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Our heritage

Unlikely guardians of
Moroccan-Sephardi Jewry

WE WON'T SERVE

Tens of thousands of ultra-Orthodox men demonstrate in Jerusalem
yesterday against the cancellation of exemptions for yeshiva students from
service in the I'I‘IiEital'}’. {Marc Israel Sellem/The |erusalem Post)

Democrats Party formed
as Labor, Meretz unite

* Jerusalem PMost Staff

The Labor Party, led by
chairman and former IDF
deputy chief-of-staff Yair
Golan, reached a formal
agreement on Sunday in
which it will unite with
Meretz under a single party
called “The Democrats.”

The statement made by the
merged parties said, “Unlike
in the past, this is not a ‘tech-
nical bloc,” but a historic
move that finally creates one
large and united party, a lib-
eral-democratic Zionist party
that will serve as a political
home for a large public in
Israel.”

The parties added, “The
union is a necessary step in
building a large and strong
democratic base that will lead
to the replacement of the
extreme right-wing govern-
ment led by [Prime Minister|
Benjamin Netanyahu.

“The new party will be
home for all the forces fight-
ing for democracy and the
image of Israel in recent years:
Protest organizations... civil
society, yvouth movements...
land]| reserve organizations
tfighting for equal burden.”

In response to the unity
agreement, Golan stated,
“One of the goals | have set
for us is to create connections

that will lead to the fulfill-
ment of the camp’s electoral
potential. This is a necessary
political, public and moral
goal.”

As per the agreement, the
new party's Knesset list will
be chosen through democrat-
ic primaries by the parties’
members and new recruits
who join. There will be a
representation  guarantee
mechanism ensuring that at
least one representative from
Meretz will be included up
to the 4th place on the list,
at least one more representa-
tive up to the 8th place, and

See UNITE, Page 7

Page 16

Finishing touch
IPO to close season
with 10 July concerts

IDF advances in Shejaia as
dozens of terrorists killed

18 soldiers wounded in dmne strike in rzorthem Golcm

* By YONAH JEREMY BOB

The IDF’s current re-in-
vasion of Shejaia in north-
ern Gaza has killed dozens
of additional Hamas terror-
ists since Friday, but so far it
seems to be more about elim-
inating tunnels there that
were missed during the first
INvasion.

ISRAEL AT WAR

Netnnynhu insists
on victory over

Hamas, Page 2

PM won't attend
US Embassy’s July 4

party, Page 2

The re-invasion is expected
to last for weeks as the mili-
tary wraps up its operations
in Rafah.

By early January, the IDF
had already achieved opera-
tional control over Shejaia,
but over recent months, once
the army withdrew from the
area, Hamas has been recon-
stituting itself.

But the IDF did not operate
in all parts of Shejaia during
the first invasion, it said, add-
ing that it did not penetrate
a significant area of Hamas's
tunnel network there.

Throughout the invasion

of Gaza, IDF sources have
emphasized that they would
need years to eliminate all of
the tunnels and are not nec-
essarily being given sufficient
time to do so.

Rather, in the initial inva-
sions of Gaza, many of the
larger and more strategic
tunnels with larger commu-
nications tools, intelligence
centers, and more powerful
weapons were destroyed, but
significant aspects of smaller
tunnels were not always fully
accounted for.

Later on Sunday, an explo-
sive drone strike on the north-
ern Golan Heights wounded
18 soldiers, one critically, the
[DF said in a statement.

Israeli aircraft responded
with air strikes on southern
Lebanon.

This is the fourth re-in-
vasion staged by the IDF of
northern and central Gaza
since mid-March, with prior
ones including Shifa Hospital
and the camps of Jabalya and
Nuseirat.

IDF sources said that Divi-
sion 98 surprised Hamas on
Friday in broad daylight, and
took only 40 minutes to pen-
etrate a new makeshift head-
quarters established inside a
school and a pharmacy.

By getting to the new
Hamas command center in
such a short time, the IDF
was able to prevent most of
the Hamas terrorists from
escaping, which has been a
problem in many other oper-
ations.

See ADVANCES, Page 7
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SMOKE RISES from the southern Lebanese town of Khiam,
amid ongoing cross-border hostilities between Hezbollah and
Israeli forces, as pictured from the town of Qlayaa, southern

Lebanon, last week. (Reuters)

* By TOVAH LAZAROFF

Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu is holding
security assessments on the
IDF’s military campaign in
Rafah, which is expected to
wind down this month.

Defense Minister Yoav
Gallant and IDF Chief-of-
Staff Lt.-Gen. Herzi Halevi
are taking part in the talks,
which are also looking at
the overall Gaza war and
“the continuation of mili-
tary pressure on the Hamas

Netanyahu holding
security assessments
on Rafah campaign

terrorist organization.”

The IDF heads of the Air
Force, Southern Command,
Operations, Intelligence,
Operations, Government
Activities in the Territories,
Ground Forces, and addi-
tional senior commanders
are participating in the dis-
cussion.

(rallant also held an oper-
ational assessment in Rafah,
in which he said that “time
is actually working against

See RAFAH, Page 7

Smotrich says Ben-Gvir ‘totally failed
to curb ‘internal threat of Arab Israelis’

« By ELIAV BREUER

The Israel Police and those
who are responsible for it
“totally failed” in preventing
a scenario in which Israeli
Arabs take part in the [ranian
threat to “conquer” Israel, far-
right Finance Minister Bezalel
Smotrich said in a speech at a
joint conference of Makor Ris-
hon and Machon Lev called
“Security and Technology”

on Sunday.

Smotrich described what
he viewed as a multi-pronged
Iranian effort to counter Isra-
el, and listed as a possible
front “the internal front of
Israel’s Arabs,” which “could
not be ignored.”

“The Iranians are counting
on them joining, and we are
far from doing what needs to
be done in order to neutral-
ize their threat in advance,”

Smotrich said, including
“hundreds of thousands of
illegal weapons and arms,
which at the moment of
truth are supposed, accord-
ing to the Iranian ambition,
to take part in the conquering
plan.

“On this issue the police
and he who is responsible for
it are completely failing. This

See FAILED, Page 7
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BEZALEL SMOTRICH
(Gil Cohen-Magen/Pool via Reuters)

Clinging to power: Surprising similarities
between Biden and Netanyahu

ANALYSIS
* By HERB KEINON

New

York Times columnist Thomas
Friedman loves US President Joe Biden,
as his column Friday following the
debate calling on the president to gra-
ciously step aside, attests. He also hates

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, as

his columns over the last three decades
bear plentiful witness.

How painful, therefore, it must be for
Friedman and others who share those
views to wake up and realize that on one
the two men are very
similar: they share a stubborn belief that
they must remain in power, that only
they can do their jobs at this time, and

important metric,

that after them comes the flood.
Thursday night's debate between
Biden and his predecessor Donald Trump
brought into the open what hitherto
was primarily on the lips of Republicans,
Fox News commentators and right-wing
talk-show hosts: that Biden, at 81, is no

See POWER, Page 7

Cracking (or not) the Hamas-
Egyptian cross-tunnel mystery

ANALYSIS
* By YONAH JEREMY BOB

Almost seven weeks into the
IDF invasion of Rafah, and
with major operations there
due to be wrapped up any
day, the IDF still is far from
certain that it has found or
will find all of the cross-bor-
der tunnels between Gaza
and Egvpt, The Jerusalem Post
learned during a visit while
embedded with 1DF forces at
the Philadelphi Corridor at
the end of last week.

In fact, the estimated
time for finding and com-
pletely destroving all of the
cross-border tunnels could
exceed six months.

So far, multiple IDF sources
have estimated that there are
at least 25 cross-border tun-
nels, but these are just initial
estimates.

Of all of the tunnel battles
the IDF has taken on in Gaza,
this is the most important
by far because the Philadel-
phi Corridor is “Hamas’s oxy-
gen” for receiving arms from

the outside world, especially
from lran.

October 7 could not have
happened without the arms
and intelligence training
Hamas received through the
corridor.

How can it be that the
army’s progress, while very
impressive, [alls significantly
short of solving the greatest
threat Hamas presents?

Doesn’t the IDF - after
years of expanding the Yaha-
lom tunnel Special Forces
unit and investing billions
of dollars in robots, special-
ly trained dogs, customized
drones, and a variety of other
cutting-edge technologies -
have the capabilities to close
off this mega-threat?

This is without even getting
into the complex geopoliti-
cal question which involves
Egypt, the US, the UN and
others, of whether the mil-
itary can prevent Hamas's
return if it withdraws com-
pletely from the Philadelphi
Corridor.

If the IDF, currently in full

control, cannot root out all of
the tunnels, it is hard to see
what will stop Hamas from
rearming.

Visiting the area up close
and discussing the tunnel
threat with two senior IDF
commanders, Nahal Brigade
Commander Col. Yair Zuck-
erman and Negev Brigade
Commander Col. Elbaz Ivri,
the Post got a better under-
standing of how much harder
this job is than most of the
public understands.

First of all, when you get to
the Philadelphi Corridor, you
actually see nothing.

These tunnels are especial-
Iy long, and are deep under-
ground. The only way to
really find them is to start
with a shaft deep into Rafah
that might have nothing to
do with cross-border issues.
Then you excavate and fol-
low every tunnel all the way
through to see which ones
lead to the border.

IDF sources pointed out

See TUNNEL, Page 7

French Jews turn to National Rally, ‘the nicest enemy’

= By MICHAEL STARR

Many French Jews are turn-
ing away from their prior
political mainstays and are
voting for the right-wing

WML g

9770793913023
01/07/2024

nn voIw

National Rally (RN) in Sun-
day’s parliamentary elec-
tions, Jewish Paris resident
David told The Jerusalem Post,
as problems arising from
immigration and cultural
change have risen to the fore-
front of political discussion.
David said that everyone in
his synagogue was voting for
National Rally, as were many
other religious Jews he knew.

Many of his leftist Jewish
friends were either voting for
parties on the Right or not
voting at all.

“We're voting for the nic-
est enemy,” said David, refer-
ring to RN's founder’s con-
troversies with Holocaust
denial and antisemitism. “It
is very hard to vote for them
[National Rally| - who wants
to vote for those who have a

history with Nazis?”

David pointed to mass
immigration and the conse-
quent changes in French soci-
ety and Islamist antisemitism
as the major concern driving
the drastic political shifts he
had seen among his friends.
He lives in an area heavily
populated with immigrants,
many from Mali, Senegal, or
Afghanistan.

David explained that the
area has become riddled with
drugs and crime, and was not
safe for native French or girls.

See ENEMY, Page 7

SUPPORTERS REACT at RN
candidate Marine Le Pen’s
headquarters yesterday, in
Henin-Beaumont.
{Ywves Herman/Reuters)
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Netanyahu insists on
victory over Hamas

= By TOVAH LAZAROFF

Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu doubled down on the
importance of defeating Hamas
as American officials reportedly
sought to amend some of the lan-
guage in the proposal in an attempt
to bridge the differences between
Israel and Hamas.

“We are committed to fighting
until we achieve all of our objec-
tives,” Netanyahu said during the
weekly government meeting on
Sunday.

These objectives are, “Eliminating
Hamas, returning all of our hostag-
es, ensuring that Gaza never again
constitutes a threat to Israel, and
returning our residents securely to

their homes in the south and the
north,” he stated.

“There is no change in Israel’s
position” on the proposal for a
hostage deal that US President Joe
Biden unveiled on May 31, Netanya-
hu stressed.

“Today, everyone knows a simple
truth: Hamas is the only obstacle to
the release of our hostages.

“With the combination of diplo-
matic and military pressure, the lat-
ter first and foremost, we will return
them all - all 120 hostages, the liv-
ing and the deceased,” he said.

He spoke amid reports by the
Axios news outlet that the US has
amended some parts of the deal
in an attempt to bridge the gap
between Hamas and lsrael.

Hamas has insisted that Isra-
el must commit to a permanent
ceasefire and withdraw the IDF
from (saza prior to the start of the
deal. It has refused to accept any
deal, including this latest one, that
does not include those principled
points.

Israel has accepted the proposal
that Biden unveiled, which is essen-
tial to its plan, that would allow for
a three-phase deal to move forward,
and would leave the question of a
permanent ceasefire to the second
phase.

Hamas has rejected that deal.
The mediating countries Qatar and
Egypt have continued to press foran
agreement as has the United States.

Reuters contributed to this report

TEARFUL FAREWELL FOR A FALLEN SOLDIER
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Mourners chant prayers around the fresh grave of Sgt.-Maj. Yakir Shmuel Tatelbaum,
who was killed in fighting in the Gaza Strip over the weekend, during his funeral
at the Mount Herzl military cemetery in Jerusalem yesterday. (Nir Elias/Reuters)

Mid(dle East not in focus in US presidential debate

ANALYSIS
* By SETH J. FRANTZMAN

The US presidential debate
between former US President Don-
ald Trump and current President
Joe Biden has led to many take-
aways. For those focused on the
Middle East and Israel, the debate
illustrated how the region is not a
major focus.

Despite a specific question
about Palestinian statehood and
some focus on Iran and the Gaza
war, both candidates appeared to
eschew a deep dive into the region.

It is clear that Biden is interested

in underlining his attempt to cre-
ate a hostage deal and ceasefire in

(;aza. Trump compared his oppo-
nent to a Palestinian, drilled down
on the fact that Iran is embold-
ened, and accused Biden of failing
in the Afghanistan withdrawal.

[n essence, Trump’s point was
that if Biden had handled Afghan-
istan better, then Russia would not
have been emboldened to invade
Ukraine and Hamas would not have
been emboldened to attack Gaza
border communities on October 7.

Biden has often run on his histor-
ic record regarding foreign policy
and decades of experience on the
global stage. However, the debate
was a disappointment lor some
Democrats who saw Biden's perfor-
mance as stumbling.

The big question in the wake of
the debate is whether the Middle
East is actually being focused on
now. Biden has been dragged into
focusing on the Middle East by the
(yaza war, but it was not something
he wanted to focus on.

The problem for the US is that
its ally Qatar hosts Hamas. This
was supposed to make the terror-
ist group more moderate and pre-
vent massacres like October 7, but
Hamas has instead become more
powerful under backing by Doha,
Tehran, Ankara and Moscow.

Twao US allies back Hamas: Qatar
and Turkey. It was the Obama
administration that asked Doha to
host Hamas. Israel also worked with

Qatar to enable funding for the ter-
rorist group. This policy appears, in
retrospect, to have been disastrous.
However, none of the candidates
appear to care much about this.

Trump’s main focus is in discuss-
ing Iran; beyond that, his main
manifesto is that exhibiting a kind
of America-first strength will deter
adversaries.

While the pro-Hamas activists
in the US, primarily extremists in
places like New York and Califor-
nia, have made it seem like the
(zaza war it's important, the debate
showed that a lot of Americans
probably don’t care about the war.

College activists and extremists
want to drag Americans into focus-

ing on the war but most Americans
care about the economy and issues
closer to home. They don’t want
to be colonized by the obsessive
anti-Israel focus that some privi-
leged college students have.

The focus on the conflict is pri-
marily on social media and riots
in places like New York City where
activists recently targeted an exhib-
it about the Nova festival victims.

There may be a second US presi-
dential debate before the election,
which may focus more on foreign
policy. However, the first debate
taught us that even when the hosts
ask the candidates about an issue,
the candidates often stray from the
discussion.

Trump, for instance, was asked
pointedly about Palestinian state-
hood, but his only comment was
“I will have to see.” This sums up
the debate and the Middle East in
general. There is a wait and see
attitude.

Thiswill lead many regional states
to take away a feeling the US is not
focused. That likely makes chances
of a hostage deal and ceasefire less
likely.

Those who think the US will
pressure Israel or Hamas into a deal
are now likely taking such a wait-
and-see approach. Iran, Russia and
Turkey will be emboldened and
will seek to exploit the post-debate
period.

PM won't attend US Embassy’s July 4 party

= By TOVAH LAZAROFF

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu doesn’t plan to attend the United
States Embassy’s July 4 party, due to
the ongoing IDF wars with Hamas in

Minister’s Office stated.

The party itself will be a toned-down
affair in light of the war. The media,
which typically attends, has not been
invited. The traditional guest list is
highly condensed, although some

ties, despite tensions between him and
Washington over the government's

proposed judicial reform.

That event was a large gala affair held
at the Israel Museum in Jerusalem. At
the time Netanyahu was frustrated by

ber last year, on the sidelines of the
United Nations General Assembly.
Biden has yet to extend an invitation
to Netanyahu to visit him in the White
House, even though the prime minster
is set to travel to Washington later this

Rabbi Andrew (Andy) M.

Conservative Rabbi
Andrew Sacks dies

* Jerusalem Post Staff

the south and Hezbollah in the north.

“Israel is in at war and the prime min-
ister is busy managing it,” Netanyahu's
office said.

“Just as the Prime Minister did not
participate in the [Israeli] Indepen-
dence Day and Jerusalem Day cer-
emonies - so he deemed it appro-
priate not to attend the American

ministers have been invited. Foreign
Minister Israel Katz is expected to
attend.

A source close to Netanyahu dis-
missed as “nonsense” reports that the
prime minister’s decision not to attend
the US Embassy party was due to ten-
sions with the Biden administration.

Netanyahu attended last year’s July

the absence of an invitation to Wash-
ington, which traditionally is extend-
ed to Israeli prime ministers upon tak-
ing office.

Netanyahu was sworn into office at
the end of December 2022, but as of
July 2023 had not yet received such an
invite.

He did meet with US President Joe

month to address a joint session of
Congress.

Biden and his administration have
strongly backed Israel in its wars
against Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollah
in the north.

But relations have still been tense
between the strong allies over strategies
regarding the Gaza war, the distribu-

Sacks, a revered leader and
advocate for Jewish plural-
ism, has died at the age of 66.
Known for his tireless dedi-
cation and unwavering com-
mitment to social justice, he
was a prominent figure with-
in the Masorti Movement in
[srael and worldwide.

Independence Day celebrations at
the Ambassador’s Home,” the Prime

4 party and delivered a public address
about the strength of American-Israeli

Biden - who he has known for over
four decades - in New York in Septem-

tion of humanitarian aid in Gaza, and
the pace of the flow of arms to Israel.

Police officer to protester:
I'm going to rape your mother

* By EVE YOUNG

The Justice Ministry’s Police
Investigations Department
announced that they are
looking into two cases of sus-
pected police violence that
took place at protests Satur-
day night, and will reach out
to those involved and invite
them to submit complaints.

The first incident examined
by the PID is one in which
“police officers allegedly
attacked a protester in Jerusa-
lem, and an officer was heard
threatening him,” they said,

adding that they are also look-
ing into “the attack of Labor
MK Naama Lazimi in Tel
Aviv.”

In footage from the incident
in Jerusalem, an officer can be
heard telling a protester that
he would “rape your mother,”
and additional footage shows
the protester was slammed
into the hood of a police car
by a number of officers.

Police responded to the inci-
dent saying that “the police-
man’s conduct at the scene is
not in line with the norms of
discourse and conduct expect-

ed of every policeman,” add-
ing that they will examine the
incident.

When asked by The Jeru-
salem Post if the police offi-
cer involved will continue
to work as normal while the
examination takes place, and
what the status of the inves-
tigation is, Israel Police said
that “The incident is cur-
rently being reviewed by the
Police Internal Investigations
Department, and we will act
in accordance with its find-
ings” - without addressing
whether the officer has been

requirements ma
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Tender No. CIFA 01.24 ("Tender")

For manufacture and supply of pilot boat

In accordance with the Mandatory Tender Law, 5752-1992, the Israel Ports Company
— Development and Assets Lid. ("IPC") hereby invites bidders to take part in an
international public tender for manufacture and suppIK of pilot boat on CIF Ashdod port,
Ashdod, Israel (as defined in incoterms 2020), for As

owned subsidiary of IPC), as further detailed in the tender documents.

The Tender will be conducted via Electronic Tender Box, as defined under Regulation
19(c) of the Mandatory Tender Regulations, 5753-1993 (expect for the bank guarantee
which shall be submitted to a designated Tender Box in IPC offices).

The Tender documents include several threshold requirements as detailed in the Tender
documents. Only participants demonstrating compliance with all such threshold
participate in the Tender, all in accordance with the terms and
provisions of the Tender.

The application forms may be downloaded from the Company’s website at www.israports.co.il
(under the “Tenders” column). The completed application forms must be e-mailed to

dod Marine Services Ltd. (wholly

., with a request to receive a user name and password.

Applicants will receive instructions to download the Tender documents from the website

Bids may be submitted, as detailed in the Tender documents, by 30 July 2024 at 14:00
(2pm) Israel local Time, online to the digital Tender box.

The bank guarantee shall be submitted to a designated Tender Box at IPC offices, 74
Menachem Begin Road, Tel Aviv, 12th floor, room no. 1207, no later than the last date
to submit the bids as stated above.
Additional information may be found on the Company’'s website

(under the "Tenders” column). This notice contains only general and preliminary
information regarding the Tender process. If there is any discrepancy between this
notice and the Tender documents, the Tender documents shall prevail.

www.israports.coul LR T D
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PEOPLE ATTEND a demonstration against Prime Minister
Benjamin Metanyahu’s government and call for the release of
the hostages in Gaza, in Tel Aviv on Saturday. (Eloisa Lopez/Reuters)

suspended or allowed to con-
tinue to work as normal.

“We are very angry but not
deterred,” protest organiza-
tion Changing Direction said
on Sunday, adding that the
protester was “arrested with
extreme violence.”

As shocking as the state-
ment by the officer was, it is
not the first time this year that
this statement has been made
by officers at protests. An offi-
cer also threatened protester
Amitai Aboudi, whose violent
arrest made headlines last
summer, that he would rape
his mother.

Lazimi commented on the
alleged attack against her on
X Saturday, saying that police
pulled her hair and strangled
her. Police responded on X,
saying that Lazimi “prevented
the police officers from carry-
ing out their duty, while push-
ing forcefully between the
police officers and preventing
them from [confiscating a|
mobile phone, as seen in the
attached documentation.”

“In a democratic country,
the police can't confiscate a
protester’s cell phone simply
because they do not like him,"
Lazimi responded on X, say-
ing that it is absurd that the
Police spokesperson is justify-

ing the officer who “violently
and aggressively pulled her
hair and grabbed her face and
strangled her.”

“There are laws in Israel and
while there is no executive
authority that will defend
citizens in Israel, we will be
their shield, and you will not
prevent us from fulfilling that
duty,” she said.

Labor leader Yair Golan
also responded on X, saying,
“The police violence that was
directed tonight towards MK
Naama Lazimi, who defend-
ed the families of hostages
with her body, and the vio-
lence towards demonstrators
in Jerusalem, is crossing a
redline, [and is] alarming and
reminiscent of totalitarian
regimes.”

“This is exactly what the
politicization of the police by
the criminal and terrorist sup-
porter [National Security Min-
ister Itamar] Ben-Gvir looks
like,” he wrote.

“The role of the police is to
protect the citizens and not
to be a private militia of a
convicted criminal and beat
citizens and members of the
opposition.”

Lidar Grave-Lazi and [erusa-
lem Post Staff contributed to this
report.

Born in Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania, Sacks was ordained
by the Jewish Theological
Seminary of America in the
1980s. He served as a congre-
gational rabbi and Jewish edu-
cator in the US before making
aliyah to Israel in 1987. His
career in Israel was marked by
significant contributions to
religious pluralism and social
justice.

Sacks spent 28 years as the
head of the Bureau of Reli-
gious Affairs for the Masorti
Movement in Israel, provid-
ing religious services outside
the ultra-Orthodox rabbinate.
He also served as the director
of the Conservative/Masorti
Rabbinical Assembly in Israel.
He was known for being Isra-
el’s only non-Orthodox mokhel
(ritual circumciser), traveling
across the country to perform
circumcisions at the request
of families.

A staunch advocate for gen-
der equality and Jewish plu-
ralism, Sacks fought for the
recognition of non-Orthodox
conversions both in Israel and
globally. He advised the Jew-
ish Agency and the Interior
Ministry on conversion laws
and battled the Israeli govern-
ment and the Rabbinate for
the recognition of non-Or-
thodox Jews. His efforts
extended to supporting indi-
viduals facing discrimination
and bureaucracy, including
LGBT Jews, converts, and Jew-
ish communities like the Aba-
yudaya (a Jewish community
in Uganda).

In his blog on The Jerusalem
Post, Sacks highlighted the
challenges faced by non-Or-
thodox converts and criticized
the Israeli government for its
discriminatory practices. He
described the difficulties faced
by converts, particularly those
from emergent communities,
and highlighted the systemic
issues within the conversion
process in Israel.

Sacks’ commitment to
social justice and equality was
evident in his writings and

ANDREW SACKS

{The Masorti Movement)

public statements. He once
wrote, “We are determined to
continue our efforts to shape
the State of Israel to reflect the
Zionist values of Klal Yisrael
[the community of Israel].”
His passion for religious plu-
ralism and his dedication to
fighting for the rights of all
Jews were cornerstones of his
legacy.

Rakefet Ginsberg, executive
director of the Masorti Move-
ment, recalled Sacks as a man
of action and integrity. “Rabbi
Andy was a true warrior for
justice,” she said. “He inspired
those around him with his
dedication and brought many
smiles to the offices of the
movement with his character-
istic humor.”

Dr. Yizhar Hess, deputy
chairman of the World Zionist
Organization and former CEO
of the Masorti Movement,
praised Sacks for his fear-
less commitment to justice.
“Sacks was deeply committed
to justice and unbound by for-
malities. He helped thousands
of people and supported
many converts from around
the globe against the strict
Israeli bureaucracy. His sense
of humor and unique person-
ality will be greatly missed.”

Sacks’ legacy is one of relent-
less pursuit of justice and
equality. His contributions
to Jewish law, particularly
in conversion and religious
rights, have had a lasting
impact on the Jewish commu-
nity. His memory will forever
be a blessing and an inspira-
tion for future generations to
continue his fight for a more
inclusive and just society.

He is survived by his family
and a global community that
mourns his loss and celebrates
his remarkable life. May his
memory be a blessing.
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When does a
protest become

pro-Hamas?

ANALYSIS
» By MICHAEL STARR

Since protests erupted against
Israel and in support of Pal-
estinians after the October 7
massacre and Israel’s prosecu-
tion of its war against Hamas,
writers and journalists have
grappled with how to accurate-
ly and fairly describe protests.

[srael-Hamas war protests
have variously been described
as protests against Israel’s
war, Pro-Palestinian protests,
anti-Israel protests, and more
controversially, pro-Hamas
protests. Journalists and com-
mentators have been especially
hesitant to describe a protest
as “pro-Hamas” because it is a
grave charge and definitively
ascribes a belief to the protest-
ers that they may not necessar-
ily share.

While rallies in the imme-
diate aftermath of October 7
would be fairly described as
pro-terrorism, protests since
Israel responded in force have
ostensibly presented them-
selves as pro-ceasefire and
against a supposed genocide
in Gaza. The humanitarian
cloak, be it a cunning guise or
misguided naivety, provides a
degree of plausible deniability
when opponents describe the
alignment of these protests as
pro-terrorism.

Hundreds of organizations
have been involved in the pro-
tests, representing a rainbow of
ideological beliefs. Even at pro-
tests in which there were some
activists who professed affinity
and support for Hamas, such
as those at Columbia Univer-
sity in April, it could be argued
that they were individuals and
outside instigators who did not
represent the whole group and
organizers.

Few groups readily state a
policy of support for terror-
ists, hiding behind the ambig-
uous term “resistance.” Yet
declared policy is not the only
way in which organizations
are judged. Action is far more
important than their stated
goal. It is reasonable to char-
acterize a group according to
the practices that it tolerates
among its activists and leaders.

Within Our Lifetime (WOL),
which primarily operates in
New York, offers an example of
how a clear pattern of behavior
indicates that its protests are
pro-Hamas. One factor to take
into account is whether sup-
port for terrorism is a repeated
occurrence - which decreases
the likelihood that an outside
instigator or rogue faction is
involved.

One waving of a terrorist flag
could be explained, but the
latest WOL protest on Friday
in which multiple Hamas and
Hezbollah flags were present
was one of many such inci-
dents. AtaJune 10 WOL protest
against the Nova Music Festival
Exhibit, Hamas, Hezbollah and
a “long live October 7" banner
were displayed.

Another indicator of pro-
Hamas sentiment is the accep-
tance of pro-Hamas behav-
ior among the group. WOL
activists without the terrorist
paraphernalia seem perfectly
comiortable to be seen next to
terrorist symbols and banners.
The flags have not been hidden
among the crowd, but flutter
proudly at the front of marches
and at the center of podiums.

The behavior of a group's
leadership toward its activists’
behavior also reveals whether a
practice is accepted or support-
ed by a group. WOL'sleadership
has repeatedly been pictured
with such terrorist materials.
On Friday, the group’s leader
Nerdeen Kiswani led chants
next to a banner of Hamas [zz
ad-Din al-Qassam Brigades
spokesperson Abu Obaida. On
April 15, WOL released a video
of Kiswani with a Hezbollah
flag just behind her. Another
organizer, Abdullah Akl, led
chants calling on Abu Obaida
to “Strike, Strike Tel Aviv."”

While a group may not
explicitly state support of a
terrorist organization, silence
about the proclivities of its
activists speaks loudly. If an
organization like WOL fails to
repudiate repeated instances of
Hamas and terrorism support

at its events, then it is tacitly
approving the practice.
Within  Our  Lifetime,
through repeated occurrenc-
es of terrorist support, general
acceptance by both activists
and leadership, and failure of
the organization to reject the
practice, can be reasonably
described as pro-Hamas and
pro-terrorism. Any demonstra-
tion involving WOL should
therefore be regarded as a pro-
Hamas protest. After much
observation of the generally
accepted practice of anti-Israel
groups, this reporter says even
the most cautious of journalists
and commentators should feel
comfortable applying the pro-
Hamas label when relevant.

Terrorist organization banners
flown at NYC demonstration

« By MICHAEL STARR

Multiple flags and banners
of terrorist organizations
were flown at a New York
City anti-Israel protest against
President Joe Biden on Friday,
according to videos published
by Within Our Lifetime.

At the Manhattan Center,
WOL leader Nerdeen Kiswani
was flanked by a banner of
Hamas Izz ad-Din al-Qassam
Brigades spokesperson Abu
Obaida as she led the crowd in
chants of “Genocide Joe has
got to go.”

Two Hamas flags, one carried
by an activist with a Hamas
headband, could be seen at
the protest site.

When marching to the cen-

ISLAMIST FLAGS are flown at an anti-Biden rally in New York
on Friday. (Screenshot/X/Within Our Lifetime)

ter, two Hezbollah flags could
be seen, one held by a person

wearing what appeared to be
the colors of the Popular Front

for the Liberation of Palestine.

Another Hezbollah flag,
two Al Qassam Brigades flags,
and a Lion’s Den flag were
waved at the center of the pro-
test march’s starting point at
Madison Square Park. Banners
called to “globalize the Intifa-
da” and achieve aims “by any
means necessary.”

Promotion for the protest
called on supporters to “flood
Manhattan for Palestine and
Lebanon,” as Hezbollah con-
tinued to bombard northern
[srael and the specter grew of
an expanded Levantine war.

“Palestine suffers massacre
after massacre while inspiring
the world with its resistance.
Lebanon, which has been get-
ting bombed by the IAF for

months, is moving increasing-
ly into the crosshairs of the
Zionist and US war machine
due to their unwavering sup-
port for Palestine,” WOL said
Thursday on X. “Escalation in
Lebanon could break out at
any time, so we, too, need to
escalate.”

