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DEMANDS INCLUDEELIMINATINGCORRUPTION, RUTO’SRESIGNATION

KENYANACTIVISTSCALL FORMOREPROTESTS
Kenyanactivistscalledforprotesters totaketothestreetsagainonTuesday,withmanyrejectingappeals
fromPresidentWilliamRutofordialoguefollowinghisdecisiontowithdrawproposedtaxhikes.The
demandsofmanyprotestershaveescalatedoverpast twoweeks includingcalls torootoutcorruption
andforRutotostepdown,presentingthemostseriouscrisisofhis two-year-oldpresidency. REUTERS

COMPARED TOORWELL ANDKAFKA, KADAREWALKEDAPOLITICALTIGHTROPEWITHWORKSOFVEILEDCRITICISMFORHISTOTALITARIANSTATE

RUSHAHALJUCI
JULY1

ISMAIL KADARE, the Albanian
novelist and poet who single-
handedly wrote his isolated
Balkan homeland onto themap
ofworldliterature,creatingoften
dark, allegorical works that
obliquelycriticizedthecountry’s
totalitarianstate,diedonMonday
inTirana,Albania.Hewas88.

His deathwas confirmedby
Bujar Hudhri, the head of the
OnufriPublishingHouse,hisedi-
torandpublisherinAlbania,who
saidthathewent intocardiacar-
restathishomeanddiedatahos-
pital inTirana, theAlbaniancapi-
tal. In a literary career that
spanned half a century, Kadare

wrotescoresofbooks, including
novelsandcollectionsofpoems,
shortstoriesandessays.Heshot
to international fame in 1970
when his first novel, “The
Generalof theDeadArmy,”was
translatedintoFrench.European
criticshaileditasamasterpiece.

Kadare’s namewas floated
severaltimesfortheNobelPrize,
but the honor eluded him. In
2005, he received the inaugural
ManBooker International Prize.
The finalists included such liter-
ary titans as Gabriel García
Márquez and Philip Roth. In
awardingtheprize, JohnCarey,a
Britishcriticandthepanel’schair-
man, called Kadare “a universal
writerinatraditionofstorytelling
thatgoesbacktoHomer.”

CriticsoftencomparedKadare

to Kafka, Kundera and Orwell,
among others. During the first
threedecadesofhiscareer,helived
andwrote inAlbania, at the time
under thegripof oneof theeast-
ernbloc’smostbrutalandidiosyn-
craticdictators,EnverHoxha.

To escape persecution in a
countrywheremore than6,000
dissidents were executed and
some 168,000 Albanianswere
sent to prison or labor camps,
Kadare walked a political
tightrope.He served for 12years
as adeputy inAlbania’s People’s
Assembly, andwas amemberof
the regime’sWritersUnion.One
of Kadare’s novels, “The Great
Winter,”wasafavorableportrayal
ofthedictator.Kadarelatersaidhe
hadwrittenittocurryfavor.

Incontrast,severalofhismost

brilliantworks, including “The
PalaceofDreams”(1981),subver-
sively attacked the dictatorship,
skirtingcensorshipthroughalle-
gory,satire,mythandlegend.

Ismail Kadare was born on
January 28, 1936, in the south-
ernAlbaniantownofGjirokaster.
His father, Halit Kadare, was a
civilservant;hismother,Hatixhe
Dobi, was a homemaker froma
wealthy family.When Hoxha’s
communists seized control of
Albania in 1944, Ismail was 8
yearsoldandalreadyimmersing
himself inworld literature.

As an adolescent, hewas at-
tracted to communism. “There
wasanidealisticsidetoit,”hesaid.
AfterstudiesatTiranaUniversity,
intheAlbaniancapital,Mr.Kadare
was sent for postgraduate study

to theGorky Institute forWorld
LiteratureinMoscow.

In 1963, about two years af-
terhisreturnfromMoscow,“The
General of theDeadArmy”was
published in Albania. In the
novel, an Italian general returns
to themountains of Albania 20
yearsafterWorldWarIItodisin-
ter and repatriate the bodies of
his soldiers; it is a taleof thead-
vancedWest intruding into a
strangeland,ruledbyanancient
codeof blood feuds.

Criticsthatwerepro-govern-
ment condemned the novel as
being too cosmopolitanand for
notexpressingsufficienthatred
for the Italian general, but it
made Kadare a national
celebrity. In 1965, the authori-
ties banned his second novel,

“TheMonster,” immediatelyaf-
teritspublicationinamagazine.
In 1970, when “The General of
theDeadArmy”was published
in a French translation, it took
“literary Paris by storm,” The
Paris Reviewwrote.

Kadare’s success abroad af-
forded him some security at
home. Still, he said, he livedwith
thefearthattheregimemight“kill
meandsaythatitwasasuicide.”

After thecollapseof commu-
nism,Kadarecontinuedtosethis
novelsamidthesuspicionandter-
roroftheHoxharegime.

Hisbest-knownworksinclude
“Chronicle inStone” (1971); “The
Three-Arched Bridge” (1978);
“Agamemnon’sDaughter”(1985);
itssequel,“TheSuccessor”(2003);
and“TheAccident”(2010). NYT

Ismail Kadare, whose novels brought Albania’s plight to world, dies at 88

IsmailKadareat theElyseePalacetoreceiveFrance’sLegion
ofHonour fromPresidentFrancoisHollande in2016. File

MACRON’SCENTRISTSCOMETHIRD

Centrists, leftblocsuggestcooperationtobringdownRN

Frenchparties rush to
build anti-far right front
aheadof polls round2
ASSOCIATEDPRESS
PARIS, JULY1

FRANCE'S NATIONAL Rally
surged into the lead in the first
roundof legislativeelections,ac-
cording toresults releasedearly
Monday, bringing the far-right
party to the brink of power and
dealing a major blow to
President EmmanuelMacron's
centristsinanelectionthatcould
set the country, and Europe, on
astarklydifferentcourse.

Theresultsconfirmedpolling
that showed the party—with a
historyofracismandxenophobia
andonce shunnedby themain-
stream—isnolongertaboo,con-
finedtothefringesofFrenchpol-
itics.Thereremainsanothertorrid
weekof campaigningbefore the
decisive finalvotingSunday,and
whether theNational Rallywill
be able to formFrance’s first far-
right government sinceWorld
WarII remainsuncertain.

Marked by high turnout of
nearly68percentthatreflected
the high stakes, voters handed
the Marine Le Pen's National
Rallyastronglead,withabout33
percentof thevote.Thenumber
includes the votes fromagroup

of conservative candidates of
TheRepublicanspartywhohad
alliedwith the far-rightparty in
thefirstround.TheNewPopular
Front, a leftist alliance, finished
secondwith about 28 per cent.
The president's centrist group
came thirdwith around 20 per
cent, according to figures re-
leasedby the InteriorMinistry.

Macronandhis allies, aswell
as politicians on the left, are still
hoping theycanheadoff anout-
rightwin by theNational Rally,
andhorse-tradingbeganMonday,

with some efforts to block far-
rightcandidatestakingshape.The
leftistcoalitionsaiditwouldwith-
draw its candidates in districts
where theyarrived in thirdposi-
tion in order to support other
politiciansopposedtothefarright.
Macron’scentristalliancealsosaid
someofitscandidateswouldstep
downbeforetherunoff.

Meanwhile underlining her
triumph,LePensaidNRlawmak-
erswouldmeetattheparliament
on Monday and symbolically
claimtheirseats.

Protestersdemonstrateagainstthefar-rightRNpartyafter
partialresultsinthefirstroundofelectionsonMonday.Reuters

HUNTERBIDENWANTSTOREPLACEWEAK IMAGEWITH ‘THEFATHERHEKNOWS’

Keep fighting, Biden’s family tells
him as they gather at Camp David
OneofPresident’sgrandchildrentogetmoreinvolvedinsocialmediacampaign

KATIEROGERS
&PETERBAKER
JULY1

PRESIDENTBIDEN’Sfamilyisurg-
ing him to stay in the race and
keepfightingdespite lastweek’s
disastrous debate performance,
evenassomemembersofhisclan
privatelyexpressedexasperation
at howhewas prepared for the
eventbyhisstaff,peoplecloseto
thesituationsaidonSunday.

Bidenhuddledwithhiswife,
children and grandchildren at
CampDavidwhilehetriedtofig-
ure out how to tamp down
Democraticanxiety.Whilehisrel-
ativeswereacutelyawareofhow
poorly he did against former
PresidentDonaldTrump,theyar-
guedthathecouldstill showthe
country thatheremainscapable
of servingforanotherfouryears.

Bidenhasbeensolicitingideas
fromadvisers abouthowtopro-
ceed, andhis staff has beendis-
cussingwhetherheshouldholda
news conference or sit for inter-

views to defend
himself and change
the narrative, but
nothinghasbeende-
cided yet. The cam-
paign scheduled
whatcouldbeacrit-
ical callwith its na-
tional finance com-

mittee forMonday
to calmnerves and
taketemperatures.

One of the
strongestvoicesim-
ploringBiden to re-
sistpressuretodrop
out was his son
Hunter Biden,

whom the president has long
leanedon for advice, said oneof
thesources,whospokeoncondi-
tionofanonymity, toshareinter-
nal deliberations. Hunter Biden
wantsAmericans to see the ver-
sionofhisfatherthatheknows—
incommandofthefacts—rather
than the stumbling, agingpresi-
dentAmericanssawThursday.

Other familymemberswere
trying to figure out how they
couldbehelpful.Atleastoneofthe
president’sgrandchildrenhasex-
pressed interest in gettingmore
involvedwith the campaign, by
talkingwithinfluencersonsocial
media,accordingtoasource.One
ofthesourcessaid“theentirefam-
ilyisunited”andaddedflatlythat
thepresidentwasnotgettingout
of theraceandhadnotdiscussed
doing so. “You get up and keep
fighting,”thesourcesaid.

AnewpollbyCBSNewsfound
strongDemocrat sentiment for
Biden to cedeway to a younger
nominee. Forty-five percent of
Democrats wanted a different
candidatetotakeonTrump.NYT

USPresident JoeBidenandfirst lady JillBidenwiththeir
granddaughtersFinneganandNatalieBideninNewYork

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

EUROPEANUNION

Hungarytakes
EUpresidency
echoingTrump
Brussels:Hungary'snation-
alistgovernmentlaunches
its presidency of the
European Union on
MondaywithaTrump-like
callto"MakeEuropeGreat
Again"afterEUlawmakers
questioned whether it
shouldbeallowed to take
ontherole.Theirconcerns
are based on Prime
Minister Viktor Orban's
many clashes with
Brussels over democratic
norms.Hungariandiplo-
matssaytheywillbehon-
estbrokers,whileanalysts
sayBudapest's actions at
the forefrontof EUpolicy-
makingare likely tobere-
stricted given Brussels’s
post-pollshift. REUTERS

SOUTHAFRICA

Cabinetofunity
govtfinal,says
Ramaphosa
Johannesburg: South
Africa's President Cyril
Ramaphosa announced
onSundayacabinetofthe
country's government of
national unity following
weeksofprotractedandat
timesacrimoniousnegoti-
ations. Ramaphosa re-
tainedtheAfricanNational
Congress' Enoch
Godongwana as finance
minister and appointed
former opposition leader
JohnSteenhuisenasmin-
ister of agriculture, bring-
ing the Democratic
Allianceandothers to the
newcabinet. REUTERS

PHILIPPINES

Duterte,Marcos
braceforSenate
pollshowdown
Manila: The Philippines'
dominant Marcos and
Dutertepoliticaldynasties,
uneasyalliesfortwoyears,
aregearingupforanelec-
tionshowdownthatcould
upsetpolicystabilityinthe
SoutheastAsiannation in
the coming years. Vice
President Sara Duterte's
resignationfromPresident
FerdinandMarcosJr'scab-
inetwasfollowedTuesday
byherannouncementthat
her father, ex-President
Rodrigo Duterte would
run for the Senate next
year. “Itisamessagetothe
Marcosesasitisamessage
to theFilipinopeople that
‘wearealiveandkicking,’”
said JeanEncinas-Franco,
a University of the
Philippines political sci-
enceprofessor. REUTERS

FormerPresident
RodrigoDuterte. File

RACE FOR
THEWHITE
HOUSE

‘UNCHECKEDLABOURGOVTADISASTER’

KATEHOLTON
LONDON, JULY1

BRITISH PRIMEMinister Rishi
Sunakwill onMonday say only
his Conservatives can counter a
Labour-ledgovernmentandthat
a vote for Nigel Farage’s right-
wingReformUKwouldhamper
any chanceof his party forming
astrongopposition.

Appearingtoallbutconcede
defeat before Thursday's elec-
tion, Sunakwill appeal to those
votersonthepolitical rightwho
are considering voting for
Farage's party in protest at his
Conservativegovernment.

TheConservatives look set to
bekickedoutofofficeafter14tur-
bulentyears,markedbyBritain's
votetoleavetheEuropeanUnion
in2016andthecostoflivingcrisis
that followedtheCOVID-19pan-
demic and Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.Opinionpollshavecon-
sistentlygivenKeirStarmer'scen-
tre-leftLabourPartyanaround20
point lead, with support for
Reformpotentially splitting the
centreright-voteandthecentrist
LiberalDemocrats furtherdrain-
ingConservativesupport.

Sunakwill say at a rally that
Reform “justwon’twin enough
seats to oppose Labour”, saying

the party had previously said it
wouldbegoodtogetahandfulof
members of parliament elected.
“Justimaginethat:Hundredsand
hundredsofLabourMPsopposed
by just ‘one, two, three, four, five
electedMPs’,”Sunakwillsay,ac-
cordingtoextractsofhis speech.
“ALabourgovernmentwouldbe
bad for our country, and an
unchecked Labour government
wouldbeadisasterfromwhichit
wouldtakedecadestorecover.”

FarageisoneofBritain'smost
recognisable anddivisive politi-
cians.Hehas spentdecades rail-
ingagainsttheestablishmentand
theEuropeanUnion,andhasinre-
centyearscampaignedforDonald
TrumpintheUS. REUTERS

Only Tories can
form strong Opp to
Labour, Sunak says
days ahead of polls

PrimeMinisterRishiSunak
atacampaign inMidlands
onMonday.Reuters

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
KHANYOUNIS, JULY1

ISRAELRELEASEDthedirectorof
Gaza’smainhospitalonMonday
after holding him for seven
monthswithout charge or trial
over allegations the facility had
beenusedasaHamascommand
center.He saidheandotherde-
tainees were held under harsh
conditionsandtortured.

The decision to release
MohammedAbuSelmia, appar-
ently taken in order to free up
space inovercrowdeddetention
centers, sparked uproar from
acrossthepoliticalspectrum,with
governmentministersandoppo-
sition leaders saying he should
haveremainedbehindbars.

AbuSelmiawasreleasedback
into Gaza along with 54 other
Palestinian detainees,many of
whomalsoallegedabuse.Theal-
legationsmatchedotheraccounts
of Palestinianswho have been

held in Israeli custody. “Our de-
tainees have been subjected to
allkindsof torturebehindbars,”
Abu Selmia said at a news con-
ference after his release. “There
was almost daily torture.” He
saidguardsbrokehis fingerand
causedhishead tobleedduring
beatings, inwhichtheyusedba-
tonsanddogs.Hesaidthemed-

ical staff at different facilities
where he was held had also
takenpartintheabuse“inviola-
tion of all laws.” He said some
detaineeshad limbsamputated
becauseof poormedical care.

Therewasno immediate re-
sponse from the prison service,
which has previously denied
similaraccusations.

Director of Gaza hospital released
by Israel alleges abuse in custody

MohammedAbuSelmia, thedirectorofGaza’smainhospital,
withhisfamilyafterbeingreleasedbyIsraelonMonday.AP

Disruptions,
delays as South
Koreans surge to
sign online plea
to impeach Yoon

SouthKorean
President
YoonSukYeol

JU-MINPARK
SEOUL, JULY1

ANONLINE petition calling for
SouthKoreanPresidentYoonSuk
Yeol to be impeached experi-
enceddelaysanddisruptionsdue
tothelargenumberofpeopletry-
ing to sign it, the speaker of the
parliamentsaid,promisingtofix
theissueassoonaspossible.

More than 811,000 people
have so far signed the petition,
hosted on the National
Assembly'swebsite,sinceitwent
liveonJune20.Thepetitioncalls
onparliament to introduceabill
to impeachYoononthegrounds
thatheisunfit forthejob.

InastatementlateonSunday,
NationalAssemblySpeakerWoo
Won-shikapologisedforthedis-
ruption, and said parliament
would take action to uphold the
public'sconstitutionalright.

Peopletryingtoaccessthepe-
tition onMonday faced delays
that lasted up to four hours. At
one point, an error message
showedmore than 30,000 peo-
plewerewaitingtoaccessthesite.

There was no immediate
comment from South Korea’s
presidentialoffice. REUTERS

Islamabad:APakistananti-terror-
ism courtMonday issued non-
bailablearrestwarrantsagainstAli
AminGandapur, thechiefminis-
ter of Pakistan's Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwaprovince.Gandapur
isnamedintwocasesofviolence
registeredinIslamabad.

JudgeTahirAbbasSupraofthe
Islamabad-based court con-
ductedhearingsof the twocases
where Gandapur and another
leaderAmirMughalwereabsent.
ThecourtrejectedGandapur'sex-
emptionplea,expresseddissatis-
faction with his repeated ab-
sences,andissuedarrestwarrants.
Italsoissuedsimilarnon-bailable
arrestwarrantsagainstMughal.

“The situationhasbecomea
spectacle as one defendant ap-
pearswhile two do not.We are
issuingarrestwarrantsforallab-
sent defendants,” Judge Supra
said,addingthatthedefendants
absent on July 8 would be de-
clared fugitives. PTI

Pak anti-terrorism
court issues
warrants against
KPK Province CM

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
BEIJING, JULY1

CHINAHASdeployeditssecond
aircraftcarrier'Shandong'which
wasspottedpatrollingwatersoff
the Philippine coast as Manila
stepped up efforts to assert its
claims over a shoal in the dis-
putedSouthChinaSeafirmlyop-
posingBeijing's counterclaims.

Shandong, an aircraft carrier
with a displacement of about
70,000tonnes,wasseenpatrolling
the waters of the Philippines
which serves as a deterrence
against “continuous Philippine
provocations,” state-runGlobal
TimesreportedMonday.

Theaircraftcarrier is likelyon
a scheduled exercise that could

also prepare it for a potential far
seavoyageintotheWestPacific,it
said. Shandong's deployment
comes after the People's
LiberationArmydeployedmajor

surface combat ships, including
largeandmediumdestroyersand
the main amphibious landing
shipinSouthChinaSeaasterrito-
rialclashwithManilaescalated.

China deploys aircraft carrier
off Philippines amid clash in SCS

ShandongaircraftcarrierdockedinsouthChina’sHainan. File

Reuters

Copenhagen: Sweden launched
a groundbreaking new law on
Monday,allowinggrandparents
to step in and get paid parental
leavewhile taking care of their
grandchildren for up to three
monthsof achild's first year.

Thedevelopmentcomesafter
theSwedishparliament,the349-
seat Riksdag, approved last
Decemberthegovernment'spro-
posal on transfer of parental al-
lowance.Under the law, parents
cantransfersomeof theirgener-
ous parental leave allowance to
thechild’sgrandparents.Aparent
couple can transfer amaximum
of45daystootherswhileasingle
parent can transfer 90days. This
comes50yearsafter thecountry
becamethefirstintheworldtoin-
troducepaidparentalleaveforfa-
thersandnotjustmothers. AP

Grandparents to
get paid parental
leave in Sweden
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DEVENDRAPANDEY
MUMBAI, JULY1

IT HAS not even been 24 hours
since India'smuch-awaitedT20
WorldCupwinandSuryakumar
Yadavisamusedbythecontrast
in the curfew-like view of the
street below his team hotel at
Barbadosandthevideosofmass
celebrations that he has been
getting frombackhome.

Suryakumar had returned

fromapost-winparty,wherethe
entire teamdanced till thewee
hours, to find 1,014Whatsapp
congratulatorymessagesonhis
phone. But ask him about the
game and his sleep-deprived
mind comes alive as he recalls
therivetingspeechcaptainRohit
Sharmagaveattheteamhuddle,
minutesbefore the final against
theSouthAfricans.

Talking to The Indian Express
from Barbados, Surya, whose
spell-bindingcatchontheropes
to dismiss DavidMiller turned
thematchon its head, says, “He
toldustokeepitsimplebutsaid,
‘I can’t climb this mountain

alone. If Ihavetoreachthepeak,
I will need everyone’s oxygen’.
He also said, 'Joh bhi hai, paon
mein, dimag mein, dil mein
(Whateveryouhaveinyourlegs,
mind and heart), just bring
everything to the game. If that
happens, wewill not regret the
night'.Weallweremoved.”

If Rohit movedwith his ac-
tion and words, coach Rahul
Dravid, Suryakumar recalls, set
the mood with a simple slide
presentationthatmadethemre-
alisethattheywouldhavetorise
to theoccasion.

“He showed a graph of the
CONTINUEDONPAGE2
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IndianbatsmanSuryakumarYadavwithcaptainRohit
Sharma.AP/PTI

Captain Rohit told us, he can’t climb this mountain
alone... he will need everyone’s oxygen: Suryakumar
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PMTOREPLY INLOKSABHATODAYONMOTIONOFTHANKSTOPRESIDENT’SADDRESS

LeaderofOppositionRahulGandhi;PrimeMinisterNarendraModi,UnionMinistersRajnathSinghandAmitShahinLokSabhaonMonday.PTI INPARLIAMENT,PAGE6

HARIKISHANSHARMA
&MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, JULY1

REFLECTING AN Opposition
with itshighest tally in10years
and presenting a united front,
in his first speech as Leader of
Opposition, Rahul Gandhi
picked up the threads of his
election campaign to counter
the Government on several

fronts: fromaccusing it of hav-
ing created an atmosphere of
fear to alleging that it had
spread violence and hatred in
the name of Hinduism; from
thecrisis inManipurtohowde-
monetisationhadwreckedem-
ployment.

At the same time, Gandhi
wrappeduphisnearlytwo-hour
speech by dialing down to say
thattheOppositionwasreadyto
work together with the

NarendraModi government in
thenational interest.

Participatinginthedebateon
Motion of Thanks to the
President’sAddress,Gandhibe-
gan his speech — the first by a
recognisedLoPinLokSabhaina
decade — on a fractious note.
Pointing to the Treasury
Benches,hesaidthat“thosewho
callthemselvesHindus…areen-
gaged inviolenceandhate.”

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

RAVIKBHATTACHARYA
KOLKATA, JULY1

POLICE HAVE invoked sections
relatedtoattempttomurderand
molestationagainstaTMCfunc-
tionary, who was arrested on
Sunday for publicly flogging a
man and a woman in Chopra
block of Uttar Dinajpur district,
WestBengal,overanallegedex-
tramarital affair.

Theaccused,TajimulHossain
alias JCB, was produced before
the Islampur sub-divisional

court, which sent him to police
custody for fivedays.

Meanwhile, Governor C V
AnandaBosehassoughtareport
on the incident from Chief

MinisterMamataBanerjee.“The
Governorwasshockedbythein-
cident, which was caught in a
video, and called it barbarous...
Hecondemnedtheincidentand
hassoughtanimmediatereport
from the Chief Minister,” a Raj
Bhavanofficial said.

In a video statement, Bose
said hewould visit the area on
Tuesday andmeet the couple.
“Theseriesofghastlyviolencein
Chopra, Cooch Behar and
Kolkataarerevolting,disgusting,
shocking and shattering... what

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

JAYMAZOOMDAAR
NEWDELHI, JULY1

THE PROJECT Cheetah authori-
tieshavereachedanin-principle
decisiontoshiftsurpluscheetahs
from Kuno national park to
GandhiSagarwildlifesanctuary
after themonsoon. At present,
Kunohas26cheetahs, including
13cubsandsub-adults.

This follows a reassessment
of Kuno’s cheetah carrying ca-
pacity — pegged at 21 in the
Project Action Plan — necessi-
tatedbyastaggeringlossofover
25percentsince2022ofKuno’s

prime cheetah prey base: the
chitalpopulation.

Thelossofanestimated2,250
chital within a year has con-
founded theproject teamas the

sevencheetahsthatmanagedto
hunt in thewild outside the en-
closuresduringthatperiodtook
downonlyaround50chital.

Since authorities have ruled
outlargescalepoachingofchital
for bushmeat due to the pres-
enceoftoomanybootsandcam-
eras on the ground, in the dock
isKuno’s90-strongleopardpop-
ulation.

Ironically, leopards are also
frustrating the efforts to stock
andbreedacheetahpreybasein
GandhiSagarwildlifesanctuary
by sneaking into a60 sqkmen-
closuretofeedonchitalbrought

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, JULY1

LEADER OF Opposition Rahul
Gandhi’smaiden speech in Lok
Sabha that lasted almost 100
minutes Monday saw Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
senior Cabinetministers inter-
vening tocounter remarks.

There was uproar in the
Housewhen Gandhi, while at-

tacking theBJP, said “thosewho
call themselvesHindustalkvio-
lence… hatred… untruth 24
hours”.Modi rose fromhis seat
and said, “This is a very serious
issue. Calling the entire Hindu
society violent is a serious issue
(poore Hindu samaj ko hinsak
kehnayehgambhir vishayhai).”

Union HomeMinister Amit
Shahsoughtanapologyfromthe
Congress leader.

As the treasury benches

protested, Gandhi said “the BJP
and the RSS are not the entire
Hindusociety…AapHinduhohi
nahi (YouarenotHindus).”

Andwhenhetookhimondi-
rectly, asking “why is the PMal-
ways serious?”, Modi, who sat
throughtheaddress,rosefromhis
seat again and said, “Democracy
andtheConstitutionhavetaught
methat IneedtotaketheLeader
ofOppositionseriously.”

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

MINISTERS MAKE INTERVENTIONS TOCOUNTERREMARKS

PM rebuts Rahul: Calling Hindu society
violent a serious issue; Shah seeks apology

‘SORENORKEJRIWAL INJAIL…SHOULDDISTURBME’

Rahul debuts as LoP: Hatred in name of
Hinduism to fear to let’s work together

Maximumpolice
custody still 15 days,
can be spread over
twomonths: Shah

On FIRs & hearing of
accused, BNSS sections
fly in face of SC rulings
APURVAVISHWANATH
NEWDELHI, JULY1

A14-DAYtimelineforthepolice
to register an FIR in cognizable
cases; the rightof theac-
cused to be heard even
beforeacase ismadeout
againsthim—atleasttwo
key changes in proce-
dural laws in the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS) fly in the face of
landmarkSupremeCourtjudge-
mentsonthese issues.

The BNSS has replaced the
Code of Criminal Procedure
(CrPC), 1973.

On registrationof anFIR im-
mediately, the BNSS, under
Section 173(3), states that for
cognizable offences, where the

punishment ismore than three
years but less than seven years,
apoliceofficerisallowed14days
toconductapreliminaryenquiry
before registering an FIR and
thenproceedwithinvestigation

in thecase.
“…Police,considering

thenature andgravity of
theoffence,—

(i)proceedtoconduct
preliminary enquiry to

ascertainwhetherthereexistsa
prima facie case for proceeding
in thematterwithin a period of
fourteendays;or

(ii) proceedwith investiga-
tionwhen there exists a prima
facie case,” the lawstates.

This changegoesagainst the
landmark 2013 Supreme Court
rulinginLalitaKumarivsStateof
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

ASTHEnewcriminal laws—the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
the BharatiyaNagarik Suraksha
Sanhita(BNSS)andtheBharatiya
SakshyaAdhiniyam(BSA) to re-
place the Indian Penal Code,
1860, the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1973, and the Indian
EvidenceAct,1872, respectively
— came into effect Monday,
UnionHomeMinisterAmitShah
clarified that themaximumpe-
riodofpolicecustodyunder the
BNSS would remain 15 days,
withprovisiontobespreadover
amaximumof twomonths.

Therewereconcernsthatthe
BNSS extends the period of po-
licecustodyof anaccused.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Shah said themaximum
policecustodyundertheBNS,too,
would remain 15 days, like the
IPC. “Iwant toclarify that inBNS

also,theremandperiodis15days.
Earlier, if an accusedwas sent to
policeremandandhegothimself
admittedinahospitalfor15days,
therewasnointerrogationashis
remandperiodwould expire. In
BNS, therewill be remand for a
maximum15days, but it canbe
taken in parts within an upper
limitof60days,”hesaid.

Shahsaidthenewlawswould
ensure“justiceinsteadofpunish-
ment” and “speedy trial instead
ofdelays”.Justicewouldbedeliv-
ered “up to the level of Supreme
Court”within three years of an
FIRbeingregistered,hesaid.

Shah also said that the first
case registered under the BNS
wasrelatedtoamotorcycletheft
inMadhyaPradesh'sGwalior at
10minutes pastmidnight. “The
case was for a value of
Rs 1,80,000... The case against a
street vendor in Delhi was not
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A fishing expedition,
Lankan Navy officer’s
death, and 10 Indians
who await their fate
ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, JULY1

THE EARLY hours of June 25
turned into a nightmare for ten
Indian fishermen from
Nagapattinam, Tamil Nadu,
when a routine fishing expedi-
tion spiralled into chaos, ending
inthedeathofaSriLankanNavy
officer.TheSriLankanauthorities
allege theofficerdieddue to the
“aggressivemanoeuvres” of the
trawler of Indian fishermen re-
sistingseizure,butthefishermen,
now in Sri Lankan custody and
reportedlysettobechargedwith
death,denytheseallegationsand
insist theyare innocent.

AccordingtoatopSriLankan
government source involved in
the case proceedings in Jaffna,
theIndiantrawlerwasallegedly
speeding when the Sri Lankan
Navy attempted to intercept it

around1.30 amon June25. The
postmortem report of theNavy
officer suggests the officer pos-
sibly died due to an accidental
fall during the tensemoments
leading up to the interception,
sources said.

The boat driver,Madhi (40),
provided a statement to Sri
Lankan authorities, explaining
thathistrawlerwasheadingback
to Indianwaters, turning from
southtonorth,whentheincident
tookplace.HeclaimedtheNavy
boat,with its lights off, rammed
intothetrawler.Atthatmoment,
therestof thecrewwasasleep.

Madhi, who was awake at
thesteeringwheel,reportedsee-
ing two Navy men with guns
whoannouncedtheirarrest.The
fishermenwerehandcuffedand
moved to the back of the boat,
which was then taken to
Kankesanthurai Harbour near
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Chital stock dwindling in Kuno,
plan tomove out excess cheetahs
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fromthestate’sprey-richforests.
WhileMadhya Pradesh is in

theprocessofbringing1,500chi-
tals to replenish the dwindling
stockatKunoandlookingtodis-
patch another lot to Gandhi
Sagar, the project authorities
have acknowledged the limita-
tions of draining other habitats
of preywithout a strategy to re-
duce leopard predation. The
Cheetah Project Steering
Committeeisconsideringapro-
posalforintroducingalargercat
in theKunomix to reduce leop-
ard activities and ease thepres-
sureonthepreybase.

“A few larger cats candomi-
nate the space now densely

packed with leopards in Kuno
andeventuallyimpacttheirpre-
dation andbreeding. If lions are
not an option, a few tigers will
have the same effect,” said a
project scientist, adding that
Cheetah Project Steering
Committee chairperson Rajesh
Gopalproposedtheremedyata
recentmeeting.

When contacted, Rajesh
Gopal said that bringing tigers
would be a biological approach
aimed at fostering ecological
niches. “Kuno has one of India’s
highest density of leopards and
they cannot be tossed around.
Cheetahs and leopards co-exist
with lions in Africa. In a land-

scape frequented by tigers, they
are the natural choice in Kuno,”
hesaid.

Over the last 15 years, four
male tigers reached Kuno from
Rajasthan’sRanthambhoretiger
reserve.Oneofthosetigersisbe-
lieved to be still present in the
largerKunolandscape.Theplan
is to translocate a couple of fe-
malesandexpectmalestoshow
up on their own to establish a
founderpopulation inKuno.

Largercats,though,arenotan
option for Gandhi Sagar yet
wherethechallengeathandisto
takeleopardsoutof thepreyen-
closure.“Thougheasiersaidthan
done,wewilldividetheareaand
try to secure one compartment
at a time likewe did in Kuno in
2022,”saidaseniorforestofficial.

A retired forest officer who
servedinKuno,however,refused
to buy the “leopard theory” be-
hind the fall in chital numbers:
“Look at the scale of the (chital)
populationslide.AreKuno’sleop-
ards selectively preying on chi-
tals?Orarewedownplayingthe
impactofbushmeatpoaching?”

A few state forest officials
alsoquestionedtheconsistency
oftheestimationdrives.Overthe
last two decades, project scien-
tists reported per-sq-km chital
densityof5(2006),36(2011),52
(2012)and69(2013) inKuno. In
2021, theyusedtwomethods—
camera trapping and distance
sampling—tocomeupwithtwo
densities—38and23persqkm
—of chitals.

Goingbythelowerdensityof
23 per sq km, the Cheetah Task
Force estimated more than
8,000 chitals in Kuno wildlife
sanctuary (345 sq km) in 2021.
The state has released at least
750chitals inKunosince.

Withinayearof introducing
the first batch of cheetahs in
September2022,thenumberof
chitalsfelltoanestimated6,500
inKuno.Thedownwardtrend, it
is learnt,hasnot reversedsince.
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● Lankan Navy officer’s death
Jaffna,arrivingaround5am,asail
that took longer than expected
due to heavywinds and rough
weather. “Theboat driver says it
was only upon arrival at the Sri
Lankanharbourthattheysawthe
Navyofficers shifting an injured
personfromtheNavy’sboattoan
ambulance waiting there,”
sourcessaid,quotingtheboatdri-
ver’sstatement.

V Anandan, the trawler’s
owner, expressedhope that the
murder chargeswouldnothold.
“ThefishermenleftNagapattinam
harbouraround4amon June21
andwere supposed to returnby
theeveningofJune26,”Anandan
told The Indian Express. “Over a
dozen Indian boatswere in the
vicinity when the Navy inter-
cepted our boat. Realising the
Navy’s actions, they all fled the
scene.” They informedAnandan
around2.30amthathisboathad
beenseizedalongwiththecrew.

He said that the fishermen
were usually paid a collection
amount, which varies from Rs
3,000 to 10,000, or about 22 to
25%of thetotalprofit,depending
on the catch after a usually five-
dayfishingexpedition.

TheSriLankanNavyinsiststhe
IndiantrawlerwaswellwithinSri
Lankanwaterswhenintercepted,
morethan43nauticalmilesfrom
the Indian coast, which is
Nagapattinam. Indian waters
fromNagapattinam end at ap-
proximately 40 nauticalmiles.
Pandian, a fisherman from
Nagapattinamwho frequently
travelstothesameregion,argued
thattrawlersoftenventureintoSri
Lankan waters during rough
weathertoo.

“Itisafactthatweventureinto
Sri Lankanwaters for fishing in
desperate times. But variationof
2-3nauticalmilesshouldnothave
been a reason for theNavy’s ac-
tion. It’smerely amatter of a 10-
minutesailtoreturntoIndianwa-
ters,”saidPandian.

The arrested fishermen, in-
cluding seven from Naga-
pattinam,onefromCuddalore in
TamilNadu,andtwofromAndhra
Pradesh, were taken to the

KankesanthuraiNaval base, and
theirtrawlerwasseized.

Inanofficialstatement,theSri
LankanNavydescribedtheoper-
ation as aneffort to “chase away
IndianpoachingtrawlersfromSri
Lankanwaters”.Duringthisoper-
ation, thestatementsaid, a sailor
from the Navy Special Boat
Squadron sustained critical in-
juries due to the alleged aggres-
sivemanoeuvres of the Indian
trawler and later died at the
TeachingHospital inJaffna.

While the Sri Lankan Navy
claims that they frequently en-
counter aggressivemanoeuvres
by Indian trawlers, leading to in-
juries to naval personnel and
damagetotheir ships, the Indian
fishermen’sversiontellsastoryof
unexpectedconfrontationandar-
rest.Thefishermen,nowheldina
facility at Mailadi near
Kankesanthurai, await their fate.
TheirrelativesinIndiawerebusy
arranginglegalassistanceinJaffna.

Theincidentoccurredadayaf-
ter TamilNaduChiefMinisterM
KStalinwrote toUnionMinister
for External Affairs S Jaishankar,
urginghim to secure the release
of 47 fishermen and their boats
currentlyinSriLankancustody.

The fishermen issue remains
a contentious point in India-Sri
Lanka relations,markedby inci-
dentswhereLankanNavyperson-
nelhavefiredatIndianfishermen
in thePalkStrait andseized their
boats for allegedly entering Sri
Lankanterritorialwaters.ThePalk
Strait, a narrowwaterway sepa-
ratingTamilNadufromSriLanka,
isarichfishinggroundforfisher-
menfrombothnations.However,
thewaters are fraughtwith con-
flict, as fishermen from India are
often arrested for inadvertently
crossing intoSri Lankan territory
duetotheproliferationofbottom
trawlersontheIndianside.

TheSriLankanNavyreported
that theyhavearrestedover200
Indian fishermen and seized 27
trawlers for illegal fishing in Sri
Lankanwaters thisyearalone. In
2023,theNavyapprehended240
Indianfishermenandconfiscated
35trawlersonsimilarcharges.

numberof T20games theentire
Indian teamhad played -- from
ViratbhaitoYashasviJaiswal(the
mostjuniormember).Thatnum-
berwas 800-plus,” says Surya.
“And then he showed a second
slide that had the number of
games that the entire coaching
staff, including Rahul bhai, had
played—thatnumberwas1.He
saidtous, ‘Youarethebest judge
here tomake theright call at the
right time. So leave every other
thing to us, go out there and en-
joyyourgame’.”

Suryakumar says the team
hadamottothatwasfollowedall
through the campaign. “Before
the start, we decided that we
won’t talkaboutwhat liesahead
in the tournament. Nobody

thought about Super 8 and the
samewas true for the finals in
Barbados. Our mind has to be
whereourfeetare--thatwasour
motto,”hesays.

On Rohit’s leadership style,
Suryakumar says, “He connects
with theplayers.Off the field,be
itinahotelroom,oronthebeach,
he connects with everyone. So
when a crunch situation comes,
playersknowthathe(Rohit)will
backus.OnefeelsIhavetodeliver
for thisman for the confidence
andrespecthegivestoeveryone.”

Surya says the team's never-
quit spirit,whichcame inhandy
duringkeymomentsinthetour-
nament – be it in the game
against Pakistan, where India
camebacklateinthegame,orthe

final,when they rallied together
tofightdespiteSouthAfricaneed-
ingjust26runsfrom24ballswith
sixwickets intact–stemsfroma
deepself-belief.

“Everyone, starting from the
captain,wasrelaxedbecausewe
knewthatonemagicalthingwill
happen andwewill be back in
the game. And thewayBumrah
and Arshdeep bowledwas re-
markable.”

Hesayshewillrememberthe
finalnot just forhiscatch,but for
twomoments, which, he says,
will stay with him for years to
come.

Oneof these is of the acutely
self-consciousDravidlettinghim-
selfgowhenKohlithrustthetro-
phy into his hand. “That 30-sec-

ondclip,whenhetookthetrophy
in his hand and screamed... that
momentwhenheexpressedhis
happiness. I think Iwill savethat
clipfor life,”Suryakumarsays.

Thesecondimageryisthatof
RohitSharmadownonhisknees
on the turf after the gamewas
won. “Thewayhe fell down, ate
some grass off the ground and
tasted somemud on the pitch.
Thesemomentswillstaywithme
foralongtime.”

Dravid’s guiding hand
through theWorld Cupmight
not havematerialisedhad it not
been for an intervention from
Rohit. “In the end, he (Dravid)
came and thanked Rohit and
said, “Thank you, Rohit, for that
phone call in November”, be-

causehedidn’twanttocontinue
after (India's loss in) the50-over
World Cup but Rohit and Jay sir
(BCCI secretary Jay Shah) con-
vincedhimtostay.”

