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THE WASHINGTON TIMES

President Biden delivered a defi ant 
message Monday to panicked Demo-
cratic Party leaders: He is not quitting 
his reelection campaign because it would 
disregard the will of primary voters.

Working to shore up support for his 
candidacy, Mr. Biden angrily resisted 
Democrats plotting behind his back to 
drop him from the 2024 ticket because 
of his advanced age and deteriorating 
mental and physical health.

“We had a Democratic nomination 
process and the voters have spoken 
clearly and decisively,” the president, 
81, wrote to Democrats as they returned 
to Capitol Hill from an Independence 
Day recess. “The voters — and the vot-
ers alone — decide the nominee of the 
Democratic Party.”

Mr. Biden is suddenly battling mem-
bers of his party who are increasingly 
concerned about his viability as a candi-
date and his ability to serve another term 
after his disastrous debate performance 
in Atlanta last month.

Polls show he has consistently lost 
ground in the race against former Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

The president phoned MSNBC on 
Monday morning and dared “party 
elites” to try to remove him from the 
ticket when Democrats gather for their 
nominating convention Aug. 19-22 in 
Chicago.

“They know so much more,” Biden 
said sarcastically of those trying to push 
him aside. “If any of these guys don’t 
think I should run, run against me. Go 
ahead, announce for president. Chal-
lenge me at the convention.”

He delivered the same message to 
skittish Democratic donors on a private 
call Monday, which was meant to subdue 

DEMOCRATS

Defi ant Biden lashes 
out at ‘party elites,’ 
clings to will of voters
Dares doubters with convention challenge

BY SETH MCLAUGHLIN AND KERRY PICKET

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The Republican National Committee 
took cues from presumptive presidential 
nominee Donald Trump on Monday 
and made a giant step toward passing a 
party platform that softens its stance on 
federal abortion limits.

The RNC’s platform committee 
signed off  on a Trump-inspired vision 
that omits the party’s embrace of a 
human life amendment to the Constitu-
tion and a 20-week federal ban on most 
abortions.

Mr. Trump’s fi ngerprints are all over 
the platform, typical for a party’s pre-
sumptive presidential nominee.

The 16-page platform is dedicated 
to the “forgotten men and women of 
America” and calls for a “return to 
commonsense.”

It pledges to:
• Unleash oil and gas production,

curb wasteful spending and cut federal 
regulations.

• Complete the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der wall, put troops on the border and 
begin the largest deportation program 
in history.

• Make the 2017 Trump income tax
cuts permanent, enact reciprocal trade 
deals, and return American astronauts to 
“the Moon and onward to Mars.”

• Make housing, education and health 
care more aff ordable.

• Protect Social Security, strengthen
Medicare and adopt universal school 
choice.

• Restore law and order, stop “woke
and weaponized government” and de-
fend religious liberty.

The Republican National Convention 
will take up the platform next week. The 

CAMPAIGN 2024

Trump-inspired platform 
eases stance on abortion
Republican committee approves vision

BY SEAN SALAI

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Vince Gregg, principal of Blue Ridge 
Technical Center in Front Royal, Vir-
ginia, says he learned the hard way about 
the costs of accumulating four years of 
college debt.

Mr. Gregg graduated from the Uni-
versity of Virginia in 2005 with a bach-
elor’s degree in government, but he 
couldn’t repay his $60,000 in student 
loan debt until he obtained a master’s de-
gree in education and a teaching license.

Now, he trains 600 students from two 
public high schools in Warren County to 
become cooks, auto mechanics, electri-
cians, biomedical technicians and police 
offi  cers instead of pursuing four-year 
college programs that may not pay their 
bills.

“More students are gravitating to-
wards the trades because it’s hands-on 
and you can make a lucrative career for 
yourself right out of high school without 
fi nancing $150,000 of debt to attend a 
four-year college,” Mr. Gregg said. “If the 
job you want requires a college degree, 

obviously you have to do that, but I think 
education needs to be about getting a 
livable wage in the kind of job you want.”

Enrollment has grown at Blue Ridge 
and similar programs as the costs of 
four-year programs soar and employers 
eliminate college degree requirements.

Some students take dual-enrolled 
courses at local colleges to become certi-
fi ed upon graduation, but most enroll in 
trade programs after high school.

Pinellas Technical College’s 

HIGHER EDUCATION

Doubts on degrees help fi ll trade schools
Students forgo hefty loans, take fast track to lucrative careers

BY STEPHEN DINAN

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

You’ve heard the horror stories of 
illegal immigrant children forced into 
sex traffi  cking or labor traffi  cking. Jarrod 
Sadulski, an expert on smuggling, can 
tell you how those children end up in 
the hands of the cartels in the fi rst place.

Mr. Sadulski has been studying the 
cartels and talking with migrants on 
both sides of the border and is revealing 
horrifying details of what the smugglers 
do to children.

Nearly every single migrant from 
Central America or South America is 
robbed in some way, he said. Some 
are killed if they can’t pay. Others are 
kidnapped and taken to Western Union 
to collect money from family members.

Children are stolen from families 
south of the border and become unac-
companied alien children in the U.S. The 
government sends them to communities 
across the country, where a grim fate 
often awaits: occasionally sex traffi  cking, 
but usually forced labor.

“The cartels are exploiting this by 
having children placed with sponsors 
who exploit the children for profi t,” Mr. 

Sadulski said.
He is scheduled to appear before a 

Republican Senate roundtable on Tues-
day to talk about his fi ndings.

Mr. Sadulski recently completed a 
border trip, including a shelter visit in 
McAllen, Texas. The facility’s staff  told 
him one woman refused to let go of her 

IMMIGRATION

Cartels prey on youngest 
migrants to profi t from 
grim traffi  cking schemes

White House logs show 
Parkinson’s doctor visits
Purposes of trips not disclosed, but 

Biden’s fi tness questioned. A4

BY ANDREW SALMON

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA | Japan and the 
Philippines signed a bilateral security 
deal Monday as part of a growing net 
of relationships involving U.S. allied 
democracies across and beyond the 
Indo-Pacifi c region.

The deal is expected to accelerate 
defense ties between the two nations, 
which have clashed in maritime territo-
rial disputes with China in recent years.

The Reciprocal Access Agreement, 
designed to promote the smooth bi-
lateral transfer of manpower, equip-
ment and arms, was signed in Manila. 

Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos 
Jr. watched as Japanese Foreign Minister 
Yoko Kamikawa and Philippine Defense 
Minister Gilberto Teodoro offi  cially ap-
proved the deal.

Ms. Kamikawa hailed the agreement 
as “a landmark achievement,” and Mr. 
Teodoro called it a “milestone in our 
shared endeavor to ensure a rules-based 
international order.”

After the signing, the nations’ defense 
and foreign ministers held a “two-plus-
two” meeting at the presidential palace.

With U.S. missions stretching forces 
worldwide while China builds up mas-
sive naval power in the region, the Biden 
administration has sought to expand 

defense partnerships among East Asia’s 
democracies, which lack any overarch-
ing NATO-style multilateral alliance.

Washington expressed approval of 
the deal.

“Another layer in the latticework of 
Indo-Pacifi c security partnerships,” U.S. 
Ambassador to Japan Rahm Emanuel 
wrote on the social media site X. “Com-
ing on the heels of Japan’s provision of 
coast guard ships to the Philippines, the 
historical reciprocal access agreement 
just signed between two of our allies not 
only boosts their cooperation and capa-
bilities but also reinforces our collective 

SECURITY

U.S. cheers as Japan, Philippines tighten alliance against Chinese expansionism
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HOT COMMODITY: Interest in vocational/technical training programs has outpaced enrollment in four-year college 
programs as the Biden and Trump campaigns promote workforce development ahead of the November presidential election.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

DOUBLING STRENGTH: Philippine Gen. Romeo Brawner Jr. (left ) and Japanese 
Gen. Yoshihide Yoshida met Monday aft er the bilateral defense pact was signed.
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IN PERIL: Members of a Republican 
Senate roundtable will hear Tuesday 
how smuggling cartels trap migrant 
children in horrifying conditions.

» see DEAL | A9
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HAVING HIS SAY: Republican 
presidential candidate Donald Trump 
has warned pro-life candidates against 
pushing their principles too hard.

» see PLATFORM | A5

» see BIDEN | A4



TRUMP-THEMED CONVENTION
Any residual anti-Trump sentiment appears 

to be rapidly fading among those organizing the 
fast-approaching Republican National Conven-
tion. The daily themes of the event all refl ect 
former President Donald Trump’s basic tenets.

Here they are, ready to be introduced at the 
convention, set for July 15-18 in Milwaukee — 
and verbatim from the Republican National 
Committee.

Opening day — a Monday — is “Make 
America Wealthy Once Again”; Day 2 is “Make 
America Safe Once Again”; Day 3 features “Make 
America Strong Once Again”; and Day 4 is a 
showcase for “Make America Great Again.”

There is a list of 20 offi  cial “promises” that 
organizers vow will be addressed,

They include a vow to “seal” U.S. borders and 
carry out the “largest deportation in American 
history,” end infl ation, “prevent World War III,” 
keep men out of women’s sports and unite the 
country — among other things.

“America needs determined Republican 
leadership at every level of government to ad-
dress the core threats to our very survival: Our 
disastrously open border, our weakened econ-
omy, crippling restrictions on American Energy 
Production, our depleted military, attacks on the 
American system of justice, and much more,” the 
committee said in a news release issued Monday.

“When America is united, confi dent, and com-
mitted to our principles, it will never fail. Today 
and together, with love for our country, faith in 
our people, and trust in God’s good grace, we will 
make America great again!” the committee said.

HERE COMES THE BOOK
In the meantime, former President Don-

ald Trump’s recent legal experiences will be 

explored in a new book.
“New York Times reporter Jonah Bromwich 

has sold world rights to his defi nitive account 
of Donald Trump’s recent New York trial and 
conviction to Authors Equity, A New York 
City based publisher,” according to Publishers 
Weekly.

“Author Equity said the as-yet untitled work, 
based on the author’s daily reporting of the trial, 
will ‘color in the lines of this unforgettable New 
York panorama’ and detail its ‘historic stakes and 
larger-than-life characters’ — including ‘a tabloid 
impresario, a mess-making fi xer, a counterpunch-
ing porn star, the reality-television president 
himself,’ and ‘an enigmatic D.A.’ The book will be 
published in 2025,” Publishers Weekly said in a 
statement Monday.

ON THE RADAR
Here’s an event of note at The Heritage Foun-

dation, set for Thursday.
The organization’s 2024 Transition Integrity 

Project will publicly roll out a unique report 
on the integrity of the presidential election, 

according to the organization.
“The exercise was supported by fi fty experts 

spanning multiple disciplines and a cross section 
of the ideological spectrum. Former Democratic 
Sen. Bob Torricelli and Kevin Roberts, president 
of Heritage, will address election interference 
issues and how the Transition Integrity Project 
is anticipating certain moves from the Left that 
could interfere with fair election results,” the 
organization said in a news release released 
Monday.

“The public event will be on-the-record, and 
there will be time for questions following the 
remarks,” it said.

A livestream of the event will air on The Heri-
tage Foundation’s YouTube channel and across 
its social media platforms. The event begins at 3 
p.m. Eastern time.

“Speakers will highlight the dangers addressed 
in the report, including the weaponization of 
government, the deliberate use of disinforma-
tion by media and the intelligence community, 
and lawfare that aims to undermine state-level 
rules and election protocol,” a description of the 
upcoming event posted to YouTube stated.

Find the foundation at Heritage.org.

HERITAGE PART 2
And here’s one more thing to consider:
“The Heritage Foundation’s nonpartisan 

commission on China and COVID-19 unveiled 
a new report on China’s negligence and lack of 
transparency during the pandemic. This mal-
feasance led to enormous economic and human 
costs — including at least $18 trillion in economic 
costs to the United States and more than 1 mil-
lion American deaths,” the organization said in a 
statement released Monday.

“The commission, chaired by the 6th U.S. 
Director of National Intelligence, John Ratcliff e, 
features nine highly esteemed individuals from 
the fi elds of medicine, law, intelligence, academia, 
and national security. The report primarily fo-
cuses on China’s coverup of the virus rather than 
the origin of the virus and provides legal and 
legislative solutions to hold them accountable,” 
the statement added.

BIRD’S-EYE VIEW
Rep. Jennifer Ann Kiggans — a Republican 

representing Virginia’s 2nd Congressional 
District — is seeking reelection with a campaign 
boost from a feathered friend.

That would be Barbie, the Kiggans family 
parakeet, who has been named “Tweet Executive 
Offi  cer for Kiggans for Congress,” according to 
a good-humored campaign outreach that does 
indeed quote Barbie and her opinions about the 
current White House.

“Everyone is chirping about Joe Biden’s econ-
omy, but even a bird can realize his policies are 
just not working,” the campaign said in a written 
statement, on behalf of Barbie of course.

“From high infl ation to a crisis at our southern 
border, Joe Biden has caused a bird-en to every 
family in America. But with your help, we can 
change all of that in November. Jen Kiggans is like 
a hawk working overtime to bring relief to families 
in Virginia and across the country,” Barbie added.

“Now, you can tell me to fl y outta here, but 
the future of our country is on the line. So please, 
I’m talon you, just $5 is all it takes to take back 
America from the grips of Joe Biden. Toucan do 
it,” the spokesbird said.

Ms. Kiggins, by the way, is a former Navy heli-
copter pilot married to a retired Navy F/A-18 pilot. 
Find her campaign at jenforcongress.com.

POLL DU JOUR
• 63% of registered U.S. voters think former

President Donald Trump “has a vision for the 
country.”

• 60% think he can “get things done.”
• 52% think he “has the right experience” to be

president.
• 46% think he “will keep his promises.”
• 44% think he “cares about people” like

themselves.
• 33% think he is “honest and trustworthy.”
• 33% think he “can bring the nation together.”

SOURCE: A SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY/USA TODAY SURVEY OF 1,000 REGISTERED 
U.S. VOTERS CONDUCTED BY TELEPHONE JUNE 28-30 AND RELEASED MONDAY.

• Find Jennifer Harper on X @HarperBulletin,
on Facebook @HarperUniverse.

BIDEN’S HEALTH

White House says foreign leaders at ease
The White House said Monday that President 

Biden, who faces growing questions at home 
doesn’t need to prove anything to foreign leaders 
when he hosts the NATO Summit in Washington 
with trans-Atlantic allies this week.

Mr. Biden’s debate performance raised ques-
tions about his ability to function as president 
and the NATO summit from Tuesday to Thurs-
day will be his fi rst major diplomatic test, though 
the administration claims not to see it that way.

“I don’t believe that’s the case,” National Secu-
rity Council John Kirby said. “We’re not picking 
up any signs of that at all, quite the contrary.”

Some foreign leaders are fretting about the 
possible return of former President Donald 
Trump and his “America First” agenda. But 
media reports have suggested that foreign allies 
are getting skittish about Mr. Biden’s mental acu-
ity, though Mr. Kirby downplayed those reports.

 — Tom Howell Jr.

WHITE HOUSE

Host gone for using pre-fed questions
A radio host from Philadelphia has parted 

ways with her station after she admitted to using 
prewritten questions from the Biden campaign in 
an interview with President Biden.

Andrea Lawful-Sanders and WURD “mutually 
agreed to part ways, eff ective immediately,” the 
company said in a statement.

“The interview featured predetermined ques-
tions provided by the White House, which vio-
lates our practice of remaining an independent 
media outlet accountable to our listeners,” said 
Sara Lomax, president and CEO of WURD Radio.

The interview Wednesday was the fi rst given 
by the president after his shaky debate perfor-
mance on June 27.

— Mallory Wilson

HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

Panel delays Bragg hearing on Trump
House Republicans have postponed a hearing 

with Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg 
to question him about former President Donald 
Trump’s criminal hush money case because Mr. 
Trump’s sentencing date has been pushed back.

Mr. Bragg and one of the case’s top prosecu-
tors, Michael Colangelo, were expected to attend 
a hearing Friday with the House Judiciary Com-
mittee’s select subcommittee on government 
weaponization.

Mr. Trump was originally to be sentenced 
on Thursday for falsifying business records to 
conceal payments to porn star Stormy Daniels in 
2016. Mr. Bragg had said he would not appear for 
the hearing until Mr. Trump has been sentenced, 
which is now set for Sept. 18.

 — Mallory Wilson

BIDEN’S HEALTH

Tester says Biden must prove fi tness
Sen. Jon Tester of Montana, widely consid-

ered the most vulnerable Democratic senator up 
for reelection in November, suggested Monday 
that he may not be able to back President Biden 
as the party’s presidential nominee.

Mr. Tester stopped short of calling on the 
president to drop out of the race but signaled he 
may get there if Mr. Biden does not do more to 
show he is capable of serving a second term.

“President Biden has got to prove to the 
American people — including me — that he’s up 
to the job for another four years,” Mr. Tester said 
in a statement to a Montana NBC affi  liate.

“I’ll continue to do what I’ve always done: 
Stand up to President Biden when he’s wrong 
and protect our Montana way of life,” he said.

 — Lindsey McPherson 
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The Republican Party and former Presi-
dent Donald Trump pledged to keep the Su-
preme Court at nine justices and reject any 
attempt by Democrats to pack the court, in 
the party’s platform released Monday.

In the document adopted by the Republi-
can National Committee’s Platform Com-
mittee, GOP offi  cials vow to stop what they 
say is the left’s “weaponization” of govern-
ment and the courts — including any assault 
on liberty. 

“We will maintain the Supreme Court 
as it was always meant to be, at 9 Justices. 
We will not allow the Democrat Party to 
increase this number, as they would like to 

do, by 4, 6, 8, 10, and even 12 Justices. We 
will block them at every turn,” the platform 
reads.

The pushback comes after some Demo-
cratic lawmakers have vowed retaliation 
for the high court’s ruling in favor of Mr. 
Trump in his immunity battle from criminal 
prosecutions.

Sen. Elizabeth Warren, Massachusetts 
Democrat, posted on X the day after that 
decision that President Biden should add 
liberal justices to the bench to counter the 
6-3 conservative majority cemented by Mr. 
Trump during his term in offi  ce.

— Alex Swoyer

SUPREME COURT

GOP platform vows to fi ght any eff ort to pack high court with extra justices
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BY MALLORY WILSON

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban pre-
dicted that former President Donald Trump would 
win the November election and said the change in 
leadership would be “good for the world.”

Mr. Orban praised Mr. Trump during his Sunday 
interview with Axel Springer media outlets, includ-
ing Politico, and called him a “self-made man [who 
takes a] diff erent approach to everything.”

“He is the man of peace. Under his four-year 
term, he did not initiate a single war, and he did 

a lot in order to create peace in 
old confl icts in very complicated 
areas of the world,” Mr. Orban 
said.

The Hungarian leader, who is 
often criticized for his pro-Rus-
sian views, criticized the Biden 
administration’s approach to the 
Russia-Ukraine war and blamed 
Washington for the lack of peace 
talks.

“China has a peace plan. America runs a war 
policy,” he said. “And Europe, instead of having 

our autonomous strategic approach and position, 
we are simply copying the American position.”

Reports last month revealed that Mr. Trump had 
been shown a plan that would force Ukraine into 
peace talks with Russia, and Reuters reported that 
Mr. Trump responded favorably to it.

The former president has said that he could end 
the war quickly if he is elected, but has never said 
how he would do that.

When asked about the plan, Mr. Orban said the 
change in leadership “will provide new chances.”

His comments come after he met with Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in Kyiv and 

Russian President Vladimir Putin.
He defended the meetings with Mr. Putin, say-

ing that someone needs to take charge and discuss 
peace.

“The job for me now is not to say … who is 
good, who is bad. The situation is obvious,” he 
said, explicitly stating that Russia invaded Ukraine. 
“But I would not like to be indulged [in] a kind of 
measurement, who is responsible for what, and 
so on. My duty is to concentrate on how we can 
create peace.”

The Washington Times has reached out to the 
White House for comment.

DIPLOMACY

Orban predicts Trump election win that leads to end of Russia-Ukraine war
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Th e Supreme Court will be kept at nine justices, according to the Republican National Committee 
platform released Monday, and any Democratic attempt to pack the court will be rejected.

Orban

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Th e coming Republican National Convention in 
Milwaukee will refl ect the main campaign themes of 
former President Donald Trump.
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This year marks the 71st anniversary of the U.S.-ROK alliance, and the strength and importance of the relationship 
has never been more evident. We are grateful to the United States for its support and help in the past, from the ashes 
of the Korean War in 1950 to the present, where the Republic of Korea now stands as a world leader group. Without 
the steadfast alliance of the United States, we would not have the 9th-largest defense budget in the world and be the 
8th-largest defense exporter in the world.

In the past, ROK has traditionally relied heavily on the United States to supply defense equipment to its armed 
forces. ROK became a major defense industrialist initially in response to the threat of North Korea; but now it has 
transformed itself into a global exporter of defense goods. This means that South Korea has been able to supply 
nations threatened by communist countries with the weapons they need in a timely manner, fi lling in some of the 
gaps left by other allies.

Today, ROK has evolved from a country that once relied on aid and imports to one that produces and exports its 
own advanced fi ghter jets. According to a recent Morgan Stanley analysis, South Korea’s arms exports reached an 
all-time high of 17.2 billion dollars in 2022. It has signed major contracts with Poland for K2 tanks, K-9 self-propelled 
artillery and FA-50 multi-role fi ghter jets, among other major contracts.

Among ROK’s many defense products is the T-50 jet trainer, a joint venture between ROK and the United States. 
This trainer has similarities to the U.S. F-16 and is a joint U.S.-ROK creation. The T-50 has been fl ying in the ROK Air 
Force for more than 20 years now and has recently been exported to Malaysia and Poland, thus realizing the shared 
interests of the two countries.

The T-50 jet trainer is made up of more than 50% U.S.-made components, which supports U.S. national interests. 
Furthermore, the collaboration contributes to the defense of democracies by expediting arms imports to countries in 
urgent need.

Currently, the T-50 has been exported to eight countries to defend their airspace. It is also optimized for joint 
operations and exercises to maximize interoperability among democratic countries. This fosters deeper cooperation, 
trust, mutual responsibility, and collaboration, contributing to peace and security not only on the Korean Peninsula, 
but also in the Indo-Pacifi c region and beyond.

Many countries around the world are currently facing a pilot shortage. A combat pilot cannot be made in a day; it 
takes a long time and requires a lot of experience and hard work. Now, Korea wants to contribute to the security and 
prosperity of the United States by supporting the training of American pilots. We look forward to building a stronger 
US-ROK relationship through defense cooperation.

Major General (Ret.) Shin, Kyoung Soo
Secretary General of Korea-US Alliance Foundation (Former ROK Defense Attache to the U.S.A.)

What South Korea’s defense capabilities and 
exports mean for the U.S.-ROK alliance

Advertisement Advertisement
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Former President Donald Trump’s new proposal 
to exclude tips from federal taxes is getting strong 
reviews from some Republican lawmakers, though 
major questions remain about the impact of the 
policy and how it would work.

What’s certain is that a change in the taxation of 
tips would aff ect millions. The U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics estimates there are 2.24 million waiters and 
waitresses across the country, with tips making up a 
large percentage of their income.

A look at what Mr. Trump is proposing and the 
possible political and economic ramifi cations:

Mr. Trump announced his tax-free-tips plan at a 
June 9 rally in Nevada, a key battleground state with 
six electoral votes in the race for the White House. 
President Biden won the state in 2020, but the Trump 
campaign hopes to put the state in play this fall.

Nevada has the highest concentration of tipped 
workers in the country, with about 25.8 waiters and 
waitresses per 1,000 jobs, followed by Hawaii and 
Florida.

“To those hotel workers and people who get tips, 

you are going to be very happy, because when I get to 
offi  ce we are going to not charge taxes on tips, people 
making tips,” Mr. Trump said at the rally. “We’re 
going to do that right away, fi rst thing in offi  ce.”

The pitch sets up a sharp political contrast 
between Democrats and Republicans. While Mr. 
Trump assumes that a tax cut would help work-
ers, Democrats have generally endorsed eff orts to 
increase hourly wages — and it’s an open question 
which approach resonates more with voters.

The Culinary Union, which represents 60,000 
workers in Las Vegas and Reno and is backing Mr. 
Biden, dismissed Mr. Trump’s plan as a stunt.

“Relief is defi nitely needed for tip earners, but 
Nevada workers are smart enough to know the dif-
ference between real solutions and wild campaign 
promises from a convicted felon.” Culinary Union 
Secretary-Treasurer Ted Pappageorge said in a 
statement.

Lael Brainard, director of the White House Na-
tional Economic Council, declined to speak to the 
idea fl oated by Mr. Trump because, as a federal em-
ployee, she’s not supposed to talk campaign politics.

“What I can say is that President Biden has fought 
for real solutions that actually address workers’ 

legitimate need for fair wages, we think, much more 
eff ectively,” she said, adding that tipped workers in 
Nevada would get a $6,000 income boost from a 
higher minimum wage and the elimination of the 
tipped minimum wage.

Mr. Trump has not specifi ed whether he wants 
to exempt tips from just income taxes or the payroll 
tax as well. The payroll tax funds Medicare and 
Social Security.

For workers, a blanket exemption would mean 
more take-home pay. And for the federal govern-
ment, it could mean larger budget defi cits.

The Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget, 
a nonpartisan fi scal watchdog group, has estimated 
that exempting tips from both income and payroll 
taxes would reduce federal revenues by $150 billion 
to $250 billion over the next decade.

The committee said exempting tips from taxa-
tion would also lead employers and workers to 
reclassify wages as tips where possible. The more 
that happens, the more that federal defi cits would 
increase. A 10% increase in tips, for example, would 
bump up the committee’s projection for lost federal 
revenue to a range of $165 billion to $275 billion over 
the next decade.

Congress undoubtedly would examine Mr. 
Trump’s proposal on tips as it considers which por-
tions of the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act are allowed 

to expire after next year, including the lower indi-
vidual tax rates.

Rep. Vern Buchanan, Florida Republican, a senior 
House Ways and Means Committee member, said 
lawmakers will have to consider the overall cost of 
the tips proposal and how to pay for it.

“I want to be sensitive because they work hard, 
you can’t fi nd enough waiters, and obviously a big 
part of their earnings is tips,” Mr. Buchanan said. 
“All these programs sound good. Everybody would 
like to pay less taxes, but we’ve got to pay the bills.”

Like many tax proposals, Mr. Trump’s push to 
exempt tips could have unintended consequences.

Howard Gleckman, a senior fellow at the Tax 
Policy Center, a joint venture of the Urban Institute 
and Brookings Institution, argues that Mr. Trump’s 
proposal could backfi re for many tipped workers.

Some customers may respond to tax-free tips 
by reducing their gratuity. Secondly, it could take 
the steam out of eff orts in some states to gradually 
increase the minimum wage for tipped workers so 
that their base pay is in line with the minimum wage 
for other workers.

“The lure of tax-free income could turn many 
workers against the shift from tips to wages,” Mr. 
Gleckman wrote in a blog post.

 Democrats have largely dismissed Mr. Trump’s 
proposal as a gimmick to win over voters. 

