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& LETTER OF THE WEEK

Unbearably hot weather hasbecome a public health
issueinIndia (‘Under Heat’, July 1, 2024). Big numbers of
our population remain reliant on air-conditioners (ACs)

for their physical and mental comfort. Many places,

including Delhi and Kashmir, have been witnessing
sweltering temperatures, bringing home the fact that
global warmingisreal. Increasing heatlevels have put
millions of people at risk in a country where almost
50 per cent of the workforce is employed in agriculture.
Hundreds of construction sites are scattered
throughout the country, where labourers toil to build
high-rise towers to house India’s burgeoning middle
class. Asincomes steadily rise, AC ownershipis
growing ataremarkable rate. This demand
hasbeen exacerbating the global climate crisis.

Mitigation is of immediate concern in regard to high

summer temperatures and subsequent heat waves.

Measures like advisories and afforestation have to be

simultaneously acted upon. India, one of the
fastest growing economies, is on the frontline
ofthe climate crisis. And it findsitselfin a dilemma.
How canit balance development while ensuring
environmental protection?

KV Krishnaswamy
PRIYANKAFORPARLIAMENT  Priyankaon the benches,
The announcement that Rahul would have
Priyanka Gandhi will hersupporteach timehe
contest the Wayanad took on Prime Minister
Lok Sabhaseattobe Narendra Modi.
vacated by her brother KT Gopalakrishnan
Rahul Gandhididn’t

exactly come asasurprise,
considering the backstory
(‘Sister Act’,July 1,2024).
Both inside and outside
Parliament, Priyanka
could play theroleofa

key strategist, crisis
manager, and consensus

INVISIBLE MIGRANTS

The Kuwait fire of

June 13,2024 was
areminder thatthe

Gulf countriesneed to stop
marginalising migrant
workers (‘The Expendables’,
July 1,2024). These

T -

)

potential as one of
the biggest source countries
of migrantsin order to
ensure the well-being of its
diasporain the destination
countries. Itis time India
made aname foritselfas
the country with the most
efficient systemsin place for
ensuring safe migration as
well asliving and working
conditionsforitscitizens
abroad,and notjust be
known asthe country
thatreceives the most
remittances.

R Venkataraman

JAGAN’SEXIT

Concerns aboutjobsand
development, arrogance
of the administration and
YSRCP’s vindictiveness
towards political rivalsled
toawave of support for the
TDP-JSP-BJPalliance in
Andhra Pradesh (‘Jagan’s
Self-Goals’, July 1, 2024).

builder. She canalso accidentsare theresult In Andhra, multiple
oreubscriotionandoth B beaneffectivecampaigner ~ of chronicindifference issues found resonance
ti 1t H . . .
WhatsApp bpanmag 10 9659800012 for the upcoming towardsaddressing with the electorate
log on to www.openth ine. ; : ; ; ;
e o o om0 Assembly pollsin migrant rlghts‘, §afety and in 2024. The election
or email at: ) ) several states. Ten years working conditionsin the results underscore the
customercare@openmedianetwork.in . . .
of UPA rule did not Gulfstates. The importance of adaptive
enhance Rahul’s political recurrence of such strategies and the need
stature.June 2024, however,  incidentsalso suggests for political parties to
may havejustprovidedhim  thatwehavenotlearnt the engage with and address
Volume 3 Issue 27, Weekly, T80 with the opportunity lessons we should have. the diverse concerns of
RNI Code No. HARENG01045 - . . .
For the week July 2-July 8, 2024 tobecome a visible face Indiahasnotyetbeen fully their constituents.
Total no of pages 116 of the Opposition. With successfulin tappingits Devika Reddy
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EDITOR'S NOTE

IOPENN

ne subject that echoed in Parliament

and outside in the last couple of days

was Emergency. On the 49th anniversary

of the dark pause in the evolution of

democracy in India, there was certainly

aneed, not purely rhetorical, to keep

memory alive asa caution against the
temptations of power. Predictably, it was not for

the newly energised Congress,now leading the
Opposition in the House, to revisita bad piece of history it
authored with some modesty. Instead, the claimant to India’s
oldest political tradition chose to be on the defensive, once again
reminding us that remorse isa rare emotion in politics. It takes the
opennessof the mindto make retrospection‘an act of confidence
and conviction, foran admission of guilt on behalf ofa cruel past
isnot to remain guilty but to engage with the moral imperatives

ofthe present.

Changeisfelt more notin the exercise of
power—novariationisnew enough toshock us
anymore—butin the perception of it. Powerison
trial,and argumentsare accentuated by the ethical
standards of traditional as well as social media. Itis
nottheinstincts of theruled and theresentful alone
that punish power. Thejury from the argumenta-
tive class, with multiple platformsat their disposal,
isout.Insome of the most evolved democracies of
the West, the nature of power and the attitudes—
cultural orideological—ofits pursuersare
constantly subjected toreappraisals, intensifying
the debate on the compatibility of freedomand
morality. Ideologyisback.

Agoodexampleisthestory of Joe Biden,an
establishment politician of rare vintage, who has
become a necessary anomaly for the leftin the face
ofthe Trump surge. His re-election campaign
brings out the limits of choicesin theideological
war. The traditional leftand the aggressive
progressives are united against the usurper who
hasmadeahuge constituency of theangry and the
aggrieved. The conversation on politicsisas

grippingasthe trajectory of politics.

Acrossthe Atlantic, it’sagain the return of
ideology that makes mainstream conservatives
lessacceptable and the farright morerepresenta-
tive of the angry base. Alongspellin the
wilderness seems to have contributed to the left’s
turnto the centre,suddenly anatural choice for
governance. The hardening of the rightand the
softening of the left only reflect how power—or
theabsence of it—altersoldideologiesinanew
world. The cracked centre in France and the right’s
eruption across Europe, too, reveal how the
resurgentideologies’slogans of national redemp-
tionare gaining traction wherever the centrists
have taken themselves for granted. Politics has
becomenotjustahometorevolutionaries
withoutabook. It hasacquired the ambition of an
alchemist’slaboratory.Itisforustoreject or debate
the competing visions of salvation.

Talk about political alchemy and India offers
some originallessons, keepingalive the tradition
of being terrifyingly instinctive inits attitude
towards the transgressions of power. The changein
Indiahasastarker political accent, thoughits
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civilisational backstory attimesismarred by
thekitschy triumphalism of the fringe. The
intellectual class that refuses to engage with change
hasalready maderejectionismarespectable
position. Whatitdenies usishonest dissent from
those who have the creative resources to examinea
history of grievances and vandalisms, indoctrina-
tionsof the state and the suppression of the oldest
social affinitieslike religion. Rejectionismisnot
sustained by ideas;itistheretreatofideasinto
theairlesschamber of certainties.

Which doesn’t mean that the appreciation or
endorsement of change haslaunched anew
intellectual establishment. There isno denying
thefactthatthe sacred tenets of the old intellectual
orderare being challenged by new arguments
aboutthenationandits cultural ancestry. There
arealsorevisionistsand debunkerswhoaddalot
totherhetoric butlittle to scholarship or the
dissemination of ideas. Isthe sweep of change in
the politics of theright matched by the power ofan
intellectual class?Isit that conservative growth
inIndiaisrestricted because your average
conservative thinksitis morally obligatory to

support the government of the right persuasion
unconditionally? Such questions will remain
insufficiently answered in acountry where the
rightwing projectisbeing builtin aspace thatis
not fully vacated by the old order. Still, the politics
of change outpacesideasthat pretend to make
sense of it.

Theassertiveness of nationalist politics needs
tobe complemented by the originality of thought,
not the shrillness of triumphalism. Indiais getting
used to both. And thatishow it beginsin the
history of nations breaking out of the enforced
sociology of welfare. Fresh minds have begun to
read the nation—and challenge the received
wisdom about the cultural identity of being
Indian. The churnin Indian politics can afford
more of them—and their disagreements, too.

Thisissue of the magazineisacelebration of
mindsthat make the Indian life, political and
cultural,an enchantment of enquiry. Their
opennessallows the present to be redeemed by
animagined future. ®

—S PRASANNARAJAN
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OPEN DIARY

INCE THE RESULTS OF the

General Election were declared
and onceitbecame clear that BJP had
lostits status asa majority party in
Lok Sabha, there were boisterous
celebrations in the Congress ecosys-
tem. Notwithstanding the relative
ease with which Prime Minister
Narendra Modi secured a majority
for the National Democratic Alliance,
itwas put out that fascism had been
roundly defeated in India.

The ability of Congress to move
beyond the mid-50 mark and come
within a whiff of 100 seats should,
naturally, occasion some modest
celebration, especially for those
who link the future of the 139-year-
old party to the political standing of
the Gandhi family. However, what
struck me as strange was the elation
among those'who spent much’of the
first five months of 2024 spreading
the canard that the outcome of the
Indian elections had been fixed in
advance by Modi. The rigging, it
was suggested, had been managed
by, first, making it impossible for
the Opposition parties to effectively
campaign and, second, by somehow
manipulating the EVMs so
irrespective of whom you voted for,
the vote would be registered for BJP.

Aswas evident from the results,
both the suggestions turned out
to be completely spurious. The
Opposition parties performed
remarkably well in BJP-governed
states such as Uttar Pradesh and
Maharashtra, besides holding on
to the seats in places such as Tamil
Nadu and West Bengal where
BJP was a challenger. The results
also indicated that there was zero
basis to the theory that Modi had
predetermined the outcome of the
election through the EVMs.

Had the alarmism of anyone else
turned out to be so utterly baseless,
they would have covered their

EEED 8

Swapan Dasgupta

faces and retreated from public
view for the imaginable future. It
speaks volumes for the ‘anti-fascist’
scholarship of India that these
people are now celebrating their
ownroles in preventing India

from being overwhelmed by
Modi’s totalitarianism.

Somehow, it doesn’t quite add
upIfModiwasascommitteda
representative of the dark forces
asis being made out, he would not
have left the outcome to chance.
Instead, the General Election of
2024 would have resembled the
1933 election in Germany that
accorded Hitler his constitutional
legitimacy. That the election turned
out to be quite normal, with BJP
losing ground in many states but
also making significant advances
in others, should have alerted us to
the fact that what often passes for
scholarshipis a blend of propaganda
and alarmism.

Thisis not to remotely suggest
that Modi should be above criticism.
Far from it. There is a school of
liberalism that believes Indian
politics should be concerned with

unending conversations and debates

involving different strands of
opinion. These are the people that
advocate India to be in a state of
permanent coalitions. Naturally, for
them, Modi is anathema. The prime
minister has a view of national
democracy that values elections

but discounts the importance
of India being captivated by an
unending series of fractious debates.
Challenging Modi on the strength
of his faith in quick decision-
making is legitimate and is based on
alternative political philosophies.
However, these critics of the prime
minister never seem to come clean
over their real objections. Instead,
their focus is on scaremongering,
something that has an appeal to
impressionable undergraduates,
particularly on Western campuses.
Of course, it should be conceded
that some aspects of the alarmism
worked. BJP’s unreal target of
securing 400 seats or more was
cleverly used by the Opposition in
parts of Uttar Pradesh to suggest
that the Modi government was
in‘adesperatehurrytochange
a Constitution bequeathed by
Babasaheb Ambedkar. More
significant, it was also argued—quite
effectively,in my view—that the
rationale behind wanting to change
the Constitution was to do away with
reservations for Scheduled Castes and
Tribes. It isimpossible to be certain
that this scaremongering swayed
Dalit and tribal opinion decisively
against BJP, but no one has been able
to provide any credible alternative
opinion as to why there was a late
swing of Dalit voters. What can be
said with a measure of certainty
is that the proffering of liberal
ideologues had very little to do with
this unexpected shift in Dalit votes.
The factors that contributed to
BJP missing its target will no doubt
preoccupy the minds of politicians
and analysts for months to come.
Each one of us will have our own
explanations. One thing, however, is
certain: neither Modi’s detractors nor
supporters anticipated such a result.
It was, once again, a failure
of intelligence. m
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NOTEBOOK

Modi 3.0 Warms the House

T ABOUT half pastnoon on June 26, proceedings
relating to the election of the speaker were winding
downin Lok Sabha. Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
leader Om Birla, re-elected speaker without any
hiccups, finished thanking members and MPs were prepar-
ing to exit the chamber. But Birla wasn’t done yet. The House
censures the Emergency imposed in 1975 in stern words (kade
shabd) and recognises the untold sacrifices of those who battled
toprotectIndia’s democracy, he said, reading out a prepared
resolution. The ambush took Congress benches by surprise
and as Birla carried on, Congress MPs rose in protest. Their
uncertainty was evident as Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
remained seated, unable to provide any direction to his flock.
Asthe speakerasked members'torise foramomerntofsilence;
senior Congress MP Kodikunnil Suresh beckoned Rahul to get
up. He did so reluctantly, gesticulating his disagreement with
theresolution thatamounted to acondemnation of Congress
under Indira Gandhi. Most Congress MPs,standingawkwardly
intheaisles,mightwell have been thankful asother MPsrose
totheirfeet.

The dilemma for Congress MPs was acute. They needed to
register their objection but did not know quite how to go about
it.Inthe end, they seemingly endorsed the denunciation of
Emergency though much against their will. It was an
anti-climactic finish to the
initial proceedings of the new Lok
Sabha that saw Congress and other

soth anniversary of the Emergency thatinfamously
extinguished political rights and suspended civil liberties was
just the occasion to flip the debate. Though Emergency may
seem a fuzzy event to younger Indians, it provides a useful
handle to corner Congress with even allies keeping their
distance. Samajwadi Party leader Akhilesh Yadav was quick
tonote thatit was not just BJP leaders who went behind bars
during the Emergency and that leading Samajwadi and Janata
Party figures were in jail too, before mildly adding that there
wasalimit to dwelling on the past. When it comes to the
bleak legacy of the Emergency, no ally or partner will share
Congress’ burden.
Theresolution read out by the speaker predictably sparked
adiscussiononthépropriety of thechairsactions’Should
not the resolution have been read out by aminister? There is
little doubt that a recounting of the excesses of Emergency was
intended to underline Congress’ culpability. But the unsavoury
episode was undoubtedly a dark chapterin the nation’s history.
How could aresolution condemning it be seen asa matter only
concerning the treasury benches? Did not the speaker have the
right torepresent the sentiment of the entire House? The June
24 start for the new Lok Sabha was dictated by the electoral
calendar but it was a coincidence that BJP did not fail to exploit.
It would have been a poor comment on its political reflex had it
missed the opportunity. The truth s
that the ritual of speeches that greet-
ed the speaker after hiselection was

LN.D.LA.blocleaders holding aloft There is little doubt that deceptive. Congressand itsalliesare
copies of the Constitution in keeping arecounting of the excesses of determined to present themselvesas
\gith tl?e.ir claim t]?at th?1 irnproveii1 Emergency was intended to sa\gou-rs 01f3 (I:gnstitutional ﬁeecfloms
pposition numbersreflecta push- . ’ bili and paint BJP asan oppressive force.
back against erosion of democratic lénd(:;;lme Cong c.l;lod lity. Though BJP hasnotreturned with
values under BJP. The protests of the ut the unsavoury episode was thenumbersitenjoyedin 2014 and
LN.D.LA.leaders and the political undoubtedly adark Chapter m 2019, itisnot willing to countenance

point they sought to make were
indeed troubling for BJP, which has
regularly attacked Congress for
having made constitutional

the nation’s history. How could a
resolution condemning it be seen
as a matter only concerning the

the claims of political rivalsand
ideological opponents. Rather, Modi
3.0iskeen to signal it will continue
toactdecisively,justasa party

institutions bend to serve the interest treasury benches? Dl,d not the with a majority would, without
ofitsfirstfamily when the speaker have the r{ght to succumbing to niggling doubt
Opposition party wasin office. represent the sentiment and uncertainty.

Ariposte was on the cardsand the of the entire House? Expectations of commentators

(OPENR
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Rrime MinisterNarendra-Modiand-L.ok Sabha Speaker Om:Birla,June 26,2024

about how Parliament should function often go awry as they
fail to consider that Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha are not driven
by procedures that apply to Assembly lines. Parliament is

the sum of the political system and importantly, parties and
leaders who comprise it. There should be no doubt that India
isin fora period of contentious politics. This has been the case
since Prime Minister Narendra Modi first assumed office in
2014 and will only be more so now. BJP’s opponents have not
accepted the legitimacy of its electoral victories, choosing to
oppose most major legislations and policies, seeking to over-
turn decisions through the courts at every turn. In
Parliament, disruption has been the preferred weapon and
there are indications that increased bench strength may
persuade the Opposition to stick to this path. The view that
BJPwill not be able to ‘steamroll’ Parliament in all probability
means more contestation and blockading. This will be a pity.
Disruptions and washouts are subject to the law of diminish-
ingreturns as headlines become repetitive. Rather, the ability
to deliver coherent and purposeful speeches questioning the
government aid the cause of the Opposition. A government
with adequate numerical strength—and the National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) adds up to 293—will always find a way
to passlegislation, eitherin a din or by vote. The dynamics of
Lok Sabha are such that BJP’s 240 MPs provide a solid ballast
toNDA, and no other configuration appears feasible or stable.
BJP’s major allies Telugu Desam Party and Janata Dal (U) do
not have much to gain in opting for a precarious alternative

which, among other things, will provide Congress the
pole position.

The skirmishing over the Constitution and its values
foreshadows a bigger battle for political legitimacy and which
vision of India must prevail. AIMIM leader Asaduddin Owaisi’s
“Jai Palestine” reference and invocation of RSS founder
KB Hedgewar by BJP MP Atul Garg are symptoms of a deeper
divide. President Droupadi Murmu’s address to the joint sitting
of Parliament a day after the speaker’s election and the adop-
tion of the Emergency resolution providesimportant clues to
Modi’s thinking about his third term. The world recognises the
people of India have voted to form a stable and clear majority
government, she said. The government, the president said,
will soon introduce a Budget which will be an impressive
document representing far-reaching policies and a futuristic
vision. “In this Budget, along with major economic and social
decisions, many historical steps will also be taken,” she said.
The statement of intent is evident enough and the Opposition
should read it asan effort tolook beyond the immediate cut
and thrust of parliamentary tactics. Thereisa here and nowin
politics, the daily battles, that political parties cannot ignore.
ButModi has shown an ability to keep a few steps ahead,
anticipating what lies out of visual range. Itis clear he isnot
only unwilling to concede ground to opponents but will
double down on hiskey agendas. No full stops here.m

By RAJEEV DESHPANDE
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PORTRAIT » JULIAN ASSANGE

DARING REVEALER

The WikiLeaks founder who redefined
journalism walks out a free man

ABRIEL SHIPTON, who—along with father John andsister-in-law

Stella—had campaigned tirelessly against the American effort to put
hisbrother Julian Assange on trial on USsoil, has called the WikiLeaks
founder-publisher’sreturn tonative Australia an “incredible moment that
feltsurreal and overwhelming”.

Ithasbeenalongsagaandadetermined campaign involving countriesand
committedvolunteers,includingcelebritiesand evencryptomillionaires.ftcame
along 12 yearsafter Assange took shelterat the Ecuador embassyin London
tododgearrest warrants,andfiveyearsafterhe waskidnapped from theembassy
andlodged inthehigh-security Belmarsh prisoninthe UK. Thekidnappingand
jailing wentin tandem with American plans to have Assange extradited toface
trialinthe US.The 52-year-old hasfinally walked outafreeman followingadeal.

Assangehasbeenahighlypolarisingfigure. Themuch-publicised trial, which
hasnow cometoaclose with him being freed after pleading guilty inacourton
the USterritory of Saipan toone count of violating US espionage law, was widely
seenasanattempt to criminalise investigative journalism. In his 2022 book
The Trial of Julian Assange, author Nils Melzer, former United Nations Special
Rapporteur on Torture, said, “The motive behind the aggressive persecution
of Assange is always the'same: fear Fearof the Wikilleaks methodology
andits proliferation; fear of transparency, truth and new revelations; fear of
democratic control and accountability; and above all, fear of losing power.”

Assange, who was born in Australia, has won a raft of journalism awards
over the past two decades. He shot to the limelight in 2006 after he founded
WikiLeaks, a media platform that encouraged potential whistleblowers to
share classified documents for publication.

Asayoungman, Assange, whohadstudied physicsand workedasacomputer
security consultant, had been ahacker who—using hisnickname Mendax—
infiltrated the security systems of the Pentagon and NASA. He had also been

charged with cybercrime. Helaterco-wroteabestselling
book with Dr Suelette Dreyfus titled Undergroundon
thelives of younghackersof the 198osand the 199os.

Underhisleadership, Wikil eakswentontopublish
classified documents on the warsin Afghanistan
and Irag, the US diplomatic cables, Guantanamo Bay
documents, and other explosive leaks that belied
American public posturing on those issues. While he
wasat the Ecuador embassy, WikiLeaks published
documentsaccording towhich the CIA planned to
kill orkidnap Assange. The most damning of them
allwasthe “Collateral Murder” video. It showed the
eventsofJuly 12,2007, inaresidential area of Baghdad,
Irag, where indiscriminate firing froma US combat
helicopterkilled many people,includinga Reuters
staff memberand those who came to rescue him. The
video was published in 2010.

Thetrialof Assangehad dividednationsand people
overhisjournalistic practice. Nonetheless,hechanged
journalism. Dr Suelette Dreyfus, his collaborator,
argues that one proof of hisimmense contribution to
journalismis“inhowsomanytraditionalmediaoutlets
havenowcopiedhim”.Sheadds,“Theyrunanonymous
digital drop boxes. They have employed datascience
journalists to find the hidden stories in large datasets.
Theyhavestarted toémbrace secire communication
technologiestoimprove confidentiality with sources.
Imitation isthe highest form of compliment.”

Stefania Maurizi, the only international journalist
tohave partnered with WikiLeaksin all of its major
projectssince 2009, told Openthat governments that
accused Assange of putting livesatrisk haven't
found asingle person who waskilled, injured orjailed
because of WikiLeaks. “So, thisisacampaign. There
wastherapeallegationinwhich there werenocharges
against him. Then there was the Russia campaign.
Numerous disinformation campaigns followed
toundermine WikiLeaks,” she notes,adding that
during the trial of USmilitary whistleblower
Chelsea Manning who had passed on many classified
documentsto Assange, the head of the taskforce
assigned to study the impact of Manning’sleak,
Brigadier General Robert Carr, had testified thathe was
unabletofind thatanyone washurtfrom herdisclosure.

