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GAMBHIR WANTS
TEN DOESCHATE IN
COACHING STAFF

RAHUL REITERATES
DEMAND FOR PM�S
VISIT TO MANIPUR

SOME STRAY
THOUGHTS ON INDIA�S
SPORTING JOURNEY

P7 P12

BALANCED
DIPLOMACY

P6 P10

THUMBNAILS

The Dharmaveer Swarajya Rakshak Chhatra-
pati Sambhaji Maharaj Mumbai Coastal Road
(South) project has been temporarily ope-
ned for traffic. In Mumbai on Thursday. � ANI

Brij Bhushan Sharan trial: A Delhi court on

Thursday directed to begin the trial and

recording of statements of prosecution wit-

nesses in an alleged sexual harrasment case

against former MP and former WFI chief Brij

Bhushan Sharan and aide Vinod Tomar from

26 July. Additional Chief judicial Magistrate

Priyanka Rajpoot on Thursday issued sum-

mons to two prosecution witnesses for 26

July. The court on 21 May framed the

charges against Singh and Tomar. 

PARMOD KUMAR
NEW DELHI, 11 JULY

D
enying any mass
malpractice in
the conduct of
the NEET-UG

2024 exam, the Central
government has told the
Supreme Court that data
analytics done by the Indi-
an Institute of Technology
Madras, shows that there
is neither any indication of
mass malpractice nor a
localised set of candidates
being benefitted leading
to abnormal scores.

Apparently, this is in
reference to 67 candidates
scoring perfect 720 marks.
In 2020 one candidate
scored perfect 720 marks,
three in 2021, one in 2022

and two in 2023. The Cen-
tral government, in its affi-
davit, filed on Thursday, also
said that the counselling will
be conducted in four rounds
starting from the third week
of July.

Assuring that wrong-
doers would not be per-
mitted to go scot-free, the
central government has
said: “For any candidate, if
it is found that he/she has
been the beneficiary of any
malpractice, the candida-
ture of such person would
be cancelled at any stage
during the counselling
process or even afterwards.”

Terming as fake the
video showing a photo of
the NEET-UG paper leaked
on Telegram on 4 May, the
National Testing Agency

in its affidavit has said:
“The timestamp was
manipulated to create a
false impression of an early
leak.” Stating that it has car-
ried out an analysis of dis-
tribution of marks of can-
didates in NEET-UG 2024
at National, State and City
level, the NTA has said:
“This analysis indicates
that the distribution of
marks is quite normal and

there seems to be no extra-
neous factor, which would
influence the distribution
of marks”. 

The SC on Thursday
adjourned for 18 July the
hearing on a batch of peti-
tions seeking the cancella-
tions of the NEET-UG 2024
exam on the grounds of
paper leak and other irreg-
ularities in the conduct of the
examination on 5 May 2024.

Counselling to start from third week of July: Central govt to Supreme Court

�No indication of mass
malpractice in NEET�
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WEATHER

Generally cloudy sky. Possibility of
rain/thunder shower towards night.
Maximum and minimum temperatures
likely to be around 34 °C and 28 °C
respectively.
RAINFALL: NIL
RELATIVE HUMIDITY 
Max. 87 % Min. 60 %
TEMPERATURE
Max: 35.3 °C (+2.5)   Min: 29.2°C (+2.3)
SUN RISES SUN SETS
04:60  hrs 18:25 hrs
MOON RISES MOON SETS
09:32 hrs 22:6  hrs

Full Moon on 21 July

SENSEX   79,897.34�27.43 NIFTY   24,315.95�8.50 ` vs $   83.56 GOLD 73,420�220 SILVER  95,500�1000 BRENT CRUDE (IN $) 83.00�0.27

Mob assault video: BJP,
section of media deliberately
maligning the state, says CM
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 11 JULY

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Thursday
accused the BJP and a sec-
tion of the media of malign-
ing the state after an old
video of a mob assault in
Ariadaha in North 24-Par-
ganas began circulating
just before the by-elections
for four Assembly con-
stituencies held yesterday.

Speaking to mediaper-
sons at Kolkata airport, Miss
Banerjee also held  former
BJP MP from Barrakpore
Arjun Singh responsible for
the rise of Jayanta Singh, the
alleged mastermind behind
the Ariadha incident.

Jayanta Singh has been
arrested by police after the
video showing his gang
members assaulting peo-
ple, including a woman, in
his den, went viral.

Miss Banerjee said the
two-year-old incident hap-
pened when Arjun Singh
was BJP MP of Barrack-
pore Lok Sabha con-
stituency.

There was a BJP MP in
Barrackpore when Jayan-
ta amassed wealth and rose
to fame. He also tried to foil
the 2021 Assembly elec-
tion, Miss Banerjee said.

She accused a section of
the TV channels of show-

ing the old incident repeat-
edly at the behest of the BJP
ahead of Wednesday's by-
elections. “This was done
deliberately to create false
propaganda before the
polls. Even an event of 2021
was highlighted. I might
adopt legal steps against
such things,” the chief min-
ister said.

Miss Banerjee, who was
leaving for Mumbai, said
that she will separately
meet Shiv Sena-UBT chief
Uddhav Thackeray, NCP-SP
chief Sharad Pawar and
the Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav during her
two-day trip to attend the

marriage function of indus-
trialist Mukesh Ambani's
son Anant Ambani.

“I will meet Uddhav
Thackeray, whom I have not
met for quite some time,
there tomorrow. I will have
political discussions with
him. I will also go to the res-
idence of Sharad Pawar
and meet him. I heard that
Akhilesh Yadav will be there.
I will also meet him. I will
be coming back to Kolkata
on Saturday,” she said.

The Shiv Sena, TMC,
NCP, and SP are part of the
opposition alliance INDIA
at the national level along
with the Congress.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
UNITED NATIONS, 11 JULY

The population of India is
expected to increase through
2054 and potentially peak in
the second half of the centu-
ry or later, according to a
report released by the United
Nations on World Population
Day, celebrated annually on
11 July.  It is expected that the
world’s population will peak
in the mid-2080s, growing
over the next 60 years from 8.2
billion people in 2024 to
around 10.3 billion in the
mid-2080s, and then will return
to around 10.2 billion by the
end of the century, stated the
report titled ‘World Population
Prospects 2024’.

The size of the world’s pop-
ulation in 2100 is now expect-
ed to be six per cent lower ~
or 700 million fewer ~ than
anticipated a decade ago. As

of 2024, population size has
peaked in 63 countries and
areas, including China, Ger-
many, Japan, and the Russian
Federation, and the total pop-
ulation of this group is projected
to decline by 14 per cent over
the next 30 years.

For another 48 countries
and areas, including Brazil, the
Islamic Republic of Iran, Turkey,
and Vietnam, the population
is projected to peak between

2025 and 2054.
“In the remaining 126 coun-

tries, including India, Indone-
sia, Nigeria, Pakistan, and the
United States of America, the
population is expected to
increase through 2054 and
potentially peak in the second
half of the century or later,” the
report pointed out. In nine
countries of this group, includ-
ing Angola, the Central African
Republic, the Democratic

Republic of Congo, Niger, and
Somalia, very rapid growth is
projected, with their total
population doubling between
2024 and 2054. The demo-
graphic landscape has evolved
greatly in recent years, said Li
Junhua, UN Under-Secretary-
General for Economic and
Social Affairs.

“In some countries, the
birth rate is now even lower
than previously anticipated,
and we are also seeing slight-
ly faster declines in some
high-fertility regions. The ear-
lier and lower peak is a hope-
ful sign. This could mean
reduced environmental pres-
sures from human impacts due
to lower aggregate consump-
tion. However, slower popu-
lation growth will not elimi-
nate the need to reduce the
average impact attributable to
the activities of each individ-
ual person,” he said.

India�s population will peak in 2nd
half of the century, says UN report 

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 11 JULY

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Thursday called
upon the BIMSTEC (Bay of Ben-
gal Initiative for Multi-Secto-
ral Technical and Economic
Cooperation) countries to
infuse new energies, new reso-
urces and a new commitment
into cooperation among the
members of the grouping.

“For India, BIMSTEC rep-
resents the intersection of its
‘Neighbourhood First’ outlook,
the ‘Act East Policy’ and the
‘SAGAR’ vision,” he said,
addressing the BIMSTEC For-
eign Ministers’ Retreat. The
meeting is being attended by
the foreign ministers or sen-
ior representatives of the gov-
ernments of India, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Nepal, Sri Lanka,
Thailand and Myanmar.

Recalling that the BIM-
STEC countries had last met
in a similar format in Bangkok
in July last year, Mr Jaishankar

said much has happened
since then and this should spur
their endeavours to deepen
and broaden the activities of
BIMSTEC.

The BIMSTEC Charter, for
a start, has come into effect
from 20 May this year. “Glob-
al and regional developments
also make it imperative that
we find more solutions
amongst ourselves,” he said.

He said there are long-
standing goals such as capac-
ity-building and economic
cooperation that have acquired
a new urgency. ''And not least,
a grouping that is so comple-
mentary and so congenial in

its membership should sure-
ly harbour higher aspirations.
Our hope is that these would
be expressed as shared and
ambitious BIMSTEC Vision.”

Mr Jaishankar meeting
Myanmar's Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minis-
ter U Than Swe on the side-
lines of the retreat, pressed for
the early release of unlawfully
detained Indians by cyber
scam gangs in Myanmar.

“Met with DPM and FM U
Than Swe of Myanmar on the
sidelines of BIMSTEC For-
eign Ministers' Retreat. Shared
our concerns regarding bor-
der stability and flow of displa-
ced persons. Also spoke about
issues of illegal narcotics and
arms trade and activities of in-
surgent groups,” said Mr Jai-
shankar in a post on microblog-
ging site X. “Pressed strongly
for the early return of Indians
unlawfully detained,” he assert-
ed, stressing India's firm stance
on securing the release of its
citizens from unlawful captivity.

EAM calls for deeper cooperation
among Bay of Bengal nations

STATESMAN NEW SERVICE
HYDERABAD, 11 JULY

In a horrific incident, three
minor boys allegedly gan-
graped and killed an eight-
year-old girl in Nandyal dis-
trict of Andhra Pradesh.

Police had brought in snif-
fer dogs after the girl remained
missing for four days.
Although one of the boys
confessed to the rape and
killing, the body of the vic-
tim is yet to be traced.

According to police the girl,
who was studying in class III
went missing on 7 July and
her father had registered a
police complaint saying she
did not come back after going
off to play in a nearby play-
ground. After failing to trace
the girl the police had brought
in a sniffer dog which led to
the three boys studying in
classes VI and VII of the same
school as the victim.

One of the boys confessed
that they had called her to play
with them and later raped her

at a desolate spot near the irri-
gation pump house. Appre-
hensive they would be caught
if the girl complained to her
parents the trio murdered her
by pushing her into the canal.

Following the confession
police are searching the back-
waters of river Krishna near
the Muchumarri Lift irriga-
tion pump house.

Since the water in the
canal is quite deep during the
monsoon season authori-
ties say there is a possibility
that the body has been
washed away. The SDRF was
also pressed into service with
boats to search for the body
of the victim. The incident has
sent shockwaves through-
out the state.

Minors gang-rape, murder
8-yr-old in Andhra shocker

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 11 JULY

Ahead of the presentation of
the Union Budget, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi met
with economists and sec-
toral experts on Thursday.

The meeting also saw the
participation of Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman.
Notable figures including Niti
Aayog Vice Chairman Suman
Bery and other members of
the planning body attended
the meeting.

At the gathering, in-depth
discussions took place aimed
at shaping the economic
direction of the country for
the coming fiscal year. One
of the main subjects of dis-
cussion was  job generation.

Among the experts and
economists who attended
were Surjit Bhalla, A K Bhat-
tacharya, Prof Ashok Gulati,
Gaurabh Ballabh, Amita Batra,
Mahendra Dev, and K V
Kamath. 

The Pre-Budget consul-
tations for Union Budget
2024-25 started from 19 June
2024 onward in the Ministry
of Finance chaired by Finance
Minister and concluded on 5
July. In the course of the in-
person consultations, over
120 invitees across 10 stake-
holder groups, including
experts and representatives
from farmer associations and
agriculture economists; trade
unions; education and health

sector; employment and
skilling; MSME; trade and
services; industry; econo-
mists; financial sector and cap-
ital markets; as well as, infra-
structure, energy and urban
sector, participated.

In her address to the joint
sitting of Parliament last
month, President Droupadi
Murmu indicated that the
government would come out
with historic steps to accel-
erate the pace of reforms.

Budget 2024: PM convenes meeting
with economists, sectoral experts

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses a meeting with econ-
omists ahead of the Union Budget which will be presented on
23 July, in New Delhi on Thursday. Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman is also present. �ANI

Miss Banerjee, who was leaving for Mumbai,
said that she will separately meet Shiv Sena-
UBT chief Uddhav Thackeray, NCP-SP chief
Sharad Pawar and the Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav during her two-day trip.

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 11 JULY

The Central government on
Thursday constituted a sin-
gle-member committee to
verify the candidature claims
and other details of Puja
Manorma Dilip Khedkar
(photo), probationary IAS
officer posted in Pune, who
was transferred to Washim in
central Maharashtra on Tues-
day after she was found at the
centre of a controversy over
her alleged misuse of power
as a civil servant.

The Ministry of Personnel
made the announcement in
a statement. It said that the
committee is chaired by a sen-
ior officer of the rank of Addi-
tional Secretary under Cen-
tral government and it will sub-
mit its report in two weeks.

“The Central Government
has constituted a single-
member Committee, chaired

by a senior officer of the rank
of Additional Secretary to
Government of India to ver-

ify the candidature claims
and other details of IAS Puja
Manorma Dilip Khedkar, a
candidate of Civil Services
Examination-2022 and ear-
lier CSEs. The Committee
will submit its report in 2
weeks," reads the Ministry of
Personnel statement.

Ms Khedkar is a 2023-
batch IAS officer of the Maha-
rashtra cadre, who secured an
All India Rank (AIR) of 841 in
the Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC) exam.
She sparked a controversy
recently when she used her
private Audi car with a red-
blue beacon light and VIP
number plate.

She also demanded facil-
ities that are not available to
probationary officers in the
IAS.

According to a report sub-
mitted by Pune collector
Suhas Diwse to the General
Administration Department,

Ms Khedkar repeatedly de-
manded that she be provid-
ed with a separate cabin, car,
residential quarters, and a
peon even before joining the
duty as a trainee on 3 June.
However, she was denied the
facilities.

The IAS trainee was also
accused of removing the
nameplate of a senior official
at the Pune collector's office
when he allowed her to use
his ante-chamber as her office.

Ms Khedkar allegedly sub-
mitted fake disability and
Other Backward Class (OBC)
certificates to clear the civil
services exam. Reports
claimed that she had also
submitted a mental illness cer-
tificate. In April 2022, she
was asked to report at the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), Delhi, for
verification of her disability
certificate, but she did not do
so, citing Covid infection.

Centre sets up panel to verify candidature claims,
other details of IAS probationer Puja Khedkar

A nurse places newborn babies on a bed on the occasion of
World Population Day, at the Government Kasturba Gandhi Hos-
pital for Women and Children in Chennai on 11 July 2023. ��ANI

According to police the
girl, who was studying in
class III went missing on 7
July and her father had
registered a police complaint
saying she did not come
back after going off to play
in a nearby playground.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 11 JULY

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has
arrested key accused
Rakesh Ranjan alias Rocky
from Bihar's Nalanda in
connection with the NEET
paper leak case.

Ranjan's arrest brings
a significant advancement
in the investigation, the
agency said on Thursday.

Rakesh Ranjan, who is
believed to be a one of key
player in the NEET paper
leak network, was taken
into custody following a
planned operation by the
CBI. “Before his arrest,

the CBI set a trap and
conducted raids at four
locations in the vicinity of
Patna and in Kolkata,” a
senior CBI official told
ANI news agency.

Ranjan's arrest is seen
as a crucial step towards
uncovering the full extent
of the malpractice that
has cast a shadow over the
integrity of one of India's
most important entrance
examinations, the agency
said. The CBI's investiga-
tion has so far resulted in
the arrest of over dozen of
suspects, each allegedly
playing a role in the leak
and distribution of the
NEET exam papers.

CBI arrests key accused 
in NEET paper leak case

A group of students met Union Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan at his residence in connection with the
NEET-UG examination, in New Delhi on Thursday. �ANI

Ms Khedkar, a 2023-
batch IAS officer of
the Maharashtra
cadre, who secured an
AIR of 841 in the UPSC
exam, sparked a con-
troversy recently
when she used her pri-
vate Audi car with a
red-blue beacon light
and VIP number plate
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Ministers take up issue on
Maoist cadre's PhD degree
The BU, on last Tuesday, in a bizarre notification suddenly halted the entire counselling process for PhD in history

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BURDWAN, 11 JULY

S
tate's higher educa-
tion minister and the
minister for the cor-
rectional homes had

discussions on how to pave
the way for a jailed Maoist
cadre to pursue his ambi-
tious PhD programme at the
Burdwan University.

Kunal Ghosh, the Trinamul

Congress leader also has taken
the side of the cadre Arnab
Dam and stressed: "Arnab
Dam deserves to be given a
chance to get his PhD degree.
He's proved his eligibility."
Ghosh, on his X- handle wrote:
"State's Ministers of Higher
Education and Correctional
Homes have discussed the
matter and are trying to find
ways how to get him shifted
from Hooghly to Burdwan

Correctional Home." Dam
was shifted from Midnapore
to Hooghly early this year. The
leader however has ridiculed
the Governor appointed vice-
chancellor of BU saying: "The
history department of BU
though has shown a cordial
gesture, its VC however has
tried to create undesired com-
plexities in the matter."

The executive council
meeting of the BU was dis-

solved today on the plea that
the interim VC had no right
to convene an EC meeting. The
Trinamul Congress Chhatra
Parishad, Webcupa members
staged a strong protest on the
issue in front of the portico
of the administrative office.

The Burdwan University
officials, faculties and gov-
erning body members have
divided opinion in the mat-
ter linked to restraining Dam
from securing his PhD. Dam
has topped the list of incum-
bents, incidentally.

The BU, on last Tuesday,

in a bizarre notification sud-
denly halted the entire coun-
selling process for PhD in
history.

The secretary, faculty coun-
cil (arts), issued the notifi-
cation that stated that it has
been postponed, 'due to
some unavoidable circum-
stances,' which has shocked
the ambitious candidates
like Arnab Dam, a Maoist
cadre jailed as a penal meas-
ure for his involvement in
dreaded squad operations. On
26 June, Dam had appeared
before the BU selectors for his
viva-voce.

Arnab with his squad
members had unleashed a
fierce attack on an EFR Camp
at Shilda in West Midnapore
on 15 February, 2010, in which
24 members of Eastern Fron-
tier Rifles jawans were shot
dead. Arnab, his lieutenant
Sudip Chongdar along with
22 others were later arrested.
Sudip though died later. On
29 February, 2023, Arnab was
convicted.

AGENCIES
KOLKATA, 11 JULY

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) have tracked at
least 25 bank accounts opened
in the name of third parties,
which were used for inward and
outward remissions of the ill-
gotten proceeds in the munic-
ipalities’ recruitment case in
West Bengal, said sources on
Thursday. 

A close examination of
these bank accounts revealed
that multiple high-value inward
remissions, each amounting
to a few lakhs, were credited
to these accounts and were also
debited from those accounts
within hours. On questioning
the official account holders,
the Central agency sleuths
came to know that they were
either the existing or past
employees of the corporate
entity owned by the arrested

private promoter Ayan Sil,
also a co-accused in the multi-
crore cash-for-school- job
case. The CBI officials inter-
rogated some of these official
account holders who con-
fessed that they were forced
by Sil to open the accounts.
They were also forced to sub-
mit entire supporting docu-
ments like passbooks, cheque-
books and even debit cards to
Sil. The official account hold-
ers had no authority to oper-
ate those accounts, sources
added. The second interest-
ing factor in the scam, as
revealed by the investigating
officials, is how a section of the
middlemen, all linked to Sil,
used this process to earn hefty
amounts from two avenues.

The first income was a
commission from the recipi-
ents or the ultimate benefici-
aries or the recipients of the
proceeds in the alleged scam.

New tracks to be laid over 
Andal-Pradhankhunta section
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
ASANSOL, 11 JULY

The Railway Board has sanc-
tioned over Rs 12,000 crore for
the multi-tracking project
between Son Nagar and Andal.
The project in total is stretch-
ing over 374.53 route km and
814.38 track km, amongst
which, 70 km length between
Pradhankhunta to Andal is
under Asansol division of
Eastern Railway.

The project, with an expect-
ed completion period of five
years, will serve the states of
Jharkhand and West Bengal,
significantly benefitting Dhan-
bad and West Burdwan dis-
tricts. With the sanctioned cost
encompassing extensive civil,
electrical, and S and T works,
the project's completion will
alleviate congestion in the
mainline which may help in
running of extra Mail/Express
Train and may also help in

achieving the target speed of
160 kmph for the routes
between Pradhankhunta to
Andal. This project will
enhance safety, and improve
rail operations across the
region.

The project's scope
includes the construction of
one important bridge, 13
major bridges, and 138 minor
bridges, alongside several
ROBs and RUBs, to ensure

smooth and uninterrupted rail
traffic. The introduction of
three new stations and the
elimination of level cross-
ings through the construction
of flyovers will further stream-
line rail operations.In a sig nif-
icant move towards project
commencement, almost all
the required land has been
acquired in the 
Andal-Pradhankhunta 
section.

Mastermind of robbery at
jewellery shop in Howrah nabbed
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 11 JULY

The alleged mastermind of
a robbery at a jewellery shop
in Domjur, Howrah was a
woman, who was arrested
today by Howrah city police
from Bihar and brought to
the city on a transit remand.

At least five persons had
been arrested in connec-
tion with the robbery, police
said.

The mastermind of the
robbery at Domjur, arrested
today, has been identified as
Asha Devi Mahato alias
Chachi, a resident of Samas-
tipur, Bihar following inves-
tigation and interrogation of
the other accused in the
case, Howrah city police
sources said.

An officer of Howrah
police commissionerate,
who was party to the inves-
tigation, said that an alleged
aide, Rabindra Sahani, who
was also arrested from Bihar
recently by the Howrah police,
was related to a henchman
of Subodh Singh, Bikash Jha.

Singh is now in CID cus-
tody in the city. Sahani, who
was arrested from Bihar,
allegedly revealed to the

investigators that it was
Chachi leading the robbery
gang, claimed an officer.

Howrah city police sources
said that Chachi came to
the scene of robbery after one
Manish Mahato alias Munia,
who was earlier a member
of the Subodh Singh gang,
allegedly separated from
Asha Devi and advised to
form a gang of his own.

It was this Munia gang,
who had allegedly commit-
ted robbery at a jewellery
shop at Domjur, Howrah.