CAMPAIGN 2024

Questions remain over Trump’s tax-free tips proposal for workers
GOP gives strong reviews with Democrats skeptical
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House Republicans have introduced a bill that 
would make public disclosure of a university’s 
campus protest policies a requirement for federal 
accreditation.

The “No Tax Dollars for College Encampments 
Act” would amend the Higher Education Act of 
1965 and require universities to adhere to their 
own procedures and reporting requirements when 
responding to campus civil unrest.

“Last school year, makeshift encampments 
were allowed to fl ourish on campuses across the 
country, disrupting classes and intimidating Jewish 
students. This is unacceptable,” said Rep. Jim Banks 
of Indiana, who co-authored the bill.

He said his legislation holds “woke universi-
ties accountable and ensures they enforce protest 
rules fairly and equally, not only when it fi ts their 
political agenda.”

House GOP Conference Chair Elise Stefanik 
of New York, the bill’s other co-author, said she 
wanted to prevent “disgraceful mob riots” such 
as those seen at Columbia University from taking 
over campuses nationwide.

She said the bill is intended to ensure school 
leaders are enforcing policies “against hostile 
campus takeovers” and any university offi  cials who 
fail to “stand up for our Jewish community will be 
held accountable.”

Mr. Banks and Ms. Stefanik are members of 
the House Education and Workforce Committee.

The top Democrat on the committee, Rep, 
Bobby Scott of Virginia, did not respond to a re-
quest for comment.

Several conservative organizations support 
the legislation including Heritage Action, Parents 
Defending Education Action and the American 
Principles Project.

Law enforcement authorities across the country 
last month shut down anti-Israel protester encamp-
ments at universities. The encampment protests 
started at Columbia, where students demanded 
the school divest from Israel and companies sup-
porting the Jewish state.

Columbia University Apartheid Divest, a coali-
tion of 116 diff erent groups that supported the anti-
Israel encampment, did not respond to a request 
for comment.

The Banks-Stefanik bill was introduced on the 
heels of the committee’s release of a chain of text 
messages from four Columbia \ administrators who 
mocked concerns about antisemitism on campus.

During a May 31 event titled “Jewish Life on 
Campus: Past, Present and Future,” three univer-
sity administrators exchanged jokes about Jewish 
campus leaders exploiting antisemitism to raise 
money and scrutinized the experiences of Jews 
on campus.

The university suspended all three administra-
tors while it investigates them.

Mr. Banks and Ms. Stefanik questioned univer-
sity offi  cials at congressional hearings from dif-
ferent top-tier schools about allowing antisemitic 
protests on their campuses in the wake of Hamas’s 
deadly Oct. 7 terrorist attack.

He asked Columbia President Minouche Shafi k 
about an orientation glossary that was passed out 
to new students at the Columbia University School 
of Social Work. 

The document that had been shared with in-
coming students defi nes Ashkenormativity as “a 
system of oppression that favors white Jewish folx.” 

HOUSE

GOP bill targets 
antisemitism on 
college campuses
Must reveal their protest 
policies for accreditation
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The public is split on whether 
former President Donald Trump 
should go to prison after a New 
York jury found him guilty of 
criminally concealing a hush 
payment to a porn star near the 
2016 election. But a clear majority 
approves of Hunter Biden’s gun 
charge conviction and thinks he 
should do time.

Views about Mr. Trump’s 
plight fall along partisan lines 

but, overall, 48% of Americans 
think Mr. Trump should do time 
while 50% think he should not, 
according to the poll from The 
Associated Press-NORC Center 
for Public Aff airs.

Half of independents think 
Mr. Trump should spend time in 
the slammer while 46% do not. 
Meanwhile, 78% of Democrats 
think he should go to prison and 
only 12% of Republicans want him 
behind bars.

Mr. Trump, the presumptive 
GOP nominee for president, faces 

up to four years in prison on his 
conviction of 34 felony counts of 
falsifying business records. He is 
unlikely to face a lengthy term, 
given his lack of a criminal record 
and the logistics of sending the Se-
cret Service into prison with him.

State Supreme Court Judge 
Juan Merchan is grappling with 
whether there will be a sentencing 
at all. He pushed back the sentenc-
ing hearing to Sept. 18 to consider 
if the Supreme Court’s decision 
on presidential immunity should 
invalidate the conviction.

Defense attorneys say prosecu-
tors submitted improper evidence 
about Mr. Trump’s offi  cial acts as 
president. Prosecutors disagree 
but said they were fi ne with a 
delay to argue and settle the de-
fense motion in the coming weeks.

The sentencing date falls 
weeks after Mr. Trump is set to 
accept the GOP nomination in 
Milwaukee and several weeks 
before Election Day. The former 
president is set for a rematch 
against President Biden, unless 
the Democratic incumbent steps 

aside because of concerns about 
his age and cognitive abilities after 
a poor debate performance.

A federal jury in Delaware 
found the president’s son guilty 
of three felony charges related to 
his 2018 purchase of a gun. Pros-
ecutors said Hunter Biden lied on 
an application form by claiming he 
was not addicted to or using drugs.

The AP poll said 60% of peo-
ple approved of the conviction 
while roughly a third, 32%, did 
not. Nearly six in 10 Democrats 
approved of the conviction and 

half of them said he should face 
prison time.

Overall, 57% said Hunter 
Biden should face prison time 
and 41% did not think prison was 
warranted.

While Hunter Biden received 
less sympathy in the poll, the 
public was more likely to be fa-
miliar with Mr. Trump’s case. 
Seventy-seven percent of people 
had heard or read “a lot or some” 
about the case compared to 60% 
who kept up with news about 
Hunter Biden.

COURTS

Poll fi nds Americans divided on whether Trump should face prison time

BY SUSAN FERRECHIO
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A neurologist and Parkin-
son’s disease specialist has 
made nearly a dozen visits 
to the White House Medical 
Unit, visitor logs show, raising 
new questions about President 
Biden’s fi tness for offi  ce as he 
battles eff orts to push him off  
the 2024 ballot.

Dr. Kevin R. Cannard, a 
Bethesda neurologist and move-
ment disorder specialist affi  li-
ated with Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center, visited 
the offi  ce of the White House 
Medical Unit 10 times dating 
back to November 2022, the 
visitor logs show.

The logs, last updated on July 
1, show Dr. Cannard visited the 
White House most recently on 
March 28.

Dr. Cannard met mostly with 
Megan Nasworthy, a medical li-
aison between the White House 
and Walter Reed. This past 
Jan. 17, he met with Dr. Kevin 
O’Connor, the White House 
physician who treats Dr. Biden.

Dr. Cannard’s first White 
House visit, on Nov. 15, 2022, 
involved a meeting with Dr. 
Joshua Simmons, an emergency 
medicine specialist associated 
with Walter Reed and the Wil-
liam Beaumont Army Medical 

Center.
The purposes of Dr. Can-

nard’s visits are not disclosed 
in the logs and it is not known 
whether the visits were at all 
related to the president’s health. 
White House press secretary 
Karine Jean-Pierre on Monday 
refused to confi rm his visits, 
stonewalling that led to bitter 
shouting in the press briefi ng 
room.

Ms. Jean-Pierre suggested 
there are “thousands” of mili-
tary people who could receive 
medical care through the White 
House medical unit, though she 
said privacy precluded her from 
confi rming who saw who, in-
cluding Mr. Biden.

“I am not going to confi rm 
a name,” Ms. Jean-Pierre said. 
“That is not something I am 
going to do.”

Ms. Jean-Pierre said a neu-
rologist did not fi nd any prob-
lems with the president, and Mr. 
Biden is not being treated for 
Parkinson’s or taking medica-
tion for the condition.

But pressed again on Dr. 
Cannard, Ms. Jean-Pierre said 
“I’m not going to confi rm any 
specialist that comes to the 
White House out of privacy.”

She said Mr. Biden has had 
three physicals while president 
and saw a neurologist each time.

“Every year that he has had 

this exam he sees a neurologist,” 
Ms. Jean-Pierre said. “That’s 
three times, right? So I am tell-
ing you that he has seen a neu-
rologist three times while he has 
been in this presidency.”

A White House spokesman 
told the New York Post, “A wide 
variety of specialists from the 
Walter Reed system visit the 
White House complex to treat 
thousands of military personnel 
who work on the grounds.”

Mr. Biden denies having Par-
kinson’s or any neurological dis-
ease, and said he is fi t to serve as 
president and to run for another 
four-year term.

He’s battling to stay on the 
2024 ticket amid a growing list 
of Democratic leaders who want 
him to step aside after public 
appearances that regularly show 
him having diffi  culty speaking 
clearly and remembering words 
or looking lost and frail.

Mr. Biden said he will not 
take a cognitive test to prove 
his fi tness for offi  ce and is “com-
pletely ruling out” withdrawing 
from the ticket.

It’s not clear whether he was 
ever treated by Dr. Cannard, but 
the physician’s training appears 
aligned with what some neurolo-
gists who have merely observed 
the president at a distance say 
appears to be a form of Parkin-
son’s and associated dementia.

Dr. Cannard’s professional 
resume describes him as a move-
ment disorder specialist at Wal-
ter Reed and as “a neurology 
specialist,” and consultant to 
the White House Medical Unit.

Movement disorder treat-
ment is described as “advanced 
care” that can involve treat-
ments such as Botox injections 
into specifi c muscles to relieve 
muscle spasms or excess saliva 
production.

A movement disorder spe-
cialist is also trained to part-
ner with a neurosurgeon to 

determine the best location in 
the brain for a possible deep 
brain stimulation procedure. 
Such specialists are also trained 
to identify non-motor symp-
toms, such as “lightheadedness, 
skin changes, constipation and 
urinary problems, memory loss, 
hallucinations, depression, and 
anxiety,” according to Duke 
Health.

Dr. O’Connor, the White 
House physician, said he “as-
sembled a team” of medical spe-
cialists, including “movement 
disorder neurologic specialists 

to carefully examine and assess 
the president” during his Feb. 
28, 2024 physical exam.

The team concluded “that 
much of his stiff ness is in fact 
a result of degenerative osteo-
arthritic changes of his spine.”

Dr. O’Connor said he con-
ducted “an extremely detailed 
neurologic exam” that found no 
evidence consistent with “cer-
ebellar or other central neuro-
logical disorders such as stroke, 
multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s.”

• Tom Howell Jr. contributed 
to this report.
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Logs show Parkinson’s doctor made 10 visits to White House
Purposes not disclosed, but Biden’s fi tness questioned
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White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre refused to confi rm the visits of a Bethesda neurologist and 
movement disorder specialist, stonewalling that led to bitter shouting in the press briefi ng room Monday.

their panic and encourage them 
to reopen their checkbooks.

“I am going to be the nominee 
of the party,” he told donors. He 
pledged to defeat Mr. Trump.

Mr. Biden is fighting for 
political survival. Democratic 
lawmakers now fear he is drag-
ging down their own campaigns, 
which could cost them their nar-
row control of the Senate and a 
chance to win the House back 
from Republicans.

An Emerson College poll after 
the debate found Mr. Trump 
leading Mr. Biden in six battle-
ground states. In Nevada, a state 
Mr. Biden won in 2020 and where 
Sen. Jacky Rosen, a Democrat, 
is up for reelection, Mr. Trump 
leads by 6 percentage points.

Mr. Biden is also trailing in 
Pennsylvania, where he spent 
his childhood. He won the state 
narrowly in 2020.

“President Biden’s average 
approval rating in the state aligns 
him more closely with fi rst-term 
incumbents who have lost than 
those who have won,” said Frank-
lin & Marshall College Poll Direc-
tor Berwood Yost.

Nationally, Mr. Trump has 
opened a consistent lead over 
Mr. Biden ranging from 2 to 11 
percentage points.

Party lawmakers have publicly 
and privately expressed doubts 
about Mr. Biden’s ability to re-
main on the ticket. Many were 
not reassured by the president’s 
post-debate appearances or his 
July 5 ABC News interview in 
which he committed several 
fl ubs.

The White House press brief-
ing was dominated by reporters 
demanding to know why a Par-
kinson’s disease specialist has 
visited the White House nearly 
a dozen times amid speculation 
from neurologists who have not 
treated the president that he may 
be suff ering from the disease.

“President Biden has got to 
prove to the American people 

— including me — that he is up 
to the job for another four years,” 
Sen. Jon Tester, a Montana Dem-
ocrat in a tough reelection race, 
said in a statement Monday.

Four top House Democrats 
said in a private leadership call 
on Sunday that Mr. Biden should 
withdraw from the race. Several 
other Democratic lawmakers 
also said they did not think the 
president should run for a sec-
ond term.

Other lawmakers left the door 
open for Mr. Biden’s departure.

Speaking to constituents in 
Richmond, Sen. Tim Kaine of 

Virginia, a former Democratic 
vice presidential nominee, said 
it would be up to Mr. Biden to 
decide whether to stay on the 
ticket.

“If he has doubts, he’ll level 
with the American public,” Mr. 
Kaine said. “He’s going to do 
what’s right for the country.”

On Capitol Hill, lawmakers 
weighed the daunting poll num-
bers against Mr. Biden’s fi rst-
term successes.

Sen. Jack Reed, Rhode Island 
Democrat, said he supports dis-
cussions among party lawmak-
ers, but “we have to begin with 

the recognition that he had a very 
productive presidency.”

While Democrats were mull-
ing the presidential ticket over 
the weekend, Mr. Biden courted 
voters in Wisconsin and Penn-
sylvania. The two swing states 
could determine whether he 
wins in November.

In a veiled warning to those 
who might try to force him off  
the ticket, Mr. Biden reminded 
a crowd in Madison, Wisconsin, 
that “millions of Democrats just 
like you voted for me in prima-
ries all across America.”

Longtime Biden critics in the 

party quickly pointed out that 
the Democrats did not stage a 
traditional open primary with a 
slate of challengers.

“Joe Biden citing his support 
in the primaries is ridiculous — 
they canceled the primary in 
multiple states, refused to have 
debates and told contenders it 
was career suicide to challenge 
him. If there had been debates 
we would have seen his decline 
months ago,” Andrew Yang, a 
Democratic presidential candi-
date in 2020, posted on X.

Lawmakers on Capitol Hill 
will meet to discuss the Biden 

situation at their weekly caucus 
meetings. They are watching the 
president as he hosts a NATO 
summit that will culminate in a 
press conference on Thursday.

On Friday, Mr. Biden is set to 
head to Michigan, which is con-
sidered a must-win battleground 
state. He is scheduled to hold a 
campaign event before heading 
to his beach house in Delaware.

“We have 31 heads of state in 
town. This is really a week when 
he should have our strongest 
support,” said Sen. Christopher 
A. Coons, Delaware Democrat 
and top Biden ally.

BIDEN
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President Biden has not reassured many fellow Democrats about his election viability with his post-debate appearances or his interview with ABC News.
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Clearwater campus in Florida has 
reported a 4% annual enrollment 
increase for the past two years. 
During the 2023-2024 academic 
year, the school enrolled 1,500 
full-time students in seven ap-
prenticeships and 30 certifi cate 
programs, most at full capacity.

“The focus on ‘essential work-
ers’ during COVID-19 drove up 
salaries for tradesmen and made 
people reevaluate their career 
plans,” said Jakub Prokop, direc-
tor of the Clearwater campus. 
“Historically, technical colleges 
experience an enrollment decline 
in times of low unemployment, 
but we’re seeing the opposite for 
the fi rst time in at least 30 years.”

Mr. Prokop said the average 
age of his students has dropped 
from 28 to 22 over the past six 
years. He noted that most raise 
their earnings from $18 to $25 
per hour as plumbers, electri-
cians, HVAC technicians, com-
puter technicians or construc-
tion workers within two years 
of graduation.

“It’s more attractive than 
working in retail, custodial work 
or at the local Circle K [conve-
nience store],” he said.

Advocates say trade schools 
off er better returns on invest-
ment to many students than 
four-year liberal arts colleges, 
with starting salaries averaging 
$50,000 per year for apprentice 
graduates.

In Florida, sponsoring em-
ployers pay the entire tuition, 
ranging from one year of course-
work for certifi cations to fi ve 
years for apprenticeships.

In Maryland, where trade 
school tuition ranges from $6,000 
to $31,000 yearly, government 
reimbursement programs can 
pay some of the costs.

Lou Spencer, assistant busi-
ness manager at the UA Local 
No. 5 Plumbers and Gasfi tters in 
the Washington area, said inter-
est in apprenticing has reached a 

40-year high among high school 
students since the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The union 
trains gasfitters, journeymen 
plumbers, core drillers, metal 
tradesmen and contractors to 
work in Maryland, the District 
of Columbia and Virginia.

“Our apprentices participate 
in a five-year apprenticeship. 
They ‘earn while they learn’ by 
working full time for a signatory 
contractor and attending related 
training classes at our training 
facility,” Mr. Spencer said. “Right 
now, our contractors have more 
than a fair amount of work and 
backlog.”

As the Biden and Trump 
campaigns promote workforce 
development ahead of the No-
vember presidential election, en-
rollment in vocational/technical 
training programs has outpaced 
enrollment in four-year college 
programs.

Workforce experts predict 
that more employers will elimi-
nate college degree requirements.

In May, a report from the 
Georgetown University Center 
on Education and the Workforce 
said colleges in half the nation’s 
labor markets will produce grad-
uates unprepared to fi ll 30% of 
annual job openings through 
2031. The jobs will go to work-
ers with “an associate’s degree, a 
certifi cate, or some college credit 
but no degree.”

According to the latest fi g-
ures from the National Student 
Clearinghouse Research Center, 
enrollment in public two-year 
colleges rose 4.7% from 4.2 mil-
lion students in spring 2023 to 
4.4 million in spring 2024, driven 
by an uptick in students seeking 
trade credentials.

Over the same period, enroll-
ment at public four-year colleges 
grew by 1.5% from 7.1 million to 
7.2 million students, reversing 
several years of decline as un-
dergraduate certifi cate programs 
also grew.

“There could be several rea-
sons why trade programs are 
seeing a higher rate of growth, 

but the growth has been steadily 
rising in recent years after the 
initial shock of the pandemic,” 
said Jennifer Causey, a senior re-
search associate at the nonprofi t 
research center.

The clearinghouse noted ex-
plosive growth from spring 2023 
to spring 2024 in:

• Mechanic and repair, where 
program enrollment surged 14.9% 
from 96,289 to 109,932.

• Construction, with an 8.1% 
jump in enrollments from 66,214 
to 71,585.

• Culinary programs, which 
increased 7.7% from 54,437 to 
58,644 students.

Federal statistics show that 
many skilled trades have sur-
passed pre-pandemic labor 
numbers as the food service and 
hospitality industries remain 
shorthanded.

The federal Bureau of Labor 
Statistics estimates that employ-
ment in the construction industry 
rose from 8.3 million in 2019 to 

8.5 million in 2023. Meanwhile, 
the average age of construction 
workers dropped from 42.4 in 
2022 to 41.9 in 2023.

“The surge in interest in 
the trades during and after the 
pandemic [health emergency] 
could have stemmed from … the 
designation of construction as 
‘essential,’ heightened positive 
exposure of the trades, advance-
ments in technology, fewer barri-
ers to entry for a fulfi lling career, 
minimal educational debt and a 
straightforward pathway to em-
ployment fi lled with opportu-
nity,” said Greg Sizemore, a vice 
president at Associated Builders 
and Contractors, a construction 
trade group.

Mr. Sizemore credited an 
“emphasis on clean and sus-
tainable energy construction, a 
thriving industrial sector and the 
undertaking of megaprojects” as 
factors attracting workers to his 
industry.

In an email to The Times, a 

Department of Education spokes-
person pointed to the Biden ad-
ministration’s eff orts to increase 
federal funding for college work-
force training programs and “free 
college.”

“The Biden-Harris adminis-
tration has done more to advance 
workforce development than any 
administration,” the spokesper-
son said. “We also persist in our 
support for postsecondary ac-
cess and success through various 
initiatives, as well as calling on 
Congress to make the fi rst two 
years of postsecondary education 
free for Americans.”

As living costs become bigger 
concerns for U.S. families, the 
average federal student loan debt 
has risen to $37,850 as of March.

In a survey released May 23, 
the Pew Research Center found 
that 22% of adults said a four-year 
degree is worth the investment 
even with federal loans, but 45% 
said the benefi ts outweigh the 
costs only if a student doesn’t 

have to borrow money to pay 
for college.

Another 29% of adults said the 
cost of a four-year college degree 
today is “not worth it” either way.

Pew found that just 1 in 4 
adults said a four-year diploma 
was important to fi nding a job in 
today’s economy.

Andrew Crapuchettes, CEO of 
Idaho-based jobs board RedBal-
loon, said an increasing num-
ber of high school students have 
reached the same conclusion 
after conducting a “rational” 
cost-benefi t analysis of the labor 
market.

“Colleges charge too much 
and deliver a product that em-
ployers no longer value,” Mr. 
Crapuchettes said. “At the same 
time, skilled tradespeople are in 
high demand, driving up wages. 
So, new high school grads are 
asking themselves why they 
would incur huge college debt 
for something that won’t benefi t 
their career.”

SCHOOL
From page A1

document is expected to pass.
“President Trump’s 2024 

Republican Party Platform ar-
ticulates his vision to Make 
America Great Again in a way 
that is concise and digestible for 
every voter,” Trump campaign 
senior advisers Chris LaCivita 
and Susie Wiles said. “While 
Joe Biden and Democrats argue 
about who will be at the top of 
their ticket and have implemented 
policies that have raised prices 
on everyday families, opened 
the fl oodgates to migrant crime 
via wide-open borders, shackled 
American energy with red tape 

forced by Washington bureau-
crats, and sewn chaos across the 
world through weak foreign pol-
icy, President Trump will Make 
America Great Again through 
these America First principles.”

This was the fi rst time the RNC 
had updated its party platform 
since 2016, when it adopted a 66-
page document exploring deeper 
cultural issues.

Speculation has swirled around 
whether Mr. Trump would seek to 
water down the abortion language 
now that the Supreme Court over-
turned Roe v. Wade and sent the 
issue back to the states. Others 
wondered whether he would also 
soften the party’s stance on tra-
ditional marriage and gay rights.

“We proudly stand for families 

and Life. We believe that the 14th 
Amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States guarantees 
that no person can be denied life 
or liberty without due process, 
and that the states are, therefore, 
free to pass laws protecting those 
rights,” the platform states. “After 
51 years, because of us, that power 
has been given to the states and to 
a vote of the people.

“We will oppose late-term 
abortion, while supporting moth-
ers and policies that advance pre-
natal care, access to birth control, 
and IVF [fertility treatments],” 
it says.

The previous platform en-
dorsed a human life amendment 
to the Constitution and a fed-
eral Pain-Capable Unborn Child 

Protection Act that bars abor-
tions beginning at 20 weeks of 
pregnancy.

Mr. Trump has taken credit 
for nominating the conservative 
justices to the Supreme Court who 
helped overturn Roe, which pro-
vided a national right to abortion.

He has warned Republicans 
against pushing the issue too 
hard because it hurts the party’s 
chances of winning. He said the 
emotional issue was better left to 
the states to decide.

Pro-life activists had warned 
the party against moving in that 
direction. Republican insiders said 
the move could anger the social 
and religious conservatives who 
have been among the party’s most 
faithful ground troops.

The platform, not surprisingly, 
did not sit well with some pro-life 
activists.

“Republicans are pro-life. 
Sadly, this platform is not,” said 
Kris Ullman, of the pro-life Eagle 
Forum. “This 2024 platform re-
moves the explicit pro-life prin-
ciples that have been the bedrock 
of the pro-life plank.

“While the 14th Amendment’s 
right to due process is cited, it 
does not apply the protections 
to the unborn,” she said. “With-
out clarifying that unborn chil-
dren are included in the defi ni-
tion of ‘persons,’ the reference is 
meaningless.”

On the issue of marriage, the 
platform says the Republican 
Party “will promote a culture that 

values the sanctity of marriage, 
the blessings of childhood, the 
foundational role of families, and 
supports working parents.”

The 2016 platform promoted 
traditional marriage “based on 
marriage between one man and 
one woman” as the founda-
tion for a stronger society and 
families. It also condemned the 
Supreme Court ruling that re-
quired all states to grant same-sex 
marriages.

The Democratic National 
Committee said in a statement 
that the Republican language “was 
the most extreme, out-of-touch, 
and dangerous proposals in [Mr. 
Trump’s] MAGA platform that 
would let him fulfi ll his pledge to 
be a dictator on ‘day one.’”

PLATFORM
From page A1

BY ALEX SWOYER

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

A group of red states is asking 
the Supreme Court to take up a 
dispute over a school policy that 
prevents offi  cials from disclosing 
to parents their child’s gender 
preference — including a change 
of name or pronouns — while 
at school.

Virginia Attorney General 
Jason Miyares led a group of 15 
other Republican-led states in 
urging the justices to take up 
the case of Parents Protecting 
Our Children v. Eau Claire Area 
School District in Eau Claire, 
Wisconsin.

The 7th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals had dismissed the 

parents’ lawsuit over the Wis-
consin school policy, reasoning 
none of the parents could show 
they had been directly injured 
by it.

The states, though, told the 
court that the justices should 
take up the appeal because any 
school interference with parental 
rights is an injury.

“Parents have a deep and 
abiding interest in their right 
to ‘make decisions concerning 
the care, custody, and control of 
their children,’” their brief read. 
“When school offi  cials interfere 
with that right, the parents are 
injured.”

Other states signing on with 
Virginia are West Virginia, South 
Dakota, Utah, Texas, Oklahoma, 

North Dakota, South Carolina, 
Montana, Nebraska, Louisiana, 
Missouri, Georgia, Idaho, Alaska 
and Florida.

“The parent-child relation-
ship is directly harmed when a 
school district tells minor stu-
dents that secrets from their par-
ents—including an entire double 
life at school— are not only ac-
ceptable, but will be facilitated 
by the District,” the states’ brief 
said. “Parents, not administra-
tors, have the responsibility and 
right to raise their children.”

The case came to the justices 
after Eau Claire Area School 
District implemented a policy 
in 2021 that allowed students 
to change their gender iden-
tity without parental consent, 

“meaning that students could 
change names, pronouns, and 
which locker room and bathroom 

they use—all without their par-
ents’ knowledge,” according to 
court documents.

Mr. Miyares said it is essential 
for a student’s well-being for 
schools to work with parents 
rather than against them.

“Parents have the right to 
be involved in major decisions 
aff ecting their children’s lives. 
This case presents an opportu-
nity for the U.S. Supreme Court 
to provide much-needed clarity 
and reaffi  rm that government 
officials cannot override par-
ents’ fundamental rights simply 
because they believe they know 
better,” said Mr. Miyares.

It would take four justices to 
vote in favor of hearing the case 
for oral arguments to be sched-
uled during the court’s next term, 
which begins in October.

A spokesperson from the 
school district did not imme-
diately respond to a request for 
comment.

SUPREME COURT

Red states ask cases on parental rights, gender ID to be heard
Group argues dismissal of school interference as injury

AUSTIN AMERICAN-STATESMAN VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS

A group of 16 Republican-led states has urged the Supreme Court 
to take up a dispute over a school policy that prevents offi  cials from 
disclosing to parents their child’s gender preference while at school.
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Trade school programs are booming with young people opting against college. Apprentice graduate salaries average $50,000 per year.
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HOUSTON | After Hurricane Beryl 
slammed into Texas early Monday, 
knocking out power to nearly 3 million 
homes and businesses and killing at least 
three people it moved east and later 
weakened to a tropical depression, the 
National Hurricane Center said Monday 
evening.