Assange had earlier been convicted by agrand
jury in the USfor 175 yearsin prison over publishing
disclosures obtained from Manning. Meanwhile,
Assange, whohas two children with Stella, isalso
therecipient of the Sydney Peace Foundation’s gold
medal,an honour that previously had gone to the
likes of Nelson Mandela and the Dalai Lama, for his
“exceptional courage in pursuit of human rights”. m
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INSIDER

HEREIS NO reference in the Constitution to the
PRE ROG ATIVE appointment of a pro-tem speaker and while the seniormost
elected member of Lok Sabha may be swornin to the post,

AND PROTOCOL thediscretion lies with the government. After the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls, the government decided on Virendra Kumar, aseven-term
BJPMBP, as the pro-tem speakerrather than Maneka Gandhiwho was
aneight-term MP.In 2014, the Modi government recommended the
name of Congressleader Kamal Nath, anine-term MP, to President
Pranab Mukherjee. Thistime round, President Droupadi Murmu
appointed seven-term MP Bhartruhari Mahtab, a veteran
parliamentarian who switched to BJP from BJD, as the pro-tem
speaker. Congress protested that the claim of Kodikunnil Suresh,an
eight-term MP, had been ignored. Though the government’s decision
was called controversial, the fact remains that thereisno written rule
or convention on the seniority principle. The relations between BJP
and Congress are far from cordial and the governmentintended to
convey the point of its majority in Lok Sabhain view of the LIN.D.L A.
bloc’sclaims that NDA had been rejected. The BJP brass made it clear
thatitwill not reconsider Mahtab’s appointment and it was no surprise
thatthe effortsto ensure the unanimouselection of the speaker proved
tobeanon-starter. Thereisastronglikelihood of the deputy speaker’s
postbeing giverito a TDP MPsince the LN.D.LA.bloc hasput up Suresh
asitscandidate. Mahtab hasrefused tojoinissue on the controversy,
maintaining that whipping up a controversy over the pro-temspeaker
reflected alack of knowledge about parliamentary procedure and the
Constitution. When he was notin the House overseeing the swearing
in of members, he wasin the speaker’s office in the new Parliament
meeting visitors whoincluded several MPs and leaders. The soft-
spoken MP from Cuttack iswidely respected for carefully argued
interventionsand enjoys considerable rapportacrossaisles.

Illustrations by SAURABH SINGH

ODISHA CALL

The BJP contingent from Odisha is basking in the glow of satisfaction that the
decision to turn down an alliance with BJD proved tobe theright call. It is
understood that after considerable debate Prime Minister Narendra Modi took
the call and decided toback the BJP state unit’s strong view to go it alone. BJP's 4
decision to pitch itself as the protector of Odisha Asmita (identity) and a trenchant

attack on BJD chief Naveen Patnaik for diluting it was led by Modi himself

whoraised the pitch at every rally he held in the state. He declared that

all four gates of the famous Jagannath temple in Puri would be thrown open
on June 10 when a BJP chief minister was in office. He also demanded that the ;‘ :
reasons behind Patnaik’s hand tremors be probed, suggesting his medication v
wasbeing tampered with. The target was Patnaik’s Man Friday, former official Pl
VK Pandian who, according to Odisha politicos,had become overconfident about f

aBJD win. Pandian’s influence grew dramatically after BJD was re-elected for » &4
afifth term. He quickly ensured that senior BJD MPs not only lost contact with \ ‘ ) %
Patnaik but were also overlooked for important appointments. As the 2024 Lok i W
Sabhaand Assembly elections approached, many BJD leaders left for BJP. The \: ry
BJP tally of 20 MPs from Odisha is a crucial component of the 240 BJP MPs who -« AT ; )
won and ensured that a Modi 3.0 government assumed office. o - e ‘ ¢

: 4// J :it_
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INSIDER

SMOOTH
PASSAGES

While the passagesin the
new Parliament need
some getting used to, the
offices of the prime minister,
speaker, senior ministers

and staff are well located and
within a few minutes of each

another. This &@@&Q@%fmgﬁm nes T

the old Parliament, now called
Samvidhan Sadan, where the
offices were dispersed over
alengthy corridor that ran
around the circumference of
the building. The offices in the
new Parliament are modern
and tasteful even as they reflect
an economy of space and a
utilitarian orientation. Some

of the offices contain mid-
sized conference tables where
visitors, including political
delegations, can be met. The
visitor entry area has alsobeen
reorganised in alarge hall
with sofas. Multiple counters
make it easier for the media

as well since getting passes
earlier involved atleast three
stops before they were issued.
The hall opens directly behind
the Hansa gate which isata
distance from the entry used by
MPs. The entry of visitors has
been streamlined unlike the
inaugural session in thelast
Lok Sabha where gates were
crowded by alarge number of
guests brought in by MPs.

A QUIET START

DL‘Spitel.N.D.[.A. bloc MPs waving copies of the Constitution, proceedingson
the first day of the 18th Lok Sabha began smoothly with hardly any sloganeer-
ing. Stray commentsapart, the swearingin of members got underwayand while
Opposition MPs named on the panel of presiding officersdid not take the oath, the
rest did. And theMPswhodeclined tobeon the panel wereswornin laterin the
daywhen theirrespective states were listed. By the end of June 24, 260 MPshad
beenswornin. Congressleader Rahul Gandhi leftthe chamberwithinan
houralong with party MPs Kodikunnil Suresh and KC Venugopal leaving
Samajwadi Party leader Akhilesh Yadav on the frontbench along with Ayodhya
MP Awadhesh Prasad. In the second row were Congressgen-next leaders
Deepender Hoodaand Gaurav Gogoiand NCP’s (Sharad Pawar) Supriya Sule,
DMK’s Kanimozhiand Akhilesh’s wife Dimple Yadav. The MPswere busy talking
among themselvesforthe most partanditwas only theoccasional commentby
senior Trinamool MP Saugata Roy, who often cannot resist the temptation to offer
aviewon proceedings, thatbroke the humdrum. Afterawhile thewomen MPs
tooleftand the sole occupant of the second benchin the Congressaisle wasKollam
MPNK Premachandran who takes his parliamentary duties seriously. A couple of
benchesaway Congress MPs Manish Tewariand Selja Kumari seemedimmersed
inadiscussion, perhapswith regard tothe Lok Sabha resultsin Haryanaandthe
implications forthe party. On the second day, Trinamool MP Mahua Moitra was
seensitting nexttoRahul on the front bench fora while before Venugopalarrived
and claimed thespot. The swearingin of MPs, barring some limited point-scoring,
wasalong predictable lines. The regular proceedings following the election of the
speakerare expected tosee the Opposition assertingitselfand whiledisruptions
areexpectedzitreriains tobseen ifthediscussiorforrehe presidentsiddress tothe
jointsitting of Parliament offers engaging speeches.

BIRLA MEANS CONTINUITY

The election of BJPleader Om Birlais yet
moreevidence of the “continuity

mantra” of the Modi 3.0governmentafterthe
reappointmentsof the Cabinet Committee

on Security, the National Security Advisor,
Principal Secretary,and heads of intelligence
agencies. With Lok Sabhalikely to bemore
challenging, Birla’s experience of parliamen-
tary proceedingsand his generally non-
combativeapproachisexpectedtohelprun
proceedingsinadeeply divided House. Aftera
tough contest, Birlawon hisKota seatby more
than 40,000 votesand can besaid to beready for
tougher challengesas Lok Sabhaspeaker.
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I ISRAEL DIARY Anat Bernstein-Reich I

',

Who'’s Watching the Northern Front?

The conflict between Hezbollah and Israel is escalating towards war

RE WE ON the brink of a Third Lebanon War? massacre in southern Israel on October 7, 2023, killing 1,200
Hopefully not, but all signs indicate heightened people and kidnapping 251 individuals, both young and old.

tension between Israel and Hezbollah, the Its ‘blood brother’ based in Lebanon, to the north of Israel, is
Lebanon-based terrorist outfit, potentially Hezbollah, another Iranian proxy sponsored and trained by
pushing Israel towards military action in the region. the Islamic Revolutionary Guards (IRGC). Both Hamas and
The biblical book of Jeremiah prophesies: “Out of the north Hezbollah report to Iran. Their primary goal is straightfor-
evil will break forth.” This prophecy appears eerily relevant ward—the eradication of Israel. This is not about an occupa-
today as Hezbollah hasintensified its attacks since tion of specific territories but the desire to annihilate the state
October 7,]launchingrockets, missiles,and unmanned aerial of Israel—the world’s only Jewish state, the sole true
vehicles (UAVs) across wide areas in northern Israel. democracy in the region, and the only non-Arabic state in
By now, the world is familiar with the terrorist organisa- the Middle East (apart from, ironically, Iran).
tion Hamas, which operatesin Gaza and conducted the While Hamas in Gaza holds 120 Israelis hostage on top of
lllustration by SAURABH SINGH the two million Palestinians,
Hezbollahholds captive
the citizens of Lebanon.

Benjamin Netanyahu Hassan Nasrallah

HASSAN NASRALLAH AND YAHYA SINWARARE ISLAMIC
EXTREMISTS. UNLIKE SINWARWHO DOESN'T APPEAR IN
PUBLIC, NASRALLAH DELIVERS PRE-RECORDED SPEECHES WITH
INTIMIDATING MESSAGES DIRECTED AT ISRAELAND ITS ALLIES

Lebanon, bordering Israel to
thenorth,isasmall country
with a population of 5.5
million. Once known as the
Switzerland of the Middle
East, Lebanon, and particu-
larly its southern region,
became a base for Palestin-
ian terror organisations that
troubled Israel. Hezbollah
and Hamas went for the
same school of terrorism.
Both use civilian popula-
tions as human shields. Both
leaders, Hassan Nasrallah
and Yahya Sinwar are
Islamic extremists. Unlike
Sinwar who doesn’t appear
in public, Nasrallah delivers
pre-recorded speeches with
intimidating messages di-
rected at Israel and its allies.
Afterthe October 7 massa-
crein southern Israel, Israelis
near the Lebanese border
fled their homes, fearinga
similar fate. They worried that

[OPENR|:]

8JULY 2024

More Newspaper and Magazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t. mne/Magazines_8890050582 (@Magazines_8890050582)



—

\

SCRIPTING SUGCE
INRURAL INDIR

—

Empowering
Boosting Rural Driving Rural | the Grassroot
Infrastructure Innovations Collectives

Bolstering Supporting Strengthening
Rural Financial Livelihoods Rural Climate
Institutions Resilience

~

N 0050582 (@QJ¥IHAH

~

We are India's apex development bank, established in 1982 ™

under an Act of Parliament to promote sustainable and
equitable agriculture and rural development. We continue to
tranform our villages through our Financial, Developmental,
and Supervisory functions.

www,nabard.org Taking Rural India >> Forward ™ B X @ / nebardonline



I ISRAEL DIARY I

Hezbollah terrorists might breach the Israel-Lebanon border to
launch attacks. The terror inflicted in the south was so terrify-
ing thatno one wanted to remain, especially with Hezbollah
openly declaringitsintentions.

The global mediais focused on the war in Gaza but the con-
flict on the northern front is gradually escalating. Over the past
eight months, Hezbollah haslaunched more than 3,500 rockets
and alike while also making several attempts to infiltrate Israel.
Northern Israel, known as the Galilee, is a major tourist attrac-
tion renowned for its lush forests, nature reserves, and pleasant
weather. The Sea of Galilee is home to several historical sites
significant to thelife of Jesus. Thisis where Jesus walked on the
water. Many of my childhood memories are of spending sum-
mer vacations with my relatives who live in northern Galilee.
TheirKibbutz liesless than 7km from the border,and my fam-
ily thereis under constant threat.

The northernmost town in Israel, Metula, sitsright on the
border. Founded in 1896, this small town has now become
almost a ghost town. One-third of its beautiful heritage houses
have been destroyed by direct attacks from Hezbollah. During
the Lebanese Civil War, Metula was considered a safe haven,
known as ‘The Good Fence’
for South Lebanese residents
who sought medical treatment
there. Hezbollah positioned
itself along the border;directly
targeting houses and people
withinitsline of sight. The
global medialargely overlooks
thedestruction they cause. The
ruined houses, burned fields,
empty streets,and people who
havelost their livelihoods,
history,and belongings go un-
reported. The sufferingin Gaza
receives far more attention, it has better public relations.

Palestinian terrorist organisations began occupying
Lebanon over 5o years ago. In September 1970, Jordan expelled
these outfits from its territory, prompting them to find fertile
ground for growth in southern Lebanon.

The First Lebanon War broke out in 1982 following constant
terror attacks on Israel by those terror groups that had settled in
Lebanon. Atthe war’send, the terrorist leaders were expelled to
Tunisia. Still, for many years, and until 2000, Israel maintained
asecurity strip to prevent further attacks on northern Israel.
Following the withdrawal of the Israeli army from southern
Lebanon, the UN Security Council issued a resolution prohib-
iting the entry of ammunition into southern Lebanon. This
resolution was largely ignored, and the terrorist groups
continued to grow. The Second Lebanon War erupted in 2006
when Hezbollah launched a heavy artillery attack and
kidnapped two Israeli soldiers.

Afterthose wars, the Galilee hasexperienced peace and
prosperity. Theallegedly quiet yearsin the north were yearsin

Noa Argamani being abducted by Hamas, October 7, 2023

which Hezbollah strengthened its military capabilities, gathered
intelligence,and waited for the right moment tostrike. That
momentappears to be now, coinciding with Israel’sengagement
with Hamasin Gaza. As current events unfold, Israel will inevita-
bly have to confront Hezbollah. Presently, it only responds to the
attacksand doesn’tinitiate attacks. Israel doesn’t want to escalate
onthenorthern front whileitisstill in the final stagesof the
operation in Gaza against Hamas. Hamasin the south continues
torejectany ceasefire offering and is waiting for the commence-
mentofamore elaborate operation in the north. Both frontsare
interconnected. It was discovered last week that Hezbollah uses
the Beirut International Airport as a storage facility forammuni-
tion. Itisanticipated that Hezbollah will also utilise hospitals
andschoolsin Lebanon asits operational bases, a tactic similar
towhat Hamashasemployed. Prime Minister Najib Mikati of
Lebanon acknowledges that his countryis on the brink of disas-
ter. While Israel faces the necessity of defendingitself against
Hezbollah attacks, Mikati urges the international community to
intervene and apply pressure on both Hezbollah and Israel to halt
the escalating tensions. Qatarand the USrealise that the key isthe
release of the Israeli hostages. It will stop the war in Gaza. It will
preventawarin Lebanon.
TherecentIsraelicom-
mando operation torescue
fourhostagesin Gazalifted the
spiritsofIsraelis:Noa Argamani
(27),abducted from the Nova
music festival on October 7,
wasamong the four. Visualsof
herabductionareamong the
most widely recognised images
ofthatday. Noawastakenona
motorcyclebyagroup of terror-
ists. Her face wasfull of horror.
Herboyfriend tried torescue
herbut wasabducted aswell. Thereafter, they covered herhead
withabagand took herto Gaza. The entire nation was captivated
by herfamily’s story. Noa’s mother was battling cancerand her dy-
ing wish was tosee Noa one last time. Unfortunately, by the time
Noawasrescued, hermotherhad already become unconscious.
The families of the hostages persistin their protests
alongside renewed demonstrations against Netanyahu and
his government. Initially subdued during the early months of
the Gaza war, these protests have resurged as frustration with
the Netanyahu administration mounts. Calls are growing for
Netanyahu to announce a date for new elections, arguing that
helacksamandate from the people and should either resign or
call elections. The protesters humorously suggested asolution
tothe hostage situation. Instead of the 120 hostages, they
proposed offering Hamas the 120 members of the Israeli
parliament, the Knesset.m

Anat Bernstein-Reich, based in Tel Aviv, is chairperson
of the Israel-Asia Chamber of Commerce
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hatisthe goodlife? Whatisa
good society? These are questions
for which everyone has theirown
answersand these all get clubbed
togetherand there then emerge
numerous sides from which identi-
tiesare born. Citizens will find them-
selves part of the one that their views
correspond with. Even that might
change as they age orhave different
experiences ormeet someone who
convinees them thatadifferent cor-
nerissounder. What there will never
beare certainties that come from
these questions. Yet, there isnothing
more important than asking them.
Philosophers like Michael Sandel
argue thatsolong as these competing
answersare welcomed to be debated,
society and the politics that governs
itremain lively and charged. That
isthe only waytodoitand the only
place todosois the publicsquare. It
was once areal physical space, in the
city-towns where civilisation began
its march towards modernity. No
such square exists now in exclusivity.
Instead, today you have various me-
diumswhere these ideas are thrashed
out.In Parliament and Assemblies,
homes, convention halls,in newspa-
persandon television channels,and
of late online and on social media.
The last, especially, despite the many
divisionsit hasfomented, has truly
democratised the publicsquare.
Everyone can now have an opinion
and talk on equal terms with those
whoearlier were called the experts.

MINDS 2024

Allthis, however,alsomeans the
possibility of chaoslurking round the
corner.Ifall voicessing together there
isnomelody,and ifeveryone hasnow
theability tobeloud, then eventually,
all there will beis noise. Preventing
this collapse are the few who define
the publicsquare. They arenot
monitors or supervisors policing the
arena, instead through theirownideas
and achievements they stand outjust
alittletocreate definition,likeapole
star providing direction. Whether
intellectuals deciphering the world
overalaptop or wealth creators
strategising in boardrooms orafemale
astronaut whom youngrural girls
look upto,itisthrough them that
othersfind theroute tomeaning.

Itisnot necessary to agree with
them ortoadmire theirachievements
because disagreementsare the foun-
dation of an opensociety. Butsolong
aswhat they stand forisreasoned
andvirtuous, then they are key tothe
discourse. Those who populate the
Public Square of thisissue are men
and women of depth and drive—
writers and ideologues framing
narratives of the present, overseers
of institutions that keep economies
standing, architects preserving the
nation’saesthetics, historians provid-
ing context to present-day emotive
issues, Indians on othershores
changing the world in their pockets,
and more. They are the clearest voices
of the publicsquare and they invite
therestofthe worldintoit. m
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SALMAN RUSHDIE 77

Author

TWO years after he was brutally attacked by a man inspired by the late
Ayatollah Khomeini in upstate New York, Salman Rushdie put the whole
experience—and more—in a searing memoir. Knife: Meditations After an
Attempted Murderis a testament to freedom and courage from a writer who
survived the bloodlust of religious hate. Rushdie’s story of recovery from
near-death, told with the poignant clarity and the wit of a writer who refuses
to give in or give up, is the rejoinder of language to the life-denying falsehoods
of scriptural alternatives—and a celebration of being alive to tell stories. It’s
alsoaboutfallingin love,and howitadded layers of beauty to hisslow return
to the world he almost lost. Rushdie continues to be a living reminder of how
the power of imagination and argument sustains truth—and life.
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standing at the threshold
of a significant transition
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the ambitious target of net zero
emissions by 2070, REC is a key
player in this journey.

ILLUMINATING INDIA: REC's primary
mission since its inception has been to
bridge the gap and electrify whole India.
Through financial assistance for power
projects in underserved areas, REC
has significantly contributed to India's
electrification drive. Our financing has
helped build transmission and distribution
lines, substations, and renewable energy
projects, bringing light to millions of
homes across the country. Every fourth
bulb illuminated in the country is financed
by REC.

FINANCING POWER GROWTH:
REC has emerged as a critical financial
institution for the entire power sector. We
provide loans for various power projects,
including generation (thermal, hydro,
renewable), transmission, and distribution
including backward and forward linkages
in Coal Blocks, Pollution Control measures
to improve emission efficiency like FGD
installation, Super Critical Thermal Plants
etc. The loan book has maintained its
growth trajectory and has increased by
17% to X5.09 lakh crore as against ¥4.35
lakh crores as on 31st March 2023. Our
approximate 90% lending is in state
sectors and 10% lending in private sector.
The company is witnessing healthy traction
in the new projects and the same is evident
from the healthy growth in sanctions.
The sanction during the FY24 achieved
¥3.58 lakh crore against 2.68 lakh crore
achieved during FY23, representing a

Shri Vivek Kumar
Dewangan
Chairman and
Managing Director,

POWER
GROWTH

REC actively
participates
in the
development
of new
financial
instruments,
such as
green bonds,
to support
sustainable
power
projects.
REC shall
continue

to strive to
raise cheaper

resources
from all

sources,
domestic and
international
and provide
cost effective
financing
products to
the sector.

growth of 34%. The sanctions book shall
translate into the loan book in the next
couple of years. In line with the Installed
Capacity projections of the country to grow
from 441 GW in FY 2024 to 777 GW by FY
2030, REC’s total Loan Book is targeted to
grow from current level of T5.09 lakh crore
to 10 lakh crore by FY2030.

MAHARATNA STATUS AND
DIVERSIFICATION INTO NON-
POWER INFRASTRUCTURE: In
September 2022, REC got Maharatna
Status. Post this, Govt. allowed REC to
lend to the logistics and infrastructure
sectors up to 1/3rd of our total sanctions
annually.”n~"FY24,”“REC sanctioned
40,569 Crore to non-power infrastructure
sectors comprising Roads & Expressways,
Metro Rail, Airports, IT Communication,
Social and Commercial Infrastructure
(Educational Institution, Hospitals), Ports
and Electro-Mechanical (E&M) works
in respect of various other sectors like
Steel, Refinery, etc. The lending mandate
accorded by Ministry of Power to finance
non-power infrastructure is likely to
comprise around 15%-20% of the loan
book of REC by FY 2030 i.e. ¥1.5 lac Cr
to 32 lac Cr.

CHAMPIONING RENEWABLE
ENERGY: Renewables capacity in the
country is estimated to reach 485 GW
(Non-Fossil 500 GW) from current 182
GW (Non-Fossil 190 GW) by 2030. In
line with this energy transition pathway
of the country, REC’s Renewables Loan
Book is targeted to grow from current
338,971 crore to X3 lakh crore by 2030
representing a CAGR of 35%. The recent
pace of sanctions in renewables confirms
this target is on track as there has been an
increase in Renewables in FY24 over FY23
by 533%.
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INNOVATION AND EFFICIENCY: REC has
continuously embraced innovation to improve its
services and efficiency. We have implemented
online loan applications, streamlined processes,
and adopted digital solutions for faster loan
disbursements.  Additionally, REC  actively
participates in the development of new financial
instruments, such as green bonds, to support
sustainable power projects. REC shall continue to
strive to raise cheaper resources from all sources,
domestic and international and provide cost
effective financing products to the sector.

FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY: REC has
maintained a strong financial performance,
contributing to India's overall economic well-
being. We have consistently achieved healthy
profitability and a strong credit rating, allowing
us to provide competitive financing options. REC
holds the highest credit rating from CRISIL, ICRA,
IRRPL & CARE and internationally rated at par with
the sovereign ratings. Additionally, our focus on
diversified loan portfolios helps mitigate risk and
ensures long-term financial stability. It is not the
only the credit growth REC is focusing but also the
quality of loan assets, which is evident from the
fact that no new NPA has been added during the
last nine consecutive quarters ‘and the net'NPA has
come down to 0.86% as at Mar'24 from 3.32% as
at Mar’20. We expect, by March 2025, we shall be a
Net zero NPA company.

NODAL AGENCY: REC continues to play a key
strategic role in the flagship schemes for the power
sector and has been nodal agency for Pradhan
Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana (SAUBHAGAYA),
Deen Dayal Upadhaya Gram Jyoti Yojana (DDUGJY)
& National Electricity Fund (NEF) Scheme. REC has
also been made the nodal agency for the Revamped

Distribution Sector Scheme (RDSS) under which

Govt. targets to install 250 million smart meters
by 2025. Recently, REC has also been given the
responsibility of PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana
under which Govt. targets to install Roof Top Solar
on 1 Crore households.

54EC BONDS: REC has always carved a niche
for itself with its innovative and forward thinking
ideas. In 2023, the company has unveiled an array
of customer centric services for the convenience of

its 54EC Capital Gain Tax Exemption Bonds holder
including the ‘SUGAM REC’ mobile app. The idea
behind these innovations is to move from customer
satisfaction to customer delight.

SOCIAL IMPACT: At the core of REC's business
practices, there has been a constant endeavour
to balance economic, environmental, and social
growth. Through its CSR arm, the REC Foundation,
the company has been actively involved infacilitating
inclusive growth through projects in areas including
health and wellness, women empowerment, rural
development, environmental sustainability, and
education among many others. REC Foundation has
made major impact by supporting the training and
incubation of sports talent in the country, providing
medical assistance and educational facilities to
the last mile, and running skilling programmes

| AVENUES |

for the youth. Through these projects, REC is
working constantly to create a more equitable
and sustainable society, and bringing about
meaningful difference in lives of the beneficiaries.
REC has supported over 400 projects in healthcare,
sanitation, clean water access, education and skill
development, women empowerment, sports and
environmental sustainability. With over 1,300
Crore of CSR funds disbursed, REC's cumulative
commitment towards CSR activities stands at more
than 2,000 Crore.

In conclusion, REC Limited's achievements over
the past five decades have been instrumental in
shaping India's power sector. From illuminating rural
homes to fostering renewable energy adoption, our
multifaceted efforts have empowered communities,
strengthened the economy, and paved the way for a
sustainable future. m

REC ACHIEVEMENTS OVER YEARS

2017 First Indian PSU to issue USD
Green Bonds on London Stock Exchange
PISEST Achieved 100% village
electrification under DDUGIJY as Nodal
Agency

FLYCHM Achieved 100% Household
Electrification under SAUBHAGYA as
Nodal Agency,

F1iPXT0 Appointed as Nodal Agency for
RDSS

FL7Z3 Raised Largest-ever Syndicated
Term Loan by an Indian NBFC with USD
1,175 Million Term Loan

FXI723 Conferred Maharatna Status by
the Govt. of India

EXPZ3 With Government’s permission
forayed into Infrastructure and Logistics
sector financing.

FIFEIT Issued Green Bonds of USD
750 million & listed on GIFT IFSC Stock
Exchanges

#lipkl | Secured place in MSCI Global
Standard Index

P17kl Becomes the largest NBFC on
standalone basis

Lowest net NPAsir the Industry
at 0.86%

EXPZE With market sentiment on
the rise and investors showing stronger
interest, ascended from Mid Cap to
Large-Cap basket in the AMFI's latest list
published (Jan’24).

[EXFZ3 1ssued first ever Yen
denominated Green bonds by Indian PSU
of JPY 61.1 Billion, which marked the
largest ever Euro-Yen issuance and also
non-sovereign Yen-denominated issuance
ever by a South & South-East Asian issuer.

EXFZ9 Appointed as Project

Implementing Agency for PM Surya Ghar
Muft Bijlee Yojana.

EXPZH Received approval from RBI to
set up subsidiary in GIFT City
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VENKIRAMAKRISHNAN 72

Structural Biologist

The structural biologist with the MRC Laboratory of Molecular
Biology in Cambridge, UK won the Nobel Prize in 2009 for his
work on ribosomes. This year, Venki Ramakrishnan came out with
his book, Why We Die: The New Science of Ageing and the Quest
for Immortality, on human longevity. His field of study deals

with proteins at a cellular level and they are also intimately
connected to ageing. In the book, he asks how much

science can increase life spans and explains in great detail why it
won’t be anything miraculous. But he also goes one step further and
argues that by itself a longer life doesn’t mean anything and is not
something to be aspired to unless better and equal access to
health could be addressed. With his work, he has brought a
reasoned overview and an ethical framework to an area

dominated by hype and wishful thinking.

JOPENEE: [V

Decoding Life

®8 The whole question

of ageing and dying

has been something

humans have wondered

about for along time.

For most of our history, there
wasn’t anything you could do
about it. But it looks as if the
science of ageing is advancing
quite significantly in the last 40
or 50 years. At the same time,
there’s also an enormous amount

of hype in the field”
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suAKTIKANTA DAS &7 | Wise Banker

Governor, Reserve Bank of India

Reserve pankofindia
(RBI) Governor Shaktikanta Das
was low-key in keeping with his
pastasa high-ranking bureau-
cratin the finance ministry. This
was unlike some of the econo-
mistswho had preceded him at
RBI. Six years later, heisnow
recognised as one of the best
leadersRBI hashad, having
among other things ensured
monetary stability duringan
unprecedented national lock-
down because of Covid. RBI,
under him, hasalso upped the
ante in protecting consumer
interests against big financial
companies. It had earliermade
HDFC Bank suspend the issuing
of new credit cards after there
were one too many outagesin
itstechnology platform.
Recently, it punished Paytm by
disallowingits payments bank
from accepting fresh deposits
because of repeated violations of
regulations. Thiswas followed
by action against Kotak
Mahindra Bank, another big
entity. The message being sent
was that regulations were not
irritants that could be ignored
but rulesto be followed to the
letter. In his firm and stable lead-
ership, Dasis now admired by
even those who once doubted
his ability to head RBL

Photograph by SANJAY RAWAT
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S SOMANATH 60

Chairman, ISRO “usmic uuest

The man credited with sending India’s space dreams,
and the imaginations of its youth, soaring is helping build
homegrown reusable launch vehicles for future missions.
On S Somanath’s watch, the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) delivered one of the most spectacular
feats of Indian space science—Chandrayaan-3's soft
landing near the south pole of the lunar surface in August
2023. Launched in September 2023, ISRO’s maiden solar
mission, Aditya L1, recently captured data from the most
powerful solar eruption in over 20 years. Somanath, who
recently revealed that he was diagnosed with stomach
cancer on the day of the launch of Aditya L1, has since
made a full recovery. As the space agency, in its golden
age, goes from strength to strength in preparation for a
manned mission, the private space sector, too, is rapidly
building capacity. Having India’s leading space tech

evangelist on their side is certainly a big plus.
r and Magazines Telegram Ct [C
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Indian space

[ 1) enterprise is now

fully charged to make

the next phase of

expansion post reforms.

This involves significant
commercialisation of space
services, inspirational missions
and technology developments by
ISRO. Scaling and serving sectors
so far not served is the main focus
to achieve the target of a higher
share in the space economy”
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sussmishuMa i: | Man of Speed

Engineer

The Indian Railways hasbeen witnessing an image makeoverand
leading this are the Vande Bharat trains. Instead of the boxy languid
ones of yore, these trains are high-speed, fully air-conditioned,and

look futuristic with sleek, elegant curves. They are entirely a Make

in India product and the person who oversaw this project was
Sudhanshu Mani. An engineer with the Indian Railwayssince 1976, 1t
wasin the Integral Coach Factory in Chennai that,on hiswatch as
general manager, Train 18, asit was known then, was born. It was the
first time the design and manufacture of such an ambitious project was
being attempted in-house and Mani’s efforts bore fruit when Vande
Bharatimmediately became a rage with passengers. He retired with its
successful turnout but remains a valued expert on rail transport in India.

OPENEET] / 8 JULY 2024
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PRATAP BHANU MEHTA i

Public Intellectual

Photograph by ASHISH SHARMA

Shattering the ldyl

H IS columns and essays often carry the depth and weight of well-
researched books. One notable example is his essay on Ambedkar titled
‘Slayer of All Gods’, which contains arguments rich enough to fill several
volumes. Over the past few decades, Pratap Bhanu Mehta has penned
numerous essays and columns that captured the public imagination. The
former vice chancellor of Ashoka University has consistently challenged the
notions and illusions of powerful ruling classes and their backers, regardless
of their ideological stance. Demonstrating his moral courage, Mehta
advocates for those who crave freedom, demanding that their voices be
heard and rights protected. Echoing Edward Said’s idea of a public
intellectual, he “balances the private and the public”, often becoming an
inconvenient scholar and perpetual dissenter. A trained academic and
alumnus of Princeton and Oxford universities, Mehta understands the impor-
tance of disturbing the status quo when necessary. He places his intellectual
interventions above other gains. In his efforts to advance knowledge, he has
made people rethink and re-read, often to their delight.

IMagazifies 88

SAURABH SINGH

(e} Using knowledge to tear down
adversaries is easy. But creating snippets

of intellectual order that make sense of

our condition, and allow us to reason to a
common good in which each individual

can realise their highest fulfilment, is

more difficult, and increasingly rare”
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Author and RSS Leader

Argumentative Nationalist

He hasdonned many hats while being
part of the realignment of the Indian

polity with the coming of BJP to powerin
2014.Ram Madhav was the party’s

general secretary focusing on conflict-ridden
regionslike the Northeast and Kashmir.

He was a foreign affairs expert with

books published aroundit. Later, he
returned to the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) and, asamember of itsnational
executive and president of the think-tank
India Foundation, hasbeen instrumental in
defining and maintaining the ideological
shape of Hindutva. His latest book,

The Indian Reality: Changing Narratives,
Shifting Perceptions,came out thisyear and in
it, through a series of essays, he turns his
lens on the seismic changes happening
domestically and in the world order.
[tisananalysisof India’s present

and a prescription forits future.
Madhav’'swordsandideasare

heeded because of the heft

he bringsto them.

am Channe rc

66 1\ usti5,1947

marks for India the

end of anold era, the

" beginning of a new age.

But we can also make

it by our life and acts as a

free nation an important date

in a new age opening for the
whole world, for the political,
social, cultural and spiritual future
of humanity,’ said Sri Aurobindo.
Amrit Kaal—the Age of Eternity—
has begun for Bharat. We shall soon
realise the dream of Sri Aurobindo”

IOPENI
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GLOBAL
TRANSMISSION LEADER

Power Grid Corporation of India Limited
(POWERGRID), is World’s leading transmission
utility cum global consultant, having a net
worth of USD 10.50 Bn and Gross Fixed Asset
of USD 33 Bn.'With transmission network
spanning 1,77,790 circuit km lines and power
transformation capacity exceeding 5,27,946

power infrastructure especially in
HV / EHV & HVDC domains with 278
strategically located substations.

NATION’S LIGHT LINE

The transmission lines of POWERGRID crisscross
some of the most diverse locales and climes in the
world - snow laden mountains, barren desserts,
deep forests and mighty rivers. Each challenge
howsoever tough has been met with innovative
solutions. Company’s engineers work round the
clock through tough geographies to ensure an
impressive 99.86% availability, combating subzero
temperatures in the mighty Himalayas to over 480C
in the vast Thar desert, spanning thousands of
kilometers from Kashmir in north to Kanyakumari in
south, from Rann of Kutch in the west to Arunachal
Pradesh in the far east..

CHARTING NEW PATHWAYS
POWERGRID has made a mark beyond Power
Transmission, in the areas of Telecom, Distribution,

MVA, POWERGRID stands as a pioneer in

Grid Automation and
Communication, Renewables &
Renewable Integration, Capacity
Building, Smart Grid, Smart Metering

systems and Energy Efficiency. It is
foraying into Solar Power generation and
other new age businesses such as Battery
Energy Storage Systems & Green Hydrogen.

GLOBAL ENERGY CONNECT
POWERGRID has established cross border linkages
in South Asia with Nepal, Bangladesh, Myanmar
& Bhutan and is exploring new linkages & other
avenues for common benefit of all stakeholders
and humankind. Regarded as one of the largest
utilities in the world, POWERGRID is transforming
global energy landscape with footprints across
Africa, Europe, Asia - Middle East & SAARC, CIS,
Oceania etc. As a key player in energy transition,
POWERGRID is poised to play a pivotal role in
futuristic initiatives such as ‘One Sun, One World,
One Grid'.

MARQUEE SNAPSHOT

In sync with its philosophy of ‘Transmitting Power,
Transmitting  Smiles, POWERGRID has built
and is operating one of the most complex and

sophisticated transmission networks in the world,
as POWERGRID caters to the aspirations of 1.4
billion people; bringing smiles across the globe.
The Company has undertaken numerous landmark
projects leveraging cutting-edge technologies
and has contributed to global energy transition.
A snapshot of some key projects -

*World’s longest multi-terminal HYDC 6000 MW
- Agra Biswanath Chariali HVDC system

1765 km long HVDC Raigarh-Pugalur-Thrissur
(RPT) Transmission System - Adopts Voltage
Source Convertor technology for the first time
in India

eSrinagar-Leh Transmission System - Project
includes 4 GIS substations including Drass;
World’s highest altitude S/S and the second
coldest inhabited place in the world

*World's Highest voltage line - 1200 kV
Transmission at Bina, Madhya Pradesh

220 kV Transmission System connecting Kabul
and Phul-e-Khumri in the treacherous

terrain, defying gravity, harsh weather conditions
and ongoing conflict in the region.

CASA-1000 Project connecting the Central Asia
Region (Kyrgyz Republic & Tajikistan) to

South Asia (Pakistan & Afghanistan) funded by
World Bank.
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*SASEC Project in Nepal funded by Asian
Development Bank encompassing four major
transmission corridors passing through mighty
peaks of Himalayas.

INNOVATING FOR BRIGHTER
TOMORROW

POWERGRID invests in research and development,
focusing on energy-efficient technologies and
automation. Following the principle of constant
upgradation and tech advancements in project
planning, construction & asset management/
operation some of the indigenously developed
solutions include -

*Development of Asset Management Dashboard
UDAAN (Unique Digital Analysis of Assets and
Network)

*Integration of Al/ ML based defect identification
in PG-DARPAN

*POWERGRID Asset Life Management System
(PALMS V2.0)

* Computer based Relay Setting Management

* Development of Substation Inspection Robot

*Data driven decision process using Al/ML

e Establishment of Virtual Smart Grid Knowledge
Centre (SGKC)

* Establishment of POWERGRID Advanced Research
and Technology Centre (PARTeC)

* Aerial Patrolling using Drones and helicopters
*Hotline Maintenance

EMPOWERING PROFESSIONALS
POWERGRID Academy of Leadership (PAL) is the
capacity building and knowledge platform, that
caters to power sector professionals globally. A
state-of-the-art facility enabling physical and
hybrid learning environments in behavioral,
technical and managerial domains. POWERGRID
conducts over 1200 training programs in 280

ACCOLADES

From project management and
infrastructural development to
operational excellence, capacity
building to pathbreaking
innovations, impacting livelihoods

as social responsibility to
community outreach, from
steadfast commitment for

gender equality and nurturing
8500+ human assets to happy
workplaces, POWERGRID is
setting benchmarks and earning
laurels across spheres worldwide.

- 24" Platts Global Energy Award in
the Corporate Impact - Targeted
Programme category

- ATD Best Award 2024 - Strategic
Approach to Talent Development

- International CSR Excellence
2023 & CSR World Leader 2023

- International CSR Excellence
Award-2023 for Vishram Sadan
project at AIIMS Delhi.

- Star Performer award in the
Project Exports category at the 51
EEPC India NR Awards for Export
Excellence.

HCM Excellence

- Brandon Hall

Hon'ble Vice President of India
presenting SCOPE Meritorious Award
to Shri R. K. Tyagi, CMD POWERGRID

| AVENUES |

ATD Best Award received hy
Dr. Yatindra Dwivedi, Director (Personnel),
POWERGRID for Learning & Development

Award 2023 in the Best Advance
in Competencies and Skill
Development category.

»SHRM India Excellence;in Learning
& Development

assisted modules grossing over 50,000 man-days
of trainings per annum. PAL has recently developed
an Al/ML lab having 14 different modules to train
employees on AR/VR based training modules

POWERING GROWTH WITH
SUSTAINABILITY
eGreen  Energy  Corridor:  Implementing

transmission evacuation system of more than 48
GW of non-fossil energy capacities. POWERGRID
has implemented interstate transmission system
(ISTS) in 8 RE resource rich states comprising
3200 ckm of transmission lines, 17,000 MVA
of transformation capacity and 6 EHV sub-
stations. This transmission scheme has facilitated
integration of about 6 GW of RE generation capacity

under Green Energy Corridors (GEC).

«Solar parks: Transmission scheme for 7 solar

parks facilitating evacuation of about 6.5 GW

of renewable energy. Further, POWERGRID has
implemented Transmission System for Solar Energy

Zones in Rajasthan — Phase-| for transfer of about

8.9 GW power from various Solar based generation

projects in Rajasthan.

¢ REMCs: Renewable Energy Management Centers

(REMCs)/ EMCs at 13 locations, to address

forecasting and scheduling of RE generation.

* Sustainability: Committed to achieving net zero

by 2047, water positive by 2030, and zero waste to

landfill by 2030.

4 Installed more than 8.7 MWp rooftop solar PV
systems at over 110 locations.

4 Developing a first large-scale 85 MW solar PV
project.

4 To reduce the carbon footprint, the company
is implementing several initiatives including
the development of digital substations,
exploring alternatives to SF6 gas, replacing
conventional insulating oils with environment
friendly natural Ester oil, massive plantations
with suitable indigenous species, and the use
of e-carts in place of traditional vehicles. m
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SWAPAN DASGUPTA 68

Gonservative Panache

It is now common for Indian intellectuals to be ideologically rightwing but
in an earlier era when left liberals held the reins of academia and media,
Swapan Dasgupta, a senior journalist then, was among the few who did
not shy away from announcing their side. And this he did in the old
conservative tradition of reasoned debate and the power of argument.
When BJP came to power under Narendra Modi, he remained a much
sought-after sounding board for those in the higher echelons of

power. It eventually culminated in a Rajya Sabha seat and an entry

into active politics in the last West Bengal Assembly elections.

Now, Dasgupta is back to his original métier, of the writer-

intellectual analysing and explaining India, whose opinions

are valued by his readers and those who run the country.

[EE0 42

bt The term
conservative is

habitually misinterpreted
in India to symbolise a
stubborn person, impatient
of change and modernity.
Yet, the philosophy of cautious
change and respect for the
national inheritance has an
important place in public
life, although this isn’t
formally acknowledged

as conservatism”

8JULY 2024
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WILLIAM DALRYMPLE .00 ANTAANAND 22 | Imperial Interpreters

Author Presenter /

HOW doempiresrise? Why do they fall? And how have they

shaped the world around us today? Historian William Dalrymple { 1) Empire’s
andradioand TV presenter Anita Anand answer these success has
overarching questions from history with wit and intellect, where /  takenus bOth by
they phone friends and crack jokes, in their hit podcast series P 4 complete surprise.

Neither of us really
listened to podcasts
before we started this,
and we had noidea of
the potential size of the
audience we would be

Empire.Launched in 2022,and with episode #161 having dropped
justafew daysago, Empireisarguably one of the most popular
podcasts today on all things historical, with around 8,80,000
downloads per week. The first series examined the British in India,
and now Dalrymple and Anand have arrived at the American

Revolution. The first season of 18 episodes wasvoted No ton / speaking to. It's been a
the Apple 2023 Shows That Made Us Thinkbecause of itsintel- wonderful 18 months—
lectual rigour and the duo'ssharp repartee. Thisishistory ~ / we've both learned so much
atitsbest, thisis history for the masses—complete with ~ / and had such fun—all the while
scheming queensandinsecurekingsandtheriseand ~ / providing lessons in the sort of
fall of empires.It doesaway with datesandnumbers ~ / history that is almost never taught
and instead uses the power of storytellingtomake ~ / in.SCh00|5 to people in every
the past come alive. / conceivable corner of the world”

William Dalrymple
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Indian Institute of Management Kozhikode
Globalizing Indian Thought
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Create the next-generation of Leaders & Dreamers with
lIM Kozhikode Management Development Programmes!

Management Education for Authenticity (Satyam),

Sustainability (Nityam) and Fulfilment (Purnam)...

s 39in India: NIRF 2023: Management Category

# 4™ among all lIMs and 70t globally - Financial Times
Ranking (Open Enrolment Programme) 2024

e 20+ Years of Delivering MDPs | 1200+ Programmes |
41000+ Participants | 150+ Organisations (including
several Fortune 500 companies)

State-of-the-art Infrastructure with 100+ World Class
Faculty

Open MDPs to augment the managerial skills of
executives and facilitate them to face new challenges
and practices of the corporate world.

® Sponsored MDPs offers customized MDPs in various
management areas as per the specific requirements of
Corporates, Business Houses, PSUs & Industries. Involves
extensive study of the client organization, preparation of
specific teaching materials, simulation exercises, etc.

® eMDPs delivering short-duration management
development programs through interactive learning
platform.

®* Asynchronous eMDP to facilitate student oriented
method in which the learners can pace themselves in
consuming the content according to their schedule.

