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, Torles have forfeited their right to rule.
Labour has earned the right to serve
ELECTIONDAY: WHY WE ARE BACKING KEIR STARMER
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they’ve given up

Conservatives predicted to crash to all-time low with loss of up to 259 seats
in today’s election - as PM is forced to downplay own minister effectively
conceding to Labour ‘landslide on a scale never ever seen in country before’

ARCHIE MITCHELLAND  to only 82 seats. The Techne predicted the number of seats.
ALICJA HAGOPIAN survey puts Labour on course The worst outcome put the
—— X XXX X XXX X {or a 272-seat majority with Sir  Tories on course to drop below
Rishi Sunak will lead the Keir Starmer’s party winning 100, while the best saw them
Tories to their worst result in 461 seats. On the day when a winning 126. This would far
history, according to a major close ally of Mr Sunak exceed the defeat John Major
poll for The Independent that conceded Labourwillwinina  suffered in 1997, when the
suggests the party will hold on  record landslide, four polls Tories retained only 165 seats.
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Editorials

Labour has earned the right
to serve our country

A little over 14 years ago, the new prime minister of the
Conservative-dominated coalition government, David Cameron,
declared on the steps of 10 Downing Street that he would



“provide this country with the strong, the stable, the good and
decent government that ... we need so badly”.

The past decade and a half has not been one of uninterrupted
failures, lies, sleaze and division - but life under the
Conservatives has certainly not lived up to the expectations
raised at the time of the last four general elections and five
prime ministers. The public is familiar with the arguments and
lived through these turbulent, divisive, epochal years. Their
minds are made up.

The polls suggest — and ministers concede - the British people
are about to pass judgement on the whole of the Tories’ time in
office. Rishi Sunak, who has only been fully in charge since
October 2022, would prefer it if people focused more on his
time and the choice he presents to them about the future. No
doubt they will weigh his performance in the balance, flawed as
it is, but the verdict is going to be negative — and the
punishment for failure, harsh. Exactly Zow harsh is really the
only thing that remains uncertain.

The Conservatives are right to plead that they have, in the latter
period of their rule, had to face up to the challenges of Brexit
(albeit that was a calamity visited on the nation principally by
themselves), a once-in-a-century pandemic and a twin energy
and security crisis triggered by Vladimir Putin’s invasion of
Ukraine. Those events drove debt and taxes far higher than they
would otherwise have been.

But, as the years dragged on, the party became less and less able
to respond competently to the problems it faced, culminating in
the disastrous Liz Truss mini-Budget and the totemically useless
Rwanda asylum plan, something Mr Sunak inexplicably turned
into a personal crusade. The pointless hardships of the “all in
this together” austerity years, the Windrush scandal, the PPE
scams, Partygate, the honeytraps, the “bad people” sex scandals,
the election betting affair, and countless other instances of
sleaze added to an impression that the party was out of touch,
over-entitled and, in some instances, hypocritical and corrupt.



Absurd phantasmagorical creatures such as Sir Jacob Rees-
Mogg, Mark Francois, Matt Hancock (and his paramour Gina
Coladangelo), Suella Braverman, Jonathan Gullis, Lee Anderson,
Neil “tractor porn” Parish, Nadine Dorries and Dominic
Cummings flitted through our national consciousness, as if in a
nightmare. Even now — some already departed, most of the rest
soon to get their P45s - they are enough to make any floating
voter shudder. The Tory party is exhausted, and the electorate is
exhausted by them.

Labour was shrewd to use the Tory party’s long record in office
during this election campaign, because the voters, or at least the
remaining ones sympathetic to the Conservative cause, needed
reminding about what went wrong, who was responsible — and
who played the price. Theresa May and Mr Cameron mistimed
and misjudged parliament and the electorate over Brexit.

Boris Johnson was the most mendacious premier of all time, and
purged his divided party of its liberal, pro-European elements,
leaving it badly unbalanced and mesmerised by Nigel Farage -
while Ms Truss was the most reckless PM of the modern age.

Mr Sunak had a toxic legacy. It was probably asking too much for
him to reverse his party’s failings, and he made his own mistakes
in any case. When the music stopped, he was unfortunate
enough to be the one carrying the electoral baby.

The Independent has, unusually, endorsed Labour at this
election, because the case for change is simply too compelling to
ignore — and Sir Keir Starmer and his team is the only alternative
administration on offer. The Tories have forfeited their right to
rule, and too often abused their power. Labour, so strenuously
rebuilt and repositioned after the debacle of the Corbyn years,
has earned its right to serve.

No doubt Sir Keir will promise something like what Mr
Cameron promised in 2010 about strength, stability, and good
and decent government. He too should be held to his word, and
he will certainly have the parliamentary majority to get things
done - restoring public services, growing the economy,
strengthening the UK’s defences.



[t 1s to Sir Keir’s credit that he has managed to turn the Labour
Party from a toxic and unelectable presence, to one of promise
and achievement. We only hope he will now do the same with
UK Inc.

Want your views to be included in T/e Independent Daily Edition
letters page? Email us by tapping here letters@independent.co.uk.
Please include your address
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Bombshell poll forecasts the
Tories will win only 82 seats
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Even those close to Rishi Sunak warn he could lose in his own constituency of Richmond and
Northallerton (This Morning/ITV)

, :

ARCHIE MITCHELL
ALICJA HAGOPIAN

Rishi Sunak will lead the Conservatives to their worst election
result in history, with a major poll for The Independent
suggesting that the party will hold on to just 82 seats. The
Techne survey, released on the eve of the general election, put
Labour on course for a 272-seat majority, with Sir Keir Starmer
winning 461 seats.