The fast-moving tempest, which 
unleashed heavy rains that prompted 
dozens of high-water rescues, threatened 
to carve a harsh path over several more 
states in coming days.

Texas offi  cials say restoring elec-
tricity will take days after Beryl came 
ashore Monday as a Category 1 hurricane 
and toppled 10 transmission lines and 
knocked down trees that took down 
power lines.

Within hours, Beryl had weakened 
into a tropical storm, far less powerful 
than the Category 5 behemoth that tore 
a deadly path of destruction through 
parts of Mexico and the Caribbean last 
weekend. 

But the winds and rains of the fast-
moving storm were still powerful 
enough to knock down hundreds of 
trees that had already been teetering in 
water-saturated earth, and strand dozens 
of cars on fl ooded roadways.

As it moved inland, the storm began 
spawning tornadoes.

“We’re not past any diffi  cult condi-
tions,” said Texas Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, 
who is acting governor while Gov. Greg 

Abbott is out of the country, warning it 
would be a “multiple day process to get 
power restored.”

Houston took a hard hit as Center-
Point Energy reported more than 2 
million homes and businesses without 
power in and around the nation’s fourth-
largest city. 

Mr. Patrick said the company was 
bringing in thousands of additional 
workers to restore power, with top pri-
ority for places such as nursing homes 
and assisted living centers.

At least two people were killed when 
trees fell on homes, and the National 
Hurricane Center said damaging winds 
and fl ash fl ooding would continue as 
Beryl pushes inland. 

A third person, a civilian employee 
of the Houston Police Department, was 
killed when he was trapped in fl oodwa-
ter under a highway overpass, Houston 
Mayor John Whitmire said. 

There were no immediate reports of 
widespread structural damage, however.

For many, it was an all-too-familiar 
experience: Powerful storms had just 
ripped through the area in May, killing 
eight people, leaving nearly 1 million 
without power and fl ooding streets.

Residents without power after Beryl 
were doing their best.

“We haven’t really slept,” Eva Costan-
cio said as she gazed at a large tree that 
had fallen across electric lines in her 
neighborhood in the Houston suburb 
of Rosenberg. 

Ms. Costancio, 67, said she had al-
ready been without power for several 

hours and worried that food in her 
refrigerator would spoil.

“We are struggling to have food, and 
losing that food would be diffi  cult,” she 
said.

Houston and Harris County offi  cials 
said power crews would be sent into 
the area to restore service as quickly as 
possible, an urgent priority for homes 
also left without air conditioning in the 
middle of summer.

The National Weather Service is-
sued a heat advisory that said the area 
heat index could reach 105 degrees 
Fahrenheit.

The state will be ready to open cool-
ing centers as well as food and water 
distribution centers, said Nim Kidd, chief 
of state emergency operations.

Beryl’s rain pounded Houston and 
other areas of the coast on Monday, re-
closing streets in neighborhoods already 
washed out by previous storms. 

TV stations on Monday broadcast 
the dramatic rescue of a man who had 
climbed to the roof of his pickup truck 
after it got trapped in fast-fl owing 
water. 

Emergency crews used an extension 
ladder from a fi retruck to drop him a life 
preserver and a tether before moving 
him to dry land.

Houston offi  cials reported at least 
25 water rescues by Monday afternoon, 
mostly people with vehicles stuck in 
fl oodwaters.

“First responders are putting their 
lives at risk. That’s what they’re trained 
for,” Mr. Whitmire said.

WEATHER

Weakened but deadly, Beryl leaves 
lingering damage along Texas coast

HOUSTON CHRONICLE VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS

A Residence Inn in Galveston, Texas, was among the businesses aff ected by Tropical Storm Beryl’s heavy rain and high winds. Th e 
storm left  nearly 3 million Houston-area homes and businesses without power, which could not be restored until the wind eases.

BY DAVID KOENIG AND ALANNA DURKIN RICHER

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Boeing will plead guilty to a crimi-
nal fraud charge stemming from two 
crashes of 737 Max jetliners that killed 
346 people, the Justice Department 
said late Sunday, after the government 
determined the company violated an 
agreement that had protected it from 
prosecution for more than three years.

Federal prosecutors gave the Arling-
ton, Virginia-based aerospace giant the 
choice last week of pleading guilty and 
paying a fi ne as part of its sentence or 
facing trial on a felony criminal conspir-
acy charge to defraud the United States.

Prosecutors accused the company 
of deceiving regulators who approved 
the airplane and pilot-training require-
ments for it.

The plea deal, which still must re-
ceive the approval of a federal judge 
to take eff ect, calls for Boeing to pay 
an added $243.6 million fi ne. That was 
the same amount it paid under the 2021 
settlement that the Justice Department 
said the company breached. An indepen-
dent monitor would be named to oversee 
Boeing’s safety and quality procedures 
for three years. The deal also requires 
Boeing to invest at least $455 million 
in its compliance and safety programs.

The plea deal covers only wrong-
doing by Boeing before the crashes in 
Indonesia and in Ethiopia, which killed 
all 346 passengers and crew members 
aboard two new Max jets. It does not 
give Boeing immunity for other inci-
dents, including a panel that blew off  a 
Max jetliner during an Alaska Airlines 
fl ight over Oregon in January, a Justice 
Department offi  cial said.

The deal also does not cover any cur-
rent or former Boeing executives, only 
the corporation. In a statement, Boeing 
confi rmed it had reached the deal with 
the Justice Department but had no fur-
ther comment.

In a fi ling Sunday night, the Justice 
Department said it expected to submit 
the written plea agreement with U.S. 
District Court in Texas by July 19. Law-
yers for some of the relatives of those 
who died in the two crashes have said 
they will ask the judge to reject the 
agreement.

“This sweetheart deal fails to recog-
nize that because of Boeing’s conspiracy, 
346 people died. Through crafty lawyer-
ing between Boeing and [the Justice 
Department], the deadly consequences 
of Boeing’s crime are being hidden,” 
said Paul Cassell, a lawyer for some of 
the families.

Federal prosecutors alleged that Boe-
ing committed conspiracy to defraud the 

government by misleading regulators 
about a fl ight-control system that was 
implicated in the crashes, which took 
place than less fi ve months apart.

As part of the January 2021 settle-
ment, the Justice Department said it 
would not prosecute Boeing on the 
charge if the company complied with 
certain conditions for three years. Pros-
ecutors last month alleged Boeing had 
breached the terms of that agreement.

U.S. District Judge Reed O’Connor, 
who has overseen the case from the 
beginning, has criticized what he called 
“Boeing’s egregious criminal conduct.” 
Judge O’Connor could accept the plea 
and the sentence that prosecutors of-
fered with it or he could reject the agree-
ment, likely leading to new negotiations 
between the Justice Department and 
Boeing.

The case goes back to the crashes 
in Indonesia and in Ethiopia. The Lion 
Air pilots in the fi rst crash did not know 
about fl ight-control software that could 
push the nose of the plane down with-
out their input. The pilots for Ethiopian 
Airlines knew about it but were unable 
to control the plane when the software 
activated based on information from a 
faulty sensor.

The Justice Department charged Boe-
ing in 2021 with deceiving Federal Avia-
tion Administration regulators about 
the software, which did not exist in 
older 737s, and about how much train-
ing pilots would need to fl y the plane 
safely. The department agreed not to 
prosecute Boeing at the time, however, 
if the company paid a $2.5 billion settle-
ment, including the $243.6 million fi ne, 
and took steps to comply with anti-fraud 
laws for three years.

Boeing, which blamed two low-level 
employees for misleading the regula-
tors, tried to put the crashes behind it. 
After grounding Max jets for 20 months, 
regulators let them fl y again after the 
company reduced the power of the fl ight 
software. Max jets logged thousands 
of safe fl ights and orders from airlines 
picked up, increasing to about 750 in 
2021, about 700 more in 2022 and nearly 
1,000 in 2023.

That changed in January, when a 
panel covering an unused emergency 
exit blew off  a Max during the Alaska 
Airlines fl ight over Oregon.

Pilots landed the 737 Max safely 
and no one was seriously injured, but 
the incident led to closer scrutiny of 
the company. The Justice Department 
opened a new investigation, the FBI 
told passengers on the Alaska plane that 
they might be victims of a crime and the 
FAA said it was stepping up oversight 
of Boeing.

BUSINESS

DOJ: Boeing to take 
plea deal, avoid trial on 
felony conspiracy charge
737 Max crashes killed 346 people

BY SEAN SALAI

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Overweight and obese adults using 
popular diabetes medications to sup-
press their appetites are “signifi cantly 
more likely” to shed pounds with Eli 
Lilly’s Mounjaro than with Novo Nord-
isk’s Ozempic, a new study has found, a 
result that could have major implications 
for one of the hottest new markets in the 
pharmaceutical fi eld.

Writing Monday in JAMA Internal 
Medicine, seven medical experts com-
pared the health records of 18,386 adults 
with excessive body mass indexes who 
used one of the two Type 2 diabetes 
drugs in clinical trials between May 2022 
and September 2023.

While most patients lost at least 5% 
of their body weight within a year, the 
study found that those receiving Moun-
jaro were over two times more likely 
than Ozempic patients to experience 
10% weight loss and three times more 
likely to trim 15%.

Researchers also found that patients 
without Type 2 diabetes lost more 
weight than those with it, but Moun-
jaro was more eff ective than Ozempic 
in both groups.

The study off ers the fi rst real-world 
comparison of the two appetite-sup-
pressing drugs, which surged in popular-
ity among diabetics and non-diabetics 
last year after dramatic reports of weight 

loss in patients.
Tricia Rodriguez, the study’s lead 

author, said its fi ndings confi rm earlier 
placebo-controlled trials that found tirz-
epatide, the primary active ingredient in 
Mounjaro, is more eff ective for weight 
loss than Ozempic’s key ingredient, 
semaglutide. She said further research 
is needed to explain why.

“While underlying mechanisms of 
action weren’t a focus of this study, tirz-
epatide has dual mechanisms, while sema-
glutide has a single mechanism, which 
may be the reason for diff erences in 
eff ectiveness,” Ms. Rodriguez, an applied 
scientist at Truveta Research in Bellevue, 
Washington, told The Washington Times.

While tirzepatide regulates two meta-
bolic hormones aff ecting blood glucose 
levels, semaglutide regulates only one.

However, the study found no dif-
ference between the two drugs in the 
number of patients reporting moderate 
to severe gastrointestinal side eff ects. 
Side eff ects such as bowel obstruction, 
gastroparesis and pancreatitis become 
more common after sustained use.

With that in mind, the researchers 
noted a “high rate of discontinuation” 
from those taking the drugs, with 55.9% 
of Mounjaro patients and 52.5% of Ozem-
pic patients quitting within a year.

The fi ndings come as GLP-1s, the 
class of diabetes medication that in-
cludes Mounjaro and Ozempic, have fu-
eled billions of dollars in pharmaceutical 

sales.
The Food and Drug Administration 

approved Ozempic as an insulin-boost-
ing treatment for Type 2 diabetes in 2017. 
In 2021, the agency added Wegovy, a ver-
sion approved for weight loss treatment, 
without obliging insurance companies 
to cover it.

Novo Nordisk, the Danish company 
with exclusive rights to sell Ozempic in 
the U.S. through 2031, has spent millions 
on advertising and lobbying to expand 
its market. Its patent monopoly forces 
patients  to pay a monthly premium of 
$300 to $1,300 out-of-pocket for the drug, 
which costs about $35 to manufacture.

The FDA approved Mounjaro for 
Type 2 diabetes in 2022. After Indianap-
olis-based pharmacy giant Eli Lilly & Co. 
reported an explosion in sales, the FDA 
approved a version called Zepbound for 
weight loss in November.

Neither Eli Lilly nor Novo Nordisk 
responded Monday to emails seeking 
comment on the study.

In recent months, some pharma-
cies and clinics have started producing 
compounded versions of Ozempic and 
Mounjaro to capitalize on the absence 
of aff ordable generic versions.

With over 70% of U.S. adults esti-
mated to be overweight or obese, some 
industry insiders have compared GLP-1s 
to Viagra as a “game-changer” that could 
reshape consumption habits nationwide.

Others view Mounjaro and Ozempic 

more cautiously. They point out that the 
costly drugs are diffi  cult to tolerate, do 
nothing for the heart problems of pa-
tients who do not exercise, and require 
lifelong use to maintain an ideal weight, 
which increases the risk of severe side 
eff ects such as stomach paralysis. 

“These drugs are injectable anorexia, a 
crash diet,” said Calley Means, co-founder 
of TrueMed, an Austin, Texas-based 
company that prescribes diet and exer-
cise plans for weight loss. “Long-term, 
the drugs are highly problematic with 
signifi cant reports of [gastro-intestinal] 
dysfunction, a black box warning for thy-
roid cancer, and even suicidal ideation.”

Mr. Means, a former lobbyist for 

the food and pharmacy industries, has 
argued that the drugs off er companies a 
way of profi ting from obesity for years 
without curing it.

As Mounjaro and Ozempic suppress 
the appetite, they cause users to feel 
fuller and lose weight in the short term. 
However, the weight often returns after 
patients stop their prescriptions.

According to Ms. Rodriguez, the 
study published Monday did not track 
patients after they quit using the drugs.

“Our study only included patients 
while they stayed on the medication, 
which may not be representative of all 
patients who start these medications,” 
she said. 
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Study: Mounjaro ‘signifi cantly’ more eff ective than Ozempic for weight loss
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A new study in JAMA Internal Medicine fi nds overweight and obese adults using 
popular diabetes medications to suppress their appetites are “signifi cantly more 
likely” to shed pounds with Eli Lilly’s Mounjaro than with Novo Nordisk’s Ozempic.
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More than 3 million people passed 
through U.S. airport security on Sunday, 
the fi rst time that number of passengers 
have been screened in a single day as 
travel surges, according to the Transpor-
tation Security Administration.

The record, which was widely pre-
dicted to happen at some point over the 
July Four holiday weekend, topped the 
June 23 mark of more than 2.99 million 
screened passengers. Eight of the 10 busi-
est days in the TSA’s history have come 
this year as the number of travelers tops 
pre-pandemic levels.

The TSA was created after the Sept. 
11, 2001, attacks and replaced a collection 
of private security companies that were 
hired by airlines. The agency operates 
under the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, which said that agents on Sunday 
checked 35 passengers per second.

While Americans continue to grapple 
with infl ation, travel costs including 
airline tickets and hotel prices have 

eased signifi cantly from a year ago. 
Hotel rooms were 1.2% cheaper in May 
compared with a year ago, according to 

recent government infl ation data. Those 
costs have been trending lower since the 
beginning of the year.

While most U.S. airlines lost money 
in the fi rst quarter — traditionally the 
weakest time of year for travel — they 
were all expecting a summer of full 
planes.

This spring, American and Southwest 
said they expected solid second-quarter 
profi ts. They joined Delta Air Lines and 
United Airlines in giving an upbeat out-
look for the April-through-June period, 
which includes the start of peak season 
for carriers.

Delta reports its second-quarter earn-
ings on Thursday, with analysts predict-
ing sales of $15.5 billion, nearly $1 billion 
more than the same period a year ago. 
Next week, United and American issue 
their quarterly results, with Wall Street 
forecasting higher revenue from a year 
ago for both carriers.

Increasingly full planes since the 

pandemic shut travel down four years 
ago has brought some downside for 
airlines: complaints.

The Transportation Department said 
last week that it received nearly 97,000 
complaints in 2023, up from about 86,000 
the year before. The department said 
there were so many complaints that it 
took until July to sort through the fi lings 
and compile the fi gures.

That’s the highest number of com-
plaints about airlines since 2020, when 
airlines were slow to give customers 
refunds after the coronavirus pandemic 
shut down air travel.

The Transportation Department said 
the increase in complaints was partly 
the result of more travelers knowing 
about their rights and the ability to fi le 
a complaint. Airlines receive many more 
complaints from travelers who don’t 
know how or don’t bother to complain 
to the government, but the carriers don’t 
release those numbers. 

TRANSPORTATION

Over 3 million go through airport security in U.S. as travel surges
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Th is past Sunday saw more than 3 million passengers go through airport security in 
the U.S., a record high. Travel is on the upswing as airfares and hotel rates have fallen 
from late year. Airlines are also seeing fuller fl ights and more customer complaints.

NEW MEXICO

Baldwin’s role as producer
won’t be part of shooting trial

Alec Baldwin‘s role as a producer of 
the Western fi lm “Rust” isn’t relevant 
to the involuntary manslaughter trial 
over a fatal shooting on set, a New 
Mexico judge decided Monday.

The move is a major setback for 
prosecutors just as trial was about to 
begin. They had planned to present ev-
idence that showed how Mr. Baldwin 
bore a special responsibility — as co-
producer, well beyond that of the actor 
holding the gun — for the dangerous 
environment that led to the deadly 
shooting of cinematographer Halyna 
Hutchins during a rehearsal.

“I’m having real diffi  culty with the 
state’s position that they want to show 
that as a producer he didn’t follow 
guidelines and therefore as an actor 
Mr. Baldwin did all of these things 
wrong that resulted in the death of Ms. 
Hutchins because as a producer he 
allowed these things to happen,” Judge 
Mary Marlowe Sommer said. 

“I’m denying evidence of his status 
as a producer,” she said.

Special prosecutor Erlinda Ocampo 
Johnson argued unsuccessfully that 
Mr. Baldwin was “keenly aware” of 

his safety obligations as a producer, 
in an attempt to bolster an alternative 
theory of guilt beyond negligent use of 
a fi rearm. 

The prosecution has tried to link his 
behavior on set to “total disregard or 
indiff erence for the safety of others.”

— Associated Press

NEW YORK

Prosecutor says Menendez
‘put his power up for sale’

NEW YORK | A prosecutor accused 
Sen. Bob Menendez in a closing argu-
ment at his bribery trial Monday of 
putting his power up for sale to benefi t 
three New Jersey businessmen who 
bribed him with gold and cash.

The presentation by Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Paul Monteleoni that will 
continue on Tuesday prompted the 
Democrat to scoff  as he left the court-
house, saying: “The government is 
intoxicated with their own rhetoric.”

Minutes earlier, Mr. Monteleoni 
urged the Manhattan federal court 
jury to follow a trail of hundreds of 
emails and text messages between the 
businessmen and Mr. Menendez and 
his wife to see the link between the 
businessmen and the bribe proceeds 
found in an FBI raid on the Menendez 

residence in June 2022.
He said fi ngerprint evidence links 

the businessmen and Mr. Menendez 
to the bribes, including fi ngerprints 
on the tape that bound thousands of 
dollars in cash hidden in coat pockets, 
boots and boxes found at the Engle-
wood Cliff s, New Jersey, home owned 
by his wife, Nadine.

Mr. Monteleoni said the senator 
“put his power up for sale.”

— Associatedv Press

MASSACHUSETTS

Suspect in cop-killing mistrial
says jury was ready to acquit

DEDHAM | Jurors in the trial of 
Karen Read unanimously concluded 
she was not guilty of murder or of 
leaving the scene of a deadly accident, 
and were deadlocked on only the 
remaining manslaughter charge before 
the judge abruptly declared a mistrial, 
her defense team said Monday.

The disclosure was made in a 

defense motion in which they argued 
that retrying Ms. Read on those two 
counts “would violate” the double 
jeopardy protections in the U.S. and 
Massachusetts constitutions. 

If the court needs additional infor-
mation, the defense said, it should ap-
prove a “post-verdict inquiry” in which 
they are allowed to “seek additional 
proof from the jurors” regarding their 
having “unanimously acquitted the 
defendant of two of the three charges.”

Read attorney Alan Jackson submit-
ted an affi  davit detailing how he had 
been contacted directly by a juror, 
and colleague David Yannetti submit-
ted one in which he said he had been 
contacted by two individuals who 
had received information “from two 
distinct jurors.”

The Norfolk District Attorney’s 
Offi  ce said it is “examining the motion 
in anticipation of fi ling a response. We 
look forward to picking a new trial 
date on July 22.”

— Associated Press

LOUISIANA

Ten Commandments law foes
ask for immediate injunction

BATON ROUGE | Opponents of a new 
Louisiana law requiring that a version 

of the Ten Commandments be posted 
in public school classrooms have 
asked a federal court to block imple-
mentation of the requirement while 
their lawsuit against it progresses and 
before the new school year starts.

A group of parents of Louisiana 
public school students, representing 
various religions, fi led the lawsuit 
last month along with several liberal 
interest groups, soon after Republi-
can Gov. Jeff  Landry signed the new 
law. 

In motions fi led Monday, their at-
torneys asked for a preliminary injunc-
tion blocking the law.

The plaintiff s also sought an expe-
dited briefi ng and hearing schedule 
that would require the state to respond 
to the request for an injunction by July 
19 and for a hearing on July 29. Public 
schools open in August.

The lawsuit, fi led in federal court 
in Baton Rouge, says the law violates 
First Amendment clauses protecting 
religious liberty and forbidding laws 
establishing a religion.

Backers of the law argue that it 
doesn’t violate the Constitution and 
that posting the Ten Commandments 
is appropriate and legal because they 
are part of the foundation of U.S. law.

— Associated Press
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ISRAEL 

Renewed Gaza City battle 
sends thousands fl eeing

DEIR AL-BALAH, GAZA STRIP  | Israeli 
forces deepened an operation in the 
Gaza Strip’s largest city in what the 
military said was meant to weed 
out militants, sending thousands of 
Palestinians fl eeing on Monday from 
an area already ravaged in the early 
weeks of the nine-month-long war.

The incursion into the eastern 
part of Gaza City expands Israel’s 
engagement in the northern part of the 
beleaguered territory, an area Israel 
said it had seized control of months 
ago yet which has seen pockets of 
militant resurgence that have scaled 
back Israeli military gains and drawn 
forces back into such operations. 
Israel had ordered evacuations in the 
area before the raid was launched, the 
military said.

Heavy fi ghting in the area in the 
initial weeks of the war all but emptied 
out Gaza City and its environs, and 
the Israeli military has prevented most 

people from returning to their homes 
there. But several hundred thousands 
of Palestinians remain in the area, 
living in the shells of their homes or 
shelters.

The fi ghting comes as Israel and 
Hamas appeared to be the closest they 
have been in months to agreeing to 
a cease-fi re deal that would bring a 
pause in the war in exchange for the 
release of dozens of Israelis held hos-
tage by Hamas in the Gaza Strip. But 
obstacles remained, even after Hamas 
agreed days ago to relent on its key de-
mand that Israel commit to ending the 
war as part of any agreement. A key 
part of that shift in its stance, offi  cials 
told The Associated Press, is the level 
of destruction in the Gaza Strip caused 
by Israel’s intense bombing campaign.

— Associated Press

MILITARY

Pentagon invokes exception 
to keep missile plan on track

A replacement for the nation’s 
aging ground-based nuclear missile 

is still vitally needed despite fund-
ing problems that surfaced earlier 
this year that threatened to trigger 
congressional sanctions, the Defense 
Department said Monday.

The LGM-35A Sentinel is the suc-
cessor to the aging Minuteman III nu-
clear missile. The Pentagon has called 
the modernization of the nuclear triad 
their top priority. But the fate of the 
Sentinel has been in question since 
the so-called Nunn-McCurdy statute 
breach requires the cancellation of a 
weapons program if costs exceed 125% 
of the budgeted amount.

The program can only continue 
if the Defense Department offi  cially 
certifi es that it warrants an exception 
to the policy. On Monday, Undersec-
retary of Defense William LaPlante 
certifi ed to Congress that the Sentinel 
meets the criteria.

A Defense Department review 
determined that the total acquisition 
costs for a “reasonably modifi ed” 
Sentinel program are estimated at 
$140.9 billion — an increase of 81% 
compared to earlier estimates. Most of 
the cost growth is in Sentinel’s com-
mand and launch segment, such as the 
launch centers, and the funds needed 
to convert from Minuteman III to 
Sentinel, offi  cials said. A restructuring 
of the Sentinel program to meet the 
Nunn-McCurdy requirements could 
mean a delay of several years before 
the program is fully operational. 

— Mike Glenn

INDIA

Modi travels to Kremlin for 
fi rst visit since Ukraine war 

MOSCOW | India’s Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi was in Moscow on 
Monday for a two-day visit, his fi rst 
since Russia sent troops into Ukraine, 
complicating the relationship between 
the longtime partners and pushing 
Russia closer to India’s rival, China.

Mr. Modi met Russian President 
Vladimir Putin at his residence outside 
Moscow, to be followed by talks at the 
Kremlin on Tuesday. Mr. Modi last 
traveled to Russia in 2019, when he at-
tended a forum in the far eastern port 
of Vladivostok and met with Mr. Putin.

The recently reelected Indian 
leader  posted photos of his arrival in 
Moscow on the social media, saying 
he was “looking forward to further 
deepening the Special and Privileged 
Strategic Partnership between our 
nations.”

Russia has had strong ties with 
India since the Cold War, and New 
Delhi’s importance as a key trading 
partner has grown since the Kremlin 
sent troops into Ukraine in February 
2022. China and India have become 
key buyers of Russian oil following 
sanctions imposed by the United 
States and its allies that shut most 
Western markets off  to Russian ex-
ports. India now gets more than 40% 
of its oil imports from Russia, accord-
ing to analysts.

— Associated Press
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BY TOM HOWELL JR.
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The White House said Monday it isn’t 
ready to resume nuclear talks or soften 
its stance on Iran after its voters elected 
a reformist candidate for president over 
the hard-line option in Friday’s national 
elections.

National Security Council spokesman 
John Kirby off ered a blunt, “no,” when 
asked whether Masoud Pezeshkian’s 
election will change the U.S. negotiat-
ing position.

Mr. Pezeshkian, a cardiologist and 
former health minister, pledged to reach 
out to the West and tone down the 
mandatory headscarf rule for women, 
though the U.S. says not enough has 
changed in the Islamic Republic over-
seen by Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei.

“They’re still supporting terror-
ist groups like Hamas and Hezbollah. 
They’re still supporting the Houthis as 
the Houthis attack ships in the Red Sea. 
They’re still attacking shipping as well. 
And they’re still supplying drones and 
drone technology and drone expertise 
to the Russians so that the Russians can 
continue to kill innocent Ukrainians like 
they did over the weekend,” Mr. Kirby 
said. “So no, no.”

“We’ll see what this guy wants to 
get done but we are not expecting any 

changes in Iranian behavior,” Mr. Kirby 
said.

Mr. Pezeshkian was declared the win-
ner after Friday’s election, with 16.3 mil-
lion votes compared to Saeed Jalili’s 13.5 
million, according to wire services. He 
is replacing the late President Ebrahim 
Raisi, who died in May in a helicopter 
crash.

The result followed mass protests 
over the 2022 death of Mahsa Amini, a 
woman who was detained for an alleged 
violation of Iran’s headscarf rules. The 
election also coincided with tension in 
the Middle East over Israel’s war on 
Hamas militants in Gaza and Tehran’s 
proxy support for terrorist groups.