WOL sought to confront
Biden over his support for Isra-
el during its war with Hamas.
The group decried what they
sald was a “pinkwashing
event” as Biden was set to
speak at the Stonewall Nation-
al Monument Visitor Center
grand opening ceremony. Fri-
day was the anniversary of the
1969 Stonewall riots against
persecution of LGBTQ Amer-
icans.
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‘Legislation to fire academics who

Israeli, PA banks cooperation extended

Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich has extended a
waiver that allows cooperation between its banking
system and Palestinian banks in the West Bank during
a recent cabinet meeting, the minister’s spokesperson
said on Sunday. The waiver, which was due to expire
at the end of June, allows Israeli banks to process shek-
el payments for services and salaries tied to the Pales-
tinian Authority. Without it, the Palestinian economy
would have taken a hit. US Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen has said it was important to keep open the
Israeli-Palestinian correspondent banking relationships
to allow battered economies in the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip to function and help ensure security. Some
53 billion shekels ($14 billion) was exchanged at Pales-

tinian banks in 2023, official data show.

+ Reuters

Gov't okays Danon as UN envoy

The government approved unanimously on Sunday
the appointment of Likud MK Danny Danon as Israel’s
ambassador to the UN, the government stated.
Danon has already served in this role once before. “I
am proud and honored to return and serve the State
of Israel during this critical period,” he commented.
“As Israel faces numerous fronts, it is imperative for
each of us to contribute our best efforts and exper-
tise. This has been my approach in the past, and it
will continue to be my approach moving forward,”
he said. “In the face of the resurgence of diplomatic
terrorism, | am committed to presenting the truth
with confidence for the sake of the people of Israel

and our shared future.”

* Jerusalem Post Staff

incite to terror is unconstitutional’

= By ELIAV BREUER

A bill proposed to force uni-
versities to fire faculty who
are deemed to have “incited
to terror” or “supported a ter-
ror organization or supported
armed struggle or [an] act of
terror by a terror organiza-
tion, enemy state or individ-
ual against the State of Israel,”
disproportionately violat-
ed free speech and freedom
of occupation and was thus
unconstitutional, the Attor-
ney-General’s Office wrote in
a legal opinion on Sunday.

The bill proposal, which
was scheduled to face a vote
in the Ministerial Commit-
tee on Legislation on Sun-
day, stipulates that if “it was
proven to the manager of a
recognized institution” that a
member of faculty had made
the aforementioned trans-
gressions, the manager was
exempt from giving the facul-
ty member early notice of his
or her removal, and the facul-

ATTORNEY-GEMNERAL Gali Baharav Miara. (Yonatan Sindel/Flash90)

ty member will not be eligible
for severance pay.

However, the manager
must first receive a “detailed
report from the disciplinary
authorities” of the institution
in question regarding steps it
had already taken against the
faculty member. The manag-
er must also first “examine”
the legal opinions of the insti-
tution and of The Council

for Higher Education’s legal
advisers before firing the fac-
ulty member, and give the
faculty member the oppor-
tunity to defend himself or
herself.

The bill also gives a Knesset
subcommittee the authority
to slash funding for institu-
tions that ignore the bill, as
well as take “other enforce-
ment measures.”

According to the bill's
explanatory notes, the bal-
ance between freedom of
expression and the “vital
need” to limit inciteful speech
has been “violated recently.”
The bill's purpose was there-
[ore to ensure that “the arena
of higher education will also
be void of expressions and
actions that incite and sup-
port terror.”

The bill was proposed by
Likud MK Ofir Katz, with the
backing of members of Knes-
set from both the coalition
and opposition: MKs Yevgeny
Sova (Yisrael Beytenu), Ze'ev
Elkin (United Right), Yosef
Taib (Shas), Matan Kahana
(National Unity), Limor Son
Har-melech (Otmza Yehudit),
Tzvi Sukkot (Religious Zion-
ist Party) and Yizhak Pindros
(United Torah Judaism).

In a letter to Justice Minis-
ter Yariv Levin, who chairs
the Ministerial Committee
on Legislation, the Attor-
ney-General’s Office argued

that the bill “disproportional-
lyviolated” freedom of expres-
sion, academic freedom, and
freedom of occupation. The
goal to prevent incitement
was of course a worthy one,
and was therefore a crime
in Israel’s criminal code and
open for police investigation,
the office argued. However,
the bill did not provide suf-
ficient reasons to specifically
sanction academics, especial-
ly without there being crimi-
nal indictment or even a basic
investigation.

The A-G's Office added that
“between the walls of aca-
demia, especially broad free-
dom of expression should be
enabled,” since “the heart
of academic activity is the
expression of ideas, presenta-
tion of criticism, and devel-
opment of thinking." The
bill would create a “chilling
effect” within academic insti-
tutions and thus it would also
violate academic freedom, it
argued.

Labour politician’s London oftice
vandalized by anti-Israel activist

* By MICHAEL STARR and
MATHILDA HELLER

Labour candidate 5tella
Creasy’s London campaign
office was vandalized by an
anti-Israel activist, an anony-
mous source in her party con-
firmed on Saturday.

Creasy's Walthamstow
office window was smashed
by a man with a hammer and
spray-painted last Saturday
night. While the Labour candi-
date alluded to what motivated
the attack, she did not explic-
itly state the reason. The Met-
ropolitan Police on Thursday
told the Post that it wouldn't
speculate regarding the motive,
but confirmed that the inci-
dent was not being treated as a
hate crime.

Waltham  Forest Police
released CCTV still images of
the suspect on Sunday, urging
the public to come forward
with information if they have
any.

“It is entirely unacceptable
for the office of one of London’s
prospective candidate’s to be
targeted in this way,” Waltham
Forest Detectives Superinten-

LABOUR LEADER Keir Starmer attends a general election
campaign event at The Royal Horticultural Halls in London on
Saturday. (Suzanne Plunkett/Reuters)

dent Dion Brown said in a state-
ment.

Creasy said that she has
always endeavored to make
herself available for discussions
with voters on controversial
subjects, including the Israe-
li-Palestinian conflict, but that
the attacker has refused to take
part in such discussions.

“What I will not do is give an
inch to those people who do

not care for the democratic pro-
cess and use violence, intimida-
tion, and harassment to try and
express themselves, and make
it unsafe for anybody to take
part in our politics,” the Labour
candidate said in a video mes-
sage on social media.

Creasy said that those who
had been circulating “mali-
cious and false leaflets” about
her political position also

didn't “belong in the political
process.”

The Labour politician said in
her video that she had voted
for a ceasefire in Gaza “at every
opportunity” and had chal-
lenged the UK government on
arms sales to Israel and uphold-
ing international law. She also
noted her advocacy both for
families of hostages held by
Hamas, and Palestinians in
(Gaza seeking visas to come to
Britain.

Creasy touted her record of
supporting a two-state solu-
tion, and that in 2014 she had
voted for recognition of a Pales-
tinian state.

Vandalism of the offices of
UK politicians by anti-Israel
activists has occurred repeated-
ly since the October 7 massacre.

The Jewish Chronicle reported
that on June 1, the Labour Party
Office in Chingford and Wood-
ford Green was defaced with
anti-Israel graffiti.

Golders Green and Finchley
Conservative MP Mike Freer’s
office was torched in an arson
attack in December, after he
had received threats over his
support for Israel.

Anti-Israel demonstrators at
Biden-Trump debate call for
militancy instead of protest

* By MICHAEL STARR

Anti-Israel activists called for a shift from
protests to militancy and violent revolution
at protests against the presidential debate
between President Joe Biden and former Pres-
ident Donald Trump in Atlanta on Thursday.

“We say {**k the police, we will burn it down
and take what is ours in the streets. And that
isn’t an empty threat, it's a promise,
woman speaking to around a hundred activ-
ists in a protest organized by Palestine Action
US. “The days of protests are behind us, and
to be peaceful in the belly of the beast that
commits unlimited genocide on the Global
South is a disgrace. It is time we follow the lead
of militants of oppressed nations. It is time to
change our orientation from one of protest to

resistance.”

Advertisement for the “stop the debate” pro-
test explained that both Biden and Trump
were part of a system that needed to be upend-
ed, calling the choice between Democrat and
Republican a “false choice. In a video pub-
lished by Palestine Action US, the speaker
called for the beheading of the “two-headed

beast.”

“Intifada, intifada: Long live the intifada,”
chanted activists. “Globalize the intifada.”

The Escalate network said on X Friday
that the protesters had opted for a “tactical

retreat” when confronted by police. The group
claimed that a speaker cited the philosophy of

mn

said a

deceased terrorist Basel Al-Araj, and told other
protesters “we fight when we are ready, not
when the enemy is ready.”

The Party for Socialism and Liberation also
held protests outside the CNN Atlanta studio
where the debate was held. PSL's own presi-
dential candidate Claudia De la Cruz joined
the pro-Palestinian protests.

“As Genocide Joe and arch-racist Donald
Trump each clamored to call themselves big-
ger supporters of Israel and the war machine
than their opponent, more and more peo-
ple reject the two-party system and desire
an alternative,” PSL Atlanta said Saturday on
Instagram. “No matter who takes the presi-
dency in November, we will not let up until

we get a permanent ceasefire, an end to the

occupation, and an end to all US aid to Israel!
We must build a mass movement that will tear
down this unjust system!”

Atlanta Democratic Socialists of America
and Atlanta Multifaith Coalition for Palestine
also participated in the PSL protests.

One photograph shared on Saturday on Ins-

tagram by the coalition said that the “whole

damn system’s got to go."”

Atlanta DSA said Saturday on social media
that neither Trump nor Biden represented the
“will of working people.”

Apple Store offering Hamas
radio station app for download

* By MICHAEL STARR

* By MICHAEL STARR

The Hamas-run radio station Al-Aqsa Voice is available for
download from the Apple application store for iPhones and

iPads.

The free application allows listeners to tune into broadcasts of

the Gaza-based radio station.

The age rating for the app is +17 because of “Mild/moderate

realistic violence.”

Middle East analyst Eitan Fischberger, who originally discov-
ered the application, questioned what internal review mecha-
nisms Apple has in place to prevent terrorist organizations from

exploiting its platform.

“Apple should immediately remove the app and fix whatever

led to this gross oversight,” said Fischberger.

“How many susceptible American youths have tuned into
Al-Agsa radio through the App 5Store? How many have listened
to the station as it aired speeches by [Hamas political leader]
Ismail Haniyeh and [Hamas Gaza leader] Yahva Sinwar? Voice
of Al-Agsa has been one of Hamas's primary propaganda chan-
nels for years.”

Al-Aqsa Voice advertises its Apple application on its website
next to an option for an application on Google Play, however
the Google version no longer appears to be available.

The Hamas-affiliated radio channel also has accounts on
Soundcloud, X, and Facebook, but they haven't been updated
since July, May, and October. The station’s Telegram account
also no longer appears to be available.

Turkish opposition leader Ozgur Ozel
condemns Hamas, October 7 attacks

* Jerusalem PPost Staff

There was anger in Turkey over oppo-
sition leader Ozgur Ozel, who said in a
TV interview on Saturday that Hamas is
a terrorist organization, a stance he has
also previously voiced.

Ozel stated, “Hamas rains bombs on
innocent people in the middle of the
night, with balloons, drones, and I don't
know what else.”

He further argued that accusing fin-
gers are pointed at him when he makes
these statements, yet he also stated, “You
must see that this issue started there
[with Hamas]. What Hamas did was an
act of terror. Hamas fired bombs at sleep-
ing Jews in the middle of the night.”

Turkey’s main opposition party, the
Republican People’s Party (CHP,) elect-
ed Ozel as its new leader in November
2023, replacing Kemal Kilicdaroglu, the

Associated Press reported shortly after
the elections that year. Following the
elections, Ozel vowed to strive for a bet-
ter political future and “to make people
smile,” AP quoted the Turkish opposi-
tion leader as saying,

Following Turkey’s economic chal-
lenges and the aftermath of the Feb-
ruary 2023 earthquakes, dissatisfaction
grew within the CHP as the party missed
the opportunity to defeat Erdogan in
May's elections that year.

Pre-election expectations had sug-
gested strong support for former leader
Kihicdaroglu, who was seen as the oppo-
sition’s best chance to unseat Erdogan
since 2003.

According to the report, Ozel secured
812 out of 1,366 delegate votes, marking
a significant leadership change follow-
ing the party’s electoral setback.

Maariv contributed to this report.

OZGUR OZEL
(Dilara Senkaya/Reuters)

The same day that the anti-Is-
rael protest encampments at
universities in Brussels were
cleared by police on Tuesday,
a Jewish woman alleged that
she had been threatened and
pelted with objects by student
activists.

The People’s University of
Brussels group and Pro-Pales-
tinian organizations alleged
brutalities against their activ-
ists as police removed them
from French-speaking Free
University of Brussels’ Build-
ing B, which they had occupied
since May 7 and renamed after
deceased Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine terrorist
Walid Dagqah.

Belgian pro-Palestinian
groups shared a post on Insta-
gram on Tuesday promising to
continue with their activism,
proclaiming “It is not an expul-
sion: It is the beginning of a
movement!”

Video of the raid posted by
People’s University of Brussels
and photographs published by
the European Jewish Congress
showed that the interior of the
building had been defaced,
with graffiti in multiple lan-
guages lining the walls. EJC
claimed that some slogans on
the wall called for Tel Aviv's
destruction.

“This is the sad result of a
weak administration that has
succumbed to the violence,
hatred and blackmail of these
wanna-be revolutionary stu-

dents,” EJC Director of Europe-
an Affairs Ariella Witchik said
on X on Thursday in response
to the vandalism. “Itis a far cry
from the values advocated by
this university, which I once
respected.”

The same day as the encamp-
ment’s clearing, Belgian League
against Antisemitism President
Joel Rubinfeld shared the claim
of a Jewish woman who said
that while walking her dog
past the encampment, she had
received abuse from the student
activists who allegedly called
her “Jew” in Arabic and “dirty
Bourgeois.” The activists were
accused of throwing objects at
her, resulting in her being cut.
She was also threatened, sup-
posedly told “we are going to
take off vour head and vour
dog’s, too” and “you are going
to pay for the others.”

Rubinfeld said that she
reported the incident to the
police.

Brussels Against Genocide
accused Rubinfeld on Instagram
on Thursday of misrepresent-
ing the event, claiming that
the woman had mocked and
insulted the students who had
not touched her. A video of the
incident was published by the
group depicting a hostile verbal
exchange, with no physical clash.

After the encampment had
been established, on May 8,
Université Libre de Bruxelles
(ULB) issued a statement say-
ing that it was open to dia-
logue. It touted its record of
decrying both the October 7

‘We're going to take your head off,’
Belgian student tells Jewish woman

Hamas massacre and the “dis-
proportionate Israeli military
reaction” as well as its adoption
of motions calling for respect
for international law, a call for a
“just and lasting peace,” and its
condemnation of the alleged
systematic destruction of Pales-
tinian higher education facili-
ties in Gaza.

The university also con-
demned any violence and
antisemitism on campus and
said that it was monitoring the
situation.

The ULB encampment had
held an “intifada festival” on
June 23, proclaiming in adver-
tisements: “long live the resis-
tance.” One of the groups that
participated was Samidoun:
Palestinian Prisoner Solidarity
Network, which has long been
accused of being an activism
arm of the Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine.

Alleged PFLP leader and
Palestinian Alternative Rev-
olutionary Path Movement
founder Khaled Barakat gave a
lecture to the group in mid-
May. Another alleged PFLP
operative, Samidoun European
Coordinator Mohammed Khat-
ib, gave a lecture on June 7 to
the encampment of the nearby
ULB Flemish sister university
Vrij Universiteit Brussel (VUB).

The VUB encampment said
on Wednesday that its protest-
ers were also removed from
their encampment by police.
They also alleged that law
enforcement had engaged in
violence to expel the students.
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AN EXPLOSION on a ship that Houthis say was an attack by them on Greek-owned MV “Tutor’
in the Red Sea last month, in this screen grab obtained from a video.

(Houthi Media Center/handout via Reuters)

Houthis to boost
attacks with new
kamikaze boat

ANALYSIS
* By SETH ). FRANTZMAN

A spokesperson for the Iranian-backed
Houthis claimed on June 30 that the group
will soon unveil a new “military boat” which
is “furnished with advanced technology and
destructive power,” Iran’s state media IRNA
claimed.

This was based on a statement by the Houth-
is to their own media in Yemen, the Al-Masir-
ah news network, in which the Houthis made
these claims on the evening of June 29,

The Houthis have switched to using new
kamikaze drone boats in attacks. These have
proven more effective than their flying drones
and ballistic missiles. The boat sits low in the
water and appears to be converted from vari-
ous types of small speed boats or fishing boats.

These are hard to detect because they are
small and so low in the water they may not be
seen amidst the waves. Large commercial ships
have no defenses against boats like this and
a large commercial ship likely cannot outrun
them. US and partner navies can sink the boats
but they first have to detect them and be aware
of where they are heading. In a large body of
water such as the coast off Yemen or the Red Sea,
this is difficult.

According to the reports, the Houthis said
they will soon release images of their new
boat. "According to the spokesman, the boat is
the same vessel the Yemeni army used nearly
a week ago to attack the Transworld Navigator
ship in the Red 5ea. He said images of that
attack will be released as well.” This indicates
that the boat will be of a type of drone boat or
kamikaze vessel.

According to US Central Command on
June 23 “Iranian-backed Houthis struck the
M/V TRANS WORLD NAVIGATOR, a Liberi-
an-flagged, Greek-owned, and operated bulk

cargo carrier in a suspected uncrewed aerial
system (UAS) attack. Today, at 4:00 a.m.
(Sanaa time), the crew reported minor inju-
ries and moderate damage to the ship, but the
vessel has continued underway. M/V TRAN-
SWORLD NAVIGATOR most recently docked
in Malaysia and was en route to Egypt. This
marks the fourth attack by Iranian-backed
Houthis on the M/V TRANSWORLD NAV-
[GATOR. There were no injuries on US or
coalition vessels.” The Transworld Navigator
was attacked several times, once apparently
by a drone boat.

CENTCOM has destroyed numerous drone
boats. On June 23, CENTCOM said they had
“successtully destroyed three Iranian-backed
Houthi uncrewed surface vessels (USV) in the
Red 5ea.” A report at Seatrade Maritime notes
that “according to defence specialists Ambrey,
the Houthis first successfully used a Remote
Controlled-Water Borne Improvised Explosive
Device (RC-WBIED) on June 12 when another
Liberia-flagged bulk carrier, Tutor, was impact-
ed off Yemen’s Red 5ea coast, near Hodeida.

The impact of the maritime drone caused
the engine room to flood. Three hours there-
after, the vessel was targeted with a missile.
One crew member was reportedly killed fol-
lowing the attack, making this the second
incident with crew fatality.”

The Iranians agree with this assessment,
and according to Iranian state media, “since
mid-November, Yemen has been attacking
[sraeli ships or any vessels heading to ports
of occupied Palestine in a show of support for
the Palestinian people in war-ravaged Gaza.
Yemen has said that its attacks will continue
until the Israeli regime stops its war on Gaza
and lifts its blockade of the territory,” IRNA
claimed.

Owverall, the picture is clear. The Houthis are
using more drone boats in their attacks.

NGO: US A-G should investigate
Amal Clooney's role in ICC case

* Jerusalem Post Staff

The US Attorney-Gener-
al Merrick Garland should
investigate Amal Clooney's
assistance to the International
Criminal Court’s case against
Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu, Israeli NGO Shurat
HaDin argues.

According to Shurat HaDin,
the human rights attorney (and
wife of Hollywood actor George
Clooney) has violated federal
law by illegally participating
in the International Criminal
Court’s (ICC) “investigative
actions” against Netanyahu for
war crimes while she was on

MNITSANA DARSHAN-LEITNER
{Courtesy)

the email, phone records and
passports of Clooney in order
to discover her whereabouts
and communications with
the Prosecutor’s Office in The
Hague and determine if she
acted illegally while on Ameri-
can territory. Clooney is not an
American citizen.

After President Joe Biden
initially criticized the ICC's
actions earlier this month,
George Clooney called White
House official Steve Ricchetti,
counselor to the president, to
complain about Biden’s denun-
ciation of the arrest warrants
for Netanyahu and Gallant.

Why is the Arab League
reaching out to Hezbollah?

ANALYSIS
* By SETH J. FRANTZMAN

Reports over the weekend suggested
the Arab League is shifting its posi-
tion on Hezbollah. According to the
reports, the Arab League Assistant
Secretary-General Hossam Zaki spoke
at length with Lebanese parliament
Hezbollah member Mohammed Ra’ad.
“Zaki reportedly said there should be no
additional escalation and that Lebanon
should choose a new president to fill
the long-vacant position,” the New Arab
reported.

There is a lot of speculation that this
means the Arab League no longer views
Hezbollah as a terrorist group. However,
there is still lack of clarity on whether
this implies a trend in the region among
the league members or whether it is
merely designed to brief the league
due to concerns about a possible war
between Israel and Hezbollah in Leba-
nor.

According to Al-Akhbar in Lebanon,
which is considered sympathetic to
Hezbollah, Zaki was visiting the country
and held several important meetings.
For instance, he spoke with the com-
mander of the Lebanese army and sever-
al other factions.

“The most prominent meeting was
with the head of the Loyalty to the
Resistance bloc, MP Mohammad Raad,”
the newspaper said. “This was the first
contact between the two sides in more
than ten years, especially since the Arab
League had accepted the Saudi-Emi-
rati request and approved in 2016 the
classification of Hezbollah as a terrorist
organization.”

According to this report, “as for the
content, the sources revealed that ‘Zaki
informed Hezbollah that the university
decided to remove the terrorist designa-
tion against him, and it believes that he
has a major role in the future of Leba-
non.” He also called for accelerating the
presidential elections, pointing out the
difficulty of electing any of the known
candidates, and considering that ‘the
solution is to agree on the third solu-
tion.’

“While Representative Raad did not
comment on the issue of party classifi-
cation, he repeated in the presidential
file the position in support of [presiden-
tial candidate| Franjieh while emphasiz-
ing openness to any discussion, but the
other party refuses dialogue.”

This section of the report appears to
illustrate that the wider context is not
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(Dalati Nohra/Handout via Reuters)

the possible conflict with Israel, but
actually Lebanese politics.

MEANWHILE, Anadolu media in Tur-
key also reported on the meetings. “In

a televised statement on the Egyptian
Al-Qahera News Channel the day after
he concluded his visit to Beirut, Hossam
Zaki said: ‘In previous Arab League deci-
sions, Hezbollah was designated as a ter-
rorist organization, and this designation
was reflected in the resolutions, leading
to the severing of communication based
on these decisions.™

This report leaves some confusion.
“The member states of the League
agreed that the label of Hezbollah as a
terrorist organization should no longer
be emploved,” Zaki said. “The desig-
nation of Hezbollah as a terrorist orga-
nization no longer applies... the Arab
League does not maintain terrorist lists
and does not actively seek to designate
entities in such a manner,” he indicat-
ed. I searched for the original Al-Qahera
report of this statement and could not
find it. It is apparently a translation of a
short video segment.

It’s worth noting that Lebanese poli-
ticians who met with Zaki pushed back
against Hezbollah's actions, which are
escalating toward war with Israel. Leb-
anon24 media noted that “the head of
the Phalange Party stressed his rejection
of Hezbollah monopolizing decisions
on war and peace and dragging Leba-
non into a war that will only bring it
tragedies. It has proven that it did not
and will not serve Gaza or the two-state
solution that grants the Palestinians
their right to a viable homeland, which
is the only way out to stop the war and
stabilize the region.”

MEANWHILE, the pro-Hezbollah
Al-Mayadeen characterized Zaki's visit
as also reversing eight years during
which Hezbollah was viewed as a terror
group by the league. “Zaki pointed out
that the issue of the war in the south
took a significant amount of time in
communications, expressing his hope
that things would not develop because
‘the evidence coming from the Israeli
side is worrying and expresses a desire
to expand the war on Lebanon, which is
rejected by the Arab League,”™ the report
said. This is important because it shows
that the goal of the league is to prevent
a wider conflict.

In most cases, there is no clear evi-
dence about how the Arab League has
officially changed its position. On
the other hand, the decision by Zaki
appears to come as the league has nor-
malized ties with the Syrian regime and
the Syrian regime, which has close ties
to Hezbollah.

The terrorist group intervened to back
the region in 2012. The decision by the
Arab League to view Hezbollah more
negatively came in the context of the
Syrian civil war. Therefore, with the
war largely over, it makes sense that the
league may be more open to talks with
Hezbollah.

It's worth noting the meeting was
with a Hezbollah member of parliament
in Lebanon, so the league can argue this
is merely a formality and a meeting with
parliamentarians. Ra'ad was recently
slammed in Lebanon for comments in
which he critiqued Lebanese citizens for
going to the beach and to nightclubs
during the tensions with Israel.

The overall context here is that the
region is concerned about possible
war. Countries are considering asking
their citizens to leave, and reports say
some countries, such as Saudi Arabia,
are already urging citizens to leave
Lebanon. The Kingdom of Jordan has
also advised citizens against travel
there.

The Arab League isn't the only one
doing outreach to Hezbollah. According
to reports, on Thursday, a Qatari official
is also traveling to Beirut to meet with
Hezbollah. This report also appeared
at Al Akhbar, clearly showing that the
Lebanese daily paper has an interest
in trumpeting the meetings with Hez-
bollah and officials in the region. This
is designed to legitimize the terrorist
group and make it seem like it is playing
a major role negotiating on behalf of
Lebanon.

US soil.

Representatives of the NGO
have sent a letter to Garland on
the issue. The document was
sent by attorneys Robert |. Tol-
chin of New York and Shurat
HaDin President Nitsana Dar-
shan-Leitner of Tel-Aviv. Shu-
rat HaDin represents hundreds
of Hamas terrorism victims,
including victims of Hamas's
October 7 massacre, in legal
actions against the terror group
and its financial supporters.

“The American law is
extremely clear: no agent of
the ICC can operate or assist
in ICC investigative actions
against Americans or their allies
while residing in the US,” said
Darshan-Leitner. “As President
Biden stated, it is outrageous
that this biased court in The
Hague would attempt to prose-
cute Israeli officials as they bat-

tle the Hamas murderers, rap-
ists and terror gangs in Gaza.”

The letter to Garland notes
that Amal Clooney, at the
request of ICC Chief Prosecutor
Karim Khan, participated in an
investigative panel convened to
evaluate evidence of suspected
war crimes and crimes against
humanity in Israel and Gaza.
The panel was tasked to review
the legal analysis underpinning
the chief prosecutor’s intended
application for warrants against
two Israeli leaders, Netanyahu
and Defense Minister Yoav Gal-
lant, as well as several Hamas
leaders.

Ms. Clooney has spoken
publicly about her involve-
ment with the ICC investiga-
tive panel and boasted of her
actions to assist in indicting the
two Israeli leaders. The Shurat
HaDin letter requests that the
Attorney General subpoena

Clooney was afraid that his
wife might be subject to US
sanctions and penalties as the
Biden Administration had ini-
tially threatened ICC officials.
Clooney later wrote fundrais-
ing solicitation letters and
appeared at a Biden re-election
campaign fundraiser on June
15th in Los Angeles.

“If Amal Clooney participat-
ed in the ICC panel investigat-
ing Prime Minister Netanyahu
while residing in the US then
she is the one that needs to be
prosecuted,” said Darshan-Leit-
ner. “She seems to be passion-
ate about international law
but pretty contemptuous of
American regulations. George
Clooney's efforts to intervene
and interfere with White House
policy on behalf of his wife
while raising funds for Biden's
campaign is troubling and sus-
picious.”
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Detense Ministry spent NIS 30b. on
local procurement since war - report

« By SHMUEL ELMAS

Since the start of the war
in October, Israel’s Defense
Ministry has spent NIS 30 bil-
lion ($8 b.) including VAT on
local procurement, according
to information from the min-
istry’s Department of Produc-
tion and Procurement (DOPP)
seen by Globes.

More than half of this
amount has been spent on
defense equipment, ammu-
nition, and weapons. This
wide-ranging spending was
directed by Defense Ministry
Director-General Maj.-Gen.
(res.) Eyal Zamir to base as
much procurement as pos-
sible on Israeli-made items.
This amount represents the
DOPP’s typical full-year pro-
curement.

The data reflect the signif-
icant consequences of the
recruitment of some 300,000
reservists, as a result of which
28.7% of Israeli procurement
during the war (NIS 8.61 bil-
lion) has been for “miscel-
laneous” items. The wide
range of products includes,

AN IRON DOME anti-missile system fires interception missiles as rockets fired from the Gaza
Strip to Israel in May last year. (Yonatan Sindel/Flash90)

for example, clothing, tents,
accommodation, equipment,
and chemical and other ser-
vices that exist on the market.

This was the second-biggest
category after the procure-

ment of defense equipment,
ammunition, and weapons,
which amounted to NIS 16.4
billion. The lion's share of
that amount went to Elbit
Systems, Israel Aerospace

Industries (IAl), and Rafael.
However, it is very likely that
subcontractors of the three
major companies also benefit-
ed from procurement.

One of the significant issues

that the management of the
Defense Ministry has been
asked to address is to restore
capabilities that have not
been acquired for many years.

As part of the rapid con-
clusions drawn, it has been
realized that there is a criti-
cal need for a large quantity
and independence in the field
of land weapons - four times
the amount of domestic pro-
duction before the outbreak
of the war. Investments have
been made, and procedures
for modernization, automa-
tion, and expansion of pro-
duction lines have been car-
ried out.

[nteresting procurement by
the IDF includes NIS 100 mil-
lion for drones and NIS 920
million for computer equip-
ment. Over the same period,
the procurement delegation
in the US spent more than $6
billion. The annual US mili-
tary aid package is worth $3.3
billion plus $500 million per
year for joint developments in
the field of air defense and the
various aid packages approved
during the war. (Globes/TNS)

IVC, Leumitech preliminary data show hi-tech recovery

Second quarter is first since beginning of 2022 with no decline compared to same quarter in previous

* Jerusalem Post staff

Leumitech, the hi-tech banking arm
of Bank Leumi, and IVC, a provider of
data, quantitative research, and busi-
ness information, today published the
first data from the Tech Review report
for the second quarter of 2024.
to preliminary data
from the report, it appears that Israe-
li hi-tech is continuing the positive
trend with a high volume of financ-
ing rounds and a higher number of
rounds than in previous quarters. This
is the first quarter since the beginning
of 2022 in which there was no decline
compared to the same quarter in the
previous year. Israeli technology com-
panies raised $2.9 billion in 110 rounds

According

in the second quarter.

While 62% of the total capital in the
quarter was raised from six financing
rounds, most came from companies in
the cyber field. The most prominent
transaction was that of WIZ, which
completed a 3965 million funding
round. The positive upward trend that
began in the first quarter is also evident
in that, excluding WIZ's huge funding
round, there was an increase of 19% in
the volume of fundraising ($1.93b.).

“We are pleased to see that the signs
of recovery felt in recent months are
also reflected in second-quarter data,”
Leumitech CEO Maya Eisen-Zafrir said.
“The data reflect growth in the volume
of capital raised and in the number of
transactions relative to the previous
quarter, as well as in the correspond-
ing quarter of last year. If this volume

tech.”

continues, we will be on pace for the
tech sector to end with a year of growth
compared to the previous year. In addi-
tion, from the in-depth examinations
we conducted regarding the identity of
investors, it is encouraging to see for-
eign investors - who have never invest-
ed in Israel - taking part in transactions
since the beginning of the war.”

Ben Klein, CEO of IVC, said: “The
second quarter ends today with pos-
itive growth indicators. The scope of
activity in Israeli hi-tech continued to
grow moderately. This is not trivial in
light of the circumstances. The grow-
ing presence of foreign investors attests
to the attractiveness of Israeli high-

This article was written in cooperation
with Bank Leumi.

(Oren Dai)

LEUMITECH CEO Maya Eisen-Zafrir

Israel, Korea to
form new $80m.
investment fund

* Jerusalem Post Staff

Israel’s most active invest-

ment platform, OurCrowd,
was chosen by the South
Korean government to
Cco-manage an investment
fund of $80 million for
startups in both countries,
OurCrowd announced on
Wednesday.

The target for the fund
is $80 million, over half
of which has already been
raised by NH Venture
[nvestment and K-Growth,
the Korean partners.

