
hindustantimes.com NEW DELHI/METRO

Friday, July 05, 2024f@hindustantimes  t@httweets  i@hindustantimes  l@hindustantimes

n VOL. C NO. 160



RERA REGISTRATION NO. 65, 66 & 67 of 2024
RC/REP/HARERA/GGM/838/570/2024/65, 66 & 67 | DATED: 18.06.2024
LICENSE NO. 263 OF 2023 | DATED: 12.12.2023
PROMOTER: WHITELAND CORPORATION PRIVATE LIMITED
PROJECT NAME - Urban Resort Phase 1, 2 & 3
WEBSITE: HARYANARERA.GOV.IN



hindustantimes.com NEW DELHI/METRO

Friday, July 05, 2024f@hindustantimes  t@httweets  i@hindustantimes  l@hindustantimes

n VOL. C NO. 160



NEW DELHI

FRIDAY, JULY 05, 2024



remaining issues in border
areas. Agreed to redouble
efforts through diplomatic and
military channels to that end,”
Jaishankar said on X after meet-
ing Wang, also a member of the
Chinese Communist Party’s Pol-

itburo. 
“Respecting the LAC and

ensuring peace and tranquillity
in the border areas is essential.
The three mutuals – mutual
respect, mutual sensitivity and

continued on →17

External affairs minister S Jaishankar and his Chinese counterpart 
Wang Yi on the sidelines of the SCO Summit in Astana.                               ANI 

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

JAIPUR:  A 16-year-old student,
who was preparing for the Joint
Entrance Examination (JEE) for
admission to undergraduate
engineering courses, died by
suicide in the Kota district of
Rajasthan on Thursday, making
it the 13th such incident in the
coaching hub this year. 

Last year, 27 students died by
suicide in the district,  prompt-
ing the Rajasthan government
to announce a series of meas-
ures in an attempt to prevent
such incidents.  →P14

TEEN JEE ASPIRANT 
DIES IN THIS YEAR’S 
13TH KOTA SUICIDE

HT Correspondent 

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  Delhi on Thursday 
recorded the cleanest air the city 
has seen in 297 days, as the 
24-hour average air quality index
(AQI) reading fell to 61 in the sat-
isfactory category. This is the best
air Delhi has seen since Septem-
ber 11, 2023, when it was 53, 
according to Central Pollution 
Control Board (CPCB) data. →P4

AS SKIES OPEN UP, 
CITY HAS CLEANEST 
DAY IN 297 DAYS

Prashant Jha

letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON:  US President Joe
Biden continued to resist calls to
make way for a younger Demo-
cratic candidate, even as two
new polls showed him losing
voters and more voices, both
from within his party and liberal
civil society, asked the 81-year-
old incumbent to end his cam-
paign after his debate perform-
ance last week. 

 Although reports have sug-
gested he is aware the that viabil-

ity of his candidacy is under 
strain, Biden told his campaign 
staff, “Let me say this as clearly as
I possibly can and as simply and 
straightforward as I can: I am 
running. I am the nominee of the
Democratic Party. No one is push-
ing me out. I am not leaving.”

Biden’s refusal to relent came
on a day when a New York Times-
Siena poll, conducted after the 
debate, showed 49% of likely vot-
ers supporting the presumptive 
Republican nominee, former 
President Donald Trump, while 
only 43% backed Biden. →P19

{ BATTLE FOR WHITE HOUSE }  DEMOCRATS IN DISARRAY

‘I am not leaving’: Biden doubles 
down despite growing discontent 

Joe Biden 

Soren back as J’Khand CM 
5 mths after stepping down

Hemant Soren takes oath as Jharkhand CM on Thursday.                 PTI

HT Correspondent

letters@hindudustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  Andhra Pradesh
chief minister N Chandrababu
Naidu  met Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi in the national capi-
tal on Thursday to discuss
issues concerning the develop-
ment of the state, people famil-
iar with the matter said. 

 According to a person aware
of the details, Naidu, who is the
president of  NDA constituent
TDP, is seeking more financial
aid from the Union government
for development in the state’s
capital. He was “hopeful” of the
state’s wish list being met, the
person added.   →P13

NAIDU MEETS PM  

SEEKING FUNDS 

FOR ANDHRA’S 

DEVELOPMENT

Biswa Kalyan Purakayastha

letters@hindustantimes.com

SILCHAR:   Six people died in
flood-related incidents in
Assam on Thursday, taking the
toll in the flood-ravaged state to
52 so far this year, with most
major rivers including the Brah-
maputra and Barak still flowing
at severe level. 

According to data collated by
the Assam state disaster man-
agement authority (ASDMA),
over 1.62 million people across
29 districts have been affected
by the deluge, and 361,000 of
them have been displaced. Over
25,000 people have taken shel-
ter in 515 relief camps set up
across 24 districts, the ASDMA
data showed.  →P14

Assam flood toll at 52 
as rain fury continues

PATNA:  Three bridges collapsed
at three different locations in
Saran district of Bihar in the last
24 hours, officials said on Thurs-
day, taking the number of such
incidents over a fortnight to 12. 

No casualties were reported in
any of the three collapses, the
officials said. A petition was also
filed in the Supreme Court seek-
ing a structural audit of all exist-
ing and under-construction
bridges in the state, which
records floods and heavy rains
during monsoon.  →P14

BIHAR BRIDGES 
FALLING DOWN: 12 
NOW IN 2 WEEKS

Vishal Kant

letters@hindustantimes.com

RANCHI: Jharkhand Mukti Mor-
cha (JMM) executive president
Hemant Soren took oath as the
chief minister of Jharkhand for
the third time on Thursday, five
months after he resigned from
the post and less than a week
after he walked out of jail on
bail in an alleged land racket
case.

Governor CP Radhakrishnan
administered the oath of office
to Soren, who staked claim to
form the government on
Wednesday, after his trusted
aide Champai Soren resigned as
chief minister. Soren’s father
and JMM chief Shibu Soren, his
mother Rupi Soren, wife and

continued on →17

Rutvick Mehta

rutvick.mehta@htlive.com

MUMBAI:  In November last
year, as the ODI world champi-
ons Australia returned home,
with captain Pat Cummins car-
rying his own luggage out of the
airport, they were greeted by a
handful of media personnel and
a couple of black-tied officials.

The welcome home for the
T20 world champions of India,
safe to say, had a fair few more.
And then some. 

From the time Team India
landed at 6am at Delhi airport,
greeted by a huge gathering of
supporters carrying placards, to

when the victory parade began
in Mumbai at 7.35pm, tens of
thousands that swelled into
lakhs turned up to catch a
glimpse of their superstars and
the much-awaited silverware.

In between, the Indian play-
ers and the support staff,
accompanied by BCCI president
Roger Binny and secretary Jay
Shah, met Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on a busy Thursday
that was just about getting
started for them.

When it ended, after a nearly
hour-long parade through a sea
of humanity at Marine Drive on
a kilometre-long stretch that
culminated with a felicitation at

the Wankhede Stadium, captain
Rohit Sharma was over-
whelmed.

“This trophy, of course, it
means so much for us but it is
for the entire nation,” he said in
front of packed Wankhede
stands. “The amount of despera-
tion we had (to win the trophy),
the people I guess had more.”

The hysteria, no matter the
passing rain or the seemingly
endless wait, was proof.

“Mumbai ka raja, Rohit
Sharma!” shouted some teens in
unison at around 3pm, whis-
tling away as the Wankhede Sta-
dium approached. This was, by

continued on →9

A sea of supporters cheer Team India during an open-bus victory parade for their T20 World Cup triumph, in Mumbai’s Marine Drive on Thursday. ANI

Rezaul H Laskar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India and China
should redouble efforts for
“complete disengagement” of
troops and restoring peace and
tranquillity on the Line of
Actual Control as part of efforts
to normalise ties, external
affairs minister S Jaishankar
told his Chinese counterpart
Wang Yi on Thursday. 

At a meeting with Wang on
the margins of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
Summit in the Kazakhstan capi-
tal of Astana, Jaishankar laid
out India’s imperatives for
resolving the border issue,
including respecting the LAC,
and reiterated that “mutual
respect, mutual sensitivity and
mutual interest” will continue
to guide bilateral relations. 

“Discussed early resolution of

Respect for LAC key, 
India reminds China

Peeyush Khandelwal

letters@hindustantimes.com

GHAZIABAD: The Uttar Pradesh 
Police on Thursday arrested six 
people in connection with the 
stampede during a religious gath-
ering in Hathras earlier this week,
which claimed 121 lives, officials 
said. The self-styled godman 
“Bhole Baba”, whom hundreds of
thousands flocked to see ahead of
the deadly tragedy and who 
remains at large, will be interro-
gated if required, they added.  

All those arrested worked as

‘sevadars’ or volunteers at the
event, inspector general of police
(Aligarh Range) Shalabh Mathur
said and added that a search is
underway to nab key accused
and ‘mukhya sevadar’ (head vol-
unteer) Devprakash Madhukar,
who also went missing after the
stampede, the deadliest in India
since 2008. 

Madhukar was the only
named accused in the FIR regis-
tered by the police in the connec-
tion with the incident, which
exposed a raft of administrative
failures. →P11

Hathras tragedy: Six 
held, no sign of Baba

Haidar Naqvi and 
Hemendra Chaturvedi

letters@hindustantimes.com

KANPUR/AGRA:  Suraj Pal,
known to his followers as Bhole
Baba or Narayan Hari Sakar, the
man behind the large religious
gathering at Hathras that ended
in a tragic stampede, resulting in
the death of 121 people,  has a
sprawling network of 24 ash-
rams, a fleet of luxury cars, and
assets worth at least  ₹100 crore,
according to people familiar
with the matter. →P11

24 ASHRAMS, FLEET 
OF LUXURY CARS 
MAKE UP PAL’S 
₹100 CR+ ASSETS

Cup of joy comes home
Mumbai makes it a 
day to remember
The T20 World Cup 
winners reached the 
Wankhede Stadium in 
Mumbai to a raucous 
reception as the packed 
crowd gave them a 
reception to remember. 
The people had waited 
for five hours for their 
champions, not letting 
rain or lack of basic 
facilities dampen their 
spirits.                                →P21

First port of call: 
Chat with the PM
The  Indian cricket team 
met Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi at his 
official residence on 
Thursday, shortly after 
landing in Delhi after a 
non-stop 16-hour flight 
from Barbados. The 
players  sat with Modi 
for a seemingly light-
hearted conversation 
where they took turns to 
speak to the PM. →P21

{ INSIDE }  VICTORY TOUR
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survive. The higher the BOD, the 
more difficult it is for aquatic life
to survive. The BOD level in a 
river should be 3mg/l or less, but 
the last report from February 
shows BOD was less than this 
standard only at Palla (1.3 mg/l), 
before rising to 6.7 mg/l at Wazi-

(Clockwise from above) Indian 
captain Rohit Sharma and 
coach Rahul Dravid, along 
with other team members, call 
on Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi; the open bus parade at 
Marine Drive; team members 
break into an impromptu jig at 
the Wankhede Stadium; and 
the famous Queen’s Necklace 
glittering with fans. 
PHOTOS: ANI, ANSHUMAN POYREKAR/HT, 

PTI AND AFP

being uploaded, or whether the 
body had stopped collecting sam-
ples altogether. In 2019, NGT gave
directions that monthly data be 
made available on the DPCC web-
site, with a report available for 
every month since January 2013 
for the Yamuna, and since July 
2019 for Delhi’s drains 

DPCC also uploads reports on
Delhi’s sewage treatment plants 
(STPs) and common effluent 
treatment plants (CETPs), for 
which the latest reports are avail-

able till May this year.
Water samples are

collected manually
from the Yamuna at
eight locations – Palla
(where the river enters
Delhi), Wazirabad, ISBT
Kashmere Gate, ITO
bridge, Nizamuddin
bridge, Okhla barrage,

Agra canal, and finally Asgarpur
(where the river exits Delhi). This
includes parameters such as BOD,
DO, chemical oxygen demand 
(COD), pH and faecal coliform. 
Similar testing is done for over 25
drains in Delhi. 

BOD indicates amount of oxy-
gen required by aquatic life and 
organisms in the river in order to

rabad and 41 mg/l by the time the
river reaches ISBT Kashmere 
Gate. It touched as high as 54 mg/l
at Asgarpur. 

The monthly reports also
measure faecal coliform -- bacte-
ria living in the intestines of 
warm-blooded mammals, includ-
ing humans, thus indicating the 
presence of sewage and human 
waste in the river. This ranged 
from 2,000 parts per million 
(PPM) at Palla to 250,000 PPM 
when it exits Delhi at Asgarpur in
the February report. The accepta-
ble limit for faecal coliform is 
2,200 PPM.

In the same month, DPCC
released its last monthly report 
on 28 drains of Delhi, showing 
that seven of these had “no flow”,
which means that there was no 
sewage or stormwater flowing 
through the drain, at the time of 
collection of samples. Of the 
remaining 21, no drain met the 30
mg/l BOD standard for drains.  

“The absence of data means it
is difficult to tell whether there is
an improvement in the Yamuna, 
or if the situation has worsened,”
said Bhim Singh Rawat, a 
Yamuna activist and member of 
the South Asia Network on Dams,

Rivers and People (SANDRP). 
DPCC had in May floated a ten-

der to procure 22 online monitor-
ing stations (OLMS) by the end of
this year, to get real-time data on
water quality. 

Dead fish in the Yamuna 

Images of dead fish floating in the
Yamuna have also surfaced in the
last few days – an indicator of low
BOD and DO, but with missing 
data, it is hard to ascertain the 
exact reason behind the deaths, 
experts said. Locals said dead fish
began showing up along the river
floodplain about a fortnight ago, 
with the situation improving in 
the last few days, after rains. 

“Till a fortnight back, we were
getting several kilograms of dead
fish washing up on the side of the
river. At the time, the Yamuna’s 
water appeared to be much worse
than what it is now and the river 
flow was not as strong. Now, fol-
lowing rains, more water is being
released from Haryana and the 
river is visibily cleaner,” said Ram
Sahni, a fisherman who looks for
his daily catch north of Palla. 

Trilochan Singh, a resident of
Sabhapur village near Sonia 
Vihar, said cases of dead fish 

showing up on the banks of the 
Yamuna is a common sight when
the water levels are low and a 
high quantity of effluents are 
released into the river. 

“We last heard about dead fish
ending up on the floodplains 
around 10 days ago. No deaths 
have been reported since it began
raining in Delhi, as the water level
has increased. In a lot of cases, we
also see tanneries in Haryana 
release a lot of chemicals directly
into the river, which turns a 
bright shade of red in parts.  We 
often see dead fish when this hap-
pens,” said Singh. 

Faiyaz Khudsar, scientist
in-charge of DDA’s biodiversity 
parks programme, said a drop in
oxygen in the river generally 
occurs when the river is receiving
a large quantity of sewage and 
effluents.  “For the dissolved oxy-
gen to improve, a lot of water 
needs to be released from Hatha-
nikund barrage. After rains began
last week, it appears the DO has 
started improving gradually,” said
Khudsar, saying that he last 
received images of dead fish along
the river on June 30. 

But, in the inexplicable absence
of data, no one really knows.

Rezaul H Laskar 

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  As India and Bang-
ladesh prepare to begin negotia-
tions to renew a nearly three-
decade-old treaty for sharing the
waters of the Ganga river, the
impact of the climate crisis on
water flows and the role of West
Bengal government are emerg-
ing as crucial factors in the deal. 

The Ganga is one of 54 rivers
shared by India and Bangladesh 
and long-standing differences over
the sharing of its waters were 
resolved with the signing of the 
Ganga Waters Treaty in December
1996 by then Indian premier HD 
Deve Gowda and his Bangladeshi
counterpart Sheikh Hasina. 

The treaty is up for renewal in
2026, and during Hasina’s official
visit to New Delhi last month 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
announced the two sides had 
decided to start technical negotia-
tions for renewing it. 

People familiar with the matter
said on condition of anonymity 
that the effect of the climate crisis
on the flow of the Ganga is a cru-
cial issue that has to be factored 
into the negotiations. This is a fac-
tor that has had an impact on the 
flows of numerous cross-border 
rivers that traverse India, they said.

“Studies on the impact of cli-
mate change on the Ganga will 
have to be a key part of the negoti-
ations to ensure the treaty remains
relevant and future-proof, cover-
ing all possible scenarios and con-
tingencies,” said one of the people
cited above. 

The people on both sides
acknowledged the crucial role that
will be played by the West Bengal 
government headed by chief min-
ister Mamata Banerjee, given that
states through which a cross-bor-
der river passes have to sign off on
a water-sharing treaty or its 
renewal. In this context, the people
pointed to Banerjee’s role in hold-
ing up a treaty on the Teesta river,
even though India and Bangladesh
had agreed on the text as far back 
as 2011. The signing of the pact had
to be put off due to opposition 
from the West Bengal govern-
ment, which contended the treaty
would leave parts of the state dry. 

“The role of the West Bengal
chief minister will be key to the 
efforts to renew the treaty, given 
that we have only about 18 months
for negotiations on the renewal,” a
second person said. 

Banerjee recently sent a letter to
the PM arguing that the move to 
renew the Ganga Waters Treaty 
was “unilateral” and that the West
Bengal government was not con-
sulted. However, the people 
pointed out the Union Jal Shakti 
ministry set up an internal com-

A

{ VLADIMIR PUTIN } RUSSIAN PRESIDENT

P
The fact that Mr Trump, 
as a presidential candidate, 
declares that he is ready 
and wants to stop the 
war in Ukraine, we 
take this completely 
seriously

mittee in July 2023 that included 
representatives of the Bihar and 
West Bengal governments. 

West Bengal nominated its rep-
resentative to the internal commit-
tee in August 2023, and partici-
pated in three of the panel’s four 
meetings. The West Bengal gov-
ernment also sent a communica-
tion to the committee on April 5, 
2024, that provided its drinking 
and industrial water requirements
for inclusion in the Ganga Waters
Treaty beyond 2026, the people 
said.  The internal committee’s 
final report, submitted on June 14,
2024, is being examined by the Jal
Shakti ministry, which has also 
formed a joint technical commit-
tee to begin discussions with Bang-
ladesh.  HT reached to West Ben-
gal government officials for a 
response but did not get one 
immediately.  

On the Bangladesh side, there
are concerns about any possible 
move to reduce the quantum of 
water provided to the country 
under the provisions of the treaty.
“...Any reduction in the quantum 
of water will be disastrous and 
make it very difficult to sell the 
treaty to the public in Bangladesh,”
a third person said. 

Under the terms of the treaty,
when the availability of water at 
the Farakka barrage is 70,000 
cusecs or less, India and Bangla-
desh share the water equally. 
When the availability is 70,000 
cusecs to 75,000 cusecs, Bangla-
desh gets 35,000 cusecs and India
the “balance of the flow”. When 
the availability is 75,000 cusecs 
or more, India gets 40,000 cusecs
and Bangladesh the balance of 
the flow.  This is subject to the 
condition that India and Bangla-
desh each will receive guaranteed
35,000 cusecs in three alternate 
10-day periods between March 11
and May 10 every year. The quan-
tum for both countries was 
decided according to the 10-day 
average availability of water at 
Farakka between 1949 and 1988.

According to a report released
by Kathmandu-based Interna-
tional Centre for Integrated 
Mountain Development (ICI-
MOD) in 2019, the climate crisis 
will begin altering water levels in
the Ganga and the Brahmaputra
over the next three decades, and 
the rivers could record an abrupt
decrease in flow after 2050. 

Experts stressed the need to
“recalibrate” the treaty against
the backdrop of climate crisis.
“In the dynamic context of cli-
mate change, the Ganges Treaty
necessitates recalibration. As
river flows shift, adaptive water
allocation becomes para-
mount,”said Arun Bhakta
Shrestha, climate and environ-
mental risks lead, ICIMOD.

Challenges loom 
in India, B’desh 
talks over Ganga

Jasjeev Gandhiok

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  No data has been 
made available on the water qual-
ity of the Yamuna or the major 
drains that bring sewage and 
effluents into it since February, 
which was the last time the Delhi
Pollution Control Committee 
(DPCC) uploaded a monthly 
report on its website with param-
eters such as biological oxygen 
(BOD), dissolved oxygen (DO) and
faecal coliform. 

Though mandated
by the National Green 
Tribunal (NGT) to col-
lect water samples 
from the Yamuna and 
all major drains empty-
ing into the river, ana-
lysing it, and uploading
detailed reports on its 
website, this has not been done 
for the last four months. Experts 
said the data is needed to analyse
both the short- and long-term 
quality of the river water.

There was no response to que-
ries sent by HT to the Delhi gov-
ernment, DPCC or the principal 
secretary (environment & forest)
on why the data was no longer 

{ INEXPLICABLE DATA GAP } DESPITE NGT ORDER

How polluted is the Yamuna? No data to tell

Pick Of 
The Day

A welcome fit for champions

Dead fish in the Yamuna 
upstream of Wazirabad. 

                                                                      HT PHOTO

Sabz Burj, the Mathura Road landmark, is 
actually a tomb built by Mughal emperor Humayun 
for his mother Maham Begam, architectural historian 
Ebba Koch has suggested after analysing an 
embellished ceiling found during conservation work 
at the monument. Conservation architect Ratish 
Nanda of Aga Khan Trust for Culture, which executed 
an ambitious four-year-long conservation project on 
the monument that was completed in 2021, said           
the work revealed a painted ceiling that lay hidden 
under 20th century cement layers. Nanda said 
Vienna-based Ebba Koch made the startling 
suggestion last year in her book The Planetary King: 
Humayun Padshah, Inventor and Visionary on the 
Mughal Throne. The tomb, however, doesn’t have 
any grave within. Ratish Nanda says that it was          
most likely stolen by antique hunters in the distant 
past. →P6

{ MY DELHI } HERITAGE

Revealed: The secret
of Delhi’s Sabz Burj

The 236 MP-strong INDIA bloc of opposition 
parties will get at least eight prized front row seats in
the 18th Lok Sabha while the BJP will occupy another 
eight seats, after division numbers are allotted to the 
members before the next Parliament session.  The 
seating arrangement reflects the relative strengths 
of the ruling and the Opposition benches after the 
Lok Sabha results in which the BJP won 240 seats 
(down from 303 in the 17th Lok Sabha) even as the 
Congress improved its tally to 99 (from 52). With 
Samajwadi Party’s 37 MPs and Trinamool’s 29, the 
Opposition has expanded its footprint in the Lok 
Sabha. The allotment of seats indicates the pecking 
order and the importance of MPs in their parties. A 
division number is the seat number of an MP, which is 
used during voting.  →P13

{ MY INDIA } HOUSE ARRANGEMENT

INDIA bloc to get 8 
front row seats in LS 

{ BUSINESS } SETTING A RECORD 

Sensex closes above 80,000 
for first time in a new high

The Gujarat high court on Thursday again 
rebuked the state government over the Rajkot game 
zone fire that killed 27 people in May, asking why a 
demolition order against the illegal structure was not 
executed for nearly a year. The censure came in 
response to an affidavit submitted to the division 
bench of Chief Justice Sunita Agarwal and Justice 
Pranav Trivedi that has been hearing a suo motu PIL 
(public interest litigation) it had taken up on May 26, 
a day after the tragedy.  A demolition order was 
issued by the Rajkot Municipal Corporation  (RMC). 
One year has passed since then (the order). Why was 
it not executed? Where is the answer? That 
demolition order proves that officials knew that the 
structure was illegal,”  the chief justice said.   A 
welding spark triggered a fire at the TRP Game, 
which was gutted within minutes with many of the 
victims charred beyond recognition. →P15

{ MY INDIA } DEMOLITION ORDER

HC again rebukes Guj 
over game zone blaze 

Prices of onion and potato, two basic grocery 
items, continue to be stubbornly high due to lower 
output last year, squeezing households. Tomato  
rates showed a moderation in June from a year ago, 
but the vegetable was way costlier compared to            
the previous month, according to official data. 
Officials are counting on robust kharif or summer 
planting to calm food inflation. Expanding summer 
sowing should have a “salutary effect” on market 
sentiment, which will bring down prices, one official 
said on condition of anonymity. Compared to a year 
ago, as on June 30, average wholesale onion rates 
rose 106%, from  ₹1,260.66 a quintal (100kg) to 
₹2,603.55 a quintal. Wholesale potato prices leaped 
to  ₹2,116 a quintal to ₹1,076.14 a quintal, an increase of 
96%.  →P13

{ MY INDIA } AFTER LOWER OUTPUT

Onion, potato prices 
continue to be high

Equity benchmark indices Sensex and Nifty ticked higher to scale 
fresh all-time high levels on Thursday, following buying in market 
heavy-       weights ICICI Bank, Infosys and TCS (Tata Consultancy 
Services) amid a largely positive trend in global equities. The 30-share 
BSE Sensex climbed 62.87 points or 0.08% to settle at a new closing peak 
of 80,049.67. During the day, it rallied 405.84 points to hit a fresh all-time 
high of 80,392.64. The Nifty rose 15.65 points or 0.06% to settle at a 
record closing peak of 24,302.15. Intra-day, it surged 114.5 points to hit a 
fresh lifetime high of 24,401.  Among the Sensex pack, HCL Technologies, 
ICICI Bank, Tata Motors, Sun Pharmaceuticals, Tata Consultancy Services, 
Infosys, Kotak Mahindra Bank and Mahindra and Mahindra were the 
gainers.  In contrast, HDFC Bank, Bajaj Finance, Larsen & Toubro, Tech 
Mahindra, UltraTech Cement and IndusInd Bank were among the 
laggards. →BOOK II
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Close on the heels of naming
Kejriwal, the agency named Vinod
Chauhan, who it said facilitated 
transfer of ₹25.5 crores from Delhi
to Goa during the Goa assembly 
elections of 2022 and arranged 
meetings of some high court 
judges with Kejriwal.

According to ED, the angadiyas
who were involved in hawala 
transaction for transferring an 
amount to Goa confirmed to slu-
eths that the money was received
from Ashish Mathur and Tara 
Singh. Further investigations by 
ED allegedly revealed both Mat-
hur and Singh were associates of 
Vinod Chauhan. Mathur has not 
been arrested so far. 

Chauhan’s call detail record
allegedly revealed that he was in 
touch with Ashok Kaushik, the 

According to the 1994 agree-
ment, there shall be an interim
seasonal allocation of the
“annual utilisable flow” of
Yamuna. For Delhi, the alloca-
tion in July-October is to be
0.580 billion cubic metres (bcm),
in November-February it is to be
0.068bcm, and it is 0.076bcm for
the March-June period. A bcm
translates to around a 1,000 bil-
lion litres of water.

The agreement was signed by
the chief ministers of Delhi, Hary-
ana, Rajasthan, Himachal Pra-
desh and Uttar Pradesh (Uttra-
khand was not still a separate 
state) on May 12, 1994. Clause 7(3)
of the agreement states that allo-
cation of available flows among 
the states will be regulated by a 
board. Accordingly, the central 
government constituted Upper 
Yamuna River Board (UYRB) on 
March 11, 1995 as a subordinate 
office of Ministry of Water 
Resources (MoWR) with its head-
quarters in RK Puram Sector-4.

In its mission statement, UYRB
states that it aims at optimal utili-
sation of waters of Yamuna up to
Okhla, maintaining the ecology of
the river and supply of water to 
the basin state. Experts and stake-
holders say that the performance
of the board on each of these 
parameters should be examined 
when the renegotiation happens.

Despite the establishment of
UYRB, disputes over water shar-
ing among the member states 
have persisted. With a rise in pop-
ulation, increasingly frequent 

heat waves, haphazard urbanisa-
tion, the demand for water con-
tinues to rise, exacerbating the sit-
uation especially during May-
June. Not only Delhi and Haryana,
even the states such as Uttar Pra-
desh and Rajasthan have 
demanded a larger share to sup-
port their irrigation needs

Bhim Singh Rawat, a Yamuna
activist, and member of the South
Asia Network on Dams, Rivers 
and People (SANDRP) said that 
over the years UYRB has become
a totally opaque organisation with
a non-functional website and 
inadequate staffing. Worse, min-
utes of its meetings are no longer
made public . 

A senior Delhi government
official said that the board has not
been able to successfully mediate
water-sharing allocation disputes
between the member states with 
issues frequently landing in 
courts. “We have approached the
Supreme Court during the sum-
mer months thrice in last few 
years. Ideally, the board should 
have been empowered enough to
resolve these issues but it faces 
structural issues,” the official said.

The board has met 58 times
during its existence – less than 
twice a year over the last three dec-
ades and the chief ministers’ com-
mittee has only met seven times.

Hathinikund barrage acts the
primary regulation point for 
release of the Yamuna water for 
Delhi. Delhi water minister Atishi
has demanded that flow meters 
must be installed at the Hathni-

kund barrage to measure the flow
of the water upgrading the 
archaic system being used now. 
“We cannot say for sure if the 
neighbouring state is indeed pro-
viding us with as much water as 
allocated to us. UYRB or Haryana
should install flow meters at this 
critical point,” she said.

Rawat from SANDRP said that
there has been unscientific alloca-
tion of water among the states as
well for the river, almost killing 
the river. “Rajasthan is added as a
basin state for Yamuna even 
though it has no direct connection
to the river. Only 10 cumecs (or 
the flow of 10,000 litres per sec-
ond) of water has been left for the
river as ecological flow and even 
the National Institute of Hydrol-
ogy has established that is insuffi-
cient and the river should have at
least 25 cumecs (flow of 25,000 
litres per second) water.” The 
release of water needs an inde-
pendent monitoring, he added. 

The board also faces human
resource challenges. In 1999,
the ministry of water resources
approved creation of 58 perma-
nent posts at UYRB  but the
ministry later – via two office
memorandum on March 19,
2015 and November 3, 2017 –
abolished 36 posts of board as
they were lying vacant. As per
another ministry order on Octo-
ber 27, 2020, the sanctioned
strength of UYRB was only 22.
Of these 22 sanctioned posts, 17
posts have further gone under
the deemed abolished category.

department and the Delhi State 
Industrial and Infrastructure 
Development Corporation. 

HT reached out to the DJB
which did not respond to queries
seeking comments. “DJB is doing
a 20-foot deep sewer line installa-
tion. Restoration will be soon 
done by DJB,” said a spokesper-
son of the Delhi government. 

Hathinikund barrage acts the primary regulation point for release of Yamuna water for Delhi. WIKIMEDIA

Arvind Kejriwal 
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NEW DELHI: Delhi education
minister Atishi on Thursday
wrote to chief secretary Naresh
Kumar, asking him to immedi-
ately halt the transfer of thou-
sands of teachers who have com-
pleted 10 years at a particular
state-run school. The minister
also asked Kumar to initiate dis-
ciplinary proceedings against
officers at the Directorate of
Education (DoE), who “wilfully
defied” her earlier directions to
not transfer these teachers.

The development comes after
DoE on June 11 issued a circular,
mandating the compulsory
transfer of teachers who have
been at the same government
school for 10 years.

Generally, the directorate
invites transfer applications
online, and interested candi-
dates are asked to give an order
of preference of the schools that
they wish to be moved to. Teach-

ers who complete two years at a
school are eligible to apply to
seek transfers. People aware of
the matter said the new DoE cir-
cular will affect at least 5,000
government teachers.

Atishi had on July 1 ordered
DoE to immediately withdraw
the circular, and on Wednesday
issued cause notices to its
director and secretary, asking
them why action should not be
initiated against them. 

On Thursday, the minister, in
her letter to Kumar, said that  the
DoE transfer order is not only in
“blatant defiance” of her direc-
tions, but also in complete disre-
gard to provisions of the
National Education Policy 2020.

She also directed Kumar to
submit an action taken report
within 48 hours of receiving her
letter. 

The chief secretary did not
comment on the matter.

HT reached out to EoD, but
officials there did not respond to
queries for comment.

Atishi asks chief secy 
to stop the transfer of 
govt school teachers

Meanwhile, the Delhi BJP
blamed the Delhi government for
the poor quality of roads. “Since 
the onset of the monsoon, roads 
in unauthorised colonies have 
turned into a nightmare. Minister
Atishi should explain how new 
roads could deteriorate to such an
extent,” Delhi BJP president Vir-
endra Sachdeva said.

Paras Singh
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NEW DELHI: The fight between 
Delhi and Haryana over water, 
played out on several platforms, 
including the Supreme Court, is 
set to intensify next year with the
end of the 30-year agreement 
between five Yamuna basin states
in 1994 that resulted in the crea-
tion of the Upper Yamuna River 
Board. The agreement will now 
have to be renegotiated.

Delhi depends primarily on its
neighbours for its water supply 
(to the tune of 86.5%, actually) and
its share of Yamuna water is a 
function of the 1994 water-shar-
ing agreement signed between the
chief ministers of five north 
Indian riparian states. Three dec-
ades later, with water shortages 
visible across north India, experts
say that achieving a fresh consen-
sus will be difficult. There are also
demands to reform the Upper 
Yamuna River Board, which gov-
erns the river from its origin till 
the Okhla barrage in Delhi.

At the peak of the water crisis,
standing besides the dry Yamuna
river at Wazirabad barrage, Delhi
water minister Atishi said that the
annual water shortage crisis faced
by the Capital can be solved only 
by higher water allocation under
the renegotiation of water-shar-
ing agreement. She argued that 
the population of Delhi has grown
manifold and people have 
migrated to Delhi seeking better 
life and employment opportuni-
ties. To be sure, Delhi’s population
in 1994 was 10 million. It is now 
estimated to be over 21 million, 
according to National Commis-
sion on Population’s projections.

But the other signatories have
also seen a commensurate rise. 
For instance, Haryana’s Guru-
gram was a village in the early 
1990s. It is now a city with a popu-
lation of over 2 million.

A senior Haryana government
functionary said: “The review of 
water allocation issue is due next
year. Hence, it is too early to com-
ment on this matter. Delhi has 
every right to seek more share. 
Similarly, Haryana will also 
demand more. But the issue is 
how much water is available at 
source.”

Rawat said that the board is
only functioning with five officers
with a few other on deputation. 
“UYRB has become a formality 
and needs major overhaul,” he 
added. 

UYRB did not comment despite
repeated calls and e mails. 

Diwan Singh, water expert and
environmental activist who orga-
nised the Yamuna Satyagrah for 
rejuvenating the river and other 
water bodies in the city, says that
the board needs to empowered to
take tough decisions. 

“Besides the water shortages,
the river has suffered the most as
the ecological flow is not present 
in the river channel. Delhi has on
multiple occasions used the  legal
route to get additional water 
against its original 719 cusecs allo-
cation which was raised to 1049 
cusecs in 1996 to meet domestic 
needs and later for getting water 
from Punjab. Delhi is growing 
unsustainably and it should look 
at demand management rather 
than being greedy about more 
and more water,” he said.

Delhi’s repeated appeals to the
Supreme Court  for additional 
water are not new. In 1995, envi-
ronmentalist Commodore 
Sureshwar Dhari Sinha  filed a PIL
the apex court Court of India 
under Article 32 of the Constitu-
tion seeking directions for main-
tenance of a consistent flow of 
water in the Yamuna River amid a
drinking water shortage in Delhi.

Singh said that the allocation
for Delhi reached 1,049 cusecs 
(around 30 cumecs) in 1996 after 
Delhi’s petition in Supreme Court.
“In 2000, Delhi also got additional
125 cusecs water from Ravi Beas 
system (Bhakhra storage),” he 
added. However, he cautioned that
prioritising Delhi’s demand over 
other states would not be judi-
cious, adding that the renegotia-
tion should also ask the states to 
use treated wastewater for non 
potable uses in larger proportions.

Rawat agreed. “Delhi is
increasing its dependence on 
river. It should think of modern 
alternatives of treated water, 
ground water recharge strategies
and other ways,” he said. “In this 
tussle between the states, some-
one will have to also look at the 
rights of the river Yamuna.”

Tenure of watershed deal nears end: 
Yamuna sharing talks to start next yr
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NEW DELHI: The Delhi Anti-Cor-
ruption Branch (ACB) will on
Friday begin conducting inspec-
tions of 120 private hospitals and
nursing homes across the Capi-
tal as part of its drive against
medical institutes in the city vio-
lating norms, officials said.

The officials said that this is
the second phase of the drive — 
ACB had last month inspected 65
medical institutes in northeast 
and east Delhi. The inspections 
were done on orders of lieuten-
ant governor VK Saxena after a 
massive fire at a Vivek Vihar 
nursing home on May 25 led to 
the deaths of six newborn babies.

“Beginning Friday, ACB will
start conducting raids at 120 big,
medium and small size hospitals
in Delhi. Earlier, we had only
covered a few hospitals near
Shahdara. Now, raids will be
conducted in south, southeast,
north, and west Delhi, among
other areas,” ACB chief Madhur
Verma said.

ACB TO INSPECT 
120 PVT HOSPITALS, 
NURSING HOMES 
FROM TODAY

HT Correspondent
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NEW DELHI: Several portions of a
road near Shani Bazar Bandh 
Road in Sangam Vihar caved in 
on Wednesday trapping vehicles,
including water tankers and trac-
tors. On Thursday, repair work 
was being carried out on the road,
which still was not in a motorable
condition. 

A senior official of the Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) 
said the damaged road was devel-
oped by the irrigation and flood 
control department and pipeline
work was being carried out by the
Delhi Jal Board, which may have
led to the incident. “The civic body
has nothing to do with the dam-
aged site,” the official said, asking
not to be named. 

Roads in unauthorised colo-
nies like Sangam Vihar are devel-
oped by agencies like the I&FC 

Key road in Sangam Vihar 
caves in due to DJB work

The Shani Bazar Bandh Road  on Thursday. HT PHOTO
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NEW DELHI: For Delhi residents,
the rain over the past few days
has brought relief not only from
the sweltering heat, but also
from the air pollution that inces-
santly plagues the city.

Delhi on Thursday recorded
the cleanest air the city has seen
in nearly 300 days, as the
24-hour average air quality index
(AQI) reading fell to 61 in the sat-
isfactory category. This is the
best air Delhi has seen since Sep-
tember 11, 2023, when it was 53,
according to Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) data.

On-and-off spells of rain in the
city in the past 24 hours, coupled
with strong winds, were the rea-
son for the improvement in air 
quality, weather scientists said.

The rain also continued to
offer relief from the heat. Over-
cast skies throughout the day
meant that the maximum tem-
perature in the city was lodged at
31.7 degrees Celsius (°C), six

degrees below what is consid-
ered normal for this time of the
year. A day earlier on Wednes-
day, it was 34.1°C. 

Delhi’s minimum similarly fell
to 24.8°C on Thursday, three 
notches below normal. It was 
29°C on Wednesday.

The AQI reading is taken at
4pm daily, which is the average 
AQI of the previous 24 hours. On
Wednesday, the 4pm reading 
was 108 (moderate). Prior to 
Thursday, the lowest AQI this 
year was 64 (satisfactory) on 
June 28, after Delhi saw a record-
breaking spell of 228.1mm rain.

An AQI reading between 51 to
100 is classified as “satisfactory”,
between 101 and 200 is classified
as “moderate”, between 201 and 
300 is classified as “poor”, 
between 301 and 400 is classified
as “very poor” and over 400 is 
“severe” by CPCB. 

Forecasts by the India Meteor-
ological Department (IMD) said
that light to moderate showers
are likely in the Capital on Fri-
day, with a yellow alert in place.

Over the weekend, only isolated
light rain is expected, according
to IMD’s forecast. 

“We saw patchy light rain in
parts of Delhi in the early hours 
of Thursday. A spell was also 
seen post noon on Wednesday, 
with wind speeds ranging 
between 10-25 km/hr,” said an 
IMD official. 

Monsoon trough
Mahesh Palawat, vice president 
at a private weather forecast 
company Skymet meteorology, 
said the monsoon trough was 
presently north of Delhi, and was
likely to move further away from
Delhi only on Saturday. 

“On Friday, we can expect sim-
ilar light to moderate showers. 
Isolated parts of Punjab, Haryana
and Uttar Pradesh may even 
record heavy rain. From Satur-
day, the trough will move further
north, closer to the foothills and 
away from Delhi,” he said. 

Delhi enjoys its best spell of air
in the monsoon period, when a 
combination of rain and good 

wind speed helps settle and dis-
perse pollutants. The period 
between July and September is 
also generally the time Delhi has
the highest chance of recording a
“good” air day, when the AQI 
drops below 50. The last good air
day in Delhi was on September 
10, when the AQI was 45.

Delhi recorded moderate to
light showers on Thursday, tak-
ing the total rainfall in the 24 
hours preceding 8.30am to 
9.2mm at Safdarjung, 17.4mm at
Palam and 40.8mm at Ayanagar.
Between 8.30am and 5.30pm on
Thursday, Safdarjung recorded 
0.6mm, Palam 0.2mm and Aya-
nagar 2.1mm. 

Safdarjung has failed to record
any rain in the first three days of
the month. Since the monsoon 
arrived in Delhi on June 28, when
228.1mm was recorded; trace 
rainfall was recorded on June 29
and 8.9mm on June 30. 

The forecast for Friday says
that that the maximum and min-
imum on Friday will be 33°C and
26°C respectively.

City’s cleanest air in 297 days
The rain also continued to offer relief from the heat and the maximum temperature dropped to 31.7°C, while the minimum was 24.8°C. RAJ K RAJ/HT PHOTO
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NEW DELHI: Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leaders on Thursday tar-
geted the “silence” of bureau-
crats and senior officials over
the matter of tree-felling in
Chhattarpur’s ridge area to
questions posed by the Delhi
government ministers, adding
that the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) is putting “pressure” on
them to not divulge details of the
“illegally” hacked 1,100 trees.

AAP leader Jasmine Shah
said that the city’s forest depart-
ment and DDA officials were
both called by minister Saurabh
Bhardwaj on Wednesday with
files and reports on felling of

1,100 trees, but nobody turned
up for the meeting.

He added that the BJP was
turning a blind eye to this “envi-
ronmental crime”, despite its
frequent posturing on pollution
issues. With the matter now in
the Supreme Court and the
Delhi government’s fact-finding
committee demanding answers,
the AAP leader alleged that the
forest department’s files are
being withheld and questioned
whether political pressure is at
play.

The AAP has jumped into the
tree-felling issue in the ridge as
part of its ongoing tussle with
the LG’s office and the Delhi
bureaucracy, citing emails that
allegedly show the chain of vio-

lations.
“It is clear from the emails of

DDA officials that the lieutenant
governor had visited the Ridge
area. Therefore, their role in this
crime is clearly visible. In such a
situation, the BJP should answer
whether it had pressurised LG
to get the trees cut?” Shah said.

He alleged that DDA officials
were avoiding giving answers to
the Supreme Court.

“Whose pressure is on them?
When environment minister
Gopal Rai asked for a report on
the matter from forest depart-
ment officials, those officials
also became silent…” Shah said.

The BJP and the LG’s office
did not respond to queries on
the matter.

Tree-felling: BJP’s pressure has 
silenced officials, claims AAP

Deepankar Malviya 
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NEW DELHI: A Delhi court will
pronounce its order on Tuesday
on taking cognisance of two sup-
plementary charge sheets,
including the one naming Delhi
chief minister Arvind Kejriwal,
filed by the Enforcement Direct-
orate (ED) in the money launder-
ing case related to the now-
scrapped Delhi excise policy.

Special judge Kaveri Baweja,
while listing the matter on July 9,
said it will pronounce orders on 
taking cognisance of the seventh 
supplementary charge sheet, 
naming Kejriwal and the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) as accused, as
well as the eighth supplementary
charge sheet naming two other 
accused, Vinod Chauhan and 
Ashish Mathur, in the case. 

ED, in its charge sheet, relied on
chats between the Delhi CM and 
alleged hawala operators regard-
ing alleged proceeds of crime in 
the case. The chats were allegedly
recovered from the devices of the
hawala operators after Kejriwal 
refused to share the password of 
his devices.

former private secretary of Bhar-
atiya Rashtra Samiti (BRS) leader
K Kavitha, linked to the so-called 
South Group in the excise case. 

Kaushik in his statement
recorded with ED admitted that, 
between June 2021 and August 
2021, he collected cash-filled bags
from businessman-turned-ap-
prover Dinesh Arora’s office upon
the directions of another accused
Abhishek Boinpally and had them
delivered to Vinod Chauhan.

The agency has also alleged
that Chauhan was aware of the 
fact that the money amounting to
₹25.5 crore was related to the 
Delhi liquor excise policy scam as
he was in deep nexus with the key
conspirators of the alleged scam.

During the search conducted
by ED, an amount of ₹1.06 crore 
was seized from Chauhan’s resi-
dence. ED claimed he knew the 
amount was from the South 
Group and was holding it for 
some AAP leaders. 

Kejriwal has denied all charges
and the AAP has called it a “politi-
cal vendetta”. Kejriwal has also 
been arrested in a related case by
CBI, and has challenged the action
as “illegal”.

{ EXCISE POLICY CASE } ROUSE AVENUE COURT

Order on ED charges 
against CM on July 9

61 Delhi’s AQI
This is cleanest air the 
Capital has seen since 
September 11, 2023, 
according to CPCB data. 
The spells of rain in the 
past 24 hours, and strong 
winds helped improve air.

31.7°C max temp
in Delhi on Thursday. This 
was six degrees below the 
season’s normal. A day 
earlier this was 34.1°C.

Minimum temperature in 
the city also fell to 24.8°C, 
three degrees below the 
season’s normal. This was 
29°C on Wednesday.
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not be less than three years, but 
which may extend to five years, 
and shall also be liable to a fine, 
under the Pocso Act.

Kumar said that during the
incident on Monday, the boy told 
them that upon reaching the vic-
tim’s house, kissed her and tried to
force himself on her. 

“The boy revealed that he tried
to force himself on the girl. When
she raised the alarm and threat-
ened to tell her mother, he pan-
icked. He confessed to forcefully 
kissing the girl and, under the pre-
text of showing magic, touching 
her inappropriately. He sexually 
harassed the girl in the past too, 
but she never alerted her parents,”
he said.

To be sure, earlier police said
that he strangulated the girl to 
death when she caught him trying
to steal her mother’s jewellery, 
and that he was desperate to repay

Lake by developing pump house
and sump wells. This compo-
nent along is likely to cost
around ₹5.46 crore,” the official
said.

The lake is located amid
Model Town, across 6.5 acres,
and is a popular spot for lei-
surely strolls and family outings.
MCD’s two previous attempts to
rejuvenate the lake failed due to
technical and procedural issues.

Officials said another ₹71 lakh

will be spent on subsequent
arrangements to provide irriga-
tion water from the lake to
nearby parks. The project is
being funded by the Central gov-
ernment’s Amrit Sarovar Mis-
sion.

A second senior MCD official
said the lake is currently fed by
groundwater drawn from bore-
wells. “Ideally, a lake should be
recharging the groundwater lev-
els. In case of Naini Lake, we

Paras Singh

paras@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: In a renewed push to
rejuvenate the Naini Lake
located in Model Town, north
Delhi, the Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) invited bids
to execute the ₹10.7-crore lake
redevelopment project, senior
municipal officials said on
Thursday. This is the third
attempt to rejuvenate the lake.

Under the project, MCD will
lay pipelines to ferry wastewater
from the Coronation Pillar wast-
ewater treatment plant to Model
Town. Additionally, the project
will also help provide irrigation
water for parks in the vicinity
and reduce groundwater
dependence, officials said.

A senior MCD official said a
notice inviting tenders for the
project was reissued on June 19
and the technical bids were
opened on Thursday. “The
project involves laying down
pipelines and associated
arrangement of carrying treated
water from STP, Coronation Pil-
lar, Mukherjee Nagar to Naini

operate pumps to feed the lake.
The use of treated wastewater
will help the entire region,” the
official said.

Musical fountain and 

beautification

The civic body will also under-
take beautification of the lake
area by adding 7,000 new spe-
cies of plants, new walkways,
designer boundary walls,
benches and basic infrastruc-
ture, such as a peripheral storm-
water drain, officials said.

According to the fresh bids,
the project work includes the
construction of a boundary wall,
renovation of the toilet block and
addition of benches. “We will be
strengthening the existing
peripheral stormwater drain
along the lake by providing RCC
drain. Around ₹26 lakh will be
spent on provision of lighting
arrangement in the lake and hor-
ticulture work,” the second offi-
cial said.

The civic body will also
develop two floating fountains in
the lake at a cost of ₹39 lakh
component.

{ ₹10.7-CRORE PROJECT } THIRD TIME’S A CHARM

Fresh attempt to rejuvenate Naini Lake: MCD 
invites bids to beautify Model Town attraction

The Naini Lake is spread across 6.5 acres in Model Town. This is 
the third attempt to rejuvenate it. HT ARCHIVE

debts incurred while gambling. 
He used naphthalene balls and

camphor to try and burn the body,
according to police.

The juvenile was produced
before the juvenile justice board 
(JJB) on Thursday after his two-
day protective custody ended and
was sent to an observation home 
in Faridabad. He will be produced
before JJB on July 17. 

ACP Kumar said they recovered
the laptop and cellphone of the 
boy’s mother for electronic evi-
dence collection. “We will write to
the platforms used by the boy; the
reports will take at least 45 days. 
We will get more clarity on his 
plan and whether he had planned
the murder by watching a Hindi 
true-crime TV show,” he said.

Kumar said the boy revealed
the entire sequence of events, 
starting from the morning till the
time he was caught and every-
thing has been brought on record.

Ambika Yadav, a senior legal
counsel at the Gurugram court, 
said that as per Section 15 of the 
Juvenile Justice Act, the JJB must
conduct a preliminary evaluation
of the child’s mental and physical
capacity to commit the heinous 
offence in order to determine 
whether the child has to be tried 
as an adult under the Bhartiya 
Dand Sanhita. 
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NEW DELHI: Citing the recent 
hearings in cases concerning 
Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal, over 
150 advocates practising in Delhi
on Thursday presented a repre-
sentation to Chief Justice of India
(CJI) Dhananjaya Y Chandra-
chud, voicing concerns over 
“unprecedented practices” in the
Delhi high court and trial courts.
The letter, signed by advocates 
including Sanjeev Nasiar, head of
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
legal cell, alleged procedural 
irregularities and potential con-
flicts of interest.

The representation raised
questions about the actions of 
high court judge Sudhir Kumar 
Jain, complaining that justice 
Jain allowed the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) to challenge an
order granting bail to Delhi chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal, even 
before it was uploaded. This 
action led to the stay of the exe-
cution of Kejriwal’s bail bonds, 
issued by special judge Niyay 
Bindu on June 20, and finally, 
suspension of Bindu’s order.

The advocates argued that jus-
tice Jain should have recused 
himself from the proceedings 
due to a conflict of interest, 
claiming that his brother is a 
counsel for ED, adding that this 
conflict was not declared by the 
judge. It also highlighted an 
alleged internal administrative 
order issued by the district judge
of Rouse Avenue court soon after
Kejriwal’s bail order, directing all
vacation courts to refrain from 
giving final orders in any matter.
Terming this purported order 
administratively irregular, the 
letter contended that it contra-
dicted the CJI’s call for trial 
courts to make speedy decisions
to avoid overburdening higher 
courts. 

‘COURT PRACTICES 

A CONCERN’: 

LAWYERS CITE 

CM’S HEARINGS

L
ooming tall on a traffic circle, outside
the Humayun Tomb complex, it is
one of Delhi’s most overlooked mon-
uments.

The Mathura Road landmark is colloquially
known as Neela Gumbad — for neela (blue) tiles
adorn the dome. The 16th century building’s
actual name of Sabz Burj comes from the sabz
(Persian for green) tiles on its neck. Among the
earliest Mughal monuments in India — older than
even Humayun’s tomb — it has long been believed
to be a tomb. Who built it and for whom has
remained a mystery.

We now have answers never reported before in
the news media. Conservation architect Ratish
Nanda of Aga Khan Trust for Culture, which exe-
cuted an ambitious four-year-long conservation
project on the monument, says: “Our work on
Sabz Burj revealed a painted ceiling that lay hid-
den under 20th century cement layers. It is pure
gold and pure lapis, a privilege accorded only to
buildings associated with royalty. This rich
embellishment, as well as the Timurid architec-
tural style, and the monument’s proximity to Haz-
rat Nizamuddin’s sufi shrine, led renowned
Mughal architectural historian Professor Ebba
Koch to conclude that Sabz Burj was a tomb built
by second Mughal emperor Humayun for his
mother Maham Begam, wife to Emperor Babar,
the first Mughal.”

Vienna-based Ebba Koch made the startling
suggestion last year in her book The Planetary
King: Humayun Padshah, Inventor and Visionary
on the Mughal Throne. “Its (Sabz Burj) elegant and
sophisticated design and the precious building
decoration suggest that the building was a royal
commission. Who but Humayun would have been
able to afford such a fine vault… His mother,
Maham Begam, had died in 1533, and after the
forty days of mourning, he came to Delhi to found
his new city, Dinpanah, near the dargah of Nizam-
uddin. Could it be that he took Maham Begam’s
body with him to bury her in a tomb he con-
structed for her close to the dargah, so that she
could benefit from the blessings and spiritual
powers associated with the resting place of the
great saint of Delhi?”

The tomb, however, doesn’t have any grave
within. Ratish Nanda says that it was most likely
stolen by antique hunters in the distant past, a fate
common to many other mausoleums. The grave
must have been of marble sculpted with floral
patterns and religious calligraphies, he says.

In colonial times, the British turned the tomb
into a police station, before the garden around it
was razed down to make way for a busy road.
Whatever, in the light of new insights. this monu-
ment ought to be seen as the cradle of all the
Mughal monuments. Being the possible burial
place of the first Mughal matriarch from whom
came the rest of the Mughals.

On an overlooked monument’s past

{         }PUBLIC
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Sabz Burj scoop
Leena Dhankhar
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GURUGRAM: The Gurugram 
Police on Thursday added charges
of sexual assault to the case 
against a 16-year-old juvenile in 
conflict with the law, who was 
apprehended for allegedly mur-
dering a nine-year-old girl and try-
ing to burn her body at a residen-
tial society on Monday.

Police said they added Section 8
of the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (Pocso) Act based
on the boy’s confession and cir-
cumstantial evidence indicated by
him. The results of the autopsy of
the girl’s body were still awaited, 
investigators said.

“It was a challenge to make him
reveal the truth; he tried to mis-
lead us throughout two days. We 
had to adopt a friendly conversa-
tion to ensure he felt comfortable
and reveal (details) before his cus-
tody ended Thursday. He revealed
that the victim was fond of watch-
ing magic tricks and he often 
showed her such tricks, while 
touching her inappropriately,” 
said assistant commissioner of 
police (ACP) Naveen Kumar.

