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hard-Right National Rally wins first round
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By Henry Samuel in Paris
and Joe Barnes

MARINE LE PEN declared her party
had “practically wiped out” Emmanuel
Macron after winning the first round of
voting in the French election.

Ms Le Pen’s National Rally (RN)
trounced Mr Macron’s ruling centrist
alliance, exit polls last night showed,
raising the prospect of an anti-immigra-
tion, anti-Brussels government in Paris.

Mr Macron'’s gamble to call a snap vote
after a bruising defeat to Ms Le Pen’s
party in the European election appears
to have spectacularly backfired. The
nationalist leader’s party was seen as
winning about 34 per cent of the vote,
while the Left-wing New Popular Front
came second with about 29 per cent and
Mr Macron’s Together coalition third
with 20.5-23 per cent, according to vari-
ous polls. Speaking after results were
declared, Ms Le Pen said she was seek-
ing an “absolute majority” in the second
round of voting next Sunday.

“Democracy has spoken and the
French have put the RN and its allies at
the top, practically wiping out the
Macron camp,” Ms Le Pen told support-
ers after the polls closed. “We need an
absolute majority so that [RN leader]
Jordan Bardella can be appointed prime
minister in a week’s time.”

The first round of the voting saw the
biggest turnout for a parliamentary
vote in nearly four decades, in what was
considered a referendum on Mr
Macron’s leadership. But with France
having a two-round system, the final
results will not become clear until next
Sunday’s run-off vote.

Last night’s result left the French
president and the country’s Left-wing
bloc plotting strategies to stand down
candidates in the hope of beating
National Rally in the second round of
voting. Mr Macron called for the crea-
tion of a “broad alliance” to block a
hard-Right victory. “Faced with the
National Rally, it is time for a large,
clearly democratic and republican rally
for the second round,” he said.

His prime minister, Gabriel Attal,
said: “Not a single vote must go to the
National Rally.

“The far Right is at the gates of
power,” he warned, saying his party

would desist in 60 constituencies to
support “republican” candidates
against the RN.

Edouard Philippe, the ex-prime min-
ister, urged prospective MPs who fin-
ished third to withdraw to prevent wins
for candidates from the hard-Right and
hard=Left. “I therefore consider that no
vote should be cast on the candidates of
the National Rally or those of rebellious
France, with whom we diverge, not
only on programs, but on fundamental
values,” he said in a televised statement.

Projections put National Rally poten-
tially winning between 230 and 280
seats in the 577-seat National Assembly,
with an outside chance of an absolute
majority. The Left-wing alliance was on
course to win between 115-145 seats and
the Macron camp between 115-145 seats.
The Right-wing Republicans could win
30-50 seats. If the hard-Right party can |
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Ms Le Pen was re-elected MP in S ¥ . |
Jude Bellingham keeps England’s Euro 2024 hopes alive with a spectacular overhead equaliser in injury time, watched by Harry

Hénin-Beaumont in the first round after
winning more than 50 per cent of the
vote. Yesterday’s results have been
described as “a political earthquake”
putting France on the brink of hard-
Right leadership for the first time since
the Vichy regime collaborated with
Nazi Germany. Ms Le Pen has spent the
last decade trying to “detoxify” National
Rally by shedding its hard-Right and
anti-Semitic roots.

A National Rally victory, with Mr
Bardella, 28, becoming prime minister
would create untold headaches for Mr
Macron. Mr Bardella has promised to
challenge his authority on defence and
foreign affairs if he wins power. Mr
Bardella called for voters to “remain
mobilised in a final effort” to send his
party to power. He branded the second
round as “one of the most decisive votes
in the history of the Fifth Republic”.

The prospect of a National Rally gov-
ernment has spooked France’s fragile
financial markets. Investors fear that
the government risks being pushed to
borrow more by the hard-Right party.

Analysis: Page 13
Ramal Ahmed: Page 16
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Kane who would go on to score the winner

against Slovakia in Gelsenkirchen last night. While it was far from a brilliant display, the team now play Switzerland on Saturday Fans ready for the final, page 3; Sport, pages 1-7

Putin is hoping for Labour victory, says Sunak

By Daniel Martin and Amy Gibbons

RISHI SUNAK today warns voters that
Vladimir Putin is hoping for a Labour
victory as the general election cam-
paign enters its final week.

Speaking to The Telegraph, the Prime
Minister says the UK’s staunch support
of Ukraine means that “Russia does not
want us to be re-elected”. In a final
appeal to stave off a Labour super-
majority, he accuses Reform leader
Nigel Farage of “appeasing” Moscow
and claims that Sir Keir Starmer would
cut defence spending “on day one”™.

Mr Sunak said: “The Conservatives
have stood up to our adversaries to pro-
tect British interests and British values
time and time again. We have stood
shoulder to shoulder with Ukraine
against Russian aggression and we will

keep doing so if re-elected. It is clear
from the evidence, Russia does not
want us to be re-elected.

“Putin would like nothing more than
for Britain to step back, to appease his
aggression rather than face it down and
that is what will happen with another
party in power.

“Nigel Farage has talked of appeasing
Russia which will only play into Putin’s
hands and Labour will cut UK defence
spending on day one. This will
embolden our enemies and send a sig-
nal to our allies that Britain is not with
them anymore.

“We cannot allow that to happen.
Vote Conservative on 4th July”

The last-minute intervention comes
amid reports that Russia is attempting
to bolster Reform’s prospects on July 4
with a coordinated social media cam-

paign. The Australian Broadcasting
Corporation (ABC) claims to have
uncovered a network of five Facebook
pages “spreading Kremlin talking
points” ahead of the UK election, with
some encouraging support for Nigel
Farage’s party.

It isunderstood that Richard Holden,
the Conservative chairman, has written
to Simon Case, Britain’s top civil serv-
ant, and Sir Tim Barrow, the national
security adviser, urging them to inves-
tigate.

It comes as the polls show the Tories
are heading for a landmark defeat. They
go into Thursday’s election 20 points
behind Labour, and face being reduced
to just 100 seats in the House of Com-
mons.

The intervention is a sign of a change
of policy at Conservative party head-

quarters, moving from ignoring the
threat posed by Reform to attacking Mr
Farage’s party.

Mr Farage dismissed claims that Rus-
sian-inspired bots are interfering in the
election as “cobblers”.

The Tories are also keen to highlight
what they see as Labour’s failings on
defence.

Although the party has pledged to
increase defence spending to 2.5 per
cent of national income, it has not put a
date on it, unlike the Conservatives.

Yesterday, interviewed by the BBC’s
Laura Kuenssberg, the party’s election
coordinator Pat McFadden was unable
to explain why Labour had not made the
commitment on defence.

Reports: Pages 4-7
Editorial Comment: Page 17
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NEWS

Summer wave of new
Covid variant building

A summer Covid wave is “building”,
scientists have said, following a rise in
the new “Flirt” variant. The prevalence
of illness caused by Covid is harder to
quantify since widespread testing was
axed, but hospital admissions indicate
a summer wave was underway by
mid-June. The number of people who
needed hospital treatment for Covid
was 3.31 per 100,000 in the week up to
June 16, up from 2.67 the week before,
and was even higher among the
elderly, peaking at 34.70 in over-85s.
Page 12

WORLD

Democrats push for
Biden’s ‘dignified exit’

Democrats are laying the groundwork
for Joe Biden to make a “dignified” exit
from the presidential race. Following
his disastrous performance against
Donald Trump in Thursday’s debate,
the Biden family gathered in Camp
David, the president’s country retreat,
where they are expected to discuss his
future. One Democrat official said the
US president could not be “dragged off
stage”, and needed relatives and
trusted advisers to convince him to
“walk off ” on his own terms.

Page 14
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BUSINESS

Apprentice fall threat
to net zero plan

Labour’s plan for a net-zero economy
powered by wind turbines and electric
vehicles risks being thwarted by a drop
in apprenticeships, manufacturers
have warned. Sir Keir Starmer’s
manifesto promises to reinvigorate
growth and launch an unprecedented
construction programme to make the
country’s power grid net zero by 2030.
However, 27 industry associations have
jointly warned the UK faces a shortage
of skilled workers needed to make it
happen.

Page 19
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Cleverly points finger
at Banksy over stunt

Home Secretary claims the
artist’s use of dinghy at
Glastonbury trivialises
issue of migrant boats

By Amy Gibbons and Lauren Shirreff

JAMES CLEVERLY has condemned
Banksy’s migrant boat stunt at Glaston-
bury, claiming it trivialised the issue.

A black dinghy, meant to look like a
small boat used to make the perilous
crossing from France, was launched
into the crowd that came out to see Brit-
ish rock group Idles play on Friday.

Mr Cleverly, the Home Secretary, said
it was “awful” to see festival-goers “cos-
playing as migrants”.

In a post on X, formerly Twitter, he
said: “Small-boat crossings are deadly
and have cost the lives of too many peo-
ple. Festival-goers cosplaying as

migrants, and celebrating the actions of
people smugglers, while they party is
awful.

“Whatever your political views, this
isn’t something we should trivialise”

Oliver Dowden, the Deputy Prime
Minister, also criticised the stunt, tell-
ing Times Radio: “I was really saddened
by it, actually. If yvou look at what hap-
pens with men, women, children being
shoved onto those dinghies - the crimi-
nal gangs only fill them half with petrol,

so they run out halfway across the Eng-
lish Channel and start to sink, endan-
gering people’s lives.

“I don’t think this is the sort of thing
to joke around with at Glastonbury.”

Members of the audience could be
seen sitting on each other’s shoulders to
get a better look at the small boat, which
was passed around the middle of the
crowd.

There were at least seven dummies
meant to represent migrants, all in
orange high-visibility life jackets, who
sat atop it with their hoods up or their
heads down. One small figure in a grey
sweatshirt at the end appeared to repre-
sent a child.

It was launched during the song
Danny Nedelko, which opens with the
Iyrics: “My blood brother is an immi-
grant, a beautiful immigrant.”

Idles, from Bristol - also home to
Banksy - have said that they were una-
ware that the stunt would happen,

although many fans assumed it to be
part of their act.

The rock band took a political turn
with their performance, leading the
crowd with chants of “f- the King” and
with vocalist Joe Talbot singing an
“anti-Farage song”.

It is not the first time that Banksy’s
work has made an appearance at Glas-
tonbury.

In 2019 he designed the stab-proof
vest worn by Stormzy at his headline
set, and in 2014 he set a farm animal van
loose around the site that dropped soft
toys to revellers.

It was among a number of stunts
themed around migration at Glaston-
bury year.

The Terminal 1 art installation was
intended to be a reference to the
Rwanda deportation policy and other
anti-immigration measures. Visitors to
the site had to answer a question from
the British citizenship test to get in.

Charge tourists
to visit British
Museum, says
former chief

By Daily Telegraph Reporter

A FORMER boss of the British Museum
has said foreign visitors should be
charged entry to the London attraction.

Sir Mark Jones led the institution as
the interim director following the
furore over thefts from its collection in
2023. He also called for the disputed
Elgin Marbles to be shared with Greece.

He told The Sunday Times that “some
of the buildings are in a poor state” and
sometimes during heavy rain there are
leaks in galleries.

Sir Mark also said: “The way we are
going to benefit from, rather than falling
out, over the different claims to different
objects is by creating partnerships
around them, instead of creating con-
flicts around them. That’s expensive. At
the moment, that work is entirely funded
by private philanthropy, but in the long
run, it would make more sense to use
some of the funding that would come in
from charging overseas visitors to create
a better-funded system of global
partnerships.

“If we were ever to find a way to cre-
ate a partnership with the Greeks over
the Parthenon Marbles, we would need
to find a way to fund it.”

The marble statues came from friezes
on the 2,500-year-old Parthenon tem-
ple and have been displayed at the
museum for more than 200 years since
they were removed by Lord Elgin in the
early 19th century.

Some of the temple statues are on dis-
play in the Acropolis Museum in Athens
and Greece has long called for the col-
lections to be reunited. Greece alleges
the marbles were illegally acquired dur-
ing a period of foreign occupation -
which the UK Government and British
Museum rejects.

Sir Mark, also a former head of the
V&A, said that British people contribute
in the form of taxes so should not have
to pay to visit the British Museum.

However, he said that the “money has
to come from somewhere”, adding:
“Either a major part of the funding has
to be found out of taxation, which is dif-
ficult as the public finances are very
stressed, or we need reasonably to
charge [tourists].

Jane Shilling: Page 16
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Honey, I'm Home Canadian singer-songwriter Shania Twain, the Queen of Country Pop, who has sold more than
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100 million records, takes to Glastonbury’s Pyramid Stage to perform in the Legends slot yesterday. Review: Features, page 10

NEWS BULLETIN

Wikipedia writes people
of colour ‘out of history’

Wikipedia is too white, QI host Sandi
Toksvig has claimed.

The broadcaster says that thereisa
“serious issue” with the online
encyclopaedia that she claims is
“unfixable” and writes women and
people of colour “out of history.”

Toksvig has taken up a fellowship at
Cambridge University to try to “change
the world” by combatting the under-
representation of women within
Wikipedia. The 66 year old says
women are “victims” of “drive-by
deletion” on the site, with men
supposedly removing articles because
they are “not important enough”.

She told the Stirring It Up podcast:
“This is history being written today
and we are disappearing.”

Eat more baby carrots,
research recommends

Eating baby carrots three times a week
provides “significant” health benefits,
according to a study.

Researchers presented the study at
the American Society for Nutrition’s
annual meeting in Chicago. It found
snacking on carrots increased skin
carotenoids, associated with a lower
risk of heart disease and some cancers,
in young adults. Sixty young adults in
groups received either apple slices,
baby carrots, a multivitamin
supplement with beta carotene, or a
combination of carrots and the
supplement for a month. Skin
carotenoid scores rose 10.8 per cent in
the baby carrots group and 21.6 per
cent in the carrots/supplement group.

Hit-and-run driver Kills
foal on New Forest road

Animal lovers have criticised a
hit-and-run driver who left a six-week-
old foal to die at the roadside in the
New Forest.

Residents say many motorists use
the forest’s roads as a racetrack, with
dozens of ponies killed or maimed
each year. The latest victim was found
with a broken back on the B3078 near
Fordingbridge, Hants.

Gilly Jones, the co-ordinator of
Operation Mountie, a police operation
to improve road safety across the New
Forest, said: “Someone out must have
the guilt that they know they’ve done
this. And if you don’t care about the
animals ... think of the consequences
for your vehicle, for your passengers.”

Swift’s cowboy boots to
go on display at V&A

Cowboy boots on loan from Taylor
Swift’s personal archive are among
the items that will go on display
temporarily at the Victoria and
Albert Museum this summer.

Taylor Swift: Songbook Trail, which
opens on July 27 and has free entry,
will feature 16 looks worn by the
Grammy-winning singer, 34, who is
currently on her blockbuster Eras
Tour with performances in Edinburgh,
Liverpool, Cardiff, London and Dublin.

Visitors will see costumes and
archival material up close, with many
items on display for the first time.
Costumes will sit alongside music
awards, storyboards and previously
unseen items from Swift’s archive.

Frankenstein screams frighten passers-by into 999 call

By Daily Telegraph Reporter

POLICE were called to a rehearsal of
Frankenstein after a couple heard
screams during a late-night walk.

They were walking past the 14th-
century Tithe Barn in Bradford-on-
Avon, Wilts as darkness fell at 10pm.
Thinking someone had come to serious
harm, they dialled 999 and officers from
Wiltshire Police arrived.

They found a cast of thespians from

the Bradfordians Dramatic Society
rehearsing a stage adaptation of Mary
Shelley’s 1818 novel.

Cast members were in the middle of
performing one particularly gruesome
scene in which the Frankenstein mon-
ster bludgeons and batters a screaming
victim to death.

