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DEMANDS INCLUDE ELIMINATING CORRUPTION, RUTO’S RESIGNATION
KENYAN AcCTIVISTS CALL FOR MORE PROTESTS

Kenyan activists called for protesters to take to the streets again on Tuesday, with many rejecting appeals
from President William Ruto for dialogue following his decision to withdraw proposed tax hikes. The
demands of many protesters have escalated over past two weeks including calls to root out corruption
and for Ruto to step down, presenting the most serious crisis of his two-year-old presidency. REUTERS

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

Former President
Rodrigo Duterte. File

PHILIPPINES
Duterte, Marcos
brace for Senate
poll showdown

Manila: The Philippines’
dominant Marcos and
Duterte political dynasties,
uneasy allies for twoyears,
are gearing up for an elec-
tionshowdown that could
upset policy stability inthe
Southeast Asian nation in
the coming years. Vice
President Sara Duterte's
resignation from President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr's cab-
inetwas followed Tuesday
by herannouncement that
her father, ex-President
Rodrigo Duterte would
run for the Senate next
year. “Itisamessage tothe
Marcosesasitis amessage
to the Filipino people that
‘we are alive and kicking,”
said Jean Encinas-Franco,
a University of the
Philippines political sci-
ence professor. REUTERS

EUROPEAN UNION
Hungary takes
EU presidency
echoing Trump

Brussels:Hungary's nation-
alist government launches
its presidency of the
European Union on
Monday witha Trump-like
callto "Make Europe Great
Again" after EUlawmakers
questioned whether it
should be allowed to take
on therole. Their concerns
are based on Prime
Minister Viktor Orban's
many clashes with
Brussels over democratic
norms. Hungarian diplo-
mats say they will be hon-
est brokers, while analysts
say Budapest's actions at
the forefront of EU policy-
making are likely to be re-
stricted given Brussels’s
post-poll shift. REUTERS

SOUTH AFRICA
Cabinet of unity
govt final, says
Ramaphosa

Johannesburg:  South
Africa's President Cyril
Ramaphosa announced
onSunday a cabinet of the
country's government of
national unity following
weeks of protracted and at
times acrimonious negoti-
ations. Ramaphosa re-
tained the African National
Congress' Enoch
Godongwana as finance
minister and appointed
former opposition leader
John Steenhuisen as min-
ister of agriculture, bring-
ing the Democratic
Alliance and others to the
newcabinet. REUTERS

HUNTER BIDEN WANTS TO REPLACE WEAK IMAGE WITH ‘THE FATHER HE KNOWS’

One of President’s grandchildren to get more involved in social media campaign

KATIE ROGERS
& PETERBAKER
JULY1

PRESIDENT BIDEN'S family is urg-
ing him to stay in the race and
keep fighting despite last week’s
disastrous debate performance,
evenas some members of his clan
privately expressed exasperation
at how he was prepared for the
event by his staff, people close to
the situation said on Sunday.
Biden huddled with his wife,
children and grandchildren at
Camp David while he tried to fig-
ure out how to tamp down
Democraticanxiety. While his rel-
atives were acutely aware of how
poorly he did against former
President Donald Trump, they ar-
gued that he could still show the
country that he remains capable
of serving for another four years.
Biden has been solicitingideas
from advisers about how to pro-
ceed, and his staff has been dis-
cussing whether he should hold a
news conference or sit for inter-

Pak anti-terrorism
court issues
warrants against
KPK Province CM

Islamabad: APakistan anti-terror-
ism court Monday issued non-
bailable arrest warrants against Ali
Amin Gandapur, the chief minis-
ter of Pakistan's Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa province. Gandapur
is named in two cases of violence
registered in Islamabad.

Judge Tahir Abbas Supraof the
Islamabad-based court con-
ducted hearings of the two cases
where Gandapur and another
leader Amir Mughal were absent.
The courtrejected Gandapur's ex-
emption plea, expressed dissatis-
faction with his repeated ab-
sences,and issued arrest warrants.
Italsoissued similar non-bailable
arrest warrants against Mughal.

“The situation has become a
spectacle as one defendant ap-
pears while two do not. We are
issuing arrest warrants for all ab-
sent defendants,” Judge Supra
said, adding that the defendants
absent on July 8 would be de-
clared fugitives. PTI

Reuters

US President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden with their
granddaughters Finnegan and Natalie Biden in New York
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Hunter Biden,

whom the president has long
leaned on for advice, said one of
the sources, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity, to share inter-
nal deliberations. Hunter Biden
wants Americans to see the ver-
sion of his father that he knows —
in command of the facts — rather
than the stumbling, aging presi-
dent Americans saw Thursday.

Other family members were
trying to figure out how they
could be helpful. Atleast one of the
president’s grandchildren has ex-
pressed interest in getting more
involved with the campaign, by
talking with influencers on social
media,according toasource.One
of the sources said “the entire fam-
ilyis united” and added flatly that
the president was not getting out
of the race and had not discussed
doing so. “You get up and keep
fighting,” the source said.

Anew poll by CBS News found
strong Democrat sentiment for
Biden to cede way to a younger
nominee. Forty-five percent of
Democrats wanted a different
candidate to take on Trump. NYT

Director of Gaza hospital released
by Israel alleges abuse in custody

ASSOCIATED PRESS
KHAN YOUNIS, JULY1

ISRAELRELEASED the director of
Gaza’s main hospital on Monday
after holding him for seven
months without charge or trial
over allegations the facility had
been used asaHamas command
center. He said he and other de-
tainees were held under harsh
conditions and tortured.

The decision to release
Mohammed Abu Selmia, appar-
ently taken in order to free up
space in overcrowded detention
centers, sparked uproar from
across the political spectrum, with
government ministers and oppo-
sition leaders saying he should
have remained behind bars.

Abu Selmiawas released back
into Gaza along with 54 other
Palestinian detainees, many of
whom also alleged abuse. The al-
legations matched otheraccounts
of Palestinians who have been

Mohammed Abu Selmia, the director of Gaza’s main hospital,
with his family after being released by Israel on Monday. AP

held in Israeli custody. “Our de-
tainees have been subjected to
all kinds of torture behind bars,”
Abu Selmia said at a news con-
ference after his release. “There
was almost daily torture.” He
said guards broke his finger and
caused his head to bleed during
beatings, in which they used ba-
tons and dogs. He said the med-

China deploys aircraft carrier
off Philippines amid clash in SCS

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
BEIJING, JULY1

CHINA HAS deployed its second
aircraft carrier 'Shandong' which
was spotted patrolling waters off
the Philippine coast as Manila
stepped up efforts to assert its
claims over a shoal in the dis-
puted South China Sea firmly op-
posing Beijing's counterclaims.

Shandong, an aircraft carrier
with a displacement of about
70,000 tonnes, was seen patrolling
the waters of the Philippines
which serves as a deterrence
against “continuous Philippine
provocations,” state-run Global
Times reported Monday.

The aircraft carrier is likely on
a scheduled exercise that could

Shandong aircraft carrier docked in south China’s Hainan. File

also prepare it for a potential far
seavoyage into the West Pacific, it
said. Shandong's deployment
comes after the People's
Liberation Army deployed major

surface combat ships, including
large and medium destroyersand
the main amphibious landing
shipinSouth China Seaas territo-
rial clash with Manila escalated.

ical staff at different facilities
where he was held had also
taken partin the abuse “in viola-
tion of all laws.” He said some
detainees had limbs amputated
because of poor medical care.

There was no immediate re-
sponse from the prison service,
which has previously denied
similar accusations.

Grandparents to
get paid parental
leave in Sweden

Copenhagen: Sweden launched
a groundbreaking new law on
Monday, allowing grandparents
to step in and get paid parental
leave while taking care of their
grandchildren for up to three
months of a child's first year.
The development comes after
the Swedish parliament, the 349-
seat Riksdag, approved last
December the government's pro-
posal on transfer of parental al-
lowance. Under the law, parents
can transfer some of their gener-
ous parental leave allowance to
the child’s grandparents. A parent
couple can transfer a maximum
of45 daystoothers whileasingle
parent can transfer 90 days. This
comes 50 years after the country
became the firstin the world toin-
troduce paid parental leave for fa-
thers and notjust mothers. AP

MACRON’S CENTRISTS COME THIRD

Keep fighting, Biden’s family tells - French parties rush to
him as they gather at Camp David

build anti-far right front
ahead of polls round 2

Centrists, left bloc suggest cooperation to bring down RN

ASSOCIATED PRESS
PARIS,JULY1

FRANCE'S NATIONAL Rally
surged into the lead in the first
round of legislative elections, ac-
cording to results released early
Monday, bringing the far-right
party to the brink of power and
dealing a major blow to
President Emmanuel Macron's
centrists in an election that could
set the country, and Europe, on
a starkly different course.

The results confirmed polling
that showed the party — with a
history of racism and xenophobia
and once shunned by the main-
stream — is no longer taboo, con-
fined to the fringes of French pol-
itics. There remains another torrid
week of campaigning before the
decisive final voting Sunday, and
whether the National Rally will
be able to form France’s first far-
right government since World
War [l remains uncertain.

Marked by high turnout of
nearly 68 per cent that reflected
the high stakes, voters handed
the Marine Le Pen's National
Rally a strong lead, with about 33
per cent of the vote. The number
includes the votes from a group

R -

Protesters demonstrate against the far-right RN party after
partial results in the first round of elections on Monday. Reuters

of conservative candidates of
The Republicans party who had
allied with the far-right party in
the first round. The New Popular
Front, a leftist alliance, finished
second with about 28 per cent.
The president's centrist group
came third with around 20 per
cent, according to figures re-
leased by the Interior Ministry.
Macron and his allies, as well
as politicians on the left, are still
hoping they can head off an out-
right win by the National Rally,
and horse-trading began Monday,

‘UNCHECKED LABOUR GOVT A DISASTER’

Only Tories can

form strong Opp to
Labour, Sunak says
days ahead of polls

KATEHOLTON
LONDON, JULY1

BRITISH PRIME Minister Rishi
Sunak will on Monday say only
his Conservatives can counter a
Labour-led government and that
a vote for Nigel Farage’s right-
wing Reform UK would hamper
any chance of his party forming
a strong opposition.

Appearing to all but concede
defeat before Thursday's elec-
tion, Sunak will appeal to those
voters on the political right who
are considering voting for
Farage's party in protest at his
Conservative government.

The Conservatives look set to
be kicked out of office after 14 tur-
bulent years, marked by Britain's
vote to leave the European Union
in2016 and the cost of living crisis
that followed the COVID-19 pan-
demic and Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. Opinion polls have con-
sistently given Keir Starmer's cen-
tre-left Labour Party anaround 20
point lead, with support for
Reform potentially splitting the
centre right-vote and the centrist
Liberal Democrats further drain-
ing Conservative support.

Sunak will say at a rally that
Reform “just won’t win enough
seats to oppose Labour”, saying

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak
ata campaign in Midlands
on Monday. Reuters

the party had previously said it
would be good to get a handful of
members of parliament elected.
“Justimagine that: Hundreds and
hundreds of Labour MPs opposed
by just ‘one, two, three, four, five
elected MPs’,” Sunak will say, ac-
cording to extracts of his speech.
“ALabour government would be
bad for our country, and an
unchecked Labour government
would be adisaster from whichit
would take decades to recover.”
Farage is one of Britain's most
recognisable and divisive politi-
cians. He has spent decades rail-
ingagainst the establishment and
the European Union,and hasinre-
centyears campaigned for Donald
Trumpin the US. REUTERS

with some efforts to block far-
right candidates taking shape. The
leftist coalition said it would with-
draw its candidates in districts
where they arrived in third posi-
tion in order to support other
politicians opposed to the farright.
Macron’s centristalliance also said
some of its candidates would step
down before the runoff.

Meanwhile underlining her
triumph, Le Pen said NR lawmak-
erswould meet at the parliament
on Monday and symbolically
claim their seats.

Disruptions,
delays as South
Koreans surge to
sign online plea
to impeach Yoon

‘ - .ﬂ., South Korean

" President

‘ @ j . Yoon Suk Yeol

JU-MIN PARK
SEOUL, JULY1

AN ONLINE petition calling for
South Korean President Yoon Suk
Yeol to be impeached experi-
enced delays and disruptions due
to thelarge number of people try-
ing to sign it, the speaker of the
parliament said, promising to fix
the issue as soon as possible.
More than 811,000 people
have so far signed the petition,
hosted on the National
Assembly's website, since it went
live on June 20. The petition calls
on parliament to introduce a bill
to impeach Yoon on the grounds
that he is unfit for the job.
Inastatement late on Sunday,
National Assembly Speaker Woo
Won-shik apologised for the dis-
ruption, and said parliament
would take action to uphold the
public's constitutional right.
People trying to access the pe-
tition on Monday faced delays
that lasted up to four hours. At
one point, an error message
showed more than 30,000 peo-
ple were waiting to access the site.
There was no immediate
comment from South Korea’s
presidential office. =~ REUTERS

COMPARED TO ORWELL AND KAFKA, KADARE WALKED A POLITICAL TIGHTROPE WITH WORKS OF VEILED CRITICISM FOR HIS TOTALITARIAN STATE

Ismail Kadare, whose novels brought Albania’s plight to world, dies at 88

RUSHAHALJUCI
JULY1

ISMAIL KADARE, the Albanian
novelist and poet who single-
handedly wrote his isolated
Balkan homeland onto the map
of world literature, creating often
dark, allegorical works that
obliquely criticized the country’s
totalitarian state, died on Monday
inTirana, Albania. He was 88.
His death was confirmed by
Bujar Hudhri, the head of the
Onufri Publishing House, his edi-
torand publisher in Albania, who
said that he went into cardiac ar-
restat hishome and died ata hos-
pital in Tirana, the Albanian capi-
tal. In a literary career that
spanned half a century, Kadare

wrote scores of books, including
novels and collections of poems,
short stories and essays. He shot
to international fame in 1970
when his first novel, “The
General of the Dead Army,” was
translated into French. European
critics hailed it as a masterpiece.

Kadare’s name was floated
several times for the Nobel Prize,
but the honor eluded him. In
2005, he received the inaugural
Man Booker International Prize.
The finalists included such liter-
ary titans as Gabriel Garcia
Marquez and Philip Roth. In
awarding the prize, John Carey, a
British criticand the panel’s chair-
man, called Kadare “a universal
writer ina tradition of storytelling
that goes back to Homer.”

Critics often compared Kadare

to Kafka, Kundera and Orwell,
among others. During the first
three decades of his career, he lived
and wrote in Albania, at the time
under the grip of one of the east-
ernbloc’'s mostbrutal and idiosyn-
cratic dictators, Enver Hoxha.

To escape persecution in a
country where more than 6,000
dissidents were executed and
some 168,000 Albanians were
sent to prison or labor camps,
Kadare walked a political
tightrope. He served for 12 years
as a deputy in Albania’s People’s
Assembly, and was a member of
the regime’s Writers Union. One
of Kadare’s novels, “The Great
Winter,” was a favorable portrayal
of the dictator. Kadare later said he
had written it to curry favor.

In contrast, several of his most

Ismail Kadare at the Elysee Palace to receive France’s Legion
of Honour from President Francois Hollande in 2016. File

brilliant works, including “The
Palace of Dreams” (1981), subver-
sively attacked the dictatorship,
skirting censorship through alle-
gory, satire, myth and legend.

Ismail Kadare was born on
January 28, 1936, in the south-
ern Albanian town of Gjirokaster.
His father, Halit Kadare, was a
civil servant; his mother, Hatixhe
Dobi, was a homemaker from a
wealthy family. When Hoxha'’s
communists seized control of
Albania in 1944, Ismail was 8
years old and already immersing
himself in world literature.

As an adolescent, he was at-
tracted to communism. “There
wasanidealisticside toit,” he said.
After studies at Tirana University,
inthe Albanian capital, Mr. Kadare
was sent for postgraduate study

to the Gorky Institute for World
Literature in Moscow.

In 1963, about two years af-
ter his return from Moscow, “The
General of the Dead Army” was
published in Albania. In the
novel, an Italian general returns
to the mountains of Albania 20
years after World War Il to disin-
ter and repatriate the bodies of
his soldiers; it is a tale of the ad-
vanced West intruding into a
strange land, ruled by an ancient
code of blood feuds.

Critics that were pro-govern-
ment condemned the novel as
being too cosmopolitan and for
not expressing sufficient hatred
for the Italian general, but it
made Kadare a national
celebrity. In 1965, the authori-
ties banned his second novel,

“The Monster,” immediately af-
terits publicationin a magazine.
In 1970, when “The General of
the Dead Army” was published
in a French translation, it took
“literary Paris by storm,” The
Paris Review wrote.

Kadare’s success abroad af-
forded him some security at
home. Still, he said, he lived with
the fear that the regime might “kill
me and say that it was a suicide.”

After the collapse of commu-
nism, Kadare continued to set his
novels amid the suspicion and ter-
ror of the Hoxha regime.

Hisbest-knownworksinclude
“Chronicle in Stone” (1971); “The
Three-Arched Bridge” (1978);
“Agamemnon’s Daughter”(1985);
its sequel, “The Successor” (2003);
and “The Accident”(2010). NYT
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PM TO REPLY INLOK SABHA TODAY ON MOTION OF THANKS TO PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

Opposmon gets anaddress

r-!yr-

Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi; Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Union Ministers Rajnath Singh and Amit Shah in Lok Sabha on Monday. P11

INPARLIAMENT, PAGE 6

‘SOREN OR KEJRIWAL IN JAIL... SHOULD DISTURB ME’

Rahul debuts as LoP: Hatred in name of
Hinduism to fear to let’s work together

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
&MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, JULY1

REFLECTING AN Opposition
with its highest tally in 10 years
and presenting a united front,
in his first speech as Leader of
Opposition, Rahul Gandhi
picked up the threads of his

fronts: from accusing it of hav-
ing created an atmosphere of
fear to alleging that it had
spread violence and hatred in
the name of Hinduism; from
the crisis in Manipur to how de-
monetisation had wrecked em-
ployment.

At the same time, Gandhi
wrapped up his nearly two-hour
speech by dialing down to say

Narendra Modi government in
the national interest.
Participating in the debate on
Motion of Thanks to the
President’s Address, Gandhi be-
gan his speech — the first by a
recognised LoPin Lok Sabhaina
decade — on a fractious note.
Pointing to the Treasury
Benches, he said that “those who
call themselves Hindus... are en-

MINISTERS MAKE INTERVENTIONS TO COUNTER REMARKS

PM rebuts Rahul: Calling Hindu society
violent a serious issue; Shah seeks apology

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, JULY1

LEADER OF Opposition Rahul
Gandhi’s maiden speech in Lok
Sabha that lasted almost 100
minutes Monday saw Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
senior Cabinet ministers inter-
vening to counter remarks.

tacking the BJP, said “those who
call themselves Hindus talk vio-
lence... hatred... untruth 24
hours”. Modi rose from his seat
and said, “This is a very serious
issue. Calling the entire Hindu
society violent is a serious issue
(poore Hindu samaj ko hinsak
kehna yeh gambhir vishay hai).”
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah sought an apology from the

protested, Gandhi said “the BJP
and the RSS are not the entire
Hindu society... Aap Hindu ho hi
nahi (You are not Hindus).”

And when he took him on di-
rectly, asking “why is the PM al-
ways serious?”, Modi, who sat
through the address, rose from his
seat again and said, “Democracy
and the Constitution have taught
me that I need to take the Leader

election campaign to counter  thatthe Oppositionwasreadyto  gaged inviolence and hate.” There was uproar in the Congressleader. of Opposition seriously.”
the Government on several work together with the CONTINUEDONPAGE2 House when Gandhi, while at- As the treasury benches CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
EXPRESS NETWORK GOVERNOR, NHRC SEEK REPORTS ON UTTAR DINAJPUR INCIDENT
B o M tt t BusINESS As USUAL
FACING UNIQUE al ﬂ ° d
FACING UNIQU engal flogging: Murder attemp BrUNNY

CHALLENGES, SAYS
ARMY CHIEF P11

PM SET TO VISIT
RUSSIA JULY 8-9,
VIENNA JULY 9-10 pP7

A fishing expedition,
Lankan Navy officer’s

death, and 10 Indians
who await their fate

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, JULY'1

THE EARLY hours of June 25
turned into a nightmare for ten
Indian  fishermen from
Nagapattinam, Tamil Nadu,
when a routine fishing expedi-
tion spiralled into chaos, ending
inthe death of a Sri Lankan Navy
officer. The Sri Lankan authorities
allege the officer died due to the
“aggressive manoeuvres” of the
trawler of Indian fishermen re-
sisting seizure, but the fishermen,
now in Sri Lankan custody and
reportedly set to be charged with
death, deny these allegations and
insist they are innocent.
According toa top Sri Lankan
government source involved in
the case proceedings in Jaffna,
the Indian trawler was allegedly
speeding when the Sri Lankan
Navy attempted to intercept it

around 1.30 am on June 25. The
postmortem report of the Navy
officer suggests the officer pos-
sibly died due to an accidental
fall during the tense moments
leading up to the interception,
sources said.

The boat driver, Madhi (40),
provided a statement to Sri
Lankan authorities, explaining
that his trawler was heading back
to Indian waters, turning from
south to north, when the incident
took place. He claimed the Navy
boat, with its lights off, rammed
into the trawler. At that moment,
the rest of the crew was asleep.

Madhi, who was awake at
the steering wheel, reported see-
ing two Navy men with guns
who announced their arrest. The
fishermen were handcuffed and
moved to the back of the boat,
which was then taken to
Kankesanthurai Harbour near

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

charge invoked; notice to state

RAVIKBHATTACHARYA
KOLKATA, JULY1

POLICE HAVE invoked sections
related to attempt to murder and
molestation againsta TMC func-
tionary, who was arrested on
Sunday for publicly flogging a
man and a woman in Chopra
block of Uttar Dinajpur district,
West Bengal, over an alleged ex-
tramarital affair.

The accused, Tajimul Hossain
alias JCB, was produced before
the Islampur sub-divisional

THE EDITORIAL PAGE
SYNDICATEvs LAW

Uttar Dinajpur incident stems
from culture of impunity. CM
Mamata Banerjee must
ensure law takes its course
PAGE 8

court, which sent him to police
custody for five days.
Meanwhile, Governor CV
Ananda Bose has sought a report
on the incident from Chief

Minister Mamata Banerjee. “The
Governor was shocked by the in-
cident, which was caught in a
video, and called it barbarous...
He condemned the incidentand
has sought animmediate report
from the Chief Minister,” a Raj
Bhavan official said.

In a video statement, Bose
said he would visit the area on
Tuesday and meet the couple.
“The series of ghastly violence in
Chopra, Cooch Behar and
Kolkata are revolting, disgusting,
shocking and shattering... what

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Chital stock dwindling in Kuno,
plan to move out excess cheetahs

Leopards behind loss of prey base, so tigers as check an option

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI, JULY 1

THE PROJECT Cheetah authori-
ties have reached an in-principle
decision to shift surplus cheetahs
from Kuno national park to
Gandhi Sagar wildlife sanctuary
after the monsoon. At present,
Kuno has 26 cheetahs, including
13 cubs and sub-adults.

This follows a reassessment
of Kuno's cheetah carrying ca-
pacity — pegged at 21 in the
Project Action Plan — necessi-
tated by a staggering loss of over
25 per cent since 2022 of Kuno’s

An estimated 2,250 chital
were lostin a year at Kuno

prime cheetah prey base: the
chital population.

Theloss of an estimated 2,250
chital within a year has con-
founded the project team as the

seven cheetahs that managed to
hunt in the wild outside the en-
closures during that period took
down only around 50 chital.

Since authorities have ruled
out largescale poaching of chital
for bushmeat due to the pres-
ence of too many boots and cam-
eras on the ground, in the dock
is Kuno’s 90-strong leopard pop-
ulation.

[ronically, leopards are also
frustrating the efforts to stock
and breed a cheetah prey base in
Gandhi Sagar wildlife sanctuary
by sneaking into a 60 sq km en-
closure to feed on chital brought

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Captain Rohit told us, he can’t climb this mountain
alone... he will need everyone’s oxygen: Suryakumar

PAGE1
ANCHOR

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI, JULY1

IT HAS not even been 24 hours
since India's much-awaited T20
World Cup win and Suryakumar
Yadav is amused by the contrast
in the curfew-like view of the
street below his team hotel at
Barbados and the videos of mass
celebrations that he has been
getting from back home.
Suryakumar had returned

from a post-win party, where the
entire team danced till the wee
hours, to find 1,014 Whatsapp
congratulatory messages on his
phone. But ask him about the
game and his sleep-deprived
mind comes alive as he recalls
the riveting speech captain Rohit
Sharma gave at the team huddle,
minutes before the final against
the South Africans.

Talking to The Indian Express
from Barbados, Surya, whose
spell-binding catch on the ropes
to dismiss David Miller turned
the match on its head, says, “He
told us to keep it simple but said,
‘I can’t climb this mountain

Indian batsman Suryakumar Yadav with captain Rohit
Sharma. AP/PTI

alone. IfThave to reach the peak,
I will need everyone’s oxygen'.
He also said, 'Joh bhi hai, paon
mein, dimag mein, dil mein
(Whatever you have in your legs,
mind and heart), just bring
everything to the game. If that
happens, we will not regret the
night'. We all were moved.”

If Rohit moved with his ac-
tion and words, coach Rahul
Dravid, Suryakumar recalls, set
the mood with a simple slide
presentation that made themre-
alise that they would have torise
to the occasion.

“He showed a graph of the
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Maximum police
custody still 15 days,
can be spread over
two months: Shah

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY1

ASTHE new criminal laws — the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS) and the Bharatiya
Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA) to re-
place the Indian Penal Code,
1860, the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1973, and the Indian
Evidence Act, 1872, respectively
— came into effect Monday,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
clarified that the maximum pe-
riod of police custody under the
BNSS would remain 15 days,
with provision to be spread over
amaximum of two months.
There were concerns that the
BNSS extends the period of po-
lice custody of an accused.
Addressing a press confer-
ence, Shah said the maximum
police custody under the BNS, too,
would remain 15 days, like the
IPC. “I want to clarify that in BNS

also, the remand period s 15 days.
Earlier, if an accused was sent to
police remand and he got himself
admitted ina hospital for 15 days,
there was no interrogation as his
remand period would expire. In
BNS, there will be remand for a
maximum 15 days, but it can be
taken in parts within an upper
limit of 60 days,” he said.

Shah said the new laws would
ensure “justice instead of punish-
ment” and “speedy trial instead
of delays”. Justice would be deliv-
ered “up to the level of Supreme
Court” within three years of an
FIR being registered, he said.

Shah also said that the first
case registered under the BNS
was related to a motorcycle theft
in Madhya Pradesh'’s Gwalior at
10 minutes past midnight. “The
case was for a value of
Rs 1,80,000... The case against a
street vendor in Delhi was not

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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On FIRs & hearing of
accused, BNSS sections
fly in face of SC rulings

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, JULY'1

A14-DAY timeline for the police
to register an FIR in cognizable
cases; the right of the ac-
cused to be heard even
before a case is made out
against him — at least two
key changes in proce-
dural laws in the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS) fly in the face of
landmark Supreme Court judge-
ments on these issues.

The BNSS has replaced the
Code of Criminal Procedure
(CrPC),1973.

On registration of an FIR im-
mediately, the BNSS, under
Section 173(3), states that for
cognizable offences, where the

EXPLAINED

punishment is more than three
years but less than seven years,
apolice officeris allowed 14 days
to conduct a preliminary enquiry
before registering an FIR and
then proceed with investigation
in the case.

“...Police, considering
the nature and gravity of
the offence,—

(i) proceed to conduct
preliminary enquiry to
ascertain whether there exists a
prima facie case for proceeding
in the matter within a period of
fourteen days; or

(ii) proceed with investiga-
tion when there exists a prima
facie case,” the law states.

This change goes against the
landmark 2013 Supreme Court
ruling in Lalita Kumari vs State of
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e Lankan Navy officer’s death

Jaffna, arriving around 5 am, a sail
that took longer than expected
due to heavy winds and rough
weather. “The boat driver says it
was only upon arrival at the Sri
Lankan harbour that they saw the
Navy officers shifting an injured
person from the Navy’sboat toan
ambulance waiting there,”
sources said, quoting the boat dri-
ver’s statement.

V Anandan, the trawler’s
owner, expressed hope that the
murder charges would not hold.
“The fishermen left Nagapattinam
harbour around 4 am on June 21
and were supposed to return by
the evening of June 26,” Anandan
told The Indian Express. “Over a
dozen Indian boats were in the
vicinity when the Navy inter-
cepted our boat. Realising the
Navy's actions, they all fled the
scene.” They informed Anandan
around 2.30 am that his boat had
been seized along with the crew.

He said that the fishermen
were usually paid a collection
amount, which varies from Rs
3,000 to 10,000, or about 22 to
25% of the total profit, depending
on the catch after a usually five-
day fishing expedition.

The SriLankan Navy insists the
Indian trawler was well within Sri
Lankan waters when intercepted,
more than43 nautical miles from
the Indian coast, which is
Nagapattinam. Indian waters
from Nagapattinam end at ap-
proximately 40 nautical miles.
Pandian, a fisherman from
Nagapattinam who frequently
travels to the same region, argued
that trawlers often venture into Sri
Lankan waters during rough
weather too.

“Itisafact that we venture into
Sri Lankan waters for fishing in
desperate times. But variation of
2-3 nautical miles should not have
been a reason for the Navy’s ac-
tion. It's merely a matter of a 10-
minute sail toreturn to Indian wa-
ters,” said Pandian.

The arrested fishermen, in-
cluding seven from Naga-
pattinam, one from Cuddalore in
Tamil Nadu, and two from Andhra
Pradesh, were taken to the

Kankesanthurai Naval base, and
their trawler was seized.

Inan official statement, the Sri
Lankan Navy described the oper-
ation as an effort to “chase away
Indian poaching trawlers from Sri
Lankan waters”. During this oper-
ation, the statement said, a sailor
from the Navy Special Boat
Squadron sustained critical in-
juries due to the alleged aggres-
sive manoeuvres of the Indian
trawler and later died at the
Teaching Hospital in Jaffna.

While the Sri Lankan Navy
claims that they frequently en-
counter aggressive manoeuvres
by Indian trawlers, leading to in-
juries to naval personnel and
damage to their ships, the Indian
fishermen’s version tells a story of
unexpected confrontationand ar-
rest. The fishermen, now heldina
facility at Mailadi near
Kankesanthurai, await their fate.
Their relatives in India were busy
arranging legal assistance inJaffna.

Theincident occurred aday af-
ter Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M
K Stalin wrote to Union Minister
for External Affairs S Jaishankar,
urging him to secure the release
of 47 fishermen and their boats
currently in Sri Lankan custody.

The fishermen issue remains
a contentious point in India-Sri
Lanka relations, marked by inci-
dentswhere Lankan Navy person-
nel have fired atIndian fishermen
in the Palk Strait and seized their
boats for allegedly entering Sri
Lankan territorial waters. The Palk
Strait, a narrow waterway sepa-
rating Tamil Nadu from Sri Lanka,
is arich fishing ground for fisher-
men from both nations. However,
the waters are fraught with con-
flict, as fishermen from India are
often arrested for inadvertently
crossing into Sri Lankan territory
due to the proliferation of bottom
trawlers on the Indian side.

The Sri Lankan Navy reported
that they have arrested over 200
Indian fishermen and seized 27
trawlers for illegal fishing in Sri
Lankan waters this year alone. In
2023, the Navy apprehended 240
Indian fishermen and confiscated
35 trawlers on similar charges.

FROMPAGE ONE
Rahul debuts as Leader of Opposition

This prompted arare interven-
tion and rebuttal by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi who said
it was a matter of concern that
Hinduism was being equated
with hate and violence. Gandhi
said he was talking about the BJP
and the ruling party is not the sole
representative of Hinduism. "Ye
thekanahi hai BIP ka," he said.

It was not just Modi.

Several senior ministers, in-
cluding Amit Shah, Rajnath Singh,
Shivraj Singh Chouhan and
Bhupender Yadav, got up to
counter Gandhi’s charges and
claims on multiple occasions. All
along, Opposition members ral-
lied behind Gandhi signalling that
the electoral unity had carried
over to Parliament as well.

Gandhiinvoked one of his ear-
lier themes of framing Hinduism
in opposition to Hindutva.
Holding a picture of Shiva, he in-
voked the “abhaya mudra” to say
Shiva’s message is all about fear-
lessness and non-violence and re-
iterated his “daro mat”, “darao
mat” message — arefrain from his
speeches going back to 2017.

From the rise in prices to
Manipur, unemployment, de-
monetisation, Agniveer and paper
leaks, Gandhi used each to criti-
cise the Modi Government. He ac-
cused it of treating Agniveers as
“use and throw labourers” and
pushing Manipur into civil war.
On NEET, he said it is no longer a
professional exam but has be-
come a “commercial” one, suited
forrich students.

He accused the BJP of not fol-
lowing the essential tenets of
Hinduism and charged it with
spreading hate and violence
against minorities. He accused
Modi of having created an atmos-
phere of fear even within the BJP,
curbing dissent and targeting the
Opposition. He also sent a mes-
sagetoallies in the INDIA bloc say-
ing he doesn’t “just represent the
Congress party” and that he will
“treatevery single party withlove

and affection.” “When [ became
LoP,Irealised something thatI had
notrealised before. . .Afterbecom-
ing LoP, all my personal dreams,
my personal aspirations, my per-
sonal fears have to be put aside. [
amnow actually two people.lam
not one person. I am a
Constitutional personand my job
is to be LoP to represent all these
parties equally. In fact, I don’t just
represent the Congress party. [
represent every single party. And
I have to treat every single party
with love and affection. So when
Hemant Sorenisinjail or (Arvind)
Kejriwalisinjail, it should hurt me,
itshould disturbme.”

And his message to the gov-
ernment: “This country hasa gov-
ernment and you are the govern-
ment...elected by the people... but
Iwould say to you that as individ-
ual members as the Cabinet, you
donotspread fear, that youdo not
spread hatred in this country...Do
not be fearful... Even the Cabinet
members, do not be fearful. You
have a Constitutional position...
Thatis the way this country has to
be run. We, as the Opposition,
don’ttake usas yourenemies. We
are notyour enemies...We are sin-
cerely here to make your work
easier aslongas you follow the ba-
sic principles that we have stated.”

“Ilam more than happy, all of
usare more than happy, todiscuss
anything you want without being
nasty, without being aggressive...
So please let us work together to
take this country forward. Youare
the government. We have to ac-
cept that. You got 240 seats. So |
congratulate you on that. At least
acceptit...Solwould say we want
to both work for this country,
work with the spirit of bravery,
work without violence, work
without hatred.”

Earlier, Gandhi invoked Lord
Shiva and “Abhaya mudra™ and
said those who call themselves
Hindus are spreading violence
and hatred round the clock.

“Shiv ji kahte hain, daro mat,

darao mat, aur abhay mudra
dikhate hain. Ahimsa ki baat karte
hain aur trishool ko zamin me
gaarh dete hain aurjo logapne aap
ko Hindu kahte hain woh 24 ghanta
hinsa, hinsa, hinsa, nafrat, nafrat,
nafiat, asatya, asatya, asatya. Aap
Hindu ho hinahin. (Lord Shiva says
do not be fearful...he buries the
Trishul in the ground and those
who call themselves Hindus, they
chant violence, hatred, un-
truth...You are not a Hindu),”
Gandhisaid, adding that Hindu re-
ligion clearly prescribes that one
should always follow the truth.
“Our symbol is Abhaya Mudra
(fearlessness),” Gandhi said,
showing his right hand and ask-
ing his party members to show
the symbol. As Gandhi made his
remarks, BJP members protested
and sought an apology from him.
To this, Rahul said that the shout-
ing was because the “arrow had
struck the heart.” “You are not a
Hindu... Itis clearly said in Hindu
religion that one should stand
with the truth and should not be
afraid of the truth,” he added.
Speaker Om Birla said that Gandhi
is the Leader of Oppositionand his
remarks should not hurt anyone.
Thefirst torise was Modi, who
accused Rahul of calling “the en-
tire Hindu society violent”. When
Rahul said that Modi or the BJP
didn’t stand in for “entire Hindu
society”, other BJPleaders includ-
ing Shah recorded their objection.
To this, Gandhi clarified that his
remarks were targeted at the BJP.
“Narendra Modi is not the entire
Hindu society. The BJP is not the
entire Hindu society. The RSS is
nottheentire Hindusociety... The
BJP has not taken any contract...
All are Hindus here,” Gandhi said
He then said that even
Ayodhya — the birthplace of Lord
Ram — had sent a message to the
BJP, going on to shake hands with
Samajwadi Party MP Awadhesh
Prasad, who defeated BJP’s Lallu
Singh in the Faizabad seat which
covers Ayodhya. “How far they

have spread fear, I will give you an
example of Ayodhya,” Gandhi
said, alleging that people of
Ayodhya whose land was ac-
quired for the airport have not re-
ceived compensation till date.

“Ayodhya ki janata ko daraya,
poore desh ko dara diya (The peo-
ple of Ayodhya were intimidated,
the entire country was intimi-
dated.),” he said. Gandhi took
swipes at the PM for his statement
made in an interview during the
poll campaign of his perception
that he may be on a mission, di-
vinely ordained. “The parmaatma
speaks to Modiji's aatma directly,
unlike us humans,” he said, won-
dering at one point whether de-
monetisation followed such “a
message” from God.

Rahul also referred to another
claim by Modi that it took a film
for people to “get to know about
Mahatma Gandhi”. “Can you un-
derstand the ignorance... that a
movie has revived the Father of
the Nation?” he said. At one point,
Birla tried to interject saying
everyone should respect the PM.
Rahul said he did respect the PM
and was only repeating what he
(the PM) himself had said.

Rahul tried to draw a differ-
ence between Modi and his min-
isters. “WhenIcame in the morn-
ing, Rajnath Singh greeted me
with a smile. Now Modijiis sitting.
No smile... serious. Namaste bhi
nahin karte.... kahin Modijina dekh
le (He doesn’t even greet, afraid
that Modi ji might notice)... The
same story is of Nitin Gadkari...
ArreAyodhya kijanta ko chodo, yeh
toh BIPwalon ko darate hain (Leave
aside Ayodhya people, Modieven
has BJP people scared).”

Again, Modi stood up, this
time to counter: “Loktantrane aur
samvidhan ne mujhe sikhaya hai
kimujhe vipaksh ke neta ko gamb-
heerta se lena chaahiye
(Democracy and the Constitution
have taught me to take the Leader
of the Opposition withall serious-
ness).”

e Chital stock dwindling in Kuno

from the state’s prey-rich forests.

While Madhya Pradesh is in
the process of bringing 1,500 chi-
tals to replenish the dwindling
stock at Kuno and looking to dis-
patch another lot to Gandhi
Sagar, the project authorities
have acknowledged the limita-
tions of draining other habitats
of prey without a strategy to re-
duce leopard predation. The
Cheetah Project Steering
Committee is considering a pro-
posal for introducing a larger cat
in the Kuno mix to reduce leop-
ard activities and ease the pres-
sure on the prey base.

“A few larger cats can domi-
nate the space now densely

packed with leopards in Kuno
and eventually impact their pre-
dation and breeding. If lions are
not an option, a few tigers will
have the same effect,” said a
project scientist, adding that
Cheetah Project Steering
Committee chairperson Rajesh
Gopal proposed the remedy ata
recent meeting.

When contacted, Rajesh
Gopal said that bringing tigers
would be a biological approach
aimed at fostering ecological
niches. “Kuno has one of India’s
highest density of leopards and
they cannot be tossed around.
Cheetahs and leopards co-exist
with lions in Africa. In a land-
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scape frequented by tigers, they
are the natural choice in Kuno,”
he said.

Over the last 15 years, four
male tigers reached Kuno from
Rajasthan’s Ranthambhore tiger
reserve. One of those tigers is be-
lieved to be still present in the
larger Kuno landscape. The plan
is to translocate a couple of fe-
males and expect males to show
up on their own to establish a
founder population in Kuno.

Larger cats, though, are notan
option for Gandhi Sagar yet
where the challenge at handis to
take leopards out of the prey en-
closure. “Though easier said than
done, we will divide the areaand
try to secure one compartment
at a time like we did in Kuno in
2022,” said a senior forest official.

Aretired forest officer who
served in Kuno, however, refused
to buy the “leopard theory” be-
hind the fall in chital numbers:
“Look at the scale of the (chital)
population slide. Are Kuno's leop-
ards selectively preying on chi-
tals? Or are we downplaying the
impact of bushmeat poaching?”

A few state forest officials
also questioned the consistency
of the estimation drives. Over the
last two decades, project scien-
tists reported per-sq-km chital
density of 5(2006),36(2011),52
(2012)and 69 (2013) in Kuno.In
2021, they used two methods —
camera trapping and distance
sampling — to come up with two
densities — 38 and 23 per sq km
— of chitals.

Going by the lower density of
23 per sq km, the Cheetah Task
Force estimated more than
8,000 chitals in Kuno wildlife
sanctuary (345 sq km) in 2021.
The state has released at least
750 chitals in Kuno since.

Within a year of introducing
the first batch of cheetahs in
September 2022, the number of
chitals fell to an estimated 6,500
inKuno. The downward trend, it
is learnt, has not reversed since.

e PM, ministers rebut Rahul: Don’t defame Hinduism

This itself was rare because
members recalled later that the
PM had done it only once earlier
during a speech by Congress
leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
in the last Lok Sabha.

While Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh accused Gandhi of
“misleading” the House, Shah,
who made fourinterventions dur-
ing the speech, said Gandhi had
made several remarks which
“were not true and without facts”
and he should “authenticate”
them. At one point, Shah turned
toSpeaker Om Birla: “You are go-
ing beyond rules to give them a
one-sided concession. We should
be protected. This does not work
like that.”

Gandhi’s attack on the gov-
ernment over the Agniveer
scheme prompted Rajnath Singh
to say that the Congress leader
was attempting to mislead the
House.

“He should not try to mislead

the House by making wrong
statements. Financial assistance
of Rs 1 croreis given to the family
of the Agniveer who sacrifices his
life while protecting our borders
or during war," Singh said.

Countering Gandhi’s allega-
tion that it was a “scheme by the
PM”, Singh said there had been
direct communication with
many people and 158 organisa-
tions were consulted for sugges-
tions on the scheme and that it
wasa “well thought-out scheme”.

When Gandhi slammed the
government over farmer-related
issues including MSP for crops,
Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan objected and accused
him of “misleading” the House.
Union Minister Gajendra Shekha-
wat also rose to defend the gov-
ernment’s policies in the agricul-
ture sector.

Union Ministers Kiren Rijiju
and Bhupender Yadav too inter-
vened at different times during

Gandhi’s speech.

While Rijiju, the Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister, repeat-
edly warned Gandhi to follow
House rules, Yadav quoted rules
multiple times to send warnings.