The new president, an ethnic Azeri 
from western Iran, has repeatedly 
pledged his loyalty to Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, and in one of his 
fi rst actions after winning the election 
visited the tomb of the late Ayatollah 
Khomeini, the spiritual leader of the 
1979 revolution that established Iran’s 
theocratic government.

Mr. Pezeshkian has also pledged to 
preserve Iran’s hard line against Israel, 
ruling out any rapprochement with Is-
rael even as he talks of opening Iran to 
the West and the global economy.

“The Islamic Republic has always 
supported the resistance of the people 
of the region against the illegitimate 
Zionist regime,” Mr. Pezeshkian said in 

a message to Hassan Nasrallah, leader 
of the Lebanese Hezbollah group now 
engaged in a low-level border war with 
Israel even as the Israeli-Hamas war 
grinds on in Gaza.

But other regional states have reached 
out to the new Iranian president, who 
brings a sharp change in style and tone 
to his predecessor, President Ebrahim 
Raisi, a hard-liner killed in a helicopter 
crash in May. Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin congratulated the new presi-
dent on his win, and Saudi Arabian de 
facto leader Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman spoke of his “keenness to 
develop and deepen the relations that 
bring our two countries and peoples 
together.”

Israeli Foreign Minister Israel Katz 
interpreted the victory of the only mod-
erate in the fi eld of conservatives as 
a sign popular discontent is growing 
against the regime inside Iran.

“The people of Iran have sent a clear 
message of demand for change and op-
position to the Ayatollah regime through 
the elections,” Mr. Katz wrote on social 
media. “Now the world must designate 
the [Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps] 
as a terrorist organization and demand 
the cancellation of [Iran’s] nuclear pro-
gram and the cessation of support for 
terrorist organizations.”

• David R. Sands contributed to this 
report.

IRAN

White House warns reformist win 
won’t change U.S. approach to Iran

BY HANNA ARHIROVA AND ILLIA NOVIKOV
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KYIV, UKRAINE | Russian missiles 
blasted cities across Ukraine on Mon-
day, damaging the country’s largest 
children’s hospital and other buildings in 
an assault that interrupted heart surger-
ies and forced young cancer patients to 
take their treatments outdoors. At least 
31 people were killed, offi  cials said.

The daytime barrage targeted fi ve 
Ukrainian cities with more than 40 
missiles of diff erent types, President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on social 
media. Ukraine’s air force said it inter-
cepted 30 missiles. More than 150 people 
were wounded.

The Kremlin denied it had targeted 
civilian sites and said the latest bom-
bardment was aimed at strictly military 
assets. The casualties, Russian offi  cials 
said, was caused by Ukrainian missile 
defense systems exploding over the city.

It was Russia’s heaviest bombard-
ment of Kyiv in almost four months, 
hitting seven of the city’s 10 districts. 
At least seven people were killed in the 
capital, including two staff  members 
at the hospital. Strikes in Kryvyi Rih, 
Mr. Zelenskyy’s birthplace in central 
Ukraine, killed 10.

The attack on the Okhmatdyt chil-
dren’s hospital caused debris to fall 
into heart patients’ open chests in the 
middle of surgery. Cancer patients had 
their beds wheeled into parks and onto 
the streets.

“It is very important that the world 
should not be silent about it now and 
that everyone should see what Russia 
is and what it is doing,” Mr. Zelenskyy 
said.

The assault unfolded a day before 
Western leaders who have backed 
Ukraine were scheduled to begin a three-
day NATO summit in Washington to 
consider how they can reassure Kyiv of 
the alliance’s unwavering support and 
off er Ukrainians hope that their country 
can survive Europe’s biggest confl ict 
since World War II.

Mr. Zelenskyy said during a visit to 
Poland that he hopes the summit will 

provide more air defense systems for 
Ukraine.

At the hospital in Kyiv, rescuers 
searched for victims under the rubble 
of a partially collapsed, two-story wing. 
At the main 10-story building, windows 
and doors were blown out, and walls 
were blackened. Blood was spattered 
on the fl oor in one room. The intensive 
care unit, operating theaters and oncol-
ogy departments all were damaged, 
offi  cials said.

At the time of the strike, three heart 
operations were being performed, lead-
ing to the contamination of the patients’ 
open chests with blast debris, Health 
Minister Viktor Liashko said.

The hospital lost water, light and 
supplemental oxygen, and the patients 
were transferred to other hospitals, he 
told Ukrainian television.

A few hours after the initial strike, 
another air-raid siren sent many of the 
patients and staff  hurrying to the hospi-
tal’s shelter. 

Led by a fl ashlight through the shel-
ter’s dark corridors, mothers carried 
their bandaged children in their arms, 
and medical workers carried other pa-
tients on gurneys. Volunteers handed 
out candy to try to calm the children.

“Among the victims were Ukraine’s 
sickest children,” said Volker Turk, the 
U.N. human rights commissioner. A U.N. 
team visited the hospital shortly after it 
was hit and saw the children receiving 
cancer treatments in hospital beds set 
up outdoors, he added.

“This is abominable, and I implore 
those with infl uence to do everything in 
their power to ensure these attacks stop 
immediately,” Mr. Turk said.

Kyiv city administrators declared July 
9 a day of mourning, when entertain-
ment events are prohibited and fl ags 
are lowered.

Ukraine’s Security Service said it 
found wreckage from a Russian Kh-101 
cruise missile at the site and opened 
proceedings on war crime charges. The 
Kh-101 is an air-launched missile that 
fl ies low to avoid detection by radar. 
Ukraine said it shot down 11 of 13 Kh-101 
missiles launched Monday.

UKRAINE

Russians bombard fi ve 
cities, kill 31; children’s 
hospital among targets
Cancer patients treated outdoors
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Russia’s military targeted fi ve Ukrainian cities with more than 40 missiles of diff erent 
types on Monday, hitting the country’s largest children’s hospital in Kyiv, apartment 
buildings and public infrastructure, according to President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

BY KIRSTEN GRIESHABER
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BERLIN | Leaders across Europe and 
the United States reacted with relief 
and some concern to the result of the 
French legislative election, which leaves 
a key European Union country facing 
the prospect of a hung parliament and 
political paralysis.

Relief, because the polls missed badly 
and the far-right National Rally didn’t 
come out as the strongest party, as 
many pro-European leaders had feared 
— but also concern because no political 
grouping has a majority in the National 
Assembly.

President Biden provided his politi-
cal analysis of the French parliamentary 
elections when asked for his take on 
the outcome in a telephone interview 
Monday morning on cable TV.

“The polls were wrong in France,” he 
said, adding that “there’s no right wave 
or tide here in America, either.”

“France rejected extremism,” Mr. 
Biden said.

Chancellor Olaf Scholz of German, 
which together with France has long 
been viewed as the engine of European 
integration, said it would have been a 
major challenge if French President Em-
manuel Macron would have had to work 
with a right-wing populist party, German 
news agency dpa reported.

“That has now been averted,” the 
chancellor said.

Mr. Scholz expressed hope that Mr. 
Macron and the newly elected members 
of parliament would succeed in forming 

a stable government.
“In any case, I am also pleased with 

regard to the important Franco-German 
friendship, and I can personally say that 
I am also pleased with regard to the good 
personal relationship that I have with 
the French president,” Mr. Scholz said. 
“Germany has an interest in the success 
of the European Union like no other 
country. This is only possible together 
with France.”

After the fi rst round of the French 
election last month, in which the con-
servative populist National Rally had 
gained the most votes, Mr. Scholz had 
spoken publicly of his worry that a 
second-round victory for the EU-skep-
tic, anti-immigration party could aff ect 
French-German relations.

Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk, 
a former European Council president, 

sounded even more euphoric in his reac-
tion to the election outcome.

“In Paris enthusiasm, in Moscow 
disappointment, in Kyiv relief. Enough 
to be happy in Warsaw,” he posted on X 
late Sunday.

In London, a government spokesper-
son said that British Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer was prepared to work with the 
French leadership regardless of political 
affi  liation.

“France is obviously one of the U.K.’s 
closest partners — as NATO and G7 
members we have many shared inter-
ests,” a spokesperson said. “The prime 
minister has said previously he will 
work with any government in Europe 
and across the world.”

Final results in France show that a 
leftist coalition that came together to try 
to keep the far right from power won the 
most parliamentary seats in the runoff . 
There was high voter turnout Sunday.

Mr. Macron’s centrist alliance came in 
second, with both the president’s worst 
fears and highest hopes failing to mate-
rialize after he himself called the snap 
election last month. The far right, which 
came in third, drastically increased the 
number of seats it holds in parliament, 
but fell far short of expectations.

Several countries in the EU, includ-
ing Italy, the Netherlands and Sweden, 
have veered to the right in national 
elections as voters chose euroskeptic 
parties promising nationalist solutions 
for European issues such as infl ation, 
migration and Russia’s 2022 invasion of 
Ukraine that has brought in millions of 
refugees looking for shelter.

FRANCE

Voters’ rejection of far right relieves U.S., 
EU, but split results could mean paralysis

ASSOCIATED PRESS

French President Emmanuel Macron has 
refused the resignation of Prime Minister 
Gabriel Attal, asking him Monday to stay 
as head of the government temporarily.
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child. When pressed, she told 
the staff ers the child was all she 
had left.

“She explained that en route 
to the southwest border, just 
south of Reynosa, Mexico, she 
was robbed by the Sinaloa cartel. 
Not only were all of her belong-
ings taken from her, but so were 
her other two children because 
she had no money for bribes,” 
Mr. Sadulski said.

Those taken children are 
typically brought to the bor-
der separately and cross over 
as unaccompanied minors, he 
said. They are told to give the 
U.S. government the name of a 
potential sponsor. Once they are 
released to that sponsor, they are 
forced into child labor.

Mr. Sadulski said he spoke 
with a criminal investigator 
tasked with following up with 
25 children at their sponsors’ 
homes. He was unable to track 
down 23 of the children.

“They never arrived with 
the sponsor or were taken away 
by unknown men after they ar-
rived,” Mr. Sadulski said. “The 
way that the cartels are doing 
this, tracking all this, is the cloud. 
So there’s a digital footprint to 
this.”

Mr. Sadulski underscored the 
centrality of the cartels to the 
smuggling economy and their 
ruthless approach to those they 
bring north.

He said cartels place operatives 

inside migrant groups or at shel-
ters along the way. Those opera-
tives look for migrants who can 
be robbed or kidnapped.

Migrants who can’t make the 
payments may suff er a worse fate.

“I spoke with someone 
from Venezuela. He also came 
through the violent Darien Gap. 
While in the Darien Gap, he 
observed two people raped and 
murdered because they did not 

have bribe money,” Mr. Sadul-
ski said.

In Progreso, Mexico, he 
saw migrants sleeping on side-
walks. He spoke with some Rus-
sians waiting their turn at one 

of President Biden’s “parole” 
programs.

Unaccompanied children have 
troubled the U.S. government 
since at least the 1980s, but the 
challenge has become more acute 

over the past decade as the num-
bers reach tidal wave proportions.

Under U.S. policy, Mexican or 
Canadian children can be quickly 
deported. Those from farther 
afi eld must be turned over to the 
Health and Human Services De-
partment, which holds them until 
a sponsor can be found.

When the numbers become 
overwhelming, the government 
cuts corners to fi nd sponsors. 
That’s when things can turn ugly.

The surge of children cross-
ing the border during the Obama 
administration and early in the 
Trump years proved fertile re-
cruiting ground for MS-13, help-
ing fuel a violent resurgence of 
the gang late last decade.

Unaccompanied children who 
have arrived under Mr. Biden’s 
administration have been linked 
to horrifying crimes, including 
the stabbing death of a Florida 
man and the strangulation death 
of a 20-year-old autistic girl in 
Maryland.

HHS says it has no responsi-
bility for the children once they 
are placed with sponsors.

Some members of Congress 
disagree and have prodded the 
department to do more.

The New York Times won 
a Pulitzer prize for its report-
ing last year on forced labor in-
dustries that rely on illegal im-
migrant children. An estimated 
200,000 migrant children are at 
work in violation of the law.

The children are also stressing 
school systems, which can’t hire 
English language learning teach-
ers fast enough.

TRAFFICK
From page A1

deterrence and commitment to a 
free and open Indo-Pacifi c.”

Long-pacifi st Japan, home base 
to 54,000 U.S. troops, America’s 
largest single overseas deploy-
ment, is emerging as a linchpin 
for security partnerships for the 
states across the region facing 
increasing pressure from Beijing.

Japan is suspicious of China, 
amicable toward Taiwan and 
deeply concerned about Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine. The 

country’s military is muscling up, 
notably in the naval sphere with 
marines and light carriers and in 
the skies with the largest non-U.S. 
order of F-35 stealth fi ghters and 
an ongoing force of long-range 
Tomahawk cruise missiles.

The Philippines and China 
have clashed violently over ter-
ritorial claims in the South China 
Sea, and Japan is facing a simi-
lar hybrid challenge from China 
in the East China Sea. Manila 
is struggling to control the en-
croachment of Chinese fi shing 
fl eets and coast guard units off  a 
hotly disputed shoal, and Japan is 

seeing a similar pattern in the dis-
puted Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands.

The Philippines has visiting 
troop agreements with Australia 
and the United States, and, like 
Japan, it has a mutual defense 
treaty with Washington.

The reciprocal access agree-
ment is Japan’s third such deal. 
After extensive negotiations, To-
kyo’s fi rst deal was signed with 
Canberra in 2022. Tokyo used 
that benchmark as a framework 
for another mutual access accord 
with Britain in 2023 and is in talks 
for a similar deal with French 
defense offi  cials.

A reciprocal access agree-
ment is a mutual defense treaty 
designed to enable the smooth 
transfer of manpower, equipment 
and weapons between the states, 
enabling personnel, vessel and 
unit exchanges and exercises.

In the decades since World 
War II, Japan has been loath to 
export military arms and other 
defense products. The Philippines 
is the fi rst recipient of Tokyo’s 
defense aid package and is re-
ceiving coast guard vessels and 
off shore radars.

Backed by a government loan, 
Japanese contractors are building 

fi ve more 318-foot coast guard 
vessels for the Philippines, which 
has faced recent attacks from 
China’s large coast guard.

Analysts say the U.S. Navy, 
despite a powerful presence in 
the region, is not well suited to 
respond to Beijing’s hybrid tactics 
short of open war. Analysts told a 
congressional hearing last month 
that the U.S. Coast Guard has that 
kind of expertise but lacks the 
manpower, equipment and reach 
to patrol the East Asian theater.

“The USCG’s primary focus 
and missions are much closer to 
U.S. territory than the Western 

Pacific and competition with 
China,” said Drew Thompson, a 
former U.S. defense offi  cial who 
is now a research fellow at the 
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public 
Policy at the National University 
of Singapore. “They are not de-
signed to be a symmetrical force 
to confront China.”

Japan and the Philippines 
signed the deal a day before 
NATO was to kick off  its sum-
mit in Washington. The leaders 
of Japan, New Zealand and South 
Korea will attend, but Austra-
lia’s prime minister declined his 
invitation.

DEAL
From page A1
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Migrant children are vulnerable to border cartels. Th e federal government has no responsibility aft er they are placed with sponsors.
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BALTIMORE | New parents in Bal-
timore could receive a $1,000 “baby 
bonus” if voters approve a proposal that 
aims to help reduce childhood poverty 
from birth with a modest one-time cash 
payment.

A group of Baltimore teachers is 
behind the eff ort. Organizers recently 
secured the necessary 10,000 signatures 
to bring the question to voters as a ballot 
initiative in November. Their campaign 
relied on extensive canvassing eff orts 
and a cute logo: a fl ying cartoon stork 
with a bag of money in its beak.

The proposal is loosely modeled on 
a program implemented this year in 
Flint, Michigan, where women receive 
$1,500 during mid-pregnancy and $500 
per month for the fi rst year after giving 
birth. Offi  cials said the Flint program was 
the fi rst of its kind in the U.S.

Countries in Europe and Asia have 
experimented with larger cash pay-
ments, but those programs are meant 
to encourage more people to have more 

kids, not address child poverty. Italy, 
which has one of the world’s lowest 
birth rates, provides baby bonus checks 
and other benefi ts aimed at increasing 
the population.

Organizers behind the Baltimore 
campaign say more systemic change 
is needed on a national level to help lift 
families out of poverty, but giving new 
parents a modest fi nancial boost could 
prove an important fi rst step.

“If we’re going to spend a limited 
amount of money, where do you get 
the most bang for your buck? Research 
says at birth,” said Nate Golden, a high 
school math teacher who helped found 
the Maryland Child Alliance, which is 
pushing for the ballot initiative. “This 
could literally have a lifelong impact 
on a kid.”

Mr. Golden said he also hopes the 
program will demonstrate to elected 
leaders in Baltimore and beyond that 

there’s a real appetite among voters for 
implementing policies that help vulner-
able children succeed.

The issue is particularly urgent in 
Baltimore, where an estimated 31% of 
school-aged children are experiencing 
poverty, according to census data. Na-
tionally, childhood poverty fell during 
the pandemic thanks to federal relief 
programs, but it has since climbed again 
to about 12% in 2022.

It’s incredibly hard for the poor to 
move up the economic ladder, especially 
among communities of color. Research 
shows that most American children born 
into the lowest income bracket will re-
main at roughly the same socioeconomic 
status for the rest of their lives.

Mr. Golden said he sees similar sce-
narios playing out in his classroom 
every school year — with students who 
are experiencing homelessness, food 
insecurity, gun violence and countless 

other challenges.
“When you see what they’re going 

through outside school, I’m still going 
to demand their best in the classroom 
but it’s just not enough,” he said. “We 
have to take care of these underlying 
needs before we can get kids to focus 
on learning.”

If the ballot initiative is approved, all 
new parents in Baltimore will receive 
a one-time payment of at least $1,000.

An estimated 7,000 children are born 
in Baltimore each year, so the program 
would cost about $7 million annually, 
which is roughly 0.16% of the city’s 
annual operating budget, according to 
supporters. The initiative won’t result 
in higher taxes, but it will be up to Bal-
timore’s City Council to allocate funds 
if it passes.

Advocates say taking a blanket ap-
proach to distributing the funds ensures 
that no one falls through the cracks. It 
also means some of the money goes 
to affl  uent parents who don’t need as-
sistance, but Mr. Golden said it’s worth 
including them to avoid leaving out the 
poorest families.

MARYLAND

New parents could receive $1,000 ‘baby bonus’  
Group of Baltimore teachers leads 
effort to reduce childhood poverty
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Most medical students at Baltimore’s 
Johns Hopkins University will no longer 
pay tuition thanks to a $1 billion gift from 
Bloomberg Philanthropies announced 
Monday.

Starting in the fall, the donation will 
cover full tuition for medical students 
from families earning less than $300,000. 
Living expenses and fees will be covered 
for students from families who earn up 
to $175,000.

Bloomberg Philanthropies said that 
currently almost two-thirds of all stu-
dents seeking a doctor of medicine 
degree from Johns Hopkins qualify for 
fi nancial aid, and 45% of the current class 
will also receive living expenses. The 
school estimates that graduates’ average 
total loans will decrease from $104,000 
currently to $60,279 by 2029.

The gift will also increase fi nan-
cial aid for students at the university’s 
schools of nursing, public health and 
other graduate schools.

“By reducing the fi nancial barriers to 
these essential fi elds, we can free more 
students to pursue careers they’re pas-
sionate about – and enable them to serve 
more of the families and communities 

who need them 
the most,” Mi-
chael Bloomberg, 
founder of Bloom-
berg Philanthropies 
and Bloomberg 
LP, said in a state-
ment on Monday. 
Mr. Bloomberg re-
ceived a bachelor’s 
degree in electrical 
engineering from 

Johns Hopkins University in 1964.
The gift will go to John Hopkins’ 

endowment and every penny will go 
directly to students, said Ron Daniels, 
president of Johns Hopkins University.

“Mike has really been moved by the 
challenges that the professions con-
fronted during the course of the pan-
demic and the heroic eff orts they’ve 
made to protecting and providing care to 
American citizens during the pandemic,” 
Mr. Daniels said in an interview. “I 
think he simply wanted to recognize the 
importance of these fi elds and provide 
this support to ensure that the best and 
brightest could attend medical school 
and the school of nursing and public 
health.”

Bloomberg Philanthropies previously 
gifted $1.8 billion to Johns Hopkins in 

2018 to ensure that undergraduate stu-
dents are accepted regardless of their 
family’s income.

Johns Hopkins will be the latest medi-
cal school to off er free tuition to most or 
all of their medical students.

In February, Ruth Gottesman, a for-
mer professor at the Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine and the widow of 
a Wall Street investor, announced that 
she was donating $1 billion to the school. 
The gift meant that four-year students 
immediately received free tuition and 
all other students will be off ered free 
tuition in the fall.

In 2018, Kenneth and Elaine Langone 
gave $100 million to the NYU Grossman 
School of Medicine to make tuition free 
for all current and future medical stu-
dents through an endowment fund. The 
couple gave a second gift of $200 million 
in 2023 to the NYU Grossman Long 
Island School of Medicine to guarantee 
free tuition for all medical students. 
Kenneth Langone is a co-founder of 
Home Depot.

Other medical schools, like UCLA’s 
David Geff en School of Medicine, off er 
merit-based scholarships thanks to some 
$146 million in donations from the re-
cording industry mogul, David Geff en. 
The Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of 

Medicine has also off ered tuition-free ed-
ucation for medical students since 2008.

Candice Chen, associate professor, 
Milken Institute School of Public Health 
at The George Washington University, 
has researched the social missions of 
medical schools and had a strong reac-
tion to the recent major gifts to John 
Hopkins, NYU and Albert Einstein.

“Collectively the medical schools 
right now, I hate to say this, but they’re 
failing in terms of producing primary 
care, mental health specialists as well as 
the doctors who will work in and serve 
in rural and underserved communities,” 
Ms. Chen said. She would have loved to 
see this gift go to Meharry Medical Col-
lege in Tennessee, for example, which 
is a historically Black school that has 
produced many primary care doctors 
who work in communities that have 
shortages.

Mr. Bloomberg granted Meharry 
Medical College $34 million in 2020 as 
part of a $100 million gift he made to four 
Black medical schools to help reduce 
the debt of their medical students for 
four years.

There have been only a handful of 
previous $1 billion donations to universi-
ties in the U.S., most coming in the past 
several years.

MARYLAND

Hopkins gifted $1 billion to cover medical students’ tuition

BY MATT DELANEY

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Prosecutors on Monday blamed soft-
on-crime laws passed by District leaders 
for making it more diffi  cult to punish 
violent young carjackers — but new 
police initiatives have helped bring car 
thefts down from the record highs of last 
year anyway.

U.S. Attorney Matthew Graves, the 
federal prosecutor whose offi  ce handles 
most major crimes in the city, credited 
dedicated investigators from the Metro-
politan Police Department and forensic 
assistance from the FBI and ATF for 
helping to bring the carjacking wave of 
2023 under control.  

But the city’s top prosecutor also said 
the crime surge seen in 2023 — in which 
the city saw the most killings since the 
late 1990s and record-high carjackings — 
underscores what he sees as fl aws in the 
criminal justice legislation approved by 
the D.C. Council in recent years.

He said it’s most evident in laws 
granting leniency to defendants under 
25 years old, who make up the bulk of 
the District’s carjacking suspects.  

“These are all challenges that get 
exposed when you get hit with a crime 
wave,” Mr. Graves said at a media event 
Monday. “You don’t feel them at fi rst 
— you don’t see them when they’re im-
mediately passed — but when a crisis 
comes, that’s when you see the short-
comings of your foundation.”

He  referred specifically to 2018 
amendments made to D.C.’s Youth 

Rehabilitation Act.
The amended law allows judges to 

hand down lighter sentences to people 
who were under 25 when the crime was 
committed. The original language of 
the 1985 law allowed leniency only for 
convicts 21 and under.    

The U.S. attorney further criticized 
some aspects of the Second Look Act 
for creating an imbalance in judicial 
consequences.

The 2021 law lets convicted murder-
ers and rapists petition for a reduced 
sentence after 15 years behind bars as 
long as they were under 25 when the 
crime happened.

“It shouldn’t just come down to 
whether you’ve done reasonably well 
in a confi ned institution, which has no 
bearing on how you’re going to be when 
you’re back in society,” Mr. Graves said. 
“It also doesn’t take into account the im-
pact on the victims in many instances.”

Metropolitan Police documented 258 
violent car thefts in the city as of July — a 
46% drop from where the District was 
at this point in 2023.

This June only saw 31 carjackings, a 
78% year-over-year drop from the 140 
reported last June which represented the 
peak of the District’s carjacking crisis.

Police data also shows carjacking ar-
rests are up 23% through Monday, with 46 
juveniles (up 15% year-over-year) and 29 
adults (up 38%) being handcuff ed in 2024.

New legislation that makes it easier 
to prosecute carjackings has produced 
unclear results so far.

Mr. Graves could not recall his offi  ce 

charging a case that takes advantage of 
the broadened defi nition of carjacking 
enshrined by the Secure DC Act passed 
this spring.

The new language allows prosecutors 
to charge for carjacking if the victim is 
mugged for their car keys while stand-
ing near their vehicle, such as by a gas 
pump or if they are walking from their 
car to their home.

That said, Mr. Graves did note those 
suspects are usually charged with a 
crime, it’s just not as severe as a carjack-
ing off ense would be.

But even as the District navigates 
how to punish violent car thieves, the 
attorney’s offi  ce has had success charg-
ing some young suspects as adults over 

carjackings.
Even with more arrests and fewer 

carjackings, the District is still on pace 
to fi nish 2024 with around the same 
number of carjackings it saw in 2022 — 
which ended the year with a then-record 
of 474 at the time.

Mr. Graves said the downward trend 
in carjackings is reliant on all levels of 
government “continuing to do all the 
right things in our lane.”

The criminal trend isn’t just confi ned 
to the District. Fairfax County police in 
the Virginia suburbs said they arrested 
38-year-old Ranzo Johnson on Saturday 
after he carjacked one victim and tried to 
do the same to two others in a 90-minute 
duration.

DISTRICT

D.C. laws faulted for diffi  culty in punishing carjackers
Federal prosecutors credit investigators 
for helping bring 2023 wave under control 

Bloomberg

VIRGINIA
SOUTH HILL

Large blaze contained,
15 responders injured

Fifteen fi refi ghters were injured 
battling a large fi re at a fertilizer ware-
house in Virginia, offi  cials said.

The fi refi ghters suff ered non-life 
threatening injuries from chemical 
exposure, heat exhaustion and minors 
scrapes and burns while taking on 
the fi re that started Saturday at the 
Nutrien Ag Solutions facility in South 
Hill, the town’s volunteer fi re depart-
ment said on Facebook.

Fire offi  cials recommended those 
near the area evacuate voluntarily and 
asked people to avoid the area and 
take shelter.

The fi re has been contained, the fi re 
department said.

The Virginia Department of 
Emergency Management was monitor-
ing the area after runoff  from the fi re 
entered nearby creeks, the fi re depart-
ment said.

“Cleanup will take weeks for our 
agencies and an extended period of 
time for the property,” the fi re depart-
ment said.

News outlets reported that the fi re 
started when someone drove into the 
building. Fire offi  cials said that person 
was sent to the hospital with burns.

