BENNETT, COLEMAN & CO. LTD. | Estd. MDCCCXXXVIIl | VOL. 41 NO. lﬁﬁ A &

THE TIMES OF INDIA -

INDIA'S LARGEST ENGLISH NEWSPAPER | To subscribe call 1800 1200 004 or visit subscribe.timesofindia.com

i BENGALURU | FRIDAY, JULY 12, 2024 | METRO | PAGES 46 | PRICE 26*

INCLUDES 14 PAGES OF BANGALORE TIMES AND "8 PAGES OF TIMES PROPERTY ( "CITY AREAS ONLY)

Jasmine Paolini reaches her second consecutive |
Grand Slam final with a 2-6, 6-4, 7-6 (10-8) victory
over unseeded Donna Vekic at Wimbledon ina

US is working on a ceasefire deal in Gaza that
involves withdrawal of Israeli & Hamas forces,
and an ‘interim governance' arrangement during
which security would be provided by a US-trained
force of Arabs, says Washington Post report, P 18

Thirty-one out of 36 states and UTs
achieve the replacement level of
fertility of 2.1, the average number
of children per woman needed to
maintain a stable popn size, P 12

Defence minister Rajnath Singh
has been admitted to AIIMS after
he complained of back pain.
AlIMS officials confirm that
his condition is stable now

rollicking match that lasted 2 hrs & 51 mins, making it the
tournament’s longest women'’s semifinal on record, P 20

CAPFs reaffirm
10% quota for
ex-Agniveers

mid the debate over the

Agnipath scheme, the
chiefs of wvarious central
armed police forces
(CAPFs) on Thursday reit-
erated their commitment
onimplementing 10% quota
for ex-Agniveers in all con-
stable-level posts. Days af-
ter the Cabinet approved
the Agnipath scheme in
June 2022, the home minis-
try had announced the 10%
quota iIn CAPFs. mww

NEET counselling
from July 37 week

EET-UG counselling

for undergraduate
medical seats will be con-
ducted infourrounds, start-
ing in third week of July.
Meanwhile, Supreme Court
hasdeferred hearing on pet-
itions seeking NEET-UG re-
test to July 18. P10

Aparna, Namma
Metro voice, dies

A parnaVastarey aprom-
A inent radio anchor, tel-
evision presenter, and ac-
fress, passed away on
Thursday evening. Aparna
was renowned for being the
voice behind the Kannada
announcements in Namma
Metrotrains. P8

Casino coins
seized in raids

s many as 583 casino

coins of different de-
nominations issued by aclub
in Goa were recovered from
the Kalaburagi residence of
BBMP’s revenue inspector
(Kengeridivision) Basavaraj
Magi during Lokayukta
raidson Thursday P8

Courts should not stay bail

order in casual manner: SC

Delhi HC Stayed
Bail Order, Case
Pending For A Yr

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Supreme Co-
urt Thursday said courts sho-
uld not stay bail order in a
“casual” manner as it affects

» Govt can’t ask a person to
prove citizenship: SC, P 10

» Non-payment of arrears: SC
summons top officials, P 12

liberty of a person and took
exception to Delhi HC kee-
ping a bail order stayed for
over a vear during which the
accused remained in jail.

A bench of Justices Ab-
hay § Oka and Augustine Ge-
orge Masih expressed shock

ALLOWS ED TO PLACE CASE LAWS

» Supreme Court takes
exception to Delhi HC's order
which stayed a bail order for
over a year during which the
accused remained in jail

» |t was hearing a plea filed by
one Parvinder Singh Khurana
who was granted bail by trial
court in a PMLA case last year
but the HC stayed the order

that the HC stayed the trial co-
urt order granting bail to an
accused in a money launde-
ring case and kept the case
pending for a year which for-
ced the accused to approach
the apex court.

“What is happening? This
is shocking. Please answer
our question. Can bail be sta-
ved as amatter of course? Un-
less he is a terrorist, where is

» SC says courts should not

stay bail in a “casual” manner
as it affects liberty of a person
» After ED counsel's request,

it allows him to place case laws
hefore the bench on the issue

We are worried about the
liberty aspect. A person

has to languish for one year in
jail after bail was granted =SC

the reason to stay? Can you
defend? We will set it aside...
how the high court casually
stayed the bail. Could the
high court have stayved witho-
ut a reasoned order? Answer
us, what signals are we sen-
ding? We are blaming us al-
50," the SC bench told ED co-
unsel Zoheb Hossain.

b HC PESEEI:' order, P 12
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Muda scam: CM plays
caste card to slam BJP

Mysuru: Embattled Karna-
taka chief minister Siddara-
maiah Thursday hit back at
BJP in the Muda site scam
and said the opposition party
was levelling unsubstantia-
ted allegations only because
he was a successful leader
from a backward-class back-
ground to occupy the CM's

» Will PM Modi, finance min
resign over bank frauds? P 6

They (BJP) are

upset and are
hatching a conspiracy
against me because |
became CM again... Muda
has not suffered |E'IESEE
from the scam... .
I've no connection o
(with the entire
exercise)
Siddaramaiah | cu

post a second time.

In a strong comeback, Sid-
daramaiah plaved the caste
card and said, “They are upset
and are hatching a conspiracy
against me because | became
CM again.” He accused BJP of
making a mountain out of a
molehill, without providing

any proof to back its allega-

tions of illegality in Muda site
allotment scam. “Muda hasnot
suffered losses from the scam;
instead, landowners mayv have
due to the involvement of
middlemen,” hesaid. tww

» ‘Show illegal acts’,P 6

Centre to probe
. ‘misuse’ of quota
by IAS officer

New Delhi: The Centre on
Thursday formed a single-
member committee to “veri-
fy the candidature claims
and other details” of proba-
tionary IAS officer Puja
Khedkar, who has been accu-
sed of misusing disability
and OBC quotatosecurea po-
sition in the service.

An additional secretary-
level officer of DoPT will in-
guire into the matter and
submitareportintwoweeks.
Khedkar, 34, was transferred
Monday to Washim from Pu-
ne over allegations of bully-
ing and entitled behaviour
She took charge Thursday as
an assistant collector at Was-
him district collectorate in
Vidarbha region. P11

In a first, judge
from Manipur
named for SC

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court collegium on Thurs-
day decided to recommend
to the Union govt to appoint
J&K Chief Justice N Kot-
ishwar 5ingh and Madras
HC acting Chief Justice
R Mahadevan as judges of
the apex court. Justice
Singh will be the first from
Manipur to become an
SCjudge, reports Dhanan-
jay Mahapatra.

After a four-hour mara-

» J&K high court bar ad hoc
chief held under PSA, P 12

thon meeting, thecollegium
led by CJID Y Chandrachud
and comprising Justices
Sanjiv Khanna, B R Gavai,
Suryva Kant and Hrishikesh
Rovy unanimously decided
togive Manipur its first rep-
resentation in the apex
court after more than 50
yvearsof itsstatehood.

b Competent persons, P 12

43k degrees of pvt Raj univ under
lens after fake certificates surface

PHYSICAL EDU DEGREES UNDER SCANNER

Backdated Certs
For Unaccredited
Courses, Say Cops

Dishank.Purohit
@timesofindia.com

Jaipur: Om Parkash Jogen-
der Singh (OPJS) University
in Churu is under scrutiny of
Rajasthan police’s special
operations group({S0G) for al-
legedly issuing fake and back-
dated degrees for courses that
the private institution did not
have accreditation for. SOG is
examining all 43,409 degrees
issued since the university's
inception in 2013.

The varsity issued back-
dated degrees for BEd and
BPEd (physical education)
programmes before receiving
accreditation and awarded
MSc agriculture degrees wit-
hout proper authorisation,

“HAND OF VAR' BREAKS DUTCH
'HEARTS, SPURS ENGLAND TO FINAL

' Substitute Ollie Watkins found the net with a superb 90th-minute
strike, sending England to its 2nd successive Euro final, in which it
will take on an in-form Spain. However, the 2-1 win over a resilient
Netherlands was marred by a controversially awarded penalty that
was converted by Harry Kane to bring England level in the game

» The Dutch took the lead from a Xavi Simons
thunderbolt. In the 18th minute, VAR prodded the
referee to take another look at Denzel Dumfries catching
Kane on the foot. A penalty was awarded, despite
Dutch protestations. Even England ex-player Gary
Neville called VAR's call *an absolute disgrace’

» Some experts questioned the decision also due
to an alleged hand ball by England’s Bukayo Saka
in the build-up, which VAR failed to detect

» A livid Dutch coach Koeman said, ‘This is not a
penalty. Football is getting broken... by VAR! But _
England, which, for the 1st time in its 152-yr int'l '

football history, has reached final of a major =3 o
 tourney held overseas, wasn't complaining

Whistle Of Felix, Foot Of Kane & Hand Of God.

> In COPA AMERICA, Liverpool star Darwin
Hunez and some other Uruguay players were
involved in a brawl with Colombian fans that
erupted after an ill-tempered 0-1 semifinal

~ defeat. Colombia plays Argentina in final

? Kane and Watkins

FULL COVERAGE:

» Started in 2013, OPIJS Univ
came under scanner on

Apr 8, 2024 after 1,300
applicants for 2022 physical
training instructor exam
submitted degrees from OPIS
» Varsity's physical education
course accredited only in
2016, for just 100 seats. OPJS
could not have issued so many
genuine degrees, said cops

> Founder-owner of OPJS

University Joginder Singh
Dalal arrested on July 5. He
was planning to set up more
educational institutions

> Probe on to determine if any
candidate with OPIS degree
landed govt job; fake degrees
given outside state too, say cops
> In 2023, UGC declared the
PhD degrees awarded by the
umiversity invalid and advises
students against enrolling

according to SOG sources.

A probe began six days af-
ter the arrest of the universi-
ty’s founder-owner, Joginder
Singh Dalal, for his alleged
role in the bogus-degree
gcam. SOG's inguiry into pa-
per leaks and dummy candi-
dates appearing for college
entrance and govt-hiring ex-
ams led to Dalal. Multiple
com plaints from students al-

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

s0 prompted the probe.

On July 5, SOG arrested
Dalal, along with former cha-
irperson Sarita Karwasra
and former registrar Jitend-
ra Yadav. Preliminary investi-
oations suggest Dalal issued
backdated degrees tothose re-
quiring graduation certifica-
tes for visa applications.

b 2022 PTl exam, P 15
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Flyers headmg to KIA told
to leave home 2 hrs early

Suchith.Kidiyoor
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: The worsening
traffic congestion at Hebbal
flvover has prompted traffic
police to ask air passengers
to leave home two hours ear-

lier thanusualto
el TRAFFIC WOES

the » FULLCOVERAGE:P4 due to ongoing

arrival at

up ramp from KR Pura side
and the diversion of traffic.
Traffic cops said moto-
ristscoming from KR Purasi-
de on the ORR are not taking
alternative roads and conti-
nue nusing the flvover to head
towards Mehkri Circle. The
ORR carriage-
way has shrunk

Metro work,

Kempegowda In-
ternational Airport (KIA).
Multiple infrastructure
projects in and around the vi-
cinity of the flyover have re-
duced wvehicular movement
toacrawl. Oneof them, by the
BDA to add two more lanes to
the flvover for city-bound ve-
hicles, has been delayed, re-
sulting in the closure of the

BDA officials said that the
construction of the additional
ramps will be completed by the
end of the year. Regular road
users are, however, skeptical,
pointing out that while pillars
for the additional lanes have co-
me up on the Baptist Hospital
side, there isno progresson the
other side near Esteem Mall.

Drive your Mercedes

Enjoy limited-period innovative ownership benefits wrth \

.|I-LI
...n,h

EZ Annual Benefit

Low monthly outflow with only
one big instalment every year

Step-Up Benefit

Low monthly outflow
with gradual increase YOY

EMI Holiday

Minimal monthly outflow
for 3 months after purchase

WISHB

INNOVATIVE OWNERSHIP SOLUTIONS

X

Akshaya Motors: Mysore Road: Tel: 0-9108535297, Koramangala: Tel; 0-9108535484, Mysuru: Tel: 0-9019455055 (CIN: U34300KA1998PTC023605) | Sundaram Motors: Whitefield, Kasturba Road; Tel: 0-9686456215,
SUMMIT Mary Hill, Mangaluru: Tel: 0-9008442155 (CIN: U35923TN2017PTC119549)

Mercedes-Benz India Pvt. Ltd. (CIN: U34102PN1994PTCO83160) Toll Free no.; 0008000501888, Email: cs.ind@cac.mercedes-benz.com, website; mercedes-benz.co.in

Accessories, colors and fitments shown may not be a part of standard specifications. For technical specifications of the model available in India, please refer to the product brochure or contact the nearest Mercedes-Benz Franchise
Partner. The Mercedes-Benz A-Class, C-Class and E-Class meets Bharat Stage VI emission norms. WISHBOX is an optional financial scheme offered by Mercedes-Benz Financial Services India Pvt. Ltd. (MBFSI) [formerly known as Daimier
Financial Services India Pvt. Ltd] (CIN UGT190TN2010FTCO7TE20) for a limited period. Finance is at the sole discretion of the financier, MBFSI. MBFSI is a registered Corporate Agent with IRDAI (License no. CAQ180).

' Scan the QR code
to connect with us
on WhatsApp.




"The Shocking Truth About
Diagnostics Test Prices !"

T " Wi ™ —

d . -
r .
e { - - .
& i > i -
. # o “ k
#
.r - -
F p g ’ g
r d F 2

Ok, Thats great. But will my

Why are scan and blood test Then, how are pricesin doctor accent repart from

prices so highinIndia? . Aarthi Scans & Labs very low ? Koo ot g B e
Of course, We do 1000+ MRI Scans and
High purchase cost of CT, MRI, Lab Low profit margins. Honest Prices, Ethical te*ﬁ];i{;?ozl?lufd staiun;piis everyday
. : ) wi atient satisfaction scores.
equipments with high maintenance costs. business practices. ' 3

_ _ We have Fully Automated Robotic Lab to give
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patient friendly initiatives

Short supply of Radiologists in India.
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High profit margins fixed by companies accepted by all doctors
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"The cost to diagnose a disease should not make a patient
poor, that their treatment becomes unaffordable” and that's
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Heading to airport? Start early or take Man kills lover’s

‘troublesome’

alternative routes to avoid Hebbal jam |

Commuters Feel The Pinch As Works On Multiple Projects Progressing Simultaneously

Suchith.Kidiyoor
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: If you think you
can vroom like Max Verstap-
pen or Lewis Hamilton and
reach Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport, given the
six-lane elevated express-
way leading to it, listen to
traffic cops. With multiple
infrastructure works at
Hebbal flyover junction on
the corridor to KIA slowing
down traffic, they have sug-
gested air passengers to
leave their homes at least 2
hours earlier than usual to
reach the airport.

Traffic police have also ad-
vised passengers coming
from KR Purasidetouse alter-
native roads to reach the air-
port. They sav more than 2.5
lakh vehicles use the junction
daily to travel in different di-
rections, and due to ongoing
constructions, traffic flow has
been severely impacted.

Motarists travelling via
the junction are going
throughaharrowing time ev-
ery day, primarily due to Ban-
galore Development Author-
ity's inordinate delay in exe-
cution of the project to add
additional lanes to the flyov-
er. The agency is still buyving
time to execute its ambitious
project to add additional
lanes to the flvover that was
proposed in 201516, due to
different factors, including
lack of coordination with

traffic flow. In the interest of air

Ongoing construction works by
multiple agencies have impacted
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ear Baptist Hospital for wideing the flynur

1 The ramp that leads to

T

W the flyover from KR Pura

side of Outer Ring Road
is being demolished.

Additional ramps
will be built

WHAT’S CAUSING THE BOTTLENECK

To facilitate construction of additional ramps from Esteem
Mall side to Baptist Hospital, BDA is demolishing KR Pura
ramp earlier used by motorists to reach Mehkri Circle

BDA is building an alternative road for vehicles coming
from Esteem Mall service road heading towards Mehkri Circle
and Tumakuru Road side. Existing service road

KR Pura ramp to
Hebbal flyover

From Tree Park to

Baptist Hospitl located next to the flyover will be closed for construction
of pillars for new ramps
Kempapura Cross to : o 5
Hebbal junction BMRCL is constructing piers as part of Blue Line Metro

BMRCL is building elevated line of Blue Line and a Metro

Kodigehalli Junction station at the junction

Byatarayanapura

Sunction Waorks under progress on service related to Metro work

As part corridor 2 (Benniganahalli - Chikkabanavara), KRIDE

Bengaluru suburban is constructing suburban rail projects along the operational

toddler,

Chaithanya.Swamy
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: A three-year-old
boy was killed recently alle-
gedly by his mother’s 30-year-
old lover because he felt the
child was a hurdle in having
some intimate moments with
the woman.

nabbed

often get irritated by the ram-
bunctious Ashwin and hit
him, police said.

On July 6, Raj visited Ra-
mya at T7pm. As the light bulb
in the house had burned out,
she took Rs 100 from Raj and
went out to buy it. She retur-

ned at 7.30pm and fo-

The accused, Miche-
al Raj from Bommana-
halli, has been arrested.
The child, Ashwin, a re-
sident of Virat Nagar of
NGR Lavout in Roopena
Agrahara, was assaulied
by RajonJuly6evening and at
midnight, and he died while
undergoingtreatmentataho-
spital on July 8, police said.

According to a complaint
filed by Ashwin’s mother Ra-
mya Kumari with Bommana-
halli police, she fell in love
with her elder sister’'s hus-
band Satish and married him
siX vears ago. They have two
children, a five-yvear-old
daughter and Ashwin. Howe-
ver, due to differences, she se-
parated from Satish a couple
of years ago and moved to her
parental house in Roopena
Agrahara.

Raj, father of two children
and owner of a two-wheeler
garage infrontof Ramva’spa-
rental house, and Ramya star-
ted an affair a year ago. They
rented a house in NGR Layout
and lived together. Raj would

und several marks on
Ashwin’s face. Raj
told her he had slap-
ped the child. Around
lam, Ashwin woke up
from sleep to go to the
foilet.

While coming out, the
child noticed a corn on the flo-
or and ate it. An angry Raj
slapped the toddler again as-
king him why he ate the corn
lying on the floor.

The boy developed epilep-
tic symptoms around 3.30am
and, Ramva and Raj took him
to a hospital. The boy, who
was shifted to Nimhans on Ju-
ly 7 morning, died at 11.55pm
onJulya.

Ramya told police that Raj
banged Ashwin's head aga-
inst a wall resulting in severe
head injury.

Ruoting Ramya, police sa-
1d Raj assaulted her son be-
cause he always felt that he's
troubling them during their
intimate moments.

A case under Section 103
(murder)of Bharativa Nyaya
Sanhita has beenregistered.

Five cars registered out of

other civic agencies.

The construction of addi-
tional ramps was stopped
midway in 2018-19, and after
changingdesigns, the project
was taken up again last vear

passengers, we have advised them to
leave early so that they can reach the
airport in time. Earlier, we had suggested
motorists coming from KR Pura use
alternative roads to reach CBD areas, but
most of them prefer to travel via Hebbal.
We urge motorists to use alternative

rail project

'L T

® Motorists coming

rail line via Hebbal
ROUTES E

| ® Motorists can also take a

KR PURA AND KIA

| ® Passengers coming

Bengaluru:

state impounded by RTO

Times News NETWORK

RTOs across

from the Baptist Hospital
side. The BDA has now set a
Dec-2024 deadline to com-
plete the project, but motori-
stsareskeptical.

Ankit, a regular user of
Ballari Road, said: “Every
day, I travel from Allalasan-
dra to Vasanth Nagar via
Hebbal junction. It takes a
minimum of 25-30 minutesto
go from Kodigehalli to Bap-
tist Hospital. After traffic
from KR Pura heading to-
wards Mehkri Circle was di-
verted via Kodigehalli, the
situation worsened. Motori-
stsarepavingthe priceforall
the poor planning done by

roads and avoid Hebbal junction
Siri Gowri DR | ncp (TRAFFIC, NORTH)

Bengaluru have impounded
five cars that were registered

from KR Puraon ORR | right turn at Nagawara Junction | from KR Pura side to
and heading towards | to reach Thanisandra-Hegde | reach Mehkri Circle can
the airport can use | Nagar to reach Bellali-Reva - use 10C-Mukunda
Hennur Cross - - junction to reach Bagaluru | Theatre Road or
Bagaluru Road - and then head to KIA | Nagawara-Tannery Road

BDA. Before the pandemic,
they started constructing
pillars but later abandoned
the work, wasting public
money, Now with new plans,
they are building pillars
from the Baptist Hospital
side, No one knows when
they are going to complete
the project.”

Shivakumar, who often
travels to KIA, said; “Police
have been suggesting motori-
sts use alternative roads to
reach KIA. But they arein a

pathetic state. Despite know-
ing about traffic snarls at
Hebbal, a majority prefer to
use Ballari Road to reach the
airport. Successive govis
made fancy proposals to re-
duce congestion, but none
got implemented. BDA has
shown 1ts incompetency in
executing road projects.”

A  Thanisandra Main
Road resident, who uses
Hebbal flyvover to go to her
workplace every day, said:
“Things appeared to have

come to a standstill on the
ORR stretch leading to the
filyvover on  Wednesday
morning. It took 45 minutes
to drive from Manvata Tech
Park to the flyover, a 5-km
distance.”

Besides the flvover
works, ORR users from KR
Pura said they have to con-
tend with shrunken carria-
geway due to ongoing Nam-
ma Metro work on the
siretch. Responding to a
guestion on the status of the

flyover-widening project, a
BDA official said: “We're
aiming to complete the pro-
ject by Dec-end. The KR Pura
ramp is being dismantled to
make way for pillar construc-
tion. An alternative road is
being constructed to take up
the pillar construction work
on the Tree Park side in com-
ingdays.”

On the construction of a
road over the operational
rail track at the junction, the
official said: “'We are await-

ing approval fromrailwavs.”

BDAhad earlier proposed :
construction of a flyover to :
give direct access to vehi- :
cles coming from KR Pura :
side to the elevated corridor :
of Ballari Road and build- :
ingroads to ease traffic flow :
from Tumakuru Road side :

towards the airport.

However, the

cash- :

strapped authority is now :
looking for other agencies :
such as BBMP to take over :

these projects.

out of the state but were ply-
ing withinthe city without pa-
vingrequired taxes.

According to officials, ru-
les mandate that owners of
cars registered outside Kar-
nataka must pay tax if they
continue to use their vehicles
for more than a vear within
the state. Recently, the depart-
ment seized five cars, inclu-
ding an Audi and a Fortuner,
among others.

C Mallikarjuna, additio-
nal commissioner for trans-
port (enforcement). stated,
“The seized vehicles wereear-

lier registered in Harvana,
Jharkhand, West Bengal and

others. Owners were found

using cars here for more than
a vear. In some cases, despite
obtaining NoC from RTOs,
where their vehicles were re-
gistered earlier, owners had
failed to migrate.” The RTOs
also impounded motoreycles,
being used as unauthorised
bike taxis during the drive,
“Some people pay hefty
sums to buy luxury cars of va-
rious brands registered out of
the state, but evade tax. There
15 an increasing number of pe-
ople purchasing used cars re-
gistered in Delhi and nort-
hern states, We urge them to
follow rules by paving tax app-
licable here.” the official said.

Motorists despair over
infra works in Panathur

Tines News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Children living in and aro-
und Panathur and Balagere spend most
of their non-school hours in vehicles
stuck in endless jams on their way to and
from school, social media users lamented
on Thursday.

It was day 1 of the railways’ widening
and maintenance works at the underpass
on Panathur main road. While motorists
have been struggling with bumper-to-
bumper crawl on Panathur main road for
months now, things worsened further on
Thursday, The work is expected to go on
for three more days.

Within hours of davbreak, locals felt
the pinch of infrastructure works. Nam-
ma Balagere, a citizens' group, took to X
around 8.50am and posted: “Kids started
from Sobha Dream Acres at 7.15am and
are still stuck at Panathur Balagere §
Cross. Just travelled hardly 1.5 km in1 ho-
ur. When will pending widening work be
completed?” The post triggered a flood of
replies. “School change maadi, area
change maadi. I pity the kids insuch cong-
ested, poor infra areas, where the quality
of thechildhood is compromised! Kids ne-
ed time to play, rest, study. Not spend in ve-
hicles for hours. Kids need space, fresh air
to breathe,” responded a netizen, posting
from the handle aashrith_wv

DCP (Traffic-East) Kuldeep Kumar
Jain said that the railway department
had chosen to take up two works at a time
—widening of theunderpassand the ma-

Cabbie finishes meal
during traffic jam

LA cabbieeating lunchin traffic jam
A ona east Bengaluru road, went
viral Wednesday afternoon. “This is the
longest travel for mein last 10 months.
Total journey of 2 hours for 20kms in the
afternoon {non-peak hours), which
usually takes 1 hour. My cabdriver had
lunchinthe traffic jam itself,” the post by
@SreekTweetz read.

/\ video posted on X, showinga

intenance job. The work will go on for :
three days from Thursday. “We have de- :
ployved at least 10 traffic policemen to ease :
congestion during peak hours. However, ;
traffic will be moving slowly due to main- :
tenance work and the job of wideningthe :

underpass,” hesaid.

- Dengue war room ¢

~ tobe set up soon

Tinmes NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru:Tocombatthe rising threat
of dengue fever, BEMP and district aut-
horities have been instructed to identify
hotspots — areas with a radius of about
100 metres, where two or more dengue-
positive cases have been reported.

The move comes even as 381 fresh
dengue infections were reported in the
state over the last 24 hours, taking the
total numberto 8.221.

The govt has instructed officials to
setupadengue warroom in Arogya So-
udha for close monitoring of the situa-
tion. Additionally, it has directed dis-
trict officials to set up similar war ro-
oms to monitor the surge in cases and
collect data about hotspots, including
the specific village, locality or street.
Officials have been told to spray larvi-
cide in areas, where water stagnation
15 detected and schedule indoor fog-
ging, ensuring residents vacate their
homesforat least 30 minutes. They will

: have to provide residents — especially
. from poor households — neem oil to
apply on exposed body parts.

Chaithanya.Swamy
@timesofindia.com

- Bengaluru: A man in his
i 20s, feigning to be a soothsay-
i er, visited the house of acom-
. puter professional on the
. pretext of solving issues in

her family, but escaped with

: gold ornaments worth Rs 4
: lakh in west Bengaluru.

Savita Naik, 43, aresident

of Mallathahalli, told Anna-
: poorneshwarinagar

police
in her complaint that she

§ was alone in her house on Ju-

Iy 6, when a man, aged aro-

: und 25 years, holding a reli-
. gious icon’s photo, knocked
: on her door at 11.15am, intro-
: ducing himself as a soothsa-
: yerinHindi.

MNaik was shocked when

he told her the name of her

husband and some of her fa-

Notice to 22 testing centres

Health officials visited 31 privaie he-
alth institutes testing for dengue and
found 22 of them charging more than
the prescribed rates, A notice has been
1ssued to 22 clinics, diagnostic centres
and hospitals. The prescribed price of
Dengue Elisa NS1is Rs 300, Dengue Eli-
sa IgM is Rs 300, and screening and ra-
pid card test for NS1, Ighd, IgG is Rs 250,

: mily problems. She believed
: him and thought he was god-
: send as all the details were

true. He noticed she was per-

: forming pooja and asked her
. tofinishand inthe meanwhi-
. le, give him a paper and pen.
: He wrote something on the
: paper. When Naik approa-
: ched him after pooja, he as-

ked her to give him another
pieceof paper. Heasked hera
few guestions about all her
family members and the is-
sues. Henoted down the deta-
ils in the second paper. He ga-
ve the first paper to Naik and
asked her to read the details.
Theyv were matching exactly
with the details she shared
with him, which hescribbled
on the second paper.

The miscreant asked her
to bring wheat flour and star-
ted makinga ball. He told Na-
iK to get rid of her problems,
she needed to bring all her
wedding ornaments so that
he could put them inside the
ball and do special pooja.

She gavehim her bangles,
gold mangalva chain and
finger rings. He put them in-
gide the ball in front of her
and later, asked her to bring

Soothsayer’ offers to solve personal

issues, flees with jewels worth 4L

Woman's gold ornaments
stolen from beauty salon

TinmEes NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: A 32-vear-old
woman Rachana (name
changed), lost gold orna-
ments worth Rs 4.1 lakh,
when she was getting ma-
keup inasalon recently,
According to the police
complaint, a private firm
employee residing in Shi-
vajinagar visited the salon
in Banaswadi around
5.45pm on July 8. She remo-
ved her gold mangalva cha-
in, two finger rings and a
wrist watch, and put them
in her pouch near her. Ho-
wever, she noticed later

that the ornaments were
missing from her pouch.

She alerted the parlour
management. Asshedidn’t
get a proper response, she
lodged a complaint. Racha-
na told police that she su-
spects a woman, Sadana,
who was hovering around
her. Sadana confessed to
the crime and police have
recovered the valuables.

A senior cop said Sada-
na was a friend of a wo-
man, working in the parlo-
ur. She had gone to meet
her and took Rachana’s or-
naments and kept the po-
uch back in the parlour

her mother-in-law’s photo.
When she returned with it,
he kept the wheat ball in the
pooja room and instructed
her to perform pooja for 48
dayvs, without touching itand
not informing anvone about
the purpose of doing the poo-
ja. He then left her home.

She suspected something

ALMANAC (12.7.2024)

Mithuna Masa 26 - Shri Krodhi
Nama Samvatsara - Uttarayana -
Greeshma Ritu - Tithi: Ashadha
Sukla Shashthi h. 12-33 Nakshatra:
Uttara Phalguni h16-09 Yoga:
Parigha h. 29-15. 5 Muharram
Kali Day 1872037
Vivasvat Saptami
Rahu Kalam 10.30-12pm

Rajiv.Kalkod@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: People living in
the vicinity of Central Jailin
Parappana Agrahara, south-
east Bengaluru, finally feel
connected to the world at lar-
ge. They were literally ‘not
reachable’ for nearly six
months, thanks to the power-
ful jammers installed in the
prison to prevent use of mo-
bile phones by its iInmates,

Three Tower-Harmonio-
us Call Blocking System (T-
HCBS) or jammers installed
inthejail inJanthis year, we-
re disrupting the mobile net-
works used by residents in
the neighbourhood too.

They were not getting
messages and the calls made
to them would be termed ‘not
reachable’.

Confirming

that the

strength of the jammers in
the prison has been reduced,
home minister G Parames-
whara, who visited the jail
Tuesday to flag off the early
release of 77 prisoners on go-
od conduect, told mediaper-
sons that iff need be, the
strength would be scaled
down further:

‘Went back to days when
mobile phones didn't exist’
TOI first reported on March
7 about the problems caused
to locals by the jammers. The
residents staged a protest in
June to highlight the issue,
“Itlookslike wehave gone
back to the days when mobile
phones did not exist,” the re-
sidents would often lament.
Once, the management of a
school could not reach the pa-
rentsof astudent whowasfa-

File photo

The home minister confirmed strength

:": sl .‘ ot :'-'.; =~
of jammers has been reduced

cing a health emergency.

Butissue not completely
addressed, say locals
“Now, we are breathing a litt-
leeasier, Atleast, we arerece-
iving text messages which
are essential for one-time-

passwords for carrying out
online transactions. But the
issue is not completely add-
ressed. Shopkeepers and
others living close to the pri-
son are still facing network
issues,” aresident, who stays
close to the jail said, adding:

» Central Jail’s neighbours ‘connected & reachable’ now

Murder convict completes 4 diplomas in jail

murder convict
./ undergoing life
imprisonment, wasamong 77
inmates, who walked out of
the prison following their
release on Tuesday. He
completed four PG diploma
coursesduring his15yearsin
jail. “From today, | will be
starting a new life. In prison, |
learnt the importance of food

q ateesh Acharya, a

“Cellular firms are also in-
stallingmore towersnow. Ho-
pefully, the issue will get re-
solved completely.”

Last week, prison offici-
als not only lessened the
strength of the jammers but
alsosucceeded in getting mo-
re mobile phone towers fix-

and freedom,” he said.

Another freed murder
convict, Danesh, regretted
that he couldn’t help his
daughter pursue higher
studies. “As | was imprisoned,
my daughter's education was
badly affected. However, |
completed my BA degree
through a correspondence
courseinjail. | will start anew
life from today,” he said.

ed, after convincing cellular :
service providers.

However, smuggling of :
mobile phones into prison :
has not stopped. Last week, :
an undertrial prisoner, re- :
turning from court, was :
caught with a mobile phone
hidden inside his body.

amiss and checked the wheat
ball and found her orna-
ments stolen by the soothsay-
er. She filed the police comp-
laint on July 8, after discus-
sing the incident with her fa-
mily. A senior police officer
said, “We have registered a
case and are making eftorts
tonab the miscreant.”

Bus kills pedestrian

%4&1{:’:31’@1&1 pedestrian
[ died after a BMTC bus
A heading to Yelahanka
knocked him down on Dodda-
ballapur Road Wednesday
night, Thevictimisdaily wage
worker Mallappa, who was
crossing the road. Bus driver
Manoj Kumar has been arrest-
ed under Bharativa Nyaya
Sanhita Section 106. Tun

I-Day prep meet

BMP and Bengaluru Ur-
mal district administra-

tion met Thursday to dis-
cuss preparation for Inde-
pendence Day celebrations at
Manekshaw Parade Ground.
BBMP chief commissioner
Tushar Giri Nath said an am-
bulance with staff will be kept
on standby; BWSSB will ar-
range drinking water; police
will take care of security. vnw
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What’s blocking widening of

Ballari and Jayamahal roads?

Govt Offers T11cr For 472 Acres; Market Value For 15 Acres Is 1,400cr

Nithya.Mandyam
dtimesofindia.com

Bengaluru: The Bangalore
Palace Ground imbroglio, in
which civie authorities and
members of the erstwhile
Mysore royal family have
locked horns over quantum
and mode of compensation
to be paid for the land being
acquired for widening of
Ballari Road and Jayamahal
Road, will come up for hea-
ring before Supreme Court
on Friday.

The road widening, cru-
cial toease traffic on two bu-
sy roads leading to the Kem-
pegowda International Air-
port, has been held up since
2009. A proposal has been
made to widen the two roads

Sy As

TO F_ASE TRAFFI{: Road widening on twn} busy stretches Ieamng tu
Kempegowda International Airport has been held up since 2009

BIG MISMATCH

by acquiring 15.2 acres from
the sprawling 472-acre Pala-
ce land in the heart of the ci-
ty. While Supreme Court had
directed the state govttopro-
vide transferable develop-
ment rights (TDR) for acqui-
ring the required land, the
latter has been dilly-dally-
ing onthe issue since 2014,

Three contempt peti-
tions have been filed in 2021,
2022 and 2023.

The court’s proceedings
are likely mhmge on the qu-
estions: Whether the govt is
serious about acquiring
land? How will complaints
about low compensation be
countered? Should con-

tempt proceedings be initia-
tedagainstthe govt?

Politics at play?

In fact, the issue has come
underspotlight inrecent we-
eksafter some political func-
tionaries got civic authoriti-
es — both Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
and Bangalore Development
Authority (BDA) - to make s0-
me gquick moves to end the de-
adlock. There is a lot of poli-
tics and business at play with
regard to Palace Grounds, a se-
nior IAS officer said, while po-
inting out that the current
market value of the land is es-
timated to be around Rs 100
Cl'ore peracre.

Based on a 2014 5C order,
the govt had agreed to 1ssue
TDR for 15.6 acres (equal to
62,475 sq mtrs) of Palace
Grounds area required for
widening. Going by the
stamps and registration de-
partment’s guidance value

(2023-24), the valueof asqua-
remetreonJavamahal Main
Road added to Rs 2 lakh whi-
le the rate per sqg mir on Bal-
lari Road added to Rs 2.9
lakh. If the average of both
the roads were to be calcula-
ted, it would bearound Rs2.3
lakh per sqg metre and the va-
lue of the land would be aro-
und Rs 1,400 crore. As the
compensation under TDR is
supposed to be 1.5 times, the
market value or the guidan-
ce value or whichever is hig-
her, the actual value of the
land would be around Rs
2. 100 crore.

Sourcesinthe govtstated
that in March this vear, the
urban development depart-
ment issued a notification
agreeing to fix the value at
Rs 1,400 crore. Sources said
some middlemen demanded
30% of the compensation
amount, whichwasnotagre-
ed upon by those staking cla-
im over the property. Subse-

What is TDR?

Transferable Development
Rights is a zoning tool that
allows developersto
construct over the
permitted FSI (floor space
index) while complying with
local laws. It allows
property owners totransfer
development rights of their
land fromone location to
another in exchange of
money or other form of
transactions.

guently, the chief minister's
office learnt about the mur-
kv happeningsand putthefi-
le onhold.

In a sudden turn of
events, BDA notified last
monththat it wasissuingde-
velopment rights certifica-
tes (DRCs) by fixing compen-
sation based on Bangalore
Palace (Acguisition and
Transfer) Act-1996, which
fixes the total value of the
entire Palace Ground (472
acres) at Rs 11 crore. BEMP
maintained that it has taken
possession of 15.17 acres re-
guired for widening.

This has left members of
the erstwhile Mysore royal
family and other claimants
shocked. “BDA has not taken
the current market value into
consideration, instead it
wants to pay at rates that pre-
vailed almost three decades
ago. This is not acceptable,”
sources associated with the
royal family said.,
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Newsreader held for trying to extort spa staffer

Tinmes News NETWORK
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ne 27 and blackmai-
led spa manager
Shivashankar, poli-
ce said. Divya, clai-
ming to be therepor-
ter of a TV news
channel, made a call
to Venkatesh who
introduced himself as the CEO of the
channel. Venkatesh told the spa staff
that they have a video of the spa provi-
ding sexual service for their customers
and demanded Rs 151akh.

Shivashankar filed a complaint with
police stating that a person, Sandesh,
had visited the spa on June 26 and took a

massage for 90 minutes by paying Rs
7.500. A trial-basis masseuse was assig-
ned to give him a message. The video Di-
vya showed him was of the masseuse JUR Ier8 pAC TG,
stripping nude and indulging in intima- VLRI U
cy with Sandesh.

“A case has been registered under In-
formation Technology Act, IPC Sections
506 (criminal intimidation), 504 (inten-
tional insult with intent to provoke bre-
achof peace)and 385 (puttinga personin
fear of injury in order to commit extor-
tion). We're verifving if Divya, her brot-
her and Venkatesh and team have extor-
ted money from others in similar man-
ner,” a police officer said.

Bengaluru: Investigating the caseof an
attempt to extort money from a spa ma-
nager, Jeevan Bima{JB)Nagar policear-
rested TV news anchor Divya Vasan-
tha. Earlier, police had arrested Rajanu-
kunte Venkatesh and Divya’s elder brot-
her Sandesh Vasantha.

A police officer said the team zeroed
in on Divya from her hideout in Kerala
on Wednesday.

She was produced before a court on
Thursdayv and has been taken into police
custody for five days. Divya along with
two men had visited Tree Spa and Beau-
tv on 100 Feet Road in Indiranagar on Ju-
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For more details: Bangalore: Honda BigWing Bengaluru East: (Indiranagar): 6366922291, 7795690889, Honda BigWing Bengaluru North (Sadashivnagar): 8792922274, 080-45048888, Honda BigWing Topline (Lavelle Road):
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Mwysuru: Retorting to BJP’s
demands that he quit, chief
minister Siddaramaiah, who
holds the finance portfolio,
asked if Union finance minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman or
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi would resign over bank
frauds in the country.

BJP has been demanding
Siddaramaiah resignation
over alleged irregularities in
Karnataka Valmiki develop-
ment corporation, insisting
that as finance minister the
buck stopped with him.

But Siddaramaiah said:
“Scams have happened in
banks, and Union finance
minister Nirmala Sithara-
man and the Prime Minister
should resign. Will they ten-
der their resignations?”

He denied reports that the
special investigation team
(SIT) has submitted a pre-
liminary report on the Val-
miki corporation scam to the
govt. “SIT has not released
either a preliminary or final
report. The probe is ongoing.
Once a chargesheet is sub-
mitted, the report will be
provided,” he said.

Asked how the treasury
released funds to the corpo-
ration without his knowl-
edge, he said: “It does not
always come to me, nor does
it require my signature.
Stipulated amounts are re-
leased periodically to au-
thorities concerned.”

But he said 1t is not possi-
ble to transfer money directly
from the treasury without
oversight. “Let the investiga-
tion be completed. How can
vou fix responsibilities before
it is over? | repeatedly say that
no report regarding the case
has been submitted,” he said.
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GOING STRONG: Chief minister Siddaramaiah receives petitions from
- people at his residence in Mysuru on Thursday

Will Modi, Union FM

ign over bank fra

uds?

JD(S) joins BJP
_in attacking CM

- Mysuru: Hitherto quiet, JO(S) joined
| BJP on Thursday in attacking chief

. minister Siddaramaiah over the

i Mysuru Urban Development

- Authority (Muda) and Karnataka

. Maharshi Valmiki ST Development

. Corporation scams. Senior MLA and
- 1D(S) core committee chief GT

| Devegowda demanded

. Siddaramaiah's resignation, saying

. the alleged scams occurred “under

. his nose” and that he should take

| the moral high ground and step

. down. Devegowda also declared he
. himself was clean and challenged

- anyone to prove wrongdoing on his
| part, offering to relinquish any

| illegal sites and threatening legal

- action against baseless

BJP attacks
govt over fund
‘diversion’

Tinmes News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Karnataka BJP
launched a fresh salvo against the
govi, accusing it of diverting Kar-
nataka Scheduled Caste Sub Plan
(SCSP) and Tribal Sub Plan (TSP)
funds, meant for welfare schemes
for Dalits, for its election guaran-
tee schemes.

This comes in the wake of Na-
tional Commission for Scheduled
Castes (NCST) writing to the
chief secretary demanding a re-
port within seven days.

BJP state president BY Vijay-
endra alleged that the govt's ac-
tions are “a gross injustice to the
deprived communities” of the
state and said his party will pro-
test in the assembly against the
“injustice meted out to Dalits™.

SC & ST FUND

Last week, the govt decided to

Times News NeTwork

department.

Bengaluru: The govt's re-
cent decision to implement
a counselling-based trans-
fer system for staff of
stamps and registration
department, including sub-
registrars, has encountered
strong and collective resist-

Sub-registrars resist
transfer counselling

Association representa-
tives told TOI the govern-
ment’s decision is “unsci-
entific”, pointing out dis-
parities in rank among 310
sub-registrars, including 15
classified as Group A offic-
ers while the rest are in
Groups B and C. They ques-
tioned the rationale behind

MOVE TO CURB GRAFT

ance from emplovees of the

At acabinet meeting last
week, the govt had opted for
this approach to curb graft
in transfers and enhance
transparency within the
crucial revenue earning
arm of the govt. But mem-
bers of Karnataka State
Stamps and Registration
Department Emplovees As-
sociation have strongly op-
posed the move. They sub-
mitted a memorandum to
chief minister Siddaramai-

. Corporation honey-
| trapped govt and
. bank officials and
. forced them to mis-
. appropriate funds.

- garded as BJP’s
- prominent Sched-
- uled Tribe face, said
. high-end luxury cars, includ-
| ing a Lamborghini, were
| purchased using money in-
- tended for tribal welfare. He
. alleged that the laundered
| money was diverted through

Corpn officials were
honey-trapped: BJP

TimES NEwS NETWORK

- Bengaluru: Senior BJP
. functionary and former min-
. ister B Sriramulu on Thurs-
- day claimed scamsters with-
- in Karnataka Maharshi
- Valmiki Scheduled

Tribes Development

Sriramulu, re-

“hawala” channels and used

in various elections, includ-
- ing the Lok Sabha polls.

Former minister Nar-

- accusations. The regional party

. appears to be upping the ante,

| setting a narrative ahead of the

- monsoon session of the legislature
- which is likely to see much

asimha Naik (Raju Gouda), . Tireworks. TN

another BJP ST functionary,

said the govt was involved. | Protest and

“We all know that more than |

Rs 3 crore cannot be trans- | COUNter-protest

ferred without approval of Mysuru: Police in Mysuru have
the finance secre- | made elaborate security

tary, but on a sin-
gle day Rs 50
crore was trans-
ferred. It is sur-
prising that no
one in the govt
knew about 1it,”
Naik said.

BJP function-
aries say funds in
amounts ranging from Rs 4.1
crore to Bs 6 crore were
transferred to bank accounts
of 16 businesspersons, They
demanded the arrest of Con-
eress MLA B Nagendra,
who resigned as tribal wel-
fare minister after the scam
came to light.

- arrangements around Muda office

. in the heart of the city after BJP and
| Congress announced protests on

| Friday. BJP is demanding a CB

. investigation into the Muda scam

. and its protest will be led by state

. party president BY Vijayendra and

| include opposition leader in the

- assembly R Ashoka and former

. minister CT Ravi. Some 10,000

- workers are expected to participate.
. Protesters will gather at Maharaja's
| College Grounds and march to

+ Muda office, about 1km away.

. Congress’ Mysuru unit has also

. decided to protest BIP for

. “politicising” the issue. Party

- workers plan to gather in front of

* Muda office and counter BJP. TN

use SCSP and TSP funds to pro-
vide benefits, including under its
suarantee schemes, for members
of SC and ST communities.