AlongwithDravidandRohit,
Kohlihasalsoannouncedhisre-
tirement from international
T20s, and Surya shareswhat he
learnt from the Indian batting
masterofthisera.“Heisapower-
house of energy on the ground,
irrespective of his performance.
Ifyousee,tillthefinal,thingsdid-
n’t go as he wanted to but the
way he carried himself on the
field...Hewastakingpartinteam
get-togethers, practice sessions,
everything.Hewasaleaderinhis
ownway.”

AndKohli's fitness. “In 2022,

whenImademydebut,Ididmost
ofthebattingwithhimduringthe
bilateral series and then the
WorldCup. I realised then that if
I have to bat with Virat Kohli, I
havetomatchhisfitnessbecause
hetakestwoquickrunsbypush-
ingaball inthegapsandthenhe
slamsafour.”

In the end, it's to that catch
thatSuryareturnsto.“Thecatch
photo whichmany people are
sending me, some have a ball
picture,somehavemorphedthe
ballwith the trophy. Iwill carry
this withme for two years and
willreplicateitinthenextWorld
Cup!ItwasmyfourthICCevent,
andmy first win. I will remem-
berthisforalongtime.Firstisal-
waysspecial.”

Thispromptedarareinterven-
tion and rebuttal by Prime
MinisterNarendraModiwhosaid
it was amatter of concern that
Hinduism was being equated
with hate and violence. Gandhi
saidhewastalkingabout theBJP
andtherulingpartyisnotthesole
representative of Hinduism. "Ye
thekanahihaiBJPka,"hesaid.

ItwasnotjustModi.
Several seniorministers, in-

cludingAmitShah,RajnathSingh,
Shivraj Singh Chouhan and
Bhupender Yadav, got up to
counter Gandhi’s charges and
claimsonmultiple occasions. All
along,Oppositionmembers ral-
liedbehindGandhisignallingthat
the electoral unity had carried
overtoParliamentaswell.

Gandhiinvokedoneofhisear-
lier themesof framingHinduism
in opposition to Hindutva.
Holdingapictureof Shiva, he in-
vokedthe“abhayamudra” tosay
Shiva’smessage is all about fear-
lessnessandnon-violenceandre-
iterated his “daromat”, “darao
mat”message—arefrainfromhis
speechesgoingbackto2017.

From the rise in prices to
Manipur, unemployment, de-
monetisation,Agniveerandpaper
leaks, Gandhi used each to criti-
cisetheModiGovernment.Heac-
cused it of treatingAgniveers as
“use and throw labourers” and
pushingManipur into civilwar.
OnNEET, he said it is no longer a
professional exam but has be-
comea“commercial”one,suited
forrichstudents.

HeaccusedtheBJPof not fol-
lowing the essential tenets of
Hinduism and charged it with
spreading hate and violence
againstminorities. He accused
Modiofhavingcreatedanatmos-
phereof fearevenwithintheBJP,
curbingdissentandtargetingthe
Opposition. He also sent ames-
sagetoalliesintheINDIAblocsay-
inghedoesn’t“justrepresentthe
Congress party” and that hewill
“treateverysinglepartywithlove

andaffection.” “When I became
LoP,IrealisedsomethingthatIhad
notrealisedbefore…Afterbecom-
ing LoP, allmypersonal dreams,
mypersonalaspirations,myper-
sonal fearshave tobeputaside. I
amnowactuallytwopeople.Iam
not one person. I am a
Constitutionalpersonandmyjob
is tobeLoP to represent all these
partiesequally. Infact, Idon’t just
represent the Congress party. I
representeverysingleparty.And
I have to treat every single party
with loveandaffection. Sowhen
HemantSorenisinjailor(Arvind)
Kejriwalisinjail,itshouldhurtme,
itshoulddisturbme.”

Andhismessage to the gov-
ernment:“Thiscountryhasagov-
ernmentandyouarethegovern-
ment...electedbythepeople...but
Iwouldsaytoyouthatasindivid-
ualmembersas theCabinet, you
donotspreadfear,thatyoudonot
spreadhatredinthiscountry…Do
notbefearful…EventheCabinet
members, donot be fearful. You
have aConstitutional position…
Thatisthewaythiscountryhasto
be run.We, as the Opposition,
don’ttakeusasyourenemies.We
arenotyourenemies...Wearesin-
cerely here tomake yourwork
easieraslongasyoufollowtheba-
sicprinciplesthatwehavestated.”

“I ammore thanhappy, all of
usaremorethanhappy,todiscuss
anythingyouwantwithoutbeing
nasty,withoutbeingaggressive...
Soplease let uswork together to
takethiscountryforward.Youare
the government.Wehave to ac-
cept that. You got 240 seats. So I
congratulateyouonthat.At least
acceptit…SoIwouldsaywewant
to both work for this country,
workwith the spirit of bravery,
work without violence, work
withouthatred.”

Earlier, Gandhi invoked Lord
Shiva and “Abhayamudra" and
said thosewho call themselves
Hindus are spreading violence
andhatredroundtheclock.
“Shiv ji kahte hain, daromat,

darao mat, aur abhay mudra
dikhatehain.Ahimsakibaatkarte
hain aur trishool ko zamin me
gaarhdetehainaurjologapneaap
koHindukahtehainwoh24ghanta
hinsa, hinsa, hinsa, nafrat, nafrat,
nafrat, asatya, asatya, asatya. Aap
Hinduhohinahin.(LordShivasays
donot be fearful…heburies the
Trishul in the ground and those
whocallthemselvesHindus,they
chant violence, hatred, un-
truth…You are not a Hindu),”
Gandhisaid,addingthatHindure-
ligion clearlyprescribes that one
shouldalwaysfollowthetruth.

“OursymbolisAbhayaMudra
(fearlessness),” Gandhi said,
showinghis right handandask-
ing his partymembers to show
the symbol. AsGandhimadehis
remarks,BJPmembersprotested
andsoughtanapologyfromhim.
Tothis,Rahulsaidthattheshout-
ingwasbecause the “arrowhad
struck theheart.” “You are not a
Hindu…ItisclearlysaidinHindu
religion that one should stand
with the truthandshouldnotbe
afraid of the truth,” he added.
SpeakerOmBirlasaidthatGandhi
istheLeaderofOppositionandhis
remarksshouldnothurtanyone.

ThefirsttorisewasModi,who
accusedRahulof calling “theen-
tireHindusocietyviolent”.When
Rahul said thatModi or the BJP
didn’t stand in for “entireHindu
society”,otherBJPleadersinclud-
ingShahrecordedtheirobjection.
To this, Gandhi clarified that his
remarksweretargetedattheBJP.
“NarendraModi is not the entire
Hindu society. TheBJP is not the
entireHindu society. The RSS is
nottheentireHindusociety…The
BJPhasnot takenany contract…
AllareHindushere,”Gandhisaid

He then said that even
Ayodhya—thebirthplaceofLord
Ram—hadsentamessagetothe
BJP,goingontoshakehandswith
Samajwadi PartyMPAwadhesh
Prasad,whodefeatedBJP’s Lallu
Singh in theFaizabadseatwhich
covers Ayodhya. “How far they

havespreadfear,Iwillgiveyouan
example of Ayodhya,” Gandhi
said, alleging that people of
Ayodhya whose land was ac-
quiredfortheairporthavenotre-
ceivedcompensationtilldate.
“Ayodhya ki janata ko daraya,

pooredeshkodaradiya (Thepeo-
pleofAyodhyawereintimidated,
the entire countrywas intimi-
dated.),” he said. Gandhi took
swipesatthePMforhisstatement
made in an interviewduring the
poll campaign of his perception
that hemaybeonamission, di-
vinelyordained.“Theparmaatma
speakstoModiji’saatmadirectly,
unlikeushumans,”hesaid,won-
dering at onepointwhether de-
monetisation followed such “a
message”fromGod.

Rahulalsoreferredtoanother
claimbyModi that it took a film
forpeople to “get to knowabout
MahatmaGandhi”. “Canyouun-
derstand the ignorance... that a
movie has revived the Father of
theNation?”hesaid.Atonepoint,
Birla tried to interject saying
everyoneshould respect thePM.
Rahul saidhedid respect thePM
andwasonly repeatingwhat he
(thePM)himselfhadsaid.

Rahul tried to drawa differ-
encebetweenModiandhismin-
isters.“WhenIcameinthemorn-
ing, Rajnath Singh greetedme
withasmile.NowModijiissitting.
No smile…serious.Namaste bhi
nahinkarte…kahinModijinadekh
le (He doesn’t even greet, afraid
thatModi jimight notice)... The
same story is of NitinGadkari…
ArreAyodhyakijantakochodo,yeh
tohBJPwalonkodaratehain(Leave
asideAyodhyapeople,Modieven
hasBJPpeoplescared).”

Again, Modi stood up, this
timetocounter:“Loktantraneaur
samvidhannemujhe sikhaya hai
kimujhevipakshkenetakogamb-
heerta se lena chaahiye
(DemocracyandtheConstitution
havetaughtmetotaketheLeader
oftheOppositionwithallserious-
ness).”

This itself was rare because
members recalled later that the
PMhaddone itonlyonceearlier
during a speech by Congress
leaderAdhirRanjanChowdhury
inthelastLokSabha.

While Defence Minister
RajnathSinghaccusedGandhiof
“misleading” the House, Shah,
whomadefourinterventionsdur-
ing the speech, saidGandhi had
made several remarks which
“werenottrueandwithoutfacts”
and he should “authenticate”
them.At onepoint, Shah turned
toSpeakerOmBirla:“Youarego-
ing beyond rules to give thema
one-sidedconcession.Weshould
beprotected.Thisdoesnotwork
likethat.”

Gandhi’s attack on the gov-
ernment over the Agniveer
schemepromptedRajnathSingh
to say that the Congress leader
was attempting tomislead the
House.

“Heshouldnottrytomislead

the House by making wrong
statements. Financial assistance
ofRs1croreisgiventothefamily
oftheAgniveerwhosacrificeshis
lifewhileprotectingourborders
orduringwar,"Singhsaid.

CounteringGandhi’s allega-
tionthat itwasa“schemebythe
PM”, Singh said there had been
direct communication with
manypeople and 158 organisa-
tionswereconsultedforsugges-
tions on the scheme and that it
wasa“wellthought-outscheme”.

WhenGandhi slammed the
governmentoverfarmer-related
issues includingMSP for crops,
AgricultureMinisterShivrajSingh
Chouhan objected and accused
himof “misleading” theHouse.
UnionMinisterGajendraShekha-
wat also rose to defend the gov-
ernment’spoliciesintheagricul-
turesector.

UnionMinisters Kiren Rijiju
andBhupender Yadav too inter-
vened at different times during

Gandhi’sspeech.
While Rijiju, the Parlia-

mentaryAffairsMinister,repeat-
edly warned Gandhi to follow
House rules, Yadav quoted rules
multipletimestosendwarnings.

Later, Information and
BroadcastingMinister Ashwini
Vaishnaw, alongwith Rijiju and
BJP leader Sudhanshu Trivedi,
held a press conference to rebut
Gandhi’sallegations.

The ruling party benches re-
mained silent on Gandhi’s re-
marksontheissueofManipur,ir-
regularitiesinNEETandtheBJP’s
electoral defeat in Ayodhya. BJP
alliestooremainedcalm.

Ontheotherside,INDIAallies
backed Gandhi. TMC’s Kalyan
Banerjeeroseseveraltimesfrom
his seat tobackGandhi’s right to
express his views and his col-
leagueSaugataRoyreadoutfrom
therulebookstocountertheBJP.
TMC,DMKand SPMPs linedup
togreetGandhiafterhisspeech.

thefirstcaseregisteredunderthe
BNS;policehavedisposedof the
Delhicasebyusingtheprovision
ofreview,”hesaid.

“After 77 years of
Independence,thisisthefirsttime
thatthecountry’scriminaljustice
system is turning ‘swadeshi’ and
will function completely on the
basis of Indianethos. These laws
willbeimplementedateverypo-
licestation.ReplacingtheBritish-
era criminal system, the laws
passedbytheIndianParliament...
will allow justice insteadof pun-
ishmentandspeedytrial instead
ofdelays.Earlier, therightsofpo-
lice personnelwere protected;
now, the rights of victims and
complainantswill beprotected,”
hesaid.

Responding to questions on
objectionsraisedbysome,includ-
ingMPs fromTamilNadu, to the
new lawsbeingnamed inHindi,
Shahsaidthelawswouldbeavail-
able in all regional languages. “I
wanttosayonething,thattheen-
tire lawwillbemadeavailable in
Tamil and the proceedingswill
also be in Tamil,” he said.
Appealing to stakeholders to
come forwardwith their griev-
ances, he said: “If they have any
oppositiontothename, theycan
raiseitbymeetingme.Neitherthe
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister nor
theseMPs have sought time to
meetme.”

“I am ready tomeet anyone
whowants.Wewillmeetandalso
review.Butpleasedonotdopoli-
tics,”hesaid,respondingtoques-
tions about protests from
Oppositionleaders.

Shah said these laws were
discussedinLokSabhaforatotal
of 9 hours and 29minutes, and
in Rajya Sabha for 6 hours 17
minutes. Suggestions were
sought from all MPs, Chief
Ministers, Supreme Court and
High Court Judges, IPS officers
andCollectorsin2020,hesaid.“I
have attended 158 consultative
meetings for preparing a Bill...
The Bill was sent to the Home
Ministry committee,which dis-
cusseditforaboutthreemonths.
Most of the suggestions for re-
forms in criminal lawswere in-
corporated, except four of a po-
litical nature. Giving political
colourtothischangeisnotgood,
there aremany other issues for

politics,”hesaid.
With the implementation of

the new laws, Indiawould have
themostmoderncriminaljustice
system in theworld, Shah said.
“Justicecanbereceiveduptothe
leveloftheSupremeCourtwithin
three years of the registration of
the FIR,” he said. “The new laws
bringinamodernjusticesystem,
incorporatingprovisions suchas
ZeroFIR,onlineregistrationofpo-
lice complaints, summons
throughelectronicmodessuchas
SMS,andmandatoryvideography
of crime scenes for all heinous
crimes,”hesaid.

“The new laws have made
forensicinvestigationmandatory
in offences punishable by seven
years ormore, whichwill help
speedupjusticeandtakethecon-
victionrateupto90percent.99.9
percentpolicestationsacrossthe
countryhavebeencomputerised
and theprocess of generating e-
record was already started in
2019... The new laws also set a
deadlineforthecompletionofall
procedures, full implementation
of the lawswill end the endless
waitforjustice,”hesaid.

Shahsaidthejudicialprocess
wouldnowbetime-bound,end-
ing longdelays.According to the
new laws, judgment in criminal
cases has to be deliveredwithin
45daysofcompletionoftrialand
chargesmust be framedwithin
60 days of the first hearing. The
newlawspromoteajustice-cen-
tric approachbyprovidingcom-
munityserviceforminorcrimes,
hesaid.

Hesaidthenewstatuteswere
mademoresensitivebyaddinga
chapteroncrimesagainstchildren
andwomen, and the inquiry re-
portinsuchcaseshavetobefiled
withinsevendays.

“Foryears,therehasbeenade-
mandforalawformoblynching.
For the first time,mob lynching
has been definedwith punish-
mentfromsevenyearsofimpris-
onmentup to life imprisonment
andevendeathpenalty... Earlier,
the British systemhad enacted
laws thatweremeant toprotect
theirownrule.Thisisthefirsttime
that these laws are being
changed,”Shahsaid.

Thethreelawswerepassedby
ParliamentinDecemberthrough
avoicevoteinbothHouses.

UttarPradeshthatitismandatory
for the police to register an FIR.
RegistrationofanFIRwithoutde-
layisadirectionreiteratedbythe
SupremeCourt in several cases
sincetheLalitaKumariguidelines.

“While the Lalita Kumari
judgementmandates that FIRs
must be registered if the infor-
mationdisclosesacognizableof-
fence,andallowspreliminaryen-
quiries only to determine if a
cognizable offence is revealed,
the BNSS, 2023, expands this
scope. Under BNSS, preliminary
enquiriesareconductedtoascer-
tain if there is a prima facie case
for offences punishable with
threeyearsormorebutlessthan
seven years of imprisonment.
Unlike the Lalita Kumari guide-
lines, which specify categories
likematrimonialdisputes, com-
mercial offences, andmedical
negligence,BNSSappliesbroadly
toallrelevantoffenceswithinthe
defined punishment range,”
states the Standard Operating
Procedure for police by the
Bureau of Police Research &
Development.

Ontherightof theaccusedto
beheard, the BNSSmakes a key
change in theprovision. Section
200 of the CrPC prescribes the
procedurerelatingtoexamination
of a complainant by themagis-
tratewhile taking cognizance. It
mandates that amagistrate tak-
ingcognizancecandosoafterex-
aminingthecomplainantonoath.
Oncecognizanceistaken,theac-
cused is then formally sum-
moned.

TheBNSS, in Section223, re-
tainstheprovisionbutaddsacu-
rious proviso or exception.
“Provided that no cognizance of
an offence shall be takenby the
Magistratewithoutgivingtheac-
cused an opportunity of being

heard,” theexceptionstates. This
means that amagistrate cannot
even take cognizance of an of-
fence without hearing the ac-
cused.Thisisanewdevelopment
since the settled lawdoesnotal-
lowtheaccusedtoproducedocu-
ments evenafter the cognizance
stage.

“Anaccusedalsohastheright
to remain silent before a case is
madeout against him. There is a
chancethatthejudgemayrefuse
totakecognizance,socompelling
the accused to speakmaypreju-
dice his rights,” advocate Soutik
BanerjeetoldTheIndianExpress.

The Supreme Court, in its
2004decisioninStateofOrissavs
Debendranath Padhi, had said
that the accuseddoesnothavea
right to produce documents to
provetheir innocenceduringthe
FramingofChargesstageofatrial.
Thejudgecanonlyconsidermate-
rialproducedby theprosecution
to avoid a “rovingand fishing in-
quiry” and a “mini-trial at the
framingofchargesstage.”

The BNSS provision also re-
strictsthescopeforajudgetotake
cognizanceinoffenceswherethe
accusedisapublicservantandthe
offence is alleged to have been
committed in the course of his
dischargeofofficial function.

The judge cannot take cog-
nizance“unless”theaccusedpub-
licservantisgivenanopportunity
to“makeassertionsastothesitu-
ationthatledtotheincidentsoal-
leged” and his superior officer
submits a report containing the
factsandcircumstancesofthein-
cident.

The CrPCprovision does not
havethiswideexemption–itonly
exemptsexaminationofthecom-
plainantwhenthecomplainantis
a public servant and is acting in
dischargeofhisofficialduties.

weareseeingindifferentpockets
ofBengalisghastlymurder.There
is bloodbath on the streets of
Bengal,”hesaid.

“...Most disgusting and inhu-
mansightisahaplesswomanbe-
ingbeateninfrontofthepeople.Is
there apolice forcehere?People
areaskingwhoisathiefandwho
is a cop? That difference has
blurred.Criminalisationhastaken
place. Even some IPSofficers are
playing to the gallery... Is there a
policeministerhere?Isitnothis/
her job to see that violence ends
here,”hesaid.Sayingthat“goons
have takenover”, Bosepromised
action.“Thoseresponsibleforthis,
especiallyinthegovernment,will
havetoanswerforthis.Thisisnot
aJungleRaj. Jungle isbetterasno
animal kills for thrill. This is the
onlyplacewhereyoukillforthrill.
This cannot go on. This has to
stop,”hesaid.

TheNational Human Rights
Commission(NHRC)hasalso is-
sued notices to the state's Chief
SecretaryandDirectorGeneralof
Police, seeking a detailed report
in one week. “It (the report)
should include the status of the
police investigation in themat-
ter, health status of the victims
andmedical treatment, if any,
provided to them. The
Commissionwould also like to
knowaboutthestepstaken/pro-
posed to be taken by the state
government toensure that such
incidents of violation of the hu-
manrightsofthecitizens,bypo-
litically protected goons, do not
recur,” theNHRCsaid.

The Commission stated that
“giventhegravityofthematter”,it
had decided to send its team to
Uttar Dinajpur for a “spot en-
quiry”. “The reported cruel and
disgraceful act of themiscreants

in the instant incidentwithout
any fear of law indicates that the
state authorities havenot learnt
any lessons, neither from the
shamefulincidentsthatoccurred
in thepast nor fromthe concern
raisedbyus,”theNHRCobserved.

The incident is reported to
havetakenplaceata“salishisabha
(kangaroo court)” on June 28.
Police lodgedasuomotucaseaf-
ter a purported video clip of the
assaultwas circulated on social
media.Themanwhoappearedto
beleadingtheassaultwasidenti-
fiedasHossain.

“Acasehasbeeninitiatedun-
derIPCSections323,325,354,307,
34.Thesectionsarerelatedtoat-
tempttomurder,assaultwiththe
intent tooutrage themodestyof
woman,voluntarilycausinggriev-
oushurtandcommonintention,”
a senior police officer said on
Monday.
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IN REMEMBRANCE
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Corps of Signals salutes Signallers who left us for their
heavenly abode during themonth of Jun 2024.
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TO EXPEDITEwork on the AAP
Delhi government’s flagship
‘Mahila SammanRashi’ scheme,
WomenandChildDevelopment
(WCD)MinisterKailashGahlotdi-
rectedthedepartmentto“putup
a draft cabinet note” within a
week.Thedepartmentisyettodo
so,citingtechnicalities.

The scheme,which aims to
provide every eligible woman
over18yearsanhonorariumofRs
1,000 amonth,was among the
topannouncementsmadeduring
the 2024Delhi Budget ahead of
theLokSabhapolls.Rs2,000crore
wasallocatedtoit.

Inanotedated June21 to the
Secretary of the WCD depart-
ment, Gahlot wrote, “In the
budget speech for the financial
year 2024-25, the Finance
Minister, Government of NCTof
Delhi, hadannounceda scheme,
‘MukhyaMantriMahilaSamman
Yojana’, for the year 2024-25.
Underthisscheme,everywoman
above the ageof 18yearswill be
eligible to receive Rs 1000/- per
month. Thedepartmenthasnot
sofarputupanyproposal/cabinet

note for implementation of the
scheme.”

“It is directed that a Draft
CabinetNotebeputupwithinthis
week,”saidtheministerfurther.

TheWCDdepartmenthasyet
toputupaproposal or a cabinet
note,saidsources.

SpeakingtoTheIndianExpress,
Gahlotsaid,“TheMahilaSamman
Rashischemeisaveryprogressive
scheme forwomen empower-
ment. I have given directions to
the department to expedite the
work andputupaproposal so it
canbe circulated todifferentde-
partments for comments. Once
the Cabinet approves it, the
processtoimplementthescheme

can be started by the depart-
ment.”

Askedwhy theproposalwas
notdrafted,aseniorWCDofficial
said it is not an easy process: “...
Weneedtocreateguidelinesand
criteria onwhoall are eligible to
benefitfromthescheme...”

This includes deciding if the
schemeshouldbebasedonresi-
denceordomicile.“... Itshouldn’t
be the case that anyone living in
Noida or Ghaziabad comes to
Delhiandgets themoney...,” said
theofficial, adding, “Wehave re-
quested theminister for ameet-
ing on July 3 to discuss the
scheme...”

The minister said that he
would check if he had received
anysuchrequestfromthedepart-
ment.

Announcing the scheme in
March, CMArvindKejriwal had
saidthatallwomenagedabove18
yearsexcludingtaxpayers,benefi-
ciaries of government pension
schemes and government em-
ployees, will be eligible for the
scheme.Seniorgovernmentoffi-
cials had earlier hinted that the
AAPgovernment’spollpromiseis
likely tobe stuckwith theCM in
jail. The CM is the head of the
Cabinet.

TREEFELLING INRIDGE

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

ONTHEday that ameeting of a
panelformedtolookintotheal-
legationsof illegal tree felling in
the Ridge was to be held, the
principal secretary of
EnvironmentandForestdepart-
ment questioned the legality of
thecommitteeanditsformation.

The principal secretary of
EnvironmentandForest, inalet-
tertotheLtGovernorVKSaxena,
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
and Environment Minister
GopalRai,saidthatthecommit-
teecomprisingministersAtishi,
Saurabh Bharadwaj and Imran
HussainwasformedonSaturday
without the orders of Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal.The
committeehadcalledseniorof-
ficersofthegovernment,includ-
ing the principal secretary of
Environment and Forest, AK
Singh, for themeeting.

Last week, the Supreme
Court had asked the DDA Vice
Chairman to inform it whether
the Lt Governor had visited the
siteanddirectedcuttingoftrees.
Thebenchcited thereportof an
Enquiry Committee set up by
DDAtoinvestigatewhoordered
thetreefelling.Itsaidemailssent
purportedlybytheexecutiveen-
gineertothecontractorshowed
that theL-Ghadgiventheorder
buttheengineerdeniedsending
theemails.

Sources in the government
said that the report for the de-
partment, soughtbyRaihasnot
beensubmittedyet.

Inhisletter,Singhwrotethat
the formationof thecommittee

could be seen as contempt of
court since the Supreme Court
hasalreadyconstitutedaninde-
pendentfact-findingcommittee
for thepurpose. “…constituting
anothercommittee(inthename
of fact finding) when the apex
court is already seized of the
matter, isnotonly improperbut
mayalso invite contemptof the
court for interfering in the judi-
cialprocessof factfindinginthis
matter,”hewrote.

He also claimed that the
committeewasformedinviola-
tion of provisions of the
Transaction of Business of the
GovernmentofNationalCapital
TerritoryofDelhiRules sincehe
wasbeingaskedtoreport tothe
Urban Development minister
(Bharadwaj) without any ex-
pressed orders from the Chief
Minister.Kejriwal iscurrentlyin
judicial custody in connection
with theexcisepolicycase.

“Itmayalsobenotedthatthe
Environment and Forestminis-
ter is not even amember of the

committee…The committee is
nothing but a 'Group of
Ministers' which has not been
constituted by the Cabinet
(CouncilofMinisters)... Thesaid
fact-findingcommitteehasbeen
constitutedunderthesignatures
of SaurabhBharadwaj,UDmin-
ister,without anydueauthority
or sanction from the Council of
Ministers,”hewrote.

This is not the first time that
the absenceof theCMhasbeen
cited as an impediment in gov-
ernance.

Earlier, the L-Ghad said that
theMayoral elections couldnot
be held without consultation
withKejriwal.

Sources in theDelhi govern-
ment, meanwhile, stated that
the letter shows that therewas
“pressure”onofficers tonot ap-
pear before the committee.
“Some higher ups do not want
thetruthtocomeoutandsome-
oneatthetopisscaredofgetting
exposed,” a government source
said.

Forest secy: Govt panel
withministers as its
members flouts rules

TheSupremeCourthad lastweekquizzedtheDDAover the
fellingof trees intheprotectedRidgearea. Archive

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

FOR THE second time, Delhi’s
RouseAvenueCourtMondaydis-
missedanapplicationmovedby
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal,whoiscurrentlyinjudi-
cial custody in themoney laun-
dering and corruption cases
linkedtotheexcisepolicy“scam”,
seekingadditionalmeetingswith
hislawyersviavideoconference.

Kejriwal had alleged that he
had30-35casespendingagainst
him due to which he required
consultations and discussions
with his lawyers. “The applica-
tion under consideration dis-
closes no new/fresh ground to
take a view different from the
earlier order dated 10.04.2024
(whenKejriwal’ssimilarapplica-
tionwasdismissed),”saidSpecial
JudgeKaveriBawejainherorder.

Meanwhile, the Delhi High
Court will hear on Tuesday the

CM’s plea challenging his arrest
by theCBI in theallegedcorrup-
tioncaserelatedtotheexcisepol-
icy, and the trial court’s June 26
order by which he was re-
mandedtotheagency’scustody
forthreedays.Thematterislisted
before a single-judge bench of
JusticeNeenaBansalKrishna.

A Delhi court Saturday sent
Kejriwalbacktojudicialcustody
till July 12 as his three-day CBI
custodyendedintheexcisepol-
icycase.OnWednesday,hewas

sent to CBI custody (the same
day that he was formally ar-
rested by the agency) for three
days, a day after he was ques-
tioned by the central agency in
Tihar Jail in the corruption case
linked to theexcisepolicy.

TheHighCourtMondaydis-
missedthebailpleasofBRSlegis-
lator K Kavitha, in two cases of
corruption andmoney launder-
inglinkedtotheexcisecase.

Asingle-judgebenchofJustice
SwaranaKantaSharmasaid,“Itis

hearteningtonotethattheappli-
cant, Smt K Kavitha, is a highly
qualifiedandwell-accomplished
person, havingmade significant
contributions to politics and so-
cialworkasenlistedbyherinher
pleadings.Thesamewerenotdis-
putedbyinvestigatingagencies...
However,whiledecidingpresent
bail applications, though this
Courtmay appreciate these ac-
complishments, it cannot lose
sight of serious allegations lev-
elledbytheprosecution...”

Court denies CM additional meetings with lawyers via video

Withdraw order
on transfer of
teachers: Atishi
NewDelhi: EducationMinister
Atishi has instructed the educa-
tion secretary to immediately
withdrawthe recentmandatory
transfer orders for teacherswho
haveservedinthesameschoolfor
over10years,astatementsaidon
Monday.

Accordingtotheofficialstate-
ment,thedirectivefollowstheis-
suanceofcompulsorytransferor-
ders by the Directorate of
Education(DoE)withoutthemin-
ister’sapproval,promptingback-
lash from the teaching commu-
nity.Adelegationofteachersmet
AtishiMondaytosubmitamem-
orandum. Responding to this,
Atishiemphasisedthe“detrimen-
tal impact” such transfers could
haveon theunique teacher-stu-
dent relationships built over
theyears.

Sheunderscored the impor-
tanceofmaintaining stable edu-
cational environments, noting
that administrative decisions
shouldnotunderminemoraleof
teachers,thestatementsaid.PTI

THECITY 3WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Mahila Samman scheme: Gahlot
seeks to expedite proposal, WCD
department says not so simple

Women&ChildDevelopment
MinisterKailashGahlot
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ARNABJITSUR
NEWDELHI, JULY1

ALITTLEaftermidnightonSunday,
PankajKumar,23,wasmanninga
stall sellingmangoes under the
foot over-bridgenearNewDelhi
RailwayStation.Hewas filling in
forhisbrotherMithoon,whohad
gonebacktotheirvillageinPatna
forafewdays.ADelhiPoliceofficer
started shooting a video of the
shop, one among several others
liningtheroad,askingthemnotto
encroach onthepublicpathway,
saidPankaj.

Withinafewminutes,anFIR
wasfiledagainstPankaj,making
him the first person in the
Capital to face action under the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
2023, thenewcriminal lawthat
came intoeffecton July1.

According to police, the FIR
waslodgedagainstKumarunder
Section 285 of BNS, which per-
tains todangerorobstruction in
publicwayor lineofnavigation.

Later in the day, at a press
briefing, Union HomeMinister
AmitShahclarifiedthecasewas
not the first to be lodged in the
country under BNS, adding it
was “quashed” by Delhi Police
afterdueconsideration.“... inthe
matteragainstthestreetvendor,
thesaidprovisionhasbeenused
earliertooandit isnotnew...po-
lice has quashed thematter af-

ter seeking the provision of re-
view,”he told reporters.

DCP(Central)HarshVardhan
didnotrespondtorequestsfora
comment.

Sub-Inspector KartikMeena
ofKamlaNagarPoliceStation,the
investigating officer in the case,
saidhewaspatrollingonJune30
when he saw a person selling
mangoesinastallnearthepublic
bathroom. “Hewas sellingman-
goesaftersettinguphisstall,apart
fromwater, cigarette and other
items, hence, creating encroach-
menttothepathandblockingthe
public’sway...Hewastoldrepeat-
edlytoremovethestallonthesaid
day.However,hedidnotabideby

thedirections,”theFIRsaid.
A senior officer said Pankaj

wasnotarrested,addinghewas
called to the KamlaMarket sta-
tion to check his identity docu-
ments,afterwhichhewasletoff.

Meanwhile,MithoonKumar
Yadav,30,Pankaj’selderbrother,
toldTheIndianExpress,“I’vebeen
setting up the stall at the same
place since 2007. There are sev-
eralotherstallsinthearea,butno
casewas lodgedagainst them...”

He further said, “The officer
(who shot the video) didnot tell
himanything else and suddenly
left... a little later, all stallswere
clearedbypolice,citingencroach-
mentonpublicpath...”

PRAGYNESH&
ARNABJITSUR
NEWDELHI, JULY1

ACOUPLEofminutesbeforemid-
night on June30, the Seelampur
policestationwasrelativelycalm.
Attheentrance,theInvestigation
Officer(IO)andsub-inspectordis-
cussedthenittygrittyofacase—
possiblySeelampur’slastcaseun-
dertheoldcriminalcodes—with
afewpeople.

“We have just registered a
caseundertheIndianPenalCode.
Andjustafter15minutes,every-
thingwillberegisteredunderthe
BNS,”saidapoliceofficer.

At 12 amon July 1, the three
new criminal laws— Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), the
Bharatiya Nagrik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS), and the
Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam
(BSA)— came into effect across
thecountry,precededbyweeks
of training and tests for the po-
liceforce.Theselawsreplacethe
Indian Penal Code (IPC), 1860,
the Criminal Procedure Code
(CrPC), 1973, and the Indian
EvidenceAct,1872,respectively.

Back at the police station, at
8.30 am, officers received their
first complaint under the new
laws. The complainant was
Rohtash, a30-year-old labourer
andaresidentofa jhuggi inNew
Seelampur. Hewas shot in the
armat60FootaRoadbytwoun-
knownpersons.

The victim claimed the two
accused were intoxicated and
passed comments at him, lead-
ing to an altercation. Rohtash
said theaccusedaskedhispart-
nerwhether he should kill him
andtookoutacountrypistol, fir-
ingathisarm.

At8.47am, the station’s first
FIR is registered under sections
109(1)and3(5)oftheBNS,2023.
Thesecorrespondtosections25
and27of theArmsAct, 1959.

Twenty kilometres away, at
Sagarpurpolice station, apolice
officersaiditwouldtaketimeto
rememberallsectionsunderthe

new system. “We know the old
ones. But now, wewill have to
getitcheckedbytheIOtoensure
everything is fine.”

“Right now, there will be
someproblems.LikethisCCTNS
(Crime and Criminal Tracking
Network & Systems) website.
Since it has been updatedwith
the new set of laws, it has been
misrepresenting the number of
pendingcases,” sheadded.

The last case registered at
Sagarpurundertheoldcriminal
lawswasunderIPCsections380
and457whichpertains to theft
and trespassing. Under BNS, it
would be sections 305 and
331(4) respectively.

At Palampolice station, offi-
cerswerestillhandlingcasesreg-
istered under the old criminal
code.ThelastIPCcaseregistered
was under Section 375, which

defines rape. Its corresponding
BNSsection,63,wouldhavebeen
applicableincasetheoffencewas
reportedafter June30.

Officers at the police station
said under the new set of laws,
coordination will be the key.
“Now,forensicexpertswillbein-
volved in cases which have a
punishmentofoversevenyears.
If there is an understanding be-
tween them and the police, it
willwork. Itwillbeamoreswift
system.Elsetherewillbeissues,”
saidanofficer.

According to senior officers,
around 20 FIRs under the new
laws have been lodged across
police stations.

Training continues
Meanwhile,policepersonnel

acrossdistrictsarestillundergo-
ing training sessions to adapt to

new techniques of lodging FIRs
andrecordingevidence.

Saidanofficer,“Someofficers
arestillnotwell-versedwiththe
new laws and how to record
videosduringanincident.Thisis
why last-minute training ses-
sionsarebeingconductedatdif-
ferentpolice stations.”

AnofficeratRKPurampolice
stationsaidpolicepersonnelare
still beingbriefedon the imple-
mentation process. “The SHO
andeventhedistrictDCPareout
today fora session.”

Are there any challenges?
There are some, a few officers
admitted.

Several IOs The Indian
Expressspoketothroughoutthe
day said that recording videos
on their phones, pertaining to
seizuresorof acrimescene, isa
task due to lack of technologi-

cal know-how.
An investigating officer of

Nihal Vihar Police Station said,
“Therewas some confusion on
whetherwe have to record the
incident too apart from video-
graphingthesearchandseizure
process in a case... Inspector-
level officers have been sta-
tioned at the Delhi Police
Headquarters, and even at DCP
offices,totroubleshootanysuch
queryand I sought their aid.”

“There won’t be a problem
withregisteringcases.Wehave
thechartwherecorresponding
sectionsofBNSandBNSSto IPC
and CrPC are given. It is when
we apply it on the ground that
wewillget toknowthecompli-
cations. Of course, making
videos is not easy either,” said
an officer at Kapashera police
station.
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First FIR under BNS in Delhi
against vendor, matter settled

Day1off toasmoothstartatcitypolice
stations,20FIRs filedundernewlaws

SAMANHUSAIN
NEWDELHI, JULY1

GREENISHWATERisspreadasfar
astheeyecansee,lappingagainst
sandstoneheadstones; a bright-
pink chadar, probably placedby
someoneon the gravestoneof a
reveredsoul,floatsabout;anum-
berofgravesaredamaged:Thisis
thesceneatthePanjPeeranceme-
teryMondayevening,fourdaysaf-
ter record-breaking rainfall sub-
mergedseveralpartsoftheCapital.

Among the places that was
inundatedinthefloodwaterwas
this graveyard in Nizamuddin
area, situated next to the
Barapullah drain. The premises
aresaid tobe700yearsold.

Syed Kashif Nizami, one of
the caretakers (peer) of the
graveyard,whohas beenwork-
inghereforthelast40years,said
he has never seen suchwater-
loggingbefore.

“This was the first time that
wehavehadtoencountersome-
thinglikethis.Thewaterwillstill
takemany days to empty out...
there are countless graves here.
Graves of generations of people
have been destroyed due to the
floods,” said Nizami, who be-
longs to the silsila (order)of Sufi
saintHazratNizamuddinAuliya.

“Ihavebeenmakingattempts
to remove thewater for thepast
twodaysnow. I somehowman-
aged to deploy twopumps that
areperiodicallybeingusedforthe
last24hourswithabreakof one
hourinbetweenforthemachine
tocooldown...Ihavemembersof
myownfamilyburiedoverhere...
everyonewholivesnearthisplace
has someone they love buried
here,” says Farhad Suri, former
MCDMayor,whowasseenwad-
ingthroughthemurkywater.

Theonslaughtof floodwater
did not spare the trees at the
graveyardeitherwiththeirroots
being waterlogged; broken
branches could be seen floating
in thewater.

Anumberof gravestones too
haveshiftedfromtheirplace.The
boundaryfenceofthegraveyard,

whichfacestheBarapullahdrain,
is damp and bearsmarks from
theflooding.Theentrygateisen-
crustedwith debris. Paths that
onceguidedvisitorsthroughthe
cemeteryareinvisible.

Amongthepeopleburiedat
the graveyard are several from
foreign countries who came to
Delhi formedical treatment.

“People come here from
Somalia, Afghanistan and
Uzbekistan, apart from other
parts of the country such as
Kashmir and Bihar, for treat-
mentatAIIMS.Oncetheir loved
onespassaway, theyburythem
here.Sincethefamilymembers
live far away, there is no one
to take care of their graves
now,” says Mohammad Taha,
another caretaker from the
Nizamuddin silsila.

RRTSwaste being
dumped in Barapullah
drain:Mayor Oberoi

DelhiMayorShellyOberoion
Monday attributed the water-
logging in Central and South
Delhitoblockeddrains.Shesaid
debris from construction of
Regional Rapid Transit System
(RRTS)wasbeingdumpedinthe
Barapullahdrain.

“I visited (several places) to
investigate thewaterlogging is-
sue and it turns out that it’s due
toablockageinthedraincaused
bydebrisdumped in thedrain,”
Oberoi statedonX.

“I wrote to the Union
Minister of Housing & Urban
Affairs, requesting urgent re-
movalof thehugeamountofde-
bris/malba in Barapullah drain

due to the construction of RRTS
nearby.”