Later, Information and
Broadcasting Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw, along with Rijiju and
BJP leader Sudhanshu Trivedi,
held a press conference to rebut
Gandhi’s allegations.

The ruling party benches re-
mained silent on Gandhi’s re-
marks on the issue of Manipur, ir-
regularities in NEET and the B]P’s
electoral defeat in Ayodhya. BJP
allies too remained calm.

Onthe otherside, INDIA allies
backed Gandhi. TMC's Kalyan
Banerjee rose several times from
his seat to back Gandhi’s right to
express his views and his col-
league Saugata Roy read out from
the rule books to counter the BJP.
TMC, DMK and SP MPs lined up
to greet Gandhi after his speech.

e Bengal flogging: Murder attempt charge invoked

we are seeing in different pockets
of Bengalis ghastly murder. There
is bloodbath on the streets of
Bengal,” he said.

“..Most disgusting and inhu-
mansightisahapless woman be-
ingbeatenin frontof the people.Is
there a police force here? People
are asking who is a thief and who
is a cop? That difference has
blurred. Criminalisation has taken
place. Even some IPS officers are
playing to the gallery... Is there a
police minister here? Is it not his/
her job to see that violence ends
here,” he said. Saying that “goons
have taken over”, Bose promised
action. “Those responsible for this,
especially in the government, will
have to answer for this. This is not
aJungle Raj. Jungle is better as no
animal kills for thrill. This is the
only place where you kill for thrill.
This cannot go on. This has to
stop,” he said.

The National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) has also is-
sued notices to the state's Chief
Secretary and Director General of
Police, seeking a detailed report
in one week. “It (the report)
should include the status of the
police investigation in the mat-
ter, health status of the victims
and medical treatment, if any,
provided to them. The
Commission would also like to
know about the steps taken/ pro-
posed to be taken by the state
government to ensure that such
incidents of violation of the hu-
manrights of the citizens, by po-
litically protected goons, do not
recur,” the NHRC said.

The Commission stated that
“given the gravity of the matter”, it
had decided to send its team to
Uttar Dinajpur for a “spot en-
quiry”. “The reported cruel and
disgraceful act of the miscreants

in the instant incident without
any fear of law indicates that the
state authorities have not learnt
any lessons, neither from the
shameful incidents that occurred
in the past nor from the concern
raised by us,” the NHRC observed.

The incident is reported to
have taken place ata “salishisabha
(kangaroo court)” on June 28.
Police lodged a suo motu case af-
ter a purported video clip of the
assault was circulated on social
media. The manwho appeared to
be leading the assault was identi-
fied as Hossain.

“A case has been initiated un-
derIPCSections 323,325,354,307,
34.The sections are related to at-
tempt to murder,assault with the
intent to outrage the modesty of
woman, voluntarily causing griev-
ous hurtand commonintention,”
a senior police officer said on
Monday.

e Police custody still 15 days: Shah

the first case registered under the
BNS; police have disposed of the
Delhi case by using the provision
of review,” he said.

“After 77 years of
Independence, thisis the first time
that the country’s criminal justice
system is turning ‘swadeshi’ and
will function completely on the
basis of Indian ethos. These laws
will beimplemented at every po-
lice station. Replacing the British-
era criminal system, the laws
passed by the Indian Parliament...
will allow justice instead of pun-
ishment and speedy trial instead
of delays. Earlier, the rights of po-
lice personnel were protected;
now, the rights of victims and
complainants will be protected,”
he said.

Responding to questions on
objections raised by some, includ-
ing MPs from Tamil Nadu, to the
new laws being named in Hindi,
Shah said the laws would be avail-
able in all regional languages. “I
want tosay one thing, thattheen-
tire law will be made available in
Tamil and the proceedings will
also be in Tamil,” he said.
Appealing to stakeholders to
come forward with their griev-
ances, he said: “If they have any
opposition to the name, they can
raiseitby meeting me. Neither the
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister nor
these MPs have sought time to
meet me.”

“I am ready to meet anyone
whowants. We willmeetandalso
review. But please do not do poli-
tics,” he said, responding to ques-
tions about protests from
Opposition leaders.

Shah said these laws were
discussed in Lok Sabha for a total
of 9 hours and 29 minutes, and
in Rajya Sabha for 6 hours 17
minutes. Suggestions were
sought from all MPs, Chief
Ministers, Supreme Court and
High Court Judges, IPS officers
and Collectorsin 2020, he said. “I
have attended 158 consultative
meetings for preparing a Bill...
The Bill was sent to the Home
Ministry committee, which dis-
cussed it for about three months.
Most of the suggestions for re-
forms in criminal laws were in-
corporated, except four of a po-
litical nature. Giving political
colour to this change is not good,
there are many other issues for

politics,” he said.

With the implementation of
the new laws, India would have
the most modern criminal justice
system in the world, Shah said.
“Justice can be received up to the
level of the Supreme Court within
three years of the registration of
the FIR,” he said. “The new laws
bring in a modern justice system,
incorporating provisions such as
Zero FIR, online registration of po-
lice complaints, summons
through electronicmodes such as
SMS, and mandatory videography
of crime scenes for all heinous
crimes,” he said.

“The new laws have made
forensicinvestigation mandatory
in offences punishable by seven
years or more, which will help
speed upjustice and take the con-
viction rate up to 90 per cent.99.9
per cent police stations across the
country have been computerised
and the process of generating e-
record was already started in
2019... The new laws also set a
deadline for the completion of all
procedures, full implementation
of the laws will end the endless
wait for justice,” he said.

Shah said the judicial process
would now be time-bound, end-
ing long delays. According to the
new laws, judgment in criminal
cases has to be delivered within
45 days of completion of trialand
charges must be framed within
60 days of the first hearing. The
new laws promote a justice-cen-
tric approach by providing com-
munity service for minor crimes,
he said.

He said the new statutes were
made more sensitive by adding a
chapteron crimes against children
and women, and the inquiry re-
portinsuch cases have to be filed
within seven days.

“Foryears, there hasbeenade-
mand for a law for mob lynching.
For the first time, mob lynching
has been defined with punish-
ment from seven years of impris-
onment up to life imprisonment
and even death penalty... Earlier,
the British system had enacted
laws that were meant to protect
theirownrule. Thisis the first time
that these laws are being
changed,” Shah said.

The three laws were passed by
Parliament in December through
avoice vote in both Houses.

¢ BNSS sections

Uttar Pradesh that it is mandatory
for the police to register an FIR.
Registration of an FIR without de-
lay is a direction reiterated by the
Supreme Court in several cases
since the Lalita Kumari guidelines.

“While the Lalita Kumari
judgement mandates that FIRs
must be registered if the infor-
mation discloses a cognizable of-
fence, and allows preliminary en-
quiries only to determine if a
cognizable offence is revealed,
the BNSS, 2023, expands this
scope. Under BNSS, preliminary
enquiries are conducted to ascer-
tain if there is a prima facie case
for offences punishable with
three years or more but less than
seven years of imprisonment.
Unlike the Lalita Kumari guide-
lines, which specify categories
like matrimonial disputes, com-
mercial offences, and medical
negligence, BNSS applies broadly
toall relevant offences within the
defined punishment range,”
states the Standard Operating
Procedure for police by the
Bureau of Police Research &
Development.

On the right of the accused to
be heard, the BNSS makes a key
change in the provision. Section
200 of the CrPC prescribes the
procedure relating to examination
of a complainant by the magis-
trate while taking cognizance. It
mandates that a magistrate tak-
ing cognizance cando so after ex-
amining the complainanton oath.
Once cognizance is taken, the ac-
cused is then formally sum-
moned.

The BNSS, in Section 223, re-
tains the provision but adds a cu-
rious proviso or exception.
“Provided that no cognizance of
an offence shall be taken by the
Magistrate without giving the ac-
cused an opportunity of being

heard,” the exception states. This
means that a magistrate cannot
even take cognizance of an of-
fence without hearing the ac-
cused. Thisisanew development
since the settled law does not al-
low the accused to produce docu-
ments even after the cognizance
stage.

“Anaccused also has the right
to remain silent before a case is
made out against him. There is a
chance that the judge may refuse
totake cognizance, so compelling
the accused to speak may preju-
dice his rights,” advocate Soutik
Banerjee told The Indian Express.

The Supreme Court, in its
2004 decisionin State of Orissavs
Debendranath Padhi, had said
that the accused does not have a
right to produce documents to
prove their innocence during the
Framing of Charges stage of a trial.
The judge canonly consider mate-
rial produced by the prosecution
to avoid a “roving and fishing in-
quiry” and a “mini-trial at the
framing of charges stage.”

The BNSS provision also re-
stricts the scope forajudge to take
cognizance in offences where the
accused isapublic servantand the
offence is alleged to have been
committed in the course of his
discharge of official function.

The judge cannot take cog-
nizance “unless” the accused pub-
lic servantis given an opportunity
to“makeassertions as to the situ-
ation thatled tothe incident soal-
leged” and his superior officer
submits a report containing the
factsand circumstances of the in-
cident.

The CrPC provision does not
have this wide exemption - it only
exempts examination of the com-
plainant when the complainantis
a public servant and is acting in
discharge of his official duties.

e Captain Rohit told us, he can’t climb this mountain alone... he will need everyone’s oxygen: Suryakumar

number of T20 games the entire
Indian team had played -- from
Virat bhai to Yashasvi Jaiswal (the
most junior member). That num-
ber was 800-plus,” says Surya.
“And then he showed a second
slide that had the number of
games that the entire coaching
staff, including Rahul bhai, had
played — that number was 1. He
said to us, ‘You are the best judge
here to make the right call at the
right time. So leave every other
thing to us, go out there and en-
joyyour game'.”

Suryakumar says the team
had a motto that was followed all
through the campaign. “Before
the start, we decided that we
won't talk about what lies ahead
in the tournament. Nobody

thought about Super 8 and the
same was true for the finals in
Barbados. Our mind has to be
where our feet are -- that was our
motto,” he says.

On Rohit’s leadership style,
Suryakumar says, “He connects
with the players. Off the field, be
itinahotel room, or on the beach,
he connects with everyone. So
when a crunch situation comes,
players know that he (Rohit) will
backus.One feels I have to deliver
for this man for the confidence
and respect he gives toeveryone.”

Surya says the team's never-
quit spirit, which came in handy
during key moments in the tour-
nament - be it in the game
against Pakistan, where India
came backlate in the game, or the

final, when they rallied together
tofight despite South Africaneed-
ingjust 26 runs from 24 balls with
six wickets intact - stems from a
deep self-belief.

“Everyone, starting from the
captain, was relaxed because we
knew that one magical thing will
happen and we will be back in
the game. And the way Bumrah
and Arshdeep bowled was re-
markable.”

He says he will remember the
final not just for his catch, but for
two moments, which, he says,
will stay with him for years to
come.

One of these is of the acutely
self-conscious Dravid letting him-
self go when Kohli thrust the tro-
phy into his hand. “That 30-sec-

ond clip, when he took the trophy
in his hand and screamed... that
moment when he expressed his
happiness. I think I will save that
clip for life,” Suryakumar says.

The second imagery is that of
Rohit Sharma down on his knees
on the turf after the game was
won. “The way he fell down, ate
some grass off the ground and
tasted some mud on the pitch.
These moments will stay with me
foralongtime.”

Dravid’s guiding hand
through the World Cup might
not have materialised had it not
been for an intervention from
Rohit. “In the end, he (Dravid)
came and thanked Rohit and
said, “Thank you, Rohit, for that
phone call in November”, be-

cause he didn't want to continue
after (India's loss in) the 50-over
World Cup but Rohit and Jay sir
(BCCI secretary Jay Shah) con-
vinced him to stay.”

Along with Dravid and Rohit,
Kohli has also announced his re-
tirement from international
T20s, and Surya shares what he
learnt from the Indian batting
master of this era. “He is a power-
house of energy on the ground,
irrespective of his performance.
Ifyou see, till the final, things did-
n’t go as he wanted to but the
way he carried himself on the
field... He was taking partin team
get-togethers, practice sessions,
everything. He was aleader in his
ownway.”

And Kohli's fitness. “In 2022,

whenImade my debut, I did most
of the batting with him during the
bilateral series and then the
World Cup. I realised then that if
I have to bat with Virat Kohli, [
have to match his fitness because
he takes two quick runs by push-
ing aball in the gaps and then he
slams a four.”

In the end, it's to that catch
that Suryareturns to. “The catch
photo which many people are
sending me, some have a ball
picture, some have morphed the
ball with the trophy. I will carry
this with me for two years and
will replicate it in the next World
Cup! It was my fourth ICCevent,
and my first win. I will remem-
ber this for along time. Firstis al-
ways special.”
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TREE FELLING IN RIDGE

Forest secy: Govt panel
with ministers asits
members flouts rules

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY1

ON THE day that a meeting of a
panel formed to look into the al-
legations of illegal tree felling in
the Ridge was to be held, the
principal secretary  of
Environment and Forest depart-
ment questioned the legality of
the committee and its formation.

The principal secretary of
Environment and Forest, inalet-
ter to the Lt Governor VK Saxena,
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
and Environment Minister
Gopal Rai, said that the commit-
tee comprising ministers Atishi,
Saurabh Bharadwaj and Imran
Hussain was formed on Saturday
without the orders of Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal.The
committee had called senior of-
ficers of the government, includ-
ing the principal secretary of
Environment and Forest, AK
Singh, for the meeting.

Last week, the Supreme
Court had asked the DDA Vice
Chairman to inform it whether
the Lt Governor had visited the
site and directed cutting of trees.
The bench cited the report of an
Enquiry Committee set up by
DDA to investigate who ordered
the tree felling. It said emails sent
purportedly by the executive en-
gineer to the contractor showed
that the L-G had given the order
but the engineer denied sending
the emails.

Sources in the government
said that the report for the de-
partment, sought by Rai has not
been submitted yet.

In his letter, Singh wrote that
the formation of the committee

Withdraw order
on transfer of
teachers: Atishi

New Delhi: Education Minister
Atishi has instructed the educa-
tion secretary to immediately
withdraw the recent mandatory
transfer orders for teachers who
have served in the same school for
over 10years, a statement said on
Monday.

According to the official state-
ment, the directive follows the is-
suance of compulsory transfer or-
ders by the Directorate of
Education (DoE) without the min-
ister’s approval, prompting back-
lash from the teaching commu-
nity. Adelegation of teachers met
Atishi Monday to submita mem-
orandum. Responding to this,
Atishiemphasised the “detrimen-
tal impact” such transfers could
have on the unique teacher-stu-
dent relationships built over
the years.

She underscored the impor-
tance of maintaining stable edu-
cational environments, noting
that administrative decisions
should not undermine morale of
teachers, the statement said. PTI

The Supreme Court had last week quizzed the DDA over the
felling of trees in the protected Ridge area. Archive

could be seen as contempt of
court since the Supreme Court
has already constituted an inde-
pendent fact-finding committee
for the purpose. “...constituting
another committee (in the name
of fact finding) when the apex
court is already seized of the
matter, is not only improper but
may also invite contempt of the
court for interfering in the judi-
cial process of fact finding in this
matter,” he wrote.

He also claimed that the
committee was formed in viola-
tion of provisions of the
Transaction of Business of the
Government of National Capital
Territory of Delhi Rules since he
was being asked to report to the
Urban Development minister
(Bharadwaj) without any ex-
pressed orders from the Chief
Minister. Kejriwal is currently in
judicial custody in connection
with the excise policy case.

“It may also be noted that the
Environment and Forest minis-
ter is not even a member of the

committee... The committee is
nothing but a 'Group of
Ministers' which has not been
constituted by the Cabinet
(Council of Ministers)... The said
fact-finding committee has been
constituted under the signatures
of Saurabh Bharadwaj, UD min-
ister, without any due authority
or sanction from the Council of
Ministers,” he wrote.

This is not the first time that
the absence of the CM has been
cited as an impediment in gov-
ernance.

Earlier, the L-G had said that
the Mayoral elections could not
be held without consultation
with Kejriwal.

Sources in the Delhi govern-
ment, meanwhile, stated that
the letter shows that there was
“pressure” on officers to not ap-
pear before the committee.
“Some higher ups do not want
the truth to come out and some-
one at the top is scared of getting
exposed,” a government source
said.

Court denies CM additional meetings with lawyers via video

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY1

FOR THE second time, Delhi’s
Rouse Avenue Court Monday dis-
missed an application moved by
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, whois currently in judi-
cial custody in the money laun-
dering and corruption cases
linked to the excise policy “scam”,
seeking additional meetings with
his lawyers via video conference.

Kejriwal had alleged that he
had 30-35 cases pending against
him due to which he required
consultations and discussions
with his lawyers. “The applica-
tion under consideration dis-
closes no new/fresh ground to
take a view different from the
earlier order dated 10.04.2024
(when Kejriwal's similar applica-
tion was dismissed),” said Special
Judge Kaveri Bawejain her order.

Meanwhile, the Delhi High
Court will hear on Tuesday the

CM'’s plea challenging his arrest
by the CBI in the alleged corrup-
tion case related to the excise pol-
icy, and the trial court’s June 26
order by which he was re-
manded to the agency’s custody
for three days. The matter s listed
before a single-judge bench of
Justice Neena Bansal Krishna.

A Delhi court Saturday sent
Kejriwal back to judicial custody
till July 12 as his three-day CBI
custody ended in the excise pol-
icy case. On Wednesday, he was

Mahila Samman scheme: Gahlot
seeks to expedite proposal, WCD
department says not so simple

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI,JULY1

TO EXPEDITE work on the AAP
Delhi government’s flagship
‘Mahila Samman Rashi’ scheme,
Women and Child Development
(WCD)Minister Kailash Gahlot di-
rected the department to “put up
a draft cabinet note” within a
week. The departmentisyettodo
so, citing technicalities.

The scheme, which aims to
provide every eligible woman
over 18 yearsan honorariumofRs
1,000 a month, was among the
topannouncements made during
the 2024 Delhi Budget ahead of
the Lok Sabha polls.Rs 2,000 crore
was allocated toiit.

In a note dated June 21 to the
Secretary of the WCD depart-
ment, Gahlot wrote, “In the
budget speech for the financial
year 2024-25, the Finance
Minister, Government of NCT of
Delhi, had announced a scheme,
‘Mukhya Mantri MahilaSamman
Yojana’, for the year 2024-25.
Under this scheme, every woman
above the age of 18 years will be
eligible to receive Rs 1000/- per
month. The department has not
sofar putup any proposal/cabinet

Women & Child Development
Minister Kailash Gahlot

note for implementation of the
scheme.”

“It is directed that a Draft
Cabinet Note be put up within this
week,” said the minister further.

The WCD department has yet
to put up a proposal or a cabinet
note, said sources.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
Gahlotsaid, “The Mahila Samman
Rashi scheme isa very progressive
scheme for women empower-
ment. [ have given directions to
the department to expedite the
work and put up a proposal so it
can be circulated to different de-
partments for comments. Once
the Cabinet approves it, the
process toimplement the scheme

can be started by the depart-
ment.”

Asked why the proposal was
not drafted, a senior WCD official
said it is not an easy process: “...
We need to create guidelines and
criteria on who all are eligible to
benefit from the scheme...”

This includes deciding if the
scheme should be based on resi-
dence or domicile. “... It shouldn’t
be the case that anyone living in
Noida or Ghaziabad comes to
Delhi and gets the money..,” said
the official, adding, “We have re-
quested the minister for a meet-
ing on July 3 to discuss the
scheme...”

The minister said that he
would check if he had received
any suchrequest from the depart-
ment.

Announcing the scheme in
March, CM Arvind Kejriwal had
said thatall women aged above 18
years excluding taxpayers, benefi-
ciaries of government pension
schemes and government em-
ployees, will be eligible for the
scheme. Senior government offi-
cials had earlier hinted that the
AAP government’s poll promise is
likely to be stuck with the CM in
jail. The CM is the head of the
Cabinet.

sent to CBI custody (the same
day that he was formally ar-
rested by the agency) for three
days, a day after he was ques-
tioned by the central agency in
Tihar Jail in the corruption case
linked to the excise policy.

The High Court Monday dis-
missed the bail pleas of BRS legis-
lator K Kavitha, in two cases of
corruption and money launder-
ing linked to the excise case.

Asingle-judge bench of Justice
Swarana Kanta Sharmasaid, “Itis

heartening to note that the appli-
cant, Smt K Kavitha, is a highly
qualified and well-accomplished
person, having made significant
contributions to politics and so-
cial work as enlisted by her in her
pleadings. The same were not dis-
puted by investigating agencies...
However, while deciding present
bail applications, though this
Court may appreciate these ac-
complishments, it cannot lose
sight of serious allegations lev-
elled by the prosecution...”
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thisirreparable loss.

Corps of Signals salutes Signallers who left us for their
heavenly abode during the month of Jun 2024.

(a) 15681930H Havildar Hari Singh Bhaskar
(b) 15712192N Lance Havildar  Chiranjitpal

(c) 15745325Y Naik Satender Kumar
(d) 15709315K Naik P Ponraj

(e) 15717704Y Lance Naik Masilamani P

(f) 15757387L Sigmn Sathish Kumar S

On behalf of the Corps, we sincerely pray to Almighty for peace
to the departed souls & strength to the bereaved families to bear
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CSIR-NATIONAL INSTITUTE
OF SCIENCE
COMMUNICATION

&
POLICY RESEARCH (NISCPR)
Vigyan Sanchar Bhawan,
Dr. K.S.Krishnan Marg, New Delhi-110012
Advt No. -NISCPR/1/1V/2024-R&A
Walk-in-Interview for Project Associate- I: 10, Project

Associate- II-12, Senior Project Associate- 05 &
Principal Project Associate- 01

CSIR-National Institute of Science Communication
Research
multidisciplinary national research laboratory invites
applications from bright, dynamic, and qualified Indian

Date of Walk-in-Interview: 04/07/2024
Reporting Time: From 09:00 AM to 11:00 AM

For detailed advertisement, desirable qualifications/
experience terms and conditions and application
visit
https://www.niscpr.res.in.

NISPR

Pt

(CSIR-NISCPR), a
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INDIAN INSTITUT
BUMR W3M8-140001 / Rupnagar,

TECHNOLOGY ROPAR

unjab-140001 Tele: +91-1881-231136
Advertisement No. ITRPR/FACRECT/01/2024

Indian Institute of Technology Ropar invites applications from dynamic and
dedicated candidates for the post of Assistant Professor Gr.l/ll in the School of
Artificial Intelligence and Data Engineering (AIDE).
For details regarding educational qualifications, experience, etc. please visit the
institute website https://www.iitrpr.ac.in/jobs/faculty-positions.

The last date for submission of online applications is 31.07.2024.
g oifidl REGISTRAR

Regd. Office: IDBI Tower, WTC Complex,

[@ IDBI BANK Cuffe Parade, Mumbai 400 005 -

1 Tel. 66553404
CIN: L65190MH2004G0I148838 IDBI Bank Ltd. e
Advertisement No.04/ 2024-25

Recruitment of Specialist Officers (2024-25)

IDBI Bank Ltd. invites online applications for the position(s) of Deputy General Manager

(DGM) — Grade D, Assistant General Manager (AGM) — Grade C, and Manager (Grade B) as
per below mentioned details:

Sr. ; Grade |
No. Functional Area B[ [ B [fotal
1_[Finance & Accounts 1121417
12 [ Audit-Information System 0/ 303

3 | Digital Banking & Emerging Payments (DB&EP) ol 1[1] 2
14 [Risk Management — Information Security Group (ISG) 1[5[3]9
15 | Security 0 21 2

6 [Fraud Risk Management Group 11413 8
_[Total 31150113[ 31

For eligibility criteria (age, work experience, job profile etc.), requisite fees and other details,
please visitthe ‘Careers’ section of the Bank’s website www.idbibank.in.
Onlme registration starts from July 01, 2024 till July 15, 2024.
= NOTE: IDBI Bank reserves the right to accept or reject any/ all application(s)
xamc without assigning any reason(s) whatsoever. Any addendum/modifications with
",.. regards to the selection process shall only be published on the Bank’s website
'f (career section) www.idbibank.in and not through any other media. Candidates are

% requestedto reqularly visit the website as above, for update in the matter.
Place — Mumbai

General Manager- HR
AT
755 SQMAIYA
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K ). SOMAIYA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

An Autonomous Institute permanently affiliated to University of Mumbai
Somaiya Ayurvihar Complex, Eastern Express Highway, Sion (E), Mumbai - 400 022.
Telephone: 022-44444400 | Email: principal.tech@somaiya.edu | Web: hitps://kjsit.somaiya.edu

MINORITY
APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED FOR THE FOLLOWING POSTS
FROM THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2024-2025
UN-AIDED
ﬁ;'. Cadre Subject I?tg(')gg- OPEN
1. | Professor| Computer Engineering 02 03
M.Tech (Artificial Intelligence) 01
2. | Associate | Electronics & Telecommunication Engineering 03 03
Professor| Computer Engineering 02 02
Information Technology 01 01
Artificial Intelligence & Data Science 02 02
3. | Assistant | Computer Engineering 04 04
Professor| Information Technology 04 04
Artificial Intelligence & Data Science 03 03
M.Tech (Artificial Intelligence) 01 01

The above post are open to all, however candidates from any category can apply for
the post.

Reservation for women will be as per University Circular No. BCC/16/74/1998
dated 10th March, 1998 & persons with disability will be as per University Circular
No. Special Cell/ICC/2019-20/05 dated 05th July, 2019.

Candidates having knowledge of Marathi will be preferred.

The Educational Qualification, Experience and pay scale for the posts of
Professor, Associate Professor & Assistant Professor are as prescribed by the
UGC, University of Mumbai, AICTE & DTE from time to time.

Please refer University Circular No. wf3mmes /fafemmes /<= fererr/qq/
2020-2039 faHi® 99 TMaRY, 2029 for qualifications and experience at the
time of interview.

Applicants who are already employed must send their application through proper
channel. Applicants are required to account for breaks, if any in their academic career.
Accommodation will be provided to most deserving candidates from outside.
Application with full details should reach the PRINCIPAL, K.J.SOMAIYA INSTITUTE
OF TECHNOLOGY, Somaiya Ayurvihar Complex, Eastern Express Highway, Sion,
Mumbai 400 022 within 15 days from the date of publication of this advertisement by

post and/or on principal.tech@somaiya.edu. This is University approved
’ Sd/-
PRINCIPAL I
o IIcye 3% A e Rrcrae ®
A IOF40]
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NEW CRIMINAL LAWS COME INTO FORCE

Day 1 off to a smooth start at city police
stations, 20 FIRs filed under new laws

PRAGYNESH &
ARNABJIT SUR
NEW DELHI, JULY1

ACOUPLE of minutes before mid-
night on June 30, the Seelampur
police station was relatively calm.
Atthe entrance, the Investigation
Officer (I0)and sub-inspector dis-
cussed the nitty gritty of a case —
possibly Seelampur’s last case un-
der the old criminal codes —with
afew people.

“We have just registered a
case under the Indian Penal Code.
And justafter 15 minutes, every-
thing will be registered under the
BNS,” said a police officer.

At 12 am on July 1, the three
new criminal laws — Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), the
Bharatiya Nagrik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS), and the
Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam
(BSA) — came into effect across
the country, preceded by weeks
of training and tests for the po-
lice force. These laws replace the
Indian Penal Code (IPC), 1860,
the Criminal Procedure Code
(CrPC), 1973, and the Indian
Evidence Act, 1872, respectively.

Back at the police station, at
8.30 am, officers received their
first complaint under the new
laws. The complainant was
Rohtash, a 30-year-old labourer
and aresident of a jhuggiin New
Seelampur. He was shot in the
arm at 60 Foota Road by two un-
known persons.

The victim claimed the two
accused were intoxicated and
passed comments at him, lead-
ing to an altercation. Rohtash
said the accused asked his part-
ner whether he should kill him
and took out a country pistol, fir-
ing at his arm.

At 8.47 am, the station’s first
FIR is registered under sections
109(1)and 3(5) of the BNS, 2023.
These correspond to sections 25
and 27 of the Arms Act, 1959.

Twenty kilometres away, at
Sagarpur police station, a police
officer said it would take time to
remember all sections under the

777 POLICE STATION
CONNAUGHT PLACE

e

Police officers set up a hoarding informing the public about the new laws at Connaught Place police station. Praveen Khanna

new system. “We know the old
ones. But now, we will have to
get it checked by the IO to ensure
everything is fine.”

“Right now, there will be
some problems. Like this CCTNS
(Crime and Criminal Tracking
Network & Systems) website.
Since it has been updated with
the new set of laws, it has been
misrepresenting the number of
pending cases,” she added.

The last case registered at
Sagarpur under the old criminal
laws was under IPC sections 380
and 457 which pertains to theft
and trespassing. Under BNS, it
would be sections 305 and
331(4) respectively.

At Palam police station, offi-
cers were still handling cases reg-
istered under the old criminal
code. The last IPC case registered
was under Section 375, which

Ashoka univ students
protest against tie-up
with Tel Aviv varsity

Not our stand, says management

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY'1

A GROUP of students at Ashoka
University staged a protest dur-
ing the convocation ceremony
held recently, challenging the in-
stitution’s partnership with Tel
Aviv University amid the ongo-
ing Israel-Palestine conflict.

Donning Arab attire and dis-
playing pro-Palestinian placards
on Saturday, the demonstrators
voiced their discontent with
“Ashoka’s continued association
with the Israeli institution”.

Responding to the develop-
ment, Ashoka University
Monday said it does not believe
in curtailing the freedom of its
students even as it added that
the act does not represent the
views of the varsity.

The protest stemmed from a
petition sent by the Student
Government to the university ad-
ministration in May, urging for the
severance of ties with Tel Aviv
University. The petition cited con-
cerns over the situation in Gaza,
stating, “We call upon...(to)imme-
diately suspend all existing aca-
demicand research collaborations
withTel Aviv(and)refrain fromen-
tering into any new agreements.”

However, the administration
rejected the request, prompting
the graduation day demonstra-
tion a month later.

A student, who graduated at
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Ashoka University. Express

the ceremony and was among
the protesters, said, “Approx-
imately 10-15 students from the
Young India Fellowship pro-
gramme, Ashoka’s postgraduate
diploma course, participated in
the protest. They displayed plac-
ards while wearing keffiyehs.”

Another student said, “It was
a moral imperative of me as a
student to use whatever space is
available for me (to protest).”

In a statement, Ashoka
University said, “Ashoka University
is committed to the principle of
freedom of speech and expression,
and does not believe in curtailing
this freedom for any individual or
group that is part of our commu-
nity. However, the views of any in-
dividual or group within the
Ashoka community do not repre-
sent the views of the University.”

The statement further read:
“Ashoka operates on the principle
of institutional neutrality, in keep-
ing with the best global conven-
tions. Hence, the university does
not take any political positions or
apply these positions to existing
relationships and partnerships.”

Gahlot: DCW-operated women’s
helpline 181 to be run by govt

New Delhi: Delhi women and
child development minister
Kailash Gahlot Monday said the
women'’s helpline 181, which
was operational till June 30 and
was being run by the Delhi
Commission for Women (DCW),
will now be run by his depart-
ment and won't be functional for

a few days. He said the central
government plans to make it
mandatory for the helpline to be
run by the Department of
Women and Child Development.

The post of the DCW chief
hasbeen lying vacant since Swati
Maliwal was nominated to Rajya
Sabha by the AAP.PTI

defines rape. Its corresponding
BNS section, 63, would have been
applicable in case the offence was
reported after June 30.

Officers at the police station
said under the new set of laws,
coordination will be the key.
“Now, forensic experts will be in-
volved in cases which have a
punishment of over seven years.
If there is an understanding be-
tween them and the police, it
will work. It will be a more swift
system. Else there will be issues,”
said an officer.

According to senior officers,
around 20 FIRs under the new
laws have been lodged across
police stations.

Training continues
Meanwhile, police personnel

across districts are still undergo-

ing training sessions to adapt to

new techniques of lodging FIRs
and recording evidence.

Said an officer, “Some officers
are still not well-versed with the
new laws and how to record
videos during anincident. This is
why last-minute training ses-
sions are being conducted at dif-
ferent police stations.”

An officer at RK Puram police
station said police personnel are
still being briefed on the imple-
mentation process. “The SHO
and even the district DCP are out
today for a session.”

Are there any challenges?
There are some, a few officers
admitted.

Several 10s The Indian
Express spoke to throughout the
day said that recording videos
on their phones, pertaining to
seizures or of a crime scene, is a
task due to lack of technologi-

cal know-how.

An investigating officer of
Nihal Vihar Police Station said,
“There was some confusion on
whether we have to record the
incident too apart from video-
graphing the search and seizure
process in a case... Inspector-
level officers have been sta-
tioned at the Delhi Police
Headquarters, and even at DCP
offices, to troubleshoot any such
query and I sought their aid.”

“There won’t be a problem
with registering cases. We have
the chart where corresponding
sections of BNS and BNSS to IPC
and CrPC are given. It is when
we apply it on the ground that
we will get to know the compli-
cations. Of course, making
videos is not easy either,” said
an officer at Kapashera police
station.

First FIR under BNS in Delhi
against vendor, matter settled

ARNABJIT SUR
NEW DELHI, JULY1

ALITTLE after midnight on Sunday,
Pankaj Kumar, 23, was manning a
stall selling mangoes under the
foot over-bridge near New Delhi
Railway Station. He was filling in
for his brother Mithoon, who had
gone back to their village in Patna
forafew days. A Delhi Police officer
started shooting a video of the
shop, one among several others
lining the road, asking them not to
encroach on the public pathway;,
said Pankaj.

Within afew minutes, an FIR
was filed against Pankaj, making
him the first person in the
Capital to face action under the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
2023, the new criminal law that
came into effect on July 1.

According to police, the FIR
was lodged against Kumar under
Section 285 of BNS, which per-
tains to danger or obstruction in
public way or line of navigation.

Later in the day, at a press
briefing, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah clarified the case was
not the first to be lodged in the
country under BNS, adding it
was “quashed” by Delhi Police
after due consideration. “...in the
matter against the street vendor,
the said provision has been used
earlier too and it is not new... po-
lice has quashed the matter af-

OTHER FIRs LODGED

SHAHDARA: Case of
mobile theft was lodged at
GIB Enclave police station.
The complainant said he
came to Tahirpurinan
auto rickshaw and when

for his mobile phone. The
complainant gave his
phone to the driver, who
made off with it. A case

he got out, the driver asked

i theBNS

under Section 303 (2) of
BNS was lodged

OUTER DELHI: Accident
case lodged at Nihal Vihar
police station under
sections 106 (1) pertaining
to death of any person by
rash or negligentactand
281 pertaining to rash

and negligent driving of

ANOTHER one lodged in the district pertains to a case of
encroachment at Mongolpuri, lodged under section 285
of BNS pertaining to causing danger or obstruction in
public way or line of navigation

ter seeking the provision of re-
view,” he told reporters.

DCP(Central)Harsh Vardhan
did not respond to requests fora
comment.

Sub-Inspector Kartik Meena
of Kamla Nagar Police Station, the
investigating officer in the case,
said he was patrolling on June 30
when he saw a person selling
mangoes ina stall near the public
bathroom. “He was selling man-
goes after setting up his stall, apart
from water, cigarette and other
items, hence, creating encroach-
ment to the pathand blocking the
public’s way... He was told repeat-
edly toremove the stall on the said
day. However, he did not abide by

the directions,” the FIR said.

A senior officer said Pankaj
was not arrested, adding he was
called to the Kamla Market sta-
tion to check his identity docu-
ments, after which he was let off.

Meanwhile, Mithoon Kumar
Yadav, 30, Pankaj’s elder brother,
told The Indian Express, “I've been
setting up the stall at the same
place since 2007. There are sev-
eral other stalls in the area, but no
case was lodged against them...”

He further said, “The officer
(who shot the video) did not tell
him anything else and suddenly
left... a little later, all stalls were
cleared by police, citing encroach-
ment on public path...”

Gang that fabricated bail documents, a theft
case: First FIRs in GB Nagar and Ghaziabad

DHEERAJMISHRA
NOIDA, JULY 1

FIVE MEN who allegedly fabri-
cated documents to help people
get bail were the first to be ar-
rested and booked under the
new Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS) by Gautam Buddha Nagar
police Monday.

The five men are Varun
Sharma (29), Ejaz (25), Ismail
(50), Birbal (47) and Naresh
Chand (48). “The group used fab-
ricated documents such as fake

Broken graves, dislodged headstones:

SAMAN HUSAIN
NEW DELHI,JULY 1

GREENISH WATERs spread as far
astheeye can see, lapping against
sandstone headstones; a bright-
pink chadar, probably placed by
someone on the gravestone of a
revered soul, floats about; a num-
ber of graves are damaged: This is
the scene at the Panj Peeran ceme-
tery Monday evening, four days af-
ter record-breaking rainfall sub-
merged several parts of the Capital.

Among the places that was
inundated in the floodwater was
this graveyard in Nizamuddin
area, situated next to the
Barapullah drain. The premises
are said to be 700 years old.

Syed Kashif Nizami, one of
the caretakers (peer) of the
graveyard, who has been work-
ing here for the last 40 years, said
he has never seen such water-
logging before.

“This was the first time that
we have had to encounter some-
thing like this. The water will still
take many days to empty out...
there are countless graves here.
Graves of generations of people
have been destroyed due to the
floods,” said Nizami, who be-
longs to the silsila (order) of Sufi
saint Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliya.

“Ihave been making attempts
to remove the water for the past
two days now. I somehow man-
aged to deploy two pumps that
are periodically being used for the
last 24 hours with a break of one
hour in between for the machine
to cool down...I have members of
my own family buried over here...
everyone who lives near this place
has someone they love buried
here,” says Farhad Suri, former
MCD Mayor, who was seen wad-
ing through the murky water.

The onslaught of floodwater
did not spare the trees at the
graveyard either with their roots
being waterlogged; broken
branches could be seen floating
in the water.

A number of gravestones too
have shifted from their place. The
boundary fence of the graveyard,

S

which faces the Barapullah drain,
is damp and bears marks from
the flooding. The entry gate isen-
crusted with debris. Paths that
once guided visitors through the
cemetery are invisible.

Among the people buried at
the graveyard are several from
foreign countries who came to
Delhi for medical treatment.

“People come here from
Somalia, Afghanistan and
Uzbekistan, apart from other
parts of the country such as
Kashmir and Bihar, for treat-
ment at AIIMS. Once their loved
ones pass away, they bury them
here. Since the family members
live far away, there is no one
to take care of their graves
now,” says Mohammad Taha,
another caretaker from the
Nizamuddin silsila.

- s { ittt
RRTS waste being
dumped in Barapullah
drain: Mayor Oberoi

Delhi Mayor Shelly Oberoi on
Monday attributed the water-
logging in Central and South
Delhi to blocked drains. She said
debris from construction of
Regional Rapid Transit System
(RRTS)was being dumped inthe
Barapullah drain.

“[ visited (several places) to
investigate the waterlogging is-
sue and it turns out that it's due
toablockage in the drain caused
by debris dumped in the drain,”
Oberoi stated on X.

“I wrote to the Union
Minister of Housing & Urban
Affairs, requesting urgent re-
moval of the huge amount of de-
bris/malba in Barapullah drain

Scenes at Panj Peeran
graveyard in Nizamuddin,
situated next to the
Barapullah drain. Saman Husain

due to the construction of RRTS
nearby.”

Besides, in a letter to
Manohar Lal Khattar, Union
Minister of Housing and Urban
Affairs, Oberoi wrote, “Due to
this construction work, a lot of
debris/malba and construction
material goes to Barapullah
drain, making it filthy and
thereby creating obstruction in
the drain.”

Meanwhile, Puneet Vats,
spokesperson of the National
Capital Region Transport
Corporation (NCRTC), which is
executing the RRTS project, said,
“RRTS construction at Sarai Kale
Khanis in advanced stages. C&D
(construction and demolition)
waste is disposed of regularly in
a systematic manner during
RRTS construction. Subsequent
to the recent unprecedented
rainfall, NCRTC took proactive
action to clear the drain in close
coordination with the civicagen-
cies and is providing all sorts of
assistance wherever necessary.
Site engineers have been advised
to work in tandem with these
agencies for cleaning of drain.”

Aadhaar cards and stamps to
help the accused be released
from jail after the court granted
them bail. They used to provide
surety or act as guarantors in
these cases. In return, the ac-
cused used to give them money,”
said a police officer.

An FIR under BNS sections
318(4) [cheating], 338 (forgery of
valuable security or will), 336(3)
[forgery for purpose of cheating],
340(2)[using as genuine a forged
document] and 3(5) [common
intention] has beenregistered at
Surajpur police station.

IMD CLARIFIES

Similarly, the first FIR regis-
tered in Ghaziabad under BNS
was against a man caught al-
legedly entering a house for theft
and assaulting a person. Police ar-
rested the accused, Mudsim, and
an FIR under BNS sections 115(2)
(causing hurt) and 305 (theft in
dwelling house etc.) was filed.

Till 5 pm, Ghaziabad Police
registered 8 FIRs under IPC as the
crimes took place Sunday or ear-
lier, when the old law was still in
place,and 8 under BNS.In Gautam
BuddhaNagar, one case under the
new law was filed till 5 pm.

‘Delhi downpour not
due to a cloudburst
but was close to one’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY'1

THE UNPRECEDENTED torren-
tial rainfall in Delhi last Friday
was not due to a cloudburst, clar-
ified the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) Monday.

In a statement, the IMD said
on June 28, the Safdarjung
Observatory saw rainfall of 148.5
mm between 2.30 am and 5.30
am and 74.4 mm between 5.30
am and 8.30 am, out of a total of
228.1 mm. This was the highest
daily rainfall in 88 years for June,
as per the department’s 1901-
2023 records.

The Palam station reported a
total of 106.6 mm of rainfall out
of which 75.4 mm was between
2.30 and 5.30 am and 13.6 mm
was between 5.30 and 8.30 am.
Both stations recorded more
than half the day’s rainfall in just
three hours.

IMD chief Mrutyunjay
Mohapatra said, “These do not
warrant to be declared as cloud-
bursts, but it was very close to a
cloudburst.”

The IMD defines a cloud-
burst as an extreme amount of
precipitation in a short period
(rainfall of 100 mm or more in

an hour) which is rare as it oc-
curs mainly because of oro-
graphic lift. In simple words, it
refers to situations when moist
air ascends over elevated terrain
resulting in sudden condensa-
tion and precipitation.

Mohapatra also referred to
observations at the Lodhi Road
station as well as it logged 64
mm of rainfall between 5 am
and 6 am and 89 mm between 6
amand 7 am.

Inits statement, the IMD also
said the impact of the heatwave
was very high in the second half
of May and in June. There were
10to 18 above-normal heatwave
days observed across Northwest
India, including Delhi-NCR, and
adjoining Central and East India.

The Southwest monsoon ad-
vanced entirely into Delhi on
June 28. Regarding the active
monsoon conditions, IMD offi-
cials said it will likely persist over
Northwest India during the next
four-five days.