Praveen Tripathi, CP,
Howrah city told news per-
sons that Chichi, who had

been living in a rented house
at Asansol for a long time for
the robbery. The two bikes
that had been recovered dur-
ing investigation had alleged-
ly been bought by Chachi. She
came to Ankurhati, in Howrah
in May and from there she
conducted recce of the alleged
jewellery shop at Domjur. It
was Asha Devi, who went to
the shop masquerading as a
customer.

Mr Tripathi said, “The
arrested five would be inter-
rogated further and would  try
to elicit information regard-
ing the whereabouts of the
gold stolen from the shop.”  

Transport minister meets
top S Bengal district
officials on road safety

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
DURGAPUR, 11 JULY

State transport minister Sne-
hasish Chakraborty has
stressed upon road safety,
increase in tax collection and
bringing in transparency in
operations of all the check-
posts at a high-level meeting
with the transport depart-
ment and other top officials
of five south Bengal districts
at City Centre in Durgapur, yes-
terday.

Transport secretary Saumi-
tra Mohan was also present
at the meeting in which RTO’s
and other top officials of the
district transport department
were present.

The officials of Birbhum,
Bankura, Purulia, West and East
Burdwan were present at the
meeting. Subhas Mondal,
chairman of South Bengal
State Transport Corporation
(SBSTC), DM of West Burdwan,
S Ponnambalam, SDM of
Durgapur, Saurav Chatter-
jee, chairman of Asansol Dur-
gapur Development Author-
ity (ADDA), Kabi Dutta were
also present.

It has been decided in the
meeting that to increase the
revenue of the state govern-
ment, the RTA will not allow
plying of overloaded trucks on
the roads. In future the truck
association will also be called
in a meeting to convey the state
government’s decision, sources
said.

From fines imposed on
overloaded vehicles, the state

government has increased
its revenue collection from Rs
2,500 crore to Rs 4,000 crore.

It has been directed to
start surveillance on the roads
to identify the vehicles oper-
ating with state registration,
road tax and permit. The pool
cars will also be inspected to
enhance safety of the school
students.

Unauthorised totos will
not be allowed to ply on the
streets. “We are taking drives
on the directives of our chief
minister Mamata Banerjee
and monitoring is on through-
out the state. We are trying to
find out the sources of the over-
loading vehicles plying on
the roads and highways of the
state,” said transport minis-
ter Snehasish Chakraborty.

The transport minister
also said that for setting up an
inter-state state-of-the-art
bus terminal in Durgapur,
he has urged the Asansol
Durgapur Development
Authority (ADDA) to send a
detail project report (DPR).

Assistance of enforcement
wing of the state is also being
taken to check overloading of
sand-loaded trucks from Ajay
and Damodar rivers in Birb-
hum, West Burdwan and
Bankura, the minister added.
He said that in the coming days,
more officials will be increased
to stop the over-loading as the
roads are getting affected.

In the last financial year,
the state earned Rs 274 crore
profit from check-posts
through the Suvidha portal.

Bengal municipality job case:
CBI tracks multiple accounts
used to divert proceeds

NH-717A suffered significant damage: Darjeeling MP

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 11 JULY

National Highway 717A has suf-
fered significant damage due
to landslides caused by heavy
rainfall.

Darjeeling MP Raju Bista,
accompanied by the general

manager of National Highways
& Infrastructure Development
Corporation and their technical
team, visited various vulner-
able areas along this route
today.

Mr Bista took note of the
damages, which were also
observed by the officials in his

presence.
MP Raju Bista said, "In

continuation of my visits to
assess the impact of heavy rains
and natural disasters, and to
meet and interact with those
affected, today I toured sev-
eral affected areas in Kalimpong
district of Darjeeling Lok Sabha

constituency.”
During his visit, Mr Bista

spoke with residents from
Mongpong forest area,
Bagrakote, Meena More,
Chuikhim, Sanyasi Dara, Pem-
ling Fatak, Barbote, Patley-
baas under Nimbong GP, Kaf-
fer, Loleygaon, Deurali Fatak,
Gitdabling, Upper Gitkolbong,
Gumbadara, 9th Mile Fatak and
Lava.

He listened to their concerns
and saw the damages to their
homes and agricultural fields
firsthand.

While steps will be taken
to repair and restore the affect-
ed areas, Mr Bista expressed
concern over the quality of
infrastructure and suggested
a re-evaluation of the entire
project to address vulnera-
bilities.

He also recognized the
need for disaster preparedness
in the mountain regions and
emphasized the importance
of equipping both mountain
communities and governing
authorities to handle future
challenges. 

Bengal school job case: CBI seizes two
servers from outsourced agency's office
AGENCIES
KOLKATA, 11 JULY

The CBI officials investigat-
ing the cash-for-school job
case in West Bengal have
seized two servers from the
office of S. Basu Roy & Com-
pany, the outsourced agency
responsible for providing
optical mark recognition
(OMR) sheets for written
examination for primary
teachers’ recruitment in
state-run schools, sources
said on Thursday. 

Since Thursday morning
a team of Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) officials,
accompanied by cyber and
software experts, were con-
ducting a fresh round of raid
and search operation at that
office. Earlier, a similar raid
and search operation was
conducted on Tuesday and
Wednesday.

The central agency offi-

cials are taking the help of the
cyber and software experts
following a directive from Cal-
cutta High Court’s single-
judge bench of Justice
Rajasekhar Mantha, who
advised CBI to take the help
of any specialised agency to
recover the data regarding the
OMR sheets.

However, the CBI sleuths
are tight-lipped on whether
the latest raid and search
operation have led to any sig-
nificant recovery in the mat-
ter.

As per the directive of
Justice Mantha, the entire cost
for bearing the assistance of
expert agencies is supposed
to be borne by the West Ben-
gal Board of Primary Edu-
cation (WBBPE).

Significantly, on July 9, the
WBBPE counsel made an
explosive revelation at Jus-
tice Mantha’s bench claim-
ing that the OMR sheets
used in the written exami-
nation in 2017 for recruitment
of primary teachers in state-

run schools of West Bengal
were destroyed. This was
done following the instruc-
tions of the Trinamool Con-
gress legislator and former
WBBPE chairman Manik
Bhattacharya, said the coun-
sel.

The WBBPE counsel also
informed the court that the
decision to destroy the OMR
sheets was taken independ-
ently by Bhattacharya with-
out any resolution adopted
by other members of the
board in the matter.

Bengal: ED
arrests youth
on charges of
tender fraud
in Health Dept

AGENCIES
KOLKATA, 11 JULY

The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) has taken into
custody a local youth in
Kolkata for duping indi-
viduals and entities on the
pretext of getting tenders
from the West Bengal Health
Department. 

The arrested individual
has been identified as Bud-
haditya Chattopadhyay, a
resident of Kasba area in
South Kolkata. He used to
pretend to be a Harvard Uni-
versity research scholar
and dupe several people of
crores of rupees promising
them to get their tender
applications with the state
Health Department passed.

The ED started the inves-
tigation based on a case filed
in the matter in 2022. As the
investigation proceeded,
the investigating agency
uncovered that the fraud had
been taking place since
2019 and on Wednesday,
they finally arrested the
ringleader behind the scam.

Besides duping indi-
viduals of amounts ranging
from Rs 50,000 to Rs 1,00,000,
the accused allegedly also
duped a Bengaluru-based
organisation of Rs 26 crore.

As per the estimates of
ED officials, he has duped
over Rs 35 crore from dif-
ferent individuals and enti-
ties since 2019.

MLA requests Nitin Gadkari to reconsider flyover design in Siliguri
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 11 JULY

A prominent group of citizens,
led by local merchants, in
Matigara of Siliguri has
demanded that the Union
ministry of road transport
and highways modify its plans
for the current construction
of a flyover as part of the
proposed elevated highway
from Balason to Sevoke.

The group recently had a
meeting with the Member of
Legislative Assembly repre-
senting Matigara-Naxalbari,
where they presented a joint
petition in support of con-
structing an elevated flyover.
This would allow them to
access the basement area of
the flyover.

This petition highlighted
various issues faced by the
local community, including

concerns from hundreds of
students attending schools in
the area.

After receiving this petition,
MLA Anandamay Barman
wrote to Union minister of
road transport and highways

Nitin Gadkari in support of
the citizens' demands. Bar-
man, who represents Naxal-
bari-Matigara for the BJP, has
urged Gadkari to reconsider
the decision to construct a fly-
over has no underpass and is

completely obstructed from
both sides for the Balason-
Sevoke Elevated Highway
Corridor that is currently
being built on Asian Highway-
2 in Siliguri.

Barman also noted that

Matigara hosts a popular
weekly market where people
from all over Darjeeling dis-
trict and nearby areas come
to trade. Additionally, there
are several secondary and
higher secondary schools as
well as three reputable Eng-
lish-medium schools locat-
ed in Matigara.

Furthermore, as a rapid-
ly developing rural town with
a major shopping centre at its
City Centre, Barman believes
that the present design of
the flyover would only wors-
en traffic congestion. In light
of these issues, Barman has
requested that Gadkari con-
sider constructing an ele-
vated flyover at least from
Mayadevi Club to Matigara
Hirasundari High School fol-
lowing requests made by
local residents for their greater
benefit.



C M Y K

KOLKATA, FRIDAY, 12 JULY 2024 03
MP Saugata Roy receives
death threat call
Mr Roy, while lodging complaint, has requested to track the phone number of the caller

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 11 JULY

V
eteran Trinamul
Congress MP from
Dum Dum Saugata
Roy received a phone

call in which the caller threat-
ened to kill him if the arrest-
ed party leader Jayanta Singh
was not released as soon as
possible.

Mr Roy has lodged a com-
plaint with police and at
the same time he has request-
ed the police commission-
er of Barrackpore police
commissionerate to track
the phone number of the
caller.

Jayant, a Trinamul Con-
gress leader in the Ariada-
ha area, under the Dum
Dum Lok Sabha (LS) con-
stituency, was arrested by
police last week on charge
of his alleged involvement
in a mob violence incident
that happened on 30 June.

He was the prime suspect in
the incident. He was arrest-
ed in connection with the
assault of a college student

and his mother on 30 June.
A video clip showing a group
of people beating up the
two had become viral in the

social media.
The police also initiated

a suo motu case against him
following the circulation of
an old video clip showing a
girl being assaulted by a
group of people in Ariada-
ha. On Wednesday night,
Mr Roy claimed that he
received a phone call in
which the caller threatened
to kil l  him demanding
Jayant's immediate release.
Ariadaha comes under the
Dum Dum Lok Sabha con-
stituency, which Roy repre-
sents as a four-term MP.

"I received a call from an
unknown number. The per-
son on the other end claimed
that if I did not ensure the
release of Jayant Singh, I
would be killed. The caller
also said that he would kill
me if I went to Ariadaha," Mr
Roy told the media. "The
threat call came twice, and
the caller also abused me,"
he added.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 11 JULY

Facing the wrath of the occu-
pants, residents or even out-
siders allegedly, the engi-
neers of Kolkata Municipal
Corporation have decided to
boycott the demolition duties
assigned to them by the civic
body.

The engineers have given
a unanimous call for provid-
ing safety to them during the
ongoing demolition drives
undertaken by the municipal
corporation.

The engineers under the
umbrella of Kolkata Munici-
pal Corporation Engineer’s

and Allied Services are citing
incidents of attack by the
occupants or local residents
of houses during demolition.
According to the members of
the engineers’ body, of late,
the engineers accompanied
by fewer policemen are often

faced with the challenges of
attacks by the local residents.
The presence of inadequate
police personnel or even no
action from the ones on spot
allegedly, puts the engineers’
life at risk.

As informed by the mem-

bers of the organization, yes-
terday, the demolition team
was faced with a similar sit-
uation in ward 89. The chaos
took place at Prince Rahimud-
din Lane ward in Borough X
when the team arrived to pull
down the illegal construc-
tion but had to face intense
resistance from the locals.

The chaos ended in three
engineers of the civic body
including a woman, getting
injured allegedly while on
duty in the presence of the
police. As alleged by the sec-
retary of the engineers’ body,
Manas Sinha, in a worse sce-
nario that occurred at Ental-
ly recently, the resisting locals

allegedly even tried to burn
and kill the engineers of the
demolition team. As rued by
the secretary of the organi-
zation, the authorities are
unable to provide protection
to the engineers while carry-
ing out the demolition duty.
The engineers of the civic
body are therefore protesting
alleging threats to their safe-
ty and decided to boycott the
demolition activities for now.
Demanding protection dur-
ing the ongoing demolition
drive, members of the Kolkata
Municipal Corporation Engi-
neer’s and Allied Services
submitted a deputation to
the mayor's office.

After attacks, KMC engineers to boycott demolition drives

Minister interacts with troops at Fort William Serampore SDO, task force survey
Seoraphuli market to check prices
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HOOGHLY, 11 JULY

After chief minister Mama-
ta Banerjee had issued strict
directives to check the abnor-
mal hike in prices of vegeta-
bles, Serampore SDO Sahb-
hudeep Sarkar  with a task
force constituted for the pur-
pose, visited the Seoraphuli
wholesale market on Wednes-
day.

The SDO apprised himself
about the prices of green
vegetables and issued instruc-
tions to regulate the prices.

However, conflicting views
of wholesalers, retailers and
Seoraphuli Bazar committee
secretary came into light
during interrogation by the
task force in the presence of
Serampore SDO.

All sides agreed to the
fact that less rain and long
spells of heatwave have
brought down the production
of vegetables drastically. To
keep the daily demands, veg-
etables were purchased from
neighbouring states, hence
the transportation and labour
charges were added to the
basic cost price of the veg-
etables, leading to the shoot-
ing prices in the retail mar-
ket.

The secretary of Seoraphuli
Babsayi Committee, Sukalyan
Chattopadhyay, said, “I have
no hesitation in confessing
that the retailers, who are buy-
ing vegetables from the whole-
salers at a fixed price are
selling them at a premium to
customers. If a vegetable is
bought by them from the
wholesalers at Rs 20 per kg,

they are selling the com-
modity at Rs 40-50 per kg to
customers. The task force
should take steps against
such retailers, who are abnor-
mally hiking the prices of
green vegetables at their own
whim.

The Serampore SDO said,
“I have already issued strict
instructions to regulate the
prices of green vegetables,
keeping a balance with the
wholesale market prices and
retail market prices. Hence-
forth, regular monitoring of
prices will be carried on to
stop the tendency of the
retailers to jack up prices for
quick financial gains.

The task force will visit all
the markets of the sub-divi-
sion to supervise, monitor and
check the abnormal hike in
the prices of vegetables.

The customers expressed
their annoyance over the
abnormal hike in the prices
of vegetables since last one
month. They expressed great
relief at the presence of Ser-
ampore SDO and the task
force in taking initiative
towards  regulating the prices.

SER arranges buses for

passengers: Following

diversion or short termina-

tion of some of the trains

due to developmental

works at Howrah, the

South Eastern Railway

arranged three buses to

ferry from Santragachi 

to Howrah on Wednesday

night. The buses were 

provided to transport pas-

sengers of 12022 Barbil-

Howrah Jan Shatabdi

Express, 12840 MGR Chen-

nai Central-Howrah Mail,

22898 Digha-Howrah Kan-

dari Express and 

12664 Tiruchirapalli-

Howrah Express. According

to the SER, around 

700 passengers were 

carried under the 

supervision of six railway

officials  of the SER from

Santragachi to Howrah on

Wednesday night.

Actor inaugurates store:

Dream House Galleria

announced the grand

opening of its first 3,000-

square-foot flagship store

in Topsia, which was inau-

gurated by CID fame actor

Dayanand Shetty.

Salanpur-Jhajha Section

Gets 130 km/h Maximum

Speed Limit: Aiming to

enhance passenger servic-

es, Eastern Railway has

increased the speed of 27

trains in specific sections,

including the Salanpur-Jha-

jha section. The zonal rail-

way has increased the

speed of some of the mail

express trains in this sec-

tion to 143 Km. Some of

the trains running with

the increased speed in the

section include

12273/12274 HOWRAH-

NEW DELHI DURONTO

Express, 12303/12304

HOWRAH-NEW DELHI POOR-

VA Express, 12305/12306

HOWRAH-NEW DELHI RAJD-

HANI Express,

15235/15236 HOWRAH-

DARBHANGA Express,

12327/12328 HOWRAH-

DEHRADUN-UPASANA

Express, 12331/12332

HOWRAH-JAMMU TAWI HIM-

GIRI Express, 12315/12316

KOLKATA-UDAIPUR CITY

ANANYA Express and so

on.

THUMBNAILS

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 11 JULY

Union Minister of state for
defence Sanjay Seth, empha-
sized the critical role played
by the Eastern Command in
safeguarding the nation's
borders and ensuring the
safety of its citizens.

Mr Seth was visiting Fort
William, the headquarters of
the Eastern Command today.

During his visit the min-
ister Seth laid a wreath at the
Vijay Smarak, paying homage
to the brave-hearts who made
the ultimate sacrifice in serv-
ice to the nation.

Earlier, Mr Seth was briefed
on the operational and logis-
tical aspects of the Eastern
Command and engaged with
the troops from Eastern Com-
mand. He expressed his grat-
itude and admiration for the
dedication and service of
Indian Army personnel. The
Raksha Rajya Mantri lauded

all ranks for their unwaver-
ing commitment to nation-
al security and their relent-
less efforts in maintaining
peace and stability in the
region.

The minister said, "The
dedication and profession-
alism exhibited by all ranks
of the Eastern Command are
exemplary. Your tireless efforts
and sacrifices are a testa-
ment to the strength and
resilience of our armed forces.
The nation is indebted to
you for your unwavering vig-
ilance and unflinching
courage in the face of adver-
sity." During the visit, Shri Seth
also acknowledged the chal-
lenges faced by the Eastern
Command due to the diffi-
cult terrain and weather con-
ditions. He assured the troops
that the government is com-
mitted to providing the nec-
essary support and resources
to ensure their operational
readiness and well-being.

"Your service in these
demanding conditions is not
only a duty but a profound
act of patriotism. The nation
stands behind you and is
proud of your contributions
to our collective security," he
added.

The visit concluded with
a renewed sense of motiva-
tion and encouragement
among the ranks, reaffirming
their resolve to continue serv-
ing the nation with utmost
dedication. Earlier in the day,
the minister of state for
defence also visited West
Bengal and Sikkim NCC direc-
torate. He urged the cadets
to stay committed towards
nation building as they are the
future leaders of the nation.
He was also honoured with
Joint Services Guard of Hon-
our by the army, air and naval
wing cadets. The minister
had also visited the Gun and
Shell Factory, Cossipore yes-
terday.

Calcutta HC directs preservation
of video-recording of autopsy
AGENCIES
KOLKATA, 11 JULY

The Calcutta High Court on
Thursday directed preser-
vation of the video record-
ing of the autopsy of Abu Sid-
dik Halder, a youth from
Dholahat who died in police
custody on Monday night.
On Wednesday, the family
members of the deceased
filed a petition at the single-
judge Bench of Justice Amri-
ta Sinha seeking a detailed
and independent probe in
the matter. On Thursday,
as the matter came up for
hearing, the counsel for the
state government rubbished
claims of custodial torture
and said that Halder’s death
was caused by the rise in urea
and creatinine levels in his
body. When Justice Sinha
asked for CCTV footage of
the Dholarhat Police Station,
where the alleged custodi-
al torture took place, the

counsel of the state gov-
ernment informed that the
camera had not been work-
ing for quite some time.
Thereafter, Justice Sinha
ordered the preservation of
the video recordings of the
post mortem of the victim’s
body. Halder died on July 8,
just four days after he was
released on bail by a District
Court in South 24 Parganas
District on July 4. On Thurs-
day, the victim’s family mem-
bers informed the court that
they had to pay a bribe of Rs
1.75 lakh to cops to ensure
his bail.

Police advised to be vigilant: Alapan Banerjee
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 11 JULY

Chief minister Mamata Baner-
jee’s chief adviser Alapan
Banerjee today told newsper-
sons that the police have
been advised to be more
agile and alert in view of the
incidents like Ariadaha, North
24-Parganas, which hap-
pened in 2021.

The mastermind of the
alleged incident, whose
alleged brutality had creat-
ed a considerable stir and con-
sternation among the people,
Jayanta Singh and his alleged
aides, had already been arrest-
ed and are now in police
custody, said Mr Banerjee.

“The accused was earlier
arrested five times and the
incident being shown in the
media was from 2021. The per-
son, who was allegedly being
shown in the video bearing
the brunt of the alleged bru-
tality at a club, was a male and
not a female. The fact that the
incident happened three
years ago and the circulation
of the alleged video just three
days before the bypolls was
an attempt to spread canards
and disinformation cam-

paign against the state,” the
chief adviser said.

Manoj Verma, ADG, law
and order said that people
were taking laws into their own
hands was an issue to be
worried about.

“For this, we have already
discussed with our field offi-
cers and given necessary
advice to them to deal with
such cases,” Mr Verma told
news persons at Nabanna.

In this context, chief min-
ister Mamata Banerjee, while
leaving for Mumbai today
to attend the wedding of son
of business tycoon Mukesh
Ambani told news persons at
the airport that the marathon
coverage by a section of the
news channels and circula-

tion of the video of the alleged
incident  just before the
bypolls, was an attempt by the
BJP ecosystem to mar the poll
prospects of the ruling Tri-
namul Congress in the bypolls.

Meanwhile, after the Dum
Dum MP Saugata Roy of the
ruling party, who had alleged-
ly received an anonymous call
threatening him to be shot
down, the Kamarhati MLA of
the ruling party Madan Mitra,
too received alleged threat calls
of being shot by an uniden-
tified caller on Wednesday
night and in the morning
today.

Police have already arrest-
ed at least seven persons
allegedly in connection with
the Ariadaha incident.

WBNUJS inaugurates Indian Constitution in Braille
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 11 JULY

The West Bengal National Uni-
versity of Juridical Sciences
(WBNUJS) today unveiled the
Constitution of India in Braille
version.

This event marked a historic
step towards inclusivity and
accessibility in the ecosystem
of legal education and legal pro-
fession.

Justice DY Chandrachud,
Chief Justice of India attend-
ed the meeting virtually. He
commended the initiative for
its transformative impact on
legal inclusivity and human-
ity.

Professor Nirmal Kanti
Chakrabarti, vice-chancellor

of WBNUJS said, “This is a
momentous occasion for us at
WBNUJS. The Constitution
of India in Braille will empow-
er visually impaired individ-

uals by providing them with
direct access to our nation’s fun-
damental legal document. It
is a significant step towards
ensuring that everyone, regard-

less of their physical abilities,
can understand the legislative,
executive and judicial system
of India.” Professor Chakrabar-
ti acknowledged the cooper-

ation and labour dedicated by
the principal and staff of the
Ramakrishna Mission Blind
Boys Academy, Narendrapur.

