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Star Dem
donor George
says Biden
too far gone
to stay in race

Could this be the straw
that breaks the campaign’s
back? George Clooney, the
Hollywood star who co-hosted
a Biden fundraiser just a few
weeks ago (pictured) says the
president is not the same man
he was and it’s time for him
to drop out.
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Camille Kostek / Instagram

Camille Kostek
shows some serious
blonde ambition on
Instagram, with the
Sports lllustrated
mainstay, 32,
striking the same

red-swimsuit pose

as Farrah Fawcett in
the late “Charlie’s
Angels” star’s iconic
1976 pinup poster.
Nailing the details
down to the beach-
towel backdrop,
Camille says simply,
“channeling Farrah.”

Oh snap: Lego theft ring busted

A massive Lego theft ring was
busted by Oregon police — who
took drone footage of mountains
of the colorful toys packed neatly
in their boxes from above.

More than 4,150 swiped sets of
the plastic building blocks — val-
ued at roughly $200,000 — were
seized from the Brick Builders shop
in Eugene, Ore., the Springfield Po-
lice Department said Tuesday.

Ammon Henrikson, owner of
the Lego-centric toy shop, is ac-

cused of knowingly buying the
unopened sets from crooks who
stole them from nearby chain
stores such as Target, Fred Meyer
and Walmart, according to cops.

Henrikson may have even been
instructing the suspects to snatch
specific Lego sets, a police source
told news station KEZI.

Among the stolen items were
high-end kits for building things
like the souped-up DeLorean car
from “Back to the Future,” the

custom ambulance from “Ghost-
busters” — which goes for as
much as $230 — and the Mille-
nium Falcon from “Star Wars.”
During the three-month investi-
gation, cops saw thieves rob
stores of high-priced Lego sets —
then head straight to Brick Build-
ers, police said. “We would watch
people go into the store with Lego
and come out with cash in hand,”
Sgt. Kyle DPotter told the
station. Natalie O’Neill
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‘DANGER’

Pandora’s voice box

By ALEX MITCHELL

Experts are speechless.

Researchers at Microsoft have
developed an artificially intelli-
gent text-to-speech program that
is so realistic — and therefore so
dangerous — they aren’t releasing
it to the public.

VALL-E 2, as it is
called, is the first Al vo-
cal program of its kind in
“achieving human par-
ity,”  Microsoft  an-
nounced. In other words,
it can’t be differentiated
from a person’s speech.

Until now, more rudi-
mentary developments
can be detected as Al
through small nuances in
verbiage.

Notably, VALL-E 2 is
said to be crystal clear
“even for sentences that are tradi-
tionally challenging due to their
complexity or repetitive phrases,”
according to a paper on the
software.

It can replicate a voice thor-
oughly after hearing as little as
three seconds of audio.

The program “surpasses previ-
ous systems in speech robustness,
naturalness, and speaker similar-
ity,” researchers noted.

Its creators have good inten-
tions for use both medically — as
an aid for those with aphasia or
similar pathological disabilities —
and socially.

Specifically, researchers boast

that VALL-E 2 “could be used for
educational learning, entertain-
ment, journalistic, self-authored
content, accessibility features, in-
teractive voice response systems,
translation, chatbot, and so on.”

However, they are not ignorant
of the potential misuse of such a
high-powered tool.

“It may carry poten-
tial risks in the misuse
of the model, such as
spoofing voice identifi-
cation or impersonat-
ing a specific speaker,”
researchers wrote.

For this reason, there
are “no plans to incor-
porate VALL-E 2 into a
product or expand ac-
cess to the public.”

Voice spoofing, creat-
ing a pretend voice for
phone calls and other
long-distance interactions, is be-
coming a concerning issue due to
easy accessibility of AI programs.
Apple just listed it as a top concern
amid an increase in phishing scams.

The elderly are typically tar-
geted, but some mothers have re-
ceived fake calls that their chil-
dren were kidnapped for ransom
— mistakenly believing it was
their child on the other end.

Experts like Lisa Palmer, a strat-
egist for consulting firm AI Lead-
ers, recommend families and
loved ones create tightly kept,
verbal passwords to share on the
phone in cases of doubt.

amitchell@nypost.com
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3 weeks after gala, Dem darling Clooney

By ISABEL KEANE
and DIANA GLEBOVA

Oscar-winning actor George
Clooney called on President
Biden to end his campaign for re-
election Wednesday, saying the
8l-year-old incumbent “cannot
win.”

Clooney, 63, made the call for a
new candidate in an op-ed pub-
lished in The New York Times
less than a month after he co-
hosted a Biden fundraiser that
raised some $30 million.

However, the receipts were
overshadowed by Biden freezing
up during the event and having to
be escorted offstage by former
President Barack Obama.

Biden and Obama sat for an in-
terview with ABC late-night host
Jimmy Kimmel and as the men
rose afterward, Biden’s gaze ap-
peared fixed on the applauding
crowd for a full 10 seconds until
Obama took his wrist and guided
him offstage.

‘Devastating to say’

Clooney added: “I love Joe
Biden. As a senator. As a vice
president and as president. I con-
sider him a friend, and I believe
in him. Believe in his character.
Believe in his morals.. . .

“But the one battle he cannot
win is the fight against time,”
Clooney went on. “None of us
can.

“It’s devastating to say it, but
the Joe Biden I was with three
weeks ago at the fund-raiser was
not the Joe ‘big F-ing deal’ Biden
of 2010,” he added. “He wasn’t
even the Joe Biden of 2020. He
was the same man we all wit-
nessed at the debate.”

The staunch Democrat also
called out party leaders on Capi-
tol Hill, who Clooney said “need
to stop telling us that 51 million
people didn’t see what we just
saw” at the CNN debate June 27.

“We are not going to win in No-
vember with this president,” the
“Syriana” star bluntly said.

“This isn’t only my opinion; this
is the opinion of every senator
and Congress member and gover-
nor that I’'ve spoken with in pri-
vate. Every single one, irrespec-
tive of what he or she is saying
publicly.”

However, Clooney insisted
Wednesday, “the dam has broken.
‘We can put our heads in the sand
and pray for a miracle in Novem-
ber, or we can speak the truth.

“It is disingenuous, at best, to
argue that Democrats have al-
ready spoken with their vote and
therefore the nomination is set-

ABACA/Shutterstock

TRUE BLUE: George Clooney gets a Kennedy Center honor from President
Biden in 2022 (above) and raised millions for him just last month with Julia
Roberts, in addition to years of work with Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton.

tled and done, when we just re-
ceived new and upsetting infor-
mation,” the actor added in a
clear response to Biden’s defiant
Monday morning letter to Demo-
crats insisting he would stay in
the race.

“Top Democrats — Chuck
Schumer, Hakeem Jeffries, Nancy
Pelosi — and senators, represent-
atives and other candidates who
face losing in November need to
ask this president to voluntarily
step aside,” Clooney insisted.

As for the mechanism to replace
Biden, Clooney endorsed a so-
called “mini-primary” that would
be settled at next month’s Demo-
cratic convention in Chicago.

“Let’s hear from [Maryland

Gov.] Wes Moore and [Vice Pres-
ident] Kamala Harris and [Michi-
gan Gov.] Gretchen Whitmer and
[California Gov.] Gavin Newsom
and [Kentucky Gov.] Andy Bes-
hear and [Illinois Gov.] J.B. Pritz-
ker and others,” he wrote.

“Would it be messy? Yes. De-
mocracy is messy.”

Meathead bails, too

The Times reported Wednesday
that the Biden campaign had found
out about Clooney’s op-ed before
it was published and tried to per-
suade him to change his mind.

According to the newspaper,
Biden campaign co-chairman Jef-
frey Katzenberg — the former

head of Disney and DreamWorks
— led the unsuccessful effort.

Clooney is not the only Holly-
wood bundler taking issue with
Biden’s insistence on staying in
the race.

Actor and director Rob Reiner
joined Clooney’s disavowal of
Biden later Wednesday, writing
on X: “My friend George
Clooney has clearly expressed
what many of us have been say-
ing. We love and respect Joe
Biden. We acknowledge all he
has done for our country. But
Democracy is facing an existen-
tial threat. We need someone
younger to fight back.

“Joe Biden must step aside.”

Last week, Abigail Disney, the

JOE ‘GANNOT
WIN’: GEORGE

64-year-old grand-niece of studio
patriarch Walt Disney, told CNBC
she would not give any more to
Democrats as long as Biden re-
mained on the ticket.

“This is realism, not disre-
spect,” Disney said at the time.

Biden’s re-election campaign
has said it raised $127 million last
month, up from the $85 million it
pulled in this past May.

However, NBC News reported
Wednesday that the Biden cam-
paign was already seeing the ef-
fects of donors keeping their wal-
lets shut in the wake of the de-
bate, with one source saying that
the money flow has “absolutely
shut off” and another calling the
situation “disastrous.”
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ells prez to quit

OW you tell us, George.
After fronting a splashy
fundraiser with Julia Rob-
erts, Barbra Streisand and
Jimmy Kimmel in La-La Land
three weeks ago, George
Clooney penned a bombshell
column for The New York
Times Wednesday urging Biden
to step down.

He’s simply lost too many
steps, said Clooney.

“It’s devastating to say it, but
the Joe Biden I was with three
weeks ago at the fund-raiser
was not the Joe ‘big F—ing deal’
Biden of 2010,” wrote Clooney.
“He wasn’t even the Joe Biden
of 2020. He was the same man
we all witnessed at the debate.”

He saw that Biden was a shell
of his former self and yet still
helped to raise $30 million for a
political lemon. Hey, the show
must go on.

What took Clooney so long?

After all, this was not a rare
case of rapid onset aging.

He and our Tinseltown bet-
ters told wus

So, it was

all an act

Phonies of Hollywood

candidacy has been all along:
smoke and mirrors, which hap-
pens to be the specialty of Hol-
lywood. Clooney is one of the
few industry A-listers left. He
oozes sex appeal, glamour and a
cheekiness that makes him
sparkle on the big screen.
He also oozes elitist bulls--t.

Clooney and

this octogenar-
ian career pol
was the only
guy for the job,
spry at 81 and

KIRSTEN
FLEMING

his celebrity
pals — led by
movie mogul
Jeffrey Katzen-
berg, who has

in fighting
shape to slay the MAGA boo-
geyman. That is, until the de-
bate — when the showbiz myth
of Biden collided with reality.
There, Biden was free from
teleprompters, protective han-
dlers and press reps who vet ev-
ery question. He was undenia-
bly in a cognitive free fall.

Only now, Clooney admits
that what we saw on TV, he saw

been the exec-
utive producer of this Biden
fantasy — put on a star-studded
night despite their weak, con-
fused-looking candidate.

But it was a summer block-
buster doomed to flop because
the script was crap and none of
the players believed in the
project. They were just hoping
hype would mask its obvious
faults and it would deliver at
the box office. Or in this case, at
the ballot box. How cynical and
arrogant. We all saw Biden

freeze up on stage. We saw him
being gingerly led off by Presi-
dent Obama at the fundraiser
(Where’s that guy btw?).

Insult to America

Clooney got the kill sign from
the party base who want Biden
put out to pasture because they
know he can’t win. The time ar-
rived for a public and coordi-
nated mass knifing in ol’ Joe’s
back, so the actor obliged.

It’s craven.

Like most Americans, I was
and still am clamoring for youth
and new ideas for this 2024
election. But this shameful un-
raveling only emboldens Do-
nald Trump’s insistence that we
need to look for leadership out-
side of the establishment.

As Clooney said in his mur-
derous Times piece, “democ-
racy is messy.” So is the truth.
And the truth is Hollywood is
full of hypocritical, out of touch
blowhards, who think so little
of the American public.
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S || in private. Everybody knows it.
w f The jig is finally up.
§ Sadly, that’s what this Biden
X

WASHINGTON =

President Biden was seen
by neurologist Kevin Can-
nard, who specializes in
Parkinson’s disease, at the
White House on Jan. 17,
press secretary Karine
Jean-Pierre admitted late
Tuesday — hours after
telling reporters the oppo-
site at a briefing.

The clarification came
just a day after Jean-Pierre
scolded a journalist who
pressed her for details on
Cannard’s  visit and
pointed out she gave mis-
leading information about
whether Biden, 81, was
medically evaluated after
his catastrophic June 27
debate performance.

“Because the date was
not mentioned in the ques-
tion, I want to be clear that

WH: Doc saw
Biden in Jan.

the Jan. 17 meeting be-
tween [presidential physi-
cian] Dr. [Kevin] O’Con-
nor and Dr. Cannard was
for the president’s physi-
cal,” Jean-Pierre told The
Associated Press, whose
reporter had asked Jean-
Pierre about Cannard’s
meeting with O’Connor,
which was first reported
by The Post this past Sat-
urday.

“It was one of the three
times the president has
seen Dr. Cannard, each
time for his physical. The
findings from each exam
have been released to the
public,” Jean-Pierre said.

Earlier Tuesday, the
AP’s Seung Min Kim
asked Jean-Pierre, “Can
you say whether that one
meeting [between Can-
nard and O’Connor] was

related to care for the
president himself?”
Jean-Pierre replied, “I
can say that it was not.”
Cannard visited the
White House eight times in
as many months between
July last year and March
this year for what O’Con-
nor suggested in a Monday
night letter was treating
military members, even
though his visits were to
the residence clinic in the
‘White House basement, ac-
cording to public visitor
logs, rather than the adja-
cent Eisenhower Executive
Office Building.
Jean-Pierre’s latest dis-
closure appears to push
back the date for what the
White House says was
Biden’s most recent neuro-
logical exam. Steven Nelson
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CARELESS: Michelle Obama lounges Wednesday
with former Google CEO Eric Schmidt on Mallorca.

By RYAN KING

Former First Lady Mi-
chelle Obama looked like
she didn’t have a care in
the world Wednesday,
when she was spotted
chilling out with Google’s
former CEO Eric Schmidt
at a party on Mallorca.

The former first lady re-
laxed and sipped water as
she chatted with fellow
guests during the bash at
the villa of James Costos,
former President Barack
Obama’s onetime ambassa-
dor to Spain and Andorra.

Back on American
shores, Democrats have
plunged further into a
panic over President
Biden’s chances of prevail-
ing over former President
Donald Trump in the
Novw. 5 general election.

Eight House Democrats
have publicly demanded
Biden, 81, step aside, while
their Senate counterparts
have been more measured
though still rattled.

“Donald Trump is on
track, I think, to win this
election. And maybe win

it by a landslide and take
with it the Senate and the
House,” Sen. Michael Ben-
net (D-Colo.) vented to
CNN Tuesday evening. “I
think we could lose the
whole thing and it’s
staggering to me.”

Michelle, 60, has
talked publicly about
how she broke into
“uncontrollable  sob-
bing” during Trump’s
inauguration back in
2017. She’s also warned
against electing the pre-
sumptive  Republican
nominee to a second
term.

‘Not running’

Several polls have
suggested that she
would easily beat
Trump in a hypotheti-
cal matchup. But the
former first lady has ruled
out the possibility.

“As former First Lady
Michelle Obama has ex-
pressed several times over
the years, she will not be
running for president,”
her rep said in March.

ZUMA Press

Slidin” Biden

PREZ THE

President Biden attempts to
win over skeptical party mem-
bers by pantomiming vitality
Wednesday as he hosts world
leaders at the NATO summit in
Washington. Biden, who is
fighting growing calls

from allies to drop out

of the presidential

race as fallout

mounts from his in-

ept debate perform-

ance last month,

mugged with Secre-

tary General of

NATO Jens Stolten-

berg (right), Italian

Prime Minister

Giorgia Meloni (top

inset) and Cana-

dian Prime Minis-

ter Justin Trudeau

(bottom inset).

puts

on ‘show’ of force

GOP demands WH trio talk about addled mind

House Republicans issued sub-
poenas Wednesday to three of
President Biden’s closest aides,
saying their testimony is needed
to evaluate the president’s cogni-
tive fitness, with a subpoena of
Biden’s physician looming as a
potential next step ahead of a
Sunday deadline to comply with

a voluntary interview request.
House Oversight Committee
Chairman James Comer (R-Ky.)
cited an Axios report that de-
scribed White House Deputy
Chief of Staff Annie Tomasini,
First Lady Jill Biden’s senior ad-
viser Anthony Bernal and Deputy
Director of Oval Office Opera-

tions Ashley Williams as forming
“a protective bubble” around the
president. Testimony from the
three previously was requested
by Comer as part of oversight of
the Justice Department’s investi-
gation of Biden’s mishandling of
classified files, but that attempt
was blocked by the White House.

“Key White House staff must
come before our committee so
we can provide the transparency
and accountability that Ameri-
cans deserve,” said Comer.

A White House counsel’s office
spokesman ridiculed the subpoe-
nas as a “political stunt.”

Steven Nelson

Aides eye

potential
Kamrades
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'DECIDER: NANCY

Members of President Biden and Vice President Kamala Har-
ris’ campaign team have already picked out at least three Demo-
crats who could serve as Harris’ running mate should Biden
drop out of the presidential race and Harris win the nomination.

As Biden continues to face pressure to end his re-election bid,

people close to the effort revealed that a short list of potential
Harris No. 2s is already being compiled, The New York Times
reports.

At the top are Govs. Roy Cooper (NC), Andy Beshear (Ky.)
and Josh Shapiro (Pa.), with Cooper the clear front-runner, ac-

cording to the Times. Ronny Reyes
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By JOSH CHRISTENSON
and RYAN KING

Former House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi was noncommittal in a
Wednesday interview about Pres-
ident Biden’s re-election, saying
that “time is running short” to
find a replacement — as Vermont
Sen. Peter Welch became the first
Democratic member of the upper
chamber to call on the president
to drop out of the 2024 race.

“It’s up to the president to de-
cide if he is going to run,” Pelosi
(D-Calif.) told MSNBC’s “Morn-
ing Joe.”

“We’re all encouraging him to
make that decision because time is
running short,” she added. “It’s not
for me to say, 'm not the head of
the caucus anymore, but he’s be-
loved, he is respected, and people
want him to make that decision.”

Biden, 81, sent a stern letter to
lawmakers Monday morning that
left no doubt he was “firmly
committed” to staying in the
2024 race.

When co-host Jonathan Lemire
pointed this out to Pelosi, the 84-
year-old responded: “I want him
to do whatever he decides to do.

“Let him deal with this NATO
conference,” she added. “This is a
very big deal. Thirty heads of —
over 30 heads of state are here.
He is the host of it, and that
means not just hosting, it means
orchestrating the discussion and
setting the agenda. And he’s do-
ing so magnificently.

“And I've said to everyone, let’s
just hold off whatever youre
thinking,” Pelosi said. “Either tell
somebody privately, but you don’t
have to put that out on the table
until we see how we go this week.”

‘For good of the country’

Pelosi tried to walk back her re-
marks later, telling a CBS News
reporter, “I think the president is
great, and there are some misrep-
resentations of what I have said.

“I never said he should recon-
sider. The decision is the presi-
dent’s,” Pelosi added. “I don’t
know what’s happened in The
New York Times that they make
up news. But if that’s why you're
here it isn’t true.”

Welch made his argument for
Biden to step aside in a Washing-
ton Post op-ed, writing that he
“cannot unsee” the president’s
disastrous debate performance
against Donald Trump.

Says Joe must
choose as sen.
begs ‘withdraw’

OLD GUARD:
Sen. Peter Welch
(left) calls on
President Biden to
withdraw from the
race, but Nancy
Pelosi (right) says
Biden himself
must choose
whether to run.

“I understand why President
Biden wants to run,” wrote
Welch, 77. “He saved us from Do-
nald Trump once and wants to do
it again. But he needs to reassess
whether he is the best candidate
to do so. In my view, he is not.

“For the good of the country,
I'm calling on President Biden to
withdraw from the race.”

Meanwhile, Senate Majority
Leader Chuck Schumer — who
has publicly stood behind the
president — is privately signaling
to Democratic donors that’s he’s
open to a Biden replacement,
three sources told Axios.

But following that report, Schu-
mer reiterated his support for
Biden in a statement to Fox News.

“As I have made clear repeat-
edly publicly and privately, I sup-
port President Biden and remain
committed to ensuring Donald
Trump is defeated in November,”
Schumer said.

Additionally, two more House
Democrats also went public
Wednesday with demands that
Biden bow out.

“For the good of our country,
for my two young kids, I'm ask-
ing Joe Biden to step aside in the
upcoming election,” Rep. Pat
Ryan (D-NY) told The New York
Times in a phone interview.

Hours later, Rep. Earl Blume-
nauer (D-Ore.), who is not running
for re-election this year, said that
Biden “should not be the Demo-

cratic presidential nominee.”

Seven other House Democrats
have publicly called on Biden to
quit the race following his disas-
trous June 27 debate perform-
ance: Reps. Lloyd Doggett of
Texas, Raul Grijalva of Arizona,
Seth Moulton of Massachusetts,
Mike Quigley of Illinois, Angie
Craig of Minnesota, Adam Smith
of Washington and Mikie Sherrill
of New Jersey.

‘Serious reckoning’

South Bronx Rep. Ritchie Tor-
res, who on Monday decried
“intra-party mixed messaging”
on Biden as “deeply destructive,”
called Wednesday for a “serious
reckoning with the down-ballot
effect of whomever we nomi-
nate.”

“If we’re going to choose a par-
ticular path, we should be clear-
eyed about its consequences,”
Torres added. “Blindness is not
bliss amid the terrifying threat of
a Trump presidency.”

Sen. Richard Blumenthal
(D-Conn.) admitted he was
“deeply concerned about Joe
Biden winning this November
because it is an existential threat
if Donald Trump wins.”

“I think we need to reach a con-
clusion as soon as possible,”
added Blumenthal, who insisted
that “Joe Biden, as the Demo-
cratic nominee, has my support.”
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Deep-blue NY a ‘battleground”

Gonvention
has a slot
for Yeezy ex

Amber Rose, a former stripper
who has fiercely criticized Do-
nald Trump in the past but en-
dorsed him and posted a picture
of herself with him (above) in
May, will be a speaker at the Re-
publican National Convention in
support of the 45th president.

The Philadelphia-born Rose,
40, gained fame in 2008, after she
appeared in the music video for
rapper Young Jeezy’s single “Put
On” and began dating Kanye
West.

In 2013, Rose married another
rapper, Wiz Khalifa, before filing
for divorce a year later. She also
founded the LA chapter of the
SlutWalk feminist protest march.

Her presence on the GOP bill
rubbed some the wrong way.

“I get you want to convey ...
that this isn’t your father’s Re-
publican Party,” a source close to
the Republican National Commit-
tee told The Post, “but isn’t there
someone better than an OnlyFans
porn creator who runs something
called SlutWalk?”

Diana Glebova, Wires

Ron will have his
say in Milwaukee

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis,
former 2024 primary rival of Do-
nald Trump, will be speaking at
the Republican National Conven-
tion next week in Milwaukee, a
source familiar with the matter
confirmed to The Post.

DeSantis’ presence on the bill
was first reported by NBC News,
which claimed that the speaking
slot was created for DeSantis
after a “change in schedule.”

But a senior official in the DeS-
antis camp told The Post: “We’ve
consistently been told we would
have a speaking slot at the con-
vention and have not been told
differently.” Diana Glebova

ewish voters
express fear

By CARL CAMPANILE

Nearly half of Jewish voters
have felt at risk because of
their religious identity while
living in the Empire State,
while more than a third said
that New York is no longer a
haven for their people, a poll
reveals.

The survey conducted for
the pro-Israel New York Soli-
darity Network between May 9
and 22 found that 44% of 1,200
Jewish voters in New York City
and other counties said they
have felt unsafe, as did 67% of
identifiable Orthodox Jews.

More than a third, 35%, said
they agreed with the state-
ment: “New York is no longer a
safe haven for Jewish life and
the Jewish people.” Nearly 40%
said the US is no longer a safe
place for Jews.

About 1.5 million Jews live in
New York state, more than in
any place outside of Israel, the
poll takers said.

“That more than a third of
registered New York Jewish
voters believe New York is no
longer a safe haven for Jews
should be a five-alarm fire for
state and local elected offi-
cials,” Sara Forman, executive
director of the New York Soli-
darity Network and Treasurer
of Solidarity PAC, told The
Post on Wednesday.

It comes as New York has
been hit by a wave of antise-
mitic hate crimes since Hamas’
Oct. 7, 2023, attack on Israel
and the ongoing war in the
Gaza Strip.

The hate has spilled onto col-
lege campuses, where some
Jewish students have been left
in fear due to anti-Israel pro-
tests and antisemitic incidents
— including at Cooper Union
and at Columbia University,
where vandals occupied an ac-
ademic building.

Many of the masked protest-
ers escaped prosecution, and a
campaign is now underway to

350 / agree with
0 the
statement “New York is
no longer a safe haven
for Jewish life and the

Jewish people.”

0/ saythey
44 /II have felt
unsafe as a Jewish NY
resident.

0/ said

86 /ll antisemitism
is a serious problem in
NY today. (Of which
51% said “very
serious.”)

said they
5lolll don’t think
NY colleges and
universities will do
enough to make sure
Jewish students feel
safe or welcome on
campus.

urge Gov. Hochul and the Leg-
islature to restore a mask ban
at public protests to prevent
harassers and bigots from hid-
ing their identify.

Fifty-one percent of those
surveyed said they don’t be-
lieve New York’s college cam-
puses will do enough to make
Jewish students feel safe in the
upcoming fall semester, while
42% said they did.

Eighty-six percent of respon-
dents said they believe that an-
tisemitism is a serious prob-
lem, and 56% have witnessed
anti-Jewish hatred on so-
cial media and online forums
— including 72% of those un-
der the age of 30.

Antisemitic hate crimes are
up 45% in 2024, according to
NYPD data obtained by The
Post in April. The poll has a
margin of error of 2.8 percent-
age points.

ITH the 2024 elec-
tion almost upon us,
Donald Trump is
gaining a new cohort
of voters: Jewish
Americans who feel abandoned
by the left.

According to exit polls, 77% of
Jewish voters went for Joe Biden
in 2020. But a recent poll from the
Jewish Electoral Institute found
the president has lost 10 points on
his lead against his rival.

But some lifelong Jewish Dem-
ocrats feel an explosion of left-
wing antisemitism has pushed
them to register as Republicans
— and vote for Trump:

Melissa Chapman: ‘I’ve
been kicked out of left-wing
spaces’

Chapman always considered
herself a bleeding-heart liberal
— but she left the Democratic
Party after she claims it “be-
trayed” Jewish people.

Chapman, a mom of two, runs a
blog where she champions pro-
gressive causes, from LGBT
rights and animal rights to Black
History Month. However, after
the Hamas attacks which killed
1,200 and took another 250 hos-
tage, prompting Israel’s military
to respond in Gaza, she found
herself castigated online in the
progressive social-media commu-
nities she’d long been a part of.

“Even on my vegan Facebook
communities, all the recipes be-
came about freeing Palestine,
somehow,” she said. “If you dis-
sented in any way, you either got
bullied, shamed or just kicked
out of the group.

“I was literally abandoned by
every single community that I
poured my heart into.

“I was told to go back to Po-
land,” she recalled. “One person
told me they hope that I burn in
the ovens. If you support Israel,
you're immediately considered
someone who’s supporting gen-
ocide, which is not, by defini-
tion, even true — but it doesn’t
matter because buzzwords are
taking over like wildfire.”

The experience of being
squeezed out of progressive spa-
ces caused Chapman to re-regis-
ter as a Republican.

“It’s a horrible time to support
Israel and be a Democrat, and I
just don’t think there’s any space

Danny Cohen

Melissa Chapman

for us anymore,” she said. “As a
Jew, you have to disown Israel in
order to be accepted into the
Democratic community.”

The post-Oct. 7 reaction has
caused Chapman to think often
of her late father, who was a
Holocaust survivor: “If he were
alive today, I don’t know what he
would say. I don’t know, but
would he say this is like what
happened in Germany before
Hitler took over?”

Danny Cohen: ‘The Demo-
cratic Party has a cancer’

After alifetime as a Democrat,
Cohen decided his party now
“has a cancer” in the form of an-
tisemitism.

“There’s been a hijacking of
the Democratic Party,” Cohen,
56 of Brooklyn, told The Post.
“Right now the Democratic
Party has a cancer. It seems like
all the antisemitism is just com-
ing out of the woodwork.”

In the wake of Oct. 7, Cohen
changed his party registration to
Republican.

“The response from the left re-
ally shook me to my core,” said
Cohen, who was raised in a Syrian
Jewish community in Brooklyn,

“I can’t be part of that party
anymore. I don’t want to have
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FULL CIRCLE: Sarah Sarkin was for “anybody but
Trump”in 2016 (inset), but the formerly “Democrat as can
be” Syracuse mom tells The Post she’s now backing the
former president because of his commitment to Israel.
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anything to do with these peo-
ple. It’s a corrupt party now. It’s
a hijacked party. This is not the
party that I grew up with.”

“I'm not saying that there isn’t
any hate in the Republican Party
— we have the KKK, the Proud
Boys, Charlottesville — but they
can’t even hold a candle to the
scale of what’s going on on the
other side.”

Accordingly, Cohen is plan-
ning to vote Republican for the
first time.

“I'm passionate. I'm excited
about it, actually,” he said. “It’s a
fight against Jew hatred, and so
now I'm excited about voting for
Trump.”

Cohen, who is gay, has also
gotten pushback from his com-

munity: “A lot of my friends ask
me, ‘What about gay rights?” And
I'm like, look, I have my gay stuff
going on, but I'm a Jew first.”

Sarah Sarkin: ‘Being a lib-
eral was a huge part of my
identity’

Sarkin once took to the streets
to protest Trump’s election in
2016, waving an ‘Anybody but
Trump” poster. Now she’s voting
for him in 2024.

“Being a mother and watching
everything that happened in Oc-
tober made me make the
switch,” Sarkin, who is raising
her infant son in Syracuse, said.

“Those images are still seared
and tattooed into my memory,
and it was just horrifying to see

some of the reactions on the
left.”

Although she considered her-
self “as Democrat as can be” un-
til recently, Sarkin, 31, re-regis-
tered as a Republican.

“It was a lot of silence on the
left, and that really speaks so
loudly to how a party that I once
thought was for equality and for
protecting us is really not for
equal rights,” Sarkin told The
Post.

As November nears, Sarkin
plans to cast her ballot for
Trump because she believes his
commitment to Israel is more
resounding.

“At least for me, I need someone
who’s a fighter and who knows
where they stand,” she said.

t's deputy flips

EMPIRE
ON RED
ALERT

By VICTOR NAVA

New York will be “a battle-
ground” in the 2024 election, a
top Manhattan Democrat warned

June — before Biden’s disastrous
CNN debate against former Pres-
ident Donald Trump, 78 — found
the 8l-year-old incumbent with
only a single-digit lead over

Wednesday — as Lt.
Gov. Antonio Delgado
broke with the governor
in calling for President
Biden to drop his re-
election bid.

The shock move by
Delgado (inset) —
which one Democratic
insider called “just

Trump in New York.
Biden’s 8-point advan-
tage (47% to 39%) is a
far cry from his re-
sounding 23-point mar-
gin of victory in New
York four years ago.
Similarly, an Emerson
College poll released in
May found Trump only

weird” — marked an ex-
tremely rare public schism be-
tween Gov. Hochul and her No. 2.

Biden “can add to his legacy,
showing his strength and grace,
by ending his campaign and mak-
ing room for a new leader,” Del-
gado wrote in a statement re-
leased Wednesday afternoon.

“I believe we should move for-
ward with a nominee capable of
re-invigorating and re-energizing
Americans who are determined
to protect our democracy, and
who want to do so with a candi-
date they believe can win.”

Hochul has been a steadfast
cheerleader for Biden, stumping
for the president and lauding him
at events in the weeks since a dis-
astrous debate performance has
sparked an intra-party panic.

Manhattan Borough President
Mark Levine, meanwhile, said
Biden’s plummeting poll numbers
show the deep-blue state could
be up for grabs this year.

“We’re still acting like this is a
one-party state, which for pretty
much 20, 25 years it has been,” he
told Politico. “I truly believe
we’re a battleground state now.”

A Siena College poll released in

trailing Biden by 6
points in the Empire State and
winning over independent voters
by a 10-point margin, 43% to 33%.

Down-ballot burden

Levine warned that Biden’s
waning popularity in New York
could be devastating for down-
ballot Democratic House candi-
dates in the state’s swing districts.

“The implications for control of
Congress are real enough that I
think this needs more national at-
tention,” he said.

Rep. Pat Ryan (D-NY) on
Wednesday became the eighth
House Democrat to call for Biden
to end his re-election bid, arguing
that the commander in chief “is
no longer the best candidate to
defeat Trump.”

Trump, the presumptive Re-
publican nominee for president,
held a string of campaign events
in the New York City area earlier
this year, including a rally in the
South Bronx that drew between
8,000 and 10,000 attendees. He
also held a massive Wildwood,
NJ, rally in May, which drew
about 100,000 people.
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NYPD’

‘fallen

brother

Cadet’s heat-linked death

By JOE MARINO,
LARRY CELONA,
AMANDA WOODS
and STEVE JANOSKI

An NYPD recruit died
Wednesday from a heat-related
medical episode at the depart-
ment’s Bronx shooting range —

lier today, just a few days before
he was set to graduate and join
his fellow Finest protecting New
York City,” he added.

“As we continue to grieve this
terrible loss, we will keep Edgar’s
family, friends, and fellow offi-
cers in our thoughts and
prayers.”

just a week before he
was set to graduate,

cops and sources
said.
Edgar Ordonez (in-

set), 33, died from
what seemed to be
heat exhaustion at
the Rodman’s Neck
firing range around
11:30 a.m. on a swel-
tering summer day in
the Big Apple, ac-
cording to the NYPD

PBA president Pat-
rick Hendry called
Ordonez a “beacon
of joy and positive
energy for his fellow
recruits.”

“He had the drive
and determination
necessary to become
a New York City po-
lice officer, and he
was just days away
from hitting the
streets and making a

and sources.

He was taken to Jacobi Medical
Center, where he was initially
listed in critical condition but
could not be saved.

His class was slated to graduate
on Monday, sources said.

Police Commissioner Edward
Caban posted a tribute on X.

“Our hearts are heavy as we
honor our fallen brother, Proba-
tionary Police Officer Edgar Or-
donez,” Caban said in the post.

“We tragically lost Edgar ear-

difference in protect-
ing our city,” Hendry said in a
statement.

Police sources told The Post
that city officials, the Bronx dis-
trict attorney and the state attor-
ney general should investigate
the officer’s death because cops
are forced to wear heat-trapping
helmets, long pants and heavy
boots no matter how hot it gets.

“It’s no surprise that incidents
like this can take place,” one
source said.

their new patrol cars won'’t.

nearly three decades.

New York’s Finest no longer will avow “Cour-
tesy, Professionalism, Respect” — or at least

A new slogan — “Fighting Crime, Protecting
The Public” — is emblazoned on the NYPD’s re-
vamped patrol cars (top), replacing the iconic
three-word motto (inset) that graced cruisers for

So far, decals featuring the new slogan have
been slapped on 125 new patrol cars at a cost
that’s $1,390 per vehicle more than the old adhe-
sives that promised cops will act courteously,
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Gops’ GPR
is flatlining

gan and why.

professionally and respectfully toward the public
— or nearly $174,000 total, police said.

“As new vehicles are purchased by the NYPD
they will be outfitted with the new decals before
they are delivered to the NYPD,” a Police Depart-
ment spokesperson said in a statement Wednesday.

The NYPD started using “Courtesy, Profession-
alism, Respect” on patrol cars in 1997 as part of a
push to repair relations between cops and com-
munities. Police didn’t answer The Post’s ques-
tions as to who made the decision to drop the slo-
Matt Troutman and Joe Marino

“The police officers are the
public,” the source continued.
“They are people. They don’t
have superpowers. When we’re
issuing heat warnings to the pub-
lic and having heat advisories,
opening cooling centers —
where is the relief for the police
officers?”

On Wednesday, lines of cops

stood in silent salute as their
fallen comrade’s body was
wheeled into an ambulance.

His weeping family looked on
in tearful shock.

In a separate, possibly heat-re-
lated incident Wednesday at Fort
Totten in Queens, an NYPD offi-
cer fainted and apparently struck
their head, according to sources.

That officer’s condition was
unclear and the NYPD did not
immediately have official infor-
mation on the episode.

There was a heat advisory in
effect in the city Wednesday,
with highs of 86 and a heat index
with humidity making it feel
closer to 100 outside.

Jjmarino@nypost.com
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WE ARE THE CHOMP-IANS: After The Post’s front-page story accusing him of
cheating, Nick Wehry (above with wife and Nathan's women'’s belt holder Miki Sudo)
had his July 4 Coney Island (inset) hot dog tally reduced to 46.75 from 51.75.

By ANEETA BHOLE
and CHRIS NESI

The brat thickens.

A competitive eater in Nat-
han’s Famous Hot Dog eating
competition has crumbled

under the weight of a cheat-
ing scandal and re-
quested his score be
revised to remove
the controversial
wieners, The
Post can re-
veal exclu-

sively.

Nick

Wehry,
husband of
women’s di-
vision cham-
pion and pink
mustard belt
holder Miki Sudo,
was accused of using
sleight-of-hand trickery
to beef up his tally at the

July 4 competition and

place himself among the

sport’s most elite competi-
tors.

“I am distressed over the
accusations of cheating
that have surfaced, and I re-

iterate that I did not cheat in
this event,” Wehry said, ac-
knowledging the contro-
versy but denying wrongdo-
ing.
“However, because I did
touch another eater’s plates
and because this gives the
appearance or possibility
of impropriety, I have
asked Major League Eat-
ing to adjust my score

down to a count of 46.75

hot dogs and buns. I'm

truly sorry for raising any

questions over the results

of the event.”
On competition day at
Coney Island, Wehry
devoured a respectable
46.75 dogs in the 10-
minutes allotted. But
his official score was
later increased to 51.75
on the official Major League

IN THE HOT DOGHOUSE

The Post that eating 50 hot
dogs is seen as a high-water
mark separating everyday
contenders from the top tier.
Although the allegedly in-
flated score did not improve
Wehry’s standings, it bumped
his score from 46.75 to 51.75,
placing him among the
sport’s creme de la créeme.

Munch ado on video

The sources claim Wehry
shifted empty plates around
on the competition table
after time was up in order to
place more on his stack.
Judges count five hot dogs
per plate when conducting
their official tally, so the ad-
dition of a single extra plate
would be enough to bump up
his score into the elite tier.

Videos posted to an online
forum dedicated to competi-
tive eating provided a series

In an unprecedented move
Wednesday, Wehry’s official
score was scaled down to
46.75 on the Major League
Eating site, the same tally re-
corded on the day of the con-
test by ESPN and The Post.

On Tuesday, Major League
Eating told The Post that it’s
“not our policy to overturn
judges’ decisions after the final
results have been recorded.”

However on Wednesday,
the organization acknowl-
edged it had adjusted the
score at Wehry’s behest.

“Wehry remains the 4th
place finisher of the hot dog
eating contest on July 4,
2024,” organizers said.

A source close to the com-
petition slammed the organi-
zation for its about-face.

“If this sets a precedent, it
could discourage people from
wanting to compete” the man
said. “Or ... it might encour-

Eating web tally.
A source closely involved
with the competition told

of time codes purporting to
show Wehry touching the
plates in a suspicious manner.

age them to try to cheat. I
think neither are good for
the sport.”

Fast-food joints cut jobs over min. wage

Wendy’s and Jersey
Mike’s franchise owners in
California have cut hours
and slashed jobs to offset
the spike in labor costs
caused by the state’s new
$20 minimum wage.

Lawrence Cheng, who op-

erates seven Wendy’s fran-
chises in Southern California
with his family, has not only
chopped hours but has also
stepped in to fill shifts at his
burger joints, he said.
“I'schedule one less person,
and then I come in for that

time that I didn’t schedule
and I work that hour,” Cheng
told the Associated Press.

At his Wendy’s in Fountain
Valley, located in Orange
County, he has reduced staff-
ing to seven workers for the
afternoon shifts, compared

with around a dozen before
the state raised the minimum
wage to $20 from $16.

Cheng has also limited
overtime pay but said he does
not plan to lay off any of his
250 employees.

Jonah Elkowitz with Wires

Alzheimer’s monitor app

Personalized prognoses
for people diagnosed with
Alzheimer’s disease soon
may be only a click away.

Researchers at Amster-
dam University Medical
Center in the Netherlands
developed a prototype app
based on their model that

forecasts an Alzheimer’s
patient’s projected mental
decline over five years.

The model is inspired by
details  gathered from
nearly 1,000 patients with
Alzheimer’s disease, which
is the most common type of
dementia. Reda Wigle
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INVASION

F-16s win

NATO nations
finally send 78
needed US jets

By CAITLIN DOORNBOS

WASHINGTON —
Ukrainian pilots will take
to the skies in American-
made F-16 fighter jets in
the coming weeks to deter
Russian airstrikes, the
leaders of the US, Den-
mark and the Netherlands
announced Wednesday.

Kyiv is set to receive 78
F-16s from a consortium of
NATO countries that got
President Biden’s permis-
sion last year to dispatch
the American-made air-
craft and train Ukrainian
pilots.

“The transfer process
for these F-16s is now un-
derway, and Ukraine will
be flying operational F-16s
this summer,” Biden,
Dutch Prime Minister
Dick Schoof and Danish
Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen said in a joint
statement.

Belgium’s aid

Denmark and the Neth-
erlands previously an-
nounced that they would
donate 42 of the 78 prom-
ised F-16s to Ukraine,
while Belgium is sending
another 30.

Norwegian Prime Minis-
ter Jonas Gahr Stere also
announced Wednesday
that Oslo would donate six
F-16s from its inventory.

While Biden approved
training Ukrainian pilots
on the aircraft and OK’d
other countries donating
the jets in May 2023, it has
taken more than a year to
deliver the systems to the
battlefield, partly due to
the amount of time it’s
taken to train the pilots,
US officials have said.

While US defense ex-
perts have told The Post

that Kyiv likely will not
use F-16s for “dogfighting”
with Russia jets, Yuriy
Sak, a former adviser to
Ukraine’s defense minis-
try, said their primary mis-
sion would be to deter
Moscow’s aerial assaults.

“The most important
function of those F-16s
will be its integration into
our air defense system,”
said Sak, now an adviser
to Kyiv’s minister of stra-

tegic industries, Olek-
sandr Kamyshin.
‘Flying air defense’

“Essentially, we look at
F-16s first and foremost as
a flying air defense system
that is capable of simply
decreasing the amount of
attacks — aerial attacks,
missiles, drones — that
Russia is carrying out on
Ukraine.”

Currently, Ukraine relies
on older aircraft, includ-
ing the Soviet-made
MiG29 and Russian Su-
khoi jets, to counter Mos-
cow’s capabilities. F-16s,
however, have newer tech-
nology and better target-
ing capabilities to track
and strike down other jets
in the air.

“At the moment, it’s a
free run for them, you
know?” he added. “They
just take off, launch these
bombs and go have a cup
of tea.”

Ukrainian President Vo-
lodomyr Zelensky has
pleaded since Russia be-
gan its invasion in Febru-
ary 2022 for NATO mem-
bers to donate F-16s to his
forces.

Biden had been hesitant
to sign off on sending the
jets, with the administra-
tion citing fears of “escalat-
ing tensions” with Russia.

ging

it to

yiv

Ukraine is on an “irreversible”
path to NATO membership after
Russia’s war on Europe’s largest
country brought Kyiv and the
security alliance closer than
ever, member nations said in the
2024 NATO Summit’s official
declaration.

“Ukraine’s future is in NATO.
Ukraine has become increas-
ingly interoperable and politi-
cally integrated with the alli-
ance,” the declaration said. “As
Ukraine continues this vital
work, we will continue to sup-
port it on its irreversible
path to full Euro-Atlantic
integration, including NATO
membership.”

The summit’s official state-
ment came out as UKrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky
visited congressional leaders on

SPEAKING UP: House
Speaker Mike Johnson (right)
gave his support to Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky
on Wednesday during his visit.

Alliesiat
summit:
Ukrainels
‘future!

withlus

Capitol Hill Wednesday.
Although Ukraine is not yet a
NATO member, Zelensky made
the trek to Washington for the
event, which has largely re-
volved around helping Kyiv win.

On lifting restrictions

After meeting with Zelensky,
House Speaker Mike Johnson
(R-La.) gave his support for the
country, pushing for the Biden
administration to lift its restric-
tions on where and when
Ukraine can fire American
weapons into Russia.

“I explained that the will of
Congress was to allow them the
flexibility to use the weapons
and assistance that were sent to
prosecute the war as they see
fit,” Johnson said. “So I'm a sup-

porter of that. I believe that’s
what Congress intended.”

Currently, Ukraine does not
have Biden’s blessing to fire
long-distance weapons such as
ATACMS — which have a range
of roughly 186 miles — deep
into Russian territory.

Biden only sent the highly ef-
fective ballistic missile system
this year, but it represented a
significant advancement in
Kyiv’s capabilities.

The international alliance
agreed at the summit that it
would continue to help bringing
Ukraine’s defense forces up to
NATO standards, as it has done
through training Ukraine’s for-
ces and donations of NATO-
grade military equipment, ac-
cording to the declaration.

Caitlin Doornbos

sebew| ARa9 BIA 44y




Alvaro Beamud Cortés for V Magazine

Iisiple
digit
heat

By ALEX MITCHELL

The James Webb Space Tele-
scope has detected what could be
distinct signs of life on a “poten-
tially habitable” world nearly
50 million light-years away.

Researchers from the universi-
ties of Michigan and Montreal an-
alyzed late 2023 data sent from the
high-powered JWST optical.

They flagged potential oceans
and air sources on the exoplanet
dubbed LHS 1140 b, situated
within the constellation Cetus in
our night sky.

Although the name isn’t so mov-
ing, its potential is.