There has been no significant
rainfall observed in the Capital
since last week, except for scat-
tered showers in a few places, as
per the weather bulletin.

The city remains on orange
alert for Tuesday and
Wednesday.

On Friday, Delhi saw its highest daily rainfall in 88 years for

June. Praveen Khanna
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Engineer Rashid

NIA gives nod,
Rashid to take
oathonJuly 5

New Delhi: The NIA on
Monday gave its consent
to jailed Kashmir leader
Sheikh Abdul Rashid, also
known as Engineer
Rashid, to take oath as MP
on July 5. Additional
Sessions Judge Chander Jit
Singh will passanorderon
the interim bail plea of
Rashid, who is lodged in
Tihar]Jailin Delhiina 2017
terror funding case, on
Tuesday. He won the Lok
Sabha elections as an
Independent from J&K’s
Baramulla constituency by
a margin of over 2 lakh
votes against his nearest ri-
val, National Conference
leader Omar Abdullah. The
NIA counsel did not op-
pose Rashid's plea to take
oathbut said he should be
subject to certain restric-
tions such as not speaking
to the media. ENS

Don’t utterextra
words before or
afteroath: Birla

New Delhi: As Lok Sabha
MPs across party lines
raised slogans after taking
oath, Speaker OmBirlaon
Monday requested all
members not to, in future,
utter any additional words
before or after the oath as
prescribed in the Third
Schedule of the Consti-
tution. “Taking the oath is
a Constitutional duty of
MPs. There is a sanctity
and dignity of the oath in
our Constitution. If MPs
use any additional words
or sentences before or af-
ter the oath, it lowers the
dignity of our
Constitution,” he said. He
added that a
Parliamentary committee
will also be set up in this
regard, which would in-
clude members from all
major parties. ENS

VAISHNAW, RIJIJU, TRIVEDI LEAD PARTY’S CHARGE ON CONGRESS LEADER

BJP calls Rahul remarks irresponsible,

Union Ministers meet LS Speak

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY1

SOON AFTER Rahul Gandhi’s
maiden speech in Lok Sabha as
Leader of the Opposition (LoP) —
where he launched a no-holds
barred attack on the BJP — Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
Environment Minister Bhupender
Yadav and Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju met Speaker
Om Birla to discuss certain con-
tentious issues in the Congress
leader’s speech, it is learnt.

This was followed by the BJP
fielding Rijiju, Railways and
Information and Broadcasting
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw and
Rajya Sabha MP Sudhanshu
Trivedi to rebut Gandhi’s allega-
tions against the Government.

Together, at a press confer-
ence, the three leaders took on
Gandhi, raising the issues flagged
at the meeting with Birla.

Accusing Gandhi of “enjoying
power but not taking responsi-
bility”, Vaishnaw said Gandhi, as
his first time as LoP, had behaved
in“ashallow and dramatic man-

ner” and “made extremely irre-
sponsible statements”.

“Rahul ji said that under the
Agniveer scheme the martyrs are
not given any compensation.
There is no bigger lie than this.
Today the Defence Minister made
itclearinthe House tself that un-
der the scheme, martyrs getRs 1
crore compensation,” said
Vaishnaw, adding this was not the
first time that Congress had raised
questions over the Army.

On Gandhi’s remarks — that
“those who call themselves
Hindus... are engaged in vio-
lence and hate” — Vaishnaw said
the Congress leader had humil-
iated the “entire community”.

“Today Rahul Gandhi has
called the entire Hindu society vi-
olent and untruthful. He has hu-
miliated the community. Even
this is not new. In 2010, then
Home Minister P Chidambaram
had called Hindus terrorists. In
2013, then Home Minister Sushil
Kumar Shinde had called Hindus
terrorists. In 2021, Rahul ji had
said that Hindutva-vadis should
be thrown out of the country,”
Vaishnaw said.

Nehru finished off soul
of Constitution, Indira
murdered it, says Anurag

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY1

ASKING THE Opposition what it
wanted to achieve by waving
copies of the Constitution, BJP
Hamirpur MP Anurag Thakur
Monday said, “Jawaharlal Nehru
had finished off the soul of the
Constitution with the firstamend-
ment in 1951 and Indira Gandhi
had murdered it with the imposi-
tion of Emergency in 1975.”

Last week during oath taking,
Opposition members were seen
waving copies of the
Constitution.

Initiating the discussion on
the Motion of Thanks on the
President’s Address in Lok Sabha,
Thakur hit out at the Congress,
saying the party had failed to
win even 100 seats, while the BJP
alone had more seats than the
entire INDIA alliance. He said the

Awadhesh in panel of
nine to assist Speaker

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY1

AMIDST SPECULATION that he
may be the Opposition’s candi-
date for the post of Deputy
Speaker, Samajwadi Party MP
from Faizabad Awadhesh Prasad
was on Monday named as one of
the nine members of the panel
of chairpersons to help Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla.
Addressing the House on
Monday, Birla said he had se-
lected Jagdambika Pal (BJP), P.C.
Mohan (BJP), Sandhya Ray (BJP),
Dilip Saikia (BJP), Kumari Selja
(Congress), ARaja (DMK), Kakoli
Ghosh Dastidar (TMC), Krishna
Prasad Tenneti (TDP) and

Not a clear majority Govt, shed arrogance:

NIKHILAHENRY
NEW DELHI, JULY 1

THE OPPOSITION and the gov-
ernment traded words over the
motion of thanks on the
President’s address with the
Opposition tearing into the gov-
ernment telling the BJP that it is
no longer in majority and should
shed its “arrogance”. The ruling
coalition members, meanwhile,
said that the Opposition should
not indulge in “destructive” de-
bates and cast aspersions on the
Constitution.

Tiruchi Siva of the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)
said that it is not a government
of clear majority but of “clear
verdict” against the BJP. Itis a
government which has got a
“clear message” that “economic
issues are more important and
that people have lost confidence
in the BJP”. Even religious peo-

Awadhesh Prasad (SP) as mem-
bers of the panel of chairpersons.

As per Rule 9 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of
Business in Lok Sabha, “At the
commencement of the House or
from time to time... the Speaker
shall nominate from amongst
the members a panel of not
more than 10 chairpersons, any-
one of whom may preside over
the House in the absence of the
Speaker and the Deputy Speaker
when so requested by the
Speaker or, in the absence of the
Speaker, by the Deputy Speaker.”

Awadhesh Prasad defeated
the BJP candidate from Faizabad,
the constituency thatis home to
the Ayodhya Ram Temple. This
is his first time as a Lok Sabha MP.

ple have discarded the BJP’s tac-
tics of mixing religion and poli-
tics, Siva said. Addressing the
coalition partners of the BJP, Siva
said that he hopes Nitish Kumar,
who is a crusader of social jus-
tice, would press for a caste cen-
sus in India and N Chandrababu
Naidu would remind the BJP of
the importance of federal struc-
ture of the Constitution.

Sanjay Singh of Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP), who returned to the
House after months-long sus-
pension over breach of parlia-
mentary privileges, said that BJP
has been targeting leaders of the
Opposition, including Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal,
by using Central investigation
agencies. He also said that the
BJP has been depriving the states
ruled by Opposition parties of
their due share of funds and sup-
port. Every scheme launched by
AAP in Delhi had been opposed
by the previous BJP government.

MP Anurag
Thakur

mandate of the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections was against the
Opposition’s “politics of fear and
corruption”.

Seconding the motion, BJP
MP from New Delhi Bansuri
Swaraj, in her maiden address in
the Lok Sabha, hit out at the
Opposition for creating a
“Constitutional crisis” in Delhi as
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
was running the government
from jail. “First, Delhi was strug-
gling for water and now, with
water...there is a dearth of com-
petence and talent ... there is a
policy paralysis and lack of gov-
ernance..,” Swaraj said.

Kiren Rijiju, Ashwini Vaishnaw at Parliamentary Library. ANI

Meanwhile, the RSS, too,
slammed Gandhi’s statement.
“Association of violence with
Hindutva by those holdingimpor-
tant posts in Parliament is very un-
fortunate. Be it the Hindutva of
Vivekananda or that of
(Mahatma) Gandhi, it has always
been identified with harmony
and brotherhood. Such com-
mentson Hindutvaare notgood,”
RSS publicity in-charge Sunil
Ambekar said in a statement.

At the press conference, tar-
geting Gandhi, Vaishnaw said the
Congress leader had not made

any constructive suggestionin the
House. “He did not speak about
how NEET can be improved. He
spoke about Dalits, but 54 Dalits
died in a liquor tragedy (in Tamil
Nadu), did he speak about
them?” the Minister said.

But Vaishnaw reserved his
harshest criticism for Gandhi’s
comments about Speaker Birla for
“bowing down” before PM
Narendra Modi. “The way Rahulji
commented on a Constitutional
post... is very sad. Even this is not
new. Let'sremember how he tore
the ordinance of his own

PROTEST AT HOUSE

er Birla

Government... Let's also remem-
ber how the Constitutional sys-
tem of the Prime Minister was run
through the non-Constitutional
system of the National Advisory
Council ((under UPA). To weaken
Constitutional systems is nature
of Congress,” Vaishnaw said.

He also accused Gandhi of
trying to make a misleading
statement on Ayodhya. “A com-
pensation of Rs 1,253 crore has
been given to 4,215 affected
shopkeepers. Shops have even
been relocated,” he said.

Rijiju said Birla has been re-
quested to ask Gandhi to authen-
ticate the statements he made.
“If he (Gandhi) is unable to au-
thenticate, he will have to apol-
ogise,” Rijiju said.

Trivedi also suggested Gandhi
express regret. “On January, 20,
then Home Minister Sushil Kumar
Shinde said in Jaipur that RSS and
BJP are indulging in violent activ-
ities and running training camps.
When he was questioned in
Parliament, he expressed regret.
think learning from Shinde ji,
Rahul Gandhijishould express re-
gret,” he said.

Opposition INDIA bloc MPs protest at Parliament House against what they called misuse of
investigative agencies by the Central Government. P

Back in House, Mahua hits out: ‘BJP paid a heavy
price for throttling voice of one MP, lost 63 seats’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY1

TRINAMOOL CONGRESS MP
Mahua Moitra hit out at the BJP
for expelling her in the last Lok
Sabha session, saying the party
“paid a very heavy price” in the
general elections for throttling
her voice in the House.
Speaking during a discussion
on the Motion of Thanks to the
President's address to a joint sit-
ting of Parliament, she accused
the government’s speech writers
of “embarrassing” President
Droupadi Murmu with a speech
that stated that the mandate was
for a “stable government with a
clear majority” even though the
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TMC MP Mahua Moitra
speaks in Lok Sabha. ANI

ruling party had fallen well short
of the majority markin Lok Sabha.

Condemning the installation
of the Sengol in Parliament, Moitra
called it a “symbol of monarchy”.
“Parliament this time saw an un-
precedented scene of marshals
welcoming the President with

Inside the Rajya Sabha on Monday. ANI

“Are you a government meant to
stop (schemes),” he asked.

Manoj Kumar Jha of the
Rashtriya Janata Dal said that the
government had turned the
country into an Orwellian state
orapolice state.

Referring to the presidential
address, Jawhar Sircar of the
Trinamool Congress reminded
the House that while India has

the fifth largest GDPin the world,
India’s ranking in per-capita GDP
isat 120 in the global order with
each person earning just 2,400
USD. Sircar said that only a few
industrialists have gained wealth
during the past ten years of the
BJPrule. “Inequality hasreached
insane proportions,” he said.
Sircar accused the BJP of “espe-
cially targeting” West Bengal by

Sengol in hand. The Sengol is a
symbol of the supreme authority
of amonarch... The BJP has not yet
understood that their 303 brute
majority (in 2019 elections) has
been reduced toaminority of 240
by loktantra (democracy)... This
new reality is yet to sink in for the
treasury benches, specially for the
speech writers of the Honourable
President’s address,” Moitra said.

“This is not a stable govern-
ment. It depends on multiple al-
lies witha history of U-turns. The
BJPis 32 short of 272.1tis going to
be a very hard landing for the
treasury benches, as was obvious
today. There are 234 warriors this
time, firmly united, and we have
walked through fire to walk
through these doors. So, you will

depriving the state of Rs 1.71-
lakh crore funds. He also said
new criminal laws which came
into effect on July 1 have many
draconian provisions. Bharat
Nyay Sanhita (BNS) can make
any form of writing and speech
an act of terrorism, he said,
adding, any form of political op-
position including fasting has
been criminalised under the
new criminal laws.

Communist Party of India’s
MP Binoy Viswam said the BJP
had failed to honour the
President on two occasions —
during the inauguration of the
new Parliament building and the
Pran Pratishta at the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya. “Where was
the President during these occa-
sions?” Viswam asked. “Was she
denied entry because she was a
tribal woman, woman or
widow?” Viswam asked, soon
after accusing the BJP of follow-
ing only one ‘Veda’ - the

not be able to shut us up this
time,” she said. Referring to her
expulsion from 17th Lok Sabha
over “cash-for-query” allegations,
shesaid: “Thelast time I got up to
speak here, [ was not allowed to
speak. The ruling party (BJP) has
paid a very heavy price for throt-
tling the voice of one MP. Mujhe
baithane ke chakkar mein janata
ne aapke 63 sadasyon ko perma-
nently baitha diya(You tried to put
me down, the people put down
63 of your MPs permanently).”

The TMC MP said most mem-
bers of the Ethics Committee who
voted to expel her had not re-
turned to the House this time, but
the people of Krishnanagar “pro-
tected her the way Lord Krishna
protected Draupadi”.

Opp targets BJP in RS

Manusmriti which denies free-
dom for women.

John Brittas of the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist), meanwhile, said that
the BJP government has disman-
tled the media in the country.
“Bulldozer has become the sym-
bol of BJP. It is better if they re-
place the ‘kamal’ symbol with
bulldozer,” Brittas said.

Meanwhile, supporting the
government, Praful Patel of
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP)
said that the Opposition was
only bent on casting aspersions
that the Constitution is under
threat. “The Constitution is not
under any threat. It is the
Constitution which has enabled
members of this House to be
present here,” Patel said, adding,
during the 2024 election cam-
paign, efforts were made to mis-
guide the SCs, STs and OBCs that
the Constitution will be
amended.

RS Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar reacts as Leader of Opposition
Mallikarjun Kharge (right) speaks in the House. P11

Kharge attacks PM,
RSS in Rajya Sabha,
remarks expunged

‘Disappointed nothing in President’s
speech for poor, Dalits and minorities’

ASAD REHMAN
NEW DELHI, JULY 1

LEADER OF Opposition in the
Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
hit out at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday for his
pollspeeches and alsolevelled al-
legations against the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh but most of
his remarks were expunged by
Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar.

The Chairman also defended
the RSS, calling it an organisation
engaged in working for the nation.

During his speech in the
Upper House on the Motion of
Thanks to the President's ad-
dress, Kharge was also engaged
in an exchange with the leader
of the House | PNadda, who said
the Congress leader had no
knowledge about the RSS and
whatever he was saying about
the organisation was regrettable.

Kharge also demanded the
Agniveer Scheme be scrapped.
He said the morale of the youth
has been destroyed by bringing
an “unplanned scheme”.

At the beginning of his
speech, Kharge said the speech
of the President's address was
written by the government. “The
government had to make it a vi-
sion document. It was important
to tell how challenges will be
overcome. But, there was no
such content.”

“We were confident that the
President would keep some
points on the challenges to the
Constitution and democracy and
that a strong message would be
given for the weakest sections.
We were seriously disappointed
that there was nothing for the
poor, Dalits, Backwards and mi-

norities,” Kharge said.

Kharge said the PM who used
to target coalition governments
in the past is now forced to run
one because of the people’s will.
“What should we call you now
that you have formed a coalition
government,” asked Kharge.

Kharge said in the last decade,
Parliamentary institutions and
rules “have been weakened" and
the Opposition has been ignored.
“Intheir (BJP's) thinking, they had
a Parliament with no
Opposition... If they didn’t have
the thinking, the post of Deputy
Speaker wouldn’t have been va-
cantin the 17th Lok Sabha...”

“In this Rajya Sabha the PM
had said, thumping his chest, that
‘ek akela sab pe bhari’ (one is
dominant againstall)... The elec-
tion results have shown that the
people and the Constitution are
dominant on all. In democracy,
thereis no place for arrogant slo-
gans,” said Kharge to which slo-
gans of “Modi, Modi” were raised
by the ruling party members.

The Congress leader said the
PM has said that people don’t
want slogans, but substance.

The ongoing violence in
Manipur also featured in
Kharge’s speech. “Houses are be-
ing ruined, women and people
are being targeted. You should
have gone at least for one day to
Manipur... Why didn’tyou go to
Manipur?” “Sabka saath, sabka
vikas? You stood by a few, and
developed a few. You ruined the
poor. All these slogans. What is
the reality? The country knows,”
said Kharge.

He said that the Lok Sabha
polls “were in the words of the
common people an election for
breaking the arrogance”.

Why did Speaker bow
before PM, asks Rahul;
Birla says: ‘My culture,
my values tell me to’

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JULY1

LEADER OF the Oppositionin the
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi started
his maiden speech in the House
on Monday with a verbal ex-
change with Speaker Om Birla.
Speaking on the motion of
thanks to the Presidential address,
the Congress leader asked Birla
why he bowed before Prime
Minister Narendra Modi when the
latter shook hands with himon his
election as the presiding officer.
“Speaker sir, there are two
people sitting in that chair. There
is the Speaker of Lok Sabha, the
Speaker of Indian Union, and
there is Mr Om Birla. When Modi-
jiwentand shook your hand and
[ went to shake your hand, I no-
ticed something. When I shook
your hand, you stood straightand
when Modi-ji shook your hand
you bowed down,” Rahul said.
To this, Birla said his culture
and values have taught him tore-
spect elders. “The Prime Minister
istheleader of this House and my
culture, my values tell me this in
personal life, in public life and
evenon this seat—bow downand
salute those whoareelder toyou...
And behave respectfully with
those who are of equal status... I
am saying this from the Chair that
bow down to elders and if neces-
sary, touch their feet and respect
those who are younger than you.
Thisis our culture and values and
[follow it,” the Speaker said.
Replying, Rahul said, “l accept
your point respectfully but I want
tosay that the Speakeris the tallest

Speaker Om Birla in the Lok
Sabha on Monday. ANI

figure in this House and we all
should bow down in front of the
Speaker.”

“This is democracy, and you
are the leader of this House. You
should not bow down in front of
anyone,” he said, adding that the
Speaker is the custodian of the
House.

During his speech, Rahul
held up an image of Lord Shiva,
seeking the Speaker's permis-
sion to speak onit. Birla stopped
him, saying, “You said that the
House should run by rules. As
per the rules of procedure, no
placard or symbol can be dis-
played in the House.”

When the Speaker asked
Rahul not to display placards in
the House, the Congress MP
asked whether he was allowed to
show the image of Lord Shiva to
the House or not. “There, pictures
of other things can be displayed
but not Lord Shiva’s picture,”
Rahul said, pointing towards the
Treasury Benches. “This picture is
in the heart of everyone in the
country,” Rahul said.

“Please worship them, please
don’t put them on the table like
that,” the Speaker said.
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FAMILY PHOTO

RAHULGANDHI's maiden speech as the Leader of the Opposition
inthe Lok Sabha was keenly watched by his mother Sonia Gandhi
and sister Priyanka Gandhi Vadra from the visitor's gallery. Both
Sonia, who is now a Rajya Sabha MP,and Priyanka, who s all set
to contest the Lok Sabha bypoll from Wayanad, took their seats
inthe gallery minutes before the Lower House metat2.10 pmaf-
ter lunch. They left soon after Rahul’s speech was over. Rahul
made aquickvisit to the new office allocated to him as the Leader
of the Opposition before leaving the Parliament House. At the
Makar Dwar, he met Sonia and Priyanka and hugged them, their
photos eagerly captured by photographers waiting outside.

be applied while in uniform.

FRIENDLY BANTER

DAYS AFTER their heated exchange in the Rajya Sabha, Leader
of the Opposition Mallikarjun Kharge and Chairperson Jagdeep
Dhankhar shared light moments during Kharge’s 90-minute-
long speech on the Motion of Thanks on the President’s address.
Before starting his speech, Kharge informed the Chair he could
not stand for long as his legs were hurting. To this, Dhankhar said
he could address the House while sitting. Kharge didn’t agree to
theideaand said delivering a speech while sitting is not thatim-
pactful. Dhankhar agreed with Kharge and said, “Haan, utna
Jjazbanahi hai(yes,it's not as fiery).” Kharge went on to deliver his
speech while standing, but raised the issue of pain in his legs
several times when he was interrupted during the speech by
ruling party members. Once, he even complained that it seemed
like he was being made to do “uthak baithak (sit-ups)”.

FRESH DIRECTIVE

The Army recently sent a message to its personnel that despite
having a policy, laying down the rules for “wearing trinkets
and religious symbols in uniform”, many personnel have been
found not adhering to the rules. It said that Army personnel
have been seen wearing religious markings and chains, rings
and other accessories, which are against the rules. It reiterated
inanew directive that only one signet ring can be worn on the
left hand, kadas are only allowed for Sikh personnel and those
posted with Sikh troops, no chains or sacred threads should
be worn around the neck and no marking or symbol should

From Moscow next
week, Modi to visit
Vienna, a first by PM
since Indira in 1983

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, JULY 1

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
is set to visit Russia on July 8-9,
followed by Austria on July 9-10,
The Indian Express has learnt. An
official announcement is ex-
pected to be made this week.

Modi’s visits to Moscow and
Vienna will be the first set of bi-
lateral visits in the third term of
his government. Usually, the first
foreign visit by the Indian PM is
to the neighbouring countries.

While this will be Modi’s first
visit to Russia since the war
started in February 2022, it will
be thefirstvisit by an Indian PM to
Austria in 41 years, after Indira
Gandhiin 1983.

Though diplomatic relations
between India and Austria were
established on November 10,
1949, Indira visited Austria in
1983, and the then Austrian Ch-
ancellor, Fred Sinowatz, recipro-
cated with a visit to India in 1984.

InNovember 1999, then Pre-
sident KR Narayanan made
India’s first state visit to Austria.
The then Austrian President,
Heinz Fischer, reciprocated with
a state visit in February 2005.
Then President Pratibha Patil
also made a state visit to Austria
in October 4-7, 2011.

In his first term, Modi held a
bilateral meeting with then Aus-
trian Chancellor Christian Kernin
St Petersburg on June 2, 2017, on
the sidelines of St Petersburg
International Economic Forum.In
his second term, Modi met then
Austrian Chancellor, Alexander
Schallenberg, on October 30,2021,
onsidelines of COP-26in Glasgow.
He also had a telephone conver-
sation with President Alexander
Van der Bellen on May 26, 2020.

To foster innovation and en-
trepreneurship between the
countries, the ‘India-Austria
Startup Bridge’ was launched in
February this year. Officials said

This will be PM Narendra
Modi’s first visit to Russia
since the war in Feb 2022

ties between the two countries
are expected to get a boost with
the bilateral visit.

Meanwhile, this will be Modi's
first visit to Moscow since the
Russia-Ukraine war started in
February 2022. He last visited
Russiain 2019, when he had gone
to Vladivostok. This will be a
standalone visit,on the lines of the
annual bilateral summit between
Indian and Russian leaders that
have been going on since 2000.

The last in-person bilateral
meeting between Modi and
Russian President Vladimir Putin
took place in Samarkand, Uzbe-
kistan, on the sidelines of the SCO
Summitin September2022. That
was when Modi told Putin that
“thisis not the eraof war” —aline
used in the formulation at the G20
summit in Baliin November 2022
later, and by other western lead-
ers and interlocutors to press on
Russia to end the war.

In the two-and-a-half years
since their last annual summit in
December 2021, Modi and Putin
have maintained regular contact
through at least 10 telephone
conversations. Modi’s visit to
Russia comes just after his visit to
Italy for the outreach sessionat the
G7leaders’ summiton June 13-14.
However, he did not go for the
peace summit on Ukraine which
was held in Switzerland. India was
represented by Secretary (West)
in MEA, Pavan Kapoor.

Russiadid notattend the Swiss
summit, calling it “waste of time”.

BHARATIYANYAYA SANHITA REPLACES INDIAN PENAL CODE

From murder to rash drrvrng, frrst BNS cases

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, LUCKNOW,
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
RANCHI, GOA, DEHRADUN,
BHOPAL, PANJIM, JAIPUR,
GANDHINAGAR, JULY1

FROM A constable in Karnataka
being booked for murdering his
wife to the kidnapping of a
month-old baby in Uttar Pradesh,
there were a wide array of cases
that were filed on the first day of
the new Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), the criminal law that re-
placed the IPC Monday.

Alook at the first cases from
across India.

In Madhya Pradesh, an FIR
was registered under BNS Section
296 (obscene acts and songs) at
12:16 am at Bhopal’s Hanuma-
nganj police station. In his com-
plaint, Praful Chauhan claimed
that the suspect — identified as
one Raja alias Harbhajan — way-
laid him while he was on his way
home late in the night and began
swearing at him. “When I asked
him not to abuse me, he hurled
even louder abuses and ran
home. Local residents also wit-
nessed the incident,” the FIR read.

In Delhi’s Kamla Market Police
Station, where a vendor was
booked under Section 285 (dan-
ger or obstruction in public way
or line of navigation) for selling
his wares under a foot bridge near
the New Delhi Railway Station.

Similar FIRs were also regis-
tered in Goa and Gujarat.

According to reports, the first
FIR under BNS in Gujarat was

SEAR Ik e eic ET) S

| &t 3T eRedTet 2 THelites
# enfds e I EN UH
Eflar 3raere

/T 14 af ao o} il @t TS e
- 1 ki
v T 0t e ol g B O (R S T b

"ﬁ Wit O i 8

szt sara wiEa
#iTeelia ened feifaiad

A poster of the new criminal laws being put up in New Delhi, Monday. P11

lodged around 1 am at Chiloda
police station in Gandhinagar
against a person named Nikul
Bihola (19) under Section 285, for
parking his motorcycle that ob-
structed public movement.

Likewise, in Goa’s Margao, a
street vendor was booked for
“selling plastic on the road”.

In both cases, vendors were
booked under Section 285 of
BNS (danger or obstruction in
public way or line of navigation).

Telangana’s first FIR under the
new criminal code was filed at
Rajendranagar Police Station un-
der Cyberabad Police Commissi-
onerate Monday morning.

The FIR, filed under BNS
Section 104 (causing death due

to negligence), pertained to the
death of adriver who crashed his
car into the median on PVNR
Expressway around 2 am. Police
said that the driver, Sai Ganesh,
was speeding towards the air-
port and the car skidded and
overturned, causing his death.
Uttar Pradesh’s first two FIRs
came from Amrohaand Bareilly.
In Amroha, a 48-year-old farmer,
Jagpal Singh, was electrocuted,
leading to a case of negligence
(Section 106) against his neigh-
bours Rajveer alias Rajju (48),and
his son Bhup Singh alias Bholu
(29).The state's second FIR per-
tained to the disappearance of a
month-old baby from a Bareilly
hospital. A case of kidnapping

Teething troubles: Confusion over
status of metropolitan magistrates

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY1

ON THE first day of their imple-
mentation, the three new crim-
inal law codes ran into some
teething troubles.

Confusion prevailed over the
status of Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate (CMM) and
Metropolitan Magistrate (MM)
Courts since the the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS), which replaced the CrPC,
has omitted references to MM
and only includes the Judicial
Magistrate of First Class and
Judicial Magistrate Second Class.

Section 17 of the CrPC states
that “the High Court shall, in re-
lation to every metropolitan area
within its local jurisdiction, ap-

point a Metropolitan Magistrate
to be the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate for such metropolitan
area. As per the CrPC, towns and
cities which have a population ex-
ceeding one million are notified
as metropolitan areas. Although
there is no difference in powers,
CMM and MMs are appointed by
state government by notification
fora period of one year and MMs
are usually assigned

In the afternoon, the Delhi HC
issued a notification designating
MM Courts asJudicial Magistrates.
“In exercise of the powers con-
ferred by sub-section (2) of
Section 9 of Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 and all
other powers enabling them in
this behalf, Hon’ble the Acting
Chief Justice and Hon'ble Judges
of this Court have been pleased to

re-designate the existing Magi-
sterial Courts of Chief Metro-
politan Magistrates, Addl. Chief
Metropolitan Magistrates, Metr-
opolitan Magistrates, etc. of all M-
etropolitan Areas (erstwhile)/ Jud-
icial Districts of National Capital
Territory of Delhi,” read the order.
There was some confusionon
what happens if the now-re-
placed criminal codes are invoked
after July 1, unintentionally or oth-
erwise. For example, PMLA lists
scheduled offences under the IPC
and the BNS has not yet been in-
cluded. However, sources in gov-
ernment clarified that the Repeal
and Savings provision in BNS
states that “anything done or any
action taken under said Code (IPC)
shall be deemed to have been
done or taken under correspon-
ding provisions of the Sanhita.”

ObDISHA CM AT PEOPLE'S DURBAR

Odisha CM Mohan Charan Majhi at the grievance redress cell meeting in Bhubaneswar,
Monday. This was the first time in 16 years that a CM was present at the meeting. ANI

(Section 97) was registered at
Bareilly's Baradari police station
on the back of a complaint from
the baby's father Sushil Kumar.
Kerala's first FIR was at
Malappuram’s Kondotty police
station, where a 24-year-old
youth, Mahammed Shafi, was
booked for rash driving (Section
281).According to the police, Shafi
was caught speeding at midnight.
He was also booked under
The Motor Vehicles Act, 1988.
In Chhattisgarh's Kabirdham
district, the first case to be regis-
tered was under Section 296
(obscenity) and 351 (2) (crimi-
nal intimidation).
The case pertained to a trac-
tor salesman, Itwari Sahdev

Pancheshwar, who claimed that
a customer hurled abuses and
threatened him over a sale.

Uttarakhand'’s first case was
registered at Jwalapur Police
Station in Haridwar. In his com-
plaint, the complainant, Bhara-
dwaj, claimed he was sitting at
Ravidas Ghat along the Ganga at
around 1:45 am when two uni-
dentified people robbed him of
his phone and cash of Rs 1,400 at
knifepoint and shoved him to-
wards the river before fleeing.
According to police, a case of rob-
bery under Section 309 (4) (rob-
bery)was lodged within 30 min-
utes of receiving the complaint.

Himachal Pradesh’s first FIR
pertained to an alleged assault
case and was registered at the
Dhanotu Police Station in Mandi.
According to the police, the com-
plainant discovered “illegal min-
ing” near his house at around
12:15amand when he objected,
he was attacked.

A case was registered under
Sections 126 (2) (wrongful re-
straint), 115 (2) (voluntarily caus-
ing hurt), 352 (insult withintent
to provoke breach of peace),and
351 (2) (punishment for crimi-
nal intimidation) of the BNS.

“So far, five FIRs have been
registered under the BNS in the
state,” a police officer said.

Rajasthan’s first case under
BNS pertained to assault and
damaging public property.
According to DGP (State Crime
Records Bureau) Hemant
Priyadarshy, a case under sec-
tions 115(2) (punishment for
voluntarily causing hurt), 126(2)

(wrongful restraint), 324 (4)
(punishment for mischief lead-
ing to loss or damage to the
amount of Rs 20,000 to 1 lakh
and section 324 (5) (punishment
for mischief leading to loss or
damage of an amount over 1
lakh) was registered at Pali’s
Sadri Police Station Monday
morning. The incident allegedly
took place at 7:30 am, and the
FIR was lodged at 10:22 am, the
officer said.

In Jammu and Kashmir, po-
lice registered five cases in differ-
ent districts. While the first case
deals with sections 281 (rash
driving) and 125 (endangering
life or personal safety of others)
and was registered in Anantnag,
the second one pertained toille-
gal mining and was registered
under sections 303 (theft) and
329 (criminal trespass).

Theft cases were also regis-
tered in Srinagar and Sopore
while the fifth case was registered
in Kulgam for criminal force and
assault against woman (Section
74)and hurt (Section 115).

Karnataka's first FIR was over
the death of a 60-year-old
woman in a road accident in
Hassan district Monday morn-
ing. The woman, a resident of
Halebeedu, was returning froma
pilgrimage to Kashi and Ayodhya
with her friends when the acci-
dent occurred.

A case was also registered
against a police constable, ar-
rested for the murder of his wife
inHassan district. This s the first
such case in the state under the
new criminal law.

Jharkhand HC points out error in
section on lynching in BNS edition

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI, JULY1

THE JHARKHAND High Court
Monday took suo motu cogniza-
nce of an error in Universal Le-
xisNexis edition of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) bare act.

A bench of Justices Ananda
Sen and Subhash Chand of the
Jharkhand High Court pointed
out thatin one of the editions the
provision for lynching — BNS
section 103(2) — had been
wrongly reproduced.

The BNS has come into effect
from Monday.

Section 103 (2) of the new
law reads: “When a group of five
or more persons acting in con-
cert commits murder on the
ground of race, caste or commu-

nity, sex, place of birth, language,
personal belief or any other sim-
ilar ground each member of
such group shall be punished
with death or with imprison-
ment for life, and shall also be li-
able to fine.”

However, the LexisNexis ver-
sion uses the words “any other
ground” instead of “any other
similar ground”.

Observing that the error
could have “serious conse-
quences”, the bench directed the
publisher to publish a corrigen-
dum in the national and the re-

gional newspapers.
Ritu Kumar, president of the
Jharkhand  High  Court

Advocates' Association, told The
Indian Express: “We were called
in the court to deliberate on the
issue. The bench hasissued a no-

tice to the publisher on the error
where a word is missing. The no-
tice will be served to the publish-
ers for action.”

Jharkhand High Cout lawyer
Mohammad Shabad Ansari,
who had previously represented
lynching victims in various cases,
told The Indian Express that the
words “any other grounds” could
mean anything, even property
disputes.

“While inlynching, (the 2018
Supreme Court) Tehseen
Poonawalla judgment will have
a bearing. For example, BNS's
corresponding provisions of IPC
153A (promoting enmity be-
tween different groups) will be
added in the FIR, compensation
will be given, and (the case) has
to be tried in fast-track courts,”
he said.

MP nod for Bill to seize vehicles
transporting cows for slaughter

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, JULY1

THE MADHYA Pradesh Cabinet
Monday approved a draft legisla-
tion toempower district collectors
to confiscate any vehicles used to
transport cows for slaughter.

Under existing provisions of
the Madhya Pradesh Cow
Slaughter Prohibition Act, 2004,
the magistrate used to decide
whether a cow was being trans-
ported for slaughter or illegal
trade. The cabinet has approved
a Bill to amend this.

“Until now, in the case of

transportation of cattle, there was
aprovision to seize the cattle, but
the vehicles used for transporta-
tion were not confiscated because
the collector had no authority un-
der the rules. Today, this author-
ity has also been given to the col-
lector. Just as the district
magistrate has the power to con-
fiscate in excise cases, similarly,
the collector has now been given
the authority to confiscate vehi-
cles used for cattle transporta-
tion," said Urban Administration
Minister Kailash Vijayvargiya.
The Cabinet also approved a
Bill to take action against
landowners for abandoned

open borewells.“We often see
that borewells are left open and
children fall into them. Until
now, there was no fixed respon-
sibility for this. Today, the
Cabinet has decided to fix re-
sponsibility. The person who
drills the borewell will be re-
sponsible for closing it after
drilling,” Vijayvargiya said.

He said “if the landowner
who had the boring done does
not close the borewell, action will
be taken against them as well”.

“If neither closes it, the state
government will close it and re-
cover the cost with a penalty
from them,” he said.

SAD rebels blame Sb_1r for d¢01srons that harmed party

KAMALDEEP SINGH BRAR
AMRITSAR,JULY 1

AREBELgroup of SAD on Monday
sought forgiveness at Akal Takht
Sahib in Amritsar, the highest
temporal seat of the Sikhs, for sev-
eralincidents thatled to people's
disillusionment with the party
when it was in power in Punjab
from 2007 to 2017.

The rebel group, comprising
former MP Sukhdev Singh Dh-
indsa, former Shiromani Gurdw-
ara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC) president Jagir Kaur, for-
mer MP Prem Singh Chandu-
majra, senior leaders Gurpratap
Wadala and Surjit Singh Rakhra,
submitted a letter to Akal Takht
Sahib Jathedar Giani Raghubir
Singh in which it blamed presi-
dent Sukhbir Singh Badal for de-
cisions that harmed the party.

The rebel group mentioned

some of these incidents, includ-
ing the pardoning of Dera Sacha
Sauda chief Gurmeet Ram
Rahim for wearing attire similar
to that worn by Guru Gobind
Singh, the 2015 Sri Guru Granth
Sahib sacrilege issue, the 2015
Behbal Kalan firing, and the ap-
pointments of police officers.
Therebel leaders stated they
were ready to face any punish-
ment that the Akal Takht Sahib
deemed appropriate since they
were also part of the govern-
ment but failed to stop the lead-
ership’s wrong decisions.
“During the government of
Shiromani Akali Dal from 2007
to 2017, several incidents oc-
curred that led to a large section
of the Sikh Panth and the people
of Punjab becoming disillusioned
with the leadership... Consequ-
ently, SAD has faced failures in
the religious sphere and also ex-
perienced political alienation,”

il

SAD rebel leaders offer prayers at the Akal Takht, in Amritsar,

Monday. Rana Simranjit Singh

the letter said.

Itsaid, “In2007,at Salabatpura,
the chief of Dera Sacha Sauda,
Gurmeet Ram Rahim, mimicked
the Tenth Guru, Sri Guru Gobind
SinghJi, by dressing similarly and
performing a ceremony. This led

toapolice case, but the Shiromani
Akali Dal government later with-
drew the case. In response to this
incident, the Akal Takht Sahib had
excommunicated the Dera chief.
However, Sukhbir Singh Badal
used his influence to get the Dera

Whatled to
revoltagainst
® Sukhbir?

EXPLAINED

In the Lok Sabha polls in
Punjab, the Akali Dal,
contesting separately
from its erstwhile ally BJP,
faced another rout as it
managed to win just one
seatoutof 13; 10 of its
candidates lost security
deposits. Expressing con-
cern that the SAD’s core
base has drifted away
during Sukhbir Badal’s
presidentship, some
party rebels held a meet-
ing in Jalandhar, which
passed a resolution de-
manding that Sukhbir
should step down.

chief pardoned.”

The SGPC spent around Rs 90
lakh on advertisements to de-
fend its decision, but due to
strong opposition from the Sikh
Panth, the leadership of the SAD
and the SGPC ultimately had to
reverse it, the rebels said.

“Then home minister Sukhbir
Singh Badal was neither able to
conduct a timely and proper in-
vestigation nor could successfully
punish the culprits in 2015 sacri-
lege cases. This led to painful inci-
dents in Kotkapura and Behbal
Kalan,” said the rebels. “The SAD
government made another major
mistake by appointing an officer
whowas notorious for fake police
encounters resulting in martyr-
dom of Sikh youths as Punjab
Police chief, giving a ticket to wife
of another such officer who had
formed Alam Sena to carry out
killings, and making her a chief
parliamentary secretary,” it said.
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WORDLY WISE
THERE IS NO LIFE TO BE FOUND IN VIOLENCE. EVERY
ACT OF VIOLENCE BRINGS US CLOSER TO DEATH.
— BELL HOOKS

TheIndianEXPRESS

«» FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

SYNDICATE VS LAW

Uttar Dinajpur incident stems from culture of impunity.
CM Mamata Banerjee must ensure law takes its course

VIDEO OF a Trinamool Congress functionary, Tajimul Islam, assaulting a

couple for their alleged extramarital affair at a salishi sabha — a sort of a

kangaroo court — in West Bengal's Uttar Dinajpur has rightly evoked wide-

spread outrage and condemnation. The incident in the Chopra block of the
Lakhipur gram panchayat on June 28, that made a morbid public spectacle of what was
a personal matter, speaks of an impunity that comes from the creation of a parallel syn-
dicate of strongarm justice. In West Bengal, such a syndicate apparently overrides con-
stitutional mechanisms without fear of repercussion or reprisal. At its core, it is no differ-
ent from the persecution of young people in inter-religious relationships on the grounds
of “love jihad”, or the use of bulldozers to selectively punish for crimes that extend beyond
illegal construction. All of these amount to violations of due process. All point to state ab-
dication and failure to protect and uphold the fundamental rights of citizens. Given the
BJP's reliance on it in states in which it is in power, its accusations of “JCB justice” (Islam
isknown as JCB) against Banerjee in Bengal may reek of double standards. But CM Banerjee
and her colleagues can take recourse to the dead-ends of whataboutery only at their own
peril. Mired in accusations of becoming an arrogant party-state, the TMC government
must take note of the warning bells and course-correct.

After the video surfaced, Islam was apprehended and taken into police custody. But
the incident, so soon after Sandeshkhali — where another party functionary Shahjahan
Sheikh was accused of sexual exploitation and intimidation, leading to a protracted tus-
sle between the Centre and the state before his arrest — points to a festering crisis. Women
form the core of the political support for Banerjee in the state. From Rupashree, which pro-
vides assistance for wedding expenses, to Lakshmir Bhandar, her flagship financial-assis-
tance scheme for female household heads from economically weaker sections of society,
to Kanyashree, that offers assistance for education, the range of cash-transfer schemes that
Banerjee's government offers are both a response to the support and a reason for it. With
outreach programmes such as “Duare Sarkar” (government at the doorstep), “Didike
Bolo” (Tell Didi), Swasthya Sathi (healthcare scheme) and by visibly increasing women's
representation across the party's ranks, Banerjee has sought to project her party's com-
mitment to women's welfare. While party leaders such as Santanu Sen have come outin
condemnation of the incident in Uttar Dinajpur, it is not enough. The Chief Minister, too,
must hold out the assurance that the law will take its rightful course, regardless of the al-
leged involvement of members of her own party.

The Uttar Dinajpur incident is also an indication of the structural issues that have con-
tinued to plague the state through successive regimes: The formation of a government-po-
litical party-business nexus that all-too-often rides roughshod over the law of the land.
This system now appears to be undermining the most fundamental role of the state —
what Max Weber called its “monopoly over violence”. The ballooning party-state did not
end well for TMC's predecessor, the CPM. It is a warning that Banerjee cannot fail to read.
She must uphold the rule of law and act against those within the TMC who seek to flout it.

ON THE UPSWING

RBIreport frames a banking system in good health.
But some areas require supervision

HE INDIAN BANKING system has continued to register a robust performance

across various metrics. As per the Reserve Bank of India’s latest financial stabil-

ity report, not only have banks seen a sustained improvement in their asset

quality, but their profitability has remained high, and their capital position also
remains healthy. This improvement is being observed across both public and private sec-
torbanks. This has, in turn, improved their attractiveness — the Nifty Bank index is up more
than 16 per cent over the past year, with PSU banks registering handsome gains.