With $48 million secured,

OurCrowd is working to

raise remaining funds from
its 240,000 registered global

investors, the company
announced.

The bilateral fund will
invest in 25-0 startups in
both Israel and Korea, par-
ticularly projects focused
on technology, such as

robotics, automotive, quan-

tum computing, cyber-
security, and digihealth,
OurCrowd said.

The fund is backed by NH

Venture Investment, the
venture arm of NongHyup

Financial Group, which has

total assets of $400b, and
Korea Growth Investment
Corporation (K-Growth), a

Korean government agency
that invests policy funds to

achieve strategic objectives
on behalf of the Korean
Ministry of Trade Indus-
try and Energy (MOTIE).
K-Growth has pledged 532
million to the fund, and
NH has committed $16

million. NH and OurCrowd

will co-manage the fund as
general partners.

“The establishment of the

[srael-Korea bilateral fund
with the backing of the
South Korean government

is wonderful news for Israeli

hi-tech,” said Jon Medved,
CEO of OurCrowd.
Medved said South Korea

wished to use Israeli inno-
vation to secure its position
In pioneering industries.

He also said that [srae-

li DeepTech companies
would receive direct access
to the South Korean
industrial conglomerates,
allowing for global collabo-
rations, especially those in
the Asia-Pacific region.

Medved added that South
Korean startups would ben-
efit from exposure to Isra-
el’s connections to leading
venture capital investors
and entrepreneurs, helping
them drive their technolog-
ical progress forward.

Kim Hyun Jin, CEO of NH
Venture Investment, said,
“K-Growth has established
this fund to support the
global expansion of Korean
companies through open
innovations with global
hi-tech enterprises, such
as innovative Israeli com-
panies.

“OurCrowd’s extensive
Israeli and Global network
|will| collaborate with
Korean hi-tech startups to
grow together through this
fund.”

South Korea has the
13th-largest economy in
the world, with an increas-
ing GDP. It is also the
fifth-largest manufacturing
power in the world after
China, the United States,
Japan, and Germany,
according to OurCrowd.

After Israel, South Korea
Is the second-biggest global
investor in Research and
Development as a percent-
age of GDP.

This partnership comes
despite recent news of
the South Korean NGO
People’s Solidarity for
Participatory Democracy
(PSPD), the Asian Dignity
Initiatives, and South Kore-
an lawmakers filing crimes
against humanity charges
for seven Israeli officials.

‘Economy was struggling
long before October 7°

* Jerusalem Post Staff

[srael’s economy was struggling
long before October 7, and finan-
cial difficulties have had an impact
on the country’s defense capabili-
ties, Israeli economist Prof. Yaron
Zelekha argued during the latest epi-
sode of Conversation Corner, a series
powered by The Jerusalem Post and
Ono Academic College.

Zelekha, director of Accountancy
Studies at Ono Academic College and
a former accountant-general for the
Finance Ministry, was interviewed
by the Post’s Deputy Editor-in-Chief
Tamar Uriel-Be'eri.

“For the past 17 years Israel has
witnessed a slow deterioration in
the state of the economy,” Zelekha
said. He stressed the stark contrast
between the economic boom of
2007-2008 and the decline observed
since then, noting that during the
economic peak, Israel’s GDP per cap-
ita reached 62% of that in the United
States, but has since fallen below
50%.

Uriel-Be'eri pressed on, “How does
Israel finance this war right now?”
Zelekha responded with a detailed
analysis of the shifting economic
policies over the years, explaining
that the government has increasing-
ly relied on raising real estate prices
and the consumer price index to
boost revenues.

“From 2008 until 2023, the govern-
ment has brilliantly, or should I say,
viciously, structured the economy in
a way that it can take a larger share
of our income,” he elaborated. This
strategy, he argued, has enriched the
government while impoverishing
the citizens.

The discussion turned to the
impact of these policies on Israel’s
defense capabilities.

“On October 7, we were facing our
enemies with a smaller army than we
needed,” Zelekha said. He explained
that the reduction in GDP allocated
to defense from 7% to 5% has result-
ed in significant budget shortfalls,
affecting the country’s military read-
iness.

“That explains why on October 7

we were facing our enemies with a
smaller army than the one we need-
ed,” he said

“I don’t want to mention the num-
ber of divisions, including armed
divisions with tanks that were closed
in these 17 years, while according to
reports, half of our fighting helicop-
ters were dismantled.”

When asked whether Israel is on
the right track to economic recovery,
Zelekha's response was both optimis-
tic and cautionary.

“Israel’s economy is very stable and
robust to external shocks because
of its experience,” he said. “I'm not
afraid of the stability of the econo-
my. ['m afraid of our level of income,
which has deteriorated.”

The conversation shifted to the
hi-tech sector, a vital engine of Isra-
el’s economy.

Zelekha emphasized the sector’s
resilience but cautioned against
over-reliance on it.

“High tech is important, however,
it's not important enough to be a
sole engine to the Israeli economy,”
he explained.

Instead, he advocated for policies
that support the 90% of the work-
force employed in other sectors.

“We cannot expect the 10% to
become 30%, 40%, or 50%,” he
explains “It will not happen. It's
only growing by a half percent a
year, so in 10 years, it can be 15%. We
need to take care of the other 90%
of workers - and in order to do that,
we need to change our economic
policies.”

According to Zelekha, a key issue
for this purpose is the education
system.

“You cannot teach 40 children in
a classroom in 2024," the professor
stated emphatically. He argued for
smaller class sizes and better resource
allocation, noting that increasing
the number of teaching hours with-
out addressing class size would be
ineffective.

“You can teach 10,000 hours, but
the outcome with 40 pupils in a
classroom will be zero,” he said.

This article was writfen in coopera-
tion with Ono Academic College.

= By ASSAF GILEAD

The Israel Police is deploying
Chinese-made license plate recog-
nition (LPR) cameras as part of its
“Hawk-Eye” traffic enforcement
project, which do not comply
with required standards in West-
ern countries like the US and the
Netherlands.

(slobes has learned that most of
the cameras that the Israel Police
is using to monitor the country
as part of the "Hawk-Eye” project
are made in China, and in par-
ticular, manufactured by Dahua.
The police are also making use
of cameras from Chinese compa-
ny HikVision. These two compa-
nies have been removed from the
national infrastructures of several
Western countries in recent years.

Dahua and Hikvision were
blacklisted in 2021 by the US Fed-
eral Communications Commis-
sion (FCC) together with Huawei,
China Telecom and ZTE, as com-
panies endangering US national
security.

The US Congress also enacted
special legislation prohibiting
import and sale of the Chinese
companies’ products, including
the Dahua and Hikvision surveil-
lance cameras, by government
companies or any organization
that relies on a federal budget.

Amsterdam Municipality also
announced that within five years
it will replace nearly 1,300 city
cameras made in China that were
installed on its streets, due to fear
of espionage as well as suspicion
of complicity in the violation of
human rights in the communist
country. In addition, as far as is
known, due to US suspicions about
Chinese cameras, Israeli defense
companies, like Elbit Systems and
[srael Aerospace Industries, (IAI)
are also barred from using these
cameras.

Dahua and Hikvision were
founded in 2001 in Hangzhou,
200 kilometers south of Shanghai.
The two companies control the
global security cameras market -

——
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A CCTV CAMERA from Dahua Technology on show at the Security
China 2018 exhibition. (Thomas Peter/Reuters)

Hikvision has a 40% share and
Dahua 25%. Western companies
have most of the remaining 35%
market share. The Chinese gov-
ernment has a 39% stake in Hikvi-
sion and a 12% stake in Dahua.

Both companies have had sanc-
tions and bovcotts imposed by
a number of Western countries.
Against Dahua there are sanctions
in the US, Canada, Ukraine, Aus-
tralia and UK. Against Hikvision
there are sanctions and other
actions in the US, Canada, UK,
New Zealand, Australia, Ukraine,
South Korea, and India.

DESPITE COMCERNS about
espionage, the Israel Police chose
to cover the country’s roads with
Chinese-made cameras. It is a rel-
atively cheap commodity, with
high technological reliability,
and a “proof of feasibility” over
many years in China. According
to the regulations, the camer-
as are supposed to track license
plates only, but Adv. Gil Gan-Mor,
director of the Civil Rights Unit
of the Association of Civil Rights
in Israel (ACRI) says that the sys-
tem also stores a close-up image
of the vehicle in which the driver
and passenger can also be seen.
He adds that police are able to
cross-check data with other data-

bases such as the vehicle license
database, thus creating a connec-
tion between the vehicle and its
OWNEr.

The cameras deployed in Israel
do not yet have facial recogni-
tion capability, but according to
(an-Mor, the cabinet voted even
before the outbreak of the war
that it would also support bio-
metric identification, although
this legislation has not yet been
enacted. “A lot of information can
be extracted just from a photo
of a vehicle along a road,” says
Gan-Mor. “You can understand
whether the journey is abnormal
and what its destination is. If it is
a destination that will embarrass
the driver, it could be used against
them. Cameras located near sen-
sitive sites add a security aspect
to the problematic nature of the
camera system.”

ACRI contacted the Attor-
ney-General before petitioning
the Supreme Court to annul leg-
islation, allowing police to keep
all filmed content for two years
- even of innocent citizens. In
ACRI's opinion this is equivalent
to mobile tracking, and can be
done without a judicial order.
ACRI also claims that the use of
the system is for very broad pur-
poses, and is not limited to inves-

Israel Police deploying Chinese-made license
plate recognition cameras blacklisted by US

tigating serious crimes and locat-
ing criminals.

“The police are acting through
all the required means to ensure
data security and prevent leakage
of information™ the police said.

Hikvision maintained, “It seems
that those interviewed in the arti-
cle are biased and have interests
not related to the matter.

“There is no targeted security
problem with Hikvision cameras
and it has not been proven that
the level of cybersecurity with
other cameras is higher.

“Hikvision cameras are popular
worldwide, including in Western
countries and in Israel due to their
very high technological capabili-
ties and their safety and reliability,
and all at a fair price.

“Hikvision cameras meet the
recommendations and regula-
tions of Israel’s National Cyber
Directorate, which is the gov-
ernment body responsible for
data security and protecting the
national civilian cyber space of
the State of Israel. The National
Cyber Directorate has published
instructions to reduce data secu-
rity risks and Hikvision’s cameras
comply with them all.

“Hikvision cameras also meet
the most stringent international
standards including complying
with the U5 Federal data security
risks. FIBS 140 standard and labo-
ratory tests have determined that
Hikvision cameras are at a very
high security level.

“Accordingly, public and large
private bodies in Israel benefit
from secure and proper use of
Hikvision cameras after having
conducted their checks on the
product and decided that it is
secure to use in terms of cyberse-
curity. A few countries around the
world, which do not encourage
use of Hikvision cameras do so
out of political motivation or as a
result of the trade war with China
and with no connection to the
level of the product’s security.

No response was forthcoming
from Dahua. (Globes/TNS)
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Israel’s first rolling Hebrew news channel debuts

* By HANNAH BROWN

[t's understandable that
Israelis are addicted to watch-
ing news, and now there is
finally a 24/7 Israeli news chan-
nel in Hebrew - 124NEWS. It
went live on Sunday night with
its Hebrew-language news and
current affairs programming.

The channel opened with a
main evening news program,
hosted by Miri Michaeli, and
went head-to-head with the
established nightly news broad-
casts on Kan, Keshet, Reshet,
and Channel 14. The new

channel is part of the 1I2Z4NEWS
network that was established
in 2013 and has been broad-
casting news from [srael to the
whole world on three channels
and in three languages: English,
French and Arabic.

The channel is available to
HOT customers on the inter-
net and in the i24NEWS app
on Channel 15, on NEXT TV
on Channel 15, yes+ on Chan-
nel 15, STING+ on Channel
15, Partner TV on Channel
22, Cellcom TV on Channel
10, and FREE TV alongside the
[sraeli channels.

Sunday night's inaugural
broadcast was similar to the
news programs on the other
channels. It opened with cov-
erage of Hezbollah's attacks on
northern Israel and reactions of
Lebanese citizens to the fight-
ing; the soldiers who just fell in
the fighting in Gaza, the latest
attacks by the Houthis; an anal-
ysis of terrorism in the West
Bank; violence by police at
anti-government and pro-hos-
tage deal demonstrations on
Saturday night in Tel Aviv and
Jerusalem; demonstrations by
ultra-Orthodox in Jerusalem

against the new law that would
require them to serve in the
IDF; US President Joe Biden's
weak debate performance
against Donald Trump; and so
on. In short, it was a pretty slow
news day for Israel these days
and i24 covered it thoroughly,
with Lebanese experts speaking
about Lebanon and several cor-
respondents in the US.
Michaeli hosted one seg-
ment in which she interviewed
Ofri Bibas, the sister of Yarden
Bibas, one of the 120 hostag-
es still held by Hamas, who
was kidnapped along with his

wife, Shiri, and children, Kfir
and Ariel, on October 7 from
Kibbutz Nir Oz. Ofri has just
given birth and discovered she
was pregnant in mid-October.
Michaeli and Ofri discussed
the joy mixed with sadness and
how she has fought as hard as
she could for family’s release
during all these months, In
spite of her pregnancy.

The news was followed by a
program, The Israelis, with a
panel that featured a diverse
group: Eli Ohana, former soc-
cer star and former chairman
of Beitar Jerusalem; actor Yossi
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ISRAEL'S FIRST 24/7 news channel in Hebrew on the i24
network launched last night. (Courtesy)

Marshak; Eyal Waldman, the
hi-tech entrepreneur whose
daughter was murdered by
Hamas terrorists at the Nova

Festival; and former MK Orly
Levy-Abekasis. They were
joined by National Security
Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir.

ADVANCES

Contirnmued from Page 1

A number of the terrorists
killed were part of anti-tank
missile cells, which have
been one of Hamas's stron-
gest assets in ambushing IDF
troops.

Still, the army did not
enclose the entire area before
the attack so some terrorists
might have escaped.

The military added that it
had acquired a significant
amount of updated intelli-
gence about Hamas activi-
ties and strategy through the
operation but did not men-
tion anything specific about
new leads on hostages.

[DF sources were some-
what defensive about need-
ing to return to S0 many
parts of Gaza where they
had declared operational
control, but added that the
speed with which the mili-
tary could penetrate (in 40
minutes compared to weeks
in December) showed that
whatever version of Hamas
was trying to return, it was

exponentially weaker,
The rest of Gaza was much

calmer, in relative terms.

In the Rafah area, where
the fighting was most intense
from early May until mid-
June, troops of the 162nd
Division killed gunmen and
demolished tunnel shafts,
but in much smaller num-
bers.

One of the tunnels was
around 500 meters long.

On Saturday, the IDF tar-
geted and destroyed a mortar
launch site, and on Sunday,
it destroyed nine more rock-
et-firing sites.

In central Gaza, the mili-
tary carried out raids and
destroyed a tunnel shaft in
the area.

A soldier from the 890th
battalion of the Paratrooper
Brigade was critically injured
in a battle in the northern
(zaza Strip on Saturday, the
IDF stated on Sunday.

Earlier Sunday in the North,
the military carried out mul-
tiple rounds of airstrikes
against Hezbollah in different
parts of southern Lebanon.

The terrorist group fired
an anti-tank missile and
launched a drone into north-
ern Israel on 5Sunday. One
missile hit a house in Metulla
and a drone exploded in the
Golan.

“Following the sirens in
the area of Merom Golan in
northern Israel at 16:08, a
number of suspicious aerial
targets were identified cross-
ing from Lebanon into Israel
territory. An explosive UAV
was identified falling in the
area,” the IDF said.

“Again, near Beit Hillel at
16:25, a rocket was identified
falling into an open area in
northern Israel. No injuries
or damage were reported.”

Full information on dam-
age or casualties was not
available at press time.

The IDF has reportedly
responded with airstrikes
against Hezbollah follow-
ing the above attacks, which
would be its third round of
strikes on Sunday.

Jerusalem Post Staff contribut-
ed fo this report. .

RAFAH

Contirmed from Page 1

them, not for them.”

He spoke of the IDF's sei-
zure last month of the strate-
gic Philadelphi Corridor that
borders Gaza and Egypt, as
well as its efforts to close the
smuggling tunnels under-
neath.

“The result is [that] they

have nowhere to arm them-
selves, they have nowhere to
equip themselves, they have
no way to bring in reinforce-
ments, they have no way to
take care of their casualties,”
Gallant stated.

“Contrary to the stories
heard in the Hamas tunnels
and hotels in Qatar, Hamas
is worn out and unable to
recover, while we reach places
it never dreamed we would
reach. We will continue until
Hamas cannot rebuild its
power,” he stressed. .

UNITE

Contimuied fromm Page 1

similarly up to the 12th and
16th places. A similar repre-
sentation guarantee (25%)
will also apply to the new
party’s institutions.

This will apply for one elec-
tion only, after which the
new party will operate as one
unit.

Furthermore, Meretz’s
municipal factions, a sig-
nificant part of the party’s
grassroots strength, will be
incorporated into the new
party and will also become
representative factions of
the united party, along-
side Labor factions in local
authorities. According to the
agreement, these representa-
tion guarantees are one-time,
and each party will bear its
debts accordingly. Meretz has
a debt estimated at approxi-
mately NIS 16 million from
previous elections, which it
will continue to bear alone.

Meretz and Labor ran sep-
arately in the previous elec-
tion, after former Labor chair-
woman MK Merav Michae-
li refused a merger. Meretz
finished just below the elec-
toral threshold of 3.25% of
the general vote, and did not
make it into the current Knes-
set.

The merger, which
Golan set as his goal since
announcing his candidacy
to lead Labor, is a remark-
able moment in Israeli polit-
ical history and a watershed
moment for the Israeli Left.
[t indicates the end of Labor,
which is the continuation of
the Mapai Party that ruled
the country during its first 30
years. .

FAILED
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is not solved by giving guns
to first-response teams; the
weapons need to be collected
and the phenomenon needs
to be eliminated,” Smotrich
said. “It is Inside us and is
more dangerous than what
is outside of the border. A
concentrated effort Is nec-
essary here, not in talk and
announcements, but in
actions.”

The finance minister was
clearly directing his criticism
at National Security Min-
ister MK Itamar Ben-Gvir.
The two far-right politicians
ran in the last election as a
joint list, with Smotrich as
number one, but polls in
recent months have consis-
tently given Ben-Gvir nearly
10 seats, while Smotrich has
failed to reach the electoral
threshold of 3.25% of the
general vote, which usually
give a party four seats.

Ben-Gvir responded in a
statement soon after: “While
all of our children are unit-
ed at the front, we must be
united and not be pulled into
personal attacks. The finance
minister’s words have the Left
rubbing its hands together in
delight. Despite the attacks
from the Left and, unfortu-
nately, from partners, we will

continue with the first-re-
sponse project, distributing
weapons and worsening con-
ditions for terrorists in prison
at full force.”

During his tenure, Ben-Gvir
has led a policy of widespread
arms distribution, by relaxing
the restrictions on civilians to
purchase personal arms. He
warned after the October 7
Hamas massacre and ensuing
war that Israel’s Arab civil-
ians would join in the fight
against Israel, but this did not
happen. Smotrich also did
not provide backing or evi-
dence that this was a looming
threat. .

POWER
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longer cognitively [it for the
presidency.

The Right's relentless focus
over the last three years on
every Biden verbal stammer,
every trip going up a stair-
case, every blank gaze in the
wrong direction, every mis-
step — physical or oratorical
- was downplayed by Demo-
crats and Biden supporters as
inconsequential.

On Thursday night after the
debate, however, it was pre-
cisely Democrats and Biden
supporters — like Friedman
and the New York Times Edito-
rial Board - who were calling
on him not to run in Novem-
ber because age had caught
up with him.

Many elements of Thursday
night's debate were jarring:
Biden’s overall demeanor,
Trump's  fact-challenged
assertions, the lack of any
substantive content, the
['m-better-at-golf-than-you
exchange.

Equally staggering was the
rapidity with which the pun-
dits at CNN - which host-
ed the event - framed the
debate: characterizing it
within minutes as an unmit-
igated Biden disaster, holding
it up as Exhibit A on why the
president needs to step aside.

Viewers barely had time to
digest what they witnessed
— Biden's underwhelming
and at times confused per-
formance, and Trump’s bom-
bastic rhetoric and frequent
outlandish claims (such as
calling Biden a “Manchurian
candidate”™) - before CNN's
pundits had already reached
their verdict: Biden should
step aside. This rapid-fire
analysis left little room for
the audience to make up its
own mind.

Years hence, this will be
held up as a textbook case of
the ability of the media to
shape reality.

But Biden, at least as of Sun-
day, is not buying into it, not
accepting the media’s inter-
pretation of events, and not
making his decisions based
on them.

And in that, he is Bibi-es-
que.

Had Netanyvahu listened
to the media and punditry’s
interpretation of reality, he
would have called it quits
long ago, like when he was
formally indicted in 2019 on
criminal charges, or a few
months into the current war.

Biden, so far, has given no
indication that he intends to
heed the calls of the media
and the punditry, energeti-
cally telling a crowd in North
Carolina on Friday, one day
after the debate: “I know how
to do this job... | would not
be running again if 1 didn’t
believe with all my heart and
soul that I can do this job.
The stakes are too high, the
stakes are too high.”

The claim that the “stakes
are too high” is also one
Netanyahu uses to cling to

power. With a war raging in
(zaza and another one lurking
around the corner in Leba-
non, the stakes are too high to
change a leader at this time,
he, or his supporters, argue.
Only he can withstand world
and US pressure to push for a
Palestinian state at this time,
and therefore “the stakes are
too high” to replace him now.

Biden’s insistence that
he can do the world’s most
difficult job, though many
of his friends and support-
ers watching the debate on
Thursday now believe he is
no longer up to the task, is
also his way of saying that
no one else can perform the
job. Meaning, no one else can
beat Trump.

Close Biden ally and confi-
dant Delaware Senator Chris
Coons said as much on ABC’s
This Week on Sunday. Biden,
he said, is “the only Demo-
crat to have ever beaten Don-
ald Trump.”

Asked if he really thinks
that Biden is the only Dem-
ocrat who can beat Trump,
Coons replied: “I think he is
the only Democrat who can
beat Donald Trump.”

It doesn’t take much imagi-
nation to conjure up staunch
Netanyahu allies, such as
Transportation Minister Miri
Regev, saying that Netanyahu
is the only person who can
beat Hamas or stand up to
international pressure.

Both Netanyahu and Biden,
along with their supporters,
appear to believe that their
continued leadership is cru-
cial to averting catastrophe.
This stance reflects a strong
conviction in their own capa-
bilities and the perceived
risks of leadership change.

Another striking similarity
in the two men is a deter-
mination to stay the course
despite signs that this is not
what the public - even some
among their base - want to
see.

A Morning Consult poll
released to Axios on Friday
found after Biden's debate
that nearly 60% of the pub-
lic think the president should
definitely or probably be
replaced as the Democratic
nominee for president.

In Israel, a Channel 12 poll
on Friday found that some
two-thirds of Israelis believe
Netanyahu should leave
politics and not seek re-elec-
tion. Two weeks earlier, in an
Israel Hayom poll, some 60%
responded that they want to
see new elections, including
32% of Likud voters.

In other words, both Biden
and Netanyahu are [acing
public opinion that does not
want to see them continue.
Yet, continue they do.

Netanyahu is continuing
because he is not paying
attention to the pundits in
the television studios, the
columnists, the polls or the
tens of thousands of people
now on the streets every Sat-
urday night calling for new
elections.

He dismisses it as back-
ground noise, showing no
inclination whatsoever of
going to new elections or
throwing in the towel. The
pundits will prognosticate,
even colleagues within his
party may try to steer him
in a different direction, but
he seemingly has blinders on
and earplugs in and contin-
ues to plow ahead - deaf and
blind to it all.

The same, at this point,
is true of Biden. His clos-
est friends in the media are
calling for him to step aside,
as are leading voices in the
Democratic Party - though
anonymously. Yet he is not
listening.

Like Netanyahu, Biden is

convinced that he knows
best. Like Netanyahu, Biden
-who has been in politics for
over half a century - has a
history of holding his ground
and letting the background
noise wash over him until it
eventually disappears. And,
like Netanyahu, he thinks he
can do it this time as well. «

TUNNEL
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tunnel shafts in the Brazil,
Shvura, and NPK areas of
Rafah to the Post. All were
well-concealed and not
immediately obvious to the
naked eye.

We had to approach the
tunnel shafts from multiple
angles to pinpoint them -
and sources indicated that
extensive drone observation
is devoted to this issue.

[f finding cross-border tun-
nels starts deep inside Rafah,
and not just on the border
at the Philadelphi Corridor,
then the search for them is
far more complex than could
have been imagined.

The cross-border tunnel
dilemma would be a bit eas-
ier if the Egyptians were as
dedicated as the IDF to elim-
inating all of them, but IDF
sources indicate that they are
not.

Why aren’t they? Didn't
Egvpt’s current military gov-
ernment in 2013 ban the
Muslim Brotherhood, an
ideological parent of Hamas,
because it was considered a
threat to Egyptian stability
after it was narrowly elected
to power during the so-called
Arab Spring?

In fact, in 2015, Egypt
extensively flooded Hamas’s
cross-border tunnels
with sea-water or sewage,
destroyed hundreds of Rafah
homes (on the Egyptian side)
to remove other tunnels, and
in 2019 said that a major
military operation destroyed
another 37 cross-border tun-
nels.

The IDF has not disputed
that Cairo has taken these
actions. So how is it that
Hamas in 2024 still has so
many tunnels?

In fairness to the Egyptians,
they, like Israel, may have
underestimated Hamas's
capacity to rebuild them.

Neutralized does not mean
completely destroved, and
even once destroved, does
not mean forever destroyed.
And destroved does not
mean new tunnels will not
immediately replace the old
ones.

A regular message from
top IDF officials during this
war has been that while they
had tremendous intelligence
about a vast Hamas tunnel
network, they still had no
concept of how much big-
ger, advanced, and longer
the tunnels were than their
estimates.

If the military, which sees
Hamas as a serious threat,
underestimated the terror
group and did not get to any-
where near all of the tunnels
even after wars with Hamas
in 2008-9, 2012, 2014, and
2021, then why expect better
results from Egypt?

Those who closely followed
the 2012 war with Hamas
might recall the IDF's proud
announcement that it had
destroyed Hamas’s “metro”
- its most important tunnel
network.

The current war made it
clear that the IDF's 11-day
operation against Hamas in
2021, was a mere pinprick
against the terror group’s
tunnel capacity.

All of this is the generous
explanation regarding Egypt.

The less generous explana-
tion is that politics shifted
for Egypt between 2015/19
and 2023/24.

2015 and even 2019 were
closer in time to when
Hamas helped the Egyptian
Muslim Brotherhood against
the Egyptian military, and
Cairo’s main thought about
Hamas was probably still
to smash it and any assets,
including tunnels, that it
had in Egypt.

But at some later point, the
politics may have changed.

Most of the world started to
see Hamas as a fait accompli
that would rule Gaza forever
and would need to be recog-
nized in some way. Just as
[srael felt Hamas had been
“deterred,” Egypt's military
regime itself eventually likely
started to feel more secure.

Maybe at some point,
Egypt's military regime
reached an understanding
with Hamas that as long
as Cairo preserved certain
interests and influence
over (Gaza's rulers, the mil-
itary would look the other
way over certain cross-bor-
der underground smuggling
issues that only impacted
[srael negatively.

There is no question that
the quantity of criminal
smuggling has spiked in
recent vears, and Egypt was
doing little to assist Israel in
breaking the trend.

If that is true, then Cairo
was probably also doing
less to crack down on terror
smuggling by Hamas.

The Post saw Egypt’s exten-
sive network of watchtowers
on the Philadelphi Corridor
and, while quite useful for
spotting any potential above-
land invasion, they are near-
ly useless to combat under-
ground smuggling where
the point of origin is deep
in Rafah.

IDF sources told the Post
that the Egyptians have been
embarrassed when confront-
ed with the large number
of cross-border tunnels that
it has shown them, which
Cairo had said no longer
existed.

But was it embarrassment
in the sense of shock that
Hamas had outwitted them?
Or was it embarrassment
that they understood that
the IDF understood that they
had decided to look the other
way!

Either way, defense sources
have indicated that it is not
at all clear that Egypt is even
eliminating all of the exten-
sions of tunnels that are on
its side of the border.

This means that even if
Israel eliminates many kilo-
meters of tunnels going from
Rafah-Gaza up until the
Egyptian border, the contin-
uation of those tunnels may
remain neither destroyed,
nor even neutralized - par-
tially caved in.

This would make it that
much easier for Hamas to
reestablish those tunnels if
(more likely when) the IDF
gives up complete or partial
control of the Gaza side of
the Philadelphi Corridor or
even once it starts to reduce
its standing troop presence
in Rafah.

With all of that better
understood, there is actu-
ally wvery little mystery to
the Egypt-Gaza cross-bor-
der problem. Absent several
months if not years to con-
tinue to destroy the tunnels,
a jump in cooperation from
Egypt, and some way to per-
manently prevent Hamas
from re-digging everything
that is destroyed, there
should be no expectation
that Hamas's rearmament
oxygen will be cut off - it

will not.
Rather, the questions

remain; how long will it take
Hamas to reconstitute the
tunnels to start smuggling
significant quantities of
weapons? And will the IDF or
a third party start handling
aspects of Gaza security and
try to interdict those weap-
ons at some point within
Gaza - or will Hamas rebuild

unchallenged? .

ENEMY
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Many were living off of social
benefits because they had
no work, and the rest were
employed by food delivery
companies. It didn't feel like
a city in France anymore, but
a foreign country - and it was
not relegated just to his area.

“France has changed so
much in the last 10 years,”
said David. “The French are
not having children.”

The Paris resident traveled
around France [or work,
and has seen many Mus-
lim-dominated towns devoid
of any native French citi-
zens. Despite being a heavily
secular country, such areas
had become decorated with
Islamic religious trappings.

There has been a startling
rise in Islamic terrorism in
France in recent years, and in
the wake of Hamas's October
7 massacre, there has been
a massive spike in antisem-
itism. David described how
many people aren’t optimis-
tic about the future of the
Jews in the country, and
many of the youth are con-
sidering immigration to Isra-
el.

Seeking solutions, David
explained how the polit-
ical blocs left them with
few options. He said that
French President Emman-
uel Macron’s centrist party
didn't do anything over
the years. While the Center
offered no solution, the Left
was now inhospitable.

“I am a leftist, usually I
vote for the Left,” David said.
“I'm the most leftist of all my
friends.”

The Left had hitched
itself to Pro-Palestinian and
anti-Israel sentiment since
October 7, with some leftist
leaders “talking just about
Palestinians.” The European
Parliamentary election earli-
er in June even had a French
“Free Palestine party,” David
said, showing a leaflet. Left-
wing politicians appeal to
French Arabs, he said, warn-
ing them that if the Right
rose to power, it would return
them all to Tunisia or Algeria.

“ldon’t know Jews who are
voting for the leftists,” said
David. “Most of the Jews |
know are voting for |Recon-
quéte leader Eric] Zemmour
or [National Rally President]
Jordan Bardella.”

David had wanted to vote
for Zemmour, but Recon-
quéte didn't have a candidate
in his riding.

“The French don't deserve
a man like Zemmour,” said
David, describing the leader
of Algerian Jewish extraction
as an intelligent man who
has a passionate love for
French culture and society.
Zemmour had long warned
about how increasing immi-
gration could change the
character of the republic’s
culture.

Moving from the Left
to the Right is a dramatic
change for some French Jews,
who David said have been
left with a difficult choice.
But difficult or not, based on
what David said, his friends
have made the choice all the
same. .
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England snatch victory from jaws of defeat

Germany weather storm to beat Denmark and reach quarters * Swiss sta

:

GELSENKIRCHEN (Reuters) - England
came back from the brink of elimina-
tion to secure a 2-1 win over Slovakia
in their Euro 2024 round-of-16 clash
on Sunday after a last-gasp bicycle kick
by Jude Bellingham took the match to
extra time, with Harry Kane heading
the winner.