At ameeting of the couneil for
SCs/5Ts development chaired by
chief minister Siddaramaiah on
June 5, the govt approved a plan
to allocate Rs 39,122 crore — Rs
27.674 crore and Rs 11,447 crore
for SCs and the STs, respectively
— to implement welfare pro-
crammes for these communities
in 2024-25, This fund will cover
the guarantees and as other ben-
efits like laptops for students.

Deputy CM DK Shivakumar,
who is also Congress state presi-
dent, ridiculed BJP’s accusations,
saying the funds were being used
for the development of SC and ST
communities as per law.

“It's a shame on the national
commission.” Shivakumar said.
“The money is being spent on the
same community as per law After
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana,
we introduced a law to use funds
exclusively for the welfare of the
SC and ST communities. What is
wrong with that?

reconsider the decision.

citizens will be upheld.”

ah’s office, urging him to

Their primary concerns
revolve around potential
posting of sub-registrarsin
low-revenue areas, which
thev argue could adversely

affect both operational ef-
ficiency and financial well-
being of the department.
They also say families of
employees would face great
personal hardship and
emotional strain with mid-
academic vear transfers. It
said many have children
awaiting enrolment in
medical or engineering col-
leges after completing their
II PUC examinations

In its memorandum,
signed by the association’s
office bearers, it highlight-
ed past negative outcomes
with such initiatives. A
similar action in 1994-85 re-
sulted in significant reve-
nue loss for the govt, lead-
ing to a swift reversal the
following vear, it said.

transferring 300 personnel
when such moves typically
address larger depart-
ments with more personnel
seeking transfers.

The memorandum also
raised concerns about the
efficiency impact of post-
ing senior sub-registrars
in areas with historically
low revenue collection like
Sringeri, Anniegeri,
Aland, Shirasi, Hallival,
Guledgudda, HD Kote,
Naragund, Kampli, and
Ramadurga, arguing that
such placements hinder
operational effectiveness.

It remains to be seen if
the govt will yield to pres-
sure from the association
or stand firm on the trans-
fer counselling.

SHORT TAKES

Yatnal urges HC
to act suo motu

enior BJP legislator Basanagouda

Patil Yatnal has written to the Chief
Justice NV Anjaria of the Karnataka high
court, requesting him to initiate a suo
moto case into Muda alternative plot
scam in which chief minister
Siddaramaiah’s wife is allegedly a
beneficiary. Yatnal urged Justice Anjaria
to hand over the case to the CBI. “l also
request that the investigation be
monitored by the high court of
Karnataka to ensure impartiality and
thoroughness,” he wrote. | am confident
that under your Lordship's quidance,
justice will prevail, and the rights of the

FACT-FINDING: Deputy chief minister DK Shivakumar
with AICC committee members Madhusudan Mistry,
Gaurav Gogoi (left) and Hibi Eden (right) on Thursday

Mistry panel
begins work

Tines News NETWORK

From affordable housing to centres of scandal

ManuAiyappa.Kanathanda
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Urban develop-
ment agencies, such as Banga-
lore Development Authority
(BDA) and Mvysuru Urban De-
velopment Authority (Muda),
were established to provide
affordable housing for the
middle-class and poor. How-
ever, not only have they failed
in this objective, but they have
also become hotbeds for scan-
dals involving politicians, of-
ficials, middlemen, and land
developers, resulting in the
loss of thousands of crores to
the exchequer:

URBAN DEVELOPMEN
AUTHORITIES

The recent alternative site
allotment scam in Muda,
which allegedly involves chief
minister Siddaramaiah’s wife
Parvathi, is a case in point.
Scams like these appear the
norm and chairpersons and
commissioners of these au-
thorities are often viewed as
opportunities for exploitation
rather than public servants.

“*How can the govt expect

an ordinary individual to pay
Rs 75 lakh for a 60x40 site at
Kempegowda Layvout in Ben-
galuru?” asks RTI activist S
Ganesh, highlighting the unaf-
fordability of housing units
allotted by these authorities.
Vivek Menon, civic activist
and campaigner for ethics in
politics, said graft is all perva-
sive. “With opportunity comes
opportunity cost,” said Menon.
“With the booming real estate
market over the past two dec-
ades, the opportunity for govt
agencies and officials to extort
has increased significantly. In
todav's India, where there's
money and power, there’s cor-
ruption. Real estate transac-
tions attract a lot of cash, mak-
ing it easy to fund elections,
which is one reason for this
inherent corruption.”

Lack of oversight

The govt's inaction in address-
ing these issues has only em-
boldened corrupt elements
within authorities. The Lok-
avukia. once a formidable
watchdog under Justice N
Venkatachala and Justice San-
tosh Hegde, has become inef-
fective, and illegal activities
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DEN OF GREED: Chairpersons and commissioners of these agencies are
often viewed as opportunities for exploitation rather than public servants

have gone unchecked. This
lack of accountability has
eroded public trust and dam-
aged the credibility of urban
development authorities.
Supreme Court advocate
Brijesh Kalappa said: “The
govi's role in providing land
for citizens has taken a sig-
nificant beating with the pas-
sage of the Land Acquisition
Act 2013, wherein realistic
compensation is mandatory
for those who lose land. Any
land loser approaching a court
can delay projects endlessly.
Agencies like Muda and BDA

perforce must sweeten the
deal by providing compensa-
tory land. Given this scenario,
it is time the govt steps out of
this realm and regulates the
private sector by initiating
policies which allow all to
own homes.”

Challenging task
But Prof Ravindra Reshme, po-
litical analyst, pointed out that
reform has been tried before
and is easier said than done.
“A three-member commit-
tee was formed during the JH
Patel-led Janata Dal govt to

investigate alleged irregulari-
ties in BDA. The commitiee,
which included PP Thomas,
Dr A Ravindra, and Prof BK
Chandrashekhar, found BDA
burdened by staff, rule viola-
tions in new layouts, site allot-
ment issues, and poor public
service, recommending its
liquidation. When SM Krishna
became CM, he appointed LAS
officer Jayvakar Jerome to
close BDA. Contrary to expec-
tations, Jerome revitalised
BDA by reducing staff, re-
claiming illegally encroached
lands, developing new layouts,
and generating significant rev-
enue. Following his transfer
after Krishna's tenure, BDA
reverted to a troubled state,
plagued by political scandals
and controversies.”

RTI activist Ganesh said
the govt must take decisive ac-
tion and ensure officials of
these agencies are accountable
for their actions. “Allotment of
alternative sites must be done
away with, or a transparent
system introduced. Only by
taking such measures can the
govt restore the public’s trust
in urban development author-
ities,” said Ganesh.

Shobha wants Shah
to initiate probe

nion minister of state Shobha

Karandlaje appealed to Union home
minister Amit Shah to direct central
agencies to investigate illegal transfer of
funds from state-owned Karnataka
Maharshi Valmiki Scheduled Tribes
Development Corporation. Karandlaje,
Bangalore North MP, said accountant
P Chandrasekharan's suicide may be
linked to the intense pressures and
potential threats he faced in relation to
the scam. “His death underscores the
urgent need for a transparent and
thorough investigation info factors
leading to his untimely demise,” she said
in a letter to Shah. “It is also imperative
to scrutinise the role of the bank in
managing and processing funds that
were allegedly misappropriated.”

Bengaluru: Congress’ fact-finding panel led by
veteran Madhusudan Mistry began its task of
eliciting opinions from functionaries on the par-
tv's tepid performance in the Lok Sabha elections.

Congress had set itself a target of winning at
least 20 of the 28 seats but won only nine, The
party’s high command has deployed a three-mem-
ber committee to ascertain reasons for the sub-par
performance. The panel 1s scheduled to meet min-
isters, MLAs, MPs, officer bearers and senior
functionaries in batches.

On the first day of the two-day exercise on
Thursday, it met 19 functionaries, including Ra-
jva Sabha MP Sved Naseer Hussain, former
chief minister M Veerappa Moily and senior
MLC BEK Hariprasad.

“The objective is course correction and to pre-
pare partymen for a series of upcoming elections.
We will present our views, and the high command
will act upon it,” said Saleem Ahmed, Congress
chief whip in the legislative council.

projects is relatively high.

Minister bats for
floating solar parks

he minor irrigation department

reviewed opportunities to instal
floating solar panels in tanks and lakes
under its jurisdiction. During the
meeting, minor irrigation and science
and technology minister NS Boseraju
directed staff to speak to experts and
explore ways to generate energy from
floating solar parks. Boseraju said it will
eliminate the need for land acquisition
and can produce significant power for
the state and country. But officials say
initial capital investment for such

WILL EVALUATE AND RECTIFY
MISTAKES, SAYS SHIVAKUMAR

eputy chief minister DK Shivakumar said

Congress party will evaluate and rectify
mistakes it made in the Lok Sabha elections in
the state. He said the exercise is aimed at taking
on the BJP-JIXNS) combine. “The party’s perfor-
mance in the Lok Sabha elections will be evalu-
ated in the presence of the AICC fact-finding
committee. This process is a countrywide pro-
cess. We will share reports for the four geo-
graphical regions of the state, discuss and pin-
point shortcomings,” Shivakumar said. “We
need to understand subtle factors which have
influenced results, We knew BJP-JIXS) combine
had an advantage. We will prepare to fight with
them in future elections,” he said.

Trained tribals initiate honey
revolution in tlger reserves

Niranjan.Kaggere
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Successful in
conserving the big cat popu-
lation in their precincts all
these years, tiger reserves in
Karnataka have set theireyves
on honey production.

Tapping into the talent po-
olof native tribal communiti-
es in national parks, the fo-
rest department has initiated
a honey revolution over the
past couple of years. Trained
and assisted by forest offici-
als, over 3,000 tribals in diffe-
rent tiger reserves of Karna-
taka are producing 20 to 25
tonnes of pure honey every
yvearunder the brand name of
Adavior AdaviJhenkara.

The brand, displayed for
the first time during the re-
cent World Environment
Day celebrations at Kanteer-
va Stadium, caught the at-
tention of many Even tho-
ugh tribes including Soligas,
Jenu Kurubas and Kunabis
were traditionally harves-
ting honey in forests for seve-
ral years, the department de-
cided to empower them bv
honing their skills, provi-
ding tech support, marke-
ting exposure and conver-
ting the same into a liveliho-
od model.

‘Swayam’ (Saving Wildli-
fe in Association with Young
Aspiring Minds)setup by Ka-
li Tiger Reserve in Dandeli
under its Tiger Foundation,

SWEET NEWS: 3,000 tribals in
tiger reserves produce 20-25
tonnes of honey every year

provided youngsters trai-
ning in apiaries and tech ex-
posure to harvest quality ho-
ney. Gayatri Badiger, deputy
RFO, Kumbarwada Range of
KTR, said, “The forest de-
partment provides them
with bee boxes and colonies
through our bee breeding
centre, regular training from
experts, bottling infrastruc-
ture and marketing plat-
form. The entire profits from
honey sale will be transfer-
red tothe tribals.”
Conceptualised by the re-
serve's former director Ma-
ria Christu Raja a vear ago,
these initiatives have been
currently spearheaded by di-
rector Nilesh Shinde. “Over
the last one vear, we have trai-
ned 250 voungsters after as-
sessing their skills and
knowledge of flora. Each per-
son produces about 50 kg of
honey every year. The reser-

ve will set up a dedicated ho-
ney-processing centre in Aug
2024 to process honey and
bottle it in a scientific way”
Badiger explained.

Similarlyy, in Biligiri

Ranga Temple (BRT) Tiger occurred. “It was an agri-
Reserve, tribals, particular- : cultural land, and the depu-
lv Soligas, have formed a coo- ity commissioner effected

perative society and obtai-
ned licence under Forest
Rights Act. Madegowda, a
Soliga and currently presi-
dent of Sri Biligiri Rangas-
wamy Soligara Samskarana
Sangha, said, “In all, 2,000
members have been trained
in beekeeping and provided
with financial support to
kickstart production. The
harvested honey 1s marketed
through the society and pro-
fits are transferred to beeke-
epers in the form of divi-
dends. Besides, we also have
dedicated stores in Bengalu-
ruand Mysurutomarket our
products.”

The forest department is
also helping tribals add va-
lue to the products. “At BRT,
Soligas have been making
candles, soaps and lip balms
using beeswax. These have
been accredited by various
bureausandsoldonline. Eve-
ry vear, over 20 tonnes of
rock bee honev is produced
at BRT, along with 3 to 4 ton-
nes of honey produced by
Apis cerana (tuduve jenu)
and another 2,000kg of apis
florea (kolu jenu) honey”
Gowda said.

Show where
illegal acts
occurred:CM | |

» Contd from page 1
q iddaramaiah released

./ ing critics to show
where illegal activities had

conversion in 2005. I've no
connection (with the entire
exercise),
wamy, my brother-in-law,
haslegally gifted it. The CM
guestioned BJP's motive:
“Is it an offence to mention
it as agricultural land,
though it was developed in-
toa layout?”

sites from Muda in 2021-22,
when BJP held the reins,
“Would I follow opposition
leader R Ashoka's advice
now? No. Likewise, BJP
didn’t seek my counsel dur-
ing
when these sites were allot-
ted,” he added.

About social activist TJ
Abraham'scomplaint tothe
ECI that the CM failed to
provide details of the con-
troversial land in his affida-
vit, filed in the 2013 assemb-
ly polls, he said, “Whenever
EC seeks clarification, I'm
ready to provide answers.”

CM Siddaramaiah con-
ceded that noteverythingis
right in Muda, and a clean-
up was needed after the on-
going inquiry into the scam
concludes.

¢ IIMES TRIBUTE,

PAYING HOMAGE

SAD DEMISE |

challeng-

documents,

Mallikarjunas-

Hesaid his wife received

Mrs. Judith Ramkishen

W/O Late Major Ramkishen
Bom: 31/01/1953 and

TOTHE DEPARTED 50OUL

B TIMES TRIBUTE S

PAY HOMAGE...
PAY RESPECT...

TO YOUR BELOVED ONES
Classifieds Obituary

Rs. 495/- pscm*™

Minimum ad size : 3cms W, 5cms H

Display Obituary

Rs. 890/- pscm*™

Minimum ad size ;: 4cms W, 5cms H

Logen to: ads.timesgroup.com ., " i

To book ad X
YO | or call: 18001205474 (Toll Free) OR Ay

VALSALA PILLAI

Passed Away: 11/07/2024
We will honour Judy's life
with Holy Mass at 2:30pm

on July 12, 2024 at Qur
Lady of Lourdes Church,

Main Road, Whitefield

The Times of India
+ Vijay Karnataka
Bangalore Edition

followed by cremation at
Pathanur Cemetry.

its administration

With love and gratitude for Judy's life,

(Booking accepted till 8pm)
* Conditions apply

Horbaloed family and friemds,

+ TIMES TRIBUTE 7+

TOYOUR BELOVED ONES

PAY HOMAGE...
PAY RESPECT...

Display Obituary
Rs. 850/- pscm™

Minimum ad se; 4 ¢ms W, S cms H

The Times of India

+ Vijay Karnataka
Bangalore Edition
Booking accepted
till & pm)

* Conditions apply

For details contact
Bharat: 7760833522

ads.timesgroup.com

For details contact

To place an Obituary

announcement or
Remembrance Ad

Logon to

or
Scan QR code

11 Nov 1944 to 9 Jul 2024

A matriarch of the extended family, whe ruled our
hearts through kindness and sacrifice. She had
the incredible gift to be truly joyful about our
successes and feel pain and stress about our
smallest challenges. Her legacy, for her children,
grandchildren, sisters and brothers, is of the
power of giving, of unconditional love and always
being empathetic. She left us with the
responsibility to be better humans.

Renuka Satish
Anoop Trisha
Kaveri Radhika
Aparna Meghna

satish_k._pillai@gmail com




MALABAR

GOLD & DIAMONDS

CELEBRATE THE BEAUTY OF LIFE

i .',;_... bl

.......
i

s PRE N

ey 1

4R

*Conditions Apply

ON MAKING CHARGE ~~ ONMAKINGCHARGE ~ ON DIAMOND VALUE
OF GOLD JEWELLERY OF STUDDED* JEWELLERY

Valid from 6 July to 4" August 2024

STORES AT BENGALURU: MG ROAD | DICKENSON ROAD | JAYANAGAR | RAJAJINAGAR | KORAMANGALA | MARATHAHALLI
PHOENIX MARKETCITY | BANNERGHATTA ROAD | KAMMANAHALLI | MALLESHWARAM | HSR LAYOUT | BANASHANKARI
YELAHANKA | FORUM SOUTH BANGALORE | RR NAGAR | PHOENIX MALL OF ASIA, HEBBAL | WHITEFIELD | MYSORE
MANDYA | HASSAN | CHIKKAMAGALURU | MANGALURU | UDUPI | BELAGAVI | HUBBALLI | DHARWAD | VIJAYAPURA
KALABURAGI | BIDAR | BALLARI | DAVANGERE | SHIVAMOGGA | TUMAKURU | RAICHUR | KOLAR

INDIA | AUSTRALIA | CANADA | UK | USA | SINGAPORE | MALAYSIA | UAE | QATAR | KSA | OMAN | KUWAIT | BAHRAIN

Call: 1800 572 0916 ‘ BUY ONLINE AT: malabargoldanddiamonds.com

<
®.
(O
—]
<
o,
=
=
)
(O
T
(O
<
p
<




<
O
S
—]
<
O
=
-
/)
qv
o
©
=
N
<

3

TIMES CITY

THE TIMES OF INDIA, BENGALURU

FRIDAY, JULY 12, 2024

santoshkumar.B
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: At least three
businessmen of the city have
filed police complaints clai-
ming their business docu-
ments had been forged and
misused by unknown indivi-
duals to open bank accounts
in connection with the Rs 94-
crore fraud in Karnataka Ma-
harshi Valmiki Scheduled
Tribes Development Corpo-
ration Ltd (KMVSTDCL).

Fraud money landedina/cs
opened in 3 bizmen’s names

Student ends
life, blames
classmate
for ‘torture’

student of Morarji De-

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: As many as 583

MULTI-CRORE SCAM

Funds were allegedly mi-
sappropriated through the
fraudulently opened acco-
unts. All three businessmen
claimed they only became
aware of the forgery after re-
ceiving notices from police
for questioning.

KP Agrahara police have
registered two cases and Vija-
vanagar police one. All three
cases have been handed over
to SI'Tprobing the scam.

Vijay Kumar R, a civil cont-
ractor who has been running
Ram Enterprises at Manjunat-
hanagar, off Magadi Road sin-
ce 2017, claimed he received a
notice from First Finance Cre-
dit Cooperative Society on
May 29, The notice asked him

ED searches continue, papers seized

The complainants

said bank accounts

were opened using ~ nforcement Directorate
forged documents [1 nﬁiiiaisght“rﬁday ;

J continue elr searcnes
and Iarge f!IIItEIS atseueraflpremiseslzrn '
tl‘ﬂl_leErI"Ed Wlthﬂllt connection with the scam.
their knowledge. Residences of former
They claimed they e
came to know about Basanagouda Daddal and its
the fraudulent head office in Vasanthnagar
activity only when were seaajcnfad for the second
they got notices consecutiveday.

. . ED officials detained
from investigators

to return the Rs 5 crore trans-
ferred to his account in the so-
clety “by mistake”.

Before he could clarify
that the account in question
was not his, he received a no-
ticefrom SITonJune?2. Police
asked him to appear before
them with documents related
to the account in the coopera-
tive bank's Banjara Hills
branch, Hyderabad. He
complied with the summeons,
gave a statement to SIT and
clarified that the disputed ac-
count was not opened bv him.
Kumar requested police to ta-
ke action against those re-
sponsible for forging his do-
cuments and opening the ac-
count.

The second businessman,
Naveen G, also approached
police with similar allega-
tions. He has been running
GN Industries in Cholurpa-
lyaforthe past 22 years, speci-
alizing in battery sales and
services, However, he disco-
vered that miscreants had
opened an account with a coo-
perative society in Hydera-
bad using his company’s na-
me and transferred Rs 4.4 cro-
re to it. He said he became
aware of the fraudulent acti-
vity after receiving a notice
from SIT.

DS Raghavendra, who
operates Novel Security Ser-
vices Pvt Ltd in Vijayvanaga-
ra, filed a complaint, alleging

Daddal’s personal assistant
Pampannain Raichur, along
with a few others, including
close aides and relatives of
Nagendraand Daddal.
Sources said ED officials
discovered that a few lockers
in Daddal's chamber at the
corporation office were locked
and were unable to find their
keys. They broughta
keymaker to openthemand
seized a few documents.

unknown persons had forged
documents to open a coopera-
tive society bank account in
the Telangana capital. The
fraudsters transferred Rs 4
crore to the bank account,
and he became aware of it af-
ter police summoned him for
questioning in connection
with the scam.

SIThastaken upthe inves-
tigation intoall three cases, It
has taken into custody the
corporation’s then-mana-
ging director JG Padmanab-
ha, then accounts officer Pa-
rashuram Duggannanavar
and an ex-minister’s aide,
Nekkunti Nagaraj, for four
days to investigate the forge-
ry allegations.

{ \sai Residential School
(MDRS) Dudihalli died by
suicide at her home in Ala-
dakatti in Haveri district a
week ago. However, the inci-
dent only came to light
Thursday after her suicide
note was found.

Archana Goudannavar,
13, was found hanging. Her
family conducted her last
rites without informing po-
lice. Hence, cops have regis-
tered a suo moto unnatural
death case.

According to sources, in
her death note, Archana
blamed her classmate and
the latter’s mother for
torture, which forced her to
take the extreme step.

A classmate’s father is
also a teacher at the same
school. In the note, she also
mentioned her family prob-
lems, stating that her father
is addicted to alcohol and
that a teacher’s family ha-
rassed her at the school.

Following the incident,
the school management
convened a meeting with
Archana’s family, a teacher
and village heads.

An agreement was reac-
hed to give Archana's fam-
ily a compensation of Rs 1
lakh. tun

15 sites,

casino coins of different de-
nominations issued by aclub
in Goa were recovered from
the Kalaburagi residence of
BBEMP's revenue inspector
(Kengeri division) Basava-
raj Magi during Lokayvukta
raids Thursday. The moneta-
ry value of the casino coins
is vet to be ascertained.

LOKAYUKTA RAIDS

Magi was among the 11
govt officials (including a re-
tired individual) raided by
Lokavukta police across the
state in disproportionate as-
sets cases. The early morn-
ing raids were carried out at
a6 locations innine districts.

Investigations revealed
that Magi was a member of
the casino located in Panaji,
Goa. “On Thursday, we raid-
ed 11 places related to Magi.
We discovered that he owns
two residential
houses, 32 acres of agricul-
tural land and Rs 59 lakhs in
cash,” a press note from the
Lokayuka said, adding that
his total assets are valued at
Rs3.3crore.

Lokayukta police are vet
toestimate the proportion of
disproportionate assets of
the raided officials.

® Shwarﬂu S, retired executive

engineer, minor irrigation
department: Total assets ¥5
crore, including three sites and
residential houses each and
three vehicles worth 790 lakh

@ Shekar Gauda. project
director, Nirmiti Kendra,
Dharwad: Total assets 77 crore,
including five sites and four
residential houses, 83 acres

of agricultural land and

216 Iakh in r:ash

® Mahadev Bamm' assistant
executive engineer, Panchayat
Ra), Belagavi: Total assets

297 lakh, including three
residential houses and

720 lakh in cash

® DH Umesh, executive
engineer, KPTCL,
Chikkamagaluru: Total assets
5.3 crore, including four sites
and residential houses each
and 740 lakh worth of gold
and silver ornaments

oMS Prahhahar assistant
executive engineer, Bescom
(vigilance) Davanagere: Total
assets 72 crore, including two
sites and residential houses
each and 30 lakh cash

® viayanna. tahsnldar
Ramanagara; Total assets
2.4 crore, including nine
residential houses, 13 acres of
agricultural land and 22 lakh
worth of gold ornaments.

Casino coins seized from
. the Kalaburagi house of
. BBMP official Basavaraj Magi

. ® Mahesh K, superintending

. engineer, Kabini and Varuna canal
| circle, Mysuru: Total assets

. #3.7 crore, including three sites

- and residential houses each and

- 11 acres of agricultural land

583 Goa casino coins found in
BBMP official’s K’buragi house

CROREPATI OFFICIALS & THEIR ASSEI'S

. ® NM Jagadish, Grade-1 SE::retarl.r,
. Dasanapura gram panchayat,

. Bengaluru: Total assets #3.2 crore,
- including three residential houses,
- two acres of agricultural land,

| ¥28 lakh in cash and gold/silver

| ornaments worth 21.2 crore

- @ KG Jagadish, chief engineer,

. PWD, Chitradurga: Total assets
- #5.2 crore, including five sites,
. seven residential houses and

. 36 acres of agricultural land

| ® M Ravindra, retired chief

. engineer, PWD, Chitradurga:

. Total assets #5.7 crore, including
: four sites, six residential houses,
- 49 acres of agricultural land

| and 783 lakh in cash
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Actor Aparna, voice behind
Metro announcements, dies

Tives News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Aparna Vasta-
rey, radio anchor, television
presenter, actress and the voi-
ce behind Kannada announ-
cements in Namma Metro co-
aches, passed
away on
Thursday eve-
ning.

Sources sa-
id the 57-vear-
old was suffe-
ring from lung cancer and bre-
athed her last at her residence
in Banashankari. She is survi-

ved by her husband, architect
and writer Nagaraj Vastarey.

Hailing from Chikkama-
galuru, Aparna made her ci-
nematic debut in 1984 with ac-
claimed director Puttanna
Kanagal's last film *Masana-
da Hoovu'. Aparna acted in
several award-winning films.
Later in the early 1990s, Apar-
na began her career as both a
radio jockey (RJ) at All India
Radio and a hostess on Chan-
dana, Doordarshan’s Kanna-
da regional channel. Later
she became a presenter of
AIR FM Rainbow:,

32nd suspect held

Rajiv.Kalkod@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: The alleged

Naxal attack on a police

camp at Venkatamanahalli
village in Pavagada taluk of
Tumakuru

”"“F"— ‘ district in

news again.

spect, Mutya-
la Bundala,

43, from Pavagada was arres-

ted last week in connection

e 2005 is in the

A 32nd su-

with the incident in which
eight men, including seven
police personnel, were Kil-

led. The casualties took pla-
ce after about 300 men am-
bushed the police camp in
the dead of night.

Bundala had allegedly
mobilised the vehicles used
intheattack —fourminibu-
sesandthreeSUVs—froma
few people in Tumakuru
and the neighbourhood, cla-
iming that he needed them
forarelative’s wedding.

Among the 300 attackers,
police had identified 82 su-

spects. Three of them turned
approvers, while 13 were Kkil-
led in a police encounter in
Andhra Pradesh in 2006. Till

What happened at govt school?

( ) n the night of Feb 10, 2005,
some 300 men attacked a
govtschool in Venkatamana-
halli and killed seven officials
of the Karnataka State Reserve
Police (KSRP) and a villager. At
least five others were injured in

2010, police arrested 22 su-
spects and they were all ac-
quitted by a local court in
2011, Tumakuru police have
appealed against the acquit-
tals and the matter is before
the high court.

theincident which took place
when 28 KSRP personnel and a
fewvillagers were camping in
the school to combat alleged

naxal activitiesinand around
Pavagada bordering Andhra
Pradesh.

Police, who continued
their probe, arrested poet
Vararavara Raoand hisasso-
ciate in 2018. Naxal balladeer
Gaddar alias Gummadi Vit-
tala Rao alias was arresetd a
vearlater. Gaddar died in Hy-

derabad in Auglast vear. Rao
is in a Maharashtra prison
after cops arrested him in
connection with the Bhima
Koregaon violence of 2018.

More arrests were made
this year. While five suspects
werearrested inJan, one per-
sonwas taken intocustody in
Mayv. All the seven suspects
arrested this vear have been
accused of providing infor-
mation on the police camp as
well as logistics.

“Of the seven arrested
this year, one person approa-
ched a court saying he was a
minor at the time of the inci-

over 2005 Naxal attack on police camp

dent. After scanning his do-
cuments like his birth certi-
ficate and other materials,
the court granted him bail.
The other six persons arres-
ted this vear and one picked
up last vear are in jail. We ha-
ve taken statements from all
the six persons including the
minor arrested this vear
while Bundala is vet to make
the statement,” police said.
According to police, of
the 32 accused they have ar-
rested, 22 have been acquit-
ted. While Gaddar is dead
and the remaining nine su-
spectsare facingtrial.

FOR SALE |

CAFE for sale at Javanagar.
Good location and attractive
price. Interested Buvers
Contact @ 98415 62211

- 10 LAKHS-TO-1000.CR. -
« Personal/ Prop./Business/ «
: Project/ Home Loan, Intt,
- i 5% per annum in 3Days. -
- M: B149176799, 94046716099

CHASE-FINANCE 5 Lakhs
to LD Cr, Personal/Projects
Bust./Prop./ Educations Home
Loan Int. 3% P.A, Subsidy 30%.,
i: D4R6540267, TR34977361.

BANGALORE |

PLOTS8 for Sale Near
Doddaballapur, Bangalore,
atarts from 5000 sft, Broker
pxeuse, Call - 9972433606

PROPERTY
ANCILLARIES

COMMERCIAL
PREMISES

PRIME commercial space
available for rent at the center
of Erode Corporation. Building
approved for & floors, 10,000 sg
ft sach. Requesting all
interested parties to message
on Whatsapp 7375750414,

PRE- LEASED 730 sft Office
for Sale ] Ardente Offbee One |
Hoodi Circle Meiro Access|
Spacious  Atrium 100 %%
Legal | 40K BEent I 10% Rental
Y-0-% 1 Kushal 9663407002

TIMES IN ter

Connecting People, Connecting Needs.

PUBLIC INVIT,

or letter latast by 20,07 .2024.

Office:-

AJRITL

ATION FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR
SALE OF THE MAJORITY STAKES IN HYDRO POWER PROJECT
Invitation is hereby given to the Public by AJR INFRA AND TOLLING

LIMITED {AJRITL) for sale of its majority stakes in company which

is undertaking construction and implementation of “Hydro Power

Project™ having generation capacity above 60 MW on BOOT basis.
The transfer of stakes shall be as a going concern on "as is where

i5, as s what is, whatever there is and without recourse basis".
Interested parties may submit their expression of interest by email

For all Inquiries and Information, Contact:
SRINIVASU CHAGANTI
II* Hoor, Plot Ne. 3/8, Hamilton House,
J.N. Heredia Marg, Ballard Estate, Mumbai — 400038.
Tel No, 022 67487241/9676446786
Email: srinivasu.chaganti@ajrinfra.in
raserves its right to amend the deadlines fraom the Public Invitation

SITUATION
VACANT

TEACHER

REQUIRED urgently PE
TEACHER {Male/ Female),
Coeding and Computer Science,
Salary negotiable for Deserving
Candidates . Contact: SUE50E3560

ACCOUNTS

CA/LCWA./CS.

WANTED :emi-gualified
CA/CMALLE WITH
EXPERIENCE IN GST for
Trichy branch of a reputed CA
Firm {www daa-india.com} E-
mail; adithvasdas-india.com

MARKETING,
ADVERTISING &

SALES

MEDICAL
REPRESENTATIVES

REQ. Medical Representative
DiplomasGraduate, Min. 3Yr.
exp. good =alary with
incentive., send resume to
gracecsmirer.in /S S4B2E2T06

SALES

WANTED : Sales Executive
Freshers and experienced for
a Furniture showroom at
Varthur & Horamavu, Salary
40K Incl incentives B9E0E 22 4141

OTHER VACANCIES

CALL CENTRES

HCI call center hiring fomale
telecaller for outbound
process’ dav shift/good eng
comm/s5allek +lnct
dkoramangala call B8%WdER00

tender &

MULICE S

PUBLIC NOTICE |

NOTICE is herebv given to
the public that the sale deed
dt:14.09.1905 (Registerd as
document Mo: 4954/95-96, Book
I. Vol 4388, Pgs 162-173
registered in the Sub Reglstrar
OMfice Bangalore South Taluk
from Sri DLL.Nanda Gopala
Reddyy has been lost. If
anvhbody is in possession of the
original documents refating to
the said property they are
requested to hand over the
same to the below address: H-
004, Garden Mansion, Alrport
Rd. Bangalore - &

TENDERS

Union Bank

af e
L W AL

L]

Slressed haset Management, Cerdral Office
o 239, Vidhan Bhavan Marg,
Wanman Paint, Mumbai-400 (21

INTEREST

Union Bank of India invites
expression of interest from
eligible ARCs/BANKsNBFCs/
FlsiAlFs for sale of NPAs to
them on ongeoing basis.
Detailed Reguest For Bid
(RFB) with list of accounts
can be had from website of
our Bank www. unionbank
ofindia.co.in.

Chief General Manager
(SAM)

nnal

| CHANGE OF NAME |

ANNOUNCEMENT
|, MAYUR D. S/o
B Dayananda,
aged 22 Years, R/at
No.13B, KPWD,Quarters,
Jeevanbheema Nagar,
Bengaluru-560075,
state that, | had made an
affidavit on 23-10-2019,
declaring my names
MAYUR D and MAYUR
BANNIKAL DAYANANDA,
as mine only and one
and the same person.
The same was duly
notarized and was
published in the local and
national daily news
papers and submitted to
the concerned
authorities. However, the
above mentioned news
paper ads have been lost
and even, after honest
search | could not find,
Hence this affidavit.

I, Mily Hazarika res of A102,
Brigade Buena Vista, BLE-49,

hereby declare that in some
documents my name is
mentioned as Mily Das
Hazarika. Both Mily Hazarika
and Mily Das Hazarika s one
and same person vide affidavit
[M-ASEMIGZI66EM06W, [ want
to have My Hazarika i all my
documents for futare purpose.

I, Saraswathi R C/o
Frabhanjan R B/o Flat Mo 1

Parimala [vory Apartment,

Arnca Layvout Eoad, L N Pura
Fundalahalli, Vic: Bangalore
North, Po: Marathahalll
Colony, Bengaluru - 5600387 I
have changed my name from
Saraswathl M to Saraswathi B

Sworn before notary Yankohe
date 1007 2024

I Monna Abou Chair of F1, 2nd
floor, Peira Shalom

Meganahalli, Ealvan Nagar,

Bangalore - 43, formerly known
as Moona Abousher, hereby
deciare that both names refer

tor the same person, Henceforth,

[ will be known as Monna Abou
Chair for all fufure purposes

I Shaike Khader WVali,R/s
#6174, 16th Main,1Tth cross,
BTM 2nd stage, Banneragatta
Road, Bengaluru-76 Name of
one and the same S.Khader
vall, Khadervall.s, Khader-
vali, Khader wali , Shaike
Khader WVall wvide affidavit
date 2-07-2024 before notary
Prakasha.C Bengaluru-79

’ To book your ad

mives inter 38> gy

@D www.bajajplanet.com

-"' AL ¥ NoKilling
e * No Trapping APPROVED
* No W“g -:::n&..mmmu: Test Policy
Far ElméhutTﬂiZ!:tnﬁﬂiW!mnl For Retail I:..; :“T:tr?ﬂflwmts — l§
8424900137 | 8693860137 | amazon [EIAKF

We are looking for Experienced STATE MANAGER | AREA SALES MANAGERS

"~ [IHocou

Repel,,. Why kill

Fﬂry Gé EH'“_FE' /Va ﬂitfy‘ Van For Sale

For YVIP / Celebrities

= ,,

{Lounge,
Bedroom,
Washroom, TVS,
Kitchenette)
Privately
Owned,

MH (Mumbai)
Registration,
DC Developed

KEEP RATS OUT

Scan QR code or logon to

ads.timesgroup.com

. Select your city and ad type
2. Upload your creatives and content
3. Pay online

5 ]
VR

THE TIMES
(IR

Exclusive affers | 100% online

Readers ares recommended to make appropriate
gnguires and seek appropriate advice befora
sanding monay, incurming any axpenses, acting on
medical recommandations or entering into any
commitment In relation o any advertisement
published in this publication, The Times OF India
Group doasn'l vouch for any claims made by tha
Advertisers of products and services. The Prinlar,
Publisher, Editor, and Owners of The Times Of India
Group publications shall not be heald hable for any
consaquances, in the evenl such clams are nol
honoured by the Adverisars

Logon to: ads.timesgroup.com

Bajaj Planet Protex

Mumbai

or Call: 18001205474 (Toll Free)

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
INTERIORS AT BEST PRICE

INTEREST CAREATE CAN SHRAE TEEIR LY 0K
infoidthagajplanet.com

Fosders arg recommandod 1o moks
MG pnale SCRInaE an | sk SHHUEE R ]
mhi o l:l 1I!|I:I'l:" ETYEndg MHENEY, IRCUmng any
X .cll"'l-llj en madesal

X[

rnL:imrra'dallr:r" erentering into any
criiimanl i rekaioes L an |II-|J'¢1-|-'I| HrFEry;
pobdishied in this publication The Times Of
ImEa Group deain voush or ey ddims
sk By -the Adveriisers of products and
aaraiges. The Printer, Publisher, Edior sod
Owners of The Tres O nda Group
=t Gia A0l el B eild Balde b any
consequeEnces, in e overd soch clems ane
e dni e Dy e Srbariania

T @ Durable Finish

- MR =W .8
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& Modular Setup
@ Modern Design

JOIN THE CLUB OF 15,000+ HAPPY CUSTOMERS

C 9164 056 000

www krishvinteriors.com

& 100% Transparency
@ Direct from Factory
@ Skilled Workforce

L]

Periodic Preventive Maintenance
« Inhouse App for Facility Management

» Easy Communication via Call,
Whatapp. Mail or Krish-V FMS APP

KRISH-V FACILITY MANAGEMENT SERVICES

YOUR ONE-STOP

SOLUTION

For All Your Facility Needs of
APARTMENT AND
COMMERCIAL COMPLEXES

Housekeeping | Gardening | Mechanical | Plumbing | Lift
Electrical | Power Generator | Swimming Pool & more.

PREMIUM MAINTENANCE AT MOST COMPETITIVE PRICING

09164 022 000

www krishvfacilitymanagement.com

TEC Apply
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100 engg colleges introduce

fresh CS courses, up intake

No. Of Seats In The Stream Up By 600 In Some Colleges

FPicture for epresentation

SruthySusan.Ullas
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Atleast 100 engi-
neering colleges in the state
have received approval to
start or increase their intake
incomputer scienceoritsalli-
ed programmes like artificial
intelligence, machine lear-
ning, data science and cyber
security for the upcoming ve-
ars. Some of the colleges have
increased their intake in the
stream by up to 600 seats.

As per data from the de-
partment of higher educa-
tion, no-objection certifica-
tes have been issued for 104
engineering colleges. Among
them, at least 100 colleges had
sought permission to increa-
se the intake or start pro-
grammes related to compu-
ter science.

The drastic increase is be-
cause All-India Council for
Technical Education has re-
moved the cap on the number
of seats, subject to availabili-
tyv of infrastructure and fa-
culty. It has allowed merger
of some programmes like
computer science with infor-
mation science.

With this, some colleges
have increased their seats
even by 600. For instance, in
BMS College of Engineering,
the total number of computer

science andengineering seats
(merged with information
science and engineering) is
1200, up from the earlier 336.

RNS Institute of Techno-
logy had 240 seats each for CS
and IS. With IS becoming CS
and another 120 seats added,
the total intake in the pro-
gramme is now 600,

“CS is the fronf-runner.
Students who do not get CS,
usually opt for IS... With AIC-
TE's new concept to consoli-
date the courses, we decided
to do that,” said Ramesh Ba-
bu, principal.

“Thereissocietal demand
that studentstakeup CS. The-
re is also the belief that it co-
mes with the best placement
offers, which in manycasesis
true,” explained KN Subra-
manyva, principal, RV College
of Engineering.

The fees for management
quota seats in RVCE is Rs 68

The drastic increase
is because AICTE has
removed the cap on
number of seats,
depending on
availability of infra
and faculty. It has
also allowed merger
of courses like CS
with information
science

lakhasagainst Rs 64 lakh last
yvear. Yet, another course that
has gained traction is MBA,
with a few colleges starting
the course or increasing the
number of seats for it.

At the same time, several
colleges have sought progres-
sive closure or decrease of in-
take in undergraduate civil
and mechanical engineering
programmes,

For instance, Hirasugar
Institute of Technology, Bela-
oavi, has got an NOC for the
progressive closure of its ci-
vil engineering department.
MVIT, Bengaluru, has sought
a progressive closure for me-
chanical engineering while
introducing CS and allied
programmes. Some colleges
are also bringing down the
curtains on some of their PG
programmes. Basaveshwara
Engineering College, Bagal-

kot has sought closure for PG
in food biotechnology, defen-
ce technologyv and VLSI and
embedded systems.

TOI had reported earlier
that as per the draft seat mat-
rix released by the depart-
ment, total seats in the state
had gone up to 1.3 lakh from
morethan1.2 lakh last vear.

The number of enginee-
ring seats available through
Common Entrance Test has
increased from 58,845 last ye-
arto62,930this time. More se-
ats could be added in the next
rounds of counselling as and
when they receive approval
from AICTE.

“It's a herd mentality. The-
re is a lot of publicity on the
jobs available in CS. But there
is very little knowledge on job
prospects in streams like civil.
But the CS bubble is develo-
ping cracks. There are a lot of
instances where the offer let-
ters have not materialized for
over a year,” said Ali Khwaja,
founder, Banjara Academy:

There are 215 colleges un-
der VTU "AICTE’s new
norms removing the cap on
the number of seats that can
be increased as well as stre-
ams to be added, irrespective
of NIRF ranking, NAAC ac-
creditations ete has resulted
in the increase of seats,” said
S Vidyvashankar, VC.

HC notice to state, Centre
over NEP implementation

Court stays

IIMB probe

against associate prof

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: The high court
has stayed till the next dateof
hearing further proceedings
in an inquiry initiated aga-
inst IIMB associate professor
(Gopal Das. The probe was ini-
tiated by the institute mana-
gement over alleged financi-
al irregularities vis-a-vis tra-
vel bills.

Justice BM Shyvam Pra-
sad passed the order recent-
Iy while directing the IIMB
management to file its
objections within three we-
eks. On June 24, [IMB insti-
tuted the inquiry on the gro-
und that the travel bills were

settled about one and half
yvears earlier,

In the first week of June,
Das submitted a complaint :
against eight colleagues, al-
leging caste-based discrimi-
nation and denial of promo-
tion. Based on his complaint
to President Draupadi Mur-
mu in Jan, the Civil Rights
Enforcement Directorate :
had commenced a probe :
against them after an order
was issued by the chief se- :
cretary, based on communi- :
cation received from Rash-
trapati Bhavan.

Das claimed the inquiry
was initiated againsthimas :
a counter to his complaint.

Times News NETWORK

: Bengaluru: The high court
: Thursday ordered notice to the

state and central govis in a PIL
seeking a direction to continue
with implementation of Natio-

: nal Education Policy-2020 in
: Karnatakaintermsof the Aug?7,
: 2021 order issued by the previous
: BJPregime.

A division bench directed

: that the PIL filed by Girish Bha-

radwajand R Ananda Murthy be
posted to Aug 1 for further consi-

: deration. The petitioners, both
:  Bengaluru-based
- challenged the govt's Oct 11, 2023

advocates,

order on setting up a committee

. todraft State Education Policy.

Appearing for the petitio-
ners, senior advocate Arun Shy-
am submitted that NEP was bro-
ughtinaspartof theideaof “one
nation one education policy”. He
argued that the earlier govt had
started implementing it in pha-
sesand now it i1s applicable to the
entire nation. If the state takesa
U-turn now, it wouldn't augur
well as many universities are al-
ready following NEP However,
the bench said the petitioners ha-
ve to specify which are the good
featuresthataregoingtobe with-
drawn and they areagerieved by,

Shyvam said thev filed addi-
tional documents, which the
bench said would be considered
when the matter is heard again.
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| MAHARASHTRA i

WEEK 2024

A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO WORK WITH GOVERNMENT

Maharashtra
State Innovation

Eknath Shinde
Chiel Minister

Get Government work order upto

24 Winning Startups
Will get Government Work
Order upto Rs. 15 lakh each

Special access to Resources, Startup Week editions

Mentorship and Investor Connects

Startup Sectors

Waste Management & Circular Economy)

Late Date to Apply : August 1st, 2024

Benefits for Startups Eligibility Criteria
. Top 100 &@ DPIIT recognized Startups across India
4 Startups will pitch to - _
Sector-specific Jury & Deployment-ready Minimum Viable Product (MVP)

& Product / Services must be relevant to Government

& Should not be a winner of previous Maharashtra

Emerging Technologies (Cybersecurity, Al, ML, loT etc)

* AgriTech and Allied * HealthTech and Allied

* EdTech and Skilling .

* GovTech (Technology in Governance) ¢ Smart Infrastructure, Mobility & Logistics
» Sustainability (Clean Energy, Water, -

Miscellaneous (Any Sector relevant to Government)

Eligible startups across India can apply at www.msins.in

‘Maharashtra State Innovation Society

Department of Skills, Employment, Entrepreneurship and Innovation, Government of Maharashtra

Department of Social Welfare

The pioneer of green revolution, National leader,
ex-deputy prime minister of India is remembered in Bengaluru

Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram Bhavan
and Inauguration of Research - Training Centre

Date: 13-07-2024 Saturday, Cultural program from 11 am

Bhavan inauguration program at 3 pm

Location : Refugee Relief Centre, Magadi Road, Sumanahalli Circle,
Bengaluru - 560091.