“Of all currently known temper-
ate exoplanets, LHS 1140 b could
well be our best bet to one day in-

Telescope discovery
50M light-years away

directly confirm liquid water on
the surface of an alien world be-
yond our solar system,” said lead
author Charles Cadieux.

“This would be a major mile-
stone in the search for potentially
habitable exoplanets.”

NASA describes the planet as a
“rocky world,” 1.73 times the ra-
dius of Earth and 5.6 times its
mass. In terms of color, its outer

appearance evokes a cross be-
tween Mars and Jupiter.

Fellow researcher Ryan MacDo-
nald of NASA added that this “is
the first time we have ever seen a
hint of an atmosphere” on planets
outside our solar system — it
would take the Voyager probe
863,000 years to reach — with a
rocky or icy texture.

Actually, if water is there, it is

likely beneath dense and frozen
ground. The landscape is de-
scribed as closer to the ice planet
Hoth from the “Star Wars” uni-
verse.

MacDonald went on to say that
LHS 1140 b (inset) is “one of the
best small exoplanets” that can
support a thick atmosphere.

The new findings support a ma-
jor milestone in the search for
extraterrestrial life.

“We might just have found
evidence of air on this
world,” MacDonald said.

There are also sugges-
tions that the exoplanet’s
atmosphere may share sim-
ilar traits to our own, such
as the presence of nitrogen.

“Our initial reconnais-

‘HABITABLE’ PLANET

sance of LHS 1140 b with JWST
has revealed this to be perhaps the
best habitable zone exoplanet cur-
rently known for atmospheric
characterization,” added MacDo-
nald.
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Kin back Baldwin as ‘Rust’testimony begins

By PRISCILLA DeGREGORY
and STEVEN VAGO

SANTA FE, NM — Alec Baldwin
appeared stone-faced in court
Wednesday as jurors were shown
dramatic body-camera footage de-
picting first responders attempt-
ing to save cinematographer Hal-
yna Hutchins’ life after the actor
shot her by accident on set.

The footage came on the first
day of testimony for Baldwin’s in-
voluntary manslaughter trial. The
New York native, 66 — wearing a
dark suit, light purple shirt and
maroon tie — gave away little
emotion, occasionally taking
notes and at one point putting his
hand on his brow and bowing his
head slightly.

Emergency responders showed
up at Bonanza Creek Ranch on
Oct. 21, 2021, where Hutchins and
director Joel Souza had been shot
after Baldwin was mistakenly
handed a gun with a live .45-cali-
ber round during filming for the
Western film “Rust.”

The footage was taken from the
body-worn camera of Santa Fe po-
lice officer Nicholas LeFleur, who
walked the jurors through the
mayhem that unfolded in the af-
termath of the deadly shooting.

Hutchins and Souza could both
be seen on the ground inside a
small church where they’d been
filming, surrounded by medics,
first responders and medical
equipment.

“Halyna, deep breaths, deep
breaths,” one unidentified woman
could be hear repeating to Hutch-
ins during footage

In the background,
groaned in apparent pain.

a man

Officer on the stand

Earlier, prosecutors said Bald-
win “played make-believe with a
real gun” on the set of “Rust” —
and Hutchins died as a result.

Baldwin’s lawyer, meanwhile,
said he was merely an “actor act-
ing” and the people who handed
him a gun loaded with a live round
are the ones responsible for the
42-year-old mother’s death.

Baldwin arrived at court
Wednesday with wife Hilaria and
brother Stephen Baldwin for sup-
port. He did not answer questions
from a gaggle of reporters.

The “30 Rock” actor and father
of eight faces up to 18 months in
prison if convicted.

LeFleur — who was seen in the
video handing medical equipment
to someone tending to Hutchins
— testified that when he arrived
at the scene his main concern was
“priority of life” and he tried to
“make sure whoever needs help
gets help and that the threat is
stopped.”

LeFleur, who was a Santa Fe
County sheriff’s deputy at the

DRAMA: Brother Stephen and
wife Hilaria (inset) are in Santa
Fe, NM, on Wednesday for the
start of testimony in the invol-
untary-manslaughter trial of
Alec Baldwin for the 2021 fatal
shooting of a cinematogra-
pher on the “Rust” film set.

SUPPORTING
AGTOR ALEG

time of the “Rust” shooting, said
he called for a helicopter to lift
Hutchins out because an ambu-
lance could take roughly 20 min-
utes to get to a hospital. She later
died.

A moment in the footage
showed Baldwin smoking a ciga-
rette as he was asked to stay apart
from the other crew so that sher-

iff’s deputies could secure the
crime scene.

Baldwin lawyer Alex Spiro
asked LeFleur during cross-exam-
ination about Baldwin’s words to
him.

“When you got to the scene,
Mr. Baldwin walked up to you
and said, ‘I was holding the
gun,” ” Spiro said. “He blurted it

out, right?”
“Yes,” LeFleur answered.
“‘And in fact, he was very

shocked,” Spiro said, before he
started to ask whether it seemed
like Baldwin had carried out the
act accidentally.

“I don’t know the individual’s
intentions, but his demeanor was
sad, upset,” LeFleur said.

sobew| Aen

Prison for
Lev Tahor
cult bros

Three brothers who led a
Jewish fundamentalist cult
were sentenced to more
than a decade behind bars
for kidnapping two kids —
including a child bride —
then smuggling them into
Mexico, prosecutors said.

Yakov Weingarten, 34, and
Shmeil Weingarten, 28, were
sentenced to 14 years in
prison Tuesday by US Dis-
trict Judge Nelson Roman in
White Plains. Yoil Weingar-
ten, 36, was sentenced to 12
years, the feds said.

The brothers, leaders of
the extremist Lev Tahor
sect, were convicted in
March of masterminding a
scheme to kidnap the girl,
14 — to return her to her
adult “husband” — and the
girl’s brother, 12.

The Weingartens had
snatched the children from
their upstate New York
home in 2018 after their
mother fled Lev Tahor, a
group of zealots who prac-
tice stomach-churning hab-
its like child marriages,
underage sex and family
separations, US Attorney
Damian Williams said on
Wednesday.

The brothers — who live
in Guatemala — used vari-
ous disguises, aliases, drop
phones, fake travel docu-
ments and encrypted apps
to pull off the 3 a.m. kidnap-
ping, the feds said.

Steve Janoski

Ex-NBAer
'fess to fix

The ex-NBA  player
banned for life over sports
betting admitted Wednes-
day to tipping off gamblers
on games he’d rig — earning
them $1 million — in a bid
to clear his gambling debt.

Former Toronto Raptors
forward Jontay Porter, 24,
pleaded guilty to conspiracy
to commit wire fraud and
will owe about $456,000 in
fines and restitution.

“I know what I did was
wrong and unlawful, and
I'm deeply sorry for my
conduct,” Porter  told
Brooklyn federal Judge
James R. Cho.

He likely faces 41 to 51
months in prison at his Dec.
18 sentencing.Kyle Schnitzer




OU know that Joe Biden is
beyond salvation by the in-
fantilizing language used by
the people around him.

“Big Boy press conference” is
how White House press secretar-
ies John Kirby and Karine Jean-
Pierre have repeatedly described
the president’s rendezvous with
the restive media Thursday.

It’s hard to think of a phrase
more condescending than “Big
Boy” when referring to the 8l-
year-old commander in chief.

Despite their lies and coverup of
Biden’s cognitive decline, those
who know the president best are
inadvertently signaling to us what
bad shape he is in. They use the
same language and tone of voice
that carers use with elderly de-
mentia patients.

It was a similar vibe when Jill
Biden grabbed a microphone at
the post-debate party and patron-
ized her husband as if he were a
potty-training toddler.

“Joe! You did such a good job!”
she gushed at him in a loud sing
song voice. “You answered every
question!”

Former House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi adopted the same infanti-
lizing language Wednesday when
she appeared on MSNBC’s
“Morning Joe” to extravagantly
praise the president for his “spec-
tacular” performance at the
NATO summit, knowing he would
be watching his favorite TV show.

“I'm very proud of the presi-
dent,” she said.

Really? He read a short speech
off a teleprompter.

It’s all ‘elderspeak’

It’s an insulting, demoralizing
way to speak to an adult, but baby
talk is an automatic human re-
sponse when confronted by an eld-
erly person in cognitive decline.

I worked in a nursing home one
summer, and it was instinctive to
treat the residents with dementia
like babies, switching to simplistic
vocabulary, speaking slowly or at
a higher pitch.

You were helping them with ba-
sic functions, like showering, toi-
leting and feeding, and it felt kin-
der to speak patiently as if they
were children.

The babying tone creeps into
your voice without you realizing.
It’s well-meaning but it also
serves as a psychological distanc-
ing mechanism to help a carer
deal with baffling and confronting
behavior.

Dementia researchers call it
“elderspeak” and some now re-
gard it as abusive, because it is be-
littling and diminishes an older
person’s self-confidence.

mdevine@nypost.com

Miranda Devine

like he’s a toddler.

BIG GUY TO ‘BIG BOY’:
President Biden’s cognitive
decline is so pronounced
that the first lady and the
rest of his team speak of his
every minor achievement

Bidenisin

babylinichiel

It has to be humiliating for the
president to be patronized by his
wife and staff in public, even if he
is only dimly aware of it.

But now they can no longer
deny their badly kept secret, all
that Democrats seem to care
about is that they might lose the
November election. They don’t
seem to care about the danger
they have placed the country in
with a gaga president in control of
the nuclear codes who admits he’s
no good after 8pm.

As they issue carefully coded
statements to the media, while
kvetching behind closed doors
about the selfish old man who re-
fuses to bow out gracefully, Dem-
ocrats look like a rabble of incom-
petent fraudsters who have come

to the end of the dead-end road
where duplicity inevitably leads.

Clooney’s disgrace

Hollywood big shot George
Clooney disgraced himself with
an op-ed in The New York Times
Wednesday admitting belatedly
what the White House denied,
that Biden was non compos men-
tis at the star-studded fundraiser
he hosted in LA last month.

“It’s devastating to say it, but the
Joe Biden I was with three weeks
ago at the fund-raiser was ... the
same man we all witnessed at the
debate.”

What a coward. Clooney was
happy to saddle America with a
cognitively impaired president for

another four years as long as no-
body found out.

Old Obama hands now are re-
duced to issuing veiled threats to
Joe on social media: Hey Joe, step
down or we’ll tell America what
you’re really like.

“Joe Biden can leave office as
one of the greatest presidents in
our lifetimes,” tweeted former
Obama speechwriter Jon Lovett,
“or he can leave [as] a stubborn
old man who allowed hubris and
insecurity to destroy his legacy.”

The old man hanging on to
power was the “arrogant and
small Joe Biden ... bragging, de-
fensive, angry, weak,” Lovett
wrote, in a taste of the character
assassination in store if the presi-
dent didn’t do what he was told.

sefbew| A8 ein 44y

“The blowhard with a chip on his
shoulder, stubborn, something to
prove, his fellow senators rolling
their eyes as the finger wags
harder, and the stories get longer.”

MSNBC’s Chuck Todd also
changed his tune, claiming in a
podcast Wednesday that Biden’s
refusal to withdraw from the
presidential race has made him
“rethink a lot of the Biden biogra-
phy. Istill can’t believe he ran for
president in the first place, given
that his family was in crisis in
2018 ... I think the entire narra-
tive on Joe Biden is gonna
change, in that everything’s al-
ways been about his ambition and
his ambition comes first.”

No kidding. Too bad for the
former sycophants, but the Amer-
ican people have already wised up
to who Biden is and always has
been. The “empathetic, decent”
Uncle Joe from Scranton was a
fake, and the Obama people and
media handmaidens always knew
it. They just leveraged Biden’s
personal mythology to fool voters
and deny Donald Trump a second
term, but now their lies have
come home to roost.

For Republicans it’s popcorn
time.

“What I'm worried about, Mi-
randa, is whether I can die from
an overdose of schadenfreude,”
one confided this week.

Eyes on November

Tempting as it is to revel in the
Democrats getting a taste of their
own medicine, there’s no guaran-
tee of victory in November.

For one thing, Democrats are
hellbent on cheating. We know
this because they aggressively op-
posed a Republican bill that re-
quires proof of citizenship to vote
in federal elections. There was
only one reason to oppose the
Save Act, and that is that Dems
want illegal aliens to vote in No-
vember, or at least register to vote
so their ballots can be utilized.

The bill passed the House
Wednesday afternoon 221-198,
with all but five Democrats voting
against it.

“Over the past four years, Joe
Biden has welcomed millions
upon millions of illegals into the
country,” said House speaker
Mike Johnson.

“We have long known this was
an intentional effort to turn them
into voters ... House Democrats
have now proven they believe that
illegal aliens should vote in Amer-
ican elections.”

The White House has an-
nounced that Biden will veto the
bill. There’s no hiding their
wicked plan.
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Super pact: Dems to marry
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European union

EVEN Bill Belichick is a
Swiftie?! The ex-NFL coach was at
Taylor Swift’'s Amsterdam gig
alongside the singer’s boyfriend,
Travis Kelce, and his teammate
Patrick Mahomes. On the Bar-
stool Sports podcast “Fore Play,”
host Sam Riggs Bozoian shared
of his night with the longtime
New England Patriots head:
“Coach Belichick had hit up Travis
Kelce, he was over there. .. At one
point, we’re just in this box at the
Taylor Swift show” along with
Mahomes. “They had a great in-
teraction with Belichick,” he said
of the Kansas City Chiefs. “It was
right when they walked in, they
were like, ‘Hey coach!” and they
were like, dapping up. Just a bunch
of football guys shooting the s--t.”

‘Lotus’ blossoms

“WHITE Lotus” star Alexandra
Daddario is pregnant with her
first child. The actress, 38, debuted
her baby bump while speaking to
Vogue about her “long” journey to
motherhood, telling the mag, “I'm
pregnant and it’s all successful and
everything’s healthy” But that
didn’t come easy. “I had been preg-
nant,” said Daddario (above), who’s
entering her third trimester. “It’s
long and complicated, so I don’t
want to be too specific. Those
kinds of losses and trauma are very
hard to explain unless you've been
through them.” She married pro-
ducer Andrew Form in 2022.

HUMA Abedin and Alex Soros are en-
gaged, Page Six has exclusively learned.

Sources tell us Soros popped the question
six weeks ago, and the couple were spotted re-
cently celebrating the happy news in Italy.

“The best way I can describe the relation-
ship is effortless,” a friend of Abedin’s for over
15 years tells Page Six. “After a lot of tumultu-
ous years for Huma, she’s relaxed and happy
and in love.”

The former deputy chief of staff to Hillary
Clinton and the son of billionaire donor Ge-
orge Soros were first linked earlier this year
when the duo posted a cozy pic from a Paris
restaurant for Valentine’s Day.

The pair were next spotted at the Met Gala
in May, where Abedin, 48, wore a green gown
with butterfly appliqués designed by Erdem.
Soros, 38, went with a gray tux and added a
gold bug pin to his bow. He cheekily captioned
a shot from the gala, “A little buggy out” — re-
ferring to their matching insect accoutrements
for the glam event, where the theme was “The
Garden of Time.”

One ex-Clinton aide previously told Page Six
of the pair, “It’s a classic Clinton World couple.
Alex is the perfect match for Huma.”

Abedin has long been considered a “second
daughter” to Hillary, and Alex’s dad — who
made his money in hedge funds and is worth

$6.7 billion, according to Forbes — was one of
the Top 10 donors to Hillary’s presidential run
in 2016, contributing more than $9.5 million.

After Page Six posted the engagement news,
Soros and Abedin released a pic of the pro-
posal on Instagram (below).

We hear the engaged couple — who met
through a mutual friend — have been travel-
ing, and sources told us that Abedin was ap-
pearing in the Balkans for a talk.

Abedin’s ex, disgraced politician Anthony
Weiner, tells Page Six he’s “thrilled” for
Abedin.

Weiner and Abedin share a son. They were
married from 2010 to 2017.

Another

political merger:
Huma Abedin and
Alex Soros got engaged
six weeks ago while trav-
eling, Page Six has learned.
Abedin was spotted back
in NYG with the rock on
her hand as she headed
to dinner with Anna

Wintour.

Was Abe the original log cabin Republican?

Altar-native facts

OLIVIA Munn and John Mu-
laney are married. The “X-Men:
Apocalypse” beauty, 44, and the
stand-up comedian, 41, secretly
tied the knot over the weekend at
a friend’s home in New York state,
People reported. The only guests
were a witness and the couple’s
2-year-old son, Malcolm. Mu-
laney prematurely sparked ru-
mors he and Munn had wed when
he posted a photo of himself on
Father’s Day wearing a silver
band on his ring finger — but he
quickly deleted the pic. Reps did
not get back to us. In March,
Munn shared she had been diag-
nosed with cancer and had a mas-
tectomy and a hysterectomy. She
and Mulaney have been together
since 2021, when he split from his
first wife, Anna Marie Tendler.

Bonnie & abide

DESPITE Hollywood legend
Faye Dunaway’s iconic reputa-
tion for diva behavior, staff at one
of NYC’s chicest restaurants
were still falling all over them-
selves to meet the star. The “Net-
work” Oscar winner (above) had
dinner this week with photogra-
pher Steven Klein, celeb fitness
instructor Isaac Boots and inte-
rior designer Nicole Fuller at
Polo Bar. A source tells us: “One
of the maitre d’s did a double

welbe1su|/soios x|y

FOUR score and seven dudes ago! We hear tell
that a new documentary on Abraham Lincoln posits
that the 16th president was gay. Promo copy for the
new project, “Lover of Men: The Untold History of
Abraham Lincoln,” reads: “As told by preeminent
Lincoln scholars and never before seen photographs
and letters, the film details Lincoln’s romantic rela-
tionships with men.” The movie delves “into the his-
tory of human sexual fluidity and focuses on the
profound differences between sexual mores of the
19th century and those we hold today. The film fills

shift just so they could meet
Faye. Everyone was so
gracious to her” The
“Bonnie and Clyde”
star, 83, has been busy
promoting her doc
“Faye,” which debuted
at Cannes and chalks
up her past peccadilloes
to manic depression, bi-
polar disorder and alcohol.

in an important missing piece of American his-
tory and challenges the audience to con-
sider why we hold such a limited view of
human sexuality.” Directed by Shaun Pe-
terson, the film explores Lincoln’s deep
ties with daring, dashing guys and in-
cludes interviews with historians from
Harvard, Columbia, Brown, Wellesley and
Rutgers. One expert sums it up: “Lincoln
probably slept in the same bed with more
men than he did with women.”

Follow

us on x
@Page
Six




TRUE LUXURY IS IN THE DETAILS

NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION

SOUTH FLAGLER
HOUSE

Conceived by globally renowned Robert A.M. Stern Architects, these ultra-luxury waterfront condominiums
in West Palm Beach offer stately design and gracious scale, enriched by artful details and elegant interiors.

See how South Flagler House is redefining true luxury for South Florida living.

TWO- TO FIVE-BEDROOM LUXURY CONDOMINIUMS PRESENTED BY RELATED COMPANIES
PRICED FROM $5.74 MILLION TO $72.5 MILLION

SALES GALLERY OPEN - 221 ROYAL POINCIANA WAY, SUITE 1, PALM BEACH, FLORIDA * SOUTHFLAGLERHOUSE.COM - 561.210.8910

ERELATED

Exclusive sales by Suzanne Frisbie of The Corcoran Group with Corcoran Sunshine Marketing Group.

WE ARE PLEDGED TO THE LETTER AND SPIRIT OF THE U.S. POLICY FOR ACHIEVEMENT OF EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY THROUGHOUT THE NATION. WE ENCOURAGE AND SUPPORT AN AFFIRMATIVE ADVERTISING AND MARKETING PROGRAM IN WHICH THERE ARE NO BARRIERS TO OBTAINING HOUSING BECAUSE OF

RACE, COLOR, RELIGION, SEX, HANDICAP, FAMILIAL STATUS OR NATIONAL ORIGIN. This is not an offer to sell, or solicitation of offers to buy, the condominium units in jurisdictions where such offer or solicitation cannot be made or are otherwise prohibited by law, and your eligibility for purchase will depend upon your state of

residency. This offering is made only by the offering documents for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the offering documents. The features, amenities, designs, design professionals, finishes and specifications are proposed only, and the Developer reserves the right to modify, substitute,

revise or withdraw any or all of same in its sole discretion and without prior notice. This Condominium is being developed by SFH Owner LLC (“Developer”). Any and all statements, disclosures and/or representations shall be deemed made by Developer and not Related Companies or any principal of the Related Companies

and any purchaser agrees to look solely to Developer (and not to Related Companies and/or any of its affiliates or principals) with respect to any and all matters relating to the marketing and/or development of the Condominium and with respect to the sales of units in the Condominium. The complete offering terms

@ are available from the Sponsor, SFH Owner LLC, 360 South Rosemary Avenue, Suite 800, West Palm Beach, Florida 33401; File No. CP23-0115; South Flagler House Condominium, 1355 South Flagler Drive, West Palm Beach, Florida 33401. ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING
% THE REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS, MAKE REFERENCE TO THIS BROCHURE AND TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE.
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TARTING in the 1990s, at

the end of the Cold War, cli-

mate change became a fixa-

tion for rich-country politi-
cians and elites.

There was relative peace and
trust across the world, broad eco-
nomic growth and swift progress
being made against poverty. In the
capitals of Europe in particular, it
felt like most of the planet’s big
problems were fixed, so climate
change was the final frontier.

These proponents of climate ac-
tion advocated with relish the goal
of ending reliance on the very fos-
sil fuels that had powered two
centuries of astonishing growth.

Sure, this would cost hundreds
of trillions of dollars, but there
would always be more growth.

‘What a naive, narrow-minded
world view. Time has not been
kind to the foolish idea that cli-
mate change was humanity’s sole
remaining problem — or that the
planet would unite to solve it.

Geopolitics and economics
mean a rapid global transition
from fossil fuels is impossible.

As has long been clear for many,
the majority of the world never
shared this myopic focus on cli-
mate change. Despite immense
progress, in some countries life
remains a battle against poverty,
hunger and disease.

Jobs and growth

In many more countries, includ-
ing India, the top priority is to cre-
ate more jobs and life-changing
growth and development. Outside
the most advanced economies, cli-
mate change has understandably
always been a relatively low voter
priority.

Leaders from Europe and the
United States talk up “net zero” as
though it has global support. But
this unity is quickly revealed as a
mirage. For one thing, the desta-
bilizing axis of Russia, Iran and
North Korea are not about to sup-
port western efforts to solve cli-
mate change.

Indeed, according to McKinsey,
achieving the net-zero target
would require Russian climate
policies costing $273 billion every
year — around three times what
Russia spent on its military last
year. That won’t happen.

The geopolitical challenges run
even deeper. China’s growth has
relied on burning ever more coal.
It is the world’s preeminent green-
house gas emitter, with the largest
increase of any nation last year.

Renewable energy made 40% of
China’s primary energy in 1971, re-
ducing to 7% by 2011 as it ramped
up coal use. Since then, renewa-
bles have inched up to 10%. Strong
climate action could cost China
nearly a trillion dollars annually,
hurting its journey toward becom-

imatelpoli
isitorithelric

DIFFERENT
GREEN:
Agendas of
Russia, led by
Viadimir
Putin (right)

and China,
led by Xi
Jinping (left),
focus on
wealth, not
fixing climate
change.

Restiofiwerldiwants

ing a rich nation.

The reality is that most of the
world will continue to focus on
becoming richer, often with fossil
fuels. Russia and its ilk will ignore
the fixation on climate change al-
together.

And China will make money
from selling the West solar panels
and electric cars, while only mod-
estly curbing its own emissions.

Driving a wedge

As rich countries irresponsibly
attempt to export the cost of cli-
mate policy to poor countries
through carbon adjustment taxes,
they will drive a further wedge
into an already fractured world.

Meanwhile, despite all the hype,
wealthy countries have ever less
money left for the climate fight.
Annual growth per person among
rich countries declined from 4%
in the 1960s to 2% in the 1990s. It
now hovers just above 1%.

Many of these countries face
pressure to spend more on de-
fense, health care and infrastruc-
ture, as geopolitical pressures and
changing demographics make
their pathway to stability and
growth far less certain.

Yet across Europe and North
America, single-minded zealots

who were born of a world of rela-
tive calm of the 1990s continue to
push for deindustrialization and
immiseration to tackle climate
change — including for the
world’s emerging economies.

This attempt is doomed to fail-
ure, not least because carbon re-
ductions need to be sustained
across decades and through shift-
ing majorities.

The economics of strong cli-
mate action was always deficient
— and today this is blatantly
obvious.

More politicians are realizing
what former UK energy and net-
zero secretary Claire Coutinho ac-
knowledged: “You cannot heap
costs onto struggling families to
meet climate targets.”

Already in Europe, voters are
turning on politicians who have
argued for less growth and pros-
perity in the name of climate
change. Strong climate policies
that could cost each American
more than $10,000 a year are
doomed.

These policies will make it more
likely that voters turn to populist,
nationalist leaders that will en-
tirely abandon expensive net zero
targets. Then, climate policy will
be in tatters.

The world needs a better way

forward. The best solution is not
to push people to be worse off by
forcing a premature transition
from fossil fuels to inadequate
green alternatives. Instead, we
should ramp up investments in
green innovation, eventually driv-
ing down the cost of clean energy
to be cheaper than fossil fuels.
This is much cheaper and will al-
low everyone, including India and
other emerging economies, to
want to make the shift.

Green innovation

Rich countries need to wake up
and stop hemorrhaging trillions in
self-inflicted climate policies that
will be followed by few, laughed at
by many, and will mainly make
China rich.

Spending a small fraction of the
climate trillions on green innova-
tion would fix climate change.
This will allow us to focus the rest
of our resources on education, de-
fense, health care and the many
other, important challenges in the
21st century.

Bjorn Lomborg is president of the
Copenhagen Consensus, visiting
fellow at Stanford University’s
Hoover Institution, and author of
“False Alarm” and “Best Things
First.”
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Escort
stab rap

vs. daddy

A 22-year-old escort and
her pal were charged with
killing her “sugar daddy”
and cutting off his thumb —
which she used to buy
booze and drugs, according
to court records.

Tiffany Taylor Gray, who
witnesses said was “in-
volved in prostitution,” is
accused of luring 53-year-
old Fasil Teklemariam to his
Washington, DC, apartment
on April 1, where he was
struck in the head and
stabbed multiple times, ac-
cording to a police affidavit
reviewed by The Post.

A witness told police they
saw Taylor “utilize the de-
cedent’s thumb to obtain
money from the decedent’s
account,” the affidavit said.
“Witness 5 also stated that
‘Taylor’ paid for Uber,
bought weed and alcohol
with use of the decedent’s
thumb.”

Gray and alleged cohort
Audrey Miller, 19, are facing
murder charges in the case.

The witness identified the
dead man as Gray’s “sugar
daddy,” the document said.

Security camera photos
released by DC Metro Po-
lice show Teklemariam en-
tering his apartment with
Miller on April 1. He left
briefly and returned, and
was not seen alive again.

Miller and Gray are
charged with first-degree
murder. Jorge Fitz-Gibbon

Gun slay at
Texas Sonic

A “caring” Sonic worker
was gunned down in Texas,
allegedly after an argument
with two female customers
at the store’s drive-thru
Sunday, just days before his
34th birthday, according to
reports.

Daniel Shrewsbury was
working at the San Antonio
fast-food location when he
confronted the customers
at around 9:30 p.m., accord-
ing to KSAT. The slain
man’s family told the sta-
tion the dispute might have
been over an effort to use
counterfeit money.

One of the women is be-
lieved to have shot Shrews-
bury, who died inside the
restaurant. Richard Pollina




This 150-million-year-old
fossil of a stegosaurus is
expected to set auction
records next week, selling
for between $4 million and
$6 million. Sotheby’s,
where it’s on display
(right), expects the 11-foot-
tall, 27-foot-wide skeleton,
dubbed Apex, to be one of
the most expensive fossils
ever sold.

$2B guy gets
lucky again

Edwin Castro, the $2 billion
Powerball jackpot winner, took a
walk of no shame Wednesday
morning when was spotted get-
ting flirty with a new gal pal after
apparently sharing a night on the
town in Los Angeles.

Castro, 31, was seen with 20-
something Instagram model and
freelance writer Payten Vincent,
and both were wearing the
same outfits they
wore the night before
for a date at hot
celeb hangout
Nobu.

The couple was
spotted back at
Nobu in the morning
in Castro’s Porsche,
where they slipped the
valet a tip so they could
leave Vincent’s car there
before heading off for
breakfast in Malibu.

Vincent sported a stylish
off-the-shoulder black top and
matching pants with white
high heels, while Castro
stepped out in flip-flops, sweat-
pants and a T-shirt. Alex Oliveira
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BURNING & SEETHING

NJ man sues for ‘hot

coffee sp

By NATALIE
O'NEILL

An eld-
erly New
Jersey man
is taking
Dunkin’ to
court over a
cup of hot cof-
fee that he says
spilled on his
lap and gave
him second-
degree burns —
echoing a high-
profile McDo-
nald’s case from
the 1990s.

lll injuries’

Cosimo Nistico, 74, of Toms
River, said the lid on his black cof-
fee popped off when a worker
handed it to him at a drive-
through window on April 27, caus-
ing burns to his inner left thigh,
according to the lawsuit.

‘Skin was coming off’

“I was scared as hell,” he told
The Post. “I went to wipe my leg
and my skin was coming off.

“It almost burned my private
parts,” he added. “Not one person
came out to help me. It was BS.”

Nistico rushed to a hospital,
where he was treated for “seri-
ous and severe injuries” that

caused him “great pain and suf-
fering,” says the lawsuit, filed in
New Jersey Superior Court on
June 6.

His injuries are similar to those
of 79-year old Stella Liebeck, who
in 1994 sparked a media frenzy
when she sued McDonald’s over a
coffee burn and won big bucks.

The New Mexico woman suf-
fered third-degree burns over
16% of her body, including her
inner thighs and genitals, said
the American Museum of Tort
Law.

A jury awarded her $160,000 in
compensatory damages and ini-
tially ordered McDonald’s to pay
her $2.7 million in punitive dama-
ges. But the trial judge ultimately
reduced that to $480,000.

McDonald’s had printed warn-
ings on coffee cups, but her law-
yer said they should say how hot
the beverages were — between
180 and 190 degrees.

Dunkin’ “should have had a big-
ger warning label because it’s very
hot,” Nistico said. “Steam was

sabew| A3y ein 44y

coming out of my [car] seat.
That’s how hot it was.”

“They should figure out why
this lid is popping off,” he said. “I
don’t want it to happen again to
someone else.”

Prior hot cider suit

Nistico said his burn wound has
healed, but he was in pain for
weeks.

“I was scared to open up the
bandage — it was ugly,” he said.
“Every night I had to sleep with a
pillow between my legs.”

In 2014, New Jersey resident Jen-
nifer Fragoso sued Dunkin’ for
burns she said were caused by hot
apple cider — and won $2.4 million.

A spokeswoman for the firm
said at the time that Dunkin’ hot
drink cups display a warning that
reads, “CAUTION: THIS BEVER-
AGE IS EXTREMELY HOT,” ac-
cording to ABC News.

Dunkin’ didn’t immediately re-
turn The Post’s request for com-
ment Wednesday.
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of dengue
in Jersey

Dozens of New Jersey resi-
dents have been sickened
with dengue fever as the
Centers for Disease Control
and DPrevention (CDC)
warned of a record-breaking
number of cases in the
Americas this summer.

At least 41 Garden Staters
have come down with the
potentially deadly mosquito-
borne virus, according to the
health agency.

All of those infected had
recently traveled, but the
CDC did not specify where.
There has been no known
person-to-person transmis-
sion locally in the state.

Cases of local transmission
have been “limited” to “small
outbreaks” in geographic re-
gions like Texas, Florida and
Hawaii, the CDC said.

Six US territories — in-
cluding Puerto Rico, Ameri-
can Samoa, the US Virgin Is-
lands, and the Federated
States of Micronesia — are
considered by the agency to
experience “frequent or con-
tinuous” dengue transmis-
sion. Chris Nesi

Fatal “punchout’

‘Slugger’ released in hotel attack

By AMANDA WOODS

A cab dispatcher died
days after an enraged
driver slugged him outside
a Midtown hotel last
month — and the alleged
attacker was cut loose
thanks to a loophole, cops
and sources said.

Efrain Patino Guerra, 53,
was working at a cab stand
at the Hotel Riu Plaza
Manhattan Times Square
on West 47th Street near
Seventh Avenue at around
115 p.m. June 17 when
Jaime Rosario, 54, flew
into a rage, NYPD Chief of
Detectives Joseph Kenny
said Tuesday.

As the dispatcher as-
signed cabs to hotel
guests, he skipped a
driver, who confronted
him, Kenny said.

“He’s very very much
bigger than Mr. Patino,

and at some point, he

sucker-punches him
square in the face,” Kenny
said. “You can see from
the video he’s clearly
knocked unconscious —
while he’s standing up,
falls back and hits his head
on the concrete.”

Patino was unable to
move until first respond-
ers rushed him to Bellevue
Hospital, where he was in-

itially listed in critical
condition and spent some
time in a coma, according
to Kenny and a complaint
filed in Manhattan Crimi-
nal Court against Rosario.

He  ultimately suc-
cumbed to his injuries on
June 27. While at the hos-
pital, Patino (inset) went
into cardiac arrest and was
“kind of dead for about
seven minutes,” before he
was revived, the police of-
ficial said.

Rosario was charged
with second-degree as-
sault, Kenny said.

The charge was down-
graded in court to third-de-
gree assault, a misde-
meanor, because a felony
rap requires intent to cause
serious physical injury, po-
lice sources said.

“The law allows only for
charges relating to the
punch, and there is no way

to prove intent to cause his
death or any other serious
injury,” a law-enforcement
source told The Post of that
case.

Neither of those condi-
tions could be established,
since Rosario allegedly
dealt Patino a single blow
to the face, according to
the sources.

Rosario is next sched-
uled to appear in court on
July 18, records show.

It remained unclear
Wednesday whether Rosa-
rio could face upgraded
charges as the investiga-
tion is ongoing.

In a similar Brooklyn
case back in March, a tow-
truck driver accused in a
fatal attack on a G6l-year-
old man whose car he was
impounding was cut loose
because of the same loop-
hole in so-called one-
punch homicide cases.

Scan this QR code to learn more

Drive Out Cancer
With Your Car Donation

Dad & son
busted in
BBQ blast

A New Jersey father and
son have been arrested for
lighting a makeshift fire-
work that sent shrapnel fly-
ing as far as a football field
away, leaving a neighbor in
critical condition with a
stomach wound likened to
“a wartime injury” caused
by a “pipe bomb.”

Security camera footage
from a barbecue in Manville
captured the moment the
explosive was lit at the cen-
ter of Cooper Street Park
around 8:15 p.m. Saturday,
NBC 4 reported.

A man could be seen run-
ning away after igniting the
explosive, which goes up in
smoke and sends shrapnel
soaring across the neigh-
borhood in all directions,
hitting a 34-year-old man in
the stomach.

“It wasn’t a Fourth of July
celebratory firework, it was
a pipe bomb,” neighbor
Dayna Cammacho told the
outlet. “It was like a war-
time injury, it was horrible.”

The victim was not pub-
licly identified. Ronny Reyes

Did you know you can donate your used car to Stand
Up To Cancer and help fund cancer research? It makes
a significant impact. Your donation brings us one step
closer to a world without cancer. Do something good,
skip costly repairs, and free up space in the garage.

We accept all types of vehicles, running or not.

Donating is easy, the pick-up is free,
and your gift is fax-deductible.

844-866-SU2C (7822)

standuptocancer.org

f

STAND
UPTO

Stand Up To Cancer is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization.



BOB GASE
'FOOL’S GOLD

Not bribe evidence: defense

By BEN KOCHMAN

Federal prosecutors have
tried to bamboozle Man-
hattan jurors by focusing
on the gold bars and cash
found in Sen. Bob Menen-
dez’s New Jersey home,
defense attorneys claimed
Wednesday near the end of
the embattled  pol’s
months-long trial.

Adam Fee, a lawyer for
the three-term Democrat,
argued the feds were try-
ing to distract the jury
from “painfully thin” evi-
dence in the case accusing
Menendez, 70, of reward-
ing cronies with “official”
favors in exchange for
bribes.

“This case, it dies here
today,” Fee proclaimed
during a nearly six-hour
closing statement that
stretched over two days in
Manhattan federal court.

Prosecutors “have failed
to prove that very high
standard that Bob’s ac-
tions were anything other
than exactly what we
want our elected officials
to do,” Fee added.

Cash stash

Over the nine-week
trial, jurors were shown a
mountain of evidence al-
legedly tying hundreds of
thousands of dollars of
gold bullion and cash dis-
covered in the senator’s
home — and the new
Mercedes-Benz parked in
his garage — to a dis-
graced insurance broker
and two other New Jersey
businessmen who dined
with Menendez and tex-

>
v

FINISH LINE:In a courtroom sketch, Sen. Bob
Menendez listens to closing arguments Wednesday in
Manhattan during his months-long corruption trial.

ted with his wife, Nadine.

But Fee argued the gov-
ernment failed to prove
that the cash the FBI
found stuffed into envel-
opes, including inside the
pockets of the senator’s
official congressional
jacket, and the one-kilo
gold bars recovered in his
wife’s safe were illegal
bribes.

“The core of this case is
hollow,” Fee said, calling
the prosecutors “overzeal-
ous” and adding that “the
inferences that they are
asking you to adopt are
unreliable.”

Jurors could begin de-
liberating as soon as
Thursday over whether to
convict Menendez.

He is also charged with
illegally acting as a foreign
agent of Egypt and Qatar
and obstructing justice.

Among the allegations

is that Menendez leaned
on an Agriculture Depart-
ment official to protect
his co-defendant Wael
Hana’s lucrative monop-
oly on approving halal
meat exports to Egypt —
which Hana had been
given despite no prior ex-
perience with halal meat.

In exchange, Hana gave
Nadine Menendez a no-
show job worth $120,000
per year, prosecutors said.

All ‘hard work’

But Hana’s lawyer, Law-
rence Lustberg, in his own
closing statement on
Wednesday afternoon, ar-
gued that Hana’s halal
monopoly was merely the
result of “hard work, and
good contacts” — while
denying that anything
Hana gave to the senator
led to an “official” act.

Cindy
Adams

returns on
Monday. You
have been
warned.

Joint commission eyes pot discounts

Get a buzz off these
prices!

State cannabis regulators
on Wednesday proposed
scrapping a rule that barred
its licensed pot stores from
offering discounts on their
marijuana  products —
which, they argued, put
them at a disadvantage with
illegal operators.

Discounted prices on can-
nabis gummies, oils and
other items could be of-
fered to seniors, students,
and military veterans, sour-
ces said.

That could mean buying
two 10-packs of pre-rolled
joints for the price of one,
among other sales.

Carl Campanile
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FREE CONCERTS AT
'RE

SUNDAY, JULY 14™
6:00pM-9:00pPM

HARRY CHAPIN

TRIBUTE SHOW & FOOD DRIVE

THE HARRY CHAPIN BAND

— AND —

WILL SING FOR FOOD

Attendees are encouraged to bring non-perishable
food items as a donation to Long Island Cares.

FREE ADMISSION
BRING CHAIRS | PARKING FIELD #6

EISENHOWER PARK
LAKESIDE THEATRE

Weather permitting,
call 516-572-0200 for up-to-date information.

Before the event, be sure to check out Nassau’s
top-notch Restaurants, Golf Courses, Beaches and
Shopping. Nassau is back and open for business!

NASSAU COUNTY SUMMER CONCERTS
SPONSORED BY
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It’s

return of
the King

STEVE
CUOZZO

OT dog lovers rejoiced

this week with the reopen-

ing of Papaya King at 206

E. 86 St., around the corner

from where the original
stood on Third Avenue for 89
years until it was demolished two
years ago.

It’s great to have it back in all its
tacky glory.

Goofy signs again tout the bene-
fits of its signature fruit drink, in-
cluding “enhanced male fertility.”
Along with vintage photos, they
make the new location feel like its
predecessor despite its square
footprint; the original was memo-
rably long and narrow. The out-
door sign oddly lacks the word
“King,” but the man at the counter
said it was only a printing goof
that would be fixed shortly.

On with the taste test

But what about the dog itself?
As alongtime fan of Papaya King’s
simply grilled all-beef dog, I was
eager to see how it’s held up after
two long years of closure.

It tastes exactly as I remember
it, 'm happy to report. It’s just as
good, though pricier now at $5.34
with tax. It went down too easily
with a sugar-packed, zero-alcohol
“banana daiquiri.”

True, the meat still tastes ge-
neric with just a hint of butter and
limited seasoning. But it’s more
about the great mouthfeel when
heaped with mustard, sauerkraut
and onions.

It’s a satisfying, hunger-beating,
protein fix that’s ideal for gob-

the

Just relishing reopened Papaya

bling on the street. And it’s in-
stant! Unlike when you order a
burger or gyro, they’re ready
when you want them — ideal for
New Yorkers with zero tolerance
for exhausting, five-minute waits.

In this summer of unprece-
dented hot-dog hysteria, the Pa-
paya King redux begs comparing
with the true king of Big Apple
wieners — Nathan’s Famous,
which staged its annual July
Fourth competitive-eating event
last week without longtime champ

Joey Chestnut for the first time in
17 years. The new winner, Patrick
Bertoletti, downed 58 franks in 10
minutes, or 55 more than I was
able to consume of either brand in
a day.

Nathan’s says it uses the secret,
“same original” 1919 recipe of
founder Nathan Handwerker, a
formula in which many fans de-
tect a garlic undertone. I tried it at
a truck on West 47th Street near
Seventh Avenue, where service
was a lot faster than the long lines

THE WIENER 1S? Steve Cuozzo com-
pares the reopened Papaya King to Nat-
han's (below left) and Junior’s (below right).

at the Coney Island location.

Nathan’s $8 hot dog had three
more bucks of flavor than Papaya
King’s. But two of three casings
were so cellophane-like, extract-
ing the meat was like squeezing
toothpaste from a tube.

Neither product could challenge
what I regard as the gold standard
— the much pricier, foot-long,
half-pounders at Junior’s Restau-
rant and Bakery at the Broadway
and 49th Street location.

The $21.95 gut-buster, served on
a crunchy challah bun, comes with
french fries, relish and sauerkraut.

Junior’s claims its dogs, which
are sourced from Newark-based
beef providers Best Provision, are
cooked in real — not liquid —
smoke on a charcoal grill. A secret
mix of spices imparts a complex
flavor. The frank is well scored
and perfectly juicy.

Junior’s giant is definitely not
for on-the-street consumption.
But, consumed at a table, it re-
minds you of how good a simple
hot dog can taste — without the
need for hype or nostalgia to
boost the flavor.
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NYG out
for mask

payback

A “military and security
consulting” firm that never
delivered on its promise to
ship COVID masks to New
York at the peak of the pan-
demic is being sued by the
city to pay back the flubbed
$15 million contract.

Former Mayor Bill de
Blasio’s administration inked
a $15 million contract with
Siege  International on
April 3, 2020, for 5 million
N95 respirator masks by
May 1. Half of the contract —
roughly $7.5 million — was
prepaid to expedite the sup-
plies for medical workers.

Siege missed its first con-
tractual deadline for the first
1 million. And then the next
one for the full 5 million, too,
the Manhattan Supreme
Court lawsuit charges.

Only 800,000 masks made
it to the Big Apple, leaving
nearly 1.7 million masks
paid for but missing in ac-
tion, according to court
documents.

After the city’s Contract
Dispute Resolution Board
determined that Siege and
president David Oskirko
must refund the city, the
company vanished.

Oskirko and Siege re-
emerged days later as Canam
Group, replete with a similar
website. According to the
city, this was a clear attempt
at a “fraudulent transfer.”

The Post reached out to
Oskirko and Canam but did
not hear back. Peter Senzamici

‘Crosshow
killer’ bust

A man suspected of mur-
dering his ex-girlfriend and
two of her relatives with a
crossbow in England was
caught after an extensive
manhunt, according to
reports.

Kyle Clifford, 26, was ar-
rested Wednesday at a north
London cemetery, where
police found him injured,
the Daily Mail reported.

Clifford, a military vet-
eran, is suspected of mur-
dering his ex-girlfriend
Louise Hunt, 25, her sister
Hannah, 28, and her mother,
Carol, 61. The women are
the wife and daughters of
well-known BBC radio host
John Hunt.  Alex Oliveira




JUNOH KIM
NYU student was in Uber.

Paralyzed
In carjack
smashup

A New York University
student and South Korea
Marine Corps veteran was
left paralyzed from the
waist down after armed car-
jackers crashed into his
Uber in South Philadelphia,
his loved ones say.

Finance major Junoh Kim,
23, was less than a month
into his summer analyst
role at New York City-based
M&A adviser Klema Capi-
tal when the -carjackers
rammed into his Uber while
fleeing police June 23 near
the University of Pennsyl-
vania, according to a Go-
FundMe page.

“Junoh is currently para-
lyzed in his lower body from
waist down and has limited
use of his hands,” the page
reads. “The extent to his re-
covery is uncertain.”

“This accident has
opened my eyes to the out-
pouring of love and support
from so many people,” Kim
said in a text message to
The Post.

Three juveniles and a
man, 30, are under arrest,
cops said. Nicole Rosenthal

GOP balks
at NY suits

New York Republicans
slammed race-based law-
suits trying to uproot up the
voting process in several
towns, calling the litigation
an effort to bump conserva-
tives from office.

Under the Empire State’s
John R. Lewis Voting Rights
Act, civil rights lawyers are
suing Mount Pleasant, New-
burgh and Cheektowaga, all
with majority white popula-
tions, claiming they’re
blocking the elections of
black and Hispanics by us-
ing “at-large” elections.