A Wiltshire Police spokesman said
officers were called because of “con-
cerns for the welfare of individuals”
after screaming was heard coming from

“They were pretty scared -
[ felt a bit guilty actually,
because it can’t have been
much fun for them’

inside the old barn. “Officers attended
the scene and found the screaming was,
in fact, part of a theatrical group
rehearsing inside the venue” the
spokesman added.

Andrew Morrison, the director of the
Bradfordians Dramatic Society, said: “As
you can imagine, in Frankenstein
there’s a few scenes that are quite dark.

“It’s quite scary, there’s a couple of
deaths, it’s violent in places as well.”

He said that the group wanted to
rehearse at the time of night they would
be performing the scene, and that prob-
ably contributed to the couple’s
concern.

“They were pretty scared - I felt a bit

guilty actually, because it can’t have
been much fun for them.

“However, they were really good
about it and they saw the funny side
almost immediately. With hindsight, we
should notify the police in advance of
future rehearsals.”

Wiltshire Police added: “We’d like to
thank the members of the public who
did the right thing by reporting this
information so we could ensure nobody
was at risk of harm.”
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Three Lions fans put their shirts on Berlin

Forever optimistic (wWhen
not being pessimistic)
some are already planning
to meet Germany in final

By Neil Johnston SENIOR NEWS
REPORTER in Gelsenkirchen

WITH less than two minutes of add-
ed-on time to go against Slovakia, Eng-
land fans had that familiar feeling of
disappointment, heartbreak and
despair.

But in the dying moments, Jude Bell-
ingham scored an overhead bicycle kick
that cemented his place as England’s
new superstar. This came as a particular
relief to optimistic Three Lions fans
who had already bought tickets for the
Euros final.

It may have been jittery but England
have booked their place in the quar-
ter-finals thanks to the young star - who
celebrated his 21st birthday just this Sat-
urday - and a header by captain Harry

Kane to make it 2-1 in extra time.

The streets of western Germany were
already being treated to renditions of
Hey Jude in praise of the star midfielder
last night. As England fans hoped tor a
more confident performance against
Switzerland next week.

It had been a dismal fortnight with
just two goals and one win in the group
stage, and at half time, in this round of
16, there was talk of “Iceland vibes”
from Gary Neville, referring to Eng-
land’s disastrous loss to the Nordic
country in Euro 2016.

However, after going 1-O down in the
first half before Bellingham’s heroic
equaliser, England fans now have a
quarter final against Switzerland to look
forward on Saturday.

Despite England’s far from convinc-
ing performance, some fans are already
planning their trip to Berlin in two
weeks time for the final, which would
mean beating Switzerland, and then
one of either Romania, the Netherlands,
Austria or Turkey in the semi-finals.

Among those heading to the German

Fans are beside
themselves at the
BOXPark in
Wembley after
Jude Bellingham
equalises

capital are Richard Roberts and Richard
Brookes, from Stratford-upon-Avon,
who were at last night’s game. They will
fly home today only to return for the
final where they hope to see England.
“We are hoping for a Germany and
England final in Berlin. To come over
for that would be something special,”

Mr Roberts, 42, an engineer, said. “We
have got some very good footballers but
it has been disappointing.” The draw
has been tremendous for England. It
could not be better.”

It is thought they are among hun-
dreds who have blind faith in the team
and snapped up tickets to the final when
they first went on sale.

“We have got the best players but the
performances have been poor,” Gary
Mosey, from Leics, said.

Others who descended on Gelsen-
kirchen yesterday included Tony
Walker, 60, a driving instructor from
Bristol, who was dressed as a medieval
knight. “It’s not very comfortable,” he
said as he pointed at his mock armour.

“And England haven’t been very
good so far either. We will win the tour-
nament now though, I know after we've
won today, we will get going.”

Some fans had also taken a gamble
they would be celebrating England’s
success last night including Dale
McCairn, 29, a metal spinner from Bir-
mingham, and his grandmother Linda,

‘We'll be
petter, we
have been
lulling
everyone
into a false
sense of
security... 1t’s
all part of
Gary’s
masterplan’

77, who came out at the last minute for
her birthday. “I just don’t know what to
think, I was nervous before it started,”
Mr McCairn said. “But we are going to
go all the way. It’s going to be England
against France in the final, I'm saying it
now. I'm not getting tickets but I'll be
going to the fan park in Berlin, it’s the
best place to be.

“It was pretty much the last minute
today for my nan’s birthday. She loves
football”

His grandmother added: “Just as well
it wasn’t penalties, that wouldn’t be the
best birthday present because we’d be
out.”

England’s performance may have
been far from impressive but other fans
joked it may fool teams that are better
than Slovakia, who are ranked 4:5th in
the world.

“We still have to turn up at some
point,” Jason Andrews, 52, semi-retired,
said. “Hopefully we will be better the
rest of the competition. We've been tak-
ing it easy, let’s say we have been lulling
everyone into a false sense of security.

England fans,
including Ed
Sheeran, far left,
celebrate the
victory in
Gelsenkirchen
yesterday

By Michael Searles
HEALTH CORRESPONDENT

GABBY LOGAN has said she thought
she had “early onset dementia” when
menopause symptoms first appeared
four years ago.

The TV sports presenter revealed
that the shock of struggling to recall
words and names left her fearing the
worst before she sought help.

As well as brain fog and forgetful-
ness, the 51-year-old became short-
tempered, telling colleagues to “f--- off ™

and threatening to move out of her
family’s house. Mrs Logan eventually
went to the doctor’s, was put on
hormone replacement therapy (HRT)
and “felt different within days”, but
wished she had “insight” into what was
coming earlier in her 40s.

“There was a feeling of, am I sliding
into some Kind of early onset?” she told
The Sunday Times Magazine. “Because
my grandma, who was in her 90s, was
dying of dementia at the time.

“I said to her once, ‘Just think of it
like you’ve got so many amazing

memories and you’ve just not got
enough space for these new words and
new things.’ And then I remember
thinking, ‘Oh gosh, is my hard drive full
now too?’”

The menopause typically occurs
between the ages of 49 and 52 when
menstruation has completely stopped,
but the perimenopause, when
hormonal changes and symptoms first
start to occur, can begin from three to
five years earlier.

According to the NHS, common
symptoms of menopause and perimen-

\{\;_ 18-year-old twins Lois and Reuben,
&% who were then 14, were left close to
tears by an outburst that she

\ described as her “lowest point”,

% which prompted herto seek help.

“It was over something small,
like the kids not clearing up
after breakfast,” she said. “I
had this absolute melt-
down, sat everybody
down and launched into

this off-the-cuff ‘I'm
going to get myself a

flat in Beaconsfield and

anxiety, mood swings, low
self-esteem and issues with
memory and concentration.

Physical symptoms
include hot flushes, diffi-
culty sleeping, heart palpi-
tations, muscle and joint
pain, and weight gain.

Mrs Logan said her

Gabby is currently
presenting the BBC’s
Euro 2024 coverage

move out and let you all just get on with
it. It was totally random.”

Colleagues at work also saw Mrs
Logan become short-tempered.

Mrs Logan is presenting the BBC’s
Euro 2024 coverage in Germany and
will also be covering the Olympic
Games in Paris from next month.

She has written a book, The Midpoint
Plan, which includes advice for midlife
women and men, covering sex, sleep,
friendship, family, alcohol and illness -
notably the prostate cancer diagnosis of
husband Kenny Logan in 2022.
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‘Pay £635 more for migrants under Starmer”

Conservatives claim
Labour will be forced to
spend billions on housing
asylum seekers in hotels

By Daniel Martin
DEPUTY POLITICAL EDITOR

HOUSEHOLDS would have to pay an
extra £635 a year to fund hotels for asy-
lum seekers under a Labour govern-
ment, James Cleverly has claimed.

The Home Secretary said that, with-
out a deterrent such as the Rwanda

scheme, Labour would be forced to
spend billions of pounds to house
migrants.

Sir Keir Starmer has said his party
would not use the overseas aid budget
to pay for asylum seeker hotels - a deci-
sion the Tories claim would leave a mul-
ti-billion black hole because the money
would have to be found from elsewhere.

The Labour leader has said he would
scrap the Rwanda plan, which he called
“the wrong policy” and “hugely expen-
sive”. The Refugee Council estimated
the move would lead to 60,000 people
earmarked for deportation being
granted asylum instead.

The Tories have claimed that the cost
of housing asylum seekers is set to rise
to at least £11.6 billion a year by 2026, by
which time a night in a hotel plus other
support costs would rise to £178. The
figures are contained in the impact
assessment for the Illegal Migration
Act. Divided by 18.4 million working
households, that would work out at
£635 each.

A record number of migrants crossed
the Channel in the first six months of
this year, with 12,901 reaching the UK
- up 17 per cent on last year and an 8 per
cent increase on the previous record in
2022,

‘Right now, Reir Starmer
would stand on the cliffs of
Dover to do a rain dance to
stop the boats’

Mr Cleverly said Labour had no cred-
ible plans to deter Channel crossings,
adding: “Right now, all we know is that
Keir Starmer would stand on the cliffs of
Dover to do a rain dance and hope that
stops the boats.

“There would be no deterrent under
Labour, and that means the business
model for people smugglers would still

be viable - boats would cross the Chan-
nel in droves. There are thousands wait-
ing in Calais for a Labour government
so they can make the crossing. We sim-
ply cannot give them that incentive by
surrendering our borders to Labour.”

The Home Secretary said the alterna-
tive to spending so much on housing
asylum seekers was granting amnesty
to tens of thousands.

The Conservatives have returned to
the attack on immigration after Sir Keir
refused nine times last week to explain
how he would tackle the small boats
problem.

On Sunday, it was reported that the

Labour leader was “praying for rain” to
deter large numbers of migrants from
crossing the Channel in the days after
his expected election victory.

One shadow minister told the Mail on
Sunday: “Keir’s team see that weather
forecast [for the days after the election]
as the most important since D-Day.

“If it’s sunny, with calm seas, there’s
going to be a surge of migrants, and that
could set the tone for the first 100 days.
It could falsely make it look like we've
lost control.”

D-Day, in 1944, was delayed from
June 5 to June 6 after the weather fore-
cast predicted a sunnier day.

Sunak: ‘We've
left Britain a

better place
than in 2010°

By Daniel Martin
DEPUTY POLITICAL EDITOR

BRITAIN has become a better place to
live under a Conservative government,
Rishi Sunak has said.

Speaking on the BBC’s Sunday with
Laura Kuenssberg, the Prime Minister
said: “It’s a better place to live than it
was in 2010

He said he “wholeheartedly rejected”
the “declinist narrative” of many
commentators - and insisted he still
expected to be in NolO on Friday.

Mr Sunak said that although the past
few years had been difficult, thanks to
Covid and Ukraine, Britain was now on
the right track.

“Of course I understand that the last
few years have been difficult for every-
one,” he said, adding: “Inflation is back
to normal, the economy is growing
again, wages rising, energy bills set to
fall again just next week, and now we’re
able to start cutting people’s taxes.”

When it was put to him that the
county has become poorer by many
measures since 2010 and public ser-
vices are worse, Mr Sunak said: “I just
don’t accept that.

“Thanks to the reforms of the
Conservative government, our school-
children are now the best readers in the
Western world.

“Nine out of 10 schools are good or
outstanding - a huge improvement
compared to what we inherited.

“Where Labour are in charge of
education in Wales, you haven’t seen
that improvement.”

Asked whether Britain had lost its
standing in the world because of Brexit,
the Prime Minister said: “That is
completely and utterly wrong.”

He said Britain had signed the
Hiroshima Accord with Japan last year
“unequivocally stating that we are their
closest ally in Europe”.

Mr Sunak added: “We’'re building a
new generation of nuclear submarines
with Australia and America. It has never
happened before that we have shared
technology on that scale.

“People are queueing up to work
with us because they respect what we
do. So I just completely reject that. It’s
entirely wrong.

“This sort of declinist narrative that
people have of the UK I wholeheartedly
reject.”

Mr Sunak said a vote for the Tories
was a vote for lower taxes.

He told Laura Kuenssberg: “We will
continue to cut taxes for people at every
stage of their lives, giving them the
financial security that they rightly want
and deserve after what has been a
difficult few years.

“None of those things are going to be
made any easier by a Labour govern-

JAMES MANNING/POOL VIA REUTERS
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ment that would whack up everyone’s
taxes by thousands of pounds.”

He said the use of the “P-word” by a
Reform UK canvasser in Clacton was
“deeply inappropriate and racist”. The
Prime Minister said any politician
expects a degree of criticism because it
“comes with the territory”.

Yet he went on: “But in this instance,
you know, what was said was deeply
inappropriate and racist.”

Mr Sunak said he hated having to
repeat the phrase used about him but
thought it was important to call it out.
He said that Britain is “the most
successful multi-faith, multi-ethnic
democracy anywhere in the world”,
adding: “That’s why views like this are
so damaging and so wrong.

“They belong to a minority of people
and they deserve to be called out for
what they are, and that’s what I did.”

The Prime Minister claimed he was
“proud” of the Tory campaign, despite
mistakes such as leaving a D-Day
commemoration early and having
senior party figures questioned over
insider betting.

And asked whether he thinks
he will still be PM on Friday, Mr Sunak
said: “Yes, I'm fighting very hard,
and I think people are waking up to
the real danger of what a Labour
government means.

“I don’t want people to surrender
their pension, their finances, our
borders, their security to a
Labour government.”
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Gun tax plan will wage war on countryside, claim Conservatives

By Amy Gibbons
POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

LABOUR has been accused of waging a
“war on rural communities” by hiking
charges for gun owners.

In its manifesto, the party says it
expects toraise £20 million per year by
making the firearms licensing process
cost-neutral, with the proceeds fun-
nelled into crime prevention schemes.

The Tories claimed the change would
cost gun owners “hundreds of pounds”
in additional fees, warning voters “if
you don't want to see your taxes hiked,
vote Conservative”.,

As it stands, firearms licences are
issued by individual police forces, in
what campaigners describe as a “hugely
inefficient” system.

The cost of issuing the licences
exceeds the amount recuperated from

owners in fees. Labour has pledged to
change this, so each force is fully reim-
bursed for the expense.

Tim Bonner, the chief executive of
the Countryside Alliance, said this
would necessarily involve charging gun
owners far more to renew their permits.

There were more than 500,000
active shotgun licences in England and
Wales last year. The permits have to be
renewed every five years, at a cost of

around £50. If Labour makes the pro-
cess cost-neutral for the police, Mr Bon-
ner said the price for renewal could
potentially soar to around £4.00.

He told The Telegraph: “Many of the
people who have those licences need
those licences to carry out their jobs...
the idea that they can simply be tapped
for a few 100 quid here or there is naive.
And, frankly, it shows a lack of under-
standing of the countryside.”

Asked how the change will be per-
ceived by the community, he said: “I
think there will be anger that they are
paying for a system which is patently
inefficient. Many people, I think, will
think that at least in part this is because
there is a prejudice that some in Labour
have against gun ownership as a whole.
And I think some of us would think that
at least part of this is about a wider
attack on gun ownership.”

Labour has said the cash raised from
the change would be used to pay for
youth workers and mentors in A&E
facilities, pupil referral units and cus-
tody centres.

A Tory spokesman said: “You name it,
Labour will tax it. This is just another
example of Keir Starmer’s war on rural
communities. His plans would see gun
owners paying hundreds of pounds in
additional fees to renew their licences.”

Don't let anger with the Tories usher
in a catastrophic Labour government

Commentary.

By Ren Costa

MANY Conservative supporters,
activists, business owners, donors and
core voters are angry and frustrated.
Most grapple with being supportive of
Tory policies but are furious with the
party for not implementing truly
conservative values.

The Prime Minister has been honest
and bold enough to recognise this
pent-up discontentment.

It runs deep and is looking for an
outlet to seek vengeance for the
cumulative past failures of Tory
governments.

