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THUMBNAILS

A man makes miniature models of chariots
in Kolkata on Thursday. �BISWAJIT GHOSHAL

Hemant Soren takes oath as

J�khand CM: Jharkhand Mukti

Morcha (JMM) Executive Presi-

dent Hemant Soren was

sworn in as the Chief Minister

of Jharkhand at a ceremony

at the Ranchi Raj Bhavan on

Thursday. The rest of the Cabinet minis-

ters will be sworn in on Sunday. (Page 5)

TRIDIB BAPARNASH
NEW DELHI, 4 JULY

I
t took 17 years for that
star count to double in
the Indian team’s blue
jersey after India’s

valiant seven-run win aga-
inst South Africa in Satur-
day’s T20 World Cup final
in Barbados, and the newly-
crowned World Champions
proudly flaunted the spe-
cially-designed kit with
‘CHAMPIONS’ written in
bold letters during their
breakfast meeting with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, shortly after landing
in New Delhi at around 6
a.m. IST on Thursday. 

Hundreds of supporters,
holding placards congrat-
ulating their favourites and
waving the Tricolour, braved
the inclement weather to
welcome the Rohit Sharma-
led outfit that touched
down in New Delhi fol-
lowing a marathon trip
home from the Ca-ribbean
after the squad members,
support staff and families
were grounded by Hurri-
cane Berylfor several days.

Their special charter flight
AIC24WC ~ Air India Cham-
pions 24 World Cup ~ which
left Barbados around 4:50
a.m, local time on Wednes-
day, arrived in Delhi on
Thursday morning after a
16-hour journey.

Fans cheered as the
players came out of the air-
port in ones and twos.
Rohit Sharma, among the
last to emerge, raised the
coveted trophy for the fans
to catch a glimpse before
boarding the bus.

After a short stopover at
the ITC Maurya Sheraton,
where team members
shook a leg with bhangra

dancers and cut a 3-tier cake,
they headed to 7 Lok Kalyan
Marg, to meet PM Naren-
dra Modi. They spent close
to two hours at the PM’s offi-
cial residence interacting
with Mr Modi who con-
gratulated them for their vic-
tory and later hosted them
for breakfast. “An excel-
lent meeting with our
Champions! Hosted the
World Cup winning team
at 7, LKM and had a mem-
orable conversation on
their experiences through
the tournament,” PM Modi
posted on social media.

The team then flew to
Mumbai, where they par-

ticipated in an open bus vic-
tory parade followed by a
felicitation at the iconic
Wankhede Stadium.

In a repeat of the road
show held in the city 17 years
ago after Mahendra Singh
Dhoni’s team beat arch-
rivals Pakistan in the final
of the inaugural 2007 World
T20 in South Africa, Rohit
Sharma’s world champions
were feted with a similar vic-
tory parade from Marine
Drive to the Wankhedein an
open bus. The heavy show-
ers hardly deterred the
enthusiasm of the crowd,
who had gathered in their
thousands on the 1 km

Marine Drive route from
Nariman Point to Wankhede
Stadium near Churchgate.

Flanked by BCCI secret-
ary Jay Shah, president Ro-
ger Binny, and other offi-
cials, Team India players
took turns to hold the tro-
phy and wave the Tricolour.
The decibel levels rose as
Rohit and Virat raised the
World Cup trophy togeth-
er in the open bus. 

At the Wankhede, loud
cheers erupted from the
jam-packed crowd as the
players walked into the
ground. During the cere-
mony, Rohit Sharma, who
along with Virat Kohli and
Ravindra Jadeja bade
farewell to the T20 format
after the win, said: “Since
the time we have come to
India it’s been wonderful.
This trophy means a lot to
us (players) but it’s for the
entire nation. It was a won-
derful experience to meet
PM Modi with the team. On
behalf of the team, fans, I
want to thank the entire na-
tion. This is a special team,
I am so lucky to lead this
team.”

After a breakfast meet with PM Modi in Delhi, the team was feted with a parade in Mumbai

Heroes� welcome for T20
World Cup winning squad
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WEATHER

Generally cloudy sky with one or two
spells of rain/thundershower. Maximum
and minimum temperatures likely to be
around 30 °C and 26 °C respectively.
RAINFALL: 4.6 mm
RELATIVE HUMIDITY 
Max. 98 % Min. 90 %
TEMPERATURE
Max: 29.7 °C (-2.9)     Min: 26.7°C (0.0)
SUN RISES SUN SETS
04:57  hrs 18:25 hrs
MOON RISES MOON SETS
02:59 hrs 17:12  hrs

New Moon on 06 July

SENSEX   80,049.67�62.88 NIFTY   24,302.15�15.65 ` vs $   83.54 GOLD 73,090�710 SILVER  93,000�1,500 BRENT CRUDE (IN $) 84.93�0.21

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 4 JULY

The level of poverty in India
is estimated to have
decreased to 8.5 per cent of
the population in 2023-24
from 21 per cent in 2011-12,
according to a new study by
economic think tank NCAER. 

The study is based on
the latest data from the India
Human Development Sur-
vey (IHDS).

NCAER economists led by
Sonalde Desai have esti-
mated a decline in headcount
poverty ratios in rural areas
over the last 10 years from
24.8 per cent in 2011-12 to
8.6 per cent now.

In urban areas, the pover-
ty level has decreased from
13.4 per cent to 8.4 per cent.
The decline in poverty in rural
areas has been sharper than
in urban areas.

The paper points out that
there has been a significant
increase in food subsidy

through the public distri-
bution system and other
benefits run through multiple
schemes launched by the
Centre as well as the states
which have benefitted the
poor.

This sharper decline in
poverty in rural areas was also
reflected in a recent SBI
Research report based on the
NSSO Consumer Expendi-
ture Survey.

According to the SBI
report, poverty has staged a
significant 4.4 per cent decline
since 2018-19 and Urban
Poverty 1.7 per cent decline
post-pandemic, which shows
that government initiatives
for promoting the welfare of
the bottom of the pyramid
are having a significant ben-
eficial impact on rural liveli-
hood, the report states.

Along with the sharp
decline in poverty in India,
there has also been a marked
reduction in the rural-urban
income divide in the coun-
try, the report said.

According to a recent
NITI Ayog discussion paper,
India has registered a sig-
nificant decline in multidi-
mensional poverty in India
from 29.17 per cent in 2013-
14 to 11.28 per cent in 2022-
23 which is a reduction of
17.89 percentage points.

Poverty headcount ratio
falls to 8.5 pc from 21 pc 
in last 10 years: NCAER

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
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External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and his Chinese
counterpart Wang Yi on Thurs-
day agreed that the current
situation in border areas
between the two countries is
not in the interest of either side
and decided to step up meet-
ings of their diplomatic and
military officials to take for-
ward their discussions to
resolve the remaining issues
at the earliest.

At a meeting in Astana,
Kazakhstan, on the margins
of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) Summit,
the two ministers had an in-
depth exchange of views on

finding an early resolution of
the remaining issues along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC)
in Eastern Ladakh to sta-
bilise and rebuild bilateral rela-
tions. This was the first high-
level meeting between the two
sides after the Narendra Modi
government assumed office

in India for the third time.  
Mr Jaishankar highlight-

ed the need to redouble efforts
to achieve complete disen-
gagement from the remain-
ing areas in Eastern Ladakh
and restore border peace and
tranquillity in order to remove
obstacles towards the return
of normalcy in bilateral rela-
tions.

He reaffirmed the impor-
tance of fully abiding by rel-
evant bilateral agreements,
protocols, and understand-
ings reached between the
two governments in the past.
The LAC must be respected
and peace and tranquillity in
the border areas are always
enforced, the MEA quoted the
minister as saying.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 4 JULY

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday called
upon the SCO (Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation)
countries to accord priority
to combating terrorism, cau-
tioning them if left unchecked,
the menace can become a
major threat to regional and
global peace.

And in a veiled reference
to China's ambitious Belt &
Road Initiative (BRI) which
runs through Indian territo-
ry in J & K illegally occupied
by Pakistan, he also remind-
ed the SCO of its commitment
to respecting sovereignty and
territorial integrity of every
nation while undertaking
connectivity and infrastruc-
ture projects.

“Priority must naturally be
given to combating terrorism,
one of the original goals of the
SCO. Many of us have had our
experiences, often originat-
ing beyond our borders,” Mr
Modi stated in a statement
read out by External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar at the
SCO Summit at Astana in
Kazakhstan. Mr S Jaishankar
is leading the Indian delega-
tion at the summit, also being
attended by the leaders of
China, Russia and Pakistan.

“Terrorism in any form or
manifestation cannot be jus-
tified or condoned. Interna-
tional community must iso-

late and expose those coun-
tries that harbour terrorists,
provide safe havens and con-
done terrorism.Cross-bor-
der terrorism requires a deci-
sive response and terrorism
financing and recruitment
must be resolutely coun-
tered, Mr Modi said. He also
stated that the SCO should
take proactive steps to pre-
vent the spread of radicali-
sation among youth.

PM calls on SCO to
combat terrorism

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 4 JULY

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will pay an official visit
to Russia and Austria from
8 to 10 July, it was official-
ly announced on Thurs-
day.

The PM will be in
Moscow on 8 and 9 July at
the invitation of Russian
President Vladimir Putin
to participate in the 22nd
India-Russia Annual Sum-
mit. The leaders will review
the entire range of multi-
faceted relations between
the two countries and
exchange views on con-
temporary regional and
global issues of mutual
interest, the Ministry of
External Affairs said.

Modi to visit
Russia, Austria
from 8 July

EAM meets Chinese FM, calls for
restoration of peace in border areas

In urban areas, the
poverty level has
decreased from 13.4
pc to 8.4 pc. The
decline in poverty in
rural areas has been
sharper than in
urban areas.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
HATHRAS, 4 JULY

Uttar Pradesh Police arrest-
ed six sevadars associated
with the organising commit-
tee of the Narayan Sakar Vish-
wa Hari, which has been held
responsible for the stampede
that led to multiple deaths and
mayhem at the Bhole Baba Sat-
sang here on Tuesday. A total
of 121 people, mostly women
and children, lost their lives
in the incident.

However, the prime
accused in the case, the head
of the organising committee,
Devprakash Madhukar, is
absconding. The state police
announced a reward of one
lakh rupees on his head.

Addressing a press con-
ference here on Thursday,
Inspector General of Police

(IG) Aligarh Shalabh Math-
ur said among the arrested
sevadars, four are male and
two female. 

He identified three of them
as Upendra, Manju, and
Mukesh. The sevedars were

arrested for obstructing the
police from discharging their
duty. 

He further said that SOG
teams have been deployed in
all districts at the zone level
to identify and arrest other
accused while the evidence
recovered from the spot is
being included in the inves-
tigation.

When asked about police
action to be taken on Bhole
Baba, he said: "If necessary,
Narayan Sakar alias Bhole
Baba will be interrogated.
His name is not there in the
FIR. The responsibility lies with
the organiser who is named
in the FIR”. The IG said: “A case
has been registered under
Sections 105, 110, 126 (2), 223
and 238 of the Indian Judicial
Code. So far, six people have
been arrested.”

Six arrested in UP stampede case

National Commission for
Women chief Rekha Sharma
meets a woman who got
injured in the Hathras stam-
pede incident.  �ANI



C M Y K

KOLKATA, FRIDAY 05 JULY 202402

ASHOK CHATTERJEE
KOLKATA, 4 JULY

A
non-government
social welfare organ-
ization is trying to
bring in some cheer

in the districts by providing
job opportunities and finan-
cial and know-how assis-
tance to educated youth,
egging them to be self-reliant.

Tapasil Jati Adibasi Prak-
tan Sainik Krishi Bikash Shilpa
Kendra (TJAPSKBS) is empow-
ering backward class people
through their various social
welfare activities in both rural
and urban areas of west 
Bengal.

They are providing low-cost
housing and deep tube wells
in Ganga Sagar. They are
working in Bankura, Burdwan,
North and South 24-Par-
ganas, Nadia and Birbhum. 

The TJAPSKBS provided
hybrid vegetable seeds for
farming, seeds for sunflower
plantation, helped with rice
and wheat farming and helped
economically-weaker chil-

dren financially and with
books for their studies.

In Burdwan they did a
survey on the farmers, their
land holdings and their crop
output. They submitted it to
the government, which helped
these farmers get loans from
the banks.

Ananya Das, assistant
treasurer of TJAPSKBS said,
“We also provided employ-
ment to around 5,000 youth
through various means. We
trained girls in handicrafts and
sewing work. For boys, we are

giving computer training so
that they can be self-
employed. 

Generating employment,
introducing integrated farm-
ing throughout rural Ben-
gal, establishment of public
hygiene systems in various
crowded areas including
Ganga Sagar, infrastructure
development are our main tar-
gets.”

In recognition of their
work, the NGO has got an affil-
iation from Niti Ayog. They
now await the government's

approved url with govt
domain. This will help them
work in tandem with the gov-
ernment.  

One needs approval from
seven ministries for the gov-
ernment url. They have got
approvals from two min-
istries and one more is in the
pipeline, said a government
source.

Niti Ayog’s village devel-
opment officer Rupesh Kumar
said the NGO has been work-
ing with the central govern-
ment for some time now and

helping with employment
generation.

“These people had pro-
vided us with a list of 1,300
people, of which 395 indi-
viduals have been given jobs
in different capacities, either
on a temporary basis or on
contract. We are trying to
find employment in govt sec-
tor. We are also helping them
with raising funds and train-
ing so that these people can
do some manufacturing of
their own like making phenyl,
soap, toilet cleaners, corner
industry status. We help the
finished products sell at the
govt sector and its different
utilities. We are also helping
some individuals find jobs who
are unable to do business,”
said Mr Kumar.

The Niti Ayog is also work-
ing on a health card. “The NGO
is trying to bring in a 12 G
quantum resonance mag-
netic health analyst machine,
which helps in early detection
of health ailments. Niti Ayog
is helping them acquire these
machines,” added Mr Kumar. 

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 4 JULY

The Gorkha Gaurav Sansthan,
a Kalimpong-based group,
associated with the Save
Teesta movement, has sent
correspondence to multiple
government officials, includ-
ing Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union home min-
ister Amit Shah.

These letters address the
Teesta disaster and its impact
on the public, highlighting
issues such as basic needs,
public grievances, and crisis
management.

The recipients of these
letters also include West Ben-
gal chief minister Mamata
Banerjee and Governor Dr CV
Ananda Bose, as well as min-

isters for roads and high-
ways, housing and urban
affairs, power and jal shakti.

The chairman of Brahma-
putra Board and home and
hill affairs secretary of West
Bengal are also among the
recipients.

Solutions for these prob-
lems are proposed in the let-
ters.

“In the upcoming days, we
will be dispatching the sec-
ond and third stages of com-
munication to the appropri-
ate ministries and depart-
ments,” chief coordinator of
Save Teesta Movement, Naren-
dra Kumar Tamang said,
adding, “We are confident
that the victims of the Teesta
disaster and those living along
national highway 10 will

receive fair treatment. Fur-
thermore, we assure that
measures for restoration,
protection, conservation and
management of both NH-
10 and Teesta river will be

implemented.”
Today, people of Teesta

Bazaar marked a significant
shut down in honour of those
who lost their lives in the flash
flood on the Teesta river on

October 4, 2023.
Meanwhile, the condition

of national highway 10
remains unchanged due to
erosion and landslides occur-
ring on the right bank of the
Teesta. As a result, all traffic
has been halted for the past
three days. While repairs have
begun, it is unclear when
normal traffic flow will resume
on NH-10, which connects
Kalimpong and Sikkim to
Siliguri and back.

According to official
sources, road conditions in
Kalimpong district as on 4 July
are as follows: National high-
way 10 is currently closed from
Seti Jhora to Chitray due to
ongoing hill cutting at Selfi
Point (19th Mile). 

The route from Ravi Jhora

to Teesta Bazar is closed due
to repair work and water-
logging. The road from
Kalimpong to Siliguri via
Panbu is open. The route
from Rangpo to Lava via
Mansong is open. The road
from Kalimpong to Siliguri via
Lava is open. National High-
way 717A is temporarily closed
due to landslides.

The minister for road and
bridges, Nar Bahadur Dahal,
from the Sikkim government
conducted a visit to the vul-
nerable areas of NH-10 at Melli
Bazaar, which is situated on
the banks of Teesta. 

He also met with officials
in a high-level meeting to dis-
cuss repairing the damaged
portions of the road by a set
deadline of 15 July.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 4 JULY

Bombay Shirt Company has
come back to the city and
opened its stores on Shake-
speare Sarani.

This is the Company's 22nd
store in the country.

Chippy (Aditya ) Mehta,
COO of Bombay Shirt Com-
pany said, “We are thrilled to
return to Kolkata, a city that
has always been close to our
hearts. Our new store is a tes-
tament to our commitment to
providing our customers with
an exceptional shopping expe-
rience.” The store has been set
up at 3C, Jasmine Towers on
Shakespeare Sarani.

Bombay Shirt Company
started its journey in 2012 as
India’s first ever online custom
made shirt brand and is well
known for its diverse products.
There are custom-made and
readymade shirts catering to
different categories of cus-
tomers. There are tailor-made
blazers, dress pants, jeans
among others. The customers
can choose the fabric and
then fit it from their in-house
tailors. The stylists at the store
help the customers to pick up
the fabric that is best suited for
the customers.

Akshay Narvekar founder
and CEO said even though the
company didn't have a store
in Kolkata, the royal customer
base had remained intact. The
customers were eager to know
when the company was com-
ing back to the city.

Rights body calls for crisis management, action on Teesta disaster

NGO works for job creation,
gets Niti Ayog support
They are working in Bankura, Burdwan, North and South 24-Parganas, Nadia and Birbhum

Old shirt brand
back in city

EXAM IMBROGLIO

Students protest against the National Testing Agency in College Street on Thursday.�MOUL MONDAL

SPORTING ICON

Sikkim chief minister Prem Singh Tamang meets Tarundeep Rai, a distinguished archer who has
received the Padma Shri award, along with his coach Sonam Tshering Bhutia on Thursday. �SNS
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Thursday
filed the first supplementary
chargesheet against three
accused in the 2022 
Bhupatinagar (West Ben-
gal) blast case, which killed
three persons, while charges
against three accused who
were killed in the blast have
been abated.