Carl Campanile

Getty Images

ScarJo’s
cosmic

curves

Scarlett Johansson rocks an appropriately galaxy-patterned dress as
she cozies up to costar Channing Tatum before the German premiere Wednes-
day of their alternate-history rom-com, “Fly Me to the Moon” in Berlin.

OFFIGER
'SLAY’
TWIST

4th juror:

By ALEX OLIVEIRA

Karen Read’s lawyers
claim a fourth juror has
come forward to say the
jury unanimously acquitted
her of murdering her Bos-
ton cop boyfriend, but that
the mistrial was declared in
a “very confusing moment.”

“TJuror D told me that he/
she decided to reach out to
me because he/she was ‘un-
comfortable’ with how the
trial ended,” Read attorney
Alan Jackson wrote in a
court filing Wednesday,
claiming the juror told him
they had agreed to acquit
on Count 1 for second-de-
gree murder, and Count 3
for leaving the scene of a fa-
tal crash.

“The disagreement was
solely as to Count 2,” Jack-
son continued, referring to
the charge of manslaughter
while operating a motor ve-
hicle under the influence of
liquor.

Unsure what to do

“Turor D explained that
the jury actually discussed
telling the judge that they
had agreed unanimously on
NOT GUILTY verdicts for
Counts 1 and 3, but that they
were not sure if they were
allowed to say so,” the filing
reads.

The latest claim directly
contradicts the jury fore-
man’s notes to Judge Bev-
erly Cannone, including the
final message July 1 that ju-
rors were deadlocked as a
result of “deeply held be-
liefs.”

The foreman said, “The
deep division is not due to a
lack of effort or diligence,
but rather a sincere adher-
ence to our individual prin-
ciples and moral codes” and
asked that the judge not

Not guilty

CASE IN LIMBO: Karen
Read after a mistrial was
declared in her case July 1.

force jurors to attempt to
compromise their beliefs.

Cannone then declared a
mistrial. Previously, she had
read the jurors a special set
of instructions that are
given if they can’t reach
agreement. The Norfolk
County district attorney
said July 1 that he would
seek to re-try the case.

On Monday, Jackson sub-
mitted a court filing claim-
ing three jurors had told
him all 12 members of the
jury agreed Read is not
guilty of murder. Jackson
asked that charge be thrown
out.

“Is anyone going to know
that we acquitted on Count
1 and 3? No one ever asked
about those counts,” Jack-
son said the fourth juror
told him.

Jackson claimed the ju-
rors who spoke out felt re-
trying Read for murder and
manslaughter would be
“unjust” given the verdicts
they reached but were not
made known in court.

Read was accused of mur-
dering her boyfriend John
O’Keefe by running him
down with her car while
drunk on the night of Janu-
ary 29, 2022, and leaving
him to die in a snowbank
outside a cop friend’s home.
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‘Veep’ it in the family

By PATRICK REILLY

Marla Maples, Donald Trump’s
ex-wife, revealed in a rare inter-
view that she’s willing to help
the former president’s 2024 cam-
paign — and is even “open” to
being his vice president.

“I'm ready. I am available if
needed and I'm not sitting back
anymore,” Maples, who just
turned 60, told The Evening
Standard in her first interview in
eight years.

“I want to step out more, share
more and not be afraid of posi-
tive or negative outcomes that
come from speaking out,” she
added.

Maples, who shares daughter
Tiffany Trump with the former
commander in chief, said her
willingness to help Trump’s sec-
ond White House bid has not
been affected by her ex-
husband’s legal troubles.

She was asked about the law-
suit filed against Trump by
writer Jean E. Carroll, which re-
sulted in the former president
being found liable by a Manhat-
tan federal jury of sex abuse and
defamation.

Maples said she
Trump is innocent.

“I do know my daughter’s fa-
ther well enough to know that
he’s never had to push himself on
another person. He’s always had
women throw themselves on him
instead,” she told the paper. “I
don’t believe there was a crime
done.”

She was also dismissive about
Trump’s guilty verdict in May in
his Manhattan hush-money trial,
where he was convicted of cov-
ering up a $130,000 payout to
porn star Stormy Daniels to hide
alleged details of a past sexual
encounter before the 2016 presi-
dential election. He has appealed
the verdict.

“They love these little sexy sto-
ries. We have a country that is
failing. Our cities are not pro-
tected,” she said. “How do we
make people feel safe again?

believes

Trump’s ex

IS open to
new ‘mate’

STEPPING UP: Marla Maples,
former President Donald Trump’s
second wife, says she’s ready to
support him politically however
she can — including as his vice
presidential candidate.

That’s more important than hav-
ing these lawsuits that are not af-
fecting any of us today.”

Sources told The Evening Stan-
dard that the actress and singer
could see herself as Trump’s vice
president — which he is set to
announce next week.

“Someone would have to ask
my ex-husband about that,” she
said, laughing, when asked if this
is true.

“I'm open. 'm open to what-

ever way that I can serve. Right
now everyone [in the Trump
family] is just seeing how we can
help,” she added.

The former couple’s relation-
ship had a controversial start be-
cause they met during a charity
event in 1985, while the real-
estate mogul was still married to
his first wife, Ivana Trump.

Donald Trump and Maples
wed in 1993, but their marriage
fell apart by May 1997, and in

ABG furor over Steph ‘hias’

A top ABC News executive was
reportedly “furious” upon learning
that George Stephanopoulos, a
former Democratic operative,
came off as biased against Presi-
dent Biden.

Stephanopoulos (right), 63, was
told by the network’s news divi-
sion head, Debra O’Connell, that
“he is a newsman who is expected
to be objective,” according to Ra-

dar Online, after video footage
emerged of the former Bill Clinton
adviser telling a Manhattan pas-
serby, “I don’t think [Biden] can
serve four more years.”

The candid clip of Stephanopou-
los, published by TMZ on Tuesday,
reportedly sparked internal meet-
ings at ABC, which resulted in
O’Connell asking that the “Good
Morning America” and “This

Week” host apologize for his re-
mark — which he did.

“Earlier today I responded to a
question from a passerby. I
shouldn’t have,” the anchor told
Puck News in a statement hours
after his comments went viral.

An ABC News spokesperson ve-
hemently denied the Radar report.

“This is absolutely not true,”
they told The Post.  Victor Nava

1999 the actress walked away
with a $2 million settlement.

They were seen being friendly
and posing for pictures together
at Tiffany Trump’s rehearsal din-
ner in November 2022.

Tiffany married billionaire heir
Michael Boulos at Trump’s Mar-
a-Lago Club resort.

The two met in 2018 while he
was studying at City University
of London and she was on vaca-
tion in Europe.
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Gould it
be Don ...
and ‘Abe”?

Former President Donald Trump
dished about his rumored running
mates Wednesday — saying Sen.
J.D. Vance’s beard makes him look
“like a young Abraham Lincoln”
and saying North Dakota’s abor-
tion ban is a “bit of an issue” for
Gov. Doug Burgum.

Fox News Radio host Brian Kil-
meade pressed Trump on his
shortlist of vice presidential hope-
fuls — including Vance’s beard
amid reports that the always clean-
shaven 45th president doesn’t like
facial hair.

“No. I've never heard that one,”
Trump told Kilmeade on Wednes-
day, adding that the Ohio senator’s
scruff “looks good.”

“He’s like a young Abraham Lin-
coln,” Trump added.

Trump, 78, teased that over the
“next week or so, I'll announce” his
decision, adding that he’d “love to
do it during the convention.”

Kilmeade asked Trump whether
any other contenders should be
added to his list of veep finalists,
rattling off names like Vance, Bur-
gum, Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.)
and Sen. Tim Scott (R-SC).

But Trump didn’t bite.

“Well, you could,” he said. “I
think I'm pretty well set in my own
mind. But, you know, you got some
good people. And I have changed a
little bit.”

The 45th president also sug-
gested that the firestorm over
President Biden’s cognitive abili-
ties would not impact his thinking
about a vice presidential decision.

Ryan King

Pols OK citizen
proof vote hill

The House approved a meas-
ure Wednesday to require proof
of US citizenship when register-
ing to vote, a measure strongly
opposed by top Democrats and
the White House despite proof
of noncitizens casting ballots in
federal elections.

A majority of 216 Republicans
and five Democrats voted to pass
the Safeguard American Voter
Eligibility Act, with swing-dis-
trict Reps. Henry Cuellar
(Texas), Vicente Gonzalez
(Texas), Jared Golden (Maine),
Don Davis (NC) and Marie
Gluesenkamp Perez (Wash.)
crossing party lines. The bill was
opposed by 198 Democrats.

It’s illegal for noncitizens to
vote in federal elections.

Josh Christenson




BORDER CRISIS

NISA MICKENS
Beaten to death in 2016.

MS-13
admits 8
murders

The ruthless leader of a
Long Island MS-13 crew
admitted Wednesday that
he was responsible for
eight brutal murders, in-
cluding the baseball bat
beating deaths of two high
school girls.

Alexi Saenz, 29, the re-
puted former head of the
Sailors Locos Salvatruchas
Westside group, admitted
as part of a plea deal that
he ordered or carried out
slayings, which included
the deaths of Nisa Mick-
ens, 15, and her friend,
Kayla Cuevas, 16, who
were beaten and hacked to
death in 2016.

“To say that Alexi
Saenz’s hands are
drenched in blood does
not begin to describe the
multiple killings and ex-
treme mayhem he person-
ally directed and commit-
ted,” US Attorney for the
Eastern District of New
York Breon Pearce said.

Saenz and his brother
Jairo were among 13 mem-
bers of the notorious gang
indicted by the feds in 2017
on racketeering, conspir-
acy and murder charges.

Alexi Saenz, also known
as “Blatsy” and “Plaky,” ad-
mitted to the killings as
part of a plea bargain on
racketeering and weapons
charges in federal court in
Central Islip that could see
him jailed for up to 70
years.

However, prosecutors
said in court that they re-
tain the right to withdraw
the agreement before his
sentencing if Jairo doesn’t
also agree to a plea deal.

Kevin Sheehan
and Jorge Fitz-Gibbon

Loophole jams San Diego with migrants

By JENNIE TAER

Migrants are continuing to over-
whelm Border Patrol agents at the
busiest border crossing in the US,
and holding centers are still over ca-
pacity — despite the Biden adminis-
tration’s assertions that a “crack-
down” on crossers is working.

Border Patrol facilities in the
San Diego region were at 150% ca-
pacity with more than 1,500 mi-
grants in custody as of Tuesday
morning, according to internal
agency data leaked to The Post.

The holding centers in the re-
gion were meant to house just
1,000 people.

The facilities were already
above capacity before President
Biden’s June 4 executive order
took effect. The order was de-
signed to limit the ability of many
migrants to claim asylum while
border crossings remain high.

However, there are major loop-
holes and exemptions in the order
that allow migrants to continue to
stay in the US. And one of the big-
gest loopholes is in San Diego.

Even as crossings have fallen to
the lowest levels of the Biden ad-
ministration elsewhere, the San
Diego-area migrant holding facili-
ties are still overflowing, said
Manny Bayon, National Border Pa-
trol Council president for the San
Diego sector.

Flauting the law

That’s because migrants who
cross into the San Diego region
have a better chance of skirting
the rules and staying in the coun-
try due to an order, previously re-
ported by The Post, that agents
should release migrants from
more than 100 countries in Eu-
rope, Asia and Africa.

Migrants from those countries
are harder to deport because their
home governments don’t readily
accept deportation flights.

Many of the migrants coming
through the San Diego sector are
from “all over the world,” a border
patrol agent in the region told The
Post.

JUST
LOOK
Al ’EM

scale the wall at the border in

rules and staying in the US.

WALL CLIMBERS: Migrants

Tijuana, Mexico, to seek asylum in
San Diego in June. An order gives
them a better chance of skirting

“China, India — there’s a lot of
Indians ... and Central Ameri-
cans,” the agent said.

The agent said that, in practice,
anyone who is pregnant or injured
is also being released with a future
court date, despite Biden’s crack-
down order.

Across the southern border, mi-
grants who arrive as unaccompa-

nied children, or those who come at
a legal port of entry using the CBP
One phone app are also exempt
from the policy’s restrictions.

Migrants who aren’t exempt
from the executive order also have
the opportunity to stay if they
claim to have a fear of returning to
their home country.

Roughly 30,000 illegal border-

crossers were released into the
country in June with upcoming
court dates, according to leaked
documents obtained by The Post.

Last month, Homeland Security
Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas
claimed that the executive order
was working “because of their
tough  response to illegal
crossings.”

No retrial for ‘migrant-shooting’ rancher

An Arizona rancher who
allegedly shot and killed a
Mexican migrant with an
AK-47 as the man crossed
his land cannot be retried
for murder following his
April mistrial.

Santa Cruz County Supe-
rior Court Judge Thomas
Fink dismissed 75-year-old

George Alan Kelly’s case
with prejudice — meaning
prosecutors can’t bring the
charges again — in part be-
cause of Kelly’s advanced
age, failing health and con-
tinuing “senility and mem-
ory loss,” according to The
Arizona Republic.

“A refiling of these char-

ges at a future date would
place the defense at a sig-
nificant disadvantage,” Fink
wrote in his order, adding
that too much time had
passed for retrial anyway.
Kelly allegedly shot nine
times at victim Gabriel
Cuen-Buitimea and another
man, Daniel Ramirez, as

they fled across his 170-acre
property on Jan. 30, 2023, in
an attempt to elude US Bor-
der Patrol agents, the news-
paper said.

Defense attorneys denied
this, saying the elderly
rancher fired warning shots
into the air after seeing what
he believed to be five armed

men crossing his land.

State prosecutors — who
charged Kelly with second-
degree murder and another
count of aggravated assault
with a deadly weapon —
said authorities found no ev-
idence there were more
than two men, or that they
were armed.  Steve Janoski
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3 slashed, 3 busted in Crossroads

BLOOD FIGHT: EMTs
treat a bleeding woman after
she got in a fight with
another woman in Bryant
Park early Wednesday.

GRIMES SQUARE

By JOE MARINO, LARRY CELONA,
AMANDA WOODS,
CAITLIN McCORMICK
and MATT TROUTMAN

Three people were slashed and
another pepper-sprayed and bit-
ten near Times Square overnight
into Wednesday — both in the
subway system and on the street,
authorities said.

The spate of unrelated attacks
ended with a 26-year-old man
slashed on his right arm as he
stood on the 7-train platform at
the Times Square station at about
3:45 a.m., cops said.

The victim claimed the suspect
had accosted him previously, and,
once confronted, the stranger
knifed him in return, according to
police sources.

The wounded man showed cops
a photo of his attacker, and the
suspect, identified as Michael
Hernandez, 25, of Brooklyn, was
soon busted by police and charged
with second-degree assault and
fourth-degree criminal possession
of a weapon, cops said. Officers
found a switchblade in the left
pocket of his shorts, sources said.

In an unrelated attack at around
1a.m., Sara Flores, 19, was walking
through Bryant Park, at West 42nd
Street and Sixth Avenue, when she
told Jennifer Tompkins, 30 — a
complete stranger — that a group
had just jumped her, cops said.

Warned to go away

Tompkins warned Flores to
leave her alone or she’d pepper-
spray her — but Flores persisted,
according to police.

Then an all-out brawl ensued
between the women, with Tomp-
kins allegedly pepper-spraying
Flores and biting her on the lip
and Flores stabbing Tompkins in
the head and the ribs, cops said.

Both were charged with assault
and menacing in the second de-
gree, police said.

The earliest assault unfolded at
around 11:30 p.m. Tuesday, when a
3l-year-old man was slashed in the
stomach after getting into an argu-
ment with another man on the
southbound A, C and E platform
in 42nd Street-Port Authority sta-
tion, cops said.

The victim was taken to Belle-

vue, where he was listed in stable
condition, police said.

The nature of the clash was un-
clear, and no arrests have been
made.

The chaotic incidents began just
a day after Mayor Adams touted
how much the Crossroads of the
World is thriving.

“Any time you don’t believe the
city’s back, just go hit Times
Square and you see just the people
walking, just enjoying being in our
city,” Hizzoner said at a Monday
morning briefing.

Felony assaults are up about 13%
so far this year in the confines of
the Midtown South Precinct,
which covers Times Square.

Precinct crime down

From the beginning of the year
through Sunday, 276 such crimes
were reported, compared to 244
during the same period in 2023,
the latest data show.

Overall felony crime, however,
is down in the precinct’s confines
so far this year, with 1,766 inci-
dents reported compared to 2,022
last year.

Thomas Anderson, 49, said
those crime statistics made him
feel nervous before visiting the
city from Vermont for the first
time this week.

“The problem is that if people
don’t have options, they commit
crimes,” he said.

Sherri, a commuter from Suffolk
County, is glad that she is strictly
in the city until 5 p.m. every day.
She blames crime on the legaliza-
tion of weed and poor mental
health.

“There’s a lot of mental health
that comes into play and there’s
just not enough help out there, so
unfortunately other people are the
victims of that,” she said.

Michael Hargwood, 36, and his
father Warren Hargwood, 62, said
they didn’t find crime to be as big
an issue as it’s made out to be, es-
pecially on the subway.

“It’s not as bad as they say it is, it
comes in spurts,” Michael said.
“Earlier this year, you were inun-
dated with incidents on the sub-
way and now there’s none, I think
after the National Guard came in
the blink of an eye and now
they’re not there.”

SUMOQ "D UIASY]

Vic’s kin
rip shield
for driver

The self-proclaimed addict
accused of plowing into 11
people in a Fourth of July
crash is being held in protec-
tive custody, a decision that
drew outrage from victims’
loved ones.

A grand jury has yet to
hand down an indictment
against Daniel Christopher
Hyden, 44, who has been
jailed without bail after his
arrest in the deadly Lower
East Side crash, prosecutors
said Wednesday during a
Manhattan court hearing.

While Hyden didn’t appear
in court for the hearing, fam-
ily friends of Herman and
Lucille Pinkney, two of three
people killed in the holiday
horror, showed
up and accused him of
cowardice.

They exclaimed “wow” as
a judge ordered Hyden
placed in protective custody.

“You're hiding in protec-
tive custody?” Kimberly Jack-
son, 58, said to her friend Lu-
cille Pinkney’s accused killer.
“Youre supposed to be a
man. That’s not being a man.
You're a freaking coward.”

Hyden, a substance abuse
counselor who wrote a
book called “The Sober Ad-
dict,” is accused of Kkilling
three pedestrians when he
drunkenly barreled a gray
Ford F-150 through a Lower
East Side intersection, over
a sidewalk and into revelers
celebrating the holiday in
Corlears Hook Park.

Jack Morphet,
Hannah Fierick
and Matt Troutman

Are you a
hillionaire?

Check your pockets!

The winner who pur-
chased a $1.13 billion Mega
Millions ticket in New Jer-
sey still has not claimed the
state’s largest prize ever, ac-
cording to lottery officials.

The ticket for March 26,
which has a cash value of
$537.5 million, was pur-
chased at a ShopRite Liquor
store on Route 66 in Mon-
mouth County.

The winning numbers
were 7,11, 22, 29, 38, and the
gold Mega ball was 4.

The jackpot is the fifth
largest in Mega Millions
history. Patrick Reilly



Speaker demands stand v. ‘China-led Axis’

Excerpts from House Speaker
Mike Johnson delivered speech at
the Hudson Institute on Monday.

NTIL recently, in the almost

40 years since the collapse of

the Soviet Union, thanks to

America’s policy of peace
through strength, the sounds of
war and interconnected global
conflict have been mostly silent.
But that is no longer the case.

Under the current path, the
world is increasingly destabil-
ized, and in this fateful moment,
our actions here in America will
continue to determine the path of
the free world.

All of us here recognize that
while democracy is not perfect,
the burden of self-government is
far lighter than the yoke of tyr-
anny. But right now, absent Amer-
ican leadership, we’re looking at a
future that could well be defined
by communism and tyranny,
rather than liberty, opportunity,
and security.

In Europe, Putin has made it
clear that his plans do not stop
with Ukraine. He has likened
himself to Czar Peter the Great,
and you can read his essay about

MIKE JOHNSON

restoring the Russian empire —
an empire that would include our
military partners in Vilnius, Hel-
sinki, and Warsaw.

Xi Jinping has made abundantly
clear he’s interested in expanding
his communist footholds, includ-
ing in the South China Sea. In the
Middle East, the Ayatollah wants
to resurrect the caliphate and
eliminate Israel ...

To be sure, these threats have
been growing for some time —
but under weak presidents,
they’ve been allowed to metasta-
size. During the Obama adminis-
tration, we saw eight years of in-
ternational apology tours, the se-
questration of our military, the
buildup of ISIS, Russia’s invasion
into Crimea, the spread of malign
Chinese influence across the
globe, and a nuclear deal that gave
Iran everything they wanted.

Today, the same failures we saw
under Obama have happened un-
der Joe Biden, because he’s em-
powered an out-of-touch foreign
policy  establishment whose
agenda is to once again appease,
apologize and accommodate.

Allies: Johnson (r.) met with Ukraine’s Volodymyr Zelensky this week.

He doesn’t treat China like an
enemy. He’s stopped supporting
Israel and cozied up to Iran to re-
vive the failed nuclear deal. And,
in the most inexplicable policy
imaginable, he’s opened our bor-
ders wide to spies and terrorists,
while reducing sanctions on the
Latin dictators who wreak havoc
in our backyard.

And now look where we are!
Obama’s weakness invited aggres-
sion, and Biden’s weakness has
fueled that aggression like nothing
we've seen since World War II.

Things were different when I
came to Congress during the first
Trump administration in 2017
When I was elected chairman of
the Republican Study Committee
... we published a report with 130
policy recommendations to coun-
ter China, deter Russia, and ad-
vance American interests in the
Middle East.

And to the chagrin of the pun-
dits who want to paint him as an
“isolationist,” President Trump
established a solid security pos-
ture that advanced the same prin-
ciples outlined in our report.

Remember how he threatened
North Korea with fire and fury the
likes of which the world has never
seen? Remember how he took out
Soleimani and al-Baghdadi? Re-
member how he was the first
President to send Javelin missiles
to Ukraine, and how he took steps
to rebuild our military?...

He called out the threat of
China and took on their unfair
trade practices, got our allies to
pay their fair share, enforced Iran
oil sanctions, and brokered the
Abraham Accords, and the foreign
policy establishment hated it.

But he did not retreat. He did

not apologize. He instilled fear in
our enemies, and with his leader-
ship, made clear that American
strength is essential to a peaceful
21st century.

To be sure, the Republican
Party is not one of “nation build-
ers” and “careless intervention-
ists.” Nor are we idealists who
think we can placate tyrants. We
are realists. We don’t seek out a
fight, but we’re always prepared
to fight, and if we must fight, we
fight with the gloves off. And to-
day . .. we need a new policy of
peace through strength for the
21st century.

Even as the “America-last” bu-
reaucrats regained power under
Joe Biden, and invited aggres-
sion from our enemies, in the
coming months, we have a
chance to change course. ...

We can choose to lead, or we
can choose to be a speedbump
down the road to serfdom. De-
cline is always a choice.

At one point, the West was fac-
ing elimination by Fascists and
Imperialists, and the Jews were
facing genocide by the Nazis. At
another point, we faced annihila-
tion by the Soviets.

Today, we are threatened by
Chinese communists, Russian oli-
garchs and Islamic terrorists. We
can choose to ignore them. We
can try to appease them. We can
listen to the naysayers who say
our values aren’t worth defending
or that there can be no victory.

Or we can respond again with
all the fortitude and fight that
once ran through every American
vein.

Rep. Mike Johnson (R-La.) is
the 56th speaker of the US House
of Representatives.
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POSTOPINION
CGall To Arms

Foreign desk: What Really Fueled Ukraine War

“Could it be the Ukraine war is about fighting for people?” asks Ivan
Krastev at The Spectator World. Months before he invaded, Vladimir Pu-
tin lamented Russia’s population decline, vowing to do everything possi-
ble to reverse it. By 2039, Russia’s population is projected to fall to less
than 140 million, smaller than Nigeria, Brazil, Pakistan or Ethiopia. And
“Russia’s war in Ukraine has involved the large-scale abduction of chil-
dren, particularly orphans, who have been forcibly transported to Russia
and adopted by Russian parents.” Indeed: “These so-called ‘new Rus-
sians’ were central to the way Putin was defining the objectives of his
‘special military operation.’” Yet Russia has lost 150,000 soldiers in the
war, plus 600,000 Russians who’ve fled. A prolonged war will devastate
Russia “economically and demographically.” So those saying Putin could
be ready to end the war next year “are probably not entirely wrong.”

Eye on DC: A Case Study in Enabling

In early June Sen. Patty Murray slammed the Wall Street Journal exposé
on President Biden’s rapid decline as a “hit piece,” reports the Washing-
ton Examiner’s Byron York. But “after the disastrous June 27 debate ex-
posed Biden’s infirmities for the world to see, Murray is singing a differ-
ent tune,” namely that “President Biden must do more to demonstrate he
can campaign strong enough to beat Donald Trump.” York sums up: Only
once “Murray’s voters could see for themselves what bad shape the presi-
dent was in” was she “ready to show Biden the door.” “Multiply that many
times over” to include other lawmakers plus “compliant reporters” and
“Democratic politicos” who also “had plenty of reason to know the presi-
dent is not up to the job.”

Physician: Jha’s Mandate Gaslighting

White House COVID czar Ashish Jha just “admitted that although he
supported vaccine mandates, they did harm as well,” gripes Vinay Prasad
at his Substack. Yet Jha is still “gaslighting” by claiming that “mandates
saved a lot of lives.” No: “Perhaps as little as 1-2% of US people got a dose
of the vaccine due to the mandate,” and both young people and those
who’d already had COVID gained minimal added protection. Yet “vaccine
mandates cost lives by pushing people out of the work force — a socio-
economic death penalty. It also cost lives by breeding distrust.” Jha is still
“covering up for his own errors in judgment.”

Gonservative: Extremism Won in France

“Far-left socialist Jean-Luc Melenchon now
leads the largest [bloc] in the French National As-
sembly,” notes Commentary’s Seth Mandel — yet
he’s an “authoritarian populist who wears his dis-
gust for Jews on his sleeve.” (For example, he
“coolly asserted in an interview that the Jews
killed Jesus.”) So much for the “celebratory atti-
tude” of “post-election discourse”: “Extremists
weren’t thwarted. No, one extremist was thwarted
through the elevation of a politician no less ex-
treme.” And “the extremist supported by all the
‘moderate’ commentators luxuriates in the kind of
Jew-baiting that is practiced in the classrooms and
the cafes and op-ed pages of mainstream publica-
tions.” “The willingness of those in France to partner with Melenchon, and
those in the West to advocate for such an alliance, was revelatory.”

Jean-Luc Melenchon

From the right: Joe’s Inflation Ignorance

“The price controls they enacted that decade failed miserably, leading to
shortages and other market disruptions,” groans City Journal’s Allison Schra-
ger of “how poorly policymakers understood” 1970s inflation. Yet President
Biden’s new “plan to bring down food prices” just “repeats these past mis-
takes.” Recent “inflation was caused initially by a combination of pandemic-
driven supply constraints and elevated demand from federal transfer pay-
ments,” not greedy corporations. Biden’s proposal ignores “basic economic
realities,” “proposes cracking down on corporations” and “doling out money
to consumers,” which could worsen inflation. Rather than pushing “price
controls or pressure campaigns on grocers,” Biden “should curb spending
and let wages grow, allowing more Americans to weather the disastrous re-
sults of the past four years.” — Compiled by The Post Editorial Board
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Dems’ (Polite) Givil War

emocrats’ civil war rages on, in a bi-
zarrely passive-aggressive way.
Cue ex-Speaker Nancy Pelosi: Two
days after President Biden called into
“Morning Joe” to insist that he’s absolutely
staying in, she went on the same show to say,
“It’s up to the president to decide if he is go-
ing to run,” noting that “time is running
short” to find a replacement. That was a po-
lite way of saying get out, and a key sign
party bigwigs still know where they must go.
The night before, suburban Jersey Rep.
Mikie Sherrill joined the drip-drip of House
Dems calling outright for Joe to go; later
Wednesday, so did upstater Rep. Pat Ryan.
Biden’s threats were enough to make Rep.
Jerry Nadler blink: He’d joined the putsch-
ists behind closed doors on Sunday — but
publicly proclaimed his Biden support
barely a day later. Yet other top Dems who’d
spoken up Sunday aren’t recanting: Reps.
Mark Takano (Calif.), Adam Smith (Wash.)
and establishment Upstater Joe Morelle.
And Bronx Rep. Ritchie Torres, who had
called the panic among Dems “self-destruc-
tive,” followed Pelosi by tweeting on the
need for “a serious reckoning with the
down-ballot effect of whomever we nomi-
nate.” More: “An unsentimental analysis of
the cold, hard numbers ... should inform
what we decide and whom we nominate.”
And those show that Biden means disas-
ter: What had been swing states are falling

into Trump’s column, while Politico reports
that New York is a “battleground” state
thanks to Joe’s plummeting polls.

That is: Biden threatened to destroy the
party if he’s pushed, but smart Democrats
are seeing “cold, hard numbers” showing
he’ll destroy it if he stays.

What candidate in a tight race wants to
have to claim the top of the ticket is just fine,
when all the voters can see that he’s not?
You either tell the truth and outrage the
base, or lie and outrage everyone else.

Meanwhile, Sen. Bernie Sanders and AOC
stand with Joe — because their seats are
safe, and a Biden humiliation may hand the
party over to progressives (who grew by
leaps and bounds in the first Trump term).

Yet the numbers for most Dems will keep
getting worse, since Biden can only reverse
them by proving he’s truly fit: give up Tele-
PrompTers and pre-taped interviews, do a
barnstorm tour of speeches and live Q&As
— and commit to public release of the re-
sults of a major medical cognitive test.

That he’s done none of that since his col-
lapse on the debate stage is damning: He (or
his handlers) know he doesn’t dare.

Biden hopes to bluff this out, just as he
summed up his disastrous Afghan bugout as
a “tremendous success.” But Pelosi’s made it
plain: His fellow Democrats will keep push-
ing ever-harder for Joe “to decide” until he
gives them the decision they truly want.

Iran’s Protest Ploy

America. Director of National Intelligence

Avril Haines confirmed it Tuesday: “Ira-
nian government actors have sought to op-
portunistically take advantage of ongoing
protests regarding the war in Gaza.” People
“tied to Iran’s government” are “posing as
activists online, seeking to encourage pro-
tests and even providing financial support
to protesters.” Yes: funding demonstrations.

Most of the useful idiots railing against Is-
rael (and America!) on our streets and cam-
puses won'’t realize they’re being manipu-
lated, she notes. Iran’s goal: to “stoke dis-
cord and undermine confidence in our dem-
ocratic institutions.”

And undermine Israel: These demos have
moved President Biden to offer sympathy for
the protesters and denounce (nonexistent)

Iran is boosting anti-Israel protests in

Israeli “excesses,” and even to slow the sup-
ply of arms to the beleaguered Jewish state.

Tehran’s shadow war complements its
proxies’ actions on the ground, such as their
strikes on our bases in the Middle East, kill-
ing three US soldiers in January — attacks
the prez has hesitated to answer with the
devastating response they deserve.

No, the administration insists Tehran can
play a positive role in the region. Biden has
worked to protect Iran — demanding, for ex-
ample, Israel not retaliate after Tehran
launched 300+ missiles and attack drones
directly at it. And in the years before that, he
rolled back sanctions on Iran, allowing bil-
lions to fund its terror pawns.

Has the prez heard this ugly truth from his
top spy? If so, what must Iran do to get him
to treat it as the enemy it clearly is?

Oh, No — Not Nathan’s!

the political class, the universities and
the media, but woe that it’s come to . ..
Nathan’s Famous Hot Dog Eating Contest.
Since 1972, it’s been a pure and joyous
meritocracy, uniting tourists, locals and fast-
food lovers of all ages to watch men and
women test the limits of the human stomach
by downing as many weenies as they can off
pre-filled plates in 10 short minutes. After
600 seconds, the judges count the plates and
announce the scores.
But now this not-quite-ancient rite has met

A mericans have lost trust in Congress and

with foul play. Or at least Nick Wehry isn’t
contesting that charge: He requested that his
score be adjusted in the face of claims that
this past July 4 competition he pilfered an
empty plate from a fellow competitor, boost-
ing him to 51.75 dogs, putting him over the
coveted 50-mark and into the elite.

Wehry insists he didn’t cheat, but wants
no hint of “impropriety.” If he is as kosher as
the dogs, he can prove it next year.

At least this controversy is dead, and the
contest’s honor redeemed. The decline of
the West has yet to conquer Coney Island.

lefifcrs@nypost.com

Prez’s Weak ABG Interview
Only Added More Doubts

e President Biden’s inter-
view with George Steph-
anopoulos about Joe’s
disastrous debate raised
the question whether
Biden had undergone a
neurological evaluation
(“Prez: 1T was sick and
tired,” July 6).

The question was not
directly answered by
Biden, who said a test
was not required of him.
It is time the Democratic
Party demands such a
test. They need to give
him a prompt date so
they can determine
whether he is fit to serve
a second term.

For a long time the
party’s members, along
with much of the public,
have seen embarrassing
gaffes from the president.

Furthermore, asked if
he had watched the de-
bate, Biden could not de-
finitively answer yes. His
condition is dangerous to
the welfare of our repub-
lic. Matthew Pease

Demarest, NJ

e’'m sure that Stephano-
poulos, as a staunch
Democrat, was hoping
that Biden would some-
how redeem himself
from his debate debacle,
but Biden continued his
litany of bizarre excuses
and unintelligible ram-
blings.

When asked what it
would take for him to
withdraw his candidacy,
Biden said only “if the
Lord Almighty came
down and said, Joe, get
out of the race” would he
step aside.

Well, Joe, the Lord gave
you 81 years — and possi-
bly dementia. He’s telling
you to get out of the race,
but it seems you’re just
not listening.

Jack Kaufman
Naples, Fla.

e This interview was an-
other failure by the main-
stream media. All Steph-
anopoulos had to say was
“Democrats demanded
that former President

THE ISSUE: President Biden's interview with George
Stephanopoulos following the presidential debate.

George Stephanopoulos

Trump take a cognitive
test, and he complied.
Why can’t you take a
test?”

Biden has suffered two
aneurisms in his life —
he should take a neuro-
logical test. Gary Layton

Interlaken, NJ

eIn Biden’s interview, he
said he had “just had a
bad night” during the de-
bate.

Now that he appears
basically nonfunctional
after 9 p.m., he would
have a really bad night if,
say, China invaded Tai-
wan between the hours
of 10 p.m. and 6 a.m.

In the business world,
every paid position has a
detailed job description
and the qualifications
needed to do the job. We
need to update the quali-
fications for the office of
president: You should be
able to pull an all-nighter
every once in a while.

Elinor Hite
Carrollton, Texas

®Nobody has to be a
master chef to know the
ham and eggs are burn-
ing: It’s clear President
Biden isn’t running on all
cylinders. It was only a
matter of time before the
coverup was exposed.
The ABC interview
showed a person in de-
nial of his decline and
therefore his resistance

to undergo testing that
would reveal the true na-
ture of his illness.

Americans may be able
to accept physical limita-
tions, like those of Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt,
who ran the country for
nearly 12 years in a
wheelchair. But mental
deficiencies are another
matter altogether.

Now the intervention
process in underway by
members of his own
party: some concerned
about their own survival,
and others urgently con-
cerned about the coun-
try. We can only hope the
intervention works.

Phil Serpico
Queens

eUnfortunately, Presi-
dent Biden’s denial that
he needs cognitive test-
ing is endangering his
health.

If the Democratic Party
cares about Biden, it
needs to take the deci-
sion of running for office
out of his hands and find
areplacement.

Chris Robertson
Stony Plain, Canada

¢ ABC’s George Stepha-
nopoulos was right to ask
Biden whether he would
take a cognitive test, but
he failed to ask a most
important follow-up.

That would be regard-
ing Biden releasing his
medical records and tests
from the last three years,
instead of the short sum-
maries.

If Biden refused, we
would wonder what he
was hiding. Or a treasure
trove of medical docu-
ments would potentially
become available for ex-
perts to evaluate.

Unfortunately, the pub-
lic will never know
Biden’s true neurological
condition until that hap-
pens. Paul Kamenar

Chevy Chase, Md.
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Shield Your School

How to dodge new trans rules

MAUD
MARON

ADICAL changes to Title IX,

the landmark federal civil

rights law that prohibits dis-

crimination against girls and
women in school sports, are set to
take effect across the country on
Aug. 1. Thanks, Joe Biden!

But the US Department of Edu-
cation can’t enforce its controver-
sial new revisions in schools
where at least one parent belongs
to the 130,000-member Moms for
Liberty advocacy group, a federal
judge has ruled — including some
right here in New York City.

Passed in 1972, Title IX prohibits
discrimination on the basis of sex
and guarantees girls equal sport
opportunities with boys at feder-
ally funded educational institu-
tions from elementary school
through college.

Yet the coming changes champi-
oned by the Biden administration
will grant federal protection to
boys who want to compete in girls’
sports or access girls’ locker rooms
or showers based on their “gender
identity” — and will also make
“misgendering” a fellow student a
civil rights violation.

But, due to an injunction from a

Kansas judge, thousands of schools
across the nation will be exempt —
and all a parent has to do is join
Moms for Liberty before July 15.
Did I mention that membership is
free and you can sign up online?

This is great news for parents
who want fairness for their athlete-
daughters, and for those who want
their kids to be able to speak the
truth about who’s male and who’s
female without getting in trouble at
school. It’s good news, too, for par-
ents who worry about their kids
making a mistake and getting
hounded for a federal civil rights of-
fense — after all, genders can
change fast among teens today.

The Supreme Court case Loper
Bright v. Raimondo, decided in
June, overruled a 40-year rule
known as “Chevron deference”
that directed judges to defer to ad-
ministrative interpretations of am-
biguities in the law. The Kansas
judge who ruled in favor of Moms
for Liberty wasted no time in cit-
ing the brand-new precedent.

On July 2, Judge John Broomes of
the District of Kansas granted an
injunction that stops the imple-
mentation of the new Title IX
changes for all plaintiffs in the
case, including members of three
national organizations. In other
words, because of the Supreme
Court ruling, the Kansas judge did
not have to defer to the US Depart-

Just Say No: Women'’s sports advocates are fighting Biden’s Title IX rewrite.

ment of Education when the feds
tried to “clarify” that the term
“sex” in the text of Title IX actu-
ally means “gender identity.”
Good thing, too: As the judge
pointed out, the department
couldn’t even define “gender iden-
tity.” But anyone who has seen a girl
standing to the side of the winner’s
podium while a boy got her medal
knows what it means: cheating.
Judge Broomes also found that
the government’s new rules likely
violate the First Amendment. He
explained that neither he nor any of
the lawyers in the courtroom could
“offer any possible explanation of
what a parent should tell their child
about the limits of legal speech at

their schools on the topic of gender
identity or sexual orientation” un-
der the new Title IX rules.

“The result is that speech is
chilled because what student
wants to run the risk of being ac-
cused of sex-based harassment and
subjected to an investigation and
potential discipline,” he wrote.

Due to state regulations, New
York City kids must still navigate
the social, legal and educational
minefields of gender identity in our
schools. Our State Education De-
partment has adopted official gui-
dance that calls for almost every-
thing the US Department of Educa-
tion is now enjoined from doing.

But at least students in schools

sebew| A

with Moms for Liberty parents
can’t be threatened with federal
civil rights violations for defying
the new rules — and schools that
comply with Judge Broomes’ deci-
sion can’t lose federal funding for
doing so.

Yet it’s deeply unfair — not to
mention unconstitutional — that
New York students can’t earnestly
say, “Hey, I want to talk about what
the gender identity rules mean for
girls’ sports.” Nor can they truth-
fully say “I don’t think humans can
change their sex” without risking
accusations of discrimination and
school discipline.

It’s certainly “speech-chilling” to
face such consequences, as Judge
Broomes determined. And I know:
After passing a non-binding resolu-
tion seeking to review New York
City’s 2019 guidelines allowing
boys to play girls’ sports in city
schools, the chancellor removed
me from my elected Community
Education Council seat — and 18
local politicians wrote a public let-
ter calling my request “hateful and
discriminatory.” It’s neither.

Parents everywhere should de-
mand that Title IX, a law passed to
prohibit discrimination against girls
in sport, is not rewritten to allow
boys to take records, medals, schol-
arships and opportunities away
from girls. Students who identify as
trans or non-binary should cer-
tainly be welcome and encouraged
to play sports in school, and they
can right now — on teams that align
with their biological sex.

That’s basic fairness — and a ma-
jority of Americans across both
parties agree.

Maud Maron is an NYC public
school parent and president of the
consulting firm ThirdRail.

EURO ELEX WARNINGS FOR REPUBLICANS

HE American right hasn’t been this
giddy since the tears started flowing at
the Javits Center on election night in
2016.

For months, President Biden’s manifold
failures as commander-in-chief have given
Donald Trump an edge in this year’s re-
match between the two.

Their June 27 debate turned Trump into
the prohibitive favorite and raised the pos-
sibility that Biden might be enough of a
drag on his ticket to bring the rest of the
Democratic Party down with him.

But as it begins measuring drapes and
preparing for its likely return to power, the
GOP would be wise to glance across the
pond to take heed of two cautionary tales.

Before Sunday’s legislative election, Na-
tional Rally — France’s populist right-wing
party headlined by the controversial Ma-
rine Le Pen — had champagne on ice after
winning big in the first round of voting.

In the end, though, a leftist coalition ended
up popping that cork: National Rally earned
the most votes, but Jean-Luc Melenchon’s
New Popular Front took the most seats.

Meanwhile the center-right Republicans
— reeling ever since their 2017 presidential

candidate flamed out and allowed Le Pen to
become the de facto leader of the French
right — lost 25 seats.

Despite persistent dissatisfaction with
the status quo in France, Le Pen fails, time
and time again, to deliver the sweeping
electoral victory expected of her.

American conservatives must never
make the same mistake, allowing the unvia-
ble fringe to hijack the GOP from
the center-right coalition that’s
long been at its helm.

In the United States, Trump’s
charisma and lack of ideological
center — as well as the Democrats’
abundant weaknesses — have insulated
him from the charges of extremism that
have attached so firmly to Le Pen.

But if he retakes the presidency unbur-
dened by the need to consider his political
future, he could justify such a tag and do
lasting damage to the Republican brand.

At a recent campaign rally, for example,
Trump praised the “amazing” Laura
Loomer, a bat-guano crazy, “pro-white na-
tionalism” social-media addict who spends
the bulk of her time spreading wild con-
spiracy theories online.

ISAAC
SCHORR

Meanwhile, Steve Bannon — proud plat-
former of the alt-right — still boasts of a
“direct line” to Trump, despite his flameout
during the former president’s first term
and his later scheme to defraud Trump’s
voter base.

And Ohio Sen. ].D. Vance, who once
basked in the glory of The New York
Times’ praise for his 2016 memoir and now
hobnobs with the likes of Bannon
and Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, is
reportedly a finalist in Trump’s
veepstakes.

If these voices are empowered un-
der a Trump redux, the results could
be as devastating as they would be far-
reaching — not only hampering Trump’s
presidency, but also permanently harming
the Republican Party by ruining its claim to
represent the center-right.

“Center-right,” however, also cannot
come to mean “feckless” — as the United
Kingdom’s Conservative Party has come to
define it.

The Tories were wiped out last week by
Keir Starmer’s Labour Party — but not as a
result of the voters’ mass hunger for the
watered-down, utopian socialism Starmer

advocates.

To the contrary, it’s the consequence of
the Tories’ inability to address some of the
major issues that its base has been practi-
cally begging them to for years. Immigra-
tion, in particular, which YouGov polling
found was the second most important issue
to voters just a couple of weeks before
Election Day.

“The reason that we lost the trust of mil-
lions of people across the country is not be-
cause we were too left-wing or right-wing,
or had this slogan or that slogan,” Conserva-
tive MP and ex-Immigration Minister Rob-
ert Jenrick observed after the drubbing.

“But fundamentally because we failed to
deliver on the promises we made to the Brit-
ish public,” he continued, arguing that im-
migration was “at the heart” of their defeat.

Holding together a durable conservative
coalition, as it turns out, is not about ceding
ground to the left, but about being effective
enough to neutralize the far right.

As Republicans prepare to take the reins
again, they’d best bear in mind the lessons
that their European counterparts have
taught them — or risk the same fate.

Isaac Schorr is a staff writer at Mediaite.
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

New $1 Joint-Injection Pill Puts
Surgeons Out Of Work

Studies show active ingredient boosts the same lubricating joint
fluid in just days without expensive injections. Relieves joint
stiffness. Increases joint mobility and freedom.

Joint sufferers are now using a new inexpensive
non-prescription pill called FlexJointPlus instead of
popular needle injections.

The developers of this new pill say it delivers the same
relief molecule as injections in just days. However, it has
some impressive advantages.

First, it's inexpensive and non-prescription. Also,
studies show the active ingredient delivers relief to every
joint in the body because it enters the bloodstream
through the digestive system.

Top doctors have recommended needle injections
in the past because they deliver powerful relief.
Unfortunately, the shots are painful and expensive. They
also only work on the joint being treated.

But initial FlexJointPlus users report greater flexibility
and less stiffness in their knees. Hands and shoulders
move pain-free for the first time in years. Even neck and
lower back pain improve dramatically.

Even upstate New York senior Paul Sansbury says his
knee pain has gone from 8 out of 10 to a two after just 7
days, and no longer needs a cane.

“I needed a left knee replacement, but since using
FlexJointPlus, | have less pain. | can walk...l feel much
comfort...and | ditched my cane. | am 82 years old,” he
says.

BREAKTHROUGH MEDICAL DISCOVERY

Doctors have used joint injections to boost a critical
element of the joint called synovial fluid. This lubricating
fluid is found between the cartilage and bones of every
joint.