As Rishi Sunak has repeatedly said,
however, the great danger now is that

this simmering anger will be directed
against the wrong target.

Traditional party faithful and
undecideds are threatening to punish
the Conservatives by either not voting
or by backing the Liberal Democrats or
Nigel Farage in protest.

And the beneficiary of both will be
Labour. We will be surrendering the
nascent but clear upward turn in the
economy to the most Left-wing,
high-tax government in a generation.

I understand the anger and the
visceral desire to assuage it but,
misdirected, this gut reaction will
facilitate a landslide super-majority
victory for Sir Keir Starmer.

In the many recent discussions I've
had with agerieved Conservative
supporters and businesspeople, I have
had one message: vent, but vote. And
vote Tory.

It’s understandable to want to let off
steam, but that must not lead to cutting

revealing his plan.

¢ : : I am reminded of the words of electorate for fools.
Chﬂﬂg{.i' for Nelson Mandela that maintaining We know that Labour has not
chan ges anger and bitterness towards othersis | ruled out increases in capital

sake makes
little sense ...
unless it’s

other person dies.

clear what governments to express itself in a vote
= : for Labour and hoping for the demise
O
the L_ ha{lhe of the Tory party as a result.
leads to The net result of this would be the

off your angry nose to spite your
political face. A vote for Labour or,
even worse, not voting at all will
simply mean that we will surrender
any hope of restraining a rampant
super-majority hellbent on driving
through an as-yet-undefined agenda of
change. But change for change’s sake
makes little sense and is pointless
unless it’s clear what the change leads
to. And Starmer has been avoiding

like taking poison and hoping that the

The political equivalent of this is
allowing poisonous anger at the
prodigal activities of previous Tory

cconomy.

Strip away the spin and, whichever
way you look at it, these policies will
be detrimental to a flourishing

Talk of a 2.5 per cent economic
growth rate without any back-up as to
how this will be achieved is taking the

very opposite from that intended, ‘T ask of
ushering in increases in taxation, .
i:hanfes {{ur the worse in emplny&nint those
aw, burdensome regulations and the A7 Mo
resultant crushing of growth for small W I:fll"lllllh to
and medium-sized businesses. exact
The other question I ask of those pun ishment:
wanting to exact punishment is simply | - | N
this: if Labour is selling, why are you if Labour is
buying? It’s the traditional business selling, why
quip when being offered a duff o o -
prospectus. dre you
Labour is selling an unquantified buvine?
but skilfully disguised socialist policy. e

gains tax, property taxes and a
wealth tax. These would not just 1
soak the rich, but reach all the
way to those of modest incomes.
Last week, we learnt that, far o
from the reduced costs of around
£5billion a year publicly
announced, Labour was expecting
its net zero plans to cost “hundreds of

billions". Another burden will be
forced onto the business community
and ordinary taxpayers. This is the last
chance to make a clear voting choice,
not out of anger but rationally.

We should not surrender the
hard-won post-pandemic economic
strength and reduction in inflation that
Sunak’s administration has begun to
establish during the last 18 months.

The future under Labour is not
uncertain. We know what it will look
like. It’s clear, even if for temporary
electoral advantage, the party has
sought to hide it from the people.

It would be a tragedy if a Starmer
government were returned with a
majority of such a magnitude as to
allow it to indulge in every socialist
plan. Venting against politicians’
failures is understandable. Looking
back in anger is forgivable. But voting
for Labour, or not voting at all, will

result in installing a Starmer
government with an unprecedented
majority. That will be catastrophic.

Ren Costa is a veteran investment
' banker and the author of The 100
W o Trillion Dollar Wealth Transfer:
How the Handover from Boomers to
Gen ZWill Revolutionize
Capitalism
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L.abourto
review claims

for benefits
by Killers

Valdo Calocane is among
dozens of violent criminals

receiving allowances
because they are ‘patients’

By Charles Hymas
HOME AFFAIRS EDITOR

THE Nottingham killer Valdo Calocane
is among dozens of convicted violent
criminals currently in a secure hospital
allowed to claim state benefits under a
policy that the Labour party has
pledged to review.

Calocane, 32, is one of nearly 80
convicted Killers, rapists and violent
criminals at Ashworth secure hospital,
in Merseyside, who are able to claim
thousands of pounds in Universal Credit
payments and employment and support
allowance, according to a
Freedom of Information request by The
Telegraph.

Responding to the request, the hospi-
tal that held Ian Brady, the Moors mur-
derer, said it was “standard practice” for
criminals like Calocane to get benefits
because they had not been handed
prison sentences and instead were
treated as patients because of their
mental disorder.

Unlike prisons where benefit claims
are banned, the £390-a-month Univer-
sal Credit payments enable convicted
criminals to build up savings amount-
ing to thousands of pounds before
release because their basic bed and
board is already covered by the state.

Over a period of 20 years, that could
amount to £93,000 at the current Uni-
versal Credit rate.

One woman, Nicola Edgington, who
killed her mother, got £8,000 in back
payments in benefits on release after
three years in a secure psychiatric unit.
She then killed a woman with a butch-
er’s knife in a street in London.

Paranoid schizophrenic Calocane
was originally charged with the
murders of 19-vear-old students
Barnaby Webber and Grace O’Mal-
ley-Kumar, and school caretaker Ian
Coates, 65, but these were downgraded
by the Crown Prosecution Service to
manslaughter due to diminished
responsibility. He received an indefinite
hospital order instead of a prison sen-
tence because he was judged to be in
the “grips of a severe psychotic episode”
on June 13 last year.

Victoria Prentis, the Attorney
General, secured a review of the
“unduly lenient” sentence by the Court
of Appeal, but the judges upheld the

original ruling on the basis that there
was “no error” in law, If it had been
upgraded to a jail sentence, it would
have barred Calocane from claiming
benefits.

A Labour spokesman told The Tele-
graph: “If we are privileged to come
into power, Labour would urgently look
at this case, including talking to the vic-
tims’ families.” It is understood work
and pensions secretary Mel Stride was
“very concerned” about the case and
had also ordered a review of it.

Emma Webber, mother of Barnaby,
speaking on behalf of three families,
said it was “absolutely disgraceful” that
killers such as Calocane could “stock-
pile benefit money into his bank
account whilst all of us fight on a daily
basis to try and begin to rebuild our
lives. “The criminal justice system in
this country is broken and support
offered to victims and their families is
woefully inadequate at best. We sup-
port any incoming government to
address these as a matter of urgency,”
she told The Telegraph.

Julian Hendy, from the Hundred Fam-
ilies charity, which supports families
after mental health related homicides,

Valdo Calocane is
one of 80 criminals
at Ashworth secure
hospital claiming
thousands of

- pounds in Universal
- Credit

said: “It’s indefensible for convicted dan-
gerous offenders who have committed
the most serious of crimes to be
rewarded with benefit payments. It’s
particularly wrong that such offenders
can, over the years, accrue many thou-
sands of pounds in taxpayer-funded pay-
ments when they have no expenses,
whilst their victims struggle to access
effective long-term care and support.

“It is a slap in the face for bereaved
families. It’s not right and needs to
change. We are calling on the new gov-
ernment to commit to correcting this
wrong. By our calculations many mil-
lions of pounds could be saved and
much better spent on victim services or
more assertive care for people with seri-
ous mental illness to prevent further,
avoidable tragedies.”

Len Hodkin, a lawyer, whose mother
was killed by Edgington, said: “I would
understand paying benefits if they were
living in the community, but it cannot be
right when they are being housed, fed
and looked after at taxpayers’ expense.”

MATTHEW HORWOOD/GETTY IMAGES

where he also took part in a water aerobics class with Max Wilkinson, the party’s candidate for Cheltenham.

Tory trans policy appeals to rival voters

By Daniel Martin
DEPUTY POLITICAL EDITOR

LABOUR voters are more likely to agree
with the Tory position on trans rights
than that of their own party, a poll has
found.

A survey of 2,146 voters by People-
Polling found 48 per cent of those who
backed Labour in 2019 supported the
Tory manifesto pledge to amend the
Equality Act to protect single-sex spaces
such as lavatories and changing rooms.
Just 20 per cent opposed it.

Meanwhile, more Labour voters
rejected than supported the party’s
manifesto proposal to amend the law to
make it easier for people to change sex
on birth certificates, with 40 per cent
opposing it and 35 per cent in support.

Overall, 57 per cent supported the
proposal to clarify that “male” and
“female” in the Equality Act mean bio-
logical sex, with 10 per cent opposing.

Labour and the Lib Dems plan to
make it easier for people to change sex
on birth certificates, which 53 per cent
opposed and 20 per cent supported.

Maya Forstater, the chief executive of
Sex Matters, the campaign group that
commissioned the PeoplePolling sur-
vey, said: “This election campaign has
proved that women’'s sex-based rights
can no longer be dismissed as a fringe
issue.

“These results show firm support for
policies that protect those rights.

48 per cent

Proportion of surveyed Labour voters
from 2019 supporting Tory manifesto
pledge to protect single-sex spaces

“If parties putting themselves for-
ward for government want to represent
the mainstream, they should take seri-
ous note of the overwhelming support
for sex-based rights across the political
spectrum.”

The poll also found that Gen Z voters
— those aged between 18 and 24 - were
more supportive of sex-based policies

than millennials aged between 25 and
44, suggesting support for gender iden-
tity ideology among young people has
passed its peak.

Women and men were more support-
ive of the proposal to clarify the Equal-
ity Act than to make it easier to change
sex on birth certificates, but men were
more supportive of protection for sex-
based rights than women overall.

Helen Joyce, the director of advocacy
at Sex Matters, said: “Whichever party
forms the next government needs to
understand that the public strongly
supports protections for sex-based
rights and is increasingly concerned
about the legal falsification of records
about people’s sex.

“What some politicians refer to as a
‘toxic debate’ will only end when they
clarify laws and policies to centre the
biological reality of sex and to reject
invented notions of gender identity.”

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak has pre-
viously said the “safety of women and
girls” meant the “current confusion
around definitions of sex and gender”
cannot be allowed to continue.

Badenoch: I want apology from Tennant

By Daniel Martin

KEMI BADENOCH has demanded a
personal apology from David Tennant
after the actor told her to “shut up” and
said he wished she “did not exist any
more”.

After the Doctor Who star’s com-
ments at an LGBT awards ceremony
in London, Mrs Badenoch, the equali-
ties minister, said she would not be
silenced by a “rich, Lefty, white male
celebrity”.

Asked yesterday whether she
thought Tennant should personally
apologise to her, she told GB News: “I
think he should.

“I think he’s probably regretting
making those remarks given the
uproar all across the country.

“It’s had a lot of cut through, but it
also shows the scale of the problem we
have.”

Tennant played the Tenth Doctor in
the BBC series from 2005 to 2010,
returning last year to play the Four-
teenth Doctor.

Last week, Sylvester McCoy, who

played the Seventh Doctor from 1987 to
1989, joined the row, writing on X, for-
merly Twitter: “Bravo David. Don’t let
the Badenochs get you down”.

Mrs Badenoch said Sir Keir Starmer
had refused to condemn Dawn Butler, a
Labour candidate who tweeted that she
agreed with the actor.

“I1 keep telling people that it’s not just
Keir Starmer that you're going to get

when you get Labour, you're

goingto haveall these MPs with 293
very, very bad politics, really 2
dangerous stuff, wishing
another MP doesn’t exist,” #
she said. 15
“And if you remember
how they reacted when
there were comments
which emerged several
years later that have
been made in private
about Diane Abbott
[by Frank Hester, a
Tory donor], we

Kemi Badenoch, the
equalities minister

hearing about it for well over a week.

“Soit’sonerule for them and another
rule for everyone else. They don’t
really care about racism. They just care
about their own people.”

Mrs Badenoch again refused to
rule out standing to be the Tory leader
after the election, saying that future
the party “needs to be one that

occupies the whole of the cen-
2. tre-Right, not just the centre,

%% because that's where we're los-

\ ingto Reform”.

i “There needs to be some kind
Il clarity that comes into place -
$ people need to know that we
| are conservative, people need
to know that we are on
their side, that we will
defend them, that we
will not let the Left-
wing activists come for
them, we won't let Just
Stop 0Oil block the
roads and stop them
from going about
their daily business,”

she said.

Rushed leadership contest would not best serve the party — or country

Commentary

By Jesse Norman

IT is not given to mere mortal human
beings to predict the future. But you
don’t have to be the Oracle of Delphi to
suspect, as the polls are suggesting,
that we may have a Labour
government on Friday.

If that happens, we will doubtless be
inundated by a vast tide of analysis
offered by every would-be pundit,
from pub bore to party activist to
academic expert.

We can safely leave any post
mortems to another day. But there is
one thing that we can say now with
absolute certainty. If the worst
happens, the Conservative Party must
have a functioning front bench from
the start, because the biggest changes
from a Labour government will come
in the first 100 days.

But the Conservative Party should
not rush into another leadership
election. On the contrary, it should
think slowly, deeply and carefully
about what has gone wrong, who will
be best placed to take the party
forward, and how.

Much ink has already been spilled
on the question of the right way to
choose a new leader. One option, not
vet considered, would be for MPs to
take the final decision but for each MP
to have to justify their preferred choice
of leader to their local party members
before the final vote. This would
increase accountability while
preserving the representative
principle.

There are three other fundamental
questions to be addressed. The first is,
does the party as it is presently
constituted really believe in the idea of
conservatism? Conservatism in the
English tradition is a reforming and
not a radical disposition: an instinct to
preserve what is best in human
society, to curb injustice and celebrate
the rule of law, and to improve people’s

“The
radicalism
of Margaret
Thatcher
did not
spring fully
formed like
Athena from
the head of
Zeus

lives and enhance their freedom, in
particular from the excessive burdens
of state regulation and tax.

These are the wellsprings of the
party’s collective instincts when it is at
its best: for a strong nation state, for
the institutions of civil society, for
entrepreneurship and business
growth, for fiscal probity and care in
spending the public’s money.

This disposition does not exclude
radical ideas or policies. It merely
demands that they are properly based
on effective prior consideration and
preparation.

After all, the radicalism of Margaret
Thatcher in the 1980s, with
privatisation and home ownership, did
not spring fully formed like Athena
from the head of Zeus. Those policies
were the vigorous extension of good
ideas that had already proved their
worth. The same was not true of the
poll tax, which was genuinely
revolutionary, and disastrous.

The second question is this: is the
Conservative Party doing a good
enough job of recruiting talented

individuals who can be candidates for
public office?

One of the principal functions of a
political party is to act as a conduit for
people of ability to enter public life.
That means recruiting those with real
life experience - not merely
Westminster insiders, but those who
have, crucially, demonstrated that they
believe in conservative principles, and
have evinced a clear commitment to
public service, before they ever
considered entering politics.

Such people will come from any
background and walk of life. The idea
that councillors and other people well
known to local Conservative
associations are to be rejected in
favour of those known to the central
party is an embarrassingly facile and
foolish one. And selecting people en
masse in the heat of a snap general
election is far from the careful sifting
and selection that is required.

The third question is this: can the
Conservative Party articulate over time
a new programme of government
which is intellectually compelling,

‘Anyone
who knows
the Prime
Minister
will know he
is driven by
an acute
sense of
public duty’

practically achievable and inspiring to
others?

Such a programme will draw on the
answers already given to questions one
and two above. Radicalism will have to
be earned through the hard grind of
proper policy work.

This will take considerable time,
effort and investment, as it should. By
contrast, to attempt to spring back
immediately would suggest that the
last few years had taught the party
nothing.

All of this implies a leadership
election process which is steady,
deliberate and wide-ranging. Anyone
who knows the Prime Minister will
know he is driven by an acute sense of
public duty. When and if he decides to
step down as leader, to facilitate a
process of this kind will be a last great
service - not merely to his party but,
since our democracy demands an
effective opposition, to the nation as
well.

