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When authorities or-
dered Brian Wong and his
neighbors to evacuate as the
Thompson fire bore down on
the city of Oroville this week,
the restaurant owner knew
he couldn’t leave.

He had learned from the
2018 Camp fire how things
can go wrong for people who
can’t defend their property,
he said.

Oroville is about 20 miles
south of Paradise, where the
deadliest wildfire in Califor-
nia history killed 85 people
and destroyed the Butte
County town.

“In the past I wouldn’t
hesitate to leave, but I'm
hearing a lot of stories about
fire victims that were not
taken care of in Paradise,”
the 53-year-old said. “I'm
afraid of leaving my house,
leaving my property, and
next thing it burns and we
get into a complicated mess.

“I'm choosing to stay be-
hind and defend my proper-
tyifIneed to,” he added.

As of Wednesday, more
than 28,000 Butte County
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A WOMAN RUNS and drivers leave town Tuesday as the Thompson fire burns in Oroville, Calif. A Cal Fire
official said some residents who lost homes to the 2018 Camp blaze were being asked to evacuate once again.

Some staying as fire spreads

While 28,000 in Butte County
are under evacuation orders, one
says Oroville residents ‘have been
through this numerous times’

By MELODY GUTIERREZ, BRITTNY MEJIA,
JIREH DENG AND SUMMER LIN

REPORTING FROM OROVILLE, CALIF.

NINE fires ignited in Northern California on Tues-
day. The Thompson is the largest at over 3,500 acres.
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ANGEL CITY FC now values itself at $300 million after being started four years
ago, according to a report. Above, Angel City’s Gisele Thompson fights for the ball.

Women’s sports getting big boost with
power couple buying into Angel City

By KEVIN BAXTER

Walt Disney Co. chiefexe-
cutive Bob Iger and his wife,
Willow Bay, dean of the USC
Annenberg School of Jour-
nalism, are close to complet-

would invest $250 million in
Angel City FC, nearly dou-
bling the value of the most
valuable women’s sports
franchise in the world.
Dylan Byers of the news
website Puck was first to re-
port on the negotiations,

The Times by two people
with knowledge of the in-
vestment but who are not
authorized to speak about it
on the record. The trans-
action could be completed
quickly, with Bay and Iger
replacing Reddit co-founder

residents were under evacu-
ation orders. The Thomp-
son fire had grown to more
than 3,500 acres with 0%
containment. Four homes
had been destroyed and
thousands of structures
were under threat, accord-
ing to Rick Carhart, a public
information officer with Cal
Fire’s Butte County station.

Carhart said a number of
evacuees who lost their
homes in the Camp fire were
being forced to flee once
more.

Crews battled the blaze
— one of several that broke
out across the state this
week —under excessive heat
and red flag warnings. Tem-
peratures were forecast to
reach 108 degrees Wednes-
day, with wind gusts of 15 to
20 mph.

Much of Northern Cali-
fornia remains under a red
flag warning, an alert for ex-
treme fire weather. A combi-
nation of winds up to 30
mph, low humidity and hot
temperatures “can contrib-

[See Wildfire, A10]
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Debate disaster
places Harris in
delicate position

The vice president

is unbending in her
support for Biden, but
she needs to guard her
place as next in line.

BY NOAH BIERMAN
AND HANNAH WILEY

WASHINGTON — Vice
President Kamala Harris
wouldn’t bite.

“Joe Biden is our nomi-
nee,” shetold a CBS Newsre-
porter outside a San Fran-
cisco fundraiser Tuesday
night amid signs the presi-
dent’s Democratic dam was
breaking.

Thereporter tried anoth-
er tactic, asking whether she
was ready to lead the coun-
tryifneeded. Nothing.

“Iam proud tobe Joe Bid-
en’s running mate,” she
replied.

In the week since Biden’s
disastrous debate perform-
ance, Harris has received
more attention than at any
time since her early, rocky
days as his No. 2. Polls and
party infrastructure give her
an advantage over other
possible Biden replace-
ments, should he choose to
step out of the race against
former President Trump.

But Harrisisin a delicate
position — a magnified ver-
sion of the political pressure
she has faced throughout
hertenurein office. She can’t
afford to show even a hint
that she islooking to replace
Biden, the oldest U.S. presi-
dent at 8l. Yet she has to
watch her back, to make
sure others do not usurp her
in the event Biden’s job be-
comes available.

“She absolutely, posi-
tively has to dance with the
one who brought her, and
any daylight that she shows
between herself and the only
person on Earth who could
be called her boss would be
seen as disloyal,” said one
former advisor, who re-
quested anonymity to avoid
angering fellow Democrats

Paramount-Skydance
deal is back on track.

What happened?

After mogul nixes
proposed sale, tech
scion comes back with
a sweetened offer for
the Redstone family.

By MEG JAMES

A storied movie studio
and broadcast network are
poised for a generational
changing of the guard that
could dramatically reshape
the entertainment business.

Shari Redstone and her
family on Tuesday accepted
tech scion David Ellison’s
proposed $2.4-billion pur-
chase of their investment
firm, National Amusements
Inc., commonly known as
NAI, which owns the con-
trolling shares of belea-
guered media company Pa-
ramount Global.

The Redstone family

Ellison’s Skydance Media to
Paramount’s special board
committee, which now must
accept orrejectit. The strug-
gling media giant owns CBS,
the Paramount Pictures film
studio and cable channels

MTYV, Nickelodeon and
Comedy Central.
On Wednesday, Pa-

ramount board members
began evaluating the offer, a
version of which they came
close to approving three
weeks ago before Redstone
got cold feet and called off
the talks. Now the question
hangs over the company: Is
the deal for real this time,
and what happens once it
closes?

“It’s feeling a lot like
Groundhog Day,” analyst
Jamie Lumley of research
firm Third Bridge said in an
emailed statement. “Re-
newed hope that both
parties will be able to get a
deal over the line is being
tempered by concerns that

ing a deal in which they which were confirmed to [See Angel City, A7] | submitted the offer from [See Paramount, A7]
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with succession talk. “If
ground Kkeeps shifting ... in-
evitably she’s going to be put
in a position of potentially
having to make a decision or
maybe a decision’s being
made for her.”

So far, she’s been earning
relatively good marks from
Democrats appreciative of
her attempts to defend Bid-
en, while Republicans con-
tinue to mock her public
speeches as word salads.

“It’s been interesting to
watch people who have been
critical of her over the last
3. years say, ‘Oh, I'd sup-
port her;” ” said an ally who
is in regular contact with
Harris’ and Biden’s inner
circles, who asked for ano-
nymity to avoid upsetting
friends in Biden’s orbit.
“People believe, and have al-
ways believed, she can pros-
ecute the case.”

Harris went on CNN
within minutes of last
week’s debate, when most
Democrats were still shell-
shocked, offering the first
version of Biden’s defense.
She acknowledged what she
called a “slow start” while
insisting, “I'm not going to
spend allnight with you talk-
ingabout thelast 90 minutes
when I've been watching the
last 32 years.”

Harris has made a simi-
lar case since then, traveling
to speeches and fundraisers,

[See Harris, A5]

Boxer

1S gIving
Biden a

deadline

MARKZ.BARABAK

When Bar-
bara Boxer
arrived in the
U.S. Senate, .
herimageasa ™
fiery liberal
from Marin
County —
land of crys-
tals, hot tubs and aging
hippies — preceded her.

It was not a good thing.

“The word was that Iwas
this very militant feminist
and the guys were fright-
ened to death,” Boxerre-
called.

The colleague who
smoothed her path — “She’s
good people,” he assured
the Old Bulls — was Joe
Biden, who by 1993 was
already starting his third
decade on Capitol Hill.

The two grew close,
personally and politically.

“We really bonded on
protecting dolphins and
protecting women,” Boxer
said of theirlegislative work
(regulating purse seine
nets, cracking down on
domestic violence), which
had begun in the 1980s when
she was in the House.

Boxer endorsed Biden
when he ran for president in
1988 and again in 2020, nota-
bly passing over the Demo-
crat who replaced herinthe
Senate, Kamala Harris.

Given all that, Boxer was
slack-jawed as she and
family members watched
Biden mumble and bumble
his way through his disas-
trous debate performance
last week. “This wasn’t the
Joe we knew,” she said.
“Something was off.”

Instantly, what had been
apersistent, low-grade
nervousness among Demo-
crats turned into a full-
fledged party freak-out. A
small but growing chorus

[See Barabak, A5]
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The recent violence at
the Adas Torah synagogue
in Los Angeles was rooted in
a decades-long interna-
tional battle over the expan-
sion of Jewish settlements
on land Israel seized and oc-
cupied during its 1967 Six-
Day War with Arab states.

The latest skirmish in
that battle —which hasbeen
at the center of Israeli-Pal-
estinian animosities —
broke out June 23 when pro-
Palestinian demonstrators,
protesting against a real es-
tate promotional event in
which at least one company
was offering properties for
sale in the occupied West
Bank, clashed with pro-Isra-
el counterprotesters.

Building settlements on
seized Palestinian land is a
violation of international
law and threatens the pro-
spects that Palestinians will
one day have an independ-
ent country as part of a two-
state solution. But the Isra-
eli government of Prime
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu has consistently re-
sisted U.S. and international
pressure to stop settlement
building. The government is
reportedly considering le-
galizing five more settle-
ments in the West Bank.

The conflict over the fate
of Palestinian lands intensi-
fied in October when Hamas
militants attacked Israel,
leading to the ongoing warin
Gaza. The future of the West
Bank, where Jews have pur-
chased property for dec-
ades, was quickly drawn into
the conflict as leading fig-
ures in Israel’s right-wing
government called for pro-
tecting Israel by expanding
settlements on biblical terri-
tory Jews refer to as Judea
and Samaria.

Netanyahu’s strategy,
which has been embraced
with fervor by nationalists
and ultraconservative Jews,
istocreate apatchwork of Is-
raeli settlements to block
the forming of a contiguous
Palestinian state.

In late June, a real estate
venture called My Home In
Israel advertised homes for
sale at the event at Adas To-
rah. An archive of the web-
site for My Home In Israel
showed properties listed for
as much as $4.1 million in
Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and in
the West Bank settlements
of Ariel and Efrat, which was
established in the 1980s and
has stone homes and the air
of a Southern California
neighborhood.

My Home In Israel could
not bereached for comment.
Other companies, including
the similarly named Home
In Israel, which is run by
Julian Shapiro, do not sell
properties in the West Bank,
Shapiro said. Since Hamas
attacked Israel there’s been
a “big, big rise” in interest by
American Jews to invest in
the country, he said. Much of
that, according to real estate
developers, is driven by Jews
wanting to show solidarity

ank land at center of L.A.

Clash at Adas Torah synagogue was sparked by an event promoting
real estate for Jewish settlements in seized Palestinian territory

By Jeffrey Fleishman

MAYA ALLERUZZO Associated Press

THE JEWISH settlement of Efrat in the occupied West Bank. Building settlements on seized Palestinian
land violates international law and threatens the prospects for a future, contiguous Palestinian state.

with Israelis, growing anti-
semitism, and opportunities
for those seeking long-term
investments.

“America is our biggest
market right now,” said Sha-
piro, who hasbeen brokering
Israel properties from his
base outside Tel Aviv to cli-
ents around the world for 24
years. “We would never sell a
property in the West Bank.
We don’t think it’s the right
thing to do.” He said he fol-
lows the protests and politi-
cal sensitivity in the U.S.
around the occupied terri-
tories, suggesting that he
doesn’t want to be unfairly
targeted by protesters: “We
don’t want to advertise be-
cause it causes all kinds of
havoc.”

Marketing programs in
Canada and the U.S. by the
Israeli Real Estate Event
have elicited protests this
year by pro-Palestinian
demonstrators. A promo-
tion at a New York syna-
gogue was canceled over
fears of unrest. The majority
of properties offered at
the promotions, which con-
nected potential buyers with
mortgage brokers, lawyers
and builders, were within Is-
rael’s legal borders. The
West Bank settlements of
Efrat, Neve Daniel and
Maale Adumim were also
advertised, according to a
flier cited by the Times of Is-
rael.

Anadforthe event, which
was organized by Gidon
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Katz, a global promoter of
Israel real estate, read: “In a
world where uncertainty
looms and anti-Semitism
shows its face more boldly
than ever, the decision to in-
vestinahomein Israelis not
just wise —it’s exhilarating!”

Tensions around West
Bank lands are unlikely to
ease. Politicians and Jewish
community groups con-
demned the violence at
Adas Torah as an act of anti-
semitism. There was criti-
cism of police tactics from
both groups, and U.S. Atty.
Gen. Merrick Garland said

his office would investigate.

The West Bank — about
the size of Delaware — was
seized from Jordan in the
Six-Day War. An estimated
500,000 Israelis — up from
300,000 in 2010 — live in en-
claves among about 2.7 mil-
lion Palestinians. About 40%
of the West Bank is run by
the semiautonomous Pal-
estinian Authority, which re-
ceives much of its funding
from Israel.

The territory has become
increasingly violent, and in-
ternational officials worry
that further expansion of Is-

raeli settlements will open a
second front in the Gaza
war.

“Settler violence and set-
tlement-related violations
have reached shocking new
levels, and risk eliminating
any practical possibility of
establishing a viable Pal-
estinian state,” United Na-
tions High Commissioner
for Human Rights Volker
Turk said in a statement in
March. At least 500 Palestin-
ians in the West Bank have
been killed by Israeli forces
— and some by settlers —
since October, according to

protest

the Palestinian Authority
Health Ministry.

The Hamas-led attack on
Israel, which Killed some
1,200 people, shook Israel’s
sense of security. Israel re-
taliated with a war in Gaza
that hasKilled at least 37,900
Palestinians, according to
the territory’s Health Min-
istry, and devastated the en-
clave. That has emboldened
right-wing nationalists to
push for a more aggressive
occupation of the West
Bank, including ragtag out-
posts that fly tattered flags
and dot hilltops around Pal-
estinian orchards and graz-
inglands.

The Israeli human rights
group B'T'selem has said: “In
order to expand and consoli-
date control over the lands
it occupied, Israel has ap-
plied myriad military, civil-
ian,legal and administrative
measures through which it
has torn apart Palestinian
space, divided the Palestin-
ian population into dozens
of disconnected enclaves
and unraveled its social, cul-
tural and economic fabric.”

More than 250,000 Pal-
estinians were displaced
from Gaza and the West
Bankin 1967. Despite years of
global condemnation, Israel
disputes that the West Bank
settlements areillegal. It has
taken a harder stance that
threatens to incite wider
Middle East conflict.

Ultraconservativesinthe
Netanyahu government
claim that the Palestinian
Authority can no longer be
trusted to administer its
part of the West Bank: The
Palestinian Authority has
“joined Hamas in trying to
harm Israel in Israel and the
world, and we will fight it,”
Finance Minister Bezalel
Smotrich said in a state-
ment published in the
Jerusalem Post. “For those
who needed proof, we got it
on October 7. A Palestinian
state in the heart of Israel is
an existential danger; I will
not allow such a disaster to
be brought upon the State of
Israel.”

Appropriation in West
Bank is largest parcel
approved in years, a
tracking group says.

By JUuLIA FRANKEL

JERUSALEM — Israel
has approved the largest
seizure of land in the occu-
pied West Bankinmore than
three decades, a settlement
tracking group said Wednes-
day, a move that is likely to
worsen already soaring ten-
sions linked to the war in
Gaza.

Israel’s aggressive ex-
pansion in the West Bank re-
flects the settler communi-
ty’s strong influence in
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s government,
the most religious and na-
tionalist in the country’s his-
tory. Finance Minister Beza-
lel Smotrich, a settler him-
self, has turbocharged the
policy of expansion, seizing
new authorities over settle-
ment development and say-
ing he aims to solidify Isra-
el’'shold on the territory and
prevent the creation of a Pal-
estinian state.

Authorities recently ap-
proved the appropriation of
nearly 5 square miles of land
in the Jordan Valley, accord-
ing to a copy of the order ob-
tained by the Associated
Press. Data from Peace Now,
the tracking group, indicate
it was the largest single ap-
propriation approved since
the 1993 Oslo accords at the
start of the peace process.

Settlement monitors
said the land grab connects
Israeli settlements along a
key corridor bordering Jor-
dan, amove they said under-
mines the prospect of a con-
tiguous Palestinian state.

Itisin an area of the West
Bank where, even before the
outbreak of the Israel-
Hamas war, settler violence
was displacing communities
of Palestinians. That vi-
olence has only surged since
Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack ignited
the war in Gaza. Settlers
have carried out more than
1,000 attacks on Palestinians
since October in the West
Bank, causing deaths and
damaging property, accord-
ing to the United Nations.

The land seizure, which
was approved late last
month but publicized only

NAsSER NASSER Associated Press

PALESTINIANS carry the bodies of those killed in
an Israeli airstrike near Tulkarm, in the West Bank.

on Wednesday, comes after
the seizure of roughly 3
square miles of land in the
West Bank in March and 1
square mile in February.

That makes 2024 by far
the peak year for Israeliland
seizure in the West Bank,
Peace Now said.

By declaring them state
lands, the government
opens them up to being
leased to Israelis and pro-
hibits private Palestinian
ownership. This year’s land
seizures are contiguous,
linking two already existing
settlements to create a solid
block near the border with
Jordan. The lands were de-
clared to be closed Israeli
military zones before they
were declared state land.

The Palestinians view the
expansion of settlements in
the occupied West Bank as
the main barrier to any last-
ing peace agreement, pre-
venting any possibility of a
cohesive state. Most of the
international community
considers settlementsillegal
orillegitimate.

Israel captured the West
Bank, the Gaza Strip and
East Jerusalem in the 1967
Middle East War, territories
the Palestinians want for a
future state. Israel’s current
government considers the
West Bank to be the histori-
cal and religious heartland
of the Jewish people and op-
poses Palestinian state-
hood.

Israel has built well more
than 100 settlements across
the West Bank, some of
which resemble fully devel-
oped suburbs or small
towns. They are home to
more than 500,000 Jewish
settlers who have Israeli citi-
zenship.

The 3 million Palestin-
ians in the West Bank live
under seemingly open-
ended Israeli military rule.
The Palestinian Authority
administers enclaves scat-
tered across the territory
but is barred from operating
in 60% of the West Bank,
which includes the settle-
ments aswell as areas with a
population of hundreds of
thousands of Palestinians.

Yoni Mizrachi, the head
of settlement tracking at
Peace Now, described the
land grab  announced
Wednesday as part of a
strategy to establish a buffer
zone between Jordan and
Palestinian lands and choke
off the practical possibility of
a Palestinian state. The aim,
he believes, is to push Pal-
estinians into isolated is-
lands surrounded by Israeli
land.

“They definitely see this
area as a strategic area, as
the first and one of the eas-
iest ways to begin annex-
ation,” he said.

Prominent human rights
organizations have pointed
to Israel’s rule over the West
Bank in accusing it of the in-
ternational crime of apart-
heid, allegations Israel re-
jectsasanattackonitslegit-
imacy.

Smotrich was granted
expanded powers over Isra-
el’'s administration of the oc-
cupied territory under Ne-
tanyahu’s governing coali-
tion. Smotrich laid out his
plans for the West Bank at a
conference for his ultrana-
tionalist Religious Zionism
Party last month, a record-
ing of which was obtained by
Peace Now. He said he in-
tended to appropriate up to
nearly 6 square miles of land

d seizure

in the West Bank this year.

“We came to settle the
land, to build it, and to pre-
vent its division and the es-
tablishment of a Palestinian
state, God forbid,” he said
during the conference. He
vowed to “change the map
dramatically” by claiming
more West Bank land than
ever as state land.

He also promised to ex-
pand the establishment of
farming outposts, which
hard-line settlers have used
to extend their control of ru-
ral areas, and to crack down
on Palestinian construction.

The proliferation of out-
posts has driven up settler
violence in the West Bank
since the start of the Israel-
Hamas war, rights groups
say, leading several Palestin-
ian villages to leave their
land.

Palestinians say the vi-
olence is geared toward
putting wide swaths of land
under Israeli control and
pushing the prospect of a
Palestinian state further
fromreach.

The U.S., European
Union, Britain and Canada
have imposed high-level
sanctions against violent
settlers and settler organiza-
tions, but some of those tar-
geted have told the AP that
the measures have had little
effect.

The declaration pub-
lished Wednesday was
signed under the authority
of Hillel Roth, a deputy
Smotrich appointed this
year to boost settlement ex-
pansion and state land dec-
larations in the West Bank,
Peace Now said.

The declaration came a
day after Peace Now said Is-
raeli authorities were sched-
uled to approve or advance
construction of more than
6,000 new settlement homes
inthe occupied West Bankin
the coming days.

COGALT, the Israeli mili-
tary body in charge of civil-
ian affairs in the West Bank,
was not immediately avail-
able for comment.

Hamas cited the expan-
sion of settlements as one of
its justifications for the
Oct. 7 attack into southern
Israel, in which Palestinian
militants killed about 1,200
people, mostly civilians, and
took around 250 hostage.

Frankel writes for the
Associated Press.
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LucaNUs OLLIVIERRE Associated Press

EVACUEES from Union Island in St. Vincent and the Grenadines arrive in Kingstown, the archipelago’s capi-
tal, on Tuesday after Beryl hit. On Wednesday, a hurricane watch was in effect for Haiti’s southern coast.

Jamaicans board up and hunker
down for Category 4 hurricane

ASSOCIATED PRESS

KINGSTON, Jamaica —
Hurricane Beryl was roaring
toward Jamaica on Wednes-
day, with islanders scram-
bling to make preparations
after the powerful Category
4 storm earlier Killed at least
six people and caused sig-
nificant damage in the
southeastern Caribbean.

The U.S. National Hurri-
cane Center said Beryl’s eye-
wallwas “brushing the south
coast of Jamaica.”

Wind-whipped rain
pounded the island for
hours as residents heeded
authorities’ call to shelter
until the storm had passed.
Power was knocked out in
much of the capital.

Prime Minister Andrew
Holness said Wednesday
afternoon that nearly 500
people were placed in shel-
ters.

“We are placing emphasis
on ensuring they are com-
fortable and well looked af-
ter,” he said in a social media
post.

Before Beryl’s arrival in
Kingston, people had earlier
boarded up windows, fisher-
men pulled their boats out
ofthe water and workers dis-
mantled roadside advertis-
ing boards to protect them
from the lashing winds.

Kingston resident Paul-
ine Lynch said that she had

stockpiled food and water in
anticipation of the storm’s
arrival. With wind already
driving rain, Lynch said, “I
have no control over what is
coming so I just have to pray
that all people of Jamaica is
safe and we don’t suffer no
deaths, noloss.”

By midday, winds howled
in the capital, turning the
seainto churning whitecaps.

“We are very concerned
about a wide variety of life-
threatening impacts in Ja-
maica,” including storm
surge, high winds and flash
flooding, said Jon Porter,
chief meteorologist at Ac-
cuWeather.

Porter called Beryl “the
strongest and most danger-
ous hurricane threat that
Jamaica has faced probably
indecades.”

A hurricane warning was
in effect for Jamaica, Grand
Cayman, Little Cayman and
Cayman Brac.

Beryl was forecast to
weaken slightly over the
next day or two, but still be
at or near major-hurricane
strength when it passes
near the Cayman Islands
on Thursday and into
Mexico’s Yucatan Peninsula
on Friday, according to the
U.S. National Hurricane
Center.

Jamaica was under a
state of emergency as the is-
land was declared a disaster
zone hours before the im-

pact of Hurricane Beryl.

Holness said that the di-
saster zone declaration will
remain for the next seven
days. He also announced an
islandwide curfew between 6
a.m. and 6 p.m. Wednesday.

Security forces “will be
fully mobilized to maintain
public order and assist with
disaster relief,” Holness
said.

An evacuation order was
also issued for communities
across Jamaica that are
prone to flooding and land-
slides. Holness urged Jamai-
cans to move away from low-
lying areas.

A hurricane watch was in
effect for Haiti’s southern
coast and the Yucatan’s east
coast.

Belize issued a tropical
storm watch stretching
south from its border with
Mexico to Belize City.

Late Monday, Beryl be-
came the earliest storm to
develop into a Category 5
hurricane in the Atlantic
and peaked at winds of 165
mph Tuesday before weak-
ening to a still-destructive
Category 4.

Jamaica’s southern
coast, where Kingston is lo-
cated, was expected to bear
the brunt of Beryl with
coastal water levels rising to
6 or 9 feet above normal tide
levels in some areas.

Heavy rains of4 to 8 inch-
es, with up to a foot in iso-

Verdict

upheld
in [taly

slaying

ASSOCIATED PRESS

ROME — An Italian ap-
peals court on Wednesday
upheld the convictions of
two American men in the
slaying of an Italian plain-
clothes police officer during
a botched sting operation
but significantly reduced
their sentences.

The new verdict, ordered
after Italy’s highest court
threw out the original con-
victions, drew acceptance
from the men’s families and
disappointment from the of-
ficer’s widow.

Finnegan Lee Elder and
Gabriel Natale-Hjorth had
been found guilty in the July
2019 slaying of Carabinieri
Vice Brigadier Mario Cer-
ciello Rega, and after the
first trial, they were both
sentenced tolifein prison, It-
aly’s harshest penalty.

Those sentences were re-
duced on appeal before Ita-
ly’s highest Cassation Court
last year ordered a new trial
altogether. On Wednesday,
the appeals court convicted
Elder and sentenced him to
15 years and 2 months in
prison; it sentenced Natale-
Hjorth to 11 years and four
months, along with a fine of
800 euros ($863).

“I don’t think we could
ask for a reasonable, better
decision today,” said Ethan

ALESSANDRA TARANTINO Associated Press

FINNEGAN Elder, wearing plaid, is one of two U.S.
men convicted in the stabbing of an Italian officer.

Elder, Finnegan Elder’s fa-
ther.

Teenagers at the time of
the slaying, the former
schoolmates from the San
Francisco Bay Area had met
up in Rome to spend a few
days vacationing. The fatal
confrontation took place af-
ter they arranged to meet a
small-time drug dealer, who
turned out tohave been apo-
lice informant, to recover
money lost in a bad drug
deal. Instead, they were con-
fronted by two officers.

Cerciello Rega was
stabbed 11 times with a knife
brought from the hotel
room.

In ordering the retrial,
the Cassation Court said it
hadn’t been proved beyond a
reasonable doubt that the
defendants, with limited
Italian language sKkills, had
understood that they were
dealing with Italian police
officers when they went to
meetthealleged drug dealer.

Prosecutor Bruno Gian-
giacomo said his office
would wait to read the
court’swrittenreasoningbe-

fore deciding on a possible
appeal.

Prosecutors had asked
that Elder be sentenced to
23 years and nine months
and Natale-Hjorth to 23
years.

Rosa Maria Esilio, the
widow of Cerciello Rega, was
devastated by the verdict,
said her lawyer Massimo
Ferrandino.

“For five years she has
been carrying a huge pain,”
he said.

Prosecutors alleged that
Elder stabbed Cerciello
Rega with a knife that he
brought with him on his trip
to Europe and that Natale-
Hjorth helped him hide in
their hotel room. Under Ital-
ian law, an accomplice in an
alleged murder can also be
charged with murder with-
out having carried out the
slaying.

But lawyer Francesco
Petrelli, who represented
Natale-Hjorth, said the ap-
peals court clearly recog-
nized that there was a differ-
ent level of participation by
his client.

lated areas, threatened flash
flooding and mudslides on
the mountainous island, he
said.

Mexico’s Caribbean
coast was preparing for Ber-
yl on Wednesday. The gov-
ernment issued a hurricane
warning for the coast of the
Yucatan Peninsula from
Puerto Costa Maya to Can-
cun.

The head of Mexico’s civil
defense agency said that
Beryl is expected to make a
rare double strike on Mexi-
co.

Laura Veladzquez said the
hurricane is expected to
make landfall between late
Thursday and early Friday
along arelatively unpopulat-
ed stretch of the Caribbean
coast between Tulum and
the inland town of Felipe
Carrillo Puerto. Because the
coast there is largely made
up of lagoons and man-
groves, there are few resorts
or hotels in the area south of
Tulum.

The hurricane is ex-
pected to weaken to a tropi-
cal storm as it crosses the
Yucatan Peninsula and re-
emerge over the weekend at
storm strength in the Gulf of
Mexico.

Veldzquez said that Beryl
is then expected to hit Mexi-
can territory a second time
in the gulf coast states of
Veracruz or Tamaulipas,
near the Texas border.

19 bodies found
in latest grisly

scene 1n Mexico

Officials say remains

in and around a dump
truck in Chiapas state
are part of cartel wars.

By PATRICK J.
McCDONNELL

MEXICO CITY — Social
media users in Mexico have
been circulating a video fea-
turing especially grisly im-
ages: a tangle of bloodied
bodies, someintactical gear,
lyingin a dump truck.

A narrator on the video
speaks of the remains as tro-
phies and boasts that the
carnage in Chiapas state
was the handiwork of the
Sinaloa cartel, once the fief-
dom of Joaquin “El Chapo”
Guzman, whose successors
are moving to expand the
imprisoned kKingpin’s former
drug-smuggling empire.

This week, Mexican au-
thorities said they discov-
ered 19 bodies on an isolated
dirt road, the latest deaths
in a brutal trafficking war
that has convulsed the na-
tion’s poorest and southern-
most state.

The men had been shot
dead, according to Mexico’s
Secretariat of Security and
Citizen Protection, their
bodies found in and around
the abandoned truck. At
least six carried Guate-
malan identification.

Mexican President An-
drés Manuel Lopez Obrador
on Tuesday called the loss
of life “lamentable” and
blamed a confrontation be-
tween two armed groups.

“What motivates this?”
Loépez Obrador asked at his
morning news conference.
“Thetraffic ofdrugs and also
the traffic of migrants, of
people.”

The president, whose six-
year term ends Oct. 1, has
disputed estimates from
U.S. officials and others that
up to one-third of Mexican
territory — including much
of Chiapas state —isineffect
under the control of criminal
groups.

The Sinaloa cartel and its
major rival, the Jalisco New
Generation cartel, are said
to be battling to control lu-
crative smuggling routes in
Chiapas, which sharesalong
and largely remote border
with Guatemala. It was un-
clear whether the dead were
affiliated with the Jalisco
cartel; nor did authorities
clarify whether they were ex-
ecuted or Killed in a shoot-

out.

The area is a prime traf-
ficking corridor for cocaine
from South America as well
as migrants from across the
world who enter Mexico
from Central America en
route to the United States.
The lure of illicit profits has
drawn criminal mobs to the
scenic zone of jungles,
mountains and rivers, where
much ofthe populationis In-
digenous.

“Unfortunately, Chiapas
has been caught in the mid-
dle of this trafficking war for
both drugs and migrants,”
said Mike Vigil, former head
of the Drug Enforcement
Administration’s overseas
operations. “Smuggling mi-
grants has now become a
multibillion-dollar business
for the cartels.”

The Chiapas turf war
has wreaked havoc in the
once-peaceful state, leaving
scores dead, forcing thou-
sands to leave their homes
and cratering a once-thriv-
ing tourist industry.

“Violence has spread like
a cancer in our state,” the
Chiapas-based Fray Bar-
tolomé de las Casas Center
of Human Rights reported
in April. “This situation is
characterized not only by
the armed confrontation
among criminal groups, but
also the intent to control,
with strategies of terror, the
social, economic and politi-
cal life of the communities.”

Although the mayhem in
Chiapas is often described
as a battle between the
Sinaloa and Jalisco cartels,
dozens of armed criminal
gangs operate in the state,
experts say, some allied with
larger groups and others
semiautonomous.

The Chiapas municipal-
ity of La Concordia, where
the bodies were found, has
seen waves of violence in re-
cent months.

A spate of attacks on
mayoral candidates and
their entourages in Chiapas
in the run-up to last month’s
electionsleft atleast 16 dead,
including Lucero Esmeralda
Loépez Maza, a 28-year-old
woman running for mayor in
La Concordia.

A series of gun battles
there in April killed at least
10, according to police,
though a human rights
group put the death toll
at 25.

Times special
correspondent Cecilia
Sanchez Vidal contributed
tothisreport.

Israel kills another senior
Hezbollah commander

ASSOCIATED PRESS

BEIRUT — An Israeli
strike in southern Lebanon
on Wednesday killed a senior
Hezbollah commander as
tensions between the two
sides continue to boil, a
Hezbollah official told the
Associated Press.

The strike near the
southern coastal city of Tyre
took place as global diplo-
matic efforts have in-
tensified in recent weeks to
prevent escalating clashes
between Hezbollah and the
Israeli military from spiral-
ing into an all-out war that
could possibly lead to a di-
rect confrontation between
Israel and Iran.

A Hezbollah statement
identified the commander
as Mohammad Naameh
Nasser, who went by the
nomde guerre Abu Naameh.
A Hezbollah official, speak-
ing anonymously in line with
regulations, said he was
head of the group’s Aziz
Unit, one of three regional
divisions in southern Leba-
non.

Nasser is the most senior
official fromthe Iran-backed
group killed since Taleb
Sami Abdullah, who was
killed in an airstrike June 11.
Hezbollah leader Hassan
Nasrallah, in a speech hon-
oring Abdullah, said he
played a pivotal role on the
front line since clashes be-
ganon Oct. 8.

Hezbollah said that in re-
sponse to Nasser’s Killing, it
launched Falaq rockets with
heavy warheads targeting

Hezbollah Media Relations Office
MOHAMMAD Naameh
Nasser died in a strike
in southern Lebanon.

the headquarters ofthe Isra-
eli military’s 769th Brigade
in Kiryat Shmona, as well as
100 salvos of Katyusha rock-
ets targeting the head-
quarters of Israel’s 210th Di-
vision and the Kilaa air base
in the Israeli-occupied Syr-
ian Golan Heights.

The group also shared vi-
deo of Nasser taking part in
what it said was an opera-
tion at an Israeli military
outpost in southern Leba-
non in 1999 back when it was
under occupation.

In a video circulated by
localmedia Wednesday, peo-
ple rushed toward a charred
vehicle with a large plume of
smoke. Civil Defense said its
first responders took an un-
named wounded person to a
hospital.

The Israeli military ac-
knowledged the attack, say-
ing that Nasser alongside
Abdullah are “two of the
most significant Hezbollah”
militants in southern Leba-
non. It said Nasser led at-
tacks from southwestern

Lebanon.

Hezbollah launched
rockets on northern Israel a
day after a Hamas surprise
attack on southern Israel in
October, leading to limited
clashes along the tense bor-
der. The attacks have since
gradually escalated, with
Hezbollah introducing new
weapons in the attacks and
Israel striking deeper into
Lebanon.

The group maintains
that it will stop its attacks
once there is a cease-fire in
the Gaza Strip. Until then, it
says, it will continue the at-
tacks to pile pressure on Is-
rael and the international
community. Israeli officials
have threatened to launch a
larger military operation
should Hezbollah not stop
its attacks.

Hezbollah deputy leader
Sheikh Naim Kassem told
the Associated Press in an
interview Monday that Isra-
el cannot expect the group’s
attacks to remain limited
should it launch a military
operation within Lebanon,
even if it aims to keep the
conflict below the threshold
of all-out war. Allies, includ-
ing thousands of Iran-
backed militiamen in Iraq,
have offered to join Hezbol-
lah on the front lines.

Israeli airstrikes on Leb-
anon since October have
killed more than 450 people,
most of them Hezbollah
fighters, but the dead also
include more than 80 civil-
ians and noncombatants.
On the Israeli side, 16 sol-
diers and 11 civilians have
beenKilled.
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EMERGENCY facilities received a letter from the Biden administration after the Supreme Court’s failure last
week to decide whether state abortion bans override a federal law that requires hospitals to stabilize patients.

Ruling prompts White House to
issue emergency abortion orders

By AMANDA SEITZ AND
CHRISTINE FERNANDO

WASHINGTON — The
Biden administration told
emergency room doctors
they must perform abor-
tions when necessary to save
a pregnant woman’s health,
following last week’s
Supreme Court ruling that
failed to settle alegal dispute
over whether state abortion
bans override a federal law
requiring hospitals to pro-
vide stabilizing treatment.

In a letter this week to
doctor and hospital associa-
tions and emergency facili-
ties, Health and Human
Services Secretary Xavier
Becerra and Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid
Services Director Chiquita
Brooks-LaSure reminded
hospitals of their legal duty
to offer stabilizing treat-
ment, which could include
abortions.

“No pregnant woman or
her family should have to
even begin to worry that she
could be denied the treat-
ment she needs to stabilize
her emergency medical con-
dition in the emergency
room,” the letter said.

It continued, “And yet, we
have heard story after story
describing the experiences
of pregnant women present-

ing to hospital emergency
departments with emer-
gency medical conditions
and being turned away be-
cause medical providers
were uncertain about what
treatment they were permit-
ted to provide.”

The Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services will
also resume investigations
into complaints against ERs
in Idaho after the high court
ruled last week that hospi-
tals there must be allowed to
do emergency abortions for
now, despite a state ban.

In Texas, the most popu-
lous state with a strict six-
week abortion ban, enforce-
ment remains on hold due to
alower- court ruling.

The letter is the Biden
administration’s latest at-
tempt to raise awareness
about a 40-year-old federal
law that requires almost all
ERs — any that receive Med-
icare dollars — to provide
patients stabilizing treat-
ment in medical emergen-
cies. Hospitals that turn
away patients or refuse to
provide such care are sub-
ject to federal investiga-
tions, hefty fines and loss of
Medicare funding.

In response, the Texas
Alliance for Life said the Bid-
en administration “falsely
suggeststhat ... state pro-life
laws fail to protect women
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facinglife-threatening emer-
gencies during pregnancy.”

“This is untrue,” the
group said in a statement,
adding that such “laws pro-
vide an abortion exception
for those rare but tragic cir-
cumstances [when] a preg-
nancy poses a threat to a
mother’s life, including ...
when death is not imminent.
Those include Texas and
Idaho.”

The ER is the most re-
cent place that the Demo-
cratic administration has
argued it can require rare
emergency abortions to be
performed despite state
bans. After Roe vs. Wade
abortion rights were
overturned by the Supreme
Court in 2022, the Health
and Human Services De-
partment quickly sent
letters to doctors, saying
that they were required to
provide abortions as needed
to keep patients medically
stable.

An Associated Press in-
vestigation found that com-
plaints about ERs turning
away pregnant women
spiked in 2022 after Roe was
overturned, raising con-
cerns about emergency
pregnancy care in states
with abortion laws.

In Idaho, enforcement of
the federal law had been on
hold for emergency abor-
tions since January, when
the state’s ban took effect.
The law threatens doctors
with prison if they perform
an abortion, with an excep-
tion only if a woman’s life,
not her health, is at risk.

The Biden administra-
tion says this conflicts with
the federal Emergency Med-
ical Treatment and Active
Labor Act, or EMTALA.
Roughly 50,000 women a
year develop serious preg-
nancy complications, such
as blood loss, sepsis or organ
failure. In the most serious

cases, when a fetus is un-
likely to be viable, doctors
may recommend abortion.

Texas is also suing the
Biden administration over
its guidance around the law.
A lower-court ruling that
said the law could be en-
forced is being appealed by
the Justice Department to
the Supreme Court.

Health and Human Serv-
ices has also sought to make
it easier for a patient who is
turned away or not appro-
priately transferred to file
complaints against hospi-
tals. Earlier this year, the
Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services unveiled
a web page that allows com-
plaints to be submitted in a
straightforward, three-step
process, including in Span-
ish.

“We will continue to build
on our recent actions to edu-
cate the public about their
rights to emergency medical
care and to help support ef-
forts of hospitals and health
care professionals to meet
their obligations,” the agen-
cies said in their letter this
week.

Lupe Rodriguez, execu-
tive director of the National
Latina Institute for Repro-
ductive Justice, said her
team encouraged Health
Secretary Becerra to make
such tools available in Span-
ish. Latinas are more likely
to be uninsured, lack access
to prenatal care and live in
states with abortion bans,
she said.

“It’sincredibly important
to be centering Latinas and
people of color,” Rodriguez
added, “because we’re the
most impacted by these
abortion bans and attempts
torestrict emergency care.”

Associated Press writers
Seitz and Fernando
reported from Washington
and Chicago, respectively.

Pro-Irump group
suggests a second
U.S. revolution

Heritage Foundation
envisions a ‘bloodless’
revolt with hard-right
Project 2025 agenda.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — The
leader of a conservative
think tank orchestrating
plans for a massive overhaul
of the federal government in
the event of a Republican
presidential win said that
the country is in the midst of
a “second American Revolu-
tion” that will be bloodless “if
the left allows it to be.”

Heritage Foundation
President Kevin Roberts
made the comments Tues-
day on Stephen K. Bannon’s
“War Room” podcast, add-
ing that Republicans are “in
the process of taking this
country back.”

Democrats are “apoplec-
tic right now” because the
right is winning, Roberts
told Dave Brat, a former
congressman from Virginia
who is the podcast’s guest
host while Bannon serves a
four-month prison term for
defying a congressional sub-
poena in the investigation
into the U.S. Capitol attack
onJan. 6,2021.

“And so I come full circle
on this response and just
want to encourage you with
some substance that we are
in the process of the second
American Revolution, which
will remain bloodless if the
left allows it to be,” Roberts
said.

Hisremarks shed light on
what a group that promises
to have significant influence
over a possible second term
for former President Trump
is thinking about this mo-
ment in American politics.

The Heritage Founda-
tion is spearheading Project
2025, a sweeping road map
for a new GOP administra-
tion that includes plans for
dismantling aspects of the
federal government and
ousting thousands of civil
servants in favor of Trump
loyalists who will carry out a
hard-right agenda without
complaint.

His call forrevolutionand

vague reference to violence
also unnerved some Demo-
crats who interpreted it as
threatening.

“This is chilling,” former
Democratic  presidential
candidate Marianne Wil-
liamson wrote on the social
media platform X. “Their
idea of a second American
Revolution is to undo the
first one.”

James Singer, a spokes-
person for President Biden’s
reelection campaign,
pointed to this week’s
Fourth of July holiday in an
emailed statement.

“248 years ago tomorrow
Americadeclared independ-
ence from a tyrannical king,
and now Donald Trump and
his allies want to make him
one at our expense,” Singer
said, adding that Trump
and his allies are “dreaming
of a violent revolution to de-
stroy the very idea of Ameri-
ca.”

Roberts, whose name
Bannon recently floated to
the New York Times as a po-
tential chief of staff option
for Trump, also said on the
podcast that Republicans
should be encouraged by the
Supreme Court’s recent im-
munity ruling.

He said Monday’s deci-
sion — which gives presi-
dents broad immunity from
prosecution — is “vital” to
ensure a president won’'t
have to “second-guess,
triple-guess every decision
they’re making in their offi-

cial capacity.”
Heidi Beirich, co-founder
of the Global Project

Against Hate and Extrem-
ism, said Roberts’ com-
ments about a “second
American Revolution” are “a
bit terrifying but also eluci-
dating.”