Until recently there’s been no way to deliver the “relief
molecule” needed to boost synovial fluid in the body
without a needle.

PROOF THAT IT WORKS: Dr. David Vallance was so astounded
by the clinical results of FlexJointPlus’ active ingredient that he
said; “Based on my 20 years of experience with joint patients,
FlexJointPlus receives my highest recommendation to any
person suffering from joint pain and stiffness.”

But now after years of intensive research, scientists
have discovered a new pill that not only helps boost
synovial fluid in multiple affected joints, but can provide
long-lasting relief from pain by actually delivering this
molecule through the bloodstream.

Many joint pain sufferers see an increase in flexibility
and mobility. Others are able to get back to doing the
things they love.

“My left hip joint was so stiff and painful | could barely
get to sleep at night,”says Amanda Johnson of Chatham,
ON. “but since using FlexJointPlus my pain and stiffness
has been relieved, and | am now able to get a good
night's rest again.’

SCIENTIFICALLY PROVEN RESULTS

A 90 day double-blind clinical study was performed
on 160 joint patients suffering with grade 2 or 3 knee
osteoarthritis for 1-5 years.

The results were published in the Journal of Arthritis
in 2019.

Some participants experienced incredible results,
reducing their knee pain and stiffness by 50% in just
days.

The data also shows that their joint comfort just kept
getting better the entire time they were taking the
active ingredient during the clinical study.

“The active ingredient found in FlexJointPlus has
extensive scientific support and has been tested in
over a dozen well-controlled clinical studies,” says Jesse
Williams, Chief Developer for FlexJointPlus.

“The results of this study revealed that FlexJointPlus
was effective in improving all measured parameters
(joint pain, joint stiffness, activities of daily living and
overall joint function). No serious adverse reactions were
noted in any of the groups,” he added.

The combination of quick relief coupled with
continuing long-term relief is impressive to say the least.

And while no pill works for everyone, during this
clinical trial, every one of the participants that took the
active ingredient found in FlexJointPlus reported an
improvement in their joint comfort.

HOW IT BOOSTS JOINT FLUID

“The latest research shows that as we age, the amount
of synovial fluid in the joints decreases,’ says Christina
Stevens, Medical Researcher for FlexJointPlus.

“Loss of this fluid results in a decrease in cartilage
thickness and increase in friction, which can lead to joint
degeneration and pain.

And now recent studies have shown the active
ingredient found in FlexJointPlus has the unique ability
to help boost this lubricating fluid for powerful joint
relief she added.

NO MORE NEEDLES: New discovery may help people avoid
painful injections like this one. The key joint-relieving molecule in
these injections can now be delivered by taking a new low-cost
pill called FlexJointPlus.

FlexJointPlus’key ingredient is known as NEM.

Clinical studies show NEM contains 4 key
glycosaminoglycans that help boost the production
of joint fluid allowing for effortless motion. It not only
eases pain in the joints, but it also acts as a powerful
lubricant.

“In essence, it can actually ‘turn back the clock’ on
your tired, worn, old joints and help replace them with
healthy, flexible, pain-free, new ones,’ she added.

There have also been no adverse side effects reported
with the use of FlexJointPlus.

This is a bonus for joint sufferers who have been taking
prescriptions that can cause gastric irritation over time.

This seems to be another reason why the release of
this powerful new pill has triggered such a frenzy of
sales.

BACKED BY TOP MEDICAL DOCTORS

“I use FlexJointPlus everyday for my stiff and aching
joints. | also have my wife and daughter taking it
regularly as well," said Dr. Oozeer, G.P. from Windsor, ON

“One of my patients taking FlexJointPlus has
reported a significant decrease in pain when going up
or down stairs, sitting with legs bent for an extended
period of time, and even getting up from a seated
position,” said Dr. Richard Gibson, chiropractor from
Windsor, ON.

“Based on my 20 years of experience with joint patients,
FlexJointPlus receives my highest recommendation to
any person suffering from joint pain and stiffness,” said Dr.
David Vallance, Rheumatologist from Ann Arbor, MI.

SPECIAL DISCOUNT SUPPLY AVAILABLE FOR NEXT
48-HOURS

This is the official release of FlexJointPlus ins New
York. And so, the company is offering a special discount
supply to any person who calls within the next 48-hours.

A Regional Order Hotline has been set up for local
readers to call. This gives everyone an equal chance to
try FlexJointPlus.

Starting at 7:00 am today, the order hotline will be
open for 48-hours. All you have to do is call TOLL FREE
1-800-741-8177.The company will do the rest.

IMPORTANT: Due to FlexJointPlus’ recent media
exposure, phone lines are often busy. If you call, and do
not immediately get through, please be patient and call
back.

Current supplies of FlexJointPlus are limited. So
consumers that don't get through to the order hotline
within the next 48-hours will have to wait until more
inventory is produced. This could take as long as six weeks.

These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration. This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or prevent any disease. NEM?® is a registered trademark of ESM Technologies.




Dow
Jones Up
LI aee 429.39

Avg. 39,721.36

Nasdag
Comp.

18,647.45

BUSINESS

BRIEFS

Dow rebound

The Dow rallied
more than 400 points,
or 1.1%, snapping a two-
day losing streak, as in-
vestors appeared more
confident that interest-
rate cuts are on their
way. The S&P 500 and
Nasdaq again cruised
to records.

Fed pushback

Fed Chair Jerome
Powell, testifying at a
House hearing, said
the central bank will
make interest-rate de-
cisions “when and as”
they are needed, push-
ing back on a sugges-
tion that a September
rate cut could be seen
as a political act before
the election.

Pharma suit

The Federal Trade
Commission is plan-
ning to sue United-
Health, Cigna and CVS
Health over their tac-
tics as middlemen in
negotiating prices for
drugs including insulin.

Costco hike

Costco said it would
hike annual member-
ship fees for the first
time in seven years by
as much as $10 for its
US and Canada cus-
tomers, effective Sept. 1.

Al fashion

Samsung unveiled its
first-ever premium
smartwatch and a smart
ring, heralding its entry
into a niche market that
will include Al features
that are supposed to
help people monitor and
manage their health.

Sources: Reuters, Dow
Jones, AP

OUT IN BLINK OF °EYE’

CBS News prez quits after months amid controversy

By ALEXANDRA STEIGRAD

CBS News president Ingrid Cipri-
an-Matthews — who was accused of
sidelining white journalists and
blocking an acclaimed correspond-
ent’s reporting on the Hunter Biden
laptop — is stepping down at the net-
work, the company said Wednesday.

The controversial boss, who was
named president just last August, is
exiting after she made headlines in
February over the firing of Cather-
ine Herridge, a respected senior in-
vestigative reporter who had been
doggedly covering the Hunter
Biden laptop story for the network.

At the time, media insiders specu-
lated that Herridge’s exit was linked
to her reporting that President Biden
may have kept evidence that he had
foreign business dealings while in of-
fice. Another reason, according to
sources, may have been Herridge’s
role in a 2021 human-resources
probe of Ciprian-Matthews over fa-
voritism and discriminatory hiring
and management practices. CBS and
Herridge declined to comment.

As revealed by an investigation by
The Post in January, Ciprian-Matt-
hews had racked up HR complaints
from staffers over unfair hiring and
management practices, particularly
against white female journalists.
Among those who complained was
Herridge, according to sources.

The shake-up comes during a tu-
multuous period for the network.
CBS News parent company Para-
mount Global recently agreed to
merge with Skydance, a deal that
will enact a $2 billion cost-cutting
blitz. Ahead of the deal, Para-
mount’s co-CEOs are poised to
slash $500 million from the budget.

Still, one insider at the network
said that Ciprian-Matthews’ exit
comes under the “guise of cuts.”

On Wednesday, CBS said Ciprian-
Matthews will move to the role of
senior adviser for coverage of the
2024 presidential election before
leaving the company.

Ciprian-Matthews “will transition
into this new role over the next few
weeks, and we will share more up-
dates soon,” said Wendy McMahon,
president and CEO of CBS’ news,
stations and syndication opera-
tions, in a memo.

A new president of CBS News
was not immediately named.

“The cost cutting gave Wendy the
opportunity to rid herself of In-
grid,” a source close to the network
said, noting that aside from the HR

That was quick

Ingrid Ciprian-Matthews (left) is leaving
CBS News after less than a year at the helm. She’s
been accused of suspiciously firing reporter
Catherine Herridge (below right) — who was dig-
ging into the Hunter Biden (below left) laptop
story, apparently finding links to President Biden.

issues, Ciprian-Matthews was an
“impediment” to McMahon, who is
trying to consolidate the news and
stations divisions.

The Dominican-born exec was the
subject of a Post investigation in Jan-
uary over her allegedly “divisive”
management and hiring practices.

Should be ‘different color’

This included telling Pamela
Browne, a white female journalist
who applied to work at the net-
work, that she would be easier to
hire if she were a “different color.”
Browne didn’t get the job.

In the Hunter Biden laptop con-

troversy, CBS had seized Herridge’s
personal files, which included her
reporting for CBS and legal docu-
ments pertaining to a First Amend-
ment case she has been ensnared in,
and initially refused to return them.

SAG-AFTRA, the union repre-
senting CBS News journalists,
slammed the network — a public
black eye that sources said embar-
rassed McMahon.

The documents were returned,
but the House Judiciary Committee
launched a probe calling on CBS to
provide answers about why it held
the documents, who handled them
and whose decision it was to fire
Herridge.

Follow us on

CNN boss cuts 100 jobs in ‘milestone’

CNN boss Mark Thomp-
son swung the ax Wednes-
day to chop 100 jobs — the
first major round of layoffs
since he took over the
struggling cable channel.

Thompson, who has
mainly tinkered with the
morning lineup since taking

the reins from Chris Licht
last October, attempted to
lay out a new vision for the
third-place network.
“Turning a great news or-
ganization towards the fu-
ture is not a one-day affair,”
Thompson told staff in a
memo, ahead of a town hall

scheduled for later in the
day. “It happens in stages
and over time.”

The new “five-point plan”
will include eliminating 100
jobs — about 3% of the
workforce — as part of an
effort to consolidate news
operations and Dbolster

CNN’s digital business.

Thompson, a former New
York Times and BBC execu-
tive, called the upcoming
changes a “key milestone in
the transformation  of
CNN.”

CNN’s announcement last
month that it will once

again partner with The As-
sociated Press to use its
copy on its website sparked
fears among CNN staffers
of impending layoffs.

A CNN spokesperson had
denied that the AP deal
would lead to job cuts.

Taylor Herzlich
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CBRE takes over running Midtown icon

STEVE
CU0zz0

REALTY CHEC
HE MetLife Building, a
crown jewel asset of the
Grand Central-East Mid-
town office district, is put-

ting all its assets under one own-

ership and management roof, Re-
alty Check has learned.

In a move that surprised indus-
try watchers, CBRE has taken
over the triple crown of office
tower assignments — playing the
role of property manager, asset
manager and leasing agent.

The commercial brokerage and
service firm succeeds Tishman
Speyer’s roles at the Irvine Com-
pany’s 3 million-square-foot
tower, officially at 200 Park Ave.
Tenants got the news in an inter-
nal memo this week.

CBRE will now oversee every-
thing at the iconic skyscraper,
from long- and short-term finan-
cial strategizing to keeping the
floors clean. In addition, CBRE
renewed its 180,000-square-foot
lease into 2037.

The deal marks the end of Tish-
man Speyer’s nearly 20-year in-
vestment in 200 Park Ave., which
it bought in 2005 for $1.7 billion.
It later brought Irvine in as a
joint-venture partner and gradu-
ally reduced its equity to a small
percentage over time.

A Tishman Speyer spokesman
said, “We are immensely proud of
our stewardship and redevelop-
ment of 200 Park Ave. and the
significant returns we achieved
for our investors.

“The Irvine Company informed
us they will be exercising their
contractual right to buy our re-
maining equity and take control
of the property as per our 2014
joint-venture agreement. We are
grateful for their partnership and
wish them all the best for the fu-
ture.”

Irvine owns 54 million square
feet of premium office space na-
tionwide, but 200 Park Ave. is its
only Manhattan commercial
holding. Tenants also in-
clude Metropolitan Life
Insurance Company’s
headquarters and law

200 Park new
lease on ‘Life

Its success is in part due to sus-
tained commitment to moderni-
zation and meeting 21st-
century needs.

Mary Ann Tighe, a
leader of the CBRE

firms Gibson, Dunn nealw (H ) [JH {f ]l leasing team, com-

as well as Winston

mented, “Tishman

& Strawn. F
Confounding pre- Mk

Speyer is a class act.
They spearheaded a

vailing wisdom that
only brand-new, “class
triple-A” properties can
thrive in today’s market, the 62-
year-old tower once known as
the Pan Am Building is 97%
leased.

$200 million upgrade
that brought wonderful
hospitality features to the
building, including major restau-
rants, redesigned lobby and a
health and wellness center.”
She added, “What’s exceptional

about 200 Park Ave. is its scale.
More than 8,000 people come to
work here every day. It’s a crucial
component of the Grand Central
transportation hub.”

Next chapter

The future of 200 Park will in-
clude “a large focus on sustaina-
bility, which is very important to
the Irvine [Company] and to
CBRE,” Tighe added.

Tishman Speyer’s exit made the
management change to CBRE a
logical step, sources said. CBRE
and its predecessor companies,

BZ UBLG 1S0d AN

Insignia/ESG and Edward S. Gor-
don Company, have called 200
Park home for 37 years.

“We’re thrilled to work along-
side Irvine Company to create
the next chapter of the building’s
remarkable history, said CBRE
tristate advisory services presi-
dent Matt Van Buren.

CBRE oversees $144 billion in
commercial assets worldwide.

Asset management is a high-
stakes role that includes both
long-term and day-to-day over-
sight of a property’s cash flow,
capital structure and debt.

scuozzo@nypost.com

M’Soft,
Apple Al
pullback

Microsoft and Apple re-
portedly dropped their
plans to hold observer seats
on OpenAl’s board of di-
rectors — a move that
comes as the Big Tech firms
face a widening antitrust
crackdown in the US and
Europe.

Microsoft, which has com-
mitted $13 billion toward
CEO Sam Altman’s
ChatGPT maker, informed
OpenAl in a letter late Tues-
day that it would give up its
nonvoting board seat effec-
tive immediately, the Finan-
cial Times reported.

Satya Nadella-led Micro-
soft was set to join OpenAlT’s
board after an internal coup
to oust Altman sparked
chaos at the AI firm last fall.
Nadella reportedly played a
key role in talks that eventu-
ally led Altman to return to
his post as part of a total
overhaul of the board.

“Over the past eight
months we have witnessed
significant progress from
the newly formed board and
are confident in the com-
pany’s direction,” Microsoft
wrote in the memo, accord-
ing to Bloomberg. “We no
longer believe our limited
role as an observer is neces-
sary.”

Additionally, Apple —
which was set to hold an ob-
server seat after inking a
deal to bring ChatGPT fea-
tures to its most powerful
iPhones later this year —
will not move forward with
the plan, the outlet
reported. Thomas Barrabi

BMW recall
over airbags

BMW is recalling 394,000
vehicles in the US due to
faulty airbag inflators that
could potentially cause se-
rious or fatal injuries, the
National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration said
Wednesday.

An airbag inflator could
explode, sending poten-
tially deadly sharp metal
fragments flying and strik-
ing the driver or others in
the vehicle, NHTSA said.

The recall includes cer-
tain BMW 3 Series sedans
and sports wagons from the
model years 2006 to
2012. Reuters




BILL HWANG
Manipulated stock prices.

Archegos

hig guilty
in fraud

Bill Hwang, the founder of
Archegos Capital Manage-
ment, was convicted
Wednesday of manipulating
stock prices and defrauding
banks in a scheme that
minted him a multibillion-
dollar fortune before his firm
collapsed in March 2021.

Federal prosecutors in the
Manhattan US Attorney’s
Office accused Hwang, 60,
of misleading banks to bor-
row billions in an effort to
drive up prices of a handful
of media and tech stocks in
Archegos’ portfolio.

“That’s what it meant to
run Archegos,” Assistant
US  Attorney  Andrew
Thomas said in a New York
courtroom on Monday.
“Lying was part of the job.”

Hwang’s lawyers argued
his trading instructions were
legal and didn’t amount to
market manipulation.

Hwang was convicted on
10 of 11 criminal counts,
while Patrick Halligan, Ar-
chegos’ finance chief and
co-defendant, was found
guilty on all three counts he
faced.

The men face maximum
20-year prison sentences on
each charge for which they
were convicted. Dow Jones

Musk win in suit
by fired workers

Elon Musk emerged vic-
torious after a San Fran-
cisco federal judge sided
with him in a lawsuit
brought by thousands of
laid-off employees of X who
claimed the billionaire mo-
gul stiffed them on
$500 million worth of sev-
erance payments.

Musk, who purchased
Twitter for $44 billion in
late 2022, cut most of the
company’s staff — prompt-
ing the laid-off employees
to file several lawsuits.

Ariel Zilber

By THOMAS BARRABI

Shari Redstone, Barry
Diller and Jeff Bezos and
his fiancée Lauren San-
chez were among those
fueling the gossip mill as
Allen & Co’s “summer
camp for billionaires”
kicked off in Sun Valley,
Idaho, on Wednesday.

GAMP BILLIONAIRE

Couples (and a deal) spur early Sun Valley gossip

No small potatoes

High-roller couples at the
annual Allen & Co. “summer
camp for billionaires” in
Idaho include Lauren
Sanchez and Jeff Bezos
(right). Shari Redstone
(below), with a pending

Redstone’s deal to merge
Paramount with David El-
lison’s Skydance Media was
the big story as business
bigwigs gathered for the
first full day of festivities at
the swanky ski resort.

The agreement an-
nounced Monday includes
a “go shop” provision that
gives Redstone 45 days to
entertain outside offers.

Diller, the 82-year-old
chairman of IAC, was re-
portedly considering a bid
for Paramount as recently
as last week — and hinted
that he hasn’t ruled out the
possibility.

The 45-day window is a
“lifetime” in the business
world, a coy Diller told re-
porters while walking the
grounds with his wife,
fashion designer Diane
von Furstenberg, accord-
ing to Bloomberg News.

merger deal for Paramount,
inadvertently flashed her
“status” for all to see.

slaney

‘Good’ loser

Meanwhile, Warner
Bros. Discovery CEO Da-
vid Zaslav — reportedly an
early bidder for Para-
mount who dropped out of
the process — cryptically
replied to questions on the
Paramount-Skydance deal
upon his arrival at the re-
sort, calling it “good for
the industry.”

mination of months of ne-
gotiations about Para-
mount’s future. Notably,
Paramount would have to
pay a $400 million
breakup fee if it receives
another offer and Sky-
dance opts out.

Redstone, who wore a
pink fleece and sunglasses
on her first day at Sun Val-
ley, was spotted with a
large coffee in hand,
though she gave no hint as

field offers at the notori-
ously secretive event.

Packing heavy

The media heiress inad-
vertently gave photogra-
phers a glimpse of her wal-
let at one point, revealing
what appeared to be
American Express gold
and platinum credit cards
in addition to her Connec-
ticut driver’s license.

founder Bezos was seen
walking hand-in-hand with
Sanchez, while super-
model Karlie Kloss and her
husband, Thrive Capital
boss Josh Kushner, were
seen exchanging a smile.

Sheryl Sandberg, another
Sun Valley regular, held
hands with her husband,
Tom Bernthal.

Greg Abel, chairman and
CEO of Berkshire Hatha-
way Energy and the heir

fett, was snapped walking
with his wife while the
elderly “Oracle of Omaha”
sits out the conference.
Zaslav briefly held court
with reporters upon arrival
at the lodge a day earlier,
expressing hopes for a
business-friendly president.
“We just need an oppor-
tunity for deregulation, so
companies can consolidate
and do what we need to to
be even better,” Zaslav said.

The deal marked the cul-

to whether she intended to

Elsewhere,

Amazon

apparent to Warren Buf-

tbarrabi@nypost.com

Sens. agree on stock-trade han

A bipartisan group of senators on
Wednesday struck a deal on new
legislation that bans members of
Congress from trading stock.

Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Mo.) joined
Democratic Sens. Gary Peters of
Michigan, Jeff Merkley of Oregon
and Jon Ossoff of Georgia in push-
ing the new bill — following a
string of failed efforts to prevent
lawmakers from gaining an alleged

advantage over the general public.
“Congress should not be here to
make a buck,” Hawley said at a Capi-
tol Hill press conference. “There is
no reason why members of Con-
gress ought to be profiting off of the
information that only they get.”
The bill would prohibit members
of Congress, their spouses and their
dependent children, as well as the
president and vice president, from

buying and selling stocks during
their time in office.

It will be introduced later this
month in the Senate Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs
Committee. If passed, it would im-
mediately ban members of Con-
gress from trading stocks and give
them 90 days to sell existing stocks.

Starting in March 2027, the bill
would prohibit representatives’

spouses and dependent children
from trading stocks and require the
president, vice president and mem-
bers of Congress to divest from any
covered investments.

Former House Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi (D-Calif.) — whose husband,
Paul Pelosi, is a millionaire investor
— dropped her opposition to the
trading ban before the 2022 mid-
term elections. Taylor Herzlich
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South dealer
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Opening lead — O K

©2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

“My cousin the Queen of Hearts
brags that her card is supreme,” the
Queen of Diamonds told Alice at the
Mad Hatter’s game. “Big deal. Even a
deuce of clubs can win a trick if clubs
are trumps.”

“Yes,” Alice said in a tone of polite
disbelief. “Surely, losing a trick can be
better than winning one.”

“Deal the cards and I'll show you,”
the Queen sniffed.

When Alice played at four spades,
West, the Hatter, led the king of hearts.
Alice ducked, won the next heart and
saw three more losers: a club and two
diamonds. She drew trumps and led
the A-K and a third club.

The Hatter won and pondered. He had
to break the diamonds to avoid
conceding a ruff-sluff. If he led low,
Alice could succeed by playing low from
dummy. Nor would leading the ten beat
the contract if Alice read the position.

So with a nod to the Queen of
Diamonds, the Hatter led the queen.
Whatever Alice did, she would lose two
diamonds. Down one.

“See what | mean?” the Queen of
Diamonds chortled.

TODAY’S ANSWER

The Post Puzzle Page

Directions: Makea2to7
letter word from the letters
in each row. Add points of
each word using scoring
directions at right. 7 Letter
words get 50 point bonus.
“Blank” used as any letter
have no point value. All the
words are in the Official
SCRABBLE players
Dictionary, 4th Edition.

CORNERING

From the word or phrase above, form AT LEAST 14
five-letter words, without using more than one form
of the same word. For example, drink or drank (not

both).
ANSWERS IN TOMORROW'’S POST
Yesterday’s word:
WORLDLIER
direr droll oiled rower world
dowel dwell older weird
dower idler order wider
drier lowed rider wield
drill lower riled wired

How to play: All the words listed below appear in the puzzle —
horizontally, vertically, diagonally, even backward. Find them
and Circle their letters only. Do not circle the word. The
leftover letters spell the Wonderword.

To solve a Su Doku,
you must put a number
from 110 9, in each

empty box.

Each number must
appear once in each
horizontal row, as well

as in each vertical

column and in each of

the 3-by-3 grids.

Impossible? Not once
you get the hang of it.

Tips and in depth
strategies at

www.SudokuWiki.org

| S

NYPOST.COM/GAMES
Solutions on Page 40

© Syndicated Puzzles

Very Easy #6,606

ifficult #6

[ITE4 Crosswond

Across
1 Satisfied sounds
5 Comforting text during a bad
storm, say
11 Popeyes rival
14 Political coalition
15 Econ. figure used to highlight
income inequality
16 Every last one
17 *Totally falls apart
19 20-20, say
20 Surgical tube
21 “Deal”
22 Offshore
23 Radiate happiness
25 *Floating lunar particles
27 Hollywood VIP
30 Doc’s order
31 Bygone space station
32 Wine category
35 Breakaway groups
39 *Gravity powered nourishment
43 Anesthetic of old
44 Praise
45 Musician Yoko
46 Debtor’s letters
48 Words on some missing posters
51 *Tips to the next dollar, say
56 Wolfe of fiction
57 Professionals who work from
home about a quarter of the time?
58 Asian language
60 Channels of communication
63“__meguess...”
64 Audio technique, or a feature of
the answers to the starred clues
66 “Me” problem
67 Terrarium pet
68 “Night” author Wiesel
69 __ Juan, Puerto Rico
70 Wipes
71 Related groups

Down
1 Building blocks
2 Bushels
3 Residential delivery?
4 Act divisions
5 Critical hosp. area
6 Department store department
7 Genesis city
8 Speed skater Ohno
9 Swifties, e.g.
10 Word with public or private

23

11 Fried Japanese cutlet

12 Takes a high way

13 Spiked shoe

18 Saves or assists

22 Said more

24 Griffin who created “Jeopardy!”
26 Loch __ monster

27 Québec pal

28 __ roller

29 Instagram video

33 23andMe material

34 Genre for Otis Redding

36 Predator with powerful jaws
37 Lifford of “Queen Sugar”

38Ad

40 Bridle straps

41 Former Yank who’s now part
owner of the Timberwolves

42 Japanese noodle

47 American leg of a concert series
49 Frozen Four game

50 “Jurassic Park” dinos

51 Principles

52 Last Greek letter

53 Supermodel Kate

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER
(C) 2024 Tribune Media Services
54 Saldafia’s “Star Trek” role
55 Slacks
59 Run in neutral
61 Still fighting
62 Grows older
64 Sault __ Marie
65 Month, in Mexico
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EMPLOYMENT

NOTICES

NEED EXTRA MONEY
TO PAY FOR BILLS?
VACATION?
SAVINGS?

- Must have a reliable vehicle

Part Time - Early AM | Easy and Fun!
Newspaper Delivery Drivers Wanted

Be your own boss! Deliver newspapers close to home for just a couple of hours
each day and make over $1000.00 monthly... plus bonus... Really!

- Just a few hours each morning
-7 days (or less) ... done by 6am!

Start making $$$ tonight! Routes available near where you live!!!
BROOKLYN, BRONX, QUEENS
To Apply - Text: “PCFCASH"
617-207-6350 or Call 1-800-515-8000

Walk-ins Welcome 2 am - 4 am

909 Essex St., Brooklyn NY 11208
4220 Vireo Ave, Bronx NY 10470
48-02 31st Place Long Island City NY 11101

M CAREERS PLACE AN AD

Email:
clloyd@nypost.com

DEADLINES

Monday: Friday 2:30PM

Mon @Work: Friday 2:30PM
Tuesday: Monday 2:30PM
Wednesday: Tuesday 2:30PM
Thursday: Wednesday 2:30PM

Il CAREER
TRAINING

Il BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

[ FINANCIAL

SERVICES

B REAL ESTATE
SERVICES

@ MERCHANDISE
FOR SALE

M PETS
M AUTOMOTIVE

M LEGAL &
PUBLIC NOTICE

Friday: Thursday 2:30PM
Saturday: Friday 2:30PM
Sunday: Friday 2:30PM

PAYMENTS
We Accept

Visa, Mastercard,
American Express,
checks and money orders

The New York Post reserves the right to
edit, reclassify, reject or cancel an ad at
any time. We can only give appropriate
credit, not to exceed the cost of the ad, for
one insertion. We are not liable for com-
plete omissions. Any discrepancies must
be brought to our attention within 30 days
of the first day the ad runs, in order to
receive consideration for credit.

BUYING BASEBALL CARDS
And All Other Sports Cards,
Cert. Memorabilia & Graded

Vintage Cards. Prefer Pre-1980

Paying Top Dollar $$$
small or large collections
Call Henry 917-273-2353

NOTICES

Boldyn Networks Infrastructure US
LLC is proposing to construct a
32.5ft metal pole
telecommunications tower facility
located at 445 5th Avenue, New
York, New York County, New York
10016 (40 45 6.1164N; 73 58
55.4082W). Any interested party
wishing to submit comments
regarding the potential effects the
proposed facility may have on any
historic property may do so by
sending comments to: Project
016683-PR, EBI Consulting, 21 B
Street, Burlington, MA 01803, at
(781) 418-2314, or at
citybridgelink5g@ebiconsulting.com

Looking For A New
Check Out Your Options in the
0 15y
Career Training Listings

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
CO-OP APARTMENT

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that pursuant to Article 9 of the Uniform
Commercial Code, STEPHAN G. MARCELIN, Auctioneer, JOHN
WILLIAM O’KEEFE, Auctioneer, RICHARD J. CANTWELL, Auctioneer or
TERENCE GEE, Auctioneer, will sell at public auction with reserve to
the highest bidder, at the Portico of the New York County
Courthouse, 60 Centre St, New York, NY 10007, at 1:30 PM on July 31,
2024, security consisting of 250 shares of 536 WEST 163RD STREET
HDFC,, in the name of FRANKLIN RODRIGUEZ AND TRAVIS HUDON,
and all right, title and interest in and to a Proprietary Lease for
Cooperative, located in a building known as and by the street
address 536 WEST 163RD, APT 3D, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10032,
between FRANKLIN RODRIGUEZ AND TRAVIS HUDON as Lessee, and
536 WEST 163RD STREET HDFC,, as Lessor.

This sale is held to satisfy an indebtedness of the unpaid principal
balance, interest, attorney fees and advances through July 31, 2024,
and to enforce the rights of U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS
OWNER TRUSTEE FOR RCF2 ACQUISITION TRUST (the "Secured
Party"), arising under a Security Agreement dated July 13, 2012,
executed by and between FRANKLIN RODRIGUEZ AND TRAVIS
HUDON and JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, N.A. The Secured Party
reserves the right to bid.

536 West 163rd Street HDFC is a low-income cooperative
corporation. Under the regulatory agreement with The City of
New York by Department of Housing Preservation and Housing
Development, the unit can only be sold to low-income _individual

and there is a thirty percent (30%) flip tax that is payable to the
cooperative on any sale of this unit.

The Co-op Apartment will be sold "AS IS", subject to open common
charges, and possession is to be obtained by the purchaser.
DATED: July 1, 2024 Knuckles & Manfro, LLP
Attorneys for SECURED PARTY
120 White Plains Road
Suite 215
Tarrytown, NY 10591
(914) 345-3020

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
CO-OP APARTMENT

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that pursuant to Article 9 of the Uniform
Commercial Code, STEPHAN G. MARCELIN, Auctioneer, JOHN
WILLIAM O’KEEFE, Auctioneer, RICHARD J. CANTWELL, Auctioneer or
TERENCE GEE, Auctioneer, will sell at public auction with reserve to
the highest bidder, at the Portico of the New York County
Courthouse, 60 Centre St, New York, NY 10007, at 1:30 PM on July 17,
2024, security consisting of 75 shares of 854 WEST 181 CORP,, in the
name of MERVIN EUGENE HORST, and all right, title and interest in
and to a Proprietary Lease for Cooperative, located in a building
known as and by the street address 854 WEST 181ST STREET, APT 5G,
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10033, between ESTATE OF MERVIN EUGENE
HORST as Lessee, and 854 WEST 181 CORP., as Lessor.

This sale is held to satisfy an indebtedness of the unpaid principal
balance, interest, attorney fees and advances through July 17, 2024,
and to enforce the rights of US Bank Trust National Association, Not
In Its Individual Capacity But Solely As Owner Trustee For VRMTG
Asset Trust (the "Secured Party"), arising under a Security Agreement
dated May 30, 2007, executed by and between MERVIN EUGENE
HORST and BANK OF AMERICA, N.A. The Secured Party reserves the
right to bid.

The Co-op Apartment will be sold "AS IS", subject to open common
charges, and possession is to be obtained by the purchaser.

DATED: June 17,2024
Knuckles & Manfro, LLP
Attorneys for SECURED PARTY
120 White Plains Road
Suite 215
Tarrytown, NY 10591
(914) 345-3020

NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICE OF SALE
OF COOPERATIVE
APARTMENT SECURITY
BY VIRTUE OF A DEFAULT

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE: By
virtue of a default under a
Security  Agreement  dated
December 02, 2010, executed
by Stanley B. Aronowitz
(“Debtor”), as assigned to
CitiMortgage, Inc. (“Secured
Party”), said Secured Party, by

Auctioneer(s): John  William
O'Keefe, Terence Gee or
Stephan  G. Marcelin,  will

conduct a public sale of the
security consisting of 399 shares
of stock of 244 Madison Realty
Corp. (“Corporation”), and all
right, title, and interest in and to
a Proprietary Lease between
said Corporation and Debtor for
the apartment known as 244
Madison Avenue, Apt 10A,
New York, NY 10016, together
with all fixtures and articles of
personal property now or
hereafter affixed to or used in
connection with said apartment
on July 17, 2024 at 1:00 PM, at
the Portico of the New York
County Courthouse, 60 Centre
St, New York, NY 10007, in
satisfaction of an indebtedness
in the unpaid principal amount
of $314,100.94, plus interest,
late fees, attorney fees,
maintenance in arrears, and all
other advanced charges.

The apartment is sold "AS IS"
AND POSSESSION TO BE
OBTAINED BY THE PURCHASER.
Said sale is subject to residency
requirements of the
Corporation, payment of all
sums due, if any, to 244
Madison Realty Corp., and the
consent if necessary, of said
Corporation; any existing
tenancy; payment of all
expenses and fees of the
secured party with respect
thereto; terms of sale and
auctioneer’s fees; flip-tax; State,
City, and County transfer tax.
The Secured Party reserves the
right to bid.

Terms: an official bank or
certified check made payable to
Stern & Eisenberg, P.C., as
attorneys for the Secured Party
for ten (10%) percent of price
bid. No cash accepted. Balance
shall be due within thirty (30)
days.

ATTORNEYS FOR SECURED
PARTY:
Stern & Eisenberg, P.C.
20 Commerce Drive, Suite 230,
Cranford, NJ 07016, and
1131 Route 55, Suite 1,
Lagrangeville, NY 12540
P.516-630-0288
F.732-726-8719
Dated: June 17,2024

Firm File No. NY202300000088-1

The annual return of Jenjo
Foundation for the calendar
year ended December 31, 2023
is available at its principal office
located at The Alda Office at the
Yard 109 Grand Street Croton-
on-Hudson, NY 10520 for
inspection during regular
business hours by any citizen
who requests it within 180 days
hereof.  Principal Manager of
the Foundation is Alan Alda.

Boldyn Networks Infrastructure US
LLC is proposing to construct a 32.
5ft metal pole telecommunications
tower facility located near 8 SPRUCE
STREET, New York, New York County,
New York 10038 (40 42 37.98N; 74 0
20.4942W). Any interested party
wishing to submit comments re-
garding the potential effects the
proposed facility may have on any
historic property may do so by send-
ing comments to: Project 016602-PR,
EBI Consulting, 21 B Street, Burling-
ton, MA 01803, at (785)760-5938, or
at citybridgelink5g@ebiconsulting.
com.

Boldyn Networks Infrastructure US
LLC 'is proposing to construct a
32.28ft metal pole
telecommunications tower facility
located at 88 PINE STREET, New York,
New York County, New York 10005
(40 42 22.1682N; 74 0 22.1682W).
Any interested party wishing to
submit comments regarding the
potential effects the proposed
facility may have on any historic
property may do so by sending
comments to: Project 016339-PR, EBI
Consulting, 21 B Street, Burlington,
MA 01803, at (781) 418-2314, or at
citybridgelink5g@ebiconsulting.com

Boldyn Networks Infrastructure US
LLC is proposing to construct a
32.5ft metal pole
telecommunications tower facility
located near 66 Harrison Street, New
York, New York County, NY 10013
(40 43 8.5512N; 74 0 42.0258W). Any
interested party wishing to submit
comments regarding the potential
effects the proposed facility may
have on any historic property may
do so by sending comments to:
Project 016604-PR, EBI Consulting,
21 B Street, Burlington, MA 01803, at
(781) 418-2314, or at
citybridgelink5g@ebiconsulting.com

Want it sold?
Sell it in the

o VEW (ORKPUSTes
Classifieds

Email clloyd@nypost.com

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
A LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY
Notice of Formation of Barefoot
Bobcat Services LLC. Articles
of Organization filed with
Secretary of State of NY
(SSNY) on 04/15/2024. Office
location: Livingston County.
SSNY designated as agent of
Limited Liability Company (LLC)
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY should
mail process to Samantha
Barefoot: 375 Park PI
Caledonia, NY 14423. Purpose:

Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
A LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY
Notice of Formation of
Thesaurusaurus Records LLC.
Articles of Organization filed
with Secretary of State of NY
(SSNY) on 05/02/2024. Office
location: Nassau County. SSNY
designated as agent of Limited
Liability Company (LLC) upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY should mail
process to Manowitz and
Company, LLP: 300 Garden
City Plaza Ste 326, Garden
City, NY 11530. Purpose: Any

lawful purpose.

PET PLACE

MALTESE PUPPIES
Adorable males and females, toy or
teacup sizes, shots and papers.
Call 718-306-4136

SHIH-TZU PUPPIES
Beautiful Males & Females
Price to $ell
Call 718-306-4136

YORKIE PUPPIES
ADORABLE, pure bred,
toy & teacup sizes.
Call 718-306-4136
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O A CANCER

<9 (June 22-July 23)

As Venus moves into the money
area of your chart today you may
be tempted to go on a spree but
if you do you will regret it over
the weekend when you have to
watch the pennies while your
friends and colleagues are
having lots of fun.

dlly Brompton

Daily Horoscope

DISCOVER MORE ABOUT YOURSELF AND WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS AT

SALLYBROMPTON.COM

) LIBRA

— (Sept. 24-0Oct. 23)

Do whatever it takes (within
reason) to stay on the good side
of people in positions of
authority. If you show willing

and if they do you must come
down on them quickly and hard.
You may be a nice guy by nature
but that is not an invitation for
others to take advantage of your
generous nature.

than gossip about who said this
and who said that.

PISCES
(Feb. 20-Mar. 20)
Don't rock the boat or say things

The more someone appeals to
your sense of duty the more you
should be on your guard. Almost
certainly their ultimate aim is to
get you doing all the hard stuff
while they sit back and take it
easy. You must not let that
happen.

GEMINI
(May 22-June 21)

LEO and make more of an effort than you know won't go down well When dealing with people in
(July 24-Aug. 23) your colleagues they will make a CAPRICORN on the work front. Saturn in positions of power it will pay
By all means focus on your work  note of it and maybe even (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20) your sign warns that your rivals you to be less trusting than you

today but schedule some down
time too. The influence of Venus
in your sign over the next few
weeks means you will do better
in all areas, not just socially and
romantically, if you adopt a
more easygoing outlook on life.

VIRGO

(Aug. 24-Sept. 23)
If someone you work or do
business with throws their
weight around today you must
not get angry - just turn your

back and walk away. They will SAGITTARIUS most important thing now is admire so much. while. All work and no play
soon realize how important you (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21) harmony both at home and at may be a recipe for success
are to their plans and come Someone you work alongside work, because there are more TAURUS but not for happiness.
running after you full of regret. may try to take liberties today important things to worry about (April 21-May 21)

promote you in the near future.

SCORPIO

(Oct. 24-Nov. 22)
If a friend or relative tells you
something you don't want to
hear today that's too bad - you
need to be made aware of what's
really going on, because if you
carry on walking round with
your eyes shut you could end up
bumping into something that
hurts!

A clash of egos is likely today
but with a little goodwill it can
be stopped from degenerating
into an unseemly fight. The fact
is you are both on the same side
and should be directing your
energy and anger at those who
would do you both harm.

A AQUARIUS

W (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)

You may need to soothe
someone who seems to believe
you have it in for them. The

are as aware of your failings as
you are of theirs and are itching
for an excuse to draw attention
to them.

ARIES

(March 21-April 20)
Stop trying to be perfect and just
be yourself. As Venus moves
into the most dynamic area of
your chart today you don't need
to put on an act, because the
world wants to see the real you,
the you they have come to

usually are. Saturn in the career
area of your chart is going
through one of its retrograde
phases, which means you need
to keep your guard up 24 hours a

day.

BIRTHDAY THURSDAY
A Sun-Saturn link on your
birthday will endow you
with the self-discipline you
need to get important
things done but don't forget
to lightenup onceina
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Friday a § New York Tides ~ TODAY TOMORROW
Peekskill + High Tide for 1st 2nd 1st 2nd
[ W 88/67 -l e Coney Island 12:42p - 12:38a 1:25p
- ) Sussex v . e b .ﬁ Fire Island 12:04a 12:34p 12:44a 1:17p
-ﬁ( Bridgeport
A 85/64 White Plains  stamford 89/71 Montauk Hempstead 3:26a  3:57p 4:09a 4:39p
Today: Periods Tomorrow: 88/68 @ 89/70 Riverhead “%\ 8270 @ + Huntington 332 4:01p 4182 4:46p
of clouds and Heavy t-storms; Q ) iverhea % Jones Inlet 12:26p  --- 12:22a 1:09p
T St a T Paterson g Huntington 85/70 Southambt Montauk Point  1:24a 2:00p 2:10a 2:48p
oo HighgltogT. 91/70 @ . o 89/71 Q outhamipton Port Washington 3:21a 3:54p 4:05a  4:36p
. 9 . Newark ';: - Gi(l:[(tlen ‘- ::.‘»' I—‘f ; ‘- 81/70 F t d Sandy Hook 12:46p i 12:423 1:29p
. | - orecasts an N .
Tonight: A Tomorrow P 92/75 Q 88 /7y1 a =l 2 7‘&( graphics provided by Regional cities TODAY TOMORROW
t-storm around night: Showers R 'Y LaG Q Deer Park d AccuWeather.com ©2024 Albany 86/67/t 87/69/c
late. Low 71to 77. and a heavier ~_— 88/73 87/11 Danbury 89/68/pc 85/72/t
t-storm. Low 69 I Sun and Moon Glens Falls 83/66/t 83/62/c
Saturd to 75.s § - T 88/73 2 1ong Beach Sunrise today .... . ﬁirn:z:::gton gfggﬁﬁ ggﬁgﬁ
aturaay unday 82/72 Sunset tonight .. . Liberty 77/60/pc 79/65/t
At-storm; ; Mostly Q Sandy Hook Moonrise today . Monticello 77/59/pc 79/65/t
humid. High = - sunny.High ¢ 87/74 Moonset today . Newburgh 88/66/pc 87/10/t
85t091. U 89tod. o . Forecast data is current as of 6 Fi I Poughkeepsie 88/66/pc 86/69/t
e p.m. yesterday. Temperatures are irst Fu Last New -
Evening Evening - Asbury Park today’s highs and tonight’s lows. g?ratggg Springs gg;gyt g%ggﬁ
Mainly clear. Low 72 Mainly clear. Low 73 88 /72y Q Weather (W): s-sunny, pe-partly cloudy, To'r?i'I.gsmIIrg 89/66/32 86/69/t
t°I78' to7s. o c-tcloudy, fsh-shov%rlers,_ r-rain, t-thunder- | | | Syracuse 78/66/t 84/65/s
anasquan storms, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice July 13 July 21 July 27 Aug 4
Almanac 89/72 e y y y g World cities TODAY TOMORROW
YESTERDAY'S CONDITIONS AT CENTRAL PARK THROUGH 6PM . . pSeatte Thursday, July 11,2024 . Athens 97/78/s 98/78/s
Temperature Toms River > ey TP S Baghdad 120/90/pc 119/90/pc
High: 91, Low: 79, Mean: 85 92/71 ) = Beijing 98/74/pc 91/73/t
Departure from Normal e : T'5t°':"f5 — Berlin 79/62/sh 82/64/t
Yesterday: +8 degrees A 2 € call;';} 103/81/s 102/80/;
Precipitation 2 ,.!A: Flurries [ ~ & Dublin 63/48/c 63/51/s
. 0 0" . 010" A snow [ | Geneva 85/64/t 75/58/t
Yesterday: 0.00”, Month: 0.19”, £ Hong Kong 92/84/sh 93/84/t
Year: 25.87”, Normal year to date: 25.14” Long Beach leep v Jerusalem 94/72/5 94/72/s
Cooling Degree days yesterday............. 84/71 Kabul 92/64/s 91/65/s
Total for the month (normal).. e London 73/55/pc 65/52/c
Total since Jan. 1 (normal Madrid 96/67/s 92/65/5
Last yezr to date...... Al ‘/ﬁ Fronts Mexico City 72/57/sh 75/56/sh
ﬂsﬁ:‘:i“exe{fémgg 3 cold v~ | Montreal 76/66/r 83/65/s
Humidity (at noon @ Atlantic City Shown are noon positonsof . Warm a-a-a- ya‘:?: ow %ggﬁc ggﬁgiﬁ
AIR QUALITY 90/73 Tomporine bt b ot e . Stationary & | Rig de Janeiro 78/71/c 78/70/c
Pollen: Low Predominant pollen: Trees e Ocean City day. Forecfast hllgfglc&wttemveratures NS Rome 93/68/s 89/69/s
AQI rating: (for ThU.) ....oeveeennnenns Moderate 85/72 are given for seected cities Sydney 65/50/pc 65/53/c
[-10s [ -0s [ os [ 10s [ 20s I s I a0s I 50s I s I 7os | 05 I 90s [ 100s [[110s]] | Tokyo 87/76/sh 79/72/sh




NEW YORK POST AGTION

Post Time: 1:10 p.m. Lock of Aspen Grove (2nd)
voangilosi@nypost com a'a o ga Analysis by Vic Cangialosi _the Day
-
11/8 miles; $50,000; cl m($20,000); 4up SCRAPPY makes dirt debut after running 3rd on grass. Casse adds 13 Crushed Ice(L),125 J Leparoux 1-1-9 Quartarolo 6-1

And they're off at Saratoga! Eleven races on opening day including
the Schuylerville...In the opener EMPTY TOMB movers lower 2nd off the
layoff for Falcone. 0 for 9 at this distance but wired 40k claimers moving a
mile in March. | AM THE LAW was 3rd best racing for 50k. He's 1 for 8 at
this distance. The W earned in 2022. GUT FEELING is 0 for 6 at this distance.
Ran 4th twice at Aqueduct. Exotics value. PEOPLE FORCE enters off back-
to-back wins at Gulfstream, both at 1 1/16. Contender with J Ortiz up.
ACCIDENTAL HERO loads off a 3rd at the distance.