Besides, in a letter to
Manohar Lal Khattar, Union
Minister of Housing and Urban
Affairs, Oberoi wrote, “Due to
this constructionwork, a lot of
debris/malba and construction
material goes to Barapullah
drain, making it filthy and
thereby creating obstruction in
thedrain.”

Meanwhile, Puneet Vats,
spokesperson of the National
Capital Region Transport
Corporation (NCRTC), which is
executingtheRRTSproject,said,
“RRTSconstructionatSaraiKale
Khanis inadvancedstages.C&D
(construction and demolition)
waste isdisposedof regularly in
a systematic manner during
RRTS construction. Subsequent
to the recent unprecedented
rainfall, NCRTC took proactive
action to clear thedrain in close
coordinationwiththecivicagen-
cies and is providing all sorts of
assistancewherever necessary.
Siteengineershavebeenadvised
to work in tandemwith these
agencies for cleaningof drain.”

ScenesatPanjPeeran
graveyardinNizamuddin,
situatednexttothe
Barapullahdrain.SamanHusain

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

AGROUPof students at Ashoka
University staged aprotest dur-
ing the convocation ceremony
heldrecently,challengingthein-
stitution’s partnershipwith Tel
Aviv University amid the ongo-
ing Israel-Palestineconflict.

DonningArabattireanddis-
playingpro-Palestinianplacards
onSaturday, thedemonstrators
voiced their discontent with
“Ashoka’scontinuedassociation
with the Israeli institution”.

Responding to the develop-
ment, Ashoka University
Monday said it doesnot believe
in curtailing the freedom of its
students even as it added that
the act does not represent the
viewsof thevarsity.

Theprotest stemmed froma
petition sent by the Student
Governmenttotheuniversityad-
ministrationinMay,urgingforthe
severance of ties with Tel Aviv
University.Thepetitioncitedcon-
cernsover the situation inGaza,
stating,“Wecallupon...(to)imme-
diately suspendall existing aca-
demicandresearchcollaborations
withTelAviv(and)refrainfromen-
teringintoanynewagreements.”

However,theadministration
rejectedtherequest,prompting
the graduation day demonstra-
tionamonth later.

A student,who graduated at

the ceremony andwas among
the protesters, said, “Approx-
imately10-15 students fromthe
Young India Fellowship pro-
gramme,Ashoka’s postgraduate
diploma course, participated in
theprotest. Theydisplayedplac-
ardswhilewearingkeffiyehs.”

Anotherstudentsaid,“Itwas
a moral imperative of me as a
studenttousewhateverspaceis
available forme(toprotest).”

In a statement, Ashoka
Universitysaid,“AshokaUniversity
is committed to theprinciple of
freedomofspeechandexpression,
anddoesnotbelieve incurtailing
thisfreedomforanyindividualor
groupthat ispartof ourcommu-
nity.However,theviewsofanyin-
dividual or group within the
Ashokacommunitydonotrepre-
senttheviewsoftheUniversity.”

The statement further read:
“Ashokaoperatesontheprinciple
ofinstitutionalneutrality,inkeep-
ingwith thebest global conven-
tions.Hence, theuniversitydoes
nottakeanypoliticalpositionsor
apply thesepositions to existing
relationshipsandpartnerships.”

OnFriday,Delhi sawitshighestdailyrainfall in88years for
June.PraveenKhanna

Ashoka univ students
protest against tie-up
with Tel Aviv varsity
Notourstand, saysmanagement

Policeofficerssetupahoarding informingthepublicabout thenewlawsatConnaughtPlacepolicestation.PraveenKhanna

SHAHDARA:Caseof
mobile theftwas lodgedat
GTBEnclavepolicestation.
Thecomplainantsaidhe
cametoTahirpur inan
autorickshawandwhen
hegotout, thedriverasked
forhismobilephone.The
complainantgavehis
phonetothedriver,who
madeoffwith it.Acase

underSection303(2)of
BNSwas lodged
OUTERDELHI:Accident
case lodgedatNihalVihar
policestationunder
sections106(1)pertaining
todeathof anypersonby
rashornegligentactand
281pertainingtorash
andnegligentdrivingof
theBNS

OTHER FIRs LODGED

ANOTHERone lodgedinthedistrictpertains toacaseof
encroachmentatMongolpuri, lodgedundersection285
ofBNSpertainingtocausingdangerorobstruction in
publicwayor lineofnavigation

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

THE UNPRECEDENTED torren-
tial rainfall in Delhi last Friday
wasnotduetoacloudburst,clar-
ified the India Meteorological
Department (IMD)Monday.

In a statement, the IMD said
on June 28, the Safdarjung
Observatorysawrainfallof148.5
mmbetween 2.30 am and 5.30
am and 74.4mmbetween 5.30
amand8.30am,outof a totalof
228.1mm. Thiswas thehighest
dailyrainfall in88yearsforJune,
as per the department’s 1901-
2023records.

ThePalamstationreporteda
total of 106.6mmof rainfall out
ofwhich75.4mmwasbetween
2.30 and 5.30 am and 13.6mm
wasbetween5.30 and8.30 am.
Both stations recorded more
thanhalf theday’srainfall injust
threehours.

IMD chief Mrutyunjay
Mohapatra said, “These do not
warranttobedeclaredascloud-
bursts, but itwas very close to a
cloudburst.”

The IMD defines a cloud-
burst as an extreme amount of
precipitation in a short period
(rainfall of 100mm ormore in

an hour) which is rare as it oc-
curs mainly because of oro-
graphic lift. In simple words, it
refers to situationswhenmoist
airascendsoverelevatedterrain
resulting in sudden condensa-
tionandprecipitation.

Mohapatra also referred to
observations at the Lodhi Road
station as well as it logged 64
mm of rainfall between 5 am
and6amand89mmbetween6
amand7am.

Initsstatement,theIMDalso
saidthe impactof theheatwave
wasveryhighinthesecondhalf
of May and in June. Therewere
10to18above-normalheatwave
daysobservedacrossNorthwest
India, includingDelhi-NCR, and
adjoiningCentralandEastIndia.

TheSouthwestmonsoonad-
vanced entirely into Delhi on
June 28. Regarding the active
monsoon conditions, IMD offi-
cialssaiditwilllikelypersistover
NorthwestIndiaduringthenext
four-fivedays.

Therehasbeennosignificant
rainfall observed in the Capital
since lastweek, except for scat-
teredshowersinafewplaces,as
per theweatherbulletin.

The city remains on orange
alert for Tuesday and
Wednesday.

‘Delhi downpour not
due to a cloudburst
but was close to one’

IMDCLARIFIES

DHEERAJMISHRA
NOIDA, JULY1

FIVEMENwho allegedly fabri-
cateddocumentstohelppeople
get bail were the first to be ar-
rested and booked under the
new Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS)byGautamBuddhaNagar
policeMonday.

The five men are Varun
Sharma (29), Ejaz (25), Ismail
(50), Birbal (47) and Naresh
Chand(48).“Thegroupusedfab-
ricated documents such as fake

Aadhaar cards and stamps to
help the accused be released
from jail after the court granted
thembail. They used to provide
surety or act as guarantors in
these cases. In return, the ac-
cusedusedtogivethemmoney,”
saidapoliceofficer.

An FIR under BNS sections
318(4)[cheating],338(forgeryof
valuablesecurityorwill),336(3)
[forgeryforpurposeofcheating],
340(2)[usingasgenuineaforged
document] and 3(5) [common
intention]hasbeenregisteredat
Surajpurpolicestation.

Similarly, the first FIR regis-
tered in Ghaziabad under BNS
was against a man caught al-
legedlyenteringahousefortheft
andassaultingaperson.Policear-
restedtheaccused,Mudsim,and
anFIRunderBNSsections115(2)
(causing hurt) and 305 (theft in
dwellinghouseetc.)wasfiled.

Till 5 pm, Ghaziabad Police
registered8FIRsunderIPCasthe
crimestookplaceSundayorear-
lier,when theold lawwas still in
place,and8underBNS.InGautam
BuddhaNagar,onecaseunderthe
newlawwasfiledtill5pm.

Gang that fabricated bail documents, a theft
case: First FIRs in GB Nagar and Ghaziabad

New Delhi: Delhi women and
child development minister
KailashGahlotMonday said the
women’s helpline 181, which
was operational till June 30 and
was being run by the Delhi
CommissionforWomen(DCW),
will now be run by his depart-
mentandwon’tbefunctionalfor

a few days. He said the central
government plans to make it
mandatoryforthehelplinetobe
run by the Department of
WomenandChildDevelopment.

The post of the DCW chief
hasbeenlyingvacantsinceSwati
MaliwalwasnominatedtoRajya
Sabhaby theAAP.PTI

Broken graves, dislodged headstones:
Centuries-old cemetery is inundated

Gahlot: DCW-operated women’s
helpline 181 to be run by govt

AshokaUniversity.Express
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Kharge attacks PM,
RSS in Rajya Sabha,
remarks expunged
‘Disappointednothing inPresident’s
speechforpoor,Dalitsandminorities’

ASADREHMAN
NEWDELHI, JULY1

LEADER OF Opposition in the
Rajya SabhaMallikarjunKharge
hit out at Prime Minister
NarendraModionMondayforhis
pollspeechesandalsolevelledal-
legations against the Rashtriya
SwayamsevakSanghbutmostof
his remarkswere expunged by
ChairmanJagdeepDhankhar.

TheChairmanalsodefended
theRSS,callingitanorganisation
engagedinworkingforthenation.

During his speech in the
Upper House on theMotion of
Thanks to the President's ad-
dress, Khargewas also engaged
in an exchangewith the leader
of theHouseJPNadda,whosaid
the Congress leader had no
knowledge about the RSS and
whatever hewas saying about
theorganisationwasregrettable.

Kharge also demanded the
Agniveer Scheme be scrapped.
He said themorale of the youth
has been destroyed by bringing
an“unplannedscheme”.

At the beginning of his
speech, Kharge said the speech
of the President's address was
writtenbythegovernment.“The
governmenthadtomakeitavi-
siondocument.Itwasimportant
to tell how challenges will be
overcome. But, there was no
suchcontent.”

“Wewereconfident that the
President would keep some
points on the challenges to the
Constitutionanddemocracyand
that a strongmessagewouldbe
given for theweakest sections.
Wewereseriouslydisappointed
that there was nothing for the
poor,Dalits, Backwardsandmi-

norities,”Khargesaid.
KhargesaidthePMwhoused

to target coalition governments
in the past is now forced to run
onebecauseof thepeople’swill.
“What shouldwe call you now
thatyouhaveformedacoalition
government,”askedKharge.

Khargesaidinthelastdecade,
Parliamentary institutions and
rules“havebeenweakened"and
theOppositionhasbeenignored.
“Intheir(BJP's)thinking,theyhad
a Parliament with no
Opposition…If theydidn’thave
the thinking, thepost of Deputy
Speakerwouldn’thavebeenva-
cant inthe17thLokSabha…”

“In this Rajya Sabha the PM
hadsaid,thumpinghischest,that
‘ek akela sab pe bhari’ (one is
dominantagainstall)...Theelec-
tionresultshaveshownthat the
people and the Constitution are
dominant on all. In democracy,
thereisnoplaceforarrogantslo-
gans,” saidKharge towhich slo-
gansof“Modi,Modi”wereraised
bytherulingpartymembers.

TheCongress leadersaidthe
PM has said that people don’t
want slogans,but substance.

The ongoing violence in
Manipur also featured in
Kharge’sspeech.“Housesarebe-
ing ruined, women and people
are being targeted. You should
havegoneat least foronedayto
Manipur…Whydidn’tyougoto
Manipur?” “Sabka saath, sabka
vikas? You stood by a few, and
developedafew.Youruinedthe
poor. All these slogans.What is
thereality?Thecountryknows,”
saidKharge.

He said that the Lok Sabha
polls “were in thewords of the
commonpeople an election for
breaking thearrogance”.

PROTEST AT HOUSE
Opposition INDIA blocMPsprotestatParliamentHouseagainstwhat theycalledmisuseof
investigativeagenciesbytheCentralGovernment. PTI

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

SOON AFTER Rahul Gandhi’s
maiden speech in Lok Sabha as
Leaderof theOpposition(LoP)—
where he launched a no-holds
barredattackontheBJP—Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
EnvironmentMinisterBhupender
Yadav andParliamentaryAffairs
MinisterKirenRijijumetSpeaker
OmBirla to discuss certain con-
tentious issues in the Congress
leader’sspeech, it is learnt.

Thiswas followedbytheBJP
fielding Rijiju, Railways and
Information and Broadcasting
MinisterAshwiniVaishnawand
Rajya Sabha MP Sudhanshu
TriveditorebutGandhi’sallega-
tionsagainst theGovernment.

Together, at a press confer-
ence, the three leaders took on
Gandhi,raisingtheissuesflagged
atthemeetingwithBirla.

AccusingGandhiof“enjoying
power but not taking responsi-
bility”,VaishnawsaidGandhi,as
hisfirsttimeasLoP,hadbehaved
in“ashallowanddramaticman-

ner” and “made extremely irre-
sponsiblestatements”.

“Rahul ji said that under the
Agniveerschemethemartyrsare
not given any compensation.
There is no bigger lie than this.
TodaytheDefenceMinistermade
itclearintheHouseitselfthatun-
derthescheme,martyrsgetRs1
crore compensation,” said
Vaishnaw,addingthiswasnotthe
firsttimethatCongresshadraised
questionsovertheArmy.

OnGandhi’s remarks— that
“those who call themselves
Hindus… are engaged in vio-
lenceandhate”—Vaishnawsaid
the Congress leader hadhumil-
iated the“entirecommunity”.

“Today Rahul Gandhi has
calledtheentireHindusocietyvi-
olentanduntruthful.Hehashu-
miliated the community. Even
this is not new. In 2010, then
HomeMinisterPChidambaram
had called Hindus terrorists. In
2013,thenHomeMinisterSushil
KumarShindehadcalledHindus
terrorists. In 2021, Rahul ji had
said thatHindutva-vadis should
be thrown out of the country,”
Vaishnawsaid.

Meanwhile, the RSS, too,
slammedGandhi’s statement.
“Association of violence with
Hindutvabythoseholdingimpor-
tantpostsinParliamentisveryun-
fortunate. Be it theHindutva of
Vivekananda or that of
(Mahatma)Gandhi, ithasalways
been identifiedwith harmony
and brotherhood. Such com-
mentsonHindutvaarenotgood,”
RSS publicity in-charge Sunil
Ambekarsaidinastatement.

At the press conference, tar-
getingGandhi,Vaishnawsaidthe
Congress leader had notmade

anyconstructivesuggestioninthe
House. “He did not speak about
howNEET can be improved. He
spokeaboutDalits, but 54Dalits
died ina liquor tragedy(inTamil
Nadu), did he speak about
them?”theMinistersaid.

But Vaishnaw reserved his
harshest criticism for Gandhi’s
commentsaboutSpeakerBirlafor
“bowing down” before PM
NarendraModi. “ThewayRahulji
commentedon aConstitutional
post... is very sad. Even this isnot
new.Let’srememberhowhetore
the ordinance of his own

Government... Let’s also remem-
ber how the Constitutional sys-
temofthePrimeMinisterwasrun
through thenon-Constitutional
systemof theNational Advisory
Council((underUPA).Toweaken
Constitutional systems is nature
ofCongress,”Vaishnawsaid.

He also accused Gandhi of
trying to make a misleading
statementonAyodhya. “Acom-
pensation of Rs 1,253 crore has
been given to 4,215 affected
shopkeepers. Shops have even
beenrelocated,”hesaid.

Rijiju said Birla has been re-
questedtoaskGandhitoauthen-
ticate the statements hemade.
“If he (Gandhi) is unable to au-
thenticate, hewill have to apol-
ogise,”Rijiju said.

TrivedialsosuggestedGandhi
express regret. “On January, 20,
thenHomeMinisterSushilKumar
ShindesaidinJaipurthatRSSand
BJPareindulginginviolentactiv-
itiesandrunningtrainingcamps.
When he was questioned in
Parliament,heexpressedregret.I
think learning from Shinde ji,
RahulGandhijishouldexpressre-
gret,”hesaid.

NIKHILAHENRY
NEWDELHI, JULY1

THE OPPOSITION and the gov-
ernment tradedwords over the
motion of thanks on the
President’s address with the
Oppositiontearingintothegov-
ernment telling theBJP that it is
nolongerinmajorityandshould
shed its “arrogance”. The ruling
coalitionmembers,meanwhile,
said that theOpposition should
not indulge in “destructive” de-
batesandcastaspersionsonthe
Constitution.

Tiruchi Siva of the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)
said that it is not a government
of clear majority but of “clear
verdict” against the BJP. It is a
government which has got a
“clearmessage”that“economic
issues aremore important and
thatpeoplehavelostconfidence
in the BJP”. Even religious peo-

plehavediscardedtheBJP’s tac-
tics of mixing religion and poli-
tics, Siva said. Addressing the
coalitionpartnersof theBJP,Siva
saidthathehopesNitishKumar,
who is a crusader of social jus-
tice,wouldpressforacastecen-
sus in IndiaandNChandrababu
Naiduwould remind the BJP of
the importanceof federalstruc-
tureof theConstitution.

Sanjay Singh of AamAadmi
Party(AAP),whoreturnedtothe
House after months-long sus-
pension over breach of parlia-
mentaryprivileges,saidthatBJP
hasbeentargetingleadersof the
Opposition, including Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal,
by using Central investigation
agencies. He also said that the
BJPhasbeendeprivingthestates
ruled by Opposition parties of
theirdueshareof fundsandsup-
port.Everyschemelaunchedby
AAP inDelhi hadbeenopposed
bythepreviousBJPgovernment.

“Areyouagovernmentmeantto
stop (schemes),”heasked.

Manoj Kumar Jha of the
RashtriyaJanataDalsaidthatthe
government had turned the
country into an Orwellian state
orapolice state.

Referring to the presidential
address, Jawhar Sircar of the
Trinamool Congress reminded
the House that while India has

thefifthlargestGDPintheworld,
India’srankinginper-capitaGDP
isat120intheglobalorderwith
each person earning just 2,400
USD. Sircar said that only a few
industrialistshavegainedwealth
during the past ten years of the
BJPrule.“Inequalityhasreached
insane proportions,” he said.
Sircar accused the BJP of “espe-
cially targeting”WestBengalby

depriving the state of Rs 1.71-
lakh crore funds. He also said
new criminal lawswhich came
into effect on July 1 havemany
draconian provisions. Bharat
Nyay Sanhita (BNS) can make
any formof writing and speech
an act of terrorism, he said,
adding,anyformofpoliticalop-
position including fasting has
been criminalised under the
newcriminal laws.

Communist Party of India’s
MP Binoy Viswam said the BJP
had failed to honour the
President on two occasions –
during the inauguration of the
newParliamentbuildingandthe
Pran Pratishta at the Ram
TempleinAyodhya.“Wherewas
thePresidentduringtheseocca-
sions?”Viswamasked.“Wasshe
deniedentrybecause shewas a
tribal woman, woman or
widow?” Viswam asked, soon
after accusing theBJPof follow-
ing only one ‘Veda’ – the

Manusmriti which denies free-
domforwomen.

John Brittas of the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist), meanwhile, said that
theBJPgovernmenthasdisman-
tled the media in the country.
“Bulldozerhasbecomethesym-
bol of BJP. It is better if they re-
place the ‘kamal’ symbol with
bulldozer,”Brittas said.

Meanwhile, supporting the
government, Praful Patel of
NationalistCongressParty(NCP)
said that the Opposition was
only bent on casting aspersions
that the Constitution is under
threat. “The Constitution is not
under any threat. It is the
Constitutionwhichhasenabled
members of this House to be
presenthere,”Patelsaid,adding,
during the 2024 election cam-
paign,effortsweremadetomis-
guidetheSCs,STsandOBCsthat
the Constitution will be
amended.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

ASKINGTHEOppositionwhat it
wanted to achieve by waving
copies of the Constitution, BJP
Hamirpur MP Anurag Thakur
Monday said, “JawaharlalNehru
had finished off the soul of the
Constitutionwiththefirstamend-
ment in 1951 and IndiraGandhi
hadmurdereditwiththeimposi-
tionofEmergencyin1975.”

Lastweekduringoathtaking,
Oppositionmemberswereseen
waving copies of the
Constitution.

Initiating the discussion on
the Motion of Thanks on the
President’sAddressinLokSabha,
Thakur hit out at the Congress,
saying the party had failed to
wineven100seats,whiletheBJP
alone hadmore seats than the
entireINDIAalliance.Hesaidthe

mandate of the2024 Lok Sabha
elections was against the
Opposition’s“politicsof fearand
corruption”.

Seconding the motion, BJP
MP from New Delhi Bansuri
Swaraj, inhermaidenaddressin
the Lok Sabha, hit out at the
Opposition for creating a
“Constitutionalcrisis”inDelhias
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
was running the government
fromjail. “First,Delhiwasstrug-
gling for water and now, with
water....thereisadearthofcom-
petence and talent ... there is a
policyparalysis and lackof gov-
ernance...,” Swaraj said.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

TRINAMOOL CONGRESS MP
MahuaMoitra hit out at theBJP
for expelling her in the last Lok
Sabha session, saying the party
“paid a very heavy price” in the
general elections for throttling
hervoice in theHouse.

Speakingduringadiscussion
on theMotion of Thanks to the
President's address to a joint sit-
ting of Parliament, she accused
thegovernment’sspeechwriters
of “embarrassing” President
DroupadiMurmuwith a speech
thatstatedthatthemandatewas
for a “stable governmentwith a
clearmajority” even though the

rulingpartyhadfallenwell short
ofthemajoritymarkinLokSabha.

Condemning the installation
oftheSengolinParliament,Moitra
called it a “symbolofmonarchy”.
“Parliament this timesawanun-
precedented scene ofmarshals
welcoming the Presidentwith

Sengol in hand. The Sengol is a
symbolof thesupremeauthority
ofamonarch...TheBJPhasnotyet
understood that their 303brute
majority (in 2019 elections) has
beenreducedtoaminorityof240
by loktantra (democracy)... This
newrealityisyettosinkinforthe
treasurybenches,speciallyforthe
speechwritersoftheHonourable
President’saddress,”Moitrasaid.

“This is not a stable govern-
ment. It dependsonmultiple al-
lieswithahistoryofU-turns.The
BJPis32shortof272.Itisgoingto
be a very hard landing for the
treasurybenches,aswasobvious
today.Thereare234warriorsthis
time, firmlyunited,andwehave
walked through fire to walk
throughthesedoors.So,youwill

not be able to shut us up this
time,” she said. Referring to her
expulsion from17th Lok Sabha
over“cash-for-query”allegations,
shesaid:“ThelasttimeIgotupto
speak here, Iwas not allowed to
speak. The rulingparty (BJP)has
paidaveryheavypriceforthrot-
tling the voice of oneMP.Mujhe
baithane ke chakkarmein janata
ne aapke 63 sadasyon ko perma-
nentlybaithadiya(Youtriedtoput
medown, the people put down
63ofyourMPspermanently).”

TheTMCMPsaidmostmem-
bersoftheEthicsCommitteewho
voted to expel her had not re-
turnedtotheHousethistime,but
thepeopleofKrishnanagar“pro-
tectedher theway LordKrishna
protectedDraupadi”.

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, JULY1

LEADEROFtheOppositioninthe
LokSabhaRahulGandhistarted
hismaidenspeech in theHouse
on Monday with a verbal ex-
changewithSpeakerOmBirla.

Speaking on the motion of
thankstothePresidentialaddress,
the Congress leader askedBirla
why he bowed before Prime
MinisterNarendraModiwhenthe
lattershookhandswithhimonhis
electionasthepresidingofficer.

“Speaker sir, there are two
peoplesittinginthatchair.There
is the Speaker of Lok Sabha, the
Speaker of Indian Union, and
thereisMrOmBirla.WhenModi-
jiwentandshookyourhandand
Iwent to shake your hand, I no-
ticed something.When I shook
yourhand,youstoodstraightand
whenModi-ji shook your hand
youboweddown,”Rahulsaid.

To this, Birla said his culture
andvalueshavetaughthimtore-
spectelders.“ThePrimeMinister
istheleaderofthisHouseandmy
culture,myvalues tellme this in
personal life, in public life and
evenonthisseat—bowdownand
salutethosewhoareeldertoyou...
And behave respectfully with
thosewhoareof equal status…I
amsayingthisfromtheChairthat
bowdowntoeldersandifneces-
sary, touch their feet and respect
thosewhoareyoungerthanyou.
Thisisourcultureandvaluesand
Ifollowit,”theSpeakersaid.

Replying,Rahulsaid,“Iaccept
yourpointrespectfullybutIwant
tosaythattheSpeakeristhetallest

figure in this House andwe all
shouldbowdown in front of the
Speaker.”

“This is democracy, and you
aretheleaderof thisHouse.You
shouldnotbowdowninfrontof
anyone,”hesaid,addingthatthe
Speaker is the custodian of the
House.

During his speech, Rahul
held up an image of Lord Shiva,
seeking the Speaker's permis-
siontospeakonit.Birlastopped
him, saying, “You said that the
House should run by rules. As
per the rules of procedure, no
placard or symbol can be dis-
played in theHouse.”

When the Speaker asked
Rahul not to display placards in
the House, the Congress MP
askedwhetherhewasallowedto
show the image of Lord Shiva to
theHouseornot.“There,pictures
of other things can bedisplayed
but not Lord Shiva’s picture,”
Rahul said,pointing towards the
TreasuryBenches.“Thispictureis
in the heart of everyone in the
country,”Rahulsaid.

“Pleaseworshipthem,please
don’t put themon the table like
that,” theSpeaker said.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

AMIDST SPECULATION that he
may be the Opposition’s candi-
date for the post of Deputy
Speaker, Samajwadi Party MP
fromFaizabadAwadheshPrasad
wasonMondaynamedasoneof
the ninemembers of the panel
of chairpersons to help Lok
SabhaSpeakerOmBirla.

Addressing the House on
Monday, Birla said he had se-
lected JagdambikaPal (BJP), P.C.
Mohan(BJP),SandhyaRay(BJP),
Dilip Saikia (BJP), Kumari Selja
(Congress),ARaja(DMK),Kakoli
Ghosh Dastidar (TMC), Krishna
Prasad Tenneti (TDP) and

AwadheshPrasad (SP) asmem-
bersofthepanelofchairpersons.

As per Rule 9 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of
Business in Lok Sabha, “At the
commencementoftheHouseor
fromtime to time... the Speaker
shall nominate from amongst
the members a panel of not
morethan10chairpersons,any-
one of whommay preside over
theHouse in the absence of the
SpeakerandtheDeputySpeaker
when so requested by the
Speakeror, intheabsenceof the
Speaker,bytheDeputySpeaker.”

Awadhesh Prasad defeated
theBJPcandidatefromFaizabad,
theconstituencythatishometo
the Ayodhya Ram Temple. This
ishisfirsttimeasaLokSabhaMP.

VAISHNAW,RIJIJU, TRIVEDI LEADPARTY’SCHARGEONCONGRESSLEADER

BJPcalls Rahul remarks irresponsible,
UnionMinistersmeet LSSpeaker Birla

KirenRijiju,AshwiniVaishnawatParliamentaryLibrary.ANI

Nehru finished off soul
of Constitution, Indira
murdered it, says Anurag

Back in House, Mahua hits out: ‘BJP paid a heavy
price for throttling voice of one MP, lost 63 seats’

Awadhesh in panel of
nine to assist Speaker

Why did Speaker bow
before PM, asks Rahul;
Birla says: ‘My culture,
my values tell me to’

NIAgivesnod,
Rashidtotake
oathonJuly5
New Delhi: The NIA on
Monday gave its consent
to jailed Kashmir leader
SheikhAbdulRashid, also
known as Engineer
Rashid, totakeoathasMP
on July 5. Additional
SessionsJudgeChanderJit
Singhwillpassanorderon
the interim bail plea of
Rashid, who is lodged in
TiharJailinDelhiina2017
terror funding case, on
Tuesday. Hewon the Lok
Sabha elections as an
Independent from J&K’s
Baramullaconstituencyby
a margin of over 2 lakh
votesagainsthisnearestri-
val, National Conference
leaderOmarAbdullah.The
NIA counsel did not op-
poseRashid's plea to take
oathbutsaidheshouldbe
subject to certain restric-
tionssuchasnotspeaking
tothemedia. ENS

Don’tutterextra
wordsbeforeor
afteroath:Birla
NewDelhi: As Lok Sabha
MPs across party lines
raisedslogansaftertaking
oath,SpeakerOmBirlaon
Monday requested all
membersnotto,infuture,
utteranyadditionalwords
beforeorafter theoathas
prescribed in the Third
Schedule of the Consti-
tution. “Takingtheoath is
a Constitutional duty of
MPs. There is a sanctity
anddignity of the oath in
our Constitution. If MPs
use any additionalwords
or sentencesbeforeor af-
ter the oath, it lowers the
dignity of our
Constitution,” he said. He
added that a
Parliamentarycommittee
will also be set up in this
regard, whichwould in-
cludemembers from all
majorparties. ENS

BRIEFLY

EngineerRashid
RSChairmanJagdeepDhankharreactsasLeaderofOpposition
MallikarjunKharge(right)speaksintheHouse.PTI

TMCMPMahuaMoitra
speaks inLokSabha.ANI

InsidetheRajyaSabhaonMonday.ANI

Not a clear majority Govt, shed arrogance: Opp targets BJP in RS

SpeakerOmBirla intheLok
SabhaonMonday.ANI

Hamirpur
MPAnurag
Thakur
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FROMA constable in Karnataka
beingbooked formurderinghis
wife to the kidnapping of a
month-oldbabyinUttarPradesh,
therewereawidearrayof cases
thatwerefiledonthefirstdayof
thenewBharatiyaNyayaSanhita
(BNS), the criminal law that re-
placedthe IPCMonday.

A look at the first cases from
across India.

In Madhya Pradesh, an FIR
wasregisteredunderBNSSection
296 (obscene acts and songs) at
12:16 am at Bhopal’s Hanuma-
nganj police station. In his com-
plaint, Praful Chauhan claimed
that the suspect— identified as
oneRajaaliasHarbhajan—way-
laidhimwhilehewasonhisway
homelateinthenightandbegan
swearing at him. “When I asked
himnot to abuseme, he hurled
even louder abuses and ran
home. Local residents alsowit-
nessedtheincident,”theFIRread.

InDelhi’sKamlaMarketPolice
Station, where a vendor was
bookedunderSection285(dan-
ger or obstruction in publicway
or line of navigation) for selling
hiswaresunderafootbridgenear
theNewDelhiRailwayStation.

Similar FIRswere also regis-
tered inGoaandGujarat.

Accordingtoreports,thefirst
FIR under BNS in Gujarat was

lodged around 1 am at Chiloda
police station in Gandhinagar
against a person named Nikul
Bihola(19)underSection285,for
parking hismotorcycle that ob-
structedpublicmovement.

Likewise, in Goa’sMargao, a
street vendor was booked for
“sellingplasticontheroad”.

In both cases, vendorswere
booked under Section 285 of
BNS (danger or obstruction in
publicwayorlineofnavigation).

Telangana’sfirstFIRunderthe
new criminal codewas filed at
RajendranagarPoliceStationun-
derCyberabadPoliceCommissi-
onerateMondaymorning.

The FIR, filed under BNS
Section 104 (causing death due

to negligence), pertained to the
deathofadriverwhocrashedhis
car into the median on PVNR
Expresswayaround2am.Police
said that the driver, Sai Ganesh,
was speeding towards the air-
port and the car skidded and
overturned, causinghisdeath.

Uttar Pradesh's first twoFIRs
camefromAmrohaand Bareilly.
InAmroha,a48-year-old farmer,
Jagpal Singh,was electrocuted,
leading to a case of negligence
(Section 106) against his neigh-
boursRajveeraliasRajju(48),and
his son Bhup Singh alias Bholu
(29). The state's second FIR per-
tainedtothedisappearanceof a
month-old baby fromaBareilly
hospital. A case of kidnapping

(Section 97) was registered at
Bareilly'sBaradaripolicestation
onthebackof acomplaint from
thebaby's fatherSushilKumar.

Kerala's first FIR was at
Malappuram’s Kondotty police
station, where a 24-year-old
youth, Mahammed Shafi, was
booked for rashdriving (Section
281).Accordingtothepolice,Shafi
wascaughtspeedingatmidnight.

He was also booked under
TheMotorVehiclesAct, 1988.

InChhattisgarh'sKabirdham
district, thefirstcasetoberegis-
tered was under Section 296
(obscenity) and 351 (2) (crimi-
nal intimidation).

The casepertained to a trac-
tor salesman, Itwari Sahdev

Pancheshwar,whoclaimedthat
a customer hurled abuses and
threatenedhimoverasale.

Uttarakhand’s first casewas
registered at Jwalapur Police
Station inHaridwar. In his com-
plaint, the complainant, Bhara-
dwaj, claimed hewas sitting at
RavidasGhat along theGangaat
around1:45 amwhen twouni-
dentified people robbed himof
hisphoneandcashofRs1,400at
knifepoint and shoved him to-
wards the river before fleeing.
Accordingtopolice,acaseofrob-
beryunder Section309 (4) (rob-
bery)waslodgedwithin30min-
utesof receivingthecomplaint.

Himachal Pradesh’s first FIR
pertained to an alleged assault
case andwas registered at the
DhanotuPoliceStationinMandi.
Accordingtothepolice,thecom-
plainantdiscovered“illegalmin-
ing” near his house at around
12:15amandwhenheobjected,
hewasattacked.

A casewas registered under
Sections 126 (2) (wrongful re-
straint),115(2)(voluntarilycaus-
inghurt),352(insultwithintent
toprovokebreachofpeace),and
351 (2) (punishment for crimi-
nal intimidation)of theBNS.

“So far, five FIRs have been
registered under the BNS in the
state,” apoliceofficer said.

Rajasthan’s first case under
BNS pertained to assault and
damaging public property.
According to DGP (State Crime
Records Bureau) Hemant
Priyadarshy, a case under sec-
tions 115(2) (punishment for
voluntarilycausinghurt),126(2)

(wrongful restraint), 324 (4)
(punishment formischief lead-
ing to loss or damage to the
amount of Rs 20,000 to 1 lakh
andsection324(5)(punishment
for mischief leading to loss or
damage of an amount over 1
lakh) was registered at Pali’s
Sadri Police Station Monday
morning.Theincidentallegedly
took place at 7:30 am, and the
FIRwas lodgedat10:22am, the
officer said.

In Jammu and Kashmir, po-
liceregisteredfivecasesindiffer-
entdistricts.While the first case
deals with sections 281 (rash
driving) and 125 (endangering
life or personal safety of others)
andwasregistered inAnantnag,
thesecondonepertainedtoille-
gal mining andwas registered
under sections 303 (theft) and
329(criminal trespass).

Theft caseswere also regis-
tered in Srinagar and Sopore
whilethefifthcasewasregistered
inKulgamfor criminal forceand
assault againstwoman (Section
74)andhurt(Section115).

Karnataka'sfirstFIRwasover
the death of a 60-year-old
woman in a road accident in
Hassan district Mondaymorn-
ing. The woman, a resident of
Halebeedu,wasreturningfroma
pilgrimagetoKashiandAyodhya
withher friendswhen the acci-
dentoccurred.

A case was also registered
against a police constable, ar-
restedforthemurderofhiswife
inHassandistrict.Thisisthefirst
such case in the state under the
newcriminal law.

Frommurder to rash driving, first BNS cases

Aposterof thenewcriminal lawsbeingputupinNewDelhi,Monday.PTI

BHARATIYANYAYASANHITAREPLACES INDIANPENALCODE

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

ONTHE first dayof their imple-
mentation, the threenewcrim-
inal law codes ran into some
teething troubles.

Confusionprevailedoverthe
status of Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate (CMM) and
MetropolitanMagistrate (MM)
Courts since the the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS),whichreplacedtheCrPC,
has omitted references toMM
and only includes the Judicial
Magistrate of First Class and
JudicialMagistrateSecondClass.

Section 17 of the CrPC states
that “theHighCourt shall, in re-
lationtoeverymetropolitanarea
within its local jurisdiction, ap-

point aMetropolitanMagistrate
to be the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrateforsuchmetropolitan
area.Asper theCrPC, townsand
citieswhichhaveapopulationex-
ceeding onemillion are notified
asmetropolitan areas. Although
there is nodifference in powers,
CMMandMMsareappointedby
stategovernmentbynotification
foraperiodofoneyearandMMs
areusuallyassigned

Intheafternoon,theDelhiHC
issuedanotificationdesignating
MMCourtsasJudicialMagistrates.
“In exercise of the powers con-
ferred by sub-section (2) of
Section 9 of Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 and all
other powers enabling them in
this behalf, Hon’ble the Acting
Chief Justice andHon'ble Judges
ofthisCourthavebeenpleasedto

re-designate the existingMagi-
sterial Courts of Chief Metro-
politanMagistrates, Addl. Chief
MetropolitanMagistrates,Metr-
opolitanMagistrates,etc.ofallM-
etropolitanAreas(erstwhile)/Jud-
icial Districts of National Capital
TerritoryofDelhi,”readtheorder.

Therewassomeconfusionon
what happens if the now-re-
placedcriminalcodes areinvoked
afterJuly1,unintentionallyoroth-
erwise. For example, PMLA lists
scheduledoffencesundertheIPC
and theBNShasnotyetbeen in-
cluded.However,sources ingov-
ernmentclarifiedthattheRepeal
and Savings provision in BNS
statesthat“anythingdoneorany
actiontakenundersaidCode(IPC)
shall be deemed to have been
doneor takenunder correspon-
dingprovisionsof theSanhita.”

ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI, JULY1

THE JHARKHAND High Court
Mondaytooksuomotucogniza-
nce of an error in Universal Le-
xisNexiseditionof theBharatiya
NyayaSanhita (BNS)bareact.

A bench of Justices Ananda
Sen and Subhash Chand of the
Jharkhand High Court pointed
outthatinoneoftheeditionsthe
provision for lynching — BNS
section 103(2) — had been
wrongly reproduced.

TheBNShascomeintoeffect
fromMonday.

Section 103 (2) of the new
lawreads:“Whenagroupof five
ormore persons acting in con-
cert commits murder on the
groundofrace,casteorcommu-

nity,sex,placeofbirth, language,
personalbelieforanyothersim-
ilar ground each member of
such group shall be punished
with death or with imprison-
mentfor life,andshallalsobeli-
able to fine.”

However,theLexisNexisver-
sion uses thewords “any other
ground” instead of “any other
similarground”.

Observing that the error
could have “serious conse-
quences”,thebenchdirectedthe
publisher topublish a corrigen-
dum in the national and the re-
gionalnewspapers.

RituKumar, president of the
Jharkhand High Court
Advocates'Association, toldThe
Indian Express: “Wewere called
in the court todeliberate on the
issue.Thebenchhasissuedano-

ticetothepublisherontheerror
whereawordismissing.Theno-
ticewillbeservedtothepublish-
ers foraction.”

JharkhandHighCout lawyer
Mohammad Shabad Ansari,
whohadpreviouslyrepresented
lynchingvictimsinvariouscases,
told The Indian Express that the
words“anyothergrounds”could
mean anything, even property
disputes.

“Whileinlynching,(the2018
Supreme Court) Tehseen
Poonawalla judgmentwill have
a bearing. For example, BNS's
correspondingprovisionsof IPC
153A (promoting enmity be-
tween different groups)will be
added in the FIR, compensation
will be given, and (the case) has
to be tried in fast-track courts,”
hesaid.