The 1,000-page Project
2025 playbook calls for
far-reaching changes in gov-
ernment, including rolling
back protections for the
LGBTQ+ community and
infusing Christianity more
deeply into society.

“Roberts, the Heritage
Foundation and its allies
in Project 2025 want to re-
order American society and
fundamentally change it,”
Beirich said. “He’s said the
quiet part out loud.”

STEVE HELBER Associated Press
THE HERITAGE FOUNDATION aims to dismantle
aspects of the federal government and hold sway over
a potential second term for former President Trump.

U.S. sends 116 migrants back to China

Flight comes after
cooperation resumed
on an issue that has
stirred intense debate.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The
Department of Homeland
Security said that it sent 116
Chinese migrants in the
United States back to home
in the first “large charter
flight” in five years.

The flight, which hap-
pened over the weekend,
comes as Chinese immigra-
tion has become the subject
of intense political debate in
the upcoming U.S. presi-
dential election.

“We will continue to en-
force our immigration laws
and remove individuals
without a legal basis to
remain in the United
States,” Homeland Security
Secretary Alejandro N.
Mayorkas said in a state-
ment Tuesday.

The department said it
was working with China to
“reduce and deter irregular
migration and to disrupt il-
licit human smuggling
through expanded law en-
forcement efforts.” It did not

EvAN Vuccr Associated Press

UNDER Homeland Se-
curity chief Alejandro N.
Mayorkas, the U.S. is
working with China to
combat illegal migration.

respond to questions about
how long the migrants had
beeninthe U.S.

In recent years, the
United States hashad a diffi-
cult time returning Chinese
nationals who do not have
the right to stay in the U.S.
because China has resisted
taking them back. Last year,
the United States saw a
drastic surge in the number
of Chinese migrants enter-
ingthe country illegally from
Mexico.

U.S. authorities arrested
more than 37,000 Chinese
nationals on the southern
border in 2023, 10 times the

number during the previous
year.

Chinese migration has
increasingly become a rally-
ing cry for Republicans and
former President Trump,
who have raised suspicions
about why Chinese mi-
grantsare comingtotheU.S.

Asian advocacy organi-
zations are concerned that
the rhetoric could encour-
age harassment of Asians,
while migrants have said
they’re coming to escape
poverty and repression.

This year, the U.S. and
China resumed cooperation
on migration issues.

The Chinese government
has said it is firmly opposed
to “all forms of illegal immi-
gration.” In a statement in
May, China’s embassy in the
U.S. said the country’s law
enforcement was cracking
down “hard on crimes that
harm the tranquility of na-
tional border, and main-
tained a high pressure
against all kinds of smug-
gling organizations and of-
fenders.”

Homeland Security said
it’s working with China on
more removal flights in the
future but did not give a
timeline for when the next
one would happen.

Earlier this year, a char-

ter flight carried a small
but unknown number of
deportees to the northeast-
ern Chinese city of Shen-
yang, according to Thomas
Cartwright of Witness at
the Border, an advocacy
group that tracks such
flights.

Homeland Security offi-
cials did not say how
many people were on that
March 30 flight, but the
Gulfstream V aircraft typi-
cally has a seating capacity
of 14. It also made a stop
in South Korea before head-
ing back to the U.S,
Cartwright said.

The announcement of
the large charter flight
comes after Ecuador cut off
a key route used by Chinese
migrants to get to the West-
ern Hemisphere. Ecuador
was one of only two main-
land countries in the Ameri-
cas to offer visa-free entry to
Chinese nationals and had
become a popular starting
point for Chinese migrants
who then trek north to the
United States.

As of July 1, Ecuador has
in effect reinstated visas for
Chinese nationals after the
South American country
said it had seen a worrying
increase in irregular migra-
tion.



LATIMES.COM

Slos Anaeles Times

THURSDAY, JULY 4, 2024 Ad

VICE PRESIDENT Kamala Harris speaks during a post-debate campaign rally Friday in Las Vegas. Outside
a San Francisco fundraiser Tuesday night, she told a CBS News reporter firmly, “Joe Biden is our nominee.”

Vice president faces political
pressure — and opportunity

[Harris, from Ail]
including a Tuesday night
event in San Francisco, in
which she categorized the
“elephant in the room” as
both the debate and the
prospect of another Trump
presidency.

“She’s doing her job, and
tosuggest thereis somebody
waiting in the wings, some-
body looking to get a jump
start on 2028 — no, that’s not
Kamala Harris,” said Donna
Brazile, an ally who wants
Biden to stay at the top of
the ticket.

Her sometime rival Gov.
Gavin Newsom has taken a
similar tack, positioning
himself as a public defender
for Biden, distancing him-
self from elements of the
party who want the presi-
dent to step aside. He was
scheduled to visit the White
House on Wednesday night
to “stand with the presi-
dent,” he said in a fundrais-
ing email.

Harris had lunch with
Biden on Wednesday. She
also joined Biden on a cam-
paign call in which he reas-
sured staff that he was “in
thisrace tothe end,” accord-
ing to a person familiar with
the call who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity. “We will
not back down. We will follow
our president’s lead. We will
fight, and we will win,” Har-
ris told the staffers, this per-
son said.

Though Biden promised
her weekly lunches when she
took the job, the meetings
have been inconsistent, an
indication that the presi-
dent has often leaned more
on longtime aides than on
his deputy.

But if she were to run for
president, she could cam-
paign on the administra-
tion’s legislative successes,
including its environmental
and infrastructure spending
bills.

Republicans would seize
on her role as a key player
in Biden’s immigration
policy: Early in his tenure,
the president assigned Har-
ris to oversee a strategy in-
tended to bolster economic,
security and political condi-
tions in Central America to
stem the “root causes” of mi-
gration.

But Harris has never
been comfortable with the
assignment, and Republi-
cans have gleefully cast her
as the “border czar” as they
have attacked the Biden
administration for record
numbers of border arrests.

Harris gained political
strength after the Supreme
Court overturned the right
to abortion in 2022, leading
the White House’s response.
She has been unable to
change the law or to stop red
states from passing exten-
sive restrictions on the pro-
cedure, but she helped the

Democratic Party use the
issue to overperform in the
2022 midterm elections.
Democrats are hoping to
use the issue again if they
can move beyond the con-
cerns over Biden’s fitness
for office.

A CNN poll released
Tuesday found three-quar-
ters of American voters be-
lieved Democrats would
have a better shot at the
White House without Biden.
Among possible replace-
ments, only Harris polled
within 2 percentage points
of Trump. Allies have
long said her name recogni-
tion and control of the
party apparatus would put
her in a better position to
lead than potential rivals,
who include Newsom and
Govs. Gretchen Whitmer of
Michigan, Josh Shapiro of
Pennsylvania and Tim Walz
of Minnesota.

Rep. James E. Clyburn
(D-S.C.),who hasbeen a piv-
otal Biden supporter, said
Tuesday on MSNBC that he
would support Harris as a
replacement, but that his
first preference is Biden re-
maining the candidate.

“But I want to support
her going forward, some-
time in the future,” he said.

But there remains deep
concern about Harris in the
party. Even the CNN poll
showed her with ground to
make up against Trump in a

RoNDA CHURCHILL Associated Press

theoretical matchup, and
that’s without the media
scrutiny and Republican as-
sault that would come with
leading the ticket. And her
early struggles in the job —
which produced high staff
turnover and low poll num-
bers — set a bad impression
for many voters, though her
average approvalinpolls has
improved slightly in the last
few months.

A March USA Today/Suf-
folk poll found that 54%
of voters said she is not
qualified to serve as presi-
dent, compared with 38%
who said she is. Focus
groups shared with The
Times by a pro-Biden Re-
publican group this year
showed swing voters and
even Black voters had nega-
tive impressions, some of
which her allies believe were
tied to herrace and gender.

But even if Harris would
have work to do, no other
possible replacement has
faced as much national
scrutiny, possibly making
them a higher risk for the
party.

“She has been under that
spotlight and has taken her
lumps as a result,” said the
former advisor. “No one can
say she’s unknown at this
point.”

Bierman reported from
Washington and Wiley from
San Francisco.

Abortion rights
backers submit
extra signatures

Advocates in Arizona
say they have twice
the number needed
to put issue on ballot.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

PHOENIX — Arizona
abortion rights supporters
on Wednesday turned in
more than double the signa-
tures needed to put theissue
on November’s ballot in the
key swing state.

Organizers say they sub-
mitted 823,685 signatures,
far above the 383,923 re-
quired, from registered vot-
ers. The measure would add
an amendment to the state
constitution providing a fun-
damental right to an abor-
tion if voters approve it.

County election officials
have until Aug. 22 to verify
whether enough of the peti-
tion signatures are valid and
provide results to the Arizo-
na secretary of state’s office.

Activists in two other
states — Nebraska and Ar-
kansas — also are planning
to submit signatures this
week for ballot measures
about abortion. If success-
ful, those states and Arizona
willjoinfive others where the
issue is set to go before vot-
ers this year: Colorado, Flor-
ida, Maryland, Nevada and
South Dakota.

The issue is a key part of
Democratic campaigns in
this year’s elections. Oppo-
nents of the proposed
amendment say it goes too
far and could lead to unlim-
ited and unregulated abor-
tions in Arizona. Supporters
say a change in the state’s
constitution is necessary to
ensure that abortion rights
cannot be easily erased by a
court decision or legislative
vote.

The proposed constitu-
tional amendment would al-
low abortions in Arizona un-
til a fetus could survive out-
side the womb, typically
around 24 weeks, with ex-
ceptions to save the parent’s
life or to protect her physical
or mental health. It would
restrict the state from
adopting or enforcing any
law that would prohibit ac-
cess to the procedure.

Arizona currently has a
15-week abortion ban in
place.

Officials with Arizona for
Abortion Access, a coalition
that includes the American
Civil Liberties Union of Ari-
zona and Planned Parent-
hood of Arizona, turned in
hundreds of boxes of signed
petitions to the secretary of
state’s office Wednesday
morning.

Arizona for Abortion Ac-
cess spokesperson Dawn
Penich said it was the most
signatures ever submitted
for a citizens initiative in
state history.

“That was our goal from

the get-go,” Penich said. “We
started collecting signa-
tures in September and Oc-
tober 2023 and saw how pas-
sionate people are about
thisissue.”

Arizona’s current abor-
tion ban was signed into law
in 2022 and includes excep-
tions in cases of medical
emergencies and hasrestric-
tions on medication abor-
tion. It also requires that an
ultrasound exam be per-
formed before an abortion is
done, as well as parental
consent for minors.

Two months ago, the Ari-
zona Supreme Court upheld
an 1864 abortion ban that
permitted the procedure
only to save the mother’s life
and provided no exceptions
for survivors of rape or in-
cest. But the Republican-
controlled Legislature voted
for a repeal of the Civil War-
era ban, and Democratic
Gov. Katie Hobbs quickly
signed it. The 19th century
law had been blocked in Ari-
zona since the U.S. Supreme
Court’s 1973 decision in Roe
vs. Wade that affirmed the
constitutional right to abor-
tion nationwide.

In Nebraska, organizers
of a petition to enshrine
abortion rights in the state
constitution have expressed
confidence that they've
gathered enough signatures
to get it on the November
ballot.

Allie Berry, campaign
manager for Protect Our
Rights, and organizers of a
competing petition effort to
codify Nebraska’s 12-week
abortion ban in the state
constitution would not say
how many signatures they
had gathered ahead of
Wednesday’s deadline.

Supporters of an Arkan-
sas proposal to scale back
the state’s abortion ban face
a Friday deadline to submit
petitions to qualify for the

November ballot.
The group behind the
measure, Arkansans for

Limited Government, said
on Tuesday that it still
needed 8,200 signatures.
The group must submit at
least 90,704 valid signatures
to qualify.

The proposed constitu-
tional amendment would
prohibit the state from ban-
ning abortion within the
first 18 weeks of pregnancy.
The proposal includes ex-
emptions for rape, incest
and fatal fetal anomalies
and to protect the mother’s
life. It would also exempt
abortions performed to pro-
tect the mother from a phys-
ical disorder, physical illness
or physical injury.

Arkansas banned nearly
all abortions under a law
that took effect when the
U.S. Supreme Court over-
turned Roevs. Wade. Arkan-
sas’ ban currently exempts
abortions only to protect the
mother’s life in a medical
emergency.

Boxer gives Biden brief window to right campaign

[Barabak, from Ail]

has called for the 8l-year-old
incumbent to withdraw
from the presidential race,
before it’s too late and he
drags his party down with
him. (Many more express
that sentiment in private.)

Boxerisn’'t there. Not yet,
anyway.

Two weeks, she said.
Give Biden two weeks to
demonstrate that his zom-
bified appearance in At-
lanta was an anomaly.

“The man has done it,
time and time again,” Boxer
said this week in a conversa-
tion from her home in Palm
Springs. “Every time he’s
been counted out, he’s come
back. Can he do it one more
time? Idon’t know the an-
swer. But out ofrespect and
admiration for what he’s
done, let’s give him the time
todoit.

“Andifhe can’t, he can’t,”
Boxer said, “and there will
be someone else.”

That’s not exactly a
stand-firm-until-the-last-
dog-dies endorsement.

Butit’'snot castinga
gravely wounded Biden to
the wolves, either.

When the late Sen. Di-
anne Feinstein was going
through her widely chroni-
cled mental and physical
decline, there were wide-
spread calls for her to quit
and make way for someone
younger, more vigorous and
more acute. Boxer, who

made history with Feinstein
when the two were elected
tothe Senate in tandem,
offered a gentle nudge.
There is life — and a good
one — to be had afterleav-
ing the Senate, she advised
her former colleague in a
2021 interview.

But Boxer never overtly
pushed Feinstein, the way
many others did. Her fellow
Democrat died in
September at age 90, hours
after casting her final vote
on the Senate floor.

The situation with Biden
is different, Boxer said.

“We don’t know what
happened with Joe,” she
said, still puzzled nearly a
week later.

She speculated. Perhaps
his lifelong stutter kicked in
under the studio lights?
Maybe Biden suffered from
aterrible head cold, or from
cold medication he’d taken?

“Ithink the president
owes the country an expla-
nation,” Boxer said. And
more crucially, she went on,
he needs to show voters that
he cannot only take on
Donald Trump, but that he
can also defeat him in No-
vember.

“He needs to be out
without a script. Without a
teleprompter and just face
the press, face the public,”
she said. “That’s critical.”

Biden has made a few
public appearances, includ-
ing a comparatively feisty
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BARBARA BOXER and Joe Biden, in 2006, grew close while working together in
the Senate. The California Democrat now says she’ll keep backing him for reelec-
tion bid if he assuages concerns about his age and mental acuity within two weeks.

showing at a North Carolina
rally the day after the de-
bate. He spoke toreporters
following the Supreme
Court’s carte blanche deci-
sion granting presidents
near-total immunity, and
again while discussing the
country’s sizzling weather
at an emergency operations
center in Washington.

But Biden worked off a

teleprompter and refused to
take reporters’ questions.
The president’s first
without-a-net appearance
is a scheduled interview
Friday with ABC’s George
Stephanopoulos. The
stakes are exceedingly high.
Another tottering perform-
ance could lead to adam
burst of calls from Demo-
crats for Biden to step aside.

Meantime, polls taken
after the night of the June 27
debate show Biden losing
ground to Trump and vot-
ers expressing heightened
concern about the presi-
dent’s mental and cognitive
health.

Like many people, Boxer
speaks of a Trump restora-
tion in apocalyptic terms.

“Thisrace islike no

other,” she said. “We have to
stop a man who says he’s
going to be ‘a dictator on
Day One.” Who wants to
imprison his opponents. ...
It gets worse and worse, day
by day.”

She extolled Biden’s
performance over the last
3% years: hisrecord on job
creation, addressing cli-
mate change, fighting to
lower the cost of prescrip-
tion drugs. But that’s allin
the past, and none of it
seems to matter very much
tovoters who, in the here
and now, worry and wonder
very much about Biden’s
capabilities going forward.

Democrats are nervous,
Boxer said. “I'm nervous.
I'mvery nervous.”

But she’s still willing to
give Biden a shot at one
more political comeback.
Two weeks, she said. “Be-
cause in August we have the
convention, and if there is
going to be an open conven-
tion, there needs to be time
for people to decide who
they’re supporting.”

That’s along way from
“Biden or bust.” It shows
even the best of friends and
greatest of admirers have
limits to their hope and
patience with a president
whose mental and physical
capacities seem to be touch-
and-go.

But there’s noroom for
sentimentality with so
much at stake.
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Ambassador Foundation of Pasadena

FANS of the 50-year-old Ambassador Auditorium in Pasadena have called it the “Carnegie Hall of the West.”
Among those who have performed there are jazz legends Ella Fitzgerald, Dave Brubeck and Dizzy Gillespie.

Ambassador Auditorium goes
on the market for $45 million

The Pasadena venue,
opened in 1974 and
now owned by a
church, is revered by
music aficionados.

BY ROGER VINCENT

The storied Ambassador
Auditorium in Pasadena,
which was long considered
one of the region’s top classi-
cal music venues, is for sale
after being owned by a local
church for the last two dec-
ades.

Harvest Rock Church is
asking $45 million for the
1,200-seat auditorium near
the Old Pasadena district
that has also hosted jazz
greats including  Ella
Fitzgerald, Dave Brubeck
and Dizzy Gillespie. It has
been called “the Carnegie
Hall of the West” by fans.

The evangelical Chris-
tian Harvest Rock Church is
based on the property and
uses the auditorium for serv-
ices. It also rents the venue
to the Pasadena Symphony
and the Colburn Orchestra
as well as other performers
that the church finds com-
patible with its religious

mission.

The church recently paid
off its mortgage on the prop-
erty, Pastor Che Ahn said,
and decided to sellit tomake
a move to a bigger facility
somewhere in the Los Ange-
lesregion.

“We’re hoping that some-
one will buy it to really re-
store it to the original pur-
pose and intent of that
building,” he said.

The Ambassador Audi-
torium was intended to be a
showplace for live perform-
ances when it opened in 1974.
The Times called it a “new
Taj Mahal for the arts.”

It was also the center-
piece for Ambassador Col-
lege, operated by the World-
wide Church of God on a 40-
acre campus near the inter-
section of Colorado and Or-
ange Grove boulevards that
has been largely redevel-
oped inrecent years.

Harvest Rock Church
and Maranatha High School
bought a 13-acre portion of
the campus site with five
buildingsincluding the audi-
torium from Worldwide
Church of God in 2004 for an
undisclosed amount. The
auditorium controlled by
Harvest Rock Church is as-
sessed at $13.5 million, pub-
lic records show.

Ambassador College
founder Herbert W. Arm-
strong was a televangelist
who set out to call attention
to his ministry by building a
lavish auditorium where he
could broadcast services
and host high-profile nonre-
ligious events, including an
opening performance by the
Vienna Symphony Orches-
traon April 7,1974.

The auditorium made a
big impression on local mu-
sic aficionados, said Donna
Perlmutter, who was a music
critic at the Los Angeles
Herald Examiner news-
paper when it debuted.

“We were, at the time,
bowled over by the presence
of it,” she said. “It was to
compare with any marvel-
ous auditorium in Europe.”

That it had been created
by abombasticradio and TV
evangelist known for making
dark end-times prophesies
seemed unusual, she said.

“It was almost comical to
think of who it was who
erected this magnificent
place,” Perlmutter said of
Armstrong. “It was such a
weird juxtaposition.”

The acoustics are “opti-
mal,” she said. “It bears a
bright, undistorted sound.
No singer could want more.”

The hall’s design by the

architectural firm Daniel,
Mann, Johnson & Men-
denhall strived for a mid-
century version of glamour,
with a mainlobby chandelier
composed of 100 custom
bulbs and 1,390 crystals in
three tiers of polished
bronze.

Finishes include walls of
Brazilian rosewood and rose
onyx, African shedua wood
railings and ceilings adorn-
ed with hand-rolled 24-carat
gold leaf.

The auditoriumis setina
500,000-gallon water pond
that holds a 37-foot solid
bronze egret designed by
British  sculptor David
Wynne, who also famously
made a bronze sculpture of
the Beatles’ busts in 1964
and is said to have intro-
duced them to Maharishi
Mahesh Yogi.

Potential buyers of the
auditorium include the city
of Pasadena, private in-
vestors, or a group of in-
vestors seeking “to acquire a
landmark with profound
historical significance,” said
real estate agent Isidora
Fridman of Compass, who
has the listing with Lauren
Rauschenberg. The proper-
ty at 131 S. St. John Ave. will
officially go on the market
July 9, Compass said.

Sierra Club, union reach deal; strike averted

Environmental group
agrees to reinstate
some laid-off workers
in exchange for
canceling a pay raise.

By SUHAUNA HUSSAIN

A strike by workers of the
Sierra Club, the prominent
environmental organization
founded in California, was
narrowly averted Tuesday
after an overnight 18-hour-
long marathon bargaining
session.

As part of a deal reached
between the Sierra Club and
the Progressive Workers
Union, which represents
those employed by the or-
ganization’s national chap-
ter, 12 workers, including
several union leaders, will be
reinstated — out of some 70
workers who were recently
laid off.

In exchange, the union
agreed to forgo a 7% raise for
workers the organization
had previously agreed to in
negotiations. It also agreed
to withdraw several unfair
labor practice chargesit had
filed with the National La-
bor Relations Board alleg-
ing the organization had de-
liberately delayed bargain-
ing and retaliated against
union leaders.

The deal was struck mere
hours before picket lines
were scheduled to be held at
8a.m. Tuesday at the organi-
zation’s offices in Los Ange-
les, Oakland and Washing-
ton, D.C. Thedeal appearsto
have, at least for the mo-

BRIAN VAN DER BRUG Los Angeles Times

A SIERRA CLUB organizer near Mammoth Lakes in 2021. The deal with the
Progressive Workers Union was struck hours before the walkout was to begin.

ment, put to rest internal
turmoil at the environmen-
tal group over allegations of
retaliatory layoffs and finan-
cial mismanagement.

Walter Keady, newly
elected president of the
Progressive Workers Union,
said in a statement that the
vote to strike “showed that
Sierra Club’s unions are
committed to protecting one
another in the face of finan-
cial trouble at the organiza-
tion.”

“Nodealis perfect, but we
are excited that this agree-
ment meets our strike plat-
form and avoids unneces-
sary harm to the Sierra Club
community that could have
occurred during a strike,”

Keady said.

The Sierra Club agreed
that if fundraising stays on
track, it willnot carry out ad-
ditional layoffs for at least
the next 10 months. Those
who will not get their
jobs back will receive addi-
tional severance and layoff
benefits under the agree-
ment.

The deal also settles is-
sues raised in contract talks
that have dragged onfor sev-
eral months. It covers issues
related to overtime hours,
pay raises for added job re-
sponsibilities, and use of
generative Al, among oth-
ers.

Final negotiations are
scheduled over the next

week, and a contract agree-
ment is expected to be rati-
fied by the end of the month.

Sierra Club Executive
Director Ben Jealous an-
nounced the deal in an email
to staff midday Tuesday.

In the email, he thanked
the union’s leadership “for
their commitment and will-
ingness to work together to
reach an agreement,” and he
emphasized the organiza-
tion’s “mission critical work”
to protect clean air and wa-
ter.

“We all share a deep love
and commitment to the Si-
erra Club and the dedicated
staff and volunteers who are
thelifeblood of our organiza-
tion,” Jealous wrote.

Microsoft agrees to
pay $14 million to end
discrimination claims

BY SUHAUNA HUSSAIN

Microsoft will pay a $14.4-
million settlement after Cal-
ifornia’s Civil Rights Depart-
ment accused the company
of retaliation and discrimi-
nation against workers who
take parental or disability
leave, or leave to take care of
afamily member.

Workers at Microsoft in
California experience disad-
vantages in pay and promo-
tion opportunities when
they take these types of pro-
tected leave, a multiyear in-
vestigation by the Civil
Rights Department found.

Employees who took pro-
tected leave would receive
lower bonuses and unfavor-
able performance reviews,
the department said in its
complaint, filed July 1 in
Santa Clara County. When
Microsoft managers
awarded annual bonuses,
stock awards or merit in-
creases, they did not con-
sider time on protected
leave as time during which
employees were actively
working — although other
forms of leave were not dis-
counted, according to the
complaint.

Women and people with
disabilities were dispropor-
tionately affected, the de-
partment alleged.

Some managers also al-
legedly commented nega-
tively about employees who
tookleave, and workers have
reported concerns with re-
taliation after requesting or
taking protected leave.

“Microsoft’s challenged
actions are ongoing and will
continue to harm,” the com-
plaint states.

Microsoft spokesperson

Sarah Naciri said it disa-
greed with the allegations.

“Microsoft is committed
to an environment that em-
powers our employees to
take leave when needed and
provides the flexibility and
support necessary for them
to thrive professionally and
personally,” Naciri said in an
emailed statement. “While
we believe the agency’s alle-
gations are inaccurate, we
will continue to listen, learn,
and support our employ-
ees.”

Microsoft, headquar-
tered in Redmond, Wash.,
maintains offices in Califor-
nia, mostly concentrated in
the Bay Area.

Nearly allthe money from
the agreement will go
toward current and former
employees eligible for direct
relief. A worker is eligible if
they worked for Microsoft in
California in 2017 or later for
at least three months and
took aleave protected under
state or federal law.

Aspart ofthe settlement,
Microsoft agreed to hire an
independent consultant to
examine and make recom-
mendations on the compa-
ny’s personnel policies to en-
sure managers do not con-
sider time on protected
leave in determining annual
rewards and promotions.

The company also agreed
to train managers and hu-
man resources personnel
about this kind of discrimi-
nation, and to ensure em-
ployees know how to raise
complaints if they believe
they were denied bonuses or
other awards unfairly.

Additionally, the consult-
ant will provide annual re-
ports to the Civil Rights De-
partment.

Fed seeks more evidence
of a cooling economy

June meeting minutes
show policymakers
see signs of slowing
inflation but are not
ready to cut rates.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Fed-
eral Reserve officials at their
most recent meeting wel-
comed recent signs that in-
flation is slowing and high-
lighted data suggesting that
the job market and the
broader economy could be
cooling.

Both trends, if they con-
tinued, could lead the Fed to
cut its benchmark interest
rate in the coming months
fromits 23-year peak 0f5.3%.

The minutes of the Fed’s
June 11-12 meeting, released
Wednesday, showed that the
policymakers saw several
factors that could further
ease inflation in the coming
months. These factors in-
cluded the slower growth of
wages, which reduces pres-
sure on companies to raise
prices to cover their labor
costs.

The policymakers also
pointed to several cases of
retail chains and other busi-
nesses lowering prices and
offering discounts, a sign
that customers are increas-
ingly resisting higher prices.

Yet the officials also said
more evidence was needed
to demonstrate that infla-
tion was returning sustain-
ably to the Fed’s 2% target.
They signaled that they
were in no rush to reduce
borrowing costs.

The minutes of the Fed’s
meetings sometimes pro-
vide key details behind the
policymakers’ thinking, es-
pecially about how their
views oninterest rates might
be evolving. The financial
markets are eagerly await-
ing more clarity about the
likely timetable for the Fed
to begin cutting its bench-
mark rate. Rate cuts by the
Fed would probably lead,
over time, to lower borrow-
ingcostsformortgages, auto
loans and credit cards as
well as business borrowing,
and could also boost stock
prices.

In a noticeable shift from
previous minutes, the offi-
cials cited concerns that a
further cooling of the job
market would probably lead
to layoffs. So far, slowing de-

mand for workers has
mostly appeared in the form
of fewer job postings. Their
stated concern about a pos-
sible increase in layoffs sug-
gests that the Fed needs to
more fully consider both its
policy goals: stable prices
and full employment. Thatis
a shift from the previous two
years, when the Fed was fo-
cused solely on curbing in-
flation, which reached a
four-decade high in 2022 of
9.1%.

“The vast majority of par-
ticipants assessed that
growth in economic activity
appeared to be gradually
cooling, and most participa-
nts remarked that they
viewed” the central bank’s
benchmark rate as high
enough to slow growth and
inflation.

After last month’s meet-
ing, Fed officials issued a
statement saying that infla-
tion had resumed declining
toward their 2% target. But
they also scaled back their
expectations for rate cuts
this year, from three cuts to
one.

At a news conference,
though, Chair Jerome H.
Powell downplayed the fore-
cast for a single cut and said
either one or two cuts were
equally plausible. Four ofthe
19 policymakers said they
envisioned no cuts at all this
year. The remaining 15 offi-
cials were nearly evenly split
between one and two cuts.

On Tuesday, financial
markets drew encourage-
ment from remarks Powell
made during a monetary
policy conference in Portu-
gal. Powell said the Fed had
made “quite a bit of prog-
ress” toward bringing infla-
tion back to 2%.

Consumer price in-
creases were persistently
high in the first three
months oftheyear, he noted,
but in April and particularly
May, inflation resumed the
steady decline that had be-
gun in the second half of
2023.

Inthelatest Fed minutes,
many of the officials also
noted that lower- and mod-
erate-income households
are “encountering increas-
ing strains as they at-
tempted to meet higher liv-
ingcosts.”

“Such strains,” the min-
utes said, “which were evi-
dent inrising credit card uti-
lization and delinquency
rates aswell as motorvehicle
loan delinquencies, were a
significant concern.”
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A changing of the guar

[Paramount, from Ail]
we’ve been here before and
it’s unclear whether all out-
standing issues have been
addressed.”

The prize now finally feels
within reach for Ellison, the
41-year-old son of billionaire
Larry Ellison, co-founder of
Oracle Corp. The break-
through came this week af-
ter months of high drama,
including tumultuous be-
hind-the-scenes negotia-
tions, boardroom conflict
and two spectacular U-turns
by Redstone.

Redstone abruptly
pulled the plug on Ellison’s
deal June 11, just as it ap-
peared the deal was on the
edge of completion. Her
shifting stance startled in-
dustry observers — and Pa-
ramount insiders — because
she had been the biggest
champion of Ellison’s bid,
even sidelining the deal’s de-
tractors who had been
standing in the way, includ-
ing ousting former Pa-
ramount Chief Executive
Bob Bakish.

After Redstone aban-
doned the talks, Ellison and
his bidding partners spent
about a week regrouping.
Ellison then reached out to
Redstone to try again, ac-
cording to two knowledge-
able people not authorized
to discuss the internal proc-
ess.

Ellison and his backers
RedBird Capital Partners,
private equity firm KKR and
Larry Ellison had agreed to
sprinkle in more sweeteners
—including another $50 mil-
lion earmarked for the Red-
stones’ NAI — in an attempt
torestore trust and get deal
talks back on track, accord-
ing to three people familiar
with the process.

In total, the Skydance-
Paramount deal is valued at

for Paramount Global?

BRIAN VAN DER BRUG Los Angeles Times

STRUGGLING media giant Paramount Global, which owns CBS, the Paramount Pictures studio and cable
channels MTV, Nickelodeon and Comedy Central, is poised to be joined with David Ellison’s Skydance Media.

about $8.4 billion.

Selling National Amuse-
ments would net the Red-
stone family $1.75 billion, af-
ter the firm’s debts are paid.
In addition, Skydance and
its financial partners have
agreed to provide a $1.5-bil-
lion cash infusion to help Pa-
ramount pay down some of
its debt to improve its bal-
ance sheet. Those payments
would be made after the deal
closes, knowledgeable peo-
ple said.

The arrangement also
would set aside $4.5 billion to
buy shares belonging to Pa-
ramount’s B-Class, or non-
voting, investors who might
be eager to exit.

Wall Street cheered the
new twist Wednesday, send-
ing Paramount shares up
nearly 7% to $11.46.

As part of the trans-
action, Ellison intends to
merge privately held Sky-
dance — the 14-year-old
Santa Monica movie, televi-
sion and gaming firm behind
Paramount blockbuster
“Top Gun: Maverick” — with
Paramount.

The next step is for Pa-
ramount’s board to approve
the deal. The arrangement
would also require the con-
sent of federal regulators.
That process would take
months.

Momentum grew in re-

cent days because both
sides wanted to clinch a deal
before next week’s annual
Sun Valley, Idaho, media
mogul conference, which
draws such heavy hitters as
Walt Disney Co. Chief Exe-
cutive Bob Iger, Amazon
CEO Andy Jassy and found-
er Jeff Bezos, news baron
Rupert Murdoch — and
Redstone.

The Skydance group also
agreed to strengthen provi-
sions to try to shield the
Redstone family from share-
holder lawsuits related to
the deal, knowledgeable
people said. Some nonvot-
ing shareholders have long
objected to the Ellison pro-

posal, saying it benefited the
Redstone family at the ex-
pense of everyday investors.

Wrangling over indemni-
fication proposals proved
fraught in the days before
the deal collapsed in early
June.

At one point, Redstone
sought the ability to allow
regular shareholders to have
asaywith anonbindingvote.
But that was a nonstarter
for Skydance and RedBird.
In the end, the two sides
agreed on a 45-day “go shop”
period, allowing Paramount
to field other offers.

It's unclear whether
there are others interested
in buying Paramount whole,

Pending Angel City sale shows value of women’s sports

[Angel City, from Ai]
Alexis Ohanian as the
team’s controlling share-
holder.

Ohanian also was the
team’s representative on the
National Women’s Soccer
League Board of Governors.
It was not immediately clear
who would assume that role.

Angel City officials de-
clined to comment.

Last fall, Ohanian, Angel
City’s lead investor and one
of its four primary owners,
raised objections to the
team’s profligate spending.
Angel City had by far the
most revenue in the NWSL
last year at $31 million, but it
also is spending the most,
leaving it years away from
profitability.

The resulting six-month
feud ultimately led the
team’s board to hire Moelis
& Co., a New York invest-
ment bank, to manage a sale

L

ASHLEY LANDIS Landis/Invision

BOB IGER and wife Willow Bay are close to acquir-
ing a majority stake in the Angel City FC soccer team.

ofthe NWSL club.

According to the online
site Semafor, the investment
from Bay and Iger has a pre-
capital valuation of $250 mil-
lion.

The team now values it-
self at $300 million, Semafor
said. That’s $120 million
more than the valuation
Sportico gave the club in Oc-
tober and nearly 52 times

the average 2023 valuation of
the other I NWSL clubs.

Angel City FC was
launched four years ago by
actress Natalie Portman,
venture capitalist XKara
Nortman and entrepreneur
Julie Uhrman, who quickly
recruited more than 100 in-
vestors from Hollywood and
the sports world. The vast
majority of the team’s in-
vestors are women, giving it
the largest female-led own-
ership group in pro sports
history.

That made Bay’s role in
the investment particularly
important to many of the
owner/investors who had to
sign off on the deal.

Iger and Bay attended
Angel City’s home game
against Orlando on Sunday,
one Angel City (4-8-3) lost,
falling to 11th in the 14-team
league standings.

Investors have been

MARKET ROUNDUP

Wall Street hits more record highs on rate hopes

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Wall
Street’s record-breaking
rally kept going Wednesday
after weak reports on the
U.S. economy kept the door
open for possible cuts to in-
terest rates.

The Standard & Poor’s
500 rose 0.5% to set an all-
time high for a second
straight day and for the 33rd
time this year. The Dow
Jones industrial average
slipped 01% while the
Nasdaq composite added
0.9% to its record set the day
before. Trading ended early
for the day ahead of the
Fourth of July holiday.

Tesla again helped boost
the market and rose 6.5% a
day after reporting a milder
drop in sales for the spring
than analysts feared. It was
one of the strongest forces
pushing upward on the S&P
500, along with Nvidia. The
darling of Wall Street’s rush
into artificial intelligence
technology climbed 4.6% to
bring the chip company’s
gain for the year to 159%.

The action was stronger
in the bond market, where
Treasury yields slid after a
flurry ofreports that camein
weaker than expected on
both the job market and U.S.
services companies. The
data could keep the Federal
Reserve on course to deliver
the cuts tointerest rates this
yearthat Wall Street desires.

One report said activity
for businesses in the real es-
tate, retail trade and other
U.S. services industries con-
tracted in June for just the

Major stock indexes

Daily Daily % YTD %
Index Close change change change
Dow industrials 39,308.00 -23.85 -0.06 +4.29
S&P 500 5,537.02 +28.01 +0.51 +16.08
Nasdaq composite 18,188.30 +159.54 +0.88  +21.16
S&P 400 2917.86 +7.25 +0.25 +4.90
Russell 2000 2,036.62 +2.75 +0.14 +0.47
EuroStoxx 50 4,965.80 +59.47 +1.21 +9.82
Nikkei (Japan) 40,580.76 +506.07 +1.26  +21.27
Hang Seng (Hong Kong) 17978.57 +209.43 +1.18 +5.46

Associated Press

third time in 49 months. The
reading was weaker than
economists’ forecasts,
which called for just a slow-
ing of growth. Perhaps more
importantly for Wall Street,
thereport from the Institute
Supply Management also
said prices were increasing
at a slower pace.

That followed reports
from earlier in the morning
showing a slowing job mar-
ket. One said slightly more
U.S. workers applied for un-
employment benefits last
week than economists ex-
pected, though the number
remains low compared with
history. Another from ADP
indicated employers outside
the government slowed their
hiring last month, when
economists were forecasting
an acceleration.

A muchmore anticipated
report will arrive Friday,
when the U.S. government
will give its comprehensive
update about how many
workers employers added to
their payrolls during June.

The yield on the 10-year
Treasury dropped to 4.35%
from 4.44% late Tuesday, a

notable move for the bond
market, and much of the
slide came after the report
on U.S. services businesses.
It’s been generally sinking
since April on hopes that in-
flation is slowing enough to
get the Federal Reserve to
lower its main interest rate
from the highest level in
more than two decades.

Wednesday’s move
erased some of a recent re-
covery foryields. Last week’s
debate between President
Biden and former President
Trump pushed some tra-
ders to make moves in antic-
ipation of a Republican
sweep in November, which
would raise the possibility of
tax cuts and other policies
that could cause the U.S.
government’s debt to swell.

The two-year Treasury
yield, which more closely
tracks expectations for Fed
actions, fell to 4.70% from
4.75% late Tuesday. Traders
are now betting on a nearly
3-in-4 chance that the Fed-
eral Reserve will cut its main
interest rate as soon as Sep-
tember, according to data
from CME Group.

On Wall Street, Constel-
lation Brands sank 3.3% af-
ter swinging between gains
and losses during the day.
The company behind Mod-
elo beer and Robert Mon-
davi wines reported strong-
er profit for the latest quar-
ter than expected, but its
revenue came up just shy of
analysts’ forecasts.

All told, the S&P 500 rose
28.01 points to 5,537.02. The
Dow dipped 2385 to
39,308.00, and Nasdaq
gained 159.54 to 18,188.30.

This is a traditionally
strong time of year for Wall
Street, according to Mark
Hackett, Nationwide’s chief
of investment research. He
said the first half of July has
been the best two-week
stretch for stocks on the cal-
endar since 1928, and the
S&P 500 has risen in July for
nine straight years.

Even though discour-
aging reports have shown
lower-income households
are struggling to keep up
with still-high inflation, “the
glass-half-full mindset of in-
vestors continues to drive
markets higher,” Hackett
said.

In stock markets abroad,
indexes rose across much of
Europe and Asia. France’s
CAC 40 climbed 1.2% to re-
cover more of its losses
caused by worries that a
swing away from centrist
government policies could
lead to higher debt for the
French government.

The FTSE 100 rose 0.6% in
London ahead of an election
in the United Kingdom,
while Tokyo’s Nikkei 225
jumped 1.3%.

flocking to women’s sports
and the NWSL in the last
couple of years, with global
investment firm  Sixth
Street backing Bay FC, the
expansion team in Northern
California; the Levine Le-
ichtman family, which
jointly manages the invest-
ment firm Levin Leicthman
Capital Partners, buying the
San Diego Wave in March for
a record $120 million; and
Laura Ricketts, co-owner of
baseball’s Chicago Cubs,
buying the Chicago Red
Stars last summer.

Nearly every NWSL team
has undergone an owner-
ship change or welcomed
significant new investment
in the last four years, giving
the league more billionaire
backers than ever before.

“The industry, the sports
industry, recognized that
women’s sports were a good
investment,” said Cheryl
CooKky, a professor of wom-
en’s, gender and sexuality
studies at Purdue. “And so
they’re also sort of joining
the bandwagon.”

largely because of the severe
challenges facing the cable
programming business. The
company’s cable channels,
once industry leaders, have
seen their audiences flee in
the shift to streaming and
bountiful on-demand offer-
ings, including from Netflix
and Hulu.

Apollo Global Manage-
ment and Sony Pictures En-
tertainment had expressed
interest in parts of Pa-
ramount. Sony wanted the
Paramount Pictures studio
and its rich library, which in-
cludes the “Mission: Impos-
sible” and “Top Gun” fran-
chises. Warner Bros. Discov-
ery was interested, in large
part, in buying CBS to
strengthen its television
portfolio, including TNT
and CNN.

But even under Ellison,
the company may need to
consider unloading certain
assets, analysts said. Pa-
ramount has reportedly re-
started the process of poten-
tially selling BET, for exam-
ple.

“I think what we can ex-
pect is a stabilization of its
balance sheet,” said Laurent
Yoon, senior analyst at
Bernstein. “If you're able to
stabilize the balance sheet,
it helps them to invest in
growth. But even if they in-
vest in growth, they’re not
going to see the fruits of that
in the near term. It will take
time.”

Other potential buyers of
National Amusements sur-
faced in recent months,
complicating Redstone’s de-
cision.

She has overseen the
family’s empire since her fa-
ther, Sumner Redstone, be-
gan dealing with health is-
sues eight years ago. He died
in 2020.

The other suitors — for-
mer top Seagram and Warn-
er Music executive Edgar
Bronfman Jr. and Holly-
wood producer Steven Paul
(“Ghost in the Shell,” “Baby
Geniuses”) — separately
had proposed paying the
family more than $1.75 bil-
lion.

Challenges amid the
changing industry in many
ways prompted Redstone to
part with her beloved family
heirloom. The decision to let
go was a difficult one, ac-
cording to people close to
the mogul. Her family has
long taken great pride in its
ownership of Paramount,
formerly known as Viacom.

Redstone’s adult chil-
dren — who are in line to in-
herit the family’s fortune —
had initially advocated for
the Skydance deal, accord-
ing to two people familiar
with the matter but not au-
thorized to speak publicly.

In addition to the family’s
Paramount shares, National
Amusements includes a re-
gional movie theater chain
founded by Sumner Red-
stone’s father, Mickey, a for-
mer linoleum floor sales-
man, during the Great De-
pression.