PN Horse Wt. Jockey Last3 Trainer 0dds
1 Mason Mania(L),120 J Gomez 8-3-2  Quick 12-1
2 Bold Victory(L),118 R Maragh 5-3-8 Rodriguez 20-1
3 Horse Be With You(L),120 _E Cancel 9-1-2 _Englehart 20-1
4 Higher Quality(L),118 T Gaffalione 1-7-6_ Potts 15-1
5 1Amthe Law(L),118 LRivera, Jr 3-5-5 Terranova 31
6 Accidental Hero(L),118 RVazquez 3-2-5  Maker 6-1
7__Empty Tomh(L),118 JTorres 10-8-2 Falcone 9-2
8 Rocco Strong(L),120 KCarmouche  7-5-8 Giangiulio 4-1
9 People Force(L),120 J Ortiz 1-1-5  David 8-1
10 Gut Feeling(L),118 D Davis 4-4-1 Rodriguez 15-1
11 BossmakinbossmovesL,120 FPrat 7-6-1 Morley 10-1

13/8 miles(T); $115,000; alw; 3up(f)

The first turf race of the meet. ASPEN GROVE was 2nd, 3rd, then 7th
tackling graded company. Winner here as Sisterson stretches the Justify
filly longer. Won the Belmont Oaks last summer. AMANDAS FOLLY MTO.
Has 2 wins over the wet. SABALENKA makes 4YO debut. 0 for 7 last year
but 2nd at this distance in a stake which was won by FREYDIS THE RED.
She's 0 for 2 this year. Sabalenka the better value with J Ortiz up. NO
SHOW SAMMY JO is 2 for 3 but never a step longer than a mile.

Last

PN Horse Wt. Jockey 3 Trainer 0dds
2 Rhombique(L),124 J Castellano 1-2-2  Ribaudo 6-1
1 _a-No Show Sammy Jo(L),124 F Prat 1-1-4 Motion 7-2
3 BeYourBest(IRE)(L),122  |Ortiz, Jr 13-4-2 DePaz 31
4 Aspen Grove(IRE)(L),122 T Gaffalione 7-3-2  Sisterson 75
5 Freydis the Red(FR)(L),122 BHernandez 3-7-9  McPeek 5-1
6 Sabalenka(l),122 J Ortiz 7-7-2__Whitworth 15-1
1A a-Avenue Niel(IRE)(L),122 ) Rosario 3-1-3  Clement 7-2
7_Sweetest Princess(L),122 _ LRivera, Jr 4-4-5 Ferraro 50-1
8 Amanda's Folly(L),122 Rider TBA 3-3-56 Rice 2-1
9 Toned Up(L),122 M Franco 5-4-4 Kantarmaci 5-2

6 fur; $45,000; mdn cim($30,000); 3up(f)

Late kick from DREAMING OF CARLI but she was outkicked. Lost by
aneck at 18-1. NEIGH JUDE is the lukewarm fave after a close 3rd and a not
so close 2nd. MISS MAXIMUS moves lower for Norm Casse after getting
outrun twice. Midpack at the Spa last summer. GOING FOR GLORY was 2nd
in front of Neigh Jude then 3rd behind her. And Davis rides the debuting
PUNCH THE CLOCK for Handal.

blinkers. CALL BOB led, stopped badly racing 7/8. Placed 2nd this distance
in January. CRESCENDOS REIN (Baker/Rosario) makes career debut as
well.

14 Shigeko(L),125 5-2-4 Kantarmaci 8-1

1 1/8 miles; $120,000; alw; 4up

M Franco

PN Horse Wt. Jockey Last3 Trainer 0dds - - e -
. . Wide open. FILM STAR makes seasonal debut for Rice. Went 2 for 3
L New VO'rk Scram.Jy(L),IIQ E Prat_ Txx_Casse 31 at this distance last year. The loss was to Zandon in the Woodward. Gets J
2_Stormy's Dreaming(L),119 D Davis 4-5-x_ Baker 101 Ortiz back. BLAZING SEVENS won 2 back, then well back of National
3 Tomacon(L),119 T Gaffalione 3-10-x_Duggan 81 Treasure in the Met Mile. 0 for 2 at this distanc_e. Trained by Chad_Brown
4 Romantic Charmer(U,119 D GrislesRave  8-4-4 _Ferraro 121 Whoalsoenters ARTORIUS. Dozen lengths shy in the Salvatore Mile after
- * - scoring 2 back. 3rd behind Blazing Sevens previously. ROCKET CAN
5 Crescendo's Rein(M),119 _JRosario x-x-x__Baker 6-1 powered off the pace to win at a mile. 4th in the Arkansas Derby lone try at
6 Clancy Fancy(L),124 L Luzzi 7-3-3 _Englehart 20-1 this distance. CLASSIC CATCH stormed down the lane but fell a nose short.
N 2 for 5 at this longer distance.

7_Brown Eyed Cat(L),119 J Castellano X-X-X__Levine 92 PN Horse Wt. Jockey Last3 Trainer odds
8 CallBob(L).124 JTorres 732 Caramoti 61 ) coytethesStars(L),118 IOrtizJr 487 Cox 61
9 Concorde Spirit(L),119 JAlvarado 3-x-x__Mott 6-1 3 Film Star(L),118 JOrtiz 564 Rice 51
10 D C Boy's(M).119 RVazquez XX Levine 01 Artorius,120 FPrat 713 CBrown 81

5 1/2 fur; $80,000; mdn; 2YO(f) 5 Warrior Johny(L),118 J Rosario 3-3-4_ Bauer 10-1

The first 2YO race of the meet. DARE TO BREEZE was 3rd and 1 _a-Laughing Boy(L),120 SCamacho,Jr  8-1-8 Jacobson 15-1
STRONG STATE was 2nd, a 1/2 length better when they debuted at N _
Churchill. Dare to Breeze flashed speed and may be tougher the 2nd time 1A_a-Quality Chic(L),118 R Vazquez 5-4-4 Jacobson 15-1
around. Irad on Strong State. TECA ran evenly for 2nd at 49-1 in her opener 6 Rocket Can(L),120 J Alvarado 1-9-4  Mott 9-2
at Monmouth. Rice gives her more ground; gets Lezcano to ride. MEAN . L ]
EILEEN (Sharp/Saez/Twirling Candy) and WILL NOT BE SWAYED (Cox/ T_Blazing Sevens(L),120 _MPFranco 613 CBrown 12
Prat/War of Will) are live first-timers. 8 Signator(L),118 ) Castellano 6-4-9 McGaughey Il 12-1
BN Horse Wt. Jockey Last3 Trainer _ Odds g cjassiccatch(L),118 IVelazquez __2-4-4 _Pletcher 61
L_Strong State,119 IOrtiz,Jr 2xx_Stall 32 1) yntreated(L),118 LSaez 7-8-4 _Pletcher 12-1
2 Will Not Be Swayed,119 F Prat X-X-X__Cox 72 B
3 Selectively Sweet, 119 DGrislesRave  x-x-x__Chichakly 20-1 W
4_Episode,119 J0rtiz 3-3-x  D'Angelo 81 The 1st stake of the meet is the Schuylerville. Pletchers CARMENS

X N -~ CANDY JAR surged from off the pace to win her opener. Gets the extra
5_Flaming Glory,119 D Davis 52-x_ Correas 61 fyrlong. Will have to catch COMPLEXION who won her debut wire-to-wire.
6 My Vanilla,119 L Luzzi X-x-X__Ryerson 20-1 WEST MEMORIAL was 5th, WHATINTHELITERAL was 1st and AORAKI was
o ] 2nd in the Astoria. West Memorial won the Kentucky Juvenile previously

T My L"‘d‘_’ Bae,L19 R Santana, Jr Xxx_Atras 121 and offers best value with Franco up. VIGGIEDAL debuted with a W. She's
8 MeanEileen,119 L Saez X-x-x__Sharp 8-1 fast and may dance with Complexion.
9 Tecal19 J Lezcano 2-x-x__Rice 5-1 PN Horse Wt. Jockey Last3 Trainer 0dds
10 Honestly,119 J Castellano X-X-X__Brion 15-1 1 _Aoraki,120 JRosario 2-1-x__ Asmussen 81
11 Mezcalifornia,119 B Hernandez X-X-X__McPeek 12-1 2 West Memorial,122 M Franco 5-1-2  Weaver 20-1
12 Bisa,119 JTorres 6-x-x__Caramori 20-1 3 Sherhini,120 F Geroux 1-x-x__Casse 9-2
13 Dare to Breeze,119 T Gaffalione 3-x-x__Casse 31 4 Slang,120 R Santana, Jr 1-4-x Casse 10-1
14 Mischief Maxey,119 K Carmouche  2-x-x__Servis 121 5 Complexion,120 JVelazquez 1-x-x__Gargan 72
15 Amore Sofia,119 RSilvera xxx Rodriguez  12-1 6 carmen'sCandyJar,120 IOrtiz,Jr 1-x-x_ Pletcher 61
16 Katerina Ristova,119 OHrndzMreno  5-4-6  Chichakly 30-1 7 Dreamgirl,120 L Saez 1xx  Maker 15-1

5 1/2 fur(T); $100,000; alw; 3up(f) 8 Whatintheliteral,122 JCastellano  1-3-5_ Antonucci __ 10-1

SOLIB rallied for 2nd with similar in May. Easy winner, previous pair 9 Long Neck Paula,120 F Prat 1-x-x__Ward 81
on dirt. Rider change to Castellano. SPEIGHTFUL LILY is 2 for 3, all i ; . R
contested over the wet. Choice if we're off turf. PATRIA Up in the final 10 viggiedal, 120 TGaf'f.allone Lx-x Asmussen 92
yards to score at Laurel. Moves higher; Santane at a price. MARCO T and 11 The Queens M G,120 D Davis 7-1-x__Joseph 30-1

WEEKEND RAGS both beat allowance fields at Aqueduct before shipping.

11/16 miles(T); $55,000; mdn clm($40,000); 3up

PN _Horse Wt. Jockey Last3 Trainer odds  Repeatsincards. .
2 OurReward(L).119 ABocachica  7-6-6 B Brown 15, PN Horse Wt Jockey Last3 Trainer Odds KICK A BUCK moves lower for Chad Brown. 4th of 12 this distance.
- 1 ImJust Kiddin(L),122 1 Ortiz, Jr 4-3-7  Kimmel 5.2 HOULTON MTO. SUGAR HOOK drops for Amoss after tiring at Churchill.
1 _a-lalndecente(L),119 JLeparoux 7-9-4 Jimenez Bl oncert (0,120 L Saez 1291 Shar 15,  Gaffalione picks up the mount. BATTLEFIELD PARK ran evenly for 2nd.
3 Neigh Jude(L),124 10rtiz, Jr 2-3-8 Breen 7-2 - t 2 Toner gives him more ground; gets J Ortiz to ride.
4 MissMaximus(L).119 __ RSantanaJr _ 11-85 Casse gy 2Solb(L)122 JCastellano __2-1-1_Morley 41 PN Horse Wt. Jockey Last3 Trainer  Odds
5 Dreaming of Carli(0.124 _ RSilvera 256 Barker ol 4 Mz Big Bucks(L),122 K Carmouche  3-6-5 Nevin 5-1 1 Ghost Prince(L),118 J Leparoux 5-8-x__Quartarolo  50-1
2 Dreaming ot Carli{L), . R
6 Mia Nipotina(L),119 LLuzzi 568 Sells 151 2QueensDancer(l),122 J Davis 664 Dixon 301 2 GetlttoMatthew(L),118 D Davis 6-5-x__Handal 20-1
7 Going for Glory(1).119 | Gomez 322 Donk cp & WeekendRags(L).124 F Prat 1-4-3 Abreu 61 3 vVincita(L),118 BHernandez _ 5-4-7 McPeek 12-1
8 OuttatheCloud(),124  OHrdzMreno 885 _Quick 30 [ MarcoT(L.122 MFranco 1-6-1 Clement 314 Bourbon Outlaw(L).118 JVelazquez  87-3 Hennig 12:1
9 Punchthe Clock(M).119 D Davis xx:x_Handal gy & Patrializ RSantana,Jr 139 Salazar 201 5 gygar Hook().118 TGaffalione __6-3-3_Amoss 81
1A a-La Decente(L),119 JCastellano __3-8x _Jimenez 81 ?0 ;atedSt Eg'.t'llz:;t)z’;za JF \;e'aTZq”—ez ;i‘;’ ’[‘)""r'ey 121 6 _ElAlacran(L),118 JCastellano _ 4-10-11 Morley 151
10 Needed(L),119 JLezcano 724 Rice 51 S“”_ ‘:if IIrL'I o JAIra - o ; ”ggﬂl‘s ; 8'5 7_llSiciliano(L),118 JAvarado 543 Sano 81
11 Widow(L),114 FMartinez __ 11-9-x_Barker 301 1L Speightful Ly, varado oL JAMESBONG__ 59 o parkway(L),124 | Ortiz, Jr 777 Mott 41
12 Bank On Anna(l),122 M Franco 3-6-5 Kantarmaci  12-1 9 Kicka Buck(L).118 WF 642 CB 95
5 1/2 fur(T); $120,000; alw; 4up(f) 13 Mosienko(1),122 RVazquez 425 Jacobson  2-1 ICka BUCkL). rance e LB :
Couple of ladies tag team for Clement and Russell. LADY MIA s fast . . o 10 Battlefield Park(L),124 JOrtiz 2-5-x_ Toner 8-1
and bringfs a modestI 2 ralce w:‘? st{eak from tfhe l|3ig A.hL ShTR%ET(;.ADY 11/16 miles(T); $70,000; alw; 3up(f) 11 Bolt d'Plata(L),124 L Saez 4-3-4 Terranova  15-1
returns after a year long layoff. 0 for 1 on turf; a length shy this distance. A quiet 4th for SILENT MELODY after a wide trip. Abreu gets Prat to . e . )
Won the Jersey Girl on dirt. SHOSHANAH was 2nd in a 100k at Pimlico. Her  ride. JUST MUSIC MTO. Clear 2nd this level on the 4th of July. SIZZLE is 0 12 Caesar's Ghost(L).124 ) Torres 458 Caramori  20-1
1st loss in 4 grass starts. Rebound chance. In light (111) as Martinez rides. for 2 on turf, finishing 3rd in both. 1 for 1 on dirt. The W earned at this 13 Bookworm(L),118 R Vazquez 9-x-x__Giddings 50-1
SHOOTOUTTHELIGHTS is 2 for 4 at the distance. longer distance. Rider change to Gaffalione. ELLE EST FORTE (2 for 23) and 14 Comanche Peak(GB)(L).124 J Gomez 278 Bernardini  15-1
PN Horse Wt. Jockey Last3 Trainer 0dds  MORE MANGO (3 for 33) were both narrowly defeated last out. (GBXL), -
2_lady Milagro(1),118 LRiveraJr __ 7-47 _CMartin g1 PN HorseWt. Jockey Last3 Trainer  Odds 15 Houlton(L).118 Rider TBA 754 Mott 52
3 Shoshanah(L),111 F Martinez 2-1-4 Horlacher g1 L Diamond Status(L),123 J Gomez 7-3-8 CMartin 15-1 16 Always Be Smart(L),118 ) Ortiz 5-3-6 Zito 9-2
4_Runforthe Hills(L),120 ) Ortiz 53-1 Casse 2-1  2_KannonFire(l),123 J Rosario 3-56 Noda 81
1 a-LStreet Lady(L),118 M Franco 3-1-3  Russell 5-1  3_MoreThan Glory(L),123 L Dettori 2-10-7 Lawrence 81 Pmy n’ T”E n‘y
5 Sunday Shoes(L),120 F Prat 11-1-2 Ward 10-1 4 Lakeside Getaway(L),123  JLezcano 4-2-1 Trombetta 5-1
1A _a-Lady Mia(FR)(L),120 __1Ortiz,Jr 1-1-6  Clement 51 5 _SilentMelody(1),125 F Prat 4-4-1 Abreu 6-1 . . .
6 LJ'sEmma(L).118 TGaffalione _ 7-3-8 Kenneally  6-1 6 GrabtheGlory(L),118 JOrtiz 7-1-4_Rice 15-1 We did well to finish in the black during
7_Shootoutthelights(L),118 ) Velazquez  3-2-1 Ward 41  7_Spring Magic(L).123 1 Ortiz, Jr 422 Morey 41 the four-day Belmont Stakes Racing Festival
8 Al That Magic(L),118 L Saez 5-10-3 Demasi g8-1 8 MoreMango(L),123 DGrislesRave  2-6-6 Ferraro 15-1 held at SaratOg?' The 40'day meet may be
9 Bustin Bay(L),120 KCarmouche  2-1-2 Rice 72 9 ElleEstForte(1),123 D Davis 2-7-5 Handal 72 sllghtly_ more d.1ff1cult. .
fur:  mdn: 10 Sizzle(L),120 TGaffalione _ 3-1-3 _Lewis 61 Keeping it simple on opening day. Play
§ fur; 590,000; mdn; 3up 11 Just Music(1),120 JLezcano 2144 Rice 21 $30 to win on Aspen Grove in Race 2.
The BROWN EYED CAT gets the green light from Levine after 12 Miss Fashionista(L).125 LOrtizr 544 Ppletcher 52 — Vic Canglalost

working 5/8 in :59.3. Castellano on the Big Brown colt. NEW YORK

'onkers for Thursday

Post Time: 7:00 p.m.
FIRST: Mile pace; $74,500; N.Y.S.S.
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Lonely Ghost
Chanceoflightning (JStrattn) 5-2-2 6-1
Americanbeachdrem (TBter) 6-2-1 12-1
The Last Martini ~ (SZeron) 4-1-X  3-1
SendItDownSlim (MacDnld) 3-1-1 7-5
ECOND: Mile pace; $20,000; cond
Mom's Point (YGingras) 1-6-3 9-5
Bobby Mcgee  (MKakaley) 1-4-4 7-2
Cervi (MMacDonald) 2-4-4 5-2
Love Trouble (JStratton) 4-2-X 8-1

(JBartlett) 1-2-X  2-1

Chasing Cash  (JBartlett) 5-4-3 15-1
HIRD: Mile trot; $39,000; Invitation
Unevergonnagethis (TButer) 5-3-3  8-1
Keg Stand (Szeron) 5-6-5 6-1
Tachyon (JBartlett) 6-3-1 5-1
NowsTheMoment (McDnld) 3-2-1 6-1
Once In ALifetime(JStratton) 1-4-2 3-1
Incommunicado ~ (DDube) 1-5-3  5-2
Hillexotic (YGingras) 7-1-4 9-2
OURTH: Mile pace; $20,000; cond
Classy Patriot ~ (YGingras) 4-4-X 7-2
Bullvillevalentina  (SZeron) 6-4-6 5-1
Surreal Believer (JStratton) 3-7-4 12-1
Idyllic Walk (TButer) 5-2-X 7-2
Seafood Cc (GBrennan) 3-1-4 9-5
Fashion Terror ~ (JBartlett) 3-1-2 4-1
IFTH: Mile trot; $24,000; cond
The Gruffalo (DDube) 2-6-8 5-2
B Nicking (GBrennan) 8-6-2 6-1
Hand DoverDan  (TButer) 7-2-1 8-1
Top Me Off (JBartlett) 3-1-1 4-1
Warrior One (YGingras) 4-1-7 7-2
LosBallykeelamg (Segelmn) 4-1-1 20-1
Pc Free Wheeling (BHolland) 5-3-2 12-1
PassionatePromise (MKkley) 1-2-1 6-1
IXTH: Mile pace; $20,000; cond
The Perfume (JBartlett) 3-1-1 5-2
MoonshineExpress (MKkley) 4-1-1  4-1
(YGingras) 1-3-5 6-5
CourtsideKaren (MMacDnld) 5-3-3 12-1
Backdoor Cover (JStratton) 7-5-4 20-1
Hanky Panky (JMarohn) 5-2-1 20-1
Baby Bear (PFluet) 1-4-X 8-1
EVENTH: Mile pace; $74,500; N.Y.S.S.
Cowgirl Hanover ~ (SZeron) 1-1-1 6-5
Martini Star (JBartlett) 1-3-1 6-1
BlindDateHanover(MKakley) 1-1-2 7-2
Bronx Mixer (MMacDonald) 2-1-1  3-1
Shes A Streaker (YGingras) 2-1-1 6-1
IGHTH: Mile pace; $20,000; cond
(MKakaley) 8-5-2 12-1
Besta Brynn (RHoughtaling) 3-1-1 7-2
Hint Of Spring  (JBartlett) 4-4-6 6-1
Bean Town Girl ~ (JStratton) 7-3-3  9-2

Gold Leaf

Bulvillkidunotedna (SZeron) 2-2-2 4-1

Calamity Hour (TButer) 3-1-1 8-1
INTH: Mile trot; $39,000; Invitation

Pariso (JBartlett) 6-3-5 6-1

Queen Of All (TButer) 2-3-4 6-1

Diamante Trio It (GBrennan) 5-1-2 6-1

Perfect Vixen (ASiegelman) 2-5-4 6-1

Julia Sisu S (DDube) 3-1-2  4-1
P L Notsonice (SZeron) 4-2-3 5-1
Tipsy Moni (YGingras) 1-2-5 5-2

ENTH: Mile pace; $18,000; claiming
High On Rocknroll(BHolland) 2-5-3  6-1
Euro Step (DDube) 1-3-5 9-2
KidFromTheBrnx (MMcDnld) 8-3-7 8-1
Surfrider (MKakaley) 1-5-6 4-1
On Dayboo (JBartlett) 2-3-4 7-5
WesternNob ~ (GBrennan) 5-1-9 81
Hunted House (TButer) 4-3-9 20-1

LEVENTH: Mile pace; $15,000; claiming
Century Iglesias (BHolland) 5-7-7 9-2
Bad Boy Too (SZeron) 4-1-2 5-2
Fout (MKakaley) 7-6-6 20-1
Chief Corleone  (GBrennan) 2-8-5 7-2
Cellmate (JStratton) 3-7-5 8-1
Fade To Light (JBartlett) 8-2-4 9-2
He's HalfNaked (Siegelman) 1-7-3 4-1

TWELFTH: Mile trot; $20,000; claiming

©~NOUAWN

Max (DDube) 3-1-6 7-2
Infinity Stone (JBartlett) 4-7-6 3-1
Sheena Soldier (SZeron) 5-5-4 15-1
Cantkeepmisecret (Brennn) 1-2-7 2-1
Inn At Rodanthe (BHolland) 6-6-5 20-1
Roger Rabbit (JMarohn) 2-2-1 6-1
TheBallykeelDeal (Kakaley) 3-5-3 6-1
J-SHopscotch ~ (JStratton) 7-1-3 20-1

w
(T-)

v20C ‘IT AInr ‘Aepsinyl ‘1sod YJI0A MON

woo1sodAu



Seattle at L.A. Angels, 9:38

White Sox 3, Minnesota 1, 1st gm.
Minnesota 3, White Sox 2, 2nd gm.
Seattle 2, San Diego 0

Friday
Yankees at Baltimore, 7:05

E: Diaz (7). LOB: New York 5, Tampa Bay 12.
2B: Grisham (4). RBIs: Grisham 2 (17), Diaz
(44). SB: Palacios (14), Soto (5). CS:

E: Garcia (3), Taylor (3). LOB: Washington 7,
New York 6. 2B: Garcia (17), Vientos 2 (10),
Iglesias (7). 3B: Taylor (3). HR: Nimmo (16),
off Corbin. RBIs: Yepez (2), Nimmo (59),

LOB: Los Angeles 6, Philadelphia 3. 2B:
Taylor (3), Pages (14), Marsh (10), Bohm
(31). 3B: Merrifield (1). HR: Schwarber (18),

Sudrez (14), Carroll (16). HR: Ozuna (24), off
Thompson; Sudrez (8), off Morton; Marte
(18), off Morton. RBIs: d'Arnaud 2 (27),
Olson (43), Ozuna 2 (75), Suérez 3 (43),

40 AL Standings Yankees 2, Rays 1 Mets 6, Nationals 2 Phillies 4, Dodgers 3 Diamondbacks 7, Braves 5
Yankees AB R H BI BB SO Avg Washington AB R H BI BB SO Avg Los Angeles AB R H BI BB SO Avg Atlanta AB R H BI BB SO Avg
East W L Pct. GB *WGB L10 Streak Home Away Verdugolf 4000 0 0.242 Abramsss 3000 1 1.274 Ohtanidh 4021 0 1317  Keleniccf 4000 1 1.269
e Baltimore 57 35 .620 — — 55 -2 29-19 28-16  Sotorf 4020 0 1.29  Woodlf 3000 0 2.25 I«Hernénggzrf 3 (1) (1) g g (2) %g; Q!Ibiegéb i i g g (1) i%g;
Yankees 56 38 .59 2 +4% 3-7 W-1  25-19 31-19  Judgedh 4010 0 2307  winkerdh 3000 1 0.264 Freeman . iley .
S Bost 50 41 549 6% — 7-3 L-1  21-24 29-17 Ricelb 4000 0 3.5 Ry 41100 0224 Pagesct 4120 0 1.25 Olsonlb 3001 0 1.237
ht oston : 2 uze M.Roj 4012 0 228 Oznadh 42220 1.2
@ TampaBay 45 47 .489 12 SVe 46 L1 24-26 21-21 Saveradd S0 10 Y o5, Garcia 40100 Lam G 4000 0 0273 Duvallef 4000 0 3.188
S  Toronto 42 50 457 15 8% 4-6 W-1 2124 21-26 Jomes2b 31101024 gnomasyf 31100 1283 g ‘ ! :
g Volpe ss 4110 0 0.249 Yepez 1b 20110 220 Taylor 2b-3b 4010 0 1.157 Rosario If 41100 1.8
i . Herna . d'Arnaud ¢ 4022 0 0.239
< Central W L Pct. GB *WGB  L10 Streak Home Away  Grishamcf 3 g (1) [z) g [1) ;73 Vargas 3b 3010 1095 glﬂfnrgﬁmezsb i (1) g g (1) (1) }gi Arcirasﬁ 40220029
Cleveland 57 34 626 — - 55 L-1 30-11 27-23 Trevch 3 23 J.Young cf 4000 0 1.25 ’ Murphy ph 1000 0 0.25
Minnesota 53 40 570 5  +2 7-3 W-1 27-18 262 leMahieudblb 2.0 0.0 0 1.202 T 125138 Barmes 30200025  Totas M58529
. arnes c P otals
S KansasCity 51 43 543 7% %5 55 W-3  31-18 20-25  Totals 31262138 ;
N . Smith ph 1000 0 0.273 -
S Detroit 44749 473714 7 73 W-l 21-23 2326 Tampabay  AB R M BIBBSO Avg  MefS ABRHBIBESO M rotals %3931 8 arzora B R WBIEBSO fvg
. Chicago 27 68 .284 32 25 37 L1 17-31 10-37 Diaz1b 5011 0 1.6 Lindorss 4000 0 1.25 _ _ Carro 4110002011
— B.Lowe dh 4020 1 1233 Nmmolf 4111 0 0.5 Philadelphia AB R H BIBBSO Avg  Marte2b 42210 0.28
~  West W L Pct. GB *WGB L10 Streak Home Away  paredes3p 2000 3 1.265 Martinezdh 4110 0 3.264 Schwarberdh 4 1 1 1 0 0.250 Pedersondh 30000 1.212
%‘ Seattle 51 43 543 — — 46 W-2 3018 21-25  jiowerf 5000 0 2.0 Alonsolb 4120 0 0.240 Turnerss 4121 0 0345 Walkerlb 3001 1 2.263
= Houston 48 44 522 2 2% 1-3 W-2 26-19 22-25  Arozarenalf 4010 0 1.203 Vientos3b 312110293 Bohmib 40100 029 G”r(rj'e”f 4000 0 1.266
= Texas 4449 473 6% 7 7-3 L1 2421 20-28 Palacios2p 30 10 0 0.247 McNeilprzb 0 0 0 0 0 0216 Stott2b 40210 124 Periomiss 323 0 0 0
S LosAngeles 38 54 413 12 12% 2-8 W-1 19-28 19-26  Siricf 4010 0 1.203 Aharezc 2010 2 0.301 &Zsrtser:kcifrlﬂsrf g (1) i g g ;ggg suarez 3 42230028
@ Oakland 35 59 .372 16 16% 5-5 W-1  22-25 13-34  Rortvedtc 41200 128 Iglesias2b-3p 423200338 (4 30100 13274 Hermerac 3011 0 126
2 *WGB: Games behind third-place team in wild-card race 1-DeLuca pr 00000 0.8  Taylorrf 40210123 Merrifield If 31110 0.19 Totals 3179716
= Jackson ¢ 00O00O0 0 0.063 Bader cf 4000 0 1.275 J.Roias cf 0000 0 023
R ) Walls ss 3020 1 0.176 Totals 336125 3 6 S.tutibsc 3000 0 1200 Atanta 021000020—- 5 8 0
*g‘ Wednesday Toronto at San Francisco, 3:45 Totals 34 1101 5 8 . Totals 314104 0 6 Arizona 02100022x— 7 9 0
Vo i . Washington 000200000~ 2 5 1
o Yankees 2, Tampa Bay 1 Cubs at Baltimore, 6'_35 Yankees 010100000— 2 6 0 ng 00004 01X — 612 LOB: Atlanta 5, Arizona 3. 2B: Rosario (1),
< Kansas City 6, St. Louis 4, st gm. Oakland at BOSton’?'lo Tampa Bay 000010000 — 110 1 Mets ! Ix- 612 1 Los Angeles 000110010~ 3 9 0 prnaq (14), Riley 2 (19), Perdomo 2 (6),
g Kansas City8, St. Louis 5, 2nd gm. Miami at Houston, 8:10 Philadelphia 11002000x— 410 0
=
Q
Z

Detroit 5, Cleveland 4
Cubs 4, Baltimore 0
Oakland 5, Boston 2
Houston 9, Miami 1

L.A. Dodgers at Detroit, 6:40
Oakland at Philadelphia, 6:40
Cleveland at Tampa Bay, 6:50
Kansas City at Boston, 7:10

Arozarena (7). SF: Grisham. RISP: New York
0 for 3; Tampa Bay 0 for 10. DP: New York 1
(Torres, Volpe, Rice); Tampa Bay 1
(Paredes, Walls, Diaz).

Vientos (30), Iglesias 2 (14), Taylor (23). SB:
Vargas (6), Thomas (22). CS: Wood (2).
RISP: Washington 2 for 7; New York 5 for 8.
DP: Washington 2 (Vargas, Garcia, Yepez;
Garcia, Yepez).

L.A. Angels 7, Texas 2 Pittsburgh at White Sox, 8:10 Yankees IP H RERBBSO NP ERA :
Toronto 10, San Francisco 6 Texas at Houston, 8:10 Stroman 41 7 1 1 2 2 84351  Washington [P H RERBBSO NP ERA
Thursday Seattle at L.A. Angels, 9:38 HillLW,20 1.0 2 0 0 0 2 15238 f:‘;,b'“vhl'f’ ig g ‘1‘ 3 } g E gg;
Yankees at Tampa Bay, 6:50 Toronto at Arizona, 9:40 Weaver,H,121.2 0 0 0 2 1 27256 2 .
CIeveIandatDet’?oit 1y;10 Minnesota at San Francisco, 10:15  Kahnle,H,4 02 1 0 0 1 1 18276  Floro 10000 0 11020
’ Holmes, S, Barnes 102111 0 25389
2025 L1000 0 2 21289 oW
o - Mets IPH RERBBSO NPE
NI- Standll‘lgs TampaBay IP H RER BB SO NP ERA Severino,W,6-36.1 4 2 2 3 4 92378
Eflin,L,56 7.0 4 2 1 1 6103399 Diekman,H,802 0 0 0 0 2 11494
East W L Pct. GB *WGB L10 Streak Home Away cCleavinger 1.0 1 0 0 0 2 18322 D.Young,H202 1 0 0 0 0 13485
Philadelphia 60 32 .652 — — 64 W-2 35-14 25-18 Rodriguez 1.0 1 0 0 0 0 12253 Butt6,S,1-1 1.1 0 0 0 0 2 15272
Atlanta 51 40 560 8> +4% 5-5 L-1 = 29-17 22-23  T:2:49. A:19,246 (25,025). T: 2:24. A: 24,887 (42,136).
Metﬁ 46 45 .505 13:/2 :/z 6-4 W-2 23-25 23-20
Washington 42 51 .452 182 5% 3-1 L-4 20-24 22-271 - -
Miami 30 60 348 28 15 37 L[2 1831 14-29 Royals 6, Cardinals 4, 1st Gm.  Royals 8, Cardinals 5, 2nd Gm.
i Kansas Cit AB R H BI BB SO Av
Central W L Pct. GB *WGB  L10 Streak Home Away g:'::f;szi'?'b ”; '1' ’1”3(: Bz s? ‘;‘;g Frasior3b 411101 20
Milwaukee 54 39 581 - — 55 W-1 2814 26-25 ./ 41100 133 Gacialb 1000 0 1.2
St. Louis 48 44 522 575 +1 6-4 L-2  24-20 24-24 Pasquantinolb 3 0 0 1 0 e Wittss 41210 1325
Pittsburgh 44 48 478 9% 3 55 L1 22-24 22-24 | S0y 3 o M Pasquantinoly 5 1210 0.269
Chicago 44 49 .473 10 3 64 W-3 2521 19-28 . oo 41200 0.2 KAe;sesze?thb i. (1) ; 3 g (1)%?
Cincinnati 44 49 473 10 3% 55 L1 22272222 [ermoer S et R
West W L Pct. GB *WGB L10 Streak Home Away Melendezlf 4 1 1 1 0 1.0 Melendezif 4 1717170 0.1
LosAngeles 55 38 591 — - 4-6 L-3  28-19 27-19  Loftin3b 2000 0 0.197 |cparef 3321 1 123
San Diego 49 47 510 72— 4-6 L-4  25-26 24-21  Masseyph-2b 2000 0 0.274 Totals 36 8128 1 6
Arizona 46 47 495 9 1% 6-4 W-1  23-23 23-24  Hampson cf 40120 128 oo A R EIBBSO A
San Francisco 45 48 .484 10 24 55 L-1  26-20 19-28  Totals 356096 0 7 o S 020 0520
C0|0I‘ad0 33 60 .355 22 141/2 5'5 W'l 20'27 13'33 ~ Contreras ¢ 51110 1:263
*WGB: behind third-place team in wild-card St. Louis AB R HBIBBSO Avg o o condh 41110 128
WGB: Games behind third-place team in wild-card race Winn ss 40000 028 oo Aol 01
) . Burleson rf 4112 0 0.28 Nootbaar rf 42210 0:235
Wednesday _iP_lttsb%lrgrg gt M;Iwaukee,%:i% Contreras dh 4010 0 2.265 Arenado3b 4000 0 0.266
Met< & Wachi oronto at >an Francisco, 3: Goldschmidtlb 4 1 1 1 0 3.229 Gorman2b 4011 0 3.209
Mets 6, Washington 2 LA. Dodgers at Philadelphia, 6:05  popovan I 4000 0 2268 Crawfordss 1000 1 0.75
KansasC!tyG,St.Lou!s4, 1stgm. Cubs at Baltimore, 6:35 E Winn ph-ss 2010 0 0.28
Kansas City 8, St. Louis 5, 2nd gm. Miami at Houston, 8:10 Arenado 3b 412100209 o5 2000 0 123
Seattle 2, San Diego 0 Atlanta at Arizona, 9:40 Nootbaar cf 4000 0 1.228  eoyeonph-cf 11100 0.05
Cubs 4, Baltimore 0 Friday Gorman 2b 3000 0 2.208 carpenterph 1000 0 0.242
Philadelphiac},L:A. qugers3 Colorado at Mets, 7:10 Pagés ¢ 2110 1 1.27 Totals 375105 1 7
Colorado 6, Cincinnati 5 L.A. Dodgers at Detroit, 6:40 Totals 33464111 -
Houston 9, Miami 1 Oakland at Philadelphia, 6:40 Kansas City 001221101 - 812 1
Milwaukee 9, Pittsburgh 0 Miami at Cincinnati, 7:10 Kansas City 000031020— 6 9 0  St.Louis 010120100 — 510 0
Arizona 7, Atlanta 5 Pittsburgh at White Sox, 8:10 St. Louis 012000001 — 4 6 0  E:Witt(11). LOB: Kansas City 4, St. Louis 6. 2B:

Toronto 10, San Francisco 6
Thursday

Washington at Mets, 1:10
Colorado at Cincinnati, 1:10

Washington at Milwaukee, 8:10
Cubs at St. Louis, 8:15

Atlanta at San Diego, 9:40
Toronto at Arizona, 9:40
Minnesota at San Francisco, 10:15

3/9/2|6|7/1|8|5|4|]12/5/4]19/3|6|7|8]1
5/7/112|8|4]13|9/6||6/3/7|8|5/1]19|2|4
6/8/4(9/5/3|1/2/7](9/8|1]4|2|7|6|5/|3
115/3|4/2,7|16(8[9|]|1/9|5|7/6/3|8(4|2
9/4,8(1/6|5|7|3/2||4/2/8|1|9|5|3|6|7
7/2/6(3/9|8|4|1/5||7/6/3|2|4|8]|5|1|9
8/1/7|15/4|2]19|/6/3||8|7/9|6|1/2|4|3|5
4/6/5(8|3|/9[2|7[1||5|4|2|3/8|/9|1|7|6
2/3|/9|7/1|6|5|4|/8||3|1/6|(5|/7/4]2/9|8
Solution to Very Easy #6,606 Solution to Difficult #6,396

LOB: Kansas City 3, St. Louis 3. 2B: Renfroe
(14), Melendez (14), Hampson (9). HR: Perez
(15), off Pallante; Arenado (8), off Marsh;
Burleson (15), off Marsh; Goldschmidt (13),
off McArthur. RBIs: Melendez (26),
Hampson 2 (12), Perez 2 (57), Pasquantino
(60), Arenado (38), Burleson 2 (47),
Goldschmidt (35). SB: Hampson (6). SF:
Pasquantino. RISP: Kansas City 4 for 8; St.
Louis 0 for 1.

KansasCity IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Marsh,W,7-66.0 3 3 3 1 8101457
Smith,H,6 1.0 0 0 0 0 0 11471
long,H,2 1.0 1 0 0 0 1 21255
McArthur, S,

16-20 1.0 211 0 2 15421
St. Louis IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Pallante,L,4-46.1 6 4 4 0 5101421
Roycroft 12 322 0 1 273.05
Gallegos 10 000 0 1 11788

T:2:27. A: 32,108 (44,494).

Pasquantino (22), Nootbaar (8), Gorman (12),
Burleson (12), Donovan (21). HR: Melendez
(10), off Graceffo; Perez (16), off Liberatore;
Ishel (7), off Kittredge; Nootbaar (6), off
Wacha. RBIs: Melendez (27), Perez 2 (59),
Renfroe (30), Frazier (11), Witt (62),
Pasquantino (61), Ishel (23), Nootbaar (20),
Gorman (46), Burleson (48), Goldschmidt (36),
Contreras (22). SB: Isbel (6). SF: Perez, Witt.
RISP: Kansas City 3 for 6; St. Louis 2 for 7.

off Stone. RBIs: M.Rojas 2 (21), Ohtani (66),
Schwarber (52), Merrifield (11), Turner (28),
Stott (41). SB: Ohtani (22), Sosa (4). CS:
Bohm (2). RISP: Los Angeles 4 for 11;

Marte (52), Herrera (3), Walker (66),
Perdomo (10). SF: Olson, Perdomo. RISP:
Atlanta 2 for 6; Arizona 3 for 7. Runners
moved up: Olson.

Philadelphia 3 for 9. DP: Los Angeles 2 Atlanta IP H RERBBSO NP ERA
(K.Hernandez, Taylor, Freeman; Morton 61 54 4 0 5 964.07
K.Hernandez, Taylor, Freeman). Johnson 0221101 832
LosAngeles IP H RERBBSO NPERA  Jiménez,L,1-31.0 2 2 2 1 0 24275
§t°r:je"-'9‘3 gi ‘-; 3 g g g Ig ;gg Arizona IP H RERBBSO NP ERA
anda - - Cecconi 40 433 2 3 62614
Trellnen 10 0 0 0 0 2 16249 Mantiply 10100 0 1 13433
Vesia 10000 0 1 9133  giyel 10000 0 3 15254
Hudson 10 000 0 0 14167  partinez 1.0 1 0 0 0 2 20138
Philadelphia IP H RERBBSO NPERA  Thompson,
Sénchez, W,7-46.0 5 2 2 1 5 9129  W,5-3 10022200 1420
Kerkering,H,70.1 2 0 0 0 1 14132  Sewald,S12151.0 0 0 0 0 0 83.72
Strahm,H,8 02 0 0 0 0 1 5156 - .- .
Alvarado,H,610 2 1 1 0 0 16389 1-221.A:18,020(48,359).
Hoffman,5,9-121.0 0 0 0 0 1 121.17
T: 2:30. A: 42,912 (42,901). Blue Jays 10, Giants 6

Toronto AB R H BI BB SO Avg
Angels 7, Rangers 2 Springer rf 50230 121
Texas A R H BIBBSO Avg Horwitz2b 5000 0 2.318
Semien 2b 4020 1 0235 Guerrero 1b 5110 0 0.29%
Seager ss 5010 0 0.269 TE";erdh 51110 1-;“0
Smith 3b 1000 2 0295 DBichettess 10000 1.22

Jimenez ss 4 12G 0 0 0 .400
Langford If 4000 0 3.266

. Varsho If 1000 0 0.19

A.Garcia dh 4010 0 2.215 X

Schneider If 42210 2.218
Lowe 1b 30001 1210 4231 0 023
Heim ¢ 41200 027 lament3p 4234 0 0.26
JTa":rasiff : (1) i g g ;iig Kiermaier cf 31001 048
ankowskir : Totals 41101410 1 7
Totals 33282417

SanFrancisco AB R H BI BB SO Avg
Los Angeles AB R H BI BB SO Avg Wade 1b 4120 1 2316
Rendon 3b 5000 0 3.253 Ramos cf 4011 1 2.30
Schanuel 1b 3010 1 1.241 Bailey dh 2321 3 0.28
Ward If 3000 1 0.235 chapman3b 51110 1.241
Pillar rf 4000 0 1.287 confortolf 5022 0 0.241
0'Hoppe dh 3010 0 0.28  Estrada2b 50110 2.27
Drury 2b 2300 2 1.174 Yastrzemskirf 2 0 0 0 0 1.220
Thaiss ¢ 2110 2 1.243  Matosph-rf 2000 0 0.227
Neto ss 42330 1.25  Wiselyss 4000 0 1.276
Moniak cf 4123 0 0.19 Casalic 3100 1 0.22
Totals 30786 6 8 Totals 36696 6 9
Texas 000020000~ 2 8 1  Toronto 000 036010 —1014 0
Los Angeles 04100002x— 7 8 0 San Francisco 200011002—- 6 9 1

E: Jankowski (3). LOB: Texas 9, Los Angeles
6. 2B: Neto (20). HR: Taveras (6), off
Canning; Moniak (5), off Lorenzen; Neto
(12), off Robert. RBIs: Taveras 2 (24),
Moniak 3 (28), Neto 3 (42). CS: O'Hoppe (2).
RISP: Texas 0 for 5; Los Angeles 3 for 3. DP:
Los Angeles 2 (Drury, Neto, Schanuel; Drury,
Neto, Schanuel).

KansasCity IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Wacha,W,6650 7 4 3 1 3 84383  Texas [P H RERBBSO NPERA
Zerpa,H,10 1.0 2 1 1 0 1 223.44 Lorenzen,L,5-550 5 5 5 4 3 85352
Schreiber,H,191.0 0 0 0 0 2 12433 latz 10000 1 2 163.34
Bubic,H,1 1.0 0 0 0 0 1 100.00  Robert 12 2 2 2 1 2 311080
MCArthur'S’ 10100 0 0 194.10 Herndndez 0.1 1 0 0 0 1 83.90
17-21

. LosAngeles IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
St. Louis IP H RERBBSO NPERA  (onino 41722 2 3 78488
Graceffo,,0-13.1 4 3 3 0 2 38470 ¢ W1012 0 0 0 1 2 19084
Liberatore 12 5 3 3 0 0 42426 rouse, W, 1-01. -
Fernandez 11 1 1 1 1 2 26214  Strickland,H,60.2 1 0 0 1 1 20338
King 12100 0 0 17260 Marte,H,1 1.1 0 0 0 0 1 14355
Kittredge 1.0 1 1 1 0 2 14329  Estévez 10000 0 0 11279

T: 2:33. A: 37,898 (44,494).

T: 2:30. A: 23,230 (45,517).

E: Conforto (1). LOB: Toronto 5, San
Francisco 9. 2B: Guerrero (19), Jimenez (1),
Springer 2 (14), Conforto (15). HR: Clement
(6), off Webb; Bailey (7), off Francis;
Chapman (13), off Francis. RBIs: Clement 4
(21), Turner (28), Schneider (36), Kirk (23),
Springer 3 (34), Conforto 2 (37), Estrada
(40), Ramos (43), Bailey (30), Chapman (43).
RISP: Toronto 6 for 14; San Francisco 3 for 9.

Toronto IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Bassitt, W,8-75.0 5 3 3 4 6 993.52
Little 02 211 2 0 22500
Pop, H, 6 01 0000 0 3567
Burr 20 00 0 0 1 18318
Francis 10 222 0 2 186.14
San Francisco IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Webb,L,7-7 50 8 7 7 1 4 86347
Hjelle 1.0 322 0 0 15414
Jackson 30311 0 3 32562

T: 2:41. A: 32,014 (41,915).



