leaky areas al Lower Parel Workshop,
Date of Opening: 30.07.2024 has now |
' been cancelled. 0333

New Delhi: Tech giant Ap-
ple has issued a fresh warn-
ingtoiPhoneusersinatleast
98 countries, including in In-
dia, about a potential new
mercenary spyware attack
like Pegasus. According to
the Apple warning, it has de-

The tech iant had sent similar
warnings to users in India last Oct

tected that “you are being
targeted by a mercenary spy-
ware attack that is trying to
remotely compromise the

Like us on: 3 facebook.com/WesternRly
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flooded UP while 2 dogs heavy showers soon: IMD e e s
saved from drowning Lightning kills 10in UP [T ———

Maharashtra State Agricultural Marketing Board, Pune invites Request
ightning strikes killed 10 people in for Qualif ir;atinn (RFQ) Egm Hlequest for Prqpn sal (RFP) frpm rfaputed
Bareilly: Most districts in Terai region of Uttar Pradesh’s Chandauli and and experienced consulting firm for Selection of Consulting firm for
UP have been severely affected by floods for Fatehpur districtsin 24 hours till Preparation of Detailed Project Report, Bid Process Management and
over a week, During this acute hardship, two Thursday. While five people, including Project Management Consultancy (PMC) for setting up of
purported videos highlighting contrasting two minors, died in Chandauli on International Flower Market at Talegaon Dabhade. Dist. Pune. The
E;ﬂg:ﬁ‘;ﬁ;;:ﬁiﬁ tf;?;ﬁ;f;:mh have gar- gﬁﬁﬂ:ﬁfﬁéﬁﬁig;ﬁiﬁﬁam consulting firm should submit their proposal in sealed envelope on or
In Lakhimpur Kheri, a mugger crocodile Thursday, said Chandauli DM Nikhil T beﬂ?ra 02/06/2024 up trﬂ 16.00 Hrs. The '_jﬂa”ﬁd RFQ cum RFPs are
was tied to a pole and tortured by locals, in- Funde. In Fatehpur, three women died avallale from 1¢///202 on website | Www.msamo.com.
cluding children, for hours. The adult croco- on Thursday, while two others were Amendments / modification / date extension to the Tender document,
dile had entered Basantapur village in Palia injured as lightning struck arice field. if any, will be uploaded in the website only.
tehsil and was later rescued by forest offici-

Inanother case, woman (21) died of Managing Director
als and released into a river. In neighbouring

lightning while tying her buffalo inside
Shahjahanpur, two men were seen in a video her house in Fatehpur.
carrying dogs through floodwaters forover 2 WTATT 3T=Ae 9T TeHT YTieras T ‘_&::Q"
kms tosafety, reports Kanwardeep Singh. INLAND WATERWAYS AUTHORITY OF INDIA ¥sve¥
Dudhwa Tiger Reserve field director La- {Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Govt. of India) =
Head Office ; A-13, Sector -1, Noida - 201 301 Phone: 0120-2527667,

lit Verma told TOI on Thursday, “A crocodile
Fax: 0120-2522969, he.mwai@nic.in

had entered into human habitat in Basanta-
pur and held captive by villagers. We tried to MOTICE INVITING TENDER
Bank to Bank Detailed Hydrographic Survey on National Waterway

TWO SIDES OF HUMANITY No. 2 (Bangladesh Border to Neamati)

e-Bids are invited from interested hidders for “Bank to Bank Detailed
sendarescue team but there wasnoroad con-

nectivity because of thefloods. Then we took H',-'tlr[:-grapl.uf survey on National Waterway No.2 (Bangladesh Blurtfer
the help of a‘bagh-mitra’ (locally trained vil- to Neamati)”. The Tender Documents and other relevant details are
lager to mitigate man-animal conflicts near available at IWA| website www.iwai.nic.in and g-procurement gite
Dudhwa forests)and the reptile was rescued. https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.

It had bruises and was released into its habi- Date 09.07.2024 H?DF}E&I? AE HIIE f HIEF
tat once found fit. No action was taken aga- ot '
instany villager as of now.”

A local in Basantapur, however, justified
their action. *This crocodile was big in size
and seemed to be dangerous. Recently, aman
lost his leg and a boy’s arm was severed in a
crocodile attack. We had no option but to tie
the reptile to a pole; it was self-defence. A few
children pelted stones, the reptile was not
harmed,” the man told TOI.

A few kilometres away in Shahjahanpur,
Arshad Hussain and Arif carried their “fri-
ends”, stuck infloodwaters, to safety. Arshad
told TOI; “We have two pet dogs—Brown (pit-
bull)and Tiger (German shepherd). Both we-
re scared of water which was deep and there
were chances of them drowning. The water
moved quickly into our farmhouse. There
were no tubes for support when we moved

it g "u

=5 TAMIL NADU CIVIL SUPPLIES CORPORATION

LRePl Head Office, No.35FV + 6GF, CMRL DEPOT, KOYAMBEDU, CHENNAI - 600107

Ph.No. (044) 26426773 Email 1D . ; tnesc.tni@nic.in
CIN:U15137TN19725GC006157
No. BS10/022142/2024 E-TENDER NOTICE Date :11.07.2024
Bengal Gram (Whole) E-tender No.BS10/022142/2024 -TNCSC/24-25
Green Gram (Whole] E-tender No.BS10/025534/2024 -TNCSC{24-25
Online electronic e-tender for the * purchase of 431 MT.of Black
Bengal Gram (Whole) and 423 MT. of Green Gram (Whole) to deliver
at all the TNCSC's operational godowns in 39 Regions for issuing under
PTMGR NMP scheme and ICDS.

Complete e-tender document can be viewed and downloaded
through https:/itntenders.gov.in/nicgeplapp

The bidders have to participate online bidding anly with Digital
Signature Cerlificate (DSC) of Class-ll or Class-ll|

Last Date and Time for Online Submission :
11.30 AM

DIPR/2290/TENDER/2024

]#_g (#-14+ 8 Punjab State Power Corporation Limited

(Regd. Office : PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala - 147001)
Corporate ldentification Number (CIN) : U40109PB20105GC033813
Wabsite : www.pspcl.in (Contact Number 9646118754)

Tender Enquiry No. 323/HPS/ED-I/S-431 Dated : 10.07.2024
Dy. CE/Hydel Projects, PSPCL, Shed A-3, Shakti Vihar, PSPCL,
Patiala invites E-Tender for Design, manufacturing, supply,
installation and commissioning of 03 nos Float cum Boost Charger
for 02 nos 220V, 400AH Battery banks of Shanan Power House,
Joginder Nagar, H.P.

For detailed NIT & tender specification please refer to
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 11.07.2024 onwards.
NOTE : Corrigendum and Addendum, if any will be published online

at https://feproc.punjab.gov.in

C-424124, DPRPL.TE1556/M H3087 I3 35574
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Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Overall monsoon rain-
fall in June that had ended with 11%
deficit, turned to surplusduring July
5-10, but once again fell into negative
zone by reporting 2.3% less than nor-
mal cumulative (June 1-July 11) rain-
fall ason Thursday,

This deficit will, however, soon be
recovered as IMD predicted “wide-
spread rainfall with heavy to very he-
avyfalls” along West Coastand heavy
spell over central, east and northeast
India till July 17.

“Heavy to very heavy rainfall is
likely over Konkan and Goa, Madhya
Maharashtra and Coastal Karnataka
during Julv 12-15." it said in its fore-
ﬂEIbtﬂﬂ'l‘hLll“:tiEW The current overall
deficit of 2.3% is mainly due to 7.5%
of less than normal rainfall in cen-
tral India and 4.5% of deficit rainfall
in east and northeast India. Surplus
rainfall of 8.6% in peninsular India
and 1.4% in northwest India has, ho-
wever, not only reduced countrywide
deficit to 2.3% but has also improved
water storage situation in reservoirs
in these regions.

As a result, live water storage av-
ailable in 150 key reservoirs increa-
sed to 22% of total live storage capaci-
ty of these reservoirs on July 4 from
20% onJune 27. “Water storage situa-

27.07.2024 upto

tion will gradually improve as remai- MANAGING DIRECTOR
ning monsoon period is expected to
receive fairly good rainfall,” said offi-
cial of Central Water Commission.
Good rains in last fortnight in se-
veral parts of the countrv also helped
speed up ongoing sowing operations
of Kharif crops including pulses, oil-
seeds, cotton and paddy. It brought
overall acreage as on July 5 to the le-
vel which was 14 % more than the cor-
responding period last vear Data
shows that acreage of Kharif crops
as on June 28 this year was 59 lakh
hectare (over 32% ) more than the cor-
responding period of last vear despi-
te the month reporting bigger rain-
fall deficit this vear compared to 2023.

qnara]|
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!@9 GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA, HOME DEPARTMENT (PORTS & TRANSPORT)

MAHARASHTRA MARITIME BOARD ("

Indian Mercantile Chambers, 2™ Floor, Ramjibhal Kamani Marg,

Ballard Estate, Mumbai-400 001, Tel.: 022-60041777, Fax : 022-68041740
Waebsite : hiips./mahammb.maharashira.gov.in

Email : ceo.mmb@ maharashtra.gov.in / ceommb &@gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDER FOR REQUEST FOR
PROPOSAL (RFP) FOR APPOINTMENT OF
CONSULTING AGENCY FOR STRATEGIC

l'l'Hl'l

Pravagraj Smart City Limited
1, Sarojini Naidu Marg, New Building
Magar Nigam Campus, Civil Lines, Prayagraj
(Allahabad)-211 001 (U.P.)

Prayagraj Smart City Limited is inviting applications for the post
of Procurement Specialist, Assistant Manager (IT), Project
Leader, Architect/ Urban Designer, Utility Expert, Quantity
Surveyor, Civil Engineer (Pavement Design), Draughtsmen
Last date of application is 28.07.2024 (till 06:00 pm)-. Sent
your application on resume. Escl@gm&rl com- For more
details visit- hitps://pra :
2024/07/Notice-072024. m:lf

Directorate of Archives,
Government of Maharashtra
E-TENDER NOTICE

Microfilming of Old Historical Documents

The Directorate of Archives, Government of Maharashira, invites proposals
from reputed and experienced companies to participate in the competitive
bidding process for the job of ‘Analogue Microfilming of old historical documents
and archival record’, preserved at Directorate of Archives

For the detailed tender document, interested bidders should visit
hitp://mahatenders.gov.in

Last Date For online E-Tender submission period 11th July 2024 To 31st

DEVELOPMENT OF THE MAHARASHTRA MARITIME

BOARD (MMB) AND PROJECT MANAGEMENT
SUPPORT - Second (2™) Call

Maharashtra Maritime Board (MMB) is the State Government
Authority functioning under the administrative control of the Home
Department (Ports) and is entrusted with the responsibility of
administration, control, and management of the non-major ports
on the coast of Maharashtra and the activiies related thereto,

(Sanjay Kumar Rath)

through the water.” July 2024 Sd/- including Passenger Water Transport. Recently, the Government Mi
B : i , ssion Manager (General), PSCL
Local residents, who had gathered in Sha- (SUJITKUMAR K. UGALE) of Mahgmshtm ?1&5 pmmmgatgd the Mahgrashtra Maritime ger | b
hjahanpur city due to rising flood waters, Dimﬂg{(:g‘,ﬂ;;nhm Development Policy-2023 (MMDP-2023) vide Resolution dtd

applauded the “benevolent act™. 18/08/2023. MMB has invited applications from interested parties

through this RFP for appointment of Consulting Agency for

Government of Maharashtra, Mumbai.

DGIPR/2024-2025/822 Maharashtra State Agricultural

........................................ it .
: Strategic Development of the Maharashtra Maritime Board (K ?.‘ Marketing Board
Sri Lankan navy MORADABAD SMART CITY LIMITED & (M) 9] Pholan: IanggeErionk oupRon. The Tast o e % s ./  Plotno.R-7 Gultekdi, Market Yard, Pune 411037
Office of the CEO / Municipal Commissioner, | ¥ | S Phone No. - 24528200-20 /24528100-020.
apprEhends 13 Water Works Compound, Peell Kothi, Civil Lines, Moradabad-244001 ; The details of RFP can be viewed on MMB's website Email -project@msamb.com | Website-www.msamb.com
. Contact No. : 0591-2071001 o i i obedd b ik Advertisement For Inviting applications
TN flshErmen E-Mail: moradabadsmartcitylimited@gmall.com Thisis asecond (2") call, Sdl- i e _ dhheds _
Date : 09/07/2024 Chief Executive Officer. ﬂpulmatlmrts anlal invited for _seler:tlr_:n uf" treneﬂ_mane& for primary
Trichy: Thirteen fisher- . Place : Mumbai Maharashtra Maritime Board, Mumbai processing project under this scheme “Establishment of Modern
: Open Tender: 3022/MSCL/2024 Dated: 09.07.2024 : :
men, who ventured in three The C.E.O. of Moradabad Smart Gity Limited (MSGL) invites e-tenders for the followin Orange Processing Center at Nagpur, Katol and Kalmeshwar Dist,
fishing trawlers from Tamil i i ¥ LHIie =5 emienders Iorine d ST Ao aiter afeg Nagpur, Morshi, Dist. Amravati and Sangrampur, Dist. Buldhana."
Nadu's Pudukottai district i , Bl i R e In order to apply, application form, Scheme etc. is available on
were apprehended by Sri 1) Name of the Work: Supply & Installation of National Flag of 100 feet height| | . ﬁm,' aaett ﬂ'm 8t /2024~26 Frais onoraee Mahsrashit Btatl dsicultinel Markstioa: Beal.. e webt
Lankan navy on charges of including O&M for 03 Years. T T . (Y ST L il -t B s "‘T,';_’ - alds B FAgHeLEY . .a . R i N EJ_E
poaching in Sri Lanka wa- (NIT No. 3022/MSCL/2024) e e I R R R www.msamb.com. Any clarification regarding the said
ters on Thursday morning. Tender Fee Non-refundable fee of INR 11,800/- incl. tax/GST etc. (Rs. Eleven | [Fie s o e [ dmbe du s dn o o0 o s & s amn advertisement will be published on the website only. The Marketing
_ 1Wdh.'1“’lﬁ$;”“g 11;33};1]1_}&1& Thousand Eight Hundred Only). 4 wo |5 | e v | o || e | | SR Board reserves the right to cancel the advertisement or cancel the
1sland n Jarina early 1nurs- ; ; ; | Rle=myens 1=l w. ] ' ' ' g
day, fishermen were appre- Stalrt Date and time for Iduwnlnadlnj;; u.f bid 1I.'I..I]?.2[IZ# at 16.00 Hrs. R bl - S I B entire process.. Managing Director
hended by a fast attack craft Period of Last date and time for submission of bid 19.07.2024 at 16:00 Hrs. R m e e e '
of the Sri Lankan navy and Opening of bid 19.07.2024 at 17:00 Hrs. B el L st wermg ™| -
their boats with fishing ge- The bid forms and other details are available on website https:/letender.up.nic.in/ and | |+ ime ms | o o s i o CENTRAL RAILWAY g CENTRAL RAILWAY
igr;‘;fmﬁgfgﬁﬂﬁggﬁt can only be submitted through https://etender.up.nic.in/. Any corrigendum regarding this | | .' 22 VARIOUS CIVIL WORKS OVERHAULING AND REFILLING
ot harbonrand handed gvar would be published only on the above mentioned website. Additional C.E.O. T - e | o | o Office of the DRM, Gati Shakti, Mumbai OF FIRE EXTINGUISHERS
! ary g Moradabad Smart City Limited = N -] o ', iy TR B B ","“-.;'. el Wl Vol CSMT. OPEN E-TENDER . .
1ot Sl L et HEReTls b e ey | 3¢ o s wa | |NOTICE No. CR-GSUCSMT-2024-7 of | ﬂzﬂﬁﬂfﬂ .:ﬁ-:r:-“u:f Eﬂnﬂz:uc‘if::
department officials for le- I | e e A .' . 14.06.2024. Sr. No. 1. Nagothane St e
oal action. T ' | wemn wen PRSI e v | (Paywiie by _' s i _Re 100 Senior Divisonal Electrical Engineer
e = I ST a6 i1 [SIE e W e B 31 94 (RS WE il a0 T SaieEd § @ e Bt G_E":"ds Shed-Improvement F:'f {TRS) CLA, EMU Kurla carshed,
............................... Ty afiae aoe7 BN RSCI43551 0800013 gfaa]  |circulating area and approch road with| | cenira) Raitway Mumbai - 400070 for
5 ft CENTRAL RAILWAY LIC e Erﬁ;i;’;‘;:;gzr:;Di‘f:f::‘rgxfr:ii and on behalf of The President of India
ol PAnell Sl e CENTRAL RAILWAY : invites open E-tender through website
yrs arner CORRIGENDUM Bl iy YO PUBLIC NOTICE Value: Rs. 1064.72 Lakhs. EMD:| [, % o = 08 aouted
TENDER NO. CR-GSUCSMT-| |#r 7 det S M 400021, OHE MODIFICATION WORKS Rs.6,82,400/-, Completion period:| | ., {ractors, Name of work:

jainst 15 months. Sr.Neo.: 2. Turbhe Goods

Shed - Provision to accommodate full

flrl“g rowl 2024-6 (Sr. No.:1). It is hereby

Bid Notice/Tender Notice

Office of the Sr. DEE(TD) CSMT, SEEPZ-5pecial Economic Overhauling and refilling of DCP and

FF:I'JI ul |-||1 r'- pps and Schemeas

Punjab IGP
reinstated

Chandigarh: Punjab
govi on Thursday re-
instated 1GP Param-
raj Singh Umranang-
al, an accused in Oct
2015 Kotkapura police
firing on people pro-
testing against sacri-
legious incidents, af-
ter five yvears. High co-
urt had gquashed his
“illegal” suspension.

Govt asked Pa-
ramraj to report to
DGP for assignment
of duties until an or-
der for his regular
posting is issued.

Observing that
“state cannot pick
and choose the rules
of their suitability™
to suspend officials,
HC had in Feb quas-
hed the govt's suspen-
sion order issued on
Feh18, 2019.

In May, Supreme
Court refused to stay
the HC order, paving
the way for his reins-
tatement. Tnw

notified that the following
changes has been made in Tender
Notice No. CR-GSUCSMT-2024-6
(Sr. No.: 1) Sr.No.1. Approximate
Value is now Rs. 1303.56 Lakhs.
EMD is now Rs. 8,01,800/-. The
other terms and conditions will
remain unchanged. AK-245

Traveling with dangerous and explosive
goods is a punishable offense

WESTERN RAILWAY
VARIOUS WORK

Deputy Chiel Enginear (Conslruction),
Western REailway, Surat-395006 invites
e-Tender Motice No.: DYCE-C-3T-HSE-
UMPD-EFPC-01. Name of work: EPC Tender
Documeant for the lender of Gawge corversion
of 389X kms frack and associaled work ke
eartneork, blanketing, complete Tack finking
with supply of materats including small frack
machines but excluding new rails, minor
bricges, major bridges, offca’senvice buiklings
including water supply arrangement &
sanitations, platfiorms and station associated
amenities construction of retaining wall!
boundary wall' side drains from chalnage 9.200
kms to 48,100 kms (3890 Kms) and all works
related to 30 RUB's from Kosamba to
Umamada al Kosamba- Umarpada sechon in
Yadodara division of YWestem Railways. NIT
Value: T 288 22 00,720.00. EMD:
v 144.11,100% e-Bid closing date: fill

28.09.2024 71.00 hrs. e-Bid opening date:
on 05102024 at 11.08 hrs. For further
details please wvisit our website

0326

E :

LIC of India invites response to
RFP for E-Tender for premium
fexcluding G5T) of 24 hrs Group
Personal Accident Policy for their
employees, for the year 1024-25
For further details, interested
General Insurance companies may
visit http:/fwww.tenderwizard.com
and wwow.licindia.in
Executive Director
(Personnel)

Date: 12.07.2024

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE

Open e-Tender is invited on Behalf of the
President of India for the under mentioned
work:-

E-Tender No. ELIC/N/MHX/ETEN/D2/24-25
1. Name of the work with its location:
Madification of over head infringements of
11kv & LT Line, Electrical general works as
electrification of 24 nos. type -ll quarter at
Laheriasarai, 2nd platform, newly
constructed FOB, circulaling area &
provision of additional transformer in
between Samastipur to Darbhanga section
in connection with Samastipur-Darbhanga
Doubling Project and any other location
under Dy.CEE/N/SPJ). 2. Approx. Cost of
the work: Rs. §,21,07,506.09 3. Cost of
Tender form: Rs. Nil 4. Availability of
Tender: On IREPS website
www.ireps.gov.in 5. Eamest money to be
deposited: As Per NIT, 6. Completion
period of the work: 12 months 7. Date and
time for closing of tender: 31.07 2024 at

1200005, by cEE/Construction/North/SPJ
EC Rly. MHX, Patna
PRID063/CONNELEC/T/24-25/32

'O] EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY [@

This caution notice is being addressed on
behalf of our Client, Accel Holdings LLC,
which operates in the venture
capitalfinancial services sector

The general public 18 hereby cautioned
that certain unknown individuals and
agencies have been frying to mislead the
public by pasing as reprasentatives of our
Client/Accel through various mobhile
applications, and WhaisApp groups
These individuals are soliciting invest-
ments under the pretext of being
associated with our Client/Accel by
fraudulently using the Accel rademark and
impersonating Accel employess.

We wish to caution the general public that
our Client/Accel has never authorized any
person or agency io solict investments or
coliect funds on our Chent's behalf through
any online platforms, including WhatsApp
groups and does not solicit monay from the
pubdic

Please be advised that any person willingly
corresponding with such individuals and
agences in any mannes whalsoever will be
doing s0 at their own risk, as to costs and
CONSEqUENCES.

We wish to inform you that our Client has
initiated legal proceedings against these
individuals and agencies, and reserves the
right o Initiate any further legal acton
against all individuals involved in such
fraudulent activity,

Krutika Raghavan Associates
on behalf of Accel Holdings LLC

Krutika Raghavan Associates,
#316, Raheja Chambers, Museum Road,
Bangalore, Karnataka- 560001

Mumbai. Open e-tender Notice No.:
BB.LD.5B5. W.B62.CONT of
09.07.2024. Name of Work : OHE
Modification work In connection with
i) Additional Railway track for Dummy
Wagon line inside BPCL Uran LPG
plant. §i} Construction of ROBs at Katai
at km 47/5-6 on DW-PNVL Section in
Mumbal Division. Approx. Value:
¥ 36,176,116, Bid Security:
T 72,300/-. Cost of Tender Form:
# 0/-. Completion Period : 08 Months.
Validity of Offer : 60 days. (1) Tender
Closing Date & Time of aforesaid
Tender : Up to 11:00 hrs. of
12.08.2024 and will be opened after
11:00 hrs. (Il) The prospective
tenderers are requested fo visit the
website www.ireps.gov.in for details
of tenders & corrigendum, If any.
{lll) Tenderer may participate in above
e-tender electronically through website
www.ireps.gov.in only & submission
of manual offers against e-tender are
not allowed. Manually, if submitted
shall neither be openad nor considerad,
(IV) Bid Secunty should be paid as per
details given in tender document.
(V) For further enguiry, may contact
Senior Divisional Electrical Enginear
(Traction Distribution), Mumbsai Division,
Central Railway, Annex Building, 2nd
Floor, CSMT, Mumbai - 400 001 on
Phone - 022-22612355. Complate
details of tenders are available at the
website www.ireps.gov.in The
Complete details of tenders are also
available in the "Notice Board™ of
the Senior Divisional Electrical
Engineer (Traction Distribution),
CEMT, Mumbai - 400001,
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Notice.