Jharkhand HC points out error in
section on lynching in BNS edition

DELHICONFIDENTIAL

FAMILY PHOTO
RAHULGANDHI’smaidenspeechastheLeaderoftheOpposition
intheLokSabhawaskeenlywatchedbyhismotherSoniaGandhi
andsisterPriyankaGandhiVadrafromthevisitor'sgallery.Both
Sonia,whoisnowaRajyaSabhaMP,andPriyanka,whoisallset
tocontesttheLokSabhabypollfromWayanad,tooktheirseats
inthegalleryminutesbeforetheLowerHousemetat2.10pmaf-
ter lunch. They left soonafter Rahul’s speechwasover. Rahul
madeaquickvisittothenewofficeallocatedtohimastheLeader
of theOppositionbefore leaving theParliamentHouse. At the
MakarDwar,hemetSoniaandPriyankaandhuggedthem,their
photoseagerlycapturedbyphotographerswaitingoutside.

FRIENDLY BANTER
DAYSAFTER their heatedexchange in theRajya Sabha, Leader
oftheOppositionMallikarjunKhargeandChairpersonJagdeep
Dhankhar shared lightmomentsduringKharge’s 90-minute-
longspeechontheMotionofThanksonthePresident’saddress.
Beforestartinghisspeech,KhargeinformedtheChairhecould
notstandforlongashislegswerehurting.Tothis,Dhankharsaid
hecouldaddresstheHousewhilesitting.Khargedidn’tagreeto
theideaandsaiddeliveringaspeechwhilesittingisnotthatim-
pactful. Dhankhar agreedwithKharge and said, “Haan,utna
jazbanahihai(yes,it’snotasfiery).”Khargewentontodeliverhis
speechwhile standing, but raised the issueof pain inhis legs
several timeswhenhewas interruptedduring the speechby
rulingpartymembers.Once,heevencomplainedthatitseemed
likehewasbeingmadetodo“uthakbaithak(sit-ups)”.

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, JULY1

PRIMEMINISTERNarendraModi
is set to visit Russia on July 8-9,
followedbyAustriaonJuly9-10,
The IndianExpresshas learnt.An
official announcement is ex-
pectedtobemadethisweek.

Modi’s visits toMoscowand
Viennawill be the first setof bi-
lateral visits in the third termof
hisgovernment.Usually,thefirst
foreign visit by the Indian PM is
to theneighbouringcountries.

WhilethiswillbeModi’sfirst
visit to Russia since the war
started in February 2022, itwill
bethefirstvisitbyanIndianPMto
Austria in 41 years, after Indira
Gandhi in1983.

Thoughdiplomatic relations
between India andAustriawere
established on November 10,
1949, Indira visited Austria in
1983, and the thenAustrianCh-
ancellor, Fred Sinowatz, recipro-
catedwithavisittoIndiain1984.

InNovember1999,thenPre-
sident KR Narayanan made
India’s first state visit toAustria.
The then Austrian President,
HeinzFischer,reciprocatedwith
a state visit in February 2005.
Then President Pratibha Patil
alsomadeastatevisit toAustria
inOctober4-7,2011.

In his first term,Modi held a
bilateralmeetingwith thenAus-
trianChancellorChristianKernin
St Petersburgon June2, 2017, on
the sidelines of St Petersburg
InternationalEconomicForum.In
his second term,Modimet then
Austrian Chancellor, Alexander
Schallenberg,onOctober30,2021,
onsidelinesofCOP-26inGlasgow.
Healsohada telephone conver-
sationwithPresidentAlexander
VanderBellenonMay26,2020.

To foster innovation and en-
trepreneurship between the
countries, the ‘India-Austria
StartupBridge’was launched in
February this year.Officials said

ties between the two countries
areexpected toget aboostwith
thebilateral visit.

Meanwhile,thiswillbeModi's
first visit toMoscow since the
Russia-Ukraine war started in
February 2022. He last visited
Russiain2019,whenhehadgone
to Vladivostok. This will be a
standalonevisit,onthelinesofthe
annualbilateralsummitbetween
Indian andRussian leaders that
havebeengoingonsince2000.

The last in-person bilateral
meeting between Modi and
RussianPresidentVladimirPutin
tookplace in Samarkand,Uzbe-
kistan,onthesidelinesoftheSCO
SummitinSeptember2022.That
waswhenModi told Putin that
“thisisnottheeraofwar”—aline
usedintheformulationattheG20
summitinBaliinNovember2022
later, andbyotherwestern lead-
ers and interlocutors topress on
Russiatoendthewar.

In the two-and-a-half years
sincetheirlastannualsummitin
December2021,ModiandPutin
havemaintainedregularcontact
through at least 10 telephone
conversations. Modi’s visit to
Russiacomesjustafterhisvisitto
Italyfortheoutreachsessionatthe
G7leaders’summitonJune13-14.
However, he did not go for the
peacesummitonUkrainewhich
washeldinSwitzerland.Indiawas
representedbySecretary (West)
inMEA,PavanKapoor.

RussiadidnotattendtheSwiss
summit,callingit“wasteoftime”.

From Moscow next
week, Modi to visit
Vienna, a first by PM
since Indira in 1983

ThiswillbePMNarendra
Modi’s firstvisit toRussia
sincethewar inFeb2022

Teething troubles: Confusion over
status of metropolitan magistrates

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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THEMADHYAPradesh Cabinet
Mondayapprovedadraftlegisla-
tiontoempowerdistrictcollectors
toconfiscateanyvehiclesusedto
transportcowsforslaughter.

Under existing provisions of
the Madhya Pradesh Cow
SlaughterProhibitionAct,2004,
the magistrate used to decide
whetheracowwasbeingtrans-
ported for slaughter or illegal
trade.Thecabinethasapproved
aBill toamendthis.

“Until now, in the case of

transportationofcattle,therewas
aprovisiontoseizethecattle,but
thevehiclesusedfor transporta-
tionwerenotconfiscatedbecause
thecollectorhadnoauthorityun-
der the rules. Today, this author-
ityhasalsobeengiventothecol-
lector. Just as the district
magistratehasthepowertocon-
fiscate in excise cases, similarly,
thecollectorhasnowbeengiven
the authority to confiscate vehi-
cles used for cattle transporta-
tion,"saidUrbanAdministration
MinisterKailashVijayvargiya.

TheCabinet alsoapproveda
Bill to take action against
landowners for abandoned

open borewells.“We often see
thatborewellsare leftopenand
children fall into them. Until
now,therewasnofixedrespon-
sibility for this. Today, the
Cabinet has decided to fix re-
sponsibility. The person who
drills the borewell will be re-
sponsible for closing it after
drilling,”Vijayvargiya said.

He said “if the landowner
who had the boring done does
notclosetheborewell,actionwill
betakenagainst themaswell”.

“If neither closes it, the state
governmentwill close it andre-
cover the cost with a penalty
fromthem,”hesaid.

MP nod for Bill to seize vehicles
transporting cows for slaughter

KAMALDEEPSINGHBRAR
AMRITSAR , JULY1

AREBELgroupofSADonMonday
sought forgivenessatAkalTakht
Sahib in Amritsar, the highest
temporalseatoftheSikhs,forsev-
eralincidentsthatledtopeople's
disillusionmentwith the party
when itwas in power in Punjab
from2007to2017.

The rebel group, comprising
formerMP Sukhdev SinghDh-
indsa, formerShiromaniGurdw-
ara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC) president Jagir Kaur, for-
mer MP Prem Singh Chandu-
majra, senior leadersGurpratap
Wadala andSurjit SinghRakhra,
submitted a letter toAkal Takht
Sahib Jathedar Giani Raghubir
Singh inwhich it blamedpresi-
dent Sukhbir SinghBadal for de-
cisionsthatharmedtheparty.

The rebel groupmentioned

someof these incidents, includ-
ingthepardoningofDeraSacha
Sauda chief Gurmeet Ram
Rahimforwearingattiresimilar
to that worn by Guru Gobind
Singh, the2015SriGuruGranth
Sahib sacrilege issue, the 2015
Behbal Kalan firing, and the ap-
pointmentsof policeofficers.

Therebelleadersstatedthey
were ready to face any punish-
ment that the Akal Takht Sahib
deemed appropriate since they
were also part of the govern-
mentbut failedtostopthelead-
ership’swrongdecisions.

“During the government of
Shiromani Akali Dal from2007
to 2017, several incidents oc-
curred that led toa largesection
of theSikhPanthandthepeople
ofPunjabbecomingdisillusioned
with the leadership... Consequ-
ently, SAD has faced failures in
thereligioussphereandalsoex-
perienced political alienation,”

the lettersaid.
Itsaid,“In2007,atSalabatpura,

the chief of Dera Sacha Sauda,
GurmeetRamRahim,mimicked
theTenthGuru, SriGuruGobind
SinghJi,bydressingsimilarlyand
performinga ceremony. This led

toapolicecase,buttheShiromani
AkaliDalgovernmentlaterwith-
drewthecase. Inresponsetothis
incident,theAkalTakhtSahibhad
excommunicated theDera chief.
However, Sukhbir Singh Badal
usedhisinfluencetogettheDera

chiefpardoned."
TheSGPCspentaroundRs90

lakh on advertisements to de-
fend its decision, but due to
strongopposition fromtheSikh
Panth,theleadershipof theSAD
and the SGPC ultimately had to
reverse it, the rebels said.

“ThenhomeministerSukhbir
Singh Badalwas neither able to
conduct a timely andproper in-
vestigationnorcouldsuccessfully
punishtheculprits in2015sacri-
legecases.Thisledtopainfulinci-
dents in Kotkapura and Behbal
Kalan,” said the rebels. “TheSAD
governmentmadeanothermajor
mistakebyappointing anofficer
whowasnotoriousforfakepolice
encounters resulting inmartyr-
dom of Sikh youths as Punjab
Policechief,givingatickettowife
of another suchofficerwhohad
formedAlamSena to carry out
killings, andmaking her a chief
parliamentarysecretary,” itsaid.

FRESH DIRECTIVE
TheArmyrecentlysentamessagetoitspersonnelthatdespite
having a policy, laying down the rules for “wearing trinkets
andreligioussymbolsinuniform”,manypersonnelhavebeen
found not adhering to the rules. It said that Army personnel
havebeenseenwearing religiousmarkingsandchains, rings
andotheraccessories,whichareagainsttherules.Itreiterated
inanewdirectivethatonlyonesignetringcanbewornonthe
lefthand,kadasareonlyallowedforSikhpersonnelandthose
postedwith Sikh troops, no chains or sacred threads should
beworn around the neck and nomarking or symbol should
beappliedwhile inuniform.

SADrebel leadersofferprayersat theAkalTakht, inAmritsar,
Monday.RanaSimranjit Singh

ODISHA CM AT PEOPLE’S DURBAR
OdishaCMMohanCharanMajhiat thegrievanceredresscellmeeting inBhubaneswar,
Monday.Thiswasthefirst timein16years thataCMwaspresentat themeeting.ANI

In theLokSabhapolls in
Punjab, theAkaliDal,
contestingseparately
fromitserstwhileallyBJP,
facedanotherroutas it
managedtowinjustone
seatoutof13;10of its
candidates lost security
deposits.Expressingcon-
cernthat theSAD’score
basehasdriftedaway
duringSukhbirBadal’s
presidentship, some
partyrebelsheldameet-
ing in Jalandhar,which
passedaresolutionde-
mandingthatSukhbir
shouldstepdown.

Whatledto
revoltagainst
Sukhbir?E●EX
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SAD rebels blame Sukhbir for decisions that harmed party
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There is no life to be found inviolence. Every
actof violence bringsus closer todeath.

— BELL HOOKSTHEEDITORIALPAGE

Up until now, Mamata
Banerjee’s mystique has
helped to salvage her from
the consequences of the
rampant abuse of power by
people who appear to have
immunity from being
prosecuted because of their
association with the
Trinamool Congress. She
knows that it cannot last
forever and her luck seems to
be running out as she
challenges the vested
interests in her party.

BENGAL’SKANGAROOCOURTS
It isgettingharder forMamataBanerjeetodistanceherself fromstrongmenlinkedtoTMC

CALLHIM “JCB” or any other name, Tajimul
Islam,who has now been arrested inWest
Bengal’s North Dinajpur district, was cap-
turedonvideoashemetedoutpunishment
to a couple accused of being involved in an
extramaritalaffair.Thestrongmanisamong
thepoliticallyprotectedenforcerswhohave,
over time, acquiredenoughpower tousurp
the authority of the police, administration
and judiciary and hold summary trials fol-
lowedbybeatingsthatareattendedbyhun-
dredsof villagers-turned-spectators.

TheNorthDinajpurincidentisnotanex-
ception.Inthesecondhalfof June,severalin-
cidentsinwhichthemobtookthelawintoits
own hands, were reported across the state.
In some instances, including one in Pandua
in Hooghly district and one in Jhargram,
peopledied.

The North Dinajpur, Pandua and
Jhargramincidentsrevealthatthereisapar-
allelauthoritythatoperatesoutsidethesys-
temof lawandthegovernment,whichisnot
accountableandhasnoresponsibilityexcept
to ensure the dominance of the Trinamool
Congress ineveryaspectof life.

InNorthDinajpur, twopeopledecidedto
live together, even though theywere legally
married to other people. Appointing them-
selves as the moral police, the people of
DighalgaonvillageintheLakhipurgrampan-
chayatgatheredataprimaryschoolwherean
entirelyillegalsalishisabha,orkangaroocourt,
decidedtopunish thecouple.Aprivatemat-
terturnedintoapublic issue.

By taking the law into their own hands,
the people of Dighalgaon and the Lakhipur
gram panchayat are complicit in breaking
theruleof law.Thepowerofcommunity-ap-
proved,politically-protectedand,therefore,
armoured-with-immunityenforcerstocarry
out illegal acts threatens the power of the
governmentontheonehandandtheruleof
lawontheother. If Tajimul Islamisaccount-
able forhis crimes, soare thosewho turned
up for the“hearing”.

The incident points to the reduction of
thepoliceandtheadministration into inef-
fectualclean-upservices,mostlypowerless
and, therefore, irrelevant. The coercive au-
thority of the state, which is controlled by
the government headed by Mamata
Banerjee, appears tohavebeenusurpedby
a league of enforcers who seem to enjoy
political protection.

The issue is not how or even when
Tajimul Islam or the now notorious
ShahjahanSheikhof Sandeshkhali, accused
of land grab and sexual exploitation of
women, acquired thesortof immunity that
protectedthemfrombeingapprehendedfor
wrongdoing. The issue is whether the
Mamata Banerjee government has the ca-
pacity todealwith theproblem.

Strangelyenough, the June incidentsco-
incided with a televised meeting where
Mamata Banerjee named, shamed and
blamedministers,municipalbosses,bureau-
cratsandthepoliceforbeingpartof anexus
thatmanaged illegalities — in otherwords,

forbeingcorrupt. Shereadthemtheriotact
for running a parallel administration, the
purpose of which was to ensure that en-
croachments by hawkers and vendors of
pavements and streets, unauthorised park-
ingofcarsandothervehicles,appropriation
of government property and public spaces,
even ponds and water bodies, was nor-
malised, so long as the negotiated fee
reachedthepeopleinpower.Thedangerous
erosion of the rule of law is now a threat to
herpowerasthechiefministerandtheboss
of theTrinamoolCongress.

Corruption is a spectre that is going to
haunt Mamata Banerjee. She has been
workingtodistanceherself fromscamsand
cleanuphergovernmentandherpartybe-
fore the next elections in 2026, when she
willbeheldtoaccountbyvoters.Herprob-
lem is that there is a link between the per-
petrators and the Trinamool Congress
and its functionaries in toomany instances
ofwrongdoing.

MamataBanerjee’smystiquehashelped
salvage her from the consequences of the
rampantabuseofpowerbypeoplewhoap-
pear to have immunity from being prose-
cuted because of their associationwith the
TrinamoolCongress. Sheknows that it can-
not last forever and her luck seems to be
running out as she challenges the vested
interests inherparty.

Thewriter isa senior journalist
based inKolkata

ShikhaMukerjee

THEBESTTHINGabout theAmericanpresi-
dentialdebatelastThursdaywasthatithap-
penedwith over fourmonths to go before
the elections. If held later, Joe Bidenwould
haveappearedevenmorefeebleandDonald
Trumpwouldhavebeenjustasaggressive—
withthe“moralsofanalleycat”,toquotethe
President of theUnited States speaking of a
formerpresidentof theUnitedStates.

Americansdon’tdeservethis.Atroubled
world, still desperately dependent on
American leadership despite premature
declarations of its demise, doesn’t deserve
this either.

Trump’s sentencing for falsifying hush
moneypaymentrecordsisnottill July11,and
a string of appeals will, inevitably, ensue.
Evenwhentheappealsaredone, jail time is
notusualinManhattanforthistypeofcrime
bya first-timeoffender.

Bidenfirmlybelievesheisthebestperson
to save theworld from Trump. The irony is
that he might be right — unless the
Democratsmove fromPlan Biden to a spe-
cificPlanBandmake thecase for them. Ina
digitalage,fourmonthsismorethanenough
timetoproduceastar.

Let’s reviewthePlanBoptions.
The presumptive candidate a heartbeat

away, Vice President Kamala Harris, polls
poorly.Whether it is because of plain old-
fashionedmisogyny lacedwith racism, or
constant sidelining by the Biden inner-cir-
cle, orherownuninspiring track record, to-
gether with endless “cheapfake” videos —
donebysimplyeditingoutcontext—of her
laughing,aturnaroundofherpoorstanding
in this short timewill be hard and she’ll be
savagedbyTrumpandtheTrumpists.

Looking past Harris is politically haz-
ardous — it makes the Democratic party
look like it doesn’t trust its own leadership
while alienating voters whomight be up-
set that a woman of colour is being side-
lined.But, giventheurgency,otheroptions
must be considered.

Themostobviousonesarethosewithex-
ecutive governing experience in the states.

The presumptive candidate a
heartbeat away, Vice
President Kamala Harris,
polls poorly. Whether it is
because of plain old-
fashioned misogyny laced
with racism, or constant
sidelining by the Biden
inner-circle, or her own
uninspiring track record,
together with endless
‘cheapfake’ videos — done by
simply editing out context
— of her laughing, a
turnaround of her poor
standing in this short time
will be hard and she’ll be
savaged by Trump and
the Trumpists.

Leading the pack areMichigan’s Gretchen
Whitmer and California’s Gavin Newsom;
both are camera-ready and quick on their
feet, ideal for ramping up fast viral cam-
paigns.Whitmer, a supporter of key issues
forDemocratsandcentrists,suchasguncon-
trol, abortion rights, LGBTQ+ rights, and—
being fromastatewitha largeArabMuslim
population—hashadthechancetopractise
the delicate balance of reaching out to
Muslims while affirming her support for
Israel.Hertrackrecordisgood;herdecisive-
nessduringCovid-19lockdownssignalsthat
shecanbetough.HerMidwesternrootswill
appeal tomany in the critical swing states,
Michiganbeingoneof them.Herbiography
includes a relatable “fix the damn roads”
campaign,abizarre—thwarted—plottokid-
nap her and a “Big Gretch” rap song that
could serve as a fine campaign anthem.
Newsom, on the other hand, like all politi-
cians, has his defenders and detractors, but
could be attacked for reasons that include
being out of touch or for the homelessness
crisis inCalifornia’smajor cities.Hisbiogra-
phyiscomplicated:Oncemarriedtothecur-
rentfiancéeofTrump’sson,DonaldTrumpJr,
hehasadmittedtoanextramaritalaffairwith
afriend’swife.Whitmer,asawoman,would
make a more palatable candidate, who
leapfrogs over Harris. On the other hand,
Newsom’sadvantageisanold-fashionedone
inAmericanpolitics:AYchromosome.

Iwouldn’t botherwith theothergover-
nors whose names are being floated, such
as Pennsylvania’s Josh Shapiro, Kentucky’s
Andy Beshear, or Illinois’ J B Pritzker. It
would take too long to elevate them to the
national stage, road-test them and make
themTrump-proof.

Then, there are those fromwithin the
Biden cabinet. Secretary of Transportation,
Pete Buttigieg, is young, articulate, and gay
—avastly different package fromBiden.He
was a presidential aspirant in the last elec-
tion. Secretary of Commerce, Gina
Raimondo, is another possibility— compe-
tent, respected, awoman, and former state

governor. But bothhave obstacles. They are
from theBiden teamand leapfrogging over
Harris would be awkward, to say the least.
Transportation and commerce secretaries
have critically important jobs, and even
when they dowell, these are not themost
exciting of records to package and sell in a
fewmonths. Most significantly, neither
would help with Black voters concerned
about thesideliningofHarris.

Thisbringsustotwonamesfromthepast
whoshareacommonattribute:Botharefor-
mer White House occupants. I speak, of
course,ofHillaryClintonandMichelleObama.
Clinton’sreturnmightbeacounterfactualfan-
tasy ofwhatmight have been, had the 2016
electionshockernothappened.Butshe’spast
thetimeinherlifewhenshehasthedesireor
energy to jumpback intopolitics andwould
face toomuch opposition evenwithin the
Democraticparty.MichelleObamaisaname
that has comeup as she commands awide
following. Even Trumphasmentioned her,
andRepublicansenatorTedCruzisconvinced
shewillbetheBidenreplacement.Shecande-
fuse the resentment thatmanywould feel
overHarris’s sidelining. Besides not having
anyrelevantexperienceotherthanresidency
in theWhiteHouse, shehasshownnointer-
estindoingherhusband’sjob.Whileintrigu-
ing andpotentially a game-changer, Obama
maybeabridgetoofar.

But,beforewegettoanyofthesepossibil-
ities,thereisanotherWhiteHouseoccupant
who is critical to opening thedoor to anyof
theseconsiderations. This is theoneperson
whocanpersuadeBidentogetoff thestage.
She helped him do so when the debate
ended.Perhaps,shecandoitagain.Withfour
months to go, there is plenty of time to ele-
vatea freshnewcandidate.

My pick: Michigan’s Big Gretch. She’s
smart and tough. She is exactly the kind of
womanthatTrumphasgoneafterinhis life.
It’s timesuchawomangoesafterhim.

Thewriter isDeanofGlobalBusinessat
TheFletcherSchool, TuftsUniversity

WithfourmonthstogotoAmerica’selection,canthey
elevateanewcandidatetotakeonDonaldTrump?

For Democrats, Plan B

Bhaskar ChakravortiSYNDICATE VS LAW
UttarDinajpurincidentstemsfromcultureof impunity.
CMMamataBanerjeemustensurelawtakesitscourse

A VIDEOOF a Trinamool Congress functionary, Tajimul Islam, assaulting a
couple for their alleged extramarital affair at a salishi sabha—a sort of a
kangaroocourt—inWestBengal'sUttarDinajpurhasrightlyevokedwide-
spreadoutrageandcondemnation.TheincidentintheChoprablockof the

Lakhipurgrampanchayaton June28, thatmadeamorbidpublic spectacleofwhatwas
apersonalmatter, speaksof an impunity that comes fromthecreationof aparallel syn-
dicate of strongarm justice. InWest Bengal, such a syndicate apparently overrides con-
stitutionalmechanismswithoutfearof repercussionorreprisal.Atitscore, it isnodiffer-
entfromthepersecutionofyoungpeopleininter-religiousrelationshipsonthegrounds
of“lovejihad”,ortheuseofbulldozerstoselectivelypunishforcrimesthatextendbeyond
illegalconstruction.Allof theseamounttoviolationsofdueprocess.Allpointtostateab-
dication and failure toprotect anduphold the fundamental rights of citizens. Given the
BJP's relianceon it in states inwhich it is inpower, its accusationsof “JCB justice” (Islam
isknownasJCB)againstBanerjeeinBengalmayreekofdoublestandards.ButCMBanerjee
andhercolleaguescantakerecoursetothedead-endsofwhatabouteryonlyattheirown
peril. Mired in accusations of becoming an arrogant party-state, the TMC government
must takenoteof thewarningbells andcourse-correct.

After the video surfaced, Islamwas apprehendedand taken intopolice custody. But
the incident, so soonafter Sandeshkhali—where anotherparty functionaryShahjahan
Sheikhwasaccusedof sexualexploitationandintimidation, leadingtoaprotractedtus-
slebetweentheCentreandthestatebeforehisarrest—pointstoafesteringcrisis.Women
formthecoreofthepoliticalsupportforBanerjeeinthestate.FromRupashree,whichpro-
videsassistanceforweddingexpenses,toLakshmirBhandar,herflagshipfinancial-assis-
tanceschemeforfemalehouseholdheadsfromeconomicallyweakersectionsofsociety,
toKanyashree,thatoffersassistanceforeducation,therangeofcash-transferschemesthat
Banerjee'sgovernmentoffersarebotharesponsetothesupportandareasonforit.With
outreach programmes such as “Duare Sarkar” (government at the doorstep), “Didike
Bolo”(TellDidi),SwasthyaSathi (healthcarescheme)andbyvisibly increasingwomen's
representationacross theparty's ranks,Banerjeehas sought toprojectherparty's com-
mitmenttowomen'swelfare.WhilepartyleaderssuchasSantanuSenhavecomeoutin
condemnationof the incident inUttarDinajpur, it isnotenough.TheChiefMinister, too,
mustholdouttheassurancethatthelawwilltakeitsrightfulcourse,regardlessof theal-
leged involvementofmembersof herownparty.

TheUttarDinajpurincidentisalsoanindicationof thestructural issuesthathavecon-
tinuedtoplaguethestatethroughsuccessiveregimes:Theformationofagovernment-po-
litical party-business nexus that all-too-often rides roughshod over the lawof the land.
This systemnowappears to be undermining themost fundamental role of the state—
whatMaxWebercalledits“monopolyoverviolence”.Theballooningparty-statedidnot
endwell forTMC'spredecessor, theCPM. It isawarningthatBanerjeecannot fail to read.
Shemustupholdtheruleof lawandactagainstthosewithintheTMCwhoseektofloutit.

ON THE UPSWING
RBI report framesabankingsystemingoodhealth.

Butsomeareasrequiresupervision

THE INDIANBANKING systemhas continued to register a robust performance
acrossvariousmetrics.AspertheReserveBankof India'slatestfinancialstabil-
ity report, not only have banks seen a sustained improvement in their asset
quality,buttheirprofitabilityhasremainedhigh,andtheircapitalpositionalso

remainshealthy. This improvement isbeingobservedacrossbothpublic andprivate sec-
torbanks.Thishas,inturn,improvedtheirattractiveness—theNiftyBankindexisupmore
than16percentoverthepastyear,withPSUbanksregisteringhandsomegains.

Accordingto thereport, thegrossnon-performing loansof the Indianbankingsystem
havedeclinedtoa12-yearlowof2.8percentinMarch,withdeclinesobservedacrosspub-
lic,privateandforeignbanks.Sectorwisedatashowsthatbadloanshavefallenacrossagri-
culture,industry,servicesandthepersonalloanscategory,thoughwithinindustry,theyre-
mainhighingemsandjewelleryandconstructionsegments,andwithinpersonalloansin
thecreditcardsegment.Thisbroaddeclineinbadloanshasbeendrivenbyacombination
ofwrite-offsandfallinfreshbadloans—thehalf-yearlyslippageshavefallenacrossallbank
groups.Alongside,bankshave improvedtheirprovisioncoverageratios, theirnet interest
incomehasrisen,andtheircapitalpositionremainshealthy.Thestress testsconductedto
gauge the strengthof bankbalance sheetsdo indicate that theyarewell placed toabsorb
macroeconomicshocks.Andeven in theseverestresscasescenario, their capitalposition
wouldremainabovetheminimumrequirements.Further,banksmaywellseebadloansfall
furtherto2.5percentbyMarch2025underusualbusinessconditions.

However,therearesomeareasthatrequireacloserlook.Evenastheassetqualityofre-
tailloanshasimproved—badloanshavefallenfrom2.1percentinJune2022to1.2percent
inMarch2024—inthecaseofprivatesectorbanks, slippages fromretail loansaccounted
for 40per cent of fresh addition to bad loans. In consumer credit, in the case of personal
loansbelowRs50,000,thedelinquencylevelsarehigh.And,asizablesectionofborrowers
hasmultiple loans.Whilethecentralbankhasbeencognisantof therisks inthissegment,
thisrequirescontinuoussupervision.

LUCY’S BURDEN
Fiftyyears later, the ‘motherofhumanity’must
continuetosupporthermetaphoricaloffspring

SEVENYEARSAFTERTheBeatles released“Lucy in theSkywithDiamonds”, and
40yearsbeforeshefeaturedaspartofamind-expandingdrug-fuelledsequence
in Lucy (2014), a four-foot female—whowouldhave been too “small brained”
forCharlesDarwintoconsiderasanancestoroftheHomoSapien—changedthe

storyofhumanhistory.Evenwhatitmeanstobehuman.In1974,thediscoveryoftheskele-
tal remainsof a femalehominin inEthiopia, changedthewayearlyhumanevolutionwas
conceived.NamedLucy,shebecametheembodimentof the“motherofhumanity”.

Biologicallyspeaking,humanbeings—andnowextinctrelatedspecies,likeNeanderthals
—aredefinedbythreefeatures:Largebrains,tooluseandwalkingupright.Darwinthought
thatall threedevelopedat thesametime.Lucy,at just four feet tallasanadult, couldwalk
—butherbrainwasnotcommensuratelylarge.Herbonesledtoarevolutioninhumanpa-
leontology,withmanyotherhominins—someevenlargelyarboreal—becomingpartofthe
complicatedoriginsof thespeciesthatbuiltskyscrapersandartificial intelligence.

SoonafterLucy'sdiscovery,scientistsbegantospeakofMitochondrialEve—thefirstcom-
mon female ancestor of all living humans. But Eve is a shifting being, a hypothetical one
basedonmothersanddaughterstoday.Lucywasreal—andlikelyaperson.Somehow,that
makes hermore relatable. Of course, likemanymothers today, both the concept of
MitochondrialEveandbonesofLucyhavehadtobeartoomuch—creationistsobjectingto
their very existence, scientific siblings taking out their conceptual hang-ups on the long-
deadmaters.Thenthere's the fact thatshe is resurrectedbysci-fiandpopcultureatregu-
larintervals.Butperhapsthe“motherofhumanity”carriesthesameburdensasherprosaic,
small-scalecounterparts—bickering,ungratefulchildrenwhowon't letherrest.

ARMY IN PUNJAB

IN A TELEVISION BROADCAST, Chief of
Armystaff, A SVaidya, said that theArmy’s
role in Punjab wasn’t over and warned
against believing rumours which
undermine confidence in the nation’s
security apparatus. He added that those
whoacted ina“mutinousmanner”wereto
bepunished severely.

SMUGGLERS RAIDED
170 PREMISESWERE raided and 127 peo-
ple were arrested across Delhi, Kerala,
Gujarat, and Maharashtra on June 1.

Information regarding the operations was
relayed byUnion FinanceMinister, Pranab
Mukherjee who denied allegations that
theywerebeingcarriedoutduetoproxim-
itytotheLokSabhaelections.Thedetainees
were held under the Contravention of
Foreign Exchange and Prevention of
Smuggling Activities Act and the Foreign
ExchangeRegulationsAct.

PM ON TAMIL ISSUE
INDIRAGANDHIANDSriLankanPresident
JR JayewardenemetonJuly1.Accompanied
by theMinister of External Affairs and Sri
Lanka’s national security minister, the at-

mosphere of the meeting was “cordial”.
Paths to solve the Tamil question have not
been ruledout.

MOSCOW-DELHI TALKS
A HIGH-LEVEL DEFENCE delegation has
gone to Moscow to negotiate the indige-
nous manufacture of a wide range of so-
phisticatedmilitary equipment and com-
ponents, including the licence production
of a modern fighter aircraft, with the
SovietUnion. The Indiandelegationwould
also discuss measures to expedite
the process of setting up MiG-27 fighter
aircraft production.

JULY 2, 1984, FORTYYEARSAGO
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“The new balance of seats in Northern Ireland is likely to renew speculation
about an eventual referendum on unification with the Republic. Such a
referendum will not happen any time soon. But such a set of results will heighten
unionist uncertainties even so.” —THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE
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Drawing borders
in the air

WHY NEW CODES?
THISREFERSTO the editorial, ‘Thenew
compact’ (IE, July 1). The greatest irony
of the BJP’s decolonisation narrative is
that even though the three newcrimi-
nallawshavereplacedthecoloniallaws,
thosewhoareentrustedwith their im-
plementationare governedbythePolice
Act,1861.Onemustnotoverlookthefact
thattherewasnopopulardemandfrom
society or polity for thewholesale re-
placementoftheseoldlaws.Ontheother
hand, therewere strong recommenda-
tionsforpolicereformsfrommanybod-
ies.Sadly,governmentshavenotshown
initiativeforsuchreforms.

LRMurmu,NewDelhi

A FEAT ON FIELD
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘T20
Champions’ (IE, July 1). The feeling of
lifting theWorld Cup trophy after 13
yearsandthe ICCTrophyafter11years
must be unmatched. Under Rohit
Sharma’s captaincy, the team’s un-
beatenrunthroughoutthetournament
ledtotheircoronationasthenewshort-
est-formatworldchampions.Themen
in blue showcased their sporting
prowess on the global stage.With ex-
plosive battingmethodology,meticu-
lousbowling strategies andagile field-
ing, the players exhibited a perfect
blendof talentandgrit.

RohanMahajan, Jammu

HISTORIC WIN

THISREFERSTOthearticle,‘Tortoiseand
hare in Barbados’ (IE, July 1). The pres-
sureontheIndianplayerswasstarklyev-
identattheKensingtonOvalstadiumin
Barbados.With30neededfrom30balls,
sixwicketsinhandandHeinrichKlaasen
leadingthecharge,theProteaslookedall
setfortheirfirsteverWorldCuptriumph.
The stunning catch by Surya Kumar
Yadav deserves specialmention, espe-
cially since it came at a timewhen the
situationwas tense.We have to settle
thatIndiawonthistime.SouthAfricadid
not lose since itwas anyone’s game till
thelastmoment.

SSPaul,Nadia

EQUALITY OF JUSTICE
THISREFERSTOthereport,‘CJIlistening,
Mamatacalls for judiciary freeofpoliti-
calbias’ (IE, June30).WestBengalChief
MinisterMamata Banerjee’s appeal to
the Supreme Court to ensure that the
country’sjurisprudenceisdevoidofpo-
litical bias is timely.Wehave seenhow
theKarnatakaHighCourtgrantedbailto
formerCMYediyurappainaPOCSOcase.
Ontheotherhand,theDelhiHCrecently
stayed an order of a lower court grant-
ingbailtoCMArvindKejriwalunderthe
rigorousPMLA,evenbeforereadingthe
ordercopy.Justicewillcontinuetoelude
usuntil thereisaccountability.

KamalLaddha,Bengaluru

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

The current scenario boosts
my pride as an author. At the
least, it proves that writers in
this country are still relevant.
After the Emergency, no
other government has taken
writers and artistes as
seriously as the Modi
government. This
government still believes in
the writers’ power to
transform the nation,
exceeding their own. Isn’t
that what all authors —
living, dead, exiled, and
murdered — all over the
world wrote for?

profile politicians and academics. Now
comestheturnofartistesandwriters,andit
isalwaysbettertostartwiththebest-known
first.ThetimeisripeforArundhatiRoy---as
recently as March this year, she has chal-
lengedallmightynationsontheissueof the
Gazawarwithpassageslike“...USmoneyand
Indianpoverty combine tooil Israel’s geno-
cidalwarmachine.Whataterrible,unthink-
able shame.”

However,thecurrentscenarioboostsmy
prideasanauthor.Attheleast, itprovesthat
writersinthiscountryarestillrelevant.After
the Emergency, no other government has
takenwritersandartistesasseriouslyasthe
Modigovernment.Thisgovernmentstillbe-
lievesinthewriters'powertotransformthe
nation,exceedingtheirown. Isn’t thatwhat
all authors— living, dead, exiled, andmur-
dered—all over theworldwrote for? Tobe
valued for being relevant, for healing the
past, repairing the present, and creating a
better future?

All sublime literaturehasblossomedout
ofthecollectivetraumaofsociety.Whenever
democracyis indanger,newideas incarnate
in the guise of stories and assume different
formsof art to restorehumanityand justice.
Just like a newavatar inmythology,writers’
ideas, too, adopt a superior reality. Our free-
dom struggle, the Partition and the
Emergency— all have proven this true. The
poem“TheTreeofTongues”(NaavuMaram,
inMalayalam) byK Satchidanandan,which
alludes to theEmergency,bestencapsulates
this: The goddess who ruled the land
chopped off a tongue tree. But, instead of
withering,fromthebloodofthetreesprouted
a thousand leaves, all tongues, putting forth
thetruthsthegoddesswantedtohide.

"The tree of tongues spread out far and
wide”evenduringtheEmergency. Itshould
notwithernow.

Meera is theauthor,most
recentlyofAssassin (2023)

ITWASATtheWayanadLiteraryFestivalthat
I could finally spend some time with
Arundhati Roy. Shewaswaiting forher ses-
sion after that of the renowned poet K
Satchidanandan andwe fell into conversa-
tion. I have always envied peoplewho can
speak for long stretches. I often tend to get
distracted, and oncemy thoughts stray,my
mind begins to drift. Sowhen she toldme
shecan’t speak formore than15or20min-
utes,Ifeltrelieved—andalsoexcited—about
having something in common with
Arundhati. Ihavebeenunderherspellsince
I first came across an excerpt from The God
of Small Things (1997). I still identifymyself
andmysisterTharawithEsthaandRaheland
believe that their childhoodwas ours too.
The book and its author remain an integral
partofmylifeasareaderaswellasawriter.

At Wayanad, we were interrupted by
some readers for book signing. She signed
the books, but after returning them, called
the readersbackas if to check something in
the books. “What happened?” I asked her
once the readers had left. “They are pirated
copies,” she said with a smile. “Oh really?
That’s sad!” I remarked. “Oh, I don’t care,”
Arundhati said, “Itdoesn’tmatteras longas
someonereads them.”

Later, inher session, she said something
that struckmeevenmore. She said that she
would like to travel around theworldwith-
outanymoneyandwherevershewent,ifshe
introduced herself and asked, “Will you
pleasebuymelunch?”,therewouldbesome
readerwhowouldgladlydoso.

Ayear later, inDecember2023, Imether

again, althoughwe didn’t get any time to-
gether. Shewas in Thiruvananthapuram to
receive the third PGovinda PillaiMemorial
NationalAward, institutedby thePGovinda
PillaiSanskritiKendra,fromNRam.Alongside
MABaby and ShabnamHashmi, I, too,was
on the jury. She concluded her acceptance
speechbystating that the Israeli occupation
of theWestBankand thesiegeofGazaarea
crime against humanity. Afterwards, as she
was throngedby fansand thepress, I could-
n’t speak to her again. I wanted towish her,
“Wherever you go in theworld, let there be
plentyofreaderstohostyouatlunchandnot
governments tobookyou.”

To be honest, the reports that the Delhi
LGVKSaxenahasgrantedsanctiontopros-
ecuteherunderUAPAforaspeechshemade
in2010haven’t shockedme, justasherPEN
Pinter Prize win this year hasn't surprised
me.Arundhati had clarifiedher standyears
ago.Shehadexplainedthatherwordscame
fromwanting to live ina society that strives
tobeajustone. Insteadofendingthematter
there,after14years, thegovernment feels it
warrants prosecution under the UAPA. The
shockingpartisthatmostofthemainstream
mediaarenotworriedabout the legal flaws
or procedural mistakes. They reported it
briefly and vaguely. A fewwhodiscussed it
areintriguedbythequestionof“whynow?”,
meaning,perhaps, thatshecouldhavebeen
bookedmuchearlier. Theyare interested in
the reasons, too. Some say that it is an at-
tempt to divert attention from the ruling
party’s disappointment with the election
outcome.Otherssaythatitisawell-thought-
outplantoconvincethenationthatnothing
has changed after all, that the government
initsthirdterm,too,willhavezerotolerance
fordissent.