England were unable to get a foot-
hold against a Slovakia team who were
aggressive from the start and pressed
their opponents relentlessly, taking the
lead with an Ivan Schranz strike from a
counter attack in the 25th minute.

Declan Rice hit the post from long
range as England desperately sought
an equalizer, but it wasn’t until five
minutes into added time that Belling-
ham found the net, with his side’s first
shot on target in the game, before Kane
headed home in the first minute of
extra time.

England will face Switzerland in the
quarterfinals after they knocked-out
defending champions Italy with a 2-0
win on Saturday.

On Saturday, Kai Havertz and Jamal
Musiala’s second-half goals sent Germa-
ny into the quarterfinals with a 2-0 win
over Denmark after their last-16 clash
was delayved by thunderstorm.

The game was suspended for 20 min-
utes in the first half due to the weather
before Danish defender Joachim Ander-
sen went from hero to zero when his
close-range finish was disallowed for
offside and he conceded a penalty con-
verted by Havertz in the 53rd minute.

Nico Schlotterbeck earlier had a goal
ruled out for a foul in the build-up as
Germany started strongly in front of
an expectant crowd, but Denmark grew

ENGLAND TEAMMATES Harry Kane (left) and Jude Bellingham (right) rescued their side from
Euro elimination last night, with goals in the 95th minute and then in the first minute of
extra time to help steal a 2-1 victory over Slovakia in their last-16 clash. (Kai Pfaffenbach/Reuters)

into the game and went close either side
of halftime.

The hosts established an unassailable
lead in the 68th minute, however, when
Musiala ran on to a ball over the top
and curled home his third goal of the
tournament to put Germany into the
last-eight, where they will face Spain or
(Georgia.

Musiala equaled Georgia's Georges
Mikautadze as Euro 2024 top-scorer with
three goals, as Germany recorded their
first major tournament knockout win for
eight years after being eliminated in the
group stage at the last two World Cups
and in the Euro 2020 last-16.

Denmark thought they had taken the
lead when Andersen fired in a lose ball
inside the box after a free Kick, but the
effort was ruled out by the VAE.

Three minutes later, VAR intervened
again to flag to the referee a handball
inside the box by Andersen, who acci-
dentally touched David Baum’s cross
with his right hand.

Havertz scored with a tidy finish as
the stadium exploded in joy and, with
Denmark chasing an equaliser, they
were often exposed to counter-attacks
and Havertz and Leroy Sane missed
good close-range chances.

Musiala did not waste his opportuni-
ty, however, as he burst on to a long pass
and placed a calm finish past Schme-
ichel to secure Germany’s place in the
quarterfinals.

“It feels really good,” Germany
defender and player of the match Anto-
nio Rudiger told German television sta-
tion ZDF.

“I think everybody who watched the
match will be of the opinion that we
were dominant from the start. The only
criticism you can have is that we missed
too many chances.”

Also Saturday, Italy rang the changes
for their round-of-16 game, but it was
the settled and confident Switzerland
side who came out deservedly on top to
knock the defending champions out of
Euro 2024, proving as reliable as a Swiss
watch this tournament.

Swiss coach Murat Yakin made only
one change from the starting team
which almost outfoxed Germany in
their previous game before a late equal-
iser denied them top spot in the group,
and even that change was unavoidable
with Silvan Widmer suspended.

Ruben Vargas came in and, with the
Swiss already 1-0 up, struck a beautiful
shot into the top corner with less than

bility too much for Italy

| 'KNOCKOUT GLANCE

Round of 16
Saturday
Switzerland 2, taly O
Germany 2, Denmark 0

Sunday
England 2, Slovakia 1 (AET)

Spain vs Georgia (late)
Monday
France vs Belgium (7 p.m.)
Portugal vs Slovenia (10 p.m.)

Tuesday
Romania vs Netherlands (7 p.m.)
Austria vs Turkey (10 p.m.)

Games on TV on Channel 11 and Sport 1

30 seconds gone after the break. It was
no more than they deserved having
completely outplayed the Italians in
the first half.

The Italians lacked any composure
with so many passes going amiss, and
after multiple changes to their start-
ing lineup they failed to gel and were
without a single shot on target in the
opening half. Remo Freuler’s goal for
the Swiss before the break did nothing
to wake them from their slumber.

[t was Vargas who put the cross in
for Freuler's goal, his recall by Yakin
proving invaluable, and the minimum
tinkering which the manager has kept
to throughout this tournament paid
off again.

The Swiss had not beaten Italy since
1993, but they were confident they
could finally get one over on their
neighbors having drawn twice in the
last World Cup qualifying group, with
the Swiss reaching the finals, and the
Italians failing again.

“Pace and freshness always makes the
difference, | changed the plavers by let-
ting them recover and maybe at the
moment here we are not able to do
more than this,” Spalletti said.

Switzerland also made the quarterfi-
nals in Euro 2020, and only went out
on penalties to Spain, having lost 3-0 to
Italy in the group stage.

They now await England, who will
not look forward to taking on Yakin's
settled team, unbeaten in Germany and
full of confidence. This win will con-
vince the Swiss they can reach the semi
finals of a major tournament for the
first time.

Mac TA hires Lazetic as coach

= By JOSHUA HALICKMAN

Maccabi Tel Aviv appointed
Serbian Zarko Lazetic as the
club’s new head coach after
he had been in charge of TSC
Backa Topola for the past three
seasons. Lazetic will succeed
Robbie Keane as the yellow-
and-blue bench boss after an
agreement was reached with
Serbian outfit, which finished
this past season in third place
in the domestic league behind
powerhouses Red Star Bel-
grade and Partizan Belgrade.

The 42-year-old was named
Manager of the Season by his
peers and club captains after
having guided his squad to the
Europa League group stages
last season, where he faced the
likes of West Ham, Freiburg
and Olympiacos. Lazetic
becomes Maccabi’s fourth Ser-
bian head coach after Slavisa
Jokanovic, Vladimir Ivic and
Miladen Krstajic.

Lazetic joined TS5C in
November 2021 from newly
promoted side FC Metalac, a
club he guided to eighth place,
while a year after his appoint-
ment the club finished the
2022{23 season in second
place.

Lazetic spent most of his
playing career in Serbia as a for-
ward with Partizan Belgrade,
where he won the League and
Cup double (2007/08), Vojvo-
dina and Bezanija, with short
spells in Greece and Indone-
sia. In 2011, he came to Israel
for a trial at Hapoel Acre and
almost landed a spot with the
port city club but came up just
short.

He retired in 2013 and began
his coaching career, climbing
up the ranks at Partizan where
he held various coaching posi-
tions - including first-team
Assistant Coach, U17’s, U18's
and Ul9's Coach, first-team
caretaker and Head Coach of
Partizan’s reserve team, Tele-
optik. He switched to Meta-
lac Gornij Milanovac in 2020

ZARKO LAZETIC
(Maccabi Tel Aviv/Courtesy)

before attracting the attention
of T5C, where he spent the
past two-and-a-half vears.

Maccabi's owner, Mitch
Goldhar said: “I am pleased to
welcome Zarko and his team
to Maccabi Tel Aviv. During
the process | was impressed
by Zarko's resilient character
and clear methodology which
has, no doubt, contributed to
consistent coaching achieve-
ments. He understood the
task involved at Maccabi and
is ready to work hard towards
moving the club forward and
achieving results. Please join
me in welcoming Zarko along
with the rest of the coach-
ing staff and in wishing him
much success.”

Lazetic added: “I am excited
to join such a great club as
Maccabi and looking forward
to work hard in order to make
this campaign as successful as

possible.”
Lazetic will be joined by
assistant coaches Drazen

Bolic, Mutavdzic Dobrivoje
who both worked with him
at TSC as well as Bojan Leon-
tijevic.

Professionally, Lezetic is a
coach who knows how to get
the most out of his team and
his squad was able to compete
with the likes of both Red Star
and Partizan. While Macca-
bi's new bench boss usually
plays a 4-3-3 formation, he has
shown the flexibility and the
ability to switch to a forma-
tion of three central defenders
if necessary.

On numerous occasions, the
local media in Serbia declared
that Lazetic’s brand of soccer is
the best in the country due to
it being high pressure, attack-
ing and with terrific quality. It
was, plain and simply, fun to
watch his team play.

During the past season, he
met Israeli coach Barak Bachar,
who had been in charge of Red
Star, in a game that ended in a
1-1 draw and at the end of the

COMMENTARY
» By LUCA EVANS

oy

contest he asked the Israeli tac-
tician how he and his family
and friends were doing follow-
ing the events of October 7.

Many in Serbia have been
impressed with his loyalty as
well as his ability to get the
most out of his players while
also looking to push his own
limits to be the best in the
business. It has been said that
he spent many a night at the
club’s headquarters and ended
up sleeping in the youth
department due to his dedica-
tion to the task at hand.

There is no question that
Lazetic is the best up-and-com-
ing Serbian coach and many
believe that he has a bright
future ahead of him and Mac-
cabl may serve as a spring-
board for him on the way to
bigger and better leagues.

With a chance to secure a
place in the Champions
League, the opportunity to
join Maccabi Tel Aviv was a
no-brainer for Lazetic as the
yellow-and-blue will look to
turn the trick for the first time
since 2015. Many of the yel-
low-and-blue bench bosses
have moved to bigger clubs
after succeeding with Maccabi,
whether it was Oscar Garcia,
Peter Bosz, Slavisa Jokanovic
and Paulo Sousa, to name a
few, and this will no doubt be
what Lazetic will be aiming for.

But for Maccabi fans, defend-
ing the league title along with
playing in the group stages
of one of the UEFA competi-
tions as well as the Israel State
Cup will be the goals. Should
Lazetic earn favor in the fans
eyes, then the sky’s the limit
for the new sheriff in town.

three or four years ago, his body still in

mint condition despite the mileage, his
son a few years away from a future that
seemed impossible to create.

Bronny James was just getting his bearings
at Sierra Canyon High back then. But he was
beginning to turn heads in front of sold-out
nationwide crowds, and holding his own in
the rotation of a nationally renowned pro-
gram ripe with NBA prospects. And sudden-
ly, it seemed possible James’s NBA timeline,
then in his mid-30s, could intersect with his
son’s after Bronny played a year or two of
college basketball, James’s longtime friend
Romeo Travis recalled.

“| think that was the time he started to real-
ize, like, “This could become a reality,” said
Travis, a former member of the St Vincent-St
Mary “Fab Five"” in Akron, Ohio.

James, fellow childhood friend Dru Joyce lll
emphasized, is a sports historian. And he has
long remembered the moment, Joyce lll said,
when Ken Griffey Sr. and Ken Griffey |r. trot-
ted out to the outfield together as Seattle
Mariners in 1990, the first father-son duo to
hit in the same MLB lineup.

Over time, that opportunity has trans-
formed from oft-dismissed fantasy into a
sheer inevitability, Bronny tied to the Lakers at
nearly every step of his pre-draft process after
he declared in April. On Thursday afternoon,
the young James was officially taken with the
55th pick in the NBA draft, a move that could
ensure perhaps the greatest player of all time
will take the floor with his son in a feat unlike
anything seen before in basketball history.

“For him to be able to even change his
whole family’s dynamic — the whole dynam-
ic of his family, the trajectory of the James
name for generations to come —is some-
thing simply amazing,” Travis said.

It's a final, shining piece in James’s legacy, a
kid from Akron, Ohio, growing up with no
father figure who has grown into a model
father himself, laying a future for his children
in the league he’s forever molded.

In four years at Sierra Canyon, Bronny's
potential was most often debated under a
taxic storm of discourse around his status as
James’s son. In a trying year at USC, his

The idea materialized for LeBron James

LeBron’s father-son dream is fulfilled, but
the shadow looms large on Bronny James

WNBA

LEBROMN JAMES and his son Bronny have officially become teammates with the Los Angeles
Lakers, marking a historic moment in NBA history. (Mark |. Rebilas/USA Today Sports)

potential was most often debated under a
toxic storm of discourse around basketball
nepotism and James’s next contract.

“My dream has always just been to, put
my name out, make a name for myself, and
of course, get to the NBA,"” James told report-
ers at the NBA combine in May, the longest
media session of his young life.

He’s arrived. But his name won't be his
own, shared across a purple-and-gold jersey
as the world picks him apart and lauds his
senior, because this is how it’s always been
for Bronny James.

For years, those close to Bronny have said
he simply wants to pave his own path. There
was never a chance for that at USC. He suf-
fered a shocking cardiac arrest last summer,
making a miraculous retumn to basketball
within months. Within months, the world
had forgotten, moving on to evaluations of
his draft stock as a bargaining chip for an
MBA team to sign his father. The promise of
joining James hung over Bronny's every
move, a Beats commercial from October nar-
rated by mother Savannah making abun-
dantly clear his father’s intentions.

“Tell them you're not done until you play
with your son,” Savannah’s voice echoed.

Initially, James’s decision to push full speed
ahead in the draft was met with widespread
skepticism, given his freshman year results at
USC. He shot 37% from the field and 27%
from 3-point range, and even more concern-
ing than the percentages was James’s sheer

passivity at times, frequently passing up

open looks or driving lanes to swing the ball.
From February 17 until March 7, a five-game
span, he took a total of one 3-point shot.

James, though, put together a strong per-

formance at the combine in May, showcasing
an improved stroke and some off-the-dribble
savvy during scrimmages. His IQ and defen-
sive instincts were widely praised in the pre-
draft process, and Dallas Mavericks assistant
coach |ared Dudley praised his ability to stay in
front and avoid picks on pick-and-rolls.

“That’s a skill level that you see guys like

Davion Mitchell from Sacramento, guys like
Jrue Holiday, guys like Marcus Smart, that it's
hard to screen those guys... Bronny could be
in that category, with work and time,” Dud-
ley told the Southern California News Group.

The question that's followed him for

months, of course — for his entire life, really —
is whether Bronny would be in this position if
not for his father. Some, like Dudley, say yes,
pointing to his potential as a prospect. The
majority of the world says no, engaged in a
cultural debate over the merits of nepotism.

None of it matters, anymore. It's all out of

Bronny's hands, now. His fate has been
sealed, this dream that might or might not
be his set in stone, his story impossible to
unravel from his fathers.

“Now that we’re here, eventually, it's going

to come to a point where the rubber has to
meet the road.” Travis said.

“Where, if you are as good as you say you

are, you're going to have to play.”

(Orange County Register/TNS)
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Settlements
as a weapon?

It’s become as predictable as it is counterproduc-

tive. Whenever the Israeli government perceives a

move by an international body that will inch closer
to the legitimization and recognition of the trappings of
Palestinian statehood, it punishes the Palestinians.

The latest decisions, taken by the security cabinet late
Thursday night and published only by Finance Minister
Bezalel Smotrich, were in response to five countries’
announcements over the last month that they were uni-
laterally recognizing Palestine as a state.

Israel’s answer to Spain, Ireland, Norway, Armenia and
Slovenia? Authorizing five outposts as official settlements
— Evyatar, Givat Assal, Sde Efraim, Heletz and Adorayim,
one for each country’s recognition of Palestine.

In addition, the cabinet approved canceling exit per-
mits for Palestinian Authority officials to leave the coun-
try and increased enforcement against illegal Palestinian
buildings in Area C of the West Bank, which is under
total Israeli control. The cabinet rescinded authorization
given to the PA nearly three decades ago for control of
nature reserves in Area B of the West Bank, jointly con-
trolled militarily by Israel and civilly by the PA.

“After weeks of discussions, the Israeli government
promoted an appropriate response to the anti-Israeli
measures led by the Palestinian Authority,” Smotrich
said In a statement, referring to the PA’s activity against
Israel at the International Court of Justice, the Interna-
tional Criminal Court, and the United Nations.

Claiming that the PA had “joined Hamas in trying to
harm Israel in Israel and the world, and we will fight it,”
Smotrich added: “For those who needed proof, we got it
on October 7. A Palestinian state in the heart of Israel is
an existential danger; I will not allow such a disaster to be
brought upon the State of Israel.”

Israel Ganz, who heads both the Yesha Council and
the Binyamin Regional Council, welcomed the move,
saying, “Judea and Samaria are crucial for the security
of central Israel, and strengthening them reinforces Tel
Aviv, Kfar 5aba, Modi'in, and Jerusalem.

“Especially in these difficult days, when we are at war
for our home, strengthening the communities in the
land of our ancestors is the proper Zionist response to
the countries that are trying to promote a stranglehold
on Israel by establishing a Palestinian state in the heart of
the land over the heads of our children,” Ganz explained.

Naturally, the EU condemned the moves “in the stron-
gest terms possible.”

Be that as it may, and whether one supports the move
or not, the issue that arises following last week’s cabinet
decision - and any time the government responds to
Palestinian statehood moves by announcing new settle-
ments and more sanctions against the PA as it has done
in the past - is the timing,

It’s impossible to ignore the subtext here that Israel is
retaliating to a deliberately detrimental move being com-
mitted against it by implementing its own intention-
ally detrimental move - a case of tit-for-tat schoolyard
brinkmanship. You do something bad; we're going to
do something worse. Using the threat of settlements as
a “punishment” feeds directly into the narrative that an
Israeli presence on the West Bank is an obstacle to a peace
agreement and is inherently counterproductive.

Instead of utilizing settlements as a stick-out-vour-
tongue “oh yeah?” weapon, Israel needs to finally reach
a consensus and set a policy regarding the territories.
Suppose it's government policy that no parts of Judea
and Samaria will ever be given up to make way for
a Palestinian state. In that case, there’s no reason for
cabinet declarations like last week’s. Israelis should be
encouraged to move to settlements, and there should be
a massive building drive.

At the same time, if the policy, even after October 7,
leaves room for a future accommodation with the Pal-
estinians that would cede areas in Judea and Samaria
and consolidate some settlements, then there’s also no
reason for last week’s cabinet declaration, which would
make that already unlikely reality even more distant.

The punishment of more settlements as a reaction to
regional events must be taken off the table. It should be
policy, not a knee-jerk reaction, that drives the govern-
ment’s decisions. It’s time to decide.

« By NEVILLE TELLER

ver since October 7, Hezbollah,
Eegg&d on by Iran, has been esca-

lating its cross-border clashes
with Israel, while its leader Hassan
Nasrallah has been stepping up his
blood-curdling rhetoric, predicting
Armageddon if Israel were to launch
an all-out war,

Yet the truth is that Iran-Hezbollah
would like nothing better. They have
sound strategic reasons for not initi-
ating formal armed conflict. So their
tactic has been to ramp up the provo-
cation, daring Israel to strike back and
trigger war.

Iran learned a lesson from its abor-
tive attempt at overwhelming Israel’s
defenses on April 13. In its first-ever
direct aerial assault, it sent some 170
drones, over 30 cruise missiles, and
more than 120 ballistic missiles 1,000
km. toward Israel. The Iranian lead-
ership no doubt expected a massive
military and propaganda triumph.

The operation was a miserable fail-
ure. To supplement Israel’s Iron Dome
defense, America and Britain sent jet
fighters to help shoot down the mis-
siles. Jordan refused to allow Iran to
use its air space for the operation,
while several Gulf states, among them
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates, passed on intelligence about
[ran’s plans.

As a result, about 99% of the aerial
armada never reached Israel, and Iran
learned that not only the West, but
much of the Middle East disliked and
distrusted it.

Fearing wholesale lack of support il
any formal Hezbollah-Israel conflict
were seen as Iran-instigated, Iran-Hez-
bollah has, in the words of the English

poet, Alexander Pope, been “willing to
wound and yet afraid to strike.”

ON JUNE 18 the IDF announced
that a plan for an offensive to push
Hezbollah further back from the bor-
der had been approved, but that a dip-
lomatic solution was still the preferred
option. The next day Nasrallah gave
a televised address lasting more than
an hour.

In previous wars with Israel, he said,
Hezbollah had only hoped to be able
to strike Israel’s Meron air base. Now,
he claimed, the whole of Israel was
within its range.

“And it won't be random bombard-
ment,” he threatened. “Every drone
will have a target. Every missile will
have a target.”

Boasting that Hezbollah had a large
stockpile of drones, a “surplus of fight-
ers” and unspecified “new weapons”

The Iran-Hezbollah game plan

HEZBOLLAH DEPUTY leader Sheikh Naim Qassem (right) and Iran’s Ambassador
to Lebanon Mojtaba Amani attend a memorial service for Taleb Abdallah, a
Hezbollah senior commander killed in an Israeli strike in Lebanon, last month.
{Mohamed Azakir/Reuters)

that would be unveiled in due course,
he said Hezbollah was manufacturing
military weaponry in Lebanon and,
despite Israel’s attacks on weapon-car-
rying convoys in Syria, had continued
Lo receive weapons from Iran.

This, at least, was confirmed by the
UK's Daily Telegraph which, on June
23, reported that weapons are being
flown from Iran into Lebanon and
stored at Beirut's main airport. The
Telegraph based its report on whis-
tleblowers at the airport who claim
to have observed a marked increase
in the arrival of weapons and also
the presence of more Hezbollah com-
manders on the ground. The whis-
tleblowers claim the operation has
been escalating since the intensifica-
tion of cross-border conflict between
Hezbollah and Israel post-October 7.

The report claimed that currently,
the cache of stored weapons includes
[ranian-made Falaq unguided artillery
rockets, Fateh-110 short-range mis-
siles, road-mobile ballistic missiles,
and M-600 missiles with ranges of
240 to 320 km. Also at the airport, it is
claimed that there are AT-14 Kornets,
laser-guided anti-tank guided missiles
(ATGM), huge quantities of Burkan
short-range ballistic missiles, and
explosive RDX, a toxic white powder
also known as cyclonite or hexogen.

The allegations will raise fears with-

in Lebanon that, in the event of war,
the Rafic Hariri airport, just four miles
from the city center, could become a
major military target.

Staff at the airport claim that Waliq
Safa, Hezbollah's second in command
and the head of its security apparatus,
has become a notoriously conspicu-
ous figure at the airport.

“Wafiq Safa is always showing up at
customs,” one whistleblower claimed.
Workers collaborating with Hezbol-
lah, he said, “walk around like pea-
cocks” with new watches and smart-
phones, and drive new cars. “A lot of
money [is| being passed under the
table.”

(rhassan Hasbani, the former deputy
prime minister and an MP for the Leb-
anese Forces party, said Hezbollah's
control of the airport has long been a
concern for Lebanon, and more so if it
becomes a potential military target in
a conflict with Israel.

“Weapons being transported from
Iran to Hezbollah across border entry
points, endangers both the Lebanese
population and the non-Lebanese
traveling through and living in the
country,” he said.

Taking action, he said, is all but
impossible without international
intervention to implement relevant
UN resolutions. “The entrenchment
of Hezbollah is everywhere, not only

in the airport but in the port, the judi-
ciary; it’s across society. The public
administration now is largely hijacked
by Hezbollah.”

Ali Hamieh, Lebanon’s transporta-
tion minister, said the allegations were
“ridiculous” and invited journalists
and ambassadors to visit the airport.
Hamieh, who was nominated to the
government by Hezbollah, in fact,
exemplifies the straits to which the
once-independent sovereign state of
Lebanon has been reduced. Hezbollah
has acquired an iron grip on the levers
of power and, in the process, reduced
the nation to penury and political
deadlock.

LEBANON HAS been without a pres-
ident since October 2022, with every
possible nominee blocked by Hezbol-
lah and its political allies. Moreover,
compounded by widespread govern-
ment corruption, the country is expe-
riencing the worst financial crisis in
its history.

After Prime Minister Najib Mikati
announced in March 2020 that Leb-
anon would default on its Eurobond
debt, the Lebanese currency began to
plummet, leading to hyperinflation.
In April 2023, Lebanese inflation hit
a high of almost 270%. It has taken a
year to bring the level down to around
52%, which still means unsustainable
price increases for ordinary citizens,
many of whom have become virtual
paupers.

A Turther destabilizing factor is the
huge refugee burden imposed on the
country by the civil conflict in Syria.
Lebanon maintains one of the largest
refugee populations per capita in the
world - more than 1.5 million, many
of them Syrian.

Yet Lebanon, overwhelmed with
domestic problems, is faced with
the prospect of being dragged into
Iran-Hezbollah's ideological conflict
with Israel, and potentially suffering
bombardment, destruction, casual-
ties, and deaths.

The people of Lebanon resented
their sons being recruited by Hezbol-
lah and sent to Syria to support its
president, Bashar Assad, in his fight
against his democratic opponents.
How much more would they oppose
a call by Nasrallah to take up arms
against Israel? This is why Nasrallah
refrains from taking the decisive step,
and would much prefer to point to
Israel as the instigator of the contflict.

The writer is the Middle East correspon-
dent for Eurasia Review. His latest book
is Trump and the Holy Land: 2016-
2020. Follow him at www.a-mid-east-
journal.blogspot.com.

Our community is under attack

We collectively need to fight back

« By NOAH FARKAS

et's call what occurred
Lin Los Angeles last Sun-

day, in the heart of the
Jewish community, exact-
ly what it was: an antisemitic
attack. Those who targeted the
most densely populated Jew-
ish neighborhood on the West
Coast came well-organized, in
similar dress and armed. They
had a coordinated plan to
intimidate, harass, impede, and
ultimately assault Jews.

As a leader of Jewish Los
Angeles, the second-largest
Jewish population in the world
outside of Israel, I have seen
the abhorrent rise in antisem-
itism that is predictably head-

THE WRITER addresses a news conference last Monday, the day after the attack, as Los Angeles
Mayor Karen Bass (front row, second from right) looks on. (Jewish Federation Los Angeles)

to enforce federal anti-masking
laws, created to combat the Ku
Klux Klan, against this genera-
tion’s hateful mobs, as Mayor
Bass and others have promised.
The KKK used hoods and masks
to commit acts of intimidation
and violence in anonymity.
Anti-Jewish entities employ
similar tactics today.

We also call upon the gov-
ernment to establish safe zones
around houses of worship,
schools, and other cultural and
religious centers to allow us to
pray and assemble peacefully.

We call upon law enforce-
ment to stop antisemitic vio-
lence at its inception and to
proactively create a plan to
ensure that protests do not
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ing towards catastrophe. Two
years ago, when Kanye West,
aka Ye, came after the Jew-
ish community, [ said, “Hate
speech leads to hate crimes.”
And here we are — again. These
anti-Israel protests that ostensi-
bly seek to advocate for the Pal-
estinian cause have devolved
into antisemitism, violence,
and hate. This past year, we
have witnessed the harassment
of Jews on college campuses,
shootings deliberately target-
ing members of the Orthodox
community, and the murder of
Paul Kessler.

Enough is enough. The time
is now for our city and our
country to decide whether they
will take the security of the Jew-
ish people seriously. The time
is now to show the world that
the harassment, intimidation,
and physical attacks against our

Jewish community cannot be
tolerated or normalized. Jews,
like everyone else, have the
right to live, pray, and gather
in peace. Let’s be clear: Holding
all Jews accountable for the cur-
rent war in GGaza is antisemitic.

| am grateful for the strong
support of elected local, state,
and federal officials, as well as
our law enforcement partners.
However, we are acutely aware
of the slowly growing distrust
of government institutions
meant to keep our community
safe. Efforts to defund police
and the unwillingness to apply
prosecutorial pressure on those
who flout the law have left
many within the Jewish com-
munity feeling desperately vul-
nerable, disoriented, and alone.

The solution is collective
action.

Over the last two years, the

Jewish Federation Los Angeles
has retooled our work to col-
laboratively fight antisemitism.
This means coordinating with
our Jewish partner organiza-
tions; working closely with law
enforcement on security mat-
ters; teaching our civic, inter-
faith, and educational partners
about the challenges Jews are
facing; and leading legislative
efforts to address the current
climate.

We have engaged univer-
sity administrators to protect
our Jewish students. Last year,
we created the Jewish Security
Alliance - in partnership with
other Southern California Fed-
erations, ADL Los Angeles, and
the Community Security Ser-
vice - to strengthen our work
with law enforcement. We
partnered with the Jewish Pub-
lic Affairs Committee of Cali-

fornia to help Governor Gavin
Newsom'’s office develop the
Golden State Plan to Counter
Antisemitism.

This past week, in partner-
ship with the Jewish Com-
munity Foundation and The
Tepper Foundation, we grant-
ed over $1.3 million to over
50 Jewish institutions to pay
for additional post-October
7th security needs. On Tues-
day, we met with Los Angeles
Mayor Karen Bass, LAPD Inter-
im Chief Dominic Choi, and
other city leaders to address
Sunday’s violence, resulting in
these action steps.

Unfortunately, these efforts
are not enough in an envi-
ronment that is increasingly
hostile to Jewish existence.
We need even more collective
action to ensure our safety.

We now call upon our city

devolve into harassment and
violence.

Lastly, we call upon our allies
— interfaith, civic, and edu-
cational leaders - to strongly
denounce antisemitism and
support our efforts.

History has shown that what
happens to the Jewish commu-
nity soon happens to others.
Join our call to establish safe-
ty and security for all Amer-
icans. Join us in holding our
elected officials accountable for
the promises they made earlier
this week. Join us in using your
voice to shut down antisemi-
tism and Jew-hatred.

We can live in peace and pros-
perity only by working togeth-
er and utilizing our collective
power.

The writer, a rabbi, is president
& CEO of the Jewish Federation
Los Angeles,
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US PRESIDENT Joe Biden and former president Donald Trump attend a debate ahead of the presidential election in November, on Thursday in

Atlanta. (Brian Snyder/Reuters)

The presidential debate

ﬂ THINK ABOUT IT

‘ + By SUSAN HATTIS ROLEF

Iadmit that I did not stay up until 4 a.m. last Fri-

day to listen to the Biden-Trump presidential

debate in real time, but I did wake up an hour
later (when my morning paper is dropped by my
front door) and listened to its latter part before
going back to sleep.

There were no surprises. Joe Biden's perfor-
mance was rather pathetic, mostly due to the
visible effects of his age (81) - his weak, at times
almost mumbling voice, with an occasional stut-
ter and seconds of confusion - which couldn’t
but cause embarrassment to those of us who
are grateful to the man for all he has done for
Israel and malicious joy to those who wish to see
Donald Trump return to the White House next
January.

Anvone who has followed Biden's public per-
formances since he was elected president in 2020
was not surprised by his poor performance, but
rather by the fact that the professional team sur-
rounding him apparently believed that he could
cross the Rubicon safely. Nevertheless, I have a
feeling that if one were to read what Biden had
said rather than listen to it, one would find that
on the whole, he recited all the messages he had
planned to convey quite coherently.

Trump was his usual arrogant, nasty self, even
though he was prevented from breaking into
Biden's words when he spoke (as he had done
during the debates before the 2020 election) sim-
ply because the microphones of each of the two
candidates were switched off whenever the other
spoke. However, Trump’s facial expressions said
it all: his contempt for Biden and for his current
term as president.

Biden at least tried to answer most of the ques-
tions he was asked, fairly and squarely. Trump, on
numerous occasions, tried to shirk giving straight
answers to “tricky” questions, such as whether,
unlike the previous election, he would accept the
results of next November's, no matter what the
outcome. Though Trump, 78, also falters in his
speech occasionally and spouts out lies and fake
news like a fountain, his appearance conveyed
self-confidence. If there was a winner in this
debate, it was undoubtedly Trump.

My main conclusion from the debate was not
that one of the two candidates is more worthy
than the other to be president of the US in the
vears 2025-2028, but that neither is. My yardstick
is not who of the two will serve Israeli interests

Which comes first?

better than the other (though it is certainly legit-
imate for Israelis to prefer a president who is more
partial to our point of view and interests), but
which of the two will better serve the people of
the United States and the world order as designed
under American leadership after the US entered
World War 11

Today, 24 years after the collapse of the Soviet
Union and the end of the Cold War, this world
order appears to be in growing disarray. At this
point, my conclusion, with or without last
week's debate, is that neither presidential can-
didate is truly competent to deal with the crisis,
though Biden has a more coherent policy on
most issues, while Trump has a record of acting
impulsively, both on domestic and internation-
al issues.

