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GAVARA NAIDU, 37/5.9', Sathayam,
Kumbam, Midhunam, B.E., M.Tech.,
Ph.D, Associate Professor at Bhopal,
Divorcee seeks educated Bride/ Di-
vorcee with no issue. Ct: 9360654171

RICH NAIDU, 34yrs, BE, MBA, Di-
vorce, Elite Business Family.Seeks
Suitable Bride Ct:9962791888/
7094991999

CHRISTIAN DOCTOR, 38/177, MBBS
MD Paediatric Neonatologist, fair
Divorcee seeks good looking
Doctor/non medico Bride Age 30-35,
Kerala/Tamilnadu. caste no bar, no
kids. Ct:94433 26119/86100 20066

NAIDU 32 B.Tech IT PGDM HR Chennai
Seeks Naidu(Any) Working Bride
Engg/ CA/ DR. Cell: 9444753417

56 YRS, Divorced, no child, Own
business, Spiritually Awakening,
Affectionate Man need same minded
suitable woman Only Direct Ct:
8508851019

AGE 55YRS Divorce, Bank VRS, seek
life partners/ bride bet 45 to 50.
Caste/Religion No Bar. Ct
8939574245

MUDALIAR 28/175CM, B.Tech,MS work-
ing in Europe, Lithuania, seeks
suitable Qualified Bride with IT
or Finance. Ct 9444267104/
9940074508

MUDALIYAR, KETTAI/VIRCHIGAM, 37,
171CM, BUSINESS 60K.p/m, seeks
suitable bride. Ct:9884220959

CHENNAI HINDU SC AD 41 Unmarried
Govt Banker seeks Suitable Bride
Same Caste,Subsects Caste No Bar
9884030032/9710389812

SEEKING ALLIANCE for our Son 37/
175cms, Good Looking, Doing own
business (Trichy & Coimbatore)
from an affluent family. Caste no
bar. Prefers pet lovers. Contact:
9363336647

SAIVAPILLAI SIMMAM/ 31/ 175/ BE,
MBA/ Pvt Sector/ PA 24L/ Seeks Edu-
cated Employed Bride. Ct:
9444436363/ 8248950499

DIVORCEE (MUDALIAR & Naidu) 36Yrs,
MBA,Business, Chennai,50 Lakhs PA,
only son, Elite Family,Seeks
bride− Any degree/ caste nobar−
9840912588

VANIKA VYSHYA Boy, Chess Grand Mas-
ter, 26,168, Kettai, Superinten-
dent with Railways, Chennai set-
tled, doing MBA, Nagercoil based,
7010758913

HINDU NADAR, 38yrs, 167cms, BE, Di-
vorce, Elite Business Family.
Seeks Suitable Bride Contact:
9380791999

MUDALIAR/ PILLAI 32 M.Tech (IIT),
MBA(IIT),Punarpoosam,Short lived,
innocent, unconsummated divorcee.
Manager @ PSB Chennai.Seeks good
looking Bride from decent family.
9830282090

HINDU SOZHIAVELLALAR 28yrs, Fair,
a data scientist with a Masters de-
gree, working in a reputed MNC in
Chennai, Seeks a well educated,
working girl from a decent family.
He is responsible and values educa-
tion and family. Caste no bar
9789891685

HINDU NADAR Age 34/ BE, MS, Vege-
tarian Australian Citizen. seeks
well educated, Beautiful Bride
Caste No Bar/ No Expectation Ct:
99629 37761

HINDU KONGU Vellala Gounder 37/183
Sadayam, B.Sc, MBA Job, Business
36L PA. Working Chennai Upper Mid-
dle Class. Suitable Girl any De-
gree, Any Caste in BC. Whatsapp:
9360323979

HINDU AGE 50 Good Facility Expecta-
tion Over 46 Very Comfortable For
Un Married Faithful Life Partner.
Contact: 82208 19962

ADIDRAVIDAR, AGE 28 BE (CSE), PVT
80,000/− Well settled. Wants Suit-
able Bride. 08122289871/ 9444139323

MUDALIAR 29, BE, MBA, 178cm smart
18 lacs p.a,well settled family
seeks bride CNB,8778514465/
7200866346

HINDU NADAR, 25yrs, BE, Well do to
family, Elite Family. Seeks Suit-
able Bride Contact: 9380791999

BRIDE WANTED Rich Mudaliyar 28yrs
MS(US),Own Manufacturing Indus-
tries Elite family 9710093999/
9710091999

✔ PILLAI(KARUNEEGAR), DOB:24−01−
92, BE, Veg, Job: MNC (Software)
Chennai, Annual Income: 25 lakhs.
Seeking a suitable bride from the
same or any other community. Ph:
9841784047 Email: pingme.arul@
gmail.com.

DOCTOR, AGE:29 MBBS,MD, 1Lakh&
Above (Govt) only son well Set-
tled. Seeks Doctor,BE & Any PG.
Ph:9087764577

44YRS, FREELANCER, unmarried boy
seeks bride. Divorce, widow wel-
come. Location: Mumbai & Coimbat-
ore. Email:naidu2002@gmail.com,
9443366363

PILLAI 36 Central Govt officer
Swati/ Tula looking bride CNB
first/second marriage 8056033532

HINDU SC, AD, 35 years, 175cm,
BCA, Entrepreneur ( LPG Distribu-
tor − Indian Oil Corporation),
17LPA, Bangalore, Father is a Doc-
tor, Well−settled family. Caste No
Bar. Ct: 7892143841 / 9008202775

HINDU PILLAI Mudhaliar 34yrs 180cm
MCA IDFC First Bank Branch Manager
Cbe. Ct: 9790596388 / 9994159877

Pillai/ Mudaliar, Poorattadhi 28/167cm
B.Tech, MBA, HR. IT,10L PA Chennai
seeks employed Girl. Ct: 94443 67697

BE IIT 6'2 Height Mudaliar 32yrs Tech
Lead Top MNC in Hyderabad Sal 75
lacs seeks Bride 5 '4 Same or Allied
Castes Tamil,Telugu. Ct: 7382620365

Vanniya Kula Kshatriya, 26 yrs, Tall,
fair, Chennai based, highly educated
boy with clean habits from an upper
middle class well settled family. Loo-
king for a suitable bride from a decent
family background. Contact:
sakurarise2024@gmail.com, Whats-
App 7200253135.

PILLAI / SOZHIYA VELLALAR Non-
Veg 34/174 BE MIB(France) Fair Boy
Punarpoosam Business Analyst MNC
Chennai.Seeks apt Bride.95978 66978

BRIDE WANTED Mudaliyar, 27yrs,
B.Tech, Elite Industrial Back-
ground Business Family 9710093999/
9710091999

HINDU NADAR, 25yrs, 180cms, LLM,
VIP Family. Seeks Suitable Bride.
Contact: 9380791999

NAIDU, AGE − 35 , BE, Ms., (SG) on-
ly Son − well settled −seeks suit-
able Bride Contact : 9445716965

HINDU Nadar 32/160cm Star Revathi
works in IT seeks alliance from IT Field
Ct: 95149 52555 / 99444 10712

INTER CASTE 31yrs 186cm (Ht)
B.Tech MBA, well of family, only
son, looking for caste nobar bride
from decent & educated family Ct
9940198599

MUDALIAR (CNB) 30/ Handsome,
B.Tech, MS (USA), Amazon, SWE,Cali-
fornia, USA,10Lakhs Pm,Elite fami-
ly, Seeks bride USA/Canada/India−
9962530015

MUDALIAR (CNB): 28/ 6feet Ht,
B.Tech (NIT), MNC, Bangalore,
300000 PM, well settled family,
seeks bride Eng/ Doctor − Ct:
8925019776

AGE 46, 2nd Marriage, Working in
Hospital at Qatar.Suitable Bride
who willing to come Qatar. Ct:
+97433840227 / 9498328263

ADVOCATE MSC &BA BL. Banking &High
Court seeking bride Fairlooking &
Graduate only vegetarian.
9080374843.

BRAHMIN IYER 40 years Poorattadhi
Bharadwajam, B.com., Dip. in Hotel
Mgt. Working in Star Hotel, Chen-
nai Seeks Bride 35− 38 years, pre-
fer Divorcee W/o issues also Sub-
sect no bar. Contact No: 9840215610

WE ARE a Tamil Hindu family, look-
ing for an alliance for our son C.
Dinesh, aged 30 yrs, residing in
Chennai, working for a Bangalore
based firm, height 5’8", M.S. grad-
uate, Hindu, Iyer. The bride
should hail from a decent educated
family, same caste, 24−30 yrs old.
Contact with astrological details:
7845419278/ 6385425992 /
9940164140 or email: chandru1053@
gmail.com

IYER NAITHRUPAKASHYAPA Mri-
gasirisham 1982 born 6ft Manager
never married seeks any Brahmin
suitable bride 9444402146

BRIDE WANTED Elite Iyer, 36yrs,
BE, well educated family, Need on-
ly vegetarian. Ct:9710093999/
9710091999

BRAHMIN BOY, 36/170, BE, Manager,
Pvt Co., Chennai, 14 LPA, Own
House Seeks any Brahmin Girl.
7598084209.

Vaaniyar Chetty-38 Visagam 176cm
MS(Sweden) Working Sweden 60L PA
(Swedish Citizen & OCI) Seeks BE/
MS/ MBA/ MCA/ CA/ PHD/ Prof. Bride
CNB. Contact: 98404 29799

AFFLUENT KAMMA 43 BE/MBA business
with Public Sector handsome seeks
good looking qualified bride. Sect
nobar. 9444410207/ tvm1945@
gmail.com

KAMMA NAIDU 33/180 B.Tech, MS(USA)
H1B/I−140 well settled & educated
family seeks qualified, good look-
ing bride USA employed CNB.
9150268143

NAIDU 1994 born 186 cm BE MBA. Pi-
lot with Indigo seeks fair educat-
ed Bride. Ct: 95000 57987, 74284
47958

NAIDU 28/180 Fair, MBA,HR in US
Based Chennai 9.5Lp.a seeks Educat-
ed Bride from Decent Family.
9003153493

RICH NAIDU, 27yrs, BE, Well Set-
tled Family in Chennai,Seeks Suit-
able Bride Contact:9962791888/
7094991999

KAMMA NAIDU 32y BE 185cm 7Lpa good
looking (Simha/Magam) upper−middle
class groom based in Chennai seek-
ing educated bride who values fami-
ly. Sub−caste may also contact.
Please send profiles with photo-
graph to kuppu.soundarrajan@
gmail.com.

BALIJA 29/180 BE/ M.S (Ger)
workingin Germany 51Lpa. Seeks
Suitable Bride. Ct: 9442623203 /
9442838203

TELUGU Brahmin 1996/ Mulakanadu/
Kasyapa/ Revathi-2 B.E, MBA seeks
Employed Girl Subsect no bar Contact:
91769 05224 / 98414 01224

BALIJA Naidu Ayilyam/ Kadagam 30/
180cm B.E work at UK seeks Qualified
Bride. Ct: 99403 16508/ 93817 33497

BALIJA-2nd marriage- bride-
groom-41y - pvt emp - salary 50k-
tirupati - 7093722724

NAIDU 29/182 Handsome, MBBS,MD,
Reputed Hospital 1000000.PA, Afflunet
Family,CNB.9043991629, 9043987029

CSI Christian Nadar 26yrs / 155cms.
MA English, Media Consultant, Well off
Family, Father is a Sr Officer, In Govt.
Service, Looking for a Suitable Match
from Same Community settled in
Chennai or Abroad. Ct : 89399 99558.

WANTED GROOM with qualification
Chartered Accountant or post gradua-
te in Accounts and Finance, good loo-
king and character and with clean hab-
its for our daughter aged 27 years,
height 158cms and weight 60kg, Va-
niya Chettiar, beautiful and soft-spoken
working in MNC in Chennai. Her hob-
bies are bharathanatyam, dance, ten-
nis, violin and book-reading, We prefer
groom from Hindu, tamil-speaking,
non-vegetrarian, chettiar, mudaliar, pil-
lai and vellalar only. Please send
groom‘s horoscope and other details to
What'sapp number 9444587465.

IRELAND BASED Tamil SW Engr,
Google, 35, Resident permit holder
seeks suitable grooms IT/Software
willing to relocate. Caste no bar.
arivssun@gmail.com.

ATTRACTIVE, FAMILY−ORIENTED, 28,
5’7", Manchester−educated, UAE−
based, upper−middle−class Malay-
alee & Catholic. Seeking accom-
plished, open−minded, compatible
groom. Religion & community no
bar. Call 9345634365.

NAIDU DIVORCEE Issueless 48, MBA,
ACS Working. Seeks unmarried Issue-
less Divorcee Groom, CNB−
9360167989

58 YEARS old divorcee, Christian, R N
settled in U S A, seeks groom (US
citizen or immigrant) age below 62,
healthy, educated, understandable,
who is more spiritual than religious.
Religion and caste no bar. Contact :
Ph + 1(404)213-9869, E-mail id :
karivelila@bellsouth.net

HINDU, SOFTWARE Engineer (USA),
divorcee (no issues), 42, seeking pro-
fessionally qualified grooms, Tamil/ Ke-
rala,working in USA-9895022376.

SC 31YRS Fair/ Dip in Nursing /Di-
vorcee /One Daughter/Seeks Suit-
able Groom in Chennai/ CNB/
Ct:9600714682

BEAUTIFUL SOUTH Indian MBBS gradu-
ate sunni muslim girl aged 24
years seeking marriage proposals
from suitable sunni muslim boys
preferably doctors. contact
7448555970.

BALIJA NAIDU M.B.B.S Kettai,
Viruchikam 26/165 fair good look-
ing girl, Kanchipuram seeks Doctor
(or) Professionally settled from
Naidu families Contact:
9443380196, 9442202555

HINDU YADAVA, 28, MD (Pediatrics),
Doctor, Madurai seeks Yadava PG
Doctor Groom. Ct: 9843811171

MD ANESTHESIOLOGY Doctor, 1989
born 165cm fair, beautiful, cul-
tured and homely. Settled in Chen-
nai. Father Doctor Kerala Nair ,
Mother Tamil CSI. Doctor and Engi-
neer grooms preferred. Ct:
9840050381/ 9840985383

SAIVA PILLAI Family, Fair, Age 26,
162cm, Govt Doctor, Seeks Groom
(MBBS/MD/MS) Preferred; Chennai
Age 27− 29 any Saiva Group. Ct:
9444682112

GROOM WANTED Rich Mudaliyar,
29yrs, MBBS, MD, Elite business
family in Chennai Ct: 9710093999/
9710091999

VANNIAR, AFFLUENT Family (Di-
vorce) aged 33 years, Dr. MS (O&G)
seeks same profession bridegroom,
sub caste no bar. Call : 98941 34981

VANNIYAR 25/160 Fair BDS working
Chennai seeks age 29−32 Groom 1st
prefered Govt Doctor/Doctor
9962375456

HINDU REDDY 33Y, 165cms Doctor
MBBS, MS. Suitable Never Married
Groom From Chennai CNB Call: 89256
40111

Good-Looking Sambavar Protestant
Christian Malayali Girl, 26/160,
M.Com, Mgr Pvt Sect Bank, Mumbai
seeks Qualified Professionals from
any Christian Denomination. CT:
99304 70030 (Brokers pls excuse)

SC, AD, Bank Employee, Age: 31,
Triupathi. Seeks Bank Employee or
Government Employee: Ct: 9000180420

EZHAVA Girl, 29, 154 cm, PhD, UGC
NET with JRF in English Literature;
Assistant Professor in a Prestigious
Unaided College in Thiruvanantha-
puram, only Child of Wealthy and
well-educated parents, invites suita-
ble alliance. Contact: 9895891644;
9947328445.

PQSM 4 Smart, Fair, Good looking,
Punjabi (Sikh Girl) Dec 94, 165 cm,
PQ, Working in Hyd. Ph: 9849640921
Email: deepa.chadha4@gmail.com

MUSLIM GIRL 37 Fair Slim BE(CSC),
look for employed BE, MBA never
married tamil muslim Groom.
9444235779

CHRISTIAN NADAR Fair, B.Tech (NIT)
, 28 years/165cm, Assistant Direc-
tor (Group A), Central Govt. seeks
suitable Groom. Ct : 9840274501 /
raphha72@gmail.com

TAMIL MUSLIM 27/168 MS Persuing
seeks prof qualified groom Ct:
8220042091 mdullahsafi@gmail.com

ROMAN CATHOLIC. Tamil. 26yrs,
159cms, B.Arch. Employed at a Pri-
vate Interior Design Firm in Chen-
nai. Father is a Chartered Accoun-
tant, managing partner of Chennai
based CA firm with 40 plus years
of practice. Chartered Accountant
groom with willingness to under-
take practice preferred. Contact:
9600839917 (Father).

ROMAN CATHOLIC, Tamil, Sozhiya Vel-
lalar. 30 years / 168 cms / B.Tech
IT working at Freshworks, Chennai.
Seeks suitable bridegroom of same
community employed in Chennai. Par-
ents: 9444170346 / 9840246328

CSI CHRISTIAN Girl 34 BE Working in
MNC seeks BE/ME Christian Bride-
Groom with Good Job.CT:9043019165

SEEKING A suitable, Highly Qualified,
Handsome Groom from an affluant fair
Cultured family for a Tamil Catholic
very fair and beautiful Post Graduate
Doctor-30/157cm, Contact :
9611793756.

DKV/SC 30/167 fair BE, TCS Chen-
nai, Parents Hindu/CSI. Seeks
Groom Dr/Er, Govt Employee.
8056143638

CHRISTIAN AD Girl 29Yrs/167cm
MBBS MD., (Govt., CBE) good looking
seeks Doctor / Any Govt (IAS/IPS/IFS)
Groom.CT: 9578815447, 9442353301.

RC F.DO, born again 29yrs/ 177cm,
M.A. M.Phil, B.Ed, looking for God
fearing Groom. whatsapp 9841759723

CASTE NO Bar, 37yrs, MBBS, MD,
Elite Business Family. Seeks Suit-
able Groom Contact: 9047192999

GROOM WANTED Rich Mudaliyar 25yrs
BE Own schools & Colleges, Elite
Business Chennai 9710093999/
9710091999

ADIDRAVIDAR 31/FAIR, B.E,MBA (HR)
Consultant MNC Chennai, Father ITS
officer, Seeks groom− Business/
Eng/ Govt.office− 7708827265,
8939012419

For Tamil Hindu girl working in US,MS
MBA. H1B visa. Contact: 9710905191.

VANNIYAR AGE−26, Moolam / Dhanusu,
B.Com, CA(Final), Working @ Bank,
Sal.30K, Seeks Well Educated, Work-
ing Groom. Ct: 9962791097

AGAMUDI MUDALIAR Elite Family 32/
165 Mirugasim, Raghu in Lagnam PG
(HR MNC) Seeks IIM/PG Groom.
9176780777

MUDALIYAR BE, MS (USA) 27/160cm,
Uthirattathi, Meenam, Rahu Dosham
seeks Groom from USA only. Caste
No Bar. Ct: 99404 67269, 90941
11976

SEEKING NEVER married Tamil/Telugu
Groom age(41−44) working in Chen-
nai or US for Naidu Bride− SWE Con-
tact: hemapriya.h@gmail.com/
9962805093

ELITE MUDALIYAR 26yrs M.Arch Elite
business family in Chennai Seeks
Suitable Groom 9710093999/
9710091999

HINDU NADAR 34Yrs/160cm M.Sc
M.Phil Ashwini Central Govt Job at
Bangalore 80K pm. CT: 94899-72544.

TELUGU BALIJA Naidu 27 Yrs / 155Cm
Barani / Mesham Completed P.hd
(zoo) Assistant Professor in Lead-
ing College in Chennai. Seeks Dr/
Er From Balija Naidu Only. Ct:
9486106465

SC ADIDRAVIDA Divorced No Child
Age38 BE EEE Wrg In Ch MNC. Set-
tled Suit Groom With Broad mind
9940347310

ADIDRAVIDAR AGE 29/155, BE, ME Pvt
70000/− pm. Fair, Well Settled,
Wants Suitable groom. Ct:
9080344044

09−01−1986, FEMALE, BE (CS), Mukku-
lathor, working in USA (IT), unmar-
ried, Moolam Star (Dhanusu), Expec-
tation: CNB, unmarried, Same quali-
fications, Age: 38 − 41, USA (NRI)
preferred. +91 9962024635

HINDU SC AD pooradam B.Sc 38/150.
Only daughter. First marriage. Fa-
ther Rtd bsnl 9952953229 Chennai
Pref.

MUDALIAR PARENTS seek professional
groom settled in UK for their
daughter age 32 height 172 cm Re-
vathi studied medicine in UK and
working as surgeon. Ph: 9884452926

HINDU TAMIL Yadava 28/165 / B.Tech
/Revathi / MNC, Chennai / PA 10 Lac.
Seeks software bridegroom from the
same community. Ct: 9443536068,
9442992555

EMPLOYED GROOM Below 41 Yrs Re-
quired for a Hindu Nadar Divorcee
36 Yrs Getting Six Digit Pay.
9443156344

TN HINDU Nadar BC Girl, Aug'94
/167cms/63kg/Thiruvathirai/ME at MIT,
Chennai, Now at IIT Kharagpur, West
Bengal doing 1st year PhD seeking
well settled Prof/Scientist, any BC
groom in India. Ct. 96265 15511.

CNB, 27YRS, B.Tech, Well Educated
Family, Seeks Suitable Groom Con-
tact: 9710093999/ 9710091999

HINDU NADAR, 30yrs, MBBS , MD,
167cms,Divorce, Rich and Affluent
Seeks Suitable Groom Contact:
8524891999

ILLATHU PILLAIMAR Hindu, 28/157
BE, MBA Chennai. Seeks Bridegroom
with decent Family. Ct:9841712766

33 YEARS Patent Lawyer Parents Mud-
haliar Naidu Intercaste. Coimbat-
ore Grooms. Please Contact:
iprbalu_lawyer@yahoo.co.in

MUDALIAR, SWATHI, 42/165, BE MBA,
MBA(IIM) working in TCS 40 L PA,
Preferred Professional qualified,
Caste No Bar. suhamano@yahoo.com

HINDU CA Auditor 31/158cm Fair
Legally Divorced Caste No Bar,
Seeks suitable Groom WhatsApp
8667868854

DOCTOR AGE:27 MBBS,MS 60k above.
Very Fair&Well Settled. Seeks Doc-
tor, BE any PG & business.
Ct:9176737036

THULUVA VELLALA Mudaliar Girl 33/
160cm Krithigai, P.G, Employee in
IT Chennai, Seeks Groom Ct:
9445505491

MUTHURAJA 26/ 163cm Aswini, M.S
Biotech USA, fair and good looking
Seeks groom settled/ working in
USA. CNB 9962540226

LOOKING FOR a post−graduate & em-
ployed groom from small Tamil/
South Indian family for a Tamil Mu-
daliar girl employed in London, PG
(Finance) 28 yrs /165 Cms. Want
eco−friendly simple marriage and
strictly no dowry. Write to dngblr@
yahoo.in with details & photo.

TAMIL VISHWAKARMA Goldsmith
girl, 26/154 cm, B.Sc, M.Sc, Working in
Trichy ( Having Star – Ayilyam ) see-
king below 31 yrs, well-educated,
Tamil/Malayali, groom, Middle/Upper
middle class family working in
Govt/Public/MNC Sector, Contact :
97460 36999.

HINDU, BALIJA/ Gavara Naidu, Doc-
tor MBBS, MS, 27y, 159cm, fair,
good looking, Seeks PG/ SS Doctor
or professionally settled family in
India/ abroad. Contact: 6385332283.

HINDU MUDALIAR 25 / 158 cm B.E.,
M.Sc., Data Science London, likely
settle in Chennai Seeks Suitable
Groom. Contact : 9600034326

ASWINI MESAM 29/161 MBBS, MD DNB
Pulmonology, seeks Doctor, IPS,
IAS. Mail: sendhu94@gmail.com
8148895304

MUSLIM GIRL 22/162cm BE(CSE)
very fair selected in MNC Chennai well
to do Fmly in Chennai. 9445556810

ALLIANCE INVITED from Well quali-
fied and well settled pleasant per-
sonality Brahmin Groom based in In-
dia / Abroad for Good looking
Tamil Iyer Girl , Mumbai educated
PG Doctor (O&M Surgeon) , Vadama ,
Srivatsa , Ashwini 30Y/165cm. Con-
tact: Viswanathan 9841067515 & Anu-
radha 7738271943 / 9321214357

SAIVA Pillai Girl 26/160 Ayilyam Fair
B.Tech SWE MNC B‘Lore,9367762226
senthilnathanb76@gmail.com. Cbe

Groom required for M A qualified
Mudaliar girl 24/162,from good family,
contact: 94990 15259.

IIM MBA Bride working in Bangalore
Mudaliar 34yrs, Seeks PG Executive
Groom, CNB. Ct : 9843039750.

SC AD 36 BE, Sr. Software Engineer
in TCS Chennai.18LPA. Never Married
Seeks suitable Groom. C:99521 47216

GROOM WANTED Rich Naidu 30yrs
B.Tech, MS(US), Working in US,
Elite Business Chennai 9710093999/
9710091999

BALIJA NAIDU - Upper Middle class
family is looking for a suitable Bride-
groom for their daughter working in the
USA, 29 years, Wheatish, 5.1 ft, BE.,
MS.,(USA) and pursuing MBA in USA.
Bridegroom must be well educated,
working in USA and must be well sett-
led from a decent family. CT:
9047010018 / 9787943250.

HINDU GAVARA Naidu, 31/170, SWE,
USA, 10 LPA seeks suitable Groom
from same caste/ sub caste. Ct:
8072397518 / 9487752230.

NAIDU 27/165 Fair Beautiful MBBS,
MD−Doing Afflunet Family Immediate
Marriage,CNB. 9043991629,9043987029

33yrs Girl B.E M.S Working in USA,
Divorced &no Kids,Seeks Telugu/Tamil
groom must Work in USA 9444991859

HINDU BALIJA Divorced 32/155cms,
MBA working in MNC seeks Naidu
Groom Divorced / Unmarried below
38yrs Working. CNB Ct: 91766 59800

LOOKING FOR a suitable Good look-
ing Sunni Muslim boy for our daugh-
ter 27 yrs height 5.10 B.E.M.S.
working in Ireland., Tall Boy with
B E.MS from Chennai/ Bangalore
working in Ireland/ UK.is pre-
ferred. For further information
please mail to naseem.begum69@
gmail.com

MUSLIM GIRL 22/162cm BE(CSE)
very fair selected in MNC Chennai well
to do Fmly in Chennai. 9445556810

AGRONOMIST REQUIRED at Hosur (TN).
pharma14g@gmail.com (9844030831)

MOLYKOTE AVAILABLE. 9841020614. Ex−
stock; kishore@4pcorporation.com

US UK Canada All Caste Religion
1st Marriage Remarriage.
Ct:8248757840

Hindu, Bengali 33/6ft Phd, Assistant
Proffesor IIT Kanpur seeks suitable
well educated Bride. Caste no bar.
Mobile: 8240619913

AGE 37 Handsome, Settled Groom
seeks Dignitary Family Bride& 1st
Marriage, Remarriage, Divorce
9597834451

DM−DOCTOR (DEC 91, Tamil, fair,
h’some, 185 cm, hastham) needs a
virtuous, tall, fair, b’ful PG Doc-
tor or non−medico bride below 30
years from Kongu Vellala, Kamma,
Pillai, Nair or such milieu− Par-
ents: 9342529547 / 9072118800.

HINDU BOY from a reputed family of
Kerala 55 years UK Citizen Self Em-
ployed, previous marriage annulled
looking for Bride( divorced also without
any issues)with traditional values wil-
ling to settle abroad. Interested profiles
with photograph send to email anil_raj
@hotmail.co.uk or WhatsApp:+4478
46738646, +919446457939, +919074
872179.