After a day of Tory infighting over the potential outcome of the
election, with one of Mr Sunak’s closest allies conceding that
Labour will win in a record-breaking landslide, four polls
predicted how many seats each party would gain.

While there was a range of results, the worst outcome put the
Tories on course to drop below 100 seats, while the best-case
scenario saw them winning just 126. This would far exceed the
defeat faced by John Major in 1997, when the number of
Conservative seats fell to 165.

All outcomes would beat the Tories’ worst election result in
history, which came in 1906 when the party won just 156 seats
and Arthur Balfour, who had quit as prime minister a month
earlier, lost in his own constituency.

Three major parties could see historic highs and lows

Most MRPs predict Tories will win below their 1906-level of seats, while Labour is on
the verge of beating Tony Blair's high in 1997.

B Techne ] YouGov Survation Focaldata

418: Highest number of
seats won by a party in
history (Labour, 1997)
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156: Lowest number of

Tory seats won in
nistory (1906)

62: Highest number of
Lib Dem/third party
seats won (2005)
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Labour Conservative Lib Dem

Amalgamation of latest MRP predictions from Techne, YouGov, Survation and Focaldata. Latest polls in week before
the election. Polling dates range over 19 June - 2nd July,
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Chart: Alicja Hagopian - Source: Techne/YouGov/Survation/Focaldata

The unprecedented drubbing predicted in today’s election
marks an incredible fall from grace for the party, which won 365
seats just five years ago under Boris Johnson. Even members of
Mr Sunak’s inner circle have warned that he could lose in his
constituency of Richmond and Northallerton, one of the safest
Tory seats in the country.

The Techne poll for The Independent forecast that Sir Keir would
become prime minister with 461 seats, the Conservatives would



come second with 82, and the Liberal Democrats third with 55.
Meanwhile, it suggested that Nigel Farage’s Reform UK would
win seven seats, including Clacton in Essex where Mr Farage is
standing.

The bombshell survey came as the prime minister was forced to
insist he was still “fighting hard for every vote” after cabinet
minister Mel Stride said Britain was heading for “the largest
Labour landslide this country has ever seen”. Meanwhile, former
home secretary Suella Braverman declared the race over, urging
the party to “prepare for the reality and frustration of
opposition”.

Average of MRP seat predictions before election

Predicted MRP
seats: Techne YouGov Survation MorelnCommon Average:
Labour 461 431 484 430 450
Conservative 82 102 64 126 96
29 72 61 22 29

19 18 10 16 16

! 3 ! . 4

3 2 3 1 2

23 22 21 4 19

As walls crumbled around the Conservatives, Sir Keir remained
cautious, denying that a Labour landslide was inevitable and
telling voters: “I say, if you want change, you have to vote for it.”
But after weeks of Labour sitting 20 points or more ahead of the
Conservatives in the opinion polls, the slew of surveys
suggested that Mr Sunak would lead his party to a crushing
defeat.

A poll by More in Common predicted that the party would win
just 126 seats, with Labour on a total of 430. It also indicated
that the chancellor, Jeremy Hunt, defence secretary Grant
Shapps, and veterans minister Johnny Mercer are all on course
to be ousted by their constituents.



Keir Starmer is on course to win an even bigger majority than
Tony Blair achieved in 1997 (PA)

Speaking to Times Radio yesterday, work and pensions secretary
Mr Stride made the extraordinary concession: “I totally accept
that where the polls are at the moment means that tomorrow is
likely to see the largest Labour landslide majority this country
has ever seen — much bigger than 1997.”

But brushing off the doom and gloom, Mr Sunak told ITV’s This
Morning: “We just saw some analysis which showed that just
130,000 people can make the difference in this election. So,
everyone watching who thinks, ‘Oh, this is all a foregone
conclusion’ - it’s not.”

The eve of the election also saw the publication of a poll by
Focaldata suggesting that the Conservatives would retain just
108 seats, with Labour storming to power on 444. And YouGov’s
final survey of the general election projected that Labour would
win 431 seats, with the Conservative Party suffering its worst
ever result with just 102.



Among those set to lose their seats is chancellor Jeremy
Hunt, polls suggest (PA)

Mr Sunak will be hoping that a last-minute intervention by Mr
Johnson will be enough to stem some of the losses. At a rally for
the Tory faithful on Tuesday night, the former prime minister
made his first in-person appearance on the campaign trail.
Warning against a “Labour sledgehammer majority ... pregnant
with horrors”, Mr Johnson urged Tory activists to fight for every
possible vote in the remaining hours of the campaign.

But former chancellor George Osborne said Mr Johnson’s
intervention had made him wonder “what was the point of
changing leaders in the first place”.

The senior Tory said on his Political Thinking podcast that the
party would descend into chaos after the results were counted
tomorrow. He said: “Tory discipline - which is fraying, to put it
mildly - will completely collapse on the night,” adding: “All hell
is going to break out in the Tory party in the early hours of
Friday morning.”



Suella Braverman says the election is over and has called on
her party to prepare for opposition (Getty)

Mr Osborne said that Labour, by contrast, will see discipline
become even stronger. “There’s not going to be anyone who
wants to say anything that is going to damage their chances of
being in Keir Starmer’s cabinet,” he added.

After the last day of campaigning, Mr Sunak said he has a “clear
conscience” in relation to the work he has done as prime
minister.

He said: “In terms of how I do this job, I work as hard as I can, I
do what I believe is right for the country. That ‘clear conscience
is the softest pillow’, as my father-in-law says. As long as I can
look |at| myself in the mirror and know that I am working as
hard as I can, doing what I believe is right for the country, that is
how I get through, and that is what I believe I am doing.”