Jesse Norman is standing for re-election
as Conservative MP for Hereford and
South Herefordshire
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Farage whips up Trump treatment for the faithful

Special
report

By Tim Stanley

Reform pledge to ‘Make
Britain Great Again’ at
Birmingham rally echoes
ex-US president’s mantra

PUFF! Flash! Bang! Nigel Farage
almost danced between smoke and
sparklers at the last Reform UK rally of
the campaign, in an extravaganza that
was pure Donald Trump.

A new poll, he said, shows Reform
winning more ethnic minority
voters than the Lib Dems. “So, Channel
4, put that in your bloody pipe and
smoke it!” The crowd of thousands
clapped their hands and stomped
their feet. What many dismissed at
the beginning of the election as a
one-man fan club has turned into the
closest thing we’ve got to a political
mass movement.

Reform is very real.

The location was the Birmingham
NEC, normally home to bridal wear
and best in shows, and the queue to
enter was serenaded by protesters
chanting: “Reform UK! Racist Party!”
Inside the cavernous exhibition hall
- about nine-tenths full - sat a double-
decker bus, parked between the
largest Union Jack known to man and,
for the short-sighted, an enormous
sign for the loo.

The audience was all ages; lots of
Brummies; hats ranging from cowboy
to pirate to bowler. Most people I met
were ex-Tories (one called Rishi an
“0ik”). I positioned myself close to the
stage, a few chairs down from a
gentleman in a farmer’s gilet who
was having a love affair with a Mr
Whippy cone.

“Ladies and gentlemen,” said a
voice that sounded like it had
launched a thousand boxing matches,
“pleeease take your seats. The rally for
Reform is aaa-bout to begin.”

The party’s chief executive, Paul
Oakden, lashing out at “nannying”
and “toxic targeted takedowns”,
pledged to “Make Britain Great Again.”
(The Donald would approve). Ann
Widdecombe - the closest thing to
Melania Trump the British will ever
get — delivered a clarion call for
“common sense,” punctuating every
sound idea with a swing of her
arm, as if smacking the collective
bottom of Westminster.

I followed her offstage to ask
why she left the Tories. “I waited
for them to get their act together,”
she said, but “it just didn’t happen”;
now it’s a party “I don’t recognise.”
Could she give an example of where
they went wrong? “They embraced
woke... Mrs Thatcher would’ve
had a fit!”

Ms Widdecombe stood on the top
deck of the bus and waved at us like a
queen on tour.

Back at the podium, Zia Yusuf,
an entrepreneur, said Nigel “will not
be stopped by slurs or milkshakes”.
Richard Tice, who I'm guessing
paid for much of this event, asked:
“Are you having fun!” - “YES!” - and
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" here by 2pm.

would have probably liked to
remind us that we need to be out of

w» Then it was hammer time. Farage
#~ bounded on to a catwalk, shadowed
by two security guards - let’s call
them Tintin and Pickles - and
bid us “welcome to our
alternative to Glastonbury!”
The ice-cream eater had
£~ - producedaUnion Jack
from thin air, asifa
conjurer, and was
waving it joyously.

heart. He was happily
retired (“life has

Here follows the “I have to say” - “...the Conservatives
Nigel narrative that deserve to lose this election, but
those who’ve been Labour doesn’t deserve to win.”
tasked with following While other leaders read speeches
him have learnt by from autocues, Farage extemporises

‘If anybody is motivated
in this room by hatred for
anyone who is different,

[ invite you to leave’

been pretty good”), but he “could not
stand aside” when he saw the “lack of
choice” in this election.

It’s “slippery Sunak” vs boring Keir
Starmer (“the charisma of a damp rag”),
with nary a fag paper between them.
And, “quite frankly” - he always says,

like a jazz musician - on a tune in the
key of Trump. There’s Trump’s

accountant).

apocalyptic language (“societal
decline... cultural decline... People
are getting poorer”). His humour
(the Tories are a “broad church
without any religion!”). And the
same swipes at everyday annoyances
(a big cheer for saying the Left have
“completely ruined Doctor Who”, a
show he “used to love”).

The personal is political. Much
of the speech was a takedown of
people Nigel feels have screwed him
over, from the BBC to Channel 4 - the
latter accused of so many things, it’s
hard not to see lawyers becoming
involved (one weeps for Richard’s

I met the so-called Reform activist
who was caught on tape being racist,
said Farage, and he was clearly an act,
for he walked into the Clacton office

Reform
enthusiasts, above
and left, await
Nigel Farage at the
rally in Birmingham
yesterday

using “the most extraordinary cockney
accent I've ever heard.” From the
audience someone shouted “Cor
blimey love!”

“That’s right,” beamed Nigel:
“Cockles and muscles, alive, alive o!”

Reform, he said, is utterly opposed
to racism, and “if anybody is motivated
in this room by hatred for anyone
who is different, I invite you to leave
the room now.” Nobody moved, except
for a fellow who was already on his
way to the lavatory - for whom I felt
very sorry indeed.

Reform won’t form the next
government, Farage concluded, but
“we will get seats, we will. Believe it, it
is going to happen.” As the crowd
exploded with approbation, and paper
streamers flared through the sky, it felt
entirely possible.

Disillusioned Reform candidate quits over ‘sexism and racism’

By Amy Gibbons and
Daniel Hardaker

A REFORM UR candidate has stepped
down and endorsed the Conservatives,
accusing Nigel Farage of failing to “fun-
damentally address” allegations of rac-
ism and sexism in the party.

Liam Booth-Isherwood, who was
standing in Erewash, said yesterday he
was suspending his campaign and
backing Maggie Throup, the Tory can-
didate, in order to “stop Labour™.

The Conservatives seized on the
resignation, saying that if 130,000 peo-
ple intending to vote Reform switched
to back the Tories, it “would be enough
to stop Labour’s super-majority”.

In a statement, Mr Booth-Isherwood
said he had become “increasingly disil-
lusioned” with Reform’s conduct,

which he suggested pointed to “a sig-
nificant moral issue” in its ranks.

He accused the party’s leaders of fail-
ing to “fundamentally address” reports
of “widespread racism and sexism” that
have plagued Reform in recent days,
with one canvasser secretly recorded
calling Rishi Sunak a “f---ing p---"in a
racial slur.

Because nominations for the July 4
election have closed, Mr Booth-Isher-
wood will still appear on the ballot
paper.

He said: “Over the past few weeks, I
have been increasingly disillusioned
with the behaviour and conduct of
Reform.

“Whilst I have campaigned along-
side many decent, honest and
hard-working people during the course
of the general election campaign in

.
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Nigel Farage said
someone ‘should
get the sack’ over
the smiling Putin
poster descending
behind him

W

Erewash, the reports of widespread
racism and sexism in Reform have
made clear that there is a significant
moral issue within certain elements of
the party.

“The failure of the party’s leadership
to not only take this matter seriously,
but also to fundamentally address it,
has made clear to me that this is no
longer a party I want to be associated
with. As a result, I am announcing my
endorsement of the Conservative Party
candidate, Maggie Throup, for Ere-
wash. Only she can stop Labour.”

Mr Booth-Isherwood had previously
said he was disillusioned with the
Conservatives and that Reform “better
represents the values I wish to cam-
paign on”.

It came as Mr Farage dismissed
claims that “Russian-inspired” bots

were interfering in the election as “cob-
blers”.

Mr Farage was caught off guard at
the event in Walton-on-the-Naze,
Essex, when a banner showing a smil-
ing Putin dropped down behind him on
stage.

The Reform leader asked: “Who put
that up there?” and said someone at the
venue should “get the sack” after the
poster slowly descended from the ceil-
ing as he spoke.

Yesterday, he batted away the sug-
gestion that Moscow was attempting to
influence the vote on July 4 after an
Australian broadcaster claimed to have
uncovered a network of five co-ordi-
nated Facebook pages “spreading
Kremlin talking points” ahead of the
election, with some encouraging sup-
port for Reform.

Tik'Tok accused of ‘outrageous biased
attack’ for cutting Widdecombe speech

By Amy Gibbons and
Daniel Hardaker

REFORM UR has said it will be lodging
a complaint against TikTok after the
video sharing app shut down a lives-
tream of its campaign rally.

Richard Tice, the Reform president,
accused the platform of an “outrageous
biased attack” on his party and claimed
it is “in hoc to ridiculous wokery” after
yesterday’s stream was suspended dur-
ing a speech by Ann Widdecombe, a
Reform campaigner.

He speculated that the decision to cut
the feed was down to Ms Widdecombe
pointing out that “there are only two
genders” and has complained to the
video sharing app.

Nigel Farage, the Reform leader, later
made reference to the incident in his
own speech.

TikTok confirmed the stream was
suspended but put this down to a mod-
eration error, insisting that access was
restored within 30 minutes.

Ms Widdecome, a former Tory
minister, said she had “absolutely no

idea” why the feed was shut down, add-
ing: “I was pronouncing party policy
and not saying anything that Nigel or
Richard haven’t said before.”

Isabel Oakeshott, the political com-
mentator, claimed the content had
been branded “hate speech” by the plat-
form.

She tweeted: “Breaking: TikTok sus-
pend @reformparty uk rally live steam

“They lost out as more than
300,000 people watched
the livestream across
multiple other platforms

[sic] while Ann Widdecombe speaking,
declaring it ‘hate speech’! Widders?
WTF?!”

Mr Tice told The Telegraph: “This is
an outrageous biased attack on a major
political party because we pointed out
that there are only two genders.

“Evidently TikTok is in hoc to ridicu-
lous wokery. They lost out as more than
300,000 people watched the livestream

across multiple other platforms - quite
astonishing numbers for a political
party rally.”

He confirmed that Reform would be
lodging a complaint against TikTok.

The interruption came during
Reform’s rally to 5,000 supporters in
Birmingham. Paul Oakden, the party’s
chief executive, spoke first, followed by
Ms Widdecome; Zia Yusuf, one of
Reform’s biggest financial backers; Mr
Tice; and Mr Farage.

Elsewhere in his speech, Mr Farage
claimed that footage of a Reform can-
vasser using a racial slur against Rishi
Sunak had been used as a “smear cam-
paign” against his party.

The party’s leader said: “Look,
Reform is a new organisation. It’s a
start-up and there were requests put
out for candidates to stand.”

“Have we had a few bad apples? We
have, although to my knowledge
nobody involved in an organised bet-
ting ring is standing for us, which is
something ... I have to say, the bad
apples are gone. We'll never have them
back.”

Tory university group members forced to
apologise for Nazi song at black tie event

By Danielle Sheridan

A CONSERVATIVE university student
group has been forced to apologise after
its members sang and danced to a Nazi
song at a black-tie event.

Members of Warwick University
Conservative Assoclation were seen
dancing to Erika, a song composed in
1938 by Herms Niel, who served in the
Nazi Party’s paramilitary wing, after an
event to raise money for the charity
Help for Heroes.

In leaked footage obtained by The
Sunday Times, students are seen danc-
ing to the music after the group’s annual
“chairman’s dinner” at Wroxall Abbey,
near Leamington Spa, Warwickshire.

The song, which has been associated
with the far-Right because it was used
as a marching song for the Nazis, was
requested by a student at the event,
according to the newspaper. Within the
footage of those dancing, someone can
be heard saying “Don’t film”,

The Sunday Times also claimed that
some members later allegedly chanted
“Rill the Hughs”, changing the word

“Jews” with the first name of the
recently departed association chairman
Hugh Herring. They were also said to
have declared: “Heil the chairman.”

In a statement the group said it
“wholeheartedly condemns the behav-
iour exhibited during this video and
apologises for any offence caused”,

It added: “We are committed to
ensuring that anyone else we find to

Students provoked outrage after singing
and dancing to Nazi marching song Erika

have knowingly engaged with the song
is no longer welcome at events.”

The song, Erika, has been used by
white supremacists such as Thomas
Sewell, the founder of the National
Socialist Network.

A spokesman for Warwick University
described the video as “troubling.”

They added: “Behaviour like this is
reprehensible and we are disappointed
to see our students involved”.

The Union of Jewish Students and
Warwick Jewish Society told The Sun-
day Times: “The blatant and unchal-
lenged support for Nazism at the
Warwick Conservative Association
‘chairman’s dinner’ is utterly abhorrent.

“Glorification of the Nazis has no
place in our society, especially on cam-
pus. It is in no way acceptable and must
be widely condemned. We expect swift
and decisive action from the University
of Warwick and the Conservative Party.
Actions must have consequences.”

Earlier this year Olaf Scholz, the
German chancellor, warned of a rise in
anti-Semitism and the “dark methods of
neo-Nazis”.
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Police dropped an investigation every 13 seconds last year

By Charles Hymas
HOME AFFAIRS EDITOR

THE police abandoned an investigation
every 13 seconds last year without find-
ing a suspect, according to research.

An analysis of Home Office statistics
shows that more than 2.3 million crime
investigations by police in England and
Wales were closed last year without a
suspect being identified. This amounts
to more than four every minute, and
nearly 6,500 every day.

The number of crime investigations
dropped without a suspect being found

increased by 30 per cent from two years
ago - nearly 550,000 - while the pro-
portion rose to just under 44 per cent in
the vear ending December 2023

Last year the police were seven times
more likely to drop an investigation
without finding a suspect than to charge
one. The proportion of offences result-
ing in a charge has fallen from 15.5 per
cent in 2014-15 to 6.2 per cent in the
year ending December 2023.

For some crime types including rob-
bery and criminal damage, more than
50 per cent of investigations ended with
no suspect being identified.

Last year the police were unable to
find a suspect in more than 80 per cent
of residential burglary investigations,
and nearly 80 per cent of theft investi-
gations. Last year the police closed just
under 18 per cent of violent assault
cases without finding a suspect, while
in 17.8 per cent of sexual assault cases
closed the criminal got away without
being tracked down.

This means that criminals went uni-
dentified after 350,000 violent assault
investigations. In addition, nearly
33,000 sexual assaults cases were
dropped without a suspect, and a whop-

ping 1.4 million theft offences. Police
chiefs have pledged to investigate every
crime where there is a reasonable line of
inquiry - and to attend the scene of
every domestic burglary.

Andy Cooke, the chief inspector of
police, has previously warned that fail-
ure to tackle thieves and burglars
threatens forces’ bond of trust with the
public. He said police were “setting
themselves up to fail” from the point of
taking a 999 call from a victim to finalis-
ing a case because they were missing
opportunities to gather vital evidence
and identify offenders.

Thisranged from 999 call staff failing
to tell victims how to preserve evidence
to burgled homes not being visited by
police, inexperienced officers leading
investigations that were then unsuper-
vised and householders not being told
how to prevent thefts.

Labour has pledged to put 13,000
more officers on the beat to boost detec-
tion rates for high volume crimes such
as theft and burglary.

The pledge involves hiring 3,000
new officers and 4,000 police commu-
nity support officers. The rest would be
made up of special constables and

officers from the Government’s recent
uplift. Rishi Sunak, the Prime Minister,
has pledged to recruit an extra 8,000
“bobbies on the beat” to tackle car
thefts, burglaries and anti-social behav-
iour.

The number of officers and police
community support officers assigned to
neighbourhood roles has plummeted
by 10,000 since 2015 as the Conserva-
tives decimated neighbourhood polic-
ing.

Both parties have insisted that police
should investigate every crime where
there is a reasonable line of inquiry.

Family

stands

firm as search

is called off
for Jay Slater

Relatives who have flown
out to Tenerite will be
continuing the hunt for
the missing 19-year-old

By Albert Tait in Tenerife

JAY SLATER’S family will remain in
Tenerife despite Spanish police ending
its search for the missing British teen-
ager, The Telegraph understands.

The Guardia Civil called off its search
for the 19-year-old on Sunday, almost
two weeks after he disappeared while
on holiday on June 17.