MDP Office

Contact us at:

Indian Institute of Management Kozhikode,
IIMK Campus P. O., Kozhikode 673 570, Kerala, India n
+91-(495)- 2809557, 2809673, 2809560

) : Amd[i'_)—inc@iimk.oc‘]m mdp]%iimk.oc.in ) 1IM Kozhikode MDPs E
e New d Magazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t.me/Magazines_8890050582 (@Magazines_8890050582) ]
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Over the past three decades, [IM Kozhikode has come a long
way and is on an exciting trajectory of expansion and growth.
It has been playing a pioneering role in professionalizing Indian
management through its Post Graduate Programme, Doctoral
level programmes, Executive Training Programmes, Manage-
ment Development Programmes and Research & Consulting
Activities.

Our strength lies in our innovative and learning oriented
teaching practices and contemporary industry-specific
curriculum ' Which'is strongly backed“Up by our’sturdy corporate
interface. We pride ourselves with the high quality of our faculty
who have built a name for themselves in top quality teaching,
high impact corporate training, and extremely relevant
research.

~ , , o
Prof. Debashis Chatterjee - Director, IIM Kozhikode

Explore the range of Management Development Programmes (MDPs)
offered by IIM Kozhikode:

@ Mindful Leadership @ Leadership 4.0 @ Big Data
@ Good Governance @ Cyber Security @ Investment Banking
@ HR Management and Analytics @ Business Management
@ Public Policy Management @ Project Management
@ Strategic Management @ Investment Banking
@ Entrepreneurship and New Venture Creation @ Digital Marketing
@ Digital Strategy and Transformation @ Healthcare Management
@ Financial Analysis and Financial Management @ Fintech
@ Management of Social Initiatives @ Marketing

@ Supply Chain strategy and Management

& Many more...

Explore and Enrol -
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MUKESH AMBANI b/ H :
Chairman, Reliance Industries Masterlng the u"lverse

The transformation of Reliance from
an oil refinery-driven business to a:
< conglomerate that stands at the cusp
" of the future in terms of technology
i ‘ is extraordinary. Its chairman
' Mukesh Ambani oversaw that
’r a transformation patiently. Now they

£ "’, " \ ! have a footprint that ranges from
- telecommunication to media to retail,
” all weaved in through a digital interface.
P If giant conglomerates from China and
the US are staking their claim
to the future, it is Reliance that is
carving space for India on that front.
Ambani has also seamlessly laid out a
succession plan for the next generation
of his family to take over different busi-
nesses, to prevent any disruption later.
An instance of Ambani’s foresig as
evident at their AGM last year \i\m he
ced Reliance’s grand ambition in

.“:.

announ

—
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GAUTAM ADANI 62

Chairman, Adani Group

Seizing the Future

H E faced perhaps the biggest crisis of
his business journey last year when the
Hindenburg report came out. But within
months of a steep fall in share prices,
Gautam Adani had not only steered the
group backto stability-but alse kept it
on the path of expansion. Starting from
scratch, Adani now dominates sectors
like airports, ports, renewable energy,
cement, and more. The acquisition of
NDTV had led to a foray into media
sometime back. This year, Adani was
also charged with the biggest housing
project in Mumbai when they got the
redevelopment project of Dharavi.
Adani Green Energy meanwhile also
started generating power from the
Khavda Renewable Energy Park which is
touted as the world’s largest. In a speech
to shareholders, Adani said they would
generate 30GW in five years, enough

to power countries like Belgium

and Switzerland.

More Newspaper and Magazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t. me/Magazines_8890050582 (@Magazines_8890050582)



 OPEN

| AVENUES |

THE GALGOTIAS ACTIVE LEARNING ECOSYSTEM:

RE-INVENTING TEACHING AND
LEARNING IN CLASSROOMS

algotias  University,

university in India, has taken

significant strides in integrating
active learning methodologies into its
engineering curriculum.  This  innovative
approach not only revolutionizes how students
learn but also significantly enhances their
educational experience and prepares them
for real-world challenges. Here, we explore
the multifaceted benefits of this educational
shift initiated for the first time in India by
Galgotias University.

a prominent

ENHANCED UNDERSTANDING AND
RETENTION: At Galgotias, Active learning
transcends traditional lecture methods by
engaging students in activities like problem-
solving, group discussions, and hands-on
projects. At Galgotias University, this approach
has proven particularly effective in teaching
complex engineering concepts. By “actively
participating in the learning process, students
develop a deeper understanding of the subject
matter. Studies suggest that students retain
information better when they are actively involved
in the learning process, a critical advantage in
fields as demanding as engineering. Almost
every lab at Galgotias is aligned with the Industry
with the iOS development center powered by
Apple and Infosys being the newest addition.

DEVELOPMENT OF CRITICAL
THINKING AND PROBLEM-SOLVING
SKILLS: Engineering is a discipline that
thrives on innovation and problem-solving.
Active learning at Galgotias  University
encourages students to think critically and
solve real-world problems. By working through

SUNEEL GALGOTIA,
Chancellor, Galgotias University

actual engineering challenges during their
studies, students sharpen their analytical skills,
which are essential for any successful engineer.
This practice not only prepares them for their
future careers but also instills a mindset
geared towards innovation and continuous
improvement. As a result,more than 200+
startups have been founded at Galgotias.

INCREASED STUDENT

ENGAGEMENT AND MOTIVATION:
Traditional lectures can sometimes lead
to disengagement and passive learning.
However, active learning strategies employed
by Galgotias University keep students
engaged and motivated. These methods

often require participation, collaboration,
and interaction, which make the learning
experience more enjoyable and stimulating.
Engaged students are typically more motivated
to learn and succeed, which is evident in
the increased attendance rates and higher
academic performance at the university.

IMPROVED TEAMWORK AND
COMMUNICATION SKILLS: Engineering
projects often require teamwork, and employers
highly value engineers who can effectively
collaborate and communicate. Active learning
environments, like those at Galgotias University,
foster the development of these soft skills. Students
regularly work in teams, which helps them learn
how to communicate their ideas clearly, listen to
others, and perform effectively in a group setting.
These skills are crucial in professional settings
where teamwork is often the key to success.

BETTER PREPARATION FOR THE
WORKFORCE: One of the most significant
benefits of active learning is how well it prepares
students for the engineering workforce. Galgotias
University's approach to active learning includes
industry  collaborations, internships, and
project-based tasks that simulate real-world
engineering work. This exposure ensures that
students are not only academically prepared but
are also familiar with the practical aspects of
engineering work, making them highly valuable
to potential employers.

Galgotias University’s adoption of
active learning methodologies in
its engineering courses represents
a forward-thinking approach to
education which is the reason the
university has been climbing Indian
and International rankings year after
year. The university has 5 branches
of engineering accredited by NBA
and has received a record breaking
7 Lac applications via CUET making
Galgotias one of the most sought after
university in India,v 4
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N CHANDRASEKARANI,

Steady at the Helm

Befo '€ he took over as chairman of the Tata Group, when it was floundering after a fractious

boardroom dispute that had led to the eviction of his predecessor, N Chandrasekaran had great success in
making big bigger with Tata Consultancy Services. He is repeating it in the eight years he has been at the
group’s helm. Tata Motors, once thought to be a lost cause, is back as a major automobile business because of
a single-point focus on electric vehicles (EVs). This year saw the pacing up of the integration between Vistara
and Air India that the Tatas purchased from the government two years ago. From semi-conductors to defence,
the forays of the group are gigantic in scale but well-considered. On the flip side, there are businesses that
range from grocery delivery to retail electronics, all tied together through apps. The Tatas bet on a profes-
sional CEQ instead of family to steer them and the decision is paying off with Chandrasekaran.

[OPENE-1!] 8 JULY 2024
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Brand

One Nation One Fertilizer (ONOF)
across the nation

Rashtriya Chemicals and Fertilizers Limited
believes, that the progress of India’s agriculture
depends upon farmers's acceptance, of the
latest and realistic agricultural technology. RCF
over five decades has penetrated into the grass
root arena, to advice and educate the farming
community. The company has advocated
improving soil health, promoting the balanced
use of major nutrients and micronutrients,
endorsing crop patterns, balancing chemical
fertilizers with organic and bio-fertilizers,
irrigation, subsidiary occupations-and of course
offering quality Fertilizers.

Today with its new generation 100% Water
Soluble NPK Fertilizers, Liquid Bio-Fertilizers
and Multi Micro-Nutrient Liquid Fertilizer, RCF is
fulfilling its mission and commitment of providing
quality fertilizers to the contemporary Indian
farmer.

RCF’s iconic brand Bharat Urea and Bharat NPK
15:15:15 are house hold names among farmers,
all over the country. The Company has
understood the dynamics of the shifting
agriculture scenario in India and has kept pace
with the demands of the farming community and
technological advancements.

ashtnya Chemlcals and Fertllzers lelted

A Govt. of India Undertaking)
Priyadarshini, 8thFloor, Customer Relatmn Management Dept., Eastern Express
Website: www.rcfltd.com * Follow: rcfkisanmanch onff] &

rg]hwa . Sion, Mumbai - 400 022
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SATYA NADELLA 56 |

CEO, Microsoft

When he took over Microsoft, the once

biggest company in the world seemed on its way down as
the march of technology increasingly made its products
like operating systems redundant. But Satya Nadella veered
itaround and Microsoftisnotjustamong the top three in
the world today but also right at the forefront of the future.
Itisnow recognised asa major playerin artificial
intelligence (AI) and Nadella achieved thiswith an astute
tie-up with OpenAlwhich creates ChatGPT and other
generative Al products. When OpenAT's CEO Sam Altman
was evicted in a boardroom meeting, Nadellaimmediately
offered him an Al division in Microsoft. It led to Altman
being able to return to OpenAl and Microsoft's positionin
the company being even stronger. In the history of business,
there are not many precedents ofa CEO being

able to make a company the size of

Microsoft do successful manoeuvres

usually associated with startups.

The marketsare recognisingitin

how Microsoft continues to be
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ADAR POONAWALLA 43

CEO, Serum Institute of India Vaccinating the wm‘ld

The pandemic thrust Adar Poonawalla into the national spotlight as
Indians learnt about a company that had long been making vaccines for
the entire world and now found itself at the forefront against Covid.
Poonawalla, CEO of the Serum Institute of India, managed numerous
challenges, ranging from the political to the operational, and soon most
of India had been protected against the virus with Covishield. Despite
the end of the pandemic, Poonawalla has managed to keep the company
financially buoyant. They continue to focus on low-cost life-saving
vaccines for other major diseases. The latest, produced in collaboration
with the University of Oxford, is the R21/Matrix-M malaria vaccine. The
disease is a big killer in the developing world, especially in

the African continent. Serum Institute has already started

exporting it.

v
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International Sensibility

Global
economic ties
are changing
in ways we
have not seen

since the end
of the Cold War”

GETTY IMAGES
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WOMEN DIVERSITY
IN MANAGEMENT
EDUCATION:

LLOYD BUSINESS SCHOOL
LEADING THE CHARGE

n an era where gender diversity is

gaining momentum across various

sectors, Lloyd Business School is setting

a benchmark in management education
by embodying the principles of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's "Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao"
campaign. This initiative, aimed at encouraging
the education and empowerment of women,
finds a robust advocate in Lloyd Business
School, especially evident in its PGDM (Post
Graduate Diploma in Management) program.
With 40 percent of its 180-seat intake being
women, Lloyd Business School not only meets
but exceeds the expectations set forth by this
national campaign.

Situated in the heart of Delhi NCR, Lloyd
Business School stands out as a premier
institution offering cutting-edge education in
management, pharmacy, and law. The PGDM
program, in particular, is an autonomous
course approved by the All India Council for
Technical Education (AICTE), and this year
marks the 17th batch of PGDM students at
Lloyd. The school’s commitment to innovative
teaching methodologies and industry-relevant
curriculum ensures that its students are
well-equipped to meet the challenges of the
business world.

A significant factor contributing to the high
calibre of students at Lloyd Business School
is its distinguished faculty, many of whom
have backgrounds in the Indian Institutes of
Management (IIMs). These professors bring a
wealth of knowledge and experience, providing
Lloyd students with the same rigorous training
and education synonymous with [IMs.

Furthermore, the research acumen of
both faculty and students at Lloyd Business
School is noteworthy. The institution places
a strong emphasis on research, encouraging
scholarly pursuits that contribute to the body
of knowledge in management and related
fields. This is exemplified by the Lloyd

“ ATLLOYD, WE
BELIEVE IN THE POWER
OF WOMEN LEADERS

TO CREATE MORE
WOMEN LEADERS. Our
commitment to gender
diversity is not just
about numbers; it's
about fostering a culture #"
where women can thrive
and inspire the next
generation of leaders. 77

Prof. VANDANA ARORA SETHI,

Group Director, Lloyd Business School
| EEEEE—

Business Review, an indexed journal that
showcases high-quality research conducted
by the school's community. The importance
of research at Lloyd is evident in the way it
enhances the analytical and critical thinking
skills of students, preparing them for complex
problem-solving in the business world.

Moreover, Lloyd Business  School’s
collaboration with IBM to teach business
analytics is a game changer in the realm of
management education. This partnership
allows students to delve deeply into analytics,
combining it with finance, human resources,
supply chain, and operations to enhance their
business acumen. The integration of analytics
into the curriculum not only prepares students
for the complexities of the modern business
environment but also gives them a competitive
edge in the job market.

The impact of this unique education
model is evident in the impressive placement
records of Lloyd Business School. Graduates
find opportunities  with  national and
international companies, thanks in large part

 OPEN

to their expertise in business analytics. This
specialization™is increasingly sought after by
employers who value data-driven decision-
making and strategic insights.

Lloyd Business School's commitment
to diversity, excellence in education, and
innovative teaching methods positions it as
the best institution for management education
in Delhi NCR. By fostering an environment
that champions women's education and
empowerment, Lloyd Business School not only
aligns with national initiatives but also sets a
precedent for other institutions to follow.

Prof. Vandana Arora Sethi, Group Director
at Lloyd Business School, highlights the
institution's dedication to empowering women:
"At Lloyd, we believe in the power of women
leaders to create more women leaders. Our
commitment to gender diversity is not just
about numbers; it's about fostering a culture
where women can thrive and inspire the next
generation of leaders."

In conclusion, Lloyd Business School is not
just imparting education; it is shaping future
leaders who are diverse, skilled, and ready
to make a significant impact in the business
world. As it continues to embrace and promote
gender diversity and a strong research
culture, Lloyd Business School exemplifies the
powerful synergy between national educational
campaigns and institutional excellence. B
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KANGANA RANAUT 38
Star Trek

Shehasthe ability to

reinvent herself, from
gauche Bollywood ingénue
to star slayer to self-appointed
champion of the underdogs to
newly minted MP from Mandi
and empowered voice of the
rightwing woman. Though
her movies are self-destructing
at the box office, the actor
has found a safe landing pad
for herself with BJP’s focus ; -

on ‘nari shakti’. Even as the /-"
Opposition women MPs “
prepare to shoot/straight ind Vagazing Search httg&f/l.me/Magzines 8390050582 (@Magazines_8389005052
Parliament, Kangana Ranaut ]
will have to do more than
give them advice to stop
“chillam chilli”. Everything in
her years in the Mumbai film
industry suggests the
maverick from Mandi is quite
capable of standing up to
the high priests of nepotism.
Expect her to never be
far away from the headlines.

R

PTI
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VIKRAM SAMPATH

Author

Nation’s
Historian

Courtesy SHANDILYA SRIVATSA

Aﬂe I atwo-volume project on VD Savarkar which took years in the making, the book
that Vikram Sampath came out with this year, Waiting for Shiva: Unearthing the Truth of
Kashi’s Gpan Vapi, was written in quick time and was once again ona subject related to the
new politics sweeping India after the ascendancy of Hindutva. He turned his historical lens
ontoKashi—theissue of the Gyanvapi mosque and the claim that it was built overa temple.
With the Ayodhya Ram Mandir no longer a political issue, Gyanvapi has the potential to
come centrestage and Sampath’'sbook isanattempt to bringa historical understanding
toit. He pored over documents related to it, from Persian to British sourcesand Indian
scriptures, to provide contextand background to the long festering issue. Sampath
advocates for dialogue as a means toresolve it. A Fellow of the Royal Historical Society;

he has nine books under hisbelt.

8 JULY 2024 www.opentt 57 [L=0
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TRIDIP SURRUD 58 | Pursuit of Gandhi

Author

Renowned Gandnischolarand political scientist Tridip Suhrud,
also provostat CEPT University, Ahmedabad, is coming out with his
much-awaited work, The Diary of Manu Gandhi: 1946-1948, which he has
translated from Gujarati and edited. Suhrud, former director of Sabarmati
Ashram, came out with the first volume some five years ago, The Diary

of Manu Gandhi: 1943-1944.Suhrud treats Manu, the grandniece of the
Mahatma, as the ultimate witness to Gandhi’s late phase that ended with
hisassassination on January 30, 1948. Manu was with Gandhi in Noakhali
(now in Bangladesh), in Bihar, Kolkata, and Delhi, the crucial locations
close to Gandhi’sactivitiesat the time. A multilingual scholar, Suhrud says
that we know of Gandhi’s last phase in large measure due to Manu
because she was the only associate with him on a day-to-day basis from
1946 onwards. Manu entered Gandhi’s life following the death of
Mahadev Desai, his closest collaborator. This volume of Manu’s diary

will also reveal more about Gandhi’s sexual experiments.

As he uttered the

name of Rama for the
final time, she bore
witness to truth.

Manu Gandhi’s diaries,
read and signed by
Gandhi, are a testament
to his final sacrifice.

For me, it hasbeena
means to understanding
the meaning of his
assassination on
January 30, 1948. An act
of grace, if there
was one”

4 LT
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BINDU REDDY 46

Entrepreneur

Alternative Intelligence

florg

An alumnus of IIT Bombay and Dartmouth College, Bindu Reddy has

earned a reputation, especially this year, as one of the most vocal artificial

intelligence (Al) commentators in the world. An ex-Googler, she is CEO

and co-founder of San Francisco-based Abacus.Al, a startup that is hot for

enterprises and that helps them embed cutting-edge Al into their

business processes and apps at scale. She had made a mark in Al at . .
Amazon Web Services and Post Intelligence. At Google, she was head Alis replaCIHg
of product for Google Apps. Hers is the word that people take seriously Copywriters but
whenever a new large language model (LLM) or other Al tools are launched. Nnow they are
On some occasions, she comes up with tongue-in-cheek comments, too.

“Claude Sonnet 3.5 is a great psychiatrist! Way better than GPT-40,” she gettlng Pald to
posted on X, comparing Anthropic’s latest Al model with OpenAl’s. The make Al content

Indian-origin CEO, one of the biggest names in Al, is making as much of
a splash at her workplace as on X with her incisive and snappy tweets
about technology. When Nvidia became the most valuable company

in the world, she posted, “The company that sells shovels in a gold

rush has made it again!!” Reddy is also bullish about the growth

of Alin India and China thanks to their local talent.

more human”
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SUNITA WILLIAMS 58

Astronaut
L ]
Space Diva

-

-
vl‘:
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It was in 2006 that Sunita Williams first became a familiar name in the country when she became the second
woman of Indian descent to go to space as part of a NASA mission. This year she was once again in space,

as part of Boeing’s venture into the emerging private market of space vessels. She led a mission to the
International Space Station, a familiar place for her given that she had been on it twice before and once even
ran a marathon from a treadmill there. Williams is half Indian, with a Slovenian mother and a Gujarati father
who had emigrated to the US. She first made her mark as a pilot before being selected to be an astronaut. And
despite having spent more than 300 days in space across all her missions, she seems to still think that the sky is
never the limit. That is an inspiration Indian girls draw from her.

(2= 60 8 JULY 2024
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KARTHIK MURALIDHARAN 49 |

Economist

The economist’s debut work, Accelerating India’s Development:
A State-led Roadmap for Effective Governance, addresses issues of
policy priorities, weak governance, politics of scarcity,and more in
an effort tozeroin on the public goods the government must focus
on. Well-known for hisstudy of the Indian education system and
his work with the NITI Aayog, Karthik Muralidharan puts forth
brightideas for charting a course for the Indian economy. The Tata
Chancellor’s Professor of Economics at the University of
California, San Diego and Co-Chair of the Abdul Latif Jameel
Poverty Action Lab's Education Sector acknowledges the

strides the country has taken on political, economic and
administrative fronts. At a time when state welfare

budgets are burgeoning, Muralidharan's empirical

work on crucial high-impactinterventions

ineducation and healthisa relevantstudy on

where the government needs to be and what it

needstodo.

8JULY 2024

More Newspaper and Magazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t.me/Magazines_8890050582 (@Magazines_8890050582)



MINDS 2024

AsHok ELLUSWAMY 3: | The Driven

Engineer

Elon Musk’s poston X on June g complimenting his Tesla
colleague Ashok Elluswamy for hisrole as director of the autopilot software
team at the car company got close to 28 million views. Elluswamy, a Bachelor
of Engineering in Electronics and Communication from the College of Engi-
neering, Guindy in Chennai, won praise from his boss for hisleadership since
2019.“Without him and our awesome team, we would just be another car
company looking for an autonomy supplier that doesn't exist,” Musk wrote.
Elluswamy, also an alumnus of Carnegie Mellon University, was the first
engineer tojoin the Tesla Al/Autopilot software team in 2014 before he went
ontolead thesectionin 2019.Tesla’s Autopilot stresses on convenience and
supervision by drivers. It assists drivers by managing steering, acceleration,
and braking mostly on highways, but the driver must be ready to handle any
emergency situation. A robotic engineer born in Tindivanam, Elluswamy
had earlier worked with WABCO Vehicle Control Systems. Now based in

San Francisco, the 35-year-old played a pivotal role in developing Tesla’s
autopilot system and AT hardware. In a sense, his work has revolutionised
driving whilemaking allofitseemeasy:

@@ |nthefuture, fully
autonomous cars

and useful household
robots will be
commonplace and the
world will think that
this was how it was
always supposed to
be. Until then, we need
Elon Musk to push the
frontier, because he
sees it already”

SAURABH SINGH
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ABHA NARAIN LAMBAH ¥

Restoring Heritage

La St December, when the
UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards

for Cultural Heritage Conserva-
tion were announced, the

David Sassoon Library in Mumbai
and Bikaner House in Delhi were
among the recipients. These
were both restoration projects
that Abha Narain Lambah had
helmed. And the two were only
the most recent additions to a
large number of UNESCO awards
her firm already had under its
belt. Starting her career in 1993,
Lambah went on to become.a
pioneer of conservation
architecture in India. She brings
in a process that honours the
tradition of what is being
restored, delving deep into the
history of the structure or
monument, tracing old
photographs and drawings to
make the restoration reflect the
original. Among other projects
she is working on are Shalimar
Bagh in Kashmir and Mumbai’s
Gateway of India plaza.
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JOYEETA GUPTA 60

Environmental Scientist

Climate Gool

S h € was 20 years old when
the Bhopal gas tragedy
occurred in 1984. The tragedy
and its fallout showed

Joyeeta Gupta how multi-
national companies work in
developing countries. The

law and economics graduate
decided she would then focus
on issues of the Global North
and the Global South. Decades
of research on climate change
in developing countries has led
the Indian-origin professor to
receive the Spinoza Prize, also
called the Dutch Nobel, late last
year. She has worked towards
making justice and fairness
issues mainstream in science
and policy. Her work is
celebrated for its interdisciplin-
ary nature, where she is
working towards creating a
global constitution so that a
small group of countries does
not use too many resources,
and so that the benefits and
perils of technology are aligned
more fairly across the globe.
Gupta’s work spotlights

the importance of good
governance, above all else, in
mitigating climate change.