ButIthinkthatthereismuchmoretoit if
we look at the chronology. The first Modi
government wasmoreworried about hu-
man-rights activists andNGOworkers. The
secondModi government focusedonhigh-

Writer & the tree of tongues

THE RECENT SATELLITE image of China’s
fifth generation stealth fighters, the J20
MightyDragon,parkedonthemaintarmac
ofShigatseairbaseinTibet,alongwithJ10
Vigorous Dragon fighters at an altitude of
12,408 feet, has set off a flurry of specula-
tion and raised concerns. This has led to
comparisons between the J20 and the 4.5
generation Indian Rafale and triggered a
beancountofplatformsasameasureofthe
two Air Forces. Number crunching, how-
ever, does not reflect the true military
measure of air power, which includes
weaponscapabilityandroles,employment
tacticsandconceptsofoperation,andmost
importantly,skillsets,experienceandcom-
bat readiness statusof theaircrew.

The J20 is toutedas the stealth counter
to theUSF22,with its internal carriageca-
pabilityoflong-rangeair-to-airmissilesand
precision-guidedmunitions.Theirpresence
showcasesthePeople’sLiberationArmyAir
Force’s(PLAAF)high-endplatforms,itsabil-
ity to use its high-altitude air bases for
fighter operations, and its growing ability
toprojectairpowerintheregiontocounter
theIndianAirForce’s forwarddeployment
of Sukhois and Rafales. It is also a political
signal that theborderdisputewith India is
nolongeraterritorial issue,butoneof sov-
ereignairspace.More regular activationof
itsbases inthefuturewill see increasedair
activityacrossourbordersclosetodisputed
spaces,andmore frequentairviolations to
test India’s response.

What is alsoclear is thatall theaircraft
are linedupon the open tarmac,with the
absenceof anyblast-protected airfield in-
frastructure and dispersed hardened air-
craftsheltersandnoeffortsatcamouflage.
The visible absence of supporting ground
equipmentnecessaryforextendedfighter
operations, onandaround the tarmac, in-
dicatesthehighprobabilityofatemporary
deployment.Themixofplatformsandthe
presenceoftheKJ500underscoresPLAAF’s
increasing conduct of complex largemis-
sions and growing capabilities in project-
ingairpowerover longdistances.

Beijing has steadily built a robust bor-
der infrastructure to sustain its mobility
and logistics support, increased its army
deployments to improve the force ratios,
and has continued to sustain its political
standwithmilitary presence, despite 29
sessions of theWorkingMechanism for
Consultation and Coordination on the
India-ChinaBorder. Ceding to the strident
demands for the creation of buffer zones
indisputedareas,ostensiblyasaprecursor
to disengagement, could set a dangerous
precedent for demands of aerial buffer
zones in future— this suits theChinese to
strategically restrict the IAF presence and
operationsintheregion.Forwardairstrips
closetotheborderandsovereignairspaces
overthedisputedareascouldbecome“no-

fly zones”, inaccessible to the IAF aircraft
for intelligence, surveillance, and recon-
naissancemissions,ADcombatairpatrols,
aswellasairmobilityandairlogistics,if the
currentsituationisnotcarefullyaddressed.

For now, the IAF’s mainstay fleet of
fourth-gen fighters comprising Su30s,
MiG29,andM2000,supplementedbytwo
squadrons of the 4.5 Gen Rafale provides
an asymmetric advantage,whichChina is
workingtoneutraliseonpriority.Thegov-
ernment isseizedof thedecliningcombat
airpower inventoryof the IAF, but it is the
absenceofurgencytoaddressthisstrategic
criticality inIndia’scontinentalthreatthat
isofseriousconcern.Twosquadronsof4.5
generation Rafales are nowhere near
enoughtomeetourcurrentandfuturese-
curity requirements, given the over 7,000
km of hostile borders, and the immense
volume of sovereign air spaces to be de-
fended.TokeepChinaatbaymilitarily, the
urgentfulfilmentof theMulti-RoleFighter
Aircraft(MRFA)gaptobolsterthe4.5-gen-
erationinventory,isnotjustanIAFrequire-
mentbutanationalsecurityimperativefor
several reasons.

India’salreadydelayedfifth-generation
multirolefighterjet,theAdvancedMedium
Combat Aircraft (AMCA), is expected to
takeadecadebeforeitcanbeinductedinto
service.Bythen,Chinawouldhavealready
developeditssixth-genfightertokeeppace
with the US. The next problem is that the
upgradedMiG29,Mirage2000andJaguar
fleetswouldreachobsolescencebeforethe
AMCAsquadronsbecomeoperational.This
will deplete thehigh-endplatform inven-
toryof theIAFandskewtheforceratiofur-
ther, both inquantumandquality. Finally,
evenwiththeoptimalbolsteringof thein-
digenous production capacitywhichwill
takeoveradecade, itwill be too late toar-
rest the further decline in India’s combat
airpower.BythetimetheTejasMk1A,the
Mk2andtheAMCAgo into full-scalepro-
duction over the coming years, China
wouldhavealteredtheairpowerandmil-
itary balance in the region irretrievably in
itsfavour.Thus,theurgentfulfilmentofthe
long-pending 114 medium multi-role
fighteraircraftrequirementisacriticalna-
tional security requirement.

Given the large numbers, a bilateral
partnership with France for additional
jointly-produced Rafales in India,with an
attendant long-term agreement for joint
upgrades and technology transfer access
on future 4.5 generation-plus variants of
theplatformanditsweaponssuite,makes
strategic sense. Itwill enable a steady and
stableinductionfromareliablepartner,en-
suregreaterplatformcommonality,assure
future platform andweapons upgrades,
and future engine development for the
AMCA. It will also balance the inventory,
reducedependenceonRussiaandprevent
the reliance on a temperamental USmili-
tary industry, while fostering indigenous
defenceproduction.

As China seeks to offset or at the least
balance the IAF’s airpoweradvantage, its
greatestadverse impactwillbeonIndia’s
deterrence posture andmilitary capabil-
ity. It will be a mistake to cede India’s
current advantage.

Thewriter isa retiredairmarshal

PresenceofChina’sstealthfightersonTibetair
baseisasignal. Indiamustfirmupitspartnership

withFranceforjointproductionofRafales

CR Sasikumar

DiptenduChoudhury

KRMeera

WHENTHE JAADUI Pitara (magic box)was
launched on February 20, 2023, by the
Minister of Education, a few childrenwere
invitedon stage tounveil it. Havingopened
the box, the children looked through the
books and flashcards. As they spotted the
toys lying underneath, their eyes lit up and
theythrongedtheboxlikechildrenarounda
birthdaycake.Theypickeduptheirfavourite
toy from the box — a doll, puppet, tam-
bourine—beaming fromear to ear andbe-
came engrossed in their world, with the
stage and ceremony fading into the back-
ground. The toys elicitedwonder, curiosity,
and joy. The audience of over five hundred
administrators,academicians,andteachers,
rememberedtheirchildhoodandbrokeinto
spontaneousapplauseandbeamingsmiles.

Withbrighteyes,laughter—andanocca-
sionalwail—childrenwillmaketheirwayto
classroomsacrossIndiaatthestartofthenew
schoolyear.Letuscelebratethenewlearning
yearbymakingitwelcoming,joyful,andplay-
ful foreverychild.Play isnatural forchildren
andapowerful tool forholisticdevelopment
—physical,socio-emotional,language,cogni-
tive,andcultural.Itallowschildrentobecuri-
ous,andexploreandexperimentinasafe,fun,
andnon-judgementalspace.

Recently, India and theworld observed
the International Day of Play on June 11 (as
declaredbytheUnitedNations),recognising
theimportanceofplayforchildrentothrive
andachievetheirfullpotential. Indiahasalso
stressed on play and has been a pioneer in
institutionalising it.

The National Education Policy (NEP),
2020, and the National Curriculum
FrameworkfortheFoundationalStage(NCF-
FS), 2022 for the first time envisaged and
craftedacurriculumframeworkforthefoun-
dational stage (covering ages 3-8). The core
transformative aspect of NCF-FS is “learn
through play”, giving legitimacy towhat is
known instinctively:When children play,
they learn. Learning does not just happen
throughwriting or reading and it’s impera-
tivenottoforceaparticularstyleof learning.
There are asmany pathways to learning as
there are learners. Play includes conversa-
tion, storytelling, toys, songs and rhymes,
music andmovement, arts and crafts, and
indoor andoutdoorgames. This interaction
creates an indelible bond among students,
teachers,parentsandthecommunity.

A symbol of the transformative nature
of NCF-FS is NCERT’s Jaadui Pitara, which
exemplifies the content needed in any

school for the foundational stage. It is di-
verse and demonstrates the sensibilities
(age-appropriate, local,withsensoryexpe-
rience) to be kept in mind while develop-
ingsuchcontent.ThePitarahastoys,games,
puzzles,puppets,posters, flashcards, story-
books, playbooks and teacher handbooks.
Each toy and play is mapped to a definite
learningoutcome. Stakeholders across the
country have appreciated the transforma-
tive teaching-learning materials found in
the Jaadui Pitara. Efforts are ongoing by
states to customise the box’s contents for
their local context andmilieu.

Recognising thatwenowlive in thedig-
ital era and that technology-enabled chan-
nelscanaccelerateandamplifythereachand
impact of the Jaadui Pitara, theMinistry of
Education launched the e-Jaadui Pitara in
February to complement the physical box
and democratise access throughmultiple
channels: Computers, smart- and feature-
phones, televisionandradio.Caregiverscan
nowinteractwithvirtualassistants, leverag-
inggenerativeAIthroughchatandvoicefea-
tures, totellstoriesandaskquestionsonen-
gagingchildren inplay-learnactivities.

Severalstudiesonchilddevelopmentand
the brain too indicate that play is essential

for:One,braindevelopment,especiallystim-
ulationof theprefrontal cortex,which is re-
sponsibleforattention,problem-solvingand
regulatingsocialbehaviour;two,neuroplas-
ticity or ability to formnewneural connec-
tions, fundamental for learning and adapt-
ing throughout life; three, intuitive
knowledge, essential for problem-solving
and decision-making in complex and
uncertainconditions.

The importance of play as a fundamen-
tal aspectof parenting inbuilding the foun-
dation for children’s growth and develop-
ment, right from infancy, is underscoredby
international agencies likeUNICEF.

During play, children are continuously
makingchoices.Theyare fullofwonderand
joy.Playfostersholisticdevelopment,creativ-
ity,andresilienceamongchildren.Foradults,
play enhancesmental health, cognitionand
creativity.Whenparents and caregivers en-
gagechildreninplay,theycelebrateplay.Let’s
celebrateplayandhelpchildrenlearnandde-
velop.Bachpanmanao,badhte jao.

Kumar isSecretary,Departmentof School
EducationandLiteracy,Governmentof India

andMaruwada isCEOandCo-Founder,
EkStepFoundation,Bengaluru

The magic box
SanjayKumar and ShankarMaruwada

NCERT’sJaaduiPitaraillustratesimportanceofplayasanaspectof learning

UAPAcaseagainstherattests to thevalueof thewriter—forbeingrelevant,
forhealing thepast, repairing thepresent, creatingabetter future
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Letter No. 3913/1C-9/2024 Dated: 01-07-2024
National Competitive Bidding
e-tender Notice (Short term)

The Superintending Engineer 9th Circle, Public Works Department, Dehradun
on behalf of "Governor of Uttarakhand" invites short term tender in two bid
system for the following work. Information regarding tender shall be available
on https://www.uktenders.gov.in from date 02.07.2024

Note:- The undersigned reserves the right to cancel/postpone any or all
tenders without assigning any reason.

Office Of The Superintending Engineer
9th Circle Public Work Department Dehradun

website : http:/pwd.uk.gov.in E-mail: sepwdddun09@gmail.com

S.
No. Name of work

Earnest
Money (Rs.
in Lacs)

Cost of Tender
Document
(In Rs.)

Validity of
Tender (In
days)

Period of
Completion
(In Month)

Contractor
Category of
Registration

1. 2 3 4 5 6 7
1. Under TSP,

Bituminous work of
Bansu - Jakhnog -
Bisto motor road in

Chakrata
Constituency of

Dehradun District.
(Length 4.875 km)

6.75

5000.00
+

18%
GST

120 12

Registerd in 'A'
& above

category in
Road works in

Central
Govt./State

Govt/any Govt.
Undertaking

IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f Ad°fdSX¢°f ¸fb£¹f Ad·f¹fa°ff, ªf³f À½ffÀ±¹f Ad·f¹ffadÂfIYe d½f·ff¦f, Ãf`Âf-´fi±f¸f, ªfû²f´fbSX
Tel: 0291-2651750, Email: rj_acejo@nic.in

Ii ¸ffaI A¸fbA/ªfû./´fi±f¸f/24-25/3188-98 dQ³ffaI :- 27/6/24

d¶fOX ÀfaVfû²f³f Àfc¨f³ff, NIB Àfa£¹ff 02/2024-25
BÀf I f¹ffÊ»f¹f õfSf ªffSe I e ¦fBÊ d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff 02/2024-25 ¸fZÔ d³fd½fQf ¸fZÔ AfadVfI ÀfaVfû²f³f Wû³fZ IZ

I fS¯f d¶fO ÀfaVfû²f³f ªffS e dI ¹ff ªff I S ÀfaVfûd²f°f d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf IZ Àff±f
https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in E½fa https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS A´f»fûO dI ¹ff ¦f¹ffÜ
(UBIN No. PHE2425WSOB01346)
(Tender ID: 2024_PHCJO_393367_1) (þb¦f»f dIYVfûSX IYSX½ff)

Ad°fdSX¢°f ¸fb£¹f Ad·f¹fa°ff
ªf³f À½ffÀ±¹f Ad·f¹ffadÂfIY d½f·ff¦f,

DIPR/C/5179/2024 Ãf`Âf ´fi±f¸f ªfû²f´fbSX

NIRBHAYTHAKUR
NEWDELHI, JULY1

ADELHIcourtMondaysentenced
activist Medha Patkar to five
months imprisonment in a 23-
year-oldcriminaldefamationcase
filed by Delhi L-G VK Saxena.
Patkarwas also told topayRs10
lakhcompensationtoSaxena.

Taking into account her age
and health condition, Raghav
Sharma,JudicialMagistrate(First
Class),saidhewon’tgiveanexces-
sive punishment of one to two
years. Moreover, the judge or-
deredaone-monthsuspensionof
thesentenceunderSection389(3)
of theCrPC toallowPatkar to file
anappealagainstthejudgment.

“Whiletheconvictisadistin-
guished social activist with nu-
merous awards, this status
makes her actions evenmore
reprehensible... the fact that
someone of her stature made
such false anddamagingallega-
tionsaggravatesherliability,asit
underminespublictrustandsets
a negative example,” the judge
saidwhilesentencingPatkar.

Commenting that Patkar
“harboured a clear intention to
defame” Saxena, the court also
noted that he was called an
agentoftheGujaratgovernment
by theaccused.

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEWDELHI, JULY1

UNDERLINING THE importance of judi-
cial discipline, Supreme Court judge
Justice B R Gavai has cautioned against
whathesaidwere“disturbinginstances”
ofHighCourt judgesnotbeingpunctual
and canvassing for elevation to the top
courtandtermedsuchcanvassingas“in-
jurious to theprincipleof discipline”.

Speaking at the National Judicial
AcademyConference in Kolkata on June
29,JusticeGavaisaideversincehebecame
apartoftheSCCollegium,“manydisturb-
ing instanceshavecometomynotice”.

“Some of the judges in some of the
HighCourtsdonotsitontime.Itisshock-
ing to know that some of the judges,
though the court timings are10.30 a.m.,
sit at 11.30 a.m. and get up at 12.30 p.m.

though the court timings are up to 1.30
p.m. It is more shocking to know that
someof the Judges do not sit in the sec-
ondhalf,”hesaid.

Justice Gavai added that “it pains to
mentionthatsomeofthejudgesevengo
to the extent of canvassing their candi-
dature for elevation to the Supreme
Court. They try to prove their case as to
howtheyaremoresuitableforelevation
totheSupremeCourtthantheothersen-
ior judgesof thesaidcourt.”

Explaining the process of appoint-
ments,hepointedoutthat“theCollegium
worksonadatabasewhichhastheinfor-
mation of all the judgeswho are in the
zoneofconsideration.Apartfromthat,in-
puts fromvarious sources, including the
opinions of the Consultee Judges in the
Supreme Courtwho had an occasion to
examine the functioning of such judges
arealsotakenintoconsideration.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

THE CBI has lodged an FIR
against 10 persons, including a
sepoy housekeeper and crafts-
man of the Indian Army for al-
legedly running a fake recruit-
ment racket and duping
innocentcandidateswithjobsin
the Indian Army, Territorial
Army,AssamRifles,andEastern
Railways.

The CBI lodged an FIR after
they received a complaint on
April 5 this year from M
Mukherjee, Deputy Secretary
(Vigilance),MoDandconducted
preliminary enquiry against
Sepoy Bablu Chauhan, CFN
(Craftsman) Akash and un-
known public and private per-
sons. “Chauhanhadestablished
a nexus with Akash and other
public servantsandprivateper-
sons for recruiting civilians in
Indian Army, Territorial Army,
Assam Rifles, Eastern Railway
andFoodCorporationof Indiain
lieuofmoney,” theFIRstates.

TheCBIhasallegedthatthey
madeoveracrorefromaspiring
candidates.

Pay `50 lakh, apologise
to Lakshmi Puri, Delhi
HCorders TMC leader

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE, JULY1

THECOUNTRYwill receive nor-
maloraboverainfall during July,
the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) , in its
monthlyrainfallandtemperature
outlookreleasedonMonday.

Goodandwidespreadnormal
rainfallisforecastoverallareasof
the country barring northwest
and central India, north Tamil
Nadu. Themaximumtempera-
tureswill remain above normal
where subdued rainfall is pre-
dicted.

“Both the weather models
and past statistics indicate that
the countrywill receive normal
or above rainfall during this
month,” said Mrutyunjay
Mohapatra,directorgeneral,IMD.

Whenever June rainfall has
beenbelownormalduring20of
the 25 years since a century, the
monthly rainfall during the fol-
lowingJulyoverthecountrywas
abovenormal,theIMDchiefsaid.

There will be favourable
ocean conditions, during July, in
theformofneutralIndianOcean
DipoleandactiveMaddenJullian
Oscillation -- both ofwhich reg-
ulate the intra-seasonal rainfall
overthecountry.

Rainfall during June this year
hadendedremaining-11percent
andsomeof themajor contribu-
toryfactorswerestalledmonsoon
advanceandMJOwhichwasnot

in a favourable phase to aid the
monsoons.Moreover, the num-
berof lowpressureaffecteddays
wasthreefortheoneeventwhich
emerged in the north Bay of
BengalduringthefagendofJune.
Whereas, normally, the country
witnesses atleast three such sys-
temsduringtheonsetmonth,the
IMDofficialssaid.

IndiareceivedthelowestJune
rainfallthisyearsince2020—the
thirdconsecutiveyearwhen the
country's rainfall in thismonth
wasbelowaverage.Theall-India
rainfall for the season, which
commencedexactlyamonthago,
stood at 147.2mmand thiswas
11percentshortofnormal.

Being the onsetmonth, the
monsoon does not cover the
wholeof India andsomerainfall
deficit is normal. June rainfall
amounts to 15 per cent of the
country's total southwestmon-
soonseasonalrainfallof880mm
(1971-2020data).

This season, the Southwest
Monsoon arrivedoverKerala on
May30 andprogressed on time
up until Maharashtra, where it
advanced around June 9.
Thereafter, theweakmonsoon
currents and the absence of
favourable synoptic systems
stalled the monsoon advance
over West Bengal, Odisha,
Jharkhand, andBiharalongwith
areas of Chhattisgarh,Madhya
Pradesh,andUttarPradesh.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

IMD: Normal or above rainfall in July

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
GUWAHATI, JULY1

WITHHEAVY rainfall and rivers
flowing over danger levels,
Assam and Arunachal Pradesh
are reeling under severe flood
conditionsandthestateadmin-
istrationsarebracing for thesit-
uationtofurtherdeteriorateover
thenext fewdays.

The floodsituation inAssam
took a turn for the worse from
Sunday evening with 6.4 lakh
peoplefrom1,275villagesacross
19 districts affected as of
Monday evening. The displace-
ment brought about by the
floodshasresultedin8,142peo-
ple taking shelter in 72 relief
camps across 11 districts, with
thehighestnumberofdisplaced
people in Barak Valley’s
KarimganjdistrictandtheUpper
Assam districts of Tinsukia,
Lakhimpur and Dibrugarh. As
many as 35 people have lost
their lives to flood-related inci-
dents so far thisyear.

Different rivers running
through Assam such as the
Brahmaputra,Desang,Subansiri,
Dekhow, Buridehing, Beki and
Barakwere flowing above nor-

mal levels.
With the IMD forecasting

that various parts of rainfall are
expectedtoreceivemoderateto
heavyrainfallover thenext four
days,Sarmastatedthat“thenext
3-4 dayswill be very critical for
thestate”.

ThesituationinUpperAssam
district of North Lakhimpurhas
also been adversely affected by
thereleaseofexcesswaterbythe
NHPCfromtheSubansiri Lower
DamonSundayevening.

Flooding in Kaziranga
National Park–where95outof
233forestcheck-postshavebeen

inundated – has triggered the
migrationofwildanimalstothe
neighbouring hills in Karbi
Anglong.

The situation in Arunachal
Pradeshwasalsogrimwithvar-
iouspartsof thestatereelingun-
der floods and landslides, and
the Itanagar administration an-
nounced the closure of schools
till July6.TheAssamRifleswere
also brought in to rescue
stranded people from flooded
villages in Namsai and
Changlang districts and around
500peoplehadbeenrescuedas
ofMondayevening.

Atafloodedvillage inAssam’sNagaondistrict,Monday.PTI

Flood situation in Arunachal,
Assam grim, more rain ahead

Patkar handed
five-month jail
term in 2001
defamation case

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

THEDELHIHigh CourtMonday
directed TMC leader Saket
Gokhale to apologise and pay
Rs 50 lakh damages to former
diplomat LakshmiMurdeshwar
Puri, wife of UnionMinister for
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Hardeep Singh Puri, in a 2021
defamationcase.

A single-judge bench of
Justice Anup JairamBhambhani
orderedGokhale to apologise to
Puri,a formerassistantsecretary
general of theUN, onhis Xhan-
dle,whichshouldberetainedfor
“sixmonthsfromthedateitisput
out”aswellaspublishitinalead-
ing English daily in fourweeks.
The damages should be paid
withineightweeks, theHCsaid.

“Thebellcan’tbeunrung.The
damage caused to the plaintiff’s
(Puri) reputation by the offend-
ing tweets cannot be effaced
completely. An express, unre-
served and unconditional apol-
ogy is the very least that is re-
quired from defendant No.1
(Gokhale) for havingputout the

offending tweets... Furthermore,
defendantNo.1isrestrainedfrom
publishing any further tweet or
any other content on any social
media or other electronic plat-
form in relation to the imputa-
tions made in the offending
tweets,” theHCdirected.

InherlawsuitfiledinHC,Puri
had claimed that Gokhale, who
posted certain tweets about her,
had “tarnished her good name
and reputation bymaking reck-
lessandfalseallegations”inrela-
tion toher financial affairs in the
“contextofanapartmentthatshe
ownsinGeneva,Switzerland”.

JusticeBhambhaniobserved
that very few allegations can
“hurt a person associatedwith
publicoffice”morethananalle-
gationof“financialimpropriety”.

“... What is quite evident is
thatdefendantNo.1wasactually
targetingtheplaintiff’shusband,
whowas (and is even today) a
servingMinister under Central
Government, since it otherwise
defies reason as to why defen-
dantNo.1wouldtargettheplain-
tiffwhohadretiredfromforeign
service back in 2011,” the judge
said.

9 killed in accident
Jaipur:Ninepeoplediedinaroad
accident in Rajasthan’s Karauli
district onMondayevening. The
collisionbetweenaBoleroanda
truckalsoleftfourpeopleinjured.
According to police, 13 people
were returninghomeaftervisit-
ingKeolaDevi templewhen the
accidenttookplace. ENS

Justice Gavai: Disturbing instances
of judges canvassing for elevation

CBI books sepoy
housekeeper, 9
others in fake
job racket case
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Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation
Additional City Engineer Department

(5th Extension Notice)
Tender Notice No.:- NMMC/ACE/ 01 /2023-24

Name of work- Work For Collection & Transportation Of
Municipal Solid Waste And Related Allied Works In Navi
Mumbai Municipal Corporation
Estimated Cost :- :- B2 Type Tender

All the tenderer shall take note of that, details
tender of above work is available at website
https://mahatenders.gov.in

Tender submission would be online only through
website https://mahatenders.gov.in in the following
manner.

Time Schedule for E-Tender

Date of submission Dt.04/07/2024, 13.00 hrs.
Date of Opening Dt.05/07/2024, 16.00 hrs.

(If possible)

(Shirish Aradwad)
Additional City Engineer

Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEWDELHI, JULY1

THE INDIANArmy is ready and
capabletofaceallcurrentandfu-
ture security challenges facing
India, Army Chief General
Upendra Dwivedi said on
Mondayamidanincreaseinter-
ror incidents in the Jammubelt
andtheongoingborderstandoff
withChina ineasternLadakh.

In his initial remarks to the
media a day after taking over as
theArmyChief,GenDwivedisaid
working towards ensuring syn-
ergy among theArmy, Air Force
andtheNavywouldbeoneofhis
priorities. He added theArmy is
facing “uniqueoperational chal-
lenges” and to remain prepared
forsuchthreats,itiscrucialtocon-
tinueequippingsoldierswiththe
latestweapons. “I am fully con-
scious of the responsibility as-
signed to me and I assure the
countryandfellowcitizensthat
the IndianArmyis fullycapable
andreadytofaceallcurrentand
future challenges,” he said.

GenDwivedisaidthegeo-po-
liticallandscapeischangingrap-
idlyandtechnologyisevolvingat
a very fast pace. “The Indian
Army faces unique operational
challenges and to remain pre-
pared for such threats and dis-
tinctiverequirements,itiscrucial
thatwe continuously equip our
soldiers with state-of-the-art
weapons and technology and
continuetoevolveourwar-fight-
ingstrategies,”hesaid.

Gen Dwivedi said the Army

isonthepathtotransformation
and it aspires to be
“Atmanirbhar”indefenceandto
achieve this, indigenous initia-
tives will be encouraged and
maximum war systems and
equipment that are manufac-
tured in India will be inducted.
He added that he would focus
on ensuring that the Army is
readytooperateinthefullspec-
trumof conflict.

“It will bemy endeavour to
ensure that the Indian Army is
always ready to operate in the
full spectrum of conflict, main-
taining complete synergywith
theIndianNavy,IndianAirForce
andotherstakeholders,"hesaid,

adding that it will ensure that
India's interestsaresecuredand
webecomeamajorpillar of na-
tion building to achieve the vi-
sionofViksitBharat-2047.

Payinghis tributes tobrave-
heartswhomadesupremesac-
rifice in the line of duty, he said
hewas fully committed to pro-
tect the interests of all the per-
sonnelintheforceandtoextend
full support to ex-servicemen
andtheir families. "Itwillbemy
prioritytoensurethattheinter-
estsandwelfareofall ranksand
defenceciviliansof theArmyare
looked after," he said. “My re-
sponsibility towards veterans,
‘veernaris’andtheirfamiliesisa

sacred commitment and I as-
sure this extended family my
full support,” he said.

GenDwivediwill bringwith
him 40 years of operational ex-
periencewhichincludesseveral
command and staff appoint-
ments across northern, eastern,
andwestern theatres.

Aside frombringing in joint-
ness among the three services
and tackling the various opera-
tionalchallengesalongthefron-
tierswith Pakistan and China, a
fresh look at the Agnipath re-
cruitmentschemeandcontinu-
ing with themodernisation of
theArmyare likely tobeamong
hiskeypriorities.

GRSE signs deal
with Bangladesh
for 800-tonne
ocean-going tug

Australia doubles visa fee for foreign students

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

AGRICULTUREMINISTERShivraj
Singh ChouhanMonday kicked
off consultationswith states on
the farm sector, with holding
meetingswith agriculturemin-
isters of two states—
ChhattisgarhandAssam.

Inastatement,theAgriculture
Ministry said that Chouhan has
initiated“state-wisediscussions”,
underwhich theUnionMinister
heldameetingwithahigh-level
delegation including
ChhattisgarhAgricultureMinister
Ramvichar Netam at Krishi
BhavaninNewDelhi.

“During thediscussion along
withpromotingpulses, oilseeds,
horticulture etc. inChhattisgarh,
manyothertopicsrelatedtoagri-
cultureandfarmerswelfarewere
discussed,”itsaid,addingthatthe
Centrewillcontinuetoprovideall
possible assistance to
Chhattisgarh.“TheUnionMinister
saidtherewillbeadequateavail-
ability of inputs like fertilizers,
seedsintheKharif seasonandhe
gaveinstructionstotheconcerned
officials,”thestatementsaid.

Chouhan also held discus-
sions with Assam Agriculture
Minister Atul Bora. “During the
discussion alongwith promot-
ing soil health, PMFBY, increas-
ingstoragecapacity,horticulture
etc. inAssammanyother topics
related to agriculture and farm-
erswelfarewerediscussed,”the
Agriculture Ministry said in a
separate statement.

SynergyamongArmy,AirForceandNavyamongmypriorities:ArmyChief

Army facing unique operational
challenges, says GenDwivedi

Chief ofArmyStaffGeneralUpendraDwivedi inspectsaGuardofHonouratSouthBlock. PTI

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

INDIAANDPakistanexchanged
thelistsofcivilianprisonersand
fishermen in each other's cus-
tody, the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said Monday,
adding thatPakistanhasshared
thenamesof 43 civilianprison-
ersand211fishermeninitscus-
todywhoareIndianorbelieved-
to-be-Indian.

India has shared the names
of 366 civilian prisoners and 86
fishermeninitscustodywhoare
Pakistani or arebelieved-to-be-
Pakistani, the MEA said in a
statement.Undertheprovisions
of the bilateral agreement on
ConsularAccess2008, suchlists
are exchanged every year on
January 1 and July 1, the state-
ment said. The lists were ex-
changed “through diplomatic
channelssimultaneouslyatNew
Delhi and Islamabad”, it added.

According to the MEA, the
Government of India has called
for "early release and repatria-
tion"ofcivilianprisoners,fisher-
men alongwith their boats and
missing Indiandefenceperson-
nel fromPakistan's custody.

“Pakistan has been asked to
expeditethereleaseandrepatri-
ation of 185 Indian fishermen
andcivilianprisoners,whohave
completedtheirsentence.Inad-

dition, Pakistan has been asked
to provide immediate consular
access to the 47 civilian prison-
ers and fishermen in Pakistan's
custody, who are believed-to-
be-Indian and have not been
providedconsularaccesssofar,”
thestatement said.

Pakistanhasbeenrequested
toensurethesafety,securityand
welfare of all Indian and be-
lieved-to-be-Indiancivilianpris-
oners and fishermen, pending
their releaseandrepatriation to
India, it added.

TheMEA said India remains
committedtoaddressing,onpri-
ority, all humanitarianmatters,
including those pertaining to
prisonersandfishermenineach
other's country.

"In this context, India has
urged Pakistan to expedite the
nationality verification process
of 75 believed-to-be-Pakistani
civilianprisonersandfishermen
in India's custody, whose repa-
triation is pending for want of
nationality confirmation from
Pakistan," thestatement said.

“As a result of sustained ef-
forts by the government, 2,639
Indian fishermenand71 Indian
civilian prisoners have been
repatriated fromPakistan since
2014. This includes 478 Indian
fishermenand13Indiancivilian
prisonerswho have been repa-
triatedfromPakistansince2023
till date," it added.

Centrecalls forearly releaseof those
whohavecompletedtheir sentence

India, Pak share lists
of civilian prisoners,
fishermen in each
other’s custody: MEA

DIVYAA
NEWDELHI, JULY1

IN A move that could impact
prospective Indian students,
Australiahasannouncedthedou-
blingofstudentvisafeesforinter-
nationalstudentsfrom$473(AUD
710) to $1,068 (AUD1,600)with
effect from Monday and also
barredvariouscategoriesoftem-
poraryvisaholders toapply fora
studentvisafromwithinAustralia.

“Thechangeswillhelprestore
integrity toour international ed-
ucation system, andcreate ami-

gration systemwhich is fairer,
smallerandbetterabletodeliver
for Australia,” said Clare O’Neil,
Australia’s Minister for Home
Affairs and Cyber Security
Monday.Australiahasalsomade
changes to the savings require-
ment for students, by increasing
theminimumsavingsneededfor
a student visa fromAUD24,505
($16,146)toAUD29,710($19,576).

Those on Temporary
Graduate, Visitor, andMaritime
Crewvisas,will no longer be el-
igible toapply for a studentvisa
whiletheyare inAustralia,ade-
cisionwhich is expected to hit

Indian students, the second-
largestcommunityamonginter-
nationalstudentsinthecountry.

OfficialdatareleasedinMarch
by the Australian Bureau of
Statisticsshowednetoverseasmi-
grationwasat548,800duringthe
yearendingSeptember30,2023.
Australia recordedmore than a
lakh Indian students in 2022,
while in this year, between
JanuaryandSeptember,thenum-
berhasalreadycrossed1.2lakh.

Australia has traditionally
been among the top five desti-
nationsforIndianstudentsseek-
ing to studyabroad, besides the

US, UK and Canada. Amid
strained ties between India and
Canadasince lastyear, andwith
theUKbringinginstricterimmi-
grationrules,Australiaemerged
as the preferred destination.
After the hike in fees, an
Australian student visa has be-
comemoreexpensive than that
of theUSandCanada,whichare
currentlyunder$200.

AccordingtothelatestIndian
StudentMobilityReport2023by
Global Education Conclave,
around 1.3million Indian stu-
dents are studying abroadwith
thenumberincreasingeveryyear.

RSSCHIEFVISITS1965WARHERO’SVILLAGE

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,JULY1

DESPITE ITS differences, India
hasfunctionedasonenationfor
thousands of years and this
unitywasapparentwheneverit
faced attacks from Pakistan or
China,RashtriyaSwayamsewak
Sangh chief Mohan Bhagwat
saidMonday.

Bhagwat was speaking in
Ghazipurduring the launchof a
book on 1965 war hero Abdul
Hamid,whowasposthumously
awarded theParamVirChakra.

Bhagwat onMonday visited
the native village of Hamid,
Dhamupur,wherehereleaseda
bookonHamidtitled‘MerePapa
Paramvir’ and another book ti-
tled ‘BharatkaMusalman’.

During his address at the
event,Bhagwatsaid,“Despitedi-
versities, India isonenationand

one society. We have different
religions, castes, communities
andstatesinourcountryandwe
speak different languages, but
weallareoneinthenameof the
nation and the country. During
warwithenemycountries,peo-
ple fromall castes, religionsand
statesunite for thenation.”

Earlier,Bhagwatofferedtrib-
utesatthestatuesofHamidand
RasoolanBibi,Hamid'swife.

The book ‘Mere Papa Param
Vir’ iswrittenbyRamachandran
Srinivasanwhilethebook‘Bharat
Ka Musalman’ is authored by
Captain (retired) Maqsood
Ghazipuri. WITHPTIINPUT

‘Despite differences, India is one’:
Bhagwat releases book onHamid

RSSchiefMohanBhagwat inGhazipuronMonday.PTI

Public flogging: Law and
order collapsed, Mamata
should resign, says BJPBhopal: The Madhya Pradesh

government is preparing to in-
troduceanewBill tocurbpaper
leakswithprovisionofupto10-
year prison sentence and fine
that cangouptoRs1crore.

As per officials, the newBill
may be introduced in the ongo-
ing Monsoon Session of the
Assemblyoratalaterstageinthe
formofanordinance.Thegovern-
mentplanstocovertheexamina-
tion centre officials and other
serviceproviders incaseof apa-
per leak under the new Bill.
Officials are also planning on
whether the properties of ac-
cused personsmay also be at-
tached in such cases. “Chief
MinisterMohanYadavdiscussed
thiswithhiscouncilofministers
today. Therewill be other strin-
gent provisions in thenew law,”
saidanofficialMonday. ENS

MPmay bring
stringent Bill to
prevent paper leak

PALLAVISMART
MUMBAI, JULY1

AMID THE controversy at Tata
Instituteof Social Science (TISS)
over sudden termination of 55
teachersandover60non-teach-
ingstaffacrossitsfourcampuses
andthenitspromptwithdrawal,
anewissuehasbeenhighlighted
bytheTISSTeachersAssociation
(TISSTA). Termination of con-
tracts of asmany as four faculty
membersfromAdvancedCentre
forWomen Studies (ACWS) lo-
cated on its Mumbai campus
havestill notbeenretracted.

TISSTAonMondaysought“a
holistic roadmap from TISS ad-
ministration for regularisation
and absorption of TET faculty
andstaffwithmappingand fill-
ing of vacant backlog positions
andnewUGCposts.”

Teachershavepointedoutthat
theACWSisfundedbyUGCunder
short-schemeprogrammeswhich
are renewed every year or two.
And unlike the situation of 55
teachingand60non-teachingem-
ployeesofTISSwhosesalariesare
sourced fromtheTataEducation
Trust; salaryof these four faculty
members andonenon-teaching
staff,comesfromtheUGC.

According to the statement,
“Whennotices of terminationof
serviceswereissuedforstafffrom
TET-funded centres, similar no-
tices were issued to four staff
members from the ACWS too,
which have still not been re-
tracted.” Meanwhile,Progressive
Students Forum (PSF), an inde-
pendent students organisation
fromtheTISS,alsoissuedastate-
mentonMondaystatingthatthe
massterminationissueremains
unresolveduntilstudentsareas-
sured that there are adequate
number of teaching and non-
teachingstaff to runacademics.

Stating that the terminations
have beenwithdrawn after the
TET assured funding, the PSF
pointsoutthattheinstitutehasnot
clarified theperiodof extended
funding, causing uncertainty,
which“coulddemotivateemploy-
eesandmay forcemany to leave
theinstitute,”readsthestatement.

Stating that the institute ad-
ministrationispositivelyworking
toward chalking out a detailed
plan to ensure that such a situa-
tionisnotrepeated;aboutfaculty
membersfromAdvancedCentre
forWomen Studies, an official
said, “As soon as grants are re-
ceived fromtheUGC, their serv-
icestooshallberestored.”

Services of 4 staffers
yet to be restored:
TISS teachers’ body

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

TAKINGINTOaccountmediare-
ports that Foxconn India, ama-
jormanufacturerofAppleprod-
ucts, is excluding married
women from jobs at its iPhone
assembly plant in
Sriperumbudur,TamilNadu,the
National Human Rights
Commission(NHRC)onMonday
issuednotices to theCentreand
thestategovernment.

“The Commission has ob-
served that the contents of the
mediareports, if true, raisease-
rious issue of discrimination
againstmarriedwomencausing
the violation of the right to
equality andequal opportunity.
Therefore, the Commission has
issued notices to the Secretary,
UnionMinistry of Labour and
Employment and the Chief
Secretary,Governmentof Tamil

Naducallingforadetailedreport
inthematterwithinoneweek,”
theNHRCsaidinapressrelease.

TheNHRCsaidthestatemust
ensure that all companies follow
norms, regulations and related
labourlaws,includingtheright(s)
tohealth, dignity andequality. It
added that besides the
Constitution,severalinternational
covenants and treaties like the
International CovenantCivil and
Political Rights (ICCPR), and the
International Covenant of
Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights (ICESCR)provide fornon-
discriminationonthebasisofgen-
derinall formsofemployment.

Highlightingtheaccusations,
made by the company's former
employees, that Foxconn India
hadgivenhiringagenciesverbal
directions to this effect, the
NHRCalso tooknoteof thealle-
gation that the company does
nothiremarriedwomendue to
culturalissuesandsocietalpres-

sure.
TheNHRC’sactioncomesaf-

termedia reports lastweekdis-
closed that jobseekers in the
company were contacted be-
tween January 2023 andMay
this year, leading to the revela-
tion that only unmarried
womenwereeligibleforassem-
bly jobs, despite nomention of
anysuchpolicyinthecompany’s
advertisements.