Want your views to be included in The Independent Daily Edition
letters page? Email us by tapping here letters@independent.co.uk.
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Working the field: Lib Dem leader Ed Davey gestures from a JCB tractor yesterday (PA Wire)

Tractor-driving Davey vows to knock down blue wall

Liberal Democrat leader Sir Ed Davey vowed to knock down the
Conservatives’ blue wall as he embarked on his latest general
election campaign stunt — driving a large yellow tractor on a visit
to Chippenham in Wiltshire.

Sir Ed did circuits of a field in a JCB tractor alongside
parliamentary candidate Sarah Gibson and said afterwards:
“We’ve talked about the blue wall in the home counties, we’ve
talked about the blue wall in the West Country and this is the



blue wall across rural Britain. And the yellow tractor is coming
forit.”

Sir Ed said driving the tractor highlighted his party’s
commitment to agricultural communities and farming, and that
the Lib Dems were the challengers to the Tories in rural Britain.

PA

Starmer does not see the UK rejoining the EU in his lifetime

Sir Keir Starmer said he does not see the UK rejoining the
European single market or customs union in his lifetime. The
Labour leader said he has been “clear” that he believes the UK
can get a better Brexit deal, but added there would be no return
to freedom of movement.

Sir Keir, who voted Remain, previously ruled out the UK
returning to the European Union, and a senior shadow cabinet
minster, Jonathan Reynolds, has confirmed the party would not
“reopen the wounds of the past”.

Asked if there would be any circumstances where the UK would
rejoin the single market or the customs union within his
lifetime, Sir Keir replied: “No, I don’t think that that is going to
happen.” He added: “I’ve been really clear about not rejoining
the EU, the single market, or the customs union, or returning to
freedom of movement.

“Ive been equally clear that I do think we can get a better deal
than the botched deal we got under Boris Johnson - on the

trading front, on research and development, and on security.”
PA

The Sun says it’s ‘time for a change’ as it backs Labour

Labour has received the backing of T7/e Sun at the general
election, as the newspaper insisted: “It is time for a change”. The
tabloid said it believes the Conservatives, over the past 14 years,
have become a “divided rabble, more interested in fighting
themselves than running the country”.



[t added the Tories “are exhausted” as it switched its
endorsement to Sir Keir Starmer and Labour. The newspaper,
which has a record of backing the party which then wins the
most seats, added: “He has a mountain to climb, with a
disillusioned electorate and low approval ratings. But, by
dragging his party back to the centre ground of British politics
for the first time since Tony Blair was in No10, Sir Keir has won
the right to take charge.” PA

Green MPs would push Labour to be ‘braver and bolder’

Green MPs would push a potential Labour government to be
“braver and bolder” if elected, the party’s co-leader, Carla
Denyer, has said on the final day before general election polls
open. Carla Denyer, speaking while canvassing in the Bristol
Central constituency she is targeting, said the Greens hoped to
return four MPs after voting today.

Denyer told PA: “The Conservatives are clearly on their way out
of government. More than 100 polls have predicted Labour
winning a large majority, so the Tories are toast.

“The voters’ choice here in Bristol Central and in hundreds of
constituencies across the country is do you want a Labour
government with a huge majority, writing them a blank cheque
to continue U-turning on policies as they’ve been doing before
they’ve got into power, and with their only serious opposition
coming from the right of politics? Or do you want a Labour
government with a handful of Green MPs there to hold them to
account and push them to be a bit braver and bolder?” PA

Want your views to be included in The Independent Daily Edition
letters page? Email us by tapping here letters@independent.co.uk.
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Rishi the Robot has failure
down to a fine (body) art
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Support act: Rishi Sunak waits h|s turn as Britain’s ‘most tattooed mum’ chats on ITV’s ‘This
Morning’ (Photos by Ken McKay/ITV/Shutterstock)

RYAN COOGAN

Oh, Rishi. We’ve all been there, waiting for the results of an
exam we know we flubbed, or the rejection email for a job where
we accidentally called the interviewer “mum?”, or the voters to
consign us to the dustbin of history after leading our party to
electoral ruin. It would be so easy to feel sorry for you - if it
wasn’t for, you know, the Horrors.



He’s had a rough road, but it’s not like he’s done himself any
favours. It seems like every day we’re gifted with a brand-new
blunder or awkward moment from the PM, each more
cringeworthy and baffling than the last.

[’m not suggesting that Sunak is trying to throw the election, but
if he was trying to throw the election, I'm not sure how his
strategy would differ from what he’s been doing for the past six

weeks. Maybe he thinks that if he bombs hard enough, he’ll be
able to score a few pity votes.

How else do you explain incidents like his appearance on 7/is
Morning yesterday, when he found himself taking a back seat to
Becky Holt, aka Britain’s “most tattooed mum”? The prime
minister — the most powerful man in Britain, mind you - sat
awkwardly in the background while hosts Ben Shephard and Cat
Deeley quizzed the bikini-clad Holt on her choice of body art,
which included a very frank discussion about the pitfalls of
genital tattooing. Rule Britannia, Britannia rule the waves...

When they finally got around to interviewing the PM, they
asked him what his favourite meal was, to which he responded:
“Well, my favourite meal generally is sandwiches. You know, I'm
a big sandwich person.”

|

The prime minister talks to Becky Holt in the studio

People like to take politicians for granted, but we forget that
they often have rich inner lives, just like the rest of us. It’s
moments like this that really humanise them, you know?



[ know politicians try to avoid courting controversy this close to
an election, but I feel like he could have got away with being a
bit more specific here. Was he worried that saying “tuna
mayonnaise” would lose him the egg-and-cress vote? Maybe his
mind just completely blanked and he forgot that ham exists?

[ wonder what his favourite activities are? Probably walking and
breathing, I suspect. Maybe when he’s feeling really cheeky, he
treats himself to a couple of blinks (don’t tell the wife though).