Inaguration:

Shri Siddaramaiah, Hon'ble Chief Minister, Government of Karnataka

Solid Presence:

Shri D.K. Shivakumar, Hon'ble Deputy Chief Minister,

Government of Karnataka

Dr H.C. Mahadevappa, Hon'ble Minister of Social Welfare,

Government of Karnataka
Honorable Guests:

Mrs. Meera Kumar, Former Speaker of Lok Sabha

Presided by:

Shri Muniratna, Honorable MLA, Rajarajeshwari Nagar Constituency

Dr Babu J =
,E agjwan Ram Research Institute MR

"
' 5

—_ E. = —

e Sl 3 on e sine 204 We request Babuiji's followers, fighters, organization heads, eminent citizens
g ey S to participate in large numbers and make the program a success.

— = __—“L‘"
All are Welcome

Commissioner
Social Welfare Department

Director

‘It is the fundamental duty of every Indian to protect pubilic 2 _
Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram Research Institute

property and to refrain from violence."
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Govt can't pick person at random, knock
at their door, ask to prove citizenship: SC

TIMES NATION

THE TIMES OF INDIA, BENGALURU | |

UNION MINISTER KUMARASWAMY ASSURES SUPPORT

-RIDAY, JULY 12, 202

ALL IS NOT WELL WITH DEMOCRACY, ALL PARTIES

‘Need Some Material Against The Person Before Proceedings Can Be Initiated’

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Noting that while
Section 9 of the Foreigners
Act outs the burden on an indi-
vidualtoprove he/sheisnota
foreigner, the Supreme Co-
urt, in an important ruling,
has held that this does not
mean govt can pick a person
atrandom, knock on their do-
or, and demand they prove
their citizenship. There
must be some material aga-
inst the person before procee-
dings under the law can be ini-
tiated, it stressed.

A bench of Justices Vik-
ram Nath and Ahsanuddin
Amanullah held that “in the
absence of the basic/primary
material, it cannot be left o
the untrammelled or arbitra-
ry diseretion of the authoriti-
es to initiate proceedings”,

CBI shares
NEET-UG paper
leak probe status
report with SC

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The much-awa-
ited Supreme Court hea- :
ringonpetitionsseekingre- :

testof NEET-UG, whichran :

into controversy over alle-
ged paper leak

Julyv 18.
As directed by the SC,

the Centre and NTA filed :
their responses late eve- :
ning on Wednesday, saying :
[IT-Madras’s analysis of re- :
sults of top 1.4 lakh rank :
holders (around 23 lakh stu-

dents appeared for the ex-
amination) showed no ab-
normality and that the alle-

ged video of question paper
on Telegram channel was :
posted after timestamp was
manipulated to create the :

-a charge :
denied by National Testing :
Agency and the Centre, has :
been deferred by a week to :
: eking cancellation of the NE-

Sectmn 9 r:uul-:i ﬂ[l-t he invoked on the basis of hearsay, SE sard

which have life-altering and
VEry serious consequences for
the person. It said, Section 9
could not be invoked on the ba-
sis of hearsay or bald and va-
gue allegation(s).

“...the question is that do-
es Section 9 of the Act empo-
wer the executive to pick a
person at random, knock at
his/her/their door, tell him/
her/they/them ‘We suspect
you of hﬂing a foreigner'...

Obviously, the State cannot
proceed in such a manner,
Neither can we as a court co-
untenance such an appro-
ach,” the bench obhserved
while setting aside the order
of the Foreigners Tribunal
and Gauhati High Court de-
claring a person from Assam
an illegal Bangladeshi mig-
rant. The bench accepted the
submission of advocate Kaus-
hik Clmurihury who, appea-

ring for the petitioner, submit-
ted that Section 9 could not be
used arbitrarily and settled
principles of natural justice
could not be given a go-by.

“It needs no reiteration
that a person charged or accu-
sed would generally not be ab-
le to prove to the negative, if
he/she is not aware of the evi-
dence/material against him/
her which leads to the person
being labelled suspect. Ipso
facto just an allegation/accu-
sation cannot lead to shifting
of the burden to the accused,
unless he/she i1s confronted
with the allegation as also the
material backing such allega-
tion,” the court said.

The court said that there
was no material in possession
of authority which could rai-
se suspicion on his nationali-
tv After fighting a legal battle

for twodecades, SCcametohis
rescue and declared him Indi-
anasall hisrelatives werealso
declared Indian citizens. The
court also said that minor
spelling mistakes in names on
official documents could not
be the sole reason to deny aut-
henticity as happened in the
case. “However, mere allega-
tion, that too, being as vague
as to mechanically reproduce
simply the words which mir-
ror the text of provisions in
the Act cannot be permitted
under law. Even for the person
to discharge the burden statu-
torily imposed on him by vir-
tue of Section 9 of the Act, the
person has to be intimated of
the information and material
available against him, such
that he/she can contest and
defend the proceedings aga-

insthim,” itsaid.

" NEET-UG counselhng to begm in ]uly
3rd week, to be held in four rounds

Durgesh Nandan Jha &
Manash P Gohain | Tun

New Delhi: NEET-UG coun-
selling for undergraduate
medical seats will be conduc-
ted in four rounds, starting
in third week of July, the govt
has said. In its affidavit sub-
mitted to Supreme Court,
which is hearing a bunch of
petitions, including those se-

ET-UG exam over an alleged
paper leak, govt has stated
that the candidature of any
student found to be benefici-
ary of any malpractice will
be canceled at any stage du-
ring the counseling process
or even afterward.

NEET-UG counselling is
the process for allotment of
seats to suceesstul candida-
tes based on theirexam’s sco-
re. For all-India quota seats.
counselling is conducted by

In its affidavit
submitted to
Supreme Court, govt
has stated that the
candidature of any
student found to be
beneficiary of any
malpractice will be
cancelled at any
stage during the
counselling process
or even afterward

Committee constituted un-
der the health ministrv For
state quota seats, counsel-
ling is conducted by the state
counselling committee,

A candidate has to fill out
his or her preferred choices
of medical colleges; seatsare
allocated based on their sco-
re. Govt has stated in its affi-
davit that for the first and se-

ling, candidates are allowed
tochangeseatsas peroptions
exercised by them. *So, if
cancellation is done before
the beginning of the third ro-
und, it will not have any im-
pact on the overall counsel-
ling process and allocation
of seats,” the affidavit says.
The affidavit adds that
the third round is expected to
start in Sept second week, “If
one’s candidature is cancel-
led after the third round, va-
cant seats can still be offered
in subsequent rounds. Howe-
ver, candidates who have al-
ready been allocated seats in
earlier rounds will not be ab-
le to participate in subsequ-
ent rounds,” the govt has sa-
id. There are approximatelv
1.20 lakh undergraduate me-
dical seats in govt and priva-
te medical colleges across
the country. This year, more
than 23 lakh students appea-

that was held on May 5. The
results of the exam were de-
clared on June 4.

The counselling process
to allot seats, however, is yet
to begin. Last week, the he-
alth ministry had eclarified
that the counselling schedu-
le for NEET-UG and PG is an-
nounced by the Medical Co-
unselling Committee (MCC)
on its website based on comp-
letion of the exam process
and finalisation of seat mat-
rix by National Medical
Commission (NMC).

“For 2024, NMC has com-
municated its schedule for fi-
nalisation of the seat matrix
for UG (undergraduate) and
Pz (postgraduate) seats in
the last week of June indica-
ting that it will finalise the
UG seat matrix by third week
of July and PG seat matrix by
mid-August. MCC will accor-
dingly notify the counselling

Police station
. freezes as king
cobra slithers
Into ‘custody’

Anjali Singh@timesofindia.com

Ghaziabad: 1t's not often that
the one behind bars has a chil-
ling effect on cops sitting outsi-

de, In movies, yes, not quite in
: reality On Wednesday evening,

an “inmate” whose presence no
one was aware of rustled and
made ifs presence known, sen-

ding the entire posse of cops at

Ghaziabad's Madhuban Ba-

pudham police station into a
. tizzy. Around 6.30pm, the cops

were preparing for a change in
shift when cries of “snake,
snake” fromthe sweeper froze
them in their seats.

There it was — a jet black
king cobra coiled up in one
corner of the police station.
As people tried different
tricks to move it away — some
with sounds, others with their
sticks — the snake got into a
defensive position. It raised
its hood, hissed a few times

and slithered towards anot-

her corner where some had
thrown disposable tea cups.
“None of us had noticed
thesnakecrawling intothepo-
lice station. We would have

: even given it a miss had the

sweeper not shouted and aler-
ted us. As we tried to chase it
away, the snake entered one of
the lockups. Fortunately, the-
e was no inmate there,” said
Shailendar Singh, the SHO of
Madhuban Bapudham police
station. When all else failed,
the cops reached out to the fo-
restdepartment. Accordingto

: foresters, the snake was 1.5m

long and a juvenile king.

“We reached the police sta-
tion within 15 minutes of get-
ting a distress call. The police

station is in a forested area. So,

it's not unusual for a snake to
enter the premises. We rescued

the snake from the lockup and
: released it into the Dasna jung-

le,” said Vikas Sintoria, the fo-
rest range officer. The cobra
was unlikely to have found a

place safer than the police sta-

tion. According to Singh, it

escaped after being chased by a

group of people from a nearby

: area. Kaveri Rana Bhardwaj,
¢ ananimal activist, said her gro-

up rescues around 500 snakes
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JUL‘I’

History Meets Al

Indla Diana, was unveiled

§ e ——

in Calcutta on this day in 1823
by Messrs Kyds & Co

s ELIMTRE R LT r

Odisha govt plans to create digital
catalogue of Ratna Bhandar inventory

Bhubaneswar: The Odisha govt decided to create a digital
catalogue ofthe valuables secured in the Ratna Bhandar of
Jagannath Temple during the ensuing inventory on July 14.
According to govt, documentation of the divine treasury is
essential for future generations.

“The experts engaged in the inventory work may not be
available in the next 20 or 25 years. If we create a digital catalogue
or library of the Ratna Bhandars articles, it will be useful whenever
aninventory is conducted in the future,” Prithiviraj Harichandan,
state law minister said. As per the plan, enumeration of the
jewellery would be videographed by the govt. Each and every
article would be properly documented and persevered digitally.
Currently, official data on Ratna Bhandar available with the temple
administration is neither conclusive nor clear. tun

4 states
produce 60%
of honey

17.1%

Uttar Pradesh

16.2%

West Bengal

By Atul Thakur

Source: NHBs Second
Advance Estimate (2023-24)

12.3%

Bihar

14.

Punjab

impressionof aleak. : the Medical Counselling

cond round of the counsel-

red for the NEET-UG exam

schedule,” the ministry said.
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Project Management Unit

Jal Marg Vikas Project-ll (Arth Ganga) __m
INLAND WATERWAYS AUTHORITY OF INDIAES=EtE

[(Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Govt. of India)

Head Office: A-13, Sector — 1, Noida - 201 301;
Phone: 0120-2544004, Fax: 0120-2543976 vc. iwai@nic.in

National Competitive Bidding
e-Bids are invited from interested bidders for “Renovation/Modification
of Building/Infrastructure works at National Inland MNavigation
Institute (NINI) at Patna”. The Tender Documents and other relevant
details are available at IWAI website www.iwai.nic.in and e-procurement
site https:/feprocure.gov.in/ eprocure/app.

Date: 12.07.2024 Vice Chairman & Project Director (JMVP)

RAICHUR POWER
=¥ CORPORATION LIMITED |

iemees  (AJOINT VENTURE COMPANY OF KPCL- BHEL)
{\'Enmnnus THERMAL POWER STATIDH}
CIN : U40101KA2009PLC049582

The Odisha State Co-operative Milk
Producers’ Federation Limited

D-2, Sahid Nagar, Bhubaneswar-751007
FH NO,: 06T4-2546030, 2540273, 2540417, 2540074
E-mail ID; omfedii@yahoo.com

www.omfed.com
Data ; 13.07.2034
SEALED OFFER FOR SALE OF COW WHITE BUTTER/SMP/GHEE

OMFED invites sealed tender for sale of Cow Butter, SMP & Ghee
available at Arilo Dairy & OMTDC. The Bid document is available in the
website: www.omfed.com from 10.00 AM of 12.07.2024 to 3.00 PM of
22.07.2024 & last date of bid submission at Omfed on 22.07.2024 al
03.00 PM. The Techno-Commercial bids shall be opened at 4.00 P.M of
22.07.2024 at OMFED Corporate office in the presence of the interested
bidders.The Management reserves the right to accept or reject any or all
the bid document or part thereof without assigning any reason. Any
addendums/corrigendum will be published only on our website

Sdi-

Managing Director
1 U B35

Pravagraj Smart City Limited
1, Saraojini Naidu Marg, New Building
Magar Nigam Campus, Civil Lines, Prayagraj
(Allahabad)-211 001 (U.P.)

Lgam

2

1
."--.

Prayagraj Smart City Limited is inviting applications for the post
of Procurement Specialist, Assistant Manager (IT), Project
Leader, Architect/ Urban Designer, Utility Expert, Quantity
Surveyor, Civil Engineer (Pavement Design), Draughtsmen
Last date of application is 28.07.2024 (till 06:00 pm)-. Sent
your application on resume. nscl@qmall com- For more
details visit- 2
2024/07 /Noti

072024 pdf

(Sanjay Kumar Rath)
Mission Manager (General), PSCL

BRIEF TENDER NOTIFICATION
{Through e-Procurement Portal)

No: KPCL/2024-25/PS/WORK_INDENT1492/CALL-3 DTD 08.07.2024.

RPCL is invited tender from eligible contractors through Karnataka Public
Procurement Portal (KPPP) for the work of Reconditioning of Old/Used
Coal Burner Nozzles of UNIT-2, 800 MW Boiler. Amount put to tender
(Including GST): Rs. 1,11,39,200/-. Last date & time for receipt of
tender: 15.07.2024 at 16:30 Hrs. Tender documents shall be
downloaded from https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in Further details
can be had from the Executive Engineer (M-1), RPCL, YTPS, Yermarus-
584 134, Raichur.
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. BANGALORE WATER SUPPLY
AND SEWERAGE BOARD

R Office of the Chief Engineer (Design & QA)
2= oth Floor, Cauvery Bhavan, K.G. Road, Bangalore- 560 009

No..BWSSB/CED&QA/ACE(MIS-IT)TA/373/2024-25 Date:11.07.2024

INVITATION FOR TENDER
(Through KPP Portal only)

BWSSE invites tenders in two cover tender system from
eligible contractors for the work of Comprehensive
operation and maintenance of Call Centre (24x7) and
website for 3 years.

Amount putto tender: Rs. 2,52,64,232/-

EMD: Rs. 4,48,000/-

The last date and time for receipt of completed tenders is on
26.07.2024 upto 12:00 Hrs. The Technical bids will be
opened on 29.07.2024 at 12.00 Hrs. The details regarding the
tender and participation in the e -procurement process can be
obtained by logging on to https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in For
further details contact undersigned office during the woking
hours.

Sd/-

DIPRICPIJAIBI6/2024-25 Chief Engineer (Design & QA)
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POWER TRANSMISSION CORPORATION OF UTTARAKHAND LTD.

(A Govt. of Uttarakhand Enterprise)

“Vidyut Bhawan™ Near ISBT Crossing, Saharanpur Road, Majra, Dehradun- 248002
Corporate D : UA10TURZ04SGCOZE6TS Tel. No.: 0135-2642711

E-TENDER CORRIGENDUM

The pre bid clarification of the E-Tender for “Construction of 132 kV
GIS Switching Substation for RVNL at Rishikesh and 132 kV GIS
Switching Substation for RVNL at Ranihat (Srinagar)” against
Tender Specification no. PTCUL/C&P-I/E-Tender/S5-01/2024-25"
has been uploaded on e-tender website and the last date submission
of e-bid is 19-07-2024 upto 15:30 Hrs. For more details please
visit e-tender website www.uktenders.gov.in (tender id no.
2024 PTCU1 72478 1) and for e-tender notice our website
WWW. Etr.:ul org. All other terms and conditions shall remain same.
For any assistance on E-Tendering, Please contact
+91-8895850000.

R.O. No.: 1202HQPUPTCUL
Date : 100072024

Superintending Engineer (C&P-l)

"Save Electricity in the Interest of Nation™

BREE Horot Turd
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"#5 -1+ 8 Punjab State Power Corporation Limited

Regd. Office ; PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala - 147001
Corporate ldentity Number : U40109PB20105GC033813
Website : www.pspcl.in (Contact No. 96461-20640)

Tender Enquiry No. 1682/CHP/CS&HMMC/O&M/PC-2561
Dated : 10-07-2024

Chief Engineer/O&M (P&P Cell-l), GHTP, Lehra Mohabbat,
invites E-tender for the Procurement of Conveyor Belts,
Quantity as per NIT. For detailed NIT & tender Specification
please refer to https:/leproc.punjab.gov.in from 10-07-2024
at17:00 hrs. onwards.

Note : Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published

online ath - .punjab.gov.in
GHTP-53/24, DPRIPD.. TH156/1 23094/ 202335568
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CITY CORPORATION BELAGAVI

Subhashnagara, Belagavi - 590016
Email : itstaff_ulb_belgaum@yahoo.com. Website : www.belgaumcity.mrc.gov.in

NO: CCB/PWD/EE/SWM/TND/E-proc-03/2024-25 Date: 09-07-2024

TENDER NOTIFICATION
(Karnataka Public Procurement Portal)

The Commissioner, City Corporation Belagavi, invites
tenders in accordance with KTPP Act 1999 Rules 2000
through Karnataka Public Procurement Portal for the
Works of Disposal of Legacy Waste Approved under the
Swaich Bharat Mission - 2.0. The Last Date for the
Submission of Tender is 12-08-2024. For more details
visit online Website: https://www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in.
Any Addendum / Corrigendum will be published in
Karnataka Public Procurement Portal only.

Sd/- Commissioner
City Corporation Belagavi

DIPR/Belagavi/360/ Adverta/2024-25

Croc tortured, dogs
saved: UP floods bare

two sides of humanity

Kanwardeep.Singh
@timesofindia.com

Bareilly: Most districts in
Terai region of UP have been
severely affected by floods for
over a week, impacting both
humans and animals. During
this acute hardship, two pur-
ported videos highlighting
contrasting human behavio-
ur towards animals have gar-
nered attention on social me-
dia. In Lakhimpur Kheri dis-
trict, a mugger crocodile was
tied to a pole and tortured by
locals, including children, for
hours. The adult crocodile
had entered Basantapur vil-
lage in Palia tehsil and was la-
ter rescued by forest officials
and released into a river. In
neighbouring Shahjahanpur,
two men were seen in a video
carrving dogs through flood-
watersforover 2kmstosafety,

Dudhwa Tiger Reserve fi-
eld director Lalit Verma told
TOI on Thursday, “A crocodi-
le had entered into human ha-
bitat in Basantapur and held
captive by villagers. We tried
to send a rescue team but the-
re was no road connectivity
because of the floods. Then
we took the help of a 'bagh-
mitra’ (locally trained villa-
ger to mitigate man-animal
conflicts near Dudhwa fo-

rests) and the reptile was re-
seued. It had bruises and was
released into its habitat once
found fit. Noaction was taken
against any villager as of
now.” A local in Basantapur;
however, justified their ac-
tion. “This crocodile was big
in size and seemed to be dang-
erous. Recently aman lost his
leg and a boy's arm was seve-
red in a crocodile attack. We
had nooption but to tie up the
reptile to a pole; it was self-de-
fence. A few kids pelted sto-
nes, the reptile was not har-
med. It sustained minor inju-
ries while trying to free it
self," the man told TOL.

A few kilometres away in
Shahjahanpur, Arshad Hus-
sain and Arif carried their
"friends", stuck in floodwa-
ters, to safety Arshad told
TOTI: “We have two pet dogs -
Brown (pitbull) and Tiger
{German shepherd). Both we-
re scared of the water which
was deep and there were
chances of them drowning.
The water moved quickly in-
toour farmhouse. There were
no tubes for support when we
moved through the water.”

Local residents, who had
gathered at Subhashnagar in
Shahjahanpur city due to ri-
sing flood waters, applauded
the "benevolent act”.

Mother’s female friends
molest boy repeatedly in Guj

Ahmedabad: A 40-year-old
man from Vastrapur on Wed-
nesday filed a complaint with
police stating that two of his
wite's female friends repea-
tedly molested his son, now 186,
between 2019 and 2022,

The complainant, a busi-
nessman, stated that his son
shotavideonarrating hisor-
deal and the sequence of
events leading up to it. The
complainantand his wife ha-
ve been living separately
and their divorce petition is
pending in court. The comp-
lainant 1s currently the cus-
todian of the couple’sson, 16,
and daughter, 20.

The complainant’s son, a
Class 12 student, told his fat-
her what had happened in
May 2022, when he was infor-
med that hismother was see-
king his custody. The man
stated in the complaint that
his son immediately told
himthat hedidnotwishtogo
with his mother, but did not
tell him the reason at that ti-
me. The father said when he
discussed the matter with
his son, the boy told him that
when his mother first took
him to the accused duo's ho-
use to see thelir exotic birds
in 2019, they touched him in-
appropriately. Tnw
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After PM’s Russia trip, US says

don't take our ties for granted

No Such Thing As Strateglc Autonomy In Times Of Conflict: Envoy

Times News NETWORK
T hile India’s strate-
\K’f Fic autonomy was
' said to have been
exemplified by PM Narendra
Modi's visit to Russia, US am-
bassador to India Eric Garcet-
ti warned against taking the
India-US relationship for
granted, saying there is no
suich thing as strategic auton-
omy in times of conflict.
Garcetti's remarks fol-
lowed repeated comments by
the State Department, even
while Modi was in Moscow,
expressing concerns about
India’s ties with Russia, The
US raised these concerns
with Indian authorities even
while Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin was welcoming
Modi. Speaking at a confer-
enceaday after Modi'svisit to
Russia and Austria conclud-
ed, Garcetti said he knew
know India and he respected
that India likes its strategic
autonomy, but in times of
conflict, there is no such
thing as strategic autonomy.
“We will in crisis mo-
ments need to know each oth-
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Modi's hug of Putin on Monday, around the time Russia allegedly
hombed a children's hospital in Kyiv, sparked a wave of outrage in West

er. I don't care what title we
put to it, but we will need to
know that we are trusted
friends, brothers and sisters,
and colleagues in times of
need,” said the ambassador,
“It's important for us as
Americans and as Indians to
remember the more we put in-
to this relationship, the more
we will get out. The more we
insiston a kind of cynical cal-
culation in the place of atrust-
ed relationship, the less we

will get...As | also remind my
Indian friends, while it is
wider and it is deeper than it's
ever been, it is not vet deep
enough... that if we take it for
granted from the Indian side
towards America... I'll fighta
lot of defence battles trying to
help this relationship ahead,”
added Garcetti.

Modi’s hug of Putin on
Monday, around the time Rus-
sia was alleged to have
bombed a children’s hospital

in Kyiv, sparked a wave of out-
rage in the West. While the US
expressed concern sayving it
would closely follow what Mo-
di was going to tell Putin in his
public remarks, Ukraine Pres-
ident Zelenskyy launched an
attack on the PM saving his
embrace of “a bloody crimi-
nal” was a devastating blow to
peace efforts. The US urged
Modi to ask Putin to respect
Ukraine'sterritorial integrity.

Modi did seek to address
the angerinthe Westthenext
day by publicly telling Putin
he found killing of children
hearthreaking and that the
Ukraine conflict was not go-
ing to be resolved on the bat-
tlefield. What made Modi's 2-
day engagement worse for
some of the Western coun-
tries was that it came close
on the heels of India’s refus-
al to endorse a joint declara-
tion at the Switzerland peace
summit which said Uk-
raine’s territorial integrity
must form the basis for any
PEACE Process.

India has held that any ef-
fort for enduring peace must
involve both sides.

3 arrested in UP’s Shravasti for
forcing Dalit minor to drink urine

Explosion near
LoC amid search
for Kathua
ambush terrorists :

Sanjay Khajuria | n

Jammu: The Jammu region of
J&K continued to grapple with

terrorism-related activities as
anexplosion was reported near :
the LoC in Rajouri district late :
Wednesday night, while search :
operations in the dense forests :
and upper reaches of Kathua- :
: events. He was on his way

Udhampur-Doda stretch per-

sisted into their fourth day :
Thursday, targeting the terro- :

rists responsible for Monday’s

fatalambush onatwo-truckmi- :
litary patrol in Machediof Kat- :

huadistrict.
Regarding the Rajouri
blast, an official source said;

“The blast occurred close tothe

zero line, and a suspicious mo-
vement was spotted. A search

operation hasbeenlaunchedin :

the area torule out any infiltra-
tion attempt from across the
border.” Additional troops we-
re deploved to assist the search
operations across Kathua, Ud-
hampur, and Doda distriets fol-
lowing the ambush that claimed
the lives of five soldiers from 22
Garhwal Rifles. Since June 9, Do-
da has seen three terrorist-lin-
ked gunfights, while Kathua and
Udhampur have each experien-
ced two until July 10. “Special
Forces and sniffer dog units of
the Army are also part of the se-
arch teams,” the source said. Ho-
wever, no terrorists involved in
the ambush have been captured
or Killed yet.

“Since the ambush on an
Army patrol, around 60 people
have been detained for questio-
ning, including three suspec-
ted of providing food and shel-
ter to the terrorists,” an official
said. “One of those detained is
a woman who cooked food and
gave it to a person suspected to
be aconduit.”

Authorities have warned
people against providing shel-
ter, food, or aiding the terro-
rists in hiding and navigating
the area undetected.

Times NEws NETWORK

: Lucknow:
: were arrested on Thursday

: for forcing a Dalit minor to

: drink urine two days ago in
UP’s Shravasti district,

lv 15 vears old, works as a

mixers and audio systems
at social and cultural

home after work on Tues-
day night when he was ac-
. costed by the trio — Kishan
Tiwari, Dilip Mishra and

in an inebriated state.

: According to police, Di-
. lip Mishra urinated in a li-
guor bottle, while Satvam
: and Kishan pinned the boy
: down and forced the bottle
into his mouth.

Three vyouths

The victim, who is bare-

technician, setting sound

Satvam Tiwari — who were

According to
police, Dilip Mishra
urinated in a liquor
bottle, while
Satyam and Kishan
pinned the
15-year-old boy
down and forced
the bottle into

his mouth

The accused were alle-
gedly peeved over the boy's
family charging them extra
for an audio system they
had installed for a function
at their house, police said.

The accused also mishe-
haved with the minor and
thrashed him, and one of
them shot a video of the en-
tire incident, said Gilaula
police station SHO Mahi-

manath Upadhyay.

Humiliated and feeling
ashamed, the boy reached
home and narrated the or-
deal to his elder brother
Next day, his parents and
brother lodged a police
complaint.

Police conducted a pre-
liminary probe and arres-
ted the accused based oney-
ewitness accounts and the
video circulating on social
media.

According to police so-
urces, the accused claimed
the boy and his familyran a
DJ in the village, and char-
ged a hefty amount. During
a function, the victim had
stopped the DJ citing lack
of fuel in the generator,
which had further fuelled
the animosity between
them, the sources said.

Spurned man
kills his
wife’s parents

Tines NEws NETWORK

Hyderabad: A spurned hus-
band who sneaked into his
wite's home to Kill her for de-
serting him ended up murde-
ring her parents who tried to
stop him in a village in Te-
lengana’s Warangal on Wed-
nesday night. His wife, Deepi-
ka (19), received stab wounds
in the hands, and her brother
suffered a minor slash on his
neck, Police nabbed the accu-
sed, Mekkala Nagaraju, an
auto driver, on Thursday Na-
gzaraju and Deepika had elo-
ped and married in Nov last
vear after her parents objec-
ted to their inter-community
union. Nagaraju is a SC and
Deepika a tribal. The cou-
ple's romance had bloomed
after Deepika met him as a
passenger in hisauto,

After the marriage they
shifted to Hvderabad, but
within two months Deepika
had a change of heart and
left Nagaraju. He had been
upset since then, police said.

On Wednesday night, De-
epika’'s father Banothu Sri-
nu (48), and mother Suguna
(42), sleeping outside their
house in Chinnaraopet villa-
e, woke up with a start fin-
ding Nagaraju looking for
Deepika with a long knife in
his hand. A scuffle ensued
and Nagaraju hacked the co-
uple multiple times.

HC orders J&K
to protect
Hindu shrines

Srinagar: Jammu and
Kashmir high court on
Thursday ordered the UT ad-
ministration to protect Hin-
du temples left unattended
after the community’s ex-
odus from Kashmir valley in
the 1990s, in order to help pre-
serve their cultural heritage.
Hearing a petition by a gro-
upof Kashmiri Pandits, who
expressed concern about the
neglected state of Hindu
shrines, the high court emp-
hasized the state’s responsi-
bility to safeguard these his-
torical sites. The court man-
dated Ganderbal district ma-
gistrate to take immediate
action to secure and mainta-
in two particular sites, Ast-
hapan Devraj Bharav and
Vidhushe temples. tun

- Maha asks Pune collector for
legal action against Puja’s dad

Times NEws NETWORK

Pune: The Maharashira gene-
ral administration department
(GAD) had asked Pune district
collector Suhas Diwase on July
8 to initiate “appropriate legal
action” against controversial
probationary IAS officer Puja
Khedkar's father; Dilip, a reti-
red state govt officer; over his
“objectionable conduct” at his
daughter's workplace. A letter
sent to Diwase, signed by GAD
joint secretary SM Mahadik,
referred to the collector’s re-
portof June 24 to the additional
chief secretary (services) that
mentioned Puja Khedkar’s con-
duct in seeking special privile-
ges, which were not allowed to
an IAS probationary officer,
and her use of a beacon light
with ‘Maharashira govt’ plate
onaprivate car,

Diwase’s report also men-
tioned that her father Dilip
Khedkar accompanied her to
her workplace on June 12 and
13 after she was appointed as

assistant collector at the Pune
collector’s office on June 3.

The report mentioned that
Dilip Khedkar asked officials
at the collectorate to provide
an office equipped with an at-
tached restroom to his daugh-
ter. He even reprimanded the
officials for not having his
daughter’s office adeguately
prepared prior to her arrival.

Puja's father insisted on in-
stallation of superior electri-
cal fittings and instructed so-
me officials to “not go home™
until the work was completed.
He even alleged that the offici-
als had unnecessarily troub-
led his daughter at her work-
place by not acceding to her de-
mands, the report stated.

The GAD letter noted that
the collector’s report mentio-
ned Dilip Khedkar’s conduct
as “objectionable” and “liable
foraction.” “Assuch, at vourle-
vel, appropriatelegal action be
taken and a compliance report
be submitted regarding the
same,” the GAD joint secreta-

ry's letter instructed the col-
lector:

Maharashtra chief secre-
tary Sujata Saunik told TOI,
“The govt's letter to Pune col-
lector is aimed at securing ac-
tion on the latter's report vis-a-
vis the father's conduct.”

A seniorofficer at Punedis-
trict collectorate, who did not
wish to be named, said, “We
are examining how to proceed
with appropriate legal action
as sought by GAD.”

When asked about legal ac-
tion being contemplated by the
Pune collector against him, Di-
lip Khedkar told TOI, “The
facts are totally different from
what is coming out in public.
Pune collector has submitted
false reports to suppress the
truth and is trying to misguide
authorities. I wonder how the
collector’s report reached the
media. He is responsible for
this and strict action should be
initiated against him as it has
hampered the public image of
Puja and the state govt.”

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

Nelghbours name and shame 4
PIOs in Princeton trafficking case

Sushil.Rao@timesofindia.com

Hyvderabad: Neighbours of a
house in a Princeton, Texas,
street that is at thecentreof an
alleged human trafficking
racket run by people of Indian
origin have put up a poster be-
aring photographs of four
PI(s — including three Telu-
o11s — that asks residents to be
wary of human traffickers
and “forced labour” rackete-
ers in their neighbourhoods.

The poster; which bears the
message “Be careful neighbo-
urs! Human labour trafficking
happened in OUR neighbour-
hood at the 1000 block of Gins-
burg Lane (sic)” and photog-
raphs of the four accused —
Santosh Katkoori, his wife
Dwaraka Gunda, Chandan Da-
sireddy and Anil Male — was
pasted on a wall in a public pla-
ce in Ginsburg Lane, Prince-
ton. Katkoori and Dwarakare-
gside in Mattie Grey Lane in
Melissa, while Male is a resi-
dent of Prosper, a suburh.

The neighbours also repro-
duced on the poster a Prince-

The neighbours also
reproduced on the
poster a Princeton
police press note
regarding the arrests
of the accused

ton police press note regar-
ding the arrests of the accu-
sed. OnJuly 8, thefouraccused
were charged with human
trafficking and second-degree
felony and 15 women were re-
scued from the Ginsburg Lane
house. Police are continuing
their investigation, which be-
gan in March.

Local media outlets. quo-
ting the probable cause affida-
vit filed in court by police, said
Katkoori, Gunda and Dasired-
dy were mentioned as Indian
nationals, while there was no
update on Male’s nationality,
The Princeton police depart-
ment announced thearrestsin
apressnote issued July 8.

As per the arrest warrant,
on March 13 at 2.51 pm, a pest
control company contacted the
Princeton police department

after its technician, who went
to the Ginsburg Lane home to
check on bedbugs, saw suspi-
cious conditions in the house.
The technician reported to poli-
ce that he saw 15 women in the
home and that there were only
folding tables, suiltcases, and an
air-mattress. He told the cops
that there was no other furnitu-
re and that all the women were
sleeping on the floors.

Following this tip-off, poli-
ce, after getting a warrant sig-
ned by a judge at 4.51 pm the
same day, arrived to search the
Ginsburg Lane home.

On March 14, at 3.01 pm, a
judge gave the go-ahead to po-
lice to search the Katkooriho-
me in Melissa. Local media
outlets said Katkoori himself
answered when police knock-
ed the door and later referred
his attorney Jeremy Rosen-
thal to the police. Denying
Katkoori’s role in human
trafficking. Rosenthal said
police had not provided any
cluesor proof thatthe women
were coerced or pushed into
any forced labour scheme.

Accel

PUBLIC NOTICE

Fraudulent Apps and Schemes

This caufion nolice is being addressed on
behalf of our Client, Accel Holdings LLC,
which operates in the venture
capitalfinancial services sector

The general public is hereby cautionad
that certain unknown individuals and
agencies have been trying to mislead the
public by posing as representatives of our
ClientfAccel through various maobile
applications, and WhaisApp groups
These individuals are soliciing invest-
ments under the prelext of being
associated with our Client/Acce! by
fraudutently using the Accel rademark and
impersonating Accel employees,

We wish to caution the general public that
our Client/Accel has never authorized any
person or agency fo solicit investments or
caollect funds on our Client's behalf through
any onfine platforms, including WhatsApp
groups and does not sakicit money from the
pubfic

Please be advised that any person willingly
comresponding with such individuals and
agencies in any manner whalsoever will be
doing 50 at their own risk, as to costs and
COMSEqUENCES.

We wish to inform you that our Clent has
mitiated legal proceedings against these
individuals and agencies, and reserves the
right to initiate any further legal action
against all individuals involved in such
fraudutent activity,

Krutika Raghavan Associates
on behalf of Accel Holdings LLC

Krutika Raghavan Associates,
#316, Raheja Chambers, Museum Road,
Bangalore, Karnataka- 560001
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“» Saraswat

Bank

(Scheduled Bank)

Saraswat Co-operative Bank Ltd.

Registered Office: Ekanath Thakur Bhavan,
953, Appasaheb Marathe Marg, Prabhadevi, Mumbai 400 025.

NOTICE: 106" ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

(East), Mumbai
the Bank:-

31" March, 2024.

31" March, 2024.

3 Toapprove

Directors

P.S.:

Mumbai, June 28, 2024

Note: Ifthere is no quorum for the Meeting at the appointed time, in terms
of Bye-law No. 48, the Meeting shall stand adjourned to 5.00 p.m. on the
same day and the Agenda of the Meeting shall be transacted at the same
venue irrespective of the Rule of Quorum.,

The Annual

AGENDA

Notice is hereby given that the 106" Annual General Meeting of the Bank
will be held on Saturday, 27" July 2024 at 4.00 p.m. at Pracharya
B. N. Vaidya Sabhagrah, Raja Shivaji Vidyasankul, Hindu Colony, Dadar
— 400 014 to transact the following business concerning

1 To consider and approve the Annual Accounts which consist of the
Report of the Board of Directors, the Report of the Statutory Auditors,
the Balance Sheet and the Profit and Loss Account for the year ended

2 To appropriate Net Profit and declare Dividend on Equity Shares and
Dividend on Perpetual Non Cumulative Preference Shares (PNCPS)
as recommended by the Board of Directors for the year ended

a. Amendments to Bank's Bye-law Nos. 4, 55A, 58,61, 64A
b. Addition of New Bye-law Nos. 6(E)(i), 24A, 75

4 To appoint Statutory Auditors for the Financial Year 2024-25 and to

authorize the Board of Directors to fix their remuneration. The Board of
recommends M/s Gokhale & Sathe,
Accountants, 304/308/309, Udyog Mandir No. 1, 7-C, Bhagoji Keer
Marg, Mahim, Mumbai — 400 016 & M/s
Chartered Accountants, Suite 102, Orchard, Dr. Pai Marg, Baner,
Pune—411045, for appointment as Statutory Auditors.

Chartered

P. G. Bhagwat LLP,

5 To grant Leave of Absence to the members of the Bank who have
not attended this 106" Annual General Meeting.

By Order of the Board of Directors.

sd/-
Arti Patil

Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer

Report is available on
www.saraswatbank.com. Members, desirous of having a printed copy,
are requested to collect the same from the nearest branch / Zonal Office
or from the Registered Office of the Bank.

Bank's website

Members are requested to bring valid photo identity proof at the time of
attending Annual General Meeting for security purpose.
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Second ex-president of J&

bar body held within 3 weeks

Booked Under PSA, Ronga Is A Member Of Mirwaiz Umar Farooq’s Outfit

Saleem.Pandit
@timesofindia.com

Srinagar: Senior advocate
and ad hoc chairman of J&K
High Court Bar Association
(HCBA) Nazir Ahmad Ronga
was arrested early Thursday
from his home in Nishat area
of Srinagar, according to his
family. He was charged under
public safety act (PSA),
which allows authorities to
detain a person without trial
foruptoayear
“Atl.10am,acontingentof
J&K Police arrived at our ho-
me without any arrest war-
rant, merely stating, ‘It's an
order from above’ (“uper se
order hai”). We are left in a
state of shock and profound
distress...,” his lawyer son
Umair Ronga posted on X, He
also posted two videos sho-
wing uniformed personnel
takingaway hisfather.
Ronga, 75 is a member of
Mirwaiz Umar Faroog's Awa-
mi Action Committee, a cons-

Ronga's arrest came a day after the
bar association issued a notice for
elections of office bearers. J&K
administration had not allowed
HCBA to conduct elections in the
past five years due to Covid and
fear of a law and order situation

tituentof the separatist Hurri-
vat Conference. Ronga, a for-
mer president of the bar asso-
ciation, is the second
ex-president 1o be arrested af-
ter Mian Abdul Qavoom Bhat
was taken into custody on Ju-
ne 25 for an alleged conspiracy
leading to the fatal terrorist at-
tack on lawver Babar Gadri in
2020. Bhat, who is now in his la-
te 70s, had authored the consti-
fution of Hurrivat Conferen-
ce's Syed Ali Shah Geelani fac-
tion in 1993. His son-in-law Ja-
ved Ighal Wani isa serving HC
judge. Bhat has been inand ot
of jail several times.

Ronga's family said he has

been shifted to Kot Bhalwal
jail in Jammu, about 250km
from Srinagar. The admini-
stration has not issued any
statement on his arresi. In
Oct 2021, police searched
Ronga's home in cases alle-
gedly involving his son, follo-
wingaccusationsof irregula-
rities in three private compa-
nies registered in his name.
Ronga’s arrestcame a day
after the bar association issu-
ed a notice for elections of of-
fice bearers. J&K administra-
tion had not allowed HCBA to
conduct elections in the past
five yvears due to the pande-
mic and fear of a law and or-

 Collegium picked competent
persons from deprived sections

P Continued from page 1

ustice Mahadevan belongs
to the backward class and
the CJl-led collegium has
eptits promise to give repre-
sentation among judges in
constitutional courts to com-
petent persons belonging to
deprived sections of society
Justice Tashi Rabstan, the se-
nior-most judege in J&K HC,
has been re-
commended
for appoint-
ment as CJ of
Meghalaya.
Justice Rabs-
tan, a Budd-
hist, would be the first judge
from Ladakh to become chi-
ef justice of a HC. He will fill
the post after the retirement
of incumbent CJ § Vaidya-
nathan.

In the appointment of
CJs to various high courts,
Delhi got the lion’s share as
three of its judges were re-
commended for the highest
judicial posts in the states.

Acting CJ of Delhi HC,
Manmohan, is recommen-
ded for appointment as regu-

Judge recuses from Sisodia bail hearing

New Delhi: Supreme Court judge Justice Sanjay Kumaron
Thursday recused himself from hearing AAP leader Manish
Sisodia's pleas seeking bail in corruption and money-laundering
cases related to the Delhi excise policy.

As soon as the case came up for hearing, Justice Sanjiv
Khanna who was heading the bench and sitting with Justices
Sanjay Karol and Sanjay Kumar, said that the case would be heard
by another bench in which Justice Kumaris not a part.

Senior advocate Abhishek Manu Singhvi, appearing for
Sisodia, requested the bench to list the matter urgently, as the
leader was languishing in jail and the trial was yet to commence.
The bench said another bench will take it up on July 15. Tnw

lar CJ of the same HC. Justi-
ce Rajiv Shakdher has been
recommended for appoint-
ment as CJ of Himachal Pra-
desh and Justice Suresh Ka-
it, who belongs to the Dalit
community, is recommen-
ded to head the J&K HC,
which post would fall vacant
after Justice N K Singh's ap-
pointmentasaSC judge.
The collegium recoms-
mended transfer of Justice
M S Ramachandra Rao, CJof
Himachal Pradesh HC, as CJ
of Jharkhand, the post
which will fall vacant after
retirement of Justice BR Sa-

rangi on July 19. The vacant
post of Himachal CJ would
befilled by Justice Shakdher
from Delhi HC.

The senior-most judge in
Punjab and Haryvana HC, Jus-
tice GG S Sandhawalia, has be-
en recommended to head
Madhva Pradesh HC. His fat-
her Justice S 8§ Sandhawalia
had retired as CJ of Patna on
July 27,1987, The collegiumal-
so recommended appoint-
ment of Justices Nitin Jam-
dar and K R Shriram, both
from Bombay HC, as chief
justices of Kerala HC and
Madras HC respectively:

der situation. In 2020, the
then district magistrate of
Srinagar had sought an ex-
planation from the bar regar-
ding its constitution.

In July this year, HCBA
dropped the paragraph from
its constitution that called for
“working towards a peaceful
settlement of the Kashmir
dispute.” The bar was now
preparing for elections befo-
re July 31. Mirwaiz Umar Fa-
roog denounced Ronga's ar-
rest; “Toarrest him in such a
manner in the middle of the
night even without a warrant
is highly regrettable. Besi-
des, Rongasahabisanelderly
personand not keeping well.”

PDP president Mehbooba
Mufti slammed the arrest.
“...GOI {(govt of India) hasn't
only failed to end militancy
but is venting its frustration
by launching a vicious crack-
down on helpless Kashmiris.
Narzir Ronga is the latest vic-
tim of its oppressive ac-
tions,” she posted on X.

‘Weare worried

about the
liberty aspect’

» Continued from page 1

F ‘ The benchsaid such a prac-
tice conld not be allowed

_as it was about liberty
“The HC passed the order in a
very casual manner. It stayed
the bail order and the case was
thereafter heard after one year:
The court did not bother tolook
into the case during the period
and he kept languishing in ja-
il,” it said. The bench reserved
its order but Hossain urged the
courttogrant himat least10mi-
muteson Fridaytoargue the ca-
se on behalf of ED asany order
passed by the apex court would
have ramifications in other ca-
ses too, He said the prosecution
was not at fault for the delay.

“We are worried about the
liberty aspect, A person hasto
languish for one year in jail af-
ter bail was granted,” the
bench said, allowing Hossain
to place case laws before the
bench on the issue.

The court was hearing a
plea filed by one Parvinder
Singh Khurana who was gran-
ted bail by the trial court in a
PMLA caseon Junel7 last year
but the HC stayed the order.