Zone Authority
Andheri (E), Mumbai

File No. SEEPZ-SEZ/
ER/21/2022-E0

Date:-10.07.2024

Sub: Eviction of M/s.
Silverline Technologies Ltd.,
unit no, 121, 121A & 122A,

SEEPZ-SEZ

The SEEPZ-SEZ Authority has
issued Eviction Notice dated
25.06.2024 to M/s.Silverline
Technologies Ltd., Unit no.
121,121A & 122A, SEEPZ-SEZ,
Andheri, Mumbai - 400096
for Sub-section (1) of Section

5 of the Public Premises
(Eviction of unauthorized
occupants) Act, 1971 and

also uploaded the said Motice
on SEEPZ-SEZ official website

at www.seepz.gov.in/Public

-Sd-
Dy. Development
Commissioner,
SEEPZ SEZ

length BCNHL rake by relocating
existing fabour room and mearchant
room with basic amenities (presently
labour room & merchant room on
goods platform), replacement of old
COP, Valley gulters, down take pipes,
provision of new toilel block for labours
at KPHN end. Approximate Value:
Rs. 1355.01 Lakhs. EMD:
Rs.8,27,500/-. Completion period: 15
months. Tender closing date & time
of aforesaid tenders: Upto 11:00 hrs.
on 15.07.2024 and will be opened
after 11.00 hrs. 1) The prospective
tenderers are requested to visit the
website www.ireps.gov.in for detalls
of tenders & corrigendum, if any.
Il) Tenderer may pariicipate in above
e-tender electranically through website
www.ireps.gov.in onfy & submission
of manual offers against e-tender are
nol allowed. Manually, if submitted shall
neither be opened nor considerad.
lil) The Bid Security shall be deposited
gither in cash through e-payment
gateway or submitted as Bank
Guarantee bond from & scheduled,
commercial bank of India or as
mentioned in tender documents.
IV} For further enguiry, may contact:
Office of Divisional Raillway Manager,
Gati Shakti Unit, Ground Floor, Cantral
Railway on phone - 022-67453928.
V) This tenders complies with Public
Procurement Policy Order 2017 dated
16.9.2017. Complete details of tenders
are available al the website
www.ireps.gowv.in. AK-244
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CO2 type fire extinguisher located in
EMU rakes of differant capacity at
Kurla carshed for a period of 2 years.
E-Tender Motice No. CLA-RS-WKS-
2024-03. Approximate Cost of the
Work: Rs.4,23,720.05 (Inclusive GET).
Cost of Tender Form: Rs.0 /~ Bid
Security: Rs. 8,500/-. Validity: 60
days. Completion Period: 24 Months.
Instruction: - 1. The closing date &
time of aforesaid tender will be 11:00
hours on dt. 10.08.2024 and will be
opened after 11:15 hrs. 2. The
prospective tenderers are requested to
visil the websile www.ireps.gov.in for
complete details of tenders &
corrigendum, if any. 3. Tenderer may
participate in above e-tender
electronically through website
www.ireps.gov.in only & submission
of manual offers against e-tender are
not allowed. Manually, if submitted shall
neither be opened nor considered,
4. For further enguiry, may contact
Senior Divisional Elecincal Engineer
(Traction Rolling Stock) EMLU Carshed
Kurla, Central Railway, Mumbai -
400070. 5. Any firm recognized by
Department of Industrial Policy and
Promotion (DIPP) as 'Startups’ shall be
exempled from paymentof Bid Security
detailed above, Labour Cooperative
Societies shall submit only 50% of
above Bid Security detailed above, For
more details, refer GCC works 2022 or
its latest amendment. 6. This tender
complies with Public Procurement
Policy Order 2017 dated 15.06.2017.
AK-243
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CONTRAPUNTO

Love is grand. Divorce is a hundred grand.
-SHINICHI SUZUKI

Cross Vote On Mind

Today’s MLC election in Maharashtra is a trailer to
the potboiler that the state’s assembly polls will be

t's match time again in Maharashtra. If the Lok Sabha election
Iwas considered a semifinal to Oct’s high-stakes assembly poll,

the vote today to elect 11 legislative council members is no less
significant. Maharashtra, one of six states with a legislative
council, has 78 members, 30 of whom are elected by MLAs. All eyes
are on the 274 MLAs expected to cast their vote today to elect these
11 members from 12 candidates.

Crosscurrents|If all goestoplan-and safetosavnooneexpects
it to - Mahayuti is set to win 9. BJP has 5 nominees, Shinde Sena 2
and Ajit Pawar 2. MVA hasfielded 3, though it can win two, given its
numbers in the lower house. Then there's Uddhav Thackeray's
swag, “We wouldn’t have fielded a third nominee had we not been
confident.” It's crunch time.

Simply cross | Flashback toJune2022’s MLC election hasparties
]1ttEI“jf Mattersstarted unravelling for then CM Uddhav’s MVA govt,
with cross-voting in that MLC election.
MVA legislators cross-voted, resulting in
Congress losing one of its two allotted
seats, which came as a shock right after a
Rajva Sabha loss. At the time, Fadnavis
had explained the cross-voteasfalloutof a
“lotof anger in MVA”. It was soon followed
by Eknath Shinde’sclaim on the party and
walkout with MLAs.

Fingers crossed | With 29 of 48 LS
seats now in its Kitty, MVA is banking on
cross-votes mostly from Shinde Sena and Ajit Pawar’'s NCP
That’s why Mahayuti and UBT Sena corralled their MLAs into
luxury safe-houses, Mumbai’s five-star hotels.

An MLC winner needs 23 first-preference votes. BJP has 103
MLAs, Shinde Sena 38, Ajit Pawar NCP 42, Congress 37, UBT Senal1s
and Sharad Pawar NCP 10. Prakash Ambedkar’s BVA has 3 and he
hasfallen out with MVA.SPhas2, AIMIM 2, PJP 2and 7parties have
1 each. There are 13 independent MLAS. There’s plenty on to ensure
MLAsstay in place, and to snag the ‘non-aligned’ MLA votes.

Linescrossed | Inaright-earnestfight are the two Senasand two
NCPs. It 1s here that loyalty lines blur. Ajit Pawar, especially, finds
himself putting out videos in self-praise even as uncle Sharad
Pawar says his arms, and doors, are open to MLAs who followed the
nephew to Mahayuti. Mahayutiisalsohawk-eved on UBT s surprise
nominee, Milind Narvekar - with cross-party influence and
camaraderie. It's jitters all around.

LR

In Poor lest

That UGC-NET may have been cancelled over a
false alarm shows how broken the system is

f more proof were needed of the way the exam system is run in
Ithis country, we have it through news reports about UGC-NET

being cancelled on the basis of non-credible evidence. CBI,
investigating the UGC-NET ‘paper leak’, has apparently found that
a screenshot of question paper on Telegram on the day of exam was
posted AFTER it was conducted.

From one extreme to other | Talk of a knee-jerk reaction. It
beats credibility that authorities made a momentous decision
impacting more than 9L students without a thorough investigation.
Thismustbe contrasted with the extreme reluctance shown by NTA
to acknowledge irregularities in NEET-UG held earlier, for which

there was goodevidence. The latest

revelation is also bound to raise

:,é questions if there was sufficient

7= / reason to postpone the safer CBT-

based CSIR-NET. There is more to this

yvear's UGC-NET that is baffling. It was

held in pen-and-paper mode after years

of offline computer exams. UGC was

behind the switch and it went ahead without a

full-strength commission being in place and minus any committee’s
recommendations. Clearly. no questions were asked.

Acting in haste | What these events highlight is that ad hocism,
rather than due deliberation, is behind such decisions. And saving
face when things go wrong overrides the objective of fixing the
exam system. This is more than evident in the official stance before
SC in NEET-UG case. To SC's queries over a retest, education mini-
stry & NTA continue to insist, despite evidence to the contrary, that
the leak was localised and the overall exam was not compromised.
Such an approach might bail them out this time, but there is no
guarantee we won't face the same situation in the future — unless
the high-powered committee looking into exam reforms goes for a
thorough overhaul of the system.

Fed up with London

The capital city of Britain serves up the
whole wide world on a plate

Jug Suraiya

Over the past few weeks, Bunny and [ have eaten in Thailand,
Malaysia, Vietnam, China, Portugal, Spain, Italy, Greece,
Turkive, Jamaica, Argentina and Brazil.

And we've been to all these places, food-wise, without
moving out of Central London. When we first came to London
in 1972, Britain was the butt of much snarky humour because
of its wet, gloomy weather and its stodgy food.

In the yvears since then, there’s been a sea-change in Britain, and in London
in particular, which has become a multicultural and multi-culinary society,
thanks tosuccessive waves of immigration from far-flung corners of the globe.

While the weather by and large remains as determinedly damp and down-
cast as ever, contemporary London serves up a smorgasbord of international
cuisine to rival that of NYC, famed for its gastronomic cosmopolitanism.

[-l';] g During ourfirst week in London’s Camden Town we had steaksa

la Argentina, which transported us to distant Buenos Aires, City of
L/ Beautiful Breezes. magically relocated to a diner a 15-minute stroll

2 from our apartment.

The next day we strolled another 15 minutes to

. g +  Vietnam to savour phﬂ a delicately flavoured noodle

jugu lar’v’ em soup that the country is justly famed for,

A short bus and Tube ride gets us to Brazil, trans-

planted to Brixton Market via our friend Lee whose café specialises in savoury

crepes with a South American flair imparted by the biguinhos, small red

peppers, that give a tang of tropical sun to London’s leaden skies.

Pedro and his Mum, Elisabetta, welcome us to Lisbon in their Camden
restaurant, which does several tempting takes on bacalhau, the mainstay of
Portuguese menus.

Chef Roger'sKkitchen, two minutes from us, carriesustothe Caribbean with
its curry goat and plantain fritters, Andy’s always-crowded taverna opens a
gateway to Greece, with its kleftiko, and in an eatery named after a Mamak
{(Uncle)named Don, we visit Malaysia through an irresistible Nasi Goreng.

London, which serves up the planet on a plate, has us, as the saying goes,
totally fed up and fulfilled.

» CHOOSE THE CONTROLS

THE TIMES OF INDIA
FRIDAY, JULY 12, 2024

Alimony & Ghost Of Shah Bano

Muslim women cannot be left destitute by misinterpreting the 1986 law, SC has said. What this
also implies is that every Indian is free to live their life under secular law if they choose

Mihira Sood

This week saw 80s revivalism from an
unlikely quarter - the Supreme Court
once again ruled that a Muslhim woman
is entitled to seek maintenance under
secular law, and her rights are not
- restricted to the provisions of Muslim
personal law alone, The impact of its similar ruling
nearly 40 years ago can hardly be overstated.

Shah Bano case | In 1978, a woman
named Shah Banoe sought mainte-
nance from her husband under
Section 125 of the Criminal Proce-
dure Code for herself and their five
children. They had been married
for 43 years when he remarried and
threw her out of the house.

The MP high court ordered a
monthly payment of T179, against
which Shah Banco’s husband, a
lawver; filed an appeal in SC arguing
that as per Muslim law, he was only
required to pay her during the
idfdat period — the three months
after divorce during which she is
not permitted to remarry.

It was the then Chief Justice of
India ¥V Chandrachud who headed
the bench in 1985 that accepted
her plea. The court recognised her
circumstances, and held that
limiting the rights of a woman in
this manner would be unjust, and that secular law
appliestoall, irrespective of religion.

1986 Act | The political fallout of this decision drove
the Rajiv Gandhi govt to pass the Muslim Women
Protection of Rights on Divorce Act, 1986, effectively
nullifving the Shah Bano ruling by establishing itself
as a comprehensive code on alimony for Muslim women.
It provided for a “reasonable and fair” maintenance
within the iddat period for a wife, and for children up
totheageof 2 years.

If she was unable to maintain herself or her child-
ren after this period, responsibility would fall not on
her ex-husband, but any relatives who stood to inherit
from her, failing which the Waqgf Board would have to

provide for her. Under secular law, maintenance may be
pavable for life or until the woman remarries, and for
children till the age of majority.

Subsequent cases | A slew of petitions was filed
challenging the constitutionality of the 1986 law,
notably by Danial Latifi, who had been Shah Bano's
lawyer. He argued that the provision for maintenance
by relatives was illusory and demeaning, and not
extending secular law to Muslims was discriminatory,
The court held that if a Muslim woman was placed in

an inferior situation under personal law than under
Section 125, the law would be unconstitutional. However,
if the law were interpreted to avoid such an outcome,
it would be saved.

Thus, the Act wasupheld, but only by interpreting it
such that “reasonable and fair maintenance” requires
the hushand to contemplate her future needs and make
preparatory arrangements in advance to meet those
needs within the iddat period. However, the actual
payment need not be limited to that period alone and
could extend to her lifetime, unless she remarries. With
this interpretation, the Act did not nullify, but rather
codified the ruling in Shah Bano. In subsequent cases
too, personal law has been applied but within the
overarching parameters of Section 125.

The presentcase | This wasthe reasoningadopted inthe
present case of Mohd Abdul Samad vs Stateof Telangana
aswell. If a husband opposesa claim being made under
Section 125, it can only be if he has already made adequate
payments and the wife 1s capable of maintaining her-
self. Personal law was not in derogation of secular law,
but inaddition to it.

The rulingalso relied on the principle that laws should
not be interpreted to achieve an absurd cutcome, and
deliberately leaving a woman destitute would be the
kindof absurdity that could not have been Parliament's
intent.

Importantly, the judgment reco-
oniised the social reality that women,
regardless of their economic class
or education level, tend to shoulder
the responsibility of managing the
home, looking after children and
family elders, leaving them financi-
ally unequal to, and dependent on,
men. Homemakers who have sacri-
ficed career opportunities for the
sake of the family are equally
entitled to the standard of living
that they enjoved previously. Main-
tenance is therefore not a question of
charity or unfairly favouring women,
but a necessary part of furthering
gender equality and ensuring that
women can live with dignity.

What the courtdid not say, but is
awelcome outcome of theruling, is
the recognition that a person can
belong to a particular community
and still choose to live their life under secular law.
Communities are not monoliths, and their leaders do
not always speak for the smallest minorities within
them - individuals, and especially women.

That is why the idea of a Uniform Civil Code that
was raised in Shah Bano case as well, was supported by
many liberals and feminists till the political journey of
the 80s and early 90s (impacted in no small measure by
the fallout of the Shah Bano ruling) lent it a communal
colour. Today, that project has started, and one can only
hope it is guided by ideals of secularism and gender
equality as envisaged by the courts. and not religious
majoritarianism.

The writer is a lawyver and scholar in the field of women's
rights

Whistle Of Felix, Foot Of Kane & Hand Of God

Bad refereeing has crucial impact on sport. Penalty awarded to England in Euro semis is latest example.
It also shows using tech in sport isn't foolproof. But English can stop cribbing about Maradona & 1986

Siddharth.Saxena @timesofindia.com

Each vear on June 22,
devotees of the Church
of Maradona pay
homage to that one act
= of @he man w_hin:h thev

believe was his greatest
miracle, This year, the 38th anniversary
of the Hand of God goal fell during the
Euros and Copa America football tourna-
ments, giving it a newer meaning.
Nothing like current-day top-drawer
football to whip up trauma of an old
robbery.

In his retirement days, notoriously
wild ones, Maradona wined and dined
with the Tunisian referee Ali Bennaceur,
who famously turned a blind eve to
what is arguably the most polarising
moment in world football if wvou
belonged to the North and Europe, this
was the greatest act of cheating, if vou
came from the Global South, he was
revered as God. Maradona would later
obliquely admit that he did cheat,
saying some years ago that the
goal would never have happened had
video technology been available then.
“I would have been arrested,” the
Argentinian cheekily declared.

Lucky break | In Munich at the Euros the
other evening, England, who had been at
the receiving end of Maradona'’s sleight
of hand in 1986, this time found technology
coming to their aid. It was in the semifi-
nals against the Netherlands, and it
came in such a way, perhaps, that it was
a gift that kept on giving.

The last German left in their home
competition - referee Felix Zwayver, who
was once banned for six months in 2006
for match-fixing in the Bundesliga -

awarded England a »

penalty midway through

the first half, which (a.
Harry Kane duly converted

in near-perfect fashion, ‘the
impossible save’ as penalty
spotters would exclaim. The
equaliser would completely
change the balance of the high-
stakes semifinals in the world’'s
second-most watched football tourna-

ment, shifting the momentum favourably
towards England and pushing on to the

backfoot, the Dutch who had taken an
early lead thanks to a terrific strike by
their prodigious Xavi Simons,

Unlucky tech | What happened really?
This modern-day Foot of Kane has
immediately caused so much turmoil
among fans the world over, debating the

invasion of technology to arbitrate
in sport, the rigid interpretations
of the rules and crucially, whether

the human element is slowly being

made to leave the scene,

Ominous review | Zwaver initially
seemed to think nothing of the
Kane attempt that ballooned over
the Dutch goal and the immediate
writhing on the floor clutching his
right foot that followed, after Dutch
defender Denzel Dumfries’ extended
foot caught the England captain’s in
mid-flight. Ball back in play, the
referee blew for a Dutch goal-kick to
resume hostilities till he got a call on
his earpiece summoning him to

the side-line TV — a visit to 4
the in-stadium ATM, as
the harmless old joke
coes, but in this case,
given that the German

Calvin & Hobbes

Look , HOREES . THERES A
QUIZ 1IN MY NEW |SSUE
OF CHEWING WMAGAZINE .
"DOES YOUR GUM DELIVER 7
10 QUESTIONS SHOW WHAT

YOU COULD BE
MISSING ! ™
v o
..

b

DOES.

LETS SEE HOW MY GuUM
“1. How HARD IS
YOUR GUM AT THE BEGINMINGT
A) ROCK-LIKE OR BRITTLE
B) PLEASANTLY FIRWM
c) SQUISHY OR BENDY “

referee had once heen on the take, it
assumed ominous overtones,

Cold VAR bosses | TV replays showed
that Dumfries’ was a reaction attempt
to block the shot, as any
defender’s job description is,
and was innoway atackleon
Kane. But the call from the
VAR room probably meant
to invoke cold letter of the
L law, rather than personal
~ %, interpretation. VAR
l bosses deemed Dumfries
intent as carrving
enough injury threat,
even if contact was made
after Kane had got hisshot.
Perhaps, the enormity of
the situation got to the
German referee, some-
where seeking to correct
his previously tarnished
image, and this was per-
haps a perfect opportunity
to make amends.

'
g\

Football's not cricket | In
cricket, the advent of
technology to decide leg-
before appeals. caught
behinds and run-outs -
even WT20final deciding
catches, as happened
on the Bridegetown
ropes the other day -

has kind of saved

v the on-field umpire
4 fromecrucial decision
making, and
thus, vou could
argue, relie-
ving him of
any moral

wiisa Uichon

: V9 Wahemson Oaiributed by i

HMM... MY GUM |S PRETTY

HARD AT FIRST. 1L
MARK “A°

GOSH, IVE GOT MEGATIVE FIVE
POIMTS ALRCADN /' TW NOT
GETTING ALL THE PERFORMANCE
*. )

¥ ENTITLED TO! —

1 WONMDER WHAT
PEOPLE KNEW
BEFORE THEEE
WERE MAGAZINE
QUIZLES.

dilemmaandresponsibility incaseof an
error. But the one thing that they have
retained so far is the umpire’s call, which
gives the man at the stumps the onus to
change or stick to his original decision.

In football, with the stakes riding so
high, a visit to the TV usually means a
reversal of the referee’s original decision,
almost as a moral obligation. Yet, in the
Spain-Germany quarterfinal, England
referee Anthony Taylor-who gave out 15
vellow and one red cards — was firm in
his interpretation of Spanish defender
Marc Cucurella’s handball as being not
deliberate.

Foggy French | Another counter to last
night's penalty goal, could be the recent
French Open tennis final between
Alexander Zverev and Carlos Alcaraz.
On a crucial point in the deciding fifth
set, a disputed line call went in favour
of the Spaniard. Replays later clearly
showed it wasout, but atthe traditiona-
list Open, where calls are decided by
the ball marking on the clay, the chair
umpire insisted that it was in. The
German Zverev lost the final, and later
rued the absence of electronic line
calling at the clay court Major. The
French Openwill introduce the techno-
logy from next year onwards, but for
the record, Zverev would have been
deprived of agreatchance. “Itiswhat it
is,” he would philosophically say later,

Burying the ghost | “It is what it is,” is
probably what the Dutch would be telling
themselves as they head home, and also,
what Kane and Co would be beginning to
understand. That finally, after years of
injustice, and vears of feeling robbed by
Maradona in 1986, the shoe is on the
other foot - the Foot of Kane.

Sacredspace

Do something
because you
really want to
doit. Ifw:au re
doing it just
for rht'*gnuf and don’ ren;m
the path, then I think you're
cheating yourself.

Kalpana Chawla

The Yogi Identifies And Accepts His Distractions

Soham Bhaduri

denies that the sought is already

there and acknowledges that what is
already there isn’t what is sought. The
Raj Yogifollows an elaborateregimen to
steer clear of bodily and mental distrac-
tions before hecan expecttoattain his
goal of union with the absolute, the
Brahmn. The stage is set through the
practice of the five yamas and nivamas.
Specific asanas help achieve a posture
that isneither cosy norunbearable.
Breathing technigues help slow and
harmonise breathing so the rushing air
doesn’'t constitute adistraction. The
senses are closed, and concentration is
locked on an object to restrain the ever-
tossing and turning mind. Only when
these are met can the vogi experience
the pure, undifferentiated Brahmn. But

In seeking the sought, the seeker

what about the multitudes who falter
along the difficult road? What about

those whofail to distil the undifferentia-

ted Brahmn from the differential mava?
We naturally tend to resist and oppose
thoughts, feelings, and occurrences that
we detest. This resistance often leads
tofrustration, making things
worse. Opposing and resisting
intrusive thoughtsand [
feelings only makes them iy
stronger. What is the way
out? It goes by asimple
mantra: “Control what you
do, accept what vou feel.”

thoughts and feelings come as they do
and lets them be.

Acceptance is the most powerful
arrow inthe faltering vogi's quiver. How
do we practice acceptance? By recogni-
singand clinging to the thread of cons-

ciousness that binds everything, to
the omnipresent beingness that
v straddles all thatisand isn't.
\po 21 The yogi must never be tricked
into believing, in true sense,
that their distractions are
alien to Brahmn, That maya,
being limited, is antithetical

THE SPE AKING TREE to Brahmn. Or that Brahmn

Anxious thoughts have
justone goal: perpetuating anxiety and
making you even more anxious. Negative
thoughts aim to instil disquietude and
pessimism. Acceptance defangs them,
leaving them no choice but to starve and
succumb. The accepting mind lets

isreached by distilling off
the differential mava. For what becomes
of Brahmn if there's anyvthing apart
from Brahmn? What is Brahmn but
consciousness, the ultimate reality, and
what becomes of the ultimate reality if
there's anvthing other than itself? What

limits the limited is nothing but
Brahmn,as is what lies beyvond the
limited, and the limited itself. Brahmn
15 as much what is distilled off asthe
distillate itself, as much what the yogi
rejects as what he seeks.

Brahmn isn't ‘not this, not that’ but
‘this, aswell as that’. Brahmn is both the
differential and the undifferentiated.
What the vogi seeks is no different from
what is already there, including that
which he avoids. By clinging to the thread
of all-pervading consciousness, the yogi
identifies and accepts his distractions as
nothing but forms of the same Brahmn
that he seeks. In them, the yogi sees
nothing but Brahmn, out and out, and
stops resisting them. And thus, the yogi,
unperturbed by his distractions,
disempowers them and carves a smooth
and single-minded path to his goal.