As per law, whoever commits
sexual assault shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either 
description for a term, which shall

Debashish Karmakar

letters@hindustantimes.com

GURUGRAM: A car driver was
booked for allegedly knocking
down a 34-year-old pedestrian,
fracturing her right knee and
causing bruises, and then push-
ing and abusing her when she
started crying out for help, near
Mahavir Chowk on MG Road,
police said. The driver was
drunk at the time of the incident,
police said.

The woman, identified as
Sudesh Bhardwaj, was waiting to
get into an autorickshaw around
5pm on July 1 to reach the MG
Road Metro station when the
incident took place, police said.
Bhardwaj worked on a contract
basis for the Municipal Corpora-
tion of Gurugram (MCG) and
was returning home at Aurob-
indo Marg in Delhi.

A senior police officer said:
“Instead of helping her, the
driver pushed her and even
shouted at her.”

DELHI WOMAN HIT 
BY CAR ON GGM’S 
MG ROAD, ABUSED 
BY DRUNK DRIVER

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high
court has said that shaming a
victim of sexual assault or their
family cannot be allowed as
tools of legal strategy in cases of
sexual offences against minors
as it deters them from reporting
such offences to the authorities.

Upholding the three-year jail
term awarded to a house help
for secretly recording objection-
able videos of the minor daugh-
ter of his employer on his
phone, justice Swarana Kanta
Sharma also discouraged taking
a “lenient view” in such cases.

She asserted that judicial
pronouncements that recognise
the profound impact of voyeur-
ism put a “healing balm” on the
wounds of victims of such har-

assment and assault.
The accused challenged his

conviction on several grounds
including that the videos were
prepared and planted by the
father of the victim because he
did not want to pay his salary.

Terming the contention
“insensitive” and “unthinkable”,
justice Sharma said the court
must uphold the dignity and
rights of not only the child vic-
tims but also their families.

“The Court must... take a firm
stand against any attempts to
malign the character of child
victims... as tools and pawns in
legal strategies... shaming must
not be allowed as it will be a
deterrent and roadblock in the
real victims reporting such
offences to the authorities,” said
the court in its judgement
passed on July 1.

Can’t shame victims 
of sexual assault: HC

THE 16-YEAR-OLD 
TOLD POLICE THAT 
HE KILLED THE 
9-YEAR-OLD ON 
MONDAY AFTER 
SHE RAISED ALARM 
AFTER HE FORCED 
HIMSELF ON HER

Ggm teen who strangled
9-year-old also booked 
for sexual assault: Cops 

HT Correspondent

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The women and
child development (WCD)
department of the Delhi govern-
ment has taken over the man-
agement of the women helpline
number 181, which was previ-
ously handled by the Delhi Com-
mission for Women (DCW), and
the services have been resumed,
the Delhi government said in a
statement on Thursday.

The 181-helpline started
receiving calls at the control
room from 4.58pm on Wednes-
day, and received 1,024 calls till
2pm on Thursday, it added.

The 181-helpline had stopped
working from July 1 and callers 

were being advised to make a call
to 112 for assistance. The arrange-
ment was made to ensure the 
transition of the helpline from 
DCW to the WCD department. 

Delhi WCD minister Kailash
Gahlot said: “The women help-
line 181 has resumed its opera-
tion now under the ambit of
WCD. It will act as a robust sup-
port system for women in Delhi.”

Meanwhile, former DCW
chairperson Swati Maliwal crit-
ised men attending to calls on
the helpline. She posted on X in
Hindi: “This helpline is now
being run by men. Girls who call
to report heinous crimes like
rape and trafficking will hang up
the phone as soon as they hear
the voice of a boy!”

{ TRANSITION FROM DCW }  

Women’s 181-helpline 
begins ops under WCD
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The department said that the
ELVs can either be transferred
to another state or kept in pri-
vate parking spaces if the own-
ers give an undertaking, specify-
ing details of the private parking
space.

“A parking space which has
been allotted to the owner
inside the residential complex
will be considered as a private
parking space. Proof of private
parking space within the prem-
ises of applicant is to be submit-
ted by the applicant, which can
be an allotment letter from the
RWA or any other authority
concerned,” the guidelines
added.

In any other case apart from
these two scenarios, the ELVs
found in public places will be

towed away for scrapping and a
penalty of ₹10,000 will be
imposed along with towing
charges on the owner. In the
case of two-wheelers, this
amount will be ₹5000, along
with towing charges.

To be sure, vehicular emis-
sions contribute only around
9% of the PM10 load and around
20% of the PM2.5 load in Delhi,
according to a 2016 study by IIT-
Kanpur. Particles formed due to
smoke from industries and vari-
ous other sources and burning
of garbage were the two main
contributors to air pollution in
winters, according to prelimi-
nary findings of the Delhi gov-
ernment’s real-time source
apportionment study in Janu-
ary, 2023. 

No vehicle older than 15 years is allowed to operate on the Capital’s 
roads. For diesel vehicles, this time period is 10 years. HT PHOTO

Snehil Sinha

snehil.sinha@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi transport min-
ister Kailash Gahlot on Thursday
said the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
government’s Mohalla bus ser-
vice, which will ensure bus con-
nectivity on internal city roads,
will likely be launched by the
end of the month.

“Mohalla buses are meant for
last-mile connectivity and will
ply on shorter routes not cov-
ered by the current Delhi Trans-
port Corporation (DTC) or Clus-
ter service that comprises large
12-metre buses. These will act as
neighbourhood or feeder bus
networks... We have divided the
depots and routes into four
zones where these buses will ply.
We are now finalising the routes
and will hopefully be able to
start the service by the month’s
end,” Gahlot said. 

“The buses have been col-
oured green for easy identifica-
tion. Additionally, 25% of the
seats (six seats) are pink,
reserved for women. Women
can also avail free rides on these
buses through pink passes,” he
added. 

The Mohalla buses will have
23 passenger seats. Transport
department officials said these
have a 196kW battery, providing
a range of 120-130km, allowing it
to easily complete 10-15 round
trips on a single charge. 

A total of 2,080 such buses are
being procured by the Delhi gov-
ernment from two manufactur-
ers at present, officials said. 

Officials said the transport
department has identified 16
depots in four zones — north,
south, east and west — where the
buses will be deployed. They said
the service will likely be
launched with 50 nine-metre
electric buses from the Ghazipur
and East Vinod Nagar bus
depots, and the number of buses
will be gradually scaled up. 

Mohalla buses likely to 
begin ops by July-end
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Ghazipur  60 

East Vinod Nagar  180 

Dwarka main  40 

Dwarka Sector 2  180 

Keshopur  180 

Peeragarhi  135 

Shadipur  230 

Dwarka Sector 9  20 

Kushak Nallah  350 
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Ambedkar Nagar  180 

N
O
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Mundka  60 

Nangloi_DMRC  60 

Nangloi_DTC  180 

Rithala  70 

Kohat Enclave  35 

Narela  180 

Total 
depots 

16 
Total No. 
of buses

2,140 

Mohalla buses soon hit the road
The transport department has identified 16 depots in four zones where the buses will 
be deployed

No. of buses 

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi transport
department has announced that
all end-of-life vehicles (ELV)
impounded for a second time by
the department will directly be
sent to scrapping facilities and
will not be returned to their
owners. The directions came as
the department issued an order
notifying guidelines to handle
such vehicles on Thursday.

The guidelines were notified
after the Delhi high court, on
August 22 last year, asked the
transport department to frame
a policy on the issue and clarify
the process to the owners of
such vehicles.

“These guidelines are
required for effective imple-
mentation of various directions
of NGT and improvement of air
quality in Delhi. Further, a large
number of junk vehicles are
found abandoned at public pla-
ces which need to be disposed of
in an environment-friendly
manner,” the guidelines said.

No vehicle which is older
than 15 years is allowed to oper-
ate on Delhi roads, according to
orders issued by the National
Green Tribunal (2015) and the
Supreme Court (2018). For die-
sel vehicles, this time period is
10 years. These rules are meant
to cut down on the number of
vehicles on the city’s roads with
dated emission standards.

Scrap end-of-life vehicles 
caught a 2nd time: Govt

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Police on
Thursday arrested a 19-year-old
man in connection with the stab-
bing of an auto-rickshaw driver
in Sangam Vihar on Wednesday
evening. Officers said a tanker
driver, who ran over a friend of
the accused, was arrested and
later released, on condition that
he appear for questioning upon
being summoned.

Deputy commissioner of
police (south) Ankit Singh iden-
tified the accused as Arif Khan.
His friend Shahdab Alam died
after being run over by a Delhi
Jal Board tanker when they were
pelting stones at the vehicle after
it splashed water from a puddle
on them.

Police said the control room
received a call around 4.30pm
on Wednesday about the stab-
bing. They said that the accused
stabbed auto driver Bablu
Ahmed, when he enquired about
the incident and the ruckus.

Tanker driver Sapan Singh,
drove the vehicle while trying to
save himself and ran over Alam.
“He stopped the vehicle and fled
the spot,” a police officer said. 

Alam, a welder by profession,
was taken to a private hospital
nearby where he was declared
dead. A case under sections 106
(1) (rash and negligent driving
leading to death) and 281 (rash
driving) of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita was registered.

SANGAM VIHAR 
ROAD RAGE: MAN 
WHO STABBED 
AUTO DRIVER HELD

deputy commissioner Nishant 
Yadav, the head of NBCC’s real 
estate division said that according
to an order issued by the district 
magistrate-cum-chairperson of 
the District Disaster Management

Authority (DDMA) on February 
17, 2022, it has been highlighted 
that there was an imminent dan-
ger to the life and property of resi-
dents of the society (NBCC Green
View) due to structural issues 

lA
Teen thrashed by 
rival’s family 
outside school
NEW DELHI: A teenager 
was waylaid and beaten 
up, allegedly by the 
family of another 
student he had a scuffle 
with a few days ago, 
outside a private school 
in Vikaspuri, police said. 
They said a case was 
registered against 
unknown people and 
the matter is being 
probed. Locals alleged 
the father of the rival, is 
a loan recovery agent 
and brought bouncers 
to beat up the boy.

Man shoots self 
outside house of 
woman he knew
NEW DELHI: A man in 
his late 20s allegedly 
shot himself dead 
outside the house of a 
woman known to him in 
Sector 17, Rohini, on 
Thursday, police said, 
adding that they 
recovered a suicide note 
purportedly written by 
the victim. In the note, 
the man wrote about 
“his affair with the 
woman” due to which 
he took the extreme 
step, said an officer. 

If you need support or know 

someone who does, please 

reach out to your nearest men-

tal health specialists. Help-

lines: Sumaitri: 01123389090, 

Snehi: 01165978181.

The NBCC Green View complex in Gurugram’s Sector 37 D. HT PHOTO

Abhishek Behl

abhishek.behl@hindustantimes.com

GURUGRAM: The National Build-
ings Construction Corporation 
Limited (NBCC) has sought per-
mission from the Gurugram dis-
trict administration to demolish 
seven towers at the agency’s 
Green View condominium com-
plex in Sector 37 D — nearly two 
years after the towers were 
declared “unsafe for habitation” 
by the district administration, 
after a structural audit report sub-
mitted by IIT-Roorkee and Cen-
tral Building Research Institute.

If approved, Green View will
be the second residential com-
plex in Gurugram after Chintels
Paradiso to be demolished due to
structural issues.

In a June 25 letter to Gurugram

within the premises. “We kindly 
request your approval... in facili-
tating the demolition of towers/
buildings to mitigate any further 
risks posed by the unstable struc-
tures,” the letter said. 

Yadav said the administration
will “examine the matter in
detail and take a decision
accordingly.”

The NBCC Green View project
was launched in 2010 and the
possession was given in 2017.
The condominium has 784
apartments in seven towers
apart from 139 EWS flats. A
homeowner said 255 of the 784
flats had been sold. 

The district administration on
February 17, 2022, invoked the
National Disaster Management
Act 2005 and declared the con-
dominium unsafe for residents.

NBCC seeks Gurugram admin nod 
to demolish condo declared ‘unsafe’

Officials added that the areas
close to these depots will benefit
most from the buses, expected to
make multiple trips in loops
through the day. 

“Kushak Nallah in the south
zone is the largest depot, which
is spread across 10.5 acres. This
will be able to accommodate 350
buses. The south zone will have
one more depot at Ambedkar
Nagar, that will have 180 buses,”
an official said, asking not to be
named.

The department expects to
operate 2,180 such buses by
2025. The buses and the electrifi-

cation process were inspected at
the Dwarka depot by the trans-
port minister on Tuesday. 

By the end of 2025, Delhi aims
to have a total of 10,480 buses,
out of which 80% will be electric.
Additionally, efforts are under-
way to electrify over 60 depots,
with 16 depots already fully oper-
ational. 

In Delhi, over 4,000,000 bus
trips are completed by commut-
ers daily, using 7,582 DTC and
cluster buses. 

Experts said that the Mohalla
bus service could be a potential
game-changer in the public

transport system, contributing
to the overall development. 

“By leveraging the flexibility
of buses and tailoring services to
meet the needs of local commu-
nities, this initiative has the
potential to revolutionise public
transportation in Delhi and
beyond,” said Amit Bhatt, man-
aging director (India), Interna-
tional Council of Clean Trans-
port (ICCT) that jointly orga-
nised an international
consultation last year and also
presented two pilot route plans
from Delhi Secretariat for the
Mohalla bus service.

A purported video of the inci-
dent, captured by the locals, was
circulated widely on social
media. In the video, the woman
ostensibly beat up the driver,
who was trying to protect him-
self. At first, she took a hockey
stick and hit him on the head

Snehil Sinha 

snehil.sinha@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi govern-
ment has started formulating a 
policy and fine-tuning conditions
for the Mahila Samman Yojana, a
scheme to provide financial 
assistance of ₹1,000 per month to
every woman in the city. The 
scheme was announced by the 
government during its annual 
budget in March this year. 

Women and child develop-

ment minister Kailash Gahlot 
held the first meeting on Wednes-
day to review the progress of the 
scheme and asked officials to 
refer to the policies of states run-
ning similar schemes. The only 
two existing schemes which are 
similar are the Mukhyamantri 
Majhi Ladki Bahan Yojana in 
Maharashtra and the Ladli Behna
Yojana of Madhya Pradesh. 

“During the meeting, the min-
ister directed officials to work on
details like eligibility criteria, 

income group and employment 
status, age group, socio-economic
background and other details. We
are working on finalising the 
plan,” an official from the minis-
ter’s office said. 

Officials added that factors
such as car ownership and loan 
details may be considered while 
setting these criteria. The goal is 
to create a comprehensive frame-
work that ensures the scheme 
reaches those who need it the 
most, officials added.

Govt reviews plans to roll out 
₹1,000 scheme for city women

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A woman riding a
bike assaulted an auto driver
with a hockey stick in Nihal
Vihar on Thursday, police offi-
cers aware of the matter said,
adding that the incident
stemmed from a matter of road
rage. The officers said the age of
the suspect is yet to be ascer-
tained — she appeared to be in
her late teens, and could be a
minor.

Locals and bystanders said
the incident occurred after an
argument broke out between the
suspect and the victim over giv-
ing way, which led to the assault.

multiple times. She then threw
the stick and assaulted the auto
driver with another unidentified
weapon, even as onlookers gath-
ered at the spot.

The video also showed a few
people questioning the woman
and scolding her for assaulting
the victim. She then accused the
auto driver of being “drunk”. The
bystanders, however, defended
the victim, saying he needed
immediate medical help, to
which she replied: “I didn’t kill
him”, and then rode away.

A senior officer said police
have taken cognisance of the
video. “We are talking to the auto
driver and will soon apprehend
the woman,” the officer said.

Woman assaults auto driver 
for not giving way to her bike

A videograb of the incident.
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S. No. NAME OF P.S TYPE OF VEHICLES REGISTRATION NO. ENGINE NO. CHESIS NO. DD No. AND DATE

86 KRISHNA NAGAR SWISH 83A - 07.02.23-------- --------DL-13SR-3028

87

88
89

90
91

92

93

94

95
96

97

98

99

100

101

102

103

104

105

106
107

108

109

110

111

112
113

114

115

116

117
118

119

KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR
KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR
KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR
KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR

ACTIVA 69A - 08.02.2329423 --------DL-5SBX-0327

SPLENDER 38A - 11.02.23------- 27627DL-5SCD-5796
BAJAJ 71A - 11.02.2320774 --------DL-5SBS-3391

ACTIVA 60A - 12.02.2356674 --------DL3SCQ-8424

AVITOR 48A - 19.02.23--------- --------DL-5SBD-2481

ACTIVA 22A - 20.02.2390603 --------DL-2SN-4744
ACTIVA 9A - 22.02.2319705 --------DL-3SCK-4246

SPLENDER 17A - 22.02.2346420 C417WITHOUT NUMBER
PLATE

ACTIVA 96A - 27.02.2336260 --------DL-7SBF-5522
MAESTRO 84A - 18.03.2317033 --------DL-5SBC-6322

NTORQ 53A - 21.03.235442DL-112139 21839

MAESTRO 14A - 04.04.23782DL-5SAK-1290 ----------

PLEASURE 81A - 07.04.23--------DL-13SC-5857 1682

ACTIVA 69A - 09.04.23541DL-7SBC-5592 ---------

HONDA 104A - 16.04.236884DL-14SA-2686 ---------
MOTOR CYCLE 114A - 20.04.2331638DL-3SBZ-7690 ------------------

JUPITER 59A - 01.05.23---------17396

ACTIVA 103A - 08.05.23DL-7SGB-6141 ---------75795

ACTIVA 91A -10.05.23DL-13SH-5210 61085----------

SPLENDER 66A -15.05.23DL-5SBJ-7192 4906----------

KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR
KRISHNA NAGAR
KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR
KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR
KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR
KRISHNA NAGAR

ACTIVA DL-3SBX-6815 ----------78008 106A -15.05.23
PASSION HR-99ZH-0958 ----------836 7A -18.05.23
PASSION DL-6SAL-5030 4144--------- 22A - 21.05.23
JUPITER DL-5SAY-0531 37490--------- 39A - 23.05.23
ACTIVA DL-7SCC-4334 25227--------- 84A - 24.05.23

MOTOR CYCLE DL-14SB-8581 ---------11663 57A - 31.05.23
ACTIVA DL-5SAC-1138 ---------51068 63A - 01.06.23

ACTIVA DL-3SDB-6629 662933954 91A - 08.06.23
JUPITER DL-5SBB-1690 --------94022 73A -13.06.23
JUPITER DL-5SAR-1441 --------11206 87A -14.06.23

ACTIVA DL-3SDJ-1574 3677236518 89A-22.0623
MOTOR CYCLE DL-5SCB-5710 7606974987 55A-27.06.23

ACTIVA DL-2SM-7197 --------26187 108A-01.07.23
MAESTRO DL-5SAL-2530 --------28579 107A-03.07.23120

121

122

123
124

125

126
127
128
129

130

131
132
133

134
135

KRISHNA NAGAR ACTIVA DL-5SBZ-6463 1054681807 109A-05.07.23
KRISHNA NAGAR HONDA DL-3SBX-4823 25019------- 132A-21.07.23
KRISHNA NAGAR PASSION DL-5SAD-5450 2408------- 55A-28.07.23

KRISHNA NAGAR MOTOR CYCLE DL-5ST-7000 --------------- 61A-09.08.23
KRISHNA NAGAR JUPITER DL-3SCX-4911 3826217229 93A-12.08.23
KRISHNA NAGAR ACTIVA DL-5SAC-2475 4655711627 100A-18.08.23

KRISHNA NAGAR SPLENDER DL-14SD-3129 69807613 62A-21.08.23
KRISHNA NAGAR MOTOR CYCLE DL-3SCK-0392 -------55607 93A-26.08.23
KRISHNA NAGAR MOTOR CYCLE 3428250142 20A-28.08.23WITHOUT NUMBER

PLATE
KRISHNA NAGAR JUPITER 2156119042 137A-30.08.23DL-5SBP-4135
GEETA COLONY ACTIVA --------65602 79A-28.05.23DL-3SAZ-2447
SHAHDARA PULSAR 40671202 107A-23.08.21DL-5SAF-0287
SHAHDARA PASSION 3753130562 104A-02.08.21DL-6ASE-3130

SHAHDARA FZ 63436517 49A-28.08.21DL-5SBA-7347

SHAHDARA ACTIVA 9044490227 51A-19.09.21DL-14SA-0940
136

137
138

139

140

141

142
143

144

145
146

147
148

149

150
151

152
153

154

155

SHAHDARA DREAM NEO 100039997 91A-21.07.21DL-5SBD-2159

SHAHDARA CAR CHEVROLET 1360KC330697 127A-02.08.21DL-10CB-5427

SHAHDARA IGNISTER 35915832 117A-03.10.21DL-1SV-7663
SHAHDARA PASSION 8913166929 80 A-23.03.22DL-7SBW-7918

SHAHDARA SPLENDER 1490415542 80 A-24.04.23DL-8ST-0267
FARSH BAZAR TVS 36340------ 60 A-02.09.22DL-14SK-8086

FARSH BAZAR SPLENDER + -----13762 10 A-03.09.22DL-7SBW-9910

FARSH BAZAR BAJAJ 17534-------- 68 A-12.09.22DL-8SBB-8666
FARSH BAZAR MAESTRO 30422072 12 A-23.10.22DL-5SBN-8006
FARSH BAZAR SPLENDER + 4207------- 76 A-26.10.22DL-7SAE-9049
FARSH BAZAR SCOOTY 58721658721 7 A-12.11.22DL-13SP-2098

FARSH BAZAR SPLENDER + 19371938 63 A-30.11.22DL-13SD-9843
FARSH BAZAR JUPITAR 5768651953 77 A-05.12.22DL-5SAY-0292

FARSH BAZAR TVS 1486414757 11 A-12.12.22DL-14SQ-3145
FARSH BAZAR ACTIVA 56445720 109 A-19.12.22DL-13SV-0690
FARSH BAZAR YAMAHA 3985857664 70 A-24.12.22DL-6SBA-8960

FARSH BAZAR PASSION 2232843407 89 A-07.01.23UP-17F-7604
FARSH BAZAR NTORQ (S) 55721888 88 A-10.02.23DL-5SCF-2404

FARSH BAZAR YAMAHA 2017720063 44 A-26.03.23DL-13SN-0117
FARSH BAZAR MAESTRO 1133611313 71 A-07.04.23DL-14SJ-3389

156
157

158

159

160
161

162

163

164
165

166

167

168

169

170

171

172

173

174

175
176

177

178

179

180
181

182

183

184

185

FARSH BAZAR SCOOTY 45294094 110 A-04.05.23DL-3SJA-0400

FARSH BAZAR ACTIVA 49814827 74 A-28.05.23DL-4SC-2755

FARSH BAZAR PASSION 3352834742 108 A-01.06.23DL-7SS-8483
FARSH BAZAR ACTIVA 3660437434 83 A-17.06.23DL-5SBX-1901
FARSH BAZAR APPACHE 939405 71 A-02.07.23DL-5SCQ-4642
FARSH BAZAR ACTIVA 4905965 10 A-28.07.23DL-5SCZ-1755

FARSH BAZAR JUPITER 16038058 140 A-16.08.23DL-12SE-7603
SEEMAPURI ACCESS 30884------- 107A-12.10.22DL-14SH-9148

SEEMAPURI FZ 5820030201 90A-11.11.22DL-13S-5116
SEEMAPURI FZ 300023035 84A-06.12.22DL-13SN-0249
SEEMAPURI FZ 6044758466 71A-16.12.22DL-5SAG-7381

SEEMAPURI SPLENDER 533200 69A-17.12.22UP-12BL-3437
SEEMAPURI SPLENDER 9292286 78-21.12.22DL-3SCY-2046

SEEMAPURI ACTIVA 8179244535 62A-25.12.22DL-5SBC-8179
SEEMAPURI SPLENDER 2571226200 72A-01.01.23DL-3SLF-1554

SEEMAPURI SPLENDER 38456231 80A-01.01.23DL-5SBL-9417

SEEMAPURI SPLENDER 66597003 64A-02.01.23DL-13SA-2421
SEEMAPURI MEASTRO --------------- 47A-04.01.23DL-5SAX-3070

SEEMAPURI MOTOR CYCLE 1085820525 72A-04.01.23DL-6SAP-0455
SEEMAPURI ACTIVA 1547326986 57A-05.01.23DL-8SCM-3549

SEEMAPURI ACTIVA 6588665949 90A-06.01.23DL-3SDB-8677

SEEMAPURI DISCOVER 6761452828 106A-12.01.23DL-5SAF-6630

SEEMAPURI JUPITER 112375381 97A-14.01.23UP-14EM-2850

SEEMAPURI PULSAR 2293560740 16A-27.01.23UP-14AC-0298

SEEMAPURI ACTIVA ------10125 98A-30.01.23DL-3SBP-6204

SEEMAPURI ACTIVA ------30440 95A-04.02.23DL-5SBX-3953

SEEMAPURI MESTRO 7040020703 84A-11.02.23DL-5SBW-6343
SEEMAPURI SCOOTY 6956659999 119A-20.02.23WITHOUT NUMBER

PLATE
SEEMAPURI FZ 35402------- 93A-21.02.23DL-5SAJ-3941
SEEMAPURI PIGGO 157552563 99A-28.02.23DL-5SCM-4119

DL-5SAT-1792

The general public is hereby informed that the following unclaimed Motor Vehicles of different makes/models,
seized U/s 66 D.P. Act by police stations of Shahdara District and presently lying at various Police
Stations,ShahdaraDistrict shall be disposed off by auction throughMSTCLimited shortly.

In case of any claim for any of these vehicles, they may personally approach the undersigned with all relevant
documents, proving the ownership on or before 26.07.2024 No claim shall be entertained after 26.07.2024 and
vehicleswill be disposed off by auction.

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER OF POLICE
SHAHDARA DISTRICT

BHOLANATH NAGAR , SHALIMAR PARK , DELHI-110032
Telephone No. 011-21210803; Email: adcp2-shahdara@delhipolice.gov.in

PUBLIC NOTICE

LIST OF UNCLAIMED VEHICLES SEIZED U/S 66 D.P. ACT

S. No.
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9
10
11

12

13

14

15

16
17

18
19
20

21
22
23

24

25
26

27
28
29

30
31
32

33

34

35
36

37

38

39

40

41
42

43

44
45

46

47

48

49

50
51

52

53

54

55
56
57

58

59

60

61

62
63

64

65

66
67

68
69

70
71

72

73
74

75
76
77

78

79

80

81
82

83

NAME OF P.S TYPE OF VEHICLES REGISTRATION NO. ENGINE NO. CHESIS NO. DD No. AND DATE

VIVEK VIHAR

VIVEK VIHAR

VIVEK VIHAR

VIVEK VIHAR
VIVEK VIHAR

VIVEK VIHAR

VIVEK VIHAR

VIVEK VIHAR
VIVEK VIHAR

VIVEK VIHAR
VIVEK VIHAR

VIVEK VIHAR

VIVEK VIHAR
VIVEK VIHAR

VIVEK VIHAR

VIVEK VIHAR
VIVEK VIHAR

MOTOR CYCLE DL-7SAX-1643 211 9851 31A-15.03.22

SCOOTER DL-14SD-0131 4700 4663 66A-17.03.22

MOTOR CYCLE DL-13SD-9938 26622 20480 56A-01.04.22

SCOOTER UP-14BM-7397 - - 97A-04.04.22
MOTOR CYCLE DL-7SK-5513 50A-23.04.2212989 9747

MOTOR CYCLE DL-6SAS-1195 83A-14.05.2224265 43099

SCOOTER DL-11SH-7017 91A-14.05.2253579 52728

MOTOR CYCLE DL-4SBT-5800 33A-28.05.2225477 50037

SCOOTER UP-14CD-1553 125A-28.05.229118 29446

SCOOTER DL-14SA-3845 17A-14.07.22- -
MOTOR CYCLE DL-7SAZ-4419 59A-14.07.22- -

MOTOR CYCLE DL-7SAQ-8034 28A-17.07.22- -

MOTOR CYCLE DL-13SF-1570 53A-30.07.22-GH 09

SCOOTER DL-3SBX-7795 82A-05.08.22--

MOTOR CYCLE DL-5SAH-3835 98A-09.08.2283791 30419

SCOOTER DL-1SZ-9595 79A-13.03.2353581 54948
MOTOR CYCLE UP-85AW-3115 96A-19.04.2326858 25465

ANAND VIHAR
ANAND VIHAR

ANAND VIHAR
ANAND VIHAR
ANAND VIHAR
ANAND VIHAR

ANAND VIHAR

ANAND VIHAR
ANAND VIHAR

ANAND VIHAR

ANAND VIHAR
ANAND VIHAR
ANAND VIHAR

ANAND VIHAR
ANAND VIHAR
ANAND VIHAR
ANAND VIHAR

ANAND VIHAR

ANAND VIHAR

ANAND VIHAR

MOTOR CYCLE UP-16BA-9156 3A-03.12.227979 8106

MOTOR CYCLE HR-51CE-5529 3A-24.12.2222972 -

SCOOTY DL-7SBT-186 54A-05.01.232636 2801
MOTOR CYCLE DL-7SBR-1805 34A-08.01.2351651 -

MOTOR CYCLE DL-13S-5500 43A-28.02.2386090 -

MOTOR CYCLE DL-1SM-6788 49A - 28.02.231968 696
MOTOR CYCLE DL-14SR-9542 91A -16.03.232179 1099

SCOOTY DL-7SBT-9762 43A - 22.03.232033 2897

SCOOTY DL-5SBL-320 64A - 05.04.232845 -

SCOOTY DL-14SA-6959 31A - 07.04.234028 -

MOTOR CYCLE DL-13SC-9590 25A - 09.04.232491 82491

SCOOTY DL-14SG-5718 40A - 14.04.233481 3069

MOTOR CYCLE HR-26BL-4569 53A - 16.04.23- 2799
SCOOTY DL-7SCL-4522 58A - 21.04.23-4799

MOTOR CYCLE DL-5SX-6762 84A - 25.05.23-7701

SCOOTY DL-5SBW-8896 70A - 01.08.233654 2402

SCOOTY DL-5SAC-5732 68A - 04.09.239964 7210

SCOOTY DL-13SL-8911 138A - 18.09.2358584 8721

MOTOR CYCLE DL-5SAJ-6379 78A - 08.10.231921 1886

MOTOR CYCLE DL-6SBC-4951 128A -11.10.237978 -

JAGATPURI
JAGATPURI
JAGATPURI

JAGATPURI
JAGATPURI

JAGATPURI
JAGATPURI

JAGATPURI

JAGATPURI

JAGATPURI

JAGATPURI

JAGATPURI

JAGATPURI
JAGATPURI

JAGATPURI

SPLENDER HR-05AC-5052 19A - 09.05.20228803 15850

SPLENDER DL-3SEV-8910 111A - 06.06.202223224 11837
MOTOR CYCLE DL -8SAY-4716 120A - 09.08.202236458 0

APACHI UP-14BX-4438 150A -16.10.20229386 0

ACTIVA DL-5SAD-6348 90A -19.11.2022578 3792

MOTOR CYCLE DL-5SDU-8303 106A - 20.02.202317597 52422
SPLENDER DL-5ACV-7319 22A - 08.07.202330819 0

ACTIVA DL -4SDG-1507 110A -11.04.202310769 96278

SPLENDER DL-5SQ-8207 84A -16.04.202356397 65916

JUPITAR DL-4SDG-1852 19A -17.06.20231267 15803
ACTIVA UP-14CU-7112 92A -18.06.202354679 54626

PULSAR UP-14CF-9784 120A -23.06.202314119 98680

SPLENDER DL-1SL-0131 14A -18.07.20234964 5039

ACTIVA DL -5SCJ-3676 23A -20.07.202381032 --------
ACTIVA DL-6SAX-6015 72A -06.08.2023-------- --------

JAGATPURI

GANDHI NAGAR

ACTIVA DL-7SAX-1459 108A -11.08.2023-------- --------

SCOOTER 92A-05.08.22-------- --------

MOTOR CYCLE DL-13SV-2319 28A -13.08.22-------- --------

GANDHI NAGAR

GANDHI NAGAR
GANDHI NAGAR

GANDHI NAGAR

GANDHI NAGAR

GANDHI NAGAR

GANDHI NAGAR

GANDHI NAGAR
GANDHI NAGAR

SCOOTER DL-13SH-1958 67A - 02.01.23407235 171815

MOTOR CYCLE DL-9SA-4364 66A -11.01.23-------- --------

SCOOTER DL-5SDM-1981 65A -11.01.2375772 75395
SCOOTER DL-13SL-3425 58A -24.02.23259171 8027691

SCOOTER DL-5SBE-3370 46A - 02.03.23151603 150953
SCOOTER DL-14SM-2861 50A - 09.04.232E+06 8859

DL-13SV-9454 87A - 20.04.238E+06 8004761

MOTOR CYCLE DL-14SE-1428 47A - 02.05.23135311 116856

GANDHI NAGAR
GANDHI NAGAR

GANDHI NAGAR
GANDHI NAGAR

GANDHI NAGAR
GANDHI NAGAR

GANDHI NAGAR

SCOOTER DL-5SCD-1664 93A - 02.05.231E+06 47148
SCOOTER DL-6SAM-0135 83A - 03.05.23168005 8056896

SCOOTER DL-13SW-3799 60A - 03.05.232E+06 A1040

SCOOTER DL-5SBE-8643 67A -14.05.2327842 8328806
MOTOR CYCLE DL-5SCA-9255 35A -17.05.2372043 38797

MOTOR CYCLE UP-14DC-6549 55A -19.05.232104 2095

SCOOTER DL-10SX-9742 90A - 05.06.23334372 334338

MOTOR CYCLE DL-13SN-2949 55A - 29.06.2340546 2040531
MOTOR CYCLE DL-5SCW-1357 56A - 29.06.232E+06 G02768

MOTOR CYCLE DL-13ST-0312 87A - 02.11.2224722 ---------

WEGO DL-14SC-0708 95A - 10.11.227290 ---------

ACTIVA DL-5SBX-6350 31A - 12.11.22------- 47253

KRISHNA NAGAR
KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR

GANDHI NAGAR

GANDHI NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR
KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR

MOTOR CYCLE DL-5SAT-2076 78A -15.12.2220461 --------
SPLENDER DL-2SM-0874 49A - 24.12.22-------- 3503

ACTIVA DL-7SAD-3494 57A - 09.01.2356865 --------

SPLENDER 45A -19.01.23-------- 2705UP-21R-6626
ACTIVA 75A - 21.01.2339771 --------DL-5SBG-7566

DISCOVER 43A - 24.01.2365105 --------DL-8SBP-4045

ACTIVA 67A - 27.01.2354813 --------DL-2SM-9548KRISHNA NAGAR

KRISHNA NAGAR SPLENDER 64A - 28.01.23---------- 34DL-7SCB-7143
84
85

KRISHNA NAGAR PASSION 56A - 31.01.232130 1775DL-5SBH-8890
KRISHNA NAGAR PULSER 63A - 06.02.237717 --------DL-7SBK-1406

WITHOUT NUMBER
PLATE

SCOOTER



{  }
as they reciprocated the love.
This was the same man who
was often heavily booed by fans
playing in and for the same city
in the Indian Premier League a
couple of months ago. Jasprit
Bumrah and his gang of match-
winning bowlers took turns to
step forward and engage with
the crowd.

Standing towards the centre
of the bus, Rohit and Rahul
Dravid, the captain-coach duo,
lifted each other’s arms and
hugged. Rohit would gradually
head to the back of the bus and
wave along, leading from
behind for a change. And Dravid
being Dravid, retreated to click-
ing pictures of his boys having
the time of their lives.

“I am going to miss this love,”
Dravid said at Wankhede Sta-

dium. “What we have seen today
is absolutely incredible. What
we have seen ever since we
landed in India is incredible. I
have been told that these scenes
were witnessed all over India.”

As a player, Dravid never got
the feel of this as a World Cup
winner. As a country, it had
been over a decade since its
cricket team was placed on a
pedestal and paraded through
the streets.

Everyone who flocked the
stretch of road in South Mum-
bai, coming from far and away
pockets of the city, wanted a
piece of the champions. From
the men who’d climbed through
branches of trees to those who’d
checked into a posh five-star
overlooking the street and were
clicking pictures through their

room windows. From a wheel-
chair-bound woman and a bud-
ding para badminton player to
those free-spirited college kids
who were too young to remem-
ber the rare times such scenes
were witnessed in the history of
Indian cricket.

Rahul Shah, one such teen
from a nearby college that he
bunked for the day, said he
would get goosebumps seeing
visuals on television of MS
Dhoni and his team being simi-
larly paraded through the city’s
streets the last time India were
world T20 champions back in
2007.

This time, through a belated
bash that began in Barbados
and carried on in Mumbai via a
quick stopover in Delhi, he had
seen it in person.

the way, when Rohit and his
men were still mid-air, halfway
into their flight to Mumbai from
Delhi.

When the “Mumbai ka raja”
and his triumphant troops
finally made their way atop an
open-air bus to kick-start their
victory parade -- around 2.5
hours later than the original
schedule that left many standing
on the streets a touch restless --
the multitude assembled by the
breezy Queen’s Necklace let
loose.

Virat Kohli, amid deafening
chants of “Kohli, Kohli”, began
the public party by first holding
aloft the World Cup trophy and
then kissing it. Hardik Pandya
also stood right in front, animat-
edly fist-bumping to the masses

CUP OF JOY

floors. There was so much
smoke. Most people managed to
come out of the building them-
selves.” 

Meena said that a clinic and
salon on the upper-ground floor
were shut at the time of the inci-
dent.

While all inhabitants exited
the building, the 16-year-old girl
was stuck on a balcony of her
second-floor house. “She got

scared and didn’t come out. A
fireman climbed up a ladder and
helped bring her down. She was
unhurt,” Meena said. 

Officials said the fire was con-
trolled by 9am and the flames
were doused by 9.50am. 

Meena said that most posses-
sions in all residences were gut-
ted. “Only a few things may have
been saved. Everything was
burnt,” Meena said.

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A 16-year-old girl
was rescued from a fire that
erupted in a residential building
in East of Kailash early Thurs-
day, fire department officials
said, adding there was no injury
reported in the incident. It took
four hours for the fire depart-
ment to put out the flames and
the cause was uncertain, officials
said.

Delhi Fire Services director
Atul Garg said the fire broke out
in F-Block around 5.50am and
eight fire tenders were pressed
into service. The building com-
prised a basement, stilt parking,
upper-ground, first, second and
third floors, he said.

“The entire building caught
fire. There were offices and
shops on the upper-ground floor
and three floors above that were
inhabited by families,” he said. 

Additional divisional officer
Yashwant Meena, who
responded to the fire call, said:
“There is no clarity on where the
fire started from but at the spot,
people said that fire started from
an air conditioner on the first
floor and then spread to the
upper ground, second and third

{ STUCK ON BALCONY } POSSESSIONS GUTTED

16-year-old girl rescued from 
fire in East of Kailash house

Fire officials are yet to determine the cause of the fire. Residents 
said it started from the first floor. HT PHOTO

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Two people were
injured after a group of five to six
men assaulted them on a busy
road in Jaitpur, southeast Delhi,
on Wednesday night, police said.

Deputy commissioner of
police (southeast) Rajesh Deo
said police received a call at 10.12
pm regarding the incident. A
team reached the spot and found
two men, Akash Kumar and Vis-
hal Kumar, injured. They were
taken to a hospital for medical
attention, police officers aware
of the matter said. 

A CCTV footage of the inci-
dent surfaced on social media on
Thursday. The video ostensibly
showed one of the victims
pinned down on the road by the
suspects who kicked and
punched him. The assault con-
tinued for nearly 45 minutes till
some locals intervened and
stopped the attackers.

“One of the suspects was iden-
tified as Nikhil Singh alias Nicky.
A case of attempt to commit cul-
pable homicide has been regis-
tered under section 110/3(5) of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS). The motive of the fight
was a petty dispute. We are
investigating the matter,” said
Deo.

TWO INJURED 
IN ASSAULT BY 
SIX PEOPLE IN 
SOUTHEAST DELHI

NEW DELHI
FRIDAY
JULY 05, 2024 09My Delhi

S. No. NAME OF P.S TYPE OF VEHICLES REGISTRATION NO. ENGINE NO. CHESIS NO. DD No. AND DATE

SEEMAPURI MAESTRO 76A-01.03.234443 --------DL-5SBW-7893186
187

188

189

190

191

192

193
194

195
196

197

198

199

200

201
202

203

204
205

206

207
208

209

211
212
213
214

215

216

217

218

219
220

221

222
223

224

225
226

227

228

SEEMAPURI CBR 83A-02.03.2321883 21854DL-3SCV-2422

SEEMAPURI TVS SPORT 80A-10.03.2324704 24200DL-7SBB-7436

SEEMAPURI SHINE 87A-11.03.23-------- 6503DL-5SCD-2415

SEEMAPURI PASSION 68A-14.03.2318577 17223DL-13SD-5120

SEEMAPURI JUPITER 3A-27.03.23134359 49138DL-5SBT-3999

SEEMAPURI DISCOVER 98A-27.03.2393501 93432DL-7SBE-8876

SEEMAPURI PULSAR 82A-28.03.23101582 73421UP-14AN-1047

SEEMAPURI MEASTRO 84A-31.03.2324947 16263DL-5SAQ-3955

SEEMAPURI SPLENDER 91A-03.04.232415 2461DL-8SDC-7870

SEEMAPURI PULSAR 11A-08.04.2321933 22109DL-6SAK-1544

SEEMAPURI PASSION 85A-09.04.23------- 3342
KL-01BE-6622SEEMAPURI DURO 86A-10.04.23------- 13641

SEEMAPURI SPLENDER 55A-13.04.2374840 38473DL-10AC-3104
SEEMAPURI PULSAR 11A-13.04.2323710 45121DL-6SAW-3498

SEEMAPURI SPLENDER 99A-22.04.231423 4834UP-14DQ-7069

SEEMAPURI SPLENDER 81A-29.04.2338977 29701DL-5SBQ-7258
SEEMAPURI SPLENDER 109A-03.05.23-------- 35471UP-14FF-4498

SEEMAPURI ACTIVA 77A-05.05.2376122 54115DL-7SBX-6355

SEEMAPURI VIKRANT 103A-05.05.23-------- 15220DL-10SH-6150

SEEMAPURI AVNIS 81A-08.05.2339245 6858DL-5SCV-4978
SEEMAPURI ACTIVA 103A-10.05.2394473 -------DL-5SBD-6131

SEEMAPURI SPLENDER 103A-13.05.23------- 194DL-5SAL-3138

SEEMAPURI PLATINA 94A-15.05.2343200 90373DL-5SBK-6392

210 SEEMAPURI SPLENDER 163A-17.05.2332353 72769
WITHOUT NUMBER

PLATE
SEEMAPURI SCOOTY 117A-18.05.2365201 15192DL-14SQ-2918
SEEMAPURI SPLENDER 133A-19.05.2319432 19289UP-14AQ-3036

SEEMAPURI ACTIVA 93A-23.05.2349561 -------DL-6SAX-2515

SEEMAPURI SPLENDER 110A-24.05.2334858 24087UP-14DA-4604

SEEMAPURI SPLENDER 29A-26.05.2350189 64297WITHOUT NUMBER
PLATE

SEEMAPURI ACTIVA 125A-26.05.2386795 86755DL-3SCP-2557
SEEMAPURI DELUXE 92A-28.05.23-------- 18685DL-5SBL-2553

SEEMAPURI SPLENDER 95A-01.06.232006 2566UP-13K-8747

SEEMAPURI SPLENDER 89A-06.06.2372091 --------DL-7SLB-8934

SEEMAPURI MOTOR CYCLE 108A-07.06.2315733 10013DL-5SCN-7517

SEEMAPURI RAIDER 96A-08.06.2324567 2012DL-5SDA-2041
SEEMAPURI SPLENDER 68A-09.06.2320553 10053DL-13ST-2343

SEEMAPURI SPLENDER 88A-11.06.2382025 36701DL-5SCW-9829

SEEMAPURI ACTIVA 98A-11.06.23690 55UP-16DQ-4103

SEEMAPURI XTREAM 91A-13.06.238683 5859DL-13SM-8737
SEEMAPURI ACTIVA 113A-13.06.2389331 92708DL-13S-7008

SEEMAPURI MAESTRO 75A-16.06.2327216 27442DL-5SAL-2347

SEEMAPURI NTORQ 113A-16.06.231553 1759DL-3SEL-2361

229

230
231
232

SEEMAPURI PLATINA 109A-20.06.2364826 -------WITHOUT NUMBER
PLATE

SEEMAPURI SHINE 117A-22.06.23DL-6SBJ-4689

SEEMAPURI ACTIVA 131A-27.06.2314606DL-14SC-3788 12519

SEEMAPURI SPLENDER 134A-04.07.233821DL-7SBX-1248 2905

233
234

235

236

237

238
239

240
241

242
243

244

245
246

247

248

249

250
251

252

253
254

255
256
257

258
259

260

261

262

263

264

265

266

267

268

269
270

271

272

273

274

275
276

SEEMAPURI SPLENDER 103A-27.07.236798DL-14SJ-4775 90708

SEEMAPURI SHINE 23A-31.07.2316959DL-13X-1722 47460

SEEMAPURI ACTIVA 112A-01.08.2347466UP-80CD-0593 36413

SEEMAPURI SPLENDER 63A-13.08.2364449 34392WITHOUT NUMBER
PLATE

SEEMAPURI TWISTER 20A-17.08.23158141 101632DL-5SCA-7298

SEEMAPURI SPLENDER 119A-17.08.2330872 16412DL-5SCB-2217
GTB ENCLAVE ACTIVA 51A-04.01.2346716 347781DL-5SBE-6152

GTB ENCLAVE
GTB ENCLAVE

GTB ENCLAVE
GTB ENCLAVE

GTB ENCLAVE
GTB ENCLAVE

GTB ENCLAVE

GTB ENCLAVE

GTB ENCLAVE

GTB ENCLAVE

MOTOR CYCLE 96A-14.01.23539 853DL-10ST-8665
MOTOR CYCLE 98A-02.02.2391487 42885DL-8SCR-5163

MOTOR CYCLE 51A-05.02.23------- 4113UP-16TE-0556

MOTOR CYCLE 96A-10.02.238629 --------DL-5SP-9983

MOTOR CYCLE 36A-23.02.23-------- 25810UP-14DQ-3537

AUTO 46A-25.02.23-------- --------DL-7RV-3526

APACHE 70A-26.02.23-------- 14300DL-5SX-1938
MOTOR CYCLE 102A-27.02.23-------- 16698DL-6SAE-9810

MOTOR CYCLE 49A-10.03.23-------- 12136DL-5SCH-7895

TSR 103A-11.03.2365192 28171DL-1RZ-6670

SCOOTY 110A-26.03.234237 -------DL-5SBX-6005GTB ENCLAVE

GTB ENCLAVE

GTB ENCLAVE

GTB ENCLAVE
GTB ENCLAVE

GTB ENCLAVE

GTB ENCLAVE
GTB ENCLAVE

GTB ENCLAVE

GTB ENCLAVE
GTB ENCLAVE

MOTOR CYCLE 40A-30.03.232310 26843DL-6SAZ-4097

MOTOR CYCLE 103A-03.04.23106 859DL-8SAT-4039
MOTOR CYCLE 16A-24.04.23-------- 4849DL-7SBV-6919

MOTOR CYCLE 97A-02.02.23-------- 6253DL-5SBP-3486

ACTIVA 110A-17.05.2331402 32195DL-7SCL-1676

MOTOR CYCLE 44A-26.05.23-------- -------UP-17FV-4304

MOTOR CYCLE 98A-30.05.2359700 55032DL-14SA-6406
MOTOR CYCLE 64A-04.06.2394993 54304DL-5SCD-2848

MOTOR CYCLE 155A-09.06.2336796 54720DL-5SCB-8882

GTB ENCLAVE

GTB ENCLAVE

GTB ENCLAVE

GTB ENCLAVE
GTB ENCLAVE
GTB ENCLAVE

GTB ENCLAVE

MS PARK

MS PARK

MS PARK

MS PARK

MS PARK

MS PARK

MS PARK

MS PARK

MS PARK

MOTOR CYCLE 85A-11.06.23------- 9477UP-13AQ-4652

MOTOR CYCLE 06A-20.06.2314818DL-7SBF-2444 75721

MOTOR CYCLE 06A-20.06.234490DL-5SCX-2437 4602

MOTOR CYCLE 15A-21.06.23235932300WITHOUT NUMBER
PLATE

MOTOR CYCLE 64A-21.06.2357292-------UP-14DM-4713

MOTOR CYCLE 113A-21.06.2350007DL-5SCM-1506 8184
MOTOR CYCLE 114A-21.06.2335398DL-5SCA-8832 59461

MOTOR CYCLE 07A-27.06.2320584DL-5SCH-6127 646123
SCOOTY 94 A-18.07.22------UK-0BAC-1750 1417

SPLENDER 95 A-27.02.2321852DL-13SN-4863 21580

PASSION 37 A-08.03.231751DL-5SBU-7313 -------

SCOOTY 81 A-09.03.23--------DL-13SW-2839 84401

GLAMOUR 91 A-06.06.231336UP-14BM-6532 17856

PASSION 8 A-18.06.2342121DL-13SK-6900 -------

SCOOTY 126 A-04.07.235100DL-5SAR-2065 4657

SCOOTY 97 A-25.07.2341429DL-5SBD-5089 39910

SPLENDER 84 A-02.06.2269782UP-16BM-0483 40123

S. No. NAME OF P.S TYPE OF VEHICLES REGISTRATION NO. ENGINE NO. CHESIS NO. DD No. AND DATE

DP/9673/SHD/2024

SD/-
ADDL. DY.COMMISSIONER OF POLICE-II

SHAHDARA DISTRICT, DELHI

DL-5SCC-5289



Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Board
Department of Tourism and Civil Aviation

Government of Himachal Pradesh
P57133-001-Sustainable and Inclusive Tourism Development Project in Himachal Pradesh

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
Date : 05.07.2024
OCB Invitation for Bids No. : SITDP-HP_W12/2023-24/
Contract Package No. : SITDP-HP_W12
Deadline for Submission of Bid : 08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs.
1. The Government of India as the “Borrower” has applied for financing from the Asian Development

Bank (ADB) towards the cost of Sustainable and Inclusive Tourism Development Project in Himachal
Pradesh. Part of this financing will be used for payments under the Contract named above. Bidding
is open to Bidders from eligible source countries of the ADB.

2. The Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Board (HPTDB), under Department of Tourism and
Civil Aviation, Government of Himachal Pradesh (“the Employer”), invites sealed bids from eligible
Bidders for the “Wellness Centre at Banoti, District Shimla, Himachal Pradesh.

3. The details of Contract Package are as follow:-

S.
No.

Name of Work Bid
Security

Period of
completion

1. Wellness Centre at Banoti, District Shimla, Himachal Pradesh
(SH:- Civil, WS & SI, EI, Fire Fighting, Fire Alarm system and
Surveillance System etc.)

INR 5.52
million

30 Months

To be qualified under this package, the Bidder should meet the following requirements

Qualifying Criteria Minimum Value (INR)
1. Minimum Average Annual Construction Turnover (AACT) for the last

Five (5) Financial Years [FYs, 2018-19, 2019-20, 2020-21, 2021-22,
2022-23]

Equal to or more than
INR 442.00 million

2. Must demonstrate availability of Financial Resources (less its financial obligations for current
contract commitments), meets or exceeds the total requirement for the subject contract, as
detailed below;
Sole Bidder INR 55.00 million

i) For JV: One Partner must meet or exceed its required share of 40% INR 22.00 million
ii) For JV: Each Partner must meet or exceed its required share of 25% INR 14.00 million
iii) The combined financial resources of the Joint Venture must INR 55.00 million
3. Contracts of Similar Size and Nature:

1. Participation as a contractor, Joint Venture partner, or Subcontractor, in at least one contract
that has been satisfactorily and substantially completed* within the last 7 years and that is similar
to the proposed works where the value of the Bidder’s participation exceeds INR 442.00 million.
2. Participation as a contractor, Joint Venture partner, or Subcontractor, in at least two contract
that has been satisfactorily and substantially completed* within the last 7 years and that is similar
to the proposed works, where the value of the Bidder’s participation exceeds INR 276.00 million.

Further details are indicated in the Section 3 – Evaluation and Qualification Criteria of the Bidding
Document.
4. Open Competitive Bidding (OCB) will be conducted in accordance with ADB’s “Single-Stage, Two-

Envelope” bidding procedure and is open to all Bidders from eligible countries of ADB.
5. To obtain further information and inspect the Bidding Documents, bidders should contact:

The Project Director
Sustainable and Inclusive Tourism Development Project in Himachal Pradesh
Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Board (HPTDB)
Department of Tourism and Civil Aviation
First Floor, U.S. Club
Shimla – 171 001, HP, India
Tel: +91-177-2659962, 2659926, Fax: +91-177-2659925
Email: projectdirector.adbhp@gmail.com, Website: www.himachaltourism.gov.in

6. For bid submission:
• Participating bidders should be registered in e-procurement portal www.hptenders.gov.in.
• Cost of Bid document in form of Demand Draft (DD) in favor of Project Director, Sustainable and

Inclusive Tourism Development Project in Himachal Pradesh, payable at Shimla
• Interested and eligible bidders may submit their complete proposal as prescribed in the Bid Document

along with the receipt of requisite Bid Security Amount and non-refundable Bid Document Cost.
• Bids received without the payment of Bid Document Cost and/or Bid Security Amount shall be

summarily rejected.
• The Employer will not be responsible for any costs or expenses incurred by Bidders in connection

with the preparation or submission of Bids.
• Bids must be submitted online through e-procurement portal on or before the date and time specified

in the Bidding Document. Late bids will not be admitted by the e-procurement system. The Employer
will not be responsible for any delay in submission of bid due to any reason.

• Key dates

S. No. Event Date/Time
1. Online Publication 05.07.2024 at 1800 Hrs
2. Start Date of downloading of Bid document 08.07.2024 at 1800 Hrs
3. Pre-bid Meeting (online/off line) 15.07.2024 at 1500 Hrs
4. Date & time for start of online submission of Bids 03.08.2024 at 1800 Hrs
5. Deadline for online submission of Bids 08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs
6. Deadline for Physical submission of the following original

documents
a) Bid Security (in form of bank guarantee only)

08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs

b) Submission of cost of Bid document (in form of Demand Draft) 08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs
7. Date of opening of Technical bid 08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs
8. Date of opening of Price bid (Will be later intimated to all

technically responsive bidders
7. Any addendum, clarification to the bidder’s queries and corrigendum etc. will be published on

the e-proc web site www.hptenders.gov.in and will not be published in Newspapers. If any date
specified herein is a holiday, then the next working day will be considered for the activity and the time
will remain the same.