Non-payment of arrears to judicial
officers: SC summons state top babus

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Riled by non-
compliance of orders to dis-
burse arrears of pay and allo-
wances to judicial officers de-
spite seven opportunities, Su-
preme Court on Thursday or-
dered chief secretaries and
finance secretaries of 20 states
to remain present in court on
Aug 23 and warned, “if dues
were not paid by Aug 20, mar-
ching orders will be 1ssued”.
Thisorderwaspassedbyva
bench of Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud and Justices J
B Pardiwala and Manoj Mis-
ra after amicus curiae K Pa-
rameshwar gave state-wise
details of non-compliance of
the SC’s order on Jan 18 last
year directing all states/UTs
to pay all arrears of pay and

-"-I‘l. Tl =1

COMPLIANCE CLUB: Only

Y

Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra,

Bihar, Telangana and Uttarakhand have complied with the SC's directions

allowances to judicial offi-
cers latest by June 30, 2023.
Parameshwar said the SC
had subsequently onsixocca-
sionsacceded tothe state’sre-
guest for more time to pay up
all arrears related to pay, allo-
wances and pension as deter-
mined by the Second Natio-
nal Judicial Pay Commission

(SNJP), whose recommenda-
tions were comparable to the
pay scales fixed under Se-
venth Pay Commission in
2016 for govt employees,
Noticing the differential
treatment given by states toju-
dicial officers as compared to
their own emplovees, the CJI-
led bench said, “Weare usually

circumspect in seeking perso-
nal presence of administrati-
ve officers (bureaucrats), who
have received higher pay and
allowances since 2016. But we
areconstrained toseek the per-
sonal presence of the chief se-
cretaries and finance secreta-
ries as repeated opportunities
to pay up the arrears have fal-
len on deaf ears. The judicial
officers have not been paid the-
ir arrears of pay and allowan-
cesfor the last eight years.”
“The chief secretaries
and finance secretaries will
remain present with compli-
ance affidavits on Aug 23
otherwise we will send them
marching from here,” the CJI
warned, Only Uttar Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Bi-
har, Telangana and Uttarak-
hand have complied with the
SC'sdirections.

K  Monsoon defic
rains predicted al

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Overall monso-
on rainfall ended June with
11% deficit, turned to sur-
plus during July 5-10, but on-
ce again fell into negative zo-
ne by reporting 2.3% less
than normal cumulative (Ju-
ne 1-July 11) rainfall as on
Thursday.

This deficit will, however,
soon be recovered as the TMD
predicted “widespread rain-
fall with heavy to very heavy
falls” along the West Coast
and heavy spell over central,
east &northeast India till July
17. “Heavy to very heavy rain-
fall is likely over Konkan &
Goa, Madhya Maharashtra
and Coastal Karnataka du-
ring July12-15," it said in its fo-
recast on Thursday:

The current overall defi-
cit of 2.3% is mainly due to
7.5% of less than normal ra-
infall in eentral India and
4.5% of deficit rainfall in

Bollards obstructing access
to footpath ins

Rosy.Sequeira@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Bombay high
court on Wed frowned at
BMC over the “insensitive”
manner in which bollards
are placed on footpaths in
Mumbai, blocking access to
disabled persons using
wheelchairs.

“How can anyone on this
earth be this insensitive?”
asked Chief Justice Deven-
dra Kumar Upadhyayva and
Justice Amit Borkar while
hearing a suo motu PIL initi-
ated on a letter by Shivaji
Park-resident Karan Shah
(25)whohas spinal muscular
atrophy since birth. In Feb,
BMC said it will rectify de-
fects within three months.

To the judge’'s query
about its progress, senior ad-
vocate Anil Singh said “al-
most all bollards causing ob-
struction are removed”, But
amicus curiae advocate
Jamshed Mistry said the
statement 1s incorrect, He
submitted three photo-
graphs showing how bol-
lards are placed on footpaths
sothatadisabled personona
wheelchair cannot cross it.
Also, a photograph showed
“the condition of the foot-
path was not so friendly for
use by disabled persons”.

Singh said these bollards
were also removed, but

=

MONSOON MOJO: ‘Heavy to very heavy rainfall is likely over Konkan

& Goa, Madhya Maharashtra and Coastal Karnataka during July 12-15,
the Met department said in its forecast on Thursday

east & northeast India. Sur-
plus rainfall of 8.6% in pe-
ninsular India and 1.4% in
northwest India has, howe-
ver, not only reduced the co-
untrywide deficit to 2.3% but
also improved the water sto-
rage situation in reservoirs

Court was hearing a suo moftu PIL
by Shivaji Park-resident Karan Shah
(in pic) stating difficulties he faced
due to bollards on footpaths

agreed that “this should not
happen”. The judges then
showed a picture of Karan's
wheelchair obstructed by
two bollards. Questioning
the insensitivity, the judges
said bollards are put for the
benefit of people. “See what
is happening,” the CJ said.

Mistry said BMC “may
take another month™, but
must remove all obstructive
bollards. "This is what the
court and the disability sec-
tor wants. We don’t want to
come back and say it was not
done...,” headded.

The judges rapped the
state govt for not filling va-
cancies of non-officio mem-

in these regions.

As aresult, live water sto-
rage available in 150 key re-
servoirs increased to 22% of
total live storage capacity of
these reservoirs on July 4
from 20% on June 27. “*Water
storage situation will gradu-

bers in the State Advisory
Board, set up under Persons
with Disabilities (PWD) Act,
2016, which isnon-functional
for four years. They said the
govt's "apathy” cannot beap-
preciated. The judges ex-
plained that the board not
only discharges functions in
the realm of policy-making,
but also reviews and coordi-
nates activities of all state
and non-governmental orga-
nisations dealing with PWID-
related matters. “It is a man-
date of Parliament. Will
yvou (govt) not follow the
mandate of Parliament?,”
the CJ asked.

State’'s advocate Abhay
Patki submitted an affidavit
of the secretary, Persons
With Disabilities Welfare
Department (PWDWD). It
stated that the board was
constituted 1in Feb 2018, In
March 2020, the appoint-
ment of non-officio mem-
bers was withdrawn. Pro-
posals were sent to the govt
in Dec 2022 and July 2023, but
the matter is pending. The
judges said there is noexpla-
nation why the appoint-
ments could not be made.
Thev directed the additional
chief secretary/principal
secretary/secretary,
PWDWD to inform on Thurs
by when “constitution of the
Board shall be completed”.

New ministers vie for prime
bungalows in Lutyens’ Delhi

Dipak.Dash@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: With a fresh co-
hort of ministers in the new
govt at the Centre. a few add-
ressesin Lutyens’ Delhi have
become highly sought-after,
At least four senior mini-
sters, including a former chi-
ef minister and a key allian-
ce partner of NDA, have pit-
ched for allotment of a parti-
cular bungalow on Akbar
Road, which was allotted toa
minister, who is not part of
the Modicabinet this time.
Another such bungalow is
on Safdarjung Road which
was allotted to a former mini-
ster who lost the election. The
address is quite high profile.
Some of the members in
the new council of mini-
sters, including an alliance
partner in Bihar, have requ-

ested for allotment of bunga-
lows on Sunehri Bagh,
which have been vacated by
two former ministers.

Some ministers have also
vigited the bungalows before
putting their request to the
housing and urban affairs
ministry.

Sprawling  bungalows
andtheones with better inte-
riorsare inhighdemand. All
cabinet ministers are eligib-
le for the top category of
bungalows known as Type-
VIII. The housing and urban
affairs ministry, which ma-
nages accommodations un-
der ‘General Pool’ category,
allocates accommeodation to
all ministers in the Lutyens’
Bungalow Zone (LBZ).

Sourcessaid the requests
of ministersforallocationof
bungalows will be taken so-

on after assessing the likely
vacation of accommeodation
by the former ministers. The
requests were referred to
Union home minister Amit
Shah on Thursday, who he-
ads the Cabinet Committee
of Accommeodation.

S0 far, only a few former
ministers have vacated their
official accommodation and
others are likely to follow su-
it inthe nextfew dayvs, a sour-
ce said. Last month, the hou-
sing ministry had written to
around 50 former Union mi-
nisters and MPs to vacate
their official accommoda-
tion. As per rules, former mi-
nistersand MPsarerequired
to move out of govt accom-
modations within a month
after they lose ministerial
berth or membership of eit-
her House of Parliament.

3l states/UT have achieved
population replacement rate

WHERE STATES STAND

make way

Rajib Dutta| tvn

Dibrugarh: The removal of
a Mahatma Gandhi statue to
make way for the construc-
tion of a clock tower has led
to major protests in Doom-
dooma, a town In Assam's
Tinsukia district. The 5.5-
feet tall statue, which stood
at Gandhi Chowk in the town
for several vears, was re-
moved on Wednesday using
an excavator crane.

Former Congress MLA
from Doomdooma, Durga
Bhumij, spearheaded the pro-
test. He said, “We won't allow
the clock tower to be built in
place of the statue of the Fa-
ther of the Nation. They can
construct the clock tower any-
where else, but Gandhi’s stat-
ue should remain in
its original place. It is an in-
sult to him. Sentiments of the
people have been hurt.”

Following a public back-
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Following a puhiic ﬁry in Assam'ﬁ Dunmma -

town, BJP MLA Rupesh Gowala assured that a statue
taller than the original will be erected at the site
within six months, in addition to the clock tower

lash, BJP MLA from Doom-
dooma Rupesh Gowala on
Thursday assured that a
new and taller statue (6.5-feet)
of the Mahatma would be con-
structed at the original site
within six months.

However, despite the as-
surance of a new statue, resi-

dents expressed displeasure
over the clock tower coexist-
ing with the statue. Concerns
have been raised regarding
the symbolic significance of
placing the Gandhi statue be-
neath the clock tower, consid-
ered emblematic of British
colonial heritage,

DurgeshNandan.Jha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Thirty-one outof
36 states and Union Territo-
ries in the country have
achieved the replacement
level of fertility of 2.1, the av-
eragenumber of children per
woman needed to maintain a
stable population size. Only
five states — Bihar, Uttar Pra-
desh, Jharkhand, Meghalaya
and Manipur — continued to
have a higher than desired re-
placement level of fertility,
covtdata showed,

On World Population Day
on Thursday, health minister
J P Nadda and minister of
state for health Anupriva Pa-
tel said targeted steps would
be taken in states with high
Total Fertility Rate (TFR), or
children per woman. “The
goal of Viksit Bharat (devel-
oped India) can only be
achieved when the health of

High rate

Low rate
Sikkim [N 1.1

Goa N 1.35

Ladakh [ 1.35
Lakshadweep [N 1.38
Chandigarh [N 1.39

Total Fertility Rate (children per woman)

Bihar I
Meghalaya [N 2.0
UP I -
Jharkhand [ 2.3
Manipur [ 2.2

v

India’s families is maintained
which can be achieved by
smaller families,” Nadda said.

Patel said more than 65%
of India’s population was in
the reproductive age group
which made it pertinent to

ensure that they were provid-
ed with choices and not bur-
dened with unplanned family
crowth. Highlighting the ex-
pansion of the family plan-
ning programme, she said,
“While earlier it used to be a

two-phased programme, it
has now been expanded to
three phases: preparatory
phase, community participa-
tion and service delivery.”

Patel said seven decades of
family programme activities
had shown results where 31 of
36 states/UTs had reached re-
placement level of TFR. She
encouraged Uttar Pradesh , Bi-
har, Jharkhand, Meghalaya
and Manipur to take up con-
certed activities to bring down
TFR. “It is also encouraging to
note that acceptance of mod-
ern contraceptives in the
country has inereased to over
56%," she said.

In 1950, India had a TFR of
6.18 which reduced to 4.6 in
1980. In 2021, TFR reduced fur-
ther to 1.91 which is below the
replacement level needed to
maintain a stable population
size. Recently a study
claimed that by 2050, India’s
TFR will reduce to1.29.

it shrinks to 2.3% with heavy
ong West Coast, central India
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ally improve as the remai-
ning period of the monsoon
season is expected to recelve
fairly good rainfall,” said an
official of the Central Water
Commission.

Goodrainsinthe last fort-
night in several parts of the
country also helped speed up
the ongoing sowing opera-
tions of Kharif crops inclu-
ding pulses, oilseeds, cotton
and paddy. It brought the ove-
rall acreage as on July 5 to
the level which was 14% mo-
re than the corresponding
period last vear.

Data shows that the acre-
age of Kharif crops ason Ju-
ne 28 this year was 59 lakh
hectares (over 32%) more
than the corresponding pe-
riod of last vear despite the
month reported bigger rain-
fall deficit this year compa-
red to 2023. It happened due
to focus onsowing of less wa-
ter-consuming crops such as
pulses and oilseeds.

.~ Airline crew held
 for slapping CISF

personnel at
Jaipur airport

Times News NETWORK

Jaipur: A female crew
member of a private airline
was arrested at Jaipur air-
port on Thursday morning
after a CISF assistant sub-
inspector (ASI) lodged a po-
lice complaint alleging she
slapped him when he asked
her for security screening.
The woman also lodged a co-
unter complaint of sexual
harassment against the
ASI, and the airline backed
its employee.

The scuffle took place
when the woman was ente-
ring the airport along with
other staffers around 4am
and was stopped by the ASI,
whosaidshedidnothaveva-
lid permission to use that
gate. The ASI reportedly as-
ked her to undergo scree-
ning, but no female CISF
personnel were available at
the gate at that time, While
the ASI called for a female
personnel for the security
check, the areument had al-

ready escalated.
Alrport police station
SHO Moti Lal told TOI that

the woman was arrested un-
der Bharativa Nyaya San-
hita (BNS) sections 121(1) {vo-
luntarily causing hurt or gri-
evous hurt to deter a public
servant from his duty) and
132 (assault or criminal force
to deter a public servant).
DCP (East) Kavendra
Singh Sagar said the ASI
was booked under BNS sec-
tion 75 (sexual harassment)
on the woman's counter
complaint. Supporting its
crew member, the airline, in
a statement, said she was
subjected to “inappropriate
and unacceptable language
by the CISF personnel, in-
cluding asking her to come
and meet him after his dutv
hoursat his home"”.

Saharanpur SDM
gets threat calls
for ‘not clearing
file’, files plaint

Krishna Chaudhary |Tun

Meerut: The sub-divisio-
nal magistrate (SDM) of
Nakur town in Saharanpur
filed a police complaint on
Wednesday after she recei-
ved two threat calls alleged-
Iy trom the personal assi-
stant (PA) of a politician
(name not disclosed by the
SDM). The caller allegedly
abused her and threatened
dire conseguences for “not
completing atask”.

SDM Sangeeta Raghav
told TOI, “The caller, San-
jay Singh(asshownonacal-
ler 1D app), called me on Sa-
turday evening asking me
to do a task that doesn’t fall
under my jurisdiction. I in-
formed him that | had writ-
ten three letters to the de-
partment concerned and
the work was in process, He
called on behalf of one Ha-
rendra Singh, who wanted
to shift an electricity trans-
former in his village Bhin-
pur. Thefile hasreached the
electricity board and is in
process. Despite this, San-
jay began abusing me and
threatened to harm me. He
repeated this behaviour on
Tuesday when he called
while I was In a meeting
with my staff.”

“I politely asked him not
toabuseme, reminding him
hewasspeakingtoawoman
civil servant, but he persis-
ted. I recorded his call, pro-
vided the recordings to the
police and filed a complaint
at Nakur station.”
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Government of India
Airports Economic Regulatory Authority of India
3™ Floor, Udaan Bhawan, Safdarjung Airport,
New Delhi-110003

Invitation of applications for Engagement of Office Support Professional
(Secretarial Personal Assistant) on contract basis in Airporis Ecomomic
Regulatory Authority of India

Airports Economic Regulatory Authority of India proposes to hire one (01)
| Office Support Professional (Secretarial Personal Assistant) on contract basis.
| The number of vacancies may vary as per the requirement. Candidate with
| requisite qualification and experience as prescribed would be hired as Office
! Support Professional. The interested candidates must indicate the post for which

| they applied.

[ 2. Airports Economic Regulatory Authority of India invites applications from
| eligible candidates as Office Support Professional. The details including
| eligibility criteria, Terms & Conditions etc. are available on the AERA's website:
| www.gera gov.in Last date of receipt of application is 01.08.2024 upto 5.30 P.M.
Applications received after due date and time will not be considered.

Deputy Chief
Airports Economic Regulatory Authority of India, 3™ Floor, Udsan Bhawan,

Safdarjung Airport, New Delhi - 110003
Jusg CBC 03112/12/0002/2425

k™| ICAR-INDIAN VETERINARY RESEARCH INSTITUTE

HEBBAL :: BENGALURU - 560 024.
Tel: 080-23412835

File No. 2-DBT's NER/2023 Dated: 10.07.2024
Advertisement for walk in interview for the post of Junior Research
Fallow (JRF) in DBT Sponsered Project- Walk in Interview
Applications are invited from the Indian citizens for filling up the post of
Junior research Fellow (JRF) for a Period of 2 years under the DET (New
Delhi) sponsored purely time bound project undertaken at FMD Research
Laboratory, ICAR- Indian veterinary Research Institute, Hebbal,
Bengaluru. For further details, please visit our institute website
(http:/fivri.nic.infotherpages/NewJobs.aspx). Sd/- Joint Director

TENDER NOTICE

Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Danta, Barmer (Raj.)

=l St S st e e e el e s e e i e

No: SURE/KVK/Danta/2024/ 267 Dated 10.7.2024

A Tender Notice No.: SURE/KVK/Danta/2024/141 dated
14.06.2024 was publised in the Times of India in the edition of dated 16th
June, 2024 for the establishment & installation of Processing Lines: 1.
Cumin Processing Line, 2. Bakery Unit - Pearl Millet based cookies, 3.
Extrusion Line and tenders were invited by us upto 09.6.2024. Dueto lack
number of tenders received, the date of receiving tender is being hereby
extended upto 31 July, 2024, Other terms & conditions will remain as per
above referred Tender Notice., Tender documents along with Terms &
Conditions, Date and Time of Tenders Opening and Tender Evaluation
Forms of each of the above mentioned Tender Notice can be downloaded
from website: www. barmer1.kvk2.in Sd/-

Senior Scientist & Head
KVK({Barmer-I)

[-j*f-"f’-‘ -, Maharashtra State Agricultural

e Marketing Board, Pune

R-7. Market Yard, Guitekdi, Pune - 411 037, Ph: 020-24528100 /24528200
g-mall; project@msamb.com, Web ; www.msamb.corm

Maharashtra State Agricultural Marketing Board, Pune invites Request
for Qualification (RFQ) Cum Request for Proposal (RFP) from reputed
and experienced consulting firm for Selection of Consulting firm for
Preparation of Detailed Project Report, Bid Process Management and
Project Management Consultancy (PMC) for setting up of
International Flower Market at Talegaon Dabhade. Dist. Pune. The
consulting firm should submit their proposal in sealed envelope on or
before 02/08/2024 up to 16.00 Hrs. The detailed RFQ cum RFPs are
available from 12/7/2024 on website www.msamb.com.
Amendments / modification / date extension to the Tender document,
if any, will be uploaded in the website only.

Managing Director

&= TAMIL NADU CIVIL SUPPLIES CORPORATION

;|

REEP Head Office, No.35FV + 6GF, CMRL DEPOT, KOYAMBEDU, CHENNAI - 600107

Ph.No. (044) 26426773 Email 1D . : tnesc.in@nic.in
CIN:U15137TTN19725GC006157

No. BS10/022142/2024 E-TENDER NOTICE Date :11.07.2024

Bengal Gram (Whole)] E-tender No.B510/022142/2024 -TNCSC/24-25
Green Gram (Whole) E-tender No.BS10/025534/2024 -TNCSC/24-25

Online electronic e-tender for the * purchase of 431 MT.of Black
Bengal Gram (Whole) and 423 MT. of Green Gram (Whole) to deliver
at all the TNCSC's operational godowns in 39 Regions for iIssuing under
PTMGR NMP scheme and ICDS.

Complete e-tender document can be viewed and downloaded
through https:/tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app

The bidders have to participate online bidding only with Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) of Class-Il or Class-|l|

Last Date and Time for Online Submission ; 27.07.2024 upto
11.30AM

DIPR/2290/TENDER/2024 MANAGING DIRECTOR

MSME- TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CENTRE
Process & Product Development Centre ¥
An Awtonomaus body under minisiry of MSME, Govi. of India Society ‘?
EC-Ettumanoor Organizes 02 Days Offline Training on | PPPE

EXPORT & IMPORT

Documentation in International Business
COURSE CONTENT: = Introduction to EXIM procedure [Up date scenario on
Indian Customs]| =+ EXIM- Indian Customs & Shipping = EXIM-
Documentation Pre & Post- Commercial & Statutory = GS5CM International
Logistics- TMS & WMS = Mode of Payments-UCP-Role playi L/C, DVF, [V A)
= Packing & Dhstnbution- Import & Export = FTA, GATT & WTO = Shipping
Containers Type = MTO, B/L and its Statutory Provisions = EXIM- Policy
= Export Benefits = Incoterms & Shipping Terms = ICE Gate Procedures
= Glossary of Port and Shipping terms = Insurance & Survey = CBLR-CHA
{CB)-H Card, G Card & F Card gualifications and benefiis

DATE: 13th & 14th July2024
TIME: 10 AM - 04 PM
Lunch, Refreshments & Course Soft materials will be provided

VENUE: HOTEL LORDS ECO INN, 10th A MAIN, 6th CROSS
| First Block, Jayanagar, Bangalore-560011

FEES: 4500/- (incl. of GST)

(Wholly owned by Government of Kamataka undertaking)
(CIN-U04010KA2002SGC030438)

BRIEF TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Through e-procurement)
BESCOM invites tenders through e-procurement platform
from eligible Bidders for “Strengthening of HT/LT Network
in Elephant Habitat & Elephant Corridors by creating Safe
Corridors for Elephants and other Wildlife in Kolar Circle
Area of BESCOM Jurisdiction for a period of one year on
Total Turnkey Percentage Quoting Basis".

@ BANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

Sl. No. Description Enquiry Nos.
1 KGF Division, BESCOM BESCOM/2024-25/EL/
Jurisdiction WORK_INDENT172

Bid Documents available: 1207.2024. Last date for

Bid Submission: 12.08.2024, 15:00 Hrs. Opening of Bid

Document: 13.08.2024, 15:15 Hrs.

The Tenders can be obtained through KPP portal web-site

hitp://kppp.karmataka.gowv.in. Aspiring Bidders need to

register on KPP portal. Further Bidders can take assistance

with KPP help desk contact numbers (+91-8045010000,

+91-8068948777) or email at support@eprochelpdesk.com.

Sdi-

The General Manager (Ele.),

Procurement, BESCOM

For Electricity related complaints call: 1912

Download “BESCOM Mithra" Mobile APP

o, U, "leagy

'a"l"-‘.?'r““t&#

E-Tender No.: 1824MT/2024-66MT/2016

E-TENDER NOTICE

U.P.5.R.T.C. is inviting E-tenders from only eligible sources (Eligibility
for participating in tender is given in tender document for following depots:-

NMame of ltems:- TECHNICAL BID & FINANCIAL BID FOR PERIODICAL
MAINTENANCE, OVERHAULING OF ASSEMEBLIES, BODY WORK ON
TATAILEYLAND BUSES WITH LABOUR, LUBRICANTS AND SPARE PARTS
COSTWITHNEWANDRTD TYRE

1-Taj Depot, Agra region, 2-Sahibabad Depot, Ghaziabad region, 3-Sohrab Gate
Depot, Meerut region, 4-Chutmalpur Depol, Saharanpur region, 5-Etah Depot,
Aligarh region, 6-Najibabad Depot, Moradabad region, 7-Badaun Depot, Bareilly
redion, B-Hardol Depot, Hardoi region, 9-Elawah Depot, Elawah region, 10-Vikas
Nagar Depot, Kanpur region, 11-Jhansi Depot, Jhansi region, 12-Awadh Depot,
Lucknow region, 13-Sultanpur Depot, Ayodhya region, 14-Zero Road Depot,
Prayagraj reglon, 15-Balka Depol, Azamgarh region, 16-Deoria Depol,
Gorakhpur rra?ir:m. 17-Cantt Depaot, Varanasi region, 18-Banda Depot, Chitrakoot
ragion, 19-Balrampur Depot. Devipatan region,

Availability & e-submission of e-Tender on e-portal:- W.E F.12.07 2024 o
05.058.2024 upto 12.00 noon.

Opening of e-Tender document : - 06.08.2024 at 14.00 Hrs.

FPre Bid Meeting has being fixed on Dated 22.07.2024 at 12:00 noon in meeating
hall UPSETC{HG) Lucknow.

All e-tenders of UPSRETC shall be available on the website of Govt. e-portal
etender.up.nic.in. Detaited Bill of quantity. Eligibility for participating in tender,
other terms and conditions of the tender and calendartiming of the tender may be
seen on Govt. e-portal etender.up.nic.in

Please do visit etender.up.nic.in from time to time before last date of
submission of tender for any possible amendment'corrigendum/addendum.
Any amendment/corrigendum/addendum only published in e-portal of
etender.up.nic.in, For any query/clarification regarding submission of e-tender
vendors may call on following helpling numbers of NIC -

1-0522-2286809/808 2-0522-4130303/2298813 3-09935149327
Additional Managing Director

U.P. State Road Transport Corporation

Parivahan Bhavan, Tehri Kothi, 6 M.G. Marg, Lucknow-226001 (U.P.)

Dated : 11.07.2024

V.0.CHIDAMBARANAR PORT AUTHORITY

Civil Engineering Department
TUTICORIN - 628 004

GLOBAL NOTICE INVITING TENDER

(Only Through E-Tendering Mode)
VOCPA E-Tendering Website ; https://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app
NIT No.07/NCB Il Backup yard / PD / 2024-25 / D.1947 Date: 12.07.2024
V.0.Chidambaranar Port invites tenders (Online tenders) in “Two bid
system” from interested, reputed, well experienced Contractor having sufficient
experience as per the tender to carry out the work.

Name of work Backup yard development at NCB I

Estimated value of work put to|Rs, 3,52,19,475/- (Rupees Three crores fifty
tender (in Indian Rupees) two lakhs nineteen thousand four hundred and
seventy five only)

Period of completion 4 months (Four Months)

Downloading of Tender from VOCPA
online e-tendering wehsite

12.07.2024 10 01.08.2024

Last date and time for submission

01.08.2024 upto 15:00 Hrs
of Tender through online

Online Technical Bid opening date  |02.08.2024 at 15:30 Hrs

and time

Earnest Money Depaosit (EMD) Rs.7,04,390/- (Rupees Seven lakhs four

thousand three hundred and ninety only)

Validity of offer 120 days

For further details, visit port Website: www.vocport.gov.in
Ph.No :0461-2352270, Fax: 0461- 2352274 Sd/-
Email : ce@vocport.gov.in, vocportce@gmail.com CHIEF ENGINEER

Website: www.ppdcagra.demsme.gov.in
For more details contact:

9750747571 / 6363055419 / 9092176009
CERTIFICATION WILL BE AWARDED

MSILMysure Sales International Limited
(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
SAND DIVISION
MSIL House, # 36, Cunningham Road, Bengaluru - 560 052.
Ph:080-22264021/25 e-Mail:msil. sand@msilonline.com
No MSIL/SAND/AKPL/2024-25 Dated: 11.07.2024

PUBLIC NOTICE

The General Public are hereby informed that MSIL a
Government of Karnataka undertaking have imported
Natural River Sand from Malaysia and currently a stock
of 99,497 mis is stored at the Adani Krishnapatnam port
premises, Nellore. The entire sand cargo is under the
custody of Customs Authorities as per orders of the
Honorable High Court of Karmataka. Hence the ownership of
the entire sand cargo vests with MSIL only. It is reliably learnt
that AKPL is contemplating for public auction of the above
Sand Consignment on 15.07.2024 without any prior
permission and approval of MSIL, Custorms Authority,
Directorate of Mines and Geology of AP. Hence the public are
hereby cautioned to desist from participation in the said
auction process. Violations if any would be at the cost and
risk of the Individual participant.

By and on behalf of MSIL Authorized Signatory

We are investigating the title of land owners as detailed in the table below (" Owners")
with respect Io agriculturall converted land, situated al Erabanahalll Village and
Hedaginabela Village, Kasaba Hobli, Maluru Taluk, Kolar District, morefully described in
the schedule hereunder and hereinafter referred to as the “Schedule Property®.

Any person or entities having any righl, title, claim or interest of any kind whatsoaver
including mortgage’ charge! claim/ encumbrance/ demand over the Schaedula Proparty
whether by way of sale, transfer, assignment, exchange, charge, encumbrance, lenancy,
sub-tenancy, lease, sub-lease, license, mortgage, inheritance, share, gift, devisa, lien,
maintenance, bequest, easement, trusi. covenant, possession, maintenance, FSI
consumption, developmentrights, or otherwise of any nature whatsoaver in the Schedule
Property must notify the undersigned with documentary proof thereof within fifteen (13)
days of this publication. In case no such notice is received by us within fifteen (15) days
from the date of publication of this natice, it shall be presumead that the title of the Cwners
with respect to the Schedule Property is clear, marketable and free from encumbrance/s
of any kind whatsoever and no person has any right, title or interest of any nature
whatsoever in respect of the Schedule Property or any part thereof, Claims or alleged
interast, if any, which are not received within fifteen (15) days from the date of
publication of this notice shall be deemed 1o have been waived and disregarded for all
intents and purposes and shall not be binding on our client

SCHEDULE

All that piece and parcel of the agnculturaliconveried lands siduated at Erabanahalli Village

and Hedaginabele Village, Kasaba Hobli, Maluru Taluk, Kolar District and bounded on

Lite Insirance Corporation of India
Parsannal Department,

5% b, Cornral Oflice,

togaksheira, feevan Biena Marg,
Ptz 400 (2

vilin Pl Slapke Saanl

TRANSMISSION CORPORATION
OF ANDHRA PRADESH LIMITED

Bid Notice/Tender Notice

LIC of India invites response to
RFP for E-lender for premium
excluding G5T) of 24 hrs Grou

= M . I:F'Ei'si::nﬂznl E.|'!'-u:f:in:ir:'Jr'lt Policy for theia
1. Petition under Central Electricity Regulatory Commission (Terms employees, for the year 2024-25
and Conditions of Tanff) Regulations, 2019 for determination of For further details, interested
transmission fariff for the period from 01.11.2020 to 31.03.2021 for General Insurance companies may
the infra-state transmission lines owned by APTRANSCO for 1. 400kV | | visit httpi//www.tenderwizard.com

NUNNA-VEMAGIRI 2. 400KV GAZUWAKA - KALPAKA 1811 3. 400Ky | | 3nd wwwlicindia.in

Executive Director

Vidyuth Soudha, Vijayawada -520004.

CHITTOOR- SDSTPS 1811 4. 400 kV KURNOOL-JAMALAMADUGU (Persanmiel}
|&11 5. 400 kV HINDUJA- KVKOTA 1&I1 6, 400kV JAMMALAMADUGU- | | Date: 12.07.2024
TALARICHERUVU 181 7. 400kV TALARICHERUVU-URAVAKONDA ey

|&Il 8. 400kY URVAKONDA-HINDUPUR 1&II 9. 400kYV VEMAGIRI-
SATTENAPALLI 10. 220kV CHITTOORZ-CHITTOORI! I&I1 11. 220kV
SULURPET I-NELLORE42 12, 220kV CHITTOOR1-KALIKIRI1 13. 220kV
GOOTY-PG-DHONE 1&I1 14. 220k KONDAPALLI [-CHILLAKALLU 1&l]
15. 220kV SRISAILAMRE |-TALLAPALLI 1811 16. 220KV SRISAILAMRE-
MYDUKUR 17. 220kYV SRISAILAMRB-SOMYZULPALLI 18. 220kV
SRISAILAMRE1-BELKALAGUDUR 19, 220kV VTS-CHILLAKALLU
&Il 20, 220kV VTS-RENTACHINTHALA 21. 220kV KURNOOL-
BRAHMANKTKUR 22. 220kV SULURPET-NELLORE II&111 23. 220kV
URAVAKONDA-BORAMPALLI I to IV 24. 220k SUZLON-VAJRAKUR
25. 132k MACHERLA-RENTCHINTHALA I&I1.

2. The beneficiaries of the transmission system are: 1)TSTRANSCO
2) KPTCL 3) TANTRANSCO 4) Electricity Department, Pondicherry 5)
KSEB, Kerala 6) CTUIL 7) SRPC 8) SRLDC

3. Details of tariff:

PUEBLIC NOTICE

The general public is hereby informed
that, our client intends to purchase the
industrial property morefully described in
the schedule hereunder from its present
owner Sri T.Lakshmi Marayana, Son of
late T.Thimmappa. if any person/s or any
entity/authority having any right, title and
interast or objections over the Schadule
Property may lodge their claims/
objections in writing supported by
relevant documents to the undersigned
within 15 days from the date of
publication. In case of non receipt of
ohjections or claims within the aforesaid

period my client shall presume that there
F'I‘DjEEﬂAESEt L“:IE Iéﬁngth H1Tﬁrgﬂf2%rtth§ F}Eggﬁm are no claims/objections for purchase.
(in CKm) 11.2020 to 31.03. SCHEDULE PROPERTY
Al that piece and parcel of industrial
42 nos Intra 3586.35 120.25 Crores Property bearing Doddabanahalli Grama
state lines Panchayath Katha No.189/189, Property

Mo 150200401300300197, carved ouwt of
industrial converted land bearing Survey
Mo.4, measuring East to West 50 Feet
and Morth to South 182.96 Feet, totally
measuring 9148 Square Feet along with
585.29 Square Meters building standing
thereon, situated at Konadasapura
Village, Bidarahalli Hobli, Bangalore East
Taluk, Bangalore, and bounded on the;
East by : Land belongs to
Mr.Abdul Jabbar;
West by : Land belongs to M/s.Shank
Investments Pyt Ltd.;
Morth by : Land belongs ta Mr.Abdul
Jabbar; and
South by ; National Highway-75,
previoushy NH-4;

SMA Law Chambers,
Advocates & Solicitors

4. A copy of the application made for determination of tariff is posted on the
website of the applicant at www,aptransco,co,in

5. The suggestions and objections, if any, on the proposals for determination
of tariff contained in the application be filed by any person, including the
beneficiary before The Secretary, Central Electricity Regulatory
Commission, 6th, Tth & Bth Floors, Tower B, World Trade Centre,
Nauroji Nagar, New Delhi- 110029 (or other address where the office of the
Commission is situated), with a copy to the applicant at the address of its
corporate office, Chief General Manager (Commercial & Coordination),
APTRANSCO, 1st Floor, Vidyut Soudha, Vijayawada — 520004 within 30
days of publication of this notice.

Place: Vijayawada Sd/-

Date: 12-07-2024 CHAIRMAN & MANAGING DIRECTOR

DIPR Mo J]TAPPCLIADNTN 2029 -22 T 10MITIE02Y

PUBLIC NOTICE

Sl No.| Survey| Area

Mo. |lin acres) Name of Owner/s

Erabanahalli Village

1 9943 9 Talasila Rajendra Prasad, son of Talasila Chalapathi Rao,
residing at 30, Knshnappa Layout, Thindlu, Bangalose Narth,
Vidyaranyapura, Bangalore, Karnataka S&00497
E. M. Shankar, son of Mallappa, residing at 23,
2 20i3 | 1475 Kambalipura Grama, Hasagglgaanme. Hgni:us.hnte.
Bangalore Rural, Karnataka - 562114
3 234 L Shankara Reddy, son of late Venkata Reddy,
e | 2 residing at MC Halli, Irabanahalli, Madivala, Malur,
70/3 | 011 | Kolar, Karnataka 563130,
542 0.9
80 2.35
4 69 4,225 A. Ramakrishna Reddy, son of Annaiappa Reddy residing
| 701 1 21 far 13, Punyadhama Compound Thindlu Kodigehall
_?ﬁ.':"' 4370 IMain Road Kodigehali, Bengaluru Morth Bengaluru
26/2 ] Karnataka — 560097
581 | 155
. 5973 0.91 (1) Amaravathi, wife of late Narayana Reddy; (2) Sunil. N,
7111 | 2175 |%0n of late Narayana Reddy, and {3} Yatish, N, son of late
Marayana Reddy, all residing at MC Halli, Irabanahall,
721 | 288 | Madivala, Malur, Kolar, Kamataka-563130,
6 ir: 201 |srinivasa Reddy, son of lale Venkata Reddy
723 | 088 lresiding at Irabanahalli, Madivala, Malur, Kolar,

72 Karnataka - 563130

5914 0.9

Lakshmarmma, wife of N. Reddy, residing ai 4, Byraveshwara
Nilaya, 12th Cross, 2nd Main, Sir MV Layoul Thindlu
Vidhyaranyapura, Bengaluru North, Bengaluru, Kamataka - 560047

7 761 2

a Manasa, wife of Chandra Shekar C.R, residing at 2287/1,

f
6 taz 6th, Kuvempunagara, Channapatna Karnataka-562160.

Indra A.. wife of Ashak P.V, residing at 548, 23rd Main,

9 763 2
2nd Seclor, HSR Layout, Bengaluny, Karmataka — 560100

Hedaginabele Village

A. Ramakrishna Reddy, son of Annaiappa Reddy, residing at
13, Punyadhama Compound, Thindlu, Kodigehalll Main Road
Kodigehalli, Bangaluru North, Bangaluru Kamataka - 560097

10 26 3.075

Consolidated boundaries of the Schedule Property:

East by: Land in Survey Nos. 25/1/2/4/5.

West by: Land in Survey Mo, 24 Gomala.

Morth by: 15 mir COP Government road and Survey No. 26.

South by: 15 mir COP Government road.

Malini Raju
AZB & Partners,

Level 5, 37 Cunningham,

Cunningham Road, Bengaluru -5680 052

Place: Bengaluru
Date:12.07.2024

22, First Floor, 10th Main, 100 Feet
Road, 1st Block, HRBR Layout,
Banasawadi, Bangalore—560 043,
Phone No.08029906068;
Email: satya.snrlawd@gmail.com

Government of India

Minist fC te Affai
< ; nistry of Corporate Affairs
T HATeTa ) Centre for Processing Accelerated
aﬁaa{l‘uﬁgwmﬁ (wHf-tr), Corporate Exit (C-PACE)
e, e H o, fafeEn, 74 v, IICA Building, Tth Floor,

Plot P-6,7,8, Sector-5, IMT Manesar,
Gurgaon, Haryana - 122050.
Email: roc.cpace{@mca.gov.in

THE P-6,7,8, H.-5, 32, TH, 77, ATHET,
g, EETm-122050.

Email: roc.cpace@mea.gov.in

FORM No. STK —6
PUBLIC NOTICE

[Pursuant to sub-section (2) and sub-section (4) of section 248 of the
Companies Act, 2013 and rule 7 of the Companies (Removal of Names of
Companies from the Register of Companies) Rules, 2016]

Public Notice :ROC/C-PACE/STK-2/248(2)/2024-25/386 Date: -26/06/2024
Reference:

(1) In the matter of striking off or removal of names of (28) companies in
the state of Karnataka under section 248 of the Companies Act, 2013 in
respect of:

SNo.  Work ltem CIN Company Name
1| AAB389951 | U77210KA20230PC177195 | WONDER SPARKS (OPC) PRIVATE LIMITED
2 | AABS74037 | UB2990KA20230PC173155 | DEEPASPECTA (OPC) PRIVATE LIMITED
3 | AAB455006 | U78300KA2023PTC172186 | V-SHINE HEALTH CARE PRIVATE LIMITED
4 | AATB73778 | U72900KA2022PTC165238 | PULSE READER TECHNOLOGIES PRIVATE LIMITED
5 | AAB3B0373 | U74995KA2022PTC165224 | FUNDRED CONSULTING PRIVATE LIMITED
6 | AAB409971 | U7010SKAZ2022PTC161873 | WERAISE CONSTRUCTIONS PRIVATE LIMITED
7 | AATS52558 | U72900KA2022PTC159578 | EXPLORER INNOVATIONS PRIVATE LIMITED
B | AABO79373 | U22222KA2022PTC159400 | ANUBHAVA DIGITAL PRINTS PRIVATE LIMITED
9 | AAB329501 | U72900KA2022PTC164280 | POLLOXI SOFTWARE PRIVATE LIMITED
10 | AAB551229 | U40106KA2022PTC157379 | BLUE HORIZON POWER PRIVATE LIMITED
11 | AABS00164 | U74999KA2021PTC150241 | TRUVANTO MARKETING PRIVATE LIMITED
12 | AAB355624 | U14290KA2021PTC153706 | BH SANDS AND AGGREGATES PRIVATE LIMITED
13 | AABS27290 | U72900KA2021PTC153563 | PROMETHEUS EXPONENTIAL PRIVATE LIMITED
VARADHAN SOFTWARE TECHNOLOGIES PRIVATE
14 | AA7BB0024 | U72900KA2021PTC152702 | LIMITED
15 | AAB306019 | U72900KA2021PTC148955 | TEXELLENT SOLUTIONS PRIVATE LIMITED
16 | AAB338132 | UB5100KA2020PTC133033 | SKMED TECHNOLOGIES PRIVATE LIMITED
17 | AAB479857 | U72900KA2019PTC125974 | ELROI TECHNOLOGIES PRIVATE LIMITED
18 | AA7400793 | U74995KA2019FTC123556 | NLUPDN365 DISTRIBUTION INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED
19 | AAB547262 | U40300KA2018PTC115929 | NUVOLT CHARGE PRIVATE LIMITED
20 | AAB326672 | U15490KA2022PTC166526 | FIXERFOLKS PRIVATE LIMITED
21 | AAB4SBEID | U70100KA2018PTC112623 | NURTURE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT PRIVATE LIMITED
22 | AA7976689 | U93090KA2017PTC108578 | IMMERS MEDIA PRIVATE LIMITED
23 | AAB262586 | U74995KA201BPTC110620 | MAGINE GLOBAL PRIVATE LIMITED
24 | AAB4B2204 | U74999KA201BPTC111608 | OMNE TRIUM DYNAMICS PRIVATE LIMITED
25 | AAB4A27864 | U72900KA2016PTC095938 | SHAERON SOFTWARE PRIVATE LIMITED
SRIVENKATADHRI TECHNOLOGIES INDIA PRIVATE
26 | AAB131757 | U31403KA2014PTCO76261 | LIMITED
27 | AAB122857 | U74500KA2012PTC061983 | CUT-ABOVE SALON & SPA PRIVATE LIMITED
28 | AAB271562 | U74900KA2011PTCOS7580 | CONCOM TRADING INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED

(2). Notice is hereby given that the Registrar of Companies had received
applications from the above-mentioned companies under section 248(2)
of the Companies Act, 2013 for removal of its/their name (s) from the
register of companies either on the ground that they have failed to
commence business within one year of their incorporation or on the
ground that the company(ies) is/are not carrying on any business or
operation for a period of two immediately preceding financial years and
has/have not made any application (s) within such period for obtaining the
status of a dormant company under section 455 of the Companies Act,
2013 or the company(ies) have obtained the status of dormant company/
subscribers to the memorandum have not paid the subscription which
they had undertaken to pay at the time of incorporation of a company
and a declaration to this effect has not been filed within one hundred
and eighty days of its incorporation under subsection (1) of section 10A/
have not been carrying on any business or operations, as revealed after
the physical verification carried out under sub-section (9) of section 12,
but it/they do not wish to continue its/their registration as companies and
have, therefore, requested for removal/strike off of its/their names from
the register of companies.

Accordingly, the Registrar of Companies proposes to remove or strike
off the names of the above-mentioned companies from the Register of
Companies.

Any person objecting to the proposed removal or striking off name of the
companies from the register of companies may send his or her objection
to the office address mentioned here above within thirty days from the
date of publication of this notice.

(3)

(4)

Harihara Sahoo
Registrar
Centre for Processing Accelerated Corporate Exit
CBC 07123/11/0211/2425




14

THE TIMES OF INDIA, BENGALURU
FRIDAY, JULY 12, 2024

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BERHAMPUR
(E-Mail:- serwbpr2004@yahoo.com, TellFax:- 0680-2404287)

0-108 KK-39
A2 k1o Q‘r'llél QS FIAIRD, Po:- Engineering School
L= gITY SIS AAR, SRAR N aarrampurre001i

FOR PM-JANMAN UNDER PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJANA (PMGSY)
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH “e"-Procurement

E-Mzil ! E-despatch

NOTICE

Bid identification No. Online Tender/05-2024-25/PMGSY/BPR

contract

The Chief Construction Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Berhampur on behalf of Odisha
State Rural Road Agency invites the percentage rate bids in electronic tendering system
for construction of Roads / Bridges under PRADHAN MANTRI- JANJATI ADIVASI NYAYA
MAHA ABHIYAN (PM-JANMAN Batch-1/2023-24) under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak
Yojana (PMGSY) in the districts of Ganjam & Gajapati for 02 (Two) number of packages
with estimated cost totalling to Rs. 12.44 Cr (Approximate) including their maintenance
for five years from the eligible contractors registered with State PWD/CPWD/MES / Railways.
The registered bidder of outside Qdisha, can also parlicipate in this process, but shall have
to subsequently undergo registration with the appropriate authority of the State Gowt.
preferably within @ month of the deadline for bid submission, bul prior to signing of the

Date of release of Invitation for Bids through e-procurement. Did. 15.07.2024

Availability of Bid Documents and mode of submission : The bid document is available
online and should be submitted online in www.pmgsytenders.gov.in. The bidder would
be required to register in the web-site which is free of cost. For submission of the bids, the
bidder is required to have a valid Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized
Cerlifying Authorities. The bidders are required to submit (a) original Demand Draft towards
the cost of bid document and (b) original bid security declaration and (c) original affidavit
regarding correctness of information furnished with bid document as per provisions of Clause
4.4 B (a) (ii) of ITB with Chief Construction Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Berhampur
Il Superintending Engineer of the Concerned divisions on a date not later than three
working days after the opening of technical qualification part of the Bid, either by
registered post or by hand, failing which the bids shall be declared non-responsive,
Last Date/Time for receipt of bids through e-procurement : 29.07.2024 upto 5.30 P.M

For further details and corrigendum (if any) please log on to www.pmgsytenders.gov.in.