The WBNUJS had set up an
accessibility lab for the visu-
ally-impaired students in 2020.
The effort by WBNUJS is expect-
ed to set a precedent for other
institutions, encouraging them
to adopt similar measures to
ensure that legal education and
resources are accessible to all
members of the society.

It may be recalled that the
additional advocate general of
West Bengal Sadhan Gupta was
visually impaired. This Braille
system could have helped
him to read the Indian Con-
stitution, the legal experts
said.

Central admission portal gives multiple
options to students: Educator
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 11 JULY

The centralised admission
portal, under the State Coun-
cil of Higher Education has
meant an end to the trau-
ma of getting admission to
colleges.

Through this portal, stu-
dents can admit themselves
at 461 government and

Government-sponsored
higher education institutes
and 16 universities in more
than 7,000 courses, across
West Bengal, said Sandip
Banerjee, an educator asso-
ciated with the education
system in Bengal.

Through this portal stu-
dents across the country
can apply for studying at any
institute of higher education,
enrolled in the central admis-
sion portal in West Bengal.
There will be scope for
applying in 25 courses across
the state either in one col-
lege or multiple ones.

Cancellation of admission

can easily be done through
the portal. The portal has an
option for ‘upgradation’ and
admission shall take place
in higher preference.
Through the portal, on
requirement previous admis-
sion can be cancelled and
one can move to the next
higher preference. There is
also provision for adjustment
of fees; either the fees gets
adjusted according to can-
cellation and further admis-
sion or if there is anything
paid in excess, that extra
amount gets refunded.

“The portal has made
admissions a cake-walk for
the students. It facilitates
multiple-choice; it eases can-
cellation and saves both time
and money. It is hassle-free
transaction with enabling of
payment through ‘Payment
Gateway’. There is also a toll-
free number where concern
of any sort can be commu-
nicated,” said Mr Banerjee.

The centralised admis-
sion portal is one of the

first of its kind in the entire
country. It is a brilliant appli-
cation to ensure time and
space coordination. It sin-
cerely looks towards the
digitisation of the post-
modern era.

The admission to col-
leges through the centralised
portal has put an end to the
highhandedness of the col-
lege unions during admis-
sion. There have been alle-
gations of extortion by some
union members. The age-old
tradition of long queues of
students in front of colleges
seeking admission has
become a matter of the past.

Chief minister Mamata
Banerjee has said over and
again that college unions
should be engaged in organ-
izing cultural shows and the
publication of college mag-
azines and it has no business
in college admissions. She
took the initiative to set up
a centralized portal to weed
out corruption attached to
college admissions.

NMC threatens cut in MBBS
seats in govt medical colleges
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 11 JULY

The National Medical Com-
mission (NMC), the highest
body monitoring medical
education in the country,
has threatened to reduce the
number of MBBS seats in
government medical col-
leges in West Bengal in 2025
for non-payment of fines in
lakhs of rupees imposed by
the commission on these
teaching hospitals.

About two months ago, the
NMC had fined most of the
government medical col-
leges for not following the
mandatory Aadhaar enabled
biometric attendance sys-
tem (AEBAS).

In order to monitor the
attendance of teaching doc-
tors attached with state-run
medical colleges the NMC had
directed the teaching hospi-

tals across the country to
instal AEBAS and CCTV cam-
eras. The regulatory body
also found that many teach-
ing hospitals in the state are
not regularly uploading the
total number of daily surgeries
performed by doctors in
respective medical teaching
institutes.

Aggrieved with non-imple-
mentation of the mandato-
ry AEBAS and CCTVs, the
commission took drastic
action against these insti-
tutes. It fined NRS Medical Col-
lege Hospital Rs 24 lakh,

Medical College Hospital Rs
20 lakh, SSKM Hospital Rs 18
lakh and Sagar Dutta State
General Hospital and College
of Medicine Rs 12 lakh.

But none of these col-
leges paid the fine and is sit-
ting idle on the NMC's dras-
tic measures, instead of mak-
ing any appeal to it request-
ing to waive off the money.

Taking up the matter seri-
ously, the commission, more
than a year ago, had stated
that despite various reminders
and requests many medical
colleges were yet to implement
the AEBAS, health manage-
ment information system
(HMIS) and CCTV connec-
tions. The commission was
prompted to take such dras-
tic initiatives to keep strong
vigilance on attendance
records of medical teachers
in teaching hospitals.
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We�re on a mission to rebuild
Andhra Pradesh: CM Naidu
�Media plays a crucial role in keeping citizens informed while holding the government accountable,� he said
AGENCIES
AMARAVATI, 11 JULY

A
ndhra Pradesh Chief
Minister,  Nara
Chandrababu
Naidu, on Thursday

said that the government
was on a mission to rebuild
the state and that it is cru-
cial to win back the confi-
dence of investors. 

A day after meeting top
officials of Bharat Petrole-
um Corporation Limited
(BPCL) and VinFast, the

Chief Minister took to X to
share his thoughts.

“We are on a mission to
rebuild Andhra Pradesh.
Given where the previous
government had left it, this
will be a humongous chal-
lenge. I require everyone's
support in this mission,
and particularly the media
which is the fourth pillar of
our democracy. Media plays
a crucial role in keeping
citizens informed while
holding the government
accountable,”  said CM

Naidu.
CM Naidu mentioned

that he had productive
meetings with BPCL and
VinFast that could result
in large scale investment and
job creation.

“This is a departure from
what occurred over the last
five years - when politics
trumped progress, corrup-
tion replaced cooperation
and destruction replaced
development. Investors had
lost confidence and left the
state, impacting the econ-
omy and employment. Now,
it is crucial that we win
back the confidence of
investors,” he claimed.

“I thank our media col-
leagues for reporting on
these meetings, spreading
hope across the state. Your
coverage has helped spread
the word about the oppor-
tunities and potential that
Andhra Pradesh has to offer,

reassuring investors that
our state is a reliable and safe
destination for investment.
I hope that we will contin-
ue to work together to make
Andhra Pradesh the No. 1
state in the country,” added
Naidu, who posted a picture
of newspaper headlines
about the meetings with
top executives of BPCL and
VinFast.

BPCL officials led by
Chairman and Managing
Director Krishna Kumar
called on the CM on Wednes-
day.

They discussed the pro-
posed establishment of an
oil  refiner y and petro-
chemical complex with an
investment of Rs.60,000 to
Rs.70,000 crore.

CM Naidu sought  a
detailed plan and feasibil-
ity report in 90 days and
assured the company that
the government would allo-
cate about 5,000 acres of land
required for this project.

VinFast CEO, Pham Sanh
Chau also called on CM
Naidu.

VinFast is a leading auto-
mobile conglomerate from
Vietnam. CM Naidu invit-
ed them to set up their EV
and battery manufactur-
ing  plant  in  Andhra  
Pradesh.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, 11 JULY

Union Minister for Heavy
Industries and Steel H D
Kumaraswamy on Thursday
ruled out privatisation of
Rashtriya Ispat Nigam Limit-
ed (RINL) or the Vizag Steel
Plant and stated that his min-
istry was working out a revival
plan for the plant and con-
vinced the Prime Minister on
the issue.

The minister arrived in
Vizag yesterday and met the
management of the VSP whose
corporate entity is RINL. Today,
he held a review meeting at the
steel plant for over three hours
and even spoke to the work-
ers.

“There is no question of pri-
vatisation. Before I announce,
the prime minister’s permis-
sion is required. I have to con-
vince him. What are all the
issues pertaining to RINL that
we had a discussion about? I

am preparing a note. I have to
gain the confidence of the
PM and how to revive the
RINL. For that we are working
out,” said Kumaraswamy, who
was accompanied by his min-
ister of state Bhupathiraju
Srinivasa Varma and TDP MP
M Bharat along with other
senior BJP leaders from AP.

Atul Bhat, the CMD of RINL
was also present on the occa-
sion along with joint secretary
of the ministry Sanjay Roy as
the Union minister reviewed
the plant’s performance.

Later, Kumaraswamy wrote
in the visitor’s book that their
responsibility was to save the
plant. He reassured the employ-
ees asking them not to worry
about closure. With the prime
minister’s blessings and sup-
port the plant will continue to
operate at 100% production
capacity and all necessary
resources will be mobilized, he
stated. Following the meeting,
BJP leaders said the Union min-

ister has sought two months
to resolve the uncertainty over
RINL’s future.  Leaders of the
workers union, who have been
protesting against the Centre’s
decision to disinvest RINL for
almost 1000 days, are seeking
the merger of the plant with
SAIL to save it. Otherwise, the
steel plant will require huge cap-
ital investment which the
NDA government is unlikely
to sanction. State AP BJP pres-
ident Daggubati Purandeswari
also wrote to Kumaraswamy
proposing the merger with
SAIL. “ I am herewith enclos-
ing a strategic proposal for the
takeover of Visakhapatnam
steel plant (RINL Vizag) and
Nagarnar Steel Plant, Chhat-
tisgarh by the Steel Authority
of India Ltd.(SAIL) aiming to
create a new powerhouse in
the Indian Steel industry, posi-
tioning it as a “jewel of India…
Additionally, the merger will
yield considerable cost savings
in interest rates and raw mate-
rials, contributing to the faster
profitability of the RINL Vizag
plant,” she wrote.

Yesterday, an adverse report
in an English daily that the NDA
Government has taken a U-turn
in its plan for RINL prompt-
ed vandalism by TDP workers
at the office of the newspaper.
YSRCP claimed it had stopped
RINL’s disinvestment while
lashing out at Chief Minister
N Chandrababu Naidu over the
news report. 

H D Kumaraswamy rules
out privatisation of RINL

Oppn walkout in
Kerala assembly over
migration of students

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, 11
JULY

The Congress-led United
Democratic Front (UDF) Oppo-
sition on Thursday staged a
walkout in the Kerala Assem-
bly to protest the govern-
ment's negative attitude
towards the worrisome outflow
of students from the state to
foreign countries and the huge
social and economic impact
it poses to the state.

The Opposition accused the
government of adopting an
ostrich-like policy towards
pressing social, educational,
economic, and political real-
ities that constrained the youth
to abandon their homeland and
aging parents for low-grade jobs
and substandard education in
far-flung countries.

Congress legislator Math-
ew Kuzhalnadan, who gave
notice to discuss the matter
through an adjournment
motion, said overseas stu-

dent migration from the state,
which was around 1.29 lakh
in 2018, has touched 2.5 lakh
in 2023, as per the Kerala
Migration Survey. He accused
successive Left governments
of sacrificing the State’s eco-
nomic interests on the altar of
utopian ideological rigidity.

The Congress legislator
lamented about the poor qual-
ity of education in the state,
stating that only a little over
1% of the admissions in IITs
were from Kerala. The success
rate of students from Kerala
in the NEET-UG entrance
exam for medical courses was
also on the decline, he point-
ed out. 

Leader of the Opposition
VD Satheesan said funds to the
tune of Rs 2,000 to 3,000 crore
were being 'siphoned off' from
the state every year on account
of student migration. He said
families are forced to cough up
Rs 35-40 lakh each to facilitate
overseas admissions for their
children.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, 
11 JULY 

The first container ship ‘San
Fernando' with around 2,000
containers reached Vizhinjam
international seaport, India's
first deepwater container
transshipment port, Thursday
morning in a major feat.

The ship, which embarked
on its voyage from Xiamen,
China reached Vizhinjam
after completing the jour-
ney in eight days. The vessel,
which reached the outer area
around 7 am on Thursday, was
welcomed with a water salute
led by the large tug Ocean Pres-
tige and smaller tug boats.The
local residents welcomed the
ship with flagpoles and wav-
ing national flags.

The container ship will
begin offloading the con-
tainers soon after berthing. The
ship will depart for Colombo
following the inaugural cer-
emony on Friday.

The inaugural ceremony
at 10 am on Friday,will be
attended by Kerala chief min-
ister Pinarayi Vijayan, union
shipping minister Sarbanand
Sonowal, Central and State
ministers, people's repre-
sentatives and other dignitaries
. Thousands of people are
expected to witness the his-
toric event.

With the opening of Vizhin-
jam International Port, a new
chapter is opening in the
development history of Ker-
ala.

The port built with a total
investment of Rs 8,867 crore,
is one of the major flagship
infrastructure projects pro-
moted by the Kerala govern-
ment with the Adani Group
through a public–private part-
nership (PPP) mode.

The port will handle 400
containers, leveraging its
state-of-the-art facilities to pro-
vide world-class services,
marking a significant mile-
stone in Vizhinjam Port's
operations.

Equipped with modern
equipment and advanced
automation and IT systems,
Vizhinjam will become India's
first semi-automated port,
expected to be fully com-
missioned in October 2024.

First container ship reaches
Vizhinjam seaport in Kerala 

TENDER

Debipur Gram Panchayat invites sealed
bids from eligible bidders for e-NIT No.:
01(e), 02(e) & 03(e) / DGP / 24, Ref
Memo No. 107, 108  & 109 / DGP / 2024,
dt. 05-07-2024 and NIT No. 04 / DGP,
Memo No. 110 / DGP / 24, Dt. 09-07-
2024 out of Fund (15th CFC  tied, untied
& 5th SFC) Period of downloading bid-
ding documents from the e-procurement
portal for NIT 01, 02 & 03.  Bid down-
loading: 08-07-2024 (10 a.m.) to 18-07-
2024 (5-00 p.m.), Bid received 18-07-
2024 (5-00 p.m.), Technical Bid opened:
22-07-2024 (2-00 p.m.). For NIT 04:
Date of sale of tender form on any work-
ing day from 09-07-2024 to 18-07-2024
(from 11-00 a.m. to 5-00 p.m.). Last date
of dropping of sealed tender form on or
before 19-07-2024 (up to 1-00 p.m.).
Date of opening of  tender: 19-07-2024
(at 4-00 p.m.). Bona fide contractors are
requested to visit: www.wbtenders.
gov.in or contact Office Notice Board.

Sd/-
Pradhan  

Debipur Gram Panchayat

�Live-in partner cannot be prosecuted for cruelty as

husband�: In a significant ruling, the Kerala High Court stated

that a woman's partner, who is not legally married, cannot

be prosecuted under Section 498A of the IPC for the offence

of cruelty.  The court on Thursday ruled this after quashing

the proceedings against the petitioner who was the live-in

partner of the complainant woman. �Thus, it appears that to

attract an offence punishable under Section 498(A) of IPC,

the most essential ingredient is, subjecting a woman to cruel-

ty by her husband or relative/relatives of the husband. �

ruled the court. 

TENDER
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T
he main accused in
the Worli hit-and-run
case, Mihir Shah had
consumed an excessive

amount of alcohol at two dif-
ferent places on the night of
the incident, said Mumbai
police sources on Thursday.

According to the Mumbai
police, "During the investiga-
tion, it was found that the
arrested accused Mihir Shah
consumed alcohol before the
incidents. He consumed alco-
hol at two different places on
the night of the incident."

"The probe revealed that
after drinking alcohol at Vice
Global Tapas Bar located in the
Juhu area, accused Mihir Shah
drank alcohol at another place
between Malad and Borivali,"
the police said.

"The interrogation with
Rajrishi Rajendra Singh
Bidawat, accused driver, also
revealed that these people
had come to visit Marine Drive
since the day of the incident
fell on a Sunday," said police.

Police said that the accused
driver Rajrishi Rajendra Singh
had taken the car from Bori-
vali to Marine Drive, but once
they reached there, Mihir had
forcefully taken the car keys
from the driver to drive the car
near Girgaon Chowpatty.

Meanwhile, earlier in the day
both accused in the Worli hit-
and-run case reportedly con-
fessed to their roles in the
crime and are in the custody
of the Mumbai police.

According to Police sources,
the main accused, Mihir Shah
and his driver Rajrishi Bidawat,
were both confronted by the
police during interrogation.

"Both accused confessed

their roles in the crime and the
police did a scene recreation
from the night of the accident.
With a similar sequence to the
actual accident night, the
scene was recreated from CJ
House Worli to Sea Link Worli,"
said police.

Earlier on Wednesday, a
Mumbai court sent Mihir Shah
to police custody until July 16.

Mihir Shah was arrested in
Virar on Tuesday. He was
brought to Sewri court in
Mumbai on Wednesday. Shah
had been absconding after
the car he was allegedly driv-
ing hit a scooter on Dr Annie
Besant Road in Worli on Sun-
day, July 7.

Fourteen teams were
formed by Mumbai police to
nab him. Police arrested Rajr-
ishi Singh Bidawat and Mihir's
father, Rajesh Shah, for their
alleged involvement in the
case.

Following the tragic incident,
the deceased woman's hus-
band, Pradeep Nakhwa, ques-
tioned the delay in the arrest
of the accused and alleged
that he dragged his wife from
Ceejay House to Sea Link
Road.

"It was due to 'politics' and
the accused would not be
arrested until the Vidhan Sabha
session ends," Nakhwa had
claimed. He also alleged that
the delay in the arrest was
because the accused was the
son of a political leader.

According to Mumbai
police, the 45-year-old victim
was a resident of Worli Koliwada.
Her husband was riding the
scooter while she was riding
the pillion. The husband also
sustained injuries in the inci-
dent.

"The couple was returning
home after buying fish when

the scooter they were riding on
was hit by the luxury car. Both
of them sustained injuries,
and the woman died during
treatment," police added.
Police also said that the luxu-
ry car belonged to a leader of
a political party based in Maha-
rashtra's Palghar.

The incident in Worli fol-
lows less than two months
after the Pune case in which
a luxury car allegedly driven
by a 17-year-old youth, who was
allegedly under the influence
of alcohol, rammed into a
motorcycle, resulting in the
deaths of two software engi-
neers in Pune's Kalyani Nagar
area in the early hours of May
19. Maharashtra Chief Minis-
ter Eknath Shinde expressed
his "alarm" at the "rise in hit-
and-run incidents" in the state
and said that he has directed
the police to take strict action
against such cases, adding
that the "guilty will not be
spared."

The Shiv Sena also removed
Rajesh Shah, the father of the
accused, from the party fol-
lowing his arrest.

Both accused in the Worli hit-and-run case reportedly confessed to their roles in the crime

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, 11 JULY

J&K Peoples’ Conference
President Sajad Lone on
Thursday asked the Central
government to “stop giving
the impression that you are
at war with your own people
in J&K”.

Lone, who earlier was a
minister in the PDP-BJP coali-
tion government from the lat-
ter’s quota, taking on the
microblogging website X,
urged the government of
India “to stop acting as indi-
viduals and start acting as an
institution”.

He emphasised the urgent
need for the restoration of
statehood and conducting
timely assembly elections in
Jammu and Kashmir. “It is
imperative that Assembly
elections are held on time. I
honestly believe that only
an administration account-
able to the people of J&K has

the right to rule and admin-
ister.”

Amidst cries of an unre-
sponsive administration
under Lt. Governor Manoj
Sinha, Lone expressed his
preference for a locally elect-
ed government, even if led by
his political rivals, asserting.
“Let my worst electoral rival
be elected. I would prefer
that government a million
times over an alien govern-
ment that falsely claims to be
a stakeholder with political
and social sanctity. They
don't and never will. A non-

resident government would
be unacceptable here or in any
part of India. Would those in
charge accept non-resident
governments in their own
states?”

“A humble appeal to the
GOI: End this pain. First
restore statehood, not out
of charity but as a matter of
right. Hold elections and
transfer power to the new gov-
ernment. Good or bad, peo-
ple will elect, and the elect-
ed will govern, just like in the
rest of the country. No gov-
ernment is perfect, and none
will ever be. Despite imper-
fections, like in other states,
let the newly elected gov-
ernment take office,” he
added in a strongly-worded
attack on the BJP-led Central
government.

Lone concluded with the
appeal: "Stop giving the
impression that you are at war
with your own people in
J&K."

Stop giving the impression of being at
�war� with people of J&K: Lone to Centre

Over 5 lakh tourists visited lighthouses in the
last 3 months, says Union minister Sonowal
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 11 JULY

Union Minister for Ports,
Shipping and Waterways Sar-
bananda Sonowal said here
on Thursday that more than
five lakh tourists visited light-
houses between April and
June.

Chairing a meeting of the
stakeholders of the lighthouse
tourism in Kerala’s Vizhin-
jam, the minister said, “More
than 500,000 tourists visited
the lighthouses between April
and June 2024, validating the
vision of transforming these
iconic maritime structures
into vibrant tourist hotspots
as envisioned by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.”

“India, with its diverse
geography, brings along
tremendous opportunities to
showcase our dynamic mix of

culture, social ethos, and his-
tory. Lighthouses, besides
acting as marine guidance
tools, are also beacons of rich
historical accounts with the
potential to transform as cen-
tres of tourism. Under the

dynamic leadership of PM
Narendra Modi, the Union gov-
ernment decided to celebrate
the lighthouses as symbols of
rich maritime heritage by
developing and promoting
them as tourist destinations,”

he said.
The minister reiterated

his Ministry’s commitment to
rejuvenate the lighthouses
to utilise their potential for eco-
nomic development and cel-
ebrate the cultural heritage of
India’s coastline.

Sonowal further said the
meeting of the stakeholders
was a step towards the trans-
formation of the Vizhinjam
lighthouse as a major tourist
destination with a unique
light and sound show.  In this
direction, a new light-and-
sound show as well as other
facilities will be developed
in Vizhinjam to attract tourists
taking into consideration all
the aspects of convenience of
the visitors, especially the
elderly and specially-abled
people, he added.

The stakeholders’ meeting
is aimed at showcasing the

unique tourism potential of
lighthouses, emphasising
their historical, cultural, and
scenic value. It seeks to fos-
ter collaboration and part-
nership among government
bodies, tourism agencies,
local communities, and pri-
vate sector stakeholders.

The event also highlight-
ed the potential economic
benefits of the lighthouses for
the local communities in the
form of increased tourism,
challenges, and barriers to the
promotion of lighthouse
tourism, and motivated stake-
holders by underscoring the
importance and impact of
their contributions.

It may be mentioned here
that earlier this year, Prime
Minister Modi dedicated 75
lighthouses with tourist facil-
ities in 10 states and Union ter-
ritories. 

Worli case: Accused consumed
alcohol on night of incident

Top brass of BSF, J&K & Punjab Police hold interstate
security review after recent terrorist attacks in Kathua
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, 11 JULY

Days after a string of attacks
by Pakistani terrorists in the
border district of Kathua and
the ongoing Amarnath pil-
grimage in Kashmir, top brass
of J&K and Punjab Police,
BSF, and intelligence agencies
held an interstate security
review meeting on Thursday
at the police lines in Kathua,
which is in the neighbourhood
of Punjab.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Jammu and Kashmir
Director General of Police
RR Swain, his Punjab coun-
terpart Gaurav Yadav, and
Special Director General of BSF,
Western Command, YB Khu-
rania, among others, to review
the security grid along the
International Border and plug
any loopholes, officials said.

