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hank You
PM Modi

for exempting

GST from PG

This progressive step demonstrates your
unwavering dedication to the academic
success and well-being of India's youth

and working professionals

Sh. Narendra Modi
Hon'ble Prime Minister of India

Issued as a token of gratitude on the behalf of institutions, students and working professionals
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TOPOFTHE
WORLD

Reuters

Emperor Naruhito
and Empress Masako
in London, Thursday

UNITED KINGDOM
King Charles
meets Japan’s
Emperorashe
ends formal visit

London: Britain's King
Charles and Queen Camilla
met Japan's Emperor
Naruhito and his wife to
say goodbye on Thursday,
at the end of a three-day
state visit which has in-
cluded acarriageride, state
banquet and visits to cul-
tural and scientific centres.
The final meeting between
the tworoyal couples took
place at Buckingham
Palace and comes towards
the end of the 64-year-old
emperor and Empress
Masako's trip to Britain.
The two heads of state
have been highlighting the
military, business and cul-
tural ties between Britain
and Japan over the course

ofthevisitt. REUTERS
BRAZIL
Top court makes

personal use of
marijuana legal

Rio De Janeiro: Brazil de-
criminalized marijuana for
personal  use on
Wednesday, making the
nation of 203 million the
largest to take such a
measure and the latest
signof agrowing global ac-
ceptance of the drug.
Brazil's top court ruled that
Brazilians could possess up
t040 grams of cannabis —
roughly enough for 80
joints — without facing
penalties. The court asked
Brazil's Congress and
health authorities to then
set the permanent
amount of marijuana that
citizens could possess.
Selling marijuana remains
acrime. REUTERS

PAKISTAN

Interior Minister
asserts Chinese
nationals’ safety

New York: Interior Minister
Mohsin  Naqvi on
Thursday said Pakistan is
"proud" of its friendship
with all-weather ally
China, as he asserted that
"foolproof arrangements"
have been made for the se-
curity of Chinese nationals
working on major infra-
structure projectsinsome
restive provinces. Naqvi
made the remarks during
ameeting with his Chinese
counterpart Qi Yanjun at
the office of China's mis-
sion to the United Nations
in New York, Geo News re-
ported. Both ministers are
currently here to attend a
United Nations confer-
ence. PTI

EX-GENERAL LEADS ASSAULT,GETS AR

RESTED

(Clockwise from left) Bolivian President Luis Arce surrounded by supporters and media outside the government palace;
Bolivian General Juan Jose Zuniga after being arrested for a coup attempt; Supporters of Bolivian President Luis Arce crowd
into Plaza Murillo in Bolivia’s administrative capital La Paz on Wednesday. AP & Reuters

Bolivia coup bid fails after armed
forces attack presidential palace

President Arce calls for support from citizens, appoints new military commander

REUTERS
LAPAZ, JUNE 27

BOLIVIAN ARMED forces pulled
back from the presidential palace
inLaPaz Wednesday evening and
a general was arrested after
President Luis Arce slammed a
“coup” attempt against the state
and called for global support.
Earlier in the day, military
units led by General Juan Jose
Zuniga, recently stripped of his
military command, had gath-
ered in the central Plaza Murillo
square, home to the presidential
palace and Congress. A Reuters
witness saw an armored vehicle
ram a door of the presidential
palace and soldiers rushin.
“Today the countryisfacingan

Protesters clash
with Kenya’s
police day after
tax hike rollback

Police beat up people in
Nairobi on Thursday. AP

Nairobi: Kenyan police fired tear-
gas at dozens of protesters and
blocked off streets leading to the
presidential palace on Thursday
as small demonstrations contin-
ued in several cities, even after
the president bowed to pressure
to withdraw a tax hike bill.
Turnout was well down from
the height of the mass rallies
sparked by the bill over the past
week. President William Ruto
withdrew the legislation on
Wednesday, a day after clashes
killed 23 people and parliament
was stormed and set alight. In
Nairobi, police and soldiers pa-
trolled the streets on Thursday
and blocked access to State House.
Police fired teargas to disperse
several dozen people who had
gatheredinthecity. REUTERS
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attempted coup d'état. Today the
country faces once againinterests
sothatdemocracyinBoliviais cut
short,” Arce said in comments
from the presidential palace. “The
Bolivian people are summoned to-
day. We need the Bolivian people

to organize and mobilize against
the coup d'état in favor of democ-
racy.” A few hours later, soldiers
withdraw from the square and po-
lice take control of the plaza. Police
arrested Zuniga and took him to
an undisclosed destination.

Inside the presidential palace,
Arce sworeinJosé Wilson Sanchez
as the military commander,
Zuniga's former role. “ order that
all personnel mobilized...return to
their units,” Sanchez said.

"Stop destroying, stop impov-
erishing our country, stop humil-
iating our army," he said, flanked
by soldiers, insisting the action be-
ing taken was supported by the
public. Zuniga said later that Arce
had onSunday asked him to "raise
somethingup" to boost his popu-
larity, without offering evidence.

Divided country
. already incrisis

EXPLAINED

WHILE PRESIDENT Luis
Arce heralded his suc-
cess in putting down the
coup bid, it has uncov-
ered tense political and
economic crises in the
country. While the ruling
party is divided between
him and party grandee
and icon Evo Morales.
Gas exports that helped
drive the country’s “eco-
nomic miracle” in the
2000s have dried up,
leading to a dangerous
decline in foreign re-
serves that are near zero.

China’s Communist Party expels
two former ministers over graft

LAURIECHEN
BEIJING, JUNE 27

CHINA'S COMMUNIST Party on
Thursday expelled former de-
fence minister Li Shangfu and his
predecessor Wei Fenghe for "se-
rious violations of discipline”, a
euphemism for corruption, state
news agency Xinhua reported.
Liwas suspected of receiving
“huge sums of money” in bribes
as well as bribing others, and an
investigation found he "did not
fulfill political responsibilities"”

Li Shangfu; Wei Fenghe

and "sought personnel benefits
for himself and others", the re-
port said, citing the Communist
Party's Central Committee
which ordered the investigation.

"As a senior leading cadre of

the party and the army, Li
Shangfu betrayed his original
mission ... betrayed the trust of
the Party Central Committee and
Central Military Commission...
and caused great damage to the
party cause and national de-
fence," the report said.