White Sox 3, Twins 1, 1st Gm.  Twins 3, White Sox 2,2nd Gm.  Cubs 4, Orioles 0 Athletics 5, Red Sox 2 Mariners 2, Padres 0 MLS
Minnesota AB R H BIBBSO Avg  Minnesota AB R H BIBBSO Avg  Chicago AB R H BIBBSO Avg  Oakland AB R H BIBBSO Avg  Seattle AB R H BI BB SO Avg
Castro2b 3000 1 0200 Bleedb 5111 0 2364 Hoemer2b 51210 0248 pjedaycf 5011 0223 Crawordss 3000 1 1a0h EAST W L DPts GF GA
Correass 40300 130 Coreass 311110310 g:ﬁf:gﬁrf 0 a5 S 82 Anduarlf 51100 1.2% pojayrf 31100 249 Cincinnati 15 4 3 48 42 26
Larnach If 3000 1 2.238  Keplerrf 4000 0 025 procobuonif 1000 0 0.169 Rookerdh 32101 1282 Rodriguezcf 4000 0 4.25 InterMiamiCF 14 4 5 47 51 37
Miranda 3b 4010 0 1.331 Miranda dh 4000 0 0.325 i Langeliers ¢ 3011 1 1.210 Raleighc 3100 1 1.208
Suzuki dh 4011 0 1.258 Columbus 11 3 6 39 40 18
Santana 1b 4000 0 1.4 Buxtoncf 41100 0.28  Happlf 4000 0 2.241 Butlerrf 3022 1 020 Francelb 40100 2.229
B.Lee dh 4000 0 1393 Wallnerlf 20101 022 Morel3b 41110 2200 Gelof2b 4000 0 228 Foancoz 3oL L1118 RedBulls 9 49 3% 36 %
lIner rf Margot If 0000 0 023 Bote3b 0000 0 0313 Neyinlb 30010 2212 e : NYCFC 119 2 3 33 27
Wallner r 41210 2.206 < 41200 000 Rojas 3b 4000 0 1.25
Margot cf 3000 0 0231 Jeffersc 40110 1.3 C‘r’;;'?zfr:;fongcf 407100 120 NHarrissb 4000 0 1.5  Moorelf 30100 0213 CharlottefFC 9 8 5 32 24 23
Kepler ph 1000 0 1.5 ?antanaztb ; g g g (1) gig; Amaya c 4000 0 2.19 Schuemann ss 42200124 Totals 31241 313 OrlandoCity 7 9 6 27 32 36
Vézquez 3000 0 2.199 armer : Totals 38 411 4 0 8 Totals 34585 311 San Diego AB R HBIBBSO Avg  Nashville 6 8 8 26 25 31
Totals 3161 211 Castroph-2b 2.0 0 0 0 1.268 Arraez 1b 40100 0383
Totals 33353 3 4 Baltimore AB R H BIBBSO Avg  Boston AB R HBIBBSO Avg ¢ ¢ 4010 0 1311 TorontoFC 713 3 24 30 43
Chicago AB R H BI BB SO Avg _ Henderson ss 5010 0 1.29 Duran cf 5030 0 1.280 Cronenworth2b 3 0 1 0 1 1.263 Atlanta 610 6 24 31 3
Pham If 3000 1 1.64 Chicago AB R HBIBBSO Avg  Rutschmandh 3 0 0 0 1 1.284  Refsnyderlf 31110 130 Machadodh 3000 1 0.261 -
Vaughn 1b 31100 124 Pham rf 4000 0 0.25 Mountcastlelb 4 0 3 0 0 0 .272 Abreu ph-rf 1000 1 1.2 2-Johnson pr 0000 0 0.154 CF Montréal 5 9 8 23 31 46
bert of . Vaughn 1b 3000 1 2.240 Santander rf 4010 0 1.233 O'Neill r-If 3011 1 1.261 Solanp3b 4010 0 1.286 NewEngland 7 12 1 22 20 38
Robert ¢ 31120 1.226 Westburg3b-2b 4 0 1 0 0 1.280 Merrill cf 4010 0 1.28 -
Sheets rf 31100 1.229 zg::ggfh ‘2‘ g g g g ;gg Hays If 4010 0 1266 Devers3b 40000 122 ppagiarf 40100 02 Chicago 511 6 21 28 40
Julks rf 000000236 o 000 o 15 Mateo2d 3000 0 1.25 Wongc 30101 1309 Kimss 3000 0 0225 philadelphia 4 9 9 21 36 39
Jiménez dh 30100 0238 Jiménez ph- 0 235 O'Hearn ph 1000 0 0.279 Gonzalez 1b 3000 0 2.2713 Sullivanc 2000 1 0.188 D.C. United 71 8 20 30 4
Sosa2b 3000 0 285 0% 41100 1.246  Urias3b 0000 0 023 Smithphlb 10000 025  Totals 31060 3 4 .C. Unite
! Benintendi If 3011 1 0.195  Cowsercf 4000 0 2.218 vypshidadh 4000 0 2.253 WEST W L DPts GF GA
DeJong 3b 20010 128 popnes 20100 128 McCamnc 20100 0216 oohdadh 40000225 Seate 010100000 2 4 0
Lopez ss 30000 0247 pgioes 3000 0 2104 Kerstadph 10100 0319 Hes.ltroo ? I 1‘262 San Diego 000000000~ 0 6 2  |osAngelesFC 13 4 4 43 43 24
K.Leec 30000225  pdonadoc 3111 0 1.3 | Totals 309018 viiite 4120 0 125 EAmaez@) Sulivan (D). LOB: Seattle6, RealSaltlake 12 3 7 43 48 27
Totals 26 343109 I " elass - San Diego 7. RBIs: Polanco (16). SB: Raleigh LA Gal 2 4 7 13 4 30
Totals 2242209 Chicago 020010001 — 411 0 Totals 35282312 (5). cs: Bliss (3). RISP: Seattle 1 for 4; San alaxy
Minnesota 000000100~ 1 6 0  yp Baltimore 0000000000 9 0 Diego 1 for 6. Colorado 11 8 4 37 44 37
Minnesota 000002100—- 3 5 1 - - Oakland 003000110— 5 8 1
Chicago 00001200x— 3 4 0 chicago 011000000~ 2 4 1 LOB: Chicago 8 Baltimore 10. 2B: Busch o 00001100 2 g o  Seatte IP H RERBBSO NPERA  Portland 9 8 6 33 45 39
- - (16), Swanson (13), Hoerner (15), Hays (13), oston - Miller, W,7-7 60 5 0 0 0 1 80363 - 9 7 5 3 3 2
LOB: Minnesota 7, Chicago 1. 2B: Sheets  E: Farmer (1), Vaughn (3). LOB: Minnesota7,  McCann (6), Westburg (21). HR: Morel (16), E: Harris (3). LOB: Oakland 6, Boston 9. 28:  VOth,H,9 10 0 0 0 0 1 12311 uver
(19), Vaughn (18). HR: Wallner (3), off  chicago 5. 2B: Buxton (19), Benintendi (8).  off Burnes. RBIs: Morel (47), Hoerner (26),  Butler (7), Bleday (23), Rooker (17), Rafaela ;tapekél-ll,slé (1)% (1) g g ; g %g :;355) Seattle FC 8 7 7 31 31 26
Leasure; Robert (11), off Ober. RBIs: Wallner  4R: B.Lee (2), off Thorpe; Correa (13), off  Suzuki (39), Busch (34). SB: Bellinger (5),  (15). HR: Refsnyder (4), off Sears. RBls: om0z 117 1 : Houston 8 7 6 30 29 26
(7), Delong (37), Robert 2 (21). SF: DeJong.  Thorpe; Maldonado (4), off Lopez. RBIs:  Suzuki (9). RISP: Chicago 3 for 12; Baltimore Langeliers (48), Butler 2 (17), Bleday (32), ~ SanDiego  IP H RERBBSO NPERA - crrr 8 8 6 30 25 31
RISP: Minnesota 0 for 3; Chicago 2 for 3. Bjlee (9), Correa (47), leffers (47),  0for 11. DP: Chicago 1 (Hoerner, Swanson, Nevin (15), Refsnyder (21), O'Neill (31). sB; ~ King,L,7-6 60 3 2 1 1 9 91341 . ’
GIDP: Vaughn. DP: Minnesota 1 (Miranda,  Benintendi (25), Maldonado (11). SB:Robert  Busch). Duran (22), Butler () Anduiar (@), porelon 02 10071126229  MinnUnited 8 9 5 29 35 37
Castro, Santana). (8).. RISP: Minnesota 1 for 8; Chicago0for4.  Chicago IP H RERBBSO NPERA  Schuemann (9).SF:Nevin. RISP:Oakland2  gyares 10000 1 1 15172 FCDallas 611 5 23 32 37
Minnesota  IP H RER BB SO NP ERA Mjnnesota IP H RERBBSO NPERA  Imanaga,W, .. . o o o 0o for7;Bostonlfor6. T-2:38. A2 39,611 (40.222). StLouisCity 4 810 22 30 39
Ober,L,85 6.0 4 3 3 1 6 84414 Lopez 50 4 2 2 1 5 905.11 8.-2 Oakland IP H RERBBSO NP ERA Sporting K.C. 513 5 20 37 48
Sands 20 000 0 3 28370  Okert,W,3-0 1.0 0 0 0 0 0 9395 HtﬂeYHh% ‘l’i ! g g g b }g igg Sears,W,67 52 4 1 1 2 8114456 San Jose 716 2 14 30 56
N odage, A, . .
Chicago IP H RERBBESO NPERA  AlCAaH,10 10000 0 1 11162y o 010001 9308 AamsHi7o1 000 01 545 \WNBA Note:3pts. forwin, Ifortie
Fedde,W,7350 4 0.0 2 5 90299 M B e b RERsaso Npema o oOf102.2 110 0 1444l Saturday
Duran,$,14151.0 0 0 0 0 2 103.03 . X )
Anderson,H,31.0 0 0 1 10456 Burnes,L,9460 9 3 3 0 5 97243 Er.fleg'H'll 1(1) ! g g 3 ; lzggz East W L Pet. GB  NyGFC af Chicago, 8:30pm
leasure,H,9 10 1 1 1 0 0 10534 Chicago P H RERBBSO NPERA  pere; 10000 0 1 18367 MillenS,151710 1 B23 liverty 18 4 818 —  RedBullsatColorado, 9:30pm
Brebbia,H,131.0 1 0 0 0 2 19438  Thorpe 60 3 22 1 1 76358  Webb 10 0 0 0 0 1 14266  Boston IP H RERBBSO NP ERA - Charlotte FC at Cincinnati, 7:30pm
Kopech,S,9-141.0 0 0 0 0 3 9518  Soroka,L,0-101.0 2 1 1 1 2 29525 Tate 102110 1 13459  pietta 1,4662 6 4 4 2 10105418  Connecticut 17 5 .13 1 Nashville at D.C. United, 7:30pm
T:2:05. Kuhl 20 0 0 0 1 1 35415  T:2:45.A: 20,694 (45971). Winckowski 21 2 1 1 1 1 38327  Chicago 9 12 429 g5 AtlantaatCFMontréal, 7:30pm
T:2:23. A 13,607 (40.241) Orlando City at New England, 7:30pm
) :12:23.A: 13, ,241). ) T: 2:46. A: 32,935 (37,755). Indiana 9 14 391 9% Philadelphiaat Toronto FC, 7:30pm
Rockies 6, Reds 5 Astros 9, Marlins 1 Aanta VRETIRT) Seattle FC at Austin FC, 8:30pm
. H A . 2 .
Colorado AB R H BIBBSO Avg  Tigers 5, Guardians 4 Miami AB R H BI BB SO Avg Brewers 9, Pirates 0 : knA' Galaxty attFHC Daltlas, gzggpm
T 51200 1.265 i : Washington 6 17 261 12% Innesota at Houston, 5:30pm
ovarss ‘ Cleveland AB R H BIBBSO Avg  Chisholm cf 3000 0 125  Ppittshurgh AB R H BI BB SO Avg : Vancouver at St Louis City, 8:30pm
Rodgers 2b 5000 0 0272 Kwanlf 4110 0 0.361 Brujnrf-2b 1000 0 1.22  McCutchendh 4 0 0 0 0 1.221 Salt Lake at Portland, 10:25pm
McMahon3b 4 1 10 0 2.274  Martinezcfrf 4 0 12 0 0333 DelaCruzlf 4 0 1 0 0 1241  peynoldslf 40100 0280 |West W L Pct B lumb eles FC, 10:
EDiazc 40210 1.29 Ramirez3b 40100 00275 b eynoics : , Columbus at Los Angeles FC, 10:30pm
D : : Burger 1 4000 0 3214 7gez1p 30100 0.250 Minnesota 6 6 .21 — Sporting K.C. at San Jose, 10:30pm
oyle dh 3111 1 1.280  JNaylordh 31101 1248  geligh 30100220 o0 1000 0 01
Caver 40210 122 Frylb 3000 10294  goonc 10000 1.5 ‘ Las Vegas 14 7 667 1%
Toglia 1b 4000 0 1.18 Arias pr 0000 0 0.22 Mvers rf-c-rf 3010 0 1269 Gonzales 2b 4000 0 1.273
Jones If 31201 0199 Giménez2b 30110 0.5 Rizera3bp > 100 1 02, Faaciostd 30100 0218 Seattle 14 8 63 2 2024 European
Hilliard cf 4223 0 1.267 Schneemannrf 2 1 1 1 0 1.247 . i\ - Hayes 3b 3000 0 1.229 " - -
o e oo s Freemanph-cf 2 0 0 0 0 0213 Bride2b3b 30100 2.5 gt 2000 1 1.8 Phoenix 12 10 545 4 champmnsmp
otals Rocchio ss 3000 1 2.216 EdV\{ardsss 30210 0.38 Bartc 3000 0 0.232 Los Angeles 5 17 227 11 Semifinal
Cincinnati AB R H BIBBSO Avg  B.Naylorc 1110 1 0.205 ASanchezc 30000 2208 06 3010 0 2204 - ?HII Inals
India dh 41120 126 Noelph 10000 024  Totals 30161114 ; 0040 Dallas 5 18 217 11 July9
De La Cruz ss 5010 0 2.25 Hedgesc 1000 0 0.5 Totals 3 4016 Spain, 2, France 1
Candelariolb 4 0 1 0 0 2.240  Totals 3147444 Houston AB R HBIBBSO Avg o R HBIBBSO Avg Wednesday Wednesday
Steer If 4000 0 1.239 - Altuve 2b 32101 139 5110 0 0045 Lberty7l Connecticut68 England 2, Netherlands 1
Stephenson ¢ 4121 0 1005 Detrolt AB R HBIBBSO AVS  wccormicklf 10000 0.205 ’ Chicago 78, Atlanta 69 Championship
P! - Pérez rf 4110 0 2.261 Contreras ¢ 5012 0 1.2% > ! X Sund
Slater cf 30100 1.333 ; Bregman 3b 42210 0.25% ) Washington 89, Indiana 84 unday
- Keith 2b 221110250 L0 1000 0 0000 VYelichdn 31201 0335 g England vs. Spain, 3pm
Fraley ph 0000 0 0278 |paiezph-2b 11110 0.0 essinger . Bauers ph-dh 0100 1 0217 LasVegas84, Seattle79 ' ’
Wynns ph 11100 055 Vierling3b 21130 1.6 é'Vbat:EZdhh a1 e Y adamesss 52340 1.4 Phoenix100,Dallas84
abbage ph- o - y =
Hinds 40110 2500 urenantn 10000 008 e 40330 028 Frelickrf 41311029 Thursday 2024 Copa Ameérica
Espinal 2b 3011 1 0.197  McKinstryss 3000 0 0.18 Pefiass 4010 0 1.277 Hoskinsib 51110 1218 ChicagoatLiberty, 7pm Semifinal
Benson pr 0000 0 0.192 Béezph-ss 1000 0 0.8  Singleton1b 4110 0 1.3 Perkinsct 3000 22249  Erigay Jlﬁ“;' inals
Totals 36 512 5 111 Malloy dh 2000 1 1.9  Meyerscf 4111 0 124 Monasteriosb 3121 1 1.200 55yeqasat Atlanta, 7:30pm Argentinaz canada 0
Baddoo If 3000 0 3.119 pyubsnlf2b 4000 0 1.8  Turang2b 41100 0284 oo atindiana 7:30pm Wednesday
Colorado 003011010— 612 0  Rogersc 30100 1.213 . , 7:30p! ednesday
oorado 9 Loperfido rf 42220 1.288 Totals 37 914 9 6 6 Minnesota at Seattle, 10pm Colombia 1, Uruguay 0
Cincinnati 001000103 — 512 1 Totals 2857539 Total 7 91 2 7 ! . ’
E: Slater (1). LOB: Colorado 5, Cincinnati 6 Cleveland 002100001 — 4 7 0 otals T80 Pittsburgh 000000000 0 4 0 Thlr(‘liPIace Match
: . LOB: s - evelan - — ; _ Saturday
28: Tovar (25), Cave (), Stephenson (16),  Detroit 20200001x— 5 7 o  Miami 000010000~ 1 6 1 Milwaukee Wo201x- 914 0 NWSL Uruguay vs. Canada, 8pm
Marte (2). HR: Hilliard 2 (2), off Montas; -~ oo e w Houston 14010300x— 913 0 | op; pittshurgh 4, Milwaukee 10. 2B: Tellez WL TPts GFGA Championship
Ind‘;a_fz), off‘ Fr_?lgla(rj\d; Stephgnson (8), off Mar:finez (3),Pe’réz(12), Roi;ers. (8),Greené E: Hoeing (1). LOB: Miami 3, Houston 6. 2B:  (9), Adames_ (21), Contreras .(23)' Frelick Orlando 11 0 538 3212 Sunday )
Yoanik Rbls;Hiliard 3(3),E Diaz (30, G2 (18). 38: Keith (2. HR: Schneemann (4, off  Meyers (13), Cabbage (6).38:Loperfido (1). (1), Chourio (11). 3B: Frelick (). WR:  yancascity 10 1 5 35 4022 Argentinavs. Colombia, 8pm
éte)‘heﬁ;’;((zg))'s”i:f;l(zz) ;h-ﬁ?ndss&;' Olson; Vierling (12), off Bibee; Ibafiez (3 off  HR:Loperfido (2),off Hoeing. RBIs: Edwards ~ Hoskins (14), off Pérez; Adames (14), off  \yachinton 11 4 1 34 32 18
CS"}ones @ SF:Ingia RISP: .Colt.)radozfon: Hentges. RBIs: Martinez 2 (3), Schneemann (2), Diaz 3 (48), Meyers (37), Loperfido 2 Ryan. RBIs: Adames 4 (62), Frelick (19_), Gotham FC 93 431 1913 -
& Cincinnati for 5. DP: Colorado 1 (McMah,  (14): Giménez (44), Keith (32), Vierling 3 (13), Alvarez (51), Bregman (45), Cabbage Contreras 2 (54), Hoskins (44), Monasterio  pgtand 8 5 327 2720 Wimbledon
y il ' (38), Ibdfiez (20). SF: Giménez, Vierling.  (8). SB: Alvarez (5), Altuve (14), Pefia (11). ~ (9).SB:Yelich (21), Perkins (14), Monasterio  youncarolina 8 7 1 25 20 17 .
Rodgers, Toglia); Cincinnati 2 (De La Cruz, . L H . N N e L . P - A At All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet
Espinal. Candelario: Espinal. De La G RISP: Cleveland 1 for 5; Detroit 1 for 4. DP: Runners left in scoring position: Miami 1 (4). €S: Adames (3). Runners left in scoring Chicago 77 223 232 Club: London: Purse: €17.942,000:
Cspl(;lal, ‘a;n elario; Espinal, De La LUz, cleveland 1 (Schneemann, Rocchio,  (Chisholm): Houston 2 (Dubon, Pefia). RISP:  Position: ~Pittsburgh 0; Milwaukee 5 Bay FC 610 0 18 19 28 Surface: Grass: We;jnes'day,(seédings
c::] e:no. W RER S S0 NP ERA Schneemann); Detroit 2 (Keith, McKinstry, Miami 1 for 3; Houston 5 for 11. (Hoskins, Yelich, Turang 2, Perkins). RISP: Lovisville 36 716 202 in parel;theses,)'
orado . i i i - Mi . - -
Freeland. W Urshela; McKinstry, Keith, Urshela). Miami IP H RERBBSO NPERA  Pitisburghlfor 3; Milwaukee 4 for 14. San Diego 37 615 1217 Men'sSingles - Quarterfinals
""" 62 822 1 9 93600 Cleveland  IP H RERBBSO NPERA i - Pitisburgh 1P H RERBBSO NPERA  Apgel Cit 49 315 1626 NovakDjokovic (2), Serbia, def. Alex
13 Bibee,L,74 7.0 5 4 4 3 8109377 oeing,L,0230 8 5 4 1 1 62316 L nge Lty de Minaur (9), Australia, walkover.
VodnikH6 11 1 11 0 2 18399 Hentges 10 2 1 1 0 1 20304 CrOMN 21 4 4 4 1 546397 PerezL,15 429 55 3 5107515 Houston 308 5 14 123 70 Musetti (25), Italy, def. Taylor
Il , Italy, y!
Beeks,5,9-1510 3 2 2 0 0 21440 - Chargois 12 1 0 0 0 1 18146  Homeywell 21 211 2 1 49270  Seattle 29 511 1628 “py(13), United States, 3-6, 7-6 (5)
c ; ,t I.P H RERBBSO NP E;!A Ohoon W,48 60 & 5 3 103 Gooup Rver 10000001100  Ryan 103331028559 lritgqgoﬁsm ints for victory, one. > 62,36 61 . Y
incinnati son, W, 4-8 6. . - : Three points for victory, one e i _
Montas,L,4-77.0 8 5 5 2 7101438 Holton,H,6 11 1 0 0 0 1 24354 Houston IP H RERBBSO NPERA  Milwaukee IP H RERBBSO NPERA  oinitortio. ggge;'iglu(?g;ea)c:(u;r;%fsi?:;sdef
Suter 103110011380 FaedoH7 10 0 1 1 2 0 26324 ValdezW,857.0 6 1 1 110 95366 Myers,W,6-380 4 0 0 1 6103312  Friday, August23 EIinaS!\//ithina(Zf),Ukraine,6-’3,6-.2.
Farmer 101000 1 14274 FoleyS5151702 0 0 0 1 0 12341  ort 20 00 0 0 4 25000 Zastryzny 10 0 0 0 0 0 5000  Orlando at Houston, 8pm

T: 2:27. A: 16,836 (43,891).

T: 2:39. A: 16,862 (41,083).

T: 2:23. A: 32,715 (41,000).

T: 2:34. A: 27,294 (41,700).

Bay FC at Utah Royals FC, 9:30pm

Barbora Krejcikova (31), Czechia, def.
Jelena Ostapenko (13), Latvia, 6-4, 7-6 (4).
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Th W I-- TUP PUW
€ Ine Yanks still swamped in Florida
Men’s Olympic Basketball By SEAN TREPPEDI gave up zero earned runs in The Bronx; he
Sunday, July 28 actionnetwork.com then surrendered five earned runs for a 7-2
e loss at Tropicana Field in 5/; innings
. A _
Faw?"te PTS (0/U) Underdo.g The capricious nature of baseball two of the hits he allowed were homers.
+United States 12.5 (178.5) Serbia could not be personified any better than What’s more concerning is how the con-
Wednesday, July 31 the trajectory of the Yankees’ nosedive sistency of the Yankees’ signature power-
+United States 33.5 (175.5) South Sudan in the last month. _ ] hitting potential has gone awry. Leading up
- eam that sustained the best record in 0 June 15, the ees were a top-two
+Lille. France At that t. d the best d to] 15, the Yank top-tw
. M_l-z ) g/ILB focrl §I61e ff:i'rtSt 12 1/tzzr;1§nfths c;)fvplcri\y has ranked cltlbdinlhor(ne Ilgénsj atli'lld wqigl:tle;cih
Thursday ropped 16 of its las efore Wednes- runs created plus (WRC+); they sit af
: ; NFL day’s games — much of this a direct result ~ and 2Ist in the days since then, respectively.
?‘";("te Msc;';;y llgse Undelgxg . Thursday, Sept. 5 of pitching rotation frustrations. The Rays’ forlorn rotation found encour-
ankees . i Favorite PTS (0/U) Underdog New York’s starting pitching, whichled ~ agement with the arrival of Shane Baz,
METS $114-134 Nationals  CHIEFS 3(47) Ravens baseball with a 2.77 ERA through June 14, who threw 92 pitches in his 2024 debut de-
TIGERS $116-136 Guardians Friday, Sept. 6 has plunged to a leggue-worst 7.0_4 spite’coming off Tommy John surgery. The
REDS $176-210 Rockies  *Eagles 1.5 (48.5) Packers through the following 21-game window, Rays’ No. 5 prospect racked up six strike-
- *Sa0 Paulo, Brazil according to FanGraphs. outs and showcased a fastball averaging
Pirates $112-132 BREWERS Sunday, Sept. 8 Nestor Cortes remains night—and—@ay at  over96 mph despite recording a loss.
GIANTS -104-112 Blue Jays GIANTS 10 4'1 5) Vikinas home versus on the road; he is allowing With a Tampa Bay offense that’s been
PHILLIES $136-162 Dodgers Mond * 09 g 3.82 more earned runs anywhere that is trending upward over the last month
ORIOLES $112-132 Cubs onday, Sept. not Yankee Stadium. (No. 10 overall in wRC+), I'm backing a
' 49ERS 5.5 (45.5) Jets His two meetings against the Rays this galvanized Baz to validate his spot in the
RED SOX $194-235 Athletics year were a testament to that: Cortes tal- rotation amidst the Yankees’ turmoil.
ASTROS $164-198 Marlins Th CLLd lied nine strikeouts in seven innings and THE PLAY: Rays (FanDuel +112)
Mariners $130-154 ANGELS . ursday
; Favorite PTS (0/U) Underdog
Braves S114-134 D'BACKS  ALOUETTES — 7(505)  Argonauts | [FTTRIT AR
Friday
WNBA (Game time) 2024 '24vsOPP  CAREER LAST 3 STARTS
Wednesday BLUE BOMBERS g.ailf::a)y Stampeders MMM WIERA*REC WL ERA vsOPP WL 1P ERA
. Yankees Cortes (L) 47 340 T7-12 0-1 292 2-4 0-2 171 3.63
Favorite PTS (0/U) Underdog  [IONS 75(515)  Roughriders Rays Baz (R) (6:50pm) 01 450 01 00 0.00 0-0 12 141 691
LIBERTY 11.5 (164.5) Sky Sunday Nationals ~ Gore (L) _ 6-7 383 81 0-1 630 12 0-1 140 7.07
Home Teams In CAPS ELKS 4.5 (49) Redblacks | §ev— EZE:J%‘Z"?‘& zl'mpmz t e s 0l s 02 ERTrT
Giants Hicks (R 3:45pm 45 347 810 00 000 02 02 140 707
Cub: Steele (L) 13 295 49 - - 11 10 21 24
SPORTS SHORTS Ogiosles Su%ergz (R) (6:35pm) 52 248 7-4 — - 0-1 21 170 371
Marli Mufioz (R) 13 548 35 00 000 00 0-1 142 736
L dia deal. an 11 h Astros  Bloss (R) (8:10pm)  0-0 491 10 00 000 0-0 0-0 32 491
MLB: Pnillies top Dodgers media deal, an ll-year agreement wort Guardians _Howard (R) 11 562 11 00 000 00 02 101 &7
R $76 billion that goes into effect for the Tigers Flaherty (R) (:0pm) 55 324 &7 01 300 (- 21 161 331
Kyle Schwarber hit his elghth leadoff 2025-26 season with ESPN, ABC, Amazon Athletics Medina (R) 2-3 437 2-5 0-0 0.00 1-0 1-1 14.0 3.86
homer of the season, All-Star reliever Matt  and NBC. RedSox  Houck (R) (7:10pm)  7-6 2.68  12- 10 000 10 0-1 141 628
Strahm struck out two-time MVP Shohei A person familiar with the negotiations Mariners  Castillo (R) 79 372 910 10 000 41 11 170 424
Ohtani in the seventh inning to preserve told the Associated Press that the net- Anglf'S 20‘3“;"0("‘”)02 R (9:38pm) (2"0 0.00 °'g g'o g~gg 0.00 0-0 g-o O-go
illi i Rocki L 5 447 71 -1 8. 11 11 181 491
Zh;: lead and the Phillies beat the Dodgers works have the terms shefets, with the next R‘e’gs'es G‘r)e"e‘ngr(R) (Ll0pm) 54 345 513 00 1350 01 02 153 40
-3 in Philadelphia. The Phillies won the step being for the league’s board of gover- Pirat Skenes ®) 0 22 73 00 000 00 0 200 18
first two games of the three-game set in a nors to approve the contracts. Broners Civear}f_.s(R) @10pm) 26 518 513 00 18 11 01 152 402
showdown of two NL division leaders. TNT Sports, which has been part of the  pogoers  Knack(R) 12 286 25 00 000 00 0ol 140 321
@ In St. Louis, Salvador Perez homeredin ~ league’s broadcasting family since the Phillies Nola (R) (6:05pm)  10-4 348  14- 0-1 711 21 21 192 320
both games to help the Royals beat the Cardi-  1980s, could be on its way out, but has five  Braves Fried (L) 744 318 125 00 1454 10 11 180 350
nals 8-5 for a sweep of the day-night double- days to match one of the deals. D'Backs Pfaadt (R) (%:40pm) 3-6 419 99 00 794 00 00 162 324

header. Kansas City took the opener 6-4.

@ In Phoenix, Eugenio Suarez had a
homer, double and three RBIs, and the
Diamondbacks outlasted the Braves 7-5 to
win for the first time in five meetings.

@ In San Diego, Bryce Miller threw six
innings to extend his mastery over NL oppo-
nents and the Mariners beat the Padres 2-0.

@ In Baltimore, Shota Imanaga outdu-
eled Corbin Burnes in a matchup of All-
Star pitchers, and Christopher Morel ho-
mered to help the Cubs beat the Orioles 4-0.

@ In Detroit, Matt Vierling hit a home
run and drove in three and the Tigers beat
the Guardians 5-4 to earn their fifth win in
six games.

@ In Milwaukee, rookie Tobias Myers
pitched eight scoreless innings and struck
out six batters and the Brewers cruised
past the Pirates 9-0.

NBA: New media deal revealed

The NBA has agreed to terms on its new

@ The Clippers re-signed 10-time All-
Star James Harden on Wednesday along
with three other players. Terms of
Harden’s deal were not disclosed, but mul-
tiple outlets reported last week it’s a two-
year deal worth $70 million, with a player
option in Year 2 of the deal.

The Clippers also announced deals with
forwards Nicolas Batum and Derrick
Jones Jr. and guard Kevin Porter Jr.

HOOPS: USA defeats Canada

For USA Basketball, the road to the Paris
Olympics has started with a win. An-
thony Edwards scored 13 points, Ste-
phen Curry added 12 and the United
States opened its tune-up schedule for the
Paris Games by topping Canada 86-72 on
Wednesday night in Las Vegas. Jrue Holi-
day scored 11 points for the U.S.

RJ Barrett scored 12 points for Canada,
and Shai Gilgeous-Alexander and Dil-
lon Brooks each had 10.

* REC: Won-lost record of pitcher's team in games he has started.

It’s crashing! It’s crashing! The Hinden-
Biden update.

The good. MSNBC'’s Joy Reid: “If it’s
Biden in a coma, I'm voting for Biden in a
coma.” The bad. Actor George Clooney:
“We are not going to win in November
with this President. We need a new nomi-
nee.” And the real ugly. The View’s
Whoopi Goldberg: “I don’t care if he can
put a sentence together. I don’t care if he’s
pooped his pants. I have poop days all the
time.” Oh the humanity!

Is it just me or have the Mets and Na-
tionals already played each other 80 times

Let’s Go Mets! Let’s Go Mets!

this year? MacKenzie Gore throws for the
Nats. Gore held the Amazins to one run
but was abused by the Cards for five runs
in his next start. David Peterson has given
up seven runs in his last 21 innings. Play
$50 on the Mets.

-$

Tried to stretch our winning streak to
six. Better chance of George Clooney hav-
ing Thanksgiving dinner at the White
House this year. The Reds scored three
runs in the 9th inning but the Rockies held
on 6-5. Down -905 vadapinsons.

stitches@nypost.com
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0DDS & ENDS BET SMART

TODAY FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED
July1l | July12 | July13 | July14 | July15 | July16 | July17
Tampa Bay Balt. | Balt. | Home | Al
6:50 Balt. N " Star
. 4:05 | 11:35 | Run
YES 7:05 Game | NO
YES, | a.m. | Derby | .
WFAN YES - 8:00 | GAME
FS1 | Roku | 8:00
660 AM/ |WFAN WFAN | WFAN | ESPN Fox
101.9FM ESPN
Washington Home | All-
1:10 Col. | Col. | Col. Run Star
SNY 7:10 | 4:10 | 1:40 Derby Game | NO
WCBS SNY | SNY | SNY 8:00 8:00 | GAME
WCBS | WCBS | WCBS . Fox
880 AM ESPN
ESPN
Chicago . Conn.
c":';?‘g's’ GAME Lo GAME | GAME Yo GAME
Prime ABC Prime
Video Video
Saturday Saturday Sat., July 20
Colorado . . Chicago Red
Rapids Chlcsagg Fire Stars
9:30 y 5:00
Apple TV+ Apple TV+ CBSSN

Today's Sports on the Air

MLB 1p.m. Rockies at Reds MLBN
1:10 p.m. Nationals at Mets SNY, WCBS (880 AM)
6p.m. Dodgers at Phillies MLBN

. Yankees at Rays YES,

6:50 p.m. WFAN (660 AM/101.9 FM)
Braves at Diamondbacks

10p.m. (in progress) MLBN

WNBA 7p.m. Sky at Liberty Ch. 5, Prime Video

Tennis 8a.m. Wimbledon, Semifinals ESPN
Lom Wimbledon, Mixed Doubles

p.m. Championship ESPN
LPGA Tour: The Amundi Evian
Golf 6am. Championship, 1st Round Golf
. PGA Tour: The Genesis Scottish Open,
10:302.m. 15 pound Golf
20.m Champions Tour: The Kaulig Companies
p-m. Championship, 1st Round Golf
. PGA Tour: The ISCO Championship,
4:30 p.m. 1st Round Golf

Horse . .

Racing 12:30 p.m. Saratoga Live FS2
4p.m. FanDuel Racing MSGSN
6p.m. Saratoga Live FS1

Award .

Show 8p.m. The 2024 ESPY'S ABC
AFL Football ?#iS)a.m. Geelong at Collingwood FS2
0dds to win Rookie of the Year
PLAYER 0DDS  PLAYER 0oDDS
Zach Edey +600 Jared McCain 50/1
Alexandre Sarr +700 Kel’el Ware 50/1
Zaccharie Risacher +800  Yves Missi 66/1
Dalton Knecht +900  KyShawn George 80/1
Stephon Castle 10/1  Isaiah Collier 80/1
Reed Sheppard 11/1  Terrence Shannon Jr. 80/1
Matas Buzelis 12/1  Ja’Kobe Walter 100/1
Tidjane Salaun 14/1  Tristan da Silva 100/1
Ron Holland 14/1  Daron Holmes Il 100/1
Cody Williams 15/1  Pacome Dadiet 150/1
Donovan Clingan 18/1  Jaylon Tyson 150/1
Rob Dillingham 18/1  Baylor Scheierman 200/1
Devin Carter 30/1  Bronny James 250/1

Carlton Carrington 40/1

TENNIS

0dds to win

Wimbledon
MEN 0DDS
Carlos Alcaraz +100
Novak Djokovic +125
Daniil Medvedev +650
Lorenzo Musetti 16/1
WOMEN 0DDS
Elena Rybakina -190
Jasmine Paolini +333
Donna Vekic +650
Barbora Krejcikova +700

SOCCER
0dds to win
Euro 2024 Final
England vs. Spain
Sunday, 3 p.m.

3-WAY REGULARTIME  ODDS
Spain +140
Draw +190
England +230
TO LIFT TROPHY 0DDS
Spain -155
England +110
METHOD OF VICTORY  ODDS
Spain in regular time +140
England in regular time ~ +230
Spain after extra time ~ +1050
England after extra time +1350
Spain by shootout +775
England by shootout +775
ANYTIME GOALSCORER ODDS
Harry Kane +200
Ollie Watkins +225
Alvaro Morata +225
Ivan Toney +240
Joselu +250
Ayoze Perez +290
Mikel Oyarzabal +310
Ferran Torres +340
Fermin Lopez +350
Nico Williams +380
Lamine Yamal +380
Cole Palmer +400
Dani OImo +400
Bukayo Saka +400
Phil Foden +425
Jude Bellingham +425
Jarrod Bowen +425
Anthony Gordon +475
Eberechi Eze +525
Rodri +550
Mikel Merino +575
No goalscorer +575
FIRST TEAM TO SCORE  ODDS
Spain -110
England +135
No goal +500
LAST TEAM TO SCORE  ODDS
Spain -110
England +135
No goal +500
BOTH TEAMS TO SCORE ODDS
Yes +100
No -145
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CLUB MED’: Daniil Medvedev has been consistently overlooked at Wimbledon and
faces Carlos Alcaraz, who hasn't looked his best. At +260, Medvedev is worth a bet.

By MICHAEL LEBOFF
actionnetwork.com

We are into championship weekend at
‘Wimbledon, and according to the odds, it
looks like we are on a collision course for a
rematch of last year’s classic final between
Carlos Alcaraz and Novak Djokovic.

Is it as simple as that? Or will either of
the underdogs, Daniil Medvedev and Lor-
enzo Musetti, be able to cause an upset?

Carlos Alcaraz [-330] vs.

Daniil Medvedev (+260)

Getting back to the Wimbledon semifi-
nals for a second year in a row is an im-
pressive feat for defending champion Al-
caraz, but the path to this point has been a
lot bumpier than his nearly flawless run in
2023.

Alcaraz was untouchable on the grass a
year ago, winning all 12 matches he played
on the surface, culminating with a five-set
thriller over Djokovic in the final. Even
more stunning was that Alcaraz dropped
just five sets in those dozen matches.

It would be nearly impossible to repli-
cate that form, but Alcaraz’s journey to the
final four has been bumpier than anybody
expected. The Spaniard started the grass
swing with an early exit at Queen’s Club,
and he’s had a couple of hairy moments at
the Championships.

Alcaraz cruised through the first two
rounds, but he needed to come back in a
five-set thriller against an out-of-form Fran-
ces Tiafoe, then was not all that convincing
against Tommy Paul in a four-set victory. If
Paul had even his B-game, we’d probably be
talking about him in this spot instead.

Winning without your best stuff is the
mark of a champion, but Alcaraz will
need to find his level if he’s to make it to
back-to-back finals, because Daniil Med-
vedev seems like a man on a mission.

Bewilderingly, Medvedev came into
the tournament as a 60/1 outsider to
win Wimbledon despite the fact that he
made it to one final at a Grand Slam al-
ready in 2024 and was a semifinalist

here in 2023. Medvedev’s draw was
tough, and he didn’t set the world alight
during the clay swing, but it was pretty
shocking to see him flying that far un-
der the radar before the fortnight began.

What was even more confusing was
that Medvedev’s outright price re-
mained close to 40/1 even after he ad-
vanced into the fourth round.

It’s clear that the betting market se-
verely underestimated Medvedev going
into the tournament, and it’s fair to
wonder if oddsmakers are continuing to
do so given his price against Alcaraz.

The defending champion absolutely
deserves to be the favorite on Friday,
but Medvedev was brilliant in a five-set
victory over world No. 1 Jannik Sinner
in the quarterfinals, and we haven’t re-
ally seen Alcaraz at his best yet.

The Bet: Daniil Medvedev, +255

Novak Djokevic (-650)

vs. Lorenzo Musetti (+450)

It is not entirely true to say that it is sur-
prising to see Djokovic in the Wimbledon
semifinals this year, but there were cer-
tainly a lot more people who doubted that
the 37-year-old Serb could pull it off this
time around the block, considering his
form and the fact that he’s one month re-
moved from knee surgery.

But, as he’s wont to do, Djokovic has si-
lenced the skeptics with another deep run.
And he also caught a big break when Alex
de Minaur had to pull out of their quarter-
final clash with an injury. Djokovic will
have had three full days to rest after his
quick, painless victory over Holger Rune
on Monday.

Known for his clay-court ability, Lorenzo
Musetti is certainly a surprising semifinal-
ist, but he’s had a relatively easy path with
a woeful Taylor Fritz as his only true test
so far. A fresh Djokovic should be able to
overwhelm the Italian, especially after de-
feating him at Roland Garros in June.

The Bet: Djokovic -1.5 sets

Michael Leboff analyzes tennis for The
Action Network.
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American Fritz
falls short of
Wimby semis

By HOWARD FENDRICH

LONDON — American
Taylor Fritz had made it to
the quarterfinals round of a
major three times in his ca-
reer, only to get stopped
before advancing to the
semifinals.

Make it four times.

The 13-seeded Fritz was
upset by 25-seed Lorenzo
Musetti in the Wimbledon
quarterfinals round
Wednesday, 3-6, 7-6 (5), 6-2,
3-6, 6-1.

Instead, it was the Italian
throwing his head back and
spreading his arms wide to
celebrate reaching his first
Grand Slam semifinal.

Up next for Musetti, No-
vak Djokovic.

“He probably knows, bet-
ter than me, the surface
and the stadium, for sure,”
Musetti said with a chuc-
kle, aware he’ll be making
his Centre Court debut Fri-
day. “Jokes apart, he’s a leg-
end everywhere, but espe-
cially here in Wimbledon.”

This will be Djokovic’s
record-tying 13th semifinal
at Wimbledon alone —
equaling Roger Federer —
and 49th Slam semifinal
overall, extending a mark
he already held. As Musetti
pursues his first major
championship, Djokovic
seeks a 25th, including
what would be an eighth at
the All England Club.

Djokovic’s smooth trip
through this year’s bracket
was made even easier when
the man he was supposed
to play in the quarterfinals
Wednesday, Alex de Min-
aur, pulled out with a hip
injury hours before their
match was scheduled to be-
gin.

Fritz made Musetti work
for his spot in the final
four: Musetti’s 3!/,-hour
victory over Fritz was the
37th five-setter at the All
England Club this year, the
most at any Grand Slam
tournament.

Playing at a sun-swathed
No. 1 Court against Fritz, an
American who is one of the
sport’s biggest servers but
fell to 0-4 in major quarter-
finals, Musetti managed to
accumulate 13 break points
and convert six.

With Queen Camilla, the
wife of King Charles I1I, in

NOT AGAIN: American
Taylor Fritz dropped to 0-4
in his career in the quarterfi-
nal round of majors, losing
at Wimbledon on Wednes-
day to Lorenzo Musetti, 3-6,
7-6 (5), 6-2, 3-6, 6-1. AP

the stands and joining fans
in doing the wave, Musetti
did far more to vary his
strokes — a drop shot here,
a lob there, plenty of slices
— than Fritz did.

“I just felt like it took a
lot to finish the point,”
Fritz said.

Djokovic had knee sur-
gery less than a month be-
fore the start of play at the
All England Club. But de-
spite limitations on his
movement, the 37-year-old
Djokovic has dropped only
two sets so far — facing a
qualifier in the first round,
a wild-card entrant in the
second and only one
seeded player, No. 15 Hol-
ger Rune.

Instead of going up
against No. 9 de Minaur on
Wednesday, Djokovic will
get three full days off be-
fore meeting Musetti. The
other semifinal Friday is
defending champion Car-
los Alcaraz against Daniil
Medvedev.

Djokovic and Musetti
have played each other six
times previously. Djokovic
has won five of those, in-
cluding a five-setter at this
year’s French Open that
concluded after 3 am. It
was in Djokovic’s following
match in Paris that he tore
the meniscus in his right
knee. — AP
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By VIC CANGIALOSI

It’s time! For the call to the post and
“riders up, please.” For the railbirds
chirping for their number as they
turn for home. For the photo finishes.
For dead heats and dead rails. For
early-morning thunder on the Okla-
homa training track.

For hats, hats and more hats. For
the chalk players, bridge jumpers and
jumper races. For the gate scratches
that have you sprinting for the bet-
ting window. For the blinking “IN-
QUIRY” after you've counted your
winnings. Yes, it’s time for Saratoga!

The 40-day Saratoga meet starts
Thursday. Racing will be held five
days a week, Wednesdays thru Sun-
days, until Labor Day, Sept. 2. A total
of 71 stake races will be run at the na-
tion’s premier meet with purses top-
ping $20 million.

Dates to remember: the Coaching

Anchored by Aug. 24
Travers, horse meet
gallops onto scene

Club American Oaks on July 20, the
Jim Dandy on July 27, the Whitney on
Aug, 3, the Alabama on Aug, 17, the
Travers on Aug. 24 and the Jockey
Club Gold Cup on Sept. 1.

Promotion days: Tumbler on July 19,
baseball jersey on Aug. 2, trucker hat on
Aug. 16 and the Saratoga windbreaker
on Sept. 1.

Horses: The Triple Crown champs
— Derby winner Mystik Dan, Preak-

ness winner Seize the Gray and my
personal favorite, Dornoch, who won
the first ever Belmont Stakes at Sara-
toga — are all pointed to the Travers.

Sierra Leone and Muth may also be
entered. Thorpedo Anna, arguably
better than them all, may race in both
the CCAO and four weeks later in the
Alabama. And heavyweight champ
National Treasure, arguably the best
horse on the planet, is scheduled to




SPA VISIT: The annual
Saratoga meet gets
underway Thursday, with
40 days of racing,
highlighted by the Travers
on July 24, dominating
Saratoga Springs.