People accuse Sunak of being out of touch - but remember
when he was chancellor and, while trying to pay for the petrol
he’d put into the small, affordable car he’d borrowed for a
Budget day photocall, he revealed by his clueless actions that he
had no idea how contactless payment worked?

Or when, launching his Eat Out to Help Out scheme, he invited
the cameras to film him serving food at a Wagamama restaurant,
like a normal kind of working-class guy, and got the orders

wrong — and forgot to wear a Covid mask? Or that time he tried

to look cool in front of schoolchildren, telling them he was a
“total Coke addict™?

We forget that, as a keen technocrat, Rishi is also robotic - but I
feel like a robot could be programmed to answer basic, human
questions. But favourite meals? That’s a level of difficulty that
Tory scientists have clearly failed to crack.

His This Morning appearance felt like a fitting send-off not only
for this seemingly never-ending election cycle and seemingly
never-ending government — but also for Sunak himseli.

He hasn’t even been kicked out of Downing Street yet, and he
was the second most interesting thing in that TV studio. But,
once the electorate has spoken and the removal vans have
whisked his belongings out of Downing Street tomorrow
morning, every morning will be T/is Morning for Sunak. He will
sit in green rooms waiting to play the supporting act to people
who have either succeeded, or at least failed in more interesting
ways than he did.



Rishi isn’t even the Ringo of the former Tory prime minister
Beatles. David Cameron and Theresa May have maintained
more of the legitimacy of their office. Boris Johnson has more
charisma, in a mad, one-eyed street preacher sort of way. Even
Liz Truss had a more spectacular blow-up than the whimper
Sunak is about to experience.

Given that line-up from the past 14 years, Rishi is barely Pete
Best. He’s the “I like sandwiches” of people. He’s the guy who
was technically prime minister, but who now is just barely there.

[f he wants to make himself stand out a bit, maybe he should get
a tattoo.

Want your views to be included in The Independent Daily Edition
letters page? Email us by tapping here letters@independent.co.uk.
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Could the Tories actually
come third in the election?
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Work and pensions secretary Mel Stride has said Labour is likely to win ‘the largest majority any
party has ever achieved’ (Photos PA)

SEAN O'GRADY

Even when the situation is hopeless, the leaders of a doomed
party in a general election usually try to show a brave face. They
have set phrases to rely on in such difficult circumstances. “The
only poll that matters is the one on polling day.” “All to play for.”
“Lots of undecideds out there.” “That’s not what we’re hearing.”
“It’s too early to say, let’s see what the results are.”



Indeed, that has been the pattern this year, too — until now. In
effect conceding defeat, and a heavy one at that, top Tories are
now asking voters to back them to provide a strong opposition to
the expected Labour landslide, or “supermajority”, as they’re
calling it. That, translated, means don’t vote for Reform UK or
the Liberal Democrats, as well as not voting for Labour. It is a
transparent effort to rally the wavering Tories, and/or a hint that
Labour voters needn’t turn out.

Grant Shapps was the first to get this chatter going about a week
ago, and now Mel Stride, a close ally of Rishi Sunak, is claiming
that the scale of the Labour majority in the Commons will
exceed that of New Labour in 1997, or the National Government
in 1931. Everyone agrees that this election will be “historic” -
but how “historic” and record-breaking it will be remains to be
seen.

As always with Britain’s idiosyncratic voting system, it’s (almost)
a matter of how well the parties are doing not in absolute terms,
but in relation to their rivals. “Lead” is the thing, and everything
is relative, as Einstein never quite said...

Will Labour’s majority be the largest in history?

Probably not — but near enough. Stride cited the unique example
of 1931 - held in the middle of a financial crisis, when a new,
cross-party National Government was asking for a “doctor’s
mandate” to deal with it. The majority for all the groups
supporting the government then was 493, after they won a
massive 554 seats out of 615 in the Commons. That’s rather
more than even the best recent poll showing for Labour.



The likelihood is that Labour will achieve its own largest ever
majority and the second largest overall

That said, Keir Starmer does have a good chance of beating the
majorities of Tony Blair in 1997 (179), Margaret Thatcher in 1983
(144), Clement Attlee in 1945 (146), and Henry Campbell-
Bannerman in 1906 (140). So, most likely, it will be the second
largest ever, and the largest ever for Labour.

What will Labour’s popular mandate look like?

Surprisingly weak. If, say, Starmer wins 39 per cent of the vote,
that will be less than Blair won in 1997 and 2001, less than
Wilson in 1964, Attlee in 1945, or even what Jeremy Corbyn
achieved when he lost in 2017. On a turnout of, say, 65 per cent,
that will translate into just 25 per cent of the total electorate.
That’s actually a little worse than, say, David Cameron in 2015,
Theresa May’s minority administration in 2017, or either of
Wilson’s narrow wins in 1974; but better, on this metric, than
Blair in 2001 or 2005.

Why does such a routine vote for Labour translate into such a
dominant position in the House of Commons?

Britain doesn’t have a system of proportional representation,
and the combination of first-past-the-post and territorial
constituencies tends to exaggerate swings in opinion, rewarding
parties with “efficient” vote distribution. Thus Reform, with
about 10 to 20 per cent of the vote almost everywhere but very
few places where they will get more than that, will end up with



only a few MPs. The Lib Dems, on far fewer votes, are more
targeted, and will get 50 plus.

The British system also starts to go haywire when the traditional
two-party set-up breaks down - and arguably, Britain now has a
five-party set-up, not including the nationalists in Scotland and
Wiales. Then things get very disproportionate or “unfair”.