Wei Fenghe, Li's predeces-
sor, had disappeared from pub-
lic view since he was replaced
last March during a planned
cabinet reshuffle. Wei was head
of the strategic People's
Liberation Army Rocket Force
from 2015-17. REUTERS

Sunak, Starmer face off in last TV
debate a week before general polls

REUTERS
LONDON, JUNE 27

BRITISH PRIME Minister Rishi
Sunak and Labour leader Keir
Starmer went head-to-head on
Wednesday in their last debate
before an election next week,
with both launching highly per-
sonal attacks over their and their
parties' credibility.

Reuters

Keir Starmer and Rishi Sunak
in the BBC debate Wednesday

With Tories trailing Labour by
around 20 points,the PMwenton
the attack, accusing Starmer of not
being straight with the countryon
migration and tax, urging voters
not to “surrender” to Labour.

Starmer responded that
Sunak was too rich to under-
stand the concerns of most ordi-
nary Britons. A YouGov poll said
the debate had been a tie, with
both on 50%.

‘NO DECISION YET’

Moscow considering

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

INTIMIDATION OF POLITICIANS CAN’T CONTINUE, SAYS HARRIS

IrR1sH PM CoONDEMNS BoMB HoAx AT HOME

Irish Prime Minister Simon Harris said a hoax bomb threat made to his homeon

‘Wednesday night is “utterly unacceptable” and that the intimidation of politicians and fami-
lies cannot continue. There have been increased instances of people gathering outside homes
of Irish ministers, sometimes wearing masks and erecting anti-migrant banners. REUTERS

downgrade of ties

with West: Kremlin

‘Standard practice for states that face hostile manifestations’

REUTERS
MOSCOW, JUNE 27

THE KREMLIN said on Thursday
that Russia is considering a pos-
sible downgrading of diplomatic
relations with the West due to
the deeper involvement of the
United States and its allies in the
Ukraine war, though no decision
has yet been made.

"The issue of lowering the
level of diplomatic relations is a
standard practice for states that
face unfriendly or hostile mani-
festations," Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told reporters
when asked about the possibility
of such amove.

“Due to the growing involve-
ment of the West in the conflict
over Ukraine, the Russian
Federation cannot but consider
various options for responding
to such hostile Western inter-
vention in the Ukrainian crisis.”

Peskov said that no decision
had yet been made on the mat-
ter and that Russia was consid-
ering different ways to respond
to the West.

Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy with the Dutch PM &
NATO chief nominee Mark Rutte in Brussles on Friday. Reuters

Brussels: European Union lead-
ersare toagree on Thursday on
the strategic course for the EU
and on the people to runits in-
stitutions for the next five years,
with special focus on helping
Ukraine fend off Russia and bol-
stering the EU's own defences.

'EU leaders convene to discuss top
jobs, sign defence deal with Ukraine

Leaders of the 27 EU countries
are to start their two-day sum-
mit by signing a security agree-
ment with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy todemon-
strate their support for the coun-
try fighting off Moscow’s inva-
sionforathirdyear. REUTERS

Israel asks Gaza City civilians to
go south, Rafah ops in final stage

REUTERS
GAZACITY,JUNE 27

ISRAEL STORMED a neighbour-
hood in Gaza City on Thursday,
telling Palestinians as the tanks
moved in that they must move
south, and bombed the southern
city of Rafah in what it says are
the final stages of an operation
against Hamas militants there.

Residents of the Shejaia neigh-
bourhood in Gaza City said they
were taken by surprise by tanks
rollingin and firing in the early af-
ternoon, with drones also attack-
ing after overnight bombing.

Palestinians flee their homes
following an Israeli military
operation in Shejaiya in Gaza
City on Thursday. Reuters

Two Maldives ministers
arrested for ‘performing
black magic’ on Muizzu

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MALE, JUNE 27

MALDIVES POLICE have arrested
two serving ministers for al-
legedly performing black magic
on President Mohamed Muizzu,
media reported on Thursday.
Shamnaz Saleem, who was a
state minister at the Environment
Ministry, her ex-husband Adam
Rameez, who was serving as a
minister at the President's Office,
and two others were arrested, lo-
cal media said quoting the police,
which declined to share any infor-
mation about the reasons.
“Shamnaz, alongside two
otherindividuals, was arrested on
Sunday. All three of them have
been remanded in custody for
seven days. She was suspended
from her post on Wednesday as

JOURNEY FROM EUROPE OR SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA TO SOUTH AMERICA LIKELY TOOK 5-8 DAYS

Scientists find first evidence that butterflies crossed the Atlantic Ocean

MONIQUE BROUILLETTE
JUNE 27

EARLY ONE morning in late
October 2013, Gerard Talavera,
an entomologist, saw something
highly unusual — a flock of
painted lady butterflies stranded
on a beach in French Guiana.
The painted lady, or the
species Vanessa cardui, is one of
the world’s most widespread but-
terflies, butitisn’'t found in South
America. Yet there they were, ly-
ing in the sand of the continent’s
eastern shores, their wings tat-
tered and riddled with holes.
Judging by their condition, the

bleary-eyed Dr. Talavera, who
works at the Institut Botanic de
Barcelona in Spain, guessed they
were recovering fromalongflight.
The insect is a champion of
long-distance travel, routinely
crisscrossing the Sahara onatrek
from Europe to sub-Saharan
Africa, covering up to 9,000
miles. Could they also have
made the 2,600-mile journey
across the Atlantic Ocean with-
out any place to stop and refuel?
Talavera wanted to find out.
Following the long-range
movements of insects is challeng-
ing. Tools like radio-tracking de-
vices are toolarge forinsects’ small
and delicate frames, and radar al-

lows for monitoring only of spe-
cificlocations. Scientists have had
to rely on educated guesses and
citizen-scientist observations to
piece together travel patterns.

In 2018, Talavera developed a
way to use a common genetic se-
quencing tool to analyze pollen
DNA. Pollen grains stick to polli-
nating insects like butterflies
when they are feeding on nectar
from flowers. Talavera sequenced
the pollens’ DNA to determine
which plant they came from.
Later, the DNA could be traced to
flora to chart the insect’s path.

Ina paper published Tuesday
in the journal Nature
Communications, Talavera and

The painted lady butterfly was found in South America’s French
Guiana while the species was not found in the continent. NYT

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

his team describe a crucial clue
to cracking the mystery of the
stranded butterflies: Pollen cling-
ing to the butterflies in French
Guiana matched flowering
shrubs in West African countries.