At the moment, there is still a vague possi-
bility that Trump will be prevented from run-
ning again due to his various legal travails, even
though the US Constitution does not disqualify
an indicted or convicted person from running for
president. In recent vears, Trump has been issued
four indictments; in one of these cases, on May
30, 2024, the Manhattan Criminal Court found
him guilty on 34 counts of falsifying business
records (the case of the hush money paid to porn
actress Stormy Daniels).

In Biden'’s case, since last Thursday, there have
been some serious thoughts within the Demo-
cratic leadership as to whether he ought to be
replaced as their party’s presidential candidate.

Against this background, one cannot help but
wonder how a properly functioning democratic
system has ended up with such candidates in
the first place and whether liberal democracies,
such as the United 5tates, ought to have a better
system to protect themselves from problematic
candidates. In the US, the only way to achieve
this is by amending the Constitution, which
today includes only three qualifications required
for running for president: one must be a natu-
ral-born citizen of the United States, at least 35
vears old, and have been a resident of the US for
14 years.

In Israel, the president of the state may
approach any MK after elections to try forming
a government as prime minister. According to
article 6(a) of Basic-Law: The Knesset, every Israeli
citizen, who on the day of the submission of a list
of candidates, which includes his/her name, is 21
years old and owver, is entitled to be elected to the
Knesset. A court of law may deprive a potential
candidate of this right by virtue of the law, or if
he/she has been sentenced, in a final verdict, to
actual imprisonment for a period of over three

Indifferent to their fate

months, and on the day of the submission of
the list of candidates seven years have not lapsed
from the day on which he/she finished serving
the actual imprisonment.

A candidate may also be deprived of his//her
right to run if he/she was convicted of a serious
terror or other security offense, as prescribed by
law, and was sentenced, in a final verdict, to an
actual prison sentence for a period of over seven
years imprisonment, and on the day of the sub-
mission of the list of candidates, 14 years have not
lapsed from the day that he ended serving the
actual imprisonment. In such a case, the chair-
person of the Central Elections Committee may
determine that the offense for which he/she was
sentenced did not involve turpitude, and allow
him/her to run.

In the case of Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anvahu, after he was indicted on November
21, 2019, on criminal charges, the High Court
of Justice ruled on May 6, 2020, that an MK,
who has been indicted but not yet sentenced on
criminal charges may form a government, even
though such an MK cannot serve in a govern-
ment formed by someone else.

BUT BACK to last week's debate. Was Israel
given any sort of indication during the debate
which of the two candidates is likely to serve
Israel’s interests best? While Biden defended
his record of support for Israel’s security since
October 7, Trump accused Biden of not allow-
ing lsrael to defeat Hamas in the Gaza Strip
and of acting like a Palestinian, despite Hamas
considering him to be a very bad Palestinian
(whatever that may mean). He also claimed
that if he were president last October, Hamas
would never have invaded Israel. (He also
said that under his presidency, Russia would
not have invaded Ukraine.) In fact, based on
the debate, Israel cannot conclude which of
the two presidential candidates would serve
Israel’s interests and needs better in the next
four years.

Based on the records of the two presidents, |
believe that Biden has been more generous and
dependable. Nevertheless, a recent opinion poll
showed that around 50 percent of the Israelis
support Trump’s election as the next president
of the US.

The writer worked in the Knesset for many years as
a researcher and has published extensively both jour-
nalistic and academic articles on current affairs and
Israeli politics. Her most recent book, Israel’s Knesset
Members- A Comparative Study of an Undefined
Job, was published by Routledge.

Silver lining
of Jew-hatred

ABOVE
THE FOLD
. By MICAH HALPERN

new trend is taking over Ameri-

ca called “hating Jews.” Jew-ha-

red is now so acceptable in the
United States that to be a Jew-hater is
hip, cool, and trending.

A new Gallup poll indicates that
while a large swath of Americans are
proud Jew haters, even more people -
a majority of Americans, view hatred
of Jews as “a problem.” For some, it is
even a “very serious problem.”

Gallup conducted a telephone sur-
vey between May 30 and June 1. They
spoke to 1,019 adults over the age
of 18. And this is what their poll
revealed.

For 9% of the people, Jew-hatred is
“a very serious problem.

For 48% it is “somewhat of a prob-
lem.”

For 30% it is “not much of a prob-
lem."

And 9% saw Jew-hatred in America
as “not a problem at all.”

The exact wording of the Gallup
Poll question was: “Do you think that
antisemitism, or prejudice against
Jewish people, is currently a very seri-
ous problem, somewhat of a problem,
not much of a problem, or not a prob-
lem at all - in the United States?”

In broad strokes, their results
put the number of people who see
Jew-hatred as a problem at 60%. More
importantly, 40% of people do not.

The 40% number is way too high
given the Malthusian increase of
anti-Jewish incidents being per-
petrated across the United States. 1
struggle to understand how so many
Americans - 40% - do not interpret
these attacks against Jews as harmful
to the very fabric of American democ-
racy and an ominous threat to our
once-peaceful and safe society.

How do they not connect the dots
and realize that this many attacks on
American soil of fellow Americans
are not simply attacks against Jewish
Americans - they are attacks on the
United States as a whole?

These attacks allow all who watch
TV, read newspapers, or follow news
sites or social media, to bear witness
as anti-Jewish hooligans invade Jew-
ish neighborhoods, attacking syn-
agogues, Jewish schools, and Jews
themselves.

This is not political free speech or
protected rights to protest. These are
acts of violence and hate crimes as
defined by federal and state laws.

IN 1919, US Supreme Court Justice
Oliver Wendell Holmes, writing
in Schenck v. United States, used a
phrase borrowed from the closing
arguments of the prosecutor in the
lower court case against Schenck.
Holmes writes of “falsely shouting
fire in a theater. This was Holmes's
way of explaining to the nation that
there are limits to free speech. That
all speech is not free speech. Especial-
ly speech that can endanger others,

cause a riot, or get people trampled.

Speech, like actions, can kill.

There are, of course, times when it
is permitted to shout fire in a theater.
That is, if there truly was a fire in the
theater or if you sincerely believed
that a theater was on fire.

While Justice Holmes’s often-quot-
ed line has become almost cliché, that
is because, as is the case with many
cliches, it rings true. Interestingly,
over time the cliché has changed to
include the word “crowded” as in “a
crowded theater.” The word “falsely”
15 almost always missing.

Going to a Jewish neighborhood
in Los Angeles wearing keffivehs and
waving Palestinian and Hamas flags
is incitement - and incitement is
illegal.

Battering a Jewish-looking man or
bov on the streets of Brooklyn is ille-
gal.

Given the drastic rise in Jew-hatred
unfolding before our eyes, I was both
surprised and very pleased by the
response to another Gallup polling
question.

When asked about voting for a Jew-
ish candidate for president of the
United States, 89% of those polled
would vote for a Jew. That is almost
nine out of every 10 people answer-
ing that they would vote for a Jew for
president if the person was nominat-
ed by the party. As astounding as that
89% figure is, there is no reason to
believe that the number is inflated,
unfounded, or untrue.

These numbers give tremendous
hope in the battle against Jew-hatred.
They ultimately mean that the peo-
ple involved in attacks against Jews
are a statistical anomaly. They mean
that all the hatred spewed and all the
attacks perpetrated are the work of
a marginal, irrelevant group of peo-
ple operating far outside mainstream
America.

To beat them back the mainstream
- the vast majority - needs to stand
up and squelch the Jew-haters, the
instigators, the inciters. The majority
must set the tone. There are essen-
tial red lines to political and social
behavior that can never be crossed.
The mainstream knows this.

Instigators of Jew-hatred must be
told by their friends, family, politi-
cians, police, educators, and society
at large, that instigating or acting
upon Jew-hatred is unacceptable.
Mass social media campaigns must
organize a social movement to ostra-
cize haters of Jews and instigators of
hatred against Jews. They must be
made to feel unwelcome in our main-
stream society.

A united front of decent and good
people - Jews and non-Jews, people
who understand the danger and vul-
garity of the world’s oldest hatred
- can eliminate this evil from our
society.

It is not just the best way, it is the
only way!

The writer is a social and political
commentator. Watch his TV show
Thinking Out Loud on Jewish Broad-
casting Service,

“Social cohesion, political divides™ by Liat Collins
(June 28) was good commentary and an article that all
should read. The question is which comes first: the
chicken or the egg?

If we can possibly achieve unity, will that mean the
return of the hostages, end of the war and a long-lasting
peace, or do we need the above first to obtain the unity?

Lots of people protest and want change, or do not
like the current government. | have not heard or seen
any strategic alternatives to the current situation that
will bring home the hostages, return the evacuees to
their homes, and guarantee peace.

Protests are alright as long as they do not disrupt the
ongoing lives of others, but how do you make that
work?

Stay safe and well. Keep up the good commentaries.
Thank you for your strength

JACK A. SALTZMAN
Hashmonaim

Responsibility and kindness

Regarding Jonathan Lieberman’s “On the shoulders
of giants” (June 28): | am fortunate enough to be of
the generation of his parents, of whom he spoke. | too
wonder, on reflection, whether | was patient enough,
was | too strict, and do | fully appreciate the responsi-
bility and kindness offered to me by my four children?
Am | too independent to accept what they so kindly
offer me?

| must not close my eyes. Instead | should thank
them and the Almighty, before it's too late, for my very
good fortune. Now, on the flip side, it is our “baby
boomers” who are the giants, upon whose shoulders
we rely so heavily.

JOY COLLINS
Brei Dror

| fully agree with Sherwin Pomerantz in “Mr.
Prime Minister: The buck stops with you” (June 26).
It is pathetic that all he talks about is unity, and
meanwhile our innocent citizens, and those of
other countries — whose leaders seem indifferent
to their fate — languish in tunnels in Gaza.

Would Prime Minister Netanyahu still talk about
unity if one of his own sons had been taken hostage?
Methinks the situation would be very different.

BRENDA GOLDBLUM
Jerusalem

Part of the equation

Regarding “High Court orders full draft of
ultra-Orthodox students” (June 26): I'm an Ortho-
dox Jew and an Israeli Zionist. We are a family of
IDF combat and non-combatant soldiers and IDF
reservists, for three generations already.

| really wonder — especially since October 7 —
just what these ultra-Orthodox men would actual-
ly do if they'd see their women and babies being
raped and murdered right in front of their own
eyes? Would they just stand by, only reciting
Psalms, or would they throw some nearby heavy
objects at the terrorists in self-defense?

Would they turn their backs on their wives and
children, and run away in fear of their own lives,
or would they run and grab some kitchen knives,
if at home, and actually struggle to protect them-
selves and others? Would they act to the fullest to
protect others, while knowing that they might be
killed in the process?

If they would, in fact, act in the interest of their
immediate self-defense, then what is the difference
between acting on an immediate personal level,
and a local, regional, and/or national level for the

defense of the Jewish population in their own
land?

These are all basic questions on my part. I've
been restraining myself, and not asking any of
these same guestions of the haredi men who |
know. It’s been a very long almost nine months
already. Do haredi Jews really believe that it's only
due to their prayers that we have been winning
battles and wars against our enemies for the past
/6 years?

If they do acknowledge any sort of miracles
regarding our survival against our enemies, don't
they ever acknowledge that the IDF — our IDF — is
part of the equation of our national survival, as an
arm, a means of self-defense, granted to us by
God? Do they and their leaders have a stubborn
blindness and lack of appreciation for this part of
the equation?

As a footnote: | am of the opinion that any
school or yeshiva in Israel that refuses to teach
basic core subjects — Hebrew, English, math and
computers, plus ideally also history, geography
and physical education — to school pupils ages
5-18 should be denied any and all governmental
funding, and that anyone whose children are
enrolled in such schools should be denied all tax
exemptions and social welfare benefits.

Perhaps such measures will highly encourage
these citizens to agree to having their children be
educated in subjects which are basic learning
material in the 21st century. Without this core cur-
riculum attained at a young age, few of these
potential draftees will be able to serve effectively
in the IDF, and in fact they would be more of a
hindrance in an army that requires such basic
knowledge and skills.

Likewise, the time has come, following October
7, for all Israeli Jews to be partners in the shoulder-
ing of obligations in our Jewish nation, and not

remain as ungrateful benefactors of the contribu-
tions of others in the fields of defense, security,
health and welfare.
The 613 Torah commandments include: “Do not
stand aside as your brother’s blood is being shed.”
LEAH YERUSHALMI
Jerusalem

Visibility as leverage

Zach D. Huff suggests that an Arab Israeli serving as
co-president (“Time for an Arab co-president,”june
30) is not to be feared because the “position offers
visibility without authority.” Alas, that’s what we
thought about the presidency that we live with
today, but no Israeli president, for decades now, has
resisted the temptation to use visibility as leverage.

The position, created to be purely ceremonial, has
repeatedly served as what Teddy Roosevelt called a
“bully pulpit” for the president’s own political
vision. Even Huff himself muses that “an Arab leader
could help expand the Abraham Peace Accords and
mediate disputes.” That's not the president’s job,
and with an Arab president alongside a Jewish presi-
dent, even in what Huff hints would be a lesser
presidency, how confident can we be that the two
presidential agendas won't conflict?

Even the visibility itself is a problem. Would the
existence of an Arab co-president send the mes-
sage that Israel embraces the Arabs, or would it
send the message that Israel consigns the Arabs to
separate leadership?

It would be better by far to further the social and
political integration of the Israeli Arabs into the
existing structures, and maybe — as Huff recalls
that Benjamin Netanyahu reportedly once wanted
— abolish the president’s office entirely.

MARK L. LEVINSON
Herzliya

Send letters to lettersjpost@gmail.com. Priority is given to brief, topical letters that include the writer’s name and place of residence
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Unlikely guardians of Moroccan-Sephardi Jewry

* By NOAM BEDEIN

n our way to participate
Oin a multi-day conference

in Morocco, representing
ISRAEL-is alongside our P2ZP Abra-
ham Accords partner, the Mimou-
na Association, I felt a deep sense
of anticipation. This was my sec-
ond visit to Morocco since Octo-
ber 7 with the ongoing mission
of strengthening civil diplomacy
between ISRAEL-is, which had pre-
viously led leadership programs
between countries before the Gaza
war. | looked forward to building
meaningful bridges and connec-
tions, especially during these chal-
lenging times, to further strengthen
our ties with our partners and civil
leaders in Morocco.

Essaouira, a coastal town with
ancient cobbled streets and salty sea
air, played host to an extraordinary
gathering. Representatives from
10 countries and Jewish student
leaders from across Latin America
converged there, not just for a con-
ference but for a journey through
time, culture, and identity. The
conference, focusing on the Moroc-
can-Sephardi Jewish connection to
Latin America, was a tapestry of
shared history and a testament to
the enduring spirit of cultural pres-
ervation. The event was generously
funded by USAID, underscoring the
importance of international sup-
port for cultural preservation and
diplomacy.

The journey to Essaouira is one
of historical significance. About
two and a half hours west of Mar-
rakesh, this town has long stood
as a symbol of Morocco's multicul-
tural heritage. The conference was
orchestrated by Mimouna, a local
Muslim organization committed to
showcasing and preserving Moroc-
co’s Jewish heritage. Through their
efforts, the richness of Morocco’s
Jewish culture was woven into the
contemporary fabric of the nation,

presenting a powerful narrative of
tolerance, acceptance, and coexis-
tence.

Guardians of heritage

At the heart of this cultural pres-
ervation is Mimouna. Founded by El
Mehdi Boudra and his partners, this
organization has dedicated itself to
educating the Moroccan public and
students about the historical signifi-
cance of Jewish culture in Morocco.
In a region often marked by tension
and conflict, their mission is both
bold and necessary. Mimouna'’s work
emphasizes the shared history of Jews
and Muslims in Morocco, promoting
a vision of a diverse and inclusive
society.

The conference in Essaouira was a
culmination of these efforts. It was
more than just an academic discus-
sion; it was a living, breathing exhibi-
tion of cultural heritage. Jewish rep-
resentatives and community leaders
from across the globe, along with
Jewish student leaders from Latin
America, gathered to share their
experiences and challenges. The
event was a poignant reminder of the
resilience of Moroccan Jews in the
Diaspora and their ongoing struggle
against rising antisemitism.

The power of place

Essaouira itself added a layer of
historical depth to the conference.
Known for its well-preserved Jewish
quarter, the town stands as a testa-
ment to the once-thriving Jewish
community in Morocco. Walking
through the streets, one can almost
hear the echoes of past generations'
stories etched into the very stones
of the buildings. The setting was
perfect for discussions on cultur-
al preservation, as participants
explored the town's rich Jewish
heritage.

One of the most striking aspects of
the conference was the juxtaposition
of the past and present. On one hand,
there was a deep dive into the histori-

e

-

cal context of Moroccan Jewry in the
Diaspora. On the other hand, there
were the contemporary stories of the
participants, many of whom face sig-
nificant challenges as Jews in their
countries, especially with the recent
surge in antisemitism since October
7th. Their stories brought to light the
urgent need for continued advocacy
and support.

Bridging cultures
A key outcome of the conference

was the realization of the potential

for leadership programs that bridge
Israel and Morocco through a third
country. These programs would capi-

talize on strong cultural connections,
fostering partnerships among wvari-
ous organizations and peoples. The
goal is to create a network of leaders
who can promote cultural preserva-
tion and advocate for tolerance and
coexistence on a global scale.

This call to action is particularly
resonant in the context of the per-
sonal narratives shared at the confer-
ence. These stories are not just about
struggle; they are about resilience,
hope, and the enduring human spir-
it. They highlight the importance of
preserving cultural heritage and the
role it plays in shaping contemporary
identities.

THE WRITER (third from left) poses with leaders of the Mimouna Association and participants from Latin America
at the recent conference in Essaouira, Morocco. (Mimouna Association)

Personal narratives

Among the many stories shared,
one particularly stands out. A Jewish
student leader from Latin America
recounted his experience growing up
with a dual identity, constantly nav-
igating the complexities of his heri-
tage in a predominantly non-Jewish
society. His story was about resil-
ience, finding strength in his roots,
and using his identity as a source of
empowerment.

Another poignant narrative came
from a community leader who
spoke of the challenges faced by
Moroccan Jews in the Diaspora. He
described the efforts to keep their

traditions alive in foreign lands,
often in the face of hostility and dis-
crimination. His words underscored
the importance of gatherings like
the conference in Essaouira, where
stories are shared and cultural ties
are strengthened.

A vision for the future
The conference in Essaouira was

more than an academic exercise; it
was a celebration of heritage, a tes-
tament to resilience, and a call to
action. Mimouna’s work in
serving Morocco’s Jewish culture is
a beacon of hope in a world often
divided by differences. By fostering a
deeper understanding of the Moroc-
can-Sephardi Jewish connection and
its relevance to contemporary iden-
tity, Mimouna has set a precedent
for future collaborations and cultural
exchanges.

pre-

Essaouira, with its rich history and

vibrant culture, stands as a reminder
of what is possible when we embrace
our shared heritage. It is a testament
to the power of storytelling, of com-
ing together to celebrate our identi-
ties, and of building a future where
diversity is not just tolerated but
celebrated. In the heart of Morocco,
the unlikely guardians of Jewish her-
itage have shown us the way. This is
exactly what ISRAEL-is is all about, as
we promote cultural understanding,
bridge divides, and build lasting con-
nections through shared narratives
and experiences. The courageous
invitation to this conference by our
partners precisely at this time proves
our P2P successful model.

As the conference drew to a close,

the participants left with a renewed
sense of purpose. The shared vision
of preserving cultural heritage and
promoting tolerance and coexistence
continues to inspire and guide their
efforts. In the words of one attendee,
“Our heritage is not just our past; it
is our compass for the future.”

The writer is the foreign affairs

manager of ISRAEL-is, an NGO.

Al is coming for our jobs

« By DANIEL SCHREIBER

fter 28 years spent literally or
A[igurativ&l}r in Silicon Valley,

I've grown increasingly con-
cerned about Al's potential to cause
widespread, permanent unemploy-
ment. 50 I clambered out of the
valley and into the “Ivory Tower”
to share my fears with Israel’s lead-
ing economists. Turns out, the view
from the Tower is wildly different
from the Valley. Not a good thing.

The view from the Valley is that
Al will achieve human-level intelli-
gence within a few years, leading to
rising unemployment.

Leopold Aschenbrenner, a for-
mer superintelligence researcher
at OpenAl, says: “We are building
machines that can think and rea-
son. By 2025/26, these machines
will outpace many college gradu-
ates. By the end of the decade, they
will be smarter than you or I; we will
have superintelligence, in the true
sense of the word... That doesn’t
require believing in sci-fi; it just
requires believing in straight lines
on a graph.”

Avital Balwit, chief of staff at
Anthropic, says: “I am 25. These
next three years might be the last
few years that [ work. I stand at
the edge of a technological devel-
opment that seems likely, should
it arrive, to end employment as |
know it.”

Consequently, tech rivals like Sam
Altman, Mark Zuckerberg, and Elon
Musk agree on the need to prepare
for permanent mass unemployment
with universal basic income.

The view from the Tower is far
more tranquil. The OECD’s report
on “The Future of Work” concludes
that “Owerall, the total number of
jobs is not likely to decrease,” while
The World Economic Forum pre-
dicts “a net increase of 58 million
jobs.” I heard much the same from
Israel’s think tanks and policy insti-
tutes.

Who's right? [ hope it’s the econo-
mists, but I'd wager on the technol-
ogists for three reasons:

1. “Change is the only
constant” (Heraclitus)

The Great Crash of 1929 saw 90%
of the stock market’s value vanish. A
few days prior, the prominent econ-
omist, Irving Fisher, pronounced
that “stock prices have reached
what looks like a permanently high
plateau.” Economists have missed
every crash since, prompting the
IMF to conclude that economists
are “notoriously poor at spotting
a crisis coming”, and that there is
“little evidence... that forecasts at

Those

L |

THE VIEW from the Valley is that Al
will achieve human-level
intelligence within a few years,
leading to rising unemployment,
the writer asserts. (Dor Malka)

horizons of two to five years contain
much predictive content.”

Add technology to the mix, and
the economists’ record goes from
“notoriously poor” to comical. McK-
insey, for example, pronounced that
“mobile phones will never be a mass
market,” while Nobel-winning econ-
omist Paul Krugman predicted the
Internet’s impact would be “no great-
er than the fax machine’s.” In retro-
spect, Krugman conceded that “most
macroeconomics of the last 30 years
was spectacularly useless at best and
positively harmful at worst™.

In contrast, technologists have
an impressive record in predicting
key milestones decades in advance.
Writing in the '80s and "90s, com-
puter scientist Ray Kurzweil accu-
rately forecasted to within a couple
of years the arrival of the Inter-
net, smartphones, voice recogni-
tion, self-driving cars, and virtual
reality. In 1990, he predicted that
human-level AI would arrive in
2029, a prognostication that has
since catapulted from preposterous
to prescient.

The difference? The economy is
governed by the butterfly effect,
while technology is governed by
Moore’s Law, which posits that com-
putational power doubles every two
yvears. Kurzweil calculated roughly
how much compute is needed for
each milestone he envisaged, and
predicted their realization at the
point where these needs intersect
with the exponential progression of
Moore's Law. His track record isn’t
perfect, but no economist can hold
a candle to it.

who can solve it don’t see the danger

2. The boy who cried wolf

The second reason is that I find
the economists’ arguments uncon-
vincing. One explanation they offer
for their equanimity is that, despite
the rise of Al, unemployment has
not risen at all. Yet nobody expected
generative Al to move the macro-
economic needle so quickly; and in
smaller, bellwether sectors, the nee-
dle is buried in the red. Freelance
job boards, for example, have seen
massive drops in demand for writ-
ers, web developers, graphic design-
ers, and engineers.

More importantly, when a mac-
roeconomic signal does emerge, I
expect it to show that Al augments
people rather than making them
dispensable - right up to the point
where it dispenses with them. By
way of analogy, consider the story
of Bob, a mediocre manager. In Act
1, Bob hires Sam, a wunderkind,
who boosts the quality and quanti-
ty of Bob’s deliverables. The big boss
is happy. In Act 2, Sam has learned
the ropes and is able to fly solo. Bob
looks expensive and incompetent
by comparison. In Act 3, Bob gets
canned. The End.

The second explanation offered
for their poise is that we've seen
this movie before and it has a happy
ending. There's full employment
today even though 99% of the
pre-industrial jobs have vanished.
Stay calm and carry on.

But, unlike the industrial revolu-
tion, where machines replaced our
brawn and we found jobs using our
brains, today’s machines are set to
outperform our brains. What part of
our being will we use to earn a living
once that happens?!

Oh, and the industrial revolution
triggered a century of catastrophic
hardship, including mass displace-

ment of skilled workers, and a rush
for raw materials that fueled colo-

nialism and wars that claimed tens
of millions of lives. Not a movie we
want to take our kids to.

3. Two thumbs down
Al is approaching human-level

performance across the spectrum
of intellectual endeavors. At its cur-
rent rate of progress, Al will soon
project onto your screen a talking-
head that will shape-shift to be
your lawver, graphic designer, doc-
tor, software engineer — you name
it. As a rule of thumb, therefore,
we should assume that any job that
can be done over Zoom today can
be done by an Al tomorrow. ['ve
encountered no credible counterar-
gument to this.

Which leads to my second rule
of thumb: employers will replace

humans with Al whenever there's
a buck to be made. That is the true
lesson from the industrial revolu-
tion. I've heard no credible counter-
argument to this either.

Silicon Valley has tunnel vision.
Taken together, yvou see why, on
balance, I'd wager on Silicon Val-
ley’s predictions for what Al will
soon do. But I'd never trust the Val-
ley to tell society how to adapt or
prepare. When it comes to the soci-
etal implications of its technolo-
gies, Silicon Valley is “spectacularly
useless at best and positively harm-
ful at worst.” Indeed, recent years
have seen devastating unintended
consequences of the Valley's inno-
vations, from skyrocketing teen
suicides to the radicalization of our
soclety.

Tech titans casually toss out slo-
gans like “universal basic income”
as though UBI is a panacea for the
coming age. I favor UBI, but they
seem oblivious to the monumen-
tal challenges it entails, including
staggering costs, elusive sources, and
complex second-order effects. More-
over, the societal problems born of
mass unemployment won't end with
any universal income, let alone a
basic one. We need the [ull engage-
ment by the Ivory Tower, leveraging
the expertise of economists, political
scientists, and sociologists to navi-
gate these intricate issues.

In the coming years, Al is likely
to achieve superhuman intelligence
and drive rising unemployment. To
my knowledge, no one has articulat-
ed a convincing case for how such Al
can coexist with full employment,
and so we must prepare according-
ly. Yet those who see the gathering
storm are ill-equipped to prepare for
it, while those who know how to
prepare don't see it coming.

Aesop’s Fable tells of two men,
one blind, the other lame. Alone
they can’t survive, so the lame man
climbs onto the blind man’s back,
and united they can navigate safe-
ly. The moral is clear: we can’t rely
solely on economists’ predictions
or Silicon Valley's optimism. We
need technologists who understand
Al's potential, economists who can
model its impacts, and policymak-
ers who can implement solutions.

The clock is ticking. Our choices
today will shape whether Al becomes
humanity’s greatest achievement or,
like the golem of Jewish lore, a force
that turns on its master.

The writer is CEO and co-founder of
Lemonade (NYSE: LMND), and chair-
man of the MOSAIC Policy Institute,
whose mission it is to ensure that Arti-
ficial Intelligence benefits all of Israel’s
society.

We scream but
you don't hear us

* By MADISON ROSENBERG

t is no mystery that Jewish
university students have been

targeted on university cam-
puses, especially since October
7. There have been many Jewish
voices on campus calling for the
university to implement policies
and regulations that assist in the
safety of their students; unfor-
tunately, these voices remain
ignored and unheard. 5Since the
Hamas terror attack on October
7, Toronto Metropolitan Uni-
versity has become a breeding
ground for antisemitism.

Personally, as a Jewish student
at TMU, I have asked myself, “Do
I have to choose between my
Judaism and my safety?” and
“Will advocating for myself and
my community put me in dan-
ger on campus?” These are ques-
tions no person should have to
ask themselves, especially when
trying to get an education, like
everyone else.

While many schools, including
mine, watch idly as students get
accosted, harassed and mentally
abused on campus, the antisemi-
tism grows. When school admin-
istration and staff let injustices
occur without consequences,
this sends a clear message: “We
do not care about our Jewish stu-
dents’ safety” and “We are okay
with what is happening on our
property.” The school may not
agree with those statements, but
those are the messages sent out
by their actions or lack thereof.

Throughout this past school
year, protests against Israel on
campus have been loud and
aggressive. They have occurred
in places such as inside school
buildings, outside the Student
Learning Center, and other plac-
es on campus. School issupposed
to be a neutral, welcoming place
for everyone, regardless of race,
religion, ethnicity, nationality,
sexuality, etc. The most recent
example of the lack of neutrali-
ty is graduation, where students
brought flags ol Palestine, wore
keffiyvehs on stage, and were
allowed to put them on by the
Associate Dean of Toronto Met-
ropolitan University. Instead of
focusing on the success of each
student, it was again made to be
political.

This university has chosen to
allow blatant double standards.
During this school year, students
protested in front of the S5tar-
bucks inside the Student Learn-

ing Center because they believed
it was “complacent with geno-
cide.” There was a sign: “Zion-
ists off our campus.” They were
allowed to stay there with that
sign even after students made
staff and security aware of it.
Meanwhile, 551 (Students Sup-
porting Israel) was denied
a request for tabling that said
“Anti-Zionism is Anti-semitism”
in the center due to “safety rea-
sons.”

The students were told to hold
the tabling in the engineering
building, and they requested
security in order to guarantee
our safety. Security forces did
not show up before the tabling
started; they only showed up
after being called multiple times
when the students at the tabling,
including myself, were getting
screamed at and our property
was being defaced.

[f Jewish students were denied
the right to have a table in the
Student Learning Center due
to “safety,” then why was secu-
rity not at the tabling in the
first place? Why do disaster and
aggression have to occur first
before campus security shows up
for their Jewish students?

On the TMU official site, they
quote the Ontario Human Rights
Commission and their defi-
nition of antisemitism, which
is “latent or overt hostility or
hatred directed towards, or dis-
crimination against individual
Jews or the Jewish people for rea-
sons connected to their religion,
ethnicity, and their cultural, his-
torical, intellectual and religious
heritage” (Canadian Race Rela-
tions Foundation, 2013).

Our history as Jews is directly
linked to Israel, vet they allow
blatant anti-Zionism and hate
against Israel on campus. That is
directly going against their own
policies against antisemitism, as
stated on their website.

Students deserve to attend
school and go to classes without
worrying about their safety due
to a lack of security, a lack of
upholding policies as set forth by
the university, threats made by
other students, and harassment.
School should be a safe space for
everyone, with no exceptions.

The writer is involved with Allied
Voices for Israel and HonestReport-
ing Canada’s Campus Media Fel-
lowship and is a student executive
with Hillel, studying at Toronto
Metropolitan University in the Fac-
ulty of Community Services.
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Millions vote in high-stakes French election

Anti-immigrant RN ahead in polls ¢ Leftist bloc in second * Second round to take place July 7

* By MIMOSA SPENCER

PARIS (Reuters) - French vot-
ers headed to the polls on
sunday in the first round of
a snap parliamentary election
that could usher in the coun-
try’'s first far-right govern-
ment since World War Two,
a potential sea change at the
heart of the European Union.

President Emmanuel
Macron stunned the coun-
try when he called the vote
after his centrist alliance was
crushed in European elections
this month by Marine Le Pen’s
National Rally (Rassemblement
National - RN). Her euroscep-
tic, anti-immigrant party was
a longtime pariah but is now
closer to power than it has
ever been.

France’s electoral system
can make it hard to estimate
the precise distribution of
seats in the 577-seat National
Assembly, and the final out-
come will not be known until
the end of voting on July 7.

