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Justbeforethemonsoonsets
into thefoothillsof theWestern
Ghats, thousandsofbutterflies
preparetomaketheirway
todrierplains.Someof the
migratingspecies includethe

darkbluetigress,double-brandedblack
crowandIndiancommoncrow.Over the
nextmonth, thesecolourful species travel
over400km,passingbymountainsand
bravingroughwindstoreachtheEastern
Ghats.

The journey to theEasternGhats is essen-
tial for thesebutterflies.Theeasternplains
are climatically suitable as theyare rain
shadowareasbetweenJuneandSeptember.
Thebutterflieswhomigrated, spend their
sunset dayshere.

Themigratory swarms typically consist of
several thousandsof individual butterflies.
This annualmigration isnoteworthy for two
reasons.Firstly, themigration takesplace
in response to theheavydownpour in the
WesternGhatsduringmonsoon.Secondly,
the species of butterfliesmigrating fromthe
WesternGhatsdo so longitudinally (from
west to east) andnot latitudinally (north to
south).

While experts knowwhere their journeys
start andend, the route these species take to
arrive at theeasternplains andback to the
WesternGhats is still unclear.Anydistur-
bance to the routewill adversely impact
their life cycles.

Before theonset of thenortheast
monsoon, theirprogeny returns to the
WesternGhatsbetweenOctoberandearly
December.

“To thermoregulate, these three
species of butterfliesmigrate to the
easternplains tobeat the rain,”saysSan-
toshS, a faculty at thedepartmentof studies
in zoology,MysuruUniversity.AlongwithV
GopiKrishna, presidentof theNagarahole
ConservationSociety, Santoshhasbeen
conducting studieson thesebutterflies
inNagarahole andBandipurTiger
Reserves.

Over the last decadeor so
theduohave recorded the
details of 209butterflies
inNagaraholeNation-
alParkand 185 spe-
cies inBandipur
NationalPark.
Apart from
Nagarahole
andBandipur,
the team in-
tends to study
thebehaviour,

adaptationsandmigrationpatterns inall
five tiger reserves inKarnataka.

“Therehavebeen studiesonbutterflies
encompassing theentireWesternGhats
ingeneral but this is the first area-specific
study inTigerReservesof Nagarahole and
Bandipur including rangeandbeat level in-
formation, alongwithGPSreadings.There
arehardly any such similar scientific studies
beingconducted inBRHills, Bhadraand
KaliTigerReserves,”saysGopiKrishna.

Ecosystemindicators
Butterflies areknown to indicate thehealth
of anecosystemandplay an important role
inpollination. “Butterflywatching, coupled
with scientific documentingand statistical
analysis canbeveryhelpful in stayingalert
about the subtle changes inhabitat andcli-
mate,”saysBrijeshKumarDikshit, Principal
ChiefConservatorofForests, also anavid
butterflywatcher.Thenumberof species,
their spatial distributionandcount can
provide important informationabout the
habitat and its temporal change, headds.

However, disruption to their ecosystems
andmigratory routeshasaffected the
survival ofmany species.The International
Union forConservationofNature (IUCN),
an international organisationworking for
nature conservationand sustainableuse
ofnatural resources, states that thereare
more than 18,000speciesof butterflies in
theworld. India is home to 1,501 varieties.
Experts so farhave recorded thepresence
of334species of butterflies in theWestern
Ghats, abiodiversityhotspot.

Thoughbutterflies live for a shortperiod,
their life is full of fascinatingevents.For
instance, lineblue retires to the shade
by9amduring the summer toavoid

extremeheat andharsh
sun.KrishnaandSan-
tosharealsomapping
thepresenceof various
species of butterflies
in theirhabitats,
the reasons for the
presenceof specific
butterflies in those
particular regions
and the impact
of development
work.

“Even the
dust, smokeor
residual smoke
fromminor
construc-
tioncould
impact the

larval hostplants andnectarplantswhich
are importantdrivers formigration.The
absenceof such supportingplants,which
are cleared for suchconstructioncould
adversely impact the lifecycleof butterflies,”
saysGopiKrishna.Headds that anyaltera-
tion tohabitat that causesbutterfliesharm
couldhaveacascading impact onhuman
lives aswell.