REMARRIAGE 38, BE,Builder Seeks
Bride,RC Christian& Hindu.Caste No
Bar/No Child, Widow&Divorce.
9840311225

31 YEARS. SBI. Currently in For-
eign Assignment. Tamil Christian.
Seeks financially independent in-
tellectually inclined Tamil/ Malay-
ali woman as life partner. Caste/
Religion No bar. Ctct: +968
78052213/ +91 9789227517 (Whatsapp
only)

1985/175CM, 50 Lakhs PA, Never Mar-
ried, Bangalore. WhatsApp: 96290
12248

KANNADA VOKKALIGA Gowda 33/171 Ma-
ham Tax Consultant and Advocate
15L/pa own house, Chennai seeks
Vokkaliga sudha Jathakam bride.
8939658785

BRIDE WANTED for 30−year−old
Knanaya Catholic based in Noida
working as Sr Content Growth
Strategist. Mob: 8080224002

RELIGION/ CASTE - No Bar -
Engineer (31/175) working at a repu-
ted MNC in Bangalore seeking alliance
from girls above 25 years - contact:
9786509095

HINDU VELAN, legally divorced boy
aged 34 years Bcom, MBA, Pvt firm
seeks marriage alliance from suitable
girls. Caste no bar. Contact:
9074654641, 9447720954

ARMY HAVILDAR Clerk, Hindu Pillai /
27/ 174cm/ BBA/ Rohini/ Trivandrum,
Caste no bar. Contact: 9495848462

EZHAVA BOY 29, BE MBA, Manager
Chennai, Shudha, Chennai settled,
Contact no: 94990 09783.

Alliance for smartha desastha boy
35/BE.MS/173cm SWE, Calgary
Canada, from qualified & employed
South Indian brahmin girls preferred.
Contact 9845830683 / 9480616626.

✔ NAIDU 29/180CM ,Pooratathi,
Btech, MS, Working as Research En-
gr, PR of Sweden, Contact father
9566682220

PROTESTANT CHRISTIAN Parents seek
Born Again and God Fearing Bride
for their Son, B.E, M.S (USA), 28/
172, working in USA, H1B. Caste No
Bar. Contact: 8122785230

GOVT. COLLEGE Professor, 39
Seeks Employed/ Unemployed Bride.
94426 95558

CHRISTIAN NADAR, Doctor, Divorcee
35yrs/178cm, MBBS, Dip in Cardiology
better earning lives in Nagercoil seeks
qualified/ Divorced Bride. 9003983230

WELL SETTLED TamilMuslim boy 25/
170. BE,MBA. Only child. IT job.
Seeks well settled TamilMuslim
girl 20−23.WhatsApp +919790305981
( reachus008@gmail.com )

RC CHRISTIAN, 41yrs/170, B.E. Soft-
ware Engineer, never married, work-
ing for mnc, Chennai, CT−9500188067
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Shivakumar
warns leaders

BENGALURU

Deputy Chief Minister D.K.

Shivakumar on Saturday

warned that notices will be

issued and disciplinary action

taken against those leaders

who publicly speak about the

change of Chief Minister or

creation of additional posts of

Deputy Chief Minister.

» Page 4

Long metro work
riles residents 

BENGALURU

Namma Metro’s work

continues to hinder daily life

on Bannerghatta Road for

residents, motorists, and

pedestrians. The work on the

21.26 km Pink Line began in

2019. » Page 2

Following a multi-crore
scam in the Valmiki ST De-
velopment Corporation,
the government has is-
sued a circular imposing
directives for “accounta-
bility and prudent man-
agement of public funds”
at State-owned compa-
nies, local bodies, univer-
sities and medical
colleges.

Chief Secretary Raj-
neesh Goel issued a circu-
lar to managing directors
or CEOs of such entities
that they should take up re-
views of banking opera-
tions and verify details of
all term deposits. Every or-
ganisation should maintain
a register for all deposits.
The register, kept in safe
custody, should be pro-
duced before the internal
auditor every month.

Aftermath of
scam: Fiat to
State-owned
entities

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

CONTINUED ON 

» PAGE 3

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah called on Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi in
New Delhi on Saturday and
sought the Centre’s clea-
rance for three major
pending water projects, in-
cluding Mekedatu project
which aims to provide
drinking water to Bengalu-
ru and surrounding resi-
dential areas from a dam
that has been planned.

The Chief Minister, dur-
ing his meeting with Mr.
Modi, raised the issue of
Upper Bhadra Project,
which is pending with the
Centre since 2020. It aims
to irrigate 2.25 lakh hec-
tares in central Karnataka
districts.

A sum of ₹5,300 crore
had been announced for
this in the Central Budget

for 2023-24, but so far no
grant has been released.
Mr. Siddaramaiah demand-
ed the early release of
funds for the project and
urged the Centre to declare
this scheme a national
project.

The other major drink-
ing project that needs the
Centre’s clearance is the
Kalasa Banduri nala pro-

ject, which was cleared by
a tribunal in 2018. A de-
tailed project report has
been submitted by the
State government. The
project aims at providing
water to the arid areas of
Kittur Karnataka.

He congratulated Mr.
Modi on becoming Prime
Minister for the third term.
“In the spirit of the princi-

ple of cooperative federal-
ism that you have es-
poused, I would like put
forth the aspirations of the
people of Karnataka,” the
Chief Minister said.

For Bengaluru
The Chief Minister empha-
sised Bengaluru’s invest-
ment needs and requested
the Centre’s intervention
in supporting the city for
its metro rail project, and
the peripheral ring road
project. 

He sought funds from
the Centre for construction
of a 60-km urban tunnel
roads at the cost of
₹30,000 crore for decon-
gestion of the tra�c in Ben-
galuru city. The cost of the
tunnel per km has been es-
timated at ₹500 crore.

CM calls on Modi, seeks clearance
for pending water projects 
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and his Cabinet colleagues with Prime

Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi on Saturday. 

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

CONTINUED ON 

» PAGE 3

Following an uptick in the
number of dengue cases in
Bengaluru, blood banks
are seeing an increase in
demand for platelets in
Bengaluru. Although there
is no shortage of this vital
blood transfusion compo-
nent as of now, the de-
mand has gone up, said all
the banks The Hindu spoke
to.

Most blood banks in
Bengaluru are facing a de-
mand of at least 30 ran-
dom donor platelet (RDP)
units a day, as against an
average of around 20 a day

otherwise. The require-
ment of single donor plate-
let (SDP) units — required
for critical patients — has
also gone up from two or

three to seven or eight per
day.

T.N. Ravi Kumar, Direc-
tor of Red Cross Blood
Bank Sub-Committee, said
the demand for SDP is high
in Red Cross Society’s
blood banks. “It has gone
up from 30 a day till last
month to over 45 now, a
majority of which is for
dengue patients. While we
are able to meet the de-
mand for RDP as we have

fresh frozen plasma stock
collected through organ-
ised blood donation
camps, for SDP, we need to
draw as and when there is
a requirement,” he said.

“As platelets have a max-
imum shelf life of �ve days,
laboratories usually pro-
cess the blood only when
required. But, in the cur-
rent situation, labs are pro-
cessing blood as and when
it is collected to reduce the
wait time. Platelets have to
be processed within six
hours of drawing blood,”
he said.

Uptick in dengue cases pushes up
demand for platelets in city

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

Blood stored at a blood bank in

Benglauru. FILE PHOTO 

There is, however, no
shortage of this vital
blood transfusion
component as of now

CONTINUED ON 

» PAGE 3

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) on Satur-
day searched multiple lo-
cations in Gujarat as part of
its probe into an alleged
conspiracy to help 30 stu-
dents in the recently held
National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test for under-
graduate medical colleges
at a Godhra examination
centre. On Friday, the
agency also arrested one
more accused in the NEET
question paper leak case in
Jharkhand.

The searches were car-
ried out in places linked to
the accused persons and
suspects in Godhra, Ahme-
dabad, Kheda, and Anand
districts of Gujarat.

The accused arrested in
the paper leak case on Fri-
day evening was identi�ed
as Jamaluddin, a journalist
working for a Hindi new-
spaper in Hazaribagh in
Jharkhand. According to

the agency, on the day of
the examination, he assist-
ed the Hazaribagh-based
Oasis School principal Ah-
sanhul Haque and vice-
principal Imtiaz Alam, who
were earlier arrested in the
case. On Saturday, the CBI
took the three, along with
two other accused people,
Manish Prakash and Ashu-
tosh Kumar for a medical
check-up.

CBI holds searches in
Gujarat in NEET leak
case; one more held

Mukesh Kumar, an accused in

the case, leaves after his

medical check-up in Patna. ANI

The Hindu Bureau
PATNA/DELHI

CONTINUED ON 

» PAGE 6

unwilling to give in. Hardik
Pandya rose to the occasion with
the crucial wicket of Heinrich
Klaasen, who was threatening to
run away with the game.

Jasprit Bumrah choked the
batters with a tight 18th over
before Arshdeep Singh kept the
batters on a leash in the
penultimate over.

With 16 required o� the �nal
over, Suryakumar Yadav took a
sensational catch at long-o� to
leave David Miller and South
Africa stunned. 

Hardik kept his cool to fashion

F
or a brief moment, it
looked like India would
trip over at the �nal hurdle

once again. Could it be another
case of ‘so near yet so far’?

In the summit clash of the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup here on
Saturday, South Africa was in
cruise mode. 

The Proteas needed just 30 o�
30 balls to win their maiden
World crown.

The Indians, however, were

a seven-run win. Emotions spilled
over when the triumph was
completed. Hardik couldn’t hold
back his tears nor could the
Indian fans who thronged the
Kensington Oval. At the other end
of the emotional spectrum, the
South Africans were shattered.

The skies opened up almost
immediately after India’s
incredible victory. Under the
showers, Rohit Sharma’s men
soaked with pride.

Ashwin Achal
BRIDGETOWN (BARBADOS)

Long wait ends: India won an ICC title after a 11-year drought, its last triumph coming in the 2013 Champions Trophy. K.R. DEEPAK

Rohit’s men rise to the
occasion in summit clash

South Africa loses the plot
from the brink of victory

After Kohli-Axar’s heroics,
Bumrah & Hardik seal it

MORE REPORTS ON 

» PAGE 14
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N
amma Metro’s work
continues to hinder
daily life on Ban-

nerghatta Road for resi-
dents, motorists, and pedes-
trians. The work on the 21.26
km Pink Line, which has 18
stations and connects Kale-
na Agrahara and Nagavara,
began in 2019. Since then,
those who have to traverse
Bannerghatta Road have
faced issues with regard to
bad roads, tra�c, noise, and
civic infrastructure, includ-
ing improper pavements
and street lights.

“The stretch from Bileka-
halli to Vega City Mall is rid-
dled with potholes, making
it di�cult to navigate due to
the poor road conditions.
Every time it rains, the
stretch gets �ooded, and
with repeated rains, the
potholes become larger and
more hazardous,” said Nith-
in Murthy, a resident of Vi-
jaya Bank Layout.

Meanwhile, BMRCL o�-
cials on the ground said as
work is completed in each
area, they have ensured that
the stretch is repaired and

the road is widened for
smooth tra�c �ow. Howev-
er, motorists complain of
bad stretches of road, that
are endangering motorists
and only adding to the tra�c
mess.

Abdul Imtiaz, a resident
of Arakere whose mobile
shop is located at the Arak-
ere signal, said, “The roads
have become narrower, and
the number of vehicles has
increased. 

Potholes have been seen
everywhere. The metro
work is delayed, which has

been going on for four years
now.”

Safety measures
Motorists have also com-
plained about the lack of sa-
fety measures during con-
struction hours. 

Satish Gowda, a resident
of Jayanagar who frequently
travels along Bannerghatta
road, said, “The metro work
is going well, but the safety
measures are lax, with no
red caution tape or rope be-
ing used to mark the metro
construction site. The foot-

paths are neglected, and
pedestrians walk along the
road, adding to road conges-
tion.” 

He also mentioned that
streetlights in the area are
sometimes faulty, given that
they are solar-powered.

Another concern among
motorists is the dust and
noise pollution caused by
the ongoing metro work. 

Divya K, a resident of Got-
tigere, has to ride her scooty
to work every day and com-
plained of the amount of
dust and noise she endured

during her journey.
Residents of the area also

mentioned how metro
work, which mostly takes
place at night, disturbs resi-
dents, especially senior
citizens.

However, Prateek Shyam,
a resident of Arekere, be-
lieves that the work is benef-
icial for everyone and said,
“It will only lead to develop-
ment. The merit of what
comes later makes it alright
for things to be a little di�-
cult in the construction pro-
cess.”

Metro work on Bannerghatta Road
inconveniences residents, motorists 

The poor condition of Bannerghatta Road is because of the ongoing metro work. K. MURALI KUMAR 

Ever since work began in 2019, they have been facing problems such as tra�c bottlenecks, noise, and potholes 

Dipti Wadhera 
Ananya Bejoy
BENGALURU

Accidents and lane viola-
tions are on the increase on
the Bengaluru-Mysuru ac-
cess-controlled highway. Ci-
tizens have been voicing
their concerns on social me-
dia. One incident involved a
Karnataka State Road Tran-
sport Corporation (KSRTC)
bus driver going on the
wrong side.

The police o�cials said
several incidents of road ac-
cidents resulting from
wrong-side driving, lane
jumping, and speeding on
the stretch had been report-
ed. On June 22 morning, a
KSRTC bus was seen going in
the wrong lane. Shreyas Be-
lur, a social media user, re-
corded this incident and
highlighted the driver’s reck-
less behaviour. KSRTC res-
ponded by con�rming that

an o�cial complaint had
been �led.

“The bus driver wanted
to avoid the toll. We have is-
sued a notice, and the driver
will face disciplinary ac-
tion,” said R. Venugopal, Di-

visional Controller of the
Bengaluru Central Division,
KSRTC. The Bengaluru Cen-
tral Division lodged an FIR
regarding the incident.
When questioned about the
rise in the number of acci-
dents, Additional Director
General of Police (Training,
Tra�c & Road Safety) Alok
Kumar said that cases were
being registered thanks to
heightened awareness, and
there was no surge in cases.

He emphasised that police
vigilance has instilled con�-
dence in the public, encou-
raging them to record and
report tra�c violations.

“In fact, the number of
deaths on these roads has
signi�cantly decreased.
They have come down to
single digits — three this
month, as opposed to pre-
vious months that reported
over 20 deaths each month,”
he said.

Citizens voice concerns over accidents caused by
lane-indiscipline on Bengaluru-Mysuru highway

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Cases are being
registered due to
heightened awareness,
and there has been no
surge in cases

Cyber fraudsters have now devised a
new modus operandi to cheat unsus-
pecting people: making phone calls
in the guise of police o�cers and
claiming that a relative has been ar-
rested in a narcotics case and that the
charges would be dropped if a bribe
is paid.

Many have fallen prey to this tac-
tic, despite it being only a slight mod-
i�cation of the now infamous courier
scam, where they call and claim that
a courier with narcotics in the per-
son’s name was intercepted by Cus-
toms o�cials at an airport and then
demand money to drop the charges.

The North Division Cybercrime
Police on Wednesday registered a
case against an unidenti�ed person
who, posing as a police o�cer from
Delhi, extorted ₹7,000 from a private
�rm employee after promising to
drop drug case charges against his
daughter. 

Based on Srinivas Nageshwara
Rao’s complaint, the police charged
the accused under Section 66C (iden-
tity theft) of the IT Act, 2000, for
further investigation.

Mr. Rao said the accused called
him on his mobile phone on Tuesday
and introduced himself as a police of-
�cer from Delhi. He further said the
police have arrested Rao’s daughter
for consuming drugs and are taking
her to Delhi. He also o�ered to help
him and drop the charges if he paid
₹15,000. Trusting him, Mr. Rao trans-
ferred ₹7,000 online, but later, he
grew suspicious and called his

daughter and found that she was in
the college safe. 

He is not alone. There have been
multiple cases registered with the ci-
ty police by victims who have been
cheated. An 18-year-old student was
robbed by a fraudster posing as a pol-
iceman who extorted ₹65,000 from
her on Tuesday. 

The accused called the girl, in-
forming her that her father has been
arrested in a drug peddling case and
will be taken to Delhi for further in-
vestigation. The accused demanded
money to release her father and drop
all charges. The victim arranged the
money and transferred it online, only
later realised that she had been
cheated. 

On Wednesday, a software engi-
neer from Kasavanahalli was cheated
by a conman using a similar modus
operandi. Based on Utkarsh Srivat-
sastav’s complaint, the Bellandur pol-
ice have taken up a case against an
unknown person, charging him with
impersonation and cheating. Mr. Sri-
vastav, in his complaint, said that the
caller, claiming to be a police o�cer,
informed him that his son was in-
volved in illegal activities and would
be arrested. He demanded ₹40,000
to drop charges, following which the
money was transferred online.

Fraudsters adopt new method
to cheat people online 

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Many have fallen prey to this
tactic, despite it being only a
slight modi�cation of the
courier scam. There have
been multiple cases
registered by victims who
were cheated

The Bengaluru branch of
the Bureau of Indian Stan-
dards (BIS), the National
Standards Body of India
(under the Ministry of Con-
sumer A�airs, Food and
Public Distribution, Govt
of India) on Friday organ-
ised Manak Manthan about
the recently added Amend-
ment-1 ( Jan. 2024) of In-
dian Standard IS
10702:2023 - speci�cation
for Hawai Chappal, for
comments from all stake-
holders, laboratories,
NGOs, and consumers.

Participants from va-
rious verticals, including
footwear-manufacturing
industries, laboratories,
consumer societies, and
media representatives took
part in the programme. Vi-
jayaveeran K., Director and
Head, Bengaluru Branch
O�ce, briefed about the
programme objectives and
shared valuable comments
on the draft Indian
Standard.

The chief guest, Dr. Ad-
nan Shaikh, CEO and foun-
der, of Physiobic Health-
care, discussed and
clari�ed to the participants
about the necessity of revi-
sion of the standards, and
said that 20-25% of the In-
dian population has com-
plaints of Plantar fasciitis
and �at foot, which causes
heel and knee pain. So,
wearing proper footwear is
important for the treat-
ment of pain management,
he added.

Manak
Manthan held 

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU
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Timings

BENGALURU

SUNDAY, JUN. 30

RISE 05:57 SET 18:50

RISE 00:52 SET 13:36

MONDAY, JUL. 01

RISE 05:57 SET 18:50

RISE 01:36 SET 14:32

TUESDAY, JUL. 02

RISE 05:58 SET 18:50

RISE 02:22 SET 15:32

R
ecently, residents
of Indiranagar
�led a Right to In-

formation (RTI) query to
�nd out the number of
trade licences that were is-
sued by the Bruhat Benga-
luru Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP) in the Hoysala Na-
gar ward for the year 2023-
24. While the civic body re-
plied that 378 licences
were issued, residents al-
lege that there are more
than 300 non-licenced es-
tablishments in that ward
alone.

“Around 90% of the li-
cences are issued to esta-
blishments on arterial
roads. But, in the bylanes,
on roads which are not 40
feet in width, hundreds of
commercial establish-
ments exist,” said Sneha
Nandihal from I Change
Indiranagar.

This discrepancy is not
exclusive to one ward. Ac-
cording to the data provid-
ed by BBMP, by the end of
the year 2023-24, only
46,133 licences were issued
across eight zones. The
number of licences went
up by 3,226 between 2022-
23 (when the total number

of licences was 42,907) and
2023-24. The numbers
went up slightly in 2024-25
as 3,736 new licences have
been issued. Along with
this, 32,924 licences were
renewed taking the tally to
36,660. 

Licences renewed 
Even though the renewal
numbers are expected to
rise in the coming months,
the numbers are grossly
fewer compared to the
trade establishments that
operate in Bengaluru, ac-

cording to citizens and o�-
cials.  

“When I was the zonal
commissioner of Rajara-
jeshwari Nagar zone, we
had identi�ed 3,000 esta-
blishments operating with-
out a licence in one zone,”
said Surolkar Vikas Kish-
ore, Special Commission-
er, Health and Sanitisation,
BBMP. 

Many citizens claim that
despite being aware of
these illegal establish-
ments, BBMP fails to act
unless citizens complain

about them. 
Murali Govindarajulu,

White�eld ward commit-
tee member, said, “The
BBMP neither issues any li-
cences to these establish-
ments nor acts against
them. Instead of being
proactive, they always wait
for a complainant.”

While the civic body
mandates relinquishing
some space in the front for
buildings on arterial roads,
it does not take custody of
such space, resulting in
petty businesses cropping

up in such spaces. “The
civic body can use such
space for public parking or
street hawkers,” Mr. Govin-
darajulu said.  

BBMP is now mulling ov-
er relaxing the norms of li-
cencing in a bid to regulate
commercial establish-
ments, with an eye on re-
venue generation.

Mr. Kishore said, “While
we continue to act against
commercial establish-
ments on roads that lack
the necessary width to ac-
commodate them, we
want to provide licences to
establishments operating
on smaller roads. We can
get revenue and regulate
them at the same time.” 

Perennial problem of
parking
The major problem stem-
ming from unregulated es-
tablishments is parking.
With no clause in the
BBMP’s trade licence appli-
cation regarding the provi-
sion of parking space, com-
mercial establishments,
even those that have li-
cences, end up renting out
their basements (which are
meant for parking) to
smaller commercial busi-
nesses. Ms. Nandihal said,
“We had submitted anoth-

er RTI query asking how
many trade licences were
issued based on parking
provisions speci�ed in the
Master Plan, but we are yet
to get a reply even though
it has been almost two
months.” 

She added, “Despite a
order by the High Court of
Karnataka stating that resi-
dential sites cannot be
used for commercial park-
ing, many establishments
continue to do so. Valet
parking has become a huge
problem for residents. The
valet drivers park vehicles
of their customers in front
of our houses.” 

With substantial space
on roads taken up for park-
ing vehicles, congestion is
a major problem on most
main roads in the city. 

Mr. Govindarajulu said,
“During licence renewal,
the BBMP should ensure
that the basements sanc-
tioned for parking are used
only for parking and not
for any other purpose.”

Mr. Kishore said the
BBMP is revamping its li-
cence application process.
“We want to bring in a for-
mat where applicants have
to specify or commit to cer-
tain points in writing,” he
said.

BBMP to regulate unlicensed
commercial establishments

BBMP is now mulling over relaxing the norms of licensing in a bid to regulate commercial

establishments, with an eye on revenue generation. SUDHAKARA JAIN 

According to the data provided by BBMP, by the end of 2023-24, only 46,133 licences were issued across eight zones 

Jahnavi T. R.
BENGALURU
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themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

Narasimhaswamy L., Medical O�cer at Rotary
Bangalore TTK Blood Centre, said although the
demand for platelets has increased, there is no
shortage of the vital blood transfusion compo-
nent now as voluntary donations through camps
that were not happening in the last three months
(due to elections and summer vacation) have res-
umed. “The demand for platelets has gone up by
nearly 30% in our Blood Centre,” he said.

Other blood banks are also facing a similar sit-
uation. Abdul Rehman Shari�, Managing Trustee
of Jeevaraksha Blood Centre, said the demand for
platelets has gone up considerably in the last two
weeks. Manoj Kumar, Managing Trustee of Lions
Blood Bank at Vijayanagar, said despite the rise in
demand, the situation is manageable as of now. 

Shivram C., Consultant in Transfusion Medi-
cine at Manipal Hospitals (Old Airport Road),
who has noted a 25% increase in platelet use in
the last two weeks, said as per guidelines, platelet
transfusion is required only when the patient’s
count goes below 10,000 per microlitre, or if the
patient has bleeding through the mucous mem-
branes such as mouth, nose and through urine
and motion. 

“Compared to the situation ten years ago, doc-
tors are judicious in the use of platelets now.
There is no need to panic, as a patient can recov-
er without transfusion even if the count drops up
to 10,000 with proper management and moni-
toring in the hospital,” he asserted.

Asserting that both RDP and SDP are the same
qualitatively, Dr Shivram said, “What is most im-
portant for dengue patients is adequate hydra-
tion rather than getting worried about a drop in
platelet count.”

Uptick in dengue cases
pushes up demand for
platelets in city

From Page One

Five buses belonging to a
private nursing college
were destroyed in a �re
that broke out at a makesh-
ift parking lot at Heggana-
halli Cross on Saturday af-
ternoon. The �re was
noticed around 2.30 p.m.
in one of the buses parked
on a vacant site. It spread
to four buses in no time.
The management of the
college had parked seven
buses for repair at the va-
cant site where other vehi-
cles were also parked. 

Two �re tenders rushed
to the spot and put out the
�re before it could spread
to the other vehicles. No
one was injured. Rajagopal
Nagar police, based on a
complaint from the college
management, initiated a
probe to ascertain the
cause of the �re.

Five buses
destroyed 
in �re 
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For e�ective management of
biomedical waste (BMW) gen-
erated in the State-run hospi-
tals, the Health Department
has nominated Family Wel-
fare O�cers in charge of dis-
tricts and Taluk Health O�c-
ers in all 31 districts as nodal
o�cers.

These nodal o�cers have
been entrusted with the res-
ponsibility of ensuring that
all legal requirements related
to the management of bio-
medical waste are compiled
by the healthcare facilities
and are regularly updated. 

According to a recent noti-
�cation issued by State Health
Commissioner Randeep D.,

the nodal o�cers should en-
sure that annual reports and
accident reports are submit-
ted to the Karnataka State Pol-
lution Control Board (KSPCB)
in a timely manner by the fa-
cilities. The nodal o�cers
should ensure that biomedi-

cal waste is handled without
any adverse e�ect on human
health and the environment
adhering to BMW Manage-
ment Rules 2016 and its
amendments. They should in-
struct the health facilities to
make a provision within the

premises for a safe, ventilat-
ed, and secured location for
the storage of segregated bio-
medical waste. They should
also ensure that there is no se-
condary handling, pilferage
of recyclables or inadvertent
scattering or spillage of the
biomedical waste by animals,
the noti�cation stated. The
nodal o�cers should ensure
that biomedical waste from
central waste collection stor-
age or premises shall be di-
rectly transported to the com-
mon biomedical waste
treatment facility for the ap-
propriate treatment and dis-
posal as per rules. 

“They should ensure pre-
treatment of all the laborato-
ry waste, microbiological
waste, blood samples and

blood bags before handing ov-
er to the common biomedical
waste treatment facility.

Waste generated
According to data from the
Karnataka State Pollution
Control Board (KSPCB), over-
all, Karnataka has 48,431
healthcare establishments, of
which 8,628 are bedded hos-
pitals, half of which are in
Bengaluru. A total of 63,972
kg of biomedical waste is gen-
erated every day by bedded
hospitals and 13,976 kg per
day by non-bedded hospitals
in the State. A total of 25 com-
mon BMW treatment facilities
are in operation in the State,
of which three are in Bengalu-
ru Urban and Rural districts,
according to data.

Nodal o�cers to ensure e�ective BMW management 
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Nodal o�icers should ensure that biomedical waste from central waste

collection storage shall be directly transported to the common biomedical

waste treatment facility. FILE PHOTO 

This project, which would connect NH 7 and and
NH 4 and ease tra�c congestion in Bengaluru,
could be taken up by both the Centre and Karna-
taka, said Mr. Siddaramaiah, urging Mr Modi to
provide funds through the NHAI in the Budget.

Mr. Siddaramaiah termed as “unfair” to Karna-
taka the 15th Finance Commission report and
said: “We lost our share in the devolution of taxes
to the extent of 1%, which has resulted in a loss of
₹1,80,000 crore over the period of �ve years. At
least the Centre could consider honouring the re-
commendation of the commission for State-spec-
i�c grants of ₹11,495 crore,” the Chief Minister
said. The State has also urged the Centre to clear
the pending proposal to set up an All-India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences in Raichur.

Deputy Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar, Home
Minister G. Parameshwara, and Social Welfare
Minister H.C. Mahadevappa too were with Mr.
Siddaramaiah when he met Mr. Modi.

CM meets Rahul
Earlier in the day, the Chief Minister also called
on Rahul Gandhi and congratulated him on be-
coming the Leader of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha.