“We are going to win an
absolute majority,” Le Pen
said in a newspaper interview
on Wednesday, predicting
that her protégé, 28-year-old
Jordan Bardella, would be
prime minister. Her party has
a high-spending economic

program and seeks to reduce
immigration.

A woman screamed “It's
shameful, it's shameful™ as
Bardella arrived to cast his
vote in Garches near Paris.
“They even invited the left-
ists,” he said.

If the RN does win an abso-
lute majority, French diplo-
macy could be headed for
an unprecedented period of
turbulence, with Bardella and
Macron - who has said he will
continue his presidency until
the end of his term in 2027 -
jostling for the right to speak
for France.

France has had three periods
of “cohabitation” - when the
president and government are
from opposite political camps
- in its post-war history, but
none with such radically
divergent worldviews compet-
ing at the top of the state.

Bardella has already indi-
cated he would challenge
Macron on global issues.
France could lurch from
being a pillar of the EU to a
thorn in its side, demand-
ing a rebate of the French
contribution to the EU bud-
get, clashing with Brussels
over European Commission
jobs and reversing Macron's
calls for greater EU unity and

FRENCH PRESIDENT Emmanuel Macron and his wife, Brigitte Macron, vote yesterday in the first
round of the early French parliamentary elections, in Le Touquet-Paris-Plage. (Yara Nardi/Pool/Reuters)

assertiveness on defense.

A clear RN victory would
also bring uncertainty as to
where France stands on the
Russia-Ukraine war. Le Pen
has a history of pro-Russian
sentiment and while the
party now says it would help
Ukraine defend itself against
Russian invaders, it has
also set out redlines, such
as refusing to provide long-

range missiles.

In Hénin-Beaumont, a town
in Le Pen’s constituency in
northern France where she
may be re-elected in the first
round, 67-year-old Denis
Ledieu said people were suf-
fering due to the long-term
de-industrialization of the
region.

“So if the [RN] promises
them things, then why not?

They want to try it out, ]
think,” he said.

Across France, early turnout
figures were higher than in
the 2022 legislative vote, at
25.9% by midday, compared
with 18.43% two years ago,
the Interior Ministry said.

‘Split vote favors RN’
Opinion polls have sug-
gested the RN has a comfort-

able lead of 33%-36% of the
popular vote, with a hastily
assembled left-wing coalition,
the New Popular Front, in sec-
ond place at 28%-31% and
Macron's centrist alliance in
third with 20%-23%.

The New Popular Front
includes a wide range of
parties, from the moderate
center-left to the hard-left,
eurosceptic, anti-NATO party
France Unbowed, led by one
of Macron’s most vitriolic
opponents, Jean-Luc Melen-
chon.

How the poll numbers will
translate into seats in the
National Assembly is hard to
predict because of how the
election works, according to
Vincent Martigny, professor
of political science at the Uni-
versity of Nice and the Ecole
Polytechnique.

Candidates can be elected in
the first round if they win an
absolute majority of votes in
their constituency, although
that is rare. Most constituen-
cies will need a second round
involving all candidates who
received votes from at least
12.5% of registered voters in
the first round. The top scorer
wins.

“If you have a very high level
of participation, you might

have a third or fourth party
that is getting into the strug-
gle. S0 then, of course, there's
a risk of split voting and we
know that the split vote favors
the National Rally,” Martigny
said.

For decades, as the far Right
steadily gained popularity,
voters and parties who did not
support it would unite against
it whenever it edged closer to
national power, but that may
not hold true this time.

Martigny said no one knew
whether candidates from
Macron's camp would consid-
er dropping out of the second
round to give rivals from the
Left a chance of beating the
RN, or the reverse.

Le Pen and Bardella have
sought to make their party’s
image more acceptable to the
mainstream, for example by
denouncing antisemitism.
Le Pen’s father Jean-Marie Le
Pen, founder and long-term
leader of the RN's forerun-
ner the National Front, had a
history of overtly antisemitic
comments.

But critics say the party’s
courting of Jews is just a cover
allowing it to deny accusa-
tions of racism while con-
stantly stigmatizing Muslims
and foreigners.

Greek firefighters battle
new wildtire near Athens

ATHENS (Reuters) - Greek
firefighters were battling a
wildfire south of Athens on
sSunday amid strong winds,
just hours after managing to
contain blazes in a mountain-
ous area also near the capital
as well as on an island in the
Aegean Sea.

Dozens of firefighters,
backed up by 17 water-carry-
ing aircraft, fought to tame the
new fire in a sparsely-populat-
ed area near the town of Kera-
tea, some 35 kilometers south
of Athens.

Greek television showed at
least one house in flames as
smoke from burning pine and
olive trees billowed into the
sky.

With hot, windy conditions

across much of Greece, doz-
ens of wildfires broke out over
the weekend and authorities
advised people to stay away
from forested areas.

Firefighters were  still
engaged on the island of Ser-
ifos where a fire had broken
out amid low vegetation on
Saturday and spread quickly,
fanned by strong winds, dam-
aging houses and prompting
the evacuation of several ham-
lets.

The wildfire, which at one
point had raged across 135
km., damaged holiday homes
and storehouses, the island’s
mayor, Kostas Revinthis, told
Greek television.

Another fire in the moun-
tainous forest of Parnitha near

g nature reserve just outside
Athens had eased by Sunday
morning, officials said.

The strong winds are not
expected to abate until later
on Sunday, meteorologists
said.

Wildfires are common in
Creece but have become more
devastating in recent years as
summers have become hotter,
drier and windier, which sci-
entists link to the effects of
climate change.

After last summer’s deadly
forest fires and following its
warmest winter on record,
Greece developed a new doc-
trine, which includes deploy-
ing an extra fire engine to each
new blaze, speeding up air
support and clearing forests.

Austrian and Czech nationalist parties,
Hungary's Orban form new EU alliance

« By FRANCOIS MURPHY

VIENNA (Reuters) - Austria’s
far-right Freedom Party
(FPO), Hungarian Prime Min-
ister Viktor Orban’s Fidesz
and the populist Czech ANO
party led by Andrej Babis are
forming a new alliance in the
European Parliament, they
announced on Sunday.

The move would reorder but
possibly also split nationalist
forces in the assembly, pro-
vided four more parties join.
Parties from at least a quarter
of the European Union’s 27
member states are needed to
officially form a new political
group.

While Fidesz has remained
outside larger groupings since
it parted ways with the main-

stream center-right European
People’s Party (EPP) in 2021,
the FPO is part of the Iden-
tity and Democracy political
group along with Marine Le
Pen's National Rally party in
France. ANO is not part of a
political group.

“Today is a historic day
because we are entering a new
era of European politics,”
FPO leader Herbert Kickl said
in an address to the media
attended by Babis and Orban,
convened at short notice in a
Vienna hotel.

“This alliance is meant as a
rocket that will bring other
parties on board at the Euro-
pean level to join forces and
give Europe a better future,”
Kickl said of the “new patri-
otic alliance.”

Former Czech prime minis-
ter Babis said the new group
would be called Patriots for
Europe.

All three men cited the
fight against illegal immigra-
tion, which has long been a
pressing concern for them,
as well as transferring more
powers from Brussels back to
member states.

In this month’s European
Parliament election, nation-
alist parties capitalized on
voter disquiet over spiraling
prices, migration and the cost
of the green transition, and
are looking to translate their
seat gains into more influ-
ence on EU policy.

While the FPO has a clear
lead in Austrian opinion polls
ahead of a September 29 par-

liamentary election, Orban
faces a growing threat in
Hungary from the new oppo-
sition party Tisza, which said
this month it would join the
EPP in the European Parlia-
ment.

“Today we are creating a
political formation that in
my view will be off to a fly-
ing start and will very quickly
become the largest group of
the European right,” Orban
said.

“This will happen within
days and then the sky is the
limit,” he said.

The three men took no
questions but the FPO said
a press conference would be
held in Brussels or Strasbourg
soon with other parties join-
ing the alliance.

Trump puts murdered women and girls center stage in anti-immigration drive

= By TED HESSON
and ALEXANDRA ULMER

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Minutes
before going on stage for the first
presidential debate on Thursday,
Donald Trump received a phone
call from the mother of 12-year-old
Jocelyn Nungaray, who was killed in
Houston this month, allegedly by
two Venezuelan men in the US ille-
gally. The mother, Alexis Nungaray,
was returning a voicemail Trump had
left earlier in the day when she was
at her daughter’s funeral, a friend of
the family, Victoria Galvan, who wit-
nessed the call, told Reuters. Nun-
garay's body was found in a creek
near her home on June 17, after her
attackers allegedly took her under a
bridge, tied her up, took her pants off
and strangled her, according to police
and prosecutors.

The suspects - Johan Jose Martinez
Rangel, 22, and Franklin Jose Pena
Ramos, 26 - had been detained by
US border authorities in Texas earlier
this year but released pending a court
appearance.

During the debate, Trump spoke
of Nungaray's case and the phone
call as he hammered Biden on his
immigration policies, accusing the
Democrat of allowing murderers
and rapists into the country."There
have been many yourng women mur-
dered by the same people he allows to
come across our border,” Trump said.
“These killers are coming into our
country and they are raping and kill-
ing women. And it’s a terrible thing."

Citing Nungaray’s case, he said:
“This is horrible, what's taken place
... wWe're literally an uncivilized coun-
try now.”

Trump’s attacks are from a well-
thumbed playbook he has used
repeatedly since first running for
office in 2015 to cast immigrants ille-
gally crossing the southern border as
violent criminals. He typically focus-
es on young, usually white, women
allegedly killed by Hispanic assailants
to drive home that message, eschew-

ing cases that involve male victims.
His opponents accuse him of cyni-
cally exploiting grieving families to
fuel his narrative that foreign-born,
often Hispanic, arrivals are part of an
invading army.

“Part of what is going on here is
an effort to stimulate xenophobia
or animus or ethnic hostility,” said
Christopher Federico, a professor of
political science and psychology at
the University of Minnesota, adding
Trump seems to be playing to racist
stereotypes that paint Latino men
as threats to “the perceived purity of
white womanhood.”

Studies generally find there is no
evidence immigrants commit crimes
at a higher rate than native-born
Americans and critics say Trump's
rhetoric reinforces racist tropes.

still, polling shows that the viscer-
al message resonates among many
voters. It is amplified by conservative
media, pro-Trump influencers online
and sometimes the grieving relatives
and friends of women killed.

Galvan, 27, blamed Nungaray's
death on Biden's easing of some
restrictions on the US-Mexico border.

“I think Jocelyn would definitely
still be here if President Trump was
our president,” Galvan said, adding
that she planned to vote for the first
time in a presidential election and
would support Trump.

Despite the lack of evidence, about
three-quarters of Republicans in a
Reuters/Ipsos poll conducted in May
said migrants in the US illegally “are
a danger to public safety.”

TRUMP ATTACKS BIDEN for record
levels of migrants caught illegal-
ly crossing the US-Mexico border.
Immigration is a major voter con-
cern, particularly among conserva-
tives.

[n response, Biden blames Trump
for urging Republicans to block a
bipartisan US Senate bill earlier this
year that aimed to toughen border
security and has portrayed Trump’s
policies as unnecessarily cruel.
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MAKE AMERICA GREAT AGAIN!

Council Bluffs, lowa r
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MICHELLE ROOT, whose daughter 5arah was reportedly killed in a car crash with a driver who was an illegal
immigrant, is greeted with a kiss from then-Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump as she takes the
stage to speak at a rally in 2016 with Trump supporters in Council Bluffs, lowa. (Jonathan Ernst/Reuters)

“Donald Trump is using the pain
and loss of American families for the
benefit of one person and one person
only: Donald Trump,” Biden cam-
paign spokesperson Kevin Munoz
said in a statement. “His sick and
dehumanizing comments do noth-
ing to make our border more secure
and are beneath the office of presi-
dent of the United States.”

A digital ad featuring wviolent
crimes and criticizing Biden was
launched last week in seven battle-
ground states as part of a push by the
conservative group Building Ameri-
ca’s Future,

The ad focuses on Rachel Morin -a
mother of five raped and killed while
jogging in August 2023 near her
Maryland home - and her accused
killer, an immigrant from El Salva-
dor in the US illegally.

“Joe Biden's open border, a night-

mare for American women,” a wom-
an’s voice says as the face of Morin's
accused killer is displaved next to
Biden's.

Trump’'s approach echoes the
oft-cited “Willie Horton™ ad attack-
ing Democratic candidate Michael
Dukakis in the 1988 presidential
campaign, according to Susan Del
Percio, a Republican strategist criti-
cal of Trump’s immigration rhetoric.

Horton was Black and critics said
the ad - which effectively boosted
Republican George H.W. Bush’s
candidacy - sought to provoke race-
based fear.

“Trump is saying, ‘We don't like
immigrants and now here's anoth-
er horrific reason not to like them.
They will come after you and kill
you,” she said.

Trump campaign spokesperson
Karoline Leavitt said Biden's bor-

der policies had allowed dangerous
criminals to enter the US and that
Trump sought to support the fami-
lies of victims.

“President Trump says their names,
calls their mothers, and stands with
their families, while Joe Biden con-
tinues to ignore their suffering and
welcomes in millions of dangerous
criminal illegal immigrants,” Leavitt
said in a statement.

Trump has used inflammatory
language to describe immigrants in
the US illegally, including that they
are “poisoning the blood” of the
country.

The parents of some victims have
welcomed Trump's efforts to pub-
licize the brutal killings while oth-
ers say he is simply politicizing the
deaths of their loved ones.

In 2018, Trump publicized the case
of Mollie Tibbetts after the 20-year-

old University of lowa student was
killed by a Mexican immigrant in
the US illegally, but Tibbetts’ father
chastised Trump at the time for
exploiting the tragedy for political
gain.

Laura Calderwood, Tibbetts'
mother, told Reuters she believed
her daughter’s murderer was a trou-
bled person but that the killing had
nothing to do with his immigration
status.

“It was an anomaly,” said Calder-
wood, a Democrat who plans to vote
for Biden. “There are lots of illegal
immigrants here and they don't go
out and murder people.”

Michelle Root, whose daughter
Sarah was killed in Nebraska in 2016
when her car was hit by a drunken
driver in the US illegally, told Reuters
that then President Barack Obama
and Vice President Biden never
responded when she wrote them at
the time to raise awareness about
the case.

Obama’s personal office and the
White House did not respond to
requests for comment.

Trump, then a presidential candi-
date, invited her to meet with him
before a rally in Omaha, she said.
The meeting convinced Root - a life-
long Democrat who twice voted for
Obama - to back Trump.

He later called her and asked her
permission to mention Sarah’s case
in his acceptance of the Republican
presidential nomination that sum-
mer, she said.

“Ifitwasn't forhim, Sarah wouldn't
have had a voice,” she said.

Patty Morin, the mother of Rachel
Morin, was “incredibly touched”
when Trump reached out to her ear-
lier this month to offer condolences,
her attorney, Randolph Rice, told
Reuters.

“During the 20-minute phone call,
the president asked about Rachel and
her family and how they are doing,”
Rice said in an email. “She has still
not heard from the Biden adminis-
tration.”
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including plurals, can you make from the five
letters, using each letter only once? No foreign
words or words beginning with a capital are

five down.
5500 allowed. There's at least one five-letter word. 2 7 3 5
AIN[T]1[C] pecvious TODAY'S GOALS:
RIAIIINIY] SOLUTION Good -13 Excellent- 17  Amazing - 21 4 9 5 2
s|i|p|e]s il - N |
SUDIES ﬂye;;sarggﬂ::;?nbs& SpLL_ITIﬂhI 5539: agin, air, ani, gain, gar, 6 g
N|E|s|T]s]| possible) gin, girn, grain, gran, grin, nag, rag, rai, rain,
© THE PUZZLE COMPANY Reference: Concise Oxford 10th Edition \[an. rani, rang, ria, rig, ring. P 2 8

NEW YORK TIMES CROSSWORD

No. 0630

PICTURE DAY
BY MICHAEL SCHLOSSBERG / EDITED BY JOEL FAGLIANO

Michael Schlossberg is an mtermist n Bend, Ope. This is his third Sunday crossword of the vear: Michaels antenna 1s always
up for theme eas — he siruck upon this one after seeing the phrase at 113-Across in-a news article. Though Michael 1s an
avid gardener, he never brainstorms themes there. "It's my happy place,” he savs

ACROSNS

1 Plant in a bloom
5 “La Vie en Rose"

singer

9 Mechanical catch

13 Seasonal decoration
from the Old French

58 Performing, perhaps

62 Wane

63 About to bloom

65 "“Ted Lassa"
footballer Jamie

67 Good name for a
nuclear engineer?

118 Sheathe

120 They're comfortable
alone or in a crowd

121 River through
Kazakhstan

122 Yarn label number
123 World capital that’s

24 Bouncer’s job

28 Vocalist Vikki

29 Sppcrnmrkm-chnin
inits.

30 Enthusiast

3] Fiinf ; German ;:
: Spanish

for “sparkle” 68 One gemstone (1665) part of the NATO 33 put a value on
19 Atypical band 72 Just manage, with u,jphuhel 34 Sorry excuse
instrument “out” 124 Viking group? for a pillowcase?
20 Path to Machu Picchu 125 Cable channel

22 World Cup cheer

23 Two lowans (1930)

713 Component of
the immune system

74 Sauce in Philippine

with horror/fantasy
programming

32 20-Across selting
38 (B stat: Abbr.
40 About 400; of a yard

25 Renovation need, cuisine '
perhaps 75 Wacky DOWN e 'q,nmp '_E.:Lq .
26 Succor 76 Feature of a Raggedy 1 "So that's your game!” :i élmkf“ deslrousty
27 Patton crossed it in Ann doll 2 Fhight iy .
1944 78 Frog-hopping: T — 46 One of two openings

28 Stulf left behind

into-waler sound

4 Knowable without

under a bridge
48 Divider’s counterpart

by an old flame? 79 Crazy Horse and kin experience &1 Boek b dunbid
=T He = 1 29 Slip in a warehouse 1 Name on a box 5 Proof of meeting OCK Or dUnke .
M A: P. S . .G. T. H B R .A 99 Part of the of fruit-flavored a celeb, say 52 Chargeable transport  |e7
A LOE A | 1/DIEA BRI M atmosphere above candy & “Hold on'” 53 Like one’s soul |1
S TORE SEARMBMRAV I maost weather 82 Minute 7 What pore in a heart-to-heart Ll
SOL \VIE| |C| 0 - DEUCE S 36 Writer buried 84 Wash out clogging can lead to o4 The T-{w'h:::} y . =
- HE ONOPENERS in a Baltimore 86 With 99-A¢ross, 8 “Oliver Twist” on scoreboards
B | ! ! | i : L l..TI'IL.lI"ﬂh}'ﬂrlj. Jfﬂ.ur ”I:'H['pl'lﬂfl;’-'i ﬂﬂtﬂgﬂn]Et aa Fresh perspeciive 112
G LIAS R . RAK E- 37 Six Basque villagers (1931) b s morteniics 57 Paragon
PALMBETEA| DERS | SNT (1987) 91 Too much, musically organizers 58 Cereal with 119
SOLEJACN S(1/S|1H|0|0]| 9 "Real Time'With Bill g7 py g S Gepsd g1 a Mega Stuf variety
B :APATIPLATOSIIOPERA 40 Souvlaki go-with 98 Unreliable narrators the doctor’s office 59 Eiﬂ;ﬁ;ﬂ-“ke 122
| Ep R E 1 E - & 1 a1 me : e - 09 See 86-Across 11 Console with ) :
::Iﬂ- IEE} v l'!i EP g E ::: é E R g S C C ; :'I}I:M $ 4] Hﬂﬁ]}'-ag 3?1“57"_%{]!1“”" 101 Prefix with genetics a wireless controller 60 “I'm ___ Git You
T T ole! e I et 42 ;}n T gLl 102 Instrument “played” 12 Business name ender ?;’fkﬂ (1888 parody 78 Kind of dish that you 88 Large building 100 Lighter igniters 115 Company that once
E. U | S. H . ED R | D. C | K. ETL .A. U .H . CHES e EME Loy in the “Bill & Ted” 13 Something to talk — wouldn't want to eat 89 Some cameras, for 102 Childish retort generated more than
EVITAMMOSEYSIMIND | AN ¢ /dorableone movies about 61 Often-frayed parts from short i 4,000 patents in a
i i v o— - pe R - 49 Runner Down Under ! iof papyrus PP L e 103 “No more [or me, i
ART .ﬁ 1AM BR | ERKF E D e : I 106 Shanties 14 Actress Graff A Pesieis s — 80 “Ya dig? 80 Country that PR single year
=1 = et FIE 50 Many moons 07 Goes strai of “Mr. Belvedere" SUINS Play il 82 “Bridesmaids" co-star  had a nonviolent ' ecurity Counci
NESSEFRESHSTARTSEIEASE 51 Modern-day :ﬂ; Ezz;;:sm:[h v« 15 Enthusiast tor short 83 Eiblic;] figure l “singing revolution” 104 When Macbeth ) HH’::: Loune
- UNIT . USEAS EMI T.S Phoenicia 111 Not in i F;E LE'" 16 Words wover into 65 It circles the earth whoae "whole body in the late 1980s fights Macduff i
- ot in the dark : iy : ! : R i
NEWBEGINNINGSEITOTALNEM 561vhostoy VoY et e Charlotte's web 66 Neighbor was likeahairy 92 Sphere 105 Politico Gallego 117 3110 of Churchills
AMADO U. ATAD SHACKSUP Ol skl Tl scolion 17 Director who is part of - L{qul"r'lﬂnt&tl'la,ﬁ.hh!. garment” 93 Kind of spending bill 198 Like some mirrors 1111.1‘:.'1]”;;-.;'.1:. dmb =
ROKUNMRAMANSHOWERHEADS i UKndoloaftsore  AndomsSpiatpack 70 SHEBonsl - 85Conhead?  4Thatsabunchof  1ig vega's constellaion by so many o'
CREE EVENBUMP IIRE UF QS| thand000pastpules, kit ... or a hint “Mangia anced like Cardi ! . I !
oy sHMoAapslrosTEDMPENT| Rigin ™ othispuzzies 21 Answeringmachine  71Vaccinecomponent g7 Ty farthings, 95 Hardlyanoop  IBMa® 4
___________ S Moyt (e It (=TT (W950ayear), theme gignal 77 Starts of some cheers colloguially 96 Kvetchers' cries 114 113-Down, in French 118 Canny
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DANIEL BOUZAGLO [S]p Ef
JERUSALEM REAL ESTATE

Call now: 077-9973185

EERMAH EDLDN‘I’ DESIGN YOUR DREAM P.F‘ARTMENT

SEVERAL OPTIONS FOR AFARTMENTS WITH HIGH CEILINGS,
STARTING 1805QM AND LARGER, ADDITINAL BUILDING RIGHTS AVAILABLE

24

L

=

PRIW J:‘-TE |G -._II I:'I:E "ZINL"r'
R

HIGH FLOOR. 136 SQM, 3.5BR -

C S

- '-_ .:";i '.f-
PAY FOR 2 BEDROOMS AMND GET

We offer in the heart of Baka,

2 bedrooms apartment in a pre-tama38 project

53 5 e

For more offers

WA r!li Mn |'.T'I ':-. .-H 55E 1_ ';, r [-_ I:-_:I m

REAL ESTATE

CENTRAL JERUSALEM

HEW DFFER LUXURY KING DAVID CHGWH TALBIEH
15 SQM SUCCAH. UPGRADED +++

GLD I(ATAMUN SBH renuuated qmet and green
2 FULL BATH, LOW FLOOR, LARGE SUCCAH ASKING 4.15M NIS

Sales

TAKAM

Your real estate network
We sell sfficiently, fast, and ot o fair price

In Mishkenot Ha"Uma - the most
luxurious penthouse in the
neighborhood about 300 sqg.m.
with a spectacular view, 2 parking
spaces, and a storage room, come
with your luggage and start living.
Exclusive to TAKAM.

Haim Medici 052-4419402

Flﬂf YEArs

ANGLOSAMON of experience
and Success

JERUSALEM

3-room garden apt. In quiet &
pastoral German Colony. easily
dividable into 2 units (ideal for clinic
studio etc.), private entrances,

Mear synagogues, parks,

Emek Refaim shops, cafes and more.
Exclusive! Anglo-5a=on Jerusalem
077-2315848 Moshe 053-6294952

Flftjr years
of experience
and success

ANGLO=SANOMN
JERUSALEM

Old Katamon In a quiet beautiful
street (Haportzim), spacious 3 room
apartment, 3 balconies lots of light.
Close to park, Palmach shops, good
schools, synagogues, museums and
theater, public transportation.
Exclusive!l Anglo-3axon Jerusalem
077-2315848 Nava 053-6249756

Teperberg Realty ..

German Colony-exclusive

Private house, 8R

Authentic, renovated,
lovely garden.

AN E XX

Tel. 02-5660262
teperbergi@zahav.net.il
www.leperberg.com

THREE !

3

- usa# 5164675892 , uk# EDE‘?'E—EI'?E-‘EIE'
Whatsapp +972 (0) 52-2636656

Fllt',r years
ANGLO-SAXON of uper]enu—.r
and success

JERUSALEM

Rare Arab—style house in the
German Colony beautifully
designed and renovated,

5.5 spacious rooms = 200 Sgq.m.
on a 730 Sg.m. plot, surrounding
garden , additional building rights,
Green, quiet & pastoral
surroundings, Mear Emek Refaim
cates and shops, parks,

cultural centers, the Jerusalem
Theatre, hotels and more.
Exclusivel Anglo-Saxon
077-2315848 Nava 053-6249756

Caspi Residence

118 sq m 4 rooms - luxury
IS 5.250,000

LI!_"l LI-WL

Ul Uy LI'I"H L

WESTERN JERUSALEM

FOR SALE

Center of town - J Tower

136 sq m 5 rooms Great
design + Furniture
Parking Storage Great view

Fifty years
of experience

ANGLO-SAXON
and success

JERUSALEM

In the heart of 5an Simon

in a green and pleasant
environment, new 3, 4 and 5 room
apartments / penthouses, in a small
“boutique” building of TAMA 38,
well planned, spacious, terrace or
garden, parking, storage,

attractive prices & payments.

Exclusive! Anglo-5Saxon jerusalem
077-2315848 llana 053-6331508

OPALONDIN

Real estate, properties and ni‘-.re_*t.tmenrﬂ

In Exclusive Private House for Sale in
lerusalem in Yemin Moshe 294 sq
m gross 4 private entrances. Divided
into 5 apartments, 12 rooms. High
ceilings Balcony and yard with
views of the wall of the Old City and
Tower of David. Handicap
Accessible. Accessible Parking

Yaron Sherman Israel number:
+972-2-5731060 +972-545 305085
U.S.number: +1-706-621-4060
opal.res@gmail.com

Visit our website:
www.yaronsherman.com

LLEJERUSALEM POST

Sales

Fifty years

of experience

ANGLO=5AXTIN
and success

JERUSALEM

In Har nof great opportunity,
4—room + optional expansion,
fully accessible, succah porch,
quality neighborhood near
synagogues, parks,
community center, shops etc.

Anglo=Saxon Jerusalem
077-2315848 Itsik 053-6201529

50

l-'1H'.' ars
of Expert-ence
and sSUCCess

ANGLOSAXON
JERUSALEM

Private Villa on Shmaryahu Levin 5t.
Mear Bayit Vagan, 10 rooms,

210 Sg.m. built on 520 Sg.m. plot.
Green and pastoral location,
magnificent panoramic view of
judean Hills, jerusalem Forest & Mt.
Herzel. Building rights for 4 units,
great potential! .

Exclusive! Anglo—Saxon Jerusalem
077-2315848 | 053-2436220

TAKAM =

Your real estate network
Wl lfﬁ!l-lﬂ'rﬂ'r. fast, and at & fair price

In Kiryat Moshe must be sold at a
price below the market value, new
building, & rooms + balcony with a
view, excellent airflow, storage
room, and 2 parking spaces,

first come, first served.

TAKAM = Hadassah 058-4931070

50

FJH'.' TS
of Experwnce

e i and success

JERUSALEM

The nicest house in Picturesque Ein-
Kerem! 268 sgqm 9-room luxurious
Tuscany style villa, spacious garden,
beautiful view, Authentic,

well designed (conveniently divided
to 3 separated apartments).

Easy access and lots of parking! .
Exclusive! Anglo-5axon
077-8044850 Aime 053-5444717

@ANDMMA

REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
MEIR SHIRAZI #E4L FaraTn
972-54-5666420

JERLISALEM - ISRAF]
panorama.sr@gmailloom

AR S ) g

In Ramat Beit Hakerem!!! In a solid
and special building a 5-room
spacious, well maintained, and
bright apartment, amazing location
close to a commercial center and
public transportation,

covered parking + storage room.
Price: NIS 4,350,000.

Moving out 8/24.

Meir Shirazi 054-5666420.
panorama.isr@gmail.com

German Colony

Private house 500 sq m

Lily Lemt Property Consultant
+972-50-5248930

WWW.LILY.CO.IL LILYLEWIT@GMAIL.COM

] 054-4366390 | 054-8350543
AVAILABLE ALSD IN |

REAR PENTHOUSE
FOR SALE IN THE BEST
LOCATION IN BAKA!

In a small Arab building with
an elevator! 4 spacious rooms
with high ceilings, big Sukkah
balcony+ a large rooftop
terrace (in exclusive use), 4 air
directions, great potential!
asking price 5.5 m Shekels

Ella0544366390
Itzchak 0548350543

Rentals

Talbiyah/German Colony On the
prestigious Dor V'Dorshav Street

a 3-room apartment, 90 sg.m.,
special and renovated, plus a
garden, parking, covered and
spacious storage, double toilets, and
a separate entrance. Unoccupied.
ltamar +972-52-4761415.

Fifty years
of experience

ANGLO-SANDMN
and success

JERUSALEM

In Ramat Beit HaKerem a beautiful
4-room penthouse (130 sgm,
originally 5 rooms), completely
designed & renovated, fully
accessible, double parking space,
storage, high quality building.
Anglo-Saxon 077-2315848
053-2436220

7
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SOUTHERN JERUSALEM

Sales

OPAL 7X9IX

Heal estate, properties and investments

An Amazing Historical Building for
Sale in Jerusalem in Baka by the
Orient Hotel. Special with lots of
character! One of a kind! Located on
a 500 sg m plot With 600 sgm built
area on two floors With option to
add another 400 meters Divided to
10 apartments + a store 3 private
parking spaces High ceilings
Amazing deal

Yaron Sherman Israel number:
+972-2-5731060 +972-545 305085
U.S.number: +1=-706-621-4060
opal.res&gmail.com

Visit our website:
www.yaronsherman.com

-1 +9725083505043

UNIQUE GARDEN
APARTMENT FOR SALE IN
ARNONA BORDER OF BAKA!

Inasmall Arab house, full of
character. 3.5 rooms with a private
entrance, very high ceilings. two
charming balconies, private garden.
great condition!

Asking price 3.69m

Ella 0544366390

ltzchak 0548350543

CLASSIFIED

NIV

AMISHKENOT
—

;.."'
o~
—
e
-

BAKA-5 rooms apartment 170 sgm
and 28 sgm balconies in a boutic
building in a quiet street storage
11000000 MNIS

Michael 052-3202488

Real estate, pmrj-ﬁ'-l"tl[“. and investments

An Amazing Penthouse in Rechavia
border Talbiya 3 bedrooms Sukkah
terraces (54 sq m) to a breathtaking
view Elevator New building

Price: 6000,000 M1S

Yaron Sherman lsrael number:
+972-2-5731060 +972-545305085
U.S.number: +1-706-621-4060
opal.res&@gmail.com

Visit our website:
www.yaronsherman.com

NIV

AMISHKENOT
—

M

BAKA — 5 rooms 130 sgm in a
newish building and balcony 12
sqm, storage, parking and elevator
7100000 MNIS

Michael 052-3202488

since 1985 , for sale/rent - exclusivity!