=* PARALA MAHARAJA ENGINEERING COLLEGE

(An autonomous college affiliated to Biju Pattnaik University
SITALAPALLI: BERHAMPUR: DIST..-GANJAM: PIN-761003

No. PMEC/Lib. 454

Sealed tenders are invited from the reputed firms (Book sellers) / Publishers with valid GST
Mo. and PAN for supply of Library Books. Tender document cost of #1,000/- (Rupees one
thousand) only and EMD cost of 76,000/- (Rupees six thousand) only in shape of Account
Payee demand draft separately in favour of “Principal, Parala Maharaja Engineering
College" payable at Berhampur from any nationalized Bank.

The tender document is available in the official website of this college i.e. www.pmec.ac.in.
interested parties may submit the Tender document on or before 30/07/2027. The bids will
be opened on 31/07/2027 at 11.00 AM.

The undersigned reserve the right to extend the date and accept and reject any or all tenders
without assigning any reason thereof.

Estd.- 204
A Governeert Emgineering Collags
E-Mall - pmechamiiigmail.com Website - www pmec.ac.n

of Technology, Odisha)

Date : 10.07.2024
TENDER NOTICE

Se/-
Principal
PMEC, Berhampur

QIPR-14077/11/0001/24-25

sefierer aftm=m (Srege) 9Rovaers

[FifF=r AeanRa ga-1 — 01/SE(C)O&M/E-Tender/PTCUL/D.Dun/2024-25

.I'.:r1.|rw RGO CaE T )
Brler, [RE 4, Ausie—aroHediodio Hi,

HENAYT 18, W16, SENTEA—248002, SYATH %0, 7088117360

Wﬁwﬁsmmﬁ%maﬁtﬁwrwﬁm

fAfdar ©io 01/SE(C)O&M/E-Tender/PTCUL/D.Dun/2024-25 &f Sra-aifEmT,
aTfie va wE 1 @ s BAT® 24.07.2024 T2 25.07.2024 T @vaia @ @
& | FfasTy faeia 24.07 2024 T99 5:00 99 T efer arfig=ar (@=9s), 9Rovgsp,
fedd, fAga 9aq, 9159, d2ugA & S1lay 4 e 1 a3 | gen Hlae & g
w17 1 Il fee B9 25.07.2024 EHY 3:00 g9 GAT & GHET TTHAT AT |
Fafaer wwafarm =g faega fAaver §— fafaer 4auge www.uktenders.gov.in/PTCUL U4

Sd/-
Chief Engineer
R.W.Circle, Berhampur
OIPR-25071/11/0008/24-25

fe e~ 09.07 2024

Wratera ufeaioTe Uaeas,
FercaeTel UV omger
IR WS 21 OTed TelaTd (F191919)
wrater - 3w .6, G R W T,
-2, et Yed f-ameE S,
wigId, o

E-mail: cdsunitd1@gmail.com

No.: 505/M-6/ 31Dated: 09.07.2024

g-Terfe Jmen
IR WA T A (A @ aiR
T 2171 Construction of

Parents waiting or Meeting Hall at
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya,

Tumkur (Karnatka) ar{#1f=e @i
w0 17.84 @ wg FRsis 17-07-
2024 @1 auvrE 03:00 @ul A®
s—fHfaem ammf=aa & 9 & 95
& B g-Ffgw wE REe
10.07.2024 9 fa=11= 17-07-2024 &

HE GO We9l HYhIN @ e-
procurement @1 dEaEc  https://

etender.up.nic.in 3 EraadTE
Wl "wEHd B oown 3-FEaE e
17.07.2024 & 39¥res 05:00 @l
wraiaa gfRates gdses,
gfe—o1, Wogve Sovwo, SoUo S1E
hrr1== (*1Ter), was -6, HWN HR
e Ee, Bu-2, AR el
A—wrge & wam, wighd Iaw
et e | M oo &1 g
w0 2,000.00+GST(18%) afaRaa
g B fAiEEr 9 i e
fggzor  fg=iim @1 dIHIZE
www.cdsupjn.org U9 SR
qiE# https://etender. up.nic.in 77
ausra @) wae yfEes (Corrigen-
dum) https:/fetender. up.nic.in 93
8 areirs fFd ST, gt Y W

d&'h, uHTeA A8l [ @
Afaereraa &) wong £ @l & 5 2
dgd  daurEe @ 9a9g-9eg W

AT v T8 |

Mo, KREDL/OT SG [1681/2024

1’5 (a-14.4 8 Punjab State Power Corporation Limited

(Regd. Office : PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala - 147001)
Corporate Identification Number (CIN) : U40109PB20105SGC033813
Website : www, pspelin (Contact Number 96456118754)

Tender Enquiry No, 323/HPS/ED-I/S-431 Dated : 10.07.2024

Dy. CE/Mydel Projects, PSPCL, Shed A-3, Shakti Vihar, PSPCL,
Patiala invites E-Tender for Design, manufacturing, supply,
installation and commissioning of 03 nos Float cum Boost Charger
for 02 nos 220V, 400AH Battery banks of Shanan Power House,
Joginder Nagar, H.P.

For detailed NIT & tender specification please refer to
https:/feproc.punjab.gov.in from 11.07 2024 onwards.

NOTE : Corrigendum and Addendum, if any will be published online
at https://leproc.punjab.gov.in

C-424724, DPRPLTE1 6623097 A2 Wa65T4

KARNATAKA STATE MEDICAL
SUPPLIES CORPORATION LIMITED

No.1, Dr. Siddaiah Puranik Road, KHB Colony, Magadi Road,
Bengaluru - 560079, Phone: +91-80-29619801 Email: md.ksmscl@gmail.com

Mg KSMSCLIORUGETHDY PRCMMHFERRIC CARBOKY IRON FOLIC CALCIUM 52024-25  Daled: 1107-2024

Ref: 1. Tender Notification No: KSMSCL/DRUGS/TND/PRGM/
MH/FERRIC CARBOXY IRON FOLIC CALCIUM/M5S/ 2024-
25, Dated: 11.07.2024 (IND- 01386).

Mationwide Tender is invited through e-Tendering system under
KTPP Act 1999 and Rules 2000 for the following tender:

1. Tender for the supply of Inj. Ferric Carboxy Maltose, Calcium
Tablets and Iron Folic Tablets under Maternal Health Project
2024-25(IND-0136).

Details regarding EMD, Terms and Conditions and other information
are available in the Tender Document, which can be downloaded
from the website https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in from 11-07-2024.
The eligible tenderers shall submit their e-tenders under e-
procurement platform for above mentioned tenders. Further
information if any may be obtained from this office.

Sd/- Managing Director,

DIPR/CP/AAPL/RORI3/24-25 KSMSCL, Bengaluru.

TENDER NOTIFICATION

Karnataka Renewable Energy Development Limited
= % (A Governmenl of Karnataka Undertaking)

- ﬁ.,:‘ Head Office, # 6/13/1, 10th Block, 2nd Phase, Nagarabhavi, Bengaluru-560072,
Telephone:Ph-080-22282220, email; kredimd@amail.com { www.kradl. kamataka.gowv.in

Date:11.07.2024

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Obtaining land on lease basis for establishing 500MW Solar Park by KREDL in the

limits of Madhugiri Taluk Tumakuru District.
Karnataka Renewable Energy Development Limited, intends to establish S00MW Solar
Park in the limits of Madhugin Taluk Tumakuru District, for which around 2000 Acres of land
is required. KREDL intends to obtain land on annual lease basis for a period of 28 years.
Annual Lease Rate per acre for the land obtained will be fixed on par with already established
2050MW Pavagada Solar Park. Farmers interested to lend their lands for this project are
requested to give their consent in writing with details in the form mentioned below within
16.08.2024 along with related documents to the office of Karnataka Solar Power Development
Corporation Limited (KSPDCL), Site Office, Tirumani Village, Nagalamadike Hobli, Pavagada
Taluk, Tumakuru District, Karnataka. Consent letter format is available in KREDL website
(https://kredl.karnataka.gov.in.)

Name of the
Land Owner

Survey No

Hissa No

Grama Taluk

panchayat

Extent of land
in Guntas

Village

The decision of KREDL is final with respect to availing land required for the project. For
further details, please contact Sri Mahesh: 9663174832

Sd/- Managing Director, KREDL

DR.BABU JAGJIVAN RAM LEATHER INDUSTRIES

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD.,

(A Government of Karnataka Enterprise)

Dr. Babu Jagajivan Ram Lidkar Bhavana, No.32, Miller’s Tank Bund Area,

Vasanth Nagar, Bangalore-560052.

Ph No: 919535168765,/080-22288895/22288897 Email:Lidkar2018@gmail.com

Ref : Lidkar/Admin/tender/CR-36/2024-25
SHORT TERM -TENDER NOTIFICATION Call-2 Tender Number:Lidkar/2023-24/IND0009/Call-2

The Corporation invited tender from stationery suppliers towards supplying
stationery items for Lidkar Head Office. Bidders shall submit the tender document
through e-procurement only. The Tender Publish Date:11.07.2024 and Last Date for
submission of documents through E-Portal :25.07.2024 @ 14 hrs. Date and time of
opening Technical bid is 29.07.2024 @ 16 hrs. For necessary details visit the
Website :https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in. Helpline No.080-22288895/22288897

DIPR/CP/863/Zen/2024-25

Dated:11.07.2024

Sd/-
Deputy General Manager,
(Commercial & Tender Publishing Authority)

MORADABAD SMART CITY LIMITED

Office of the CEO / Municipal Commissicner, b
Water Works Compound, Peell Kothi, Clvll Linas, Huradahad-iﬂﬂll'l .

Contact No. : 0591-2971001
E-Mail: moradabadsmartcitylimited@gmalil.com

works:

Open Tender: 3022/MS5CL/2024
The C.E.Q. of Moradabad Smart City Limited (MSCL) invites e-tenders for the following

1) Name of the Work: Supply & Installation of National Flag of 100 feet height

Dated: 09.07.2024

including O&M for 03 Years.

(NIT No. 3022/MSCL/2024)

Tender Fee Non-refundable fee of INR 11,800/- incl. tax/GST etc. (Rs. Eleven
Thousand Eight Hundred Only).

Start Date and time for downloading of bid 10.07.2024 at 16.00 Hrs.

Period of Last date and time for submission of bid 19.07.2024 at 16:00 Hrs.

Opening of bid 19.07.2024 at 17:00 Hrs.
The bid forms and other details are available on website https://etender.up.nic.in/ and
can only be submitted through hitps://fetender.up.nic.in/. Any corrigendum regarding this
would be published only on the above mentioned website,

Additional C.E.O.
Moradabad Smart City Limited
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ira JAIPUR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Indra Circle, Jawahar Lal Nehru Marg, Jaipur - 302004

r

No.: JDA/EE/Survey & Record/2024/D-166

NOTICE INVITING BID

Dated: 05.04.2024

NIB No.: |DA/EE (Survey & Record)/02/2024-25
Online Bids are invited up-to 06:00 PM of 05.08.2024 for "Survey work by Drone in
IDA Region, JDA, Jaipur (Rate Contract) (2024-2025)" The last date for Applying
Bid and making online payment on JDA portal is up-to 06:00 PM of 05.08.2024.
The estimated cost of NIB is Rs. 32,50,000.00/- Details may be seen in the Bidding
Document at our office or the State Public Procurement Portal
website www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and
www.jda.rajasthan.gov.in
(UBN NO.JDA24255LRLO0122)
To participate in the bid, bidder must:
A. Participate in Tender & Deposit Payment on 'Online Tender Participation Portal
of IDA at www.jda.rajasthan.gov.in of by Single-Sign on at http://
service.jaipurjda.org.
B. Submit e-Bid on e-Procurement portal of GOR at www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in

Executive Engineer (Survey & Record
ol qars /Wl /24 /2139 . ': '

]7#_5 la-14= 8 Punjab State Power Corporation Limited

Regd. Office : PSPCL Head Office, The Mall, Patiala - 147001
[Corporate ldentity Number ;: U40109PBZ0105GC033813)
Waeabsite : www.pspcl.in Contact No. 96461-1T651

Tender Enquiry.No. 152/Dy.CE/Th.Op./CD-36/Vol-VIII/O&M/
GHTP/2024 Dated : 10/07/2024

Dy. Chief Engineer/Operation Circle, GHTP, Lehra Mohabbat invites
E-Tender for the work : To provide eighteen No. B.Sc./B-Tech/B.Sc.
(Agriculture), HSW for the Operation of Chemical Department for a period
of one year.

For detailed NIT & tender specifications, please refer 1o
https://feproc.punjab.gov.in E-Tender Enquiry No.
2024 _POWER_123750_1 from 11/07/2024 from 17:00 Hrs. onwards.

Note : Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in only.
GHTP-54/24, DPR/Ph.: 7615511 2/3006/2023/35573

INLAND WATERWAYS AUTHORITY OF INDIA SAGARMALA

(Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Walerways, Govl. of India)

Head Office | A-13, Sector - 1, Neida - 201 301 Phone: 0120-252 7667,
Fax: I]‘IEI!-ESE?HE'EI. b, iwaiEnic.in

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Bank to Bank Detailed Hydrographic Survey on National Waterway

No. 2 (Bangladesh Border to Neamati)

e-Bids are invited from interested bidders for "Bank to Bank Detailed
Hydrographic Survey on National Waterway No.2 (Bangladesh Border
to Neamati)”. The Tender Documents and other relevant details are
available at IWAI website www.iwai.nic.in and e-procurement site

hitps://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app. HYDROGRAPHIC CHIEF
Date 09.07.2024 IWAI, NOIDA

High Courtof Karnataka

High Court Buildings, Bengaluru-560 001
HCC No.: 30/2018 Date: 08.07.2024

BRIEF RE-TENDER NOTIFICATION

Re-tender is called by the High Court of Karnataka, Bengaluru
for Procurement of 247 Nos. of Laptops for Providing
same to the Judicial Officers working in the State
through Karnataka Public Procurement Portal of Centre for
e-Governance, Bengaluru. The last date to upload the tender
s fixed as 23.07.2024 at 4.00 PM. For more details visit:
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/#f/portal/searchTender/live website.
Sd/-

(N.G. Dinesh)
Registrar (Computers) and
Tender Inviting Authority
High Court of Karnataka,
Bengaluru

DIPR/DD-C.PIETE/KSMCA2024-25

WNiiTigA TAMILNADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED

Unit - 1 : Kagithapuram - 639 136. Karur Dist.
Tamil Nadu. Ph.: 04324 - 277001 (10 Lines)

Unit - 2 : Mondipatti - 621 306, Trichy District,
Tamil Nadu, Ph.: 04332 - 261600

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

NATIONAL HEALTH MISSION

Karnataka State Health & Family Welfare Society

Arogya Soudha, Magadi Road, Bengaluru - 23
Ph: 080-23113584 e-mail: pdrch-hiws@karnataka.gov.in

No.: HFWS-MHOOTHR/16/2024-MH (eOffice No 1351401 Date: 11.07.2024
TENDER NOTIFICATION (Through e-Procurement)

Printing & Supply of MCP Cards (Thayi Card)

KSHFWS invites application from registered eligible
Manufactures/Suppliers to submit their proposal through
e—procurement portal for Printing & Supply of MGP Cards (Thayi
Card) with required necessary documents.

Tender No: DD(MH)/126/2023-24/IND0020

The detailed notification regarding eligibility and other details can
be obtained by logging on to hitps://kppp.karnataka.gov.in The
tender document can be downloaded from “e-procurement
portal” from 11/07/2024 onwards and last date for receipt of
tender is 22/07/2024 on or before 05.30 PM

Further details can be obtained from the office of the undersigned
during the office hours from 11:00AM to 05:00PM

Sd/-
Project Director (RCH)

DIPRICHECPLBY2024-25

Tander No. Scope of Work Due date

Procurement of Gl Gratings under Annual

232413 Rate Contract

001881 TNPL will follow Two Bid system and 25.07.2024
E-Tender cum Auction.

242523 Procurement of Clay No-1 (Spray Dried) for

001197 Board Machine of Unit - 11 26.07.2024
232413001881 - purchase.engg@tnpl.co.in

Email 242523001197 - purchaseimp.u2@tnpl.co.in

Corrigendum if any will be issued in TNPL Website & NIC Portal only.
Detailed requirements, Period, Terms & conditions, Tender fee, EMD elc,, are
available in the tender document at our websites :
https://tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app

Waker of bagasse based eco=frieadly Paper

www.tnpl.com /

DIPR/226B/Mender/2024 TNPL -
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Government of Karnataka
Chigateri District Huspital, Davanagere.
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[1:| Tendtzr reference No: CGH/ACC(4)09/2024-25 DATED:-04-07-
2024 DIET ITEMS (2) Amount put to tender Rs. 102 (Rupees One
Hundred Two Lakhs only) (3) EMD amount Rs. 2,55,000/-
(Rupees Two Lakh Fifty five thousand Only) (4) Availability of|
tender document 04-07-2024 To 19-07-2024 before 05:30 PM,
(5) Last date and time for receipt bid document 19-07-2024
before 05:30 PM, (6) Time, date and place of opening of tender
(Technical Bid): 22-07-2024 at 11:00 AM, IST Chigateri District
Hospital, Davangere (7) Time, date and place of opening of ten-
der (Financial Bid): After Completion of technical bid process

5d/f- Superintendent
Chigateri District Hospital, Davanagere

s g 27y
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B wCA

OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDING
ENGINEER PHED CIRCLE ALWAR

CORRIGENDUM OF NIT 3-13/ 2024-25
Corrigendum of NIT_ 3-13/2024-25.are as follows:-

S.Mo.| NIT Mo. | Particulars As per TD Replace with

Last Date for
submission
of bid document

1. 03-1320 04.07.2024
24-25 upto 06.00 PM

22.07.2024
upto 06.00 PM

Due date 05.07.2024 23.07.2024
of opaning at 11:00 AM at 11:00 Am

2.| In reference to point 03 of the order number 96 (2) Tammi=err
20187997, dated June 27, 2024 issued by the Finance Department, Gowvt,

of Rajasthan, regarding the amendment in Appendix XV of PWH and AR
Part Il. the following amendments are hereby issued in the NIT Mo 03-
13/2024-26 dated .June 12,2024 issued by this office;

03/2024-25 | Eligibility
Crileria:

Tenderar
Class

The bidder should be
registered! enlisted in
Class B or above in PHED
Rajasthan as per PWF &
AR Part | Appendix 16
dated 01.07.1999 and
amendments issued by
concemed department up
io date. The confractors
enlizsted with other
department of Government
of Rajasthan or enlisted
with CPWD/ Postall
Telecom! Railway/ MES/
other state Govl. | Central
Govt, undertakings |/
organizations equivalent to
AA Class of GOR shall also
be eligible. A self-attested
copy of Registration
Certificate is to be
enclosed. Unregistered
contractors shall nof be
allowed,

The bidder should be
registered/ enlisted in
Class C or above in
PHED Rajasthan as per
PWFSAR Part | Appendix
16 dated 01.07.1949 and
amendments issued by
concemed depariment
up to date. The
contractors enlisted with
other department of
Government of
Rajasthan or enlisted with
CPWD/ Postall Telecom/
Railway [ MES/ other
state Govt./ Central Gowt,
undertakings |
arganizabons equivalant
1o AA Class of GOR shall
aiso be eligible. A self-
attested copy of
Registration Certificata is
to be enclosed.
Unregistered contractors
shall not be aflowed.

04/2024-25
05/2024-25
06/2024-25
07/2024-25
08/2024-25
08/2024-25
10/2024-25
11/2024-25
12/2024-25
13/2024-25

Eligibility
Criteria:
Tenderer
Class

The bidder should be
registered/ enlisted in
Class Aor above in PHED
Rajasthan as per PWF &
AR Part | Appendix 16
dated 01.07.1989 and
amendments issued by
concemed department up
lo date. The confractors
entisted with other
department of Government
of Rajasthan or enlisted
with CPWD/ Postal/
Telecom/ Railway/ MES/
other state Gowl, / Central
Govl, undertakings/
orgamizations equivalent fo
Af Clazs of GOR shall also
be eligible. A self-altested
copy of Registration
Certificate is to be
enclosed. Unregistered
contraciors shall not be
allowed.

The bidder should be
registered/ enlisted in
Class B or above in
PHED Rajasthan as per
PWF&AR Part | Appendix
16 dated 01.07.1999 and
amendments Issued by
concerned depariment
up to date. The
contractors enlisted with
other department of
Government of
Rajasthan or enfisted with
CPWD/ Postall Telecom/
Railway/ MES/ other
state Govl. / Central Gowt,
undertakings/
organizations equivalent
1o AA Class of GOR shall
also be eligible, A self-
atlested copy of
Registration Certificate is
lo be enclosed.
Unregistered contractors
shall not be allowed.

All other t-erms conditions & specifications shall remain unchanged.

UBN:- PHE2425WS0OB01640 PHE2425WS0B01642 PHE2425WS0B0 1656
PHE2425WS0OB01657 PHE2425WSO0B01658 PHE2425WS0OB01659
PHE2425WS0OB01660 PHE2425WS0B01663 PHEZ2425WS0OB01665
PHE2425W350B01668 PRHEZ2425WS0B01671 Sd/

Superintending Engineer
PHED Circle Alwar

DIPR/C/5615/2024
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@timesofindia.com

Sambhajinagar/Mumbai:
The Maharashtra govt tab-
led on Thursday the “*Maha-
rashtra  Special Public
Security Bill, 2024" in the
ongoing assembly session,
sayving that unlawful activiti-
es of Naxal frontal organisa-
tions need to be controlled by
effective legal means and
that existing laws are inef-
fective and inadequate to
tackle naxalism, its frontal
organisations and individu-
al sympathisers.

The bill states that the
menace of Naxalism isnot li-
mited to remote areas of
Naxal-affected states and its
presence is increasing in ur-
ban areas through Naxal
frontal organisations.

The bill states that the
spread of these active frontal
organisations gives constant
and effective support in

gives constant and effective support in terms of Maoist network
logistics in Maharashtra's cities

terms of Maoist network lo-
ogistics — “safe houses™ and
*urban dens” — in Maha-
rashtra’s cities, The activiti-
es of Naxal organisations or
similar organisations thro-
ugh united fronts are crea-
ting unrest amongthe people
by propagating their ideolo-
gv of armed rebellion aga-
inst the constitutional man-
dateanddisruptionof public
order in the state.

The MSPSA bill, which
has 18 sections, was tabled by
minister Uday Samant. It has
been drafted on the lines of
public security acts currently
in force in Chhattisgarh, Te-
langana, Andhra Pradesh and
Odisha, which have claimed
that the new law is proving
useful. For Maharashira, this
is a second special law being
envisaged. In 1999 it had enac-
ted the Maharashtra Control

Bill aimed at urban Naxalism
tabled in Maharashtra House

Menace Of Naxalism Not Limited To Remote Areas, Says Bill

of Organised Crime Act
(MCOCA)which helped it deal
with organised crime.

When contacted, IGP (an-
ti-Naxal operations) Sandeep
Patil told TOIL, “The laws to co-
unter Naxalism have been in
existence in different states of
the country for the past three
decades. Maharashitra, despi-
te having the highest number
of Maoist frontal organisa-
tions, did not have any law to
tackle this menace. We are ho-
peful that this will be a good to-
ol for tackling frontal organi-
sations which under the garb
of some work not only spread
and propagate Maoist ideolo-
&y in urban areas but also re-
cruit youths and garner sup-
port for left-wing extremism."

The officer said the
checks and balances envisa-
ged by the bill will ensure it is
not misused once it becomes
law as powers to initiate ac-
tion lie with officers of the
rank of DIG and higher.

3 drown, 2 missing
as boat capsizes in
flooded farmland
in Assam

Kangkan.Kalital
@timesofindia.com

Guwahati: Three people
drowned and two went mis-
sing after an overloaded boat
returning from a cremation
ceremony capsized in a floo-
ded low-lying farmland in a
village in Assam’s Goalpara
district on Thursday. Of 26 on
board, 21 people managed to
swim to safety, police said.

“The overloaded boat cap-
sized in Simlitola village, a
few metres from the raised
cremation ground in Rangjuli
area,” said an official of Dis-
aster Management Authority

The bodies of Sujan Mala-
kar (34), Jit Karmakar (17), and
Prasenjit Saha have been reco-
vered, while Uday Sarkar (50)
and Gouranga Malakar (47) are
still missing.

Flood situation in Assam
continues to be severe, affec-
ting nearly 14 lakh people
across 26 districts, Brahmaput-
ra and several of its tributaries
are flowing above danger level.
Over 41,000 people have taken
shelter in relief camps, and an
additional 72,000 are receiving
aid from distribution centres.

17-year-old

kidnapped,

married to
minor in Bihar

Patna: A 17-vear-old who had
passed his intermediate (Class
XII) exams this year and re-
cently started college was alle-
gedly abducted near his home
in Patna's Barh and forced to
marry a minor girl at gunpoint
late Wednesday, highlighting
Bihar's unmitigated menace
of Pakadua Vivahor marriage
through Kidnapping.

It was only after sacred
mantras of the marriage
were over that police could lo-
cate the teen from Athmalgo-
la's Phulelpur village
around midnight. All accused
involved in the unlawful mar-
riage are absconding, inclu-
ding one who had been jailed
earlier for murder;

According to police, preli-
minary investigations sug-
gest the girl’s parents passed
awayv in her childhood and
those looking after her got her
married to rid themselves of
their responsibility. Tem
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Siddhanta.Mishra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A significant
breach in Munak Canal,
which transports untreated
water from Harvana to seve-
ral water treatment plants
in the capital, caused exten-
sive flooding in the Bawana
area on Thursday.

The breach at midnight,
spanning nearly 40 feet, was
caused by erosion of the in-
ner lining of the embank-
ment, officials suspect as of
now. “Work on repairing the
broken embankment at the
Bawana entry point of the
canal in Delhi isgoingonata
fast pace,” said water mini-
ster Atishi,at thesite. Quitea
few blocks of a JJ colony in
the area, which has both
pucca constructions and
shanties, have been affected

—
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The breach at midnight, spanning nearly 40 feet, was caused

by erosion of the inner lining of the embankment

quite badly with water ente-
ring the roads and houses.
The repairs are being
carried out by Harvana irri-
gation department and Del-
hi Jal Board (DJB) with offi-
cials hopeful that thebreach
in CLC — carrier line chan-
nel, one of the two lines
which carry water to Delhi
— will be fully repaired by
Friday evening. The inci-
dent is expected to impact

production at major water
treatment plants, including
Haiderpur, Bawana, Nang-
loi and Dwarka.

DJB receives water from
the canal, which is owned
by the Haryana irrigation
department. Delhi govt pa-
ysaround Rs60lakhto Rs65
lakh per month for the wa-
ter with the exception of Ju-
Iy, August and September,
when the water is free.

A book thief made Rowling happy,
redeemed himself I7 years later

Marilyn Rajesh &
Juliya Grace | Tnn

Kochi: It was June 2007. Re-
ese Thomas, then just 14,
had devoured all six books
of the Harry Potter series
and now the seventh and fi-
nal one was out where the
budding wizard would fi-
nally bury his adolescent
squeamishness and go for
Voldemort's jugular,

Coming from a modest
family and unable to afford
“Deathly Hallows” in its
glossy dust wrapper, Reese
decided on the next best
thing — he stole it. Though
he himself was a Muggle, a
mundane human without
the benefit of the magical
arts, Reese intuited that “co-
ming of age” entailed cros-
sing the line, a transgres-
sion however tiny, and that
Harry, not much older than
him, would approve. As it
turns out, 17 yvears later, JK
Rowlings is delighted.

Last Monday, the author
of the Harry Potter series
spoke of Reese. “I know I'll
be accused of encouraging
book stealing by sharing
this, so PLEASE DON'T
STEAL BOOKS, BOOK
STEALING IS BAD. Any-

Reese Thomas

way, this is the loveliest
thing and made me really
happy.” she wrote on X. She
was referring to Reese’s re-
cently published debut bo-
ok, “90s Kid"”, in which he
had confessed stealing the
last partof Deathly Hallows
because as a student in
Class IX in a Muvattupuzha
school he couldn't afford to
buy it. Following Rowling's
message, Reese wrote: “Ye-
ars before, I did something
and it has reached all over
the world. But most impor-
tantly, it hasreached theone
and only JK Rowling, the ex-
act person who I wanted to
read it”". While Rowling's
message helped erase wha-
tever residual guilt he
might have felt, Thomas
had found sufficient closure
last month itself when, af-

ter 17 years, he summoned
the courage to go to the New
College Bookstall in Muvat-
tupuzha to pay for the book
he had filched. Redemption
couldn't have been sweeter
when the owner, after hea-
ring him out, said all he
wanted was Reese Thomas
to sign a few copies of his
own book and give it to him.

Reese recalls that as a14-
vear-old raised in a devout
Catholic family he had qu-
alms about shoplifting. But
goaded by his classmates —
who challenged him to see
to what extent a Potter fan
would go — Reese went ahe-
ad and did it anyway. Loo-
king back, he says heist mo-
vies like “Dhoom-2" also
plaved a part. At home stea-
ling was a sin, but in the big
bad world outside it didn't
seem such a big deal. Reese,
who was a big movie fan,
now works as an assistant
director in the Malayalam
movie industry and has fea-
tured in several notable
films.

Oneof the high points of
Reese's career was when
Paulo Coelho sent him
a handwritten note saying,
“Wemustall be prepared for
the surprises of time.”

Indian researchers led by RRI claim
‘quantum leap’ in data encryption

Times News NETwoORK

Bengaluru: In a significant
advancement for cybersecu-
rity, Indian scientists develo-
ped a novel method to gene-
rate truly unpredictable ran-
dom numbers, crucial for
strengthening encryvption in
quantum communications.

Pointing out that in toda-
v's digital world, where one
relies heavily on technology
— with strong passwords vi-
tal for evervone’s data safety
— researchers said the new
method offers enhanced pro-
tection we all need in ourdai-
Iy lives, by using truly ran-
domnumbers to generate Ke-
ys that will be used to en-
crypt passwords.

The research, led by the
Guantum Information and
Computing (QulC) lab at Ra-

The research builds
upon the team’s
demonstration in
2022 of violations in
Leggett-Garg
Inequalities (LGI), in
a loophole-free
manner

man Research Institute (RRI)
in Bengaluru, builds upon the
team’s demonstration in 2022
of violations in Leggett-Garg
Inequalities (LGI), in a loop-
hole-free manner. LGI tests if
macroscopic systems exhibit
guanitum behaviour by com-
paring correlations in measu-
rements overtime, suggesting
limits to classical explana-
tions of guantum phenome-
na. Collaborating with rese-
archers from IISc, IISER-

Thiruvananthapuram, and
Bose Institute at Kolkata, the
team now applied this con-
cept to create certified ran-
dom numbers.

Professor Urbasi Sinha,
facultvat RRland thestudy’s
corresponding author, said:
“We generated random num-
bers using temporal correla-
tions certified by violating
LGI. Theseare temporal ana-
logues of the popularly
known Bell inequalities —a
set of mathematical expres-
sions that compare the pre-
dictions of gquantum mecha-
nics with those of classical
physics. Our loophole-free
LGI violation setup provides
an advantage in generating
loophole-free randomness.”

The experimental setup,
utilizing a single-particle sy-
stem instead of the conven-

tional two-particle appro-
ach, generated over 9 lakh
random bits at an impressive
rate of nearly 4,000 bits per
second. This high-speed ge-
neration opens doors for va-
rious applications requiring
rapid randomness.

Debashis Saha, faculty at
IISER-Thiruvananthapu-
ram and co-author of the stu-
dy, said their method inclu-
des creation of strongly pro-
tected passwords, enhanced
account security by resis-
ting brute-force attacks, en-
suring unigueness and in-
tegrity in the whole chain of
data generation, communi-
cation, and storage. This pre-
vents forgery using multi-
factorauthentication, which
adds a crucial security layver
in the wvulnerable eyber
world.

‘Police found
evidence of
Irregularities in
2022 PTl exam’

b Continued from page 1

/ A fake-degree scam was
f launched after allega-
tions surfaced that the univer-
sity was issuing backdated
degrees and certificates, some
even before the varsity recei-
ved relevant acereditation for
running the courses,” ADGP
(SOG) VK Singh said.

DIG (SOG) Paris Desh-

_e\dﬂtaileri probe into the

mukh said since 2013, the uni-

versity has awarded 708 PhDs,
8,861 engineering degrees,
and 1,640 degrees in physical
education, among others.

Deshmukh said police fo-
und “conclusive evidence™ of
irregularities in the physical
training instructor (PTI) re-
cruitment exam of 2022, where
more than 1,300 applicants clai-
med to have completed the co-
urse from OPJS, despite the
varsity being aceredited for on-
Iy 100 seats since 2016. Only stu-
dents enrolled before 2020 were
eligible for the PTI 2022 exam.

Although police clarified
that not all 43,409 degrees un-
der scrutiny, including PhDs,
have been deemed “fake™,
they have not ruled out irregu-
larities in each course. Police
suspected candidates obtai-
ned backdated degrees to app-
lv for govt jobs, including the
PTI exam aimed to fill about
4,500 vacancies.

“The university hasasala-
ried staff of fewer than 30, in-
cluding eight to nine class-4
emplovees. With such limited
numbers, it is not possible to
run a university,” Deshmukh
said., According to sources, a
divisional commissioner-led
inquiry questioned the uni-
versity's exam process.

NEET case kingpin Rocky
arrested by CBI in Patna

Kshitiz@timesofindia.com

Patna: The Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) arres-
ted Rakesh Ranjan, alias
Rocky, an alleged kingpin in
the NEET paper leak case,
from Kanti Factory Road in
Patna late Wednesday night.
On Thursday he was produ-
ced before a special CBI court
which remanded him in the
probe agency’s custody for 10
days. The arrest is seen by the
CEBI as a significant breakth-
rough. Rocky, a resident of
Nalanda district, is accused
of obtaining the leaked NEET
question paper, solving it, and
circulating the answers to
MBBS aspirants.
Heallegedly arranged for
solvers, including MBBS
students from Patna and
Ranchi, to assist in the chea-
ting racket, He was found to
be physically managing the

He allegedly
arranged for solvers,
including MBBS
students from Patna

& Ranchi, to assist in

the cheating racket
operations of the paper-sol-
ver gang. The CBI had been
tracking Rocky's move-
ments for several davs.

“The central agency rai-
ded multiple locations in Pat-
na and Kolkata. The crucial
lead came when investigators
traced Rocky through the IP
address associated with ema-
ils sent from his wife's email
account. Suspicions arose
about Rocky's involvement in
the paper leak due to his alle-
opdd relation to Sanjeev Muk-
hia, believed to be the kingpin
in several paper leak cases.
Mukhia is still at large.

Earlier this week the CBI

had arrested two other su-
spects Sunny, a student,
and Ranjit, the father of
another student — from Ga-
va and Nalanda, respective-
ly. They were remanded on
Wednesday in CBI custody
for six days and information
obtained from their interro-
gation led to the discovery of
Rocky’'s whereabouts.

The investigation points
to Qasis School in Hazari-
bagh as the origin of the pa-
per leak. According to sour-
ces, Mukhia allegedly recei-
ved the leaked papers and
forwarded them to the cellp-
hone of Chintu, an accused
already in CBI custody:

It is alleged that Chintu
and Rocky then assisted
MBEBS aspirants in solving
the papers and disseminated
the guestions and answersto
students at Learn Play Scho-
ol in Khemnichak, Patna.

Cops: Mihir drank 4 cans of beer
in his BMW hrs before hit-&-run

Mateen.Hafeez
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Worli police, pro-
bing the BMW hit-and-run ca-
se, said the prime accused,
Mihir Shah (24), had bought
four500ml cans of strong beer
from a bar in Malad while he-
ading from Borivli to Marine
Drive early on Sunday Police
claimed that Mihir consumed
beer in the car, hours before
his BMW rammed into a scoo-
ter at Worli, killing Kaveri
Nakhwa (45), and injuring
her husband, Pradip(50).
Police had on Sunday ar-

rested Mihir's father Rajesh
Shah, former Shiv Sena func-
tionary, and the family driver;
Rishiraj Bidawat (30), who
was in the car at the time of
theaccident. Mihir wasarres-
ted on Tuesday from a hotel in
Virar On Wednesday night,
police took Mihir and Bida-
wat to the crime scene to find
out the exact details of the in-
cident and videographed the
procedure. Police said as Mi-
hir had also changed his appe-
arance by shaving his beard
and cutting his hair before he
went into hiding, they will ta-
ke him there too for probe.

Blood samples of Mihir
and Bidawat have beensentto
the forensic science laborato-
ry for analysis. Both have ad-
mitted to their crimes, clai-
med police. Mihir told police
that he fled after the mishap
ashe was scared.

On Thursday Bidawat
was sent to judicial custody
by a metropolitan magistra-
te's court in Sewri. He told po-
lice that he has been employ-
ed with the Shahs for the last
10-12 vears, and he would often
drive Mihir around. A special
public prosecutor is likely to
be appointed in the case,
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Catapult your career

Reqgd. Office: 1DBI Tower, WTC Complex,
Cuffe Parade, Mumbai 400 005 -
Tel. 6655 3355

(@ 1DBI Bank

CIN: LES190MHZ004 G0N 48836

IDBI Bank Ltd.
Advertisement No. 06 / 2024-25

Advertisement for Bank Medical Officer

(On Contract)

IDBI Bank Ltd. invites applications for appointment of Bank Medical Officer
(on contract) atits Offices, located at various locations in India.

etc.), mode of application and other details, please visit the
‘Careers’ section of the Bank's website www.idbibank.in

Applications received on or before
July 24, 2024 only will be considered.

NOTE: IDBI Bank reserves the right to accept or reject any/ all
application(s) without assigning any reason(s) thereof.

Place - Mumbai General Manager- HR

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY MIZORAM
CHALTLANG, AIZAWL : MIZORAM - 796012

(Advt. No. NITMZ/R-2-16/TF/2024/1241
EMPLOYMENT NOTICE

Applications are invited by NIT Mizoram from eligible candidates
of Indian Nationals for engagement of Temporary Faculty - 1 no.
in Department of Electronics & Communication Engineering
(ECE) and 1 no. in Department of Electrical Engineering (EE).

Detailed Advertisement can be downloaded from the NIT Mizoram
website: www.nitmz.ac.in

The duly filled in Application Form in prescribed format
along with necessary documents shall be submitted
through online to recruitmentfacully@nitmz.ac.in on or before
26.07.2024. Sd/- (Prof. AIMAL KOYA PULIKKAL)

Registrar In-Charge
NIT Mizoram

Dt. 10.07.2024)

Taadee ks SJVN Limited
f (s e T RTeRT SR TS W TG )

(A Joint Venture of Govt. of India & Govt. of H.P.)

CIN No. L40101HP1988G0I008409

* NOTICE FOR CANCELLATION OF RECRUITMENT PROCESS

(Advertisement No. 112/2023, 113/2023 & 115/2023)

1. | Advt No. 112/2023 : Notice - SJVN Limited, vide Advertisement Mo.
112/2023, had invited applications for the posts of Field Officer/
Engineer, totalling 153 posts in various disciplines on Fixed Tenure
Appointment Basis.

It is informed that the entire recruitment process for above mentioned
posts in various disciplines on Fixed Tenure Appointment Basis,
including the Computer Based Test (CBT) held on 22/01/2024 &

| Employment Notification No.05/2024

[ AL E=-Tall

NMDC Limited

(A& Government of India Enterprize)
“Khanl| Bhavan', 10-3-311/4, Masab Tank, Hyderabad-500028
CIN: L13100TG1958G0OI001674

Dated: 05.07.2024

NMDC Limited, a Navaratna Public Sector Enterprise under the
Ministry of Steel, Government of India and a multi locational,
multi product and consistently profit making Mining & Mineral
Exploration Organization with large turnover. NMDC Ltd is in
the process of massive expansion and diversification both in
India and abroad. Further, NMDC Limited has set up a Steel
Plant of 3 MTPA at Jagdalpur, Chhattisgarh. The above Steel
Plant has now been demerged and became a separate
Company i.e.. NMDC Steel Limited under Administrative
control of Ministry of Steel, Government of India. The Steel
Plant has been commissioned in August, 2023. Executives of
NMDC are posted at NSL for managing Operation and
Maintenance of Steel Plant.

NMDC is now inviting applications from eligible & willing
candidates for the following post:

23/01/2024, is hereby cancelled and withdrawn due to administrative

(eaSONs. Sl. No | Grade Post No. of Posts
2. | Advt No. 1132023 : Notice - SJVN Limited, vide Advertisement No. 1 M-11 Executive Director 1

113/2023, had invited applications for the posts of Jr. Field Officer/ - 3

Engineer, totalling 155 posts in various disciplines on Fixed Tenure For detailed notification regarding age, qualification,

Appointment Basis.

It is informed that the entire recruitment process for above mentioned
posts vide advertisement no. 113/2023 in various disciplines on Fixed
Tenure Appointment Basis is hereby cancelled due to administrative
reasons.

experience, scale of pay and other conditions etc, interested
candidates may visit “Careers” page on NMDC website,

DGM (Personnel)

www.nmdc.co.in.

3. | Advt No. 115/2023 : Notice - SJVN Limited, vide Advertisement No.
115/2023, had invited applications for the posts of Field Officer/
Engineer/ Jr. Field Engineer, totalling 16 posts in various disciplines
on Fixed Tenure Appointment Basis.

It is informed that the entire recruitment process for above mentioned
posts in various disciplines on Fixed Tenure Appointment Basis,
including the Computer Based Test (CBT) held on 08/02/2024, is
hereby cancelled and withdrawn due to administrative reasons.

MAHARAJA BIR BIKRAM UNIVERSITY

AGARTALA, TRIPURA-7T99004

HR Recruitment, SJVN Limited
SHARED VISION: 25000 MW by 2030 and 50000 MW by 2040

AT dienforest st aEaeaR
INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY BHUBANESWAR

No.F.63(1)/MBBU/Appointment of VC/2019/2366 July 09, 2024
ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE POST OF VICE-CHANCELLOR, MBB UNIVERSITY

Advertisement No. : MEBU/NVC-05 Date: 09/07/2024
Maharaja Bir Bikram University invites applications/nominations fram
eligible candidates for appointment of the Vice-Chancetlor of Maharaja
Bir Bikram University, Agartala, Tripura for a term of five years with 65
years as the upper age limit. The candidate should be a visionary with
proven leadership qualities, administrative capabiliies as well as
recognized teaching and research credentials having oulstanding
academic record throughout and a minimum of 10 years' experience as
Professor in a University system or in equivalent positions in a reputed
research and/or academic administrative organization. For prescribed
proforma and other details, visit the MBB University Website:
https://mbbuniversity.ac.in/. The applications/nominations can be
submitted by Registered post/ Speed post to the office of the Registrar,
MBB University, Agartala, Tripura, India, PIN-799004 on or before
August 20, 2024. Sd/- Dr. Sumanta Chakrabarti
Registrar, MBBU

Advertisement No. IITBBS/FAC/Rolling-Advt/2024
Rolling Advertisement for Openings of Faculty Positions

IIT Bhubaneswar invites applications from qualified Indian
nationals including Persons of Indian Origin (PIO) and
Overseas Citizen of India (OCIl) with an established record of
independent, high-quality research and commitment to
teaching and research for regular faculty positions at the level
of Assistant Professor (Grade-I/1l), Associate Professor and
Professor in the following disciplines throughout the year:
Computer Science & Engineering, Electrical Engineering,
Electronics & Communication Engineering, Mechanical
Engineering, Civil Engineering, Minerals, Metallurgical and
Materials Engineering, Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics,
Geology & Geophysics, Ocean & Atmospheric Sciences (i.e.,
Climate Sciences), Economics.

For further details and online submission of application for
such regular faculty positions, please visit:
https://www.iitbbs.ac.infindex.php/faculty-rolling-
advertisement-2024 Sd/- Registrar

NATIONAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED

* ﬁ (A Govt. of India Undertaking)
B B

(CIN : L74899DLIST4GOI007417)
| N F L [ A-11, SECTOR -24, NOIDA DISTT. GAUTAM BUDH NAGAR, U.P. - 201301
A Ravrutna Company PHONE: 0120-2412204, 2412445, FAX: 0120-2412397

Advertisement No.: (04) NFL/ 2024 Dated: 12/07/2024

RECRUITMENT OF OFFICER
(COMPANY SECRETARIAT) IN NFL-2024

Online applications are invited from energetic, young & qualified Indian
Mationals for recruitment to following positions in NFL:

Sl. |Post Name| Total Category Wise Vacancies
No. Vacancies| yr | sc | st |oBc |Ews| PwBD|ExSM
(NCL)
Officer 01
1 | (Company 01 o1 | - | - | - | - [(CaE)
Secretariat) Backlog)

Detailed advertisement shall be available on NFL website:
www.nationalfertilizers.com - Careers — Recruitment in NFL —
Recruitment of Officer (Company Secretanat) in NFL-2024 from
12/07/2024 Online application portal shall be available from 12/07/2024
to 01/08/2024. Lasl date of submission of Online Application will be
01/08/2024. Any corrigendum/addendum/errata/update for this recruitment
shall be published only on the NFL's Website. GM (HR-Pers.)