6. Right to revise or amend this notice and/or the Bid Document, fully or partially, prior to the last date
notified for submission of Bids or on any subsequent date is reserved by the Employer.

7. Pre-Bid meeting with the Bidders will be held at Office of the Project Director (address given below)
at 1500 Hrs. on 15.07.2024. Bidders interested in participating in the bids are advised to attend the
same through online or physically. Bidders are encouraged to visit the site, at their own cost, before
the Pre-Bid meeting/submission of Bid.

Sd/-
The Project Director

Sustainable and Inclusive Tourism Development Project in Himachal Pradesh
Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Board (HPTDB)

Department of Tourism and Civil Aviation
First Floor, U.S. Club

Shimla – 171 001, HP, India
Tel: +91-177-2659962, 2659926, Fax: +91-177-2659925

DPR HP-0142 Email: projectdirector.adbhp@gmail.com, Website: www.himachaltourism.gov.in

Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Board
Department of Tourism and Civil Aviation

Government of Himachal Pradesh
P57133-001-Sustainable and Inclusive Tourism
Development Project in Himachal Pradesh
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

Date : 05.07.2024
OCB Invitation for Bids No. : SITDP-HP_W10/2023-24/
Contract Package No. : SITDP-HP_W10
Deadline for Submission of Bid : 08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs.
1. The Government of India as the “Borrower” has applied for financing from the Asian Development

Bank (ADB) towards the cost of Sustainable and Inclusive Tourism Development Project in
Himachal Pradesh. Part of this financing will be used for payments under the Contract named
above. Bidding is open to Bidders from eligible source countries of the ADB.
The Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Board (HPTDB), under Department of Tourism and
Civil Aviation, Government of Himachal Pradesh (“the Employer”), invites sealed bids from eligible
Bidders for the “Wellness Centre at Kullu, District Kullu, Himachal Pradesh”.

2. The details of Contract Package are as follow:-

S.
No.

Name of Work Bid Security Period of completion

1. Wellness Centre at Kullu, District Kullu, Himachal
Pradesh
(SH:- Civil, WS & SI, EI, Fire Fighting, Fire Alarm system
and Surveillance System etc.)

INR 2.63
million

24 Months

To be qualified under this package, the Bidder should meet the following requirements

Qualifying Criteria Minimum Value (INR)
1. Minimum Average Annual Construction Turnover(AACT) for the last Five

(5) Financial Years [FYs, 2018-19, 2019-20,2020-21, 2021-22, 2022-23]
Equal to or more than
INR 263.00 million

2. Must demonstrate availability of Financial Resources (less its financial obligations for current
contract commitments), meets or exceeds the total requirement for the subject contract, as
detailed below;
Sole Bidder INR 33.00 million

i) For JV: One Partner must meet or exceed its required share of 40% INR 13.00 million
ii) For JV: Each Partner must meet or exceed its required share of 25% INR 8.00 million
iii) The combined financial resources of the Joint Venture must INR 33.00 million
3. Contracts of Similar Size and Nature:

1. Participation as a contractor, Joint Venture partner, or Subcontractor, in at least one contract that
has been satisfactorily and substantially completed* within the last 7 years and that is similar to
the proposed works, where the value of the Bidder’s participation exceeds INR 210.00 million.

2. Participation as a contractor, Joint Venture partner, or Subcontractor, in at least two contract that
has been satisfactorily and substantially completed* within the last 7 years and that is similar to
the proposed works, where the value of the Bidder’s participation exceeds INR 132.00 million.

Further details are indicated in the Section 3 – Evaluation and Qualification Criteria of the Bidding
Document.
3. Open Competitive Bidding (OCB) will be conducted in accordance with ADB’s “Single-Stage,

Two-Envelope” bidding procedure and is open to all Bidders from eligible countries of ADB.
4. To obtain further information and inspect the Bidding Documents, bidders should contact:

The Project Director
Sustainable and Inclusive Tourism Development Project in Himachal Pradesh
Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Board (HPTDB)
Department of Tourism and Civil Aviation
First Floor, U.S. Club
Shimla – 171 001, HP, India
Tel: +91-177-2659962, 2659926, Fax: +91-177-2659925
Email: projectdirector.adbhp@gmail.com, Website: www.himachaltourism.gov.in

5. For bid submission:
• Participating bidders should be registered in e-procurement portal www.hptenders.gov.in.
• Cost of Bid document in form of Demand Draft (DD) in favor of Project Director, Sustainable and

Inclusive Tourism Development Project in Himachal Pradesh, payable at Shimla
• Interested and eligible bidders may submit their complete proposal as prescribed in the Bid

Document along with the receipt of requisite Bid Security Amount and non-refundable Bid
Document Cost.

• Bids received without the payment of Bid Document Cost and/or Bid Security Amount shall be
summarily rejected.

• The Employer will not be responsible for any costs or expenses incurred by Bidders in connection
with the preparation or submission of Bids.

• Bids must be submitted online through e-procurement portal on or before the date and time
specified in the Bidding Document. Late bids will not be admitted by the e-procurement system.
The Employer will not be responsible for any delay in submission of bid due to any reason.

• Key dates

S.
No.

Event Date/Time

1. Online Publication 05.07.2024 at 1800 Hrs
2. Start Date of downloading of Bid document 08.07.2024 at 1800 Hrs
3. Pre-bid Meeting (online/off line) 15.07.2024 at 1500 Hrs
4. Date & time for start of online submission of Bids 03.08.2024 at 1800 Hrs
5. Deadline for online submission of Bids 08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs
6. Deadline for Physical submission of the following

original documents
a) Bid Security (in form of bank guarantee only) 08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs

b) Submission of cost of Bid document (in form of
Demand Draft)

08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs

7. Date of opening of Technical bid 08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs
8. Date of opening of Price bid) (Will be later intimated to all technically

responsive bidders
6. Any addendum, clarification to the bidder’s queries and corrigendum etc. will be published on

the e-proc web site www.hptenders.gov.in and will not be published in Newspapers. If any date
specified herein is a holiday, then the next working day will be considered for the activity and the
time will remain the same.

7. Right to revise or amend this notice and/or the Bid Document, fully or partially, prior to the last
date notified for submission of Bids or on any subsequent date is reserved by the Employer.

8. Pre-Bid meeting with the Bidders will be held at Office of the Project Director (address given
below) at 1500 Hrs. on 15.07.2024. Bidders interested in participating in the bids are advised to
attend the same through online or physically. Bidders are encouraged to visit the site, at their own
cost, before the Pre-Bid meeting/submission of Bid.

Sd/-
The Project Director

Sustainable and Inclusive Tourism Development Project in Himachal Pradesh
Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Board (HPTDB)

Department of Tourism and Civil Aviation
First Floor, U.S. Club

Shimla – 171 001, HP, India
Tel: +91-177-2659962, 2659926, Fax: +91-177-2659925

DPR HP-0140 Email: projectdirector.adbhp@gmail.com, Website: www.himachaltourism.gov.in

DIRECTORATE OF MINES AND GEOLOGY, HARYANA
PLOT NO. 9, DHL SQUARE, 2ND FLOOR
I.T. PARK, SECTOR-22, PANCHKULA

PUBLIC NOTICE

E-AUCTION PROGRAMME
No. DMG/HY/e-Auction/Panchkula/2015/3319 Dated: 04.07.2024

This is for the information of General Public that e-Auction for grant of 06 mining units/mineral rights
for excavation of minor mineral ‘Boulder Gravel Sand and only Sand from District Panchkula will be held
on 05.08.2024 as per schedule given below:

Sr.
No.

Titles From To

1. Registration and Creation of user
ID and uploading of documents

05.07.2024
10.00 AM

02.08.2024
Upto 05.00 PM

2. Deposition of EMD 05.07.2024
10.00 AM

02.08.2024
Upto 05.00 PM

3. E-service fee 05.07.2024 02.08.2024
Upto 05.00 PM

4. Bidding 05.08.2024
10.00 AM

Till the conclusion of
Auction

Note: The manual for prospective bidders shall be available on e-Auction portal.
2. Details of 06 minor mineral units are as under:-

Sr.
No.

Name of Mining Unit Total mineral
concession

area (In Acre)

Reserve Price
(Rs. in Crore)

Period
(in year)

Name of
mineral

1. Basawal-Khera 39.55 6.90 09 BGS
2. Mandlai 25.26 4.30 07 BGS
3. Gobindpur 86.90 14.18 10 BGS
4. Narainpur-Rampur 98.98 14.48 07 BGS
5. Raipur rani-Manaktabra 41.83 6.50 09 BGS
6. Badona Khurd-Kheri 57.61 9.14 09 Sand

3. The period of contract shall commence w.e.f. the date of grant of Environmental Clearance by the
competent authority and the Consent to Operate (CTO) by the State Pollution Control Board, whichever
is later, or on expiry of the period of 12 months from the date of issuance of Lol, whichever is earlier.

4. The mining contractor shall got prepare a Mining Plan along with the Mine Closure Plan (Progressive
& Final) from the Recognized Qualified Person as per Chapter 10 of the “The State Rules, 2012” for
mining area granted on contract and shall get the same approved by an officer authorized by the Director,
Mines & Geology, in this behalf. He shall also be liable to prepare “Replenishment Study Report” from
Qualified Person.

Further, he/they will also be liable to submit drone survey reports along with images before start of
mining operation and every year, will also submit quarterly report i.e. January 15th, April 15th, June
15th, August 15th & November 15th that includes pre-monsoon drone survey report of the month of
June and a post monsoon drone survey report conducted in the last week of September alongwith
images so taken from drone from DRIISHYAO.

5. The contractor/Lol Holder shall obtain prior Environmental Clearance for the Mining block (s)/ area
from Competent Authority as required under notification dated 14/09/2006 issued by the MOE&F, Gol
or as amended from time to time and also other required approvals for miffing including Consent to
Establish and Consent to Operate before commencement of actual mining operation.

6. After the acceptance of highest bid by the State Government and on issuance of Letter of Intent, the
Lol holder shall execute an agreement in Form MC-1 (including security as per approved Government/
collector rate) appended to the ‘Haryana Minor Mineral Concession, Stocking, Transportation of Minerals
and Prevention of Illegal Mining Rules, 2012’ within a period of 90 days of the order of grant of Lot;

7. For all other detailed terms and conditions of e-Auction, the intending. Bidder can download Auction
Notice/documents from the website of the department minesharyana.gov.in or from the Haryana
Government Website www.haryana.gov.in. The Auction notice can also be obtained from the office of
the Mining Officer, Mines and Geology Department, Panchkula or from the office of Director General,
Mines and Geology, Haryana, 2nd Floor, DHL Square, Plot No. 9, Sector-22, IT Park, Panchkula on any
working day.

Director General
RO No. 1150/11/50/2025/27487/19/7 Mines and Geology, Haryana

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BALASORE

By E_Mail/e-Despatch
E Mail ID :serw_balasore@yahoo.in / Ph-No-06782/260318 / Balia, Balasore
Repair and Maintenance of Rural Roads Under PMGSY & Other Scheme

e-Procurement Notice
Bid Identification No. Online-CCE-BLS-NCB-03 of 2023-24

The Chief Construction Engineer, R. W. Circle, Balasore on behalf of Odisha State Rural RoadAgency invites
percentage rate bids in electronic tendering system for Repair/Maintenance of the Rural, roads
Constructed under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana in the districts of Balasore/ Bhadrak for 05 (Five)
number of packages with estimated cost totaling to Rs 3.77 Cr including maintenance for five year from the
eligible contractors registered with state PWD / CPWD / MES / Railways. The registered bidder of outside
Odisha, can also participate in this process, but shall have to subsequently undergo registration with the
appropriate authority of the State Govt. preferably within a month of the deadline for bid submission, but prior
to signing of the contract
Date of release of Invitation for Bids throughe-procurement.dtd. 09.07.2024
Availability of Bid Documents and mode of submission: The bid document is available online and should
be submitted online in http://www.pmgsytenders.gov.in The bidder would be required to register in the
web-site which is free of cost. For submission of the bids, the bidder is required to have a valid Digital Signature
Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized CertifyingAuthorities.The bidders are required to submit (a) original
Demand Draft towards the cost of bid document and (b) original bid security in approved form and (c) original
affidavit regarding correctness of information furnished with bid document as per provisions of Clause4.4B(a)(ii)
of ITB with C.C.E.,R.W.Circle, Balasore on a date not later than three working days after the opening of
technical qualification part of the Bid, either by registered post or by hand, failing which the bids shall be
declared nonresponsive.
Last Date/Time for receipt of bids throughe-procurement: 29.02.2024 upto. 05.00 P.M. For further details
please logon to http://www.pmgsytenders.gov.in.

Chief Engineer,
R.W. Circle, Balasore.
OIPR - 25105/11/0003/2425

O-88

Government of Jammu and Kashmir
JAL SHAKTI DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF EXECUTTIVE ENGINEER, PHE MECHANICAL RURAL DIVISION, SRINAGAR, KASHMIR

Corrigendum-II

For E-NIT No. PHE/MRD/TS/ 17 of 06/2024 DT: - 15.06.2024 issued vide this office No:-PHE/MRD/TS/983-94 DT: -
15.06.2024 and published vide No: 2024_PHE_250436_1 is hereby extended due to poor response. The new closing and
opening dates are given below:

S.NO. Description Date Time
1. Closing date 08.07.2024 11.00 AM
2. Bid opening date 08.07.2024 12.00 PM

No: PHE/MRD/1213-24
Dated: 03.07.2024 Sd/-

Executive Engineer
PHE Mechanical Rural Division

DIP-K-2320 Srinagar

Government of Odisha
Sports & Youth Services Department

SYS-BPSPC-MISCS-0004-2021 / 63 Date: 04/07/2024
Request for Proposal

Sports & Youth Services Department, Government of Odisha invites bids from reputed agencies to the RIP for
"Procurement of Swimming Pool Chemicals for DSYS, Government of Odisha". The details of the
document are available at the below mentioned website.
Website: https://tendersodisha.gov.in & https://sports.odisha.gov.in
Interested firms/ parties/ agencies are advised to study the RfP document carefully before submitting their bid.
Important Dates and Information:
Last date and time for sending Pre-bid queries — Date: 11/07/2024; Time: 4:00 PM
Pre-bid Meeting — 12/07/2024; Time: 11:30 AM
Last date and time of submission of proposal — 25/07/2024; Time: 3:00 PM
Opening of the Technical Bid - Date: 25/07/2024; Time: 4:00 PM

-Sd/-
Commissioner-cum-Secretary

OIPR - 29001/11/0006/2425

TT-

NOTICE OF ORDER PASSED
Order No. WTM/KV/EFD/DRA1/30326/2024-25 dated May 08, 2024 in the
matter of Indus Weir Industries Limited has been passed.
The Order could not be served at the last known addresses of the entities
mentioned in the Table below.

Name of Entity Address of Entity
Indus Weir
Industries Limited

44/1, West Guru Angad Nagar, Vikas Marg, Opposite
Scope Tower, Laxmi Nagar, Delhi

Prince Rana 45/43, Naugarh, PO-Kachni, Waidhan, Singrauli,
Madhya Pradesh - 486887

Anuresh Maa Jagdamba Niketan, Ganga Gate No. 33, Rajapur,
Mainpura, Patna-800001

Rasheed Quamar Flat No. 105, Wazir Appartment, Behind Alpana
Market, New Patliputra Colony, Patna, Bihar- 800013

Mazharul Quadri 51, Tola, Hilsanr Tola, Bhagwanpur Hal Siwan,
Bihar-841408

Parthsarthi Adhikari Ward No. 14 A-2, Golemarket Jayant, Waidhan,
Madhya Pradesh-486886

Paras Nath
Sharma

241 Telidih, Chas, Ramnagar Colony, Bokaro Steel
City, Bokaro, Jharkhand 827013

Balchand
Chaurasiya

Pariwa, Singhpur, Ballia, Phehpana, Ballia, Uttar
Pradesh-277503

The above mentioned entity(ies) is/are hereby advised to collect the order
from, Securities and Exchange Board of India, Northern Regional Office
8th floor, Plate B, Tower 1, NBCC Complex East Kidwai Nagar, New
Delhi-110023. The entities are also advised to download a copy of the
Order from the official website of SEBI (www.sebi.gov.in) under the head
“Enforcement –> Orders” or obtain a copy of the Order by sending a request
to ishpreets@sebi.gov.in/gyanendran@sebi.gov.in. The entities can
also download the copy of aforesaid order through following link:
https://www.sebi.gov.in/enforcement/orders/may-2024/order-in-the-
matter-of-indus-weir-industries-ltd-83257.html
Date: June 21, 2024 Gyanendra Niraj
Place: New Delhi Deputy General Manager
CBC 15204/11/0050/2425 Northern Regional Office
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GHAZIABAD:  The Uttar Pradesh 
Police on Thursday arrested six 
people in connection with the 
stampede at a religious gathering 
in Hathras that claimed 121 lives 
earlier this week, officials said, 
adding that self-styled godman, 
“Bhole Baba” whom hundreds of 
thousands flocked to see, remains
at large. 

While those arrested are ‘seva-
dars’ or volunteers of the event, a 
search is on to nab key accused 
and ‘mukhya sevadar’ (head vol-
unteer) Devprakash Madhukar, 
who went missing after the stam-
pede, the deadliest in India since 
2008. A reward of ₹1 lakh will be 
announced for information on 
Madhukar and a non-bailable 
warrant (NBW) will also be issued
against him, the officials added. 

Officials also said that a process
has been initiated to remove Mad-
hukar as supervisor in MGNREGA
work across 20 panchayats. 

“All six people who have been
arrested worked as ‘sevadars’. 
They were arrested by officials of 
Hathras Kotwali and Sikandra 
Rau police stations. A reward of ₹1
lakh will be announced soon and 
NBW will also be issued against 
key accused Madhukar,” inspector
general of police (Aligarh Range) 
Shalabh Mathur said. Those 
arrested were Ram Ladaite (50), 
Upendra ingh Yadav (62), Megh 
Singh (61), Mukesh Kumar (38), 
and women Manju Yadav (30) and
Manju Devi (40) – all from Main-
puri, Firozabad and Hathras. 

“During the course of interroga-
tion, police learnt that the arrested
people are members of the orga-
nising committee and work as 
‘sevadars’. They also followed a 
dress code while working as ‘seva-
dars’. On the day of the incident, 
the ‘sevadars’ tried to stop the 
crowd from proceeding towards 
Baba’s vehicle (when he was leav-
ing). They later left the crowd to 
take ‘charan dhul’ (dust left from 
feet),” Mathur said.

“These ‘sevadars’ made sure
people did not prepare any videos

lA
Guv authorises 
deputy speaker to 
administer oath 
to two TMC MLAs 

KOLKATA: West Bengal 
governor C V Ananda 
Bose has authorised the 
deputy speaker to 
oversee the swearing-in 
of two newly elected 
TMC MLAs in the 
assembly on Friday, a 
senior Raj Bhavan 
official said. “The 
governor has authorised 
deputy speaker Ashish 
Banerjee to conduct the 
ceremony in the 
assembly tomorrow,” 
the official said. The two 
MLAs — Rayat Hossain 
Sarkar and Sayantika 
Banerjee — had declined 
to take oath at the Raj 
Bhavan.

CGST inspector 
arrested by CBI in 
Rajkot for bribery
AHMEDABAD: A Central 
Goods and Services Tax 
(CGST) inspector was 
arrested by CBI on 
Thursday in Rajkot for 
allegedly seeking and 
accepting a bribe of ₹2.5 
lakh, an official said. 
Naveen Dhankar sought 
the bribe from a local 
firm after accusing it of 
not conducting business 
as per law, the official 
said. “He said no goods 
were being transported 
out of the firm as was 
mentioned in the 
records. He then sought 
a bribe of ₹2.5 lakh and 
threatened to cancel the 
firm’s GST number,” a 
CBI release informed.

Court extends 
judicial custody 
of actor Darshan
BENGALURU:  A court in 
Bengaluru on Thursday 
extended till July 18 the 
judicial custody of 
Kannada actor Darshan 
Thoogudeepa along 
with his friend Pavithra 
Gowda and other accused 
in the Renukaswamy 
murder case. All the 
accused were produced 
before the magistrate 
through video 
conferencing from the  
prisons.

help from the Centre after his son
was killed in a landmine explosion
in Naushera in Jammu & Kashmir
in January. The army, however, 
rebutted this, saying a chunk of the
compensation was paid to the next
of kin of Agniveer Ajay Kumar and
the rest would be disbursed 
shortly.  

The Agnipath scheme was a
major departure from the mili-
tary’s decades-old recruitment sys-
tem, and seeks to recruit soldiers 
for only four years, with a provi-
sion of retaining 25% of them in 
regular service. 

Singh’s remarks on X were a
response to a post related to 
national security by Prakash. 
“Economics take a back seat to 
national security. The sole litmus 
test for ANY change or reform in 
the military must be: ‘does it 
enhance or degrade combat effec-
tiveness’,” Prakash wrote on X on 
Wednesday, tagging an edit piece 
written by him in The Indian 

In its present form, the Shri
Narayan Hari Sakar Charitable
Trust was set up only last year.
Through other subsidiary
trusts, it owns ashrams across
the region. Such as one in Kasui
village of Kanpur’s Bidhnu,
where the ‘sevadars’ reside. Or
another that is under construc-
tion in Bhupat Sarai, Etawah,
and is spread over 15 bighas.
There is also one in Patiyali,
where Pal hails from, that is
constructed on over 29 bighas
of land, resembling a fortress
with its watch towers, high
walls, and a grand entrance
gate. Outside the ashram, a
board clearly states that video
recording and photography are
prohibited both inside and out-
side the premises.

However, it has been years
since Pal has visited it, the peo-
ple said. Nor has he visited in
years, the house he owns in
Agra’s Kedar Nagar. It is not
clear how a UP police constable
with modest means built a spiri-
tual empire.Given the secrecy
around him and his organisa-
tion, it is likely this will change.

One of the ashrams of ‘Bhole Baba’ at Naya Gaon 
village in Noida. SUNIL GHOSH/HT

w
READ: Rise of
the self-styled

godman, miracles and all

Admiral KB Singh 

LUCKNOW: Leader of Opposi-
tion in Lok Sabha Rahul Gan-
dhi will visit Hathras on Fri-
day to meet the families of
the victims of the stam-
pede that claimed 121
lives earlier this week.

Uttar Pradesh Con-
gress president Ajay
Rai told news agency
PTI: “Our leader Rahul
Gandhi will visit
Hathras on
F r i d a y .

He will meet the family
members of the victims of
the incident,” said Rai.

Earlier in the day, Rai
blamed the state gov-

ernment for the inci-
dent. 

The stampede
occurred at ‘satsang’
of self-styled god-

man Narayan Sakar
Hari, also known as

Bhole Baba, on
Tuesday. HTC

Rahul to visit Hathras today

applications and models to solve
problems in healthcare, agricul-
ture, education or social sector
should have access to compute
at a subsidised cost.

To give access to the compute
infrastructure, Singh said that it
will largely be trust-based
where end users (start-ups,
researchers) will choose what
kind of infrastructure they want
but the government will intro-
duce some checks and balances
to prevent misuse. Tenders to
procure compute capacity will
be floated soon, Singh said. The
government wants to focus on
the bottlenecks in the AI ecosys-
tem, especially those related to
compute, datasets and skilling,
Singh said.

Singh said that to catch up with
countries like China and the US, 
India needs to invest in research 
ecosystem and compute resour-
ces. While India is the “tech 
garage” of the world and has the 
highest penetration of IT talent, 
deep tech and AI need research 
acumen that goes beyond coding 
skills, he said. “We have the poten-

Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Upendra Dwivedi calls on
defence minister Rajnath Singh, in New Delhi on Thursday. ANI

Rahul Singh 

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The controversy
swirling around the Agnipath
scheme for the induction of sol-
diers into the armed forces fur-
ther deepened on Thursday after
former navy chief Admiral KB
Singh criticised the recruitment
model, saying it will “degrade
the combat effectiveness” of the
military. 

“The only motivation driving
the Agnipath is reducing the
pension bill. The fact that this
scheme will degrade combat
effectiveness is known to all who
understand national security,”
Singh wrote on X on Thursday,
in response to a post on the sub-
ject by another former navy
chief, Admiral Arun Prakash.

Singh’s comments are signifi-
cant because he was among the 
key figures involved in discussions
on the Agnipath proposal and 
retired from the top job in Novem-
ber 2021, months before the 
National Democratic Alliance gov-
ernment announced the scheme 
in June 2022. 

The development came a day
after Leader of Opposition in Lok 
Sabha Rahul Gandhi released a 
video purportedly of the father of 
an Agniveer, saying the family had
not received any compensation or

Express two years ago. HT reached
out to Singh, but he declined to 
comment.

The scheme was recently at the
centre of an intense debate in Par-
liament, with Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and other senior min-
isters accusing the Congress of 
spreading lies about the recruit-
ment model. Earlier this week, 
Gandhi attacked the government 
in Lok Sabha over the scheme, 
claiming that Agniveers recruited
under it were not granted the sta-
tus of martyrs and were akin to 
“use and throw” labour. 

The Congress on Thursday
attacked the government again 
over the controversial scheme. 
Colonel Rohit Chaudhary (retd), 
who heads the opposition party’s 
ex-servicemen wing, said the 
Agniveer scheme was discrimina-
tory and had consequences for 
national security. 

“We should not have two kinds
of soldiers and martyrs in this 
country. This scheme discrimi-
nates against soldiers in service as
well as in martyrdom,” he said at a
press conference.

The army has got positive feed-
back on Agniveers from its units 
and the scheme was finalised after
extensive consultations, former 
army chief General Manoj Pande 
said in January 2024. He retired on
June 30. 

{ AMID ROW OVER SCHEME }  

Agnipath set to hit combat 
effectiveness: Ex-navy chief

In 2022, Chinlunthang had con-
tested the assembly elections 
under the Kuki Peoples Alliance 
(KPA). Police said some portions of
the wall were found damaged and
five empty cases of AK-47 car-
tridges were recovered from the 
spot. “Fortunately, no one was 
injured in the incident. A case has
been registered at Churachandpur
police station and a probe is 

BHOPAL: The Indore bench of
the Madhya Pradesh high court
on Thursday directed the
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) to submit its report on the
survey of Bhojshala, a protected
11th-century monument in the
state’s Dhar district, by July 15.

The ASI had sought four-
week time to submit the report
amid questions over the site’s
religious character. 

While the Hindus consider
the Bhojshala to be a temple
dedicated to Vagdevi (Goddess
Saraswati), the Muslims call it
Kamal Maula Mosque.

  Petitioner Ashish Goyal said:
“The high court gave only 11
days to submit the report. The
court will hear the matter on
July 22.” 

The Hindu Front for Justice
has on May 2, 2022 filed the
petition against offering of
namaz at the Bhojshala and
ASI’s 2003 order that prohibited
Hindus from offering daily puja
inside the premises. HTC

SUBMIT REPORT 
ON BHOJSHALA 
SURVEY BY JULY 15, 
HC DIRECTS ASI

and also did not allow police inter-
vention in the internal cordon (at 
the event venue),” he added. 

At least 121 people, most of
them women and children, were
killed in the stampede on Tues-
day afternoon as they attempted
to leave the haphazardly orga-
nised ‘satsang’ by “Bhole Baba”,
a 65-year-old-man originally
named Suraj Pal, a former cop,
who remains at large. 

The event was held at a par-
tially covered field in Phulari
Mughal Garhi, a village roughly
200km from Delhi, and far from
any major centre with medical
facilities to handle a mass casu-
alty event. Around 250,000 peo-
ple attended the event, beyond
the allotted permission of
80,000, underlining a string of
lapses by the organisers and
administration. 

On Wednesday, chief minister
Yogi Adityanath announced a
judicial investigation led by a
retired high court judge, even as
“Bhole Baba” blamed “anti-social
elements” for the stampede.
Police filed an FIR against Mad-
hukar and unnamed organisers
under various sections of Bhar-
atiya Nyaya Sanhita. 

Asked about “Bhole Baba’s”
role, Mathur said the role of any
person will be ascertained on the
basis of evidence. “The arrests
will depend upon the investigat-
ing officer and evidence col-
lected. The organisers who had
taken permission for the event
and not Baba have been named
in FIR,” he said. 

Mathur’s remarks came as a
team of police entered the ash-
ram premises of “Bhole Baba” in
Mainpuri to check security
arrangement. “He (Baba) was

COAS calls on defence min

“Baba does not trust the
police and administration for
security, his events and commu-
nity service,” explained Anil
Kumar, who has been a devoted
follower for 11 years. “Instead,
he relies on his thousands of
sevadars who manage every
aspect of security. Becoming a
sevadar involves a formal appli-
cation process and selection.
They receive payment, food, and
accommodation within the ash-
ram.”

The Hathras event did have
permission from authorities,
although the crowd is believed
to have been twice than what
was permitted.

Pal resides in Mainpuri Ash-
ram located in Bichuva, sprawl-
ing across 21 bighas of land and
named Hari Nagar. Within this
expansive estate, six rooms are
exclusively reserved for him
and his wife. At the entrance of
his Mainpuri Ashram, a board
displays names of 200 donors,
who have contributed amounts
ranging from a minimum of
₹10,000 to a maximum of ₹2.5
lakh.

“To our knowledge, Baba
oversees 24 ashrams spread
across various parts of the state
and the country. This particular
ashram, completed three years
ago, serves as his residence and
operational base,” another per-
son said.

KOLKATA: The Calcutta high
court on Thursday said it will
hear West Bengal governor CV
Ananda Bose’s defamation suit
against chief minister Mamata
Banerjee on July 10.

Bose had filed the case against
Banerjee on June 28, a day after
the Trinamool Congress chief
alleged that several women had
told her they were afraid to visit
Raj Bhavan. 

The governor’s counsel, dep-
uty solicitor general Dhiraj Triv-
edi, mentioned the matter before
the court of justice Krishna Rao,
who had adjourned the hearing
on Wednesday, for an early hear-
ing date.

Noting that the suit was filed
on the basis of news reports, jus-
tice Krishna Rao pointed out to
Bose’s counsel that publications
referred to in the suit have not
been made party to it. Justice
Rao adjourned the case with the
liberty to the petitioner to take
appropriate steps in this regard.

The judge adjourned the hear-
ing till July 10. HTC

HC TO HEAR ON 
JULY 10 GUV BOSE’S 
DEFAMATION PLEA 
AGAINST MAMATA

neither there yesterday
(Wednesday) nor today,” circle
officer Sunil Kumar Singh said.
Asked why police entered the
ashram, he said, “We are not
here for a probe. We are here to
check security.” 

Meanwhile, Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav hit out at 
Adityanath for suspecting a “con-
spiracy”. “Look, there can’t be a 
conspiracy in this. The conspiracy
could be that the government 
wants to run away from its 
responsibility,” he said.

People perform the last rites of three of their relatives who died in the stampede in Hathras district 
of Uttar Pradesh, on Wednesday. PTI

Peeyush Khandelwal

letters@hindustantimes.com

GHAZIABAD: The lawyer of Suraj
Pal, also known as Narayan
Sarkar Hari and “Bhole Baba”,
on Thursday visited the people
who were injured in the stam-
pede earlier this week and reiter-
ated the self-styled godman’s
claims that the chaos, which
resulted in 121 deaths, was
caused by “anti-social elements”.

Advocate AP Singh, authorised
by Pal to represent him and take 
legal action in the incident, said 
the stampede was caused by “out-
side people” who were probably in
an “inebriated state”. 

“All the injured people admit-
ted in Aligarh told me that there 
was some ruckus created by some
outside people and this finally 
ended up in a stampede. Similar 
opinion was shared by the injured
women admitted at the Hathras 
district hospital. They told me that
these men were outsiders and 
were possibly in an inebriated 
state. They also said that these 
outsiders were never seen attend-
ing any satsangs or any religious 
congregation by Narayan Sarkar 
Hari,” he said after he met the vic-
tims at Aligarh district hospital 
and several women at Bagla dis-
trict hospital in Hathras.

The lawyer also visited the
stampede site on Thursday. 

“The site is quite huge and wide
and it has many entry/exit points.
There were no barricades here 
and there was no obstruction. The
Baba left 20-25 minutes before the
stampede started. It was due to 
some anti-social elements. Nar-
ayan Sarkar Hari is never seen 
publicly and comes only to attend
‘satsangs’ and religious events. We
will cooperate with the investiga-
tion. We have full faith in law and
the Constitution and we are law 
abiding citizens,” he said.

CHAOS CAUSED BY 
OUTSIDERS, WILL 
COOPERATE, SAYS 
BABA VIA LAWYER

6 ‘sevadars’ held over Hathras 
tragedy, preacher still at large

Haidar Naqvi and 
Hemendra Chaturvedi

letters@hindustantimes.com

KANPUR/AGRA: Suraj Pal,
known to his followers as
“Bhole Baba” or Narayan Hari
Sakar, the man behind the large
religious gathering at Hathras
that ended in a tragic stampede,
resulting in the death of 121 peo-
ple, mostly women and chil-
dren, has a sprawling network
of 24 ashrams, a fleet of luxury
cars, and assets worth at least
₹100 crore, according to people
familiar with the matter.

“Bhole Baba” (65) has been
missing since the stampede,
although he released a state-
ment blaming “anti-social ele-
ments”.

To be sure, the police have
not named him in their initial
complaint. On Thursday, six
people, including some of his
key aides, were arrested but
police still did not name him.

Pal’s, the Shri Narayan Hari
Sakar Charitable Trust, oversees
his empire, said the people cited
above, including some who are
closely associated with his oper-
ations.

The source of this wealth is
unclear because most of Pal’s
followers are poor people.

When “Bhole Baba” makes
his grand entrance before his
devotees, he is usually clad in a
crisp white three-piece suit,
replete with a tie and fashiona-
ble eyeglasses. He comes in a
convoy; leading it are 16 com-
mandos in black fatigues,
astride powerful 350 cc motor-
cycles, ensuring a clear path for
his escort of 15 to 30 vehicles.
His Trust’s volunteers (seva-
dars), dressed in light pink
attire and carrying batons, are
strategically positioned along
the route to ensure a smooth
passage for their revered leader
and to make sure that no one
films or takes a photograph. Pal
himself rides in a white Toyota
Fortuner, its interiors adorned
with matching white seat cov-
ers, epitomising both luxury
and spiritual authority, one per-
son said.

{ COP-TURNED-PREACHER } LUXURY CARS, ASHRAMS AMONG PROPERTIES

Self-styled Baba owns 
assets worth ₹100+ cr

Thomas Ngangom

letters@hindustantimes.com

IMPHAL: A group of unidentified 
armed men allegedly fired several
rounds of bullets at the residence 
of a Manipur legislator in the 
state’s Churachandpur district on
Thursday, police said, amid the 
ongoing ethnic turmoil in the 
northeastern state. 

According to police officials, the
group of armed men opened fire at
Singhat (ST) MLA Chinlunthang’s
residence at Zou Veng at around 
12.50am on Thursday.

“The group fired several rounds
at the MLA’s house and escaped, 
taking advantage of the darkness,”
a police officer said, seeking ano-
nymity.

underway,” the officer quoted 
above said. There was no immedi-
ate reaction from Chinlunthang.

More than 220 people have
been killed and over 50,000 dis-
placed in Manipur since the ethnic
violence – primarily between the 
Meiteis and Kukis – erupted on 
May 3 last year. 

In a statement, the Zenhang
Lamka Village Authority con-
demned the attack on the MLA’s 
house and said such incidents will
not be tolerated in the future. 

Meanwhile, the Indigenous
Tribal Leaders’ Forum (ITLF), an 
umbrella group of Kuki organisa-
tions, alleged that a leader of a 
local Kuki body was abducted by a
group of unidentified people who
broke into the house of ITLF secre-

tary Muan Tombing on Wednes-
day night.

In his first comments in Parlia-
ment on the issue, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Wednesday 
asserted that instances of violence
that have roiled the northeastern 
state have begun to decline, and 
that the resumption of schools, 
offices and establishments in the 
state is a sign of normalcy being 
restored, his first comments in 
Parliament on the issue. The 
Supreme Court, on the same day, 
expressed distrust towards the 
state and criticised its government
for failing to provide adequate 
medical care to a Kuki undertrial 
lodged at a jail in Meitei-domi-
nated Imphal and for the state’s 
inability to safely transport him.

{ MANIPUR } AMID ETHNIC CONFLICT

FIVE EMPTY 
CASES OF AK-47 
CARTRIDGES WERE 
RECOVERED FROM 
THE SPOT, POLICE 
OFFICIALS SAID

Armed men open fire at MLA’s house

Aditi Agrawal
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NEW DELHI: The Indian govern-
ment has earmarked about ₹5,000
crore to provide over 10,000 
Graphics Processing Units (GPUs)
as part of its ₹10,000 crore-plus 
IndiaAI Mission, a senior official 
announced on Thursday.

Speaking at the Global Indi-
aAI Summit, Abhishek Singh,
additional secretary in the min-
istry of electronics and informa-
tion technology (Meity), said the
funds are part of the ₹10,371.92
crore approved by the cabinet in
March for the mission. Of this,
₹2,000 crore will be meant to
support Indian start-ups in
developing indigenous AI-based
solutions.

“A lot of investments will come
from investors, VCs [venture capi-
talists] and all, and that will add to
the pool of funds available for the 
AI start-ups,” said Singh, who is 
responsible for IndiaAI. 

The government plans to subsi-
dise access to computing power 
rather than own the infrastructure
outright. Singh explained this 
approach aims to help researchers
and startups access compute at 
lower costs, enabling more experi-
mentation and scaling.

The Indian government,
Singh said, felt that Indian start-
ups and researchers who are
building AI-based solutions,

tial, we have the skillset, and hope-
fully with the investment that is 
happening, we will be able to catch
up in due course,” he said.

Regarding datasets, Singh
said that the government wants
to augment the synthetic data-
sets used by start-ups with real
datasets in Indian languages so
that Indian foundational model
can be built.

In a separate panel, Kavita Bha-
tia, COO of India and group coordi-
nator in the ministry, announced 
plans to soon release a request for
proposals for the IndiaAI Datasets
Platform. This platform will pro-
vide researchers and startups 
access to non-personal data from 
government ministries.

The IDP is one of the seven pil-
lars of the IndiaAI Mission that 
will give start-ups and researchers
access to non-personal data. It will
function as a central repository of
datasets from government minis-
tries and departments for better 
decision-making strategies and AI
applications. 

“They will be able to use this
data to train the indigenous
models,” Bhatia said. The plat-
form will also offer data annota-
tion, labeling, and curation servi-
ces. On this platform, data anno-
tation, data labelling and data
curation services will also be
made available, she said, and
added that compute functional-
ity will also be integrated. 

THE FUNDS ARE 
PART OF THE 
₹10,371.92 CRORE 
APPROVED BY THE 
CABINET IN MARCH 
FOR THE MISSION

Govt earmarks ₹5k-cr in AI 
plan for computing power
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CAD-
The Odisha State Co-operative Milk Producers’ Federation Limited
D-2, Sahid Nagar , Bhubaneswar-751007
PH NO.:0674-2546030, 2540273, 2540417, 2540974 / E-mail ID: omfed@yahoo.com

Date: 05.07.2024
TENDER NOTICE

OMFED invites Tender for Selection of System Integrator for Supply, Installation, Commissioning,
Testing and Warranty of IP based CCTV surveillance system with all Accessories along with
Annual Maintenance Support for 5 (five) years at Arilo Dairy, OMFED.
Interested bidders may submit their offers latest by 12:30 P.M. dt. 16/07/2024. The cost of tender paper
is ₹11,800/- (incl. GST 18%) along with EMD of ₹1,00,000/- (Rupees One Lakh Only) to be submitted
online on the e-tender portal of Government of Odisha (www.tendersodisha.gov.in) in favor of OMFED
payable at Bhubaneswar. For details visit out official website: www.omfed.com.
The corrigendum / amendment to this notice, if required shall be published only in the OMFED web
site and will not be published again in newspaper. OMFED reserves the right to accept or reject any or
all the tenders or part thereof without assigning any reason..

Sd/-
Managing Director
OIPR - 06063/11/0016/2425

www.omfed.com

U.P. Projects Corporation Ltd.
(ISO 9001:2015 Certified Company)

Gomti Barrage, Left Bank, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow

Notice No.: 29/PCL/GM/Zone-6/Noida/2024-25 Dated: 04.07.2024
e-Tender Notice

On behalf of UPPCL e-tenders are invited on percentage rate under two bid
system from eligible contractors/firms registered in U.P. Projects Corporation
Ltd. for the Balance Work for Construction of Basic Shiksha Adhikari Office at
Distt-Shamli. Details can be downloaded from the website “etender.up.nic.in”
& UPPCL website www.uprojects.org.

General Manager
Zone-6, UPPCL, Noida

{Friday} SCAN THE CODE
TO BOOK YOUR
ADS ONLINE→

www.htclassifieds.com

CONNECT YOUR
BUSINESS

PROPERTY PRIME PROPERTIES

NOIDA/GREATER NOIDA

IT IS notified for information for public
at large that Original Provisional
Allotment Letter No ANTL/0028
dated 23/08/2023, Payment Receipts
- ANTL/000317,ANTL/000318,
ANTL/000319, ANTL/000615,
ANTL/000618, ANTL/000619,
ANTL/000620, ANTL/000621,
ANTL/000977, ANTL/000978,
ANTL/000979 of Flat No IRIS-A-301,
The Antalyas, Garauli Kalan, Tehsil
Kadipur, Sector 37D, Gurugram has
been lost or misplaced. FIR no.
132270032401025 has been
registered online. Finder please
contact the owner Mr. Prakhar Yadav
Tel. (9555927135)

I, BINITA Devi spouse of No. 4087179L
Hav Anil Kumar resident of Vill-
Dadauana PO- Dadauana Teh-
Chhibramau Distt- Kannauj State-
Uttarpradesh Pin 209747 have
changed my name from Binita Devi
to Vineeta Kumari vide Affidavit/
Self Declaration dated 25/05/2024.

I, SANCHITA Narang W/o Raghav
Narang R/o 311, Naginlake
Apartments, Outer Ring Road,
Paschim Vihar, New Delhi-110087,
do solemnly declare that I have
changed my name from Sanchita
Kapil to Sanchita Narang post
marriage for all future purposes.

I MEENAKSHI Goyal W/o Late Sh. Amit
Goyal R/o H.No.378, Block - 11,
Sunder Vihar, Paschim Vihar, Delhi -
110087 have changed the name of
my minor son from Aaiman Goyal to
Aiman Goyal for all purposes.

I MEENA Pandey W/O, Maruti Nandan
R/o Plot No 124, Kh No 32/18,
Kaushik Enclave Pt 2 Burari Delhi
have changed my name to Meena
Mishra.

I, SATISH Kumar Dhingra S/o Sh. Sobh
Raj Dhingra R/o 97-D, U & V Block,
Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-110088 Have
Changed my Name to Satish Dhingra
for all future purposes

I, JITENDER Nagpal S/o Madan Nagpal
R/o House No.1446, Sector-21D,
Faridabad Haryana-121012, have
changed my minor son's name from
Viraaj Nagpal to Aviraj Nagpal for all
future purposes.

I, RAJESH S/O Babu Lal Singhal born
on 14-11-1972 R/O H.no.435, Sec-09
Faridabad Haryana have changed
my name to Rajesh Singhal vide
affidavit dated 02-07-24 at
faridabad for all future purposes.

I, MANOJ Kumar S/o Ram Chandra
Mahto R/o 7 Maharashtra Bhawan,
Building 10085, Police Station Pahar
Ganj, Post Office Paharganj, Swami
Ram Tirath Nagar Delhi-110055, have
changed my name to Bhikhari Mahto
for all purposes.

I, MEGHA Dutta W/o Mukul Batra R/o
Flat No. 1708-D, Charms Castle,
Rajnagar Extension, Ghaziabad-
201001(UP), Have changed my
name to Megha Batra for all
future purposes.

I, MEGHNA Kak W/o Mr. Anurag Dhar
R/o C-24, Sector-14, Noida-201301,
have changed the name of my minor
son Ryaann Kaak Dhar aged 2 years
and he shall hereafter be known as
Avyaan Kak Dhar.

I HANSRAJ JAT No-15164385L,HAV
(GNR) S/O Jagdish Jat, Residence
Vill - Shri Ram Nager, Po - Bansera,
Teh - Todaraisingh, Dist - Tonk, -
304505, Have Changed My Son
Name From Manish Chaudhary To
Manish Choudhary For All Future
Purposes.

I MOHAMMAD Alam Ansari S/O,
Ahmad Hussain R/o C 332, Abul Fazal
Enclave Part 2, Jamia Nagar, Okhla,
New Delhi 110026 have changed my
name to Md. Alam Ansari.

I, RASHIDA (Aadhar No. 3018 2935
1846) D/o Syed Ansari R/o A-36, Gali
No.1, Jaitpur Extn, Part-2, Jaitpur,
Badarpur, New Delhi-110044 have
changed my name from Rashida to
Rashida Singh for all future purposes

I, POOJA Jain W/O Ajit Patel R/O Flat
No.1601-E, Proview Laboni, Crossing
Republic, Ghaziabad,UP, have
changed my minor Son's name from
Naman Patel to Neil Naman Patel.

I, SATYA Rani W/o Late Raj kumar R/o
H.No .1908 A, Sector -55, Faridabad
have changed my name from Satya
Rani Katariya to Satya Rani for all
future purposes.

I, NEHA D/o Pradeep Kumar R/o H.No.
763, Autopin Tilak Nagar, Mujesar,
Sector-22, Faridabad declare that my
father's name wrongly written in my
documents as Pardeep Kumar correct
name of my father is Pradeep Kumar
for all future purposes.
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To book your ad, contact us:
NORTH DELHI: Vishal Sachdeva: 9910249013

EAST & CENTRAL DELHI: Sumit Negi: 9899268321
WEST DELHI & FARIDABAD: Ranjeet Singh: 9911819105

SOUTH DELHI & GURGAON: Abhishek Tiwari: 9899865804
NOIDA & GHAZIABAD: Gaurav: 8630242501 | Telebooking: 1800-103-1800

Publication Date : 7 July 2024
HT City Delhi (NCR) CD/Block : R150/- per sq.cm. (B/W Color)

Booking deadline 5 July 1:00 PM sharp.

JEEP COMPASS Ltd. (o) Diesel manual
Lady Owned, white colour done
18,700 km HR-98 registration
Dec.2022 for Rs. 19.60 Lakh.
Contact on 9318393776

I TRIPTI Sah got married to Mr. Deepak
Shah on 27.11.2005 at Delhi. After
the marriage my name has changed
from Tripti Sah to Triptil Shah in all
my records for future communications

I, KALAWATTI Devi, M/O JC-389505F
Nb Sub Alok Kumar Singh, Vill+P0-
Birlanagar, Teh+Distt- Gwalior,
State- Madhya Pradesh-474004,
changed My Name from Kalawatti
Devi to Kalawati Devi and DOB from
01 Jul 1955 to 01 Jun 1956 for all
future purposes.

I MOHAMMAD Danish S/o Zafar R/o
1206, 1st Floor, Gali No.39/4, Khajoor
Wali, Kh.No.3, Jaffrabad, North East
Delhi -110053 have changed my
religion from Muslim to Hindu and
also my name to Sanjay Kumar for
all purposes since 13.06.2024.

I, NO-23004075M Gnr Dmt Aswanth
AK R/o Vill-Chemancheri,PO-Kappad,
Teh-Koyilandy, Dist-Calicut, Kerala-
673304 declare that my brother’s
name is wrongly mentioned as
Abhinad in my service records and
his correct name is Abhinand A K
for all future purposes vide affidavit
before Executive Magistrate Delhi
Cantt dt 25-06-2024.

MY VILLA Y280 Tatvam Villas, Vipul
World, Sec 48, Gurgaon Haryana
122018. Builder Buyer agreement,
possession letter, allotment letter,
maintenance agreement, payment
receipts. All these original
documents are lost. Mr. Dilmeet
Singh Sahney s/o Wadhbag singh &
Mrs Puneet Sahney, w/o Dilmeet
singh Sahney, R/O Y280 Tatvam
villas, Sector 48, Vipul World,
Gurgaon, Haryana 122018

ORIGINAL PROPERTY Documents,
Buyer Agreement/ Reservation
Letter/ Possession Certificate for
Space No. 2, First Floor, Plot No A-7,
8 & 9, Unit 102, Samrat Bhawan,
Ranjeet Nagar Community Centre, N.
Delhi-110008 in name of Balbir Kaur
have been lost. If found contact: Ajay
Enterprises Pvt Ltd, Nehru Place,
New Delhi-110019 # 9811121322

I, SANDEEP Bharat S/o Mr. Anil Kumar
Gupta R/o B705, Prerana Apartment,
Plot no 13, Sector 10, Dwarka, Delhi -
110075, have lost/misplaced the
Original title deed / sale deed dated
17th May 2004 of built-up property
bearing Plot No 122, area 153 square
yards out of total land measuring
area 253 sq yard out of Mustil No 4,
Mulla No 22/1, situated in the
revenue estate of Village Nangloi
Jat,Delhi.If found Cont.: 8800480707

I, VIJAY Bahadur Singh F/o JC-389505F
Nb Sub Alok Kumar Singh, Vill+P0-
Birlanagar,Teh+Distt- Gwalior, State-
Madhya Pradesh-474004, changed
My DOB from 01 Jul 1953 to 02 Jun
1954 for all future purposes.

I SHARDA Kalra, W/o B.S. Kalra, owner
of KD-78-B, Ashok Vihar, Phase-1,
Delhi, have lost my Original
Possession Letter and NOC for
water and electricity, issued by DDA.
If anybody finds it kindly return to
my address.

I, KRISHNA Mal, date 3.4.24,
have lost a bag containing
few original property papers
as deed of conveyance, allotment
letter of DDAflat(126C,Pocket B,
Mayur Vihar phase 2) in Mayur
Vihar phase 2,Pocket B market.
If anyone finds it, please contact
me. Krishna Mal. mobile
no.9354111322

I, VISHWA Nath or Vishwa Nath Verma,
S/O Late Sh. Hari Ram R/O House No
298, Block no 13, Trilok Puri, Delhi
110091, have changed my name to
Vishwa Nath Soni, S/O Late Sh.
Hari Ram Soni, for all future
purposes

I, HARWATI M/O No 15734166M Nk
Saurabh Rawat, Vill+ Po- Aherwan,
Teh - Palwal, Distt- Palwal, State -
Haryana, 121102, changed My Name
From Harwati to Har Bati and DOB
from 04 Aug 1972 to 01 Jan 1973 for
all future purposes.

I, SHAMSHER Khan S/o Mohd Ishaq
R/o L-18, Sector-11 Noida, Uttar
Pradesh- 201301, have changed my
name to Mohammad Shamsher for
all future purposes.

I, SIMA W/O, Shafeeq R/o Azad
Road New Basti Chhatari have
changed my name to Seema
for all purposes.

I, MANJEET Singh, son of Sh. Mohinder
Singh, residing at H.N. 1/2123-A, Gali
No. 18, East Ram Nagar, Loni Road,
Shahdara, Delhi-110032, hereby
solemnly affirm and declare that the
names Manjeet Singh Saggu and
Manjeet Singh refer to the same
individual. Henceforth, I will be
using the name Manjeet Singh for
all purposes.

I, BABU Lal alias B.L Gola S/o Late Bidu
Ram R/o Khasra No. 652, Aliganj
Estate, Church Road, Jungpura near
Badarpur Stock, Bhogal, New Delhi-
14 have changed my name from
Babu Lal alias B.L. Gola to Arun
Kumar for all future purposes.
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Andhra Pradesh chief minister N Chandrababu Naidu meets 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi. PTI

rates rose 106%, from ₹1,260.66 a
quintal (100kg) to ₹2,603.55 a 
quintal. Wholesale potato prices

tigation department on June 27.
The CID, probing charges

against Yediyurappa of sexually
assaulting a minor girl, has said
in its charge sheet that he and
three other accused paid money
to the victim and her mother to
buy their silence.

The case was registered on
March 14 this year based on a
complaint by the mother of a
17-year-old girl who alleged that
Yediyurappa sexually assaulted
her daughter during a meeting
on February 2 at his residence.

BS Yediyurappa 

Kirodi Lal Meena 

particular MP. After this exercise is
over, the Lok Sabha secretariat 
will formally notify the division 
numbers,” added this person, who
asked not to be named. A division
number is the seat number of an 
MP, which is used during voting. 

In the Opposition benches, the
Congress party is entitled to  three
front row seats out of which 
Leader of the Opposition Rahul 
Gandhi will occupy one. K Suresh,
one of the two most experienced 
Congress lawmakers in the house
and also the chief whip of the 
party, might get a front row seat.

Samajwadi Party leader Akh-

ilesh Yadav and DMK’s floor leader
K Kanimozhi or senior leader TR 
Balu are also expected to join Gan-
dhi in the Opposition’s first row. 
The Opposition is also expected to
give prime  seats to representatives
of smaller allies such as Shiv Sena
(UBT) leader Arvind Sawant or 
RJD’s Misa Bharati.

PM Modi and defence minister
— the latter is the senior-most 
minister in the government — will
occupy  seat Nos 1 and 2, respec-
tively. The next two seats — Nos 3
and 4 — will go to home minister 
and transport minister.

In the new building, the Lok

Sabha is arranged in a semi-circle
with eight blocks of seats — up 
from six blocks in the old building.
Each block has 12 rows, and is 
numbered from front to back. The
first block has 57 numbered seats.

The BJP-led NDA will occupy
five of the eight blocks.

In the recently concluded ses-
sion of the Lok Sabha, the lawmak-
ers were not allotted their respec-
tive seats. “The seating arrange-
ment for most of the MPs as well 
as ministers in the first session did
not necessarily reflect their divi-
sion number,” said a second Lok 
Sabha official.

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

JAIPUR: Rajasthan cabinet min-
ister Kirodi Lal Meena on Thurs-
day announced that he resigned
from his post on June 5, a day
after results to the Lok Sabha
elections showed Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party’s poor performance. 

While Meena’s resignation is
yet to be accepted, the BJP leader
said he has already vacated the
government bungalow and
returned the car. 