According to the report, the gross non-performing loans of the Indian banking system
have declined to a 12-year low of 2.8 per cent in March, with declines observed across pub-
lic, private and foreign banks. Sector wise data shows that bad loans have fallen across agri-
culture, industry, services and the personal loans category, though within industry, they re-
main high in gems and jewellery and construction segments, and within personal loans in
the credit card segment. This broad decline in bad loans has been driven by a combination
of write-offs and fall in fresh bad loans — the half-yearly slippages have fallen across all bank
groups. Alongside, banks have improved their provision coverage ratios, their net interest
income has risen, and their capital position remains healthy. The stress tests conducted to
gauge the strength of bank balance sheets do indicate that they are well placed to absorb
macroeconomic shocks. And even in the severe stress case scenario, their capital position
would remain above the minimum requirements. Further, banks may well see bad loans fall
further to 2.5 per cent by March 2025 under usual business conditions.

However, there are some areas that require a closer look. Even as the asset quality of re-
tail loans has improved — bad loans have fallen from 2.1 per cent in June 2022 to 1.2 per cent
in March 2024 — in the case of private sector banks, slippages from retail loans accounted
for 40 per cent of fresh addition to bad loans. In consumer credit, in the case of personal
loans below Rs 50,000, the delinquency levels are high. And, a sizable section of borrowers
has multiple loans. While the central bank has been cognisant of the risks in this segment,
this requires continuous supervision.

LLUCY’S BURDEN

Fifty years later, the ‘mother of humanity’ must
continue to support her metaphorical offspring

EVEN YEARS AFTER The Beatles released “Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds”, and
40years before she featured as part of a mind-expanding drug-fuelled sequence
in Lucy (2014), a four-foot female — who would have been too “small brained”
for Charles Darwin to consider as an ancestor of the Homo Sapien — changed the
story of human history. Even what it means to be human. In 1974, the discovery of the skele-
tal remains of a female hominin in Ethiopia, changed the way early human evolution was
conceived. Named Lucy, she became the embodiment of the “mother of humanity”.

Biologically speaking, human beings —and now extinct related species, like Neanderthals
—aredefined by three features: Large brains, tool use and walking upright. Darwin thought
that all three developed at the same time. Lucy, at just four feet tall as an adult, could walk
—but her brain was not commensurately large. Her bones led to a revolution in human pa-
leontology, with many other hominins — some even largely arboreal — becoming part of the
complicated origins of the species that built skyscrapers and artificial intelligence.

Soon after Lucy's discovery, scientists began to speak of Mitochondrial Eve — the first com-
mon female ancestor of all living humans. But Eve is a shifting being, a hypothetical one
based on mothers and daughters today. Lucy was real — and likely a person. Somehow, that
makes her more relatable. Of course, like many mothers today, both the concept of
Mitochondrial Eve and bones of Lucy have had to bear too much — creationists objecting to
their very existence, scientific siblings taking out their conceptual hang-ups on the long-
dead maters. Then there's the fact that she is resurrected by sci-fi and pop culture at regu-
larintervals. But perhaps the “mother of humanity” carries the same burdens as her prosaic,
small-scale counterparts — bickering, ungrateful children who won't let her rest.

For Democrats, Plan B

With four months to go to America’s election, can they
elevate a new candidate to take on Donald Trump?

BHASKAR CHAKRAVORTI

THE BEST THING about the American presi-
dential debate last Thursday was that it hap-
pened with over four months to go before
the elections. If held later, Joe Biden would
have appeared even more feeble and Donald
Trump would have been just as aggressive —
with the “morals of an alley cat”, to quote the
President of the United States speaking of a
former president of the United States.

Americans don’t deserve this. A troubled
world, still desperately dependent on
American leadership despite premature
declarations of its demise, doesn’t deserve
this either.

Trump’s sentencing for falsifying hush
money payment records is not till July 11,and
a string of appeals will, inevitably, ensue.
Even when the appeals are done, jail time is
not usual in Manhattan for this type of crime
by a first-time offender.

Biden firmly believes he is the best person
to save the world from Trump. The irony is
that he might be right — unless the
Democrats move from Plan Biden to a spe-
cific Plan B and make the case for them.Ina
digital age, four months is more than enough
time to produce a star.

Let’s review the Plan B options.

The presumptive candidate a heartbeat
away, Vice President Kamala Harris, polls
poorly. Whether it is because of plain old-
fashioned misogyny laced with racism, or
constant sidelining by the Biden inner-cir-
cle, or her own uninspiring track record, to-
gether with endless “cheapfake” videos —
done by simply editing out context — of her
laughing, a turnaround of her poor standing
in this short time will be hard and she’ll be
savaged by Trump and the Trumpists.

Looking past Harris is politically haz-
ardous — it makes the Democratic party
look like it doesn'’t trust its own leadership
while alienating voters who might be up-
set that a woman of colour is being side-
lined. But, given the urgency, other options
must be considered.

The most obvious ones are those with ex-
ecutive governing experience in the states.

The presumptive candidate a
heartbeat away, Vice
President Kamala Harris,
polls poorly. Whether it is
because of plain old-
fashioned misogyny laced
with racism, or constant
sidelining by the Biden
inner-circle, or her own
uninspiring track record,
together with endless
‘cheapfake’ videos — done by
simply editing out context
— of her laughing, a
turnaround of her poor
standing in this short time
will be hard and she’ll be
savaged by Trump and

the Trumpists.

Leading the pack are Michigan’s Gretchen
Whitmer and California’s Gavin Newsom;
both are camera-ready and quick on their
feet, ideal for ramping up fast viral cam-
paigns. Whitmer, a supporter of key issues
for Democrats and centrists, such as gun con-
trol, abortion rights, LGBTQ+ rights, and —
being from a state with a large Arab Muslim
population — has had the chance to practise
the delicate balance of reaching out to
Muslims while affirming her support for
Israel. Her track record is good; her decisive-
ness during Covid-19 lockdowns signals that
she can be tough. Her Midwestern roots will
appeal to many in the critical swing states,
Michigan being one of them. Her biography
includes a relatable “fix the damn roads”
campaign, a bizarre — thwarted — plot to kid-
nap her and a “Big Gretch” rap song that
could serve as a fine campaign anthem.
Newsom, on the other hand, like all politi-
cians, has his defenders and detractors, but
could be attacked for reasons that include
being out of touch or for the homelessness
crisis in California’s major cities. His biogra-
phy is complicated: Once married to the cur-
rent fiancée of Trump’s son, Donald Trump]Jr,
he has admitted to an extramarital affair with
afriend’s wife. Whitmer, as a woman, would
make a more palatable candidate, who
leapfrogs over Harris. On the other hand,
Newsom’s advantage is an old-fashioned one
in American politics: A Y chromosome.

I wouldn’t bother with the other gover-
nors whose names are being floated, such
as Pennsylvania’s Josh Shapiro, Kentucky's
Andy Beshear, or Illinois’ J B Pritzker. It
would take too long to elevate them to the
national stage, road-test them and make
them Trump-proof.

Then, there are those from within the
Biden cabinet. Secretary of Transportation,
Pete Buttigieg, is young, articulate, and gay
— avastly different package from Biden. He
was a presidential aspirant in the last elec-
tion. Secretary of Commerce, Gina
Raimondo, is another possibility — compe-
tent, respected, a woman, and former state

governor. But both have obstacles. They are
from the Biden team and leapfrogging over
Harris would be awkward, to say the least.
Transportation and commerce secretaries
have critically important jobs, and even
when they do well, these are not the most
exciting of records to package and sell in a
few months. Most significantly, neither
would help with Black voters concerned
about the sidelining of Harris.

This brings us to two names from the past
who share acommon attribute: Both are for-
mer White House occupants. I speak, of
course, of Hillary Clinton and Michelle Obama.
Clinton’s return might be a counterfactual fan-
tasy of what might have been, had the 2016
election shocker not happened. But she’s past
the time in her life when she has the desire or
energy to jump back into politics and would
face too much opposition even within the
Democratic party. Michelle Obama is a name
that has come up as she commands a wide
following. Even Trump has mentioned her,
and Republican senator Ted Cruz is convinced
she will be the Biden replacement. She cande-
fuse the resentment that many would feel
over Harris’s sidelining. Besides not having
any relevant experience other thanresidency
in the White House, she has shown no inter-
estindoing her husband’s job. While intrigu-
ing and potentially a game-changer, Obama
may be a bridge too far.

But, before we get to any of these possibil-
ities, there is another White House occupant
who is critical to opening the door to any of
these considerations. This is the one person
who can persuade Biden to get off the stage.
She helped him do so when the debate
ended. Perhaps, she can do it again. With four
months to go, there is plenty of time to ele-
vate a fresh new candidate.

My pick: Michigan’s Big Gretch. She’s
smart and tough. She is exactly the kind of
woman that Trump has gone after in his life.
It’s time such a woman goes after him.

The writer is Dean of Global Business at
The Fletcher School, Tufts University

BENGAL'S KANGAROO COURTS

Itis getting harder for Mamata Banerjee to distance herself from strongmen linked to TMC

SHIKHA MUKERJEE

CALL HIM “JCB” or any other name, Tajimul
Islam, who has now been arrested in West
Bengal’s North Dinajpur district, was cap-
tured on video as he meted out punishment
to a couple accused of being involved in an
extramarital affair. The strongman is among
the politically protected enforcers who have,
over time, acquired enough power to usurp
the authority of the police, administration
and judiciary and hold summary trials fol-
lowed by beatings that are attended by hun-
dreds of villagers-turned-spectators.

The North Dinajpur incident is not an ex-
ception. In the second half of June, several in-
cidents in which the mob took the law into its
own hands, were reported across the state.
In some instances, including one in Pandua
in Hooghly district and one in Jhargram,
people died.

The North Dinajpur, Pandua and
Jhargram incidents reveal that there is a par-
allel authority that operates outside the sys-
tem of law and the government, which is not
accountable and has no responsibility except
to ensure the dominance of the Trinamool
Congress in every aspect of life.

In North Dinajpur, two people decided to
live together, even though they were legally
married to other people. Appointing them-
selves as the moral police, the people of
Dighalgaon village in the Lakhipur gram pan-
chayat gathered at a primary school where an
entirely illegal salishi sabha, or kangaroo court,
decided to punish the couple. A private mat-
ter turned into a publicissue.

Up until now, Mamata
Banerjee’s mystique has
helped to salvage her from
the consequences of the
rampant abuse of power by
people who appear to have
immunity from being
prosecuted because of their
association with the
Trinamool Congress. She
knows that it cannot last
forever and her luck seems to
be running out as she
challenges the vested
interests in her party.

By taking the law into their own hands,
the people of Dighalgaon and the Lakhipur
gram panchayat are complicit in breaking
the rule of law. The power of community-ap-
proved, politically-protected and, therefore,
armoured-with-immunity enforcers to carry
out illegal acts threatens the power of the
government on the one hand and the rule of
law on the other. If Tajimul Islam is account-
able for his crimes, so are those who turned
up for the “hearing”.

The incident points to the reduction of
the police and the administration into inef-
fectual clean-up services, mostly powerless
and, therefore, irrelevant. The coercive au-
thority of the state, which is controlled by
the government headed by Mamata
Banerjee, appears to have been usurped by
a league of enforcers who seem to enjoy
political protection.

The issue is not how or even when
Tajimul Islam or the now notorious
Shahjahan Sheikh of Sandeshkhali, accused
of land grab and sexual exploitation of
women, acquired the sort of immunity that
protected them from being apprehended for
wrongdoing. The issue is whether the
Mamata Banerjee government has the ca-
pacity to deal with the problem.

Strangely enough, the June incidents co-
incided with a televised meeting where
Mamata Banerjee named, shamed and
blamed ministers, municipal bosses, bureau-
crats and the police for being part of a nexus
that managed illegalities — in other words,

for being corrupt. She read them the riot act
for running a parallel administration, the
purpose of which was to ensure that en-
croachments by hawkers and vendors of
pavements and streets, unauthorised park-
ing of cars and other vehicles, appropriation
of government property and public spaces,
even ponds and water bodies, was nor-
malised, so long as the negotiated fee
reached the people in power. The dangerous
erosion of the rule of law is now a threat to
her power as the chief minister and the boss
of the Trinamool Congress.

Corruption is a spectre that is going to
haunt Mamata Banerjee. She has been
working to distance herself from scams and
clean up her government and her party be-
fore the next elections in 2026, when she
will be held to account by voters. Her prob-
lem is that there is a link between the per-
petrators and the Trinamool Congress
and its functionaries in too many instances
of wrongdoing.

Mamata Banerjee’s mystique has helped
salvage her from the consequences of the
rampant abuse of power by people who ap-
pear to have immunity from being prose-
cuted because of their association with the
Trinamool Congress. She knows that it can-
not last forever and her luck seems to be
running out as she challenges the vested
interests in her party.

The writeris a senior journalist
based in Kolkata

Jury 2,1984, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

ARMY IN PUNJAB

IN A TELEVISION BROADCAST, Chief of
Army staff, AS Vaidya, said that the Army’s
role in Punjab wasn’t over and warned
against believing rumours which
undermine confidence in the nation’s
security apparatus. He added that those
whoacted ina “mutinous manner” were to
be punished severely.

SMUGGLERS RAIDED

170 PREMISES WERE raided and 127 peo-
ple were arrested across Delhi, Kerala,
Gujarat, and Maharashtra on June 1.

Information regarding the operations was
relayed by Union Finance Minister, Pranab
Mukherjee who denied allegations that
they were being carried out due to proxim-
ity to the Lok Sabha elections. The detainees
were held under the Contravention of
Foreign Exchange and Prevention of
Smuggling Activities Act and the Foreign
Exchange Regulations Act.

PM ON TAMIL ISSUE

INDIRA GANDHI AND Sri Lankan President
JR Jayewardene met on July 1. Accompanied
by the Minister of External Affairs and Sri
Lanka’s national security minister, the at-

mosphere of the meeting was “cordial”.
Paths to solve the Tamil question have not
been ruled out.

Moscow-DELHI TALKS

A HIGH-LEVEL DEFENCE delegation has
gone to Moscow to negotiate the indige-
nous manufacture of a wide range of so-
phisticated military equipment and com-
ponents, including the licence production
of a modern fighter aircraft, with the
Soviet Union. The Indian delegation would
also discuss measures to expedite
the process of setting up MiG-27 fighter
aircraft production.
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THE IDEAS PAGE

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The new balance of seats in Northern Ireland is likely to renew speculation
about an eventual referendum on unification with the Republic. Such a
referendum will not happen any time soon. But such a set of results will heighten

unionist uncertainties even so.”

—THE GUARDIAN

CR Sasikumar

Writer & the tree of tongues

UAPA case against her attests to the value of the writer — for being relevant,
for healing the past, repairing the present, creating a better future

K R MEERA

ITWAS AT the Wayanad Literary Festival that
I could finally spend some time with
Arundhati Roy. She was waiting for her ses-
sion after that of the renowned poet K
Satchidanandan and we fell into conversa-
tion. I have always envied people who can
speak for long stretches. I often tend to get
distracted, and once my thoughts stray, my
mind begins to drift. So when she told me
she can’t speak for more than 15 or 20 min-
utes, I felt relieved — and also excited — about
having something in common with
Arundhati.I have been under her spell since
[ first came across an excerpt from The God
of Small Things (1997). 1 still identify myself
and my sister Thara with Estha and Rahel and
believe that their childhood was ours too.
The book and its author remain an integral
part of my life as a reader as well as a writer.

At Wayanad, we were interrupted by
some readers for book signing. She signed
the books, but after returning them, called
the readers back as if to check something in
the books. “What happened?” I asked her
once the readers had left. “They are pirated
copies,” she said with a smile. “Oh really?
That's sad!” I remarked. “Oh, I don’t care,”
Arundhati said, “It doesn’t matter as long as
someone reads them.”

Later, in her session, she said something
that struck me even more. She said that she
would like to travel around the world with-
out any money and wherever she went, if she
introduced herself and asked, “Will you
please buy me lunch?”, there would be some
reader who would gladly do so.

Avyear later, in December 2023, I met her

again, although we didn’t get any time to-
gether. She was in Thiruvananthapuram to
receive the third P Govinda Pillai Memorial
National Award, instituted by the P Govinda
Pillai Sanskriti Kendra, from N Ram. Alongside
M A Baby and Shabnam Hashmi, I, too, was
on the jury. She concluded her acceptance
speech by stating that the Israeli occupation
of the West Bank and the siege of Gaza are a
crime against humanity. Afterwards, as she
was thronged by fans and the press, I could-
n't speak to her again. I wanted to wish her,
“Wherever you go in the world, let there be
plenty of readers to host you at lunch and not
governments to book you.”

To be honest, the reports that the Delhi
LG V K Saxena has granted sanction to pros-
ecute her under UAPA for a speech she made
in 2010 haven’t shocked me, just as her PEN
Pinter Prize win this year hasn't surprised
me. Arundhati had clarified her stand years
ago. She had explained that her words came
from wanting to live in a society that strives
tobeajustone.Instead of ending the matter
there, after 14 years, the government feels it
warrants prosecution under the UAPA. The
shocking part is that most of the mainstream
media are not worried about the legal flaws
or procedural mistakes. They reported it
briefly and vaguely. A few who discussed it
areintrigued by the question of “why now?”,
meaning, perhaps, that she could have been
booked much earlier. They are interested in
the reasons, too. Some say that it is an at-
tempt to divert attention from the ruling
party’s disappointment with the election
outcome. Others say thatitis a well-thought-
out plan to convince the nation that nothing
has changed after all, that the government
inits third term, too, will have zero tolerance
for dissent.

ButI think that there is much more toitif
we look at the chronology. The first Modi
government was more worried about hu-
man-rights activists and NGO workers. The
second Modi government focused on high-

The current scenario boosts
my pride as an author. At the
least, it proves that writers in
this country are still relevant.
After the Emergency, no
other government has taken
writers and artistes as
seriously as the Modi
government. This
government still believes in
the writers’ power to
transform the nation,
exceeding their own. Isn't
that what all authors —
living, dead, exiled, and
murdered — all over the
world wrote for?

profile politicians and academics. Now
comes the turn of artistes and writers, and it
is always better to start with the best-known
first. The time is ripe for Arundhati Roy --- as
recently as March this year, she has chal-
lenged all mighty nations on the issue of the
Gaza war with passages like “..US money and
Indian poverty combine to oil Israel’s geno-
cidal war machine. What a terrible, unthink-
able shame.”

However, the current scenario boosts my
pride as an author. At the least, it proves that
writers in this country are still relevant. After
the Emergency, no other government has
taken writers and artistes as seriously as the
Modi government. This government still be-
lieves in the writers' power to transform the
nation, exceeding their own. Isn’t that what
all authors — living, dead, exiled, and mur-
dered — all over the world wrote for? To be
valued for being relevant, for healing the
past, repairing the present, and creating a
better future?

All sublime literature has blossomed out
of the collective trauma of society. Whenever
democracy is in danger, new ideas incarnate
in the guise of stories and assume different
forms of art to restore humanity and justice.
Just like a new avatar in mythology, writers’
ideas, too, adopt a superior reality. Our free-
dom struggle, the Partition and the
Emergency — all have proven this true. The
poem “The Tree of Tongues” (Naavu Maram,
in Malayalam) by K Satchidanandan, which
alludes to the Emergency, best encapsulates
this: The goddess who ruled the land
chopped off a tongue tree. But, instead of
withering, from the blood of the tree sprouted
a thousand leaves, all tongues, putting forth
the truths the goddess wanted to hide.

"The tree of tongues spread out far and
wide” even during the Emergency. It should
not wither now.

Meera is the author, most
recently of Assassin (2023)

The magic box

NCERT's Jaadui Pitara illustrates importance of play as an aspect of learning

SANJAY KUMAR AND SHANKAR MARUWADA

WHEN THE JAADUI Pitara (magic box) was
launched on February 20, 2023, by the
Minister of Education, a few children were
invited on stage to unveil it. Having opened
the box, the children looked through the
books and flashcards. As they spotted the
toys lying underneath, their eyes lit up and
they thronged the box like children around a
birthday cake. They picked up their favourite
toy from the box — a doll, puppet, tam-
bourine — beaming from ear to ear and be-
came engrossed in their world, with the
stage and ceremony fading into the back-
ground. The toys elicited wonder, curiosity,
and joy. The audience of over five hundred
administrators, academicians, and teachers,
remembered their childhood and broke into
spontaneous applause and beaming smiles.

With bright eyes, laughter —and an occa-
sional wail — children will make their way to
classrooms across India at the start of the new
school year. Let us celebrate the new learning
year by making it welcoming, joyful,and play-
ful for every child. Play is natural for children
and a powerful tool for holistic development
— physical, socio-emotional, language, cogni-
tive,and cultural. It allows children to be curi-
ous,and explore and experiment inasafe, fun,
and non-judgemental space.

Recently, India and the world observed
the International Day of Play on June 11 (as
declared by the United Nations), recognising
the importance of play for children to thrive
and achieve their full potential. India has also
stressed on play and has been a pioneer in
institutionalising it.

The National Education Policy (NEP),
2020, and the National Curriculum
Framework for the Foundational Stage (NCF-
FS), 2022 for the first time envisaged and
crafted a curriculum framework for the foun-
dational stage (covering ages 3-8). The core
transformative aspect of NCF-FS is “learn
through play”, giving legitimacy to what is
known instinctively: When children play,
they learn. Learning does not just happen
through writing or reading and it’s impera-
tive not to force a particular style of learning.
There are as many pathways to learning as
there are learners. Play includes conversa-
tion, storytelling, toys, songs and rhymes,
music and movement, arts and crafts, and
indoor and outdoor games. This interaction
creates an indelible bond among students,
teachers, parents and the community.

A symbol of the transformative nature
of NCF-FS is NCERT’s Jaadui Pitara, which
exemplifies the content needed in any

school for the foundational stage. It is di-
verse and demonstrates the sensibilities
(age-appropriate, local, with sensory expe-
rience) to be kept in mind while develop-
ing such content. The Pitara has toys, games,
puzzles, puppets, posters, flashcards, story-
books, playbooks and teacher handbooks.
Each toy and play is mapped to a definite
learning outcome. Stakeholders across the
country have appreciated the transforma-
tive teaching-learning materials found in
the Jaadui Pitara. Efforts are ongoing by
states to customise the box’s contents for
their local context and milieu.

Recognising that we now live in the dig-
ital era and that technology-enabled chan-
nels can accelerate and amplify the reach and
impact of the Jaadui Pitara, the Ministry of
Education launched the e-Jaadui Pitara in
February to complement the physical box
and democratise access through multiple
channels: Computers, smart- and feature-
phones, television and radio. Caregivers can
now interact with virtual assistants, leverag-
ing generative Al through chatand voice fea-
tures, to tell stories and ask questions on en-
gaging children in play-learn activities.

Several studies on child development and
the brain too indicate that play is essential

for: One, brain development, especially stim-
ulation of the prefrontal cortex, which is re-
sponsible for attention, problem-solving and
regulating social behaviour; two, neuroplas-
ticity or ability to form new neural connec-
tions, fundamental for learning and adapt-
ing throughout life; three, intuitive
knowledge, essential for problem-solving
and decision-making in complex and
uncertain conditions.

The importance of play as a fundamen-
tal aspect of parenting in building the foun-
dation for children’s growth and develop-
ment, right from infancy, is underscored by
international agencies like UNICEF.

During play, children are continuously
making choices. They are full of wonder and
joy.Play fosters holistic development, creativ-
ity,and resilience among children. For adults,
play enhances mental health, cognition and
creativity. When parents and caregivers en-
gage childrenin play, they celebrate play. Let’s
celebrate play and help children learn and de-
velop. Bachpan manao, badhte jao.

Kumaris Secretary, Department of School
Education and Literacy, Government of India
and Maruwada is CEO and Co-Founder,
EkStep Foundation, Bengaluru

Drawing borders
in the air

Presence of China’s stealth fighters on Tibet air
base is a signal. India must firm up its partnership
with France for joint production of Rafales

DI1pTENDU CHOUDHURY

fly zones”, inaccessible to the IAF aircraft
for intelligence, surveillance, and recon-
naissance missions, AD combat air patrols,
as well as air mobility and air logistics, if the
current situation is not carefully addressed.

For now, the IAF’s mainstay fleet of
fourth-gen fighters comprising Su30s,
MiG29, and M2000, supplemented by two
squadrons of the 4.5 Gen Rafale provides

THE RECENT SATELLITE image of China’s
fifth generation stealth fighters, the J20
Mighty Dragon, parked on the main tarmac
of Shigatse air base in Tibet, along withJ10
Vigorous Dragon fighters at an altitude of
12,408 feet, has set off a flurry of specula-
tion and raised concerns. This has led to
comparisons between the J20 and the 4.5
generation Indian Rafale and triggered a
bean count of platforms as a measure of the
two Air Forces. Number crunching, how-
ever, does not reflect the true military
measure of air power, which includes
weapons capability and roles, employment
tactics and concepts of operation, and most
importantly, skill sets, experience and com-
bat readiness status of the aircrew.

The J20 is touted as the stealth counter
to the US F22, with its internal carriage ca-
pability of long-range air-to-air missiles and
precision-guided munitions. Their presence
showcases the People’s Liberation Army Air
Force’s (PLAAF) high-end platforms, its abil-
ity to use its high-altitude air bases for
fighter operations, and its growing ability
to project air power in the region to counter
the Indian Air Force’s forward deployment
of Sukhois and Rafales. It is also a political
signal that the border dispute with India is
no longer a territorial issue, but one of sov-
ereign airspace. More regular activation of
its bases in the future will see increased air
activity across our borders close to disputed
spaces, and more frequent air violations to
test India’s response.

What is also clear is that all the aircraft
are lined up on the open tarmac, with the
absence of any blast-protected airfield in-
frastructure and dispersed hardened air-
craft shelters and no efforts at camouflage.
The visible absence of supporting ground
equipment necessary for extended fighter
operations, on and around the tarmac, in-
dicates the high probability of a temporary
deployment. The mix of platforms and the
presence of the K] 500 underscores PLAAF's
increasing conduct of complex large mis-
sions and growing capabilities in project-
ing air power over long distances.

Beijing has steadily built a robust bor-
der infrastructure to sustain its mobility
and logistics support, increased its army
deployments to improve the force ratios,
and has continued to sustain its political
stand with military presence, despite 29
sessions of the Working Mechanism for
Consultation and Coordination on the
India-China Border. Ceding to the strident
demands for the creation of buffer zones
indisputed areas, ostensibly as a precursor
to disengagement, could set a dangerous
precedent for demands of aerial buffer
zones in future — this suits the Chinese to
strategically restrict the IAF presence and
operations in the region. Forward airstrips
close to the border and sovereign air spaces
over the disputed areas could become “no-

an asymmetric advantage, which China is
working to neutralise on priority. The gov-
ernment is seized of the declining combat
air power inventory of the IAF, but it is the
absence of urgency to address this strategic
criticality in India’s continental threat that
is of serious concern. Two squadrons of 4.5
generation Rafales are nowhere near
enough to meet our current and future se-
curity requirements, given the over 7,000
km of hostile borders, and the immense
volume of sovereign air spaces to be de-
fended. To keep China at bay militarily, the
urgent fulfilment of the Multi-Role Fighter
Aircraft (MRFA) gap to bolster the 4.5-gen-
eration inventory, is not just an IAF require-
ment but a national security imperative for
several reasons.

India’s already delayed fifth-generation
multirole fighter jet, the Advanced Medium
Combat Aircraft (AMCA), is expected to
take a decade before it can be inducted into
service. By then, China would have already
developed its sixth-gen fighter to keep pace
with the US. The next problem is that the
upgraded MiG29, Mirage 2000 and Jaguar
fleets would reach obsolescence before the
AMCA squadrons become operational. This
will deplete the high-end platform inven-
tory of the IAF and skew the force ratio fur-
ther, both in quantum and quality. Finally,
even with the optimal bolstering of the in-
digenous production capacity which will
take over a decade, it will be too late to ar-
rest the further decline in India’s combat
air power. By the time the Tejas Mk 1A, the
Mk 2 and the AMCA go into full-scale pro-
duction over the coming years, China
would have altered the air power and mil-
itary balance in the region irretrievably in
its favour. Thus, the urgent fulfilment of the
long-pending 114 medium multi-role
fighter aircraft requirement is a critical na-
tional security requirement.

Given the large numbers, a bilateral
partnership with France for additional
jointly-produced Rafales in India, with an
attendant long-term agreement for joint
upgrades and technology transfer access
on future 4.5 generation-plus variants of
the platform and its weapons suite, makes
strategic sense. It will enable a steady and
stable induction from a reliable partner, en-
sure greater platform commonality, assure
future platform and weapons upgrades,
and future engine development for the
AMCA. It will also balance the inventory,
reduce dependence on Russia and prevent
the reliance on a temperamental US mili-
tary industry, while fostering indigenous
defence production.

As China seeks to offset or at the least
balance the IAF’s air power advantage, its
greatest adverse impact will be on India’s
deterrence posture and military capabil-
ity. It will be a mistake to cede India’s
current advantage.

The writer is a retired air marshal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

WHY NEW CODES?

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The new
compact’ (IE, July 1). The greatest irony
of the BJP’s decolonisation narrative is
that even though the three new crimi-
nal laws have replaced the colonial laws,
those who are entrusted with their im-
plementation are governed by the Police
Act, 1861.One must not overlook the fact
that there was no popular demand from
society or polity for the wholesale re-
placement of these old laws. On the other
hand, there were strong recommenda-
tions for police reforms from many bod-
ies. Sadly, governments have not shown
initiative for such reforms.

LRMurmu, New Delhi

A FEAT ON FIELD

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘T20
Champions’ (IE, July 1). The feeling of
lifting the World Cup trophy after 13
years and the ICC Trophy after 11 years
must be unmatched. Under Rohit
Sharma’s captaincy, the team'’s un-
beaten run throughout the tournament
led to their coronation as the new short-
est-format world champions. The men
in blue showcased their sporting
prowess on the global stage. With ex-
plosive batting methodology, meticu-
lous bowling strategies and agile field-
ing, the players exhibited a perfect
blend of talent and grit.

Rohan Mahajan, Jammu

HISTORIC WIN

THISREFERS TO the article, ‘Tortoise and
hare in Barbados’ (IE, July 1). The pres-
sure on the Indian players was starkly ev-
ident at the Kensington Oval stadium in
Barbados. With 30 needed from 30 balls,
sixwickets in hand and Heinrich Klaasen
leading the charge, the Proteas looked all
set for their first ever World Cup triumph.
The stunning catch by Surya Kumar
Yadav deserves special mention, espe-
cially since it came at a time when the
situation was tense. We have to settle
that India won this time. South Africadid
not lose since it was anyone’s game till
the last moment.

SSPaul, Nadia

EQUALITY OF JUSTICE

THISREFERS TO the report, ‘C]l listening,
Mamata calls for judiciary free of politi-
cal bias’ (IE, June 30). West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee’s appeal to
the Supreme Court to ensure that the
country’s jurisprudence is devoid of po-
litical bias is timely. We have seen how
the Karnataka High Court granted bail to
former CM YediyurappainaPOCSO case.
Onthe other hand, the Delhi HC recently
stayed an order of a lower court grant-
ing bail to CM Arvind Kejriwal under the
rigorous PMLA, even before reading the
order copy.Justice will continue toelude
us until there is accountability.

Kamal Laddha, Bengaluru
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IMD: Normal or above rainfall in July

Flood situation in Arunachal,

- - EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
For the convenience of rail passengers, Northern || 5 \e JuLy1
Railway has decided to extend the periodicity of run
of following Special Train with revised composition | | THE COUNTRY will receive nor-
and timings, as per details mentioned below :- mal or above rainfall during July,
the India Meteorological

Department (IMD) , in its
monthly rainfall and temperature
outlook released on Monday.
Good and widespread normal
rainfallis forecast over all areas of
the country barring northwest
and central India, north Tamil
Nadu. The maximum tempera-
tures will remain above normal
where subdued rainfall is pre-

“Both the weather models
and past statistics indicate that
the country will receive normal
or above rainfall during this
said Mrutyunjay
Mohapatra, director general, IMD.

Whenever June rainfall has
been below normal during 20 of
the 25 years since a century, the
monthly rainfall during the fol-
lowing July over the country was
above normal, the IMD chief said.

There will be favourable
ocean conditions, during July, in
the form of neutral Indian Ocean
Dipole and active Madden Jullian
Oscillation -- both of which reg-
ulate the intra-seasonal rainfall
over the country.

Rainfall during June this year
had ended remaining- 11 per cent
and some of the major contribu-
tory factors were stalled monsoon
advance and MJO which was not

Train No. 04075 Train No. 04076
ARR. | DEP. I STATIONS I ARR. DEP.
— | 2345 ¥ New Delhi I 0930 | -
00:26 | 00:28 Sonipat 07:50 | 07:52
00:58 | 01:00 Panipat 07:10 | 07:12
01:25| 01:27 Karnal 06:37 | 06:39
01:50 | 01:52 Kurukshetra Jn. 06:10 | 06:12 v
02:30 | 02:40 Ambala Cantt 0525 | 05:35 || | dicted-
04:06 | 04:16 Dhandari Kalan 04:05 | 04:10
05:26 | 05:28 Jalandhar Cantt 02:38 | 0243
07:15| 07:20 Pathankot Cantt 00:40 | 00:45
09:15 | 09:25 Jammu Tawi 21:45 | 21:55 || | month,”
11:08 | 11:10 | Martyr Captain Tushar Mahajan | 20:48 | 20:50
11:40 -- Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra - 20:20
Date of run :- 04075 Ex. New Delhi from 03.07.2024 to 31.07.2024 and
04076 Ex. Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra from 04.07.2024 to 01.08.2024.
Revised Accommodation: 2 TierAC, 3 TierAC, Sleeper & General.

foreTe gfése steret fortiur fororet

(3R PR 31 I9HH)
PIfeed TR, Y114, BIF 50— 0612-2950702

(fadhs wgfer)

SPTN 30~ fIaT S0 I W 06/2024-25

1 fasTo=eTar @1 U™ Td udr ;- g sife, faER gferd wae

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, JULY1

in a favourable phase to aid the
monsoons. Moreover, the num-
ber of low pressure affected days
was three for the one event which
emerged in the north Bay of
Bengal during the fagend of June.
Whereas, normally, the country
witnesses atleast three such sys-
tems during the onset month, the
IMD officials said.

India received the lowestJune
rainfall this year since 2020 — the
third consecutive year when the
country's rainfall in this month
was below average. The all-India
rainfall for the season, which
commenced exactly amonthago,
stood at 147.2 mm and this was
11 per cent short of normal.

Being the onset month, the
monsoon does not cover the
whole of India and some rainfall
deficit is normal. June rainfall
amounts to 15 per cent of the
country's total southwest mon-
soon seasonal rainfall of 880mm
(1971-2020data).

This season, the Southwest
Monsoon arrived over Kerala on
May 30 and progressed on time
up until Maharashtra, where it
advanced around June 9.
Thereafter, the weak monsoon
currents and the absence of
favourable synoptic systems
stalled the monsoon advance
over West Bengal, Odisha,
Jharkhand, and Bihar along with
areas of Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, and Uttar Pradesh.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Assam grim, more rain ahead

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GUWAHATI, JULY1

WITH HEAVY rainfall and rivers
flowing over danger levels,
Assam and Arunachal Pradesh
are reeling under severe flood
conditions and the state admin-
istrations are bracing for the sit-
uation to further deteriorate over
the next few days.

The flood situation in Assam
took a turn for the worse from
Sunday evening with 6.4 lakh
people from 1,275 villages across
19 districts affected as of
Monday evening. The displace-
ment brought about by the
floods has resulted in 8,142 peo-
ple taking shelter in 72 relief
camps across 11 districts, with
the highest number of displaced
people in Barak Valley’'s
Karimganj district and the Upper
Assam districts of Tinsukia,
Lakhimpur and Dibrugarh. As
many as 35 people have lost
their lives to flood-related inci-
dents so far this year.

Different rivers running
through Assam such as the
Brahmaputra, Desang, Subansiri,
Dekhow, Buridehing, Beki and
Barak were flowing above nor-

Justice Gavai: Disturbing instances
of judges canvassing for elevation

though the court timings are up to 1.30

p.m. It is more shocking to know that
some of the Judges do not sit in the sec-
ond half,” he said.
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UNDERLINING THE importance of judi-
cial discipline, Supreme Court judge
Justice B R Gavai has cautioned against
what he said were “disturbing instances”
of High Court judges not being punctual
and canvassing for elevation to the top
court and termed such canvassing as “in-
jurious to the principle of discipline”.
Speaking at the National Judicial

Justice Gavai added that “it pains to
mention that some of the judges even go
to the extent of canvassing their candi-
dature for elevation to the Supreme
Court. They try to prove their case as to
how they are more suitable for elevation
to the Supreme Court than the other sen-
ior judges of the said court.”

Explaining the process of appoint-

fafaer @ Jerar srafer : 120 f&=1 1 9. &Rl &7 faawor -—

Academy Conference in Kolkata on June
29, Justice Gavai said ever since he became

ments, he pointed out that “the Collegium
works on a database which has the infor-
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Ataflooded village in Assam’s Nagaon district, Monday. P11

mal levels.

With the IMD forecasting
that various parts of rainfall are
expected to receive moderate to
heavy rainfall over the next four
days, Sarma stated that “the next
3-4 days will be very critical for
the state”.

The situation in Upper Assam
district of North Lakhimpur has
also been adversely affected by
the release of excess water by the
NHPC from the Subansiri Lower
Dam on Sunday evening.

Flooding in Kaziranga
National Park — where 95 out of
233 forest check-posts have been

CBI books sepoy
housekeeper, 9
others in fake
job racket case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY1

THE CBI has lodged an FIR
against 10 persons, including a
sepoy housekeeper and crafts-
man of the Indian Army for al-
legedly running a fake recruit-
ment racket and duping
innocent candidates with jobs in
the Indian Army, Territorial
Army, Assam Rifles, and Eastern
Railways.

The CBI lodged an FIR after
they received a complaint on
April 5 this year from M
Mukherjee, Deputy Secretary
(Vigilance), MoD and conducted
preliminary enquiry against
Sepoy Bablu Chauhan, CFN
(Craftsman) Akash and un-
known public and private per-
sons. “Chauhan had established
a nexus with Akash and other
public servants and private per-
sons for recruiting civilians in
Indian Army, Territorial Army,
Assam Rifles, Eastern Railway
and Food Corporation of India in
lieu of money,” the FIR states.

The CBI has alleged that they
made over a crore from aspiring
candidates.

inundated - has triggered the
migration of wild animals to the
neighbouring hills in Karbi
Anglong.

The situation in Arunachal
Pradesh was also grim with var-
ious parts of the state reeling un-
der floods and landslides, and
the Itanagar administration an-
nounced the closure of schools
till July 6. The Assam Rifles were
also brought in to rescue
stranded people from flooded
villages in Namsai and
Changlang districts and around
500 people had been rescued as
of Monday evening.

Patkar handed
five-month jail
term in 2001
defamation case

NIRBHAY THAKUR
NEW DELHI, JULY 1

ADELHI court Monday sentenced
activist Medha Patkar to five
months imprisonment in a 23-
year-old criminal defamation case
filed by Delhi L-G VK Saxena.
Patkar was also told to pay Rs 10
lakh compensation to Saxena.

Taking into account her age
and health condition, Raghav
Sharma, Judicial Magistrate (First
(lass),said he won't give an exces-
sive punishment of one to two
years. Moreover, the judge or-
dered aone-month suspension of
the sentence under Section 389(3)
of the CrPC to allow Patkar to file
an appeal against the judgment.

“While the convictis adistin-
guished social activist with nu-
merous awards, this status
makes her actions even more
reprehensible... the fact that
someone of her stature made
such false and damaging allega-
tions aggravates her liability, asit
undermines public trust and sets
a negative example,” the judge
said while sentencing Patkar.

Commenting that Patkar
“harboured a clear intention to
defame” Saxena, the court also
noted that he was called an
agent of the Gujarat government
by the accused.

Pay 350 lakh, apologise
to Lakshmi Puri, Delhi
HC orders TMC leader

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY1

THE DELHI High Court Monday
directed TMC leader Saket
Gokhale to apologise and pay
Rs 50 lakh damages to former
diplomat Lakshmi Murdeshwar
Puri, wife of Union Minister for
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Hardeep Singh Puri, in a 2021
defamation case.

A single-judge bench of
Justice Anup Jairam Bhambhani
ordered Gokhale to apologise to
Puri, a former assistant secretary
general of the UN, on his X han-
dle, which should be retained for
“six months from the date itis put
out”aswellas publishitinalead-
ing English daily in four weeks.
The damages should be paid
within eight weeks, the HC said.

“The bell can’tbe unrung. The
damage caused to the plaintiff’'s
(Puri) reputation by the offend-
ing tweets cannot be effaced
completely. An express, unre-
served and unconditional apol-
ogy is the very least that is re-
quired from defendant No.1
(Gokhale) for having put out the
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offending tweets... Furthermore,
defendantNo.1 isrestrained from
publishing any further tweet or
any other content on any social
media or other electronic plat-
form in relation to the imputa-
tions made in the offending
tweets,” the HC directed.

Inher lawsuit filed in HC, Puri
had claimed that Gokhale, who
posted certain tweets about her,
had “tarnished her good name
and reputation by making reck-
lessand false allegations” inrela-
tion to her financial affairs in the
“contextof anapartment that she
owns in Geneva, Switzerland”.

Justice Bhambhani observed
that very few allegations can
“hurt a person associated with
public office” more thanan alle-
gation of “financial impropriety”.

“... What is quite evident is
thatdefendant No.1 was actually
targeting the plaintiff's husband,
who was (and is even today) a
serving Minister under Central
Government, since it otherwise
defies reason as to why defen-
dantNo.1 would target the plain-
tiff who had retired from foreign
service back in 2011,” the judge
said.