Times staff writer
Samantha Masunaga
contributed to thisreport.
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Inever gave much cele-
bratory thought to July 4.
When civies was taught in
my high school during the
1970s, I was engaged enough
tolearn it was when the
United States formally
broke from Great Britain in
1776. That’s it. Let the fire-
works begin.

It is only now, as a senior
citizen, that I am beginning
torealize the Fourth of July
means so much because of
what may be lost.

My young adult children
have fewer rights than I had
at their age. Afterall, I had
the privilege of attending
and graduating from a
prestigious university due to
affirmative action. I had the
right to have an abortion
after an unfortunate circum-
stance.Ihad theright to
read the books of my choice
without a raised eyebrow.

And oh yes, we had the
right to protest our uni-
versities’ investments in
apartheid South Africa with
minimal blowback.

While I have always
regarded Juneteenth as the
true date of my ancestors’
freedom, the wave of
authoritarianism hitting
our nation forces me to
recognize that our democ-
racy is fragile. The Constitu-
tionisincreasingly being
interpreted without consid-
eration of the amendments
meant tolevel the playing
field for marginalized
groups. We may soon take a
deep dive into dictatorship.

So thisyear, my celebra-
tion extends from June-
teenth to July 4.Ihope the
movement backward can at
least be paralyzed by having
more Americans get their
information from credible
sources and voting in No-
vember. If you don’t know
what an authoritarian gov-
ernment is, research and
read. If you don’t know how
it might affect you, chal-
lenge yourself to think
about it critically.

This year, I celebrate the
freedom to vote — because
make no mistake, that can
change too.

LyNN WILLIAMS
Los Angeles

I am celebrating this
Fourth of July because the
America in which my grand-
sons are growing upisa
better country than the one
Idid.

Between 1960 and 2020,
our country made more
progressin education,
politics and economics than
in any 60-year period in our
history. America changed
dramatically, and our insti-
tutions have reflected that.

Between 1976 and 2020,
our minority population
grew by more than 200%, as
we became one of the most
ethnically diverse countries
in the world. High school
dropout rates declined, and
the number of minority
students who went to col-
lege increased by nearly
400% — and the number
who graduated, by almost
700%. Poverty rates have
declined, and median family
incomes have gone up.

In 1964, out 0of 435 House
members, only 12 were
women and eight were
minorities. Today, as a
consequence of the 1964
Civil Rights Act and the 1965
Voting Rights Act, there are
126 women and about 130
minority membersin the
House.

Millions of Americans
fought to make America a
more egalitarian and a more
democratic nation, and they
succeeded. The abolitionist
minister Theodore Parker
and the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr. talked about the
moral arc of the universe
beinglong but bending
toward justice — and in the
last 60 years, that arc has
bent more toward justice
thanin any period in our
history.

JOHN PEREZ
North Hollywood

The writer was a member
of'the California Postsec-
ondary Education Commis-
sion from 2005-2011.

The Fourth of July brings

up mixed feelings of pride,
pain and sadness.

A unifying celebration

of our nation?
Not this Fourth of July

oday, our nation brandishes the flag and our collective pride as we
celebrate the day when, 248 years ago, a group of traitors to the
English monarchy formally declared the independence of the
United States from the British Empire. The flags we wave and the
national union we exalt may be the same, but as the letters below
make clear, the reasons we have for doing so might be different — especially
ahead of the November election.
Last month, we asked readers to share their thoughts on the Fourth of July,
specifically what they see as continuing to bind our nation together in a
politically fraught time. Some readers wrote letters saying they detected an
effort to elicit a positive reaction — but sorry, L.A. Times, not this Fourth of
July. Others said they felt a sense of heightened pride over American ideals
that are under assault. A handful saw plenty to praise about our nation.
Perhaps this is a display of our national motto, “e pluribus unum” — out of
many, one. I suppose that’s one positive way to look at a polarized nation on its

248th birthday.

Pain, because my daugh-
ter was born on the Fourth
of July and died on Dec. 25,
1972, ofleukemia.

Pride, because our family
has served for six genera-
tions in various military
branches. It began with our
ancestor Andres Nava, who
died during the Texas Revo-
lution defending the Alamo.
It continued with grand-
fathers onboth sides ofthe
family who were drafted in
World War I. In World War II,
our ancestor Alfredo Basal-
dua Nava served in the
Pacific theater and received
many medals.

Many more family mem-
bers served our country
elsewhere and were com-
mended for their service. As
istraditional in our family,
the names of Andres (An-
drew) Nava and Alfredo
(Alfred) Basaldua Nava
have been given to many of
their descendants.

Finally, Ifeel sadness
knowing many people do
not know just how many
Americans of Mexican
descent have served in the
military, including many
Medal of Honor recipients.
Furthermore, many immi-
grants from Mexico have
served or are serving to
protect our nation’s free-
doms today.

This July 4, I will be re-
membering my daughter,
who called herself a “real-life
niece of my Uncle Sam”
after she found out the
fireworks and barbecues
were not really about her
birthday. I will be thinking
about my ancestors and
descendants who served
this country for all these

generations and in all these
wars, and I will pray that we
can one day celebrate peace
on our nation’s birthday.
MARY Lou Nava
HAMAKER
San Clemente

Inyourinvitation for
people to write commemo-
rating Independence Day, I
sensed a desire for lettersin
the vein of, “There’s still
more that unites us than
divides us.” While I wish
that were the case, it clearly
isnot.

Aswe’re staring down
the barrel of another Don-
ald Trump presidency, what
canyou say about the man
that hasn’t been said be-
fore? You're talking about
an individual completely
lacking in honesty, compas-
sion, intelligence, morality
—virtually everything that
makes a decent human
being, well, decent.

While I am revolted by
the man, my dismay is more
directed at the roughly half
of the voting populace that
will mark their ballots for
him in November. I will
never understand what kind
of hatred and delusion these
people are under, and no
amount of “talking it out”
will change anything.

What mystifies me as
wellis that there is no dis-
cussion of breaking this
country up. Ifthere ever
were any values that truly
united us, they’re long gone.
Those of us out west would
be happier governing our-
selves, and I'm sure those in
Texas would as well.

— Paul Thornton, letters editor

Photo illustration by JESSICA DE JESUS Los Angeles Times; Getty Images

Would a break-up be
messy? Of course. But I fear
the status quo will be worse.

MARK BATTISTA
Studio City

Asan Indigenous Native
American, my perspective
on celebrating the Fourth of
July probably differs from
that of most others.

My family lived on a
reservation, and we loved
the Fourth of July celebra-
tion — it was the highlight of
the year. When World War II
started, as a10-year-old I
was convinced that every-
thing American was good,
and anything relating to the
enemy was bad. Iidentified
strongly and proudly with
America. That patriotic
spirit bound our union.

Asanadult,Iwas afam-
ily man of faith, a Korean
War veteran, a retired busi-
ness owner and a taxpaying
citizen. I have been blessed
in all those endeavors.

But recently I have be-
come aware of some ignored
history that causes me to
wonder: Should we be cele-
brating the Fourth of July at
all?

Consider what the great-
ness of this country was
built on. In the 15th century,
explorers were empowered
in the name ofreligion to
takeland, and to enslave or
exterminate the Indigenous
inhabitants if they resisted.
Chattel slavery of Africans
enriched slave owners.
Indigenous people were
victims of government-
ordered genocide.

Our land was stolen. We

were removed to reserva-
tions or massacred. Our
cultures were eliminated in
boarding schools. Very little
ofthisis revealed accurately
in our history books.
Politicians usually end
their speeches with, “May
God bless America.” Inow
believe, rather that seeking
God’s blessing, we should be
pleading for mercy.
HAROLD PRINTUP
Mar Vista

Tamsorry, L.A. Times. I
would like to be as positive
asyou seem to be and write
anice essay on what binds
this country together.

Not today. I only cele-
brate a publication such as
yours to allow me my voice,
and maybe for not much
longer.

Early in his presidency,
Trump declared the free
press to be the enemy of the
people. That should have
been the reddest of red
flags. Ifhe wins back the
White House, how long
before he can shut down
The Times and every other
publication that he finds
disagreeable?

We’ve seen an entire
political party bend the
knee with no shame. We
know the people will follow,
as too many already have.

The question is, do we
survive this? Will we be
bruised and bloodied but
still holding onto our ideals?
I’'mnot so sure.

Thank you for this op-
portunity to speak my mind.

JOHN G. HiLL
Mission Hills

Asmy city of Hunting-
ton Beach prepares forits
popular Fourth of July
parade, one cannot ignore
the fact that Surf City is
greatly polarized because
the ultraconservative ma-
jority on our City Council
consistently focuses on
contentious culture-war
policies. Tension will surely
be noticeable at thisyear’s
event.

Behind the veil of overt
patriotism, one cannot
ignore what took place
during the last year in city
government, including
attacks on the public li-
brary, false stories of elec-
tion fraud and blatant
anti-LGBTQ+ policies.

Despite such gloom,
democracy has been rekin-
dled inrecent weeks. Thou-
sands of signatures have
been collected for two ballot
initiatives, which would
give all Huntington Beach
citizens, not just a handful
of far-right conservatives, a
voice in how our public
library is managed.

During the summer of
1776, American towns cele-
brated their new independ-
ence from a monarchy ruled
by afew. Let’s hope that
Huntington Beach can
return to the day when
residents can celebrate the
true meaning of the Fourth
of July — because as Abra-
ham Lincoln said, a house
divided against itself can-
not stand.

CArROL DAUS
Huntington Beach

Philosophies aside, what
binds our nation is our flag.
Born and raised in Balti-
more, I have always held a
special place in my heart for
our flag. To this day I get
teary-eyed whenever I hear
“The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner” and see our flag on
display.
Our nation has fought
forit.
Soldiers have died for it.
Other nations can only
wish they had one like it.
It is hated by some,
revered by others.
It moves me.
It calms me.
It commands my re-
spect.
It isthe mosticonic
symbol of my lifetime.
MARK SKURNIK
Mission Viejo

This is the 95th birthday
of our nation within my
lifetime. My introspection is
influenced by the experi-
ences of my grandparents,
who fled antisemitism and
the pogroms of 19th century
UkKkraine.

America did not invent
freedom and individual
rights. Those yearnings
have dwelt forever in hu-
man hearts the world over.
Rather, our nation is enno-
bled by the institutions and
documents created by the
Founding Fathers — the
Declaration of Independ-
ence and Constitution,
which guarantee the bless-
ings and define the obliga-
tions of U.S. citizenship.

My innate optimism
about the future of our
nation is tempered cur-
rently by these concerns:

Iam appalled by indica-
tions that roughly half of
the voters are currently
inclined to return Trump to
the presidency, even
though his term in office
was beset by adminis-
trative chaos and termi-
nated with illegal actions to
reverse the 2020 election.
Heis a convicted felon who
admires tyrants and a
person of deeply flawed
character.

Iam concerned about
the eminence of extremists
in both major parties.Iam
concerned about the failure
of our schools and colleges
to produce well-informed
citizens. I am concerned
about societal ills such as
homelessness and aggres-
sive lawlessness.

I hope this Fourth of
July will celebrate the emer-
gence of inspirational and
unifying leadership to
realign our nation toward
its benevolent potential.

MEL SPITZ
Beverly Hills
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Make

baseball
beautiful
again

By Rubén Martinez

HE FOLLOWING CONFESSION
may come as a shock to those
who know me: I am now a con-
servative. When it comes to
baseball, that is.

I watched the blown check-swing call
that allowed the Dodgers to win a game
against the Rockies last month in an im-
probable comeback and to the fury of Col-
orado fans. The ump’s clear mistake will
only add to demands that check-swing
callsbeincludedinthe instant replay pro-
tocol.

But check-swing subjectivity is a fun-
damental part of the way baseball is sup-
posed to function: humanly, in sublime,
sometimes maddening imperfection.
MLB interventions to “fix” it — larger
bases, the ghost runner at second base in
extrainnings, batterslimited to one time-
out per at-bat and, worst of all, the pitch
clock — are blows against the beauty of
the game.

Admittedly, these changes seem to be
quite popular. Games had been running
longer and longer with incessant pitching
changes, dawdling batters and, yes, re-
play reviews. But what monstrous hubris
to think we know better than baseball’s
Original Framers! Ninety feet between
bases, 60 feet, 6 inches between pitching
rubber and home plate — these are di-
vinely induced measurements. Start
messing with tradition and the heart of
the game islost to hyper-regulated “reali-
ty.”

Baseball is not reality. It is myth per-
formed by real bodies. And imperfection,
which is also the unexpected, beyond the
reach of metrics, is where the magic
comes from — magical triumph and mag-
ical heartbreak, larger than life, operatic.

There is no doubt that soccer is the
“beautiful game,” but baseball gives it a
run for its money. Its own beauty has re-
sulted from the gradual accrual of tradi-
tion, which has given us a poetics.

Languor is one of baseball’s essential
characteristics. Seemingly nothing hap-
pens for long minutes; no one scores, no
“bang-bang” double plays, just lazy fly
balls and dribbled grounders; you are
swayed by the lullaby of sun and beer into
a somnambulant state.

And then “just like that,” as Vin Scully
used to say, there’s a majestic home run
blast, a leaping catch, a fierce duel be-
tween pitcher and batter, a spectacular
strikeout. The explosion of affect is all the
more powerful for having emerged so sud-
denly from the caesura. (Soccer fans ex-
perience a version of these symphonic
changes of tempo on the pitch.)

Baseball’s temporality is inseparable
from its physical dimensions, the space-
time of the game. The vast swath of grass
between outfielders, the closer quarters
of the infielders, the tunnel of focus that
connects pitcher, batter, catcher and um-
pire.

The imperfection of umpires is indis-
pensable in the gestalt. Video appeals rob
us of the opportunity to yell at the ump to
get glasses, or suffer much worse things.
A blown call can lead to simultaneous ju-
bilation and heartbreak, with the losers
rending their garments and smarting
from the insult of being “robbed.”

All asit should be.

I say: Bring back smaller bags and
keep stealing a base a rare art! I say: No
more ghost runner (what did he do to de-
serve to be there?) and go on all night
with punch-drunk players if that’s what
the game demands. And most of all I say:
Smash the pitch clock with an Adiron-
dack bat. The timer is an abomination
under baseball heaven, depriving us of
the organic crescendo of tension in an
epic at-bat in the late innings of a close
World Series game (Kirk Gibson, 1988).

When I interviewed Scully after the
Los Angeles riots-uprising 0f 1992, I asked
him what he’d said on the air about the
chaosunfoldingthat first night, asa game
was underway at Dodger Stadium. “I
didn’t say aword,” he told me. He thought
first of his responsibility to the fans and
their safety — what if he caused panic?
And he added: “There should be one
place left where the rest of the world
doesn’t intrude.”

He might as well have said baseball is
sacred. Not to be messed with. Not even
(asifit were possible) by history itself.

On all this, I come down as far more
conservative than, say, old-school, bow-
tied traditionalist George Will, who for
once approves of the “progressive” in the
form ofthe new rules he thinks augurare-
turn of baseball to its one-time status as
national pastime. The game, awash in
play-by-metrics, Will has argued, is
bloated not by poetic languor but by ana-
lytical ennui.

True that, Mr. Will. We agree about
baseball’s slow death-by-numbers. At the
end ofthe day, all the measurements miss
the point — the ineffable beauty of a sum-
mer afternoon ever so slowly turning to
night at the ballpark.

Some of us know when a cure is worse
thanthe disease.

There is a reason baseball was fa-
mously the preferred sport of American
literati in the mid-20th century. And the
pitch clock wasn’t part of the poetry.

RUBEN MARTINEZ is a literature
professor at Loyola Marymount
University, the author of numerous
books and co-creator and executive
producer of the performance piece
“Little Central America, 1984.”

Friendship once ruled
American politics
believe it or not

By Jason Opal

N THIS AGE of partisan rancor, when
political rivals often describe each
other as enemies, we easily forget that
Americans once took a revolutionary
pride in being friends.

People have always had friendly feelings
for certain others. But the modern concept
of friendship was unfamiliar in the colonial
past. While friends today tend to be peers
and equals, the pre-1776 world was built on
coercive inequalities. Fathers and masters
told their wives, children, servants and
slaves what to do. Tenants cowered before
landlords. The crown tried to boss the colo-
nies around.

In British politics, in fact, a friend was
not someone you liked, but an ally at court
orin Parliament — a tool for the tiny minor-
ity who mattered. For everyone else, there
were mostly just superiors and inferiors,
neighbors and relatives.

It was America’s good fortune tobecome
independent during the Enlightenment,
when people dared to imagine what the phi-
losopher Joseph Priestley called “a totally
new, and most wonderful and important”
era of equality and amity.

By breaking free from the “dark and
slavish” past, declared the revolutionary
Thomas Paine in his famous 1776 pamphlet
“Common Sense,” Americans would “carry
our friendship” to strangers and foreigners.
He saw this amicable approach to the world
as distinctively American, although neither
he nor most Americans thought to include
Africans and Native Americans in their ex-
panding circles of friendship, among other
inequities of the era.

Nolonger subjects of the British Empire,
Americans touted their democratic form of
togetherness. As Thomas Jefferson, newly

elected president, insisted in 1801, Ameri-
cans were not members of one political fac-
tion or another, nor of different ranks in so-
ciety. They were simply “fellow citizens,”
civic equals who were free to form authentic
friendships with one another.

In the same spirit, early American lead-
ers often described U.S. foreign policy as
the quest for friendship (not hostility, but
not dependence either) with other nations.
And whereas colonial leaders had styled
themselves “fathers of the people,” early re-
publican candidates claimed to be “friends
ofthe people.”

More than a political ideal or slogan,
friendship was an apt descriptor of the new
social relations that were emerging in the
United States.

The country’s early friendships could be
emotionally intense. In 1804, one Virginian
wrote that his “beloved” friend soothed his
sorrows and bathed the world in a “soft and
genial light.” Many women of the time de-
scribed their same-sex friendships as more
satisfying than their marriages — even as
husbands and wives such as John and Abi-
gail Adams, seeking a more affectionate
kind of matrimony, now referred to their
spouses as their “dearest friends.”

Post-revolutionary Americans moved
more often and farther from their birth-
places than previous generations, meeting
many strangers — and making new friends.
Diaries and letters from this period brim
with references to travel partners, class-
mates, Masonic lodge members and other
peer groups who “cheered on” and be-
friended those far from home.

Then as now, most friends were similar
in age, wealth and status. But since equality
was such animportant principlein early na-
tional life, friendliness spread widely
through the culture, easing relations be-

MATT CHASE For The Times

tween rich and poor, rural and urban, locals
and strangers.

Accustomed to chilly tensions between
haughty aristocrats and sullen servants,
European visitors were astonished at the
warmth and candor with which Americans
of different walks oflife treated one another.

For example, farm owners and farm la-
borers in America took their meals at the
same table, often talking politics while
breaking bread. “If a man is good enough to
work for me,” ran a saying from Ohio, “he is
good enough to eat with me.” And by the
mid-1800s, Americans no longer bowed or
doffed their hats, as their grandparents
once had. They shook hands, a simple but
radical expression of mutual respect and
basic goodwill.

No wonder that Abraham Lincoln
turned to the ideal of friendship as the
storm clouds gathered between North and
South. “We are not enemies, but friends,” he
declared in his first inaugural address in
March 1861. “We must not be enemies.”

Of course, his plea fell short. Americans
became enemies the very next month, and
for the next four years they killed and hated
one another on a ghastly scale.

Yet tofocus on this fact is to treat history
as a one-dimensional catalog of things that
happened. The deeper purpose of studying
the past is to gain perspective on all the
things that might have happened, and thus
to understand why events unfolded as they
did, when they did.

Just as the American way of friendship
had helped to keep the country togetherun-
til 1861, it also enabled the United States to
move on, however painfully, from the hor-
rors of civil war and to become, however fit-
fully, a greater and more inclusive democ-
racy.

We must not forget this usable past, es-
pecially during times like ours, which feel so
angry and divided. We must start from the
premise that we can get along, as past gen-
erations have, and remember that most
Americans, most of the time, wish others
well.

We are not enemies, but friends. We
must not be enemies.

JAsON OPAL is an American professor of
history at McGill University in Canada. In
August he will join Ohio State University as
dean and director of its Mansfield campus.

A mockery of Independence Day

JACKIE CALMES

PERHAPS ON THIS Fourth of
July, the Alitos will fly the
American flag properly, not
upside down, at their Virgin-
ia or New Jersey homes.

Itis after allthe 248th
anniversary of America’s
founders declaring their
independence from a king.
But I'm guessing Samuel A. Alito Jr. and
his flag-loving wife, Martha-Ann, are cele-
brating that he and his fellow right-wing
Supreme Court justices have made aking
of our presidents, just when it seems more
likely that Donald Trump could be re-
stored to the throne.

The court’s ruling Monday in the appro-
priately titled Trump vs. United States was
a gift to the former president. Trump got
just about everything he asked for despite
the majority’s specious attempts to make it
seem otherwise: absolute or presumed
immunity for official acts, which the court
defined in a way that could encompass
much of what the Jan. 6 criminal indict-
ment alleges the former president illegally
did to overturn the 2020 election.

Also, the court’s delay — taking months
to decide the case and, with its decision,
imposing time-consuming pretrial pro-
ceedings to determine what is orisn’t cov-
ered by the court’s immunity notions —
ensures that Trump will not be tried before
the 2024 election for seeking to steal the
previous one. The classified documents
caseinfederal court in Florida, and the
state case in Atlanta alleging Trump pres-
sured Georgia officials to flip Joe Biden’s
2020 win there, both already slowed for
various reasons, will be further sidetracked
as the justices’ decision is parsed.

The ruling also threw into doubt
Trump’s recent conviction in the only
criminal trial he has faced, in Manhattan.
On Tuesday, Judge Juan M. Merchan de-
layed Trump’s sentencing from next
Thursday to Sept. 18 to weigh the ramifica-
tions. That case involved Trump’s personal
actsin fraudulently reporting hush-money
payments to a porn star before the 2016
election, so not an official presidential act.

But his lawyers argue that some of the
evidence that convicted Trump came from
his time as president and thus should be
off-limits, by the high court’s holding.

“In every use of official power, the Presi-
dent is now a king above the law,” Justice
Sonia Sotomayor wrote in a fierce dissent
for the court’s threeliberals.

Happy Independence Day? Millions of
us might be sorely tempted to fly our flags
upside down in the universal sign of dire
distress.

It was 50 years ago this month that a
very different Supreme Court unanimously
ruled in United States vs. Nixon (just 16
days after oral arguments in the case!) that
President Nixon had to turn over Oval
Office tapes to a special prosecutor. The
recordings put him at the sordid center of
the Watergate scandal and led to his resig-
nation weeks later.

One phrase back then captured Ameri-
cans’ bipartisan consensus about the role
ofthe press, the Senate hearings, the
House impeachment inquiry, a special
prosecutor’s probe and the Supreme
Court’s expedited decision: The system
worked.

Never would I have imagined, as a col-
lege student who closely followed Water-
gate, that a half-century later another
Supreme Court would upend the legal
underpinning of U.S. vs. Nixon: that execu-
tive privilege must give way to “the fair
administration of criminal justice.” In our
time, the system — our leaders and institu-
tions of government — has failed.

Remember that after the House of
Representatives impeached Trump for
provoking the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol,
Senate Republicans blocked his conviction
because Trump had become a private
citizen. Mitch McConnell, the Senate Re-
publican leader, assured us that Trump
could be answerable in another way: “We
have a criminal justice system in this coun-
try ... and former presidents are not
immune from being held accountable.”
Trump’s lawyers said the same during his
Senate impeachment trial.

On Monday, the Supreme Court essen-
tially told us otherwise.

This from a court with a Republican

supermajority, including three justices
picked by Trump under controversial
circumstances, and two, Alito and Thom-
as, who've refused to recuse themselves
from Jan. 6-related cases despite their
wives’ public displays of sympathy for, and
in the case of Ginni Thomas, connivance
with the “Stop the Steal” insurrection.

During Watergate, neither the Supreme
Court nor anyone else thought former
presidents had anythinglike the criminal
immunity suggested by the Republican
justices Monday. As Sotomayor noted,
both President Ford’s pardon of Nixon and
Nixon’s acceptance letter explicitly as-
sumed that he was liable for, as Nixon
wrote, “any charges which might be
brought against me for actions taken dur-
ing the time I was President.” Why else
would there be a pardon?

The Watergate investigation delved into
Nixon’s abuse of the Justice Department,
the FBI, the IRS and the CIA to target his
political enemies. Sound familiar? Yet
today’s court says Trump’s scheming
post-election contacts with Justice De-
partment appointees are protected official
acts. Never mind that he urged them to
falsely claim election fraud in battleground
states Biden won. “Just say the election
was corrupt and leave the rest to me and
the Republican congressmen,” Trump said
in that “official act.”

He’s already given us reason to fear
what he’lldo in a second term. Here’s one
from the eve of the court’s ruling: Trump
reposted on social media a call for Liz
Cheney to be tried for treason in a televised
military tribunal. Thanks to the Supreme
Court he created, Trump in a second term
could run amok with little fear of criminal
accountability.

John Dean, who was Nixon’s White
House counsel before he testified against
him and went to prison for obstruction of
justice, expressed his outrage at the deci-
sion by reviving an infamous Nixon quote:
““When the president does it, that means
thatitisnotillegal.’ Richard Nixon, 1974.
Affirmed, US Supreme Court, 2024.”

T'lllet Dean have the last word.

@jackiekcalmes
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Some Oroville residents stay put as fire spreads

[Wildfire, from Ai]

ute to extreme fire behav-
ior,” according to the Na-
tional Weather Service.

Nine new fires ignited in
the region Tuesday, accord-
ing to the California Depart-
ment of Forestry and Fire
Protection.

The Thompson fire was
the largest, followed by the
Airline fire in San Benito
County, which was 1,200
acres and 55% contained
Wednesday morning.

Gov. Gavin Newsom on
Wednesday declared a state
of emergency for the
Thompson fire, which he
said was threatening “struc-
tures, homes, critical infra-
structure, and health and
congregate care facilities.”

The fire broke out just be-
fore 11 a.m. Tuesday and is
under investigation, with no
cause yet determined.

“The conditions out
there that are in our county
this summer are much dif-
ferent than we’ve experi-
enced the last two sum-
mers,” Garrett Sjolund, Cal
Fire unit chief in Butte
County, said at a news con-
ference Tuesday evening.
“The fuels are very dense,
the brush is dry, and, as you
can see, any wind will move a
fire out very quickly.”

Butte County Sheriff
Kory L. Honea said during
the news conference that
there have been four fires
within the last couple of
weeks, calling this “a bad fire
season.”

“I understand that peo-
ple stay,” Honea said. “If you
stay, you need to make sure
that you’re paying attention
to where the fire is going so
that you can get out if neces-
sary.”

The sky was blue in many
areas of Oroville on Wednes-
day, with a limited smell
of smoke downtown. Busi-
nesses largely remained
open, including the Wagon
Wheel Market, located along
Olive Highway.

Patrick Butler, 56, who
runs the market with his
brother Tom, said residents
have “been through this nu-
merous times.”

He used a hose to wet
down the store, he said, al-
though there were no visible
flames in the area Wednes-
day morning.

Outside, the air was a lit-
tle smoky, and the roads
were blocked east and west.

“I would imagine we’re
under mandatory evacua-
tion, if had to guess,” he said
in a brief phone interview.
“We have a ton of defensible
space. We have a generator, a
ton of water here. We will just
be here taking care of busi-
ness.”

The market has been in
the Butler family since 1981.
Most of those working
Wednesday were immediate
family members, including
his brother, wife, daughter,
son-in-law and grandkids,
because his employees
couldn’t make it through the
roadblocks.

That morning, they’d
sold more sandwich mak-
ings than usual, along with
breakfast burritos and wa-
ter bottles.

“There’s a lot of people
within this evacuation zone
that we’re open to serve,” he
said. “We’ve got a lot of first

responders running around
who need things.”

Members of the Oroville
Chamber of Commerce
spent Wednesday morning
contacting vendors to let
them know that the Fourth
of July fireworks celebration
had been canceled.

“That’s just beenkind ofa
hometown tradition in our
community. But with, obvi-
ously, the fire burning right
into the city limits, every-
one’s just focused on ad-
dressing the safety emer-
gency situation,” said Eric
Smith, president of the
Oroville Chamber of Com-
merce. “It just wouldn’t be
responsible at this point.”

Don and Linda Pederson
were determined Wednes-
day not to be pushed around
by the latest fire to encroach
on their property.

“It’'snot the first time this
has happened,” said Don, 81

But it is the closest a fire
has come to their home of 50
years, which sits near
Oroville Dam on an acre lot
that hasbeeninLinda’s fam-
ily since 1945. Don said he
thinks the fire, at its closest,
was about a mile away. But
he said they don’t plan to
evacuate unless it crosses
Highway 162, which serves as
something of a firebreak.

The Pedersons’ home is
in an evacuation warning
area, although he said the
fire map puts his garage
squarely in the mandatory
evacuation zone.

“Even if our whole house
was in the evacuation zone,
we would not leave unless I
knewit wasonourside ofthe
road and coming down the
hill,” he said, adding that
they have power and, as a
backup, a whole-house gen-
erator.

The day before, he said, “I

could actually see flames in
the distance.”

He said he is monitoring
the fire with Linda, 79, from
inside their home, with a few
essential papers set aside in
case they need to leave
quickly. Their lot has been
mowed to create a defensive
space and protect against
traveling embers. Their two
vehicles are parked away
from the house in case it
caught fire. There are two
fire hydrants next to their
property.

“The breeze is not real
strong, but it is picking up
right now,” he said. “And I
have seen quite a bit of
smoke.”

He added that first re-
sponders have been working
diligently since the fire broke
out.

“Everybody really turned
out for this,” he said.

Mike Shorrock, a retired

NoAH BERGER Associated Press

A HELICOPTER DROPS water over the Thompson fire on Tuesday as the blaze burns above Lake Oroville. It remains 0% contained.

Cal Fire battalion chief in
Butte County, has been
closely monitoring the
flames from his home east of
Oroville, just a couple of
miles south of the blaze. He
speaksin fire language, talk-
ingabout containmentlines,
drainage and fire conditions
as he feels the familiar tug to
return to the job he held for
45 years.

Shorrock’s home is in a
mandatory evacuation area,
but — at least for now — he
said he’s staying put.

“You get sort of in denial
when you work in the busi-
ness, like, ‘Oh, that won’t
happen to me,” but I have
lots of friends who lost
houses in the Paradise fire,”
he said. “I feel comfortable
staying because of my expe-
rience and sheltering in
place to stay and defend.
That’s a personal choice
everybody has to make.”

Federal court orders Mississippi to redraw some legislative districts

Parts of the current
map unfairly dilute
the power of the
Southern state’s Black
voters, judges say.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

JACKSON, Miss. —
Three federal judges are
telling Mississippi to redraw
some of its legislative dis-
tricts, saying the current
ones dilute the power of
Blackvotersinthree parts of
the state.

The judges issued their
order Tuesday night in re-
sponse to alawsuit that was
filed in 2022 by the Missis-
sippi State Conference ofthe
NAACP and several Black
residents.

“This is an important vic-
tory for Black Mississippi-
ans to have an equal and fair
opportunity to participate
in the political process with-
out their votes being di-
luted,” one of the plaintiffs’
attorneys, Jennifer Nwa-

i,

RoOGELIO V. SOLIS Associated Press

LAWMAKERS review a proposed redistricting map at the Capitol in Jackson,
Miss., in 2022. The ruling came in a lawsuit by Black voters and the state NAACP.

chukwu of the Lawyers’
Committee for Civil Rights
Under Law, said in a state-

ment Wednesday. “This rul-
ing affirms that the voices of
Black Mississippians matter

and should be reflected in
the state Legislature.”
Mississippi’s population

is about 59% white and 38%
Black.

In the legislative redis-
tricting plan adopted in
2022, 15 of 52 state Senate
districts and 42 of 122 Missis-
sippi House districts have
Black majorities. That
amounts to 29% of Senate
districts and 34% of House
districts.

The judges have ordered
legislators to draw majority-
Black state Senate districts
in and around DeSoto
County in the northwestern
corner of the state and in
and around Hattiesburg in
the south, and a new major-
ity-Black Mississippi House
district in Chickasaw and
Monroe counties in the
northeastern part of the
state.

The order does not call
for additional districts.
Rather, it requires legisla-
tors to adjust the bounda-
ries of existing districts,
which could affect more dis-
tricts.

The Mississippi attorney
general’s office was review-
ing the judges’ ruling on
Wednesday, spokesperson

Ruling shields El Paso migrant shelter from closure by Texas

State attorney general
violated the facility’s
constitutional rights in
demanding records of
its clients, judge finds.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

McALLEN, Texas — A
Texas judge ruled against
the state attorney general on
Tuesday in his effort to shut
down a migrant shelter in El
Paso that he claimed en-
courages illegal migration.

Judge Francisco X. Dom-
inguez in El Paso ruled that
Atty. Gen. Ken Paxton’s at-
tempts to enforce a sub-
poena for records of mi-
grants served at the Annun-
ciation House violated the
constitutional rights of the

MATT YORK Associated Press

THE JUDGE sided with Annunciation House, above,
against what he called harassment and overreach.

shelter. His ruling prevents
Paxton from seeking the
records and protects the
shelter from what Domin-

guez called “harassment
and overreaching” by Pax-
ton’s office.

Texas is expected to

appeal.

Dominguez wrote that
Paxton did not identify what
laws he believed were being
violated in seeking the docu-
ments.

“The record before this
Court makes clear that
the Texas Attorney Gener-
al’'s use of the request
to examine documents from
Annunciation House was
a pretext to justify its har-
assment of Annunciation
House employees and the
persons seeking refuge,” the
judge wrote.

State officials visited An-
nunciation House in early
February demanding imme-
diate access to records — in-
cluding medical and immi-
gration documents — of mi-
grants who had received
services at the shelter since
2022. Officials from Annun-
ciation House, which over-

sees a network of shelters,
said they were willing to
comply but needed time to
determine what they could
legally share without violat-
ing their clients’ constitu-
tional rights.

Paxton alleged that by
providing shelter to mi-
grants regardless of their le-
gal status, Annunciation
House was facilitatingillegal
immigration, human smug-
gling and operating a stash
house.

Investigators who sought
to access records the day af-
ter requesting entry were
not allowed inside the shel-
ter. Jerry Wesevich, the at-
torney representing Annun-
ciation House, said that cor-
porations under the Consti-
tution’s 4th Amendment are
protected from unreason-
able searches and seizures
by the government.

MaryAsa Lee said. It was not
immediately clear whether
the state would appeal it.

Legislative and congres-
sional districts around the
nation are updated after
each U.S. census to reflect
population changes from
the previous decade. Missis-
sippi’s current legislative
districts were in use when all
of the state House and state
Senate seats were on the
ballot in 2023.

Tommie Cardin, an attor-
ney for state officials, told
the federal judges in Febru-
ary that Mississippi cannot
ignore its history of racial di-
vision, but that voter behav-
ior now is driven by party af-
filiation, not race.

“The days of voter sup-
pression and intimidation
are, thankfully, behind us,”
Cardin said.

Historical voting pat-
terns in Mississippi show
that districts with higher
populations of white resi-
dents tend to lean toward
Republicans and that dis-
tricts with higher popula-
tions of Black residents tend
tolean toward Democrats.

Lawsuits in several
states have challenged the
composition of congres-
sional or state legislative
districts drawn after the
2020 census.

In Louisiana, legislators
redrew the state’s six U.S.
House districts in January
to create two majority-Black
districts, rather than one,
after a federal judge ruled
that the state’s previous
plan diluted the voting
power of Black residents,
who make up about a third
of Louisiana’s population.

And a federal judge
ruled in February that Loui-
siana legislators had also di-
luted Black voting strength
with the state House and
Senate districts they redrew
in2022.

In December, a federal
judge accepted new Georgia
congressional and legisla-
tive districts that protect
Republicans’ partisan ad-
vantages. The judge said the
creation of new majority-
Black districts solved the il-
legal minority vote dilution
that had led him to order
that the maps be redrawn.
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DECLARATION OF INCANDESCENCE

Fireworks light up the sky over the retired battleship USS Iowa in San Pedro last week during the Port of Lios Angeles’ annual
“Cars & Stripes Forever!” auto show. The event helps kick off Fourth of July celebrations in Southern California each year.

WALLY SKALIJ Los Angeles Times

Tourist killed by would-be robbers at O.C. mall

Three are arrested
after a high-speed
chase from Newport
Beach to South Gate.

BY RICHARD WINTON,
JAMES RAINEY,
NATHAN SOLIS,
LiLLYy NGUYEN

AND SUSAN HOFFMAN

A tranquil summer after-
noon at the upscale Fashion
Island mall in Newport
Beach disintegrated into vi-
olence Tuesday, with a wom-
an killed after a botched rob-
bery attempt.

Two men accosted the 68-
year-old tourist and her hus-
band near the Barnes & No-

ble bookstore at the mall, au-
thorities said. Shots were
fired, but police said no one
was struck by bullets.

The woman was identi-
fied as Patricia McKay, who
was visiting from New Zea-
land, the Newport Beach Po-
lice Department announced
Wednesday in a news
release.

The couple had been
walking at Fashion Island
when they were approached
by two men who attempted
torob them, according to Po-
lice Sgt. Steven Oberon.

A struggle ensued, and
McKay was dragged into a
parking lot and sub-
sequently run over by a white
Toyota Camry driven by a
third suspect, police said.
There were no other re-

ported injuries.

Heather Rangel, an
LAPD spokesperson, said
the gun was fired three times
but no one was struck. Police
declined to say which of the
suspects fired the gun or
drove the car, citing the on-
going investigation.

After the incident, police
pursued the three men into
Los Angeles County. Author-
ities reported that the
Camry reached speeds of up
to 110 mph as it sped north. A
television news helicopter
captured video of the car
speeding on theleft shoulder
ofthe 105 Freeway and at one
point grazing the concrete
center median.

Duringthe pursuit, police
said, the getaway driver let

[See Robbery, B5]
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SUSAN HOFFMAN For the Daily Pilot

POLICE investigate at Fashion Island mall, where a
New Zealand woman, 68, was accosted and dragged
into a parking lot, then run over by the getaway car.

Hey, Joe, you can bow out now with dignity

STEVE LOPEZ

IfIwerea
relative or
close confi-
dant of Presi-
dent Biden,
I'm pretty
sureI'd give
him a hug,
thank him for
his service,
and tell him to seriously
consider walking away.

I'd tell him that after
alife of service, he can pass
the torch with pride, with

dignity, and with grace.

Someone probably
should have done this
months ago, out oflove or
duty, and out of concern
that Biden’s health is likely
to get worse in coming
years.

But we’re not very good
at this sort of thing — at
summoning the courage it
takes to confront a loved
one or aboss who’sin de-
cline and being totally hon-
est about it. To be courteous
but firm. I had trouble
telling my own father it was

time to give up driving. He
resisted, unaware of or
unwilling to accept the
reality of his obvious shaki-
ness behind the wheel, and
unwilling to surrender his
keys or his pride.

By many accounts, peo-
ple close to Biden have been
aware of a decline but have
not pressed him to step
aside. The New York Times
reported on Tuesday that in
“the weeks and months”
before last Thursday’s
presidential debate, “sev-
eral current and former

officials and others who
encountered him behind
closed doors noticed that he
increasingly appeared
confused or listless, or
would lose the thread of
conversations.” There are
alsoreports that people

are encouraging him to keep
going.

There are some analo-
gies to California’s Sen.
Dianne Feinstein, who died
last year at the age of 90
after more than 30 years in
office. If there was any

[See Lopez, B4]

EvaN Vuccr Associated Press
PRESIDENT BIDEN is
working to reassure sup-
porters that he can keep
fighting. But should he?

A reminder of what I cele

KENT NISHIMURA Los Angeles Times
HOUSE members-elect of the 118th Congress gather in 2022. Newcomers who
want to better their lives are who we should celebrate on the Fourth of July.

GUSTAVO
ARELLANO

REPORTING FROM
WASHINGTON

The air was
muggy, and the
afternoon sun
baked the
streets of the
nation’s capital
ButwhenI
visited last
month, Imade a point to
walk the two miles from my
hotel to the U.S. Capitol
instead of taking an Uber, so
Icould seeitin allits glory.
Ididn’t have much time
for sightseeing, but a pil-
grimage to the seat of
American government was
amust. Since Jan. 6,2021,
when a mob of thousands
stormed it to try to stop the
electoral vote count that

brate this Fourth

would officially make Joe
Biden president, the symbol
of our democracy has stood
as areminder of how ten-
uousitis.

Before that wannabe
coup, the U.S. Capitol was
an abstraction forme, a
series ofimages — that
stunning dome, those im-
posing columns, but espe-
cially the magnificent steps
— where a bunch of politi-
cians passed laws but
mostly grandstanded. Hell,
Ididn’t even know there was
afront and back entrance
untilI approached from
Pennsylvania Avenue.I had
been to D.C. before but hit
the Lincoln Memorial, the
Washington Monument and
afew otherlandmarks, not
the Capitol.

It’s huge! The white

[See Arellano, B4]

NEWSOM
REVERSES,
SCRAPS
CRIME
MEASURE

Alternative to a GOP
proposal fails to gain

enough support from
his fellow Democrats.

By LAUREL ROSENHALL

SACRAMENTO — In a
wild turn of events, Gowv.
Gavin Newsom and Demo-
cratic lawmakers backed
away Tuesday from plans to
put an anti-crime measure
ontheballot, aday afterthey
announced the proposal
that had been the subject of
protracted negotiations at
the Capitol.

The abrupt cancellation
capped half a year of politi-
cal maneuvering on criminal
justice policy, with Demo-
crats zigging and zagging as
they responded to a tough-
on-crime initiative backed
by Republicans, district at-
torneys and major retail
stores. That initiative is still
heading to the November
ballot, asking voters to re-
peal parts of Proposition 47,
the decade-old law that
turned some nonviolent fel-
onies into misdemeanors.

Newsom had hoped to of-
fer voters an alternative
measure, something that
would address concerns
about theft and fentanyl
without being as punitive as
the prosecutors’ measure.
Democrats spent days hag-
gling over the alternative
measure, and it was formal-
ized in legislation Sunday
night —inthe final hours be-
fore the cutoff for lawmakers
to draft a measure for the
November ballot.

The measure backed by
the governor and legislative
leaders addressed repeat
shoplifting by making the
third petty-theft-related of-
fense over a three-year pe-
riod eligible for a three-year
jail sentence. In casesinvolv-
ing multiple thefts, the of-

[See Crime bill, B2]

State says
plan for
clean water
will cost

$IL5 billion

That’s the five-year
estimate for ensuring
small communities
have safe supplies.