A force spokesman said: “The search
for Jay Slater ended yesterday. The case
remains open and any new clues will be
investigated.”

But it can be revealed that Mr Slater’s
family, who have flown out to Tenerife,
will continue their search for him.

Rachel Hargreaves, a close family
friend who has joined them on the
Canary Island, told The Telegraph:
“Nothing has changed. We will con-
tinue to search for him.”

Ms Hargreaves’ son, Brad, had par-
tied with Mr Slater the night before he
vanished and is one of his best friends.

Former British police officer turned
TV investigator Mark Williams-Thomas,
who is working with Jay’s family, has
urged them to use the GoFundMe
money to pay for further investigations.

He said: “The police have put consid-
erable resources into searching for Jay
and of course it is very disappointing for
the family that the search by the police
has now ended.

“I have advised the family to use the
GoFundMe money to bring in a large
team of experts to flood the area from
where we know Jay last was.”

The search for Mr Slater had focused
on the barren and rugged valleys that
surround the mountain village of
Masca. Police have combed the area
each day of the search, starting from
9am and often not finishing until late in
the evening.

Two shacks, just a few hundred
metres from where the teenager’s
phone last pinged, were scoured repeat-
edly. The Telegraph visited one of the
run-down buildings and found a mat-
tress and women’s clothes inside. But

police seemingly believe the properties
are not relevant, having not returned to
them in the last week.

As the search became more desper-
ate, the force brought in specialist
sniffer dogs from Madrid and began to
search caves on the coast. They also
seized CCTV from Santiago Del Teide, a
town a few miles from Masca, after

grainy footage of a figure walking

through the town was speculated to be
Mr Slater. There were also reported
sightings of him watching the Euro
2024 tournament in a bar in another
nearby town, Puerto de Santiago.

The force’s lack of communication
about its search, including with Warren
Slater, who said he felt left in the dark by
the police, meant wild conspiracy theo-
ries were allowed to spread online
about Mr Slater’s disappearance. Mr
Slater’s family has been on the target
end of some of the online speculation.
Debbie Duncan, his mother, claimed
she had been compared to Karen Mat-

Warren Slater, the
father of Jay, says
that he feels

left in the dark

by Spanish police
around the search
for his son
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thews, who faked the kidnapping of her
daughter Shannon 16 years ago.

Questions have also been asked
about a GoFundMe page set up by Lucy
Law, a friend of Mr Slater, which has
now reached £43,000. Ms Duncan said
she felt “let down” by the speculation.

A source close to the investigation
said: “The daily operation which has
been going on in and around Masca
close to where Jay was last seen has
been brought to an end.

“If any information comes in that
merits a new search though it will be
acted upon.

“My understanding is Jay’s parents
have been informed of what obviously
is a major development.

“Nothing of any relevance was found
during yesterday’s large-scale search.”

A Guardia Civil spokesperson said:
“The search for Jay Slater ended yester-
day. The case remains open and any
new clues will be investigated.”
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Linda De Sousa Abreu, 30, from Fulham, in south-west London, has been charged with misconduct in public office

Woman, 30,
charged after
video emerges
of sex in prison

By Fiona Parker
SENIOR NEWS REPORTER

A WOMAN has been charged after a
video emerged which allegedly showed
a prison officer having sex with an
inmate in a jail cell.

Linda De Sousa Abreu, 30, was
charged on Saturday with misconduct
in public office and will appear in court
today. The arrest came after a video was
shared widely on social media which
allegedly showed a female prison officer
engaging in sexual intercourse with a
prisoner at HMP Wandsworth.

A Met Police spokesman said: “A
police investigation was launched on
June 28 after officers were made aware
of a video filmed inside HMP Wand-
sworth. A woman was arrested on sus-
picion of misconduct in public office.

“Linda De Sousa Abreu, 30, of Ful-
ham, was charged with misconduct in
public office. She will appear in custody
at Uxbridge magistrates’ court [today].”

An HM Prison Service spokesman
said: “Staff corruption is not tolerated
and the former prison officer allegedly
featured in this video has been reported
to the police. It would be inappropriate
to comment further.”

The incident is only the latest scandal
to hit the south-west London prison,
which came under scrutiny last year

‘Staff corruption is not
tolerated and the former
prison officer allegedly in
this video was reported’

when terror suspect Daniel Khalife
allegedly escaped from its grounds.

Mr Khalife is said to have strapped
himself to the bottom of a delivery truck
with a harness made from bedsheets in
order to escape from the Category A
prison.

A former British Army soldier, he was
originally arrested in January on terror
charges after allegedly plotting a fake
bomb hoax at MoD Stafford. He is also
accused of spying for an enemy state.

Mr Khalife, who will stand trial this
year, denies one charge of escape, one
of committing an act prejudicial to the
state, one of eliciting information about
members of the Armed Forces and
another of perpetrating a bomb hoax.

In May, Charlie Taylor, the Chief
Inspector of Prisons, wrote to the Secre-
tary of State for Justice to issue an
“urgent notification” for improvement
for HMP Wandsworth.

The notice followed an inspection of
the prison, which found failings in
security, severe overcrowding, vermin,
drugs, violence and rising self-harm.

Seven prisoners had also taken their
own lives in the institution over the 12
months prior to the inspection.

Dogs taking a bite out of posties as serious attack incidents double

By Daily Telegraph Reporter

THE number of attacks by dogs on
postal workers has increased by 15 per
cent in the past year, with 42 incidents
every week, new research reveals.

Royal Mail said there were 2,206 dog
attacks in the year to March.

The research found a larger rise in
attacks causing serious and significant
injury to postal workers, totalling 82
compared to 33 the previous year.

Some of the dog attacks had caused

permanent and disabling injuries to
postmen and women.

One in five incidents happened
through letterboxes, even though dog
owners (or those in care of a dog) can be
prosecuted if their pets have free access
to the letterbox and cause injury to any
delivery worker whether the owner is
at home or not.

Portsmouth, Belfast, Bristol,
Brighton and Plymouth were found to
be among the highest-risk locations.

Most dog attacks took place at the

‘Dog attacks
have a
devastating

effect on our

people and
we appeal to
owners to
think twice’

front door, followed by the garden,
drive or yard, while some happened in
the street or road.

Dog attacks resulted in more than
2,273 days of absence from work in
2023-24, with the longest period of
absence being 197 days.

Lizz Lloyd, Royal Mail’s health and
safety director, said: “We are saddened
and disappointed to see attacks on our
staff continue to increase.

Dog attacks have a devastating effect
on our people, and we are appealing to

dog owners to think twice when the
postman calls.

“All dog attacks can have life-chang-
ing consequences for victims, even
when the physical injury is not signifi-
cant.

“Almost half of attacks happen at the
front door and over a quarter in the
front garden, so this is not just a Royal
Mail issue, many other organisations
face the same problem.”

Dave Joyce, health and safety officer
at the Communication Workers’ Union,

‘Biting
incidents
and attacks
constitute a
a growing
risk and
safety
problem’

said: “Dog-bite incidents and severe dog
attacks are continuing to experience a
very concerning increase and upwards
trend across the UK and that constitutes
a growing risk and occupational safety
and health problems for postal workers.

“The key objective of Dog Awareness
Week is primarily to remind the public
to be aware of their legal and moral
responsibilities to control their dogs
and prevent dog attacks on postal work-
ers who are providing them with a great
public service”

‘Al Capone’ tax evader goes
on run after skipping court

By Fiona Parker
SENIOR NEWS REPORTER

POLICE are hunting for a tax evader lik-
ened to gangster Al Capone who
escaped court during his sentencing
hearing,

Nigel Harker, 47, made £30,000 in
cash via an illegal trading enterprise
from his prison cell at HMP Northum-
berland - but did not pay income tax on
his earnings, the BBC reported.

Last week, Harker, of Hartlepool,
pleaded guilty to tax evasion and a dan-
gerous driving offence. The convict was
set to be sentenced at Newcastle Crown
Court on Friday, but left the building
during a break in the hearing, according
to the broadcaster.

Handing Harker a 19-month sentence
and three-year driving ban in his
absence, the judge presiding over the
case likened the defendant to the noto-
rious US gangster. Capone was sen-
tenced to 11 years in prison in 1931 after

failing to file tax returns. Michael Cahill,
prosecuting, told the court: “In 2020,
the defendant was a serving prisoner in
HMP Northumberland where he was a
wheeler dealer and trader.

“Named individuals and others pur-
chased items from him by way of trad-
ing and debts accrued.

“Had he been paying tax on that,
allowing for base rate allowances, it
would have been around £3,080.”

Harker was initially charged with
blackmail, which he denied, the broad-
caster said, but prosecutors accepted a
guilty plea to income tax evasion. The
dangerous driving offence was said to
relate to the defendant “flying through
red lights” in his BMW while driving on
the wrong side of the road in Hartlepool
in 2022. In mitigation, his barrister
David Hall said he had health problems.

In his sentencing remarks, Judge Ste-
phen Earl said: “I think I've seen this
film actually, in 1931, when finally the
FBI got Al Capone for his dealings.”
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crocheted flowers at St Peter’s church, Titchfield, Hants.

Rapist behind acid attack on
Ratie Piper in bid for parole

By Daily Telegraph Reporter

THE stalker who arranged for acid to be
thrown in the face of TV star Katie Piper
could be freed by parole chiefs.

Daniel Lynch, 47, was jailed for life in
2009 for organising the horrific attack
which scarred her for life.

The rapist faces a two-day hearing
from July 23 where they will assess the
risk he faces if he was to be released.

The Loose Women star was 24 in
March 2008 when her ex-partner
Lynch plotted the acid attack which left
her face severely burned. He was sen-
tenced to life in prison in 2009 after
being found guilty of rape and inflicting
grievous bodily harm (GBH) and admit-
ting inflicting actual bodily harm.

Stefan Sylvestre, then 19, who threw
the acid, was given life after admitting
GBH and was released in 2018. He fled
and breached his conditions in 2022
and is still at large amid fears organised
criminals are hiding him abroad.

Former Metropolitan Police detec-
tive Peter Bleksley said: “There is abso-
lutely no justice for the poor victim in
this case. How many times have we
heard the words ‘life should mean life’
but then it comes to nothing.

He added: “There will be underworld
criminals who have knowledge of his
whereabouts. A priority should be find-
ing him... every effort should be made
in bringing him back”

A source said: “Katie has had this
hanging over here since 2009. It is an
awful situation. The idea Lynch could
soon be out is horrendous.”

After she ended their relationship,
Lynch bombarded her with phone calls.
He was on the phone to her as she
walked down a street in Golders Green,
north London, when Sylvestre threw
sulphuric acid in her face.

In June last year, Piper said: “The
people that attacked me will be
released. Are they going to kill me? I'm
not sure.”
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LET’S REBUILD
BROKEN BRITAIN

ONLY REFORM UK WILL:

‘/ Stand up to Starmer @ Freeze immigration
as a real Opposition

and Stop the Boats

‘/ Scrap tax on income ‘/ End the bonkers Net
under £20,000 Zero rules

Dear Voter,

The corrupt Conservative Party has lost its soul, betrayed Britain and deserves
to lose the election. Labour means more of the same but even worse. They e
don’t deserve to win. e

The old parties have broken Britain. That’s why support for Reform >

UK has surged. We have one chance to make our own history and W
choose a different future for our great nation. I’'m asking you to % A
vote with your heart and join the revolt.

Are you a Tory voter who believes Britain has wasted Brexit, and
has watched in horror as the party implodes? If you want a real
opposition to Keir Starmer, you need to vote Reform UK this time.

Are you a Labour voter who voted for Brexit, wants the Tories out,
but worries about Labour’s lack of patriotism and obsession with

wokery? You need to break with the rotten two-party system and

vote Reform UK this time.

:

For once, your vote won’t be wasted. This Is a real chance to use it, to hit
back hard at the establishment politicians and media who have taken you
for granted for too long. We can shake up their world on 4" July.

| am ready to lead the opposition. Talk of a Labour ‘super-majority’
doesn’t scare me. | took on the European Union, | took on the

big banks. | believe | can stand up to a Labour government

that has no idea how to rebuild broken Britain.

Something remarkable is happening out
there. If you love your country - as | do -
vote with your heart. Vote Reform UK.

Yours,
Nigel Farage | ¢~

{IF YOU LOVE YOUR cOlll
VOTE WITH YOUR HEA
VOTE REFORM UK. ¢

Published and Promoted by Paul Oakden on behalf of Reform UK. Both of 83 Vic
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David Beckham’s
daughter-in-law
sues groomer for
chihuahua death

Heiress Nicola Peltz says
her pet Nala was healthy
and she is determined to
find truth about her loss

By David Millward
US CORRESPONDENT

NICOLA PELTZ, the daughter-in-law of
David Beckham, is planning to sue a
New York dog groomer after her
beloved chihuahua Nala died suddenly,
according to reports in the US.

The 29-year-old heiress and actress,
who is married to Brooklyn Beckham,
the former footballer’s oldest son, said
she was heartbroken after Nala suffered
what has been described as a medical
emergency.

The dog was rushed to an emergency
vet after a visit to the groomer, who has
not been named, in upstate New York,
but died a few hours later, according to
the showbusiness website TMZ.,

“This has been the hardest month of
my life,” Ms Peltz wrote on Instagram.

“I can’t even find the words to
describe my heartbreak on so many lev-
els. Nala was perfectly healthy when
she went to the groomers yesterday but
came out hyperventilating and couldn’t
catch her breath.

“We rushed her to the vet and she
passed hours later.

“I'm sharing this in hopes that it
might prevent this from happening to
other dogs.

“Her life was taken away from her
way too soon. She was my beautiful
queen and stayed by my side for nine
years through everything.

“Please be careful who you send your
dogs to because you don’t know what
goes on behind closed doors. One day
without Nala on earth feels like an
eternity.

“I wish I could have her back
in my arms. I pray she’s with
my Naunni. I hope I see them
soon.”

TMZ reported that the
dog had fluid in its lungs, a
rapid heart rate and neu-
rological problems.

Friends of the family
say Ms Peltz’s motivation
to sue is to prevent the
same thing from happen-
ing to other pet owners.

In a further Instagram \\

post, she said that she knew g
that other people had suf- "
fered similar experiences e
with dog groomers. Ly

“lamrelentlessly investi- T
gating the situation to find *
out exactly what happened in
that groomer’s van. I am doing

everything I can to uncover
the truth,” she added.

The photograph
Nicola Peltz posted
on Instagram, right.
Below, Brooklyn
Beckham with Nala

She added that the groomer was not
co-operating with the family.

Brooklyn Beckham, 25, a former
model who has also pursued a career in
photography, paid tribute to the dog on
social media.

“Dear Nala, we miss you so much,
you were unexpectedly taken from [us
way] too soon and hope others don’t
experience a loss after something as
simple as a grooming,” he wrote.

“You were the cutest little baby girl
and we will always think of you. We
know you are looking and barking
down on us.

“We love you so much and miss you
beyond.”

Chihuahuas bought from a breeder
cost from $500 to $2,000 (£395 to
£1,580), while a shelter would look for
donations ranging from $100 to $600
(£79 to £474) for an adoption.

The groomer saga is not the couple’s
first involvement in a high-profile legal
dispute.

Ms Peltz’s father Nelson, a billionaire
investor, sued the Miami-based
event-planning firm Plan Design Events
(PDE), which had been hired to orches-
trate the couple’s wedding on his ocean-
front estate in Palm Beach in April last
year.

He accused the company, run by
Nicole Braghin and Arianna Grijalba, of
failing to return a $159,000 deposit.

The event planners countersued,
describing Mr Peltz as a “billionaire
bully” and accusing the family of put-
ting them through “wedding planning
hell”.

The planners were hired six weeks
ahead of the wedding and sacked nine
days before the event.