The writer isa physician
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As India aims to be a developed
nation by 2047, where will the
country be placed in terms of
quality of care compared to peers
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UAE bank, Japan
groups eye $5bn
stake in Yes Bank

Cirst Abu Dhabi Bank is among

potential suitors for a roughly
$5-billion stake in Yes Bank,
people with knowledge of the
matter said. The UAE lender is
weighing a bid for as much as a
51% stake in Yes Bank, the people
said, asking not to be identified
as the deliberations are private.
The stake sale has also drawn
preliminary interest from Japan,
including Mitsubishi UF) Financial
Group and Sumitomo Mitsui
Financial Group. sLoomBERG

crazy hosses

(T‘M NOT SAYING
IT'S YOUR FAULT
BUT T'M NOT
RULING IT OUT

( EITHER

HDFC Bank, Axis plan
outage this weekend

Mumbai: HDFC Bank and Axis
Bank have announced scheduled
downtime of their systems for
some services over the weekend.
HDFC Bank's downtime will be in
the early hours of July 13, while
Axis's outage will stretch through
July 13 and July 14. Tn

RIL’s unit plans over
S$500mn offshore loan

A unit of Reliance Industries
{ \is planning to borrow at
least $500 million to refinance
debt. it's in talks with a group of
foreign banks for a loan of 12-15
years, people familiar with the
matter said. LooMmBERG

Factory jobs to boost
India’s growth: IMF

I ndia can boost its economic
growth rate by as much as
0.5 percentage points by driving
maore workers from agriculture
to manufacturing, according

to researchers from the

IMF. eLOOMEERG

NPCI arm, QNB to
roll out UPI in Qatar

Mumbai: NPCI| International
Payments has entered into
an agreement with Qatar
National Bank to enable UPI
payment acceptance through
the QNB merchant network in
Qatar. Tun

Auto parts cos to
invest 25k cr: ICRA

Chennai: The auto component
industry will invest around Rs
20,000-25,000 crore as capex in
FY25, rating agency ICRA said.
The industry’s capex will be
8-10% of its operating income
over the medium term. Tun

46%

is the increase in jobs in
construction sector during the
10 years preceding 2022-23.
Nearly 7.5 crore people have
construction-related jobs

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: RBI governor
Shaktikanta Das on Thurs-
day indicated that interest ra-
tes may remain higher for
longer. With a 4.75% rise in re-
tail inflation in May, Das said
that inflation numbers for Ju-
ne — which will be announ-
ced on Friday — are expected
to be close to 5%, according to
surveys. “When we are at 5%
and our target is 4%, I think it
is premature to talk about in-
terest rate cuts,” Das said in
an interview with CNBC.

The governor also said
that rate cuts would adversely
affect ‘silent depositors’. Ty-
pically, there is a clamour for
rate cuts from borrowers.

Das emphasised on the
cautious approach, saying
that while some central banks
provide guidance on when a
rate cut is likely, the issue glo-
bally and in India isthe prevai-
ling uncertainty. He expressed
his reluctance to give any for-
ward guidance that might mis-
lead market players, and said,
*“I would rather not give any
forward guidance which wo-
uld lead market players to bo-
ard the wrong train.” The app-
roach intends to provide stabi-

‘Our Target For Inflation Is 4%’

talk about interest rate cuts...

Shaktikanta Das | rei cuv

our target is 4%, | think it is premature to

On Outlook: | would rather not give any
forward guidance which would lead market
players to board the wrong train
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litv and reassurance to the
market. The adverse impact of
a rate cut on depositors is a
new issue confronting RBL
The central bank had expres-
sed concernsover bank advan-
ces outpacing deposit growth,
which remained sluggish. Bu-
siness figures reported by
banks in the first quarter indi-
cate that deposit growth has
not picked up much.

Besides inflation and the

adverse impact on deposits,
the third factor that might
prevent RBI from cutting ra-
tes is the high growth rate.
Das said that the high growth
momentum of &4 FY24 had
continued and was maintai-
ned in thefirst quarter.
Onthesteady exchangera-
te, Das attributed the rupee’s
resilience to its macroecono-
mic fundamentals, which ha-
ve been much stronger than

With Inflation At 5%, It's Premature To Talk About Rate Cuts: Das

they were a few vears ago. “It
has more to do with our stable
fundamentals than anything
else. RBI only manages volati-
lity,” said Das. He also added
that it is the strong fundamen-
tals that justify a ratings up-
grade by international rating
agencies, “It should have hap-
pened earlier.. While rating
does play arole, many largein-
vestors do their own analysis
and markets are ahead of ra-
ting agencies,” said Das.

Economistsattribute asig-
nificant portion of the rise in
CPI to unstable commodities,
especially food items. Altho-
ugh food price inflation is not
caused by demand-related fac-
tors, RBI can only address this
by increasing interest rates to
prevent widespread inflatio-
nary expectations. In this qu-
arter; besides food prices, a ri-
se in telecom tariffs could also
add toprice pressures.

After hiking interest rates
in Feb 2023, RBI has left rates
unchanged for 16 months now.
Many expect it to cut rates by
Dec this year to maintain the
spread between US and Indian
rates. However, if RBldoesnot
cut rates this year, it would be
its longest pause since MPC
started setting rates in 2016.

PM meets economists, takes
up ideas to boost growth

Tinmes News NETwoRK

New Delhi: Ahead of the
Union Budget, Prime Mini-
ster Narendra Modil on
Thursday interacted with
economists to dis-
cuss the state of the
economy and ideasto
push growth.

“Earlier today, in-
teracted with emi-
nent economists and
heard their insightful wvi-
&Wws on issues pertaining to
furthering growth.,” PM
Modi said on microblog-
ging site X.

The Budget will be unve-
iled by finance minister
NirmalaSitharamanonJu-
Iy 23 and it will be her se-
venth consecutive Budget,
a record eclipsing Morarji

Desai’'ssixinarow.

This will be the first
Budget of the new coalition
govt, which assumed office
in June. PM Modi was
sworn-in for his third term.

Last month, Presi-
dent Droupadi Mur-
mu in her address to
Parliament said the
Budget will have seve-
ral historic steps and
the pace of reforms
would be accelerated.

The Budget is being pre-
sented against the back-
drop of global challenges
and geopolitical tensions.
[tisexpected tospell outthe
steps for govt's Viksit Bha-
rat strategy and ensure
that India emerges as a de-
veloped country by 2047.

The economy is in aswe-

et spot and is expected to
continue to grow around
the 7% range for the next
few years, led by robust do-
mestic demand.
Sitharaman, Niti Aayog
vice chairman Suman Bery
and his team of advisors
and B V R Subrahmanyam
attended the meeting. No-
ted economists such as As-
hok Gulati, Surjit Bhallaal-
s0 expressed their views.
Eminent banker and finan-
cial market expert K V Ka-
math and chief economic
advisor V Anantha Nages-
waran also participated in
the meeting. FM has held
soveral rounds of discus-
sions with various stake-
holders in the lead up to the
Budget and the views will
serveas crucial inputs.

next week on sector growth

Times News NETwWORK

New Delhi: Amid con-
cerns over guality of mo-
bile services in the count-
ry at a time when 5G
networks continue to ex-
pand pan-India, the count-
rv's top telecom honchos,
including Reliance Jio
chairman Akash Ambani,
Bharti Airtel chairman
Sunil Mittal, Aditva Birla
group’s Kumar Mangalam
Birla, and Tata group
chairman N Chandraseka-
ran are likely to visit the
national capital next week
to hold a meeting with offi-
cials from the department
of telecom.

Sources said that chiefs
—who are part of the stake-
holder advisory committee
on telecom services — are
set to meet telecom secreta-
ry Neeraj Mittal and new
communications minister
Jvotiraditya Scindia to dis-

cuss the growth of the sec-
tor, including on matters re-
lated to spectrum, quality
of services, and financial
health of the industry,

“The honchos have been
invited as part of the first
Stakeholder Advisory
Committee for Telecom
Service Providers,” a sour-
ce said, adding that the dis-
cussions at the meeting are
likely tobe followed up with
more face-to-face interac-
tions. “The chairman of
publicsector BSNLhasalso
been invited.”

Apart from the top bos-
ses, DoT has also invited ex-
ecutive management per-
sonnel of the companies to
the meeting. These include
Airtel MD & CEOQ Gopal Vit-
tal, Jio MD Pankaj Pawar,
and Vodafone Idea CEO
Akshya Moondhra.

Sources said the mini-
strv wants to take stock of
the mood of the industry,

as well as any concerns
that companies may have.
“There has been a new mi-
nister who has taken char-
e, and this would also help
him understand the issues
first-hand.”

However, govtisalsolik-
ely to raise certain matters
with the telecom bosses,
especially around the qua-
lity of consumer services.
“There have been serious
concerns around the mat-
ter of pesky calls, and this
may figure in the discus-
sions. Also, call drops and
patchy network quality will
also be discussed.”

“Possibilities around
6G, and how to indigenise
networks, is something
that may be part of the dis-
cussions. Govt strongly be-
lieves that telecom is the
backbone of the Indian eco-
nomy and wants to ensure
that networks remain ro-
bustand viable.”

Deposits
grow faster
than loans
in June qtr

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: The banking sec-
tor's outstanding loans rose
4.8% in the first quarter —
from Rs 168.7 lakh crore as
of end-March 2024 to Rs176.8
lakh crore on June 28.
During the same period,
deposits grew 5.3% to Rs
220.6 lakh crore from Rs
209.31akh crore.

Inthe past year, the growth
of loans continued to exceed
that of deposits. with the loan
portfolio expanding by 19.6%
by the end of June 2023. Howe-
ver, this was largely due to the
impact of the HDFC-HDFC
Bank merger. If we exclude
the effects of the merger, the
vear-on-yvear growth would
have been around 16.2%, still
higher than the12% growth in
deposits. The accretion to the
deposit book has been around
Rs 11.3 lakh crore during the
first quarter, while the addi-
tion to the loan book has been
Rs 8 lakh crore.

AccordingtoaMacquarie

report, of the banks that ha-

ve reported their business fi-
gures so far, the average qu-
arter-on-quarter increase
has been 1.5% for public sec-
tor banks and 0.2% for priva-
te banks. In deposits, the av-
erage guarter-on-quarter
growth is 0.3% for PSBs and
0.6% for private banks.

Sensex ends lower
on profit-taking

Mumbai: The sensex and
Nifty closed marginally down
in a rangebound session on
Thursday as investors boo-
ked profits in heavyweights
ahead of the announcement
of key financial results for
the June quarter.

Retreating from  early
highs, the sensex closed 27 po-
ints lower at 79,897, Half of the
sensex sharesclosed with gains
while the rest declined. acencies

TCS reports 4.4% revenue growth in June qtr

DROP IN ORDER BOOK, BFSI SLIDES

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: TCS's year-on-
vear revenue grew by 4.4% in
constant currency in the Ju-
ne quarter compared to the
vear-ago period. Quarter-on-
quarter, it grew 2.2% in cons-
tant currency.

But even as India’s largest
IT firm achieved all-round
growth, it is treading cautio-
usly in determining whether
it's too early to declare sustai-
ned growth momentum as
market conditions haven't
significantly changed since
the previous quarter. “We are
quite happy with the overall
growth across all verticals

Revenue Deals Won
> Total Revenue: S7.Sbn ey
> YoY Growth: @
4.4%* Q4 FY24
4 » Revenue
Workforce
(QoQ): 2.2%* Total Net Attrition E
» Operating Margin: |Employees: A{gtlhlgn?;;-" ;RE::iET: nﬁ%‘g
Dropped l}ﬂq to 24.7% 606,998 | 2 ! i§
from 26% in Q4 FY24 5452 | Services) S

and markets. It's too early to
call whether the growth mo-
mentum is sustainable becau-
se market conditions conti-
nue to remain the same as
they were in the last quarter.

So, there isnothingnew toadd
in terms of market senti-
ments. But we believe FY25
will be better than FY24,” T'CS
CEQO K Krithivasansaid inthe
earningscall on Thursday.

The UK recorded robust
orowth of 6%, while continen-
tal Europe saw a modest incre-
aseof 0.9%. Incontrast, North
America faced a decline of
1.1%. Emerging markets, in-
cluding India, Asia-Pacific,
the Middle East & Africa, and
Latin America, maintained
their growth trajectory, rein-
forcing the company’sdiversi-
fication strategv. Among the-
se, India has emerged as the
bright spot, with revenue sur-
ging by an impressive 61.8%
compared to the previous ye-
ar, led by the mammoth Rs
15.000-crore BSNL deal it won
last year for deploying 4G net-
works across India,

Among the verticals, ma-
nufacturing, energy, and utili-
ties continued to have strong
growth. But its mainstay busi-
nesses — banking, financial
services, consumer tech, and
communication — continued
to have negative growth on a
vear-on-year basis.

Krithivasan said TCS is
currently executing about 270
GenAl projects and its Al &
GenAl pipeline has doubled to
$1.5 billion in the June guar-
ter. TCS's operating margin
dropped 130 basis points quar-
ter-on-quarter to 24.7% on ac-
count of a wage hike but com-
pared tothe year-ago period, it
expanded1.5%.

'RBI guv hints interest rates IT hiring slump means
“may stay higher for longer training takes backseat

Infy’s Avg Training Hrs Per Employee Fall To
75 From 130 A Yr Ago Due To Fewer Freshers

Veena.Mani@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: At a time when
companies are focusing on
upskilling their workforce,
Indian IT firms like Infosys,
Wipro and Tech Mahindra
have experienced a drop in
the average training hours
per emplovee for FY24 com-
pared tothe year-ago period.
While Infosys' average
iraining hours per emplovee
fell from 130 in FY23 to 74.6 in
FY24, Tech Mahindra saw av-
erage hours decline from 56 to
49 over the same time. Wipro's
total training hours alsofell to
12.9 million in FY24 from 16
million in the vear-ago period.
Industry analysts attri-
bute this reduction in
learning hours to areduced
intake of freshers and a
shift towards just-in-time
hiring. Due to sluggish de-
mand and clients pulling
back on discretionary
spending, Indian IT firms
are gradually onboarding
freshers who were oftered
letters in the last fiscal and
have made only modest ad-
ditions to their headecount.
Fresherstypicallyunder-
go extensive training when

they join any IT firm, and
when calculating training
hours, companies consider
both online and offline mod-
ules completed by employ-
ees, For instance, TCS —
which hired 40,000 fresh
graduates — more than
doubled its training hours
to 87 hours per employee in
FY24, uptrom40in the yvear-
ago period.

onboarded by employvers —
the highest addition in a sin-
gle vear. However, only two
vears later in F'Y24, the com-
bined headcount of Infosys,
Wipro, and TCS dropped by
nearly 64,000,

Richard Lobo, chief peo-
ple officer at Tech Mahindra,
said that this decline is tem-
porary andthatthecompany
expects an increase in em-

UPSKKILLING HOURS DOWN

Year TCS* Infosys* TechM* Wipro**

FY24| 87 74

12.9 mn hours 25

FY23| 40 130

56

16 mn hours

*Average leaming hours/employee | “*Total training hours | Source: Regulatory filings

An email sent to TCS, In-
fosys, Wiproand HCL didn't
elicit a response till the time
of going to press as they are
inaquiet period.

Even during 2021, which
was marred by a pandemic-
related sharp decline in
growth, the Indian tech sec-
toradded 1.3 lakh employees,
taking the total base to 4.4
million. The net addition of
50,000 comes nowhere close
to the hiring frenzy in FY22,
when 4.5 lakh freshers were

plovee upskilling as it focus-
es on cost optimisation.
“Overall training hours
are down as project loads are
light and staff levels remain
tight. Thishasled toafocuson
billable hours and revenue in
the short run, versus training
in the long run,” said Ray
Wang, founder of IT advisory
Constellation Research.
Wangsaid that TCS is theonly
company focusing on a long-
term strategy rather than
pursuing short-term benefits.

‘GeM set to be world’s biggest
public procurement platform’

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: India’s Govern-
mente-Marketplace (GeM)is
all set to become the world's
biggest public procurement
platform this fiscal. Korea
ON-line E-Procurement Sy-
stem (KONEPS) was the big-
gest platform with a turno-
ver of %85 billion last fiscal,
of which almost 75% came
fromworkscontract. " GeM's
turnover of goods and servi-
ces alone (the Indian plat-
form does not currently pro-
vide for works contracts)
was $50 billion. In current
FY2024-25, we will overtake
KONEPS to become the
world’s biggest public procu-
rement platform,” said P K
Singh, GeM CEO.

The platform currently
has over 3.7 lakh buyers and
over 21lakh sellers for nearly

12,000 products and over 320
service categories. While
computers and phones are
the biggest items to be trans-
acted through it, but in
value terms, service cont-
racts top the charts. It closed
last financial vear with Rs 4
lakh crore ingross merchan-
dise value (GMYV), double of
FY23, with procurement of
services surging by 205%.
The Union commerce mini-
stry's GeM has enabled
small domestic entreprene-
urs to participate in
govt tenders from anywhere
at any time, breaking the
“cartel” of established servi-
ce providers.

“We are using artificial
intelligence in a big way and
have become the first govt
agency to have a generative
Al-based chatbox to resolve
anyquery Inabid toimprove
the ease of doing business,

we have slashed transaction
charges. Now orders betwe-
en Rs 5 lakh and Rs 10 crore
will see a transaction charge
of 0.3% of order value. And
orders above Rs 10 crore will
see a flat fee of Rs 3 lakh,”
Singh said. While vendor as-
sessment process has been
rationalised with reduction
in chargeable fees from sel-
lers by up to 69% for manu-
facturers & 92% for traders,
caution money deposit has
beenreduced from Rs5,000t0
Rs 2,000 {(60% drop) for new
sellers with turnover up to
Rs1crore.

GeM on Thursday laun-
ched its Aadhaar collection
platform which is “vocal for
local.” It is planning to start
atraining platform for saha-
yaks (helpers) who will help
resolve small sellers’ queri-
es and guide them through
the marketplace.

QD NSE

Promising

guaranteed

returns in
the stock
market

is illegal.

Be a smart investor.
Do your own research
and take informed
investment decisions.

Guaranteed returns in securities market is prohibited by law. Investment in such schemes are not eligible
for compensation froem the Exchange. You may report such practices to us on Feedbk_invg@nse.co.in or

callus on1800266 0050

Soch kar
Samajh kar

Invest kar

Visit www.nseindia.com/invest/be-a-smart-investor
or Scan the QR code for more details.

@ e ﬂ © o @nseindia




"u1

TIMES GLOBAL

THE TIMES OF INDIA, MUMEAI

;’g HUMAABEDIN, E)( AIDE TO HILLARY CLINTON, GETS ENGAGED TO

%&Q&ALEX}SOROS, SON OFBILLIONAIRE LIBERAL DONOR GEORGE SOROS

Demands Beijing Halt Shipments Of ‘Weapons Components’,
& Threatens That Support For Moscow Will Come At A Cost

Washington: After decades of £

viewing China as a distant th-
reat, Nato on Wednesday accu-
sed Beijing of becoming “a de-
cisive enabler of Russia's war
against Ukraine,” and deman-
ded that it halt shipments of
“weapons components” and
other technology critical to the
rebuilding of the Russian mili-
tary. The statement is contain-
ed in a declaration approved by
the 32 leaders of thealliance.,

It 1s a major departure for
Nato, which until 2019 never of-
ficially mentioned China as a
concern. Now, for the first time,
the alliance has joined in Wash-
ington’s denunciations of Chi-
na's military support for Rus-
sia. But the declaration conta-
ins an implicit threat that Chi-
na's growing support for Rus-
sia will come at a cost.

China “cannot enable the
largest war in Europe in recent
history without this negatively
impacting its interests and re-
putation,” the declaration said,
particularly calling out “its lar-
ge-scalesupport for Russia’s de-
fence industrial base.”

Even a year ago, European
leaders were hesitant to challe-
nge Beijing, especially nations
like Germany that view China
asacritical market for high-end
cars and luxury goods. Many
European leaders initially dis-
missed the agreement reached
in early 2022, just before the Be-
ijjing Olympics, for a “pariners-
hip without limits” signed by
Russia Prez Putin and Chinese
Prez Xi. But 20 months after the

Biden told Ukraine Prez Zelensky on Thursday that he would be announcing
a new security package for Kyiv. ‘We will stay with you, period,' he told
Zelensky ahead of a bilateral meeting amid the Nato summit in Washington

China tells Nato not to create chaos in Asia,
rejects label of ‘enabler’ of Ukraine war

hina accused Nato on Thursday of seeking security at the expense

of others and told the alliance not to bring the same “chaos” to
Asia. “Nato hyping up China's responsibility on the Ukraine issueis
unreasonable and has sinister motives,” foreign ministry spokesp-
erson Lin Jian said at adaily briefing. He maintained that Chinahasa
fair and objective stance on the Ukraine issue. Lin said that China’s
trade with Russia is legitimate and reasonable and based on World
Trade Or garﬁzaticm rules. China hasalso expressed concern about
Nato’s budding relationships with countries in the region. Australia,
New Zealand, Japan and South Korea sent their leaders or deputies to
the Nato summit this week. “China urges Nato to ... stop interfering in
China's internal politics and smearing China'simage and not create
chaos inthe Asia-Pacific after creating turmoil in Europe,” Lin said. ar

invasion of Ukraine, that view
has changed. While China has
heeded warnings not to supply
Russia with full weapons sy-
stems, it has done everything
shortof that, providing compu-
ter chips, advanced software
and the components needed for
Russia to rebuild a defence in-
dustrial base that churned out
faulty and outdated equipment,

The intelligence evidence

was provided to Nato countries
by the Biden administration,
in an effort to win over skeptics
who argued that China was not
acentral player in the war. That
succeeded, but only after the
US published the names, in a
treasury department econo-
mic sanctions order, of Chine-
se front companies and manu-
facturers that were funneling
the technology to Russia. wvr

enabler’ of Russia’s war against Ukrain
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Washington hopes Delhi will
persuade Moscow to end war

Chidanand Rajghatta | T

Washington: Amid publicly
expressed concerns from the
state department over PM
Narendra Modi's meetings
with Russia’s Prez Putin, Pen-
tagon on Wednesday said the
US “will continue to view In-
diaasastrategic partner... will
continue to have a robust dia-
logue with them”, while ho-
ping New Delhi will play arole
in persuading Moscow to end
itswaron Ukraine. Pentagon’s
remarkscomeevenas Natoap-
pearstoseetheemergenceof a
Russia-Chinaaxis.

“India and Russia have had
a relationship for a very long ti-
me. From a US perspective, In-
dia is a strategic partner with
whom we continue to engage in
full and frank dialogue to inclu-
de their relationship with Rus-
sia,” Pentagon press secretary
Major General Pat Ryder told
reporters, in the backdrop of
the Nato summit in Washin-
gton, where the alliance called
China a “decisive enabler™ of
Russia in its war on Ukraine.