NIA's chargesheet in the
case (RC-16/2023/NIA/DLI)
filed before the Special 

Court in Calcutta names
three deceased, Raj Kumar 
Manna, Biswajit Gayen and 
Buddhadeb Manna, and
three others, identified 
as Panchanan Ghorai,
Manobrata Jana and Balai
Charan Maity. Of the latter
three, the first is out on bail
and the other two are in
judicial custody.

All six chargesheeted
accused were found to be
actively involved in the crim-
inal conspiracy related to the
bomb blast which took place
at Village Naruabila Decem-

ber 2, 2022.
The NIA, which had taken

over the investigation from
the state police on June 4,
2023, has chargesheeted the
accused under various sec-
tions of Indian Penal Code
(IPC) and ES Act.

"The chargesheet filed
before NIA Special Court 
in Calcutta has exposed 
the criminal conspiracy
involving supply of expl
osives for making bombs to
spread terror and violence
in the region," said the 
NIA.

NIA files first supplementary chargesheet
against three in Bhupatinagar blast case
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A pre-wedding lunch
arranged for the block devel-
opment officer within the
panchayat samiti office trig-
gered political controversy,
especially after Leader of
Opposition posted the pho-
tographs of the ceremony on
his X-handle and also mocked
at 'the BDO's political loy-
alty' citing why the BDO
touched the feet of a Trina-
mul Congress leader?'

The BDO, Burdwan-1,
Rajnish Yadav is going to get
married shortly. The 'over-
enthusiastic' office staff and
colleagues of the BDO by their
whims volunteered arrang-
ing a pre-wedding lunch for
the BDO at the meeting hall
of the panchayat samiti office

adjacent to the BDO's office
chamber on Wednesday after-
noon.

The chairperson, Burdwan
Development Authority,
Kakoli Gupta Ta also was
invited to take part in the
'function’. She's an elected
member of the Burdwan-1
panchayat samiti too. As she
arrived at the hall, when
Yadav, - the young BDO was
almost ready to sit for lunch
got up and touched her feet.

Political chatter started
after Suvendu Adhikari, the
Leader of  Opposition
attached the same photo-

graphs with a text and com-
mented: "No wonder the
line between the ruling party
and the administration,
which was always blurry,
has now completely been
erased." Ta, the TMC leader
reacted sharply, saying:
"Some people don't know
what the real Bengali culture
is that has taught us to respect
the elders. The BDO is my
son's age. When I reached
there, he was about to sit for
lunch and he offered me a
pranam. I gave a tip not to
the BDO but to someone
like my son." Yadav, the BDO
also expressed surprise and
said: "Whatever happened
was not in my office but at
a closed door hall where I
showed my respect to a
motherly personality and
not to a political leader."

Suvendu mocks BDO�s pre-wedding lunch at office

Hearing on Guv�s defamation suit against CM adjourned to 10 July
AGENCIES
KOLKATA, 4 JULY

Hearing on the defamation suit
filed by West Bengal Gover-
nor, CV Ananda Bose, against
Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee was adjourned again, and
the court on Thursday fixed
July 10 as the next date of hear-
ing. 

Incidentally, bypolls for
four Assembly constituen-
cies in the state will also be
conducted on July 10.

This is the second time that
the hearing on the matter
has been adjourned.

On Wednesday, when the

matter came up for hearing
for the first time at the single-
Judge Bench of Justice Krish-
na Rao, the matter was
adjourned till Thursday.

Justice Krishna Rao direct-
ed that the media houses on
whose reports the Governor’s

defamation suit against the
Chief Minister was based,
should also be included as par-
ties in the case.

On Thursday, when the
matter again came up for
hearing, the counsel for Gov-
ernor Bose, Dhiraji Trivedi
drew the attention of the
court that the hearing had not
been enlisted as yet in the
records of the Calcutta High
Court. Thereafter, Justice Rao
adjourned the proceedings
and fixed June 10 as the next
date of hearing.

Besides the Chief Minis-
ter, Trinamool Congress leader
Kunal Ghosh and the two

newly-elected ruling party
legislators Sayantika Baner-
jee and Reyat Sarkar have
also been named in the suit.

Raj Bhavan sources said
that Ghosh had been includ-
ed as a party in view of some
of his comments about the
Governor made to a partic-
ular media house.

Similarly, sources said, the
names of the two newly-
elected MLAs have been
included in view of the com-
ments made by them about
the Governor to media per-
sons over their swearing-in
function. 

The defamation suit has

been filed over some com-
ments made by the Chief
Minister recently while
expressing displeasure over
the confusion regarding the
oath-taking ceremony of the
two new MLAs.

She had backed their deci-
sion of not accepting the
Governor’s invitation to go to
Raj Bhavan for the oath cer-
emony.

“Why will the two newly-
elected MLAs go to the Raj
Bhavan? As it is, after what has
happened at Raj Bhavan,
women are scared to go there.
I have received complaints,”
the Chief Minister had said.

AGENCIES
KOLKATA, 4 JULY

A suspected Bangladeshi
cattle smuggler suffered
injuries after attacking a
Border Security Force (BSF)
jawan along the India-
Bangladesh border in West
Bengal's Nadia district on
Wednesday.  

The Bangladeshi nation-
al has been arrested and
admitted to the hospital for
treatment. The BSF has reg-
istered strong protest with
the Border Guard Bang-
ladesh (BGB) against attacks
by Bangladeshi criminals on
Indian border guarding
troops. 

There have been repeat-
ed incidents over the last sev-
eral days due to which BSF
personnel have been forced
to open fire with their non-
lethal Pump Action Guns
(PAGs) and even Insas rifles
in self-defence.

"The incident occurred
along an unfenced border
under the jurisdiction of
the Maluapara border out-
post, where personnel of the
32nd BSF Battalion are post-
ed. The jawans on duty
spotted 3-4 Bangladeshi
cattle smugglers trying to
make their way into the
Indian territory. The group,
armed with sharp-edged
weapons and bamboo canes,

was taking advantage of the
tall jute crop. 

"Seeing them, one of the
BSF jawans rushed forward
and challenged the mis-
creants, upon which four
more Bangladeshis emerged
from the jute field and
attacked him. He fired two
rounds at a safe direction in
an attempt to scare away the
attackers, but it had no
effect. 

"One of the criminals
slashed at him with a sharp-
edged weapon. Fortunate-
ly, the blow landed on the
upper handguard of the
jawan's rifle. Finally, upon
realising that he was out-
numbered, the jawan fired
one more shot at the smug-
glers. This forced them to flee
through the tall jute crops,
taking advantage of the
darkness," said A.K. Arya,
DIG and spokesperson, BSF,
South Bengal Frontier.

The area was searched at
around 4 a.m. during which
a sharp-edged weapon and
an injured Bangladeshi
national were found more
than 200 metres inside the
Indian territory. 

The man, identified as Md
Ajmul Hossain, was rushed
to the Krishnaganj Hospi-
tal in a BSF ambulance.
Hossain is a resident of Tha-
kurpur village in Chuadan-
ga district of Bangladesh.

B�deshi smuggler injured
after BSF jawan opens
fire in self-defence
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CM meets prominent citizens

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 4 JULY

Chief minister Mamata Baner-
jee today met with prominent
personalities, who support-
ed her to continue her strug-
gle for justice and the state gov-
ernment’s fight against the
deprivation to the state by the 
Centre.

In a message to her visi-
tors, the chief minister said,

“The Centre has tried to cre-
ate hurdles for the state but
could not stop us from con-
tinuing our struggle against
the Centre’s step-motherly
treatment. We will continue
to raise our voice against the
Centre and you too contin-
ue the same as you have done
so far.”

Going further, Miss Baner-
jee is also supposed to have
praised the group, saying,

“You have done a fine job dur-
ing the election and we expect
you to be in the forefront 
in near future too. I am 
grateful to you for rallying
behind us solidly during the
election.”

About 45 prominent per-
sonalities today called on the
chief minister. Some of them
were Joy Goswami, Abul
Bashar, Nachiketa and Kabir
Suman among others.

THUMBNAILS

SFI demonstration in front
of Calcutta University dur-
ing students' strike in
Kolkata on Thursday. �
BISWAJIT GHOSHAL

Inspection by Divisional

Railway Manager: Mr San-

jeev Kumar, Divisional Rail-

way Man-

ager

(DRM)/

Howrah,

conduct-

ed a comprehensive

inspection tour of Sainthia,

Kurwa, and Rampurhat sta-

tions within the Howrah

Division yesterday. The

purpose of this visit was to

review ongoing develop-

ments and provide strate-

gic guidance for upcoming

projects. SNS

DVC signs agreement with

Gujarat Urja Vikas Nigam:

Damodar Valley Corpora-

tion has entered into

power purchase agree-

ment (PPA) with Gujarat

Urja Vikas Nigam Limited

(GUVNL) to supply 600 MW

from its upcoming Raghu-

nathpur Phase II project in

West Bengal. This agree-

ment was signed at

GUVNL�s Corporate Office

at Vadodara on 4 July.

From DVC,  Arup Sarkar,

member (finance) and San-

jiv Shrivastav, ED (commer-

cial) were present and

from GUVNL, Jai Prakash

Shivhare (IAS) managing

director, K P Jangid, direc-

tor (finance), and Sanjay

Mathur, GM (commerce).

This agreement reaffirms

DVC's commitment to

meet the growing power

demand of the nation. As

per the agreement, DVC

will deliver power to GUVNL

from its upcoming super-

critical thermal project.

The deal supports GUVNL's

efforts to secure a stable

power supply amid rising

future energy needs and

DVC standing firmly 

behind it. SNS

Mukul in CCU: Veteran

politician and MLA Mukul

Roy was admitted to a pre-

mier private hospital along

the EM Bypass after he

lost balance and fell on the

ground at his Kanchrapara

residence on Thursday

night. He was taken to a

nearby government hospi-

tal in Kalyani and later

shifted to the private

healthcare facilities.

According to family

sources, he sustained

injury on his head, causing

a haematoma with clotting

of blood. Doctors at the

private hospital decided to

perform surgery on his

head. He has been shifted

to the critical care unit

(CCU) with support of a

ventilator. "He underwent

the surgery and was shift-

ed to the CCU for observa-

tion. He may be taken out

of the ventilation consider-

ing his condition," hospital

sources said. SNS

Speaker calls special
session of Assembly
Speaker may also administer two new MLAs their oath during session
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 4 JULY

S
peaker Biman Bandy-
opadhyay has called a
special session to dis-
cuss extensions of dif-

ferent standing committees.
The session will be held at 2
pm on Friday. A meeting of
the Business Affairs (BA)
committee will also be held
at noon.

It's learnt that the Speak-
er may also administer the two
new MLAs their oath during
the session.

One month has elapsed
since the results of bypolls in
two Assembly constituen-
cies, Baranagar in the city and
Bhagbangola of Murshid-
abad district respectively
were announced on 4 June but
the swearing-in of the two
newly-elected Trinamul Con-
gress MLAs Sanyantika Baner-
jee and Rayat Hossain Sarkar
is yet to be held.

The ongoing tussle bet-
ween Raj Bhavan and state
Legislative Assembly has

meant that the two legislators
are yet to get busy with the
proceedings in the House.

Governor C V Ananda Bose
had invited the two legisla-
tors to come to the Raj Bha-
van on 26 June to administer
the oath there. 

But both Ms Banerjee and
Mr Hossain Sarkar were not
willing to go to the Governor
House, instead requesting
Mr Bose to administer them
the oath in the Assembly. 

Both the parties, Mr Bose
and two legislators have stuck
to their earlier stand till Thurs-

day leading to a stalemate in
connection with their swear-
ing-in programme.

Both the two MLAs have
been staging dharna on the
Assembly premises for more
than past one week request-
ing the Governor to come to
the Legislative House for the
ceremony.

"We have called for a spe-
cial session at 2 pm on Fri-
day to discuss issues related
to extensions of different
standing committees in the
Assembly," Mr Bandyopad-
hyay told reporters today.

"They (two new MLAs)
won't attend the session
because their oath taking
has not yet happened. I won't
say anything about them
today. Will let you know
tomorrow," he added, when
asked about Ms Banerjee and
Mr Sarkar.

It's learnt that the Assem-
bly secretariat may also move
the High Court against Raj
Bhavan if Mr Bose does not
take any positive move in
connection with adminis-

tering them the oath by this
week.

Mr Bandyopadhyay has
already spoken to the Advo-
cate General Kishore Dutta in
this regard.

Mr Bose, who is in Delhi,
still sticks to his decision to
administer the oath at Raj Bha-
van making the issue uncer-
tain.

Mr Bandyopadhyay has
already spoken to the vice-
president Jagdeep Dhankhar
and discussed with him about
the oath-taking issue of the
two MLAs.

It’s learnt that Mr Dhankhar
has given the Speaker some
way-outs in connection with
the crisis.

Aggrieved with the ongo-
ing tussle between Raj Bha-
van and the Assembly on the
issue of oath taking, chief
minister Mamata Banerjee
had said, “What is this? They
can't take oath as MLAs. It's
either the Speaker or deputy
Speaker who administer them
the oath. Why is he (Gover-
nor) preventing them?"

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
ASANSOL, 4 JULY

The Asansol Special CBI Court
has released all the five arrest-
ed persons in the coal scam
on bail, including the two for-
mer general managers of
Eastern Coalfields Limited
(ECL).

Though three of the
accused Anoop Majee, Joydeb
Mondal and Narayan Khar-
ka were present in the court,
two other accused are still at
large and the CBI could not
frame charges against them.
The Special CBI Court has
directed the central agency
to frame the charges as soon
as possible.

The next hearing of the case
is on 9 August.

CBI has recently arrested
five persons, Amit Kumar
Dhar (former GM of ECL),
Naresh Kumar Saha, former
GM of ECL, Ashwini Kumar
Yadav, Simanta Thakur and

Vidyasagar Das.
All of them have been in

judicial custody since their
arrest by CBI.

The Special CBI Court has
granted them bail. All these
five accused have been named
in the second supplementary
chargesheet filed by the CBI.

Only one accused, Guru-
pada Majhi, who has been

arrested by the ED is lodged
in Tihar Jail in New Delhi. One
accused, an ECL security offi-
cial, has died during the CBI
raid in his house.

Advocates Somnath Chat-
toraj and Sekhar Kundu, who
appeared on behalf of the
accused said that CBI has
named 50 persons in the
chargesheet so far. Out of
which, two persons are still
absconding.

There are 396 witnesses in
the coal scam case. The CBI
has filed the FIR in the high
profile coal scam case in
November 2020, barely few
months before the Assembly
polls in the state.

Tarakeswar Roy and
Mohammed Shakil, two other
persons named in the sup-
plementary chargesheet filed
by CBI are still absconding.
All the 50 accused will have
to be handed over 25,000
pages of documents filed by
CBI at the court.

Coal scam case: 5 persons,
including 2 ECL ex-GMs, get bail

AGENCIES
KOLKATA, 4 JULY

The West Bengal Police, on
Thursday, arrested two more
persons in the case of assault
on a woman in a Kangaroo
Court at Chopra in North
Dinajpur district, a video of
which has gone viral. 

With this, the total number
of arrests so far has risen to four.
State police sources identified
the two persons as Abdul Rauf
and Taherul Islam. Both are co-
accused in the assault case.
They were spotted in the same
video escorting the prime
accused, a local Trinamul
Congress leader Tejemul a.k.a.
JCB. JCB was seen merciless-
ly beating the woman in the
video.On Sunday evening,
just hours after the video went
viral, JCB was arrested and on
the next day was remanded to
five days of police custody.

On Wednesday, the police
arrested another accused,

Budha Mohammad.
The Chopra incident was

even mentioned by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi dur-
ing his speech in Parliament
who criticized the INDIA bloc
allies for remaining silent in
the matter. A member of the
National Commission for
Women (NCW) also came to
Chopra and interacted with the
victim woman. 

Governor C.V. Ananda Bose
too launched a scathing attack
on the state administration for
failing to thwart such an inci-
dent.The Trinamul Congress
has censored the party legis-
lator from Chopra, Hamidul
Rahman for his initial com-
ments where he tried to down-
play the incident after the
video went viral. 

The party leadership has
also directed all the panchayat
heads and local club author-
ities in Chopra to keep a strict
vigil on similar Kangaroo
Courts.

Chopra assault case:
Two more arrested

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 4 JULY

The 56th buyers and sellers
meet organized by West Ben-
gal Garment Manufacturers
and Dealers Association has
done around Rs 1000 crore
worth of business at the
wholesale deals.

The three-day meet held
at the Biswa Bangla (Milan
Mela) grounds ended yes-
terday.

The meet registered more
than 2,500 visitors from the
country and abroad.

The three-day meet was
inaugurated by Chandrima
Bhattacharya, state finance
minister and Sujit Bose, state
fire and emergency services
minister.

Hari Kishan Rathi, presi-
dent of West Bengal Garment
Manufacturers and Dealers
Association said the indus-
try currently employs more
than 55 lakh people in direct
or indirect capacities. 

Over 950 domestic and
international brands took
part in the meet. 

He thanked the state gov-
ernment for its support of the
readymade clothes and tex-
tile industries in order to
advance the apparel sector
and marketing.

The state government has
set up a garment park and has
assured every assistance to the
garment manufacturers. 

The West Bengal Garment
Manufacturers and Traders
Association was set up in
1962 and is a leading organ-
ization representing the ready-
made garment industry and
trade in eastern India. The
Association provides spe-
cialized services in the field
of development of the ready-
made garments industry.