@zines_8890050582)

Courtesy STUDIO 00STRUM

8JULY 2024

More Newspaper and Magazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t. mne/Magazines_8890050582 (@Magazines_8890050582)




Make the most of our Xpress Fares

XPRESS XPRESS XPRESS XPRESS

lite VValue ~LEDD BiZ

Save more with 15 kg DOM / @ 15 kg DOM / 25 kg DOM /

our Zero Check-in 20 kg INT Check-in 30 kg INT Check-in 40 kg INT Check-in
bag fare Baggage Baggage Baggage

7+3 kg m Special offers for Unlimited FREE Upto
Cabin Baggage Students, SMEs, flight changes 58" Legroom
Senior Citizens, upto 2 hrs before

Defence and departure 2 Free
Medical personnel Gourmair Meal

Xpress Ahead
Priority Services

Book flights to 45 destinations in India and abroad.

Abu Dhabl - Al Ain - Bahrain - Dammam - Doha  Dubai « Kuwait - Jeddah - Muscat - Ras al-Khaimah - Riyadh - Salalah - Sharjah - Singapore - Amritsar - Ayodhya
Bagdogra - Bengaluru : Bhubaneswar - Chennai - Delhi - Goa - Guwahati - Gwalior - Hyderabad - Imphal « indore « Jaipur - Kannur « Kochi « Kolkata - Kozhikode
Lucknow « Madural - Mangalore - Mumbai - Pune « Ranchi - Srinagar - Surat - Thiruvananthapuram - Tiruchirappalli - Varanasi - Vijayawada - Visakhapatnam

- S airindiaexpress.com
[ Fexens AIRFLYC | SRw: | X @@ arindiax

All IS flights are operated by AIX Connect Pvt. Ltd. (formerly known as AirAsia India Pvt. Ltd.) and all IX flights are operated by Air India Express Ltd., subsidiaries of Air India Ltd.
For detailed terms and conditions, visit airindiaexpress.com

More Newspaper and Magazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t. mne/Magazines_8890050582 (@Magazines_8890050582)




Rereading Constitution

As the centrality of the Constitution in the

General Election showed, the document has great moral
force. Yet, it remains little understood. | hope my work,
including my recent book, and the work of others can help
shape constitutional law in a manner that the Indian state
works in the best interests of ordinary citizens”
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TRAILBLAZERS
BLAZING A NEW TRAIL

India’s Trailblazers are shining bright and leading the way
to a prosperous future, a future that is diverse and
inclusive, rich with opportunities for everyone willing

to believe and invest in India story. They take risks and
are ready to make sacrifices in their pursuit

of excellence. These @

trailblazers have a huge
.impact on economic growth
through boosting job
opportunities, innovation
and competition.

CON\N\ANDER NAVNEET BAL
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EVERYONE,
EVERYWHERE,
EQUALLY
CLEARMEDI HEALTHCARE

nown for its

integrity,  ethical
standards, and  compassionate
care, ClearMedi stands as one of
India's largest providers of oncology
services. Founded in 2010 by Dr. Shahi Kant
Baliyan, the organization operates a chain of
multispecialty hospitals and oncology centers
spanning 4 hospitals and 10 partner locations
across India and is rapidly expanding now.

With the vision of closing the care gap,
group focuses on providing equitable access
of care to everyone across all economic strata
and geographies.

ClearMedi has 4 hospitals with 2 in
Mysore, 1 in Nanded and 1 in Gwalior
that was recently inaugurated by Shri
Pradhuman Singh Tomar, Energy Minister,
Madhya Pradesh government. ClearMedi is
committed to provide healthcare access in
the underserved areas of the country.

ClearMedi is known to be one of its kind
healthcare service providers where in the
CEQ’s annual report doesn't talk about
Revenue, EBITDA and revenue growth, neither
it is about the number of beds being added
nor about the number of revenue generating

beds. CEQ’s annual report consists only about
the number of lives they have touched.

In Calendar year 2023, ClearMedi treated
more than 3 Lakh plus patients across
all hospitals and partner hospitals which
most of these patients are from sub urban
or rural areas. Everyday almost 650+ on
couch patients are treated for radiation
therapy imparting close to 2 Lakh fractions

.“—if ;III

ClearMedi Radiant Hospital, Mysore

SUCCESS STORES:

Monark ClearMedi Cancer Center,
Nanded, is 300kms away from main city of
Aurangabad. There is no direct air connectivity
neither do many trains reach to this location
in Maharashtra. This city is known for a
Gurudwara where international tourists also
visit across the year, however still the city is
under served in terms of healthcare delivery.

!I' ‘

“ OUR HOSPITALS ARE MORE THAN JUST A PLACE OF HEALING;
they are sanctuary of compassion, innovation, and excellence.
Every patient who walks through our doors entrusts us with
their well-being, and it's our duty to honour that trust with the
highest standards of care. Together, as a dedicated team, we
strive to redefine healthcare, to push boundaries, and to make

ameaningful difference in the lives of those we serve. This
isn't just a hospital; it's a beacon of hope, a haven of healing,
and a testament to the power of humanity working together.
Cherishing our vision - Everyone, Everywhere, Equally, all day
every day is our driving force. J%

COMMANDER NAVNEET BALI
CEO, ClearMedi Healthcare

to the cancer patients; performed 25,000
diagnostic tests and procedures and
>15,000 chemo sessions.

Cdr Navneet Bali, CEO, ClearMedi
Healthcare said -“l am very happy to state
that many of these patients that we treat are
below poverty line and cannot afford their
treatment and are being helped by Ayushman
Bharat scheme .

Although we would have loved if none
of these patients suffered from cancer but
it gives us the professional satisfaction of
reaching out to them.”

We as team are focussed and committed to
reach out to many more places, foster many
more partnerships to carry our brand promise
of “Everyone, Everywhere, Equally.”

ClearMedi Healthcare

Everyone, Everywhere, Equally

Installing LINAC and giving radiation therapy
to more than 100 on couch patients at once
has given many accolades to ClearMedi. It has
been applauded by Maharashtra government
on multiple occasions mentioning about
the high number of radiation, medical and
surgical oncology patients we treat under
various government schemes.

ClearMedi Radiant Hospital, Mysore
caters to best clinicians and world class
technology. ClearMedi radiant has one of the
best healthcare service quality where right
from entry of the patient to exit, the journey
is seamless and aided with right set of digital
technology making care even more accessible
and transparent. This hospital provides the
right blend of multispeciality care across all
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basic to super speciality needs of patients.
The KTP program of ClearMedi Radiant
hospital has been recognised by at various
levels. The success of oncology care team of
ClearMedi Radiant has been echoing to far off
places within and outside the city of Mysore.
Talking of ClearMedi Multispeciality Hospital,
Mysore which began its operations in July'23,
is another facility of ClearMedi in the Mysore
city. This facility houses one of the 3 PET-CTs
of city of Mysore. Many of the patients from
Mysore city travel to Bangalore everyday to get
PET scan done, however at ClearMedi, they are
making sure to provide the accessibility to all
diagnostics including PET scans at affoardable

rates within the mysore city itself. This is
saving misery of many patients everyday both
physically and financially.

To talk about ClearMedi Paridhi
Multispeciality Hospital, Gwalior as it
was recently inaugurated on 1st March’'24.
This centre is deemed to provide best clinical
care right in the centre of the Gwalior city.
It is a proud privilege to have completed
200+ surgeries in less than 3 months. The
population which was greatly reliant on Delhi-
NCR for treatment has got the solution for
medical services right at the city center.

As we talk, ClearMedi is soon expanding its
wings in northern region, stay tuned for more

| OPEN
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Monark ClearMedi Cancer Center, Nanded

exciting announcements.

To book an appointment at any of our
centres visit our website :—

www. Clearmedi.in or call us at
+91-7900900953

SSVM GROUP OF INSTITUTIONS:

EMPOWERING MINDS,
ENRICHING FUTURES

SVM  Group of Institutions has

emerged as a stalwart in education,

nurturing young intellects

across Tirupur, Coimbatore, and
Mettupalayam since its inception in 1998,.
What began modestly as a play school for 25
students in the tranquil environs at the foothills
of Nilgiris has burgeoned into a distinguished
network of 15 schools under the visionary
leadership of Dr. Manimekalai Mohan.
Renowned for its unwavering commitment
to educational excellence, SSVM offers a
diverse array of curricula, including CBSE,
Matriculation, NIOS, JEE & NEET Coaching,
and international programs like Cambridge
and International Baccalaureate.

Recent expansions such as Ruh Early
Years, a premier pre-school catering to ages
6 months to 6 years, and Ruh Continuum,
a comprehensive K-12 School alongside an

Dr MANIMEKALAI MOHAN
Founder, SSVM Group of Institutions,
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu

International Primary Campus, accentuate
SSVM's dedication to holistic education. The
institution's inclusive ethos is exemplified
by SSVM KIDS CASA schools nurturing a
supportive environment conducive to early
childhood education and Athma Seva,
providing vocational skills for differently-

abled children.

SSVM campuses boast state-of-the-art
infrastructure  with  modern  classrooms,
advanced laboratories, extensive libraries,
and premier sports facilities. A personalized
approach to learning, supported by passionate
educators and cuttingedge technology,
ensures students are empowered as leaders
and innovators. SSVM's global outlook is
further enriched through partnerships with
esteemed organizations like Cambridge
Assessment English and AFS Intercultural
Programs, enhancing academic rigour and
international exposure. The Transforming India
Conclave, a magnificent event orchestrated
annually by SSVM from 1-3 September is a
catalyst for the innovation and leadership
where ideas flourish, leadership thrives, and
transformative change becomes a tangible
reality shaping a progressive India.

Recognized with the QS Diamond ranking
and affiliated with the Council of International
Schools, SSVM continues to uphold exceptional
educational  standards. With  numerous
national and international accolades, SSVM
remains steadfast in shaping ethical leaders
and critical thinkers poised to make a profound
impact on the world stage. |
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Dr MANIMEKALAI MOHAN:
EDUCATOR EXTRAORDINAIRE

Dr. Manimekalai
Mohan, an esteemed
luminary and the
visionary Founder of
SSVM Institutions

in Coimbatore, has
etched an indelible

legacy in the
academic landscape.
With over 26 years
of educational
leadership, she
embodies unwavering
commitment,

L. QR rolentless pursult

ki | of excellence, and a

transformative spirit.
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, Dr MANIMEKALAI MOHAN
i Founder,

RN SSVM Group of Institutions,
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu

r  Manimekalai's  academic

prowess is formidable. Armed

with a postgraduate degree in

Psychology and Rehabilitation
Science, she navigates educational
analytics with finesse. Honorary degrees
from prestigious institutions like America
West University and the University of
South America accentuate her expertise.
As a Member of the General Council at
NCERT (an autonomous body under the
Ministry of Education, Govt. of India), her
influence resonates globally.

Beyond technical acumen,
Dr Manimekalai champions multifaceted
skills including effective communication,
strategic management principles, and
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collaborative leadership. She adeptly
orchestrates teams promoting an
environment of innovation. Driven by
creativity and resourcefulness, she
conceptualizes educational prototypes
tailored to meet diverse needs. Her
initiatives strike a chord with both
parents and students, shaping a dynamic
learning ecosystem. Dr Manimekalai's
dedication to inclusive education finds
expression in Athma Seva, established
in 1998. This charitable organization
empowers differently abled children with
vocational skills and steadfast support.

From humble beginnings in 1998 -
a play school with 25 children - SSVM
Group has blossomed into a network
of 15 schools. Their comprehensive
programs span CBSE- SSVM World
School, Coimbatore, SSVM School of
Excellence and SSVM, Mettupalayam,
Matriculation-SSVM Vidhan Matriculation
Higher Secondary School, Mettupalayam
(Tamil Nadu State Board), NIOS (Open
Schooling), JEE & NEET Coaching,
and international curricula (Cambridge
and International Baccalaureate).
SSVM’s campuses boast ™ state-of-the-
art infrastructure, experienced faculty,
and innovative teaching methods. Their
holistic approach nurtures academic
excellence and essential life skills,
preparing students for a bright future.

In recent years, SSVM has showcased
a remarkable proclivity for innovation
and diversification. This is manifest in
the launch of Ruh Early Years, a leading
preschool catering to children aged 6
months to 6 years. Additionally, the
introduction of Ruh Continuum, a K-12
School and Ruh Continuum International
Primary Campus in Coimbatore, has
further enriched the educational
landscape by providing students with
a plethora of opportunities to excel
and grow, ranging from Cambridge
International  programmes to the
prestigious International Baccalaureate
curriculum.

The SSVM KIDS CASA chain of
schools in Coimbatore, Tirupur and
Mettupalayam which cater to young
learners aged three to six years,
epitomize their steadfast commitment
to nurturing holistic development among
young learners. fostering a supportive

Dr MANIMEKALAI'S
DEDICATION TO INCLUSIVE
EDUCATION FINDS
EXPRESSION IN ATHMA
SEVA, established in
1998. This charitable
organization empowers
differently abled children
with vocational skills
and steadfast support.

and enriching environment for their
early development. Furthermore, one
of the Coimbatore campuses offers
Pre-K to 5 education, ensuring a smooth
and seamless educational journey for
students as they sail through their
formative years.

SSVM's commitment to excellence
is further validated by prestigious
affiliations and partnerships  with
initiatives  like ‘First in Math’ and
‘Cambridge Assessment English’.
Actively engaged with " organizations

| AVENUES

numerous prestigious awards, including
the Nelson Mandela Leadership Award
from the University of Oxford in 2024
and the Global Edu Visionary Award
2023 from the Global School Leaders’
Consortium. Recognized as the Most
Influential Educator of the Year 2023 by
Education Today and honored with the
Outstanding Leadership in Education
2022 accolade from Education 2.0 in
Dubai, she has also received the Global
Lifetime Achievement in Education at
the Global Education Conclave, Dubai.
Under her stewardship, SSVM has
earned laurels such as the Outstanding
Organization Award 2022-23 in Las
Vegas, USA, Excellence in Exchange
Program by IMT 2023 in Mauritius,
and recognition as Accelerated Growth
Centre of the Year 2023 by Cambridge
Assessment English in Colombo, Sri
Lanka. These commendations bears
testimony to her enduring legacy of
excellence in education.

Dr Manimekalai Mohan's journey and
the triumph of SSVM Institutions testifies
her visionary leadership, steadfast
commitment™to holistic ‘education, and

Dr Manimekalai Mohan has been recognized as
the Most Influential Educator of the Year 2023 by
Education Today and honored with the Outstanding
Leadership in Education 2022 accolade from
Education 2.0 in Dubai, she has also received the
Global Lifetime Achievement in Education at the
Global Education Conclave, Dubai.

Dr Manimekalai Mohan's initiatives have not only
transformed the lives of numerous students but
also established a benchmark of distinction for
educational institutions globally.

promoting environmental consciousness
and cultural exchange, such as AFS,
SSVM proudly holds membership in the
Council of International Schools (CIS)
and boasts a QS Diamond ranking,
solidifying its status as a globally
renowned educational institution.

Dr Manimekalai Mohan's exceptional
contributions to education have been
instrumental in her being the recipient of

unflinching pursuit of excellence. Her
initiatives have not only transformed
the lives of numerous students but also
established a benchmark of distinction
for educational institutions globally.
With her determined dedication, SSVM
Institutions continue to uphold their
mission of empowering future leaders,
cultivating an environment conducive to
the flourishing of every student. ®
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BUSTING THE MYTHS ABOUT DIABETES

Diabetes is a long-term disease in which the body cannot regulate the amount of
glucose (sugar) in the blood. Diabetes is a complicated disease. If you have diabetes,
or know anyone who has it, you may have questions about the disease. There are
many popular myths about diabetes and its management. Here are some myths and
facts you should know about diabetes.

Myth 1: Diabetes is not a serious disease.
Fact: Diabetes is a serious, chronic condition
that can lead to severe complications such as
heart disease, stroke, kidney failure, blindness,
and amputations if not properly managed. The
good news is that with proper treatment and
lifestyle adjustments, people with diabetes can
lead healthy lives.

Myth 2: No one in my family has diabetes,
so | won't get the disease.

Fact: It's true that having a parent or sibling
with diabetes increases your risk for getting
diabetes. In fact, family history is a risk factor
for both type 1 diabetes and type 2 diabetes.
However, many people with diabetes have no
close family members with diabetes. Lifestyle
choices and certain conditions can increase
your risk for type 2 diabetes. These include:

* Being overweight or obese

¢ Having prediabetes

¢ Polycystic ovary disease

* Gestational diabetes

¢ Being age 45 or older

Myth 3: Only older adults get type 2
diabetes.

Fact: While type 2 diabetes is more common
in adults over 45, it is increasingly being
diagnosed in younger people, including

children, adolescents, and young adults, due
to rising obesity rates and sedentary lifestyles.

Myth 4: People with diabetes need to eat
special diabetic foods.

Fact: No, you don't need special food. A healthy
meal plan for people with diabetes is generally
the same as healthy eating for anyone. In fact,
there are a lot of different eating plans that can
help you manage your diabetes. In general, a
healthy eating plan for diabetes will include
lots of non-starchy vegetables, limit added

.
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FOR DIABETES WILL INCLUDE
lots of non-starchy
vegetables, limit added
sugars, swap refined
grains for whole grains and
prioritize whole foods over
highly processed foods. 77

Dr PARJEET KAUR, MD (AlIMS) DM
(AlIIMS), FACE, Associate Director, Division
of Endocrinology and Diabetes, Medanta
Medicity, Gurgaon (Delhi/NCR)

\ AHEALTHY EATING PLAN

A

sugars, swap refined grains for whole grains
and prioritize whole foods over highly processed
foods. Working with your Endocrinologist and
nutritionist can help you find the right balance
for you.

Myth 5: People with diabetes shouldn’t
eat fruit

Fact: Fruit is a healthy choice and along
with vegetables, should form a large part of a
healthy balanced diet. Fruit is higher in natural
sugars than vegetables, but is still lower in
sugar than cakes, biscuits and sweets, and it
contains other nutrients and fibre.

If your blood glucose levels are high, it's
unlikely that it's the fruit in your diet that is the
problem. Look at other sources of sugar in your
diet before you cut down on fruit.

Myth 6: | can stop taking diabetes medicines

once my blood sugar is under control.
Fact: Some people with type 2 diabetes
are able to control their blood sugar without
medicine by losing weight, eating a healthy
diet, and getting regular exercise. But diabetes
is a progressive disease, and over time, even if
you are doing all you can to stay healthy, you
may need medicine to keep your blood sugar
within your target range.

Myth 7: If you have type 2 diabetes and
your doctor says you need to start using
insulin, does it mean you're failing to take
care of your diabetes properly?

Fact: Using insulin to get blood glucose levels
to a healthy level is a good thing, not a bad
one. Type 2 diabetes is a progressive disease.
When first diagnosed, many people with type
2 diabetes can keep their blood glucose at
a healthy level with a combination of meal
planning, physical activity, and taking oral
medications. But over time, the body gradually
produces less and less of its own insulin, and
eventually, oral medications may not be enough
to keep blood glucose levels in a healthy range.

Myth 8: Gestational diabetes doesn't need
to be taken seriously.

Fact: Gestational diabetes, which occurs
during pregnancy, can pose risks to both
mother and baby if not properly managed. It
increases the risk of developing type 2 diabetes
later in life for both the mother and the child.
Proper management through diet, exercise,
and sometimes medication is crucial.

Myth 9: Diabetes reversal is possible
Fact: Both Typel and Type 2 diabetes cannot
be reversed. Insulin is the only treatment for
people with type 1 diabetes and it is life saving
for them. Similarly, type 2 diabetes cannot
be reversed. However, selected people with
newly diagnosed type 2 diabetes can control
their blood sugars with strict diet exercise and
weight loss without medications. Correct term
for this is diabetes remission and not reversal
Understand these myths and facts, eat
right, exercise regularly and stay healthy!
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'SHAKTI' - FEMINISM

n a ‘Shakti Poojak’ society,
where all forms of power and
all the manifestations of energy
are identified as a female being.
Our biggest struggle today is female
emancipation, such irony. Feminism, as a
thought has been a part of the Indian sub
consciousness since time immemorial.

Research, all around the world has
reiterated the fact that females are a
stronger gender. We tend to live more,
have better immune systems and are
lesser prone to cardiovascular illnesses.
So much so, the female premature baby
has better chances of survival than a male
baby in the exact same circumstances. |
feel there is an innate connection of these
empirical observations that have come to
the fore today to the fact that strength,
dynamic energy of creation, maintenance
and destruction was referred to as ‘Shakti’,
since the Vedic era.

Sadly, The “Shakti” of "all these" girls
was systematically diminished over a
period of time. Decades of objectification,
exploitation, and subjugation are to be
blamed.

So much so today we are convinced
as a majority, of them being powerless.
For centuries together they have been
given delicate toys to play with, have
been introduced to softer games, trained
to believe they are meant for jobs that
require lesser strength. On the other
side the instinctive power of boys is
harnessed through games of power, toys
like cars and guns. The female strength
has been strategically domesticated. The
state of nature and the foundations of the
Indian culture, both don't stand with the
society’s view of subjugation of women.
It was done by very shrewd men. Scared
of being overpowered and ruled by a
superior gender.