We had similarly bizarre situations in the 1980s, when the SDP-
Liberal Alliance split the centre/left vote and rewarded
Thatcher’s Tories with huge majorities on a fairly mediocre vote.
Similarly random outcomes arose in the 1920s, when Labour
began to eclipse the Liberals.

ROY Jenkins, Dr David Owen, William Rodgers and Shirley
Williams, founding members of the SDP, pictured in March
1981. They later formed an alliance with the Liberals

Because of a strong showing for the Greens, Reform UK, and, to
a lesser degree, the Liberal Democrats, the 2024 election will
probably see the lowest combined vote for the two main parties
ever (say 60 to 65 per cent vs 75.7 per cent in 2019 and 82.4 per
cent in 2017).

[t’s the gap between the two major parties that matters. With a
Labour lead of around 20 percentage points (roughly a 2:1 ratio),
no winning party has had such an advantage, with the single
exception of the National Government in 1931. The same goes
for the swing from 2019 — which is likely to be the biggest ever,



with a concomitant collapse in the Tory vote and the scale of
tactical voting.

What about the Tories?

They are quite possibly looking at their worst result ever in a
general election, or leastways since the passage of the Great
Reform Act of 1832. The Commons benchmarks are the 165
MPs (out of 659) elected in 1997, and the 157 (out of 670)
secured by AJ Balfour in 1906. In terms of share of the vote, the
19 to 23 per cent that most polls point to is easily their worst
ever. The previous nadir was 31.5 per cent in 1997.

In terms of any principal opposition party’s strength, there’s a
strong chance that Sunak will still manage to exceed Labour’s
pitiful 52 members elected in 1931; if the Conservatives are in
that sort of territory, then they’ll probably be coming third and
ceding the title of “official opposition” to the Liberal Democrats.
In that case, Ed Davey will find himself the first Liberal leader of
the opposition since 1906.

Want your views to be included in T/he Independent Daily Edition
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Help my father, son of jailed
media mogul tells Labour
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British citizen and China critic Jimmy Lai, 76, is facing a life sentence (AFP/Getty)

ALEXANDER BUTLER

The son of a jailed British citizen detained by China has urged a
Labour government to help release his father amid fears he
could die in prison.

Sebastien Lai, son of media mogul Jimmy Lai, said Labour must
petition Hong Kong to secure the release of his 76-year-old
father if the party takes power after today’s election. Jimmy Lai,



a lifelong opponent of the Chinese Communist Party, is facing a
life sentence under charges described as politically motivated
after being locked up for three years.

Sebastien Lai told T/e Independent: “My hope is that my father
gets out of jail before it is too late. In order for that to happen, a
Labour government must increase pressure on Hong Kong,
otherwise he may well die in jail. I don’t think Labour or the
Conservatives want my father to die in jail, but it is now a matter
of time. It has been three and a half years and at his age it could
happen at any time.”

Jimmy Lai was the founder of Hong

Y THE INDEPENDENT FREEDOM CAMPAIGN

SPECIAL REPORT

Kong’s tabloid newspaper Apple Daily,

— En w11
/ O(flf%??;eegﬁal which was highly critical of the
E hfm .!lmmy,,,!fl Chinese Communist Party for over the

UK passport holder faces life in jail for publishing ‘seditious’

i ial in his now-closed Apple Daily newspaper, in charges 2 S 2 2
—  mmanwemecsese  tWO decades it was printed. His trial,

a ‘politically motivated prosecution’ and demand Lai is released

which has been delayed for a year, is
set to last for about 80 days. He is one
of more than 250 activists, lawmakers

and protesters detained under the

national security law and sedition

In December 2023, The charges. Jimmy Lai was charged with
Independent demanded £ o hina’ : |
Jimmy Lai’s release our offences under China’s nationa

security law, one of which included lighting a candle in
commemoration of the Tiananmen Square massacre of 1989.

In December last year, UK foreign secretary David Cameron
urged Chinese authorities to end the prosecution of Jimmy and
called for his release. Lord Cameron said: “As a prominent and
outspoken journalist and publisher, Jimmy Lai has been targeted
in a clear attempt to stop the peaceful exercise of his rights to
freedom of expression and association. I urge the Chinese
authorities to repeal the national security law and end the
prosecution of all individuals charged under it. I call on the
Hong Kong authorities to end their prosecution and release
Jimmy Lai.”

In April, shadow foreign secretary David Lammy said Labour
would adopt an approach that “simultaneously challenges,
competes against, and cooperates with China as appropriate”.



Mr Lammy, who is likely to become Britain’s top diplomat if his
poll-leading party takes power, added: “It is in everyone’s
interest that China’s relationship with the West endures and
evolves.”

The Labour Party was approached for comment.
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Slapping therapy healer
previously prosecuted in
death of six-year-old boy
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Hongchi Xiao is on trial for manslaughter by gross negligence (Photos PA)

BEN MITCHELL

An alternative “healer” accused of the manslaughter of a 71-year-
old diabetic woman who died after stopping taking her insulin at
his slapping therapy workshop was previously prosecuted for the
death of a six-year-old boy, a court has heard. Hongchi Xiao, 61,

of Cloudbreak, California, is on trial at Winchester Crown Court



accused of the manslaughter by gross negligence of Danielle
Carr-Gomm, from Lewes, East Sussex.

Carr-Gomm died at Cleeve House in Seend, Wiltshire, where
she was taking part in the event in October 2016 which
promoted Paida Lajin therapy, which sees patients being slapped
or slapping themselves repeatedly. The trial heard that Xiao was
previously convicted in an Australian court for the manslaughter
of the six-year-old boy who died after his parents stopped giving
him his insulin after attending his workshops.