CONTRAPUNTO

Love is grand. Divorce is a hundred grand.
-SHINICHI SUZUKI

Cross Vote On Mind

Today’s MLC election in Maharashtra is a trailer to
the potboiler that the state’s assembly polls will be

t's match time again in Maharashtra. If the Lok Sabha election
Iwas considered a semifinal to Oct’s high-stakes assembly poll,

the vote today to elect 11 legislative council members is no less
significant. Maharashtra, one of six states with a legislative
council, has 78 members, 30 of whom are elected by MLAs. All eyes
are on the 274 MLAs expected to cast their vote today to elect these
11 members from 12 candidates.

Crosscurrents|If all goestoplan-and safetosavnooneexpects
it to - Mahayuti is set to win 9. BJP has 5 nominees, Shinde Sena 2
and Ajit Pawar 2. MVA hasfielded 3, though it can win two, given its
numbers in the lower house. Then there's Uddhav Thackeray's
swag, “We wouldn’t have fielded a third nominee had we not been
confident.” It's crunch time.

Simply cross | Flashback toJune2022’s MLC election hasparties
]1ttEI“jf Mattersstarted unravelling for then CM Uddhav’s MVA govt,
with cross-voting in that MLC election.
MVA legislators cross-voted, resulting in
Congress losing one of its two allotted
seats, which came as a shock right after a
Rajva Sabha loss. At the time, Fadnavis
had explained the cross-voteasfalloutof a
“lotof anger in MVA”. It was soon followed
by Eknath Shinde’sclaim on the party and
walkout with MLAs.

Fingers crossed | With 29 of 48 LS
seats now in its Kitty, MVA is banking on
cross-votes mostly from Shinde Sena and Ajit Pawar’'s NCP
That’s why Mahayuti and UBT Sena corralled their MLAs into
luxury safe-houses, Mumbai’s five-star hotels.

An MLC winner needs 23 first-preference votes. BJP has 103
MLAs, Shinde Sena 38, Ajit Pawar NCP 42, Congress 37, UBT Senal1s
and Sharad Pawar NCP 10. Prakash Ambedkar’s BVA has 3 and he
hasfallen out with MVA.SPhas2, AIMIM 2, PJP 2and 7parties have
1 each. There are 13 independent MLAS. There’s plenty on to ensure
MLAsstay in place, and to snag the ‘non-aligned’ MLA votes.

Linescrossed | Inaright-earnestfight are the two Senasand two
NCPs. It 1s here that loyalty lines blur. Ajit Pawar, especially, finds
himself putting out videos in self-praise even as uncle Sharad
Pawar says his arms, and doors, are open to MLAs who followed the
nephew to Mahayuti. Mahayutiisalsohawk-eved on UBT s surprise
nominee, Milind Narvekar - with cross-party influence and
camaraderie. It's jitters all around.

LR

In Poor lest

That UGC-NET may have been cancelled over a
false alarm shows how broken the system is

f more proof were needed of the way the exam system is run in
Ithis country, we have it through news reports about UGC-NET

being cancelled on the basis of non-credible evidence. CBI,
investigating the UGC-NET ‘paper leak’, has apparently found that
a screenshot of question paper on Telegram on the day of exam was
posted AFTER it was conducted.

From one extreme to other | Talk of a knee-jerk reaction. It
beats credibility that authorities made a momentous decision
impacting more than 9L students without a thorough investigation.
Thismustbe contrasted with the extreme reluctance shown by NTA
to acknowledge irregularities in NEET-UG held earlier, for which

there was goodevidence. The latest

revelation is also bound to raise

:,é questions if there was sufficient

7= / reason to postpone the safer CBT-

based CSIR-NET. There is more to this

yvear's UGC-NET that is baffling. It was

held in pen-and-paper mode after years

of offline computer exams. UGC was

behind the switch and it went ahead without a

full-strength commission being in place and minus any committee’s
recommendations. Clearly. no questions were asked.

Acting in haste | What these events highlight is that ad hocism,
rather than due deliberation, is behind such decisions. And saving
face when things go wrong overrides the objective of fixing the
exam system. This is more than evident in the official stance before
SC in NEET-UG case. To SC's queries over a retest, education mini-
stry & NTA continue to insist, despite evidence to the contrary, that
the leak was localised and the overall exam was not compromised.
Such an approach might bail them out this time, but there is no
guarantee we won't face the same situation in the future — unless
the high-powered committee looking into exam reforms goes for a
thorough overhaul of the system.

Fed up with London

The capital city of Britain serves up the
whole wide world on a plate

Jug Suraiya

Over the past few weeks, Bunny and [ have eaten in Thailand,
Malaysia, Vietnam, China, Portugal, Spain, Italy, Greece,
Turkive, Jamaica, Argentina and Brazil.

And we've been to all these places, food-wise, without
moving out of Central London. When we first came to London
in 1972, Britain was the butt of much snarky humour because
of its wet, gloomy weather and its stodgy food.

In the yvears since then, there’s been a sea-change in Britain, and in London
in particular, which has become a multicultural and multi-culinary society,
thanks tosuccessive waves of immigration from far-flung corners of the globe.

While the weather by and large remains as determinedly damp and down-
cast as ever, contemporary London serves up a smorgasbord of international
cuisine to rival that of NYC, famed for its gastronomic cosmopolitanism.

[-l';] g During ourfirst week in London’s Camden Town we had steaksa

la Argentina, which transported us to distant Buenos Aires, City of
L/ Beautiful Breezes. magically relocated to a diner a 15-minute stroll

2 from our apartment.

The next day we strolled another 15 minutes to

. g +  Vietnam to savour phﬂ a delicately flavoured noodle

jugu lar’v’ em soup that the country is justly famed for,

A short bus and Tube ride gets us to Brazil, trans-

planted to Brixton Market via our friend Lee whose café specialises in savoury

crepes with a South American flair imparted by the biguinhos, small red

peppers, that give a tang of tropical sun to London’s leaden skies.

Pedro and his Mum, Elisabetta, welcome us to Lisbon in their Camden
restaurant, which does several tempting takes on bacalhau, the mainstay of
Portuguese menus.

Chef Roger'sKkitchen, two minutes from us, carriesustothe Caribbean with
its curry goat and plantain fritters, Andy’s always-crowded taverna opens a
gateway to Greece, with its kleftiko, and in an eatery named after a Mamak
{(Uncle)named Don, we visit Malaysia through an irresistible Nasi Goreng.

London, which serves up the planet on a plate, has us, as the saying goes,
totally fed up and fulfilled.
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Alimony & Ghost Of Shah Bano

Muslim women cannot be left destitute by misinterpreting the 1986 law, SC has said. What this
also implies is that every Indian is free to live their life under secular law if they choose

Mihira Sood

This week saw 80s revivalism from an
unlikely quarter - the Supreme Court
once again ruled that a Muslhim woman
is entitled to seek maintenance under
secular law, and her rights are not
- restricted to the provisions of Muslim
personal law alone, The impact of its similar ruling
nearly 40 years ago can hardly be overstated.

Shah Bano case | In 1978, a woman
named Shah Banoe sought mainte-
nance from her husband under
Section 125 of the Criminal Proce-
dure Code for herself and their five
children. They had been married
for 43 years when he remarried and
threw her out of the house.

The MP high court ordered a
monthly payment of T179, against
which Shah Banco’s husband, a
lawver; filed an appeal in SC arguing
that as per Muslim law, he was only
required to pay her during the
idfdat period — the three months
after divorce during which she is
not permitted to remarry.

It was the then Chief Justice of
India ¥V Chandrachud who headed
the bench in 1985 that accepted
her plea. The court recognised her
circumstances, and held that
limiting the rights of a woman in
this manner would be unjust, and that secular law
appliestoall, irrespective of religion.

1986 Act | The political fallout of this decision drove
the Rajiv Gandhi govt to pass the Muslim Women
Protection of Rights on Divorce Act, 1986, effectively
nullifving the Shah Bano ruling by establishing itself
as a comprehensive code on alimony for Muslim women.
It provided for a “reasonable and fair” maintenance
within the iddat period for a wife, and for children up
totheageof 2 years.

If she was unable to maintain herself or her child-
ren after this period, responsibility would fall not on
her ex-husband, but any relatives who stood to inherit
from her, failing which the Waqgf Board would have to

provide for her. Under secular law, maintenance may be
pavable for life or until the woman remarries, and for
children till the age of majority.

Subsequent cases | A slew of petitions was filed
challenging the constitutionality of the 1986 law,
notably by Danial Latifi, who had been Shah Bano's
lawyer. He argued that the provision for maintenance
by relatives was illusory and demeaning, and not
extending secular law to Muslims was discriminatory,
The court held that if a Muslim woman was placed in

an inferior situation under personal law than under
Section 125, the law would be unconstitutional. However,
if the law were interpreted to avoid such an outcome,
it would be saved.

Thus, the Act wasupheld, but only by interpreting it
such that “reasonable and fair maintenance” requires
the hushand to contemplate her future needs and make
preparatory arrangements in advance to meet those
needs within the iddat period. However, the actual
payment need not be limited to that period alone and
could extend to her lifetime, unless she remarries. With
this interpretation, the Act did not nullify, but rather
codified the ruling in Shah Bano. In subsequent cases
too, personal law has been applied but within the
overarching parameters of Section 125.

The presentcase | This wasthe reasoningadopted inthe
present case of Mohd Abdul Samad vs Stateof Telangana
aswell. If a husband opposesa claim being made under
Section 125, it can only be if he has already made adequate
payments and the wife 1s capable of maintaining her-
self. Personal law was not in derogation of secular law,
but inaddition to it.

The rulingalso relied on the principle that laws should
not be interpreted to achieve an absurd cutcome, and
deliberately leaving a woman destitute would be the
kindof absurdity that could not have been Parliament's
intent.

Importantly, the judgment reco-
oniised the social reality that women,
regardless of their economic class
or education level, tend to shoulder
the responsibility of managing the
home, looking after children and
family elders, leaving them financi-
ally unequal to, and dependent on,
men. Homemakers who have sacri-
ficed career opportunities for the
sake of the family are equally
entitled to the standard of living
that they enjoved previously. Main-
tenance is therefore not a question of
charity or unfairly favouring women,
but a necessary part of furthering
gender equality and ensuring that
women can live with dignity.

What the courtdid not say, but is
awelcome outcome of theruling, is
the recognition that a person can
belong to a particular community
and still choose to live their life under secular law.
Communities are not monoliths, and their leaders do
not always speak for the smallest minorities within
them - individuals, and especially women.

That is why the idea of a Uniform Civil Code that
was raised in Shah Bano case as well, was supported by
many liberals and feminists till the political journey of
the 80s and early 90s (impacted in no small measure by
the fallout of the Shah Bano ruling) lent it a communal
colour. Today, that project has started, and one can only
hope it is guided by ideals of secularism and gender
equality as envisaged by the courts. and not religious
majoritarianism.

The writer is a lawyver and scholar in the field of women's
rights

Whistle Of Felix, Foot Of Kane & Hand Of God

Bad refereeing has crucial impact on sport. Penalty awarded to England in Euro semis is latest example.
It also shows using tech in sport isn't foolproof. But English can stop cribbing about Maradona & 1986

Siddharth.Saxena @timesofindia.com

Each vear on June 22,
devotees of the Church
of Maradona pay
homage to that one act
= of @he man w_hin:h thev

believe was his greatest
miracle, This year, the 38th anniversary
of the Hand of God goal fell during the
Euros and Copa America football tourna-
ments, giving it a newer meaning.
Nothing like current-day top-drawer
football to whip up trauma of an old
robbery.

In his retirement days, notoriously
wild ones, Maradona wined and dined
with the Tunisian referee Ali Bennaceur,
who famously turned a blind eve to
what is arguably the most polarising
moment in world football if wvou
belonged to the North and Europe, this
was the greatest act of cheating, if vou
came from the Global South, he was
revered as God. Maradona would later
obliquely admit that he did cheat,
saying some years ago that the
goal would never have happened had
video technology been available then.
“I would have been arrested,” the
Argentinian cheekily declared.

Lucky break | In Munich at the Euros the
other evening, England, who had been at
the receiving end of Maradona'’s sleight
of hand in 1986, this time found technology
coming to their aid. It was in the semifi-
nals against the Netherlands, and it
came in such a way, perhaps, that it was
a gift that kept on giving.

The last German left in their home
competition - referee Felix Zwayver, who
was once banned for six months in 2006
for match-fixing in the Bundesliga -

awarded England a »

penalty midway through

the first half, which (a.
Harry Kane duly converted

in near-perfect fashion, ‘the
impossible save’ as penalty
spotters would exclaim. The
equaliser would completely
change the balance of the high-
stakes semifinals in the world’'s
second-most watched football tourna-

ment, shifting the momentum favourably
towards England and pushing on to the

backfoot, the Dutch who had taken an
early lead thanks to a terrific strike by
their prodigious Xavi Simons,

Unlucky tech | What happened really?
This modern-day Foot of Kane has
immediately caused so much turmoil
among fans the world over, debating the

invasion of technology to arbitrate
in sport, the rigid interpretations
of the rules and crucially, whether

the human element is slowly being

made to leave the scene,

Ominous review | Zwaver initially
seemed to think nothing of the
Kane attempt that ballooned over
the Dutch goal and the immediate
writhing on the floor clutching his
right foot that followed, after Dutch
defender Denzel Dumfries’ extended
foot caught the England captain’s in
mid-flight. Ball back in play, the
referee blew for a Dutch goal-kick to
resume hostilities till he got a call on
his earpiece summoning him to

the side-line TV — a visit to 4
the in-stadium ATM, as
the harmless old joke
coes, but in this case,
given that the German

Calvin & Hobbes

Look , HOREES . THERES A
QUIZ 1IN MY NEW |SSUE
OF CHEWING WMAGAZINE .
"DOES YOUR GUM DELIVER 7
10 QUESTIONS SHOW WHAT

YOU COULD BE
MISSING ! ™
v o
..

b

DOES.

LETS SEE HOW MY GuUM
“1. How HARD IS
YOUR GUM AT THE BEGINMINGT
A) ROCK-LIKE OR BRITTLE
B) PLEASANTLY FIRWM
c) SQUISHY OR BENDY “

referee had once heen on the take, it
assumed ominous overtones,

Cold VAR bosses | TV replays showed
that Dumfries’ was a reaction attempt
to block the shot, as any
defender’s job description is,
and was innoway atackleon
Kane. But the call from the
VAR room probably meant
to invoke cold letter of the
L law, rather than personal
~ %, interpretation. VAR
l bosses deemed Dumfries
intent as carrving
enough injury threat,
even if contact was made
after Kane had got hisshot.
Perhaps, the enormity of
the situation got to the
German referee, some-
where seeking to correct
his previously tarnished
image, and this was per-
haps a perfect opportunity
to make amends.

'
g\

Football's not cricket | In
cricket, the advent of
technology to decide leg-
before appeals. caught
behinds and run-outs -
even WT20final deciding
catches, as happened
on the Bridegetown
ropes the other day -

has kind of saved

v the on-field umpire
4 fromecrucial decision
making, and
thus, vou could
argue, relie-
ving him of
any moral

wiisa Uichon
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GOSH, IVE GOT MEGATIVE FIVE
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1 WONMDER WHAT
PEOPLE KNEW
BEFORE THEEE
WERE MAGAZINE
QUIZLES.

dilemmaandresponsibility incaseof an
error. But the one thing that they have
retained so far is the umpire’s call, which
gives the man at the stumps the onus to
change or stick to his original decision.

In football, with the stakes riding so
high, a visit to the TV usually means a
reversal of the referee’s original decision,
almost as a moral obligation. Yet, in the
Spain-Germany quarterfinal, England
referee Anthony Taylor-who gave out 15
vellow and one red cards — was firm in
his interpretation of Spanish defender
Marc Cucurella’s handball as being not
deliberate.

Foggy French | Another counter to last
night's penalty goal, could be the recent
French Open tennis final between
Alexander Zverev and Carlos Alcaraz.
On a crucial point in the deciding fifth
set, a disputed line call went in favour
of the Spaniard. Replays later clearly
showed it wasout, but atthe traditiona-
list Open, where calls are decided by
the ball marking on the clay, the chair
umpire insisted that it was in. The
German Zverev lost the final, and later
rued the absence of electronic line
calling at the clay court Major. The
French Openwill introduce the techno-
logy from next year onwards, but for
the record, Zverev would have been
deprived of agreatchance. “Itiswhat it
is,” he would philosophically say later,

Burying the ghost | “It is what it is,” is
probably what the Dutch would be telling
themselves as they head home, and also,
what Kane and Co would be beginning to
understand. That finally, after years of
injustice, and vears of feeling robbed by
Maradona in 1986, the shoe is on the
other foot - the Foot of Kane.

Sacredspace

Do something
because you
really want to
doit. Ifw:au re
doing it just
for rht'*gnuf and don’ ren;m
the path, then I think you're
cheating yourself.

Kalpana Chawla

The Yogi Identifies And Accepts His Distractions

Soham Bhaduri

denies that the sought is already

there and acknowledges that what is
already there isn’t what is sought. The
Raj Yogifollows an elaborateregimen to
steer clear of bodily and mental distrac-
tions before hecan expecttoattain his
goal of union with the absolute, the
Brahmn. The stage is set through the
practice of the five yamas and nivamas.
Specific asanas help achieve a posture
that isneither cosy norunbearable.
Breathing technigues help slow and
harmonise breathing so the rushing air
doesn’'t constitute adistraction. The
senses are closed, and concentration is
locked on an object to restrain the ever-
tossing and turning mind. Only when
these are met can the vogi experience
the pure, undifferentiated Brahmn. But

In seeking the sought, the seeker

what about the multitudes who falter
along the difficult road? What about

those whofail to distil the undifferentia-

ted Brahmn from the differential mava?
We naturally tend to resist and oppose
thoughts, feelings, and occurrences that
we detest. This resistance often leads
tofrustration, making things
worse. Opposing and resisting
intrusive thoughtsand [
feelings only makes them iy
stronger. What is the way
out? It goes by asimple
mantra: “Control what you
do, accept what vou feel.”

thoughts and feelings come as they do
and lets them be.

Acceptance is the most powerful
arrow inthe faltering vogi's quiver. How
do we practice acceptance? By recogni-
singand clinging to the thread of cons-

ciousness that binds everything, to
the omnipresent beingness that
v straddles all thatisand isn't.
\po 21 The yogi must never be tricked
into believing, in true sense,
that their distractions are
alien to Brahmn, That maya,
being limited, is antithetical

THE SPE AKING TREE to Brahmn. Or that Brahmn

Anxious thoughts have
justone goal: perpetuating anxiety and
making you even more anxious. Negative
thoughts aim to instil disquietude and
pessimism. Acceptance defangs them,
leaving them no choice but to starve and
succumb. The accepting mind lets

isreached by distilling off
the differential mava. For what becomes
of Brahmn if there's anyvthing apart
from Brahmn? What is Brahmn but
consciousness, the ultimate reality, and
what becomes of the ultimate reality if
there's anvthing other than itself? What

limits the limited is nothing but
Brahmn,as is what lies beyvond the
limited, and the limited itself. Brahmn
15 as much what is distilled off asthe
distillate itself, as much what the yogi
rejects as what he seeks.

Brahmn isn't ‘not this, not that’ but
‘this, aswell as that’. Brahmn is both the
differential and the undifferentiated.
What the vogi seeks is no different from
what is already there, including that
which he avoids. By clinging to the thread
of all-pervading consciousness, the yogi
identifies and accepts his distractions as
nothing but forms of the same Brahmn
that he seeks. In them, the yogi sees
nothing but Brahmn, out and out, and
stops resisting them. And thus, the yogi,
unperturbed by his distractions,
disempowers them and carves a smooth
and single-minded path to his goal.

The writer isa physician
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Targeting To Reduce Share Of

OUT-OF-POCKET
EXPENDITURE

In Total Health Spending (%)

As India aims to be a developed
nation by 2047, where will the
country be placed in terms of
quality of care compared to peers

CURRENT

TARGET 2030

GLOBAL
BENCHMARK !

TARGET 2047 US, FRANCE, SOUTH AFRICA

8.1%

Source: Ministries

TCS revenue up 4.4%in Q1,
hires 5,452 in June quarter

Co Sees Sustained Growth In EMs | BFSI Still A Pain Point

Tines News NETWORK

Bengaluru: TCS hasseenan
all-round growth, but India’s
largest IT firm is treading
cautiously in determining
whether it's too early to de-
clare sustained growth mo-
mentum, as market condi-
tions haven't significantly
changed since the previous
guarter. TCS’s year-on-year
revenue grew by 4.4% in con-
stant currency, which dis-
counts the impact of curren-
cy fluctuations, in the June
quarter compared to the cor-
responding period last vear
Sequentially, it grew by 2.2%
in constant currency.

The United Kingdom saw
robust growth of 6%, while
Continental Europe saw a
modest increase of (0.9%. In
contrast, North America
faced a decline of 1.1%. The
emerging markets, includ-
ing India, Asia-Pacific, the
Middle East & Africa,and La-
tin America, maintained
their growth trajectory, rein-
forcing the company’s diver-
sification strategy Among
these markets, India has
emerged as the bright spot
with revenue surging by an
impressive 61.8% compared
to the previous vear, led by
the mammeoth Rs 15,000 crore
BSNL deal it won last year
for deploving 4G networks
across India.

*Wearequite happy with
the overall growth acrossall
verticals and markets. It's
too early to call whether the
growth momentum is sus-

DROP IN ORDER BOOIK, BFSI SLIDES

Seksaria. [ts operating margin
15 inching towards its aspira-

Govt to meet telcos’
chiefs next week on
sector growth

New Delhi: Amid concerns overquality of mo-
bile services in the country at a time when 5G
networks continue to expand pan-India, the co-
untry’s top telecom honchos, including Relian-
ce Jio chairman Akash Ambani, Bharti Airtel
chairman Sunil Mittal, Adityva Birla group’s
Kumar Mangalam Birla, and Tata group chair-
man N Chandrasekaran are likely to visit the
national capital next week to hold a meeting
with officials from the department of telecom.
Sources said that chiefs — who are part of

The bankear 1o ausry
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India grew by 61.8% YoY
K Krithivasan | ceo & mp, Tcs

We are very happy to announce a good start to the new

financial year, supported by all-around growth
across markets and industry verticals. The UK grew by
6%, Continental Europe by 0.9%, and North America
by 1.1%. The new growth markets of India, Asia-
Pacific, Middle East & Africa, and Latin America
continue to display strong growth, supporting
our diversification strategy. Revenue from

tainable because the market
conditions continue to re-
main the same as they were
in the last quarter. So, there
is nothing new to add in
terms of market senti-
ments. But we believe FY25
will be better than FY24"
said TCSCEOK Krithivasan
during the earnings call on
Thursday,

Among the verticals,
manufacturing, energy, and
utilities continue to have
strong growth, while its
mainstay business banking,
financial services, consum-
er tech, and communication
continue to have negative
growth on a year-on-year ba-
sis. Krithivasan said TCS is
currently executing about
270 GenAl projects and its Al

and GenAl pipeline has dou-
bled to$1.5 billion in the June
guarter. TCS’s operating
margin dropped 130 basis
points sequentially to 24.7%
on account of a wage hike
but on a year-on-vear basis, it
expanded 1.5%. “The overall
impact of increments is 170
basis points, which has been
in line with what we have
called out in the past, which
is anvwhere between 150 to
200 basis points. We have
been driving better produc-
tivity, improved utilization,
and reducing subcontractor
costs. Thefirsttwofactorsre-
flect positively on the man-
power cost and that balances
out some of the impact of in-
crements in this quarter as
well,” said its CFO Samir

Revenue —— Deals Won @ iiur}ﬁ-atljas'aq-h tc:_l 28 “ft.; bal?d. e
g 5 0raer DOoOK modaerat-

» : - AL RS
Total Revenue: ST.5m }  583bn| ed to $8.3 billion in the June
"* YoY Growth: 02024 quarter after record bookings
" 44% I 213 9| of $13 billion in the March
> Sequentia quarter. Management com-
Revenue i Wurl:fur:e__a mentary indicated that the or-
Growth: *2.2% Total | Net | Attrition & der pipeline continues to be
> Operating Margin: |gmployees:| Headcount |Rate:121% g healthy in the §7 billion to $9
Drops sequentially to 606908 | Addition: | (LTMIT & pillion range. TCS added 5,452
24.7% from 26% in Q4 °24 5452(Q1'25) | Services) 5 employees in the June quarter,

taking the total headcount to
606,998 employees. “We have
onboarded 11,000 trainees in
the quarter. Hiring from cam-
puses has always been a key
part of our strategy, and this
will continue,” said its CHRO
Milind Lakkad. He said the
company is planning to hire
around 40,000 freshers in the
current financial year, like
what they did in the previous
one. TCS's attrition dropped to
12.1% inthe Juneguarter, down
from 12.5% in the March quar-
ter:TOI had reported that TCS
has updated its variable pay
policy to include work from of-
fice (WFO) as a crucial factor.
The revised policy, which was
implemented shortly after the
company’s quarterly results,
has four attendance slabs that
determine the variable pay for
emplovees. “There are implica-
tions for people who're not
coming to the office. We are
bringing in more discipline.
About 70% of our employees
are back in the office. People
are realizing the value of com-
ing to the office, and it's creat-
ing positive energy in the sys-
tem,"” Lakkad added.

‘GeM set to be world’s biggest
public procurement platform’

UAE bank, Japan
groups eye $5bn
stake in Yes Bank

1 Cirst Abu Dhabi Bank is

among potential suitors for
a roughly $5-billion stake in Yes
Bank, people with knowledge of
the matter said. The UAE lender
is weighing a bid for as much as
a 51% stake in Yes Bank, the
people said, asking not to be
identified as the deliberations
are private, The stake sale has
also drawn preliminary interest
from Japan, including Mitsubishi
UF! Financial Group and
Sumitomo Mitsui Financial
Group. BLOOMBERG

/T'M NOT SAYING
IT'S YOUR FAULT

BUT IT'M NOT
RULING IT OUT

SUNILAGAuwpL- & TAN

HDFC, Axis downtime
this weekend

Mumbai: HDFC Bank and Axis
Bank have announced scheduled
downtime over the weekend.
HDFC Bank's downtime will be in
the early hours of July 13, while
Axis's outage will stretch through
July 13 and July 14. Tw

RIL's unit plans over
$500mn offshore loan

A unit of Reliance Industries
{~\is planning to borrow at
least $500 million to refinance
debt. It's in talks with a group of
foreign banks for a loan of 12-15
years, people familiar with the
matter said. eLoomEERG

figure it out

46%

is the increase in jobs in
construction sector during the
10 years preceding 2022-23.
Nearly 7.5 crore people have
construction-related jobs

Source: REI's KLEMS

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: India’s Govern-
ment e-Marketplace (GeM)
is all set to become the
world’s biggest public pro-

While computers
and phones are
the biggest items
to be transacted
through GeM, but

racts top the charts. It clo-
sed last financial vear with
Rs4lakh crore in gross mer-
chandise value (GMV), do-
uble of FY23, with procure-
ment of services surging by
205% . The Union commerce

the stakeholder advisory committee on tele-
com services — are sef to meet telecom secreta-
ry Neeraj Mittal and new communications mi-
nister Jvotiradityva Scindia to discuss the
growth of the sector, including on matters rela-
ted to spectrum, quality of services, and finan-
cial health of the industry. “The honchos have
been invited as part of the first Stakeholder Ad-
visory Committee for Telecom Service Provi-
ders,” a source sald, adding that the discus-
sions at the meeting are likely to be followed up
with more face-to-face interactions. tuw

‘Das hints key rates may
~ stay higher for longer

PM meets
economists
ahead of
Budget

Tisaes News NETWORK

New Delhi: Ahead of the
Union Budget, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday
interacted with economists to
discuss the state of the econo-
my and ideas to push growth.
“Earlier today interacted
with eminent economists and
heard their insightful viewson
issues pertai-
ning to furthe-
ring growth,”
PM Modi said
on microblog-
oing site X, The

curement platform this fi-
scal. Korea ON-line E-Pro-
curement System (KO-
NEPS) was the biggest plat-
form with a turnover of $85
billion last fiscal, of which
almost 75% came from
works contract.

“GeM's turnover of go-
ods and services alone (the
Indian platform does not
currently provide for works
contracts) was $50 billion.
In current FY2024-25, we
will overtake KONEPS to
become the world’s biggest

in value terms,
service contracts
top the charts

public procurement plat-
form,” said P K Singh, GeM
chief executive officer.

The platform currently
hasover 3.7 lakh buyers and
over 21 lakh sellers for near-
lv 12,000 products and over
320 service categories. Whi-
le computers and phones
are the biggest items to be
transacted throughit, butin
value terms, service cont-

ministry’s GeM hasenabled
small domestic entreprene-
urs to participate in govi
tenders from anywhere at
any time, breaking the “car-
tel” of established service
providers.

“We are using artificial
intelligence inabigwayand
have become the first govt
agency to have a generative
Al-based chatbox to resolve
any query. In a bid to impro-
ve the ease of doing busi-
ness, we have slashed trans-
actioncharges,” Singh said.

Sequoia, Nvidia back funding for Fireworks

Atartup Fireworks Al
S notched a valuation of
S 8552 million in a fund-
ing round led by Sequoia. Se-
guoia, along with investors
including Nvidia, AMD and
MongoDB put 352 million in-
to the firm in the round,
brining its total cash haul to
877 million. Fireworks' tools
aim to make it easier for
companies to adopt GenAl,
allowing them to access
more than 100 models using

its platform. The startup’s
customers include tech com-
panies such as DoorDash
and Verizon.

(iao co-founded the com-
pany in 2022 after spending
years at Meta Platforms Inc.,
where she led PyTorch, an
open source deep-learning
framework. She believes
that using a combination of
Al systems is where the in-
dustrvis headed.

“A single model is not

enough to solve business
problems,” Qiao said in an
interview. Fireworks focuses
on smaller and open source
modelsthat are meanttotake
on specific business needs.
and are easier touse and cus-
tomise. Fireworks uses mod-
els from companies includ-
ing Stability Al Meta and
Mistral Al, and works with
hardware and infrastruc-
ture providers like Nvidia,
AMD and AWS. sLoomeerc

Budget will be
unveiled by FM Nirmala Sitha-
raman on July 23 and it will be
her seventh consecutive Bud-
got, a record eclipsing Morarji
Desai’ssix inarow This will be
the first Budget of the new coa-
lition govt, which assumed offi-
ce in June. PM Modi was
sworn-in for histhird term.
Last month, President
Droupadi Murmu in her add-
ress to Parliament said the
Budget will have several his-
toric steps and the pace of re-
forms would be accelerated.
The Budget is being presented
against the backdrop of glo-
bal challenges and geopoliti-
cal tensions. It is expected to
spell out the steps for govt's
Viksit Bharat strategy and en-
sure that India emerges as a
developed country by 2047,

MGM Healthcare
Group acquires
SevenHills Hospital

Chennai: Healthcare group
MGM Healthcare announced
the acquisition of 300-bed Se-
venHills Hospital at Visak-
hapatnam for an undisclosed
amount, It has acquired the
multi-specialty hospital
through corporate insolven-
cy resolution process, MGM
Healthcare said in a state-
ment on Thursday. The acqu-
1sition comes nine months
after the Chennai headquar-
tered group had acquired
Fortis Malar Hospitals in the
city. SevenHills hospital re-
corded a revenue of more
than Rs 100 crore In FY24. taw

Tata Elxsi, Emerson open mobility
innovation centre in Bengaluru

Tines News NETwoRK

Bengaluru: Bengaluru-
based design and technology
services company Tata Elxsi
and global automation firm
Emerson have inaugurated
the Tata Elxsi NI Mobility In-
novation Centre (Tenmic) in
Bengaluru. The centre will
serve as a hub that combines
advanced technologies and
systems from Emerson’s test
& measurement business
(formerly National Instru-
ments) with Tata Elxsi's au-
tomotive engineering, data
analvtics, and digitalisation
capabilities.

The automotive industry
is undergoing a rapid trans-
formation with the introduc-
tion of software-defined ve-
hicles (SDV)and the integra-
tion of digital technologies.
Thischangenecessitates fas-
ter innovation to develop,
validate, and release new fea-

that combines advanced tech-
nologies from Emerson’s test &
measurement business with Tata
Elxsi's automotive engineering,
data analytics

tures quickly while main-
taining reliability, safety,
and performance. Tenmic is
strategically aligned with
these industry trends, allow-
ing OEMs to validate per-
formance and functionality
through a combination of
virtual and physical testing
well before production,
Mano] Raghavan, ma-
naging director and chief
executive officer of Tata
Elxsi, stated in an interac-
tion with TOI, “The idea of
setting thisupis toenhance
customer experience who
can take inspiration from

the art of possibility, how
can we test faster and how
can wedo simulations.”
Shaju S, vice president
and head of the transporta-
tion business unit at Tata
Elxsi, highlighted that India
is emerging as a global hub
for next-generation automo-
tive development, with the
presence of global R&D cen-
tres of the entire mobility
ecosystem, from OEMs to sil-
icon vendors, The shift in ve-
hicle E/E architecture, elec-
trification, and connectivity

is driving the need for ad-

vanced software develop-

ment and testing capabili-
ties. Bengaluru, where both
Tata Elxsi and Emerson’s
Test & Measurement busi-
ness are headguartered in
India, offers the combined
global expertise of the two
companies to the entire
world while enabling prox-
imity to the thriving R&D
ecosystem of global OEMs,
suppliers, and technology
companiesin India.

Shitendra Bhattacharva,
director of Emerson’s Test
and Measurement Business
in India & ASEAN, empha-
sized that their partnership
with Tata Elxsi to establish
this mobility innovation
centre for the automotive
sector will enable rapid ad-
vancements in automotive
technologies and valida-
tion, driving the industryv
forward and redefining the
possibilities within the mo-
bility landscape.
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With Inflation At 5%, It’s Premature To Talk
About Rate Cuts: RBI Guv Shaktikanta Das

Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: RBI governor
Shaktikanta Das on Thurs-
day indicated that interest
rates may remain higher for
longer. Witha4.7% riseinre-

tail inflation in May, Das said

that inflation numbers for
June — which will be anno-
unced on Friday — are ex-
pected to be close to 5%, ac-
cording to surveyvs. “When
weare at 5% and our target is
4%, I think it is premature to
talk about interest rate
cuts,” Das said in an intervi-
ew with CNBC.

The governor also said
that rate cuts would adverse-

ly affect ‘silent depositors’.

Das emphasised on the
cautious approach, sayving
that while some central
banks provide guidance on
when a rate cut is likely, the
issue globally and inIndia is
the prevailing uncertainty.
He expressed his reluctance
to give any forward guidan-
ce that might mislead mar-
ket playvers, and said, “I wo-
uld rather not give any for-
ward guidance which would
lead market players to board

thewrongtrain.” Theappro-

ach intends to provide stabi-
lity and reassurance to the

market. The adverse impact
of arate cut on depositors is
a new issue confronting
RBI. The central bank had
expressed concerns over
bank advances outpacing
deposit growth, which re-
mained sluggish. Business
figures reported by banks in

few yearsago, “It hasmoreto
do with our stable funda-
mentals than anything else.
REI only manages volatili-
tv.” said Das. He also added
that it is the strong funda-
mentalsthat justify aratings
upgrade by international ra-
ting agencies. “It should ha-

On Outlook: | would rather not give any
forward guidance which would lead
market players to board the wrong train...

Rupee: It (resilience) has more to do with our
stable fundamentals than anything else. RBI only
manages volatility — Shaktikanta Das | rei cuv

the first quarter indicate
that deposit growth has not
picked up much.

Besides inflation and
the adverse impact on depo-
gits, the third factor that
might prevent RBI from cut-
tingratesisthe high growth
rate. Das said that the high
ocrowth momentum of Q4
FY24 had continued and
was maintained in the first
quarter.

On the steady exchange
rate, Dasattributed the rupe-
e's resilience to its macroe-
conomic fundamentals,
which have been much
stronger than they were a

ve happened earlier... While
rating does play arole, many
large investors do their own
analysis and markets are
ahead of rating agencies,”
said Das.

FEconomistsattributeasig-
nificant portion of the rise in
CP1 to unstable commodities,
especially food items. Altho-
ugh food price inflation is not
caused by demand-related fac-
tors, RBI can only address this
by increasing interest rates to
prevent widespread inflatio-
nary expectations. In this qu-
arter, besides food prices, a ri-
se in telecom tariffs could also
add to price pressures.
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For first time, Nato accuses China of
supplying Russia’s attacks on Ukraine

Declaration Has Implicit Threat That Be

Washington: After decadesof
viewing China as a distant th-
reat, Nato on Wednesday accu-
sed Beijing of becoming “a de-
cisive enabler of Russia’s war
against Ukraine,” and deman-
ded that it halt shipments of
“weapons components” and
othertechnology critical to the
rebuilding of the Russian mili-
tary. The statement is contain-
ed inadeclaration approved by
the 32 leaders of the alliance.

It is a major departure for
Nato, which until 2019 never of-
ficially mentioned China as a
concern, and then only in the
blandest of language. Now; for
the first time, the alliance has
joined in Washington's denun-
ciations of China's military
support for Russia,

But the declaration conta-
ins an implicit threat that Chi-
na's growing support for Rus-
sia will come at a cost. China
“cannot enable the largest war
in Europe mn recent history
without this negatively impac-
ting its interests and reputa-
tion,"” thedeclaration said, par-
ticularly calling out “its large-
scale support for Russia’s de-
fence industrial base.”

The Nato declaration did
not specify what those costs
would be, although the natural
first step would be economic
sanctions that barred China

19% declinein  Amjd fears of Russia-

P10 support for
Biden: Report

Washington: There is a 19%
decline in Indian Americans
supporting incumbent Prez Bi-
den between the 2020 election
and the 2024 election cycle, ac-
cording to a bi-annual Asian
American Voter Survey, the
longest-running survey of Asi-
an-American voters released
on Wednesday Conducted by
Aslan and Pacific Islander
American Vote, AAPI Data,
Asian Americans Advancing
Justice and AARP, the survey
reveals 46% of Indian Ameri-
cans intend to vote for Biden
this vear against 65% in 2020.

The drop of 19% is the lar-
gest among all the Asian-Ame-
rican ethnic communities.

According to the survey,
which was conducted before
the June 27 debate between Bi-
den and Trump, 46% Asian
Americans are likely to vote for
Biden, down eight percentage
points since 2020, while 31% are
likely to vote for Trump, gai-
ning one point since 2020. Ho-
wever, Trump has gained just
24 infavourability rating (28%
in 202010 30% in 2024). e

ljing

Biden told Ukraine Prez IEJEnsky on Thursday that he would be announcing
a new security package for Kyiv. ‘We will stay with you, period,’ he told
Zelensky ahead of a bilateral meeting amid the Nato summit in Washington

China tells Nato not to create chaos in Asia,
rejects label of ‘enabler’ of Ukraine war

hina accused Nato on Thursday of seeking security at the expen-

se of others and told the alliance not to bring the same “chaos™
to Asia. The statement by a foreign ministry spokesperson came
after Nato labelled China a “decisive enabler” of Russia's war again-
st Ukraine. *Nato hyping up China’s responsibility on the Ukraine
issue is unreasonable and has sinister motives,” spokespersonLin
Jian said at a daily briefing. He maintained that China has a fair and
objective stance on the Ukraine issue. Lin said that China's trade wi-
th Russiais legitimate and reasonable and based on World Trade Or-
ganization rules. China has also expressed concern about Nato's bu-
dding relationships with countries in the region. Australia, New Zeal-
and, Japan and South Korea sent their leaders or deputies to the Na-
to summit this week. *China urges Nato to ... stop interfering in Chi-
na's internal politics and smearing China's image and not create ch-
aos in the Asia-Pacific after creating turmoil in Europe,” Lin said. ar

from parts of global markets.
Even a year ago, European

leaders were hesitant to challe-

nge Beijing, especially nations

like Germany that view China

as a critical market for high-

end cars and luxury goods.
Many European leaders

Backing Moscow Will Come At A Cost

11111:1{1]1\, dismissed the agree-
® mentreached inearly 2022, just
before the Beljing Olympics,
for a “partnership without bi-
mits” signed by Russian Prez
Putin and Chinese Prez Xi Jin-
ping. Even Prez Joe Biden said
he had his doubts that the two
countries, with a long history
of enmity, could work together:
In March 2023, during a trip to
Canada, hesaid, “Ithink we va-
stly exaggerate” the partners-
hip. But 29 months after the in-
vasion of Ukraine, that view
has changed drastically

While China has heeded
warnings not to supply Russia
with full weapons systems, it
has done everything short of
that, providing computer ch-
ips, advanced software and the
components needed for Russia
to rebuild a defense industrial
base that churned out faulty
and outdated equipment.

The intelligence evidence
was provided to Nato countries
by the Biden administration,
inaneffort to win over skeptics
who argued that China was not
a central playver in the war
That succeeded, but only after
the US published the names, in
a treasury department econo-
mic sanctions order, of Chine-
se front companies and manu-
facturers that were funneling
the technology to Russia. nyr

China axis, US hopes

India will persuade Moscow to end war

Chidanand Rajghatta | Tnn

Washington: Amid publicly
expressed concerns from the
state department over PM Na-
rendra Modi's meetings with
Russia’s Prez Putin, Pentagon
Wednesday said the US "will
continuetoview Indiaasastr-
ategic partner... will continue
to have a robust dialogue with
them”, while hoping New Del-
hi will play a role in persua-
ding Moscow toend its waron
Ukraine. Pentagon’'s remarks
come even as Nato appears to
see the emergence of a Rus-
sia-China axis. “India and
Russia have had arelationship
foraverylongtime. FromaUS
perspective, India is a strate-
gic partner with whom we con-
tinue to engage in full and
frank dialogue to include their
relationship with Russia,”
Pentagon press secretary Ma-
jor General Pat Rvder told re-
porters, in the backdrop of the
Nato summit in Washington,
where the alliance called Chi-
naa “decisiveenabler” of Rus-
sia inits waron Ukraine.

Amid eritical commentary
in the US media that the Modi
trip to Moscow showed Putin
was not as isolated as claimed
by the Biden administration,
Ryder suggested the Russian
leader may be trving to repre-
sent the visit in such a manner
but “the fact of the matter is
Prez Putin’s war of choice has
isolated Russiafromtherestof
the world, and it has come at
greatcost”. He pointed out that
Modi met recently with Ukrai-
ne’s Prez Zelensky and offered
his assurances that India will
continue to do everything wit-
hin its means to support a pea-
ceful solution to the war,

“I think we trust India will
supportefforts torealise an en-
duringand just peace for Ukra-
ineand will convey to Mr Putin
the importance of adhering to
the UN charter and the princi-
plesof sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity,” he added.

The Biden administra-
tion's (and Nato's) view of Rus-
sia and its invasion of Ukraine
is undercut by the fact that for-
mer prez Donald Trump and

his MAGA principals take a
more benign view of Moscow,
believingthat the US“deepsta-
te” is unnecessarily stoking
wars, in part by extending Na-
to to Russia's borders.

The possibility of Trump's
return to the White House has
been a constant undercurrent
at the Natosummit, withmany
European leaders expressing
apprehension about the future
of thealliance should that hap-
pen. Trump has been dismissi-
ve about Nato and its purpose,
and on Wednesday, even as Bi-
den was talking up the allian-
ce, he was denigrating it. “I
didn’t know what the hell Nato
was too much before,” he said
at a rally making his ignoran-
ce public. “Butitdidn’t takeme
long to figure it out, like two
minutes. The first thing I figu-
red out was they were not pay-
ing. Wewere paying almost ful-
ly for Nato. And Isaid that's un-
fair:” He then went in to relate
how he told a shocked Natoally
the US would not protect it
from Russia if itdid not pay its
share of the alliance funding.
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Pre-presser poll
reveals 56% of
Dems want Biden
to end candidacy

Chidanand Rajghatta | Tnn

Washington: Hours before US
Prez Joe Biden's live press con-
ference, scheduled for 4am Fri-
dav India time, a Washingion
Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll reve-
aled that 56% of Democrats wa-
nt Biden to end his candidacy
while 42% want him to conti-
nue to seek re-election. Overall,
2 In 3 adults say the president
should step aside, including
maore than 7 in 10 independents.
Those numbers reflect the
diminishing support for Biden
after the debate debacle nearly
two weeks ago when he repea-
tedly stumbled and mumbled,
triggering panic and anxiety in
the Democratic party Altho-
ugh he has been more cogent
and forceful since then, party
activists are now concerned
how he will last four years sho-
uld he carve a path to victory
over the next four months.
Although the primary sub-
ject matter of the press confe-
rence at White House will be
the just-concluded Nato sum-
mit, Americans of all hues and
interested parties across the
world will be watching every
word and gesture to determine
if the8l-year-old president reta-
ing the cognitive ability to run
forasecond term. Although the
US president has defiantly said
he plans to continue his re-elec-
tion campaign and all talk of
quitting should cease, it hasn't.
The scuttlebutt in the capi-
tal is many of his supporters
and well-wishers are being con-
siderate in waiting for the Nato
summit to conclude before ea-
sing him out of the party nomi-
nation, with the kind of love
and affection reserved foranen-
feebled grandfather being led
outof araucous party Actor Ge-
orge Clooney, a big-time Demo-
cratic donor, was among those
who channelled the “we love
vou grandpa, but it's time for
bed” theme in a New York Tim-
es oped, writing, “1 love Joe Bid-
en... But the one battle he cann-
ot win isthe fight againsttime.”
Indeed, barring a few lawm-
akers and party veterans, there
have been very few full-throa-
ted endorsements for Biden.
Many Democratic senators and
representatives fear Biden's di-
minishing poll numbers will
become a down-ballot deadwe-
ight that could drag them to de-
feat, losing the party both the
House and Senate along with
the White House.