`1,000 crore worth business
at city wholesale meet

Artists painting the wheels of a rath at ISKCON headquarters in Kolkata on Thursday. �MOUL MONDAL

ARTIST AT WORK

NISHAT NIZAMI
KOLKATA, 4 JULY

After facing incidents of mis-
behaviour by passengers,
some of them even leading to
police cases, a section of pri-
vate online app cab operators
have decided to fix cameras
in their vehicles.

Yesterday, an online app
cab operator in north Kolkata
had to face the wrath of a
woman passenger when the
driver refused to take a dif-
ferent route than what the app
showed. The woman com-
muter insisted on going to a
location beyond the desti-
nation of the app and is even
alleged to have threatened the
driver.

The matter worsened when
the woman commuter went
away without paying the
amount and even complained
to the local police at Narkel-

danga, slapping charges of
misbehaviour with the
woman.

This, according to opera-
tors working under the Left-
affiliated organization, was one
of the several incidents that
is said to have hounded the
app cab drivers over the years.
A similar incident took place
in south Kolkata’s Jadavpur last
week. According to the mem-

bers of Kolkata Ola Uber App
Cab Operators and Drivers
Union (CITU), the incident
become uglier and took a
more intense shape with the
women commuters. Drivers
alleged that in many cases, the
arguments are started by
women passengers with
unjustified demands and end
in false claims, leading to
police complaints. 

“Considering several inci-
dents, we have decided to
instal cameras inside the
vehicles,” said secretary of the
organization, Mohammad
Manu. “To begin with, the
cameras would be installed
in around 6000 cabs and later
it would be extended to the
other fleet as well. The process
of installing the camera has
started today and would con-
tinue in phases. This would
help us maintain the records
of the drivers and the com-
muters. The camera feeds
would serve as crucial evi-
dence in such situations,”
added the secretary.

Asked who would main-
tain the data of the cameras,
he informed, “For now, the
organization would main-
tain the records. We are ready
to hand it over to the police
or the state transport depart-
ment if they ask for it.”

Cameras in online app cabs

Dreaded inter-state criminal
sent to 14 days CID custody
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
ASANSOL, 4 JULY

The Asansol Court has sent
the dreaded gangster from
Bihar to 14 days CID custody
on Wednesday after he was
produced before the court. He
will be next produced before
the court on 17 July.

Subodh Singh was taken
to Bhawani Bhawan in Kolkata
in the evening for further
investigations amidst tight
security with a convoy of
seven vehicles, comprising
armed cops of CID.

He was wanted in a num-
ber of cases in West Bengal,
including murder cases,
dacoity, loot, kidnapping etc.

He has already been in the
news for threatening the
investigating officer of CID in
Asansol Court a few days ago
with dire consequences.

The investigating officer of
CID has already lodged an FIR
at Asansol South police sta-
tion. CID has brought Subodh
Singh from Beur Jail in Bihar
to Asansol Court in transit
remand for investigation on
several cases in Asansol. 

Denying charges to media

persons at Asansol Court yes-
terday, Subodh Singh has
claimed that he has not threat-
ened any cops of CID and
instead has alleged that the
state investigating agency
has threatened him with an
encounter if he does not fol-
low their instructions.

It has been alleged that
despite being lodged in Beur
Jail in Bihar, Singh allegedly
used to operate inter-state
criminal gangs in the neigh-
bouring states.

Security has also been
beefed up in Asansol Special
Correctional Home and Asan-
sol Court on Wednesday dur-
ing the production of this
high profile criminal and he
was brought in a prison van.
Asansol Durgapur Police Co-
mmissionerate (ADPC) off-
icials had cordoned off the
court area.

Mahesh Jagannath deity idol awaits UNESCO tag
HEMANT JACOB
HOOGHLY, 4 JULY

As per the historic evidence,
the trio idols of Sri Jagannath,
Balaram and Subhadra at
Mahesh Jagannath temple
are considered to be 628 years
old.

The Puri Jagannath tem-
ple and the trio deities with-
in the temple are quite prim-
itive but as per traditional rit-
uals, after every 12 years,
Nabakalebara is performed
when the trio idols of the
deities  are replaced by a new
one.

At Mahesh Jagannath tem-
ple, Nabakalebara Utsav is not
performed. 

The deity idols are not
replaced. Instead, the idols are
given a fresh coat of herbal
colours.

The secretary of Mahesh
Jagannath temple trust and
sebait Piyal Adhikari said
UNESCO has certified  Ben-

gal’s Durga Puja and has
enlisted it in the historic
world heritage. 

The idols of the deities at
Mahesh Jagannath temple
are 628 years old, carved out
of Neem plank. 

Till day, no changes have
been made, except providing
a new coat of herbal colours.
The trio carry with it the
virtue of being the oldest
deity idols present in the
temple of India. It is our wish
to seek the certification from
UNESCO on the historic
importance of the deity idols.

A meeting was held with
the district magistrate with the
papers and documents sub-
mitted stating the historic
background of the trio idols.

The DM has also shown
keen interest in the matter and
has assured to forward the doc-
uments to the concerned
offices and departments.

The secretary of the
Mahesh Jagannath temple

trust and sebait, Piyal, said as
per the historic religious doc-
uments we come to know
that Brahmananda Brah-
machari, a renowned saint,
meditated in the dense forests
of Mahesh. 

Brahmananda on his visit
to Puri Jagannath temple was
humiliated and driven out of
the temple by the then pan-
das. He returned to Mahesh
and wished that he could
serve lord Jagannath at
Mahesh. 

Lord Jagannath appeared
in his dreams and pacified the
saint and said to him, “A
neem wooden plank will
come floating in the Bhagi-
rathi river. You must carry it
to the banks and with much
reverence carve out the tree
idols. The divine words came
true.

(R) Crowd at Mahesh during
the 2023 Rath Yatra. �DEBROOP

BANERJEE

The meet registered
more than 2,500 visi-
tors from the coun-
try and abroad

Though three of the
accused Anoop Majee,
Joydeb Mondal and
Narayan Kharka were
present in the court,
two other accused
are still at large and
the CBI could not
frame charges against
them. The Special CBI
Court has directed
the central agency to
frame the charges as
soon as possible

Chief minister Mamata Banerjee arrives at Soujanya in Alipore for a meeting. �SNS
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OFFICE OF THE UTTAR
LAKSHMIPUR GRAM PANCHAYAT
KALIACHAK-II DEV. BLOCK

MALDA
NIT-01 (e) / ULPURGP / 2024,
Memo No. 164 /  ULPURGP /
2024, Dated: 04-07-2024 & NIT
No. 02(e) / ULPURGP / 2024,
Memo No. 165 / ULPURGP /
2024, Date: 04-07-2024, Sealed 
e-tenders are hereby invited from
resourceful, bona fide agencies /
Govt. Organization or Govt.
Undertaking Organization hav-
ing experience of similar type of
compact work and sufficient
credentials of any Central / State
Govt. Compact work. Fund: 15th
FC TIED & UNTIED respective-
ly. For details contact the above-
mentioned office address.

Sd/- Prodhan
Uttar Lakshmipur G.P.

NADIA ZILLA PARISHAD
Krishnagar, Nadia

E-Tenders are invited by the undersigned from the bona fide con-
tractors for 'Construction of roads at different pin pointed sites with-
in different blocks in Nadia District�. The details of the NIeT�s are as
follows:

Please see website: www.wbprd.gov.in or contact to this office.
Sd/- District Engineer
Nadia Zilla Parishad

NIeT No. Serial No. Last date of Total Estimated  
application Cost (Approx.)

04 / NZP of 2024-25 Sl-01 to 06 22-07-2024 Rs. 92.224 lakh
05 / NZP of 2024-25 Sl-01 to 09 15-07-2024 Rs. 87.436 lakh

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BALASORE

By e-Mail / e-Despatch: E-mail ID: serw_balasore@yahoo.in
Ph. No.: 06782 / 260318 Balia, Balasore

Repair and Maintenance of Rural Roads under
PMGSY & Other Scheme

O-88 e-Procurement Notice
Bid Identification No. Online-CCE-BLS-NCB-03 of 202324

The Chief Construction Engineer, R. W. Circle, Balasore on behalf of
Odisha State Rural Road Agency invites percentage rate bids in
electronic tendering system for Repair / Maintenance of the Rural
roads constructed under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana in the
Districts of Balasore / Bhadrak for 05 (five) number of packages with
Estimated Cost totalling to Rs. 3.77 Cr including maintenance for five
year from the eligible contractors registered with State PWD / CPWD
/ MES / Railways. The registered bidder of outside Odisha, can also
participate in this process, but shall have to subsequently undergo
registration with the appropriate authority of the State Govt.
preferably within a month of the deadline for bid submission, but prior
to signing of the contract.

Date of release of Invitation for Bids through e-procurement: 
09-07-2024.

Availability of bid documents and mode of submission: The bid
document is available online and should be submitted online in
http://www.pmgsytenders.gov.in The bidder would be required to
register in the website which is free of cost. For submission of the bids,
the bidder is required to have a valid Digital Signature Certificate
(DSC) from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities. The bidders
are required to submit (a) original Demand Draft towards the cost of
bid document and (b) original bid security in approved form and (c)
original affidavit regarding correctness of information furnished with
bid document as per provisions of Clause: 4.4B (a) (ii) of ITB with
C.C.E., R.W. Circle, Balasore, on a date not later than three working
days after the opening of technical qualification part of the Bid, either
by registered post or by hand, failing which the bids shall be declared
non-responsive.

Last date / time for receipt of bids through e-procurement: 29-02-2024
up to 5-00 p.m.

For further details please logon to http://www.pmgsytenders.gov.in
Chief Engineer

OIPR-25105/11/0003/2425 R.W. Circle, Balasore

TENDER
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AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 4 JULY

J
harkhand Mukti Morcha
(JMM) executive presi-
dent Hemant Soren took
oath as the 13th Chief

Minister of Jharkhand at the
Raj Bhavan on Thursday. He
was administered the oath of
office and secrecy by Gover-
nor C.P. Radhakrishnan.

After taking the oath, Mr
Soren issued a video message
and pledged to give a fresh
push to the stalled develop-
mental projects.

Describing his imprison-
ment as a well-planned con-
spiracy, the Chief Minister
said that those who plotted
against him were unable to
digest the fact that a person
from the tribal community rose
to such a stature and became
the Chief Minister.

“On January 31, I was put
behind bars on flimsy grounds
and fake complaints. For five
months, fabricated charges
were levelled at me to keep me
incarcerated. But, we main-
tained our faith in the judici-

ary. There may be some delay
but no darkness in God's way
of giving justice,” Mr Soren said
while thanking his support-
ers and people of the state for
their unwavering support.

He also said that some
development programmes
might have got delayed and
stuck due to his incarceration
but all that will be set in
motion, very soon.

“Our government will work
hard to extend the benefits of
government schemes to the
poor and marginalised, impov-
erished and deprived class,”
he said in the video message.

Hemant Soren was released
from jail last week after the
Jharkhand High Court grant-
ed him bail in a money laun-
dering case linked to an alleged
land scam.

He had resigned as the
CM before his arrest on 31 Jan-
uary by the Enforcement
Directorate.

Hemant Soren's swear-
ing-in as the 13th Chief Min-
ister of Jharkhand was attend-
ed by his father and JMM
supremo Shibu Soren, moth-
er Rupi Soren, wife Kalpana
Soren and other senior mem-
bers of the JMM-led alliance.

Champai Soren, the veteran
JMM leader who quit the CM
post to pave way for Hemant
Soren's swearing-in, also con-
gratulated him on the for-
mation of a new government.

Notably, Champai Soren
was reported to be initially
reluctant about stepping down
from the CM’s chair and had
to be persuaded to vacate
the chair for Hemant Soren.

He eventually relented
when assured of some plum
position in the government or
key organisational role in the
party.

On Wednesday, Champai
Soren submitted his resig-
nation to the Governor at the
Raj Bhavan, nearly five months
after taking oath, following
which Hemant Soren hand-
ed over a Letter of Support to
the Governor, staking claim
to form the new government.

This is the third time that
Hemant Soren is taking oath
as the Chief Minister. He had
previously served in the post
from 2013 to 2014 and from
2019 till his resignation in
January this year.

Soren issued a video message and pledged to give a fresh push to the stalled developmental projects

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, 4 JULY

The massive private nursing
college scam of Madhya
Pradesh continued to rock
the ongoing monsoon ses-
sion of the State Assembly,
with the opposition Con-
gress on Thursday demand-
ing a debate on its breach of
privilege motion against
State Minister Vishwas
Sarang.

After the Question Hour,
Leader of Opposition Umang
Singhar demanded a debate
on the motion. Other Con-
gress MLAs also joined him.

Speaker Narendra Singh
Tomar said he would decide
on the Congress’ demand
after examining their appli-
cation.

The Congress legislators
were alleging that state Sports,
Youth Welfare and Co-oper-
ative Minister Vishwas Sarang,

who was the former Medical
Education Minister, gave
incorrect information to the
House in his reply on the
nursing scam issue. The
Congress has charged that
Sarang’s false reply amounts
to a breach of privilege. 

From the onset of the
session on 3 July, the Con-
gress has been targeting
Sarang over the issue and
demanding his 
resignation.

Nursing scam continues
to rock MP Assembly

Hemant Soren back at helm
as 13th Jharkhand CM

Andhra, Telangana Chief Ministers meet PM Modi
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
HYDERABAD, 4 JULY

Ahead of their meeting in
Hyderabad on 6 July, the chief
ministers of both Telugu states,
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana
met Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, albeit separately in New
Delhi today. 

Andhra Pradesh chief min-

ister N Chandrababu Naidu and
his Telangana counterpart A
Revanth Reddy are all set to hold
their first meeting on Saturday
to resolve the pending issues
of the bifurcation act.

Both chief ministers also
met the Union home minis-
ter Amit Shah separately since
most of the issues related to
bifurcation come under the

Union ministry of home affairs. 
The BRS however, insinu-

ated a conspiracy was brew-
ing citing the meetings between
Reddy and central ministers as
well as the Prime Minister
prior to his meeting with
Naidu.

Telangana chief minister A
Revanth Reddy also met the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

today along with his deputy
chief minister Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka and presented a
long list of critical issues includ-
ing allocation of coal blocks in
Singareni to the Singareni Col-
lieries instead of auctioning. 

He also wanted allocation
of 2450 acres of defence land
for infrastructure projects such
as roads and elevated corridors.

This was Reddy’s first meeting
with the Prime Minister after
the latter assumed office for the
third time. 

The chief minister also met
Union minister Amit Shah
and urged him to allocate
funds for police force, partic-
ularly to set up special camps
in areas facing threats from Left
Wing Extremists. 

Rajnath, Australian minister discuss
closer collaboration in Indo-Pacific

PM Modi criticises opposition
over Chhattisgarh liquor scam
allegation in Rajya Sabha
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI/RAIPUR, 4 JULY 

The Chhattisgarh liquor scam
controversy took centre stage
in the Rajya Sabha as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
addressed the issue amidst
opposition accusations. PM
Modi responded to the alle-
gations by pointing to the
involvement of the former
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
in the scam and criticised the
Aam Aadmi Party's (AAP)
inconsistent stance on inves-
tigative agencies.

During his reply to the
Motion of Thanks on the
President's address on
Wednesday, PM Modi noted
that AAP had previously
demanded the involvement
of the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) and the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) to
imprison the former Chief
Minister. "At that time, they
loved the ED," he remarked.
"But now, the same people are
tarnishing the image of these
agencies."

PM Modi's one hour and
50-minute speech covered a

range of topics, including
NEET, the Constitution of
Manipur, Congress, West Ben-
gal, employment, corrup-
tion, CBI-ED, federalism, the
Emergency, Jammu and
Kashmir, Indira Gandhi, Rahul
Gandhi, and issues con-
cerning Dalits.

On corruption, PM Modi
criticised Congress leaders for
taking photographs with con-
victed individuals and caus-
ing an uproar when corrupt
individuals were jailed. He
countered accusations against
central investigative agen-
cies by emphasising that the

government does not misuse
these entities.

PM Modi also pointed out
contradictions in political
alliances, saying, "AAP engages
in corruption, commits a
liquor scam, and even gets
involved in children's schemes.
Congress complains and takes
the AAP to court. When action
is taken, Modi is blamed.
Now, AAP and Congress have
become allies. Fighting cor-
ruption is not just an election
agenda for me, it is my mis-
sion."

A year ago, the Aam Aadmi
Party had cornered Congress
over the Chhattisgarh liquor
scam. AAP's former state
president Komal Hupendi
alleged a scam exceeding Rs
9,000 crore, far beyond the ini-
tial estimate of Rs 2,000 crore.
The party's joint secretary,
Abhishek Jain, had filed a
complaint with the
Mahasamund collector on
July 2, 2020, detailing how
duplicate liquor with coun-
terfeit government hallmarks
was sold illegally in govern-
ment liquor stores without per-
mits or proper scanning.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, 4 JULY

The BJP government in Mad-
hya Pradesh announced on
Thursday that illegal colonies
in the state will not be legalised
and a tough law would be
brought to put a check on the
mushrooming of such irreg-
ular constructions.

Replying to a question
during the Question Hour in
the State Assembly, MP Urban
Administration Minister
Kailash Vijayvargiya said that
illegal colonies were a big
problem. He informed the
House that state Chief Min-
ister Dr Mohan Yadav has
issued instructions for fram-
ing a tough law to deal with
the problem of illegal colonies.

The Minister said that the

government would come up
with a bill to this effect.

He said that illegal colonies
would not be legalised,  but
basic amenities would be
made available in such
dwellings.

Vijayvargiya, who is also
the MP Legislative Affairs

Minister, was replying to the
questions raised separately
by two BJP MLAs Hardeep
Singh Dang and Rajendra
Pandey over the mush-
rooming of illegal colonies and
the plight of the people liv-
ing there.

In August 2023, former
MP CM Shivraj Singh
Chouhan had initiated the ‘Su-
Raj’ scheme, with the aim of
legalising unauthorised
colonies across Madhya
Pradesh.

Pointing out that housing
is a fundamental right,
Chouhan had said that 8,013
unauthorised colonies in
urban areas had been iden-
tified for legalisation across
the state and this drive would
benefit more than 80 lakh peo-
ple of MP.