The court heard that Xiao told the boy’s parents to stop giving
the life-saving medication to him and although it is not
suggested the defendant gave a similar instruction to Carr-
Gomm, the prosecution claims the defendant “congratulated”
Carr-Gomm after she informed him she had stopped her
medication. The youngster started to become seriously ill and
started “vomiting black liquid”, which Xiao put down “to just
part of self-healing body adjustment”, and the boy then died in
April 2015, 18 months before Carr-Gomm.

Duncan Atkinson KC, prosecuting, told the jury the family
attended Xiao’s Paida Lajin workshops in Hurstville, Sydney,
which involved the participants slapping themselves and each
other, and fasting. He said: “The defendant himself did not
perform any slapping on any of the participants. Shortly after the
start of the workshop, as the judge who dealt with him in
Australia found, the defendant told |the boy’s| mother to stop
|his| insulin injections. Such an instruction is clear evidence of
how strongly held the defendant’s views were, for example, as to
insulin being poison.”



Danielle Carr-Gomm, 71, had been attending an event
promoting Paida Lajin therapy in Wiltshire in 2016

Mr Atkinson said that by day three the boy’s mother told the
workshop group of her son’s deteriorating health and that he
was “vomiting, had high blood sugar levels and high ketone
levels”.

Despite this, Xiao continued to “instruct” the mother to
continue not giving the insulin to her son, the court heard, and
his health continued to deteriorate. By the fifth day he was
required to be pushed in a pram because he could not walk or
stand to dress himself and started to “vomit yellow and black
liquid”, the court heard.

The court was told the mother confronted Xiao and told him:
“Look at this picture, last night he vomiting black stuff, all these
things,” to which he replied: “Is the detox. All the bad stuff come
from — come out from his body, his organ. It’s just part of seli-
healing body adjustment.”

Four days later, the boy was accompanied by his grandmother in
his room when he began vomiting black liquid and had a seizure.
As the grandmother went for help, she locked herself out of the
room and hotel staff arrived who found the boy on the bed
motionless, the court heard.

Mr Atkinson said that Xiao also returned and began “slapping
the boy’s inner elbows” until paramedics arrived, but they were



unable to resuscitate him and he died as a result of diabetic
ketoacidosis.

Mr Atkinson told the jury: “The defendant was ultimately
prosecuted for and convicted of |the boy| manslaughter. It
follows that there can be no question but that the defendant
owed |the boy| a duty of care whilst he was an attendee at his
workshop, and that he breached that duty.

“He deprecated and deterred the use of conventional medicine
even when he knew that to do so risked very serious
consequences which could in turn be life-threatening. He
advocated a course that he knew was not medically justified and
was contrary to medical experience, and a boy died as a result.

“His actions towards Danielle Carr-Gomm occurred when the
very real, obvious and serious risk of death had become all the
more real and all the more obvious. They involved similar
conduct, congratulating a type 1 diabetic who replaced insulin
with Paida Lajin, and taking no action to secure her help despite
the cruel lesson that ought to have been provided by the boy’s
untimely death.”

Xiao denies the charge and the trial continues.

PA
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‘Mummy makeover’ adverts
being removed by watchdog

Hundreds of ads a day pushing surgery and weight-loss jabs

P

The Advertising Standards Agency has taken the action as part of a crackdown on clinics abroad
attempting to attract British patients (PA)

REBECCA THOMAS
HEALTH CORRESPONDENT

The UK advertising watchdog has had to take down hundreds of
adverts for cosmetic surgery clinics abroad and weight-loss jabs



as dangerous ads target “mummy makeovers”, The Independent
has been told.

The Advertising Standards Agency (ASA) is also taking down
100 unsafe or misleading adverts a day for prescription-only
medicines, with the majority of action taken against promotions
for Botox and weight-loss jabs.

The authority said it has been forced to take down hundreds of
cosmetic surgery adverts since February this year, following a
crackdown on clinics abroad attempting to attract UK patients.

Jessica Tye, investigations operations manager for ASA told T/e
Independent: “They’re running adverts for cosmetic surgery
abroad, mostly for clinics in Turkey, but not exclusively ...
Instagram and Facebook seem to be a big space for clinics to
use, to attract people.”

She said the clinics were: “Using claims or images that would
exploit people’s body insecurities, things like talking about
mummy makeovers, which is like a package of surgery involving,
breast surgery and liposuction. It’s a really serious operation, so
it’s really important that ads for these clinics are not
encouraging people to rush into a decision.”

Ms Tye explained problems included adverts’ reference to
“promotional offers” and incentives to “act now, so you save
money . “That’s not acceptable when people need to be given
time and space to really think about whether this is the right
thing for them.”

Advertisers were also using “light-hearted emojis and wording”
to imply procedures are “basically, a holiday with some surgery”,
she said. In another example, the ASA said it took action against
an influencer on TikTok who was speaking about cosmetic
surgery but had not taken action to limit the age of those who
could see the post.

Last week doctors at the British Medical Association annual
general warned the NHS is being left to “pick up the pieces” as a
result of complications linked to a rise in surgical tourism. Last



month NHS medical director Stephen Powis also warned
patients were taking weight-loss jabs to get “beach-body ready”.

The new Al tool used by the ASA can scan thousands of online
adverts and as a result, the watchdog has been able to take action
against 100 adverts a day over promoting prescription-only
drugs. “We take this incredibly seriously, although our remit is
advertising, we know that there is a real concern from others
about the harm that can come to people through taking these
products. If you’re advertising a consultation, that’s acceptable,
but it’s really not acceptable to be advertising a weight loss jab.”