“I sent my resignation letter to
chief minister Bhajan Lal Sharma
on June 5 and met him again last
night to discuss the matter. I do 
not have any resentment either to
the CM or the party. I am only 
worried about my weakened 
influence in my own areas. Hence,
I have resigned from the post,” he
told reporters on Thursday. 

“Yesterday, the CM said that
he would not accept the resigna-
tion. But I had to keep the words
I said to the public. Therefore, I
did not attend the cabinet meet-
ing and left the government car
and bungalow,” he said. 

On June 3, a day before the
results were announced, Meena
said that he would resign if the
party loses in the seven Lok
Sabha seats under his charge.
The BJP lost four seats, includ-
ing Meena’s native Dausa.

KIRODI LAL MEENA 
QUITS CABINET 
OVER BJP’S LS 
PERFORMANCE

Saubhadra Chatterji

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The 236 MP-strong 
INDIA bloc of opposition parties 
will get at least eight prized  front 
row seats in the 18th Lok Sabha 
while the BJP will  occupy another
eight seats, after division numbers
are allotted to the members before
the next Parliament session. 

The seating arrangement
reflects the  relative strengths of 
the ruling and the Opposition 
benches after the Lok Sabha 
results in which the BJP won 240 
seats (down from 303 in the 17th 
Lok Sabha) even as the Congress 
improved its tally to 99 (from 52). 
With Samajwadi Party’s 37 MPs 
and Trinamool’s 29, the Opposi-
tion has expanded its footprint in 
the Lok Sabha. The allotment of 
seats indicates the pecking order 
and the importance of MPs in their
parties.

The first  treasury bench —
where Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Union home minister Amit
Shah, defence minister Rajnath 
Singh and transport minister Nitin
Gadkari sit — will not undergo any
changes as the NDA’s top order 
remains unaltered.

But key allies such as TDP
leader and civil aviation minister K
Ram Mohan Naidu and animal 
husbandry and Panchayati Raj 
minister Rajiv Ranjan (Lalan) 
Singh are all set to get a seat in the
coveted first row.

A senior Lok Sabha official told
HT that parties have been 
informed about the  seats allotted
to different parties. “Now, the par-
ties will write back to us to inform
which seat should be allotted to a 

New faces in LS front row, 
INDIA likely to get 8 spots

Reshuffle in front row
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NEW DELHI: Prices of onion and 
potato, two basic grocery items, 
continue to be stubbornly high 
due to lower output last year, 
squeezing households. Tomato 
rates showed a moderation in 
June from a year ago, but the veg-
etable was way costlier compared
to the previous month, according
to official data.

Officials are counting on

robust kharif or summer planting
to calm food inflation. Expanding
summer sowing should have a 
“salutary effect” on market senti-
ment, which will bring down pri-
ces, one official said.

A hot, dry summer since April
had strained supplies of many 
commonly consumed vegetables,
shifting demand towards potato,
onion and tomato and pushing 
up prices, a second official said. 

Compared to a year ago, as on
June 30, average wholesale onion

leaped to ₹2,116 a quintal to 
₹1,076.14 a quintal, an increase of
96%. 

On an annual basis, wholesale
tomato prices in June declined 
40%, from ₹5,680.75 a quintal to
₹3,368.28 a quintal. However, 
compared to the previous month,
wholesale rates climbed 112.39%,
from ₹1,585.84 per 100 kg to 
₹3,368.28, indicating volatility.

Vegetables have a weight of 6%
in the consumer inflation basket.

Retail prices have also edged

up. The countrywide modal rate 
(a type of average) of onion on 
July 2 stood at ₹42.21 a kg, up 81%
from a year ago, when the price 
was ₹23.29 a kg. 

The retail rate of potatoes has
risen 57% from a year ago, from 
₹21.91 a kg to ₹34.4 a kg. Con-
sumer prices for tomato on June
2 declined 15%, from ₹64.5 a kg a
year ago  to ₹54.42. However, 
compared to a month ago, the 
vegetable rose a sharp 71%, from
₹31.74 a kg to ₹54.42 a kg. 

After low output last yr, onion, potato prices remain high
ONE OFFICIAL SAID 
THAT EXPANDING 
SUMMER SOWING 
SHOULD HAVE A 
‘SALUTARY EFFECT’, 
WHICH WILL BRING 
DOWN THE PRICES

to Andhra Pradesh in lieu of a
special category status, the per-
son cited above said.

The chief minister also met
Union roads and highways minis-
ter Nitin Gadkari, commerce min-
ister Piyush Goyal, agriculture 
minister and rural development 
minister Shivraj Singh Chauhan, 
civil aviation minister Ram 
Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu and min-
ister of state for rural develop-
ment and communications, 
Chandra Sekhar Pemmasani.

Naidu visited Krishi Bhawan,
which houses the agriculture

ministry, and held a discussion
with farm minister Chouhan on
speedy rural infrastructure
development, a second person
said. Civil aviation minister Kin-
jarapu and minister of state for
rural development Pemmasani,
both of who belong to the TDP,
were also present in the meeting.

“The CM has a number of
meetings lined up with several
Union ministers to accelerate the
process of granting funds and
clearing the decks for new pro-
jects,” the person cited above
said. 

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

HYDERABAD: Andhra Pradesh
chief minister N Chandrababu
Naidu on Thursday met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in the
national capital to discuss issues
concerning the development of
the state, people familiar with
the matter said. 

Describing the meeting as
constructive, the Telugu Desam
Party chief said, “Today, I had a
constructive meeting with the
Hon’ble Prime Minister, Shri
@narendramodi Ji, in Delhi to
address important matters con-
cerning the welfare and develop-
ment of Andhra Pradesh. I am
confident that under his leader-
ship, our state will re-emerge as
a powerhouse among states.” 

According to a person aware
of the details, Naidu, who is seek-
ing more financial aid from the
Union government for develop-
ment in the state’s capital and
other infrastructure projects,
was “hopeful” of the state’s wish
list being met. 

The TDP, which has been
accommodated in the Union
cabinet, has demanded an
increase in financial assistance

Naidu meets Modi in Delhi; 
funds for Andhra in focus

Srinivasa Rao Apparasu

letters@hindustantimes.com

HYDERABAD: Telangana chief
minister A Revanth Reddy on
Thursday requested the Centre
to withdraw a proposal to auc-
tion three coal mine blocks
located in the state and allocate
the same to Singareni Collieries,
a public sector undertaking.

The CM met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in New Delhi
and submitted a 12-point memo-
randum on various issues per-
taining to Telangana.

In a separate memorandum
submitted to Union home minis-
ter Amit Shah, Reddy requested
allocation of ₹88 crore to the Tel-
angana Anti-Narcotics Bureau
and ₹90 crore to Telangana
Cyber Security Bureau to mod-
ernise them with modern tech-
nology and equipment.

T’GANA CM MEETS 
PM, SHAH; SEEKS 
WITHDRAWAL OF 
COAL BLOCKS PLAN

Agencies

letters@hindustantimes.com

BENGALURU: A Bengaluru court
on Thursday issued summons to
former chief minister BS Yedi-
yurappa to appear before it on
July 15 in connection with a
Pocso case filed against him.

The 81-year-old Yediyurappa
has been charged under Section 8
(punishment for sexual assault) 
of the Pocso Act and Sections 
354A (sexual harassment), 204 
(destruction of document or elec-
tronic record to prevent its pro-
duction as evidence) and 214 
(offering gift or restoration of 
property in consideration of 
screening offender) of the IPC.

Three other accused — Arun
Y M, Rudresh M and G Maris-
wamy who are aides of Yediyur-
appa — are charged under IPC
Sections 204 and 214 in a charge
sheet filed by the criminal inves-

Court issues summons 
to BSY in Pocso case

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Executive Engineer Public Works Division Bhokar, Dist. Nanded
E-TENDER NOTICE NO.03/ 2024-25

Online Tender (e-tender) in B-1 form for the in Nanded District total
20 (Twenty) works are invited by the Executive Engineer, Public Works
Division Bhokar, Dist. Nanded (Phone No. 02467-222658) on
Government of Maharashtra Electronic Tender Management System.
From the registered contractor in appropriate class of Public works
Department of Maharashtra State. The details can be viewed and
downloaded online directly from the Government of Maharashtra
e-tender portal https://mahatenders.gov.in/ on sub portal
www.mahapwd.gov.in as under.
Note :-
1) Details of the tender documents are available on e-tendering
https://mahatenders.gov.in/ and www.mahapwd.gov.in
website of the Government of Maharashtra.

2) If there are any changes in the tender notice, then the
information will be display on the website.

3) Executive Engineer, Public Works Division Bhokar, Dist. Nanded
has reserved the right to accept or reject tenders.

Sd/-
Prashant Nilkanth Kore
Executive Engineer

Public Works Division Bhokar
DGIPR/2024-25/ROC 610 Dist. Nanded

SHORT NOTICE
Name of work:- ‘Expression of Interest’ (EOI) For “Empanelment

of Civil, Electrical and Landscape Consultants for
Beautification of Kishtwar Town”.

In context to above subjected work, Municipal Council Kishtwar has
sought to ‘Expression of Interest’ (EOI) For “Empanelment of Civil,
Electrical and Landscape Consultants for Beautification of Kishtwar Town”.
The description/details are attached herewith. So, please give consequent
as mentioned in the prescribed format attached herewith.

You are requested to apply through jktender.gov.in on Dt. 02.07.2024
06.30 PM upto 09.07.2024 12.00 Noon Bid Opening Date 09.07.2024
02.00 PM Please note that you have to submit the Earnest Money
Deposit Rs. 110000/- and tender/quotation fee 3000/- (Non-Refundable)
e-challan through bank receipt indicating, e-NIT No. and name of
work duly crediting to 0031040100035037 favoring Accounts Officer
Municipal Council Kishtwar and EMD/Bid Security in the shape of CDR/
FDR duly pledged to Accounts Officer Municipal Council Kishtwar EOl/
Tender/Quotation without tender fee and EMD shall be treated as rejected.

No:- MC/K/2024-25/428-32
Date: 02.07.2024 Sd/-

Executive Officer
DIP-J-901 Municipal Council, Kishtwar

No.: 3-2/88(Group IV)/2021-R&A
Notice

It is hereby informed that due to unavoidable administrative
reasons, the previously issuedAdvertisement No. 03/2021 for
the recruitment of Scientific posts in the Institute, stands
cancelledwith immediate effect.

Controller of Administration

CSIR-National Botanical Research Institute
Rana Pratap Marg, Lucknow-226001 U.P. (India)

www.nbri.res.in

No.: 3-2/88(Group IV)/2019-R&A
Notice

It is hereby informed that due to unavoidable administrative
reasons, the previously issuedAdvertisement No. 01/2019 for
the recruitment of Scientific posts in the Institute, stands
cancelledwith immediate effect.

Controller of Administration

CSIR-National Botanical Research Institute
Rana Pratap Marg, Lucknow-226001 U.P. (India)

www.nbri.res.in

Show Cause Notice

Show Cause Notice bearing Reference No. SEBI/HO/CFD/SEC-1/
0W/P/05300/5 dated February 08, 2023, was issued in the matter
of Parsoli Corporations Limited.

The Notice could not be served at the last known address of the
entity mentioned in the table below:-

Name of the Entity PAN Address of the Entity
Ms Amber Zaidi AAOPZ1502G D-9, Okhla Vihar,

Jamia nagar, New
Delhi-110025

The above mentioned entity is hereby advised to collect the
Show Cause Notice from Corporation Finance Department (CFD),
Securities and Exchange Board of India, SEBI Bhavan, Plot C4-
A, ‘G’ Block, Bandra Kurla Complex, Bandra (East), Mumbai
- 400051. The entity may also download a copy of the Hearing
Notice from the official website of SEBI (www.sebi.gov.in) under
the head “Unserved Summons/Notices” or obtain a copy of the
Notice by sending e-mail at prateeks@sebi.gov.in or amrutan@
sebi.gov.in or nirmalm@sebi.gov.in.

Date: 03.04.2024
Place: Mumbai Prateek Shrivastava
CBC 15204/11/0054/2425 Assistant Manager

DISTRICT POLICE HEADQUARTERS UDHAMPUR
Email: sspoudh@jkpolice.gov.in

Fax: 01992-270027, Phone: 01992-270210

Look Out Notice
As reported by SDPO Ramnagar vide his office letter No. SDPOR/2024/3322
dated 29.06.2024 that on 18.06.2024 applicant Raj Kumar S/O Fina R/O Katwalt
Tehsil Ramnagar District Udhampur lodged a missing report at P/S Ramnagar,
alleging therein that his daughter namely Radha is missing from Ramnagar
Market since 17.06.2024. On this, a missing report has been entered vide DDR
No. 13 dated 18.06.2024 at P/S Ramnagar. The Photograph/descriptive roll of
missing lady is as under:-

Photo Description
Name = Radha
Daughter of = Raj Kumar
Residence = R/O Katwalt Tehsil Ramnagar District
Udhampur
Age = 19 years
Complexion = Wheatish
Body Built = Healthy
Height = 5' 1"
Face = Round
Wearing = Yellow Kamez & Black Salwar.

It is therefore requested that sharp lookout may please be maintained and if
traced out or any clue leading to the whereabouts of the said missing lady is
received, an information may kindly be shared on below mentioned Telephone
Nos./Fax/e-mail addresses for further course of action.
Email: sspoudh@jkpolice.gov.in
Fax: 01992-270027, Phone: 01992-270210
Police Station Ramnagar Phone No.: 01990-227013
PCR Udhampur: 01992-276915, SHO P/S Ramnagar: 9797322888 Sd/-
No.:Rdr/Look out Notice/2024/41732-60 Dated 01.07.2024 Sr. Superintendent of Police
DIP-J-2356 District Udhampur
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ers were damaged by heavy flow
of water. Roads in nearly 1,000
areas have been damaged which
includes 52 bridges, according to
state government reports.

The commission has pre-
dicted further rise in water level
of rivers including Aie, Manas,
Beki, Kalanadi, Puthimari,
Suklai, Jiabharali, Kamang, Dik-
rong, and Ranganadi, and other
tributaries in districts Kokrajhar,
Dhubri, Chirang, Baksa, Bongai-
gaon, Barpeta, Nalbari, Udalguri
and Darrang over the next two
days.

Due to the overflow of the
Brahmaputra River, almost 80%
of the Kaziranga National Park
and Tiger Reserve has been
affected this year, prompting
authorities to move a large num-
ber of animals to higher areas.
Till Thursday, deaths of 31 wild
animals were reported from the
national park. At least 23 of
these, the park director said,
were drowning cases.

Assam chief minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma is
expected to visit the flood-hit
areas soon. “The situation is
under control but everything
depends on the weather. If there
is no further rain in Arunachal
Pradesh and South Tibets, the
situation will improve, but it
might worsen if there is more
rainfall’’, Sarma told reporters
after reviewing the flood situa-

Biswa Kalyan Purakayastha 

letters@hindustantimes.com

SILCHAR : Six people died in
flood-related incidents in Assam
on Thursday, taking the toll in
the flood-ravaged state to 52 so
far this year, with most major
rivers including the Brahmapu-
tra and Barak still flowing at
severe level. 

According to data collated by
the Assam state disaster man-
agement authority (ASDMA),
over 1.62 million people across
29 districts have been affected by
the deluge, and 361,000 of them
have been displaced. Over
25,000 people have taken shelter
in 515 relief camps set up across
24 districts, the ASDMA data
showed. 

The disaster body’s bulletin at
6pm said that four deaths
occurred in Golaghat district,
and one each in Charaideo and
Dibrugarh. 

The Central Water Commis-
sion, which is sharing regular
updates, said in a post on X:
“River Brahmaputra at Dhubri
district of Assam continues to
flow in severe situation it was
flowing at a level of 29.94m with
rising trend which is 1.32m
above its danger level of
28.62m.”

A total of 40 embankments
have been breached during the
flood across Assam while 60 oth-

Saran district magistrate
Aman Samir, however, said the
structure was built 15 years ago.

“The small bridge was con-
structed 15 years ago… The exact
cause of the bridge collapse is yet
to be ascertained but desilting
work was recently undertaken,”
the district magistrate told
reporters. 

Attacking the Rashtriya Jan-
ata Dal over the collapses, rural
works department minister
Ashok Choudhary said: “The

projects. So too are non-discrim-
inatory trade rights and transit
regimes. The SCO needs to delib-
erate seriously on these aspects,”
the text said. 

The SCO is a principle-based
organisation and consensus
drives the approach of its mem-
ber states, and it is “particularly
noteworthy that we are reiterat-
ing mutual respect for sover-
eignty, independence, territorial
integrity, equality, mutual bene-
fit, non-interference in internal
affairs, non-use of force or threat
of use of force as a basis for our
foreign policies”, the text added.

The speech also highlighted
the issue of combating terror-
ism, which was one of the “origi-
nal goals” of the SCO. “Many of
us have had our experiences,
often originating beyond our
borders. Let us be clear that if
left unchecked, it can become a
major threat to regional and
global peace,” the text said, in an
apparent reference to India’s

EAM Jaishankar at SCO 
summit. 

Press Trust of India
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NEW DELHI: Over 50 successful
Gujarat-based NEET-UG candi-
dates, including several who
have been ranked first, have
moved the Supreme Court
seeking a direction to restrain
the Centre and the National
Testing Agency from cancelling
the controversy-ridden exam.

They have sought a direction
from the top court to the Union
education ministry to probe,
identify and take strict action
against students and others
who indulged in unfair prac-
tices like paper leak and imper-
sonation in the NEET-UG exam
conducted on May 5 this year.

The fresh plea by 56 students
has been filed days before a top
court bench headed by Chief
Justice of India DY Chandra-
chud is scheduled to hear as
many as 26 petitions seeking
reliefs like re-test and probe

into the conduct of the exami-
nation plagued by allegations
of malpractices.

The pleas seeking cancella-
tion of the exam, re-test and
high-level probe are listed for
hearing on July 8 in the SC.

CBI granted remand of 
man held from Dhanbad 
Rabindra alias Aman Singh
(26), one of the alleged co-con-
spirators in the NEET-UG
paper leak case, who was
arrested from Dhanbad on
Wednesday, was sent to four-
day CBI remand by a special
judicial magistrate court of CBI,
Patna, officials said on Thurs-
day. Aman, is the sixth accused
to have been arrested by the
federal agency in connection
with the alleged irregularities
in the NEET-UG 2024.

“A CBI team raided Bindu
Apartment in Dhanbad and
arrested Aman,” an official
said.

50 students move SC 
to not cancel NEET-UG 

Maulik Pathak
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AHMEDABAD: On June 30, the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) arrested Dixit Patel, the
chairman of Jay Jalaram Trust,
which runs Jay Jalaram School
located at Paravadi near Godhra
of Gujarat, in connection with
the irregularities in this year’s
National Eligibility-cum-En-
trance Test-Undergraduate
(NEET-UG) conducted by
National Testing Agency (NTA).

Prior to  CBI taking over inves-
tigation of the case on June 23,
Gujarat police had arrested five
individuals: Tushar Bhatt, a
physics teacher; Purushottam
Sharma, principal of Jay Jalaram
School;  Parshuram Roy of Roy
Overseas, an education consult-
ancy firm;  Vibhor Anand, who
introduced students to Roy; and
Arif Vora, a local resident impli-
cated as Bhatt’s accomplice. 

According to an FIR filed at

the Godhra Taluka Police Station
on May 8, 2024, three days after
the NEET-UG exam on May 5,
the accused instructed students
to leave blank answers for ques-
tions they did not know on the
sheet. The accused, who were
paid between ₹5 lakh to ₹10 lakh
per candidate, would later fill in
these answers after the exams.
In all 30 students at the Godhra
centre are suspected to have
been part of the fraud. 

According to the plan which
could not be executed because of
prompt action, the accused
intended to exploit the 30-45
minute gap before the courier
arrived to collect the papers in a
sealed cover. Answers for NEET
would be available a few min-
utes after the exam ended,
posted by many coaching cen-
tres on their websites. The
accused, including Bhatt, were to
then mark the correct answers
for students who had paid them.

Patel runs two schools, one in

Godhra district and Jay Jalaram
International School at Thermal
village in Kheda district. He also
ran a school in Anand district
but shut it down. 

 Parimal Pathak, advocate for
Patel, stated that his client “is not
an employee but is part of the
management and was not
present at the school premises
when the exam was being con-
ducted.” He explained that the
NTA chose Jay Jalaram school as
its centre for NEET-UG due to its

unique infrastructure in the
area. The advocate also clarified
that Bhatt, one of the main
accused, “is not an employee of
Jay Jalaram School and was
selected by NTA.” He acknowl-
edged an attempt to cheat but
emphasised that “Bhatt was
caught before the exam could
begin.”

Pathak said, “There is no link
between the cheating attempt at
Jay Jalaram school and the
NEET irregularities reported
elsewhere in the country. CBI
has found no material evidence
after conducting searches at my
client’s premises.” 

“In the past, the school was
given permission to have one
classroom for Class 11 students
with a maximum capacity of 66
students, but they admitted 450
students. Jay Jalaram School has
also been charged with taking
excessive fees from students.
Why did the NTA choose such an
institution for holding NEET? It

seems the school owner has con-
nections with some powerful
people,” said senior Congress
leader Shaktisinh Gohil.

Dixit Patel and his 
political ambitions
Dr. Sujaat Vali, a gynecologist
who runs a hospital in Godhra
and is also a social activist said
the school “has good infrastruc-
ture and is centrally air-condi-
tioned. However, it seems that
for the last two years, Patel has
been trying to attract students by
getting involved in paper leaks.”

Patel, from Kantadi village in
Godhra taluka, serves as the dep-
uty sarpanch of the village. His
father was active in local politics,
and Patel often met with politi-
cians, showcasing these connec-
tions on social media. He aspired
to secure a ticket for the 2022
Gujarat assembly polls from the
Shehra constituency but did not
pursue it due to the popularity
and influence of the sitting MLA,

Jetha Bharwad, said  people
familiar with the matter. 

During their  investigation,
the Gujarat police found eight
blank cheques and another set of
cheques worth ₹2.30 crore from
the residence of Parsuram Roy
of Roy Overseas. These cheques
belonged to parents whose chil-
dren had appeared for NEET-UG
exams at Jalaram School. 

“Some of these parents from
Vadodara said they knew Bhatt
from his time running a coach-
ing class in the city. Others men-
tioned being in contact with Roy,
who operated an overseas edu-
cation consultancy firm. They
had paid Roy in 2023 to secure
their children’s admission in
medical colleges  abroad, but
when this didn’t happen, they
protested. Roy then assured
them he would secure admis-
sions in Indian medical colleges
and help them get the required
NEET-UG scores,” said a Gujarat
police official.

{ PROBE INTO NEET-UG } CHAIRMAN OF JAY JALARAM TRUST IN CBI NET

Godhra school owner took ₹5-10L to fill answer sheets: FIR

Dixit Patel

HT Correspondent
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NEW DELHI: The Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation (SCO)
should address issues such as
respect for sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity and non-discrimi-
natory trade rights in the context
of connectivity projects, India
said on Thursday in a thinly
veiled swipe at China. 

Delivering a speech on behalf
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at the SCO Summit in the
Kazakhstan capital of Astana,
external affairs minister S Jais-
hankar pointed to mutual
respect for territorial integrity,
non-interference in internal
affairs and non-use of force
being the basis for the foreign
policies of the nine members of
the bloc. 

The remarks came against the
backdrop of India’s opposition to
the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) since a key part
of it passes through Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir (PoK), and its
concerns about China’s Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI). Indian offi-
cials have pointed in the past to
the lack of a level playing field in
projects under  BRI. 

The text of Modi’s remarks to
the SCO Summit noted that eco-
nomic development requires
robust connectivity, which can
facilitate trust between societies.
“Respect for sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity is essential for
connectivity and infrastructure

concerns about cross-border ter-
ror from Pakistan. 

The world community must
isolate and expose countries that
harbour terrorists, provide safe
havens and condone terrorism,
and cross-border terror requires
a “decisive response” and terror
financing and recruitment must
be resolutely countered, it
added. 

The speech also referred to
challenges such as climate
change and proper use of emerg-
ing technologies such as artifi-
cial intelligence. India is working
towards a committed reduction
in emissions, transition to alter-
nate fuels, adoption of electric
vehicles and building climate-re-
silient infrastructure. It is also
among countries to formulate a
national strategy on AI and is
working within the SCO frame-
work on a roadmap for AI coop-
eration. The Indian side
expressed its condolences at the
recent death of Iranian president
Ebrahim Raisi in a helicopter
crash while congratulating Iran
on attending the SCO Summit as
a member of the bloc. It also con-
gratulated President Aleksandr
Lukashenko on Belarus becom-
ing a new member of the SCO. 

The SCO, which was estab-
lished in June 2001 comprises
Belarus, China, India, Iran,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Paki-
stan, Russia, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan. India was repre-
sented at the summit in Astana
by Jaishankar.

{ SCO SUMMIT } ASTANA

India again stresses on 
respect for sovereignty 

Shruti Tomar
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BHOPAL:  Five specially-abled
children died of cholera infec-
tion at an orphanage in Indore a
post-mortem examination has
confirmed, days after over 50
children were admitted to the
Chacha Nehru Government Hos-
pital for treatment.

A stool test of the six children,
who died between Sunday and
Tuesday, confirmed the presence
of the infection in five children,
while the sixth child was suffer-
ing from epilepsy, said Dr Preeti
Malpani, head of the pediatric
department.

“We have conducted multiple
tests of children and stool test
confirmed the presence of vibrio
cholerae bacteria that caused
Cholera,” said Malpani. 

Fifty-two children are under-
going treatment at the hospital,
and six of them are in a serious
condition, she said. These six are
being treated in the intensive

care unit (ICU), she said.
Despite repeated attempt Ash-

ram principal Anita Sharma
couldn’t be contacted for the
comment. 

The orphanage, which is the
only centre in the state for spe-
cially-abled children, has been
served a show cause notice by
district collector Asheesh Singh
after a probe committee found
several lapses in the functioning
of the orphanage and care of the
children.

“The children complained of
diarrhea and dehydration on
June 27 to an Ashram doctor but
the administration didn’t pay
any attention. The ashram
administration didn’t inform the
district officials on time and
tried to treat children at the ash-
ram only,” said an officer of dis-
trict administration, who was
part of probe committee, said on
condition of anonymity. “After
four deaths, the children were
rushed to the hospital,” the offi-
cer said.

Autopsy report of five 
kids confirms cholera 
outbreak at MP shelter

department was earlier with
RJD. JD(U) got this department
in new rule. So tell us who is
responsible for this?”

In a post on X, RJD leader
Tejashwi Yadav wrote, “Twelve
bridges have collapsed in Bihar.
Both Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar are silent over these inci-
dents in Bihar. What happened
to the claims of good governance
and corruption-free govern-
ment?.”

HT Correspondent
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PATNA: Three bridges collapsed
at three different locations in
Saran district of Bihar in the last
24 hours, officials said on Thurs-
day, taking the number of such
incidents over a fortnight to 12.
No casualties were reported in
any of the three collapses, the
officials said. 

The first collapse was
reported around noon on
Wednesday, when a British era
bridge near Baba Dhodha Nath
temple in Lahladpur block of
Janata Bazar police station in
Chhapra collapsed. 

Soon after, at around after-
noon, the bridge on Gandaki
River collapsed in Saran village
of Dandaspur Panchayat in the
same block. This bridge is said to
be nearly a century old. 

The third incident was
reported on Thursday from the
Baniyapur block when the
bridge on the Gandaki river con-
necting Saraiya and Satua Pan-
chayat collapsed. 

3 more bridges collapse across 
Bihar in 24 hrs; 12 in a fortnight

A portion of the bridge that collapsed in Bihar on Thursday. HT

tion in the severely affected river
island district Majuli.

The situation is unlikely to
abate soon, with the India Mete-
orological Department issuing a
warning for heavy rainfall in iso-
lated places in Assam, Aruna-
chal Pradesh, Meghalaya and
surrounding areas till July 5.
Heavy rainfall is likely to con-
tinue over northeastern states
till July 8, the weather depart-
ment has forecast.

Across the northeast, rains
have wreaked havoc, triggering
landslides, inundating areas, and
disrupting normal life. 

Landslides triggered by rain
have snapped surface communi-
cation in at least seven districts
of Arunachal Pradesh on Thurs-
day, officials said. The landslide-
affected districts are Siang, East
Siang, Upper Siang, West Siang,
Shi Yomi, Leparada and Upper
Subansiri. A major landslide on
Thursday morning blocked a
large portion of the National
Highway-13 along the Pasighat-
Pangin-Aalo. In Manipur, the
Assam Rifles have launched
“Operation Jal Raahat” in
Imphal to prevent flooding. A
Flood Control Room has been
activated, the Assam Rifles said
in a statement.  Reports of severe
waterlogging and rivers reach-
ing high flood levels were
received from Imphal West,
Imphal East, and Thoubal.

Locals move their belongings on a boat as they move to a safer place during floods, in Darrang 
district of Assam on Thursday. PTI

Toll in flood-hit Assam reaches 
52; rains continue to batter NE

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

SHIMLA/DEHRADUN/NEW DELHI:
 Heavy rains continued to lash
parts of Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand on Thursday, trig-
gering multiple landslides, lead-
ing to the closure of 115 roads in
Himachal, and causing at least
three deaths in Uttarakhand.

The monsoon rains so far are
less intense in north-western
Himalaya as compared to 2023
when over 527 people died in
Himachal and over 150 in Uttara-
khand in extreme rainfall events,
and there has been no major dis-
ruption to life so far.

The India Meteorological
Department, however, has fore-
cast heavy to very heavy rainfall
over northwest and east India,
and very heavy to extremely
heavy rainfall over northeast
India in next four to five days. 

Due to heavy rains in upper
reaches in Garhwal region of
Uttarakhand, the water level in
Ganga reached close to warning
level of 293 meters in Haridwar.

“Flood relief posts are being
inspected to ensure all require-
ments are in place. As soon as
the water level rises or there is
incessant rain, personnel at
these flood relief posts are put on
alert mode,” said sub divisional
magistrate Laksar Gopal Singh

Chauhan.
The state disaster response

force (SDRF) recovered three
bodies in three separate inci-
dents in Pauri, Rishikesh and
Chamoli districts. 

Due to landslides, 120 roads
have been blocked including in
14 in Nainital district, which has
announced closure of schools in
the district on July 5 amid the
warning of heavy rainfall.

In neighbouring Himachal,
115 roads in Mandi, Chamba,
Solan, and Kangra districts were
closed for vehicular traffic fol-
lowing rains. 

Several trees were uprooted in
the state capital Shimla which
has received 84mm of rain since
Wednesday evening.

The weather department has
predicted isolated heavy rainfall
very likely over Jammu-Kash-
mir-Ladakh-Gilgit-Baltistan-Mu-
zaffarabad on July 5 and 6; Him-
achal Pradesh on July 6 and 7;
Uttarakhand on July 8; Punjab
on July 6 and 7; Haryana, Chan-
digarh till July 6; Uttar Pradesh
till July 8, East Rajasthan on July
5 and 6. “The monsoon trough is
oscillating. It’s now near its nor-
mal position but we expect that
it will shift to the north of Delhi
again. So, Delhi may see patchy
rain,” said Mahesh Palawat, vice
president, climate and meteorol-
ogy at Skymet Weather.

Amid heavy rains, 
alert sounded for 
Himachal, U’khand 

HT Correspondent 
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JAIPUR: A 16-year-old student,
who was preparing for the Joint
Entrance Examination (JEE) for
admission to undergraduate
engineering courses, died by sui-
cide in the Kota district of Rajast-
han on Thursday, making it the
13th such incident in the coach-
ing hub this year. 

Last year, 27 students prepar-
ing for various competitive
examinations died by suicide in
the district.

Mahaveer Nagar station
house officer, Mahendra Maroo,
said the student was a resident of
the Nalanda district of Bihar and
was preparing for JEE in Kota
for a year. He added that the stu-
dent died by hanging at his pay-
ing guest  (PG) accommodation. 

“The incident came to light
when the victim’s friends
knocked on his door several
times, but he did not respond.
They then informed the police
and the boy’s younger brother,
who was also staying in Kota and
preparing for NEET,” said
Maroo.

The police broke open the
door to his room and found his
body, he added. 

“No suicide note was recov-

ered from his room. The body
was sent for an autopsy, and his
parents were also informed,” the
SHO said. 

The Kota district administra-
tion also seized the PG for violat-
ing the guidelines while a case
was lodged in the district court
against the hostel owner based
on the police investigation
report revealing that the anti-
hanging device was absent in all
the fans in the PG. 

Amid a surge in suicides
among students last year, the
district administration ordered
all hostels and PG accommoda-
tions on August 18 to install
spring-loaded fans in rooms “to
provide students mental support
and security”. 

Kota is the centre of India’s
test-prep business, estimated to
be worth ₹10,000 crore annually.
Students from around the coun-
try arrive here in huge numbers
after completing Class 10, and
register in residential test-prep
institutes. They also enrol in
schools, most of which are
largely for purposes of certifica-
tion.

{ 13TH INCIDENT THIS YEAR }  

16-yr-old JEE aspirant 
dies by suicide in Kota

Case filed after medical exam 
paper put on sale on social media
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:  The Kerala Cyber 
Police registered a case on Thursday after an 
announcement was made on social media 
that the Foreign Medical Graduate 
Examination (FMGE) question paper and 
answer key were for sale. After completing 
MBBS studies abroad, those who wish to 
practice in India are required to pass the 
FMGE conducted by the National Board of 
Examinations. A police spokesperson said 
the City Cyber Crime Police registered a case 
against groups that advertised the sale of 
question papers for the July 6 exam.

Odisha govt sets up a panel to 
translate MBBS books into Odia 
BHUBANESWAR:  The Odisha government on 
Thursday set up a committee to determine 
timelines and budgetary requirements for 
the identification and translation of MBBS 
books into Odia language. “In view of the 
mandate to provide medical education in 
Odia language in the state, a committee has 
been constituted to examine the matter, 
identify the essential course books for MBBS 
education required to be translated into Odia 
language, and work out timelines and budget 
requirements for undertaking this task,” an 
order issued by the health department said.

lA

NEW DELHI: The Enforcement
Directorate on Thursday said it
has arrested two liquor busi-
nessmen in connection with its
money laundering probe into an
alleged excise scam of Chhattis-
garh that is estimated to have
generated over ₹2,000 crore of
slush funds.

The ED took the custody of
Arvind Singh and Trilok Singh
Dhillon under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act.

The federal agency had been
investigating the matter since
2022, but the Supreme Court on
April 8 this year quashed the
probe, citing lack of evidence of a
“predicate offence”. However, a
day later, ED filed a fresh money
laundering case based on a
Chhattisgarh police’s FIR.

The money laundering case of
ED stemmed from an Economic
Offences Wing (EOW) FIR filed
in January which named 70 indi-
viduals and companies, includ-
ing former excise minister
Kawasi Lakhma, former chief
secretary Vivek Dhand and oth-
ers. ED claimed that Dhillon was
a prime beneficiary of the pro-
ceeds of crime, while Arvind
Singh, played an active role in
the Chhattisgarh liquor syndi-
cate and was the right-hand man
of Anwar Dhebar (the elder
brother of Raipur Mayor and
Congress leader Aijaz Dhebar).

HTC

ED ARRESTS TWO 
IN CHHATTISGARH 
EXCISE SCAM CASE

HELP IS JUST A CALL AWAY

SNEHI: 011-65978181

SUMAITRI: 011-46018404

Alaknanda river after its water level rose following heavy 
rainfall near Badrinath Temple, in Uttarakhand on Tuesday. PTI
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forums like  SAT assume immense
national importance in fostering a
stable and predictable investment
environment,” said the CJI, citing 
the World Bank’s theory from 
2005 that protecting the rule of 
law is intrinsically linked to better
economic outcomes. 

When investors feel assured
that their investments are pro-
tected by law and that there are 
effective mechanisms for dispute 
resolution, the judge added, they 
are more likely to invest in the 
country’s markets. “This influx of
investment can lead to better eco-
nomic outcomes, such as 
increased capital formation, job 
creation, and overall economic 
growth.” 

According to the CJI,  SAT is like
a referee, ensuring that in the 
“dog-eat-dog” world of finance, all
stakeholders play by the rules. 
“Just like any good referee,  SAT 
has successfully kept pace with the

evolving game. As our markets 
and businesses become more 
complex and new regulations 
flood in, the tribunal must consist-
ently rise to the challenge. To effec-
tively adjudicate the appeals 
before the tribunal, members 
require not only a deep under-
standing of intricate financial mat-
ters but most importantly, a strong
commitment to fair adjudication 
and procedural safeguards. This is
crucial in maintaining market 
integrity and investor confidence.”

Commending the tribunal for
moving its office to new, modern 
premises equipped with state-of-
the-art infrastructure and technol-
ogy, the CJI stressed the impor-
tance of digital infrastructure, stat-
ing that the concept of “access to 
justice” needs to be re-imagined 
because modernising infrastruc-
ture must not limit to physical 
infrastructure. He said that tech-
nology is at the heart of the func-

CJI Dhananjaya Y Chandrachud inaugurates the office premises 
of the Securities Appellate Tribunal at Mittal Court, Mumbai. HT

his first visit to Russia since 2019,
and also the first since the start
of the Russian invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022. 

Besides discussing ways to bal-
ance bilateral trade, which is cur-
rently skewed in Russia’s favour 
following India’s increased pur-
chase of Russian crude, the two 
sides are expected to review coop-
eration in defence, space and 
nuclear energy, people familiar 
with the matter said on condition
of anonymity. They will also 
explore new avenues for coopera-
tion, including connectivity initia-
tives, the people said. 

The safe and speedy return of
Indian nationals serving in the 
Russian military, an issued that 
figured in talks between external 
affairs minister S Jaishankar and 
Russian counterpart Sergey Lav-
rov in Astana on Wednesday, is 

Narendra Modi

ished nor was it regularised by the
owners.

Chief Justice Sunita Agarwal
then pointed out: “More than one
year passed and this incident hap-
pened. Why was it not executed. 
This is not a case where authori-
ties were not unaware of this ille-
gal construction.”

At least 27 people were killed 
in Rajkot after a fire broke out 
in a gaming zone on May 25. PTI

Utkarsh Anand 
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NEW DELHI: The idea of “rule of 
law” is not only about social and 
political justice but is also intrinsi-
cally linked to better economic 
outcomes and financial advance-
ment, Chief Justice of India Dhan-
anjaya Y Chandrachud empha-
sised on Thursday, adding that a 
legal system with adequate proce-
dural safeguards and fairness 
builds investor confidence and is 
crucial for economic growth. 

Inaugurating the new office
premises of the Securities Appel-
late Tribunal (SAT) at Mittal Court,
Mumbai, the CJI  underscored the
critical role of  SAT in fostering 
improved economic outcomes 
and financial growth, which in 
turn create a stable and predicta-
ble investment environment. 

Justice Chandrachud noted that
SAT, as a pivotal appellate forum 
for securities markets, ensures 
that all stakeholders adhere to 
regulations, thereby maintaining 
market integrity and investor con-
fidence. 

“A legal system that has ade-
quate procedural safeguards, fair-
ness, and forums that dispense 
justice without arbitrariness, is 
integral to building investor confi-
dence in a country’s markets and 
business landscape. Therefore, 
regulators like SEBI  (Securities 
and Exchange Board of India, the 
market regulator) and appellate 

tioning of the Indian judicial sys-
tem and that it has been a mission
for him as the CJI to promote it.

“In Sarvesh Mathur Vs The Reg-
istrar General, High Court of Pun-
jab and Haryana (2023 and 2024),
the Supreme Court issued several
directions to ensure the continued
use of video conferencing facilities
across High Courts and Tribunals.
It is commendable that  SAT has 
been at the forefront in adopting 
technology including virtual hear-
ings and e-filing, both during the 
Covid-19 pandemic and after it 
subsided,” he said. 

With  SAT having a bench only
in Mumbai, justice Chandrachud 
underscored the importance of 
virtual hearings as a matter of 
right rather than a concession. “A
tribunal with jurisdiction across 
the country must have digital 
resources to allow lawyers from 
different regions to appear before
the tribunal easily and effectively,”
he stated. The judge also praised 
the decision to revamp  SAT’s web-
site, making it more user-friendly
and enhancing accessibility in 
accessing legal services. 

The CJI added: “The rapid
growth in the number of market 
participants and the increase in 
the volume of financial transac-
tions brings with it the likelihood 
of an increased number of dis-
putes. The vacancies in  SAT must
be filled at the earliest to allow the
tribunal to work effectively and at
full capacity.” 

Effective rule of law key 
for economic growth: CJI NEW DELHI: India and UK have

agreed to deepen cooperation
between their cyber agencies in
order to build a “safe and robust
cyberspace”, the external affairs
ministry said on Thursday.

The sixth cyber dialogue
between the two countries,
which was held in New Delhi on
Wednesday, focused on cyber
threat assessment, internet gov-
ernance, data protection and
protection of critical infrastruc-
ture. The discussions also cov-
ered capacity building and coop-
eration in multilateral forums,
the ministry said.

“Both sides agreed to deepen
cooperation between their
respective cyber agencies in
order to build a safe and robust
cyberspace,” it added.

The dialogue was co-chaired
by Amit Shukla, joint secretary
in the cyber diplomacy division
of the external affairs ministry
and Kat Jones, head of strategy
in the cyber policy department of
Britain’s Foreign, Common-
wealth and Development Office.

The Indian delegation
included officials from external
affairs, home and electronics
and information technology
ministries, Indian Cybercrime
Coordination Center, Defence
Research and Development
Organisation, CERT-In and the
National Critical Information
Infrastructure Protection Centre.

The delegation from UK com-
prised officials from National
Cyber Security Centre, cyber pol-
icy department of the FCDO.HTC

INDIA, UK AGREE 
TO DEEPEN TIES 
TO BUILD ROBUST 
CYBERSPACE

expected to be raised during the 
prime minister’s visit, the people 
added.

India has sought a “verified
stop” to the recruitment of Indian
nationals in the Russian Army fol-
lowing the death of four Indians 
on the frontlines of the conflict 
with Ukraine. 

India has not publicly criticised
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
though it has called on both sides 
to cease hostilities and return to 
the path of dialogue and diplo-
macy. Modi’s visit to Russia will 
also reflect India’s strategic auton-
omy in foreign relations, the peo-
ple said. The trip has, however, 
raised eyebrows in diplomatic cir-
cles as Indian prime ministers 
have traditionally chosen a neigh-
bouring country as the destination
for their first foreign visit.

From Russia, Modi will travel to
Austria during July 9-10. This will
be the first visit to Austria by an 
Indian premier in 41 years. 

Modi will meet President Alex-
ander Van der Bellen and hold 
talks with Chancellor Karl Neham-
mer. Modi and Nehammer will 
also address business leaders from
both countries. 

He will also interact with mem-
bers of the Indian community in 
Moscow and Vienna.

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi will embark on a visit
to Russia and Austria next week, 
with the highlight being a bilateral
summit with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin that will allow the
two sides to chart a course for 
future cooperation. 

The first leg of the three-day
official visit will take Modi to Mos-
cow during July 8-9 at the invita-
tion of Putin to hold the 22nd 
India-Russia Annual Summit. 
“The leaders will review the entire
range of multifaceted relations 
between the two countries and 
exchange views on contemporary
regional and global issues of 
mutual interest,” the external 
affairs ministry said in a statement
on Thursday.

An announcement from the
Kremlin said Modi will meet Putin
to discuss the “further develop-
ment of the traditionally amicable
relations between Russia and 
India, as well as pressing interna-
tional and regional issues”.

This will be Modi’s first bilat-
eral visit in his third term follow-
ing a trip to Italy last month to
participate in the outreach ses-
sion of the G7 Summit. It is also

PM to hold talks with Putin next 
week, visit Austria in second leg

Justice of India Dhananjaya Y 
Chandrachud, recommended his
elevation alongside four other 
judges. The other members of the
collegium were justices Sanjiv 

Utkarsh Anand

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: More than six 
months after the Supreme Court 
collegium’s recommendation, the
central government on Thursday
notified the appointment of jus-
tice Sheel Nagu as the chief justice
of the Punjab & Haryana high 
court — a development that high-
lights ongoing concerns over judi-
cial appointments and adminis-
trative hold-ups.

Union law minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal announced justice 
Nagu’s appointment in a post on 
X on Thursday evening.

A government notification
issued later said: “In exercise of 

the powers conferred by clause (1)
of Article 217 of the Constitution 
of India, the President is pleased 
to appoint Shri Justice Sheel 
Nagu, Judge of the High Court of 
Madhya Pradesh, to be the Chief 
Justice of the High Court of Pun-
jab and Haryana with effect from
the date he assumes charge of his
office.” 

The decision came a day after
HT spotlighted how justice Nagu
was the only judge left out from a
set of five names recommended 
by the Supreme Court collegium 
in December 2023.

The government’s notification
of justice Nagu’s appointment 
arrived more than six months 
after the collegium, led by Chief 

Khanna and BR Gavai.
The delay in justice Nagu’s

appointment meant that he was
the only one from the group still
awaiting confirmation, even as 
the other three judges — Justices
Arun Bhansali, Manindra Mohan
Shrivastava, and Vijay Bishnoi —
were appointed as chief justices 
of the high courts of Allahabad, 
Rajasthan and Gauhati, respec-
tively, in February. The fifth 
judge, justice BR Sarangi, was 
appointed as the chief justice of 
the Jharkhand high court on 
Wednesday, though justice Sar-
angi will have one of the shortest
tenures at the helm owing to his
impending retirement on July 
20.

The delay in justice Nagu’s
appointment underscores a pat-
tern of selective processing by the
Centre, which has resulted in pro-
longed vacancies in high courts. 

The Punjab & Haryana high
court has been without a full-
time chief justice since October 
2023, while the Jharkhand high 
court remained without a full-
time chief justice since Decem-
ber 29 – two days after the colle-
gium’s recommendation to 
appoint justice Sarangi. Some 
other high courts such as Delhi, 
Madhya Pradesh and Madras are
also functioning with acting 
chiefs as the collegium is yet to 
recommend names to fill these 
posts.

Centre clears collegium recommendation after 6 mths

Justice Sheel Nagu has been 
appointed as chief justice of 
the Punjab & Haryana HC

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

AHMEDABAD: The Gujarat high 
court on Thursday censured the 
state government for not abiding 
by a 2023 order to demolish the 
TRP Game Zone in Rajkot, where
a massive blaze left 27 dead in May
this year.

The HC’s rebuke came in
response to an affidavit filed by the
state government that accused the
Rajkot Municipal Corporation 
(RMC) officials of not acting on a 
June 2023 order to demolish the 
illegal gaming zone. 

Advocate General (AG) Kamal
Trivedi, who was representing the
state government,  informed the 
court that the RMC issued a notice
to demolish the illegal structure in
the gaming zone after a fire earlier
in 2023. But, neither the structure
of the TRP Game Zone was demol-

When Trivedi pointed out that
the present Municipal Commis-
sioner has already suspended 
RMC’s Town Planning Officer 
(TPO) and an Assistant TPO for 
negligence, Chief Justice Agarwal
said it was not enough. “Taking 
action against a few people will not
help you. The working (style) has 
to be revisited. There are loopholes
and lapses which need to be taken
care of. You cannot put this state in
this situation. It is very serious that
such incidents are happening,” 
noted the chief justice.

The Gujarat government also
submitted its “fact-finding inquiry”
report in a sealed cover to the HC 
on the blaze. The bench last 
month had expressed displeasure
over the investigation into the fire
and ordered a “fact-finding 
inquiry” to uncover how the illegal
game zone had come up and what
roles officials played in it. 

HC rebukes Guj for not abiding by ’23 
civic body order to raze gaming zone

OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER IN CHIEF
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT,
NAVA RAIPUR, ATAL NAGAR
(CENTRAL TENDER CELL)
E-Procurement Tender Notice
Main Portal : https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in

Tenders are invited for the Following works :-
S.
N
o

System
Tender
No./
Date

Name of Work PAC
Amount
(Rupees
in lacs)

1 155431
First Call
26.06.2024

CONSTRUCTION OF MORADIH SALEKERA
ROAD, LENGTH 2.20 KM, DISTT.- JASHPUR.
(Work code - W27251).

284.77

2 155451
(FifthCall)
26.06.2024

CONSTRUCTION OF COMMERCIAL COURT
BUILDING ( INCLUDING 3 COURT ROOMS)
AT SECTORE 24, ATAL NAGAR, NAWA
RAIPUR I/C. WATER SUPPLY, SANITERY
FITTINGS & ELECTRIFICATION WORK.
DISTT. RAIPUR(DN. NO.3, NAWA RAIPUR).

728.40

3 155452
First Call
26.06.2024

STRENGTHENING OF MAHARAJGANJ
TO PACHAWAL ROAD, LENGTH 1.24 KM,
DISTT.- RAMANUJGANJ.

208.35

4 155464
First Call
27.06.2024

Construction of New Civil Court Building
I/C Water Supply, Sanitary Fittings,
Electrification Work & Approach road At Saja
Distt- Bemetara (C.G.)

730.44

5 155532
(5th Call)
28.06.2024

Construction of 02 Court Building i/c Police
Booth Block Medical & Bank Block Malkahana
Store & Lokup, Canteen & Public Block &
Advocate Block at Sukma & Construction of
Civil Court Building Approach Road Length
590 M i/c R.C.C. Drain With Cover & Including
Electrification Work.

656.98

Last Date of Tender Downloading S.No. 01 date 18.07.2024, S.No. 02 date
08.07.2024, S.No. 05 date 09.07.2024. Other Tenders Date are Schedule as
date 19.07.2024. For more details on the tender and bidding process please
visit the above mentioned portal. Chief Engineer

(Central Tender Cell)
Office Of Engineer In Chief

P.W.D., Nava Raipur, Atal NagarG-242500763/6

DELHI ELECTRICITY
REGULATORY COMMISSION
Viniyamak Bhawan, C-Block, Shivalik,

Malviya Nagar, New Delhi-110 017
Website: www.derc.gov.in
Telefax: +91-11-41080417

PUBLIC NOTICE
DELHI ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION

(NET METERING FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY) (FIRST
AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS, 2024

In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 181 read with
Section 61 (h) and Section 86 (1) (e) of the Electricity Act 2003
(Act 36 of 2003), Regulation 16 of Delhi Electricity Regulatory
Commission (DERC) (Net Metering for Renewable Energy),
Regulations 2014 and all other powers enabling it in this behalf,
DERC has prepared the Draft DERC (Net Metering for Renewable
Energy) (First Amendment) Regulations, 2024.

2) The said Draft Regulations are available on the website of the
Commission http://derc.gov.in
3) The stakeholders are requested to forward their Suggestions/
Comments on the said Draft Regulations to the Commission, latest
by 5.00 PM on 19.07.2024. The Suggestions/Comments may be
forwarded to Secretary, DERC either by post or through email to
secyderc@nic.in
Dated: 02.07.2024
DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0113/24-25 Rajesh Dangi, Secretary

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(Section 82 Cr. P.C.)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that the
accused person Balwinder@Monu S/O Ramesh Kumar R/o
Village Nandol Rohtak, Haryana has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in FIR No. 610/2022
U/S 25ARMSACT,PSMangolpuri and it has been returned to
warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said accused
personBalwinder@Monu cannot be found andwhereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused
Balwinder@Monu, has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of said warrant). Proclamation is hereby
made that the Balwinder@Monu in in FIR No. 610/2022 U/S
25 ARMS ACT, PS Mangolpuri, is required to appear before
this court to answer the said complaint on or before
06.08.2024.

DP/8574/OD/2024

By order
Shri Rishabh Kapoor

Metropolitan Magistrate (Northwest Delhi)
Room No. 105

Rohini Court, Delhi

Central Bureau of Communication
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting

Government of India
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Central Bureau of
Communication

invites applications for fresh Empanelment of
Multi-service Operators (MSOs) with CBC for publicity of

Central Government advertisements.
For more details, please visit https://cbcindia.gov.in/cbc/public/
uploads/website_advisory/1719912246-1318-advisoryFile.pdf

CBC 22204/11/0002/2425
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Given the right nudge, people take up physical activity when an 
appropriate environment is created HT ARCHIVE

T
he monsoon has brought much-needed
relief from a scorching summer, in
which the national Capital saw temper-
atures pushing 50 degrees Celsius. The

India Meteorological Department (IMD) had 
issued red alerts for heatwaves in several 
states, and cities were panting for cooling solu-
tions. While the clamour for air conditioning 
units grows louder, an impactful approach to
combating such heat exists, rooted in scientific
understanding and sustainable principles — 
passive design.

Marketed as an easy fix, air conditioning
systems mask deeper issues like power cuts 
and global warming. Rising temperatures and
reliance on air conditioners (ACs) strain the 
grid, leading to breakdowns, higher peak 
loads, and increased fossil fuel demand. This 
heightens heat exposure risks when passive 
alternatives aren’t used. Additionally,
ACs exacerbate the urban heat island
effect by transferring indoor heat out-
doors, making concrete areas hotter
than green spaces and compromising
thermal comfort for those without 
them.  Integrating passive features 
into buildings decreases reliance on 
energy-intensive cooling systems, 
lowers carbon footprints, reduces 
electricity bills, and addresses climate
change by minimising peak loads on
air conditioning systems. 

Incorporating passive design prin-
ciples starts right from the beginning
of house design, with close attention
to factors like massing (the architec-
tural concept that relates to the three-
dimensional structure of a building)
and orientation (a building’s position
in relation to the Sun’s paths and 
direction of wind). Creating shading through 
strategic massing and incorporating court-
yards are integral aspects. Professional gui-
dance ensures optimal building orientation to
maximise airflow and minimise heat gain. 
Utilising indigenous materials with natural 
cooling properties enhances sustainability. 
Retrofitting existing constructions to incorpo-
rate these strategies improves thermal comfort
and reduces electricity costs.

The insulation forms the foundation for
cooler homes. With options from building air
pockets to advanced thermal materials availa-
ble in the market, insulation offers a versatile
toolkit for protection. Reflective coatings and
lighter hues on exterior surfaces deflect heat 
while traditional mosaic roof-floors minimise
heat absorption. Yet, insulation alone isn’t suf-
ficient. Walls made of high thermal mass 
materials like clay bricks or autoclaved aerated
concrete (AAC) blocks impede heat transfer, 
enhancing thermal comfort. Modern cata-
logues of such materials often feature hollow

configurations, which allow for the addition of
air pockets or extra insulation materials to fur-
ther optimise performance.