That suggested the butterflies
had crossed the Atlantic. Theidea
was tantalizing. But Talaveraand
his team were careful not to jump
to conclusions.

In addition to studying the
pollen, the researchers sequenced
the butterflies’ genomes to trace
their lineage and found they had
European-African roots. Then,
they used an insect-tracking tool
called isotope tracing to confirm
that the butterflies’ natal origins
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Shamnaz Saleem (left);
Adam Rameez

per the Environment Ministry,”
news portal Sun.myv reported,
adding, Rameez too has been sus-
pended Thursday. Both Shamnaz
and Rameez have worked with
Muizzu as members of Male City
Council while he was Mayor.
“However, he hasbeenabsent
from the public light in the past
five months or so,” Sun.mv re-
ported. Neither the Maldives gov-
ernment nor the President's office
has made any official comment.

were in Western Europe, North
Africa and West Africa.

“Thisis abrilliant piece of bio-
logical detective work,” said David
Lohman, an evolutionary ecolo-
gistat the City College of New York
whowas notinvolved in the work.
Talavera’s forensic-detective-like
tracing supported the conclusion
that the painted lady butterflies
made the first transoceanic jour-
ney ever recorded by an insect.

It’s likely they were on their
typical route through Africawhen
they were swept off course by a
strong wind. Once over the ocean,
the butterflies kept flying until
they reached the shore.

Insect migrations are the

“It sounded as if the war is
restarting, a series of bombings
that destroyed several houses in
our areaand shook the buildings,”
Mohammad Jamal, 25, aresident
of Gaza City, told Reuters. The
Palestinian Civil Emergency
Service said there were reports of
people killed and wounded in
Shejaia but their teams were un-
able toreach them because of the
ongoing offensive. Three people
were reported killed there in the
earlier bombing.

Israel accuses Hamas of hiding
among civilians and says it warns
displaced people to get out of the
way of its operations.

2 hardliners drop
out on eve of Iran
presidential race

Dubai: Two hardline candidates
dropped out of Iran's presiden-
tial election on Thursday, a day
ahead of the landmark vote, and
called for unity among forces
supporting the country's Islamic
revolution, state media reported.

Iran’s tightly controlled elec-
tion on Friday follows Ebrahim
Raisi's death in a helicopter crash
last month. Tehran's mayor
Alireza Zakani and head of the
Martyrs' Foundation Amirhossein
Ghazizadeh-Hashemi exited the
race, state media said.

They were expected to win
just 1.7% and 2% of votes respec-
tively according to a 22-23 June
poll carried out by the Iran
Students Polling Centre. Their de-
parture leaves four presidential
candidates and Zakani urged the
two most prominent hardline
ones to join forces to prevent
moderate Masoud Pezeshkian
from winning. REUTERS

largest movement of biomass
around the world. Over southern
England alone, a staggering 3.5
trillion insects migrate annually.
Their ability to transport pollen,
fungi and even plant diseases
across vast distances highlights
the global impact of these tiny
critters. With the painted ladies’
oceanic migration, experts say,
scientists may have a better way
of tracking these journeys.

The finding showed that the
delicate creatures could endure
a difficult and dangerous jour-
ney, which most likely lasted be-
tween five and eight days. It also
demonstrates how much scien-
tists still have to learn. NYT
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Blinken: Rise in
hate speech,
laws against
conversion in
India a concern

US Secretary
of State
Antony
Blinken

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

RELEASING THE 2023 Reporton
International Religious Freedom
on Wednesday, US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken flagged a
“concerning increase” in anti-
conversion laws, hate speech,
and demolitions of homes and
places of worship belonging to
minority communities in India.

“Today, governments around
the world continue to target in-
dividuals, shutter places of wor-
ship, forcibly displace commu-
nities and imprison people
because of their religious be-
liefs,” Blinken said. He said that
even in the US, reports of hate
crimes and incidents targeting
Muslims and Jews have in-
creased dramatically.

“InIndia, we see a concerning
increase in anti-conversion laws,
hate speech, demolitions of
homes and places of worship for
members of minority faith com-
munities,” he said. “At the same
time, people around the world
are also working hard to protect
religious freedom,” he added.

The annual publication
brought out by the US State
Department tracks threats to re-
ligious freedom in almost 200
countries.

While releasing the report,
Rashad Hussain, Ambassador at
Large, Office of International
Religious Freedom, US State
Department, said it also docu-
ments cases where violence is
occurring at the societal level,
contributing to the repression of
religious communities. “In India,
for example, Christian commu-
nities reported that local police
aided mobs that disrupted wor-
ship services over accusations of

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

ADDRESS TO JOINT SITTING OF PARLIAMENT

Mandate for strong & decisive govt,
historic steps thls Budget President

‘Emergency
darkest chapter
of direct attack
on Constitution’

VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

UNDERLINING THAT the Lok
Sabha election mandate was for
a “strong and decisive govern-
ment” to ensure that the “work
of making India a developed na-
tion continues uninterrupted”,
President Droupadi Murmu said
Thursday that the Union Budget
next month will see “many his-
toric steps” along with “major
economic and social decisions”.

Reflecting the views of the
new government in her address
to the joint sitting of Parliament,
the President said, “The pace of
reforms will be further acceler-
ated in tune with the aspirations
of people of India for rapid de-
velopment.”

Her speech addressed the
imperatives of politics and gov-
ernance as the NDA coalition be-
ganits third consecutive termin
office with the BJP no longer in
majority onits ownin Lok Sabha.

It also echoed the govern-
ment’s counter to the Congress-
led Opposition’s election cam-
paign of a threat to the
Constitution if the BJP were to re-
turn to power.

Recalling the Emergency im-
posed in June 1975 when the
Congress government of Indira
Gandhi was in power, the
President called it the “biggest
and darkest chapter of direct at-
tack on the Constitution”.