“Theyareknown tobeumbrella species
and several plants thathumansaredepend-
enton, arepollinatedby these insects,”he
explains.

Large-scalebutterflymigrationwas last
seen in2018.Ever since, therehasbeenano-
ticeabledecrease innumbersdue to varying
monsoonpatterns andclimate change.

The researchers say their study canhelp
the forest department assess the impact
of projects andmakecrucial decisions
regarding long-termconservationmeasures
of aparticular ecosystem.The impacts could
include improvinghabitat connectivity
andmanaging invasive species.

Themanyvisual
delightsofUdupi

Stills fromCharmadiGhat.DHPHOTOS

Ateacherandarchitectofmodernart inKalaburagi
alaburagi isknownfor itsrichartisticher-
itage, right fromtheagesof theMauryas,
Chalukyas,BahmanisandtheNizams.
Thecontributionsofseveralartists inpre
andpost-independent India tovisualarts
haveearnedthedistrict repute inartistic
circles.

In this groupof artists, oneof the
foremost isAndani.Asa stalwart in the
field,VeerannaGurappaAndanihas en-
couragedanewgenerationof artists by
establishingart institutes in the city.Asa
former studentofhis, I haveexperienced
thepositive impacts ofhis teachings.

Andani is known forhis linedrawings,
whichwenton to inspiremanyartists
in the region. In theacrylicmedium,his
signature style is characterisedbygentle
colours andpicturises everyday realities.
InKalaburagi art circles,Andani is the
architect ofmodernart sensibilities.

He is alsoknown forhis contributions
to twoart institutes—The IdealFineArt
Institutewhich runsdiplomacourses and
MMKCollegeofVisualArtwhich runs
bachelor’s andmaster’s programmes in
the visual arts.

Co-locatedon the samepremises, the
campuses standunique in the city’s heart,
attached toa lake.Hehasworkedasa
teacherandservedasaprincipal for a
long time in the same institute.

Hisworkhasbeen influencedand in-

formedbyhismentor andnotedartist JS
Khanderao, also fromthe region.Hehas
also trained in thearts ofmural painting
at theBanasthaliUniversity ofRajasthan.
Born in 1947 inHonnakirangi village,
nearShahabad inKalaburagi district,V
GAndani is celebratinghis 75thbirthday
onJuly 13withart andcultural events.

Teachingandtraining
Thousandsofhis studentshavemadea
mark in the fieldof visual arts globally.

Andani is himself a great collector
ofheritageart.Hehasmadeefforts to
preserveKalyanaKarnataka’s antiq-
uities, includingpaintingsof the late
artist SMPandit, ShankarraoAlandkar,
ShantlingappaPatil,AAAlmelkar and
manyothers.Healsoholds anexpensive
manuscript, paintedby theGarudadri
familyduring the reignofRajaVenkatap-
paNayakofSurpur.

Recognisinghiswork, theGulbarga
Universityhas conferredhimanhonou-

rarydoctorate.HealsoheadedKarnata-
kaLalithakalaAcademyandservedas a
memberofCentralLalitKalaAkademi.

Exhibits
Hisworkhasbeendisplayed inmany
groupexhibitions across the country.He
hasalsoheld soloart exhibitions at the
reputedJehangirArtGallery inMumbai,
MaxMuellerBhavan inBengaluruand
BirlaAcademy inKolkata.Picked from
suchexhibits, his artworknowhasa

permanentplace inmanyprivate and
government collections.

To recognise the contributionsof
artists, bothpast andpresent, hehasau-
thoredabook inKannadaabout legend-
ary artist SMPandit.Healsoannually
awardsachievers inKarnatakaart circles
with theDrushyaBhushanaaward.

Abookof articleswrittenbymany
authors titled “BayalaBelaku”onhis
life andartworkwill be releasedon the
occasionofhis birthday.