Efficient window design is crucial for balan-
cing daylight and minimising harsh sunlight,
promoting natural ventilation, and reducing 
reliance on mechanical cooling. Historically, 
courtyard-based layouts offered shaded areas
and central vents for airflow, with windows 
positioned to reduce heat gain. Modern resi-
dences often overlook these features, but 
homeowners can still use shading techniques
ranging from traditional chajjas to modern 
louvers to reduce heat penetration. Addition-
ally, dampened bamboo or reed curtains, or 
chik blinds, provide effective shading during 
dry summers. Modern adaptations like modu-
lar clay brick louvers offer both functionality 
and aesthetic appeal.

Planting local, drought-resistant
trees significantly lowers ambient
temperatures, reducing reliance on
ACs and providing essential shade. 
In urban areas, vertical gardens and
green roofs offer compact alterna-
tives to trees. While maintenance is a
consideration, automatic watering
systems and innovative gardening
techniques help address this
challenge. 

While deceptively simple, these
measures are crucial for maintaining
thermal comfort and reducing bills.
Passive design effectiveness varies by
climate, making it essential to priori-
tise the right strategies. Engaging
architects and sustainability consult-
ants becomes imperative for effective
implementation.

Residents can enhance self-reli-
ance and reduce their carbon footprint by tran-
sitioning to net-zero housing and leveraging 
government subsidy schemes for photovoltaic
(PV) electricity generation and rainwater har-
vesting. Programmes like the Indian Housing
Technology Mela under the PM Awas Yojana 
and the ministry of housing and urban affairs
provide access to innovative building materials
and technologies. Additionally, homeowners
can enrol in green rating programs such as 
SVAGRIHA by Green Rating for Integrated 
Habitat Assessment (GRIHA) to receive feed-
back on their sustainability efforts. 

Investing in insulation, optimising thermal
mass, and fostering natural ventilation may 
lack the glamour of a brand-new AC unit, yet 
its enduring benefits for both your finances 
and the environment are undeniable.

Sanjay Seth is senior director and Sheen Pandita is 

project associate, Sustainable Buildings Division, 

The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI).

The views expressed are personal

How cities can beat the 
heat with passive design

Sanjay 
Seth

magistrate, court staff, lawyers, police, the
accused and their families — and observed the
manner in which courtroom dynamics and
social hierarchies mediated the experience of
the accused during first production and
remand. These are aspects that do not neces-
sarily make their way into the written record
or case documents. Besides checking the
paperwork, these proceedings are an opportu-
nity for the magistrate to publicly verify its
contents through interaction with the
accused, lawyers, police and even the family of
the accused. This oversight is meant to ensure
accountability in police functioning during
investigation. 

We found that magistrates rarely interacted
with the accused to ascertain their well-being
beyond a brief query. The MLC produced
before the magistrate court notes the physical
condition of the accused. The examination of
the MLC, however, was rarely taken as an

opportunity to probe the origin of the
visible injuries and confirm whether
they were caused by the police or the
public, accidentally or intentionally.
Magistrates also did not necessarily
ensure the continued well-being and
treatment of the accused in custody.
In fact, while the accused brought for
first production always had the MLC,
those coming from judicial custody
did not seem to have any such
requirement of an MLC to ensure
their continued safety. The research-
ers did not observe any mention of 
an inspection memo or a record 
of injuries/condition of the accused
on arrest.

Perhaps the most surprising limi-
tation observed in this context,
unmentioned in the jurisprudence,
statute and remand hearings, is that

the accused are produced from police custody
by officers from the same police station inves-
tigating their case. In the case mentioned here,
for instance, the magistrate asked him
whether he was beaten up by the police while
the officer investigating his case was standing
right next to him. The accused, at that point, is
not sure whether he might be sent back to
police custody for further detention. There is
thus no separation between the investigating
officers and the accused at this stage to create
an environment where the accused feels safe
to raise their concerns about possible police
violence. There appears to be a lack of recog-
nition of the vulnerability of the accused in
custody at this stage. 

Undoubtedly, there is variation in the
behaviour of magistrates across different
courts, but a lot currently depends on their
discretion, and whether first production 
and remand are adequately accounted for in
the magistrates’ work day. The onus is cur-
rently on the accused and their lawyers to
point to the illegalities of arrest and the need
to protect the dignity and safety of the accused
in custody entitled under Article 21 (on life
and liberty). 

By drawing attention to the experience of
the accused during remand, we hope that
institutional barriers to the protection of con-
stitutional rights are addressed and proce-
dural safeguards such as the MLC are used
fully to ensure the safety of the accused. 

Jinee Lokaneeta is professor in Political Science and

International Relations, Drew University, and

Zeba Sikora is senior associate, Project 39A,

National Law University, Delhi.

The views expressed are personal

make this transition smooth by mak-
ing PA a habit.

People of all ages and genders exer-
cising in parks in the morning and
evenings are a common sight in the
bigger cities. Public gyms have also
made this more attractive. This shows
that given the right nudge, people take
up PA when an appropriate environ-
ment is created. Only education and
fitness events will not cut it. Though
they serve a certain group, more
indoor gyms are also not a solution.
We need to make our lives more phys-
ically active. For example, to promote
cycle use, make it a safer and easier
option. Promote stairs over lifts by
making stairs easy to find in buildings
and hotels. Build these habits at
schools and promote PA in the work-
place. We need more neighbourhood
parks and spaces for children to play
safely. While bigger and planned cit-
ies make provisions for parks, these
are often missing in the unplanned
growth of our peri-urban and subur-
ban spaces. Our pavements are so

haphazardly made that it is difficult to
walk on them, even for the most agile.
Why do our smart cities not promote
health and PA as a core focus? Pro-
moting PA has to become a central
tenet of urban planning and design.

Finally, while it is good to see two
large surveys funded by the health
ministry contributing data for this
estimate, these information sources
are old (2017-18), and we need to have
the next round of surveys to get a
more updated picture and to do this
regularly, the Union, state, and local
governments need to promote PA at
the population level; a goal of achiev-
ing a 10% reduction in insufficient PA
by 2025 has already been set for the
country. However, at the individual
level, nothing stops one from taking
the first step. It is, after all, for one’s
own benefit.

Anand Krishnan is professor, Centre for

Community Medicine at the All India 

Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi.

The views expressed are personal

T
he Indian Constitution mandates,
under Article 22(2), that a person
arrested has to be produced in front of
a magistrate within 24 hours of arrest,

providing an opportunity for a judicial magis-
trate to inquire into the life, liberty, safety and
dignity of the accused. This first step in the
criminal justice system, termed first produc-
tion, has life and death consequences for the
accused. The magistrate also authorises fur-
ther detention in police custody or judicial
custody (jail) and oversees police investiga-
tion through remand hearings. Yet first pro-
duction and remand in the magistrate courts
have been understudied, given the inordinate
focus on the higher judiciary, particularly the
Supreme Court. 

A recent report by Project 39A, National
Law University, Delhi, authored by us, brings
attention to the significant role of the magis-
trate at this stage, drawing from observations
in Delhi courts over a period of three
months. In a striking incident before
a duty magistrate’s court, a young
Muslim man accused of theft was
brought in for first production with
visible injuries. The accompanying
case file had the two most important
documents, linked to the protection
of liberty and safety of the accused
that the magistrate examines at this
stage — the arrest memo and the
medico-legal certificate (MLC). The
arrest memo has details of the time
and place of the arrest and the proof
of intimation to the family. The MLC
is a document created after a medi-
cal exam and is placed before the
magistrate at first production and
during subsequent productions from
police custody. The accused’s lawyer
raised the issue of the police beating
the accused. When the magistrate asked the
accused about it, the policeman standing next
to the accused intervened and stated that the
accused was beaten up by the public. When
the magistrate asked the accused directly, he
said public ne bhi maara (the public also beat
me). While clearly, the magistrate examined
the documents and even interacted with the
accused, it is unclear whether this was ade-
quate probing of the possibility of police vio-
lence, which is necessary to ensure the safety
and dignity of the accused.

This first of its kind study, titled Magis-
trates and Constitutional Protections: An Eth-
nographic Study of First Production and
Remand in Delhi Courts, was conducted
across all six district court complexes of Delhi
— Dwarka, Karkardooma, Rohini, Saket, Tis
Hazari and Patiala House. Researchers
focused on the role of multiple court actors —
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No India-China 
thaw at SCO meet

Macro factors back 
sharp Sensex rise

B
SE Sensex, India’s benchmark equity market
index, crossed yet another psychological 
threshold of 80,000 on Wednesday. The Sensex

has taken only 139 trading sessions to complete its 
journey from 70,000 to 80,000 points, the quickest 
ever 10,000-point addition to its value. What is one to 
make of this achievement? Three points need to be 
made to answer this question.

The first is a need for a sense of proportion. Each 
new 10,000 points mean a smaller growth of the value 
of the Sensex. For example, the journey from 10,000 to 
20,000 meant a 100% growth while the one from 
70,000 to 80,000 means just a 14.3% growth.

The second is a more substantive question. Is the 
Indian equity market being driven by exuberance? 
An international comparison of the PE multiples — it 
compares share prices with earnings per share — 
suggests that it is. But a historical comparison shows 
that the PE multiple of the Sensex is lower than what it 
has been in the near and distant past. Read together, 
they suggest that the ongoing bull run could be driven 
by India’s relative advantage vis-à-vis other global 
economies rather than unhealthy exuberance.

The third and most important is the question of the
larger macroeconomy. Much of India’s relative 
advantage has come because of its macroeconomic 
stability. Fiscal restraint shown by the Centre since the 
pandemic has played a role here. While this has been 
music to the ears of investors, it has also contributed to 
the ongoing growth trajectory not being broad-based. 
This must change if private capex, and, therefore, 
profits, have to increase on a sustained basis. This is 
what will justify the forward premium driving the 
equity markets. Rejuvenating broad-based growth 
without hurting investor sentiment is the most 
important economic policy challenge at the moment.

W
ith the India-China standoff on the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) into its fifth year, it
would be unrealistic to expect a meeting
between the foreign ministers of the two

sides to lead to an immediate breakthrough, especially 
in the absence of any meaningful engagement of the 
top leadership of both countries in several years. 
The meeting in Astana (where the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation summit is on) saw external 
affairs minister S Jaishankar emphasising to his 
Chinese counterpart, Wang Yi, the need for complete 
disengagement of troops at the remaining “friction 
points” in Ladakh and restoring peace at the border to 
facilitate the restoration of normalcy in bilateral ties. 
There was also agreement on stepping up the 
diplomatic and military talks that began in 2020 to 
resolve the face-off that has heightened tensions 
between the Asian giants. All of these points are in line 
with India’s stated position that it cannot be business 
as usual with China as long as tens of thousands 
remain deployed on LAC, often in close proximity to 
other, and Beijing continues to flout agreements that 
had ensured a fragile peace at the disputed border. 
The meeting of the foreign ministers, however, is 
significant as this is the first time Jaishankar and Yi 
sat across a table in almost a year to discuss a situation 
that is not in the interest of either side.

The fraught nature of the bilateral relationship and
China’s numerous actions — whether it is forays into 
the Indian Ocean by its surveillance vessels or 
meddling in countries in India’s backyard — don’t 
augur well for regional stability. There have been 
subtle shifts by India on issues of importance to China 
— such as more open support for the Philippines’ 
position in the South China Sea, allowing a US 
Congressional delegation to visit the Dalai Lama in 
Dharamshala, and the Indian premier’s references to 
Taiwan in public comments — that show New Delhi is 
less willing to countenance coercion or use of force.

However, it has also become amply clear that the 
diplomatic and military tracks are no longer adequate 
to fully resolve the standoff on LAC. Some on the 
Indian side even believe this is an effort by China to 
prolong the issue and hold up its resolution, while 
Beijing continues to insist that the border standoff be 
put in its “appropriate place”. Therefore, the 
diplomatic and military talks should proceed in 
parallel with some form of supervision by the political 
leadership of both sides to ensure results, without the 
process dragging on interminably.

A
 study published in The
Lancet recently con-
cluded that the preva-
lence of insufficient
physical activity (PA)
among adults has been

increasing globally since 2000. The
report says it has increased from an
estimated 23.4% in 2000 to 31.3% in
2022. Of concern to readers here is
that it has increased from 22.3% to
49.4% in the same period for India. It
is important to note that insufficient
PA means less than 150 minutes of
moderate or vigorous physical activity
in a week. For PA to protect the heart,
it must make the heart work more
than usual, indicated by an increase
in heart rate or breathing harder, and
must be done for at least 10 minutes at
a stretch. PA has been shown to pre-
vent many cardiometabolic diseases
as well as cancers. And no, yoga is not
counted as PA.

The key data sources are large pop-
ulation-based studies funded by the
ministry of health and family welfare
that use standard global tools and
protocols. Having been personally

involved in many of these surveys, I
can vouch that measuring PA at the
population level is incredibly difficult.
We ask a series of questions about
time spent usually or in the last week
in moderate and vigorous activity at
work (at home for the non-working),
travel, and leisure time, or discretion-
ary (self-driven). Assessing the inten-
sity of the activity as moderate/vigor-
ous and the time spent can be quite
challenging. The activity per se is not
enough. For example, one could swim
or play badminton vigorously (com-
petitive) or moderately or
even with very little activity
(float/laze in water). Simi-
larly, walking could be brisk
(about 5 km per hour) or
slower or faster. People
often overestimate both the
intensity and the time taken
for such activities. The use
of wearable devices to meas-
ure PA is rising for such sur-
veys, though this still has several
operational challenges.

Acknowledging the difficulty in
measurement does not subtract from
the key finding that PA is declining in
India. In general, our studies show
that the rural population has higher
PA, men are more active than women,
older people have lower PA and most
of our PA occurs in the work domain,
especially in rural areas, and is much
lower during leisure time or in the
discretionary domain. In other words,
we do not make efforts to do PA but
do it only if it becomes necessary.

Is brisk walking (or similar PA) for

30 minutes daily difficult for most
Indians? Women often do low-inten-
sity housework for long periods and
get tired without necessarily doing
any cardio-protective PA. They seem
unable to fit these 30 minutes into
their daily schedule or consider this
unnecessary. People do not even walk
to the bus or metro station and use
two-/three-wheelers instead. Inclem-
ent weather conditions and pollution
further compound the problem. Most
of us do desk jobs with little scope for
any PA at the workplace. Long com-

mutes leave us with little
time and energy to do PA,
even if one is interested. Ris-
ing screen times at all ages
also hinder PA.

India is in transition as far
as PA is concerned. As a
chunk of the population ages
and with rapid urbanisation,
we are moving from work-
based to discretionary as our

predominant domain of PA. We need
to create systems to facilitate it. The
way out for women would be the par-
tial automation of many chores; the
saved time can be used for discretion-
ary PA. As rural people move away
from agriculture to factories and ser-
vice industries, work-based PA will
come down. With an increase in the
purchase of motorised vehicles
(explosion in the two-wheeler seg-
ment and budget cars), commutation-
related PA is also coming down.
Increased PA in the discretionary
domain will have to compensate for
these declines. The challenge is to

Health alert! Indians 
need to exercise more
As the scope for 
adequate physical 
activity through work 
diminishes, the focus 
has to be on making it 
easy for people to 
exercise
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New Delhi did well to continue to push for 
de-escalation at LAC. This will need more 
than talks at the diplomatic and military levels
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A lot currently depends on magistrates’ 
discretion, and on whether first 
production and remand are adequately 
accounted for in their work day HT ARCHIVE
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SOREN
party MLA Kalpana Soren, Cham-
pai, and senior leaders of the 
JMM-led alliance were present at
the swearing-in ceremony held at
the Raj Bhavan. 

“The INDIA front government
had started various development
projects (after the 2019 state polls).
Then I was forced to quit after 
being framed as part of a conspir-
acy. Champai Soren ji continued 
the work amid political turbu-
lence. Now, I have returned and 
will take things forward,” Hemant
Soren said after the swearing-in.

Soren resigned from the chief
minister’s post on January 31 and

national security, the statement
said. Naval cooperation between
India and Bangladesh cuts
across bilateral exercises, inter-
actions through port calls and
training initiatives. 

During the visit, Tripathi held

talks with Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and several top govern-
ment and military officials. A
122-member contingent of the
Bangladesh armed forces took
part in the 2021 Republic Day
parade in New Delhi. 

Indian Navy chief Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi at Bangladesh Naval 
Academy in Chittagong. HT PHOTO

HT Correspondent 

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Indian Navy chief
Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi on
Thursday reviewed the passing
out parade at the Bangladesh
Naval Academy in Chittagong as
chief guest, becoming the first
foreign head of service to do so,
the navy said in a statement. 

He was on a four-day visit
from July 1-4 to Bangladesh to
bolster bilateral defence rela-
tions and explore new avenues
for naval cooperation. 

In his address at BNA, Tripa-
thi recalled Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s vision
of ‘Sonar Bangla’ and the valour
of the brave fighters of Mukti
Bahini during the Liberation
War of 1971 to motivate the 68
passing out officers to dedicate
their lives to nation-building and

Navy chief 1st foreign head to review 
Bangladesh Naval Academy parade

{  }

mutual interest – will guide our
bilateral ties,” he added. 

This was the first meeting
between Jaishankar and Wang
in almost a year, though they
had a brief encounter on the
sidelines of the Munich Security
Conference in Germany in Feb-
ruary. 

A readout from the external
affairs ministry noted the two
ministers agreed that prolong-
ing the current situation in the
border areas is not in the inter-
est of either side, and said that
Jaishankar had “highlighted the
need to redouble efforts to
achieve complete disengage-
ment from the remaining areas
in Eastern Ladakh and restore
border peace and tranquillity in
order to remove obstacles
towards return of normalcy in
bilateral relations”. 

The two ministers “agreed to
continue and step up” meetings
of diplomatic and military offi-
cials to take forward discus-
sions to resolve the remaining
issues at the earliest, the read-
out said. 

In this context, Jaishankar
and Wang agreed that the
Working Mechanism on Con-
sultation and Coordination on
India-China Border Affairs
(WMCC) should hold an early
meeting. Jaishankar reiterated
that the bilateral relationship is
“best served by observing the
three mutuals – mutual respect,
mutual sensitivity and mutual
interests”, the readout said. 

Jaishankar also emphasised
the “importance of fully abiding
by relevant bilateral agree-
ments, protocols, and under-
standings” reached by the two
sides in the past, and that the
LAC “must be respected and
peace and tranquillity in the
border areas always ensured”,
the readout added. 

The readout further noted
that the meeting had focused on
finding an early resolution of
the remaining issues along the
LAC to “stabilise and rebuild
bilateral relations”. 

The ministers also discussed
the global situation and Jais-
hankar extended to Wang
India’s support for China’s pres-
idency of the SCO in 2025. 

There was no immediate
word from the Chinese side on
the meeting, which was held
against the backdrop of contin-
uing tensions between India
and China over the military
standoff on the LAC, which is
into its fifth year and has taken
bilateral ties to a six-decade low.

Jaishankar and Wang last
held a bilateral meeting on the
margins of various Asean-re-
lated meetings in Jakarta on
July 14, 2023 and Thursday’s
meeting was an opportunity for
the two sides to take stock of the
situation along the LAC and
continuing efforts to address
remaining “friction points” such
as Depsang and Demchok. 

Jaishankar has maintained
that the overall relationship
with China can’t be normalised
without peace and tranquillity
on the border. He has also
blamed China for the current
situation, saying on numerous
occasions that it violated border
management agreements and
massed troops along the LAC. 

However, even at his meeting
with Jaishankar last July, Wang
had said the two countries
should “not define overall rela-
tions with specific issues” – a
reference to China’s position
that the LAC standoff should be
put in its “appropriate place” in
the overall relationship. 

China has lobbied in recent
weeks for the resumption of
direct flights to India and the
easing of restrictions on issuing
visas to Chinese nationals, espe-
cially technical personnel
deputed to work with manufac-
turing units in India. The Indian
side has given no indication it
intends to address these mat-
ters, with officials saying all
such issues are linked to the sit-
uation in Ladakh sector, where
both sides have arrayed about
50,000 troops each. 

Despite dozens of rounds of
diplomatic and military talks,
India and China have been una-
ble to resolve “friction points”
such as Depsang and Demchok.

A deadly clash in Galwan Val-
ley in June 2020, which killed
20 Indian soldiers and at least
four Chinese troops, sent ties
plummeting and the Indian side
also has concerns about China’s
adversarial activities across the
region, such as the deployment
of surveillance vessels and
efforts to gain access to ports
and key facilities in neighbour-
ing countries. 

RESPECT FOR LAC was arrested by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) hours later on 
money laundering charges in con-
nection with an alleged land 
racket in the state capital. Cham-
pai, a sitting minister at the time, 
was elected as the ruling coali-
tion’s leader on the same day and
took oath as chief minister on 
February 2. Soren, who has 
denied all charges, was released 
from jail last Friday after the 
Jharkhand high court granted 
him bail.

“I had given a message to you
about how the Opposition 
hatched a conspiracy against me 
and how they succeeded in their 
evil designs. They attempted to 
keep me in jail for a long time, but
I chose to resort to a legal battle. 
You supported me on the streets. 
Finally, justice was delivered, and
I was released clean,” CM Soren 
said in a video message to the peo-
ple. He said that he was given an 
opportunity to serve the people  
but “the conspirators could not 
digest that a tribal youth could 
reach such heights, and finally on
January 31, I was removed on false
charges”.

“We got Jharkhand after a long
struggle. The adivasis, Dalits, and
the poor have had to fight for their
rights. I took the government to 
your doorstep. Now I am back... 
The thrust of our government 
would be to strengthen the work 
that was being done earlier. 
Jharkhand jhukega nahin, Jhark-
hand rukega nahin (Jharkhand 
won’t bow down, Jharkhand wont
stop),” he added.

The case against Soren origi-
nated with the arrest of Bhanu 
Pratap Prasad, a land revenue 
sub-inspector of Bargain circle 
area in the state capital, in 2023. 
Prasad was allegedly part of a 
land-grab syndicate that falsified 
original land records. Several 
original land records were recov-
ered from Prasad, along with an 
image on his phone showing an 
8.86-acre land parcel allegedly in
Soren’s illegal possession.

Soon after being sworn in,
Soren visited Sidhu Kanhu Park 
and Birsa Chowk where he gar-
landed the statues of tribal icons 
Sidhu Kanhu and Birsa Munda 
before heading to the state secre-
tariat, where he took charge of 
office.

Champai lauded Soren and
said: “I congratulate Hemant 
Babu for the formation of the new
government. I congratulate all our
alliance members.”

Soren’s return to the state’s
helm is likely to provide impetus 
to the ruling alliance of JMM, 
Congress, Rashtriya Janata Dal 
(RJD) and Communist Party of 
India (Marxist–Leninist) Libera-
tion ahead of this year’s state elec-
tions, members of the coalition 
said.

“The change of guard in Jhark-
hand will not hamper the 
prospects of the INDIA bloc at all
in the assembly election. In fact, 
we will do much better than the 
2019 polls,” AICC executive com-
mittee member Ajoy Kumar said.

The ruling alliance won 47 of
the total 81 seats in the state in the
2019 assembly polls and the BJP 
managed to bag 25. The coalition
swept the tribal seats in the elec-
tions, winning 26 of the 28 ST-re-
served constituencies, while the 
BJP won the remaining two seats,
down from the 11 it won in 2014. In
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections, the
BJP won eight of the state’s 14 par-
liamentary seats, the JMM three, 
and the Congress two.

Kalpana Soren, who won the
bypoll from the Gandey assembly
constituency last month, said 
Soren will “continue to work for 
the people”.

“It is a blessing from people
and our party workers. Following
the high court’s decision, he 
[Soren] is once again the Jhark-
hand CM. Now, he will work even
more for the people of Jhark-
hand…,” she said.

Speaking on condition of ano-
nymity, coalition leaders said that
the cabinet under Soren was likely
to take shape on July 7. They 
added that while most of the min-
isters from the “JMM quota will 
be repeated in the cabinet, the 
Congress could bring in one or 
two new faces”.  RJD MLA Satya-
nand Bhokta is likely to remain a 
part of the cabinet, they added. 

The JMM held six berths,
including that of the chief minis-
ter, in the state cabinet under 
Champai and also under Soren 
before his arrest. The Congress 
had four members, while RJD had
one member in the cabinet. The 
12th berth remained vacant , but 
those aware of the matter said it 
could be filled this time.

“The 12th berth is likely to be
filled by JMM MLA Baidynath 
Ram, while Congress MLA Irfan 
Ansari is set to replace the posi-
tion vacated by (Congress leader)
Alamgir Alam, who is in jail. The
Congress is also likely to change at
least one of the three ministerial 
faces,” an alliance leader said on 
condition of anonymity.

The BJP launched an attack on
Soren after he took charge, with 
the party’s state president Babulal
Marandi accusing him of making
false promises.

“ Last year, Hemant Soren had
given assurance of regularizing 
(contracts of assistant police-
men)… But Hemant, who has 
mastered the art of lying, cheat-
ing, fraud and deceit, has betrayed
even the assistant policemen,” he
posted on X.

NEW DELHI:  Congress MP Man-
ickam Tagore has written to Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla, alleging
that Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and BJP MP Anurag Tha-
kur made “factually incorrect, 
inaccurate and misleading state-
ments” in the House, and sought
appropriate action in the matter,
officials familiar with the matter
said.

Tagore has written to Speaker
Birla, requesting that provisions
of direction 115(1) be invoked over
the statements made by Modi 
and Thakur. 

The Virudhunagar MP called
on Birla to initiate requisite pro-
ceedings and take appropriate 
action over “factually incorrect, 
inaccurate and misleading state-
ments” made by the PM and Tha-
kur in the House. Tagore also 
pointed out alleged inaccuracies
in Thakur’s July 1 speech in the 
Lok Sabha. PTI

CONG SEEKS ACTION 
OVER STATEMENTS 
BY MODI, THAKUR 

Press Trust of India 

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: BJP veteran and
former deputy prime minister
Lal Krishna Advani was dis-
charged from the Apollo Hospi-
tal in Delhi on Thursday even-
ing, people familiar with the
matter said.

The 96-year-old was admit-
ted to the hospital on Wednes-
day, days after being discharged
from the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS) fol-
lowing a night-long stay there.
Advani was discharged from the
Apollo Hospital around 5 pm,
the officials said. They added
that the veteran leader’s condi-
tion remained stable after being
admitted to the hospital on
Wednesday night.

“He (Advani) remains stable
today after being admitted at

the hospital last night. He is cur-
rently under observation of a
team of doctors in the neurol-
ogy department,” an Apollo
Hospital official familiar with
the matter said.

Advani was brought to the
facility around 9pm on Wednes-
day. 

He was accompanied by his
daughter Pratibha Advani.

LK Advani discharged, 
condition stable: Official

LK Advani

DELHI CANTONMENT BOARD
TENDER NOTICE

Delhi Cantonment Board invites tenders from the eligible bidders in appropriate category through e-tendering
for the following works as detailed below:
Date of release of tender through e-procurement : 12.07.2024 at 1700 Hrs
Last date & time for downloading of tender documents : 05.08.2024 upto 1300 Hrs
Last date and time submission of e-tenders : 05.08.2024 upto 1300 Hrs
Date and time for opening of e-tenders : 06.08.2024 at 1330 Hrs

Details of work
S.
No.

Name of work Amount of
Contract

Earnest
Money Deposit

Amount
01. Design, Supply installation testing commissioning of Drip

irrigation system & sprinkling system at Station Road & Maude
Road, Delhi Cantt.

`

5,00,00,000/-
`

5,75,000/-

02. Design, Supply installation testing commissioning of Drip
irrigation system & sprinkling system at Tigris Road, Cavalry
Road, Church Road, General Dsouza Road, Kotwali Road &
Sadar Bazar Road, Delhi Cantt.

`

5,50,00,000/-
`

6,00,000/-

The bidder may download the “Tender Document” and other terms and conditions as applicable including
detailed NIT, terms & conditions, particular specifications, special conditions, signing of Integrity Pact,
adherence to GFR 2017 provisions, applicability of Public Procurement (Preference to Make in India), Order
2017 etc. as provided in the technical bid from web site of http://defproc.gov.in & www.delhi.cantt.gov.in.
Please note that any amendment, clarification, errata to tender documents shall be uploaded on website
http://defproc.gov.in & Cantt Board website www.delhi.cantt.gov.in. All intending bidders are required to
visit aforementioned websites to check for amendments, clarifications, errata etc prior to quoting their rates &
no compensation whatsoever shall be admissible to the bidders for failure to register the same.

Telephone No. 25695450
No. DCB/8/E&M/NIT/2024-25/2 Sd/-
OFFICE OF THE CANTONMENT BOARD Chief Executive Officer
Website: www.delhi.cantt.gov.in Delhi Cantonment Board
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Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Board
Department of Tourism and Civil Aviation

Government of Himachal Pradesh
P57133-001-Sustainable and Inclusive Tourism Development Project in Himachal Pradesh

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
Date : 05.07.2024
OCB Invitation for Bids No. : SITDP-HP_W14/2023-24
Contract Package No. : SITDP-HP_W14
Deadline for Submission of Bid : 08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs.
The Government of India as the “Borrower” has applied for financing from the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) towards the cost of Sustainable and Inclusive Tourism Development Project in Himachal
Pradesh. Part of this financing will be used for payments under the Contract named above. Bidding is
open to Bidders from eligible source countries of the ADB.
1. The Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Board (HPTDB), under Department of Tourism and

Civil Aviation, Government of Himachal Pradesh (“the Employer”), invites sealed bids from eligible
Bidders for the “Development of Ice Skating Rink cum Roller Skating Rink at Sakoh, Dharamshala
(H.P.) (SH:- Civil, WS & SI, EI, Fire Fighting, Fire Alarm system and Surveillance System etc.)”.

2. The details of Contract Package are as follow:-

S.
No.

Name of Work Bid
Security

Period of
completion

1. Development of Ice Skating Rink cum Roller Skating Rink at Sakoh,
Dharamshala (H.P.) (SH:- Civil, WS & SI, EI, Fire Fighting, Fire
Alarm system and Surveillance System etc.)

INR 3.78
million

24 Months

To be qualified under this package, the Bidder should meet the following requirements

Qualifying Criteria Minimum Value (INR)
1. Minimum Average Annual Construction Turnover (AACT) for the last

Five(5) Financial Years [FYs, 2018-19, 2019-20,2020-21, 2021-22,
2022-23]

Equal to or more than
INR 378.00 million

2. Must demonstrate availability of Financial Resources (less its financial obligations for current
contract commitments), meets or exceeds the total requirement for the subject contract, as
detailed below;
Sole Bidder INR 47.00 million

i) For JV: One Partner must meet or exceed its required share of 40% INR 19.00 million
ii) For JV: Each Partner must meet or exceed its required share of 25% INR 12.00 million
iii) The combined financial resources of the Joint Venture must INR 47.00 million
3. Contracts of Similar Size and Nature:

1. Participation as a contractor, Joint Venture partner, or Subcontractor, in at least one contract
that has been satisfactorily and substantially completed* within the last 7 years and that is similar
to the proposed works, where the value of the Bidder’s participation exceeds INR 302.00 million.
2. Participation as a contractor, Joint Venture partner, or Subcontractor, in at least two contract
that has been satisfactorily and substantially completed* within the last 7 years and that is similar
to the proposed works, where the value of the Bidder’s participation exceeds INR189.00 million.

Further details are indicated in the Section 3 – Evaluation and Qualification Criteria of the Bidding
Document.
3. Open Competitive Bidding (OCB) will be conducted in accordance with ADB’s “Single-Stage, Two-

Envelope” bidding procedure and is open to all Bidders from eligible countries of ADB.
4. To obtain further information and inspect the Bidding Documents, bidders should contact:

The Project Director
Sustainable and Inclusive Tourism Development Project in Himachal Pradesh
Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Board (HPTDB)
Department of Tourism and Civil Aviation
First Floor, U.S. Club
Shimla – 171 001, HP, India
Tel: +91-177-2659962, 2659926, Fax: +91-177-2659925
Email: projectdirector.adbhp@gmail.com, Website: www.himachaltourism.gov.in

5. For bid submission:
• Participating bidders should be registered in e-procurement portal www.hptenders.gov.in.
• Cost of Bid document in form of Demand Draft (DD) in favor of Project Director, Sustainable and

Inclusive Tourism Development Project in Himachal Pradesh, payable at Shimla
• Interested and eligible bidders may submit their complete proposal as prescribed in the Bid

Document along with the receipt of requisite Bid Security Amount and non-refundable Bid Document
Cost.

• Bids received without the payment of Bid Document Cost and/or Bid Security Amount shall be
summarily rejected.

• The Employer will not be responsible for any costs or expenses incurred by Bidders in connection
with the preparation or submission of Bids.

• Bids must be submitted online through e-procurement portal on or before the date and time
specified in the Bidding Document. Late bids will not be admitted by the e-procurement system.
The Employer will not be responsible for any delay in submission of bid due to any reason.

• Key dates

S. No. Event Date/Time
1. Online Publication 05.07.2024 at 1800 Hrs
2. Start Date of downloading of Bid document 08.07.2024 at 1800 Hrs
3. Pre-bid Meeting (online/off line) 15.07.2024 at 1500 Hrs
4 Date & time for start of online submission of Bids 03.08.2024 at 1800 Hrs
5. Deadline for online submission of Bids 08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs
6. Deadline for Physical submission of the following original

documents
a) Bid Security (in form of bank guarantee only)

08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs

b) Submission of cost of Bid document (in form of Demand
Draft)

08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs

7. Date of opening of Technical bid 08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs
8. Date of opening of Price bid) (Will be later intimated to all

technically responsive bidders
6. Any addendum, clarification to the bidder’s queries and corrigendum etc. will be published on

the e-proc web site www.hptenders.gov.in and will not be published in Newspapers. If any date
specified herein is a holiday, then the next working day will be considered for the activity and the
time will remain the same.

7. Right to revise or amend this notice and/or the Bid Document, fully or partially, prior to the last date
notified for submission of Bids or on any subsequent date is reserved by the Employer.

8. Pre-Bid meeting with the Bidders will be held at Office of the Project Director (address given below)
at 1500 Hrs. on 15.07.2024. Bidders interested in participating in the bids are advised to attend the
same through online or physically. Bidders are encouraged to visit the site, at their own cost, before
the Pre-Bid meeting/submission of Bid.

Sd/-
The Project Director

Sustainable and Inclusive Tourism Development Project in Himachal Pradesh
Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Board (HPTDB)

Department of Tourism and Civil Aviation
First Floor, U.S. Club

Shimla – 171 001, HP, India
Tel: +91-177-2659962, 2659926, Fax: +91-177-2659925

DPR HP-0143 Email: projectdirector.adbhp@gmail.com, Website: www.himachaltourism.gov.in

PRESS NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER NO: 10/EE/MCD/PWD(R&B)
/2024-25, Dated:-02-07-2024

On behalf of the 'Governor of Tripura' The Executive Engineer, Medical
College Division, PWD(R&B), Agartala, West Tripura invites Item rate
e-tender from the eligible bidders up to 3.00 PM on 31-07-2024 for the
following works:-
DNIeT NO:- CE (Buildings)/PWD/ACE/Project Unit/ DNIeT/15/ 2024-25
For details visit website https://tripuratenders.gov.in and contact at
9436452719 (M) // 7005353321 (M). Any subsequent corrigendum will be
available in the website only.

Executive Engineer
Medical College Division, PWD(R&B)

ICA/C-688/2024-25 Kunjaban, Agartala.

(Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala - 147001)
Corporate Identity Number U40109PB2010SGC033813

Website: www.pspcl.in
Mobile No. 96461-55525

E-Tender Enq. No. 538/P-3/EMPW-12665 Dated: 02.07.24

Dy. Chief Engineer/Headquarter (Procurement Cell-3) GGSSTP, Roopnagar invites
E-Tender ID No. 2024_POWER_123212_1 for Operation, Breakdown/Preventive Mtc.
and Overhauling of Wet Ash Handling Equipments of 4x210 MW units at GGSSTP
Rupnagar.

For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from
dated 03.07.24/05.00 PM onwards.

Note: Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online at https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
RTP-58/24 35302

PUNJAB STATE TRANSMISSION CORPORATION LIMITED
(Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001

Punjab, India)
Corporate Identity Number: U40109PB2010SGC033814

Public Notice
Regarding Re-Opening of Online portal for fee refund of application fees
deposited by candidates against CRA-07/2020 & CRA-09/2021 for the post
ALM & ASSA respectively
Through this public notice it is intimated that subject cited portal was opened
upto 28.10.2021 by PSTCL for fee refund of application fees deposited by
candidates against CRA- 07/2020 and CRA-09/2021 for the post of ALM and
ASSA respectively.
As very less number of candidates had registered for fee refund in said portal.
Hence the same portal is scheduled to re-open for registration for fee refund to
candidates who had applied against CRA-7/2020 and CRA-09/2021 from dated
05.07.2024 to 05.08.2024.
For more information visit PSTCL website www.pstcl.org. Sd/-
Dated: 04.07.2024 Dy. C.E./HR & Admin.
35306 PSTCL, Patiala

HEARING NOTICE
It is hereby informed that Show Cause Notice (hereinafter referred as ‘SCN’) dated February 28,
2024 was issued in the matter of Continental Seeds & Chemicals Limited. The SCN and Hearing
Notices could not be served on the last known address of the below mentioned Noticees
available on record. The details of the SCN and Hearing is provided in the Table below:
S.
No.

Name of Noticee Address of
Noticees

Hearing Date
& Time

SCN
Data
& No.

1. Mohd. Idrees,
proprietor of Tirupati
Enterprises

310, Mehmoodpur Mafi,
Mahmoodpur, Moradabad, Uttar
Pradesh-244301

July 25, 2024,
11.00 a.m.

SEBI/HO/
IVD/ID5/
P/OW/
2024/
dated

February
28, 2024

Godam No. 5, RamRaj Road,
Bazpur, Udham Singh Nagar,
Uttarakhand-262401

2. Momin Jahan,
proprietorof Jahan
Enterprises

310, Mehmoodpur Mafi,
Mahmoodpur, Moradabad, Uttar
Pradesh-244301

July 25, 2024,
11.30 a.m.

Godam No. 5, RamRaj Road,
Bazpur, Udham Singh Nagar,
Uttarakhand-262401

3. Mujaffar Khan,
proprietor of Shiv
Enterprises

310, Mehmoodpur Mafi,
Mahmoodpur, Moradabad, Uttar
Pradesh-244301

July 25, 2024,
12.30 p.m.

Godam No. 5, RamRaj Road,
Bazpur, Udham Singh Nagar,
Uttarakhand-262401

4. Rajesh Pal S/o Dalpat Singh, 372,
Mainather Dist Moradabad, Uttar
Pradesh-244301

July 25, 2024,
2.30 p.m.

5. Heena Khatoon,
proprietor of Heena
Enterprises

Village Mariyampumo-2, Mundiya
Kalan, Udham Singh Nagar,
Uttarakhand-262401

July 25, 2024,
3.00 p.m.

Ratupur, Pakbara, Sambhal, Uttar
Pradesh-244102

The Noticees are hereby advised to collect the SCN from Investigation Department-5, Securities
and Exchange Board of India, SEBI Bhavan II, Plot C-7, ‘G’ Block, Bandra Kurla Complex, Bandra
(East), Mumbai - 400051. Noticees may also download a copy of the SCN from the official
website of SEBI (www.sebi.gov.in) under the section ‘Enforcement >> Unserved Summons/
Notices’ or obtain a copy of the SCN by sending a request to gauravd@sebi.gov.in/gaganw@
sebi.gov.in.
Further, an opportunity of hearing has been granted to the above mentioned Noticees as per
the schedule indicated in the above table. Noticees desirous of availing Hearing opportunity in
person may be present at the following address on the scheduled date and time:

Securities and Exchange Board of India
SEBI Bhavan II, Ilnd Floor, C-7, “G” Block,

Bandra Kurla Complex
Bandra (E), Mumbai - 400051

With regard to hearing through videoconferencing, an invite generated by Webex will be sent to
Noticees desired email address to join the meeting at the scheduled date and time.
In case reply is not received at the abovementioned address/emails, or the Noticee or the
authorised representative fails to appear for hearing, SEBI shall proceed further in the matter
on the basis of material available on record.
Date: June 27, 2022
Place: Mumbai Gagan Wadhwa
CBC 15204/11/0052/2425 (Deputy General Manager)

Name of Project: Tripura Rural Economic Growth and Service Delivery Project (TRESP)
RFB Reference No.: IN-PWD(B)- 403648-CW-RFB-2 Date: 04-07-2024
PNIeT NO: 08/PNIeT/EE/PWD/SBM/DIV/2024-25 dated- 02-07-2024.

The Executive Engineer, Sabroom Division PWD (R & B), Sabroom, South Tripura invites on behalf of the 'Governor
of Tripura', invites online percentage rate e-tender in two bid system from the eligible Central & State public sector
undertaking / enterprise and eligible Contractors/Firms/ Private Ltd. Firm /Agencies of Appropriate Class registered
with PWD/TTAADC/MES/CPWD/ Railway/Govt Organization of other State & Central up to 3.00 P.M. on 07-08-2024
for the following work: -
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Baishnabpur H.S. School under
Rupaichari Block, South District,
Tripura under World Bank Aided

Project namely, TRESP (2nd Call).
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For more details kindly visit: https://tripuratenders.gov.in.
Bid(s) shall be opened through online in e-procurement portal by respective bid openers on behalf of the Executive
Engineer, Sabroom Division, PWD (R & B), Sabroom, South Tripura and the same shall be accessible by intending
bidder through website https://tripuratenders.gov.in. However, intending bidders and other bidder may like to be present
at the bid opening for any enquiry. Please contact by e-mail to eepwdsbm2015@gmail.com

For and on behalf of the Governor of Tripura.
Executive Engineer

ICA/C-691/2024-25 Sabroom Division, PWD (R&B), Sabroom, South Tripura

Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
4th - 7th Floor, Tower - F, World Trade Centre

Nauroji Nagar, New Delhi - 110029

OPEN HOUSE DISCUSSION

Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) shall hold an Open House Discussion
(OHD) through video conference on the following subject at the date and time given
below:

Subject Date Time Venue
Consultation Paper

on ‘Auction of
Frequency
Spectrum

in 37-37.5 GHz,
37.5-40 GHz, and

42.5-43.5 GHz bands
Identified for IMT’

10.07.2024
(Wednesday)

Sign in:
10.30 AM

Conference:
11.00 Noon

OHD will be held through
video conferencing

https://www.airmeet.com/e/
32c53fe0-376f-11ef-a443-

69343cdd6fd5

Interested stakeholders/industry representatives are invited to participate in the Open
House Discussion. The stakeholders/industry representatives willing to participate in
the OHD may register themselves on TRAI’s website on the OHD notification page at
URL www.trai.gov.in/events.

The Consultation Paper on the subject is available at the URL https://trai.gov.in/sites/
default/files/CP_04042024.pdf

For any clarification, Shri Akhilesh Kumar Trivedi, Advisor (Network, Spectrum and
Licensing), TRAI may be contacted at Tel. No. +91-11-20907758, email: advmn@trai.
gov.in.

CBC 06202/12/0012/2425

Government Of Maharashtra
Public Works Department

Executive Engineer, Public Work Division, Degloor
Dist. Nanded

E-TENDER NOTICE NO (04) 2024-2025

Online Tender (E-Tender) in B-2 From for the in Nanded
District Total (01) Works are invited by the Executive Engineer,
Public Work Division Degloor, Dist. Nanded (Phone No 02463-
255111) on Government of Maharashtra Electronic Tender
Management System https://mahatenders.gov.in/nicgep/app
From the registered Contractors in appropriate class of Public
Works Department of Maharashtra State The details can
be viewed and downloaded online directly
from the Government of Maharashtra e-tender portal
https://mahatenders.gov.in/nicgep/app on sub portal
https://pwdmaharashtra.etenders.in as under.
Note :-
1. Details of the tender documents are available on
e-tendering https://mahatenders.gov.in/nicgep/app and

2. lf there are changes in the tender notice, then the
information will be display on the website

3. Executive Engineer, Public Work Division Degloor, Dist.
Nanded has reserved the right to accept or reject tenders.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

Public Work Division Degloor
DGIPR/2024-25/ROC 608 Dist. Nanded

“Krupanidhi”, 9 Walchand Hirachand Marg, Ballard Estate,
Mumbai - 400001Tel : 022-22620624

The last date for submission of online sale, downloading, bid preparation and
submission of bid is extended upto 12.07.2024 upto 3.00 pm. The detailed schedule
is available on the Govt. of Maharashtra e-tender website http://mssidc.maharashtra.
etenders.in.MSSIDC Ltd. reserves the right to accept/reject any or all tenders
without assigning any reason. Authorized signatoryDate : 05.07.2024, Place : Mumbai

E tEndEr for rEnting out Marhati Maharashtra EMporiuM,
nEw dElhi E-tEndEr id 2024_Mssid_1041023_1 (1st ExtEnsion)

Maharashtra sMall sCalE industriEs
dEVElopMEnt Corporation liMitEd(A Govt. of Maharashtra

Undertaking)

hindustantimes htTweets www.hindustantimes.com

A
Catch the latest column of

A quiz on the week’s
development.

Have
fun
with
facts on
Sundays

hindustantimes htTweets www.hindustantimes.com

HAVE
FUN

WITH FACTSON SUNDAYS

A
Catch the latest column of

A quiz on the week’s development.

18
NEW DELHI

FRIDAY
JULY 05, 2024



lA
Philippines says its 
forces will retaliate 
if attacked again 
MANILA:  Philippine 
forces will defend 
themselves with “the 
same level of force” if 
they come under 
assault again from 
China’s coast guard in 
the disputed South 
China Sea, where 
Chinese personnel 
armed with machetes 
and spears injured 
Filipino navy personnel 
and damaged two of 
their boats in a chaotic 
face-off last month, the 
Philippine military chi-
ef said on Thursday. AP

26,000 evacuate 
as California 
wildfire spreads
CALIFORNIA:  Firefi-
ghters lined roads to 
keep flames from 
reaching homes as 
helicopters dropped 
water on a growing 
wildfire on Wednesday 
in Northern California 
that has forced at least 
26,000 people to eva-
cuate. The Thompson 
fire broke out on 
Tuesday about 110km 
north of Sacramento, 
near the city of Oroville 
in Butte County. AP

Oz spy agency 
moves intel 
data to cloud 
SYDNEY:  Australia will 
move its top secret 
intelligence data to the 
cloud under a A$2 
billion deal with 
Amazon Web Services 
that defence minister 
Richard Marles said 
would boost defence 
force interoperability 
with the United States 
government. REUTERS

JERUSALEM:  Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu
announced on Thursday he has
agreed to send a delegation for
talks on securing the release of
hostages seized in the October 7
attacks.

In a statement after tele-
phone talks with US President
Joe Biden, Netanyahu’s office
said: “The prime minister
updated President Biden about
his decision to send a delegation
that would continue negotia-
tions for freeing the hostages.”

There was no indication
where the delegation would go
or when it would leave.

Netanyahu called a meeting
of his security cabinet for late
Thursday to discuss proposals
sent by Hamas through Qatari
mediators to end the Gaza con-
flict, media reports said.

Hamas has demanded an end
to fighting and an Israeli with-
drawal as a prelude to any hos-
tage deal.

Prior efforts to end the nearly

nine-month conflict were medi-
ated by Egypt and Qatar, with
talks held in both locations.

Meanwhile, the Lebanese
Hezbollah group said it
launched over 200 rockets on
Thursday at several military
bases in Israel in retaliation for
a strike that killed one of its sen-
ior commanders. AGENCIES

Prashant Jha

letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON:  President Joe
Biden continued to resist calls
to make way for a younger
Democratic candidate, even as
two new polls showed Biden
losing voters and more voices,
both from within his party and
liberal civil society, asked the
81-year-old incumbent to end
his campaign after his debate
performance last week. 

In response to the increasing
speculation about his candi-
dacy, Biden joined a call with
his campaign staff, reached out
to Congressional leadership and
met with Democratic governors
on Wednesday, a day before
America closed down for a long
holiday weekend. 

Although while reports have
suggested he is aware that the
viability of his candidacy is
under strain, Biden told his
campaign staff, “Let me say this
as clearly as I possibly can and
as simply and straightforward
as I can: I am running. I am the
nominee of the Democratic
Party. No one is pushing me out.
I am not leaving.”

US president trailing in 

two opinion polls 

Biden’s refusal to relent came
on a day when a New York
Times-Siena poll, conducted
after the debate, showed 49% of
likely voters supporting the pre-
sumptive Republican nominee,
former President Donald
Trump, while only 43% backed
Biden, the largest lead Trump
has enjoyed in the poll. An over-
whelming 74% found Biden too
old for the job. 

A Wall Street Journal poll
found 48% of voters backing
Trump and 42% backing Biden,
with 80% of voters saying Biden
was too old to run. Trump also
enjoys a comfortable lead over
Biden in key swing states that
will determine the outcome. 

The polls confirm what an
increasing number of Demo-

crats have felt since last Thurs-
day’s debate, when Biden’s age-
related vulnerabilities, includ-
ing the inability to complete
thoughts, construct sentences,
defend his record, or attack his
opponent, were apparent. 

In private, fearful of a second
Trump administration, con-
vinced that Biden can no longer
beat him, and terrified that
Biden’s unpopularity will drag
down all other Democrats on
the ballot in Congressional and
state races this year, party lead-
ers have begun pushing the
party to think of an alternative
to Biden. 

A Democratic state office
bearer from a swing state told
HT, “If Biden is our candidate,
this election is over. There is no
coming back from that debate.
It has confirmed the worst fears
of voters about his health. We
may not win with a new candi-
date, but we definitely won’t
win with Biden as the candi-
date.” 

There is also a view within
the party that the crisis can be

turned into opportunity. A new
and younger panel of candi-
dates can bring energy to the
campaign and base, get rid of
Biden’s baggage with younger
progressives and minorities on
issues such as the war in Gaza,
and force Trump to change his
current narrative that relies on
attacking Biden’s age and
record. 

In public too, increasingly,
Democratic representatives
have categorically begun asking
Biden to either quit or reassure
American citizens about his
health even though the senior
most governors and party lead-
ers have rallied behind the Pres-
ident. 

Biden’s campaign has strug-
gled to respond to the criticism.
In the hours after the debate,
they framed it as “one bad
night” that cannot offset three
and a half years of his record.
The day after the debate, Biden
acknowledged that he wasn’t
young anymore and he couldn’t
speak and walk as well, but con-
trasted what he framed as his

truthfulness with Trump’s lies.
This week, Biden blamed the

performance on fatigue. But
news reports have also sug-
gested that Biden’s performance
wasn’t an aberration and there
have been many moments in
recent months where he has
been incoherent. His staff has
put in several measures to pro-
tect him from public exposure,
and other world leaders have
been startled at his decline. 

The challenge for Democrats
is that never before has a candi-
date dropped out of the race this
late in the electoral process. To
start afresh, Biden will have to
announce he was quitting and
free up his delegates who will
congregate at the party conven-
tion in mid-August in Chicago
to pick a new candidate. 

Strikingly, in perhaps the
closest analogy to the current
moment, it was in Chicago in
1968 when Democrats picked a
candidate in turbulent circum-
stances at a convention after the
incumbent, President Lyndon
Johnson, chose not to contest

and the party faced the wrath of
young voters who were then
protesting against the Vietnam
war. 

If Biden quits, Harris top 

contender to replace him

If Biden does choose to quit, as
the vice-president, Kamala Har-
ris — the first woman, the first
Black, and the first person of
Indian-origin to hold the office
— will be a top contender to
replace him. Harris has stoutly
defended Biden in recent days,
including on Wednesday when
she told the campaign staff that
she was “all in” and will follow
the President’s lead. 

She also will have access to
the campaign’s funds, and her
presence has the potential to
energise people of colour as
well as younger liberals. But
many Democrats are concerned
about her winnability. For most
part, Harris’s favourability rat-
ings have been lower than that
of Biden though after the
debate, she polled better than
the president in a direct face-off

with Trump. 
There are also questions on

whether she can draw in White
voters in swing states. And
given that Harris was in charge
of border and immigration
issues — which is Trump’s key
campaign critique of the Biden
administration — the Republi-
cans will have a clear line of
attack against her. The fact that
no woman has ever become
president, and Trump defeated
Hillary Clinton in 2016, also
remains embedded in the minds
of Democratic operatives.

Washington DC is abuzz with
speculation about other con-
tenders. Among those who may
seek the nomination are Califor-
nia governor Gavin Newsom
(who is seen as a charismatic
leader with the ability to raise
funds in quick time), Michigan
governor Gretchen Whitmer
(under whom Democrats won
the governor, state Senate and
state House race in the crucial
swing state), Maryland gover-
nor Wes Moore (a Rhodes
scholar, a combat veteran and
only the third Black governor in
US history), and Illinois gover-
nor JB Pritzker (who belongs to
one of America’s wealthiest
business families and will have
a fundraising advantage). 

But all of this will eventually
boil down to Biden and his wife,
First Lady Jill Biden, both of
whom have expressed their
determination to continue in
the fight. Over the next few
days, whether Biden, his family
and advisers prevail, or whether
the mood among the Demo-
cratic rank and file and voters in
general prevails, will determine
the contours of the 2024 race.

Amid growing calls to quit, Biden 
says he will stay in the prez fight
In public, Democratic 
representatives have 
categorically begun 
asking Biden to either 
quit or reassure 
American citizens 
about his health

President Joe Biden presents the Medal of Honour to Theresa Chandler, the great great granddaughter of Pvt. George D Wilson in the 
East Room at the White House in Washington, on Wednesday. The medals posthumously honour two US Army privates who were part of a 
daring Union Army contingent that stole a Confederate train during the Civil War. US Army Pvts. Philip G Shadrach and George D Wilson 
were captured by Confederates and executed by hanging. At left is Gerald Taylor, the great great nephew of Pvt. Philip G Shadrach. AP

Agence France-Presse
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PARIS:  The French far right
National Rally (RN) is still capa-
ble of winning an absolute
majority in parliament, three-
time presidential candidate
Marine Le Pen said on Thurs-
day, despite denouncing elect-
oral pacts between the centre
and the left aimed at thwarting
its rise to power.

With just days left until the
second round of the most criti-
cal legislative elections in
France’s recent history, a poll
projected that the RN would fall
short of an absolute majority
despite its success in the June
30 first round.

The outcome of the election
will see if postwar France elects
its first far-right government or
enters into an era of potentially
paralysing coalition politics. 

The centrist forces of Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron and a
broad-left wing coalition have
withdrawn over 200 candidates
from the run-off on Sunday in a
joint effort to ensure the far
right is defeated.