“The Constitution of India has

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

President Droupadi Murmu, Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla

and Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju at Parliament House complex on Thursday. P11
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IN 1998,2019, 2024

How 3 NDA speeches

framed Constitution,

LS will have Dy Speaker,
talks soon to decide if

“SEXUAL ASSAULT OF MINORGIRL’

Karnataka CID files
chargesheet against
ex-CM Yediyurappa
under POCSO Act

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

THE CRIMINAL Investigation
Department (CID) of the
Karnataka Police on Thursday
filed a chargesheet against for-
mer chief minister and senior
BJP leader B S Yediyurappa in
connection with allegations of
sexually assaulting a minor.
The 81-year-old former CM
has been charged under Section
8 of the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act, which prescribes punish-
ment for sexual assault of a mi-
nor. The law provides for a
mandatory minimum sentence
of three years which can be ex-
tended up to five years in jail.
Additionally, Yediyurappa
also faces charges under the
Indian Penal Code Sections 354A
(sexual harassment), 204 (de-

Former
Karnataka
Chief
Minister BS
Yediyurappa

struction of evidence) and 214
(offering gift or restoration of
property in consideration of
screening offender).

Three of the former CM's as-
sociates, Arun Y M, Rudresh M
and Y Mariswamy, have also been
accused under IPC Sections 204
and 214 for allegedly destroying
evidence of a video recorded by
the minor's mother of her con-
frontation with Yediyurappa af-
ter the alleged incident.

Ina police complaint filed on
March 14, the minor's mother al-
leged that the incident occurred
when she and her daughter

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Need to probe if Delhi
ex-education director

got wife a teacher job

coalition and mandate

VIKAS PATHAK

PRESIDENT
DROUPADI

NEW DELHI, JUNE 27
Murmu's address
to Parliament

Eo
Thursday was a

strong assertion of continuity

EXPLAINED

that the next five years would
build on the previous ten.
Without referring to allies, the
speech flagged the “clear major-
ity” to the government for a third
term on the back of a “decisive
mandate” and invoked the “un-
stable” (read coalition) govern-
ments of the past.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

post with NDA or Opp

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

THE 18TH Lok Sabha will have a
Deputy Speaker, a source in the
government said Thursday.
“There will be a Deputy
Speaker in this House. But it has
not yet been decided if the post
should be offered to the
Opposition or NDA allies or if the

Shift from past: Chouhan to hold meetings
with state farm ministers from July 1

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

IN A departure from the BJP's last
two governments, Union
Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhanis set to hold one-on-one
meetings with state agriculture
ministers, beginning with
Chhattisgarhand AssamonJuly 1.

The Agriculture Ministry is
learnt to have written to the state
ministers, inviting them for the
consultations on issues related

Agriculture
Minister
Shivraj
Singh
Chouhan

to the farm sector. The state min-
isters have been asked to prepare
PowerPoint presentations and
share their views and sugges-
tions on the situation of farmers
and agriculture in their states,
said sources.

Inthe firstround on July 1, the
agriculture  ministers of
Chhattisgarh and Assam will
meet Chouhan separately at his
Krishi Bhawan office, said
sources, adding that similar
meetings have been planned for
other states in the following days.

Confirming the proposed
meeting, Chhattisgarh's
Agriculture Minister Ram Vichar
Netam told The Indian Express
that he would seek revision of
unit cost under Central schemes
which are being implemented

More police powers, denigrating Satyagraha, names
in Hindi: Karnataka objects in its report to Centre

KIRANPARASHAR

& ARUN JANARDHANAN
BENGALURU, CHENNAI,
JUNE 27

FROM NAMING the three new
laws in Hindi; not making rape
gender neutral; introducing
community service as a punish-
ment without defining it; allow-
ing a police officer 14 days to
make a preliminary investiga-
tion before registering an FIR —
the Karnataka government has

flagged key issues on the new
criminal code to the Centre.
“While appreciating the need
for de-colonisation, the content
in the revised Bill merely reflects
tokenism and ad-hocism,” an ex-
pert committee headed by
Karnataka Law Minister H K Patil
recommended to the Centre.
The 88-page report lists var-
ious provisions which it deems
incongruous. The report was
submitted to Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah on October 17,
2023 after which it was for-

= NEW]

' CRIMINAL

CODE

THE COUNTDOWN

warded to the Home Ministry.
While criminal law, including all

matters included in the Indian
Penal Code, is part of the
Concurrent List under the
Constitution, since law and or-
der is a state subject, states will
play akey role in the implemen-
tation of the new Sanhitas.
Separately, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin and West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee have written to Union
Home Minister Amit Shah, seek-
ing deferral of the implementa-
tion of the three new laws. As per
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

by the state government. He said
the state government would also
seek the Centre's support for
promoting millet farming, dis-
cuss issues related to minor irri-
gation and cold chain storage for
farm produce.

No such consultation meet-
ings with state ministers were
held in the last 10 years of the
BJP-led government. During the
last government, three crucial
farm sector laws were intro-
duced through an Ordinance in

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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NEET PAPER ‘LEAK’:
INDIA BLOC TO SEEK
DISCUSSION IN
PARLIAMENT

CBI ARRESTS TWO

FROM PATNA
PAGES 6,8

'Tracked from UK, how a sticky GPS device under

Haryana INLD chief’s car led to his murder

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

SUKHBIR SIWACH
CHANDIGARH, JUNE 27

ANAME uttered during an inter-
rogation in March this year —
that of wanted gangster Kapil
Sangwan — was the first clue
that there was more to the mur-
der of Haryana Indian National
Lok Dal (INLD) chief and former

Haryana
INLD chief
Nafe Singh
Rathee

MLA Nafe Singh Rathee than ini-
tially assumed. Nafe was gunned
down inside his SUV in
Haryana’s Bahadurgarh on
February 25.

The assumption proved to be
spot on, says the chargesheet

The spot where Nafe Singh Rathee was gunned down in
Haryana’s Bahadurgarh on February 25. Manoj Dhaka

submitted in a CBI court in
Panchkula on May 30. According
to the chargesheet, Kapil, one of
Delhi’'s most wanted gangsters
whois currently suspected to be
hiding in the UK, allegedly
tracked Nafe’s vehicle for days
before his murder with the help
of a portable GPS device that was
attached magnetically to his
Toyota Fortuner’s stepney (lo-
cated under the car).
The investigation so far by
the CBI, which took over the case
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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BJP should keep it. There will be
discussions onit,” the source said.

The Congress has been de-
manding that the Deputy Speaker
post go to the Opposition.