Additional Director Gen-
eral of Police (Law and Order),

J&K, Vijay Kumar, ADG (Law
and Order), Punjab, Arpit
Shukla, ADGP (Jammu Zone)
Anand Jain, and Inspector
General-rank BSF officers of
Punjab and Jammu were also
present in the meeting, they
said.

Sources said that it was
decided to increase vigil along
the borders with Pakistan to
foil infiltration of terrorists.
The intelligence apparatus of
the two states has also been
geared up.

The BSF and the border
police forces of J&K and Pun-
jab have been alerted and
directed to remain vigilant
against infiltration attempts
and drone flights from Pak-
istan. There were reports that
terrorists were also infiltrat-
ing through the riverine Gur-
daspur border in Punjab,
besides the traditional routes
in the Kathua, Samba, and
Jammu districts.

Heavily armed groups of
terrorists, who were also car-
rying the sophisticated US-
made M-4 rifles, are believed
to have infiltrated through the
International Border with
Pakistan that criss-crosses
through Jammu and Punjab.

Two terrorists were recent-
ly spotted in the Pathankot area
after which an alert was
sounded in Punjab. An Army
patrol was earlier this week
ambushed by terrorists in
the Badnota village of Billawar
subdivision. Five soldiers,
including a JCO, were killed
and as many injured in the
attack.

Two heavily armed Pak-
istani terrorists were last
month gunned down on the
infiltration route in Kathua.
A CRPF jawan also lost his life
in the encounter.

Officials say the terrorists
are believed to have infil-
trated through the Interna-
tional Border and managed
to reach the dense forests of
Machedi that connect Bas-
antgarh in Udhampur and
Bhaderwah in Doda district.

The terrorists have also
used the route in the past when
terrorism was at its peak in

the area over two decades ago.
The area was cleared of ter-
rorist presence, but the revival
of terror activities has led to
serious security concerns.

More than 50 people have
so far been detained for ques-
tioning in the attack on the
Army patrol truck as a mas-
sive manhunt for the terror-
ists entered the fourth day on
Thursday.

Meanwhile, the BSF and
J&K Police’s Special Operation
Group (SOG) have launched
a special drive in the border
areas of Samba to track cross-
border tunnels, if any, through
which Pakistani agencies
push in terrorists. The SOG and
police scanned the border
areas in Samba on Thurs-
day.

The BSF had in the past
detected several such cross-
border tunnels, particularly
in the Samba and Jammu
districts.

B�desh delegation in India 
to explore transhipment
potential at East Coast Ports

Urban Naxalism: Maha govt tables
public security Bill proposing jail term
AGENCIES
MUMBAI, 11 JULY

The state government on
Thursday tabled the Maha-
rashtra Special Public Secu-
rity Bill, 2024 in the Assem-
bly to check ‘urban Naxalism.’ 

Tabled in the run up to the
Assembly election, the Bill pro-
poses more effective pre-
vention of certain unlawful
activities of individuals and
organisations and banned
48 frontal organisations.

The Bill is crafted on the
lines of the Public Security Act
passed by Chhattisgarh, Telan-
gana, Andhra Pradesh and
Odisha for effective unlawful
activities of Naxal frontal
organisations or similar bod-
ies.

The Bill was tabled by
state minister Uday Samant.

The government has said
the legislation was neces-
sary to control the unlawful
activities of frontal organi-
sations by effective legal
means as the existing laws are
ineffective and inadequate to
tackle the Naxalism menace.

“The seized literature of
Naxals shows safe houses
and urban dens of the Maoist
network in cities of Maha-
rashtra.

“The activities of Naxal
organisations or similar organ-
isations through their unit-
ed front are creating unrest
among the common people
to propagate their ideology of
armed rebellion against the
constitutional mandate and
disrupting public order in
the state,” reads the Bill.

According to the Bill,
unlawful activity means any
action which constitutes a
danger or menace to public
order, peace and tranquility
or interferes or tends to inter-
fere with maintenance of
public order or interferes or
tends to interfere with admin-
istration of law or its estab-
lished institutions and per-
sonnel.

“Further, unlawful organ-
isation means any organisa-
tion which indulges in or in

pursuance of its objects abets
or assists or gives aid or
encourages directly or indi-
rectly through any medium,
devices or otherwise, any
unlawful activity.

“If a member of an unlaw-
ful organisation takes part in
meetings or activities of any
such organisation or con-
tributes or receives or solic-
its any contribution, shall be
punished with imprisonment
for a term which may extend
to three years and shall also
be liable to fine up to Rs 3 lakh.

“Those who manage or
assist in the management of
an unlawful organisation or
promote or assist in pro-
moting a meeting of any such
organisation or any mem-
ber who indulges in any
unlawful activity shall be
punished with imprisonment
for a term which may extend
to three years and liable to fine
up to Rs 3 lakh,” it adds.

It further states that those
who commit or abet or
attempt to commit or plan to
commit any unlawful activ-
ity of such unlawful organi-
sation shall be punished with
imprisonment for a term
which may extend to seven
years and also be liable to fine
up to Rs 5 lakh.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 11 JULY

A 13-member delegation from
Bangladesh is on a six-day visit
to India to assess the possi-
bilities of transhipment of
Exim cargo of Bangladesh
through Indian ports located
on the East Coast.

The delegation, led by
Joint Secretary in the
Bangladesh Ministry of Ship-
ping S M Mostafa Kamal,
comprises representatives
from other key ministries
and ports of the neighbour-
ing country.

The delegation’s visit to
ports in Chennai, Krishnap-
atnam, Visakhapatnam,
Kolkata and Haldia - is in
line with agreed minutes of
India-Bangladesh Shipping
Secretaries Level Talks (SSLT)
held in Dhaka in December
last year.

The objective of the
Bangladeshi delegation’s visit
is to gain first-hand knowledge
of technical feasibility, com-
mercial viability and infra-
structure facilities at Indian
ports to assess their potential
for the transhipment of
Bangladeshi cargo.

Officials from the Inland
Waterways Authority of India
(IWAI), Ministry of Ports and
Shipping & Waterways, Direc-
tor General of Shipping and
Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs accom-
panied the visiting delegation.

The delegation had a fruit-
ful discussion with Chair-
men of various Indian Ports
on the East Coast viz. Chen-
nai Port Authority, Krishna-
patnam Port, Visakhapatnam
Port Authority, Kolkata Dock
under Syama Prasad Mook-
erjee Port and Haldia Dock
Complex. The delegation dis-
cussed the possibility of start-
ing river cruise services
between Dhaka and Visakha-
patnam. Director (Traffic)
IWAI A K Bansal informed the
delegates that cruise service
already exists on the IBP route
& it can further be extended
on coastal routes from
Bangladesh to Vishakhapat-
nam and other ports on the
East Coast as the MoU and Pro-
tocol to the MOU for pas-
sengers and cruise on Proto-
col and IBP route already
exists.

Assistant Director in Madhya Pradesh
government PR dept commits suicide
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, 11 JULY

An Assistant Director in the
Madhya Pradesh Public Rela-
tions Department assigned
the duty of a cabinet minis-
ter allegedly committed sui-
cide by hanging at her house
in the Saket Nagar area of
Bhopal.

According to the police,
Pooja Thapak (29) lived with
her husband Nikhil Dubey, her
one-year-old son, and her
parents-in-law. Nikhil Dubey
is a Nayab Tehsildar in the state
government, who is current-
ly on deputation in the State
Technology Department as

assistant director.
Initial police investigation

revealed marital discord
between Pooja and Nikhil.
They have been fighting with
each other regularly since
their wedding in 2022. They
came in contact with each other
before marriage and studied
together while preparing for
the State Public Service Com-
mission (PSC) examination in
Indore. The police found out
that the couple had a heated
exchange last evening before
the wife locked herself inside
her room. As she did not open
the door for long despite
repeated calls, Nikhil broke
open the door and found her

hanging from the ceiling of the
room.

He told the police that he
rushed Pooja to a hospital
where breathed her last at
around 3 am while undergo-
ing treatment.

Govindpura police station
Inspector Avdhesh Tomar said
the police are investigating the
case from all angles. As no sui-
cide note was found at the spot,
they are scanning Pooja’s
mobile details and laptop
entries for leads.

Sources said Pooja had
lodged a complaint against
Nikhil in the past and had left
home to live with her parents
in Gwalior for about six months.

Ten pvt schools ordered to refund `64.59 cr extra fees in MP:

The District Administration of Jabalpur district in Madhya

Pradesh has penalised 10 schools in Jabalpur and ordered them

to refund nearly Rs 64.59 cr to parents of more than 81,000

students, which the schools had collected from them after hik-

ing fees without permission from any authority. According to

officials, the district level committee set up under provisions

of the MP Niji Vidyalaya Adhiniyam, had examined the accounts

of the 10 schools & found them charging extra fees.
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The traumatic episode of
emergency must act as a
reminder of the respon-
sibility of democratic

institutions in always safeguard-
ing the freedoms and rights of
citizens. On 25 June 1975, Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi advised
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, the then
President of India to declare a
state of National Emergency un-
der Article 352 of the Indian
Constitution. This marked the
beginning of a 21-month period
that remains one of the most
controversial and dark chapters
in the post-independence polit-
ical history of India.

The suspension of civil lib-
erties and free speech, the arbi-
trariness in government actions,
and the indiscriminate arrests of
opposition leaders and dissen-
ters under draconian preventive
detention laws, among other
measures, continue to haunt us
even today. 

The 1975-77 Emergency
also witnessed embattled amen-
dments which dented the spirit
of constitutionalism. Citizenry
expected the apex court to inter-
vene during this dark time but it
instead capitulated to Indira
Gandhi's autocratic tendencies. 

The court in A.D.M. Jabal-
pur v. Shivakant Shukla (AIR
1976 SC 1207) a severely criti-
cized case, held that certain fun-
damental rights, including the
right to liberty, did not survive
the executive's proclamation of
emergency.  That decision only
served to erode further the apex
court's esteem.

Taking lessons from this
hostile experience, the newly
constituted Parliament on 30
April 1979 in exercise of its
power under Article 368 of the
Constitution passed the 44th
Amendment. 

The amendment was a ma-
jor constitutional overhaul, pas-
sed by the Janata Party govern-
ment to undo the regressive co-
nstitutional changes made dur-
ing the Emergency of 1975–77
through the 42nd Amendment
and to bring in safeguards
against similar abuses of power
by future governments. 

The amendment restored
the original position by ensur-
ing that rights under Article 21
could not be suspended even

during an Emergency.
Given the mass detentions

of opposition leaders during the
emergency, significant safe-
guards were added to Article 22
of the Constitution to tackle the
evil of preventive detention
(Section 3 of the Constitution
44th Amendment Act, 1978). 

The vital features of the said
section were: first, period of
detention under any preventive
detention act was reduced from
three months to two months;
second, the advisory board must
give its opinion for extension of
detention period beyond two
months before the expiry of
two months; and third, the com-
position of the ad-
visory board was
specified so as to
ensure the rule of
law for the detenu
in actual practice,
so that justice is
not only done but
seen to be done in
case of preventive
detention. 

The Board co-
nsists of a service
judge of the appro-
priate High Court
as the Chairman
and two retired or
serving High Court
judges as mem-
bers.   

However, Section 1(2) pro-
vided that the provisions of the
Constitution 44th Amendment
Act 1978 shall come into force
on such date as the Central
Government may by notification
in the official gazette provide
and different dates may be
appointed for different provi-
sions of this Act. 

Parliament conferred on the
Union Government the discre-
tion as to when it would bring
the amendment into force by
notification. 

All the constitutional chan-
ges brought through the 44th
Amendment were enforced by
the then Janata Party govern-
ment except the one that deals
with improving and humanizing
the preventive detention frame-
work under the Constitution
(Sections 1(2) and 3 of the am-
endment).

Two years later, Indira Gan-
dhi once again returned to pow-

er and enacted a new preventive
detention law i.e. the National
Security Act (NSA), 1980 which
remains in effect till present.  

The NSA authorizes the
central government and the
state governments to utilize pre-
ventive detention in certain
cases. The central and state gov-
ernments, as well as district
magistrates and police commis-
sioners, are empowered to det-
ain any individual “with a view
to preventing him from acting in
any manner prejudicial to” vari-
ous state objectives including
national security and public
order (section 3(1) (a).  

Any detention made under
NSA has to be re-
ferred to an Ad-
visory Board with-
in three weeks
from the date of
detention (section
10).  The board has
to submit its re-
port within seven
weeks from the
date of detention. 

The Advisory
Board is constitut-
ed by Judges of the
High Court or per-
sons qualified to
be appointed as
the judge of the
High Court. But

the person detained does not
have the right to be legally rep-
resented. 

Sometimes when govern-
ments fail, people get hope from
the judiciary, especially the
Supreme Court which has been
entrusted with the guardianship
of civil liberties in India. 

The post-Emergency peri-
od saw serious efforts by the
Supreme Court to recapture its
legitimacy which was eroded
during the emergency. 

In the Maneka Gandhi case
(AIR 1978 SC 597) the Supreme
Court sturdily echoed that Arti-
cles 14, 19 and 21 will offer a
composite test for any legisla-
tion or executive action rather
than examining it in silos. 

It also enthusiastically sup-
planted “procedure established
by law” in Article 21, with “due
process” despite the extensive
debates in the Constituent Asse-
mbly pointing to the contrary.
Yet, the attitude of the Supreme

Court with respect to the pre-
ventive detention law did not
change.

In this context, the SC got
an opportunity to examine the
constitutional validity of the
National Security Act in A.K. Roy
v. Union of India (AIR 1982 SC
710).  The court not only entirely
upheld the validity of the NSA
but also declined to ask the gov-
ernment to implement the
amendments made in Article 22
(4) to (7) by 44th Constitutional
Amendment Act. 

However, in their dissenting
note, Justices A.C. Gupta and
V.D. Tulzapurkar reasoned that
Parliament only gave the execu-
tive limited discretion to notify
the provision within a “reason-
able” time frame. 

They also observed that the
executive clearly was in a posi-
tion to implement the amend-
ment as a preventive detention
law with similar safeguards
had been passed initially, but
these safeguards were removed
from subsequent iterations of
the law.

Even the majority in A.K.
Roy observed that “Parliament
could not have intended that the
central government may exer-
cise a kind of veto over its con-
stituent will by not ever bring-
ing the Amendment or some of
its provisions into force.” Forty-
six years later, one wonders
whether successive central gov-
ernments have indeed effective-
ly vetoed Parliament. 

Since all other amendments
of the various Acts under the
same Constitution Amendment
Act, 1978 have already been
notified by the Government of
India, this is nothing but hostile
discrimination as far as personal
liberty of a person detained
under any preventive detention
law is concerned. It is a fraud on
the constitution.

If the government of the
day that rejoices 25th June as a
black day every year is truly
committed to undo the damages
of the Emergency and not repeat
its grave errors, it must notify
the amendments made in
Article 22 (4) to (7) by 44th Con-
stitutional Amendment Act
which are intrinsically related
to the personal liberty of a
citizen.

At the invitation of Premier Li
Qiang, Bangladeshi Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina is paying
an official visit to China from

Monday to Wednesday. This is Sheikh
Hasina's fifth visit to China and her
first in five years.

This visit is of historic significance,
as it will enable the two sides to build
on the past achievements and forge
bilateral relations in the future. During
the visit, Sheikh Hasina will hold meet-
ings with and call on Chinese leaders.
The visit, therefore, will inject vibrant
impetus into bilateral relations and
cooperation in various fields, and help
make new achievements in the China-
Bangladesh strategic partnership of
cooperation and elevate bilateral ties
to new heights.

A modern town built by a Chinese
company on a plot of barren land in
Khulna, Bangladesh, aims to provide
support for a large power plant. [Photo
by Ma Rui/For chinadaily.com.cn]

The friendship between China
and Bangladesh was founded and nur-
tured by the older generation of leaders
of both countries. In the 49 years since
the establishment of diplomatic ties,
China and Bangladesh have always
respected and treated each other as
equals, pursued mutual benefit and
win-win results, supported each other
on issues concerning each other's core
interests, and worked together on the
path to realizing their respective devel-
opment and revitalization, thus setting

a shining example of friendly coexis-
tence and win-win cooperation.

The amicable cooperation betw-
een China and Bangladesh exhibits
strong vitality, dynamism, and growth
potential, is not targeted at any third
party, and is welcomed and supported
by people of both countries, contribut-
ing to regional and international peace
and stability, as well as fostering devel-
opment and prosperity.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has
reiterated that China is Bangladesh's
most trustworthy development part-
ner and most reliable friend. This is the
most vivid portrayal of the relationship
between the two countries.

Since the establishment of diplo-
matic relations 49 years ago, China and
Bangladesh have made remarkable
achievements in their respective na-
tional construction, economic devel-
opment and modernization drive.
China has become the world's second-
largest economy, won the biggest
poverty-alleviation battle in history,
built a moderately prosperous society
in all respects on schedule, and
advanced the great cause of building
China into a strong country and achie-
ving national rejuvenation through
Chinese modernization.

Bangladesh seeks to be self-reliant
in feeding nearly 180 million Bangla-
deshi people, and to maintain long-
term political stability and realize rapid
economic development. The country's
average annual GDP growth rate in the
past decade has exceeded 6 percent,
and its GDP is more than $450 billion
and per capita GDP nearly $2,800 Its
economic strength has risen to the sec-
ond place in South Asia. Bangladesh
has transformed from one of the poor-
est countries into one of the fastest
growing economies in the world, lead-
ing South Asian countries in terms of
life expectancy, literacy, and female
labor force participation rate, perform-
ing what is popularly called the "Bay
of Bengal Miracle" and becoming one
of the leaders in the Global South.
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Balanced Diplomacy

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s interaction with
Russian President Vladimir Putin has captured glo-
bal attention, underscoring the complexities of in-

ternational diplomacy in times of conflict. Mr Modi’s em-
otive reference to the tragic deaths of children in Ukr-
aine, occurring during his visit to Moscow, reveals a sign-
ificant and nuanced stance from India, balancing its str-
ategic interests with a moral appeal for peace. Mr Modi’s
remarks are striking, not only because of their timing but
also due to the context in which they were made. By ex-
pressing deep sorrow over the deaths of innocent chil-
dren, the Prime Minister delivered an implicit rebuke to
Mr Putin, a rare move for a leader of a nation that Russia
considers a friend. This moment highlights the intricate
dance of diplomacy, where words are carefully chosen
to convey a message without severing ties. India’s rela-
tionship with Russia is a testament to the enduring com-
plexities of geopolitics. Historically, India has maintained
a neutral stance, refraining from condemning Russia’s
actions in Ukraine and opting instead to leverage oppor-
tunities like discounted oil amid Western sanctions on
Moscow. This pragmatism has drawn criticism, particu-
larly from Western nations, yet it reflects India’s strategic
calculations to secure its energy needs and bolster its
economy. However, Mr Modi’s recent comments signify a
subtle yet important shift. By articulating his sorrow over
the loss of innocent lives, Prime Minister Modi aligned
himself with the global humanitarian discourse, subtly
reminding Russia of the broader human costs of its ac-
tions. This move not only aims to project India as a cred-
ible mediator but also seeks to restore the international
community’s faith in India’s commitment to peace and
the principles of the United Nations.

For Russia, the deepening ties with India are crucial
as it faces increasing isolation from the West. The em-
phasis on economic collaboration, from nuclear energy
to space exploration, underscores Russia’s strategic pivot
towards Asia, seeking reliable partners to mitigate the
impacts of Western sanctions. Mr Modi’s visit, thus, serv-
es as a reaffirmation of this partnership, even as it intro-
duces an element of moral scrutiny. The broader impli-
cations of Mr Modi’s remarks are significant. They high-
light the potential role India could play in mediating the
Ukraine conflict. As a major global player with longstan-
ding ties to both Russia and the West, India is uniquely
positioned to advocate for peaceful resolutions. Mr
Modi’s statement, suggesting that solutions cannot be
found on the battlefield, but only through dialogue, rein-
forces this potential. Moreover, the timing of Mr Modi’s
remarks, juxtaposed with his visible camaraderie with
Mr Putin, adds a layer of diplomatic sensitivity. It sends a
message that while India values its partnership with Rus-
sia, it does not condone actions that result in the loss of
innocent lives. This delicate balance of affirming strategic
ties while advocating for humanitarian considerations is
a hallmark of nuanced diplomacy. This nuanced stance
not only reaffirms India’s moral position but also
enhances its credibility on the global stage.

Jobs Illusion

India’s employment data presents a rosy picture at first
glance, with substantial growth reported year on year.
However, a deeper dive into these numbers reveals a

more complex and troubling scenario. The distinction
between employment and meaningful employment is
critical, and it is here that India faces a significant challe-
nge. Much of the reported job growth stems from self-
employment, unpaid family labour, and temporary agri-
cultural work. These roles, while technically counting as
employment, do not provide the stability, income, or ben-
efits associated with formal sector jobs. This discrepancy
raises questions about the real health of the Indian labour
market and the effectiveness of current employment poli-
cies. Self-employment and unpaid family work on farms
or home-based production often signify a lack of better
opportunities rather than a genuine choice. Many people
turn to these options out of necessity. In rural areas, whe-
re formal job opportunities are scarce, families rely on ag-
riculture and other informal sectors to make ends meet.
This kind of employment does not foster economic secu-
rity or upward mobility. Instead, it perpetuates a cycle of
poverty and uncertainty. The surge in agricultural emplo-
yment is particularly concerning. Despite India’s progress
in various sectors, the economy remains heavily reliant
on agriculture, which employs a large portion of the wor-
kforce but contributes a shrinking share to the GDP. This
reliance on agriculture indicates regression rather than
progress. Moving workers from agriculture to more pro-
ductive and lucrative sectors is a key development goal
that India is struggling to achieve. The quality of jobs is
another crucial aspect. Formal jobs with regular wages
and benefits are essential for economic stability and
growth. They ensure workers have a steady income, ac-
cess to healthcare, and other social protections. Unfortu-
nately, only a small fraction of the Indian workforce enj-
oys these benefits. The majority are left to navigate the
uncertainties of informal employment, which offers little
in terms of job security or future prospects. Economic
indicators further underscore the problem. Despite rep-
orted employment growth, consumption remains weak.
This discrepancy suggests that the new jobs being creat-
ed are not generating sufficient income to drive spending.
For an economy to thrive, job growth must translate into
increased consumption, which fuels demand and stimu-
lates further economic activity. The current situation in
India, where consumption growth lags behind GDP gro-
wth, highlights the disconnect between employment sta-
tistics and economic reality. The government’s ambitious
promises of job creation have not fully materialised, lead-
ing to growing discontent among the population. Invest-
ment in infrastructure, pharmaceuticals, and green ener-
gy sectors, as outlined in political manifestos, is essential.
However, these investments must translate into quality
jobs that provide stable incomes and improve living stan-
dards. Without this focus, employment growth figures
will continue to mask deeper economic issues. India’s
employment challenge requires a multifaceted approach.
Policymakers must prioritise the creation of formal sector
jobs, invest in education and skills training to prepare
the workforce for future opportunities, and ensure that
economic growth benefits all segments of society.