Amid critical commentary
in the US media that Modi's trip
to Moscow showed Putin was
not as isolated asclaimed by the
Biden administration, Ryder
suggested the Russian prez
may be trving to represent the
visit in such a manner but “‘the
factof thematteris Prez Putin’s
war of choice has isolated Rus-
sia from the rest of the world,

and it has come at great cost”.
He pointed out that Modi met
recently with Ukraine’s Prez
Zoelensky and offered his assu-
rances that India will continue
to do everything within its me-
ans to support a peaceful solu-
tion to the war. “I think we trust
India will support efforts to rea-
lise an enduring and just peace
for Ukraine and will convey to
Mr Putin the importance of ad-
heringtothe UNcharter and the
principles of sovereignty and
territorial integrity” he added.
The Biden administration’s
(and Nato’s) view of Russia and
its invasion of Ukraine is und-
ercut by the fact that ex-prez
Trump takes a more benign vi-
ew of Moscow, believing that
the US “deep state” 1s unnecess-
arily stoking wars, in part by
extending Nato to Russia's bor-
ders. The possibility of Trump's
return to the White House has
many European leaders expres-
sing apprehension about the fu-
fure of Nato. Trump has been
dismissive about Nato, and on
Wednesday he was denigrating
it. “I didn't know what the hell
Nato was too much before,” he
said atarally. “Butitdidn't take
melong tofigure it out. The first
thing I figured out was they we-
re not paying. We were paying
almost fully for Nato. And I said
that'sunfair.” He then went in to
relate how he told a shocked Na-
to ally the US would not protect
it from Russia if itdid not pavits
shareof the alliance funding.

Tinmes News NETwoRrk

asefire deal in Gaza that

involves withdrawal of
Israeli and Hamas forces, an
“interim governance” arran-
gement during which security
would be provided by a Us-tra-
ined force of Arabs who sup-
port the Palestinian Authority,
release of Israeli hostages and
asurge in humanitarian aid to
civilians, as per a columnist in
Washington Post.

The colummn, by foreign af-
fairsspecialist David Ignatius,
quotes an unnamed senior US
official as saying that “the
framework isagreed” and that
the parties were now “negotia-
ting details of how it will be
implemented.” To forge the
deal, US Middle East adviser
Brett McGurk and CIA direc-
tor William J Burns have been
shuttling among regional ca-
pitals since Nov, it said.

The plan istobe implemen-
ted in three stages, Ignatius
wrote, gquoting officials. “First
would be a six-week ceasefire,
during which Hamas would
release 33 Israeli hostages, in-
cluding all female prisoners,
all men over 50 and all who are
wounded. Israel would release
hundreds of Palestinians
from its prisons and withdraw
its troops from densely popula-
ted areas toward the eastern
border of Gaza. Humanitari-
an aid would flow in, hospitals
would be repaired, and crews
would begin clearing rubble.”

The second phase would
begin with an interim gover-
nance plan in which neither
Hamas nor Israel would rule
(Gaza, Ignatius wrote, Security

Fl The US is working on a ce-

O

For first time, Nato calls China a ‘decisive US finalising Gaza truce
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R&mdenta wafk through ruhhie in Gaza City after Israel army's wrth:irawal

Army failed to protect Israelis on Oct 7, finds
1st military report; probe PM role, says def min

I sraeli military published Thursday findings of a first probe into its
own security failings during the Oct 7 Hamas attack, acknowled-
ging it hadn't protected citizens of one of the worst hit communi-
ties, Kibbutz Be'eri. The probe examined the chain of events, fight-
ing and security forces’ conduct. It, however, did not find faultin
tank fire toward a house where militants were holding 15 hostages,
an incident that has drawn criticism. “The team found that the
civilians inside were not hurt by the tank shells,” it said.

Israeli defence minister Yoav Gallant, meanwhile, called fora
state inquiry into the failings. He said the probe should investigate
Gallant himself and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
Netanyahu has dismissed past calls to form a state inquiry. reuters

would be provided by a “force
trained by the US and backed
by moderate Arab allies,
drawn from a core group of
about 2,500 supporters of the
Palestinian Authority in Gaza
who have already been vetted
by lsrael™. Aspera US official.
Ignatius wrote, Hamas had
told mediators it was “prepa-
red to relinguish authority to
the interim governance ar-
rangement”, The third phase
would involve a “multi-year
reconstruction plan™ along
the lines of a UN resolution.
Ignatius said the deal, if it
goes through, would be a ring-
ing validation of US President

Biden's “patient diplomacy”,
balancing America’s role as
peacemaker in the region
with strong military support
for Israel. “It would alsocreate
a potential valedictory mo-
ment for the president, affor-
ding him a chance tostep back
honourably from his quest for
asecond term or, conversely, to
double down,” he wrote,

The columnist, however,
added that US officials were
treading with caution becau-
se, “although the framework
is in place, a final pact pro-
bably isn’t imminent, and the
details are complex and will
take time to work through™.

56% of Dems want Biden to end candidacy: Poll

19% decline in P10 support for prez: Report

here is a 199 decline in Indian Americans supporting incumbent

Prez Biden between the 2020 election and the 2024 election
cycle, according to a bi-annual Asian American Voter Survey, the
longest-running survey of Asian-American voters released Wednes-
day. The survey reveals 46% of Indian Americans intend to vote for
Biden this year against 65% in 2020. The 19% drop is the largest
among all Asian-American ethnic communities. The survey was
held before the June 27 debate between Biden and Trump. smi

US’s long-range
missiles in
Germanya

threat: Russia

Moscow: Russia will act to
counter the planned US de-
ployment of long-range mis-
siles in Germany, Kremlin sa-
id Thursday,
as it regarded
the Natomili-
tary allian-
ce's  actions
As a serious
threat to Rus-
sia’s national
security. The
US and Germany announced
ata Nato summit Wednesday
that they would begin deploy-
ing long-range fire capabiliti-
es in Germany in 2026 to de-
monstrate  their commit-
ment to Nato and European
defence at a time when Rus-
siaiswaging war in Ukraine.
They said the “episodic
deployments™ were in pre-
paration for longer-term
stationing that would inclu-
de 5M-6, Tomahawk cruise
missiles and hypersonic we-
apons with a longer range
than current capabilities in
Europe. Natoalsosaidthata
new US air defence base in
northern Poland, designed
to detect and intercept bal-
listic missile attacks as part
of a broader Nato missile
shield, was mission-ready,
Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said: “ Nato
has once again clearly confir-
med itsessence, [tisanallian-
ce created in an era of con-
frontation with the aim of
maintaining confrontation.”
*Tensions on the Europe-
an continent are escalating
asaresult,” Peskov added.
“We see the decisions ta-
ken in Nato to create separa-
telogistics hubs in Black Sea
cities, the opening of addi-
tional facilities in Europe,
and we see that in fact Nato's
military infrastructure is
constantly and incremental-
ly moving towards our bor-
ders,” healsosaid. seuters

Dmitry Pesku'u'

Thermonuclear blasts & new species:
Inside Musk’s plan to colonise Mars

SpaceX Working On Plans For Dome Habi

ats, Spacesulits,

& Researching Whether Humans Can Procreate Off Earth

Kirsten Grind

— Musk has focused SpaceX,
his rocket company;, on his
lifelong goal of reaching Mars.
Over the last year, he has also
ramped up work on what will
happen if he gets there.

Musk, 53, has directed Spa-
ceX emplovees to drill into the
design and details of a Martian
city, according to people with
knowledge of the efforts and
documents viewed by NYT.
One team is drawing up plans
for small dome habitats, inclu-
ding the materials to build
them. Another is working on
spacesuitstocombat Mars' hos-
tile environment, while a medi-
cal team is researching whet-
her humans can have children
there. Musk has volunteered
his sperm to help seed a colony.

The initiatives, whicharein
their infancy, are a shift toward
more concrete planning for life
on Mars as Musk'stimeline has
hastened. While he said in 2016
it would take 40-100 yvears to ha-
ve a self-sustaining eivilisation
on the planet, Musk told Spa-
ceX employees In April he now
expects one million people to be
living there in about 20 years.

“There's high urgency to
making life multi-planetary”
he’ssaid. “We'vegot todo it whi-
le civilisation isso strong.”

Musk has long tried to defy
the impossible and has often
managed to beat tough odds.
But his vision for life on Mars
takes his seemingly limitless
ambitions to their most extre-
me — and some might say ab-
surdist — point. No one has
ever set foot on the planet, Nasa
doesn't expect to land humans
on Mars until the 2040s. And if
people get there, they will be
greeted by a barren terrain, icy
temperatures, dust storms, and

I “or over two decades, Elon
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A SpaceX rendering of the proposed Mars colony includes a giant dome
for communal living, with smaller domes scattered around it

airthat’s impossible to breathe,

Yet Musk isso wedded tothe
idea of creating a civilisation
on Mars — he once said he
plans to die there — that it has
propelled nearly every busi-
ness endeavour he has underta-
ken on Earth. His vision for
Mars underlies most of the six
companies he leads or owns,
each of which could potentially
contribute to an extraterrestri-
al colony, according to the docu-
ments and the people.

Musk, worth about $270 bil-
lion, has publicly declared that
he only accumulates assets to
fund his plans for Mars. While
Musk has spoken about Mars
for vears and SpaceX released
two basic drawings of a colony
around 2018, many specifics
and the company’s shift toward
civilisation planning haven't
previously been reported.

Musk has been fascinated
by Mars since reading Isaac
Asimov’s 1951 novel, “Founda-
tion,” when he was 10, Inthe bo-
ok, the protagonist builds a co-
lonv across a galaxy to save hu-
manity fromthefall of an inter-
stellarempire, But peopleclose
to Musk said he was just tryving
to best Jeff Bezos, Amazon's fo-
under who envisions humans
living 1n gilant space stations
across the solar system.

To reach Mars, SpaceX has
built Starship, a nearly 400-foot
reusable rocket. A future ver-
sion of Starship may have a li-
vingspace initsnose. Musk has
said he hoped to create his own
species on Mars, an idea he has
repeated over the vears tothose
close to the company “I think
it's guite likely that we'd want
to bioengineer new organisms
that are better suited to living
onMars,” hesaid. “Humanity's
kind of done that over time, by
sort of selective breeding.”

He also has a strategy for
warmth. He's said he would
tackle icy temperatures with a
series of thermonuclear explo-
sions that would warm the pla-
net by creating artificial suns.
Hundreds of solar panels will
help create energy. The indust-
rial design team has been crea-
tingrenderings fora city, which
will centre on a giant dome for
commumal living, with smaller
domes scattered around it
Musk is particularly concer-
ned with making sure the city
looks cool, two people said. In
April, Musk told SpaceX emplo-
vees the Mars colony would be
self-sustaining in case somet-
hing happened to Earth. To
achieve that, Musk plans to use
Starship as sort of a Noah's
Ark, three people said. wyt

Chidanand Rajghatta | Tvn

Washington: Hours before
US Prez Joe Biden's live press
conference, scheduled for 4am
Friday India time, a Washing-
ton Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll
revealed 56% of Democrats
want Biden toend his candida-
cyv while 42% want him to con-
tinue to seek re-election. Ove-
rall, 2 in 3 adults say the prez
should step aside, including
over 7in10independents.
Those numbers reflect the
diminishing support for Biden
after the debate debacle nearly
two weeks ago when he repea-
tedly stumbled and mumbled,
triggering panic and anxiety
in the Democratic party Altho-
ugh he has been more cogent
and forceful since then, party
activists are now concerned
how he will last four years sho-
uld he carve a path to victory
over the next four months.

Via AFP

‘Jermunt Senator Peter Welch has
called on Biden to withdraw, the
first Senate Democrat to do so0

Although the primary sub-
ject matter of the press confe-
rence at White House will be
the just-concluded Nato sum-
mit, Americans of all hues
and interested parties across
the world will be watching eve-
ry word and gesture to deter-
mine if the 8l-year-old presi-
dent retains the cognitive abi-
lity to run for a second term.
Although the US president
has defiantly said he plans to
continue his re-election cam-

Shelley Duvall, star of
“The Shining’, dies at 75

pid, Texas-born movie
S star whose wide-eved,
winsome presence was a ma-
instay in the films of Robert
Altman and who co-starred in
Stanley Kubrick's ‘The Shi-
ning,” has died at 75. She died
Thursday in her sleep
at her home in Blanco,
her longtime partner,
Dan Gilroy said. The
cause was complica-
tions of diabetes, said
her publicist Gary
Springer. “My dear, sweet,
wonderful life, pariner, and
friend left us last night,” Dan
Gilroy said. “Too much suffe-
ring lately, now she's free, Fly
away beautiful Shelley™
Duvall was in college
when Altman’s crew, prepa-
ring to film ‘Brewster McClo-
ud,” encountered her as at a
party in1970. They introduced
her to the director, who cast

L;he]ley Duvall, the intre-

her ‘Brewster McCloud' and
made her his protege. Duvall
appeared in several Altman
films like "Thieves Like Us,’
‘Nashville,” ‘Popeve,” “Three
Women,” and ‘McCabe & Ms
Miller” Duwvall, gaunt and
gawky was no conventional
starlet. But she had a
beguiling frank man-
ner and exuded a sin-
cular naturalism.

At her peak, Du-
vall was aregular star
in some of the defi-
ning movies of the 1970s and
1980s. In ‘The Shining,' she
plaved Wendy Torrance. It
was Duvall’s screaming face
that made up half of the
film's most iconic image. But
Duvalldisappeared from mo-
vies almost as quickly as she
arrived inthem. By 1990s, she
began retiring from acting.
She was last seen in 2002's
‘Manna From Heaven.' ap

Covering on spire of a cathedral that Monet painted catches fire

Blaze In Rouen Cathedral A Haunting &
Reminder Of 2019 Fire At Notre-Dame

a cathedral in Rouen,
France, that inspired the
artist Claude Monet caught fire
on Thursday, city officials said.
The cathedral, Notre-Dame
de Rouen, about 112km north-
west of Paris, was evacuated,
and emergency services were
atthesite, local officials said on
X. “All of the public resources
havebeenmaobilised,” thecity's
mayvor, Nicolas Mayer-Rossig-
nol, wrote on X, adding that the
fire's cause was unknown.

J.f"\ tarp covering the spire of
i

Caroline Dutarte, a Rouen
official, said that only a tarp
covering the cathedral’s spire
had caught fire and that the
blaze was under control. She
said the tarphad been in place
around the spire because the
cathedral was undergoing re-
novation work. “There do-
esn't seem to be too much da-
mage and, above all, no one
was injured,” Dutarte said.

The blaze in Rouen was a
haunting reminder of the 2019
fire at Notre-Dame cathedral in

Riutirs

The Rouen cathedral, whose construction began in the 12th century, is
considered one of the finest Gothic churches in France. Among its most
notable visitors was Monet, who painted the cathedral more than 30 times

aris, which almost brought

the building to the ground and
toppled its 300-foot spire. The
Paris cathedral, which is over
850 vears old, is scheduled tore-
open in December.

The Rouen cathedral, who-
se construction began in the
12th century, is considered one
of thefinest Gothicchurchesin
France, Among its most notab-
le visitors was Monet, who pa-
inted the cathedral more than
30 times in the early 1890s, ac-
cording to the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York.
He often captured its facade
from different angles and at dif-
ferent times of theday

The cathedral has suffered
significant harm in the past:
An earlier building was destro-
yved by Viking invasions in 841,
and the cathedral was severely
damaged by Allied bombard-
mentsin World War 1L

S0 has the spire, which, at
almost 500 feet tall, is the hig-
hestin France, It was destroved
by lightning in 1822 and was la-
ter rebuilt using cast iron, then
avery modern material.

Earlier this year a massive
fire hit another historic Euro-
pean building, Copenhagen's
Old Stock Exchange, toppling
its spire. Large parts of the ou-
ter walls later collapsed. wyr

paign and all talk of quitting
should cease, it hasn't.

The scuttlebutt in the capi-
tal is many of his supporters
and well-wishers are being
considerate in waiting for the
Nato summit to conclude befo-
e easing him out of the party
nomination, with the Kind of
love and affection reserved for
an enfeebled grandfather be-
ing led out of a raucous party.
George Clooney, a big-time De-
mocratic donor, was among th-
ose who channelled the “we lo-
ve you grandpa, but it's time

for bed” theme in a NYT oped,
writing, “I love Joe Biden...
But the one battle he cannot
win is the fight against time.”
Indeed, barring a few
lawmakers and party vete-
rans, there have been very few
full-throated endorsements for
Biden. Many Democratic sena-
tors and representatives fear
Biden's diminishing poll num-
bers will become a down-ballot
deadweight that could drag
them to defeat, losing the party
both the House and Senate
along with the White House.

AROUND THE WORLD

Reuters

A ‘Zaldike' (people wearing horse figures) hits revellers with a sponge
during San Fermin festival's parade in Pamplona, Spain, on Thursday

Woman swept to sea
while swimming ata
Japanese beachis
rescued 37 hrs later

Chinese woman in her 20s

who was swept out to sea
while swimming at a Japanese
beach was rescued 37 hours
later after drifting in a swim-
ming ring more than 80km in
Pacific Ocean, officials said
Thursday. The woman was
spotted by a cargo ship early
Wednesday off the southern tip
of Boso Peninsula. Two of its
crew jJumped into the sea and
rescued the woman. She was
slightly dehydrated but in good
health and walked away after
being examined at a hospital,

1-year-old in Mississippi
survives 48 hours of storm,
found crawling on highway
A Louisiana sheriff says a
1-year-old “miracle baby™
survived two days of stormy
weather before a truck driver
spotted him crawling along a
roadside the day after his
d-year-old brother was found
dead and his mother was

arrested in Mississippi. The
baby had bug bites but appea-
red to be in good condition.
Autopsy reports were pending
on the 4-year-old who was
found Monday in a lake near
the Texas state line. Authorities
learned he had last been seen
on Saturday with his mother,
Aaliyah Jack, 25, and the infant.
Jack was arrested on Tuesday
in Meridian, Mississippi, over
563km from where her children
were found. She was to be
extradited to Louisiana, where
she faced a charge of failure to
report a missing child.

‘Rust’ trial: Alec Baldwin
cast as a flouter of rules
Prosecutors sought to cast
Alec Baldwin as someone who
flouts rules and has little reg-
ard for safety at the first day of
his trial in the shooting of a
cinematographer. The special
prosecutor repeatedly referred
to Baldwin playing “make-
believe™ with a revolver on the
set of ‘Rust’, and said it led to
very real danger and the death
of Halyna Hutchins. The pro-
secutor said behind-the-scenes
video will show Baldwin casu-
ally disregarding basic safety.




THE TIMES OF INDIA, MUMBAI
FRIDAY, JULY 12, 2024

TIMES &2 TECHIES.AI 17

TIMES TECHIES

WEBINAR

Topic: Problem Solving Skills
for Engineers in the Era of Al

IS Al RESHAPING THE WORLD?
Al will create new jobs with difterent skills
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| is advancing rapidly, transforming our daily lives and enhancing productivity. While Al will

utomate certain tasks and reinvent traditional work methods, it will also create new jobs Event ;-}agt? link: . "':-:7":3:‘** OUR CEO:
requiring different skills. Organisations should work towards leveraging Al to cultivate a future- https://bit.ly/ R MUGHAL-
ready workforce by focusing on integrating Al with human capabilities instead of replacing aitechies3 S AT-

them. Employers should focus on creating learning opportunities and training em-
ployees in relevant Al skills. This can include training programmers to write better Al
algorithms, designers to use generative Al, talent acquisition managers to utilise Al-as-
sisted recruitment tools, and upskilling technical workers as prompt engineers, data
ethicists, and Al auditors. Al-powered learning systems can personalise the learning
experience for each employee. At Infosys, we believe that encouraging employees to
use Al to enhance their human capabilities, such as creative thinking and innovation,
will help alleviate their concerns and reduce skepticism about Al
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Al is changing your HR department Kunal, Vignesh

Al's productivity gains mean HR professionals need to upskill to stay relevant
A
|

use Al to clean
~ data easily
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understand the output of Al tools. It
doesn’t mean that HR professionals
need to become Al experts, but they
should understand the capabilities

Akhil.George@timesofindia.com o s
For campus hiring, we use Al-integrated

gamified assessments to evaluate can- |
didates more effectively. One of the notable ad- &S ;
vantages of dEpluymg_thESE tools is their a!:rlht'_n.r _‘.}J: and limitations of Al tools.”

to remove the influence of unconscious i ! HR professionals need to become
biases, which can sometimes ma@w&rt- - | _ more business savvy as well, says | ‘
ently affect human decision-making. H Vikram Ahuja, co-Founder of ANSR | " . ‘ _

n the pre-Al era, business ser-
vices provider Quess Corp’s HR
department was bogged down
with time-consuming tasks like
running surveys and conducting
hundreds of focus group sessions just

to gather basic emplovee feedback.
A single emplovee feedback con-
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Overall, It helps in saving time, en- & CEO of Talent500. “Think bevond

hances the quality of candidates, and paperwork. Understand how HR im-
fosters an inclusive work culture. r

k
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versation would take about 30 min-
utes, says Ruchi Ahluwali, group
chief human resources officer for
Quess Corp. Now, with Nikki --
Quess' Al chathot that performs
sentiment analysis, categorising
feedback as positive, negative, or
neutral - that same process takes
only five minutes. “The Al handles
the initial data collection and anal-
vsls, presenting it on a dashboard
for quick review.”

To put this into perspective,
Ruchi says they have about 8,356 con-
versations with their employees
vearly, which without Nikki, would
have taken a staggering 1,990 days.
“With Nikki, we've cut that down to
just 332 days. This efficiency boost
has transformed our Human Re-
source Business Partners (HRBFs)
from data collectors into strategic
decision-makers. They now focus on
actionable insights, innovative ini-
tiatives, and creating a more people-
centric company culture.”

Boosting productivity by signifi-
cant amounts is the chief reason why
Al is taking our world by storm.

Madhav Krishna, CEOQ and found-
er of Vahan.co, says a recruiter cli-
ent, who utilised Vahan's Al tech to
hire blue-collar workers, achieved a
notable productivity leap. “Previ-
ously, their team maxed out at 100
calls per day. However, with the help
of Vahan.ai, they were able to make
a staggering 500 calls in a single day
— a fivefold increase in output! The
benefits extended beyond call vol-
ume, hiring outcomes soared as well.
Where thev once averaged one suc-
cessful hire per day, Al support em-
powered them to consistently bring
on ten to fifteen recruits daily™

Javaprakash Nair, senior engi-
neering leader of data science at
Altimetrik, says that whetting and
filtering resumes with Al has had

Priyanka Anand | vr & HeaD 1R,
SOUTHEAST AS1A OCEANIA AND INDIA, ERICSSON

form of administration is changing
as technology and HR automation
are harnessed, administrative tasks
remain a major part of the HR role.
This involves understanding how

processes.
Balasubramanian Kumarappan
| VP AND HEAD, ANALYTICS; MINDSPRINT

To stay relevant in the age of Al, HR
professionals should focus on developing
a combination of technical and soft skills. This
includes learning about data analysis, machine
learning, and how to interpret Al-generated
insights. Secondly, develop skills in managing
and implementing Al tools. Although the

to integrate Al with existing / '

and efficiency. For example, in HR,
you can recruit faster, on-board
more efficiently with personalised
plans, have a better performance
management system, reduce bias
and increase inclusion for DEl and
automate routine HR functions.
Jaspreet Bindra | rounper,

TECH WHISPERER

unexpected advantages too. “There
have been anecdotes of Alflagging
fictitious content in the resumes.
This helps surface spurious re-
sumes. Another area where Al has
helped, 1s in surfacing and quanti-
fying emplovee sentiments. We've
heard stories of capable but dis-
gruntled emplovees being flagged
by Al, so that corrective and pre-
ventive measures can be adopted
prior to the emplovees actually
deciding to leave the company.”

| believe that much like IT was a ClOs

responsibility, and the Internet, with
Google and Facebook, became the CMOs game,
Generative Al will fall squarely in the CHRO
camp. This is because GenAl is primarily a
powerful tool to ramp up employee productivity

|1

This image is Al generated

Our recent Future of Pay in india Report 2024 revealed that
the majority of organisations in India (59%) are consider-
ing GenAl for HR processes. In this workplace shift, it is
important for HR professionals to embrace Al as a tool,
alongside honed data literacy and critical thinking.
Those who possess these skills can proficiently inter-
pret reports, comprehend data models and algorithms,
and transform findings into actionable strategies.
Srinivas Konidena | cto & vp, APAC PRODUCTS, ADP

ORACLE INDIA

Gen Al has been a major game changer for HR with its
potential to transform workforce productivity, increase
new growth nppartunit]es and achieve better employee satisfac-
tion. Its adoption has been rapid, where generative Al
not only assists in completing daily mundane tasks in
less time, but also supports in better decision making
and enhancing employee experiences. With embed-
ded Gen Al, HR teams today can streamline processes,
2. | such as hiring, talent management, career develop-
L7 ment, and service delivery.