MP govt not to legalise illegal colonies

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh held a telephonic con-
versation with Australian
Deputy Prime Minister and
Defence Minister Richard
Marles on Thursday and dis-
cussed closer collaboration
between the two countries
in the Indo-Pacific.

Through a post on X, Mr
Singh stated that a range of
issues pertaining to bilater-
al defence cooperation were
reviewed. “We place great
value on India-Australia
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership,” he said.

The two ministers noted
the transformative progress
in defence cooperation under
the comprehensive strategic
partnership, and appreci-
ated the momentum
achieved in the ties since the
last India-Australia 2+2 Min-
isterial Dialogue, which they
attended in November 2023. 

Australia considers India
as a top-tier security partner
in their National Defence
Strategy document which
was released in 2024.

Mr Marles congratulated
Mr Singh for taking charge
as the defence minister for

a second consecutive term,
and appreciated the func-
tioning of the Indian dem-
ocratic system wherein peo-
ple voted in large numbers.
He also congratulated Mr
Singh on ''Team India''
becoming the T20 world
champions. 

Meanwhile, Union Min-
ister Jitendra Singh unveiled
the results of the 15th round
of the Australia-India Strate-
gic Research Fund (AISRF).

The successful projects
that have been awarded
funding under the presti-
gious program were
announced through a press
note.

The Australia-India Strate-
gic Research Fund (AISRF)
is a bilateral program that
supports collaborative
research projects between
Australia and India. It aims
to strengthen the scientific
relationship between the
two countries and address
common challenges through
joint research efforts. This
year, the AISRF has award-
ed funding to five projects
across various disciplines,
including artificial intelli-
gence and machine learning,
biotechnology, urban min-
ing and electronic waste
recycling, ultralow-cost solar
and clean hydrogen tech-
nologies.

These projects were
selected through a rigorous
evaluation process, ensuring
they meet the highest stan-
dards of scientific excellence
and have the potential for sig-
nificant impact.

The selected projects
reflect the diverse and cut-
ting-edge research being
conducted by Australian and
Indian scientists. These ini-
tiatives are expected to yield
valuable insights and solu-
tions that will benefit both
countries and the wider
global community.
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We are witnessing im-
pacts of climate cha-
nges in a variety of
ways. Almost every

day, in one or other part of the
globe, more frequent and inten-
sifying weather and climate ev-
ents are observed, including sto-
rms, extreme heat, floods, dro-
ughts and wildfires. This year, as
summer continues in the North-
ern Hemisphere, we are facing
the relentless and devastating
power of extreme heat waves.

Our country is literally bur-
ning. Delhi touched a record te-
mperature of close to 500 C.
There were reports of forest fires,
of buildings going up in flames,
of electrical equipment burning.
Surprisingly, even leaves are
being burnt to a crisp. In fact,
the heat wave is a national em-
ergency. Above all, it remains a
fact that the extraordinary Indi-
an summer could be a warning
message to the world.

In Saudi Arabia, the extre-
me heat wave turned the sacred
Haj pilgrimage into a perilous
journey. In the US over 80 mil-
lion people are under heat alert.
The Balkans and the Mediter-
ranean regions are also reeling
under blistering effects of heat
waves. What is a matter of seri-
ous concern is that the World
Meteorological Organisation has
predicted that future years will
likely surpass current tempera-
ture records. The world is on the
boil and all this will only get
worse, not just in India but
across the world.

Global warming has put hu-
mans in a situation which could
metaphorically be compared
with the boiling frog syndrome.
A frog is put in a vessel of water
and the vessel is slowly heated.
As the temperature of the water
rises, the frog is able to adjust its
body temperature accordingly.
Thus, the frog keeps on adjust-
ing with increase in tempera-
ture. But just when the water is
about to reach boiling point, the
frog is not able to adjust any-
more. At that point, the frog tries
to jump out of the vessel, but in
vain because the frog has lost all
its strength in adjusting with the
rising water temperature. Even-
tually, the frog is boiled alive.
The tale is often told as a meta-
phor for the inability or unwill-
ingness of people to react or to
be aware of the sinister threats
that arise gradually rather than
suddenly.

Global temperature has not
increased suddenly. It has chan-
ged gradually. Our situation is a
bit like the proverbial frog. The
syndrome teaches us that unlike
the frog, had we taken appropri-
ate decisions vis-à-vis timely ac-
tions we could have escaped the
fate faced by the frog. We are qu-
ite aware of the fact of gradual
rises in global temperature, dire
consequences of global warm-

ing and have also heard prophe-
cies of experts. But we have ig-
nored these, as Cassandra’s pro-
phecies were ignored that led to
the fall of Troy. In his address at
the UN Climate Change Confer-
ence UK 2021, then British Pri-
me Minister Boris Johnson aptly
said: “Humanity was caught
napping by coronavirus. But for
climate change, nobody can say
we have not been warned. And
nobody can say we are not now
capable of making the prepara-
tions.” Notwithstanding our aw-
areness, global warming contin-
ues relentlessly. We have to ac-
cept that heat is here to stay and
will only get worse. Hence we
need to understand how much
heat humans can tolerate. Sci-
entists believe that this range is
400 C to 500 C. But it depends
on how temperature ~ acclima-
tized our bodies are; on whether
the heat is dry or
wet ~ accompa-
nied by high levels
of moisture (H2O
vapour) in the air,
which makes it
more unbearable,
and, of course, on
the condition we
live in. Weather
and climate haz-
ards affect our
health both direct-
ly and indirectly,
increasing the risk
of death, non-co-
mmunicable dise-
ases, the emergence and spread
of infectious diseases, and heal-
th emergencies.  

Since the 19th century, hu-
man activities have increased
greenhouse gases ~ predomi-
nantly carbon dioxide, methane,
and nitrous oxide ~ in the Earth’s
atmosphere and have resulted
in global warming (greenhouse
effects). Fundamentally, climate
shocks and growing stresses
such as changing temperature
and precipitation patterns, dro-
ughts, floods, and rising sea lev-
els degrade the environmental
and social determinants of phy-
sical and mental health. All
aspects of health are effected by
climate change, from clean air,
water and soil to food systems
and livelihood. WHO data shows
around 2 billion people lack safe
drinking water and 600 million
suffer from food-borne illness
annually. Climate stressors heig-
hten water and food-borne dis-
ease risks. In 2020, around 700
million faced hunger, predomi-
nantly in Africa and Asia.

Floods not only have direct
effects but also increase the risk
of microbiological water pollu-
tion. Global warming affects
water heating and transmission
of water-borne pathogens. The
high sea surface temperature
and sea level rising may cause
waterborne infections and  tox-
in-related illness such as cholera

and shellfish poisoning. Higher
temperature may also facilitate
the introduction of new patho-
gens, vectors, or hosts (food cha-
in). Without preventive meas-
ures, deaths from vector-borne
diseases, currently over 7 lakh
annually, may rise. 

The transmission of infec-
tious diseases through vectors is
very complex, particularly when
humans or livestock are not the
only reservoir. But it is abund-
antly clear that the key elements
in the epidemiology of vector-
borne diseases include the ecol-
ogy and the behaviour of the
host, the ecology and behaviour
of the carrier, and the level of
immunity of the population. Pa-
thogens transmitted by vectors
are particularly sensitive to clim-
ate change because they spend a
good part of their life cycle in a
cold blooded host invertebrate

whose tempera-
ture is similar to
the environment.
So, a warmer cli-
mate facilitates fa-
vourable conditi-
ons for the survival
and completion of
the life cycle of the
vector, going as far
as to speed it up as
in the case of mos-
quitoes. It has
been observed
that in warmer
areas the percent-
age of maturation

of insects from larval form to
adult form increases and the
time required for maturation
also decreases.

Mosquitoes are now found
worldwide, except in regions
permanently covered by ice.
There are about 3,500 species of
mosquitoes, almost three quar-
ters of which are present in trop-
ical and sub-tropical wetlands.
Mosquitoes typical of temperate
regions have had to develop
strategies to survive the winter,
as well as pathogens that can be
transmitted. In tropical regions,
similarly, adaptation was need-
ed to survive at the time of prol-
onged drought. 

However, in both cases,
these adaptive mechanisms
have also affected the reason-
ability of transmission. Global-
ly, in 2022, there were an esti-
mated 249 million malaria cases
and 608,000 deaths in 85 coun-
tries. The African Region carries
a disproportionately high share
of the global malaria burden.
Zika virus is primarily tra-
nsmitted by the bite of an infect-
ed mosquito from the Aedes
genus, mainly Ades aegypti, in
tropical and subtropical regions.
Recently, this virus has emerged
as a ‘public health emergency of
international concern’, accord-
ing to WHO. Ticks are responsi-
ble for the transmission of both
viruses and bacteria. Rising tem-

perature accelerates the cycle
and of the development, pro-
duction of eggs, and the density
and distribution of their popula-
tion. It has already been estab-
lished that rise in temperature
could lead to change in the pop-
ulation of Ixodes ricinus, a vec-
tor of viral infections such as
ticks–borne  encephalitis and
Lyme disease in Europe.

A mysterious chronic kid-
ney disease ~ CKDu ~ which is
characterised by progressive loss
of kidney function is usually
reported among those suffering
from diabetes, hypertension and
kidney inflammation. But scien-
tists have so far not been able to
pinpoint what causes CKDu.
Now researchers have estab-
lished that heat stress and dehy-
dration are the major driving
forces of this mysterious chronic
kidney disease.  

Some people are more vul-
nerable than others to the effe-
cts of climate change on health.
In fact, climate-sensitive health
risks are disproportionately felt
by the most vulnerable and dis-
advantaged, including women,
unborn babies, children, ethnic
minorities, poor communities,
migrants or displaced persons,
older populations, and those
with pre-existing medical con-
ditions.

Climate change has been
described by the WHO as the
biggest threat to health in the
21st century ~ it affects our heal-
th and wellbeing in many ways.
It makes many existing diseases
and conditions worse. The Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate
Change’s (IPCC) Sixth Assess-
ment Report (AR6) concluded
that climate risks are appearing
faster and will become more
severe sooner than previously
expected, and it will be harder
to adapt with increased global
heating. Research shows that
around 3.6 billion people alre-
ady live in areas highly suscepti-
ble to climate change. Between
2030 and 2050, climate change
is expected to cause approxi-
mately 2.5 lakh additional
deaths per year, from malnutri-
tion, malaria, diarrhoea and
heat stress alone.

We should remember some
hard facts: no one is safe from
climate change risks, global
heating of even 1.50 C is not
considered safe, and every addi-
tional tenth of a degree of warm-
ing will take a serious toll on
people’s lives and health. To
make the planet liveable, it is
also imperative that every indi-
vidual contributes to safeguard-
ing the present as well as the
generations to come from the
perils of climate change. As Al
Gore, the Nobel Peace Laureate,
said: “I cannot stand the thought
of leaving my children with a
degraded earth and a dimin-
ished future.”

Three elderly women from rural
areas now living in Beijing with
their children were chatting in
a corner of our community

square recently after finishing their
routine square dancing one evening.
“My salary is 600 yuan ($82.56) per
month,” I overheard one of the women
as saying. “So high!”, the other two
exclaimed. From their conversation, I
came to know that the second woman’s
salary was 400 yuan a month and the
third’s a paltry 180 yuan. The “salary”
the women were talking about, in fact,
is the pension they get from the rural
social endowment insurance fund
since 2009.

Before 2009, rural residents were
not eligible for social insurance and, in
old age, they were largely dependent
on their children. Elderly couples in
rural areas who didn’t have any chil-
dren were shifted to old people’s hom-
es near their towns or counties where
they were taken care of.

To deal with the population aging
problem in rural areas and to help
farmers lead a better life, an endow-
ment insurance was established 15
years ago. The social insurance pro-
gram is open to all rural residents and
the pension amount it offers is much
lower than urban pension funds.

Under the present mechanism, a
person should deposit about 2,000-
6,000 yuan per year for 15 years to be
eligible to receive a pension of a few

hundred yuan a month after retire-
ment at the age of 60. One can choose
to pay in bulk. But since the insurance
program is operated on a provincial/
municipal basis, the insurance premi-
um and the pension amount one gets
can differ greatly depending on the
development level of the provin-
ce/municipality and the percentage of
rural residents in the local population.

The average pension is about
1,400 yuan per month in Shanghai, 887
yuan in Beijing, 190 yuan in Guang-
dong province and 128 yuan in Sich-
uan province. Rural residents, espe-
cially those who have retired, are
happy with the insurance program.
The pension amount, though humble,
is enough to pay for food in rural areas,
especially since elderly people can
raise chickens and grow vegetables in
their courtyards. They can earn some
money also from the fruits that grow
on the trees. And if rural residents are
too old to till their land and harvest the
crops, they can lease out their plots
and orchards to other farmers to earn
some money.

Despite being beneficial, howev-
er, the rural insurance program can't
solve all the problems, problems such
as how to deal with the rising number
of elderly residents in rural areas who
need financial support as well as elder-
care. Statistics from the seventh natio-
nal census in 2020 show that people
aged above 60 made up 23.81 percent
of the total rural population, 7.99 per-
centage points more than in urban
areas. Many youths migrate from rural
to urban areas in search of better-pay-
ing jobs and to lead a better life, leav-
ing their elderly parents and/or grand-
parents in villages. Governments at dif-
ferent levels have been taking meas-
ures to ensure such elderly people
receive proper care. The Ministry of
Civil Affairs, together with 20 other
ministries and institutions, published
the "Guidelines for Speeding up the
Development of Elderly Care for Rural
Residents".

According to the guidelines, by the
end of next year, all the 1,299 counties
in the country are expected to have at
least one support/service center for
helpless rural residents. There are
about 16,000 such centers with a total
of 1.68 million beds in China. More
such facilities are being built across
China to provide proper eldercare to
all those who need it.
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Farmers' Struggle

The plight of marginal farmers in India is an urgent
issue that demands immediate attention. These
farmers, who own or lease less than one hectare of

land, represent over 65 per cent of the farming commu-
nity. Their challenges are manifold, compounded by the
impacts of climate change and inadequate access to
essential resources. One of the most pressing issues
highlighted by recent reports is the shrinking income of
marginal farmers. As farm incomes decline, many farm-
ers are forced to seek supplementary livelihoods. This
trend, exacerbated by erratic weather patterns, poses a
significant threat to the sustainability of agriculture in
India. Nearly half of the respondents in a recent survey
reported crop losses in key crops like paddy, cotton,
wheat, and potatoes, severely affecting their economic
stability. Despite the critical role that marginal farmers
play in the agricultural sector, they face significant bar-
riers in accessing government schemes and services.
While over 86 per cent of respondents reported receiving
Direct Benefit Transfers, other vital supports like insti-
tutional credit, crop insurance and technical inputs
remain out of reach for many. This disconnect highlights
the need for more inclusive and accessible policies that
address the unique challenges faced by these farmers.
The current agricultural policies must evolve to recog-
nise the limited nature of land as a production factor
while leveraging the potential of capital, labour, and
technology. Meaningful interventions in areas such as
dairying, livestock, horticulture, and intensive protected
cultivation can provide alternative income sources and
improve the resilience of marginal farmers. Technical
support services for commodity clusters should be
strengthened to ensure farmers receive the necessary
guidance and resources.

Climate Resistant Agriculture (CRA) is another cru-
cial area that requires attention. While many farmers
have heard of CRA, their ability to implement these prac-
tices depends largely on the availability of extension
services and technical inputs. The reality is that most
farmers rely on village-level input suppliers for infor-
mation on seeds, nutrients, insecticides, and pesticides.
This reliance underscores the need for better outreach
and education programmes that can provide accurate
and timely information to farmers. Linking programmes
like MNREGA with CRA initiatives has shown promise in
states such as Odisha, Maharashtra, and Bihar. These
efforts need to be scaled up and replicated nationwide to
build a robust support system for marginal farmers. Fur-
thermore, the convergence of the ministries of rural
development and agriculture, under the leadership of
experienced policymakers, can drive more grounded
and effective farm policies. 

The role of civil society and the private sector in
supporting marginal farmers cannot be overstated.
Farmer collectives, self-help groups, and other commu-
nity-based organisations can significantly enhance the
bargaining power of farmers, providing them with better
access to services and markets. Private sector initiatives,
such as climate-smart villages and digital weather index-
based insurance, also offer innovative solutions that can
mitigate the risks associated with farming. It is impera-
tive that all stakeholders work together to create a
supportive ecosystem that empowers farmers and
enables them to become viable entrepreneurs in India’s
green economy. 

Strategic Patience

The US Federal Reserve chairman Jerome Powell’s
current stance on interest rates reflects a prudent
approach to economic policy. As inflation shows

signs of easing, the Fed is exercising caution before mak-
ing any hasty decisions on rate cuts. This measured
approach is vital for maintaining economic stability and
ensuring that the gains made in recent years are not
prematurely undone. Mr Powell’s remarks at Portugal
underscore the complexity of the Fed’s mandate to bal-
ance inflation and employment. While data for May
indicated no increase in the Fed’s preferred measure of
inflation, and a reduction in the 12-month rate to 2.6
per cent, it remains above the 2 per cent target. This
cautious optimism is tempered by the understanding
that these figures need to be consistent and indicative of
underlying trends before any policy shifts can be confi-
dently made. The strength of the US economy affords
the Fed the luxury of time. This is crucial in a period
marked by both global and domestic uncertainties. Mr
Powell’s assertion that the economy’s robustness allows
for a careful approach to rate cuts highlights a strategic
patience. The central bank is well aware of the risks of
moving too quickly, which could jeopardise the eco-
nomic expansion and potentially trigger a recession.
One of the more nuanced aspects of Mr Powell’s state-
ment is the acknowledgment of the “two-sided risks” in
the current economic environment. On one hand, there
is the risk of inflation not being fully under control, and
on the other, the risk of increasing unemployment if
policy remains too tight for too long. This delicate bal-
ance is at the heart of the current deliberations. The
Fed’s cautious stance is also a response to the intricate
dynamics of the labour market. While some measures
suggest the job market is strong, the potential for trade-
offs between further inflation control and rising unem-
ployment cannot be ignored. Mr Powell’s comments
suggest that the Fed is acutely aware of these dynamics
and is striving to avoid the pitfalls of premature policy
adjustments that could harm employment levels.