9 killed in accident

Jaipur: Nine people died inaroad
accident in Rajasthan’s Karauli
district on Monday evening. The
collision between a Bolero and a
truckalso left four people injured.
According to police, 13 people
were returning home after visit-
ing Keola Devi temple when the
accident took place. ENS

Azadiy,
Amrit Mahotsav

Notice For E-Auction

Senior Divisional Commercial Manager/Freight, Delhi Division, Northern Railway, in terms of Railway
Board letter no. 2022/TC(FM)/10/04 dated 13.06.2022, invites bids through e-Auction (www.ireps.gov.in) for
leasing of parcel space of SLR compartments and Parcel Vans (on round trip basis) for a period of two years
as per detail and schedule given below:-

Vo= NORTHERN RAILWAY

Date & time

S-No of e-Auction

Assets to be auctioned

03.07.2024
at 10:30 am

04304 (F1, F2 & R1), 12013 (F1), 12015 (F1) 12031 (F1), 12034 (F1), 12276 (F1), 12432
(F1), 12448 (F1), 12459 (F1), 12986 (F1), 15035 (F2), 20840 (F1), 22414 (F1), 22472 (F1,
F2 &R1),22654 (F1)

04.07.2024
at 10:30 am

12045 (F1), 12265 (F), 12754 (F1), 14152 (F1), 14164 (F1), 14206 (F1), 14681 (F1),
20506 (F1), 20938 (F1&R1), 22401 (F1), 22634 (F1), 22812 (F1)

05.07.2024
at 10:30 am

12463 (F1), 12584 (F1), 14035 (F1, F2 & R1), 14053 (R1), 14212 (F1), 14521 (F1, F2 &
R1),22210 (F1)

08.07.2024
at 10:30 am

12191 (F1, F2 & R1), 12420 (F1), 12457 (F1, F2 & R1), 12918 (F1), 12963 (F1), 14041
(R1), 14316 (F1), 14507 (F1, F2 & R1), 15035 (F1 & R1), 19338 (F1), 20914 (F1), 20946
(F1), 22429 (F1), 22463 (F1)

10.07.2024
at 10:30 am

12066 (F1), 12428 (F1), 14087 (F1, F2 & R1), 14089 (F1, F2 & R1), 14316 (R1), 14731 (F1
& R1), 15060 (F1 & R1), 20473 (F1 & R1), 20488 (F1), 22168 (F1 & F2), 22404 (F1),
22950 (F1), 22986 (F1)

11.07.2024
at 10:30 am

12005 (F1), 12038 (F1), 12055 (F1), 12057 (F1), 12148 (R1), 12212 (F1), 12215 (F1)
12282 (F1), 12436 (F1), 12444 (F1), 12481 (F1, F2 & R1), 14714 (F1), 15558 (F1), 18428
(F1), 22406 (F1), 22408 (F1), 22410 (F1), 22421 (F2 &R1)

12.07.2024
at 10:30 am

01 LVPH (24 tonnes) on round trip basis in each train - 12226/12225, 12236/12235,
12284/12283, 12425/12426, 12432/12431, 12442/12441, 12445/12446, 12488/12487,
14033/14034, 22420722419, 22428/22427, 22429/22430, 22434/22433, 22460/22459 &
01 VP (23 tonnes) on round trip basis in train number: 22418/22417

15.07.2024
at 10:30 am

12060 (F1) (Monday and Tuesday), 12060 (F1) (Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
Saturday and Sunday) 12284 (F1), 14014 (F1), 14303 (F1 & R1), 14305 (F1 & R1),
14331 (F1,F2&R1) 14545 (F1,F2 &R1), 22168 (R1), 22806 (F1), 22868 (F1)

16.07.2024

9 | at10:30 am

12011 (F1), 12017 (F1), 12029 (F1), 12040 (F1), 12148 (F1 & F2), 12455 (F1), 14041
(F1), 14053 (F2), 22454 (F1, F2 &R1)

Important notes:

1. For more information, requirement and various aspects regarding these e-Auctions, interested
bidders are advised to visit https://www.ireps.gov.in/html/helpdesk/learning_centre.html. (e-
Auction leasing section). 2. Earnest Money Deposit (EMD): 5% of the total contractual bid value to be
deposited online during the auction. EMD of the successful bidder will be retained as Security Deposit.

3. Railway Administration reserves the full and absolute rights 4. to short terminate these contracts at
any point of time and/or for taking any decision regarding the discontinuation/continuation of these
contracts with modified/additional terms and conditions depending upon the continuation/
discontinuation of these trains or commencement of new train services.
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GRSE signs deal
with Bangladesh
for 800-tonne

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI, JULY1

THE BANGLADESH Navy has
signed a deal with the Indian
Garden Reach Shipbuilders and
Engineers (GRSE) for an 800-
tonne ocean-going tug—a major
contract to be signed under a
$500-million line of credit that
was extended to Bangladesh by
India for purchase of defence
equipment.

The deal was inked in Dhaka
Sunday in the presence of repre-
sentatives of GRSE and the
Bangladesh Navy’s directorate
general of defence purchases. It
coincided with a four-day visit to
Bangladesh by Indian Navy Chief
Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi,
aimed at strengthening bilateral
defence relations.

As per GRSE, the ship worth
approximately USD 21 million
will be delivered to Bangladesh
within 24 months. As per officials,
the platform would help tow
shipsatsea,and will also be capa-
ble of rescue operations.

The development comes amid
anincreasing Chinese footprintin
Bangladesh’s defence market.
Currently, the Bangladesh Navy
has several warships of Chinese
origin. It also bought two sub-
marines from China in 2016.

A senior defence official said
the deal is critical as it helps ex-
pand India-Bangladesh mar-
itime engagement beyond joint
exercises and training between
the two navies.

A senior defence official told
The Indian Express that India has
been encouraging Bangladesh to
send its naval assets to Indian
shipyards for repair and refit.

Army facing unique operational
«nwinswe Clygllenges, says Gen Dwivedi

Synergy among Army, Air Force and Navy among my priorities: Army Chief

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI, JULY1

THE INDIAN Army is ready and
capable to face all current and fu-
ture security challenges facing
India, Army Chief General
Upendra Dwivedi said on
Monday amid anincrease in ter-
ror incidents in the Jammu belt
and the ongoing border standoff
with China in eastern Ladakh.

In his initial remarks to the
media a day after taking over as
the Army Chief, Gen Dwivedi said
working towards ensuring syn-
ergy among the Army, Air Force
and the Navy would be one of his
priorities. He added the Army is
facing “unique operational chal-
lenges” and to remain prepared
for such threats, itis crucial tocon-
tinue equipping soldiers with the
latest weapons. “I am fully con-
scious of the responsibility as-
signed to me and I assure the
country and fellow citizens that
the Indian Army is fully capable
and ready to face all current and
future challenges,” he said.

Gen Dwivedi said the geo-po-
litical landscape is changing rap-
idly and technology is evolving at
a very fast pace. “The Indian
Army faces unique operational
challenges and to remain pre-
pared for such threats and dis-
tinctive requirements, it is crucial
that we continuously equip our
soldiers with state-of-the-art
weapons and technology and
continue to evolve our war-fight-
ing strategies,” he said.

Gen Dwivedi said the Army

India, Pak share lists
of civilian prisoners,
fishermen in each
other’s custody: MEA

Centre calls for early release of those
who have completed their sentence

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY'1

INDIA AND Pakistan exchanged
the lists of civilian prisoners and
fishermen in each other's cus-
tody, the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said Monday,
adding that Pakistan has shared
the names of 43 civilian prison-
ersand 211 fishermen inits cus-
tody who are Indian or believed-
to-be-Indian.

India has shared the names
of 366 civilian prisoners and 86
fishermen inits custody who are
Pakistani or are believed-to-be-
Pakistani, the MEA said in a
statement. Under the provisions
of the bilateral agreement on
Consular Access 2008, such lists
are exchanged every year on
January 1 and July 1, the state-
ment said. The lists were ex-
changed “through diplomatic
channels simultaneously at New
Delhi and Islamabad”, it added.

According to the MEA, the
Government of India has called
for "early release and repatria-
tion" of civilian prisoners, fisher-
men along with their boats and
missing Indian defence person-
nel from Pakistan's custody.

“Pakistan has been asked to
expedite the release and repatri-
ation of 185 Indian fishermen
and civilian prisoners, who have
completed their sentence. In ad-

NTA RELEASES RESULT OF 1,563 CANDIDATES

dition, Pakistan has been asked
to provide immediate consular
access to the 47 civilian prison-
ers and fishermen in Pakistan's
custody, who are believed-to-
be-Indian and have not been
provided consular access so far,”
the statement said.

Pakistan has been requested
toensure the safety, security and
welfare of all Indian and be-
lieved-to-be-Indian civilian pris-
oners and fishermen, pending
their release and repatriation to
India, it added.

The MEA said India remains
committed to addressing, on pri-
ority, all humanitarian matters,
including those pertaining to
prisoners and fishermen in each
other's country.

"In this context, India has
urged Pakistan to expedite the
nationality verification process
of 75 believed-to-be-Pakistani
civilian prisoners and fishermen
in India's custody, whose repa-
triation is pending for want of
nationality confirmation from
Pakistan,” the statement said.

“As a result of sustained ef-
forts by the government, 2,639
Indian fishermen and 71 Indian
civilian prisoners have been
repatriated from Pakistan since
2014. This includes 478 Indian
fishermen and 13 Indian civilian
prisoners who have been repa-
triated from Pakistan since 2023
till date," itadded.

Chief of Army Staff General Upendra Dwivedi inspects a Guard of Honour at South Block. P11

is on the path to transformation
and it aspires to be
“Atmanirbhar” in defence and to
achieve this, indigenous initia-
tives will be encouraged and
maximum war systems and
equipment that are manufac-
tured in India will be inducted.
He added that he would focus
on ensuring that the Army is
ready to operate in the full spec-
trum of conflict.

“It will be my endeavour to
ensure that the Indian Army is
always ready to operate in the
full spectrum of conflict, main-
taining complete synergy with
the Indian Navy, Indian Air Force
and other stakeholders," he said,

adding that it will ensure that
India's interests are secured and
we become a major pillar of na-
tion building to achieve the vi-
sion of Viksit Bharat-2047.
Paying his tributes to brave-
hearts who made supreme sac-
rifice in the line of duty, he said
he was fully committed to pro-
tect the interests of all the per-
sonnel in the force and to extend
full support to ex-servicemen
and their families. "It will be my
priority to ensure that the inter-
ests and welfare of all ranks and
defence civilians of the Army are
looked after," he said. “My re-
sponsibility towards veterans,
‘veer naris’ and their families is a

RSS CHIEF VISITS 1965 WARHERO’S VILLAGE
‘Despite differences, India is one’:
Bhagwat releases book on Hamid

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JULY 1

DESPITE ITS differences, India
has functioned as one nation for
thousands of years and this
unity was apparent whenever it
faced attacks from Pakistan or
China, Rashtriya Swayamsewak
Sangh chief Mohan Bhagwat
said Monday.

Bhagwat was speaking in
Ghazipur during the launch of a
book on 1965 war hero Abdul
Hamid, who was posthumously
awarded the Param Vir Chakra.

Bhagwat on Monday visited
the native village of Hamid,
Dhamupur, where he released a
book on Hamid titled ‘Mere Papa
Paramvir’ and another book ti-
tled ‘Bharat ka Musalman’.

During his address at the
event, Bhagwat said, “Despite di-
versities, India is one nation and

sacred commitment and I as-
sure this extended family my
full support,” he said.

Gen Dwivedi will bring with
him 40 years of operational ex-
perience which includes several
command and staff appoint-
ments across northern, eastern,
and western theatres.

Aside from bringing in joint-
ness among the three services
and tackling the various opera-
tional challenges along the fron-
tiers with Pakistan and China, a
fresh look at the Agnipath re-
cruitment scheme and continu-
ing with the modernisation of
the Army are likely to be among
his key priorities.

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat in Ghazipur on Monday. P11

one society. We have different
religions, castes, communities
and states in our country and we
speak different languages, but
we all are one in the name of the
nation and the country. During
war with enemy countries, peo-
ple from all castes, religions and
states unite for the nation.”

Earlier, Bhagwat offered trib-
utes at the statues of Hamid and
Rasoolan Bibi, Hamid's wife.

The book ‘Mere Papa Param
Vir' is written by Ramachandran
Srinivasan while the book ‘Bharat
Ka Musalman’ is authored by
Captain (retired) Magsood
Ghazipuri. WITHPTIINPUT

NHRC seeks reports from
Centre, TN over Foxconn’s
jobs bar on married women’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY1

TAKING INTO account media re-
ports that Foxconn India, a ma-
jor manufacturer of Apple prod-
ucts, is excluding married
women from jobs at its iPhone
assembly plant in
Sriperumbudur, Tamil Nadu, the
National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) on Monday
issued notices to the Centre and
the state government.

“The Commission has ob-
served that the contents of the
media reports, if true, raise a se-
rious issue of discrimination
against married women causing
the violation of the right to
equality and equal opportunity.
Therefore, the Commission has
issued notices to the Secretary,
Union Ministry of Labour and
Employment and the Chief
Secretary, Government of Tamil

Chouhan begins
state-wise talks,
meets Assam,
Chhattisgarh
ministers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY1

AGRICULTURE MINISTER Shivraj
Singh Chouhan Monday kicked
off consultations with states on
the farm sector, with holding
meetings with agriculture min-
isters of two states—
Chhattisgarh and Assam.

Inastatement, the Agriculture
Ministry said that Chouhan has
initiated “state-wise discussions”,
under which the Union Minister
held a meeting with a high-level
delegation including
Chhattisgarh Agriculture Minister
Ramvichar Netam at Krishi
Bhavan in New Delhi.

“During the discussion along
with promoting pulses, oilseeds,
horticulture etc. in Chhattisgarh,
many other topics related to agri-
culture and farmers welfare were
discussed,” it said,adding that the
Centre will continue to provide all
possible assistance to
Chhattisgarh. “The Union Minister
said there will be adequate avail-
ability of inputs like fertilizers,
seeds in the Kharif season and he
gave instructions to the concerned
officials,” the statement said.

Chouhan also held discus-
sions with Assam Agriculture
Minister Atul Bora. “During the
discussion along with promot-
ing soil health, PMFBY, increas-
ing storage capacity, horticulture
etc. in Assam many other topics
related to agriculture and farm-
ers welfare were discussed,” the
Agriculture Ministry said in a
separate statement.

Australia doubles visa fee for foreign students

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, JULY 1

IN A move that could impact
prospective Indian students,
Australia has announced the dou-
bling of student visa fees forinter-
national students from $473 (AUD
710) to $1,068 (AUD 1,600) with
effect from Monday and also
barred various categories of tem-
porary visa holders to apply for a
student visa from within Australia.

“The changes will help restore
integrity to our international ed-
ucation system, and create a mi-

No perfect scorer in NEET-UG
retest, toppers tally down to 6l

DEEKSHATERI
NEW DELHI, JULY1

THE NATIONAL Testing Agency
(NTA) Monday released the re-
sult for NEET-UG 2024 retest that
was conducted for 1,563 candi-
dates onJune 23.

With the revised results, the
topper tally has come down
from 67 to 61, as six of the candi-
dates — whose score jumped to
perfect 720/720 after they were
awarded grace marks due to loss
of exam time - failed to get a per-
fect score in the retest.

However, they repeated high
scores upwards of 680. This
time, five out of six of those top
candidates had appeared for the
retest, and the one remaining

student will be the original score,
i.e. score without grace marks.

Inthis exam, as many as 813 of
the 1,563 candidates had ap-
peared for the retest, officials said.
While the retest was conducted in
the same six cities, the agency had
selected six new exam centres this
time. As per data, none of the two
candidates from Chandigarh ap-
peared for the exam. A total of 291
students outof 602 appeared from
Chhattisgarh, 1 student from
Guyjarat, 287 out of 494 appeared
from Haryana, and 234 appeared
from Meghalaya’s Tura.

On Supreme Court’s and a
high-powered committee’s order,
NTA had conducted a retest on
June 23 for 1,563 candidates, who
were initially awarded grace
marks after they had claimed

they suffered loss of exam time.

The affected students were
given a choice to either retain
their original scores, i.e. without
grace marks, or appear for the
retest. The students who ap-
peared for the retest will be issued
arevised score. However, the stu-
dents who have skipped the
retest will now be awarded their
old original score, which is the
score without the grace marks.

Meanwhile, there are several
other petitions regarding NEET-
UG 2024 result in the Supreme
Court, majority of which will
now be heard on July 8.

Additionally, the Centre is
now considering the possibility
of holding NEET-UG online from
next year, senior officials have
told The Indian Express.

gration system which is fairer,
smaller and better able to deliver
for Australia,” said Clare O'Neil,
Australia’s Minister for Home
Affairs and Cyber Security
Monday. Australia has also made
changes to the savings require-
ment for students, by increasing
the minimum savings needed for
a student visa from AUD 24,505
($16,146)to AUD 29,710($19,576).

Those on Temporary
Graduate, Visitor, and Maritime
Crew visas, will no longer be el-
igible to apply for a student visa
while they are in Australia, a de-
cision which is expected to hit

MP may bring
stringent Bill to
prevent paper leak

Bhopal: The Madhya Pradesh
government is preparing to in-
troduce a new Bill to curb paper
leaks with provision of up to 10-
year prison sentence and fine
that can goup toRs 1 crore.

As per officials, the new Bill
may be introduced in the ongo-
ing Monsoon Session of the
Assembly oratalater stage inthe
formof an ordinance. The govern-
ment plans to cover the examina-
tion centre officials and other
service providers in case of a pa-
per leak under the new Bill.
Officials are also planning on
whether the properties of ac-
cused persons may also be at-
tached in such cases. “Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav discussed
this with his council of ministers
today. There will be other strin-
gent provisions in the new law,”
said an officialMonday. ~ ENS

Indian students, the second-
largest community among inter-
national students in the country.
Official datareleased in March
by the Australian Bureau of
Statistics showed net overseas mi-
grationwasat 548,800 during the
year ending September 30, 2023.
Australia recorded more than a
lakh Indian students in 2022,
while in this year, between
January and September, the num-
ber has already crossed 1.2 lakh.
Australia has traditionally
been among the top five desti-
nations for Indian students seek-
ing to study abroad, besides the

US, UK and Canada. Amid
strained ties between India and
Canada since last year, and with
the UK bringing in stricter immi-
grationrules, Australia emerged
as the preferred destination.
After the hike in fees, an
Australian student visa has be-
come more expensive than that
of the US and Canada, which are
currently under $200.
According to the latest Indian
Student Mobility Report 2023 by
Global Education Conclave,
around 1.3 million Indian stu-
dents are studying abroad with
the number increasing every year.

Public flogging: Law and
order collapsed, Mamata
should resign, says BJP

New Delhi: Condemning the flog-
ging incident in Uttar Dinajpur
district of West Bengal in which a
TMC functionary has been ar-
rested, the BJP on Monday de-
manded the resignation of Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee.

Addressinga press conference
inDelhi, BJP spokersperson Gaurav
Bhatia said there wasa “severe de-
terioration” in the law and order
situationinWest Bengal,and ques-
tioned the CM’s commitment to
justice and governance.

Calling the whipping of a
woman publicly over an alleged
extramarital affair at a salishi
sabha (kangaroo court) “a grave
violation of dignity and funda-
mental rights”, Bhatia said: “Itisa
shame that she(CM Banerjee) has
not spoken a word on this. As a

woman and a chief minister, she
should be the first to come outand
condemn this incident.”

“What makes the matter
worse is the fact that the accused
happens to be a TMC leader. This
isablatant miscarriage of justice,”
the BJP leader claimed. Accusing
the CM “of failing to maintain law
and order”, he said, “Law and or-
der have completely collapsed in
West Bengal. Mamata Banerjee
should resign as she can’t ensure
the safety and security of citizens.”

Reading outa purported state-
ment of TMC MLA Hamdulillah,
Bhatiasaid: “He justified it by say-
ing this kind of justice prevails in
Islamic nations. Thus endorsing a
Talibani style of dispensing justice
in a country that believes in the
Constitution of India.” ENS

Nadu calling for a detailed report
in the matter within one week,”
the NHRC said in a press release.
The NHRC said the state must
ensure that all companies follow
norms, regulations and related
labour laws, including the right(s)
to health, dignity and equality. It
added that besides the
Constitution, several international
covenants and treaties like the
International Covenant Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR), and the
International Covenant of
Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights (ICESCR) provide for non-
discrimination on the basis of gen-
derinall forms of employment.
Highlighting the accusations,
made by the company's former
employees, that Foxconn India
had given hiring agencies verbal
directions to this effect, the
NHRC also took note of the alle-
gation that the company does
not hire married women due to
cultural issues and societal pres-

sure.

The NHRC's action comes af-
ter media reports last week dis-
closed that jobseekers in the
company were contacted be-
tween January 2023 and May
this year, leading to the revela-
tion that only unmarried
women were eligible for assem-
bly jobs, despite no mention of
any such policy in the company’s
advertisements.

“A WhatsApp chat between
amarried candidate and the hir-
ing agency of the company was
also quoted in the news report
stating that when the candidate
asked about the salary and child-
care facility offered by the com-
pany, the response was ‘married
not allowed’,” the NHRC said in
its press release.

The company has denied all
allegations of discrimination in
employment based on marital
status, gender, religion or any
other form.

Services of 4 staffers

yet to be restored:
TISS teachers’ body

PALLAVISMART
MUMBAI, JULY 1

AMID THE controversy at Tata
Institute of Social Science (TISS)
over sudden termination of 55
teachers and over 60 non-teach-
ing staff acrossiits four campuses
and thenits prompt withdrawal,
anew issue has been highlighted
by the TISS Teachers Association
(TISSTA). Termination of con-
tracts of as many as four faculty
members from Advanced Centre
for Women Studies (ACWS) lo-
cated on its Mumbai campus
have still not been retracted.

TISSTA on Monday sought “a
holistic roadmap from TISS ad-
ministration for regularisation
and absorption of TET faculty
and staff with mapping and fill-
ing of vacant backlog positions
and new UGC posts.”

Teachers have pointed out that
the ACWSis funded by UGCunder
short-scheme programmes which
are renewed every year or two.
And unlike the situation of 55
teachingand 60 non-teachingem-
ployees of TISS whose salaries are
sourced from the Tata Education
Trust; salary of these four faculty
members and one non-teaching
staff, comes from the UGC.

According to the statement,
“When notices of termination of
services were issued for staff from
TET-funded centres, similar no-
tices were issued to four staff
members from the ACWS too,
which have still not been re-
tracted.” Meanwhile, Progressive
Students Forum (PSF), an inde-
pendent students organisation
from the TISS, also issued a state-
ment on Monday stating that the
mass termination issue remains
unresolved until students are as-
sured that there are adequate
number of teaching and non-
teaching staff to run academics.

Stating that the terminations
have been withdrawn after the
TET assured funding, the PSF
pointsout that the institute has not
clarified the period of extended
funding, causing uncertainty,
which “could demotivate employ-
ees and may force many to leave
theinstitute,” reads the statement.

Stating that the institute ad-
ministrationis positively working
toward chalking out a detailed
plan to ensure that such a situa-
tionis not repeated; about faculty
members from Advanced Centre
for Women Studies, an official
said, “As soon as grants are re-
ceived from the UGC, their serv-
ices too shall be restored.”

Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation

Additional City Engineer Department

Mumbai Municipal Corporation

All the tenderer shall
tender of above work
https://mahatenders.gov.in

(51“ Extension Notice)

Tender Notice No.:- NMMC/ACE/
Name of work- Work For Collection & Transportation Of
Municipal Solid Waste And Related Allied Works In Navi

Estimated Cost :- :- B2 Type Tender
take note of that, details

Tender submission would be online only through
website https://mahatenders.gov.in

01 /2023-24

is available at website

in the following

manner.

Time Schedule for E-Tender

Date of submission

Dt.04/07/2024, 13.00 hrs.

Date of Opening

Dt.05/07/2024, 16.00 hrs.
(If possible)

Additional City Engineer
NMMC PR Adv no./26/2024 Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation

sign/-
(Shirish Aradwad)

KOHINOOR PULP & PAPER PRIVATE LIMITED (IN LIQUIDATION)
CIN : U74999WB2008PTC126964
LIQUIDATOR -CVR Krishnaswami
(Reg. No. IBBI/IPA-001/IP-P01302/2018-19/12217)

Notice is given to the public in general that the following Asset Lot of KOHINOOR
PULP & PAPER PRIVATE LIMITED (in Liquidation) (“Corporate Debtor”)
(in liquidation vide order of Hon’ble NCLT dated 01.07.2019) is proposed
to be soldin accordance with clause (c) of regulation 32, sub-regulation (1) of]
regulation 33 and Schedule | of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India
(Liquidation Process) Regulations, 2016 through e-auction platform. The interested
applicants may refer to the detailed Sale Process Memorandum by writing to
liquidation.kohinoorpulp@gmail.com with a copy to rpcvrkswami@gmail.com

Date and time of e-Auction

26th July 2024 from 11:00 Hrs. IST

Last Date for Submission of Bid
Documents

July 14th 2024

Last Date for Submission of
Earnest Money Deposit

July 24, 2024 17.00 hrs

Particulars of The Asset

Reserve Price

Refundable Earnest
Money Deposit

Machinery purported to be
Cooking plant and fibreline

4,00,00,000.00
[Rupees Four Crore
Only]

40,00,000.00 [Rupees
Forty lacs only]

rpcvrkswami@gmail.com
.

Place : Kolkata
Date : July 02 2024

I. E-Auction will be held for sale of the Asset Lot of the Corporate Debtor on
an “AS IS WHERE BASIS”, “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS”, “WHATEVER THERE
IS BASIS” and “NO RECOURSE BASIS” without any representation, warranty
or indemnity and will be conducted “online”.

Il This Notice shall be read in conjunction with the Sale Process Memorandum
dated 2nd July 2024 containing details of the Assets, online E-Auction Bid
Form, Declaration and Undertaking Form, General Terms and Conditions
of the E-Auction which are available on the site https://www.eauctions.co.in
or send an e-mail to liquidation.kohinoorpulp@gmail.com /

*Disclaimer : The Advertisement purports to ascertain the interest of Bidders
and does not create any kind of binding obligation on the part of the
Liquidator. The Liquidator reserves the right to amend and/or annul this
invitation including any timelines or the process involved herein, without
giving reasons, at any time, and in any respect. Any such amendment in
the invitation, including the aforementioned timelines, shall be notified.

Reg. No. IBBI/IPA-001/IP-P01302/2018-19/12217|
Liquidator for KOHINOOR PULP & PAPER PRIVATE LIMITED
Address : C/O Naresh nathMookherjee shipping private Limited
12/1, Lindsay Street, Kolkata - 700083

E-mail : liquidation.kohinoorpulp@gmail.com

Sd/-|
CVR Krishnaswami
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Why TISS dismissed over 100 employees, why

PALLAVISMART
MUMBAI, JULY 1

THE DISMISSAL of over 100 employees at the
TatalInstitute of Social Science (TISS) campuses,
and the subsequent withdrawal of that order,
hasraised concerns about the health of one of
India’s premier higher educational institutes.

What was the controversy at TISS?

On June 28, TISS dismissed close to 55
teachers and 60 non-teaching staff members
across its four campuses in Mumbai,
Tuljapur, Hyderabad, and Guwahati. It cited
the non-release of funds for salary expendi-
ture by the Tata Education Trust (TET), its
sponsoring body, for the dismissal.

All terminated staff members were con-
tractual employees appointed under projects
funded by the Tata Trust. With their contracts
settoexpire at the end of May, TISS administra-
tion said it had been pursuing matters of fund

release and extension of the grant period.

“Apart from correspondence from the in-
stitute, a dedicated committee was formed
encompassing senior faculty members to
pursue the matter with the Tata Trust. But
there was no response, which led to the de-
cision to dismiss the employees,” said an of-
ficial from the administration.

The notices of dismissal of contracts
stated that “in the event of non-receipt of ap-
proval/grant from Tata Education Trust”, the
employees’ services would end with effect
from June 30.

TISS withdrew the notices on June 30 after
TET assured resources to the institute. “TET
has committed to releasing funds for the
salaries of TET project/ programme faculty and
non-teaching staff,” a statement said. TISSad-
ministration confirmed that the trust has
sanctioned Rs 4.79 crore.

What led to the delay in funding?
Some faculty members linked the delay

DAL WA [50) PARLIAMENT

RAHUL GANDHI, OM BIRLA FACE-OFF:

WHO CONTROLS LOK SABHAMICS?

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla (left) and Leader of Opposition Rahul

Gandhi in Lok Sabha on Monday. P11

when the member has been permitted by

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY1

IN HIS first address as the Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha on Monday,
Rahul Gandhi claimed that his micro-
phone had been repeatedly switched off
in the House.

In response, Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla objected to members “casting as-
persions on the Chair”.

Birla said, “The Chair only gives rul-
ing/directives. The member whose name
is called gets to speak in the House. The
mic is controlled as per the directives of
the Chair. The person sitting in the Chair
does not have a remote control or a
switch for the microphones”.

Rahul had raised the issue last week
as well. He had claimed his microphone
was switched off when he tried raising
the issue of irregularities in the NEET
examination.

the Speaker to speak”, the manual says.

Thisisindicated in two ways: with the

LED ring around the button lighting up in
red and the LED on top of the microphone
also going red.

Does turning off the mic constitute
breach of privilege?

In July 2023, the Leader of the

Opposition in the Rajya Sabha and
Congress national president Mallikarjun
Kharge said his mic was turned off while
he was speaking in the House. He de-
scribed it as a “breach of my privilege”,
referring to the concept of parliamentary
privilege.

The powers, privileges and immuni-

ties of either House of Parliament and of
its Members and committees are laid
down in Article 105 of the Indian
Constitution. Article 194 deals with the
powers, privileges and immunities of the
State Legislatures, their Members and

their committees.

Who administers mics in Lok Sabha?

According to a 2014 manual from the
Lok Sabha Secretariat, each MP is pro-
vided with a microphone and a switch
set at their desks in the House. The sys-
temis linked to the division/seat number
allotted to the members. All the desks are
numbered in this way.

Each switchboard contains switches
in different colours. A grey switch can be
pressed for a request to speak. When a
member wants to speak, they raise their
hand toindicate the same to the Speaker,
while pressing the grey button. The mic
is “activated from the control room only

While the Constitution has accorded

special privileges and powers to parlia-
mentarians and legislators “to maintain
the dignity and authority of the Houses”,
they are not codified. Thus, there are no
clear, notified rules to decide what con-
stitutes a breach of privilege, and the pun-
ishment it attracts.

It is a breach of privilege and con-

tempt of the House to make speeches or
to print or publish libel reflecting on the
character or proceedings of the House, its
committees, or on any member of the
House for or relating to his character or
conduct as a legislator.
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torecent changes in the institute’s organisa-
tional structure, where certain decision-
making powers were shifted from the Tata
Trust to the Union Ministry of Education,
around six months ago.

Founded in 1936 by the Sir Dorabji Tata
Trust (SDTT), TISS was declared a “deemed uni-
versity” by the Government of India in 1964,
under section 3 of the
University Grants Commission
(UGC) Act of 1956. A deemed
university is a higher learning
institute other than a univer-

EDUCATION

from the Centre were to be brought under
the purview of the Central government.
Therefore, the TISS Governing Board was
replaced by the TISS Society chaired by the
Union Education Minister. It has one nomi-
nated Tata Trust representative, apart from
other nominations from the chairman. The
TISS Society also facilitates the institute’s
Executive Council, chaired by
the Vice-Chancellor. Apart
from other government repre-
sentatives, the council has four
members nominated by the

sity, which is declared as such
by notification in the Official Gazette.

Prior to the changes, the TISS Governing
Board was chaired by anominee from Sir Ratan
Tata Trust, and included two nominees from
SDTT. The Central government had one nom-
inated member from the education ministry.

However, UGC regulations in 2022 for
deemed universities stated that those receiv-
ing more than 50 per cent of their funding

Education Minister.

Appointments to major posts such as the
Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor are now also
under the education ministry. Accordingly,
Professor Dhirendra Pal Singh was appointed
as the Chancellor of TISS by the ministry in
April this year.

The TISS administration has dismissed
any connection between the recent events
and its new regulations.

decision was reversed

Is the issue resolved now?

The recently-cleared funding is likely to
only sustain projects temporarily. ATISS official
said around Rs 75 lakh is required per month
to cover salaries for Tata Trust projects. “Even
the Tata Trust is demanding that the institute
finds self-sustainable ways to continue the
projects hereafter,” the official said.

Some students say the uncertainty could
have a detrimental impact. Progressive
Students Forum, a TISS students’ organisa-
tion, issued a statement on Monday saying
the situation “could demotivate employees
and may force many to leave the institute”.

What is the plan of action?

To discuss the issue with TET, a commit-
tee of senior faculty members and adminis-
tration representatives has been formed. It
is expected to arrive at a plan and roll it out
before the latest round of funding is used up.

This will include identifying and creating
necessary teaching and non-teaching posi-

DAL WN[[50) INFRASTRUCTURE

tions that are approved by the UGC, so that
appointments can be made through adver-
tisement of posts according to UGC norms.

According to TISS's 2022-23 annual report,
thereare 181 UGC-sanctioned positions at TISS,
of which 164 are filled. Of the 252 administra-
tive positions, 162 are filled. Faculty members
claim that close to 30 UGC-approved positions
are currently vacant.

“The irony here is that we have vacant ap-
proved positions and qualified individuals
for the job, but posts remain vacant and con-
tractual employees are dismissed instead of
absorbing them on these positions,” a sen-
ior faculty member told The Indian Express.

Stakeholders are also concerned about
potential delays. “The institute currently does
not have a full-time Vice-Chancellor to chair
the Executive Council as per the new struc-
ture. In the absence of a full-time VC, the re-
cruitment process, including identification
of posts and their approval from the UGC is
likely to be delayed,” said a faculty member.

Floods & urbanisation in Delhi

The national capital is undergoing one of the world’s fastest urban expansions, with little regard for the
land’s natural topography. This has left Delhi vulnerable to flooding during spells of intense rainfall

SHINY VARGHESE
NEW DELHI, JULY 1

UNCHECKED AND ill-thought-out urban ex-
pansion is the principal reason behind
chronic urban flooding in Delhi, and the
larger National Capital Region (NCR).

Last week, a spell of heavy rain brought
parts of Delhi toa standstill,inundating streets,
causing hours-long traffic snarls, lengthy
power cuts, property damage, and at least 11
deaths. While last week saw record rainfall,
flooding and water-logging have now become
apartand parcel of Delhi's monsoons. Factors
such as inadequate desilting of drains by civic
authorities play a part, but at the heart of it, lies
adeeper problem.

A rapidly growing city

Delhi is undergoing one of the world’s
fastest urban expansions. According to NASA
data, Delhi’s geographic size almost doubled
from 1991 to 2011. Most of this expansion has
occurred onthe peripheries of New Delhi, with
erstwhile rural areas becoming engulfed in the
capital's urban sprawl. Cities outside Delhi, but
a part of the NCR — Bahadurgarh, Ghaziabad,
Faridabad, Noida, and Gurugram — have also
witnessed rapid urbanisation.

According to the UN The World'’s Cities in
2018 data booklet, Delhi will overtake Tokyo
as the world’s most populous city by 2030,
with an estimated population of nearly 39
million, roughly two and a half times its pop-
ulation in 2000.

Topography and drainage

This urban expansion has paid little heed
toDelhi’s natural topography. “Topography de-
termines drainage patterns,” Manu Bhatnagar;,
principal director, Natural Heritage Division,
INTACH, told The Indian Express. “If one looks at
Delhi’s historic cities — from Tughlakabad,
Mebhrauli, and Shahjahanabad to Civil Lines,
New Delhi, and the Cantonment area — all
were carefully selected, and built on higher
ground. InDelhi’s villages too, the centre of the
village would always be five to six metres
higher than the village periphery,” he said.

This allowed rainwater to drain out. Butas
the city has expanded, the land’s drainage
capacities have not been kept in mind.

With high-intensity rain there is signifi-
cant run-off (unconfined flow of water, when
there is more water on the land’s surface than
it canabsorb), and existing drainage systems
have been inadequate, Bhatnagar explained.

Concrete everywhere
“The lay of the land slopes from the Ridge
to theriver... itis about a 100-metre drop,” K
TRavindran, architect and urban designer, said.
But due to urbanisation, water cannot
flow down this gradient. “Today, much of the
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Areas on both sides of the Yamuna
River are prone to flooding during
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stopped entirely; more

Low-lying areas around the Yamuna are flood prone

the monsoon season. Water-logging under the Minto Bridge in New Delhi on June 28. Praveen Khanna
MANY CITIES, SAME PROBLEM

BENGALURU MUMBAI KOCHI & OTHER SHIMLA & OTHER

13 cm of rainfall in 94.4 cmrain on July 26, 2005; KERALA CITIES HILLTOWNS

Bengaluru’s Rainbow Drive wettest 24 hours ever; city Worst ever floods in mid- Catastrophic rainfall in July-

worst floods in 15 years than 1,000 dead Kerala submerged; Kochi Mandi, Kullu, Manali, Shimla
“We must not overlook the “We need to make an inundated for days “There should be new
critical role of the storm assessment of our storm “We need strong legal paradigms of the

water drain network in water drains and see if they systems in place to ensure architecture of governance.
replenishing these are capable of handling future structures follow the Communities should be
(Bengaluru’s lakes) water excessive rain...We need to lay of the land, allow water made custodians and some
bodies. Itis a network which then improve early warning to percolate, and don’t kind of insurance model

is crucial to the health of the systems...An evacuation narrow down streams.” should be developed.”
cityanditslakes.” strategy is important.” MANOJ KINI, MD, KERALA TIKENDER PANWAR,
NARESH V NARASIMHAN, SUBIMAL GHOSH, HEAD OF TOURISMINFRASTRUCTURELTD. ~ URBAN SPECIALIST

CLIMATE STUDIES, IIT BOMBAY

Aug 2018; 4 districts of

Aug 2023 wreaked havocin

(The experts spoke to The Indian Express in 2023)

water gets channelised into concretised nal-
lahs (drains), which have been turned into
sewage dumps,” Ravindran said.

Construction in low-lying areas makes
things worse. For instance, many nallahs
from across South Delhi converge at Sarai
Kale Khan, a low-lying area next to the
Yamuna. This is why the bustling urban vil-
lage sees intense flooding every year.

Construction in Delhi’s flood plains began
asearly as the 1900s, when the British decided
tobuild arailway line along the river bed. Much
later, the Ring Road came up, again on the
Yamuna flood plain.

Over the years, the floodplain has been
used for building bridges, buildings,and much
more. Delhi Metro built a maintenance shed
onaround 65 hectares of land near Kashmere
Gate. During the 2010 Commonwealth Games,
a bus maintenance facility was built over
roughly 25 hectares, again on the floodplains.

The ITO-Pragati Maidan area, which is pere-
nially flooded during monsoons, was once a
low-lying wetland.

This concretisation leaves little room for
rainwater to percolate into the soil, and leads to
flooding. Environmentalist C R Babu, behind
the ecological restoration of the Yamuna
Biodiversity Park (YBP), said: “When storm
drains are converted into sewers and land has
been concretised, where will the water go?”

No ‘water masterplan’

Ravindran said that urban planners need
to come up with a “water masterplan”.

“Today, land is seen as real estate. There
has been a consistent neglect of water as a
planning resource... In fact, water should be
the primary driving factor behind any mas-
terplanning,” he said. No comprehensive
planning accounting for the city’s water
flows has been carried outin the last 70 years.

This is why, for example, the Pragati
Maidan Tunnel, inaugurated by the Prime
Minister in 2022, is flooded each monsoon.

Water bodies which can help manage
flooding have also been destroyed. “According
to official records, Delhi has some 1,000 water
bodies. But on the ground there are not more
than 400. These 600 ‘missing’ water bodies
have been converted intovaluable real estate,”
Bhatnagar said.

As Babu put it: “Unless we stop building
in low-lying areas, de-concretise our lawns
and pavements, and stop blocking the drains
with solid waste, the floods won't stop.
Understanding gradients and working with
the lay of the land is crucial”.

Ravindran suggested setting up proper
filtration pits to carry the water to aquifers
inlow-lying areas. “We can’t afford to pump
out all of the water every time. We have to
rely on gravitational flow,” he said.

How the world’s first brain implant to control epileptic seizures works

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, JULY 1

A UK-based teenager, Oran Knowlson, has
become the first person in the world to be
fitted with a brainimplant to help bring his
epileptic seizures under control. The deep
brain stimulation (DBS) de-
vice, which sends electrical
signals deep into the brain, has
reduced Knowlson’s daytime

HEALTH

nearly 50% of the cases. However, head
trauma, tumours in the brain, some infec-
tions like meningitis, or even genetics can
lead to epilepsy. It can increase the risk of
accidents, drownings, and falling.

In India, between 3 and 11.9 per 1,000
people suffer from epilepsy, according to a
commentina 2022 Lancet study. Although
several anti-seizure medi-
cines are available in the mar-
ket, 30% of the patients re-
main resistant to treatment.

seizures by 80%.

What is epilepsy?

Epilepsy, a condition that leads to recur-
ring seizures, sees a person experience jerk-
ing of arms and legs, temporary confusion,
staring spells, or stiff muscles. It is caused by
abnormal electrical activity in the brain.

The disease has no identifiable cause in

How does the device work?

The neurostimulator delivers constant
electricalimpulses to the brain to disrupt or
block abnormal seizure-causing signals.

A3.5 cm square, 0.6 cm in thickness, the
device was surgically implanted in
Knowlson'’s skulland anchored using screws,
The Guardian reported. The doctor then in-

serted two electrodes deep into his brain un-
til they reached the thalamus — a relay sta-
tion for all the motor and sensory informa-
tion. The ends of the electrodes were
connected to the neurostimulator.

The device was switched on after
Knowlson recovered from his surgery. It can
be recharged by a wireless headphone.

What is DBS?

The device uses DBS, which is also
utilised for movement disorders associated
with Parkinson’s, and other neurological
conditions. Although DBS has been tried be-
fore for childhood epilepsy, until now neu-
rostimulators were placed in the chest (in-
stead of the brain), with wires running up to
the brain where the leads were placed on
the affected region, according to the BBC.

“Use of deep brain stimulation for the
treatment of epilepsy is not new. We have

DBS BRAIN IMPLANT
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been doing it for nearly a decade. There are
new devices entering the market, butitisim-
portant to understand that it is not a miracle
cure,” Dr Manjari Tripathi, head of the neu-

rology departmentat AIIMS, New Delhi, said.
It is not the first line of treatment for
epilepsy. Doctors first use anti-seizure med-
icines and a ketogenic diet, which is high in
fats and low in carbohydrates. Although the
reasons are not well understood, a keto-
genic dietis known to reduce seizures, even
in children with treatment-resistant
epilepsy. If that does not work, doctors can
carry out brain surgery to remove a portion
of the brain where the seizures originate.
Another surgery called corpus calloso-
tomy may be suggested in some children.
In this, doctors remove a part that connects
both halves of the brain, which does not al-
low abnormal electrical signals to travel
from one half of the brain to another.
“Surgery is still preferable to implanting
a DBS device. Currently, the DBS devices
available in the market reduce seizures by
around 40%. In comparison, seizures drop

by nearly 90% if the patient undergoes sur-
gery,” Dr Tripathi said.