— Associated Press

DISTRICT

NATO summit closes
many downtown D.C. roads

Dozens of world leaders are com-
ing to the District this week for the 
2024 NATO summit, leading to a 
wide-ranging tangle of road closures 
and detours that promise to create 
headaches for commuters and visitors 
downtown.

“Getting through downtown next 
week will require extra time, patience 
and planning,” Mayor Muriel Bowser 
said last week. “There will be road clo-
sures, extra security and delays around 
the Washington Convention Center 
and Federal Triangle.”

The road closures began Monday 
and will continue until the summit 
concludes Thursday evening. 

The biggest shutdowns for pedes-
trians and drivers will encircle the 
Washington Convention Center, the 
Mellon Auditorium and the White 
House.

The Federal Triangle Metro station 
will be closed on Tuesday, while the 
Mount Vernon Square station will be 
inaccessible Tuesday through Thurs-
day. Trains will still run, but offi  cials 
said they will bypass the aff ected 
stations. 

The summit has also led to wide-
ranging detours for the District’s bus 
routes. 

The following bus routes will be af-
fected from 8 p.m. Monday until 8 p.m. 
Thursday: D4, D6, G2, G8, P6, S2, X2, 
3F, 3Y, 11Y, 16F, 16Y, 32, 33, 36, 52, 69, 63, 
64, 70, 74 and 79.

Detailed updates about road clo-
sures and bus schedule changes are 
available by texting “NATODC” to 
888-777.

— Liam Griffi  n

Actor Jay Johnston pleads
guilty to Jan. 6 riot charges

An actor who played a street-brawl-
ing newsman in the movie “Anchor-
man: The Legend of Ron Burgundy” 
and a pizzeria owner in the television 
series “Bob’s Burgers” pleaded guilty 
Monday to interfering with police of-
fi cers trying to protect the U.S. Capitol 
from a mob’s attack on Jan. 6, 2021.

Jay Johnston, 55, of Los Angeles, 
faces a maximum sentence of fi ve 
years in prison after pleading guilty to 
civil disorder, a felony. U.S. District 
Judge Carl Nichols is scheduled to 
sentence Johnston on Oct. 7.

The estimated sentencing guide-
lines for Johnston recommend a 
prison term ranging from eight to 14 
months, but the judge isn’t bound by 
that term of his plea agreement with 
prosecutors.

Video footage captured Johnston 
pushing against police and helping 
rioters who attacked offi  cers guarding 
an entrance to the Capitol in a tunnel 
on the Lower West Terrace, according 
to an FBI agent’s affi  davit. Johnston 
held a stolen police shield over his 
head and passed it to other rioters dur-
ing the attack, the affi  davit says.

— Associated Press

LIZZY DONKER/THE WASHINGTON TIMES

U.S. Attorney Matthew Graves said Monday that the crime surge seen in 2023, which 
includes record-high carjackings, underscores what he sees as fl aws in the criminal 
justice legislation approved by the D.C. Council in recent years. 
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“S
teve Bannon Is No Longer a Free Man,” gloated 
one left-wing website.

“Steve Bannon Swaps His Podcast Studio for a 
Prison Cell,” another gleefully reported.

July 1 was, by any measure, a dark and grave moment in Ameri-
can political history — one concealed only by its absurdity.

Former President Donald Trump’s former senior White House 
adviser and key architect of the Trump 2016 campaign reported to a 
federal prison in Danbury, Connecticut, to begin serving a sentence 
borne entirely of naked partisan politics.

“Contempt of Congress” is the offi  cial crime, as if 90% of Ameri-
cans at any given moment would not be convicted of the same of-
fense if charged by crazy prosecutors. But the “90%” fi gure does not 
actually do justice to the true level of contempt Americans have for 
Congress these days. That outstanding 10% who do not currently 
register contempt for Congress in polls today will have contempt 
for Congress as soon as the other party takes over again.

So, actually, it is more like 100% of Americans today would be 
found guilty if charged with contempt of Congress. 

In other words, Steve Bannon is all of us.
***
But the previously unthinkable scene of Mr. Bannon in Danbury 

— like the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. in Birmingham or Nelson 
Mandela on Robben Island — was not the really dark and grave 
moment this past week. That scene unfolded on the same morning 
300 miles to the south outside the Supreme Court, which had just is-
sued a widely predicted and reasonable 6-3 opinion that presidents 
obviously have immunity from prosecution for their offi  cial acts as 
president.

Otherwise, former Presi-
dent George W. Bush would 
be charged for cooking the 
evidence to get us into the 
Iraq War, former Presi-
dent Barack Obama would 
be charged with murder 
for droning a 16-year-old 
American citizen in Yemen, 

and President Biden would likely be executed for an airstrike on 10 
civilians in Afghanistan, including seven children and three charity 
workers feeding the hungry.

The only extraordinary thing about the Supreme Court ruling 
was that three justices had made it to the high court despite being so 
tangled in the kelp of their own stupidity and so deeply partisan that 
they signed their names to a dissent that would obliterate an entire 
branch of government.

It was, in short, an attempted judicial insurrection — a black-
robed coup against the presidency and the very Constitution they 
were sworn to uphold.

Though she was heralded as a “wise Latina” when Democrats 
put Justice Sonia Sotomayor on the Supreme Court, she quickly es-
tablished herself as the dumbest person on the bench. With her un-
hinged dissent last week, she also established herself as an unstable 
lunatic — a dangerous combination when mixed with stupidity and 
power.

She actually 
used the ink and 
paper of her offi  ce 
in the Supreme 
Court to instruct the 
current president 
and all future presi-
dents that they are 
now free to use “the 
Navy’s Seal Team 6 
to assassinate a po-
litical rival.” Never 
mind that such an 
act would never fall 
into the category 
of an “offi  cial act,” 
Justice Sotomayor 
just wants Mr. 
Biden and future 
presidents to know that they are free to assassinate their political 
rivals. (Hint, hint. Wink, wink.)

Nothing lowers the temperature of an already broiling political 
debate like a black-robed justice for life encouraging political assas-
sinations from the highest bench in the land.

***
Back in Danbury, Mr. Bannon stood before cameras and de-

clared that he was “proud to go to prison.”
Dressed in double black shirts outside the federal prison, Mr. 

Bannon left at home the quiver of four to seven pens he usually 
keeps holstered in the placket of his outer-buttoned shirt. He of-
fered himself as a martyr, standing up to the tyranny of a justice 
system twisted and weaponized by Mr. Biden to punish his political 
enemies.

“But martyrs die and I’m far from dead, baby,” Mr. Bannon 
bragged with a devious smile.

At that moment, Mr. Biden must have kicked himself for not 
sending in SEAL Team 6.

Mr. Bannon was joined by his own SEAL team, including the 
fearless Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene of Georgia, a Catholic priest, 
his daughter and Erik Prince, America’s most famous mercenary 
and an actual Navy SEAL. The whole scene had the feel of a band 
of righteous rebels locked in guerrilla warfare against an unblinking 
tyrant in the jungles of Southeast Asia, where Mr. Bannon would be 
starved in a bamboo jail cell. 

The air was heavy with revenge. Lost on no one is the fact that 
Mr. Bannon is scheduled to be released from prison just days before 
the November election in which Mr. Trump is poised to win.

Mr. Prince, the mercenary, stood by Mr. Bannon, wearing a sand 
khaki tactical shirt.

“We turn my friend Steve Bannon over to the guards at the 
prison here. We will be here in four months to collect him in good 
health,” he said, before adding a stark warning.

“We expect that they take good care of him or there will be ac-
countability for that as well.”

Then the priest stepped forward to off er a prayer for him, 
and Mr. Bannon replied: “Father, don’t pray for me. Pray for our 
enemies.”

Charles Hurt is the opinion editor at The Washington Times.

Soldiers of fortune
Bamboo jail cell in a banana bepublic

By Jed Babbin

T
he North Atlantic Treaty Organization — NATO 
— began in 1949 with 12 members. In 10 rounds 
of expansion, many of the former Warsaw Pact 
nations have joined to benefi t from the NATO 
Treaty’s Article 5, which pledges that each mem-
ber nation will defend every other.

In 10 rounds of expansion, NATO has enlarged 
itself to 32 members, including Sweden and Norway, 

which joined this year. Other nations — Bosnia-Herzegovina, Ukraine 
and Georgia — are 
all aspiring to NATO 
membership.

As the NATO website 
points out, a 1995 study 
on new membership con-
cludes that any nation that 
meets fi ve criteria should 
be able to join. Those 
criteria are (1) the nation 
has a democratic political 
system based on a market 
economy, (2) it treats mi-
nority populations fairly, 
(3) it is committed to the 
peaceful resolution of 
confl icts, (4) it is able and 
willing to make military 
contributions to NATO 
operations and (5) it is 
committed to democratic 
civil-military relations and 
institutional structures.

Those criteria have 
been violated by the ad-
mission of certain mem-
bers. Montenegro, for 
example, has — for those 
who remember “The 
Mouse That Roared” — 
the military capabilities 
of the Duchy of Grand 
Fenwick.

In its 2008 Bucharest 
Summit, NATO agreed 
that Georgia and Ukraine 
would become NATO 
members. As this column 
has also pointed out, 
NATO Secretary General 
Jens Stoltenberg unwisely 
said a few months ago that 
NATO was trying to agree 
on an irreversible path to 
membership for Ukraine. 
Former Dutch Prime Min-
ister Mark Rutte, who will 
succeed Mr. Stoltenberg 
as secretary general in October, should reverse that position and bring 
about a more rational approach to new nations’ membership.

The most critical questions must be: What does the prospective 
member bring to the fi ght, and what is its strategic value?

Mr. Rutte’s reputation is that of a man who can generate consen-
sus, which will be as diffi  cult in NATO as it is in the European Union. 
He has supported former President Donald Trump’s demand that the 
NATO members spend more on their own defense.

Mr. Trump’s demands have been eff ective. In 2024, 18 of NATO’s 32 
members will spend the agreed-on 2% of their gross domestic product 
on defense. One of the worst laggards is Canada, which — under Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau — will spend only about 1.4%.

The genesis of NATO was the threat to Western Europe by the for-
mer Soviet Union. Russia, without its former empire, is still a signifi cant 
danger to the NATO nations. Both Georgia and Ukraine border Russia. 

In the case of Ukraine, Russia’s 2014 invasion and subsequent annexa-
tion of its Crimean Peninsula, coupled with its 2022 invasion, brought 
war to Europe in a magnitude unseen since the Second World War.

Obviously, Ukraine cannot become a NATO member while that war 
goes on. It will probably continue — despite any interim peace agree-
ment — as long as Russian President Vladimir Putin is alive.

Mr. Putin has hinted that, like Kaiser Wilhelm did of Germany 
before World War I, he believes Western nations are trying to surround 
Russia to deny its rightful place in the world. The addition of either 
Ukraine or Georgia would heighten Mr. Putin’s anxiety.

The only answer to the NATO membership issue is to stop NATO’s 
expansion at this point. There 
is no pressing need for nations 
such as Georgia or Ukraine to 
become members.

That doesn’t mean 
NATO’s expansion should 
stop entirely. Why shouldn’t 
Israel, Japan or Australia be 
members? Each has consider-
able military capabilities from 
which NATO would benefi t. 
Each is strategically placed 
and — in the cases of Austra-
lia and Japan — could mean a 
strategic deterrent to China. 
In the case of Israel, NATO 
membership would be a clear 
deterrent to Iran.

The reason, unfortunately, 
is simple. The European 
members of NATO and Can-
ada have neither the political 
will nor the military capability 
to defend any nation in the 
Pacifi c. In the case of Israel, 
they have an antipathy that 
has grown from the war with 
Hamas that has assumed an 
enormous ideological impor-
tance that Europe will not 
soon overcome.

What would Mr. Trump 
do to (or with) NATO if he 
is reelected in November? 
Rumors abound that he would 
take radical action, perhaps 
keeping the NATO nations 
under the U.S. nuclear um-
brella but taking U.S. troops 
out of Europe. Whatever he 
does, he should lead NATO 
into the future while still 
encouraging the laggards to 
spend more on defense.

Any new member nation 
should have more military 
capability than Montenegro 
and more strategic value.

NATO was and can be again, a cornerstone of our deterrent strategy 
if it is led properly, which President Biden hasn’t done.

Under Mr. Biden, American deterrence has become ineff ective. U.S. 
military spending is enormous, but much of the defense budget is being 
spent on the wrong things, which will be discussed in a future column. 
The ineff ectiveness of our deterrence is best exemplifi ed by the Houthis 
of Yemen, who — despite Mr. Biden’s eff orts — are still attacking ship-
ping in the Red Sea.

Deterrence is measured by the ability and willingness to use force 
for defense. We need to do a lot better, and NATO could be one good 
way to do so.

Jed Babbin is a national security and foreign aff airs columnist for 
The Washington Times and contributing editor for The American 
Spectator.

Don’t enlarge NATO
Members need to have military capability, strategic value to alliance

By Rowan Scarborough

We now know the letter of 51 U.S. 
intelligence offi  cers saying Hunter 
Biden’s laptop was classic Russian 
disinformation was the biggest 

instance of governm=ent interference in a 
presidential election since — we don’t have to 
go back too far — the Steele dossier four years 
earlier.

Funny how both of those deceptions — the 
Hillary Clinton campaign’s Russia-sourced 
dossier fed to an obedient FBI, and the laptop 
letter signed by 51 former intelligence overseers 
falsely blaming Russia for Hunter’s inbox — were 
executed by one party: the Democratic Party. The 
Democrats even got the CIA bureaucracy to dive 
into domestic politics like some creepy Kremlin 
gang.

The goal, of course, was to destroy Republican 
Donald Trump’s 2016 presidential bid.

We know that the FBI and liberal news media 
relied on British former spy Christopher Steele’s 
dossier and its list of false felony allegations to 
sabotage Mr. Trump before and after he reached 
the White House.

We have learned more about the bogus intelli-
gence bigwigs’ laptop letter designed to suff ocate 

Democrats’ endless hoaxes
A deep dive into 51 U.S. intelligence offi cers’ letter
calling Hunter’s laptop Russian disinformation
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By Cal Th omas

A
nyone hoping George Stepha-

nopoulos’ interview of 
President Biden on ABC 
News would allay the grow-

ing fears of Democrats that the president 
is not mentally fi t to serve another four 
years must be disappointed.

When asked repeatedly and in diff erent 
ways if he would take an independent 
neurological exam, Mr. Biden refused, 
claiming he is mentally fi t and doesn’t 
need a test because he is tested “every 
day” and his test is “running the world.” 
The world is in bad shape, with wars and 
rumors of wars. Does he take the blame? 
Apparently not.

Things are so bad that 
the Biden campaign was 
forced to admit it provided 
eight questions to radio host 
Andrea Lawful-Sanders of 
“The Source” on WURD 
before her interview with 
the president.

In that interview, Mr. 
Biden accidentally stated he 
was “the fi rst Black woman 
to serve in the White House.” 
In 1998, Nobel Prize-winning 
author Toni Morrison wrote 
in The New Yorker that Bill 
Clinton was America’s “fi rst 
Black president” because of 
life experiences he shared 
with many Black people. 
That was said about Mr. 
Clinton. He didn’t claim a 
diff erent racial or gender 
background.

If Mr. Biden’s mental 
health is fi ne and asser-
tions to the contrary are 
untrue, the quickest way 
to resolve the issue is to 
take a test. Not to do so 
suggests the president is 
covering up something po-
tentially serious. The New 
York Post reported that 
according to White House 
visitor logs, a top Parkin-
son’s disease specialist in 
Washington met with the 
president’s personal physician earlier 
this year. What was that about? Silence 
from those who know.

It gets worse. Politico reports 
diplomats and world leaders prepar-
ing for this week’s NATO summit “are 
privately expressing acute concern 
about President Joe Biden’s age, health 
and ability to win the 2024 presidential 
election. These foreign offi  cials largely 
favor Biden’s re-election and fear that 
Donald Trump’s return to offi  ce would 
damage the NATO alliance and cripple the 
war eff ort in Ukraine. But they have reacted 

to Biden’s recent debate performance 
with dismay and fear that Biden may be 
too frail to defeat Trump and lead a global 
superpower.”

That pretty much sums up the concerns 
of increasing numbers of Democrats. How 
long will it be before we see a replay of that 
Republican Senate delegation that went to 
the White House in 1974 and told President 
Richard Nixon he had lost the support of 
Congress and would be impeached and 
removed from offi  ce?

There are plenty of nonsensical 
examples of Mr. Biden’s inability to speak 
coherently. Consider this one excerpt 
from the Stephanopoulos interview in 
response to his debate performance: “The 
whole way I prepared, nobody’s fault mine. 

Nobody’s fault but mine. 
... I, uh, prepared what I 
usually would do, sitting 
down as I did, come back 
with foreign leaders or 
National Security Council 
for explicit detail. And I 
realized about partway 
through that, you know, 
I quoted The New York 
Times had me down 10 
points before the debate, 
9 now or whatever the 
hell it is. The fact of the 
matter is that what I 
looked at is that he also 
lied 28 times. I couldn’t, I 
mean, the way the debate 
ran, not — my fault, no 
one else’s fault — no one 
else’s fault.”

Not even Google 
Translate could fi gure 
that one out. And it’s 
not just his mental state 
but his policies, chief of 
which is the open border, 
which, according to a 
recent Center for Immi-
gration Studies poll, is the 
top issue for most voters 
in this election.

For the sake of his fam-
ily, himself, and especially 
the country, President 
Biden should have an 
immediate cognitive test 

performed by an independent physi-
cian, and complete results should be 
released to the public. Anything less — 
or nothing at all — is unacceptable and 
puts the nation in danger by a president 
who increasingly appears incapable of fully 
performing his duties.

Readers may email Cal Thomas at 
tcaeditors@tribpub.com. Look for 
Cal Thomas’ latest book, “A Watch-
man in the Night: What I’ve Seen 
Over 50 Years Reporting on America” 
(HumanixBooks).

The Biden cover-up
President must take cognitive test

It gets worse. Politico 
reports diplomats 
and world leaders 
preparing for this 

week’s NATO summit 
“are privately 

expressing acute 
concern about 

President Joe Biden’s 
age, health and 
ability to win the 
2024 presidential 

election. Th ese foreign 
offi  cials largely favor 

Biden’s re-election 
and fear that Donald 

Trump’s return to 
offi  ce would damage 

the NATO alliance 
and cripple the war 

eff ort in Ukraine. But 
they have reacted 
to Biden’s recent 

debate performance 
with dismay and fear 

that Biden may be 
too frail to defeat 
Trump and lead a 

global superpower.”

Our cousins across the Atlantic have 
just replaced a nominally Conser-
vative government with the British 

equivalent of Sen. Bernie Sanders. Keir 
Starmer met with King Charles III on Friday 
to accept the position of prime minister after 
winning an election that wasn’t even close.

The Labor Party secured 412 seats in the 
House of Commons — a 63% majority — 
leaving Conservatives powerless with a 
paltry 121. Nigel Farage and three Reform 
UK members won seats they intend to use 
as a platform to oppose the leftists and form 
a new conservative majority.

Thanks to the convoluted structure of par-
liamentary elections, Mr. Starmer achieved 
his blowout victory with fewer votes than 
Conservatives and Reform received com-
bined. Polling data from YouGov confi rms 
the public wasn’t exactly embracing Labor. 
Nearly half of voters told pollsters they had 
an unfavorable view of the party, with 48% 
of Labor voters saying their motivation was 
“to get the Tories out.”

Who can blame them? Had Conservatives 
stayed in power, voters would still get “net 
zero,” a plan that replaces aff ordable energy 
sources with expensive and ineffi  cient alter-
natives that masquerade as green. It’s the 
same idea the left pushes here in the United 
States; it’s just pushed with less vigor.

Thanks to Conservative inaction, immi-
gration also tripled in the past several years. 
Instead of focusing on fi ghting crime in the 
streets, British police offi  cers spend their 
time attending diversity training seminars 
and arresting anyone making “off ensive” 
comments on X.

London recorded 989 arrests between 
2021 and 2023 under a law allowing anyone 
to be thrown in jail for making naughty 
comments online. Of those arrested, 47 were 
charged with “Persistently making use of 

public communication network to cause 
annoyance, inconvenience or anxiety.”

Mr. Starmer will be more straightforward 
about his intentions. He was formerly a 
member of the “editorial collective” for 
Socialist Alternatives, a Marxist journal. Mr. 
Starmer, who is 61, was still writing articles 
for Socialist Lawyer when he was 45.

But Mr. Starmer did trade some of his 
past anti-monarchical views for a title and 
a profi table seat at the table at the G7. He 
heads a party whose promise is to make 
Britain a clean energy superpower — not 
with a Green New Deal but with a “Green 
Prosperity Plan.” As the Labor manifesto 
states, “We will shape markets, and use pub-
lic investment to crowd in private funding” 
to achieve net-zero carbon dioxide emissions 
by 2030.

It’s a crony capitalist proposal to acceler-
ate the already excessive taxpayer funding 
of bird-killing windmills. Vast swaths of 
formerly pristine countryside will also be 
blighted with solar panels that will occa-
sionally generate electricity on the gloomy 
island, where the sun shines an average of 
15% of the day. The only ones to benefi t from 
the program will be the middlemen working 
with the Chinese factories that produce the 
turbine blades and photovoltaic cells.

On both sides of the Atlantic, conserva-
tives often feel compelled by the inces-
sant drumbeat from Hollywood leftists and 
corporate-owned media outlets to go along 
with futile endeavors of this sort. The Tories 
gave in and went hard “moderate” on this 
and every issue to avoid criticism.

In the end, the Conservative Party was 
captured by the agendas made fashionable 
by the BBC and the Guardian newspaper. 
The lesson for U.S. conservatives is how 
swiftly the voters recognized and punished 
the insincerity.

The Tory apocalypse
Defeat for milquetoast U.K. Conservatives holds lessons for U.S. conservatives

Voters are tired of the political pan-
dering by the Biden administration. 
“Yeah, girl, I’m out here in these 
streets” was a recent phrase used 
by Vice President Kamala Harris 
to refer to African American vot-
ers (“VP Harris mocked over BET 
awards campaign video: ‘Cringe,’” 
web, July 1). It is just one of many 
phrases being used to deceive us into 
ignoring the many policy failures of 
this administration that have created 
divisions between races, ages, politi-
cal affi  liations and the two genders.

The danger is that pandering can 
spread like wildfi re. My understand-
ing of polling is that it is necessary to 
decide who and what parts of society 
a campaign needs to infl uence. Still, I 

am trying to remember when some-
one last called me to participate in a 
poll. Political pandering is a shortcut 
to secure support and it seems to 
be the only choice for President 
Biden and his campaign team. It is 
insulting because it takes advantage 
of voters’ naivete and lack of intel-
ligence. Some examples are student 
loan forgiveness, the economy and 
border security. 

Pandering allows denial of reality 
and seeks to use misperceptions to 
set up social narratives absent of 
facts. It infl uences us not to believe 
what we see with our own eyes and 
on the news. How, for example, can 
you expect people to ignore the 
price increases they witness when 

food shopping, or the illegal im-
migrants on mopeds endangering 
pedestrians, or the recent presiden-
tial debate?

This election cycle will show 
that voters have fi nally awakened to 
years of pandering and now reject 
politicians’ attempts to infl uence 
them with deceptive tactics. In this 
country, if we do not like the direc-
tion things are taking, we have the 
power to change them. The world is 
watching. Let’s let this year’s election 
end the divisions created by political 
pandering and put in charge some-
one we can trust. 

GREG RALEIGH
Washington 

Pandering to constituent groups is insulting

“At Essence, Black Democrats rally 
behind Biden and talk up Kamala 
Harris” (web, July 7) quotes An-
tjuan Seawright, a Black Demo-
cratic consultant, as declaring that 
if President Biden drops out of the 
race, choosing “anyone other than 
Kamala would be malpractice — 
and it would tear the party apart.”

As more and more elected Dem-
ocrats urge Mr. Biden to withdraw 
and party leaders convene to plot 
alternatives, the president retreats 
into the defi ant delusion that marks 
dementia. Most recently he insisted 
that only “if the Lord Almighty 
comes out and tells me” to get out of 
the race, “I might do that.”

While Mr. Biden debates whether to 

obey a voice from heaven, rest assured 
that Vice President Kamala Harris and 
other party leaders are not waiting for a 
sign in the sky to scheme Plan B.

Every day that the polls worsen 
and the election approaches, the 
appeal of the 25th Amendment to 
the Constitution becomes more 
alluring. The amendment provides 
that “Whenever the Vice President 
and a majority of [the Cabinet 
declare] … that the President is 
unable to discharge the powers and 
duties of his offi  ce, the Vice Presi-
dent shall immediately assume the 
powers and duties of the offi  ce as 
Acting President.”

Leading up to that moment, Ms. 
Harris and her co-conspirators 

would begin systematically leak-
ing to the media more and more 
evidence of Mr. Biden’s cognitive 
chaos. A parade of party leaders 
would report that a clearly de-
tached-from-reality Mr. Biden has 
irrationally rejected their pleas for 
his withdrawal or resignation.

And then, in collusion with 
Cabinet members promised a role 
in her upcoming administration, 
Ms. Harris would be able to seize 
by political fi at the offi  ce she never 
could reach through the popular 
vote and secure for herself the 
nomination of the party.

JONATHAN IMBODY
Mechanicsville, Virginia 

Kamala’s way in

Individualism means freedom for 
individuals (“The only thing Ameri-
cans don’t seem to want more of is 
government,” web, July 7).

Having just celebrated its 248th 
birthday, America is the oldest 
among the 193 countries recognized 
in the United Nations. 

It is the only government on Earth 
created specifi cally to protect the 
unalienable rights of individuals, as 
emphasized in our Constitution’s 
10th and 14th amendments.

 It protects a minority against 
the tyranny of a majority possible 

under every version of socialism, as 
James Madison pointed out in both 
Federalist 10 and Federalist 51. 

That is the essence of a repub-
lic, and what sets it apart from a 
democracy.

The Constitution’s Article 3 
does not grant the Supreme Court 
the power to neuter unalienable 
rights by simple majority vote until 
nullifi ed. 

All other federal courts are in-
ferior, and Congress has complete 
power over them to protect unalien-
able rights, including possibly even 

removing from their jurisdiction 
the cases dealing with unalienable 
rights.

These are facts worth remember-
ing when voters select candidates 
to represent them in governments. 

Will you vote to preserve the 
dream of the founders and patriots, 
and protect the unalienable rights 
of individuals? Or will you vote for 
power-hungry totalitarians who will 
treat us all like serfs?

JOE BOYETT
Montgomery, Alabama 

Think before voting
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By Richard W. Rahn

L
ast week, ChatGPT revealed that it 

was better at being me than I 
was at being me. Fortunately, 
so far, it is only part of me 

where artifi cial intelligence is better. 
I had intended to write this weekly 
column to update you about the need 
to abolish the capital gains tax. A col-
league, who is a fi ne economist, had 
been doing work on monetary issues 
and mentioned to me that by using 
ChatGPT he was able to improve 
and speed up his work product. So I 
decided to give it a try, and I asked 
ChatGPT to “write a 700-word essay 
about economist Richard Rahn’s views 
on taxing capital gains.”