By IAN JAMES

California has made sig-
nificant progress helping
small communities address
problems of contaminated
drinking water, but the cost
of bringing safe tap water to
hundreds of communities
over the next five years will
run more than $11.5 billion,
according to a new state es-
timate.

In a newly released re-
port, the staff of the State
Water Resources Control
Board estimated that at the
start of this year, about
913,000 Californians de-
pended on public water sys-
tems that are failing to com-
ply with drinking water
regulations, while an addi-
tional 1.5 million people de-
pended on water systems
that are determined to be
“at-risk.”

Officials carried out the
assessment nearly five years
after the state established
the Safe and Affordable

[See Water, B5]

SPORTS ON THE BACK: Lakers won’t win title in James’ final years, Plaschke writes. B10
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Newsom
reverses,
cancels
crime
measure

[Crime bill, from Bi]
fenses could be prosecuted
asafelonyifthetotal value of
stolen goods exceeded $950.
It also would have stiffened
penalties for drug dealers
who sold fentanyl without
the buyer’s knowledge.

Newsom touted the plan
as “targeted reforms to
Prop. 47” that reflected a
“balanced approach.” He
said it would “put public
safety first without reverting
to outdated and ineffective
policies of decades past.”

But it fundamentally
sought to do something that
Newsom and legislative
leaders had said for months
that they did not want to do
— ask voters to change Pro-
position 47, a pillar of the
state’s progressive criminal
justice reforms that’s meant
toreduce incarceration.

Lawmakers were sched-
uled to vote on Newsom’s
measure Wednesday night, a
plan that was already chaot-
ic with members leaving
Sacramento for the Fourth
of July holiday and a one-
month summer recess —
and a deadline for Newsom
to sign the legislation before
midnight Wednesday to
make the ballot.

Then Newsom decided to
fly to Washington on
Wednesday to “stand with
the President,” his cam-
paign spokesman said, as
Biden meets with Demo-
cratic governors in an at-
tempt to shore up support
for his reelection campaign.

Newsom blamed the
tight timeline in a statement
explaining his decision to
pull the measure.

“We are unable to meet
the ballot deadline to secure
necessary amendments to
ensure this measure’s suc-
cess and we will be with-
drawing it from consider-
ation,” Newsom said in a
statement. “I'd like to thank

RICH PEDRONCELLI Associated Press

GOV. GAVIN NEWSOM on Wednesday scrapped his newly unveiled proposal on
reforming Proposition 47. Three fellow Democrats said his plan lacked support.

the Legislature and count-
less stakeholders who came
to the table to work on
meaningful reforms and I
look forward to our work
ahead.”

Although Newsom said
his measure had the neces-
sary votes to pass, three
Democratic lawmakers said
it lacked support — an as-
tonishing political miscalcu-
lation in a body where
Democrats hold a sizable
supermajority.

Its collapse marked a
rare case of Democratic law-
makers standing up to the
governor on one of his pri-
orities — but also evinced a
wobbly strategy by two inex-
perienced legislative lead-
ers.

Assembly Speaker
Robert Rivas took the helm
last year in the lower cham-
ber, and Senate leader Mike
McGuire was sworn in to
lead the upper chamber this
year. Both made high-profile
efforts to address theft
through legislation and —
like Newsom — said numer-
ous times this year that they
did not want to ask voters to
reform Proposition 47.

Instead they advanced a
package of anti-crime bills
and used them to try to per-
suade the prosecutors to
withdraw their measure
from the ballot. Democrats
tried to strong-arm negotia-
tions by adding provisions to
revoke their own anti-crime
bills if voters passed the
prosecutors’ measure — a
tactic that backfired after
drawing broad condemna-
tion from sheriffs and dis-

trict attorneys who con-
vinced enough lawmakers to
withdraw their support. It
also caused uproar among
Republicans, who yanked
their support for what had
been a bipartisan package of
anti-crime bills. Democrats
ended up repealing the con-
troversial provisions just
weeks after proposing them.

“For months, attempts
were made to engage the
California District Attor-
neys Association in this ef-
fort. They refused, opting to
instead push a ballot mea-
sure that would revive poli-
cies from the era of mass in-
carceration and the failed
War on Drugs,” Newsom
said in the statement.

After talks collapsed,
Newsom and Democratic
leaders came up with the
plan to draft their own alter-
native measure. But it strug-
gled to gain support — felled
by opposition from prog-
ressive Democrats who op-
pose stiffer criminal penal-
ties and want to avoid filling
jails, as well as from moder-
ate Democrats who value
support from sheriffs and
district attorneys backing
the more conservative mea-
sure. Newsom’s measure
didn’t have any support
from law enforcement
groups.

The Legislature’s Black
caucus opposed the mea-
sure, Assemblymember Lori
D. Wilson (D-Suisun City)
said during a hearing Tues-
day morning, with concerns
that it could disproportion-
ately affect Black Califor-
nians. The bill passed a pro-

cedural vote on the Assem-
bly floor Monday but didn’t
garner a majority of the full
chamber, a rare occurrence
for a bill backed by leader-
ship.

Republicans blasted the
legislation for including the
phrase “Alexandra’s Law”
without an OK from the fam-
ily of a 20-year-old from Riv-
erside County whose par-
ents have been advocating
for stiffer punishment for
drug dealers since their
daughter died after taking a
fentanyl pill that she bought
from a dealer on Snapchat.

The whole saga marked a
huge win for the California
District Attorneys Assn.,
which has opposed Pro-
position 47 for many years
and will see its measure on
the November ballot with-
out competing proposals.

“We are pleased the Gov-
ernor and Legislature have
dropped their countermeas-
ure and welcome them to
joinour campaigntorespon-
sibly amend Prop 47 to deal
with retail theft, the fentanyl
crisis and homelessness,”
said a statement from Greg
Totten, CEO of the Califor-
nia District Attorneys Assn.

Daniel Conway, a vice
president of the California
Grocers Assn., which sup-
ported both ballot mea-
sures, said, “I think with just
one measure on the ballot,
it’s amuch more clear choice
forvoters.”

Newsom said he planned
to “soon” sign the package of
anti-crime bills, calling them
“the most significant reform
indecades.”

Mayor Bass kicks
off campaign for
2026 reelection

First-termer sends out
a fundraising request,
citing ‘momentum’

in her programs.

By DAVID ZAHNISER

Los Angeles Mayor
Karen Bass kicked off her
reelection bid on Monday,
saying she is seeking a sec-
ond four-year term while
continuing to “deliver the
change that Angelenos de-
serve.”

In a fundraising email to
supporters, Bass said her
administration, which is
less than 19 months old, has
made major strides on
homelessness, public safety,
the delivery of city services
and otherissues.

“I am running for a sec-
ond term because we can-
not afford to stop our mo-
mentum,” said Bass, who
took office in December
2022.

Bass filed paperwork on
Monday to form a fundrais-
ing committee for the June
2026 mayoral election. If she
fails to obtain 50% of the
vote in the primary, she
would face an opponent in a
runoff that November.

The mayor’s pitch for do-
nations went out three days
after officials reported that
the number of “unshel-
tered” homeless — those liv-
ing in tents, vehicles and
makeshift structures —
went down by 10.4% citywide
compared with the prior
year. Many were moved into
hotels, motels and other
forms of interim housing as
part of the mayor’s Inside
Safe initiative.

“Together with locked
arms, we brought down
street homelessness for the
first time in years — bring-
ing thousands more people
inside last year than the
year before,” she said in her
email.

Homelessness overall
went down 2.2% — within
the margin of error for this

GENARO MOLINA Los Angeles Times
L.A. MAYOR Karen
Bass’ fundraising email
touted a reported drop in
homelessness in the city.

year’s homelessness count,
which was conducted in
January.

In her email, Bass also
touted her work on Execu-
tive Directive 1, which is
fast-tracking the approval
of affordable housing, as
well as a reduction in homi-
cides and her efforts to work
collaboratively with city,
state and federal agencies.

The fundraising period
for the 2026 primary elec-
tion began on June 2 for city-
wide offices — mayor, city
attorney and city controller.
Candidates for City Council
in the 2026 election cannot
begin raising money for
their campaigns until De-
cember.

In the last election, Bass
was massively outspent by
her opponent, billionaire
real estate developer Rick
Caruso, who put in more
than $108 million — most of
it his own money. That was
over 10 times the amount
spent by the Bass cam-
paign, according to figures
posted by the city’s Ethics
Commission.

A Caruso representative
had no comment when con-
tacted by The Times about
the 2026 election. Last fall,
Caruso told Politico he had
not ruled out another run
for public office.
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Signs of avian flu
are detected in

wastewater from
the S.F. Bay Area

Samples test positive
for the virus, but
officials have yet to
determine the source.

BY SUSANNE RUST

Signs of H5N1 bird flu
virus have been detected at
three wastewater sites in the
San Francisco Bay Area, ac-
cording to sampling data.

Although positive waste-
water samples have been
found in seven other states,
California is the only one
that has yet to report a bird
flu outbreak in a herd of
dairy cows.

Genetic evidence of bird
flu was detected in San
Francisco wastewater on
June 18 and June 26. Addi-
tional H5 “hits” were seen at
a site in Palo Alto on June 19,
and another on June 10 from
the West County Wastewa-
ter facility in Richmond.

A statement from the
state's department of public
health noted its staffers are
working with the CDC and
local health departments to
determine the source of H5
in wastewater. It noted that
they are looking at non-hu-
man sources, including do-
mestic poultry and wild
birds.

“As with the previous de-
tections reported from be-
fore mid-May 2024, it is un-
clear what the source of
H5NI1 is, and an investiga-
tion is ongoing,” depart-
ment officials wrote in a
statement. “It is possible
that it originated from bird
waste or waste from other
animals due to San Francis-
co’s sewer system that col-
lects and treats both waste-
water and stormwater in the
same network of pipes.”

Health officials said the
risk remains low for the gen-
eral public.

The virus has not been
identified in California cows,
but it has been found in wild
birds and domestic poultry
inthe state.

The finding “is concern-
ing” because of their urban
origin, said Devabhaktuni
Srikrishna, an entrepreneur
who is developing tech-
niques for disease detection,
and founder of Patient-
KnowHow.com. “There are
not many dairy or animal
farms in San Francisco.”

There are also no dairy
farms in Palo Alto or Rich-

mond.

Julie Weiss, Palo Alto’s
watershed protection pro-
gram manager, said her de-
partment’s role in the waste-
water research “does not ex-
tend beyond providing
wastewater samples to the
research team.” Kate Gibbs,
the spokeswoman for Rich-
mond’s West County Waste-
water facility, referred all
questions to the state.

Although the samples
from the Bay Area wastewa-
ter sites tested positive for
Hb5, the testing was not spe-
cific to H5N1.

However, researchers say
a positive genetic identifica-
tion for H5 is suggestive of
bird flu —whether H5N1, the
virus that has been found in
U.S. dairy cattle (and which
has infected three dairy
workers ) or H5N2, the sub-
type implicated in the death
ofaman in Mexico City earli-
erthisyear.

Most human influenza A
viruses are of the H1 and H3
variety.

The virus has been de-
tected in 133 dairy herds
across 12 states. It has also
been found in wild birds and
domestic poultry flocks
throughout the U.S.

In recent weeks, H5 was
also detected in wastewater
samples in Idaho, among
other states.

Although there is “no
threat to the general public
from the H5 detection in
wastewater” at this time,
said Christine Hahn, Idaho
state epidemiologist, “we
have determined that it is
important that we work to
understand these recent
findings as much as pos-
sible.”

The state is working with
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention to inves-
tigate theissue.

WastewaterSCAN, the
research organization that
detected the virus, is an in-
fectious disease monitoring
network run by researchers
at Stanford, Emory Uni-
versity and Verily, Alphabet
Inc.’s life sciences organiza-
tion.

A review of their data —
which takes samples from
194 sites across the country
— suggests H5 has also been
detected at sites in Michi-
gan, Texas, Minnesota,
South Dakota and Iowa.

California is the only one
of these states that has not
reported H5Nl-infected cat-
tle.

More deputies to
patrol Lancaster after
spate of shootings
over 24-hour period

Authorities blame
gangs for violence
that left four dead and
several wounded.

By NATHAN SOLIS

The Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department will
deploy more deputies to
Lancaster after a series of
gang-related shootings that
left four people dead and
several injured over a 24-
hour period, authorities
said.

Gunfire rippled across
the city June 25 and esca-
lated a day later when seven
people were shot just before
6 p.m. in what the Sheriff’s
Department described in a
news release as a gang-re-
lated attack.

Deputies arrived in the
800 block of East Avenue J-12
and found two wounded
men, who were taken to a
hospital where they were
pronounced dead, officials
said.

Shortly after, authorities
received reports that five
other gunshot victims had
arrived together at another
hospital.

Officials said the five
were stable, but no otherin-
formation was available on
their conditions.

The attack was a retalia-

tion gang shooting carried
out by people from outside
the city who were armed
with “assault weapons,”
Lancaster Mayor R. Rex
Parris said.

“It was a bloodbath,” he
said. “They were shooting
into homes. It was a war
zone.”

On the previous night,
deputies responded to
shootings across the city.

A manwas shot near Ave-
nue J-8 and 30th Street West
around 7:30 p.m. and taken
to a hospital. About an hour
later, a man was hit a few
blocks away in the 45600
block of Sierra Highway.
Deputies found the man
with multiple wounds lying
on the ground in a parking
lot, according to authorities.
He was taken to a hospital,
where he died.

About 45 minutes later,
around 9:20 p.m., deputies
responded to a third shoot-
ing, in the 400 block of East
Avenue L. The victim, de-
scribed as a teenage boy, was
struck multiple times by two
men while he was standing
at a gas pump at a Chevron
station. The assailants
drove away in a white sport
utility vehicle, according to
authorities. The teen was
taken to a hospital and died,
according to the Sheriff’s
Department.

It’s unclear whether the
shootings were linked.

HOT DOG

Wyatt, a British bulldog, takes a break from the heat on the lap of his human companion Kerry Stef-
fan, 61, while visiting from Hollywood at the Third Street Promenade in Santa Monica last week.

GENARO MOLINA Los Angeles Times

Tree more than 13,000 years old
takes stage in development battle

Jurupa Valley officials
delay a proposal that
may threaten one of
world’s oldest plants.

By NOAH HAGGERTY

JURUPA VALLEY, Calif.
— After a contentious five-
hour public meeting, envi-
ronmentalists advocates
have persuaded Inland Em-
pire officials to delay devel-
opment of a project within
400 feet of one of the oldest
known plants in the state
and the third-oldest in the
world.

“Tonight has been a real
learning process,” Jurupa
Valley City Planning Com-
mission Chair Penny New-
man said at the meeting. “I
think we all need time to
process the information
we’ve had here tonight.”

The commission voted
unanimously last week to ta-
ble the vote. Members said
the developers must do
more studies into the poten-
tial effects on the plant, a
Palmer oak, and further ex-
plore protective measures.

Commissioners also re-
quested more details on a
planto transfer ownership of
the tree and surrounding
land to a local tribe, who
would oversee its conserva-
tion.

“We have discovered a
treasure on the world stage
here in our humble city,” life-
long Jurupa Valley resident
Jennifer Iyer said at the
meeting. “In a city known for
its toxic waste dump, the
worst air quality in the na-
tion ... let’s have a plan that

protects and celebrates
something unique that
makes us proud.”

The roughly 370-acre de-
velopment would include
residential housing, an ele-
mentary school, a business
park and industrial build-
ings. It would leave the tree
on a 27-acre rocky outcrop,
but it would come within 400
feet of the plant.

Scientists and tribal
members say the oak has
been around for at least
13,000 years — surviving the
last ice age and, more re-
cently, the founding of the
United States.

Members of the Shiis-
hongna Tongva Nation, the
Corona Band Of Gabrielenio
Indians and the Kizh Na-
tion, Gabrieleno Band Of
Mission Indians havelived in

AARON ECHOLS California Native Plants Society

THE PALMER OAK in Jurupa Valley lived through the last ice age, scientists say.
A tribal leader said: “It gives medicine. It gives oxygen. It gives life to the animals.”

the Santa Ana River Basin
for millennia as well. Both
groups regard the tree as sa-
cred.

“We’ve known about this
tree forever,” said Michael
Negrete, chief and chair-
person of the Shiishongna
Tongva Nation. “It gives
medicine. It gives oxygen. It
giveslife to the animals.”

Companies have been
trying to develop the land
since the early 1990s, with
Richland Communities pre-
senting the current plan in
2019. After discussions with
the City Planning Commis-
sion and the public, it has re-
placed potential warehous-
eswithlight industrial space
and a business park, in-
creased the amount of open
space, and committed to
transfer ownership and con-
servation responsibilities of
theland with the Palmer oak
toaNativetribe or conserva-
tion organization.

Richland Communities
announced at the meeting
thatithadreached anagree-
ment in concept to transfer
the land to the Kizh Nation
and provide them with a
$250,000 initial endowment
for conservation. Company
executives also proposed re-
quiring the agreement to be
finalized before construc-
tion begins on the industrial
and business sections,
which are closest to the tree.

Commissioners want ad-
ditional information on the
plan’s details and how con-
servation of the land would
be legally enforced. Rich-
land Communities did not
respond to a request for
comment.

Compared with rugged

California live oaks, the Pal-
mer oak looks more like a
shrub and is made up of indi-
vidual stems sprouting in a
grove. It wasn’'t until fairly
recently that researchers
determined its impressive
age.

Mitchell Provance, a bot-
anist and associate re-
searcher at UC Riverside,
first noticed the oak more
than two decades ago and
found it odd that it lived iso-
lated from other members of
its species in an area that
was much lower and hotter
than where the trees usually
Srow.

He began discussing the
tree with his colleagues.
They hypothesized that it
was the last holdout from a
time when the region was
cooler and wetter — a much
friendlier environment for
the oaks.

To seeifthiswas the case,
the researchers -collected
samples from dead stems,
which had identical DNA.
Whenever the tree was dam-
aged by a fire, it would re-
sprout from the base of its
trunk. By using tree rings to
estimate how much the
trunk can grow in a year, the
team was able to calculate
the tree’s age by measuring
the grove’s diameter.

Today, the grove mea-
sures 80 feet wide, which led
researchers to estimate that
the tree is between 13,000
and 18,000 years old. It’s pos-
sible that the tree has been
able to reproduce with itself,
instead of just resprouting
from the trunk to produce
clones, but this is unlikely,
experts say.

While the company has

worked with the environ-
mental consultant First-
Carbon Solutions to study
the impact of construction
vibrations on the tree and
identify potential water
sources, it has not mapped
the tree’sroot system or con-
firmed its direct water
source — a process that
would involve chemical test-
ing of water at the oak’s
roots.

Some also worry the pro-
posed development would
expose the aged oak to the
urban heat island effect — a
phenomenon in which devel-
oped areas canrunlto 7 de-
grees higher than shaded,
natural areas during the day.

Aaron Echols, the con-
servation chair of the Riv-
erside/San Bernardino Cali-
fornia Native Plants Society,
said it was the duty of con-
servation groups to point
out potential effects on the
tree that haven’t yet been
studied. “The burden to
mitigate impacts ... that’son
the applicant and the con-
sultant.”

The portion of the envi-
ronmental impact review
discussing the Palmer oak —
including its exact location
— has been redacted from
public documents.

The city was required to
do this by law, since the tree
has sensitive cultural signifi-
cance to the Native tribes.

Consequently, independ-
ent scientists have been
unable to scrutinize the re-
port.

The city said it would ex-
plore “creative ways” to le-
gally allow a select few third-
party experts to view and
discuss the report.

The attacks “are con-
cerning and threaten the
safety of our community,”
the Sheriff’s Department
said in a statement. The
agency said the Lancaster
station will roll out more vis-
ible patrols and personnel to
areas where the shootings
occurred.

“The station will be en-
gaging community mem-
bers at various city events to
discuss safety concerns and
share ongoing efforts to im-
prove public safety,” the
statement said. “Addition-
ally, we will be moving de-

partment specialized teams
to target areas in Lancaster
to enhance security.”

Homicide investigators
believe that at least three of
the shootings are gang-re-
lated.

Lancaster, with a popula-
tion of roughly 188,000, con-
tracts with the Sheriff’s De-
partment for services. Par-
ris said the county does not
provide enough resources
for his city. He said the sher-
iff’s station in Lancaster is
understaffed and was un-
able to adequately respond
to the recent homicides.

The department did not
specifically respond to Par-
ris’ comments.

In a statement, the de-
partment said it was “meet-
ing [its] contractual obliga-
tions.” A spokesperson said
Sheriff Robert Luna has
been in contact with the
mayor’s office.

A few weeks earlier, on
June 7,aman was shot in the
44000 block of Gingham Ave-
nue around 2:30 a.m., ac-
cording to the Sheriff’s De-
partment. The man was tak-
en to a hospital and pro-
nounced dead.

The Los Angeles County
medical examiner’s office
identified the man as Erick
Monterroso Mcclaughlin, 19,
of Lancaster.

The shooting remains
under investigation. His
family set up a GoFundMe
page for funeral expenses.

Anyone with information
about the Lancaster shoot-
ings is encouraged to call
the Homicide Bureau at
(323) 890-5500. Anonymous
tips can be made to Crime
Stoppers by dialing (800)
222-TIPS (8477) or at
lacrimestoppers.org.
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There’s dignity in retis
1

[Lopez, from Bi]
inner-circle effort to per-
suade her toleave the Sen-
ate due to her obvious cog-
nitive and physical decline,
that effort failed. She died in
office after announcing she
would not run again.

In some cases, stepping
aside is the right thing to
do.

This might sound odd to
those who'’ve followed my
Golden State column over
the last 28 months. One of
my driving principles has
been to stand firm against
the notion that we’re inca-
pable of contributing as we
age, or that our value dimin-
ishes.

Inrecent columns, I've
been pointing out, with the
help of experts, that you
can’t diagnose dementia
from afar, though many
people have tried to do soin
Biden’s case, especially after
his debate performance.

I've also written that
whatever the cause of his
foggy gaze and occasional
meandering phrase (the
medical possibilities are
numerous), Biden seemed
lost and unsteady. He may
still have some gas in the
tank, but time is working
against him. A year from
now, or two, or three or four,
how will he be?

The world population is
aging rapidly, and more
people are staying on the job
longer — and while the
benefits are many, the risks
arereal. Bodies and minds
break down. It’s OK, when
they do, to punch out and
move on.

Since the debate, I've
been thinking about some-
thing USC gerontology
professor Caroline Cicero
said to me last year, when I
wrote about whether Biden
or Feinstein should step
aside.

“I’'m very concerned
about ageism in the work-
place, but I'm also con-
cerned about people who
think they have to work
forever,” said Cicero. “Giv-
ing people permission to
retire is something I think
we need to do.”

She picked up on that
line of thinking this week.

“Inrecent decades,
society has told us that we
can have it all. In a battle
against ageism, we tell
people they can work as
long as they want,” she said.
“In a battle to prove our-
selves, we tell ourselves we
can beat normal slowdowns
that come with the passage
oftime.”

But most of us can’t.

Mick Jagger and Paul
MecCartney, each north of
80, are still holding a tune,
and Warren Buffett, at 93,
seems to be doing OK. But
that’s the thing about aging,

KENT NISHIMURA Los Angeles Times

SEN. DIANNE FEINSTEIN, right, died in office last year. “In a battle to prove ourselves, we tell ourselves
we can beat normal slowdowns that come with the passage of time,” says USC gerontologist Caroline Cicero.

as I've said before: You can
be old at 60 and young at 85.

Biden has obvious
strengths, chiefamong
them experience, wisdom,
decency, civility and the
empathy that comes with
crushingloss.

It may be that those in
hisinner circle, knowing
what he’s made of, can’t
bring themselves to ques-
tion his strength and re-
solve, even in the face of
obvious decline. Sure, his
family knows him better
than we do, but maybe they
can’t see what we see from
afar.

Some of you might be
wondering, right about now,
that if 'm all about frank
discussions on knowing
when it’s time to go, then
how come I'm not bringing
the Trump family into this.

Iwould, but their task is
even harder than the Biden
family’s. What would be the
point of saying to a con-
victed felon who continues
to insist he won the 2020
election, “Hey Pop, the
fact-checkers are still
recovering from the workout
you gave them in the last
debate”? It takes a bit of
humility to see the truth
about yourself, and when
you begin listing the quali-
ties that define Donald
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Joyce E Ashley

In her own words: On July
1, Joyce Ashley, after a long
life full of love, adventure, and
deep friendships with fasci-
nating people, died at home
of pancreatic cancer. She was
93 years old. Except for 15
years when she lived in Los
Angeles, Joyce was a lifelong
New Yorker. She leaves be-
hind, with great gratitude, the
love of her life, her daughter,
Julie Leff (Charles Douthat),
her cherished grandchildren
Sarah Chostner (Ben), Anni
Denzel (Christopher), Jenny
Satinover (Alex Wilson), and
great-grandchildren Aviva
and Nathan Chostner and
Mae and Sadie Denzel, her
dear brother Lewis (“Buzzy”)
Hochberg, and the wonder-
ful people with whom she
had the good fortune to
work during her rich years
as a Jungian analyst. Her
gratitude also goes to Edith
Garcia for her many years
of warm and caring service,
and to the many people who
helped her through the last
two difficult years — Jerry
Gliklich, MD, Eileen O'Reilly,
MD, Paul Hamlin, MD,
Therese Deierlein, AuD, and
Ro Mosquera and the other
wonderful nurses who took
such good care of her.

In lieu of flowers, please
make a donation to the
research of Dr. Eileen O'Reilly
at Memorial Sloan Kettering
Cancer Center. Services will
be private.

Ron Barkham

Mount Sinai Mem Parks -
H. Hills 800-600-0076

www.mountsinaiparks.org
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an obituary
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Trump, humility and truth
do not make the cut.

Biden may be having
trouble seeing himselfas
anything other than what
he is now — a public servant
at the top of the flowchart.
You can’t be president of the
United States without a
healthy ego, and in jobs that
people are passionate about
— that become their very
identity — they often can’t
imagine what or who else
they could be in retirement,
provided they can afford to
retire, which many cannot.

These people may not be
able toimagine that anyone
waiting in the wingsis asup
tothetask as they are, and
perhaps that’s part of
Biden’s calculation. Ifhe
takes the next exit, who
would take his place? And is
there enough time for Vice
President Kamala Harris or
any of the other potential
last-minute candidates to
find traction?

It never should have
come to this.

The late Supreme Court
Justice Ruth Bader Gins-

burg comes to mind as
Exhibit A forlessons on the
price of stubbornly holding
on. She refused to surrender
her position as her health
faded, and women’s repro-
ductive rights suffered a
blow as aresult.

“I see it with entrepre-
neurs who created a busi-
ness and have hard time
letting go,” said Helen Den-
nis, who started a support
group called Renewment —
combining the words “re-
newal” and “retirement” —
25 years ago for successful

ing while we have our health

women who had trouble
imagining the next versions
of themselves. The group
now includes “teachers,
nurses, doctors, several
attorneys,” all of them lean-
ingon each other as they
learn “how to navigate the
next chapter.”

Work is not life, and life is
not work, USC’s Cicero once
said to me. That must be a
foreign concept to a sitting
president, but I'm thinking
of former President Jimmy
Carter as one of the best
examples of those who have
found ways to contribute
afterleaving office. He took
up a hammer and went to
work for Habitat for Hu-
manity — and he won the
Nobel Peace Prize for work-
ing on peaceful solutions to
world conflicts.

“People often fear retire-
ment because they don’t
want to belabeled as old,
invisible or unimportant,”
Cicero said. And many of
those who are “addicted to
routine don’t know how they
will spend their time with-
out the rigors of a work
schedule,” she added — but
that “does not mean they
need to keep working to
have a satisfying later life.”

Biden, after his debate
stumble, was quickly back
on the stump, telling sup-
porters that whenyou're
knocked down, you get back
up and keep fighting.

But Father Time, as they
say, is the one who’s unde-
feated.

I'd remind Biden that the
country and the world have
problems neither he nor
Trump can fix, and that if
he’s reelected he will be
subjected to four more years
of unrelenting judgments
about his fitness to hold
office.

I’'d tell him that, at 81,
when you’re knocked down,
you’ve earned arest.

And there’s no shame in
that.

steve.lopez@latimes.com

Barricades and police don’t tarnish
my feeling of optimism for America

[Arellano, from Bi]
building gleams like a prom-
ontory of power, with trees
from across the U.S. spread
across the grounds below.
Its magnetism was such
that I paid no attention to
the Reflecting Pool, the
Ulysses S. Grant Memorial
or the Peace Monument
below it.

What broke the spell was
the people around me.

Filipino men in barongs
and Muslim women in
hijabs. Argentines joking
around in lilting Spanish
and Australians with their
distinctive garrulous ac-
cent. I'mnot sure if they
were foreign tourists or
immigrants, but it was easy
to distinguish them from
thelocals, who rushed
toward the rest of their day
uninterested in the splendor
the rest of us basked in. We
lookie-loos used the Capitol
as the backdrop for group
photos and selfies, paying
little attention to the barri-
cades and police officers
blocking us from ascending
the steps of the West End.

That scene is on my mind
onthe 248th birthday of this
country, especially after the
horror show that waslast
week’s presidential debate
between Biden and the man
the insurrectionists wanted
to keep in office, Donald
Trump. All anyone talked
about in the immediate
aftermath was Biden’s
performance, with some,
including Democrats, derid-
ingit as akin to the Crypt
Keeper from “Tales from the
Crypt.”

Biden was no silver-
tongued Socrates — but he
never has been, and the
commander in chiefim-
proved as the night went
along. Besides, I'll take his
fuddy-duddiness over the
dictatorial doom-and-
gloom and lies Trump of-
fered that night.

But Biden broke my
heart, because he stayed
mostly silent while Trump
lambasted immigrants as
the gravest threat this na-
tion has ever faced. The
convicted felon barely bo-
thered to distinguish legal
fromillegal immigrants. He
claimed Biden “open[ed] up
our country to people that
are from prisons, people
that are from mental insti-
tutions, insane asylums,
terrorists,” going on to
mention “mental institu-
tions” two more times, as if
mentally ill people are sub-
human. He described the

Jurio CORTEZ Associated Press

UNLIKE the Trump-loyal Jan. 6, 2021, insurrectionists, it’s immigrants and their
descendants who have kept the embers of the American way from dying.

U.S.-Mexico border as “the
worst ... in the history of the
world” and “the most dan-
gerous place anywhere in
the world,” which will come
as news toresidents of Gaza
and those on the front lines
ofthe Ukraine war.

When we needed some-
one to stand up for our
nation’s newcomers, to brag
about how this country
remains abeacon for the
tired and poor huddled
masses of the world instead
of the “failing nation”
Trump thinks we are (a
point he repeated five
times), Biden instead in-
sisted he was far better at
cracking down on illegal
immigration than Trump
made him out to be.

Trump’s most damning
line of the night — “I really
don’t know what he [Biden]
said at the end of that sen-
tence.Idon’t think he
knows what he said either”
— was inresponse to the
president mumbling his way
through a boast about in-
creasing the number of
Border Patrol agents and
making it harder to claim
asylum.

If Biden won’t stand up
to xenophobic bull spouted
by a bully, who will?

I've lived my life hearing
that unchecked immigra-
tion, legal or not, will ruin
the United States. I've never
seen this apocalypse come.
Nah, it’s been mostly native-
born white Americans who
keep whining that we’re no

longer great, yet do little to
make things better, other
than moving to Tennessee
or Idaho. It’s immigrants
and their descendants who
have kept the embers of the
American way from dying by
emphasizing hard work,
community and personal
responsibility.

Newcomers who want to
better their lives are who we
should celebrate onthe
Fourth of July. Yet multiple
polls show that a majority of
Americans — even Latinos
— feel our borders are under
assault. The temperature
around immigration is even
nastier than during the days
of Prop. 187, the ballot initia-
tive that California voters
passed 30 years agoin an
attempt to make life misera-
ble forundocumented im-
migrants. Back then, people
banded together to fight
back. Now? Few seem to
care.

The weight of it hit me as
Iwalked around the Capitol
to seeits official entrance,
where the insurrectionists
invaded on Jan. 6. The sun
was setting right behind the
dome, casting along, frigid
shadow even on a hot day.
Police were everywhere.
Metal barricades blocked
people from climbing the
steps that led to the House
of Representatives and the
Senate chambers, and the
Rotunda. A few tourists
lingered alongside me but
quickly left.

I approached an un-

fenced area, and a police
officer politely but firmly
told me to move on. It felt
like a crime scene — and the
victims are us.

Both sides of the political
aisle claim it’s now evening
in America, but I'll forever
remain an optimist. What
else can I do? This country
exceeded the expectations
of my Mexican immigrant
parents, and mine. It’s no-
where near perfect, but
that’s what makes it so
great — the United States
belongs to those who work
it, those who hope.

The day after my Capitol
visit, I walked past the tour-
ist entrance to the White
House. The free public tours
didn’t start until 9:30 in the
morning, but the line to
enter wound up and down
the gate two hours before.
Men in turbans stood next
to college students wearing
University of Wisconsin
T-shirts. English and Span-
ish and Mandarin filled the
air.

The American flags some
people sported on their hats
or as jewelry didn’t come off
as a political statement but
rather a symbol of commun-
ion. The guards who stood
sentry were jovial. There
were no complaints, nothing
but excitement at the
shared joy of what they were
about to see.

That isthe Americal
celebrate this Fourth of July
— and pray that remains,
come election day.
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State plan for clean rural water would cost billions

[Water, from B1]

Funding for Equity and Re-
silience, or SAFER, drinking
water program. They said in
the report that under the
program, the state water
board has since 2019 given
more than $831 million in
grants for drinking water
projects in disadvantaged
communities, and that
about 250 failing water sys-
tems serving more than
2 million people have come
into compliance with drink-
ing water standards.

“What our analysis has
shown time and againis that
the common denominatoris
size,” said Joaquin Esquivel,
chair of the state water
board. “Small systems
struggle, especially in com-
munities that have experi-
enced discrimination and
disinvestment, and their
challenges will be amplified
as weather grows more ex-
treme, new contaminants
emerge and costs increase.”

California declared ac-
cess to clean, safe and af-
fordable water a human
right in 2012, but the state
has faced significant chal-
lenges in developing policies
and securing adequate
funding to bring solutions
for communities where peo-
ple live with contaminated
tap water.

In small rural communi-
ties across the state, the wa-
ter pumped from wells con-
tains harmful levels of con-
taminants including natu-
rally occurring arsenic,
bacteria from sewage leaks,
nitrate from animal manure,
fertilizers or other sources,
and carcinogenic chemicals.

Not all systems that are
deemed to be failing deliver
water that is contaminated,
but many of them have at
least one contaminant at
levels that violate safe drink-
ing water standards.

According to state data,
about 56% of the 385 failing
water systems supply disad-
vantaged communities, and
67% of them supply majority
communities of color.

“All of our current failing
water systems are on track
to come off the failing list,”
said Kristyn Abhold, senior
environmental scientist for
the state water board. “They
are working onlong-term so-
lutions, and our staff and
funding resources are being
targeted to the ones that are
inmost need.”

State water regulators
have found that the vast ma-
jority of the failing water sys-
tems serve a small number
ofresidents, while 98% ofthe
state’s population receives
water from sources and sup-
pliers that meet drinking
water standards.

For a water system to
come into compliance with
regulations, it takes not only
funding but also planning,

engineering work and per-
mits, Abhold said.

State officials have as-
sessed other communities
that are at risk by analyzing
the potential for water
quality violations or water
shortages, among other fac-
tors.

The number of people af-
fected has fluctuated in re-
cent months as some water
systems have come off the
list and others have been
added. The state’s latest
estimates show that 738,000
people currently receive wa-
ter from failing systems,
while more than 1.8 million
people depend on 548 sys-
tems with drinking water
supplies determined to be at
risk.

The state’s report in-
cludes estimated costs for
infrastructure solutions
such as installing treatment
systems, drilling a new well,
or consolidating by connect-
ing one water system to an-
other.

The estimated costs of
solutions in the latest report
were substantially higher
than previous state esti-
mates. In a 2021 report, the
state waterboard included a
range of estimated costs up
to $9.1 billion.

Officials said they used
new methods and improved
data this time, including
more water systems and
risks in their analysis.

According to the report,
the estimated costs of long-
term solutions for failing
and at-risk public water sys-
tems total $6.6 billion over
five years, while the costs of
solutions for “high-risk”
small water systems and do-
mestic wells total $4.9 bil-
lion.

Those combined costs,
totaling more than $11.5 bil-
lion, would be significantly
higher if loan repayment
costs and operations and
maintenance costs are in-
cluded, the report said,
pushing the total estimated
cost of “achieving the hu-
man right to water” to
$15.9 billion.

Officials projected that
$2 billion in state grant
funds will be available over
five years, as well as $1.5 bil-
lion in state loans, leaving a
substantial gap in available
funding. Officials said a
large portion of the money to
address the problems may
need to come from “local
cost share” funds collected
through rates, fees and
taxes.

Citing recent cuts, more
than 180 organizations, in-
cluding environmental
groups, wrote to state lead-
ers urging them to approve
placing a $10-billion bond on
the November ballot to pro-
vide “direct and meaningful
investments in the Califor-
nia communities and natu-

Woman is killed at
Newport Beach mall

[Robbery, from Bi]

at least one accomplice out
in Cypress before he and an-
other man sped on. The pair
eventually jumped out of the
car in South Gate, fleeing on
foot around Harding and
Hoover avenues, according
to police and video of the
chase shown on multiple
news stations.

News video showed one
bare-chested man being tak-
en into custody minutes af-
ter he jumped from the driv-
er’s side of the car. One pas-
senger was found in a resi-
dential backyard by police,
who also found a firearm
nearby, California Highway
Patrol Officer Sonia Guz-
man said.

Eventually, three people
were taken into custody, po-
lice said.

Authorities identified the
suspects as 26-year-old
Leroyernest Joseph Mec-
Crary of Compton; 18-year-
old Jaden Cunningham of
Lancaster; and 18-year-old
Malachi Edward Darnell of
Los Angeles. All three were
booked on suspicion of ho-
micide, robbery with a fire-
arm and conspiracy.

MecCrary, who also goes
by the name LeRoy Ernest
McCrary, has a history of
crimes in L.A. County. He
was arrested and charged in
October 2022 with being a
narcotics addict in pos-
session of a firearm, a felony.
He pleaded no contest to
that felony charge the Octo-
ber of the following year.

MecCrary also was
charged in a robbery case in
September 2023 and
pleaded no contest. He re-
ceived a concurrent sen-
tence for both convictions
and got two years of proba-
tion and three years in state

prison, with the sentence
suspended.

McCrary also was ar-
rested on suspicion of driv-
ing with a suspended license
in both 2018 and 2021.

The shooting occurred
just after 3:30 p.m. Tuesday
at what is known as a usually
peaceful shopping center
that sits on a bluff above the
ocean in the wealthy coastal
community.

The Newport Beach Fire
Department reported that a
person was found dead in
the parking lot adjacent to
the bookstore.

Authorities notified resi-
dents to avoid the shopping
plaza as they investigated.
Police were seen guiding the
public to safety, and helicop-
ters were flying overhead.

A woman who was shop-
ping in the area at the time
described the situation as a
“hullabaloo.” She said she
was from Los Angeles and
was thankful that police re-
sponded quickly. She de-
clined to give her name.

A young man who asked
not to be identified said he
was at Cucina Enoteca in
Fashion Island when the
incident occurred. “About 20
people were running and
screaming, ‘Someone’s
shooting!” They locked us in
therestaurant,” he said.

“This doesn’t happen in
Newport Beach,” Mayor Will
O’Neill told KCAL-TV News.
“Fashion Island is an incred-
ibly safe place. This is a trag-
edy, and I'm furious.”

City News Service
contributed to this report.
Winton, Rainey and Solis
are Times staff writers.
Nguyen and Hoffman write
for Times Community
News.

ralresources most impacted
by climate change.”

As part of that ballot
measure, they called for in-
cluding $1 billion for drink-
ingwater and wastewaterin-
frastructure for communi-
ties and tribes.

Leaders of the groups
wrote that “recent and pro-
posed cuts to funding for
such programs have
prompted consensus that
additional bond funding is
necessary to ensure priority
programs continue beyond
thisyear.”

Jennifer Clary, California
director for the group Clean
Water Action, said: “Drink-
ing water infrastructure
isn’t a luxury item. Without
these projects, thousands of
Californians will continue to
lack access to safe and clean
drinking water.”

ToMAS OVALLE For The Times

BOTTLES of water sit outside a home in Tooleville, Calif. In small rural commu-
nities across the state, water pumped from wells contains harmful contaminants.
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TO ALL

INTERESTED:
Petitioner Eugenia
Matthews Cashman filed

PERSONS

Merchandise a petition with this court
for a decree changing
follows:
Freon Wanted pames as
Certified buyer looking for E:e?r:at Name Matthews
R11, R12, R22 & morel Call gh
Xiomara at 312-697-1976, | Cashman
Proposed Name
Emma Matthews
Cashman
(AR ( THE COURT ORDERS
1300 that all persons

interested in this matter
appear before this court

Name Change at the hearing indicated
I?elow to show cause,
if any, why the petition
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should not be granted.
If no written objection
is timely filed, the court
may grant the petition
without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
DATE: August 23, 2024

TIME: 8:30 AM

DEPT: B

ROOM:

The address of the
court is: SUPERIOR

COURT OF CALIFORNIA
County of Los Angeles
County 300 East Olive
Avenue Burbank, CA
91505 A copy of this
Order to Show Cause
shall be published at
least once each week for
four successive weeks
prior to the date set for
hearing on the petition in
the following newspaper
of general circulation,
printed in this county.
Dated: July 2, 2024

J. Calderon

Deputy Clerk

Published in the Los
Angeles Times 07/04/24,
07/11/24, 07/18/24,
07/25/24

ORDER TO SHOW
CAUSE FOR A CHANGE
OF NAME

CASE NO.
245MCP00339

Petitioner or Attorney
(name, state, bar, and
address):

Rhoshida Nicole Stafford
714 N Sweetzer Blvd Apt
404, West Hollywood, CA
90069

TO ALL PERSONS
INTERESTED:
Petitioner Rhoshida

Nicole Stafford filed a
petition with this court
for a decree changing
names as follows:
Present Name
Rhoshida Nicole Stafford

Proposed Name
Hanaan Mehkai Persaud
THE COURT ORDERS
that all persons
interested in this matter
appear before this court
at the hearing indicated
below to show cause,
if any, why the petition
for change of name
should not be granted.
Any person objecting
to the name changes
described above must
file a written objection
that includes the reasons
for the objection at least
two days before the
matter is scheduled to be
heard and must appear
at the hearing to show
cause why the petition
should not be granted.
If no written objection
is timely filed, the court
may grant the petition
without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
DATE: August 30, 2024
TIME: 8:30 AM

DEPT: K

ROOM:

The address of the court
is: SUPERIOR COURT
OF CALIFORNIA County
of Los Angeles Santa
Monica Courthouse
1725 Main Street, Santa
Monica, CA 90401 A copy
of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published
at least once each week
for four successive weeks
prior to the date set for
hearing on the petition in
the following newspaper
of general circulation,
printed in this county.
Dated: July 02, 2024
David W. Slayton
Executive Officer/Clerk of
Court

Published in the Los
Angeles Times 07/04/24,
07/11/24, 07/18/24,
07/25/24

HOW TO PLACE AN AD

Self-service 24/7:

and conditions go to:

&

latimes.com/placead

Contact us by phone 24/7:
800-234-4444

ADVERTISING POLICIES
For Los Angeles Times advertising terms

www.latimes.com/about/la-ads-terms-20181105-htmistory.htm

-’

SUMMONS
SUPERIOR COURT OF ARIZONA
IN MARICOPA COUNTY
CASE NUMBER: CV2023-018538

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
The Estate of John R. Blanchard

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF:
Swift Transportation Co. of Arizona, LLC and Jackson
Atou Ngoh

WARNING: This is an official document from the
court that affects your rights. Read this carefully.
If you do not understand it, contact a lawyer for
help.