Now the pertinent question is that how
does one, in today's time, work on eroding
the foundations of the idea that the
female sex and women as a gender are
inherently weaker or prone to subjugation?
This idea has been given multiple facile
and misogynistic justifications, which

- |

“ FEMINISM IS
SOMETHING THAT HAS A
VARIETY.OFEDEFINITIONS;
TYPES, MEANINGS, AND
INTERPRETATIONS.
The term and the
movement is already
multifaceted, and so
when we consider
Indian feminism, there
are a number of other
questions that come
into play. 77

ISHANEE SHARMA

Managing Partner,
Ishanee Sharma Law offices

collude with the dominant discourses of
science, history, politics, etc. Perhaps our
intervention should be in examining these
discourses and finding the slippages
that mainstream culture has deliberately
carried out. Looking back at history with a
feminist perspective, we find role models
in a number of women who have time
and time again defied the patriarchal
mores affecting their lives and the lives
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of the women around them. Why don't
we look back upon these strong women
and strong models of womanhood more
frequently and more widely? It might have
something to do with the double bind of
patriarchy and a colonial past. We need
to unearth these concerns as we go along
and unearth the lives of these women.

In doing this, we also need to consider
some questions about Indian feminism
itself. Feminism is something that has a
variety of definitions, types, meanings,
and interpretations. The term and the
movement is already multifaceted, and
so when we consider Indian feminism,
there are a number of other questions
that come into play. Is the relationship
between Indian feminism and western
models of feminism simply a derivative
one, or is it more dynamic than it has
been understood to be? What can we look
towards when we try to find the foundation
of Indian feminisms. &
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INNOVATING HP SELF-DRILLING

SCREWS FOR INDIA’S

INFRASTRUCTURE GOALS

Conceptualized HP, through its predecessor
in interest (Landmark Engineers) in the year
1995. In the year 1999 our customers started
associating our products with brand HP.

PANKAJ LIDOO

Managing Director

andmark Crafts Pvt., Ltd., was

established by the dynamic

and visionary brothers
from Kashmir, Mr Pankaj
Lidoo and Mr Vipin
Lidoo, Directors of
the company, who
are acknowledged
as stalwarts for initiating the transformation
from dependency to self-reliance in the exclusive
segment that they dominate. Today, Landmark
Crafts Pvt Ltd., boasts of having India’s biggest
state-of-the-art facilities in Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh and Panchkula, Haryana, where a
versatile portfolio continues to expand, add to it
the new vertical of infrastructure tools.

India was at the transitional cusp opening to
the globally market 28 years ago when the Lidoo
brothers sensed the futuristic and inevitable
thrust that would be given to infrastructure
development. While exploring the market and
the course to take for a living their keen eyes
picked the gap existing in the infrastructure
sector, products such as screws which are basic,
yet crucial to building and holding infrastructure
together. Having found their mooring, they set-
up Landmark Crafts Pvt Ltd., working diligently
beginning by importing screws from Taiwan. As
importing the product was a costly proposition
and sustaining it was not feasible, the Lidoo’s,
imported the technology and machinery for
manufacturing screws in India at a large scale

THE COMPANY GREW TO
BECOME INDIA’S FIRST AND
LARGEST ENTERPRISE IN HP
SELF-DRILLING SCREWS, that
complemented the ‘Made in

India’ concept that encourages
indigenous innovations on a
commercial scale.

at their Ghaziabad Industrial area premises, only
to soon capture the market. The company grew
to become India’s first and largest enterprise
in HP Self-Drilling Screws that complemented
the ‘Made in India’ concept that encourages
indigenous innovations on a commercial scale.
Constant up-gradation of technology and
keeping abreast with technology by adopting them
to build its value chain across with remarkable
outcomes and product quality, Landmark Crafts
Pvt Ltd., went on to manufacturing HP Self-
Drilling screws , HP Aluminium Blind Rivets and
we have another brand Screw master which
include Dry Wall Screws under this brand name

As a natural outcome of their know-how,
experience and market leadership position,
the company rated as SME-1 by CRISIL and
accredited by D&B, recently launched its tools
division, in building infrastructure to
cater to an ever expanding market demand.
By adopting a smart and constructive strategy,
the entity is focused on conceptualising, and
innovating to build an attractive portfolio, to
win new customers and capture new domestic
markets. With the Indian Railways among one of
its biggest clientele, the demand is so high that
it's a challenge to meet those of new ones or at
present mull exploring overseas markets.

Contributing to the sustainability factor,
Landmark Crafts Pvt Ltd., has taken the lead
in the industry. Today, the company bears the
stamp of 1ISO 9001:2015 accreditation, with
three “manufacturing units ‘in Panchkula and
its corporate office located in Anand Industrial
Estate, Mohan Nagar, Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh.

To stay the course ahead of the curve,
Landmark Crafts Pvt Ltd., ensures 360 degree
monitoring, investing in latest technology,
infrastructure, and manpower. The company
gives equal emphasis to up-skilling, training,
conducting workshops besides encouraging
direct interaction with their employees and wide
network of distributors for course correction if any
and to pick new ideas that not only empowers
the workforce, but also benefits the company
and maintains its relevance in the industry as
a beacon of excellence. Its 14 branch offices
in different regions of the country are nerve
centres of Landmark’s response team in sales,
marketing and services.

Having aced the technique of feeling the
pulse of the market by adopting futuristic trends,
intertwined with foundational values of ethics,
quality, innovation, affordability, customer-first
and futuristic approach, the vision of the Lidoo’s,
is aimed at ensuring that Landmark Crafts Pvt
Ltd., is known as a world-class company with
high benchmarks of sustainable practises in the
industry. The Lidoo siblings are inspiring Team
Landmark Crafts Pvt Ltd., leading by example,
to chart a dynamic journey where promises are
honoured winning on every score with distinction.

used
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he pursuit of the artsis a solitary
and harrowing business. Those
who ventureinto these fields do
notdoso forstabilityand
profitability. To become a poet, to
pursue a career in music, to devote
one’s life to badminton, to become
afilmrestorer, to choose standup
comedy asa career,isnot towin
immediate and complete public
approval. Instead, itis toface the
tyranny of anempty pagestostick
to one’s belief, to stand out and
above thousands of others, to show
up for practice day after day. It is

to be wracked by self-doubtand
societal pressure; itisto ask oneself
repeatedly ifthisisthe path thatis
meant to be.

The men and women you will
read about in the following pages
are those who have madeit against
all odds. They have chosen the
pathsless travelled and have
persevered on those. We, the public,
only see the fruits of their labour.
We are not privy to the behind-the-
scenes fears and frustrations, toil
and hardship. We see them only
when they are acclaimed on the
world’s biggest stage, resplendent
under lightsand facing a sea of
camerapersons, from the red
carpetat Cannestothevalleys of
Coachellatothe stadiums of Paris.

These individuals remind us
what it takestoactually ‘do’athing,
Theirlivesare not spent wallow-
ingin laziness and cowardice.

MINDS 2024

Theylose no time contemplating
‘whatifs’,instead they remind us

of whatis possible. Itis possible to
create verse that reads like the voice
ofthedivine, itis possible to be
decried by the establishment, but
tobuild something of beauty and
power, itis possible tostick to one’s
traditionsand heritage and tobe
celebrated forjust that, itis possible
toshine in arenas where Indians
have seldom,ifever, trod before.

To best understand what unites
these individualsand what
distinguishes them from others,
itisuseful to turn to ‘An Essay
on Criticism’ by Alexander Pope.
Writtenin 1711,bya23-year-
old Pope, the poem still echoes
contemporary literary and artistic
ideals. In his heroic couplets, Pope
urges the artist to work without
pomp or show, and to be guided
by vigour and spirit. Ina verse
destined for posterity, Pope says, “A
littlelearning is a dang’rous thing;/
Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian
spring:/ There shallow draughts
intoxicate the brain,/ And
drinking largely sobers us again.”

The men and women in the
following pages are those who
have drunk deeply and fully, they
are not dabblers and dilettantes.
They are experts and pioneerswho
have devoted their lifetoasingle
pursuit,and all we can dois bask
in their success, and celebrate
theirachievements.m
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APADIA 38

 Breaking Barriers

Tra | ned at the Film and Television Institute of India where she led a student protest and
made an award-winning documentary, A Night of Knowing Nothing, based on it, Payal Kapadia
always had the potential to become India’s first filmmaker to win the Grand Prix at the Cannes
Film Festival. And she did, winning the second-highest honour at the festival. But that was
limited to a small club that keeps track of such achievements. When she won the Grand Prix for
her first feature All We Imagine as Light, almost everyone wanted to appropriate her success. It
isto her credit that though she appreciated everyone’s joy, she has refused to play the celebrity
game, focusing on the film’s release globally. Her story of two women who are looking for love,
told in Malayalam, resonates with the world, showing how cultural barriers melt when it comes
to stories of intimacy, kindness and forgiveness. The Mumbai-based daughter of artist

Nalini Malani has become a force to reckon with, and her next film will only consolidate her
credentials as a filmmaker of integrity.
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Return of the Poet

ertte 11 originallyin Awadhiin
the 16th century by Tulsidas, Vikram Seth
believes the Hanuman Chalisa belongs to
the world—and not to a particular religion.

His exquisite translation, just published,
captures the cadence and rhythm of

India’s most beloved poem in praise of

Lord Rama’s most devoted protector. Seth
writes of the great pleasure of acquainting
orreacquainting people with a magical
andjoyful work impressedin the

memories and affections of millions,

which encapsulatesawhole culturein
fewerthan golines. And whetheritisthe
fictional Bhaskar Tandon of A Suitable Boy
towhom he cheekily dedicates the

translation or his Usha Mami, now 9o, who
lives on the floor above hisin their Noida
home, Seth saysitis the only poemin

human history that continues to live, even
after centuries, in the heartsof peopleand
getsrecited by them daily.
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ZAKIR HUSSAIN 73

The Maestro

Musician

He won three Grammy awards
this year but this is hardly the first
time Zakir Hussain has made the
world sit up and take notice of Indian
music. The tabla maestro was in
many ways responsible for the very
idea of fusion music emanating from
the country that became a genre by
itself later. This he did in the 1970s
when he became part of a group that
mixed various strands of classical
music with jazz. It was a renewed
collaboration of that time which

has led to a Grammy now. Hussain
has for decades reinvented music
along with his Western counterparts
while retaining his classical core.
Altogether he has five Grammys
and, at 73, remains the face of Indian
classical music even as he breaks
new ground.

[sI2=1] 82
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Musician

Whenate night host Jimmy Kimmel anoints you as the biggest Punjabi artist on
the planet, there isno question that you have arrived. And how? Dosanjh was
everywhere, shaking things up at the Mecca of pop, Coachella, as the first Punjabi artist
to perform there; singing his Punjabi hit ‘Lover with Ed Sheeran in Mumbai;
performing at the Dil-Luminati tourin North America; and entertaining India’s elite at

Anant Ambani and Radhika Merchant’s pre-wedding celebrations at Jamnagar. All the
while wearing his kurta/tamba, usually sported by bhangra dancers, teamed with
AirJordans. To topitall, he played a suave Customs officer opposite swooning

Kriti Sanon in Crew, channelled the late Punjabi folk singer Amar Singh Chamkila’s
spiritin Netflix’s Amar Singh Chamkila, and laughed all the way through Jatt & Juliet 3.
Not fornothingis‘G.O.A.T” one of his biggest hits.

8JULY 2024
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DEEPIKA PADUKONE 38

Actor

InaClass of Her Own

Flfom aerial dog fightsin
Fighterto the forthcoming Sing-
ham Againstreet fights,no one
quite fitsa uniform aswell as
Deepika Padukone. Add toit the
dystopian universe of Kalki
2898 ADand the actor has
clearly had abusy year. Asshe
prepares for impending mother-
hood, while also balancing film
promotionsand luxury brand
shoots, Padukoneis determined
toprove that one can haveitall,
atthe same time. The collective
box-office revenueof herlast
three films, Jawan, Pathaanand
Fighter, 152,569 crore globally.
One of the most photographed
women in India, whetheritis
exiting anairport or entering
arestaurant,everyone hasan
opinion on her, on wearing
heels when pregnant or speak-
ing her heart’s truth on Koffee
with Karan. As founder of a self-
care brand, brand ambassador
for Louis Vuitton and Cartier,
and queen of her 79 million
followers on Instagram, sheisa
beauty beyond criticism.
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KIRAN RAO il

Ladies’ Leap

It was no accident that Kiran Rao’s Laapataa Ladies outperformed

Sandeep Reddy Vanga’s Animal to become Netflix’s most watched movie. The
gentle satire which shows patriarchy a mirror made 27 crore at the box office
on a minuscule budget of ¥4 crore. But more than that, it earned much love
for its story of sisterhood and empowerment, above all. Rao’s second film in
more than 10 years, the movie establishes her as a powerful new voice in the
film industry. The grace and dignity which she has shown in her divorce from
actor Aamir Khan, showing exactly how a modern family can evolve with love
rather than toxicity, as well her open appreciation of the celebrity status be-
stowed on her, have enhanced her public appeal. Add to it a faultless taste
in sustainable fashion, mixing tradition with trendiness, and you have an
unusual independent filmmaker and a stellar free-spirited woman.

An open mind
means being
alive to the potential of
discovery, of new
perspectives, of a deeper
understanding of the
world and ourselves”

8 JULY 2024
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KAPIL SHARMA 43

Comedian

Showstopper

It,S one of the smoothest transitions in recent entertainment history. Kapil Sharma, he of politically
incorrect humour, joined hands with global cultural taste arbiter, Netflix,and gave a home to The
Great Indian Kapil Show. The Amritsar-born son of a Punjabi head constable, Sharma understands what
middle-class India wants from its entertainment: some gently offensive sexism, racism, and sizeism,
served with a side dish of celebrity chatter. Asmuch asit brings the celebrities into living rooms, it also
ensures Sharma shares in the burst of stardust. Critics can sniff at his ‘Uncleji’ humour, but stars such as
Aamir Khan and Ed Sheeran are happy to be ribbed by him on hisshow. And Netflix knows he iskey
to their strategy to expand their base in India. Good acting in Nandita Das’ critically acclaimed Zwigato
and a charming cameoin Crewhasbeen a bonus for hisfans.

IOPENE: 1 8 JULY 2024
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ANASUYA SENGUPTA 31

Actor

The Gannes Do Spirit

GETTY IMAGES

Until the un certain Regard jury
chose her as Best Actress at the Cannes
Film Festival for her role as the raw and
foul-mouthed Renuka who escapes from
a brothel in Delhi after killing a police
officer, in Konstantin Bojanov’s The
Shameless, Anasuya Sengupta was best
known in India for her production design
in independent movies or web series
such as Netflix’s Selection Day (2018)
and Ray (2021). But Sengupta, who
moved to Mumbai in 2013, has always
been a soldier for art, persevering and
collaborating with friends like fellow
actors Tanmay Dhanania. Sengupta’s
journey to the top of her game is one

of resilience. She has done it all, from
assisting directors to doing small roles
in series like Netflix’s Masaba Masaba.
“The Cannes win,” says the Jadavpur
University graduate who now lives in
Goa, “has been like a luscious gem for
me, an affirmation of my belief in hard
work, consistency, and the value of sur-
rounding myself with people whose art
and life | admire. | hope this recognition
paves the way for more opportunities
and visibility for women in Indian
cinema, inspiring future

generations to pursue their

dreams fearlessly.”

One’s destination
is never a place, but
anew way of seeing

things. This quote by
Henry Miller, one of my
all-time favourite writers,
captures the essence of what
an open mind means to

me. It’s the ability to unlearn,
re-learn, examine and

listen to others”

8 JULY 2024 www.openthemagazine.com 87 [#ix3x]
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ANANT AMBANT 29 and
RADHIKA MERCHANT 2

Corporate Heirs

Power Couple

H € loves animals and her, she loves animals
and him. They both love Vantara, a home
they have created for abandoned animals in
Jamnagar. Established over 1,700 acres, with
a total of 4,800 animals decongested from
zoos all over the world and 9,200 animals
rescued from various stages of trauma, the
two have created a state-of-the-art shelter
with 2,600 staff and 75 animal ambulances,
providing cutting-edgesurgeries tosave
animal lives. They are also the first among
three generations of the Ambanis to make

it their home. While Anant is director on the
boards of Jio Platforms Limited and Reliance
Retail Ventures Ltd, Radhika is a business
strategy consultant. Since their engagement
in 2022, they have had perhaps the longest
ever pre-wedding festivities, where global
business leaders have mingled with
Hollywood celebrities. He is from Brown
University, she is from New York University.
Both pay phenomenal attention to detail,
whether it is designing the invitation to the
pre-wedding, or the love letter gown for the
pre-wedding. As for their outreach in the
next generation of movie and business
celebrities in Mumbai, few can match

their speed dials.




SHIVENDRA SINGH DUNGARPUR 5. | Visual Obsession

Film Restorer

The FTTl-trained filmmaker and his decade-old Film Heritage Foundation
are saving much of the Indian film industry’s records. Scouring silver nitrate
scrap dealersand old family retainers, he has saved film reels and memorabilia;

restored films, most recently Shyam Benegal's Manthan,and isbuildinganew We're working
repository ina heritage Ballard Estate building in Mumbai, partly /" onseveral exciting
supported by a Tata Trusts grant. It will expand their film and non- / projects. Our most
film conservation labs, archive and open their extensive library of / recentrestoration is of
film books to researchers and the public. For Dungarpur,alsodirector ~ / Nirad Mohapatra’s lyrical
of Mumbai’s beloved MAMI Festival, film preservation is not just / Odiafilm Maya Miriga.
for the film industry but also about the preservation of national / Were also working on

Girish Kasaravalli’s
Ghatashraddha with
Martin Scorsese’s

The Film Foundation, and
will soon begin work on

heritage. “Filmis an art form, a visual document of our times and
anintegral part of our social, cultural and historical heritage.
Saving our cinemaisabout so much more than our cin-
ema—it encompasses documentaries, newsreels, short

films, experimental films,any form of the movingim- ~~ / Pradip Krishen's In Which Annie
agethatisareflection of ourselveson film,”hesays. ~ / Gives It Those Ones”
OPENE: 11 8JULY 2024
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CHIDAMBARAM 34

Art of Survival

M da I aya I aMm filmmaker
Chidambaram’s Manjummel Boys

has become the first film in the
Malayalam film industry to earn more
than %200 crore, and is the highest
grossing Malayalam film ever.
Chidambaram’s success is not
because of astronomical budgets

or superstar names; instead, it is
because he has created a blockbuster
which is as big on heart as it is on
thrills, where the power of the pack
surmounts immense challenges. In his
survival thriller he uses the resilience
of friends to overcome the forces of
nature. The film comes to life because
of Chidambaram’s technical expertise
where he used multiple rigs and
camerasand slidersto recreate the
depths and darkness of the 40-feet
caves. With Manjummel Boys,
Chidambaram proves that the
greatest love stories don't always
need to be romantic; instead, they
can be about brotherhood, where
ordinary people can pull off
extraordinary feats.

I think

Manjummel Boys

worked across

languages and has

become the highest

grosser in Malayalam
because the theme is survival
and humanity, and that
crosses borders and does not
have alanguage barrier. There
will be abunch of boys like
this in every part of the world,
soitis easy for the audience
to connect to that”

8 JULY 2024 www.openthemagazine i | OPEN!
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e cioreh 5 | Champion’s Way

Athlete

GETTY IMAGES

Last octoberatthe Asian
Games, there was the sight

of Neeraj Chopra cheering

on hisfellowjavelin thrower
from the Indian team, Kishore
Kumar Jena, even though they
were directly in competition
forthe gold.Jena seemed tobe
in thezone and leading with

a personal best until Chopra
did what championsdo—rise
tothe occasion. Hisfourth
attempt got him just past Jena
towin the gold. In August, he
had won the World Athletics
Championships gold. And
this was coming on top of
Chopra attaining national
renown after his Olympic
gold in Tokyo some years
earlier. Chopraisnotanicon
forall Indiansforjust his
victories but the hard work he
putsintoget them. And
celebrity status has not made
adenton him. His
achievements have only
piled up much fastersince the
Olympicgold. He has made
trackand field events
aspirational for young
Indians, giving them hope
that true effort pays off.

(OPENK: ¥
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SATWIKSAIRAJ RANKIREDDY 23
it CHIRAG SHETTY 26

Eye on Dlympics

WO MEeN have outshone men

in the universe of Indian badminton

but the men’s doubles became an
exception when Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty burst on the scene

in 2018 at the Commonwealth Games.
Then in 2022 they were part of the
Indian contingent that won its unprec-
edented Thomas Cup and a gold at the
Asian Games. The wins kept piling up.
They rapidly moved up the scale in
ranking and twice became No 1. This
year, that happened after they won the
Thailand Open. Before that they had
won the French Open. They are
currently ranked third but have the
confidence and experience to once
again get to pole position. But their
main sight will be on the Paris Olympics
where India will rely on them toget a
medal. Despite being markedly different
personalitiescanddin styleofplay, they
complement each other to be a
winning combination.
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MEETHARORA « | Style Statement

Fashion Designer

She isthe thinkin g womars favourite fashion designer,
with fan girls like filmmaker Kiran Rao, photographer
Dayanita Singh, as well as writer Arundhati Roy. When

actor Kani Kusruti wanted to shine on the Cannesred carpet,
she wore a jacket from Aneeth Arora’slabel Péro. Trained at
the National Institute of Fashion Technology, Mumbai, and
the National Institute of Design, Ahmedabad, Arora’s clothes
have little whimsies which unravel with the wearing, from
little pompoms to tiny daisies to playful buttons. The little girl
quirks clearly appeal to big girls with her dresses and jackets
selling themselves. Adding to her philosophy of keeping
embroidery alive is the practice of recycling and upcycling,
which both plays on tradition and upgradesit. Now 15 years
old, Péro has 200 employeesin Delhi, indirectly employs 1,000
weavers across India,and isavailable in over 350 stores world-
wide. Then there are the hand workers who do crochet,
macram¢, and knitting. Evenas her colleagues are being
snapped up by big conglomerates, the Udaipur-born designer
chooses to remain fiercely independent, hates to be photo-
graphed, rarely gives interviews and totally focuses on making
women of a certain age and mileage look effortlessly chic. Péro
(wearin Rajasthani) signifies asmuch style as substance.