“AWhatsApp chat between
amarriedcandidateandthehir-
ing agency of the companywas
also quoted in the news report
statingthatwhenthecandidate
askedaboutthesalaryandchild-
care facilityofferedby thecom-
pany,theresponsewas‘married
not allowed’,” the NHRC said in
itspress release.

The company has denied all
allegations of discrimination in
employment based onmarital
status, gender, religion or any
other form.

NHRC seeks reports from
Centre, TN over Foxconn’s
‘jobs bar on married women’

NewDelhi:Condemningtheflog-
ging incident in Uttar Dinajpur
districtofWestBengalinwhicha
TMC functionary has been ar-
rested, the BJP onMonday de-
mandedtheresignationofChief
MinisterMamataBanerjee.

Addressingapressconference
inDelhi,BJPspokerspersonGaurav
Bhatiasaidtherewasa“severede-
terioration” in the lawandorder
situationinWestBengal,andques-
tioned theCM’s commitment to
justiceandgovernance.

Calling the whipping of a
womanpublicly over an alleged
extramarital affair at a salishi
sabha (kangaroo court) “a grave
violation of dignity and funda-
mentalrights”,Bhatiasaid:“Itisa
shamethatshe(CMBanerjee)has
not spoken aword on this. As a

womananda chiefminister, she
shouldbethefirsttocomeoutand
condemnthisincident.”

“What makes the matter
worseisthefactthattheaccused
happens tobeaTMCleader.This
isablatantmiscarriageofjustice,”
theBJP leader claimed.Accusing
theCM“offailingtomaintainlaw
andorder”, he said, “Lawandor-
derhavecompletelycollapsedin
West Bengal.Mamata Banerjee
shouldresignasshecan’t ensure
thesafetyandsecurityofcitizens.”

Readingoutapurportedstate-
ment of TMCMLAHamdulillah,
Bhatiasaid:“Hejustifieditbysay-
ing thiskindof justiceprevails in
Islamicnations.Thusendorsinga
Talibanistyleofdispensingjustice
in a country that believes in the
Constitutionof India.” ENS

DEEKSHATERI
NEWDELHI, JULY1

THENATIONAL Testing Agency
(NTA)Monday released the re-
sultforNEET-UG2024retestthat
was conducted for 1,563 candi-
dateson June23.

With the revised results, the
topper tally has come down
from67to61,assixof thecandi-
dates –whose score jumped to
perfect720/720after theywere
awardedgracemarksduetoloss
ofexamtime–failedtogetaper-
fect score in the retest.

However,theyrepeatedhigh
scores upwards of 680. This
time, five out of six of those top
candidateshadappearedforthe
retest, and the one remaining

studentwillbetheoriginalscore,
i.e. scorewithoutgracemarks.

Inthisexam,asmanyas813of
the 1,563 candidates had ap-
pearedfortheretest,officialssaid.
Whiletheretestwasconductedin
thesamesixcities,theagencyhad
selectedsixnewexamcentresthis
time.Asperdata,noneofthetwo
candidates fromChandigarh ap-
pearedfortheexam.Atotalof291
studentsoutof602appearedfrom
Chhattisgarh, 1 student from
Gujarat,287outof 494appeared
fromHaryana,and234appeared
fromMeghalaya’sTura.

On Supreme Court’s and a
high-poweredcommittee’sorder,
NTA had conducted a retest on
June23for1,563candidates,who
were initially awarded grace
marks after they had claimed

theysufferedlossofexamtime.
The affected studentswere

given a choice to either retain
their original scores, i.e.without
gracemarks, or appear for the
retest. The students who ap-
pearedfortheretestwillbeissued
arevisedscore.However,thestu-
dents who have skipped the
retestwillnowbeawardedtheir
old original score, which is the
scorewithoutthegracemarks.

Meanwhile,thereareseveral
otherpetitions regardingNEET-
UG 2024 result in the Supreme
Court, majority of which will
nowbeheardon July8.

Additionally, the Centre is
nowconsidering the possibility
ofholdingNEET-UGonlinefrom
next year, senior officials have
toldThe IndianExpress.

No perfect scorer in NEET-UG
retest, toppers tally down to 61

NTA RELEASESRESULTOF 1,563CANDIDATES

Chouhan begins
state-wise talks,
meets Assam,
Chhattisgarh
ministers

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEWDELHI, JULY1

THE BANGLADESH Navy has
signed a deal with the Indian
GardenReach Shipbuilders and
Engineers (GRSE) for an 800-
tonneocean-goingtug—amajor
contract to be signed under a
$500-million line of credit that
was extended toBangladeshby
India for purchase of defence
equipment.

Thedealwas inkedinDhaka
Sundayinthepresenceofrepre-
sentatives of GRSE and the
Bangladesh Navy’s directorate
general of defence purchases. It
coincidedwithafour-dayvisitto
BangladeshbyIndianNavyChief
Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi,
aimedatstrengtheningbilateral
defence relations.

As perGRSE, the shipworth
approximately USD 21million
will be delivered to Bangladesh
within24months.Asperofficials,
the platform would help tow
shipsatsea,andwillalsobecapa-
bleof rescueoperations.

Thedevelopmentcomesamid
anincreasingChinesefootprintin
Bangladesh’s defencemarket.
Currently, the BangladeshNavy
has severalwarships of Chinese
origin. It also bought two sub-
marinesfromChinain2016.

Aseniordefenceofficial said
thedeal is critical as it helps ex-
pand India-Bangladesh mar-
itimeengagementbeyond joint
exercises and training between
the twonavies.

A seniordefenceofficial told
The IndianExpress that Indiahas
beenencouragingBangladeshto
send its naval assets to Indian
shipyards for repair andrefit.



PALLAVISMART
MUMBAI, JULY1

THEDISMISSALofover100employeesatthe
TataInstituteofSocialScience(TISS)campuses,
andthesubsequentwithdrawalof thatorder,
hasraisedconcernsaboutthehealthofoneof
India’spremierhighereducational institutes.

WhatwasthecontroversyatTISS?
On June 28, TISS dismissed close to 55

teachersand60non-teachingstaffmembers
across its four campuses in Mumbai,
Tuljapur,Hyderabad, andGuwahati. It cited
thenon-releaseof fundsforsalaryexpendi-
ture by the Tata Education Trust (TET), its
sponsoringbody, for thedismissal.

All terminated staffmemberswere con-
tractualemployeesappointedunderprojects
fundedbytheTataTrust.Withtheircontracts
settoexpireattheendofMay,TISSadministra-
tionsaidithadbeenpursuingmattersoffund

releaseandextensionof thegrantperiod.
“Apartfromcorrespondencefromthein-

stitute, a dedicated committeewas formed
encompassing senior faculty members to
pursue thematter with the Tata Trust. But
therewasno response,which led to thede-
cisiontodismisstheemployees,”saidanof-
ficial fromtheadministration.

The notices of dismissal of contracts
statedthat“intheeventofnon-receiptofap-
proval/grantfromTataEducationTrust”,the
employees’ serviceswould endwith effect
fromJune30.

TISSwithdrewthenoticesonJune30after
TET assured resources to the institute. “TET
has committed to releasing funds for the
salariesofTETproject/programmefacultyand
non-teachingstaff,”astatementsaid.TISSad-
ministration confirmed that the trust has
sanctionedRs4.79crore.

What ledtothedelay infunding?
Some facultymembers linked thedelay

torecentchangesintheinstitute’sorganisa-
tional structure, where certain decision-
making powerswere shifted from the Tata
Trust to the UnionMinistry of Education,
aroundsixmonthsago.

Founded in 1936 by the Sir Dorabji Tata
Trust(SDTT),TISSwasdeclareda“deemeduni-
versity” by theGovernmentof India in1964,
under section 3 of the
UniversityGrantsCommission
(UGC)Act of 1956. Adeemed
university isahigher learning
institute other than auniver-
sity,which isdeclaredassuch
bynotificationintheOfficialGazette.

Prior to the changes, the TISSGoverning
BoardwaschairedbyanomineefromSirRatan
Tata Trust, and included twonominees from
SDTT.TheCentralgovernmenthadonenom-
inatedmemberfromtheeducationministry.

However, UGC regulations in 2022 for
deemeduniversitiesstatedthatthosereceiv-
ingmore than 50 per cent of their funding

from the Centrewere to be brought under
thepurviewof theCentral government.

Therefore, the TISSGoverningBoardwas
replaced by the TISS Society chaired by the
Union EducationMinister. It has one nomi-
nated Tata Trust representative, apart from
other nominations from the chairman. The
TISS Society also facilitates the institute’s

ExecutiveCouncil, chairedby
the Vice-Chancellor. Apart
fromothergovernmentrepre-
sentatives,thecouncilhasfour
members nominated by the
EducationMinister.

Appointments tomajorposts suchas the
ChancellorandVice-Chancellorarenowalso
under the educationministry. Accordingly,
ProfessorDhirendraPalSinghwasappointed
as the Chancellor of TISS by theministry in
Aprilthisyear.

The TISS administration has dismissed
any connection between the recent events
and itsnewregulations.

Is the issueresolvednow?
The recently-cleared funding is likely to

onlysustainprojectstemporarily.ATISSofficial
saidaroundRs75 lakh is requiredpermonth
tocoversalariesforTataTrustprojects. “Even
theTataTrust isdemandingthat the institute
finds self-sustainableways to continue the
projectshereafter,”theofficialsaid.

Somestudentssaytheuncertaintycould
have a detrimental impact. Progressive
Students Forum, a TISS students’ organisa-
tion, issued a statement onMonday saying
the situation “could demotivate employees
andmay forcemanyto leave the institute”.

What is theplanofaction?
Todiscuss the issuewithTET, a commit-

teeof senior facultymembersandadminis-
tration representatives has been formed. It
is expected to arrive at a plan and roll it out
beforethelatestroundof fundingisusedup.

Thiswill includeidentifyingandcreating
necessary teaching and non-teaching posi-

tions that are approved by theUGC, so that
appointments canbemade through adver-
tisementof postsaccording toUGCnorms.

AccordingtoTISS’s2022-23annualreport,
thereare181UGC-sanctionedpositionsatTISS,
ofwhich164arefilled.Ofthe252administra-
tivepositions,162arefilled.Facultymembers
claimthatcloseto30UGC-approvedpositions
arecurrentlyvacant.

“Theironyhereisthatwehavevacantap-
proved positions and qualified individuals
forthejob,butpostsremainvacantandcon-
tractualemployeesaredismissedinsteadof
absorbing themon these positions,” a sen-
ior facultymember toldThe IndianExpress.

Stakeholders are also concerned about
potentialdelays.“Theinstitutecurrentlydoes
nothaveafull-timeVice-Chancellortochair
the Executive Council as per thenewstruc-
ture. In theabsenceof a full-timeVC, there-
cruitment process, including identification
of posts and their approval from theUGC is
likely tobedelayed,”saida facultymember.

EXPLAINED
EDUCATION

Why TISS dismissed over 100 employees, why decision was reversed

SHINYVARGHESE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

UNCHECKEDANDill-thought-outurbanex-
pansion is the principal reason behind
chronic urban flooding in Delhi, and the
largerNationalCapitalRegion (NCR).

Lastweek, a spell of heavy rain brought
partsofDelhitoastandstill,inundatingstreets,
causing hours-long traffic snarls, lengthy
powercuts, propertydamage, andat least11
deaths.While lastweek saw record rainfall,
floodingandwater-logginghavenowbecome
apartandparcelofDelhi’smonsoons.Factors
suchasinadequatedesiltingofdrainsbycivic
authoritiesplayapart,butattheheartofit,lies
adeeperproblem.

A rapidly growing city
Delhi is undergoing one of theworld’s

fastest urbanexpansions.According toNASA
data,Delhi’s geographic size almost doubled
from1991to2011.Mostofthisexpansionhas
occurredontheperipheriesofNewDelhi,with
erstwhileruralareasbecomingengulfedinthe
capital’surbansprawl.CitiesoutsideDelhi,but
apartof theNCR—Bahadurgarh,Ghaziabad,
Faridabad,Noida, andGurugram—havealso
witnessedrapidurbanisation.

According to theUNTheWorld’s Cities in
2018databooklet,DelhiwillovertakeTokyo
as theworld’smost populous city by 2030,
with an estimated population of nearly 39
million,roughlytwoandahalf timesitspop-
ulation in2000.

Topography and drainage
Thisurbanexpansionhaspaid littleheed

toDelhi’snaturaltopography.“Topographyde-
terminesdrainagepatterns,”ManuBhatnagar,
principal director, NaturalHeritageDivision,
INTACH,toldTheIndianExpress.“Ifonelooksat
Delhi’s historic cities— fromTughlakabad,
Mehrauli, and Shahjahanabad toCivil Lines,
NewDelhi, and the Cantonment area— all
were carefully selected, and built onhigher
ground.InDelhi’svillagestoo,thecentreofthe
villagewould always be five to sixmetres
higherthanthevillageperiphery,”hesaid.

Thisallowedrainwatertodrainout.Butas
the city has expanded, the land’s drainage
capacitieshavenotbeenkept inmind.

Withhigh-intensity rain there is signifi-
cantrun-off(unconfinedflowofwater,when
thereismorewaterontheland’ssurfacethan
itcanabsorb),andexistingdrainagesystems
havebeeninadequate,Bhatnagarexplained.

Concrete everywhere
“The layof the landslopes fromtheRidge

totheriver…it isabouta100-metredrop,”K
TRavindran,architectandurbandesigner,said.

But due to urbanisation, water cannot
flowdownthisgradient.“Today,muchofthe

watergetschannelisedintoconcretisednal-
lahs (drains), which have been turned into
sewagedumps,”Ravindransaid.

Construction in low-lying areasmakes
things worse. For instance, many nallahs
from across South Delhi converge at Sarai
Kale Khan, a low-lying area next to the
Yamuna. This iswhy thebustlingurbanvil-
lagesees intense floodingeveryyear.

ConstructioninDelhi’s floodplainsbegan
asearlyasthe1900s,whentheBritishdecided
tobuildarailwaylinealongtheriverbed.Much
later, the Ring Road came up, again on the
Yamunafloodplain.

Over the years, the floodplain has been
usedforbuildingbridges,buildings,andmuch
more.DelhiMetrobuilt amaintenance shed
onaround65hectaresof landnearKashmere
Gate.Duringthe2010CommonwealthGames,
a busmaintenance facility was built over
roughly25hectares,againonthefloodplains.

The ITO-PragatiMaidan area,which is pere-
nially floodedduringmonsoons,was once a
low-lyingwetland.

This concretisation leaves little room for
rainwatertopercolateintothesoil,andleadsto
flooding. Environmentalist CRBabu, behind
the ecological restoration of the Yamuna
Biodiversity Park (YBP), said: “When storm
drainsareconvertedintosewersandlandhas
beenconcretised,wherewillthewatergo?”

No ‘watermasterplan’
Ravindransaidthaturbanplannersneed

tocomeupwitha“watermasterplan”.
“Today, land is seen as real estate. There

has been a consistent neglect of water as a
planningresource…Infact,watershouldbe
theprimarydriving factor behindanymas-
terplanning,” he said. No comprehensive
planning accounting for the city’s water
flowshasbeencarriedoutinthelast70years.

This is why, for example, the Pragati
Maidan Tunnel, inaugurated by the Prime
Minister in2022, is floodedeachmonsoon.

Water bodies which can helpmanage
floodinghavealsobeendestroyed.“According
toofficialrecords,Delhihassome1,000water
bodies.Butonthegroundtherearenotmore
than400. These 600 ‘missing’water bodies
havebeenconvertedintovaluablerealestate,”
Bhatnagarsaid.

AsBabuput it: “Unlesswe stopbuilding
in low-lying areas, de-concretise our lawns
andpavements,andstopblockingthedrains
with solid waste, the floods won’t stop.
Understandinggradientsandworkingwith
the layof the land is crucial”.

Ravindran suggested setting up proper
filtration pits to carry thewater to aquifers
inlow-lyingareas.“Wecan’taffordtopump
out all of thewater every time.We have to
relyongravitational flow,”hesaid.
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Floods & urbanisation in Delhi
Thenationalcapital isundergoingoneof theworld’s fastesturbanexpansions,with littleregardforthe
land’snatural topography.Thishas leftDelhivulnerabletofloodingduringspellsof intenserainfall
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Low-lying areas around the Yamuna are flood prone

BENGALURU
13cmof rainfall in
Bengaluru’sRainbowDrive
Layout in2022;oneof the
worst floods in15years

“Wemustnotoverlookthe
criticalroleof thestorm
waterdrainnetworkin
replenishingthese
(Bengaluru’s lakes)water
bodies. It isanetworkwhich
iscrucialtothehealthof the
cityanditslakes.”
NARESHVNARASIMHAN,
ARCHITECT, URBANPLANNER

MUMBAI
94.4cmrainon July26,2005;
wettest24hoursever; city
stoppedentirely;more
than1,000dead

“Weneedtomakean
assessmentofourstorm
waterdrainsandseeif they
arecapableofhandling
excessiverain…Weneedto
thenimproveearlywarning
systems…Anevacuation
strategyis important.”
SUBIMALGHOSH,HEADOF
CLIMATESTUDIES, IIT BOMBAY

KOCHI&OTHER
KERALACITIES
Worstever floods inmid-
Aug2018;4districtsof
Kerala submerged;Kochi
inundated fordays

“Weneedstrong legal
systemsinplacetoensure
futurestructures followthe
layof the land,allowwater
topercolate,anddon’t
narrowdownstreams.”
MANOJKINI, MD, KERALA
TOURISM INFRASTRUCTURELTD.

(Theexperts spoke toThe IndianExpress in2023)

SHIMLA&OTHER
HILLTOWNS
Catastrophic rainfall in July-
Aug2023wreakedhavoc in
Mandi,Kullu,Manali, Shimla

“Thereshouldbenew
paradigmsof the
architectureof governance.
Communitiesshouldbe
madecustodiansandsome
kindof insurancemodel
shouldbedeveloped.”
TIKENDERPANWAR,
URBANSPECIALIST

Water-loggingundertheMintoBridge inNewDelhionJune28. PraveenKhanna

DELHI

SaraiKale
Khan

Pragati
Maidan

ITO

Yamuna
RiverKashmereGate

metroshed

Areasonbothsidesof theYamuna
Riverareproneto floodingduring
themonsoonseason.

MANYCITIES, SAMEPROBLEM

ANONNADUTT
NEWDELHI, JULY1

AUK-based teenager, OranKnowlson, has
become the first person in theworld to be
fittedwithabrainimplanttohelpbringhis
epileptic seizures under control. The deep
brain stimulation (DBS) de-
vice, which sends electrical
signalsdeepintothebrain,has
reducedKnowlson’sdaytime
seizuresby80%.

What isepilepsy?
Epilepsy, a condition that leads to recur-

ringseizures, seesapersonexperience jerk-
ing of arms and legs, temporary confusion,
staringspells,orstiffmuscles. It iscausedby
abnormalelectricalactivityinthebrain.

Thediseasehasno identifiablecause in

nearly 50% of the cases. However, head
trauma, tumours in the brain, some infec-
tions likemeningitis, or even genetics can
lead to epilepsy. It can increase the risk of
accidents,drownings, and falling.

In India, between 3 and 11.9 per 1,000
people suffer fromepilepsy, according toa
commentina2022Lancetstudy.Although

several anti-seizure medi-
cinesareavailableinthemar-
ket, 30% of the patients re-
main resistant to treatment.

Howdoesthedevicework?
The neurostimulator delivers constant

electricalimpulsestothebraintodisruptor
blockabnormalseizure-causingsignals.

A3.5cmsquare,0.6cminthickness, the
device was surgically implanted in
Knowlson’sskullandanchoredusingscrews,
TheGuardian reported. Thedoctor then in-

sertedtwoelectrodesdeepintohisbrainun-
til they reached the thalamus—a relay sta-
tion for all themotor and sensory informa-
tion. The ends of the electrodes were
connectedtotheneurostimulator.

The device was switched on after
Knowlsonrecoveredfromhissurgery.Itcan
berechargedbyawirelessheadphone.

What isDBS?
The device uses DBS, which is also

utilisedformovementdisordersassociated
with Parkinson’s, and other neurological
conditions.AlthoughDBShasbeentriedbe-
foreforchildhoodepilepsy,untilnowneu-
rostimulatorswereplaced inthechest (in-
steadofthebrain),withwiresrunningupto
the brainwhere the leadswere placed on
theaffectedregion, according to theBBC.

“Use of deep brain stimulation for the
treatment of epilepsy is not new.Wehave

beendoing it for nearly adecade. There are
newdevicesenteringthemarket,butitisim-
portanttounderstandthatit isnotamiracle
cure,”DrManjari Tripathi, headof theneu-

rologydepartmentatAIIMS,NewDelhi,said.
It is not the first line of treatment for

epilepsy.Doctorsfirstuseanti-seizuremed-
icinesandaketogenicdiet,whichishighin
fatsandlowincarbohydrates.Althoughthe
reasons are not well understood, a keto-
genicdietisknowntoreduceseizures,even
in children with treatment-resistant
epilepsy. If thatdoesnotwork,doctorscan
carryoutbrainsurgerytoremoveaportion
of thebrainwhere theseizuresoriginate.

Another surgery called corpus calloso-
tomymay be suggested in some children.
Inthis,doctorsremoveapartthatconnects
bothhalvesof thebrain,whichdoesnotal-
low abnormal electrical signals to travel
fromonehalf of thebrain toanother.

“Surgeryisstillpreferabletoimplanting
a DBS device. Currently, the DBS devices
available in themarket reduce seizures by
around 40%. In comparison, seizures drop

bynearly90%if thepatientundergoessur-
gery,”DrTripathi said.

Howexpensive isDBS?
“NeurostimulatorscostaboutRs12lakh.

There are additional surgical costs that one
hastopayinprivatehospitals,increasingthe
cost toaboutRs17 lakh,”DrTripathi said. In
comparison, a brain surgery costs between
Rs20,000andRs30,000,sheadded.

Keepingthisinmind,DrTripathisaidthat
such devices should be suggested only for
thosewhohave epilepsywhich originates
fromdifferent parts of thebrain (insteadof
one focal point),makingoperations less vi-
able.DBScanalsobeanoptionwhendrugs
anddiethavefailedtocontrolseizures.

Among the thousands of epilepsy pa-
tients thatAIIMS iscurrently treating,only
seven have undergone DBS therapy —
aroundoneperyear,DrTripathi said.

How theworld’s first brain implant to control epileptic seizuresworks
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IN HIS first address as the Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha on Monday,
Rahul Gandhi claimed that his micro-
phonehadbeenrepeatedlyswitchedoff
in theHouse.

In response, Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla objected tomembers “casting as-
persionsontheChair”.

Birla said, “The Chair only gives rul-
ing/directives.Thememberwhosename
is called gets to speak in theHouse. The
mic is controlled as per the directives of
theChair. Thepersonsitting in theChair
does not have a remote control or a
switch for themicrophones”.

Rahul had raised the issue last week
aswell. Hehad claimedhismicrophone
was switched off when he tried raising
the issue of irregularities in the NEET
examination.

Whoadministersmics inLokSabha?
Accordingtoa2014manual fromthe

Lok Sabha Secretariat, eachMP is pro-
videdwith amicrophone and a switch
set at their desks in the House. The sys-
temislinkedtothedivision/seatnumber
allottedtothemembers.Allthedesksare
numbered in thisway.

Each switchboard contains switches
indifferent colours.Agreyswitchcanbe
pressed for a request to speak.When a
memberwants to speak, they raise their
handtoindicatethesametotheSpeaker,
while pressing the grey button. Themic
is “activated from the control roomonly

whenthememberhasbeenpermittedby
theSpeaker tospeak”, themanualsays.

Thisisindicatedintwoways:withthe
LEDringaroundthebuttonlightingupin
redandtheLEDontopofthemicrophone
alsogoingred.

Doesturningoff themicconstitute
breachofprivilege?

In July 2023, the Leader of the
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha and
CongressnationalpresidentMallikarjun
Khargesaidhismicwasturnedoffwhile
he was speaking in the House. He de-
scribed it as a “breach of my privilege”,
referringtotheconceptofparliamentary
privilege.

The powers, privileges and immuni-
tiesof eitherHouseof Parliamentandof
its Members and committees are laid
down in Article 105 of the Indian
Constitution. Article 194 deals with the
powers,privilegesandimmunitiesof the
State Legislatures, their Members and
their committees.

While theConstitutionhasaccorded
special privileges and powers to parlia-
mentarians and legislators “tomaintain
thedignityandauthorityof theHouses”,
they are not codified. Thus, there are no
clear, notified rules to decidewhat con-
stitutesabreachofprivilege,andthepun-
ishment it attracts.

It is a breach of privilege and con-
temptof theHouse tomakespeechesor
toprint or publish libel reflectingon the
characterorproceedingsoftheHouse,its
committees, or on anymember of the
House for or relating to his character or
conductasa legislator.

RAHULGANDHI,OMBIRLAFACE-OFF:
WHOCONTROLSLOKSABHAMICS?

LokSabhaSpeakerOmBirla (left)andLeaderofOppositionRahul
Gandhi inLokSabhaonMonday. PTI

EXPLAINED PARLIAMENT
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GOLD
`72,350

USDRATE
`83.44

OIL
$86.01

SILVER
`90,300

Note:Gold, silverratesatDelhi spotmarket,goldper10g, silverper1kg;Crudeoil (Indianbasket)asof June28

Internationalmarketdatatill 1900 IST

BRIEFLY
SebiasksMIIs
toimplement
uniformcharges
NewDelhi: The Securities
andExchangeBoardofIndia
onMonday directed stock
exchangesandothermarket
infrastructure institutions
(MIIs) to implement a uni-
formandequalchargestruc-
ture for allmembers rather
thanvaryingchargesbased
on their volumeor activity.
It instructed exchanges,
clearing corporations, and
depositories constituted as
MIIstoensurethatanychar-
ges recovered fromtheend
clientare‘TruetoLabel’.PTI

Indiaraises
windfalltax
oncrudeoil
NewDelhi: The Centre has
raisedwindfalltaxonpetro-
leumcrudetoRs6,000/me-
tric tonne from Rs 3,250
fromJuly2. REUTERS

PFLtoacquire
PAL’spersonal,
homecarebiz
NewDelhi: Patanjali Foods
Ltd (PFL)has said itwill ac-
quire Patanjali Ayurved’s
(PAL)home&personal care
businessforRs1,100crore,as
part of efforts to becomea
leadingFMCGcompany.PTI

INDIANREFINERS IMPORT2.13MNBPDOFRUSSIANCRUDEOIL INJUNE

SUKALPSHARMA
NEWDELHI, JULY1

INDIA’SRUSSIANoilimportsrose
toanear-peaklevelinJunepow-
eredby thehighest-ever import
volumesofMoscow’skeycrude
grade Urals, as per oil tanker
tracking data and industry ex-
perts. Additional availability of
Russiancrudeforexportmarkets
duetoUkrainiandronestrikeson
Russian refinery infrastructure
andsizablepricedifferentialvis-
à-vis competingMiddle Eastern
crude grades have led to higher
flowsofRussianoiltoIndiainre-
centmonths.

The rise in India’s import of
discounted Russian oil over the
past fewmonths has hit flows
fromSaudiArabiathemost,with
June import volumes from
Riyadh falling to the lowest
monthly level in over a decade,
thedatashows.

Indianrefinersimportedato-
talof2.13millionbarrelsperday
(bpd)ofRussiancrudeoilinJune,
thehighestsinceMayoflastyear,
whenRussiancrudeimportshad
hit a record high of 2.15million
bpd, as per provisional ship-
tracking data from commodity
market analytics firm Kpler.
India’sRussianoilimportsinJune
were7.2percenthighersequen-
tially,andaccountedforasmuch

as 45 per cent of India’s total oil
imports for themonth.

Oil imports from Saudi
Arabia—India’s third-biggest
source market for crude—de-
clined over 25 per cent sequen-
tiallyto0.41millionbpd,thelow-
est inover10years.Theprimary
reason for the decline is seen as
theampleavailabilityofRussian
crudeanditscontinuedpricead-
vantageoverRiyadh’soil.

“Confirming that the largest
suffererofhigherRussianinflows
have been Saudi term volumes,
the June imports from Saudi

Arabia came in at ... the lowest
monthly figure since January
2014,” said Viktor Katona, head
of crude analysis at Kpler.
According to industrywatchers,
Uralshasapriceadvantageof$6-
7 per barrel over Saudi Arabian
medium-sourgrades.

Urals, amedium-sour crude,
isseenasRussia’s flagshipcrude
grade, and is the mainstay of
India’s Russian oil imports. In
June, Indian refiners cumula-
tivelybought1.61millionbpdof
Urals crude, the highest ever.
India’s Urals import volumes in

Juneaccountedforthree-fourths
of NewDelhi’s total oil imports
from Moscow. Evidently, the
price differential betweenUrals
and competing crude grades
from India’s traditional West
Asian supplierswas significant
enoughforIndianrefinerstopre-
fer theRussiangrade.

“Even though 800,000 bpd
imports from Iraq (in June) are
nowhere near asweak as Saudi
Arabianimports,andarethelow-
est since February 2024.While
definitely not a record low, June
inflows(of Iraqioil)toIndiawere
neverthelessmarkedby amuch
lower interest in Iraq’smedium
sourgrade,BasrahMedium.The
heaviest Iraqi grade, Basrah
Heavy, has been quite stable in
termsofIndianinterest.So,what-
evercompeteswithUrals seems
to be losing out nowadays,”
Katonasaid.IraqisIndia’ssecond-
biggestsourceofcrudeoil.

Junealsomarkeda17-month
high in India’s oil imports from
the United States (US), making
WashingtonNewDelhi’sfourth-
largestsourceofcrudeoilinJune,
upa spot from itsusual fifthpo-
sition.Indianrefinersimporteda
totalof0.37millionbpdofcrude
fromtheUSinJune.Theincrease
in import volumes from theUS
wasevidentlyonaccountoflight
American crude—mainly shale
oil—becomingrelativelycheaper

than comparable grades from
West Asia. India’s oil imports
from the USmostly are of light
sweet grades that are routinely
blended with heavier barrels
from Russia, Iraq, and Saudi
Arabia.

“As India imports increas-
inglymoreRussianbarrels,refin-
ersneedsomelightergrades,too,
tocounterbalancethedensityof
heaviergrades.Forthat,USshale
oil has become the answer,”
Katonasaid.

Prior to thewar in Ukraine,
Iraq and Saudi Arabiawere the
top two suppliers of crudeoil to
India. But as theWest started
weaningitselfoffRussianenergy
supplies following Moscow’s
February 2022 invasion of
Ukraine, Russia started offering
discountsonitscrudeandIndian
refiners startedsnappingupthe
discountedbarrels.

As theworld’s third-largest
consumerofcrudeoilwithahigh
importdependencylevelofover
85 per cent, India is extremely
sensitive to oil prices. Although
tradesourceshaveindicatedthat
discountsonRussiancrudehave
shrunk considerably over the
pastmonths,Indianrefinershave
evidentlyremainedkeenonbuy-
ingRussian oil as given thehigh
importvolumes,evenlowerdis-
count levels lead to significant
savings.

HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI,JULY1

THERESERVEBankof India(RBI)
hasjoinedProjectNexus,amulti-
lateral international initiative to
enableinstantcross-borderretail
paymentsbyinterlinkingdomes-
ticFastPaymentsSystems(FPSs).
India’s Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) and FPSs of
Malaysia, the Philippines,
Singapore and Thailandwill be
interlinkedthroughNexus.Going
ahead, the platform can be ex-
tendedtomorecountries.

What is ProjectNexus?
Project Nexus is conceptu-

alisedby the InnovationHubof
the Bank for International
Settlements(BIS). Itseekstoen-
hance cross-border pay-
ments by connecting
multiple domestic in-
stant payment systems
(IPS)globally. It isthefirst
BIS InnovationHubproj-
ect in thepayments area
to move towards live imple-
mentation.

TheReserveBankofIndiahas
been collaborating bilaterally
with various countries to link
India’s Fast Payments System
(FPS)–UPI,withtheir respective
FPSs for cross-border Person to
Person (P2P) and Person to
Merchant (P2M) payments.
WhileIndiaanditspartnercoun-
tries can continue to benefit
throughsuchbilateralconnectiv-
ityofFPS,amultilateralapproach

will provide further impetus to
theRBI’seffortsinexpandingthe
internationalreachofIndianpay-
mentsystems.

Inover70countriestodaydo-
mesticpaymentsreachtheirdes-
tination in seconds at near-zero
cost to the sender or recipient.
This is thanks to the growing

availability of instant
payment systems.
ConnectingtheseIPSto
each other can enable
cross-border pay-
ments from sender to
recipient within 60

seconds (inmostcases), accord-
ingtotheBIS.

What are thebenefits
of theplatform?

Project Nexus is designed to
standardise theway IPS connect
toeachother.Rather thanapay-
ment systemoperator building
custom connections for every
newcountry that it connects to,
the operator canmakeone con-
nection to the Nexus platform.
This single connection allows a

fastpaymentssystemtoreachall
other countries on the network.
Nexus could significantly accel-
eratethegrowthofinstantcross-
borderpayments.

Which countries have
joined theplatform?

ProjectNexusaimstoconnect
the FPSs of four Association of
SoutheastAsianNations(ASEAN)
— Malaysia, Philippines,
Singapore, and Thailand; and
India,whowould be the found-
ing members and first mover
countriesof thisplatform.

An agreement on this was
signed by the BIS and the cen-
tral banks of the founding
countries i.e., Bank Negara
Malaysia (BNM), Bank of
Thailand(BOT),BangkoSentral
ng Pilipinas (BSP), Monetary
Authority of Singapore (MAS),
and Reserve Bank of India on
June 30, 2024, in Basel,
Switzerland. Indonesiawillalso
join the platform in future.
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MAHINDRA&Mahindra(M&M)
andToyotaoutpaced the rest of
the auto pack in June, posting
double-digit growth in June
while their rivals saw volumes
rise in lowsingle-digits.

The passenger vehicle (PV)
industry recorded wholesale
volumes (company dispatches
to dealers) of 340,784 units, as
per estimates provided by
Maruti Suzuki. This was a
growth of just under 4 per cent
year-on-year.

Without M&M and Toyota,
the industryvolumesaredown
1percent.“Theincrease(invol-
umes in June) is coming from
the launchof newmodels from
the competition,” Partho
Banerjee,headofsalesandmar-
keting,Maruti Suzuki said.

Searingtemperaturesacross
the north of the country were
blamed for the lacklustre per-

formance, making automotive
companies keep their show-
roomsopenwellpasttheirusual
closing time. Maruti Suzuki’s
domesticvolumesforJunegrew
3percenty-o-yto137,160units,
drivenbyitsutilityvehiclessuch
asBrezzaandErtiga. Itscardivi-
sion sawvolumecontractionof
8 per cent led by Alto and S-
Presso.

M&M saw domestic sales
growing 23 per cent y-o-y to
40,022unitsinJune,poweredby
demandforthenewlylaunched

compact sport utility vehicle
XUV3X0. Toyota Kirloskar
recorded the biggest growth at
41percent,selling25,752units,
one-third of whichweremade
by Maruti. Hyundai and Tata
Motors had a disappointing
June. The Korean car brand,
which is the second largest car-
maker in India, recorded near-
zero growth during themonth,
selling just100moreunits than
the last June to50,103units.

Tata Motors, the country’s
thirdlargestPVfirm,postedan8
per cent y-o-y drop in volumes
to43,524units.Thiswaslargely
duetoadecline inelectricvehi-
cle volumes. Kia, the other
Korean brand in the country,
saw a 10 per cent y-o-y growth
in volumes to 21,300 units on
the back of demand for the re-
cently launchedSonet SUV.

ThePV industry is staring at
a supply glut in comingweeks
aschannel inventoryhasbegun
torise, leadingtoanunusual in-
crease indiscount levels. FE

ANEESHUSSAIN
BENGALURU,JULY1

GAURAVMUNJAL-LED edtech
startupUnacademyhas laid off
around600employees,or10per
centofitsemployeebase,initslat-
est roundof business restructur-
ing, sources said. Employees
acrosstechnology,marketing,and
salesteamshavebeenimpacted.

Theprocesstoidentifysurplus
employeesbeganonJune15and
endedonJune30,sourcessaid.An
Unacademy spokesperson de-
clinedtocommentonthematter.

Oneemployeewhowasletgo
said, “Wewere given anultima-
tumtoeitherresignorfacetermi-
nation.”InApril2022,Unacademy

hadlaidoffaround1,000employ-
eesaspartof amassivecost-cut-
tingexercise.Thiswasfollowedby
another 350 jobs being cut in
March2023.

This latest round of layoffs
comealittleafteramonthwhen
UnacademyGroup’smedicalen-
trance test prep platform,
PrepLadder, sacked around 145
employees aspart of a change in
sales strategy. Thiswas the third
roundof layoffs at PrepLadder in
thepast threeyears.Unacademy
hadacquired PrepLadder in July
2020for$50million.Onaconsol-
idated basis, Unacademy has
managed to reduce its losses by
40per cent toRs1,678.1 crore in
FY23fromRs2,847.9crore in the
precedingyear. FE

Unacademy lays
off 600 employees

File

What is Project Nexus
that RBI has signed up for?

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JULY1

GROSSGOODSandServices Tax
(GST)collectionsrose7.7percent
year-on-yeartoRs1.74lakhcrore
inJune(forsalesinMay),sources
saidonMonday.This istheslow-
est rate of growth inGST collec-
tionsinthreeyears,withthepre-
vious slower pace of growth
recordedinJune2021.

Withthis releaseonMonday,
whichwas also the seventh an-
niversaryoftherolloutoftheindi-
rect tax regime, the government
stopped the official release of
monthly gross GST collections
thatwereusually announcedon
the first day of every month.
Sourcessaidthegovernmentwill
not be releasing any statement
withregardtoGSTcollectionsgo-
ingahead.

Theusual releaseonGSTcol-
lections used to include state-
wisebreakupoftherevenuecol-
lectedineachstate,whichwould
act as an indicator of the eco-
nomic and consumption activi-
ties.Italsousedtoincludedetails
such as breakup of Central GST
(CGST),stateGST(GST)andcom-
pensationcesscollectedfromim-
ports anddomestic sales during
themonth.

SourcessaidthegrossGSTcol-

lectionstoodatRs5.57lakhcrore
sofar inthis financialyear(April-
June). The government had col-
lectedRs1.73 lakh crore as gross
GSTinMay2024andRs1.61lakh
croreinJune2023.TheIntegrated
GST(IGST)worthRs39,586crore
wassettledtowardsCGSTandRs
33,548 crore towards SGST,
sourcessaid.TheGSTmop-uphad
touched a record high of Rs 2.1
lakhcroreinApril.

Inaseparateseriesofpostson
social media platform X, the
FinanceMinistryontheoccasion
ofsevenyearsofGSTsaidtheindi-
recttaxregimehasreducedtaxes
onhouseholdgoods,andbrought
“happiness and relief to every

home”. “With reduced tax rates
onhouseholdgoodsafterGSTim-
plementation,#7yearsofGSThas
brought happiness and relief to
everyhomethroughlowerGSTon
householdappliancesandmobile
phones,” theMinistry said in a
postonX.

TheGSTtaxpayerbasehasin-
creasedto1.46croreinApril2024
from1.05croreasofApril2018,it
said.Givingcomparativechartsof
pre- and post-GST tax rates of
household goods, theMinistry
saidGSThasenhancedtheeaseof
livingwitheveryhousehold sav-
ingonexpenditureonfooditems
and itemsofmass consumption
afterGSTimplementation.

■Searingtemperatures
acrossthenorthwere
blamedforthelacklustre
performance,making
automakerskeeptheir
showroomsopenwell
pastusualclosingtime

DEMANDSUBDUED
DUETOHEATWAVES

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, JULY1

FIRMSREPORTEDa19-yearhigh
upturn in employment in June
whichalsosawthemanufactur-
ing sector recover someground
lostinMay,aidedbyexpansions
in new orders, output and buy-
ing levels, asperasurvey.