Investors and policymakers alike are keenly watch-
ing the upcoming employment and inflation reports.
These will play a crucial role in shaping the Fed’s deci-
sions in the coming months. The anticipation of a rate
cut in September is a reflection of the market’s sensitivi-
ty to the Fed's signals. However, Mr Powell’s emphasis on
patience indicates that the Fed is not driven by market
expectations but by a thorough analysis of economic
indicators. The timing of the first rate cut, whenever it
may be, will send a significant signal to the market. It is
not merely about easing borrowing costs but about start-
ing a cycle that will bring rates to a level conducive to
sustained economic growth. The Fed’s aim is to reach a
neutral stance where monetary policy neither stimu-
lates nor restricts economic activity excessively.

The fires of hell
Vol. CXXXXXVIII  158

Some people are more vulnerable than others to the effects of climate change on

health. In fact, climate-sensitive health risks are disproportionately felt by the most

vulnerable and disadvantaged, including women, unborn babies, children, ethnic minorities,

poor communities, migrants or displaced persons, older populations, and those with

pre-existing medical conditions
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SIR, It is clear from the mass
deaths as result of a stampede at a
satsang in Hathras that no lessons
have been learnt from previous
gatherings at religious events.
Lack of crowd management, cou-
pled with overcrowding, led to the
deadly stampede at the religious
event. It was self-evident that the
organizers did not follow up their

schemes for ‘drawing crowds’
with those for ‘managing crowds’. 

The tragedies of the kind in
Hathras and poverty are connect-
ed. It is observable that poor peo-
ple go to spiritual centres and
prayer meetings in the hope of
getting some relief from suffering
and some comfort in the face of
the harsh realities of life. 

Self-styled godmen often
take advantage of their poverty
and gullibility and build a large
following. Deified as god men
with ‘supernatural powers’, they
hold a sway over their followers. 

In the Hathras incident, the
devotees were said to have been
trampled in the frenzied rush to
get a glimpse of Bhole Baba, greet
him and collect some soil from

around his feet. 
The tragedy exposed the

woefully inadequate health infra-
structure in Uttar Pradesh; the
injured people who were taken to
hospitals in mini-lorries instead

of ambulances did not receive
timely medical aid or treatment
for want of (or at least a dearth
of) doctors and nurses.  Ensuring
the safety of people at all places
and at all times is a primary

responsibility of the government
and it should spare no effort to
fulfil it.

Yours, etc., G.David Milton,
Maruthancode, 

Tamil Nadu, 3 July. 

Exploiting   poor
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New eldercare

hubs needed to

better serve

rural residents

CHANGE STIFLED

SIR, In the aftermath of India winning  the T20 World Cup title we have been absolutely delirious with joy.
Our woes about our scam-ridden education system, flagged by NEET and NET debacles seem to be
receding, as we glow over our victory in sports. This elation percolates down to the students in schools and
colleges. This reminds me of a passage that I read in the novella The English Teacher written by the cele-
brated author R K Narayan. The speaker is a disgruntled teacher who decries the educational system that
passes the buck by stating that lack of funds has led to the malfunctioning of schools. “Multiply your
expenses, and look to the Government for support, and sell your soul to the Government for the grant. This
is the history of our educational movement. And another thing. What a fuss they have learnt to make of
sports! As if colleges and schools were gymnasia, the main business of which is to turn out sturdy idiots.
When I think of all the pampering and sentimentality of sports and games!” ... “The main business of an
educational institution is to shape the mind and character and of course games have their value. Why wor-
ship sports, and the eleven stalwart idiots who bring in a shield or a cup? It is all a curse, copying, copying,
copying. We could as well have been born monkeys to justify our powers of imitation.” RK Narayan
wrote The English Teacher in 1945. In the 21st century, change is being stifled by continuity, it seems.

Yours, etc., Sanjukta Dasgupta, Kolkata, 2 July.
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On Friday morning seismographs in
various parts of the world recorded what
is stated to be a very violent earthquake.
Faenza reported that “the quivering of
the apparatus carried off the quills from
the instrument.” A Sydney message
speaks of “the shocks roaring through
the instrument,” and Cape Town
declares that the disturbance lasted for
21 hours. The latest message dated from
Melbourne on Saturday says that the
shocks affected the instruments even
more severely than the Japanese distur-
bances. Since then not a word more has
been heard about the earthquake. Where
did it take place?

BRITISH PLEDGE 
TO SUDAN

REGRET regarding the attitude of
the Egyptian Government and Parlia-
ment over the question of the Sudan
was expressed by Mr. MacDonald in
the House of Commons to-day. The
Premier said the statement in the
Egyptian Parliament and the action
taken to create trouble in the Sudan
could only be explained as an attempt
to force the British Premier’s hand and
to deprive Zaghlul Pasha of the liberty
of negotiation.

Mr. MacDonald continued that in
view of what had happened it was
necessary for him to make it clear to
all concerned that he did not believe
that the House of Commons would
accept any arrangement which would
break our  pledges  to  the Sudan
(cheers) or jeopardize the present
administration and development of
that country. He still trusted that those
responsible for the Government of
both countr ies  would refuse to  
countenance impossible demands
which would destroy the prospect of
a settlement.

FRONTIER MURDERS

DARING OUTRAGES
AT KOHAT

The Pioneer Frontier correspondent
wires: - A report has been received of the
murder on June 21, of Mohamed Akram
Khan,  naib a tehildor of Kohat district,
while travelling on a tonga on the Kohat-
Banun Road. He was attacked by a gang
and received several bullet wounds and
succumbed immediately.

On June 29 a tum-tum driver was
shot dead in Kohat cantonment near the
railway station by an unknown assistant.

AN OLD HARROVIAN

MR. J. A. APCAR'S
MUNIFICENT
BENEFACTIONS

THE May number of the Harrovian
makes a graceful acknowledgment of
the munificent gift  of  £10,000
bequeathed to Harrow by Mr. J. A.
Apcar who died in October last. Mr.
Apcar's previous benefactions to the
school appear to have been numerous.
“In 1917,” writes the Harrovian, “he
purchased and added to the Philathlet-
ic Field 3.5 acres. He next presented the
Challenge Cup for Boxing, and just
before his death purchased or author-
ized others to purchase on his behalf a
further 6.5 acres adjoining the Philath-
letic Field, and to erect a cottage for a
ground-man. The cost of the legacy will
be devoted to building the long-needed
tower, and decorating the interior of
Speech-room, and to adding largely to
the present unfinished War Memorial
Building. Like many philanthropists he
shunned the light of day, but in his will
he allowed his name to be known as the
donor of these gifts to his old School,
and it  is  hoped that the tower of
Speech-room will be called the Apcar
Tower”

INDIAN COLLIERIES

SPECIAL RULES &
SUPPLY OF
EXPLOSIVES

AT a meeting of the Colliery Man-
agers' Association in India held in the
Jharia Club on Monday last, the follow-
ing resolutions were unanimously
passed : -

“This meeting heartily endorses the
arrangement arrived at between the
Mines Department and the Council
whereby the Special Rules of the Mines
Act will be more rigidly enforced and
that all colliery managers should submit
bona fide cases without delay.”

“This meeting wishes to put on
record the serious condition into which
the supply and distribution of explosives
for the coal-field has been allowed to
lapse and that the explosive agents be
called upon to keep more intimately in
touch with the growing demands of the
coal-field.”
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NEWS ITEMS

OCCASIONAL NOTE

ACROSS

1 Exact revenge and look after

number one? 

(3,4,3,4)

9 To desert, returning cards 

(5)

10 The colour of blood? (5,4)

11 Activity for those preferring

it over IT? (8)

12 Draw saw (6)

14 Donald�s expression of

impatience about yellowish

hue (5)

16 One spinning act of

cowardice, perhaps, as high-

class (3-6)

19 See Rolling Stones outside

Suffolk town 

(3,4,2)

20 Good to harness energy of

member of younger

generation (5)

21 She, perhaps, finds absence

at the core of hollow man 

(6)

23 Cut seed corn for threshing

(8)

26 Fatigue of auditor having

more than one drink around

start of session 

(9)

27 Excuse of boxer swinging this

way and that? (5)

28 25 maybe designate party

line 

(10,4)

Down

1 Answer clue, but not this

one? Explain (3,6)

2 Beat automated programme

set up with input from 

CV-scanners 

(5)

3 Bow tie grabbed by Labour

supporter? Infamy! 

(9)

4 Double check to determine

who should be put in the

picture 

(6-4)

5 Means of top-down influence

(4)

6 Listening device left in � note

something sticking out 

(5)

7 Top and bottom marks

separately gained by

university fellow (9)

8 Passed something in joint? 

(4)

13 Main issue when hunting is

permitted 

(4,6)

15 Weekend warriors in a stew

over controversial issue 

(3,6)

17 Longer across than down

lights on crossword allow

puzzle enthusiast to start 

(9)

18 Traditional philosopher

embracing online mobile

platform (9)

21 Fall out of party dress 

(4)

22 Body suits taken up by

female (5)

24 Indian side seen in Andorra

and Italy (5)

25 Something swelling lower

down plughole? (4)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12

13

14 15 16 17 18

19 20

21 22 23 24

25

26 27

28

CROSSWORD

B A T T E R S E A C O O K
S B W H A D N N
I C O N I F Y V E R T I G O
L L N M E I O S
V O I C E L E S S B O N E S
E S S B O
R E H A B T R E L L I S E S

E E E A E T
B O S P H O R U S D R E A M
I E Y V A
A L A R M L A G E R B E E R
S R O I O E N V
S T R A T U M I M P A S S E
E O H B N R O L
D A W N L O N G J O H N S

YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION

NO-292830

BASAB DASGUPTA

I
am thankful that I have witnessed
some of the most significant
advances in technology in my
lifetime; moon landing, the inter-

net, smartphone and DNA analysis
just to name a few. The next revolu-
tion will involve Artificial Intelligence
(AI) in every aspect of our lives.

Even without AI, I often feel over-
whelmed by recent advances in tech-
nology and wonder if we, especially
the older folks, are going backwards
in terms of our convenience and
expenditure with all the new innova-
tions.

I will give several examples from
my daily life to make the point. My
first gripe is about the invasion of
“apps”. Every business wants their app
installed on our cell phone. The stated
reason is to offer us convenience, but
it gets confusing and time-consuming
when we need to navigate through
dozens of apps; it also overloads the
memory of the phone and forces us
to buy more storage. I especially dis-
like apps of grocery stores and crave
the old days when I could just use a
store card to get the sale price instead
of fumbling through choices and
clicks. I often do not even take advan-
tage of the sale prices.

Cars are becoming incredibly
advanced in using technology. While
some recent features related to safety
are great, other features only cause
anxiety and expense even though the
intentions might have been good. I
had a car with slick push buttons to
open doors instead of traditional
mechanical handles. Suddenly, one
button stopped functioning. My only
choice was to go to the dealership and
pay close to $200. Mechanical handles
used to last forever.  I made sure that
my next car had mechanical handles.

Newer cars no longer come with
spare tires. The stated reasons are to
increase trunk space and fuel efficien-

cy by reducing weight. It is unnerving
for me to go on a long-distance trip
without a spare tire. Cars have
stopped providing DVD players with
the radio. If one wants to listen to
one’s favourite songs one must rely on
a cell phone and “Bluetooth”. I am
tempted to replace my car radio with
a DVD player and keep a spare tire
anyway.

All companies are going away
from providing instruction manuals,
printed on paper. Now it is all on their
website or accessible on cellphone
using a QR code. Call me old-fash-
ioned but I prefer flipping through
pages to the right information as
opposed to navigating on a computer
or phone screen using various tool-
bars, side bars and icons. The compa-
nies save money by reducing the cost
of printing the manuals and can also
preach their goal about saving trees.
Only the customers are inconve-
nienced.

Speaking of companies improv-
ing their bottom line, all customer
services of all companies have now
been automated, which does not help
the customers at all if the problem

requires a detailed explanation. If the
customer insists on talking to a per-
son, he/she will end up talking to
either a ChatGPT robot or someone
from a country like the Philippines or
Guatemala who can barely speak Eng-
lish.

Controls for electronic devices
and home appliances are getting
increasingly more complex. There are
so many options it is easy to get con-
fused while pushing the buttons to
perform a specific function. Of course,
it is not difficult to perform those tasks
if the instruction manuals are handy,
but without manuals they defy com-
mon sense. Also, there is no standard-
ization; operation of a Samsung TV
can be entirely different from a Toshi-
ba TV, for example.

My other gripe is about the font
size of instructions. As the sizes of all
devices get smaller and smaller, so do
the letters in any instructions, often
requiring a reading glass.

The idea of running cars and
appliances without human involve-
ment scares me. If the point is that a
robot with all the relevant sensors can
perform in the same way as a human

being, I get it. What worries me are
unexpected events, components not
working properly because of age or
fatigue and lack of instantaneous
communications.

I miss those days when I could
look at my photo albums by myself or
with others and reminisce about past
events. Now, I am overloaded with
hundreds if not thousands of photos
on my cell phone. I do not like looking
at a computer screen or smartphone
screen. I typically print out a selected
few and paste them in an album just
like the old days.

The same thing happens when
I want to watch a movie. It is not
just the “pay per view”; now I am
bombarded with “streaming servic-
es” from Netflix, Hulu, Amazon etc.
who not only stream hit movies but
produce their  own.  I  get  over-
whelmed by choices and end up
watching old movies on some clas-
sic movie channel.

I suspect that the reason for all
these advances is the burning desire
of the young engineers to use their
innovative minds with encourage-
ment and incentives from their
employers to help the customers.
The real reason for the employers is
improving their bottom lines. My
belief is that the younger engineers
do not have enough life experience
to consider if their products are
being useful to all customers, espe-
cially the ones who are older and/or
live in rural environments and lack a
global perspective about what can
possibly go wrong (a disruption in
supply chain caused by war, for
example).

Inconvenience and added expen-
diture are one thing but all high-tech
companies now seem to be engaged
in spying on us and monitoring our
activities. Their goal is to learn our
tastes and spending habits so that
they can market their products to us
better. Just say loudly in your living

room that you are planning to buy an
item XYZ. Next day, ads will pop up
on the screen telling you where you
can buy XYZ.

How do the companies do it? We
have allowed, perhaps without realiz-
ing, several devices which can pick up
our private conversations: Alexa and
cell phone just to name two. This
aspect of advance in technology is
both creepy and worrisome. It is only
going to get worse with a full-scale
invasion of AI. I feel like throwing
away my smart phone and going back
to dial-up home phones.

One of my friends summarized it
best by saying that "If necessity is the
mother of invention, making a buck
is the father of invention”.

I am not against clever marketing
schemes, but I worry about what
would happen if the technology fell
into the wrong hands. Identity theft,
electronic depletion of bank accounts,
publicizing of health issues and other
private matters, political persecution
are just some immediate concerns
which are already happening.

Advances in technology are caus-
ing me inconvenience, unnecessary
expenses and anxiety. As a result, I am
living how I used to live thirty or forty
years ago by avoiding most new fea-
tures. I feel that I am no longer in con-
trol; there are too many predeter-
mined options. I can imagine a day
when technology will eventually strip
us of our material possessions, private
information and even thought
processes; we will have nothing to
hide and will all become completely
transparent. This will be the ultimate
in going back – going back to the cave-
man days. The conspiracy theorists
speculate that this is all by design so
that the elusive “Illuminati” can con-
trol all of us like a bunch of cavemen
zombies.

(The writer, a physicist who worked in industry
and academia, is a Bengali settled in America.)

SMRUTI S PATTANAIK

B
angladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina was the first
guest on a bilateral visit India
received from the neighbour-

hood after the National Democratic
Alliance government led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi took over
power in New Delhi. This visit had
been pending for some time, due to
the Indian parliamentary election.
Hasina was elected for the fourth con-
secutive term in January in an elec-
tion boycotted by the opposition.

The bilateral relationship has been
on the upswing since 2007 when the
military-backed caretaker regime was
in power. The relationship strength-
ened and bolstered further during the
Hasina regime. The main pillars of this
bilateral relationship have been zero
tolerance for terrorism, regional con-
nectivity for further trade, and regional
integration. In this context, India has
extended the $8 billion Line of Credit
for upgrading the transport network to
restore the connectivity that existed
prior to the 1965 India-Pakistan war.
The sixth cross-border rail link
between Agartala and Akhaura was
inaugurated in November last year.

Bilateral relations have flour-
ished, given the political will of the
two countries. Both have forged devel-
opment partnerships, and Indian-
funded projects are monitored by the
foreign ministers of the two countries
to hasten processes so that the delay
in implementing the projects can be
addressed at the highest level. India is
also implementing 93 High-Impact
Community Development Projects

(HICDPs) amounting to $50 million,
which are basically grant projects.

Trade has increased exponential-
ly, touching around $14 billion from
$2 billion in 2007 prior to Hasina com-
ing to power. India has extended duty-
free access to several items that help
Bangladesh’s garment industry. To
overcome the dollar crisis that
plagued most of the countries post-
Covid-19 as foreign reserves shrank,
India has introduced trade in rupees.
As reported, “Trade settlement
through Indian rupee will only apply
to export amount from Bangladesh
while the rest of imports from India
will be settled in US dollars”.

There has been criticism that the
trade is in India’s favour and that India
needs to import more from
Bangladesh. Notably, Bangladesh’s
trade with India was a mere $80 mil-
lion a few years back; now, it has
touched nearly $2 billion as it emerges
as the largest trading partner in South
Asia. While connectivity, like the use of
waterways and railways, has boosted
trade, non-tariff barriers and phy-
tosanitary measures are major chal-
lenges to growth in bilateral trade. In
nearly a decade or so, capacity-build-
ing measures have helped the
Bangladesh Standard Testing Institute
control the quality of products that are
being exported to India. The “e-suvid-
ha” portal has also helped ease border
congestion, where truckers used to
wait for 2-3 days to unload goods.