In the 17th Lok Sabha, the
post remained vacant while in
2014, AIADMK’s M Thambi Durai
was Deputy Speaker. During the
Congress-led UPA’s two terms,
the post was offered to the BJP

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

on forged papers: CBI

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

THE CENTRAL Bureau of
Investigation has sought permis-
sion from the Delhi Chief
Secretary to “investigate” a sen-
ior IAS officer for allegedly se-
lecting his wife for the post of a

postgraduate teacher (PGT) de-
spite her being “over age” and
submitting “forged teaching ex-
perience certificates”. Udit

Prakash Rai, a 2007 batch IAS of-
EXPLAINED ficer (AGMUT cadre), was the

Director (Education), Delhi from
ECONOMICS

August 2020 to October 2021.
CASE FORAFOOD “During enquiry, itis revealed
BUFFERPOLICY ro that Udit Prakash Rai, while

posted and functioning as

Director (Education)... in crimi-
nal conspiracy with the office
bearers of Management of
Schools run by the Delhi Tamil
Educational Association (DTEA)
and others got selected his wife
Shilpi Rai as PGT (postgraduate
teacher) Biology on the basis of
forged teaching experience cer-
tificates and thereby obtained
undue benefit for himself as well
as for his wife,” the CBI wrote to
Delhi Chief Secretary Naresh
Kumar earlier this month.

The agency said its “enquiry
has revealed prima facie com-
mission of cognizable offences...
and the competent authority of
CBI has approved registration of
aregular case in the matter”.
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Mandate for strong & decisive govt, historic steps this Budget: President

stood up to every challenge and
every test in the past decades.
Even when the Constitution was
in the making, there were forces
inthe world who wished India to
fail. Even after the Constitution
came into force, it was attacked
many times. Today is 27th June.
The imposition of Emergency on
25th June, 1975 was the biggest
and darkest chapter of direct at-
tack on the Constitution. The en-
tire country felt outraged. But the
country emerged victorious over
such unconstitutional forces as
the traditions of the Republic lie
at the core of India,” she said.

Murmu underlined that now
“the Constitution has also fully
come into force in that part of
India, our Jammu and Kashmir,
where the conditions were differ-
entdue to Article 370.” Thiswasa
reference to the extension of the
entire Constitution to J&K follow-
ing the abrogation of Article 370
in August 2019 that granted it
special status.

On the election mandate, the
President said, “At a time when
the aspirations of people of India
are at their highest ever, people
have reposed faith in my govern-
ment for the third consecutive
term. The people of India have full
faith that only my government
can fulfil their aspirations.
Therefore, this election of 2024
has been an election of trust in
policy, intention, dedication and
decisions: Trustinastrongand de-

cisive government; trust in good
governance, stability and continu-
ity; trust in honesty and hard
work; trust in security and pros-
perity; trust in government’s
guarantees and delivery, trust in
India’s resolve to be Viksit Bharat.”

“It is a stamp of approval for
my government’s mission of
service and good governance un-
dertakenin the past 10 years.Itis
amandate that the work of mak-
ingIndiaadeveloped nation con-
tinues uninterrupted and India
attains its goals,” she said.

“My government will present
its first Budget in the forthcom-
ing session. This Budget willbe an
effective document of the govern-
ment’s far-reaching policies and
futuristic vision. Along with ma-
joreconomicand social decisions,
many historic steps will also be
seen in this Budget.”

She also spoke for the EVMs,
which came under attack from
the Opposition during the elec-
tions, and congratulated the
Election Commission for the suc-
cessful conduct of the polls.

“The people of India have al-
ways demonstrated complete
trustindemocracy and expressed
full faith in the electoral institu-
tions. We need to preserve and
protect this trust to sustain our ro-
bust democracy. We must realise
that hurting the faith of people in
democratic institutions and the
electoral process s like cutting the
very branch on which we all are

e Chouhan to meet state ministers

June 2020, in the middle of the
Covid-19 pandemic. The laws
were later repealed.

While some ministries like
food organise conferences of state
ministers, these are different from
such one-on-one consultations.

Soon after he assumed office
onJune 11,Chouhan had said that
he would hold discussions with
all stakeholders, including state
agriculture ministers. “I am not
proud or arrogant that I know
everything, oronly the IAS officers
sitting in my office know every-
thing. Iam thirsty for knowledge.
Iwant to take the best from wher-
ever I can, for the welfare of agri-
culture and farmers,” he had said
on June 22.

Since taking charge, he has
met NITI Aayog member Ramesh
Chand as well as former
Agriculture Secretary Sanjay

Agrawal, who heads the 26-mem-
ber 'MSP panel’ that was set up af-
ter the farm laws were repealed.
Chand, a supporter of farm sector
reforms, is also a member of the
committee, whichis yet to submit
its report.

OnJune 21,Chouhanalso held
a video conference with the agri-
culture ministers of major states
producing pulses -- Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Bihar,
Karnataka and Telangana. Thelast
two states have Congress govern-
ments. Chouhan, who is staying
at the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR) cam-
pusin the Capital till he gets his of-
ficial accommodation, also met
the chief ministers of three states
-- Madhya Pradesh, Sikkim and
Goa -- during his first few days in
the ministry.
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sitting. We should collectively de-
nounce every attempt to under-
mine the credibility of our
democracy. We all remember
those times when ballot papers
were snatched and looted. Toen-
sure the sanctity of the electoral
process, it was decided to use
EVMs.The EVM has passed every
test, from the Supreme Court to
the people’s court, in the last few
decades,” she said.

She highlighted the Lok Sabha
election turnout in J&K: “A very
heartening aspect of this election
emerged from Jammu and
Kashmir. The Kashmir Valley
broke all records of voter turnout
of many decades. In the last four
decades, we had witnessed low
voter turnout amidst shutdowns
and strikes in Kashmir. Enemies
of India continued to spread false
propaganda at global forums,
projecting it as an opinion of
Jammu and Kashmir. But this
time, the Kashmir Valley has
given a befitting reply to every
such element within the country
and outside.”

Reaching out to thousands af-
fected by alleged exam paper
leaks leading to the cancellation
of UGC-NET, postponement of
CSIR UGC-NET and NEET PG,
Murmu said there will be a fair
probe and the guilty punished.

“It is the continuous endeav-
our of the government to provide
right opportunities to the youth
of the country to demonstrate

e Dy Speaker

and its MPs Charanjit Singh
Atwal and Kariya Munda be-
came Deputy Speaker in 2004
and 2009, respectively.

This time, BJP partners TDP
and JD(U) have maintained that
they will not demand the post.