CM calls on Modi, seeks
clearance for pending
water projects 

Noting that government-run organisations should
have a “robust risk management framework”, it
said all term deposits should be invested in joint
accounts. Heads of the administrative depart-
ments (secretaries) should ensure compliance.

The circular said directors nominated by the
government to State-run companies should en-
sure that board meetings were held at least once
in a quarter. Also, nominated directors have to en-
sure that audit committees are constituted and
regular meetings are held.

Scam aftermath: Fiat to
State-owned entitiess

After banning the use of
arti�cial colours in gobi
manchurian and kebabs,
the Food Safety and Quali-
ty Department in Karnata-
ka has now cracked down
on hotels and restaurants
that sell shawarma (meat
roll) in the State.

Following complaints
by people from across the
State about food poison-
ing after consuming sha-
warma, o�cials from the
Food Safety Department
collected 17 samples of the
meat rolls (shawarma)
from 10 districts, includ-
ing hotels in BBMP, Benga-
luru Urban districts, Tum-
kuru, Mysuru, Hubbali,
Mangaluru and Ballari. 

After an analysis, the
o�cials found that only
nine of the 17 samples
were safe for human con-
sumption. The rest had
traces of yeast and bacte-
ria that could have grown
due to the unhygienic con-
ditions, especially lack of
cleanliness during prepa-
ration and prolonged stor-
age of the meat,” said an
o�cial order.

“Consumption of sha-

warma rolls in which
there is growth of yeast
and bacteria can pose se-
rious health risks to peo-
ple. Based on the lab re-
ports, we have initiated
action under the Food Sa-
fety and Standards Act,
2006, and the Food Safety
and Standards (Food Pro-
ducts, Standards and
Food Additives) Regula-
tions, 2011, against the ho-
tels and restaurants where
the dish was found to be
prepared in unhygienic
conditions,” stated the Or-
der issued by Food Safety
Commissioner Srinivas K.

“Considering the
health and safety of citi-
zens, we have cautioned
all restaurants and hotels
and advised them to pre-
pare the rolls with fresh
meat on a daily basis and
register their establish-
ments under the FSSAI
Act and obtain licenses.
People have also been ad-
vised to buy shawarma on-
ly from hotels that have
the FSSAI licence,” the Or-
der added.

The department is also
considering imposing res-
trictions on the use of ar-
ti�cial colouring agents in
panipuri sauces. 

Crackdown on outlets
selling shawarma

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Minister of State for Rail-
ways V. Somanna held a
meeting with elected re-
presentatives of Bengaluru
on Saturday to discuss va-
rious railway-related deve-
lopment works in the city.
MLAs and MPs attended
the meeting, during which
the Minister sought sugges-
tions on railway projects.

Speaking to reporters af-
ter the meeting, Mr. So-
manna said that the Minis-
try would consider

revising the fares of premi-
um trains like Vande Bha-
rat to make them more ac-
cessible to the common
people. “We want to make
railways a mode of tran-
sport that all, including the
poor, can use,” he said.

The Minister also an-
nounced that Karnataka
would see signi�cant rail-
way development works in
the next two years. He ad-
ded that Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw would
review the Bengaluru sub-
urban rail project next
month to expedite its

progress.
Karnataka Transport Mi-

nister Ramalinga Reddy,
who attended the meeting,
told The Hindu that he had
submitted suggestions re-
garding land acquisition by
railways. “The coordina-
tion between the railways
and State government
needs to improve, as there
are many railway projects
where state government
funds are involved, and im-
portantly, land acquisition
issues need to be sorted
out to complete works
soon,” he added.

Minister seeks suggestions from
MPs, MLAs on railway projects 

The Hindu Bureau
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Senior police o�cer Kamal
Pant, Director-General of
Police, Fire and Emergen-
cy Services, will retire on
Sunday, after serving for 29
years as an IPS o�cer. He
was given a farewell parade
on Saturday. 

The State government
promoted the senior-most
Additional Director Gener-
al of Police (ADGP), Pronab

Mohanty, to the rank of Di-
rector-General of Police to
�ll the one DGP post that
fell vacant with Mr. Pant’s
retirement. The two posts
he held as chief of the Pol-
ice Computer Wing and
head of the Cybercrime
and Narcotics division in
the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) have
been upgraded to be held
by an o�cer of the rank of
DGP. Malini Krishnamur-
thy, DGP, Prisons and Cor-

rectional Services, has
been given concurrent
charge of Fire and Emer-
gency Services, the post
that has become vacant
due to Mr. Pant’s retire-
ment. Mr. Pant, a 1990
batch IPS o�cer from Pith-
oragarh, Uttarakhand, and
an M.Sc. (Applied Geology)
graduate from Delhi Un-
iversity, held several key
posts, including that of
Bengaluru city’s police
commissioner. 

DGP Kamal Pant to retire today
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU
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D
eputy Chief Minis-
ter D.K. Shivaku-
mar on Saturday

warned that notices would
be issued and disciplinary
action taken against those
party leaders who publicly
speak about the change of
the Chief Minister or crea-
tion of additional posts of
Deputy Chief Minister.

Speaking to reporters at
his residence, Mr. Shivaku-
mar, who is also Karnataka
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee (KPCC) president, said,
“Anyone issuing public
statements on the change
of Chief Minister or Deputy
Chief Minister will face dis-
ciplinary action from the
AICC and the KPCC. Disci-
pline is paramount for the
party. We have worked
hard to bring the party to
power, no one should
shoot their mouth o� on
this issue.”

‘Work for party’
Soon after returning from
Delhi, Mr. Shivakumar
said, “AICC president Malli-
karjun Kharge, Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah, and I
held a meeting in Delhi and
decided that everyone has
to work for the party. Mi-
nisters, MLAs, and swami-
jis should not speak about
party matters.”

This statement comes in
the backdrop of Vishwa
Vokkaligara Mahasamstha-
na Mutt seer Chandrash-
ekhara Swami publicly ask-
ing Mr. Siddaramaiah to
give up his post to Mr. Shi-
vakumar, during Kempe
Gowda Jayanti celebrations

recently. Prior to this, a few
Ministers, particularly K.N.
Rajanna, had been de-
manding the creation of
additional posts of Deputy
Chief Minister to give re-
presentation to other com-
munities, in a move to un-
dermine Mr. Shivakumar,
who is currently the only
one in the post and be-
longs to the Vokkaliga
community.

On Saturday, when
asked if there was a discus-
sion with the high com-
mand on the issue of the
change of Chief Minister or
creation of more Deputy
Chief Minister posts, Mr.
Shivakumar said, “There
were no discussions with
the high command on the
matter. The high command
will evaluate my perfor-
mance and take a suitable
decision. Let’s put an end
to these speculations.”

Asked about some party
men seeking the creation
of more posts, he said, “I
don’t know about that. It

would be better if eve-
ryone zips their mouth.”
On swamijis interfering in
politics, Mr. Shivakumar
said, “Swamijis usually
don’t interfere, this is the
�rst time he has spoken.
My sincere request to all
the swamijis is to leave pol-
itics for politicians.”

Asked about a purport-
ed discussion between the
Chief Minister and the
Home Minister that the
swamiji’s statement was
“planned”, the KPCC chief
said he does not know
about any such
conversation.

‘I will respond’
Meanwhile, an unrepen-
tant Mr. Rajanna, when
asked about Mr. Shivaku-
mar’s warning, said, “Let a
notice be served, then I
will respond.... If at all,
everyone should keep
quiet, not just me. I alone
cannot be asked to shut
up.” He went on to ask how
anyone can be expected to

keep quiet when the issue
of change of Chief Minister
was being discussed.

Senior leader and MLC
B.K. Hariprasad told repor-
ters that the demand for
more Deputy Chief Minis-
ters was largely following
the less-than-expected re-
sults for the Congress in
the parliamentary polls.
“Both Mr. Siddaramaiah
and Mr. Shivakumar have
failed to win a majority of
the Lok Sabha seats in the
State,” the MLC argued.

Meeting with FM
On the meetings in Delhi,
Mr. Shivakumar said, “We
had a meeting with Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman along with all
the MPs from Karnataka.
In the two-hour-long meet-
ing, we discussed the pro-
gress of the State, pending
projects in the State, and
justice in devolution of tax-
es for the State.”

The delegation also
called on Union Minister
for Road Transport and
Highways Nitin Gadkari
and discussed bottlenecks
for various national
highway projects in the
State.

DKS warns of action
against party leaders
seeking change of CM

Deputy Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar addressing the media in

front of his house in Bengaluru on Saturday. 

Discipline is paramount for the party, he says. In response to the warning, Rajanna says, ‘If at all,

everyone should keep quiet, not just me. I alone cannot be asked to shut up’ 

The Hindu Bureau
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Anyone issuing public
statements on the
change of Chief Minister
or Deputy Chief Minister
will face disciplinary
action from the AICC
and the KPCC

D.K. SHIVAKUMAR,
Deputy CM and KPCC president

In a rare instance, the High
Court of Karnataka has gi-
ven liberty to a 35-year-old
man to initiate proceedings
against his wife for mali-
cious prosecution or pro-
ceedings under Section 211
of the Indian Penal Code
for making the false charge
of o�ences, including the
o�ence of dowry harass-
ment, against him.

The court said the hus-
band can initiate proceed-
ings against the wife, if he
so desires.

“The complainant-wife,
in gross misuse and abuse
of law, has set the criminal
law into motion. Such fri-
volous cases registered by
the wife have taken enor-
mous judicial time...” the
court observed.

Justice M. Nagaprasanna
passed the order while al-
lowing the petition �led by

the husband against the
chargesheet �led against
him by the Bengaluru city
police in 2022 and quash-
ing the criminal case
against him.

Suspicious of STDs
The 32-year-old wife, apart
from alleging that the hus-
band had made a demand
for dowry and harassed
her, had alleged that she
could not consummate the
marriage as he avoided
having a sexual relation-
ship with her during his
40-day stay with her after
the marriage as he was al-
legedly having several
health issues. She had al-
leged that he was having
some infection and sus-
pected the infection to be
sexually transmitted dis-
eases (STDs). She had also
complained that her hus-
band did not take her to
the U.S. despite she being
granted a visa, though with
a delay.

However, the court,
from the records, found

that the “documents speak
otherwise” and “it is mis-
use and abuse of criminal
justice system by the com-
plainant-wife right from
the word go”.

Medical tests 
The court found she had
forced him to undergo
multiple medical tests for
Hepatitis B surface antigen,
and STDs, including tests
for HIV and syphilis. The
results of the tests, con-
ducted at Victoria Hospi-
tal, were found to be
negative.

She continued to claim
that he might have HPV
(human papillomavirus)
disease. The court noted
that the husband had un-
dergone a test at Columbus
in the U.S. where it was cer-
ti�ed that “he had no phys-
ical signs of HPV or other
infections on his body as
there is no test available for
testing HPV in males”.

Also, the court found
that he had got her four ap-
pointments for the visa

since his marriage but she
did not attend interviews
and �nally secured a visa
during the �fth time but
did not go to the U.S.,
claiming that he was not
communicating with her
despite her messages and
email to join him. The
court also noted that the
mother and the brother of
the wife, in their statement
given to the police, had de-
nied any demand and ha-
rassment for dowry.

‘No ingredient’
The allegations are “clearly
a bogey projected by the
wife as documents speak
otherwise”, the court said
while stating that “it is not
a case where there is an io-
ta of ingredient” against
the husband.

The couple had married
in May 2020 and all e�orts
of conciliation failed bet-
ween the two, as the wife
demanded ₹3 crore in lieu
of settlement, saying that
the husband earns more
than ₹2 crore annually.

HC gives liberty to man to prosecute
wife for making false charge of o�ences

FROM THE COURT
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Minister for IT Priyank
Kharge called on Union Mi-
nister for Heavy Industries
and Steel H.D. Kumaraswa-
my in Delhi on Saturday
and discussed the need to
allocate additional sheds

on the HMT campus at Jala-
halli in Bengaluru to deve-
lop more Centres of Excel-
lence (CoEs) in tech and
innovation in the State.

He emphasised the im-
portant role the CoEs play
in positioning Karnataka as
a global leader in various
high-tech domains, there-

by driving economic
growth, and creating
numerous opportunities
for the workforce in the
State. Mr. Kharge pointed
out that one industrial
shed on the HMT campus
was leased out to the
Centre of Excellence-ART-
PARK which had been esta-

blished in collaboration
with the prestigious Indian
Institute of Science.

He requested Mr. Kuma-
raswamy to lease out two
vacant sheds on the HMT
campus to the Department
of Electronics, IT/BT in a
long-term manner, accord-
ing to a release.

Sheds sought on HMT campus for tech innovation 

The Hindu Bureau
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Of the nearly 25 crore stu-
dents who enrol for school
education every year in the
country, only 28.3% enrol
for higher education and
this is a cause for serious
concern, said T.G. Sitha-
ram, Chairman of the All-
India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE).

He delivered the third
convocation address of the
Bengaluru City University
(BCU) here on Saturday.

Increasing GER
“Any developed country
has to have a gross enrol-
ment ratio (GER) of over
85% for higher education,
but it is very low in our
country. This is the chal-
lenge. The Union govern-
ment now aims to improve
the GER in higher educa-
tion to 50% by 2035,” he
said.

To increase the GER,
Prof. Sitharam stressed the
need to increase the num-
ber of universities and col-
leges in the country. “With
1,100 universities and
45,000 colleges across the
country, we are able to
serve only 4.3 crore post-
graduate students. If 25
crore students, who enrol
for school education, have
to go for higher education,
we need to double this
educational network and
infrastructure. To reach
the goal of 50% GER in the
next 10 years, we need a
large number of universi-

ties. We also need to lever-
age digital technology to
reach out to students,” he
explained.

“‘Arti�cial intelligence
(AI) and other emerging
technologies are indeed
transforming various as-
pects of our lives. While
these advancements o�er
incredible potential, they
also raise concerns about
their impact on jobs, deci-
sion-making, and society.
As machines and Al sys-
tems become more sophis-
ticated, there’s uncertainty
about job security in cer-
tain sectors. However,
rather than fear these
changes, we should em-
brace them and adapt to
new methods of sustaina-
bility and growth,” he told
the students. Prof. Sitha-

ram also spoke about the
need for interdisciplinary
courses.

Governor Thaawar-
chand Gehlot, Higher Edu-
cation Minister M.C. Sud-
hakar, and Vice-Chancellor
of the university Lingaraja
Gandhi were among those
present. A total of 35,912
students were awarded va-
rious degrees. Of them,
20,258 were female and
15,654 male candidates. Of
the top nine ranks, eight
were bagged by girls.

Honorary doctorates
The university conferred
honorary doctorates on
former Indian cricket cap-
tain G.R. Vishwanath and
educationist M.R. Jayaram
for achievement in their
respective �elds.

‘Goal is to improve GER for
higher education from
28.3% to 50% by 2035’
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Governor Thaawarchand Gehlot conferring an honorary doctorate

on former Indian cricket captain G.R. Vishwanath during the

Bengaluru City University convocation on Saturday. K. MURALI KUMAR 
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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS)

Forecast for Sunday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isolated

places over Delhi, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Ar-

unachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram,

Tripura, Sikkim, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, Konkan & Goa, Karnataka,

Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Kerala, Mahe and Lakshadweep
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ...................13......30.4...... 26.4 Kozhikode .......................23......32.7...... 25.7

Ahmedabad............5.5......34.1...... 27.3 Kurnool ........................... —......35.6...... 26.6

Aizawl ........................2......30.4...... 24.9 Lucknow..........................56......33.8...... 25.0

Allahabad ................ —......34.8...... 28.0 Madurai ........................... —......39.7...... 26.6

Bengaluru..................1......29.7...... 21.1 Mangaluru.........................8......30.2...... 25.0

Bhopal .......................6......32.4...... 25.2 Mumbai ...........................33......31.3...... 26.6

Bhubaneswar .......... —......32.9...... 26.6 Mysuru............................0.6......29.0...... 20.0

Chandigarh.............. —......40.0...... 30.4 New Delhi........................ —......35.6...... 28.0

Chennai ................... —......36.6...... 28.9 Patna............................... —......37.0...... 29.3

Coimbatore ............. —......32.0...... 23.6 Port Blair .........................34......29.4...... 24.2

Dehradun...................3......35.4...... 25.9 Puducherry ..................... —......36.1...... 27.2

Gangtok ...................42......22.0...... 18.4 Pune ...............................5.2......30.5...... 23.2

Goa...........................15......32.1...... 26.2 Raipur................................3......28.2...... 26.2

Guwahati ................. —......31.8...... 26.4 Ranchi ............................. —......32.7...... 24.8

Hubballi ................... —......29.0...... 24.0 Shillong ...........................10......24.2...... 18.5

Hyderabad.................4......31.6...... 24.8 Shimla ............................. —......27.4...... 21.3

Imphal .....................30......30.9...... 21.5 Srinagar........................... —......30.9...... 20.6

Jaipur ...................... —......34.2...... 29.4 Thiruvananthapuram ............9......32.1...... 24.8

Kochi..........................7......30.6...... 25.4 Tiruchi ............................. —......37.7...... 26.6

Kohima ....................21......28.6...... 17.4 Vijayawada......................11......33.4...... 26.5

Kolkata ....................11......33.6...... 27.3 Visakhapatnam...............0.1......30.6...... 28.1

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Rohtak,

Haryana recorded an

overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 260

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Aizawl, Mizoram

recorded a healthy AQI

score of 9

Ahmedabad ..... .13 116 .43 .....42 ....44 ......*

Bengaluru ........ ...8 ..17 .50 .....68 ....87 ......*

Chennai............ ...5 ....7 .99 ......— ....75 ......*

Delhi ................. ...7 ..71 .50 .....77 ...202 ......*

Hyderabad ....... ...8 ..10 .22 .....77 ....82 ......*

Kolkata............. ...7 ..30 .39 .....24 ....49 ......*

Lucknow........... .13 ..15 108 .....36 ....47 ......*

Mumbai ............ ...7 ..26 .51 .....12 ...106 ......*

Pune ................. .15 ..33 .27 .....54 ....48 ......*

Visakhapatnam .11 ..59 .32 .....52 ...110 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

C
ommunist Party of
India (Marxist) Ker-
ala secretary M.V.

Govindan said in New Del-
hi that he was yet to re-
ceive any notice from the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) about the agency’s
purported move to arraign
the political out�t as an ac-
cused in the Karuvannur
Service Cooperative Bank
loan scam.

Mr. Govindan said anti-
Left forces and the right-
wing media attempted to
lay down a smokescreen of
lies to put the CPI(M) on
the defence. He said the
Central government ruth-
lessly used the ED to si-

lence dissent. The CPI(M)
was the latest victim of the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s
political witch-hunt using
Central enforcement
agencies.

However, Mr. Govindan
said the Central govern-
ment would fail in its bid to
intimidate the CPI(M) into
silence. He said the party
had legal and political clar-
ity in the Karuvannur case.
Mr. Govindan said the CPI
(M) would emerge unblem-
ished and stronger.

He slammed the ED for
acting as a law unto itself.
The agency’s actions were
capricious, arbitrary, and
devoid of any legal sub-
stance, Mr. Govindan said
adding that the ED’s inten-
tion was propaganda, not

prosecution.
Party’s Thrissur district

committee secretary M.M.
Varghese said he was un-
aware of the ED’s move to
name the party as an ac-
cused in the case. “I can-
not take questions on de-

velopments still in the
realm of �ction,” he added.

The CPI(M) seemed wa-
ry that the ED had earlier
arraigned the Aam Aadmi
Party as an accused in the
Delhi liquor policy case. 

Under agency’s scanner
The agency had already
frozen several CPI(M) bank
accounts and impounded a
few of its properties in
Thrissur. It also froze the
bank account of CPI(M) le-
gislator and party’s State
committee member A.C.
Moideen and questioned
him several times. Other
CPI(M) leaders, including
P.K. Biju, were also under
the agency’s scanner.

The CPI(M) was also
conscious of the political

fallout of the ED’s e�orts to
cast the party leadership at
the centre of the coopera-
tive bank fraud. For one,
the Left Democratic Front
had emerged a distant
third in the Irinjalakuda
Assembly segment in the
recently concluded Lok
Sabha polls. 

The Congress and the
BJP exploited the alleged
cooperative bank loan
fraud to assail the CPI(M)
and mar its public image in
the State. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had used
the scam as a major cam-
paigning platform against
the CPI(M) in Kerala and
promised not to let the
“perpetrators of the fraud
on unsuspecting and poor
depositors” go scot-free.

No ED notice yet arraigning CPI(M)
as accused in bank scam: Govindan

M.V. Govindan

The party’s Kerala State secretary addresses Enforcement Directorate accusations, political attacks, and says the out�t is

resilient enough to weather Centre’s ‘intimidation’; he says the party has legal and political clarity in the Karuvannur case
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Senior Congress leader
and former united Andhra
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee president Dharmapuri
Srinivas passed away on
Saturday following a heart
attack. Mr. Srinivas, 76,
breathed his last at his
house. He is survived by
his wife and two sons.

The last rites would be
performed with State ho-
nours on Sunday in
Nizamabad.

D. Srinivas
passes away 
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In a bid to make birth and
death certi�cates easily
procurable, the gram pan-
chayats (GPs) will start is-
suing the documents start-
ing Monday. GP secretaries
are now empowered to re-
gister births and deaths
and issue the certi�cates to
whoever seeks them at the
panchayats, Rural Deve-
lopment and Panchayat

Raj Minister Priyank
Kharge announced this in a
release.

This will enable registra-
tion within 30 days of birth
or death. 

Those with queries can
seek clari�cations by mail-
ing crbdkar@gmail.com 
or ejanmahelpdesk
@gmail.com or call the hel-
pline 1800-425-6578.

At the launch of the pro-
gramme in Mandya on Sa-
turday, Mandya Zilla Pan-

chayat CEO Sheikh
Tanveer Asif, said the regis-
tration of births and deaths
was enforced in 1969. As
the procedure is made ea-
sy, with the public easily
procuring the certi�cates,
the government has empo-
wered the GP secretaries
as the registration
authorities for births and
deaths.

He said the GP secretar-
ies would now discharge
the role as the authority for

registering births and
deaths and issue the certif-
icates from Monday. In this
regard, the programme
was organised where the
secretaries got training on
the procedure. They must
discharge their duties in
such a way that the public
should not be inconve-
nienced, and the certi�-
cates have to be issued
within the prescribed
time, registering the births
and deaths within 30 days.

Gram panchayat secretaries in Karnataka 
to register births and deaths from tomorrow 
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After his police custody in
the fourth case ended on
Saturday, Prajwal Revanna,
former MP, was produced
by the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) before the 42th
Additional Chief Metropol-
itan Magistrate Court,
which remanded him in
judicial custody.

The SIT o�cials did not
seek his further custody
and escorted him to the
Bengaluru Central Prison
at Parappana Agrahara and
handed him over to prison
o�cials.

Evidence recovered 
The SIT, which is probing
four cases including rape
and sexual harassment,
made a submission before
the court that they have re-
covered all the evidence,
including digital and call
record details, pertaining
to the case. 

Mr. Prajwal Revanna
was arrested in the early
hours of May 31 after he
landed at the Kempegowda
International Airport in
Bengaluru from Germany’s
Munich.

Plea
Meanwhile, Mr. Prajwal Re-
vanna’s counsel submitted
that the former MP needed
to be shifted to a private
hospital in view of his ill-
ness. 

However, the court in-
structed him to submit a
plea in this regard to jail
authorities and the matter
would be taken up in the
next hearing after the con-
sent was obtained.

Prajwal
remanded 
in judicial
custody
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It is alleged that Mr. Prakash and Mr. Kumar
played a crucial role in arranging to rent the Learn
Boys Hostel and Play School in Patna’s Khemni-
chak locality, where the leaked question papers
were allegedly distributed to the 20 to 25 candi-
dates gathered there on the eve of the examina-
tion, so that they could memorise the answers
overnight.

The CBI has been granted the custody of the
�ve accused for �ve days by a special court. Sourc-
es said that the agency may take all the accused to
Delhi as part of the investigation.

The CBI team also visited several locations in
Patna for spot veri�cation along with Baldev Ku-
mar alias Chintu and Mukesh Kumar, both resi-
dents of Nalanda in Bihar.

Mr. Baldev Kumar allegedly received the solved
question paper of the NEET-UG exam on his mo-
bile phone in PDF format, after which it was print-
ed out using a wi-� printer and distributed among
the candidates to memorise the answers at the
play school. Mr. Mukesh Kumar has been accused
of facilitating the o�ence by picking up and drop-
ping o� the candidates after they memorised the
answers.

The CBI is also on the lookout for Rocky, the ne-
phew of the main accused Sanjiv Mukhiya.

CBI holds searches in
Gujarat in NEET leak case

CBI o�icials have carried out searches in Jharkhand and

Gujarat in connection with the NEET paper leak case. PTI

After some delay, the deliv-
eries of the Light Combat
Aircraft (LCA)-Mk1A by
Hindustan Aeronautics
Ltd. (HAL) to the Indian Air
Force (IAF) are now ex-
pected to begin by July-end
with o�cials stating that
the delay is due to supply
chain issues, including at
the HAL and at General
Electric (GE) in delivering
the engines.

One jet is now expected
to be handed over to the
IAF by July-end, two o�-
cials independently
con�rmed.

In February 2021, the
Defence Ministry signed a
₹48,000-crore deal with
the HAL for 83 LCA-Mk1A
jets, a more capable �ghter
than the LCA-MK1 in
service.

Under the contract,
three LCA-MK1A planes
were to be delivered to the
IAF in February 2024 and
16 aircraft per year for the
subsequent �ve years. As
the present LCA, these
�ghter jets will be powered
by the GE F-404 engines.

There have been signi�-
cant supply chain delays

that have delayed the ma-
nufacture and deliveries,
HAL and defence o�cials
said while expressing con-
�dence that the process
would be speeded up once
deliveries begin with plans
lined up to scale produc-
tion rate to 18 aircraft a
year and eventually to 24
aircraft rolling out of three

manufacturing lines every
year. 

To questions from The

Hindu on delay in engine
deliveries to the HAL, a GE
Aerospace spokesperson
said: “The aerospace in-
dustry continues to expe-
rience unprecedented sup-
ply chain pressures. GE
Aerospace is working with
our partner HAL and sup-
pliers to resolve con-
straints and deliver F404-
IN20 engines.”

The LCA is going to con-
stitute the bulk of the IAF
in the next few decades. 

In addition to the 83
Mk1A aircraft on order, the
Defence Ministry has given
preliminary approval for
procurement of another 97
LCA-Mk1A jets. This would
eventually make 180 LCA-
MK1A jets and 220 jets of
the MK1 variant. The com-
bined cost of the 180

Mk1As is an estimated of
₹1.15 lakh crore.

In addition, a larger and
more capable LCA-Mk2 is
under development that
will be powered by the GE
F-414 engines. 

A deal for the HAL to li-
cense-manufacture the en-
gines in India is in ad-
vanced stages. As of now,
the IAF has committed to
procuring around 120 LCA-
Mk2 jets.

The IAF has two MiG-21
squadrons, No. 3 squadron
‘Cobras’ and No. 23 squa-
dron ‘Panthers’, remaining
in service, one of which
will be phased out this year
and the other next year,
and they will convert to
LCA-Mk1A aircraft.

Timely induction of the
LCAs is crucial to keep the
number of �ghter squa-
drons from falling below
30.

After delay due to supply chain-related issues,
LCA-Mk1A deliveries may begin by end of July
Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

The first aircraft, LA5033, of the Tejas Mk1A Aircraft series took to

the skies from the HAL facility in Bengaluru on March 28. FILE PHOTO

Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud on Saturday
cautioned about the dan-
gers of perceiving courts as
“temples of justice” and
“judges as deities”, and
said that judges should
look at themselves as “ser-
vers of the people”.

“There is a grave danger
when people say that
courts are temples of jus-
tice. There is a grave dan-
ger that we perceive our-
selves as deities in these
temples. I am a little reti-
cent when I am told that
this is a temple of justice,
because temple postulates
that judges are in the posi-
tion of deity,” the CJI said at
an event in Kolkata.