USA TODAY Sports

Saratoga essentials

All the important details
you need to know about
this season’s races at
Saratoga Springs:

MEET: Thursday through
Sept. 2 (40 racing dates)
SCHEDULE: Wednesdays
through Sundays (dark
Mondays and Tuesdays
except Sept. 2)
ADMISSION: General: $7
in advance, $10 day of;
Travers Day (Aug. 24): $25
in advance, $30 day of (all
prices plus Ticketmaster
fees). Children 12 and
under free with parent or
guardian

GATES OPEN: 11 a.m.,
except Aug. 24 (7 a.m.)
FIRST POST: 1:10 p.m.,
except Aug, 3 (12:35 p.m.),
Aug. 24 (11:40 a.m.) and
Aug. 31-Sept. 2

(12:40 p.m.)

MORE INFO: nyra.com/
saratoga

NOTABLE STAKES
SCHEDULE
July 13: Diana

July 20: Coaching Club
American Oaks

July 27: Alfred G.
Vanderbilt

Aug. 3: Whitney, Test,
Saratoga Derby

Aug. 10: Fourstardave
Aug. 17: Alabama

Aug. 24: Travers, Ballerina,
Forego, H. Allen Jerkens
Memorial, Sword Dancer

Aug. 31: Spinaway

Sept. 1: Jockey Club Gold
Cup

Sept. 2: Hopeful

race in the Whitney.

Trainers: Last year Chad Brown
and Linda Rice finished in a 35-win
dead-heat atop the standings. Brown
and Rice ran 1-2 at the Belmont at the
Big A meet. Chris Clement and Rick
Dutrow were a distant third and
fourth. Brad “make them count” Cox
had the highest win percentage (seven
winners from 15 starts, 47 percent).

And no, I didn’t forget Steve As-
mussen. I'm going with Todd
Pletcher, who last won the title in
2020.

Jockeys: Irad Ortiz Jr. has won two
straight titles and a three-peat seems
inevitable. But hold on, brother. Lit-
tle bro Jose Ortiz and Tyler Gaffal-
ione move to Saratoga after finishing
in a tie for top rider at Churchill
Downs.

Manny Franco, Flavien Prat and
Joel Roasio will win their fair share.
Hall of Famer John “Johnny V” Ve-

lazquez, who picks his spots wisely,
will have his picture taken in the
winner’s circle. Dylan Davis and his
sister Katie will make long-shot play-
ers happy. An upset at the top? How
about Luis Saez?

The four-day Belmont Stakes Rac-
ing Festival held at the Spa was a
huge success. However, last summer
the meet suffered. Between heavy
rainfall amounts, which knocked ra-
ces off the turf, to equine deaths (12,
including the gut-wrenching Maple
Leaf Mel in front of a national TV
audience), the betting handle was
down 9 percent from 2022.

“Last year was challenging, unfor-
tunate, but we move forward,” said
David O’Rourke, NYRA CEO and
president. “The industry is in the
best place it’s ever been in terms of
safety. We’re looking forward to hav-
ing a great, safe meet.”

vcangialosi@nypost.com

Glutch lonescu makes it

a good morning

By CHRISTIAN ARNOLD

Sabrina Ionescu is clutch, the
NBAs social media accounts
proclaimed. After Wednesday’s
performance from the Liberty
superstar, it’s hard to argue.

Tonescu put up a team-high 21
points, including a pair of buckets
in crunch time, in the Liberty’s
71-68 road win over the Sun to
take sole possession of first place
in the WNBA standings.

The Liberty won their sixth
straight regular-season game
against Connecticut dating to the
2023 season, and the victory was
their 14th in their past 16 games.

Tonescu made her first basket of
the fourth quarter with 1:58 re-
maining to give the Liberty a 69-68
lead. Tonescu missed a shot on the
next two possessions, but she got
another in the closing seconds
after Breanna Stewart blocked a
DeWanna Bonner at-
tempt.

Tonescu dribbled SUN
down the clock before
driving into the lane
and sinking an off-balance shot
for a three-point lead with 4.4
seconds left.

“I had missed two floaters be-
fore that that could have put the
game away. I think it was just my
teammates picking me up,” Ion-
escu said about the sequence
that led to the crucial bucket.

“Understanding that we’re go-
ing to have another opportunity,
and just trusting myself out there
and what I'm able to do for this
team obviously knowing the
scoring, but also coming up big
defensively when we needed in
understanding what our scheme
was there at the end. ... Overall,

LIBERTY 71

for Libs

SUPER SABRINA: Liberty star Sabrina lonescu puts up a shot
during a 71-68 win over the Sun on Wednesday. lonescu came
through in the clutch on her way to a team-high 21 points. Getty Images

just wanting to continue to get
better as a player, and when you
have great players around you
that hold you to that standard,
that’s the level that I come in
with every single day.”

Connecticut passed it

68 around the 3-point arc
before Ionescu made
the Liberty’s fourth

block of the fourth quarter to
end it at the buzzer.

Stewart came up with three
blocks in the final two minutes
of the win over Connecticut. She
finished the game with 18 points
and 14 rebounds.

“The one in transition, knowing
it was literally one-on-one, I knew
[DiJonai Carrington would] at-
tack downhill,” Stewart said. “On
[Bonner], knowing she has a se-
ries of shot fakes, she’s the one
who will shoot at the end.”

Courtney Vandersloot finished
with 11 points, and Jonquel Jones
had 11 rebounds to go with eight
points for the Liberty.

Bonner led Connecticut (17-5)
with 22 points and nine re-
bounds. Brionna Jones had 17
points and eight boards, and Ty-
asha Harris scored 11.

Stewart and Ionescu combined
for 20 points in the first quarter
to help the Liberty build a 29-19
lead. But they were held to just
10 points in the second quarter,
with four points from Stewart
and Ionescu, as their lead was
trimmed to 39-38 at the break.

Vandersloot opened and
closed a 9-0 run to start the third
quarter to rebuild a double-digit
lead at 48-38.

Wednesday’s game started at 11
am. as part of the Sun’s annual
“Camp Day,” which caters to lo-
cal children and summer camps
in Connecticut. Ionescu joked
that she hoped the early start
time was a one-time thing.

“Hopefully there won’t be too
many more 11 a.m. games. It’s a
little early,” she said.

carnold@nypost.com

CGaitlin temp rises in Fever defeat

By JENNA LEMONCELLI

Things got chippy between In-
diana Fever rookie Caitlin Clark
and Washington Mystics guard
Julie Vanloo during Wednes-
day’s Fever loss in Indianapolis.

With the Mystics leading the
Fever midway through the sec-
ond quarter, 33-23, the two play-
ers got tangled up, and Clark
shoved Vanloo while trying to
get open for a pass from Fever
veteran Erica Wheeler.

Vanloo eventually put her
arms out and appeared to ques-
tion what Clark was doing.

A replay video showed Clark
and Vanloo exchanging words,
while Wheeler and Fever All-
Star Aliyah Boston were seen
chirping with Washington cen-
ter Stefanie Dolson with 6:27

left before halftime.

A referee was in the middle of
the drama, while Clark ap-
peared to make a flopping ges-
ture at Vanloo.

It came after Clark put Van-
loo on skates when she
knocked down a 3-pointer in
her face just a few minutes into
the contest.

Clark pushed off Vanloo be-
fore she drained a step-back
3-pointer near the right corner
to extend the Fever’s lead to 5-0
with eight minutes left in the
first quarter. After that, the two
guards went after it in a tough
battle on both ends of the floor.

At one point, Clark was called
for an offensive foul, when she
pushed off Mystics guard Ariel
Atkins, who simultaneously fell
into a screen by Boston.

“Don’t fall for that. You fell
for it,” Clark was heard saying.
“She’s so soft.”

Clark’s 29 points, 13 rebounds
and five assists weren’t enough,
as the Mystics eventually
topped Indiana, 89-84, at Gain-
bridge Fieldhouse.

Reese extends her

double-double streak

Angel Reese secured her 14th
straight double-double in the
closing seconds to extend a
WNBA record as her Chicago
Sky beat the Atlanta Dream,
78-69, on Wednesday.

Reese was fouled with 6.4
seconds left then got a friendly
roll on her first free-throw at-
tempt to complete the double-
double in the win over the
Dream (7-14). — With AP
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YOUR TURN: Reilly Smith
was acquired by the
Rangers in a trade with the
Penguins. He will get a
shot to play alongside
Chris Kreider and Mika
Zibanejad — a spot that
has been a revolving door
the past few seasons.
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By MOLLIE
WALKER

As of now,
the Rangers’
headlining
offseason

acquisition

is  Reilly

Smith — a
33-year-old

right wing
who is coming
off a down year
in Pittsburgh in his
13th NHL season.

Smith was a third-liner by the time his
Penguins tenure was up, but he is now
primed to compete for a top-six role with
the Blueshirts that has seen an excessive
amount of turnover since Pavel Buchnev-
ich was traded in July 2021.

It’s another year and another candidate
to skate on the right side of Chris Kreider
and Mika Zibanejad.

The two longest-tenured Rangers have
been on a line together relatively consist-
ently since 2016 and have proven to be a
tough duo to join. Not Patrick Kane nor
Vladimir Tarasenko, nor any others on a
laundry list of current Rangers who got
looks, were able to find steady success in
that spot after Buchnevich’s departure.

The last player to look promising there
was trade-deadline acquisition Frank Va-
trano during the 2022 run to the confer-
ence final.

Smith could become the 23rd player to
give it a try since the beginning of the Da-
vid Quinn era on Broadway.

“In the past, it’s been working with a
guy that can pass, maybe more of a pas-
ser, because Kreids is a shooter, I'm a
shooter,” Zibanejad said on breakup day
last month, when the Rangers’ No. 1 cen-
ter was asked what attributes his ideal
right wing would have. “But that’s not my
job to worry about, I guess.”

It is, in fact, Chris Drury’s job, and the
Rangers president and general manager
traded a conditional fifth-round pick in
2025 and a 2027 second-rounder to ac-
quire Smith from the Penguins once it
became clear a big-name free-agent sign-
ing was no longer an option.

There’s always a possibility Peter Lavi-

olette deviates from the alignment, and
the Rangers head coach will likely do his
due diligence and explore that option.
But if he’s intent on keeping together his
most effective line from last season —
Artemi Panarin, Vincent Trocheck and
Alexis Lafreniere — then it might be dif-
ficult to split up Kreider and Zibanejad.

There is also this for Laviolette to con-
sider: Trocheck and Smith logged 1,441.27
of ice time together during the Smith’s two
seasons with the Panthers from 2015-17.

Smith is about to embark on the final
season of the three-year, $15 million deal
the Golden Knights signed him to when
he was in a top-line role, but the Ontario
native slipped to the third unit during Ve-
gas’ Stanley Cup run in 2023 before the
same series of events unfolded in Pitts-
burgh (minus the championship).

That allowed for Drury to negotiate for
the Penguins to retain 25 percent of
Smith’s salary, which put him on the Ran-
gers’ books for a more reasonable $3.75
million. If, say, Kaapo Kakko beats out
Smith for the top-six role, if the Finnish
wing is still a Ranger come October, then
it’s a price point that wouldn’t be too out
of place on the third line.

After recording 14 points in 22 playoff
games en route to his and the Golden
Knights’ first Cup victory, Smith was
traded to the Penguins. He started this
past season off strong on a line with Ev-
geni Malkin, but as the Penguins star
dropped off, so did Smith.

The downturn also came right after
Smith visited the White House with his
former Golden Knights teammates in
mid-November. As the season continued
and he struggled to produce, finishing
with 13 goals and 27 assists in 76 games,
there was suddenly a narrative coming
out of Pittsburgh that Smith wasn’t happy.

Having another shot at a top-six role
should be a rejuvenating prospect for
Smith, who has been described as a cere-
bral player who sees the game well and
has the skill to support it.

“The lineup is Peter’s,” Drury said on a
conference call with reporters this
month. “I think Reilly is a very versatile
winger, can play both wings. ... Just trying
to give Lavi as many options as you can
to try and put together the best lineup.”

mwalkerl@nypost.com




By ETHAN SEARS

Sam Rosen’s honors al-
ready include the Hockey
Hall of Fame’s Foster Hewitt
Award, four Sports Emmys
and an upcoming 40th anni-
versary season as the Ran-
gers’ play-by-play announ-
cer.

His upcoming induction
to the New York State
Hockey Hall of Fame,
though, is another that will
last even longer than a life-
time.

“It’s a great honor because
of the length of my career,
being a New Yorker my en-
tire life, it’s something that’s
special,” Rosen told The Post
ahead of the induction this
weekend in Troy, NY. “And
when you say Hall of Fame,
it’s something to me that
connotes forever. There’s no
greater honor than knowing
that a legacy will be left after
my career is over. My kids
and my grandkids and their
kids will be able to recognize
the fact that I made a contri-
bution to our sport and to
our state.”

Rosen will go into the state
Hall of Fame alongside a class
that includes a trio of Island-
ers legends — Denis Potvin,
Ken Morrow and Ed Westfall
— along with 1980 Team
USA captain Mike Eruzione.

“I'm just kind of a person
that’s there, [’m] fortunate
that I've had the career that
I've had and been around
the greatest players in the
world,” Rosen said. “Those
are the guys that to me de-
serve the honors. They
come from all over the
world, great stories and
they’re great athletes and
great people, and I've been
fortunate enough to be
around them for a long pe-
riod of time.

“Yes it’s a bit surreal when
I think about it, but my en-
tire career has been that
way. Being around, espe-
cially being a part of the

Announcer

Rosen elated

hy rise to Hall

SAM ROSEN

New York Rangers and be-
ing able to do their games.
Again, being able to watch
and broadcast and meet the
greatest players in the
world. Hall of Famers to the
nth degree, we’ve had them
as Rangers — whether it’s
Mark Messier or Wayne
Gretzky or Marcel Dionne, I
don’t want to forget Brian
Leetch. There’s so many
that have come through the
Rangers organization.”

He joins a stable of broad-
casters in the Hall that also
includes longtime Islanders
voice Howie Rose and Al
Michaels, who called the
Miracle on Ice. Currently
the longest-tenured active
broadcaster in the NHL, Ro-
sen has been the soundtrack
of the franchise for two gen-
erations, spanning coach
Herb Brooks and captain
Barry Beck through coach
Peter Laviolette and captain
Jacob Trouba.

“I think the times that I re-
flect on it is when fans come

up to me outside the Gar-
den, sometimes inside the
Garden, in arenas around
the league — whether it’s
older fans, younger fans,
their kids and they’re pass-
ing along the spirit and the
greatness of the sport,” Ro-
sen said. “And I think when I
step away, people come up
and it used to be, in my early
days, it was all about auto-
graphs and would I pose for
a picture on camera? Now
it’s all about selfies.

“And the people are really
terrific, and it means a lot to
them. And that’s the time
when I walk away and I sit
in my car and I say, wow, it’s
really something special
that, number one, they say
nice things about me, to me,
and number two, that they
passed on the love of the
game, the love of the sport
to their kids and sometimes
their grandkids, and I've
been part of that. That
makes it extra special.”

As things stand, there are
no plans for him to back off
at age 76.

“For me, the love is still
there, the excitement is still
there,” he said. “But there are
alot of other considerations.
Always travel considera-
tions, health considerations,
family considerations. All
those things come into play,
and basically kind of just go
year-to-year and see how it
goes. It’s been a great ride,
and I'love it. And I'm looking
forward to next season.”

esears@nypost.com

Islanders’ Russian prospect
Is headed back to homeland

By ETHAN SEARS

Ruslan Iskhakov’s two games with the Is-
landers late last season ended up being his

only games with the club.

The 23-year-old, who led AHL Bridgeport
in goals and assists last season, is signing
with CSKA Moscow in the KHL, an industry
source told The Post. Championat, a Rus-
sian news outlet, initially reported the news.

Iskhakov, the team’s second-round pick
in 2018, was considered one of the better
prospects in the organization. But the
writing was on the wall as he struggled to
get a call-up despite posting strong num-

bers in the American League.
His 5-foot-8 stature posed issues in the

NHL that were immediately evident when Is-
khakov finally did get the call in the last game

of the regular season. With Matt Martin hurt

in the playoffs, Patrick Roy tried inserting Is-
khakov in Game 4 of the first-round series
against the Hurricanes, but the winger failed
to make an impact over limited minutes.

Iskhakov was one of four restricted free
agents the Islanders had yet to sign — Si-
mon Holmstrom, Oliver Wahlstrom and
Dennis Cholowski are the other three.
Wabhlstrom filed for arbitration ahead of the
league’s deadline.

USA TODAY Sports

Saltyk

WHERE YOU BENNETT?

Rams QB Stetson Bennett
(13) did not play in his rookie
season last year. He said he
needed to “clear his head”

and was dealing with “a
bunch of everything all at
once” after a whirlwind
college career at Georgia.

Jawg

Ex-Georgia QB took off rookie
season with Rams to ‘clear head’

By JENNA LEMONCELLI

Rams quarterback Stetson
Bennett said he spent his ab-
sence during most of his
rookie season clearing his
head at home in Georgia.

Bennett, a two-time na-
tional champion quarter-
back with the Bulldogs,
missed the majority of the
2023 season after being
placed on the reserve/non-
football injury list in Sep-
tember, and the Rams have
been scarce about the mat-
ter.

During a recent appear-
ance on the “Unreserved
with TJ Callaway” podcast,
the host asked Bennett,
“Where have you been?”

“Home,” the 26-year-old
Bennett said after the pair
shared a laugh. “I went home
for a minute. Kind of had to
clear my head. I don’t know,
it was a bunch of everything
all at once it felt like.

“Just needed some fresh
air. And, you know, the Rams
and all that were gracious
enough to let that happen. ...
I just needed a little bit of a
break.”

Bennett added that he just
got back from Los Angeles
after participating in the

Rams OTAs.

The quarterback explained
things really haven’t sunk in
after winning back-to-back
national championships
with the Bulldogs — and be-
ing named the offensive
MVP in the championship
game wins over Alabama
and TCU.

“It was pretty special,”
Bennett said of winning
back-to-back titles with the
Bulldogs. “But, it’s a ques-
tion of staying, you know,
moving on from that be-
cause you got all these years
to live and to go do other
things to be successful at, to
work hard at. You can’t just
hang your head on that.”

Bennett was arrested for
public intoxication in Dallas
in January 2023, shortly after
Georgia’s national title win
versus TCU that month.

The Rams then selected
Bennett, who was a Heisman
Trophy finalist, in the fourth
round, 128th overall, of the
2023 draft.

Bennett recalled feeling
uncertain of himself during
his final season with the
Bulldogs.

“I feel like everybody kind
of ... I'd say after the first
[national  championship]

people wanted me to leave ...
somewhere in the second
natty season,” he said. “The
whole first national champi-
onship season I was not cer-
tain of myself. ... I was on the
field because if not you’ll get
run over, but as far as assert-
ing myself as the starting
quarterback on the Georgia
Bulldogs, but it was very
much so that feels like a big
pile of s-t.”

Bennett’s situation raised
eyebrows last season, when
he was expected to be Matt-
hew Stafford’s backup. How-
ever, Bennett, was ruled out
with a shoulder injury be-
fore a Week 1 matchup ver-
sus the Seahawks.

McVay said he preferred to
keep the details of Bennett’s
absence “in house” at the
time.

“There are certain things
that I think are a little bit
bigger and more important,
and out of respect for the
particulars and the specifics,
want to be able to keep it in-
house, and that’s where I'd
like to leave it please,” the
Super Bowl-winning coach
said.

The Rams open the 2024
season at Detroit on Sept. 8
in a playoff rematch.
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Mcliroy
opens up
after Open
disaster

By JUSTIN TERRANOVA

Rory Mcllroy is ready to put the
U.S. Open disaster behind him.

Mcllroy spoke at length for the
first time Wednesday on how he
dealt with the disappointment of
missing two short putts in the final
three holes that cost him the win at
Pinehurst No. 2 and his first major
in a decade.

“[The days have] been OK. I got
over it pretty quickly,” Mcllroy told
SkySports. “The few days after
were pretty tough at times. But I
feel like I've done a good job of
thinking about it rationally and con-
structively and taking what I need
from it and trying to learn from it.

“For the most part, it was a great
day. I keep telling people, it was a
great day until it wasn’t. There were
a couple of little things I'd like to
have back at the end there. Overall,
I can’t fault how I played or the
game plan that I had or how I han-
dled myself the whole way through
the tournament.”

Mcllroy dueled with Bryson De-
Chambeau on the Sunday of the
U.S. Open, with the lead shifting
back and forth over the course of a
dramatic final round.

But Mcllroy had seemed to take
control and owned a two-shot lead
in the latter portions before missing
a pair of short par putts on 16 and 18
that opened the door for DeCham-
beau’s victory.

“I can vividly remember starting
to feel a little uncomfortable wait-
ing for my second putt on 16 and the
putt on the last was a really tricky
putt and I was very aware where
Bryson was off the tee,” Mcllroy
told reporters. “I knew I had to hit it
very soft. If the one back didn’t mat-
ter I would have hit it firmer but be-
cause I was sort of two minds — I
didn’t know if Bryson was going to
make a par or not — it was one of
those ones where I just had to make
sure if the putt didn’t go in it didn’t
2o 10 feet by, which it very easily
could have. Thinking back, I think I
was probably a little too aware of
where Bryson was and what he was
doing.”

Mcllroy stormed off the North
Carolina facility after DeChambeau
made a tremendous up-and-down
on the final hole to seal a one-shot
win.

The 35-year-old then announced
in a statement he would be taking a
few weeks away from the sport.

Mcllroy makes his return Thurs-
day as he defends his Scottish Open
title, and next week is the season’s
final major with the British Open at
Troon.

)

By JARED SCHWARTZ

Disaster prompted repercus-
sions.

Gregg Berhalter was fired as
head coach of the United States
Men’s Soccer Team, the U.S.
Soccer Federation announced
Wednesday.

It ends an extremely polariz-
ing 51/, seasons in charge for
Berhalter, which ended in an
embarrassing group stage exit
at the 2024 Copa America —
hosted on U.S. soil.

“We are deeply grateful to
Gregg for his commitment the
past five years to the Men’s Na-
tional Team and to U.S. Soc-
cer,” U.S. Soccer sporting di-
rector Matt Crocker said in a
statement. “Gregg has earned
the respect of everyone within
our organization and has
played a pivotal role in bring-
ing together a young team and
moving the program forward.
We wish Gregg all the best in
his future endeavors, and we
know he will find success in his
next coaching position.”

The USMNT will now have a
new leader ahead of the 2026
World Cup, which the U.S.
will co-host along with
Mexico and Canada.

Crocker said
U.S. Soccer has
“already begun”
searching for a
new coach.

The potential
list of replace-
ments for Ber-
halter includes
former Liver-
pool manager
Jurgen Klopp,

heim manager Pellegrino Mata-
razzo, former Norwich man-
ager David Wagner, former El
Salvador coach Hugo Perez and
ex-Arsenal and Red Bulls star
Thierry Henry.

Klopp, 57, would be a home-
run hire after he led Liverpool
to a Premier League title and
Champions League title across
his nine seasons; he recently
stepped down and it’s unclear
if he would be willing to jump
right into another job. He’d also
cost a lot of money.

Berhalter, 50, took over in De-
cember 2018 — one year after
the USMNT infamously failed

4
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to qualify for the 2018 World
Cup. He’s overseen a “golden
generation” of American play-
ers, a young core the majority
of which plays at the highest
levels in Europe.

A former USMNT player
himself, Berhalter as manager
won two continental champi-
onships — the Nations League
title in 2021 and the 2021 CON-
CACAF Gold Cup, both times
defeating Mexico in the final.

His team qualified for the
2022 World Cup, where the
team subsequently reached the
Round of 16 before falling to
the Netherlands.

Berhalter’s contract expired
following the World Cup in De-
cember 2022. After a search for
a new manager, the USSF an-
nounced in June 2023 that Ber-
halter was returning as man-
ager.

But in his first major tourna-

ment since being rehired, the

Copa America, the USMNT

was humiliated. After beating

Bolivia in the opener, the

USMNT lost to Panama and

Uruguay and became the first
host nation ever to be elimi-
nated in the group stage in
tournament history.

The USSF announced follow-
ing the team’s exit that it would
evaluate the head-coaching po-
sition. And on Wednesday, they
decided for a new chapter.
Berhalter’s tenure was also
marred by a brief scandal.
After one of the team’s

more promising players,

Gio Reyna, did not receive

much playing time at the

2022 World Cup, Berhal-

ter, while speaking at a

luded to a player he had to dis-
cipline and nearly send home
due to bad behavior. Berhalter
did not name Reyna by name,
but it was clear who Berhalter
was referring to.

Berhalter claimed he believed
he was speaking off-the-record,
but Reyna subsequently blasted
Berhalter and claimed that the
ex-coach told him the incident
would remain in-house.

Soon after, the USSF found
that Reyna’s parents, Claudio
and Danielle, attempted to re-
taliate against Berhalter. Dan-
ielle contacted the USSF about
an alleged fight Berhalter got
into with his now-wife, Rosal-
ind, 30 years prior when the
two were teammates at the
University of North Carolina.
Danielle Reyna played
with Rosalind Berhalter
at North Carolina,
while Berhalter and
Claudio Reyna were
teammates on the
USMNT.

Berhalter claimed
he was being black-
mailed by the Reynas. And the
USSF’s investigation and a re-
port by a law firm determined
that Berhalter did not improp-
erly withhold information
about that 1992 incident, paving
the way for him to be rehired in
2023.

Reyna was a staple in Berhal-
ter’s lineups at the Copa Amer-
ica, but now the two will no
longer be intertwined.

Perhaps the most important
cycle in USMNT history lies
ahead in the near future.

But first, finding the man to
guide them there.

TSG Hoffen- leadership conference, al- jschwartz@nypost.com
UGLY [ ]
SCENE: ruguayan piayers 1i
Uruguay’s —— G m— — —

players argue
with fans at the
end of a Copa
America
semifinal they
lost to
Colombia, 1-0,
in Charlotte,
N.C.,on
Wednesday
night.

AP

By CHRISTIAN ARNOLD

An ugly scene unfolded after Co-
lombia defeated Uruguay 1-0 in a
Copa America semifinal Wednes-
day night at Bank of America Sta-
dium in Charlotte, N.C,, as Uruguay
players stormed into the stands to
engage with fans of Colombia.

Broadcast footage and video from
inside the stadium showed a number

of Uruguayan players entering the
stands, with punches being thrown
and what appeared to be at least one
beverage being flung into the melee.

According to multiple reports,
Liverpool star Darwin Nunez was
among those in the fracas.

The shirtless Nunez could be seen
being held back by people in the
stands and then a Colombian fan ap-
peared to strike him in the face.




KICKED TO THE CURB: Coach Gregg
Berhalter’s inability to get the U.S. Men’s National
Team out of group play in the Copa America
tournament despite being its host proved to be his
downfall, as he was fired Wednesday.

Getty Images; AP

in stands after semi loss

It also appeared that Nunez was
able to land a punch on someone in
another clip.

Uruguay’s Jose Maria Gimenez
said the Colombian fans had been
the aggressors and were being mena-
cing toward family members of the
Uruguay team, USA Today reported.

“This is a disaster, our family was
in danger,” Gimenez said. “We had
to get into the stands to get our

loved ones out, with small newborn
babies. There was not a single po-
lice officer ... and we were there
standing up for our own.”

Police officers could be seen
struggling to make their way into
the fracas to try and contain the sit-
uation, and even when they did ar-
rive, there were still some people at-
tempting to push and shove.

carnold1@nypost.com

LONDON CALLING: England’s Ollie Watkins celebrates after scoring the game-winning goal past
Netherlands goalkeeper Bart Verbruggen during a Euro 2024 semifinal Wednesday. Al

P

Fit for a king: England in
final after stoppage goal

By STEVE DOUGLAS

DORTMUND, Germany — En-
gland is into another European
Championship final after its latest
dramatic, come-from-behind win
that even took King Charles III on
aroller-coaster ride.

Ollie Watkins, who came on for
captain Harry Kane in a bold call
by coach Gareth Southgate, scored
in the first minute of stoppage time
to earn England a 2-1 win over the
Netherlands on Wednesday and a
shot at Spain in the title match.

In the knockout stage at Euro
2024, England has scored a stop-
page-time equalizer through Jude
Bellingham before edging past Slo-
vakia in the last 16 and needed a
penalty-shootout to see off Switz-
erland in the quarterfinals.

England is keeping its support-
ers back home on the edge of their
seats — and that includes its mon-
arch.

“If I may encourage you to se-
cure victory before the need for
any last minute wonder-goals or
another penalties drama, I am sure
the stresses on the nation’s collec-
tive heart rate and blood pressure
would be greatly alleviated!” the
king said in a congratulatory mes-
sage soon after the game in Dort-
mund.

Watkins’ goal was fit for a king.

He had only made one previous
appearance at Euro 2024 — as a
substitute in the group game
against Denmark — so it was a sur-

ENGLAND 'Y Euro 2024
NETHERLANDS 1 gECEUTH

prise when he was introduced by
Southgate in the 80th minute in
England’s biggest match so far.

The gamble paid off.

Fed by another substitute in Cole
Palmer, Watkins took a touch with
his back to goal just inside the area
and, from a tight angle, smashed a
fierce shot into the bottom corner.

“Unbelievable — I've been wait-
ing for that moment for weeks,”
said Watkins, the Aston Villa
striker who was the fourth-equal
top scorer in the Premier League
last season. “It’s taken a lot of hard
work to get to where I am today. I
got the opportunity and took it
with both hands.”

It was painful for Netherlands
coach Ronald Koeman.

“T'had a feeling toward the end of
the match that maybe we could
score,” Koeman said, “and for sure
in extra time I'd have put money
onus.”

England will play Lamine Yamal
and Spain in Sunday’s final in Ber-
lin. It will be the nation’s first title
match on foreign soil, having won
the World Cup in 1966 and lost to
Italy in the Euro 2020 final — both
times at Wembley Stadium.

“It’s going to be unbelievably
tough — a really difficult game,”
Kane said of the title match, with
Spain widely regarded as the best
team at the tournament. “One

more game to make history.”

The sea of orange in the giant
South Stand at Dortmund’s West-
falenstadion fell silent for the first
time after Watkins’ late goal. It
housed the most vocal of the
Dutch supporters who dominated
the city center before marching in
their thousands to the stadium
ahead of the game. Police reported
three separate clashes between
fans from both countries in the
city.

It gave the occasion the feeling
of a home match for the Dutch and
England was up against it even
more after the 2l-year-old Xavi Si-
mons became the second youngest
scorer for the Netherlands at a Eu-
ros.

The Paris Saint-Germain mid-
fielder dispossessed Declan Rice
about 40 meters (yards) out, drove
forward and unleashed a shot into
the far corner from outside the
area.

Compared to the 16-year-old Ya-
mal, Spain’s new superstar, Simons
is a soccer veteran but this was an-
other case of a young player shin-
ing on the big stage at the Euros.

Kane has had plenty of big mo-
ments at major tournaments and
he had another when he slotted
home a penalty after Denzel Dum-
fries’ outstretched leg made con-
tact with Kane’s foot as the En-
gland striker attempted a shot.

Kane became the sixth player to
be on three goals for the
tournament. — AP
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PAYING A BIG

GOMPLEMENT

As secondary scorer, Bridges should fit right in

By ZACH BRAZILLER

It won’t take much adjusting for
Mikal Bridges to get used to his
new role with the Knicks.

It will be similar to the one he
had at Villanova, with the Suns
and even recently Team USA bas-
ketball. If anything, being a go-to
guy with the Nets was more out
of the ordinary for the talented
two-way wing.

“I think it’s not going to be that
hard honestly,” Bridges said this
week, as he was introduced as the
newest Knick. “I think it’s just
knowing the brand we play here,
and playing the right way is who I
am. It’s like a natural thing. It’s
kind of like going to [Team] USA,
kind of the same thing where ob-
viously, going to USA last year,
the role’s going to change.”

The 6-foot-6 Bridges has ex-
celled as a secondary offensive
option from his time at Villanova
until now, as someone who can
score big when called upon but
wasn’t leaned on to be that guy
every night. On a Knicks team
with Jalen Brunson, Julius Randle
and OG Anunoby, he won’t be
asked to do that. Bridges will be
one of several quality players for
the contending Knicks.

WHATEVER YOU NEED: Mikal Bridges says he can adjust his
game to whatever role is needed, as he did with Team USA last sum-
mer. Aside from his time with the Nets, he has been a secondary scorer
throughout his career, which he likely will be with the Knicks, too.

“Just being ready,” he said, re-
garding his approach with his
new team. “I adapt pretty fast.
Listen, I just want to win. I know
the things I've got to do to help us

win, and I'm excited.”

A part of that excitement is re-
uniting with his former Villanova
teammates — Brunson, Josh Hart
and Donte DiVincenzo. Bridges

sobew| Aney ‘Biaqiauzep) saiey) 1sod ‘AN

watched them excel together
from a distance and reach Game 7
of the Eastern Conference semifi-
nals. Now, he’s part of “Knicksa-
nova,” as Post columnist Mike
Vaccaro has dubbed them.
Bridges was on both national
championship teams with the
Wildcats, in 2016 and 2018, and is
hoping to win a title in the NBA
with them now, too.

He sounded most excited to
play with Brunson again. When
Brunson signed a four-year, $104
million with the Knicks two sum-
mers ago, some considered it an
overpay. The move was heavily
criticized. Bridges knew better,
tweeting at the time: “Ya’ll must
not know how cold JB really is
lol.” That looks smart now, as
Brunson has developed into one
of the top lead guards in the
league.

“I.B.s just who he is. ... I know
how much he works. I know how
crazy his father is,” Bridges said,
referring to Knicks assistant
coach Rick Brunson. “I know
what he’s capable of. So that was
kind of simple for me. But yeah,
honestly, just J.B. in general, Vil-
lanova years, playing in college,
it’s kind of like second nature
playing basketball with him.

“He
plays the
right way.

I know how

to play off of

him. Excited to

play with him and every-
body on this team.”

Bridges’ arrival and Anunoby
re-signing has given Knicks fans
hope that the roster is now in
place to be a legitimate title con-
tender. Bridges figures to mesh
well here, not only because of
how well he knows Brunson, Hart
and DiVincenzo, but because he
provides a skill set as a tenacious
defender and strong offensive
player that complements the ros-
ter. Plus, he is an iron man, with a
streak of 474 games played since
he was drafted 10th overall by the
Suns in 2010, which should en-
dear Bridges to his new coach,
Tom Thibodeau.

“Looking at the team last year, I
think I fit in really well,” Bridges
said. “Just, obviously, you've got
two All-NBA guys, J.B. and Julius.
How I play basketball, just a good
brand of basketball. Know how to
make winning plays, play the
right way. So I think I fit in pretty
well.”

zbraziller@nypost.com

Knicks to get Vegas look at intriguing "21 draft pick

By STEFAN BONDY president  Leon resents the first time
Rose chose Miles he has worked
Rokas Jokubaitis, the in- McBride. closely with the
triguing Knicks draft pick Jokubaitis played Knicks coaching
from Lithuania, is coming three summer staff in three years.
back to Vegas. league games with His availability for
The 23-year-old guard will the Knicks that summer league was
play for the Knicks’ summer year — totaling secured after Lithua-
league squad, both an NBA  just 29 minutes — nia was eliminated
source and Jokubaitis’ cur- and left to play in the Olympic qual-
rent professional team, Bar-  overseas with Bar- ROKAS ifiers Monday, as
celona, confirmed to The celona, the Eurol- JAKUBAITIS Jokubaitis’ agent told

Post on Wednesday.
Jokubaitis was drafted

34th overall by the Knicks in

2021, two spots before team

eague powerhouse.
Jokubaitis didn’t partici-

pate in the past two summer

leagues, so this month rep-

The Post that the
guard would’ve otherwise
had to skip Vegas to prepare
for the Olympics.

But now he’s free and
joining a Knicks roster that
is expected to also include
Pacome Dadiet, the 2024
first-round pick, and Tyler
Kolek, the second-round
guard from Marquette.

Barcelona’s media di-
rector, Robert Guell, con-
firmed a report from
Sport45 in Spain that the
club gave “the green light”
to  Jokubaitis’  summer
league participation.

As a contributor with the
senior sides of both Barce-

lona and the Lithuanian na-
tional team, Jokubaitis pedi-
gree deserves attention in
Vegas.

Additionally, Jokubaitis’
future with Barcelona
seems tenuous, as his play-
ing time dropped and the
backcourt grew crowded
with the addition of long-
time NBA point guard
Ricky Rubio.

Jokubaitis has one year left
on his deal with Barcelona,
but the team’s coach seemed
noncommittal about Jokub-

aitis’ return next season.

“It’s a long summer,” Barca
coach Joan Penarroya told
reporters.

At 6-foot-4, Jokubaitis is a
combo guard who is more of
a scorer than facilitator. In
the four Olympic qualifiers
for Lithuania, he averaged
20.9 minutes, 8.8 points and
4.0 assists while shooting
40.7 percent.

The Knicks open their
summer league slate Satur-
day against the Hornets.

sbondy@nypost.com
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By TIM REYNOLDS

LAS VEGAS — Derrick White
of the NBA champion Celtics has
replaced the Clippers’ Kawhi Le-
onard on the U.S. team for the
Paris Olympics, USA Basketball
said Wednesday in the first
shake-up to a roster that was an-
nounced in the spring.

Leonard missed 12 of the Clip-
pers’ final 14 games this past sea-
son with right knee inflamma-
tion, though he said in recent
days that he felt fine and the
knee was doing well. USA Bas-
ketball said it, along with the
Clippers, made the decision on
Leonard’s status for Paris.

“Kawhi has been ramping up
for the Olympics over the past
several weeks and had a few
strong practices in Las Vegas,”
USA Basketball said in a state-
ment. “He felt ready to compete.
However, he respects that USA
Basketball and the Clippers de-
termined it’s in his best interest
to spend the remainder of the
summer preparing for the up-
coming season rather than par-
ticipating in the Olympic Games
in Paris.”

White averaged 15.2 points and
5.2 assists for the Celtics this past
season. His selection gives Bos-
ton three of the 12 players on the
U.S. roster — Celtics teammates
Jayson Tatum and Jrue Holiday
also are Paris-bound.

White is expected to be in Abu
Dhabi, United Arab Emirates,
later this week to join the U.S.
squad. The team will fly to Abu
Dhabi from Las Vegas on Thurs-
day and is scheduled to practice

Kawhi bails on
Olympics; White
added to squad

KAWHI
LEONARD

DERRICK
WHITE

there Saturday ahead of exhibi-
tion games against Australia on
July 15 and Serbia on July 17.

“I am happy to announce that
Derrick will compete at his first
Olympic Games on the heels of a
championship season in Boston,”
USA Basketball managing di-
rector Grant Hill said. “We look
forward to him joining the team
in the coming days as we con-
tinue preparations for Paris.

“I want to thank Kawhi for his
commitment to the USA Men’s
National Team,” Hill added. “He
earned the opportunity to repre-
sent the United States, but USA
Basketball and Clippers leader-

ship felt it’s important to allow
Kawhi to prepare for the NBA
season.”

White — a second-team All-
Defensive selection after this
past NBA season, meaning he’ll
clearly take some of the on-ball
defending duties that the Olym-
pic team likely envisioned Leon-
ard having — has some USA Bas-
ketball experience, including be-
ing part of the 2019 World Cup
team that finished seventh in
China. He and the Celtics agreed
on a four-year extension worth
nearly $126 million after the play-
off run, one in which he led Bos-
ton with 65 made 3-pointers on a
team-best 40.4 percent shooting
from beyond the arc.

Leonard is a two-time NBA
champion, six-time All-Star and
six-time All-NBA player, but in-
jury issues have been a recurring
theme in his career. USA Basket-
ball had monitored him closely in
recent weeks, making sure he
was doing well enough to be on
the court after his season with
the Clippers ended prematurely.

— AP

Porter admits to rigging games

By KYLE SCHNITZER

The former NBA player banned
for life for sports betting admitted
Wednesday to tipping off gam-
blers to games he purposely was
going to rig — and earning them
$1 million — in an effort to clear
his own gambling debt.
Former Raptors for-

regarding his gambling problem.
Porter surrendered to the feds
Wednesday morning after a crimi-
nal case was opened against him
last week, tying him to the alleged
betting ring that hinged on Porter’s
shady performances.
Four gamblers — Long Phi Pham,
Mahmud Mollah, Timothy McCor-
mack and Ammar Awaw-

ward Jontay Porter, 24,
pleaded guilty to con-
spiracy to commit
wire fraud in the gam-
bling scandal and will

owe an estimated
$456,000 in fines and res-
titution.

Porter admitted to plac-

deh — face charges in the
case for cashing in on bets
from two games Porter
purposely bowed out of
early, federal prosecutors
have said.

Porter, who had racked
up huge gambling debts,
tipped off the group at the

ing bets and working with
others “in order to get out
from under a large gam-
bling debt.”

“I know what I did was wrong
and unlawful, and I'm deeply sorry
for my conduct,” Porter told Brook-
lyn federal Judge James R. Cho.

Prosecutors recommended 41 to
51 months in prison at his sentenc-
ing, which is scheduled for Dec. 18.
He was released on $250,000 bond,
insured by his mom and wife, and
he must continue with counseling

JONTAY
PORTER

beginning of the season
and was encouraged to
clear those debts by botch-
ing performances in order
for his co-conspirators’ bets to hit,
prosecutors said.

The quartet allegedly placed
“prop bets” — or proposition bets
based on a player’s performance,
like betting whether a player will
go over or under of a certain num-
ber in a statistical category —
after finding out ahead of time
through a group chat which

games Porter would botch.

In the Raptors’ Jan. 26 game
against the Clippers, Porter alleg-
edly told one of the defendants that
he was going to take himself out
early, claiming he was injured. He
played just four minutes in the
game after leaving with a phony
eye injury.

Porter then ran a similar stunt
during the March 20 game
against the Kings, only this time
he was going to claim that he was
allegedly too sick and had to
leave the game early.

Porter’s stats both performed un-
der expected totals from gambling
books.

Each defendant placed “under”
prop bets on Porter’s performance
from those games, knowing in ad-
vance that he was going to not play
the full games, according to court
papers.

On April 4, the same day that
Porter was banned for life from
basketball for betting on games, he
texted the group chat and told
them that they “might just get hit w
a rico” — referring to a racketeer-
ing charge — before asking them to
wipe their phones clean.

kschnizter@nypost.com
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By MARK W. SANCHEZ

The Francisco Alvarez Ef-
fect has been real. The Mets
are 29-13 in games in which
their precocious young
catcher has played after
Wednesday’s 6-2 win over
the Nationals at Citi Field —
and 17-32 without him.

Sure, the upgrade with the
bat — his .852 OPS began
play Wednesday as third-
best among catchers with at
least 100 plate appearances
— has been significant. But
Alvarez’s influence on the
pitching staff has been
nearly as stark.

Consider the fact that
with Alvarez squatting be-
hind home plate, Mets
pitchers brought a 3.25 ERA
into Wednesday. The Mets’
overall team ERA entered
play an entire run higher —
4.25 — and only four pri-
mary catchers in all of MLB
brought better marks than
Alvarez’s into play (At-
lanta’s Sean Murphy at 2.55,
Philadelphia’s J.T. Realmuto
at 2.86, Boston’s Reese
McGuire at 3.01 and Seattle’s
Cal Raleigh at 3.25).

It is not just that the 22-
year-old is growing into a
star with his bat. A second-
year ball of energy has
emerged as a defensive dif-
ference-maker in the most
demanding position in the
game while working with a
predominantly veteran staff.

“‘Alvy is amazing,” Jose
Quintana said after partner-
ing with Alvarez during
Tuesday’s win. “I love this
kid.”

Quintana’s ERA when
throwing to Alvarez: 1.76.
Quintana’s ERA throwing to
anyone else: 5.86.

He’s not alone. Sean Ma-
naea’s ERA when throwing
to Alvarez: 133. Manaea
throwing to anyone else:
5.17.

Manaea pointed to Alva-
rez’s boisterous personality
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HELPING HAND: Second-year catcher Francisco Alvarez celebrates with Jose Butto after Wednesday night's win. A
big-hitting prospect, Alvarez’s work behind the plate is also garnering rave reviews.

as a trait that separates him.

“He’s very outgoing and
outspoken and kind of has
those leadership qualities,”
said Manaea, a nine-year
veteran. “I know he’s very
young, but you can sense
that he’s just very confident
in his work, and you see that
in his [preparation].

“For me, from my per-
spective, there’s no reason
not to trust him.”

Adrian Houser’s ERA with
Alvarez: 2.50. Houser’s ERA
with anyone else: 6.89.

It only took a couple
spring training outings for
the first-year Met to realize

he would enjoy working
with Alvarez.

“After getting to talk to
him for a little bit, it was,
‘Hey, this is how I like to
pitch, this is how I like to at-
tack, ” Houser said of his
early talks with Alvarez.
“And after a couple outings,
it was already pretty easy.
‘Hey, I liked how you threw
that.

“We got on the same page
pretty quick.”

There have been no com-
plaints about Alvarez’s prep
work, knowledge of the
pitchers he is catching and
the opposing hitters. But the

most obvious quality in his
defensive game is a demon-
strative element to how he
catches.

Especially in a big spot or
when a pitcher is beginning
to tire, it is as if Alvarez at-
tempts to will his partner
across the finish line. He
will dramatically wave his
glove upward when he
wants to encourage his
pitcher to throw a pitch at
the top of the zone. He will
tap the dirt in demanding
typically a breaking ball gets
bounced.

A staff with tiring arms
and occasionally tiring en-

N.Y. Post: Charles Wenzelberg

ergy has appreciated the
boost from a catcher who
doesn’t seem to run out of
energy.