“I think there is still the
capacity to have an absolute
majority with the electorate
turning out in a final effort to
get what they want,” Le Pen told
BFMTV in an interview.

“I say turn out to vote as it’s a
really important moment to get
a change in politics in all the
areas that are making you suffer
right now,” she said.

If the RN wins an absolute
majority of 289 seats in the 577-
member National Assembly, it
will be able to form a govern-
ment with Le Pen’s 28-year-old
protege Jordan Bardella as
prime minister.

But she acknowledged that
the “operation” by Macron’s
centrists and the New Popular
Front (NFP) coalition to with-
draw candidates “had the aim of
preventing the RN from having
an absolute majority.”

The moves have sparked
speculation a possible right-
centre-left coalition could
emerge after the election to pre-
vent the RN taking power. 

{ FRANCE } LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS

Absolute majority 
still possible, says 
far-right leader

Marine Le Pen AFP

Agence France-Presse
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WASHINGTON/SYDNEY:  US offi-
cials on Wednesday reported
the country’s fourth human
case of bird flu linked to the cur-
rent outbreak of the virus in
dairy cattle.

As with previous cases, the
person worked on a farm and
was exposed to infected cows,
the US Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) said
in a statement, adding that the
risk to the general population
remained “low”.

The infection occurred in
Colorado and the affected per-
son only had eye symptoms,
was given antiviral medication,
and has since recovered, it said.

A first US infection in the
southern state of Texas was
announced on April 1. Two

other cases were subsequently
reported in Michigan. 

Numerous herds of cows are
infected across several Ameri-
can states, an epidemic which
was first detected in March. 

Bird flu curbs McDonald’s 

breakfast in Australia

McDonald’s fast-food outlets in
Australia have cut breakfast
service hours as bird flu out-
breaks around the country hit
egg supplies.

Australian authorities say H7
avian influenza has emerged at
nearly a dozen poultry farms
across Victoria, New South
Wales and the Australian Capi-
tal Territory. Scientists say the
bird flu strain is genetically
related to viruses detected in
Australia’s wild bird population
and is not the H5 strain spread-
ing elsewhere in the world.

Fourth human case of 
bird flu reported in US

P
I’m in this race to 
the end and we’re 
going to win 
because when 
Democrats unite, 
we will always win. 
Just as we beat 
Donald Trump in 
2020, we’re going 
to beat him again 
in 2024.
JOE BIDEN,  US president

Britons vote to elect new government
Labour Party leader Keir 
Starmer and wife Victoria 
arrive (left) at a polling station 
to cast their vote in London, on 
Thursday; Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak and his wife 
Akshata Murty (left below) 
leave a polling station after 
voting near Richmond, North 
Yorkshire, England; Scottish 
First Minister and SNP leader 
John Swinney (right below),  
followed by his son Matthew, 
leaves after casting his vote in  
polling station at Burreltown 
Village Hall in Blairgowrie, 
Scotland and people arrive to 
vote in a temporary polling 
station at Wimbledon Village, 
London on Thursday.

Britain voted in a general
election that polls predict will 
hand the opposition Labour 
party a landslide win and end 
nearly a decade-and-a-half of 
Conservative rule. AP

KYIV:  Ukraine said on Thursday
its forces had withdrawn from a
district in the key eastern town
of Chasiv Yar, where Russian
forces have recently claimed
several advances. The fall of the
small hilltop town is a worrying
prospect for Ukraine because it
would likely accelerate Russian
advances towards large civilian
hubs in the wider eastern Don-
etsk region.

“It became impractical to
hold the Kanal district, which
the enemy had entered, because
it threatened the lives and well-
being of our soldiers,” a Ukrain-
ian military spokesman said on
state-run television. 

“Our defenders’ positions had
been destroyed. The command
decided to retreat to better pro-
tected and prepared positions,”
Nazar Voloshyn added.

Russia had said this week that
its forces had advanced around 
Chasiv Yar but it was unclear if it
was claiming its forces had cro-
ssed a canal which runs through
the eastern part of the town. AFP

Israel to send delegation 
to negotiate hostage 
release deal: Netanyahu

Fire billows after rockets 
launched from Lebanon hit 
areas in the Upper Galilee in 
north Israel on Thursday. AFP

UKRAINE’S FORCES 
‘RETREAT’ FROM 
A DISTRICT IN 
STRATEGIC TOWN

WASHINGTON:  To save the
imperiled spotted owl from
potential extinction, US wildlife
officials are embracing a con-
tentious plan to deploy trained
shooters into dense West Coast
forests to kill almost a half-mil-
lion barred owls that are crowd-
ing out their cousins.

The US Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice strategy released on
Wednesday is meant to prop up
declining spotted owl popula-
tions in Oregon, Washington
state and California. 

Documents released by the
agency show up to about
450,000 barred owls would be
shot over three decades after
the birds from the eastern US
encroached into the West Coast
territory of two owls: northern
spotted owls and California
spotted owls. The smaller spot-
ted owls have been unable to
compete with the invaders,
which have large broods and
need less room to survive than
spotted owls.

Past efforts to save spotted

owls focused on protecting the 
forests where they live, sparking
bitter fights over logging but also
helping slow the birds’ decline. 
The proliferation of barred owls
in recent years is undermining 
that earlier work, officials said. 
“Without actively managing 
barred owls, northern spotted 
owls will likely go extinct in all or
the majority of their range, 
despite decades of collaborative 
conservation efforts,” said Fish 
and Wildlife Service Oregon state
supervisor Kessina Lee.  AP

{ WILDLIFE }

To save its spotted owls, US to shoot 
down thousands of another species
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his case. “I swam a lot this time
but my planning and periodisa-
tion weren’t great. My shoulder
wasn’t feeling good either and I
couldn’t cope with the intense
workouts.”

In April this year, World
Aquatics modified the criteria
for Universality places. It stipu-
lated that athletes can only
compete in up to two Olympics
and shouldn’t be older than 30
years as of December 2024.
Sajan already has two Olympic
appearances on his CV and will
turn 31 this September. “It was
almost as if the rules were
changed for me,” he joked.

“I knew I wouldn’t be eligible
for Universality and making an
‘A’ cut was the only option. The
qualifying times were a lot
faster this time which didn’t
make it any easier. There was
barely any difference this time
between ‘A’ and ‘B’ timings. I
was hoping to go below 1:56, but
I was stuck at 1:59.” 

The ‘A’ mark for men’s 200m
butterfly was 1:55.78. For Paris,
the average gap between ‘A’ and
‘B’ marks or OQT and Olympic
Consideration Timing (OCT) is
just 0.5%, as opposed to 3%, for
Tokyo. 

Virdhawal Khade, a 2010

Asian Games medallist, who’s
now transitioned to coaching
wondered how things had come
to such a pass. “After two ‘A’
timings for Tokyo, I was pretty
certain we’d double the number
this time. Being down to zero is
puzzling.” 

Srihari called it “disappoint-
ing” to not make direct qualifi-
cation. “I’ve been training really
well this past season. I had a few
shots at it and I kept getting bet-
ter each time I swam the race,
but it just wasn’t enough.” Sri-
hari clocked 54.68 (100m back-
stroke) to win the Mare Nos-
trum meet in May. The Paris ‘A’

Srihari Nataraj had made the A cut for Tokyo Olympics and will be in Paris on universality quota. GETTY
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HERZOGENAURACH: Host nation
Germany face Spain in Friday’s
Euro 2024 quarter-final in Stutt-
gart riding a wave of belief not
seen in the proud football nation
for almost a decade. After a
series of poor performances at
major tournaments, the most
decorated nation in European
football history are again confi-
dent of a deep run. 

Germany veteran and 2014
World Cup winner Toni Kroos
said Wednesday “the goal is to
win the tournament. We want to
go a lot further and in the dress-
ing room we are very convinced
we will achieve that.”

The bold stance is a far cry
from nine months ago, when
Hansi Flick became the first
coach sacked in Germany’s his-
tory after a 4-1 demolition by
Japan in Wolfsburg. His replace-
ment Julian Nagelsmann only
won one of his first four games
in charge, but in March laid the
groundwork for a successful
Euro run. 

Nagelsmann made 11 changes
to the squad, bringing in players
from eventual Bundesliga cham-
pions Bayer Leverkusen and sur-
prise runners-up Stuttgart, while
axing several big names. 

But Nagelsmann’s most cru-
cial step was bringing back
Kroos, who had stepped down
from international football in
2021. The midfielder has excelled
in what will be his final tourna-
ment before retiring from foot-
ball completely. 

The clash between the tourna-
ment’s two most impressive
teams — and the only sides to
have won three Euros titles —
would be a marquee matchup
for the final in Berlin. 

But with other pre-tourna-
ment favourites like France,
England and Portugal stuttering,
whoever emerges victorious on
Friday will be favoured to go all
the way to the German capital. 

ESP      GERvs

HEAD-TO-HEAD

Q U A R T E R - F I N A L  1

MATCHES 
PLAYED

26

GER 
WON

DRAWN

ESP 
WON

8

9

9

W W WD W

GERMANY

FORM GUIDE

KEY PLAYERS
NICO WILLIAMS 

(SPAIN)

Nico Williams has been 
one of the best players 
to watch at Euro 2024, 

and he could be a 
difference maker when 

Spain face hosts 
Germany on Friday 

evening. His battle with 
Joshua Kimmich, who 
has struggled against 

tricky wingers of 
late, will be a very 

tasty one.

TONI KROOS 
(GERMANY)

Toni Kroos has played a 
key role in lifting the 
pre-tournament gloom 
surrounding the German 
team and turning it into 
optimism. It would be a 
fitting send-off for a 
player who has already 
signed off on a 
glittering club career by 
winning the Champions 
League with Real 
Madrid.

"Germany are a fantastic team, they have 
some of the best players in the world and 
they are very organised and disciplined. 
But they will come up against a team very 

similar to themselves: very 
dedicated, very well organised, 
hard to beat and hungry for 
success."

— LUIS DE LA FUENTE, 
Spain coach

"There's always room to grow. I was very 
happy with the first 20 minutes against 
Denmark, but we have to make sure we 
don't try to force it, stay patient 
and keep the ball. If we can 
keep doing what we did in 
those first 20 minutes, it will 
be tough to beat us."

— JULIAN NAGELSMANN, 
Germany coach

LAST MEETING (2022 WORLD CUP)
SPAIN 

(Alvaro Morata 62’)
GERMANY 
(Niclas Fullkrug 83’)1-1

WHERE: STUTTGART      WHEN:  9:30 PM 

W W WW W

SPAIN

With four wins in four, Spain
are the only side to have tasted
victory in each of their matches
at Euro 2024 and have scored
nine goals while conceding just
one. Germany have won three
and drawn one but have faced
challenges along the way. 

A player with an unblemished
record of success, six-time
Champions League winner
Kroos believes the will to
win comes “only through
experience. You can have a
winning mentality or
belief, you can live it, but
it’s hard to convey it in
conversations. You have
to go through experien-
ces and that’s how your
belief grows.”

Kroos pointed to the
“difficult situations” which
have honed Germany’s tenacity.
“Against Hungary we had diffi-
cult moments, against Switzer-
land we were behind. Versus
Denmark things did not go so
smoothly,” Kroos said, explain-
ing “something like that helps
you get through tough phases,
stay calm and believe in yourself.
We now have a different belief.
We are now winning games or at
least not losing games that we
were clearly losing in the past.”

Kroos will do battle against
Spain, the country he has lived in
for the past decade. He said his
knowledge of the Spanish play-
ers from his time at Real was no
clear advantage, saying “they’re
all pretty well known. “I don’t
think we’re expecting any big
surprises.”

The 34-year-old felt underap-
preciated in Germany, which
motivated his decision to leave
Bayern for Madrid in 2014. 

Bayern powerbroker Uli Hoe-
ness was particularly critical of
Kroos, calling him “sideways
pass Toni” and saying in 2021
“Toni Kroos has no place in
modern football anymore”.

Hoeness, the man who built
Bayern into a global power-
house, clearly understands foot-
ball, which made the criticism
even more bizarre. 

Asked on Wednesday if the
Spanish were quicker to see his
value faster than the Germans,
the midfielder said cooly “I’ll say
it like this, some of them under-
stand quickly, and some others
need a bit more time.”

“But eventually, they all
understand.”

Euros big boys ready for showdown
The clash between 
the tournament’s two 
most impressive 
teams will be the  
marquee matchup for 
the final in Berlin 

WHERE: HAMBURG      WHEN:  12.30AM (SATURDAY) 

POR      FRAvs

HEAD-TO-HEAD

Q U A R T E R - F I N A L  2

FRA 
WON

POR 
WON

D* W WL W

PORTUGAL

FORM GUIDE

KEY PLAYERS

The Man City star sealed 
Portugal's progression tio 

the quarters with the 
third spot kick in 

the shootout against 
Slovenia. Silva and Bruno 

Fernandes have been 
the driving force 

behind Portugal's 
relentless attacks 
but have been let 

down by poor 
finishing.

Frustration in front 
of goal has been 
the main theme of 
France. If they are 
to get their hands 
on the trophy again, 
their masked man 
will need to start 
firing, starting 
against Portugal, 
whose own main 
man has also been 
misfiring in attack.

France are very strong but might leave 
space behind the lines. They can cause 
problems, but hopefully we will create 

more chances. The tournament 
now has different details, because 
you can win on penalties and you 
can create moments of individual 

quality."
— ROBERTO MARTÍNEZ, 

Portugal coach

"We've got the quality and talent, but 
there are a lot of teams that have that. At 
the highest level, there's a need to be 
solid and work hard together. 
There's a common denomina-
tor between all these matches: 
the athletic intensity being at 
the very highest level."

— DIDIER DESCHAMPS, 
France coach

LAST MEETING ( EURO 2021 )
PORTUGAL (Cristiano 

Ronaldo 31’ pen, 60’ pen) 2-2

MATCHES 
PLAYED

28
19

3

6

W D WD D

FRANCE

Drawn

FRANCE (Karim 
Benzema 45’ pen, 47’)

*won on penalties

BERNARDO SILVA 
(PORTUGAL)

KYLIAN MBAPPE
(FRANCE)
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HAMBURG: Kylian Mbappe leads
France into Friday’s Euro 2024 
quarter-final against Portugal 
having yet to find his best form at
the tournament after months of 
speculation about his club future
and then the broken nose which 
overshadowed his team’s opening
game.

The 25-year-old will again
sport a protective face mask on 
Friday in Hamburg, a necessity 
following the injury he suffered in
the 1-0 win against Austria on 
June 17.

Mbappe admitted prior to
Monday’s last-16 victory against 
Belgium that he hates having to 
wear the mask and that it makes 
him feel like he is watching the 
tournament with virtual reality 
goggles on, rather than being an 

active participant. Yet he is the 
leader of a France team that has 
reached the quarter-finals despite
scoring only three goals in four 
matches, one his penalty in a 1-1 
draw with Poland and the other 
two coming from own goals. He 
and his team have had chances, 
but have not been taking them.

France have an Expected Goals
(XG; a metric used to measure the
quality of a chance created) of 
almost seven, bettered only by 
Spain, Portugal and Germany.

Mbappe’s own XG is 2.54, with
only Cristiano Ronaldo and Ger-
many’s Kai Havertz having a 
higher number.

It is a source of frustration for
Mbappe that he has lit up the last
two World Cups but has not 
enjoyed the same success at the 
Euros. He starred as France 
became world champions in Rus-
sia in 2018 and again in Qatar in 

2022, when he netted a hat-trick 
in their final defeat against Argen-
tina. The new Real Madrid sign-
ing has 12 World Cup goals, but 
his penalty against Poland is his 
only goal in seven appearances at
the Euros.

Three years ago he failed to
find the net before missing the 
crucial penalty in the shoot-out 
defeat by Switzerland in the last 
16. “My Euros didn’t start like I 
wanted but I am here to help the 

team and I really want to have 
success with this team,” Mbappe 
said just before the 1-0 victory 
against Belgium. “The Euros is the
only thing I have not won with the
national team so I really want to 
win it.”

France assistant coach Guy Ste-
phan said on Wednesday that 
Mbappe had been “traumatised” 
by the collision with Austria’s 
Kevin Danso which left him with
the broken nose.

The fact that his final season at
Paris Saint-Germain was often 
difficult may not have helped 
either. He scored 44 goals, but 
Mbappe was also frozen out of the
squad at the start of the campaign
after telling the club he did not 
plan to extend his contract 
beyond this year.

His playing time was again
reduced in the final three months
of the season, once he had con-

firmed to PSG that he would be 
leaving. Sources recently told AFP
that Mbappe is still trying to get 
PSG to pay significant sums of 
money owed to him in wages.

Yet France will hope Mbappe
finds extra motivation against 
Portugal as he comes up against 
his boyhood hero.

The recent completion of
Mbappe’s move to Madrid put an
end to years of speculation about
when he would sign for the Span-
ish giants, and his long-held 
desire to one day join them was in
part down to Ronaldo.

He idolised Ronaldo growing
up, and decorated his bedroom 
with posters of the Portuguese 
superstar. Real attempted to sign
Mbappe for the first time in 
December 2012, when he was 
approaching his 14th birthday.

He was invited to Madrid for a
week, taken to a game and to the 

club’s Valdebebas training ground
where he met Zinedine Zidane 
and Ronaldo.

There is a famous picture of
Ronaldo with his arm around the
youngster, who only comes up to
his hero’s shoulder.

“He is a hero from my child-
hood and it was amazing to meet
him when I visited Valdebebas,” 
he once told Spanish sports daily 
Marca.

Now Mbappe is about to
become the star in Madrid, where
five-time Ballon d’Or winner 
Ronaldo was the main man for 
almost a decade. But first he 
knows that in order to keep alive 
his own dream of winning the 
European Championship with 
France he will need to knock out 
Portugal, and in the process 
potentially bring an end to 
Ronaldo’s remarkable interna-
tional career.

Agence France-Presse

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: Novak Djokovic came
through a testing Wimbledon
workout to stay on course for a
record-equalling eighth men’s
title on Thursday as Andy Mur-
ray prepared to launch his emo-
tional farewell.

Jessica Pegula became the
highest-ranked player to exit the
tournament so far, dumped out
by China’s Wang Xinyu in the
second round.

Seven-time champion Djok-
ovic did not have it all his own
way against British wild card
Jacob Fearnley but came
through 6-3, 6-4, 5-7, 7-5 in a sec-
ond-round match lasting three
hours.

It appeared to be business as
usual for the Serbian as he
coasted into a two-set lead on
Centre Court but the 277th-
ranked Fearnley broke his illus-
trious opponent twice in the
third set to reduce the deficit.

Fearnley, playing in his first
Grand Slam, carved out two
break points in the sixth game of
the fourth set but missed his
chance and Djokovic broke in
the 11th game before serving out
for the win. “I didn’t have a
chance to see him play,” said
Djokovic, 37. “Actually two days
ago, I saw him for the first time.

Obviously there’s always an ele-
ment of surprise and with him
having nothing to lose. Most of
the British players grow up being
exposed to grass courts, quick
surfaces, so they know exactly
how to play. It’s a very windy
day, very challenging conditions
and I thought he served very
well.”

Djokovic, who is playing with
protection after a recent knee
operation, is seeking to equal
Roger Federer’s record of eight
Wimbledon men’s titles and is
aiming for a record 25th Grand
Slam title.

Fifth-ranked Pegula went
down 6-4, 6-7 (7/9), 6-1 to China’s
Wang Xinyu, who celebrated her
first win against a top-10 player.

The American battled back
after losing the first set, saving a
match point in the second-set
tie-break, before levelling the
match.

But China’s 42nd-ranked
Wang raced into a 5-0 lead in the
decider.

Wang, 22, said: “Couple of
days ago I was asking my coach,
‘When will this happen?’

“Jessica was really tough to
play on grass. Her ball was super
low and I’m just really happy I
won in the end.”

Wang will face Britain’s Har-
riet Dart, who defeated Notting-
ham champion Katie Boulter, for
a spot in the last 16.

Susan Ninan

susan.ninan@hindustantimes.com 

BENGALURU: Three years ago
around this time, Sajan Prakash
was riding a wave. He had made
history by becoming the first
Indian swimmer to achieve the
Olympic Qualifying Time (‘A’
cut) and was headed to Tokyo.
Another Olympics is round the
corner, but Sajan features
nowhere in the pre-Games land-
scape. He’s checked himself in
at an ayurvedic facility in Tho-
dupuzha, Kerala, to tend to his
sore muscles from stubborn
injuries. Sajan couldn’t qualify
for the Paris Olympics.

No Indian swimmer made the
‘A’ or ‘B’ qualifying mark this
time. It left India to fall back on
Universality Places – which are
handed to underrepresented
National Olympic Committees.
Through it, one male and
female swimmer — Srihari
Nataraj (100m backstroke), who
also made the ‘A’ cut last time,
and Dhinidhi Desinghu (200m
freestyle) will represent India at
the Paris Olympics in a couple
of weeks’ time. To go from his-
tory-making direct qualification
to universality quotas, isn’t a
great look for Indian swimming.
If anything, it’s a step back.

“It’s definitely disappointing,”
Sajan told HT, “We had a break-
through last time with both
Hari and I making the ‘A’ cut.”
Sajan has no delusions about
what may have gone wrong in

cut was set at 53.74 and he
holds the national record at
53.77. 

Dronacharya awardee Nihar
Ameen who coaches both Sri-
hari and 14-year-old Dhinidhi
believes all is not lost but there’s
still work to be done. “For Sri-
hari, we did everything we pos-
sibly could, but it just didn’t
happen. Maybe he needs to drop
a bit of weight to get faster. All
said, an ‘A’ mark is mighty
tough and it’s not easy for an
athlete to deliver across two
Olympic cycles. We were kind of
between a rock and a hard place
for the Universality and the ‘B’
and ‘A’ cut.”

But he’s home and dry now
headed to Paris and all is not yet
lost. What we don’t have is
depth in Indian swimming. So,
it’s just down to a couple of
them to crack the ‘A timing.”

Indian swim coaches concur
that the lack of numbers com-
ing through is partly due to
early burnout. “We have a high
burnout and dropout rate
before 17,” Ameen pointed out.
“If a coach can’t deliver in the
first national meet with a 13-14-
year-old kid, parents often pull
them out of the program and
take them elsewhere. So,
coaches are obliged to train kids
in a way that they peak early
which ends up in early burnout
and injuries. The key is to raise
the level of coaches with a
robust coaches’ education pro-
gram. It could take a while.” 

From record ‘A’ cuts to universality spots Djokovic survives 
test versus rookie

KICKING AROUND

STONES HOPES 
BELLINGHAM PLAYS 
BLANKENHAIN: John Stones 
said he hopes Jude Bellingham 
will be available for England’s 
match with Switzerland as the 
Madrid star awaits a verdict 
on his controversial goal 
celebration. UEFA could ban 
Bellingham after he was 
filmed mimicking a crotch 
grab while apparently looking 
towards Slovakia’s bench after 
his last-gasp equaliser. “He’s 
done it all season, come up 
with some massive goals for 
Madrid and he has done here 
as well,” Stones said. “I hope 
he’s there.”

BLIND WARNS OF 
TURKEY THREAT
WOLFSBURG: Netherlands 
defender Daley Blind warned 
his teammates they must be 
on guard against Turkey with 
huge support. An estimated 
three million Turkish people 
live in Germany and their fans 
have flocked to their matches, 
creating fierce and raucous 
atmospheres. “It will be an 
away match I think, the Turks 
will be there en masse,” Blind 
said. “They are passionate, it 
will be an emotional match. 
We have to be on guard, we 
will have to be well prepared,” 
he added. 

THREE YEARS AGO 
HE FAILED TO FIND 
THE NET BEFORE 
MISSING THE 
CRUCIAL PENALTY 
IN THE SHOOT-OUT 
IN LAST-16 DEFEAT 
BY SWITZERLAND

Will Mbappe finally fire for France against Portugal?
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NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi expressed confidence
that India’s Olympic-bound con-
tingent will make the country 
proud and live up to the aspira-
tions of 140 crore people.

India will be sending close to
120 athletes to Paris with the hope
that they will better the Tokyo 
Games tally of seven medals, 
which included Neeraj Chopra’s 
gold in javelin throw. “Interacted 
with our contingent heading to 
Paris for the Olympics. I am confi-
dent our athletes will give their 
best and make India proud. Their
life journeys and success give 
hope to 140 crore Indians,” the 
Prime Minister posted on ‘X’ after
meeting Paris-bound athletes that
included shooters, archers, track 
and field athletes and support 
staff. The contingent was accom-
panied by Sports Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya, Minister of State
for Sports Raksha Khadse and 
Indian Olympic Association Presi-
dent PT Usha.

The PM also posted images of
him with the athletes and support
staff.

The PM also interacted virtu-
ally with Neeraj Chopra, who will
aim to defend his crown in Paris, 
boxer Nikhat Zareen and two-
time Olympic medallist shuttler 
PV Sindhu.

OLYMPIC-BOUND 
ATHLETES WILL 
MAKE COUNTRY 
PROUD: PM MODI



India captain Rohit Sharma shows his dance moves after the 
team arrives at IGI airport in Delhi on Thursday morning. BCCI

Fans packed the Marine Drive hours before the India team even 
landed at the Mumbai airport from Delhi. PTI

applause. He was their hero after 
his match-turning wicket of Hein-
rich Klaasen in the final, and bowl-
ing the final over had given him 
redemption.

Sensing the celebratory mood,
even the rain gods smiled to stay 
away for the duration of the event.

When the captain was called on
to the stage, he couldn’t utter a 
word for a long time as the crowd
let him know what this victory 
meant to them. All evening the 
fans had been chanting, “Mumbai
ka Raja kaun, Rohit Sharma, Rohit
Sharma”. Now, with their hero 
right in fron of them, they took it a

notch higher.
Finally when the crowd settled

down, Rohit said: “On behalf of my
team and the BCCI, I would like to
thank the fans! Ever since we have
reached India, we have seen how 
much it means to them. For the 
last 11 years, they have wanted the
trophy back in India! As desperate
as we were to win the trophy, the 
fans were a bit more desperate. 
This team is special and I am lucky
to have the chance to captain this 
unit.”

When he mentioned Surya-
kumar’s catch (off David Miller in
the last over), chants of Surya, 

Surya rang around the stands. “It 
was written,” said Rohit on the 
catch, pointing skywards.

“When the pressure is there,
those catches need to be taken and
all the moments of training come 
into your mind. And at that 
moment it was a brilliant effort 
from him to take the catch!” said 
Rohit. “I am blessed to have this 
team, who at any given time have 
stood up to the challenges.”

Batting legend and coach Rahul
Dravid said the recepton that his 
team has received shows how 
India makes cricket brilliant while
adding how it was the perfect way

residence. They donned a special 
jersey with ‘Champions’ embla-
zoned across it in bold letters.

In a 57-second clip posted on
Modi’s YouTube channel, the play-
ers, led by Rohit with the trophy, 
can be seen gleefully entering the 
PM’s house. Modi, flanked by 
Rohit on his right and outgoing 
coach Rahul Dravid to his left, 
posed for a picture with the entire
squad.

Yuzvendra Chahal, Bumrah,
Kohli, Rohit, Dravid, Jadeja, Kul-
deep Yadav, Axar Patel, and Ris-
habh Pant stood in the front row 
while Shivam Dube, Mohammed 
Siraj, Hardik Pandya, Jay Shah, 
Roger Binny, Suryakumar Yadav, 
Yashasvi Jaiswal, Arshdeep Singh,
and Sanju Samson stood in the 
back.

The players then sat with Modi
for a seemingly light-hearted con-
versation where Rohit, Dravid, 
Pandya, Kohli, and Player of the 
Tournament Bumrah took turns 
to speak to the PM.

“It was an honour to be invited
to our honourable Prime Minis-
ter’s residence this morning. 
Thank you so much for your 
warmth and hospitality sir @nar-
endramodi,” Bumrah wrote on X.

“Dear @narendramodi sir,
thank you so much for your very 
kind words and your support and
encouragement always. It has 
been a privilege to be a part of this
team which has brought the cup 
home. We are deeply touched & 
overwhelmed with the happiness
it has bought the entire nation,” 
Kohli tweeted.

Rishabh Pant, Jasprit Bumrah and Rohit Sharma at the felicitation ceremony. PTI

HT Correspondent

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The T20 World Cup-
winning Indian team met Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi at his offi-
cial residence on Thursday, 
shortly after landing in the 
national capital after a non-stop 
16-hour flight from Barbados. The
players reached 7, Lok Kalyan 
Marg at around 11 am on the wet 
morning where they were hosted 
by the PM for breakfast.

Aboard Air India’s Boeing 777-
200LR with a special call sign 
AIC24WC, the Rohit Sharma-led 
side emerged from the IGI Airport
at around 6am to a huge gathering
of fans and a heavy security 
arrangement.

Having broken India’s 11-year
jinx for an ICC trophy, there were 
no signs of jet-leg on Rohit’s face 
when he cut the day’s first cake 
with BCCI president Roger Binny 
and secretary Jay Shah at the air-
port. 

The team then checked into ITC
Maurya where another cake — 
one in the shape of the winning 
trophy — was cut by Rohit and 
Virat Kohli. The two stalwarts of 
India’s white-ball cricket 
announced their retirement from
the shortest format moments after
India’s thrilling win over South 
Africa in the final. All-rounder 
Ravindra Jadeja called time on his
T20 career a day later.

From the hotel, the team along
with BCCI President Roger Binny 
and Secretary Jay Shah were 
escorted to the Prime Minister’s 

Breakfast at Modi’s: PM 
greets world champions 

Indian players aboard the open-top bus with the T20 World Cup trophy on route to the Wankhede Stadium during their victory parade in Mumbai on Thursday. BCCI

Sanjjeev K Samyal and 
Rasesh Mandani

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: It was not a day to hold
back. Never mind the jetlag from 
their long flight from Barbados to
New Delhi and the long day, when
the tasha dhol started beating in 
the stand, Rohit Sharma and Virat
Kohli, led the Indian team players
into a carefree dance.

Team India reached the Wank-
hede Stadium to a raucous recep-
tion as the packed crowd gave 
them a reception to remember, as
they had done to Kapil’s Devils in 
1983, MS Dhoni’s young brigade in
2007 for winning the inaugural 
World T20 in 2007 and Sachin 
Tendulkar & Co after lifting the 
2011 World Cup.

The crowd had waited for five
hours for their champions to 
arrive. Rain or lack of basic facili-
ties didn’t dampen their spirits, 
such was the enthusiasm over 
India’s 2024 T20 World Cup win. 
Dancing all along they were fol-
lowing the victory parade on the 
giants screens, as the open top bus
of the Indian team slowly made its
way to the stadium.

When the first player, Surya-
kumar Yadav, made an appear-
ance on the balcony, a deafening 
roar rang around the stadium.

The most poignant moment
was when Hardik Pandya joined 
Surya in the gallery. Booed all 
through the IPL, it was a moment
to savour for him as the crowd 
broke into a spontaneous 

to end his innings.
Virat Kohli’s arrival had the

crowd cheering him by his nick-
name, “Cheeku, Cheeku”. Like 
Rohit, it also took him some time 
to be heard as the crowd showed 
him their appreciation.

“Since we came back what has
happened is phenomenal! I 
remember when I won that World
Cup as well. I couldn’t connect 
with the emotions of the senior 
players back then. I was 22, 23. But
now, it’s a different feeling. Now, to
be in this position. We both (Rohit)
have been trying for so long. The 
only aim was to carry the team for
so long,” said Kohli.

Everyone bowed in respect
when player of the tournament, 
Jasprit Bumrah, stepped on to the
stage. “It feels amazing. This 
ground is really special in my life. 
As a kid, I came here to play 
cricket and what I saw today, I will
never forget that,” the Mumbai 
Indians and India star said about 
his connection with the ground.

The evening came to a close
with the team taking a lap of hon-
our while throwing signed tennis 
balls into the crowd. The lucky few
got their hands of a precious 
momentos. The others just soaked
in the moment.

If you ever wanted to truly
understand what makes Indian 
cricket tick, you just had to be 
there on a wet, humid evening at 
the Wankhede. It was the stuff that
dreams are made of; dreams that 
someday in the future may turn 
into trophies themselves.

Mumbai turns up in force, makes it a 
memorable evening for conquerors

PM Narendra Modi interacts with the Indian cricket team. AFP

LAND THAT HOLDS THE CUP
Fans celebrate as they wait for the World Cup-winning Indian 
team's open bus parade in Mumbai on Thursday. PTI
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BENGALURU: Age can seem a
curious construct in chess. Last
weekend, Argentinian Faustino
Oro — all of 10 years & eight
months (yes, Argentina and No
10!) became the world’s young-
est International Master in Bar-
celona. While in the northwest-
ern Spanish province of Leon,
Viswanathan Anand rang in
own Number 10 — a 10th Leon
Masters title, at age 54.

Anand’s tenth Leon Masters
title comes eight years after his
previous win. “It would’ve been
funny to stop at nine,” Anand
told Hindustan Times, laugh-
ing, “Ten is a nice number. I’m
happy I can maintain this
level.”

Anand, who serves as Fide
deputy president and is shep-
herding India’s current crop of
top young names, has been
playing tournaments sparingly
in recent years and believes the
switch from following chess to
suddenly sitting across another
player at a competition can
need some getting used to.

Before the Leon event,
Anand got together with his
European Club Cup teammate
Jorden Van Foreest for a short
training camp in Romania.

“My general way of following
chess during the long breaks
has to be readjusted a little bit
right before an event because
instead of thinking in very
abstract terms that these things
are possible and these aren’t, I
suddenly have to decide what
am I going to play today. It’s a
very different thought.”

At the Leon event, Anand
found himself straddling gener-
ations — a former World
Championship rival, one born
the year he won his first Leon

Masters title, and a third, a fel-
low Indian younger to him by
over three decades. “With
(Veselin) Topalov, our rivalry
goes back to 1993 thereabouts.
Then there was Jaime (Santos)
who was born in 1996 and
Arjun (Erigaisi) who was born
in 2003. So, you kind of don’t
know which era you want to
belong to.”

Anand and Topalov played
each other in the 2010 World
Championship in Sofia, Bul-
garia. The Indian went on to

win the match, which had its
fair share of misgivings, apart
from Icelandic volcanic ash
and a 40-hour road journey to
get to Sofia. “I don’t think Topa-
lov and I thought too much (of
the past). I had this feeling also
with (Anatoly) Karpov long
back. I played him after a cou-
ple of years and you realise,
well, too much water has
passed under the bridge and
you don’t even remember what
it was all about.”

Each match consisted of four

rapid games. Anand and Topa-
lov played out two edgy draws
to start the semi-final, and it
was followed by the five-time
world champion launching a
full-blooded king side attack in
the third game to walk away
with a full point. It left Topalov
staring at a must-win situation
in the final game but Anand
had little trouble finding a
draw.

Defending champion Santos
snuffed out the prospect of an
all-Indian, inter-generational

final between Anand and Arjun
with a come-from-behind win
in the other semifinal. 

“When I was paired with
Topalov, I found that I got into
trouble quite easily in the first
two games, quite serious
trouble in the second game.
And finally, the same thing
happened to me again with
Jaime in the final. It seemed
that I needed some time to get
into these matches. But once I
got in, my level in games three
and four was much higher, also
the confidence of saving diffi-
cult positions.”

There’s a reason why Anand
is considered among the finest
to have played the game and
you could see it in the touch of
class and the wealth of under-
standing he brought to the
games. Like the stunning
31.bh4 move in the fourth game
which perhaps rattled Santos
and led him to make fateful
captures. 

Anand was delighted for his
fellow newsmaker of the week-
end — 10 year old Oro. “John
Nunn (English GM) always
used to say that you have to
beat the young before they get
very strong. Instead, I can say
I’ve given him an autograph
before he got very strong,”
Anand said after his win,
“That’s an achievement!”

‘Would’ve been funny to stop at 9’
Anand won his 10th 
Leon Masters title, 
defeating opponents 
who were much 
younger than him

Indian Grandmaster and FIDE deputy president Viswanathan Anand. GETTY IMAGES
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BUCHAREST: World Champion-
ship challenger Grandmaster D
Gukesh played out a draw with
tournament leader and top seed
Fabiano Caruana of United
States in the seventh round of
the Superbet classic chess tour-
nament here.

On another all-draws day, R
Praggnanandhaa signed peace
with Ian Nepomniachtchi of
Russia leaving the lead posi-
tions intact like the previous
round.

Caruana on 4.5 points
remains in front with two victo-
ries and five draws, he is fol-
lowed by Gukesh, Praggnanan-
dhaa and Alireza Firouzja of
France, who are all half a point
behind the American.Nepomni-
achtchi shares the fifth spot
with Maxime Vachier-Lagrave
of France with a fifty percent
score, a half point ahead of the
trio of American Wesley So,
Dutch Anish Giri and Uzbekis-
tan’s first son in chess Nodirbek
Abdusattorov. Just two rounds
remain in the $350,000 prize
money tournament.

Gukesh’s choice of Italian
opening gave him an optical
advantage against Caruana.
After the initial tussle, the play-
ers reached a middle game
wherein the Indian had an edge
thanks to better placed forces
but Caruana was up to the task
in finding the defense to main-
tain the balance.

The pieces got traded at regu-
lar intervals in this encounter
and the players arrived at a
Queen and rook endgame
where neither side had a real
chance. The game was drawn
after 62 moves.

Praggnanandhaa had a rela-
tively easy day against Nepom-
niachtchi despite playing black.
Years of working with World
number one Magnus Carlsen
and his own expertise as the
two-time world championship
challenger has made Nepomni-
achtchi a leading theoretician
but in the seventh round the
Indian surprised him with what
looked like a sensational prepa-
ration. The next round would
mostly decide the final outcome
of the tournament as Caruana is
facing Praggnanandhaa and
Gukesh has a tough nut to crack
in his final white game in Anish.
Firouzja might also fancy his
chances for a maiden victory in
the Grand chess tour if he can
conquer the machine-like preci-
sion of Nepomniachtchi.

GM Gukesh holds 
Caruana; Pragg 
draws with Nepo

Dommaraju Gukesh. PTI

w
READ: World
Chess C’ship:

Singapore to host Ding vs Gukesh
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Principal Chief Material Manager, North Eastern Railway, Gorakhpur-273012 and
on behalf of The President of India, invites tenders through e-procurement system
for the supply of the following items. Complete description of the item and other
condition are available onwww.ireps.gov.in.

Invitation of tenders through e-Procurement system
Website: www.ner.indianrailways.gov.in
Email: cos@ner.railnet.gov.in

“DO NOT TRAVEL WITH INFLAMMABLE ARTICLE IN TRAIN”

CPRO/S-37 Principal Chief Material Manager/Gorakhpur

TENDER NOTICE NO.08 dt. 03.07.24NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

Item
No.

Tender
Number

Reserved to
be procured

from
Filter NW-19 with code pin (K.B. Make) etc.

Set of brake cylinder for LHB coaches etc.

Dump Valve with Bracket (FTIL make) etc.

Mirror Assembly complete for mirror etc.

Kit for air cleaner element for 1600 HP etc.

Brake caliper unit leverage ratio 2.17 f etc.

SWKP Speed sensor with 2 meter long etc.

Kit No. 6 for Gabriel Vertical Shock etc.

Lavatory Door Arrgt. Complete (R.H.) etc.
Control Governor LCC Governor, Module-
LC etc.
Collar for Direct mounted Roller Bearing etc.

Paint Enamel interior finishing white etc.

Push Cock complete for second class etc.

Contactor for compressor etc.

Side panel sheet for corrosion repair etc.

Circuit board MB 04B for WSP System etc.

Kit for brake cylinder PBACM-254-130 etc.
Pressure Switch MCSII/W: 1.8-1.3 BAR KB
etc.
Set of Fix & Mobile contact of 1500 Amp. etc.

Overhauling Kit for Leveling Valve etc.

KIT FOR LHB BRAKE CALIPER WITHOUT
etc.
Knuckle for AAR H type CBC of LHB coach
etc.
Silent Block-Type "B" (Bolted Design) etc.

POH Kit for KB make Emergency Brake etc.

JIO Card Escorts make drg no-3EB8242/3
etc.
C3W DV with Integral Volume relay to FTR
etc.
Draw Bar and Castel Nut for Draw gear etc.

TOH (AOH) kit for pantograph assembly etc.

Installation lever assembly with ball etc.

Starter Lead Acid Battery etc.

22.08.24
19.08.24
12.08.24
12.08.24
12.08.24
12.08.24
12.08.24
08.08.24
07.08.24

05.08.24

05.08.24
05.08.24
01.08.24
31.07.24
31.07.24
31.07.24
31.07.24

31.07.24

30.07.24
30.07.24

29.07.24

29.07.24

29.07.24
29.07.24

29.07.24

27.07.24

25.07.24
25.07.24
24.07.24
22.07.24

22241297
22231493A

22231079
22241364
22241643
22241231
22231305A

22241776
22242267

22231832A

22230803
28230629D

22240608
24240626
22231449A

22241445
22242102

22241080

24241056
22242010

22242255

22242032

22242084
22241437

22242300

22241423

22240829
24241172
22242062
30241254

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19
20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Due On Brief Description of Stores

--

--
--

--
--

--

--

--
--

--

ICF

--

--

CLW

--

--

--
--

CLW
--

--

--

ICF

--

--

--

ICF

CLW

RDSO
--

Rajasthan Government
Commercial Taxes Department

Ward-II, Circle-H, Zone-I, Jaipur-I
No. F. AC-JP1-H/2024-25/378 Dated: 27.06.2024

[FORM GST DRC - 10]
[See rule 144(2)&144A]

Notice for Auction under section 79 (1) (b) or section 129(6) of the Act

Demand order no.: ZD080722007256J Date: 06.07.2022
Period: June 2022 to June 2022
Whereas the goods or conveyance detained or seized under Section 129
of Rajasthan Goods and Service Act, 2017 r/w Section 20 of Integrated
Goods and Service Act, 2017 are liable for sale or disposal in accordance
with the provisions of Section 122, 129 & 130 of the CGST/RGST Act, 2017
r/w Section 20 of the IGST Act, 2017 for recovery of penalty/fine of Rs.
13634633/- Payable under the Act and admissible expenditure incurred on
the recovery process on accordance with provisions of sec 79.
The sale will be by public auction and the goods and/or conveyance shall
be put up for sale in the lots specified in the Schedule. The sale will be of
the right, title and interests of the defaulter, And the liabilities and claims
attached to the said properties, so far as they have been ascertained, are
those specified in the Schedule against each lot.
The auction will be held on 22.07.2024 at 11.00 AM for goods and
26.07.2024 at 11.30 AM for the vehicle at (Room no. 223, Circle-H, zone-I,
jaipur Commercial Taxes, Zonal Kar Bhawan, Jhalana Institutional Area,
Jaipur- 302004) in the event the entire amount due is paid before the date of
auction, the sale will be stopped.
The price of each lot shall be paid at the time of sale or as per the directions
of the proper officer/Committee and in default of Payment, the goods and/or
conveyance shall be again put up for auction and resold.

Schedule

Serial No. Description of Goods or
conveyance

Quantity

1. COPPER SCRAP 9477 KG
2. BRASS SCRAP 5063 KG
3. TRUCK (TATA LPT 2818 BS VI)

MODULE NO. 08/2021
1

NOTE:
1. Demand draft of Rs. 50,000/- (for goods) and Rs. 50,000/- (for truck) in
favour of “Assistant Commissioner, State Tax, Ward-II, Circle-H, Jaipur-I”, as
pre-bid deposit, shall be furnished in the office on the day of auction before
11 AM.
2. Terms and conditions related to auction are available on Departments
website https://rajtax.gov.in
PLACE: Office of the Joint Commissioner, State Tax, Circle-H, Jaipur-I,
Room No.-223, 1st floor, Zonal Kar Bhawan, Jhalana Institutional Area,
Jaipur-302004
Date: 27.06.2024 (BALVEER)

Assistant Commissioner
Ward-II, Circle-H, Jaipur-I

Room No. 223 Kar Bhavan, Commercial Taxes,
Jhalana Institutional Area, Jaipur-302004

Email ID: acto-jaipur1-h2@rajasthan.gov.in
Dipr/c/5236/2024
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NEW DELHI: The finance ministry
is mulling several moves to ease
business for domestic manufac-
turers—including easing proce-
dural hurdles, rectifying tax
anomalies, and recalibrating
customs duties—in the upcom-
ing Union Budget, according to
two people familiar with the
matter. The larger plan is to
reduce import dependence and
boost local manufacturing and
value addition, the people added.

Among the moves being
planned are removal of irritants
for merchants claiming tax
refunds, tweaking tariffs to make
investments in critical sectors
more viable, and correcting
inverted duty structures in tex-
tiles, apparels, and engineering
goods, the first person cited
above said, requesting not to be
named. Further, a periodic
review of import duty exemp-
tions is underway, with only
items that benefit the domestic
economy likely to be retained,
the person added.

The second person, who also

requested anonymity, said that
customs duty changes are
expected for items related to two
key sectors—consumer elec-
tronic goods and medical devi-
ces—to boost component pro-
duction in these sectors.

“For these sectors, the know-
how is not under patent protec-
tion, and all it may require to
attract fresh investments is a lit-
tle tariff support,” said the sec-
ond person. “A price arbitrage of
5% between imports and local
production on account of import
duty, ocean freight and insur-
ance can be a big incentive for
local production.”

The plan is to encourage more
value addition in segments
where local production is pre-

dominantly in the nature of
assembling imported compo-
nents, the person added.

The government may also
expand the authorised economic
operator (AEO) scheme, grant-
ing accredited merchants and
logistics players privileges at
ports, including quicker clear-
ance and deferred duty pay-
ments, the second person added.

An email sent to the spokes-
person for the finance ministry
and to Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs (CBIC) on
Tuesday seeking comments on
the story remained unanswered
at the time of publishing.

Even as the government prior-
itises improving ease of doing
business and cutting red tape in

claiming tax refunds, experts
said that an amnesty scheme
under customs is the need of the
hour.   “This would go a long way
in resolving legacy litigation and
in fostering certainty in doing
business,” said Abhishek Jain,
indirect tax head and partner at
KPMG. “Separately, rate ration-
alization for certain products is
also being looked forward to,
specifically where the rate of
duty on import of raw material is
more than that on import of fin-
ished goods.” 

In the Union budget for FY24,
the government simplified the
customs duty structure by
reducing the number of applica-
ble rates from 21 to 13.

Further, the Centre is explor-
ing free trade agreements (FTAs)
with various countries and
blocs to boost exports and
facilitate trade. These pacts
reduce tariffs and some non-tar-
iff barriers, allowing trade part-
ners to get easier access to one
another’s markets. 

India’s FTAs are now pivoting
towards markets in the West,
including the UK, the EU, the
UAE, Eurasia, and Australia.
These recent agreements reflect
an emphasis on specific goods
and services, with promising
prospects for sectors such as
gems and jewellery, plastics,
engineering goods, agro-proc-
essed foods, textiles, technology
services, and financial services.

Govt plans duty reforms, 
tax tweaks to boost mfg
Changes are expected 
for items related to 
consumer electronics 
and medical devices

Improving ease of doing business and cutting red tape in 
claiming tax refunds are also high on priority in Budget. MINT

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The London School
of Economics and Political
Science (LSE) has awarded
an honorary fellowship to
prominent Indian economist
and policymaker N.K. Singh,
the university announced on
Thursday.

Singh received the prestig-
ious honour at a ceremony
in central London, joining
a distinguished group of past
recipients including Lord Beve-
ridge, professor Sir Karl
Popper, professor Amartya Sen
and Queen Elizabeth.

Currently serving as co-
convenor of the G20’s High
Level Expert Group for multi-
lateral development bank
reforms and president of the
Institute of Economic Growth,
Singh has played a crucial role
in India’s economic policymak-
ing for decades.

LSE president Larry Kramer
praised Singh’s long-standing
relationship with the univer-
sity, saying, “NK’s life and

career have exemplified LSE’s
mission to apply the social sci-
ences in service of humanity.”

In his acceptance speech,
titled “The India Era”, Singh
highlighted India’s evolution
over time. He called the award
“a humbling moment” and
emphasised LSE’s “intensive,
inquisitive and integral rela-
tionship” with India.

Singh’s contributions to
Indian policymaking include
his involvement in the coun-
try’s 1991 economic reforms
and his service as chairman of
the 15th Finance Commission.
He also served as a member of
India’s upper house of Parlia-
ment from 2008 to 2014.

Finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman lauded Singh’s
“profound expertise in fiscal
policy” and his commitment
to “fiscal prudence, transpar-
ency, and cooperative federal-
ism” in a message.

Singh’s honorary fellowship
recognises his exceptional con-
tributions to LSE and its global
community over a sustained
period, the university said.

LSE awards honorary 
fellowship to Indian 
economist N.K. Singh 

Former Rajya Sabha MP N.K. Singh delivers an acceptance speech 
on being conferred an honorary fellowship from the LSE. PTI
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MUMBAI: Equity benchmark
indices Sensex and Nifty ticked
higher to close at fresh all-time
high levels on Thursday, follow-
ing buying in market heavy-
weights ICICI Bank, Infosys and
TCS amid a largely positive
trend in global equities.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
scaled an intraday record high
of 80,392.64 in early trade.
The index pared most of the
gains later due to volatility
and profit-taking by investors
at record levels. Sensex
closed 62.87 points or 0.08%
higher at 80,049.67, its all-
time closing high. The broader
Nifty also hit an intra-
day record high of 24,401 in
early trade before closing
almost flat. The 50-issue index
rose by 15.65 points or 0.06% to
settle at a record 24,302.15 with
23 of its shares closing higher
and 27 with losses.

“The defensive bet on large
caps like IT and pharma gained
momentum due to the dimin-
ishing US inflationary pressure,
improvement in QoQ earnings
outlook and a resultant sharp
fall in the US 10-year bond yield.

“The buoyancy in govern-
ment spending and the green
shoots in corporate earnings are
now supporting the premium
valuation. Return of FIIs to the
domestic market and expecta-
tion of a rate cut in September
are supporting market senti-
ment,” Vinod Nair, head of

research at Geojit Financial Ser-
vices, said.

Among Sensex shares, HCL
Technologies, ICICI Bank, Tata
Motors, Sun Pharmaceuticals,
Tata Consultancy Services, Info-
sys, Kotak Mahindra Bank and
Mahindra and Mahindra were
the gainers. In contrast, HDFC
Bank, Bajaj Finance, Larsen &
Toubro, Tech Mahindra, UltraT-
ech Cement and IndusInd Bank
were among the laggards.

Analysts said that stock
markets traded within a narrow
range and ended nearly
unchanged. “The Nifty has
approached its immediate tar-
get of 24,500 and appears
slightly overextended. It would
be prudent to take some profits
and wait for a potential dip
before considering new long
positions in the index,” Ajit
Mishra—SVP, research, Relig-
are Broking Ltd said.

In the broader market, the
BSE Smallcap gauge jumped
0.62% and the midcap index

climbed 0.60%. Among the indi-
ces, healthcare soared by 1.17%,
IT jumped by 1.12%, tech by
0.98%, auto by 0.88% and tele-
communication rose by 0.73%.
However, consumer durables
fell by 0.22%, FMCG (0.15%),
financial services (0.13%), and
Oil & Gas (0.02%). A total of
2,185 stocks advanced while
1,742 declined and 94 remained
unchanged on the BSE. As many
as 23 Nifty shares advanced, 27
declined on the exchange.

In Asian markets, Tokyo,
Hong Kong and Seoul ended in
the positive territory, while
Shanghai closed in the red.
European markets were trading
in the green territory in mid-
session deals.

 US markets ended higher on
Wednesday during the short-
ened trading session. Stock
exchanges will remain closed
on Thursday on account of
Independence Day. Global oil
benchmark Brent crude fell
0.52% to $ 86.89 a barrel.

Markets hit fresh highs; 
Sensex closes above 80K

On Thursday, the BSE Sensex scaled an intraday record high of 
80,392.64 in early trade. MINT
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BENGALURU: Foreigner portfo-
lio investors (FPI) snapped a
two-month selling streak in the
markets and turned net buyers
in June, hitting a six-month
high. The heaviest-weighted
sector, financials, garnered FPI
inflows worth ₹9,170 crore dur-
ing the month, the highest since
December 2023, according to
data from the National Securi-
ties Depository (NSDL).

The FPI buying in the sector
came after two months of out-
flows worth ₹18,200 crore,
boosting the markets index, pri-
vate banks and banking stocks
6.9%-8% higher in June. 

“Once the concerns on the
national elections-related
uncertainty were over, the gov-
ernment was formed and minis-
tries were allocated, the FPIs
were assured of policy continu-
ity,” said Ajit Banerjee, chief
investment officer at Shriram
Life Insurance. 

FPI outflows from domestic
equities hit a record high on
June 4, the election results day
that showed a surprise weaker
mandate for the ruling National
Democratic Alliance (NDA). 

“It appears the FPIs have
realised that selling in the most-
performing market would be a
wrong strategy,” Banerjee said.
Helped by the return of foreign
inflows and sustained domestic
buying, the blue-chips Nifty 50
and S&P BSE Sensex rose about
7% each in June, the best
monthly performance in 2024.

“Once the interest rate cut
starts in the US, which is
expected by the end of the year,
it could trigger bigger FPI
inflows into emerging markets
like India as the arbitrage 
will open up between the two
countries,” said Viraj Gandhi,
chief executive of SAMCO
Mutual Fund.

Information technology com-
panies led Indian shares higher
on Thursday, in line with Asian
peers, after softer US labour
data boosted hopes for a rate
cut in September. 

Telecommunication, con-
sumer services, capital goods
and healthcare sectors saw FPI
inflows worth between ₹2,700
crore and ₹8,000 crore in June.

FPI BUYING HITS 
6-MONTH HIGH IN 
JUNE: NSDL DATA

Anu Sharma

anu.sharma@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: The Centre has
begun talking to industry stake-
holders such as Indian airlines,
scheduled and charter cargo
operators to find ways to liberal-
ise norms governing air cargo, in
an attempt to boost the volume
of exports by air from the coun-
try, two officials involved in the
ongoing discussions said. 

Among the steps being delib-
erated are allowing foreign
freighters to pick and deliver
cargo from multiple cities in
one run, and easing of
paperwork and procedures
for exporters and shippers,
among other things. 

“We are looking at ways to
increase participation of freight-
ers, assessing cargo throughput
of the top 20 Indian airports, and
other ways to improve efficiency
and create a competitive mar-

ket,” the first official cited above
said, adding that the government
hopes to make concrete progress
on these proposals within a year.