He said that he would
rather recast the role of
“judges as servers of peo-

ple” who brought in com-
passion and empathy.

Constitutional values
Delivering the keynote ad-
dress at the two-day East
Zone II regional confe-
rence of the National Judi-
cial Academy, CJI Chandra-
chud touched on the issue
of “constitutional morali-
ty” that paves the way for
conditions that respect di-

versity, promote inclusion
and pursue tolerance.

“Constitutional morality
is an overarching principle
which is derived from, but
is not con�ned to, speci�c
rights or values which are
enshrined in the Constitu-
tion,” he said.

“We may be masters of
constitutional interpreta-
tion, because the task of in-
terpolation has been given

to us. But we are servants
of the Constitution,” he
said. Mr. Chandrachud said
that the idea of a just socie-
ty should hinge on the con-
stitutional vision and not
what an individual thinks
should be a just society. 

Delivering a special ad-
dress at the programme,
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee ap-
pealed to members of the
judiciary to ensure that
political bias does not in-
terfere with the justice de-
livery system.

Chief Justice of the Cal-
cutta High Court T.S. Sivag-
nanam and judges of the
Supreme Court, including
Justice Dipankar Datta,
were among those present
at the programme, which
was organised in collabora-
tion with the Calcutta High
Court and West Bengal Jud-
icial Academy.

Grave danger in perceiving courts
as temples, judges as deities: CJI 
The Hindu Bureau
KOLKATA

Warm greeting: West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee with

Chief Justice of India D.Y. Chandrachud in Kolkata on Saturday. ANI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Saturday said dis-
asters such as avalanches,
landslips, �oods, and
storms are going to in-
crease everywhere in the
future due to climate
change. Keeping this in
mind, governments and
society at large should
move �rmly towards the
goal of zero casualty by us-
ing scienti�c principles for
the development of the Na-
tional Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) as its budget
has increased from
₹66,000 crore to ₹2 lakh
crore in 10 years.

Mr. Shah, who was
speaking at the successful
return of the second
mountaineering expedi-
tion ‘Vijay’ of the NDRF in
New Delhi, said that the go-

vernment still has to in-
crease its e�ciency in ma-
ny areas of disaster
management, such as for-
est �res. “Saving human
lives is not our only objec-
tive during forest �res, but
we have to bring experi-
ments happening all over
the world on how to save
forests and what we can do
so that there is no �re on
the ground. We need to

prepare ourselves more for
the �oods caused by cloud-
burst,” he added.

“We should create a
force in India that is �rst in
the �eld of disaster man-
agement in the entire
country. The PM himself is
very concerned and aware
of disaster management
and the success achieved
by India in this �eld is the
result of this. He said that

between 2004 and 2014, a
total budget of ₹66,000
crore was allocated to the
SDRFs and NDRF for disas-
ter relief, which increased
to ₹2 lakh crore in 10 years
from 2014 to 2024,” he
said.

“There was a demand
for risk and hardship allo-
wance for NDRF personnel
for a long time and the Go-
vernment of India under
the leadership of PM has
accepted this demand yes-
terday. Now, 16,000 per-
sonnel of NDRF will get
risk and hardship allo-
wance at the rate of 40%,”
he said.

Mr. Shah said the Centre
has decided that a team of
the Central Armed Police
Forces will participate in
sports competitions. He
said that the government
will come up with a model
for its implementation. 

Create a force that is �rst in the �eld
of disaster management, says Shah
Samridhi Tewari
NEW DELHI

Amit Shah being felicitated by NDRF Director-General Piyush Anand

during the flag-in ceremony of a mountaineering expedition. ANI

Five soldiers lost their lives
after a tank was swept
away by strong water cur-
rents in the Shyok river
during military training in
Ladakh on Friday night. 

An Army spokesman
said the incident took
place as the team was with-
drawing after completing a
military training activity.
The Army tank got stuck in
the Shyok, near Saser
Brangsa, in eastern Ladakh
“due to sudden increase in
the water level”.

“Rescue teams rushed
to the location. However,
due to high current and
water levels, the rescue
mission did not succeed
and the tank crew lost their
lives,” the Army said.

The bodies have been
recovered. The deceased
soldiers have been identi-
�ed as Risaldar M.R.K.
Reddy, Havildar Subhan
Khan, Da�adar Bhupndra
Negi, Lance Da�adar Ekei-
daung Teibam, and craft-
sman Sadarbonia
Nagaraju.

Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh expressed his
sadness at the loss of lives.

“We will never forget

the exemplary service of
our gallant soldiers to the
nation. My heartfelt con-
dolences to the bereaved
families. The nation stands
�rm with them during this
hour of grief,” Mr. Singh
said.

The Army spokesman
said that the Fire and Fury
Corps, stationed in La-
dakh, and all ranks “salute
the bravehearts who made
the supreme sacri�ce in
the line of duty in Ladakh”
and o�ered deep condo-
lences to the bereaved
families.

The crucial Sub-Sector
North in Ladakh, where
the incident occurred, con-
sists of the Depsang plains

and Daulat Beg Oldie
(DBO). Currently, the air-
�eld at DBO and the area in
general is accessible only
by the 255-km Darbuk-
Shyok-DBO road, though
work is at an advanced
stage to build alternative
access through Saser La,
an ancient trade route.
DBO also has one of the de-
signated border personnel
meeting points between
India and China to resolve
incidents along the Line of
Actual Control. Since the
beginning of the stand-o�
with China in May 2020,
there has been a signi�cant
deployment of tanks, in-
fantry vehicles and other
heavy equipment.

Five soldiers killed as
tank swept away in
Ladakh’s Shyok river

Treacherous waters: A view of the Shyok river in the eastern

Ladakh region. REUTERS

They were part of a tank crew withdrawing after training in a crucial

location; rescue mission failed due to heavy current and high water levels 
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A Delhi court on Saturday
sent Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal to judicial custody
till July 12 in a case �led by
the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) in connec-
tion with alleged corrup-
tion in the now-scrapped
excise policy of 2021-22.

The order for the judi-
cial remand was passed by
Special Judge Sunena Shar-
ma of the Rouse Avenue
court after the CBI had
moved an application seek-
ing judicial custody of the
Delhi Chief Minister.

“He needs to be in jail in
the interest of the investiga-
tion and justice,” the CBI
said in its remand applica-
tion, and added that the
Delhi Chief Minister had
not cooperated in the
interrogation.

Counsel representing
Mr. Kejriwal opposed the
application saying the case
had been going on since
2022, though the Chief Mi-
nister was arrested only in
March.

“...The Supreme Court
granted Mr. Kejriwal inte-
rim bail to campaign for
general elections. The CBI
had urged that some evi-
dence was collected
against Mr. Kejriwal in Ja-
nuary and they got prose-
cution sanction under the
Prevention of Corruption

Act in April but the agency
did not want to overreach
the proceedings of the SC
which is why it never ar-
rested him,” advocate Vik-
ram Chaudhary, who re-
presented Mr. Kejriwal,
said.

Material sought
He also moved an applica-
tion to seek details of mate-
rial collected against his
client in the alleged excise
policy case. 

“These material found
against him cannot be dis-
closed to the accused,” the
court said.

The court, earlier this
week, had remanded the

Delhi Chief Minister to CBI
custody for three days
which ended on Saturday.
The CBI interrogated him
in the jail on June 25.

Mr. Kejriwal was initially
arrested by the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) on
March 21 on money laun-
dering charges linked to
the liquor policy case. 

The ED had alleged him
to be the “key conspirator”
in framing the now defunct
excise policy. 

The agency also accused
Mr. Kejriwal of diverting
the monetary pro�ts
gained from the policy into
the AAP co�ers for the Goa
Assembly election.

On CBI plea, Delhi court
sends Arvind Kejriwal to
judicial custody till July 12
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Delhi Chief Minister and AAP leader Arvind Kejriwal being produced

before a court by CBI o�icials, on Saturday. PTI

Two lynching cases in a
span of 24 hours in Kolka-
ta, one in the heart of the
city and the other in the
Salt Lake area, have caused
concern among its resi-
dents. Both killings were
due to suspicion of mobile
phone theft.

Irshad Alam, 37, was
tied up and beaten to
death inside a students’
hostel in the Bow Bazaar
area in central Kolkata on
Friday. The police arrested
14 persons in this connec-
tion. Just 24 hours later,
Prasen Mandal, 22, was
lynched in the Salt Lake
area, the police said. Three
persons were arrested for
the murder of Mandal. Re-
ports said the accused, af-

ter brutally assaulting the
victim, took him to a priv-
ate hospital, where he was
declared dead.

The Bidhannagar Police
said when the hospital sta�
enquired about the de-
ceased and the injuries on
his body, the three accused
could not provide satisfac-
tory answers.

The sta� got suspicious
and informed the local pol-
ice. They were taken to the
Electronics Complex pol-
ice station for questioning,
where they confessed that
they had assaulted the vic-

tim on suspicion of mobile
phone theft.

The police said Alam
was beaten to death inside
the Udayan Government
Hostel on Friday. CCTV
footage is missing and it is
suspected that the evi-
dence was destroyed.
Alam, a mechanic at a tele-
vision repair shop, was re-
portedly caught by a mob,
and around 8.30 a.m., was
taken to the �rst �oor of
the hostel, where he was
assaulted.

The police �led a case
under Sections 120B (cri-
minal conspiracy), 365
(kidnapping) and 302
(murder) of the Indian Pe-
nal Code at the Muchipara
station. All arrested sus-
pects are students or form-
er students of various Kol-
kata colleges. 

Fourteen persons
were arrested for the
killing in a student
hostel and three in
the Salt Lake case

Two men lynched in Kolkata
in separate incidents over
suspicion of cellphone theft
The Hindu Bureau
KOLKATA
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T
he Opposition is
likely to �eld Faiza-
bad MP and Samaj-

wadi Party leader Awad-
hesh Prasad for a likely
election to the post of De-
puty Speaker. Learning
from their experience dur-
ing the Speaker’s election,
where di�erences between
the Congress and the Tri-
namool Congress came to
the fore, the Opposition
has decided to present a
united front to force a con-
test for the position.

Though constitutionally
mandated, the 17th Lok
Sabha functioned without
a Deputy Speaker. Besides
speculation, there has
been no formal indication
from the government that
the position will be �lled in
the 18th Lok Sabha either.

Article 93 of the Consti-
tution mandates that the
Lok Sabha shall, “as soon

as may be”, choose a mem-
ber to be the Deputy
Speaker. However, it does
not provide a speci�c time
frame.

Consensus candidate
According to sources, the
top leadership of the Con-
gress, Trinamool and SP —
the three leading parties of

the Opposition INDIA bloc
— had informal talks to pick
a consensus candidate
who could send a strong
message.

The leaders narrowed
down their choice to Mr.
Prasad, a nine-time MLA
and �rst-time MP who hit
the headlines for defeating
the BJP’s two-time MP Lal-

lu Singh in the Faizabad
Lok Sabha constituency.
The recently consecrated
Ram Temple in Ayodhya,
which the BJP had hoped
would see them through to
an easy majority, falls with-
in this constituency.

“Mr. Prasad’s victory
symbolises the defeat of
the BJP’s Hindutva agenda.
As a Dalit leader, his victo-
ry from a general seat was
also an extremely signi�-
cant moment in Indian pol-
itical history,” a top Oppo-
sition leader said. If the
government does not
make a move to appoint a
Deputy Speaker before the
�rst session of Parliament
ends on July 3, the Opposi-
tion will write to the Lok
Sabha Speaker on the is-
sue, sources said.

A Deputy Speaker en-
joys the same legislative
powers as a Speaker. And
in the absence of the
Speaker due of death, ill-
nesses or any other rea-

son, the Deputy Speaker
assumes the administrative
powers. It is parliamentary
convention to elect a Depu-
ty Speaker of the Lok Sab-
ha from a party other than
the ruling party to run an
accountable democratic
Parliament.

Traditionally, the posi-
tion is reserved for the sin-
gle largest Opposition par-
ty but not all governments
have followed this norm.
In 2014, in the �rst term of
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment, the post was accord-
ed to Thambi Durai of the
the BJP ally All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam. In 2004 and 2009,
when the Congress-led
UPA government was in
power, Shiromani Akali Dal
MP Charanjit Singh Atwal
and BJP MP Kariya Munda
held the position. During
the Atal Bihari Vajpayee go-
vernment, the Congress’s
P.M. Sayeed held the posi-
tion.

INDIA bloc plans a united front for
a possible Deputy Speaker election

Awadhesh Prasad at the Parliament House complex during the first

session of the 18th Lok Sabh on Wednesday. PTI

It is still uncertain if the Modi government will �ll the post in the current Lok Sabha; Opposition is likely to �eld Faizabad

MP Awadhesh Prasad in case an election is held, though traditionally, the post goes to the single largest Opposition party

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

West Bengal Governor C.V.
Ananda Bose on Friday
moved the Calcutta High
Court against Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee, �ling
a defamation suit against
her. The development
came a day after Chief Mi-
nister Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday said that women
did not feel safe visiting the
Raj Bhavan.

Ms. Banerjee made the
remark on the issue relat-
ing to the swearing-in of
two newly elected Trina-
mool Congress MLAs, who
refused to go to the Raj
Bhavan for being adminis-
tered the oath by the
Governor.

“Why must everyone go
to Raj Bhavan? The Gover-
nor can authorise the
Speaker or Deputy Speak-
er, or attend the Assembly
himself. Women have in-
formed me they do not feel
safe visiting Raj Bhavan
due to recent incidents re-
ported there,” the Chief Mi-
nister had said. A woman

employee had raised alle-
gations of harassment
against the Governor on
May 2.

The Governor had res-
ponded to the remarks of
the Chief Minister by say-
ing that it was expected of
public representatives not
to create “erroneous and
slanderous impressions”.

Two MLAs-elect, Sayan-
tika Bandyopadhyay and
Rayat Hossain Sarkar, have
been demanding that the
Governor administer the
oath to them at the
Assembly.

Meanwhile, the Gover-
nor told presspersons that
he was suing the Chief Mi-
nister for defamation.

Bengal Governor �les
defamation suit in
HC against Mamata

C.V. Ananda Bose 

The Hindu Bureau
KOLKATA

At its national executive
meeting in Delhi on Satur-
day, the Janata Dal (Unit-
ed), part of the ruling al-
liance in Bihar, appointed
party leader and Rajya
Sabha member Sanjay Jha
its working president, and
passed a resolution de-
manding special status or a
special package for the
State.

Mr. Jha, who has been
close to Bihar Chief Minis-
ter Nitish Kumar, is seen as
having been instrumental
in the JD(U) joining hands
with the BJP again ahead of
the Lok Sabha election. Mr.
Kumar is currently the par-
ty’s national president.

“Our national party pre-

sident has entrusted a big
responsibility to me by ap-
pointing me the working
president of the party. We
will try to work with ally
BJP, maintaining more
coordination,” Mr. Jha told
presspersons in Delhi after
his appointment. 

“What sort of Bihar did
Mr. Kumar take over 19
years ago,” Mr. Jha asked.
“…whatever growth and
development has been
done in Bihar in the past 19
years is because of its own
resources.”

“Despite 19 years of re-
gime, there has been no
anti-incumbency trend
against Mr. Kumar in the
State and this was re�ected
in the just-concluded Lok
Sabha election result,” Mr.
Jha said, showering praise
on Mr. Kumar.

Asked about the JD(U)’s
resolution seeking special
category status or a special
package for Bihar at the
party’s national meet, Mr.
Jha expressed hope that
the demand would be met.
“Prime Minister Narendra

Modi has always paid at-
tention to Bihar and I do
hope that the party’s de-
mand for special category
status or a package for the
State will be met,” he said.

However, senior Con-
gress leader Jairam Ra-
mesh, in a post on X, won-
dered if the demand would
be forceful enough. 

“Would (Bihar) Chief Mi-
nister dare to pass such a
resolution from the State’s
Cabinet as well? Would
Chief Minister of Bihar put
this demand forcefully?”
Mr. Ramesh said.

Party sources also told
The Hindu that Mr. Jha was
chosen for the post of
working president of JD(U)
as he “maintains a good re-
lationship with both the
BJP and the JD(U)”. 

Janata Dal(U) appoints RS member
Sanjay Jha its working president
Amarnath Tewary
PATNA

Sanjay Jha

Days after Union Minister
of State for Health and Fa-
mily Welfare Anupriya Pa-
tel alleged bias against ap-
plicants from the Other
Backward Classes (OBCs),
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and
Scheduled Tribes (STs) in
government jobs in Uttar
Pradesh (U.P.), the Yogi Ad-
ityanath government in the
State sent a detailed reply
to her, explaining that re-

servation posts remaining
vacant after the selection
process could not be con-
verted to unreserved
posts, as claimed by her.

Ms. Patel is the national
president of the Apna Dal
(Soneylal), an ally of the
ruling BJP in U.P. 

‘No personal details’
The government also said
that applicants were given
grades; no one was reject-
ed with “not suitable” re-
marks; and the candidates’

personal details were not
shown to interviewers.

“The candidates from
OBC and SC/ST communi-
ties are constantly contact-
ing me and saying that they
are often declared ‘Not
Found Suitable’ for the
posts reserved for them in
various competitive exami-
nations that have an inter-
view-based recruitment
process. Later, these posts
are declared unreserved,”
Ms. Patel said in her letter
to Mr. Adityanath. 

Sources said the govern-
ment had taken the allega-
tion seriously, and the
Chief Minister’s O�ce
asked the department con-
cerned to reply to the Un-
ion Minister.

In the reply sent to Ms.
Patel, it was said that if can-
didates of the given catego-
ries did not clear the exam,
then the UPPSC did not
have the right to convert
the resulting un�lled va-
cancies to any other
category.

Quota posts cannot be unreserved, U.P.
government replies to Anupriya’s letter
Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

Nationalist Congress Party
(SP) president Sharad Pa-
war on Saturday said the
reference to the Emergen-
cy made by Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla in his
speech was not apt and did
not suit the stature of his
post. Soon after his elec-
tion as Lok Sabha Speaker,
Om Birla on Wednesday
set o� a �restorm by read-
ing out a resolution con-
demning the imposition of
the Emergency as an attack
on the Constitution by the
then-Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi.

Mr. Pawar said, “The
Speaker’s reference to the
Emergency in his address
did not suit the stature of
the post. It has been 50
years since the Emergency,
Indira Gandhi is no longer
alive. So why is the Speak-
er bringing up this issue
now?” “The President’s
speech also had a brief
mention of this issue. That
was also not necessary,” he
said.

Om Birla’s
comments on
Emergency
not apt: Pawar 

Press Trust of India
KOLHAPUR

The Congress on Saturday,
citing a news report about
the Adani Group selecting
eight Chinese companies
to assist its solar manufac-
turing project, questioned
if the taxpayers’ money
should bene�t the Chinese
�rms.

Slamming Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi in a post
on X, Congress general se-
cretary (organisation) Jai-
ram Ramesh called for a
strategy “to wean India of
its dependence on China”.

“The non-biological
Prime Minister infamously

told the nation on June 19,
2020, after the Galwan
clashes that Na koi hamari
seema mein ghus aaya hai,
na hi koi ghusa hua hai
(Neither has anyone en-
tered our borders, nor has
anyone occupied territo-
ries). However, he shows
no hesitation in liberally is-
suing visas to Chinese
workers to help one of his
tempowallah buddies,” Mr.
Ramesh said, tagging the
newspaper report about
Adani Solar trying to bring
engineers from China.

Mr. Ramesh said these
collaborations are happen-
ing in the name of Atma-
nirbharata (self-reliance).

Congress targets Modi
over Adani Group’s
ties with Chinese �rms 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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News

A local o�cer was suspended in Anantnag
district of Jammu & Kashmir on allegations of
“sabotaging” the Amarnath Yatra by remaining
absent from duty. Syeed Fakhrudin Hamid,
Deputy Commissioner, Anantnag, in an order,
suspended Pahalgam Naib Tehsildar Ovais Amir
for “leaving the station without permission and
sabotaging the ongoing Amarnath yatra”. A
Sub-Divisional Magistrate-level o�cer was
appointed to “inquire into the matter of non
compliance of the Naib Tehsildar”. “The
suspended o�cer shall remain attached with his
o�ce during the period of his suspension,” the
order read.

O�cer suspended in J&K for
‘sabotaging’ Amarnath Yatra

The Assam Police arrested nine persons,
including the prime accused, in an alleged
marksheet scam involving o�cials of Gauhati
University. It came to light after Azizul Haque, an
undergraduate student at the Ganesh Lal
Choudhury College in Barpeta, was found to have
possessed a forged marksheet. An o�cial
probing the case said the arrests were made from
various locations in Guwahati, Barpeta,
Kalgachia, and Dhubri. Among the arrested were
Krishan Krishnamurti, an employee of Gauhati
University, Shivtosh Mahato, an employee of
Dhubri Law College, and Aminul Islam, a
librarian of a college in Dhubri.

Nine arrested in Gauhati
University marksheet scam

Five policemen, including an o�cer, were
injured in a clash with protesters opposing the
J&K authorities’ demolition drive, including a
mosque, in Kathua district on Saturday. Tensions
gripped the Kalyanpur Padri area in tehsil Nagri
when a mob attacked and chased a joint team of
the J&K Police and revenue o�cials carrying out
an anti-encroachment drive against a mosque. A
Deputy Superintendent of Police-rank o�cer was
hit in the head and four others also sustained
minor injuries when a stone-throwing mob,
which was also carrying lathis, chased the
policemen from the demolition spot. Several
vehicles were damaged in the clash.

5 policemen injured during
demolition drive in Kathua

SUDOKU
�

Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku

C
an the dengue virus
beat the coronavi-
rus and is it why the

early wave of the pandem-
ic in 2020 resulted in fewer
COVID deaths or severe in-
fections in India than in
Europe or North America
where dengue is not en-
demic? Research from the
CSIR-Indian Institute of
Chemical Biology, Kolkata
hints at these intriguing
possibilities following an
analysis of antibodies from
people infected with den-
gue and testing them
against a kind of coronavi-
rus called murine hepatitis
virus (mouse coronavirus).
In research settings, this vi-
rus — being part of the
same family of human co-
ronaviruses — is consi-
dered a good surrogate to
study the behaviour of the
coronavirus strains that in-
fected people during the
pandemic.

Their results, published
in the peer-reviewed Jour-
nal of Medical Virology this
week, suggest that the anti-
bodies following a dengue
infection were able to ‘neu-
tralise’ this coronavirus.
For their analysis, the

scientists relied on a com-
bination of computer-mo-
delling studies as well as
cell-culture studies, the lat-
ter demonstrating how an-
tibodies from dengue were
able to engulf and bind the
coronavirus proteins.

These latest studies
build on the lab’s work
from 2020 that blood tests
speci�c to check for den-
gue sometimes led to a
positive SARS-CoV-2 test.

“We experimentally de-
monstrated that serum
samples from dengue pa-
tients have the potential to
bind to and ‘mask’ the sur-
face of several coronavirus-
es, including SARS-CoV-2.
We performed ‘virus neu-
tralisation’ tests in cell cul-
tures and showed that such

‘masking’ by dengue anti-
bodies can indeed, block
coronavirus entry into sus-
ceptible cells,” Subhajit
Biswas, Principal Scientist
and the main author of the
study, told The Hindu.

The dengue family of vi-
ruses are di�erent from the
coronavirus family and
hence infection from one,
in normal circumstances,
is not expected to protect
against the other. What is
known about dengue is
that there are four major
serotypes, or strains, that
cause dengue infections.
Strains Denv-1 and Denv-2
are the most common in
India. However, being in-
fected with one does not
protect against the other
and, in fact, a re-infection

involving a di�erent strain
can be more dangerous — a
phenomenon called anti-
body-dependent enhance-
ment (ADE) in dengue.
Whether the prevalence of
dengue in dengue-endem-
ic countries of Southeast
Asia may be triggering
newer mutations in the co-
ronavirus is a factor that
needs to be investigated
more extensively, the auth-
ors suggest.

That the early stages of
the pandemic saw a de-
cline in dengue in India has
been independently re-
ported. The National Vec-
tor Borne Disease Control
Programme of India re-
ported a sharp decline of
75% (39,419 versus 1,57,315)
in dengue incidence dur-
ing 2020 as compared with
2019. 

“The possible reasons
for this reduction could be
lower transmission of the
vector, less exposure due
to lockdown, and, poten-
tially, a disparity in the re-
ported data possibly due to
underdiagnosis or under-
reporting because of in-
creased attention to the
pandemic,” said a 2021 stu-
dy in the American Journal
of Tropical Medicine and
Hygeine.

‘Dengue may have helped
stem COVID-19 wave severity’

Masking e�ect: Antibodies in the blood after a dengue infection

were able to engulf and bind to coronavirus proteins. AP

A study was published in Journal of Medical Virology this week; results of the research suggest

that the antibodies following a dengue infection were able to ‘neutralise’ the coronavirus

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Saturday
alleged that the Narendra
Modi-led government is
not keen on allowing a par-
liamentary debate on the
National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (NEET) for
undergraduate medical
college admissions as it will
“expose” the ruling Bhara-
tiya Janata Party’s (BJP)
links with those involved in
the alleged NEET paper
leak scam.

At a press conference,
Gujarat Congress chief
Shaktisinh Gohil claimed
that one of the key ac-
cused, Arif Vohra, who has
now been arrested by the
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI), is an o�ce-
bearer of the BJP.

Mr. Gohil also ques-
tioned why the National
Testing Agency (NTA) had
selected the Jay Jalaram
(Gujarati) school in Godhra
as an examination centre,
despite the fact that the
Gujarat HC had previously
imposed a penalty of ₹35
lakh on the organisation
that runs these schools.

“If you go Google a little
bit, then you will �nd Jai
Jalaram Education Trust
among those who donated
to the BJP. I have found it
myself,” Mr. Gohil said. 

Congress
attacks BJP
over NEET
paper leak 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The National Testing Agen-
cy (NTA), which is under
scrutiny for multiple ques-
tion paper leak controver-
sies, failed to amp up its in-
frastructure for
conducting tests in online
mode in 2024, as its tender
to multiply testing centres
failed to take o�, The Hin-
du has learnt.

The NTA had �oated a
tender in January, in order
to increase its capacity of
computer labs, which
could house ‘nodes’, or
seating spaces for candi-
dates, in as many as 378 ci-
ties. “The work has not
progressed as the tenders
have not been �nalised,” a
top NTA o�cial told The
Hindu. If the tender had
gone through, the NTA had
aimed to conduct exams
across India in a standar-
dised format by establish-
ing online exam centres
without any possibility of
malpractice, o�cials
added.

Currently, the NTA con-
ducts at least six of its en-

trance exams through the
relatively safer online or
computer-based test (CBT)
mode. While the Joint En-
trance Examination ( JEE-
Main) is conducted by the
NTA through the CBT
mode, the National Eligibil-
ity-Cum-Entrance Test
(NEET-UG) for medical as-
pirants is conducted in a
pen-and-paper, or offline,
mode. Offline tests are
more vulnerable to paper
leaks and other types of
malpractice.

According to o�cial da-
ta, the NTA currently has
the infrastructure capabili-

ty for approximately 600
CBT examination centres
across India. “It conducts
CBT exams in multiple
shifts with multiple sets of
question papers owing to
the limited infrastructure
availability as per the de-
�ned standards for con-
ducting online exams,”
another NTA o�cial said.

Boosting capacity
“Currently, India does not
have the capacity to con-
duct online exams for
more than three lakh can-
didates in a single shift due
to resource constraints,” V.

Kamakoti, Director of IIT-
Madras, told The Hindu.

Aware of its restraints,
the NTA had envisioned
setting up more exam
centres for online exams,
�rst for 40,000 candidates
per shift and then to in-
crease the capacity to
2,00,000 candidates per
shift, with a capacity of 275
computer nodes in each
centre. Each node would
seat one candidate. 

This would mean gra-
dually doubling the exist-
ing strength of 600
centres, by adding anywh-
ere between 145 and 700
more centres. But the ten-
der never took o�, o�cials
said.