If you would like legal advice from a lawyer, Contact
the Lawyer Referral Service at 602-257-4434 or
www.maricopabar.org. Sponsored by the Maricopa
County Bar Association.

The name of the court is:
SUPERIOR COURT OF ARIZONA
COUNTY

IN  MARICOPA

The name, address, and telephone number of the
plaintiff’'s attorney, or plaintiff without an
attorney, is:
Person Filing: Arcangelo S. Cella
Jones, Skelton & Hochuli
Address: 40 N. Central Avenue, Suite 2700
City, State, Zip Code: Phoenix, Arizona 85004
Telephone: (602) 263-4456
Email Address: acella@jshfirm.com
Lawyer’s Bar Number: #037176
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF

1. A lawsuit has been filed against you. A copy of
the lawsuit and other court papers are served
on you with this “Summons.”

2. If you do not want a judgment or order taken
against you without your input, you must file
an “Answer” or a “Response” in writing with the
court, and pay the filing fee. If you do not file
an “Answer” or “Response” the other party may be
given the relief requested in his/her Petition or
Complaint. To file your “Answer” or “Response”
take, or send, the “Answer” or “Response” to the:

Office of the Clerk of the Superior Court, 201
West Jefferson Street, Phoenix, Arizona
85003-2205 OR

Office of the Clerk of the Superior Court,
18380 North 40t Street, Phoenix, Arizona
85032 OR

Office of the Clerk of Superior Court, 222
East Javelina Avenue, Mesa, Arizona 85210-
6201 OR

Office of the Clerk of Superior Court, 14264
West Tierra Buena Lane, Surprise, Arizona,
85374.

Mail a copy of your “Response” or “Answer” to the
other party at the address listed on the top of
this Summons.
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Vaccinations. We are Golden
Meadows! litter of traditional
gold pups. Pups are ready for
homes! Mention THIS AD! Only
$3,000! 805.532.2216

You're
connected.

£os Angeles Times

latimes.com.

You're
connected.

fos Angeles Times

latimes.com.

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.
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The Intl. Space Station has orbited Earth 150,000
times. 150,000 is — “AROUND” NUMBER

ETS

(Answers tomorrow)
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LABRADOR RETRIEVER

Pointer puppies. They are very
unique, smart, easy to train
and excellent w kids! Lean,
muscular athletic dogs that is
also calm and less shedding.
Current photos of pups & par-
ents at www.Hybridretrievers.
com 605-539-9244
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Log on to latimes.com
and you'll get breaking
news, calendar live,
business, sports, classified
and travel. All brought
to life with great photos
and links to keep

you moving.
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In a flash.

, £05 Angeles Times
latimes.com.

MARKETPLACE

your pets, log on to

placeanad.latimes.com/pets-for-sale
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Labrador Hybrid Retriever

At |

BERNESE MOUNTAIN
Available,AKC,DOB March
19th,Both sets of shots,health
checked 5592800029
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Female Puppies
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3. If this “Summons” and the other court papers were
served on you by a registered process server or
the Sheriff, within the State of Arizona, your
“Response” or “Answer” must be filed within
TWENTY (20) CALENDAR DAYS from the date
you were served, not counting the day you
were served. If this “Summons” and the other
papers were served on you by a registered
process server or the Sheriff outside the State
of Arizona, your Response must be filed within
THIRTY (30) CALENDAR DAYS from the date
you were served, not counting the day you
were served. Service by a registered process
server or the Sheriff is complete when made.
Service by Publication is complete thirty (30)
days after the date of the first publication.

4. You can get a copy of the court papers filed in
this case from the Petitioner at the address
listed at the top of the preceding page, from
the Clerk of the Superior Court’s Customer
Service Center at:

601 West Jackson, Phoenix, Arizona 85003

18380 North 40t Street, Phoenix, Arizona,
85032

222 East Javelina Avenue, Mesa, Arizona
85210

14264 West Tierra Buena Lane, Surprise,
Arizona 85374.

5. Requests for r ble acc ion for
persons with disabilities must be made to the
division assigned to the case by the party

ding acc dation or his/her counsel at
least three (3) judicial days in advance of a

scheduled proceeding.

6. Requests for an interpreter for persons with
limited English proficiency must be made to
the division assigned to the case by the party
needing the interpreter and/or translator or
his/her counsel at least ten (10) judicial days in
advance of a scheduled court proceeding.

7. Eviction Actions/Forcible Detainers: If you want
to request a telephonic hearing, pl contact
the judge assigned to your case. If you do not
know your assigned judge, or have not been

gned a judge, pl contact Civil Court
Administration at 602-506-1497.

Date: 03/01/2024
Time: :

Jeff Fine Clerk of Superior Court

You're
connected.

You're
connected.

£0s Angeles Times

latimes.com.

Cos Angeles Times

latimes.com.
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THE WEATHER

Today in Southern California

Building heat: Low clouds this morning will be minimal and brief along the coast. A dome of high pressure
building and gradually enveloping more of California will increasingly pump up the heat across Southern
California this week, aside from the immediate coast. The heat will not rise much Thursday from Wednesday
but will become more dangerous Friday and Saturday.

5-day forecasts

High/low temperatures are average forecasts for entire zone.

Today in North America

Severe thunderstorms: Thunderstorms will range from the Southeast
to the northern Plains. Disturbances associated with a storm system
and a couple of fronts from West Virginia to Oklahoma and north to
Minnesota may produce damaging winds, hail and flash flooding.

-
Cold Front

-
Warm Front

Trough

*% L)
NS

High Jet Stream
o7 s 4 N
Rain T-storm Snow Ice

Pressure: Low

Temps [ -0 [ 0s [110s ] 20s ] 30s [ 40s ] 50s | 60s | 70 | 80s [1905 [H00H

L.A. Basin Valleys Beaches Mountains Deserts
Today 88|65 94|68 7463 87|49 119/87
Warm with sunshine Sunny and very warm Patchy fog, then sun Sunny and warm Very hot
Friday Sunny and hot ~ 92/65  Sunny; hot 9973  Mostly sunny 75/64  Mostly sunny 88/54  Very hot 122/90
Saturday  Sunny; hot 94/67  Sunny; hot 96/67  Mostly sunny 78/66  Hot 91/60  Very hot 120790
Sunday Fog to sun 91/66  Very warm 94/65  Fogto sun 78/64  Very warm 90/60  Very hot 118/88
Monday  Mostly sunny 85/66  Sunny; warm 96/71  Partly sunny 76/63  Notas warm 90/57  Very hot 118/88
Air quality © Good O Moderate  Unhealthful for: O Sensitive people @ All (O Not Available
SANTA VENTURA CO. Santa Clarita South Coast Air Quality Management District forecasts air quality
BARBARA CO. Santa Paula 100/70 @ Hesperia
Santa Ojai © 85/60 [ LOS ANGELES CO. 10766
Barbara 92/66 O Simi Valley
73/58 v - oi/ps  chatsworth Bk Monrovia SAN BERNARDINO CO.
entura @ Camarillo O 94/68 94/65 pryss
68/58 78/.61 O Pomona/ Yucca Valley
Oxmard @ "y o0 O 286>  LA.Downtown Faifplex = o . O San Bernardino 106/80 0
70/60 : Woodland 6 95/65 (O 101/68
Village _ O o 10065 .
87/64 Hills O Whittier d Miami
93/65 ills O O Chino $92/80 '~ .
Santa Monica Hills 95/61 @ Riverside RIVERSIDE CO AN
74/63 89/64 o Fullerton 100/63 .
Surf and sea 88/65 .
POINT CONCEPTION TO MEXICO Torane i Santa A o U.S. cities
75/65 anta Ana )
Inner waters: Wind light, becoming Longo 80/66 O ORA!\IGE Co. @ Hemet Palr.n WEDNESDAY'S EXTREMES AS OF 2 PM. FOR THE 48 CONTIGUOUS STATES
west 10-15 knots. Seas 3-6 feet. Beach poyport (o IMVine 100/63 Springs | High 115 in Needles, Cali, Low 26 in Pahaska, Wyo.
Swells mixed from the west at 3 feet 83/66 Beach O 82/63 119/87
and the south at'2-3 feet. ) 74/66 O O Mission Viejo Temecula Wednesday* Today Wednesday* Today
Surf zone: Lheh”stkLo/';St\r/O“% rip Laguna  84/63 O 96/64 City Hi Lo Prep. Hi Lo Sky | City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Sky
quirems S eh ar Lo, Jemara, Beach () san Albany 8 64 - 8 6/ T5 | Seattle 76 5 - 8 58 Su
S.D. and Orange county beaches 75/65
and moderate at S.B. County. Clemente Albuquerque 93 62 I2 97 66 Su | Tampa 93 79 33 R 79 T
79/64 SAN DIEGO CO Anchorage 63 54 - 63 55 Cy | Tueson 103 78 - 104 80 Su
Oceanside : Aspen 76 42 - 76 40 Su | Tulsa % 83 .32 97 71 Ts
Count Heieht Period Direction Te 084/64 Atlanta 9 77 02 94 78 Ts | Washington, D.C. 88 70 - 9 78 Ts
ounty eight Period Direction Temp | Syn and moon Austin 9% 73 - 99 75 Pc | Wichita 80 75 97 8 63 T
Santa Barbara 2-4 12sec  SW 60 Today's rise/set O Baltimore 87 68 - 9 75 Ts
Ventura 3-5 12sec  SW 60 Escondido O Ramona Boise 88 56 - 9 63 Su World
LosAngeles 3-5  12sec SW 68 Los Angeles Co. Orange Co.  Ventura Co. 90/62 96/62 Boston 80 66 -~ 8 70 Ts | Acapulco 89 76 06 89 77 Pc
Orange 37 17sec S 67 Sun  5:47a/8:08p 5:46a/8.06p 5:50a/813p Powa Buffalo 8 72 09 85 66 Pc | Amsterdam 63 50 8 65 5 Pc
SanDiego  3-6°  16sec SSW 70 Moon 413a/7:38p 412a/7:36p 416a/7:43p o v Burlington, Vt. 84 61 - 86 67 Pc | Athens Q0 77 - 85 69 Cy
80/63 Charleston,S.C. 91 76 02 94 75 Pc | Bangkok 90 81 44 89 79 T
Tides . - ¥ Charlotte 90 70 - 98 78 Pc | Barcelona 75 68 - 79 66 Su
. fy a1y \ O San Diego Chicago 87 73 .09 88 71 Pc | Berlin 66 54 .04 67 50 Sh
L.A. Outer Harbor, in feet. Julv 5 July 13 July 21 July 27 78/67 Cincinnati 2 75 38 81 71 Ts | CaboSanLucas 86 70 - 88 77 Su
Today 1012 37Hi 3292 -lllo v y y v Cleveland 90 71 20 8 68 Cy | Cairo 00 77 - 102 80 Su
- : X Columbia, S.C. 2 69 - 99 76 Pc | Dubai 106 90 - 104 83 Hz
Fi 1(?;212 gg:: iigg Zlgtg Almanac Columbus 92 75 60 8 72 Ts | Dublin 68 54 31 63 49 Pc
. 923 66 i 308 2.4|_ Wednesday Downtown readings Dallas/FtWorth 102 81 - 101 8l Su Havana 90 77 - R 77 T
eop 0oH vop eato N Denver 93 5 - 8 53 Su | HoChiMinhCity 90 77 64 8 78 Ts
. Temperature Los Angeles  Fullerton  Ventura* | Precip Los Angeles Fullerton Ventura® | petroit 86 69 T 87 69 Pc | HongKong 3 8 13 2 8 T
UV index High/low 84/62  85/64  68/58 | 24-hourtotal @sof2p.m) 000 000 000 | ElPaso 9% 73 24 100 79 Ts | Istanbul 90 73 - 8 71 Pc
Minutes to burn for sensitive people Normal high/low 81/64 83/65 73/57 | Season total (since Oct. 1) 2215 1659 2479 | Eugene 84 50 - 93 57 Su | Jerusalem 87 66 - 93 71 Su
Las Vegas, 10 Phoenix. 10 High/low a year ago 80/60 78/60 66/56 | Last season (Oct. 1 to date) 2803 2135 2706 | FortMyers 9% 77 .38 94 78 Ts | Johannesburg 67 49 - 6l 36 Su
L Ag I' 10 San i . 10 Record high/date 10071985  93/2003  88/1959 | Seasonnorm (Oct.1todate) 1425 1180  16.03 | Hartford 87 60 - 87 70 Ts | Kuala Lumpur 94 77 05 89 74 Ts
05 Angeles, an Francisco, Record low/date 472019 60/2023  48/1949 | Humidity (high/low) 96/72  96/47 96/70 | Honolulu 88 73 T 87 76 Sh | Lima 64 57 - 66 60 Pc
. . - Houston 94 80 .08 99 79 Su | London 67 5 05 68 5 Pc
California cities* Indianapolis 87 71 77 8 71 T | Madrid 93 61 - 100 67 Hz
Wk Tty Fi Wt Tty i Wed Ty | e o5 02 005k e 8o 0080
City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Hi Lo City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Hi Lo City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Hi Lo Knoxville a 70 - 9% 77 To | Montreal 84 66 - 86 65 Pe
Anaheim 87 63 - 8 63 90 66 L.A.D'ntown/USC 86 64 -- 88 65 92 65 San Diego 76 68 -- 78 67 77 67 Las Vegas 14 8 - 112 86 Su | Moscow 90 72 07 92 66 Su
Avalon/Catalina 8 61 - 77 65 8 70 LA. Int'l. Airport 69 62 -- 74 63 76 65 San Francisco 88 60 -- 85 58 85 59 | Louisville 92 8 .38 87 76 Ts | Mumbai 90 84 .06 89 83 Ts
Bakersfield 11 80 - 111 78 109 78 Laguna Beach 72 64 - 75 65 77 67 San Gabriel 90 66 -- 94 67 96 71 | Medford 97 51 - 105 63 Su | New Delhi 93 84 1 88 80 Ts
Barstow 14 8 - 113 83 16 8 Lancaster 108 74 -- 110 8 114 80 San Jose 101 69 - 98 66 95 63 Memphis 98 76 - 95 78 Ts | Paris 70 55 01 72 52 Cy
Big Bear Lake 84 50 - 8 49 88 54 Long Beach 84 66 -- 83 66 86 68 San Luis Obispo 87 61 - 8 59 96 65 Miami 91 81 04 92 80 Pc | Prague 65 55 11 69 54 Cy
Bishop 106 59 - 105 57 108 58 Mammoth Lakes 85 46 -- 85 44 90 45 Santa Ana 79 65 -~ 80 66 83 68 Milwaukee 88 67 .04 82 69 Pc | Rome 75 68 - 8l 65 Su
Burbank 94 66 - 94 65 96 69 Mission Viejo 87 64 - 84 63 83 64 Santa Barbara 70 57 - 73 58 79 58 | Minneapolis 86 64 - 76 60 Ts | Seoul 79 73 0T 8 74 Cy
Camarillo 79 62 - 78 61 8 64 Monrovia 93 67 - 9267 97 74 Santa Clarita 103 64 -- 100 70 110 74 | Nashville 9% 79 - 94 77 Ts | Singapore 86 79 16 88 78 Ts
Chatsworth 99 65 - 94 68 100 69 Monterey 76 54 - 72 56 74 54 Santa MonicaPier 69 64 -- 74 63 75 64 | New Orleans 9 81 14 91 80 Ts | TaipeiCity 3 79 - 97 79 T
Chino 97 63 - 95 61 101 62 Mt. Wilson 89 68 - 76 71 79 70 Santa Paula 8360 T 8 60 95 65 New York 83 69 - 84 72 Ts | Tokyo 90 77 - 92 81 Pc
Compton 8l 64 02 8l 64 87 68 Needles 118 89 - 118 8 120 83 Santa Rosa 103 55 -- 95 52 95 51 Norfolk 84 70 - 94 75 Pc | Vancouver 70 54 - 73 58 Su
Dana Point 73 64 -~ 76 65 78 67 Newport Beach 70 65 01 74 66 75 68 Simi Valley 93 61 -~ 91 64 102 64 Oklahoma City 100 76 T 97 71 Ts | Vienna 73 61 13 76 62 Pc
Death Valley 122 92 - 126 94 129 9% Northridge 102 63 - 93 65 99 68 Tahoe Valley 88 47 -- 88 483 91 49 | Omaha 83 62 - 78 62 Ts
Del Mar 75 65 - 71 66 72 67 Oakland 94 63 -- 8 59 8 5/ Temecula 94 63 - 9 64 99 67 Orlando % 77 01 B 7% T Key: Su sunny; Pc partly cloudy; Cy cloudy; Fg
Escondido 89 61 - 90 62 93 64 | Oceanside 80 63 - 8 64 85 66 | ThousandOaks 84 60 - 85 61 93 64 | Philadelphia 8 65 -~ 91 74 Ts | fosay: Prep precipitation; Dr drizzle; Hz hazy Sh
Eureka 66 52 -~ 69 53 66 51 | Ojai 9B 61 -~ 92 66 100 73 | Torrance 74 64 01 75 65 75 69 | Phoenix 13 983 -~ 14 88 Su Showefjsy Ts t,hlu!“d?';tormsﬁra',”WS"‘SgoYVvTS'
Fallbrook 83 61 01 90 62 92 64 | Ontario 100 65 -~ 100 65 102 69 | UCLA 77 63 03 78 62 83 65 | Pittsburgh 91 69 03 B4 L Ts | e ] aatraree ol ee Anska
Fresno 10 76 - 12 76 112 77 Palm Springs 17 82 - 119 8 122 90 Van Nuys 97 66 - 95 6/ 101 70 | Portland, Ore. 82 5 - 9l 63 Su | 4nd Hawaii. * - data estimated
Fullerton 88 65 -~ 88 65 87 6/ | Pasadena 9 67 - 89 68 93 73 | Ventura 71 59 03 68 58 72 62 | Providence 8 58 - 8l 68 Ts | \ednesday's readings as of 2 p.m.
Hemet 104 64 - 100 63 105 65 Paso Robles 104 58 - 106 60 114 63 Whittier Hills 87 64 - 89 64 90 67 | Raleigh/Durham R 67 - 97 77 Pc
Hesperia 101 71 - 104 68 107 66 Redding 3 78 -- 13 76 17 77 Woodland Hills 102 64 - 93 65 97 65 Reno 9 63 - 101 67 Su
HuntingtonBeach 73 65 01 74 65 78 67 | Riverside 100 63 - 100 63 104 66 | Wrightwood 88 72 - 88 70 91 70 | Richmond 86 63 - 97 75 Cy Forecasts by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2024
Idyllwild 9 71 - 92 70 100 72 Sacramento 110 67 - 107 64 109 65 Yorba Linda 90 63 - 88 61 92 64 St. Louis 89 73 140 86 73 Ts
Irvine 78 63 -~ 8 63 85 64 | SanBernardino 104 66 - 101 68 106 71 | YosemiteVally 95 62 -~ 95 63 96 59 | SaltLake City 8 63 - & 63 su |@AccuWeather Get the AccuWeather apy
THE DAY IN SPORTS

Sparks fall
apart late

and skid
hits eight

They lead most of game in
return home, but can’t hold
off Mystics, who rally to
extend L.A.’s losing streak.

By MARISSA KRAUS

It isn’'t over until it’s over.

For roughly 38 minutes, the
Sparks and their jubilant home
crowd thought they had it. After
seven consecutive devastating
losses ontheroad, along with myri-
ad injuries, the Sparks finally were
going to get a win. Until they didn’t.

Despite holding a 12-point lead
after three quarters and a season-
best night by Stephanie Talbot, the
short-handed Sparks couldn’t
hold off the Washington Mystics in
the final minutes Tuesday at Cryp-
to.com Arena, losing 82-80 and ex-
tending their losing streak to eight
games.

“We did a lot of good things in
stretches, but that’s not going to
feel good because of the fourth
quarter and ultimately the loss,”
Sparks coach Curt Miller said.
“There’s a razor-thin line between
winning and losing in this league
and with our youth and injuries it’s
even thinner. You watched that
thin line evaporate in the fourth
quarter and it’s disappointing be-
cause we played well enough early
to be in control of that game in the
fourth.”

The night was highlighted by
the announcement that Sparks
forward Dearica Hamby was
named to the WNBA All-Star ros-
ter for the third time. The All-Star
game against the U.S. Olympic
team will be held at Footprint Cen-
ter in Phoenix on July 20.

Top draft pick Cameron Brink
(season-ending injury), Lexie
Brown (Crohn’s disease) and
Azura Stevens (left arm injury) all
missed Tuesday’s game, so Talbot
got her second start of the season
and scored a season-high 17 points
with eight rebounds, three assists
and three steals. Before the game,
Miller wasn’t even sure Talbot
would play because of an ankle
sprain. She ended up playing 30

JUAN OCAMPO NBAE

JADE MELBOURNE of the Mystics, who tied the game during a
14-2 run to start the fourth quarter, drives against Rae Burrell.

minutes.

“It was a game-time decision on
if she could even play,” Miller said.
“Really proud of her grittiness
throughout the game. She is our
energy, our glue player right now,
we put herin the starting lineup re-
cently just to get the energy that we
have. We were scheming a certain
way against their offense and she
was a big part of that defensive ap-
proach.”

Aari McDonald also scored 17
points, her second most of the sea-
son, and delivered six assists. The
Sparks shot 28 for 60 from the field
while the Mystics shot 23 for 67. My-
isha Hines-Allen led Washington
with 16 points, seven rebounds and
four assists, while Julie Vanloo con-
tributed 15 points.

The Sparks got offto ahot start,
something they have struggled to
do, and led for most of the night.
Talbot opened the contest with a
three-pointer from deep, while
rookie Rickea Jackson led the
Sparks with seven points and two
assists in the first period. Jackson
finished with 12 points, five re-
bounds and four assists.

While the Sparksled by as many
aseight in the first half, the Mystics
quickly closed the gap in the final
minutes of the second quarter to
tie the game 36-36. However, a 5-0
Sparks run put them back on top
43-38 to end the half.

Talbot led the way with 12
points, three rebounds, two as-
sists, two steals and three-for-
three shooting from three-point
range.

The Sparks’ momentum con-
tinued with an 8-0 run to open the
second half, with five points com-
ing from Jackson, to extend their
lead to 13 points. The Sparks con-
tinued to dominate the paint and

led by 12 entering the last period.

But the Mystics were not done,
going on a 14-2 run to open the
fourth quarter. After Jade Mel-
bourne tied the game at 66, the
Sparks began to play with urgency.

Despite five points by McDon-
ald in 67 seconds and multiple free-
throw opportunities, the Sparks
lost their lead for the first time
since the opening minutes with
2:55 left in the game and trailed 75-
74. Kia Nurse answered with a
three, but Stefanie Dolson’s three-
point play with 1:18 left gave the
Mystics (5-15) the lead for good.
Talbot hit a three at the buzzer, but
the Sparks fell short.

As their lead grew smaller and
smallerinthe fourth quarter, it was
up to veterans like Hamby to keep
her teammates confident.

“This league doesn’t stop for
anybody,” Hamby said. “With four
minutes left I told the team to be
composed, don’t play like we are
down but run the clock and be
smart about that. We just couldn’t
do it but we have to move on.”

The Sparks (4-15) continue a
three-game homestand against
the Las Vegas Aces on Friday at
Crypto.com Arena.

Tuesday’s late box
MYSTICS 82, SPARKS 80

WASHINGTON — Hines-Allen 7-13 1-2 16, Richards 0-3 0-0 0,
Dolson 4-6 1-1 10, Atkins 5-9 0-0 12, Vanloo 5-10 0-0 15, Edwards
3-8 0-0 6, Engstler 1-3 0-0 2, Melbourne 1-5 2-2 4, Walker-Kim-
brough 6-10 2-5 17. Totals 32-67 6-10 82.

SPARKS — Jackson 5-12 0-0 12, Talbot 4-8 5-8 17, Hamby 6-12
3-6 16, McDonald 7-13 0-0 17, Nurse 2-6 1-2 7, Burrell 1-3 0-0 3,
Yueru 1-3 2-2 4, Clarendon 1-1 0-0 2, Cooke 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 28-60
11-18 80.

Washington 18 20 14 30- 82
Sparks 22 21 21 16- 80

3-Point Goals—Washington 12-26 (Vanloo 5-9, Walker-Kim-
brough 3-5, Atkins 2-3, Dolson 1-1, Hines-Allen 1-5, Edwards 0-1,
Engstler 0-2), Sparks 13-30 (Talbot 4-6, McDonald 3-7, Jackson
2-4, Nurse 2-6, Burrell 1-2, Hamby 1-4, Yueru 0-1). Fouled Out—
None. Rebounds—Washington 32 (Dolson 8), Sparks 32 (Hamby
11). Assists—Washington 22 (Atkins 5), Sparks 22 (Hamby 7). Total
Fouls—Washington 16, Sparks 22. A—9,164 (18,997)

At Wimbledon, Gauff

advances to third round

WIRE REPORTS

Coco Gauff likes No. 1 Court at
Wimbledon. It’'s where she beat
Venus Williams in 2019 when Gauff
made her Wimbledon debut at 15.

On Wednesday, Gauff beat
qualifier Anca Todoni 6-2, 6-1to ad-
vance to the third round at the All
England Club. The victory also al-
lows Gauff, the No. 2 seed, to move
another step away from last year’s
first-round exit.

Defending champion Carlos Al-
caraz trailed 6-5 in the first set be-
fore coming back to beat Alek-
sander Vukic 7-6 (5), 6-2, 6-2, set-
ting up a third-round meeting with
No. 29 Frances Tiafoe after the
American eliminated Borna Coric
7-6 (5), 61, 6-3.

Naomi Osaka was eliminated in
the second round by No. 19 Emma
Navarro by a score of 6-4, 6-1, while
No. 1 Jannik Sinner got past Mat-
teo Berrettini 7-6 (3), 7-6 (4), 2-6,
7-6 (4) in an all-Italian contest.

No. 11 Danielle Collins com-
pleted her first-round match — a
6-3, 7-6 (4) win over Clara Tauson.
It had been suspended Tuesday.

ETC.
Ducks acquire
veteran center Fabri

The Ducks acquired center
Robby Fabri and a conditional
2025 fourth-round draft pick from
Detroit for 22-year-old goaltending
prospect Gage Alexander.

Fabri, 28, tied a career high with
18 goals last season. He’s appeared
in 30 playoff games and helped St.
Louis win the Stanley Cup in 2019.

The raiding of the Stanley Cup
champions continued with Detroit
signing winger Vladimir
Tarasenko to a two-year contract
worth $9.5 million. Tarasenko is
the sixth player from Florida’s
Game 7 lineup to leave in free
agency. He joins three-time cham-
pion Patrick Kane on the Red
Wings as they try to end a fran-
chise-worst playoff drought at
eight seasons. ... Center Anton
Lundell, who had 17 points in 24
playoff games in helping the Pan-
thers win the Cup, agreed to a six-
year, $30-million extension. ... Phil-
adelphia re-signed forward Bobby

Brink for $3 million over two years.
... Veteran defenseman Jack John-
son joined Columbus on a one-year
deal. ... Jessica Campbell will be
the first woman on an NHL bench
as assistant coach with Seattle.

The Milwaukee Brewers ac-
quired veteran right-hander
Aaron Civale from Tampa Bay and
put third baseman Joey Ortiz
(neck) and reliever Enoli Paredes
(forearm) on the injured list. Min-
nesota infielder Royce Lewis (ad-
ductor) also went on the IL. ... To-
ronto closer Jordan Romano will
be sidelined for at least six weeks
after surgery to repair an impinge-
ment in his right elbow. ... In Tues-
day’s late games, Michael Mer-
cado pitched two-hit ball for five in-
nings to win his first start, and
Trea Turner homered twice in
Philadelphia’s 6-4 win over the Chi-
cago Cubs. ... Nathan Eovaldi gave
up one hit over seven innings, Na-
thaniel Lowe hit a pair of two-run
homers, and Texas ended its 11I-
game losing streak to San Diego
with a 7-0 win. ... Manny Margot
and Carlos Correa went deep to
extend Minnesota’s club-record
homer streak to 20 games, and the
Twins beat Detroit 5-3. ... Aaron
Judge hit his major league-leading
32nd home run in the New York
Yankees’ 5-4 loss to Cincinnati. It
was his third hit; entering Wednes-
day he led the majors in batting av-
erage (.321), homers and RBIs (83).

Mario Chalmers and Sherron
Collins are among 16 former men’s
college basketball players suing
the NCAA and multiple conferenc-
es, claiming they are profiting from
the unauthorized use of their
names, images and likenesses.

Nashville SC hired U.S. men’s
assistant B.J. Callaghan as coach.

NASCAR Cup Series rookie
Josh Berry signed to drive the
Wood Brothers’ No. 21 car next sea-
son after the shuttering of his cur-
rent Stewart-Haas Racing team.

Mark Cavendish broke Eddy
Merckx’s record for most Tour de
France stage wins with his 35th.

Caitlin Clark, the leading vote-
getter from the fans, and Angel
Reese will team up on the WNBA
All-Star team to play against the
U.S. Olympic team.
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ALLEN J. SCHABEN Los Angeles Times

LeBRON JAMES turns 40 in December and likely will finish his career in a Lakers uniform. But can he win?

Get ready for an era of futility

[Plaschke, from B10]
feeling of hopelessnessis
the same. And the sense
that the Lakers’ future has
been mortgaged to please
one playerisreal.

You want some scary
numbers? Using the Kobe
Bryant scenario as a guide,
the Lakers won’t be con-
tenders until at least 2028,
eight years after their bub-
ble title and 18 years after
theirlast full-season cham-
pionship.

Sure, it will be cool
watching James, who turns
40 in December, finish his
career in a Lakers uniform.

But ifyou’ll remember, it
was cool watching Bryant
end his careerin a Laker
uniform. Cool, and yet, oh so
destructive.

During those dark days,
the Lakers couldn’t con-
vince any top free agents to
join a team essentially run
by Bryant. The Lakers
didn’t have a plan. The
Lakers couldn’t sell a cul-
ture. The Lakers never had
achance. Seemingly like
now.

Remember all the stum-
bles? They couldn’t talk
Carmelo Anthony out of
New York. They botched a
meeting with LaMarcus
Aldridge that went so
poorly, they had to schedule
a second meeting.

Kevin Durant wouldn’t
engage them. Isaiah Thom-
as and Kyle Lowry wouldn’t
listen to them.

The season after Bryant
retired, they were led by
D’Angelo Russell, Nick
Young and Julius Randle
and Jeanie Buss had finally
seen enough.

In February 2017, she
fired vice president of
basketball operations Jim
Buss and longtime general
manager Mitch Kupchak
and brought in Rob Pelinka
and Magic Johnson.

Ayearlater, James
showed up. Three years
later they won a
championship.

But four seasons after

Rick LooMIs Los Angeles Times

KOBE BRYANT, shown in January 2016, had to slog
through difficult seasons as he neared retirement.

that, they’re back to square
one, which makes one won-
der.

How long will Buss wait
before making another
Lakers-shattering move?
Faced with an extended
period oflosing, how long
before she shakes things up
again? If the Lakers crum-
ble around the final days of
James like they crumbled
around the final days of
Bryant, can Pelinka sur-
vive?

You’llrecall that Buss
was unafraid to fire her own
brother. Here’s guessing she
won’t be afraid to fire Bry-
ant’s former agent.

Pelinka hasn’t had a
good summer. Barely one
year after he was a hero for
acquiring enough talent to
take this team to the West-
ern Conference finals, he is
backin the familiar dog-
house, and there’s no telling
when he will escape again.

Pelinka was rejected by
his top coaching candidate
Dan Hurley, a guy who

wouldn’t even leave Storrs,
Conn., for the Lakers be-
cause he saw no future here.

Pelinka then settled ona
second-choice guy, JJ
Redick, who has never
coached at any level above
youth basketball and whose
main qualification seemed
to be a friendship with
James.

Pelinka won the first
round of the draft by catch-
ing falling star Dalton
Knecht, but then he risked
plunging the upcoming
season into chaos by suc-
cumbing to James’ wishes in
drafting his son Bronny.

Thekid clearlyisn’t NBA
ready, and Pelinka surely
added more fuel to the fire
by giving him a four-year
deal worth nearly $2 million
ayear.

The offseason was then
capped by the most damn-
ing of sights — a player who
was perfect for the Lakers
refusing to sign here be-
cause they’re no longer the
Lakers.

That player was Klay
Thompson, and the Lakers
offered almost everything
he could want — areported
$80 million, a chance to play
in games announced by his
father, Mychal, and an op-
portunity to spend all year
in his Orange County home.

And he still turned them
down.

The one thing the Lakers
couldn’t offer was a legiti-
mate chance at a champi-
onship, something the
Dallas Mavericks were three
wins from obtaining this
past season. Thompson
rejected the Lakers — even
though their offer was about
$30 million above Dallas’
offer — because of the per-
ception that Dallas can win
and the Lakers can’t.

James even offered to
take less money to make
this happen, and do you
know how rare that is?

Seriously, how far has
this 17-championship fran-
chise fallen?

The decision by Thomp-
son said it all. The Lakers
are mediocre when playing
with James and Anthony
Davis because they haven’t
added or kept the right kind
of players around them.
Pelinka tore apart the 2020
championship team to sign
James’ buddy Russell West-
brook and they haven’t been
the same since.

The 47-35 record and
play-in tourney appearance
last year? Runit back. The
team will essentially be the
same.

Their chance of winning
a championship while
James is still active? Slim-
mer than slim. They still
don’t have enough around
him, and would need some
sort of miracle in-season
trade to become alegiti-
mate threat.

The Lakers will thus
enter the 2024-25 campaign
amid charges of nepotism,
incompetence and
tarnished luster.

They’ve been here be-
fore. This is getting old.

James agrees to
stay with Lakers
on max contract

[Lakers, from B10]

had told the Lakershewould
be willing to take a signifi-
cant pay cut should the team
be able to use the full mid-
level exception or engineer a
sign-and-trade to acquire
another impactful player.
The Lakers engaged in con-
versations with five-time
All-Star Klay Thompson on
the first night of free agency
and, despite offering him
more years and money, lost
him to the Dallas Mavericks.

James, the NBA’s all-
time leading scorer, sur-
prised some people around
the league with the initial
concession, a departure
from the widely held belief
that he would try to maxi-
mize his value in every con-
tract (one of the reasons the
Lakers always were consid-
ered to be overwhelming fa-
vorites toretain him).

But by Tuesday, when
the team introduced its two
draft picks, first-rounder
Dalton Knecht and second-
rounder Bronny James,
some people within the or-
ganization were left feeling
like LeBron James signing
for the maximum was inevi-
table.

The Lakers have yet to
make any free-agent addi-
tions, with D’Angelo Russell,
Jaxson Hayes, Christian
Wood and Cam Reddish all
using their options to return
to the Lakers. Max Christie
re-signed for four years and
$32 million to avoid re-
stricted free agency.

Wednesday, the Lakers
signed Knecht and Bronny
James to their rookie con-
tracts, with James, as ex-
pected, getting a guaranteed
deal.

The 19-year-old agreed to
a four-year contract that
could be worth nearly $8 mil-
lion, people with knowledge
of the contract but not au-
thorized to speak publicly
confirmed to The Times.

The Lakers will have a
team option for the fourth
year of the contract.

James missed the start of
his first college season at
USC after going into cardiac
arrest during practice last
July and having surgery to
repair a congenital heart de-
fect. He returned in Decem-
ber and appeared in 25
games, averaging 4.8 points
and 2.8 rebounds forthe Tro-

jans.

The Lakers believe
James can develop into a re-
liable rotation player who
can influence the game with
his shooting and defense.

“Bronny has earned this
through hard work. And for
us, prioritizing player devel-
opment, we view Bronny as
like, Case Study 1, because
his base level of feel, athleti-
cism, point-of-attack de-
fender, shooting, passing,”
Lakers coach JJ Redick said
Tuesday at James’ introduc-
tion. “There’s a lot to like
about his game. And as we
sort of build out our player
development program holis-
tically, he’s going to have a
great opportunity to be-
come an excellent NBA play-
er.”

James will be the first
NBA player to share a spot
onaleaguerosterwith hisfa-
ther.

“I've already seenit on so-
cial media and stuff, and the
internet and stuff and talk-
ing about that I might not
deserve an opportunity,”
James said. “But I've been
dealing with stuff like this
my whole life. So it’s nothing
different. But it’s more am-
plified, for sure. But I'll get
throughit.”

Pressure remains on gen-
eral manager Rob Pelinka to
find ways to improve the
Lakers roster, though that
pathway probably will have
to happen via trade, and
while the Lakers have two fu-
ture first-round picks to
deal, they’ve repeatedly said
new leagueruleslike the sec-
ond apron place a premium
on developing their own
young talent.

“If the right deal comes
and we have to put in draft
picks, we will,” Pelinka said
Tuesday. “I think we’ve
talked about it before, we’re
now in the apron world.
We’ve seen, you know, con-
tending teams or champi-
onship-level teams have to
lose players. That’s a result
of the apron world we’re liv-
ing in. So, does it make
trades more challenging?
Yes. Does it make good
tradesimpossible? No.

“So, we’ll continue to pur-
sue upgrades to our roster.”

Staff writer Broderick
Turner contributed to this
report.

[akers hire McMillan

and Brooks as assistants

By DAN WOIKE

The Lakers are hiring
Scott Brooks and Nate Mec-
Millan as assistants for new
coach JJ Redick, a source
with knowledge of the situa-
tion not authorized to speak
publicly confirmed to The
Times.

The Times reported the
Lakers were looking for two
former NBA coaches to work
with Redick, and in Brooks
and McMillan, the Lakers
got 2,363 combined games of
coaching experience.

Brooks, who played two
seasons at UC Irvine and
earned a spot in the school’s
Hall of Fame, helped shep-
herd the rise of Kevin Du-
rant, Russell Westbrook and

James Harden in Oklahoma
City. Brooks, 58, also served
as the coach in Washington
before spending the last
three seasons in Portland on
Chauncey Billups’ staff. Mc-
Millan, 59, has served as a
coach for four franchises —
Seattle, Portland, Indiana
and Atlanta.

The Lakers still are work-
ing to fill out the rest of
Redick’s staff, including one
front-of-bench assistant.

After hiring Redick, who
has no coaching experience,
some within the Lakers or-
ganization wanted to model
his staff after the 2019-20
group that featured former
coaches Jason Kidd and Lio-
nel Hollins working under
coach Frank Vogel and
helped the team win a title.

NBA NOTES

Porter faces felony charge over his sports betting scandal

WIRE REPORTS

Former Toronto Raptors
player Jontay Porter will be
charged with a federal felony
connected to the sports bet-
ting scandal that spurred
the NBA to ban him for life,
court papersindicate.

Federal prosecutors in
Brooklyn filed what’s known
as a criminal information
sheet Tuesday. The docu-
ment doesn’t specify a court
date or the charge or
charges, but it does show the
case is related to an existing
prosecution of four men
charged with scheming to
cash in on tips from a player
about his plans to exit two
games early.

The Associated Press
sent voice and email mes-
sages Wednesday to Porter’s
St. Louis-based lawyer, Jeff
Jensen. He said last month
that Porterhad been “in over
his head due to a gambling
addiction” but was getting
treatment and cooperating
with law enforcement.

An NBA investigation
found in April that Porter
tipped off bettors about his
health and then claimed ill-
ness to exit at least one
game, creating wins for any-
one who’d bet on him to
underperform expectations.
Porter also gambled on NBA
games in which he didn’t
play, once betting against
his own team, the league
said.

The four men charged
last month appeared in
court but haven't entered
pleas. They’re charged with
conspiracy to commit wire
fraud and were released on
bonds.

A court complaint
against those four — Am-
mar Awawdeh, Timothy
McCormack, Mahmud
Mollah and Long Phi Pham
— accused them of using pri-
or knowledge of an NBA
player’s plans so that they or
their relatives could place
winning bets on his perform-
ance. The complaint, filed in
early June, identified the
athlete only as “Player1.” De-

DAVID ZALUBOWSKI Associated Press

JONTAY PORTER of Toronto was suspended for life
by the NBA, which accused him of betting on games.

tails about him and the
game — and a quote from an
NBA news release —
matched up with the
league’s probe into Porter.
According to the com-
plaint, the player owed “sig-
nificant gambling debts” to

Awawdeh, who encouraged
the athlete to intentionally
exit games so bettors in the
know could successfully wa-
ger on him falling short of
what sportsbooks figured
he’d do.

“If I don’t do a special

with your terms. Then it’s
up,” the player responded in
an encrypted message this
year, according to the com-
plaint. “And u hate me and if
I don’'t get u 8k by Friday
you’re coming to Toronto to
beat meup.”

The player told some of
the four defendants that he
would claim health prob-
lems to take himself out of
games early on Jan. 26 and
March 20, the complaint
says. Porter played briefly
on those dates before leav-
ingthe court, complaining of
injury or illness. In both
games, his points, rebounds
and assists were below the
betting line for his perform-
ance.

Mollah, McCormack and
a relative of Awawdeh had
bet the “under” and made
out, though a betting com-
pany ultimately stopped
Mollah from collecting most
of his more than $1 million in
winnings on the March 20
game, according to the com-
plaint.