Unfinished business
Vol. CXXXXXVIII  164

If the government of the day that rejoices 25th June as a black day every year is
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SIR, The tragic Hathras stampede
during a religious congregation
that claimed over a hundred lives
and left several injured has once
again caused serious nationwide
concern about public safety as
noted in your editorial, “Tragedy
in Hathras”, 4 July.

The mayhem has also brou-
ght the role of the political execu-
tive, the bureaucracy and the or-
ganisers who violated the Nation-
al Disaster Management Authori-
ty (NDMA)’s guidelines on man-
aging crowds at events and ven-
ues of mass gatherings under a
scanner and raised questions that
need solid answers.

Why did the local adminis-
tration allow the gathering of
devotees beyond the permissible
limit on the basis of false infor-
mation? Why wasn’t spot inspec-
tion about the security arrange-
ment carried out? Why was the
police arrangement inadequate? 

Why didn’t the organisers
seek police help in managing the
streaming crowd? How dare the
volunteers refuse to cooperate

with the police in traffic control
and obstruct them from discharg-
ing duties? Why did Bhole Baba’s
personal security men frantically
push and shove the attendees,
triggering the stampede? Was
there a conspiracy? Why was the
self-styled godman not named in
the FIR? Did he enjoy any political
patronage?  

The UP government should
hold those responsible for crimi-
nal lapse accountable, including
the spiritual guru, and ensure
speedy justice and adequate ex-
gratia to the victims and their dis-
traught families.

It is imperative to check the
menace of fake ‘dera’ culture
flourishing in the country.

Yours, etc.,  D S Kang, 
Hoshiarpur, 8 July. 

FM'S CHALLENGE
SIR, After a stormy Lok Sabha ses-
sion, the date for the budget ses-
sion has been announced. Tele-
com companies like Jio and Bhar-
ti Airtel have already increased

their tariffs. The focus now is on
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman who could give some
respite to the common man by
reducing the price of essential
commodities.

It seems strange that before
she could address these genuine
issues, coalition partners of the

BJP, Bihar chief minister Nitish
Kumar and Andhra Pradesh
chief minister Chandrababu
Naidu have demanded special
grants of Rs 50,000 crore each
for their states.

Over the last ten years, the
better days had never come for
the people of this country, despite

the BJP having a majority. Can
Mrs Sitaraman who is heading the
finance ministry for the third
time, bring in radical changes and
reforms or will she surrender to
the wishes of coalition partners? 

Yours, etc., 
Janga Bahadur Sunuwar,

Bagrakote, 9 July.

Dera  culture
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

YOGESH
PRATAP SINGH

The writer is Professor of Law
and Vice-Chancellor, National
Law University, Tripura. The

views expressed are personal

China, Bangladesh
always cooperate
toward a better
future

ROCKY FUTURE

SIR, Please refer to today’s report “Initiate action against wrong beneficiaries: SC”. The way ahead for
24 lakh medical aspirants looks rocky. Deliberations on entrance test NEET’s question paper leak are
slipping into a maze. The  Supreme Court said that a retest is an “extreme last resort” ~ only in play if
leaks were “systemic” and compromised the entire test, and if it was not possible to identify how
many, and who, benefitted from the breach. Nodal test agency NTA says the breach isn’t systemic,
didn’t compromise the test at the all-India level, and was limited to the centres of Godhra and Patna.
Its claims are curious. 

In today’s always-online world, it’s near-naive to imagine that question papers would be confined
to geographical origins of the leak. The scary part is that weeks after revelations of the breach, the only
“solution” on the table is a retest, which is a non-starter. Measures taken so far have been drops in the
ocean of overhaul required. 

Ninety-three candidates have been debarred, and an SC-directed re-test was conducted to cor-
rect NTA’s very own grace-marks fiddle. In the uncertainty, counselling, the next step of allotting col-
leges, has been indefinitely delayed. 

That means 13 lakh candidates who qualified have been left high and dry. The academic calen-
dar indefinitely delayed, it’s clear that NEET, introduced as a reform, has plunged medical education
into chaos. What is unfolding this year with NEET-UG ~ there’s no end in sight for students’ anxiety ~
is making it more than evident that centralisation of tests can derail an entire academic year, and
future of students. That conversation must also be renewed.

Yours, etc., Khokan Das, Kolkata, 10 July.



C M Y K

A PROBLEM of common interest to
both Britain and India is that of re-vivify-
ing the social life of the villages. One
interesting example of what may be done
for this purpose is afforded by the work of
a local society at Devanandapur which
held its annual meeting the other day.
Amongst the topics referred to in the sec-
retary's report were those of a village
library, educational work, and voluntary
labour in the clearing of jungle, the of
rural life by the exercise of self- help
needs no argument; and progressive
effort of this kind directed to practical
objects of benefit to a village community
is well worth noting.

ALIPORE COURTS

BALLYGUNGE
KIDNAPPING SCARE
(BEFORE KHARI SAHEB ABDUL GUFFER, POLICE
MAGISTRATE, ALIPORE.)

THE case in which Tafzal Hussain
and 41 other Mahomedans and
Moochees of Gorasthan Kuraya were
charged under sections 302, 147 and 149
I. P. C. for having committed riot and
thereby caused the deaths of six Punjabis
was resumed yesterday.

Mr. N. N. Bannerjee, public prosecu-
tor, examined nine witnesses including
Mrs. Graham and Mr. Riquette of New
Theatre Road who deposed to the occur-
ernce but could not identify any of the
accused. Out of the other witnesses there
was a Punjabi boy of 15 years who identi-
fied 28 accused and two other witnesses
could not identify any of the accused.

Mr. M. Ashroof Ali, counsel, with
Moulvi Golam Ahamed, Mr. F. Dibilna,
Hursonath Bannerjee, Charoo Chandra
Basu, Samatul Krishna Sinha, Jaminipatti
Ray, Tarak Das Basu and Bhabendra
Chandra Pal appeared for the defence.

ARMS AND COCAINE
SMUGGLER

SMART ARREST IN
PRINCEP STREET

A SMART arrest of a cocaine and
arms smuggler was made on Friday
evening in Princep Street.

A few days ago, Brindaban Lalla, an
up-country man residing at 53,
Sikhdarpara Street, approached sub-
inspector M. Maniruddin Ahmed of the
Excise Department with a proposal that
he would plant some quantity of cocaine
and a revolver in the house of an adver-
sary of his and that the sub-inspector
should arrest him (the adversary).

The sub-inspector, pretending agree-
ment to the proposal, asked the man to
produce the articles for his personal
examination and in the meantime made
arrangements with the police for the
detection of the case.

According to the appointment with
the sub-inspector, the man turned up at
the Excise Barracks in Princep Street on
Friday evening in a gharry, and when he
was showing the things to the subinspec-
tor, the police officers and Excise Inspec-
tor Chatterji pounced upon and arrest
him.

A five-chambered revolver, 20 rounds
of ammunition and 360 grains of cocaine
were found in his possession.

SMALL CAUSES COURT

CLAIM AGAINST
SECRETARY OF
STATE
(BEFORE MR. J. C. UNPIN.)

THE suit of Messrs. Sadiram Kheali-
ram against the Secretary of State for
India (E. B. Ry.) came up for final dis-
posal.

The plainti f fs  Messrs.  Sadiram
Khealiram sought to recover from the
defendants Rs. 1,557-11-0 being the
value of a bale which they alleged was
made over to the Railway Company for
despatch to Darjeeling on November 3,
1920.

The plaintiffs sent to the Sealdah
station seven bales of piece goods for
despatch to Darjeeling to four different
consignees. Six bales duly arrived at the
destination and were delivered by the
railway but they did not deliver one
bale. In this suit the plaintiffs were seek-
ing for the value of this bale including
interest, profit etc.

The defendant company denied
receipt of the bale and contended that
even if it were proved that the bale was
delivered to the Railway Administration
and accepted by them for despatch the
claim was barred by the Law of Limita-
tion as the case had been instituted long
after one year from the time when deliv-
ery ought to have been given.

It transpired in evidence that one
Ram Karan a durwan generally took
goods on plaintiffs' behalf to the railway
shed for despatch. As he was dead the
plaintiffs brought one of their gomas-
thas to speak from memory as to what
happened in 1920.
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100 YEARS AGO

NEWS ITEMS

OCCASIONAL NOTE

ACROSS

1 Chemical compound by

reactor had decayed 

(12)

10 Heaney�s work bedevilled

initially by recurrent

influenza misery 

(7)

11 Mocking male teacher in

charge nursing a

temperature (7)

12 Alfred the Unsure? 

(5)

13 Singer Buddy regularly

sampled by T-Rex star 

(3,5)

15 Forgot Ed Balls appearance

having priority 

(10)

16 10 perhaps, a constant in

The City (4)

18 Catch sight of English agent

(4)

20 Called at Rome on the way

back, having a sandwich of

sausage (10)

22 Small firm working to

contain inflation measure �

it could be deadly (8)

24 Partially decrease Liberal

support for the arts? 

(5)

26 Frozen marijuana drink 

(4,3)

27 Ms Zadora breaking end off

musical Irish family�s
instrument (7)

28 Gasbag Sepp runs off

carrying that lady�s winter

sports gear (12)

DOWN

2 American wily-sounding

character short of oxygen

acquiring large fan 

(7)

3 Some nonsense about Brand

taking a line in the capital

(8)

4 Leaders of House admit

frankly Trump�s a bit of a

tool (4)

5 Fraud as Rishi � according to

some � admits trafficking

stone 

(10)

6 Played detective about to

flip (5)

7 Wyatt touring Florida in

headwarmer (7)

8 Left Marie Celeste? 

(9,4)

9 One climbing Snowdon

circles in a weird manner

(6,7)

14 He recommends a tiny

sample of the oompah

remix (not loud) 

(10)

17 Lidl steak unfortunately

emitting sulphur gas 

(4,4)

19 Saw dog biting lead 

(7)

21 React angrily to the French

call of aggression? 

(4,3)

23 Bread? It�s mine, thanks 

(5)

25 Box Snoop�s debut rap

collection (4)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13

14

15 16

17

18 19 20 21

22 23 24

25

26 27

28

CROSSWORD

W I N T E R P A L A C E
A A M G A L H V
Y O U V E G O T M E T H E R E
O G E S O I A N
U S H E R P Y R A M I D A L
T T E A E O Y

E Y E F U L L E T O F F
N I E O

P I E R C E C O R O N A
F N E N L E H
I T E R A T I V E P A S T E
N T L G R L T R
A N I M A L M A G N E T I S M
L E R A Y A M I
S E S A M E S T R E E T

YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION

NO-292841

BASAB DASGUPTA

T
he world is getting ready for
the 2024 Olympic Games in
Paris which starts later this
month. As a young boy grow-

ing up in post-independence India, I
had a sincere wish to see my country
gain prominence on the world stage
and to see Indian athletes succeed in
international sports.  

The 1960 Rome Olympics was the
first Olympics I followed closely.
Milkha Singh, who was the favourite
to win a medal in the 400 m race, and
the Indian hockey team that had com-
pletely dominated in earlier Olympics,
were my idols.  

Unfortunately, Milkha came in
fourth and the Indian hockey team
was defeated by Pakistan in the finals.
The exercise of rooting for India in the
Olympics then became a source of
utter frustration. India had won only
one medal in each Olympic until 2008
except the years 1900 and 1952 when
she won two. India won three medals
in 2008, six in 2012, two in 2016 and
seven in the 2021 games in Tokyo.

I also followed Indian players in
tennis and soccer. Ramanathan Krish-
nan was a world-class tennis star who
made it to the Wimbledon semi-final
two years in a row, in 1960 and 1961,
but no other player from India made it
to the singles semi of a major tourna-
ment. India performed well in soccer
in the Asian Games of 1962, winning
the gold medal and qualified to play in
the 1960 Olympics. The Olympic team
won one match and tied another. That
was the extent of their success.  India
never even qualified to play in the
Olympics again and has once won a
bronze medal in the Asian games.

My father took me with him to
watch the third cricket Test between
India and the West Indies during the
1958-59 series at the Eden Gardens.
Unfortunately, the performance of
Indian players in cricket was no dif-
ferent from that in other sports. What
we watched could only be called a
total annihilation of the Indian team.
India lost by an innings and 336 runs. 

I was nonetheless fascinated by
the game. It was called a gentleman's
game. It was played during winter
with crisp weather and pleasantly
warm sunshine. There was no physi-
cal struggle or sweating involved. No
one was in a hurry. There were plenty
of breaks including time for lunch, tea
and drinks. The whole environment
was peaceful. 

I went to see Test matches when-
ever my father managed to get tick-
ets. However, my career as a cricket
fan was as frustrating as following
India’s performance in other sports.
India never won any Test series while I
was keeping score and never won a
Test in a foreign country except New
Zealand until that time.

There was a dramatic change in
the evolution of Indian cricket though.
In 1971 (ironically only a few months
after I came to the USA) India won for
the first time on English soil. That vic-
tory was a watershed moment. India
became a different team afterwards.
A new hero emerged during the pre-
ceding West Indian tour – Sunil
Gavaskar. Scoring a test century was
like a walk in the park for him!

I kept track of all the changes tak-
ing place in the game: use of helmets
by batsmen, colourful outfits with
logos of sponsoring companies, intro-
duction of one-day cricket, increase
in the number of Test matches and
other tournaments, and emergence of
new countries in the arena. 

India gradually became a domi-
nant force in the game with hundreds
of millions of cheering fans. The suc-
cess of Gavaskar was followed by that
of Sachin Tendulkar who became an
embodiment of the game itself. He
broke almost all batting records includ-
ing the number of Test centuries and
number of runs in test cricket. 

Many other players, including
Kapil Dev, M S Dhoni and Virat Kohli
have gained international fame. Pop-
ularity of cricket in India has a positive
spiralling effect; it generates profit
which in turn leads to investments in
developing better players who
enhance the performance of the team

even more. The victory in the 2024 T20
World Cup is the latest testament to
that success story.

The contrast between excellence
of India in cricket and poor perform-
ance in other sports is striking. Unlike
cricket, India’s performance in other
sports has not improved much over
my lifetime.

What are the reasons? Is financial
investment the answer? There is no
question that the game of cricket has
become a big business in India with
plenty of opportunities for the team-
owners to make profit; a portion of
that profit is fed back to recruit and
groom new players. 

In Western countries, especially
in the USA, the athletes in most sports
are developed in college programmes.
The cost of maintaining such pro-
grammes is huge and includes mega
annual salaries of successful coaches,
travel expenses and construction of
infrastructure. India understandably
does not have expensive college ath-
letic programmes to train students in
various sports. For the government it
is not a high priority to develop world-
class athletes when there are dozens
of much more pressing needs in
improving the economy, education,
housing, infrastructure etc. The pri-
vate sector probably does not see
opportunities for return on invest-
ment in most sports. Can such invest-
ment improve performances of Indian
players in sports like tennis, swim-
ming and soccer if not track and field
events?

I would like to argue that the
answer is “no”! There might be a
more subtle reason for our superiori-
ty in cricket. Indian athletes have
probably performed poorly in the
Olympics and other sports simply
because of their fundamental inade-
quacies in physical strength and per-
severance compared to athletes from
other countries. The reason may be
related to genetics, nutrition and cli-
mate and it is doubtful that a huge
amount of financial investment
would bring them on par with West-
ern and some Asian athletes.

Cricket is different. It is not a
game of physical strength. It is a game
of art. For a batsman all the strokes –
late cuts, glances, hooks, square drives
and so on – are results of very delicate
movements of the wrists and arms as
opposed to brute force. The idea is to
change the trajectory of the ball with
minimum physical effort. Same is true
for bowlers. The way a bowler deliv-
ers a ball by moving his arm over his
head and holding the seam in various
ways has a complex effect on the
movement of the ball after it leaves
his hand. Such artful skill and finesse
combined with a leisurely environ-
ment are perfectly suited to the Indian
temperament.

This may be what the Indians
have mastered, and why they excel
over other teams with stronger play-
ers. The 1950s and 60s were just the
time needed to develop these skills to

the fullest. Indian players are per-
forming very well in the game of bad-
minton but not in tennis, again
because tennis requires physical
strength, but badminton involves
more delicate movements. 

It is the same tactful movement
of wrists and arms that allowed India
to be on top of the world in field hock-
ey for many years, but then other
countries caught up on this art. Same
thing can happen in cricket too.  How-
ever, the sports powerhouses in the
world seem to have little interest in
cricket and India's dominance in
cricket is likely to continue.

In any event, I will forget the past
disappointments and again root for
Indian athletes in Paris and hope that
India’s medal count reaches double
digits.

(The writer, a physicist who worked in industry
and academia, is a Bengali settled in America.)

AISHA KHAN

C
limate change is now globally
recognised as an existential
threat to the planet and all life
systems. Diplomacy has been

used as a tool for centuries to address
geopolitical issues and resolve con-
tentious matters through negotiated
agreements.

In today’s world and the current
global scenario, the overarching threat
of climate change makes climate and
diplomacy inseparable. The use of one
to step up action in the other has
played a critical role in moving the
needle on climate change from its
inception at the Earth Summit in Rio
(1992) to the Paris Agreement (2015)
that finally succeeded in getting 196
countries to agree on an ‘Agenda of
Solutions’.

As we move forward into
uncharted territory, it is more impor-
tant than ever before to forge mutual-
ly beneficial alliances to preserve
nature and invest in sustainable
development so that people and
nature can thrive in tandem. To this
end, the Conference of Parties is held
annually to reach agreement on con-
tentious issues within the Paris Agree-
ment on the way forward. Diplomacy
is in full swing at these meetings and
country delegates from their respec-

tive foreign offices play an important
role at these multilateral dialogues.

However, while recognising the
necessity of multilateralism, it is
equally important to acknowledge the
need for strengthening bilateral coop-
eration that can promote dialogue
and confidence, thereby contributing
to regional stability. Cooperative and
coordinated mechanisms are an
investment in future peace and crisis
management between and among
countries that live in close proximity
and are connected by land, air and
water. The benefits of an integrated
approach include reducing future
risks, improving productivity of

resources and people, boosting inno-
vation by seeking solutions to new
challenges, increasing environmental
benefits and improving ecosystems.

South Asia is a complex and
dynamic ecosystem with climate hot
spots, high mountains, large glaciated
areas and a vast coastal belt. It is also
the least integrated region in the
world with a population of approxi-
mately two billion and a large youth
cohort. The geography and topogra-
phy of the region makes each coun-
try an upper or lower riparian that
derives its waters from the same
mountain source. The type of climate-
induced disasters and the coping

capacity of people also have similari-
ties that go beyond economic indica-
tors to sharing social norms and tradi-
tional practices, especially with regard
to gender, access and opportunity.

Air pollution is a trans-boundary
issue and a common concern that is
rapidly eroding the environmental
integrity of urban centres and putting
glaciated areas under threat causing
damage to human health and acceler-
ating the melting of glaciers. All of the
above make a compelling case for col-
laboration.

Under a rapidly warming world
with high humanitarian stakes, it is
time for countries in South Asia to pri-
oritise policies based on the urgency
of the crisis and plan accordingly. Cli-
mate diplomacy is the best tool for re-
evaluating and recalibrating relation-
ship dynamics taking into account the
scope of the climate threat, its impact
on communities and the capacity of
states to manage it on a stand-alone
basis. Given the interconnectedness
of the landmass, climate impacts will
have a spill-over effect making the
future risky at best and hazardous at
worst.

The recent climate stocktake in
Dubai and the post-election scenario
in Pakistan, Bangladesh and India
present the region with a new oppor-
tunity to explore the potential of

developing a regional climate vision
strategy that offers practical coopera-
tive solutions for safeguarding the
natural resources of South Asia and
protecting human life.

Given the trunca-t--ed and trau-
matic history of the region, this may
not be easy but using climate as an
en-try point and diplomacy as a tool
can open windows for constructive
conversations.

The courts in Pakistan and India
have recognised climate change as a
human rights issue and justified this
rights-based approach by linking the
state’s obligation to take precaution-
ary measures to mitigate the adverse
effects of climate change. This shift in
constitutionalising climate change
offers a unique opportunity to both
countries to address the challenge
jointly and use it to deliver on an
agenda that is seen not only as an
exogenous threat but as a core legal
and ethical responsibility of the state
towards its citizens. Cooperation and
collaboration on approaches that sup-
port sustainable development, protect
the rights of people and nature,
ensure that decisions on climate
change are equitable and develop bet-
ter understanding of the problem and
solutions to environmental issues can
only be a win for all.

Dawn/ANN.

Some stray thoughts on
India�s sporting journey

Regional thrust needed to tackle climate
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Stock markets end marginally
lower amid volatile session 
Nifty 50 closed nearly 9 points, or 0.03 per cent, lower at 24,315.95, while the Sensex settled 27 points, or 0.03 per cent, down at 79,897.34
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 11 JULY

B
enchmark indices
ended marginally
lower on Thursday
in the volatile ses-

sion amid positive global
cues ahead of US inflation
data due later in the day.

Nifty 50 closed nearly 9
points, or 0.03 per cent, lower
at 24,315.95, while the Sen-
sex settled 27 points, or 0.03
per cent, down at 79,897.34.

The top Nifty movers were
ITC, ONGC, Tata Motors, SBI
and Coal India while on the
flip side, shares of Mahindra
and Mahindra, Bajaj Finance,
Larsen and Toubro (L&T),
HDFC Bank and ICICI Bank

ended as the top drags.
BSE Midcap and Smallcap

indices outperformed the
benchmarks, rising 0.34 per
cent and 0.57 per cent, respec-
tively. The overall market
capitalisation of the firms
listed on BSE rose to nearly
Rs 451.3 lakh crore from
nearly Rs 450.1 lakh crore in
the previous session.

Among the sectors, Nifty
Oil and Gas (1.10 per cent)
and Media (1.03 per cent)
clocked healthy gains while
on the losing side were Nifty
Realty (1.49 per cent) and
Pharma (0.60 per cent). Nifty
Bank rose 0.16 per cent while
the PSU Bank and Private
Bank indices moved up by
0.17 per cent and 0.16 per cent,

respectively.
Nifty FMCG index con-

tinued its upward momen-
tum, marking a new milestone
with a record high of 59,587
points, extending its win-
ning streak for the fifth con-
secutive trading session. It
gained 0.40 per cent during
the session, accumulating a
4.3 per cent increase over the
past five sessions, bringing
it closer to the 60,000 level.

In a significant uptrend,
a report by Motilal Oswal
Financial Services said the
total number of Demat
accounts surged to 16.2 crore
in June 2024. New additions
spiked by 42 lakh in June,
marking the highest account
opening rate since February

2024. 
This indicates a 4.24 per

cent spike from the previous

month and a substantial
34.66  per cent rise com-
pared to last year. 