“The NTA had planned
to start with a provision of
approximately 40,000
computer nodes per shift
and will increase the nodes
on mutual discussion or as
per industry requirement.
At present candidates from
remote areas need to travel
a long distance from their
residence to reach the ex-
am centres,” the tender
�oated by the NTA said.

Multiple proposals to

administer NEET-UG
through online mode were
sent to the Ministry of Edu-
cation but in vain, o�cials
at the NTA told The Hindu.
“Talks for administering
the NEET-UG in CBT mode,
similar to JEE (Main), have
been ongoing for at least
�ve years now. The recent
paper leak �asco should
serve as an eye-opener to
change the format of the
exams,” an o�cial quoted
above said.

In the tender �oated in
January, the NTA had
sought proposals from
pro�table private compa-
nies or central PSUs, who
have had an average an-
nual turnover of ₹100 crore
for the last �ve years, and
who have handled projects
ranging from ₹20 crore to
₹40 crore, to bid for setting
up and maintaining online
exam centres.

In the tender, the NTA
said that it wanted to set up
this infrastructure in priv-
ate and government higher
education institutions and
schools, government and
semi-government build-
ings which would o�er

areas in their campuses for
the development of new IT
infrastructure by outsourc-
ing it to a private company
or a PSU.

Outsourced centres
The NTA wanted to out-
source the work to bidders
for end-to-end execution
and running of online ex-
amination centres, includ-
ing arranging infrastruc-
ture such as furniture,
electri�cation, air-condi-
tioning, power backup,
network cabling, Internet
with minimum 10 Mbps
speed, CCTV, and even ar-
range a pool of invigilators
which will be maintained
by the bidders in indivi-
dual cities.

The tender �oated in Ja-
nuary never took o�, and is
currently facing a delay of
nearly six months. Had it
been awarded, the NTA
would have expected the
online centres to be live
and running within three
months of awarding the
contract. It had said that
successful bidders were ex-
pected to run the online
exam centres for �ve years.

NTA’s plan to add more online exam centres yet to take o� 
Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

Currently, the NTA conducts at least six of its entrance exams

through online or computer based test mode. PTI

The National Commission
for Protection of Child
Rights (NCPCR) will felici-
tate 30 top performing dis-
tricts in the country for the
successful implementation
of a Joint Action Plan to
contain substance abuse
among schoolchildren.

The recognition will be
awarded here on Sunday to
the respective District Ma-
gistrates and Collectors by
Union Minister of State for
Home Nityanand Rai. The
event will be held on the si-
delines of a national review
and consultation organ-
ised jointly by the NCPCR
and the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) on the ‘Joint
Action Plan on Prevention
of Drugs and Substance

Abuse and Illicit Tra�ck-
ing’. 

The Joint Action Plan
( JAP) was developed by the
NCPCR and the NCB based
on deliberations with the
Ministries concerned in
2021. It streamlines e�orts
made by di�erent agencies
to bring paradigm shifts in
prevention. 

Representatives of the
Commission for Protection
of Child Rights of States

and Union Territories, as
well the Departments of
Women and Child Welfare,
Health, Education, Police,
Drugs Controller, Excise,
Pharmacy Councils, and
State AIDS Control Socie-
ties will participate in the
consultation. 

New portal
A new portal called ‘Praha-
ri’ (sentry) will also be
launched by Mr. Rai.
“Through this portal, quar-
terly activities for aware-
ness on drugs and sub-
stance abuse in schools
will be conducted by chil-
dren and teachers nomi-
nated by special ‘Prahari’
clubs,” a senior o�cial
said. ‘Prahari’ clubs are as-
sociations managed and
run by children to achieve
common goals. 

NCPCR to felicitate 30 district
o�cials for containing drug
abuse among school children
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A new portal called ‘Prahari’

(sentry) will also be launched

by the Union MoS. 

Union Minister for Educa-
tion Dharmendra Pradhan
said that the new schedule
for NEET-PG will be an-
nounced by the National
Board of Examinations
(NBE) in the next two days.

Mr. Pradhan was speak-
ing in Panchkula, Haryana
ahead of a BJP event where
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah addressed party
workers.

The NEET-PG exams
were cancelled last week
because of the controversy
raging over irregularities in
the conduct of NEET-UG. 

“The date of National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test, Postgraduate will be
announced by the NBE in
one or two days,” Mr. Prad-
han said. 

The comments by Mr.
Pradhan come a day after
the National Testing Agen-
cy (NTA) announced re-
vised dates for three exams
that were cancelled.

The University Grants
Commission-National Eligi-
bility Test (UGC-NET)
which was cancelled a day
after being conducted on
June 18 will now be con-
ducted from August 21 to
September 4, the National
Testing Agency said.
(With agency inputs)

NEET-PG
dates will be
announced
soon: Minister

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A day after a portion of a canopy of the Delhi
airport’s Terminal-1 collapsed, a part of the
canopy at a terminal in Rajkot (Hirasar)
International Airport collapsed following heavy
rain in Gujarat on Saturday. A video shows the
canopy collapsing at the passenger pick-up/drop
area outside the airport terminal. No injury or
death has been reported. The new green�eld
airport, built by the Airports Authority of India
(AAI) at Hirasar village was inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in July 2023. This is the
third incident of infrastructure failure at Indian
airports in under a week.

Canopy of new Rajkot airport
collapses in heavy rain

INBRIEF
�

In what came as a shock to
nearly 100 teaching and
non-teaching sta� on va-
rious campuses of Tata In-
stitute of Social Sciences
(TISS) across India, they
were informed that their
contracts will not be re-
newed and their services
will end on Sunday. The
TISS administration sent
termination letters to the
sta� on June 28.

“Nearly a hundred insti-
tute sta� members which
were previously funded by
the Tata Education Trust
will become unemployed
after years of service at
TISS. It is completely a fai-
lure of the current leader-
ship of TISS administration
in running the institute

and apathy of the Union
government,” said a state-
ment by Progressive Stu-
dents’ Forum of TISS.

“After repeatedly target-
ing its students and curb-
ing the campus democra-
cy, the present TISS
administration, under the
BJP-led Union government,
has unleashed an attack on
its employees as well,” the
statement further said.

“As students, we ex-
press our concern about
this decision. The previous
years’ NIRF data show that
the student-faculty ratio is
being impacted negatively.
This means that the cur-
rently employed faculty is
insu�cient in terms of the
number of students admit-
ted to TISS each year,” it
said. While the termination
of a hundred such posi-

tions will directly impact
the futures of the students,
it might also allow for polit-
ically motivated appoint-
ments in the near future,
the students feared.

Last year, the BJP-led
Centre took over TISS,
making it a fully “public-
funded institute”.

“The result has been
that students are facing de-
lays in receiving student
aid and are being threa-
tened in the name of fee
payment. While becoming
a public institute should
have relieved the pressure
from students coming
from economically and so-
cially marginalised back-
grounds, the Central go-
vernment takeover has
resulted in added mone-
tary pressures,” the state-
ment added.

TISS terminates nearly 100
teaching, non-teaching sta�
across various campuses
Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI
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The Financial Services Institutions Bureau (FSIB)
has recommended the appointment of Challa
Sreenivasulu Setty for the post of Chairman of
the State Bank of India (SBI). Mr. Setty is now the
senior most Managing Director heading Global
Markets & Technology at India’s largest bank. SBI
Chairman Dinesh Kumar Khara’s tenure ends in
August. Mr. Setty will be the 27th Chairman of
SBI, which came into existence on July 1, 1955
after taking over the business of Imperial Bank.

FSIB recommends C.S. Setty
for SBI Chairman’s post

INBRIEF
�

Titan Company said it was introducing its
jewellery brand Tanishq in Bangladesh as part of
expansion plans in the international market. On
Friday, the Tata Group-managed �rm signed a JV
agreement to this e�ect with Rhythm Group
which will make Tanishq available across the
Bangladesh market, according to a joint
statement. The joint venture will commence with
the opening of the manufacturing facility in
Narayanganj in Bangladesh, it added. PTI

Titan takes its jewellery brand
Tanishq to Bangladesh

The Centre on Saturday appointed Ravi Agrawal
as the new chairman of the Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT), the top policy-making body
of the Income Tax Department. As per the
noti�cation issued by the Personnel Ministry, Mr.
Agrawal, a 1988 batch Income-Tax cadre Indian
Revenue Service (IRS) o�cer, has been appointed
as the Chairman from July 1 till superannuation
on September 30 and subsequently on contract
basis till June 30, 2025. 

Agrawal named Central Board
of Direct Taxes Chairman

I
ndia’s apex autono-
mous statistics body’s
chief on Sunday un-

derlined the imperative to
harmonise the collection
and dissemination of data
by various government de-
partments to make policy
decisions more informed
and “e�cient”, stressing
that it was tough to corre-
late economic data such as
indirect tax collections and
export-import �gures in
the current system.

“There are so many en-
tities in the national as well
as State governments that
are collecting and using da-
ta in their own way,” Na-
tional Statistical Commis-
sion chairman Rajeeva
Laxman Karandikar ob-
served. “Some of it is made
available to public, some is
not. Even when made
available to public, the da-
ta doesn’t talk to each oth-
er,” he added.

“I am not talking in
terms of a text �le versus
PDF, but in terms of the
way a table is made, or let’s
say, the code,” he said. Cit-
ing the example of Goods
and Services Tax (GST)
numbers and foreign trade
data, he said they used dif-
ferent codes. “Therefore, if
you want to do some analy-
sis which involves both
these data, it is very di�-
cult to put it together and

make some coherent deci-
sion based on that,” he
explained.

Mr. Karandikar empha-
sised the need of “interop-
erability and linking of da-
tabases generated by
various agencies” at an
event to mark Statistics
Day, in honour of the birth
anniversary of Prasanta
Chandra Mahalonobis,
widely regarded as the
Father of Indian Statistics.

“The decision is not just
going to be based only on
the GST data, you have to
merge it with various other
things, and only then that
will be useful,” he noted. 

“Our goal is to make e�-
cient decisions for the
large masses and we can
use all that is happening in
the best possible way. We
can talk to others in the go-
vernment and try to come
up with this plan of inte-

grating various datasets so
that it can be best used,”
Mr. Karandikar said, sug-
gesting that such harmoni-
sation could begin with
Central government de-
partments and then the
States could be roped in.

‘Form expert group’
Conceding people’s con-
cerns about privacy with
such data, the NSC chief
said thought needed to be
given as to what part of the
data could be released “at
least to decision-makers”.

“There is a strong need
to create... an expert group
that involves all stakehol-
ders, which will look at
these issues and try to
come out with common
codes and ways of data col-
lection and dissemination,
so that the best use of data
can be made in times to
come,” he underlined.

Synergy in data must
for ‘coherent’ policy
decisions: NSC chief 

Data talk: NSC chief Karandikar says data must ‘talk to each other’

to make it useful for nationwide policy making. MOSPI

Correlating data such as GST and export-import �gures �agged as an

example by the National Statistical Commission chairman Karandikar

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

Sixteenth Finance Com-
mission chairperson Ar-
vind Panagariya on Sunday
mooted compiling data
generated by all the Fi-
nance Commissions in one
place, noting that a lot of
statistics were generated
by the constitutional body
appointed every �ve years,
which could come in han-
dy in the future.

“Finance Commissions
are appointed every �ve
years and remain in o�ce
for a couple of years. And
each Finance Commission
collects its own data, but
there is no permanent
home for this data. So each
Commission goes out, then
the next one comes in and
starts gathering data all ov-
er again,” Mr. Panagariya
lamented.

Speaking at a Ministry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI)
event to mark Statistics
Day, he reckoned that at
the end of a Finance Com-
mission’s tenure, all its
members and sta� “really
leave with lots of Excel �les
that most likely remain on
their computers”.

“So I think… it’s not ne-
cessary that the MoSPI has
to do it, but somebody
ought to take some sort of
a lead in creating a home
for these data on a perma-
nent basis. So that the
work of the Commission
actually will certainly get
much smoothened out, for
at least in the future,” Mr.
Panagariya said. This could
be done through a single

portal to host these data
sets, he suggested.

The �rst vice chairman
of Niti Aayog, now in
charge of the Commission
to recommend the reve-
nue-sharing formula bet-
ween the Centre and States
for the �ve-year period
starting April 1, 2026, said
data, and their analysis
were critical to conceive
and implement good eco-
nomic policies.

“The challenge is to pro-
duce authentic, robust and
accurate statistics to cope
with the huge demand for
information that is now al-
most universally accessi-
ble. The need of the hour is
to ensure the availability of
accurate data so these can
be appropriately fed into
the decision-making pro-
cesses,” aided by technolo-
gy, Mr. Panagariya noted.

With India now becom-
ing a member of the United
Nations Statistical Com-
mission, he said it had a
responsibility to contri-
bute to the standard-set-
ting agenda for global sta-
tistical systems, while
making the Indian statisti-
cal system more robust.

Collate �nance
panels’ data in one
place: Panagariya

Arvind Panagariya

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Department of Com-
merce has extended the In-
terest Equalisation Scheme
for pre- and post-shipment
rupee export credit for Mi-
cro, Small and Medium-
scale (MSME) exporters till
August 31.

According to a Depart-
ment trade notice, the out-
lay for the extended period
is ₹750 crore. The exten-
sion is not applicable for
non-MSME exporters
beyond June 30. 

The scheme’s terms will
remain the same.

Sudhir Sekhri, chair-
man of the Apparel Export
Promotion Council

(AEPC), said the extension
of the scheme will bene�t
the labour-intensive gar-
ment sector, which largely
has MSME units. The gar-
ment exporters are grap-
pling with high interest
costs, he said. But, there
should be stability and
predictability in the policy
regime. The policies and
schemes should stay for at
least a period of �ve years.

Interest equalisation
scheme extended for
MSME exporters 
The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE

Belgium wheelchair maker
Vermeiren India Rehab
Pvt. Ltd., has commenced
a ₹100 crore expansion-
cum-diversi�cation project
at its Sri City SEZ unit, said
a top executive.

“This is our fourth ex-
pansion in eight years,”
MD Syed Riaz Qadr said
during an interaction.

The �rm would more
than double its monthly
production capacity of
wheelchairs and commode
chairs from 18,000 to
50,000, he said. Besides, it
would expand its portfolio
with walkers, rollators and
patient beds.

“Initially, we said we
can produce one lakh
wheelchairs per annum.

We are doing more than
two lakh and plans are on
to produce six lakhs units
annually. Four more types
of commode chairs will be
rolled out, taking the total
to six,” he said.

Begun with a 9-acre fa-
cility in 2016, the �rm ad-
ded eight acres two years
ago and another 15 recent-
ly. About 70% of the expan-
sion cost would be funded

by the parent �rm and the
balance through
borrowings.

“We commenced pro-
duction of wheelchairs
with eight lines and 10
more are going to be ad-
ded. The new lines will go
on stream from December
2025,” he said.

Mr. Qadr said walkers,
rollators and patient beds
would be made beginning
May 2025. He added they
planned to produce 1,000
patient beds per month
and 5,000 units of walkers
and rollators collectively.

On exports, he said 95%
of volume went to Europe,
West Asia, Australia and
New Zealand. Singapore
and Malaysia would be ad-
ded soon. 

In FY24, the �rm logged
revenue of ₹180 crore.

Vermeiren India chalks out
₹100 crore expansion plans 
N. Anand
CHENNAI

Two major bank unions
have sought the merger of
43 Regional Rural Banks
(RRBs) with 12 scheduled
commercial banks (spon-
sor banks) for improving
operational e�ciency and
viability of the sector.

Competition among
PSBs and RRBs are leading
to a waste of scarce �nan-
cial resources for o�ering
the same type of services
to few select customers in
rural areas, o�cials of the
All India Bank O�cers’
Confederation (AIBOC)
and the All India Bank Em-
ployees Association (AI-
BEA) said in a statement is-
sued on Thursday. 

Merge RRBs
with sponsor
banks, say 2
bank unions

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Vietnam’s economic
growth accelerated in the
second quarter on robust
exports, government data
showed on Saturday, but
rising in�ation remained a
challenge for the Southeast
Asian country.

Gross domestic product
is estimated to have ex-
panded by 6.93% in the se-
cond quarter from a year
earlier, faster than 5.87% in
the �rst quarter, the go-
vernment’s General Statis-
tics O�ce (GSO) said.

The economy expanded
6.42% in the �rst half of
this year, the GSO added.

Vietnam, a key exporter
of smartphones, electron-
ics and garments, is seek-
ing to shore up business
activity after missing last
year’s growth target due to
weak global demand and
power shortages.

“Vietnam’s socio-eco-
nomic situation continues
a positive trend, with each
quarter being better than
the previous one,” the GSO
said in a statement.

Vietnam’s Q2 GDP
growth accelerates to
6.93%, led by exports

Reuters
HANOI

The economy
expanded 6.42% in
the �rst half of this
year, the General
Statistics O�ce said

India’s Steel Ministry has
initiated discussions with
the Ministry of Commerce
on curbing an in�ux of
cheap Chinese imports of
the metal, a senior o�cial
aware of the discussions
said. A probe into imports
from Vietnam is also being
considered.

The discussions come
amid persistent calls for
higher tari�s from produc-
ers even as India turns a
net importer. According to
the Ministry o�cial, indus-
try has also sought an in-
vestigation into steel ship-
ments coming in through
Vietnam. Preliminary dis-
cussions suggest a good
portion of low-cost im-
ports from China are being
routed into India through
Vietnamese traders.

“We have monitored the
rise in imports, and have
alerted the concerned mi-
nistry, in this case the
Commerce Ministry. Dis-
cussions with them (Com-
merce Ministry) are under-
way to take necessary
steps,” the o�cial told
businessline.

The Steel Ministry o�-
cial said demand continues
to be depressed in China
while there have not been
any production cuts in the
region. Prices remain de-
pressed, resulting in excess
stock being exported
across Asian and Latin
American nations, “some-
times at less than cost
price”, the o�cial noted.

(The writer is with The

Hindu businessline)

Steel Ministry
raises alarm
on Chinese
imports, urges
trade curbs

Abhishek Law
NEW DELHI
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SCIENCE

Cryo-electron microscopy (cryo-EM) structures
of an anti-measles antibody reveal its therapeutic
potential by blocking the virus’s fusion process, a
new study reports. The work paves the way for
the next generation of measles virus therapeutics
and illuminates a mechanism that may be shared
by antibodies against other viral pathogens. The
structures generated by the researchers also
revealed an important epitope that may provide
a new druggable target for MeV as well as other
paramyxoviruses like mumps.

Anti-measles antibody
prevents viral fusion: study 

By mapping out the landscape of proteins in
cerebrospinal �uid, researchers have discovered
potential markers of Alzheimer’s disease that
appear as many as 20 years before symptoms.
The scientists generated a robust map of protein
activity, consisting of 34 “modules”. They
identi�ed three that correlated with disease and
with the genetic risk factor APOE-e4. Also, shifts
in these modules in blood samples were linked to
a risk of dementia more than 20 years before the
patient was diagnosed. 

Proteins in cerebrospinal �uid
o�er markers of Alzheimer’s

Scientists show that a new antibody therapy for
COVID-19 can neutralise the Omicron strain of
SARS-CoV-2 in hamsters and is safe in humans,
according to their research. The antibody
(AZD3152) could provide an additional layer of
protection to vulnerable groups at risk of severe
COVID-19. The antibody binds to the back “left
shoulder” of the receptor binding domain on the
SARS-CoV-2 spike protein, and is designed to be
more potent against emerging variants.

Antibody shields hamsters
from SARS-CoV-2 variants

SNAPSHOTS
�

Can meteorite strikes
cause quakes on Mars?

Using seismic data,
researchers have derived
the �rst estimate of global
meteorite impacts on
Mars. Their �ndings
indicate that 280 to 360
meteorites strike the
planet each year, forming
impact craters greater than
26 feet across. Using data
from the seismometer
deployed during the NASA
InSight Mission to Mars,
researchers found that six
seismic events recorded
near the station had been
previously identi�ed as
meteoric impacts. Now,
researchers have found
that these six seismic
events belong to a much
larger group of

marsquakes, so called very
high frequency events. The
source process of these
quakes occurs much faster
than for a tectonic
marsquake of similar size.
Where a normal
magnitude 3-quake on
Mars takes several
seconds, an
impact-generated event of
the same size takes only
0.2 seconds or less, due to
the hypervelocity of the
collision. By analysing
marsquake spectra, a
further 80 marsquakes
were identi�ed that are
now thought to be caused
by meteoroid strikes. 

Question Corner

Marsquakes

Readers may send their questions /
answers to
questioncorner@thehindu.co.in

A more accurate way to
scan for tuberculosis has
been developed by re-
searcher based in the U.K.
and the U.S. using positron
emission tomography
(PET).

The team has developed
a new radiotracer, which is
taken up by live TB bacte-
ria in the body. Radiotrac-
ers are radioactive com-
pounds which give o�

radiation that can be de-
tected by scanners and
turned into a 3D image.
The new radiotracer,
called FDT, enables PET
scans to be used for the
�rst time to accurately pin-
point when and where the
disease is still active in a
patient’s lungs.

The researchers have
put the new radiotracer
through extensive pre-clin-
ical trials with no adverse
e�ects and it is now ready

to go into Phase I trials in
humans. The study has
been published in the jour-
nal Nature
Communications.

Currently, two methods
exist for TB diagnosis: test-
ing for the TB bacteria in a
patient’s sputum using
smear microscopy or a mo-
lecular test. The other is
the use of a PET scan to
look for signs of in�amma-
tion in the lung, using the
common radiotracer FDG.

While a sputum test can
show a negative long be-
fore the disease has been
fully treated in the lungs,
which could result in pa-
tients �nishing treatment
too early, scanning for in-
�ammation can be helpful
in seeing the extent of the
disease, but it is not specif-
ic to TB, as in�ammation
can be caused by other
conditions. In�ammation
can also persist in the lung
after the TB bacteria has

been eliminated, leading to
treatment continuing lon-
ger than necessary.

The new approach de-
veloped by the researchers
is more speci�c as it uses a
carbohydrate that is only
processed by the TB bacte-
ria. A key advantage of the
new approach is that it on-
ly requires a hospital to
have standard radiation
control and PET scanners,
which are becoming more
available throughout the

world. The new molecule
is created from FDG using
a simple process involving
enzymes developed by the
research team. This means
it can be produced without
specialist expertise or labo-
ratories and so would be a
viable option in low- and
middle-income countries
with less developed health-
care systems. These coun-
tries currently see over
80% of global TB cases and
deaths from the disease.

Speci�c PET scan for TB for more e�ective treatment 
The Hindu Bureau

A
recent case of
Zika virus infec-
tion in Pune has
renewed con-

cerns about India’s prepa-
redness for diagnosing
emerging infectious diseas-
es. After experiencing
symptoms like fever and
rashes, the 46-year-old
doctor was hospitalised
and diagnosed with Zika vi-
rus infection after his sam-
ples were sent for testing to
the apex virology institute.
Subsequent testing of his
family members revealed
that his 15-year-old daught-
er was also infected. This is
not the �rst time Zika has
been identi�ed in India.
Cases have been identi�ed
in multiple States in India
in the past, with larger out-
breaks occurring in Kerala
and Uttar Pradesh as re-
cently as 2021.

Zika virus is a mosquito-
borne pathogen belonging
to the �avivirus family of
viruses which also includes
dengue. Clinical symptoms
of Zika infection in many
cases could be mild and in-
distinguishable from other
infectious diseases includ-
ing dengue. However, for
pregnant women, the Zika
virus poses a signi�cant
risk as it can be transmit-
ted from mother to child,
potentially leading to mi-
crocephaly in the
o�spring.

Due to climate change,
it is not surprising that
multiple dengue outbreaks
are making headlines. The
same vectors that spread
dengue could also spread
Zika. However, India’s lack
of signi�cant Zika surveil-
lance means we might nev-
er fully understand its

spread. In March 2023,
CDSCO, India’s apex organ-
isation for diagnostic ap-
provals, con�rmed that
there is no approved diag-
nostic test for Zika. This
limitation hinders our abil-
ity to diagnose Zika, rely-
ing only on classical symp-
toms and high clinical
suspicion, making it com-
plex as we see a concur-
rent upsurge in dengue
cases across the country.
Surveillance by ICMR on
Aedes mosquitoes showed
Zika virus positivity follo-
wing human cases, indicat-
ing that many cases are
likely being missed. Zika is
not an isolated case. A case
of avian in�uenza A/H5N1
was recently reported from
Australia in a child who
had traveled to India, hint-
ing at more undetected in-
fections. Despite multiple
avian in�uenza outbreaks

in India this year a�ecting
poultry, and an ongoing
outbreak in Kerala, human
testing and surveillance
have remained limited.
This is partially com-
pounded by the lack of
widely available diagnostic
tests and over-reliance on a
few apex institutes.

Consider the case of the
Nipah virus, which has
seen multiple outbreaks in
Kerala. India has expe-
rienced several Nipah virus
outbreaks, notably in West
Bengal (2001 and 2007)
and Kerala (2018, 2021, and
2023). In Kerala, identi�ca-
tion of the virus relied hea-
vily on clinical suspicion.
Some cases were indeed
missed during initial ad-
missions due to the lack of
routine testing. Rapid iden-
ti�cation and isolation of
cases, contact tracing, and
targeted screening of con-

tacts are key to the e�ec-
tive containment of Nipah
outbreaks.

While many countries
grant emergency appro-
vals for diagnostics based
on synthetic genomic ma-
terial, India requires vali-
dation on clinical samples,
which are not readily ac-
cessible. These limitations
hamper rapid develop-
ment. Although there have
been multiple publications
on Zika and Nipah out-
breaks over many years
now, the genomes from
these outbreaks are still
not rapidly released in pu-
blic repositories. For exam-
ple, the Nipah virus ge-
nome from the 2023
outbreak in Kerala was on-
ly released last month.
Even with ongoing avian
in�uenza outbreaks in
multiple States, we do not
yet have the whole genome

sequences available in GI-
SAID, the primary reposi-
tory for in�uenza sequenc-
es, hampering our
understanding of the dis-
ease and spread and more
importantly, our ability to
rapidly develop and de-
ploy diagnostics.

During the COVID-19
pandemic, India swiftly ex-
panded its testing infras-
tructure by rapidly decen-
tralising and leveraging the
existing network of hospi-
tals, medical colleges, and
private laboratories nation-
wide and tapping into the
industry with a systematic
approach for approvals of
diagnostic tests making
diagnostics widely availa-
ble and accessible. The ex-
perience gained from the
COVID-19 pandemic can be
a stepping stone for im-
proving testing capacities
for other emerging
diseases.

By decentralising testing
facilities particularly at the
district and sub-district le-
vels, and developing acces-
sible and a�ordable diag-
nostic tests for Zika, Nipah,
avian in�uenza, and many
more emerging infectious
diseases, India can ensure
a more e�ective response
to future outbreaks. There
has never been a better
time to swiftly establish a
decentralised system for
diagnostics, genomic sur-
veillance, and data sharing
to enable preparedness
and public health response
to emerging infectious
diseases.

(Bani Jolly is a senior
scientist at Karkinos Health-
care, and Vinod Scaria is a
senior consultant at Vish-
wanath Cancer Care Foun-
dation and Adjunct Profes-
sor at IIT Kanpur and DY
Patil Vidyapeeth)

India lacks diagnostic tests for
emerging infectious diseases 

Bani Jolly
Vinod Scaria

Zika virus is a mosquito-borne pathogen belonging to the �avivirus family of viruses which also includes dengue; India’s

lack of signi�cant Zika surveillance means we might never fully understand its spread

Researchers at the Institute
for Stem Cell Science and
Regenerative Medicine (in-
Stem), in Bengaluru have
developed an anti-insecti-
cide fabric that e�ectively
neutralises organophos-
phate-based pesticides. In
an earlier work published
about six years ago, the
team had developed a gel
for topical dermal applica-
tion to deactivate the pesti-
cides. But considering that
compliance might be poor,
the researchers looked at
another alternative that is
as e�ective in deactivating
the insecticide but at the
same time does not reduce
compliance.