' | Shailesh Singla | senion DIRECTOR, APPLICATIONS,

How to stay relevant

With such impressive productivity
gains with the Al models of today,
and with models improving continu-
ously, 1t stands to reason that com-
panies might not need as many HR
professionals in the future as they
have historically needed.

“As more and more HR tasks
become automated, it is possible
that some jobs may become obso-
lete or that employees will be dis-
placed from their current roles.

Those role holders may require
reskilling or upskilling programs
to help transition to new roles,”
says Swadesh Behera, chief people
officer for Titan Company.

To stay relevant, Vinu AV, talent
digital transformation and opera-
tions leader at EY Global Delivery
Services (GDS), says having the abil-
ity to understand and interpret data
is crucial now. “HR professionals
should be able to use data analytics
to make informed decisions and to

O T———
share autonomy: Expert

Akhil.George@timesofindia.com We're trying to get

robots to start mak-
ing informed decisions that
are potentially beyond the
realms of human intelli-
gence. In the next five to 10
years, what we're going to
see is not solutions that are
fully autonomous, we're go-
ing to see observations that
are somewhere in between,
where we have humans
still in control of many of
the high-level goals, but
the robot will take a lot of
decisions on their own. And
this is what we call shared
autonomy.
Sethu Vijaykumar |
DIRECTOR, ROBOTICS AND Al

n a world racing towards
artificial intelligence
dominance, Sethu Vijaya-
kumar is advocating for a
more nuanced approach:
shared autonomy between
humans and machines.
Vijayakumar, director of ro-
botics and Al at the Alan Turing
Institute and a chair professor
of robotics at the University of
Edinburgh, believes the next
frontier in robotics isn't about
replacing humans, but enhanc-
ing their capabilities.

“We're trying to get robots
that can make decisions on
their own, start making in-
formed decisions that are poten-
tially bevond the realms of hu-
man intelligence,” Vijayaku-
mar said during a presentation
at the first dayv of the Interna-
tional Gen Al conclave held in
Kochi, Kerala on Thursday.
“But in the next five to 10 vears.
what we're going to see is not
solutions that are fully autono-
mous, but solutions that are
somewhere in between.”

This vision of shared au-
tonomy could revolutionise in-
dustries ranging from manufac-

ALAN TURING INSTITUTE

turing to healthcare, In one ex-
ample, Vijavakumar showeased
how a “tele-barista™ robot in
Tokyo is able to prepare coffee
while being partially controlled

ing individuals with disabilities
who might otherwise be unable
to join the workforce.

The applications extend far
bevond coffee shops. Vijayaku-

on robots that could maintain
assets on Mars, and with Honda
on collaborative robots for as-
sembly lines. In healthcare,
they're developing smart pros-
thetics and rehabilitation ro-
bots for patients with neurode-
generative diseases.

However, Vijayakumar cau-
tions against unrealistic ex-
pectations. “We tend to over-
estimate technology in the
short term,” he said. “People
go with the hvpe. And they
think that generally VR, or
robotiecs, or Al, or machine
learning in general, is the next
best thing to sliced bread, and
it can solve all your problems.”

Instead, he advocates for a
measured approach that ac-
knowledges both the potential
and limitations of current
technology while preparing
for future advancements. This
1s particularly relevant for
countries like India, which
Vijavakumar believes should
leapfrog to high-value Al ap-
plications rather than simply
catching up in areas already
dominated by other nations.

Asroboties and Al continue
to evolve, Vijayakumar empha-
sises the need to address under-
Iving challenges, including
safety, security, and ethical con-
siderations. “Our responsibility
1s not just to say this is a won-
derful piece of technology™ he
said. “It’s trying to get the pub-
lic to understand where it
works, where it does not, what

pacts the company’s bottom line. Use
data from Al tools to identify talent
needs and design recruitment strate-
gies that hit the bullseye.”

Challenges to deploying Al
Jaspreet Bindra, founder of Tech
Whisperer, says that one of the big-
gest challenges indeploving Al in HR
operations relates to inculcating an
Al culture within the organisation
which is data-driven, has ethical
guardrails, but within which employ-
ees are allowed to be curious and
experimentative with fast-emerging
new Gen Al tools. “Only when every
emplovee eagerly experiments and
works with this powerful and demo-
cratic technology, will it move the
needle for an organisation in terms
of productivity and efficiency - and
that will be HR's responsibility™

There are plenty of other chal-
lenges as well, which are more
commonly associated with deploy-
ing Gen Al platforms at scale - like
data privacy, security, bias, cost,
and the fact that employees will
have to be extensively trained to
use these Al tools. None of these
are deal breakers though, savs
sSrinivas Konidena, CTO and VP of
APAC products for ADP, a Us-based
provider of human resources man-
agement software and services.

“We have developed a compli-
ance-by-design process that estab-
lishes key guardrails around trans-
parency, bias, and accuracy of our
generative Al tools.”

Srinivas says they have also
banned the use of public Al tools
such as ChatGPT within the com-
pany. “Instead, we are working
with Microsoft to create a separate
ChatGPT instance for the company;
allowing us to use the technology
more actively while maintaining
data security.”

THE RISE OF MIXTURE OF EXPERTS

ixture of Experts
M
architecture has

emerged as a powerful
approach to improving
the performance and
efficiency of large Al
models, particularly in
natural language
processing and other
complex tasks. This
architecture has helped
push the boundaries of
what's possible with Al,
enabling more
sophisticated and
capable models while
managing computational
resources more
effectively.

At its core, the MoE
architecture is based on
the principle of divide-
and-conquer. Instead of
having a single, massive
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neural network tackle all
aspects of a task, MoE di-
vides the problem into subtasks and employs
multiple “expert”™ networks, each specialis-
ing in different aspects of the overall task. A
gating network then decides which experts to
activate for any given input, effectively routing
the data to the most appropriate specialists.

be scaled more easily than traditional models.
Adding more experts increases the model's
overall capacity and potential performance
without necessarily increasing the computa-
tion required for each forward pass.

4, Better Handling of Diverse Tasks | In multi-
task learning scenarios, different experts

can specialize in different tasks, allowing the

This approach offers several key
advantages:

1. Increased Model Capacity | MoE allows

for dramatically larger models without a
proportional increase in computational cost.
By activating only a subset of experts for each
input, the model can have a vast number of
parameters while keeping the active computa-
tion relatively small.

2. Specialisation and Efficiency | Different ex-
perts can specialize in handling different types
of inputs or subtasks. This specialization leads
to more efficient processing and often better
performance on specific types of data.

by remote operators — includ-

mar’s lab is working with NASA

are the vualnerabilities.”

3. Improved Scalability | MoE architectures can

model to perform well across a wide range of
applications.

5. Reduced Overfitting | By activating only
relevant experts for each input, MoE models
can reduce overfitting on specific patterns in
the training data.

The implementation of MoE has led to
significant improvements in various Al models.
For instance, Google's Switch Transformer and
subsequent models have demonstrated how
MoE can be used to create language models
with over a trillion parameters, far exceeding
the size of traditional transformer models
while maintaining or improving performance
and reducing computational costs.
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unal Bhatia and Vi-

cnesh Baskaran

founded Hexo in 2022

with the idea of as-
sisting enterprises harness
the power of unstructured
data through the use of au-
tonomous Al agents. The
company leverages Al to un-
lock valuable insights from
previously untapped data
SOUrces.

Kunal, an alumnus of
BITS Pilani, is a three-time
Al entrepreneur; having built
startups across edtech and
IoT that leveraged AI. Vi-
enesh, Hexo’'s CTO, brings
over 12 years of Al and deep
learning experience. Vignesh
previously led the machine
learning research team at
case study platform Darts-IF,
where his algorithm contrib-
uted to the firm’s $61 million
acquisition. He holds a Mas-
ter's in Al from KU Leuven
University in Belgium.
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The inspiration for Hexo
stemmed from the founders’
first-hand experience with the
time-consuming and labour-
intensive process of data
cleaning and processing
across various Al projects.
Recognising the untapped po-
tential of generative Al mod-
els, Kunal and Vignesh set out
to develop a solution that
could automate the extraction
of deep data from unstruc-
tured sources, making it read-
ily accessible and actionable
for enterprises worldwide.

Kunal says approximately
80% of data accessible to or-
ganisations is unstructured,
a vast ocean of information
locked in unstructured for-
mats like PDFs, audio files,
videos, and web pages. “Tra-
ditionally, extracting insights
from this unstructured data
is a manual, labour-intensive
ETL (extract-transform-load)
process, This process is usu-
ally built and managed by
expensive data engineers who
write custom web scraping
and parsing scripts. As a re-
sult, over 90% of a data
team’s time is consumed in
building these data pipelines,
taking the focus away from
the real value creation tasks
such as analytics,” he says.

Hexo's Al systems employ

(from left) Hexo.Al cofounders
Vignesh Baskaran and Kunal Bhatia

autonomous web browser
agents, large language mod-
els, vision models, and audio
transcription models to ex-
tract valuable structured
data from unstructured and
undefined sources. Given a
task, Hexo's Al agent devel-
ops a plan, navigating web-
sites and applications auton-
omously, just like a human
would. It then extracts and
transforms data from various
spurces, including wehsites,
PDFs, Excel files, audio, and
video, into structured for-
mats. This approach signifi-
cantly reduces the time and
effort required for data prep-
aration, allowing teams to
concentrate on deriving in-
sights and making data-driv-
en decisions.

Traditionally, extract-

ing insights from...
unstructured data is a
manual, labour-intensive ETL
(extract-transform-load) pro-
cess. This process is usually
built and managed by ex-
pensive data engineers who
write custom web scraping
and parsing scripts. As a
result, over 90% of a data
team’s time is consumed in
building these data pipe-
lines, taking the focus away
from the real value creation
tasks such as analytics.
Kunal Bhatia | co-rounoer, HExD

Hexo's platform is already
being utilised by a diverse set
of enterprises, including data
vendors, financial asset man-
agers, and BPOs, whorely on
it to fetch and extract data
from unconventional sources
and convert it into actionable
insights via API connectors.
For investment analysts,
Hexo's Al agent scours the
internet to gather pertinent
data from non-traditional
sources. In the BPO sector,
Hexo's Al agent autonomous-
ly navigates multiple applica-
tions and files, significantly
reducing the reliance on
manual data entry and deci-
sion-making tasks performed
by BPO workers, ultimately
enhancing efficiency and
profitabilitw

“As GenAl capabilities
continue to evolve, we also
offer consulting services
to help enterprises explore
and identify opportunities
where GenAl can signifi-
cantly enhance their opera-
tions,” sayvs Kunal,
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Samsung to release upgraded Bixby

amsung plans to release an upgraded version of its
Bixby voice assistant powered by artificial intelligence

later this year. The Al-
enhanced Bixby will be
based on Samsung's own

GLOSSARY OF IN-GROUP
TERMS USED

ON THIS PAGE

ETL PROCESS

TL, which stands for Extract,

Transform, and Load, is a crucial
process in data integration and
management. It involves three main
steps that work together to move and
process data from various sources
into a target system.

The process begins with the
Extract phase, where data is gathered

from diverse source systems. These
sources can include databases, flat
files, APIs, or even web scraping. The
goal is to collect all relevant data for
further processing.

Next comes the Transform stage,
where the extracted data is cleaned,
formatted, and restructured to meet
the requirements of the target
system. This may involve data
cleansing to remove duplicates and

correct errors, standardisation to
ensure consistent formats,
enrichment by adding derived or
calculated values, aggregation or
summarisation, and the application of
business rules or complex
calculations.

Finally, the Load phase involves
importing the transformed data into
the target system. This is often a data
warehouse, data mart, or database.

The loading process ensures that the
data is stored in a format that
supports reporting, analysis, and
other business processes.

ETL is essential for creating a
unified view of data from disparate
sources, enabling better decision-
making and analytics. It's commonly
used in business intelligence, data
warehousing, and data migration
projects.

large language models,
rather than relying on
third-party Al like
ChatGPT or Google
Gemini. The upgrade aims
to make Bixby more
conversational and
capable of handling
complex, multi-step tasks
across different apps.
While other tech giants have integrated Al into their digital
assistants, Samsung's Bixby has lagged behind in 2024
updates. Apple’s Al-powered Siri is also expected to
receive an upgrade in i0S 18 next year.
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SNAPSHOTS

Expecting Aditi to win
medal in Paris: Kapil

India's leading golfer Aditi Ashok can go
one step further and win a medal at the
Paris Olympics provided her form does not
betray her in pressure situations, feels
newly appointed PGTI president Kapil Dev.
“| want to see Aditi playing with the same
pomp that she played with in the Tokyo
Olympics. If Aditi plays in the same form,
she has a good chance to win a medal,”
Kapil said. 11

I could have done better in tennis,
says Saina: Indian shuttler Saina Nehwal
feels she would have perhaps excelled
more as a sportsperson if she had picked a
tennis racquet instead of playing bad-
minton. “There is more money and | had
more strength | think. | could have done
better in tennis than badminton,” Saina
said during her Her Story-My Story talk at
the Rashtrapati Bhawan. rm

Opportunity for direct entryinto Jr
French Open: Indian players will getan
opportunity along with other Asian com-
petitors to earn a direct entry into the
junior French Open next year through the
inaugural Roland-Garros Junior Series—a
qualifying event to be held from Oct 16-20
in Tokyo. To make it to the Tokyo event, the
players in the Asian region will first have
to compete in the regional qualifying
tournaments in Kazakhstan (Aug 5-9) and
China (Aug 11-17). pm

Mumbai City sign Greek striker
Nikolaos Karelis: Mumbai City FC on
Thursday announced signing of Greek
striker Nikolaos Karelis ahead of the
upcoming ISL season. This will be 32-year-
old's maiden stint in India. rni

*Paris is my fourth and probably last
Olympics'; Former Indian men's hockey
captain Manpreet Singh very well knows
that the Paris Games will be his fourth and
last Olympics, and wants to give his best
one last time at the world's biggest sport-
ing extravaganza. e

Record 8.6 million tickets sold for
Paris Oly: The Paris Olympics already has
one gold medal in the bag before it begins
with 8.6 million tickets sold—a record for
any Games. “It's a record held by the 1996
Atlanta Games of 8.3 million tickets and
we've already passed that total now some
time ago,” Games organiser Tony Es-
tanguet said on Thursday. Paris Orga-
nisers forecast that total rising to 10
million for Olympics and 3.4 million for
the Paralympics. arp

ACTION TODAY

ATHLETICS: Diamond League, Monaco,
11.30 pm (JioCinema)

CRICKET: England vs W1, 1st Test, Day 3,
3.30 pm(Sony Sports)

CYCLING: Tour De France, Stage 13, 730 pm
(Eurosport)

TENNIS: Wimbledon, 330 pm (Star Sports)

Reach 2nd Straight

Krejcikova For Title

"IME!

W
| YWIVIDLEL ‘J_J.:um_-m
Prajwal.Hegde@timesofindia.com
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London: Jasmine Paolini sprinted
across the lawn and chased down
a drop shot midway through the
Wimbledon semifinal. Donna Vekic
replied with a heavily spun topspin
lob. The Italian had no business get-
ting to the ball, she was almost Kiss-
ing the net cord when she turned
and charged back to the baseline.
Racket on ball, she got it over the
net. Vekic, whose forehand was
calling the shots until that point,
thumped the ball wide.

Centre Court gasped. There was
a hint of a smile on Paolini’'s ex-
pressive face, a reminder perhaps
to never count her out. Vekic, hands
on hips, also smiled, but for a whole
different reason. That right there
with the sun casting a glow on SW19
for the second suceessive afternoon
— was where the first of the ladies’
semifinals turned. An extraordi-
nary contest, where every nook and
corner of the court was used and
covered. Lines met angles and pow-
er met poise, Paolini, the No. 7 seed,
stopped the inspired run of Vekic,
26, 64, 76 (8) in two hours and 51
minutes in the longest women's sin-
oles match in Wimbledon history,

Paolini, the first Italian woman

At Jimmy’s farewell bash,
debutant Jamie has a party

FlE'ulﬂli

Wicketkeeper Smith ¢

Slams 70; Windies 79-6

Still Trail Eng By 171

London: West Indies limped
to 79-6 at the close on the sec-
ond day of the first Test
against England at Lord’s on
Thursday, trailing their hosts
by 171 runs and heading for a
heavy defeat.

Half-centuries by Joe Root,
Harry Brook and Jamie Smith
lifted England to a first-in-
nings total of 371 before James
Anderson, plaving his 188th
and last Test match, bowled
Windies captain Kraigg Brath-
waite with a fine delivery that
jagged back.

Kirk McKenzie, Mikyle
Louis and Kavem Hodge fell
cheaply and only a battling
partnership between Alick
Athanaze and Jason Holder
ensured the game went into a
third day.

Anderson dismissed
Athanaze for 22, however, and
Gus Atkinson snared Holder
for 20 with the final ball of the

Heading to Paris
as better players:
Satwik-Chirag

Gatty Images

Paolini Pips Vekic To
Slam Final, To Battle

FULL BLOOM: Italian Jasmine Paolini exults
after beating Donna Vekic in the longest
(2hrs, 51mins) Wimbledon women’s semifinal

o to reach the Wimbledon final in

Reutars

the Open Era, and the first player
to reach the final at Roland Garros
and the Championships in the same
vear since Serena Williams in 2016,
will play Barbora Krejcikova in the
title match on Saturday The 31-st
seeded Czech produced a stirring
comeback of her own to stun 2022
champion Elena Rybakina 3-8, 6-3
64 in the second semifinal.

What turned the three-hour
affair into gripping cinema
was the back stories of these
two women, both 28 years of age.

Some of the shots Vekic hit,
vou could see a lifetime’s work on
it. The RPMs were singing. On the
other side, Paolini's resolve shone
brighter than the sun, while her
craft sparkled.

Theyv have both loved and lived,
had their hearts broken and wills
tested. Vekic's body was so bruised
and beaten that two months ago
she was seriously considering
walking away from the sport. The
Croat made her first Grand Slam
semifinal in her 43rd major, after
losing in the first round 20 times.

Paolini, 5’4", had lost in the first

Jasmine Paolini is

the first female

player since

Serena Williams
(2016) to reach the finals
at Roland Garros and
Wimbledon in the same
year. Only four other
women have achieved the
feat since 1999,

@5Steffi Graf (1999)
@Serena Williams (2002,
2015, 2016)

®\Venus Williams (2002)
@ Justine Henin (2006)

everyvthing women's sport stands
for — titanic ability, physical and
mental prowess; pulsating power,
lightning speed, resilience. And an
unbendable steel. Vekic, clearly in-
jured, and struggling to motor on,
sobbed. Paolini screamed ‘forza’.
Then, when it was all over, the
seventh seed led the Centre Court
applause as Vekic walked off
the court.

“It was really
tough today, she played un-
believable, She was hitting
winners evervwhere, [ was

struggling at the beginning,

but I told myself to fight for
every ball. I'm so happy with this
win,” Paolini said. She then added
with a smile, “This match I will re-

member forever.,” She is not alone.

| thought | was going to
die in the third set. | had

s0 much pain in my arm, in my

leg. It was not easy out there. |
was more crying because | had
so much pain.”

—Donna Vekic

round of her three previous Wim-
bledon main draw appearances,
earlier she had fallen in the gquali-
fiers thrice. It wasn’t until January,
in Australia, that she had made the
second week of a Grand Slam.

The semifinal then stood for

SEMIFINAL RESULTS

Women: 31-Barbora Krejcikova (CZE)
bt 4-Elena Rybakina (KAZ) 3-6, 6-3,
6-4; 7-lasmine Paolini (ITA) bt Donna
Vekic (CRO) 2-6, 6-4, 7-6(10-8).

New Delhi: The Indian team
will not travel to Pakistan for
the ICC Champions Trophy
2025 and will ask the Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC) to
hold its matches in Sri Lanka
or Dubai, a BCCI source said.

The ICC Champions Tro-
phy will be held next vear
from Feb to
March 2025 in
Pakistan. Since
the 2008 Asia
Cup, India have not played any
tournaments in Pakistan due
to political tensions between
both nations.

A bilateral series from De-
cember 2012 to January 2013
in India also marked the final
bilateral series between the
two nations. Since then, both
nations have only clashed at
all ICC tournaments and the
Asla Cup.

Uncertainty has been
looming over India’s partici-

CHAMPIONS
TROPHY ,

BCCI bats for hybrid model
In CT as board sources say
India won't travel to Pak

pation in the upcoming event
due to the relationship be-
tween the two countries,

The Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) had proposed to
India to play all their matches
in one city Lahore was chosen
as the location where India
would play all of their match-
eg, However, the
Indian board is
not interested
in the prospect
of travelling to Pakistan.

While addressing India's
participation in the event, the
BCCT source said, “India will
not travel to Pakistan for the
Champions Trophy 2025. Will
tell ICC to hold its matches in
Dubai or Sri Lanka.”

BCCI Vice-President Ra-
jeev Shukla, in May, said that
the Indian team would be sent
to Pakistan for the tourna-
ment only if the central gov-
ernment permits it. ani

Can Musetti stop the
Djokovic juggernaut?

Prajwal.Hegde
@timesofindia.com

London: Lorenzo Musetti's
playv has been deoing some
talking at Wimbledon. The
22-yvear-old Italian i1s the
owner of a single-handed
backhand, that's all art, and
a forehand that’s precise and
fiery. Timing is his touch.
Musetti, 6 ft 1', is slightly
built, and has wheels that
are both fast and sturdy.
If the world No.25's win
over Tavlor Fritz in the
quarterfinals on
. Wednesday, put-
A ting him in the
last-four of a
Grand Slam for
the first time
. in his career,
LﬂﬂEHIﬂ is any indica-
Y3l tion of the mental
miles he may have
coverad in recent weeks, ex-
pect a cracker of a last-four
clash against the seven-time
champion Novak Djokovic
on Friday
In the first of the last-four
clashes —defending champi-
on Carlos Alecaraz goes up
against Daniil Medvedev in
a replay of their US Open
semifinals last September.
Musetti trails Djokovic
1-5 in head-to-head clash-
es, their rivalry (so far)
bookended by their only two
meetings in majors, both at
Roland Garros, and on both
occasions  Musetti  going
down In five-sets without

winning a game in the de-
ciding set. The first time was
three years ago, a teenager
then, he retired from the
match (when trailing 04 in

thing about facing
HEAD-TO-HEAD Daniil, or the most
Alcaraz 4 || Precl g Sowt | be back (in) the point o .
Medvedev 2 | every ball."

STARC PEEVED
OVER SNUB VS
AFGHANISTAN

ustralian pacer
Auitchen Starc has

expressed his
displeasure at
being
dropped
for the
crucial T20
7 World Cup

Super Eights

match against

Afghanistan in the
Caribbean, saying he was
not one bit amused by the
team management’s
decision. The Aussies
suffered a 21-run loss to
Afghanistan, which dented
their chances of entering
the semifinals. “No—two
World Cups in a row,” Starc
was quoted as saying.

“Just the match-up, they
(team management) saw
previous games on that
ground in 5t Vincent with
spin playing a part and Ash
(Agar) and the left-armer
enticing them to make a
change,” he said. pi

day to leave Joshua Da Silva
unbeaten on eight.