Rising from 57.5 in May to
58.3 in June, the seasonally ad-
justed HSBC India India
Manufacturing Purchasing
Managers’Index(PMI)indicated
asharper improvement inbusi-
ness conditions with the PMI
comfortably above its long-run
average.

Areadingabove50indicates
anoverall increase.

Costpressuresrecededfrom
May, but were nevertheless
amongthehighestoverthepast
twoyears.Asaresult,companies
lifted sellingprices to thegreat-
estextent sinceMay2022.

“Manufacturerswereableto
pass on higher costs to cus-
tomers, as demand remained
robust, resulting in improved

margin,” said Maitreyi Das,
Global Economist at HSBC.
“While the overall outlook for
the manufacturing sector re-
mains positive, the future out-
put index receded to a three-
month low, albeit it remains
above thehistorical average.”

Theperformanceof thecon-
sumergoodsindustrywasespe-
cially strong, although substan-
tial increaseswerealsonoted in
the intermediate and invest-
ment goods categories, accord-
ing to the survey. As a conse-
quence of ongoing increases in
neworderintakes,firmsstepped
uprecruitment. FE

SUPPLIER VOLUME(thousandbpd)
Russia 2,134
Iraq 799
SaudiArabia 411
US 372
UAE 345
Others 679
Source:Kpler

INDIA’S OIL
IMPORTS IN JUNE

TOTAL

4,740

Russianoil imports surge to 13-month
high,Saudi volumescrash todecade-low

‘JOBCREATIONAT19-YEARPEAK’

■Risingfrom57.5inMay
to58.3inJune,the
seasonallyadjusted
HSBCIndiaIndia
Manufacturing
PurchasingManagers’
Index(PMI) indicateda
sharperimprovementin
businessconditions

AT58.3 IN JUNE

‘Manufacturing PMI
ticks higher in June,
firms step uphiring’

Notice Inviting open E-Tender

Open e-tender cum e-auction for provision of
catering services for a period of Five years through
various JanAhaars/RefreshmentRooms

Open e-tender cum e-auction for provision of
catering services for a period of One year through
RefreshmentRoomatVijayawada railway station

IRCTC-SOUTHCENTRALZONE invites the followingOpenE-Tenders: -
S. Units Particulars LastDate of
No. Submission
1 JanAhaars 19.07.2024@
2 Refreshment 15.00 hrs

Rooms
3 Refreshment 19.07.2024@

Room/ 15.00 hrs
Vijayawada

4 JanAhaar at 19.07.2024@
Bhubaneswar 15.00 hrs

5 Fast Food 19.07.2024@
units 15.00 hrs

6 FoodPlaza 19.07.2024@
15.00 hrs

Tender document downloading & participation can be done on Website:-
< www.tenderwizard.com/IRCTC >

In case of any corrigendum/addendum issued on the above advertisement, it will be
published only onwebsitewww.irctc.com andwww.tenderwizard.com/IRCTC.

Office Address: IRCTC Ltd., South Central Zone, #9-1-129/1/102, 1st Floor,
Oxford Plaza, Sarojini Devi Road, Secunderabad - 500003

IRCTC

Indian Railway Catering & Tourism Corporation Ltd
(A Government of India Enterprise-Mini Ratna Category-I)

CIN:L74899DL1999GOI101707

Open e-tender cum e-auction for provision of
catering services for a period of One year through
JanAhaar at BhubaneswarRailwayStation

E-tender cum auction for setting up, operation and
management of Fast-Food units at railway stations
for a period ofFive years.

E-tender cum auction for setting up, operation and
management of Food Plaza at Cherlapalli railway
station for a period ofNineyears.

Tender No : 10/2024 -25/ KWA/ PHC/ TVLA (RT-1)
AMRUT- UWSS to Kaimalapara scheme in Adoor Municipality- Construction of 5LL
OHSR, Laying 200mm DI CWPM, Mace. of WTP, Strengthening and extension of
Distribution works, Supply and Erection of Pump set and Providing 800 FHTCs including
road restoration works. EMD : Rs. 200000 Tender fee : Rs. 13010 Last Date for submitting
Tender : 18-07-2024 02:00:pm Phone : 04692600162 Website : www.kwa.kerala.gov.in
www.etenders.kerala.gov.in

Superintending Engineer
PH Circle

KWA-JB-GL-6-141-2024-25 Pathanamthitta

Passenger vehicle dispatches:M&M,
Toyota defymuted June trend

GROSSGSTCOLLECTIONAT `5.57 LAKHCR
SO FAR IN THIS FINANCIAL YEAR (APR-JUN)
SOURCES SAID the gross
GST collection stoodat
Rs 5.57 lakh crore so far
in this financial year
(April-June)
WITHTHIS releaseon
Monday,whichwasalso
theseventhanniversaryof
therolloutof the indirect
taxregime, thegovernm-
entstoppedtheofficial
releaseofmonthlygross

GSTcollectionsthatwere
usuallyannouncedonthe
firstdayof everymonth
THEUSUAL release
onGSTcollections
used to include
state-wisebreakupof
the revenuecollected
ineach state,which
wouldact as an indicator
of theeconomicand
consumptionactivities

GSTcollection rises 7.7%
to `1.74L cr in June; slowest
rate of growth in 3 years
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GOVERNMENT OF GUJARAT
NARMADA WATER RESOURCES WATER SUPPLY &

KALPSAR DEPARTMENT
E-TENDER NOTICE NO.06 OF 2024-25

In the Name and on Behalf of Governor Gujarat State, The Executive
Engineer, Ver-II Project Division, Vyara, Dist: Tapi Pincode No. 394650
(Phone no. 02626- 222090) invites online tender from registered contractors
in the class shown below for the Work as under.
Sr. Name of Work (1) Estimate Cost
No (2) Class of Registration

(3) E.M.D.
(4) Tender Fee D.D.
(5) Solvencv
(6) Time Limit

1. Engineering Procurement and Constru- (1) Rs.79,12,80,486.97/-
ction (EPC) Construction Work of Air- (2) "AA" Class
filled Rubber Dam Across River Ambika (3) Rs.79,13,000.00/-
near village Pathakavadi, Ta.Dolvan, (4) Rs. 18,000/-
Dist.Tapi. (5) Rs.15,82,56,097/-

(6) 24 Months.
2. Downloading of tender Dt.04/07/2024 to Dt. 05/08/2024

Document up to 18.00 Hrs.
3. Tender Uploading Date Dt.04/07/2024 to Dt. 05/08/2024

up to 18.00 Hrs.
4. Pre-bid Conference Date and Dt.18/07/2024 at 12.00 Hrs. Office of

Address Committee Room, Block No.9
Fourth floor, Sachivalay
Gandhinagar.

5 Last date & Physical Submission Up to dt.16/08/2024 up to 18.00 Hrs.
of Tender fee, EMD & Other Executive Engineer, Ver-ll, Project
Documents in Division office Division,Vyara Dist-Tapi
during office hours by RPAD/ Ph.No.02626-222090
Speed Post only.

5. P.Q. Bid Opening Date & Time On Dt. 06/08/2024, upto 18.00 Hrs.
Office of Superintending Engineer,
Ukai Circle (Civil), Ukai.

6. Inquiry/ Contact office Executive Engineer, Ver-ll, Project
Address Division,Vyara Dist-Tapi

Ph.No.02626-222090
Superintending Engineer, Ukai
Circle (Civil), Ukai, Dist-Tapi
Ph.No.02624-233270, 233269

Detailed notice of these works can be found on the website
https://tender.nprocure.com or more details regarding these works can be
obtained by contacting this office during working days.

No.INF-Surat/206/2024

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
No. F.13(2)-Trans-2010(VoI-I)/ Dated, the 27-06-2024

The DEPUTY SECRETARY, Transport Department, Tripura
on behalf of Governor of Tripura invites e-tender under TWO
BID SYSTEM (Technical & Financial bids) from eligible
commercial permit holders (Non-scheduled category) for WET
LEASE OF ONEDOUBLE/TWIN ENGINE LIGHT / MEDIUM
DUTY passenger helicopter of following specification for an
initial period of 4 (four) years and extendable for another 1
(one) year on same rates, terms and conditions.

2. One Twin Engine Light/Medium Duty passenger helicopter
having carrying capacity ofMinimum six (6) passengers@
85 Kg each including baggage at 10 Kgs per passenger for
each passenger, excluding pilots, crew and ATF for official
use of VIPs, senior officers and public. Annual utilization of
helicopter is likely to be 480 hours approximately.

3. Other terms and conditions and technical parameters
required for the helicopter are specified in the detail Tender
Documents.

4. If you are in a position to quote for Wet Leasing of Helicopter
in accordance with the requirement stated in the attached
tender, all documents attached herewith should be fully
filled in and submitted e-tender.

Sd/-
Deputy Secretary

Government of Tripura,
Transport Department,

ICA/C/623/24 Agartala

GOVERNMENT OF MEGHALAYA
POWER DEPARTMENT

Dated Shillong, the 28th June, 2024

ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE
Applications are invited with necessary documents from the Retired
Officers of Meghalaya Energy Corporation limited (MeECL) of the
rank of Director or Chief Engineer for 1(one) post of Chief Technical
Adviser (Generation) and 1(one) post of Chief Technical Adviser
(Distribution & Transmission) in the Power Department on contractual
basis initially for a period of 1(one) year. The term of appointment may
be extended from time to time with the approval of the Competent
Authority.
The application should be submitted to the Under Secretary to the
Government of Meghalaya, Power Department, Room No. 512,
Additional Building, Meghalaya (Civil) Secretariat,, Shillong latest by
15-07-2024.

Sd/-
Commissioner & secretary to the Government of Meghalaya,

Power Department.MIPR No./378

TAMIL NADU GENERATION AND DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LTD
TENDER NOTICE : TANGEDCO/SWAP/ SW-01/2024

DIPR/2152/Tender/2024

TANGEDCO invites offers from Utilities / Traders (Bidders) for banking of power
on a short term basis for the supply of power by TANGEDCO from 15.07.2024 to
30.09.2024 and will accept the return of RTC / Peak Hour power by Utilities and
Traders from 01.03.2025 to 31.05.2025. The offer should reach the office on or
before 08.07.2024 at 13.00 Hrs and will be opened at 15:00 Hrs on the same day
in the Office of Chief Engineer / Private Power Projects, TANGEDCO, 2nd Floor,
MLDC Building,144, Anna Salai, Chennai-2. Specification is available in TANGEDCO
Website Viz., www.tangedco.gov.in Chief Engineer / PPP

TANGEDCO

Whilst care is taken prior to

acceptance of advertising

copy,it isnotpossibletoverify

its contents. The Indian
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Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

IRashmi Bansal owner,flat-56
SahyogApartment BOBOfficers
GroupHousing society pitampura
Delhi-110034 have lostmembership
share certificate
contact:9999828580

0130043203-1

II,, GulshanBangaS/o Late
Sh.RoshanLal, R/o-433, Bhai-
ParmanandColony, Delhi-
110009,have lostmyoriginal
Allotment Letter and
Possession Letter, LR-
No.1846457/2024

0040736169-1

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

PPUUBBLLIICCNNOOTTIICCEE

II,, Krishan Lal S/o,LateRamDitta
Mal BatraR/o,A-2, First-Floor,
South-Ext.Part-1, Delhi-110049,
have changedmyname to
KrishanLal Batra.

0040736236-10

II,, Kirti KurichhW/oAjayKurichh
R/o 75/2ARadheyPuri Extn. No
2StreetNo. 6KrishnaNagar
Delhi-110051, (AdharCard
No.802601136418) have
changedmynameMilleeArora
toKirti Kurichh for all future
purposes. 0040736060-2

II,, ImranHusain S/oSardar
HusainR/o-141, 2nd Floor
Thokar no-6 Behind-1Minaar,
Abul Fazal EnclavePart-2,
JamiaNagar SouthDelhi-
110025HaveChangedmyname
toSayyed ImranHusain for all
futurepurposes 0070910528-1

II,, ISHANS/oPradeepKumarR/o
340-341 3rd Floor, D-17,Sector-
3,Rohini-110085 have changed
myname to ISHANT for all
purposes. 0040736218-1

II,, Hawai SinghS/oSuganChand
R/oA-78, VijayNagar,Mohan
Garden, UttamNagar New
Delhi-110059Have changedmy
minor Son’s name fromGaurav
Kumar toGaurav for all future
purposes 0070910527-1

II,, Dr. NarangPannaSurjeet
Narang,D/oSurjeetNarang,R/o
B-7/11,Rajouri GardenNew
Delhi-110027,have changedmy
name toDr. PannaMangat.

0040736235-3

II,, DeshRaj S/oBhimSinghYadav
R/oRzd-125, PartapGarden,
Bindapur, UttamNagar, New
Delhi-110059Have changedmy
name toDeshRaj Yadav for all
futurepurposes. 0070910526-1

II,, AshimaW/oAjayGrover, R/o
C-33Carlton-Estate IV, DLF
Phase 5, GurgaonHaryana-
122009, HaveChangedMy
NameToAshimaChhabra.

0040736258-2

II,, Anil Chandel S/oRamSohavan
SinghR/oE-187, Gali-No-3,
WestVinodNagar, Delhi-
110092 havechangedmyname
toAnil Kumar for all future
purposes 0070910532-1

II,, ANILKUMAR JAINS/oMiter
Sain Jain, R/o 4688, Umrao
SinghStreet, Pahari Dhiraj,
Delhi-110006, have changedmy
name toANIL JAIN for all
purposes. 0040736161-1

II SantoshSinghS/O, RamMurat
SinghR/oWz-2b 3rd Flr Gali
No.4 KrishnaPark TilakNagar
NewDelhi 110018 have
changedmyname toSantosh
Kumar Singh. 0040736160-1

IIMADANLALAGARWALS/O
RAMESHWARDAYALR/O417,6,
NEHRUNAGAR,MEERUTCITY.
UTTARPRADESHHAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETOMADAN
LAL FORALL FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0070910544-1

II Kumari NishadaliasKumari
Devi D/o JagdevW/oChandra
PrakashR/o JuggiNo.WZ-81,
GroundFloor, Block-C,
MansaroverGarden,West
Delhi, Delhi-110015have
changedmyname toKumari
Devi for all purposes.

0040736148-1

II K.K. KrishnaPrabhuS/o Late
K.P. KuppuGanapathi R/oG-12,
SecondFloor, Pocket-Two, SFS
DDAFlats, Nilgiri Apartments,
NarainaVihar, NewDelhi-
110028have changed thename
ofmyminor daughter from
JuhitaRaadhaKPK to Juhita
Prabhu for all purposes.

0040736148-4

II Gurmeet SinghGulati S/O, Late
Amrit Gulati R/oDb- 6a, Hari
Nagar, Delhi, 110064have
changedmyname toGurmeet
Gulati. 0040736159-1

AVINASHCHAUDHORYS/OAJEET
SINGHR/O 11/227,SECTOR-
3,RAJINDERNAGAR,SAHIBABAD,
GHAZIABAD, UP-201005HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETOAVINASH
CHAUDHARY. 0130043202-1

II GirishPatel S/oManharbhai
Somabhai Patel R/o 202,
KautilyaApartment, Pkt-B,
Sector-14, Dwarka, NewDelhi-
110078havechangedmyname
toGirishkumarManharbhai
Patel for all purposes.

0040736148-2

II Dharampal YadavS/O Maman
SinghR/ONaharpur (111)
Lakhnaula, GurgaonHaryana-
122004HaveChangedmy
Name toDharampal.

0040736230-1

II ChhayaPatelW/oGirishkumar
Manharbhai Patel R/o 202,
KautilyaApartment, Pkt-B,
Sector-14, Dwarka, NewDelhi-
110078havechangedmyname
toPatel Chhayaben for all
purposes. 0040736148-3

MOHDASLAMS/OSAGIRAHMAD
R/OA-16,MAINSHALIMAR
GARDEN, SAHIBABAD,
GHAZIABAD, UP-201005HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETOASLAM
MALIK. 0130043201-1

II,,pprraakkaasshh gupta,w/o shyam
bihari gupta,resi,of-2381,tilak
street chunamandi paharganj,
Delhi 55,informThat prakash
guptaandparkashguptaboth
are same-person.

0040736224-7

II,, VandanaD/oAnil KumarR/oE-
187, Gali-No-3,WestVinod
Nagar, Delhi-110092 have
changedmyname toVandana
Chandel for all futurepurposes

0070910531-1

II,, Sunil Kumar Shukla S/oShree
HridyaNandShukla R/oG-256,
Gamma-2, GreaterNoidaU.P.
have changedmyson’s name
fromRudr Shukla toRudra
Shukla for all futurepurposes.

0070910540-1

IItt is for general information that
I,SHIVAMKUMARPASWAN,S/o-
ShivNarayanPaswan, R/o
H.no-E-423/9,Street.No-9Near-
Darshil VatikaTukmirpur-Extn
Karawal-NagarNorth-
East,Delhi-110094, declare that
nameofminehasbeen
wronglywrittenasShivam in
my10th-class and 12th-class
marksheet cumcertificate
educational documents.The
actual nameofmine is Shivam
KumarPaswan.Whichmaybe
amendedaccordingly.

0040736230-8

IItt is for general information that
I,NOORANIKHAN,S/o
BadruddinKhanMaulana,R/o-
T-1430,ward.no-8Gaushiya-
colonyMehrauli South,Delhi-
110030.declare that nameof
minehasbeenwronglywritten
asNoorAlam inmyminor son
namelyAadil Hussain aged-15-
years in his 10th class
marksheet andcertificate
educational documents.The
actual nameofmine isNoorani
Khan.Whichmaybeamended
accordingly. 0040736235-10

IItt is for general information that
I,GEETADEVI,W/o-Naresh
Kumar,R/o-3197
Maman.Street, Near-Badh
walaChowkPhari-Dhiraj
Sadar-Bazar,North,Delhi-
110006,declare that nameof
minehasbeenwronglywritten
asGeeta inmyminor son
namelyVarunKumar aged-17-
years in his 10th-class
marksheet andcertificate
educational documents and
birth-certificateNo-
MCDOLR07071557. Theactual
nameofmine isGeetaDevi,
whichmaybeamended
accordingly. 0040736233-7

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasANMOL
KUMAR,S/o-manoj kumar,
R/o,B-1217,Gali no.17 1pusta-
Sonia vihar-North,east-delhi-
110094,have changedmyname
andshall hereafter be known
asANMOLKUMARSHARMA.

0040736224-5

II,,ZZUUHHAAIIBBAHMAD,S/OANIS
AHMED,residing,6941/A,BERI
WALABAGHAZADMARKET
DELHI-110006,have changed
myname toZUHAIB
AHMED,permanently.

0040736218-7

II,,SSuurriinnddeerr Kaur Sodhi,W/O
Jagpreet SinghSodhi,R/OB-
8,Kh.No-27/25,U/S/F Shokeen
ViharHimgiri Enclave Nilothi-
ExtnNangloi,Delhi-110041,have
changedmyname toSurinder
Kaur. 0040736235-5

II,,SSoonnii Savita,w/oKaran
R/o.HouseNo.365, Gali.no.7,Sai
Nagar,Meethapur
Extn.,Badarpur, Delhi-
110044,have changedmyminor
Son’s name,fromLucky to
Ankit,for all purposes.

0040736218-6

II,,RRaammAroraS/OSomnathArora
R/OB-201B-Block Jhilmil Delhi-
110095HaveChangedMyName
ToRamKwatraPermanently.

0040736236-4

II,,SSoonnaammVermaD/o-Yashpaul
Verma,Address-A-3/234,2nd-
floor paschim-vihar,Delhi-
110063 I have changedmy
minor daughter nameHarika
Sachdeva toHarikaKanwa

0040736224-9

II,,SShhiillppii BhutaniW/ORam
KwatraR/OB-201B-Block
Jhilmil Delhi-110095,Have
ChangedMyNameToRiya
KwatraPermanently.

0040736236-5

II,,SSaannddeeeepp S/oKaramVeer
Gahlot,H.No.90, nearChoti
MataMandir, Biswa,
Gurgaon(Haryana)-122001,
have changedmyname to
SandeepGahlot. 0040736236-7

II,,SSYYEEDDMOHDUMARALI,S/o
ANZARALI,ADDRESH-68B
THIRD-FLOOR,KILOKARI
MAHRANI BASHSUNLIGHT-
COLONY,JANGAURA,SOUTH
DELHI-110014,have changed
myname toUMARALI,for
all,futurepurposes.

0040736224-3

II,,SSOONNAAMMGARGW/OSAURABH
GUPTAR/O-2398, Dr Tuteja
Gali,Narela,Delhi-110040,have
changedmyname toSONAM.

0040736230-7

II,,SSHHAAGGUUNNBANSAL,D/O-
KRISHANKUMARBANSAL,C-
25,SECOND-FLOOR (BACK
SIDE),COTTAGE-ROAD, ADARSH
NAGAR,DELHI-110033 HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
SHAGUNAGGARWAL.

0040736236-2

II,,SSAANNYYAABHATIA,
W/O,HARSHABADDEEP
SINGH,R/OA-53,SECTOR-
31,NOIDA, GAUTAMBUDH
NAGAR,UTTARPRADESH-
201301,have changedmyname
toSANYAKAUR. 0040736224-2

II,,SSAANNJJIIVV S/ORAMCHANDER
HOUSENO-125 STREETNO-2
GOVINDPURI KALKAJI DELHI-
110019,have changedmyname
toSANJEEVKUMAR
permanently. 0040736230-2

II,,RRooooppkkaannttii Devi,W/oTriloki
Nath Singh,R/oB-401,Manisha
CGHS,Ltd.PlotNo.-7B,Sector-
23, Dwarka,Delhi,have changed
myname toRupKanti Devi,for
all purposes. 0040736218-9

II,,RRaajjeeeevvKhosla S/o LateP.N.
KhoslaR/o-163, 2Nd.Floor,
AGCR-Enclave, Delhi-110092,
have changedmyname to
Rajiv Khosla for all purposes.

0040736235-8

II,,RRUUPPAALLIIMALHOTRAD/OANIL
MALHOTRAR/O347,BHERA
ENCLAVE, PASCHIMVIHAR,
DELHI-110087.HAVECHANGED
MYNAMETORUPALI FORALL
PURPOSES. 0040736233-4

II,,AASSHHUUTTOOSSHH,,SS//OOASHOK
KUMAR,R/O-314,TILAKPARK,
MEERUT,UTTARPRADESH-
250001,have changedmyname
toASHUTOSHMITTAL.

0040736235-2

II,,RRIINNKKUU,,WW//OOSANJEEVKUMAR
HOUSENO-125 STREETNO-2
GOVINDPURIKALKAJI DELHI-
110019,have changedmyname
toRINKUMAGGUpermanently.

0040736230-3

II,,PPRROOMMIILLAAKUMARI alis
Padma,D/OLATEGIRDHARI
LAL,W/O-LATEBHARAT
BHUSHANMALHOTRA,R/O-
24/31,G/F,B/P,WESTPATEL-
NAGARCENTRAL-DELHI
110008,HAVECHANGEDNAME
TOPROMILAMALHOTRA.

0040736218-8

II,,PPRRAATTAAPPSAHU,S/O
BANSHIDHARSAHU,R/O
FLAT,NO-366,OVERSEAS
TOWER, SECTOR-62,
GautamBudh-Nagar,U.P-
201309,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOPRATAPKUMAR
SAHU,FORALLPURPOSE.

0040736233-6

II,,NNAARREESSHHMANSUKHANI,
ADDRESS:B-39 JANGPURA
EXTENSION,DELHI-
110014,HAVECHANGEDMY
MINORSONNAME ATHARVTO
ATHARVMANSUKHANI for
all,futurepurposes

0040736224-10

II,,NNAANNBABOO,S/O
RAMCHANDER JAISWAL,KH-
228,GALINO-10,20-FUTTA-ROAD
MUKANDPUREXT-2DELHI-
110042,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETONANBABOO JAISWAL.

0040736224-6

II,,MMoohhiitt Kashyap,S/O-Shri
SomnathKashyap,R/OB-
6/328,Sector-17,Rohini,Delhi-
110089,inform thatMohit
KashyapandMohit Kumar
Kashyapbothare thenameof
sameperson. 0040736236-1

II,,MMaannjjeeeett SinghS/oGurnam
Singh,R/o 7531, TelMill Gali,
RamNagar, Paharganj,New
Delhi-110055havechangedmy
name toManjit Singh.

0040736168-1

II,,MMaammtteesshhW/OMohammad
Nafis R/oHNo.RZE-179,Upper
GroundFloor,NiharVihar,
Nangloi,Delhi-110041.have
changedmyname to
SHABNAMPARVEEN.
Permanently. 0040736224-1

II,,MMOOBABLOOS/OMO
KARIMULLA,HOUSENO-88
GALI.NO-12BLOCK-GSANGAM
VIHARDELHI-110080,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMEMOHD
BABLOO,FORALLPURPOSES.

0040736233-2

II,,KKrriittiikkaaKatiyarW/oShiv Pratap
SinghMehtaR/o J-82, Sector-
41, Noida-201301have changed
myname toKritikaKatiyar
Mehta for all futurepurposes.

0040736207-1

II,,KKaavvaalljjeeeett Kaur,D/OGurveer
Singh,R/oBG-1/29D,Shalimar
Bagh,NorthWestDelhi,Delhi-
110088,have changedmyname
fromKavaljeet Kaur to
Kawaljeet Kaur,for all future
purpose. 0040736233-1

II,,KKMMSangeeta Sharma,W/o
YogeshSinghal R/o
H.No.32,Near-ParkashHospital
Jyoti Park, Gurgaon-
122001(Haryana), have
changedmyname toSangeeta
Singhal. 0040736235-6

II,,JJYYAAMMIITTII SAHU,W/OPRATAP
KUMARSAHU,R/OFLAT.NO.366
OVERSEASTOWER, SECTOR-
62,GautamBudhNagar,U.P-
201309,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETO JYAMITI BAHERA,FOR
ALLPURPOSE. 0040736233-5

II,,HHaarriisshhArora,S/o-Babu
Ram,H.No-3311,Housingboard
colony, Sector-03, Faridabad,
Haryana- 121004, changedmy
name toHarishKumarArora

0040736224-8

II,,GGaauurraavvKumar s/o Late Tek
Chand,R/o-H-1003,Great value
sarnamsec-107,Noidaup,have
changename toGaurav
arora,for all purposes.

0040736235-7

II,,DDrraauuppaaddii Sujan,W/o- Krishan
SujanAddress-E-256,
TF,Greater Kailash-2 near-
SehgalmarketDelhi-
110048,changedmyname to
Draupadi KrishanSujan.

0040736224-11

II,,DDiivvyyaaD/oShri.Dharmendra
Singh, R/o-House.No.2101,
Gate.No.-6,Sector-4,Tehsil and
District-Rewari,have changed
myname fromDivya toDivya
Singh, for all,futurepurpose.

0040736235-9

II,,DDiivvaakkaarr s/oHarshBahadur,R/o
647,Surya-Nagar,Phase-2,Sec-
91,Faridabad,Haryana-
121003,have changedmyname
toDivakar Singh for all future
purposes. 0040736236-6

II,,DDiisshhaaD/oRavinder Pal Khanna
R/oB-55, 08 Shalimar,Village
near Saini,Dharamsha
Shalimar,BaghDelhi-
110088,have changedmyname
toDishaKhanna 0040736230-6

II,,DDhhaannnnuuPrasad,S/o-Ramjas
R/o-B-268,ShardaVats
Enclave,PremNagar-3,Kirari
SulemanNagar,Delhi-
110086,have changedmy
name,fromDhanuKumar,to
DhannuPrasad,for all future
purposes. 0040736235-1

II,,DDIILLMMEEEERRBABBAR,D/O
JATINDER JEETSINGH,H.NO-J-
61,2NDFLOOR,STREET.NO-
4,NEAR-BANGALI SCHOOL,
LAXMINAGAR,DELHI 110092,
changedmyname toDILMEET
KAUR. 0040736224-4

II,,BBaannrrssii Lal s/oRamAadhar
ShuklaR/oPlotNo-12,Type-A
Pocket-15,Sector-22,Rohini
Delhi 110086,have changedmy
name toBanarsi Lal Shukla.

0040736230-5

II,, LAKSHMICHAUHAN,W/O
RAJENDERSINGH, residingC-
1/4POLICESTATIONMODEL
TOWAN-1, KINGSWAY-CAMP
MODELTOWN-II DELHI-110009,
have changedmyname to
LAKSHMIKAUR permanently.

0040736258-1

II,,BBAALLVVEENNDDEERRSINGHS/O
SANTOKHSINGHR/OH.N.-
305G,VILLAGEMAMERA
ELLENABADSIRSAHARYANA-
125102,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOBALWINDERSINGH.

0040736218-5

II,,MMaannjjeeeettW/OManmeet Sodhi
R/OH.No-A-70,Vikas-Vihar
Chander-ViharNilothi Extn
Nangloi Delhi-110041,have
changedmyname toManjit.

0040736235-4

II,,BBAABBYYTRANUM,W/OMDSAMIM
HOUSE.NO-99,BLOCK,D
GALI.NO-4 SANGAM
VIHAR,DELHI-110080,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETOBABY
TARANNUMFORALLPURPOSES

0040736233-3

II,,AASSHHUUTTOOSSHHARVINDNAIR, S/O-
ARVINDNAIR, RESIDENTOF,
FLAT.NO-8,BUILDINGNO-
6,SARASWATCOLONY,
ANUSAYAROAD,PO-
SANTACRUZ(WEST),MUMBAI ,
MAHARASHTRA400054, HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
ASHUTOSHNAIR. 0040736218-4

II,,AASSHHAA,,WW//OOVIJAYKUMAR,R/O
D-2/121-122,FIRST FLOOR
NEAR-TITIKASHASCHOOL,
SECTOR-11,ROHINI, DELHI-
110085,have changedmyname
toASHALALWANI, for all future
purposes. 0040736218-2

II,,Waqar S/O,MunnaR/oHouse
No79 2nd Floor, Gali No 9,
KhasraNo132,Wazirabad
VillageNewDelhi-110084 have
changedmyname toWaqar
Ahmad for all purposes.

0040736229-1

II,, Vrudhula Srinivas
SuryanarayaS/oSuryanarayan
MurtyR/OFlatNo.-312,
GharondaApartment, Sector-
Alpha-1, GreaterNoida, U.P
have changedmyname to
SrinivasVrudhula for all future
purposes 0070910536-1

II,, VipanBansal andVipinKumar
S/oVirenderKumarR/oA-
1/282. F.F. PaschimViharNew
Delhi-63, solemnly affirmboth
namesbelong to sameperson
i.e.myself. 0040736218-10

II,, SunitaDeviW/oHawai Singh
R/oHouseno-A-78, VijayNagar,
MohanGarden, UttamNagar,
WestDelhi-110059Declare That
myname isWronglyAs
SuneetaDevi inmySonGaurav
School Record theactual name
of SunitaDevi for all future
purposes. 0070910546-1

II,, Shobhrani SrinivasVrudhula
W/oSrinivasVrudhulaR/o Flat
No. 312, GharondaApartment,
Sector-Alpha-1, GreaterNoida
U.P. have changedmyname to
ShobhaRani Vrudhula for all
futurepurposes. 0070910535-1

II,, SaymaParveen,W/oRamish
AdeebD/oMukhtarAhmed,R/o
House.No.510,MainRoad
Jafrabad, Delhi-110053,Have
ChangedMyNameSayma
Parveen toSaimaMukhtar(Dob
07-02-1996)ForAll Purposes.

0040736236-3

II,, STUTI SRIVASTAVAD/O JAI
SHRIVASTAVAH.NO-114-
A,POCKET-1,MAYUR-VIHAR
PHASE-1, CHILLASARODA
KHADAR,DELHI-110091,have
changedmyname toSTUTI
SRIVASTAVall futurepurposes.

0040736230-4

II,, Preeti RanjanS/OSh.
VidyadharR/O6220-21-22, Dev
Nagar, Gali No-1, Block-6, Karol
BaghNewDelhi-110005have
changedmyname fromPREETI
RANJAN toADITYARANJAN for
all futurepurposes.

0070910543-1

II,, NaseemaKhatoonW/oSabir
KhanR/o 21-A, Street-No.7,
Sarojini-Park, Shastri-Nagar,
Delhi-110031,have changedmy
name toNasimaKhatoon.

0040736236-9

II,, NareshKumar S/oKailash
ChandMalhotraR/o 5080,
ChamanGanj,Roshanara
Road,Delhi-110007, has
changedmyname toNaresh
Malhotra. 0040736218-3

II,,Mustafa S/oWajidAli KhanR/o
H.No.151, TantanUpperKote,
Bulandshahr, U.P.-203001,have
changedmyname toMustafa
Ali Khan. 0040736236-8

II,,MehnaazAnsari R/o J-3/269,
3rd Floor, DDAFlats, Kalkaji,
Delhi-110019have changedmy
minor son’s name fromZidane
AhmedKhan toZidaanAnsari

0070910534-1

II,,Marium IndavarD/oKarma
IndwarR/o- 769, Sunlight
Colony-2, Hari Nagar, Ashram,
SouthDelhi, Delhi-110014, have
changedmyname from
Marium Indavar toMariam
Indwar for all futurepurposes.

0040736232-1

WeAlkaSrivastavaW/oPraveen
Kumar SrivastavaandPraveen
Kumar SrivastavaS/oBirendra
Kumar Srivastava,R/o-T-9/9115
GH02AHappyTrails Sector-10
GreaterNoidaUp -203207have
changednameof ourminor son
SubhSrivastava to Shubh
Srivastava. 0040736218-11

II,,VViikkaass KashyapandShalini
KashyapHave Lostmy
possession LetterAnd
Allotment, Letter ofmyFlat,
Flat.No.-002,Tower-2,The
Palms,SouthCity-1, Sector-41,
Gurgaon. Finder Please inform
at: 9891179558.

0040736233-10

II GunjanSharmaS/o Late S.k
Sharma, have Lost Two
Documents i.e Last 3 pagesof
agreement to sell (Builder&
BuyerAgreement)&
Possession Letter Related to
My flat.No. 2-303 TheMillenia
37DbySignatureGlobal,
Gurugram-122505

0070910529-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
“General public at large is hereby informed
that my clients- Sh. Arun Kumar S/o Lt.
Desh Raj and his wife- Ms. Rekha Garg,
both R/o H.No.2046, Nai Basti, Anaj
Mandi, Narela, Delhi-40, have severed all
their relations from their son-Mr. Ankit
Garg, his wife- Ms. Ayushi D/o Sh.
Naveen Goel and his son- Master A,
Temporarily staying at H.No.2046, Nai
Basti, Anaj Mandi, Narela, Delhi-40 for
want of control and their extortive conducts
and have also disowned them from their
movable and immovable properties. Any
person dealing with aforesaid- Mr. Ankit
Garg, his wife-Ms. Ayushi & his son shall
be doing so at his/her own risk and the same
shall not be binding on my said clients in
any manner, whatsoever.

Sd/-
ANAND BHARDWAJ

Advocate
Ch. No. 51, Civil Wing,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Clients Govind Pandit S/o Jagdish Pandit
and Manju Devi W/o Sh.Govind pandit R/o
H.No-E-167, First Floor, Gali No-3, Hardev
Nagar, Jharoda Majra Laldora, North Delhi-
110084 have disowned their son Vishal
Pandit and his wife Smt. Priya Sudan from
their all movable and immovable properties
and my Clients have also Severed their all
relations with him due to his mis-behavior &
bad conduct. Anybody dealing with him in
any manner whatsoever Will be doing at
his/her own cost, risk & responsibility. The
son Vishal Pandit is already living alone for
more than 3 years.

KAMAL SINGH (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/748/2014

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to public at large that
my client SMT. PRAKASHI DEVI W/O
LATE SH. HARI GOPAL R/O H.NO. 01,
NORTH BLOCK, VIPIN GARDEN,
UTTAM NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110059,
has severed all her relations from her son
SH. DEVENDER KUMAR (alongwith his
wife SMT. SUSHMARANI and their Legal
Heirs) and their associates disowned and
debarred all of them from all her movable and
immovable properties with immediate effect
because of harassment, torture, cruelty, atrocities
committed by them against my client.

Any person dealing with them shall be doing
so at their own risk, cost and consequences.
My client shall not be responsible in any
manner for the same.

Sd/-
A.K. Verma
Advocate

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that our client Mr Madan
Lal Bansal is a bonafide owner of built-up
property bearing Plot no.97, Block/Pocket-
C-11, Sector-3, Rohini, Delhi vide
conveyance deed executed by DDA in his
favour which was duly registered in the
office of Sub-registrar-VII, New Delhi on
06-08-2009 vide regn no.11221 in Book
no.1, Volume no.3446 on pages 88-90.
Mr Madan Lal Bansal has lost the last page
of conveyance deed with detailed regn nos.
If any person has any claim or interest over
the said property, he/she is requested to
forward his/her claim/s along with the
relevant document/s to us within 7 days of
this public notice. If we do not receive any
claim from any person within 7 days, it will
be strictly presumed that this property is
absolutely free from any claim or
encumbrance and no one has any claim over
this property.

Sd/-
RAVI CHOPRA

Advocate
Office No.1, First Floor, DDAMarket

Pocket-A-1, Mayur Vihar, Ph-III,
Delhi-110096

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that
I, DIVYA PURI D/O LATE
SH. NARESH KUMAR
SAWHNEY EX. WIFE OF SH.
RAKESH PURI R/O 27 A/1,
FIRST FLOOR, FRIENDS
COLONY WEST, NEW
DELHI-110065 declare that I got
divorced from my husband SH.
RAKESH PURI vide Court
Decree HMA No. 3595/2023
dated 13.12.2023. Further I have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as DIVYA
SAHANEY.

lkoZtfud lwpuk
loZlk/kkj.k dks lwfpr fd;k tkrk gS fd esjk
eqofDdy fnus'k vkuUn iq= Lo0 Jh —".k
yky vkuUn] fuoklh edku uEcj&11]
vkjke ikdZ] fudV jkeuxj ,DlVsa'ku]
bykdk —".kk uxj] fnYyh&110051]
fnukad 25-06-2024dks dMdMMwek dksVZ esa
ewy M‚D;qesaV~ldh QksVks dkih djkus ds fy,
x;k Fkk] ftlesa lHkh ewy dkxtkr J`a[kyk
lfgr Fks] tgka ij QksVks djkus ds ckn iwjh
QkbZy dgha xqe gks xbZ] ftldh ,ulhvkj
fnuk ad 28-06-2024 dk s ,yvkj
ua0&1854729/2024 ds rgr dVok nh gS]
ftlesa esjs eqofDdy dh nks ewy lsy MhM
nLrkost ua0&22278] cqd ua0&1] [k.M
ua0&5964 i`"B la0&1 ls 9 ,oa nLrkost
ua0&22279] cqd ua0&1] [k.M ua0&5964
i`"B la0&10 ls 17] nksuksa fnukad 21-12-
2011 ,oa vU; ewy dkxtkrksa dh J`a[kyk
lfgr Fks A ;fn dksbZ O;fä bu dkxtkr dk
nq:i;ksx djrk gS rks og xSj dkuwuh gksxk
vkSj mlds fy,og Lo;a ftEesnkj gksxk A ;fn
feyus ij esjs eqofDdy dks eqgS;k djk fn;s
tk;sa rks vfr—ik gksxh A

Dr. Virendra Pal Singh Advocate
M-15, Civil Wing, Tis Hazari

Court, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be known to all the clients, Smt. Aparna
Gulati R/O A-122, Sector-31, Noida,
Gautam Budh Nagar, Delhi- 201301 have
lost original documents i.e. DDA
Possession Letter, Site Possession Letter &
NOC for Electric and water connection of
DDA Flat No. E/9B, Munirka, New Delhi
110067 An NCR/LR No: 1861290/2024
Dated: 01/07/2024 has been done. Any
person having any objection or found in
possession of original documents may
contact at mobile no. 9810582428 within 15
days from the date of publication of this
notice or can personally inform or write to

NIKHIL BAHRI
Advocate

26/1, West Patel Nagar,

New Delhi- 110008

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby informed to the general
public that I, RAKESH KUMAR
S/O SH. GANGA KANT JHA,
R/O A-124, RAJA VIHAR,
SAMAIPUR, DELHI-110042 have
Lost/Misplaced the original
documents of PROPERTY NO.
124-B, MEASURING 25 SQ.
YDS., OUT KHASRA NO. 960,
RAJA VIHAR, SIRASPUR,
DELHI-110042. An NCR to this
effect has been logged Vide LR
No.: 1859440/2024, Dated
01/07/2024. Finder may please
Contact: 9810120241.
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PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(Section 82 Cr. P.C.)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that the
accused personNaresh@KaliaS/o Late Raj kumar R/o HNO
9660 Gali no. 11 Motia Khan Paharganj, Delhi has committed
(or is suspected to have committed) the offence in FIR No.
001402/2021, U/s 379/411/34 IPCPSSadar Bazar, Delhi and it
has been returned to warrant of arrest there upon issued that
the said accused personNaresh@Kalia cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Naresh @ Kalia, has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of said warrant). Proclamation is
hereby made that the Naresh @ Kalia FIR No.001402/2021,
U/s 379/411/34 IPC PS Sadar Bazar, Delhi is required to
appear before this court to answer the said complaint on or
before 07.08.2024.