When esters present in
organophosphate-based
pesticides enter the body
they bind and inhibit an
enzyme (acetylcholineste-
rase or AChE) critical for
neuromuscular function
from working. Therefore,
inhibition of this important

enzyme is implicated in
learning de�cits, su�oca-
tion, paralysis, muscle
weakness among others.

In a paper published re-
cently in Nature Communi-
cations, the team led by Dr.
Praveen Kumar Vemula
from inStem coated the
cotton fabric with small
molecules, rendering the
�nal product the ability to
deactivate the insecticide.
“The small molecules are
covalently bonded with
the cellulose of the fabric
making the cloth not only
breathable but also dura-
ble,” says Dr. Vemula. The
small molecules that are
covalently bonded with
the fabric are nucleophile
in nature, and can detoxify
the pesticides upon con-
tact through nucleophile-
mediated hydrolysis, says
Dr. Vemula. “The fabric at-
tacks the pesticide mole-
cule and breaks it into non-
toxic products. The pesti-
cide is deactivated even
before it reaches the skin

surface,” he says. The fa-
bric with covalently-bond-
ed small molecules was de-
veloped in collaboration
with Sepio Health Pvt Ltd,
a spin-o� company from
inStem.

“The fabric retains the
anti-insecticide property
even after washing 150
times.” Though the reusa-
bility after 50 cycles was
reported in the paper, the
researchers continued the
reusability testing and
found the e�ectiveness to
last up to 150 cycles of

washing. “Unlike the gel,
the reusability will make
the fabric an a�ordable so-
lution to prevent insecti-
cide-induced toxicity to
farmers. It will also in-
crease compliance,” he
says.

According to Dr, Vemu-
la, the small molecule-
coated fabric does not act
as a physical barrier to or-
ganophosphate-based in-
secticide. Instead, the fa-
bric hydrolytically
deactivates the insecti-
cides, causing the preven-

tion of insecticide-induced
AChE inhibition.

To investigate the e�-
ciency of the fabric con-
taining the small mole-
cules, the active AChE in
the blood before and three
days after exposure to the
insecticide was measured
in rats. While direct expo-
sure or when normal cloth
did little to halt the drop in
active AChE in blood, no
reduction in blood active
AchE level was observed in
the presence of the fabric
coated with small mole-
cules. Several organs from
the exposed and unex-
posed rats were studied
and compared, and the re-
searchers found that the
active AChE levels in the
organs did not drop in the
case of rats that were ex-
posed to the insecticide in
the presence of the fabric
coated with small mole-
cules. Also, while rats that
were repeatedly and di-
rectly exposed to ethyl pa-
raoxon (an activated orga-

nophosphate insecticide)
or through the normal fa-
bric died within four days,
none of the rats exposed to
the insecticide in the pre-
sence of the special fabric
died.

Farmers get repeatedly
exposed to the insecticide
due to frequent usage, and
this can cause chronic tox-
icity and severe adverse
health e�ects. The animal
study results show promise
that the fabric containing
the small molecules can
prevent chronic toxicity in
farmers, he says.

“The design of one nu-
cleophile that can deactiv-
ate a wide range of organo-
phosphates and
carbamates was challeng-
ing. Subsequently, optimis-
ing the industry-friendly
chemistry to covalently at-
tach on the fabric was the
key in developing anti-pes-
ticide fabric,” says Dr. Ke-
tan Thorat, a former re-
search student at inStem
and coauthor of the paper.

inStem’s fabric o�ers protection from pesticides 

Right way: The fabric deactivates the pesticide and breaks it down

into non-toxic products. AP

R. Prasad
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The story so far:

T
he maker of the indigenous coronavirus
vaccine, Covaxin, Bharat Biotech
International Limited (BBIL), has

admitted to an “inadvertent error” in patent
�lings to protect the vaccine’s Intellectual
Property Rights (IPR). One of India’s leading
biotechnology companies, it had failed to
include scientists from the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) as co-inventors in the
Covaxin patent �lings.

What kind of rights govern vaccine patents?
India’s patent laws govern both product and
process patents. Product patents grant an
inventor a monopoly over, say, a drug. Process
patents bar competitors from making a similar
drug using the same sequence of steps. In
response to queries from The Hindu, Bharat
Biotech said it had patented the process, namely
of making a batch of vaccines from the virus
strains that were provided by the ICMR-NIV
(National Institute of Virology). This is the lab
that has expertise in extracting viruses from
blood samples, identifying its characteristics,
conducting various tests to gauge its
infectiousness and qualify it in comparison to
related strains. However, preparing a vaccine
out of this at an industrial scale is beyond the
capabilities of a lab and requires a di�erent

order of facilities
that only
established vaccine
manufacturers
have. Covaxin is an
inactivated version
of COVID-causing
coronavirus; once
injected into the
body it coaxes it
into producing
antibodies that can

potentially protect against severe disease from a
coronavirus infection. To do this e�ectively, an
‘adjuvant’ is added which increases the vaccine’s
potency. Vaccine makers may have their own
ways of bringing all of these steps together and,
given the competitive nature of the �eld, strive
to ward o� competitors from imitating these
processes to gain a temporary monopoly in the
market and rake pro�ts. 

To be sure, while companies are free to �le for
a product or process patent in as many
countries as they can a�ord, a patent is only
granted after regulatory authorities grant them
one or are convinced that this process is indeed
novel or inventive. BBIL, as far is publicly
known, hasn’t yet been granted these patents.

What were the roles of BBIL and ICMR? 
BBIL had collaborated with the ICMR-NIV for all
the steps in developing a vaccine. The two
organisations had signed an agreement that
spelt out each entity’s responsibilities. As ICMR
is a public entity and because of the scale of the
COVID crisis, there were Right To Information
requests to make this agreement public.
However, it was only in July 2021, that parts of
the agreement were made public in Rajya Sabha. 

Beyond transferring the strains and making
vaccines, the agreement said, ICMR would also
test these vaccines on animals — rodents to
monkeys — and then on people to establish that
the vaccine worked as intended. The ICMR also
funded these clinical trials — ₹35 crore — and
incurred costs in developing Covaxin. In return
it was to get 5% of royalties that BBIL earned
from the sale of Covaxin. Since the
announcement of the BBIL and ICMR
collaboration, it was generally accepted that
both entities would contribute to the vaccine
and would therefore hold “joint intellectual
property rights,” as was stated in Parliament. 

However, BBIL �rst told The Hindu that it
made a distinction between the rights governing
the making of the vaccine and the rights over
the data generated from clinical trials. The ICMR
hadn’t invested in the actual making of the
vaccine and so wasn’t included in patent
applications. However, a day after the matter
became public, BBIL said it had made a mistake,
and that it would be making amends by �ling
fresh applications that listed ICMR personnel as
inventors. It is unclear what prompted this. 

Why does being cited as an inventor matter?
IPR is a vast, complex domain and spans the
minutest parts of the product invention process.
As the development of pharmaceutical products
involves a wide range of expertise, it is hard for
single �rms or entities to develop everything
in-house. Just like the BBIL-ICMR collaboration,
companies may enter into several licensing
agreements — BBIL for instance had a
technology licensing agreement with Virovax for
the adjuvant — with other companies. If a single
product thus involves multiple entities and
collaborators, being listed as an inventor has a
bearing on the sharing of intellectual property
rights, royalties and even determining how a
product can be used. There is no �eld of human
activity that is untouched by disputes over IPR.
In patent �lings, not listing out all the inventors
— in the U.S especially — could even lead to
patent applications being rejected.

What was the

tussle over

Covaxin IPR?

What are the rules for patenting the

intellectual property rights of a vaccine?

Why was the ICMR not included? 

Jacob Koshy

Bharat Biotech
International Limited
had collaborated with
the Indian Council of
Medical
Research-National
Institute of Virology for
all the steps in
developing a vaccine

The story so far:

T
he National Testing Agency (NTA) has
come under intense �re over the past
few weeks, with widespread
allegations of cheating, paper leaks

and other irregularities impacting �agship
examinations such as the NEET (National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test) for undergraduate
medical college admissions and the UGC-NET for
Ph.D and assistant professor appointments. The
agency’s director general, Subodh Kumar Singh,
has been removed, the CBI is probing
irregularities, and a high-level panel has been set
up to create a roadmap for a systemic overhaul.

What is the NTA?
The NTA was set up in 2017 as a specialist,
self-sustaining and autonomous organisation
under the aegis of the Union Education Ministry.
Its director general and governing body are
appointed by the Union government. However,
it is registered as a society and is a separate legal
entity, which raises questions about the
government’s legal liability for the NTA’s actions.
Its main mandate is to conduct e�cient,
transparent and international standard tests to
assess the competency of candidates for
admission, and recruitment purposes. Soon
after it was established, the NTA took over the
conduct of major all-India examinations, such as
the JEE for engineering college admissions,
NEET-UG, and UGC-NET (both of which had
previously been conducted by the Central Board
for Secondary Education or CBSE), as well as the
entrance tests for Jawaharlal Nehru University
and Delhi University. The National Education
Policy of 2020 envisaged a broader role,

recommending that the NTA conduct an
entrance or aptitude test for all universities
across the country. In all, the NTA now has
charge for more than 20 examinations. 

Why have there been so many problems? 
One of the main problems is that the NTA was
originally intended to conduct computer-based
tests only. “This will ensure that high volume
can be processed in a short period of time,” says
the agency’s website, claiming that such online
testing will “eliminate the possibility of leakage
of questions and question papers, post-test
malpractice of �lling in the OMR sheets, late
entry of students to cheat in the test, subjectivity
errors on descriptive testing, etc...In a short
period of three years, all the tests administered
by NTA will be computer adaptive. This will
completely eliminate the problem of cheating,”
it declares. Thus, when the NTA took over
conduct of the UGC-NET examination from the
CBSE six years ago, it was converted from a
pen-and-paper examination to a
computer-adaptive test. This year, however, for
reasons that are unclear, UGC-NET shifted back
to the pen-and-paper mode. The day after it was
conducted for over 11 lakh aspirants, the
government cancelled the examination, citing
inputs from the cyber crime unit.
“Pen-and-paper is a heaven for scamsters,” said
one former o�cial, noting that the printing
process is particularly vulnerable to leaks. It is
interesting that when the government
announced fresh dates for UGC-NET 2024 to be
held again, it also stipulated that it would be a
computer-adaptive test this time.

However, when the conduct of NEET-UG was
taken over by the NTA, the Health Ministry �atly
refused to allow it to shift to a computer-based
exam, citing concerns about students in rural
areas who would not be prepared for an online
exam, as well as Supreme Court rulings on how
the examination should be conducted. Hence,
the NTA has been forced to run a major
examination in a mode that it was never
intended to implement by design.

O�cials and educationists note that the
agency is severely understa�ed for the role it is
currently being asked to undertake. According
to a senior o�cial, the agency was set up with
only about 25 permanent sta� positions. A
number of its functions have also been
outsourced to technical partners from the very
beginning. Given that NEET-UG alone had more
than 23 lakh candidates writing the examination
in almost 5,000 centres across the country and
abroad, this has left the agency stretched thin,
according to some o�cials. “The NTA was set up
to be a lean, professional organisation. The

more people, the higher risks. The NIC [National
Informatics Centre] simply does not have the
capacity or IT infrastructure needed, so it was
always meant to engage third-party technical
partners which have the robust cyber security
expertise needed to run large-scale computer
based examinations,” said R. Subrahmanyam,
former Higher Education Secretary who was in
charge at the time the NTA was set up. However,
some educationists have complained that
engaging third-party players takes accountability
out of the government’s hands and leaves
loopholes in the system which can be exploited
by unscrupulous players.

O�cials say the NTA has also failed to develop
robust mechanisms needed to handle a
large-scale pen-and-paper examination,
including the setting of the question paper and
its encryption, selection of external printing
presses and exam centres, transportation to
printing presses, storage and distribution to
examinees at examination centres and then the
collection and transportation of answer sheets
to evaluation centres. Each of these is a stage
where malpractice can occur without robust
security mechanisms.

What is the way ahead?
The high-level panel headed by former ISRO
chief K. Radhakrishnan has been given two
months to recommend reforms in the
examination process, improve data security
protocols, and overhaul the NTA’s functioning. 

Educationists, however, propose starkly
di�erent pathways for the future. One option is
to add manpower and infrastructure to the NTA
to equip it to take on large-scale pen-and-paper
examinations in an improvement to the CBSE
system that preceded it. Those recommending
this return to the past point out that
pen-and-paper examinations are more
equitable, especially for students in rural and
remote areas with little access to technology. 

Another option is to dismantle the
centralisation process that seeks to move all
testing in the country under the NTA. Some
State governments, and professors from
individual universities, notably JNU, have called
for entrance tests for their institutions to be
removed from the NTA and handed back to the
institutions themselves, arguing that more
decentralised structures are needed to meet the
vastly di�ering needs of institutions.

However, others seek a more radical reform of
the assessment system. They suggest systemic
changes to remove the single, high-stakes
entrance examination which results in extreme
pressure on students, encourages an inequitable
coaching industry, and incentivises malpractice.
Instead, periodic assessments of knowledge,
concept-based understanding, and aptitude can
be conducted in the �nal years of school
education as the precursor to the admission
process, using online testing, and AI-based
proctoring which can be overseen by the NTA. 

Why has the NTA failed to deliver?

Educationists
propose
broader
pathways
like
equipping
NTA better
or
dismantling
the central-
isation
process

How many examinations are under the charge of the National Testing Agency? Is it equipped to

handle the large number of students and centres? What are the challenges? What are the

loopholes in the system that can be manipulated by unscrupulous players?

Priscilla Jebaraj

Outrage and uproar: Members of the Students’ Federation of India staging a

protest in Vijayawada on June 22. G.N. RAO 

The story so far:

D
uring the recent state visit of Sheikh
Hasina, Prime Minister of
Bangladesh, to India, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on June 22 said: “A

technical team will soon visit Bangladesh to
discuss conservation and management of the
Teesta river in Bangladesh.” The remark
triggered fresh speculation about the Teesta
water sharing treaty with Bangladesh, a key
bilateral agreement that has been pending
between the two countries for over a decade.

What is India’s stand?
After Mr. Modi’s comment, Foreign Secretary
Vinay Kwatra told the media that the discussion
“between the two leaders was less about water
sharing per se, and more about the management
of the water �ows within Teesta”. West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee took issue with
the Centre’s stand. On June 24, she wrote a letter
to Mr. Modi conveying her strong reservation
that no discussion on the sharing of Teesta
waters should be taken up with Bangladesh
without the involvement of the State.

Why is Bengal upset?
Ms. Banerjee pointed out that if Teesta’s water is

shared with Bangladesh, lakhs of people in
north Bengal will get severely impacted. This is
not the �rst time she has voiced her opposition
to the proposed water sharing agreement of
India with Bangladesh. In July 2019, the
Trinamool Congress chairperson admitted that
Bangladesh is hurt because the Teesta waters
could not be shared and added, “If I had the
ability, I would have de�nitely shared Teesta
waters with them.” In 2017, the Chief Minister
had also referred to an alternative proposal of
sharing waters of the Torsa, Manshai, Sankosh
and Dhansai rivers but not Teesta.

In all, 54 rivers �ow between India and
Bangladesh and sharing of river waters has been
a key bilateral issue. India and Bangladesh
agreed on the sharing of waters of the Ganga in
1996 after the construction of the Farakka
Barrage and by the 2010s the issue of sharing of
the Teesta came up for negotiation. In 2011,
during the United Progressive Alliance-II
government, India and Bangladesh were close to
signing an agreement on the Teesta but Ms.
Banerjee walked out of the deal, and since then,
the agreement has been pending.

What is the proposal?
In 2011, when the proposal for sharing Teesta
water was drawn up, it was said India would get
42.5% and Bangladesh 37.5% of the river water
from December to March. 

A tributary of the Brahmaputra, the Teesta
river originates from the Tso Lhamo Lake at an
elevation of about 5,280 metres in north Sikkim.
The river travels for about 150 km in Sikkim and
123 km in West Bengal, before entering
Bangladesh from Mekhligunj in Cooch Behar
district; it �ows another 140 km in Bangladesh
and joins the Bay of Bengal. Teesta is
Bangladesh’s fourth largest trans-boundary river
and its �oodplain covers an area of 2,750 square
kilometres in Bangladesh. But 83% of the river’s
catchment area lies in India and the remaining
17% is in Bangladesh, supporting 8.5% of its
population and 14% of its crop production.

What are the political considerations?
While the Awami League government in
Bangladesh is facing questions from the

Opposition about the delay in inking an
agreement on the Teesta, the dams for
hydro-electric power generation in Sikkim and
the Teesta Barrage Project at Gazoldoba in West
Bengal is making the �ow of the river erratic in
Bangladesh, leading to either �oods or scarcity
of water. The visit of a technical team from India
to discuss conservation of the Teesta in
Bangladesh also comes amid the backdrop of
China proposing major dredging work on the
river and building reservoirs and embankments
in 2020. The Bangladesh government has put
the proposal on hold for the past four years.

Soon after returning to Bangladesh, Prime
Minister Hasina announced that her country
would accept India’s proposal to develop the
Teesta River basin. Ms. Banerjee raised
questions about the health of the Teesta river
after the construction of a series of hydropower
projects in Sikkim, deforestation in upper
catchment areas and impact of climate change.
She expressed surprise that no concrete steps
have been taken by the Ministry of Jal Shakti to
restore the river to its original form and health
on the Indian side when a bilateral cooperation
between India and Bangladesh for restoration of
Teesta in Bangladesh is being proposed. 

Environmental activists have also been raising
questions on the ecological impact of
hydro-electric projects on the river. In October
2023, a glacial lake outburst triggered �oods in
the Teesta basin that claimed hundred lives and
destroyed the Teesta III hydroelectric dam.

Sharing of waters of transboundary rivers
have been mandated by international laws
including The Helsinki Rules on the Uses of the
Waters of International Rivers in 1966. Article
253 of the Indian Constitution gives powers to
the government to enter any transboundary
river water-related treaty with a riparian state.

Why is Bengal talking about Ganga treaty?
The Ganga water sharing treaty with Bangladesh
completes 30 years in 2026 and a renewal of the
agreement is on the cards. The Trinamool
Congress chairperson has pointed out that water
sharing with Bangladesh has changed the
Ganga’s morphology and a�ected lakhs of
people in West Bengal owing to river erosion. 

“Lakhs of people have been displaced from
their habitation rendering them homeless and
also leading to their loss of livelihood. The
reduced silt load in Hooghly has impeded the
nourishment of the Sundarban delta,” she wrote
in the letter to the Prime Minister. 

What is holding up the Teesta treaty?

Bengal
claims if
Teesta water
is shared
with
Bangladesh,
lakhs of
people in
north Bengal
will get
severely
impacted

What has the Indian government told Bangladesh? What is the technical team going to look into?

Why is Bengal Chief Minister protesting this development? What about the Ganga water sharing

agreement? When does it come up for renewal? What is the state of both the rivers?

Shiv Sahay Singh

Extreme weather: The flooded bank of the Teesta river following heavy

downpour, in Siliguri, West Bengal, on June 14. PTI
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PROFILES

K
enya is roiled by protests
against a new �nance Bill
introduced by the
government of President

William Ruto. As demonstrations
spread across the country’s 47
counties, protesters in the capital
Nairobi attempted to storm
Parliament. The government clamped
down, with 30 people killed in police
�ring and over 200 injured. Mr. Ruto
eventually bowed to public pressure
and announced he would not sign the
controversial Bill, which sought to
raise taxes on essentials such as bread,
cooking oil, sugar and diapers.

Despite Mr. Ruto backing down, the
protesters have called for his
resignation. They see him as more
loyal to the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) than to the people of
Kenya. A sign from the protests
seemed to re�ect the public mood:
‘Kenya is not IMF’s lab rat,’ it read. 

In 2021, Kenya signed a four-year
loan agreement with the IMF for $2.34
billion, and with another deal signed
in May 2023, its loan volume rose to
$3.6 billion. But IMF money for
developing countries comes in
tranches, and with conditions. 

As part of the 2021 loan deal, the
IMF forced a COVID-battered Kenya to
agree to austerity measures that would
raise its revenue collection to 25% of
GDP. The lender’s demands included a
combination of tax hikes and budget
cuts, including elimination of subsidies
on fuel and electricity and cuts in
spending on education and health.

Mr. Ruto, when he came to power in
September 2022, went about diligently
following the IMF diktat. He cut
subsidies on maize and fuel, with the
latter sparking a surge in in�ation.
Massive protests ensued in March and
July 2023, in which 30 people were
killed by the police. Nonetheless, Mr.
Ruto stayed the course on other �scal
consolidation measures, and earlier
this month, his government reached a
sta� level agreement with the IMF. It
was expected to open the tap on
another $976 million, provided the
�nance Bill — projected to raise
revenues of $2.68 billion — went
through. But with Mr. Ruto forced to

abandon it, the future �ow of IMF
funds is in doubt.

None of this, however, is new. Kenya
has been through this before, as have
much of Africa, whose governments
often �nd themselves caught between
the interests of their people and that of
private investors and Western
commercial banks, fronted by the IMF.
The IMF describes itself as “being
governed by and accountable to its
member countries”. But its history and
management structure tell a di�erent
story — of an organisation that has
served as a tool of American foreign
policy, and works to further the
interests of Western �nancial elites.

In 1944, when the IMF was created
at a conference of 44 nations in
Bretton Woods, New Hampshire, the
U.S., the global supremacy of
American economic might was already
a reality, with the rest of the world
either devastated by the Second World
War or by colonial plunder, or both.
This power dynamic got encoded into

both the Bretton Woods twins — the
IMF and the World Bank. For instance,
the World Bank president is always an
American, while the IMF head is
always from a European ally of the U.S. 

Unwritten mandate 
In theory, their function is to aid
economic development and promote
monetary cooperation and stability.
But in practice, they have followed an
unwritten mandate to foster the
integration of newly independent
former colonies into a global economic
order on terms designed to serve the
interests of American capital.

Against this background, it
shouldn’t be surprising that voting
rights at the IMF don’t follow the
democratic logic of one-member
country-one vote but are quota-driven,
based on dollar contributions. The U.S.
alone has a voting share of 16.5%,
while the wealthy G-7 countries
together command more than 40% of
the voting power. This is more than

that enjoyed by all the nations in Africa
and Latin America put together, and
populations most a�ected by decisions
taken by IMF bureaucrats live precisely
in these countries. 

As of March 2024, among Africa’s 54
countries, 31 had outstanding loans
with the IMF. But they have nothing
remotely resembling a ‘say’ in how the
IMF is run. 

The UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres �agged the bias in the IMF
framework last year when he said the
Bretton Woods system re�ected “the
power relations of 1945”. 

This unfairness, and the unequal
relationship with the IMF, is partly why
so many developing countries, from
Kenya to Ghana, Zambia and Pakistan,
have witnessed protests against the
IMF and IMF-imposed economic
policies — the infamous ‘Structural
Adjustment Programs’ (SAPs).

SAPs, adopted by the IMF from 1986
onwards, typically require
governments to cut public spending,

privatise state enterprises, reduce
import duties and tari�s, and
implement other measures so that the
country pursues export-led growth.
The predictable outcome of these
policies, documented in the IMF’s own
internal research, is extreme
inequality. 

Impact of SAPs
A 2002 World Bank-funded study by
the Structural Adjustment
Participatory Review International
Network tracked the impact of the
IMF’s SAPs in nine countries across
four continents. 

Its report highlighted four ways in
which they furthered
“impoverishment and marginalisation
of local populations”: one, by causing
the demise of domestic manufacturing
sectors and loss of employment for
small producers; two, agricultural,
trade and mining reforms decimated
small farms and poor rural
communities; three, they triggered job
losses; and four, the reduced role of
state in providing guaranteed access to
essential services led to increase in
poverty. Yet, the IMF, as the
international lender of last resort,
continues to impose SAP-like
requirements. 

Faced with a backlash in dozens of
countries, the IMF did introduce
‘social spending �oors’ to protect
public spending on education, health
and social protection from being cut as
part of its loan conditionalities. But an
Oxfam analysis of 27 loan programmes
negotiated with low- and
middle-income countries found that
“for every $1 the IMF encouraged
governments to spend on public
services, it has told them to cut six
times more than that through austerity
measures.”

In 1994, the New York Times

described the IMF and the World Bank
as the “overlords of Africa”. In the 30
years since, as Kenyans can testify,
little seems to have changed. The
overlords continue to in�uence
economic policies in low and
middle-income nations, with the fates
of millions determined not in their
own Parliaments but in the
boardrooms of the IMF headquarters
in Washington.

Overlords of the developing world 
IMF

Mass protests in Kenya, in which at least 30 people were shot and killed by police, against an IMF-backed �nance Bill that sought to raise taxes on essentials bring into
focus, once again, the conditions the multinational lender imposes on poor countries in return for loan assistance

G. Sampath THE GIST 
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L
ok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla’s re-elec-
tion as the chair of

the Lok Sabha after com-
pleting a full �ve-year term
is being seen as part of the
continuum that Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi is
trying to establish between
his last term and the cur-
rent one. 

After repeating nearly
all Ministers in his Council
of Ministers, and reap-
pointing his earlier team of
o�cials at the Prime Minis-
ter’s O�ce, the re-nomina-
tion of Mr. Birla as the Na-
tional Democratic
Alliance’s (NDA) candidate
as Speaker was almost a gi-
ven. Mr. Birla won, but not
before some high drama
with the Opposition �eld-
ing its own candidate and
stopping just short of ask-
ing for a division of votes. 

While this election of
Mr. Birla had an air of inev-
itability around it, it was
not always the case. The
choice of Mr. Birla for his
�rst term as Speaker had
taken everyone by sur-
prise, including himself.
Mr. Modi’s choice for
Speaker in his �rst term as
Prime Minister was the vet-
eran Sumitra Mahajan, an
eighth-term MP. In his se-
cond tenure, he picked Mr.
Birla, a second-term MP
from Kota, Rajasthan.

Mr. Birla, who began his
career in student politics,
in Kota, steadily climbed

the party ladder while
working at the youth wing
of the BJP, the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Yuva Morcha (BJYM). 

He went from the dis-
trict unit head of the BJYM
to its State president. He
was elected to the Rajas-
than legislature three
times. His appointment as
the Lok Sabha Speaker was
a leap, both in pro�le and
responsibility.

An RSS recruit, he was
ideologically aligned to the
Sangh Parivar, and had the
trust of Mr. Modi, who had
engaged with him on sever-
al occasions in the past
with regard to politics in
Rajasthan. Mr. Birla was
evolving as an important
resource from Rajasthan
for the BJP’s national lea-
dership, when this o�er
came his way.

First session 
It was perhaps his expe-
rience as a backbencher in
Parliament that helped
him conduct the House
smoothly in the early
years. In the �rst session
he presided over in 2019,

all �rst time MPs got an op-
portunity to speak as he
kept the Lok Sabha work-
ing till very late in the even-
ing. A record 1,066 sub-
jects were raised in the
Zero Hour in the �rst ses-
sion, another record. 

When Pramila Bisoyi, a
�rst term MP of the Biju Ja-
nata Dal (BJD) who had not
even completed her prim-
ary education, kept avoid-
ing all attempts to make
her speak in Parliament,
Mr. Birla sought her out to
�nd out the reason only to
discover that her hesitancy
stemmed from her inabili-
ty to speak either in Hindi
or English. She spoke a lo-
cal version of Odia. Mr. Bir-
la then arranged an Odia to
Hindi translator from
among the Parliament
sta�, to help her speak.

When Ministers of the
BJP-led government did
not come up with satisfac-
tory answers to questions
by MPs on Question Hour,
some got the sharp end of
Mr. Birla’s tongue, with
many Opposition MPs ap-
preciating his e�orts at en-

suring everyone had their
say in the House.

All this, however, was
eclipsed when he created a
new record by suspending
100 Opposition MPs in the
Winter Session of 2023.
And while everyone got a
chance to speak, least
number of government
Bills went through parlia-
mentary scrutiny. On the
day he was re-elected as
Speaker, Mr. Birla read out
a statement condemning
the Emergency— the Indira
Gandhi-led Cabinet im-
posed Emergency 49 years
ago — drawing protests
from the Opposition. 