The billionaire’s legal team alleged
' that the planners “viewed this as an
opportunity to take advantage of
Peltz by making material misrep-
resentations on both their website
and in person regarding their
experience, expertise, and
capability of planning the
wedding”.

The dispute was settled
out of court in September
with the agreement being
confirmed by the com-
pany in a statement to
People magazine.

“As part of the settle-

ment, PDE will make a

o donation in the name of

Nicola and Brooklyn to

the CARE Ukraine Crisis

Fund", it said.

Ms Peltz wrote and

directed the 2024 film Lola,

which tells the story of a

woman who works in a phar-

macy during the day and as a

stripper at night. The film, in

which Ms Peltz also starred,
was panned by critics.
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Ultra-processed jam and cereals ‘no worse than more natura] foods

ByMichael Searles
HEALTH CORRESPONDENT

THERE is no need to cut out jam or
cereal for breakfast, scientists have
said, despite growing fears about
ultra-processed foods (UPFs).

Experts at the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (Usda) analysed
breakfast menus with different
amounts of “processed” foods and
found that the nutritional values were
the same.

The breakfast menu with a higher
quantity of UPFs was also cheaper and
had a longer shelf life. UPFs have
been condemned by medical experts
including Prof Tim Spector and

Dr Chris van Tulleken for being
unhealthy, because they can contain
high amounts of saturated fat, sugars
and salt.

But the American scientists con-
cluded the level of processing a
food has been through does not °
equate to how healthy or nutri-
tiousit is to eat. In the study, scien- |
tists looked at a “less-processed” @
breakfast menu, which featured
homemade jam and bread, and
poached egg with bacon, and
derived 20 per cent of its calories |
from UPFs.

They compared this with a “more
processed” breakfast, which con-
tained shop-bought jam and bread, egg

toast made with ham, and hash
browns, and derived 67 per cent of
its calories from UPFs.

When checked against the
. Health Eating Index, a measure
used to assesses diet quality in
relation to the US health depart-
ment’s Dietary Guidelines for
Americans, they both scored a
“low” 43-44 out of 100.

The menu with less processed
food was twice as expensive,
thnugh and reached its expiry

. date more than three times faster
/ without delivering any additional

nutritional value.

) Dr Julie Hess, a research nutrition-
ist at Usda, presented the findings at

#

’3
|

the American Society for Nutrition
conference in Chicago.

She said: “This study indicates that it
is possible to eat a low-quality diet even
when choosing mostly minimally pro-
cessed foods. It also shows that more
processed and less processed diets can
be equally nutritious, but the more pro-
cessed diet may have a longer shelf life
and be less costly.”

Dr Hess added: “The concepts of
‘ultra-processed’ foods and ‘less pro-
cessed’ foods need to be better charac-
terised by the nutrition research
community.”

If a food is classed as a UPF is cur-
rently determined by a system called
Nova, which categorises food based

It is possible

toeata
low-quality
diet even
when
choosing
mostly
minimally
processed
foods’

upon the way it is prepared and the
amount of processing it has under-
gone.

UPFstypically include crisps, sweets,
breakfast cereals, and breads, but the
researchers pointed out that filtered
milk and some brands of canned toma-
toes can be classed as ultra-processed,
even though they are “nutrient dense”.

Dr Hilda Mulrooney, from London
Metropolitan University, said the US
study “illustrates a major problem
many dietitians and nutritionists
have with the Nova classification sys-
tem, namely that it distinguishes foods
only on the basis of their degree of
processing and not on their nutritional
value”.

‘Pro-Putin’ hanye West mobbed
during surprise visit to Moscow

By James Kilner

THE rapper Kanye West has made a
surprise visit to Russia where he was

mobbed by fans and seen shopping in
Moscow.

The 47-year-old, who has praised
President Vladimir Putin in the past,
was seen walking with an entourage in
baggy white trousers and a white
hoodie.

He is not thought to be performing a
show but there to celebrate the 40th
birthday of Gosha Rubchinskiy, a Rus-
sian fashion designer.

“Hello, Moscow,” he wrote in Rus-
sian at midday on the VKontakte web-
site, Russia’s state-monitored answer to
Facebook.

Videos shot by fans on their mobile
phones showed West striding through
a Moscow underpassage, walking
across a hotel lobby, shopping in the
upmarket GUM mall and admiring Red
Square from a viewing station.

He is reportedly staying at the Four
Seasons Hotel next to the Kremlin in

the centre of Moscow, where the 212sq
m presidential suite costs around
£10,000 a night and comes with its
own sauna and a “luxurious marble
bathroom™.

West’s visit comes as most celebrities
have distanced themselves from Russia

£10,000

Nightly rate for the presidential suite
at the Moscow Four Seasons, where
Kanye West is staying

following its invasion of Ukraine.

But the music star is no stranger to
controversy. In 2022, adidas dropped a
partnership deal with West after he
praised Adolf Hitler and denied the
Holocaust.

The rapper is also a supporter of
Donald Trump and has also previously
said that he was “pro-Putin”.

Fansrushed to catch a glimpse of one

of the world’s biggest-selling artists as
word spread of his presence in the cap-
ital.

Russian social media channels
quickly filled up with people begging
West to extend his visit to Russia’s
regions.

“Please come to Perm,” said one Rus-
sian social media user. Another said:
“Konye, are you planning a concert in
Kaluga?”

Rumours have been circulating for
weeks that West would visit Moscow
and possibly perform a concert,
although this has now been denied.

Of the few Western celebrities who |
have sided with the Kremlin over its g
conflict with Ukraine, perhaps thez g
highest profile is Steven Seagal, theE /
martial arts film star who now lives in u v
Moscow and has been given a statem
award by Putin.

The French actor Gérard De pardleu
who was awarded Russian citizenship o I'-
in 2013, also recently praised Putinand &

said his political opponents offer no u
real alternative.

h

:?*:l‘

= -'-'"~

F

Martma Navratllnva said that she had been ]ettlsuned by many LGBT groups

Navratilova: I'm not
backing down on
trans athlete ‘cheats’

ByMax Stephens

MARTINA NAVRATILOVA has said she
is on the “right side of history” after
calling transgender athletes “cheats”.

Navratilova, the nine-time Wimble-
don champion and BBC commentator,
has come under fire in recent years for
arguing that people who are born male
should not be allowed to compete in
women's sports events.

On the eve of this year’s tournament,
Navratilova, 67, made it clear that such
online abuse will not sway her beliefs.

Sitting next to her former rival Chris
Evert at a press conference, Navratilova
said: “I'm right on most people’s opin-
ion about women’s sex-based spaces,
and especially sports. They need to stay
female.”

Navratilova admitted the online
backlash from activists has been “pretty
rough” and claimed she had been “jetti-
soned” by many LGBT groups.

She said: “I've been speaking my
mind for a long time. I'm not going to
change that. Yes, it’s been pretty rough.

“But I know I'm on the right side of
history”
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Fight to save Dunkirk ship from going under

Trust must raise £150,000

for essential repairs or
historic HMS Wellington is
bound for the scrapyard

By Patrick Sawer
SENIOR NEWS REPORTER

FROM patrolling the far-flung reaches
of the Empire to escorting vital mer-
chant convoys and evacuating British
forces from Dunkirk, HMS Wellington
has more than a few tales to tell.

But unless the trust which runs the
veteran ship can raise £150,000 for
essential repairs, she faces being
scrapped.

It would be an undignified and sad
ending to the life of Britain’s last sur-
viving escort ship, a veteran of the Bat-
tle of the Atlantic whose service
spanned eight decades and saw her
involved in some of the most significant
episodes of Britain’s wartime history.

During her time on active duty, she
saved the lives of dozens of sailors and
passengers in her role as an escort to
the country’s merchant ships.

A Grimsby-class sloop launched =

o = — _._;-_- -
the British Protectorates in the south = E" . - =
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from Devonport in 1934, HMS Welling-
ton spent the pre-war years patrolling

Pacific as part of a small naval fleet.

In the words of the Wellington Trust & -
set up to maintain herin later years, the 2
white-painted warship - fitted with £
two 4.7in guns, one 3in gun and?2
anti-submarine depth charges - was “a &
small but potent symbol of British 2
authority over an Empire which was £

thought that the sun would never set
lon]”.
During a cruise lasting around 10

weeks, the 1,200-ton Wellington could 3
visit around 15 islands then still owing =
allegiance to the Crown, scattered over =
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The late Prof Eric Grove, of Salfnrdj e

University, told the documentary film

was by sea, and to maintain any kind of
imperial presence you needed a ship
looking very smart, white hull, yellow
formal, that could come along with his
smart crew, perhaps with some digni-
tary or other to make the point that
these islands were part of this great
global British Empire.

“Without ships like this maintaining
presence, it would have been much
more difficult for these islands to have
been maintained, and somebody else
might have thought, well, perhaps we
can maintain order better.”

During these tours it was customary
for the commander and his officers to
entertain local dignitaries aboard Wel-
lington, with the ship’s crew taking
part with the islanders in games of
cricket or football.
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o
about HMS Wellington, The Good Shep- 2
herd: “In these far-flung reaches the = §
only way you could get around really = ¥

Schoolchildren from the islands
were often welcomed on board for edu-
cational purposes and given the chance
to experience day-to-day life on board a
British warship.

The patrols came toan end on August
21,1939, when the ship was ordered to
return to Auckland “with despatch” as
war clouds were gathering across
Europe.

Soon she wasrecalled for active duty
and ordered home via the Suez Canal.
Having reached Aden, Wellington -
which had a cruising speed of 10 knots
and a maximum speed of 16 knots - was
redirected to Freetown in Sierra Leone
to undertake convoy duties, escorting
10 merchant ships back to the UK.

It was a vital role that she was to play

CThe Telegraph ¢
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Clockwise from
top: the Wellington
on active service
off the coast of
Algeria; Christmas
greetings from King
George Vil and
Queen Elizabeth,
1939; hunting
down a German
U-boat in the
Western
Approaches; on
Victoria
Embankment,
London
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almost uninterruptedly for the next
five and a half years and on three occa-
sions her crew were instrumental in
saving the lives of many of the passen-

gers and crews of merchant ships that

had been torpedoed by U-boats.

“Ships like Wellington were the best
escorts in many ways that the Royal
Navy had, and they were crucial to win-
ning the Battle of the Atlantic. There
were many merchant ships I think that
survived World War 2 because of the
escort of this sloop,” said Prof Grove.

“Wellington was typical of the
unspectacular way in which the escort
forces of the Royal Navy carried out
their function, and their primary func-
tion was the safe and timely arrival of
the convoy. If you could sink U-boats

well and good, fine, but the main task
was to get the ships through,” added
Prof Grove.

“What we tend to forget is that most
convoys in the Second World War were
not attacked. They were routed around
known threats. The numbers of ships
lost by convoys escorted by Wellington
was very, very small, and that was a
great success, but a success that tends
to be unsung because it’s not spectacu-
lar.”

Griff Williams, who served on the
Wellington, later told of the drama and
fear her crew experienced on those
protective voyages.

“If she was being pushed forward
fast enough in bad weather, she could
drop over a big wave fast enough to

‘Ships

like the
Wellington
were crucial
to winning
the Battle of
the Atlantic’

leave the propellers out of the water,
and the wind of the turbines would rise
to a scream as her screws freewheeled.
Then she shuddered as if she was laugh-
ing as they bit into the sea again.”

In a recent speech for the 90th anni-
versary of the launch of the ship, Prof
Dominic Tweddle, trustee at The Wel-
lington Trust, urged that it must be
saved, saying: “Most people say it is a
question of cost, but it is no more diffi-
cult to maintain, no more cost to main-
tain that say, York Minster.

“Very few of us these days are around
or in ships, nor will not perhaps appre-
ciate their importance. They are. They
are our lifeline to the world. So I think
it is a question of what we are familiar
with and value.”
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Saddam made us dig our graves,
say airline passengers suing Uh

By Patrick Sawer
SENIOR NEWS REPORTER

BRITISH airline passengers and crew
taken hostage by Saddam Hussein have
accused the then UK government of
treating them like “pawns” as they
revealed they were forced to dig their
OWn graves.

Nearly 100 former British Airways
(BA) crew and passengers today launch
legal action against the UK Government
and BA, claiming their civilian flight
was used as cover to get British special
forces on the ground ahead of the Gulf
War, 34 years ago.

Their claim outlines some of the hor-
rors they were subjected to after being
held as human shields by the Iraqi
regime when the Foreign Office ignored
a warning from its own ambassador that
Saddam’s troops had already invaded
Ruwait.

Instead of diverting flight BA14:9, the
authorities allowed the plane to land at
Kuwait airport, in order to allegedly
transport a special ops team to the bat-
tlefield, regardless of the risk this posed
to civilians.

Once in the hands of Saddam’s troops
the hostages were held captive for up to
five months, during which time they
were subject to torture, rape and sexual
assault, mock executions and starvation
by Saddam’s notorious Mukhabarat
secret police.

The hostages - who were held at stra-
tegic locations in Kuwait and Iraq to act
as human shields - became convinced
that they would be murdered and never
return home.

Documents lodged in the High Court
in London reveal that several of the total
367 captured passengers and crew were
forced to dig their own graves in prepa-
ration for their murder.

According to lawyers for 95 of them
taking action this week, evidence shows
that BA and the then UK government
knew the invasion had taken place
while the plane was still in the air on the
night of Aug 11990, but did nothing to
divert it from its before its scheduled
stop over in Kuwait en route to Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia.

Lawyers say there is also evidence
that BA149 was used to secretly trans-
port a special forces operatives team for
“immediate and covert deployment to
the battlefield, regardless of the risk this
posed to the civilians on board”.

Barry Manners, a passenger on BA
flight 149 who now lives in Kent, told
The Telegraph: “We were not treated as
citizens, but as expendable pawns for
commercial and political gain.
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A Kuwaiti official seated among the wreckage of British Airways flight BA149

“A victory over years of cover-up and
bare-faced denial will help restore trust
in our political and judicial process.”

Matthew Jury, managing partner of
McCue Jury and Partners LLP, said:
“The lives and safety of innocent civil-
ians were put at risk by the British gov-
ernment and British Airways for the
sake of an off-the-books military opera-
tion. Both have, we believe, concealed
and denied the truth for more than 30
years. The victims and survivors of
flight BA149 deserve justice for being
treated as disposable collateral”

He added: “[The then UK govern-
ment] and BA watched on as children
were paraded as human shields by a
ruthless dictator, yet they did and
admitted nothing. There must be clo-
sure and accountability to erase this
shameful stain on the UK’s conscience.”

There have been previous attempts
to sue the British authorities and BA,
but hard evidence on which to base
such a claim only began to emerge in
2021, when secret files were released by
the National Archive under the
30-year rule.

These showed that Sir
Michael Weston, the Brit-

ish ambassador to n 2=
Kuwait, called the For- <
eign Office duty clerk :

around midnight on
Aug 11990 to warn L
that some kind of

Iragi invasion of
Ruwait was
under way. His

Barry Manners
feels he was
used as a pawn

warning was then relayed across
Whitehall, including to Downing
Street, the Foreign Office and the intel-
ligence services, 73 minutes before
flight 149 eventually landed - enough
time for it to be diverted. But this mes-
sage was not passed on to BA.,

Lawyers for the 95 claimants, who
are made up of nine nationalities, claim
this was because flight 149 was being
used to insert the black ops team
known as the “Increment” or “Inc.”,
into Kuwait.

Some passengers and crew claim
nine “military-looking” men boarded
the flight shortly before the departure,
while others heard the crew debating
whether it should proceed with the leg
of its flight to Kuwait. The nine men
were allowed first off the flight on land-
ing at Kuwait Airport and were not seen
again by their fellow passengers.

The former hostages are claiming an
estimated average of £170,000 each in
damages for the personal injuries and
ongoing psychiatric harm they suffered

as a result of serious negligence and

joint misfeasance in public office

by officials at the Foreign

Office, the Ministry of
Defence and BA.