S_h m Jerusalem & its vicinity

www.shalibo.com
K E & LT Y

Office: 02-5340461
Meiry Ovad: 054-8066030020

Ramat Raziel

(Moshavim | Jerusalem | Mevasseret
Motza lllit

privaie land 586 sgm, gn-xl lecation, veew! Machala, 1.5 dunam, BR 470 scpm, greal price|
ae il Aminadav '

buddirg rigrhs 220+ 62 BR, for 1 unit Machala 3 dumams, 130 sqm house, 670 BR

Your address for

Exclusive Mini Penthouse
for Sale in Jerusalem in
Rehavia/Shaarei Chesed

Garden Apartment (178
sqm) for Sale in a New
Boutique Building in

Facing Alharizi St. Herzliya Pituach
Appx 180 sq m on one Garden (196 sq m)
floor level Private Pool

Opal Real Estate Services ‘:’F:L'mf'l"‘*

For more detalls. Yaron Sherman Tel: «972-2-5731060 Cell phone: 0545305085
Visit our website: wwwiyaronsherman.com Email opal.res@gmail.com

<|=1| Luxurious Historic villa

: In the German Colony, Jerusalem

i‘m

Bt | "'-n-h

0. 54AKOHN
fhs BRTETE

wesscanijbeasae 2o
JERUSALEM

T
ira W

600 sqg.m. built area + 260 sq.m. garden & courtyard,
private land. State-of-the-art infrastructure, full
A/C, water-based underfloor heating, balconies,
private parking (up to 4 cars). Original house built in
the 1880's (expertly restored and renovated). Two
additional floors and red-tiled roof newly added.
Four exposures. Full of character - original & modern
combined. A residential secure room (*“Mamad”).
Near synagogues, parks, Jerusalem Theater,
Emek Refaim shops, cafes and more.

Ya'akov 053-6110152

Office 077-9968746 | www.anglo-saxon.co.il [

@ﬁhﬂc}mm

-~

-

REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT o~
MEIR SHIRAZI REAL ESTATE ADVISOHR — N]Jjwmn
972-54-5666420 "'# l HUHSHHENOT

JERLUSALEM « ERRAEL
Parnoramaa.l 5r|’g:'gmall.-:.um

F———-——

In Ramat Sharett (Pinchas Rosen)i!! ARNOMA-penthouse
5.5-room duplex renovated alnd 120 SQM with balcony 80 sgm
special, private entrance, spacious 4590000 MNIS

rooms, quiet, close to the Bayit
Vagan neighborhood, a roof of
about 70 sq.m. attached to the
apartment in the Land Registry
Tabu, lots of options,

price MIS 4,250,000.

Clearing - flexible.

Meir Shirazi. 054-5666420
Panorama.isr@gmail.com

Elisheva 052-6724003

MDY

AMISHRENOT
R

M

NEAR BAKA-New luxurious
penthouse 180 sgm and 40 sgm
balcony with view on

the Temple Mont

9800000 NIS

Michael 052-3202488

TAKAM =

Your real estate network
Vi el efficiently, fast, and at a fair price

For sale - one of a kind in Holyland
in front of a spectacular view,
5.5rooms, private entrance + large
yard with a swimming pool + 2
parking spaces, worth seeing.
TAKAM. — Haim Medici
052-4419402

JERUSALEM SUBURB5S

Sales

Fifty years
of experience
and success

JERUSALEM

Mevaseret Zion in the newest &
maost prestigious project — "Country
& Park”, a large luxurious 120 Sg.m.
4-room apt., huge private garden,
private parking & storage,

fully accessible, near park, shops,
country club, cafes & restaurants.
ANGLO-5AXON, MEVASERET:
077-8044850 Beki 053-6110630
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ENTERTAINMENT BILLBOARD
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KAMN HD (Y/H11)

06:00 Moming News - Israel at War
07:00 This Morning - with Shaul
Amsterdamski
?&ﬁ Elman Lihermanm

i a - with Keren
MNeubach Ao
12:00 The Grand Trip 2 - Episode 1
;:IIE:IJS Life According to Dvir - 2. The

u

13:33 The Future is Here - Episode 2
14:08 Tom Yaar: Cooking with
Grandma 2 - Episo
15:00 The World Today - with Yoav

Zehavi
gﬁ:ﬂﬂ Game of Pockets - with Liel
zer
6:45 The Five O"Clock Edition -
with Maya Rac
18:05 Through the Looking Glass -
with Guy Zoh
18:20 UEFA Euro 2024 - Pre-Game
Studio
19:00 UEFA Euro 2024 - France-Bel-
ium
58 The Evening News - with
Michal Rabinovic
22:00 The Chase 8 - Episode 6
23:00 Through the Looking Glass -
with Guy Zoh

23:15 Night News - with Akiva

Novick
23:55 UEFA Euro 2024 - Post-Game
Studio

KESHET HD (Y/H12)

06:00 News Flash

06:10 The Morning Headlines
07:00 News Flash

07:08 The Morning News with Niv
Raskin

09:30 News Flash

09:35 Special Broadcast - Nesli
Barda and Yoav

11:00 A view of the Arab kitchen
11:40 Dancing with the Stars - One
hand lift

13:00 Special News Broadcast -
Elmaz Mangisto

15:00 Today"s edition - With Gay

Pel

16?35 Five With Raffi Reshef
17:55 6:00 PM with...

192:00 Special News Broadcast -
Keren Marciano

19:55 Main Edition

21:30 The Amazing Race 2024
23:15 Gu:g Pinnes

23:40 Avri and Sherki

RESHET HD (Y/H13)

06:00 This Morning with Omer and
Rotem - Previ

07:00 This Morning - Omer Yardeni
& Rotem lsra

09:30 News Flash

09:35 Starting the Day - Elad and
Yarden

10:00 News Flash

10:05 Starting the Day - Elad and
Yarden

11:00 News Flash

11:05 5tarting the Day - Elad and
Yarden

12:00 MNews Flash

12:05 The Legal Countdown -
Doron Herman

12:40 Behind the Money

13:00 Mews Flash

13:05 Behind the Money

13:15 The Tube - Guy Lerer

13:40 Vort - Neshama

14:00 Mews Flash

14:05 Vort - Neshama

14:52 Vort - Gil and Liat"s Decision
15:00 MNews Flash

15:05 Vort - Gil and Liat"s Decision
16:00 Showtime - Adi & Miki

16:58 Today”s Talk - With Lucy Aha-

rish
17:59 Almog at Six
18:59 War Zone - Raviv Druker

19:55 The Main News Edition
21:15 Blackspace 2 - One of the
Brave Ones

22:30 The Tube - Guy Lerer
23:12 The Sports Magazine
23:15 The Past Day - With Tal Ber-

man
23:45 The Order of the Day: Real
Estate

00:00 New Love - Season Premiere

HOT CHANNEL 3 (H3)

08:26 The Cood Fight 2

09:18 Bad Mothers

10:03 Refaeliz 2

10:34 Blinded

11:192 A Million Little Things 2

12:02 Bad Mothers

12:47 Refaeliz 2

13:17 Northemn Expc:sure 6

14:04 The Good Fight 2

14:56 of Our Lives

:;5?5? The Young and the Restless,
r.

16:14 The Bold and The Beautiful (2

eps)

'igs:ﬂﬂ Days of Our Lives

:?:4? The Young and the Restless,
r.

18:18 A Million Little Things 2

19:00 Blinded

19:47 Refaeliz 2

20:20 Sisi 2

21:16 A Million Little Things 2

22:00 Refaeliz 2

22:32 Northern Exposure 6

23:20 Sisi 2

00:13 The Good Fight 2

HOT ISRAELI ENTERTAINMENT

T e e e —— N B S mR e s e

gg:gj] Renewal of Broadcasts at
08:00 My Sister Jackie 2

08:24 Spin

08:51 MNasrin 2

09:18 The Cham

09:54 Love Is Just around the Cor-
ner

10:26 The Game of Life

11:13 Psych Talk

11:39 Nasrin 2

12:08 Refaeliz 2

12:36 Spin

13:02 Multiple

13:27 Multiple

13:53 The (_El{lam

14:28 Love Is |ust around the Cor-
ner

15:01 The Game of Life

15:46 Refaeliz 2

16:16 Spin

16:40 The Champ

17:15 Love |s Just around the Cor-
ner

17:48 The Game of Life

18:34 Masnn 2

19:06 Refaeliz 2

19:35 Spin

20:00 Champ

20:39 Love Is Just around the Cor-

ner
21:11 The Game of Life

21:58 Desert Rose

22:24 Spin

22:52 Refaeliz 2

23:21 The Cham

00:00 Love Is Just around the Cor-

ner

00:33 The Game of Life
01:20 Spin

01:44 rt Rose

02:12 Psych Talk

02:38 Psych Talk

03:08 MNasrin 2

03:37 My Sister Jackie 2

%ﬂ%ﬂ Renewal of Broadcasts at

HOT HBO (H4)

08:00 Renewal of Broadcasts at
09:35

09:35 My Brilliant Friend

10:35 Sﬂmeb-cﬁf Somewhere 2

11:05 H»ap%If arried 2

11:49 Cry

12:46 The Allegation

13:21 My Brilliant Friend

21 st Somsyher?
: appi i

15:36 Cr}fp&flgrf

16:33 The Allegation

17:09 Hollington Drive

17:57 Hapé\:?y Married 2

18:42 Cry Wolf

19:35 The Allegation

20:10 La Storia

21:10 My Brilliant Friend

22:00 House of the Drag

23:00 Mary & George

23:58 Locking 2

00:29 House of the Dragon 2

HOT ZONE (H5)

07:11 FBI: Most Wanted 4
07:54 Law & Order: SVU 25
08B:36 SWAT7/

09:19 NCIS: Hawaii 2
10:00 Magnum Pl 5 (Part 2}
10:42 Station 19 5. 3

11:25 Law & Order: Organized
Crime 4

12:07 Law & Order: SVU 25
12:49 FBI: Most Wanted 4
13:32 NCIS 20

14:15 SWAT 7/

14:58 NCIS: Hawaii 2
15:39 Station 19 5. 3

16:22 Law & Order: SVU 25
17:04 Magnum Pl 5 (Part 2)
17:46 FBl: Most Wanted 4
18:29 SWAT7

19:12 Law & Order: Organized
Crime 4

19:54 NCIS: Hawaii 2
20:35 Station 19 5. 3
21:18 Law & Order: SVU 25
22:00 SWATY

22:43 law & Order 23
23:25 FBl: Most Wanted 4

YES TV DRAMA

06:00 Malkat
06:35 Smother
07:30 |ulia 2 (Series 2023)

08:20 Mancy Drew 4

09:05 Hotel Portofino 2

10:00 The Bold And The Beautiful
2020-2021

19(!:3 The Young And The Restless
4

11:05 Malkat H Shel salam
11:40 Smuﬂ'rer?ﬂﬁ ey
12:35 llii[ﬂ 2 (geries 2023)

13:23 Nan rew 4

14:05 Hotel Portofinog 2

15:00 Malkat Hayofi Shel Jerusalam
15:33 Nancy Drew 4

16:15 The Bold And The Beautiful
2020-2021

lggu The Young And The Restless
17:20 Smother 3

18:15 Julia 2 (Senes 2023)

19:05 Elsbeth

19:55 The Bold And The Beautiful
2020-2021

Igﬂtlﬂ The Young And The Restless
4

21:00 The Traitors

22:00 We"re Here 4

23:00 Succession 4

00:39 Elsbeth

01:29 The Flatshare

02:16 Succession 4

YES TV ACTION

06:07 Chicago Fire 8

06:50 Chicago Fire 8

07:31 Rabbit Hole

08:16 Law & Order: Organized
Crime 2

08:59 Law & Order: Organized
Crime 2

09:44 Di Ray 2

10:32 Ncis 21

11:15 Chicago Fire 8

11:58 Chi Fire 8

12:40 Rabbit Hole

13:23 Law & Order: Organized
Crime 2

14:04 Law & Order: Organized
Crime 2

14:49 In The Dark 4

15:29 In The Dark 4

16:11 Chicago Fire 8

16:54 Chicago Fire 8

17:38 Di Ray 2

18:26 Ncis 21

19:08 Rabbit Hole

19:53 Law & Order: Organized
Crime 2

20:35 |law & Order: Organized
Crime 2

21:18 Fbi: International 3
22:00FB.l 6

22:45 Fbi: Most Wanted 5
23:30 Kvodo

00:08 Line Of Duty 6

01:08

01:53 Third Day, The 1

02:50 Kvodo

YES TV COMEDY

06:00 5nl 47
07:10 The Neighborhood 4
g;‘ﬁ '{;he Mei hban .':m::u[;1 4

: 'ou u
08:25 Tﬂu% & Hu%g 2
08:50 Grown-Ish 4
09:15 Grown-Ish 4
09:46 Parks And Recreations 5
10:11 Parks And Recreations 5
10:36 The Neighborhood 4
11:01 The Neighborhood 4
11:26 Young & Hungry 2
11:51 Young & Hungry 2
12:22 Grown-Ish 4
12:47 Grown-ish 4
13:12 Marrnied With Children 9
13:38 Married With Children 9
14:05 Parks And Recreations 5
14:30 Parks And Recreations 5
14:55 Schitt"s Creek
15:20 Schitt"s Creek
15:45 How | Met Your Mother 5
16:10 How | Met Your Mother 5
16:35 Young Sheldon 5
16:55 Young Sheldon 5
17:15 Marmed With Children 9
17:40 Marrned With Children 9
18:05 Schitt”s Creek
18:30 Schitt"s Creek
18:55 How | Met Your Mother 5
19:20 How | Met Your Mother 5
19:45 Young Sheldon 5
20:05 Young Sheldon 5
20:25 Married With Children 9
20:50 Married With Children 9
21:15 Schitt”s Creek
21:40 S5chitt™s Creek
22:05 How | Met Your Mother 5
22:30 How | Met Your Mother 5
22:55 Young Sheldon 5
23:15 ‘ﬁ:rung Sheldon 5
23:35 Married With Children 9
00:00 Married With Children 9
00:25 Entourage 3
00:54 Entourage 3
01:24 The Neighborhood 4
01:49 The Neighborhood 4

MIDDLE EAST TV (Y109/H150)

11:00 Rawhide

12:00 Touched by an Angel

13:00 The 700 Club

14:00 Make Today Count with Lau-
rie Ditto
14:30 Supernatural Love of Yeshua
15:00 The Rifleman

15:30 The Rifleman

16:00 Cunsmoke

17:00 Rawhide

18:00 ILTV Weekly Review

18:30 t"s Supernatural

19:00 The 700 Club

20:00 Touched by an Angel
271:00 One America Mews Network

on 2

i Shel jerusalam

22:00 It"s Supernatural

22:30 Israel Daily

23:00 Manna Fest with Perry Stone
23:30 Wonders Without Numbers
with David Rives

00:00 Insider

00:30 The Rifleran

01:00 The Rifleman

HISTORY (Y37/H43)

06:00 The lran-Israel War - 3
06:43 State Behind The Scenes
07:35 The lran-Israel War - 3
08:17 The Iran-Israel War - 3
09:00 The lran-lsrael War - 3
09:43 The lran-Israel War - 3
10:25 The Iran-Israel War - 3
11:07 The Iran-lsrael War - 3
11:52 The Iran-Israel War - 3
12:34 The Iran-srael War - 3
13:17 The lran-srael War - 3
13:59 The lran-Israel War - 3
14:42 The Iran-Israel War - 3
15:25 The Iran-Israel War - 3
16:07 The lran-Israel War - 3
16:49 The Iran-lsrael War - 3
17:34 The Iran-lsrael War - 3
18:16 The Iran-Israel War - 3
18:58 The Iran-lsrael War -3
19:40 The Iran-lsrael War - 3
20:23 The lran-lsrael War - 3
21:06 The lran-lsrael War - 3
21:48 The Iran-Israel War - 3
22:30 The Iran-srael War - 3
23:13 The lran-Israel War - 3
23:55 The lran-srael War - 3
?1349 The Food That Built America
01:21 The Mega Brands That Built
America - 2

?.E‘!:ﬂi The Curse Of Oak Island 11 -

02:47 Pawn Stars 24 - 19

03:28 American Pickers 20 - 16
04:13 The Bermuda Triangle: Into
Cursed Waters

15]'4.:455 History™s Greatest Mysteries

CLASSICA HD
06:00 Beethoven: Symphony MNo. 6

%aiﬁn k}

:44 Telemann: jesus liegt in letz-
ten Zugen

07:00 Bach: Cello Suite No. 5
07:25 Bach: Brandenburg Concerto

No. 4 (2021)
07:41 Organ Works by |. 5. Bach
anderer

08:38 Semi-final: Mils
08:58 Dance on Screen

09:57 Schumann: Fantasie in C,
{33. 17

10:27 Classica Spotlight

11:03 Pierre Boulez - A Life for
Music

12:03 Vocal Works by Puccini,
Leoncavallo

12:35 Brahms: Symphony No. 4

ser-Most

3:16 Bach: Partita No. 2 and Sona-
ta No. 3
14:14 Bellini-Liszt: Reminiscences de
Norma
14:30 Classica Spotlight
15:01 Europakonzert 2012: Vienna
16:30 Bach: Brandenburg Concerto
MNo. 3 (2021)
16:42 Dance: Wild Cursive
17:46 Mozart: Sinfonia Concer-
tante, K 364
18:21 Berlioz: The Damnation of
Faust éRatﬂe}
20:36 Documentary 2017: Liszt
Competition
%} :1? f&lﬂlﬂ Frn.}l 5: M_inhsim

: assica
2200t shoadla o)
2 aydn: n ;

{2001) ympnony
00:04 Rimsky-Korsakov: Kitezh Suite
00:27 Classica Spotlight
01:00 Wagner: Das Rheingold

gﬁ?zﬁﬂ Bach: Mass in B minor,

BWv 2

YES DOCU (Y8)

08:45 Life Of Crime 1984-2020
Since 1984 jon Al has followed
the lives of three criminals. In
this third film, he returns to his char-
acters and the sad stories of their
lives... 2021.

10:45 lcons Unearthed 2 Ep.6
“lcons Unearthed 2: The Simpsons”.
6 part docu-series. Brian Volk-Weiss
explores the history of the legendary
long-running animation show “The
Simpsons” and its undeniable
impact on pop-culture. 2022
11:30 Belushi Using previously
unheard audiotapes recorded short-
after john Belushi's death, director
|. Cutler’s documentary examines
the too-short life of ﬂme-in—ﬁ:?er-
ation talent. Dir. R.). Cutler. L
13:15 Ennio Documentary film
about the life and work of
endary Italian composer Ennio Mor-
ricone. Dir. Giuseppe Tornatore.
italy, 2021
15:45 Take That: Odyssey - Greatest
Hits Tour “Take That: Od -
Greatest Hits Tour”. The documenta-
ry chronicles concert tour by English
band “Take That”, in support
.E;ﬁi]r reatest hits album, Odyssey
16:50 The Invisible Pilot - 1 A new
series set out to investigate the story
of Gary Batzner, a father of five who
was recruited by the CIA and
biecame ﬂ'reaﬁmandwhn leaked mf
“lrangate” affair during Reagan
I;enmg%. 2022, 9
17:45 Clinica de Migrantes An
unprecedented look into the work-
ings of one of the only health clinics
that serves America’s untouchable
class: undocumented immigrants.
Dir. Maxim Pozdorovkin. 2016.
18:25 Suited The story of “Bindle
and Keep|, a Brooklyn tailoring com-
pany that makes custom suits
gender-nonconforming and trans-
gender clients, following a range of
le on the gender s m...
ir. Jason Benjamin. 2016.
19:40 The Lady And The Dale - 1
From Emmy-winning producers
Mark and Jay Duplass comes a doc-
umentary series exploring an auda-
cious 19/0s auto scam centered
around a mysterious entrepreneur
Elizabeth Carmichael. 2020.
20:35 Seeking Fire Filmmakers lan
Bawa and Quan Luong travel the
country meeting with |i:a:| that
are financially free, while also explor-
ing their own relationship with
m . Dir.: lan Bawa, Quan Luong.
Canada. 2022.
22:00 Master Of Light After being
incarcerated for ten years, George
Anthony Morton, a classical
trained Afncan-American artst,
returns to Kansas City, to paint the
key figures of his turbulent past. Dir.
Rosa Ruth Boesten. 2022.
23:25 Where Is Baby Gabriel? Ep.1
Gabriel Johnson has been missing
since 2009. Seven months old at the
time, his disappearance shook the
nation. Was baby Gabriel really mur-
dered, or was he given up for adop-
tion? Dir. Thomas er. 2023

CHANNEL 8 (H8)

06:00 Renewal of Broadcasts at
Mnmin?h

06:02 This Is jJoan Collins
07:40 Strangest Things

08:29 Hitlers Secret Life
09:19 Hezbollah
10:18 The Syringe Killer
11:08 This Is Joan Collins
12:48 Strangest Things

13:34 Hitlers Secret Sex Life
15:20 The Syringe Kil

. e iller
16:08 This |3"n';?ﬁ:nuim
17:50 H ah
18:50 Hitler's Secret Sex Life
19:40 The Syringe Killer
20:29 Strangest Things
21:15 100 Days that rocked the
kingdom
22:20 Dating Death
23:04 s0 called selfish life
00:20 100 Days that rocked the
kingdom
01:25 Dating Death
02:08 My so called selfish life
03:24 100 Days that rocked the

kingdom
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC (Y41/
H46)

06:15 lce Road Rescue 6 - 7. White

Out Warrior

07:02 Filthy Riches 2 - 3. Big Gator,
Small Bo

07:48 Wicked Tuna: Outer Banks
Showdown - 1. N

08:33 Air Crash Investigation 14 - 9.
Steep Im

09:20 Air Crash Investigation 14 -
10. Carnage

10:07 Drain The Oceans 1 - 9. Ult-
mate Battles

10:58 Ice Road Rescue 6 - 8. High
Roads, High

11:45 Filthy Riches 2 - 4. Monster
Storm
12:31 Wicked Tuna: Outer Banks

Showdown -2. D

13:15 Primal Survivor: Escape The
Amazon - 2.

14:02 Lawless Island 4 - 13. Squibb
Game

14:46 Lawless Island 4 - 14. A Win-
ter”s Feast

15:31 Air Crash Investigation 16 - 1.
Killer A

16:17 Air Crash Investigation 16 - 2.
Deadly M

17:03 Car 5.0.5. 9 - 2. Fiat X1-9
E’ﬂ? Scence of Stupid 6 - Episode
}g:ﬂ Science of Stupid 6 - Episode
18:37 Drain The Oceans 1 - 1.
Deadly Pacific

19:27 Brain Games 2 - 11. llusion
Confusion

19:51 Brain Games 2 - 12. Battle of
the Sexes

20:16 Ultimate Supercar: Compila-

tion Season 2

21:00 Europe from Above: Season

21146 Cordo Ramsay: Uncharted
H on : Un -

Season 4 - 2.

22:31 Construction Fails - Episode 2

23:21 Ulimate Supercar: Compila-

tion Season 2

00:01 Gordon Ramsay: Uncharted:

Season 4 - 2.

00:46 Primal Survivor: Extreme Afri-

can Safani

01:32 Ultimate Survival WWII - 3.

Death Railwa

MEZZO FULL (H195)

10:192 InterMezzo A selection of
short musical clips and artmusic -
enjoy a variety of genres from Jazz to
Classical music.

11:00 Malkki, josefowicz: Perry,
Adams, Ives | Concerigebouw
Orchestra and Leila Esefﬂ'.ﬂ.ri::z (vio-
lin) led by Susanna Malkki orm
wiorks bg,hjulia Perry, john ms,

and Charles Ives sterdam,
ED}_‘EQ

12:23 Semyon Bychkov,Augustin
Hadelich: Dvorak rak: In Natures

Realm, concert overture, Op. 91,
Violin Concerto in A minor, Op. 53,
%mglmny MNo. 8 in G major, sg
Foxdeiich (violin) d by Semyon B
elich (violin n Byc-
hkov. 2023. R
14:04 InterMezzo A selection of
short musical diPS and artmusic -
enjoy a variety of genres from jazz to
Classical music.
14:30 Rameau: Hip us and Ari-
cia Opera in 5 acts. Freiburger Baro-
ckorchester and Staatsopermchor led
by Simon Rattle. Anna Prohaska (Ari-
ﬂ, Magdalena Kozena (Phaedra),
nane Queiroz (Oenone), Elsa
Dreisig (Diana). Berlin, 2018.
17:02 Mozart: Piano Concerto MNo.
27 Berliner Philharmoniker led I:E'
Daniel Barenboim orms Woll-
gang Amadeus Mozart’s Piano Con-
certd No. 27 in B-flat major K. 595.
Siemens-Villa, Berlin, 1989,
17:35 InterMezzo A selection of
short musical clips and artmusic -
enjoy a variety of genres from jazz to
Classical music.
18:00 Beethoven: Piano Concerto
No. 2 Staatskapelle Berlin led by
Daniel Barenboim performs Ludwig
Van Beethoven’s Piano Concerto Mo.
2. KlavierFestival Ruhr, Germany,
2007.
18:35 Beethoven: Piano Concerto
No. 1 Staatskapelle Berlin led by
Daniel Barenboim performs Ludwig
Van Beethoven'’s Piano Concerto No.
1. Klavierfestival Ruhr, Essen, Germa-

- 2007,

19:16 Beethoven: Piano Concerto
No. 3 Staatskapelle Berlin led by
Daniel Barenboim performs Ludwig
Van Beethoven's Piano Concerto NoO.
3. KlavierFestival Ruhr, Germany,
2007,

19:57 Beethoven: Piano Concerto
Mo. 4 Staatskapelle Berlin led by
Daniel Barenboim performs Ludwig
Van Beethoven’s Piano Concerto Mo.
4. KlavierFestival Ruhr, Germany,
2007.

20:37 Beethoven: Piano Concerto
Mo. 5 Staatskapelle Berlin led by
Daniel Barenboim performs Ludwig
Van Beethoven'’s Piano Concerto Mo.
5. KlavierFestival Ruhr, Germany,
2007,

21:30 Mitten Dance documentary.
Anne Teresa De Keersmaeker (chore-
ography), Jean-Guihen Queyras
g_zelln , Rosas company. 2018.

:23 Gergely Madaras: Franck,
Chopin, Dvorak Classical concert.
Orchestre Philharmonigue Royal de
Liege and Gergely Madaras (con-
ductor) performng works by Franck,
Chopin and Dvorak . With Jan Lisiec-
ki (piano). Liege, 2021.
00:05 Carmina Burana by Edward
CINLE.Q SNG Maribor Opera Ballet,

SNG Maribor Symphony Orchestra,
SNG Maribor Opera Choir. Music:
Carl Orff, choreographer: Edward
Clug, conductor: Simon Krecic. Lju-
bljana Festival, 2023.
01:15 Bernard Haitink: Mahler’s 7th
- Berlin Classical concert. Berliner
Philharmoniker and Bernard Haitink
{conductor) performing Mahler’s
symphony no. 7 in E minor. Philhar-
monie, Berlin, 1992,
02:37 InterbMezzo A selection of
short musical clips and artmusic -
enjoy a variety of genres from Jazz to
T
nu ngo - Lugano
Estival Manu Dibango accompanied

Michael Alido, jean Pierre Coco,

o Longue, Mana Lovensosse, Val-
enie Lobe, Michel Malecani, Adriam
Rabenga, Florance Titti, Brice Wonas-
si, Hetti Sina. Lugano, 1983.

05:10 Sun Ra stra - Lugano Jazz

Festival Sun Ra Arkestra orms at

Ll?arm |azz Festival, 1985.

05:56 |ack Dejohnette - Lugano
Estival Jack Dejohnette (Band-

eader, drums), Howard Johnson

Bhone), Jo Purcall (SZxophone),

and Rufus Reid (Double bass) per-
form at Estival Jazz, Lugano, Switzer-
land, 1985.

MOVIES

Eonb S Sy ey iy S

06:24 The Professor and the
Madman The creation story of the
first edition of the Oxford English
Dictionary in the mid-19th century.
Cast: Mel Gibson, Sean Penn. Dir.:
Farhad Safinia (Ireland, 2019).
08:28 The Italian Job Thieves

an to pull off the heist of their lives
creating Los Angeles la

st traf-
fic jam ever. With Mark Wahlberg,
Charlize Theron (2003
10:19 Miss Sloane Thriller. Miss

Sloane is a successful lobbyist, but
Pwe il acversary, VActory UGt
powe rsary, v m
come at a very hi rﬁ price.%rﬂ"lﬁgassi-
ca Chastain, Mark Strong. (2016).
12:30 The Hunger Games: The
Ballad... “The Hunger Games: The
Ballad of Songbirds & Snakes”. Cori-
olanus Snow mentors and develo
feelings for the female District 12
tribute. Cast: Rachel ler. Dir.:
Frands Lawrence (USA, 2023).
‘IS:EW F.Anz Drama. In

st- | era Arizona youn

mmy Fabelman aipiﬁ tﬂ%ecc:me
a filmmaker, but soon discovers a
shattering family secret. Cast:
Michelle Williams. Dir.: Steven Spiel-

berggﬁh, 2022).

17:34 The Next Three Days Wjen
a man’s wife is arrested for murder-
ing her boss. he spends the next few

years trying to get her released from
il, unfil he decides to break her out.
ith Russell Crowe, Liam MNeeson,

Moran Atias (2010)

19:46 Bohemian Ilhalpsndglr

Drama. The of the legen Ie:c?.

British rock band Queen and

singg Freddie Mercury, leading up

to their famous performance at Live

Aid (1985). Cast: Rami Malek. Dir.:

Bryan Singer (UK, 2018).

:00 The 355 A ClA agent joins
fonces with 3 international agents on
a mission to retrieve a
weapon that fell into mercenary
hands. Cast:essica Chastain, Penelo-

szﬂﬂ. Dir.:5imon Kinberg (USA,
00:02 The Gentlemen An Ameri-
can EHB&I tries to sell off his highly
profitable marijuana empire in Lon-
don, triggering plots, schemes, brib-
ery a ackmail. Cast: Hugh
Grant, Colin Farrell. Dir.: Guy Ritchie

SA, 2020).

:55 The De Two men
from opposite sides of the law are
undercover within the police and
the Mafia, but violence erupts when
discoveries are made. With Leonardo
DiCapnio, Jack Nicholson. Dir. Martin
Scorsese (2006)

06:03 Interstellar A team of
explorers travel through a wormhole
in an attempt to find a new planet
and ensure humanity’s survival. With
Matthew McConaughey, Anne
Hatlmuag, siCa tain, Michael
Caine (2014)
08:49 Paradise Highway Thriller.
A truck driver has been forced to
smuggle illicit cargo to save her
brother from a deadly Hisnn gang.
Cast: Juliette Binoche, Morgan Free-
man. Dir.: Anna Gutto (USA, 2022).
10:43 Corrective Measures
Action. Tensions between inmates
and staff heighten in the world’s
most-dangerous maximum securt
[IJ_en'ttentiar}f. Cast: Michael Rooker,
om Cavanagh. Dir.: Sean Patrick
{J’Rei‘I!Iy SA, 2022).
12:28 The Burning Sea Thriller. A
submarine operator makes a daring
descent to the ocean floor to save
the man she loves from a sunken oil
ig. Cast: Kristine Kujath Thorp. Dir.:
}20 ﬂ.‘?‘] )Andmas Andersen (Norway,
14:14 Chaos Walking Action.
Two unlikely companions embark
on a perilous adventure through the
badlands of an unexgalﬂred planet Ia_f.
try to escape a dan us reali-
tl?nféast: Tom Holland. Dig's:m[}nug
Liman (USA, 2021).
16:02 2: The Trench Action.
A research team encounters multiple
threats while exploring the s of
the ocean, including a malevolent
mining operation. Cast: jason
Statham. Dir.: Ben Wheatley (USA,

2023).