The rough start raises
questions on what ap-
proach Mr. Birla would
take in his second term.
Unlike in his �rst term,
when the BJP had absolute
majority in the House, this
time, the BJP has formed a
coalition government with
NDA allies, and the Opposi-
tion seems resurgent. 

Opposition MPs are
hoping that Mr. Birla’s ac-
commodative gestures
from his previous tenure,
in ensuring that all MPs get
a chance to speak, and call-
ing Ministers to account for
not doing their parliamen-
tary homework be the mo-
del he chooses to continue
in his second tenure. But if
he chooses to take the con-
frontational path, that
could lead to showdowns.
It is to be seen, which as-
pect of continuity he
chooses to enforce.

Chair of the House 
Om Birla

The BJP lawmaker’s �rst term as Speaker of the Lok Sabha was known for both his inclusive

approach as well as the unprecedented punishments he handed to Opposition lawmakers 

Nistula Hebbar

W
hile addressing
a gathering late
last year, far-

right German politician
Björn Höcke, then on trial
for raising a Nazi slogan at
a 2021 rally, invoked the
phrase “Everything for…,”
prompting the crowd to
respond “Germany” to
complete the banned Nazi
slogan, which was in-
scribed on the knives of
Adolf Hitler’s storm troop-
ers, who played a key role
in his rise to power in the
1930s.

The former history
teacher had earlier faced
criticism for inciting racial
hatred and using anti-Sem-
itic language when he de-
scribed the Holocaust me-
morial in Berlin as a
“monument of shame”
and called for a“180-de-
gree turn” in how Germa-
ny remembers its past.

“Never, never must we
allow ourselves to let the
demagogy of a Björn
Höcke go unchallenged,”
the then Germany’s Vice
Chancellor, Sigmar Ga-
briel, said. The Central
Council of Jews said the
“anti-Semitic and utterly
inhuman words” had re-
vealed the true face of the
Alternative for Germany
(AfD). The party nearly ex-
pelled him, warning that
his approach could “dam-
age its acceptance.”

Despite a string of con-
troversies, the 52-year-old

rose through the ranks of
the AfD to become one of
the most powerful �gures
in the shifting German pol-
itical landscape. He has
consistently pushed the li-
mits of public discourse
with controversial stances
on history, nationalism,
race and migrants. 

He now stands trial for
the second time on charges
of using a Nazi slogan, just
months ahead of the re-
gional elections in Thurin-
gia, where he plans to run
for Governor.

History deeply in-
�uenced Mr. Höcke’s life
and career. He was born in
Lünen, Westphalia, in
1972, with roots tracing to
German refugees from East
Prussia. His upbringing in-
stilled a sense of displace-
ment and a longing for a
lost homeland, themes evi-
dent in his political ideolo-
gy. “Key to understanding
Höcke is his ideology-shap-
ing heritage of East Prussia
where Höcke’s forebears
originated... A second ide-
ology-shaping element is
the idea that ‘battles create

identities’... Höcke says, ‘to
be Prussian is a lifestyle’…
This means Prussian auth-
oritarian militarism,” Se-
bastian Hennig notes in the
book Never Twice in the

Same River. He described
Mr. Höcke’s life as “dutiful”
until he became aware of
“German su�ering” and
felt the need to change the
national discourse. In
2013, he co-founded the
AfD's Thuringia chapter,
launching his political
career.

Revisionist views 
Quickly rising to promi-
nence as one of Thuringia’s
most radical �gures, Mr.
Höcke gained notoriety for
his revisionist views on Na-
zi history and rhetoric re-
miniscent of the 1930s.
During the 2015 European
migrant crisis, he warned
large crowds against “Ger-
man alienation”. His orato-
ry style drew comparisons
to Nazi propaganda minis-
ter Joseph Goebbels.

Mr. Höcke participated
in far-right demonstra-
tions, made racist com-

ments, attempted to nor-
malise Nazi-era words, and
questioned national guilt
over the Holocaust. “Ger-
mans are the only people
in the world who plant a
monument of shame in the
heart of their capital... the
laughable policy of coming
to terms with the past is
crippling us,” he said. He
claimed multiculturalism
threatened Germany’s
existence.

Mr. Höcke’s divisive re-
marks caused internal
strife. In 2019, a court
ruled that it is legally justi-
�able to label him a “fas-
cist”. The AfD’s regional
branch was placed under
surveillance as a “right-
wing extremist” group.

His relentless testing of
political boundaries
peaked when he conclud-
ed a speech at a political
event with the Nazi slogan
“Everything for Germany”
in 2021. In court he argued
he was unaware of its “cri-
minal relevance.” Howev-
er, he repeated the slogan
at another event in Decem-
ber 2023. The legal trou-
bles didn’t a�ect his popu-
larity, though. 

Following the AfD’s
strong show in the EU elec-
tions, Mr. Höcke is now fo-
cused on Thuringia, aim-
ing for victory in the
regional polls. If success-
ful, Björn Höcke could se-
cure his �rst constitutional
post, transitioning from a
polarising �gure to a po-
tential state Premier.

Rabble-rouser
Björn Höcke

The far-right AfD leader, who stands trial for using Nazi-era slogans, calls for a ‘180-degree turn’ in

how Germany remembers its past, including Holocaust 
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X

A Serbian police o�icer on Saturday killed a man who shot him in

the neck with a crossbow in front of the Israeli embassy in Belgrade,

the Serbian Interior Minister said. Some arrests were made and a

number of people known to the security services were suspected of

being linked to the attack. AFP

Attacker with crossbow killed
outside Israeli embassy in Serbia

BELGRADE

AFP
X

Russian strikes on a southern Ukrainian town and villages in the

embattled Donetsk region killed 10 persons on Saturday. An attack

on Vilniansk in south Ukraine killed six civilians and wounded eight.

Three persons were killed in an attack on Zarichne in Donetsk while

another was killed in the frontline village of New York. AFP

Russian attacks on south and east
regions of Ukraine kill 10 persons

KYIV

REUTERS
X

Mongolia’s ruling party, the People’s Party (MPP), emerged from this

week’s polls with its parliamentary majority reduced on Saturday,

after a campaign dominated by graft fears and the state of the

economy. Prime Minister Luvsannamsrain Oyun-Erdene’s MPP won

68 seats, giving it a majority of four in the 126 member House. AFP

Mongolia’s ruling People’s Party
wins parliamentary elections

ULAANBAATAR

REUTERS
X

Islamic State fighters have killed nearly 4,100 people in Syria since

2019 when the jihadists lost their last stronghold in the country, a

war monitor said on Saturday. IS overran large swathes of Syria and

Iraq in 2014, proclaiming a so-called caliphate and launching a reign

of terror in June of that year. AFP

IS killed more than 4,000 since
Syria territorial defeat: monitor

BEIRUT

AP

Sport

T
he sole reformist in
Iran’s presidential
election, Masoud

Pezeshkian, will face the
conservative Saeed Jalili in
a run-o�, authorities said
on Saturday, following a
vote marred by historically
low turnout.

Mr. Pezeshkian, 69, se-
cured 42.4% of the vote,
while Mr. Jalili, a 58-year-
old former nuclear nego-
tiator, came second with
38.6%, according to voting
�gures announced by Moh-
sen Eslami, spokesperson
for Iran’s elections
authority.

Conservative parlia-
ment speaker Mohammad

Bagher Ghalibaf was next
with 13.8% of the vote,
while the only other candi-
date, conservative cleric
Mostafa Pourmohammadi,
received less than 1%.

“None of the candidates

could garner the absolute
majority of the votes,” Mr.
Eslami said, adding that
those who �nished �rst
and second would face
each other in a runo� next
Friday.

Only slightly more than
40% of the 61 million elec-
torate took part in Friday’s
�rst round — a record low
turnout for the Islamic
republic.

The electoral authority
said more than one million
ballots were spoiled.

Out of Iran’s 13 previous
presidential elections since
the 1979 Islamic Revolu-
tion, only one has led to a
run-o�, which occurred in
2005.

Raisi’s death
The poll had been sche-
duled to take place in 2025
but was brought forward
by the death of conserva-
tive President Ebrahim Rai-
si in a helicopter crash last
month.

Iran to have run-o� between

reformist and conservative 

Limited choice: Saeed Jalili is an ultraconservative former nuclear

negotiator while Massoud Pezeshkian is a reformist candidate. AFP

Masoud Pezeshkian gets 42.4% of the vote while Saeed Jalili wins 38.6% votes; only slightly more

than 40% of the 61 million electorate took part in the �rst round — a record low turnout 

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

Taliban authorities said on
Saturday that demands ov-
er women’s rights were
“Afghanistan’s issues” to
solve, ahead of United Na-
tions-led engagement talks
where the exclusion of Af-
ghan women has sparked
outcry.

The Taliban, which has
imposed restrictions on
women since seizing pow-
er in 2021 that the UN has
described as “gender apar-
theid”, will send its �rst de-
legation to the third round
of talks starting in Qatar on
Sunday. 

Civil society representa-
tives, including from wo-
men’s rights groups, will
attend meetings with the
international envoys and
UN o�cials on Tuesday, af-
ter the o�cial talks. Rights
groups have condemned

the exclusion of Afghan
women from the main
meetings and the lack of
human rights issues on the
agenda.

The Taliban authorities
“acknowledge the issues
about women”, govern-
ment spokesman Zabihul-
lah Mujahid said in Kabul
on the eve of the latest
talks. “But these issues are
Afghanistan’s issues,” said

Mujahid, who will lead the
delegation.

He said the Taliban go-
vernment would represent
all of Afghanistan at the
meetings and, given their
authority, should be the
only Afghans at the table.

“If Afghans participate
through several channels,
it means we are still scat-
tered, our nation is still not
uni�ed,” he said.

Women’s rights is an internal
issue, say Taliban before talks
Agence France-Presse
KABUL

Tough life: The United Nations has labelled the restrictions

imposed on Afghan women by Taliban as gender apartheid. AFP

Iran on Saturday warned
that “all Resistance
Fronts”, a grouping of Iran
and its regional allies,
would confront Israel if it
attacks Hezbollah.

The comment from
Iran’s mission to New York
comes with fears of a wider
regional war involving Is-
rael and Lebanon’s Iran-
backed Hezbollah move-
ment. The two sides have
engaged in near-daily ex-
changes of �re since the
war in Gaza began.

Israel’s military said
plans for a Lebanon o�en-
sive had been “approved
and validated”, prompting
Hezbollah to respond that
none of Israel would be
spared in a full-blown
con�ict.

Iran warns of
full-blown war
if Hezbollah
is attacked

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

The far-right Alternative
for Germany or AfD, re-
elected its leadership duo
on Saturday after the party
made gains in the recent
European election, while
thousands of people prot-
ested against its conven-
tion and some demonstra-
tors tried to block roads or
clashed with police.

The AfD took 15.9% of
the vote to �nish second in
the European Parliament
election which was held on
June 9, despite recent scan-

dals and setbacks. 
At the regular two-day

convention in the western
city of Essen, co-leaders Al-
ice Weidel and Tino Chru-
palla were elected unop-
posed to new two-year
terms. They were backed
by 79.8% and 82.7% of de-
legates respectively — a dis-
play of harmony by the
party's often-argumenta-
tive standards.

Ms. Weidel vowed to
work to “tear down the un-
speakable so-called �re-
walls” that other parties
have set up against work-
ing with AfD.

German far-right
party AfD re-elects
leaders at convention
Associated Press
BERLIN

At least 30 people died in
protests in Kenya this week
sparked by a government
drive to substantially raise
taxes in the East African
country, Human Rights
Watch said Saturday.

“Kenyan security forces
shot directly into crowds of
protesters on (Tuesday)
June 25, 2024,,” the NGO
said in a statement.

“Although there is no
con�rmation on the exact
number of people killed in
Nairobi and other towns,

Human Rights Watch
found that at least 30 peo-
ple had been killed on that
day based on witness ac-
counts, publicly available
information, hospital and
mortuary records in Nairo-
bi as well as witness ac-
counts,” the statement
said. “Shooting directly in-
to crowds without justi�ca-
tion, including as protes-
ters try to �ee, is
completely unacceptable
under Kenyan and interna-
tional law,” said Otsieno
Namwaya, associate Africa
director at Human Rights
Watch.

‘At least 30 killed in
anti-government
protests in Kenya’ 
Agence France-Presse
NAIROBI Gazans are forced to live in

bombed-out buildings or
camp next to giant piles of
trash, a United Nations
spokeswoman said on Fri-
day, denouncing the “un-
bearable” conditions in the
besieged territory.

Louise Wateridge from
UNRWA, the UN agency
supporting Palestinian re-
fugees, described the “ex-
tremely dire” living condi-
tions in the Gaza Strip.

“It’s really unbearable,”
she told reporters in Gene-
va, via video-link from cen-
tral Gaza.

Ms. Wateridge, who re-
turned on Wednesday after
four weeks outside the ter-
ritory, said that even in

that time the situation had
“signi�cantly
deteriorated”.

“Today, it has to be the

worst it’s ever been. I don’t
doubt that tomorrow again
will be the worst it’s ever
been,” she said.

Nearly nine months into
the war between Israel and
Hamas, Ms. Wateridge said
the Gaza Strip had been
“destroyed”. 

She said she had been
“shocked” on returning to
Khan Yunis in central
Gaza.

“The buildings are ske-
letons, if at all. Everything
is rubble,” she said. “And
yet people are living there
again. With no bathrooms,
“people are relieving
themselves anywhere they
can”.

Gazans living in bombed-out buildings
and camps near piles of trash: UNRWA
Agence France-Presse
GENEVA

Piecing together: A man carries salvaged items following an Israeli

raid in Rafah on the southern Gaza Strip on Saturday. AFP

Brazil’s Vinicius Junior
scored twice in his side’s
4-1 Copa America victory
over Paraguay in a Group D
clash in Nevada on Friday,
bouncing back from a lack-
lustre display in his �rst
game of the tournament.

Colombia advances
Colombia cruised to a 3-0
win over Costa Rica in
Group D and booked its
spot in the quarter�nals
thanks to strikes from Luis
Diaz, Davinson Sanchez
and Jhon Cordoba.

Colombia tops Group D
with six points after two
matches, with Brazil in se-
cond on four points. 

Costa Rica is third with
one point and Paraguay,

bottom with zero after two
defeats, has been eliminat-
ed. 

From the whistle, Vinici-
us’ pace and trickery
posed a constant threat to

Paraguay down the left
�ank, a far cry from his
performance in Brazil’s

0-0 draw with Costa Rica
in their opening group
stage match, in which he
was largely ine�ectual.

Despite Brazil’s strong
start, it was Paraguay
which almost went ahead
in the 15th minute as Da-
mian Bobadilla’s goal-
bound e�ort took a mas-
sive de�ection o� Eder Mil-
itao and nearly
wrongfooted Brazil goal-
keeper Alisson Becker,
who showed quick re�exes
to keep out the strike.

Penalty miss
Brazil earned a 28th-mi-
nute penalty for a hand-
ball, which was �red wide
by Lucas Paqueta, but the
mid�elder made up for his
miss seven minutes later as
he set up Vinicius with a
�rst-time pass to cap o� a
�owing team move.

Girona winger Savio
doubled Brazil’s advantage

after pouncing on a re-
bound inside the box, be-
fore Vinicius stuck out a
boot to divert a clearance
from Omar Alderete into
the net for his second goal
of the night in �rst half
stoppage time.

Paraguay got a goal back
after the break as Alderete
netted a superb long-range,
but any hopes of a come-
back were swiftly dashed
when Brazil was awarded a
penalty in the 68th minute
after a handball by Mathias
Villasanti.

Despite his earlier miss,
Paqueta stepped up and
made no mistake at the se-
cond time of asking to send
Brazil’s fans at the Allegiant
Stadium into delirium.

The results: Colombia 3 (Diaz
31-pen, Sanchez 59, Cordoba 62)
bt Costa Rica 0; Paraguay 1
(Alderete 48) lost to Brazil 4
(Vinicius Jr 35, 45+5, Savio 43,
Paqueta 65-pen).

COPA AMERICA

Reuters
LAS VEGAS 

Influential: After largely being anonymous in Brazil’s first match, Vinicius stepped up with a brace

against Paraguay. AFP

Vinicius special drives Brazil to big win over Paraguay

India’s Malvika Bansod
stunned Scotland’s Kristy
Gilmour in a thrilling
three-game match to ad-
vance to the women’s sin-
gles semi�nals of the US
Open Super 300 badmin-
ton tournament here.

The 22-year-old, ranked
49th, registered a 10-21, 21-
15, 21-10 win over Kristy,
the 2014 Commonwealth
Games silver medallist.

Malvika had defeated
Kristy at the Hylo Open in
2022 when the Scot had re-
tired in the second game
due to an injury. The In-
dian had lost twice to Kris-
ty in the past.

The Indian, who had

won the Azerbaijan Inter-
national Challenge this
year, will face sixth-seeded
Japanese Natsuki Nidaira.

In men’s singles, Priyan-
shu Rajawat lost to fourth
seed Lei Lan Xi of China 21-
15, 11-21, 18-21 in a last-eight
contest that lasted just over
an hour.

Second seeds Treesa Jol-
ly and Gayatri Gopichand
went down 17-21, 21-17, 19-21
to Japanese sixth seeds Rui
Hirokami and Yuna Kato in
the quarter�nals. 

The results: 

Men, pre-quarterfinals: Lei Lan
Xi (Chn) bt Priyanshu Rajawat
15-21, 21-11, 21-18.

Women, quarterfinals: Malvika
Bansod bt Kristy Gilmour (Sco)
10-21, 21-15, 21-10.

Doubles: Rui Hirokami/ Yuna
Kato (Jpn) bt Treesa Jolly/
Gayatri Gopichand 21-17, 17-21,
21-19.

Malvika shocks Kristy,
enters the semi�nals

BADMINTON

Press Trust of India
FORT WORTH
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A “gutted” South Africa captain Aiden Markram conceded that

scoreboard pressure got to his team in the T20 World Cup final. “We

never got comfortable and there was always scoreboard pressure.

Having said that, this was a really good game which proves that we

were worthy finalists,” Markram said.

‘We never got comfortable, there
was always scoreboard pressure’

JITTERS

K.R. DEEPAK
X

India’s score of 176 for seven against South Africa in Bridgetown

(Barbados) on Saturday is the highest team score in a T20 World

Cup final. The previous highest in a title clash belonged to Australia

when it made 173 against New Zealand in Dubai in the 2021 summit

clash while chasing 172.

India’s 176 the highest team score
in a T20 World Cup summit clash

NEW HIGH

K.R. DEEPAK
X

Virat Kohli’s 76 in the final of the T20 World Cup 2024 against South

Africa is the second-highest individual score by an Indian batter in

the title clash. Kohli holds the record (77 vs Sri Lanka in the 2014

final). The best in a final is West Indies batter Marlon Samuels, who

struck an unbeaten 85 against England in 2016.

Kohli makes second-highest score
by an Indian in a T20 WC �nal

DOING IT AGAIN

K.R. DEEPAK
X

Virat Kohli and Axar Patel broke the record for the highest

partnership for India for any wicket in a T20 World Cup final. The

duo added 72 for the fourth wicket after India had slipped to 34 for

three, and bettered the record held by Gautam Gambhir and Yuvraj

Singh who had added 63 during the final against Pakistan in 2007.

Kohli-Axar partnership the biggest
for India for any wicket in a �nal

RECORD

K.R. DEEPAK

T
he long wait is over.
India is world
champion again.

In a classic ICC Men’s
T20 World Cup �nal sure
to be remembered for
years to come, India made
history with a nail-biting
seven-run win over South
Africa.

And with it came the ce-
lebrations. There was an
undeniable sense of relief
as well, as India �nally
managed to cross the �nal
hurdle after two heart-
breaking falls in just the
last year.

This time around, Rohit
Sharma’s men displayed
nerves of steel in the face
of pressure. The game
seemed to slip away when
South Africa got ahead in
the chase, but the Men In

Blue were unwilling to
throw in the towel. Noth-
ing could stop the Indians
from wearing that coveted
crown.

When the job was done,
Virat Kohli looked up to the
sky with hands aloft. Rohit
was mobbed by his team-
mates, and the support
sta� ran on to the ground
with the National �ag. An
emotional Hardik Pandya
grabbed the tri-colour, and
walked over to grab a piece
of the pitch.

Man for the moment
It was sweet, sweet re-
demption for Kohli, who
came good with the bat
when it mattered. His 59-
ball 76 may not have set the
pulse racing, but it immen-
sely helped the team’s
cause. India found two
more heroes in Jasprit
Bumrah and Suryakumar
Yadav. With a miserly 18th
over, Bumrah tightened
the screws on South Africa.

The ace speedster conced-
ed two runs and picked up
a wicket in those six balls,
which put the Proteas in a
tight spot. 

The �nal nail in the cof-
�n was driven by Suryaku-
mar, who pulled o� a bril-
liant catch to dismiss David
Miller in the last over. A
juggling e�ort from Surya-
kumar at long-o� sent the
last recognised batter
back. South Africa was
knocked out cold.

After winning the toss,
India made a challenging
176 for seven. There was
concern among the Indian
fans at the Kensington Oval
when India slipped to 34
for three. 

India was forced to re-
build. Axar Patel and Kohli
calmed nerves with sensi-
ble batting. Using clean
technique and shots along
the ground, Kohli stuck in
for the long haul. Axar
knew his role well, having
performed this task against

Pakistan earlier in the
tournament.

A 72-run fourth-wicket
partnership was exactly
what India needed to stay
a�oat. There could have
been more, if not for a lazy
piece of running from Ax-
ar. Though halfway down
the track, Axar had time to
turn back and make the
crease. Axar, however,
stopped in his tracks for a
moment. Wicketkeeper
Quinton de Kock took full
advantage, throwing down
the stumps at the bowler’s
end to catch Axar short. 

Kohli’s desire to make it
count was evident when he
did not acknowledge
cheers for his �fty.

The time to take it all in
would come later. The
evening ended with a lap
of honour, with hugs and
greetings from Chris Gayle
and other past stalwarts.

And in spirit, millions of
Indians around the world
joined in the festivities. 

Kohli and Axar’s stand helps India reach 176 for seven; South Africa comes within touching distance only for the Hardik-Bumrah-Arshdeep trio to wrest back control and deliver the knockout punch 

T20 WORLD CUP

Rohit’s ‘Miracle Men’ conjure stunning title win

Ashwin Achal
BRIDGETOWN (BARBADOS)

Masters of the globe: India went unbeaten to clinch its second World T20 crown, 17 years after winning the inaugural edition in South Africa. The triumph should banish the painful memories of the ODI World Cup loss at home last year. K.R. DEEPAK

INDIA

Rohit Sharma c Klaasen b
Maharaj 9 (5b, 2x4), Virat Kohli c
Rabada b Jansen 76 (59b, 6x4,
2x6), Rishabh Pant c de Kock b
Maharaj 0 (2b), Suryakumar
Yadav c Klaasen b Rabada 3 (4b),
Axar Patel run out 47 (31b, 1x4,
4x6), Shivam Dube c Miller b
Nortje 27 (16b, 3x4, 1x6), Hardik
Pandya (not out) 5 (2b, 1x4),
Ravindra Jadeja c Maharaj b
Nortje 2 (2b); Extras (nb-1, w-6): 7;
Total (for seven wkts. in 20
overs): 176.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-23 (Rohit, 1.4 overs), 2-23 (Pant,
1.6), 3-34 (Suryakumar, 4.3),
4-106 (Axar, 13.3), 5-163 (Kohli,
18.5), 6-174 (Dube, 19.4), 7-176
(Jadeja, 19.6).

SOUTH AFRICA BOWLING

Jansen 4-0-49-1, Maharaj
3-0-23-2, Rabada 4-0-36-1,
Markram 2-0-16-0, Nortje
4-0-26-2, Shamsi 3-0-26-0.

SOUTH AFRICA

Reeza Hendricks b Bumrah 4 (5b,
1x4), Quinton de Kock c Kuldeep
b Arshdeep 39 (31b, 4x4, 1x6),
Aiden Markram c Pant b

Arshdeep 4 (5b, 1x4), Tristan
Stubbs b Axar 31 (21b, 3x4, 1x6),
Heinrich Klaasen c Pant b Hardik
52 (27b, 2x4, 5x6), David Miller c
Suryakumar b Hardik 21 (17b,
1x4, 1x6), Marco Jansen b
Bumrah 2 (4b), Keshav Maharaj
(not out) 2 (7b), Kagiso Rabada c
Suryakumar b Hardik 4 (3b, 1x4),
Anrich Nortje (not out) 1 (1b);
Extras (b-1, lb-4, nb-1, w-3): 9;
Total (for eight wkts. in 20 overs):
169.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-7 (Hendricks, 1.3), 2-12
(Markram, 2.3), 3-70 (Stubbs, 8.5),
4-106 (de Kock, 12.3), 5-151
(Klaasen, 16.1), 6-156 (Jansen,
17.4), 7-161 (Miller, 19.1), 8-168
(Rabada, 19.5).

INDIA BOWLING

Arshdeep 4-0-20-2, Bumrah
4-0-18-2, Axar 4-0-49-1, Kuldeep
4-0-45-0, Hardik 3-0-20-3, Jadeja
1-0-12-0.

Toss: India. 

Player-of-the-Match: Kohli.

Player-of-the-Series: Bumrah.

India won by seven runs to
emerge champion.

SCOREBOARD

�

the �nal. “No better time to
say goodbye to this format.
I’ve loved every moment of
this. I started my India ca-
reer playing this format.
This is what I wanted, I

Virat Kohli and Rohit Shar-
ma announced their retire-
ments from T20Is after In-
dia’s T20 World Cup win.

“This is my last T20
game for India, the last
[T20] World Cup I was go-
ing to play,” Kohli said. “I
wanted to make the most
of it and this was our aim.
We wanted to win an ICC
tournament, we wanted to
lift the cup. As I said, it was
the occasion that helped
me put my head down and
respect the situation rather
than try to force things out
there.”

Moments later, captain
Rohit took everyone by
surprise when he said he

too was bringing down the
curtain on his T20I career.
“This was my last [T20I]
game as well,” Rohit said in
response to a question at
the press conference after

wanted to win the cup.”
After the game, Rohit

was e�usive in his praise
for Kohli. “No one doubted
Virat’s form. He’s been on
top of his game for the last
15 years. When the occa-
sion calls, big players stand
up.” 

Golden sunset for Kohli and Rohit as
stalwarts call time on T20I careers 
Ayan Acharya
BRIDGETOWN (BARBADOS)

Signing o� in style: Kohli’s final T20I innings proved crucial in

India’s victory while Rohit led the side with aplomb. K.R. DEEPAK

Nerves of steel

The catch that won the match: With the contest in the balance, Suryakumar caught Miller spectacularly at long-o�. K.R. DEEPAK
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India’s Shiven Agarwal and Aadya Budhia
emerged the boys’ u-15 and girls’ u-13 champions
in the 31st Asian junior individual squash
championships which concluded in Islamabad on
Saturday. Shiven got the better of Malaysian
Muhammad Raziq Putra Mohd Fakhrur Razi 11-7,
8-11, 11-5, 13-11 in the �nal, while Aadya put it past
her compatriot Goushika 11-5, 11-5, 11-4. India won
two gold medals in the championship after a gap
of 12 years.

Shiven, Aadya emerge boys’
u-15 and girls’ u-13 champs

INBRIEF
�

Grandmaster R. Praggnanandhaa missed out on
becoming a joint leader at the the Superbet
Classic chess tournament after settling for a draw
against compatriot D. Gukesh in the third round
here. Praggnanandhaa had a great opportunity to
equalise the score this year but could not �nd a
winning continuation after Gukesh spoiled a
drawn endgame.