Last week the ASA took action against adverts with misleading
claims about supplements they alleged could help menopause
symptoms, as part of a project on prescription medicine promos.
The ASA is also investigating adverts that appear on children’s
websites, it revealed.
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Man receives death threats
after tracking stolen iPhone

Victim was sent messages from Shenzhen in southern China
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Christopher Bramah-Calvert (left) used the Find My app to locate his device (Photos Christopher
Bramah-Calvert)

ALEX ROSS

A City worker was warned “You’re going to be destroyed” and
sent a video of a man holding a loaded gun after he managed to



track down his stolen iPhone to China. Christopher Bramah-
Calvert received the shocking messages after his phone was
snatched from his hands by an e-bike rider outside a gym in
High Holborn in central London.

The 38-year-old tracked his phone on the Find My app across
two locations in London before it suddenly appeared in
Shenzhen, in southern China, a month after the theft. The street
it was located in, Huata South Road, is where hundreds of stolen
phones from the UK have been turning up, with criminal gangs
believed to be sending the devices en masse to the city for resale
Or parts.

[t’s also easier to unlock and sell stolen iPhones in Shenzhen,
which has the largest electronics market in the world, police
chiefs have told The Independent — but the criminals require the
devices to be disconnected from the victims’ Apple accounts.

Mr Bramah-Calvert, whose phone was an iPhone 13, said: “I'd
been following it for days and then was surprised to see it
suddenly in China, and then I started getting messages to my
husband’s phone. At first they were from someone claiming to
have bought it and asking I disconnect it — but then it turned
threatening, and I was then sent a video of a man holding a gun.
At first, I was completely taken aback by it.”

The PR worker then went online and discovered that other
phone-snatch victims had also tracked their phones to the same
location in the Chinese city, and had been sent similar
messages, although not accompanied by the video of an armed
man. One of the messages, seen by T/he Independent, said “I
know who you are and where you live and ur whole family will
get slaughtered”.



Screengrab from the video sent to the victim’s husband with
a demand that he release the phone from his Apple account

Mr Bramah-Calvert ignored the demands on advice from police
and his insurance company, before the phone disappeared from
the tracking app.

He said: “The threats and language were obviously all part of the
tactics to get me to release the device, and the video would have
been very intimidating for some people. I was shocked by the
language. I knew nothing would come of it, but if it was my
parents, they could have dealt with it in a different way.”



A search online shows that Mr Bramah-Calvert’s story is not
rare. Apple’s own discussion boards and Reddit forums feature
many other victims whose stolen phones have ended up in
Shenzhen, some saying they have been asked for Apple ID and
screen lock passwords.

The tight security of iPhones means that it is difficult for a
criminal who has stolen one to get into or use the device without
its passcode or the owner’s Apple account password, unless it is
remotely removed from that account for someone else to use,
which also requires a login. That means the phones are largely
useless to any thief who does not have the required security
information - and attackers can resort to violent or threatening
messages in an attempt to obtain it.

The number of mobile phone thefts hit a record high in 2023,

with almost 85,000 across England and Wales, according to data
obtained by The Times.

Inspector Dan Green, from the City of London Police proactive
crime team, urged people not to cooperate with the criminals’
demands, and to pass on tracking information on devices to
police forces as soon it becomes available. He said: “I can see
why |victims| go ‘Yes, fine take it, but that’s what they are
preying on - they are making these messages and violent
demands in the hope that people will just give in and buckle.”

The theft of Mr Bramah-Calvert’s phone was reported to the
Metropolitan Police, but Insp Green said his force has also dealt
with instances of stolen devices ending up in China. His team
uncovered an operation last year in which hundreds of phones
were taken during crimes, including muggings, knife-point
robberies and distraction burglaries, with some of the devices
then being sent to Shenzhen.

The force has taken a proactive approach to the issue after
mobile phone thefts peaked at 143 cases in July 2022 - but Insp
Green called on victims to report all the tracking information,
adding that there is “not a lot” the police can do once the
phones reach China.



He said: “We will normally try and have a look, but we will try
and manage their expectations as well, and say, ‘Look, it’s not as
easy as turning up, smashing a door down and getting your
phone. There’s a lot more to it than that. But without us getting
that information, we’re never going to know.”

Insp Green said it isn’t known how the phones are sent to
China, but that “many” phones can be packaged up and posted
abroad. While a stolen phone could be “too hot to handle” in the
UK, he said, in China, it was unlikely to be flagged up anywhere
when reused legitimately, adding: “I’d suggest |they are| more
valuable out there, where they can either be recycled or
dismantled.”

The Met Police said Mr Bramah-Calvert’s phone theft was
investigated but the case was closed “pending further new
investigative opportunities”.
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Pictures of the Day

Natural beauty

A tourist takes selfies among the sunflowers at the Olympic
Forest Park in Beijing, China. AP



-

Kiss of death

Haneen, sister of Mohammad Shehada who was killed in an
[sraeli airstrike, kisses his rifle during the funeral of four
Palestinians in Nur Shams camp, Tulkarm, in the West Bank.
Reuters

Beyond the fringe

A starling sits atop a horse as another looks on at a stud farm in
Wehrheim, near Frankfurt, Germany. AP



Doubles or quits

Andy Murray leaves a training session at Wimbledon following
his decision on Tuesday not to compete in the men’s singles
competition at the tennis championships. PA

Ways of seeing

A visitor takes in an installation by Catalan artist Mari Chorda at
the Macba Contemporary Art Museum in Barcelona. £PA
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Ex-DUP leader Donaldson to face sex offences trial

Former DUP leader Sir Jeffrey Donaldson has been sent for trial
over allegations of historical sex offences. A district judge at
Newry Magistrates’ Court said he was satisfied that Sir Jefirey,
61, and his wife and co-accused Lady Eleanor Donaldson, 58, of
Dromore, had a prima facie case to answer during a committal
hearing. They will appear at Newry Crown Court on 10
September for an arraignment hearing ahead of their trial.