OnWednesday, TDP national
spokesperson Pattabi Ram
Kommareddy told The Indian
Express: “We are not aspiring for
the post. We have made it very
clear.” The BJP too, he said, has
not approached the TDP to fill
the post.

Another top TDP leader said,
“From the beginning, the TDP
has not expressed its interest in
either the Speaker or the Deputy
Speaker post. We have left it
open to the other (NDA) allies,
thatis if they are interested.”

Sources in the Opposition
said the government has not
communicated anything to
them so far.

Asectionin the Congress s of
the view that a party MP should
be nominated if the post is of-
fered to the Opposition, but an-
other section thinks that the
Congress should offer the post to
its allies and create a positive
perception about the unity of the
INDIA bloc.

their talent. Whether it is compet-
itive examinations or govern-
ment recruitment, there should
be no reason for any hindrance.
This process requires complete
transparency and probity.
Regarding the recent instances of
paper leakin some examinations,
my government is committed to
a fair investigation and ensuring
strict punishment to the culprits.”

In an oblique reference to
Opposition attacks on the govern-
mentover the alleged paperleaks,
the President said, “Even earlier,
we have witnessed many in-
stances of paper leaks in different
states. It is important that we rise
above party politics and under-
take concrete measures nation-
wide. Parliament has also enacted
a strict law against unfair means
inexaminations. My government
is working towards major reforms
in examination-related bodies,
their functioning and all aspects
of the examination process.”

“Inthis era of communication
revolution, disruptive forces are
conspiring to weaken democracy
and create fissures in the society.
These forces are present within
the country and are also operat-
ing from outside the country.
These forces resort to rumour
mongering, misleading the peo-
ple and misinformation. This sit-
uation cannot be allowed to con-
tinue unchecked,” she said.

She disapproved of disrup-
tions in Parliament. “We all need

toalways remember that making
India a developed nationis the as-
piration and resolve of every citi-
zen of the country. All of us are re-
sponsible for ensuring that no
obstacles come in the way of
achieving this resolution.
Opposition of policies and ob-
struction of parliamentary func-
tioning are two different things.
When Parliament conducts its
business smoothly, when healthy
deliberations take place here,
when far-reaching decisions are
taken, then the people repose
confidence not only in the gov-
ernment but also in the entire
system. Therefore, [ am confident
thatevery moment of Parliament
will be fully utilised and publicin-
terest will be given priority.”

She also highlighted the
achievements of the Modi gov-
ernment over the last 10 years, in-
cluding its various welfare
schemes such as free ration for 80
crore people, Kisan Samman
Nidhi payments to farmers, an
18-fold jump in defence exports,
GST collections crossing Rs 2 lakh
crore for the first time this April,
construction of 4 crore PM Awas
houses, mostly allocated to
women, abolition of interviews
in recruitment to Group Cand D
posts in the Central government.
She made special mention of
women, youth, farmers and the
poor - four groups Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has been empha-
sising on - in this regard.

o Karnataka CID ﬁles chargesheet

visited Yediyurappa's residence
on February 2, 2024, for help in
seekingjusticeinan earlier case of
alleged sexual assault by arelative
on the girl. A police case was reg-
istered, and the case was trans-
ferred to the CID on March 15.

The chargesheet, filed inafast-
track court designated for POCSO
cases, comes a day before the
Karnataka High Court s set to hear
Yediyurappa's petitions seeking
anticipatory bail and quashing of
the FIR against him.

The minor’s family has also
filed a fresh plea in the HC alleg-
ing that the CID investigation was
not moving fast enough. Both the
cases are expected to be taken up
together on Friday.

At the last hearing on June 14,
the HChad directed the CID not to
take any “coercive steps”. “Heisno
Tom, Dick or Harry. He is not a
bandicoot. He is the former chief
minister of the state. Isit your case
that he will flee away from the
country by going to Delhi? So
many things are taking shape in
the political arena. He will come
back. Whatisitthathe willbe able
to do going to Delhi?” the single

judge bench of Justice S Krishna

Dixit had observed.
The CID told the HC that it has
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conversion activities or stood by
while mobs attacked them and
then arrested the victims on
conversion charges,” he said.
The section of the report on
India mentions how 10 of the 28
states have laws restricting re-
ligious conversions for all faiths.
Some of these states also im-
pose penalties specifically
against forced religious conver-
sions for the purpose of mar-
riage, it says. Christians and
Muslims were arrested under
laws banning forced religious
conversions, which, in some
cases, were used to harass and
imprison members of religious
minority groups on false and
fabricated charges or for lawful
religious practices, it says.
Referring to the BJP-led gov-
ernment’s proposal to enact a
Uniform Civil Code, it says:
“Muslim, Sikh, Christian and
tribal leaders and some state
government officials opposed

While Rai did not respond to
calls and messages seeking a
comment, his wife Shilpi Rai de-
nied any wrongdoing. “They are
involving my husband and me in
a false case. I have submitted the
correct documents during the re-
cruitment process. .. The adver-
tisement (for the teaching va-
cancy) came while my husband
was there (as Education Director),
but he was transferred in 2021,
and the hiring process started in
2022,” she said. “There was a va-
cancy and I fulfilled the criteria, so
[applied... My husband also en-
couraged me to apply if [wanted
to and as long as I met all the cri-
teria. Why can't the wife of an IAS
officer apply for a government
job? An enquiry is underway
now.” She said she joined as a
teacher in March 2022 and re-
signed in July 2023 due to per-
sonal reasons.

In October last year,
Lieutenant Governor V K Saxena

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

gathered evidence of the alleged
incident, including the minor's
statement under Section 164 of
the Code of Criminal Procedure,
statements of other witnesses,
and data retrieved from a cell-
phone on which the purported
evidence was recorded.

“The HC had said we cannot
take coercive steps but filing a
chargesheet is not a coercive step.
In fact, in POCSO cases, it should
be done soon,” an officer involved
inthe case told The Indian Express.

Yediyurappa has denied the
allegations and said he had helped
the mother and daughter in the
past. “There is no prima facie ma-
terial on record which discloses
that the petitioner has committed
the alleged offence of sexual as-
sault,” states his petition for
quashing the FIR. The former CM
has claimed that the case was po-
litically motivated and there was
over a month's delay in filing the
complaint. Yediyurappa will face
trial before a special POCSO court
inBengaluru. “The state preferred
the POCSO court since it is a ‘vic-
tim and offence centric’ court,
while the MP/MLA court is of-
fender centric,” the officer said.