How expensive is DBS?
“Neurostimulators cost about Rs 12 lakh.
There are additional surgical costs that one
has to pay in private hospitals, increasing the
cost to about Rs 17 lakh,” Dr Tripathi said. In
comparison, a brain surgery costs between
Rs 20,000 and Rs 30,000, she added.
Keeping this in mind, Dr Tripathi said that
such devices should be suggested only for
those who have epilepsy which originates
from different parts of the brain (instead of
one focal point), making operations less vi-
able. DBS can also be an option when drugs
and diet have failed to control seizures.
Among the thousands of epilepsy pa-
tients that AIIMS is currently treating, only
seven have undergone DBS therapy —
around one per year, Dr Tripathi said.
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INDIAN REFINERS IMPORT 2.13 MN BPD OF RUSSIAN CRUDE OIL IN JUNE

Russian oil imports surge to 13-month
high, Saudi volumes crash to decade-low

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JULYT

INDIA'S RUSSIAN oil imports rose
toanear-peaklevel in June pow-
ered by the highest-ever import
volumes of Moscow’s key crude
grade Urals, as per oil tanker
tracking data and industry ex-
perts. Additional availability of
Russian crude for export markets
due to Ukrainian drone strikes on
Russian refinery infrastructure
and sizable price differential vis-
a-vis competing Middle Eastern
crude grades have led to higher
flows of Russian oil toIndiainre-
cent months.

The rise in India’s import of
discounted Russian oil over the
past few months has hit flows
from Saudi Arabia the most, with
June import volumes from
Riyadh falling to the lowest
monthly level in over a decade,
the data shows.

Indian refiners imported a to-
tal of 2.13 million barrels per day
(bpd)of Russian crude oil in June,
the highest since May of last year,
whenRussian crude imports had
hit a record high of 2.15 million
bpd, as per provisional ship-
tracking data from commodity
market analytics firm Kpler.
India’s Russian oil imports in June
were 7.2 per cent higher sequen-
tially,and accounted for as much

—— BRIEFLY —

Sebiasks Mlls
toimplement

uniformcharges

New Delhi: The Securities
and Exchange Board of India
on Monday directed stock
exchangesand other market
infrastructure institutions
(Mlls) to implement a uni-
form and equal charge struc-
ture for all members rather
than varying charges based
on their volume or activity.
It instructed exchanges,
clearing corporations, and
depositories constituted as
Mils toensure thatany char-
ges recovered from the end
client are ‘True to Label’. PTI

Indiaraises
windfall tax

oncrudeoil

New Delhi: The Centre has
raised windfall tax on petro-
leum crude toRs 6,000/ me-
tric tonne from Rs 3,250
from July 2. REUTERS

PFL toacquire
PAL’s personal,

home care biz

New Delhi: Patanjali Foods
Ltd (PFL) has said it will ac-
quire Patanjali Ayurved’s
(PAL) home & personal care
business forRs 1,100 crore, as
part of efforts to become a
leading FMCG company.PTI

INDIAS OIL
IMPORTS IN JUNE

SUPPLIER
Russia

Source: Kpler

VOLUME (thousand bp

as 45 per cent of India’s total oil
imports for the month.

Oil imports from Saudi
Arabia—India’s third-biggest
source market for crude—de-
clined over 25 per cent sequen-
tially to 0.41 million bpd, the low-
estinover 10 years. The primary
reason for the decline is seen as
the ample availability of Russian
crude and its continued price ad-
vantage over Riyadh’s oil.

“Confirming that the largest
sufferer of higher Russian inflows
have been Saudi term volumes,
the June imports from Saudi

Arabia came in at ... the lowest
monthly figure since January
2014,” said Viktor Katona, head
of crude analysis at Kpler.
According to industry watchers,
Urals has a price advantage of $6-
7 per barrel over Saudi Arabian
medium-sour grades.

Urals, a medium-sour crude,
is seen as Russia’s flagship crude
grade, and is the mainstay of
India’s Russian oil imports. In
June, Indian refiners cumula-
tively bought 1.61 million bpd of
Urals crude, the highest ever.
India’s Urals import volumes in

June accounted for three-fourths
of New Delhi’s total oil imports
from Moscow. Evidently, the
price differential between Urals
and competing crude grades
from India’s traditional West
Asian suppliers was significant
enough for Indian refiners to pre-
fer the Russian grade.

“Even though 800,000 bpd
imports from Iraq (in June) are
nowhere near as weak as Saudi
Arabianimports, and are the low-
est since February 2024. While
definitely not a record low, June
inflows (of Iraqi oil) to India were
nevertheless marked by a much
lower interest in Iraq’s medium
sour grade, Basrah Medium. The
heaviest Iraqi grade, Basrah
Heavy, has been quite stable in
terms of Indian interest. So, what-
ever competes with Urals seems
to be losing out nowadays,”
Katona said. Iraqis India’s second-
biggest source of crude oil.

Junealso marked a 17-month
high in India’s oil imports from
the United States (US), making
Washington New Delhi’s fourth-
largest source of crude oilin June,
up a spot from its usual fifth po-
sition. Indian refinersimported a
total of 0.37 million bpd of crude
fromthe USinJune. The increase
in import volumes from the US
was evidently on account of light
American crude—mainly shale
oil—becoming relatively cheaper

What is Project Nexus
that RBI has 81gned up for?

HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI, JULY'T

THE RESERVE Bank of India (RBI)
hasjoined Project Nexus, a multi-
lateral international initiative to
enable instant cross-border retail
payments by interlinking domes-
ticFast Payments Systems (FPSs).
India’s Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) and FPSs of
Malaysia, the Philippines,
Singapore and Thailand will be
interlinked through Nexus. Going
ahead, the platform can be ex-
tended to more countries.

What is Project Nexus?

Project Nexus is conceptu-
alised by the Innovation Hub of
the Bank for International
Settlements (BIS). It seeks to en-
hance cross-border pay-
ments by connecting
multiple domestic in-
stant payment systems
(IPS) globally.Itis the first
BIS Innovation Hub proj-
ect in the payments area
to move towards live imple-
mentation.

The Reserve Bank of India has
been collaborating bilaterally
with various countries to link
India’s Fast Payments System
(FPS) - UPI, with their respective
FPSs for cross-border Person to
Person (P2P) and Person to
Merchant (P2M) payments.
While Indiaand its partner coun-
tries can continue to benefit
through such bilateral connectiv-
ity of FPS,a multilateral approach

EXPLAINED

will provide further impetus to
the RBI's efforts in expanding the
international reach of Indian pay-
ment systems.

Inover 70 countries today do-
mestic payments reach their des-
tination in seconds at near-zero
cost to the sender or recipient.
This is thanks to the growing

availability of instant
payment systems.
Connecting these IPSto
each other can enable

@ | cross-border pay-

ments from sender to

recipient within 60
seconds (in most cases), accord-
ing to the BIS.

What are the benefits
of the platform?

Project Nexus is designed to
standardise the way IPS connect
to each other. Rather than a pay-
ment system operator building
custom connections for every
new country that it connects to,
the operator can make one con-
nection to the Nexus platform.
This single connection allows a

Passenger vehicle dispatches: M&M,
Toyota defy muted June trend

SWARAJBAGGONKAR
MUMBAI, JULY 1

MAHINDRA & Mahindra (M&M)
and Toyota outpaced the rest of
the auto pack in June, posting
double-digit growth in June
while their rivals saw volumes
rise in low single-digits.

The passenger vehicle (PV)
industry recorded wholesale
volumes (company dispatches
to dealers) of 340,784 units, as
per estimates provided by
Maruti Suzuki. This was a
growth of just under 4 per cent
year-on-year.

Without M&M and Toyota,
the industry volumes are down
1 per cent. “The increase (in vol-
umes in June) is coming from
the launch of new models from
the competition,” Partho
Banerjee, head of sales and mar-
keting, Maruti Suzuki said.

Searing temperatures across
the north of the country were
blamed for the lacklustre per-

DEMAND SUBDUED
DUE TOHEATWAVES

M Searing temperatures
across the north were
blamed for the lacklustre
performance, making
automakers keep their
showrooms open well
pastusual closing time

formance, making automotive
companies keep their show-
rooms open well past their usual
closing time. Maruti Suzuki’s
domestic volumes for June grew
3 per centy-o0-y to 137,160 units,
driven by its utility vehicles such
as Brezza and Ertiga. Its car divi-
sion saw volume contraction of
8 per cent led by Alto and S-
Presso.

M&M saw domestic sales
growing 23 per cent y-o-y to
40,022 units in June, powered by
demand for the newly launched

compact sport utility vehicle
XUV3X0. Toyota Kirloskar
recorded the biggest growth at
41 per cent, selling 25,752 units,
one-third of which were made
by Maruti. Hyundai and Tata
Motors had a disappointing
June. The Korean car brand,
which is the second largest car-
maker in India, recorded near-
zero growth during the month,
selling just 100 more units than
the last June to 50,103 units.
Tata Motors, the country’s
third largest PV firm, posted an 8
per cent y-o-y drop in volumes
to43,524 units. This was largely
due to adecline in electric vehi-
cle volumes. Kia, the other
Korean brand in the country,
saw a 10 per cent y-o-y growth
in volumes to 21,300 units on
the back of demand for the re-
cently launched Sonet SUV.
The PV industry is staring at
a supply glut in coming weeks
as channel inventory has begun
torise, leading to an unusual in-
crease in discount levels.  FE

File

fast payments system toreachall
other countries on the network.
Nexus could significantly accel-
erate the growth of instant cross-
border payments.

Which countries have
joined the platform?

Project Nexus aims to connect
the FPSs of four Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
— Malaysia, Philippines,
Singapore, and Thailand; and
India, who would be the found-
ing members and first mover
countries of this platform.

An agreement on this was
signed by the BIS and the cen-
tral banks of the founding
countries i.e., Bank Negara
Malaysia (BNM), Bank of
Thailand (BOT), Bangko Sentral
ng Pilipinas (BSP), Monetary
Authority of Singapore (MAS),
and Reserve Bank of India on
June 30, 2024, in Basel,
Switzerland. Indonesia will also
join the platform in future.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

than comparable grades from
West Asia. India’s oil imports
from the US mostly are of light
sweet grades that are routinely
blended with heavier barrels
from Russia, Iraq, and Saudi
Arabia.

“As India imports increas-
ingly more Russian barrels, refin-
ers need some lighter grades, too,
to counterbalance the density of
heavier grades. For that, US shale
oil has become the answer,”
Katona said.

Prior to the war in Ukraine,
Iraq and Saudi Arabia were the
top two suppliers of crude oil to
India. But as the West started
weaning itself off Russian energy
supplies following Moscow’s
February 2022 invasion of
Ukraine, Russia started offering
discounts onits crude and Indian
refiners started snapping up the
discounted barrels.

As the world’s third-largest
consumer of crude oil with a high
importdependency level of over
85 per cent, India is extremely
sensitive to oil prices. Although
trade sources have indicated that
discounts on Russian crude have
shrunk considerably over the
past months, Indianrefiners have
evidently remained keen on buy-
ing Russian oil as given the high
importvolumes, even lower dis-
count levels lead to significant
savings.

International market data till 1900 IST

GST collection rises 7.7%
to X1.74L cr in June; slowest
rate of growth in 3 years

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JULY1

GROSS GOODS and Services Tax
(GST)collectionsrose 7.7 per cent
year-on-year to Rs 1.74 lakh crore
in June (for sales in May), sources
said on Monday. This is the slow-
est rate of growth in GST collec-
tions in three years, with the pre-
vious slower pace of growth
recorded inJune 2021.

With this release on Monday,
which was also the seventh an-
niversary of the rollout of the indi-
rect tax regime, the government
stopped the official release of
monthly gross GST collections
that were usually announced on
the first day of every month.
Sources said the government will
not be releasing any statement
with regard to GST collections go-
ingahead.

The usual release on GST col-
lections used to include state-
wise breakup of the revenue col-
lected in each state, which would
act as an indicator of the eco-
nomic and consumption activi-
ties.Italso used toinclude details
such as breakup of Central GST
(CGST), state GST (GST)and com-
pensation cess collected fromim-
ports and domestic sales during
the month.

Sources said the gross GST col-

‘JOB CREATION AT 19-YEAR PEAK’

‘Manufacturing PMI
ticks higher in June,
firms step up hiring’

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JULY1

FIRMS REPORTED a 19-year high
upturn in employment in June
which also saw the manufactur-
ing sector recover some ground
lostin May, aided by expansions
in new orders, output and buy-
ing levels, as per a survey.

Rising from 57.5 in May to
58.3 in June, the seasonally ad-
justed HSBC India India
Manufacturing Purchasing
Managers' Index (PMI)indicated
asharper improvement in busi-
ness conditions with the PMI
comfortably above its long-run
average.

Areading above 50 indicates
anoverall increase.

Cost pressures receded from
May, but were nevertheless
among the highest over the past
two years. As aresult,companies
lifted selling prices to the great-
est extent since May 2022.

“Manufacturers were able to
pass on higher costs to cus-
tomers, as demand remained
robust, resulting in improved

AT 58.3 IN JUNE

HRising from 57.5 in May
to58.3inJune, the
seasonally adjusted
HSBCIndiaIndia
Manufacturing
Purchasing Managers’
Index (PMI)indicated a
sharperimprovementin
business conditions

margin,” said Maitreyi Das,
Global Economist at HSBC.
“While the overall outlook for
the manufacturing sector re-
mains positive, the future out-
put index receded to a three-
month low, albeit it remains
above the historical average.”
The performance of the con-
sumer goods industry was espe-
cially strong, although substan-
tial increases were also noted in
the intermediate and invest-
ment goods categories, accord-
ing to the survey. As a conse-
quence of ongoing increases in
new order intakes, firms stepped
up recruitment. FE

GROSS GST COLLECTION AT ¥5.57 LAKHCR
SOFARINTHIS FINANCIAL YEAR (APR-JUN)

SOURCES SAID the gross
GST collection stood at
Rs 5.57 lakh crore so far
in this financial year
(April-June)

WITH THIS release on
Monday, which was also
the seventh anniversary of
the rollout of the indirect
tax regime, the governm-
ent stopped the official
release of monthly gross

GST collections that were
usually announced on the
first day of every month

THE USUAL release

on GST collections

used to include
state-wise breakup of
the revenue collected

in each state, which
would act as an indicator
of the economic and
consumption activities

lection stood at Rs 5.57 lakh crore
so far in this financial year (April-
June). The government had col-
lected Rs 1.73 lakh crore as gross
GSTinMay 2024 and Rs 1.61 lakh
croreinJune 2023.The Integrated
GST (IGST) worth Rs 39,586 crore
was settled towards CGST and Rs
33,548 crore towards SGST,
sources said. The GST mop-up had
touched a record high of Rs 2.1
lakh crore in April.

Inaseparate series of posts on
social media platform X, the
Finance Ministry on the occasion
of sevenyears of GST said the indi-
rect taxregime has reduced taxes
on household goods, and brought
“happiness and relief to every

home”. “With reduced tax rates
on household goods after GSTim-
plementation, #7yearsofGST has
brought happiness and relief to
every home through lower GSTon
household appliances and mobile
phones,” the Ministry said in a
postonX.

The GST taxpayer base hasin-
creased to 1.46 crorein April 2024
from 1.05 crore as of April 2018, it
said. Giving comparative charts of
pre- and post-GST tax rates of
household goods, the Ministry
said GST has enhanced the ease of
living with every household sav-
ingon expenditure on food items
and items of mass consumption
after GST implementation.

Unacademy lays
off 600 employees

ANEESHUSSAIN
BENGALURU, JULY1

GAURAV MUNJAL-LED edtech
startup Unacademy has laid off
around 600 employees, or 10 per
centofitsemployee base, initslat-
est round of business restructur-
ing, sources said. Employees
across technology, marketing, and
sales teams have been impacted.

The process toidentify surplus
employees began on June 15 and
ended onJune 30, sources said. An
Unacademy spokesperson de-
clined tocommenton the matter.

One employee whowas letgo
said, “We were given an ultima-
tum to either resign or face termi-
nation.” InApril 2022, Unacademy

hadaid off around 1,000 employ-
ees as part of a massive cost-cut-
ting exercise. This was followed by
another 350 jobs being cut in
March 2023.

This latest round of layoffs
come a little after a month when
Unacademy Group’s medical en-
trance test prep platform,
PrepLadder, sacked around 145
employees as part of a change in
sales strategy. This was the third
round of layoffs at PrepLadder in
the past three years. Unacademy
had acquired PrepLadder in July
2020 for $50 million. Onaconsol-
idated basis, Unacademy has
managed to reduce its losses by
40 per cent to Rs 1,678.1 crore in
FY23 from Rs 2,847.9 crore in the
preceding year. FE

@ KERALA WATER AUTHORITY BT

Tender No : 10/2024 -25/ KWA/ PHC/ TVLA (RT-1)
AMRUT- UWSS to Kaimalapara scheme in Adoor Municipality- Construction of 5LL
OHSR, Laying 200mm DI CWPM, Mace. of WTP, Strengthening and extension of
Distribution works, Supply and Erection of Pump set and Providing 800 FHTCs including
road restoration works. EMD : Rs. 200000 Tender fee : Rs. 13010 Last Date for submitting
04692600162 Website

Tender : 18-07-2024 02:00:pm Phone :
www.etenders.kerala.gov.in

KWA-JB-GL-6-141-2024-25

: www.kwa.kerala.gov.in

Superintending Engineer
PH Circle
Pathanamthitta

Indian Railway Catering & Tourism Corporation Ltd
(A Government of India Enterprise-Mini Ratna Category-l)

CIN:L74899DL1999GOI101707

Notice g open E-Tender
IRCTC-SOUTH CENTRAL ZONE invites the following Open E-Tenders: -
S. Units Particulars Last Date of
No. Submission
1 [JanAhaars |Open e-tender cum e-auction for provision of|19.07.2024 @
2 |Refreshment | catering services for a period of Five years through| 15.00hrs
Rooms various Jan Ahaars/Refreshment Rooms

3 |Refreshment |Open e-tender cum e-auction for provision of|19.07.2024 @

Room/ catering services for a period of One year through| 15.00hrs
Vijayawada |Refreshment Room at Vijayawada railway station
4 |JanAhaarat |Open e-tender cum e-auction for provision of|19.07.2024 @

Bhubaneswar|catering services for a period of One year through
Jan Ahaar at Bhubaneswar Railway Station

15.00 hrs

E-tender cum auction for setting up, operation and 19.07.2024 @

5 |FastFood " - N
units management of Fast-Food units at railway stations 15.00 hrs
fora period of Five years. !
6 |FoodPlaza |E-tender cum auction for setting up, operation and |19.07.2024 @

management of Food Plaza at Cherlapalli railway
station for a period of Nine years.

15.00 hrs

Tender document downloading & participation can be done on Website:-
< www.tenderwizard.com/IRCTC >

In case of any corrigendum/addendum issued on the above advertisement, it will be
published only on website www.irctc.com and www.tenderwizard.com/IRCTC.
Office Address: IRCTC Ltd., South Central Zone, #9-1-129/1/102, 1st Floor,
Oxford Plaza, Sarojini Devi Road, Secunderabad - 500003

KARNATAKA INDUSTRIAL AREAS DEVELOPMENT BOARD
(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)

# 49, East Wing, 4th & 5th Floor, Khanija Bhavan Race Course Road
Bengaluru — 560 001. Phone No. 080-22265383 website : www.kiadb.in

Hassan District.

DIPR/CP/702/Zen/2024-25

No.IADB/ENGG/PMC/EPTND-EP-05/250/2024-25
NOTICE INVITING TENDER FOR

PROVIDING PROJECT MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY SERVICES.
(Through GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Only)

KIADB is inviting tender under Quality Based Consultancy System (QCBS)
as per the Karnataka Transparency in Public Procurement Act 1999 and
Rules 2000 through electronic procurement from eligible Consulting Firms
under two cover system for the following works:
Name of the works : 1) Project Management Consultancy Services for the
work of Establishment of Electronics Manufacturing Cluster at Kotur-Belur
Industrial Area, Dharwad Taluk & District. 2) Project Management
Consultancy Services for the work of Formation of sublayout no.5, Hassan
Growth Centre Industrial Area, Hassan Taluk, Hassan District. 3) Project
Management Consultancy Services for the work of Formation of industrial
layout at Doothanur Kaval Dandinahalli Hobli, Channarayapatana Taluk,

The last date and time of receipt of tenderis : 18.07.2024 upto 4.00 pm.
Applicants May Download Bidding Documents from the E-Procurement
Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in.

Chief Engineer-1, KIADB Bengaluru

Date: 01.07.2024

Sd/-

MAHASAMRUDDHI RENEWABLE ENERGY LIMITED, SPV of

MAHARASHTRA STATE ROAD DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD.
(A Govt. of Maharashtra undertaking)

Office - Plot No. A/792, Near Lilawati Hospital, Opp. Bandra
Reclamation Bus Depot, K. C. Marg, Bandra West, Mumbai —

400 050, Maharashtra State, INDIA.

022-265 17910/966
Website :- www.msrdc.in
E-Tender Portal :- https://mahatenders.gov.in

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

MSRDC

Ph. No. :-
& cgmenv@msrdc.in

The Maharashtra State Road Development Corporation (“MSRDC”), through
its Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) named Mahasamruddhi Renewable
Energy Limited invites online bids For Request for proposal for appointment
of Renewable Energy consultant for carrying out peer review of existing
Detailed Project Report (DPR), preparation of revised Detailed Project Report
(DPR), Bid process management, carbon credit trading & Project
Management Consultancy (PMC) work for the proposed solar energy
projects along the HHBTMSM as per details below:
« RFP document can be viewed/downloaded from e-tendering portal
https://mahatenders.gov.in from 02.07.2024 from 1100 hrs. to

16.07.2024 (upto 1500 hrs. IST)

« Cost of RFP document is Rs. 25,000 + GST which can be paid through SBI
payment gateway which can be accessed through

https://mahatenders.gov.in.

» Last date of submission of RFP is 16.07.2024 (upto 1500 hours IST).
* Pre-bid meeting will be held on 09.07.2024 at 1200 hrs.
« Right to accept or reject any or all the RFP without assigning any reason

whatsoever is reserved with MREL.

Mahasamruddhi Renewable Energy Ltd., Mumbai

Email :- eamsrdc@gmail.com

Date - 02.07.2024

Director
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APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed
that an unidentified male (depicted in
the photo) name Unknown S/o
Unknown, R/o Unknown, age 33-35
years. He was found Dead on Front of
SBI Bank ATM Tigri Sabzi mandi Tigri
Road New Delhi. on 09.06.2024 at 03:47 PM DD
No. 55A, Dt 09.06.2024, has been lodged at P.S.
Tigri, New Delhi. His physical description is as
under.

Sex: Male, Age: 33-35 years, Height: 5'5",
Wearing: Blue T-Shirt and Black lower. Any person
having information or clue about the deceased may
kindly inform to the undersigned on the following
address and telephone number:- S.H.O

PS: Tigri, New Delhi
Ph No.: 011-29100647, 8750870834

DP/8190/SD/2024

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LIMITED

Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001

Corporate Mdentity Nomber: U40T09PBEZOT0SGOIIIRTS
Website: www.pspelin Contact No: 9646 1-17604-96461-176549)

Tender Enquiry no.1672/PMC/O&M/PC-2488  Dated: 01-07-2024

Chief Engineer / O&M (P&P Cell-11), GIITP. Lehra Mohabbat,
invites E-tender for the Procurement of Numerical Relays,
Quantity as per NIT. For detailed NIT & tender Specification
please refer to https:/eproc.punjab.gov.in from 01-07-2024
from 17:00 hrs. onwards.

Note:Corrigendum and addendum. if any will be published

online at https//eproc.punjab.gov.in

No.35166/PSPCL GHTP-46/24

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
No. F.13(2)-Trans-2010(Vol-I)/ Dated, the 27-06-2024
The DEPUTY SECRETARY, Transport Department, Tripura
on behalf of Governor of Tripura invites e-tender under TWO
BID SYSTEM (Technical & Financial bids) from eligible
commercial permit holders (Non-scheduled category) for WET
LEASE OF ONE DOUBLE/TWIN ENGINE LIGHT / MEDIUM
DUTY passenger helicopter of following specification for an
initial period of 4 (four) years and extendable for another 1

(one) year on same rates, terms and conditions.

2. One Twin Engine Light/Medium Duty passenger helicopter
having carrying capacity of Minimum six (6) passengers @
85 Kg each including baggage at 10 Kgs per passenger for
each passenger, excluding pilots, crew and ATF for official
use of VIPs, senior officers and public. Annual utilization of
helicopter is likely to be 480 hours approximately.

3. Other terms and conditions and technical parameters
required for the helicopter are specified in the detail Tender
Documents.

4. Ifyou are in a position to quote for Wet Leasing of Helicopter
in accordance with the requirement stated in the attached
tender, all documents attached herewith should be fully
filled in and submitted e-tender.

Sd/-

Deputy Secretary
Government of Tripura,
Transport Department,

ICA/C/623/24 Agartala

District Programmed Officer,
Women & Child Development, Rewari
E-TENDER NOTICE
E-Tender on the prescribed forms arc hereby invited for Vehicle like
Tata-407/ Pick-Up/Canter for supply of the food items and other
items from DPO, Rewari/ Block Offices to Aaganwadi Centres arc
required vehicle with rates valid for FY-2024-25 for the date on
which rates arc approved by the committee. The E-Tender 1D is
2024 _HRY _384678_1 for District Rewari relevant document for
E-tendering may be seen in the websites: https://etenders,hry.nic.in
Invited tenders will be opened under the Chairmanship of Worthy
Additional Deputy Commissioner. Rewari, at Conference [all on
lated-16-07-2024 at 10:00 Am.

Sdi~

Distt, Programmed Officer

Mo 273247/ HRY Women & Child Development

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

MIBB Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida-201301 (U.P.)

Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.in

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tenders are invited from eligible contractors/firm for the following
jobs against which bids can be uploaded and same shall be
opened/downloaded as per schedule mentioned. The details
and conditions of all tenders are available on Noida Authority’s
official website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com &
https://etender.up.nic.in. Please ensure to see these websites for
any changes/amendments & corrigendum etc.

A) Fresh Tender Work :-
sI Tender
No. Job No. Name of Work Amount
(in Lacs.)
1. | 08/DGM/Sr. M. (E&M)-II | Annual Maintenance of| 95.58
2024-25/ET High mast in Different
Sectors-19, 20, 26, 27,
55-60,66-70, 121, Noida.
2.135/DGM(E&M)/SM | Construction of Fountain| 39.52
(E&M)-I/ET-2022-23 in Sector-137, Near
Blossom County, Noida.

The above tenders can be uploaded by dated 15.07.2024 up to
5.00 PM. Pre-qualification shall be opened/ downloaded on dated
16.07.2024 at 11.00 AM.

B) Re Tender Work:-

S| Tender

No. Job No. Name of Work Amount
(in Lacs.)

1. | 05/D.G.M.(E.M.)/Sr.M. | Internal Electrification of| 56.04

(E/M)-I/E.T./2024-25 newly constructed
Community Center at
B-Block, Sector-108,

Noida.

The above tenders can be uploaded by dated 08.07.2024 up to
5.00 PM. Pre-qualification shall be opened/ downloaded on dated
09.07.2024 at 11.00 AM.

Office Dy. General Manager
Sector - 39 (E&M) NOIDA

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

GOVERNMENT OF GUJARAT
NARMADA WATER RESOURCES WATER SUPPLY &
KALPSAR DEPARTMENT
E-TENDER NOTICE NO.06 OF 2024-25

In the Name and on Behalf of Governor Guijarat State, The Executive
Engineer, Ver-Il Project Division, Vyara, Dist: Tapi Pincode No. 394650
(Phone no. 02626- 222090) invites online tender from registered contractors
in the class shown below for the Work as under.
Sr. Name of Work (1) Estimate Cost
No (2) Class of Registration
(3) E.M.D.
(4) Tender Fee D.D.
(5) Solvencv
(6) Time Limit
(1) Rs.79,12,80,486.97/-

1. | Engineering Procurement and Constru-

ction (EPC) Construction Work of Air- | (2) "AA" Class

filled Rubber Dam Across River Ambika | (3) Rs.79,13,000.00/-

near village Pathakavadi, Ta.Dolvan, (4) Rs. 18,000/

Dist. Tapi. (5) Rs.15,82,56,097/-
(6) 24 Months.

Dt.04/07/2024 to Dt. 05/08/2024
up to 18.00 Hrs.

Dt.04/07/2024 to Dt. 05/08/2024
up to 18.00 Hrs.

Dt.18/07/2024 at 12.00 Hrs. Office of

2. | Downloading of tender
Document

3. | Tender Uploading Date

4. | Pre-bid Conference Date and

Address Committee Room, Block No.9
Fourth floor, Sachivalay
Gandhinagar.

5 | Last date & Physical Submission
of Tender fee, EMD & Other
Documents in Division office
during office hours by RPAD/
Speed Post only.

5. | PQ. Bid Opening Date & Time

Up to dt.16/08/2024 up to 18.00 Hrs.
Executive Engineer, Ver-Il, Project
Division,Vyara Dist-Tapi
Ph.No.02626-222090

On Dt. 06/08/2024, upto 18.00 Hrs.
Office of Superintending Engineer,
Ukai Circle (Civil), Ukai.

Executive Engineer, Ver-Il, Project
Division,Vyara Dist-Tapi
Ph.No.02626-222090
Superintending Engineer, Ukai
Circle (Civil), Ukai, Dist-Tapi
Ph.No.02624-233270, 233269
Detailed notice of these works can be found on the website
https://tender.nprocure.com or more details regarding these works can be
obtained by contacting this office during working days.

No.INF-Surat/206/2024
" B

6. | Inquiry/ Contact office
Address

®rIicr fSicn ai¥sG, gt

39 BRI & SUH 458 / 51090,
f3dih 25.06.2024 & HEIH T YbId
JrfoRIeTdreld s fHfder G=&a—DOPR/
CEO/ZP/Palamu 11/2023-24 (Retender 2™
Call) STH®T PR No.- 327682 District(24-

E;)Daﬁatrﬁ%ﬁiwrwﬁ@‘ﬁmw
|

PR.NO.328277 District(24-25):D

Short Term Public Notice

District Health and Family Weltare Society Rewari, Invites
Applications for the recruitment of medical officers will be
considered on a daily basis until July (07th, 2024, Candidates
can apply in hard copy at the office of the Civil Surgeon or
onlinc on the NHM Haryana website, nhmharyana.gov.in,
and thereafter from July 8th, 2024, on a weekly basis on
every Thursday (next working day in case of a holiday).
Important Instructions: For more details of the above posts
for terms, conditions & NHM Selection Criteria you can visit
on wchsite: www.hcalthdepartmentrewari.com

g0/ —31 Ao sga—ws—
T RIS TaIHR),
e aRws, 9oy

Sd/-

O TAMIL NADU GENERATION AND DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LTD
TENDER NOTICE : TANGEDCO/SWAP/ SW-01/2024

TANGEDCO invites offers from Utilities / Traders (Bidders) for banking of power
on a short term basis for the supply of power by TANGEDCO from 15.07.2024 to
30.09.2024 and will accept the return of RTC / Peak Hour power by Utilities and
Traders from 01.03.2025 to 31.05.2025. The offer should reach the office on or
before 08.07.2024 at 13.00 Hrs and will be opened at 15:00 Hrs on the same day
in the Office of Chief Engineer / Private Power Projects, TANGEDCO, 2nd Floor,
MLDC Building,144, Anna Salai, Chennai-2. Specification is available in TANGEDCO
Website Viz., www.tangedco.gov.in Chief Engineer / PPP

DIPR/2152/Tender/2024 TANGEDCO

sheEye Arenfirs
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"IMPORTANT"

MINISTRY OF ROAD TRANSPORT & HIGHWAYS,NEW DELHI

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
NATIONAL HIGHWAYS DIVISION,DHANBAD.

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot

in the State of Jharkhand.

(E-mail:eenhdivisiondhanbad @gmail.com)
Bid/ Package no.- NH/Dhanbad/03/2023-24 (3" Call)Dated :- 28.06.2024
RFP for Construction of ROB at existing LC-188/BG5 in Manpur at km-37.800 on NH-218 on EPC mode

The Ministry of Road Transport & Highways through Chief Engineer, National Highway Wing, Ranchi, Jharkhand
is engaged in the development of National Highways and as part of this endeavour, it has been decided to undertake

Notice Inviting Bid

be held responsible for such Construction of ROB at existing LC-188/BG5 in Manpur at km. 37.800 on NH-218 on EPC mode in the

State of Jharkhand. (JOB NO-NH- 218/AP/JHR/2022-23-322) through an Engineering, Procurement and
Contents: nor for any loss or Construction (EPC) Contract.[The Ministry of Road Transport & Highways represented by its DG(RD)&SS / State Public
damage incurred as aresultof Works Department represented by CE (NH) RCD State] now invites b1d§ fromeligible contral'ctors for lthe following project

A . R State | NH| ICB Name of Estimated Completion [Maintenance
transactions with companies, No.| No. Work Cost (In Rs. Period period
associations or individuals Cr)
iSiNAiN Construction of ROB at
advertl.smg inits newspapers existing LC-188/BG5 in (‘32'113'1 18 (Tcnlocars)
or Publications. We therefore Jharkhand| 218 Manpur at Km. 37.800 on NH-| \["9MdINE | (Righieen M
218 on EPC mode inthe | GST.LC& |y after
o e onths) .

recommend that readers State of Jharkhand . |Utility Shifting) Completion

make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies

The complete BID document can be viewed / downloaded from official portal of the CPPP website https://
eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app from 09.07.2024 to 23.08.2024 (upto 17:00 Hrs. IST). Bidder must submit its Financial bid

or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

PR 328254 Road(24-25)D

and Technical Bid at https:// eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app on or before 23.08.2024 (upto 17:00 Hrs). Bids received online
shall be opened on 30.08.2024. (after 15:00 hours IST).

Bid through any other mode shall not be entertained. However Bid Security in form of Insurance Surety Bond,
Account Payee Demand Draft, Banker's Cheque or Electronic Bank Guarantee (e- Bank Guarantee), receipt of document
fee, Power of Attorney and Joint Bidding Agreement etc. shall be submitted physically by the Bidder within 7 days from the
bid due date. In case of Original BGs in confirmation of scanned copies are not submitted within this period by the bidder,
the bidder will be debarred for one year from bidding for National Highways/other Centrally Sponsored works of Ministry
of Road Transport & Highways and its implementing agencies. Please note that the Ministry/Authority/ Executing Agency
reserve the right to accept or reject all or any of the BIDs without assigning any reason whatsoever.

Executive Engineer National Highway Division, Dhanbad

Government of Jharkhand
JHARKHAND FLYING INSTITUTE

(A Society Registered under Dept. of Cabinet Secretariat

and Vigilance (Civil Aviation Division). Jharkhand
STATE HANGAR, MUNDA AIRPORT ROAD, HINOO, RANCHI
Email - jfi.govtfl mail.com Telefax:- 0651-2250319, 2251090
Tender Ref. No: - %3 05/2024-JFI- 133/Ranchi, Date:- 27.06.2024

e-Tender Notice

e-tenders under TWO BID SYSTEM are hereby invited
by the Jharkhand Flying Institute,(JFI) Govt. of
Jharkhand from Manufacturers/Authorized Distributor
of Manufacturers/Authorized Vendors for purchase of X-
Ray Baggage Inspection System (XBIS) and Explosive
Trace Detector and on-site CAMC for Jharkhand Flying
Institute.
As per the following schedule of events:-

DXH05/2024-JF1/133 Dated-
1. | Tender Ref. No. 27.06.2/024 /
e-bids are hereby invited by the
Jharkhand Flying Institute, Govt. of
Jharkhand for purchase of X-Ray
Baggage Inspection System (XBIS)
and Explosive Trace Detector and
on-site CAMC for JFL
Rs. 25000/~ (Rs. Twenty Five
Thousand only) Through Online
Mode
Rs. 10,00,000/- (Rs. Ten Lakhs only)
Through Online Mode.
02/07/2024 at 06:00 PM

2. | Name of Work

3. | Tender Participation

4. |EMD

Publish of Tender on
5 website/ Start of

" | Downloading Tender
Documents

Appeal for Identification

General Public is hereby informed
that a male dead body Name:
Unknown, S/o Unknown, R/o:
Unknown, Age: Approx. 30 years,
Height: 5'6", Complexion: Fair,
| Wearing : White brown half T-Shirt
and black color half nicker was found
Haiderpur Water Plant, Delhi-88 in

| decomposed condition. In this
Decomposed Dead Body P

regard DD No.16A, dated 27.06.2024 has been lodged
at PS KNK Marg, Delhi.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out
information about this person but no clue has come to light
sofar.

Any, person having any information or clue about this
person may kindly inform to the following. SHO

P.S., K.N. Katju Marg, Delhi
Ph. : 011-27571162, 9718881148,
DP/8491/RD/2024 8750870327

oRIdicid AfRIAI BT BRI,
g9 fortur fasel, ger gvisd,

Addt @meflon

Government of Meghalaya, Power Department, Room No. 512,
Additional Building, Meghalaya (Civil) Secretariat,, Shillong latest by
15-07-2024.
Sd/-
Commissioner & secretary to the Government of Meghalaya,
MIPR No./378 Power Department.

State Registrar of Societies, Haryvana
Industries and Commerce Department,
Haryana,
1st Floor, 30 Bays Building, Sector 17, Chandigarh-160017
PUBLIC NOTICE
[t is informed to the general public that Araya Residents Welfare
Association having its registered office at Estate Office, Araya
Group [Housing Complex, Sector 62, Golf Course Extension
Road, Gurugram was registered under the Haryana Registration
and Regulation of Societics Act, 2012 vide Registration No . HR-
018-2020-02511 dated 09.07.2020. Upon an enquiry, it has been
decided to issuc Public Notice under scction 39(2) of the
Haryana Registration and Regulation of Societies Act, 2012,
inviting objections as to why the registration of Araya Residents
Welfare Association, Gurugram, be not cancelled. Objections, 1f
any, may be filed in writing, before the State Registrar of
Societies, Harvana, within 30 days from the date of publication

of this notice.
Sdi-

State Registrar of Societies, Haryana
No- 27333 HRY

Dated: 11.07.2024
Chandigarh

il & R _Chairmse 6. | Pre Bid Meeting 09/07/2024 at 11:30 AM
Civil Surgeon-cum-Chairman (E} 7 Start of Submission of e- | 11/07/2024 at 10:00 AM tF)[
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Applications are invited with necessary documents from the Retired 12. | Officer Inviting e-Tender Flyingglnititute Govt. of Jharkhand 2;%07'2024’ 30 EERCGIES]
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MAME (07 CPERING DATE | AMOUNT S EYI WERS NODAL OFFICERS
\ BOARINCORES NAME El-ll :‘\::)':'I‘{ NOTICL CLOSING DATE | (APFROX) 1Y 1) CONTAL
- ALTH (AL RUPEES BOA RO DETAILS EMATLL
DALY CLEANIMNG, SWEEFING W T CLEARING O TCHELETS,
SEWERAGE LINE OF MANDI AN} TO UM THE GARBAGE
| MARKET COMMITTET WASTAGE FTC, AT LOCATION PRESCEIBED BY MARKET 2R0E.2024 IBEI] nachictendars hrenic TORRNSENTE
FARITARATY o 2, MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, FARTDABAD BY N 102,202 STORN s AR AT O e ariduad s 2l e
CLEANING AND DUMPTNG ARRANGEMENT T8 MGM, NV
FROMARKET
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISLT @ waww. harvanaeprocurement,gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in e T3 HRY

1 HEAMB GUELGRAM (1D NOLAT14), BALALTO BADARPLE (110 MO,
81931 AND JALALFLE  FEROZPUR 1O
MANDI KHERA BORDER (11 NO, 9283) N
FERQIPUR JHIRKA CONSTITUENCY UNDER
WORK PLAN FOR THE YEAR 2024-25 + 1

WORKS

NAMF OF — : OPENING DATE | AMOUNT / EMD WEBSITE NODAL OFFICER/
SR. BOARD/CORP.! RARTE U.‘;.: n?,'f.'; Rl CLOSING DATE | (APPROX.} IN OF THE CONTACT
No, AUTH T {TIMES) RUPEES BOARD/CORIVAUTH  DETAILS/EMAIL
SPECIAL REPAIR OF 6 NOS. LINK ROADS [
FROM VILLAGE UMEA 1O SULTANPUR (11
MO 1300 7, JATTALKA 10 MOTIKUL (1D KO,
13011, KHORI TO TAKIA (1D NO. 1305),
BASSAL KHANJADA TO FEROJPUR DEHAR 37062024 9416384454

24 CRORES s erenders, hry.nic.i -
12.07.2024 424 CRORES herps:icrenders, iy nic.n xengurugram hsambizomal com

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.harvanaeprocurement.govin or www.etenders.hrynicin

M- 27340 HRY

PR. No. 002961 (BCD) 2024-25 91 P 9, d4i€ BN '{1@ RaR| W YHsd, IERE

DrRIUTTd ST,

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
WATER WAYS DIVISI(?AN, MEDININAGAR (WRD)
2% Call

Very Short Notice Re- inviting e-quotation

Notice No. -WRD-Water Ways Division, Medininagar- QNIT No.-01/2024-25
Date-01.07.2024

Government of Jharkhand through its Public Works Department
(PWD) is engaged in framing/revision of Schedule of Rates and as part
of this endeavor, quotations through e-tender are invited for Hire
Charges of Plant & Machineries annexed as Annexure-1 for
Construction Works from Reputed Manufacturers/Owners/ Lessee for
respective items. The Hire charges conforming to specifications for
inclusion in the Schedule of Rates for Government of Jharkhand to be
used in different Civil Construction/infrastructure works and repair
works shall be submitted online in the website
Http://Jharkhandtenders.gov.in Details of plant and Machineries are
available on the above e-tender portal. The quotationer may download
the documents from the website and quote their rate for hire charges of
plant and Machineries online from 04.07.2024 At 03:00 PM to
10.07.2024 At 05:00 PM. The quotation will be opened on 12.07.2024
at 04:00 PM.

The quotation is invited to ascertain and assess the Hire
charges of plant and machineries at par with lowest market rate for
framing of Schedule of Rate.

Executive Engineer
Water Ways Division, Medininagar

PR 328342 Water Resource(24-25)D
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I, Krishan Lal S/o,Late Ram Ditta
Mal Batra R/0,A-2, First-Floor,
South-Ext.Part-1, Delhi-110049,
have changed my nameto
Krishan Lal Batra.

0040736236-10

I, Kirti Kurichh W/o Ajay Kurichh
R/075/2A Radhey Puri Extn.No
2 Street No. 6 Krishna Nagar
Delhi-110051, (Adhar Card
N0.802601136418) have
changed my name Millee Arora
to Kirti Kurichh for all future
purposes. 0040736060-2

I, Imran Husain S/o Sardar
Husain R/0-141, 2nd Floor
Thokar no-6 Behind-1 Minaar,
Abul Fazal Enclave Part-2,
Jamia Nagar South Delhi-
110025 Have Changed my name
to Sayyed Imran Husain for all
future purposes 0070910528-1

1, ISHAN S/o0 Pradeep Kumar R/0
340-341 3rd Floor, D-17,Sector-
3,Rohini-110085 have changed
my name to ISHANT for all
purposes. 0040736218-1

I, Hawai Singh S/o Sugan Chand
R/0 A-78, Vijay Nagar, Mohan
Garden, Uttam Nagar New
Delhi-110059 Have changed my
minor Son’s name from Gaurav
Kumar to Gaurav for all future
purposes 0070910527-1

l, Dr. Narang Panna Surjeet
Narang,D/o Surjeet Narang,R/0
B-7/11,Rajouri Garden New
Delhi-110027,have changed my
name to Dr. Panna Mangat.