Photograph by ASHISH SHARMA

MYNA MUKHERJEE 4§

T Metivedrt

GETTY IMAGES
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The measure of a curator is not how they understand the
present but how they envision the future. As the founder/direc-
tor of Engendered, a New York/New Delhi based “transnation-
al arts and human rights organisation” with a focus on gender
and marginalised communities of South Asia, Myna Mukherjee
has many ‘firsts’ to her name. She identified the importance of
queering art and bridging the gap between art and technol-
ogy before most of her contemporaries. As the director of |
View World Film Festival she has brought to Delhi new ways

of seeing human rights cinema through the lens of gender and
contemporary culture. In the recent past, her shows have
brought together art and technology and have featured

some of the most cutting-edge, digital artists. She has
dismantled boundaries between ‘low’ and ‘high’ art,

and between ‘art’ and ‘craft’, and by doing so has

made audiences see anew.

8JULY 2024

/ My work has resonated
and built bridges

and queered the art space

because my personal has

been political. My own personal
history resists the kind of easy
classifications that have come to
dominate the way queer lives are
viewed as outliers in society and with
limited agency. As a curator my interest
isin artists who understand and rewrite
history, who think about themselves
within the narrative of the larger world
of art but who have created new places
for us to see and understand”
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MADHUMITA MURGIA 36

Humanising Al

I N February 2023, Financial Times appointed Madhumita Murgia as its first
artificial intelligence (Al) editor. It was an apt pioneering role for Murgia who
grew up in Mumbai, and was later trained as a biologist and immunologist. In
her journalism and her book Code Dependent, shortlisted for the 2024
Women's Prize for Non-Fiction, she uses herinterest in science and her knack
for communication to speak of the human story of technology and Al. She
stands out from so many pundits in this crowded field because she brings
nuance to the discussion, and shows that there is no black-and-white to Al.
She acknowledges the good it can do—in medicine it can be transformative
indiagnosis, in education it can provide tailormade lessons for students—but
also cautions against its misuse when it comes to technologies like facial rec-
ognition. Her stories are meaningful because they always focus on the human,
and through it she reminds us that the impact of Al can be both powerful and
exploitative, it can be liberating but it can also threaten our agency.

GETTY IMAGES

Al cuts across every aspect of our daily Yl
lives—from personal relationships and (B TPRAG ';
entertainment to our health, our work,

our children’s education, and our finances. - “w» - e N A
In coming years, it will embed itself ever e fd ﬁfﬁﬁ- 7 i gt g
more widely. Reporting and writing P LT, ¢ -
about the impacts of Al are crucial for our . A :
understanding of a fast-changing world, so IR e S
everyone can grapple confidently with this 3 .
tectonic societal shift” -.y_ﬂ" ,
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In April, when Gukesh won the FIDE Candidates Tournament in Toronto by holding American
grandmaster Hikaru Nakamura to a draw in the 14th round, he captured the hearts of millions of
Indians who have been tracking his phenomenal rise through the rankings after his performance at
the 44th Chess Olympiad held in Chennaiin 2022. Asthe youngest-ever World Championship
challenger—and only the second Indian to win the Candidates title after Viswanathan Anand, his
mentor and role model, all eyes are on him as he prepares to take on reigning world champion
DingLiren later this year. If he does dethrone the 31-year-old Liren, he will have beaten Russian legend
Garry Kasparov’s record of being the youngest world champion at 22. While Gukesh professedly does
not care about being the first or the youngest, he hasalways aimed at the throne. Nothing more, noth-
ing less. Better time management and a more expansive opening repertoire may well hold the key.
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Equestrienne

Riding High
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The veteran dressage rider recently created history by becoming the first
Indian to win a three-star Grand Prix dressage—in Lipica, Slovenia, where
Shruti Vora, riding her horse Magnanimous, scored 67.761 points,ahead of
Moldova’s Tatiana Antonenco on Aachen, who finished with 66.522 points,
and Austria’s Juliane Jerich on Quarter Girl, who scored 66.087.To top that,

- the Indian rider has also won her second Minimum Eligibility Requirement
(MER)score at the Brno Grand Prix in Czech Republic, which brings her closer
to qualifying for the Paris Olympics. Vora isin great form, securing a top-three

- finishin five of the seven events she has participated in this year. An inspiration
to generations of equestriennes, Vora is the very symbol of gritand dedication as
she hopesto represent India at the Paris Olympics.

ANK ART 47

Music Composer

: ' - % Singing Stories
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WL S S If , . . . . 3 5 o
3Lt A S g e you’ve heard Indian music that is emotional, unconventional and addictive recently,
P S R ST chances are that it has Ankur Tewari’s fingerprints over it. The musician who has been
e Rt oo . gerp
el e T on the fringes of the Mumbai entertainment industry since 2004 has finally found takers
S e oAt - D for his brand of imaginative music. After his breakthrough album for the 2019 hit Gully
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Yo RS e Boy, Tewari is everywhere. He is curator of a refreshing second season of Coke Studio

Bharat, exploring sounds from within and across the country, having done some-
thing similar in the first season. He is the music supervisor of movies, such as
Prime Video’s Gehraiyaan, Netflix’'s Kho Gaye Hum Kahan and The Archies. He

is one-third of the trio that has launched Tiger Baby Records, whose music

is as cutting-edge as Tiger Baby Films, co-founded by Zoya Akhtar and

Reema Kagti. And he’s the man behind the album Akela, his first in 10

years. His ambition has always been to tell stories through his music.

As he says: “There is a looming threat of trying to validate one’s

An open
mind is

PR e S Y work with numbers, but despite that, the indie music scene is curious. An
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RANVEER ALLARBADIA 20 | Intimate Interviewer

Podcaster

Popularly

known as BeerBiceps,
Ranveer Allahbadia started
asa fitness YouTuberand
then got on the podcasting
wagonin 2019. The scale of
hisevolution was evident
when he took an award
from the prime minister
atthe National Creators
Award for being Disruptor
of the Year. Allahbadiaisfar
from doing showsjuston
health now. Hispodcastisa
space where a grand med-
ley of personalities from

all streams gathers. They
include Bollywood celebri-
ties, policemen, scientists,
historians, writers, sports-
men, spiritual gurusand,
also, political leaders. His
isaplatform where even
ministers go in order to
connect witha young
audience. Allahbadia does
not profess domain knowl-
edge and, instead, claimsto
bring curiosity to the table,
perhapsareason why his
vastaudience of millions
findshim engaging. He is
alsoa prime example of
how influencers are taking
over space once dominated
by traditional media.
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SMRITTMANDHANA 77

Pitch Perfect

Th € Indian vice captain is setting new standards in women's cricket.
On June 24, Smriti Mandhana, in her best form, scored 90 off 83 balls
against South Africa in the final match of the ODI series—after scoring
117 off 127 balls, and 136 off 120 balls in the previous two matches. Put
together, it’'s the most a woman cricketer has ever scored in a three-
match bilateral ODI series—a brilliant new record. Scoring two
consecutive centuries, and a near-hattrick, in a week, Mandhana has
proved she is on a roll this year after leading Royal Challengers
Bangalore (RCB) to their first Women’s Premier League (WPL) victory
in March. With her calm and inspiring leadership standing out as
much as her skills at the crease, the shy skipper may no longer be able
to keep a low profile.
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SABYASACH MUKHERJEE | Curating the Past

Museologist

Last year, when the American Academy of the Artsand
Sciencesinducted Sabyasachi Mukherjee asan honorary
member, they mentioned that the director general of the
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Vastu Sangrahalaya (CSMVS)

had turned Mumbai’siconic museum into a more welcom- The Profilers: (LR)
ing place. Under him, outreach has made heritage relat- Nandini Nair, Ullekh NP, V Shoba,
able. There have also been visiting exhibits that brought Madhavankutty Pillai and

. C e K B i
great artefacts of the world to the city and its citizens. For averee Bamzal

instance, an ongoing exhibition from last December till
October this year has on offer sculptures from Greece,
Egypt, Assyria, Rome, and India. CSMVS gets over a million
visitorsannually and Mukherjee hasbeen atits helm since
2007. It became a UNESCO World Heritage site. He hasalso,
through collaborations with other cultural institutions,
turned itintoaliving animated cultural space and the
museum proudly callsitself people-facing. Heisan educa-
tor frequently lecturing and also on numerous heritage
committees where hisinputsinfluence policies.
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" on Fitness

Milind Soman, with his wife and
mother, provides the key to staying young.
They talk to

HAT DO A department store in Tanzania, a boulevard in

Switzerland, an olive orchard in Tbilisiand a pavement in

Mumbai have in common? The unlikely answer is that they

have all been venues for 58-year-old Milind Soman’s PushUps-
ForSelfie movement. Men, women, even children, get down on the ground and
showofftheir upperbody strength (orlack thereof) toMilind;whohas ver the
yearsmade his own fitnessarequirement, and the fitness of others a mission. One
need only browse hissocial media to see how health for him isnota matter of
gyms, supplements or sundry other exertions and deprivations, ratheritis about
an active lifestyle and a simple diet, which includes a staggering amount of fruits
(an entire watermelon and one whole papaya at breakfast are the norm).

Joining him in this noble mission are his mother, Usha Soman, and wife,
Ankita Konwar. If one were to Google Usha, the first images that pop up of the
octogenarian are of herjoggingin a sari, cycling on a beach and holding the
plank position. Like her husband, Ankita’s social media is also awash with
images of her running, trekking, diving and doing yoga. Given the wholesome# -
pursuits of the family, the threesome is now out with a book, Keep Moving: "
Lessons on Staying Young in Mind and Body from India’s Fittest Family (with
Roopa Pai; Juggernaut; 207 pages;¥399). With theiradherence to consistency, dis- -,
cipline, uneluttered thinking, healthy eating and constant movement they’ve
ticked many impressive boxes. Milind and Ankita have run marathonsacross the
globe, Milind completed the Ultraman Florida Challenge in 2017, together they

8 JULY 2024 www.openthemagazine.com 105 [$[z3Y

TN

More Newspaper and Magazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t. mne/Magazines_8890050582 (@Magazines_8890050582)



| PrOFILE |

founded Pinkathon to inspire women
towalk/run,and Ushaat the age of 81
completed the 52km Sandakphu-Phalut
winter trek.

Keep Movingcould easily have de-
scended into a ponderous self-help book
abouthow to achieve peak fitness. But to
itscredit, itreads more like aletter from
anallyinstead of an instruction manual
fromaguru. Ithasalightness, which
ensures thatitcanbereadinacouple
ofhours. (Itis, however, at times, guilty
of asurfeit of exclamation marks.) The
Somans donot make fitnessa destina-
tion, instead they make it commonplace.
Fitness should be as fundamental to
one’s daily schedule as eating and drink-
ing. The bookisaimed at differentage
demographics, and it helps that Milind’s
motheris 26 yearsolder than him and
hiswifeis 26 years younger. Each of them
hasincorporated fitnessinto their lives
inadifferent yetan organic
way. As Pai writes in the
Introduction;“the trick:?
“iffthereissuch athing,isto
keep moving—movingon
from pastregret, moving
forward towards the next
adventure, moving old ideas
along toaccommodate new
ones, moving your goal-
posts, moving your limbs.”
Through the biographies
ofthe Somanswelearn the
importance of—“Fightlazy,
keep moving!”

Milind’sengagement with sport far
predates hisforaysintoentertainment,
he started swimming at six,and wasana-
tional swimmerin the 1980s. Ashe says
in Keep Moving, “Four years as national
swimming champion had broughtme
very little recognition oradulation from
the general public. But one ad, featured on
agiantbillboard outside the old Cadbury
House on Bombay’s Pedder Road [in 1989)
changedall that.” His leonine features,
lustrous hair,and sculpted physique
would have ensured his posterity. But
hestill stood out from the model crowd,
whetherit washisbare-chested veshti-
cladappearance in Alisha Chinai’s ‘Made

inIndia’ or his Tuff shoesad with histhen
girlfriend Madhu Sapre where both were
dressed in nothingbut a pair of shoesand a
python, or hisdebut in Mouthful of Sky, the
firstserial in English to be producedin
India. With Keep MovingMilind cashes
inontheappeal hehasbuiltoverthe
decadesand proves howlooking good
and beinghealthyare twosidesof the
same coin.

WhenIspeak tothe Somansona
Zoom call,each ofthem signsinona
separate device. Usha’s cameraisnot
working,solam unable to see her, while
Milind and Ankita are perfectly camera
ready. During the interview, Ushais
the most reticent, while Milind crafts
paragraph after paragraph of quotable
quotes. Milind often encourages her to
speak, but “Aai” (‘mother’ in Marathi)
usually laughs and leaves the answer-
ingto the other two. Milind says that

“If you do not challenge yourself every day,
consciously create small challenges for
yourself, your body begins to get weaker and
weaker. That is not something that’s
instinctive. Instinctive is to eat things that
the body craves, which is what the big 1"()0(,1’

industries depend on—salt, fat and sugar

MILIND SOMAN

the book aimsto chronicle how three of
them from different age groups (30s, 50s
and 8os) have arrived at the same objec-
tive “which isbeing fitand being healthy
and beingable to enjoy life to the fullest.”
They chose to make the book illustrative
rather than didactic. He explains, “People
just follow us by example saying, ‘If they
candoit, then we can doit.” We have
accomplished whatever we have only
through introspection. Itis only through
personal experience and through
personal learning that we have evolved
our own systems of beinghealthy and
fit,and thatisthe most sustainable way
tobe healthy and fitand that’s what we

want people toknow.”

Keep Movingisa decent yarn initself
asitalsodetails the various upsand
downs of its characters. While Pai
has previously chronicled the
making of Milind in his biography Made
inIndia(2020), here too we glimpse his
party days and encounters with his old
“favourites”™—marijuana and coke.
Addled by intoxicants, he once missed
amajor fashion show. Repentant—he
abandoned alcohol and drugs overnight.
‘We learn of Ankita’s traumas, the death
ofloved ones, and the clouds of depres-
sion and despair that followed. We read
of Usha the child realising that she has
astepmother overnight,and herown
struggles raising four young children
abroad.Iask themif it was easy to speak
about such trying times. Ankita, who
grew up ina “small, remote town of
North Lakhimpur, some 400 kilometres
northeast of Guwahati,” says
thatshe always wanted to be
awriterandsowas unsure
initially about trusting her
story to someone else’s pen.
But then Pai’s questions won
heroverand she came to
believe in the process. Milind
addstothis, “It wasnotan
easy book. Itisnotan easy
book. It'sneitheraself-help
book which tellsyou what to
do, stepwise, which is what
normally happens. Neither
isitaherostory, where
something really bad hashappened
tosomebody and they’ve overcome it
and they have succeeded. This book is
not like that. It’'sa book of evolution.”
Flicking his mane from hisforehead, he
adds, “Butitisalsoinspirational because
we’ve done things that people think are
extraordinary, butin an ordinary way
because we’ve taken it very gradually.”

While the Somans clearly sharea
love for fitness and the outdoors, Keep
Movingalsoreveals theirneed for
solitude and their common love for
nature. Asachild, Glasgow-born Milind
was at firstamisfitin hisalmostall-
white kindergarten in Hertfordshire. He
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Milind Soman and Ankita Konwar at the recent Mumbai marathon

thenreturned to Bombay asa child with
aforeign accent and was soon picked
upon. The library and swimming pool
became his refuge away from bullies.
Andin essence away from human
conversations and interactions. Ankita
grew up in boarding schools, her one
constant being her summer vacations at
hermaternal grandfather’s village. Here
she climbed trees, rode her bicycle, killed
herfirstchicken atage 10,andlearned all
about the flora and fauna. Even today the
three of them cherish time on their own
and their connection to the earth. Milind
says, “Being comfortable with solitude
islike a superpower. People think that
it'snota good thing to be alone—you
mightbelonely, butIthinkit’sagreat
thing.” Herecalls how swimming was
the perfect escape forashychildasital-
lowed him to hear nothing, see nothing,
other than the water in front of himand
hisown movementinit. He feels he has

stuck with sport unlike so many of his
contemporaries who dropped outand
“became fat” because he has continued
tonurture thissolitude. After her sylvan
childhood, Ankita became an air hostess
and was quickly thrown intoa very
“crowded world”. Over the years, she
hasused running and yoga to centre
herself. Today she is happy to carve out
time on her own, and asserts, “Time with
myselfislike a party, Iloveit.” When
Milind and Ankita first met a decade
ago, Ankita wasjust 22. Their common
appreciation for nature (even their
proclivity to be barefoot) was an instant
connection. Having spent much of her
childhood on a farm in the Northeast,
she says, “I was so drawn to Milind
because he was so one with the earth. He
understood it. He didn’t feel like he was
from the city,orhe had tolearn about it.
Heknew thathe’sapartofit. Andit’sa
partofhim.” Usha also takes an interest

in the outdoors, and goes for tree walks
in Shivaji Park, which isnear herhome
of so-plus years.

Having completed marathonsall
over the world, it would be safe to say
that Milind and Ankita are at peak
fitness. But their extraordinary feats
are achieved by rather ordinary daily
schedules. Milind’s main daily fitness
routine involvesashortrunand
multiple sets of push-ups. He states
in the book, “On most days, itisjust
pull-ups and the push-ups, a total daily
workout of 3 to 7 minutes max!” Given
how simple they make fitness sound, I
ask them why more of us do not make
ita priority in ourlives. Milind has
anapt theory; “As technology started
getting more and more sophisticated, it
became easier and easierand more and
more comfortable for us to survive. But
comfort and ease are not necessarily
what we need. What we need, what we
evolved for, even mentally and physi-
callyistochallengethe htiman body.
Without challenge, we disintegrate. If
youdonot challenge yourself every day,
consciously create small challenges for
yourself, your body begins to get weaker
and weaker. Your mind begins to get
weaker and weaker, but we don’t know
that.Itisnot something we’re taught.
Thatisnot something that’s instinctive
toknow. Instinctiveis to eat things that
the body craves, which is what the big
food industries depend on—salt, fatand
sugar.” Keep Movingthus hasarather
simplelesson—take the stairs,not the
escalator, walk to the neighbourhood
shop, don’t drive, spurn packaged food,
and just don’t be stationary. While being
activeif yousucceed atcompletinga
marathon—all power to you.

Ifinally ask the Somansif the title
“India’s Fittest Family” isa heavy burden
tobear. Milind is quick to say that he
believesin carrying no burdens. Usha
laysall doubts torest, when she replies,

mEgEE You're notdoing thingsto
VIR inspire people. People get
&' Lo+ inspired by what youare
f ' doing,sothatcan’tbea
burdentoyou.”m
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| INDIAN ACCENTS | Bibek Debroy |

After the Avatar

A passage from a day in the life of Brahma

HILE LISTS OF
Vishnu’s avataras
vary, in the

standard list of 10 avataras,
the firstincarnation is
Matsya or Meena, the fish.
The present manvantara

is Vaivasvata manvantara,
presided over by Vaivasvata
Manu. There was a great
deluge and in the form

of a fish, Vishnu saved
Vaivasvata Manu, living beings and the Earth from the
flood. That’s the story of Matsya avatara. In the process,
Matsya avataranarrated Matsya Purana, one of the
Mahapuranas, to Vaivasvata Manu. In most texts of Matsya
Purana, whatIam about to quote will be in Chapter 53.
Kalpais one'of Brahma's'days!

Matsya said, “Initially, Brahma remembered the Puranas,
the firstamong all the sacred texts. Subsequently, the Vedas
emerged through his mouths. In that kalpa, there was only
one Purana. It was one hundred crore shiokaslong. When
the worlds were scorched, in the form of a horse, I gathered
together the extensive Vedangas, the four Vedas, Purana,
nyaya, mimasa and dharmashastra. At the beginning of the
kalpa, everything was in the form of an ocean. Inside the
water, in the form of Matsya, I recited everything. Hearing
this, the one with the four faces (Brahma) recounted it to the
sages and the devas. In this way, the Purana and all the sacred
texts became prevalent. When I see that the Purana has been
devoured by time, from one yugato another yuga, I gatherit
together in the form of Vyasa. In every dvapara yuga, 1 always
doitin the form of four hundred thousand shlokas. In this
way, they manifest themselves in the world in the form of 18
divisions. Thus, it is now said that there are 18 Puranas. I will
describe their names.”

“Brahma Purana is said to have thirteen thousand
shlokas. In purnima in the month of Vaishakha, if a person
writes it down and donates it, along with jaladhenu, he
obtains greatness in Brahma’s world. [Two pots are filled
with water (jala) and other precious objects. One of these
potsis thought of as a cow (dhenu) and the other as the
calf. After the rituals, these two pots are donated to a
Brahmana.] When the world was immersed in water, a
golden lotus appeared. The learned speak of the text which
describes that account as Padma Purana. [Implicitly, this

is an account of the kalpa known as Padma kalpa.| Padma
Purana is said to have fifty-five thousand shlokas.

In the month of Jyeshtha, if one donates this Purana, along
with a golden lotus and sesamum, the fruits obtained are
those of a horse sacrifice. The account of Varaha kalpa was
stated by Parashara. The text that states everything about
dharma is spoken of by the learned as Vishnu Purana. Pure
in atman, if a person donates it in pournamasi of Ashadha,
along with a ghritadhenu, he proceeds to a destination

with Varuna. [As earlier, except that the pots are now filled
with ghrita/ghee.] The learned speak of its length as twenty-
three thousand shlokas.

In this world, in connection with Shveta kalpa, Vayu
spoke about dharma. Full of greatness about Rudra, that is
known as Vayaviya Purana (Vayu Purana). This Purana is
said to have twenty-four thousand shlokas. Pure in atman,
on purnimain the month of Shravana, if a man donates
this'to a Brahmana withbafamily; alongswithvabull and
gudadhenu, he resides in Shiva’s world for one kalpa. [As
earlier, except that the pots are now filled with molasses.]

There is a text that is based on the gayatri mantra and
describes dharma and the slaying of Vritrasura extensively.
This is spoken of as Bhagavata Purana. It also speaks of
the excellent men who existed in the middle of Sarasvata
kalpa. The account of that creation is spoken of in this
world as Bhagavata Purana. In pournamasiin the month of
Proshthapada (Bhadrapada), if a person writes it down and
donatesit, along with a lion made of gold, he goes to the
supreme destination. This Purana is said to have eighteen
thousand shlokas.

In connection with Brihat kalpa, Narada spoke about
dharma. That text, with twenty-five thousand shlokas, is
spoken of as Naradiya Purana. On panchadasiin the month
of Ashvina, if a person donates it, along with a cow, he
obtains supreme siddhi and it is extremely rare for him to
return again.