WITHENSINPUTS FROM

e Blinken: Rise in hate speech

Rashtra.”.
The report says thatin 2023,
senior US officials continued to

mentions how

clothing in public spaces.

jected the report, saying it is
based on “misinformation and
flawed understanding”.
“Motivated and biased com-
mentary by some US officials
only serves to undermine fur-
ther the credibility of these re-
ports,” the MEA said last year.

had ordered the termination from
employment of seven teachers
from DTEA schools onallegations
of using forged documents, and
soughta CBlinquiry into their ap-
pointment. L-G House officials
had, atthe time, attributed the de-
velopment toarecommendation
by the Directorate of Vigilance.
According to the CBI note sent
to the Chief Secretary, “Udit
Prakash Rai approved the recruit-
ment of teaching/non-teaching
staff on 56 posts at DTEA schools
in Delhi on June 18, 2021. Shilpi
Rai, wife of Udit Prakash Rai, de-
spite being over age, applied for
the post of PGT (Biology) at DTEA
schools and submitted four
forged teaching experience cer-
tificates in supportof her applica-
tion. The said forged teaching ex-
perience certificates were got
attested by Udit Prakash Raifrom
his subordinate officer, informing
him that the same are genuine.”
“The statements of witnesses

e How 3 NDA speeches framed coalition, mandate

Compared to President Ram
Nath Kovind’s inaugural speechin
2019 and President K R
Narayanan’s in 1998, when Atal
Bihari Vajpayee came at the head
of a coalition government,
Thursday’s speech had telling
messages.

InPresident Murmu’s address,
the coalition phase has been re-
ferred to as a phase of “unstable
governments” that lasted “several
decades,” when “many govern-
ments, even if willing, were nei-
ther able to bring reforms nor take
critical decisions.” Mandate 2024,
she said, was a “decisive” one and
one of trust in “policy, intention,
dedication and decisions.”

Cut to 2019. The first address
of Kovind to MPs also used the ex-
pression “clear mandate” and
made no mention of the NDA or
coalition. The BJP has fallen short
of amajority by 32 seats this time,
while it was 31 seats above the
majority mark in 2019. When
Vajpayee had come to power in
1998 with a large NDA and a BJP
withjustabove 180 seats, the tone
of the Presidential address deliv-
ered by Narayanan was concilia-
tory.

Narayanan had said that there
was a need to rise above “notions
of majority and minority in the
House,” and workina spirit of “co-
operation, conciliation and con-
sensus. ..dialogue, debate and dis-
cussion will replace the narrow
antagonisms of the past.”

The text of 2019 speech used
the expression New India 21
times. This time, there is no men-
tion of “New India” in Murmu’s
speech. Her speech uses the term
“changing India” once, referring
to infrastructure development as
the new face of “changing India.”
Narayanan’s address had one ref-
erence to New India — one that
would be “free from insecurity,
hunger and corruption”.

In her speech, President
Murmu referred to the
Constitution 11 times - with five
of the references being about chal-
lenges to and the defence of the
Constitution over the decades,
particularly  during  the
Emergency.

Kovind in his speech to both
Houses Parliament on June 20,
2019, as the 17th Lok Sabha began,
referred to the Constitution eight
times, without referring to any
“attack” on the Constitution. In his
speech, the Constitution was cited
as providing “guidance for ensur-
ing social, economic and political
justice, as well as securing equal-
ity and liberty for all citizens.”

While Kovind had called for
one-nation, one-electionin 2019,
this reference was missing in
Murmu’s speech Thursday.
Significantly,a committee headed
by him has recommended a
roadmap for one nation, one elec-
tion, wherein the President would
issue notification of the ‘appointed
date’ from which the transition

e Karnataka report to Centre

a notification in the official
gazette, the three laws are set to
come to force on July 1.

“The replacement of the...
three Acts hasbeen done in haste
without adequate deliberations
and consultations. These enact-
ments are falling within List IIl -
Concurrent List of the
Constitution of India and hence
extensive consultation ought to
have been done with the State
Government. The States were not
given adequate time to express
their views and the new laws
were passed by the Parliament
without the participation of the
Opposition parties,” Stalin had
written to Shah.

On the title of the laws, the
Karnataka government cited
Article 348 of the Constitution
which states that legislation in-
troduced in Parliament must be
in English. Stalin also flagged the
Constitution, objecting to the use
of Sanskrit words in the title.

Patil, speaking to The Indian
Express, said the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita aims to suppress anti-
government voices since its pro-
vision could potentially render a
hunger strike a crime. “The rigor-
ous form of Satyagraha or hunger
strike is of great significance in
India’s freedom history. It played a

' major role in our Independence
BENGALURU |
- freedom, hunger strike has been
- atool to caution the wrongdoings
- of the governments. It is unfortu-
. nate that this category of attempt
theinitiative on the ground that |
it was part of a project to turn |
the country into a Hindu |
- violation of fundamental rights
- and denigrating the philosophy of
- Satyagraha,” he said.

raise concern about religious |
freedom with their Indian |
counterparts. Among other |
countries, the report says blas- |
phemy laws in Pakistan can |
help foster a climate of intoler- |
ance and hatred thatcanleadto |
vigilantes and mob violence. It |
several |
European countries have laws |
that ban some forms of religious |
- suicide, was made virtually re-
In the past, India has re- |

movement and after attaining

to commit suicide is not decrimi-
nalised. This design of prohibiting
the voice of the publicamounts to

Section 226 of BNS states that
“whoever attempts to commit
suicide with the intent to compel
orrestrainany public servant from
discharging his official duty shall
be punished with simple impris-
onment fora term which may ex-
tend to one year, or with fine, or
with both, or with community
service.” In the IPC, Section 309,
which criminalised attempt to

dundant through introduction of
the Mental Health Act, 2008.

The report also said that the
revamped Codes should have ad-
hered to the principles of “strict
construction and maximum cer-
tainty” in defining the provisions.