The UR Government
and British Airways
are expected to chal-
lenge the claims. Both
have rejected similar
claims, maintaining
that Saddam was
W solely responsi-

% ble for the
. hostages’
» freatment.
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Family of late Afghan
campaign soldier stunned
as ‘controversial’ Duke to
receive sports honour

By Daily Telegraph Reporter

THE decision to give the Duke of Sussex
a sports award named after an Ameri-
can war hero killed in Afghanistan has
been criticised by the soldier’s mother.

The Duke will receive the Pat Tillman
Award at the ESPY awards, a sports
event run by TV network ESPN, for his
work with injured veterans with the
Invictus Games.

The Office of the Duke and Duchess

fumes at

of Sussex publicised news that Prince
Harry had won the award on their web-
site, saying he was one of the
“esteemed recipients” of the prize
that recognised “exceptional indi-
viduals who exemplify courage,
perseverance, and service”.

The mother of Pat Tillman,
Mary, has now criticised the .
decision, reportedly telling the & =
Mail on Sunday: “I am shocked £
as to why they would select / ~
such a controversial and divi- =
sive individual to receive the |
award. There are recipients |
far more fitting. There are
individuals working in the
veteran community that are
doing tremendous things to &

assist veterans. These individuals do
not have the money, resources, connec-
tions or privilege that Prince Harry has.
I feel that those types of individuals
should be recognised.”

Tillman was an American football
player who gave up his professional
career after 9/11 to enlist in the US
army.

He served in Iragq and then

Afghanistan, and was killed by
friendly fire in 2004 and posthumously
awarded the Silver Star and Purple
Heart for bravery.

Previous winners of the ESPY named
in his honour include the team of train-
ing staff at US football team the Buffalo
Bills, who saved the life of a player who
had a cardiac arrest on the field. Marcus

Rashford, the British football plaver and
campaigner, is also a previous recipient,
along with retired US army Sergeant
Major Gretchen Evans, who suffered
traumatic brain injury and founded
adaptive racing squad Team Unbroken.

Announcing that Prince Harry would
this year be one of the “incredible indi-
viduals” honoured by the ESPY awards,
Kate Jackson of ESPN said: “These hon-
orees have used their platforms to
change the world and make it more
inclusive for marginalised and suffering
communities, demonstrating incredible
resilience, positivity and perseverance.”

The decision has become a talking
point in America, with Pat McAfee - a
former NFL player who worked for
ESPN -saying: “Why does the ESPYs do

e,
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Pat Tillman, who
was killed in
Afghanistanin
2004, gave his
name to the award
to be presented to
Prince Harry, left

war hero son’s award for Harry

this ----? “I don’t know anything about
him except for the South Park episode
and what I have learnt from The Crown.

“But like, did his people know like
“You publicly put me up for this award’.
You're just asking basically every per-
son that considers themselves Ameri-
can like saying ‘This is bulls----’.

“Especially at a sports award type of
thing... I assume he knew that. They
didn’t expect that?” A second pundit
called Boston Connor called it “proba-
bly the most embarrassing thing I've
seen in my entire life”.

The ESPY Awards will be held on July
11 at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles,
and will be hosted by the Duke and
Duchess of Sussex’s friend, tennis
champion Serena Williams.
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Queen serves tea
for children who
missed palace party

By Hannah Furness ROYAL EDITOR

ONE child missed the Buckingham
Palace garden party after his family got
stuck in a motorway traffic jam. The
other, who has a rare brain tumour and
suffers seizures, was too poorly to go.

Now Tony Hudgell and Lyla O’Dono-
van have more than made up for it with
a special tea party thrown by none other
than the Queen, complete with a ride in
a royal carriage and a military band
playing songs by Taylor Swift.

Tony, nine, and Lyla, 11, were
welcomed to the Summer House in the
Buckingham Palace garden by the
Queen, sitting down with their parents
and siblings for sandwiches, cakes and
iced biscuits decorated to look like the
King’s Guard.

The children watched the Changing
of the Guard from inside the palace
forecourt, arriving at the party in a
horse-drawn carriage from the Royal
Mews. The Queen told them it was
“really nice to get you here today”,
adding, “We thought we’'d give you a
special garden party” before they
settled down to tea.

She also presented Tony, of West
Malling, Kent, with his British Empire
Medal. He is the youngest ever recipient
of the BEM, awarded to him for services
to the prevention of child abuse.

The schoolboy was so severely tor-
tured by his birth parents that he had
both his legs amputated as a baby. After
being adopted, he has since raised
£1.8 million for the Evelina London
Children’s Hospital in London, striking
up a friendship with its patron the
Princess of Wales and getting a personal
Christmas card from Prince George.

In June 2020 at the age of five, he
walked 10km on his prosthetic legs,
inspired by Captain Tom Moore’s fund-
raising walk and has a law named after
him, Tony’s Law, to allow tougher jail
sentences for those convicted of child
cruelty and neglect.

Paula Hudgell, Tony’s adoptive
mother, said: “We were all extremely
honoured to have been invited to Buck-
ingham Palace for afternoon tea with
the Queen - an experience we would
never have dreamed of. Everyone was
so kind and thoughtful and made us feel
comfortable and relaxed. Tony chatted
to the Queen as if they were old friends

and she was lovely with him and it was
an exceptionally very proud moment
when the Queen gave Tony his BEM.

“We would like to thank everyone
who made this one of the most memora-
ble days we will ever have.”

Lyla, of Catterick, North Yorkshire,
who was diagnosed with pilocytic astro-
cytoma, a slow-growing tumour, aged
three, and has undergone 20 operations
in her young life so far, has also raised
funds for seriously ill children.

Her father, Corporal Paul O’'Dono-
van, serves with The 6 Rifles. The
Queen has been Colonel-in-Chief of
The Rifles since July 2020, and its band
played a selection of music including
songs from The Lion King, Frozen, Mary
Poppins and Taylor Swift at the party.

Lyla said: “Everyone made us feel so
comfortable and made me feel super
special so thank you for this.

“A massive thank vou to everyone
involved yesterday, we are so grateful
and feel so lucky to have been invited.”

“Tony chatted to the
Queen as if they were
old friends, and she was
lovely with him’

Paul O’Donovan, Lyla’s father, said:
“Last week was an amazing moment for
us as a family. Lyla’s health hasn't been
good over the past few weeks, and she’s
been having so many more seizures and
up to eight a week in school, so we
always cherish everything we do.

“For us to come and have an experi-
ence like this was incredible and Lyla
loved every second of our trip.

“Lyla was gutted about missing the
original garden party but she said she’s
glad she missed it now as she’s got to
meet the Queen and there’s no one else
more important than her, apart from
the King of course.” (A5
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In May, Tony’s family made headlines ., Gt

when they shared his disappointment £ ESUE%

about missing the formal garden party £ 588

after being stuck in a motorway traffic ¢ 1'3.:-.-""-1-

jam on his X account, formally Twitter.

The Royal family account replied
saying: “Sorry to hear this, Tony! We
were looking forward to seeing you too.
Fancy trying again another day? Leave
it with us.”
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Daddy’s girl

The Duke of
Edinburgh
presents his
20-year-old
daughter, Lady
Louise Windsor,
with second prize
for the novice pony
event at the
Sandringham
Horse Driving
Trials in Norfolk
yesterday.
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By Hannah Furness ROYAL EDITOR

THE late Queen’s private secretary has
revealed how he averted a “constitu-
tional pickle” for Elizabeth II - with
inspiration from an Agatha Christie
murder mystery.

Sir Edward Young, who was the late
Queen’s final principal private secre-
tary, has told how the palace and Down-
ing Street were faced with an
“unexpected” issue in May 2015, when
the Conservative Party won a majority
under David Cameron.

“Opinion was divided” on whether
Lord Cameron, who until then was
prime minister of a coalition govern-
ment, should be “invited” to form a new
government, or would simply continue
in the role, Sir Edward has said.

So, as lawyers disagreed up until the
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last moment, they turned to Agatha
Christie and the literary device of her
“unarticulated ellipsis”.

The “unspoken three dots”, in which
information is simply left out, was made
famous in The Murder of Roger Ackroyd,

“Time was short. The

PM’s convoy was speeding
up the Mall. A solution
had to be found’

Christie’s novel in which the identity of
the murderer was protected by his care-
ful omission of information.

In an article for the Heywood Quar-
terly, Sir Edward, said a “solution” to the
wording of the Prime Minister’s victory
speech had to be found quickly to solve

Christie helped Elizabeth II out of a ‘pickle’

the “unexpected constitutional pickle”.
“Opinion was evenly divided as to
whether the PM should say: ‘I have just
been to see Her Majesty The Queen who
has invited me to form a majority Con-
servative Government’ or ‘I have just
been to see Her Majesty The Queen to
inform her that I will form a majority
Conservative Government”” he writes.
“Time was short. The PM’s convoy
was speeding up the Mall. A solution
had to be found. We found it by taking a
leaf out of Agatha Christie’s book.
“Thus, the PM’s words were: ‘I have
just been to see Her Majesty The Queen
... and I will now form a majority Con-
servative government’. We were quietly
pleased with those unspoken three
dots. It was a reminder that, when navi-
gating an unwritten constitution, some-
times one must think on one’s feet.”
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Summer Covid

wave building

amid rise of
Flirt variant

Scientists fear that existing
vaccines may not provide
same levels of protection
against new outbreak

By Michael Searles
HEALTH CORRESPONDENT

A SUMMER Covid wave is “building”,
scientists have said, following a rise in
the new “Flirt” variant.

The prevalence of illness caused by
Covid is harder to quantify since wide-
spread testing was axed, but hospital
admissions indicate a summer wave
was underway by mid-June after the
number of cases rose by a quarter in a
single week.

The “Flirt” derives from the technical
names for the variant’s spike protein
mutations or amino acid changes.

Prof T Ryan Greggory, of University
of Guelph in Ontario, told Today.com:
“Each amino acid has its own letter
abbreviation. Flirt is F456L + R346T, or
phenylalanine (F) to leucine (L) at posi-
tion 456 and arginine (R) to threonine
(T) at position 346,” he said.

The number of people hospitalised
with Covid was 3.31 per 100,000 in the
week ending June 16, up from 2.67 the
week before, and was even higher
among the elderly, peaking at 34.70 in
the over-85s.

There was also a 29 per cent surge in
positive cases in the week to June 22,
although the majority of testing is now

in hospital and healthcare settings.

Dr Jamie Lopez Bernal, consultant
epidemiologist for immunisation at the
UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA),
said it was “seeing an increase in Covid-
19 across all indicators, including hospi-
talisations”.

Experts fear the existing vaccines
may not provide the same level of
protection against new variants, which
are several mutations away from those
that initially spread.

The main Flirt variants are known as
KP.2 and KP.3, and accounted for a com-
bined 40 per cent of Covid in April.

Prof Steve Griffin of Leeds University
said: “This is clearly early days, but it
certainly looks as though yet another
Covid wave is building. If the rise in
hospitalisations continues, this is obvi-
ously worrying. Although we’ve just
had a spring booster campaign for vul-
nerable populations, the uptake was
lower than in 2023.

“There is a considerable difference
between the current vaccines and cir-
culating viruses,” he added.

About 4.1 million of the seven million
eligible for a spring Covid booster took
up the offer, which ends on Sunday,
meaning 40 per cent won't get the extra
protection despite being deemed the
most vulnerable.

UKHSA said it still needed “more
data” on the new variants to understand
how severe and transmissible they
might be, and that it was “impossible” to
tell at this stage if these variants were
behind the rise in hospital admissions.

GUY BELLAMY/ALAMY LIVE NEWS

reparations are put in place
Planet feature garden, before the doors open tomorrow for this year’'s RHS Hampton Court Palace Garden Festival.
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People and

Patients ‘suflfer and are left to die alone’ because of lack of nurses

By Michael Searles
HEALTH CORRESPONDENT

PATIENTS are being “left to die alone”
because of a dangerous lack of nurses, it
has been claimed.

Around two thirds of hospital shifts
have fewer than the planned number of
registered nurses working, according to
an analysis by the Royal College of

Nursing (RCN), which has called for
urgent action.

A fifth of A&E nurses are having to
care for more than 50 patients on their
own, the RCN said.

It has urged that a legal limit on the
number of patients a nurse should be
expected to care for is introduced.

The college said patients were being
put at risk by the shortage as the figures

also revealed four in five nurses believe
that safety is being compromised by a
lack of staff.

A survey of more than 11,000 nursing
staff found that 68 per cent of those
working in hospitals were on shifts with
fewer than the planned number of reg-
istered nurses.

Half of these, or a third of the total,
were understaffed by at least a quarter.

#€iPhone15

In community services, there were sim-
ilar issues, with 64 per cent of shifts
missing nurses, and 40 per cent missing
more than half of the required number
to care for patients.

A nurse in a hospital in the West Mid-
lands said: “I have not been able to sit
with patients who are dying, meaning
they have been left to die alone.

“I have not had the time to make sure

patients are fed properly and have ade-
quate drinks.”

Another nurse in the West Midlands
said patients were not getting the
proper level of care because of the staff
shortages.

“Medications have been hours late,
leaving patients in severe pain,” they
said. “Patients have not had their per-
sonal care done as often as is necessary
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to keep them clean after episodes of
incontinence.”

The RCN is calling for “safety-critical
limits” and it wants the next govern-
ment to legally enforce rules to protect
patients.

Prof Nicola Range, the RCN’s acting
general secretary and chief executive,
said nurses were “fighting a losing bat-
tle to keep patients safe”.
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Horse trading could bar Le Pen's path to power

Analysis

By Henry Samuel
in Paris

An electoral slam-dunk for
the French hard-Right in
the first round may still be
scuppered by tactical votes

THERE is no doubt that the outcome
of the first round of voting in France’s
general election is a huge slap in the
face to president Emmanuel Macron.

His party is languishing in third
place and his bet to call a snap vote
after being trounced in European
elections now appears a misguided
act of vengeful pique.

Last night was also undoubtedly a
major victory for Marine Le Pen’s RN,
which clearly came first in terms of the
number of votes, at around 33-34 per

Far right makes big gains
exit polls show

French election exit polls
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cent — an all-time record. However, the
outcome of round two on July 7 of

this lightning contest is far from an
electoral slam dunk for the hard-Right.

First, the Left-wing New Popular
Front (NFP) alliance - a mix of hard-
Leftists, Socialists, Greens and
Communists - has fared strongly,
approaching 30 per cent, while Mr
Macron’s Together alliance is way
back in third on around 20 per cent.

And while some pollsters forecast
that an absolute majority of 289 seats
could be within the RN’s grasp, which
would see the 28-year-old Jordan
Bardella become prime minister, such
predictions appear hazardous at best,
for one simple reason.

Historically most second-round
run-offs in French parliamentary
elections are between two finalists,
namely any candidate who gains more
than 12.5 per cent of the registered
vote.

But this time there will be a record
number of “triangular” three-way
run-offs in round two, at least 24.3 out
of 577 constituencies.

What will now follow is a complex

Emmanuel Macron
greets an elderly
supporter during
the campaign

voting.

game of horse-trading and tactical

The situation is relatively simple for
the RN, whose only allies are renegade
members of the conservative

gave no guidance.

RN.

more nuanced.

LFI party.

-
s

Republicans party, which broke ranks
with most of the movement to forge an
alliance with Le Pen’s camp.

But when it comes to all the other
parties, the question is, who is
prepared to step down for who, and
that remains unclear.