Rehaman
Patelwrites
aboutthelife,
contributions

andmentorship
ofaprolific

modernartist

K

Kalaburagi-basedartistVGAndani; theartistatwork; theMMKCollegeofVisualArts,whereAndani taught.PHOTOSBYMOHAMMEDAYAZUDDINPATEL
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Anarduous journeyon
vibrantwings

EnroutetoUdupi,Bhagyalakshmi
Krishnamurthyrelaysthejoysofthepristine
environmentandage-oldmonuments
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Anard o s jo rne on

Whiledocumentingthe
butterfliesofNagarholeand
Bandipur,researchershave
uncoveredtheimportance
ofmigrationforthesurvival
ofthespecies,
writesPavan
KumarH

oryears,Udupihas
beenthebase forour
trips to thetemplesof
SouthCanara.Unclut-
teredandpeaceful, this
little townhasalways

wrappedus inacomfortingblanket
ofhot foodafter jostlingtemple
crowds.Recently,ona longerstay,
wediscoveredthatUdupihasall the
ingredients forapleasantgetaway.

Wechose to take theCharma-
diGhat route fromBengaluru.
CharmadiGhat is adelight in
any season, andmore sonow in
monsoon,with the cloudswithin
reach.Waterfalls tumbleoff dark
mountains, flow throughcarpets of
freshgreeneryand stop just short
of the road, their soundbuildingup
theanticipation ineverymotorist
muchbefore theyare sighted.

Themonsoon in theWestern
Ghats canbe scarywith landslides
andaccidents, butwith some intel-
ligentplanning, this drive should
beoneveryone’s bucket list.We left
Charmadi reluctantly after several
stops to soak in thebeauty.

Udupi is known largely for the
Krishna temple constructedby
Madhvacharya in the 13th century.
A small idol of thedeity is visible
througha smallwindow.Queues
are lighter early in themorningor
at four in theevening.

Another temple locatedopposite
theKrishna temple is theChandra-
mouleshwara (Shiva) temple.Most
non-localsmiss it due to its small
andnondescript entrance.

Perpendicular to theKrishna
temple lies theAnantheswara
temple, alsodevoted toShivaand
believed tobeoneof theoldest
templesof theTulu region.This
triumvirate forms thedaily circuit
ofmanya local.

There ismoreonoffer, righton
this street.Around theKrishna
templearebeautiful structures

thathouse theAshta (eight)
mathas, eachoneembellished
most tastefullywithmotifs and
materials that reflect theMalnad
region.Manyhavebeen inspired to
replicate the intricatewoodwork
andpillars in their villas. For the
adventurous, there is thedrive
fromUdupi toSringeri through
theAgumbeGhats.The fourteen
hairpinbendson thisGhat evoke
both fear and joy.

Andwhenoneyearns for the
solidity of terra firmaafter the
adrenaline rushof theghats, there
are thebeachesofUdupi.While
Malpe,KaupandMaravanthe
beachesarewell known,Mattu
Beach is relativelyundiscovered.

Thegood thingaboutDakshina
Kannada is that there is always
more thanone road toget to your
destinationand losingone’sway
countless times, over twoandahalf
decades, has thrownupsomevery
attractive alternate routes.

Wereturn toBengalurubyone
such route via theKudremukhNa-
tionalParkandChikkamagaluru.
There is a35km-driveonwonder-
ful roads through theKudremukh
NationalPark.

Pristine forestswithonly the
occasional vehicle for company,
myriad shadesof green, rare
flowers andanynumberof ferns
make it seem like it is fromanother
world.DesignatedaUNESCO
WorldHeritageSite in2012, the
KudremukhNationalParkalso
offersmoderate todifficult treks
andbird-watching safaris.Wespot
ahugegaur, expertly camouflaged
against thebarkof a tree, in
magnificent repose,with its sharp
horns formingaperfect arc above
its forehead.

Fromscenicdrives through lofty
mountains to expansivebeaches,
spiritual interludes andgastro-
nomic capers,Udupihas it all.
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