Afterthe NBA and others

began investigating, the
player messaged Pham,
Mollah and Awawdeh in
early April that they “might
just get hit warico” —an ap-
parent reference to the com-
mon acronym for a federal
racketeering charge — and
asked whether they had de-
leted “all the stuff” from
their phones, the complaint
notes.

Also

Clippers center Ivica
Zubac had 29 points and 16
rebounds as Croatia was
able to secure a place in the
Olympic qualifying semifin-
als despite a 90-86 loss to
New Zealand that kept Luka
Doncic and Slovenia in con-
tention. ... Minnesota signed
veteran forward Joe Ingles.
... Free-agent forward Kyle
Anderson and Golden State
were working to complete a
$27-million, three-year con-
tract, the Associated Press
reported Tuesday night. ...
Kemba Walker is returning
to Charlotte as an assistant
one day afterretiring.
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BASEBALL : TUESDAY FLASHBACK

STANDINGS

Through Tuesday

NATIONAL LEAGUE

West W L Pct. GB LI10
DODGERS 53 33 .616 - 73
San Diego 46 43 517 8% 713
San Francisco 42 44 488 11 6-4
Arizona 41 44 482 11% 46
Colorado 29 56 .341 23%  3-7
Central W L Pct. GB LI0
Milwaukee 51 35 .593 - 73
St. Louis 44 40 524 6 73
Pittsburgh 40 44 476 10 46
Cincinnati 40 45 A71 10% 46
Chicago 39 47 453 12 37
East W L Pct. GB LI10
Philadelphia 56 29 .659 - 73
Atlanta 46 37 554 9 46
New York 42 41 506 13 7-3
Washington 39 46 459 17 2-8
Miami 30 55 353 26 46
AMERICAN LEAGUE

West W L Pct. GB LI10
Seattle 47 40 .540 - 37
Houston 43 42 506 3 82
Texas 39 46 459 7 46
ANGELS 36 48 429 9% 73
Oakland 31 56 356 16  3-7
Central W L Pct. GB LI0
Cleveland 53 30 .639 - 64
Minnesota 48 37 565 6 7-3
Kansas City 47 40 540 8 55
Detroit 38 A7 447 16 37
Chicago 24 63 276 31 46
East W L Pct. GB LI10
Baltimore 54 31 .635 - 55
New York 54 33 621 1 37
Boston 45 39 536 8% 54
Tampa Bay 43 42 506 11 7-3
Toronto 39 46 459 15 45
Today’s games

Dodgers vs. Arizona .

Angels at Oakland
New York (NL) at Washington ..
St. Louis at Pittsburgh
Cincinnati at New York (AL) ..
Houston at Toronto ..

Boston at Miami .....

Chicago (AL) at Cleveland ...
Detroit at Minnesota
Philadelphia at Chicago (NL)
San Diego at Texas
Baltimore at Seattle
San Francisco at Atlanta ...
Milwaukee at Colorado ....
Tampa Bay at Kansas City ...

Dodgers have a flair for the dramatic

[Dodgers, from B10]
the Diamondbacks in front of a
sold-out Chavez Ravine crowd.

After leading by two runs early,
starting pitcher Bobby Miller tip-
toed around disaster in Arizona’s
two-run fourth inning. After the
Dodgers regained the lead on a
monstrous Shohei Ohtani blast in
the seventh, the bullpen faltered
repeatedly in the closing innings to
hand the Diamondbacks a 5-4
edge.

With two out in the ninth, and
shutdown Arizona closer Paul Se-
wald on the mound — the veteran
right-hander had given just one
run in 18 outings — it looked like
that scoreline would stand.

But then, in the kind of se-
quence the Dodgers have pro-
duced time and again this season,
the team flipped the script for a
last-gasp win.

First, Will Smith lined a double
off the wall. Then, even with first
base open, the Diamondbacks
elected to let Sewald pitch to Fred-
die Freeman, pushing the Dodgers
to their last strike after the first
baseman fell behind 0-and-2 in the
count.

With chants of “Fredd-ie!” rain-
ing from the stands, Freeman
turned on a 93-mph fastball over
the outer edge of the zone, roping a
game-tying double into the gap in
right-center.

“We’ve done it before,” Freeman
said. “We’ve done it to other
teams.”

And once the dam broke, there
was no holding the Dodgers back.

Moments later, Hernandez
ended the game with a bouncing
single through the left side of the
infield, easily scoring Freeman to
send Dodger Stadium into deliri-
um.

It might not have been as un-
likely as their seven-run ninth in-
ning in Colorado last month, or as
jarring as their seven-run explo-
sion in extra innings against the
San Francisco Giants last week.

But in some ways, after they
were down to their last strike,
Tuesday felt like the Dodgers’ most
dramatic, heart-stopping, out-of-
nowhere victory yet.

“I just think all night long, we
fought and took good at-bats,”
Roberts said. “Just not relenting.

Just [so much] fight from the
guys.”

The game could’ve gotten away
from the Dodgers much earlier in
the night, when Miller’s five-in-
ning, two-run start nearly came
unraveled in the fourth.

After giving up a leadoff single
to Joc Pederson, Miller hung a two-
strike slider to notorious Dodgers
killer Christian Walker, teeing the
Arizona slugger up for his 15th ca-
reer home run at Dodger Stadium.

From there, Lourdes Gurriel Jr.
and Gabriel Moreno bounced sin-
gles through the infield. Eugenio
Sudrez, who entered the night bat-
tingjust .196, walked on a full-count
fastball toload the bases.

With no outs, and the Dodgers’
early 2-0 lead suddenly evapo-
rated, Miller was on the verge of
spiraling like he did in a five-run in-
ning at Wrigley Field in April, or in
two laborious frames against the
Chicago White Sox last week.

“I tended to try and pinpoint a
little too much,” said Miller, whose
velocity was slightly down in his
third start back from a two-month
shoulderinjury. “Instead ofjust let-

ting everything rip, which is how I
should normally be.”

On the precipice of disaster, the
25-year-old flamethrower au-
thored a different ending.

In just 10 pitches, he induced a
strikeout, a popout and a ground-
out to retire the side. As he walked
off the mound, he flexed his arms
and let out a celebratory scream,
having done just enough to keep
the score tied.

“For me, that was all compete,”
Roberts said, calling Miller’s es-
cape a potential inflection point in
the pitcher’s season, after he en-
tered the night with a 6.75 earned-
run average. “It wasn’t about me-
chanics, it was about trying to keep
your team in the ballgame.”

Said Miller: “I knew the game
was close, and I knew our offense
was going to do the job and get us
backinit.”

About an hour later, that faith
came to fruition.

Ohtani landed the first blow in
the seventh, giving the Dodgers a
4-3 lead by hammering his Na-
tional League-leading 27th home
run halfway up the right-field pavil-

GINA FE.:RAZZI Los An.geles Times
GABRIEL MORENO of the Diamondbacks beats the tag by Dodgers catcher Will Smith to score
the tying run after a throwing error by reliever Blake Treinen in the eighth inning Tuesday night.

ion.

Then, after the Diamondbacks
tied the score on a Blake Treinen
throwing error in the eighth, and
went up 5-4 on Pederson’s solo
blast against Evan Phillips in the
ninth, the Dodgers dashed their
latest sprinkle oflate-game magic.

Fittingly, it was Hernandez —
the offseason signing who has
emerged as the team’s most consis-
tent high-leverage hitter — who
walked it off by driving in his 56th
run, trailing only Ohtani for most
onthe club.

“We’re never going to be out ofit,
we're always going to be fighting
until the last out,” Hernandez said.
“When you have guys like Ohtani,
Freddie, Smith, Mookie [Betts]
when he’s in the lineup; when
you’re behind those guys, all the
big moments in the game are going
to find you.”

And, just as he and the club
have been doing all year, Hernan-
dez and the Dodgers delivered
when it mattered, causing their
manager’s heart to skip a beat as
they poured out of the dugout in
another dramatic win.

DODGERS 6, ARIZONA 5 OAKLAND 7, ANGELS 5 BOSTON 8, MIAMI 3 CLEVELAND 7, CHICAGO WHITE SOX 6 ST. LOUIS 7, PITTSBURGH 4

Arizona ABR HBI Avg. Dodgers AB R H Bl Avg. Angels AB R H BI Avg. Oakland AB R H BI Avg. Boston AB R H BI Avg. Miami AB R H BI Avg. Chicago AB R H Bl Avg. Cleveland AB R H BI Avg. St. Louis AB R H BI Avg. Pittsburgh AB R H Bl Avg.
Carroll rf 40 0 0.210 Ohtanidh 52 3 2.320 Schanu1lb 41 2 4.239 Bleday cf 401 1.242 Duran cf 41 1 1.287 Chisholmcef 400 0.256 Robert cf 412 4.215 HKwanlf 400 0.362 Winn ss 51 2 0.288 McCutcdh 411 1.232
Marte 2b 40 1 1.287 Smithc 52 2 0.271 Rengifo3b 50 2 1.319 AndujarIf 400 0.295 ONeill If 42 2 0.257 DelaCruzlf 400 0.239 BenintendiIf 4 0 0 0.192 Schneemrf 411 2.262 Burlesonrf 51 2 2.280 Reynoldslf 400 0.271
Pedersdh 52 2 1.286 Freemalb 51 2 1.297 Ward If 50 1 0.243 Rookerdh 311 1.261 Abreu rf 51 1 0.270 Belldh 400 0.239 Vaughn1b 411 1.244 Ramirez3b 400 0.276 Carlsonrf 00 0 0.198 Cruzss 300 0.237
Walker1b 51 2 2.259 THemanlf 50 3 3.254 Calhoundh 40 0 0.274 Langeliersc 411 0.203 Devers3b 51 2 2.288 JSanchezrf 411 1.231 Sheets rf 400 0.235 JNaylortb 411 0.242 Contrerasc 4 0 1 0.261 Joe rf-1b 401 0.248
Gurriel If 50 1 0.266 Pagescf 40 1 0.255 O'Hoppec 30 2 0.280 Soderstrib 400 0.219 Wong ¢ 50 1 1.324 Burgerlb 412 1.221 Jiménezdh 401 0.239 Frydh 410 0.303 Goldsch 1b 51 2 0.227 Tellez 1b 211 0.232
Morenoc 31 1 0.232 Rojasss 30 00.291 Neto ss 40 1 0.249 Gelof2b 220 0.202 Yoshidadh 51 3 1.259 Edwardsss 411 0.231 1-Juksdh 000 0.240 Giménez2b 412 0.249 Donovanlf 41 3 1.270 a-Olivaresrf 200 0.234
Sudrez3b 20 1 0.198 Heywardrf 30 0 0.209 Drury 2b 23 1 0.175 Butlerrf 422 3.188 Valdez2b 41 1 0.210 Brujdn2b 400 0.231 DeJong ss 311 0.237 Freemancf 422 2.211 Arenado3b 31 0 0.259 Gonzales2b 411 0.280
a-McCarthy 10 1 0.282 Taylor3b 40 1 0.167 Moniakcf 41 1 0.196 BHaris3b 411 2.128 Smithib 40 1 0.213 Rivera 3b 302 1.215 Lopez 2b 411 0.246 Hedgesc 210 0.149 Carpendh 51 1 0.247 Hayes 3b 300 0.229
New 3b 00 0 0.277 Lux2b 31 0 0.218 Adell rf 40 1 0.187 Schumnnss 201 0.227 Rafaelass 41 1 3.244 Fortesc 301 0.167 Sosa 3b 412 1.231 b-BNajlor 000 1.207 Gorman2b 41 2 4.192 Suwinskicf 313 3.180
Thomascf 30 0 0.176 Totals 37612 6 Totals 35511 5 Totals 3717117 Totals 40813 8 Totals 34373 Lee ¢ 211 0.233 Rocchioss 301 1.211 Siani cf 40 0 0.228 Grandal c 300 0.174
Perdomoss 41 1 0.263 a-Pham 100 0.263 Totals 33776 Totals 39713 7 Totals 3247 4
Totals 36510 4 Angels 000 010 202-5 11 0 Boston 200 300 210-8 13 0 Maldon ¢ 100 0.083 -

Oatand 000 403 00x—7 7 0 | Mimi 000 010 200-3 7 0 | Totals 3569 6 St Louis 002400 100-7 13 0
Avizona 000 200 111-5 10 1 Pitisburgh 000 040 000-4 7 1
Dodgers 101 000 202 -6 12 1 Walks—Angels 3: 0'Hoppe 1, Drury 2. Oakland 2: Rooker 1, Gelof 1. Walks—Boston 2: Duran 1, 0'Neill 1. Strikeouts—Boston 11: 0'Neill 1, glhel\?:é%d (1)8(2) 8% gg? :? ? é a-struck out for Tellez in 6th.

Two outs when winning run scored. a-singled for Sudrez in 8th.

Walks—Arizona 4: Marte 1, Moreno 1, Sudrez 1, Thomas 1. Dodgers 2:
Heyward 1, Lux 1. Strikeouts—Arizona 9: Marte 1, Pederson 2, Walker 1,
Gurriel 1, Sudrez 1, Thomas 2, Perdomo 1. Dodgers 7: Ohtani 2, Smith 1, Pages
1, Heyward 1, Taylor 1, Lux 1. E—Carroll (2), Treinen (1). LOB—Arizona 9,
Dodgers 8. 2B—0htani (22), T.Hemandez (17), Smith (18), Freeman (25).
HR—Walker (18), off Miller; Pederson (11), off Phillips; Ohtani (27), off
Martinez. RBIs—Walker 2 (55), Marte (50), Pederson (35), T.Hemandez 3
(58), Ohtani 2 (64), Freeman (53). S—Carroll, Rojas. Runners left in
scoring p05|t|on—Anzuna 4 (Gurriel, Carroll?g Dodgers 4. NP

Arizona H ERA
Mantiply 2/3 111 0 0 11 431
Nelson.. 611 1 3 78 542
Martinez 122 11 19 1.69
Ginkel.. 1100 0 1 17 291
Swid, L, 01 BS, 11- 12% 322 0 2 17 156
Dodgers IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Miller.... .5 422 3 4 90 6.12
Hudson.. 1100 0 2 19 1.82
Vesia ... 1311 0 1 20 143
Treinen, BS, 1-3. 1110 1 1 18 2.89
Phillips, W, 1-0.. 1111 0 1 13 210

Inherited runners-scored—Nelson 1-1, Martinez 2-0. WP—Nelson.

Strikeouts—Angels 9: Schanuel 1, Rengifo 1, Ward 2, Calhoun 2, Moniak 1,
Adell 2. Oakland 6: Langeliers 2, Soderstrom 1, Gelof 1, Butler 2. LOB—Angels
7, Oakland 4. 2B—Moniak (9), Schanuel (8), B.Harris (1). HR—Rooker (16),
off Soriano; Butler (3), off Soriano. RBIs—Schanuel 4 (30), Rengifo (25),
Rooker (48), Butler 3 (11), B.Harris 2 (7), Bleday (30). SB—Rengifo (22),
Schuemann (6), Rooker (3). SF—Schanuel. Runners left in scoring
position—Angels 3 (Moniak, Ward 2); Oakland 2 (Langeliers 2).
RISP—Angels 3 for 7; Oakland 3 for 6. Runners moved up—Soderstrom,
Andujar. GIDP—Rengifo, Neto. DP—0akland 2 (B.Harris, Gelof, Soderstrom;
Schuemann, Soderstrom).

Angels H RER BB SO NP ERA
Soriano, L, 4-6 344 1 4 62 3.77
100 1 0 28 0.00
333 01 28 450
000 0 1 11 3.89
H RER BB SO NP ERA
611 1 5 94 4.15
Ferguson, H, 1. 1122 11 17 573
Alexander. 100 0 O 9 4.05
Erceg.. 100 0 1 16 330
Miller.. 222 1 2 24 239
Inherited  runners- scored —Ferguson  1-0,  Alexander  2-2.

HBP—Soriano (Schuemann), Marte (Gelof). WP—Spence. T—2:40. Tickets
sold—5,447 (46,847).

N.Y. METS 7, WASHINGTON 2

CINCINNATI 5, N.Y. YANKEES 4

NewYork ABR HBI Avg Washington AB R H Bl Avg.
Lindor ss 52 212 Abramsss 502 1.286
Bader cf 2000 .270 Thomas rf 400 0.234
Nimmo If 31 2 2.251 Ramirezdh 300 1.261
Vientos3b 50 2 1.305 a-Winkerdh 200 0.257
1-Gamelrf 01 0 0.000 Meneses1b 301 0.234
Alonsolb 51 2 2.247 Varg2b-3b 400 0.253
Alvarez ¢ 50 1 0.301 Wood If 300 0.143
Torrensdh 40 1 0.303 Ruizc 401 0.213
Taylorrfcf 41 0 0.223 Senzel 3b 3110.211
Igles2b-3b 41 1 1.388 b-Garcia2b 100 0.257
Mcif-rfi-2b 40 0 0.213 Young cf 311 0.268
Totals 447117 Totals 3526 2
New York 000 001 010 5 _ 7 11 2
i 001 010 000 0 _ 2 6 0

a-flied out for Ramirez in 8th. b-reached on error for Senzel in 9th. 1-ran for
Vientos in 10th.

Walks— Washington 3: Thomas 1, Wood 1, Young 1. Strikeouts—New
York 14: Bader 2, Nimmo 1, Vientos 2, Alonso 1, Alvarez 4, Torrens 2, Taylor 1,
McNeil 1. Washington 7: Abrams 2, Thomas 2, Meneses 2, Young 1. E—Alonso
(4), Lindor (8). LOB—New York 5, Washington 8. 2B—Torrens (2), Lindor
(25), Iglesias (5), Nimmo (16), Young (13). HR—Lindor (14), off Herz; Alonso
(18), off Garcia. RBIs—Lindor (41), Nimmo 2 (52), Iglesias (10), Vientos (27),
Alonso 2 (48), Abrams (43), Ramirez (6). SB—Nimmo (6), Gamel (1).
CS—Abrams (10), Wood (1). Runners left in scoring position—New York

2(Igle5|as Alonso); Washmglton 3(Va;§552 kaerg
New York
Manaea .. 2

NP ERA

ER Bl
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Harvey, BS, 0-2 .
Finnegan ...
Garcia, L, 0 21 5.60
Inherited runners-scored—Floro 1-0. HBP—Manaea (Meneses).
U= Larry Vanover, David Rackley, Nate Tomlinson, Chris Segal. T—2:46.
Tickets sold—19,844 (41,376).
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TEXAS 7, SAN DIEGO 0

Cincinnati AB R H Bl Avg. NewYork AB R H Bl Avg.
India 2b 310 0.275 Volpe ss 500 0.257
DLCruzss 522 2.254 Sotorf 300 0.300
Candeladh 401 1.243 Judge dh 4231321
Steer 1b 301 0.242 Verdugo If 310 0.241
Stephensc¢ 30 0 0.237 Torres 2b 411 1.226
Martini If 400 0.203 Rice 1b 401 2.270
Marte 3b 300 0.150 LeMahieu3b 400 0.180
Fairchildcf 310 0.231 Grishamcf 401 0.159
Benson rf 411 2.191 Trevinoc 300 0.241
Totals 3255 5 a-Wells 100 0.213
Totals 3546 4
Cincinnati 000 140 000 -5 5 2
New York 000 003 100-4 6 0

a-flied out for Trevino in 9th.

Walks—Cincinnati 4: India 1, Steer 1, Stephenson 1, Marte 1. New York 2:
Soto 1, Verdugo 1. Strikeouts—Cincinnati 8: De La Cruz 2, Candelario 1, Steer
2, Fairchild 2, Benson 1. New York 5: Torres 1, Rice 1, LeMahieu 1, Grisham 1,
Trevino 1. E—Marte (3), Ashcraft (3). LOB—Cincinnati 6, New York 6.
2B—Steer (20), Rice (3). 3B—De La Cruz (6). HR—Benson (9), off Gil; De La
Cruz (15), off Ferguson; Judge (32), off Moll. RBIs—Candelario (40), Benson 2
(28), De La Cruz 2 (39), Torres (33), Rice 2 (4), Judge (83). Runners left in
scoring position—Cincinnati 3 (Steer, Martini, Marte); New York 3
(Verdugo, Trevino 2). RISP—Cincinnati 0 for 6; New York 2 for 7.
Cincinnati P R ER BB SO NP
Ashcraft, W, 5-4 78 5.45
Martinez, H, 5. 22 4.02
Moll, H, 8... 8 225
Cruz H, 16 13 372
9 4.60
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83 341

Ferguson . 20 5.67
Cousin: 16 1.42
Kahnle 16 2.70
Weaver, 30 2.64

Inherited runners- scored—Mamnez 2-2, Ferguson 1-1. HBP—Gil 2
(Fairchild,India). WP—Martinez.

PHILADELPHIA 6, CHICAGO CUBS 4

Phila. AB R H BI Avg. Chicago AB R H BI Avg.
Saniogo ABRMBIAvg Toxas  ABR HBIAE | Soron 522 0.5 Hoemer2b 410 0245
Amaezlb 300 0.320 Semien2b 50 1 1.234 | mymerss 523 4.338 Buschib 311 0.259
Wade2b 100 0.232 Smithss 32 1 0.291 Bohm3b 300 0.297 Belingerrf 412 1.270
Profar If 300 0.311 Lowe1b 42 2 4.269 Marsh If 300 0.266 Suzukidh 4192 3262
Rosario 3b 100 0.245 Garcia If 40 10.221 Castella rf 311 0.232 Happlf 400 0.226
Cronenw2b 300 0.257 Langfordlif 30 1 0.261 Clemens1b 411 0.250 Morel 3b 400 0.195
DPeraltalf 000 0.207 Heimc 41 10233 | papigh 400 0231 Swansonss 400 0.214
Machado dh 30 0 0.265 Hill dn 40 00.259 Stwbbsc 401 2.217 CAmstrcf 300 0.188
Sola3b-1b 301 0.278 Taverascf 32 2 1.224 Rojas cf 401 0.234 Nidoc 100 0.063
Merrill cf 300 0.291 Omelas3b 20 1 1.333 Totals 3569 6 a-Mastobu 100 0 .146
Kim ss 300 0.226 Totals 32710 7 Amaya ¢ 000 0.189
Higashiokac 300 0.198 Totals 3245 4
Johnson rf 301 0.190
Totals 29020 Philadelphia 021 020 100-6 9 0

Chicago 001 000 003 -4 5 0
San Diego 000 000 000-0 2 1 a-flied out for Nido in 8th.
Texas 212 101 0x-7 10 0 Walks—F ia 3: Bohm 1, Marsh 1, Castellanos 1. Chicago 2: Busch

Walks— Texas 4: Smith 1, Langford 1, Taveras 1, Omelas 1.
Strikeouts—San Diego 7: Machado 3, Merill 2, Kim 1, Higashioka 1. Texas 8:
Semien 3, Smith 1, Garcfa 1, Langford 2, Hill 1. E—Merill (3). LOB—San Diego
2, Texas 6. 2B—Heim (7), Taveras 2 (11), Garcfa (14), Langford (10), Omelas
(1). HR—Lowe 2 (6), off Cease. RBIs—Lowe 4 (33), Taveras (19), Semien
(45), Omelas (1). SB—Kim (16). S—Omelas. Runners left in scoring
position—San Diego 1 (Higashioka); Texas 4 (Hill 2, Lowe, Semien).
RISP—San Diego 0 for 1; Texas 2 for 12. Runners moved up—Ormelas,
Heim. GIDP—Heim. DP—San Diego 1 (Cronenworth, Kim, Arraez).

San Diego IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
.3

Cease, L, 7-7 8 6 6 2 5 84 424
Kolek 100 0 0 25 446

111 1 2 32 225

000 1 1 13 3.67
Texas H RER BB SO NP ERA
Eovaldi, W, 5-3.. 100 0 6 92 315
Hernéandez..... 100 0 1 27 398

Inherited runners-scored—Kolek 1-0. U— Alfonso Marquez, John
Bacon, Lance Barrett, Roberto Ortiz. T—2:20. Tickets sold—33,965
(40,000).

1, Nido 1. Strikeouts—Philadelphia 11: Bohm 2, Marsh 2, Castellanos 1, Dahl
4, Stubbs 1, Rojas 1. Chicago 9: Hoerer 1, Bellinger 1, Suzuki 2, Happ 3, Morel
2. LOB—Philadelphia 5, Chicago 3. 2B—Clemens (5), Stubbs (2), Stott (12),
Bellinger (14). HR—Turner 2 (5), off Wesneski; Suzuki (1), off Ruiz.
RBIs—Stubbs 2 (6), Tumer 4 (18), Bellinger (35), Suzuki 3 (34). CS—Rojas
(3). Runners left in scoring position—Philadelphia 1 (Stott); Chicago 2
(Suzuki, Happ). RISP—Philadelphia 2 for 5; Chicago 1 for 3.
Philadelphia IP HR BB S

ER BB SO NP
Mercado, W, 1-0.. 211 2 4 78 1.50
Soto.... 000 0 2 14 3.62
Kerkering. 000 0 1 12 147
Marte.. 000 0 O 10 293
Ruiz.... 333 00 8 430
Hoffman, S, 7-10. 000 0 2 11 124
Chicago H RER BB SO NP ERA
Wesneski, L, 2-5.. 555 3 7 89 4.14
Brewer 311 0 3 30 540
Roberts 100 0 1 19 0.00
Lépez 000 0O 9 0.00

Ruiz pitched to 3 batters in 9th
PB—Nido (1). U— Bruce Dreckman, Clint Vondrak, Mark Wegner, Tom
Hanahan. T-2:27. Tickets sold—38,670 (41,363).

Abreu 3, Devers 1, Wong 2, Yoshida 1, Valdez 1, Smith 2. Miami 9: Chisholm 1,
De La Cruz 2, Bell 2, Edwards 1, Brujan 2, Rivera 1. LOB—Boston 7, Miami 4.
2B—Abreu (17), Smith (8). HR—Rafaela (9), off Bellozo; Duran (10), off
Chargois; Burger (8), off Crawford; J.Sanchez (8), off Kelly. RBIs—Devers 2
(47), Rafaela 3 (44), Wong (31), Yoshida (14), Duran (40), Burger (28),
J.Sénchez (30), Rivera (10). SB—Duran (21). Runners left in scoring
position—Boston 4 (Rafaela, Valdez 2, O'Neill); Miami 1 (Brujén).
RISP—Boston 4 for 9; Miami 1 for 2.

Two outs when winning run scored. a-struck out for Lee in 7th. b-sacrificed
for Hedges in 9th. 1-ran for Jiménez in 8th.

Walks—Chicago  1: Delong 1. Cleveland 1. Hedges 1.
Strikeouts—Chicago 11: Robert 1, Vaughn 3, Sheets 2, Jiménez 1, DeJong 1,
Lopez 2, Pham 1. Cleveland 6: Schneemann 2, Ramirez 1, Fry 1, Hedges 2.
E—DeJong (11). LOB—Chicago 3, Cleveland 2. 2B—Sosa 2 (7), Giménez (12),
J.Naylor (15). HR—Vaughn (11), off Carrasco; Robert (10), off Carrasco;
Schneemann (3), off Flexen; Freeman (7), off Flexen. RBIs—Vaughn (40),

Walks—St. Louis 2: Donovan 1, Arenado 1. Pittsburgh 1: Cruz 1.
Strikeouts—St. Louis 12: Winn 1, Burleson 2, Contreras 2, Goldschmidt 1,
Carpenter 3, Gorman 2, Siani 1. Pittsburgh 10: McCutchen 1, Reynolds 1, Cruz 1,
Joe 3, Tellez 1, Olivares 1, Gonzales 1, Hayes 1. E—Grandal (6). LOB—St. Louis
9, Pittsburgh 2. 2B—Winn (17), Contreras (12), Goldschmidt 2 (12).
HR—Burleson (13), off Keller; Gorman (17), off Keller; Suwinski (7), off Gibson;
McCutchen (12), off Gibson. RBIs—Burleson 2 (40), Gorman 4 (41), Donovan
(42), Suwinski 3 (23), McCutchen (25). Runners left in scoring

Boston IP H RER BB SO NP ERA ! position—St. Louis 5 (Gorman, Burleson, Carpenter 3); Pittsburgh 2 (Joe,
Crawford, W, 4-7.......6 3 1 1 0 7 72 347 Robert 4 (18), Sosa (12), Schneemann 2 (12), Rocchio (15), Freeman 2 (30), Gonzales). RISP=St. Louis 4 for 12; Pittsburgh 1 for 5. Runners moved
Kelly. 321 0 1 18 1.78 B.Naylor (18). SB—Robert (4). SF—B.Naylor. Runners left in scoring usp—Caypenter, Winn,
Homn. 100 0 1 32 386 position-Chicago1(Bem’ntendi{;|CIeveland1greeman). t. Louis H RER BB SO NP ERA
Chicago P R ER BB SO NP ERA Gibson, W, 6-3.. 55 4 4 1 8 79 3.88
H RER BB SO NP ERA Flexen. 6663 1 3 101 5.08 King, H, 5 ... 100 0 1 7 297
755 18 98 450 Banks.. 000 0 1 11 412 Fernandez, H, 8. 100 0 0 13 213
522 00 38 3.07 Brebbia.. 000 0 2 9 4.86 Romero, H, 26 .. 000 0 O 10 2.61
111 1 3 37 208 Kopech, L, 2-7 111 0 0 16 450 Helsley, S, 31-32... 000 0 1 17 254
PB—Wong (3). U= John Tumpane, Nick Mahrley, Marvin Hudson, Hunter g;::;ggd 6 2 gEg B? S(; ’;g 5E|2u1\ mzt’"fggs g IéEISt Bg Sg gg SEZQ
Wendelstedt. T—2:30. Tickets sold—14,676 (37,446). Smith, H 14 1/3 333 0 0 18 2:65 100 0 0 10 4:44
Gaddis, BS, 0-4 .. 45100 0 1 15 1.37 311 0 4 30 3.27
Barlow ... 1100 0 3 16 3.38 000 2 3 25 12.46
TORONTO 7, HOUSTON 6 C'?Siv M.I' - 21000 0 0 10 0.67 Inherited runners-scored—Fernandez 1-0. HBP—Keller (Contreras).
d—Gaddis 2-2. WP—Kopech. PB—Contreras (2).
Houston AB R H BI Avg. Toronto AB R H BI Avg.
Altuve 2b 51313 Bichettess 400 0.228 MINNESOTA 5, DETROIT 3
Bregman3b 400 0248 Homiz2b 411 1.306 SAN FRANCISCO 5, ATLANTA 3 ’
Alvarez If 422 3.297 Guererolb 321 0.298 " .
Diaz dh 4000274 Tumerdh 2111250 | SE ABRHBI Avg. Atlanta  ABRHBI A | povoit  ABRHBI Avg Minnoscta ABRHEI Avg
Meerscfi 400 12561 Springerrf 411 3216 | Solerdh 511129 Kelemicof 4110278 | poecfl 0 0-o0) Wgotil s 32
Singleton 1b 3 11 0.234 Varshocff 300 0.195 Wade 1b 411 1.324 Albies 2b 401 1.254 Canha 1b 4000 '224 L 1 3 201 2 '292
Pefia ss 3110278 Clement3 4110268 | Ramoscf 412 1.298 Ommach 400 0.296 | (2% 13 2 00 (2e0 (Bhesy 200 €2
Loperfidorf 40 0 0 286 Kirkc 210 0.197 Bailey ¢ 3000279 Olsonlb 300 0.239 Koo 300 0999 Mordadh 401 099
Salazarc 211 1.375 Bargerlf 301 1.170 Chapman3b 500 0.238 Riley3b 411 1.250 Me'” o a12 101 1'{;”; 500 09
a-Cabbage 100 0.264 Kiermaiercf 000 0.190 Conforto If 311 0.236 Murphyc 411 1.218 Badgy If 4110 '122 S' ; in b 3000 '251
Totals 3468 6 Totals 2976 6 Wisely2b 311 0.297 Duvall rf 301 0.172 addoo : antana :
Yastrze 1f 202 0232 Wallf 301 0.261 Rogers ¢ 300 0.204 Buxton cf 211 0.263
Houston 000 050 010-6 8 0 a-Matos rf 201 0246 Shortss 200 0 .156 Kreidler ss 311 2.147 Jeffersc 400 1.228
Toronto 104 200 00x-7 6 2 Ahmed ss 300 1.243 Totals 3136 3 Totals 32353 CastroIf-2b 300 0.273
Totals 3459 4 Farm2b-3b 211 0.192
a-struck out for Salazar in 9th. Totals 0575
Walks—Houston 2: Singleton 1, Salazar 1. Toronto 5: Guerrero 1, Turner 2, San Francisco 000 021 011-5 9 0O Detroit 000 030 000-3 5 0
Varsho 1, Kirk 1. Strikeouts—Houston 6: Diaz 1, Meyers 1, Singleton 1, Atlanta 020 000 010-3 6 1 i 002 010 11x-5 7 1

Loperfido 2, Cabbage 1. Toronto 10: Bichette 2, Springer 2, Varsho 3, Kirk 2,
Barger 1. E—Bichette (7), Richards (2). LOB—Houston 4, Toronto 3.
2B—Peiia (15), Guerrero (18), Clement (10), Barger (2). HR—Alvarez (18), off
Berrios; Horwitz (3), off Arrighetti; Springer (9), off Arrighetti. RBIs—Salazar
(5), Altuve (38), Alvarez 3 (46), Meyers (33), Turner (27), Horwitz (7), Springer
3(28), Barger (4). Runners left in scoring position—Houston 1 (Altuve);
Toronto 1 (Guerrero). RISP—Houston 3 for 10; Toronto 3 for 6. Runners
moved up—Loperfido. GIDP—Alvarez. DP—Toronto 1 (Horwitz, Bichette,
Guerrero).

a-reached on error for Yastrzemski in 6th.

Walks—San Francisco 5: Wade 1, Ramos 1, Bailey 2, Conforto 1. Atlanta 2:
Olson 1, Duvall 1. Strikeouts—San Francisco 9: Soler 2, Wade 1, Ramos 2,
Bailey 1, Chapman 1, Conforto 1, Ahmed 1. Atlanta 9: Kelenic 2, Ozuna 2, Olson
1, Riley 1, Murphy 1, Duvall 1, Short 1. E—Riley (6). LOB—San Francisco 9,
Atlanta 4. 2B—Conforto (11), Wisely (8), Duvall (6), Kelenic (12). HR—Soler
(10), off Lopez; Wade (3), off Lopez; Ramos (11), off Chavez; Riley (10), off
Birdsong; Murphy (4), off Birdsong. RBIs—Soler (32), Wade (18), Ahmed (14),
Ramos (38), Riley (32), Murphy (9), Albies (39). SB—Ramos (2), Albies (6).

:\Ixiugsh(:t!t‘i L 47 IZ g '; Eg B% Sg gg 6E '}g SF—Ahmed. S—Wisely, Short. Runners left in scoring position—San
Contreras .. 2000 1 3 34 0.00 Francisco 2 (Chapman, Ahmed) Atlanta A&Shon Albies 2, 0lsonz’
Martinez... 2000 0 2 33 25 | SanFrancisco ERA
i Birdsong, W, 1- 4 2.2 2 5 87 4.66
Toronto IP H RER BB SO NP ERA Rodriguez, H, 2 000 0 O 8 432
Berrios, W, 8-6.. 5555 2 1 60 3.63 Walker, H, 15.. 000 0O 11 2.05
Pearson, H, 6 2100 0 3 32 5.03 Ty.Rogers, H, 1 211 0 2 23 2.90
Richards, H, 6 1110 0 0 14 244 Doval, S, 15-18... 000 0 2 12 4.28
Green, S, 3-3 1100 0 2 16 137 Atlanta H RER BB SO NP ERA
. . — Lopez . 422 4 6 101 1.83
HBP—Berrios (Pefia). WP—Arrighetti. PB_Salazar (1). U— Adam Beck, Lee, L, 2-2.. 1110 0 0 16 2.12
Dan lassogna, Ben May, CB Bucknor. T—2:24. Johnson .. 100 1 2 23 3.10
Bummer.. 211 00 16 3.99
Chavez 111 0 1 29 151
TAMPA BAY 5, KANSAS CITY 1 i d—Johnson 1-1, Chavez 2-1,
Tampa Bay AB R H BI Avg Kansas City AB R H Bl Avg.
Diaz 1b 501 0.270 Garcia 2b 401 0.229 BALTIMORE 2, SEATTLE 0
B.Lowe dh 421 1.220 Witss 411 1.311
fﬁﬁ:;ab g ? 1 g %g EZ(S:'Z“E 1o 2 8 8 8 'g‘;g Baltimore AB R H Bl Avg. Seattle  AB R H Bl Avg.
N : ! Hendersss 411 0.288 Crawfordss 400 0.211
Arozarenalf 501 0.196 Massey dh 400 0.283
! Rutschmanc 4 0 0 0.291 France 1b 200 0.230
Palacios 2b 4 1 3 1.251 Renfroe rf 300 0.210 '
o OHearn1b 402 0.289 Raleylf 300 0.257
Siri cf 301 0.214 Melendezlf 303 0.191 H
Santanderrf 4 02 1.234 Raleighc 300 0.200
Rortvedt ¢ 300 0.263 Alexa3b 201 0.125 .
; Kerstaddh 400 0.265 Polanco2b 300 0.193
Walls ss 210 0.160 a-loftin3b 100 0.205 :
Totals 3559 4 Isbel cf 300 0.233 Westburg3b 411 0.281 1-Bliss 000 0.241
Totals 2161 Cowser If 402 0.228 Canzonerf 300 0.214
Mullins cf 301 1.219 Rodriguezcf 400 0.244
— Mateo 2b 300 0.232 Hanigerdn 300 0.210
e oo a2 0| Toals w4292 Rojas3b 202 0.260
a-Moore3b 100 0.209
a-pinch it for Alexander in 7th. Totals 28020
Walks—Tampa Bay 6: B.Lowe 1, Paredes 1, Siri 1, Rortvedt 1, Walls 2. Baltimore 000 100 100-2 9 0
Strikeouts—Tampa Bay 8: B.Lowe 1, Paredes 2, J.Lowe 1, Arozarena 1, Siri 1, Seattle 000 000 000-0 2 O

Rortvedt 2. Kansas City 6: Witt 1, Pasquantino 1, Massey 1, Renfroe 1, Alexander
1, Isbel 1. LOB—Tampa Bay 9, Kansas City 4. 2B—Siri (12), Palacios (8),
Paredes (17), Melendez (13). HR—B.Lowe (7), off Anderson; Witt (13), off Kelly.
RBIs—Palacios (18), Paredes 2 (45), B.Lowe (24), Witt (55). SB—Siri (8),
Walls (3), Palacios (13). Runners left in scoring position—Tampa Bay 6
(Siri, Dfaz 3, Rortvedt, J.Lowe); Kansas City 2 (Isbel, Perez). RISP—Tampa Bay
1 for 10; Kansas City O for 2. Runners moved up—Diaz, Pasquantino.
GIDP—B.Lowe. DP—Kansas City 1 (Garcia, Witt, Pasquantino).

Tampa Bay IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Littell, W, 3-5 5400 0 68 3.94
Kelly, H, 9. 1111 0 1 13 3.44
Poche, H, 8. 1100 0 0 13 3.00
Adam, H, 14. 1000 0 1 10 1.95
Fairbanks 1000 0 O 14 3.03
Kansas City IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Singer, L, 4-5 5311 3 4 88 3.05
Schreiber.. 1211 0 2 18 4.05
Stratton. 1122 2 1 24 479
Hernandez 1200 1 1 32 180
Anderson.. 1111 0 0 12 413

WP—Singer. U— Ramon De Jesus, Jeremy Riggs, Adrian Johnson, Quinn
Wolcott. T-2:27. Tickets sold—16,865 (38,427).

aflied out for Rojas in 8th. 1-ran for Polanco in 9th.

Walks—Baltimore 2: Mullins 1, Mateo 1. Seattle 4: France 2, Raleigh 1,
Canzone 1. Strikeouts—Baltimore 7: Henderson 3, Kjerstad 3, Mateo 1.
Seattle 11: Raley 2, Raleigh 2, Polanco 2, Canzone 1, Rodriguez 2, Haniger 2.
LOB—Baltimore 7, Seattle 7. 2B—0'Hearn (9). RBIs—Santander (56),
Mullins (29). SB—Raley (6). CS—Mullins (4), Cowser (2). Runners left in
scoring position—Baltimore 4 (Westburg 2, Rutschman 2); Seattle 4
(Raleigh 2, Rodriguez 2). RISP—Baltimore 2 for 10; Seattle 0 for 5. Runners
moved up—Canzone. GIDP—Westburg, Polanco. DP—Baltimore 1
(Henderson, 0'Heam); Seatt\el(Crawford Folanco France).

Baltimore P S0 NP ERA
Rodriguez, W, 10-3 .....6% 2 0 0 4 8 104 3.45
Cano, H, 21 %000 0 1 8 3.06
é 000 0 O 11 3.96

000 0 2 17 2.30

H RER BB SO NP ERA

722 15 95 3.32

000 1 1 17 334

100 0 0 14 225

100 0 1 17 5.02

Inherited runners- scored Cano 1-0, Voth 2-0. HBP—Kimbrel 2
(Raley,Polanco). U— Edwin Moscoso, Vic Carapazza, Adam Hamari, Brian
Walsh. T—2:39. Tickets sold—36,173 (47,929).

1-ran for Miranda in 8th.

Walks—Detroit 2: Urshela 1, Keith 1. Minnesota 5: Santana 1, Buxton 2,
Castro 1, Farmer 1. Strikeouts—Detroit 7: Pérez 1, Greene 1, Urshela 1, Malloy
1, Baddoo 2, Rogers 1. Minnesota 8: Correa 1, Lewis 1, Kepler 1, Miranda 1,
Santana 2, Castro 2. E-Woods Richardson (3). LOB—Detroit 4, Minnesota 6.
2B—Lewis (5), Buxton (14). HR—Malloy (4), off Woods Richardson; Kreidler
(1), off Woods Richardson; Margot (3), off Skubal; Correa (10), off Brieske.
RBIs—Malloy (8), Kreidler 2 (2), Lewis 2 (18), Margot (19), Jeffers (42), Correa
(41). CS—Castro (5). Runners left in scoring position—Detroit 0;
Minnesota 3 (Miranda, Castro 2). RISP—Detroit 1 for 1; Minnesota 1 forﬁ

P R ER S NP

Detroit H BB SO
433 17 94 2 45
Vest, L, 1-2 .. 111 2 0 25 3.3
Brieske .... 211 2 1 26 324
Minnesota H RER BB SO NP ERA
Woods Richardson....... 433 2 4 94 352
000 0 1 15 1.80
100 0 1 14 193
000 0 1 13 338

Inherited runners-scored—Brieske 1-0, Alcala 1-0. WP—Vest. U— Bill
Miller, Alex MacKay, Malachi Moore, Chad Whitson. T—2:21. Tickets
sold—19,609 (38,544).