In comparison, Demat
account additions were 36
lakh a month ago and 23.6
lakh a year ago. So far FY25
has seen an average month-
ly growth rate of 34 lakh.

Shares of YES Bank spiked
over 7 per cent after Moody's
revised its outlook to 'posi-
tive' from 'stable' on hopes
of improvement in the
lender's depositor base and
lending franchise. 

So far this year, the stock
of YES Bank has rallied over
24 per cent. Earlier, YES Bank
had touched a 52-week high
of Rs 32 apiece on February
9, 2024.

Indian Railway Catering
and Tourism (IRCTC) shares
rose by 2  per cent to Rs

1,041 per share following a col-
laboration between the Delhi
Metro Corporation (DMRC)
and the Centre for Railway
Information Systems (CRIS)
to promote the 'One India-
One Ticket' initiative. 

So far this year, shares of
IRCTC jumped over 16 per
cent. Earlier, IRCTC had hit
a 52-week high of Rs 1,148 per
share on May 22, 2024.

The focus was also on the
US CPI which is due later on
Thursday as it will shape
expectations of rate cuts by
the US Fed. 

In his testimony to Con-
gress, Fed Chair Jerome Pow-
ell said the central bank
needs more data to start cut-
ting rates.

Rapid Testing Kit for unap-

proved pesticides: Tea

Industry has been facing

the impact of climate

change which has led to

increased incidence of pest

infestation in the tea plan-

tations of Bengal and Ass-

am. Plant protection meas-

ures in terms of pesticides

spraying has led to differ-

ent levels of non-compli-

ance as per FSSAI stan-

dards. The demand from

the tea industry was to

have a rapid testing kit and

machine which can detect

green leaves at the factory

point before the leaves are

manufactured. The Tea

Research Association is

partnering with Arogyam

Medisoft, a startup incubat-

ed in Bengal and CDAC and

TRA member Luxmi Tea in

validating an handheld

equipment named ACLIVIA

for instant test of green

tea leaf to detect unap-

proved pesticides. ACLIVIA

is being launched at an

event in Kolkata on Friday.

Launch of dairy products:

Heritage Foods Ltd

announced the launch of its

dairy products in Kolkata,

making a significant expan-

sion into the eastern mar-

ket of the country. For the

initial phase, the company

is introducing laddus, ghee,

and long shelf-life milk

along with a variety of

other drinks like milk-

shakes, lassi, flavoured milk,

and cold coffee. It also has

plans of opening at least

20,000 retail outlets in the

East by the end of this

year. Alongside Kolkata, the

company also planned to

expand across Bihar and

Jharkhand.

Sandeep Kumar appointed

as Director (Finance) of

Power Finance Corporation

Limited (PFC): The Govt. of

India appointed Mr.

Sandeep Kumar as Director

(Finance) at Power Finance

Corporation Limited (PFC),

effective 11 July 2024.

Before this appointment,

he was Executive Director

(Finance) at PFC since

01.01.2020 and is holding

the position of Chief Finan-

cial Officer (CFO), PFC.  Mr.

Sandeep Kumar has a distin-

guished career spanning

over 34 years in the power

and financial sectors. He

holds a Bachelor's degree in

Commerce (Honours) and is

a Fellow Member of the

Institute of Chartered

Accountants of India.

THUMBNAILS

GRSE to enable MSMEs, start-ups to develop
innovative tech solutions for ship building
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE:
KOLKATA, 11 JULY

Buoyant over the success of
its maiden venture to pro-
mote development of tech-
nology in the field of ship-
building, the State-run Gar-
den Reach Shipbuilders and
Engineers (GRSE) Ltd, rolled
out the second edition of
GRSE Accelerated Innovation
Nurturing Scheme (GAINS)
in Kolkata on Wednesday.
GAINS-2024 was flagged off
by the Union Minister of
state for Defence, Sanjay
Seth. 

GAINS’ is a unique nation-
al open challenge to encour-
age and enable MSMEs and
Start-Ups to develop inno-
vative solutions that GRSE
may incorporate for further
technological advancement.
This initiative is in keeping
with the ‘Make in India’ and
‘Start-up India’ policies of the
Government of India. The aim
is to leverage the vast eco-sys-
tem of MSMEs and Start-Ups
to address present and emerg-
ing challenges in the ship
design and construction
industry, while achieving
the objectives of Atmanirb-
harta.  

“This special day not only
marks the innovative efforts
made by GRSE in the devel-
opment and security of our
nation’s maritime strength but

also celebrates the launch of
the second edition of GRSE
Accelerated Innovation Nur-
turing Scheme. This initia-
tive taken by GRSE under
Make In India & Startup
India is truly commendable.
As Indians, we are proud
that India is establishing
itself as a world-class defence
industry and reaching new
heights of self-reliance,” said
Seth .

CMDE PR Hari, IN (Retd),
Chairman and Managing
Director, GRSE, on his parts,
said, “New Technology adop-
tion is a key focus area of the
shipyard and I am confi-
dent that GAINS 2024 shall
be a major contributor
towards this. I wish the bril-
liant Indian start-ups the
very best in making the
Nation building initiatives a
huge success.”

Interestingly, in 2023, the
open challenge had attract-

ed participation from across
the country. Of the propos-
als received after Stage-I, six
were selected for detailed
evaluation in Stage-II. The six
innovators who made it to this
stage were paid up to Rs 5 lakh
to meet their expenses in
preparing detailed project
reports. These reports and
presentations by the partic-
ipants went through further
evaluation and finally, two
companies were declared
winners.

While one of them, an
MSME, is working on AI-
based Material Code Gen-
eration and Management
Systems, the second, a Start-
Up, is developing robots for
exterior painting of ships.
They have been assured ade-
quate funds by GRSE to cre-
ate workable models. This
success was the reason
behind GRSE’s decision to go
in for GAINS-2024. The num-
ber of contestants is expect-
ed to go up this year. As in
GAINS-2023, the partici-
pants of GAINS-2024 will
have to concentrate on the
themes – Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI), Renewable/Green
Energy & Energy Efficiency
as well as Overall Efficiency
Enhancement.

GAINS aims at the creation
of fast-track innovative solu-
tions to help GRSE turn into
a future-ready shipyard. 

E&P sector offers investment
opportunities worth $100 bn
by 2030: Puri, forms JWG
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 11JULY

The Exploration and Pro-
duction (E&P) sector offers
investment opportunities
worth 100 billion USD by
2030, said Minister of Petro-
leum & Natural Gas, Hardeep
Singh Puri said on Thurs-
day. 

While speaking at the
inaugural session of first edi-
tion of Urja Varta, he under-
scored the importance of the
exploration and production
sector in achieving energy self-
sufficiency and sustaining
economic growth. 

The Minister also
announced the formation of
a Joint Working Group (JWG)
comprising representatives
from private E&P operators,
the National Oil Companies,
MoPNG, and DGH to address
industry concerns and
improve the ease of doing
business in the sector. 

Further, he directed the
DGH to complete the process
of integration of its various
online portals by the end of
the year.

He highlighted the vast
potential of India’s 26 sedi-
mentary basins, containing
substantial reserves of crude
oil and natural gas yet to be
fully tapped.

Despite our substantial
progress, the Minister said,
“Only 10% of our sedimen-
tary basin area is under explo-
ration today. After the award
of blocks under the forth-
coming Open Acreage Licens-
ing Policy (OALP) Rounds, it
will increase to 16% by end-
2024.”

Highlighting the need to
streamlining operational and
regulatory processes, Puri
stressed that the government

is doing its part to catalyse
investments in E&P. The Min-
istry of Petroleum and Nat-
ural Gas (MoPNG) has insti-
tuted sweeping reforms,
empowering stakeholders to
contribute to our nation's
progress. He said that we
intend to increase India's
exploration acreage to 1 mil-
lion sq. km. by 2030.

“No- Go” areas in India’s
EEZ have been reduced by
almost 99%”, Puri added fur-
ther.

Talking about the accel-
erated pace of exploration
activities through initiatives
like the OALP and the Dis-
covered Small Field (DSF)
Policy, he said, “Through the
first 8 OALP bid rounds, a total
of 144 blocks covering approx-
imately 244,007 sq. km. have
been awarded and recently
announced OALP IX round
offers an area of approxi-
mately 136,596 sq. km. spread
over 8 sedimentary basins,
with the vision of expanding
nation's footprint in offshore
exploration.”  He said, the Dis-
covered Small Field (DSF)
Policy, since its inception in
2015, has garnered invest-
ments of approximately 2
billion USD and brought in
29 new players in the field.

Govt finances must be
leveraged by involving PSUs &
Pvt Cos through PPP and VGF
RITWIK MUKHERJEE
KOLKATA, 11 JULY

Indiscriminate privatisation
through disinvestment or
long-term lease, or eventual
doing away with public sec-
tor units (PSUs) is not a solu-
tion for the Indian economy.
On the contrary, the Centre
must think in terms of creating
new, effective and efficient
PSUs jointly with the state gov-
ernments and private sector.
Atleast that’s what R P Gupta,
the industrialist-turned-
author and economic thinker,
feels. Interestingly, the first edi-
tion of Gupta’s much-talked
about book: “Turn Around
India- Through Inclusive Gov-
ernance & Team Spirit” was
launched by Narendra Modi,
when he was the Chief Min-
ister of Gujrat.

In the latest edition of his
book, Gupta, also the Chair-
man of Shivom Minerals and
former Chairman of Shivom
Cements, came up with the
suggestion that by and large,
government finances must be
leveraged by involving PSUs
and Private Corporate through
PPP and VGF (Viability Gap
Funding). The Centre may
mull the idea of swapping of
Debt through Equity and
thereby leverage promoter’s
(in this case, the government)
value and subsequently used
that funds for various devel-
opment activities and proj-
ects.

Railways and other Cor-
poration such as NTPC, NHPC
etc, particularly Railways and
energy related corporations,
may be corporatized and list-
ed like SAIL, CIL etc, he sug-
gested, adding that this would
be a game changer for the Indi-
an economy.

Speaking to The Statesman,
Gupta also came up with the
suggestion that “Planning
Commission” at the Centre
and at the state level, must be
restored and revived for judi-
cious usage of scarce “Capi-
tal Resources” of Nation. And
Planning Commission must
rope in Engineers, MBAs and
Subject-experts, over and
above Economists, for Capex-
planning. Total investment
must be well planned for
supporting:  (a) Consistent
GDP growth, (b) Human
development such as, edu-
cation, health & sanitation (c)
Basic needs like water, elec-
tricity and commuting. “There
should also be regular survey
in each field for getting feed-
back and for Policy-correction.
Also, the transparency of eco-
nomic-data must be ensured

and used for Policy correction,”
said Gupta, adding that India’s
Growth-Model should be
“investment-led” & “Export-
led” and not “consumption-
led”. Economic-efficiency of
India must be improved to
promote exports. Cost of
basic inputs such as, Capital,
Energy, Logistics & Minerals
must be reduced.

India has over 63 million
MSMEs contributing about
30 per cent of GDP and 40-
45 per cent of exports, employ-
ing nearly 113 million persons.
Ironically however, barely
15-17 per cent of them have
registered with UDYAM Plat-
form due to tax-hazards and
fear of regulatory compli-
ance. Hence, they are unable
to avail bank-credit despite
decent policy of Credit Guar-
antee Cover. The real prob-
lem is complicated GST, Curb-
ing of Cash-Transaction.
Many of them are closed or
on the verge of closure after
2016. That is not factored in
GDP data. They are unable to
compete with large-compa-
nies.

“The solution, therefore,
lies in GST exemption/Incen-
tives to Micro & Small units
only, somewhat similar to
Excise regime. Various mod-
els in this regard could be:
Lower Income-tax rates for
MSME by introducing income
slab rate. For micro units,
the government may also
explore total exemption, if fea-
sible, Regulatory Easement is
most crucial, particularly for
Small & Medium scale, Pro-
active Role of DIC and DC and
enactment of such laws which
binds their recommenda-
tion on all other depart-
ments,” said Gupta.

On the forthcoming Union
Budget, he said that Tax/GDP
ratio is already increased
from 16.4 per cent to about
20.5 per cent in decade 2014-
24 and hence, there is no
scope for further increase.
Rather, custom and excise duty
on petroleum-products
should roll-back particular-
ly the cooking-gas and diesel.
Export-duty on minerals, on
the low-grade Iron-Ore hav-
ing 52-58 per cent Fe-content,
must be levied at 30 per cent
for promoting beneficiation
of Iron-ore as per NMP-2019
and Mining-ministry com-
mittee-resolution in 2020.
That will increase supply of
usable grade Iron-ore, cut
imports. Eventually, it shall
reduce steel price.

Also “Tax-on-Tax” on the
auctioned-mines of Coal and
Iron-ore, being basic-inputs,
must be removed; that will
reduce cost-push inflation
and propel exports of value-
added products, he suggest-
ed.

I, MD FARDIN Khan, son of
Md Sahid Khan, R/o.  432/1/5
GT Road, Shibpur, Howrah-
711102, hereby declare that
my father, Md Sahid Khan
and Md Shahid Khan refer to
the same person. Both
these names belong to my
father, vide affidavit before
the Executive Magistrate on
09-07-2024 at Howrah Court.

I, SANJIB Guha Roy, S/o.
Priya Kumar Guha Roy,
residing at Bidhangarh
South, Santoshpur, P.S.:
Rabindra Nagar, Kol.-66,
henceforth be known as
Sanjib Kumar Guha Roy vide
affidavit (40036) before 1st
Class Judicial Magistrate
Alipore Court, 02-07-2024.
Sanjib Guha Roy & Sanjib
Kumar Guha Roy are same
identical person.

SPL-202407-0025 —
Saraswaty Press Ltd. invites
sealed offer through e ten-
der to ascertain the rate
contract of transport
charges per kg basis for
delivery of books and other
printed materials & rate per
trip basis for cover van for
delivery of confidential /
security items from Kolkata
to different district point in
West Bengal. For details
please visit website:
www.wbtenders.gov.in &
www.saraswatypress.org.in

WBTBCL-202407-0014 —
West Bengal Text Book
Corporation Ltd. invites
sealed offer through e ten-
der to ascertain the rate for
rate contract of transport
charges per kg basis for
long haul trucks above 3 MT
and rate per trip basis for
mini trucks below 3 MT for
delivery of text books and
other printed materials
from Kolkata to different
circle offices in West
Bengal. For details please
visit website: www.wbten-
ders.gov.in or www.wbtext
bookcorporation.org.in
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My Client Sri Amitabh Dutta, son of Late
Khokan Dutta, residing at 98/9, Bharath
Chandra Roy Path, P.O.: Shyamnagar, P.S.:
Jagaddal, Dist.: North 24 Parganas, Pin-
743127, lost two original deeds (1) Deed
being No. 01652 of 2008, Book No. I, Volume
No. 2, Pages from 1529 to 1539, and (2) Link
Deed being No. 704 of 1958, Book No. I,
Volume No. 11, Pages from 114 to 116, from
his office premises at 364, Basudebpur
Road, K.D. Complex, P.S.: Jagaddal,
District: North 24 Parganas, G.D.E. was
lodged in Jagaddal Police Station, G.D.E.
No. 826 dated 13-04-2024 if anyone found,
kindly intimate within 15 days from the
date of publication. Otherwise no claim
will be entertained.

SUPRATIK PODDAR
Advocate

High Court, Calcutta 
Mobile No. 8759441157

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby informed to all that my client
SOUMYAJIT DEY, S/o. Late Chabi Dey, 183/1A,
Muktaram Babu Street, P.S.: Girish Park,
Kolkata-700007 is the absolute owner of One
room measuring 150 Sq.Ft. (M/L), One tiled
shed Kitchen measuring 50 Sq.Ft. (M/L) and
one store room measuring 60 Sq.Ft. (M/L) on
the Second Floor in Northern side and anoth-
er One Room, measuring 110 Sq.Ft. (M/L) on
the Ground Floor in South-Eastern corner
side of the building situated at No. 2,
Guruprasad Chowdhury Lane, P.S.: Amherst
Street, Kolkata-700006.
My client intent to sell the said abovemen-
tioned rooms, if anyone has any objection
regarding sale proceeding, contact with me
along with relevant documents in connection
with objection within 15 (fifteen) days from
the date of publication. Otherwise it will be
traded as no objection.

Milan Kanti Mondal
Advocate

Enrolment No. WB/1906/2003
Mobile: 6290660618

PUBLIC NOTICE
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Israel presses on with
offensive in Gaza City

AGENCIES
CAIRO/GAZA, 11 JULY 

R
esidents of Gaza City
were trapped in hous-
es and bodies lay
uncollected in the

streets under an intense new
Israeli assault on Thursday, even
as Washington pushed for a
peace deal at talks in Egypt and
Qatar.

Hamas militants say a heavy
Israeli assault on Gaza City this
week could wreck efforts to
finally end the war just as
negotiations have entered the
home stretch.

Home to more than a quar-
ter of Gaza's residents before
the war, Gaza City was

destroyed during the first
weeks of fighting last year,
but hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians have returned to
homes in the ruins. They have
now once again been ordered
out by the Israeli military.

The Gaza health ministry
said it had reports of people
trapped and others killed
inside their houses in the Tel
Al Hawa and Sabra districts of
Gaza City, and rescuers could
not reach them.

The Civil Emergency Ser-
vice said it estimated that at
least 30 people had been killed
in the Tel Al-Hawa and Rimal
areas and it could not recov-
er bodies from the streets
there.

Despite army instructions
on Wednesday to residents of
Gaza City that they can use two
"safe routes" to head south,
many residents refused to
heed the order. Some posted
a hashtag on social media: "We
are not leaving". 

Just east of Gaza City in the
Shejaia suburb, residents were
returning on foot to a desolate
moonscape of destroyed build-
ings after Israeli forces with-
drew following a two-week
offensive there.

The territory's main ceme-
tery had been bulldozed by the
army. People wheeled supplies
on the back of bicycles across
rubble-strewn tracks, pass-
ing the remains of burnt-out
and blasted Israeli armoured
vehicles.

"We have returned to She-
jaia after 15 days. You can see
the destruction. They spared
nothing, even trees, there was
a lot of greenery in this area.
What is the guilt of stones
and trees? And what is my guilt
as a civilian?" resident Hatem
Tayeh said among the ruins. 

Israel launched its assault
on the Gaza Strip last year after
Hamas-led militants stormed
into southern Israel, killing 1,200
people and capturing more

than 250 hostages according
to Israeli tallies.

Since then, Israel's assault
has killed more than 38,000
according to medical author-
ities in Gaza.

At the southern edge of the
enclave in Rafah near the bor-
der with Egypt, where tanks have
been operating in most of the
city since May, residents said
the army continued to blow up
houses in the western and
central areas, amid fighting
with Hamas, Islamic Jihad,
and other smaller factions.
Palestinian health officials
said four people were killed,
including a child, in an Israeli
air strike in Tel Al-Sultan in west-
ern Rafah. The Israeli military
said earlier on Thursday around
five rockets fired from the
Rafah area were successfully
intercepted.

The negotiations in Qatar
and Egypt follow important
concessions last week from
Hamas, which agreed that a
truce could begin and some
hostages released without
Israel first agreeing to end the
war. Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu says a
deal must allow Israel to resume
fighting until it meets all its
objectives.

Biden�s candidacy
faces new peril,
as first Senate
Democrat says he
should exit race

China rejects label of �enabler� of Russia�s Ukraine war
AGENCIES
BEIJING, 11 JULY 

China accused NATO on
Thursday of seeking securi-
ty at the expense of others and
told the alliance not to bring
the same “chaos” to Asia, a
reflection of its determina-
tion to oppose strengthening
ties between NATO mem-
bers and Asian nations such
as Japan, South Korea and the
Philippines.

The statement by a For-
eign Ministry spokesperson

came a day after NATO labeled
China a “decisive enabler” of
Russia’s war against Ukraine.

“NATO hyping up China’s
responsibility on the Ukraine
issue is unreasonable and
has sinister motives,”

spokesperson Lin Jian said at
a daily briefing. He maintained
that China has a fair and
objective stance on the
Ukraine issue.

China has broken with
the United States and its
European allies over the war
in Ukraine, refusing to con-
demn Russia’s invasion or
even to refer to it as an act of
aggression in deference to
Moscow. Its trade with Rus-
sia has grown since the inva-
sion, at least partially offset-
ting the impact of Western

sanctions.
NATO, in a statement

issued at a summit in Wash-
ington, said China has become
an enabler of the war through
its “no-limits partnership”
with Russia and its large-
scale support for Russia’s
defense industrial base.

Lin said China’s trade with
Russia is legitimate and rea-
sonable and based on World
Trade Organization rules.

He said NATO’s “so-called
security” comes at the cost
of the security of other coun-

tries. China has backed Rus-
sia’s contention that NATO
expansion posed a threat to
Russia, whose attack on
Ukraine has only strengthened
the alliance, leading to Swe-
den and Finland becoming
formal members.

China has expressed con-
cern about NATO’s budding
relationships with countries
in the Indo-Pacific region. Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, Japan and
South Korea sent their lead-
ers or deputies to the NATO
summit this week.
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WASHINGTON, 11 JULY

President Joe Biden’s imper-
iled reelection campaign hit
new trouble Wednesday as
House Speaker Emerita
Nancy Pelosi said merely “it’s
up to the president to decide”
if he should stay in the race,
celebrity donor George
Clooney said he should not
run and Democratic sena-
tors and lawmakers
expressed fresh fear about
his ability to beat Republi-
can Donald Trump.

Late in the evening, Ver-
mont Sen. Peter Welch
called on Biden to withdraw
from the election, becom-
ing the first Senate Demo-
crat to do so. Welch said he
is worried because “the
stakes could not be higher.”

The sudden flurry of
grave pronouncements
despite Biden’s determined
insistence he is not leav-
ing the 2024 race put on
public display just how
unsettled the question
remains among promi-
nent Democrats. On Capi-
tol Hill, an eighth House
Democrat, Rep. Pat Ryan
of New York, and later a
ninth, Rep. Earl Blume-
nauer of Oregon, publicly
asked Biden to step aside.

“I want him to do what-
ever he decides to do,”
Pelosi said Wednesday on
MSNBC’s “Morning Joe”
rather than declaring Biden
should stay in. While Biden
has said repeatedly that he’s
made his decision, she
said, “We’re all encourag-
ing him to make that deci-
sion, because time is run-
ning short.” AGENCIES

Residents trapped in houses, bodies lie uncollected on the streets

LONDON, 11 JULY 

A man suspected of killing
two sisters and their moth-
er in a crossbow attack was
being treated in a major
trauma centre at a Lon-
don hospital on Thursday
as police carried out further
searches of properties.