In response to a question by a sage, birds reflected
on dharma and adharma and explained the dharma and
conduct of sages. Markandeya spoke about all this in
detail. This text, with nine thousand shlokas, is known
as Markandeya Purana. If a person writes this down and
donates it in the month of Kartika, along with an elephant
made of gold, he obtains the fruits of a Pundarika sacrifice.

The account of Ishana kalpa was spoken to Agni by
Vasishtha. This is known as Agni Purana. It has sixteen
thousand shlokas. Following the norms, in the month of
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Margashirsha, if a man writes this down and donates it, along

with a golden lotus and a tiladhenu, he obtains the fruits of

all sacrifices and obtains greatness in the world of heaven.

[A tiladhenuis a cow (dhenu) made out of sesamum (tila), of

prescribed weight and dimensions, donated to a Brahmana.|
In connection with Aghora kalpa, the one with the four

faces told Manu about Aditya’s greatness, the preservation

of the universe and the characteristics of the aggregate

of beings. This text has fourteen

thousand and five hundred shlokas

and is generally about the conduct

of the future. This is known as

Bhavishya Purana. On pournamasi

in the month of Pousha, without

any malice, if a person donates

this, along with a pot full of

molasses, he obtains the fruits of

an agnishtoma sacrifice. 2 Z
In connection with the !
accounts of Rathantara kalpa, 1“

Savarni Manu told Narada about
Krishna’s supreme greatness.

There are repeated descriptions I
in this of Brahmavaraha (Varaha

avatara). This has eighteen ' FEFEZ
thousand shlokas andisknown ! joift i
as Brahmavaivarta Purana. On \‘: z:':

pournamasiin the month of
Magha, on an auspicious day, ifa
person donates Brahmavaivarta
Purana, he obtains greatness in
Brahma’s world.

In the world of the mortals, it is said to have eighty-one
thousand and one hundred shlokas. When Ravi reaches
Meena (Pisces), if a person writes it down and donates it,
along with a golden trident, he goes to a destination with
Shiva. In auspicious Kurma kalpa, the one with the four
faces spoke about Trivikrama’s greatness and the three
objectives. This has ten thousand shlokas and is described
as Vamana Purana. If a person donates this in the autumn
vishuva Sankranti, he proceeds to
adestination with Vishnu. In the
form of Kurma, Janardana spoke
about the greatness of dharma,
artha, kama and moksha.
. In connection with
» < Indradyumna’s story and
Lakshmi kalpa, in Shakra’s
presence, he told the rishis
about this, in Rasatala. This has
eighteen thousand shlokas and
is Kurma Purana. At the time
X of the transition of an ayana, if
aman donates it,along with a
golden tortoise, he obtains the
fruits of donating one thousand
cows. For the propagation of the
shrutitexts; atthe¢ beginning of
the kalpa, in the form of Matsya,
Janardana described Narasimha
to Manu. This also describes the
seven kalpas. This has fourteen
thousand shlokas and is known
as Matsya Purana. At the time

Illustration by SAURABH SINGH

In Agneya kalpa, in the midst of
a lingammade of fire, the divinity
Maheshvara spoke about the
meaning of dharma, artha, kama
and moksha. At the end of the
kalpa, Brahma himself recited this
Linga Purana, which has eleven
thousand shlokas. If a person

‘INSIDE THE WATER, IN THE FORM

OF MATSYA,IRECITED EVERYTHING.

HEARINGTHIS, THEONE WITH THE
FOURFACES (BRAHMA) RECOUNTED
ITTOTHESAGES AND
THEDEVAS.IN THIS WAY, THE

PURANAAND ALLTHE SACRED TEXTS

BECAMEPREVALENT’

of vishuva sankranti, if a person
donates this, along with a golden
fish and a cow, it is as if he has
donated the entire Earth.

In Garuda kalpa, Krishna
spoke about the emergence of
Garuda from the cosmic egg. This
is known as Garuda Purana and

donates this in Phalguna, along

has eighteen thousand shlokas.

with a tiladhenu, he proceeds to an
identity with Shiva.

In connection with Manava kalpa, Vishnu again told
the Earth about the greatness of the great Varaha. This
is known as Varaha Purana and it is said to have twenty-
four thousand shlokas. On pournamasiin the month of
Madhu (Chaitra), if a person donates this to a Brahmana
with a family, along with a golden Garuda and a tiladhenu,
through Varaha’s favours, he reaches Vishnu’s world.

In connection with the accounts of Tatpurusha kalpa,
the one with the six faces (Kartikeya) spoke about the
dharma of worshipping Maheshvara, whose form and
conduct are extensive. This is known as Skanda Purana.

In this world, if a man donates

this, along with a golden swan,
he obtains the best of siddhi and a status in Shiva’s world.
Brahma again spoke about the greatness of brahmanda.
This is Brahmanda Purana, with twelve thousand and
two hundred shlokas. In this, one hears about a detailed
description of the future kalpas. Recited by Brahma, thisis
said to be Brahmanda Purana. At the time of vyatipata, if
aman donates this, along with a yellow woolen garment
and a golden cow, he obtains the fruits of one thousand
royal sacrifices and Brahma’s world is bestowed on him.”

Asper Matsya Purana, thisis the list. Notice that Shiva

Purana is missing from the list.m
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| THERACHEL PAPERS | Rachel Dwyer |

Scenes by the Seine

When Hindi cinema spends an evening in Paris

HE OLYMPICS ARE
P amajor event for those

who are interested but
for the rest of us, it means
outrageously inflated hotel
prices, road closures and
extrasecurityinaplace
with an already strong
police presence compared
to the seemingly extinct
British Bobby.

While both were called
unexpectedly soon, the British election looks boring and
predictable, a landslide seeming likely as Labour captures
the centre ground, while the French one is much tenser as
there has been a surge in rightwing populism, asin much
of the rest of Europe, while also a strong leftist party and a
weak liberal centrer

I'm always thrilled to visit Paris, the train from London
being quicker than the Mumbai-Pune journey. It was a joy
to see the wonderful exhibition of Brancusi’s beautiful
sculpture at the Centre Georges Pompidou. Works have
been moved from his studio in the Piazza opposite the
Centre and shown alongside many loans to make this an
important event.

The elegant modernist works bring together Brancusi’s
Romanian heritage with many traditions, ranging from
European antiquity, African influences, to his work
with Rodin. The works embody a new modernity, pure,
simple, and smooth. The most striking room was the
‘Bird in Space’, pieces that were made from 1923 onwards,
following his work on the Maiastras, birds from Romanian
fairy tales. The birds seemed to fly over Paris, as the sixth-
floor gallery benefited from panoramic views of the city
with icons such as the Basilica of Sacré-Coeur close enough
to touch, it seemed.

In this room was Yeshwant Rao Holkar II, Maharaja of
Indore, who acquired a ‘Bird in Space’ in bronze in 1931.

In 1936, he planned a ‘Temple of Meditation’ in Indore.
Brancusi spent January 1938 in India, mostly visiting
temples, but later in the year, the Maharaja abandoned the
plan. This reception of modern art was very different from
that of the US Customs Office which took Brancusi to court
in 1927-1928, claiming that one of his bronze birds wasn't a
work of art but rather an industrial piece of metal.

While the railway stations of Paris may be seen as

temples of modernity, the former Gare d’Orsay, built in
1900 and obsolete as a station in 1939 (although featuring
in Orson Welles’ 1962 film of Kafka’s The Trial) was to be
demolished but was saved to be refurbished as a museum.
The building itself is breathtaking while hosting a
world-class collection of art. I was lucky to catch ‘Paris
1874: Inventing impressionism, celebrating the 150th
anniversary of the firstimpressionist exhibition that was
the beginning of a modern movement.

Yet, Paris isn’t just about modernity. Its history can be
seen through its many beautifully maintained historic
buildings, from the Roman amphitheatre (Arenes de
Lutece), the exquisite Sainte-Chapelle, completed in 1248,
or the Classical St-Sulpice. It was heartening to see the
ongoing restoration of the Cathedral of Notre Dame, the
heart of Paris and, indeed, of France.

The cohabitation of the modern and the historic and
the'prideinccultureisseervinFrenchfosd“the'traditional
along the modern. Although famous for the grand Michelin
tradition, itis everyday food which shows French eating
culture. Cheap cuts of food are still found—pig’s trotters
and the andouillette (please never eat one in the same room
as me)—and the bourgeois traditions. Charles de Gaulle
said, “How can you govern a country with 246 varieties of
cheese?” The way of knowing how to eat, the balanced meal,
the several courses, the lingering over coffee, just as eating
traditional food in India rather than plastic junk. There
isincomprehension among many for food intolerances
which are seen as disordered eating, and some hostility to
dietary restrictions though now there are often vegetarian
options. (I used to be strictly vegetarian and in one Parisian
restaurant the chef came out to gawp at me, asking what I
wanted to eat—biscuits or cake?)

The main Indian area of Parisis the roth
arrondissement, south of the Gare du Nord, from where
the Eurostar links Paris to London in just over two hours.
It seemed mostly Bengali-speaking and has famous areas
such as the Passage Brady, a 19th-century arcade known as
Little India for its South Asian restaurants.

How do Indiansrelate to Paris? I think it’s difficult as
many see the various parts of the “West’ as variants of
the US rather than very different countries with their
own languages and accents. When I first went to Paris in
the 1970s, T had to struggle to speak French as
no one would use English but now the minute anyone
hears us speaking English or my English accent in French,

(OPENR 1]
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Sharmila Tagore
and Shammi Kapoor
in An Evening in Paris

PARIS’ ATTRACTIONS ARE MANIFESTED IN THE MANY HINDI FILMS SHOT
THERE. AN EVENING IN PARIS (1967) STARS SHAMMI KAPOOR. SHYAM
(SHAMMI) ASSAM AND SUZY (SHARMILA) PASS AS LOCALS

they switch to English.

Paris’ great attractions are manifested in the many
Hindi films which have been shot there. In Sangam
(1964), Sundar (Raj Kapoor) and Radha (Vyjayanthimala)
honeymoon in Paris, where he wants to go out to explore
the pleasures on his own but she retorts by outvamping
the Parisiennes with ‘Mujhe buddha mil gaya’.

My all-time favourite, An Evening in Paris (1967), stars
the very chic Shammi Kapoor and Sharmila Tagore,
with Shammi as the focus of desire of Parisian women
in the title song. Shyam (Shammi) as Sam and Suzy
(Sharmila in a double role) pass as locals. The lead couple
are so Westernised that in ‘Aasman se aaya farishta’,
Shammi hangs from a helicopter coyly wearing his
dressing gown but Sharmila pretends to water-skiin a one-
piece bathing suit. This was seen as a pivotal moment in
film clothing (though it wasn’t the first swimsuit) and it
was a swimsuit, not a bikini, as many recall as the furore

about Sharmila wearing a bikini was over a Filmfare
shoot. The Eiffel Tower has its own role to play in the film
and features in much of the publicity. One lovely moment
is during the film when tourists, curious about what is
being shot, start to stare at the stars, the camera merely
tilts to avoid them but keeps filming.

Among the many films which are partially setin
Paris, there is a tour of Paris in ‘Illah in Yeh Jawaani Hai
Deewani(2013), while the city is seen as a romantic location
in Befikre(2016) and Ae Dil Hai Mushkil (2016). This meaning
issubverted in Queen(2014), where Rani (Kangana Ranaut)
goes on her ‘solo honeymoon’ to Paris, where the girl from
Rajouri Garden takes on the city with great success.

The gaze is also reversed as there are several French
films set in India, from The River (Jean Renoir, 1951),
Phantom India (Louis Malle, 1969), La Nuit Bengali
(Nicolas Klotz, 1988), and Nocturne Indien (Alain Corneau,
1989), but that is another story.m

8JULY 2024

www.openthemagazine.com 111 [$&3Y

More Newspaper and Magazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t. me/Magazines_8890050582 (@Magazines_8890050582)



I PLAYTIME WITH BORIA MAJUMDAR I

‘Paris 2024 Is the First

Gender-Equal Games in History’

A conversation with Abhinav Bindra and IOC’s
Christian Klaue in the run-up to Paris 2024

HE COUNTDOWN
T has started. With

less than amonth
to go before the Paris
2024 Olympics, the host
city isready. A unique
opening ceremony that
will bring together close to
300,000 people watching
italong the river Seine, the
Paris Games will be the
first occasion the world
comes together in'celebration afier Govid. Whatdo‘these
Games mean for the Olympic movement? What to expect
from the opening ceremony and how important is it for
India? Abhinav Bindra, India’s first-ever individual gold
medallist, and Christian Klaue, corporate affairs director
of the International Olympic Committee (I0C), join me in
this exclusive conversation.

What does Paris 2024 mean for the Olympic
movement?

Klaue: It will be a very important landmark in the history
of the Olympic movement. If you see,

are a very important moment in Olympic history. For the
first time, we will have equal representation from men and
women. Itis the first gender-equal Games in history and
I'think itis a massive statement from the IOC. In essence,
the Olympic movement stands for empowerment and it
isgreat to see the ideals being transformed into reality in
Paris. You should also remember that every effort is being
made to make these Games sustainable and that’s another
important aspect of Paris 2024.

We have seen stadiums turning into white elephants.
In a world where economic viability is key, how
importantisitforParis 20242 The factthat’most of
the venues being used are existing structures is an
effort in the right direction.
Klaue: 95 per cent of the sites being used are preexisting
venues. And the effort was always to make the Games
sustainable. The use of green energy is yet another step
in the right direction. When we move to LA in 2028,
100 per cent of the stadiums which will be used, will be
preexisting venues. This is a very conscious call from
the IOC and we know that economic viability is key.
Every effort will be made to make the Olympic Games
sustainable and Paris will show

Paris is ready. The five Olympic rings “THE PARIS the way.

are now visible on the Eiffel Tower OLYMPICS ARE VERY

and the entire world can watch how IMPORTANT. WE ARE Abhinav, from an Indian
humanity celebrates sport a month WORKING TOWARDS A standpoint how important are
from now. What is most important POSSIBLE 2036 BID. THERE these Games?

is that for the first time, the opening IS MORE INTEREST IN THE Bindra: Very important. We are
ceremony will be out in the open GAMES IN INDIA NOW working towards a possible 2036
with national delegations coming COMPARED TO EVEN FIVE bid and if you see, there is far more
by boat and streaming down the YEARS AGO. PEOPLE WANT interest in the Games in India now
river Seine. Three hundred thousand TO SEE AND CONSUME compared to even five years ago.
people are expected to watch the THE OLYMPICS AND People want to see and consume
spectacle unfold against the backdrop EFFORTS LIKE OLYMPIC the Olympics and efforts like

of the Eiffel Tower and I can tell you it the Olympic Values Education

will be an “I-was-there-moment” for VALUES EDUCATION Programme, for example, are making
anyone who is present. I am hugely PROGRAMME ARE afundamental difference to people’s
excited to see how things play out. M?glf’l\lzj((})gL%I’g?ij\l}gg’CE lives. The programme has already

Bindra: I will also say that the Games

Abhinav Bindra former Olympian

beenimplemented in states like
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Odisha and Assam, and I am very proud that the Abhinav sure they would have left by the time we returned, but to
Bindra Foundation has played arole init. our surprise, they waited. But then the penny dropped!
Klaue: I can tell you that the growth of the Olympic Anwar’s camera did not have a film and we had to buy
movement in India has been a huge step forward. We at one to be able to click the photos. Again, we requested
the IOC were delighted with the IOC session in Mumbai them to wait and ran to the shop inside the village. Now,
last October when India welcomed the Olympic family we were absolutely convinced that they wouldn’t be
and the prime minister announced that India was serious waiting. But when we returned after 15 minutes, we were
about an Olympic bid. We have seen the interest from amazed to see the Williams sisters waiting for us. We
the Indian media grow exponentially and that’s another did get our photo! But more importantly, it showed me
indication of how the Games are now perceived in India. what the Olympic spirit is all about. It is far more than
just a sports competition.
Illustration by SAURABH SINGH It brings together athletes

from across the worldin a
manner nothing else does
and that’s why it is the
world’s greatest human
spectacle.
Klaue: That’s a fantastic
story. While I don’t really
have such a story because I
hardly get to see anything
in the Games with the
amount of work pressure
thereis, I have already said
toyouthatIam very keen
82 (@Vtoseechowthe opening
ceremony unfolds in Paris.
Nothing like this has been
seen before and it will be
aunique momentin the
history of world sport.

For me, the Games were
never about winning
medals. Not just about
records and athletic

Abhinav Bindray Christian Klaue achievement. There is so
much more to the Games.
Maybe, that’s why it
is called the Olympic
The addition of cricket in LA 2028 will further add to the movement. We don’t say the same for anything else.
excitement and we are all waiting to see it happen. We call it the Cricket World Cup or the FIFA World
Cup. But for the Olympics, we call it the Olympic
What is your favourite Olympic memory? movement. How important is it for humanity and as a
Bindra: Let me take you back to my first Olympics in peace symbol?
Sydney in 2000. It was the second day in the village and Klaue: The Olympic Games have always been that. It is
in the dining hall, Anwar Sultan, a fellow shooting a celebration of the wider human spirit. Of embracing
colleague, and I bumped into the Williams sisters. As change and transformation. That Paris is a gender-equal
you can understand, each one of us was excited to see Games is a step in the right direction. And that’s why itis
them and wanted to click a photo. The problem was so significant. For the first time, 200-plus nations will come
those weren’'t smartphone days and we needed our together post-Covid. That’s what the Games are about. The
camera, which we did not have with us in the dining opening ceremony is so much more than just a sport event.
hall. Anwar requested them to wait for a few minutes Itisritual. And that’s the reason Paris 2024 is one of the
as we ran back to our rooms to get the camera. We were most important events in Olympic history.=
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STARGAZER |

KAVEREE BAMZAI

RAGHUBIR YADAV

> 1heArtofBeing

Those who admire Pradhanji’s rooted
existence in Prime Video’s Panchayat
remember him most from Mungerilal
ke Haseen Sapnewhich aired on
Doordarshanin 1989.Itwasonly 13
episodesbutleftanimpact on almost
everyone who watched it. But then
Pradhanji, played by Raghubir Yadav,
actedinanother 13-episode series
nextyear, which he prefers. This
series was Mullah Nasruddin. Yadav,
agraduate of the National School of
Drama (NSD)in Delhiand part of the
repertory foro years;broke through
spectacularlyin Pradip Krishen’s
Massey Sahibin 1985, where he played
a Christian clerk Francis Massey, who
works for an English officer. Massey
marries the tribal girl Saila, whois
played by Arundhati Roy before she
won aBooker Prize. It doesn’t end
well. Yadavis one of the few actors
inthe industry who have not been
calcified or corrupted, staying true to
hisart, his “junoon” (passion). “This
acting word isvery dangerous. One
cannotact,one hastojustbe,” hesays.
It’saform of self preservation, he says,
becauseif he had “commercialised”
hiscraft,he would have been typecast
asacomedian. “Idon’t want to be part
of this bechnewalaselling] culture,”
headds. Yadavhashad aseries of
powerfulroleson screen, from Bhura,
the poultry farmer, in Lagaan: Once
Upona Timein India(2001) to the
manipulative brotherin Peepli Live
(2010). But Prime Video’s Panchayat
hasreturned him to everyone’s
hearts. Yadav, who worked for Parsi
Theatre, travelling all over India
for32.50adayat the beginning of

RAJSHRI DESHPANDE

TAHIRAKASHYAP
KHURRANA

his career, says heis not tempted by
money. He values the three years he
spent with the great Ebrahim Alkazi
atNSD becauseit taught him the
value of stagecraft, from make-up to
carpentry, from music tolighting. He
remembers missing only one class
during those years, and that too on
Diwali. He narrates the story asif it
was yesterday: “I was washing my
clothesand Iremember Alkazi saab
summoned me, and told me, ‘Even if
youare dying, you will have to come
anddoitinfront of me’,” hesays.
Thatishowimportant theatrewasto
him. Yadavloves Panchayatbecause
itallows him to work with the same
dedication and passion. Anditisto
thisthataudiencesrespond.

> HowtoWait

Sharmajee ki Betihas been ready
forrelease for over three years.
Meanwhile, one of its stars
SaiyamiKher got to playa cricketerin
R Balki’s Ghoomer, other girl power
movies and series were released,

and Sharmajee ki Beti’s director
TahiraKashyap Khurrana wrote
several more scripts. “I've had many
meltdowns, many showdowns, I've
prayed, I've shown faith in myself.
Butbeforesleepingevery day,I've
told myself, thereislightat the end of
the tunnel, just keep your head down
and keep working,” says Khurrana
ofthe film that has finally aired on
Prime Video. Shot during Covid-19in
32days, with Chandigarh standing
in for Mumbai, the movie tells the
story of women across age groups,
from ahomemaker at odds with her
daughter, toa Mumbainewbie at

odds with the entire city, toa young
woman cricketer at odds with the
world. “Every day on set wasajoy.I
was this person with a creepy grin
plastered over my face,” says the first-
time feature director. “It breaks many
clichés,” Khurranasays of the movie,
andshinesalight on those who don’t
necessarily want to save the world,
just celebrate its simplicity.

> 1hesuccessirap

Shewon morethan 15awardsas
bestfemaleactorforherfine work
asNeelamKrishnamoorthyinthe
intenseand often harrowing

Trial by Fireon Netflixin 2023. Yet
RajshriDeshpandesays people
can’tsee beyond her characternow.
“When they meet me in person, they
say ‘Oh, weneverthoughtyouwere
beautiful’,” she says. However, she
adds, “That’swhatactingis. People
havetounderstand thatasartists, we
follow our priorities. But no one wants
totakearisk.” Despiteall thenoise
overstreamingand the opportunities
ithascreated,shesaystherealityis
thatveryfewrolesofgood qualityare
written forwomen. “Thereis praise,
butthereisnowork onthe ground,
whichmakesonethink whereisthe
money going? Where are the toilers
forjuniorartists, whereisequal pay?”
Deshpandeissoongoingtobeseenin
Hema,ashortfilmaboutanimmigrant
woman’sexperiencein the US, which
isgoingto premiereatthe Indian Film
Festival of Los Angeles, between June
27-30.Directed by Ritvik Dhavale, itis
atribute tohismotherand Deshpande
asusualisassubtleassheispowerful
intherole.m
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