MILWAUKEE 4, COLORADO 3
Milwaukee AB R H Bl Avg. Colorado  AB R H BI Avg.
Turang2b 41 1 1.287 Tovarss 500 0.276
Contrerasc 40 0 0.292 Rodgers2b 501 0.282
Yelich dh 50 3 0.329 McMah3b 411 0.269
Adamesss 31 2 1.239 Diazdh 502 0.307
Mitch cff 40 1 0.333 Doyle cf 312 2.264
Bauers1b 30 0 0.217 Stallings ¢ 211 0.278
a-Hosk1b 10 0 1.224 Toglia 1b 100 1.182
Frelick rf 30 1 1.271 JonesIf 300 0.189
b-Perkinscf 20 1 0.248 Goodmanrf 300 0.185
ChourioIf 41 2 0.248 Caverf 000 0.247
Monast3b 31 1 0.196 c-Blackmon 100 0.258
Totals 36412 4 Hilliard rf 000 0.000
Totals 32373
Milwaukee 010 000 102-4 12 1
Colorado 020 000 010 -3 70

a-struck out for Bauers in 8th. b-singled for Frelick in 8th. c-flied out for
Cave in 8th.

Walks—Milwaukee 5. Colorado 6. Strikeouts—Milwaukee 6: Contreras
1, Yelich 1, Bauers 1, Hoskins 1, Perkins 1, Monasterio 1. Colorado 9: Tovar 2,
Rodgers 1, McMahon 2, Diaz 1, Toglia 1, Jones 2. E—Contreras (7).
LOB—Milwaukee 12, Colorado 10. 2B—Yelich (9), Turang (15), Doyle (13).
3B-—Doyle (2), Stallings (1). HR—Doyle (10), off Keuchel. RBIs—Frelick (18),
Turang (38), Adames (56), Hoskins (38), Doyle 2 (32), Toglia (25).
SB—Chourio (9). SF—Adames, Toglia. Runners left in scoring
position—Milwaukee 7.Colorado 5.

Milwaukee IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Keuchel ... 5% 4 2 2 78 6.75
Paredes 10 2 20 1.08
Milner... 000 0 O 4 476
B.Hudson . s 111 o201 36 0.99
Zastryzny, W, 1-0 000 0 1 12 0.00
Megill, S, 18-19 ... 100 0 2 16 1.59

H RER BB SO NP ERA

611 2 3 83 5.60

311 1 1 39 521
Beeks 1100 0 1 17 432
Mears, L, 1-4,B5,0-2.% 2 2 2 2 0 39 628
Lawrence . 000 0 16 5.16

=

U— Brian 0’'Nora, Mark Ripperger, Derek
Tickets sold—25,669 (50,144).

homas, Brennan Miller. T—3:22.
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Two homers mar Soriano’s return

A’s tag him for four in
the fourth, and even
four RBIs by Schanuel
can’t rally the Angels.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

OAKLAND — Lawrence
Butler and Brent Rooker hit
home runs, Mitch Spence
gave up one hit over 5/ in-
nings, and the Oakland Ath-
letics beat the Angels 7-5 on
Tuesday night.

Brett Harris added atwo-
run double for Oakland,
which had lost seven of its
previous eight games and 17
of 21.

Nolan Schanuel had two
hits and four RBIs for the
Angels, who had won six of
their previous seven games.

Butler and Rooker hom-
ered off Angels starter José
Soriano in a four-run fourth
inning.

“It’s obviously great to
see the young guys ... pro-
duce. It’s been a while since
we’ve hit a three-run homer,
so that’s always nice,” man-
ager Mark Kotsay said.

Rooker’s 16th homer
came on an 0-and-2 knuckle
curve Soriano left over the
plate. Butler’s opposite-field
shot barely grazed the left-
field foul pole.

Kotsay attributed a me-
chanical adjustment to But-
ler’s home run.

“It’s going to process for
him to be able to duplicateit,
but that swinghe tookonthe
three-run homer, shorter,
less head movement, more
direct to the baseball, and
thus the result happened,”
Kotsay said.

Harris’ two-run double in
the sixth highlighted a
three-run inning in which
Oakland extended itslead to
7.

The Angels closed to
within 7-3 in the seventh on
Schanuel’s two-run single.
He also doubled in a run off
A’s closer Mason Miller, who
gave up tworunsintheninth
in anon-save situation.

Spence (5-4) gave up one
run and six hits to end a
streak of five straight win-
less starts. He struck out
five and did not give up a
walk.

He has walked no more
than one in seven straight
starts.

Soriano (4-6) gave up
four runs and three hits in
four innings. The hard-
throwing right-hander was
activated from the injured
list earlier in the day after
sitting out three weeks be-

EAKIN HOWARD Associated Press

LUIS RENGIFO steals second base during the fifth inning of Tuesday’s 7-5 loss in
Oakland. Rengifo, who’s vying for the AL batting lead, had two hits and an RBI.

A’s request denied in legal case

Oakland team sought
protection of interests
in Las Vegas regarding
funding for stadium.

By BILL SHAIKIN

In February, the Oakland
Athletics asked a Nevada
court for permission to get
involved in a lawsuit be-
tween a state teachers union
and the state itself.

At issue: Did legislators
violate the state constitu-
tionwhen they awarded $380
million in public funding to
the A’s for a new Las Vegas
ballpark?

The court denied the A’s
request, saying the state can
handle the matter on its
own.

“The presence of [the
A’s], a private party that
only represents its own pre-

sumably profit-driven inter-
ests, will unduly expand the
controversy,” District Judge
Kristin Luis wrote in aruling
issued last week.

The A’s had argued they
needed to intervene because
“millions of dollars” would
be at risk if the A’s did not
satisfy the development
timelines enactedin SB1,the
legislation that authorized
the public financing.

However, Luis wrote that
the A’s intervention would
be “likely to cause delay and
increased costs” in resolving
thelitigation.

She also wrote that the
team’s interests would be
represented by the state and
associated local agencies, all
of whom want the stadium
built.

“The existing govern-
ment defendants have the
same ultimate objective as
[the A’s] — persuading this
court that, contrary to plain-

tiffs’ allegations, SB1is con-
stitutional,” Luis wrote.

The court has not yet set
a hearing date to consider
the state’s request to throw
out the case, although both
sides have filed formal argu-
ments.

The Las Vegas Stadium
Authority is expected to dis-
cuss progress on the pro-
posed stadium at its July 18
meeting.

Under SB1, the
authorization for the public
funding could expire if the
A’s have not executed a de-
velopment agreement and
lease agreement within 18
months of  relocation
approval, which was granted
by MLB eight months ago.

The stadium, projected
to open in 2028, is budgeted
at $1.5 billion.

A’s owner John Fisher is
responsible for financing all
but the $380 million of public
funding.

cause of an abdominal infec-
tion.

He was on a 65-pitch lim-
it.

Soriano’s effort coming
back from the injury was an
encouraging sign for the An-
gels, manager Ron Washing-
ton said, noting Soriano

likely would have his pitch
limit bumped up to 85 in his
next start.

“He’s back,” Washington
said. “We’ll see where it goes
from here, but I was pleased
with the way he threw the
ball.

“You always wish you

don’t give up any runs, but it
happens.

“I thought he handled
himselfvery well out there.”

Before the game, the An-
gels put right-hander An-
drew Wantz on the 15-day IL
because of right elbow in-
flammation.
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tablet or computer at latimes.com/enewspaper.

Kershaw, Dodgers
insist it’s sidetrack,
not injury setback

No need for alarm as
he pauses rehab and

his return this season
still remains on track.

By JACK HARRIS

A week ago, Clayton
Kershaw’s recovery from off-
season shoulder surgery was
temporarily paused because
oflingering soreness.

While discussing the situ-
ation for the first time Tues-
day, the 36-year-old Dodgers
pitcher smirked when asked
what happened.

“‘Just some old-man
shoulder, a little bit,” he
deadpanned. “There’s some
wear and tear in there. But
nothing new.”

The end of that answer
was the most important de-
velopment Kershaw shared
with reporters, explaining
away last week’s soreness as
less of a setback and more of
a normal sidetrack in his re-
covery from shoulder
surgery in November.

“Ifeellike the upward tra-
jectory has been pretty
steady up to this point,” said
Kershaw, who underwent
surgery to repair his shoul-
der capsule and gleno-
humeral ligaments. “I just
think it’s just like getting
your feet underneath you a
little bit.”

Kershaw had an MRI last
week that confirmed no new
damage in his shoulder, and
also was given some shots to
help alleviate the soreness
he reported to team person-
nel following his first minor-
league rehabilitation start
on June 19.

This week Kershaw re-
sumed playing catch in the
outfield of Dodger Stadium.
On Wednesday he was
scheduled to throw a

bullpen session.

“He looks really good,”
manager Dave Roberts said.
“Iwould argue that he looks
even better than he did even
when he was kind of making
his way back a few weeks
ago, at this point in time. So
I'mreally encouraged by it.”

When Kershaw will rejoin
the Dodgers’ rotation is less
clear.

The three-time Cy Young
Award winner had been tar-
geting a comeback in late
July or August. He hopes
that time frame hasn’t been
significantly altered by his
week off from throwing.

“Having this little couple-
day reset should help,” Ker-
shaw said, noting that he
feels more comfortable try-
ing to “push through stuff”
now that he knows his shoul-
der is continuing to recover
properly.

“Obviously, any time it
doesn’t feel good, you get
worried just because you've
been down that road,” Ker-
shaw said. “But it was a good
outcome with everything.
The timeline is still on our
side. ... It could have been a
lot worse, for sure.”

The closer Kershaw gets
to returning, he said, the
harderit has become for him
to watch games from the
dugout.

“I don’t want to say it’s
been miserable, because I've
gotten to spend time with
my family and have a lot
more family time and be able
to hang out with them
more,” he said. “But I mean,
yeah. You don’t feel like
you’re doing what you’re
supposed to be doing.

“Kind of tasting being
able to be back out there,
each day is starting to be a
little bit more tedious.

“I get it now. Rehab’s not
fun.”

For the time being, at

ASHLEY LANDIS Associated Press

CLAYTON KERSHAW had to stop throwing amid
some discomfort in his surgically repaired shoulder.

least, Kershaw’s rehab is
back on schedule, keeping
him on track toreturnbefore
the end of the season.

“I'm not going to be
happy until I get to go back
out there,” he said.

More updates

More than two weeks
since he strained his rotator
cuff, Yoshinobu Yamamoto
has not started throwing
again.

But Roberts said he be-
lieved the pitcher was “pain-
free” and hoped Yamamoto
would resume playing catch
“soon.”

“He’s getting worked on,
he’s doing a lot of shoulder
exercises, non-throwing
stuff,” Roberts said. “But I
don’t know when that timeis
he’s gonna pick up a base-
ball.”

Walker Buehler seems
closer to returning from the
injured list.

Roberts said the hip is-
sue that sidelined the right-
hander last month has
“calmed down” and Buehler
is working with private
pitching coaches in Florida

torefine his delivery after his
struggles returning from his
second Tommy John
surgery.

“The plan is, as soon as
we can, get him on a rehab
assignment,” Roberts said.
“I just don’t know when
that’s gonna be.”

Inthe bullpen, injured re-
liever Joe Kelly began a re-
hab assignment with
class-A Rancho Cucamonga
on Tuesday night and threw
a scoreless inning, though
Roberts still didn’t expect
the right-hander to return
from his shoulder injury un-
til after the All-Star break.

“He could surprise me,”
Roberts said, “but I think
that three or four [rehab
outings] is totally the floor,
reasonably.”

Brusdar Graterol is
“making some headway” in
his recovery from a shoulder
injury that has kept him out
all season, according to Rob-
erts.

Graterol is expected to
begin throwing simulated
games at the Dodgers’
Camelback Ranch facility in
Arizona soon.

October matters
most to Ohtani

[Hernandez, from B10]
global scale,” Roberts said.

Ohtani winning, or even
just participating in, a home
run derby could draw atten-
tion to baseball for a handful
of days. Ohtani dominating
the playoffs could reverse
the trajectory of the sport’s
declining popularity.

The widespread enthusi-
asm over his potential entry
inthe derby was entirely
understandable, consider-
ing his performance with
the Dodgers.

Ohtani, who was named
an All-Star starter Wednes-
day, entered the dayleading
the National League in
homers with 27.

The most recent of them
was hit in a series-opening
6-5 victory over the Arizona
Diamondbacks on Tuesday
night, with Ohtanilaunch-
ing a slider by Justin Mar-
tinez into the right-field
pavilion after taking a 101-
mph fastball for a ball.

“Idon’t understand how
he was able to do that,” first
baseman Freddie Freeman
said. “It’s hard to imagine
because I'mrolling that
over.”

The homer was Ohtani’s
10th in 14 games entering
Wednesday. The ball trav-
eled an estimated 433 feet
but was only his 10th-long-
est homer of the season.

Ohtani said last week he
wanted to compete in the
derby but cautioned that his
participation was contin-
gent on the approval of team
officials, trainers and doc-
tors because he still was
rehabilitating his surgically-
repaired right elbow.

In other words, the deci-
sion would take into consid-
eration his anticipated
return to the mound. The
two-way player is expected
to resume pitching next
year. Future Octobers also
were at stake.

Roberts acknowledged
that his preference was for

Ohtani to skip the event.
Ultimately, after what Rob-
erts described as a “group
discussion,” Ohtani agreed.

“It’s not solely his re-
sponsibility to carry Major
League Baseball,” Roberts
said.

In addition to the reha-
bilitation of his elbow,
Ohtani pointed to the num-
ber of swings he would have
to take as areason to not
compete. New rules will
permit hitters to take as
many as 40 swings in each of
the first two rounds and 27
inthe final.

Ohtaniwas a derby
contestant once before, in
2021. He crashed out in the
first round but set arecord
for the most 500-plus-foot
homers with six. “In any
other normal situation,
where he wasn’t rehabbing,
Ithink he would love to
participate,” Roberts said.

“But then youlayer on
something that is so unique
to anyone, the volume of
swings, the intensity ofit, it
would just be areal disap-
pointment for not only
Shohei, the Dodgers, and
also the fans, if something
were to happen during
something like that, which
is an exhibition, essentially.”

Ohtani will be in Texas
for the All-Star Game, as he
has received more fan votes
than any other NL desig-
nated hitter.

Nonetheless, his exclu-
sion from one of the week’s
signature events will matter.
Will a casual sports fan tune
in to watch Gunnar Hender-
sonin the derby? Does a
casual sports fan even know
who Gunnar Henderson is?

Ohtanihas placed a
significant wager on the
Dodgers. He has gambled
that they will make the
necessary moves to give
them arealistic chance to
triumph in October. He has
bet that he will perform
once heisthere.
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ames agrees to remain with Lakers

Two-year, $104-million
max contract could be
revisited in order to
improve team’s roster.

By DAN WOIKE

LeBron James and the Lakers agreed
Wednesday to a two-year contract that
includes a no-trade clause and a player
optionfornext season for either the maxi-
mum or close to it — a sign that his will-
ingness to take a significant pay cut to aid
the team’s effort to build a better roster
has expired.

According to people with knowledge of
the talks but not authorized to speak
publicly, the Lakers and James’ repre-
sentatives are discussing the possibility
oftaking money off the two-year, $104-mil-
lion maximum contract to keep the Lak-
ers under the so-called “second apron” of
team payrolls.

Crossing that threshold, which is at
$188.9 million, would severely limit the
Lakers’ ability to add to their roster by
placingrestrictions onthe kinds of trades
the team can make, including adding
players during the season.

Whether it’s through James’ contract
or restructuring other deals, someone fa-
miliar with the Lakers’ situation but not
authorized to speak publicly said the
team will end up under the second apron.

The Lakers, who have a full 15-player
roster, would need to shed salary else-
where to be able to acquire players via
sign-and-trade deals.

James [See Lakers, B7]

Get ready for
another era of
team futility

BILL PLASCHKE

The Lakers give an aging
star a generous contract
extension that ensures he
will retire in their uniform.

The Lakers know this
contract will restrict their
ability to win a champi-
onship, but they giveit to
him anyway.

Sure enough, from the
moment this contract is signed, the team
endures six consecutive losing seasons,
including one containing the fewest wins
in Lakers history.

This was the final impact of the Kobe
Bryant era.

And this will be the final impact of the
LeBron James era?

It sure seems like it. It sure feels like it.
It appears that the Lakers have been
here before, and it’s not a good look.

When James agreed to a two-year,
$104-million max contract Wednesday
morning, it set the Lakers on a path
toward several seasons of Kobe-tinged
irrelevance.

Granted, James is a much stronger
player than Bryant was during his final
years. And, yes, this team has Anthony
Davis; those teams had Timofey Mozgov.

But the [See Plaschke, B7]

GINA FERAZZI Los Angeles Times
LAKERS forward LeBron James is reportedly discussing the possibility of taking money off a new two-year, $104-million
maximum contract to keep the Lakers under the CBA’s second apron of team payrolls. The deal includes a no-trade clause.

[f Ohtani is not in it,
there’s no point
to home run derby

Like it or not, these
Dodgers have flair
for the dramatic

DYLAN HERNANDEZ What a loss for baseball. worse for wear, but his line-
Ohtani’s decision Tuesday triumph over — up’s flair for the dramatic
Major League shouldn’t be considered a Ari . h irl8 h was once again for the best.
Baseball dereliction of duty to pro- rizona 1s their lot In a 6-5 win over the Ari-
might as well mote the sport, however. comeback Victory and zona Diamondbacks on
cancelthe Thisis a sacrifice. This is : : Tuesday night, the Dodgers
home run acalculated wager. Thisisa thlr d Walk—Off win. scored twice in the seventh
derby. recognition of what is at - inning, then twice again in
With stake. Ohtani wants to play By JACK HARRIS the ninth, rallying for their
Shohei in the postseason. 18th comeback win and,
Ohtani saying “The reason he came to Dave Roberts cracked a  thanks to Teoscar Hernan-
on Tuesday the Dodgers,” manager smile, sighed a deep breath dez’s game-winning single,
night that he is unlikely to Dave Roberts said, “was to of relief, then started to third walk-off victory of the
compete in the annual win a championship.” laugh with a disbelieving season.
swing-a-thon, what’s the All-Star week isn’t base- shake ofhis head. “Better late than never,”
point? ball’s greatest stage. “You know what, I don’t Roberts added, proudly, in
“This time, I think it will Octoberis. know,” the Dodgers man- his postgame news confer-
move in the direction of me Roberts said Ohtani is ager said of histeam’srecur-  ence. “When it matters, they
probably not participating,” “veryintune with his re- ring ability to stage unlikely do come alive. They keep

Ohtani said in Japanese. sponsibility” as the Face of late-game comebacks. “It fighting... There was fight to
What alossforthe event, Baseball. doesn’t help my quality of theend.”

which will be staged on July “No player moves the : life, waiting for the seventh Really, the Dodgers had

15 at Globe Life Field in needle in baseball more G1Na FERAZZI Los Angeles Times  inning to come alive withthe to grind through the entire

Arlington, Texas, one day
before the All-Star Game.

than Shohei, asfarasona

[See Hernandez, B9]

TEOSCAR HERNANDEZ drove in the winner in the
ninth Tuesday after Freddie Freeman’s double tied it.

bats.”
Roberts’ heart might be

series-opening win against
[See Dodgers, B8]

Pending Angel City sale sets milestone

Disney CEO Bob Iger and wife Willow Bay are close to

completing deal to buy into women’s soccer team. A1

Coco Gauff advances at Wimbledon

No. 2-seeded American beats qualifier Anca Todoni
to reach the third round at the All England Club. Bé

Sparks stumble to extend losing streak

After leading for most of the game, they can’t hold off
the Mystics, as L.A.’s skid reaches eight. Bé
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THE DIAMONDBACKS'’ Jake McCarthy scores as catcher Will Smith receives the late throw during Arizona’s 12-4 victory on Wednesday at Dodger Stadium.

Dodgers come out swinging, then fall flat

By JACK HARRIS

It was tough to tell what was
more lethargic Wednesday night.

The mind-numbing pace of a 3-
hour 23-minute game at Dodger
Stadium.

Or the head-scratching per-
formance of the Dodgers’ offense
after a four-run, first-inning out-
burst.

After surging in front with a
quick four-spot against debuting
Arizona Diamondbacks starter
Cristian Mena, the Dodgers’ bats
came to a screeching halt in their
12-41oss at Chavez Ravine, with the
team’s muted play mirroring the
slow, meandering rhythm of their
second-longest nine-inning game
ofthe season.

The night couldn’t have started
better for the Dodgers.

With scheduled Diamondbacks
starter Jordan Montgomery out
because of a knee injury, Arizona

turned to Mena, a rookie right-
hander, for his major league debut.

His big league welcome: a first-
inning blitz from the top of the
Dodgers’ order.

Shohei Ohtani singled. Will
Smith walked. Then, Freddie
Freeman and Teoscar Hernandez
blasted back-to-back home runs,
answering Arizona’s run in the top
half of the inning to jump out to a
sudden 4-11lead.

With breakout rookie pitcher
Gavin Stone on the bump, and the
Diamondbacks seemingly staring
down alongnight onthe mound, all
the pieces appeared to be in place
for the Dodgers to cruise to arout.

Instead, they squandered the
early advantage without much of
their typical fight.

Over the final eight innings,
they managed just two hits, hit into
three double plays, and rarely
came close to scoring another run.

In the third, the Dodgers failed
to capitalize on a two-on, one-out

opportunity, when Freeman was
doubled off trying to score on a fly
out.

Inthe fifth, another double play
— this time a routine grounder
from Hernandez — negated Free-
man’s one-out walk.

The Dodgers finally put anoth-
er runner in scoring position in the
sixth inning, when Miguel Rojas
doubled off the wall. But as sud-
denly as the opportunity arose, it
was dashed nearly as fast. Pinch-
hitter Kiké Hernandez struck out.
Chris Taylor grounded out to end
the inning. And, with Arizona
ahead 8-4, the Dodgers never
threatened to come back again.

Stone didn’t help the cause
much. After giving up just one run
from abases-loaded jaminthefirst
inning, he struggled to find a
rhythm in his first start since last
week’s shutout against the Chi-
cago White Sox. He put two batters
aboard in the second inning, labor-
ing to end that frame without any

damage.

In the third, he finally came
unglued, givingup one run on a Eu-
genio Sudrez double before serving
up agame-tying, two-runhomerun
to Gabriel Moreno.

While Stone’s night ended after
the third, the Dodgers’ pitching
problems persisted.

Christian Walker continued his
dominance ofthe club by whacking
his16th and 17thhome runs at Dod-
ger Stadium. The first one broke a
4-4 tie in the fifth, a solo drive off
Ryan Yarbrough. The latter served
as insurance in the ninth, a three-
run shot that made Walker the
ballpark’s all-time slugging leader
(minimum 100 career plate appear-
ances) with a 741 mark.

In between Walker’s blasts, Ari-
zona added another run in the
fifth, then two more in the sixth on
Lourdes Gurriel Jr.’s homer.

Alongthe way, the Dodgers also
were victims of several self-in-
duced miscues.

Freeman was easily thrown out
on the third-inning sacrifice fly at-
tempt, trying to score on a rela-
tively shallow fly ball toright fielder
Jake McCarthy.

An at-bat before Gurriel’s back-
breaking sixth-inning homer,
Teoscar Hernandez seemed to
mistakenly think Walker had hit
another home run to left field,
pullingup at the warning trackona
double that clanked off the top of
the wall and might have been
catchable.

Manager Dave Roberts didn’t
help the game’s flow, either, mak-
ing a seventh-inning pitching
change in a 2-and-2 count after re-
liever Yohan Ramirez’s pitch count
climbed to 37.

By then, though, the result was
already well in hand.

The Dodgers had blown their
early lead. They’d slipped into a
midgame malaise. And they qui-
etly succumbed to one of their flat-
terlosses of the season.

Angels manage only

five singles in getting 8

shut out by the A’s

ASSOCIATED PRESS

OAKLAND — Joey Estes
pitched the first shutout iby an
Oakland pitcher n more than three
years, and the Athletics beat the
Angels 5-0 on Wednesday night.

Estes (3-3) threw 68 of his 92
pitches for strikes, limiting the An-
gels to five singles and a walk with
four strikeouts in the first com-
plete game of his career. The right-
hander induced three double plays
and struck out Taylor Ward swing-
ing to end the game.

It was the 16th complete game
in the majorleagues this season, 10
ofthem shutouts.

The last Oakland pitcher to ac-
complish the feat was Sean Man-
aea, who blanked the Seattle Mari-
ners onJune 2, 2021

Brent Rooker had three hits, in-
cluding a homer for the second
straight game, and Max Schue-
mann also homered.

The A’s benefited from some
shaky Angels defense to score two
runs in the second inning. With
runners on first and third, Brett
Harris hit a comebacker that
should have been an inning-ending
double play, but pitcher Davis
Daniel’s low throw to second base
ended up in center field, allowing
Zack Gelofto score.

Later in the inning, Harris at-
tempted to steal second, drawing a

throw from catcher Matt Thaiss.
Lawrence Butler sprinted home
before Harris was tagged out to
make it 2-0.

Schuemann took Daniel deepin
the fifth. Rooker connected for his
17thhomerin the sixth. Harris add-
ed an RBI single in the inning.

Daniel (1-11) gave up five runs
(four earned) and seven hits with a
walk and three strikeouts in 55 in-
nings.

Notes

Angels third baseman Luis
Rengifo exited with an apparent
right hand injury after a foul ball in
the ninth inning. Rengifo fouled
the ball straight back, then shook
his hand in pain. He was briefly ex-
amined by manager Ron Washing-
ton and a trainer before walking to
the dugout.

Angels third baseman Anthony
Rendon (left hamstring strain) is
scheduled to face live pitching this
weekend. Washington is hopeful he
canreturn next week.

Athletics left-hander Kyle
Muller (left shoulder tendinitis)
threw42 pitchesinarehab start for
triple-A Las Vegas on Tuesday, giv-
ing up two runs in 2% innings with
five strikeouts. He returned to
Oakland on Wednesday and man-
ager Mark Kotsay said they would
discuss how he felt before deter-
mining his next step.

A’s right-handers Ross Strip-

gy o

|

GODOFREDO A. VASQUEZ Associated Press

ANGELS manager Ron Washington pats starter Davis Daniel on the back after removing him in
the sixth inning of Wednesday’s loss to Oakland. Daniel gave up four earned runs on seven hits.

ling (right elbow strain) and Paul
Blackburn (right foot stress reac-
tion) faced hitters in live batting
practice Wednesday.

Kotsay said they would either
face hitters again or begin rehab
assignments.

Roansy Contreras (1-0, 3.82

ERA) makes his second start for
the Angels on Thursday. The A’s
counter with JP Sears (4-7, 5.00),
who has lost four in a row.
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AL SEIB Holocaust Museum L.A.

THE SOBIBOR AR
exhibit projects a 3D
model of the camp.

VEX
helps
museum
tell story

Holocaust Museum
L.As new app
Immerses users in
augmented reality.

By JOSH ROTTENBERG

Holocaust survivor
Harry Davids has dedicated
his life to uncovering the
story of the parents he never
knew.

Born in Nazi-occupied
Holland in 1942, Davids was
just an infant when his par-
ents were deported to the
Sobibor extermination
camp in Poland and mur-
dered. After the war, he was
raised by relatives in South
Africa and spent decades
trying to learn the details of
his family’s history, a task
made more difficult by the
fact that the perpetrators
had dismantled Sobibor af-
terthe war and planted trees
to cover up the site where at
least 170,000 people had been
systematically killed.

“The 10th and final stage
of genocide is denial,”
Davids says. “The Nazis suc-
cessfully got rid of the evi-
dence at Sobibor and several

[See Museum, E6]

‘Beverly
Hills Cop’
sticks to
formula

Eddie Murphy is game
in the franchise’s new
film, but the heat is
gone. Hello, nostalgia.

By GLENN WHIPP

How to make a new “Bev-
erly Hills Cop” movie? It’s a
question that haslongvexed
Hollywood. Brett Ratner
tried for years to crack the
case, though, judging from a
2010 Empire magazine inter-
view, it’s fair to wonder how
much progress he ever
made. “Like, where do we
start?” he wondered.

Like, where, indeed?
Among the obstacles puz-
zling those who attempted
to revive the franchise: Is
Axel retired? Is he in Beverly
Hills? Is he on vacation?
Does  Judge Reinhold
reprise hisrole as Billy Rose-
wood?

In hindsight, this all
seems unnecessarily com-
plicated. From the moment
the Don Simpson/Jerry
Bruckheimer Films light-
ning bolt logo comes on the
screen in Netflix’s “Beverly
Hills Cop: Axel F” (now
streaming), followed by the
wailing sax riff of “The Heat
Is On,” you realize that ev-
eryone involved understood

[See ‘Beverly,” E6]

‘Despicable Me
4’ packs it in
The animated sequel
feels overstuffed at 90
eye-popping minutes,
even as list of talents
involved grows. E3

Comics ......cccovvuenenee E4-5
Puzzles ......cccccevruenene ES5

BoB CAREY Los Angeles Times
IN WRITING “Chinatown,” Robert Towne said, he wanted to create “a crime that was right in front of your face.”

ROBERT TOWNE, 1934 - 2024

[Legendary script doctor

The Oscar winner’s most impactful, enduring screenplay was ‘Chinatown’

By DENNIS McLELLAN

obert Towne, the screenwritingicon who won an Academy
Award for his original script for “Chinatown,” died Mon-
day at his home in Los Angeles. He was 89.

His publicist, Carri McClure, announced the news on

Tuesday.

Inascreenwriting careerlaunched in 1960 as a writer for low-budget
producer-director Roger Corman, Towne earned an early reputation
in Hollywood as a sought-after “script doctor,” stepping in to do un-
credited work on troubled screenplays for movies such as “Bonnie and

Clyde” (1967) and “The Godfather” (1972).

Towne had yet tobecome alegend of the New Hollywood era of film-

Times’ old Sunday magazine.

making when he saw a 1969 photo essay in West, the Los Angeles

Titled “Raymond Chandler’s L.A.,” it featured recently shot photo-
graphs of Los Angeles locales taken as if it were still the late 1930s and

’40s heyday of Chandler’s fictional hard-boiled private eye Philip Mar-

Towne, a Los Angeles native born during

lowe, including an evocative photo of a vintage convertible parked
next to an old streetlight outside Bullocks Wilshire, the landmark Art
Deco luxury department store on Wilshire Boulevard.

[See Towne, E2]

Determined to gaze far beyond their shoes

Diiv ponders its focus
on the outside world,
touring, new LP ‘Frog
in Boiling Water.’

MIKAEL WOOD
POP MUSIC CRITIC

Two days before they’re
due to play the first date ofa
headlining theater tour, the
members of the rock band
Diiv are sitting around a pic-
nic table in the parking lot of
a Burbank rehearsal studio,
reminiscing about the arena
shows they opened for De-
peche Mode last fall.

They talk about the glit-
tery jackets frontman Dave
Gahan wore onstage (only to
slip them off after a few
minutes) and the moves

JASOARMOND Los Angeles Times
“WE’VE committed our lives to this band,” says Diiv’s Colin Caulfield, second
from right, with Zachary Cole Smith, left, Andrew Bailey and Ben Newman.

he’d bust on a catwalk; they
talk about the confidence
they developed by playing in
front of thousands of people
who hadn’t turned up to see
Diiv (but who were open to
being won over by the right
performance).

Also, they talk about
catering. “Man, I miss that,”
guitarist Andrew Bailey says
as though lost in a memory
of endless chafing dishes.

Diiv is going without
many of the borrowed perks
of A-list rock stardom on the
road behind its latest al-
bum, “Frog in Boiling Wa-
ter.” After launching in early
June, the tour stopped at
the Wiltern in Los Angeles —
Diiv’s hometown, more or
less, since three of the four
members moved here from
New York a few years ago —

[See Diiv, E3]
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The screenwriting icon behind ‘Chinatown’ dies

[Towne, from Ei]

the Depression, said in a
2008 Writers Guild Founda-
tion interview that he was
amazed that “you could still
recapture the L.A. that I
vaguely remembered by the
judicious selection of loca-
tions around the city, many
of which I knew.”

“That got me started
thinking.”

Indeed, Towne often ac-
knowledged that the photo
essay was a catalyst for writ-
ing the critically acclaimed,
influential screenplay for
which he is best known:
“Chinatown.”

Directed by Roman Po-
lanski and starring Jack
Nicholson and Faye Dun-
away, the 1974 film classic is
set in 1937 Los Angeles and
features Nicholson as pri-
vate investigator J.J. “Jake”
Gittes, who is hired to inves-
tigate a supposedly cheating
husband but instead finds
himself enmeshed in a dark
mystery involving decep-
tion, murder and a vast wa-
ter and land conspiracy in
the San Fernando Valley.

Towne received rare pub-
lic acknowledgment of his
behind-the-scenes work in
1973 when “Godfather” di-
rector Francis Ford Coppola
accepted a screenwriting
Oscarforthat landmark film
and, “giving credit where
credit is due,” thanked him
for writing “the very beauti-
ful scene between Marlon
[Brando] and Al Pacino in
the garden” a scene
Towne wrote the night be-
fore it was shot that illus-
trates the transfer of power
from the aged Mafia don to
his son Michael and indi-
rectly captures the love be-
tween the two characters.

Two years later, the press
was calling Towne “the
hottest writer in Holly-
wood.”

Bookending his Acade-
my Award-winning script for
“Chinatown” were Oscar
nominations for his screen
adaptation of the novel “The
Last Detail” (1973), starring
Nicholson as one of two Navy
lifers escorting a young pris-
oner to Portsmouth Naval
Prison; and for “Shampoo”
(1975), which he co-wrote
with the film’s producer,
Warren Beatty, who starred
as a womanizing Beverly
Hills hairdresser.

Among Towne’s other
screenwriting credits are
“The Yakuza” (with Paul
Schrader), “The Two Jakes”
(a “Chinatown” sequel),
“Days of Thunder,” “The
Firm” (with David Rabe and
David Rayfiel), “Mission:
Impossible” (with David
Koepp) and “Mission Im-
possible: I1.” As a frequent
script doctor, Towne also did
uncredited work on films
such as “Drive, He Said,”
“The Parallax View,” “Mara-
thon Man,” “The Missouri
Breaks” and “Heaven Can
Wait.”

The tall, bearded and
soft-spoken  screenwriter
who favored slim cigars be-
came a director with the 1982
film “Personal Best,” from
his original screenplay
about two female track
stars. He later directed and
wrote the screenplays for
“Tequila Sunrise,” “Without
Limits” (written with Kenny
Moore) and “Ask the Dust,”
set in Depression-era Los
Angeles.

Towne also co-wrote the
1984 film “Greystoke: The
Legend of Tarzan, Lord of
the Apes,” which was based
on the Edgar Rice Bur-
roughs novel “Tarzan of the
Apes,” a project Towne had

DaMON WINTER Los Angeles Times

ROBERT TOWNE had a “feel for the fine points of plot,” wrote Peter Biskind in “Easy Riders, Raging Bulls.”

been working on for many
years. But Towne, who was
originally slated to direct,
was so unhappy with the fin-
ished film, co-written by
Michael Austin and directed
by Hugh Hudson, that he
had his name replaced in the
credits with a pseudonym:
P.H. Vazak, the name of his
Komondor, a Hungarian
livestock guard dog, who
then went on to share an Os-
car nomination with Austin.

But none of Towne’s
screenplays attained the en-
during stature of “China-
town,” which continues to be
studied by writers and film
school students and is con-
sidered one of the finest
movie scripts ever written.
Based on a vote of its mem-
bers, the Writers Guild of
America ranked “China-
town” at No. 3 in its 2006 list
of the “101 Greatest Screen-
plays,” behind “Casablanca”
and “The Godfather.”

In presenting Towne with
an honorary doctorate of
fine arts degree at the
American Film Institute’s
commencement ceremony
in 2014, Coppola said, “You
have in your script for ‘Chi-
natown’ provided the de
facto blueprint for aspiring
screenwriters, a platonic
ideal of both structure and
style taught as a template
around the world.”

Inthe 2020 book “The Big
Goodbye: Chinatown and
the Last Years of Holly-
wood,” author Sam Wasson
revealed that one of Holly-
wood’s best-known script
doctors received uncredited
help himself: For more than
40 years, Towne paid Ed-
ward Taylor, a longtime
close friend, to help him with
his scripts, including “Chi-
natown.”

Taylor, who was Towne’s
literature- and theater-lov-
ing roommate at Pomona
College and later taught so-
ciology and statistics at
USC, began secretly work-
ingwith Towne on his scripts
inthe mid-1960s and, accord-
ing to the book, apparently
had no problem with re-

MARK J. TERRILL Associated Press

“CHINATOWN” assistant director Hawk Koch, from left, producer Robert Evans
and Towne at 30th-anniversary screening of “Chinatown” in 2004 in Beverly Hills.

Paramount Classics

ACTOR Colin Farrell, right, receives direction from Towne in “Ask the Dust,” for
which Towne also wrote the screenplay. The story was set in Depression-era L.A.

maining anonymous.
Towne, Wasson wrote, con-
tinued to consult with Tay-
lorin person or by phone un-
til Taylor’s death in 2013.
Towne, who was not in-
terviewed for the booK,
made a veiled public ac-
knowledgment of his secret
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collaborator in an introduc-
tory essay for a 1983 limited
edition of the “Chinatown”
screenplay: While writing
“the heart” of the script on
Catalina Island in the fall of
1972, Towne received peri-
odic visits from his friend
Taylor, whom he described
as having been his Jiminy
Cricket, Mpycroft Holmes
and Edmund Wilson since
their college days.

Born Robert Burton
Schwartz in Los Angeles on
Nov. 23, 1934, Towne was 2
when his family moved to
San Pedro, where his father
bought a women’s apparel
store called the Towne
Smart Shop. It wasn’t long
before Lou Schwartz was be-
ing called Mr. Towne.

“I think he liked that,”
Towne said of his father, who
later became a successful
real estate developer, in the
Writers Guild Foundation
interview. “By the time my
brother [Roger] was born,
he had legally changed his
name.” (Roger Towne later
co-wrote the screenplay for
the 1984 film “The Natural.”)

The family later moved to
Rolling Hills on the Palos
Verdes Peninsula and then
to Brentwood.

At Pomona College in
Claremont in the 1950s,
Towne studied philosophy.
He also took a creative writ-
ing class in which one of his
short stories, based on a re-
cent stint working on a com-
mercial tuna-fishing boat,
“got everybody’s attention,”
herecalled.

While in college, Towne
considered becoming a jour-

nalist. But by the late 1950s,
Towne, who served a stint in
the Army, was in Hollywood
taking an acting class
taught by blacklisted actor
Jeff Corey, whose students
included James Coburn,
Sally Kellerman and Rich-
ard Chamberlain. Another
student was Nicholson, who
became Towne’s close
friend.

“My training as a writer
really came from seven years
of improvising in that class,
and coming to have a feeling
for what was effective dra-
matically, what was effective
in terms of dialogue and just
what people could and
couldn’t say to be effective,”
Towne recalled.

His first professional
break came when another
student in the class, Cor-
man, who as a quickie film
producer and director was
there to learn more about
the creative process of ac-
tors, offered him a chance to
write. “It was tough making
a living writing for Roger,”
Towne said, “but at least he
gave me a start.”

Towne’s first screenwrit-
ing credit was for Corman’s
“Last Woman on Earth,” a
1960 science fiction film in
which Towne played one of
the three starring roles
under the name Edward
Wain. Under the same name,
he alsowas one of the stars of
Corman’s “Creature From
the Haunted Sea” (1961). For
Corman, he also wrote the
screen adaptation of the
Edgar Allan Poe short story
“The Tomb of Ligeia” (1964),
starring Vincent Price.

In addition to his movie
work, Towne wrote for televi-
sion in the 1960s, including
“The Man From U.N.C.L.E,”
“The Outer Limits,” “The
Lloyd Bridges Show” and
“The Richard Boone Show.”
Much later in life, he was a
consulting producer on the
popular television drama
“Mad Men.”

Towne’s screenwriting
career began its upswing
when Beatty, the star and
producer of “Bonnie and
Clyde,” and the film’s direc-
tor, Arthur Penn, needed
help with a script written by
David Newman and Robert
Benton. For his contrib-
utions, Towne was listed in
the acclaimed hit film’s cred-
its as “creative consultant.”

As a screenwriter, Towne
is described by Peter
Biskind in his bestselling
book on the New Hollywood
era, “Easy Riders, Raging
Bulls,” as being “unusually
literate” in “a town full of
dropouts, where few read
books.”

“He had a real feel for the
fine points of plot, the nu-
ances of dialogue, had the
ability to explain and con-
textualize film in the body of
Western drama and litera-
ture,” wrote Biskind.

“He had this ability, in ev-
ery page he wrote and re-
wrote, to leave a sense of
moisture onthe page, asifhe
just breathed on it in some
way,” producer Gerald Ayres
told Biskind. “There was al-
ways something that jostled
your sensibilities, that made
the reading of the page not
just a perception of plot, but
the feeling that something
accidental and true to the
life of a human being had

happened there.”
In writing “Chinatown,”
with its plot revolving

around a high-level water
and real estate conspiracy,
Towne was inspired by el-
ements of the controversial
history of the Los Angeles
Aqueduct that brought wa-
ter from the Owens Valley in
the eastern Sierra Nevada
down to L.A. earlier in the
century.

“Everything about it
[‘Chinatown’] was an at-
tempt to take an existing
genre and imbue it with
things from life,” Towne told
The Times in 2004. “Not to
do an exotic movie about
Maltese falcons and jewel-
encrusted birds, but to take
a crime that was right in
front of your face, that wasas
basic as water and power.
And a detective who was not
a tarnished knight like Phil-
ip Marlowe, but kind of a
sleazy, charming, dapper
guy who would only take [di-
vorce] cases because they
made him the most money.”

Before the filming of
“Chinatown” began in 1973,
Towne and Polanski argued
constantly during the many
weeks they spent condens-
ing and revising Towne’s
lengthy screenplay.

Their biggest battle was
over the ending.

Towne wanted Evelyn
Mulwray (Dunaway), the
widow of the murdered chief
engineer of the Department
of Water and Power, to kill
her father, the rich and ruth-
lessly powerful Noah Cross
(John Huston), who had
raped her as a teenager and
was the father of her young
daughter, whom she was de-
termined to keep away from
him.

But Polanski, whose
pregnant actress-wife Shar-
on Tate had been murdered
by members of the Manson
family in 1969, had some-
thing far more chilling in
mind: He wanted Evelyn to
die at the end and her
daughter to fall into the
hands of her father — evil tri-
umphant.