Tributes poured in for the
three women who were
found with serious injuries
at their home in the quiet
residential neighbourhood
of Bushey, northeast of the
capital, on Tuesday evening.
Police and ambulance crews
tried to save Carol Hunt, 61,
and her daughters Han-
nah, 28, and Louise, 25,
but they were pronounced
dead at the scene.

The women were the
family of BBC radio’s horse
racing commentator John
Hunt. The killings prompt-
ed a major manhunt that led
to the capture of the suspect,
Kyle Clifford, in a cemetery
the following afternoon
around 22 kilometres from
the scene of the crimes.

The new Labour Party
government, which took
office last week, said it would
“swiftly consider” findings
of a recently launched review
into whether controls on
owning crossbows should be
tightened. AGENCIES

Man suspected
of killing 3
women in UK
attack caught

11 injured, dozens stranded underground in Poland coal mine

accident: A quake hitting a coal mine in southern Poland left

at least 11 miners injured and dozens still underground wait-

ing to be rescued, local authorities said on Thursday. So far,

around 30 people have managed to get to the surface. Twen-

ty of them were taken to hospital in stable condition, accord-

ing to Lukasz Pach, Director of the Provincial Emergency Med-

ical Service in Katowice. IANS

T E        N        D        E        R

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

AIRPORTS ECONOMIC REGULATORY
AUTHORITY OF INDIA

3rd Floor, Udaan Bhawan, Safdarjung Airport
New Delhi-110003

Invitation of applications for
Engagement of Office Support

Professional (Secretarial Personal
Assistant) on contract basis in Airports
Economic Regulatory Authority of India

Airports Economic Regulatory Authority of India proposes to hire
one (01) Office Support Professional (Secretarial Personal Assistant)
on contract basis. The number of vacancies may vary as per the
requirement. Candidate with requisite qualification and experience
as prescribed would be hired as Office Support Professional. The
interested candidates must indicate the post for which they applied.

2. Airports Economic Regulatory Authority of India invites applica-
tions from eligible candidates as Office Support Professional. The
details including eligibility criteria, Terms & Conditions etc. are
available on the AERA�s website: www.aera.gov.in Last date of
receipt of application is 01-08-2024 up to 5-30 p.m. Applications
received after due date and time will not be considered.

Deputy Chief
Airports Economic Regulatory Authority of India

3rd Floor, Udaan Bhawan
Safdarjung Airport, New Delhi-110003

CBC 03112/12/0002/2425

DHUPGURI MUNICIPALITY
e-NIT (Abridged)

e-NIT are invited by the
Chairperson, Dhupguri
Municipality from resourceful bona
fide outsider for Supply of Dl
Pipe K7 under Dhupguri
Municipality.

Sd/-
Chairperson

BOA, Dhupguri Municipality

SI. No. Tender ID END DATE

1 2024_ 03-08-2024 
MAD_ at 17-00
711882_1
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,11  JULY

L
eader of Opposition in
Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi on Thursday
reiterated that Prime

Minister Narendra Modi
should visit the strife-torn
state of Manipur and listen to
the problems of the people of
the region.

Referring to his recent
visit to the north-eastern
state, the LoP in a social
media post wrote, “This is the
third time I have come to
Manipur since the violence
broke out, but there is no
improvement in the situation.”

Claiming that the state is
still divided into two parts,
Gandhi said, “Houses are
burning, innocent lives are in
danger and thousands of
families are forced to live in
relief camps.”

“The Prime Minister should
personally come to Manipur
and listen to the problems of
the people of the state and
appeal for peace. The Congress
party and INDIA bloc will

pressure the government to
end this tragedy by raising the
need for peace in Manipur
with full force in Parliament,”
the LoP said.

Mr Gandhi during his visit
to Manipur on 8th July said,
“I have come here as your
brother, as somebody who
wants to help you bring back
peace in Manipur.” 

“The need of the hour is
peace. Violence is hurting

everyone. Thousands of fam-
ilies have been harmed, and
properties have been
destroyed.” 

“I have never seen any-
where in India what is going
on here. The state is completely
split in two.”

“The Congress party is
ready to do whatever it can
to bring back peace here. We
had a conversation with the
Governor, and we expressed

that we would like to help in
whatever way we can.” 

“We also expressed our
displeasure and said that we
are not happy with the
progress that has taken place
here,” he said at a press con-
ference.

Categorically stating that
his intention was not to politi-
cise the issue, the LoP said,
“Violence and hatred are not
going to get any solution.”

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SHILLONG, 11 JULY

Meghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad K Sangma clarified
that there was no work per-
mit system in Meghalaya
and hence any Indian nation-
al is free to work in the state.

The statement from
Sangma came in response to
reports of pressure groups act-
ing like vigilantes by check-
ing the work permits of exter-
nal labourers in the state. Seek-
ing to clear the air on the ongo-
ing document checks by
these groups in Shillong, he
said the state does not enforce
a work permit system.

Reports about some
labourers being sent back to
their home states surfaced

after incidents of violence and
even deaths with the police
intervention remaining min-
imal.

Despite the government’s
assurances of action after
each incident, public concern
persists. The Labour Depart-
ment registers labourers for
safety and record-keeping
purposes. Sangma reiterat-

ed that no individual or group
is authorised to conduct
these checks, deeming such
actions illegal. He disclosed
that four cases have been filed
against various pressure
groups involved in recent
document checks.

The Khasi Students’ Union
has defended their actions,
citing the government’s fail-
ure to implement the Inner
Line Permit (ILP) and the
Meghalaya Residents Safety
and Security Act (MRSSA).

Sangma explained that
the ILP is not enforced by the
state, and the MRSSA pro-
posal, sent to the Ministry of
Home Affairs, was returned
with concerns currently under
review by the state govern-
ment.

No discrimination against
outside labourers: Sangma

Rahul reiterates demand
for PM�s visit to Manipur
This is the 3rd time I have come to Manipur since violence broke out, but there is no improvement: LoP

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, 11 JULY 

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath conducted an
aerial survey of flood-affect-
ed Shravasti and Balrampur
on Thursday. He took infor-
mation about the flood affect-
ed areas from the officials and
instructed them to speed up
the relief work. 

After this, the CM con-
ducted on-site inspection of
the flood affected areas of both
the districts. He met chil-
dren and women affected by
the disaster. Apart from this,
relief material was distributed
to the flood affected people. 

CM Adityanath  present-
ed a cheque of Rs 4 lakh as
assistance to the families of
those who lost their loved ones
in disasters. He honoured
the PAC soldiers who took the
flood affected people to safe
places by giving them citations.

He also announced to give
them cash prize along with
special prize. 

The Chief Minister con-
ducted an aerial survey of all
the villages of Ikauna tehsil
affected by Shravasti flood at
around 12 noon. Devi Patan
Divisional Commissioner
Shashi Bhushan Sushil and
Shravasti District Magistrate
Ajay Kumar Dwivedi informed
the CM that flood situation
has arisen in the district due
to sudden release of water after
torrential rains in Nepal. At
present, the water level is
gradually decreasing.

The CM also conducted
on-site inspection of Lax-
manpur Kothi Rapti Barrage.
Here he met 11 victims res-
cued in the flood and enquired
about their well-being. He
honoured Rekha Devi, the
village guide and five PAC sol-
diers who gave information
about the people trapped in

the flood, with citations, and
also announced to honour all
7 people with cash awards. 

Apart from this, a cheque
of Rs 4 lakh each was hand-
ed over to the four families who
lost their loved ones in the dis-
aster. Before this he distrib-
uted relief material kits. 

Communicating with the
flood victims, the CM said that
immediate financial assis-
tance was being given to the
families of farmers and share-
croppers who lost their lives
during human-wildlife con-
flict, snakebite, lightning and
other disasters. 

UP: Yogi conducts aerial survey of Shravasti
and  Balrampur, distributes relief material

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
IMPHAL, 11 JULY  

Manipur Governor Anusuiya
Uikey has suggested the
National Cadet Corps (NCC)
to identify and train youths
from internally displaced
persons residing in relief
camps across the state.Uikey
advised Maj Gen Gagan Deep,
Additional Director General
(ADG) of the NCC North East-
ern Region, during a meeting
at Raj Bhavan in Imphal.

The Governor was also
briefed on the challenges
faced by the NCC in Manipur,
including security issues,
floods, and incessant rains.

The NCC Group Imphal is

conducting training for 7,200
cadets across 16 districts.

There was also discussion
regarding the establishment
of the NCC Training and Youth
Academy at Imphal.

Governor Uikey  stressed

the importance of training can-
didates from the various relief
camps to contribute to nation-
building and develop a sense
of patriotism among the dis-
placed youths.

The ADG assured the Gov-
ernor of the NCC’s commit-
ment to providing quality
training and inculcating sound
values among the cadets.

More than  60,000 people
are currently residing in relief
camps due to communal vio-
lence in Manipur.

Uikey advises NCC to train youths from
internally displaced persons in relief camp

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LAKHIMPUR KHERI,  11 JULY

Flood havoc continues in
Lakhimpur Kheri district
where around 150 villages are
in the grip of floods due to
the swollen Sharda-Ghaghra
rivers.        

Around 250 villagers of
Raini Samdaha village of
Dhaurhara tehsil got trapped
in the foothills of Sharda
river. When the administra-
tion came to know about this,
it started rescuing the villagers
surrounded by flood waters.

The NDRF team has res-
cued 18 villagers till 11 am
on Thursday, officials here
claimed. Officials claimed
that by this evening 50 per
cent of the trapped villagers
would be rescued.

During the flood about 2
decade ago, the erosion vic-
tims of Samdaha village had
settled across the Sharda

river. These villagers got
trapped in this flood again.   

SDM Rajesh Kumar,  pres-
ent on the spot and was
monitoring  the rescue of vil-
lagers. Food packets are
being delivered to the affect-
ed families.

Meanwhile, a culvert
under construction on the
road connecting Sampoor-
nanagar police station area
to Hazara of Pilibhit was
washed away in flood waters.
Due to this, transportation
from Sampoorna Nagar Sugar
Mill to Ramnagar, Shanti-
nagar, Gandhi Nagar, Kabir-
ganj under Hazara police
station have been paral-
ysed. 

250 villagers trapped in Kheri 

Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha and Congress leader Rahul Gandhi offers candies to children
during a recent visit to the victims of Manipur violence, at a relief camp in Churachandpur . �ANI

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 11 JULY

An Indian Air Force (IAF)
contingent landed at the
Royal Australian Air Force
(RAAF) Base Darwin, Aus-
tralia for participating in
''Exercise Pitch Black 2024''.

The exercise is scheduled
to be conducted from 12 July-
02 August and is a biennial,
multi- national exercise host-
ed by the RAAF. The name
'Pitch Black' was derived
from the emphasis on night
time flying over large un-
populated areas.

This edition is slated to be
the largest in the 43 year long
history of Ex Pitch Black,
which includes participation

by 20 countries, with over 140
aircraft and 4400 military
personnel of various air forces.
The exercise will be focusing
on Large Force Employment
warfare aimed at strength-
ening international cooper-
ation and shall facilitate expe-
rience enhancement with
the IAF Su-30 MKI operating
alongside the F-35, F-22, F-
18, F-15, Gripen and Typhoon
fighter aircraft.

The IAF contingent com-
prises over 150 highly skilled
Air Warriors including pilots,
engineers, technicians, con-
trollers and other subject
matter experts, who will be
operating the formidable Su-
30 MKI multirole fighters,
with the C -17 Globemaster

and the IL-78 Air-to-Air Refu-
elling aircraft in combat
enabling roles.

The exercise would provide
IAF with an opportunity
towards force integration
with participating nations
and mutual exchange of best
practices.

The exercise provides an
excellent opportunity for
strengthening the ability of the
participating nations to deploy
over large distances, support
integrated operations in the
Indo-Pacific region and build-
ing strong aviation associa-
tions in a highly challenging
environment. The IAF has
previously participated in
the 2018 and 2022 editions of
this exercise.

India to hold mega air exercise
with Australia from Friday

The Governor was also
briefed on the challe-
nges faced by the NCC
in Manipur, including
security issues, floods,
and incessant rains.

The AAP govt�s much-hyped diversification plan is also in tatters due to the manner
in which the Chief Minister reneged on this promise to procure these crops

SHIROMANI AKALI DAL (SAD) PRESIDENT SUKHBIR BADAL
AS PUNJAB AGAIN FAILS TO PROCURE MAIZE CROP ON MSP

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
RAMPUR, 11 JULY

Bollywood actress and for-
mer MP Jaya Prada got relief
from the court on Thursday
in the election code of conduct
violation case.
The court acquitted her as the
charges could not be proved.
Jaya Prada was also present in
the court when the verdict was
announced.  MP-MLA Special
Court (Magistrate Trial) Judge

Shobhit Bansal pronounced
the verdict on Thursday. The
court acquitted Jayaprada as
the prosecution did not prove
the charges.   Jaya Prada while
talking to the media said that
she is happy and emotional

with the court's decision.Two
cases of violation of election
code of conduct were registered
against Jayaprada during the
2019 Lok Sabha elections.
One of these cases is of Kemri
police station, which was reg-
istered by Kuldeep Bhatnagar,
in-charge of the video sur-
veillance team. 

It was said that on April 18,
2019, at a public meeting of
BJP candidate Jaya Prada held
in Pipliya Mishra village, she

had given a derogatory state-
ment on BSP supremo
Mayawati and Azam Khan. SP
had an alliance with BSP in this
election. The police had com-
pleted the investigation in
the case registered against
her and filed the charge sheet
in the court. The hearing of this
case took place in the MP-MLA
Special Court (Magistrate
Trial). in this case, the final argu-
ments from both sides were
completed on July 1.

Jaya Prada acquitted in 2019 election code violation case
Jaya Prada while talk-
ing to the media said
that she was happy
and emotional after
the court's decision.

TENDER

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

Notice Inviting e-Tender from the bona fide and interested agencies / firms or others for
Rental Hoarding / Outdoor Publicity related work / services are called by the Office of the
District Information and Cultural Office, 28, Nityadhan Mukherjee Road, Howrah.

The detail tender documents may be obtained from https://wbtenders.gov.in
Interested bidders are to download the same and submit as per the instruction given.

Sd/- DICO, Howrah

Description Notice Tender ID Bid Submission Bid Submission
Starts on Closes on

670 / Hoarding / DICO / Hwh 2024_ICAD_712095_1 12-07-2024 23-07-2024
Dt. 11-07-2024
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A
fter a severe bout of sweltering
summer heat as the time
comes for a splash in the rain,
it also brings along microbes,

which plague our eyes with infections.
So along with the excitement that
monsoon fills us with, we need to take
proper care of our eyes.

Dr Aditya Pradhan from Disha Eye
Hospitals, consultant in cornea, exter-
nal diseases and cataract shares some
measures to prevent eye problems due
to the monsoon rains.

CONJUNCTIVITIS

Conjunctivitis is the inflammation
of the conjunctiva (the membrane that
lines the eyelids and covers the
exposed surface of the eyeball). This
eye ailment is quite common during
monsoons. Just like viral fever this
infection is also contagious. This is
characterised by an acute onset of a
red, watery eye. It may be accompa-
nied by pain and discharge and usual-
ly starts in one eye and spreads to the
other as the secretions are contagious.

One may complain of a gritty feel-
ing as if something has fallen in the
eye. There may be blood clots visible
around the cornea (central dark area)
and in case it spreads to the cornea the
patient may have symptoms such as
intolerance to light (photophobia),
glare, and pain and may see coloured
halos around lights. It usually occurs
due to a viral infection and may be
preceded by fever. Though it typically
lasts for a week, occasionally it may
continue for up to 14 days. One should
visit the ophthalmologist for examina-
tion as occasionally there can be sight-
threatening complications. The secre-
tions are contagious so the patient
needs to be careful and use separate
towels, bed sheets, etc.

Conjunctivitis is spread by trans-
fer of the secretions from an infected
person. One must maintain hygiene
and avoid touching the eyes.

Although a self-limiting condition,
it is better to visit an ophthalmologist
for an accurate diagnosis and treat-
ment. Supportive therapy in the form

of artificial tears and cold compress
work wonders. Over-the-counter
steroid/steroid-antibiotic eye drops
should be strictly avoided as they can
cause sight-threatening complications.
Contact lens wearers must discontinue
lens wear till the ophthalmologist
allows them to. Sharing of eye drops
between affected family members isn’t
recommended. Patients should avoid
visiting public places, especially com-
munity swimming pools.

CORNEAL ULCERS

Corneal ulcer is an infection of the
cornea. There is an increased inci-
dence of corneal ulcers in this season,
especially among contact lens wearers
and those with an interest in garden-
ing/those engaged in farm work. This
is characterised by a sudden onset of
pain, redness, watering  photophobia
and decreased vision in  the affected
eye.

This can be serious if not treated
immediately, so a visit to the ophthal-
mologist is mandatory for anyone with
the above symptoms. An affected per-
son should stop wearing contact lenses
with immediate effect. Treatment is
with  antimicrobial agents and

depends on the severity and aetiology
of the condition.

ALLERGY

Dust, pollens, cosmetics and
weather change may trigger allergies.
Contact lens wearers need to stop

wearing lenses during an episode of
allergic conjunctivitis. Wearing sun-
glasses will protect eyes from dust and
will prevent dust particles from enter-
ing the eyes. Over-the-counter
steroid/steroid-antibiotic eye drops
should be strictly avoided as they can
cause sight-threatening complications.
A prompt visit to the ophthalmologist
is recommended for quick resolution
of the condition.

Dr M S Purkait, medical superin-
tendent, Techno India Dama Hospital
also highlights some severe health
complications which can rise due to
the sudden dip in temperature and
high rainfall across the city. 

Monsoon brings in a variety of
stomach problems the commonest
being bacterial dysentery and viral

diarrhoea. The commonest reason
being contaminated drinking water
source and fruits and vegetables which
have been washed in dirty water. Dis-
eases like cholera, jaundice, typhoid,
dysentery and viral gastroenteritis are
some of the common ailments that
occur.
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SHARMISTHA DASGUPTA

I
often wonder what my life would
have been like had I never left my
house of four walls in India. I will
never know the privilege of living

out my days in the country in which I
was born, speaking in my mother
tongue. There is truth to the phrase,
‘You can never go home again.’ I do
not feel at home anywhere, but the
idea of home follows me wherever I go.
These are the words of Zarina Hashmi,
who is known professionally as Zari-
na. She was an artist whose works have
primarily been based on the partition
of India in 1947 and covered themes
like displacement, dislocation and dis-
possession. According to her, the idea
of home was an abstract concept
rather than a physical or tangible one.
The impact that the displacement
from her home caused on her has been
a recurring theme in all of her artwork. 

Zarina Hashmi was born in India
at Aligarh on 16 July 1937, when com-
munal tensions in India were gradually
escalating. She grew up in a secular
Muslim household, which her family
would eventually leave behind and
migrate to Pakistan post-1947. Zarina’s
father was a professor of history at the
esteemed Aligarh Muslim University.
In 1947, her family had to move to a
refugee camp in Delhi. They would
eventually move to Lahore and later
Karachi, but Zarina remained in India
to pursue her studies at Aligarh. She
did her graduation in mathematics.
Her interest in the same and architec-
ture is portrayed in her use of geome-
try and the accuracy of structures in
all her works. And her poignant mini-
malism is what makes her career
exemplary. While growing up, it was
the magnificent yet subtle architecture
of Fatehpur Sikri that inspired her to
learn about minimalism. The architec-
ture of mediaeval India served as the
root for her passion and love for draw-
ing straight lines.

In modern scholarship, Zarina’s
art has been interpreted in the light of
transnationalism and cosmopoli-
tanism to a greater extent. However, it
can be argued that the core of her art
has always been about the life-chang-
ing event of displacement for millions
in India, which we so casually term the
‘Partition’. 

While studying at Aligarh Muslim
University, Zarina met Indian diplomat
Saad Hashmi, whom she eventually
married. In her early years of marriage,
she travelled widely and was intro-
duced to woodblock printing in
Bangkok. Most of her works are wood-
cuts or etchings printed on handmade
paper. Since she was a mathematician-

turned-artist, the geometric precision
in her artwork is clearly apparent.
Besides architectural plans for houses,
her work also involved cartography.
She had a deep interest in geography
as well as in how cities were built.
Words, too, were a strong language that
she implemented in her moving art.

Among all her many astounding
works, her ‘Dividing Line’ (2001) stands
out because of its minimal yet formi-
dable nature, myriad interpretations
and some specific connotations. At
first glance, it appears as a mere black
line inscribed on a piece of paper.
However, by observing carefully, one
will eventually notice that it is the ten-
sion-fraught border of India and Pak-
istan, or rather the ‘Radcliffe Line’, the
introduction of which changed the tra-
jectory of her life and millions of others
entirely. Zarina’s ‘Home is a Foreign
Place’ (1999) reflects upon her faraway
childhood home, as she has been
quoted saying, “This piece is my narra-
tive of the house I was born in and left
in my early twenties, never to return.”
Each print includes an Urdu word syn-
onymous with what ‘home’ means in
English, written in calligraphy. It
encourages the viewer to interpret it
with their sense of the word “home’s”
meaning, thus transcending the barri-
ers of language.

Her ‘Letters From Home’ (2004) is
a portfolio of eight monochromatic
woodblock and metal-cut prints that
were made by using original Urdu let-
ters that her sister Rani had written to
her. Zarina and her sister were insepa-
rable, traversing life’s adversities
together and sharing an unbreakable
bond. Zarina says, “Many people have
asked why I titled this portfolio Letters
From Home when I have never lived
in Pakistan. For me, home is not a
place. It is wherever the people you
care about the most are waiting.” Time
and emotions seem frozen in the

woodblocks of this series.
Some of her works depict aerial

views of cities. The series ‘Cities I
Called Home’ (2010) contains wood-
cut aerial maps of the many cities that
she lived in throughout her life. The
series Delhi (2000) consists of three
maps of the city, with the third one also
outlining the River Yamuna, the water
body that brings life to the landlocked
city of Delhi.

Her passion for cartography is
best evident in her series ‘Atlas of My
World’ (2001). Being a refugee of the
largest mass migration in human his-
tory, losing her home and living in sev-
eral cities thereafter but yearning for
the childhood abode that she lost, this
series depicts the greater world that we
are part of, highlighting regional and
political boundaries. In the fourth pic-
ture of this series, there is an extension
of the Radcliffe Line. Aparna Megan
Kumar interprets it as an umbilical
cord connecting the two nascent
nations with the external world.
Analysing this, we see how it was the
external party that infused the seeds
of communalism among the Indian
people to channelise the birth of the
two new countries, which gradually
became three.