The result was astounding. Within 
seconds, the computer wrote a very 
fi ne essay, correctly presenting my ar-
guments and those of critics, all drawn 
from the many papers and articles I 
have written on the topic over more 
than four decades. I then asked it to 
write an essay about my work regard-
ing the size of government and eco-
nomic growth. Again, within seconds, I 
was presented with an excellent essay 
— perhaps better and more complete 
than I could write now — even though 
it was all based on things I had written 
over the years.

After experimenting further with 
ChatGPT, I concluded that it is useful 
and reasonably accurate in dealing 
with questions and topics where there 
are many papers for it to draw from 
(such as the problem with capital gains 
taxes or the optimum size of govern-
ment), and almost useless and not very 
accurate in dealing with topics that 
have limited source material, such as 
the biographies of people who are not 
famous. Wikipedia is much more use-
ful for such inquiries. Many companies 
are developing specifi c-use as well as 
general-use AI 
programs and 
tools, and as 
a result, AI’s 
usefulness and 
accuracy are 
growing at 
an exponen-
tial rate and 
probably will 
continue to do 
so for years to 
come.

Elon Musk 
and others 
have argued 
that eventually, 
AI and robots 
will be able 
to do almost 
all jobs, so 
increasingly, people will “go to work” 
only out of the pleasure they get from 
a job rather than as a fi nancial neces-
sity. We already see this with many 
affl  uent people of retirement age, who 
choose to continue to work because 
they fi nd it rewarding in a psycho-
logical sense rather than the need for 
added income. It is not that AI is going 
to make some jobs obsolete in the way 
the electric light bulb destroyed the 
business of most candle makers, but AI 
eventually will destroy almost every 
job that now exists. New but unknown 
jobs will emerge — in the same way 
that thousands of textile mill work-
ers’ jobs disappeared, but many more 
jobs were created using computer 
software.

The AI explosion has been causing 
me to rethink what I have been doing. 
I have been writing this weekly col-
umn for more than 20 years because I 
enjoy expressing my opinions on eco-
nomics, politics, history, foreign policy 
and science to a broader audience. In 
total, I have written perhaps a couple 
of thousand published academic and 
other papers, opinion columns, essays, 
etc., in my professional lifetime.

Many of the things we do in life are 
the results of unplanned opportuni-
ties or accidents. Most teenagers give 
some thought as to the future they 
would like to have — being a star ath-
lete, scientist or whatever. Some lucky 
people fi nd a passion early on (such as 
medicine) that is fi nancially rewarding 
and keeps them intellectually stimu-
lated well into their later years. Others 
fl ounder around for years, never fi nd-
ing a comfortable role. And some of us 
go through life always looking for new 
challenges and willing to take risks.

As one who has had a variety of ca-
reers (in academia, government, public 
policy, international economic devel-
opment, building new businesses, etc.) 
— and who has the luxury of deciding 
what new course to take, including 
doing nothing, rather than have some-
one else tell me “technology has made 
you obsolete” — I have decided to take 
some time to rethink what I want to do 
and how best to make a contribution.

Richard W. Rahn is chairman of the In-
stitute for Global Economic Growth and 
MCon LLC.

Not obsolete yet
AI will eventually destroy almost 

every job that now exists

Elon Musk and 
others have 
argued that 

eventually, AI 
and robots will 
be able to do 

almost all jobs, 
so increasingly, 
people will “go 

to work” only out 
of the pleasure 
they get from a 
job rather than 
as a fi nancial 

necessity.

By Van Hipp

L
et’s face it. The GOP has a deep bench 

of qualifi ed vice presidential 
picks for former President 
Donald Trump as he eyes his 
potential running mates. Each 
brings unique talents and skills 
to a Trump ticket and a Trump 
administration. One potential VP 

pick, though, increases Mr. Trump’s winning edge 
both in November and in a 
second Trump term: Sen. 
Tim Scott.

Here’s how:
First, the South Carolina 

Republican further solidifi es 
Mr. Trump’s growing support 
in minority communities.

Current polls show Mr. 
Trump is receiving support in 
Black and Hispanic communi-
ties that no GOP presidential 
nominee has seen in decades. 
Mr. Scott, who grew up poor 
in a single-parent household, 
saw the love of a mother who 
worked two jobs just to keep 
a roof over their heads. That, 
along with an abiding faith 
and a “never give up” attitude, 
led Mr. Scott to build his own 
successful small business 
and become the fi rst Afri-
can American senator to be 
elected from the South since 
Reconstruction. Mr. Scott’s 
story is the American story, 
and it resonates with many in 
minority communities that they can succeed if given an 
opportunity.

Second, opportunity zones.
Mr. Scott co-authored the historic initiative through 

the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. It has enabled billions of 
dollars of private sector capital to be invested in low-
income areas in all 50 states. It has off ered real hope in 
America’s economically distressed communities.

Mr. Scott’s leadership in making opportunity zones 
a reality is reminiscent of the message and vision of 
former Rep. Jack Kemp. Kemp, the GOP’s 1996 nominee 
for vice president, believed that the Republicans should 
do more to provide economic incentives for our inner 
cities and poor areas. Mr. Trump, who has taken his 

campaign to the South Bronx and Philadelphia, singled 
out Mr. Scott and his leadership on opportunity zones 
in the fi rst presidential debate with President Biden. 
Having Mr. Scott on the ticket will enable Mr. Trump 
to continue to take the fi ght, with real credibility, to 
urban and poor areas that have been failed by current 
government policies.

Third is Mr. Scott’s connection with the evan-
gelical community. Mr. Scott is genuinely admired in 
America’s evangelical community. He doesn’t just talk 
the talk. He walks the walk. Last year, he received the 

“Distinguished Christian Statesman Award.” The award 
is given annually by the respected Center for Christian 
Statesmanship, which was founded by the Rev. D. James 
Kennedy.

Yes, Mr. Trump is expected to get a large percent-
age of America’s evangelical vote, as he did in 2016 and 
2020. But increasing evangelical support and turnout 
by just a couple of points in critical swing states could 
prove crucial.

Fourth, recent polling data shows that Mr. Scott 
helps the Trump ticket.

A Harvard/Harris poll taken last month on the 
impact of various VP choices on the electorate showed 
that 6% of voters were likelier to vote for the Trump 

ticket with Mr. Scott as the VP nominee. The other 
would be GOP VP nominees had no impact or caused 
voters to be less likely to support Mr. Trump. In a re-
cent Fox News interview, pollster Mark Penn called Mr. 
Scott a good VP pick and one that Democrats feared.

Last, Mr. Scott can help get Mr. Trump’s agenda 
through the Senate.

In a second Trump term, Mr. Scott not only 
helps Mr. Trump in the fall but also has the skills and 
personality to help get the Trump agenda through 
Congress. In short, there’s no more liked member of 

the Senate than Tim Scott. 
He also knows how to work 
with other members to get 
things done. Don’t forget, 
he got Sen. Cory Booker, 
New Jersey Democrat, 
to co-sponsor his oppor-
tunity zone legislation. 
Sen. Sherrod Brown, Ohio 
Democrat, showed up at his 
swearing-in reception for 
his most recent term. Close 
to 10 senators spoke when 
he received the “Distin-
guished Christian Statesman 
Award.” Mr. Trump won’t 
fi nd a better or more eff ec-
tive vice president to help 
get his legislative agenda 
through Congress.

In short, Mr. Scott is 
a “happy warrior” who 
complements Mr. Trump 
in style and substance. He 
epitomizes the Ameri-
can dream and believes 
America’s best days are 
ahead if we can right the 

ship and get our nation back on track. His is a message 
of hope to so many across our land who are struggling 
to make ends meet.

Having Sen. Tim Scott as the GOP vice presidential 
nominee will increase Mr. Trump’s winning edge in the 
November election and help ensure the new Trump ad-
ministration is best prepared to get its agenda through 
Congress.

Van Hipp served as chairman of the South Carolina 
Republican Party from 1986 to 1989 and was a mem-
ber of the Presidential Electoral College in 1988. He 
also served as deputy assistant secretary of the 
Army under Defense Secretary Dick Cheney.

Why Sen. Tim Scott increases                          
Trump’s winning edge in November

And a successful second term as president

By David M. Walker and Jeanne M. DiFrancesco

As we celebrate the 248th anniversary of our independence, the great 
American experiment in self-governance “of the people, by the 
people and for the people” is in peril. Federal defi cits are still at 
pandemic levels, debt burdens are at record highs, and interest costs 

have surpassed defense spending, creating a ticking debt bomb that threatens 
our national security, economic prosperity and domestic tranquility.

At the same time, Americans’ faith in our institutions is at or near an all-time low. 
From boardrooms to classrooms, Americans believe in our republic and a profes-
sional, eff ective and nonpartisan civil service. They are questioning, however, the 
value of what the government is doing and its ability to deliver real results.

Nearly 250 years ago, our founders decided not to be subjects of a monarch but 
shareholders of a nation. Our federal leaders, however, are not properly discharging 
their stewardship responsibilities to the American shareholders in the face of many 
complex and fast-moving international threats and domestic challenges.

Mounting debt burdens and losing faith in our institutions may seem unrelated, 

but they are symptoms of the same fundamental issue. Unlike China, our greatest 
global competitor, the U.S. lacks long-term national strategies focused on key eco-
nomic, diplomatic, military and societal objectives. The federal government cannot 
also link its spending to the value it creates for the American people. If you do not 
know what something is worth, how would you know what you are willing to spend? 
This is the basic principle of return on investment, or ROI.

It is not hard to understand the value the federal government should be creating 
for the American people. The preamble to the Constitution articulates its mandate 
(e.g., provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, secure the bless-
ings of liberty, etc.), which could be translated into a suite of key national indicators 
to help measure the value the U.S. government is achieving for the American people.

Businesses routinely do this through ROI frameworks that provide the multifac-
eted insights necessary to balance activities, outcomes and returns across portfolios 
and over multiple time horizons simultaneously. They must and do execute compre-
hensive strategies with the speed necessary to meet market threats and opportunities, 
or they are out of business.

In contrast, our government produces an avalanche of individual agency strategic 

plans and annual budget justifi cations without links to desired national outcomes 
or the ability to articulate the value created for what they spend. Mired in a system 
that uses management science from decades ago, government leaders employ a 
fragmented and myopic approach that fails to produce a sustainable fi scal path, 
impairs the speed of action and obscures both the systemic risks and opportunities to 
dramatically improve performance.

To address both the fi scal and public confi dence issues, it is time for our govern-
ment to recognize the urgency and magnitude of the challenge and meet the 
moment with ingenuity, determination, and the clear-eyed understanding that 
this can and must be fi xed. The government will need a comprehensive, inte-
grated, outcome-based and resource-constrained strategic plan and far more 
sophisticated management science and systems to develop ROI-oriented 
frameworks that span the entire federal government and cascade through the 
agencies.

The Biden administration and Congress, supported by the Offi  ce of Man-
agement and Budget and Government Accountability Offi  ce, can then better 
exercise their leadership responsibilities with an evidence-based, analytic 

approach to planning, 
oversight, insight and fore-
sight activities. This will 
help to determine what is 
working, what is not, and 
what is missing. The result 
would be comprehensive, 
transparent, integrated and 
executable national strate-
gies, plans, budgets and 
performance measures to 
guide the needed trans-
formation of the federal 
government to be more ef-
fective and credible today 
and fi scally sustainable and 
adaptable over time.

These problems are 
well known by both 
political and civil service 
leaders. The lack of out-
come orientation and ROI 
frameworks undercuts the 
government’s ability to un-
derstand the impact of its 
actions on the American 
people’s interests and our 
global position. Americans 
are frustrated by the short-
term focus of political 

leadership, partisan gridlock and constantly shifting priorities. Adopting a 
comprehensive strategic plan in cooperation with Congress and institutional-
izing ROI-based frameworks can bring a rudder for planning, execution and 
oversight within and between administrations and Congresses.

Based on our current condition and future path, time is not on our side. 
Many current eff orts around government address aspects of this issue, but 
they are fragmented and lack adequate national-level leadership and institutional 
staying power.

This need for strategic government transformation is so serious that it deserves to 
be added to the GAO’s next “High-Risk List,” which is scheduled to be published in 
January. With light comes heat and with heat hopefully action to restore Ameri-
cans’ faith in our federal institutions to deliver “to ourselves and our Posterity” 
for the next quarter millennium.

David M. Walker is a former U.S. comptroller general and director of the Federal 
Fiscal Sustainability Foundation. Jeanne M. DiFrancesco is chairman and CEO of 
ProOrbis.

Th e great American experiment is in peril
GAO’s next ‘High-Risk List’ needs strategic government transformation
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news about Hunter’s scandalous hard 
drive unearthed by the New York 
Post. A postelection poll showed that 
if not for the well-publicized letter, Mr. 
Trump might have beaten Joe Biden in 
2020.

In June, Republicans and a conserva-
tive activist group released documents 
showing how the CIA intervened.

Michael Morell, former President 
Barack Obama’s deputy and acting CIA 
director, helped orchestrate the letter 
of 51. The signatories included Mr. 
Obama’s two other CIA directors and 
his director of national intelligence.

We knew that Mr. Biden’s longtime 
crony and now-secretary of state, 
Antony Blinken, kick-started the letter 
from his post as campaign adviser.

The letter said, in somewhat weasel 
words, that Hunter Biden’s texts and 
emails were 
hacked by the 
Russians (“all the 
classic earmarks 
of a Russian 
information 
operation”). 
The 51 provided 
no proof. But 
they provided 
then-candidate 
Biden and his 
liberal media all 
the reason they needed to ignore the 
laptop’s tales of million-dollar deals 
with shady foreign operatives — with 
then-Vice President Biden chauff euring 
son Hunter on Air Force Two.

Later, Mr. Morell candidly said he 
helped create the letter for one simple 
reason: to elect Mr. Biden.

Thanks to Judicial Watch, an aggres-
sive acquirer of government documents 
via the Freedom of Information Act, 
we learn that Mr. Morell’s role went 
deeper. His task was not just to create 
the letter but to hurry up the CIA to 
ensure it would be released before an 
upcoming debate and certainly before 
Election Day. To do this, he had to 
exercise his considerable infl uence at 
Langley. 

He submitted it to the CIA’s Prepub-
lication Classifi cation Review Board 
fi ve days after the New York Post’s Oct. 
14 bombshell, as the voting public was 
absorbing tales of Mr. Biden’s family’s 
foreign cash collection.

“This is a rush job, as it needs to get 
out as soon as possible,” Mr. Morell 
emailed the board on Oct. 19 at 6:36 a.m. 

Mr. Morell was making a raw 
political request to a board that was 
supposed to be nonpartisan.

Less than two hours later, an un-
named offi  cial told another that the let-
ter contained no classifi ed information. 
I repeat: two hours. 

After another four hours, Mr. Morell 
received an email giving him the fi nal 
OK. The letter surfaced in the news 
that day, just in time for Mr. Biden, 
whose campaign orchestrated it, to 
cite the fakery when he debated Mr. 
Trump.

“The Board determined that it con-
tains no classifi ed information and can 
be published,” the all-clear said, putting 
the CIA squarely in Mr. Biden’s camp.

Judicial Watch President Tom 
Fitton could hardly believe what he 
uncovered.

“These documents are astound-
ing. That the CIA would turn around 
a campaign document like this for Joe 

Biden’s team in six hours is insane 
news,” Mr. Fitton said. “This seems to 
be demonstrable campaign interfer-
ence by the CIA, and that should be 
alarming to all Americans.”

On June 25, a joint report by the 
House Judiciary and Intelligence com-
mittees disclosed that “several” letter 
signers were still on the CIA payroll 
as contractors. And, it said, Mr. Morell 
was one of them. And, it said, then-CIA 
Director Gina Haspel knew the letter 
was in the works. 

The committees headlined their 
report “The Intelligence Community 
51: How CIA Contractors Colluded 
with The Biden Campaign to Mislead 
American Voters.”

How misleading was the letter of 
51? We know for sure that the laptop 
hard drive was pure Hunter Biden. The 
Justice Department team who success-
fully prosecuted Hunter on gun charges 
said the FBI determined no Russian 
hacking.

The letter of 51 is one fl oat in the 
Democrats’ glittering hoax parade, tak-
ing second place only to the Russian-
sourced dossier fi lled with unverifi ed 
anti-Trump rumors and fabrications.

The dossier said there was a “well-
developed conspiracy of cooperation” 
between the Kremlin and the Trump 
campaign. There was not. It said at-
torney Michael Cohen secretly went to 
Prague to meet with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin’s aides. He did 
not. It said Mr. Trump frolicked with 
prostitutes at the Moscow Ritz. Made 
up, likely by a Democratic operative, 
a special counsel report said. The CIA 
completely rejected the dossier as “in-
ternet rumor,” a Department of Justice 
inspector general report said.

Other Democratic hoaxes: Mr. 
Trump communicated with the Krem-
lin through Alfa Bank, but it never hap-
pened. A New York Democratic judge 
and attorney general found Mr. Trump 
committed fraud on bank loans. In fact, 
he paid all the loans back, and no bank 
fi led a complaint. 

To fend off  reports that President 
Biden is senile, press secretary Karine 
Jean-Pierre said supposed videos of 
him freezing in place and wandering off  
were “cheap fakes.” This was the White 
House Hoax of the Year. The videos 
were not fake, as Mr. Biden’s serial dis-
play of senility showed at last month’s 
90-minute debate.

We did have one hoax retraction 
of sorts. For seven years, Mr. Biden 
and Democrats have alleged that Mr. 
Trump called Nazis “very fi ne people.” 
Conservatives constantly countered 
that he was referring to the people in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, who wanted to 
keep Confederate statues up and those 
who wanted them removed. Both are 
very fi ne people, he said.

Last month, liberal fact-checker 
Snopes agreed with Mr. Trump, label-
ing the Democrats’ smear “false.”

Rowan Scarborough is a columnist with 
The Washington Times.

Scarborough
From page B1

By Deroy Murdock

T
op Democratic offi  cials and pundits are demanding 
that President Biden surrender his driver’s license 
after he totaled the campaign bus in his June 27 
debate with former President Donald Trump.

“I am hopeful that he [Mr. 
Biden] will make the pain-
ful and diffi  cult decision to 
withdraw,” Rep. Lloyd Doggett, 

Texas Democrat, stated July 2. “I respectfully call on 
him to do so.”

“We all saw what we saw,” said Rep. Marie 
Gluesenkamp Perez, Washington Democrat. 
“Biden is going to lose to Trump.”

The Chicago Tribune editorialized that Mr. 
Biden “should announce he will be a single-term 
president who now has seen the light when it 
comes to his own capabilities.”

Mr. Biden’s continued candidacy “would be 
an act not only of self-delusion but of national en-
dangerment,” warned New Yorker Editor David 
Remnick.

Mark Leibovich’s concurring opinion in The 
Atlantic is headlined “Time to go, Joe.”

These same Democrats shriek “democracy” more often than 
parrots screech about crackers. Now, they tell Democratic primary 
voters: “Drop dead.”

Those pushing Mr. Biden to scupper his reelection bid have 
no respect for the Americans who awarded him the Democratic 
nomination.

“The bedwetting brigade is calling for Joe Biden to ‘drop out,’” 
deputy campaign manager Rob Flaherty complained in a post-debate 
communique. “Joe Biden is going to be the Democratic nominee, 
period. End of story,” Mr. Flaherty added. “Voters voted. He won 
overwhelmingly.”

Mr. Biden secured his party’s nomination in epic fashion: He 
scored 14,324,396 primary votes, or 87% of those cast. In second 
place, “Uncommitted” took 703,897 votes, as 4.3% of primary par-
ticipants expressed their displeasure with his policies on Israel’s war 
in the Gaza Strip. Rep. Dean Phillips, Minnesota Democrat, won 525,408 
votes, 3.2% of the total.

Mr. Biden controls 3,894 delegates; 98.9% of those who will convene 
in Chicago in August are pledged to Mr. Biden. Thirty-six are uncom-
mitted, and Mr. Phillips wields four delegates. Perhaps he will take them 
to dinner.

Mr. Biden dominated 56 of 57 primaries, caucuses and other 
contests. Jason Palmer gained 20,926 votes and all three American 
Samoa delegates, but Mr. Biden pocketed every other state and 
territory.

Fully 14.3 million primary voters picked Mr. Biden for four more 
years, yet Democrats are plotting and planning in broad daylight 
to catapult him into the Chesapeake. As they perpetrate this 

treachery, they claim that Mr. Trump threatens “our democracy.” 
Psychological projection rarely gets worse.

Mr. Biden spent 48 years climbing from the Senate to the vice 
presidency and then the Oval Offi  ce. If he wants to fi ght for this 
job, no one can stop him. If the “party elders” drive to the White 
House and tell him to stand down, he has every right to give them 

fi ve seconds to scram before he directs the Se-
cret Service to speed them back to Pennsylvania 
Avenue.

If Mr. Biden did step aside, Vice President 
Kamala Harris occupies the on-deck circle for the 
nomination. Her epic fail as border czar, ceaseless 
giggles, and side hustle as White House word-salad 
chef all would endure immediate Trump-GOP 
bombardment. Ms. Harris’ poll numbers have 
tended to lag Mr. Biden’s. Making her standard-
bearer would buy Democrats little to nothing.

But what if top Democrats tried to hand the 
nomination, like an orb and scepter, to a wealthy, 
White, heterosexual man, such as California Gov. 
Gavin Newsom? Mr. Newsom would uncheck every 
box that the equity crowd worships.

Black women, the cornerstone of the Demo-
cratic base, would not be amused.

“You’ve got to build consensus, and there is not 
consensus right now,” California delegate Areva Martin, a Black woman, 
said on Stephen A. Smith’s podcast. “You pick a White man over Ka-
mala Harris — Black women, I can tell you this: We’re gonna walk away. 
We’re gonna blow the party up.”

Whatever Mr. Biden and his colleagues decide to do, there is no 
escaping an unnamed Democratic operative’s conclusion, as the Com-
mittee to Unleash Prosperity reported Tuesday: “These have been 
the worst four days for the Democratic Party since Lee surrendered at 
Appomattox.”

Deroy Murdock is a Manhattan-based Fox News contributor.

‘Pro-democracy’ Democrats tell14.3 million voters: Drop dead
Those urging Biden to end reelection bid don’t respect those who support him

By Matt Brooks

Last month’s presidential debate in 
Atlanta confi rmed what many 
of us have warned: The com-
mander in chief is not in com-

mand. Voters across the United States 
witnessed President Biden’s weakness 
and frailty fi rsthand — as did the 
adversaries of America in Tehran, 
Moscow and Beijing. I take no joy or 
glee in saying this. Our country des-
perately needs strong leadership, and 
Mr. Biden is simply not up to the task 
of confronting the myriad challenges 
our country faces today.

Mr. Biden’s poor performance is 
indicative of an administration with-
out a fi rm grip on major 
policy issues, including 
U.S. support for our key 
ally Israel as it fi ghts a 
war for its survival against 
Hamas in the south and 
Hezbollah in the north.

Today, the Biden 
administration is actively 
undermining Israel by 
withholding and slow-
walking critical military 
aid to the Jewish state.

Mr. Biden’s pause on 
arms shipments to Israel 
aff ects its operational 
readiness, prolongs the 
confl ict and signals weak-
ness to the enemies of the 
United States and Israel.

Recently, Israeli 
Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu took the 
unprecedented step of 
saying in a public video that the Biden 
administration “has been withholding 
weapons and ammunition to Israel,” 
which is “fi ghting for its life, fi ghting 
against Iran and our other common 
enemies.”

The prime minister insisted that 
Israel had engaged in “many, many 
quiet conversations between our 
offi  cials and American offi  cials, and 
between me and the president to try 
to iron out this diminution of supply. 
I felt that airing it was absolutely nec-
essary after months of quiet conversa-
tion that did not solve the problem.”

For those who haven’t been watch-
ing closely, this was a surprising 
accusation, and one that the Biden 
administration immediately rejected. 
White House press secretary Karine 
Jean-Pierre told reporters, “We genu-
inely do not know what he’s talking 
about.” Administration aides were 
said to be “enraged” at Mr. Netanyahu 
and the administration postponed 
a high-level strategic meeting with 
Israeli offi  cials about Iran after the 
video was released.

Within days, it was clear that the 
U.S. has indeed been “slow walking” 
munitions that Israel is counting on. 
In fact, the administration ended 
emergency administrative procedures 
months ago that sped up provisions of 
weapons to Israel in the early days of 
the war. Now things are on a “normal 
pace,” a U.S. offi  cial told an Israeli 
reporter — i.e., slower than before.

Republicans in the Senate pushed 
back hard on this “it’s just routine” 
excuse from Washington. In a letter 
to the president last week, Sen. Tom 
Cotton of Arkansas made his con-
cerns clear: “Your administration 
is engaged in bureaucratic sleight-
of-hand to withhold this crucial aid 
to Israel during a shooting war. ... 
You’re playing politics with the na-
tion’s honor and our ally’s security. 
Worse still, your administration 
lacks the honesty to communicate its 
true policy to the American people, 
instead preferring to hide behind 
weasel words and bureaucratic 
process. ... Any delays to military 
support to Israel blatantly disregard 

Congress’s bipartisan 
mandate to supply Israel 
with all it needs to defeat 
the Hamas terrorists and 
other Iranian-backed 
groups. Our ally is under 
sustained threat, and we 
must use all available 
resources to expedite 
military aid.”

What prompted 
Mr. Biden to order this 
underhanded slowdown 
in providing military 
supplies to our key ally 
in the Middle East?

Perhaps, as Mr. Cot-
ton wrote in his letter, 
the change in policy 
came after nearly 20 
congressional Democrats 
urged the president to 
end expedited weapons 
sales to Israel. That 

tracks with other evidence we’ve seen 
that Mr. Biden is caving to his far-left 
anti-Israel base. He has pressured 
Israel to accept a cease-fi re with 
untenable conditions, pushed Israel 
to pause the war eff ort in Rafah, and 
abstained rather than vetoing anti-
Israel resolutions in the U.N. Security 
Council.

Trading Israel’s security for votes 
in Michigan would be bad enough. 
But top analysts of Mr. Biden’s 
foreign policy see a more troubling 
reasons for withholding arms from 
Israel: Iran. As Michael Doran wrote 
recently, “The purpose of [slow-
ing arms shipments to Israel] is to 
force the Israelis into dependence on 
the United States, to deny them the 
ability to make long-term plans — 
namely, plans regarding Hezbollah 
and Iran.”

The Obama-Biden policy goal 
of realigning the Middle East — by 
giving Iran legitimacy, money, and 
enough time to become a nuclear 
power — requires that Israel be con-
strained from defending itself against 
Iran and its proxies.

What a despicable policy. Under 
President Biden, the United States is 
holding back our friends and empow-
ering our enemies. This must end 
— and it can end at the ballot box on 
Nov. 5.

Matt Brooks is CEO of the Republican 
Jewish Coalition.

Biden’s weakness hurts 
Israel and U.S.

Pause on arms shipments to Middle East ally                                  
affects its operational readiness, prolongs confl ict

Th e Obama-Biden 
policy goal of 
realigning the 
Middle East — 
by giving Iran 

legitimacy, 
money, and 

enough time to 
become a nuclear 
power — requires 

that Israel be 
constrained 

from defending 
itself against 
Iran and its 

proxies. What a 
despicable policy.