The second official said the
government is working on ways
to ease the KYC (know your cus-
tomer) process for exporters as
well as standardising the e-in-
voice format for shippers for
greater efficiencies. Both offi-
cials spoke on condition of ano-
nymity. The development comes
on the back of the government

setting a target in 2022 of han-
dling 10 million tonnes of air
cargo per year by 2030. 

That’s a big jump from the 3.4
million tonnes of freight handled
last fiscal (FY24) by all of India’s
operational airports combined,
which included 2 million tonnes
of international freight, per data
from Airports Authority of India.

Queries sent to the civil avia-
tion ministry were unanswered
till press time. As part of the
discussions with stakeholders,

the civil aviation ministry is
working on creating a smoother
process for foreign freight opera-
tors to carry cargo to and from
multiple points in India, the first
official said. 

Under the current framework,
Indian freighter operators are
allowed double dipping—when
cargo is carried to and from
more than one city—but interna-
tional freight operators are
approved double-dipping only
on a case-by-case basis. 

Aviation ministry looking to boost air cargo volumes
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BENGALURU/MUMBAI: Emerging
from a long spell of declining
revenue growth and high attri-
tion, Indian information tech-
nology services companies have
embarked on a hiring spree, par-
ticularly in search of engineers
with AI chops.

The previous fiscal, 2023-24,
marked a bleak phase in domes-
tic IT services hiring, with head-
count and job offers declining
amid muted global demand for
software services and advances
in artificial intelligence.

But the tide appears to be
turning in terms of both busi-
ness and recruitments for India’s
$245-billion IT services industry,
according to industry analysts
and recruitment firms. IT servi-
ces companies, however, have
not provided a clear indication of
their hiring plans for this finan-
cial year, 2024-25.

“Some of our IT clients have
inked a few large deals, which in
turn has led to a demand for
more employees skilled in Gen-
erative AI,” said Vijay Sivaram,
chief executive of Quess IT Staff-
ing, adding that he expects hir-
ing in the IT sector to increase by

25% in the three months ended
March.

Tata Consultancy Services Ltd,
India’s largest software exporter,
in May said it haddoubled its
pipeline of generative artificial
intelligence projects to $900 mil-
lion in the March quarter. Info-
sys Ltd, India’s second-largest IT
services company, has said it is
working on225 GenAI projects.

“There has been a 20% uptick
in mandates in the IT sector in
the March-end quarter when
compared sequentially,” said
Sunil Chemankotil, country
manager at recruitment firm
Adecco India. “The bench utili-

sation is high and, therefore, IT
firms are now hiring candidates
with experience in larger num-
bers than in earlier quarters,”
Sivaram added.

Utilisation rate refers to the
proportion of staff actively
involved in projects while
‘bench’ refers to employees yet to
be assigned a project. Infosys
and Wipro Ltd reported a utilisa-
tion rate of 83.5% and 86.9%,
respectively, as for March.

Industry experts estimate
the worst may be over for India’s
IT sector although elections in
key markets such as the US
and the UK could see changes in
outsourcing policies, and the
Israel-Paliestine and Ukraine-
Russia wars could still impact
the deal pipeline.

“Our estimates indicate that
hiring has grown by 5-7% in Q1
(April-June quarter) compared
to the previous quarter. This
increase is mainly driven by
higher IT spending and invest-
ments in AI capabilities,” said
Krishna Vij, vice-president and
business head of IT staffing at
TeamLease Digital, a Bengaluru-
based staffing firm. Despite vola-
tile economic conditions and
budgetary constraints, “we esti-
mate further acceleration in hir-
ing,” Vij added.

IT services hiring picks up

Indian IT services firms are 
hiring particularly in search of 
engineers with AI chops. MINT
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BENGALURU: The rise of gener-
ative artificial intelligence
(GenAI) led to the weakest rev-
enue growth at the business
process outsourcing (BPO)
units of Infosys Ltd and Tech
Mahindra Ltd in at least six
years in FY24, analysts said.

The advent of ChatGPT in
November 2022 propelled
GenAI to boardroom discus-
sions in companies globally.
Across industries, companies
are now looking at the technol-
ogy disruptor, which can create
content in written, audio and
visual forms, to replace routine
human work.

“We are seeing in general
an overall slowdown in BPO.
Contracts are being renegoti-
ated and companies are look-
ing to automate BPO opera-
tions,” said Ray Wang, chief
executive officer and founder

of Constellation Research.
Two months ago, K. Krithiv-

asan, chief executive officer of
Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS), India’s largest informa-
tion technology services com-
pany, said in an interview with
the Financial Times that GenAI
could almost finish the BPO
business.

Pune-based Tech Mahindra’s
BPO division generated ₹7,712
crore ($930 million) in revenue
in FY24, which was about 15%
of its overall revenue of $6.28
billion. Revenue growth at
7.12% was the slowest since
FY18 and came after two con-
secutive years of growth
exceeding 30%.

Infosys’s BPO unit did not
fare well either. Revenue at
Infosys BPM was $953 million
as of March 2024, a growth of
2%, the slowest pace in six
years. Only Infosys and Tech
Mahindra disclose the revenue
from their BPO businesses.

“My sense is that the BPO
business is moving towards
self-serve channels, conversa-
tional AI or automated or digi-
tised systems, which do not
require much manpower,
which is why the demand from
BPO businesses of IT services
companies might be slowing,”
said Kshitij Saraf, equities asso-
ciate at Tusk Investments.

A third analyst attributed the
slow growth in BPO services to
the difficulty in scaling up an
already large business.

“As this successful business
has gained scale it becomes
harder to grow fast on a larger
base,” said Peter Bendor-Sam-
uel, chief executive of Everest

Group, a US consultancy that
advises clients on outsourcing.
“The customer experience mar-
ket where TechM has most of
its work is facing significant
uncertainty, driven by the pos-
sibilities offered by GenAI. As
these issues get sorted out, we
expect that this area will regain
momentum. However, at this
time, the uncertainty is creat-
ing a drag on growth.”

In the case of Tech Mahin-
dra, another analyst said the
BPO arm’s slowdown was due
to slowing demand in its main-
stay telecom business.

“I would attribute slower
growth in BPO due to the
softening demand in Tech
M’s major vertical of telecom.
Last year’s protracted transi-
tion of leadership from C.P.
Gurnani to Mohit Joshi didn’t
help matters,” said Phil Fersht,
chief executive officer of HfS
Research, an outsourcing-re-
search firm in the US.

GenAI may be hurting BPOs as clients seek to automate

Across industries, companies are looking at the technology 
disruptor to replace routine human work. MINT
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PUZZLE 16904 © Gemini Crosswords 2018 All rights reservedCRYPTIC CLUES

ACROSS
 1 In earnest (3,4)

 5 Baffle (5)

 8 Actually (2,5,2,4)

 9 Doglike scavenging carnivore (5)

 10 Nourish (7)

 11 German poet (6)

 12 US east coast port (6)

 15 Visible (2,5)

 17 An indoor game (5)

 19 Topic of book etc. (7,6)

 20 To produce as profit (5)

 21 Unanimously (7)

ACROSS

 1  Fruit round mountains (7)

 5 Rediscovered ducal name (5)

 8 Shut up home in the immediate vicinity 
(5,8)

 9 Material that’s light to put on (5)

 10 Possibly learns about a reserve of strength 
(7)

 11 So rich a blend of voices (6)

 12 One is not keen to show it (6)

 15 We back a film perhaps (7)

 17 Insist on having things just right (5)

 19 Coming back into the office to check a 
report (13)

 20 An air of simplicity (5)

 21 A downtrodden machine worker (7)

DOWN

 1 In three-quarters of an hour two hundred 
take place (5)

 2 For the present it shall be nameless (9,4)

 3 General disorder one gathers (7)

 4 Cry out - to the police? (6)

 5 They’re funny forms of greetings (5)

 6 One way to arrive at a conclusion? 
(1,5,2,2,3)

 7 Diana’s game show (7)

 11 Made yourself fearfully small? (7)

 13 Quietly withdraw and go before the others 
(7)

 14 Not wholly employed on the stage (2,4)

 16 Attempt to get South in easy moves (5)

 18 It splits up the levy (5)

DOWN
 1 Confidence (5)

 2 Deserving censure (13)

 3 Inscription on tombstone (7)

 4 Long tedious list (6)

 5 Until now (2,3)

 6 Pure (13)

 7 Repeated decorative design (7)

 11 Contradict (7)

 13 Eccentric person (7)

 14 Prestige (6)

 16 Avarice (5)

 18 Churlish (5)

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and 

each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9. 
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QUICK CLUES

Generally cloudy 
sky with moderate 
rain
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sky with moderate 
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sky with moderate 
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CBC 54103/11/0026/2425

RAJASTHAN RAJYA VIDYUT PRASARAN NIGAM LIMITED

Chief Accounts Officer
(A/c’s-W&M), Jaipur

Bids forAppointment of Legal Counsel for the proposed Infrastructure InvestmentTrust
(InvIT) by RVPN under Bid No. 9041002403 are invited from interested bidder’s upto
18.07.2024 by 06.00 PM. Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the
Departmental website (https://energy.rajasthan.gov.in/rrvpn) and on state
procurementportal (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.inandhttp://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in).
UBN:VPN2425SLOB00737

Raj.Samwad/C/24/1744
RRVPN/TR-6234/2024

Notice Inviting Bid

कायाालयअधिशासीअधियन्ता
वि्ቕुत परी्ቌण खण्ड (नगरीय)
उ्ቈराखण्ड पािर कारपोरेशन वि.

18 ई.सी. रोड, देहरादून
पिांक: 1289/वि.प.खं (न.)/दे.दू. वदनांक 04.07.2024

वनविदा वनरस्तीकरण सूचना
एतद््ቛारा इस खण्ड ्ቛारा आमव्ቔित की गई वनविदा सं. 16 एिं 17/वि.प.खं.(न.)दे.दू. वदनांक
08.03.2024 को अपवरहायय कारणों से वनरस्त की जाती है।

अविशसी अवियन्ता
वि्ቕुत परी्ቌण खण्ड (नगरीय), देहरादूनराष््቏हित में हिजली िचायें

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

DP/8557/WD/2024

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person 1. Vinod, S/o Lala, 2. Shivraj, S/o Moti, R/o
Vegabond, Mayapuri, Delhi have committed (or is suspected
to has committed) the offence in case FIR No.154/2021 U/s
380/454/411/34 IPC, P.S. Rajori Garden,New Delhi, has
been returned to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that the
said 1. Vinod, 2. Shivraj cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said 1. Vinod, 2.
Shivraj has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
service of the saidwarrant).
Proclamation is herebymade that the said 1. Vinod, 2. Shivraj
accused of FIR No. 154/2021,380/454/411/34 IPC, P.S Rajori
Garden,New Delhi, is required to appear before this court to
answer the said complaint on or before 06.08.2024.

By Order
Sh Shashank Nandan Bhatt

Metropolitan Magistrate,
West Room No. 356

Tis Hazari Court , Delhi

NEW DELHI
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GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, SUNABEDA
email- serwsbd2003@yahoo.com

No: _____________________/ Date:___________________/
e- Procurement Notice for PM-JANMAN, Batch-II, PMGSY works

1 Name of the work : Construction of road works under PM-JANMAN - 13 Nos
3 Class of contractor : "B", "A" & Special Class of (Odisha PWD) or relevant class of other licensing authority
3 Estimated Cost : Varies from Rs.68.38 Lakhs to Rs.786.57 Lakhs (Approximately)
4 Details projects as per

Annexure attached.

O-81

Procurement Officer
Bid

Identification
No

Availability of tender
On-line for bidding

Last Date & Time
of seeking Tender
Clarification

Date & Time of opening of
tender

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Chief Construction

Engineer, Rural Works
Circle, Sunabeda

CCERWCSBD —
Online —05/
2024-25

12.07.2024
at

11.00 A.M.

01.08.2024
up to

5.00 P.M.

31.07.2024
up to

2.00 P.M.

02.08.2024
at

11.00 A.M.

To be intimated
separately

From To Technical Bid Financial Bid

5. The details of works can be seen from the web site https://www.pmgsytenders.gov.in for PM-JANMAN & PMGSY
works. 3. Any Corrigendum/Addendum will be displayed in the above e-tender web sites.

Chief Engineer,
Rural Works Circle, Sunabeda

OIPR - 25182/11/0007/2425

Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Board
Department of Tourism and Civil Aviation

Government of Himachal Pradesh
P57133-001-Sustainable and Inclusive Tourism Development

Project in Himachal Pradesh

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
Date : 05.07.2024
OCB Invitation for Bids No. : SITDP-HP_W04
Contract Package No. : SITDP-HP_W04
Deadline for Submission of Bid : 08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs.
1. The Government of India as the “Borrower” has applied for financing from the Asian

Development Bank (ADB) towards the cost of Sustainable and Inclusive Tourism Development
Project in Himachal Pradesh. Part of this financing will be used for payments under the Contract
named above. Bidding is open to Bidders from eligible source countries of the ADB.

2. The Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Board (HPTDB), under Department of Tourism
and Civil Aviation, Government of Himachal Pradesh (“the Employer”), invites sealed bids from
eligible Bidders for the “Development of ICESkating Rink at SHIMLA (HP). (SH: - Civil, WS &
SI, EI, Fire Fighting, Fire Alarm system and Surveillance System & Refrigeration work etc.)”.

3. The details of Contract Package are as follow:-

S.
No.

Name of Work Bid Security Period of
completion

1. Development of ICE Skating cum Roller Skating Rink
at SHIMLA (HP).
(SH:- Civil, WS & SI, EI, Fire Fighting, Fire Alarm system
and Surveillance System & Refrigeration work etc.)”.

INR 3.32
million

24 Months

To be qualified under this package, the Bidder should meet the following requirements:

Qualifying Criteria Minimum Value (INR)
1. Minimum Average Annual Construction Turnover (AACT) for the last

Five (5) Financial Years [FYs, 2018-19, 2019-20,2020-21, 2021-22,
2022-23]

Equal to or more than
INR 332.00 million

2. Must demonstrate availability of Financial Resources (less its financial obligations for current
contract commitments), meets or exceeds the total requirement for the subject contract, as
detailed below;
Sole Bidder INR 42.00 million

i) For JV: One Partner must meet or exceed its required share of 40% INR 17.00 million
ii) For JV: Each Partner must meet or exceed its required share of 25% INR 11.00 million
iii) The combined financial resources of the Joint Venture must INR 42.00 million
3. Contracts of Similar Size and Nature:

1. Participation as a contractor, Joint Venture partner, or Subcontractor, in at least one contract
that has been satisfactorily and substantially completed* within the last 7 years and that is
similar to the proposed works, where the value of the Bidder’s participation exceeds INR
266.00 million.

2. Participation as a contractor, Joint Venture partner, or Subcontractor, in at least two contract
that has been satisfactorily and substantially completed* within the last 7 years and that is
similar to the proposed works, where the value of the Bidder’s participation exceeds INR
166.00 million.

Further details are indicated in the Section 3 – Evaluation and Qualification Criteria of the Bidding
Document.
4. Open Competitive Bidding (OCB) will be conducted in accordance with ADB’s “Single-Stage,

Two-Envelope” bidding procedure and is open to all Bidders from eligible countries of ADB.
5. To obtain further information and inspect the Bidding Documents, bidders should contact:

The Project Director
Sustainable and Inclusive Tourism Development Project in Himachal Pradesh
Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Board (HPTDB)
Department of Tourism and Civil Aviation
First Floor, U.S. Club
Shimla – 171 001, HP, India
Tel: +91-177-2659962, 2659926, Fax: +91-177-2659925
Email: projectdirector.adbhp@gmail.com, Website: www.himachaltourism.gov.in:

6. For bid submission:
• Participating bidders should be registered in e-procurement portal www.hptenders.gov.in.
• Cost of Bid document in form of Demand Draft (DD) in favor of Project Director, Sustainable and

Inclusive Tourism Development Project in Himachal Pradesh, payable at Shimla
• Interested and eligible bidders may submit their complete proposal as prescribed in the Bid

Document along with the receipt of requisite Bid Security Amount and non-refundable Bid
Document Cost.

• Bids received without the payment of Bid Document Cost and/or Bid Security Amount shall be
summarily rejected.

• The Employer will not be responsible for any costs or expenses incurred by Bidders in
connection with the preparation or submission of Bids.

• Bids must be submitted online through e-procurement portal on or before the date and time
specified in the Bidding Document. Late bids will not be admitted by the e-procurement system.
The Employer will not be responsible for any delay in submission of bid due to any reason.

• Key Dates:

S.
No.

Event Date/Time

1. Online Publication 05.07.2024 at 1800 Hrs
2. Start Date of downloading of Bid document 08.07.2024 at 1800 Hrs
3 Pre-bid Meeting (online/off line) 15.07.2024 at 1500 Hrs
4. Date & time for start of online submission of Bids 03.08.2024 at 1800 Hrs
5. Deadline for online submission of Bids 08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs
6. Deadline for Physical submission of the following original

documents
a) Bid Security (in form of bank guarantee only)

08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs

b) Submission of cost of Bid document (in form of Demand Draft) 08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs
7. Date of opening of Technical bid 08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs
8. Date of opening of Price bid) (Will be later intimated to all

technically responsive bidders
7. Any addendum, clarification to the bidder’s queries and corrigendum etc. will be published on

the e-proc web site www.hptenders.gov.in and will not be published in Newspapers. If any date
specified herein is a holiday, then the next working day will be considered for the activity and
the time will remain the same.

8. Right to revise or amend this notice and/or the Bid Document, fully or partially, prior to the last
date notified for submission of Bids or on any subsequent date is reserved by the Employer.

9. Pre-Bid meeting with the Bidders will be held at Office of the Project Director (address given
below) at 1500 Hrs. on 15.07.2024. Bidders interested in participating in the bids are advised
to attend the same through online or physically. Bidders are encouraged to visit the site, at their
own cost, before the Pre-Bid meeting/submission of Bid.

Sd/-
The Project Director

Sustainable and Inclusive Tourism Development Project in Himachal Pradesh
Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Board (HPTDB)

Department of Tourism and Civil Aviation
First Floor, U.S. Club

Shimla – 171 001, HP, India
Tel: +91-177-2659962, 2659926, Fax: +91-177-2659925

DPR HP-0139 Email: projectdirector.adbhp@gmail.com, Website: www.himachaltourism.gov.in

Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Board
Department of Tourism and Civil Aviation

Government of Himachal Pradesh
P57133-001-Sustainable and Inclusive Tourism
Development Project in Himachal Pradesh
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

Date : 05.07.2024
OCB Invitation for Bids No. : SITDP-HP_W03/2023-24/
Contract Package No. : SITDP-HP_W03
Deadline for Submission of Bid : 08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs.
1. The Government of India as the “Borrower” has applied for financing from the Asian Development

Bank (ADB) towards the cost of Sustainable and Inclusive Tourism Development Project in
Himachal Pradesh. Part of this financing will be used for payments under the Contract named
above. Bidding is open to Bidders from eligible source countries of the ADB.
The Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Board (HPTDB), under Department of Tourism and
Civil Aviation, Government of Himachal Pradesh (“the Employer”), invites sealed bids from eligible
Bidders for the “Conservation and Restoration of Naggar Castle, District Kullu, Himachal Pradesh”.

2. The details of Contract Package are as follow:-

S.
No.

Name of Work Bid Security Period of completion

1. Conservation and Restoration of Naggar Castle,
District Kullu, Himachal Pradesh
(SH:- Civil, WS & SI, EI, Fire Fighting, Fire Alarm system
and Surveillance System etc.)

INR 1.07
million

18 Months

To be qualified under this package, the Bidder should meet the following requirements

Qualifying Criteria Minimum Value (INR)
1. Minimum Average Annual Construction Turnover (AACT) for the last Five

(5) Financial Years [FYs, 2018-19, 2019-20,2020-21, 2021-22, 2022-23]
Equal to or more than
INR 143.20 million

2. Must demonstrate availability of Financial Resources (less its financial obligations for current
contract commitments), meets or exceeds the total requirement for the subject contract, as
detailed below;
Sole Bidder INR 17.90 million

i) For JV: One Partner must meet or exceed its required share of 40% INR 7.16 million
ii) For JV: Each Partner must meet or exceed its required share of 25% INR 4.47 million
iii) The combined financial resources of the Joint Venture must INR 17.90 million
3. Contracts of Similar Size and Nature:

1. Participation as a contractor, Joint Venture partner, or Subcontractor, in at least one contract that
has been satisfactorily and substantially completed* within the last 7 years and that is similar
to the proposed works, where the value of the Bidder’s participation exceeds INR 85.92 million.

2. Participation as a contractor, Joint Venture partner, or Subcontractor, in at least two contract that
has been satisfactorily and substantially completed* within the last 7 years and that is similar
to the proposed works, where the value of the Bidder’s participation exceeds INR 53.70 million.

Further details are indicated in the Section 3 – Evaluation and Qualification Criteria of the Bidding
Document.
3. Open Competitive Bidding (OCB) will be conducted in accordance with ADB’s “Single-Stage,

Two-Envelope” bidding procedure and is open to all Bidders from eligible countries of ADB.
4. To obtain further information and inspect the Bidding Documents, bidders should contact:

The Project Director
Sustainable and Inclusive Tourism Development Project in Himachal Pradesh
Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Board (HPTDB)
Department of Tourism and Civil Aviation
First Floor, U.S. Club
Shimla – 171 001, HP, India
Tel: +91-177-2659962, 2659926, Fax: +91-177-2659925
Email: projectdirector.adbhp@gmail.com, Website: www.himachaltourism.gov.in

5. For bid submission:
• Participating bidders should be registered in e-procurement portal www.hptenders.gov.in.
• Cost of Bid document in form of Demand Draft (DD) in favor of Project Director, Sustainable and

Inclusive Tourism Development Project in Himachal Pradesh, payable at Shimla
• Interested and eligible bidders may submit their complete proposal as prescribed in the Bid

Document along with the receipt of requisite Bid Security Amount and non-refundable Bid
Document Cost.

• Bids received without the payment of Bid Document Cost and/or Bid Security Amount shall be
summarily rejected.

• The Employer will not be responsible for any costs or expenses incurred by Bidders in connection
with the preparation or submission of Bids.

• Bids must be submitted online through e-procurement portal on or before the date and time
specified in the Bidding Document. Late bids will not be admitted by the e-procurement system.
The Employer will not be responsible for any delay in submission of bid due to any reason.

• Key dates

S. No. Event Date/Time
1. Online Publication 05.07.2024 at 1800 Hrs
2. Start Date of downloading of Bid document 08.07.2024 at 1800 Hrs
3. Pre-bid Meeting (online/off line) 15.07.2024 at 1500 Hrs
4. Date & time for start of online submission of Bids 03.08.2024 at 1800 Hrs
5. Deadline for online submission of Bids 08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs
6. Deadline for Physical submission of the following original

documents
a) Bid Security (in form of bank guarantee only)

08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs

b) Submission of cost of Bid document (in form of Demand Draft) 08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs
7. Date of opening of Technical bid 08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs
8. Date of opening of Price bid) (Will be later intimated to all

technically responsive bidders
6. Any addendum, clarification to the bidder’s queries and corrigendum etc. will be published on

the e-proc web site www.hptenders.gov.in and will not be published in Newspapers. If any date
specified herein is a holiday, then the next working day will be considered for the activity and the
time will remain the same.

7. Right to revise or amend this notice and/or the Bid Document, fully or partially, prior to the last date
notified for submission of Bids or on any subsequent date is reserved by the Employer.

8. Pre-Bid meeting with the Bidders will be held at Office of the Project Director (address given below)
at 15.00 Hrs. on 15.07.2024. Bidders interested in participating in the bids are advised to attend
the same through online or physically. Bidders are encouraged to visit the site, at their own cost,
before the Pre-Bid meeting/submission of Bid.

Sd/-
The Project Director

Sustainable and Inclusive Tourism Development Project in Himachal Pradesh
Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Board (HPTDB)

Department of Tourism and Civil Aviation
First Floor, U.S. Club

Shimla – 171 001, HP, India
Tel: +91-177-2659962, 2659926, Fax: +91-177-2659925

Email: projectdirector.adbhp@gmail.com
DPR HP-0138 Website: www.himachaltourism.gov.in

jktLFkku jkT; iznw"k.k fu;a=.k e.My }kjk ^^jk"Vªh; ok;q xq.kork izcks/ku dk;ZØe ds
vUrZxr 03 oSKkfud lgk;d ,oa 09 {sk= lgk;d dh lsok,a ¼tkWc csfll ij½** ysus gsrq tkjh
fufonk la[;k iz;ksx'kkyk@01@2024&25 fnukad 03@07@2024 ds vUrxZr fufonk
vkeaf=r dh tkrh gSA fufonk dk foLr`r fooj.k jkT; ds e-Proc iksVZy
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, yksd mikiu iksVZy http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in ;k
e.My dh osclkbV http://environment.rajasthan.gov.in/rpcb ij ns[kk o MkmUkyksM
fd;k tk ldrk gSA fufonk tek djkus dh vfUre frfFk 23@07@2024 le; lk;% 5%00
cts rFkk rduhdh fufonk [kqyus dh frfFk 24@07@2024 le; nksigj 12%00 cts gSA
¼fufonk dk UBN No. PCB2425SLOB00022½

fufonk lwpuk

lnL; lfpojkt-laokn@lh@24@1672

size 5hx8

Rajasthan State Pollution Control Board
Headquarter, 4, Institutional Area, JhalanaDoongri, Jaipur-302004

Phone: 0141-2711263, 2716816 e-mail: member-secretary@rpcb.nic.in
Toll Free HelpLine No. : 18001806127 Ext. 7

lanHkZ la% ,Q-11¼60½@jk-iz-fu-e-@iz;ksx'kkyk@220&226 fnukad% 02-07-2024
fufonk la[;k% NAMP/01@2024&25

IYF¹FFÊ»F¹F A²FeÃF¯F Ad·F¹Fa°FF, ÀFFd³Fd½F ½FÈØF, RY»FûQe
IiY¸FFaIY: 294 dQ³FFaIY: 28.06.2024

A»´FIYF»Fe³F BXÊX-d³Fd½FQF ÀFc¨F³FF ÀFa£¹FF: 01/2024-2025

SXFªFÀ±FF³F IZY SXFª¹F´FF»F ¸FWXûQ¹F IYe AûSX ÀFZ ÀFOXÞIY IYF¹FûË IZY d»FE CX´F¹Fb¢°F ßFZ¯Fe IZY ÀFF½FÊªFd³FIY d³F¸FFÊ¯F d½F·FF¦F
SXFªFÀ±FF³F ¸FZÔ ´FaªFeIÈY°F ÀFa½FZQIYûÔ E½Fa SXFª¹F ÀFSXIYFSX/IZY³ýi ÀFSXIYFSX IZY Ad²FIÈY°F ÀFa¦FNX³FûÔ/IZY³ýie¹F »FûIY d³F¸FFÊ̄ F d½F·FF¦F/OXFIY
E½F¸FÐ QcSX ÀFa¨FFSX d½F·FF¦F/SmX»F½FZ BX°¹FFdQ ¸FZÔ ´FaªFeIÈY°F ÀFa½FZQIYûÔ, ªFû dIY SXFªFÀ±FF³F ÀFSXIYFSX ÀFZ d³F¹F¸FF³FbÀFFSX Ad²FIÈY°F ßFZ¯Fe
IZY ÀFa½FZQIYûÔ IZY ÀF¸FIYÃF WXû, ÀFZ d³F²FFÊdSX°F ´Fi´FÂF ¸FZÔ BXÊX-MZX¯OXdSaX¦F ´FidIiY¹FF õXFSXF AFG³F»FFBX³F d³Fd½FQFEa AF¸FadÂF°F IYe ªFF°Fe
W`aXÜ AFSX.´Fe.OX¶»F¹Fc.E. 100 IYe VF°FZË »FF¦Fc WXûa¦FeÜ d³Fd½FQF ÀFZ ÀFa¶Fad²F°F d½F½FSX¯F ½FZ¶FÀFFBXMX www.dipronline.org ½F
http://www.pwd.rajasthan.gov.in & eproc.rajasthan.gov.in & http://sppp.rajasthan.
gov.in ´FSX QZ£FF ªFF ÀFIY°FF WX`XÜ CX¢°F IYF¹FÊ IZY d³Fd½FQF ´Fi´FÂF d³Fd½FQF AF½FZQ³F, OXFCX³F»FûOX IYSX³FZ IYe dQ³FFaIY
28.06.2024 ÀFZ dQ³FFaIY 18.07.2024 °FIY ÀFF¹Fa 6.00 ¶FªFZ °FIY SXWZX¦FeÜ

UBN No.:

PWD2425WSOB01746
PWD2425WSOB01747
PWD2425WSOB01748

A²FeÃF¯F Ad·F¹Fa°FF
Dipr/c/5250/2024 ÀFFd³Fd½F ½FÈØF RY»FûQe

HIMACHAL PRADESH AGRO INDUSTRIES CORPORATION LIMITED
(A Government Undertaking)

GROUND FLOOR, NIGAM VIHAR COMPLEX, SHIMLA-2 (H.P)
Email ID: hpaicltd@gmail.com, Telefax: 0177-2623811
Telephone Nos.:0177-2623792, 2623794, 2623803

No. AIC.15-18(RC)/2018-19-X-1297 Dated: 03.07.2024

SHORT NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

E-tenders are hereby invited by the HP Agro Industries Corporation Ltd. (HPAIC), Nigam Vihar, Shimla-171002 for the purchases
of left out Pesticides (Weedicides/Bio-Pesticides) & Agri-Cannon on behalf of Department of Agriculture of Himachal Pradesh on
Annual Rate Contract basis for the year 2024-25. The detailed tender document alongwith schedule of items will be available on the
e-procurement website of HP Govt. https://hptenders.gov.in & the Corporation website https://hpaicl.co.in. The bidder would be
required to register on the e-procurement website of HP Government https://hptenders.gov.in for submission of bid. Further, the
bidder is also required to have valid Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from certifying authority. For more information, please visit
website: https://hptenders.gov.in.

The tenders are to be submitted only through e-procurement platform at https://hptenders.gov.in. Tenders submitted in any other
form will not be accepted. However hard copy of uploaded tenders alongwith other documents will have to be submitted in the
HPAIC H.O. Shimla-2 well before the last date. The tenders shall be visible on e-procurement website from 04-07-2024 & can be
submitted/uploaded on 18.07.2024 upto 11.00 AM.

The items wise detail is as under:-

Sr. No. Code No. Tender Items Date of opening Cost of Tender Document
(non refundable) & EMD (refundable)

Agriculture Department
1. AIC-001 Left out Pesticides

(Weedicides/
Bio-Pesticides)

18.07.2024 at 11.30 AM Cost of tender document is Rs.5,000/- &
EMD of Rs.50,000/- in the form of Demand
Draft in the name of Managing Director,
Himachal Pradesh Agro Industries
Corporation Limited, Shimla to be
submitted on or before above scheduled
date & time.

2. AIC.006 Agri-Cannon 18.07.2024 at 12.30 PM -do-
The Managing Director, HP Agro Industries Corporation Ltd. reserves the right to reject/accept any or all tenders without assigning
reason.

Sd/-
DPR HP-0134 Marketing Manager

Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Board
Department of Tourism and Civil Aviation Government of Himachal Pradesh

P57133-001-Sustainable and Inclusive Tourism Development Project in Himachal Pradesh

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
Date : 05.07.2024
OCB Invitation for Bids No. : SITDP-HP_W09/2023-24/
Contract Package No. : SITDP-HP_W09
Deadline for Submission of Bid : 08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs.
The Government of India as the “Borrower” has applied for financing from the Asian Development Bank
(ADB) towards the cost of Sustainable and Inclusive Tourism Development Project in Himachal Pradesh.
Part of this financing will be used for payments under the Contract named above. Bidding is open to
Bidders from eligible source countries of the ADB.
The Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Board (HPTDB), under Department of Tourism and Civil
Aviation, Government of Himachal Pradesh (“the Employer”), invites sealed bids from eligible Bidders
for the “Wellness Centre at Manali, District Kullu, Himachal Pradesh”.
1. The details of Contract Package are as follow:-

S.
No.

Name of Work Bid
Security

Period of
completion

1. Wellness Centre at Manali, District Kullu, Himachal Pradesh
(SH:- Civil, WS & SI, EI, Fire Fighting, Fire Alarm system and
Surveillance System etc.)

INR 4.40
million

24 Months

To be qualified under this package, the Bidder should meet the following requirements

Qualifying Criteria Minimum Value (INR)
1. Minimum Average Annual Construction Turnover(AACT) for the last Five

(5) Financial Years [FYs, 2018-19, 2019-20,2020-21, 2021-22, 2022-23]
Equal to or more than

INR 440.00 million
2. Must demonstrate availability of Financial Resources (less its financial obligations for current

contract commitments), meets or exceeds the total requirement for the subject contract, as
detailed below;
Sole Bidder INR 55.00 million

i) For JV: One Partner must meet or exceed its required share of 40% INR 22.00 million
ii) For JV: Each Partner must meet or exceed its required share of 25% INR 14.00 million
iii) The combined financial resources of the Joint Venture must INR 55.00 million
3. Contracts of Similar Size and Nature:

1. Participation as a contractor, Joint Venture partner, or Subcontractor, in at least one contract
that has been satisfactorily and substantially completed* within the last 7 years and that is similar
to the proposed works, where the value of the Bidder’s participation exceeds INR 352.00 million.
2. Participation as a contractor, Joint Venture partner, or Subcontractor, in at least two contract
that has been satisfactorily and substantially completed* within the last 7 years and that is similar
to the proposed works, where the value of the Bidder’s participation exceeds INR 220.00 million.

Further details are indicated in the Section 3 – Evaluation and Qualification Criteria of the Bidding
Document.
2. Open Competitive Bidding (OCB) will be conducted in accordance with ADB’s “Single-Stage, Two-

Envelope” bidding procedure and is open to all Bidders from eligible countries of ADB.
3. To obtain further information and inspect the Bidding Documents, bidders should contact:

The Project Director
Sustainable and Inclusive Tourism Development Project in Himachal Pradesh
Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Board (HPTDB)
Department of Tourism and Civil Aviation
First Floor, U.S. Club
Shimla – 171 001, HP, India
Tel: +91-177-2659962, 2659926, Fax: +91-177-2659925
Email: projectdirector.adbhp@gmail.com, Website: www.himachaltourism.gov.in

4. For bid submission:
• Participating bidders should be registered in e-procurement portal www.hptenders.gov.in.
• Cost of Bid document in form of Demand Draft (DD) in favor of Project Director, Sustainable and

Inclusive Tourism Development Project in Himachal Pradesh, payable at Shimla
• Interested and eligible bidders may submit their complete proposal as prescribed in the Bid

Document along with the receipt of requisite Bid Security Amount and non-refundable Bid
Document Cost.

• Bids received without the payment of Bid Document Cost and/or Bid Security Amount shall be
summarily rejected.

• The Employer will not be responsible for any costs or expenses incurred by Bidders in connection
with the preparation or submission of Bids.

• Bids must be submitted online through e-procurement portal on or before the date and time
specified in the Bidding Document. Late bids will not be admitted by the e-procurement system.
The Employer will not be responsible for any delay in submission of bid due to any reason.

• Key dates

S. No. Event Date/Time
1. Online Publication 05.07.2024 at 1800 Hrs
2. Start Date of downloading of Bid document 08.07.2024 at 1800 Hrs
3. Pre-bid Meeting (online/off line) 15.07.2024 at 1500 Hrs
4 Date & time for start of online submission of Bids 03.08.2024 at 1800 Hrs
5. Deadline for online submission of Bids 08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs
6. Deadline for Physical submission of the following original

documents
a) Bid Security (in form of bank guarantee only)

08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs

b) Submission of cost of Bid document (in form of Demand Draft) 08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs
7. Date of opening of Technical bid 08.08.2024 at 1700 Hrs
8. Date of opening of Price bid) (Will be later intimated to all

technically responsive bidders
5. Any addendum, clarification to the bidder’s queries and corrigendum etc. will be published on

the e-proc web site www.hptenders.gov.in and will not be published in Newspapers. If any date
specified herein is a holiday, then the next working day will be considered for the activity and the time
will remain the same.

6. Right to revise or amend this notice and/or the Bid Document, fully or partially, prior to the last date
notified for submission of Bids or on any subsequent date is reserved by the Employer.

7. Pre-Bid meeting with the Bidders will be held at Office of the Project Director (address given below)
at 1500 Hrs. on 15.07.2024. Bidders interested in participating in the bids are advised to attend the
same through online or physically. Bidders are encouraged to visit the site, at their own cost, before
the Pre-Bid meeting/submission of Bid.

Sd/-
The Project Director

Sustainable and Inclusive Tourism Development Project in Himachal Pradesh
Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Board (HPTDB)

Department of Tourism and Civil Aviation
First Floor, U.S. Club

Shimla – 171 001, HP, India
Tel: +91-177-2659962, 2659926, Fax: +91-177-2659925

DPR HP-0141 Email: projectdirector.adbhp@gmail.com, Website: www.himachaltourism.gov.in
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Want to meet 

Emraan Hashmi?

Scan the 
QR code for all 
the details.

Actor Emraan Hashmi is 
set to star in season 2 of 
Showtime and you can get 
a chance to meet him at 
the upcoming edition of 
Stars In The City. Answer a 
simple question and stand 
a chance to meet the actor. 

City
Delhi

Hardik Pandya and Virat Kohli (far right) wave out to fans; 
Suryakumar Yadav and Rohit Sharma (right) dance to dhol beats

The Indian T20 squad, coach Rahul Dravid, BCCI president Roger Binny, secretary 
Jay Shah and Prime Minister Narendra Modi pose with the WT20 trophy

Dilli erupted in joy as the 
triumphant Indian cricket 
team returned home on 
Thursday morning, fresh 
from their T20 World Cup 
victory

When superfan Sudhir’s wish 
of supporting India at the 
WT20 came true, courtesy 
HT City, Fever FM and FDCI!!

The squad was
welcomed with a lavish

spread of mouthwatering
dishes, notably Virat Kohli’s 
beloved chhole bhature, at 

ITC Maurya, Delhi. What made it 
even more special was a 

trophy-themed cake adorned
with team pictures and

designed in Team
India colours

Captain Rohit Sharma shows off the trophy 
from the team bus; fans flocked the Indira 
Gandhi International Airport in the wee 
hours of Thursday to welcome Team India

(L-R) PM Modi with Kuldeep Yadav; Jasprit Bumrah, 
wife Sanjana Ganesan and their son Angad; the PM 
hugs Rishabh Pant   PHOTOS: INSTAGRAM AND X

With his face spray-painted with the 
Tricolour, India and Sachin superfan 
Sudhir Kumar Choudhary has, for the 
past two decades, been synonymous 
with the Men in Blue. But when 
shortage of funds came in the way of 
him rooting for Team India in the US 
and West Indies, HT City, Fever FM and 
Fashion Design Council of India (FDCI) 
stepped in. RJ Sharat of Fever FM came 
to know from Sudhir himself, that he 
couldn’t afford to travel and stay in the 
region that was hosting the WT20 2024, 
RJ Sharat and FDCI chairman Sunil Sethi 
arranged the necessary money, 
ensuring his travel, stay and match 
visits were possible. Sudhir, who was 

able to travel for the tournament only 
after the India v/s Pakistan game, was 
with the team, cheering them on till the 
last ball was bowled. As Rohit Sharma 
lifted the world cup, so did Sudhir! “It 
was one of the best feelings to have 
lifted the trophy!” he says. Such was his 
lucky charm, that BCCI secretary Jay 
Shah and India skipper Rohit Sharma 
decided to have him fly back with the 
rest of the team and media on the 
special charter flight for the team. 

“I’m happy that the team decided to
bring me along. I got a chance to speak 
with all the players and spend time 
with them,” says Sudhir.

                                              Samarth Goyal

Sunil 
Sethi

PHOTO: MANOJ VERMA/HT
PHOTOS: PTI, ANI, AFP, AP AND INSTAGRAM

PHOTO: X/

NARENDRAMODI

Sudhir 
Kumar 
Choudhary

THE CUP IS HOME!

PHOTO: 

ANURAG 

MEHRA/HT
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R
ecently, Minoo Vasudeva, a US-based 
fan of Sidharth Malhotra, took to X to
claim that she got duped of ₹50 lakh 
by a fan page of the actor, run by two

individuals named Aliza and Husna Parveen. 
After the news went viral, Malhotra took to 
Instagram, requesting fans to “exercise caution” 
in a note.

“I want to assure everyone reading this that 
neither I nor my family or team support any of 
this. I urge all of you to exercise caution when 
dealing with such matters. If you receive any 
suspicious requests, report them to the 
appropriate authorities and avoid spreading 
false information,” Malhotra wrote in the note.

Vasudeva had shared in her thread on X that
she was told fabricated stories about Malhotra’s 
life being in danger. And to save him from the 
situation, she was asked for money. She was 
also put in contact with an alleged member of 
Malhotra’s PR team and an informant. She paid 
weekly charges for insider information and 
interactions with the actor, which she now 
believes were fake. HTC

Sidharth calls for 
‘caution’ after a fan 
gets duped of ₹50L

Sidharth
Malhotra;
(inset) the

note he
shared on

Instagram
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/

SIDMALHOTRA

O
n Thursday morning, actor
Hina Khan shared a video 
of her hair cut, amid the
chemotherapy she is

undergoing for stage 3 breast 
cancer. 

The actor’s mother can be heard
wailing in the video with Khan being 
the rock for her and consoling her. 
She is seen cutting the first strand of 
hair herself, maintaining a smile on 
her face while the rest of her hair 
gets cut.

“To all the beautiful people out 
there, especially women who are 
fighting the same battle, I know it’s 
hard, I know for most of us, our hair 
is the crown we never take off. But 
what if you’re facing a battle so 

tough that you have to lose your 
hair— your pride, your crown? If 
you want to win you’ve got to take 
some tough decisions. And I choose 
to win,” she captioned the video. 

The 36-year-old, who announced
her cancer diagnosis on June 28, 
added: “I choose to let go of my 
beautiful hair before it starts falling 
off. I didn’t want to endure this 
mental breakdown for weeks. So, 
I choose to let go of my crown 
because I’ve realized my real crown 
is my COURAGE, my STRENGTH , 
and the love I have for myself.” 

Khan added in the video that she
is making a wig out of the shorn hair 
to use during this phase of her 
treatment. HTC

Amid chemo, 
Hina ‘chooses to 
win’ by letting go 
of beautiful hair

Hina Khan 
announced being 
diagnosed with 
stage 3 breast 
cancer last week
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/

REALHINAKHAN
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{ DAILY HOROSCOPE }  

Friday, July 05, 2024
Dr Prem Kumar Sharma (Astrologer and Vaastu expert) can be contacted at: Delhi: 011-47033152, 40532026 (Sat 
to Mon); Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874 (Tues to Thurs); Mumbai: 09716145644 (Last week of every month)
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Orhan 
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Manushi Chhillar

ARIES
MAR 21-APR 20

A
Bad eating habits may
affect your health. There
seems no problem on the
monetary front. Your view

regarding a change at home will be
appreciated. Those contemplating a
long journey are in for a great time.
LOVE FOCUS: Partying with lover gives
you an opportunity to unwind.
LUCKY NUMBER: 9 LUCKY COLOUR: Dark
Red 

TAURUS
APR 21-MAY 20

T
Weight watchers need to
put in more effort. Good
money is likely to be made
in speculation by some.

Homemakers may crave for a change
and plan a vacation. This is a good
time to invest in property.
LOVE FOCUS: Turn on your charm on
the romantic front and rejoice!
LUCKY NUMBER: 3 LUCKY COLOUR:

Purple 

GEMINI
MAY 21-JUN 21

G
Extending a helping hand
to someone is possible on
the fitness front. You will
feel secure in your

comfort zone at work. Changes at
home cannot be ruled out. Going on
a vacation with family is indicated.
LOVE FOCUS: Spending time with lover
in the lap of nature is indicated.
LUCKY NUMBER: 8  LUCKY COLOUR: Grey

CANCER
JUN 22-JUL 22

C
You can expect the
financial situation to
improve substantially.
This is the period when

you will get the opportunity to regain
lost ground. You will do well to bow
to the demands of a family elder.
LOVE FOCUS: Misunderstandings on
will be easily laid to rest.
LUCKY NUMBER: 1 LUCKY COLOUR:

Cream 

LEO
JUL 23-AUG 23

L
A lifestyle disease will
need to be kept in check.
You are likely to impress
those who matter at work.

The arrival of guests is likely to
brighten things. An outing is likely to
prove expensive, but enjoyable.
LOVE FOCUS: Young couples may feel
closer to each other than before.
LUCKY NUMBER: 5 LUCKY COLOUR:

Maroon 

VIRGO
AUG 24-SEP 23

I
It will be important to
choose the right training
for achieving peak fitness.
Those in the media or

films will find the going well. A trip to
a vacation by road will prove the
most exciting.
LOVE FOCUS: Arguments with a lover
may strain the relationship.
LUCKY NUMBER: 22 LUCKY COLOUR:

Saffron

LIBRA
SEP 24-OCT 23

l
You need to adopt a
balance of exercise and
diet to keep fit. Money will
beef up your financial

condition. An incident at home could
cause mental disturbance. 
LOVE FOCUS: Flaunting wealth may
not attract the one you secretly love.
LUCKY NUMBER: 1 LUCKY COLOUR: Light
Pink

SCORPIO
OCT 24-NOV 22

S
Don’t stake your health
just to have fun. A sibling
will extends all the help to
you. An enjoyable journey

by road is on the cards. Extra efforts
may be required by those appearing
for a competition.
LOVE FOCUS: Your caring nature will
help your relationship to blossom.
LUCKY NUMBER: 3 LUCKY COLOUR:

Peach 

SAGITTARIUS
NOV 23-DEC 21

s
Neglecting health due to a
busy schedule is possible
for some. Someone can
extend a helping hand on

the monetary front. A party at home
or an evening out for some special
occasion is indicated.
LOVE FOCUS: Your romantic life is set
to become even more colourful.
LUCKY NUMBER: 6 LUCKY COLOUR:

White

CAPRICORN
DEC 22-JAN 21

c
It is best not to eat the
junk food. Your efforts at
work are likely to come in
from praise for those who

matter. A contentious family issue
will be amicably resolved. Students
may crave a break from studies.
LOVE FOCUS: Efforts will be required to
move things on the romantic front.
LUCKY NUMBER: 3 LUCKY COLOUR: Light
Yellow

AQUARIUS
JAN 22-FEB 19

a
Wealth keeps the cash
register ringing. You can
be much sought after
professionally. You will be

able to handle a family situation with
competence and sensitivity.
LOVE FOCUS: A fantastic time is
indicated with the lover today.
LUCKY NUMBER: 6 LUCKY COLOUR: Navy
Blue 

PISCES
FEB 20-MAR 20

P
You will have to adopt a
healthier routine. Those
highly rated for their skills
can expect a favourable

day at work. Those in a joint family
can face a turbulent day. Travelling
with family is on the cards.
LOVE FOCUS: The one you secretly
admire may give you an opportunity.
LUCKY NUMBER: 4 LUCKY COLOUR:

Silver

PREMASTROLOGER                                  PREMASTROLOGER          ASKPREMASTROLOGER

T
he pre-wedding
celebrations of
businesspersons
Anant Ambani

and Radhika Merchant 
have kicked off once 
again in full swing at 
the Ambanis’ residence 
Antilia. On July 3, close 
friends and family 
members came together 
for the Mameru 
ceremony — a Gujarati 
custom when the 
maternal uncle (mama) 
of the bride brings 
sweets and gifts. HTC

Radhika Merchant
PHOTOS: YOGEN SHAH AND INSTAGRAM

(L-R) Isha 
Ambani, 
Akash Ambani, 
Shloka 
Mehta with 
Krishna and 
Aadiyashakti

Actor and Member of Parliament, Hema Malini honoured Sanjay Malik, CMD, 
Malik Music Events, with the Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Inspirational Award 2024 
for his work in music and entertainment over the past 37 years. HTC

(L-R) Abhishek Verma, Sanjay Malik, Hema Malini, Parvesh Ratan and 
Vinay Choudhary

Sanjay Malik 
honoured for his 

contribution in music 

Trend it like the 
Beckhams: David-Victoria 
rewear wedding outfits

To mark their 25th wedding anniversary, fashion designer and 
former Spice Girl Victoria Beckham and husband, former 
footballer David Beckham decided to wear their iconic purple 
Antonio Berardi outfits from their wedding reception in 1999, 
sitting on a royal throne. David captioned the post, “Look what we 
found…” PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ DAVIDBECKHAM

PHOTO: HTCS
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On the finale of HT City Friday 

Jam’s Season 9, rapper MC Square 

is all set to bring the house 

down in Gurugram

accolades in Bollywood too. 
“When I started this journey, I

wanted to showcase my roots and 
culture through music. Main 
gaaon mein pala-bada hoon, aur 
bachpan se Bollywood dekhte 
aaya hoon. The industry always 
seemed away from my reach; I 
felt it was beyond my dreams. 
Now, it feels good to be a part of 
it. I really hope Bollywood ke 
ustadon ke saath kaam karne ka 
mauka mile mujhe,” he signs off. 

Naina Arora

htcity@hindustantimes.com

R
apper MC Square aka
Abhishek Bensla’s motto
in life, to dream big and
achieve them, has earned

him a top spot among fans of the 
genre. Today, he’s ready to 
welcome an outpouring of love 
from hip-hop enthusiasts at the 
hot and happening finale of HT 
City & DLF CyberHub Friday 
Jam presented by Cantabil. 

For the Haryana-born rapper,
performing in the NCR is like 
homecoming. “Humesha maza 
aata hai, kyunki yahan apne log 
hain. They are the best critics 
and always like to see you grow,” 
he says. 

All set to bring the house 
down in Gurugram — a 
corporate hub — with his hits, 
the singer-songwriter says, 
“Main apne rap ke through, 
corporate walon ko message 
dena chahta hoon that whatever 
you’re doing, just keep at it, and 
whenever you feel burdened 
amid your busy schedule, just 
listen to music, and you will feel 
light.” 

The audience can expect him
to sing chartbusters like Laado, 
Ghani Sayaani, Rom Rom, apart 
from some surprise numbers. 
“Logon ko jo gaana chahiye hota 
hai main woh deta hoon. And I 
love the interaction (during 
performances) too,” shares the 
rapper, who stays rooted to his 
culture — a fact that fetched him 

HT CITY FRIDAY 

JAM: ARE YOU 

READY TO TAKE 

THE SQUARE 

ROUTE?

Presents

9

CATCH IT LIVE
What: HT City Friday

Jam Season 9
Where: Amphitheatre, DLF

CyberHub, Gurugram
When: July 5
Timing: 6pm

Nearest Metro Station: 
Sikanderpur on the Yellow 
Line and Cyber City (Rapid

Metro) 
Entry: Free

Falguni Mahajan and 
Kriti Kambiri

htcity@hindustantimes.com

O
ne of the topmost reasons
behind recent cancellation of
NEET and UGC-NET exams

has been cheating. Now, in a recent 
incident, a student from Delhi 
University’s (DU) School of Open 
Learning (SOL), who was asked to 
leave the exam hall in Shaheed 
Bhagat Singh College (SBSC) for 
using his mobile phone during the 
test, came back to avenge his 
punishment. The student, along 
with four of his peers, caused 
damage worth ₹2.5 lakh to the 
property (including an interactive 

smart classroom panel), as per 
footage collected from the CCTV.   

Narrating the incident, SBSC 
principal Arun Kumar Attree tells 
us, “The first-year student of BA 
(Prog) appeared for an exam on 
June 26 at the college, during which 
he was caught cheating with the 
help of his mobile phone. But, on 
June 30, he and his friends entered 
the restricted section of the college 
used for Faculty Development 
Programs (FDP) sessions only and 
wreaked havoc. We filed a 
complaint at the Malviya Nagar 
Police Station.” 

Payal Mago, director SOL, says,
“A disciplinary committee has been 
established to hear out the student 

and for the college to make an 
informed decision, which will be 
submitted within the next 15 days.”  

SOL STUDENTS FEEL LET 
DOWN  
“If someone is going to cheat like 
this and violate academic integrity, 
then what is the point of us slaving 
away, trying to score high marks,” 
rues Anshu Mishra, a final-year 
student of BA (Hons) English. 
Concurring with Mishra is 
Shashank Verma, a second-year 
MBA student, chimes in, “Incidents 
like this sully the reputation of all 
SOL students. Strict action must be 
taken against this person.”  

PRINCIPALS SAY... 
Bijayalaxmi Nanda, principal, 
Miranda House, says, “We can’t 
demonise all SOL students for the 
action of one. The solution is a two-
pronged approach — prevention (of 
such acts) through behavioural 
change, and campaigns and legal 
action to hold the wrongful 
accountable.” Meanwhile, Swati 
Pal, principal of Janki Devi 
Memorial College (JDMC), opines, 
“The difference between regular 
college students and others is the 
process of socialisation. The 
university could create centralised 
spaces to accommodate students 
during exams for an added sense of 
belonging and accountability.” 

A screengrab 
of the SBSC’s 
CCTV footage 
shows five 
individuals 
damaging an 
interactive 
smart 
classroom 
panel

P
Incidents like this

sully the reputation of
those SOL students

who are taking distance
learning course so they
can work while gaining

degrees. 
SHASHANK VERMA,  Second-year

MBA student, SOL

P
If SOL students

behave like this, it will
be difficult for any 

college authorities to 
conduct examinations for 

them because of all the 
extra effort needed.

RAMA SHARMA, Principal,

Hansraj College

#htcity@campus

SOL students vandalise SBSC to 
‘avenge’ punishment for cheating: 

Peers regret, principals debate

PHOTO: HTBS

FILE PHOTO: GOKUL VS/HT( FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSE ONLY)

Medha Shri Dahiya

htcity@hindustantimes.com

T
here is nothing conventional
about the spiritual leader Om
Swami. A successful founder

of an Australia-based IT company 
at 26, he renounced the luxurious 
life and wealth to take up sadhana 
in the Himalayas. Now, the award-
winning author of 15 books has 
come up with his latest title, The 
Legend of Goddess. 

“This is my most devotional and
important work so far,” says 
Swami, the winner of the French 
award, the Chronos Prize for 
Literature. The book traces the 
Vedic roots of what is considered 
one of the most powerful hymns 
in the world — Sri Suktam. 
“Emerging from the Rig Veda, the 
hymn comprises 16 sublime 

verses. It is the most potent 
sadhana, or spiritual discipline, of 
the Goddess of abundance,” says 
Swami, who has taken the vow of 
truth in action, words and 
thoughts. 