Thermonuclear blasts & new species:

Inside Musk’s plan to colonise Mars

SpaceX Working On Plans For Dome Habitats, Spacesulits,
& Researching Whether Humans Can Procreate Off Earth

Kirsten Grind

Musk has focused SpaceX,

his rocket company, on his
lifelong goal of reaching Mars.
Over the last vear, he has also
ramped up work on what will
happen if he gets there.

Musk, 53, has directed Spa-
ceX employees to drill into the
design and details of a Martian
city, according to people with
knowledge of the efforts and
documents viewed by NY'T.
One team is drawing up plans
for small dome habitats, inclu-
ding the materials to build
them. Another is working on
spacesuits tocombat Mars' hos-
tile environment, while a medi-
cal team is researching whet-
her humans can have children
there. Musk has volunteered
his sperm to help seed a colony.

The initiatives, whicharein
their infancy, are a shift toward
more conerete planning for life
on Marsas Musk’s timeline has
hastened. While he said in 2016
it would take 40-100 yvears to ha-
ve a self-sustaining civilisation
on the planet, Musk told Spa-
ceX employvees in April he now
expects one million people tobe
living there in about 20 yvears.

“There’s high urgency to
making life multi-planetary,”
he'ssaid. “We've got todo it whi-
le civilisation is so strong.”

Musk has long tried to defy
the impossible and has often
managed to beat tough odds.
But his vision for life on Mars
takes his seemingly limitless
ambitions to their most extre-
me — and some might say ab-
surdist — point. No one has
ever set foot on the planet. Nasa
doesn’t expect to land humans
on Mars until the 2040s. And if
people get there, they will be
greeted by a barren terrain, icy
temperatures, dust storms, and

Fur over two decades, Elon

A SpaceX rendering of the proposed Mars colony includes a giant dome
for communal living, with smaller domes scattered around it

airthat’s impossible to breathe.

Yet Musk is so wedded to the
idea of creating a civilisation
on Mars — he once said he
plans to die there — that it has
propelled nearly every busi-
nessendeavour he has underta-
ken on Earth. His vision for
Mars underlies most of the six
companies he leads or owns,
each of which could potentially
contribute to an extraterrestri-
al colony, according tothe docu-
ments and the people.

Musk, worth about $270 bil-
lion, has publicly declared that
he only accumulates assets to
fund his plans for Mars. While
Musk has spoken about Mars
for vears and SpaceX released
two basic drawings of a colony
around 2018, many specifics
and the company’s shift toward
civilisation planning haven't
previously been reported.

Musk has been fascinated
by Mars since reading Isaac
Asimov’s 1951 novel, “Founda-
tion,” when he was 10. In the bo-
ok, the protagonist builds a co-
lony across a galaxy to save hu-
manity from thefall of an inter-
stellar empire. But people close
to Musk said he was just trving
to best Jeff Bezos, Amazon'sfo-
under who envisions humans
living in giant space stations
acrossthe solar system,

To reach Mars, SpaceX has
built Starship, a nearly 400-foot
reusable rocket. A future ver-
sion of Starship may have a li-
ving space initsnose. Musk has
said he hoped to create his own
species on Mars, an idea he has
repeated over the yearsto those
close to the company. “I think
it's quite likely that we'd want
to bioengineer new organisms
that are better suited to living
on Mars,” hesaid. “Humanity's
kind of done that over time, by
sort of selective breeding.”

He also has a strategv for
warmth. He's said he would
tackle icy temperatures with a
series of thermonuclear explo-
sions that would warm the pla-
net by creating artificial suns.
Hundreds of solar panels will
help create energy. The indust-
rial design team has been crea-
ting renderings for a city, which
will centre on a giant dome for
communal living, with smaller
domes scattered around it
Musk is particularly concer-
ned with making sure the city
looks cool, two people said. In
April, Musk told SpaceX emplo-
yees the Mars colony would be
self-sustaining in case somet-
hing happened to Earth. To
achieve that, Musk plans to use
Starship as sort of a Noah's
Ark, three people said. wyr

She]ley Duvall, star of “The Shining’, dies

A helley Duvall, the intrepid,
Texas-born movie star
S whose wide-eyed, winso-
me presence was a mainstay in
the films of Robert Altman and
who co-starred in Stan-
ley Kubrick's “The Shi-
ning,” hasdied at 75. She
died Thursday in her
sleep at her home in
Blanco, said her longti-
me partner, Dan Gilroy.
The cause was complica-
tions of diabetes, said her pub-
licist Gary Springer. “My dear,
sweet, wonderful life, partner,
and friend left us last night,”
Dan Gilroy said. “Too much
suffering lately, now she's free.
Fly away beautiful Shelley™

US deploying long-range missiles
in Germany a threat, says Russia

Moscow: Russia will act to co-
unter the planned US deploy-
ment of long-range missiles in
Germany, the Kremlin said on
Thursday, as it regarded the Na-
to military alliance’s actions as
a serious threat to Russia’s na-
tional security The US and Ger-
many announced at a Nato
summit in Washington on Wed-
nesday that they would begin
deploying long-range fire capa-
bilities in Germany in 2026 to
demonstrate their commit-
ment to Nato and European de-
fence at a time when Russia is
waging war in Ukraine.

They said the “episodic de-
ployments” were in prepara-
tion for longer-term stationing
that would include SM-6, Toma-
hawk cruise missiles and hyv-
personic weapons withalonger
range than current capabilities
in Europe. Nato also said on
Wednesday that a new US air
defence base in northern Po-
land, designed to detect and in-

tercept ballistic missile attacks
aspartof abroader Natomissi-
le shield, was mission-ready

Asked at a briefing with
Russian news agencies about
the outcome of the Nato summ-
it, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said: “The Nato has on-
ceagain very clearly confirmed
itsessence. ltisanalliance crea-
ted in an era of confrontation
with the aim of maintaining
confrontation.”

“Tensions on the European
continent are escalating asare-
sult,” he added, saying the
Kremlin was watching as Na-
to's military infrastructure
crept closer. “We see the deci-
sionstaken in Nato to create se-
parate logistics hubs in Black
Sea cities, the opening of addi-
tional facilities in Europe, and
we see that infact Nato’s milita-
v infrastructure is constantly
and incrementally moving to-
wards our borders,” said Pes-
Kov. REUTERS

US finalising Gaza truce deal, troop pullout: Report

Times News NETWORK

“The US 1s working on a ce-
asefire deal in Gaza that
involves withdrawal of

Israeli and Hamas forees, an
“interim governance” arran-
cement during which securi-
ty would be provided by a US-
trained force of Arabs who
support the Palestinian Aut-
hority, releaseof Israeli hosta-
gesandasurge in humanitari-
an aid to civilians, as per a co-
lnmnist in Washington Post.

The column, by foreign af-

fairs specialist David Ignati-
us, quotesanunnamed senior
S official as sayving that “the
framework is agreed” and
that the parties were now “ne-
gotiatingdetailsof how itwill
be implemented.” To forge
the deal, US Middle East advi-
ser Brett McGurk and CIA di-
rector William J Burns have
been shuttling among regio-
nal capitals since Nov, it said.

The plan is to be implemen-

ted in three stages, Ignatius

Bodies trapped in Gaza City in fresh assault

esidents of Gaza City were trapped in houses and bodies lay

uncollected inthe streets under an intense new Israeli assault
on Thursday. Residents say this week's assault is comparable to
the fiercest battle of the war, which destroyed the enclave's oldest
and biggest settlement in the first weeks of fighting last year.

Home to over a quarter of Gaza's residents before the war, Gaza
City was largely razed to the ground in late 2023, but thousands have
returned to homes in the ruins. They have now once again been orde-
red out by the Israeli military. But many say they won't go. Gaza's
health ministry said it had reports of people trapped and others
killed in their houses in Tel Al Hawa and Sabra districts.

Emergency service said at least 30 people had been killed in Tel
Al-Hawa and Rimal areas but it could not recover the bodies. reuters

wrote, quoting officials. “First
would be a six-week ceasefire,
during which Hamas would re-
lease 33 Israeli hostages, inclu-
ding all female prisoners, all
menoversdandall whoarewo-
unded. Israel would release
hundredsof Palestinians from
its prisons and withdraw its
troops from densely populated
areas foward the eastern bor-
der of Gaza. Humanitarianaid
would flow in, hospitals would
be repaired, and crews would

begin clearing the rubble.”
Thesecond phase would be-
gin with an interim governan-
ce plan in which neither Ha-
mas nor Israel would rule Ga-
za, Ignatius wrote. Security
would be provided by a “force
trained by the United States
and backed by moderate Arab
allies, drawn from a core group
of about 2500 supporters of
the Palestinian Authority in
Gaza who have already been
vetted by Israel”, As per a US

official, Ignatius wrote, Hamas
had told mediators that it was
“prepared to relinquish autho-
rity to the interim governance
arrangement”. The third pha-
se would involve a “multi-vear
reconstruction plan” along the
lines of a UN resolution.

Ignatius said the deal, if it
zoes through, would be aring-
ingvalidation of US President
Biden’'s “patient diplomacy”,
balancing America’s role as
peacemaker in the region
with strong military support
for Israel. “Itwouldalsocreate
a potential valedictory mo-
ment for the president, affor-
dinghimachancetostep back
honourably from his quest for
a second term or, conversely,
todouble down,” he wrote,

The columnist, however,
added that US officials were
treading with caution becau-
se, “although the framework
1sinplace, afinal pact probab-
ly isn't imminent, and the de-
tails are complex and will ta-
ke time to work through™.

Covering on spire of a cathedral that Monet painted catches fire

Blaze In Rouen Cathedral A Haunting &
Reminder Of 2019 Fire At Notre-Dame

a cathedral in Rouen,
France, that inspired the
artist Claude Monet caught fire
on Thursday, city officials said.
The cathedral, Notre-Dame
de Rouen, about 112km north-
west of Paris, was evacuated,
and emergency services were
atthesite, local officials said on
X. “All of the public resources
havebeenmobilised,” thecityv's
mayor, Nicolas Mayer-Rossig-
nol, wrote on X, adding that the
fire's cause was unknown.

A tarp covering the spire of

Caroline Dutarte, a Rouen
official, said that only a tarp
covering the cathedral’s spire
had caught fire and that the
blaze was under control. She
said the tarphad been in place
around the spire because the
cathedral was undergoing re-
novation work. “There do-
esn't seem to be too much da-
mage and, above all, no one
was injured,” Dutarte said.

The blaze in Rouen was a
haunting reminder of the 2019
fire at Notre-Dame cathedral in

Riutirs

The Rouen cathedral, whose construction began in the 12th century, is
considered one of the finest Gothic churches in France. Among its most

notable visitors was Monet, who painted the cathedral more than 30 times

aris, which almost brought
the building to the ground and
toppled its 300-foot spire. The
Paris cathedral, which is over
850 vears old, is scheduled tore-
open in December.

The Rouen cathedral, who-
se construction began in the
12th century, is considered one
of thefinest Gothicchurchesin
France, Among its most notab-
le visitors was Monet, who pa-
inted the cathedral more than

30 times in the early 1890s, ac-

cording to the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York.
He often captured its facade
from different angles and at dif-
ferent times of theday

The cathedral has suffered
significant harm in the past:
An earlier building was destro-
yved by Viking invasions in 841,
and the cathedral was severely
damaged by Allied bombard-
mentsin World War 1L

S0 has the spire, which, at
almost 500 feet tall, is the hig-
hestin France, It was destroved
by lightning in 1822 and was la-
ter rebuilt using cast iron, then
avery modern material.

Earlier this year a massive
fire hit another historic Euro-
pean building, Copenhagen's
Old Stock Exchange, toppling
its spire. Large parts of the ou-
ter walls later collapsed. wyt

Duvall was in college when
Altman’s crew, preparing to
film “Brewster McCloud,” en-
countered her as at a party in
1970, They introduced her to the
director, who cast her
“Brewster McCloud”
and made her his prote-
ge, Duvall appeared in
many Altman films like
‘Thieves Like Us/
‘Washville,’, ‘Popeve,’
‘Three Women," and *McCabe &
Ms Miller:' Duvall told NYT in
14877, “He offers me...good roles.
None of them have been alike.
He has great confidence in me,
and a trust and respect for me,
anddoesn’'tputanyrestrictions
onmeor intimidate me, and1lo-

ve him. | remember the first ad-
vice he gave me: ‘Don’t take yo-
urself  seriously’.” Duvall,
gaunt and gawky, was no con-
ventional starlet. But she had a
beguiling frank manner and
exuded a singular naturalism.
Atherpeak, Duvall wasare-
gular star in some of the defi-
ning movies of the 1970s and
1980s. In “The Shining,” she pla-
ved Wendy Torrance. It was Du-
vall's screaming face that made
up half of the film’s most iconic
image. But Duvall disappeared
from movies almost as quickly
asshearrived in them. By 1990s,
she began retiring from acting.
she was last seen in 2002's
“Manna From Heaven.” ap

AROUND THE WORLD
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A ‘Zaldiko' (people wearing horse figures) hits revellers with a sponge
during San Fermin festival's parade in Pamplona, Spain, on Thursday

Woman swept to sea
while swimming ata
Japanese beach is
rescued 37 hrs later

Chinese woman in her 20s

who was swept out to sea
while swimming at a Japanese
beach was rescued 37 hours
later after drifting in a swim-
ming ring more than 80km in
Pacific Ocean, officials said
Thursday. The woman was
spotted by a cargo ship early
Wednesday off the southern tip
of Boso Peninsula. Two of its
crew jJumped into the sea and
rescued the woman. She was
slightly dehydrated but in good
health and walked away after
being examined at a hospital,

1-year-old in Mississippi
survives 48 hours of storm,
found crawling on highway
A Louisiana sheriff says a
1-year-old “miracle baby™
survived two days of stormy
weather before a truck driver
spotted him crawling along a
roadside the day after his
4-year-old brother was found
dead and his mother was

arrested in Mississippi. The
baby had bug bites but appea-
red to be in good condition.
Autopsy reports were pending
on the 4-year-old who was
found Monday in a lake near
the Texas state line. Authorities
learned he had last been seen
on Saturday with his mother,
Aaliyah Jack, 25, and the infant.
Jack was arrested on Tuesday
in Meridian, Mississippi, over
563km from where her children
were found. She was to be
extradited to Louisiana, where
she faced a charge of failure to
report a missing child.

Baldwin cast as reckless
flouter of rules at trial
Prosecutors sought to cast
Alec Baldwin as someone who
flouts rules and has little reg-
ard for safety at the first day of
his trial in the shooting of a
cinematographer. The special
prosecutor repeatedly referred
to Baldwin playing “make-
believe” with a revolver on the
set of ‘Rust’, and said it led to
very real danger and the death
of Halyna Hutchins. The pro-
secutor said behind-the-scenes
video will show Baldwin casu-
ally disregarding basic safety.
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Topic: Problem Solving Skills
for Engineers in the Era of Al

IS Al RESHAPING THE WORLD?
Al will create new jobs with difterent skills

Friday
July 12,
4.30pmto
5.30pm

AND NOW

| is advancing rapidly, transforming our daily lives and enhancing productivity. While Al will

utomate certain tasks and reinvent traditional work methods, it will also create new jobs Event ;-}agt? link: . "':-:7":3:‘** OUR CEO:
requiring different skills. Organisations should work towards leveraging Al to cultivate a future- https://bit.ly/ R MUGHAL-
ready workforce by focusing on integrating Al with human capabilities instead of replacing aitechies3 S AT-

them. Employers should focus on creating learning opportunities and training em-
ployees in relevant Al skills. This can include training programmers to write better Al
algorithms, designers to use generative Al, talent acquisition managers to utilise Al-as-
sisted recruitment tools, and upskilling technical workers as prompt engineers, data
ethicists, and Al auditors. Al-powered learning systems can personalise the learning
experience for each employee. At Infosys, we believe that encouraging employees to
use Al to enhance their human capabilities, such as creative thinking and innovation,
will help alleviate their concerns and reduce skepticism about Al
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Al is changing your HR department Kunal, Vignesh

Al's productivity gains mean HR professionals need to upskill to stay relevant
A
|

use Al to clean
~ data easily
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understand the output of Al tools. It
doesn’t mean that HR professionals
need to become Al experts, but they
should understand the capabilities

Akhil.George@timesofindia.com o s
For campus hiring, we use Al-integrated

gamified assessments to evaluate can- |
didates more effectively. One of the notable ad- &S ;
vantages of dEpluymg_thESE tools is their a!:rlht'_n.r _‘.}J: and limitations of Al tools.”

to remove the influence of unconscious i ! HR professionals need to become
biases, which can sometimes ma@w&rt- - | _ more business savvy as well, says | ‘
ently affect human decision-making. H Vikram Ahuja, co-Founder of ANSR | " . ‘ _

n the pre-Al era, business ser-
vices provider Quess Corp’s HR
department was bogged down
with time-consuming tasks like
running surveys and conducting
hundreds of focus group sessions just

to gather basic emplovee feedback.
A single emplovee feedback con-
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Overall, It helps in saving time, en- & CEO of Talent500. “Think bevond

hances the quality of candidates, and paperwork. Understand how HR im-
fosters an inclusive work culture. r

k
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versation would take about 30 min-
utes, says Ruchi Ahluwali, group
chief human resources officer for
Quess Corp. Now, with Nikki --
Quess' Al chathot that performs
sentiment analysis, categorising
feedback as positive, negative, or
neutral - that same process takes
only five minutes. “The Al handles
the initial data collection and anal-
vsls, presenting it on a dashboard
for quick review.”

To put this into perspective,
Ruchi says they have about 8,356 con-
versations with their employees
vearly, which without Nikki, would
have taken a staggering 1,990 days.
“With Nikki, we've cut that down to
just 332 days. This efficiency boost
has transformed our Human Re-
source Business Partners (HRBFs)
from data collectors into strategic
decision-makers. They now focus on
actionable insights, innovative ini-
tiatives, and creating a more people-
centric company culture.”

Boosting productivity by signifi-
cant amounts is the chief reason why
Al is taking our world by storm.

Madhav Krishna, CEOQ and found-
er of Vahan.co, says a recruiter cli-
ent, who utilised Vahan's Al tech to
hire blue-collar workers, achieved a
notable productivity leap. “Previ-
ously, their team maxed out at 100
calls per day. However, with the help
of Vahan.ai, they were able to make
a staggering 500 calls in a single day
— a fivefold increase in output! The
benefits extended beyond call vol-
ume, hiring outcomes soared as well.
Where thev once averaged one suc-
cessful hire per day, Al support em-
powered them to consistently bring
on ten to fifteen recruits daily™

Javaprakash Nair, senior engi-
neering leader of data science at
Altimetrik, says that whetting and
filtering resumes with Al has had

Priyanka Anand | vr & HeaD 1R,
SOUTHEAST AS1A OCEANIA AND INDIA, ERICSSON

form of administration is changing
as technology and HR automation
are harnessed, administrative tasks
remain a major part of the HR role.
This involves understanding how

processes.
Balasubramanian Kumarappan
| VP AND HEAD, ANALYTICS; MINDSPRINT

To stay relevant in the age of Al, HR
professionals should focus on developing
a combination of technical and soft skills. This
includes learning about data analysis, machine
learning, and how to interpret Al-generated
insights. Secondly, develop skills in managing
and implementing Al tools. Although the

to integrate Al with existing / '

and efficiency. For example, in HR,
you can recruit faster, on-board
more efficiently with personalised
plans, have a better performance
management system, reduce bias
and increase inclusion for DEl and
automate routine HR functions.
Jaspreet Bindra | rounper,

TECH WHISPERER

unexpected advantages too. “There
have been anecdotes of Alflagging
fictitious content in the resumes.
This helps surface spurious re-
sumes. Another area where Al has
helped, 1s in surfacing and quanti-
fying emplovee sentiments. We've
heard stories of capable but dis-
gruntled emplovees being flagged
by Al, so that corrective and pre-
ventive measures can be adopted
prior to the emplovees actually
deciding to leave the company.”

| believe that much like IT was a ClOs

responsibility, and the Internet, with
Google and Facebook, became the CMOs game,
Generative Al will fall squarely in the CHRO
camp. This is because GenAl is primarily a
powerful tool to ramp up employee productivity

|1

This image is Al generated

Our recent Future of Pay in india Report 2024 revealed that
the majority of organisations in India (59%) are consider-
ing GenAl for HR processes. In this workplace shift, it is
important for HR professionals to embrace Al as a tool,
alongside honed data literacy and critical thinking.
Those who possess these skills can proficiently inter-
pret reports, comprehend data models and algorithms,
and transform findings into actionable strategies.
Srinivas Konidena | cto & vp, APAC PRODUCTS, ADP

ORACLE INDIA

Gen Al has been a major game changer for HR with its
potential to transform workforce productivity, increase
new growth nppartunit]es and achieve better employee satisfac-
tion. Its adoption has been rapid, where generative Al
not only assists in completing daily mundane tasks in
less time, but also supports in better decision making
and enhancing employee experiences. With embed-
ded Gen Al, HR teams today can streamline processes,
2. | such as hiring, talent management, career develop-
L7 ment, and service delivery.

' | Shailesh Singla | senion DIRECTOR, APPLICATIONS,

How to stay relevant

With such impressive productivity
gains with the Al models of today,
and with models improving continu-
ously, 1t stands to reason that com-
panies might not need as many HR
professionals in the future as they
have historically needed.

“As more and more HR tasks
become automated, it is possible
that some jobs may become obso-
lete or that employees will be dis-
placed from their current roles.

Those role holders may require
reskilling or upskilling programs
to help transition to new roles,”
says Swadesh Behera, chief people
officer for Titan Company.

To stay relevant, Vinu AV, talent
digital transformation and opera-
tions leader at EY Global Delivery
Services (GDS), says having the abil-
ity to understand and interpret data
is crucial now. “HR professionals
should be able to use data analytics
to make informed decisions and to

O T———
share autonomy: Expert

Akhil.George@timesofindia.com We're trying to get

robots to start mak-
ing informed decisions that
are potentially beyond the
realms of human intelli-
gence. In the next five to 10
years, what we're going to
see is not solutions that are
fully autonomous, we're go-
ing to see observations that
are somewhere in between,
where we have humans
still in control of many of
the high-level goals, but
the robot will take a lot of
decisions on their own. And
this is what we call shared
autonomy.
Sethu Vijaykumar |
DIRECTOR, ROBOTICS AND Al

n a world racing towards
artificial intelligence
dominance, Sethu Vijaya-
kumar is advocating for a
more nuanced approach:
shared autonomy between
humans and machines.
Vijayakumar, director of ro-
botics and Al at the Alan Turing
Institute and a chair professor
of robotics at the University of
Edinburgh, believes the next
frontier in robotics isn't about
replacing humans, but enhanc-
ing their capabilities.

“We're trying to get robots
that can make decisions on
their own, start making in-
formed decisions that are poten-
tially bevond the realms of hu-
man intelligence,” Vijayaku-
mar said during a presentation
at the first dayv of the Interna-
tional Gen Al conclave held in
Kochi, Kerala on Thursday.
“But in the next five to 10 vears.
what we're going to see is not
solutions that are fully autono-
mous, but solutions that are
somewhere in between.”

This vision of shared au-
tonomy could revolutionise in-
dustries ranging from manufac-

ALAN TURING INSTITUTE

turing to healthcare, In one ex-
ample, Vijavakumar showeased
how a “tele-barista™ robot in
Tokyo is able to prepare coffee
while being partially controlled

ing individuals with disabilities
who might otherwise be unable
to join the workforce.

The applications extend far
bevond coffee shops. Vijayaku-

on robots that could maintain
assets on Mars, and with Honda
on collaborative robots for as-
sembly lines. In healthcare,
they're developing smart pros-
thetics and rehabilitation ro-
bots for patients with neurode-
generative diseases.

However, Vijayakumar cau-
tions against unrealistic ex-
pectations. “We tend to over-
estimate technology in the
short term,” he said. “People
go with the hvpe. And they
think that generally VR, or
robotiecs, or Al, or machine
learning in general, is the next
best thing to sliced bread, and
it can solve all your problems.”

Instead, he advocates for a
measured approach that ac-
knowledges both the potential
and limitations of current
technology while preparing
for future advancements. This
1s particularly relevant for
countries like India, which
Vijavakumar believes should
leapfrog to high-value Al ap-
plications rather than simply
catching up in areas already
dominated by other nations.

Asroboties and Al continue
to evolve, Vijayakumar empha-
sises the need to address under-
Iving challenges, including
safety, security, and ethical con-
siderations. “Our responsibility
1s not just to say this is a won-
derful piece of technology™ he
said. “It’s trying to get the pub-
lic to understand where it
works, where it does not, what

pacts the company’s bottom line. Use
data from Al tools to identify talent
needs and design recruitment strate-
gies that hit the bullseye.”

Challenges to deploying Al
Jaspreet Bindra, founder of Tech
Whisperer, says that one of the big-
gest challenges indeploving Al in HR
operations relates to inculcating an
Al culture within the organisation
which is data-driven, has ethical
guardrails, but within which employ-
ees are allowed to be curious and
experimentative with fast-emerging
new Gen Al tools. “Only when every
emplovee eagerly experiments and
works with this powerful and demo-
cratic technology, will it move the
needle for an organisation in terms
of productivity and efficiency - and
that will be HR's responsibility™

There are plenty of other chal-
lenges as well, which are more
commonly associated with deploy-
ing Gen Al platforms at scale - like
data privacy, security, bias, cost,
and the fact that employees will
have to be extensively trained to
use these Al tools. None of these
are deal breakers though, savs
sSrinivas Konidena, CTO and VP of
APAC products for ADP, a Us-based
provider of human resources man-
agement software and services.

“We have developed a compli-
ance-by-design process that estab-
lishes key guardrails around trans-
parency, bias, and accuracy of our
generative Al tools.”

Srinivas says they have also
banned the use of public Al tools
such as ChatGPT within the com-
pany. “Instead, we are working
with Microsoft to create a separate
ChatGPT instance for the company;
allowing us to use the technology
more actively while maintaining
data security.”

THE RISE OF MIXTURE OF EXPERTS

ixture of Experts
M
architecture has

emerged as a powerful
approach to improving
the performance and
efficiency of large Al
models, particularly in
natural language
processing and other
complex tasks. This
architecture has helped
push the boundaries of
what's possible with Al,
enabling more
sophisticated and
capable models while
managing computational
resources more
effectively.

At its core, the MoE
architecture is based on
the principle of divide-
and-conquer. Instead of
having a single, massive
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neural network tackle all
aspects of a task, MoE di-
vides the problem into subtasks and employs
multiple “expert”™ networks, each specialis-
ing in different aspects of the overall task. A
gating network then decides which experts to
activate for any given input, effectively routing
the data to the most appropriate specialists.

be scaled more easily than traditional models.
Adding more experts increases the model's
overall capacity and potential performance
without necessarily increasing the computa-
tion required for each forward pass.

4, Better Handling of Diverse Tasks | In multi-
task learning scenarios, different experts

can specialize in different tasks, allowing the

This approach offers several key
advantages:

1. Increased Model Capacity | MoE allows

for dramatically larger models without a
proportional increase in computational cost.
By activating only a subset of experts for each
input, the model can have a vast number of
parameters while keeping the active computa-
tion relatively small.

2. Specialisation and Efficiency | Different ex-
perts can specialize in handling different types
of inputs or subtasks. This specialization leads
to more efficient processing and often better
performance on specific types of data.

by remote operators — includ-

mar’s lab is working with NASA

are the vualnerabilities.”

3. Improved Scalability | MoE architectures can

model to perform well across a wide range of
applications.

5. Reduced Overfitting | By activating only
relevant experts for each input, MoE models
can reduce overfitting on specific patterns in
the training data.

The implementation of MoE has led to
significant improvements in various Al models.
For instance, Google's Switch Transformer and
subsequent models have demonstrated how
MoE can be used to create language models
with over a trillion parameters, far exceeding
the size of traditional transformer models
while maintaining or improving performance
and reducing computational costs.
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unal Bhatia and Vi-

cnesh Baskaran

founded Hexo in 2022

with the idea of as-
sisting enterprises harness
the power of unstructured
data through the use of au-
tonomous Al agents. The
company leverages Al to un-
lock valuable insights from
previously untapped data
SOUrces.

Kunal, an alumnus of
BITS Pilani, is a three-time
Al entrepreneur; having built
startups across edtech and
IoT that leveraged AI. Vi-
enesh, Hexo’'s CTO, brings
over 12 years of Al and deep
learning experience. Vignesh
previously led the machine
learning research team at
case study platform Darts-IF,
where his algorithm contrib-
uted to the firm’s $61 million
acquisition. He holds a Mas-
ter's in Al from KU Leuven
University in Belgium.
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The inspiration for Hexo
stemmed from the founders’
first-hand experience with the
time-consuming and labour-
intensive process of data
cleaning and processing
across various Al projects.
Recognising the untapped po-
tential of generative Al mod-
els, Kunal and Vignesh set out
to develop a solution that
could automate the extraction
of deep data from unstruc-
tured sources, making it read-
ily accessible and actionable
for enterprises worldwide.

Kunal says approximately
80% of data accessible to or-
ganisations is unstructured,
a vast ocean of information
locked in unstructured for-
mats like PDFs, audio files,
videos, and web pages. “Tra-
ditionally, extracting insights
from this unstructured data
is a manual, labour-intensive
ETL (extract-transform-load)
process, This process is usu-
ally built and managed by
expensive data engineers who
write custom web scraping
and parsing scripts. As a re-
sult, over 90% of a data
team’s time is consumed in
building these data pipelines,
taking the focus away from
the real value creation tasks
such as analytics,” he says.

Hexo's Al systems employ

(from left) Hexo.Al cofounders
Vignesh Baskaran and Kunal Bhatia

autonomous web browser
agents, large language mod-
els, vision models, and audio
transcription models to ex-
tract valuable structured
data from unstructured and
undefined sources. Given a
task, Hexo's Al agent devel-
ops a plan, navigating web-
sites and applications auton-
omously, just like a human
would. It then extracts and
transforms data from various
spurces, including wehsites,
PDFs, Excel files, audio, and
video, into structured for-
mats. This approach signifi-
cantly reduces the time and
effort required for data prep-
aration, allowing teams to
concentrate on deriving in-
sights and making data-driv-
en decisions.

Traditionally, extract-

ing insights from...
unstructured data is a
manual, labour-intensive ETL
(extract-transform-load) pro-
cess. This process is usually
built and managed by ex-
pensive data engineers who
write custom web scraping
and parsing scripts. As a
result, over 90% of a data
team’s time is consumed in
building these data pipe-
lines, taking the focus away
from the real value creation
tasks such as analytics.
Kunal Bhatia | co-rounoer, HExD

Hexo's platform is already
being utilised by a diverse set
of enterprises, including data
vendors, financial asset man-
agers, and BPOs, whorely on
it to fetch and extract data
from unconventional sources
and convert it into actionable
insights via API connectors.
For investment analysts,
Hexo's Al agent scours the
internet to gather pertinent
data from non-traditional
sources. In the BPO sector,
Hexo's Al agent autonomous-
ly navigates multiple applica-
tions and files, significantly
reducing the reliance on
manual data entry and deci-
sion-making tasks performed
by BPO workers, ultimately
enhancing efficiency and
profitabilitw

“As GenAl capabilities
continue to evolve, we also
offer consulting services
to help enterprises explore
and identify opportunities
where GenAl can signifi-
cantly enhance their opera-
tions,” sayvs Kunal,
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Samsung to release upgraded Bixby

amsung plans to release an upgraded version of its
Bixby voice assistant powered by artificial intelligence

later this year. The Al-
enhanced Bixby will be
based on Samsung's own

GLOSSARY OF IN-GROUP
TERMS USED

ON THIS PAGE

ETL PROCESS

TL, which stands for Extract,

Transform, and Load, is a crucial
process in data integration and
management. It involves three main
steps that work together to move and
process data from various sources
into a target system.

The process begins with the
Extract phase, where data is gathered

from diverse source systems. These
sources can include databases, flat
files, APIs, or even web scraping. The
goal is to collect all relevant data for
further processing.

Next comes the Transform stage,
where the extracted data is cleaned,
formatted, and restructured to meet
the requirements of the target
system. This may involve data
cleansing to remove duplicates and

correct errors, standardisation to
ensure consistent formats,
enrichment by adding derived or
calculated values, aggregation or
summarisation, and the application of
business rules or complex
calculations.

Finally, the Load phase involves
importing the transformed data into
the target system. This is often a data
warehouse, data mart, or database.

The loading process ensures that the
data is stored in a format that
supports reporting, analysis, and
other business processes.

ETL is essential for creating a
unified view of data from disparate
sources, enabling better decision-
making and analytics. It's commonly
used in business intelligence, data
warehousing, and data migration
projects.

large language models,
rather than relying on
third-party Al like
ChatGPT or Google
Gemini. The upgrade aims
to make Bixby more
conversational and
capable of handling
complex, multi-step tasks
across different apps.
While other tech giants have integrated Al into their digital
assistants, Samsung's Bixby has lagged behind in 2024
updates. Apple’s Al-powered Siri is also expected to
receive an upgrade in i0S 18 next year.
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“THIS MATCH,
| WILL REMEMBER \
FOREVER.” :

— Jasmine Paolini

Prajwal.Hegde@timesofindia.com

London: Jasmine Paolini sprinted
across the lawn and chased down a
drop shot midway through the Wim-
bledon semifinal. Donna Vekic replied
with a heavily spun topspin lob. The
[talian had no business getting to the
ball, she was almost kissing the net
cord when she turned and charged
back to the baseline. Racket on ball,
she got it over the net. Vekic, whose
forehand was calling the shots until
that point, thumped the ball wide.

Centre Court gasped. There was a
hint of a smile on Paolini's expressive
face, a reminder perhaps to never
count her out. Vekic, hands on hips,
also smiled, but for a whole different
reason.

That right there — with the sun
casting a glow on SW19 for the second
successive afternoon — was where the
first of the ladies’ semifinals turned.
An extraordinary contest, where
every nook and corner of the court
was used and covered. Lines met an-

ASH BARTY PLAYS
EXHIBITION DOUBLES BUT
HAPPY TO STAY RETIRED

London: Ash Barty was searching for a
thesaurus after her exhibition doubles
match at Wimbledon on Wednesday.

A three-time Grand Slam singles
champion, Barty retired just over two
years ago at the age of 25. She plans to

Siddharth.Saxena@timesofindia.com

gles and power met poise.

Paolini, the No. 7 seed,
stopped the inspired run of
Vekic, 2-6, 64, 7-6 (8) in two
hours and 51 minutes in the
longest women’s singles match in
Wimbledon history,

Paolini, the first Italian woman to
reach the Wimbledon final in the
Open Era, and the first player to reach
the final at Roland Garros and the
Championships in the same vear
since Serena Williams in 2016, will
play the winner of the Elena Rybaki-
na-Barbora Krecjikova clash in the
title match on Saturday.

What turned the three-hour affair
into gripping cinema was the back
stories of these two women, both 28
yvears of age.

Some of the shots Vekic hit, yvou
could see a lifetime’s work on it. The
RPMs were singing. On the other side,
Paolini’s resolve shone brighter than
the sun, while her craft sparkled.

They have both loved and lived,
had their hearts broken and wills

stay retired. “You guys are killing me,”
Barty told journalists. “Anyone have a
thesaurus for a word that | can use for
I'lﬂ?"

Barty played an invitation doubles
match on Centre Court three years to
the day after she beat Karolina Pliskova
for the Wimbledon title.

The Australian's return to the All
England Club naturally sparked

tested. Vekic's body was so
oruised and beaten that two
months ago she was seriously
considering walking away
from the sport. The Croat made
her first Grand Slam semifinal in her
43rd major, after losing in the first
round 20 times. Paolini, 5’4", had lost
in the first round of her three previ-
ous Wimbledon main draw appear-
ances, earlier she had fallen in the
qualifiers thrice. It wasn't until Janu-
ary, in Australia, that she had made
the second week of a Grand Slam.

The semifinal then stood for eve-
ryvthing women's sport stands for —
titanic ability, physical and mental;
pulsating power, lightning speed, re-
silience. And an unbendable steel.

Vekice, clearly injured, and strug-
gling to motor on, sobbed. Paolini
screamed ‘forza’.

Then, when it was all over, the sev-
enth seed led the Centre Court ap-
plause as Vekic walked off the court.

“It was really tough today, she
playved unbelievable. She was hitting

questions about whether she would
come back.

Not interested, she said. A year ago,
Barty gave birth to a baby boy. She’s
also doing commentary for the BBC's
coverage of Wimbledon.

“I've got a beautiful commentary
box on both Centre and Court 1,” she
said. “You get a good view and are able
to absorb what's happening out on the

Holder Alcaraz Up
Against Medvedev
In The Semis

Prajwal.Hegde
i@timesofindia.com

London: Lorenzo Musetti's
play has been doing some talk-
ing at Wimbledon. The 22-year-
old Italian is the owner of a
single-handed backhand, that's
all art, and a forehand that's
precise and fiery Timing is his
touch. Musetti, 6ft 1°, is slight-
Iy built, and has wheels that
are both fast and sturdy.

If the world No.25's win over
Taylor Fritz in the quarterfi-
nals on Wednesday, putting him
in the last-four of a Grand Slam
for the first time in his career,
is any indication of the mental
miles he may have covered in
recent weeks, expect a cracker
of a last-four clash against the
seven-time champion Novak
Djokovic on Friday

KREJCIKOVA RIDES
RYBAKINA PUNCHES
TO REACH FINAL

London: Barbora Krejcikova produced
a superb comeback to reach her first
Wimbledon final, showing stubborn
resilience in the face of a relentless
attack from former champion Elena
Rybakina to triumph 3-6,6-3, 6-4 on
Thursday. Rybakina had threatened
to run away with the contest in the
first set, racing to a 5-1 lead with her
brand of full-throttle high intensity
tennis. Yet after losing the opener,
Krejcikova dug in and eventually
fathomed the puzzle on the other
side of the net, breaking in the sixth
game of the second set. reuters

In the first of the last-four
clashes —defending champion
Carlos Alcaraz goes up against
Daniil Medvedev in a replay
of their US Open semifinals
last September.

Musetti trails Djokovic 1-5
in head-to-head clashes, their
rivalry (so far) bookended by
their only two meetings in ma-
jors, both at Roland Garros, and
on both occasions Musettl go-
ing down in five-sets without
winning a game in the deciding
set. The first time was three
vears ago, a teenager then, he
retired from the match (when
trailing 0-4 in the fifth set) and
again last month in the third
round after Musetti had taken
the second and third sets.

winners everywhere, I was struggling
at the beginning, but I told myself to
fight for every ball. I'm so happy with
this win,” Paolini said. She then add-
“This match I will
remember forever.” She is not alone.

ed with a smile,

court, Hopefully people at home are
enjoying what I'm having to say. | don't
know whether I'm right, wrong or
indifferent, but I'm enjoying it as well.”

The 28-year-old Barty said she
doesn't ponder what would have been
had she stayed on tour to battle lga
Swiatek for the No. 1 ranking.

“I really enjoy watching others do
well,” she said. ap

Eu;ldha.rrh EHIE:HH.

The Italian was in a similar
situation against Fritz, lead-
ing by two-sets-to-one. The
American fell back 0-40 in the
fifth game of the fourth set,
where Musetii had four chane-
es to break, but came up short.

The Italian media groaned
in unison, they had seen this
before, In his box his long-time
coach Simone Tartarini could
hardly believe all that was
playing out before him.

Musetti was doing a Musetti
again. Until he undid it in a stir-
ring fifth set where he lost just
13 points, The 22-year-old’s Ro-
land Garros third-round match
against Djokovic finished at 3

Can Musetti stop the
Djokovic ]uggernaut

AP/AFR

MEN’S SEMIFINALS FACE-OFF
NOVAK DJOKOQVIC VS CARLOS ALCARAZ VS
LORENZO MUSETTI DANIIL MEDVEDEV
HEAD-TO-HEAD: HEAD-TO-HEAD:
Djokovic leads 5-1 Alcaraz leads 4-2
Lorenzo Musetti has At 21 years and 65
become the only the fifth Zdays. Carlos Alcaraz is
player in the Open Era to only the second-
reach more than three ATP- youngest player in the
level semifinals in a season Open Era to reach the
before turning 23, after Jimmy men's singles semifinal at
Connors (1974), Vitas Gerulaitis | Roland Garros and
(1977), John McEnroe (1980) Wimbledon in consecutive
and Pat Cash (1987). years, older only than
Rafael Nadal (21 years 33
At 37 years and 49 days, days).
Novak Djokovic has
become only the third

player aged above 37 in the
Open Era to reach a men's
singles semifinal at
Wimbledon after Ken Rosewall
(1974) and Roger Federer
(2019)

am. “T had my chances. I didn’t
take the chances, especially in
the fourth where I was leading,”
Musetti said at Wimbledon,
some 40 days later. “I have ana-
lyzed that match, the key mo-
ments and where [ could do
better. I put myself in that posi-
tion again. In the past weeks, 1
started to feel more continuous
with that attitude.”

In his two grasscourt
events before Wimbledon Mu-
settl made the semifinal in
Stuttgart and final at Queen's
Club. “Even against Fritz [
have that attitude, especially
after losing the first set where
I didn’t feel my serve really
well. I didn't feel the ball. [ was
a little bit nervous,” he said.

ral, we are all human...

Daniil Medvedev has
greached a ninth men's

singles semifinal at a
Grand Slam, surpassing
Alexander Zverev (8) for the

most of any player born
since 1990.

*Then immediately with a
positive attitude I changed my
mindset, and also the feeling
with the ball was better.”

The Italian’s victory over
Fritz has given him a 4-6 win-
loss record in five-set matches.

“I've had many, many tough
losses (at Grand Slams). Espe-
cially in the French Open,” he
said, “The losses made me
think, made me work harder.”

“With Djokovic, 1 always
finished the match with a les-
son,” Musetti said. “Against
him wvou are probably more
stressed because he's probably
the best playver ever or one of
the best players ever If 1 play in
a certain way, [ could have my
shot in the next round.”

This is the Olympic season, but Mary Kom, India’s brightest star not so long ago, is
happier away from the limelight than in it. It is a space, she says, of her own making

I am so

Mary Kom: The | (_)ness in winter

Faridabad: Mary Kom is not an-
swering the door. The distant-
sounding echo of a cartoon show
on TV is the only sign of activity
inside her house. We gingerly open
the door and step inside. Sleeping
on the L-shaped sofa are two kids,
sleeping as only kids can - mouths
open, limbs sprawled. They are
Prince and Merlvn Kom, just back
from school and lost to the world.

Mary Kom wouldn’t answer the
door, because she's enjoving a late
afternoon siesta, or as we learn
later; just taking one because it is
now an enforced routine.

“Olympics?!” She groggily
waves off the obvious icebreaker,
a very meh reaction to an obses-
sion that had otherwise kept Mary
Kom's fire burning for vears, an
obsession that bordered on the un-
healthy, accused of being highly
individualistic, a selfishness that
rubbed many the wrong way. All
that never seemed to faze her, in
fact often famously spurring her
further. But now?

The Paris Games are only weeks
away, but India’s most obstinate star
doesn't appear too bothered. Mary
Kom, frighteningly fierce, fabu-
lously funny is not at home. The
person sitting before us, asking us
tea, is an impostor - distant, dis-
tracted not just dazed from late,
afternoon sleep. “There are issues,
you know....” she says sombrely.

The other day, over a week ago,
Mary Kom was present at the In-

dian contingent’s Olympics kit and
apparel launch. Standing alongside
Karnam Malleswari, the first In-
dian woman to win an Olympic
medal, and other erstwhile medal
winners, she was in a familiar set-
ting but didn't linger on.,

A couple of weeks before that,
she had accompanied tennis and
badminton stars, Sania Mirza and
Saina Nehwal, on an episode of
The Great Indian Kapil Show on
Netflix, where she mock-admon-
ished the popular comedian -
whose routine is often peppered
with sexist jibes - not to anger her
or else she'll knock him out. But
she also laughed lots and seemed
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to be having fun. “Brother, that is
Mary Kom for you. There is a pub-
lic face, there is a private face. You
will never come to know what I'm
thinking, what I'm going through.”
“I like to get readv and go out,”
she grins. A newspaper snippet
earlier this week mentioned how
she surprised a crowd at a south
Delhi bar by showing up and belt-
ing out a couple of old rock clas-
sics, Olivia Newton-John's ‘Let Me
Be There,” was one of the tracks
she sang, but Paris is a no-no.
Earlier this week, the Indian
Olympic Association (I0A) an-
nounced that Beijing Games
bronze winning shooter Gagan
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Narang would be India’s chef-de-
mission to Paris, after the original
appointment had withdrawn. It
would have been a historic first for
India - a sportsperson and a woms-
an being the leader of the Indian
contingent, but Mary Kom was let-
ting this one pass.

“If T had the vears with me,
Paris was definitely on my mind.
That and that one colour (of the
medal). T really wanted to go for
these Olympics, but ‘family first’.
I really cannot leave my chil-
dren,” she says.