As mentioned before, Zarina pos-

sessed a love for language. And she
often inculcated the love she had for
words into her art. Her sculpture,
named ‘Flight Log’ (1987), consists of a
small stanza of four lines written by
her. It goes as follows:

“I tried to fly
Got caught in the thermal
Could never go back
Having lost the place to land”
She has later said, “In those four

lines, I wrote my autobiography.”
Zarina’s work has also echoed the

suffering and agony of refugees across
the world. It is often said that it is pain
that brings people closer to one anoth-

er. And perhaps Zarina’s own experi-
ence of displacement from her child-
hood home made her feel connected
to refugees around the globe. Her
work, ‘Refugee Camp’ (2015), was con-
temporary to the humanitarian crisis
in Syria. Zarina has been regarded as
one of the rare artists to reach out to
points of crisis everywhere by Hoskote.
Besides the Syrian crisis, the plight of
the Rohingyas and the crises in Bagh-
dad and Lebanon had moved her
deeply.

The concept of home is a lingering
factor that recurs throughout Zarina’s
career. In an interview at the Smith-
sonian National Portrait Gallery, Zarina
said, “I carry the idea of home with me,
but I have trouble calling any place my
home.” She continues, “I doubt any-
one who is permanently dislocated
ever feels truly at home.” 

Zarina’s artworks are a testament
to the fact that memory and longing
influence the very core of our exis-
tence. Her art has also become an aid
to scholars whose main field is parti-
tion historiography. Home and memo-
ry become synonymous while inter-
preting her artworks, eventually lead-
ing to a feeling of longing that we can
relate to about something or someone
we have lost forever.

Healthcare during monsoons 

W
orld Zoonosis Day was
observed by the West
Bengal Veterinary Coun-
cil on 6 July this year to

raise public awareness about zoonot-
ic diseases. 

Zoonotic diseases are infections
that transmit from animals to
humans and vice versa. Inaugurated
by Dr Asutotosh Biswas, president,
West Bengal Veterinary Council. Prof.
(Dr) N.K. Pal, retired professor at NSS
Medical College, and Dr Swarup Bak-
shi, deputy director and PO, ARD
department, government of W.B.,

were the eminent speakers. Prof.
Subhasis Batabyal, former dean, fac-
ulty of veterinary and animal sci-
ences, WBUAFS, was the chairman of
the session. Felicitation was given to
newly elected VCI member Dr
Gurucharan Dutta. All the speakers
advised increasing awareness among
the general public about zoonotic
diseases. Dr Sovonananda Mohanty,
registrar, West Bengal Veterinary
Council, gave a vote of thanks. More
than 200 participants were present.

By NISITH SINHA ROY

T
urnstone Global, a non-profit
organisation, joined hands
with Indian Oil Corporation
Ltd and undertook “Project

Roshni” in the district of Hooghly in
West Bengal. The project aimed to
create awareness among village girls
and women about menstrual hygiene
and to reduce the risk of different dis-
eases relating to unhygienic practices
during menstruation, particularly
cervical cancer.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr
Kanchan Gaba, secretary, Turnstone
Global, said, “Cervical cancer is the
3rd largest cause of death in India.
Our aim was to improve the status of
menstrual hygiene among adolescent
girls and adult women in the com-
munity. We also wanted to provide a
platform for rural women to gener-
ate income through the manufactur-
ing of sanitary napkins.”

The project has also been a per-
fect example of women's empower-
ment and economic self-reliance.
Turnstone Global could install sani-
tary napkin manufacturing machines
in the district, train over 260 women
and form 13 SHG groups that manu-
facture sanitary napkins under the
brand name Gunjan. They have been
able to make each member of these
SHG groups earn Rs 500 to Rs 2500
per month.

The idea behind the intervention
is to mobilise the community and
educate them on the gravity of the
issues related to menstrual hygiene
and how to tackle them. The SHGs
are being empowered to start making
low-cost sanitary napkins, which not
only serve as a means to generate
income but also make available the
sanitary napkins for the rural com-
munity at a very low and affordable
price. 

Under Project Roshni, Turnstone
Global also conducted a baseline sur-
vey among 1,020 village women and
girls at Chanditala Block in Hooghly
district in 2023. The study was con-
ducted in 11 villages from five gram
panchayats in Chanditala II block in
the district of Hooghly. The survey
distribution of each village in each
gram panchayat is as follows:

Beledanga, Khanpur, Thero, Baman-
danga, Kalachara, Gokulpur, Janai,
Baksa, Madhabpur, Khoragori and
Garalgacha.

The following were the findings
of the survey among these women: 
1. 80 per cent of the respondents
threw the used materials into ponds
and buried them in the ground. 
2. 15 per cent of the respondents
threw away their used sanitary nap-
kins or cloths along with other house-
hold waste on open land around their
houses or in nearby ditches. Some of
them also burnt their used sanitary
napkins or cloths.
3. 82 per cent of the respondents
were not aware of menstruation
before their first menstruation, which
is essential for girls. 
4. 19 per cent of the respondents had
scientific knowledge about menstru-
ation. The rest did not have any clear
view about their menstrual cycle, of
which about 3 per cent still believed
that menstruating women are
unclean. Many women used cloths
without following proper cleaning
procedures for reusable cloths. Some
women did not wash the cloths prop-
erly, dry them in the sun, or store
them in a hygienic place.

After completing the baseline
survey, Turnstone Global, along with
Indian Oil, conducted 54 school
health camps and 26 community
health camps. Trainers emphasised
topics like:

Menstrual hygiene, infections
related to unclean sanitary pads and
materials, the importance of chang-
ing pads frequently, information and
advice on SRH (sexual and reproduc-
tive health) issues, services for
Tetanus immunisation, services for
prophylaxis against nutritional
anaemia, risk of unsafe disposal of
used sanitary materials, risk of not
washing hands after handling used
sanitary materials, nutrition coun-
selling, treatment for common RTIs
(reproductive tract infections) and
STIs (sexually transmitted infec-
tions), and treatment and coun-
selling for menstrual disorders, sexu-
al concerns among male and female
adolescents. 

Remembering Zarina
Hashmi and the idea of home 

An awareness campaign
on menstrual hygiene 

World Zoonosis Day

The best ways to avoid gastrointestinal diseases during monsoon are -

1. To drink boiled cooled water or filtered bottled water.
2. To avoid raw vegetables - rather consume steamed or boiled vegetables.
3. Avoid eating fruits from street vendors.
4. Include probiotics in diet.
5. Keep properly hydrated and maintain hand hygiene and eat home cooked
food.
6. Always keep covered even at home.
7. Eat freshly cooked food.
8. Vegetables should be thoroughly cleaned with boiled cooled water.
9. Food prepared at home should always be covered. 
10. Children should be made to wash their hands and feet after coming from
outdoors. 
11. Children should be advised not to touch railings and other exposed sur-
faces in washrooms etc as sometimes some people inadvertently become car-
riers of diseases and can spread it to others without their knowledge.
12. Children should be advised not to swim in water that could be contami-
nated.
13. Avoid touching animals and to wash the hands thoroughly if they have
done so.
14. Food handlers should be tested to find out if they are carriers of diseases.
15. Probiotics like yoghourt and buttermilk should replace aerated fizzy and
cola drinks
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THUMBNAILS Gambhir wants ten Doeschate
to be part of nat’l coaching staff

TRIDIB BAPARNASH
NEW DELHI, 11 JULY

I
ndia’s newly-appointed
head coach Gautam
Gambhir has reportedly
pushed for the inclusion

of former Netherlands inter-
national Ryan ten Doeschate
to be included as part of his
support staff. 

The Statesman under-
stands that the decision lies

with the BCCI, which has
recently preferred only Indi-
an personnel in the back-
room staff. But Gambhir, who
has reportedly requested for
a free hand in his new assign-
ment with the Men-in-Blue,
wants the 44-year-old Dutch-
man as one of the members
of the coaching staff.

Ten Doeschate has recent-
ly worked with Gambhir at the
Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR),

having served as the fielding
coach in the team’s 2024 IPL
winning campaign. He also
holds various positions with
KKR's subsidiaries in the
Caribbean Premier League,
Major League Cricket and
ILT20. Gambhir’s preference
of ten Doeschate in the Indi-
an dressing room could also
be attributed to his fondness
for the Dutchman, whom he
had praised lavishly in a viral

video recently in circulation
on social media. 

In the video, the former KKR
mentor was seen stating that
the Dutchman is the most
selfless human being he has
ever come across and that he
would even be ready to take
a bullet for him. “When I talk
about selflessness, I have
never said this in 42 years. And
I wanted to say this. The great-
est team man I ever played with,

the most selfless human being,
someone I can take a bullet for,
someone who I can trust for
life.”

“I can tell you this because
in 2011, my first game as a KKR
captain, we only had four
overseas (players) available.
And this man had a fabulous
50-over World Cup. And we
went in that game with only
three overseas players. He
was carrying drinks in that
game with no disappoint-
ment on his face. He taught
me selflessness. Ryan ten
Doeschate (sic),” Gambhir
says in the video, shot at a KKR
function last season. 

While it has been widely
speculated that the BCCI is
keen on retaining the servic-
es of T Dilip, a member of Rahul
Dravid's outgoing staff, as the
fielding coach, and in the sce-
nario, the Dutchman could be
added as an assistant coach.

However, with former
Mumbai all-rounder Abhishek
Nayar almost certain to join
Gambhir’s crew in a similar role,
rather than a specialised bat-
ting coach’s role, which Gamb-
hir is likely to keep it with him-
self, it will be interesting to
watch what the BCCI eventually
decides. According to BCCI
sources, preliminary discus-
sions with Nayar have already
taken place and the outcome
has been positive.

Ten Doeschate has recently worked with Gambhir at the KKR, having served as the fielding coach

Very important to be in the present, says Washington Sundar
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 11 JULY

Washington Sundar made
his India debut in white-ball
cricket seven years ago, but
till date has featured in mere
19 ODIs and 46 T20Is, and
largely been a part of squads
and tours in which the more
established names are either
rested or part of a bigger
assignment. He has also fea-
tured in four Tests (all in
2021), despite an impres-
sive debut against Australia
in Brisbane during the famous
2021 Down Under tour. 

Currently a part of the
Shubman Gill-led side for the
brief T20I series against Zim-
babwe, the 24-year-old came
up with a Player of the Match
performance in the third
T20I in Harare on Wednes-

day but insisted that it will
take continuous improve-
ment and refinement in his
all-around game to cement
his spot in future India squads.

Sundar claimed 3 for 15
with his off-breaks, taking the
wickets of dangerman Sikan-
dar Raza (15) and Johnathan
Campbell (1) in the same
over, before returning later
in the innings to remove
Clive Madande (37) to even-
tually turn the tide in India’s
favour after.

Khaleel Ahmed (1 for 15
from four overs) joined Sun-
dar in the latter stages to sti-
fle the Zimbabweans, and the
spinner credited his team-
mates for keeping their com-
posure in the team's defence
of 182.

“They (Zimbabwe) did
put us under pressure. We had

to bowl to our best and make
sure we restricted them and
if possible pick up some

wickets as well, break that par-
ticular partnership (of
Madande and Dion Myers)

as well. I think all of us real-
ly executed the plans that we
spoke about very well,” he

said.  With almost a whole T20
World Cup-winning squad sit-
ting the tour out, and the
retirement of Rohit Sharma,
Virat Kohli and Ravindra
Jadeja from the format, a
number of players on India's
fringes have made the African
voyage, taking a 2-1 lead in
the five-match series.

The tour proves to be
important in the moulding
of India’s team for future T20
World Cup campaigns, most
notably their title defence on
home soil (sharing hosting
rights with Sri Lanka), with
at least three spots from the
successful 2024 squad up
for grabs. 

Sundar, who played a key
role in India's famous Test win
over Australia in Brisbane to
claim the Border-Gavaskar
series, is yet to make an

appearance in a global event
in white ball cricket, but reit-
erates his passions and efforts
to continue in a bid to fea-
ture at a World Cup.

“It’s a great opportunity for
me to play for India. That's
a great blessing for me. I
need to be there every sin-
gle day giving my 100 per cent.
And that's something I have
not compromised on. I've
always been giving 100 per
cent every season, every sin-
gle practice session, and
obviously in games as well,”
he felt.

“It keeps me just in the
present and obviously it's
very important to be in the
present and just just put up
those good performances
regularly,” Sundar added. 

India, meanwhile look to
claim a series win in the

fourth T20I on Sunday, and
Sundar believes the experi-
ence and lessons from ear-
lier in the series bode well for
his side in pursuit of victo-
ry.

“Coming here to Zim-
babwe and playing cricket,
I think we are trying to get a
lot more information about
the wickets over here, (and)
the conditions. We didn't
really have so much infor-
mation (for the first game),
as much as we have now,” he
said.

“Obviously there are a lot
of learnings and today (in the
third T20I) we played on a dif-
ferent wicket, so it played a
lot better I would say for
batting. It’s a great opportu-
nity for us to keep compet-
ing with any team that we
play,” he further said.
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�DIFFICULT TO ACCEPT THIS�
Netherlands captain Virgil van Dijk felt that the penalty call in the Euro 2024 semi-final that saw

England level the game should have gone in their favour. The Netherlands fell on the wrong
side of the result after Ollie Watkins scored a late winner to inflict a heartbreak.  Despite
England's win, there was a moment in the game that became the talking point among
the fans and former players. Harry Kane and Denzel Dumfries appeared to have collided
inside the Netherlands box in the 14th minute. Referee Felix Zwayer initially pointed for
a goal kick but reversed his decision to a penalty after VAR reviewed the incident. "It is
difficult to accept this. It has been a tough year. We had a big dream, and we felt we could
have achieved it," he added.

Ramiz Raja impressed with
Arshdeep�s willingness to learn
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 11 JULY 

Former Pakistan skipper
Ramiz Raja was effusive in his
praise for India’s left-arm
quick Arshdeep Singh, one of
the prime architects of the T20
World Cup triumph. 

In the T20 World Cup final
against South Africa on June
29, Arshdeep Singh bowled the
crucial penultimate over of the
match, and gave away just four
runs to finish an impressive
spell of 2 for 20 leaving Hardik
Pandya to defend 16 off the
final six deliveries, which he
did splendidly.

Arshdeep eventually ended
the T20 World Cup 2024 as the
joint highest wicket-taker
with 17 wickets, the same as
Afghanistan's Fazalhaq
Farooqi, ahead of India’s pace
spearhead Jasprit Bumrah
(15 wickets), who bagged the
‘Player of the Tournament’
award. 

Impressed by the Punjab
left-armer’s willingness to
learn and hold his nerves
under pressure, Raja, who
also served as a former chief
of the Pakistan Cricket Board,
felt that Arshdeep is learning
the trade from Bumrah with-
out getting overawed by his
stature as the world’s best
bowler.

“All the bowlers in India's

attack played their role (in the
T20 World Cup victory), some
got hit but most of them
delivered good performanc-
es with their tight bowling and
cleverness on flat tracks that
test you bowling quality, cred-
ibility and credentials. On
that note, the name that first
comes up is that of Arshdeep
Singh,” Raja said.

“Bumrah ke hote hue, ye
craft seekh bhi rahe hain,
par unse dab nahi rahe hain
(with Bumrah there, Arshdeep
is learning from him and not
feeling the pressure because
of Bumrah's presence). It's very
important for him to back him-
self and prove that he is at par
with Bumrah, if not better than
him,” he continued.

“So to challenge himself
that way is very important for
Arshdeep's growth, because
if he will compete with the
world's best bowler, then his
own bowling will touch the
sky,” the former Pakistan
batsman, who was part of the
1992 ODI World Cup-win-
ning team, said on his YouTube
channel ‘Ramiz Speaks’.

The 62-year-old Raja also
hailed Arshdeep's willing-
ness to learn and not let the
pressure get to him.

“He comes on to bowl in
do-or-die situations (death
overs), like if he doesn't deliv-
er, the team will lose and he
might be out of the squad. But
he bowls cleverly and to his
field, when to bowl length balls,
slower balls, can bowl the
slower bouncer as well. So he
offers a lot of advantage to his
team,” Raja said.

Raja also spoke highly of
the quality of the Indian pace-
bowling unit that is gradual-
ly becoming a fearsome attack.

“The important thing
about Indian circuit is that we
are witnessing improvement
in skill level every six months,
not that they fall apart or the
performance dips. The skill
level is going up and there is
a willingness to learn. That's
an important element you see
in Arshdeep's bowling,” he
concluded.

Copa America: Lerma�s header powers
Colombia to 1-0 win over Uruguay

AGENCIES
NORTH CAROLINA, 11 JULY

James Rodriguez's master-
class and a resolute per-
formance from 10-men
Colombia sealed their date
with Argentina in the final fol-
lowing a 1-0 victory over
Uruguay in the Copa Amer-
ica semi-final.

As the final whistle blew
in North Carolina's Bank of
America Stadium, Colombia
players jumped in jubilation
to celebrate their win that
defied the odds to keep
Uruguay's high-flying attack
quiet.

Their determined per-
formance extended their
unbeaten run to a team-
record 28 games. Their last
defeat dates back to Febru-
ary 2022, served to them by

the opposition that awaits
them in the final of the ongo-
ing tournament on Sunday.

Uruguay had their chances
to go in front throughout the
90 minutes but struggled to
guide the ball into the back
of the net.

Liverpool's ace Darwin
Nunez attempted to side-
foot the ball inside the back
of the net, but his shot was a
whisker away from his target
in the 19th minute.

It was Rodriguez who car-
ried the attacking threat and
paved the way for Colombia
to lift their first Copa Amer-
ica title since 2001.

In front of an avid atmos-
phere created by the ecstat-
ic fans, he served the ball to
Jefferson Lerma, who head-
ed the ball into the net in the
39th minute of the game.

Despite going in front,
Colombia's task to defend
their slender one-goal advan-
tage became an intricate
affair. Defender Daniel Munoz
swung his elbow at Uruguay's
Manuel Ugarte, was shown a
second yellow card and got
sent off the field in the first-
half stoppage time.

With time running out,
Uruguay decided to intro-
duce one of their most pro-
lific strikers, Luis Suarez, into
the thick of the action.

In the 71st minute, he had
the opportunity to bring the
game back on level terms
but failed to deliver in the deci-
sive moment.

Colombia struck the cross-
bar in the final minutes of the
game, but one goal turned out
to be sufficient to seal their
date with Argentina in the final.

Durand Cup 2024: The

group stage draw for the

upcoming 133rd edition of

the Durand Cup 2024 foot-

ball tournament was

unveiled on Thursday, prom-

ising a slate of exciting

matchups. Interestingly,

defending champions

Mohun Bagan and East Ben-

gal, the two finalists from

the previous edition, have

been drawn together in the

same group, as per a press

release from ISL. Scheduled

to commence on July 27,

2024, the tournament will

feature 24 teams, including

those from the ISL, I-League,

and invitational teams from

the Armed Forces. Notably,

international teams will also

feature with Nepal's Tribhu-

van Army FC and

Bangladesh Army Football

Team, both returning from

the previous edition. This

year, Jamshedpur and Shil-

long join Kokrajhar and

Kolkata as host cities, with

each hosting group stage

fixtures. Kolkata, the main

venue, will host three

groups, while Jamshedpur,

Shillong, and Kokrajhar will

each host one group. The

tournament will follow a

round-robin league format

with knockout stages, culmi-

nating in the finals at

Kolkata's Vivekananda Yuba

Bharati Krirangan. In total,

43 matches will be played

and the top teams from

each group, along with the

two best second-placed

teams, will advance to the

knockout phase.

Ganguly buys Kolkata
Royal Tigers team ahead
of Indian Racing Festival
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 11 JULY 

Gearing up for its third season,
the Indian Racing Festival
received a major shot in the
arm with former India crick-
et captain Sourav Ganguly
becoming an owner of the
Kolkata Royal Tigers Racing
team ahead of the 2024 sea-
son.  Conceptualised by Rac-
ing Promotions, the Indian Rac-
ing Festival is designed to
captivate the growing motor-
sport fan base in India. The fes-
tival encompasses two main
championships: the Indian
Racing League (IRL) and the
Formula 4 Indian Champi-
onship (F4IC).

With eight city-based
teams—Kolkata, Hyderabad,
Bangalore, Chennai, Delhi,
Goa, Kochi, and Ahmedabad—
set to compete from August to
November this year, the Indi-
an Racing Festival promises an
exhilarating season of high-
speed action. Kolkata is set to
participate for the first time,
adding an extra layer of excite-
ment to the competition.

With Ganguly’s Kolkata
Royal Tigers entering the fray,
the upcoming season prom-
ises to be another thrilling
experience for fans. Express-
ing his enthusiasm for the
association, Ganguly said,

“Motorsports has always been
a passion of mine while this
opportunity not only allows me
to contribute to the growth of
motorsport in Kolkata but
also aligns with my belief in
fostering a culture of excellence
and sportsmanship. Togeth-
er with the Kolkata Royal
Tigers, we aim to build a strong
legacy in the Indian Racing Fes-
tival and inspire a new gen-
eration of motorsport enthu-
siasts, making the Kolkata
Royal Tigers a formidable force
in the Festival.”

Notably, Ganguly, who has
an illustrious career repre-
senting India in over 113 Tests
and 311 ODIs, is also involved
keenly with Indian Super
League side ATK Mohun Bagan. 

Commenting on the asso-
ciation with Dada, as Gangu-
ly is popularly known, Akhilesh
Reddy, Chairman and Man-
aging Director of RPPL, said,
“Ganguly’s influence is set to
inspire a new generation of
motorsport enthusiasts across
India, igniting passion and
driving young athletes towards
greatness. Additionally, his
association is expected to sig-
nificantly enhance awareness
of the Indian Racing Festival
(IRF) among a broader audi-
ence, further solidifying its
position as a premier motor-
sport event in India.”

CT: BCCI bats for hybrid
model so India won�t travel
to Pakistan, say sources

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 11 JULY

Team India is unlikely to
travel to Pakistan for the 2025
Champions Trophy as the
BCCI will propose a hybrid
model to International Crick-
et Council (ICC), the sources
told IANS.

The Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) has proposed that the
ICC Champions Trophy will
be scheduled from February
19 to March 9, 2025 with all
the matches to take place
across three major cities --
Karachi, Rawalpindi and
Lahore -- refusing to opt for
a hybrid model for India's
matches. PCB has also pro-
posed Lahore as base for
Team India for the tournament
including India vs Pakistan
match to be played in the city
due to the security reasons.

Last year, Pakistan had

the hosting rights for the
Asia Cup 2023 but the Indi-
an government did not give
approval to the team to trav-
el and their matches were
shifted to Sri Lanka.

The Indian cricket team
has not played in Pakistan
since the Asia Cup in 2008 and
the two sides play each other
only at ICC or ACC events.

In their last meeting in the
T20 World Cup 2024 last
month, India defeated Pak-
istan by six runs in the group
stage and went on to lift their
second title.

The ICC Champions Tro-
phy 2025 will be the first
major international cricket
tournament hosted solely by
Pakistan. Previously, Pak-
istan had co-hosted the 1996
Cricket World Cup with India
and Sri Lanka and before
that co-hosted the Reliance
Cup with India in 1987.