England had resumed on
189-3 in the morning and
Brook batted with attacking
intent, reaching his 12th fifty
in 13 tests before getting in a
tangle over a short ball from
Alzarri Joseph and skving a
catch to wicketkeeper Da Sil-
va. Ben Stokes was bowled by
Gudakesh Motie for four with
a ball that spun sharply and
struck the England captain’s
middle stump.

Root eased to his 62nd Test
fifty and looked completely
untroubled until just before
lunch when Motie produced
another fine turning delivery
to bowl him for 68.

The 23-vear-old Smith,
making his Test debut, shared
a 52-run partnership with
Chris Woakes who was caught
at square leg off Jayden Seales
for 23. Fast bowler Gus Atkin-
son, fell first ball to Holder

and Smith went on the attack,
hitting two big sixes and eight
fours. rReuTers

Brief Scores: West Indies 121

JIMMY'S BUNNY: James
Anderson dismissed
Windies skipper Kraigg
Brathwaite for the
eighth time in his Test
career

Tendulkar the best batter I've
bowled to, says Anderson
Sports when asked about the

toughest batter he bowled to.
“l don't remember having a

London: Retiring England fast
bowling great James
Anderson says he enjoyed his

battles against Sachin game plan against Tendulkar.
Tendulkar the most over the | would just think that |
course of his career. cannot bowl! a bad ball. If you

“The best batter | would
have to say is Sachin
Tendulkar,” Anderson told Sky

get him out in India, the whole
atmosphere, in the ground
changes,” he added. pri

and 79 for 6 trail England 371
(Crawley 76, Smith 70, Root 68,
Pope 57, Brook 50, Seales 4-77)
by 171 runs

Allrounders with triple of 6,000 runs, 200 wickets and 100 catches in Tests

| For | Tests | Runs | Ave | HS | 100 | Whts
Jacques Kallis ICC/SA | 166 13289 | 5537 | 224 45 292 3265 |5 200
Garry Sobers Wil 93 8032 5778 | 365* | 26 235 3403 |6 109
Ben Stokes Eng 103 6320 3530 | 258 13 201 3166 |4 106

Rajesh Kumar

Pallekele and Colombo to

host India’s matches in SL

New Delhi: India will play
three T20 Internationals and
as many ODIs during their
tour to Sri Lanka across July
and August, and the matches
will be plaved at Pallekele and
Colombo, the BCCI an-
nounced on Thursday.

The white-ball tour will
kick off with the T20Is (July
26, 27, 29) at the Pallekele In-
ternational Cricket Stadium
and the series will then move
to Colombo where the one-
davers (August 1, 4, 7) will be
played at the R Premadasa

HASARANGA

UITS AS
LANKA T20l CAPTAIN

Colombo: Wanindu Hasaranga on Thursday
stepped down as the Sri Lanka captain in T20
Internationals ahead of their upcoming
three-match series against India.

“Sri Lanka Cricket wishes to inform
the public that National Men's 201
Captain Wanindu Hasaranga has
decided to resign from the captaincy,”
a release from Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC)
said. “Hasaranga said it is in the best interest
of Sri Lanka Cricket that he decided to
relinquish the captaincy duties and remain in

International Stadium.

India will be manned by
newly-appointed head coach
Gautam Gambhir, while the
Lankans will also have a new
coach in Sanath Javasuriva.
Gambhir has recently re-
placed Rahul Dravid, who led
India to their second T20
World Cup title in the Ameri-
cas, while Jayasuriya came in
for Chris Silverwood.

India are likely to be led by
KL Rahul as regular skipper
Rohit Sharma is set to be
rested. pri

INDIA’S TOUR OF SRI LANKA

T201 series in Pallekele

®1st T201, July 26, 7 pm.

@ 2nd T201, July 27, 7 pm

® 3rd T201, July 29, 7 pm.
0DIs in Colombo

@1st ODI, Aug 1, 2.30 pm.
®2nd ODI, Aug 4, 2.30 pm.
@3rd ODI, Aug 7, 2.30 pm.

the side as a player,” the release added.

Hasaranga's last assignment as Sri Lanka
skipper was in the T20 World Cup where the
2014 champions failed to make the Super
Eight round. “Sri Lanka will always have my
utmost best efforts as a player, and | will
support and stand by my team and
leadership as always,” Hasaranga was
guoted as saying in the statement.

The SLC added that it has accepted
Hasaranga's resignation. *Sri Lanka
Cricket, while accepting his resignation,
wishes to state that Hasaranga will remain an
important player for us in our international
cricketing plans,” SLC said. r1

MEN'S SEMIS

TODAY  (6pm onwards)

5-Daniil Medvedev (RUS) vs
3-Carlos Alcaraz (ESP)

2-Novak Djokovic (SRB) vs
25-Lorenzo Musetti (ITA)

FATHER TIME: Djokovic plays with his daughter Tara at practice

@T ALCARAZ

The most difficult

the fifth set) and again last
month in the third round
after Musetti had taken the
second and third sets.

The Italian was in a sim-
illar situation against Fritz,
leading by two-sets-to-one.
The American fell back
0-40 in the fifth game of the
fourth set, where Musetti
had four chances to break,
but came up short. The Ital-
lan media groaned in uni-
son, they had seen this be-
fore, In his box his long-time
coach Simone Tartarini
could hardly believe all that
was playing out before him.

Musetti was doing a Mu-
setti again. Until he undid it
in a stirring fifth set where
he lost just 13 points. The
22-yvear-old’s Roland Garros
third-round match against
Djokovic finished at 3 am.

“l had my chances. 1
didn’t take the chances, es-
pecially in the fourth where
I was leading,” Musetti said
at Wimbledon, some 40 days
later. “I have analyzed that
match, the key moments
and where I could do better:
I put myself in that position
again. In the past weeks,
starting from Stuttgart, I
started to feel more continu-
ous with that attitude.”

Pics: Reutéars, AFP

—Alcaraz

In his two grasscourt
events before Wimbledon
Musetti made the semifi-
nal in Stuttgart and final at
Queen’s Club. “Even against
Fritz 1 have that attitude,
especially after losing the
first set where 1 didn't feel
my serve really well. I didn't
feel the ball. [ was a little bit
nervous,” he said. “Then
immediately with a positive
attitude I changed myv mind-
set, and also the feeling with
the ball was better,”

The Italian’s victory over
Fritz has given him a 4-6
win-loss record in five-set
matches. “T've had many,
many tough losses (at Grand
Slams). Especially in the
French Open,” he said. “The
losses made me think, made
me work harder.”

“With Djokovic, 1 always
finished the match with
a lesson,” Musettl said.
“Against him vou are prob-
ably more stressed because
he’s probably the best player
ever or one of the best play-
ers ever. If I play in a certain
way, 1 could have my shot in
the next round.”

Musetti would like noth-
ing more than to showcase
on Centre Court all that he
has learnt.

ALCARAZ FACES MEDVEDEV
IN REMATCH OF 2023 SEMI

London: Carlos Alcaraz's ability to hit any type of
shot, from any position on the court, on any surface,
keeps fans on the edge of their seats. Keeps other
players guessing, too. Alcaraz delights in all of that —
he loves putting on a show just as much as he enjoys
knowing he makes the guys on the other side of the
net uncomfortable — and figures it can only help him
in the Wimbledon semifinals against Daniil
Medvedev on Friday. It's beneficial, Alcaraz said, that
opponents need to focus on whether he'll be “able to

able to hit an unbelievable

shot.” Their clash is a rematch from last year's
semifinals, when Alcaraz won in straight sets. ap

Chirag (L} and Satwik are among favourites for the men's doubles title

Sabi.Hussain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Alothas beenrid-
ing on the shoulders of Sat-
wiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty to keep India’s
medal-winning momentum
in badminton going at the
Olympic Games. The Indian
shuttlers have returned with
at least one medal from each
of the last three editions of
the Games-—Saina Nehwal in
London 2012 and P V Sindhu
in Rio 2016 and Tokvo 2020.
But this time, the badminton
aficionados have placed bets
on men's doubles—the coun-
trv's most successful pair of
Satwik and Chirag.

“We are heading to the Pa-
ris Olvmpics not only as bet-
ter badminton players, but al-
s0 as a pair which has more
experience asateam. We have
trained well for the Games
and are confident about our
chances to finish on the podi-
um,” Chirag told TOI.

satwik concurred that
over the last three years since
their debut Olympics in To-
kvo, both of them have
evolved as players and have
become more mature. “The
Tokyvo Olympics were con-
ducted under different cir-
cumstances due to the Co-
vid-19. It was our debut Olym-
pics and a huge learning ex-
perience for us. Over the
yvears, we have grown a lot
both as plavers and also as a
team. We are good at game
awareness and know how to
pull back things from a diffi-
cult situation,” Satwik said.

The financial assistance
provided by the government

391.75

Total funding (in crore) by
government on badminton

towards hiring foreign spar-
ring partners and video anal-
ysis for pre-Olympic training
camps in Mumbai and Hyde-

rabad have helped Satwik and
Chirag in their pursuit for
success at the Games. Satwik
and Chirag, who are current-
ly the third-ranked pair in
BWF world rankings in the
men's doubles, have endured
a topsy-turvy ride on the tour
this season after tasting suc-
cess inthe last two yvears.

The duo has clinched gold
at the Asian Games and CWG,
and had podium finishes at the
World and Asian Champion-
ships, Thomas Cup and Super
Series meets. This year so far,
they have made the finals of
three events but couldn’t cross
the finish line. They did win ti-
tles at French and Thailand
Opens but recently lost at the
Singapore Open. While many
would say consistency is mis-
sing from their game, the duo
doesn’t seem worried.

“Parisis goingto beatough
challenge, especially in men’s
doubles. Every match and ev-
ery opponent will count. We
will be up against some for-
midable pairs and weareready
for that challenge. We will
trust our instinets and play the
natural attacking game. It's
not just about power but bring-
ing together vour ‘A game. We
know when to raise the level of
our game,” Chirag said.
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Dortmund: Ollie Watkins is, in his own
words, a realist.

He has never pictured himself play-
ing at a major tournament for England
—especially when, as a teenager learn-
ing his trade as a striker, he was sent
on loan to English sixth-tier club Wes-
ton-super-Mare in 2015.

So imagine what went through Wat-
kins’ mind when he saw his stoppage-
time shot fly past Netherlands goal-
keeper Bart Verbruggen and into the
bottom corner to earn England a place
in the European Championship final?

He had only made one previous ap-
pearance at Euro 2024 — as a substitute
in the group game against Denmark

s0 1t was a surprise when he was in-
troduced by Southgate in the 80th min-
ute in England’s biggest match so far.

The gamble paid off. Fed by another
substitute in Cole Palmer, Watkins took
a touch with his back to goal just inside
the area and, from a tight angle,
smashed a fierce shot into the bottom
corner. “1 don’t think I've hit a ball that
sweet before,” Watkins said after Eng-
land’s 2-1 victory over the Dutch in the
semifinals on Wednesday.

It was an incredible finish to an
evening that began badly for England,
as Xavil Simons gave the Netherlands
an early lead in the semifinal in Dort-
mund. However, England were soon
level through a Harry Kane penalty
following a contentious VAR call by
German referee Felix Zwaver, and the
match looked set for extra time until
Watkins struck.

sSuddenly, Watkins is the toast of
England, an improbable turnaround in
fortunes for a striker who had plaved
24 minutes at Euro 2024 — as a substi-
tute in the group stage against Den-
mark — before replacing captain Harry
Kane in the 80th minute for the biggest
moment of his career.

Being an understudy for Kane, Eng-
land’s all-time leading scorer with 66
goals, is a tough business, Minutes are
scarce — Kane typically plays the full
game — 50 every opportunity has to be
orasped. Watkins did just that with a
gopal that fans of the Premier League
have seen time and again in his games
playing for Aston Villa,

Darting behind the Dutch defence in
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MOST OF THE TIME VAR WORKS CORRECTLY, BUT
THESE SITUATIONS ARE DIFFICULT. IT IS NOT SMART
OF ME BUT YOU DO EVERYTHING TO KEEP THE BALL
OUT OF THE GOAL. WE TOUCH EACH OTHER BUT IT
IS DIFFICULT FOR ME TO SAY NOW. THE DECISION

.. WAS MADE AND | HAVE TO ACCEPT IT.”

— DUTCH DEFENDER DENZEL DUMFRIES, WHO MADE
THE CONTACT WITH KANE THAT RESULTED IN A PENALTY

Watkins Is The Unlikely Toast Of
England After His Last-Gasp Winner
Denies The Dutch; Spain Await In Final

ap
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According to football data and
5 analytics StatsBomb, Ollie Watkins'
& goal had an xG (a statistical

measurement of the quality of goalscoring chances)
of 0.05. On the previous night, Yamal's goal had an

xG of just 0.023.
was the latest winning goal

89 @ scored in a semifinal at the

Watkins's winner at 89:59

-

Kane 18 (pen) Watkins 90

e _ 4

LATE ENTRY: Ollie Watkins's smasher in the
90th minute takes England to their first
final of a major tournament overseas

Minutes played

9

OLLIE’S
MOVES

Goals

1

Total

attempts 1 m 0

Assists

Top speed (km/h)

31.7km/h

1.7km

a manner that is beyond Kane these
days, Watkins controlled a pass from
Cole Palmer with his back to goal then,
in one movement, swiveled and fired a
low shot through the legs of Netherlands
defender Stefan De Vrij and past Ver-
brugegen from a narrow angle. “That's
my bread and butter — running in be-
hind, causing trouble,” Watkins said.
If that sounds quite basic, then
that's the kind of striker Watkins is.

Hard-working. Selfless. Pretty much
the ultimate team plaver.

“I've put in a lot of hard work to get
to this point,” said Watkins, who was
tied as the fourth top scorer in the Pre-
mier League this season with 19 goals.
*It's not just this season, it's cumula-
tive. I've done a lot of hard work and
I'm going to enjoy every moment.”

That was evident as Watkins was
engulfed by jovous teammates on the

field at Westfalenstadion after his goal,
his fourth for England. Two of them
came against San Marino, the world’s
lowest-ranked team.

“It was slow motion when I was run-
ning to the boys and celebrating... 1
didn’t want to leave the piteh,” he said.

“I've had a few messages from my
friends sayving, ‘Be patient, you're going
t0o get an opportunity,’ When I've been
on the bench, I've definitely said to

(backup goalkeeper) Dean Henderson,
‘l can make a difference today, | need to
get on that piteh.’ Obviously I've taken
my chance when I've got it and I've
scored and now we're in the final.”
Southgate smiled as he said Watkins
had “saved us another half hour” of
extra time, which England needed to get
past Slovakia and Switzerland previ-
ously in the knockout stage. *Very, very
special for him,” Southgate said. ap

Distance covered (km)s X

ALL WE NEED IS LOVE,
SAYS OFT-DERIDED
SOUTHGATE AFTER
POSITIVE DECISIONS
SHOW PROGRESS

Dortimund: England took a
long time to get going in
Germany but they
marched on to Berlin
buoyved by more late dra-
ma and their best perfor-
manceof the tournament.

Sooften derided for his BTN
failure to change games from the bench
despite the depth of talent at his dis-
posal, England boss Gareth Southgate
could drink in the acclaim in Dortmund
as his bold substitutions made a decisive
impact. “We all want to be loved, right?
So, when vou're doing something for
yvour country and you re a proud English-
man and when vou don't feel that back
and when all you read is criticism, it's
hard,” Southgate told reporters.

“S0, to be able to celebrate a second
final 15 very, very special.”

With the game slipping out of his
side’s grasp after a dominant first half,
Southgate replaced captain Harry
Kane and Phil Foden with Watkins and
Cole Palmer 10 minutes from time. The
two subs combined to send England
into the final. In typical fashion, South-
gate refused to gloat when asked about
the changes, quietly saying “sometimes
they work, sometimes they don't”.

However, he did reveal some of the
thinking that pundits do not immedi-
ately see from the outside when he said
one of the reasons for opting for Watkins
was his ability to press defenders.

Southgate learned his lesson from
defeat by Croatia in the 2018 World Cup
semi-finals and the Euro 2020 final
against Italy by injecting fresh energy
from the bench. “The lads are singing in
the dressing room, but they're straight
intheice,” said Southgate, with hiseves
firmly on the prize. acencies

THE

PENAL
DEBAT
RAGES

the referee today. Maybe he
should come here and speak about
it too. But | think it says it all that
the referee went in quite quickly
after the game, had no time to
shake his hand.”

F s
[ &

WHAT? Dutch skipper Van Dijk and
Simons argue with the referee

FOR RAHEEM STERLING'S ‘DIVE’

There was an increasing outcry over the penalty

THE VOICES: monitor.
VIRGIL VAN DLIK ROMALD KOEMAN DALE JOHNSON, GARY NEVILLE,
| think the penalty moment This is not a VAR EXPERT: FORMER ENGLAND
is a big moment. | think penalty. His It's a very DEFENDER, ON ITV:
England got some confidence from only attention was harsh Look, as a
it. S0 many decisions didn't go our to block a shot. Kane intervention by defender, |
way but | don't want to talk about then shoots and the VAR, Bastian think it's an

REMEMBER KANE'S PENALTY IN EURO
2020 SEMIS: THAT WAS ALSO DISPUTED

awarded for a foul on Raheem Sterling in extra time. An
array of media and football figures joined Danish fans in
condemning the penalty as too cheap for such a big

Getty bmages

ngland’s penalty

came just after the

quarter-hour mark
when Kane sent a shot
over the bar and was
caught on the follow-
through by Denzel
Dumfries. Contact was
minimal and seemingly
innocuous, but German
referee Felix Zwayer
pointed to the spot after
coming over to the VAR

committed.”

WHAT THE RULEBOOK SAYS

Rules set by the International Football Association Board
(IFAB), which UEFA abide by, perhaps explained why referee
Felix Zwayer gave the spot kick. The rule states: “It is
committed with an opponent nearby and prevents the
opponent from playing the ball for fear of injury. Playing in a
dangerous manner involves no physical contact between the
players. If there is physical contact, the action becomes an
offence punishable with a direct free kick or penalty kick. In
the case of physical contact, the referee should carefully
consider the high probability that misconduct has also been

through the ball,
as being reckless

such importance, he
just goes in to try

game. Sterling, who had been accused of diving before
in EPL that season, went down in the box after minimal
contact from Denmark's Joakim Maehle. Former Arsenal
manager Arsene Wenger was among those doubting.
“It's important the referee is absolutely convinced it was
a penalty. It was not clear enough to say ‘yes it is". He
should have at least had a look at the screen,” he said.

-- which is why and block the shot.

the Netherlands’ It's nowhere near a

player was penalty and | have

booked. And that's to say, | don't think TOUCH ME NOT: Saka
the one area there weren't many (R) appeared to
where a defender England players handle the ball in
catching an claiming for it the build-up to the
attacker after a either, Harry stayed penalty incident
shot can be seen down, he got a little

as a penalty — bit of a tap on his

when it's reckless foot, but it’s never a

or dangerous. penalty for me.

WAS THERE A BUKAYO SAKA HANDBALL IN
THE MOVE LEADING UP TO PENALTY?

The awarding of a penalty to England after Denzel Dumfries
caught Harry Kane on the foot has sparked controversy, with
some questioning the decision further due to an alleged
handball by Bukayo Saka in the build-up to the incident. The
potential infringement was not identified by VAR. One
supporter expressed his opinion on social media, stating:
“VAR even missed or didn't care about Saka's handball on
both hands before the penalty situation. Lucky England

Ewan MacKenna, a sports writer, also shared his thoughts
on the matter, suggesting that VAR not only failed to advise
the referee to review the penalty decision on the monitor, as
per guidelines, but also neglected to rewind the footage to
show Saka’'s alleged handball that led to the situation.
MacKenna questioned the competence of the professionals
reviewing the footage, stating: “l really don't think pros
looking at TV can be that incompetent. Stinks.”

their feet collide. Dankert. He has absolute disgrace.
Football is getting taken the nature It's an absolutely
broken with these of Dumfries’ disgraceful
type of calls by VAR! challenge, leading decision, that. To should thank the refs.”
with the studs as have that given
opposed to against me as a
making an penalty, at any time,
attempt to kick but in a game of

AP

JONAS ERIKSSON, FORMER FIFA REFEREE

Here, | am surprised that they don't go and look and
overturn the penalty. According to the rulebook, itis a
penalty. In reality, when you have to interpret it, | don't think
it should be a punishment. It is a clear hand (from Saka) and
it means that no penalty should be awarded to Kane."

European Championship/World Cup (excluding
extra-time). It was also England’s only shot on
target in the second half of this match,

= /Z_ | said to Cole (Palmer) at half-time that we
were both going to go on the pitch and he
y Was going to set me up. It happened, |
manifested it and as soon as he turned, | knew |
needed to make a move. You don't get
opportunity very often so | had to be greedy, |
had to take it. After seeing it go into the bottom
corner, | don't think I've hit a ball that sweetly
before. Obviously it's such a special moment.”

that

—Dllie Watkins on HOW HE ‘MANIFESTED' HIS GOAL

coach to reach two Euro finals (2020, 2024),
after Germany's Helmut Schoen (1972 and
1976) and Berti Voots (1992 and 1996).

3England boss Southgate has become the third

Harry Kane's form, his successful penalty

made him joint-top scorer at Euro 2024 with
three goals. It also meant he has scored more
knockout stage goals in major tournaments (World
Cup/Euros) than any other European player (9),
leapfrogging Gerd Mueller, Miroslav Klose, Antoine
Griezmann and Kylian Mbappe (all 8).

9 With questions having been raised about

FRENCH REFEREE FRANCOIS
LETEXIER TO HANDLE FINAL

h. Letexier was picked by UEFA to
S = J 8 handle the European Championship
. final between Spain and England.
| The 35-year-old Letexier becomes
one of the youngest referees to take
charge of a major tournament final.
Letexier already refereed three games at Euro
2024 including Spain's 4-1 win over Georgia in
the round of 16.

Berlin: French referee Francois

i
i
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SUCCESS AT YOUTH LEVEL

Many of Southgate’s squad in Germany have
already experienced winning tournaments at
youth level. Anthony Gordon and Cole Palmer
were part of the side that beat Spain in the
final to win England’s first Under-21 Euros
after 39 years, 12 months. Ezri Konsa won the
Under-20 World Cup in 2017, while the same
year Phil Foden won player of the tournament
alongside Marc Guehi and Conor Gallagher
in winning the Under-17 World Cup.

For Dutch, there’s
no need to look
back in anger

Dortmund: When the bitter disappointment of
the semifinal defeat fades, the Netherlands will
look back on a satisfying campaign at the Euros.
The Dutch would surely have jumped at the pos-
sibility of a final-four placing if offered before the
start of the tournament but after coming so close
to the title decider defeat is hard to swallow.

“We felt we were the better team in the last 20
minutes, but then the knockout blow came just
before the end. England scored a great goal and
then it's over. That's hard to accept,” said coach
Ronald Koeman.

The Dutch, who have now lost each of their
last four semifinal appearances at the Euros, were
handed a blow before the start of the tournament
with the loss of Frenkie de Jong. Fellow midfield-
ers Marten de Roon and Teun Koopmeiners, both
from Europa League winners Atalanta, were also
injured weeks before the tournament.

But the Dutch still possessed enough quality
to seal qualification to the knockout phase before
losing their last group game to Austria, which
dropped them to third in the standings but, ironi-
cally handed them a more favourable draw. That
3-2 defeat was followed by a week's break before
they met Romania in the round of 16-ample time
for refocused energies.