The director had his way,
and the film comes to its
memorably shocking con-
clusion as Evelyn attempts
to flee with her daughterina
car on a street in Chinatown.

A critically acclaimed
box-office hit, “Chinatown”
received 11 Academy Award
nominations, including best
picture, director, actor and
actress.

And as Towne, the film’s
only Oscar winner, told The
Times in 1999, he had since
come to agree that Polanski
“wasright about the end.”

In 1997, Towne received
the Screen Laurel Award,
the Writers Guild of Ameri-
ca’s highest award for
screenwriting, whichis given
in recognition of a writer’s
body of work.

Towne had a daughter,
Katharine, with his first wife,
Julie Payne (the daughter of
actors John Payne and Anne
Shirley); the marriage
ended in divorce. He also
had a daughter, Chiara, with
his second wife, Luisa Gaule.

McLellan is a former Times
staff writer.
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‘Despicable Me 4 swirls with overplotted mania

‘White Lotus’ creator
Mike White, Will
Ferrell join the mix
on animated sequel.

BY GARY GOLDSTEIN

“Despicable Me 4” should
come with a subtitle: “The
Kitchen Sink.” That’s be-
cause this latest installment
of Illumination’s mega-
grossing animated franchise
jams in a grab-bag of phys-
ical and visual gags and any-
thing-goes action, plus a
barrage of narrative dead
ends, subplots and charac-
ters, as it strains to fill its 90
or so minutes of eye-pop-
ping, brain-draining may-
hem.

Despite a few chuckles,
some capable voice work
and plenty of splashy color, it
proves a largely empty and
exhaustingride.

It’s doubtful that the av-
erage viewer — initiated or
new to the series — will be
able to recount a fully coher-
ent summary of the film’s
whirling-dervish plot,
penned by Ken Daurio (a
writer on all the “Despica-
ble” entries) and Mike White
(“The White Lotus”). The
convoluted story won’t stop
families from lining up for
this one, but be forewarned.

Said plot involves “Despi-
cable” series star Gru
(voiced by Steve Carell),

that lovably hapless, curi-
ously accented supervillain-
turned-hero (he of the ovoid
head and woodpecker-like
nose), who’s forced into a
sort of witness protection
program after running afoul
ofhis old childhood nemesis,
the uber-evil Maxime Le Mal
(Will Ferrell).

Le Mal, a eurotrashy
Frenchman with an equally
wicked and flamboyant girl-
friend (an underused Sofia
Vergara), has vowed revenge
against Gru and his family,
50 steps must be taken. Al-
though the origin story for
theirlongtime feud is sure to
go over the heads of any
small fries in attendance, it’s
hardly the stuff of do-or-die
wars. But whatever.

Gru’s Anti-Villain League
(AVL) boss, Silas Ramsbot-
tom (Steve Coogan), whose
own head resembles a mal-
leable eggplant, sets up Gru
and his family — plucky wife
Lucy (Kristen Wiig), also an
AVL agent; trio of adopted
young daughters and feisty
baby son — in the idyllic
town of Mayflower under as-
sumed identities. Gru be-
comes a solar panel sales-
man named Chet Cunning-
ham. Lucy now must go by
“Blanche” and, despite zero
tonsorial talent, work as a
hairstylist (a labored story
segue with little payoff).

There are neighbors:
super-snooty, swoop-jawed
car dealer Perry (Stephen
Colbert), his socialite wife,

Illumination / Universal Pictures

GRU, his baby son and Minions watch teen evildoer-in-training Poppy Prescott.

Patsy (Chloe Fineman), and
their teen daughter, Poppy
(Joey King). The latter, an
evildoer-in-training, quickly
susses out Gru’s true iden-
tity and blackmails him into
a dicey heist at Gru and Le
Mal’s alma mater, the im-
posing Lycée Pas Bon, ahigh
schoolforvillains. The result
is another haywire set piece
and the theft of an erratic
honey badger.

What else? Well, Le Mal
can turn himselfinto a giant,
ultra-destructive cockroach
because why not? Gru’s two
youngest daughters join a
karate class led by an inex-
plicably hostile sensei (Brad
Abelson). Oh, and Gru ends
up over his head in a tennis
game with Perry and his

country club friends but
eventually shows them all
who’s boss — to no great
avail.

There’s a Kkidnapping
(not the first in this series); a
school principal in a wheel-
chair that transforms into a
kind of monster truck; and a
death-defying (read: conse-
quence-free) climactic bat-
tle that feels Looney Tunes-
ridiculous even for a movie
like this.

Much more is stuffed into
the proceedings, including
the franchise’s famed Min-
ions, those yellow, gibberish-
babbling, capsule-shaped
little pranksters (all voiced
by their co-creator, Pierre
Coffin), who largely exist to
assist Gru. Yet they’re used

here more as a chaotic diver-
sion than any vital plot pro-
peller.

While Coogan’s Rams-
bottominjects five of the cre-
atures with a serum that af-
fords them a nutty array of
superhero-like powers, the
rest of the Minions are stuck
at Gru’s house where they’re
continually at odds with a
vending machine. Whatever
their purpose in “4,” they re-
main yappy, annoying and
rambunctious — even if the
mighty, so-called Mega Min-
ions can now (ineptly) deci-
mate a city.

Directed by Illumination
veteran Chris Renaud (the
first two “Despicable Me”
films, “The Lorax” and both
“Secret Life of Pets” movies

‘Despicable
Me 4°

Rated: PG, for action and
rude humor

Running time: 1 hour,

34 minutes

Playing: In wide release

are all his), one can’t fault
the movie’s speedy pace.
The picture may be weary-
ing, but it’s rarely boring.
(Patrick Delage is credited
as co-director.)

On the music front,
Heitor Pereira returns to
provide the film’s effective,
at times eclectic score. Phar-
rell Williams’ past “Despica-
ble” themes are reprised,
plus Williams wrote and per-
forms the catchy new origi-
nal song “Double Life.”
There are also several fun
needle drops and a lively,
late-breaking use of Tears
for Fears’ “Everybody Wants
to Rule the World.”

A tremendous amount of
craft, talent, resources and,
no doubt, affection goes into
a film like this, all of which
can’t be overlooked. Onejust
wishes the final product
evolved the seriesinto some-
thing smarter and more di-
mensional and offered per-
haps a timelier, more mean-
ingful message for family au-
diences. Well, there’s always
“Despicable Me 5.”

DELOS

For Maria Garcia,
story is personal

The host of the
podcast ‘Mi Divo’
takes Juan Gabriel’s
narrative to heart.

BY ANDREA FLORES

Asaqueerwomanbornin
Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, jour-
nalist Maria Garcia always
felt drawn to Juan Gabriel.

“It feels like his legacy
provides me with the cluesto
figure out this tension inside
of me between these two
identities,” Garcia said of
the legendary Mexican sing-
er and songwriter. That ten-
sionis explored in “Mi Divo,”
a new Apple TV+ podcast
hosted and executive pro-
duced by Garcia, in which
she uses Gabriel’s story as a
guidinglight for her own per-
sonal reconciliation with
generational family trauma
and heridentity.

The eight-part series —
Apple TV+’s first dual-lan-
guage podcast — premiered
on Monday, with the first
two episodes available for
nonsubscribers. New epi-
sodes of “Mi Divo” are re-
leased weekly.

The podcast delves into
Gabriel’s flamboyant per-
sonality, which ruffled
against the Mexican patri-
archy and often prompted
media speculation over his
sexuality. One example in-
cluded in “Mi Divo” is Gabri-
el’s now-infamous 2002 in-

terview with “Primer
Impacto” reporter Fer-
nando del Rineén, who asks
whether the singeris gay.

“They say that what you
see, you need not ask,” Ga-
briel responds curtly. De-
spite the constant probing,
he never came out to the
public. Garcia points out
that he also never outright
denied being queer, and
would often challenge the
questions presented alto-
gether.

“But Juan Gabriel on-
stage? Honey, that was
queer exuberance,” Garcia
said.

At the height of his ca-
reer, el Divo de Judrez would
don purple fringed suits,
bright pink vests and silky
suits.

“In its most potent, au-
thentic, liberated way, Juan
Gabriel onstage was truly
free,” she added.

The youngest of 10 chil-
dren, Gabriel — his real
name was Alberto Aguilera
Valadez — was born in
Paracuaro, Michoacan.
When he was a young child,
his mother moved the family
to Ciudad Juarez after her
husband was interned at a
psychiatric hospital. She
would eventually surrender
Gabrieltoalocal orphanage.

In a 1999 profile with The
Times, Gabriel said that his
first memory was of being
abandoned by his mother.

“You don’t know the word
for ‘abandon’ at that age,”
Gabriel told former Times

Photo illustration by HELEN QUACH De Los; photos by ETHAN MILLER Getty Images and MATT SAYLES AP

reporter Alisa Valdes-Rodri-
guez. “But you know what is
happening. You know you
want to be with your mother,
and she is not there.”

Gabriel would harness
his vocal gift and his ability
to distill emotions core to
the human condition into
songs that have stood the
test of time. Gabriel sold
more than 100 million al-
bums over his decades-long
career, capturing the hearts
of audiences on both sides of
the border and of all types of
sexual orientation with
songs like “Asi Fue,” “No
Tengo Dinero” and “La
Farsante.”

Valdes-Rodriguez says it
was his “poignancy that is at
an intersection of love and
pain” that differentiated
“‘JuanGa” from the rest.

“When you think about
someone raised in an or-
phanage, abandoned, who
rises to that level, that’s an
exceptional soul, right?” He
extended that strength to
everyone and everything
around him,” said Valdes-
Rodriguez. “He saw the
beauty in forgotten places
and in the forgotten people.”

Gabriel eventually re-
united with his mother, buy-
ing her a house soon after
achieving fame. She served

as the inspiration behind
“Amor Eterno,” the mourn-
ful ballad that has since be-
come a staple of funerals.

“I don’t think he was in
denial or unaware of what
happened to him,” said
Valdes-Rodriguez. “It’s that
he was able to forgive and
love at alevel that most of us
can only aspire to.”

Garcia says Gabriel’'s
ability to forgive his mother
despite the abandonment
helped her cope with her
own familial trauma. Like
Gabriel, Garcia’s own
mother was abandoned —
she was forced to marry
someone she did not know

and was subjected to sexual
abuse. As the podcast re-
veals, Gabriel was also the
victim of such abuse.

“I saw both the pain and
theresilience and the beauty
of his healing, and I saw it in
my mom. It was just a really
cathartic moment,” Garcia
said.

“Mi Divo” is intended to
be a space of healing, Garcia
says. By exploring the trage-
dies and triumphs sur-
rounding the singer’s life,
she’s been able to find com-
fort, peace and a sense of be-
longing. Her own narrative
is as central to the story as
Gabriel’s.

It’s a creative decision
that was also taken in “Any-
thing for Selena,” a podcast
series that examines the cul-
tural significance of slain Te-
jano legend Selena Quin-
tanilla. “Anything for Se-
lena” — produced through
Futuro Media and Boston’s
National Public Radio affili-
ate, WBUR — was named
Apple Podcasts’ show of the
yearin 2021

Garcia says she decided
to “show her cards” to thelis-
tener by becoming part of
the story on both series.

“To not include [my own
narrative] is dishonesty
from my part as a journalist
to the audience,” Garcia
said. “I value radical trans-
parency more than objectiv-
ity because objectivity
doesn’t exist.”

And why focus on el Divo
de Judrez this time around?”
Because listeners began
clamoring for it.

“After I finished [‘Any-
thing for Selena’], it felt like
providence, it felt like the
universe [was manifesting
it], because there were so
many people on social
media who started messag-
ing me, ‘So, is Juan Gabriel
next?”

A shoegaze band to believe in

[Diiv, from Ei]
last week.

Yet the musicians, all in
their mid to late 30s, seem no
less eager to be out playing
their new songs; indeed,
they say the music reflects
the fact that “we’ve commit-
ted ourlives tothisband,” as
bassist Colin Caulfield puts
it, even minus the kind of
“long-term infrastructure”
that might appeal to people
their age. Adds Caulfield,
wryly: “No one’s matching
our401(k).”

Diiv’s determination is
warranted. Easily the most
impressive of the group’s
four LPs, “Frog in Boiling
Water” is probably also the
best rock record released so
far this year: a dense and
luxurious set of hooky post-
shoegaze guitar jams that
evokes a dream-pop Nir-
vana.

With their layers of fuzz
and their trippy yet propul-
sive grooves, songs like
“Brown Paper Bag” and
“Raining on Your Pillow” fit
easily into the shoegaze re-
vival that’s taken off lately
on TikTok and introduced
bands from the 1980s and
’90s such as My Bloody
Valentine and Slowdive —

noisy but sensitive types
known for staring down at
their effects pedals — to a
new generation of young
fans. Yet Diiv pairs those im-
mersive textures with song-
writing much sturdier than
what youwll find on, say,
Spotify’s popular Shoegaze
Now playlist.

“When it comes to music
in this genre, there’s a lot of
trying to emulate what’s
come before,” says Jasamine
White-Gluz of the Montreal
band No Joy, which has
toured with Diiv.

“Soyou’re kind of just do-
ing a ‘Loveless’ or doing a
‘Souvlaki’ — trying to fit in
the box of what shoegaze is,”
she adds, referring to the
seminal albums by MBV and
Slowdive, respectively. “Diiv
doesn’t dothat —they’ve got
their own sound. They’re in
the box, but they’re making
the box bigger.”

Part of what distin-
guishes “Frog in Boiling Wa-
ter” is the political thrust of
singer Zachary Cole Smith’s
lyrics, which ponder the bru-
tality of late-stage capi-
talism and the deceptions of
the military-industrial com-
plex — ideas he says he was
drawn to after he and his

wife brought their first child
into the world about a year
ago. (That his words about
“rotating villains profit[ing]
off suffering” are intelligi-
ble at all represents some-
thing of a break from a lot of
shoegaze music, in which vo-
cals serve as just one more
instrumental component.)

“I think the record has a
sense of hope,” Smith says,
“despite all the evidence
that we’re heading toward
total f—ing collapse.”

Optimistic or not, the al-
bum’s focus on the outside
world represents Smith’s ef-
fort to move beyond the per-
sonal demons that long de-
fined Diiv. In 2013, Smith was
arrested in New York with
his then-girlfriend, singer
Sky Ferreira, on suspicion of
possession of heroin; he ex-
haustively detailed his expe-
riences with addiction and
recovery on Diiv’s 2016 “Isthe
Is Are” and 2019 “Deceiver.”
Of the latter, Smith says his
hope was that it “took the
trash out a little bit, so that
now we can talk about other
things in our music.”

Yet a recent review of
“Frog in Boiling Water” in
Pitchfork made him wonder
if he’s attained that leeway.

JASON ARMOND Los Angeles Times

“I THINK the record has a sense of hope,” Zachary
Cole Smith says of Diiv’s LP “Frog in Boiling Water.”

In a thread on X that went
indie-rock viral, Smith wrote
about seeing his music “met
with an unwillingness to ac-
cept me as the person I've
worked so diligently the last
eight years to become”; he
alsolamented that hisband-
mates — Diiv’s fourth mem-
ber is drummer Ben New-
man — are “still at the mercy
of a public tendency to root
discussion of our band
around a past that they per-
sonally suffered from as
well.” (The review, which
was positive, opened with a
mention of Smith’s arrest.)
“These events in my life, I
don’t get to decide when
people stop talking about
them,” Smith says. “But not
including the rest of the

story or where it led me, I
think that’s a damaging
mind-set for people in sobri-
ety. It makes me sad to think
about somebody who’s ex-
periencing addiction seeing
that and being like, ‘Damn,
I'm just always going to be
this destructive force,”” he
says. “People can change —
profoundly.”

One effect of Smith’s
change is a democratizing of
Diiv’s creative process. Dur-
ingthe band’s early days, the
music was unquestionably a
product of Smith’s vision, a
situation he looks back at
with complicated feelings.

“In my active addiction, I
was selfish and ego-drivenin
areally unsustainable way,”
he admits; recovery led him

to “want to retreat from a
leadership role” and invite
more participation from his
bandmates ala Sonic Youth,
to name one touchstone act
with more than one person
in a controlling role.

“I think that choice to
open it up to being every-
one’s band is what made
the record great,” says Chris
Coady, who produced “Frog
in Boiling Water” and who’s
known for his work with TV
on the Radio and the Yeah
Yeah Yeahs.

“As a producer, it was a
bit of a nightmare,” he adds
with alaugh, explaining that
getting everyone to agree on
every decision meant that
the sessions at his studio in
L.A. weren’t brief. “But all
four of them are good at all
Kkinds of stuff, and this al-
lowed them to come to-
getherin such a coolway.”

That shared investment
in Diiv — and in the belief
that together, its members
have hit a new artistic peak
with “Frog in Boiling Water”
— has buoyed the group af-
ter along stretch of turmoil,
even at a moment when
making a living as a musi-
cian feels more precarious to
many thanit hasin decades.

“All our eggs are in this
basket,” Smith says as he
heads back into rehearsal.
“It’s scary — and thrilling.”
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Solutions to Wednesday’s puzzles

Complete the grid so each row, column and 3-by-3 or 2-by-3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9
(or 1 to 6 for the smaller grid). For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

KENKEN

Every box will contain a number; numbers depend on the size of the grid. For a 6x6
puzzle, use Nos. 1-6. Do not repeat a number in any row or column. The numbers in each
heavily outlined set of squares must combine to produce the target number found in the
top left corner of the cage using the mathematical operation indicated. A number can be
repeated within a cage as long as it is not in the same row or column.
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HOROSCOPE

By HOoLIDAY MATHIS

Aries (March 21-April 19):
You’ll be in a position to
speak to a problem while it’s
small and easier to remedy.

Taurus (April 20-May
20): It’s better to have a new
and different experience
than to do something com-
fortable but ultimately for-
gettable.

Gemini (May 21-June 21):
Don’t drive yourselftoo hard
or you’ll only rebel against
yourselflater.

Cancer (June 22-July 22):
You're a genius at steering
interactions in a positive
way and keeping the good
vibes flowing.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22):
Tonight offers the chance to
fix one small problem that
will in turn fix or prevent
many others in the days to
come.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
It behooves you to get into
construction mode as soon
as possible. If you can’t build

it today, what small step can
you make today with the in-
tent to bring it to life?

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23):
The mind and heart have
their own agenda. It will sync
up nicely today, and this is
nothing to take for granted.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov.21):
Nothing about you needs to
change, except maybe your
location. When you’re in the
right spot, everything falls in
line and makes sense.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21): You don’t have to
spend a lot of money to get
what you want, but you will
have to spend some. Choose
quick and keep working.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan.
19): Every emotion has
something to teach you.
Anger can motivate, jeal-
ousy can teach you your own
values. Love opens up the
world.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb.
18): When you share good
news, you find out who your
real supporters are. The
ones who cannot immedi-

ately love and celebrate your
success are probably not
true supporters.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March
20): There’s only one thing
that will show you what is
really up, and of course
that’s doing the thing. You
may not feel ready, but
you’re ready-ish, and that’s
ready enough.

Today’s birthday (July
4): You're focused on others
and you’ll quest for the thriv-
ing of your people, commu-
nity and world. It’s fulfilling
and you’ll make a difference
over and over. In the process
you’ll stumble onto happi-
ness more often than not.
Other highlights: A proud
funding, celebrating dear re-
lationships and three items
checked from the bucketlist.
Virgo and Gemini adore you.
Your lucky numbers: 7, 13, 2,
28 and 15.

Mathis writes her column
for Creators Syndicate Inc.
The horoscope should be
read for entertainment.
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ACROSS

1 Cronies

5 Bird in the National
Audubon Society logo

10 Above, in Augsburg

14 With 43-Down,
“M*A*S*H” star

15 Writer Mary who
specializes in popular
science

16 Party with glow sticks

17 Hatha to Ashtanga?

19 Change the locks?

20 “I said ENOUGH!”

21 Insta, X, TikToK, etc.,
informally

23 Runs smoothly

25 Wilson of Heart

26 TMZ subject

29 Stuffed teddies that
look like a green Jedi
master?

34 Anxious feeling

36 Headlight part

37 Toe bean locale

38 Play things

39 In flight

41 Mother of Clytemnestra

42 Storefront sign abbr.

43 Java spot

44 “Yeah, there is a
resemblance there”

46 Tex-Mex snack
that improves the
performance of an
Alpine singer?

49 Anaheim team, to fans

50 Condition often treated
with ERP

51 Flower at the center of
a financial bubble in the
1630s

53 Marshy habitat

57 Artificial surface sports
injury

61 “lol 2 funny”

62 Dice toss style named
after a “Hamlet” jester?

64 Dollar alternative

65 Moved stealthily

66 _ Spunkmeyer
cookies

67 Chaotic situation

68 Mournful verse

69 Unit that might be
edited or spliced

DOWN

1 Is worth it

2 Tons

3 Italian lake

4 Stir-fry ingredient
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T 2 [3 |
14
17
20
23

2 |27 |28
34
38
42
45 47

50
53 |54
61
64
67

5 Overthrow, e.g.

6 Fall apart, as plans

7 Operated

8 Heart charts, for
short

9 James of “The White
Lotus”

10 Like Boo Boo and
Smokey

11 Slapstick prop

12 Not good at all

13 Gym count

18 Gives the cold shoulder
to

22 Semi areas

24 One-person project

26 Like an easy job

27 First calendario page

28 “Bring it on!”

30 Dict. entry

31 Start to matter?

32 Sirius business

33 Whacks

35 It’s right there on the
map!

40 NCAA champion
swimmer Thomas

41 Jump ahead of

43 See 14-Across

45 Dodge

47 Mercedes luxury line

48 Trip

52 Like the number eight,
in China

53 “Kapow!”

54 Icicle holder

55 Big Board abbr.

56 Woody of “Toy Story,”
for one

58 Reusable shopping
bag

59 Lena of “The Reader”

60 “Anyone __ ?”

63 Regret
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BRIDGE

BY FRANK STEWART

“Refrigerators  should
have glass doors,” said Cy
the Cynic. “Then I wouldn’t
have to stand there planning
my next move with the door
open, letting the cold out.”

Cyisn’t great at planning
as declarer: He tends to
adopt the first line of play he
sees. At 3NT, Cy ducked
West’s king of spades and
won the next spade as East
threw a heart. Cy next led a
diamond to dummy’s jack.

East took the queen and
led aheart. The Cynicwonin
dummy and took the A-K of
diamonds, hoping for a 3-3
break, but when West
showed out, Cy won only
eight tricks.

Cy’s 3NT was as cold as
anicebox. At Trick Three Cy
gets an extrachancebylead-

ing a club to dummy’s nine.
East wins and leads a heart,
and Cy wins in dummy,
cashes the ace of clubs, re-
turns aheart to hishand and
takestheking of clubs. When
West’s queen falls, Cy has
three clubs, three hearts,
two diamonds and a spade.
If the clubs didn’t lie well,
Cy could finesse in dia-
monds and get home with
good luck, or he might well
end-play East in diamonds.
Youhold:48632vAQ6
¢ AKJ2 & A9.Thedealer, at
your right, opens one club.
You double, and your part-
ner responds (“advances”)
one heart. What do you say?
Answer: Your partner
could have nothing — or as
many as nine points. Game
is possible. You shouldn’t
raise the hearts with only
three-card support. Bid
INT, showing 18 or 19 points.

Your double promised sup-
port for the other suits, so
partner can suggest a differ-
ent contract.

South dealer
E-W vulnerable

NORTH

48632

vAQ6

¢ AKJ2

sA9
WEST EAST
AaKQJ94 a5
vJ542 v 1087
*8 ¢Q10973
%053 %J874

SOUTH

aA107

v K93

¢ 654

«K1062
SOUTH  WEST NORTH  EAST
Pass Pass le Pass
1INT Pass 3NT All Pass

Opening lead — & K
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ASKING ERIC

Editor’s note: Amy Dick-
inson has retired her Ask
Amy column. R. Eric Thom-
as will be giving out advice
inanew syndicated column.

Dear Erie: I'm a self-pub-
lished fiction author. I'm
really struggling with jeal-
ousy and despair. Every time
I see a published book or
step into a bookstore, I feel
this wave of sadness. I'm try-
ing to get my books out
there, get whatever reviews I
can, and promote myself on
social media but it feels im-
possible.

A friend just told me she
won’t try out a new author
unless they have thousands
of good reviews on Amazon
or GoodReads. My last book
got about 20 good reviews af-
ter weeks of hustling. How
do I keep going? How can I
redirect my thoughts when
the jealousy/despair hits?

EXHAUSTED AUTHOR

Dear Author: I worry
you're tracking your
achievements using some-
one else’s yardstick. You've
published a book. At some
point in the past, that was
the goal. So, you have al-
ready achieved one metric of
success. Of course, we all
harbor dreams of acclaim,
but those dreams are so
rarely right-sized. Do you
want to be a famous author
or do you want to be an au-
thor who isreaching readers
who appreciate you?

This is a career field

where jealousy waits around
every corner, but other peo-
ple’s success doesn’t take
anything away from us.
You’re not in competition
with other authors, you're in
competition with your own
expectations. Ask yourself:
If you got thousands of re-
views, would that feel like
enough? You are already
enough so let’s reframe your
goals to help you feel that
more often.

Your friend is entitled to
her own selection process
but thousands of reviews is
an unrealistic number. To
get that, any author, needs
the support of dozens, if not
hundreds of people em-
ployed by the big publishing
houses. Meanwhile, you
worked your tail off and got
those 20 reviews on your
own. That’s huge!

If there’s an author
whose career you want to
emulate, reach out to them
tofind out the nuts and bolts
ofhow they got to where they
are. As writer Freddie De-
Boer recently pointed out in
an issue of his Substack
newsletter titled “Publish-
ing Is Designed to Make
Most Authors Feel Like Los-
ers Even While the Industry
Makes Money,” “writing is
also an intensely personal
endeavor, and so rejection
by the various apparatchiks
who decide who’s in and
who’s out can feel especially
cruel.” Have a good think
about whose approval you
want (hopefully your own)

and what you’re trying to
achieve.

Lastly, I can’t say enough
about building relationships
with independent booksell-
ers and librarians. Get to
know the ones in your area.
Even if you’re exclusively
publishing e-books, these
pros can help you under-
stand the decision-making
that leads readers to books,
and eventually to those on-
line review sites.

Dear Eric: I am in my
mid-60s. Sometimes when I
meet people I haven’t seen
for along time, say from col-
lege, I hear “you haven't
changed a bit.” Back then I
had shoulder length hair.
Today, I'm bald and what
hair I have left is cut very
short. How do I respond to
such nonsense while main-
taining a good attitude
toward them?
HAIR YESTERDAY,
GoNE TODAY

Dear Hair: I understand
your sentiment as a fellow
member of the shaved head
club (it’s cheaper! It’s cooler!
But oh the sunburns!). Still,
you should take the compli-
ment in the spirit it’s given.
Of course you’ve changed
physically, but maybe your
energy is the same. If the
mood suits say, “Oh, I've
changed —Igot evenbetter.”

Email questions to R. Eric
Thomas at eric@asking
eric.com.
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“Fourth of July is a holiday
’cause that’s the day fireworks
were invented.”
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“Just what do you intend to do with
that wagon?”

BLISS By Harry Bliss
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“Hodgman is carrying 30 times his body
weight. What's your problem?”
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Hollywood Bowl’s rideshare plan a

A triangle-shaped lot
across from the venue
makes drop-offs and
pickups faster, easier.

By AbAM TSCHORN

Being at the Hollywood
Bowl to see a show is a mag-
ical experience. Getting
there? Not so much, thanks
to streets that get so clogged
with traffic that it some-
times feels like every single
one ofthe 17,000 peoplefilling
the storied venue to capacity
is behind the wheel of their
own car inching slowly up
Highland Avenue.

Years ago, in an effort to
make sure we got to the Bowl
on time — reliably, every
time — with a minimum
amount of stress, my wife
and I abandoned the idea
of driving ourselves and
parking on-site (a logistical
nightmare) or taking one of
the several shuttle buses
from afar (an extra step that
some swear by but that re-
quires the patience of a
saint), in favor of taking a
rideshare, building in an ex-
tra hour and wearing com-
fortable shoes.

Once the traffic inching
up Highland toward the

MYUNG J. CHUN Los Angeles Times

FANS pack Hollywood Bowl to see Kool & the Gang in 2021. Then, a rideshare to
and from venue was a lesson in patience and perseverance. Now? Quick and easy.

Bowl slowed from a crawl to
a near-complete standstill
— which it absolutely always
did with at least a quarter
mile left to go — we’d disem-
bark and make the rest of
the way on foot.

On the return, we’d try to
beat the congestion and de-
mand by hoofing it all the
way down to Hollywood
Boulevard before hailing a

ride home. Neither of us par-
ticularly relished adding a
mile-long walk to the end of
the night, but the trade-off
was avoiding the worst of
the inevitable rideshare
chaos.

Last time we went,
though, things were differ-
ent. Instead of heading up
Highland and straight into
the inevitable sea of Bowl-

bound traffic, our driver
took a circuitous route
through the hills, emerged
onto Cahuenga Boulevard
and headed south.

Sensing what seemed to
be an epic blunder that
would take us directly into
the maw of vehicular misad-
venture, we exchanged nerv-
ous glances in the back seat
and checked our watches.

Then he did something
wholly unexpected. Instead
of continuing south straight
toward the Bowl, he crossed
over the Hollywood Freeway
(via Pilgrimage Bridge),
then headed south, taking
the graceful arc of a right
turn onto Odin Street. A few
minutes later, we found our-
selves disgorged onto a tri-
angular patch of land across
Highland from the Bowl’s
entrance, which we could
easily access via a pedestri-
an underpass.

After the show (James
Taylor is still Killin’ it in con-
cert, BTW), instead of slog-
ging a mile down Highland
to call a car, we just retraced
our steps back through the
pedestrian tunnel to the
magical triangle where
fleets of recently hailed
Ubers, Lyfts and the occa-
sional Alto arrived — also
via Odin — and slotted into
numbered rows to make it
easiertolocate a driver.

Within about 15 minutes
(lightspeed in Bowl terms),
we were onboard, waved
into a Highland southbound
lane and on our way home. It
was a game-changing, Bowl-
going rideshare experience
that shaved a good two
hours and a 1.25-mile hike off
our transit time.

That triangular space

game changer

used to be the Bowl’s Park-
ing Lot C, and its conversion
into a streamlined rideshare
hub was quietly announced
on the venue’s website in
mid-March — along with
plans to dedicate part of Lot
B (the stacked-parking lot
adjacent to the venue) to
mass transit.

According to a repre-
sentative of the L.A. Philhar-
monic, which manages the
Bowl, the venue averages
about 1,000 rideshare cars
per night.

The new setup, which
went into effect when the
season Kicked off April 11
(with the Jimmy Buffett
tribute concert “Keep the
Party Going”), resulted in
cutting 350 of the venue’s
1,700 available stacked-
parking spots.

Although that was cer-
tainly bad news for anyone
trying to snag one of those
remaining 1,350 spots, I can
tell you from firsthand expe-
rience that for the rideshare
crowd, it’s game-changing
good news.

The Hollywood Bowl
rideshare hub Lot C is at
6655 Odin St. Information
on additional transporta-
tion options, including shut-
tle buses and on-site park-
ing, can be found at holly
woodbowl.com.

App brings history into present

[Museum, from FEi]
other camps.”

Now, thanks to a ground-
breaking collaboration be-
tween Hollywood and Holo-
caust Museum Los Angeles,
this lost history has been
been reimagined with 21st
century technology. The old-
est Holocaust museum in
the U.S., Holocaust Museum
L.A. has teamed up with the
technology studio Magno-
pus, led by visual effects art-
ists Craig Barron and Ben
Grossmann — who earned
Oscars for 2008’s “The Curi-
ous Case of Benjamin But-
ton” and 201’s “Hugo,” re-
spectively — to create a new
educational app that uses
augmented reality to bring
Sobibor to virtual life.

The Sobibor AR exhibit,
available for free download
in Apple’s app store, allows
users to interact with a 3D
model of Sobibor, with actor
Ben Feldman serving as a
holographic guide providing
historical context and en-
couraging deeper explo-
ration of the camp’s layout
and daily life. The app cen-
ters on the story of Polish
survivor Thomas Blatt, who
escaped from Sobibor dur-
ing a famous 1943 uprising
and created a detailed map
from memory, including key
locations such as the bar-
racks, guard towers, gas
chambers and mass graves.

The museum, which was
founded in 1961 by a group of
Holocaust survivors, houses
a physical model of Sobibor
based on Blatt’s map. But
Davids, who frequently
speaks to young people
about what happened to his
family and the millions of
other victims of the Holo-
caust, saysthe app allows for
a more immersive experi-
ence.

“The glass that covers
the original model is taken
away and you sort of become
part of the exhibit yourself,”

he says.

For the museum, which
has already experimented
with virtual reality
technology in its exhibits,
the app represents a new
way to engage younger gen-
erations in the history of the
Holocaust. The museum has
created an accompanying
guide for educators and,
since the soft launch of the
app last year, says it has
trained 123 teacherstouseit,
reaching more than 150,000
students.

“We know we’re at the
point now where young peo-
ple, when they come to the
museum, think, ‘Oh, this is
ancient history,” says Holo-
caust Museum L.A. Chief
Executive Beth Kean. “We
have to get their attention
the minute they walk off the
bus and make sure they
understand why they’re
here. We need to make this
history relevant and acces-
sible to them and teach it to
them on a level that they
understand.”

In 2019, the museum be-
gan partnering with the
“cross-experience” com-
pany Magnopus to develop
the app, leveraging artifacts
and photos in its collection
along with its physical mod-
el of the Sobibor camp.

“Most of us here at
Magnopus work in the film
industry in some capacity
and we tell fantasy stories,”
says Barron, the company’s
creative director, who has
done VFX work on such
films as “Raiders of the Lost
Ark,” “Batman Returns”
and “Titanic.” “This was an
opportunity to tell a real-life
true story. Thomas Blatt’s
map was basically a witness
to his experiences that we
could add value to and bring
forward beyond the walls of
aphysical museum.”

For everyone involved, it
was critically important
that the app be firmly

grounded in firsthand his-
torical documents and arti-
facts. “The ethos of our mu-
seum is that we believe that
primary sources and sur-
vivor testimony are crucial
to Holocaust education and
fostering empathetic re-
sponses to history,” says Jor-
danna Gessler, Holocaust
Museum L.A.’s chief impact
officer. “The Sobibor model
felt like the perfect object to
launch this initiative around
because it embodies so
much of this history and
what this institution be-
lievesin.”

In its research for the
project, the team at Magno-
pus pored over primary
sources, including home
movies of Blatt visiting the
Sobibor site, Nuremberg tri-
al testimonies and a photo
album left behind by the
camp’s commandant. Blatt
himselfdied in 2015 at age 88,
but his daughter helped give
input to the project.

“It all starts with a script
— you know, it is Hollywood
— and we go back and forth
with the museum and look
at it foraccuracy,” says Vince
Beggs, museum experience
specialist at Magnopus, who
has worked on hundreds of
museum exhibits and pro-
grams. “If we deliver the
wrong information, we’re go-
ing to fail. We spent a lot of
time on: What’s the story? A
lot of people have memories
of being at Sobibor and
we’ve seen those published,
but thisis specifically Thom-
as’ perspective.”

While Magnopus has an
array of eye-popping virtual
reality and AR tools at its
disposal, including some de-
veloped in collaboration
with Epic Games, the goal
was always to approach the
app as an educational tool
rather than a piece of gee-
whiz tech. “Anything that
felt like a computer game, we
stepped away from,” says

TAMARA LEIGH Holocaust Museum L.A.

VISITORS take in Holocaust Mluseum L.A.’s physical model of the Sobibor camp.

AL SEIB Holocaust Museum L.A.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE Beth Kean watches student
interns use the museum’s new app on an iPad.

Barron. “We had to treat the
subject matter with utmost
respect and not try to make
it theatrical. The fact that
prisoners escaped is a com-
pelling enough story, so we
just had to depict it as accu-
rately as possible.”

For Holocaust Museum
L.A., which is -currently
closed as it undergoes an
expansion that will double
its footprint in Pan Pacific
Park, the app offers a way to
continue its mission at a

time of rising antisemitism
fueled by ongoing conflict
over the war in Gaza. Ac-
cording to an audit con-
ducted by the Anti-Defama-
tion League, antisemitic in-
cidents in XK-12 schools
jumped 135% in 2023 over the
prioryear. “When you look at
what we’re facing, the stat-
istics are horrific,” says
Kean.

Against that backdrop,
Magnopusis exploring other
ways it can collaborate with

the museum on cutting-
edge educational tools, in-
cluding an app in which
users would enter the pages
of a Nazi children’s propa-
ganda book to learn about
how German youth were in-
doctrinated with  anti-
semitism. “Reaching out to
subvert children is hideous,
but it’s something that we
have to not turn away from
but rather delve into and
share with others.”

Having spoken about the
Holocaust to thousands of
young people over the years,
Davids is encouraged by the
fact that future generations
will have new ways to engage
with this tragic chapter of
history.

“It’s very heartening for
people like me to know that
these new techniques come
along that will foster this ed-
ucation,” says Davids, a pho-
tograph of whose mother is
included in the app. “We
don’t simply learn about his-
tory — welearn from it. After
people like me are gone,
somebody has to speak for
us. Who speaks forus? What-
ever is left, whatever can be
preserved.”

Warm nostalgia
in Axel’s return

[‘Beverly,” from Ei]

the assignment. The solu-
tion to creating a new “Bev-
erly Hills Cop” movie was to
simply make the first one all
over again.

“Beverly Hills Cop” came
out 40 years ago, an anniver-
sary that will alarm the seg-
ment of moviegoers who re-
member seeing it in thea-
ters, and perhaps astound
some just now realizing that
Murphy was only 23 when he
made it. The movie topped
the box office 13 weeks run-
ning, selling 67 million tick-
ets and, adjusted for infla-
tion, still stands as the high-
est-grossing R-rated film of
all-time. Coming on the
heels of his work on “Sat-
urday Night Live,” “48 Hrs.”
and “Trading Places,” it cer-
tified Murphy as a movie
star.

You had to be there. And
if you weren’t (but especially
if you were), “Beverly Hills
Cop: Axel F” has been de-
signed to function as a care-
fully calibrated time mach-
ine to take you back to the

days when synth pop ruled
the airwaves, you could disa-
ble a car by putting abanana
inits tailpipe and a suite at a
swanky Beverly Hills hotel
went for $235 a night. (The
price, we learn in “Axel F,”
has gone up considerably.)

The formula for making a
“Beverly Hills Cop” movie
goes like this: You start in
Detroit, Axel’s hometown,
and spend a good chunk of
time and money on a chase
involving cars and trucks
and, in the case of “Axel F,” a
snow plow. Axel is operating
outside the police rule book,
and when this opening scene
is over, after a great deal of
mayhem and destruction,
his shouting boss lets him
know that this time, he has
really gone too far. And he’d
better not do anything like
that ever again! (This time
it’s Paul Reiser reading him
theriot act.)

But the reprimand
doesn’t really register be-
cause Axel wasright. He’s al-
waysright. In fact, he’snever
more right than when every-
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JOHN ASHTON, from left, Eddie Murphy and Judge
Reinhold are back in director Mark Molloy’s “Beverly
Hills Cop: Axel F,” the franchise’s fourth film.

one tells him he’s wrong.
That’s part of the charac-
ter’s appeal.

Then something hap-
pens that necessitates a trip
to L.A,, specifically the 90210.
In “Axel F,” it’s a call from
Billy Rosewood (Judge
Reinhold), still lovable and
now in danger because he’s
close to learning the truth
about a police cover-up. And
Billy’s not the only one in
peril. Axel’s estranged
daughter, Jane (Taylour
Paige), is entangled in this
mess too, thanks to her job
as a criminal defense attor-
ney.

Stakes established, Axel
heads to Beverly Hills, where
he shrewdly talks his way
out oftrouble, shares a scene
with Bronson Pinchot’s ex-
cessively accented Serge,

‘Beverly Hills
Cop: Axel F’

Rated: R, for language
throughout, violence and
brief drug use

Running time: 1 hour,

55 minutes

Playing: Streaming on
Netflix

teaches the local authorities
a thing or two about police
work and, on occasion, dem-
onstrates a sly understand-
ing of racial relations in
America. (Told not to reach
for his ID by a police officer
in “Axel F,” Axel replies, “I’'ve
been a cop for 30 years. I've
been Black a whole lot long-

er. Trust me. I know better.”)

Then there’s a final show-
down, showcasing the need
to remove your sunglasses
while operating a subma-
chine gun, a little more bop-
ping around to Harold Fal-
termeyer’s synth-pop ditty
“Axel F,” the equivalent of a
group hug between Murphy,
Reinhold and John Ashton
(returning as Det. Taggart,
Billy’s partner and cranky
BFF) and roll credits.

You might not remember
this, but the first “Beverly
Hills Cop” movie earned an
Oscar nomination for origi-
nal screenplay. Were voters
aware that Murphy impro-
vised most of his dialogue to
the point that his co-stars
could not Kkeep from
breaking? Maybe this was a
hat tip. Murphy was that
good.

You also might not know
that there was a third “Bev-
erly Hills Cop” movie, the
1994 entry Murphy has
called “garbage.” One of the
best lines in “Axel F” comes
when Joseph Gordon-Lev-
itt, a newcomer to the fran-
chise playing a Beverly Hills
police detective, leafs
through Axel’s file and says,
“And then, ’94. Not your
finest hour.” The first two
movies, along with “Axel F,”
are streaming on Netflix.
The third is not.

Promoting “Axel F,” di-
rector Mark Molloy is adver-
tising the fact that he gave
Murphy free rein to impro-
vise. (Three writers — Will
Beall, Tom Gormican and
Kevin Etten — share screen-
play credit. Props to who-
ever came up with the “not
your finest hour” line.) Mur-
phy is effective, even if the
tone has shifted from a
brash swagger to nostalgic
cheer. The heat is gone.

But you knew that. Mur-
phy is content to act his age,
and the movie spends some
time focusing on Axel’s at-
tempts to reconnect with his
daughter, a woman as head-
strong as her father. And it’s
hard to validate feelings
when they’re drowned out
by machine gun fire.

While it’s easy to view
“Axel F” as a calculated cash
grab, it’s clear that Murphy
possesses an affection for
the title character. From the
get-go, Murphy’s portrayal
hinged on Axel’s ability to
warmly connect with every-
one he meets. Even the vil-
lains like him. As Axel drives
his blue Chevy Nova through
the streets of Detroit during
the new film’s opening cred-
its, the city’s residents smile
and wave (and sometimes
flip him off) when he cruises
by. They’re happy to see him.
And so are we.