The results: (third round): D. Gukesh (2) drew with R
Praggnanandhaa (1.5); Maxime Vachier-Lagrave (Fra, 1.5 drew
with Firouza Alireza (Fra, 1.5); Anish Giri (Ned, 1.5) drew with
Ian Nepomniachtchi (FID, 1.5); Nodirbek Abdusattorov (Uzb,
1) drew with Fabiano Caruana (Usa, 2); Wesley So (Usa, 1.5)
drew with Deac Bogdan-Daniel (Rom, 1).

Praggnanandhaa lets 
Gukesh o� the hook 

Two-time defending world champion Francesco
Bagnaia won the Dutch MotoGP sprint at Assen
on Saturday ahead of current championship
leader Jorge Martin and fellow Spaniard Maverick
Vinales. 

Ducati’s Bagnaia wins 
Dutch MotoGP sprint

India Women vs South Africa

Women: Only Test, day 3, Sports
18-1 & JioCinema, 9.30 a.m.

Hockey: Pro League, Sports 18-1 &
JioCinema, 6.30 p.m.

Formula One: Austrian GP, F1 TV,
F1 TV Pro App & FanCode, 6.30 p.m.

Football: Euro 2024, Sony Sports
Ten 2, 3, 5 & LIV, 9.30 p.m. & 12.30
a.m. (Monday)

Badminton: US Open, Sports 18-1
& JioCinema, 10.30 p.m.

LIVE TELECAST

�

H
alf-centuries from
Sune Luus (65)
and Marizanne

Kapp (69 batting) helped
South Africa hold its own
against India on day two of
the one-o� Test at the MAC
Stadium on Saturday. The
Proteas ended the day at
232 for four after India de-
clared at 603 for six — the
highest total by a team in
women’s Tests.

Resuming on 525 for
four, India went past Aus-
tralia’s record of 575, as
skipper Harmanpreet Kaur
(69) and Richa Ghosh (86)
completed their half-cen-
turies. 

Richa entertained the
crowd that had turned out
early, essaying beautiful
shots on both sides of the
wicket. She reached her
�fty with a �ick to the leg-
side and then pressed the
accelerator.

Just when the two bat-
ters looked set for a ton,
South Africa struck twice
in three overs and forced
the host to declare. Har-
manpreet was out leg-be-
fore to pacer Tumi Sekhuk-
hune, while Richa was
trapped in front trying to
sweep left-arm spinner
Nonkululeko Mlaba.

When South Africa be-
gan its reply, skipper Laura
Wolvaardt and Anneke
Bosch started positively
seeing o� the half-hour
session prior to lunch. 

Useful partnership
After losing Wolvaardt ear-
ly in the second session,
Bosch and Luus steadied
things with their 63-run
partnership for the second
wicket and kept the Indian
spinners at bay for most of
the second session. Just

before tea, Sneh Rana had
Bosch caught at slip. 

The South African bat-
ters showed great applica-
tion, using the depth of the
crease and waiting for the

bad deliveries to put away
on a pitch beginning to as-
sist the spinners. 

For India, Sneh (three
for 61) was the best bowler
on the day, beating the bat-

ters with her guile and ex-
tra bounce.

The Indian catching,
though, was shoddy as Lu-
us got two reprieves — on
38 and 44. First ’keeper Ri-
cha dropped an edge o�
Sneh and then Sneh mis-
sed a sharp catch at �rst
slip o� Deepthi Sharma.

In the �nal session,
Kapp showed her class,
batting positively with
some glorious boundaries
through the o�-side o�
pacer Pooja Vastrakar and
got to her half-century in
style, driving left-arm spin-
ner Rajeshwari Gayakwad
to the long-o� boundary. 

Though South Africa
fought back on the second
day, it still needs another
221 runs to avoid the fol-
low-on, and the side will
need Kapp to make a big
one. 

Meanwhile, the Indian
bowlers will look to be
more clinical on the �eld
and get to the lower-order
quickly.

South Africa �ghts back
through Luus and Kapp
The two batters score half-centuries with the Proteas’ hopes resting on the latter’s shoulders; 

Sneh (three for 61) is the pick of the Indian bowlers with her guile and extra bounce

SA IN INDIA

Picture of concentration: Kapp showed her class with some exquisite boundaries through the o�-side.

B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

S. Dipak Ragav
CHENNAI

INDIA — 1ST INNINGS

Shafali Verma run out 205 (197b,

23x4, 8x6), Smriti Mandhana c
Dercksen b Tucker 149 (161b,

27x4, 1x6), Shubha Satheesh c
Jafta b de Klerk 15 (27b, 2x4),
Jemimah Rodrigues c de Klerk b
Tucker 55 (94b, 8x4),
Harmanpreet Kaur lbw b
Sekhukhune 69 (115b, 4x4), Richa
Ghosh lbw b Mlaba 86 (90b,

16x4), Deepti Sharma (not out) 2
(7b); Extras (b-16, lb-6): 22; Total
(for six wkts. decl. in 115.1 overs):
603.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-292 (Smriti, 51.6 overs), 2-325
(Shubha, 58.6), 3-411 (Shafali,
74.1), 4-450 (Jemimah, 86.6),
5-593 (Harmanpreet, 112.4),
6-603 (Richa, 115.1).

SOUTH AFRICA BOWLING

Klaas 17-2-74-0, Dercksen
17-0-80-0, de Klerk 12-1-79-1,

Sekhukhune 14-0-70-1, Mlaba
26.1-1-122-1, Tucker 26-1-141-2,
Luus 3-0-15-0.

SOUTH AFRICA — 1ST INNINGS

Laura Wolvaardt lbw b Sneh 20
(36b, 3x4), Anneke Bosch c Deepti
b Sneh 39 (73b, 4x4, 1x6), Sune
Luus lbw b Deepti 65 (164b, 6x4,

1x6), Marizanne Kapp (batting) 69
(125b, 8x4), Delmi Tucker c Richa
b Sneh 0 (8b), Nadine de Klerk
(batting) 27 (28b, 5x4); Extras
(b-14, nb-2): 16; Total (for four
wkts. in 72 overs): 236.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-33 (Wolvaardt, 7.6), 2-96 (Bosch,
30.4), 3-189 (Luus, 59.5), 4-198
(Tucker, 62.4).

INDIA BOWLING

Renuka 7-0-22-0, Pooja 9-2-32-0,
Sneh 20-2-61-3, Rajeshwari
16-3-50-0, Deepti 15-3-40-1,
Harmanpreet 3-0-9-0, Smriti
2-0-8-0.

SCOREBOARD

�

Sune Luus’ 65 and her 63-
run second-wicket stand
with Anneke Bosch (39)
and 93-run third-wicket
partnership with Mari-
zanne Kapp (69 batting)
helped South Africa dig in
to 236 for four against India
here on Saturday.

It is to be commended as
the batters had to contend
with the Chennai heat, low
bounce, and sharp turn
from the Indian spinners.

“I think we just stuck to
our game plans. We ob-
viously had certain plans
against the various bow-
lers, and then we felt using
the depth of our crease and
just keeping a straight bat.

“We had four days (after
the ODIs). It feels long, but
we only had two days to
prepare for the Test. I think
your game plan is just to bat
longer, be patient, and have
a good defence. 

“Playing in India, it’s one
of the toughest Test match-
es you’ll play in your career.
I think Perth felt like winter
when I look back now (to
the Test vs Australia in Fe-
bruary), compared to
Chennai. Today was really
one of the hottest days I’ve
ever experienced in my
long career,” she said after
the second day of the one-
o� Test.

Luus attributed her
team’s impressive batting to
their new coach Baakier

Abrahams and the spin-
centric camp they had be-
fore the ODI series. “I think
we obviously got the new
batting coach on board
with some new ideas and a
fresh perspective on things. 

“And he really helped us
just to tweak one or two
things, just to add some ele-
ments to the game that
could help us in this situa-
tion. Like I mentioned ear-
lier, using the depth of the
crease. So, all those things
coming into play today to
really just help us,” she
said.

On the conversations she
had with Kapp during their
partnership, she said:
“There was a lot of conver-
sation about just me keep-
ing her calm today. 

“She knew that she
needed to be patient and
still has a long way to go.
She just needed to be level-
headed and she just asked
me to help her out with
that.”

We stuck to our
gameplan: Luus 

Patient knock: Luus was involved in two useful partnerships to

help the Proteas dig in. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM 

S. Prasanna Venkatesan
CHENNAI

Sneh Rana, who’s playing
for India after six months,
was the standout bowler
with three for 61 on the se-
cond day of the one-o�
Test against South Africa
here on Saturday.

Asked how she keeps
herself motivated and
about her preparation, she
said: “We had the BCCI in-
ter-zonal multi-day tourna-
ment for motivation. I
think a player should al-
ways be motivated. Any
challenge is given to you,
you have to be spot on.

Speaking about the
pitch behaviour and India’s
bowling plan on the day,
she said: “We were focus-
ing more on our stock
balls. In Test cricket, �eld-
ing is the only way to dom-
inate the other team. So we
focused more on �elding
well.

“In the beginning, there
was not much turn. But la-
ter on, as the wicket got ol-
der, I think we saw more
bounce on the wicket and
there was more turn.” 

‘We were
focusing more
on stock balls’

Sneh. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

Sports Bureau
CHENNAI

Avinash Sable was far from
his best but still ahead of
the rest of the pack by a
distance as he practically
sauntered to win the
3000m steeplechase on
day three of the 63rd Inter-
State athletics champion-
ships here on Saturday.

The national record hol-
der, who has already at-
tained the Paris Olympic
qualifying standard,
clocked 8:31.75 to overw-
rite his own previous meet
record of 8:33.19, set �ve
years ago in Lucknow. 

That was also the last
time he had participated in
the Inter-State meet. Des-
pite the slow race, Sable
was satis�ed with his ef-
fort, saying he had run on-
ly at 75-80%.

“I think I am peaking at
the right time. Earlier, I
had thought of entering
the 1500m to check my
speed. 

“But given the weather
and conditions here, I
thought I would have to
put more e�ort in 1500m
and so decided against it,”
Sable admitted.

On Saturday, he ex-
plained, his main aim was
to check his progress and
so had started slowly for
the �rst kilometre. 

“But then I realised I
was not putting any e�ort
at all and started pulling
harder for the remaining
laps,” he said. The change

was evident in the way he
broke away from the rest
of the pack to lead by more
than 250m by the time he
neared the �nish line.

“Earlier I used to start
my season early and then
train quietly before the big
events without any compe-
tition to actually check my-
self. This time I have decid-
ed to mix training and
competition closer to the
Olympics. 

“At the Paris Diamond
League also I will not try to
go full out. My main focus
during training has been
on the �nal kick and I have
learnt from my previous
mistakes,” he said
con�dently.

In high jump, Sarvesh
Kushare continued his bril-

liant season, equalling the
six-year old meet record of
2.25m for a season’s best
to further consolidate his
position on the Road to Pa-
ris rankings (he is current-
ly 29th). 

In shot put, Tajinderpal
Singh Toor went all out in
�nal attempt to take the
top spot with 19.93m, then
admitted he was still reco-
vering and far from full �t-
ness but insisted he would
be ready for Paris. Toor
too has quali�ed through
the world-rankings quota. 

The results (only finals): 

Men: 3000m Steeplechase: 1.
Avinash Sable (Mah, 8:31.75), 2.
Sumit Kumar (MP, 8:46.93), 3.
Shankar Swami (Har, 8:47.05);
pole vault: 1. Yugendran (TN,
5m), 2. M. Gowtham (TN, 4.90m),
3. Lakshay (Har, 4.90m); hammer

throw: 1. Praveen Kumar (Raj,
68.76m), 2. Damneet Singh (Pun,
66.40m), 3. Mohd. Shahban (UP,
65.02m); shot put: 1. Tajinderpal
Singh Toor (19.93m), 2.
Samardeep Gill (MP, 19.68m), 3.
Aryan Tyagi (UP, 18.02m); high

jump: 1. Sarvesh Kushare (Mah,
2.25m), 2. Tejaswin Shankar (Del,
2.23m), 3. Jesse Sandesh (Kar,
2.18m); long jump: 1. Arya (Kar,
7.78m), 2. Jeswin Aldrin (TN,
7.75m), 3. Aravinth (TN, 7.73m);
decathlon: 1. N. Thowfeeq (Ker,
7042 pts), 2. Jashbir Nayak (Odi,
6791), 3. Rohit Roman (AP, 6667).

Women: 3000m Steeplechase:

1. Parul Chaudhary (UP, 9:45.70),
2. Komal Jagadale (Mah,
10:12.64), 3. Chhavi Yadav (MP,
10:13.58); 20km walk: 1. Ravina
(Har, 1:39:53.00), 2. Munita
Prajapati (UP, 1:40:20.00), 3. Sejal
Singh (Mah, 1:41:28.00); discus:

1. Seema (Har, 57.19m), 2. Nidhi
(Har, 52.06m), 3. Priti (Raj,
49.40m).

Sable overwrites own meet record,
Kushare consolidates Paris spot 

ATHLETICS

Uthra Ganesan
PANCHKULA

Doing it in style: Sarvesh continued his brilliant season, equalling the six-year old meet record.

RITU RAJ KONWAR

Max Verstappen is looking
unbeatable again at the
Austrian Grand Prix. The
Formula 1 leader followed
up his win in the sprint
race on Saturday with
another dominant perfor-
mance in qualifying to take
pole for the fourth straight
year at the Red Bull Ring.

It ended a streak of
three straight races where
the three-time defending
F1 champion failed to take
pole position, and dealt a
blow to his closest rivals
who hoped to challenge
him on Red Bull’s home
circuit this weekend.

“It's been a while that
we've actually been on
pole. So it’s a great feeling,”
Verstappen said. “This is a
great statement and hope-
fully we can also show that
tomorrow in the race.” Af-
ter qualifying in the last
three races was decided by
narrow margins, this one
wasn’t even close as Ver-
stappen’s �nal lap in third
qualifying beat McLaren’s
Lando Norris by 0.404s.

Verstappen
wins sprint,
takes pole

Verstappen. AFP

AUSTRIAN GP 

Reuters
SPIELBERG

Switzerland dumped
reigning champion Italy
out of Euro 2024 with a
stunning 2-0 victory on Sa-
turday to reach the quar-
ter�nals for the second
time in its history.

Murat Yakin’s supreme-
ly well-drilled side out-
played the �at two-time
winner in the last 16 clash
and will face England or
Slovakia in the next round.

Ruben Vargas teed up
Remo Freuler for Switzer-
land’s 37th minute opener
before curling home su-
perbly himself right at the
start of the second half to
deservedly double the
lead.

A new-look Italy, short
on star power and without
many of the key �gures
that led it to Euro 2020
glory, o�ered little in res-

ponse to Switzerland’s
energetic display.

Former Arsenal mid�el-
der Granit Xhaka, arriving
at the Euros after a stun-
ning season with German
champion Bayer Leverku-
sen, pulled the strings as
the Swiss rarely looked like
letting the lead slip away.

Italy coach Luciano
Spalletti dropped Jorginho
after his worrying group
stage performances, bring-
ing in Nicolo Fagioli in de-
fensive mid�eld among a
hefty six changes which
failed to bring the Azzurri
to life.

The 23-year-old started
a major tournament match
for the �rst time, having
missed most of the season
with Juventus after a se-
ven-month ban for gam-
bling on football matches.

The result: Switzerland 2
(Freuler 37, Vargas 46) bt Italy 0.

Switzerland sends
holder Italy packing
from the Euro 2024
Agence France-Presse
BERLIN

Class act: Vargas, who set up Switzerland’s opener, curls in a

stunner for the second. AFP
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G
areth Southgate’s
hesitant England
team will need to �-

nally make its presence felt
in Euro 2024 against Slova-
kia in the last-16, or the un-
derdog Slovaks will fancy
their chances.

Southgate’s richly ta-
lented squad arrived in
Germany as a tournament
favourite but optimism
around the 2020 runner-
up �zzled with three drab
group games mired in un-
certainty over the best
line-up, with the coach
conceding an “experi-
ment” in the early matches
had failed.

Slovakia, on the other
hand, kicked o� its cam-
paign by shocking No. 3
Belgium.

Slovakia boss Francesco
Calzona called his team the
Cinderella story of the
group stage. 

England at least showed
some improvement in the
second half of its 0-0 draw
with Slovenia on Tuesday,
with Kobbie Mainoo and
Cole Palmer impressing o�
the bench.

While England’s de-
fence was a major concern
ahead of the tournament
with veterans such as Har-
ry Maguire missing due to
injury, it has been the best
part of this campaign.
Through the group phase
England have o�ered up
the least expected goals
(xG).

Southgate will hope for
a better performance from
Jude Bellingham, who was
excellent in the �rst half
against Serbia, but drifted
out of the two games since.

Slovakia is led by crafty
Napoli mid�elder Stanislav
Lobotka, who Italian great
Andrea Pirlo called the
“best playmaker in the Ita-
lian league.”

Later in the day, Den-
mark will be the underdog
when it takes on Germany,
but that suits it just �ne as
it seeks to channel the spi-
rit of 1992.

Since the draw was con-
�rmed, much has been
said in Denmark about its
unexpected win over Ger-
many in the �nal of the Eu-
ropean Championship

more than three decades
ago.

The Danish are far less
of a surprise package at Eu-
ro 2024, having gone to the
semi�nals in the last edi-
tion, and though they have
struggled for goals in the
group stage, they still fancy
their chances of springing
another upset.

Denmark may have to
take on Germany with a
depleted mid�eld, and a
late decision will need to
be taken over the �tness of
playmaker Christian Erik-
sen. 

Denmark will be the underdog when it takes on Germany, but 

that suits it just �ne as it seeks to channel the spirit of 1992

Slovakia no pushover
for mis�ring England 

Reuters

BLANKENHAIN

Bengaluru Blues-B
clinches title
Bengaluru Blues-B edged
out Rising Star-B 2-1 to win
the phase-I title at the
Travancore Cup State-level
hockey tournament on
Sunday.
The result (final): Bengaluru
Blues-B 2 (Manoj 18, Arun 40) bt
Rising Star-B 1 (Hemanth 23).

Special prizes: Best
goalkeeper: Praneeth (Rising
Star); Best defender: Shaan
(Rising Star); Best midfielder:
Hemanth (Bengaluru Blues-B);
Best forward: Manish Mayur
(Bengaluru Blues-B); Player of
the tournament: Hari Krishna
(Bengaluru Blues-B).

Double delight 
for Tushar 
Tushar Suveer won both
the singles and doubles
titles at the Yonex-Sunrise
Karnataka State-ranking
badminton tournament
that concluded on Sunday.
In singles, Tushar beat
Abhishek Yeligar in
straight games while in
doubles, he partnered
Nicholas Raj to defeat
Abhishek and Raghu
Mariswamy.
The results (finals): 

Singles: Men: Tushar Suveer bt
Abhishek Yeligar 21-16, 21-19;
Women: Ilishaa Pal bt Shaina
Manimuthu 21-19, 21-17; Boys:
Prateek Koundilya bt Laksh
Chengappa 21-19, 17-21, 21-19;
Girls: Lakshya Rajesh bt Shaina
Manimuthu 21-10, 21-13.

Doubles: Men: Nicholas Raj &
Tushar Suveer bt Abhishek Yeligar
& Raghu Mariswamy 15-21, 21-17,
21-16; Women: K. Ashwini Bhat &
Shikha Gautam bt N.S. Gagana &
Pranjal Prabhu Chimulkar 21-13,

21-6; Boys: T. Aarya & A.R.
Sumith bt K.K. Abhishek & Chris
Baptist 18-21, 23-21, 21-12; Girls:
Aditi Deepak Raj & Vriddhi
Ponnamma bt Ishika Baruah &
Lakshya Rajesh 18-21, 21-8,
21-15.

Mixed doubles: Senior: M.
Rohith & K. Ashwini Bhat bt
Ashith Surya & Amrutha
Pramuthesh 21-12, 18-21, 22-20;
U-19: K.K. Abhishek & Prerana
Shet bt T. Aarya & Aditi Deepak
Raj 21-17, 14-21, 21-18.

BENGALURU ROUND-UP
�

One for the album: The winners of the Yonex-Sunrise

State-ranking badminton tournament. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Triumphant: The Bengaluru Blues-B team that won the State-level

hockey tournament. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Hemanth Muddappa (Man-
tra Racing) gave another
dominant performance to
notch a double crown in
the �rst round of the
MMSC FMSCI National mo-
torcycle drag racing cham-
pionshipson Saturday. 

Provisional results (all
four-stroke unless
mentioned): Unrestricted: 1.
Mujahid Pasha (Fast Track
Racing) (08.251secs); 2. Hemanth
Muddappa (Mantra Racing)
(08.251s); 3. Alimon (Fast Track
Racing) (08.279s).

1051-1650cc (Super Sport): 1.
Muddappa (08.063s); 2. Pasha
(08.103s); 3. Aymaan Baig
(08.117s). 

851-1050cc (SS): 1. Anvay Patil
(08.286s); 2. Muddappa (08.294s);
3. Sugan Prasad S.P. (Mantra
Racing) (08.448). 

551-850cc (SS): 1. Muddappa
(08.630s); 2. Mohammed Riyaz

(Fast Track Racing) (08.675s); 3.
Altaf Khan (Fast Track Racing)
(09.112s). 

361-550cc (SS Indian): 1.
Shahrukh Khan (Mantra Racing)
(11.494s); 2. Imran (Fast Track
Racing) (12.315s); 3. Pasha
(12.452s). 

166-225cc (SS): 1. Prashanth
(13.683s); 2. Prashanth K.
(13.928s); 3. Shaninsha R.
(14.395). 

Up to 165cc (SS Indian): 1.
Madhan R (ACCSYS India Rookies
Racing) (13.896s); 2. Bharathraj J.
(Rockers Racing) (14.081s); 3.
Aravind Ganesh (ACCSYS India

Rookies Racing) (14.130s). 

Girls (Stock 165cc): 1.
Jagathishree Kumaresan (One
Racing) (16.561s); 2. S.P. Shuria
(One Racing) (16.894s); 3.
Aisvariya (Motul Sparks Racing)
(17.158s). 

2-Stroke (131-165cc, SS): 1.
Imran (12.719s); 2. Prashanth
(12.904); 3. Balasubramanian
(ACCSYS India Rookies Racing)
(13.293s). 

2-Stroke (Up to 130cc, SS): 1.
Balasubramanian (Big Boys
Racing) (13.329s); 2. Shahrukh
(13.388s); 3. Madhan (Big Boys
Racing) (13.425s).

Dominant show by Muddappa

Sports Bureau

CHENNAI

MOTORSPORTS

Picture perfect: The round 1 winners of the National drag racing

championships held in Chennai on Saturday. 

India enters
quarterfinals
India booked quarter�nals
berth at the Badminton
Asia Junior Mixed Team
Championship with a 3-2
victory over Philippines in
its second Group-C clash
here on Saturday.
Indonesia is also through
to the quarter�nal having
beaten Philippines 5-0 and
Vietnam 4-1 in their two
group matches.
The results: India bt
Philippines 3-2 (Tanvi Sharma
bt Funtespina Christel Rei 21-9,
21-17; Rounak Chauhan lost to
Jamal Rahmat Pandi 21-15,
18-21, 12-21; K. Vennala /
Sharvani Walekar bt Hernandes
Andrea / Precious Libaton 23-21,
21-11; Arsh Mohammad / Sankar
Sarawat bt Christian Dorega /
John Lanuza 21-16, 21-14; Bharav
Ram Arigela / Vennala lost to
Jamal Pandi / Mary Untal 8-21,
15-21).

Vaidehi Chaudhari
cruises into final
Vaidehi Chaudhari
outclassed Monique Barry
of New Zealand 6-2, 6-0 in
the semi�nals of the
$25,000 ITF women’s
tennis tournament in

Taipei on Saturday.
The results: $25,000 ITF men,
Hillcrest, South Africa:
Semifinals: Devin Badenhorsst
(RSA) bt Aryan Shah 4-6, 7-6((3),
6-4.

$15,000 ITF men, Tianjin,
China: Semifinals: S. Mukund bt
Dong Zhenxiong (Chn) 7-5, 6-2.

$40,000 ITF women, Palma del
Rio, Spain: Doubles: Final:
Martyna Kubka (Pol) & Lara
Salden (Bel) bt Rutuja Bhosale &
Sophie Chang (USA) 6-2, 6-1.

$25,000 ITF men, Taipei:
Semifinals: Vaidehi Chaudhari
bt Monique Barry (Nzl) 6-2, 6-0.

$15,000 ITF men, Los Angeles:
Quarterfinals: Sahaja
Yamalapalli bt Kate Fakih (USA)
6-1, 6-1.

HI names core
probables group for
women’s camp
Hockey India (HI) on
Saturday announced a
33-member Indian
women’s probables group
for a two-month training
camp at the SAI Center
here from Monday.

The Indian team went on a
short break after losing all
its matches in the FIH
Hockey Pro League
season.

SNAPSHOTS
�
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S
eparated by 1,500-odd kilometres but
equal victims of freak weather, Delhi and
Mumbai were bu�eted by dust storms, a
summer phenomenon, in a span of three

days in May.
Conditions were ideal for dust storms with the

blazing hot weather in the northern plains and in
areas around the coastal metropolis of Mumbai.
Accompanying these storms were rain and even
thundershowers. The Mumbai storm did a lot of
damage, sending a huge unauthorised hoarding
crashing on a fuel pump where many commuters
were �lling up. The death toll was 17, and more
than 75 people were injured. The 250-tonne
hoarding was erected on massive metal frames
but failed to meet many standards, including the
need for a solid foundation.

While the Mumbai incident was not just an act
of nature, the recent incident in Delhi airport
where a portion of the roof collapsed causing the
death of one person after heavy rain in the city
has brought about conversations on how many

Indian towns and cities are under severe stress
each time the monsoon comes calling. 

June saw Delhi and Tamil Nadu recording the
highest rainfall in a calendar month. Sudden rain
in the Western Ghats triggered �ash �oods in the
Old Courtallam waterfalls. A teenager who had
come as part of a tourist group was washed away.

Floods and landslips in Sikkim led to
disruptions in road connectivity. Indian Army
engineers from Trishakti Corps constructed a
150-foot suspension bridge in northern Sikkim to
reconnect the border villages that got marooned.

In Assam, over 5 lakh people were a�ected by
�oods. Three major rivers — the Kopili, Barak and
Kushiyara — were �owing above the danger level.
Relief camps were set up to help those internally
displaced. 

According to the India Meteorological
Department, isolated heavy rainfall is expected in
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab,
Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, and Rajasthan till July 3.

In fear of freak weather
Extreme rainfall, unanticipated dust storms and unprecedented temperatures push cities and States across India into uncharted territory

X

Billboard tragedy: A giant hoarding collapsed after a storm at Ghatkopar in Mumbai on May 13. It took away 17 lives and left at least 75 injured. Investigation revealed that the hoarding was erected on a weak foundation and had flouted standards. ANI

X

In action: Rescue teams look for survivors at a stone quarry that collapsed following

torrential rain brought by Cyclone Remal in Aizawl on May 28. REUTERS

X

Flash flood: The Old Courtallam falls in Tenkasi of Tamil Nadu saw a heavy overflow

following rain on May 17. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

X

Soaked to the skin: Women hazard crossing a road in pouring rain in Salem, Tamil Nadu,

on June 3. E. LAKSHMI NARAYANAN 

X

Showers of

blessings: A

family braves the

deluge to o�er

prayers at the

Aluva Shiva

Temple in Kochi

on June 27. PTI
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X

Left stranded: Vehicles stuck in mud and silt following landslips triggered by incessant rain in northern Sikkim on June 13. PTI

X

Terminal mishap:

Restoration and relief

work under way after

the collapse of a

canopy at Terminal 1

of Indira Gandhi

International Airport

after rain lashed New

Delhi on June 28. One

person was killed and

five were injured. PTI

X

On duty: A mechanic repairs a two-wheeler under an umbrella held by his wife during rain in Chennai on June 25. AKHILA EASWARAN

X

Monsoon magic: While the rain can bring destruction, they also serve to showcase Nature in all its beauty. THULASI KAKKAT
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