The resultant 3-0 win over Romania was a dis-
play of the team’s potential. The Netherlands’
quarters match-up against Turkiye was a much
grittier assignment and they had to dig deep. They
finally met their match in England. “I think eve-
rvone can be proud of this team,” added Koeman.

Cody Gakpo's three goals confirmed he is best
on the left side of the attack, while Nathan Ake,
Denzel Dumfries and new first-choice goalkeeper
Bart Verbruggen emerged with reputations en-
hanced. reuters
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COPA AMERICA

Charlotte: Ten-man Colombia defeated
Uruguay 140 to reach the final of the Copa

America for the first time in 23 vears after | .
URUGUAY _ 08wy
ferson Lerma header sealed COLOMBIA 1 E

an ill-tempered semifinal on
Wednesday. A 39th-minute Jef-

victory for the Colombians,
who will now face holders Ar-
gentina in Sunday’s final in Miami.
Colombia coach Nestor Lorenzo said
his team had been rewarded for their brav-
ery. Down to 10 men for the entire second
half, after Daniel Munoz was sent off just

Lerma 39

before the interval, Colombia held on for

victory without the need for ultra-defen-
sive tactics. “The truth is that it was a very
tough match. Uruguay is an excellent
team, with excellent players and a coach
[ admire a lot” Lorenzo said of his fellow
Argentine, counterpart Marcelo Bielsa.
“But we took the lead, the risk, and we

Colombia emerge winners in
fractious semifinal contest

_‘i-l'll'

TEARS OF JOY: Rodriguez (on the ground)
and teammates celebrate

were even brave. When we were down one
we kept two strikers and that is an act of
courage that was rewarded,” said Lorenzo.

Munoz was dismissed after a wild elbow
on Manuel Ugarte earned him a second
yvellow but Lorenzo had no harsh words for

his player. “Dani is a little more down be-
cause he is a lion and he was betrayed by
emotion. I gave him a hug and told him:
without you we wouldn’t be here,” he said.
Lorenzo said he was relishing the final
match-up against his compatriots. “This
is going to be very nice, [ am going to be
{competing) with playvers [ met during my
career and who [ admire a lot,” said the
former Argentina assistant coach.

Winning run extends to 28 games

The win also extends Colombia’s unbeaten
run to 28 games, 25 of them under Loren-
z0's guidance, and it breaks the previous
record of 27 matches set between 1992 and
1994 when the likes of Carlos Valderrama
and Freddy Rincon graced the side. *As we
gaid we would, we went game by game. We
did not surpass (the 90’s team) They left a
base. So it is not leaving that behind, it is
adding to it, so that Colombian foothall
OTOWS'. AGENCIES

Players climb into stands
during in-stadia fan brawl

Darwin Nunez and about a dozen Uruguay
teammates went into the stands as fans brawled
at Bank of America Stadium after the end of the
match. The crowd of 70,644 was about 90% in
favour in Colombia, but a small patch of Uruguay
fans fought with Colombia supporters as
beverages were thrown. Nunez and teammates

This is a disaster. Our family is in
danger. We had to get into the stands
to take out our loved ones with small babies,
newborns. There was not a single police
officer.” —Jose Gimenez, UrucUAY CARTAIN

Getty bmages

James Rodriguez
surpassed Lionel
Messi for the most
assists in a single
edition at Copa America
2024 with six.

With this victory in the
semifinals, Colombia
ended a streak of
three semifinal
eliminations: 2004, 2016, and
2021. Additionally, they became
the fourth team to reach more
than one final in the 21st
century, after Argentina (6),
Brazil (4) and Chile (2).

also set a record

1 2 for Colombia:

Lerma’s goal
against Uruguay

then climbed a staircase into the crowd. A video
showed Nunez hitting a fan in Colombian colours.
Uruguay captain Jose Gimenez said players went
in the crowd to protect their families.

it is the first time they have
reached 12 goals in a single
edition of the tournament,
surpassing the 11 scored in the
two editions they reached the
final (1975 and 2001).
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RaGa misleading,
12.5¢cr jobs were
created in past 10
years, says BJP

Tinves News NETWORK

New Delhi: Asserting that In-
dia was on the path of progress
under PM Narendra Modi's le-
adership, BJP on Thursday ci-
ted govt data to accuse Cong-
ress MP Rahul Gandhi of mis-
leading people on the issue of
employment and govt policies.

At a press conference, the
party’s national spokesperson

Syved Zafar Is-

lam s=aid about

- 125 crore jobs

l . Eﬂe created in

. N e past 10 years

a— and the latest

L pallh < RBI report sho-

wed creation of “5crore jobs in
2023-24 alone™,

“This isarecord in itself in
the entire world. India is the
most successful country in the
world in job creation due to the
strong leadership of PM Mo-
di," hesaid.

This comes a day after Ra-
hul said vouth of the country
were completely demoralised
by unemployment and claimed
that their future was in “lim-
bo” due to BJP's “anti-educa-
tion mindset™.

*Rahul Gandhi, who insul-
ted Hindus, has started follo-
wing the religion of falsehood.
He and other opposition lea-
ders are misleading people by
spreading lies,” Islam said.

The BJP functionary said
Rahul and other opposition lea-
dersmay beclaimingthatthere
was unemployment in the co-
untry and jobs were not being
created but the world didn’t say
so, Multilateral institutions
like World Bank and Interna-
tional Monetary Fund were sa-
ving inflation was under cont-
rol and the country topped in
jobecreation, he added.

Islam said the Congress-led
UPA govt, under “an econo-
mist” PM Manmohan Singh,
had created just 2.9 crore jobs
in its 10-year term. “Unemploy-
ment rate, which was at 6% in
2017, has now come down to
3.2%," he added.

Datareleased by RBl earlier
this week indicated that India
added nearly 4.7 crore jobs in
2023-24, taking the total num-
ber of emploved people to 64.3
crore spread over 27 sectors co-
vering the entire economy.

Using the Torngvist Aggre-
gation formula, RBIl said the
annual growth in employment
in 2023-24 was 6% compared to
3.2% In the vear-ago period.

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

Haryana man
In ED net over
paper leak in
J&K cops’ test

Sanjay Khajuria [ tnn

Jammu: A Harvana native,
Anil Kumar, was on Thursday
remanded in Enforcement Di-
rectorate custody for five davs
by a Jammu court a day after
the probe agency arrested
him in connection with the pa-
per leakk in the 2022 J&K Servi-
ce Selection Board (JKSSB)
sub-inspector recruitment ex-
amination, officials said.

The examination was held
onMarch 27,2022, butwascan-
celled in July by the J&K ad-
ministration, following alle-
gations of paper leak as well
as malpractices.

The probe was handed
overto CBI, whichfiled achar-
gesheetagainst 33 accused, in-
cluding Yadav, on Nov 12, 2022.
The ED case originates from
the CBI FIR and chargesheet.

According to ED spoke-
sperson, Yadav executed a
well-devised plan involving
touts based in Haryana and
J&K, who arranged candida-
tes willing to pay between Rs
1alakhand Rsdllakh toaccess
the leaked paper. ED) had earli-
er attached assets worth Rs 1
croreas part of its probe.

Siachen hero’s
parents: Change
‘next of kin’ rule

New Delhi: Parentsof Captain
Anshuman Singh, army offi-
cer who died in Siachen last ve-
ar, have demanded changes in
Indian Army’s next of Kin
(NOK) criteria for finanecial
aid to family members in case
of a soldier’s death. They said
they want change in NOK rules
as their danghter-in-law Smriti
Singh doesn’t live with them
anymore, haschanged heradd-
ress (in office records) and now
receives most entitlements af-
ter theirson’s death. tw

. New Delhi:
: compliance of orders to dis-
burse arrears of pay and alle-

Delhi CM gave

AII Authorities
- Were Involved,
Reveal Docus

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesofindia.com

: New Delhi: In a twist in the
1 case of illegal tree felling in
: the Ridge in south Delhi, it
: now emerges that the propo-
: sal to cut the trees was mo-
¢ ved by the forest department
:of Delhi govt and was appro-
: ved by various authorities
¢ including the forest minister
: and the chief minister befo-
1 rebeingokayed by the lieute-
: nantgovernor

Documents placed before

: the Supreme Cowrt showed
: that all authorities from the
¢ bottom to the top were invol-
: ved in the decision-making
: and approval. As per re-
: cords, forest department of
¢ Delhi govt initiated the noti-
: fication under Section 29 of
: Delhi Preservation of Trees
: Act for felling 422 trees in

RIDGE ROW: Records show
Kejriwal recommended the
controversial proposal on Jan 25

OK to cut trees,
before L-G’s approval SCtold

Kejriwal gets Sept date in ED summons case
elhi HC on Thursday posted for Sept 9a petition by Delhi

CM Arvind Kejriwal challengi

ng several summonses by ED

inconnection with its probe into an excise policy-linked

money laundering case. A bench

of Justices Pratibha M Singh

and Amit Sharma granted four more weeks to the AAP leader
tofile a rejoinder to the reply submitted by ED. Kejriwal's
counsel soughttime to file the rejoinder, saying that there
were certain changes in circumstances, and they have not
beengivenaproperlegal interview, a plea for whichis
pending in HC. The counsel for ED had earlier said the petition
against the summons was infructuous after Kejriwal's arrest
by the agency on March 21in the money laundering case

following the high court’s refusal
protection from coercive action.

to grant him interim
ThMN

non-Ridge area for construc-
tion of approach roads span-
ning nearly 10.5 km from the
main Chhattarpur road to
Saarc University, CAPFIMS
{Central Armed Police For-
ces Institute of Medical Sci-
ences) and other establish-
ments in New Delhi.

“The proposal was re-
commended by technical of-
ficers working in the forest
department, Government of
Mational Capital Territory
of Delhi. Thereafter, additio-
nal principal chief conser-

vator of forests recommen-
ded the proposal to the prin-
cipal secretary (environ-
ment and forest) who, in
turn, recommended the pro-
posal to the chief secretary
The chief secretary recoms-
mended the proposal to the
minister (environment and
forest) who agreed and re-
commended the proposal to
the CM who agreed uponand
recommended the proposal
to the L-G on Jan 25 which
was endorsed by LG on Jan
30. Thereafter, notification

was issued on Feb14,” affida-

vit filed by DDA vice-chair-
man Subhasish Panda said.

The disclosure, which
may strike many as surpri-

sing and ironical conside-
ring the high-wattage cam-

paign by Delhi ministersand
Aam Aadmi Party against

the allegedly illegal felling
of trees, came after the DDA

vice-chairman, who is fa-

cing contempt, placed before
the court the whole set of do-
cuments detailing the sequ-
ence of events,

Targeted by BJP in land row as I
am from backward class: Sidda

Why no action against Karnataka CM
over ST funds ‘scam’? BJP asks Rahul

JPon Thursday questioned Congress MP Rahul Gandhi over
Valmiki Corporation case and asked why he had not taken
action against CM Siddaramaiah for diversion of huge amounts of
funds meant for Scheduled Tribes. “Investigation into the scamis

revealing the true nature of Congress and its commitment to the
ST community. The accused not only diverted close to Rs 100 crore
to various bank accounts and shell companies, but it has also
come to light that one of the accused purchased a luxury car from
adealer in Hyderabad,” BJP MP Tejaswi Surya said.

BJP MP Anil Baluni said, “This time, it (Congress) was caught
red-handed while looting development funds belonging to the
SC/ST community. On the one hand, Rahul takes oath carrying the
Constitution and the other hand, his party in Karnataka is
snatching the constitutional rights of SC/ST community.” Taw

Times News NETWORK

Mysuru: Karnataka chief
minister Siddaramaiah on
Thursday rebuffed BJP's al-
legations that Mysuru Ur-
ban Development Authority
{(Muda) had il-
legally allot-
ted land to his
wife Parvathi,
accusing the
opposition of
targeting him
duetohis successful leaders-
hip as a backward class chi-
ef minister twice.

“They are upset and are
hatching a conspiracy aga-
inst me because | became
CM again,” he said, accu-
sing BJP of making claims
without proof. “Muda has
not suffered losses from the
alleged scam; instead, lan-
downers may haveduetothe
involvement of middle-

men,” he added.

BdJP claimed Muda allot-
ted Parvathild sitestotalling
38,284 =qgft in an upscale My-
suru loeality as compensa-
tion for land in Kesare villa-
ge, The party has demanded
a CBI probe into what it cal-

led a Rs 4,000-crore land-al-
lotment scam, but Siddara-
maiah denied the charges,
saying Muda had encroa-
ched upon the 3 acres and 16
guntas gifted to his wife by
her brother,

BJP on Wednesday sha-

Ra] univ issued backdated
degree certificates: Probe

rFromP1

ultiple  complaints
Mt’r::rm students also
prompted the probe.

: On July 5, SOG arrested Da-
i lal, along with former chair-
: person Sarita Karwasra and
: former registrar Jitendra
: Yadav Preliminary investi-
¢ gations suggest Dalal issued
: backdated degrees to those
: requiring graduation certi-
: ficates for visa applications.

“A detailed probe into the

: fake-degree scam was laun-
: ched after allegations surfa-
: ced that the university was

issuing backdated degrees

: and certificates, some even
: before the varsityv received
: relevant
! running thecourses,” ADGP
: (S80G)VEKSinghsaid.

accreditation for

DIG (SOG) Paris Desh-

: mukh said that since 2013,
: the university has awarded
: 708 PhDs, 8,861 engineering
¢ degrees and 1,640 degrees in
: physical education, among
: others,

Deshmukh said police fo-

! und “conclusive evidence”
: of irregularities in the phy-
1 sical

training instructor

Bhagirath Basnet

DIG (SOG) Deshmukh said the
varsity has awarded 708 PhDs,
8,861 engineering and 1,640 phys-
ical education degrees since 2013

(PTD recruitment exam of
2022, where more than 1,300
applicants claimed to have
completed the course from
OPJS, despite the varsity be-
ing accredited for only 100 se-
ats since 2016. Only students
enrolled before 2020 were eli-
gible for the PTT 2022 exam.
Although police clarified
thatnotall 43,409 degreesun-
der scrutiny, including
PhDs, have been deemed “fa-
ke"”, they have not ruled out
irregularities in each cour-
se. Police suspected candida-
tes obtained backdated deg-
rees to apply for govt jobs, in-
cluding the PTI exam aimed
to fill about 4,500 vacancies.
“The university has a sa-

laried staff of fewer than 30,
including eight to nine
class-4d employees. With such
limited numbers, it is not
possible to run a university,”
Deshmukh said. According
to sources, a divisional com-
missioner-led inquiry ques-
tioned the university’s exam
process. When policereques-
ted old records. Dalal clai-
med the documents were
destroved in a Dec 2019 fire.

“We have informed the
education department and
asked them to re-examine
degrees of all candidates
who cleared the PTI exam
Degrees issued for other co-
urses are also under the
scanner. The education de-
partment is mandated to act
against the university” an
official said.

On June 24, Rajasthan
higher education depart-
ment issued an order to halt
new admissions to all cour-
ses at OPJS following an in-
vestigation that found irre-
gularities in the degrees is-
sued. Prior to that, UGC bar-
red OPJS from enrolling
scholars in all PhD program-
mes in Dec last vear.,

As judicial officers’ arrears remain
unpaid, SC summons chief secys

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

Riled by non-

wances to judicial officers de-

:  spite seven opportunities, Su-
: preme Court on Thursday or-
: dered chiel secretaries and
: finance secretaries of 20 sta-
¢ tes to be present in court on
: Aug 23 and warned, “if dues
: were not paid by Aug 20, mar-
* chingorders will be issued”.

REGD. NO. TN/Chief PMG/398/2002
RBRNINO. 1547/57 ISSN 0971-8257

.ﬁ.rﬂl'.urge R.1|'1urF. v R L0, Chennal, I-':l:ldu If'“l:-:rnhall:-rn Errs '.llml'ﬂ'rl Trnvandosm & via Bs, 2.00, Ahmoedabad, Ban-
g.alnm wﬂnmad.f.lnngahm.Udmpur.'l.frag.5'-'-1 H:.d-.ﬂl:l_l::lulh Halkata, Pana & va Bis, 500,

nlemational Astail Prices {Dailve Oman 150 Baizas. Singapare 4 58

Pubdshad lorthe proprsators of Bannall, Caleman & Co. L. by R Krshramuarty, & Tha Times of Bda Buldn
Rcad, Mumba-400 0, Tal, Mo (022863161535 Fax: (023 2273 14 and
1wy, Kardivi(E), Mumbai-

Bar Prags, Aoa i Faied, Weshsm ExpressHi

D DN
e I.'-:.l Frarmial (1] The Tiimed o India St -
M. Ted Mo 022 28ET 2024, 2RET 2030and

121 The Timas of |ndia Print City, PlotNo. 4, T.T.C. rm:ll.'sh'ial.ﬂ.ru.u Thirrve Belap i Food, ik, bl bumbai-d00 708, Tel.
Mo (22260059 Faw: 1 gl:‘ﬂbﬁﬂ.’!‘..ﬁl.m Murnbai Response i 2 SEIS 636G, FITIEA6, Faoc (D2E) 2271

2T, E-Mail; tokncksanal

timasgroalpaeem, Editer (Mumae Markedy: Darick 8, 0°5a - respersdbila for setachion of

riews wcar PRE &8 A8 rghls resarvad, Reprodusiianin whala orin part without wisten parmissipnof Fublisher s pro-

hifted.

Thisorder waspassedbva
bench of CJI D Y Chandra-
chud and Justices J B Pardi-
wala and Manoj Misra after
amicus curiae K Paramesh-
war gave state-wise details of
non-compliance of 8C’s Jan
18, 2023, order, telling all -
states/UTs to pay arre-
ars of pay and aﬂnwan
ces to judicial t:ffieers
latest by June 30, 2023,

Parameshwar said —'
the apex court had on
six occasions acceded to the
state’s request for more time
to pay up all arrears related to
pay, allowances and pension
as determined by the Second
National Judicial Pay Com-
mission, whose recommenda-
tions were comparable to the
pay scales fixed under Se-
venth Pay Commission in

2016 for govit employvees.

Parameshwar said Tamil
Nadu is completely non-
compliant with SC orders.
The top babus of following
states would remain present
incourton Aug23: Delhi, West
- Bengal, Assam, Chhat-
tisgarh, Himachal Pra-
desh, J&K, Jharkhand.
| Kerala, Madhya Pra-
’-'~ | desh, Tamil Nadu, Ma-
—_:. nipur; Meghalavya,
=1l Odisha, Punjab, Harya-
na, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tripu-
ra, Arunachal Pradesh and
Nagaland. The SC said states,
which comply with the direc-
tion to fully pay up arrears
prior to the next date of hea-
ring on Aug 23, can move an
application for exemption
from personal appearance of
their top bureaucrats.

red documents to support its
allegations. Countering the
claims, the CM on Thursday
said, “It was an agricultural
land, and the deputy com-
missioner effected conver-
sion in 2005. I've no connec-
tion (with the entire exerci-
se). Mallikarjunaswamy, my
brother-in-law, has legally
oifted it. Where is the ques-
tion of illegality?” he asked.
Addressing social acti-
vist TJ Abraham’s compla-
intto ECregarding the omis-
gion of the controversial
land in his 2013 assembly
polls affidavit, Siddaramai-
ah said: “Whenever EC se-
eks clarification, I'm ready
to provide answers.” He dis-
missed BJP's protest, say-
ing: “Does BJPwanttodoon-
ly politics over evervthing?"”
He conceded that issues ex-
ist within Muda and called
for a clean-up after inquiry,

Rahul: Will
raise Manipur
Issue in Parl
- with ‘full force’

New Delhi: Leader of opposi-
tion Rahul Gandhi said
Congress and INDIA bloc will
raisethedemandforrestoring
normalcy in Manipur “with
full force” in Parliament, in
what sets the tone for a possib-
le stormy bud-
get session star-
ting July 22.

Posting a vi-
deo of his inter-
actions with lo-
- cals in relief
camps durlngh isrecent visitto
the northeastern state, Rahul
wrote on X: “I have visited Ma-
nipur three times since violen-
ce broke out, but unfortunately
there is no improvement in the
situation — even today the sta-
te is divided into two parts. Ho-
uses are burning, innocent li-
ves are in danger and thou-
sands of families are forced to
live in relief camps.”

Hesaid, PM Narendra Modi
should personally visit Mani-
pur and appeal for peace while
listening to people’s problems.
“Congress and INDIA will rai-
se the need for peace in Mani-
pur with full force in Parlia-
ment to put pressure on govt to
end thistragedy,” he said.

In the video, Rahul is heard
telling the locals, “I can help
yvoul... | can raise the issue and
put pressure... but I can’t reas-
sure yvou when vou will be able
to go back to vour homes becau-
se govt has the answer to thisl
will raise vour voice.” Cong-
ress general secretary K C Ve-
nugopal said, “We will not stop
pressuring govttoact until pea-
ce is restored in the valley and
the hillsof Manipur™ tuw

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

Manipur releases
Z15¢r for families
displaced by strife

New Delhi: Manipur govt on
Thursday disbursed Rs 300 cro-
re through direct benefit trans-
fers(DBT) tofour lakh benefici-
ariesunder 46 state and central
schemes. It included Rs 32 cro-
re for those in relief camps and
displaced families from Kuki
and Meitei tribes. On Thurs-
day, Rs 25,000 per family, total-
ling Bs15crore, wasreleased as
first instalment of the ‘special
assistance of Rs 1 lakh per fa-
mily’ for nearly 6,000 displaced
families in relief camps. tun

BIMSTEC nations talk

connectivity & trade at
retreat hosted in Indla

Times News NETwWoORK

. New Delhi: India hosted Bay
. of Bengal Initiative for Multi-
: sectoral Technical and Econo-
: mic Cooperation (BIMSTEC)
. foreign ministers’ retreat on
! Thursday with external affa-
*irs minister S Jaishankar ur-
¢ ginghiscounterpartstoharbo-
{ urhigheraspirations and send
: outamessage that they are de-
¢ termined to infuse new energi-
L eg, resources and commitment
: into cooperation among the
. Bay of Bengal nations.

Jaishankar said global and

: regional developments also
¢ made it imperative that mem-
: ber-states find more solutions
: amongst ourselves, “There are
¢ long-standing goals such as ca-
: pacity-building and economic
¢ cooperation that have acqgui-
¢ red a new urgency. And not le-
: - ast, a grouping that is so comp-
. lementary and congenial in its
¢ membership should harbour
. higher aspirations. Our hope
; 1s that these would be expres-
: sed as shared and ambitious
: BIMSTEC vision,”
: Sinee it blocked SAARC sum-
: mit in 2016 because of Pakis-
: tan’s support to cross-border
. terrorism, India has focused
: on BIMSTEC to intensify coo-

he said.

IAHE

Jatsh ankar urged his cou nterpartﬁ
to harbour higher aspirations

peration with its neighbourho-
od. As the minister said, for In-
dia, BIMSTEC represents in-
tersection of its ‘Weighbour-
hood First’ outlook, ‘Act East
Policy’ and ‘SAGAR’ vision.

Discussions were focused
on connectivity, institutional
building, cooperation in trade
and business, collaboration in
health and space, digital public
infrastructure, capacity buil-
ding and societal exchanges,
as well as weighing on merits
of new mechanisms, accor-
ding toJaishankar.

The retreat, according to
Indian govt, was an opportuni-
ty to discuss avenues to broa-
den cooperation in fields of se-
curity, connectivity, trade and
investment, people to people
contacts in Bay of Bengal re-
srion and littoral.
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UNMATCHED RIDE,

UNBEATABLE OFFER.
Enjoy offers worth up to %40,000*with

the VIDA Electric Scooter from Hero MotoCorp.
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165 km™

!