0040736235-3

I, Desh Raj S/o Bhim Singh Yadav
R/0 Rzd-125, Partap Garden,
Bindapur, Uttam Nagar, New
Delhi-110059 Have changed my
name to Desh Raj Yadav for all
future purposes. 0070910526-1

l, Ashima W/o Ajay Grover, R/0
C-33 Carlton-Estate IV, DLF
Phase 5, Gurgaon Haryana-
122009, Have Changed My
Name To Ashima Chhabra.

0040736258-2

I, Anil Chandel S/o Ram Sohavan
Singh R/0 E-187, Gali-No-3,
West Vinod Nagar, Delhi-
110092 have changed my name
to Anil Kumar for all future
purposes 0070910532-1

1, ANIL KUMAR JAIN S/o Miter
Sain Jain, R/0 4688, Umrao
Singh Street, Pahari Dhiraj,
Delhi-110006, have changed my
name to ANIL JAIN for all
purposes. 0040736161-1

ISantosh Singh S/0, Ram Murat
Singh R/0 Wz-2b 3rd Fir Gali
No.4 Krishna Park Tilak Nagar
New Delhi 110018 have
changed my name to Santosh
Kumar Singh. 0040736160-1

IMADAN LAL AGARWAL S/0
RAMESHWAR DAYAL R/0 417,6,
NEHRU NAGAR, MEERUT CITY.
UTTAR PRADESH HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO MADAN
LALFORALLFUTURE
PURPOSES. 0070910544-1

I KumariNishad alias Kumari
DeviD/o Jagdev W/o Chandra
Prakash R/o0 Juggi No. WZ-81,
Ground Floor, Block-C,
Mansarover Garden, West
Delhi, Delhi-110015 have
changed my name to Kumari
Deviforall purposes.

0040736148-1

IK.K.Krishna Prabhu S/o Late
K.P. Kuppu GanapathiR/0 G-12,
Second Floor, Pocket-Two, SFS
DDA Flats, Nilgiri Apartments,
Naraina Vihar, New Delhi-
110028 have changed the name
of my minor daughter from
JuhitaRaadha KP K to Juhita
Prabhu for all purposes.

0040736148-4

I Gurmeet Singh Gulati S/0, Late
Amrit Gulati R/o Db- 6a, Hari
Nagar, Delhi, 110064 have
changed my name to Gurmeet
Gulati. 0040736159-1

AVINASH CHAUDHORY S/O AJEET
SINGH R/O 11/227,SECTOR-
3,RAJINDER NAGAR,SAHIBABAD,
GHAZIABAD, UP-201005 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO AVINASH
CHAUDHARY. 0130043202-1

| Girish Patel S/o Manharbhai
Somabhai Patel R/0 202,
Kautilya Apartment, Pkt-B,
Sector-14, Dwarka, New Delhi-
110078 have changed my name
to Girishkumar Manharbhai
Patel for all purposes.

0040736148-2

IDharampal Yadav S/O Maman
Singh R/0 Naharpur (111)
Lakhnaula, Gurgaon Haryana-
122004 Have Changed my
Name to Dharampal.

0040736230-1

I Chhaya Patel W/o Girishkumar
Manharbhai Patel R/0 202,
Kautilya Apartment, Pkt-B,
Sector-14, Dwarka, New Delhi-
110078 have changed my name
to Patel Chhayaben for all
purposes. 0040736148-3

MOHD ASLAM S/O SAGIRAHMAD
R/O A-16, MAIN SHALIMAR
GARDEN, SAHIBABAD,
GHAZIABAD, UP-201005 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TOASLAM
MALIK. 0130043201-1

l,prakash gupta,w/o shyam
bihari gupta,resi,of-2381,tilak
street chuna mandi paharganj,
Delhi55,inform That prakash
gupta and parkash gupta both
are same-person.
0040736224-7

I, Vandana D/o Anil Kumar R/0 E-
187, Gali-No-3, West Vinod
Nagar, Delhi-110092 have
changed my name to Vandana
Chandel for all future purposes

0070910531-1

I, Sunil Kumar Shukla S/o Shree
Hridya Nand Shukla R/o0 G-256,
Gamma-2, Greater Noida U.P.
have changed my son’s name
from Rudr Shukla to Rudra
Shukla for all future purposes.

0070910540-1

Itis for general information that
1,SHIVAM KUMAR PASWAN,S/0-
Shiv Narayan Paswan, R/o
H.no-E-423/9,Street.No-9 Near-
Darshil Vatika Tukmirpur-Extn
Karawal-Nagar North-
East,Delhi-110094, declare that
name of mine has been
wrongly written as Shivamin
my 10th-class and 12th-class
marksheet cum certificate
educational documents.The
actual name of mine is Shivam
Kumar Paswan. Which may be
amended accordingly.

0040736230-8

Itis for general information that
ILNOORANI KHAN,S/0
Badruddin Khan Maulana,R/o-
T-1430, ward.no-8 Gaushiya-
colony Mehrauli South,Delhi-
110030.declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written
as Noor Alam in my minor son
namely Aadil Hussain aged-15-
yearsinhis 10th class
marksheet and certificate
educational documents.The
actual name of mine is Noorani
Khan. Which may be amended
accordingly. 0040736235-10

Itis for general information that
|,GEETA DEVI,W/0-Naresh
Kumar,R/0-3197
Maman.Street, Near-Badh
wala Chowk Phari-Dhiraj
Sadar-Bazar,North,Delhi-
110006,declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written
as Geeta in my minor son
namely Varun Kumar aged-17-
yearsin his 10th-class
marksheet and certificate
educational documents and
birth-certificate No-
MCDOLRO07071557. The actual
name of mine is Geeta Devi,
which may be amended
accordingly. 0040736233-7

I,RINKU,W/0 SANJEEV KUMAR
HOUSE NO-125 STREET NO-2
GOVINDPURI KALKAJI DELHI-
110019,have changed my name
to RINKU MAGGU permanently.

0040736230-3

1,PROMILA KUMARI alis
Padma,D/O LATE GIRDHARI
LAL,W/O-LATE BHARAT
BHUSHAN MALHOTRA,R/O-
24/31,G/F,B/P,WEST PATEL-
NAGAR CENTRAL-DELHI
110008,HAVE CHANGED NAME
TO PROMILA MALHOTRA.

0040736218-8

I,PRATAP SAHU,S/0
BANSHIDHAR SAHU,R/O
FLAT,NO-366,0VERSEAS
TOWER, SECTOR-62,
GautamBudh-Nagar,U.P-
201309,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO PRATAP KUMAR
SAHU,FOR ALL PURPOSE.

0040736233-6

I,NARESH MANSUKHANI,
ADDRESS:B-39 JANGPURA
EXTENSION,DELHI-
110014,HAVE CHANGED MY
MINOR SON NAME ATHARV TO
ATHARV MANSUKHANI for
all,future purposes

0040736224-10

1,NAN BABOO,S/0
RAMCHANDER JAISWAL,KH-
228,GALINO-10,20-FUTTA-ROAD
MUKANDPUR EXT-2 DELHI-
110042,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO NAN BABOO JAISWAL.

0040736224-6

I,Mohit Kashyap,S/0O-Shri
Somnath Kashyap,R/0 B-
6/328,Sector-17,Rohini,Delhi-
110089,inform that Mohit
Kashyap and Mohit Kumar
Kashyap both are the name of
same person. 0040736236-1

Lhitherto known as ANMOL
KUMAR,S/0-manoj kumar,
R/0,B-1217,Galino.17 1pusta-
Sonia vihar-North,east-delhi-
110094,have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as ANMOL KUMAR SHARMA.

0040736224-5

1,ZUHAIB AHMAD,S/O ANIS
AHMED,residing,6941/A,BERI
WALA BAGH AZAD MARKET
DELHI-110006,have changed
my name to ZUHAIB
AHMED,permanently.

0040736218-7

I,Surinder Kaur Sodhi,w/0
Jagpreet Singh Sodhi,R/0 B-
8,Kh.N0-27/25,U/S/F Shokeen
Vihar Himgiri Enclave Nilothi-
Extn Nangloi,Delhi-110041,have
changed my name to Surinder
Kaur. 0040736235-5

I,Soni Savita,w/o Karan
R/0.House No.365, Gali.no.7,Sai
Nagar, Meethapur
Extn.,Badarpur, Delhi-
110044,have changed my minor
Son’s name,from Lucky to
Ankit,for all purposes.

0040736218-6

I,Ram Arora S/O Somnath Arora
R/0 B-201 B-Block Jhilmil Delhi-
110095 Have Changed My Name
To Ram Kwatra Permanently.

0040736236-4

I,Sonam Verma D/o-Yashpaul
Verma,Address-A-3/234,2nd-
floor paschim-vihar,Delhi-
110063 I have changed my
minor daughter name Harika
Sachdevato Harika Kanwa

0040736224-9

1,Shilpi Bhutani W/O Ram
Kwatra R/0 B-201 B-Block
Jhilmil Delhi-110095,Have
Changed My Name To Riya
Kwatra Permanently.

0040736236-5

I,Sandeep S/o Karam Veer
Gahlot,H.N0.90, near Choti
Mata Mandir, Biswa,
Gurgaon(Haryana)-122001,
have changed my name to
Sandeep Gahlot. 0040736236-7

I,SYED MOHD UMAR ALI,S/0
ANZARALI,ADDRESH-68B
THIRD-FLOOR,KILOKARI
MAHRANI BASH SUNLIGHT-
COLONY,JANGAURA,SOUTH
DELHI-110014,have changed
my name to UMAR ALI,for
all,future purposes.

0040736224-3

1,SONAM GARG W/0 SAURABH
GUPTA R/0-2398, Dr Tuteja
Gali,Narela,Delhi-110040,have
changed my name to SONAM.

0040736230-7

I,SHAGUN BANSAL,D/O-
KRISHAN KUMAR BANSAL,C-
25,SECOND-FLOOR (BACK
SIDE),COTTAGE-ROAD, ADARSH
NAGAR, DELHI-110033 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
SHAGUN AGGARWAL.

0040736236-2

I,SANYA BHATIA,
W/O,HARSHABAD DEEP
SINGH,R/0 A-53,SECTOR-
31,NOIDA, GAUTAM BUDH
NAGAR, UTTAR PRADESH-
201301,have changed my name
to SANYA KAUR. 0040736224-2

I,SANJIV S/O RAM CHANDER
HOUSE NO-125 STREET NO-2
GOVINDPURI KALKAJI DELHI-
110019,have changed my name
to SANJEEV KUMAR
permanently. 0040736230-2

I,Roopkanti Devi,W/o Triloki
Nath Singh,R/0 B-401,Manisha
CGHS,Ltd.Plot No.-7B,Sector-
23, Dwarka,Delhi,have changed
my name to Rup Kanti Devi,for
all purposes. 0040736218-9

I,Rajeev Khosla S/o Late P.N.
Khosla R/0-163, 2Nd.Floor,
AGCR-Enclave, Delhi-110092,
have changed my name to
Rajiv Khosla for all purposes.

0040736235-8

I,LRUPALI MALHOTRA D/O ANIL
MALHOTRA R/0O 347,BHERA
ENCLAVE, PASCHIM VIHAR,
DELHI-110087.HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO RUPALIFORALL
PURPOSES. 0040736233-4

I,ASHUTOSH,S/0 ASHOK
KUMAR,R/0-314,TILAK PARK,
MEERUT,UTTAR PRADESH-
250001,have changed my name
to ASHUTOSH MITTAL.

0040736235-2

I,Manjeet Singh S/o0 Gurnam
Singh,R/0 7531, Tel Mill Gali,
Ram Nagar, Paharganj,New
Delhi-110055 have changed my
name to Manjit Singh.

0040736168-1

l,Mamtesh W/0 Mohammad
Nafis R/0 HNo.RZE-179,Upper
Ground Floor,Nihar Vihar,
Nangloi,Delhi-110041.have
changed my nameto
SHABNAM PARVEEN.
Permanently. 0040736224-1

1,MO BABLOO S/O MO
KARIMULLA,HOUSE NO-88
GALI.NO-12 BLOCK-G SANGAM
VIHAR DELHI-110080,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME MOHD
BABLOO,FOR ALL PURPOSES.

0040736233-2

I,Kritika Katiyar W/o Shiv Pratap
Singh Mehta R/0 J-82, Sector-
41,Noida-201301 have changed
my name to Kritika Katiyar
Mehta for all future purposes.

0040736207-1

l,Kavaljeet Kaur,D/O Gurveer
Singh,R/0 BG-1/29D,Shalimar
Bagh,North West Delhi,Delhi-
110088,have changed my name
from Kavaljeet Kaur to
Kawaljeet Kaur,for all future
purpose. 0040736233-1

I,KM Sangeeta Sharma,W/o
Yogesh Singhal R/o
H.No.32,Near-Parkash Hospital
Jyoti Park, Gurgaon-
122001(Haryana), have
changed my name to Sangeeta
Singhal. 0040736235-6

1,JYAMITI SAHU,W/O PRATAP
KUMAR SAHU,R/O FLAT.NO.366
OVERSEAS TOWER, SECTOR-
62,GautamBudh Nagar,U.P-
201309,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO JYAMITI BAHERA,FOR
ALL PURPOSE. 0040736233-5

I,Harish Arora,S/0-Babu
Ram,H.No-3311,Housing board
colony, Sector-03, Faridabad,
Haryana- 121004, changed my
name to Harish Kumar Arora

0040736224-8

l,Gaurav Kumar s/o Late Tek
Chand,R/0-H-1003,Great value
sarnam sec-107,Noida up,have
change name to Gaurav
arora,forall purposes.

0040736235-7

I,Draupadi Sujan,W/0- Krishan
Sujan Address-E-256,
TF,Greater Kailash-2 near-
Sehgal market Delhi-
110048,changed my nameto
Draupadi Krishan Sujan.

0040736224-11

1,Divya D/o Shri.Dharmendra
Singh, R/0-House.N0.2101,
Gate.No.-6,Sector-4,Tehsil and
District-Rewari,have changed
my name from Divya to Divya
Singh, for all,future purpose.

0040736235-9

l,Divakar s/o Harsh Bahadur,R/0
647,Surya-Nagar,Phase-2,Sec-
91,Faridabad,Haryana-
121003,have changed my name
to Divakar Singh for all future
purposes. 0040736236-6

1,Disha D/o Ravinder Pal Khanna
R/0 B-55, 08 Shalimar,\Village
near Saini,Dharamsha
Shalimar,Bagh Delhi-
110088,have changed my name
toDishaKhanna 0040736230-6

I,Dhannu Prasad,S/0-Ramjas
R/0-B-268,Sharda Vats
Enclave,Prem Nagar-3,Kirari
Suleman Nagar,Delhi-
110086,have changed my
name,from Dhanu Kumar,to
Dhannu Prasad,for all future
purposes. 0040736235-1

1,DILMEER BABBAR,D/O
JATINDER JEET SINGH,H.NO-J-
61,2ND FLOOR,STREET.NO-
4,NEAR-BANGALISCHOOL,
LAXMI NAGAR, DELHI 110092,
changed my name to DILMEET
KAUR. 0040736224-4

I,Banrsi Lal s/o Ram Aadhar
Shukla R/o Plot No-12,Type-A
Pocket-15,Sector-22,Rohini
Delhi 110086,have changed my
name to Banarsi Lal Shukla.

0040736230-5

l, LAKSHMI CHAUHAN,W/O
RAJENDER SINGH, residing C-
1/4 POLICE STATION MODEL
TOWAN-1, KINGSWAY-CAMP
MODEL TOWN-II DELHI-110009,
have changed my name to
LAKSHMI KAUR permanently.

0040736258-1

1, BALVENDER SINGH S/0
SANTOKH SINGH R/O H.N.-
305G,VILLAGE MAMERA
ELLENABAD SIRSA HARYANA-
125102,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO BALWINDER SINGH.

0040736218-5

I Rashmi Bansal owner,flat-56
Sahyog Apartment BOB Officers
Group Housing society pitampura
Delhi-110034 have lost membership
share certificate
contact:9999828580

0130043203-1

l,Manjeet W/O Manmeet Sodhi
R/0O H.No-A-70,Vikas-Vihar
Chander-Vihar Nilothi Extn
Nangloi Delhi-110041,have
changed my name to Manjit.

0040736235-4

1,BABY TRANUM,W/0 MD SAMIM
HOUSE.NO-99,BLOCK,D
GALI.NO-4 SANGAM
VIHAR,DELHI-110080,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO BABY
TARANNUM FOR ALL PURPOSES

0040736233-3

I, Gulshan Banga S/o Late
Sh.Roshan Lal, R/0-433, Bhai-
Parmanand Colony, Delhi-
110009,have lost my original
Allotment Letter and
Possession Letter, LR-
N0.1846457/2024

0040736169-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

,ASHUTOSH ARVIND NAIR, S/O-
ARVIND NAIR, RESIDENT OF,
FLAT.NO-8,BUILDING NO-
6,SARASWAT COLONY,
ANUSAYA ROAD,PO-
SANTACRUZ(WEST), MUMBAI,
MAHARASHTRA 400054, HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
ASHUTOSH NAIR. 0040736218-4

I,ASHA,W/0 VIJAY KUMAR,R/O
D-2/121-122,FIRST FLOOR
NEAR-TITIKASHA SCHOOL,
SECTOR-11,ROHINI, DELHI-
110085,have changed my name
to ASHA LALWANI, for all future
purposes. 0040736218-2

I, Wagar S/0, Munna R/o House
No 79 2nd Floor, GaliNo 9,
Khasra No 132, Wazirabad
Village New Delhi-110084 have
changed my name to Wagar
Ahmad for all purposes.

0040736229-1

I, Vrudhula Srinivas
Suryanaraya S/o Suryanarayan
Murty R/O Flat No.-312,
Gharonda Apartment, Sector-
Alpha-1, Greater Noida, U.P
have changed my nameto
Srinivas Vrudhula for all future
purposes 0070910536-1

I, Vipan Bansal and Vipin Kumar
S/o Virender Kumar R/0 A-
1/282.F.F. Paschim Vihar New
Delhi-63, solemnly affirm both
names belong to same person
i.e. myself. 0040736218-10

I, Sunita Devi W/o Hawai Singh
R/0 House no-A-78, Vijay Nagar,
Mohan Garden, Uttam Nagar,
West Delhi-110059 Declare That
my name is Wrongly As
Suneeta Deviin my Son Gaurav
School Record the actual name
of Sunita Devi for all future
purposes. 0070910546-1

I, Shobhrani Srinivas Vrudhula
W/o Srinivas Vrudhula R/o Flat
No. 312, Gharonda Apartment,
Sector-Alpha-1, Greater Noida
U.P. have changed my name to
Shobha Rani Vrudhulaforall
future purposes. 0070910535-1

l, Sayma Parveen,W/o Ramish
Adeeb D/o Mukhtar Ahmed,R/0
House.N0.510, Main Road
Jafrabad, Delhi-110053,Have
Changed My Name Sayma
Parveen to Saima Mukhtar(Dob
07-02-1996)For All Purposes.

0040736236-3

PUBLIC NOTICE

“General public at large is hereby informed
that my clients- Sh. Arun Kumar S/o Lt.
Desh Raj and his wife- Ms. Rekha Garg,
both R/o H.No.2046, Nai Basti, Anaj
Mandi, Narela, Delhi-40, have severed all
their relations from their son-Mr. Ankit
Garg, his wife- Ms. Ayushi D/o Sh.
Naveen Goel and his son- Master A,
Temporarily staying at H.No.2046, Nai
Basti, Anaj Mandi, Narela, Delhi-40 for
want of control and their extortive conducts
and have also disowned them from their
movable and immovable properties. Any
person dealing with aforesaid- Mr. Ankit
Garg, his wife- Ms. Ayushi & his son shall
be doing so at his/her own risk and the same
shall not be binding on my said clients in
any manner, whatsoever.
Sd/-
ANAND BHARDWAJ
Advocate
Ch. No. 51, Civil Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that
I, DIVYA PURI D/O LATE
SH. NARESH KUMAR
SAWHNEY EX. WIFE OF SH.
RAKESH PURI R/O 27 A/l,
FIRST FLOOR, FRIENDS
COLONY WEST, NEW
DELHI-110065 declare that I got
divorced from my husband SH.
RAKESH PURI vide Court
Decree HMA No. 3595/2023
dated 13.12.2023. Further I have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as DIVYA
SAHANEY.

PUBLIC NOTICE

[Madan Lal Slo Manak Chand
Rlo 4839, Gali Laddoo Ghati,
Pahar Ganj,Swami Ram Tirth
Nagar, Delhi-55, had Lost/
Misplaced Original Demand
Letter of DDA MIG Flat No.324,
st Floor, Jahangir Puri, Dehi,
Vide DDA File No.-34(20)95NH!
AAY And The LR. No. 185554412024
Date-29-06-2024

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Clients Govind Pandit S/o Jagdish Pandit
and Manju Devi W/o Sh.Govind pandit R/o
H.No-E-167, First Floor, Gali No-3, Hardev
Nagar, Jharoda Majra Laldora, North Delhi-
110084 have disowned their son Vishal
Pandit and his wife Smt. Priya Sudan from
their all movable and immovable properties
and my Clients have also Severed their all
relations with him due to his mis-behavior &
bad conduct. Anybody dealing with him in
any manner whatsoever Will be doing at
his/her own cost, risk & responsibility. The
son Vishal Pandit is already living alone for
more than 3 years.

KAMAL SINGH (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/748/2014

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is brought to the notice of the public at large that]

1, STUTI SRIVASTAVA D/O JAI
SHRIVASTAVA H.NO-114-
A,POCKET-1,MAYUR-VIHAR
PHASE-1, CHILLA SARODA
KHADAR,DELHI-110091,have
changed my name to STUTI
SRIVASTAV all future purposes.

0040736230-4

I, Preeti Ranjan S/0 Sh.
Vidyadhar R/0 6220-21-22, Dev
Nagar, Gali No-1, Block-6, Karol
Bagh New Delhi-110005 have
changed my name from PREETI
RANJAN to ADITYA RANJAN for
all future purposes.

00709105431

I, Naseema Khatoon W/o Sabir
Khan R/0 21-A, Street-No.7,
Sarojini-Park, Shastri-Nagar,
Delhi-110031,have changed my
name to NasimaKhatoon.

0040736236-9

I, Naresh Kumar S/o Kailash
Chand Malhotra R/0 5080,
Chaman Ganj,Roshanara
Road,Delhi-110007, has
changed my nameto Naresh
Malhotra. 0040736218-3

I, Mustafa S/o Wajid Ali Khan R/o
H.No.151, Tantan Upper Kote,
Bulandshahr, U.P.-203001,have
changed my name to Mustafa
AliKhan. 0040736236-8

I, Mehnaaz Ansari R/0 J-3/269,
3rd Floor, DDA Flats, Kalkaji,
Delhi-110019 have changed my
minor son’s name from Zidane
Ahmed Khan to Zidaan Ansari

0070910534-1

I, Marium Indavar D/o Karma
Indwar R/0- 769, Sunlight
Colony-2,Hari Nagar, Ashram,
South Delhi, Delhi-110014, have
changed my name from
Marium Indavar to Mariam
Indwar for all future purposes.

0040736232-1

We Alka Srivastava W/o Praveen
Kumar Srivastava and Praveen
Kumar Srivastava S/o Birendra
Kumar Srivastava,R/0-T-9/9115
GHO2A Happy Trails Sector-10
Greater Noida Up -203207 have
changed name of our minor son
Subh Srivastava to Shubh
Srivastava. 0040736218-11

LOST & FOUND

I,Vikas Kashyap and Shalini
Kashyap Have Lost my
possession Letter And
Allotment, Letter of my Flat,
Flat.No.-002,Tower-2,The
Palms,South City-1, Sector-41,
Gurgaon. Finder Please inform
at: 9891179558.

0040736233-10

I Gunjan Sharma S/o Late S.k
Sharma, have Lost Two
Documentsi.e Last 3 pages of
agreement to sell (Builder &
Buyer Agreement) &
Possession Letter Related to
My flat.No. 2-303 The Millenia
37D by Signature Global,
Gurugram-122505

0070910529-1

with order dated May 03, 2024|
passed by the Hon'ble Rohini Courtin CS DJ No.
303/2023, titted as Gurjeet Singh & Anr vs
Rachna Khanna & Anr, Rachna Khanna and/or|
its Directors/ Promoters/ agems/
p and/or associate C
is restrained from in any manner selling
transferring/alienating the first floor of the above
said property. The Public atlarge is further made
aware that in terms of the above mentioned order|
dated May 03, 2024 passed by the Hon'ble]
Rohini Court in CS DJ No. 303/2023, fitled as|
Gurjeet Singh & Anr vs Rachna Khanna & Anr,
Rachna Khanna, no one is authorized/permitted;
to sell the said portion of said property directly or|
indirectly. The original owner of said first floor has|
received information that certain
individuals/entities are attempting to sell said|
property. The Public is therefore once again|
cautioned against buying/dealing with such
property wherein Rachna Khanna. or any of its}
idiaries have any
directly or indirectly. The Public is further
requested to rely only on the order which is|
available on the official website of the Hon'ble|
Rohini Court. Sd/-|
VK. Puri Puri & Puri (Advocates)|
A-64, L.G.F.,Gujranwala Town, Part-1,
Delhi-110009|

PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known to all the clients, Smt. Aparna
Gulati R/O A-122, Sector-31, Noida,
Gautam Budh Nagar, Delhi- 201301 have
lost original documents ie. DDA
Possession Letter, Site Possession Letter &
NOC for Electric and water connection of
DDA Flat No. E/9B, Munirka, New Delhi
110067 An NCR/LR No: 1861290/2024
Dated: 01/07/2024 has been done. Any
person having any objection or found in
possession of original documents may
contact at mobile no. 9810582428 within 15
days from the date of publication of this
notice or can personally inform or write to
NIKHIL BAHRI
Advocate

26/1, West Patel Nagar,
New Delhi- 110008

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all that our client Mr Madan
Lal Bansal is a bonafide owner of built-up
property bearing Plot no.97, Block/Pocket-
C-11, Sector-3, Rohini, Delhi vide
conveyance deed executed by DDA in his
favour which was duly registered in the
office of Sub-registrar-VII, New Delhi on
06-08-2009 vide regn no.11221 in Book
n0.1, Volume no.3446 on pages 88-90.

Mr Madan Lal Bansal has lost the last page
of conveyance deed with detailed regn nos.
If any person has any claim o interest over
the said property, he/she is requested to
forward his/her claim/s along with the
relevant document/s to us within 7 days of
this public notice. If we do not receive any
claim from any person within 7 days, it will
be strictly presumed that this property is
absolutely free from any claim or
encumbrance and no one has any claim over
this property.

Sd/-
RAVI CHOPRA
Advocate
Office No.1, First Floor, DDA Market
Pocket-A-1, Mayur Vihar, Ph-III,
Delhi-110096

PUBLIC NOTICE

The general public is hereby informed that my
client, Shri Avinash Chand Manuja S/0 Late
Shri- Dinanath Manuja and his wife Smt.
Sushma Manuja W/Q Avinash Chand Manuja
Both R/0 House No. 277, Upper Second Floor,
Gali No. 6, Ram Nagar, Krishna Nagar, Delhi-
110051, have severed/discontinued all their
relations/connections with their Son, Pankaj
Manuja and Daughter in law Jaya Manuja and
Grand Son Virat Manuja and Grand Daughter
Mayra Manuja due to his bad habits/bad
behaviour clients have
d\scwned/d\slnhemed and deharred from all
their movable and immovable properties/
Assets etc. whichever / wherever situated.
Anyone/whoever dealing with Pankaj Manuja
and Jaya Manuja and Virat Manuja and Mayra
Manuja will do so at his/her/their own risk and
responsibility and my clients will not be held
responsible/liable for any actions, deeds.

SK GUPTA (Advocate)
En. No. D-1048/08

Be it known to all that My Client Parvesh
Malhotra S/o Sh. B.M. Malhotra, R/o A-
232, Vikaspuri, New Delhi-110018, have
lost the original Allotment letter, Builder
Buyer Agreement and all other original
documents related to property being Villa
No. MAR-MD-014, Emaar Marbella,
Sector-65/66, Gurugram, Haryana-
122001 on 01.07.2024 and an NCR has
been lodged online with Delhi Police
bearing LR No. 1860334/2024 dated
01.07.2024. Founder may contact the
undersigned within 7 days, after which
the founder/user will be responsible for
the use of the same in all respect,
whatsoever.
VIPIN KUMAR YADAV (ADVOCATE),
Chamber No. 753,
Dwarka Dist. Court Complex,
Sector-10, Dwarka, New Delhi-110075.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to public at large that
my client SMT. PRAKASHI DEVI W/O
LATE SH. HARI GOPAL R/O H.NO. 01,
NORTH BLOCK, VIPIN GARDEN,
UTTAM NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110059,
has severed all her relations from her son
SH. DEVENDER KUMAR (alongwith his
wife SMT. SUSHMA RANI and their Legal
Heirs) and their associates disowned and
debarred all of them from all her movable and
immovable properties with immediate effect
because of harassment, torture, cruelty, atrocities
committed by them against my client.
Any person dealing with them shall be doing
50 at their own risk, cost and consequences.
My client shall not be responsible in any
manner for the same.
Sd/-
A.K. Verma
Advocate

PUBLIC NOTICE

It be known to the general public
that my client Sh. Mehar Chand &
Ram Pyari both Resident of 305.
Village Alipur Delhi-110036 had
disowned and debarred their son
Lalit Makhan and his wife Aarti
Walia from their all movable and
immovable properties on
25.07.2018 by publication in News
Papers due to beyond control and
also severed their relationship with
him/them now withdrawn said
disowning notice for Lalit Makhan
only and rest contents of that notice
willbe same.
VIRENDRA SINGH (ADVOCATE
CH.NO.711, ROHINI COURT DELH|

PUBLIC NOTICE
TO WHOMSOEVER IT MAY CONCERN

Unit No. DSC - 271 situated at DLF
South Court Mall, Plot No. A-1,
District Centre Saket, New Delhi-
110017 was allotted in the name of
Mr. Vijay Gupta S/o Late Mr. Girdhari
Lal Gupta and Mr. Saurabh Gupta
Slo Mr. Vijay Gupta both R/o House
No. D-5 Westend Colony, West End,
South Delhi, India-110021. Whereas
Mr. Vjay Gupta expired on 10- 10

wrafaa 3u AeTgases (Rafder), freror svs-yeaa
fara
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1. | Providing and fixing signage board | 22.65 | @ 1107204 @1 | arerrei
& road safety devices at |.A. Loha 1100 31 1 3B T
Mandi, Distt. Ghaziabad.

2. |Providing and Fixing of Cantilever| 27.93 | fi@ 1107204 &1 | sieaet
gantry sign board, Road Direction 1100 391 1 3P T,

Board and Guide Map in Industrial
Area Bulandshahar road, Ghaziabad

3. |Providing and fixing of cantilever | 16.89 | @ 1107204 @1 | SHcudetia
gantry sign board, Road direction 1100 T T T T
Board and Guide map in industrial
Area South Side G.T. Road,

Ghaziabad.

4. [Bulandshahar road industrial area | 60.61 | fi@ 1107204 &1 | Sreaet
main Road no. 20 per Drain & 100 T T 39 T
Construction work of RCC road ka
nirmaan karya.
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No. 327587 (RURAL WORK DEPARTMENT) 24—25 (D) 2,
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2021 leaving behind a regi
Will in favour of Mr. Saurabh Gupta
and accordingly the name of Mr.
Saurabh Gupta is to be retained and
Mr. Vijay Gupta's name be deleted
in DLF's and DDA's record in
respect of the captioned unit. If
anybody has any objection to this,
he or she may approach Messrs
DLF Ltd or the undersigned within
21 days of publication of this
notice.
KSHITIJ MITTAL (Advocate)
Chamber No. 842-E, Lawyers Chamber
Block, Saket Court Complex, Saket,
New Delhi-110017. Mobile: 9891016361

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general public at|

Iarﬂe that my nFenl Mr. Surender Kumar
av who is lhe nwner of Land measurmg

and 1

300 (U 151( 348/301 [I 14) 349/301 (1
32 undivided share in land
measurlng h ha and 18 hiswa, bearin
khasra No. 1-6), 294 (1-7), 295 (0- 5?
situated in the revenue estate of Village
Saidulajab, Tehsil Saket, MB Road, New,|
Delhi h% virtue of Relinquishment' Deed
dated 13.06.2024 executed by Mrs.
Sushila Devi and Mrs. Kelawatl in the|
favour of Mr. Surender Kumar Yadav who!
inherited lhe sald éJroperty after the
demise of Ranbeer |ngh who was the|

owner as per revenue record.
Any person(s), institution(s) having, any
claim’ andfor objection in respect of the|
said property shall communicate the same|
to the undersigned at our address within
10 days from the publication of this notice|
with documentary evidence in support|
thereof, failing which all the claim, of such
shall not be binding

Upon the said property or purchaser.
19 204 Fl @ hg K. Ts?gm (Qg Ecag@

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby informed to the general
public that I, RAKESH KUMAR
S/0 SH. GANGA KANT JHA,
R/O  A-124, RAJA VIHAR,
SAMAIPUR, DELHI-110042 have
Lost/Misplaced the original
documents of PROPERTY NO.
124-B, MEASURING 25 SQ.
YDS., OUT KHASRA NO. 960,
RAJA VIHAR, SIRASPUR,
DELHI-110042. An NCR to this
effect has been logged Vide LR
No.: 185944072024, Dated
01/07/2024. Finder may please
Contact: 9810120241.
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Dr. Virendra Pal Singh Advocate

M-15, Civil Wing, Tis Hazari

Court, Delhi-110054

PROVISION OF RUB AT
L-XING IN TINSUKIA DIVISION

Tender Notice No: TSK/Engg/35 of 2024;
Dated: 27-06-2024; E-Tender are invited
by the undersigned for the following work;
Item No. 1; Brief Description of Item : At
Tinsukia Division : Provision of 2 Nos RUB
at L-Xing No. ST/131 at Km. 487/8-7 in
Mamrup-Borhat and ST/134 atkm. 502/2-3
in Naharkatiya-Duliajan section. Tender|
Value: 18 42 60.686/-; Earnest Money:
¥5,71,300/-; Date &time of closing of above
tender at 15:00 hrs. and opening at 16:00
hrs. on 22-07-2024. The complete
infarmation with the tender document of|
above e-tender will be available upto
15:00 hrs. on 22-07-2024 in website
WWW.ireps.gov.in

DRM (W), Tinsukia

& NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Serving Customars With A Smile

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a
result of transactions with companies, associations or
individuals advertising in its newspapers or Publications.
We therefore recommend that readers make
necessary inquiries before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements with advertisers or
otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner

whatsoever.

Jharkhand Urja Sancharan Nigam Ltd.
(CIN: U40108JH2013SGC001704)
Regd. Office: 2" Floor, JUSNL (SLDC) Building, Kusai
Colony, Doranda, Ranchi-02

(E-mail:cetjusnl@gmail.com)

5" TIME EXTENSION NOTICE

Important date against NIT No. 725/PR/JUSNL/2023-24 for Left over
work of Design, Engineering, Supply, Erection, Testing and Commissioning of
LILO of 220 kV D/C TTPS — Govindpur Transmission Line (23.598 Km.) at
220/132/33 kV GSS, Jainamore GSS on turnkey basis. is hereby extended in
following manner : -

End date and time of upload of | 18.07.2024 up to 04:00 PM
BID
BID Opening date for technical| 19.07.2024 at 04.00 PM
& commercial part
This extension notice is also available on the website
www.jharkhandtenders.gov.in
afed vd wefkd & Soit g@rd | Sd/-
ER DI R N R SIS IEECarc il - General Manager, C&M (NWBP)
AeR) W ol B | JUSNL,Ranchi

PR No. 322551
PR 328231 Jharkhand Urja Sancharan Nigam Ltd(24-25)D

DRA ) ) »

RDUAGA RMA

ASIMPUR (A

E- TENDER NOTICE
Superintending Engineer, O&MC-IV, ‘D’TPS, HTPS, Kasimpur,

AD/ | )
PO H ATIO

AR

Aligarh,

1. E Tender No.:

07.2024 up to 13:00 Hrs.

27/0&MC-IV/DTPS/EMD-II/CTPS/2024-25
Online e-Bids invited for the work of “Maintenance of HT and
LT Switch Gears Including Electrical Maintenance of ESP
of 1x110MW, CTPS, HTPS Kasimpur (Aligarh)’ E-tender will
be uploaded up to 28.06.2024 up to 18.00 Hrs. on
http://etender.up.nic.in. Estimated cost of work: Rs. 38,54,030.00,
Earnest Money Rs. 40,000.00. Last date of submission of e-bid of
Tender 30.
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, O&MCIRCLE-II,

‘D’'TPS,

KASIMPUR
2. ET-05/0&MC-II/BMD-I/24-25, Online e-bids are invited for the
“MECHANICAL MAINTENANCE OF ESP OF UNIT # 8 & 9,
2X250MW, HTPS, KASIMPUR for period of Two Years” E-Tender
has been uploaded on 25.06.2024 on http://etender.up.nic.in,
Estimated Cost Rs. 17,01,286.00, Completion period Two Year,
E.M.D. Rs. 34,000.00. Last date of submission of e-bid of Tender
29.07.2024 up to 13:00 Hrs.

Superintending Engineer,

Coal

Handling Circle,

Kasimpur(Aligarh):
3. Tender No.VSTET-05/0&MC-V(CHC)/CHD-I/DTPS/HTPS/
2024-25, In Coal Handling Division-I ‘D’ TPS, “Cleaning & removal
of jammed coal from R.C. bunkers of unit No. 7 and shifting of the
spread coal, if any, to coal yard of CHP, CTPS”.Uploaded on
e-procurement system of UP Government https://etender.up.nic.in
on dated 01.07.2024. Estimated cost Rs. 2,06,164.00 Lacs.
Earnest Money Rs. 4130.00, Last date of E-bid Submission
12.07.2024 up to 14:00 Hrs.
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, OPERATION &

MAINTENANCE CIRCLE-I, ‘D’'TPS, KASIMPUR

in 2x250

4- E-Tender Notice No. ET-03/O&MC-I/CAMD/DTPS/HTPS/
2024-25, Online e-bids are invited for The “Operation of the Lifts
E-tender will be uploaded
on 01.07.2024 on http//etender.up.nic.in Estimated cost of work:

MW,DTPS, Kasimpur.”

Rs. 1436085.00 Only. Time period: 24 months E.M.D. cost:
Rs. 28700.00, Last date of tender 05.08.2024 at 14 :00 hrs.

Superintending Engineer, MMC, HTPS, Kasimpur (Aligarh)

tender.

5. E-Tender No: ET-58/MMC/PD/ETPS/HTPS/2024, online bids
are invited for “Procurement of Gaskets, Shims, Rubber items
and different consumables items of unit no. 10 ETPS, HTPS,
Kasimpur, Aligarh. Tender will be uploaded on 01.07.2024 on
18:00 on portal www.uprvunl.org./etender.up.nic.in. Estimated

cost is Rs. 2,57,163.00 only. Earnest money is Rs. 5,150.00, The
bid online submission End date is: 25.07.2024 (14:00)

Note- Tender No. ET-58 Eligibility Conditions: Only reputed
Manufacturers/their Authorized Dealer can participate in this

Note- Total quantity of work, tender specification and other terms &
condition is as per tender documents available on the e-portal.
Corrigendum, Addendum, Extension if any shall be uploaded only
on the above website. Bidders are advised to visit the website
regularly for updated information from time to time. Part- | shall
contain Tender Cost/Earnest money and other necessary
documents as per pre-qualifying conditions and Part -1l will contain
price bid as per bill of quantity. Tender specification may be
downloaded from the website (http://etender.up.nic.in) and other

specification details can be seen on Nigam website HYPERLINK
"http://www.uprvunl.org" www.uprvunl.org. The contactors have to

submit the hard copy before the schedule date/time in the concern
office in sealed envelope containing details of the tender
mentioned on the envelope. Tenders are advised to send their hard
copy directly to the concerned tendering authority of the
Circles/Division. Who reserve the right to unaccept/cancel any or
all the tenders without assigning any reason there of.

Superintending Engineer (H.Q.)
THiE 29 / Efoifio(F0) / fRHTIE S H—1(26) / 24

fasTi@: 29,706 /2024

“Save Electricity for Nation”




16

CALENDAR

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, TUESDAY, JULY 2,2024

CROSSWORD 5405

1 2 3 5 1 T

8

10

13

18

21

24

ACROSS DOWN

1 Round gold coin (5) 1 Timed to get around being left
4He'drobadistressed girl(7) ~ out(7)

8 She canprovideaformofaid 2 Wornatfuneralsand clubs for
3) example (54)

9 Quoted about once, becomes 3 Temporarily secures alevy we
big-headed (9) hear (5)

10 Receives and deceives (5,2)
11 High fliers subject to ground
control (5)

13 Do get accustomed to being
putout(6)

15 A factor in becoming more
impoverished (6)

18 The girl I love and court(5)
19 Comes up against a bill and
what goes onit(7)

211should be in now he’s in the
chair(9)

23 Well-produced though
initially crude (3)

24 Discounts are best taken
advantage of (7)

25 Without a hitch his journey
takes longer (5)

4 Understand about the inn
being exceptional for eating (6)
5 Wave of destruction? (7)

6 Brutus mislays the bus routine
(3)

7 Heads for the underworld (5)
12 Review what dishonest
warehousemen do (4,5)

14 He and I are inseparable

(7)

16 Thief who is boss around the
street(7)

17 Bets a week’s pay about being
right (6)

18 His performance may set
people reeling (5)

20 Take hold of and rub (5)

22 Marine backwater (3)

Solutions Crossword 5404 Across: 1Squareroot, 8 Omits, 9 Pibroch, 10 Trooper, 11
Tutor, 12 Feebly, 14 Slacks, 17 Lyric, 19 Chicago, 21 Cabinet, 22 Showy, 23 Decree nisi
Down: 2 Quixote, 3 Aesop, 4 Expire, 5 Orbital, 6 Trout, 7 Short story, 8 Out of place, 13

Laconic, 15Crayons, 16 Scathe, 18 Rabid, 20 Ibsen

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move
them to the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and
jumble them to get the answer for the given quip.

Little said is soon amended. There is always time to__a word, neverto___one.-
Baltasar Gracian (3,.,8)
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

HAMMY HAS

ROUTINE....
THE SCORES
ARE IN...