Republicans unallied to Ms Le Pen

Jean-Luc Mélenchon, the volcanic
figurehead of the France Unbowed
(LFI), which is part of the Left-wing
alliance, announced that its candidates
would systematically step down if in
third place in round one and call for
voters to back any candidate against

His Socialist allies issued the same
call, but the pro-Macron centre was

Edouard Philippe, a Right-wing
former prime minister and part of Mr
Macron’s Together alliance, refused
to be categorical, calling on voters to
block both RN and Mr Mélenchon’s

In other words, he made a
distinction between the Mélenchon
“extremists” and the rest of the

‘He may

be on the
ropes, but
Mr Macron
still hopes
that the
French

will come to
their senses’

Y .
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Left-wing alliance, which has divvied
up constituencies across the country.

For his part, Mr Macron was far
hazier, merely saying he hoped to
forge “a large, clearly democratic and
republican rally for the second round”.

His prime minister, Gabriel Attal,
later made it clear his party would
desist if in third place in round two on
a case-by-case basis.

He may be on the ropes, but Mr
Macron clearly still hopes that the
French will in his view come to their
senses and vote intelligently for
centre-ground candidates whenever
possible.

That would leave the small but not
impossible prospect of him forging a
coalition within parliament to keep out
both the National Rally and the
hard-Left.

As France has found out to its
dismay, the president is fond of
gambling with the country’s future,

This latest bet may have the longest
odds of all and end in him being a lame
duck for the next three years alongside
the first hard-Right government since
the Second World War.
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Rising temperatures take hiking
in southern Europe ‘off limits’

By Nick Squires in Rome

RISING temperatures mean swathes of
southern Europe is effectively off limits
for walkers at the height of summer,
experts say.

The dangers posed by extreme tem-
peratures have been vividly illustrated
this month with the deaths of several
hikers, most of them in Greece.

Many adventure travel companies
are no longer offering hiking holidays in
Spain, Portugal and Greece in July and

August because of the danger posed by
high temperatures, particularly to
elderly people.

Travel firms are having to adapt to
rapidly changing climatic conditions,
offering more trips in the spring and

autumn and pivoting to cooler destina-
tions in the north like Scotland and

Scandinavia.

“We’ve made some significant
changes to our hiking offerings in
southern Europe,” said Hazel McGuire,
general manager for Europe at Intrepid

Travel. “We've stopped offering hikes
in July and August in Portugal, Spain
and Greece. It has happened over the
last couple of years and it is linked to the
rising temperatures.

“The heat presented a danger,” Ms
McGuire added.

“Scientific studies consistently show
that adults older than 65 years, people
with cardiopulmonary and other
chronic diseases, and very young chil-
dren are particularly vulnerable to the
effects of heat,” The Lancet, medical

journal, noted in a recent report.

Greece registered its earliest
recorded heatwave last week, forcing
the closure of the Acropolis and some
schools as the temperature rose to 43C
(109F) in Athens. Greece is expected to
record the warmest June ever.

The country now has a heat-related
health warning system called Heat-
Alarm, launched last year after scien-

Locations where elderly have died on holiday
this year

+ Pyrenees
Mathraki Samos
Medi;;r:nean Amorgos — 4 Symi

Crete «

tists said “the eastern Mediterranean is
facing an increased occurrence of
intense and long-lasting heatwaves.
Such extremes will be the norm”.

“In the summer we are going north,
to Norway, which has become very pop-
ular, and Scotland. These are now our
biggest destinations for summer hik-
ing,” said Ginny Lunn, the owner of hik-
ing travel company WalkingWomen.

“The heat is arriving earlier. You just
have to rethink how you plan your holi-
day,”

Age has appeared to be a significant
factor in recent hiking deaths - most
were in their sixties and seventies.

Michael Mosley, the 67-year-old
health journalist died last month after
going for a walk on Symi, a Greek island
in temperatures of 38C, while, on Fri-
day, a 70-year-old British man was
found dead in the Spanish Pyrenees.

Meanwhile a Dutch hiker, 74, was
found dead on Samos, Greece, and ear-
lier this week a 67-year-old German
walker died while hiking in Crete.

Also, a 55-year-old American tourist
died on Mathraki near Corfu, and Albert
Calibet, a 59-year-old American, went
missing on Amorgos, in Greece, and has
not yet been found.

Intrepid Travel said it registered 121
more climate-related incidents affect-
ing its clients last year than in 2022,
including extreme heat, floods and
wildfires. “Climate change is having a
meaningful impact on itineraries. We
have to be mindful of people’s enjoy-
ment: hiking when it’s 40C is not much
fun,” said Ms McGuire.

The global tour operator saw a 61 per
cent increase last year in “shoulder sea-
son” bookings - between peak and off-
peak - in western Europe.

Far-Right politician bites protester on leg

By James Jackson

A FAR-RIGHT German politician bit a
protester on the leg as tens of thousands
gathered for a march against his party.

Stefan Hrdy of the Alternative for
Germany (AfD) party was driving to an
event in the west German city of Essen
when the street was blocked by some
150 protesters.

The former parliamentary candidate
was filmed being told by police he
should find an alternative route.

However, disregarding the advice, he
went on to thrust himself into the pro-
test and grapple with several people.

“Someone kicked me in the calf from
behind, I fell and then had three or four
people on top of me,” Mr Hrdy, 67, told
the German tabloid Bild. “The man

whose leg I then bit in self-defence had
previously kicked me in the face. Then
the police came and freed me,”
he added.

The protest was one of a number
across Essen that drew some 50,000
people looking to express their anger
over the rise of the AfD.

The party was meeting after its
record European Union election result
earlier this month. It came second
nationally in parliamentary elections.

It was first in all of the eastern
German states except for Berlin and is
poised for victory in upcoming
elections in the states of Thuringia,
Saxony and Brandenburg in September.

The party has been accused of racism
for its hardline views on immigration,
claims that its leaders deny. On

Saturday, protesters projected the anti-
Nazi slogan “Never again” on the
Grugahalle building, where the party
was meeting, and attempted to block
members from entering.

Several clashes broke out with police,
who used tear gas to disperse the
crowds. Two officers were hospitalised
and 28 were injured.

The congress went ahead half-an-
hour later than scheduled owing to
the protests.

“We are here and we will stay,” said
the AfD co-president, Alice Weidel. “We
have the right, like all political parties,
to hold a congress.”

The AfD ended its second day of
conference early to watch Germany
defeat Denmark in the Euro
2024 tournament.

Gunmen open fire at wedding in France

By Vivian Song

ONE person was killed and another
three were in critical condition after
masked gunmen opened fire at a wed-
ding reception in north-eastern France
early on Sunday.

Police believe the attack outside the
Eden Palace hall near Thionville was a
targeted assassination, with some
sources pointing to drugs.

Around 100 guests were in attend-
ance when a car pulled up at around
lam local time and three masked men
got out carrying automatic weapons.

The masked gunmen opened fire in
the direction of three guests standing
outside the hall smoking, killing one
person and injuring five others, before
fleeing.

“Several dozen rounds of ammuni-
tion were fired,” said a statement from
the local prosecutor’s office.

According to the local paper Repub-
licain Lorrain, a man in his 30s died
while being transferred to hospital, and
three other victims were left in critical
condition.

A fifth victim, a pregnant woman,
suffered minor injuries, as did a sixth
person who was injured by shards of
broken glass.

The shooting is being treated as mur-
der and attempted murder by an organ-
ised criminal gang.

The victims were guests at a Turkish
wedding. Pierre Cuny, the mayor of
Thionville, wrote that the participants

were from the metropolitan area of
Metz and were not local.

Unconfirmed reports from police
sources said the attack was related to
drug crime.

“Clearly, we are heading towards a
settling of scores against a backdrop of
drug trafficking,” one unnamed police
source told French media. “The wed-
ding was not targeted as such, it was
people who were at the wedding.”

Police said the vehicle was probably a
four-wheel-drive BMW, but that its ori-
gins had yet to be confirmed. Thionville
is close to the Germany and Luxem-
bourg borders.

Drug trafficking has recently become
a big problem in the border region of
Lorraine.

In the neighbouring town of Vil-
lerupt, shootings between rival gangs
left five people injured in May 2023.
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Democrats create path for Biden ‘dignified’ exit

US *
ELECTIONS
2024 sm—

US president is at Camp
David for family gathering
as clamour for him to stand
aside reaching a crescendo

By Benedict Smith US REPORTER
in Washington

DEMOCRATS are laying groundwork
for Joe Biden to make a “dignified” exit
from the presidential race.

Following his disastrous
performance against Donald Trump in
Thursday night’s debate, the Biden
family gathered in Camp David, the
president’s country retreat, where they
are expected to discuss his future.

One Democrat official said the US
president could not be “dragged off
stage”, and needed relatives and
trusted advisers to convince him to
“walk off ” on his own terms. Senior
Democrats and friends of Mr Biden
pushed for this conversation to happen
over the weekend. However, his family
are said to have urged him to stay in
the race when they met yesterday,
while expressing frustration with aides
who prepared him for the debate.

Mr Biden was expected to spend
yesterday and today surrounded by
members of his immediate family,
including Jill Biden, the first lady, and
their granddaughters, Finnegan and
Natalie Biden. Among those pushing
Mr Biden to keep fighting was his son,
Hunter, who wants to repair the
damage done to his reputation by
Thursday’s debate, The New York Times
reported. A Biden campaign source
downplayed the significance of the
gathering, insisting the stay had been
planned some time in advance, adding
that discussions about his re-election
bid would be “informal or an
afterthought”. However, Mr Biden has
previously said he would notrun a
political campaign without the support
of his family. “We do everything by
family meetings,” he said in 2019.

The 8l-year-old president repeatedly
mumbled, veered off topic and froze
while speaking in front of an estimated
50 million viewers during the first
showdown against Trump hosted by
CNN. Mr Biden made another gaffe
over the weekend as he sought to calm
nerves of anxious donors at a campaign
reception in New York.

The US president claimed Trump
referred to America’s war dead as
“losers” and “suckers” when he
cancelled a visit to Aisne-Marne
American Cemetery, near Paris, in
2018. Mr Biden mistakenly said the
cemetery was located in Italy -
remarks that were later corrected on
the official White House transcript.

One Democratic official said Mr
Biden’s sister, Valerie Biden Owens,
who ran his campaigns for office for 4.0
years, and a longtime friend and
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The Biden family
disembark at
Hagerstown
airport, in
Maryland, which is
close to the
presidential retreat
Camp David

confidante Ted Kaufman, should urge
him to “walk of ” with “dignity”.

The individual, who is not part of
the Biden campaign or White House,
told Axios: “This is not about him
submitting to the will of others yelling
at him that he failed. Joe Biden is too
proud for that argument. He will not
be dragged off the stage.

“The goal is to let him walk off the
stage... He got rid of Trump; helped
prepare America through his
legislation for the future; and, under
his tenure, a generation of new
Democrats have emerged.”

Democratic donors, strategists and
politicians have urged Mr Biden to
drop out of the race for a younger
candidate who could block Trump
from reclaiming the White House.

Michael LaRosa, a former press
secretary to the first lady, said the
Biden family would seek to “defy
gravity and defeat the doubters”
instead of bending to outside pressure.

Biden camp shares polling
showing he is best placed
Democrat to beat Trump
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Referring to Mr Biden’s first
presidential run, he told The Telegraph:
“They're almost in an identical
situation from 1987, when they were
forced out by the press and the polls
and the pundits ... And I think they
learned long ago through that
formative experience that they weren’t
going to let outsiders push them out of
the race... their natural instinct is not
to let their hand be forced.”

In an email to supporters at the
weekend, the president’s campaign
claimed he was the only Democrat
capable of beating Trump.

It published polling that shows Mr
Biden performs better against Trump
than potential successors, but still
loses in a head-to-head match-up, by
45 per cent to 48 per cent. Gavin
Newsom, the California governor, took
44 per cent to Trump’s 47 per cent, and
Gretchen Whitmer, the Michigan
Governor, took 44 per cent to Trump’s
46 per cent, according to the data.

‘For weeks
and months,
In private,
they have all
said what we
saw — Joe1s
not as strong
as hewas a
couple of
years ago

Nate Silver, a prominent pollster,
noted that the other candidates
performed marginally worse despite
having a much smaller profile than Mr
Biden. “That this is the best talking
point they can come up with indicates
how poor their argument is,” he said.

A campaign email called Mr Biden’s
critics a “bedwetting brigade” made up
of “self-important podcasters”, and
“Maga |Make America Great Again|
uncles”. “Joe Biden is going to be the
Democratic nominee, period,” it
added.

The Democrats’ “big beasts”,
including Barack Obama, the former
president, and the former House of
Representatives speaker Nancy Pelosi,
have been outwardly supportive of Mr
Biden.

Notably, they have avoided making
public criticisms of the US president -
possibly hoping he will be convinced
to stand aside after taking stock of his
campaign this weekend.
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New York police shoot dead boy,
13, carrying replica handgun

By Our Foreign Staft

NEW YORK police have fatally shot a
13-year-old boy who was carrying a rep-
lica handgun only capable of firing
pellets.

A video released late on Saturday
showed an officer in upstate New York
firing on the youth, who had been tack-
led to the ground. Police said he pointed
the replica gun at officers.

The teen was killed a little after 10pm
local time on Friday Utica city, about
24:0 miles north-west of Manhattan. He
was one of two youths stopped by
officers in connection with an armed
robbery.

Both 13, they matched descriptions of
the suspects and were in the area at
around the same time on the following
day, police said. One was also walking in
the road, a violation of state traffic law.

The body-worn camera video
released by police captured an officer
saying he needed to search the boys to

Immediately, one of the two, identi-
fied by police as Nyah Mway, ran away.
A still from the video prepared by the
police appears to show Mway pointing
the gun at the pursuing officers while
running.

Police also edited the video to insert a
red circle around the weapon to high-
light it for viewers. The officers believed
it was a real handgun, police said, but it
was later determined to be areplica of a
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ensure they did not have any weapons Bodyworn camera video purports to

in their possession.
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Glock 17 Gen 5 handgun with a detach-
able magazine.

“During a ground struggle” with the
teen, one officer fired a single shot that
struck the boy in the chest, Mark Wil-
liams, chief of Utica police, said.

Mway was given “immediate” first
aid by the officers and taken to Wynn
Hospital, where he died.

The replica gun carried by the teen
“is in all aspects a realistic appearing
firearm with Glock markings, signa-
tures, detachable magazine, and serial
numbers,” Lieut Michael Curley, a
police spokesman, said via email.

A video posted to Facebook by a
bystander showed one of the officers
chasing after Mway and tackling him to
the ground.

It also showed the officer punching
the teen. A shot rang out as the teen was
on the ground.

The officer who fired his gun was
identified as Patrick Husnay. He and fel-
low officers Bryce Patterson and
Andrew Citriniti have been placed on
administrative leave with pay.
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Hurricane Beryl to hit Caribbean

amid fear of catastrophic damage

By David Millward

AN UNSEASONABLY early hurricane is
gathering strength as it bears down on
the Caribbean amid fears it could cause
Oft waves and catastrophic damage.

Hurricane Beryl is on the cusp of
becoming the earliest category four
storm - the second highest category - in
history as it reaches wind speeds of
120mph and possibly exceeds them
over the next 24 hours. Hurricane
warnings have already been issued for
Barbados, St Lucia, St Vincent and the
Grenadines, Grenada and Tobago.

Martinique - a beloved private geta-
way among the rich and famous - is
under a tropical storm warning, while
Dominica and Trinidad are under a
tropical storm watch.

“Potentially catastrophic wind dam-
age is expected where the eyewall of
Beryl moves through portions of the
Windward Islands, with the highest risk
of the core in St Vincent and the Gren-
adines, and Grenada,” the US National
Hurricane Center warned.

IS here

“Beryl is expected to rapidly
strengthen and be a major hurricane
when it reaches the Windward Islands
late Sunday night or Monday, bringing
destructive hurricane-force winds and
life-threatening storm surge,” it added.

Forecasters have predicted waves

could be 9ft high when Beryl makes
landfall.

‘Please take this very
seriously and prepare
yourselves. Thisisa
terrible hurricane’

Long queues have already been form-
i