ILLUSTRATION BY HUNTER
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VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING FOR
THE CAPITAL CRESENT TRAIL PHASE 2 PROJECT in 

BETHESDA, MARYLAND 

Pursuant to Section 49-53 of the Montgomery County Code 
(2004) as amended, a virtual public hearing shall be held on 
Tuesday July 16, 2024, at 6:30 p.m.  The hearing will be held 
over the internet via Zoom. Residents may pre-register to testify; 
the link to join the public hearing virtually will be provided upon 
registration.

Please register to attend the hearing: Visit the “Participate” tab 
of the project webpage via the below link. 

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/dot-dte/projects/
bethesdabikewaypedfacilities/index.html 

The planned Capital Cresent Surface Trail 
(CCST) is a separated two-way bike lane 
along the northern side of Bethesda Avenue 
between Woodmont Avenue and Wisconsin 
Avenue, MD 355. East of Wisconsin Avenue, 
the two-way separated bike lane will 
continue along the southern side of Willow Lane to 47th Street. 
A shared-use path is planned along the Elm Street Park’s 47th 
Street frontage. 

Audio and video of the hearing will be recorded, and a link to 
which will be posted on the project webpage on the MCDOT 
website, linked above. 

The sole purpose of a public hearing is to allow residents an 
opportunity to present oral and/or written testimony concerning 
the project. The information presented may influence the final 
design of the project. The hearing will begin at 6:30 p.m. and run 
continuously until all information is presented and the hearing 
has concluded. 

WRITTEN TESTIMONY CARRIES THE SAME WEIGHT AS 
ORAL TESTIMONY.  Written testimony for consideration and 
questions may be emailed to the project manager at Kevin.
Minn@montgomerycountymd.gov or submitted via the online 
comment, a link to which is on the “Participate” tab of the project 
webpage, linked above. Please visit the above-linked project 
webpage to access digital copies of the project files.  

Interpreter services will be provided upon request.  Please allow 
(5) business days advance notice when requesting interpreter 
services.

Run Dates: July 2, 9, 2024 AD#85054

Legal Notices

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION
SPECIAL COMMISSIONER’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY, VIRGINIA

Pursuant to the terms of those certain Decrees of Sale entered in the Circuit Court of County of Prince William, the undersigned 
Special Commissioner will offer for sale at a simulcast (with online and in person bidding) public auction the following described real 
estate at 15941 Donald Curtis Drive, Woodbridge, Virginia 22191 in the Dr. A.J. Ferlazzo Building in the Auditorium, on July 25, 
2024 at 11:00 AM. 

The sale of such property is subject to the terms and conditions below, and any term or conditions which may be subsequently 
posted or announced by Dudley Resources (“Auctioneer”) and Taxing Authority Consulting Services, PC (“TACS”). Subsequent an-
nouncements take precedence over any prior written or verbal terms of sale.

 Property Owner(s) Tax Map No. TACS No. Property Description

J1 Carlos E. Deener 7597-49-6341 845908 11702 General Hood Ct. Manassas, 

J2
Castillejo Frederica Daphne 
Louise De 

7599-43-7565 845907 5002 Gum Spring Rd. Manassas, 

J3 Conservation Parcel 1 LLC 7298-74-0282 845848 15280 Heathcote Blvd. Haymarket, 

J4 Elsie Suthard 7897-40-9306 845856 8001 Maplewood Dr. Manassas, 

J5 Jose J. Montes 8289-04-0258 845834 3624 Tripoli Ct. Dumfries, 

J6 Morris Harmon 7493-06-1857 845860 13603 Nokesville Rd. Nokesville, 

J7 Myrtle C. English 7892-48-5758 845857 13108 Canova Dr. Manassas, 

J8
Sara Thomas

REMOVED
7197-95-5281

REMOVED
845897

REMOVED
16106 Thoroughfare Rd. Broad Run 

REMOVED

J9 Thomas J. Ashe 7196-87-2184 845889
16213 Lee Hwy Gainesville,
**No visible access

J10 VH Venture LLC 7893-86-1937 845862 12232 Purcell Rd. Manassas, 

J11 Amanda H. Dade 7198-73-7609 845878 16312 John Marshall Hwy Broad Run 

J12 Russell H. Utterback 7493-29-6396 845851
13217 Fitzwater Dr. Nokesville 
**land may not perc 

J13 Russell H. Utterback 7494-20-5400 845851
13251 Fitzwater Dr. Nokesville 
**land may not perc 

J14 Dora R. Popel Gebo Estate 8189-27-5586 845861 16921 Batestown Rd. Dumfries, 

Full terms  of sale can be found at www.taxva.com by emailing taxsales@taxva.com or by phone at (804) 548-4429.    Questions 
concerning the registration and bidding process should be directed to the auctioneer online https://www.dudleyresources.auction/, 
by email to info@dudleyresources.com or by phone at (804) 709-1954. 

Taxing Authority Consulting Services, PC
Attn: Tax Sales
P.O. Box 31800

Henrico, Virginia 23294-1800

Run dates: July 9th and 16th, 2024
Ad#85171
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JANRIC CLASSIC SUDOKU

Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number
can appear only once in each row, column and 3x3 block.
Use logic and the process of elimination to solve the
puzzle. The difficulty level ranges from Bronze (easiest) to
Silver to Gold (hardest). 

© 2023 by Janric Enterprises. Dist. by Creators Syndicate, Inc.

ANSWERS TO PREVIOUS PUZZLES:

NEWSDAY CROSSWORD

JUMBLE/David L. Hoyt & Jeff Knurek IN THE BLEACHERS/Steve MooreRUBES/Leigh Rubin

B.C./Mastroianni & Hart

DICK TRACY/Shelley Pleger & Mike Curtis

CARPE DIEM/Niklas Eriksson

DOGS OF C-KENNEL/Mick & Mason Mastroianni

THE BUCKETS/Greg Cravens

BOUND & GAGGED/Dana Summers

LOLA/Todd Clark

BROOM-HILDA/Russell Myers

HERB & JAMAAL/Stephen Bentley

ROSE IS ROSE/Pat Brady & Don Wimmer

ADAM @ HOME/Rob Harrell

STRANGE BREW/John Deering BLISS/Harry BlissPARDON MY PLANET/Vic LeeTHE FLYING McCOYS/Glenn & Gary McCoyBOTTOM LINERS/Eric & Bill Teitelbaum

Rating: Silver Weather Forecast
www.stanxwords.com

By Billie Truitt, Edited by Stanley Newman

POOCH CAFE/Paul Gilligan
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Answer He rou nded firs t and iiu rrted to second became 

he wanted lo qet there - ON THE DOUBLE “The worst part? No T-shirt."

ACROSS

1 Digital clock loggia 

switch 

S Flinch from a sting 

10 Short comedic sketch

14 Depend (on)

15 Acid decorations to

1 6 colada cocktail

17 “Hurry up!"

13 Knock on

19 "Walch _ slap!"

20 “Sweltering weather 

continues,.,”

23 "No seals left” Sign

24 Egret relaiive

25 Box oHice purchase 

27 Earn S2QQ in

Monopoly

30 Ancient legend

31 Highest playing card

32 Clear sky's color 

3$ Camping shelters

39 ..and! it might rain..,1"

43 Male choir voice

44 Just adequate
45 Mtdmoming hour

46 First claim, informally 

48 Annoying sounds

51 Foamy chocolate 

dessert 

54 Author's negotiator

56 Hill-building insect

57 "...but it won't be 

totally cloudy”

62 Oil of help for a sleuth

64 Still in effect

65 Good-natured

66 Trumpet or trombone

67 Avert or elude

68 And others: Abbr.

69 Possesses

70 Stitch up again
71 Make airtight

DOWN

II Curve ol the fool
2 Office note

3 Story line
4 Birds lhal talk

5 Clothes closet
6 Potato-growing state

7 intended" (1 

didn't mean any 

wordplay")
8 Study hard

9 Any real Ihing
10 Undercover operative

11 Booth in a mall's hall

12 Get used {to)

13 Psychic’s___cards

21 Darkroom image: 
Atofor,

22 Me looM

26 Enjoy some gum

27 Treaty
28 Musclie soreness

29 Actor Penn or 

Connery

30 Untidiness
33 Sports team's 

setback
34 Sci-fi saucer: Abbr.

36 Tennis court dividers
37 Mahogany or maple

38 Taxpayer IDs
40 Assents silently

41 Crunchy, as potato 
Chips

42 Sweet melon

47 Dam-building 

mammal

49 Carry-_ {some 
airline bags)

50 Apple's app source
51 Ultra-manly

52 At a minimum setting

53 Reversal on a road

54 Book of maps
55 Soar without an 

engine
56 Four-star review

59 Evening, on 

marquees

60 University sports org.
61 Shout

63 Three letters in 
"nanny"
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 I
f he could have played this 
well this fast before, he 
might well have won it all. 
At 31, GM Fabiano Caruana 

is in danger of going down as 
this generation’s greatest chess-
player never to have captured 
the world title, a title many 
think he richly deserves.

Most famously, the Brook-
lyn-reared Italian-American 

grandmaster 
went toe-
to-toe with 
longtime Nor-
wegian world 
champ Mag-
nus Carlsen 

in their epic 2018 title match. 
In a record few would like to 
see repeated, the two drew 
all 12 of their games at classi-
cal time controls, as Caruana 
missed several chances to break 
through and score a win.

It was a diff erent story in the 
rapid playoff  to determine the 
winner, with Carlsen show-
ing his clear superiority at the 
faster time control by winning 
three straight games and the 
match. Caruana has come frus-
tratingly close to qualifying for 
another shot at the title, even as 
he remains the planet’s third-
highest rated player (behind 
Carlsen and great American 
rival GM Hikaru Nakamura) 
and even as he racks up some of 
the biggest tournament wins of 
any player on the elite circuit in 
recent years.

He was at it again, taking 
fi rst on tiebreaks at the Super-
bet Romania Chess Classic 
in Bucharest last week over a 
world-class fi eld. Even more 
impressive is how he did it: 
After a painful last-round 
loss to dutch GM Anish Giri, 
Caruana blitzed — literallly and 
fi guratively — through the four-
GM rapid (Game 10/5) playoff , 
going a perfect 3-0 against 
three up-and-coming rivals to 
claim the trophy. Reports that 
the American star falters at the 
faster time controls may have 
to be re-evaluated.

Most impressive was his 
playoff  win over Iranian-born 
French star GM Alireza Fir-
ouzja, an English Opening in 

which Caruana as White builds 
up a winning position with 
some stellar tactics, nearly loses 
the point as Firouzja digs in the 
ending, and fi nds the winning 
move just at the last moment 
for victory.

White fi nds a nice tactical 
one-two combination just as the 
center opens up: 16. Ne4 Nc6? 
(not suspecting what’s coming; 
Black is still fi ne after 16...f5 17. 
Nc5 Bxg2 18. Kxg2 Qd5+ 19. Kg1 
Rad8) 17. Bf6! gxf6 (White just 
wins a pawn on 17...Qd7 18. Nc5 
Qf5 19. Qxd5 Qxd5 20. Bxd5 gxf6 
21. Nxb7) 18. Qxd5! (cleverly 
exploiting the knight fork on 
f6) Qe7 19. Rac1 Rad8 20. Qf5 
Kg7 21. Rxc6! 21. bxa6 22. Qxa5, 
and White’s two minor pieces 
will prove clearly superior to 
Black’s rook.

Black continues to fi ght and 
Caruana makes it harder on 
himself after 40. g5! Kd7 (hxg5 
41. h6 Kd7 42. h7 Rb8 34. Nh6 
Ke6 44. Ng8 and wins) 41. Nxh6 
Ke6 42. Bf5+ Ke7 43. Ng4 a5 
44.h6 a4 45. h7 Rb8, when now 
simply 46. Nxe5 (instead of the 
game’s 46. Nf6?!) Ra8 (a3 47. 
Nc6+) 47. Bb1 Ke6 48. Kf4 a3 49. 
Ba2+ is a straightforward win.

It comes down to White’s 
knight and three pawns against 
Black’s lone rook, but the 
engines say Black may hold 
with perfect play. One last 
mistake seals Black’s fate, as 
Caruana spots just the pawn 
sacrifi ce that leads to victory: 
72. Kh5 Ra6? (looks logical, but 
Black’s saving resource was 72...
Rc5 72. Ne8+ Kxh7 74. g6+ Kg8, 
and the Black fortress can’t be 
breached) 73. Nd7! Kxh7 74. f6 
Ra5 75. f7 Rf5 76. f8=Q Rxg5+ 77. 

Kh4! (not falling for 77. Kxg5 
stalemate) Rh5+ 78. Kg4! — 
Black’s bag of tricks is empty 
and Firouzja resigned.

◾ ◾ ◾

The just-concluded 52nd 
World Open, Philadelphia’s 
traditional Fourth of July week 
chess jamboree, produced 
something familiar — dra-
matic last-round battles for 
the top prize — and something 
relatively rare — a clear winner 
in GM Awonder Liang, who 
fi nished alone in fi rst with an 
impressive 8-1 score.

After an upset loss to Illinois 
IM Sam Schmakel in Round 3, 
the 21-year-old Wisconsin GM 
ran off  six straight wins to claim 
the $20,500 top prize, capped by 
a fi ne win over British veteran 
GM Luke McShane in Sunday’s 
ninth and fi nal round.

In a Ruy Lopez Steinitz 
Deferred (4...d6), Black’s 10. Bc2 
Nh5?! is an early attempt to get 
the kingside play rolling, and 
McShane is willing to shed a 
pawn or two along the way to 
keep his initiative alive.

But Liang plays strongly 
on both sides of the board in 
this classic Ruy battle, with 17. 
a4! Rd8!? (leaving the b-pawn 
hung out to dry, but White also 
gets good pressure on 17...Rb8 
18. axb5 axb5 19. Nxe5 dxe5 20. 
Bc5 Rg8 21. bb3 Be6 22. Ra6) 18. 
axb5 axb5 19. Bd3 g5?! (fi xated 
on his plan, but tougher was 
19...Rb8 20. Bxe5+ Nxe5 21. Nxe5 
dxe5 22. Ra7 Qe7, indirectly 
holding the c-pawn as 23. Rxc7?! 
Qd6! is a nice double attack) 
20. Bxb5 Nxd4 21. cxd4 Bxb5 22. 
dxe5 dxe5 23. Qc2, and Black’s 
burden trying to defend his 
weak points has only grown.

In a tough position, one 
inaccuracy can prove fatal, 
and that’s what happens here: 
26. Ra7 Bd7? (Rd7 27. Qa5 Qd8 
was the last realistic hope of 
holding the position; Liang 
closes out the game with a real 
tactical fl air) 27. Rd1 Rf7 28. 
Nc4 Rc8 (see diagram) 29. Nd6! 
(the triple fork is obvious, but 
White’s next move is the real 
killer) Rxc7 30. Rxc7!! (and ob-
viously not 30. Nxe8 Rxa7 and 

Black wins), leaving the Black 
queen on the board to build up 
a killer array of attackers.

It’s over on 30...Qa8 (Ba4 31. 
Nxf7+ Qxf7 32. Rxf7 Bxd1 33. 
Re7, winning) 31. Nxf7+ Kg8 
32. Rcxd7! (and, again, not 32. 
Rdxd7?? Qa1+ and Black mates 
in a few) Qxe4 (no better was 
32...Qc6 33. N7g5 h6 34. Rd8+ 
Kg7 35. R1d7+ Kf6 36. Nh7+ Ke6 
37. Nf8+ Kf6 38. Rd6+ and wins) 
Rc7. The rampaging rooks will 
not be denied, but McShane 
sportingly plays it out to the 
end with 33...Qe2 34. Nh6+ 
Nxh6 35. Rd8 mate.

Caruana-Firouzja, Rapid Play-
off , Superbet Romania Chess 
Classic, Bucharest, July 2024
1. c4 e5 2. d3 Bb4+ 3. Nd2 c5 4. Nf3 Nc6 
5. g3 d6 6. Bg2 Nge7 7. O-O Ba5 8. b3 O-O 
9. Bb2 h6 10. e3 Be6 11. d4 exd4 12. exd4 
cxd4 13. Nxd4 Nxd4 14. Bxd4 d5 15. cxd5 
Bxd5 16. Ne4 Nc6 17. Bf6 gxf6 18. Qxd5 
Qe7 19. Rac1 Rad8 20. Qf5 Kg7 21. Rxc6 
bxc6 22. Qxa5 Rd5 23. Qc3 Rfd8 24. g4 
Qe5 25. Qxe5 fxe5 26. Bf3 Ra5 27. Rc1 
Rxa2 28. Rxc6 Rb2 29. Kg2 Rxb3 30. Ng3 
Rb6 31. Rc7 a6 32. Nf5+ Kf8 33. Ra7 Rf6 
34. Be4 Rg6 35. Kf3 Rb6 36. h4 Ke8 37. 
h5 Rd7 38. Ra8+ Rd8 39. Rxd8+ Kxd8 40. 
g5 Kd7 41. Nxh6 Ke6 42. Bf5+ Ke7 43. 
Ng4 a5 44. h6 a4 45. h7 Rb8 46. Nf6 Rh8 
47. Bb1 a3 48. Ke4 Kf8 49. Kxe5 Kg7 50. 
Nh5+ Kf8 51. Nf6 Kg7 52. Ba2 Rb8 53. 
f4 Rc8 54. Kd4 Rc2 55. Bxf7 a2 56. Bxa2 
Rxa2 57. Ke4 Ra4+ 58. Kf5 Ra5+ 59. Kg4 
Ra6 60. Kh5 Rc6 61. f5 Ra6 62. Kg4 Rc6 
63. Kf4 Ra6 64. Ke5 Ra5+ 65. Ke6 Ra6+ 
66. Ke7 Ra7+ 67. Ke6 Ra6+ 68. Ke5 Ra5+ 
69. Kf4 Ra4+ 70. Kg3 Ra6 71. Kg4 Rc6 72. 
Kh5 Ra6 73. Nd7 Kxh7 74. f6 Ra5 75. f7 Rf5 
76. f8=Q Rxg5+ 77. Kh4 Rh5+ 78. Kg4 1-0

Liang-McShane, 52nd World 
Open, Philadelphia, July 2024
1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 a6 4. Ba4 d6 
5. O-O Bd7 6. c3 g6 7. d4 Bg7 8. h3 Nf6 
9. Re1 O-O 10. Bc2 Nh5 11. Be3 Kh8 12. 
Nbd2 Qe8 13. Nc4 b5 14. Ncd2 f5 15. 
dxe5 f4 16. Bd4 Bxe5 17. a4 Rd8 18. axb5 
axb5 19. Bd3 g5 20. Bxb5 Nxd4 21. cxd4 
Bxb5 22. dxe5 dxe5 23. Qc2 Nf6 24. Qxc7 
g4 25. hxg4 Nxg4 26. Ra7 Bd7 27. Rd1 
Rf7 28. Nc4 Rc8 29. Nd6 Rxc7 30. Rxc7 
Qa8 31. Nxf7+ Kg8 32. Rcxd7 Qxe4 33. 
Rc7 Qe2 34. Nh6+ Nxh6 35. Rd8 mate

• David R. Sands can be 
reached at 202/636-3178 or at 
dsands@washingtontimes.com.

Caruana wins Superbet Romania title in playoff
TODAY’S BIRTH-

DAY (July 9). You’ll 
experience more 
joy than ever this 
year. Your love of 
the natural world shines, 
and you’ll lend a sense of 
hope, care and progress to 
environments you interact 
in. You also defi ne “prog-
ress” in a meaningful way 
that catches on with others. 
More highlights: a genuine 
confi dante, the victorious 
end of a battle, fi ve excel-
lent events and one that’s 
wildly successful. Scorpio 
and Leo adore you. Your 
lucky numbers are: 7, 30, 21, 
15 and 9.

ARIES (March 21-April 
19). The fi rst time you do 
a thing, it seems to take 
a lot longer. The fresh-
ness of a new experience 
always changes perception. 
Novelty makes moments 
stretch. Break the routine. 
Variety is a must for a 
memorable life.

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20). You don’t always get 
to see the impact you have 
on others, which can occur 
at a distance or so subtly it 
goes undetected even while 
making a remarkable diff er-
ence. Sometimes, it takes 
people years to recognize 
an eff ect.

GEMINI (May 21-June 
21). Your fi rst impres-
sion on a situation will 
be strong. Note it. If you 
do this formally, with an 
actual note, you’ll be very 
impressed with what comes 
of it. There is more to learn 
here, and you’re playing a 
long game.

CANCER (June 22-July 
22). There seems to be 
no end to the number of 
tricky, sticky situations to 
be navigated today. It will 
help to have a unifying chat 
in the mirror with the soul 
behind the eyes.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
What if it was just all about 
the fun? Would it really 
change the trajectory that 
much? If inclined to move 
based on the potential for 
fun, what direction would 
you go?

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). Pride is tricky. Dis-
plays of pride can actually 

signal in the op-
posite direction, a 
trajectory lacking 
self-confi dence. 
The truly confi dent 

don’t need to talk about it. 
Today features a kind of 
quiet satisfaction.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23). You’ll be put in a posi-
tion. Say yes and you’ll say 
it again and again. Say no 
and it will be the last time. 
The second way is better, 
causing you less stress 
overall, but of course, it’s 
harder.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-
Nov. 21). Goals are good 
to have but also optional. 
Many successful people 
keep their goals fl exible 
and life becomes more 
about exploring paths than 
obtaining things. It’s smart, 
and it leads to feelings of 
freedom.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21). When you like 
yourself a real lot, it’s no 
problem getting on your 
own team. And honestly, 
what’s not to like? Every-
thing you were doing was 
in your own defense. Be-
lieve it because it’s true.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19). If you’ve ever 
worked out too hard or 
eaten too much, you under-
stand how the choices in 
the moment don’t always 
please the person who has 
to live with them. Think-
ing ahead to what “next-
day” you will say will be 
prudent.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18). You’ll be inspired to 
make fresh choices. You 
wouldn’t normally dedicate 
yourself to the pursuit of 
pleasure, and the novelty of 
this is what makes this so 
fun. You’ll react quickly to 
news and fi nd yourself in a 
privileged position.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20). You don’t have to 
divulge your story to 
everyone who wants to 
know about it, but at the 
same time, it’s nice to know 
people are curious. Yes, 
they are! There will be ben-
efi ts to acts of sharing and 
caring beyond the obvious 
ones.
CREATORS.COM

DEAR ABBY: My 
sister has bullied 
and controlled 
me most of my 
life. She has said 
many very unkind 
things, and I have reached 
a place in my life where I 
need peace and distance 
from her. Because of this, 
I have blocked her from 
texting or calling me.

Th e problem I’m having 
is that my sister texts 
and sends pictures and 
presents to my in-laws. I 
feel this is inappropriate. 
She’s married and has her 
own in-laws to grow a re-
lationship with. I feel she 
does it to stay relevant in 
my life and also to show 
my in-laws that she’s a 
nice person.

I know she’s an adult 
and can have relation-
ships with whomever she 
chooses, but it feels to 
me that she is overstep-
ping boundaries. I can’t 
breathe or have a life out-
side of her. My husband’s 
family are MY in-laws, 
not hers. Are my feelings 
unreasonable? — SMOTH-
ERED IN PENNSYLVANIA

DEAR SMOTHERED: 
Your in-laws can have a 
relationship with anyone 
they wish. You cannot con-
trol who sends them texts, 
photos and gifts, particularly 
if they enjoy them. You may 
feel your sister has no place 
in their lives, but unless they 
agree, you are out of luck.

Of course, your feel-
ings are your feelings and, 
from what you have written 
about your sister’s past 
treatment of you, you’re 
entitled to them. But to 
allow her to take up any 
more space in your head 
than you already have is 
counterproductive.

Talk with a therapist 
about this, if necessary, to 

help you quit ob-
sessing about her. 
The problem isn’t 
her — it is how you 
continue to react 
to her.

DEAR ABBY: Growing 
up, my best friend was a 
female. We had a strong 
platonic friendship for 
many years. Our primary 
method of communica-
tion was letter-writing. We 
wrote hundreds of letters 
and emails to each other 
before we drift ed apart 
during college.

We recently recon-
nected aft er 10 years and 
quickly began talking like 
we used to. I’m excited to 
write to my fellow letter-
writer again, but we are 
both married now, and I 
want to be respectful of 
the spouses involved.

Is there a right way to 
revive our constant fl ow 
of letters and emails, 
like in the old days? Th e 
letters are respectful, 
and we write about a 
wide variety of topics that 
interest us. — CAUTIOUS 
IN CALIFORNIA

DEAR CAUTIOUS: 
Letter-writing is fast 
becoming a dying art, and 
it’s a shame. I hope you 
and your friend have been 
saving the correspondence 
you’ve exchanged because 
they are valuable keepsakes 
that refl ect your activities 
and opinions as you both 
have matured.

I see nothing wrong 
with continuing the ex-
change of letters as long as 
your spouses are aware of 
it and don’t object. More 
people should consider 
doing what you are doing. 
I have been told by friends 
(pre-“Abby”) that they have 
kept mine and enjoyed 
rereading them.
ANDREWS MCMEEL SYNDICATION

Woman believes sister has 
stepped over boundaries
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NEW YORK | The entertainment 
giant Paramount will merge with 
Skydance, closing out a decades-
long run by the Redstone fam-
ily in Hollywood and injecting 
desperately needed cash into a 
legacy studio that has struggled 
to adapt to a shifting entertain-
ment landscape.

It also signals the rise of a new 
power player, David Ellison, the 
founder of Skydance and son 
of billionaire Larry Ellison, the 
founder of the software company 
Oracle.

Shari Redstone’s National 
Amusements has owned more 
than three-quarters of Para-
mount’s Class A voting shares 
through the estate of her late 
father, Sumner Redstone. She 
had battled to maintain control 
of the company that owns CBS 
and which is behind blockbuster 
fi lms such as “Top Gun” and 
“The Godfather.”

Just weeks after turning down 
a similar agreement with Sky-
dance, however, Ms. Redstone 
agreed to a deal on terms that 
had not changed much.

“Given the changes in the in-
dustry, we want to fortify Para-
mount for the future while ensur-
ing that content remains king,” 
said Ms. Redstone, who is chair 
of Paramount Global.

The new combined company 
is valued at around $28 billion. 
In connection with the proposed 
transaction, which is expected to 
close in September 2025 pending 
regulatory approval, a consortium 
led by the Ellison family and Red-
Bird Capital will invest $8 billion.

Skydance, based in Santa 
Monica, California, has helped 
produce some major Paramount 
hits in recent years, including 
Tom Cruise fi lms such as “Top 
Gun: Maverick” and installments 
of the “Mission: Impossible” 

series.
Skydance was founded in 2010 

by David Ellison, and it quickly 
formed a production partnership 
with Paramount that same year. If 
the deal is approved, Mr. Ellison 
will become chairman and chief 
executive offi  cer of what’s being 
called “New Paramount.”

Mr. Ellison outlined the vi-
sion for New Paramount on a 
conference call about the trans-
action Monday. In addition to 
doubling down on core business 
lines, notably with a “creative 
fi rst” approach, he stressed that 
the company needs to transition 
into a “tech hybrid” to stay com-
petitive in today’s evolving media 
landscape.