He now lives in a remote village
in the Himalayan foothills. On the 
days he’s not in sadhana, he guides 
his teams who run the businesses 
he has founded with the intention 
of creating a better world: Black 
Lotus — an app for guided 
meditation; Wildr — a toxicity-free 
social media app; Sadhana App — to 
revive the Sanatana Dharma.  

In The Legend of the Goddess, 
one can delight in the beautiful 
stories behind every verse, of 
which “some are untold but all 
true”. But if you are looking for 
more, the book offers rich 
background, practice and the 
meaning of the hymn. “Each verse 
also contains a mantra, which can 
be chanted independently of the 
rest of the Sri Suktam. I have 
provided the translation of each 
verse along with the mantras 
found in the verse,” says Swami, 
adding, “Believe it or not, the Sri 
Suktam Sadhna still works.”

Om Swami’s latest 
title comprises 
stories behind every 
verse of the Sri 

Suktam hymn

This book is my most 
devotional, sincere work 
so far: Om Swami

P
[In this book] Each verse contains a mantra, which 
can be chanted independently of the rest of the Sri 
Suktam.
OM SWAMI, Spiritual leader-author
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llSCHOOL EVENTl

ST. JOHN’S SCHOOL, GREATER 
NOIDA WEST, HOSTS 
WORKSHOP FOR TEACHERS

St. John’s School, Greater 
Noida West, in collabora-
tion with ANON Global 
Foundation, hosted a 
workshop for its teachers. 
The workshop, titled 
‘Understanding Neuroscience for Well-being’ 
was conducted by ANON Global Foundation 
founder and president Arti Girdhar and Shammi 
Proothi. This session focused on mental health 
and provided valuable insights for teachers on 
how to create a welcoming environment for 
students returning after the summer break. 
The workshop began with engaging warm-up 
activities that involved all teachers, >P2.

WORD POWER

Chockablock 
Chok-uh-blok, Adjective 

Meaning: Extremely full; crowded; jammed. 

Origin: First recorded in 1790-1800. Formed 
from chock, “wedge” + –a- (connective) + 
block, “solid mass of wood.” 

Synonyms: Brimming, loaded, filled, packed, 
brimful, bursting, chock-full, jammed 

Antonyms: Devoid, empty, blank, vacant, 
void, bare 

Usage: The festival grounds were 
chockablock with food stalls, music stages, 
and excited visitors. 

WISE WORDS »
People grow through experience 
if they meet life honestly and courageously. 
This is how character is built.

ELEANOR ROOSEVELT 

ing to 12,000 each year. Varanasi is
estimated to have recorded 10.2% of all
deaths (830 each year) during the
study period, which were attributable
to short-term PM2.5 exposure higher
than the WHO guideline value of 15
micrograms per cubic metres.

While in these cases, the numbers
may not be as surprising due to the
generally high air pollution, the study
also surprisingly revealed that cities
such as Chennai, Bengaluru and
Shimla, which largely meet the nation
standard, are estimated to have
recorded 4.8% of all deaths (2,100 each
year); 4.9% of all deaths (2,900 each
year) and 3.7% of all deaths (59 per
year).

The deaths are higher in Delhi, Var-
anasi, Kolkata etc because of higher
average exposure, possibly the nature
of sources and population according
to authors who said the purpose of the
study was not to compare the number
of deaths but to stress that cities that
are understood to have relatively low
pollution are also seeing high impact
on health.

“7·2% of all deaths were attributable
to PM2·5 concentrations higher than
the WHO recommended 15 μg/m³,
corresponding to 33627 annual deaths
across our ten cities (table). Delhi had
the largest attributable fraction and
highest attributable yearly deaths,”
the paper said. JAYASHREE NANDI

NEW DELHI: Air pollution exposure can
cause deaths even at levels much
lower than what is considered the
Indian national standard, according to
a new study published in Lancet Plan-
etary Health.

The report found that across 10
major cities in India — Delhi, Ahmed-
abad, Bangalore, Chennai, Hyderabad,
Kolkata, Mumbai, Pune, Shimla, and
Varanasi – around 33,000 deaths
every year are attributable to PM 2.5
pollution levels that breach the WHO
guideline of only 15 micrograms per
cubic metres. The national standard
for fine, particulate matter or PM 2.5
(24 hours) is 60 micrograms per cubic
metres.

In terms of proportion, Delhi
recorded the highest deaths attributa-
ble to air pollution across all cities
studied – 11.5% of all deaths – amount-

Air pollution exposure are deadly even at 
levels much lower than Indian norms: Study

A commuter in Delhi braves air pollution 

in November 2023 HT FILE

llNATIONl

Floods badly affect 
animals in Assam’s  
Kaziranga Park 
GUWAHATI:  Seventeen animals have
died so far due to drowning while 72
others rescued from flood waters
inside the famed Kaziranga National
Park, an official said on Thursday.

The animal mortality includes 11
hog deer due to drowning in the park
and five during treatment.

The forest officials rescued 63 hog
deer, two each of otter, sambar and a
scop owl and one each of a rhino calf,
Indian hare and a jungle cat.

Currently, 26 animals are under
treatment while 29 others have been
released after treatment, the official
said.Eleven animals had died due to
drowning while 65 others had been
rescued from flood waters in the
Kaziranga National Park till Wednes-
day.Out of the total 233 camps in the
Eastern Assam Wildlife Division, 141
are still inundated so far as against
the 173 on Wednesday. PTI

Ahom era Moidams 
recommended for 
Unesco heritage list
GUWAHATI: Ahom era Moidams, rest-
ing place of royal families, in Assam’s
Charaideo district have been recom-
mended for inclusion in the Unesco
World Heritage List by its interna-
tional advisory body ICOMOS.

The International Council on Mon-
uments and Sites (ICOMOS) has pre-
pared a report, Evaluations of Nomi-
nations of Cultural and Mixed Proper-
ties, for the 46th ordinary session of
the World Heritage Committee, to be
held in New Delhi on July 21-31.

The report, evaluated a total of 36
nominations, including 19 new ones,
received from across the globe and the
Ahom Moidam was the only applicant
from India. “ICOMOS recommends
that Moidams -- the Mound-Burial
System of the Ahom Dynasty, India, be
inscribed on the World Heritage List
on the basis of criteria (iii) and (iv),” it
said. PTI

cave art

WORLD’S 
OLDEST 
ARTWORK 
FOUND IN 
INDONESIA 

>P3

US Prez Biden rejects 
growing pressure to 
abandon his drive
WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden
vowed to stay in the 2024 presiden-
tial race during calls with campaign
staff and meetings with Democratic
lawmakers and governors on
Wednesday, as he sought to shake off
calls for him to drop out after his
shaky debate performance last week.

Biden dialed in to a call with wor-
ried members of his campaign team
and told them he wasn’t going any-
where, according to two sources
familiar with the call. “No one is
pushing me out. I’m not leaving. I’m
in this race to the end,” Biden said in
a separate email blast by his cam-
paign, urging supporters to “pitch in
a few bucks” to help defeat his
Republican rival Donald Trump in
the Nov. 5 presidential poll. REUTERS

Xi, Putin set out 
aims for Eurasian 
security grouping
ASTANA : Chinese President Xi Jinping
urged members of a regional security
club on Thursday to resist external
meddling, while President Vladimir
Putin was due to speak about creat-
ing a new Eurasian security system at
the group’s annual meeting. Putin
and Xi have expanded the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO), a
club founded in 2001 with Russia,
China and Central Asian nations, to
include India, Iran and Pakistan as a
counterweight to the West. REUTERS

Beryl heads towards 
Mexico after 
hammering Jamaica
KINGSTON, JAMAICA: Hurricane Beryl
powered towards Mexico and the
Cayman Islands early Thursday,
threatening strong winds and a
storm surge after battering Jamaica’s
southern coast.Beryl weakened to a
Category 3 storm overnight, sustain-
ing winds of 200 km an hour, but is
forecast to be “at or near major hurri-
cane intensity” while it passes by the
Caymans, according to the US
National Hurricane Center (NHC).

“Strong winds, dangerous storm
surge and damaging winds” were
expected across the Cayman Islands
overnight, the NHC said early on
Thursday. AFP

CITY LIGHTS

NEW DELHI: Rains in the national capital, first
a spell in the morning and another around
midday, led to significant traffic disruptions in
several areas.

The weather department, in their 12 pm
notification, said light intensity rain and driz-
zle will occur at a few places in South Delhi
and South-East Delhi (Akshardham, Lodi
Road, Nehru Stadium, Defence Colony, Lajpat
Nagar, Malviya Nagar, Kalkaji, Tughlakabad,
East of Kailash, Chhattarpur, IGNOU, Ayana-
gar, and Deramandi) in the next two hours.

According to India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD), 9.2 mm of rainfall was recorded
at Safdarjung, the city’s primary weather sta-
tion, 7.4 mm at Lodhi Road, 5.6 mm at Ridge,
17.4 mm at Palam, and 40.8 mm at Ayanagar
in the last 24 hours at 8.30 am on July 4.

In the wake of the rains, long lines of vehi-
cles were witnessed on the roads. Delhi’s min-
imum temperature settled at 24.8 degrees Cel-
sius, three notches below the season’s aver-

Rains cause traffic disruptions galore in Delhi

People venture out amid the rain in New Delhi on 

Thursday RAJ K RAJ/HT

age, the weather department said. 
The meteorological department had pre-

dicted a generally cloudy sky with light rain
during the day. PTI

NEW DELHI: The Women and Child Develop-
ment department of the Delhi government has
taken over the management of the Women
Helpline number 181 that was previously han-
dled by the Delhi Commission for Women.

The helpline number 181 began receiving
calls at the Control Room from 4.58 pm on
Wednesday. By 2 pm on Thursday, the helpline
had received a total of 1,024 calls.

Delhi Women and Child Development minis-
ter, Kailash Gahlot, said, “The Women Helpline
181 has resumed its operation now under the
ambit of the WCD as a robust support system

Women, child development department takes control 
of helpline no. 181 from Delhi Commission for Women

for women in Delhi. We aim to ensure that
every call is handled with the utmost care and
that women in distress receive timely and effec-
tive assistance.

“The Delhi government is committed to
addressing issues of violence, abuse and other
concerns faced by women, reinforcing our ded-
ication to their safety and well-being,” he said.

The Women Helpline number 181 receives
approximately 40,000 calls each month. It is a
toll-free, 24-hour telecom service providing
support and information to women seeking
assistance. PTI

thousands greet cricket heroes

T2O WORLD CHAMPS BACK 
HOME TO ROUSING WELCOME

>P4,5

llWORLDl

Above, Fans throng the 

Marine Drive ahead of an 

open-bus victory parade 

in Mumbai on Thursday. 

Right, Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi with the 

T20 World Cup  winning 

team in New Delhi 

on Thursday.  PTI

uk poll
LABOUR 
TIPPED FOR 
HISTORIC 
WIN AS 
VOTERS GO 
TO POLLS 

>P3

Keir StarmerAP
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Twice honoured with the prestigious
ATL of the Month award in a year,
Modern School, Noida, stands out as
a beacon of innovation & discovery.
In the bustling educational landscape
of Noida, this school exemplifies a
commitment to pioneering excel-
lence.  Eschewing rote learning, it has
adopted a progressive approach.
Here students are seen not as vessels
to be filled but as flames to be ignited,
driven by curiosity and inquiry. 

Founded in 1987 under the aegis of
the Digamber Jain Society for Child
Welfare, Modern School, Noida, is the
vision of the late Dr. S.D. Jain, an
eminent educationist and philanthro-
pist. With two sprawling campuses in
Sector 11 and Sector 12, the school
boasts an infrastructure of interna-
tional standards, designed to meet
the diverse needs of today’s youth. 

This school offers state-of-the-art
facilities, including synthetic indoor
sports grounds, an Olympic-sized
swimming pool, a grand auditorium,
fully equipped science and computer
labs, and an advanced ATL lab. The
school also features modern digital
classrooms, a comprehensive library,
and a robust ERP system for efficient
digital communication. A reliable
transport network, enhanced with
CCTV surveillance, ensures safety
and accessibility, even for students
from remote areas. 

Affiliated with CBSE, Delhi, the
school provides education from Pre-
Nursery to Grade 12, covering sci-
ence, commerce, and humanities
streams. At the core of this cchool’s
philosophy is a devotion to scientific
inquiry, where each student is a pro-
tagonist in their own educational
journey.  The school seamlessly

Forging new paths, this 
institute stands out as beacon 
of innovation and discovery

blends scientific pedagogy with inno-
vative learning techniques, creating
an empowering, student-centric envi-
ronment. It also encourages students
to participate in initiatives like
INSPIRE-MANAK, organised by the
Department of Science & Technology
in collaboration with the National
Innovation Foundation – India (NIF).
This programme engages students
aged 10-15 from Classes 6-10, aiming
to ignite creativity and innovation. 

Participation in Olympiads is
another testament to the school’s
commitment to academic excellence.
These competitions provide students
with opportunities for self-assess-
ment and to benchmark their knowl-
edge against peers nationwide. The
pursuit of excellence at Modern
School extends to its administrative
staff, educators, and parents. Regular
workshops and seminars ensure that
everyone remains updated on the lat-
est educational trends and methodol-
ogies, fostering a culture of continu-
ous improvement and learning. Not
only in the arena of academics but
also empowering the students in the
area of sports by providing experi-
ence in national-level events. 

Recently, Modern School hosted
the prestigious National Judo Cham-
pionship, showcasing the athletic
prowess and dedication of its partici-
pants. This event, filled with fervor
and finesse, highlighted the school’s
commitment to nurturing physical as
well as intellectual development. 

The school regularly hosts exhibi-
tions, allowing students to showcase
their innovative projects and creative
pursuits. This involvement across
academics, sports, debate, music, and
art helps students explore their
potential, collaborate in team efforts,
and conduct themselves with grace
in various aspects of life. 

At Modern School, Noida, educa-
tion is viewed as a holistic process,
nurturing emotional, physical, men-
tal, and spiritual growth. The integra-
tion of value education with innova-
tive practices ensures that students
develop a well-rounded perspective,
blending timeless wisdom with mod-
ern knowledge. This harmonious
approach to learning leaves a lasting
impact on students, preparing them
for a future filled with possibilities. 

The school features modern digital classrooms, a 
comprehensive library, and a robust ERP system 
for efficient digital communication 

Once again, the students of the
school earned a comprehensive
range of excellent individual scores
that epitomizes their excellence &
hard work. It was heartening to see
the tremendous success achieved by
students who exceeded their own
wildest dreams. The school
expressed gratitude to the mentors
who never lost faith in students. The
school extended its congratulations
to students on their resounding suc-
cess. And also to their families and 

Teachers -- all of whom have con-
tributed to students’ achievements. 
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Place numbers into
the puzzle cells so
that each row and
column contains each
of the digits from 1 to 
5. No number is to be 
repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-out
lined cells contain a hint 
of a number and one of 
the mathematical sym-
bols + x - /. The number 
is the result of the 
operation represent-
ed by the symbol to the 
digits contained. 

SUDOKU

SCRAMBLE

MATHDOKU

SUDOKU SOLUTIONS

MATHDOKU SOLUTION

SCRAMBLE Solution Words: 
Polio, joist, clingy, Favour

Answer: In spite of the cost of living, it’s still popular.  - Kathleen Norris

Solve the four 
anagrams and
move one
letter to each
square to form 
four ordinary  
words

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the answer to the 
riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

In spite of the ___ __ __, it’s still popular.  - Kathleen Norris (4,2,6)
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STJOI 

GIYCLN 
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LOGIC MAGIC GET, SET, GO!

In a kilometre race, Dinky beat Chinky by 40 
metres or 7 seconds. Find Dinky's time on 
the racetrack.

Answer: Yes (If Neha is a working person then she is a 
working person looking at Mihir, who is a student. If Neha 
is a student, then Sumit, who is a working person, is 
looking at her. Either way, the statement is correct.) 

Answer: As Dinky beat Chinky by 40 metres or 7 seconds, 
it means that Chinky was lagging behind by 7 seconds, in 
which she covered 40 metres of the track. 

The total length of the track is 1 kilometre i.e. 1000 
metres. 

If Chinky ran 40 metres in 7 seconds, she ran 1000 metres 
in (1000x 7) ÷ 40 = 175 seconds Dinky's time on the 
racetrack was 7 seconds less i.e. 175 - 7 = 168 seconds. 

Sumit is 
looking at 
Neha. Neha is 
looking at 
Mihir.Sumit is a 
working person 
Mihir is a 
student, and we don’t 
know if Neha is a 
working person or a 
student. 

From the above statements can we say that 
a working person is looking at a student? 

MIND GAMES

Grand Columbus International
School, Sector 16, Faridabad, congrat-
ulated its two students Arnav Saini
and Ishant Rajput, for qualifying in
JEE Advanced to make it to IITs, and
also other students for their success
in JEE Mains & JEE Advanced. The
school proudly shared highlights
from another set of outstanding JEE
Advanced results.  Nine students
qualified in JEE Advanced & JEE
Mains. Annat Gupta, Krrish Raina,
Deepakshi Mathur, Lavanya Sharma,
Smera Sharma, Dhruv Gulyani, and
Parth Raina were other qualifiers . 

Two students of Grand Columbus Int’l School, 
Sector 16, Faridabad, shine in JEE Advanced

Ishant Rajput(left) & Arnav Saini  of Grand Columbus Int’l School qualified in JEE Advanced

tance of a holistic approach to health
and its impact on personal and pro-
fessional life. 

During the event, school principal
Reeja Ninan was honoured with a
memento by Arti Girdhar. The prin-
cipal expressed her gratitude for the
enlightening session and presented

them with tokens of appreciation.
The workshop ended with a vote of
thanks by Saba Zaidi. Overall, the ses-
sion was a rich tapestry of experien-
ces for the teachers, equipping them
with the knowledge and skills to pre-
pare their students for the future
with multidimensional strength. 

The event focused on mental health & provided valuable insights for teachers on
how to create a good environment for students returning after summer break

St. John’s School, Greater Noida
West, in collaboration with ANON
Global Foundation, hosted a work-
shop for its teachers. The workshop,
titled ‘Understanding Neuroscience
for Well-being’ was conducted by
ANON Global Foundation founder
and president Arti Girdhar and
Shammi Proothi. 

This session focused on mental
health and provided valuable insights
for teachers on how to create a wel-
coming environment for students
returning after the summer break.
The workshop began with engaging
warm-up activities that involved all
teachers, setting a participative tone
for the session. 

Proothi elaborated on the signifi-
cance of mental health and the role of
neuroscience in promoting well-be-
ing. She explained that wellbeing
encompasses various dimensions,
including physical, mental, cognitive,
social, and spiritual health. These
aspects collectively contribute to a
balanced and healthy release of dif-
ferent chemicals in our bodies. 

Proothi emphasized that fostering
well-being means utilizing one’s full
potential and navigating life’s com-
plexities by appreciating and
embracing them. 

The session highlighted the impor-

St. John’s School, Greater Noida 
West, hosts workshop for teachers

llSCHOOL REPORTSl

Shalom Hills Int’l School, G’gram, shines at Shri Utsav 2024 
Shalom Hills International School,
Gurugram, emerged triumphant as 

champions at the prominent Shri
Utsav 2024, which was hosted by The
Shri Ram School Aravali. 

With the illuminating guidance of
its founder and chairperson Lilly
George, whose zeal and exuberance
reflects brightly upon children, Shal-
omites showcased outstanding prow-
ess in the theatre & dance categories.

 Their energetic dance and excep-
tional theatrical skills won them the
highly coveted awards for best per-
formance in both the categories,
along with the best choreography, &
best costume in dance category. The
school’s stellar performances capti-
vated the audience and judges alike,

earning them resounding applause
and acclaim. 

Under the guidance of its Sherpa
and vice-chairman Dennis George,
the school reinforced its commit-
ment to excellence in the co-curricu-
lar field, providing multiple plat-
forms for students to showcase their
creativity, talent, and teamwork. 

The school’s proud and elated
dancers and actors received the tro-
phies with great excitement. 

It was a testament to their skill and
proficiency. Shalom Hills Interna-
tional extended its gratitude to The
Shri Ram School, Aravali, for orga-
nising that esteemed event and pro-
viding a platform for schools to cele-
brate the performing arts. 

The school’s proud and elated dancers 
and actors received trophies with zeal

Riddhima Takkiar of KDB School,
Ghaziabad, secured the All India
Rank 3 in the Class 12 CBSE examina-
tion, scoring 99.6% marks – the high-
est in the district.  The foundation of
this pinnacle of success lies in her
devotion, dedication and persever-
ance supported by strong notion that
excellence is not achieved overnight
but is the result of consistent effort
and a commitment to academic rigor.

Riddhima’s saga of unmatched
potential reflected through her per-
fect scores in English, political sci-
ence and psychology. It was a roller
coaster ride swaying between good
and not so good moments but she
embraced challenges as opportuni-
ties for growth, channelising set-
backs into steppingstones towards
her goal.  Winning is not by chance, it
is a choice for both Riddhima & her
school, as for this stellar achievement
the role of the school and teachers is
of paramount importance.

  From concept clarity to timely
revision, from notes to mock prac-
tice, the teachers remained the aca-
demic anchors to help her cross the
ocean of knowledge. 

A cheerful girl, who enjoys each
moment of life, inspires countless
others to strive for excellence by stay-
ing honest in their tasks and targets
while she herself aims to pursue the
Psychology (Honours) course from
Delhi University. 

RIDDHIMA TAKKIAR 
OF KDB SCHOOL, 
GHAZIABAD, 
SECURES AIR 3 IN 
CBSE CLASS 12 EXAM

Riddhima Takkiar scored 99.6% 
marks  in Class 12 CBSE examination – 
the highest in Ghaziabad district

Ideal Public School, Lakkadpur, 
inaugurates its cricket academy 
Ideal Public School, Lakkadpur, inau-
gurated its Ideal Cricket Academy
with all fervour. It was the great day
for all the students and the teachers
as the school headmaster inaugu-
rated the academy by cutting a rib-
bon. The inauguration ceremony was
attended by all the heads along with
the children. 

The school received a wonderful
response on the first day of the Acad-
emy. School’s PTI as well as cricket
coach Neeraj Bhadana were hon-
oured by school director-principal
Sudesh Bhadana who wished all the
best to the coach and students for a
better future. 

School authorities also praised the
step taken by the school as it could
give students a better opportunity to
achieve success in the field. 

It was the great day for all students and teachers as 
the school headmaster inaugurated the academy 

llMODERN SCHOOL, NOIDA: A CENTRE OF EXCELLENCEl
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from the archives of the Hindustan TimesH T  C H R O N I C L E

In which year did US 

President Lyndon B. 

Johnson announce that an 

agreement had been 

reached between the US 

and the Soviet Union to 

begin talks "in the nearest 

future" on limitation and 

reduction of nuclear 

weapons as well as their 

delivery systems?    
A. 1963 B. 1965
C. 1968 D. 1970

On July 2, 1978, nearly 
600 Super-Fortresses, 
the greatest air fleet 
sent against Japan, 
dropped a record weight 
of incendiaries on four 
Japanese cities. What 
was the weight of 
incendiaries?   
A. 3,700 tonnes 
B. 4,000 tonnes 
C. 4,200 tonnes 
D. 4,650 tonnes 

On July 2, 1966, France 
condemned the American 
bombing of Hanoi and 
Haiphong in North Vietnam.  
Who was the President of 
France that time?

A. Charles de Gaulle 
B. Alain Poher 
C. Georges Pompidou 
D. Francois Mitterand

CONTENT FOR QUIZ CALLOUT
Send in your answers separated by commas to

htpacedelhi@hindustantimes.com

(For example: 1-A, 2-C, 3-D … and so on) Subject Line: Answers for Quiz #05072024

Send in your entry by July 11, 2023. Remember: Earlier you respond, better your chances 
to win. The quiz is open only to school students. 

Answers to quiz #28062024

7. June 23 

8. 1971 

9. 1978  

10. 2009 

11. 50 years  

12. 1969 

1. June 25

2. 43  

3. England  

4. 1980 

5. 1996 

6. Srinagar 

10

1211

2

On which day in July 
1947 did Herbert Morri-
son, Leader of the House 
of Commons, announce 
that the India Indepen-
dence Bill Will be 
presented to Parliament 
the next day?    
A. July 1 B. July 4
C. July 7 D. July 9

In which year were three 
Russian cosmonauts found 
dead in their Soyuz 11 space 
capsule after it made an 
apparently flawless 
landing back on earth?  
A. 1969  B. 1971
C. 1974  D. 1980

On which day in 1971 did 
Soviet Union place Salyut, a 
25-ton orbiting laboratory, 
into Earth orbit?      

A. Jan 13  B. Apr 19

C. Aug 10  D. Nov 30

In which year did the 
management of the 
‘Hindustan Times’ take 
formal occupation of their 
new premises in Connaught 
Circus, New Delhi?    
A. 1924 B. 1929
C. 1934 D. 1937 

In which year did Dr Bidhan 
Chandra Roy, former 
chief minister of West 
Bengal, breathe his last?  

A. 1959 B. 1962

C. 1965 D. 1967 

6

7

5

4

On which day in July 
1982 did the Indian 
government 
announce that colour 
TV sets to be made 
would cost Rs 7,500 in 
Delhi including all 
taxes?   
A. July 4 B. July 7
C. July 12 D. July 20

 

In which year did 
English comic actor and 
filmmaker Charlie Chaplin 
complain of a cinema 
merchant who, without a 
by-your leave, had 
prepared a moving 
picture of his early life?    
A. 1919 B. 1927
C. 1931 D. 1935

How old was Dr Bidhan 
Chandra Roy, former chief 
minister of West Bengal, 
when he died?    
A. 75 Years B. 77 Years
C. 80 Years D. 84 Years

On which day in July 
1962 did Purushottam 
Das Tandon, former 
Congress president, 
breathe his last?  
A. July 1 B. July 12
C. July 17 D. July 23

1 3

Quiz no. 05072024
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Agence France-Presse

PARIS: It may not look like much ––
just a flaking image of three people
around a big red pig. But the humble
cave painting discovered in Indone-
sia is the oldest known narrative art-
work ever made by human hands,
dating back more than 51,000 years,
new research said on Wednesday.

“This is the oldest evidence of sto-
rytelling,” Maxime Aubert, an
archaeologist at Australia’s Griffith
University, told AFP.

Aubert was part of the team that
identified the previous record holder
in 2019, a hunting scene found in a
nearby Indonesian cave then esti-
mated to be nearly 44,000 years old.

The latest discovery, which was
dated using a new laser technique,
marks “the first time we’ve passed
the 50,000-year barrier,” said Aubert,
a co-author of a new study in Nature
describing the find.

That early humans were able to
tell such a “sophisticated” story
through art could rewrite our under-
standing of human cognitive evolu-
tion, he added.“Our discover y sug-
gests that storytelling was a much
older part of human history... than
previously thought,” study co-author
archaeologist Adam Brumm said. 

New laser dating 

For the discovery, the researchers
used a new method that uses lasers
and computer software to create a
“map” of rock samples.

This laser ablation technique is
more precise, easier, quicker,
cheaper, and requires much smaller
rock samples than the previous ura-
nium series method, Aubert said.

The team first tested the new tech-
nique on the previous record holder.

It determined that the hunting
scene was actually at least 48,000
years old -- 4,000 years older than the

uranium series method determined
in 2019. The team then tried the laser
method out on a previously undated
painting first spotted in a cave on
Indonesia’s Sulawesi island in 2017.

It was found to be least 51,200
years old, smashing the previous
record.The painting shows three peo-
ple around a wild pig.

“We don’t know exactly what
they’re doing,” Aubert admitted.

He speculated that the paintings
were likely made by the first group of
humans who moved through South-
east Asia before arriving in Australia
around 65,000 years ago. “It’s proba-
bly just a matter of time before we
find samples that are older,” Aubert
added.

Art gap mystery 

Humans first evolved in Africa more
than 300,000 years ago.

The first images known to have
been made by humans are simple
lines and patterns made in ochre
found in South Africa dating back

100,000 years. But then there is a
“huge gap” in human art until the
Indonesian cave paintings 50,000
years later, Aubert said.

“The question is, why is it not
everywhere?” One theory is that art-
work elsewhere did not survive all
those millennia. Another is that
ancient art could still be out there
waiting to be discovered.

Previously the first narrative art
was thought to have emerged in
Europe. 

A “lion man” statue found in Ger-
many has been dated to around
40,000 years ago. The date given for
the Indonesian cave art is “quite pro-
vocative” because it is so much older
than what has been found elsewhere,
including in Europe, said anthropolo-
gist Chris Stringer.

“In my view this find reinforces the
idea that representational art was
first produced in Africa, before
50,000 years ago, and the concept
spread as our species spread,” he told
AFP.

llPAINTING DATES BACK TO MORE THAN 51,000 YEARSl

World’s oldest artwork discovered in 
Indonesian cave,  it shows humans and pig

IN THE LIMELIGHT

India outwitted South Africa by seven
runs to lift the T20 World Cup in a see-
saw final in Bridgetown, Barbados, on
Saturday (June 29). It was India’s sec-
ond T20 World Cup title and the first
ICC trophy since 2013. 

Rohit Sharma won the toss and
opted to bat. Kohli (76), Axar Patel (47),
and Shivam Dube (27), were the chief
contributors in India’s 176 for seven. In
South Africa’s run chase, India’s pacers

New criminal laws
New criminal laws came into effect in
India on Monday, bringing major
changes in its criminal justice system.
The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
and the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam
take into account some of the current
social realities and modern-day crimes.
The new laws replace the British-era
Indian Penal Code, Code of Criminal
Procedure and the Indian Evidence
Act, respectively. From now on, all
fresh FIRs will be registered under the
BNS. Cases filed earlier will continue to
be tried under the old laws. 

France elections 
The far-right National Rally (RN) of
Marine Le Pen dominated the June
30 first round of
snap legislative
polls called by
French president
Emmanuel Macron
after his camp was
trounced in Euro-
pean elections last
month. France
votes on July 7 in the final round of
polls to choose representatives in the
577-seat National Assembly, the
lower and more prominent house of
Parliament. In the first round, voters
handed the RN about 33% of the vote,
bringing it to the brink of power. The
New Popular Front (NFP) leftist alli-
ance was second with about 28%
while Macron’s  group was third with
around 20%. 

New Army chief
Gen Upendra Dwivedi on Sunday
(June 30) became the 30th Chief of
the Army Staff,
taking over from
Gen Manoj Pande
who retired from
the post. Before
this, Gen Dwivedi
was the Vice
Chief  o f  the
Army. Prior to
taking charge as the Vice Chief of the
Army Staff on Feb 19, Gen Dwivedi
was the General Officer Command-
ing-in-Chief of Northern Command
from 2022-2024. With a distin-
guished career spanning nearly 40
years, Gen Dwivedi has been hon-
oured with the Param Vishisht Seva
Medal, Ati Vishisht Seva Medal and
three GOC-in-C Commendation
Cards.

Agence France-Presse

LONDON: Britain voted Thursday in a
general election widely expected to
hand the opposition Labour party a
landslide win and end nearly a dec-
ade-and-a-half of Conservative rule. 

The first national ballot since Boris
Johnson won the Tories a decisive vic-
tory in 2019 follows Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak’s surprise call to hold it
six months earlier than required. 

His gamble looks set to backfire
spectacularly, with polls throughout
the six-week campaign pointing to a
heavy defeat for his right-wing party.

That would almost certainly put
Labour leader Keir Starmer, 61, in
Downing Street, as leader of the larg-
est party in parliament. 

Centre-left Labour is projected to
win its first general election since
2005 by historic proportions, with a
flurry of election-eve polls all forecast-
ing its biggest-ever victory. 

‘People are not satisfied’ 

Voting began at 7:00 a.m. (0600 GMT)
in more than 40,000 polling stations
across the country, from church halls,
community centres and schools to
more unusual venues such as pubs
and even a ship. 

Sunak was among the early birds,
casting his ballot at his Richmond and
Northallerton constituency in York-
shire, northern England. Starmer
voted around two hours later in his
north London seat.  Voting closes at
10:00 p.m. (2100 GMT). Broadcasters
then announce exit polls. 

Results from the UK’s 650 constitu-
encies trickle in overnight, with the
winning party expected to hit 326
seats -- the threshold for a parliamen-
tary majority -- as dawn breaks Friday.

Polls suggest voters will punish the
Tories after 14 years of often chaotic

rule and could oust a string of govern-
ment ministers, with talk that even
Sunak himself might not be safe. 

That would make him the first sit-
ting Prime Minister not to retain his
seat in a general election. 

“I appreciate people have frustra-
tions with our party,” he conceded on
Wednesday. “But tomorrow’s vote... is
a vote about the future.” 

Endorsements 

Sunak, 44, is seen as having run a dis-
mal campaign, with anger over his
decision to leave D-Day commemora-
tions in France early the standout
moment. 

In new blows Wednesday, The Sun
newspaper switched allegiance to
Labour -- a key endorsement given the
tabloid has backed the winner at every
election for several decades. 

It follows the Financial Times, the
Economist and The Sunday Times as
well as traditionally left-leaning
papers The Guardian and The Daily
Mirror, also endorsing the party. 

Meanwhile, three large-scale sur-
veys indicated Labour was on the

brink of a record victory, with the
Tories set for their worst-ever result
and the centrist Liberal Democrats
resurgent in third. 

YouGov, Focaldata and More in
Common all projected Labour would
secure at least 430 seats, topping the
418 under Tony Blair in 1997. 

The Conservatives could plunge to
a record low of less than 127, the trio
predicted.  The Lib Dems were tipped
to scoop dozens of seats -- up from
their current tally of 15 -- while Nigel
Farage’s anti-immigrant Reform UK
party was set to win a handful. 

YouGov and More in Common both
forecast the Brexit figurehead would
finally become an MP at the eighth
time of asking. 

 ‘Decade of national renewal’  

If the predictions are accurate, Sunak
will on Friday visit head of state King
Charles III to tender his resignation as
prime minister. 

Starmer will meet the monarch
shortly after to take up his invitation
to head the next government -- and
become prime minister. 

lVOTERS WILL PUNISH TORIES AFTER 14 YEARS OF OFTEN CHAOTIC RULE: POLLSl

Biden-Trump debate
US President Joe Biden has vowed to
stay in the 2024 presidential race  and
insisted that he is fit for re-election
despite his shaky debate perform-
ance last week. In the face-off with
Trump on Thursday, Biden mumbled
under his breath and  lost his train of
thought at times. While initial sur-
veys showed that Trump enjoyed a
lead over Biden, subsequent polls
revealed that the incumbent presi-
dent had closed the gap with Trump.

This handout image released by Griffith University shows an artwork which was 

first spotted in a cave on Indonesia's Sulawesi island in 2017. It is a patchy sketch 

of three people surrounding a pig. A new research shows that this humble cave 

painting is the oldest known narrative artwork ever made by human.                                   AFP

picked two early wickets before a
58-run stand between opener Quinton
de Kock (39) and Tristian Stubbs (52)
put their team back in the game. Hein-
rich Klaasen’s aggressive 52 almost
upset India’s plans.

South Africa needed 20 runs off the
last 12 balls with David Miller and
Keshav Maharaj in the centre. Jasprit
Bumrah picked up a wicket and con-
ceded only six runs off his last two
overs. Hardik Pandya defended 16 runs
in the last over and Suryakumar Yadav
took a sensational catch at the long-off
boundary. South Africa mustered just
169 for eight. Kohli and Bumrah were
adjudged the Player of the Match and
of the Championship, respectively.
Kohli and Sharma announced their
retirement from T20 internationals at
the venue. The result was a fitting fare-
well to coach Rahul Dravid.

Labour tipped for historic win
as UK voters go to the polls 

Britain's opposition Labour Party leader Keir Starmer and his wife Victoria Starmer 

outside a polling station in London on Thursday REUTERS

India pip South Africa to lift T20 World Cup 
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llINDIA BLEEDS BLUE!l

World champs 
are back home
India’s T20 World Cup-winning stars returned home to a 
a euphoric reception in New Delhi on Thursday, with 
hundreds of fans lining up to express support despite 
rains and heavy security arrangements. Prime Minister 
hosted the team at his official residence where the 
cricketers spent close to two hours. Hundreds of 
supporters holding placards congratulated their 
favourites. There was dancing, there were multiple cakes 
and there were fans on streets showing just why cricket 
is the most passionately followed sport in the country. 
The weary players joined in the fun after arriving at the 
hotel from airport to complete the party atmosphere. 

Board of Control for Cricket in India President Roger Binny and  Secretary
 Jay Shah with skipper Rohit Sharma at the IGI airport on Thursday PTI

Captain of the India T20  team, Rohit Sharma, breaks into a jig in the company of 
artistes on the team’s arrival at a hotel in New Delhi on Thursday PTI

Captain Rohit Sharma strikes a pose with the World Cup aboard a charter flight from Barbados to New Delhi on Thursday BCCI

A cake prepared to welcome the winning team in New Delhi 
on Thursday. PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi flanked by skipper Rohit Sharma, head coach Rahul Dravid and other members 
of the winning team in New Delhi on Thursday                                                                                                                                                                 ANI

Enthusiastic fans welcome the victorious team at the IGI Airport in New Delhi on Thursday         PTI
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see you light up the Bernabeu.” That
Mbappé can now end Ronaldo’s
European Championship career —
who knows, it might even be his last
ever major tournament — adds an
intriguing subplot to a match that
will be watched around the world.

“Let’s go, let’s go to war,” Ronaldo
said of the match against France,
whom he considers as the top con-
tender at Euro 2024 along with Spain.

He said he was driven to tears
against Slovenia not at the prospect
of elimination but because his main
motivation these days is “making
people happy” and he had a penalty
saved in extra time.

“I’m moved by all that football
means — by the enthusiasm I have
for the game, the enthusiasm for see-

MANCHESTER: Manchester United
manager Erik ten Hag has signed a
contract extension through to 2026,
the Premier League club said Thurs-
day.

The Dutchman has won back-to-
back trophies in his first two years at
Old Trafford, but faced uncertainty
over his position after leading it to its
worst league finish in 34 years last
season. United decided to stick with
Ten Hag and he has now agreed a
new deal, which is a one year exten-
sion on his previous contract, which
was due to expire at the end of the
upcoming season.

“Looking back at the past two
years, we can reflect with pride on
two trophies and many examples of
progression from where we were
when I joined,” Ten Hag said. “How-

llWIMBLEDONl

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic in action during his second round match against 
Britain's Jacob Fearnley at the ongoing Wimbledon Championships, in 
London, on  Thursday. REUTERS

ever, we must also be clear that there
is still lots of hard work ahead to
reach the levels expected of Man-
chester United, which means chal-
lenging for English and European
titles. In my discussions with the
club, we have found complete unity
in our vision for reaching those goals,
and we are all strongly committed to
making that journey together.”

Ten Hag joined United from Ajax
in 2022 and won the English League
Cup. He followed that up last season
with the FA Cup win.

He stays on in the face of a major
overhaul of United’s football opera-
tions by new co-owner Jim Ratcliffe.
British billionaire Ratcliffe bought a
27.7% stake in the club in February
and has hired a new CEO, sporting
director and technical director.

Manchester United manager Erik ten Hag celebrates with the FA Cup trophy. REUTERS

llFOOTBALLl

Erik ten Hag to stay at Man United till 2026

BENGALURU: At times, she misses the
carefree pleasures her peers enjoy
and occasionally experiences a sense
of solitude, but all of that has been
worth it for 14-year-old swimmer
Dhinidhi Desinghu, who is gearing up
to fulfil her dream of competing at
the Olympics later this month.

The Bengaluru swimmer, who
studies in class ninth, is set to be the
youngest member of the Indian con-
tingent at the Paris Olympics.

“Sometimes I miss the fun gener-
ally kids of my age have. I do not go
out much with friends and feel lonely.
But then I wanted to swim and I
wanted to go to the Olympics,” Dhin-
idhi said. “I am the one who chose
this path for me. With that comes a
lot of sacrifices but I do feel different,
extraordinary and proud. At 14, I am

going to the Olympics, so all the sacri-
fices are worth it,” she added.

The Olympic cycle has been an
underwhelming one for Indian swim-
ming as none of the swimmers were
able to breach either the ‘A’ or ‘B’
qualification time. But Dhinidhi has
been on a roll, winning medals at the
National Games and the senior
National championships last year.

Her performances this season
made her the top-ranked Indian
female swimmer with the Swimming
Federation of India handing her one
of the two Universality places and an
opportunity of a lifetime.

“I knew that I had a chance (of
making the Olympics) because I have
been working really very hard but it
was surprising that I got this chance
so early in my career.”

llSWIMMINGl

All sacrifices were worth it, says Dhinidhi

some of the other prominent names
being Asian Games champions Avin-
ash Sable, Tejinderpal Singh Toor
along with sprint hurdler Jyothi Yar-
raji, to name a few.

The 4x400m men’s relay team, fea-
turing Muhammed Anas, Muham-
med Ajmal, Amoj Jacob and Rajesh
Ramesh, will also be followed with
keen interest.

The track and field competitions
will be conducted at the Stade de
France in Paris between August 1 to
August 11.

llATHLETICSl

NEW DELHI: Defending champion
Neeraj Chopra will headline a
28-member Indian athletics contin-
gent at the Paris Olympics starting
July 26.

The 26-year-old Tokyo Games gold
medallist and reigning world cham-
pion in javelin throw has decided to
skip the last Diamond League this
weekend in Paris in order to prepare
for the quadrennial extravaganza as
almost all the selected names are on
expected lines.  The squad comprises
17 men and 11 women athletes with

Neeraj to lead 28-member squad in Paris 

Ronaldo vs Mbappe: Clash of 
generations adds spice to QF

Press Trust of India

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

LAHORE: Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
chairman Mohsin Naqvi on Thursday
said no decision has been made on
Babar Azam’s future as captain yet,
and the future course of action will
be taken after consultation with
former players and head coach Gary
Kirsten. 

Naqvi said he will meet head coach
Kirsten and his assistant Azhar Mah-
mood here soon to discuss the
national team’s T20 World Cup deba-
cle, but refrained from taking any
decision in haste. 

Naqvi’s had earlier criticised Paki-
stan team and suggested an overhaul
of the side, saying it needs a “major
surgery” following its ouster in the
Super 8 stage of the recently-con-
cluded T20 World Cup, after humili-
ating losses against India and the
United States. 

“I have asked them (Kirsten and
Mahmood) to come here as I want to
talk to them in person and in detail
based on Kirsten’s report on the
World Cup,” he told media here.

“Kirsten has given a very detailed
report on the team and it will help us
a lot to chalk out our future course of
action.

“No decision taken so far related to
Babar Azam. One former player has
submitted a very comprehensive
report on what needs to be done to
improve cricket. But I will take no
decisions out of anger or based on
what is being said on social media.
“Decisions taken out of haste and
anger generally lead to more compli-
cations and I don’t want that in our
cricket,” he added.

BABAR’S FUTURE TO 
BE DECIDED AFTER 
CONSULTATION WITH 
KIRSTEN, SAYS PCB

Associated Press

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

HAMBURG (GERMANY): Cristiano
Ronaldo vs. Kylian Mbappe.

A clash of football icons. A clash of
generations.

They’ll go head to head when Por-
tugal plays France in the Euro 2024
quarter-finals on Friday, and this
heavyweight meeting might have got
just that little bit bigger.

“It is, without doubt, my last Euro-
pean Championship,” the 39-year-old
Ronaldo said after his tearful, emo-
tionally charged performance in Por-
tugal’s penalty-shootout victory over
Slovenia in the last 16.

That may have just confirmed
what many were presuming anyway.

Still, there’s now a definitive spec-
ter of finality to Ronaldo’s long, head-
line-grabbing Euros adventure that
could be brought to an end by
Mbappé, the heir apparent to
Ronaldo and Lionel Messi after their
long-time dominance of the sport.

Mbappé grew up with pictures of
Ronaldo on his bedroom wall.

A photo is inevitably doing the
rounds on social media of what is
apparently their first ever meeting, at
Real Madrid’s training ground at
Valdebebas in 2012 when a 13-year-
old Mbappé stood beside Ronaldo
after a visit to the Spanish club where
his sporting hero was the star player.

In 2020, Mbappe posted on Twit-
ter, now X, that Ronaldo was his
“idol.” And only a few months ago,
Ronaldo reacted to Mbappe clinching
a highly anticipated move to Madrid
by writing on Instagram: “Excited to

ing my supporters, my family, the
affection people have for me.

“It’s not about leaving the world of
football. What else is there for me to
do or win?” Ronaldo heads into Fri-
day’s game having failed to score in
eight straight matches at major tour-
naments — Portugal’s last four at the
2022 World Cup and its four games at
Euro 2024 — and with growing con-
cerns about whether he deserves
what appears to be a guaranteed spot
in the team under Roberto Martinez.

Things haven’t been straightfor-
ward for Mbappe, either, at Euro
2024. He sustained a broken nose in
France’s group opener against Aus-
tria and has since been wearing a
vision-limiting protective facemask
during games.

Ronaldo (R) will lead Portugal’s charge vs Mbappe’s France on Friday. AFP

llFOOTBALLl

llCRICKETl

Press Trust of India 

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Exuberant fans followed
them despite monsoon showers and
heavy security deployment before
Prime Minister Narendra Modi rolled
out the red carpet for a breakfast
meet as the T20 World Cup-winning
Indian cricketers returned home to a
euphoric reception, here on Thurs-
day.

Hundreds of supporters, holding
placards congratulating their favour-
ites and waving the national flag,
braved the inclement weather to wait
outside the airport for the victorious
side, which defeated South Africa by
seven runs in the final in Bridgetown
on Saturday last week.

There was dancing, there were
multiple cakes, and there were fans
on streets showing just why cricket is
the most passionately followed sport
in the country. The weary players
joined in the fun after arriving at the

hotel from airport to complete the
party atmosphere. “We have waited
for this moment for the past 13 years.
The team has made us proud by win-
ning the World Cup,” a fan, who
claimed to have been waiting since
4:30am in the morning said, referring
to India’s last World Cup triumph
which came back in 2011.

The side was unable to head back
home immediately after the title win
due to a shutdown forced by hurri-
cane Beryl in Barbados. They were
cocooned in their hotel before the
BCCI secretary Jay Shah made
arrangements for a special charter
flight.The Air India special charter
flight AIC24WC — Air India Champi-
ons 24 World Cup — which left Bar-
bados around 4:50am local time on
Wednesday arrived in Delhi at 6am
(IST) on Thursday after a 16-hour
non-stop journey.

Heavy security was deployed to
keep the crowd in check at the Indira
Gandhi International airport but that

did little to dampen the spirits as fans
cheered enthusiastically holding up
posters of star batter Virat Kohli,
skipper Rohit Sharma and outgoing
head coach Rahul Dravid.

Two buses were stationed outside
the T3 Terminal to ferry the players
to ITC Maurya, where they were
greeted by dhol and traditional Bhan-
gra dancers. Most of them, including
skipper Rohit Sharma, all-rounder
Hardik Pandya, Suryakumar Yadav
and Rishabh Pant, shook a leg with
the assembled dancers, giving them a
memory that would last a lifetime.

Even the on-duty security person-
nel had smiles on their faces as the
players let their hair down after the
long journey, shook hands with
everyone who wanted to and moved
into their rooms after cutting yet
another cake that was kept ready for
them. All of this unfolded amid
expected media frenzy. A brief while
later, they left to meet Modi at his
official residence, continuing a hectic

schedule that awaits them through
the day.They spent close to two hours
at the 7, Lok Kalyan Marg residence
of the Prime Minister before heading
back to the hotel.Earlier, at the air-
port, the players trickled out in ones
and twos after completing immigra-
tion formalities.

Tired but excited, they acknowl-
edged the waiting fans by waving at
them and flashing warm smiles.

Suryakumar, who took the sensa-
tional match-winning catch of David
Miller in the final, was the most ani-
mated in responding to the cheering.

Pant, who returned to interna-
tional cricket at the just-concluded
event after a life-threatening car acci-
dent, saluted the gathered crowd,
while pacer Mohammed Siraj blew
flying kisses in their direction.

Rohit and Player of the Final Kohli,
both of whom retired from T20Is at
the end of India’s campaign, were
among the last to come out of the VIP
exit. 

Fans gather at the Marine Drive seafront as they await the arrival of Indian cricket team in Mumbai on Thursday. (Inset) The victorious team aboard an open-top bus during the 
victory parade en route to  the Wankhede Stadium. AFP/PTI

India’s T20 world champions 
return to roaring welcome
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llHANDS ONl

Now either glue or staple 
your paper plates halves 
together – with your 
ribbon positioned 
in place. 

We prefer to staple as it 
is instant and feels more 
secure. If gluing – use 
some clothe pegs to hold 
it in place whilst it dries. 

Your paper plate chick 
purse is ready! 

SUPPLIES 
l Styrofoam balls 

l Mini terracotta 
pots 

l Paint 

l Mod Podge 

l Toothpicks 

l Tissue Paper 

l Foam brush 

Put a layer of Mod Podge 
on the Styrofoam ball 
with a foam brush. 

Next, cover the ball with 
tissue paper and add 
more Mod Podge on top. 

Finally, poke in the 
painted toothpicks in the 
dried Styrofoam ball. 

You may also paint the 
terracotta pots. The 
toothpick cacti is ready.

INSTRUCTIONS 

Take one half and deco-
rate as a chick – we 
added feathers, a beak 
and a little black eye.

 However, you can use 
whatever you have: felt, 
cardboard or draw on 
some feathers or leave 
your chick plain. 

Take some ribbon or yarn 
– measure the length 
and cut a strip. 

First paint the back of 
the paper plate yellow 
(or any fun chick colour!).

 It needs to be painted on 
the back as that is where 
the plate curves out-
wards. If you do the 
front, you can’t bring the 
two sides together to 
create the pocket. 

Once fully dry, cut your 
paper plate in half. 

Once it’s dry, repeat the 
process a few times. 

Paint the toothpicks. 
Let them dry. Then cut 
the toothpicks in half. 

INSTRUCTIONS 

SUPPLIES 
l One paper plate 

l Ribbon, string or wool 
for hanging 

l Paint (if you want to 
change the colour) 

l Felt or cardboard (for 
the beak) 

l Feathers (optional – you
can also draw some on,
cut out patterned 
feathers from pretty 
paper or plain paper) 

l Glue 

l Stapler (optional) 

PAPER PLATE CHICK PURSE 

TOOTHPICK 
CACTI 

literary experts. 
The list provides a much needed

and well-deserved recognition to the
work of publishers while acting as a
compass that guides children, par-
ents, and teachers towards quality
children’s literature. 

The Big Little Book Award, a first-
of-its-kind award, lauds the crafts-
manship and ingenuity of authors
and illustrators for their significant
contribution to Indian children’s lit-
erature. This year, the coveted
award for Illustration was conferred
on Suddhasattwa Basu, who has

from India to shine on an interna-
tional stage. 

Winners of the Big Little Book
Award can access the platform of the
prestigious Hans Christian
Andersen Award, while the select
books recognised on the Parag Hon-
our List may have opportunity to
feature in the IBBY Honour List. 

These prestigious accolades
recognise and commend the
remarkable contributions of
authors, illustrators, and publishers
in redefining the tapestry of chil-
dren’s literature.

designed and illustrated over 60
books, extensively showcasing his
artistic prowess in works such as
Khushwant Singh’s Delhi Through
the Seasons, Ruskin Bond’s To Live
in Magic, and Vijaya Sulaiman’s The
Homecoming, and others. 

This year, Parag’s collaboration
with IBBY (the International Board
on Books for Young People)
represents a significant milestone in
expanding access to narratives that
complement books for children and
youth. The collaboration opens
doors for diverse voices and stories

From left, Priyanka Singh from the  Parag team, Tata Trusts;  Amrita Patwardhan, 

head of education, Tata Trusts; Prachi Kalra, associate professor, Gargi College, 

Delhi University;  Malvika Rai, literary coach, Shiv Nadar School; and Samina 

Mishra,  documentary filmmaker, writer and teacher, with books by the Big Little 

Book Award winner Suddhasattwa Basu.  

P
arag Utsav, an event dedi-
cated to foster a culture of
reading among children, was
organised at the India Inter-

national Centre in New Delhi, last
Saturday (June 29). 

An initiative of the Tata Trusts,
Parag Utsav, showcased the best of
Indian children’s literature. 

“Our support for the development
and dissemination of children’s
books in multiple Indian languages,
the activation of school and commu-
nity libraries, professional develop-
ment courses for teachers and
librarians, and recognition through
awards is part of a larger vision to
build a nation where every child has
access to and the opportunity to
embrace the joy of reading,” said
Amrita Patwardhan, Head of Educa-
tion, Tata Trusts. 

This year’s Parag Honour List
features 28 books in English and 13
books in Hindi, carefully handpicked
from a pool of 258 submissions.
Spanning diverse themes and gen-
res, the Parag Honour List
undergoes a thorough year-long
evaluation by a panel of esteemed

 PARAG UTSAV, TATA TRUSTS’ INITIATIVE l

Excellence in Indian 

children’s lit celebrated

METHOD 
l Wash and peel the man-

goes. Chop them into 
small pieces. 

l Next, wash and slice the 
other fruits. 

l Blend the chopped man-
goes, curd, oats, ice cubes and honey 
into a smooth lump-free smoothie. 

l Transfer the smoothie to a serving bowl,

and top it with fruit slices, blueberries, 
chia seeds and coconut flakes. 

l Refrigerate and serve chilled. 

llWHAT’S COOKINGl

SWEET POTATO HALWA 

METHOD 
l Boil the pota-

toes in a pres-
sure cooker 
after washing 
them well. 

l When they cool
down, peel 
and mash. 

l Heat ghee in a 
pan on medium
heat, add the 
mashed potato
and cook while
stirring contin-
uously. 

l Add milk and 
cook for an-
other few 
minutes. 

l Add chopped 
nuts in the end.

Ingredients 
2 large sweet potatoes, 1 cup milk, 1/4 cup of ghee, 1/4 
teaspoon cardamom, a handful of chopped nuts 

MANGO 
SMOOTHIE 
BOWL 

Ingredients 
2 mangoes, 1 cup hung curd, 
1 tablespoon chia seeds, 1/2 
cup ice cubes, 1 cup oats, 2 
tablespoon honey, 7 slices 
banana, 1 handful canned 
blueberries, 1 tablespoon 
coconut flake 

A young reader takes a look at some 

of the books featured in the Parag 

Honour List 2024
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