2500+
Fast Chargers
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Wide Service
Network

Government subsidy (EMPS) worth ?10,000 ends on 31°'July.
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Visit us in MUMBAI: Malad East — AUTOMILES, 7428438834 | Trombay Road, Chembur — TRADEMARK AUTO,
7428441278 | Thane West — RANJEET MOTORS, 7428441613 | Kalyan — AVENUE AUTO, 7428434889 | Panvel
— HM. MOTORS, 7428441606 | Bhiwandi — NEW PREET MOTORS, 7428439835 | Virar — FORT POINT HERO,
7428438966 | Bhandup West — RYDEX MOTOQ, 7428441232 | Saki Naka — RAJ HERO, 7428439965. **Certified
range by Govt. certified agency. Real-world range of 110 km. Certified and Real-world range may vary depending on
riding style, road/vehicle conditions, and vehicle models.
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VIDA

Powered by Hero

*Limited period offer. Call your nearest Hero dealership now.




JK Rowling praises
a fanfromIndia,
himselfnowan
author, whostolea
Harry Potter novel
fromastoreand

returned after
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J&K HC'’s ad hoc
bar chairman
held under PSA

‘enior advocate and ad
« ‘hoc chairman of J&K
High Court Bar Association
Nazir Ahmad BEonga was ar-
rested early Thursday from
his Srinagar home, accor-
ding to his family He was
charged under Public Safety
Act, which allows authoriti-
estodetain a person without
trial for up to a year. Ronga,
75, an ex-prez of the bar as-
sociation, is the second ex-
prez to be held after Mian
Abdul @ayoom. Inside Flap

Trio who forced
Dalit minor to
drink urine held

~| "wo days after they made

a Dalit minor drink uri-
ne,J youths werearrestedon
Thursday in UP's Shravasti.
The accused were allegedly
peeved over the 15-year-old's
family charging them extra
for an andio system they had
installed for a function at
their house. They also repor-
tedlv misbehaved with the
minorand thrashed him. P9

Mason’s son is jr
cue sports chap

Sanju Ahriwar, 20, whose dad is a
mason and mom a house help,
has won the Delhi state junior
billiards and snooker titles. He
has trained on his own | P 10

‘Orange’ alert for
city on Sat: IMD

I MD hasissuedan ‘orange’
alert for Mumbai, Thane,
Raigad and Palghar for Sa-
turday, indicating ‘heavy to
very heavy rain at isolated
places’. For Friday, a vellow
alert has been issued, indi-
cating heavyrainfall. P2

Man falls for 3rd
Ambani deepfake

] n the third such incident, a
etired hotel management
professional from Andheri
(W) lost Rs 62,500 after he fell
for a deepfake video of Mu-
kesh Ambani endorsing a
stock market forum and pro-
viding investmentadvice, P2

Flooding: Tracks at
Chunabhatti raised
( *R has raised the level of
_ tracksat Chunabhatti by
2+ inches to avert flooding in
case of heavy rain. Dueto the
lifting of the tracks, CR has
imposed a speed restriction

on this stretch to prevent de-
railment.P3

3 ferrying kin's
body die in crash

1 "hree members of a fam-
ilv accompanying an
ambulance carrying the bo-
dy of a dead relative to Mal-
egaon from Titwala wereki-
lled when their car hit a sta-
tionary truck in the early
hours of Thursdav. P11
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AFTER MODI'S RUSSIA VISIT, US AMBASSADOR
ERIC GARCETTI WARNS AGAINST TAKING
THE INDIA-US RELATIONSHIP FOR GRANTED 7/

'HC upholds leased lan
~ rentincrease by state

But Strikes
Down 5% Hike
Every 5 Years

Swati.Deshpande
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Bombay high cou-
rt, deciding a decade-long bat-
tle between Maharashira go-
vt and a bunch of petitioners
over increase of lease rent on
govtland and renewal, upheld
fixation of new rent as “reaso-
nable, not exorbitant”™, but str-
uck down thestate's intention
to renew the lease rent with
5% Increase every five vears,
saying such a term never exis-
ted inthe earlier lease deeds.
The increased rents are
neither “extortionate nor ma-
nifestly arbitrary” the HC
ruled. “If individuals wantto
hold large parcels of land in
a prime locality and want to
enjoy this luxury, it is only
fair that they would have to

Mateen.Hafeez
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Worli police, pro-
bing the BMW hit-and-run
case, sald the primeaccused,
Mihir Shah (24), had bought
four 500ml cans of strong be-
er from a bar in Malad while
heading from Borivli to Ma-
rine Drive early Sunday af-
ter drinking whisky in a
pub. Police claimed that Mi-
hirconsumed beerinthecar,
hours before his BMW ram-
med a scooter at Worli, kil-
ling Kaveri Nakhwa (45),
and injuring her husband,
Pradip (50).

A police source said on
Saturday night, Mihir and
three friends visited a pub in
Juhu. Oneof thefriends, a30-
vear-old who was a regular,
told the pub emplovees they
were all above 25, said police.
Around 1.30am, Mihir, who
was in a Mercedes, dropped
the three home and went to

City younger gen scales up:
‘Sale of Z0cr+ luxe homes
up 8% in first 6 mths of 24’

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Sales of luxury ho-
mes costing Es 10 crore and
above in Mumbai have gone
up by 8% —touching Rs 12,300
crore in the first half (H1) of
the calendar vear 2024 com-
pared with Rs 11,400 crore in
the corresponding period in
2023, states a report by India
Sotheby’s International Real-
tv and CRE Matrix.

Top luxury micro-mark-
ets in Mumbai— Worli, Gore-
gaon (E), Mahalaxmi, Prabh-
adevi, Mumbai Central, Ma-
labar Hill, Bandra (W), Lower
Parel, Tardeo and Byculla —
contributed to 80% of prima-
v luxury sales by value, with
more than half the homebuy-
ers in the 35-55 age category.

Around 1,040 luxury units
were sold in Mumbai over the

‘HAND OF VAR’ BREAKS DUTCH
HEARTS, SPURS ENGLAND TO FINAL

referee to take another look at Denzel Dumiries catching
Kane on the foot. A penalty was awarded, despite
Dutch protestations. Even England ex-player Gary
Neville called VAR's call ‘an absolute disgrace’

» Some experts questioned the decision also due
to an alleged hand ball by England’s Bukayo Saka
in the build-up, which VAR failed to detect

> A livid Dutch coach Koeman said, ‘This is not a
penalty. Football is getting broken... by VAR! But
England, which, for the 1st time in its 152-yr int'l
football history, has reached final of a major
tourney held overseas, wasn't complaining

Substitute Ollie Watkins found the net with a superb 90th-minute
strike, sending England to its 2nd successive Euro final, in which it
will take on an in-form Spain. However, the 2-1 win over a resilient
Netherlands was marred by a controversially awarded penalty that
was converted by Harry Kane to bring England level in the game

» The Dutch took the lead from a Xavi Simons

thunderbolt, In the 18th minute, VAR prodded the ._;;

.'.I Il ¥

FULL COVERAGE: P 19

L]
4 Kane and Watkins
L TS Whistle Of Felix, Foot Of Kane & Hand Of God.

» In COPA AMERICA, Liverpool star Darwin
Nunez and some other Uruguay players were
involved in a brawl with Colombian fans that
erupted after an ill-tempered 0-1 semifinal
defeat. Colombia plays Argentina in final

NOT EXTORTIONATE NOR ~ Who'sAffected
MANIFESTLY ARBITRARY: HC HES_'df_m ﬂthUS'"-ll
— . - societies or hnomes
Court example | A petitioner is occupying
: : on 1,500 leased land
3.914.7 sq m (42,137.5 sq ft) land in a prime parcels in south

location in the city. Though at first glance
the figure he would have to pay seems
rather large, when one benchmarks that
with the area he occupies, he would actually
be paying merely 76.50 per sq ft per month

Mumbai and 500 in
the suburbs, going
by a minister's
estimate in 2012

sing cooperative societies ex-
ist to market value of the
lands. In some cases, the raise
was ‘400 to 1,900 times the ex-
isting rent, the petitioners
had stated.

The84-page judgment said
law mandates govt to be fair
and not act as a private land-
lord, but it also doesn’t mean

pay for it a reasonable sum
that is now the revised amo-
unt."” it stated.

Two state govt resolutions
(GRs) of 2012 and 2018 were
under judicial scrutiny as a
clutch of petitions filed in
2014-2015 had challenged the
constitutional validity of re-
nt fixation of long-term land

lease rentals by the state and  govt hastodo charitv
questioned linking of lease
rents of land on which hou- P‘Reasonable return’, P 3

- Mihir bought 4 strong beer - Andheri bridges
~ cans, drank them in BMW
hours before crash: Police

-~ didn’t align as 2
depts didn't talk’

A dditional BMC commiss-
{ \ioner Amit Saini, who
probed the mismatch betwe-
en the newly constructed Go-
khale Bridge and CD Barfiw-
ala flvover in Andheri, sub-
mitted a report mentioning
lack of coordination between
agencies as the reason. Civic
officials blamed railways, sa-
ving a policy change resulted
in increased height of the
Gokhale Bridge. Dhaval Sh-
ah of Andheri Lokhandwala
Oshiwara Citizen's Associa-
tion said, "BMC officials we-
re aware of the height diffe-
rence from Dav One”. P4

Don't ban digital

. -

Mihir Shah, after visiting a Juhu
pub in a Merc, dropped friends
home and returned to Borivli. He
later set out for Marine Drive in
the BMW and drank on the way

his Borivli residence. Later,
hedecided to goforalong dri-
ve and took the BMW, “While
heading to south Mumbai,
Mihir bought beer and con-
gumed it,” said an officer, He

boards, control
allegedly alsoofferedbeerto ¢ lighting: Panel

raj Bidawat (30) — he was A\E{mmmtmtﬁmgLHme di-
with him at the time of the : [/ \ gital billboards, appoin-
Worli accident— but he decli- ted after the Ghatkopar hoar-

ned as he was driving. dingcrash, stressed they sho-
uldn’t be banned but “overall
»Bar staffer quizzed, P 3 illuminance level should not

significantly exceed the am-
bient illumination of traffic
signal and intersection ligh-
ting”, Atthefirst meet in May;
the panel also flagged exten-
sive use of decorative ligh-
ting on poles, streetlights and
other fixtures, saying it is not
aesthetically pleasing and ra-
ises concerns about environ-
mental & safety impact. P2

New mins vie for
. prime houses in
Lutyens’ Delhi

Tithafresh cohortof mi-
'V nisters at the Centre, a
few addresses in Lutyens’
Delhi have become highly so-
ught-after. At least 4 senior
ministers, including an ex-
CM, and one a key alliance
partner of NDA, have pitc-
hed for allotment of a parti-
cularbungalow on Akbar Ro-
ad that was allotted to a mini-
ster, who is not part of the
Modi cabinet this time. Anot-
her such bungalow is on Saf-

‘City has 6 of 10 most
valuable realty cos’

*ix of the 10 most valuable
« !} Indian real estate compa-
nies are based in Mumbai,
which continues to be the co- :
untry’s real estate capital, ac- \
cording to a GROHE-Hurun
report released Thursday.
The cumulative valuation of
33 Mumbai-based real estate
firms isover Rs6.4 lakh crore
followed by Bengaluru. P5

past 12 months, the highest
number ever recorded in any
12 months. The secondary
and resale market also recor-
ded the “highest ever” sales
of Rs 3,500 crore in Mumbai

between Janand June 2024, darjung Road, which was al-
lotted to a former minister
»Worli leads charge, P 5 who lost the election. P10

Pug snouts squashed for
look, don’t buy: Activists

Mumbai: Ahead of World P1-
astic Surgery Day (July 15),
People for the Ethical Treat-
ment of Animals India said it
was launching an appeal to
remind evervone that while
humans may have a choice
when it comes to the shape of
their nose, pet dog breeds like
pugs and other flat-faced dogs
don’'t. PETA said they are in-
tentionally and cruelly bred
to have a snout so squashed
that it's difficult for them to
even breathe, so compassion-
ate people should never buy
them, reports Vijay Singh.
The awareness drive, PE-
TA said, will be simultaneou-
sly held in Mumbai, Delhi,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad and
Kolkata, among other cities.
“The look breeders are trying

Getty Images

Flat-nosed breeds suffer from
brachycephalic syndrome, an
agonising condition that causes
them to struggle just to breathe

to achieve for dogs like pugs
condemns them to a lifetime
of suffering and gasping for
air,” PETA India’s director of
veterinary services Dr Mini
Aravindan said.

»‘Most shops illegal’,P 5
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Second ex-president of J&K
bar body held within 3 weeks

Booked Under PSA, Ronga Is A Member Of Mirwaiz Umar Farooq’s Outfit

Saleem.Pandit
@timesofindia.com

Srinagar: Senior advocate
and ad hoc chairman of J&K
High Court Bar Association
Nazir Ahmad Ronga was ar-
rested Thursday from his
home in Srinagar’s Nishat ar-
ea, according to his family He
was charged under Public
Safety Act, which allows au-
thorities to detain a person
without trial for upto a year.
“At 1L.10am, a contingent
of J&K Police arrived at our
home without any arrest
warrant, merely stating, ‘It's
an order from above’ (uper se
order hai). We are left in a
state of shock and profound
distress....,” his lawver son
Umair Ronga posted on X.
He also posted two videos
showing uniformed person-
nel taking away his father.
Ronga, 75 1s a member of
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq's Awa-
mi Action Committee, a con-
stituent of separatist Hurri-
yvat Conference. Ronga, a for-
mer president of the bar asso-

NIGHT RAID: Nazir Ahmad Ronga

The arrest came a day
after the association
issued notice to elect
office bearers. J&K
administration had not
allowed it to conduct
elections in the past
five years due to the
pandemic and fear of a
law and order situation

ciation, is the second ex-chief
to be arrested after Mian Ab-
dul Qavoom Bhat was taken
into custody on June 25 for an
alleged conspiracy leading to
the fatal terrorist attack on
lawyer Babar Qadri in 2020,
Bhat, whoisnow in hislate
70s, had authored the consti-
tution of Hurriyat Conferenc-
e's Syed Ali Shah Geelani fac-
tion in 19493. His son-in-law
Javed Igbal Wani is a serving
HC judge. Bhat has been in
and outof jail several times.
Ronga’s family said he

has been shifted to Kot Bhal-
wal jail in Jammu, about
2o0Kkm from Srinagar. The ad-
ministration has not issued
any statement on his arrest.
In Oct 2021, police searched
Ronga's home in cases alleg-
edly involving hisson, follow-
ing accusations of irregular-
ities in three private compa-
nies registered in his name.
Honga'sarrestcameaday
after the bar association is-
sued a notice for elections of
office bearers. J&K adminis-
tration had not allowed

HCBA to conduct elections
in the past five years due to
the pandemic and fear of a
law and order situation. In
2020, the then district magis-
trate of Srinagar had sought
an explanation from the bar
regarding its constitution.
Earlier this month, HCBA
dropped the paragraph from
its constitution that called for
“working towards a peaceful
settlement of Kashmir dis-
pute.” The bar was now pre-
paring for polls before July 31.
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq de-
nounced Ronga's arrest: “To
arrest him in such a manner
in the middle of the night
even without a warrant is
highly regrettable. Besides,
Rongasahabisanelderly per-
son and not keeping well.”
PDP president Mehbooba
Mufti slammed the arrest.
“Gol hasn't only failed to end
militancy but is venting its
frustration by launching a vi-
cious crackdown on helpless
Kashmiris. Nazir Ronga is
the latest victim of itsoppres-
siveactions,” she postedon X.

- Neighbours name & shame
~desis in US trafficking case

HC judge opts

out of hearing

plea for Yasin
Malik death

New Delhi: Delhi high court
judge Amit Sharma on Thurs-
day recused himself from hear-
ing a plea by NIA seeking death
penalty for separatist Yasin
Malik in a ter-
rorfundingcase.
The matter
was listed before
a division bench
headed by Jus-
tice  Prathiba
Singh after achangein mster of
judges dealing with such cases.
The J&K Liberation Front
chief, who is currently serv-
ing a life term in the case, was
virtually present from Tihar
On May 24, 2022, a trial
court sentenced Malik to life
imprisonment after holding
him guilty for offences under
UAPA. Malik had pleaded
ouilty to the charges and was
convicted and sentenced to life
term. Appealing against the
sentence, NIA emphasised
that a terrorist cannot be sen-
tenced life term only because
he has pleaded guilty and cho-
sen not to gothrough trial. Ty

...........................................

ASI slapped,
CISF & airline
now in face-off

Jaipur: A female crew mem-
ber of a private airline was ar-
rested at Jaipur airport Thurs-
day morning after a CISF ASI
lodged a complaint alleging
sheslapped himwhen heasked
her for security screening.

The woman, too, filed a
counter complaint of sexual ha-
rassment against the ASI, and
the airline backed its employee.

The scuffle took place
when the woman was entering
the airportand wasstopped by
the ASI, who said she did not
have valid permission to use
that gate. The ASI reportedly
asked her to undergo screen-
ing, but no female CISF per-
sonnel were avallable at the
gateat that time. While the ASI
called for a female personnel
for the security check, the ar-
gument had already escalated.

The airline added it was
taking legal action in the “case
of sexual harassment” against
its woman emplovee, tan

Sushil.Rao@timesofindia.com

Hvderabad: Neighbours of
a house in a Princeton, Tex-
as, streetthat isatthe centre
of an alleged human traf-
ficking racket run by people
of Indian origin have put up
a poster bearing photo-
graphs of four PlOs — in-
cluding three Telugus —
that asks residents to be wa-
ry of human traffickersand
“forced labour” racketeers
in their neighbourhoods.
The poster, which bears
the message “Be careful
neighbours! Human labour
trafficking happened in
OUR neighbourhood at the
1000 block of Ginsburg Lane
(sic)” and photographs of
the four accused — Santosh
Katkoori, his wife Dwaraka
Gunda, Chandan Dasireddy
and Anil Male — waspasted
on awall in a public place in
Ginsburg Lane, Princeton.
Katkoori and Dwaraka re-

side in Mattie Grey Lane in
Melissa, while Male is a res-
ident of Prosper, a suburhb.
The neighbours also re-
produced on the poster a
Princeton police press note
regarding the arrests of the
accused. On July 8, the four
were charged with human
trafficking and second-de-
eree felony and 15 women
were rescued from the Gins-
burg Lane house. Police are

TROUBLE IN TEXAS

continuing their probe,
which began in March.
Local media outlets, guot-
ing the probable cause affida-
vitfiled in court, said Katkoo-
ri, Gunda and Dasireddy
were mentioned as Indian
nationals, while there wasno
update on Male’s nationality,
As per the arrest war
rant, on March 13, a pest con-
trol company contacted the
Princeton police department

after its technician, who
went to the Ginsburg Lane
home to check on bedbugs,
saw suspicious conditions in
the house. The technician re-
ported to police that he saw
15 women in the home and
that there were only folding
tables, suitcases, and an
air-matiress. He told cops
that there was no other furni-
ture and that all the women
were sleeping on the floors.
Following this tip-off,
cops, after getting a warrant,
arrived to search the home.
Police said the search led
them to Katkoori's home in
Mattie Grey Lane in Melissa,
17 km from Ginsburg Lane.
On March 14, at 3.01 pm, a
judge gave the go-ahead to
police to search the Katkoori
home in Melissa. Local
media outlets said Katkoori
himself answered when po-
lice knocked the doorand lat-
erreferred hisattorney Jere-
my Rosenthal to the police.

Gandhi statue uprooted to
make way for clock tower

Rajib Dutta | Tun

Dibrugarh: The removal
of a Mahatma Gandhi stat-
ne to make way for the con-
struction of a clock tower
has led to major protests in
Doomdooma, a town in As-
sam’s Tinsukiadistrict. The
a.o-feet tall statue, which
stood at Gandhi Chowk in
the town for several vears,
was removed on Wednesday
usinganexcavator crane.
Former Congress MLA
from Doomdooma, Durga
Bhumij, spearheaded the
protest. Hesaid, “Wewon'tal-
low the clock tower to be built
in place of the statue of the
Father of the Nation. They
can construct the clock tower
anvwhere else, but Gandhi’s
statue should remain in
its original place. It is an in-
sult to him. Sentiments of
the people have been hurt.”
Following a public back-
lash, BJP MLA from Doom-
dooma Rupesh Gowala on
Thursday assured that a

Following a public outcry in Assam’s Doomdooma
town, BJP MLA Rupesh Gowala assured that a statue
taller than the original would be erected at the site
within six months, in addition to the clock tower

new and taller statue (6.5
feet) of the Mahatma would
be constructed at the origi-
nalsite withinsix months, in
addition to the clock tower:
However, despite the as-
surance of anew statue, resi-
dents expressed displeasure
over the clock tower coexist-
ing with the statue. Con-
cerns have been raised re-

garding the symbolic signifi-
cance of placing the Gandhi
statue beneath the clock tow-
er; considered emblematic
of British colonial heritage.
“(zandhi led the freedom
movement against British
rule. His statue should not be
overshadowed by the clock
tower. [t should be built some-
where else,” a local claimed.

When a book thief made Rowling happy
and earned redemptlon for himself

Marilyn Rajesh &
Juliya Grace | Tnn

Kochi: It was June 2007, Reese
Thomas, then just 14, had de-
voured all six books of the
Harry Potter series and now
the seventh and final one was
out where the budding wizard
would finally bury his adoles-
cent squeamishness and go
for Voldemort's jugular,
Coming from a modest
family and unable to afford
“Deathly Hallows"” in its
glossy dust wrapper, Reese
decided on the next best
thing — he stole it. Though
he himself was a Muggle, a
mundane human without
the benefit of magical arts,
Reese intuited that “coming
of age” entailed crossing the
line, a transgression howev-
er tiny, and that Harry, not

much older
than him,
would approve.
Ag it turns out,
17 vears later;
J K Rowling is
delighted.

Last DMon-

J K Rowling and Reese Thomas

vattupuzha

school, he
couldn’t afford
to buy it. Fol-
lowing Row-
ling’s message,
Reese  wrote:
“Years before, 1

day, the author
of the Harry Potter series
spoke of Reese.”] know I'll be
accused of encouraging
book stealing by sharing
this, so PLEASE DON'T
STEAL BOOKS, BOOK
STEALING IS BAD. Anyway,
this is the loveliest thing and
made me reallv happy,” she
wrote on X. She was refer-
ring to Reese’s recently pub-
lished debut book, “90s Kid”,
in which he had confessed
stealing the last part of
Deathly Hallows becauseasa
student in class IX in a Mu-

did something
andithasreachedall overthe
world. But most importantly,
it hasreached the oneand on-
Iy JK Rowling, the exact per-
son who I wanted toread it”.
While Rowling’'s message
helped erase whatever resid-
ual guilt he might have felt,
Thomas had found sufficient
closure last month itself
when, after 17 years, he sum-
moned the courage to go to
the New College Bookstall in
Muvattupuzha to pay for the
book he had filched. Redemp-
tion couldnt have been

sweeter when the owner, af-
ter hearing him out, said all
he wanted was Reese Tho-
mastosignafew copiesof his
own book and give itto him.

Reese recalls that as a 14-
yvear-old raised in a devout
Catholic family he had
qualms about shoplifting.
But goaded by hisclassmates
— who challenged him to see
to what extent a Potter fan
would go Reese went
ahead and did it anvway
Looking back, he says heist
movies like “Dhoom 27 also
played a part. At home steal-
ing was a sin, but in the big
bad world outside it didn't
seem such a big deal. Reese,
who was a big movie fan,
now worlks as an assistant di-
rector in the Malavalam film
industry and has featured
in several notable movies.