“You’ve watched some in-
credibly powerful technology 
companies move into the ... media 
space and do so very success-
fully,” Mr. Ellison said. He added 
that it was “essential” for New 
Paramount to chart a similar 
course going forward.

That includes plans to “re-
build” the Paramount+ stream-
ing service, Mr. Ellison noted -- 
pointing to wider goals to expand 
direct-to-consumer business, 
such as increasing engagement 
time on the platform and reduc-
ing user churn. He also said that 
the company aims to transition 
to more cloud-based production 
and continue the use of genera-
tive artifi cial intelligence to boost 
effi  ciency.

Executives also outlined fur-
ther restructuring plans for New 
Paramount on Monday’s confer-
ence call, with RedBird Sports 
and Media Chairman Jeff  Shell 
noting that they had identifi ed 
some $2 billion in cost effi  cien-
cies and synergies that they’ll “at-
tempt to deliver pretty rapidly.”

The on-again, off-again 
merger arrives at tumultuous 
time for Paramount, which has 
struggled to fi nd its footing for 
years and its cable TV business 

has been hemorrhaging. In an an-
nual shareholder meeting in early 
June, the company also laid out a 
restructuring plan that included 
major cost cuts.

Leadership at Paramount was 
also volatile earlier this year after 
CEO Bob Bakish, following a 
number of disputes with Ms. Red-
stone, was replaced by a team of 
three executives. Four company 
directors were also replaced.

Paramount is one of Holly-
wood’s oldest studios, dating 
back its founding in 1914 as a 
distributor. Throughout its rich 
history, Paramount has had a 
hand in releasing fi lms, includ-
ing “Sunset Boulevard,” “The 
Godfather,” “Raiders of the Lost 
Ark” and “Titanic.”

While Paramount has not 
topped the annual domestic box-
offi  ce charts for over a decade, 
the wild box offi  ce success of 
“Top Gun: Maverick” in 2022 
(nearly $1.5 billion worldwide) 
was an important boon to both 
movie theaters and the industry’s 
pandemic rebound.

Still, its theatrical output has 
declined somewhat in recent 
years. Last year it released only 
eight new movies and came in 
fi fth place for overall box offi  ce 
at around $2 billion -- behind 
Universal (24 fi lms), Disney (17 
fi lms), Warner Bros. and Sony.

This year the release calendar 
is similarly modest, especially 
with the absence of “Mission: 

Impossible 8,” which was pushed 
to 2025 amid industry strikes. The 
studio has had some successes, 
with “Bob Marley: One Love” 
and “A Quiet Place: Day One,” 
and still to come is Ridley Scott’s 
“Gladiator” sequel.

The National Association of 
Theatre Owners, a trade orga-
nization that represents over 
35,000 screens in the U.S., said 
in a statement Monday that it 
plans to look closely at the details 
of the merger with an eye toward 
whether it will produce more or 
fewer theatrical releases.

“We are encouraged by the 
commitment that David Ellison 
and the Skydance Media team 
have shown to theatrical exhibi-
tion in the past,” said Michael 
O’Leary, president and CEO 
of the National Association of 
Theatre Owners. “A merger that 
results in fewer movies being 
produced will not only hurt con-
sumers and result in less revenue, 
but negatively impact people who 
work in all sectors of this great 
industry — creative, distribution 
and exhibition.”

Sumner Redstone used Na-
tional Amusements, his family’s 
movie theater chain, to build a 
vast media empire that included 
CBS and Viacom. Under his lead-
ership, Viacom became one of 
the nation’s media titans, home 
to pay TV channels MTV and 
Comedy Central and movie stu-
dio Paramount Pictures.

ENTERTAINMENT

Paramount set to merge with Skydance
Deal aims to help legacy studio 

adapt to changing business

Liang-McShane aft er 28...Rc8.
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Th e entertainment giant Paramount has agreed to merge with 
Skydance in a deal that will hand over control of the company that 
owns CBS and the studio behind “Th e Godfather” and “Top Gun.”



SOCCER

Virginia natives Yow, Paredes 
named to U.S. Olympic team

Kevin Paredes and Griffi  n Yow, 
a pair of young soccer players origi-
nally from northern Virginia, will 
represent the U.S. at this summer’s 

Olympic Games 
in Paris, coach 
Mark Mitrović an-
nounced Monday.

The pair 
of 21-year-old 
forwards started 
their club careers 

with Loudoun United and D.C. United 
before signing deals to play in Europe. 
Paredes now plays for Wolfsburg in 
Germany while Yow competes with 
Belgian club Westerlo.

“We couldn’t be more excited 
to have this group of great players 
and great people represent us at the 
Olympic Games,” Mitrović said. “It’s 
a special moment for all of us as they 
have worked their entire lives to reach 
this stage.”

The Olympic squad features 
15 players who are 23 years old or 
younger and three “overage” players. 
According to U.S. Soccer offi  cials, 15 
of its 18 Olympic athletes have already 
appeared in a game for the national 
team.

The Americans’ Olympic campaign 
begins on July 24, two days before the 
opening ceremony, against host nation 
France. The U.S. will then face New 
Zealand and Guinea in group play.

WNBA

Clark’s games draw three times 
more bets than WNBA baseline

Caitlin Clark has brought more 
than just eyeballs to the WNBA during 
her rookie season; she’s also brought 
betting activity to the league.

Games featuring Clark draw three 
times as many bets as the league’s 
baseline, according to a report 
published Monday by the marketing 
agency Optimove.

For the report, Optimove research-
ers analyzed 15 million bets placed on 
43 WNBA games in May — nine of 
the matchups featured Clark and her 
Indiana Fever. The study noted a steep 
increase in betting activity for Fever 
games.

The fi ve games with the most bets 
all featured Clark, including a season-
opening tilt with the Connecticut Sun 
that saw 544% more bets than the 
baseline.

On average, Clark’s games saw a 
380% increase in the number of bets.

The betting surge followed Clark 
from the college ranks to the WNBA, 
the report said. Optimove noted that 
games featuring the Iowa product 
drew 540% more bets than the baseline 
during this year’s NCAA tournament.

NFL

Steelers’ Sutton suspended 8 
games for conduct violation

NEW YORK | The NFL has suspended 
Pittsburgh Steelers safety Cam Sutton 
for the fi rst eight games of the 2024 
season for violating the league’s per-
sonal conduct policy.

The league announced the decision 
Monday, stipulating Sutton — who 
will not be paid during the suspen-
sion — would be eligible to apply for 
reinstatement on Oct. 29.

The discipline stems from Sutton’s 
involvement in an alleged domestic 
violence dispute in Florida in March.

Sutton eventually surrendered 
to authorities and entered a pretrial 
diversion program in April after the 
charges were reduced from a felony to 
misdemeanor battery. His agreement 
with prosecutors required Sutton to 
take a mental health evaluation.

The NFL did its own investigation 
into the incident, leading to the sus-
pension. The Detroit Lions cut Sutton 
immediately after an arrest warrant 
was issued. 

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

UConn, Hurley agree to 
6-year, $50 million deal

STORRS, CONN. | UConn and men’s 
basketball coach Dan Hurley have 
agreed to a six-year, $50 million con-
tract through the 2029-30 season that 
makes him one of the nation’s highest 
paid college coaches nearly a month 
after he turned down a lucrative off er 
to coach the Los Angeles Lakers.

Hurley, who passed on guiding 
the storied NBA club to return to the 
two-time defending NCAA champions, 
can also earn more through perfor-
mance-based incentives, a Monday 
release from the school stated. He will 
receive $6.375 million next season in 
addition to his $400,000 base annual 
salary, which includes compensation 
from speaking, consulting and media 
obligations.

The agreement, which includes a 
$1 million annual retention bonus, will 
be covered by increased ticket sales 
revenue and donations from the Husky 
Athletic Fund, the release added.
FROM WIRE DISPATCHES AND STAFF REPORTS.
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Keegan Bradley is assured of making 
another Ryder Cup team, this time as the 
U.S. captain. The PGA of America an-
nounced his selection on Monday after 
months of talking with Tiger Woods 
about taking the job.

The PGA of America released the 
news on Instagram after word began 
to leak during the day that Bradley, 
who has played on only two Ryder Cup 
teams and never was an assistant captain, 
was chosen to lead the 2025 matches at 
Bethpage Black in New York.

Bradley already was in New York 
going through media training, with a 
news conference to introduce him set 
for noon Tuesday at the NASDAQ build-
ing. At age 38, he will be the youngest 
American captain since Arnold Palmer 
was a playing captain in 1963 at East Lake.

Woods was the fi rst choice of the 
Ryder Cup committee and had been in 
negotiations for months about what the 
job would entail and whether he had 
time to fulfi ll the duties, many of them 
involving promotion of the event.

While he plays only a limited sched-
ule, Woods is the vice chairman of the 
commercial PGA Tour Enterprises 
board as it tries to hammer out an in-
vestment deal with the Saudi backers 
of rival LIV Golf.

He was a playing captain for the 2019 
Presidents Cup when the Americans 
won at Royal Melbourne, and he served 
as an assistant Ryder Cup captain at 
Hazeltine in 2016.

“I’m dedicating so much time to 
what we’re doing with the PGA Tour. 
I don’t want to not fulfi ll the role of the 
captaincy if I can’t do it,” Woods had 
said in May at the PGA Championship.

Once Woods wasn’t an option, the 
PGA of America went for some local 
fl avor with Bradley. He is a New Eng-
land native who played his college golf 

at St. John’s.
“Keegan’s past Ryder Cup experi-

ence, strong relationships and unwav-
ering passion for this event will prove 
invaluable as he guides the U.S. team 
over the next year-and-a-half,” PGA of 
America President John Lindert said. 
“We are confi dent that with Keegan at 
the helm, the 2025 U.S. Ryder Cup team 
will compete at Bethpage with the same 
confi dence and determination that has 
defi ned his career.”

Bradley has six PGA Tour victories, 
including the 2011 PGA Championship. 

Two of those victories came last season, 
and Bradley fi gured it might be enough 
for him to make another Ryder Cup 
team. He was devastated when U.S. 
captain Zach Johnson overlooked him 
with his four captain’s picks, going with 
Rickie Fowler, Justin Thomas, Jordan 
Spieth and Brooks Koepka.

The prototype of Ryder Cup cap-
tains typically is a player just outside 
the prime of his career, usually in the 
mid-40s. And ever since players gained 
a stronger voice in selecting captains 
after the 2014 matches, the model has 

been for future captains to fi rst serve 
as assistants at the Ryder Cup or Presi-
dents Cup.

The template also is for the immedi-
ate past captain — Johnson in this case 
- to be an assistant at the next Ryder Cup. 
With so much outside-the-box thinking 
on the Bradley selection, it was not im-
mediately clear if that was still true.

Bradley last played in the Ryder Cup 
at Gleneagles in Scotland in 2014, when 
Tom Watson benched him and Phil 
Mickelson for both Saturday sessions 
in another European victory.

GOLF

Bradley appointed Ryder Cup captain with Woods out
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reached a height of 12 feet — according 
to NBC — during the fi rst tumbling pass 
of her fl oor routine. A basketball rim is 
10 feet off  the ground.

“To be that good — well, excuse me, 
to be that great — and she still keeps 
breaking barriers,” Adebayo said. “To be 
able to see that just one time and hope-
fully get a picture with her, it’d mean a lot 
because she’s done a lot for not only the 
faces of us but for her sport as a whole.”

U.S. guard Devin Booker will never 
have the most gold medals on his block; 
one of his neighbors in Phoenix just hap-
pens to be 23-time Olympic swimming 
champion Michael Phelps. That’s the 

most golds in Olympic history.
Biles has seven Olympic medals, tying 

the most by any U.S. gymnast. And if 
Booker can be there to see her break 
that record, count him in.

“It’s really inspiring,” said Booker, 
who was part of the team at the Tokyo 
Olympics when the rules of the pan-
demic made it extremely diffi  cult for 
athletes to attend other competitions. 
“That’s another thing I missed last go-
round. I wasn’t able to watch any other 
events or see any other countries or any-
thing. I’ll be there in full support if I have 
the time and the schedule matches up.”

Another thing that makes the basket-
ball team marvel at Biles is her longevity.

The last 12 Olympic all-around com-
petitions in women’s gymnastics have 
been won by teenagers; Biles was 19 

when she won gold at the 2016 Rio de 
Janeiro Games. She’s 27 now. She’d be 
the second-oldest Olympic women’s 
all-around champion ever if she wins 
in Paris.

With the expectation that this will be 
her last games, Durant is clear: “I’ve got 
to go see that,” he said.

“I was talking to a gymnast the other 
day and I didn’t know their peak is from 
like 15 to like 18 or 19 or something like 
that,” Durant said. “So, for her to be at 
that age and still elite, of course, yeah, 
I want to go check her out. I’ve always 
been a fan of what she was doing. Intro-
duced me to that sport, really. I wasn’t 
really paying attention much until she 
started doing her thing. ... Simone is 
somebody who set the tone for what a 
champion, an Olympian, a winner in life 

should be.”
Biles still being the world’s best at 

27, in her sport, makes about as much 
sense as a 39-year-old entering his 22nd 
NBA season and signing $100 million 
contracts to keep going and still playing 
at an extremely high level.

James sees the parallel between their 
career paths.

“Simone is super dope,” James said. 
“And she’s an inspiration to my daugh-
ter and to all, not only Black girls in the 
world, but also, kids, anyone, not only 
just in gymnastics, but any fi eld. If you 
love greatness -- which is another story 
about the people that don’t love great-
ness or act like they don’t, but they just 
have to be in the hate pool because that’s 
what society is today. But Simone is 
amazing and she’s everything.”

OLYMPICS
From page B12

on the tour for more than 20 years. So 
trust me, I know all the tricks. I know 
how it works. It’s fi ne. It’s fi ne. It’s OK. I 
focus on the respectful people, that have 
respect, that paid (for) a ticket to watch 
tonight — and love tennis. And love 
tennis. And appreciate the players and 
the eff ort that the players put in here.”

After the match ended, Djokovic ges-
tured as if he were playing a violin, maybe 
mockingly indicating he felt bad for any-
one in the arena that he had saddened by 
winning and getting to the quarterfi nals 
at the All England Club for the 15th time.

He has won the championship at 
Wimbledon seven times and was the 
runner-up to Carlos Alcaraz last year.

“I played in much more hostile envi-
ronments, trust me,” Djokovic said. “You 
guys can’t touch me.”

American Taylor Fritz also advanced 
to the quarterfi nals on Monday with a 
dramatic comeback win over Alexander 

Zverev. At the match’s end, the men met 
at the net for what turnd into a longer-
than-usual chat.

Zverev, playing with a bone bruise 
in his right knee, said he was bothered 
by some of the cheering coming from 
Fritz’s guest box in the fi fth set. When 
Fritz began to move away, Zverev stuck 
his chest to block the path and continued 
the mostly one-sided exchange.

It wasn’t the 13th-seeded Fritz’s only 
noteworthy postmatch interaction at the 
All England Club this fortnight — he told 
an earlier opponent to “have a nice fl ight 
home” — but he shrugged this one off , 
more interested in thinking about the 
way he turned things around to defeat 
two-time Grand Slam fi nalist Zverev 
4-6, 6-7 (4), 6-4, 7-6 (3), 6-3 and reach 
the quarterfi nals.

“It was amazing,” said Fritz, a 26-year-
old from California, “to do that on Centre 
Court (at) Wimbledon, two sets down.”

Zverev said later that his issue wasn’t 
with Fritz or his two coaches, but rather 
with others in the winner’s support 
group “that are not maybe from the 

tennis world, that are not maybe (used 
to) watching every single match; they 
were a bit over the top.”

Fritz joins good pal Tommy Paul in 
the fi nal eight, giving the United States 

two men that deep in the tournament 
for the fi rst time since 2000. The other 
quarterfi nal on the bottom half of the 
men’s draw will be No. 9 Alex de Minaur 
against Djokovic.

TENNIS
From page B12

Pierre-Luc Dubois, winger Andrew Man-
giapane, defenseman Jakob Chychrun 
and goaltender Logan Thompson in 
separate trades and signing free agents 

Matt Roy, Brandon Duhaime and Taylor 
Raddysh.

“I think we’re better,” MacLellan 
said last week, giving no indication of 
the promotions at the time. “I just think 
it’s a better-slotted team. It should be 
better off ensively. We’ll fi nd that out 
later. I think it’s overall just a deeper, 

better-structured team than it was last 
year.”

The Capitals squeaked into the play-
off s on a tiebreaker as the second and 
fi nal wild card in the Eastern Confer-
ence. They were swept in the fi rst round 
by the Presidents’ Trophy-winning New 
York Rangers, who lost in the East fi nal 

to eventual Cup champion Florida.
They have reached the postseason 

in 15 of the past 17 seasons of what is 
known as the Ovechkin era. The Russian 
superstar and face of the franchise since 
being drafted fi rst in 2004 is 42 away 
from breaking Wayne Gretzky’s career 
goals record and turns 39 in September.

CAPITALS
From page B12

Burleson had a two-run single and his 
14th homer. He hit .300 (9 for 30) with 
two home runs on the road trip. 

Mikolas (7-7) scattered six hits over 
61⁄3 innings for his fi rst win at Washington 
since July 29, 2022. The right-hander has 
won four of his last fi ve decisions since 
June 5. He has gone six or more innings 
in 12 of 19 starts this season.

A change in arm angle has helped the 
movement on his sinker.

“Very important,” Marmol said be-
fore the game. “It’s allowed for more 
action on the sinker, kind of later bite 
to it, what’s led to softer contact. So it’s 
been good.”

Mikolas also thought his fastball “had 
a little bit of zip on it” Monday.

“I thought I was locating it pretty well. 
It sank when I needed it to and didn’t 
when I told it not to. Nice,” he said.

Brendan Donovan went 2 for 4 with 

an RBI double, extending his on-base 
streak to 21 games — tied with Phillies 
star Bryce Harper for the longest active 
streak in the majors. Donovan is batting 
.375 (21 for 56) in 15 career games against 
Washington.

Parker (5-5) gave up two runs — one 
earned — and six hits over seven innings. 
He walked one, struck out six and threw 
63 of his 91 pitches for strikes.

The Nationals completed a 3-5 home-
stand and have lost 10 of 14 overall.

The Nationals called up right-hander 

Joan Adon and optioned left-hander DJ 
Herz to Triple-A Rochester. Adon struck 
out fi ve and allowed three hits and two 
walks in 51⁄3 innings over fi ve appearances 
at Triple-A. He gave up two runs and 
three hits in one inning for Washington 
on Monday.

The Nationals start a six-game road 
swing Tuesday at the New York Mets. 
Washington righty Jake Irvin (7-6, 2.80 
ERA) faces lefty Jose Quintana (3-5, 4.22). 
Irvin tossed eight shutout innings of one-
hit ball last Thursday against the Mets.

NATIONALS
From page B12
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Th e PGA of America announced the selection of Keegan Bradley as U.S. Ryder Cup captain for 2025 matches at Bethpage Black in 
New York aft er Tiger Woods decided not to fulfi ll the role. At 38, Bradley will be the youngest American captain since 1963. 
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Novak Djokovic pretends to play a violin aft er defeating Holger Rune, 6-3, 6-4, 6-2, 
in their fourth-round match at Wimbledon on Monday. He was maybe mockingly 
indicating he felt bad for anyone in the arena that felt saddened by his win. 
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LONDON | Maybe the Centre Court 
spectators were saluting Novak Djokov-
ic’s opponent by saying his name. Maybe 
they were booing Djokovic, trying to 
rattle him. The 24-time Grand Slam 
champion was sure it was the latter — 
and he let everyone know he was not 
happy about it.

Djokovic easily beat 15th-seeded 
Holger Rune 6-3, 
6-4, 6-2 in just over 
two hours Monday 
night to reach the 
Wimbledon quar-
terfi nals, then made 
sure to get a mes-
sage across to those 
fans he thought 
were against him.

Rune’s sup-
porters at various 
tournaments often 

will stretch out his last name, saying, 
“Ruuuuuune!” — which sounds rather 
similar to “Boooooo!” — and that hap-
pened again Monday.

During his on-court postmatch inter-
view, Djokovic spoke briefl y about the 
match, but then veered into a discussion 
about the people in the stands.

“To all the fans that have respect and 
that stayed here tonight: Thank you very 
much from the bottom of my heart. I ap-
preciate it. And to all those people that 
have chosen to disrespect the player — 
in this case, me — have a goooood night. 
Gooooood night. Gooooood night. Very 
gooooood night,” he said, stretching 
out the “Os” in “good” so they sounded 
like “boo.”

The interviewer tried to dissuade 
Djokovic from thinking anyone was 
trying to taunt him.

“They were. They were. They were. I 
don’t accept it. I know they were cheer-
ing for Rune. But that’s an excuse to also 
boo,” Djokovic said. “Listen, I’ve been 

TENNIS

Djokovic 
gets into it 
with fans at 
Wimbledon   
Shows disdain for 
taunts after victory 
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ARLINGTON | The Washington Capitals 
named Chris Patrick as their general 
manager on Monday with longtime GM 
Brian MacLellan remaining president of 
hockey operations.

Patrick, 48, who was also named as 
a senior vice president, has worked for 
the Capitals in various capacities since 
2009 and served as assistant GM under 
MacLellan for the past three years. The 
son of longtime team president Dick 
Patrick previously was director of player 
personnel after a lengthy stint as a pro 

scout, and now he’s just the seventh GM 
in the organization’s 50-year history.

“Chris is a dedicated and hard-work-
ing executive, who is fully prepared for 
this next step in his career,” owner Ted 
Leonsis said in a statement. “His vision, 
extensive experience, hockey acumen 
and player evaluation make him the per-
fect leader to drive our team forward.”

MacLellan, 65, spent a decade as GM 
since taking over for George McPhee in 
2014. He fi nished the building of the team 
that won the franchise’s fi rst Stanley Cup 
title in 2018.

“With Dick Patrick as chairman, 
Brian as president and Chris as general 

manager, we believe we have a dynamic 
leadership team in place to continue to 
guide our hockey operations depart-
ment forward,” Leonsis said. “Brian’s 
leadership, experience, and vision for 
our hockey team, combined with Chris’ 
impressive track record and successful 
tenure as an executive, talent evaluator, 
and guardian of our minor league part-
nerships, position our hockey operations 
team for a successful future.”

The front offi  ce shakeup is the latest 
around the NHL with an established GM 
shifting upstairs and ceding day-to-day 
operations. It happened in 2022 with 
Colorado after the Avalanche won the 

Cup, with Chris MacFarland succeeding 
Joe Sakic as GM and Sakic becoming 
president of hockey operations, while St. 
Louis has laid out a succession plan for 
Alexander Steen and Doug Armstrong 
to follow the same path.

With Washington, Patrick assumes 
control of a retool-on-the-fly effort 
MacLellan put into overdrive over the 
past couple of weeks to keep the club’s 
contending window open in the fi nal 
two years of captain Alex Ovechkin’s 
contract. MacLellan turned over nearly 
a quarter of the roster, acquiring center 

CAPITALS

Patrick elevated to GM while MacLellan stays as president

BY BYRON KERR
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Paul Goldschmidt and Alec Burleson 
homered, Miles Mikolas pitched into the 
seventh inning and the St. Louis Cardi-
nals beat the Washington Nationals 6-0 
on Monday.

Burleson drove in three runs for the 
Cardinals, who took three of four games 
in the series and have won six of eight 
overall. St. Louis is 33-18 since Mother’s 
Day, second-best in the majors behind 
Cleveland (32-16).

“You go all the way back to last year, 
it’s about time we start playing like we 
are supposed to,” Mikolas said. “The 
fans got upset with us last year because 

we weren’t playing good ball. The boos 
I know started a little bit early this year 
and we’ve managed to turn it around. 
We’ve got young guys that are stepping 
up, having great at-bats, playing great 
defense. All of our veterans are coming 
around.”

Goldschmidt’s 12th homer of the sea-
son came off  left-hander Mitchell Parker 
in the fourth. The 36-year-old slugger 
has 352 career home runs, tying Ryan 
Braun and Ellis Burks for 96th place in 
big league history. He needs 11 hits to 

reach 2,000.
“He had a really good work day 

today,” Cardinals manager Oliver Mar-
mol said. “Got here early and did some 
things with (hitting coach Turner Ward), 
felt good about it. It was good for him 
to get that homer. He just missed one 
earlier. Him being able to continue feel-
ing good about his swing and play with 
confi dence is going to be important. That 
homer was a big one.”

NATIONALS

Just not in the Cards

Nationals drop three of four in series 
to St. Louis following Mikolas’ gem 

BY TIM REYNOLDS
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LAS VEGAS | Bam Adebayo has two 
primary goals to accomplish at the Paris 
Olympics. The fi rst one is obvious: a 
gold medal.

The second one: getting a picture 
with Simone Biles.

Among Biles’ biggest fans — liter-
ally — going into the Paris Games is a 
group of fellow Olympians, some of them 
more than 2 feet taller than she is, most 
of whom have never been to any sort of 
gymnastics meet in their lives. But make 
no mistake: The U.S. men’s basketball 

team loves her.
“She’s the best,” three-time Olympic 

medalist LeBron James said. “It’s that 
simple. She’s the best.”

It speaks to the power of Biles that, 
on an American roster with James and 
Kevin Durant and Stephen Curry and 
countless other greats from all sides 
of the sporting world, she’s not only 
the face of the U.S. Olympic Team 
— but it could be argued that she’s 

the face of the Paris Games, the most 
dominant and most captivating athlete 
in the world right now. Biles is the most 
decorated gymnast ever, with 37 medals 
from Olympic and world championship 
competitions.

And when the U.S. basketball players 
can be there to watch her in Paris, they 
will be. If the schedules align on the 
basketball off  days - and there are op-
portunities, such as the Aug. 1 women’s 

all-around fi nal — they’ll be fi guring out 
ways to get tickets.

“I heard it’s really expensive to get 
in,” said U.S. guard Tyrese Haliburton, 
whose fi ve-year, $245 million contract 
with the Indiana Pacers begins at the 
start of the next NBA season. “But I think 
I can make that work.”

They feel Biles is worth it.
At 4-foot-8, she could probably dunk 

a basketball if she thought about it and 
came up with some super-creative way 
to make it happen. At last month’s U.S. 
Olympic trials in Minneapolis, Biles 

OLYMPICS

U.S. basketball team’s goals: Win gold, see Biles
Decorated gymnast’s biggest fans aim 
to get tickets between games in Paris 
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Olympic gold medal-winning gymnast 
Simone Biles may be the face of the Paris 
Games and will likely have cheering fans 
in the U.S. men’s basketball team.» see OLYMPICS | B11

Djokovic

» see TENNIS | B11
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Th e Capitals promoted assistant general 
manager Chris Patrick to be their seventh 
GM in their 50-year history Monday.  He 
has worked for the team since 2009. » see CAPITALS | B11

» see NATIONALS | B11
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Cardinals outfi elders (from left ) Brendan Donovan, Michael Siani and Lars Nootbaar celebrate aft er the completion of a 6-0 win over the Nationals on Monday.

Nationals left  fi elder James Wood 
catches a fl y ball hit by the Cardinals’ 
Masyn Winn in the seventh inning. Th e 
Cardinals won three of four in the series.