. AND IT'S STRAIGHT INFINITY ACROSS THE BOARD/ ASK A
HAMMY WINS GOLD, SILVER AND BRON. £
A MARK THAT WON'T BE BEATEN FOR ALL ETERNITY!

HOW DO
You
FEELZ

IZE TO SET

GET A HAMMY
ANSWER.

STUPID
QUESTICN.

MOSTLY WITH MY
FINGERS, SOMETIMES
WITH MY TOES...

M Fryfs T Lais, Dt

—

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson
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| ORDERED FOOD FROM
THE “"6UT-GO" FOOD-
DELIVERY AFFP

THE BEST PART FOR
ME IS | DON'T
| HAVE TO COOK!

THAT'S THE BEST
PART FOR THE

12034 by Marlh Amarics Syndicale, ine. Werld rights resarved

REST OF Us, TOO!

s

/_/

|

www.marvincomics.com

Difficulty Level 2s

Instructions 1 7 8 4
Tosolvea Sudoku puzzle, 5 6
everydigitfrom1to9
must appear in each of the 7 5

—_—

nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal 5 6 2
rows and ineach of the 3

nine boxes.

w
—
(&)}

Difficulty Level 8 4 9
1s =Veryeasy; 2s = Easy; 2 7
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard;

5s=VeryHard; 4 3157

SUDOKU 5609
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SOLUTION SUDOKU 5608

6s=Genius

DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

It should be a Spend alittle time
morning for hard by yourself, mulling
work, but by over the pastand
the afternoon, plotting the future.

partnership affairs will be of Understand that day-dreams
are a very useful way of
financial time-bomb ticking processing unconscious feelings
away, and this is where help and moving towards a position
where your visions of the future
balancing the books. become reality.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21) SCORPIO (Oct24-Nov23)

As the hours pass,
quality right now is the chances of afresh
your poetic charm. If mystery become

stronger. It may bea

any way to go for revenge, matter of alost possession or a

please realise that there is a missed appointment, but the
positive side for youinall this is

under the bridge before you that youmay be able to duck out

truly understand what other of acommitment. You never
know, others might be as

time for a little while longer. relieved as you are.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21) SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)

You may spend
atatime today, alittletime
accepting the old considering your

own professional

built on firm foundations last and worldly ambitions, but as
longer than those built on the day goes on, you will have
to consider partners' interests
rumours and half-truths. as well. Give yourself over to
Mercury's mixed relationships  social pleasures later onand
remember - there's nothing
getting the facts straight. wrong withalittle escapism.
CANCER (June 22 - July 23) CAPRICORN (Dec23 - Jan 20)

Whenit comes to
moment for all love, youwill be
who are making struggling to free

yourself from

putting forward proposals pressures imposed by family,
and attending interviews. society and other external
forces. Find a way to reconcile
more balanced than others', your own desires with what is
but you'll retain your expected of you. It may be that
you can please other people and

more importance. There'sa
will soon be needed. Start by
Your greatest
@ you are tempted in
great deal of water to flow
people have done. Bide your
Take things one step
@ truth that houses
sand. Don't be distracted by
suggest that it's all a matter of
This is an excellent
@ suggestions,
Your point of view should be
enthusiasm and ability to

inspire reluctant partners. get your way.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
Tie up all financial Take the opportunity
loose ends today, tocheckuponall

@ evenifit's only
aquestion of
deciding whether one minor
purchase is a better buy than
another. If you clear up such
trivial cares now, you'll
have time for rather more
important mattersina few
days' time.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)

e finances, especially

jointcommitments
and connections. This looks like
anideal time to accept new
domestic duties, but also to
settle any outstanding debts.
Oh, and the time is coming
whenyou'll be able to tell
someone else how you feel
about them.

Travel and PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

adventurous plans You may listen to

should be given a what partners or

high priority if you colleagues want, but
are willing to benefit from this remember that

week's passing opportunities.
The fact is that youneed a
shot of excitement if you

are to make the most of your
current potential, and you will
begin to resent any unfair
constraints on your freedom.

ultimately it's your money
which counts. You should call
the shots accordingly, and make
sure that you're not left paying
for other people. Put yourself
first, for a change, and let others
wait their turn.

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

The general public is hereby informed that an
unidentified person about 55 years of age
whose name: unknown, residence, and family
is unknown has found dead at Crown Plaza
Mayur Vihar Ph -1, Delhi on 19/06/2024. In this |
regard, an information has been registered B 4
vide DD No: 35A, dated: 19/06/2024 at PS
Mayur Vihar, Delhi. Sincere efforts have
been made by the local police to identify the
deceased person, but no clue has come to light so far. The
description of the UIDB is as under: Sex: Male, Age: 55 Years,
Height: 56", Complexion: Shallow, Built : Normal, Wearing:
Blue And White T-shirt, White Pant. If anyone has any
information about his relatives, kindly inform the SHO/ PS
Mayur Vihar, Delhi.

E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in

Ph.: 011-24368638, 24368641
Fax : 011-24368639
DP/8396/ED/2024

SHO
PS, Mayur Vihar, Delhi.
Ph.: 011-22711048, 22710335

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERS
See Section 82 CrPC

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person SALMAN, S/o: Sh. Fazlu Rehman, R/o: D-35/E-46,
Jhuggi No. 627, Dilshad Colony, Seemapuri, Delhi has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in
Case FIR No. 035439/17 B.Pur, U/s 379/411/34 IPC, P.S.
Begumpur, Distt. Rohini, Delhi and it has been returned to
a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused
SALMAN cannot be found, and whereas it has been shown
to my satisfaction that the said accused SALMAN has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of
the said warrant);

Proclamation is hereby made that the said SALMAN
accused of Case FIR No. 035439/17 B.Pur, U/s 379/411/34
IPC, P.S. Begumpur, Distt. Rohini, Delhi is required to
appear before this Court to answer the said complaint on or
before 31.08.2024. By Order

Ms. Vasundhra Chhaunkar
AddlI. Chief Metropolitan Magistrate,
Room No. 101, Rohini Courts, Delhi

DP/8419/RD/2024
(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING TH
|

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(Section 82 Cr. P.C.)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the
accused person Naresh @ Kalia S/o Late Raj kumar R/o HNO
9660 Gali no. 11 Motia Khan Paharganj, Delhi has committed
(or is suspected to have committed) the offence in FIR No.
001402/2021, U/s 379/411/34 IPC PS Sadar Bazar, Delhiand it
has been returned to warrant of arrest there upon issued that
the said accused person Naresh @ Kalia cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Naresh @ Kalia, has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of said warrant). Proclamation is
hereby made that the Naresh @ Kalia FIR No.001402/2021,
U/s 379/411/34 IPC PS Sadar Bazar, Delhi is required to
appear before this court to answer the said complaint on or
before 07.08.2024.

By order
Shri Gaurav Goyal
Metropolitan Magistrate,Room No.247

DP/8252/N/2024 Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQU

See Section 82 Cr. P. C.

Whereas a complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Kamla Devi W/o Nanak Ram R/o Jhuggi
No0.370, Indra Camp, Madhu Vihar, Delhi. have committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence under FIR. No. 31/20
U/s 33 Exice Act., has been registered at P.S. Madhu Vihar
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest there upon
issued that the said, Kamla Devi cannot be found and whereas
it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said, Kamla Devi
has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of
the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused, Kamla
Devi of under FIR. No. 31/20 U/s 33 Exice Act., registered at
PS. Madhu Vihar, Delhi is required to appear before this court
to answer the said complaint on or before 07.10.2024.

By Order

Sh.Udbhav Kumar Jain, MM-04, Room No.13,

DP/8036/ED/2024 Shahdara Karkardooma Court, Delhi

RING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(See Section 82 Cr.PC)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Sanjay Kumar Sharma, S/o Sh. Chander Bhan Sharma R/o
New Sanjay Battery Ship, BC-161-162, PH-Il, Mangolpuri
Industrial Area, Delhi-110034 Also at H.No.109-110, 1st
Floor, Pocket-18, Sec-24, Rohini, Delhi has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in Case Reg.
No.17887/16 u/s 138 NI Act, P.S. Vijay Vihar, Delhi and it has
been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the
said accused Sanjay Kumar Sharma cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Sanjay Kumar Sharma has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Sanjay
Kumar Sharma of Case Reg. No.17887/16 u/s 138 Nl Act, P.S.
Vijay Vihar, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to
answer the said complaint on or before 05.08.2024.

By Order,

Ms. Divya Arora

Metropolitan Magistrate North - West, Room No.112,
DP/8426/RD/2024 1st Floor, Rohini Courts, Delhi

HIMACHAL PRADESH
STATE ELECTRONICS
DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION
LIMITED

Ist& Ground Floor, L1,
Bhawan, Mchli. Shimla -171 013
Tel. Mo, 0177-2623259

2623513, 2020320, 2623513
2623043, FAX:A177-2626320
Website zwww hpsede.in

Tender Mo.: HPSEDC/Electronic ToolBarrier2K24-
E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tenders are invited from eligible bidders for Request for Proposal
for Selection of System Integrator across Toll Barriers in Himachal
Pradesh, Pre-Bid meeting will be held on 06/07/2024 {11:30AM)
through Video Conlerencing.

Last date for onling ¢-bid submission is 20/07/2024 (upto 03:00 PM)
and shall be opened on 227072024 at 4:00PM. Detailed Tender
Document econtaining Technical Specifications and Terms &
Conditions are available on HPSEDC website www.hpsede.in and
https://hptenders.sov.in.

Date:  29-06-2024

No124_2024-2025

General Manager (Technical)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(See Section 82 Cr.PC)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Surender Singh, S/o Shoba Ram R/o Village Biharipur,
Delhi-94 has committed (or is suspected to have committed)
the offence in case FIR No.259/2007 u/s 323/341/427/
429/436/147/148/186/34 IPC & 314 DPP Act, P.S. Khajuri
Khas, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said accused Surender Singh
cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused Surender Singh has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the
said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Surender
Singh of FIR No.259/2007 ul/s 323/341/427/ 429/436/147/
148/186/34 IPC & 314 DPP Act, P.S. Khajuri Khas, Delhi is
required to appear before this Court to answer the said

complainton or before 02.08.2024. By Order,
Sh. Sukhjeet Singh
Metropolitan Magistrate-03, Room No.22,

DP/8431/NE/2024

North West Distt. Karkardooma, Court, Delhi

General Public is hereby informed that
an unidentified dead body of a male
Namely Unknown S/o Unknown, R/o
Unknown Age: 55 years, Height: 5'7",
Complexion: Fair, Face: Oval, Built: |
Strong, Hair & Moustache: White,
Beard: Long, Injury Marks: There are
some injury on some parts of Body,
Wearing: Upper dress White coloured
Dhoti and Dark Yellow coloured Dhoti in
Lower Body, was found injured on
15.06.2024 from Shivaji Bridge Pole No.
1535/32, Near Masjid, New Delhi
Railway Station & admitted in LHMC Hospital by Ambulance
vide MLC No. 1401/24. After that he was refer to Safdarjung
Hospital, during the treatment Doctors declared him brought
dead. The dead body has been preserved for 72 hours at the
Mortuary of Safdarjung Hospital. In this regard a DD No.11A,
47A dated 15.06.2024 u/s 174 Cr.PC has been lodged at P.S.
New Delhi Railway Station, Delhi.

If any one having any clue about deceased male may kindly

inform the undersigned and contact on following numbers. SHO

P.S. New Delhi Railway Station, Delhi
Ph.: 011-23744073
Mob.: 8750871305

DP/7659/Rly/2024

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSONS

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
persons (1) Karan Taneja @ Vinay @ Vinny S/o Joginder Taneja
R/o H. No. 100/48, Basant Nagar, Bagh Kade Khan, Kishan Garh,
Delhi. Gang leader. (2) Tarun Mahajan @ Tarun S/o Shri Joginder
R/o A-19, Hari Nagar, Delhi. (3) Sunny Chawla @ Sunny S/o
Satpal R/o S-134/86, Harijan Camp, Lodhi Colony, New Delhi. And
(4) Gurjeet Kaur W/o Sh. Inderjeet Singh (5) Preety Mittal W/o
Praveen Mittal both R/o H. No. 547, Wazirabad Village, Sector-52,
Gurgaon, Haryana have committed the offence as transpired in
investigation of case FIR No. 130/20 u/s 409/419/420/467/
468/471/120-B IPC dated 24.09.2020 P.S. Parliament Street (DIU),
New Delhi and it have been returned to a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued against above accused persons namely that
these said (1) Karan Taneja @ Vinay @ Vinny, (2) Tarun Mahajan
@ Tarun (3) Sunny Chawla @ Sunny And (4) Gurjeet Kaur (5)
Preety Mittal cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said (1) Karan Taneja @ Vinay @ Vinny, (2)
Tarun Mahajan @ Tarun (3) Sunny Chawla @ Sunny And (4)
Gurjeet Kaur (5) Preety Mittal have as absconded (or are
concealing themselves to avoid the service of the said warrant/s of
above case). Proceess u/s 82 Cr.P.C. has been initiated in this case.
Proclamation is hereby made that the said (1) Karan Taneja @
Vinay @ Vinny, (2) Tarun Mahajan @ Tarun (3) Sunny Chawla @
Sunny And (4) Gurjeet Kaur (5) Preety Mittal accused of FIR No.
130/20 u/s 409/419/420/467/468/471/120-B IPC dated 24.09.2020
P.S. Parliament Street (DIU), New Delhi are required to appear before
this Court to answer the allegations as surfaced in investigation on or

before 08.08.2024. By Order: Ms. Anamika,
Metropolitan Magistrate-06 (New Delhi),

‘ Room No. 23, Main Building,
DP/8330/NDD/2024 Patiala House Court, New Delhi

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General public is hereby informed that a
girl namely Komal D/o Guddu R/o RZ-17
Sayed Village Nangloi, Delhi has been
- missing/ kidnapped from her school
since 02.07.2022 at 07:00 am. In this
regard, a FIR No. 601/2022, dtd
02.07.2022 has been registered at P.S.:
Paschim Vihar West, Delhi. The
description of the missing girl as under.

Age: 17 years, Height: 4'8" Complexion: Fair, Wearing:
Check red colour suit and light grey salwar and black
colour shoes in feet. Sincere efforts have been made by
the local police to trace out her but no clue has come to
light so far. Any person is having information or clue
about this missing girl may kindly inform to the following.
Ph. No. 011-24368638, 24368641

Website: http://cbi.nic.in
E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in
Fax No. 011-24368639
DP/7144/0D/2024

Komal

S.H.O
PS: Pashim Vihar West, Delhi
Ph No. 011-25268394

MATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

Where as complaint has been made before me that accused Anil
Kumar S/o Sh. Dharam Pal, H. No. 315, near Him Vidya Niketan
School, Tilpat, Amar Nagar, Faridabad 121003 has committed (or
suspected to have committed) the offence in case registered vide Ct
Case No. 3443/2017 U/s 138 NI Act PS. Kalkaji, Delhi and it have
been returned to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said
accused Anil Kumar can not be found and whereas it has been shown
to my satisfaction that the said Anil Kumar has absconded (or is

concealing themselves to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Anil Kumar of
case Ct Case No. 3443/2017 U/s 138 NI Act PS. Kalkaji, Delhi is
required to appear before this court (or before me) to answer the
complaint on or before the day of 21.08.2024 By Order,
Sh. Abhitesh Kumar
Metropolitan Magistrate-01(NI Act)
Room No. 610, South East Distt.
Saket Court Complex, New Delhi

DP/8375/SE/2024 (Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
THE APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED
(See Section 82 Cr. PC)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Sandeep Kumar S/O Ram Chander, R/O-
H.No. 36/1, Vill - Ismaila-11 Biswa Teh.-Rohtak, Distt:
Rohtak - 124001 has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in case CC No. 5817/2019 U/s 138 NI
Act at PS: KNK Marg, Delhi and it has been returned to a
warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused
Sandeep Kumar can not be found and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Sandeep
Kumar has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that
the said accused Sandeep Kumar of CC No. 5817/2019 U/s
138 NI Act of PS: KNK Marg, Delhi is required to appear
before this court to answer the said complaint on or before

23.09.2024. By order
Himanshu Sehloth

Metropolitan Magistrate-03

North District, Room No.213

DP/8313/RD/2024 Rohini Court, Delhi
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SPORT

S1x INDIANS IN ICC TEAM

The ICC XI for the T20 World Cup features Rohit
Sharma, Suryakumar Yadav, Hardik Pandya, Axar
Patel and two pacers in Jasprit Bumrah & Arshdeep
Singh. There was no place for star batter Virat Kohli,
who played a match-winning knock in the final. ~ PTI

Did you manage to get some sleep?

I couldn’t actually, 'm still taking time to
make sense of what happened yesterday,
and how it happened. Obviously, it's a dream
to win the World Cup, but to be part of a
game in which our win predictor was around
4-5%and to win from there, it was one of the
greatest finals.

But if you look outside the window,
neeche sab sannata hai(it's all quiet down be-
low), everyone has gone home after the
game. There is no one here, probably, once
we reach India, kya mahoul hoga (what will
be the atmosphere), we will feel there only.
[ can see from here that the whole of India is
celebrating, everyone is on the streets. When
Isaw the phone, it had 1014 WhatsApp mes-
sages. | have never got so many messages till
date, even when we won any tournament.
I'm even getting messages from random peo-
ple.Iwas really touched by the video sent by
Prime Minister Modi sir.

Who danced the most during the post-
match party?

No one's feet stopped. Everyone danced,
those who were fresh had to dance more but
those who were tired were allowed to take
some rest. We knew such moments don't
come often. At the same time, we knew that
we won't be seeing a few top players any-
more playing for India in this format. We
won'’t be sharing the dressing room any-
more.

The pre-final atmosphere in the team
was different than the ODI world cup
final in India?

The way we were playing in India, a day
before the final, we thought we just had to
go to the ground and pick the trophy. It was
a learning experience for us and we recti-
fied the errors we committed. In 2023, we
were thinking a lot which we didn’t do this
time. Aur dekho kaam ho gaya (we got the
job done).

Before the start of this tournament, we
decided that we won't talk about what lies
ahead in the tournament. Nobody thought
about Super 8 and the same was true for the
finals in Barbados. Our mind has to be where
our feet are — that was our motto.

Canyou talk about those seven seconds
of the famous catch which won the
game?

Our fielding coach (T) Dilip sir has said
that Surya, Virat (Kohli), Axar Patel and
Ravindra Jadeja should always field at the
hotspot areas, where there is the greatest
chance of the ball going.

The catchItook, I have practised it at dif-
ferent grounds, depending on the wind. I was
standing a bit wide yesterday because Hardik
(Pandya) and Rohit (Sharma) bhai had puta
field for the wide yorker, and (David) Miller
had hit straight. My mind was clear that kaise
bhi karke pakad he lena hai (come what may;,
have to catch it). Rohit bhai usually never
stands at long-on but at
that moment he was
there. So when the ball
was coming, for a second

INTERVIEW: SURYAKUMAR YADAV

‘We were emotional, six
months ago, trophy came
near us and went away’

A once-in-a-lifetime catch, 1014 WhatsApp messages, and a long night. SKY's famous grab to
dismiss David Miller in the last over ensured India ended the long ICC trophy drought.
DEVENDRA PANDEY spoke to him the day after the final when he reflected on the achievement

with his.

I realised then that if |
have to bat with Virat
Kohli, | have to match
his fitness because he
takes two quick runs
by pushing a ball in the
gaps and then he
slams a four. | had told
the strength and
conditioning coach
Soham Desai to keep
my training time along

I looked at him and he
looked at me. I ran and
my aim was to catch the
ball, had he (Rohit) been
closer, I would have
thrown the ball towards
him. But he was
nowhere close. In those
4-5 seconds, whatever
happened, [ can't explain.
The amount of reaction
have been getting for
that, people have been

Before the final, Rohit
told us to keep it simple
but said, ‘l can’t climb
this mountain alone. If |
have to reach the peak,
I will need everyone’s
oxygen’. He also said,
'Joh bhi hai, paon mein,
dimag mein, dil mein
(Whatever you havein
your legs, mind and

calling, messaging, there
are more than 1,000 un-
read WhatsApp mes-
sages on my phone. The
catch is all over social
media. I'm grateful that I was there in those
five seconds of play.

When I pushed the ball and took the
catch, [ knew I hadn't touched the rope. The
only thing I was cautious about was that
when [ pushed the ball back inside, my feet
don't touch the rope. I knew it was a fair
catch. In hindsight, anything could have hap-
pened. If the ball had gone for six, the equa-
tion would have been 5 balls, 10 runs. We
might have still won, but the margin would
have been closer.

How much hard work goes into fielding
sessions?

A day before the game, we do a quality
fielding session where for 10-12 minutes, we
have more than 10 high catches, flat catches,
direct hits, slip catching. It's not a one-day
exercise, [ practise these kinds of catches dur-
ing IPL, during bilateral series. Yesterday's
catch was the reward of the hard work done
over the years.

The introduction of the fielding medal
has ensured that everyone wants to do
something extra on the ground, be it saving
one or two runs which make a difference. It
isagood initiative. And the people giving the
medals give us more motivation.

And your diet too came handy to
maintain your balance on the ropes?!
Yes! I remember last August, [ was at
around 93 kg, maybe because I was having
too much local food. I got injured and then
had a hernia operation. I went totNCA
(National Cricket Academy) Bengaluru from
January 1 to April 1. Even during off days, I
used to not go home because I knew Monday
morning would be my session. I couldn't
waste time. ] ate proper food prepared by my
chef.Tused tosleep sharpat 10 pm and get up
early in the morning. Even now, I have de-
cided on my meals for the next week with
the help of the chef and nutritionist; they de-

heart), just bring
everything to the game.

cide how much protein and fat I will have
daily, how much water I need to take with
my food. We have a group for it which also
has my wife. They decide and I just follow. It
helped me here.

Canyou talk about your batting?

Even if my World Cup hadn't gone well, I
still would have taken this (ICC medal). I re-
member at the start of the World Cup, Rohit
bhai had said, “mein tujhe nahi bataoonga, is
tournament mein tujhe kaise khelna hai (1will
not tell you how to play in this tournament).”
[ will decide where the team needs my type
of innings or when I just need to be there. He
will not tell me anything. After the USA game,
he said 'T just wanted you to be there at the
crease’. I knew [ would win the game if | was
batting till the end. It was an unusual rare
knock for me; a 49-ball 50. Sometimes one
has to play such knocks for the team.

Canyou tell us what Rohit talks during

the team huddle?
n

Suryakumar and wife Devisha Shetty with the trophy. Pics: BCCl and surya_14kumar

Before the final, he told us to keep it sim-
ple but said, ‘I can’t climb this mountain
alone. If T have to reach the peak, I will need
everyone’s oxygen'. He also said, ‘Joh bhi hai,
paon mein, dimag mein, dil mein (Whatever
you have in your legs, mind and heart), just
bring everything to the game. If that hap-
pens, we will not regret the night'. We all
were moved.

I have played so much cricket, be itin IPL
or international cricket in the past four-five
years. He connects with the players. Off the
field, be it in a hotel room, or on the beach,
he connects with everyone. So when a
crunch situation comes, players know that
he (Rohit) will back us. One feels I have to de-
liver for this man for the confidence and re-
spect he gives to everyone.”

What has been Rahul Dravid's
contribution behind the scenes?

Wall kabhi chhupta nahi hai (wall doesn’t
hide) (laughs) and Indranagar ke wall ko koi
kabhi chhupa nahi sakta hai. He has created

a wall which protects us from the expecta-
tions of people, pressure, and to provide
comfort to the players.

Virat bhai also said the same thing the
other day about “the way you have played
and seen cricket in your time and to come
out and give the freedom to players in this
format...’ If a batsman felt that this is right,
he will say "ok, if you feel it's right, you make
thatdecision'. He never imposed his experi-
ence on anyone. He understood others and
thought about what others were thinking.
These are small things that we forget after
winning a tournament. His contribution was
massive. His sense of humour is awesome.

Before the tournament, he showed a
graph of the number of T20 games the en-
tire Indian team had played — from Virat bhai
to Yashasvi Jaiswal (the most junior mem-
ber). That number was 800-plus,” says Surya.
And then he showed a second slide that had
the number of games that the entire coach-
ing staff, including Rahul bhai, had played —
that number was 1. He said to us, ‘You are the
best judge here to make the right call at the
right time. So leave every other thing to us,
go out there and enjoy your game’.

It spreads positivity. This time, he kept
many optional practice sessions but it was
the first time everyone wanted to come for
an optional practice session. Everyone
wanted to spend time with each other. Once
he put a message on the group that he was
going to the beach and all 15 players were
there. There was a different vibe this time.

How does he use data? Hardik Pandya's
game-turning slower one well-outside-
off to Heinrich Klaasen; was it
discussed?

It must have been during the bowlers'
meeting on the areas one
can bowl. In which area
a particular person has
discomfort, all these
things do get planned.
Dataisimportantandit's
part of the preparation
before a game - against
particular batsmen or
bowler. Itisimportant to
see match-ups. Inwhich
situation we can push
and in which situation
we have to be cautious.

Have you ever seen
Dravid so happy?

That 30-second clip,
when he took the trophy
in his hand and
screamed...that moment
when he expressed his
happiness. I think I will save that clip for life.

In the end, he came and thanked Rohit
and said, “Thank you, Rohit, for that phone
callin November”, because he didn’t want to
continue after (India's loss in) the 50-over
World Cup but Rohit and Jay sir (BCCI secre-
tary Jay Shah) convinced him to stay.

What has Virat Kohli been for you?

He is a powerhouse of energy on the
ground, irrespective of his performance. If
you see, till the final, things didn’t go as he
wanted to but the way he carried himself on
the field... He was taking part in team get-to-
gethers, practice sessions, everything. He was
aleader in his own way.

In 2022, when I made my debut, I did
most of the batting with him during the bi-
lateral series and then the World Cup. I re-
alised then that if [ have to bat with Virat
Kohli,  have to match his fitness because he
takes two quick runs by pushing a ball in the
gaps and then he slams a four. I had told the
strength and conditioning coach Soham
Desai to keep my training time along with
his. Because sometimes there are days when
Idon’t feel like training or my body is tiring or
mentally I'm not ready. So by watching him
those 40 minutes will pass by in the gym.

Which game would you pick as the key
in how this team played this
tournament?

[ think it all started from the Pakistan
game where we were defending a low total.
There was never a time when we gave up on
the game. We pushed ourselves. In franchise
cricket, we see close games that turn inamo-
ment. The calmness on the ground during
the final, starting from the captain, everyone
was relaxed because we knew that some-
thing magical will happen and we will be
back in the game. And (Jasprit) Bumrah-
Arshdeep (Singh), the way they bowled was
remarkable.

Who was the most emotional after the
game?

Everyone was emotional, everyone ran
towards the captain. Because six months ago,
the trophy came in front of us and went away.
Now, the way he fell down, ate some grass
off the ground and tasted some mud on the
pitch. These moments will stay with me for
along time.

One moment of yours that you will carry
for alongtime?

The catch photo which many people are
sending me, some have a ball picture, some
have morphed the ball with the trophy. [
will carry this with me for two years and
will replicate it in the next World Cup! It
was my fourth ICC event, and my first win.
[ will remember this for a long time. First is
always special.

Kuldeep (Yadav) mentioned how it will
take time to sink in (looking at his medal)
because players wait for a whole career to
win an ICC trophy. Many don’t get it. Those
who do, cherish it for life. It will stay with
me for along time. Hopefully after two years,
[ can copy-paste this again.
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Singapore winsbid to
host Chess World
C’shipmatch

New Delhi: India's efforts to secure a
home World Championship match for
D Gukesh came to nought with
Singapore pipping Delhi and Chennai
to claim hosting rights for the premier
chess contest which will pit the
youngest Challenger in the history
against defending champion Ding Liren
from China. The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment and All India Chess Federation
(AICF) had submitted separate bids to
FIDE, the world chess body. "After re-
viewing the bids and inspecting all po-
tential host cities for their venues,
amenities, event programs,and oppor-
tunities, the International Chess
Federation has selected Singapore as
the host," FIDE said in arelease. PTI

Afridi praises Rohit’s
leadershipin WCwin

Karachi: Former Pakistan allrounder
Shahid Afridi has praised the body lan-
guage of Rohit Sharma during the
team's title-winning run in the T20
World Cup while questioning Babar
Azam's leadership during the recently-
concluded cricket carnival in the
Americas. "Now, look at his (Rohit's)
game and his style of playing; the
lower-order batsmen who comeinare
all confident because the captain likes
toplay aggressive and attacking cricket.
So, I always believe that the role of the
captainis very important,” he said. PTI

NeerajChopraopts
outof Paris DL

New Delhi: Olympic and world
champion javelin throw star Neeraj
Chopra has opted out of this
Sunday's Paris Diamond League, cit-
ing the adductor niggle that has
been troubling him for the past cou-
ple of months, according to areport.
Speaking to 'ESPN', Chopra said he
is focussing on training. "I need to
strengthen my blocking leg when I
throw because that's when my groin
gets pulled. We're working on that
to see how we can reduce the im-
pact on the groin and control the
pressure on it," he said. PTI

Alcaraz keeps
jitters in check to
begin Wimbledon
defence with win

REUTERS
LONDON, JULY1

FOR THE last 50 weeks, Carlos Alcaraz knew
the exact date and time he would walk back
on Centre Court to open the defence of his
Wimbledon title and the Spaniard kept his
goosebumps in check on
Monday to book his place
in the second round.

Whileinjury woes have
plagued many of those
who have also hoisted the
Challenge Cup in recent
years -- with question
marks over the participation of Novak Djokovic
and Andy Murray -- Alcaraz showed his was
fighting fit despite aless than ideal build-up to
the grasscourt major.

The third seed, who admitted he even gets
nervous practising on the spiritual home of
grasscourt tennis, beat Estonian qualifier Mark
Lajal 7-6(3) 7-5 6-2 onanovercast day in south-
west London.

"Stepping on this court, it's the most beau-
tiful courtI've played on.Istill get nerves when
I'mplaying here," Alcaraz, whose Queen's Club
title defence ended with an early exit last
month, said courtside.

"I played for 45 minutes here on Thursday
and it's the first time I get nervous practising.
I'mglad andI'ma privileged guy to play on this
court. Noteveryone present at the AllEngland
Clubonthe opening day of the championships
was sharing the recently crowned French Open
champion's joie de vivre.

Belarusian pair Aryna Sabalenka and
Victoria Azarenka, who between them own
four Australian Open titles, were first-day in-
jury casualties. Third seed Sabalenka, who had
been drawn to face American Emina Bektas,
and 16th seed Azarenka both pulled out shortly
before their opening matches with shoulder
injuries. Azarenka had been due to take on
2017 USS. Open champion Sloane Stephens.

Fans flocking to the All England Club on
Tuesday will be hoping that seven-times
champion Djokovic and Murray, who ended
Britain's 77-year wait for amen's Wimbledon
champion when he won the first of his two ti-
tles in 2013, will both be fit enough to make
their Centre Court dates.

While Djokovic had knee surgery last
month, Murray is recovering froma procedure
on his back just days ago and with this year's
tournament expected to be his Wimbledon
swansong, he is desperately hoping he can
write the ending of his own script with one fi-
nalrousing run on court rather than offit. Fifth
seed Daniil Medvedev, beaten in the semi-fi-
nals last year by Alcaraz, produced an assured
6-3 6-4 6-2 win over American Aleksandar
Kovacevic.

France find a way

Kolo Muani’s deflected strike ends up in Belgium net as Mbappe & Coreach last 8

SCORELINE

France Belgium

1 0

Vertonghen 85’ (OG)i

AGENCIES
JULYT

SUBSTITUTE RANDAL Kolo Muani scored
with a deflected shot five minutes from time
to give France a nervy but deserved 1-0 Euro
2024 last 16 win over a disappointing
Belgium on Monday.

France made most of the running in a
cagey game but were reckless with their fin-
ishing, until a nice combination of passes,
finished off by N'Golo Kante, finally created
space for Kolo Muani to bundle his shot in off
the leg of Jan Vertonghen.

France will now meet the winner of
Monday's match between Portugal and
Slovenia in the quarter-finals in Hamburg on
Friday.

It was afittingly scruffy decider foran un-
derwhelming game, but France at least
looked like they were trying to win it.

It was a meeting between officially the
second (France) and third (Belgium) best
teams in the world, but after both limped into
the knockout stage via unimpressive final
group-stage draws, managing only two goals
apiece from their three games, they looked
extremely cautious in attack.

Belgium clearly had a plan to take any
speed out of the game, playing at less than
walking pace at times, with Kevin de Bruyne
often operating just in front of his back four.

The best chance of the first half came for
France after 34 minutes when Jules Kounde
whipped inacurling cross that recalled striker
Marcus Thuram headed wide - and spent the
next two minutes berating himself for.

Aurelien Tchouameni forced Koen
Casteels into his first save of the day soon af-
ter the break, while ever-lively Kylian
Mbappe miskicked a decent chance as
France began to put some passes together.

A rare Belgian thrust was cut short by a
brilliant Theo Hernandez tackle just as
Yannick Carrasco was about to pull the trig-
ger,and Romelu Lukaku and De Bruyne then

France’s Randal Kolo Muani hit his shot goalwards but the ball took a deflection
off Jan Vertonghen before going into the Belgium goal on Monday. Reuters

brought good saves from Mike Maignan.

France's poor finishing continued with
William Saliba and Mbappe both blazing
over before Kolo Muani struck late on towin
it.

France coach Didier Deschampssad, "It's
beautiful, we played a big game, it was tight
but enjoyed possession and we had more op-
portunities.”

"We had several chances but missed the
target. We did a lot of good things. We have
tosavourit, it's quite an achievement. We're
in the quarter finals, they're going home."

Randal Kolo Muani, who snuck the goal
across Belgium lines for the hard-earned win
also spoke about the number of French at-
tempts and said, "We're enjoying this, we
pushed hard, we had alot of attempts but we
were missing the target. I got lucky (on the
goal), the coach had told me to bring my en-
ergy ... to bring danger with my speed. I tried
to bring some freshness to the game."

Germany wary of Yamal

Spain winger Lamine Yamal may just be
16 yearsold, playing at his first major tourna-

Not quite a walk at Chepauk
but India get the job done

VENKATAKRISHNAB
CHENNAI, JULY 1

SOUTH AFRICA’S remarkable fightback con-
tinued well into the last session of the final day
before India won the one-off Test by a 10-
wicket margin on Monday. Like Day 3, where
the visitors' dodged effort tested India’s pa-
tience, it was yet another hard-fought day.
Harmanpreet Kaur & Co had to send down
154.4 overs in the second innings to dismiss
South Aftica for 373. Chasing 37 for their win,
India made itin 9.4 overs.

After Sune Luus, South Africa’s captain
Laura Wolvaardt reached her century early in
the first session and looked strong to carry on.
When Day 4 began in gloomy conditions,
South Africa were in with a chance of at least
drawing the game which looked improbable at
the end of the first day when India scored more
than 500 runs. Even when South Africa were
bowled out for 266, it only looked a matter of
time. But they showed they had the fight in
him as they battled it out for four full sessions
and stretched India to the limits. Of course,
India had another commanding win to show
inTests, but that they were made towork hard
foritin conditions that were not easy on them.

It was a day where India needed to be pa-
tient and keep showing the discipline to earn
each wicket as this wasn’t a pitch where one
wicket led to another. “See, obviously, the pitch
was favouring the batters more than the
bowlers. Yes, it was adifficult condition," player
of the match Sneh Rana said. But nowadays,
we are getting pitches like this everywhere. So
it's all about what consistency you have to
work on. When you have to use variation on
your ball. And at what time you have touse the
stock ball more. I think these are all the learn-
ing from this game,” the off-spinner, who had
amatch haul 10 wickets, added.

The sheer determination to make a match
out of it, though, wasn't lost on Wolvaardt.

“I'thinkfirstly to lose is a bit disappointing.
ButI think just the character that the group has
shown over the last two days was absolutely
amazing to see. [ think to concede 500-and-
something runs onday one, [don't think many
people thought it would get all the way to the
lastsessiononday four. I think just the absolute
grit and determination that every single bat-
ter had going out there to see it through until
the end wasamazing, and I thinkit'lldoalot of
good things for this group,” Wolvaardt said.

With the pitch not breaking up as expected,
Wolvaardt who got used to the bounce, was
happy playing the spinners off the backfoot.
When Marizanne Kapp and Delmi Tucker fell
in the space of an over to Deepti Sharma and
Sneh Rana, all things pointed out to another
collapse. And when Wolvaardt too departed
for 122 (314b, 393m) before lunch, India were
smelling victory and came with the intent to
close out the game in the afternoon session.

But Nadine de Klerk had other ideas. Right

beat South Africa on Monday. P11

through the second session, she would use her
loose hand grip to defend the Indian spinners,
whotoiled hard. Instead of looking for runs, SA
borrowed a lesson or two from what Hashim
Amla, Faf du Plessis and AB de Villiers did in
Delhi during their tour here in 2015. De Klerk
cut out the run-scoring shots and defended
with aplomb. Though India managed to take
three wickets in that session, South Africa
scored 34 runs in 29 overs.

Though wickets fell around her, De Klerk
was immovable during her stay where she
scored 61 runs off 185 deliveries. Every now
and then, whenever India’s attack was begin-
ning to seize control she would go for a big shot
to release the pressure and force the hosts at-
tack to do it all over again.

Itmeant, at times, India did look frustrated,
with the energy levels dipping. Especially dur-
ing the second session, one could hear wick-
etkeeper Richa Ghosh asking her teammates to
“keep talking, keep talking.”

“Itiswhat Test matches are allabout. There
will be such phases when there will be other
partnerships. But you have to keep your mind
active and body active. These chirpings inside
helps sometimes just to wake you up. Because
on the third day of fielding... 200-plus overs is
notan easy job. Soyou need ways to stay fresh.
And we tried to be positive at all times and
hangin there and get the wickets. We kept say-
ing we would eventually win this and not to
give up. Having that sort of belief was ab-
solutely necessary,” Rana added.

And shortly after the final session, India
picked up the remaining two wickets with De
Klerk fittingly, being the final one to fall to mark
theend of the Proteas resistance. The jobwould
be eventually completed by Shubha Satheesh
and Shafali Verma as India notched up their
straight home Test win.

BRIEFSCORES: India 603/6 declared and 37/0
beat South Africa 266 and 373 (Laura
Wolvaardt 122, Sune Luus 109, Nadine de Klerk
61) by 10 wickets

ment, but call him a kid at your own peril,
Germany fullback David Raum said on
Monday ahead of their Euro 2024 quarter-fi-
nal clash.

Germany, three-time European champi-
ons who have gone 10 years without a major
international trophy, beat Denmark 2-0 to
set up a mouth-watering last eight match
against fellow title contenders Spain, where
Yamal has quickly earned a starting spot.

The teenager's skills, creative play and
speed down the wing have been impressive
along with those of fellow winger Nico
Williams, with the Spaniards beating
Georgia 4-1 to cruise into the quarter-finals.

Yamal also set a record in the first group
game against Croatia, becoming the
youngest player to ever appear at the
European Championship

"When you see what Yamal brings to
football, age becomes no issue,” Raum said.
"The lad plays in first team at Barcelona and
alsoin the national team so there is no point
talking about him as a kid."

"He has brutal quality and we will have
to find a way to defend against him."

Can England make use of
their second life at Euro 2024?

SHASHANKNAIR
JULYT

ENGLAND WERE down and out. Ninety min-
utes had passed and five minutes of laborious
injury time had gone by. Few expected Slovakia
to put Gareth Southgate’s chosen few on the
verge of a crushing yet deserved exit.

Butjust when the bell was about to toll, the
question ‘who could’, was answered by ‘who
else’. Jude Bellingham has come up with four
late goals for Real Madrid and two now for
England - all of them being either equalisers
or go-ahead goals, two of those winners com-
ing in El Clasicos. On Sunday, the midfielder
scored with an audacious bicycle kick to save
England from an embarrassing exit. Harry
Kane then spared them the blushes by scoring
early in extra time to lead his team into the
quarter-finals. But those goals don’t change the
reality of England at Euro 2024.

For 95 minutes, they deserved to go out of
the tournament. Statistics prove thatanamal-
gamation of such talent has somehow com-
bined to be one of the biggest disappointments
atEuro 2024.

Before the tournament even began,
Southgate admitted that his team - whichin-
cluded the La Liga Player of the Year, the
Bundesliga top scorer and the English Premier
League Player of the Year — was simply not at
the fitness level needed to play a high-press
game for the duration of a game. His statement
is backed by England statistically being the
worst pressing team in the European
Championships.

Passes per defensive action (PPDA)isa sta-
tistic that measures the pressing intensity of a
team during a match. While Austria and
Germany take an average of under nine passes
before making a defensive action (tackles, in-
terceptions), England shockingly allow 28.7
passes on average before a foot or head comes
inthe way. Unsurprisingly, they are dead lastin
the tournament when it comes to pressing
high up the pitch.

The one positive statistic for England has
been the control they have exerted. But inex-
plicably,even that metric points toa glaring is-
sue for the Three Lions - their slowness in pass-
ing. It has been rare for England to find
themselves with the ball and immediately pass
it forward. They often veer towards keeping
possession and a slower build-up rather than
unleash runners like Bukayo Saka and
Bellingham. In an era of transitional football,
they have failed to fully utilise asquad that can
play that style. Both Spain and France take in

Gareth Southgate is the highest-paid
manager at the Euros. Reuters

around 30 passes before an attempt at goal ma-
terialises,according to TriggerThePress,aweb-
site that collects football data. For England, that
number balloons to 61 passes before an at-
temptatgoal.

To sum up their woes, England don’t press
high up the field well enough, choose to keep
control with extra passes rather than take ad-
vantage of ateam being out of position and try-
ing to feed their runners. That control doesn't
lead to goals, asis obvious in their four goals in
four games at these Euros.

Totopitall off, nothing has pushed England
towards mediocrity more than Gareth
Southgate’s decision-making. His substitutions
have baffled consistently across his reign as
England manager - particularly his lack of re-
active measures when England fall behind in
agame. Bringing on striker Ivan Toney, with a
minute of regulation time left; not playing an
established left-winger against Slovakia’s 37-
year-old right- back Peter Pekarik; not playing
Cole Palmer over a clearly-struggling Saka. It
has been a litany of poor calls and inertia over
substitutions that have made calls for
Southgate’s sacking grow louder.

Bellingham’s audacity may have saved the
‘worst best' team at this Euros from an early
exit. But Switzerland, who are brightly coached
and have excelled at this tournament, having
knocked out the defending champions, loom
ahead. The same question that followed
England when they lost at the semi-final of the
2018 World Cup and the final of the 2021 Euros
will be asked. Will Southgate stick with his con-
trol-based, possession-aplenty style thatleads
toabarrage of pressure? Or will he finally play
a high-press, transitional game that matches
the style most of these players are accustomed
towith their clubs? Southgate will have to find
answers soon or English conservatism is
poised to suffer an exit at the hands of the
Swiss.
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