“Team India is in my heart,
but home comes first,” she says,
laughing at her effort at wordplay,

TINGE

HOME TRUTHS: (Left) A thoughtful Mary Kom (left) at her residence in Delhi
NCR; With fellow Olympic medal winners, Gagan Narang and Karnam
Malleswari, at an event in the run-up to the Paris Olympics

but hastens to add, “There are is-
sues ... at home. | would not have
been able to do justice to it with
my mind occupied elsewhere. The
chef-de-mission is a huge respon-
sibility.”

“I briefed PT Usha ma’'am, she
understood immediately. I told her,
maybe next Olympics, or next time,
whatever, I'll probably be ready...,”
she laughs raucously, but it's soon
replaced by inward grimace,

In this Olympic season, Mary
Kom is predictably much in de-

mand, but she 1s choosing her ap-
pearances carefully “I have to man-
age home; the kids are growing up
and this is a strange time. My mind
1s constantly at home.”

Is this the lot of all superstars
in the evening of their existence,
more women than men? The for-
mer Rajya Sabha MP is learning to
play a whole new game - invest-
ments, savings, outreach, tuition,
fees, a withering brand.

“I have a lot on my mind, and I
tend to get emotional, it's only natu-

thankful for my workout and phyvsio
sessions, it helps keep my mind off
things. My physio and trainers are
my greatest support.”

Alone with her children here,
perhaps being back home could have
been her other support, but she is
wary of returning to Manipur, “We
Koms are very scared, we have to be
alert all the time. We are a very small
community and are caught in the
crossfire between the Meiteis and
Kukis, one slip and they can confuse
us as belonging to the other™

The day we meet, Mary Kom
was mentioned in the Parlia-
ment’s opening session. While ad-
dressing the violence in Manipur,
Bimol Akoijam, Congress MP
from Inner Manipur, in a midnight
speech that has gone viral, said,
“You are dishonouring the likes
of vouths who hold the Tricolour
on international platforms, the
likes of Mary Kom and Mirabai
Chanu. You are saying vou don't
matter in this country, your state
doesn't matter... vou must realise
that these people have fought for
this country.”

But in her home, Mary Kom is
fighting another battle, silently As
age approaches, she's planning a
professional return and as a young-
er generation takes over the Olym-
pic dream, memoriles of the past
swirl in the head.

“Inside I'm burning, no,” she
says with a resigned sigh, “How
can I say I am not missing the
Olympics. But, what to do...”

SNAP SHOTS
India to play T20Is first

India will play three T20Is and as many
ODIs during their tour of Sri Lanka in July
and August, and the matches will be
played at Pallekele and Colombo, the
BCCI announced on Thursday. The white-
ball tour will kick off with the T201s (uly
26, 27, 29) at the Pallekele International
Cricket Stadium and the series will then
move to Colombo where the ODISs
(August 1, 4, 7) will be played at the R
Premadasa International Stadium. Mean-
while, Sri Lanka's T20 captain Wanindu
Hasaranga resigned on Thursday

Aditiin tied 52nd spot: Ace Indian
golfer Aditi Ashok shot a gritty even-par
71 to occupy the tied 52nd spot after the
first round of the Anubdi Evian Cham-
pionship at Evian-les-Bains, France on
Thursday. Diksha Dagar, the other Indian
in the fray, was tied 120th following a
decent card of five-over 76. Three players
- Gemma Dryburgh, Ingrid Lindbald and
Patty Tavatanakit - shared the lead on
seven-under 64,

Record 8.6m tickets sold for Paris
Olympics: The Paris Olympics already
has one gold medal in the bag before it
begins with 8.6 million tickets sold — a
record for any Games. “It's a record held
by the 1996 Atlanta Games of 8.3 million
tickets, and we've already passed that
total now some time ago,” the 2024
Games organiser Tony Estanguet said on
Thursday. “We are at 8.6 million tickets
for the Olympics, and over one million for
the Paralympics,” he reported. Paris
organisers forecast that total rising to 10
million for the July 26-August 11 sporting
extravaganza, and 3.4 million for the
Paralympics staged between August 28
and September 8.

Chance for direct entry into Jr
French Open: indian players will getan
opportunity along with other Asian
competitors to earn a direct entry into
the junior French Open next year through
the inaugural Roland-Garros Junior Series
— a qualifying event to be held from Oct
16-20 in Tokyo. To make it to the Tokyo
event, the players in the Asian region will
first have to compete in the regional
qualifying tournaments in Kazakhstan
(Aug 5-9) and China (Aug 11-17).

Heading to Olympic Games as more

experienced players Satwik- Chlrag

Sabi.Hussain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A lot has been riding
on the strong shoulders of Sat-
wiksaira] Rankireddy and Chi-
rag Shetty to keep India’s medal-
winning momentum in badmin-
ton going at the Olympic Games.
The Indian shuttlers has return-
ed with at least one medal from
each of the last three editions of
the Games—Saina Nehwal in Lon-
don 2012 and P V Sindhu in Rio
2016 and Tokve 2020. All these
medals came in the singles event.
But this time, the badminton afi-
cionados have placed bets on
men's doubles — the country’s
most successful pair of Satwik
and Chirag. “We are heading to
the Paris Olvmpics not only as
better badminton plavers, but al-
so as a pair which has more expe-
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ALL SET: Satwik (left) and Chirag

rience as a team. We have trained
well for the Games and are confi-
dent about our chances to finish
onthe podium,” Chirag told TOL.

Satwik concurred that over
the last three vears since their de-
but Olympics in Tokyo, both of
them have evolved as players and
have become more mature. “The
Tokvo Olvmpics were conducted
under different circumstances
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. It

was our debut Olympics and a
huge learning experience for us.
Over the years, we have grown a

lot both as players and also asa

team. We are good at game aware-

ness and kmow how to pull back

things from a difficult situation.
We understand that people will
have expectations from us. We
will look to stay focused on our ul-

timate aim of winninga medalin :

Paris,” Satwik said,

The financial assistance pro- :
vided by the government towards :
hiring foreign sparring partners :
and video analysts for pre-Olym- !

pic training camps in Mumbai
and Hyderabad have helped Sat-
wik and Chirag in their pursuit
for success. Satwik and Chirag ,

have endured a topsy-turvy ride :
5 OB aETEMITE ) and porded by B m sl Bercett Coleman & Co Lbd, The Times olfircka Press, N, BOHT-8, 485 6ain, KISDEBommasan-

on the tour this season after tast-
ing success in the last two years.

i then had Kirk McKenzie lbw

ames Anderson led the way
inhisfarewell internation-

al match as England closed

n on a crushing innings win
over the West Indies in the

first Test at Lord's on Thurs-

day, West Indies had slumped
to 79/6 in their second in-
nings at stumps on the second
day, still a mammoth 171 runs

behind England's first-in-

8 FIRSTTEST |

nings 371, with Anderson hav-
ingtaken 2-11 in 10 overs.
Anderson reduced the
tourists to 12/1 by bowling
West Indies captain Kraigg
Brathwaite with a ball that
nipped back off the seam. En-
gland captain Ben Stokes

Windies on the ropes

for a duck as he became only
the third man, after West In-
dies great Garry Sobers and
South Africa's Jacques Kallis,
to take both 200 wickets and
score 6,000 runs in Tests.
Mikyle Louis was then
caught behind off Stokes for
14 as England strengthened
their grip. The cascade of
wickets continued when Ka-
vem Hodge played on to debu-
tant pacer Gus Atkinson. Al-
ick Athanaze offered a mea-
sure of resistance while mak-
ing 22 before he fell.
Brief scores: West Indies 121 & 79/6 in
34.50vers | Athanaze 22; Anderson 2-11 At-
kinson 2-27, Stokes 2-25) vs Emgland 371 all
out in 90 owvers (Crawley 76, Pope 57, Boot
&8, Brook 50, Smith 70; Seales 4-77, Holder
2-58, Motie 2-41). AGENCIES
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MOST OF THE TIME VAR WORKS CORRECTLY, BUT
THESE SITUATIONS ARE DIFFICULT. IT IS NOT SMART
OF ME BUT YOU DO EVERYTHING TO KEEP THE BALL
OUT OF THE GOAL. WE TOUCH EACH OTHER BUT IT
IS DIFFICULT FOR ME TO SAY NOW. THE DECISION

. WAS MADE AND | HAVE TO ACCEPT IT."
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OLIVER'S TWIST!

Dortmund: Ollie Watkins is, in his own ' . .
words, a realist. . ; '
He has never pictured himself play- ¥ | A 1
ing at a major tournament for England . . : - A ' 0 -
-especially when, as a teenager learn-
ing his trade as a striker, he was sent

— DUTCH DEFENDER DENZEL DUMFRIES, WHO MADE
THE CONTACT WITH KANE THAT RESULTED IN A PENALTY

According to football data and
5 analytics StatsBomb, Ollie Watkins'
& goal had an xG (a statistical

measurement of the quality of goalscoring chances)
of 0.05. On the previous night, Yamal's goal had an
xG of just 0.023.

Watkins' winner at 89:59 was
® the latest winning goal
® scored in a semifinal at the

1? o
T -I.Lb,F!,_;:F . RLANUVD _[
SRR European Championship/World Cup (excluding
ENGLAND 2 extra-time). It was also England’s only shot on
LGUERERGEDRVEC R target in the second half of this match.

Watkins Is The Unlikely Toast Of
England After His Last-Gasp Winner
Denies The Dutch; Spain Await In Final

AP

) pm A
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on loan to English sixth-tier club Wes-
ton-super-Mare in 2015.

So imagine what went through Wat-
kins' mind when he saw his stoppage-
time shot fly past Netherlands goal-
keeper Bart Verbruggen and into the
bottom corner to earn England a place
in the European Championship final?

He had only made one previous ap-
pearance at Euro 2024 — as a substitute
in the group game against Denmark

- 50 1t was a surprise when he was in-
troduced by Southgate in the 80th min-
ute in England’s biggest match so far.

The gamble paid off. Fed by another
substitute in Cole Palmer, Watkins took
a touch with his back to goal just inside
the area and, from a tight angle,
smashed a fierce shot into the bottom
corner. “Idon’t think I've hit a ball that
sweet before,” Watkins said after Eng-
land’s 2-1 victory over the Dutch in the
semifinals on Wednesday:

It was an incredible finish to an
evening that began badly for England,
as Xavi Simons gave the Netherlands
an early lead in the semifinal in Dort-
mund. However, England were soon
level through a Harry Kane penalty
following a contentious VAR call by
German referee Felix Zwaver, and the
match looked set for extra time until
Watkins struck.

Suddenly, Watkins is the toast of
England, an improbable turnaround in
fortunes for a striker who had plaved
24 minutes at Euro 2024 — as a substi-
tute in the group stage against Den-
mark — before replacing captain Harry
Kane in the 80th minute for the biggest
moment of his career.

Being an understudy for Kane, Eng-
land’s all-time leading scorer with 66
goals, is a tough business. Minutes are
scarce — Kane typically plays the full
game — so every opportunity has to be
orasped. Watkins did just that with a
goal that fans of the Premier League
have seen time and again in his games
playing for Aston Villa,

Darting behind the Dutch defence in

“ ’

LATE ENTRY; Ollie Watkins' smasher in the
90th minute takes England to their first
final of a major tournament overseas

Minutes played

OLLIE’S
MOVES

Goals

1

Total

attempts 1 m 0

Assists

Top speed (km/h)

31.7km/h

Distance covered (km)s

1.7km

a manner that is beyvond Kane these
davs, Watkins controlled a pass from
Cole Palmer with his back to goal then,
in one movement, swiveled and fired a
low shot through the legs of Netherlands
defender Stefan De Vrij and past Ver-
bruggen from a narrow angle, “That’s
my bread and butter — running in be-
hind, causing trouble,” Watkins said.
If that sounds quite basic, then
that's the kind of striker Watkins is.

Hard-working, Selfless. Pretty much
the ultimate team plaver.

“T've put in a lot of hard work to get
to this point,” said Watkins, who was
tied as the fourth top scorer in the Pre-
mier League this season with 19 goals.
“It’s not just this season, it’s cumula-
tive. I've done a lot of hard work and
I'm going to enjoy every moment.”

That was evident as Watkins was
engulfed by jovous teammates on the

field at Westfalenstadion after his goal,
his fourth for England. Two of them
came against San Marino, the world’s
lowest-ranked team.

“It was slow motion when I was run-
ning to the boys and celebrating... |
didn't want to leave the pitch,” he said.

“I've had a few messages from my
friends saying, ‘Be patient, vou're going
to get an opportunity.” When I've been
on the bench, I've definitely said to

(backup goalkeeper) Dean Henderson,
‘I can make a difference today, | need to
et on that pitch.” Obviously I've taken
my chance when I've got it and ['ve
scored and now we're in the final.”
Southgate smiled as he said Watkins
had “saved us another half hour” of
extra time, which England needed to get
past Slovakia and Switzerland previ-
ously in the knockout stage, “Very, very
special for him,” Southgate said. ap

. L

Z /= |said to Cole (Palmer) at half-time that we

were both going to go on the pitch and he
was going to set me up. It happened, |
manifested it and as soon as he turned, | knew |
needed to make a move, You don't get that
opportunity very often so | had to be greedy, |
had to take it. After seeing it go into the bottom
corner, | don't think I've hit a ball that sweetly
before. Obviously it's such a special moment.”

= Dllie Watkins on HOW HE ‘MANIFESTED' HIS GOAL

coach to reach two Euro finals (2020, 2024),
after Germany's Helmut Schoen (1972 and
1976) and Berti Vlogts (1992 and 1996).

3 England boss Southgate has become the third

Kane's form, his successful penalty made him

joint-top scorer at Euro 2024 with three goals.
It also meant he has scored more knockout stage
goals in major tournaments (World Cup/Euros) than
any other European player (9), leapfrogging Gerd
Mueller, Miroslav Klose, Antoine Griezmann, and
Kylian Mbappe (all 8).

9With questions having been raised about Harry

FRENCH REFEREE FRANCOIS
LETEXIER TO HANDLE FINAL

Berlin: French referee Francois
Letexier was picked by UEFA to
» handle the European Championship
final between Spain and England.
The 35-year-old Letexier becomes
one of the youngest referees to take
charge of a major tournament final.
Letexier already refereed three games at Euro
2024 including Spain's 4-1 win over Georgia in
the round of 16.

SUCCESS AT YOUTH LEVEL

Many of Southgate's squad in Germany have
already experienced winning tournaments at
youth level. Anthony Gordon and Cole Palmer
were part of the side that beat Spain in the
final to win England's first Under-21 Euros

after 39 years, 12 months. Ezri Konsa won the

Gty drinages Under-20 World Cup in 2017, while the same
ALL WE NEED IS LOVE, ngland's penalty WHAT THE RULEBOOK SAYS year Phil Foden won player of the tournament
SAYS OFI- DERI DED came just after the Rules set by the International Football Association Board alongside Marc Guehi and Conor Gallagher
g quarter-hour mark (IFAB), which UEFA abide by, perhaps explained why referee in winning the Under-17 World Cup.

SOUTHGATE AFTER P E N AL when Kane sent a shot Felix Zwayer gave the spot kick. The rule states: “It is

over the bar and was committed with an opponent nearby and prevents the
P‘OSITIVE DEC'SIOHS D E B AT caught on the follow- opponent from playing the ball for fear of injury. Playing in a For Dll Ch h er e‘}S

through by Denzel dangerous manner involves no physical contact between the t t
SHOW PROGRESS Dumfries. Contact was players. If there is physical contact, the action becomes an ’
Dortmund: England took a minimal and seemingly offence punishable with a direct free kick or penalty kick. In d t l k
long time to get going in RAG Es innocuous, but German the case of physical contact, the referee should carefully HO nee 0 OO

Germany but they referee Felix Zwayer consider the high probability that misconduct has also been

L ]

marched on to Berlin pointed to the spot after committed.” b k
buoved by more late dra- coming over to the VAR ac ln anger
ma and their best perfor- , monitor.
mance of the tournament, ; THE VOICES: WAS THERE A BUKAYO SAKA HANDBALL IN Dortmund:; When the bitter disappointment of

So often derided for his EALLIELYY VIRGIL VAN DUK RONALD KOEMAN DALE JOHNSON, GARY NEVILLE, THE MOVE LEADING UP TO PENALTY? the semifinal defeat fades, the Netherlands will
failure to change games from the bench | think the penalty moment Thisisnota VAR EXPERT: FORMER ENGLAND The awarding of a penalty to England after Denzel Dumfries look back on a satistying campaign at the Euros.
despite the depth of talent at his dis- is a big moment. | think penalty. His It's a very DEFENDER, ON ITV: caught Harry Kane on the foot has sparked controversy, with The Dutch would surely have jumped at the pos-
posal, England boss Gareth Southgate England got some confidence from only attention was harsh Look, as a some questioning the decision further due to an alleged sibility of a final-four placing if offered before the
could drink in the acclaim in Dortmund it. So many decisions didn’t go our to block a shot. Kane intervention by defender, | handball by Bukayo Saka in the build-up to the incident. The start of the tournament but after coming so close
as his bold substitutions made a decisive way but | don't want to talk about then shoots and the VAR, Bastian think it's an potential infringement was not identified by VAR. One to the title decider defeat is hard to swallow
impact. “We all want to be loved, right? the referee today. Maybe he their feet collide. Dankert. He has absolute disgrace. supporter expressed his opinion on social media, stating: “We felt we were the better team in the last 20
50, when vou're doing something for should come here and speak about Football is getting taken the nature It's an absolutely “VAR even missed or didn’t care about Saka's handball on minutes, but then the knockout blow came just
vour countiry and vou're a proud English- it too. But | think it says it all that broken with these of Dumfries’ disgraceful both hands before the penalty situation. Lucky England before the end. England scored a great goal and

should thank the refs.”
Ewan MacKenna, a sports writer, also shared his thoughts

decision, that. To
have that given

the referee went in quite quickly type of calls by VAR!

after the game, had no time to

man and when you don't feel that back
and when all you read is criticism, it's

challenge, leading
with the studs as

then it's over. That’s hard to accept,” said coach
Ronald Koeman.,

hard,” Southgate told reporters. shake his hand.” opposed to againstmeasa on the matter, suggesting that VAR not only failed to advise The Dutch, who have now last each of their
*S0, to be able to celebrate a second making an penalty, at any time, the referee to review the penalty decision on the monitor, as last four semifinal appearances at the Euros, were
final is very, very special.” attempt to kick but in a game of per guidelines, but also neglected to rewind the footage to handed a blow before the start of the tournament
With the game slipping out of his through the ball, such importance. he show Saka's alleged handball that led to the situation. with the loss of Frenkie de Jong. Fellow midfield-
side’s grasp after a dominant first half, as being reckless just goes in to try MacKenna questioned the competence of the professionals ers Marten de Roon and Teun Koopmeiners, both
Southgate replaced captain Harry -- which is why and block the shot. reviewing the footage, stating: I really don't think pros from Europa League winners Atalanta, were also
Kane and Phil Foden with Watkins and the Netherlands’ It's nowhere near a looking at TV can be that incompetent. Stinks.” i injured weeks before the tournament.
Cole Palmer 10 minutes from time. The player was penalty and | have But the Dutch still possessed enough quality
two subs combined to send England booked. And that's to say, | don’t think TOUCH ME NOT: Saka to seal qualification to the knockout phase before
into the final. In tvpical fashion, South- the one area there weren't many (R) appeared to losing their last group game to Austria, which
gate refused to gloat when asked about where a defender England players handle the ball in dropped them to third in the standings but, ironi-
the changes, quietly saying “sometimes catching an claiming for it the build-up to the cally handed them a more favourable draw. That
they work, sometimes they don't”, attacker after a either. Harry stayed penalty incident 3-2 defeat was followed by a week’s break before
However, he did reveal some of the /4 shot can be seen down, he got a little they met Romania in the round of 16 - ample time
thinking that pundits do not immedi- preal,_ — as a penalty — bit of a tap on his for refocused energies.
ately see from the outside when he said WHAT? Dutch skipper Van Dijk and when it's reckless foot, but it's never a The resultant 3-0 win over Romania was a dis-
one of the reasons for opting for Watkins Simons argue with the referee or dangerous. penalty for me. play of the team’s potential. The Netherlands’

was his ability to press defenders,

Southgate learned his lesson from
defeat by Croatia in the 2018 World Cup
semi-finals and the Euro 2020 final
against Italy by injecting fresh energy
from the bench. “The lads are singing in
the dressing room. but thev're straight
in the ice,” said Southgate, with his eyes
firmly on the prize. acencies

quarters match-up against Turkiyve was a much
grittier assignment and they had to dig deep. They
finally met their match in England. “lI think eve-
rvone can be proud of this team,” added Koeman.

Cody Gakpo's three goals confirmed he is best
on the left side of the attack, while Nathan Ake,
Denzel Dumfries and new first-choice goalkeeper
Bart Verbruggen emerged with reputations en-
hanced. reutens

REMEMBER KANE'S PENALTY IN EURO
2020 SEMIS: THAT WAS ALSO DISPUTED
FOR RAHEEM STERLING'S ‘DIVE’

There was an increasing outcry over the penalty
awarded for a foul on Raheem Sterling in extra time. An
array of media and football figures joined Danish fans in
condemning the penalty as too cheap for such a big

Colombia emerge winners in
fractious semifinal contest

his player. “Dani is a little more down be-
cause he is a lion and he was betrayed by
emotion. I gave him a hug and told him:
without you we wouldn't be here,” he said.
Lorenzo said he was relishing the final
match-up against his compatriots. “This
is going to be very nice, I am going to be
(competing) with players I met during my
career and who I admire a lot,” said the
former Argentina assistant coach.

game. Sterling, who had been accused of diving before
in EPL that season, went down in the box after minimal
contact from Denmark’s Joakim Maehle. Former Arsenal
manager Arsene Wenger was among those doubting.
“It's important the referee is absolutely convinced it was
a penalty. It was not clear enough to say ‘yes it is". He
should have at least had a look at the screen,” he said.

JONAS ERIKSSON, FORMER FIFA REFEREE

Here, | am surprised that they don’t go and look and
overturn the penalty. According to the rulebook, itisa
penalty. In reality, when you have to interpret it, | don't think
it should be a punishment. It is a clear hand (from Saka) and
it means that no penalty should be awarded to Kane.

Gttty imagphs

James Rodriguez
surpassed Lionel
Messi for the most
assists in a single
edition at Copa America
2024 with six.
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COPA AMERICA

With this victory in the
semifinals, Colombia
ended a streak of
three semifinal
eliminations: 2004, 2016, and
2021. Additionally, they became
the fourth team to reach more
than one final in the 21st
century, after Argentina (6),
Brazil (4), and Chile (2).

also set a record

1 2 for Colombia:

it is the first time they have
reached 12 goals in a single

Charlotte: Ten-man Colombia defeated
Uruguay 1-0 to reach the final of the Copa
America for the first time in 23 yvears after

an ill-tempered semifinal on URUGU AY “" .I \
h’ﬁ i 5

Wednesday A 39th-minute Jef-
ferson Lerma header sealed COLOMBIA 1
victory for the Colombians, Lerma 10
who will now face holders Ar-
gentina in Sunday’s final in Miami.
Colombia coach Nestor Lorenzo said
his team had been rewarded for their brav-
ery. Down to 10 men for the entire second
half, after Daniel Munoz was sent off just
before the interval, Colombia held on for
victory without the need for ultra-defen-
sive tactics. “The truth is that it was a very
tough match. Uruguay is an excellent

-
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Players climb into stands
during in-stadia fan brawl

Darwin Nunez and about a dozen Uruguay
teammates went into the stands as fans brawled
at Bank of America Stadium after the end of the
match. The crowd of 70,644 was about 90% in

Winning run extends to 28 games

The win also extends Colombia’s un-
beaten run to 28 games, 25 of them under
Lorenzo's guidance, and it breaks the pre-
vious record of 27 matches set between 1992
and 1994 when the likes of Carlos Valder
rama and Freddy Rincon graced the side.
“As we said we would, we went game by

This is a disaster, Our family is in
danger. We had to get into the stands
to take out our loved ones with small babies,
newborns. There was not a single police
officer.” —Jose Gimenez, urucuay CAPTAIN

Lerma’s goal
against Uruguay

TEARS OF JOY: Rodriguez {(on the ground)
and teammates celebrate

were even brave. When we were down one

we kept two strikers and that is an act of then climbed a staircase into the crowd. A video

team, with excellent players and a coach  courage that was rewarded,” said Lorenzo. game. We did not surpass (the 90's team) favour in Colombia, but a small patch of Uruguay  showed Nunez hitting a fan in Colombian colours. edition of the tournament,
[ admire a lot” Lorenzo said of his fellow Munoz was dismissed aftera wildelbow They left a base. So it is not leaving that fans fought with Colombia supporters as Uruguay captain Jose Gimenez said players went surpassing the 11 scored in the
Argentine, counterpart Marcelo Bielsa.  on Manuel Ugarte earned him a second behind, it is adding to it, so that Colombian beverages were thrown. Nunez and teammates in the crowd to protect their families. two editions they reached the

“But we took the lead, the risk, and we yellow but Lorenzo had no harsh wordsfor football grows”. acemcies final (1975 and 2001).
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CITY SPORTS

Ayaan, Vishnu
shine for GNS

Gopalan National School
scored a 172-run win over St.
John's High School in the
boys U-16 category of the
Cottonian Shield in Bengalu-
ru on Thursday. Batting first,
Ayaan's 102 helped Gopalan
compile 222/7 in 20 overs
and later Vishnu scalped
five wickets to dismiss
St.John's for 50 runs.

Brief scores: Gopalan National
School: 22277 in 20 owers [Ayaan
102, SaiVarun &1, Hannan 2-22, Saad
Z2-32) bt St. John's HS: 50 all out in
14 Owers (Vishnu 5-4, Suhaan B 2-11)
Ehenezer IS: 116/ in 20 Overs
(Bryan T 49 Vihaan Shivakumar 3-17,
Vinaan S Ranka 2-11, Jason M Thomas
Z-14} it to FAPS: II7/3in151 Overs
(Darsh 3 52 n.o, Rishi Harivasta SLno;
Saiteja 2-30); Maillayva Aditi 15 bt 5t
Germain's HS (by forfeit).

Rajajinagar score: Rajaji-
nagar scored a 3-2 win over
Vijayanagar in a Pool C
match of the Chief Minis-
ter's Cup football tourna-
ment in Bengaluru on
Thursday. In the other
match, Sarvagnanagar
cruised past Gandhinagar
4-(. Results: Peol €: Sarvagnana-
gar-4d (Marendra Prasad VB 12, Arvind
Kuamr 33, Yogith N 60, Vijay B 62) bt
Gandhinagar O Rajajinagar 3 (Mad-
havan M 15, Monish Kumar G 3543, Raju
0483 bt Vijayanagar 2 (Suhas SN 35
Sangay H 48-pen),

Kaushal, Agastya shine for Vij ]aya CcC

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Lavish Kaush-
al’'sall-round showand Agas-
tva § six-wicket match haul
were the highlights of Vijaya
Cricket Club’s runaway
nine-wicket win over Malles-
waram Gvmkhana in the
KSCA Group I, Division II
league here recently.

Kaushal (3/59) and Agas-
tva (4/24) restricted Malles-
waram to 157 all out in 41.2
overs, Vijava batsmen then
frittered away the advantage
and could manage only 204
all out for alead of 47.

Vijaya bowlersthencame
good again with Kaushal (2/
20), Agastya (2/38), Virender
(3/35)and Maliksab G Shirur
bundling out Malleswaram
for a paltry 119 in 29.5 overs.
Vijava then reached the tar-
get in11.2 overs to pick up six
points for the big win.

Times News NETwORK

Bengaluru: Hosts Basavanagudi Aqg-
uatic Centre (BAC) emerged overall
champions at the state sub-junior and
junior swimming championships
that concluded hereon Thursday. Dol-
phin Aquaticsfinished runners-up.

The in-form Samarth Gowda from
BAC signed off with the the 100-metre
butterfly and 200-metre backstroke
gold medals. He also comfortably won
the individual championship in boys
Group 11-A.

In the corresponding category for
girls, Naisha capped her fine run in
the competition with two gold medals
(400 metres freestyle and 200m back-
stroke. In the same category, Tisva So-
nartooreturned a grand double, win-

ning the 200 breaststroke and 100
metres butterfly events.

In Group I-A, MSC's Chinthan
Shetty was in top form as he shared
the individual championship with S
Dharshan. In the corresponding
events Dolphin's Manavi Varma
claimed the top honours.

Results (winners only): Boys: Group 11-A: 400m
freestyle | Rishith Rangan (BAC, 4:2319) 200m
breaststrole: YashH Pal (BAC; 2:38 89); 100m butter-
fly: Samarth Gowda (BAG; 59.63); 200m backstroloe:
Samarth Gowda (BAC, 213.59); 50m freestyle: Vedant
fdehra (Dolphin Aquatics; 26.63); Group 11-B: S00m
freestyle L Sharan 5 (Matsya; 4:24 164); 200m breast-
strobe: Aarav J(BAC 2:4781); 200m backstroke: Ad-
vaita VM (BAC, 2:22.37). 100m butterfly: Subrah-
manyaJeevamsh (Dalphin: L0474 ) 50m freestyle: Ga-

BAC retain overall championship

In-Form Samarth And Naisha Top Group 1I-A; Double Dehght For Tlsya

5 Edﬁ.rﬂl

CUP OF JOY: Basavanagudi Aquatic Centre swimmers celebrate their rich haul at the State Sub-Junior and Junior championships

rapati Bharadhwaj (Golden; 2783). Group 11-C: 300m
freestyle: Jas Singh (ACE: 4:48.24), 200m breast-
strole: Chetan Ganapa (NAC; 2:49. 856} 100m buttes-
fly: Vedant Misale (SCB; 108.20); 200m bachstrole:
Krish 5(BAC; 2:3732); 50m freestyle: Nikhil Te) Reddy
(BAC; 2930 1) 4x200m freestyle {12-14 yrs) BAC A
{85172

Girls: Group 11-A: 400m freestyle: | Naisha (BAL
4:4352); 200m breaststroke: Tisya Sonar (Matsya;
2:56.22) 100m butterfly: Tisva Sonar (Matsya,
L1L03); 200m backstrobe: Maisha (BAC, 226006}
50m freestyle: Phanindranath Charita (Elite; 28.03);

Group I1-B: 400m freestyle: Mira Nambiar (Dalphin;
50516} 200m breaststrole: Sparsha 5 Harisha (Mat-
sya: 208 12) 100m butterfly: Trisha Sindbi (Global;
L0855, 200m backstrole: Mira Nambiar {Dolphing
2:3847); 50m freestyle: Trisha Sindhu (Globak 2910);
Group II-C: 400m freestyle: Sumanvi V (DEV
5:0L29) 200m breaststroke: Manyva B Wadhwa
(PMSC; 3:05.06); 100m butterfly: Manya R Wadina
(PMSC; L13.01); 200m hackstroke: Sumedha V' (DK
2:4014) 50m freestyle: Auna P Alva (B3A; 3057
S 200m froestyle (1L2-14 yws): BAC A 93671

Overall Championship: Winners: Basavanagudi Ag-

uatic Centre; Runners-upe Dolphin Aguatics.
Individual champions: Boys: Group I-A: Chinthan 5
Shetty (MSC) & S Dharshan (BAC) I-B: Monlsh PV
(BAC) II-A: Samarth Gowda (BAC) II-B: Sharan 5
(Matsyal; 11-C; Jas Singh (Ace); Girls: I-A; Manavi Var-
ma (Dolphing, 1-B: Sri Charnai Tomu (Global);, TI-A:
Maksha (BAC), IT-B: Trisha Sindhu (Globaly: II-C: Manya
R Wadbwa (PMSC). Team Championship: Boys:
Group I: 1 Basavanagudi Aquatic Centre, 2. Dolphin Ag-
uatics; Group IT: L BAC, 2. Dolphin; Group ITL: 1 Dol-
phin, 2. BAC. Givlg: Group I 1L BAC, 2. Dalphin; Group IT:
L BAC, 2. Dolphin; Group ITI: L Dolphin, 2, BSA.

il stocks last,

chakki fresh atta

KARNATAKA HAVE IT EASY IN OPENER

Bengaluru: Karnataka
teams registered lopsided
wins in the Hockey India Ju-
nior South Zone Champion-
ship in Kadapa on Thursday.
While the women scored a 60
win over Telangana, the men
outclassed Le Puducherry
10-0). Results: Men: Karnataka 4 (Hrithik

Anrappa &, Kiran Reddy 7 Harishit Kumar 4.2,
Akhil Aiyvappa BN 45) bt Andhra Pradesh O
Hockey Karnataka 10 (Hrithik Aivappa 7 An-
fam Shanmukha 8, Pilla Akash Mageshwara
Rao 15, 44, Prem Bumar 18, 33, Akhil Aivappa
29, Raju Manoj Gayakwad 30, Dheuva BS 35,
371t Le Puducheariy Q.

Women: Karnataka 3 (Poonamma CD 44,

Deepika B 53, Rakshitha J 56) b Tamil Madu 1
(Mumanja B 45); Karnataka & (Disha M &, 36,
Rak=hita J 11 55, Thamisha B 27 Meher Kaur
Miehta 58) bt Telangana 0.

DYES ‘A’ down Postal: Rahul
CJ scored a hat-trick as DYES
‘A beat Postal Department 7-1
in the Hockey Karnataka
League Championship in Ben-
galury. Resudts: DYES ‘A 7 (Bharath MK
4, Deekshith AH 1, Aryan Uthappa MT I7, Ra-
hul CJ13 35, 54, Desh Poovaiah 53) bt Postall
(5riFama 24); Accountant General Office Rec-
reation Club 4 (Harish Mutagar 24, 44, 59
Mohd Rahee! 43) bt Boys Sports Company,
MEG

Todays matches: SAL 5TC vs K3P; Canara
Bank vs Customss & GST, THN

BMarul Herbal

Brief scores: Malleswaram Gymildwana:
157 all ourt im AL2 owers (Shroyank Sagar
FO; Lavish Kaushal 3-59, Agastya 5 4-24) &
19 alF out in 295 owers (Shreyank Sagar 25,
Machiketh P 38; Lavish 2-20, Agastyva 5 2-38,
Virender 3-35, Maliksal Shirur 2-19) lost to
Vijaya CC: 204 all out in 53 overs (Yash
Jadhay 49, Abul Khalid 43, Lavish Kaushal 39,
Mafiksab Shirur 22 Samwak Viedlaloro 3-68,
Mariish BF 4-42) & 74/1 In IL2 overs (Yash
Jadhav lno, Livan Khan 2900,

The Bangalore Cricketers: 351 all out in
BL1 owvers (Tanush M 47 Akshay B 126 (191h,

CITY CRICKET

L), Nakul U 42, KB Shreyas 31 Manjunath
2By Krishay Somasundar 2-72, Manik Baj
276, Tejas Reddy 2-20, Sauray P Samant 2-
) bt Whirlwind Cricketers: 102 all out
in 35 owers (Knshay Somasundar 35, Tejas
Reddy 32, Bharath D 2-26, Manjunath 2-17
Keshay Manjunath 3-24, Vinayak Holla 2-27)
& 173 all out in 58 overs (Prateeksh R 53
Suraj VL 75 Keshav Manjunath 332, Vi-
nayak Holla 5-58).

Jawahar SC (2): 170 all out in 611 overs
{Rakshith K 35, Ajith R 31, Mashoog Hussain

38 Digantha K Umesh 2-31, Harsha B 2-38,
Kearthi M 2-42, Santhosh S 3100 & I72/3 in
32 overs (Rakshith 1K 2% Shatak Gunial
6500, Mitesh 4% Keerthi M 2-29) drew with
Dooravani Cricketers (1):113 all outin 471
overs (Keerthi M 41 Vineeth B 27, Shimaon
Ligiz 547 Bohith Sundar 4-9) & 13830 284
overs{amey VHAE, Mohit Sharma 38, Ro-
hith Sundar 3-36) Cemtury Cricleters:
31/8 In B6.5 owers (Harsha Wardhan 71,
Shishir Bhavane &0, KB Pawan 720, Mad-
hav P Bajaj 23; Stalin Hoover 2-14, Fumitkumar
2-5%, Pratham | 2-73) drew with Viswes-
warampuram CC (1) 227 all out in 56.2
overs (Soomj 54 42, Shulham Sinha S4n.o,
Pratham R 27; Mitrakant Singh 8-53, Madhav
Bajaj 2-66) &1134 i 29 overs (Nishith Raj 43,
Sooraj 2h 32 Madhay P Bajaj 3-25)

Engrades CC: 287 all out in 66 overs (Ahi
27 Niteesh Kumar Tn.o. (169, 13xd; 3x6), Ni-
hansh Pocjary 24, Vijay Kumar 31 Miranjan N
34 Thwahim Rayyan 2-40, Aaryan Santosh 2-
23, Midind Mali 3-4%, Shane Ryan 2-44) direw
with Wilson Garden CC: 226 all out in 65
owers [ Rayyvan 20, Yash Vikas 48, Milind 41,
Toufeeq S 66 no. Vigay Kumar 3-53, T Chiran-
jeayi2-32, Jithendra VN 2-27 Miranjan M 2-31),

Maodern CC: 172 all out in 50.2 overs
(Pratheek 32, Sukruth J 42, Pranay Aswath
30 Manuveer Mahagan 2-49, Mithesh 3-94,
Ansh Aima 2-21 &158/ 7 ind0 overs (Shiv R
20 Manuveer 2-23, Daman Deep Singh 4-33)
drew with Visweswarampuram CC (2):
237 all ourt in 72.3 overs (Athary Karulkar
58, Arun K36, Shoaib Manager 28, Mamnesy
35; Kari Abrar 3-55, Shroyas Kiamar 2-34,
Pramay Aswath 2370 Jupiter Gricketers
Association: 198 all out in 70.5 overs
(Smaran Bamesh 33, Anshuman AG 52, Pra-
has S Nairy 26; Anand Gowada 5-163 81337300
43 overs (Prahas Mairy2? Smaran Ramesh
A7, Sanket 5B 2-27) drew with Jawahar
SC(1):348/9in59.4 overs{ Amod S Kaluve
B, 5 Chaitamya 1001 (78b, 10x4; 5x6), Shash-
arks BY 58 5 Vishwas 5103, Abhincam G Ja-
b 3-14): Minerva CC: 158 all out in 37.5
owers (Anish KN 31 Meeraj Zlmo; Taha Khan
4-50, Abhishek HP 5-41) & 193/2 in 474
owers (Jairam Srinivas 72, Prajwal Prakash
52, Naveen Bala B3¥no; Shreehaan Arinjai 2-
26) drew with Chintamani Sports Asso-
ciation,;: 223 all cut in 522 overs {Aaron
Christie 106 (1230, 12x4: 2xb), Anas Sheikh
3, Aman Khan 32; Saawan Sriragg &-75).
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UNMATCHED RIDE,
UNBEATABLE OFFER.
Enjoy offers worth up to %40,000*with

the VIDA Electric Scooter from Hero MotoCorp.

165 km™
Certified Range

Wide Service
Network

Government subsidy (EMPS) worth ?10,000 ends on 31" July.
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VIDA

Powered by Hero

*Limited period offer. Call your nearest Hero dealership now.

Visit us in BANGALORE: Vittal Mallya Road — RT KRISHNA AUTOS, 7428411021 | Bommanahalli — VIDA HUB RT
KRISHNA AUTO, 8762865999 | Banashankari — SAIl MOTORS, 7428412219 | J P Nagar — SAIl MOTORS, 9035024284 |
Kanakapura Main Road — SAlI MOTORS, 8904677394 | Yeshwanthpur — SAl BIKES, 7428411869 | Nagarabhavi — SAl
BIKES PREMIA, 7428412128 | Banaswadi Ring Road — BHAGATH MOTORS, 7428408355 | K R Puram — BHAGATH
MOTORS, 9900349199 | Electronic City — RT KRISHNA AUTOS, 9865262136 | Rajajinagar — MAX MOTORS,
7428409766 | Magadi Main Road — POORNA MOTORS, 7428409953 | Lal Bagh Main Road — PRAKASH MOTORS,
7428410886 | Magadi Road — RT KRISHNA AUTOS, 8762058999 | Bellary Road — BIMAL MOTORS, 7428408801 |
Singsandra — RT KRISHNA AUTOS PREMIA, 7428411368 | BTM Layout — V35 MOTORS, 9035007999 | TUMKUR: Sira
Gate — SAl WHEELZ, 9289922986 | BH Road — SAlI WHEELZ, 7676016623 | Kunigal — SAl WHEELZ, 9164972652 |
Tiptur — SAlI WHEELZ, 9164840456 | HUBLI: Gokul Road, Vikas Nagar — BELLAD & COMPANY, 9289922565 |
Deshpande Nagar — CHADHA AUTO AGENCIES, 9289922119 | DHARWAD: Opposite J3S College, Vidyagiri — BELLAD
& COMPANY, 9611076548 | BELGAUM: Khanapur Road — NAGSHANTHI MOTORS VIDA HUB, 9019929171 | BR
Ambedkar Road, Opposite District Civil Hospital — NAGSHANTI MOTORS PVT LTD, 9289922502 | Old Pune Bangalore
Road, Fort Road — NAGSHANTHI MOTORS, 9019929171. **Certified range by Govt. certified agency. Real-world range of
110 km. Certified and Real-world range may vary depending on riding style, road/vehicle conditions, and vehicle models.
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Stay-On, a combination of 16 potent
ayurvedic herbs and world famous
Ginseng, Ashwagandha, Kounch,
Shatavari, Safed Musli, Shilajeet etc.
That's unique. Thousands of couples
have infused freshness in relationships.

= Helps improve Vitality, Stamina & Energy

twice a day, preferably with milk

Available in CAPSULE, ORAL LIQUID and
OIL form at Chemists

« 28 Days' Course Ideal « One to two capsules

MFIF'
ﬂ‘ 10 cap pack T 235
El] cap pack T 50

| St.a!.r I]n-'i
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Stay-On

www.shreemarutiherbal.com

DISCOUNT

AT JOS ALUKKAS

-
‘ -
-

~ OLDGOLDTO :
KAMMANAHALLI, Ph: 080-22204916
20 D/ " 70/ f HUID o RAJAJINAGAR, Ph: 080-23102319
: 0 & GOLD WITH
B DISCOUNT DISCOUNT ATTRACTIVE BENEFITS | HOSUR. Ph:04344-227491,
& Shop online at www.josalukkasonline.com

KARNATAKA |

ANDHRA PRADESH |

ORGANIC

A HEALTHY FAMILY
IS A HAPPY FAMILY.

CHOOSE AMUL ORGANIC.

Mo chemicals | Mo pesticides

o ——— —

-

ORGANIC

BASMATI RCE

o]

Armul

Range Muoong | Whale Urad | Besan
avsisble  Bmul e
i Ehop amul com

DISCOUNT

ON MAKING CHARGES
OF GOLD JEWELLERY

THE OFFER IS VALID TILL 18" JULY

Thiz Offer i2 not applicable for 24 CT Bare & 22 CT Coing

TELANGANA |

DICKENSON ROAD, Ph: 080-25552281

KERALA |

Crehraduni Basmat Fice | Whole 'Wheat Atta | Sona Masoon Rice | Toor Dal
Organic Chana Dal | Masoor Dal | Kabull Chana | Desi Chana | Rajma | Whole Green

JAYANAGAR. Ph: 080-41539802 | K.R.PURAM. Ph: 080-22440916

HSR LAYOUT. Ph: 080-22445916 | R.R.NAGAR. Ph:080-27622544

TAMIL NADU

=]
SMART

IRAZAAR

and at all &mul Parloars
and |leading retaill stores

| PONDICHERRY
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Reserve Bank chief

Shaktikanta Das
hints interest rates
may remain higher
for longer, says
inflation numbers for
INCLUDES 14 PAGES OF BANGALORE TIMES AND *B PAGES OF TIMES PROPERTY { *CITY AREAS INDIA'S LARGEST ENGLISH NEWSPAPER | To subscribe call 18001200 004 or visit subscribe.timesofindia.com June are EI]JEC!Ed to
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SCAN TO EXPERIENCE

AVAILABLE IN:

HOMDERF UL
BY DESIoN

Flat ¥1,000 Instant Discount” ' - - ey vijiry
_ On Credit Card & EMI Transactions : : .n. HﬂFI? BANK | | W '[ IEID;E FIRST H_anhE | | FEDERAL BANK | Flipkart B | CTonnea | v l'lfﬂ'
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HONDERF UL
BEY DESIGH

UNIQUE INTERCHANGEABLE CASE

ULTRA-FAST MEDIATEK DIMENSITY 7300 5G
POWERFUL SONY 50 MP CAMERA

EXTRA-BRIGHT 6.67" SUPER AMOLED DISPLAY
2000 mAh BATTERY LIFE
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TR TI??E Liigi UiF
Y OLIR WAY THE SOLUND

INTERCHANGEABLE BEZEL DESIGN SMART DIAL FOR INTUITIVE CONTROL

1.32" AMOLED DISPLAY WITH AUTO-BRIGHTNESS HIFI SOUND POWERED BY DUAL DRIVERS
GESTURE CONTROL FOR CHANGING MUSIC & ANSWERING CALLS 50 dB SMART ACTIVE NOISE CANCELLATION
BLUETOOTH CALLS WITH AI NOISE REDUCTION 6 HD MICS WITH CLEAR VOICE TECHNOLOGY 2.0
BUILT-IN MULTI-SYSTEM GPS 11 HRS OF NON-STOP MUSIC

11 DAYS BATTERY LIFE SPATIAL AUDIO EFFECT

AVAILABLE IN:
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