Operationalising Chittagong and
Mongla Ports in 2023 would help
Northeast India, Nepal and Bhutan
export their products. Both countries
are discussing signing a Comprehen-

sive Economic Partnership Agree-
ment. Bangladesh is already in talks
with China to sign a Free Trade Agree-
ment, which will be discussed during
Hasina's visit to China starting July 8.

This visit is important for several
reasons. First, high-level engagement
between the two countries always
helps in building trust and confidence
and ironing out differences on issues.
Both countries emphasised “future-
oriented partnership”, and
Bangladesh considers itself an “indis-
pensable partner in the development
of India’s northeastern region”. The
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal
(BBIN) connectivity was emphasised
as the two countries decided to com-
mence goods-train service from
Gede-Darshana through Chilahati-
Haldibari up to Hasimara via Dalgaon
railhead near the Bhutan border. India
will provide financial assistance to the
Katihar-Parbatipur-Bornagar interlink
for grid connectivity.

River water sharing has been a
major issue. India has not been able to
sign the Teesta treaty due to West Ben-
gal’s opposition. Bangladesh has
raised this issue several times. During
this visit, India has proposed to con-
serve and manage the Teesta River
inside Bangladesh with Indian assis-
tance within a mutually agreed-upon
timeframe. India’s proposal came after
the Chinese proposed $1 billion for
embarking and dredging Teesta as
well as building a reservoir to con-
serve water in 2020.

China Power has completed the
Teesta survey. Prime Minister Hasina
has said that Bangladesh’s interest as
well as its financial feasibility will be

kept in mind while considering the
two proposals. Bangladesh’s Foreign
Ministry, in a statement, said it will
evaluate geopolitical considerations
when making a decision on both the
proposals. India is concerned about
China’s involvement in Teesta, which
is very close to the Siliguri corridor.

The Ganges water treaty will
expire in 2026. Both countries have set
up a joint technical committee to
examine the renewal of this treaty.
Meanwhile, in a letter to Prime Minis-
ter Modi, the West Bengal Chief Min-
ister has raised the state's concerns
regarding water sharing with
Bangladesh and accused the central
government of not consulting the
state. The Ganges Water Treaty, signed
in 1996, had the support of the then
Chief Minister of West Bengal, Jyoti
Basu. Politics over water has largely
impacted bilateral relations. The
Farakka barrage was a major bone of
contention until the signing of the
treaty in 1996. Bangladesh, under the
BNP government, raised the issue at
the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM)
Summit and at the UN long ago.

Bangladesh is ranked ninth glob-
ally for climate disaster risk in the
World Risk Index 2023. Bangladesh
will co-lead the “Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion and Management” pillar of the
Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative. Prime
Minister Hasina has always champi-
oned climate change issues in inter-
national forums, given Bangladesh's
vulnerability to global warming and
frequent cyclones.

The opposition political party, the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP),
which had boycotted the 2024 January

parliamentary election, has been
extremely critical of Hasina’s visit to
India. The reactions are on expected
lines, as the party has pursued an anti-
India stance since its inception. The
BNP has always accused Hasina of sell-
ing sovereignty, being an “Indian
agent”, and equated connectivity with
India as undermining Bangladesh’s
security.

It also accused Hasina of giving
India these concessions to remain in
power. The BNP holds that India is
responsible for the continuation of the
Hasina government and the lack of free
and fair elections in Bangladesh. Ironi-
cally, by not participating in the elec-
tion both in 2014 and 2024, the BNP
has tried to undermine the electoral
process in the expectation of external
intervention. Some of its leaders sup-
ported a recently orchestrated “India
out” campaign that was started by a
Bangladeshi living in France, which did
not have much traction domestically.

Both China and Russia stood
strongly behind Hasina and support-
ed the January election. Yet, in populist
politics, any opposition to India has
domestic resonance, and political par-
ties expect to harness this to bolster
their political stance against the ruling
party. As Hasina embarks on a visit to
China after 10 years, from July 8-11,
this will be closely watched in New
Delhi. Yet she is the only South Asian
leader who has deftly tackled the India-
China contest for influence and navi-
gated the murky waters of diplomacy
to benefit by engaging both countries
and balancing their interests.

The Kathmandu Post/ANN.

Driven to the past by
a frightening future

One important visit, another to follow
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Sensex closes above
80,000, Nifty tops 24,300
After opening at 80,321.79 the Sensex rose 0.50pc to hit its fresh record high of 80,392.64
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 4JULY

F
or the first time, Sen-
sex achieved a historic
milestone by closing
above the 80,000 mark

while the Nifty 50 also ended
above the 24,300 mark. 

However, despite open-
ing higher, both indices
retraced most of their gains
throughout the day and
closed only marginally high-
er.

After opening at 80,321.79
the Sensex rose 0.50pc to hit
its fresh record high of
80,392.64. However, the index
erased most gains and set-
tled just 63 points, or 0.08%,
up at 80,049.67.

Nifty 50 opened at
24,369.95 against its previ-
ous close of 24,286.50 and also
clocked a gain of about half
a per cent to make a fresh
peak of 24,401 closing 16
points, or 0.06pc, up at
24,302.15.

BSE Midcap and Smallcap
indices hit fresh record highs
and closed with gains as the
BSE Midcap and Smallcap

indices ended 0.60% higher
each. The overall market
capitalisation of the firms list-
ed on the BSE rose to a
record level of nearly Rs
447.36 lakh crore.

On Nifty 50, the gainers
were Tata Motors (2.75pc),
HCL Tech (2.63pc) and ICICI
Bank (2.53pc) while the
shares of HDFC Bank
(2.30pc), Bajaj Finance
(2.06pc) and Adani Enter-
prises (1.47pc) closed as the
top losers.

Among the sectors, Bank

Nifty at 0.03% closed almost
flat. The Private Bank index
and PSU Bank index inched
up by 0.07pc and 0.16pc.

Nifty Pharma up by
1.39pc, Healthcare by 1.28pc,
IT by 1.10pc and Auto up by
0.73pc stood at the top gain-
ers.

HDFC Bank shares
dropped over 2pc to Rs 1,727
per share maikng it the top
Nifty loser.

Shares of Bandhan Bank
surged 2pc to Rs 214 per share
after it exhibited strong

growth in advances and
deposits in the April-June
quarter.

Shares of Cello World
surged nearly 7pc to hit an
all-time high of Rs 1,025
after the company launched
a qualified institutional
placement to raise Rs 730
crore. As per the recent data,
Indian indices have risen
nearly 10pc in dollar terms
in this current calendar year.

Compared to India, UK’s
FTSE 100 is up 5.77pc in
CY24, while France's CAC 40
dipped by 1.1pc. Germany's
DAX gained 7.2pc. In Asia,
Japan's Nikkei and Topix
each saw gains of 6.2pc,
while Hong Kong's Hang
Seng moved up 5.8pc.
China's Shanghai Compos-
ite has fallen 2.5pc with
South Korea's Kospi also
registering a fall of 1pc. 

Zomato relaunches 'Intercity

Legends' service with mini-

mum order  value of Rs 5K:

Online food delivery plat-

form Zomato has relaunched

its 'Intercity Legends' service

with a minimum order value

of Rs 5,000. The service,

which allowed users to order

food from popular restau-

rants in other cities, was

paused in April and has been

relaunched with a fresh look

within the app. It is now

called "Legends" and allows

users to customise their

orders with dishes from vari-

ous restaurants across cities

in the same transaction. All

orders placed before 7 p.m.

will be delivered the next

day.

India sees highest-ever office

space transactions with 33

pc growth  in Jan-June

period: India�s office market

clocked the highest-ever

transaction volume in the

January-June period this year

at 34.7 million square feet

across the top eight cities, a

report showed on Thursday.

The transactions recorded a

growth of 33 per cent (year-

on-year) in H1 2024, from

26.1 million square feet in H1

2023, according to the

report by Knight Frank

India.2024 with both residen-

tial and commercial office

transactions noting record

highs,� Baijal added.

Finance Ministry declares 7.1

pc interest rate for Central

govt staff PF schemes: The

Finance Ministry has

announced a 7.1 per cent

interest rate for the Central

government employees�

General Provident Fund (GPF)

and other similar provident

fund schemes for the July-

September quarter. The

Finance Ministry in a circular

dated July 3, said: "It is

announced for general infor-

mation that during the year

2024-2025, accumulations at

the credit of subscribers to

the General Provident Fund

and other similar funds shall

carry interest at the rate of

7.1 per cent with effect

from 1st July 2024 to 30th

September 2024. �

Electric 2-wheelers see

growth in last 2 months, Ola

Electric loses market share:

The electric vehicle (EV) pen-

etration improved in the

Indian two-wheeler (2W) sec-

tor over the last two

months after incentives

almost halved in April, a

report said on Thursday,

adding that Ola Electric lost

market share while TVS

Motor Co Ltd (TVSL) gained.

THUMBNAILS

Concession for women entrepreneurs, MSMEs
in petroleum & explosives ventures: Goyal
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 4 JULY:

The Central government has
announced an 80% conces-
sion for women entrepre-
neurs and 50% for MSMEs in
fees for licences granted by the
Petroleum and Explosives
Safety Organisation (PESO).

Announcing the decision,
Union Minister of Commerce
and Industry Piyush Goyal said
the directions are given to PESO
to formulate guidelines in
consultation with the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) and the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas
(MoPNG) for creating a tem-
plate of safety measures allow-
ing retail outlets of petrol
pumps to function in cases
where there is habitation
within 30-50 metres.

He said the QR code for
cylinders is incorporated in
the draft Gas Cylinders Rules
(GCR) and final notification
will be out soon.

The minister directed the
formation of a committee to
study if a licence for explosives,
transport, and manufactur-
ing can be given for ten years;
a committee will examine

the issue regarding increas-
ing the validity of licence to
10 years as all licences except
for explosives are given for ten
years.

To further streamline
processes, he called for efforts
to be made to involve Third
Party Inspection Agencies
(TPIAs) in more areas.

He said online permis-
sion modules would be devel-
oped by PESO for a few areas
that are yet offline. The min-
ister directed that the process
for filling up vacancies in
PESO must be expedited.

During the deliberations,
Piyush Goyal emphasised
the simplification of process-
es and approvals in PESO
and directed to the adop-
tion of the best global prac-
tices for the regulation of
petroleum and explosives.

PESO officers were asked

to strictly adhere to the time-
lines for clearing applica-
tions. It was also decided to
issue FAQs for different
approvals and licences. The
Minister directed that NOC
by District Authorities should
be issued through Licensing
System for District Authori-
ty (LSDA) online system. 

In response to the sug-
gestions given and issues
raised by the industry during
the consultation, the Minis-
ter directed MoPNG and the
concerned industry associa-
tions to form committees to
carve out details of sugges-
tions made by them.

These committees were
tasked to study and recom-
mend best practices and
standards. He suggested these
industry committees review
and propose amendments to
regulatory rules and frame-
works to expedite and stream-
line processes.

He also directed the DPIIT
to form a committee con-
sisting of industry represen-
tatives, PESO officers, DPIIT
officers, CPCB, MoPNG, and
Oil companies to work in a
time-bound manner on sug-
gested reforms.

Surge in production led to 10.2 pc growth
of coal among core industries: Ministry
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 4JULY

The coal sector has demon-
strated highest growth of
10.2% (provisional), for the
month of May 2024 as per the
Index of Eight Core Industries
(ICI)) released by Ministry of
Commerce & Industries.

Reacting on the growth
numbers, the Ministry of
Coal said the driving force
behind this remarkable growth
can be attributed to a signif-
icant surge in coal production
during May 2024, with out-
put reaching an impressive
83.91 million tonnes, mark-
ing a remarkable increase of
10.15% compared to the same
period in the previous year. 

This surge in production
underscores the sector's
capacity to meet growing
demand of energy and man-
ufacturing industries, it said.

Notably, the index of coal
industry has reached 184.7
points during May, 2024 as
compared to 167.6 points
during the same period of last
year and its cumulative index
has increased by 8.9% during
April to May, 2024-25 over cor-
responding period of the pre-
vious year.

The Combined Index of
Eight Core Industries expe-

rienced a notable 6.3%
increase in May 2024, com-
pared to the same period of
previous year, underscoring
the coal sector's substantial
contribution to overall indus-
trial expansion. 

The coal industry has con-
sistently outperformed its
counterparts, demonstrat-
ing higher growth than the
overall growth of eight core
industries in last two finan-
cial years.

ICI measures the com-
bined and individual pro-
duction performance of eight
core industries, viz. cement,
coal, crude oil, electricity,
fertilizers, natural gas, refin-

ery products, and steel.
As per the recent data

released by the Ministry of
Commerce & Industry, the
combined Index of Eight
Core Industries increased by
6.3% (provisional) in May,
2024 as compared to the
Index in May, 2023.

The production of Elec-
tricity, Coal, Steel, Natural
Gas and Refinery Products
recorded positive growth in
May 2024.

Cumulative growth rate of
ICI during April to May, 2024-
25 was 6.5% (provisional) as
compared to the correspon-
ding period of last year, the
ministry said. 

Railways fast tracks production
of 10,000 non-AC coaches 

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 4 JULY

To ease the life of common
passengers, the Indian railways
has planned for the produc-
tion of about 10,000 Non- AC
coaches  for next two years.
According to officials, during
financial year 2024-25  and
2025-26, around 10000 coach-
es are being finalized with a
record number of over 5300
general coaches.

According to a Press com-
munique issued by the nation-
al carrier,  in the FY 2024-25,
the Indian Railways plan to
manufacture 2605 general
coaches including Amrit
Bharat General coaches, 1470
Non AC Sleeper including
Amrit Bharat Sleeper coach-
es, 323 SLR coaches includ-
ing Amrit Bharat SLR Coach-

es, 32 High Capacity Parcel Van
and 55 pantry cars. 

"In FY 2025-26, Railways
plan to manufacture 2710
general coaches including
Amrit Bharat General coach-
es, 1910 Non AC Sleeper
including Amrit Bharat Sleep-
er coaches, 514 SLR Coach-
es including Amrit Bharat
SLR coaches, 200 High Capac-
ity Parcel Van and 110 Pantry
cars.The demand for rail serv-
ice is dynamic and decreas-
es/increases depending upon
seasonal variations, growth of
passenger traffic, etc. The
requirement of the coaches
is based on these factors and
gets included in the annual
Coach Production Pro-
gramme. The production of
coaches normally commen-
surate with the requirement,"
read the Press communique. 

Bitcoin drops over 4 pc to
two-month low at $57,711
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 4JULY

Bitcoin dropped to a two-
month low on Thursday
falling over 4pc to $57,711. 

The fall is amid the uncer-
tainty over the US presi-
dential elections and reports
of bitcoin supply from a
defunct Tokyo-based cryp-
to exchange.

Notably, this is Bitcoin’s
lowest level since May 2,
and has lost more than 6pc
this week.

It dropped below the 200-
day simple moving average
(SMA), a good indicator of
long-term price trends in
both traditional and crypto
markets.

BTC rose past the 200-day
SMA in October, when the
average value was $28,000. 

“BTC crashed to a new
three month low of under 58k
USD before a mini recovery
back to just under 60k USD.
While the local low of BTC
stands at 56.7k USD, anything
lower would take us to a 5
month low in BTC prices. If
not recovered again, 60k
USD may now become a
resistance,” said CoinSwitch

Markets Desk.
In the past 30 days, Bit-

coin has fallen 18.31pc. The
slump comes after the token
reached an all time high of
above $73,700 in March large-
ly driven by the regulatory
approval and launch of spot
Bitcoin exchange traded
funds.

Ether was also trading
slightly over 1pc lower at
$3,213.0, down over 22pc
from its peak in mid-March.

Ether's price declined by
over 5.4%, falling below
$3,200. 

Other prominent tokens
like Binance's BNB, Solana,
and Dogecoin also experi-
enced decreases of 6.1pc,
8.8pc, and 7.2pc 
respectively.

In Asia, Japan's Nikkei
and Topix each saw
gains of 6.2pc, while
Hong Kong's Hang
Seng moved up 5.8pc

I, SANGHAMITRA Roy, D/o.
Shyama Prasad Basu, resi-
dent of Gaighata Thanar
More, North 24 Parganas,
solely affirmed and
declared before the Ld.
A.C.J.M. (1st Class),
Bongaon vide Affidavit Sl.
No. 4544 Dt. 02-07-2024 that
Sanghamitra Roy and
Sanghamitra Basu both are
same and identical person.

I, NIKHIL Chandra Biswas,
father of Army No.
14673270L, Rank-NK, Name:
Dipu Biswas, resident of Vill.
+ P.O.: Bhimpur, Tehsil-
Krishnagar, District: Nadia
(WB) have changed my
name from Nikhil Chandra
Biswas to Nikhil Biswas vide
affidavit dated 21-06-2024
before Executive
Magistrate, Krishnagar,
Nadia.

I, ANIRUDHA Sen and
Aniruddha Sen is one and
same identical person by
virtue of an affidavit signed
by 1st Class Judicial
Magistrate at Alipore Court
dated: 25-06-2024.

I, KARTICK Chandra
Khanra, son of Satish
Chandra Khanra declare
that my name has been
wrongly recorded as Kartick
Khanra, instead of my actu-
al name Kartick Chandra
Khanra. Kartick Chandra
Khanra and Kartick Khanra
is one and identical person
vide affidavit declared
before the Notary Public
Kolkata dated: 04-07-2024.

I, BHOBATOSH Tikadar,
S/o. Kalipada Tikadar, resid-
ing at 52 Gobindapur Road,
P.O.: Lake Gardens, P.S.: Lake
Police Station, Kolkata-
700045, also known as
Bhabatarn and Bhabataran

Tikadar, affirm by Affidavit
No. 39941 dated 02-07-2024
before the 1st Class Judicial
Magistrate at Alipore that
all the names mentioned
above refer to the same 
person.