Sir Jeffrey is accused of one charge of rape, four of gross
indecency and 13 charges of indecent assault, allegedly



committed between 1985 and 2008. Lady Eleanor faces charges
of aiding and abetting in connection with the alleged offences.

During his court appearance yesterday, Sir Jeffrey was asked if
he wanted to say anything in answer to the charges. He
responded: “Not at this stage.” PA

Captain Tom’s daughter banned from charity trusteeships

Captain Sir Tom Moore’s daughter Hannah Ingram-Moore and
her husband, Colin, have been disqualified from being charity
trustees by the Charity Commission, the family said in a
statement. The bans, for 10 years and eight years respectively,
come ahead of the conclusion of a statutory investigation by the
watchdog into The Captain Tom Foundation.

The pair became trustees of the charity — set up to continue
raising cash for good causes in the World War Two veteran’s
name - in February 2021. But concerns grew over money earned
by two companies controlled by the Ingram-Moores, Club Nook
Limited and Maytrix Group Limited, through the alleged use of
Captain Tom’s name.

[n a statement, the family said they disagreed with the move to
disqualify them, adding that they feared they were victims of a
“relentless pursuit” by the watchdog. They said the investigation
had been “harrowing and debilitating”.

McKellen ‘on the mend’ after theatre fall

Sir Ian McKellen has assured fans he is “on the mend” after
injuring his neck and wrists in a dramatic fall while performing
on a West End stage. The veteran actor, 85, pulled out of the
remainder of the run of Plaper Kings earlier this week after
sustaining the injuries on 17 June.

The actor spent three nights in hospital after the incident, which
is believed to have been caused by a stray prop that he tripped
on during a fight scene and he told fans on Twitter/X that he is



expected to make a “complete recovery” on the condition that
he steps back from his work for a few weeks.

He wrote: “Just two weeks after my accident onstage I want to
assure my many well-wishers that the injuries (to wrist and neck)
are on the mend. My doctors promise a complete recovery — but
only if I avoid work over the next few weeks.”

Hippos can ‘become airborne’, research finds

Hippopotamuses are among the largest land animals, weighing
more than 2,000kg, so it’s a little surprising to learn they can
become airborne. New research suggests the giant land
creatures can become airborne for substantial periods of time
when trotting fast, with diagonal legs moving simultaneously,
and their feet can leave the ground for up to 0.3 seconds at a
time.

Research from the Royal Veterinary College also suggests that
unlike most large land animals, hippos almost exclusively trot.
Prof John Hutchinson, lead author of the study, said: “We’re
thrilled to provide the first study purely focused on revealing
how hippos walk and run. We were pleasantly surprised to see
how hippos get airborne when they move quickly - it’s really
impressive.” PA
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‘No one 1s pushing me out’

Joe Biden tells campaign staff he’s in race ‘to the end’ but ally
admits next few days in the spotlight will decide leader’s fate
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US president is determined to get back on track after his disastrous debate perfo—r;ance (Getty)
ALEX WOODWARD

Joe Biden has insisted to his campaign staff that no one is

pushing him out after multiple reports suggested he is preparing

to abandon his re-election battle if he fails crucial tests in the
days ahead.



“Let me say this as clearly as I possibly can, as simply and
straightforward as I can: I am running,” the US president
reportedly told campaign staff on a call yesterday. “No one’s
pushing me out,” he said. “I’'m not leaving. I’'m in this race to the
end and we’re going to win.”

The president reportedly admitted that he will have to end his
re-election campaign if he cannot convince voters that he is up
for the job after his flailing performance at last week’s debate
against Donald Trump.

A key ally to the president told T/e New York Times that while
Mr Biden remains committed to the race, his next few crucial
public appearances could shape his plans for 2024. Mr Biden is
scheduled for an interview with ABC News host George
Stephanopoulos tomorrow followed by campaign stops in critical
swing states Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. “He knows if he has
two more events like that, we’re in a different place” by the end

of the weekend, according to the ally, speaking anonymously to
The New York Times.

White House senior deputy press secretary Andrew Bates told
The Independent “that claim is absolutely false.” “If the New York
Times had provided us with more than seven minutes to
comment we would have told them so,” he added. A
spokesperson for Biden’s campaign told T/e Independent that
the report is “wrong”. White House press secretary Karine Jean-
Pierre said the reporting is “absolutely” false.

But an ally also told CNN that Mr Biden remains “clear-eyed”
about his viability in the aftermath of his abysmal debate
performance. “The polls are plummeting, the fundraising is
drying up, and the interviews are going badly,” the person told
the network. “He’s not oblivious.”

The statements appear to be the first from within the president’s
camp that suggest he is mulling his departure from the race, as
polling shows him slipping considerably in his rematch against
his twice-impeached and criminally convicted Republican rival.

Biden’s campaign team and White House chief of staff Jeff
Zients have each called all-hands meetings with staff yesterday.



The president also met with Democratic governors at the White
House as party officials across the country fear that the
president’s shrinking chances of victory imperil other down-
ballot Democratic races.

An ex-Democratic congressman has called on vice-president
Kamala Harris to replace Biden in the race (Getty)

Major newspaper editorials and prominent allies have argued
that the president should end his re-election campaign, or that
his campaign and the Democratic Party should seriously
confront nosediving poll numbers and growing concerns about
the president’s age and future.

Representative Lloyd Doggett of Texas is the first Democratic
member of Congress to urge Mr Biden to leave the race,
warning in a statement on Tuesday that “too much is at stake to
risk a Trump victory”, and that it is “too great a risk to assume
that what could not be turned around in a year, what was not
turned around in the debate, can be turned around now”.
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