DP/8252/N/2024

By order
Shri Gaurav Goyal

Metropolitan Magistrate,Room No.247
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

The general public is hereby informed that an
unidentified person about 55 years of age
whose name: unknown, residence, and family
is unknown has found dead at Crown Plaza
Mayur Vihar Ph -1, Delhi on 19/06/2024. In this
regard, an information has been registered
vide DD No: 35A, dated: 19/06/2024 at PS
Mayur Vihar, Delhi. Sincere efforts have
been made by the local police to identify the
deceased person, but no clue has come to light so far. The
description of the UIDB is as under: Sex:Male,Age: 55 Years,
Height: 5’6”, Complexion: Shallow, Built : Normal,Wearing:
Blue And White T-shirt, White Pant. If anyone has any
information about his relatives, kindly inform the SHO/ PS
MayurVihar, Delhi.

DP/8396/ED/2024

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

SHO
PS, Mayur Vihar, Delhi.

Ph.: 011-22711048, 22710335

E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in
Ph.: 011-24368638, 24368641
Fax : 011-24368639

Unknown
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CROSSWORD5405

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
It shouldbea
morning forhard
work,butby
theafternoon,

partnershipaffairswillbeof
more importance.There'sa
financial time-bombticking
away,andthis iswherehelp
will soonbeneeded.Startby
balancing thebooks.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Yourgreatest
quality rightnowis
yourpoeticcharm. If
youare tempted in

anywaytogo for revenge,
pleaserealise that there isa
greatdealofwater to flow
under thebridgebeforeyou
trulyunderstandwhatother
peoplehavedone.Bideyour
timefora littlewhile longer.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Takethingsonestep
ata timetoday,
acceptingtheold
truththathouses

builton firmfoundations last
longer thanthosebuilton
sand.Don'tbedistractedby
rumoursandhalf-truths.
Mercury'smixedrelationships
suggest that it'sall amatterof
getting the facts straight.

CANCER(June22- July23)
This isanexcellent
moment forall
whoaremaking
suggestions,

putting forwardproposals
andattending interviews.
Yourpointof viewshouldbe
morebalancedthanothers',
butyou'll retainyour
enthusiasmandability to
inspire reluctantpartners.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Tieupall financial
looseends today,
even if it'sonly
aquestionof

decidingwhetheroneminor
purchase isabetterbuythan
another. If youclearupsuch
trivial caresnow,you'll
have timefor rathermore
importantmatters ina few
days' time.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Traveland
adventurousplans
shouldbegivena
highpriority if you

arewilling tobenefit fromthis
week'spassingopportunities.
The fact is thatyouneeda
shotof excitement if you
are tomakethemostof your
currentpotential, andyouwill
begin toresentanyunfair
constraintsonyour freedom.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Spendalittletime
byyourself,mulling
overthepastand
plottingthefuture.

Understandthatday-dreams
areaveryusefulwayof
processingunconsciousfeelings
andmovingtowardsaposition
whereyourvisionsofthefuture
becomereality.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Asthehourspass,
thechancesofafresh
mysterybecome
stronger.Itmaybea

matterofalostpossessionora
missedappointment,butthe
positivesideforyouinallthisis
thatyoumaybeabletoduckout
ofacommitment.Younever
know,othersmightbeas
relievedasyouare.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Youmayspend
alittletime
consideringyour
ownprofessional

andworldlyambitions,butas
thedaygoeson,youwillhave
toconsiderpartners' interests
aswell.Giveyourselfoverto
socialpleasureslateronand
remember-there'snothing
wrongwithalittleescapism.

CAPRICORN(Dec23-Jan20)
Whenitcomesto
love,youwillbe
strugglingtofree
yourself from

pressuresimposedbyfamily,
societyandotherexternal
forces.Findawaytoreconcile
yourowndesireswithwhatis
expectedofyou.Itmaybethat
youcanpleaseotherpeopleand
getyourway.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Taketheopportunity
tocheckuponall
finances,especially
jointcommitments

andconnections.Thislookslike
anidealtimetoacceptnew
domesticduties,butalsoto
settleanyoutstandingdebts.
Oh,andthetimeiscoming
whenyou'llbeabletotell
someoneelsehowyoufeel
aboutthem.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Youmaylistento
whatpartnersor
colleagueswant,but
rememberthat

ultimatelyit'syourmoney
whichcounts.Youshouldcall
theshotsaccordingly,andmake
surethatyou'renotleftpaying
forotherpeople.Putyourself
first, forachange,andletothers
waittheirturn.
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DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;
6s=Genius S
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Given beloware four jumbledwords. Solve the jumbles tomake properwords andmove
them to the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and
jumble them to get the answer for the given quip.
Little said is soonamended. There is always time to __ aword, never to ___ one. -
BaltasarGracian (3,.,8)

SOLUTION:SACRA,ADMIT,HIDDEN,WINDOW
Answer:Littlesaidissoonamended.Thereisalwaystimetoaddaword,neverto
withdrawone.-BaltasarGracian
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SolutionsCrossword5404Across: 1Squareroot,8Omits,9Pibroch,10Trooper,11
Tutor,12Feebly,14Slacks,17Lyric,19Chicago,21Cabinet,22Showy,23Decreenisi
Down:2Quixote,3Aesop,4Expire,5Orbital,6Trout,7Shortstory,8Outofplace,13
Laconic,15Crayons,16Scathe,18Rabid,20Ibsen

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

ACROSS
1Roundgoldcoin (5)
4He’drobadistressedgirl (7)
8Shecanprovidea formof aid
(3)
9Quotedaboutonce,becomes
big-headed(9)
10Receivesanddeceives (5,2)
11Highflierssubject toground
control (5)
13Dogetaccustomedtobeing
putout (6)
15Afactor inbecomingmore
impoverished(6)
18Thegirl I loveandcourt (5)
19Comesupagainstabill and
whatgoeson it (7)
21 I shouldbe innowhe’s in the
chair (9)
23Well-producedthough
initiallycrude(3)
24Discountsarebest taken
advantageof (7)
25Withoutahitchhis journey
takes longer (5)

DOWN
1Timedtogetaroundbeing left
out (7)
2Wornat funeralsandclubs for
example (5,4)
3Temporarilysecuresa levywe
hear (5)
4Understandabout the inn
beingexceptional foreating(6)
5Waveofdestruction?(7)
6Brutusmislays thebusroutine
(3)
7Heads for theunderworld (5)
12Reviewwhatdishonest
warehousemendo(4,5)
14HeandIare inseparable
(7)
16Thiefwho isbossaroundthe
street (7)
17Betsaweek’spayaboutbeing
right (6)
18Hisperformancemayset
people reeling(5)
20Takeholdof andrub(5)
22Marinebackwater (3)



Didyoumanagetogetsomesleep?
I couldn’tactually, I’mstill takingtimeto

make sense of what happened yesterday,
andhowithappened.Obviously, it’sadream
to win theWorld Cup, but to be part of a
gameinwhichourwinpredictorwasaround
4-5%andtowinfromthere, itwasoneof the
greatest finals.

But if you look outside the window,
neechesabsannatahai(it'sallquietdownbe-
low), everyone has gone home after the
game. There is no one here, probably, once
wereach India,kyamahoulhoga(whatwill
be the atmosphere),wewill feel there only.
Icanseefromherethatthewholeof India is
celebrating,everyoneisonthestreets.When
Isawthephone,ithad1014WhatsAppmes-
sages. Ihavenevergotsomanymessagestill
date, evenwhenwewon any tournament.
I’mevengettingmessagesfromrandompeo-
ple. Iwasreallytouchedbythevideosentby
PrimeMinisterModi sir.

Whodancedthemostduringthepost-
matchparty?

Noone's feetstopped.Everyonedanced,
thosewhowerefreshhadtodancemorebut
thosewhowere tiredwere allowed to take
some rest. We knew suchmoments don't
comeoften.Atthesametime,weknewthat
wewon’t be seeing a few top players any-
more playing for India in this format. We
won’t be sharing the dressing room any-
more.

Thepre-finalatmosphere intheteam
wasdifferentthantheODIworldcup
final in India?

Thewaywewereplaying in India, a day
before the final,we thoughtwe just had to
gotothegroundandpickthetrophy. Itwas
a learning experience for us and we recti-
fied the errorswe committed. In 2023,we
were thinkinga lotwhichwedidn’tdo this
time. Aur dekho kaam ho gaya (we got the
jobdone).

Before the start of this tournament, we
decided thatwewon’t talk aboutwhat lies
ahead in the tournament. Nobody thought
aboutSuper8andthesamewastrueforthe
finalsinBarbados.Ourmindhastobewhere
our feetare—thatwasourmotto.

Canyoutalkaboutthosesevenseconds
of thefamouscatchwhichwonthe
game?

Our fielding coach (T) Dilip sir has said
that Surya, Virat (Kohli), Axar Patel and
Ravindra Jadeja should always field at the
hotspot areas, where there is the greatest
chanceof theball going.

ThecatchI took, Ihavepractiseditatdif-
ferentgrounds,dependingonthewind.Iwas
standingabitwideyesterdaybecauseHardik
(Pandya)andRohit (Sharma)bhaihadputa
field for thewideyorker, and (David)Miller
hadhitstraight.Mymindwasclearthatkaise
bhikarkepakadhelenahai (comewhatmay,
have to catch it). Rohit bhai usually never
stands at long-on but at
that moment he was
there. So when the ball
wascoming,forasecond
I looked at him and he
looked at me. I ran and
myaimwas to catch the
ball, hadhe (Rohit) been
closer, I would have
thrown the ball towards
him. But he was
nowhere close. In those
4-5 seconds, whatever
happened,Ican'texplain.
Theamountof reaction I
have been getting for
that, people have been
calling,messaging,there
aremore than1,000un-
read WhatsApp mes-
sages onmy phone. The
catch is all over social
media. I'mgrateful that Iwas there in those
five secondsof play.

When I pushed the ball and took the
catch, I knewIhadn't touched the rope. The
only thing I was cautious about was that
when I pushed the ball back inside,my feet
don't touch the rope. I knew it was a fair
catch.Inhindsight,anythingcouldhavehap-
pened. If theball hadgone for six, theequa-
tionwould have been 5 balls, 10 runs.We
mighthave stillwon, but themarginwould
havebeencloser.

Howmuchhardworkgoes intofielding
sessions?

A day before the game, we do a quality
fieldingsessionwherefor10-12minutes,we
havemorethan10highcatches, flatcatches,
direct hits, slip catching. It’s not a one-day
exercise,Ipractisethesekindsofcatchesdur-
ing IPL, during bilateral series. Yesterday’s
catchwastherewardof thehardworkdone
over theyears.

The introduction of the fieldingmedal
has ensured that everyone wants to do
somethingextraon theground, be it saving
oneor tworunswhichmakeadifference. It
isagoodinitiative.Andthepeoplegivingthe
medalsgiveusmoremotivation.

Andyourdiet toocamehandyto
maintainyourbalanceontheropes?!

Yes! I remember last August, I was at
around 93 kg,maybe because I was having
toomuch local food. I got injured and then
had a hernia operation. I went totNCA
(NationalCricketAcademy)Bengalurufrom
January 1 to April 1. Even during off days, I
usedtonotgohomebecauseIknewMonday
morning would bemy session. I couldn't
wastetime.Iateproperfoodpreparedbymy
chef.Iusedtosleepsharpat10pmandgetup
early in themorning. Even now, I have de-
cided onmymeals for the nextweekwith
thehelpofthechefandnutritionist;theyde-

cide howmuch protein and fat I will have
daily, howmuchwater I need to takewith
my food.We have a group for it which also
hasmywife.TheydecideandI just follow. It
helpedmehere.

Canyoutalkaboutyourbatting?
EvenifmyWorldCuphadn'tgonewell, I

stillwouldhave taken this (ICCmedal). I re-
memberat thestartof theWorldCup,Rohit
bhaihadsaid, “mein tujhenahi bataoonga, is
tournamentmeintujhekaisekhelnahai(Iwill
nottellyouhowtoplayinthistournament).”
Iwilldecidewhere the teamneedsmytype
of inningsorwhenIjustneedtobethere.He
willnottellmeanything.AftertheUSAgame,
he said 'I justwanted you to be there at the
crease’. IknewIwouldwinthegameif Iwas
batting till the end. It was an unusual rare
knock forme; a 49-ball 50. Sometimes one
has toplaysuchknocks for the team.

CanyoutelluswhatRohit talksduring
theteamhuddle?

Beforethefinal,hetoldustokeepitsim-
ple but said, ‘I can’t climb this mountain
alone. If I have to reach thepeak, Iwill need
everyone’soxygen’.Healsosaid, 'Johbhihai,
paonmein, dimagmein, dil mein (Whatever
youhave in your legs,mind andheart), just
bring everything to the game. If that hap-
pens, wewill not regret the night'. We all
weremoved.

Ihaveplayedsomuchcricket,be it in IPL
or international cricket in the past four-five
years. He connectswith theplayers. Off the
field, be it in a hotel room, or on the beach,
he connects with everyone. So when a
crunch situation comes, players know that
he(Rohit)willbackus.OnefeelsIhavetode-
liver for thisman for the confidenceand re-
specthegives toeveryone.”

WhathasbeenRahulDravid's
contributionbehindthescenes?

Wallkabhichhuptanahihai(walldoesn’t
hide) (laughs) and Indranagarkewallkokoi
kabhi chhupa nahi sakta hai. He has created

awall which protects us from the expecta-
tions of people, pressure, and to provide
comfort to theplayers.

Virat bhai also said the same thing the
other day about “theway you have played
and seen cricket in your time and to come
out and give the freedom to players in this
format…’ If a batsman felt that this is right,
hewillsay 'ok, if youfeel it's right,youmake
thatdecision'.Heneverimposedhisexperi-
ence on anyone. He understood others and
thought aboutwhat others were thinking.
These are small things that we forget after
winningatournament.Hiscontributionwas
massive.His senseof humour isawesome.

Before the tournament, he showed a
graph of the number of T20 games the en-
tireIndianteamhadplayed—fromViratbhai
to Yashasvi Jaiswal (themost juniormem-
ber).Thatnumberwas800-plus,”saysSurya.
Andthenheshowedasecondslidethathad
thenumberof games that theentire coach-
ingstaff, includingRahulbhai,hadplayed—
thatnumberwas1.Hesaidtous, ‘Youarethe
best judgehere tomake the right call at the
right time. So leave every other thing to us,
goout thereandenjoyyourgame’.

It spreads positivity. This time, he kept
many optional practice sessions but it was
the first time everyonewanted to come for
an optional practice session. Everyone
wantedtospendtimewitheachother.Once
he put amessage on the group that hewas
going to the beach and all 15 players were
there. Therewasadifferentvibe this time.

Howdoesheusedata?HardikPandya's
game-turningsloweronewell-outside-
off toHeinrichKlaasen;was it
discussed?

It must have been during the bowlers'
meetingontheareasone
can bowl. Inwhich area
a particular person has
discomfort, all these
things do get planned.
Dataisimportantandit's
part of the preparation
before a game - against
particular batsmen or
bowler. It is importantto
seematch-ups. Inwhich
situation we can push
and in which situation
wehave tobecautious.

Haveyoueverseen
Dravidsohappy?

That 30-second clip,
whenhetookthetrophy
in his hand and
screamed...thatmoment
when he expressed his

happiness. I thinkIwill savethatclip for life.
In the end, he came and thanked Rohit

and said, “Thank you, Rohit, for that phone
call inNovember”,becausehedidn’twantto
continue after (India's loss in) the 50-over
WorldCupbutRohitandJaysir (BCCIsecre-
tary JayShah)convincedhimtostay.

WhathasViratKohlibeenforyou?
He is a powerhouse of energy on the

ground, irrespective of his performance. If
you see, till the final, things didn’t go as he
wantedtobutthewayhecarriedhimselfon
thefield...Hewastakingpartinteamget-to-
gethers,practicesessions,everything.Hewas
a leader inhisownway.

In 2022, when I made my debut, I did
most of the battingwithhimduring thebi-
lateral series and then theWorld Cup. I re-
alised then that if I have to bat with Virat
Kohli, I have tomatchhis fitnessbecausehe
takestwoquickrunsbypushingaball inthe
gapsand thenheslamsa four. I had told the
strength and conditioning coach Soham
Desai to keepmy training time alongwith
his.Becausesometimestherearedayswhen
Idon’tfeelliketrainingormybodyistiringor
mentally I’mnot ready. Sobywatchinghim
those40minuteswillpassby in thegym.

Whichgamewouldyoupickasthekey
inhowthis teamplayedthis
tournament?

I think it all started from the Pakistan
gamewhereweweredefendinga lowtotal.
Therewasneveratimewhenwegaveupon
thegame.Wepushedourselves. Infranchise
cricket,weseeclosegamesthatturninamo-
ment. The calmness on the ground during
thefinal,startingfromthecaptain,everyone
was relaxed becausewe knew that some-
thingmagical will happen andwewill be
back in the game. And (Jasprit) Bumrah-
Arshdeep(Singh), thewaytheybowledwas
remarkable.

Whowasthemostemotionalafter the
game?

Everyonewas emotional, everyone ran
towardsthecaptain.Becausesixmonthsago,
thetrophycameinfrontofusandwentaway.
Now, theway he fell down, ate some grass
off thegroundand tasted somemudon the
pitch. Thesemomentswill staywithme for
a long time.

Onemomentof yours thatyouwillcarry
fora longtime?

Thecatchphotowhichmanypeopleare
sendingme,somehaveaballpicture, some
have morphed the ball with the trophy. I
will carry this with me for two years and
will replicate it in the next World Cup! It
wasmy fourth ICC event, andmy firstwin.
Iwill remember this for a long time. First is
always special.

Kuldeep (Yadav)mentioned how itwill
take time to sink in (looking at his medal)
because players wait for a whole career to
win an ICC trophy.Manydon’t get it. Those
who do, cherish it for life. It will stay with
meforalongtime.Hopefullyaftertwoyears,
I cancopy-paste this again.
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SIX INDIANS IN ICCTEAM
The ICC XI for the T20 World Cup features Rohit
Sharma, Suryakumar Yadav, Hardik Pandya, Axar
Patel and two pacers in Jasprit Bumrah & Arshdeep
Singh. There was no place for star batter Virat Kohli,
who played a match-winning knock in the final. PTI

‘We were emotional, six
months ago, trophy came
near us and went away’

INTERVIEW:SURYAKUMARYADAV

Before the final, Rohit
told us to keep it simple
but said, ‘I can’t climb
thismountain alone. If I
have to reach thepeak,
Iwill needeveryone’s
oxygen’. He also said,
'Johbhi hai, paonmein,
dimagmein, dilmein
(Whatever youhave in
your legs,mindand
heart), just bring
everything to thegame.

I realised then that if I
have to bat with Virat
Kohli, I have tomatch
his fitness because he
takes two quick runs
by pushing a ball in the
gaps and then he
slams a four. I had told
the strength and
conditioning coach
SohamDesai to keep
my training time along
with his.

SuryakumarandwifeDevishaShettywiththetrophy. Pics:BCCIand surya_14kumar

Aonce-in-a-lifetimecatch,1014WhatsAppmessages, anda longnight. SKY's famousgrabto
dismissDavidMiller in the lastoverensured Indiaendedthe long ICCtrophydrought.

DEVENDRAPANDEYspoketohimthedayafter the finalwhenhereflectedontheachievement



AGENCIES
JULY1

SUBSTITUTE RANDAL Kolo Muani scored
withadeflectedshotfiveminutesfromtime
togiveFranceanervybutdeserved1-0Euro
2024 last 16 win over a disappointing
BelgiumonMonday.

France mademost of the running in a
cageygamebutwererecklesswiththeirfin-
ishing, until a nice combination of passes,
finishedoff byN'GoloKante, finally created
spaceforKoloMuanitobundlehisshotinoff
the legof JanVertonghen.

France will now meet the winner of
Monday's match between Portugal and
Sloveniainthequarter-finalsinHamburgon
Friday.

Itwasafittinglyscruffydeciderforanun-
derwhelming game, but France at least
looked like theywere trying towin it.

It was ameeting between officially the
second (France) and third (Belgium) best
teamsintheworld,butafterbothlimpedinto
the knockout stage via unimpressive final
group-stagedraws,managingonlytwogoals
apiece from their three games, they looked
extremelycautious inattack.

Belgium clearly had a plan to take any
speed out of the game, playing at less than
walkingpaceattimes,withKevindeBruyne
oftenoperating just in frontof hisback four.

Thebest chance of the first half came for
France after 34minuteswhen Jules Kounde
whippedinacurlingcrossthatrecalledstriker
MarcusThuramheadedwide–andspentthe
nexttwominutesberatinghimself for.

Aurelien Tchouameni forced Koen
Casteels intohisfirstsaveof thedaysoonaf-
ter the break, while ever-lively Kylian
Mbappe miskicked a decent chance as
Francebegantoput somepasses together.

A rare Belgian thrust was cut short by a
brilliant Theo Hernandez tackle just as
YannickCarrascowasabout topull the trig-
ger,andRomeluLukakuandDeBruynethen

broughtgoodsaves fromMikeMaignan.
France's poor finishing continuedwith

William Saliba andMbappe both blazing
overbeforeKoloMuanistrucklateontowin
it.

FrancecoachDidierDeschampssad, "It's
beautiful,weplayedabiggame, itwas tight
butenjoyedpossessionandwehadmoreop-
portunities."

"Wehadseveral chancesbutmissed the
target.Wedid a lot of good things.Wehave
tosavourit, it'squiteanachievement.We're
in thequarter finals, they'regoinghome."

Randal KoloMuani, who snuck the goal
acrossBelgiumlinesforthehard-earnedwin
also spoke about the number of French at-
tempts and said, "We're enjoying this, we
pushedhard,wehadalotofattemptsbutwe
weremissing the target. I got lucky (on the
goal), thecoachhadtoldmetobringmyen-
ergy... tobringdangerwithmyspeed.Itried
tobringsomefreshness to thegame."

Germanywary of Yamal
Spainwinger LamineYamalmay justbe

16yearsold,playingathisfirstmajortourna-

ment, but call him a kid at your own peril,
Germany fullback David Raum said on
MondayaheadoftheirEuro2024quarter-fi-
nal clash.

Germany,three-timeEuropeanchampi-
onswhohavegone10yearswithoutamajor
international trophy, beat Denmark 2-0 to
set up amouth-watering last eightmatch
againstfellowtitlecontendersSpain,where
Yamalhasquicklyearnedastartingspot.

The teenager's skills, creative play and
speeddownthewinghavebeenimpressive
along with those of fellow winger Nico
Williams, with the Spaniards beating
Georgia4-1tocruise intothequarter-finals.

Yamal also set a record in the first group
game against Croatia, becoming the
youngest player to ever appear at the
EuropeanChampionship

"When you see what Yamal brings to
football, age becomesno issue," Raumsaid.
"The ladplays in first teamatBarcelonaand
alsointhenationalteamsothereisnopoint
talkingabouthimasakid."

"He has brutal quality andwewill have
to findawaytodefendagainsthim."
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KoloMuani’sdeflectedstrikeendsupinBelgiumnetasMbappe&Coreachlast8

Can England make use of
their second life at Euro 2024?
SHASHANKNAIR
JULY1

ENGLANDWEREdownandout.Ninetymin-
uteshadpassedandfiveminutesof laborious
injurytimehadgoneby.FewexpectedSlovakia
toputGareth Southgate’s chosen fewon the
vergeofacrushingyetdeservedexit.

Butjustwhenthebellwasabouttotoll,the
question ‘whocould’,wasansweredby ‘who
else’. JudeBellinghamhascomeupwith four
late goals for RealMadrid and twonow for
England–all of thembeingeither equalisers
orgo-aheadgoals,twoofthosewinnerscom-
ing in El Clasicos. On Sunday, themidfielder
scoredwithanaudaciousbicyclekick tosave
England from an embarrassing exit. Harry
Kanethensparedthemtheblushesbyscoring
early in extra time to lead his team into the
quarter-finals.Butthosegoalsdon’tchangethe
realityofEnglandatEuro2024.

For95minutes,theydeservedtogooutof
thetournament.Statisticsprovethatanamal-
gamationof such talent has somehowcom-
binedtobeoneofthebiggestdisappointments
atEuro2024.

Before the tournament even began,
Southgateadmittedthathisteam–whichin-
cluded the La Liga Player of the Year, the
BundesligatopscorerandtheEnglishPremier
LeaguePlayerof theYear–wassimplynotat
the fitness level needed toplay ahigh-press
gameforthedurationofagame.Hisstatement
is backed by England statistically being the
worst pressing team in the European
Championships.

Passesperdefensiveaction(PPDA)isasta-
tisticthatmeasuresthepressingintensityofa
team during a match. While Austria and
Germanytakeanaverageofunderninepasses
beforemakingadefensiveaction(tackles, in-
terceptions), England shockingly allow28.7
passesonaveragebeforeafootorheadcomes
intheway.Unsurprisingly,theyaredeadlastin
the tournamentwhen it comes to pressing
highupthepitch.

Theonepositive statistic for Englandhas
beenthecontrol theyhaveexerted.But inex-
plicably,eventhatmetricpointstoaglaringis-
suefortheThreeLions–theirslownessinpass-
ing. It has been rare for England to find
themselveswiththeballandimmediatelypass
it forward. Theyoften veer towards keeping
possessionandaslowerbuild-upratherthan
unleash runners like Bukayo Saka and
Bellingham. In anera of transitional football,
theyhavefailedtofullyutiliseasquadthatcan
play that style. BothSpain andFrance take in

around30passesbeforeanattemptatgoalma-
terialises,accordingtoTriggerThePress,aweb-
sitethatcollectsfootballdata.ForEngland,that
number balloons to 61 passes before an at-
temptatgoal.

Tosumuptheirwoes,Englanddon’tpress
highupthefieldwellenough,choosetokeep
controlwithextrapassesratherthantakead-
vantageofateambeingoutofpositionandtry-
ingtofeedtheirrunners.Thatcontroldoesn't
leadtogoals,asisobviousintheirfourgoalsin
fourgamesattheseEuros.

Totopitalloff,nothinghaspushedEngland
towards mediocrity more than Gareth
Southgate’sdecision-making.Hissubstitutions
have baffled consistently across his reign as
Englandmanager–particularlyhislackof re-
activemeasureswhenEngland fallbehind in
agame.BringingonstrikerIvanToney,witha
minuteof regulationtimeleft;notplayingan
establishedleft-wingeragainstSlovakia’s37-
year-oldright-backPeterPekarik;notplaying
Cole Palmerover a clearly-struggling Saka. It
hasbeenalitanyofpoorcallsandinertiaover
substitutions that have made calls for
Southgate’ssackinggrowlouder.

Bellingham’saudacitymayhavesavedthe
'worst best' teamat this Euros fromanearly
exit.ButSwitzerland,whoarebrightlycoached
andhaveexcelledat this tournament,having
knockedout thedefendingchampions, loom
ahead. The same question that followed
Englandwhentheylostatthesemi-finalofthe
2018WorldCupandthefinalofthe2021Euros
willbeasked.WillSouthgatestickwithhiscon-
trol-based,possession-aplentystylethatleads
toabarrageofpressure?Orwillhefinallyplay
ahigh-press, transitional game thatmatches
thestylemostoftheseplayersareaccustomed
towiththeirclubs?Southgatewillhavetofind
answers soon or English conservatism is
poised to suffer an exit at the hands of the
Swiss.
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France find a way

France’sRandalKoloMuanihithis shotgoalwardsbut theball tookadeflection
off JanVertonghenbeforegoing intotheBelgiumgoalonMonday.Reuters

SCORELINE
France Belgium
1 0
Vertonghen85’(OG)

Not quite a walk at Chepauk
but India get the job done
VENKATAKRISHNAB
CHENNAI,JULY 1

SOUTHAFRICA’S remarkable fightback con-
tinuedwellintothelastsessionofthefinalday
before Indiawon the one-off Test by a 10-
wicketmarginonMonday.LikeDay3,where
the visitors' dodged effort tested India’s pa-
tience, it was yet another hard-fought day.
Harmanpreet Kaur & Co had to send down
154.4 overs in the second innings todismiss
SouthAfrica for373.Chasing37fortheirwin,
Indiamadeitin9.4overs.

After Sune Luus, South Africa’s captain
LauraWolvaardtreachedhercenturyearlyin
thefirstsessionandlookedstrongtocarryon.
When Day 4 began in gloomy conditions,
SouthAfricawere inwithachanceof at least
drawingthegamewhichlookedimprobableat
theendofthefirstdaywhenIndiascoredmore
than500runs. EvenwhenSouthAfricawere
bowledout for266, itonly lookedamatterof
time. But they showed theyhad the fight in
himastheybattleditoutforfourfullsessions
and stretched India to the limits. Of course,
Indiahadanothercommandingwintoshow
inTests,butthattheyweremadetoworkhard
foritinconditionsthatwerenoteasyonthem.

Itwasadaywhere Indianeededtobepa-
tientandkeepshowingthedisciplinetoearn
eachwicket as thiswasn’t a pitchwhereone
wicketledtoanother.“See,obviously,thepitch
was favouring the batters more than the
bowlers.Yes,itwasadifficultcondition,"player
of thematch SnehRana said. But nowadays,
wearegettingpitcheslikethiseverywhere.So
it's all aboutwhat consistency you have to
workon.Whenyouhave touse variationon
yourball.Andatwhattimeyouhavetousethe
stockballmore. I thinktheseareall thelearn-
ingfromthisgame,”theoff-spinner,whohad
amatchhaul10wickets,added.

Thesheerdeterminationtomakeamatch
outof it, though,wasn't lostonWolvaardt.

“Ithinkfirstlytoloseisabitdisappointing.
ButIthinkjustthecharacterthatthegrouphas
shownover the last twodayswas absolutely
amazing to see. I think to concede500-and-
somethingrunsondayone,Idon'tthinkmany
peoplethoughtitwouldgetallthewaytothe
lastsessionondayfour. Ithinkjusttheabsolute
grit anddetermination that every singlebat-
terhadgoingout there tosee it throughuntil
theendwasamazing,andIthinkit'lldoalotof
goodthingsforthisgroup,”Wolvaardtsaid.

Withthepitchnotbreakingupasexpected,
Wolvaardtwhogot used to thebounce,was
happyplaying the spinners off the backfoot.
WhenMarizanneKappandDelmiTuckerfell
in the spaceof anover toDeepti Sharmaand
SnehRana, all thingspointedout to another
collapse. AndwhenWolvaardt toodeparted
for122(314b,393m)beforelunch,Indiawere
smellingvictory andcamewith the intent to
closeoutthegameintheafternoonsession.

ButNadinedeKlerkhadotherideas.Right

throughthesecondsession,shewoulduseher
loosehandgriptodefendtheIndianspinners,
whotoiledhard.Insteadoflookingforruns,SA
borrowedalessonortwofromwhatHashim
Amla, Faf duPlessis andABdeVilliers did in
Delhiduringtheir tourhere in2015.DeKlerk
cut out the run-scoring shots anddefended
withaplomb. Though Indiamanaged to take
threewickets in that session, South Africa
scored34runsin29overs.

Thoughwickets fell aroundher, DeKlerk
was immovable during her staywhere she
scored61 runs off 185deliveries. Everynow
andthen,wheneverIndia’sattackwasbegin-
ningtoseizecontrolshewouldgoforabigshot
toreleasethepressureandforcethehostsat-
tacktodoitalloveragain.

Itmeant,attimes,Indiadidlookfrustrated,
withtheenergylevelsdipping.Especiallydur-
ing the second session, one couldhearwick-
etkeeperRichaGhoshaskingherteammatesto
“keeptalking,keeptalking.”

“ItiswhatTestmatchesareallabout.There
will be suchphaseswhen therewill beother
partnerships.Butyouhavetokeepyourmind
activeandbodyactive.Thesechirpingsinside
helpssometimesjusttowakeyouup.Because
onthethirddayof fielding...200-plusoversis
notaneasyjob.Soyouneedwaystostayfresh.
Andwe tried to be positive at all times and
hanginthereandgetthewickets.Wekeptsay-
ingwewould eventuallywin this andnot to
give up. Having that sort of belief was ab-
solutelynecessary,”Ranaadded.

And shortly after the final session, India
pickeduptheremainingtwowicketswithDe
Klerk,fittingly,beingthefinalonetofalltomark
theendoftheProteasresistance.Thejobwould
beeventuallycompletedbyShubhaSatheesh
and Shafali Vermaas India notchedup their
straighthomeTestwin.

BRIEFSCORES:India603/6declaredand37/0
beat South Africa 266 and 373 (Laura
Wolvaardt122,SuneLuus109,NadinedeKlerk
61)by10wickets

GarethSouthgateisthehighest-paid
managerattheEuros.Reuters

SnehRanawiththetrophyafter India
beatSouthAfricaonMonday.PTI

Alcaraz keeps
jitters in check to
begin Wimbledon
defence with win

REUTERS
LONDON,JULY1

FORTHE last50weeks,CarlosAlcarazknew
theexact date and timehewouldwalk back
on Centre Court to open the defence of his
Wimbledon title and the Spaniard kept his

goosebumps in check on
Monday tobookhis place
inthesecondround.

Whileinjurywoeshave
plagued many of those
whohavealsohoisted the
Challenge Cup in recent
years -- with question

marksovertheparticipationofNovakDjokovic
andAndyMurray --Alcaraz showedhiswas
fightingfitdespitealessthanidealbuild-upto
thegrasscourtmajor.

Thethirdseed,whoadmittedheevengets
nervous practising on the spiritual homeof
grasscourttennis,beatEstonianqualifierMark
Lajal7-6(3)7-56-2onanovercastdayinsouth-
westLondon.

"Steppingonthiscourt,it'sthemostbeau-
tifulcourtI'veplayedon.Istillgetnerveswhen
I'mplayinghere,"Alcaraz,whoseQueen'sClub
title defence endedwith an early exit last
month,saidcourtside.

"Iplayedfor45minuteshereonThursday
and it's the first time Igetnervouspractising.
I'mgladandI'maprivilegedguytoplayonthis
court.NoteveryonepresentattheAllEngland
Clubontheopeningdayofthechampionships
wassharingtherecentlycrownedFrenchOpen
champion'sjoiedevivre.

Belarusian pair Aryna Sabalenka and
Victoria Azarenka,whobetween themown
fourAustralianOpen titles,were first-day in-
jurycasualties.ThirdseedSabalenka,whohad
beendrawn to faceAmericanEminaBektas,
and16thseedAzarenkabothpulledoutshortly
before their openingmatcheswith shoulder
injuries. Azarenka had been due to take on
2017U.S.OpenchampionSloaneStephens.

Fans flocking to theAll EnglandClub on
Tuesday will be hoping that seven-times
championDjokovic andMurray,whoended
Britain's77-yearwaitforamen'sWimbledon
championwhenhewonthefirstofhistwoti-
tles in 2013,will bothbe fit enough tomake
theirCentreCourtdates.

While Djokovic had knee surgery last
month,Murrayisrecoveringfromaprocedure
onhisback justdays agoandwith this year's
tournament expected to behisWimbledon
swansong, he is desperately hoping he can
writetheendingofhisownscriptwithonefi-
nalrousingrunoncourtratherthanoffit.Fifth
seedDaniilMedvedev,beaten in thesemi-fi-
nalslastyearbyAlcaraz,producedanassured
6-3 6-4 6-2win over AmericanAleksandar
Kovacevic.

Singaporewinsbidto
hostChessWorld
C’shipmatch
NewDelhi: India's efforts to secure a
homeWorldChampionshipmatchfor
D Gukesh came to nought with
SingaporepippingDelhi andChennai
toclaimhostingrights forthepremier
chess contest which will pit the
youngest Challenger in the history
againstdefendingchampionDingLiren
fromChina. The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment andAll India Chess Federation
(AICF) had submitted separatebids to
FIDE, theworld chess body. "After re-
viewingthebidsandinspectingallpo-
tential host cities for their venues,
amenities,eventprograms,andoppor-
tunities, the International Chess
Federationhas selected Singapore as
thehost,"FIDEsaidinarelease.PTI

AfridipraisesRohit’s
leadershipinWCwin
Karachi: Former Pakistan allrounder
ShahidAfridihaspraisedthebodylan-
guage of Rohit Sharma during the
team's title-winning run in the T20
World Cupwhile questioning Babar
Azam'sleadershipduringtherecently-
concluded cricket carnival in the
Americas. "Now, look at his (Rohit's)
game and his style of playing; the
lower-orderbatsmenwhocomeinare
all confidentbecause thecaptain likes
toplayaggressiveandattackingcricket.
So, Ialwaysbelievethat theroleof the
captainisveryimportant,"hesaid.PTI

NeerajChopraopts
outofParisDL
New Delhi: Olympic and world
champion javelin throw star Neeraj
Chopra has opted out of this
Sunday'sParisDiamondLeague, cit-
ing the adductor niggle that has
beentroublinghimfor thepastcou-
pleofmonths, according toareport.
Speaking to 'ESPN', Chopra said he
is focussing on training. "I need to
strengthen my blocking leg when I
throwbecausethat'swhenmygroin
gets pulled. We're working on that
to see how we can reduce the im-
pact on the groin and control the
pressure on it," he said.PTI

BRIEFLY
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INDIAN English Newspaper 

Deccan Chronicle, 
Economics times, 
Times of India, 
Mirror
Financial Express,
Hans india, 
Indian Express,
New Indian Express NIE
The Hindu, 
Mint, Newspaper 
Business standard,
Business Line
, States Man
, Tribune, Newspaper 
pioneer Newspaper
millennium Post Newspaper
Hitavada Newspaper
The Daily Guardian,
The Telegraph 
Eastern Chronicle
The Goan
First India
Free Press Journal
Mid day English Gujarati
Maharashtra time
And also editorials of all English newspapers.
Etc.....

♨ Also avialble Hindi, Andhra Pradesh language papers
Bengali:   | 
Tamil:  |  
Marathi: 
Kannada 
Mumbai samachar 
Sandesh news paper
gujrati samachar 
The Goan
International Magzine
International Newspaper
Gujrati Marathi newspaper
Urdu Newspaper  
 Telangana kannnada, Malayalam, Tamil Telug

International newspaper

The Economist
The Financial Times
The Observer
The Guardian
The Daily Telegraph
Daily Express
Daily Record
Daily Mirror
Daily Mail
The Globa Mail
The Sun
The Times
The Independent
The Cricket Paper
The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal
USA Today
The Washington Post
The Washington Times
New York Post
Los Angeles Times
Chicago Tribune
San Francisco Chronicle
The Boston Globe
u Le Monde 
UAE Gulf News 
El País 
 Corriere Della Sera
Pakistan
Aarb News
Qatar - Gulf Times 
Kuwait - Kuwait Times 
Oman - Observer 
UAE - Gulf News
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