SPL-202407-0023 —
Saraswaty Press Limited
invites for supply of 70 GSM
A4 Copier paper and 58 GSM
Cream wove paper. For
details please visit:
www.saraswatypress.com
& www.wbtenders.gov.in
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NAME CORRECTION 
IN PPO

DEBDAS BANDYOPADHYAY,
S/o. Late Amarnath
Bandyopadhyay, resident
of Flat No. A/2 Parnasree
Pally, Kolkata-700060 has
corrected his name, as
mentioned in his Pension
Payment Order (PPO) from
DEB DAS BANDYOPADHYAY
to DEBDAS
BANDYOPADHYAY, vide
Affidavit, Sl. No. 1990
dated 26-02-24, before
Judicial Magistrate, 1st
Class, Bishnupur
(Bankura). Henceforth I
shall be known as DEBDAS
BANDYOPADHYAY, for
each and every purpose,
instead of DEB DAS
BANDYOPADHYAY. It is fur-
ther stated that DEBDAS
BANDYOPADHYAY and DEB
DAS BANDYOPADHYAY is
same, one and identical
person.

IN THE CITY CIVIL COURT AT CALCUTTA
Before the Ld. Judge 10th Bench

Money Suit No. 53 of 2020

Sri Rajen Kumar Jaiswal (57 years), son of Late Hari
Ram Shaw (Jaiswal), 21B, Shankar Ghosh Lane, Police
Station: Amherst Street, Kolkata-700006;

... Plaintiff

-Vs-

Asha Jaiswal, wife of Sri Raj Kumar Jaiswal, 91, Bechu
Chatterjee Street, Police Station: Amherst Street,
Kolkata-700009;

... Defendant

To
Asha Jaiswal, wife of Sri Raj Kumar Jaiswal, 91,
Bechu Chatterjee Street, Police Station: Amherst
Street, Kolkata-700009.

WHEREAS the plaintiff herein has filed the above
money suit against the defendant abovenamed for
Recovery of money dues along with interest thereon,
suit valued Rs. 79,72,000 on 28-01-2020 before the
Learned Judge 10th Bench, City Civil Court at Calcutta
which is pending before the said Ld. Court.

Now it is notified that 13-08-2024 has been fixed for
appearance of the defendant. So you being the
defendant abovenamed may appear in person or
through authorized agent before the said Ld. Court
on the said date at 10-30 a.m. and to file written
statement against the said suit for considering the
same or by taking other according to the provisions
of law in default the said suit will be heard and
disposed off ex parte in according with law.

By Order
Kallu Prasad Gond

Chief Administrative Officer
City Civil Court, Calcutta

Date: 05-07-2024

My client MITA
MALAKAR, D/o.
Sudhansu Ranjan
Malakar, of Block-E, Flat
No. 22, CMDA QTRS,
1/3, C. I. T. Scheme, 7M,
Kankurgachi, P.O.:
Ultadanga, P.S.:
Beleghata, Kol.-54, has
lost her Original General
Power of Attorney Deed
which was registered at
A.D.S.R. Behala and
recorded in Book No. I,
being No. 2929 for the
year 2024 (refer to G.D.E.
No. 2259 dated 01-07-
2024, Bhowanipore
Police Station), if 
anybody have found 
kindly return the same at
the address given below.

RANAJIT SHAW
Advocate

76F, South Sinthee
Road, Kol.-30

M: 7980485196
9804812902

F/673/628/2015

GENERAL NOTICE

e-NIT No. 001 / 2nd
Call / GUNV / 2023-
2024, Dated: 03-07-24
and Tender ID:
2024_DSE_706068_1
Memo No.: 06 / NB /
2024-25.
We invite a tender for
the construction of
cycle shade at School.
Last date of (online)
bid submission on 19-
07-2024 at 1-00 p.m.
For details please
visit: https://wbten
ders.gov.in

Head Master
Ghoshpur Union
Netaji Vidyapith

Khanakul-1
Hooghly, WB



C M Y K

KOLKATA, FRIDAY 05 JULY 2024 09
We welcome Juan Fernando Cristo as minister of the interior, who will have the func-
tions of promoting social reforms in Congress, coordinating compliance with the signed
peace accord and building social and political bridges for the national agreement.

COLOMBIAN PRESIDENT GUSTAVO PETRO
TAPPING JUAN FERNANDO CRISTO AS INTERIOR MINISTER

UK Election: Labour hopeful,
Conservatives morose
ASSOCIATED PRESS
LONDON, 4 JULY

B
ritish voters are pick-
ing a new govern-
ment Thursday in a
parliamentary elec-

tion that is widely expected
to bring the Labour Party to
power against a gloomy
backdrop of  economic
malaise, mounting distrust
in institutions and a fraying
social fabric.

A jaded electorate is deliv-
ering its verdict on Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak’s Con-
servative Party, which has
been in power since 2010.
Polls opened at 40,000 polling
stations in a vast variety of
locales including church
halls, a laundromat and a cre-
matorium.

Hundreds of communi-
ties are locked in tight con-
tests in which traditional
party loyalties come sec-
ond to more immediate con-
cerns about the economy,

crumbling infrastructure
and the National Health Ser-
vice.

In Henley-on-Thames,
about 40 miles (65 kilome-
ters) west of London, voters
like Patricia Mulcahy, who
is retired, sensed the nation
was looking for something
different. The community,
which normally votes Con-
servative, may change its
stripes this time.

“The younger generation
are far more interested in
change,’’ Mulcahy said. “So,
I think whatever happens in
Henley, in the country, there
will be a big shift. But who-
ever gets in, they’ve got a heck
of a job ahead of them. It’s
not going to be easy.”

Sunak made the short
journey from his home to
vote at Kirby Sigston Vil-
lage Hall in his Richmond

constituency. 
He arrived with his wife,

Akshata Murty, and walked
hand-in-hand into the vil-
lage hall, which is surrounded
by rolling fields.

The centre-left Labour
Party led by Keir Starmer has
had a steady and signifi-
cant lead in opinion polls for
months, but its leaders have
warned against taking the
election result for granted,
worried their supporters
will stay home.

“Change. Today, you can
vote for it,” he wrote Thurs-
day on the X social media
platform.

A couple of hours after
posting that message,
Starmer walked hand-in-
hand with his wife, Victoria,
into a polling place in the
Kentish Town section of
London to cast his vote. He
left through a back door out
of sight of a crowd of resi-
dents and journalists who
had gathered.

Hezbollah fires more than 200 rockets into Israel 
ASSOCIATED PRESS
BEIRUT, 4 JULY

The Lebanese Hezbollah group
said it launched over 200 rock-
ets on Thursday at several
military bases in Israel in retal-
iation for a strike that killed one
of its senior commanders.

The attack by the Iran-
backed militant group was one
of the largest in the month-
slong conflict along the
Lebanon-Israel border, with
tensions escalating in recent
weeks.

The Israeli military said
“numerous projectiles and
suspicious aerial targets” had
entered its territory from
Lebanon, many of which it
said were intercepted. There
were no immediate reports
of casualties.

It said about 200 “projec-

tiles” were launched toward
the occupied Syrian Golan
Heights and over 20 drones
into Israeli territory, but that
it had intercepted some of
them.

Israel after Hezbollah’s
attack struck various towns
in southern Lebanon. The
Israeli military said it struck
Hezbollah’s “military struc-

tures” in the southern border
towns of Ramyeh and Houla.
Lebanon’s state-run Nation-
al News Agency reported an
Israeli drone strike of Houla
killed at least one person.
Israeli jets also broke the
sound barrier over the
Lebanese capital and other
areas in the country.

Israel on Wednesday

acknowledged that it had
killed Mohammad Naameh
Nasser, who headed one of
Hezbollah’s three regional
divisions in southern Lebanon,
a day earlier.

Hours after the killing,
Hezbollah launched scores of
Katyusha rockets and Falaq
rockets with heavy warheads
into northern Israel and the
occupied Syrian Golan
Heights. 

It launched more rockets
on Thursday and said it had
also sent exploding drones
into several bases.Nasser was
of great importance to Hezbol-
lah, which said he took part in
battles in conflicts in Syria
and Iraq from 2011 until 2016
and fought in the group’s last
war with Israel in 2006. Two
other senior Hezbollah com-
manders have also been killed.

MORE TENDER ADS ON PAGE  4

TENDER
ABRIDGED NOTICE INVITING e-

TENDER NO. -
i) 03(R)/SECY/MZRMC/2023-24 ii)

04/SECY/MZRMC/2024-25
iii) 05/SECY/MZRMC/2024-25

iv) 06/SECY/MZRMC/2024-2025
Dated: 03-07-2024

On behalf of Secretary MZRMC invites
e-tender (online). Tender ID No.-i)
2024_DMM_706142_1 to 4 ii)
2024_DMM_706226_1 iii)
2024_DMM_706195_1 to 6. Last date
of tender download and submission:
19-07-2024 up to 5-00 p.m. and iv)
2024_DMM_706215_1 Last date of
tender download and submission: 12-
07-2024 up to 
5-00 p.m.
Details information download / upload
will be available from website:
http://www.wbtenders.gov.in &
www.malda.nic.in

Sd/-
Secretary 

Malda Zilla RMC, Malda

Memo No. 635(3)/DICO/MLD, dt.: 04-07-24

Notice Inviting E-tender
E.E., on behalf of P.M.Z.P., invites
tenders vide Tender Ref. No. PMD / N-
34 / 2024-25 to PMD / N-39 / 2024-25
& 41, 42, 43, 45, 47, 48, 49, 50 / 24-25.
Submission end date is 12-07-2024 up
to 16-00 hrs. and PMD / N-40 / 2024-
25, 44, 46, 51, 52, 55 / 24-25.
Submission end date is 19-07-2024 up
to 16-00 hrs. PMD / N-56 / 2024-25 to
PMD / N-57 / 2024-25. Submission end
date is 18-07-2024 up to 16-00 hrs.
For details visit website:
www.wbprd.nic.in & 
www.zpmidwest.org For other
details may visit office of the
undersigned during office hours.

Sd/- Executive Engineer
Paschim Medinipur Zilla Parishad

Memo No. 702(3) / Advt. / ICA / Paschim
Medinipur  Dated: 04-07-2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

E-tenders are invited for:
1) Printing & Supply of IEC at
CMOH Office, Kalimpong
(Tender ID:
2024_HFW_706119_1) (Last
Date: 19-07-2024) within 2-00
P.M.
For details visit: 
www.wbtenders.gov.in
The CMOH Office, Kalimpong
E-mail: cmohkalimpong1@
gmail.com

Sd/-
CMOH & Member Secretary

DH & FW Samiti
Kalimpong

e-TENDER NOTICE
Lataguri Gram Panchayet

Under Kranti Development Block
Lataguri, Jalpaiguri

e-Tender have been invited by
the undersigned for different
works vide eNIT-005 / 5TH-
UNTIED / LTG / KRANTI / 2024-
25 (4th Call), Dated: 01-07-2024.
Last date of submission of bid
through online 10-07-2024 up to
17-00 hrs. For details please
visit: https://wbtenders.gov.in
from 02-07-2024 from 17-00 hrs.
respectively.

Sd/- Prodhan
Lataguri Gram Panchayet
Kranti Development Block

Lataguri, Jalpaiguri

e-TENDER NOTICE
Office of the Mal Panchayat Samity

Mal, Jalpaiguri
Notice Inviting Tender by the
undersigned for different works
vide NIT No. WB / 36 / EO / MAL
PS / 2024-25 (2nd call) dated 28-
06-2024 Last date of online bid
submission: 10-07-2024 up to 18-
55 hrs. For further details you
may visit: https://
wbtenders.gov.in

Sd/- Executive Officer
Mal Panchayat Samity

Jalpaiguri
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Stampede: Bodies identified, handed over to families
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HATHRAS, 4 JULY 

H
athras District Mag-
istrate Ashish
Kumar has said that
the bodies of all

victims of the Hathras stam-
pede have been identified and
handed over to their families. 

A total of 121 people,
mostly women, died after the
stampede at self-styled god-
man Baba Bhole's 'satsang'
(religious congregation) in
Hathras on Tuesday.

The district magistrate
said on Thursday, "There
were three bodies which
were unidentified till Wednes-
day. Two of them were iden-
tified late Wednesday night."

Meanwhile, one body has
been identified by the fam-
ily over a video call in Aligarh
hospital and they are on
their way to the facility, he
added.

According to officials, the

crowd at the congregation
exceeded 2.5 lakh, while the
permitted limit was 80,000
people.

Meanwhile, the self-styled
godman Bhole Baba .a.k.a.
Suraj Pal aka Narayan Sakar
Vishwa Hari remains elu-
sive to the police who have
been raiding his ashrams at
several locations in Mad-
hya Pradesh too. His man-
ager Dev Prakash Mathur
also remains untraceable.

Meanwhile, a retired
police officer, Tejveer Singh,
who was then the Station
House Officer of Shahganj,
Agra, recalled the arrest of the
preacher in March 2000.

"Suraj Pal, along with
200-250 people, arrived at the
cremation ground where the
body of a 16-year-old girl had
been brought by her family.
Suraj Pal and the others
stopped the family from per-
forming the last rites, and
tried to convince them that

he could resurrect her," he
said.

According to police sta-
tion records, the girl, Sneh
Lata, was the daughter of a
local resident. The case was
lodged on March 18, 2000.

Singh said the accused
forcibly took the body from
the family. Meanwhile, the
police were informed.

"When we reached the
spot, Suraj Pal and his sup-

porters argued with us. He
claimed that he could res-
urrect the girl. 

His supporters then start-
ed pelting stones at the police
team. Additional police per-
sonnel were called in, and the
situation was brought under
control.  We arrested Suraj Pal
and the others involved,"
said Singh, who retired as
Deputy Superintendent of
Police in 2019.

CM orders replacement of slums with multi-storey buildings in UP
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, 4 JULY   

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath directed the
Urban Development Depart-
ment to plan efforts for the
rehabilitation of slum dwellers
in the state.

The chief minister asked
the department to identify one
slum in each municipal cor-
poration and prepare a plan
for the development of a
multi-story residential com-
plex nearby with basic facil-
ities like schools, markets,
parks, etc.

Yogi Adityanath directed
officials to ensure that the
market developed here is
allotted to the families of the
slum. “The responsibility for
managing the parks built

should also be entrusted to
them. This will lead to the
rehabilitation of slums in a
phased manner across the
state, significantly improv-
ing the living standards of the
people here," he added.

The chief minister gave

these directions while review-
ing the progress of various
projects in a meeting with the
Urban Development Depart-
ment here on Thursday.

Acknowledging that park-
ing of vehicles in cities is
becoming a challenge, he

said, "The government,
administration, and the pub-
lic need to work together to
find a solution to the prob-
lem. It must be ensured that
vehicles are parked only at
designated parking spots,
not roadside. If necessary,
penal action should be taken
against the erring drivers,"
he said, adding that no bikes,
cars, or taxis should be
parked roadside anywhere

Stating that multi-level
parking lots are proving very
useful, he called for the
inclusion of commercial
spaces in the multi-level
parking. He asked the offi-
cials to plan for new park-
ing spaces only after study-
ing local requirements and
evolving 'Parking Space
Rules' for better parking

facilities in the future.
The CM said encroach-

ment on drains is the primary
cause of waterlogging. Wher-
ever there is encroachment
on drains, find a solution by
communicating with the
public. While taking action,
ensure that the concerned
family does not face unnec-
essary inconvenience in
entering or exiting the house.

"Improperly placed adver-
tising hoardings in urban
areas not only spoil the city's
beauty but also become a
cause of accidents every day.
It needs to be organized. It
should be ensured that no
hoardings are placed on top
of any building in any urban
area. LED displays should be
installed in place of the cur-
rently prevalent hoardings.

This technology-based sys-
tem will be convenient for
advertising agencies, adver-
tisers, local administration,
and the public. No type of
advertising hoarding should
be allowed anywhere except
in designated areas," the
CM made it clear.

He said, "With the spirit
of ease of living, 'Smart City
Mission' has a big role in pro-
viding a better environment
with 'smart options' for a
quality life with basic facil-
ities to all citizens. Efforts are
underway to upgrade 17
cities in the state to Smart
Cities. Each project must
be completed on time and
meet quality standards,
ensuring physical verifica-
tion of project quality as
well."

Assam floods leave 46 dead,
affect over 1.6 million people
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
GUWAHATI, 4 JULY 

The flood situation in Assam
remains critical as the surg-
ing waters of the Brahma-
putra and its tributaries
continue to inundate new
areas, leaving nearly 46 dead
and affecting more than 16
lakh people. 

According to the Assam
State Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA) flood
bulletin, 16,25,089 people
across 2,800 villages in 27 dis-
tricts are affected by the
deluge.

Two more people
drowned in Sonitpur district,
while one person each died
in Tinsukia, Dibrugarh,
Golaghat, Biswanath, Mori-
gaon, and Darrang districts,

bringing the total death toll
to 46 this year. 

Additionally, three peo-
ple have been reported miss-
ing in Sivasagar, Golaghat,
and Sonitpur, according to
reports.

The second wave of floods
has impacted 29 districts,
with Dhubri being the worst-
hit and Upper Assam severe-

ly affected, as per reports. 
Union Minister Sar-

bananda Sonowal visited
the flood-affected areas in
his constituency, Dibru-
garh. Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma con-
ducted an on-ground assess-
ment of the flood manage-
ment efforts on Thursday, as
per reports.

PM�s �Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam�
an innovative campaign to
combat global warming: Yogi
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, 4 JULY  

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath voiced
strong support for Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
call to plant 'Ek Ped Maa Ke
Naam’ across the country
aimed at combating chal-
lenges posed by global
warming.      

During an interaction
with the media at his offi-
cial residence here, where
he planted a red sandalwood
plant as part of the campaign
on Thursday, Adityanath
expressed his gratitude to
the prime minister on behalf
of the state's residents, as
per reports.