“He really wants you to
execute this pitch,” Houser
said. “I think that helps a lot.
He’s really trying to work
hard for that pitch.”

“When you see him, like,
‘get it up, ” Manaea said, “It
kind of reiterates that fact,
that we’re going fastball up.
.. Having that visual feed-
back can be helpful.

‘And then when you
throw a good pitch, and he
gives you one of those [fist
pumps].”

Nimmo: Snub not behind power surge

By ZACH BRAZILLER

Brandon Nimmo hasn’t hid his
disappointment over being by-
passed for the All-Star Game.

His numbers, the Mets’ outfielder
believes, are more than good
enough to warrant selection. But
that’s not what’s behind his recent
power surge.

“Does it give me any extra [moti-
vation]? You know, sure, but that’s
never really worked for me,”
Nimmo told The Post after he ho-
mered for the third straight game in
the Mets’ 6-2 win over the Nationals
at Citi Field on Wednesday night. “It
worked in football when I played

football, but it’s never worked in
baseball for me.”

To Nimmo, he’s now getting re-
warded for consistently hitting the
ball hard. He’s not trying to hit
home runs, but they are coming,
nine long balls in his past 20 games.
With 16 homers, he’s on pace to set
a career high, after going deep 24
times a year ago.

Nimmo has never been thought of
as a power hitter, or even a run-pro-
ducer. His best asset was always his
ability to get on base, with a career
.379 on-base percentage produced
mainly out of the leadoff stop. But
recently, that’s changing. He’s also
sporting an impressive .832 OPS

and has driven in a team-high 59
runs, nine shy of his personal best of
68 set last year.

“I've kind of always known, when
I've been in the big leagues, that
there was more in the tank,” Nimmo
said. “It was just getting it out while
playing a season, making adjust-
ments, getting a little bit better here
and there as you're trying to com-
pete on an everyday basis. You want
to be able to produce as you're get-
ting better. ... I did know there was
more inside of me and I could be
better, and this is kind of the player I
always dreamed and hoped and
thought I could turn into. It’s just
taken a little bit of time.”

On May 18, the Mets moved Fran-
cisco Lindor into the leadoff spot.
Nimmo initially batted third, before
settling into the second spot. He’s
excelled there. Since May 31 span-
ning 33 games, Nimmo is slashing
.315/.396/.591 with a .986 OPS, nine
home runs and 30 RBIs.

“I do feel like my numbers have
spoken for themselves this year, and
I do feel like I've played All-Star
worthy to be selected,” Nimmo said.
“But I wouldn’t say I'm trying to go
out there and hit home runs every
day. I'm still doing the same stuff
I've been trying to do the whole
year. I'm just seeing a few more re-
sults home run-wise.”

Senga
schedule
in limbo

By MARK W. SANCHEZ

The Mets will wait to see
how Kodai Senga feels, but
the rehabbing ace may
change up his schedule and
pitch on normal, four days’
rest for his next minor league
start.

Over the past year and a
half, the Mets have given
Senga an extra day of rest be-
tween starts as often as possi-
ble, which is more akin to
how he was used in Japan.
His start Tuesday with Tri-
ple-A Syracuse came on five
days’ rest. But with the ma-
jors and minors taking a
break beginning Monday for
the All-Star festivities, the
Mets are contemplating
pitching Senga on the more
normal, four days’ rest on
Sunday.

( METS NOTES

“That’s still TBD,” manager
Carlos Mendoza said before
the Mets beat the Nationals,
6-2, at Citi Field on Wednes-
day. “Hopefully by [Thurs-
day], end of the day, [we’ll
know].”

Senga built up to 52 pitches
but in just 2 2/; innings Tues-
day in his first start with Syr-
acuse and second rehab out-
ing overall. He is likely multi-
ple starts away from becom-
ing an option for his 2024 de-
but.

The minor league season
pauses after Sunday’s games
and does not continue until
the following Friday. If Senga,
who is attempting to come
back from a right shoulder
capsule strain and triceps
tightness, is unable to pitch
on four days’ rest, he could
instead throw a simulated
game Monday.

» Jake Diekman, who en-
tered with one out and a run-
ner in the seventh inning and
struck out the only two bat-
ters he faced, appeared in his
700th career game.

“It’s not easy to do,” Men-
doza said of the 37-year-old
Diekman, who is in his 13th
season. “Proud of him for
how long he’s been doing
this. ... Huge influence there
in that locker room.”

» Mark Vientos, who
smacked an RBI double in
the sixth inning to tie the
game, has eight RBIs in his
past seven home games.




By GREG JOYCE

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. —
The Yankees’ latest summer
swoon has reached a famil-
iar stage: the pitchforks
coming out for Aaron
Boone.

And though much of the
fan outrage lately has been
centered around Boone —
which may have been tem-
pered at least for a night on
Wednesday, as the Yankees
beat the Rays 2-1 to win for
the seventh time in their last
24 games — general man-
ager Brian Cashman offered
him a vote of confidence be-
fore the series began on
Tuesday.

“Obviously he works ex-
tremely hard,” Cashman said
after making the trip to
Tropicana Field because of
the team’s struggles. “He’s
very well-connected with
these guys. He’s charged ev-
ery day with pushing the
right buttons the best he can
with what he’s got. I think
he’s navigating that as well
as he possibly can.

“It was a tidal wave of suc-
cess here for the first two
months and then here, as we
closed out June and entered
July, we’ve hit a really rough
patch for an extended period
of time. Ultimately it all
comes together with what
our current record is, but we
gotta be playing better than
we currently are right now
as an entire unit.”

The Yankees had the best
record in baseball on June 14

Pressure mounting
on Boone, Bombers

STILL HERE:
Aaron Boone
watches the
action during
Wednesday’s
much-needed
win. AP

at 50-22. Since then, they are
6-16, which is the majors’
worst record during that
span. In that time, the Yan-
kees have gone from holding
a3Y/,-game lead atop the AL
East to trailing the Orioles
by two games. They finished
Wednesday as the top AL
wild card but with the Twins
(2 Y/, games back), Red Sox
(4 Y/, games back) and Roy-
als (five games back) sud-
denly nipping at their heels.
The Astros have also begun
to turn things around and
the defending World Series

champion Rangers are lurk-
ing and getting hot as they
try to decide whether or not
to sell at the trade deadline.

Boone, who is in the final
year of his contract, took re-
sponsibility Tuesday night
when asked what he could
do as manager to help the
Yankees snap out of their
prolonged funk.

“It starts with me,” Boone
said. “I filter in through the
coaches and it’s about us try-
ing to get these guys pre-
pared the best we can, set-
ting a tone with how we

present ourselves. But it’s on
us as coaches to put our
players in the best position
possible to go out there and
be successful.

“We got to continue to try
to do that to the best of our
ability and trust that the
ball’s going to start to
bounce our way a little bit
and we can get it rolling
here. It starts on that bump
and we gotta keep at it.”

And while the Yankees’
struggles of the last three-
plus weeks may have slightly
loosened what not long ago
seemed like a surefire grip
on a playoff spot, they still
ended Wednesday with the
majors’ fourth-best record.
As of Wednesday morning,
FanGraphs had their playoff
odds at 971 percent.

“Acknowledging the last
three, four weeks have been
brutal — we know we’re bet-
ter than that, and everyone’s
a little bit frustrated,” Boone
said before Wednesday’s
win. “But the other reality of
the situation is we’ve put
ourselves in a good spot here
however many games into it.
We've set ourselves up to
achieve all our hopes and
dreams in the season.

Soto can’t shake hand injury

By GREG JOYCE

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — Juan Soto
took a big whiff at strike three in the
third inning Tuesday night and imme-
diately grimaced in a concerning
look.

The Yankees star remained in the
game and was back in the lineup
Wednesday, going 2-for-4 in a much-
needed 2-1 win over the Rays.

But manager Aaron Boone acknowl-
edged that uncomfortable-looking
swing was due to the right hand dis-
comfort that Soto has still been feel-
ing at times after banging it on the
ground against the Blue Jays on June
28.

“Every now and then, he’ll take a
swing where it bothers him a little bit
or a swing-and-miss where it bothers
him,” Boone said Wednesday at Trop-
icana Field. “But overall, he’s doing
pretty well with it. It’s obviously not
affecting his ability to impact the ball
much.”

Soto homered a few innings after
initially sustaining the bruised hand
and was scratched from the lineup the
next day because he was having diffi-
culty swinging the bat. He was a late

" YANKEES NOTES

addition to the lineup the following
day after it had improved enough and
has not missed a game since, though
he entered Wednesday batting
5-for-29 (.172) with eight walks, one
home run and a .662 OPS in eight
games since the injury.

“He’s definitely been grinding
through some things, but not some-
thing that I think any of us are too
worried about,” Boone said.

» Giancarlo Stanton, who did
“quite a bit of running” on Tuesday
according to Boone, could be in a po-
sition to play in games when the Yan-
kees return from the All-Star break
next Friday. The team is still debating
whether Stanton, coming back from a
hamstring strain that he suffered on
June 22, will need a rehab assignment
before coming back.

Stanton missed six weeks with a
hamstring strain last year but only
played in one rehab game before re-
turning to the Yankees. He homered
and doubled in his first two games
back but then fell into a slump.

» The Yankees signed lefty reliever
Tim Mayza to a minor league contract
after he was designated for assignment
and released by the Blue Jays.

Mayza, who gave up Aaron Judge’s
61st home run in 2022, had an 8.03 ERA
in 35 appearances this season for the
Blue Jays with his velocity down. But it
was only last year that he posted a 1.52
ERA across 69 games, which the Yan-
kees are hoping they can tap back into.

“We’ll see what we have,” Boone said.
“Pretty good track record. It’s been a
tough year for him ... but he’s been a
guy that’s performed really well in the
AL East.”

» DJ LeMahieu took a beating at
the plate, getting hit on the left pinky
by a 92 mph fastball and later fouling
off a ball that bounced up and hit him
on the neck, just below his jaw. After
being tended to by a trainer and
Boone both times — needing a longer
breather in the second instance — he
remained in the game.

» Soto stole second base in the
eighth inning, marking the Yankees’
first steal since June 14 — snapping a
21-game streak without one.
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UP, UP & JOS

By MARK W. SANCHEZ

From the studio to the batter’s
box, Jose Iglesias is racking up
the hit singles.

The “OMG” singer is moon-
lighting as a platoon second base-
man who continues to threaten to
turn into more than that.

METS 6
NATIONALS 2

Box score
Page 40

The righty-hitting Iglesias, who
gets his starts at second base
against opposing lefties, was left in
the game against righty reliever
Derek Law and responded with the
go-ahead, two-run single in the
Mets’ eventual 6-2 win over the Na-
tionals at Citi Field on Wednesday.

With the bases loaded and no
outs in the sixth inning of a tie
game, manager Carlos Mendoza
did not call for Jeff McNeil. The
34-year-old Iglesias, who some-
how has turned into MLB’s best
clutch hitter, bounced a hit up the
middle and motioned toward the
dugout on his way to first base to
fire up his teammates in a game
they were suddenly leading.

“He’s just life for us,” said winning
pitcher Luis Severino. “Even when
he’s not playing, we got his energy
in the dugout. 'm the ‘Oh My God’
sign [holder] when I'm not pitch-
ing. I'm ready to get that thing out
there when somebody hits a homer.
It keeps everybody happy.”

Two Dbatters later, Harrison
Bader grounded into what ap-
peared to be an inning-ending
double play, but second baseman
Luis Garcia Jr. threw wildly to first.
First baseman Juan Yepez picked

lglesias catalyst again in decisive
6th inning of Mets’ comeback win

up the ball that ricocheted off the
railing and threw home a split sec-
ond too late, allowing Iglesias to
slide in safely for an insurance run.

Iglesias quickly got to his feet,
looked at the fans behind home
plate and threw his right arm into
the air, urging the 24,887 on hand
to get to their feet.

“It’s the energy,” Iglesias said.
“It’s the energy that we need. It’s
the energy that we have.”

The Mets, who were 11 games
under .500 in early June, have rid-
den that energy to within a half-
game of the final NL wild card.

The Mets (46-45) are a hot

streak away from solidifying
themselves as trade-deadline buy-
ers. In winning four of five, al-
ready taking a series from the Na-
tionals before Thursday’s finale
and awaiting the Rockies before
the break, they have the makings
of that hot streak.

“We know where we'’re at, but
it’s still July,” Mendoza said. “And I
think the mindset here is ‘Take
care of one day at a time.””

Maybe the biggest difference
between the cold early-season
Mets and the June-July hot Mets is
a lineup that has gotten both po-
tent and deep. Perhaps the largest

key has been the return of Fran-
cisco Alvarez, who continues to
impress at and behind the plate.
But Iglesias is certainly among the
variables that have led to the mid-
season turnaround. While McNeil
continues to scuffle, Iglesias
keeps playing a winning tune.

After his 3-for-4 night, Iglesias’
average is up to .338. That pales
in comparison to his .526 aver-
age (10-for-19) with runners in
scoring position.

“IThave no idea,” Iglesias, whose
27 games played this season have
resulted in an 18-9 record, said
about his clutch streak. “I'm just

trying to give my 100 percent ev-
ery single at-bat, every single
pitch, and try to put the team in a
good position.”

Until the game-changing sixth,
the Mets’ only offense against Na-
tionals starter Patrick Corbin
(who entered with a 549 ERA)
was a Brandon Nimmo home run
in the first inning, It was Nimmo’s
third straight game with a dinger
since learning Sunday he did not
crack the All-Star Game.

Severino (6 Y/; innings of two-
run ball on four hits, three walks
and two hit batters) pitched well
enough to win and lowered his
ERA to 3.78, though his biggest
blemish came with his legs.

The Nationals scored two
runs on a bloop single
from Yepez, the second
because Severino did not
back up home plate and
Tyrone Taylor’s throw
skittered under Fran-
cisco Alvarez.

The Mets’ offense en-
sured that would not be how the
game would be remembered.

Before Iglesias’ go-ahead hit in
the sixth, Mark Vientos bounced a
double off the wall to tie it. The
Mets added on in the eighth,
when Iglesias — who else? —
fought a double down the first-
base line before scoring on a tri-
ple from Taylor.

Jake Diekman, Danny Young
and Jose Butto (first career save)
combined for 2 2/; scoreless in-
nings in relief.

Considering the way the Mets’
bullpen has been going, there
might have been a few “Oh my
God” utterings around the dugout.

msanchez@nypost.com

Tiring Severino shows he’s still got gas left in tank

By DAN MARTIN

The last time Luis Seve-
rino threw this many in-
nings in the majors was dur-
ing his second All-Star sea-
son with the Yankees, way
back in 2018.

And after allowing eight
or more hits in three of his
last four outings, it was fair
to wonder whether the
workload was taking a toll
on Severino, in the midst of
a bounce-back season with
the Mets.

But he had another strong

outing in Wednesday’s 6-2
win over the Nationals at
Citi Field, as he allowed just
two runs — on four hits —
over 6 Y/ innings.

Severino said he was
“happy” with how he felt
physically.

“The work we’re doing
here and in the offseason is
paying off,” Severino said.
“The routine we do now,
we’ll keep it the same rou-
tine and I'm looking for-
ward to a good second half”

Severino used a six-pitch
mix, with more sweepers,

against Washington.

He didn’t allow a hit until
Ruiz’s single with one out in
the fourth and was in con-
trol outside of a rough
fourth inning,

About the only thing Se-
verino did wrong on
Wednesday — and he
somehow did it on consecu-
tive plays in the fourth —
was fail to backup home
plate on base hits.

The first one came with
two on and two out, when
Juan Yepez singled to right,
and it cost the Mets a run.

Tyrone Taylor fired home
and it got away from Fran-
cisco Alvarez.

Keibert Ruiz scored easily
on the play, but Severino
staying near the mound al-
lowed Lane Thomas to
score all the way from first
on the play to give Washing-
ton a 2-1lead.

‘At first, I thought they
were cutting the throw
[off]” Severino said. ‘After
that, I saw everything that
happened. Of course, that
was bad on me. I should have
done a better job there.”

Then Ildemaro Vargas
singled to left and Severino
lingered near the mound
again, but Thomas was held
at third, so no more damage
was done.

Asked about the plays,
Carlos Mendoza said: “We’ll
address it. He knows. He let
the play develop and he
didn’'t get to where he
needed to get to. We'll fix it.”

Otherwise, though, the
manager was encouraged
again by what he saw.

“He was good,” Mendoza
said.

And Mendoza added the
team would “keep a close
eye” on Severino physically,
considering his injury history.

Severino was confident
his good form would con-
tinue in the second half and
said his training was “way
different” this season.

“My biggest concern going
into free agency [last offsea-
son] was getting good train-
ers and people to keep me on
the field,” Severino said of
his decision to sign with the
Mets after his final season in
The Bronx went haywire.




PUMP UP THE JAMS: Jose
Iglesias fires up the Mets bench
after hitting a go-ahead two-run
single in the sixth inning, then
scoring on an errant throw to fuel
a 6-2 Mets win over the Nationals
at Citi Field on Wednesday.

Corey Sipkin; Getty Images

Dire pen comes

up big for once

By DAN MARTIN

Bullpen arms are going down
with alarming frequency at Citi
Field and it happened again
Wednesday, as the Mets — on
the same day Phil Maton arrived
after being acquired from the
Rays — lost Reed Garrett to an
elbow injury.

With Garrett on the 15-day IL
and waiting for an MRI result
after experiencing forearm and
elbow discomfort following his
rough outing on Tuesday, the
Mets somehow got a boost from
the pen in Wednesday’s 6-2 win
over Washington.

Three relievers combined to
toss 2 2/; scoreless innings, with
two outs coming from the strug-
gling Jake Diekman, two more
from Danny Young — just re-
called from Triple-A Syracuse —
and the final four outs from Jose
Butto, who earned his first save.

“I've been saying it, they’re
gonna get it done,” Carlos Men-
doza said of the beleaguered pen.
“They’ve been going through a
rough stretch here, but at some
point, I'm pretty confident
they’re gonna get the job done
and tonight was a perfect exam-
ple of it: We asked a few guys to
come in in different situations, in
spots they’re not used to, and
they got the job done.”

Butto, who showed promise in
the rotation earlier in the season,
has pitched well in his three ap-
pearances out of the pen.

" P

Including Wednesday’s save,
he’s pitched five shutout innings
and impressed Mendoza with his
ability to pitch more than one in-
ning and bounce back quickly,
which is why the manager said
the team will likely keep him
there at least through the All-
Star break.

Asked about his role, Butto
said, “I just want to be here to
help the team.”

The Mets will need to continue
to be creative — and to add more
help in the pen — if they expect
to stay in the wild-card race.

Garrett joined Brooks Raley,
Drew Smith (both out for the
season) and Sean Reid-Foley on
the IL.

Because of the number of close
games the Mets have been in,
with little margin for error — as
well as the recently completed
suspension of closer Edwin Diaz
— the Mets have had to use a
number of their relievers in
high-leverage situations.

It’s something Mendoza ac-
knowledged might have played a
role in the number of injuries the
pen has seen.

“Youre gonna ask guys to
throw more stressful pitches and
that might be the case with Reed
Garrett,” Mendoza said. “Those
are conversations we’re having.
... It’s unfortunate we're dealing
with the [injury] situation. We’ll
continue to review our process
and make sure we’re not putting
guys at risk.”

ON DECK: vs. Nationals

Thursday, 1:10 p.m., SNY, WCBS (880 AM)

LHP David Peterson

2024 stats:
3-0,3.58 ERA

Last start:
Saturday at PIT;
4.11P,5H,2ER

PITCH BREAKDOWN

31% 25% 20%

Sinker Fastball | Slider

Careervs. WAS: |
4-1,3.44ERA

LHP MacKenzie Gore

2024 stats:
6-7,3.83 ERA

Career vs. NYM:
1-2,3.96 ERA

Last start:
Saturday vs. STL;
3.11P,6 H,5ER

PITCH BREAKDOWN

55% 20% 14%

Fastball : Curveball i Slider

FRIDAY: vs. Rockies, 7:10 p.m., SNY, WCBS

TBD vs. TBD

m Reed Garrett was placed on the 15-day injured list with right
elbow inflammation. The Mets were waiting on MRI results.

m Kodai Senga (shoulder, triceps) may make his third rehab start Sunday,
as the Mets were waiting to see how he recovers from Tuesday’s outing.

[£1]
(T;]

v20C ‘IT AInr ‘Aepsinyl ‘1sod YJI0A MON

woo1sodAu



o1
(-]

nypost.com

New York Post, Thursday, July 11, 2024

INJURY REPORT

H Giancarlo Stanton
(hamstring strain) ran on
Tuesday and could be ready to
play in games by the time the
Yankees return from the All-
Star break next week.

M Juan Soto has still
occasionally been dealing with
right hand discomfort since he
initially bruised it on June 28,
though he started his ninth
straight game on Wednesday
against the Rays.

at Rays
Thursday, 6:50 p.m., YES,
WFAN (660 AM, 101.9 FM)

LHP Nestor Cortes

2024 stats:
4-7,3.41 ERA

Career vs. TB:
2-4,4.19ERA

Last start:
Friday, vs. BOS;
6.01P,3H,1ER

PITCH BREAKDOWN

46% 29% 14%

Fastball | Cutter ' Sweeper

2024 stats:
0-1, 4.50 ERA

Career vs. NYY:
0-0,2.45ERA

Last start:
Friday, at TEX;
6.0IP,7H,3 ER

PITCH BREAKDOWN

40% 37% 14%

Fastball | Slider : Curveball

FRIDAY: at Orioles,
7:05 p.m., YES, WFAN
TBD vs. TBD
SATURDAY: at Orioles,
4:05 p.m., YES, WFAN
TBD vs. TBD
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THAT’LL DO: Gleyber Torres slides in
safely past Rays catcher Ben Rortvedt to
1| score on Trent Grisham’s sacrifice fly in
| | the fourth inning of the Yankees’ nerve-
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| rattling 2-1 victory in St. Petersburg, Fla.,

By GREG JOYCE

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — It was
by no means pretty, but the Yan-
kees are not competing in a beauty
pageant.

Given how ugly it’s been for
them lately, they will take a win
any way they can
get it, style points
be damned.

On Wednesday
night, that meant
leaning on their bullpen to tough
out a 2-1 nail-biter over the Rays at
Tropicana Field that marked only
their seventh win in their last 24
games.

After a pair of RBIs from Trent
Grisham staked them out to a 2-0
lead in the fourth inning, the Yan-
kees (56-38) hung on for dear life

RAYS

YANKEES 2
1

from there to give themselves a
chance Thursday to win their first
series since mid-June.

“I think it’s big to win a game like
that,” said Grisham, who added a
nice running catch into the gap to
strand two runners in the eighth
inning. “Really nitty-gritty and just
well-fought the
whole way, close
the whole way. For
our pitchers to
come up big in all
those situations, I think it’s going to
do a lot for us going forward.”

In relief of Marcus Stroman, who
went only 41/;innings while giving
up one run, the Yankees’ bullpen
quartet of Tim Hill, Luke Weaver,
Tommy Kahnle and Clay Holmes
did some high-wire work to keep
the one-run lead intact.

Boxscore
Page 40

The four relievers — part of a
bullpen that has been battered for
the better part of two months —
combined to toss 5 2/3 scoreless in-
nings and strand 12 runners.

“That was the ultimate bend-but-
don’t-break, playing the nickel de-
fense on them there,” manager
Aaron Boone said. “Just a great job,
a lot of big moments in that game.
Especially with what we’re going
through, guys just coming through
over and over again. ... Big day for
Grish on both sides of the ball.
That one feels really good.”

Overall, the Yankees held the
Rays (45-47) to 0-for-10 with run-
ners in scoring position, negating a
10-6 hit differential that favored
Tampa Bay.

While Boone shook up the top of
the lineup, flipping Alex Verdugo

into the leadoff spot with Ben Rice
taking over the cleanup spot, it was
the middle to bottom of the order
— namely Grisham, batting sev-
enth — that was responsible for
the Yankees taking a 2-0 lead off
Rays right-hander Zach Eflin.

The Rays scraped one run across
on Stroman in the fifth inning and
then loaded the bases with one out,
at which point Boone called on
Hill. The lefty sidearmer delivered
by striking out Josh Lowe on three
pitches and then getting Randy Ar-
ozarena to line out to right field.
The typically reserved veteran was
fired up, yelling and slapping his
glove as he walked off the mound
with two big outs.

“It was huge,” Stroman said.
“That’s one of those moments in
the game where it could go either

Official Hospital of the New York Yankees




way. For him to come in and get the
[strikeout] and the out, that’s in-
credible.”

In the sixth, Hill put a pair of run-
ners on, which Weaver cleaned up
by getting an inning-ending double
play on the first pitch he threw.

Then, after Weaver walked two
batters in the seventh and stranded
them both, Kahnle came on for the
eighth and allowed the Rays’ Nos. 8
and 9 hitters to reach with two
outs. That forced Holmes into the
game early for a four-out save,
which began with Grisham’s run-
ning catch on Yandy Diaz’s fly ball
to the gap in right-center field.

Holmes then recorded only the
Yankees’ second 1-2-3 inning in the
ninth to pick up his first save since
June 9. He had blown two saves in
between and given up runs in five

Montefiore Einstein
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of his seven outings since record-
ing his last save.

While the night did not provide
much room for breathing, the Yan-
kees were able to exhale at the end
of it. Now they are tasked with do-
ing it again Thursday, trying to win
consecutive games for the first
time since June 9-12 to fully snap
out of their funk.

“It’s definitely been a rough
stretch,” Stroman said. “I think
we’re all aware of that. But the
work ethic from every guy, the
confidence hasn’t changed one bit.
It’s just one of those spurts. It’s a
long season. We play 162 games, so
we’re going to go on skids like this.
But definitely glad to get the win. It
was a full-team effort tonight. The
bullpen was incredible.”

gjoyce@nypost.com

By DAVE BLEZOW

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — On
June 18, Tim Hill was released by
the White Sox — by far the worst
team in the major leagues. After
going unclaimed by the other 29
teams, the lefty reliever signed
with the Yankees two days later as
a free agent.

So for anyone searching for the
unsung hero in the Yankees’ 2-1
victory over the Rays on Wednes-
day night at Tropicana Field, it
doesn’t get more unsung than
this.

Hill came on for starter Marcus
Stroman with the bases loaded
and one out in the bottom of the
fifth inning. The Rays already had
scored one run to cut their deficit
in half. But Hill struck out Josh
Lowe on three pitches and in-
duced a lineout to right field from
Randy Arozarena.

“I was just looking for a double
play or strikeout,” Hill said. “So I
got the strikeout and the next one
I could just get any way I could. I
was pumped to say the least.”

Manager Aaron Boone was re-
warded for his decision to lift
Stroman at that critical moment
in the game.

“It was great. [Hill] came in and
kind of just bulldogged it and
carved up Lowe there with three
straight pitches. Looked like he
dotted them,” Boone said. “Then
[he] gives up some solid contact
to Arozarena, but right to [Juan]
Soto. It was a great job, one of the
many big moments in the game
tonight.”

In eight appearances with the
Yankees, Hill, who was awarded
the win Wednesday night, is 2-0
with a 2.38 ERA over 11Y/; innings.

“I think he’s enjoying it. I hope

Hill climbs out

of danger with
escape in fifth

KING OF THE HILL: Tim Hill's bases-loaded escape in the fifth in-

ning proved critical in the Yankees’ 2-1 win over the Rays.

he’s enjoying it,” Boone said.
“He’s come over and gone
through the rough stretch with us,
but he’s thrown the ball really, re-
ally well for us.”

And yes, Hill is enjoying his
Yankees career that’s still less

Grisham leads with his

By DAVE BLEZOW

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. —
Aaron Boone’s twin lineup
switches of Alex Verdugo to lead-
off and phenom Ben Rice to
cleanup amounted to nothing — a
combined 0-for-8. But the man-
ager found all the runs the Yan-
kees would need on Wednesday
night in an unusual place, the
7-hole.

It was Trent Grisham who de-
livered both RBIs in the Yankees’
much-needed 2-1 victory over the
Rays at Tropicana Field.

Grisham, who entered the game
with a team-low .172 batting aver-
age, hit a deep fly down the left-
field line in the second inning
that Randy Arozarena couldn’t
handle, the ball caroming off the
low wall near the 315-foot sign.
Anthony Volpe scored all the way
from first base for the first run of
the game.

In the fourth inning, Grisham
hit another fly to Arozarena, deep
enough to score Gleyber Torres
on a sacrifice fly.

“[They were] really kind of the
same,” Grisham said of his two
swings against Rays starter Zach
Eflin. “Just trying to be ready
early, be relaxed. He’s around the
zone and doesn’t walk that many
people.”

Grisham’s biggest contribution,
however, came in the eighth in-
ning when the lefty-fielding cen-
ter fielder ranged far into the gap
in right-center to run down a po-
tential gapper by Yandy Diaz to
preserve a 2-1 lead for Clay
Holmes.

“I knew he hit it pretty well off
the bat,” Boone said. “[1t] looked
like Grish ... knew he got a good
break on it like he normally does.
So I wasn’t sure, but pretty
shortly I felt like he had a bead on
it.”

Getty Images

than a month old.

“It’s been hectic [but I'm] start-
ing to settle in, though,” the 34-
year-old, 6-foot-4 sidearmer said.
“But yeah, that’s baseball. It’s
crazy.”

dblezow@nypost.com

bat & glove

While there was angst in the
dugout, the two-time Gold Glove
winner in the National League
with the Padres made the play
look easy.

“Again just kind of the same
thing, being relaxed and ready,”
Grisham said. “He hit it a lot bet-
ter than I thought so I had to ad-
just course and get to it.”

It was just the seventh win in
the last 24 games for the Yankees,
but the six-year veteran took um-
brage with the suggestion that the
victory was a “relief.”

“I don’t think it’s ‘relief] ” he
said. “I mean, we’re trying to win
more than one game. We come to
the field every day expecting to
win and ready to win, and that’s
what we’re going to do [Thurs-
day] and every game going for-
ward.”

More Yankees /P. 53
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THIS LAND IS YOUR LAND ‘Landman,” the newest series by
“Yellowstone” creator Taylor Sheridan, is set to premiere Nov. 17 on
Paramount+. Starring Oscar winner Billy Bob Thornton (left),
the series is about the lucrative world of running oil rigs in West
Texas and the divide between the rich and the poor.
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POWER

By KAREN KEMMERLE

LICKER than ever, “Mil-
lion Dollar Listing Los
Angeles” is back for Sea-
son 15 on Bravo (Wednes-
days at 9/8C). Even
though our favorite agents
— Josh Altman, Josh Flagg, and
Tracy Tutor — are operating at the
height of their powers, they are up
against powerful adversaries. No,
not hotshot competitors or unsella-
ble listings. Their enemies are high
interest rates and LA’s “mansion
tax” which adds a 4% charge to all
property sales above $5 million and
a5.5% charge to all sales above $10
million in L.A.

Luckily, a familiar face is stepping
into the spotlight to help Josh Alt-
man maintain his successful and
ever-expanding real estate agency
— his wife and business partner,
Heather Altman. “It’s definitely
been a volatile market,” said H. Alt-
man. “It’s a fight to get every deal
done these days.” J. Altman is
pleased that his wife is taking a
larger role on “MDLLA” in addition
to her everyday responsibilities in
and out of the office of the Altman
Brothers. Ultimately, J.Altman
wondered, “Why is Heather — who
sells more than all of us combined
— not on the show?” Indeed, her
emergence this season has been a

GOUPLE

revelation. “It’s new for audiences
to see how much of a boss she is,”
said Altman. “Nothing new for us
over here.”

“I feel 've been kept behind the
scenes for too long now,” added H.
Altman. “Obviously, I've
always been a part of show,
but I really have been able
to have a voice this sea-
son.” Good thing since J.

Altman’s friendship with
colleague Flagg is publicly
on the outs. “Our relation-
ship is not where it used to
be,” admitted J. Altman.
“He runs his business the
way he wants to run his
business, and we do ours a
totally different way.”

The Altmans spoke to
DECIDER over Zoom to
talk about the upcoming season,
their beef with Josh Flagg, and why
the power couple would welcome
their young children — Lexi and
Ace — to the family business some-
day.

DECIDER: Season 15 of “Mil-
lion Dollar Listing Los Angeles”
feels different. Did you ever ex-
pect the real estate market to
move in the way it did with the
luxury tax, etc?

HEATHER ALTMAN: It’s defi-
nitely been a volatile market. I don’t
think any of us could have seen this

Back By Popular Demand

Despite seemingly having a sendoff in

the previous season, Ellen Pompeo
(right) is set to appear in at least 7 of
the 18 episodes in the upcoming
season of ABC’s “Grey’s Anatomy.”

Just what the doctor ordered!

Josh and
Heather
Altman

take
center
stage this
season on
‘Million
Dollar
Listing: LA’

coming with the Mansion Tax. All
of us are still in complete shock. It’s
been difficult. It’s a fight to get ev-
ery deal done these days. The Man-
sion tax really impacted the $5M+
market, but it also trickles down to
the homes for sale under $5M.
We'’re also dealing with high inter-
est rates and low inventory in addi-
tion to a difficult international cli-
mate. Everything is just up in air
right now.

Josh, it’s no secret that you
and Flagg are on the outs this
season. Can you tease how that

GREAT SCOTT!

Season 2 of the popular drama
“Severance” is set to finally premiere
Jan.17 on Apple TV+. Starring Adam
Scott (right), the Emmy-winning
series last aired a new episode way

back in April 2022.

TV Thursda

dynamic is going to play
out?

JA: To make it as black
and white as possible, our
relationship is not where it
used to be. For many
years, it was not great, and
then it started to get better
over a five-year period.

Now; it’s not great again. We’re am-
icable, though. Being friends with
anybody in business that you go up
against is tricky. There are going to
be lots of highs and lows. He runs
his business the way he wants to
run his business, and we do ours a
totally different way. You'll have to
tune in because the deals this sea-
son change where we’re at relation-
ship wise. It’s interesting.

Maurico Umansky is bringing
his daughters into his business
on “Buying Beverly Hills.” Are
you hoping your kids will fol-

On Aug. 7, Hulu is launching a reboot of

The
popular Bravo
franchise is

now entering
Season 15

UoN09||00 Naland ein AL o|ddy
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low in your footsteps one day?

HA: Funny enough, Ace is al-
ready in the process. He loves to get
up dressed up his dad. He throws
on a shirt and his cute little vest
with his skinny leg jeans and comes
downstairs saying: “I'm Josh Alt-
man. I'm a real estater.” It’s fun to
see that he’s excited about what we
do and wants to be like mommy
and daddy. Lexi’s here at the office
right now. We love exposing them
to business and working.

JA: If they want to, they have a
nice office waiting for them. If they
don't, it’s all good.

HA: We just want them happy
and healthy.

This interview has been con-
densed for space. Visit decider.com/
mdlla to read the
com-
plete
Dpiece.

the reality series “Dance Moms,” entitled
“Dance Moms: A New Era.” Instead of
the notorious Abby Lee Miller (right) the
head coach of this series will be Glo
Hampton, who runs Studio Bleu.
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What’s on Tonight

ACTION

Pacific Rim: 4:03 p.m. on
SYFY. Charlie Hunnam,

Diego Klattenhoff. Massive

robots, piloted by humans

fight off monsters that have
risen from the Pacific Ocean.

HORROR

Cloverfield: 6:45 p.m. on
PARSHO. Lizzy Caplan.
After a giant monster
attacks, five New Yorkers

risk everything in a quest to

rescue a friend.

COMEDY

Ace Ventura: When Nature
Calls: 10 p.m.on TNT. Jim
Carrey. A pet detective
creates havoc between two
warring tribes while in
search of a rare white bat.
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Evening sp 6:30pm 7:00pm 7:30pm 8:00pm 8:30pm 9:00pm 9:30pm 10:00pm 10:30pm 11:00pm 11:30pm
WCBS 2 CBS News Inside Edition|Entertainment|Young Ghosts: The  |(9:01) Elsbeth: Artificial Fire Country: A Hail Mary  |CBS 2 News at|(11:35) Late
Norah Tonight Sheldon (R) |Perfect (R) Genius (R) 11PM Show
WNBC 4 NBC Nightly |News4New |Access Law & Order: Facade (R) Law & Order: Special Victims |Law & Order: Organized News 4 New |(11:35) Tonight
News Yorkat7 Hollywood Unit: Combat Fatigue Crime: Sins Of Our (R) Yorkat 11 Show
WNYW 5 T™Z WNBA Basketball: Chicago Sky at New York Liberty from Barclays Center. Live. The 10 O’Clock News Ea)mily Feud (Fa)mily Feud
R R
WABC 7 ABC World |Jeopardy! (R) |Wheel of The 2024 ESPYS: from The Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. Live. News (11:35) Kimmel
News Fortune (R) Live
WWOR 9 Dish Nation |Family Feud |Family Feud |Don’t Forget the Lyrics!: You Can’t Judge a Book!; She’s a|Family Feud |Family Feud |TMZ Live
(R) (R) (R) Fighter! (R) (R)
WPIX PIX11 Evening |Sports The BigBang |The Conners |The Conners |Masters of |Animals: PIX11 News at Ten Seinfeld: The |Seinfeld: The
News Nightly Theory Illusion Episode 408 Bris Cartoon
WNET BBC News The PBS News Hour My Music: Big Band Years (R) Voices Over The Water Amanpour and Company
America
WLIW iRPiN(6:00) News  |Dynamic Planet: Earth (R) [The Green Planet Changing \BBC News
WNYE Great Conversations Food. [Potluck Actors [Feet Global Health Frontiers Artbound
WPXN kPltilChicagoPD  |Chicago P.D.: A Way Out Chicago P.D.: Home Safe  |Chicago P.D.: Lies Chicago P.D.: To Protect Chicago P.D.: Still Water
WXTV [P 8Noticiero La rosa de Guadalupe Golpe de suerte El amor no tiene receta Noticias Noticiero
WNJU |(JWVANoticias Top Chef VIP (7:58) Top Chef VIP: La eliminacién El Conde: Amor y honor Noticiero Noticias
{180} Queens Man [Man News 8pm 48 Hours: The Idaho Judge Judy [Judge Judy |Neighbor.  |Neighbor.
LEREINFirst 48 (R)  |The First 48 (R) The First 48 60 Days In: Jail Lunacy Inmate to Room: All ALie  |(11:04) The First 48 (R)
tkfvxil(5:15) Ocean’s Eleven (2001, Crime) The Bourne Identity (2002, Action) Matt Damon. PG-13 % %% \The Bourne Supremacy (2004) %k
Zabr(1(6:00) Feud Celebrity Family Feud Celebrity Family Feud Like Mike (2002, Comedy) Bow Wow. PG %% [Martin
gtk Lost Boys R |Stand by Me (1986, Drama) Wil Wheaton. R x %%, The Lost Boys (1987, Horror) Corey Feldman. R xx*  [The Outsiders (1983) * %

VAt Housewives

Real Housewives (R)

Real Housewives (R)

Real Housewives of Orange County
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LIBChISouth Park  [MikeJudge |MikeJudge |South Park |South Park |South Park |South Park |South Park |South Park |MikeJudge |Mike Judge
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vifiPi]Extinct (R)  |Expedition Unknown (R) Monster of 0z (9:02) Caught! Sharks (10:07) Great White (11:10) Serial Killer (R)

Family [Family Family [Family Family [Family Family [Family E! News [The Upside

SportsCenter Live. ESPN Films World of X Games World of X Games SportsCenter Live.

NFL Live The Ultimate The Ultimate World Long Drive Tour: Celebrity Shootout

Kudlow (R) Cops [Cops Cops [Cops Cops [Cops Cops [Cops

The Ingraham Angle Jesse Watters Primetime  |Hannity Gutfeld! Fox News @ Night

Beat Bobby \Beat Bobby |BeatBobby |BeatBobby |Beat Bobby Flay: Broadway Bound! \BBQ Brawl: Howdy Again, Texas! (R)

RV ENEE I Wreck-It Ralph (2012, Adventure) John C. Reilly. % k"2

Ralph Breaks the Internet (2018, Comedy) J

ohn C. Reilly. PG * &%

[The 700 Club (R)

vhl el Saratoga

|Armed Forces Cu Replay.

lInternational Basketball: United States at Canada.

Copa America 2024: from United States.

(VTN Star Wars: The Last Jedi (2017, Science Fiction) Mark Hamill. PG-13 4%

Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker (2019) PG-13 %%

iLIZ0]A Cozy Inn

Christmas Land (2015, Holiday) Nikki Deloach. NR

Christmas Secret (2014, Holiday) Bethany Joy Lenz.

Let It Snow (2013) NR * %%
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Good Bones (R) Beach Bargains Christina on the Coast [Hunters Hunters (R) |Hunters (R) [Hunters (R)
Alone: Fortune (R) Alone: Legacy \Alone Australia: Raiders (10:35) Alone: Legacy (R)
Fear Thy Neighbor (R) A Sex Scandal (R) (9:15) A Sex Scandal (R) (10:15) A Sex Scandal (R) In Heartland: Orders of

YAV Castle

Castle: A Deadly Game

Castle: A Deadly Affair Castle: He’s, She’s Dead

Castle: Under the Gun

(11:03) Castle: Punked

3333 |3 (VWS

LAVERLE|Ari Melber

(e Teen Mom:

ahlyAiviiShark (R)

e DR (6:00) 20/20

M*A*S*H  [M*A*S*H  |Andy |Andy Hilbillies |Acres Hogan Hogan Burnett [P. Mason
viAET AV S Club 30: Sam Morril NBA Classics: New York Knicks at Miami Heat. The Bettor  |The Juice NBA Classics Replay.
VRN (4:00) FanDuel Racing Live. Poker NY Giants  [The Juice

The ReidOut All in with Chris Hayes Alex Wagner Tonight Lawrence O’Donnell The 11th Hour

Teen Mom: Next: Pinky of | Teen Mom: Next Chapter | Teen Mom: Next (R) Ridiculous _ [Ridiculous _[Ridiculous |Ridiculous

World’s Biggest Great (R)  |Biggest Tiger Shark (R) Shark Beach with Mackie |Sharks Attack When Sharks Attack (R)
[F}Vi}:71The Boss Baby: Family Business (2021, Adventure) Alec Baldwin. Friends [Friends Friends [Friends Friends |Friends

20/20 on OWN: Missing 20/20 on OWN (R) 20/20 on OWN (R) 20/20 on OWN (R) 20/20 on OWN (R)

Men Men

World War Z (2013, Horror) Brad Pitt. PG-13 %%

[The Italian Job (2003) Mark Wahlberg.

VI A Mets Specials

Amazin’

MLB Baseball: Washington Nationals at New York Mets from Citi Field. Replay.

Sports Live. [Sports Live.

At EhPacific Rim

Pacific Rim: Uprising (2018, Action) John Boyega. PG-13 %"

Geostorm (2017, Thriller) Gerard Butler. PG-13 % %2

Bang |Bang

Bang |Bang |Bang Bang

Impractical [Impractical

Ace Ventura: Detective

7 AV P20](6:00) The Incredible Mr. Limpet (1964)

All Fall Down (1962, Drama) Eva Marie Saint. NR %%

Raintree County (1957, Romance) Montgomery Clift.

LyAVENER]90 Day (R)

[My Fat Fab Life (R)

Welcome to Plathville (R)  [Welcome to Plathville (R)

Welcome to Plathville (R)

|Unexpected: Dad, Bye (R)

T N (5:30) My Cousi

n Vinny (1992, Comedy)

Ace Ventura: Pet Detective (1994) Jim Carrey. k%

Ace Ventura: When Nature Calls (1995) Jim Carrey.

Lz Wz Andy

LIy APITIMob Wives

59 42 149 |13l

lLlovesRay. [LovesRay. |LovesRay. [LovesRay. [(9:20) Loves Raymond LovesRay. |LovesRay. |Queens |Queens
) (P 0)(6:00) Mission: Impossible (1996, Action) Tom Cruise. Mission: Impossible 11 (2000, Action) Tom Cruise. PG-13 %% Mission: Impossible 11

Mob Wives (R) Mob Wives (R) Mob Wives (R) Mob Wives: Total Chaos Mob Wives (R)

Bones: Mushrooms Bones: Party in the Pants  |Bones: Pathos Bones: Secret in Siege Bones: Proposal

LRI (IMLB Baseball: New York Yankees at Tampa Bay Rays. Live.

[Yankees Postgame Live.

IMLB Baseball Replay.

MGM Plus 595

PARSHO

NYPost.com/JoinUs
or call 1-800-552-7678 code: JoinUs

SN Quad Gods (2024) Godzilla x Kong: The New Empire (2024) PG-13 (9:55) The Sixth Sense (1999, Thriller) Dragon (R)
ek lv) Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit (2014) x%*%  |Aliens (1986, Science Fiction) Sigourney Weaver. R (10:18) The Amityville Horror (2005) %% |A-Team
k5](6:10) Necessary Roughness (1991) xx*  |Bull Durham (1988) Kevin Costner. R %% \(9:50) Hoosiers (1986, Drama) Gene Hackman. PG x*%  |Blue Chips
53 leya l[55(6:45) Cloverfield (2008) Lizzy Caplan. (8:10) 10 Cloverfield Lane (2016, Thriller) PG-13 k%" \Pearl (2022, Horror) Mia Goth. R %% Bodies ***
‘ ,
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OMG SINGER DELIVERS GO-AHEAD, TWO-R
THURSDAY, JULY 11, 2024 '

Bombers
win ugly
— but at
this point
any win
IS a beaut

Alex Verdugo (left), Juan Soto and Trent Grisham — who drove in both Yankees runs and made a game-saving catch — celebrate the Yankees’ much-needed
2-1 win over the Rays. The Yankees had lost 17 of 23 before Grisham and the bullpen got the job done in St. Petersburg. JOYCE, BLEZOW / P. 57-56, 53
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