17:57 Exodus: Gods and Ki
Moses rises up against the Egyptian
pharach, setting 600,000 He

slaves on a monumental inume:,f of
escape. With Christian Bale, Joel Edg-
erton, Ben Kingskey, Aaron Paul. Dir.

RLdI%Smtt. 1

20:25 The Silencing Thriller. A
reformed hunter living in isolation
on a wildlife sanctuary becomes
involved in a deadly game of cat and
mouse. Cast: Nikolaj Coster-Waldau.

Dir.: Robin Pront (Canada, 2020).
2200 Vice Science - Fiction. A sen-
tient robot that escaped from a
futuristic park is being chased b
mercenaries and a young cop. Cast:
Bruce Willis. Dir.: Brian A. Miller

USA, 2016).

3:36 7500 Thiriller. When terror-
ists try to seize control of a flight, a
co-pilot struggles to save the Tives of
passengers and crew. Cast:r_]jnﬂep‘x
Gordon-Levitt, Aylin Tezel. Dir.:Pat-
rick Vollrath (Germany 2019).
01:09 Backtrace The lone surviv-
ing thief of a violent armored car
robbery is sprung from a high secu-
rity facility and administered an
Exﬁyerimental drug. Dir.: Brian A.

ler (USA, 2018).
02:46 Countdown Horror. When
a nurse downloads an app that
claims to predict the moment a per-
son will die, it tells her she only has
three days to live. Cast: Elizabeth Lail.
Dir.: Justin Dec (USA, 2019).

HOT CINEMA 3 (H18)

06:24 Long Shot |ournalist Fred
Flarsky reunites with his childhood
crush, Charlotte Field, now one of
the most influential women in the
world. Cast: Seth Rogen, Charlize
Theron. Dir.: jonathan Levine (USA,

%
08:28 | Give it a Year Romantic. A
lock at the trials and tribulations of a
newlhywed couple during their first

ar of marriage. Cast: Rose Eﬁme,

e Spall. Dir.: Dan Mazer (UK,
2013).
10:05 Hit & Run A former get-
away drh-lerpfeﬂpardizes his Witness
Protection Plan identity in order to
help his airlfriend get to Los Angeles.
With Bradley Cooper (2012)
11:45 50 Undercover A tomboy
private investigator goes undercover
as a sorority girl to protect a coed
whose father is set to testi inst a
dangerous mobster. With Mi
gyms, jeremy Piven, Kelly

sboume.( 2012)
13:19 ce Christmas Party
When his uptight CEO sister threat-
ens to shut down his branch, a man
throws a Christmas party to try to

land a big cli but the ets
way out grf hand. With jerE:r?ifrE'r ini:fr-
ton (2016)
15:04 20th Century Women
The story of a teenage bay, his
mother, and two other women
who help raise him amid the love
and freedom of Southern California
of 1979. With Annette Bening, Elle
Fanning, Greta Gen\rii‘{}_'m
17:01 ht at the Museum
Comedy. A night security guard at
the Museum of Natural History dis-
covers that an ancient curse causes
the animals to come to life. Cast:
Ben Stiller, Robin Williams. Dir.:
Shawn Levy (USA, 2006).
18:49 § Comedy. An aban-
doned dog teams up with other
strays to revenge on his former
owner. Cast: Will Ferrell, Jamie Foxx.
Dir.: Josh Greenbaum (USA, 2023).
20:22 The List Cnmedg. r her
fiance sleeps with a celebrity on his
free pass list, Abby sets out for Los
es to sleep with someone
from hers. Cast: Halston Sage. Dir.:
Melissa Miller Costanzo (USA,
2023).
22:00 Along Came Polly A but-
toned up newl finds his too
organized life falling into chaos
when he falls in love with an old
classmate. With Ben Stiller, lennifer
Aniston, Alec Baldwin (2004)
23:30 How to Make Love Like
an Englishman Comedy. A char-
ismatic English professor at
Cambridge falls for his student and
a married book editor. With Pierce
Brosnan, 5alma Hayek (UK, 2014).
01:10 The Hangover Part 3
When 3%3 of their own is Icitd— G
nap an angry gangster,
%ﬁa[k must ?r!;tk %m*?n M.
Chow, who has escaped from pris-
on and is on the lam. With Za
Galifianakis, Bradley Cooper, Ed
Helms (2013)
02:51 A Case of You A young
writer tries to impress a girl he
meets online with an embellished
profile, but he finds himself in a real
mess when she falls for him. With
Justin Long, Evan Rachel Wood.(
2013)

HOT CINEMA 4 (H19)

07:31 Freeheld Drama. Laurel
Hester and her registered partner
Stacie Andree e to secure Hes-
ter’s pension benefits when she is
diagnosed with terminal cancer.
Cast:julianne Moore. Dir.:Peter Sol-
lett (USA 2015).

09:15 The Son Drama. Peter has
his life with new partner Beth and
their baby thrown into disarr
when his ex-wife turns up with their

teenage son. Cast: Hugh Jackman
Laura Demn. Dir.: Florian Zeller (UK,
2022).

11:16 Before We Go Drama. A
woman gets stuck in Manhattan for

a night and meets a charismatic
street musician. Cast: Chris Evans,
Alice Eve. Dir.: Chris Evans (USA,
2015).
12:52 Invictus Drama. Trying to
unite the apartheid-torn South’ Afri-
ca, Melson Mandela enlisted an inte-
atrgted national rugby team for the
rid Cup. Cast Damaon,
Morgan Freeman. Dir.: Clint East-
wood (USA, 2009).
15:05 Bernard and Doris The
story of the twilight years of tobacco
billionairess Doris Duke and her s
cial relationship with herﬂ?a butler.
With Susan Sarandon, R pg Fiennes
To:ad
6:48 Disobedience Drama. A
young woman returns to the Ortho-
dox Jewish community that
shunned her for her iontoa
female childhood friend. Cast:
Rachel Weisz. Dir.: Sebastian Lelio
K, 2017).
8:42 My Happy Ending Drama.
A famous actress finds herself in a
British hospital room with three
other women who help her. Cast:
Andie MacDowell, Minam Margoly-
es. Dir.: Tal Granit, Sharon Maymon
UK-srael, 2023).

:11 American Pastoral A col-
lege star and his bea ueen wife
watch their seemingly perfect life fall
apart, as their da joins the tur-
moil of 1960s America. With Ewan
M::Gre%]r, lennifer Connelly {2016)
22:00 No Country for Old Men
When af;l'gxas réunte:;i tali:es a stash of
money from a drug deal gone
wrong, he is pu rsu%d across the
state by a hit man. WithTommy Lee
I%EE_E er Bardem. Dir: joel Coen

200 Carol Drama. In the conser-
vative 1950s in the US, an aspiring
female photographer develops an
intimate relationship with an older
woman. With Cate Blanchett,

Rooney Mara (2015)

01:55 Ba n Drama. The rise
and fall of multiple characters during
an era of unbridled decadence and
depravity in early Hollywood. Cast:
Brad Pitt, Margot Robbie. Dir.:
Damien Chazelle (USA, 2022).

YES MOVIES DRAMA (1)

08:36 Real Women Have
Curves A bright and ambitious girl
who just graduated from high

school wants to go on to college
but her mother Ras other ideas. With

America Ferrara, Lupe Oliveros

SE{IJE
0:04 One After hooking u
at their mlleg?ea]:a:iuaﬁﬂn, D'Ettef
and Emma are shown every year on
the same date to see where are
in their lives and their relationship.
‘h'gﬁTMne Hathaway, Jim 5turgess
1:52 American Splendor An
original mix of fiction and reality
illuminates the life of comic book
hero everyman Ha Pekar. With
Paul Giamatti, Hope Davis, Jona-
than Pekar. (2003
13:34 The Gathering Storm A
love story offering an intimate look
inside the marriage of Winston &
Clementine Churchill (Albert Fin-
ney & Vanessa Rede%fave} during a
articularly troubled time in their

ives. Dir: Richard Loncraine.
UK-US, 2002

15:15 Shooting Stars A look at
the young life of basketball star
LeBron james. Feature film adapta-
tion of LeBron James and Buzz
Bissinger’s book “Shooting Stars’.
With: Marquis Mookie Cook,
Wood Harris. Director: Chris Robin-
son. USA, 2023.

17:12 Iron Jawed Angels
Drama. Defiant activists take the
5uﬁr?ﬁ§i movement %sturm, put-
ting their lives at risk to help
women win the right to vote. With
I-Egﬂrg Swank, Anjelica Huston

19:16 Foxcatcher Two olympic
wrestling champion brothers team
up with multimillionaire sponsor
|nhn E. du Pont - a union that
eads to unlikely circumstances.
With Steve Carell, Channin

Tatum, Mark Ruffalo {E!‘.}H?
21:30 Race A biographical drama
following Jesse Owens' s quest to
become history’s greatest athlete
and the one who defied Hitler's
vision of Aryan supremacy at the
1936 Olympics. With Stephan

ames. (2016)

3:45 hbor Adoulph
South America, 1960. A lonely and

rumpy Holocaust survivor convine-
es himself that his nevw neighbor is
none other than Adolf Hitler. With:
David Hayman, Udo Kier. Director:
Leon Prudovsky. lsrael-Colombia-Po-

land, 2022.

00:54 May December Twenty
years after their notonious tabloid
romance gri the nation, a mar-
ried couple buckles under pressure
when an actress arrives to do
research for a film about their past.

2023,
YES MOVIES ACTION (2)

08:08 Sherlock Holmes: A
Game Of Shadows Brilliant detec-
tive Sherlock Holmes and his sidekick
Dr. Ehﬂn are Du; l:cgf et their fierc-
est adversary yet, ; iarty,
after ur‘nc::nw_n'!::Eg)E his diabol 'E:;FE‘;DL
With: Robert Duwne?r Ir., Jude Law.
Dir. Guy Ritchie. 2011.

10:17 Transformers: Rise Of
The Beasts During the “90s, a new
faction of Transformers - the Maxi-
mals - join the Autobots as allies in
the battle for Earth. With: Anthony
Ramos. Dir: Steven Caple |r. 2023,
12:24 of Tomorrow An offi-
cer finds himself caught in a time
loop in a war with an alien race. His
skills increase as he faces the same
brutal combat scenarios. With Tom
Cruise, Emily Biunt, Bill Paxton
(2014

14:18 13 Minutes Four families in
a Heartland town are tested in a sin-
gle day when a tornado hits, forcing
paths to cross and redefining the
meaning of survival. With: Thora
Birch, Amy Smart. Director: Lindsay
Gossling. USA, 2021.

16:07 Summit Fever A daring
dream to scale the world's most
challenging tric of mountains soon

turns into a terrifying nightmare for
a group of friem!: \ﬁﬁﬂ’l: %an Phil-

lippe, Hannah New. Di r: julian
&?ﬁg UK, 2022,

18:03 Gods of Mortal hero

Bek teamsup with the god Horus in
an alliance against Set, the merciless
od of darkness, who has usu
g}fgsf. throne, With Brenton Thwait-
es, Lerard Butler, Nikolaj Coster-Wal-
dau (2016)
20:10 Bloodshot (2020) Action.
e bybiarb de el
rou i su -
ers b?an organization that wants to
use him as a weapon. With: Vin Die-
sel. Dir: David 5. F. Wilson. 2020.
22:00 Significant Other (2022)
A young couple take a remote back-
mck}ng trip through the Pacific
I &ﬂ"rwem facelsj niﬁ events
eadin to realize that every-
thing gbout the place is not as it
seems. Directors:
Dan Berk, Robert Olsen. 2022.
23:26 The New Daughter When
a single father moves his children to
an isolated farm, .his dau%l’ger
exhibits strange behavior that might
have to do with a nearby burial
round. With Kevin Co - lvana
quero (2009).
00:07 Prisoner Of War Aka
Rewvolt In the war-rav. Kenyan
countryside, a U.5. soldier and a
French foreign aid worker team u
to survive an alien onslaught. :
Lee Pace, Berenice Marlohe. Direc-
tor: joe Miale. USA, 2017.

YES MOVIES COMEDY (3)

08:37 ) the Broom Com-
. Two completely different fami-

lies gather on the weekend for a
ding. With Angela Bassett

|;|2EII1 1&

0:30 View From The Top A
small-town woman exerts all effort
to achieve her goal of becoming a
flight attendant. Cast: Gwyneth Pal-
trow, Christina Apple%te* Mark Ruf-
falo, Candice Bergen. Dir. Bruno Bar-

reto. USA, 2003.
11:59 A Christmas Match
Corey who works in her mom’s
antique shop, puts on a Christmas
nt in honor of her late father.
n a man visits her store, she
wonders if she should have left town
to follow her dream of becoming a
theater director. 2019.
13:25 Mamma Mia! The story of
a bride-to-be trying to find her real
father, told using hit songs by the
m)puhar 1970s group ABBA. Cast:
eryl Streep, Pierce Brosnan, Colin
Firth (2008
15:15 A Good Doctor On Christ-
mas, Serge is the unlr on-call emer-
gency doctor available. Struck by a
crippling back-ache, he gets help
from a pizza delivery boy who will
need to step in the doctor’s shoes.
Dir. Tristan Seguela. France, 2019.
16:46 Pirates (2022) Three eigh-
teen-year-old friends journey from
Morth to South London to celebrate
MNew Year's Eve at the tum of the mil-
lennium. With: Hliot Edusah, Reda
Elazouar. Dir: Reggie Yates. 2021.
18:08 Tango Shalom A Tango
dancer and a rabbi develop a plan
to enter a dance competition with-
out sacrificing his orthodox beliefs.
Family, tolerance, and community
are tested one dazzling dance step
at a time. 2021.
20:04 How to Be a Latin Lover
Dumped after 25 years of marriage,
a man who made a career of seduc-
ing rich older women must move
in‘with his estranged sister. With
Salma Hayek, Eugenio Derbez
(2017)
22:00 The Heartbreak Kid
Comedy. A newlywed man who
believes he’s just gotten hitched to
the perfect woman encounters
another lady on his honeymoon.
Cast: Ben Stiller, Malin Akerman,
Michelle Mnna%gan. Dir.: Bobby &
Peter Farrelly. , 2007,
23:56 Spin Me Round A woman
wins a tnp to a company’s gor-
geous “institute” outside of Flor-
ence, and also the chance to meet
the restaurant chain’s charismatic
owner. With: Alison Brie, Jake Pick-
ing Director: |eff Baena. 2022,

:41 This Is 40 A look at the
lives of Pete and Debbie, the mar-
ried couple from the movie
“Knocked Up”, as they “celebrate”
turning 40 and deal with their mid-
life crisis. With: Paul Rudd, Leslie
Mann, Megan Fox. Dir. jJudd Apa-
tow. 2012

EUROSPORT

E?:liiﬂl Snooker Masters in London,
ina
09:30 Mountain Bike World Series
1I:g_ﬂ Fencing European Champi-
onshi
E'l : Snooker Masters in London,
ina
14:30 Tour de France 2023 5Stage 2
17:00 Tour de France 2023 Stage 5
19:30 Fencing European Champi-
onshi
21:00 The Minute
El *-IIJE Snooker Masters in London,
ina
23:00 Tour de France 2023 Stage 2
01:00 Tour de France 2023 Stage 5
EI:EIIH Snooker World GP in UK,
na
04:30 Tour de France 2023 Stage 2
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IPO to close 23-24 season
with 10 July concerts

* By SARAH HERSHENSON

he Israel Philharmonic
I Orchestra 2023-24 con-
cert season has been
most unusual. It began in
October 2023 with the IPO
airing a live television broad-
cast called “Salute to Israel” in
the Charles Bronfman Audi-
torium in Tel Aviv. However,
Maestro Lahav Shani conduct-
ed the IPO for an audience of
online viewers.

After the October 7 massacre,
the regulations necessitated
that the auditorium be empty,
save for the posters of the faces
of each of the 200+ hostages
adorning the seats.

Nevertheless, the regula-
tions have changed, and the
IPO asserted itself and resumed
concerts before live audienc-
es. Nine months later, Maestro
Shani is bringing the 2023-24
season to a close, and this time,
the auditorium will be full.

Giving respect to the 120-
plus hostages remaining in
the hands of Hamas, Shani is
leading the IPO in 10 perfor-
mances in three series of con-
certs, with three different solo-
ists testifying to the resilience,
unity, and determination of
the conductor, the audience,
and the orchestra. Although
this season has been fraught
with changes due to the ongo-
ing war, the IPO performed a
full roster of concerts with first-
class soloists and conductors

“Our hearts are always with
the families of the abductees,”
said Secretary General of the
IPO Yair Mashiach. “We are
blessed to have their presence
at orchestra concerts as well
as special initiatives such as
recordings and performances
of works dedicated to them and
remembrances on the concert
stage.”

“We performed during the
war,” explained Mashiach,
“except when security direc-
tives prohibited cultural events.
We held concerts through-
out the year, which included

LAHAV SHANI
(Marco Borggreve)

chamber concerts and events
in memory of those lost, for
the families of the kidnapped,
for the volunteers in hotels and
hospitals, and the families of
the evacuees. We are honored
to have had the opportunity to
provide moments of comfort
through the power of music
during these challenging
times.”

The first series of closing con-
certs will have Shani on the
podium conducting the world
premiere of a new orches-
tral work, titled The Prison-
er's Dilemma, composed by
Michael Seltenreich, one of
his generation’s most popular
composers. This composition
was commissioned by the
[srael Philharmonic in col-
laboration with the Munich
Symphony Orchestra and the
Ernst Siemens Music Founda-
tion. It will be performed again
later this year by the Munich
Philharmonic at the Lucerne
Festival.

Seltenreich explained, in
conversation with The Jerusa-
lem Post, that the title “Prison-
er’s Dilemma” comes from the
famous “game-theory thought
experiment,” noting that there
was no “story” behind the
piece.

“1 wrote the piece in the
months following the Octo-

ber 7th events and generally
looked inwards for inspiration.
My feelings are complex and
layered, and the piece was my
outlet for those feelings,” he
said.

The IPO organized a pre-con-
cert talk, led by Seltenreich,
an hour before the concert,
during which he will answer
questions and dispel fears.
“My music is meant to convey
music, a language that excels
when it is abstract,” he posited.
“Where the piece meets every
audience member (differently)
is what makes it interesting for
me. [ hope there will be a wide
range of interpretations. There
is no wrong way to listen to
the piece and no wrong way to
interpret it.”

TURNING BACK to the eve-
ning’s program, the solo artist
is acclaimed violist Tabea Zim-
mermann, who will perform
the Viola Concerto by Alfred
Schnittke with the orchestra in
four performances in Tel Aviv,
Haifa, and Jerusalem between
July 3 and July 7. Zimmerman
is a soloist and chamber musi-
cian par excellence whose
command of the repertoire
bridges the centuries. She is
a champion of music of the
20th and 21st centuries, per-
forming the 5chnittke Violin
Concerto with important con-
ductors and orchestras all over
the world.

Stepping into the Romantic
period, the concert will con-
clude with the magnificent
and beloved Symphony No.
5 by Peter llyich Tchaikovsky.
Programing and blending new
works with familiar favorites is
a mission of the IPO.

Alisa Meves, the artistic direc-
tor of the Israel Philharmonic,
explained, “It is our firm belief
that music, like anything else,
cannot survive without inno-
vation. The premiere of Le Sacre
du Printemps (by Igor Stravin-
sky) in 1913 caused a sensation
between those who immedi-
ately fell in love with the piece

and those who utterly disliked
it. Today, it is considered one of
the greatest works of the 20th
century.”

“Not every new work can
easily be understood or turned
into a masterpiece. However,
we believe it is our duty to keep
looking for and encouraging
voung composers by making
their works heard,” Meves said.

The first series of closing con-
certs will take place on July 3
at the Rappaport Auditorium
in Haifa, July 4 and 5 at the
Charles Bronfman Cultural
Hall in Tel Aviv, and July 7 at
the Sherover Auditorium in
Jerusalem.

The second series will show-
case the Beethoven Triple Con-
certo for violin, cello, piano,
and orchestra in Tel Aviv at the
Charles Bronfman Auditorium
and Haifa Rappaport Audito-
rium. Maestro Shani will con-
duct from the piano, joined by
PO wviolinist and concertmas-
ter Dumitru Pocitari and 1IPO
principal cellist, Haran Melzer.
The Beethoven Triple Concerto
(for trio and orchestra) is the
only concerto that Beethoven
composed for more than one
solo instrument, and it has
been played and recorded by
the best trios and orchestras
worldwide.

The third series of three con-
certs in Tel Aviv will bring one
of the world’s leading violinists,
Leonidas Kavakos, perform-
ing Violin Concerto 2 by Bela
Bartok onstage with Maestro
Shani and the [PO. The second
half of the program is devoted
to luxuriating in the beauty of
Symphony No. 6 (Pathetigue)
by Tchaikowvsky.

On Friday afternoon, July 19,

Kavakos will again perform the
Bartok Violin Concerto with

Maestro Shani and the IPO
with the delightful addition of
Ravel's La Valse and the popu-
lar Intermezzo series presenter,
Kobi Meidan, bringing the IPO
2023-24 season to a close.

For more information, visit ipo.
co.il or call *3766.

Versatile Martin Mull mastered
the art of always being right for the job

APPRECIATION
= By ROBERT LLOYD

F:rr anyone lucky enough to have expe-
r

ienced the long arc of his career, the

death of droll, dry, deadpan Martin

Mull, Thursday at 80, feels like the end of
an era.

A writer, songwriter, musician, comedi-
an, comic actor, and, out of the spotlight,
a serious painter, Mull was a comfortingly
disquieting presence — deceptively normal,
even bland, but with a spark of evil. Martin
Mull is with us, one felt, and that much at
least is right with the world.

There was a sort of timelessness in his
person. As a well-dressed, articulate young
person, he seemed older than his years; in
later years, owl-eyed behind his spectacles,
he came across as oddly boyish.

He leaves behind a long, uninterrupted
string of screen credits, beginning with
Norman Lear’s small-town soap-opera
satire Mary Hartman, Mary Hartman and
including regular roles in Roseanne and
Sabrina the Teenage Witch, recurring parts
on Veep and Arrested Development, and
guest shots ranging from Taxi to Law &
Order: Special Victims Unit and in such films
as Mr. Mom, Clue and Mrs. Doubtfire.

And so it seemed he would always be
around and working. Even so, his appear-
ances were never quite expected or in the
expected place. But he was ever welcome
and always right for the job.

Like Steve Martin, his friend and junior
by a few years, he was an accomplished
instrumentalist; as a purveyor of witty
comic songs, he was in the tradition of
Tom Lehrer and Flanders and Swann and a
peer of Dan Hicks, with whom he shared a
taste in floral-print shirts.

He was a countercultural cabaret artist
who set himself apart from the countercul-
ture and, again like Martin, he dressed well
in an age when younger comics let their
hair grow long and wore street clothes to
distinguish themselves from their suit-and-
tie elders.

But where Martin was a flurry of flapping
arms and legs, Mull worked from a place

ACTOR MARTIN MULL in 2018.
(Earl Gibson lI/Getty Images/TMS)

of stillness; indeed, his early appearances
found him seated. His musical stage act,
christened Martin Mull & His Fabulous
Furniture, found him in his signature prop,
a big armchair, leaning forward over his
big, hollow-body guitar (“Ever seen one of
these before? It’s electric. You'll be seeing a
lot of those in the near future”). Later, he
leaned back as Barth Gimble, the host of
the talk show parodies Fernwood 2 Night
and America 2 Night. Even his solo spots
on The Tonight Show, on which he was a
reliably hilarious, blue-streak-talking guest,
usually playing off his career in show busi-
ness, were delivered sitting.

On Mary Hartman, Mary Hartman, Mull
played Garth Gimble, an abusive husband
who died impaled on the star of a Christ-
mas tree; one would say that Garth had to
die in order that Barth, his twin brother,
might live. On the spun-off Fernwood 2
Night, Mull as Barth and Fred Willard, as
confidently dim sidekick Jerry Hubbard,
created a telepathic double act in which
they could seem antithetical expressions
of a single character. Together, the talk
shows lasted only two summer seasons,
but because of their weeknightly appear-

ance - they adopted the form of the thing
parodied — produced 130 episodes, giving
them cultural weight. (You may find them
extracted all over the Internet.)

MULL GREW up in North Ridgeville,
Ohio, not far from Fernwood in the map of
the imagination, and white insularity was
a theme in his comedy.

My first Mull memory came with the
1973 album Martin Mull & His Fabulous Fur-
niture in Your Living Room! which opened
with a version of “Dueling Banjos™ plaved
on tubas and included a “Lake Erie delta”
blues song, purportedly learned from his
real estate agent grandfather; it was per-
formed on a ukulele with a baby bottle
used as a slide: “1 woke up this afternoon/
Both cars were gone/l felt so low down
deep inside/l threw my drink across the
lawn.”

The History of White People in America,
he told David Letterman, would exam-
ine “what, if anything, has the white
Anglo-5axon Protestant done in this coun-
try since World War L. It'll be taking a pretty
good hard look at that.”

A memorable episode of Fernwood exhib-
its a Jewish person stopped for speeding as
he passed through town as something of
an exotic animal, for the benefit of Fern-
woodians who may have “actually never
seen a real live Jew before.” “I hope that
seat’s all right,” Barth says, welcoming his
guest. “ I'm not sure what you're used to.”

Like many great comedians — the Marx
Brothers and W.C. Fields before him, or
Martin and Albert Brooks in his own time
- Mull was a temperamental outsider who
achieved the success of an insider, while
remaining essentially untamed.

It’s not beside the point that he was, from
first to last, a serious artist, with undergrad-
uate and graduate degrees from the Rhode
Island School of Design - where, it does
not seem too coincidental to mention, the
Talking Heads were later born.

He would refer to show business as a “day
job” that allowed him to pursue painting.

We were lucky he needed the work. (Los
Angeles Times/TNS)

REVELERS ENJOY the Glastonbury Festival in Pilton, Somerset, Britain, on Saturday.
{Dylan Martinez/Reuters)

Glastonbury rife with
pro-Palestinian calls

“I wonder if the Palestinian flag-waving
people at Glastonbury 2024 give a thought
to the yvoung people massacred at Nova,”
read the tweet.

Coldplay, which made it a point during
its current tour to emphasize the plight of
the hostages, brought Palestinian-Chilean
singer Elvanna on stage for their Glaston-
bury headline slot on Saturday.

Towards the end of band’s set, frontman
Chris Martin called for unity at “what
could be perceived to be a very divided
time on Earth.”

“Thank you for giving us and me
restored faith that most humans can gath-
er together very peacefully with all differ-
ent flags, all different colors, all different
genders, sexualities, ages, everything, and
just sing and have a good time and ice
cream. There's no fighting, nothing like
that,” he said.

* Reuters and Jerusalem Post Staff

The iconic Glastonbury Festival tak-
ing place in Britain featured many
displays of Palestinian identification,
[rom performers and attendees alike.
Palestinian flags flew liberally through-
out the five-day festival, with pop superstar
Dua Lipa dancing over to the display to get
them in the camera shot for the audience.
Blur’s Damon Albarn, who made a sur-
prise appearance during Bombay Bicycle
Club’s set on Friday, asked the festival-go-
ers to cheer if they were “pro-Palestine”
and agreed that there was an "unfair war”

going on in Gaza.

One Twitter user pointed out the lack
of any mention during the festival of the
Israeli hostages being held in Gaza or the
hundreds of Israelis who were massacred by
Hamas at the Nova Festival on October 7.

Kinky Friedman, singer,
raconteur, novelist, and Texas
Jewboys frontman, dies at 79

* By ANDREW SILOW-CARROLL/
JTA

inky Friedman, the
cigar-chomping, mus-
tachioed Texan coun-

try singer and mystery nov-
elist whose body of work often
seemed like the un-kosher mar-
riage of the Borscht Belt and
the Bible Belt, died June 27
from complications of Parkin-
son’s disease. He was 79.

As frontman for the flam-
boyant 1970s country group
Kinky Friedman and the Texas
Jewboys, he was notorious for
satirical songs such as “They
Don’t Make Jews Like Jesus
Anymore,” a raucous sendup of
racism, and “Get Your Biscuits
in the Oven and Your Buns in
Bed,” which poked fun at fem-
inism.

He could also turn serious,
with songs dealing with social
issues such as abortion and
commercialism. His 1973 song
“Ride 'em Jewboy” is a haunt-
ing elegy on the Holocaust,
recorded by Willie Nelson and
sung in concert by Bob Dylan.
The lyrics transform cowboy
cliches into a rumination on
Hitler's victims:

Now the smoke from camps
a-rising

See the helpless creatures on
their way

Hey, old pal, ain't it surprising

How far you can go before you
stay?

The Jewboys broke up in the
mid-1970s and Friedman spent
much of the next decade in
a haze of drugs. In the mid-
1980s he cleaned up and began
writing a series of successful,
raunchy, comic mystery novels
whose main character is him-
self. He wrote more than 20
books, all on a manual type-
writer.

One reviewer, the actress and
author Fannie Flagg, described
his writing as “Raymond Chan-
dler on drugs, if Chandler had
possessed a tremendous sense
of humor.”

[n 2006 he ran for governor of
Texas, looking to unseat incum-

&

KINKY FRIEDMAN styled
himself after popular
American satirists Will Rogers
and Mark Twain. (Ta)

bent Bepublican Rick Perry in
a bid that went from joking to
serious. His campaign materi-
al included a 13-inch talking
action figure and bumper stick-
ers that read, “My governor is
a Jewish cowboy.” His official
campaign slogan was “Why
the hell not?” He considered
himself tough on immigration,
pro-choice, anti-capital punish-
ment, and a proponent of alter-
native fuels.

[n time, his campaign gath-
ered force as a serious quest
to shake up Texas politics,
break down traditional party
machines, and reach out to a
dramatically disaffected elector-
ate.

“In the last election for gover-
nor, only 29% of eligible voters
went to the polls,” Friedman,
known as “the Kinkster,” told
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency’s
Ruth Ellen Gruber that year.
“Seventy-one percent didn't
vote - they didn’t like the choice
between paper and plastic.”

In the end, Friedman placed
fourth in the six-person race,
receiving 12.6% of the vote.

BORN RICHARD Samet Fried-
man in Chicago in 1944, he
moved with his parents to Texas
as a baby and earned his nick-
name in college from his curly

hair. His parents were educators
who ran a summer camp for
mainly Jewish children at Echo
Hill Ranch, the 400-acre spread
where Friedman would come
to live in a small but rambling
lodge.

“We had services every Friday
night, and Kinky would play
the guitar,” Ellen St. Clair, who
spent four summers at Echo
Hill, told JTA in 2006.

The property is also home
to the Utopia Animal Rescue
Ranch, a home and adoption
center for abused and aban-
doned dogs that Friedman
helped found.

He attended the University
of Texas at Austin, where he
majored in psychology. Fried-
man proudly recalled that
during their time as members
of the Jewish Tau Delta Phi fra-
ternity he and a friend, Nathan
“Chinga” Chavin, tried to admit
African-American  students,
an effort that was ultimately
thwarted.

After graduating in 1966, he
served in the Peace Corps in
Borneo. After returning from
the Peace Corps, he formed
Kinky Friedman and the Texas
Jewboys, at a time when hybrid
“country rock” bands - includ-
ing The Band, the Eagles, and
Buffalo Springfield — were rising
up the charts. The Jewboys drew
a cult following - and occasional
protests, as when the Nation-
al Organization for Women
awarded Friedman its “Male
Chauvinist I'ig Award” in 1973.

In early 1976, he joined Dylan
on the second leg of the Rolling
Thunder Revue tour. Friedman
claimed to have been the first
“full-blooded” Jew to take the
stage at the Grand Ole Opry.

Friedman would cite Mark
Twain and the humorist Will
Rogers as his heroes, and the
inevitable comparisons were
not far off.

“These days,” he once said,
“there are many people around
the world who listen to the
songs that made me infamous
and read the books that made
me respectable.”*
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