He also congratulated
Modi for initiating a mean-
ingful campaign that seeks
to involve every citizen in
environmental conserva-
tion efforts.

On the occasion, CM
Yogi appealed to everyone
in the state to be part of the
'Vriksharopan Mahabhiyan'
and plant a tree in his/her
mother's name on July 20. 

He informed that the
state government has also
prepared 54 crore plants in
the state's nurseries for this
purpose.  These include
various environmentally
beneficial plants like Peepal,
Pakar, Neem, Desi Mango,
Jamun, Guava, Shisham,
and Teak.

BSF and BGB pledge cooperation
to tackle trans-border issues
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SHILLONG, 4 JULY 

The Border Security Force
(BSF) of India and the Border
Guards Bangladesh (BGB)
have committed to a collab-
orative effort to address trans-
border issues, including ille-
gal smuggling along the Indo-
Bangladesh border. The com-
mitment was made during a
four-day inspectors general
meeting held in Shillong,
which concluded on Thursday.

Both sides agreed to main-
tain peace and tranquillity
along the international border,
emphasizing a joint fight
against insurgent activities
and various trans-border
crimes. The BSF delegation was
led by IG Tripura Frontier
Patel Piyush Purusottam Das,

while Md Shazedur Rahman,
Additional Director General and
Region Commander, Chat-
togram, headed the 13-mem-
ber Bangladesh delegation.
The meeting culminated in the
signing of the Joint Record of
Discussion (JRD).

Highlighting the dedication
of both forces to strengthen-
ing their cordial relations, Das
stated that they would devel-

op viable solutions to various
bilateral issues together. "The
primary objectives of this con-
ference are to strengthen exist-
ing mechanisms for border
management, discuss issues
of mutual concern, and address
them at various levels, explor-
ing new avenues for collabo-
ration," Das said.

Das also emphasized the
importance of fostering good-
will and mutual understand-
ing through cultural and sports
exchanges between the BSF and
BGB, which he believes will
build camaraderie and enhance
mutual respect and trust
between the forces.

In recent years, the BSF and
BGB have solidified their bond
of friendship, developing new
dimensions of mutual trust and
cooperation.

Two Meghalaya coal miners
die of poisonous gas in Assam
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
GUWAHATI, 4 JULY 

In a tragic incident, two coal
miners from Meghalaya suc-
cumbed to poisonous gas
near an illegal coal mine in
Tinsukia district, Upper
Assam.

The miners were found
unconscious in Lidu Pahar
of the Tinsukia district.

Despite the efforts of locals
to rush them to the Margheri-
ta First Referral Unit (FRU)
immediately for medical atten-
tion, they were pronounced
dead upon arrival.

Their bodies have since
been transferred to the
Margherita police station.

This unfortunate event
underscores the persistent

dangers associated with ille-
gal coal mining in the region.

A few weeks ago, on June
21, a seven-member delega-
tion from the Assam assem-
bly conducted an inspection
of illegal coal trade and rat-hole
mining activities in Tinsukia,
highlighting the ongoing issues.

Another devastating inci-
dent on May 25 involved a land-
slide and cave-in at a mining
site between Bargolai and
Namdang in the Patkai hills,
near the Assam-Arunachal
Pradesh border.

This disaster claimed the
lives of two Khasi labourers
from Meghalaya’s Ri-Bhoi dis-
trict: John Nongrum from
Jatah village and Phiniellin
Umbah from Korhadem vil-
lage.

A total of 121 people, mostly women, died after the stampede at self-styled godman Baba Bhole's satsang (religious congregation) in Hathras

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, 4 JULY

Slamming the state govern-
ment for passing off the
Hathras stampede as a con-
spiracy, Akhilesh Yadav
warned the Yogi Adityanath
dispensation that it can’t run
away from its accountabili-
ty for the tragic incident.

In a statement on Thurs-
day, the Samajwadi Party
president said, “Hathras was
not a conspiracy but trying
to suppress it is.”

Expressing deep concern
over the fact that a large
number of poor women and
children lost their lives in
the stampede at a religious

programme, he said, “While
the programme is not first of
its kind, the tragedy is. Such
programmes keep taking
place in the state. It is the
responsibility of the admin-
istration to prevent such
mishaps."

He pointed out that even
the organisers had no clue
about such a large number

of people coming to attend
their programme. The admin-
istration should admit its
responsibility and take steps
to ensure that such incidents
do not recur in future.

"Blame game in the after-
math of such a catastrophe
won’t serve any purpose. But
the way the BJP is making pic-
tures viral on social media
shows that it has learnt no les-
sons from the past. It is their
old habit… This is why they
have lost the Lok Sabha elec-
tions and will lose in future
too," Akhilesh Yadav said
referring to the viral photo-
graphs of him with Bhole
Baba, the godman who had
held the satsang programme.

Hathras no conspiracy but attempt 
to suppress it is, says Akhilesh Yadav NEW DELHI, 4 JULY

Congress on Thursday
announced that party leader
and Leader of Opposition
(LoP) in Lok Sabha, Rahul
Gandhi will visit Hathras dis-
trict in Uttar Pradesh to inter-
act with the victims of the
'Bhole Baba Satsang' tragedy
that claimed more than 121
lives and left several injured.
"It was an unfortunate inci-
dent. The Leader of the Oppo-
sition in Lok Sabha, Rahul
Gandhi, is planning to visit
Hathras. 

He will go there and inter-
act with the people who are
affected," Gen Secy KC Venu-
gopal said. However, he did
not specify when the Congress
leader would visit. SNS

Rahul Gandhi
to visit Hathras

The Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu-led Congress government is just telling lie
after lie. It has made a record of lying to the people of Himachal Pradesh.

HIMACHAL PRADESH LEADER OF OPPOSITION JAIRAM THAKUR
TAKING A SWIPE AT THE RULING CONGRESS
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After boos in IPL, Wankhede crowd
rolls out red carpet for Hardik Pandya

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 4 JULY

T
wo months ago,
Hardik Pandya was
subjected to boos at
the Wankhede Sta-

dium after the star all-round-
er replaced Rohit Sharma as
the captain of five-time cham-
pions Mumbai Indians ahead
of the 2024 IPL season.

Hardik had become the
centre of criticism following
Mumbai Indians’ decision
to appoint him the captain
of the franchise, and bore the
ire of the fans after the team
endured a disappointing out-
ing throughout the season.

However, on Thursday
chants of Hardik-Hardik
echoed across the iconic
Wankhede, celebrating the
star all-rounder’s heroics in
the final over of the T20 World
Cup final against South Africa

on Saturday.  
Massive crowds gathered

at the Wankhede Stadium to
greet the victorious T20 World

Cup-winning team led by
Rohit Sharma. The heavy
rain in the city hardly deterred
the crowd that waited with

bated breath to catch a
glimpse of the World Cup
heroes. 

Hardik made impactful

cameos down the order with
the bat and got regular break-
throughs with the ball when
the team needed him to. He

finished with 144 runs at a bat-
ting strike-rate of over 150 and
also took 11 wickets.

The 30-year-old handed
telling blows to South Africa
in the nail-biting final by
dismissing half-centurion
Heinrich Klaasen and David
Miller in his 3/20 effort. He
saved his best for the title clash
in Barbados, when his deci-
sive blow - the wicket of
Klaasen - with South Africa
on top of the game swung the
contest. 

The Baroda all-rounder
went on to bowl the tense final
over and defended 16 runs to
help India win the T20 World
Cup title, and end a 11-year
title drought.   Pandya’s
impressive showing in the
recently-concluded ICC men’s
T20 World Cup has made
him the first Indian player to
become No.1 in the ICC men’s
T20I allrounder rankings.

Massive crowds gathered at the Wankhede Stadium to greet the victorious T20 World Cup-winning team led by Rohit Sharma

�THE WAY INDIA PLAYED WAS PHENOMENAL�
IPL chairman Arun Dhumal on Thursday lavished praise on Team India for their T20 World Cup tri-
umph, saying the Men in Blue "worked hard for this win". India defeated South Africa by seven
runs in a nail-biting thriller in the men's T20 World Cup final last week, ending their 17-year wait
for the country's second T20 world title. "The way India played in the T20 World Cup was phe-

nomenal. They worked really hard for it. Even, we had good run in the ODI World Cup as well
throughout, unfortunately we lost one game. But now team is World Champion and we are

all so proud of them," Arun Dhumal told IANS.Moreover, the Rohit Sharma-led side ended
their 11-year drought of a major title, since winning the 2013 Champions trophy.
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Air India AIC24WC becomes
most-tracked flight
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 4 JULY

The special Air India char-
tered flight, ferrying the T20
World Cup-winning Indian
team from Bridgetown to
New Delhi scripted a record
for becoming one of the
world’s most tracked flights
on Flight radar for more
than 15 hours. 

For the uninitiated, the
flight’s call sign ‘AIC24WC’ AIC
stands for Air India Chartered,
and the 24WC signifies India’s
historic T20 World Cup 2024
triumph. India’s seven-run
victory against South Africa
in Saturday’s nail-biting final
helped the team end a 11-year
title drought and got the
side their second ICC T20
World Cup title.

The flight-tracking portal
took to X (formerly known as
Twitter) and wrote, “Our
most tracked flight right now
– T20 World Cup champions
India on their way home.” The
post carried a satellite image
of the flight route. 

The Indian cricket team

was stranded in Barbados
after winning the final due
to Hurricane Beryl, which
caused severe destruction
across the Caribbean. It took
off from Barbados around 4:50
am local time on Wednesday
and arrived in Delhi at 6 am
(IST) on Thursday after a
16-hour non-stop journey. 

In another post on ‘X’,
the flight-tracking portal
wrote, “After being our most
tracked flight for much of the
last 15 hours, India’s World
Cup champion cricket team
is less than an hour from land-
ing in Delhi.” 

The special charter flight
left Barbados around 4:50 am
local time on Wednesday
and arrived in Delhi at 6 am
(IST) on Thursday after a
16-hour non-stop journey. 

The special flight organ-
ised by BCCI secretary Jay
Shah, one of the several
board officials to eventual-
ly take off from the
Bridgetown airport, also car-
ried members of the media
contingent from the tour-
nament. 

Euro 2024 Round of 16:
Plenty of emotion with Italy�s
despair and Bellingham�s goal

AGENCIES
BERLIN, 4 JULY

The round of 16 at Euro
2024 saw joy and despair as
a spectacular overhead kick
kept England in the com-
petition, defending cham-
pion Italy was eliminated and
fans danced in the rain. AP
photographers captured the
drama on and off the field
of play.

Italy  was hoping to
become only the second
team to successfully defend
the men’s European Cham-
pionship title, but was elim-
inated 2-0 by Switzerland,
leaving players and fans
dejected. Belgium and Aus-
tria too saw their campaigns
end earlier than they’d
hoped.

Host nation Germany
had more to celebrate after
reaching the quarterfinals
with a win over Denmark,

but only after a thunder-
storm had delayed the game.
Some Danish fans partied
in a torrent of water pour-
ing off the stadium roof.

Dutch forward Donyell
Malen and Turkish defend-
er Merih Demiral both cel-
ebrated scoring two goals
each to send their teams into
the quarterfinals, but the
most spectacular goal yet
was England’s.

Jude Bellingham hit an
acrobatic overhead kick to
send his team’s contest with
Slovakia to extra time with
seconds remaining. Belling-
ham then joined the cele-
brations when Harry Kane
scored the winning goal in
extra time to send England
through to the next round.

The quarterfinals are
played Friday and Satur-
day, with host nation Ger-
many taking on Spain in
Stuttgart on Friday.

Bopanna-Ebden advance to second
round after win over Dutch pair

AGENCIES
LONDON, 4 JULY

India ace tennis player Rohan
Bopanna and his Australian
partner Matthew Ebden
advanced into the second
round of the Wimbledon
men's doubles event after a
stunning win over Dutch
pair Robin Haase and Sander
Arends.

The Australian Open
champions outclassed their
Dutch opponents 7-5, 6-4 win
in an hour and 11 minutes,
despite rain interruptions.

The second-seeded pair
showed great athleticism
on the court to keep their
opponents at bay in the
opening encounter of the
grass court major.

Bopanna and Eden will

take on the German pair of
Hendrik Jebens and Con-
stantin Frantzen in the sec-
ond round on Thursday.

However, Sumit Nagal's
campaign ended at a low after
losing his first-round match
of the men's doubles with his
Serbian partner Dusan
Lajovic on Wednesday. The
duo were defeated by Spain's
Pedro Martinez and Jaume
Munar by 6-2, 6-2.

Earlier, Nagal faced a
first-round exit in the men's
singles in his maiden main
draw appearance at Wim-
bledon. Meanwhile, N Sriram
Balaji and Yuki Bhambri will
play first-round men's dou-
bles match against fourth
seed Serbian-Salvadoran
pair of Mate Pavic and Marce-
loArevalo later in the day.

NADA suspends
400 m runner
Deepanshi over
failed dope test

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 4 JULY

India's top woman 400m
runner Deepanshi has been
suspended by the Nation-
al Anti-Doping Agency
(NADA) after testing posi-
tive for anabolic steroids dur-
ing the recent National
Inter-State Athletics Cham-
pionships, held at Panchku-
la, Haryana. Deepanshi had
secured a silver medal in the
event, clocking an impres-
sive 52.01 seconds in the
women's 400m final. 

Ahead of T20I
series against
India, Zimbabwe
appoint Charl
Langeveldt as
bowling coach

AGENCIES
HARARE, 4 JULY

Ahead of the five-match
T20I series against India,
Zimbabwe have appointed
former South Africa fast-
bowler Charl Langeveldt
as their new bowling coach.
Zimbabwe had earlier
appointed Justin Sammons
as head coach and Dion
Ebrahim as the batting
coach. Langeveldt has been
part of the South Africa
coaching team in two stints
and also serves as the bowl-
ing coach of the Indian
Premier League (IPL) fran-
chise Punjab Kings. 

Zimbabwe Cricket (ZC)
said in a statement that
the appointments were in
line with the recommen-
dations made by the Mhishi
Committee of Inquiry that
was established to probe the
team’s failure to qualify for
the recently concluded ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup, which
led to the resignation of Dave
Houghton as head coach.

“All the appointments
were made in consultation
with Sammons, who also
opted to retain Stuart Mat-
sikenyeri, although he now
assumes the role of Field-
ing Coach, while Amato
Machikicho will continue
serving as the team’s Phys-
iotherapist,” it further said.

Sammons had been with
the South Africa men's
team as their batting con-
sultant from 2021 to 2023.
Ebrahim played for Zim-
babwe in 29 Tests and 82
ODIs from 2001 to 2005
and recently worked with
the New Zealand senior
men's team.

South African duo Rav-
ish Gobind and Curtly Diesel
have come on board as
Strategic Performance
Coach and Strength and
Conditioning Coach respec-
tively, with ZC saying it is
yet to finalise the appoint-
ment of the Team Manag-
er.

Zimbabwe’s five-match
T20I series against India is
scheduled from July 6-14 at
the Harare Sports Club.
This will be the fourth time
Zimbabwe will host India
in a bilateral men’s T20I
series, having previously
faced off in 2010, 2015, and
2016 respectively.

Euro 2024: Portugal and France meet in quarterfinals
as Ronaldo and Mbappé go head to head

ASSOCIATED PRESS
HAMBURG, 4 JULY

Portugal and France meet in
the European Championship
quarterfinals on Friday and the
match features a head to head
between two of soccer’s biggest
stars: Cristiano Ronaldo and
Kylian Mbappé. The winner will
play either Spain or host nation
Germany in the semifinals.
Kickoff is at 9 p.m. local (1900
GMT) in Hamburg. Here’s
what to know about the match:

�It’s a match between two
of the pre-tournament favorites
but neither have been con-
vincing. Portugal hasn’t scored
a goal in its last two matches
— a 2-0 loss to Georgia and a
0-0 with Slovenia before win-
ning a penalty shootout —
while no France player has
scored from open play at Euro
2024. The French have had two

own-goals and a penalty from
Mbappé.

�Ronaldo burst into tears
after having a penalty saved in
extra time against Slovenia.
Appearing in his record sixth
European Championship, he
has yet to score — if he does,
the 39-year-old striker would
be the oldest ever scorer at the
tournament.

�Mbappé will again be
wearing a protective mask
after sustaining a broken nose
in France’s group opener against
Austria. France coach Didier
Deschamps said after the last-
16 win over Belgium that
Mbappé might need to wear
the mask for “months.”

�The match will be played
exactly 18 years after the
nations’ meeting in the 2006
World Cup semifinals, when
Zinedine Zidane scored the win-
ner from the penalty spot.

Ronaldo played the full match
and the player of the match was
Lilian Thuram, whose son,
Marcus, is likely to feature for
France in Hamburg.

�France midfielder Adrien
Rabiot is suspended after col-
lecting two yellow cards. The
likelihood is that Antoine Griez-
mann will drop back into cen-
tral midfield to cover for Rabiot,
with Ousmane Dembele poten-
tially coming into the forward
line.

�Portugal has no report-
ed injury concerns, with all 26
players in the squad training
on Wednesday. No players are
suspended, either.

� Mbappé is one of four
France players who will miss
the semifinals if they pick up
another booking, should the
team advance. It is the same
with Ronaldo and five other Por-
tugal players.

�France has only con-
ceded one goal at Euro 2024.
That was the retaken penalty
by Poland striker Robert
Lewandowski, whose first effort
was saved by Mike Maignan
before the France goalkeeper
was adjudged to have come off
his line too early.

�The 25-year-old Mbap-
pé has 48 goals for France. He
has a long way to go to catch
Ronaldo, who has a men’s
record 130 international goals.

�This is the teams’ third
straight meeting at a Euro-
pean Championship. In the
tournament in 2021, they drew
2-2 in the group stage — Ronal-
do scored two penalties —
and Portugal won 1-0 in the final
in 2016. Ronaldo, who will
make a record 212th appear-
ance for Portugal, has had 20
shots without scoring at Euro
2024. 