While the BNS prescribes
“community service” as a new

during the enquiry has shown
that Rai used his influence over
the members of the Staff
Selection Committee to ensure
selection of his wife,” it states.
“The witnesses have confirmed
that Rai used his influence over
officers of Zone 19 of Directorate
of Education to ensure that grants
in aid for release of salary of his
wife is cleared without much
scrutiny of the documents.”
“The management of DTEA
schools awarded 9 marks for ex-
perience to Shilpi Rai despite the
fact that the last pay certificate or
certified copy of pay bill register
were not enclosed by her along
with aforesaid forged experience
teaching certificates submitted by
herwith the application,” it states.
According to the CBI, “investi-
gation into the role of Rai” is re-
quired “to confirm the... facts”.
Apart from Shilpi Rai, the CBI's
preliminary enquiry also focused
on the appointment of five other

form of punishment for certain
offences including criminal
defamation, the law does not de-
fine community service. Experts
have raised concerns that this
leaves vast discretion with judges.

“India is a secular country
with people from various reli-
gions, castes, creed, culture etc. If
the term community service is
not defined and a blanket power
is conferred on the law imple-
menting agency, such a power
may cause damage to the inner
feelings, personal reputation and
social status of a person against
whom the punishment of com-
munity service would be im-
posed. Inabsence of any such def-
inition, the possibility of
controversies arising over sen-
tencing cannot be overlooked. For
effective implementation of alter-
native modes of punishment
such as community service,
defining the same and giving il-
lustrations for community serv-
ice as sentences are needed,” it
said.

In the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), the law
that seeks to replace the Code of
Criminal Procedure, Section
173(3) gives a police officer 14
days toconduct a preliminary en-
quiry to determine whether a
prima facie case exists before reg-
istering an FIR. This is in contradic-
tion with Section 154 of the CrPC
and the SC's mandate in the land-
mark 2013 rulingin Lalita Kumari
vs State of Uttar Pradesh that po-
lice must mandatorily register an
FIRif the information received dis-
closes any cognizable offence.

The report also questioned
the exclusion of Section 377 of the
IPCas declared by the SC after de-
criminalising homosexuality. The
BNS does not contain the provi-
sion, which is invoked in case of
sexual assault where the victimis
male. The report said the rape
provision must be gender-neutral
to ensure legal remedy for male-
rape. “Sexual assault on male
adult in India is not uncommon.
Even the male adults are vulner-
able to sexual crimes especially
while they were detained in pris-
ons or while they were temporar-
ily staying with co male adults in
institutions like boys hostels,
working men hostels etc,” it said.

It also recommended intro-
ducing a new provision to crimi-
nalise insult to the national flag,
national anthem and also
Mahatma Gandhi.

teachers. The agency’s prelimi-
nary enquiry registration report
states that “the verification of ex-
perience certificates submitted by
these candidates was not done
properly”. It states that the ap-
pointments are “malafide and it
might be possible that the ap-
pointments may have beendone
in collusion with the manage-
ment, candidates and staff of
Directorate of Educationinlieu of
extraneous considerations”.

Raiis currently under suspen-
sion. In April last year, the
Vigilance department had issued
a showcause notice to him for al-
legedly demolishing a 15th-cen-
tury monument and building a
new government accommoda-
tion in its place to move in when
he was Delhi Jal Board CEO.

The CBI has also sought per-
mission for an investigation
against Sharad Kumar Verma, the
then deputy education officer; R
Raju, honorary secretary, DTEA,;

begins, and this would be the date
of thefirst sitting of the Lok Sabha.
However, there was no mention
of simultaneous elections this
time.

Kovind’s speech thanked the
Election Commission for the suc-
cessful conduct of the elections
but Murmu made a specific men-
tion of the controversy over elec-
tronic voting machines (EVMs),
which some Opposition leaders
had raised questions about.

Kovind’s 2019 speech had no
direct attack on the Opposition,
only saying that people in 2014
had elected a government with
absolute majority after three
decades, “in order to take the
country out of a sense of gloom
and instability”. This time, the
President, without naming the
Congress, cited the Emergency,
and added that the good turnout
inthe Lok Sabha polls showed that
Jammu and Kashmir had given a
befitting reply to “enemies” of
India “within the country and out-
side.”

Narayanan’s speech was con-
ciliatory in this regard. He said,
“Oursisamulti-party democracy
in which constructive dialogue,
consultation and cooperation be-
tween the ruling and the
Opposition parties are essential
for evolving a broad platform of
national consensus. The govern-
ment will, therefore, strive for
evolving a consensus mode of
governance as far as practicable.”

e Haryana killing

on March 5, revealed that Nafe’s
shooters followed his car for three
days, allegedly based on GPS in-
formation shared by Kapil. The
probe says the shooters stayed in
touch with Kapil over Signal,
Facebook and WhatsApp for three
months to plan the murder.

While the chargesheet does
not mention who fitted the GPS
tracker on the SUV, it states that
the device was purchased by an
“unknown person” fromashopin
Delhi’s Dwarka on February 7. The
probe has alsorevealed thatafake
Aadhaar card in the name of a
Bihar resident was used to activate
the device. From February 8 to
March 2, the probe has revealed,
Kapillogged in to view the GPSlo-
cation of Nafe’s vehicle from a UK-
based IP address.

While the chargesheet names
four NCR residents — Aashish,
Sachin, Atul and Nakul — as the
shooters, Dharmender from
Rohtak and Amit Gulia from Delhi
stand accused of conspiring with
Kapil to murder Nafe. While
Ashish, Sachin and Dharmender
are in custody, Amit was already
injail in another case.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
Nafe’s son Jitender Rathee said,
“The police told me that a mag-
netic GPS device was attached to
the car’s stepney.”

Sachin and Ashish, who were
arrested from Goa on March 4,
told the Haryana Police’s SIT that
“they killed the former MLA on
Kapil Sangwan's directions”.
According to the CBI, the conspir-
acy was hatched in November
2023 but the motive is unknown.
The investigation has revealed
that the twoalleged conspirators,
Dharmender and Amit, were in
Tihar jail in November 2023, but
Dharmender came out on
November 11, 2023. He told the
police that Kapil instructed him to
purchase agetaway car. Probe also
mentions that accused shooter
Atul, who is on the run, provided
pistols to two other shooters.

Footage dated February 24
from CCTV cameras installed at
Nafe’s house and the street shows
the getaway carand one of the ac-
cused shooters talking on the
phone. Though the shooters al-
legedly started following Nafe
from February 23 onwards, they
failed to find an opportunity to
carry out the hittill the evening of
February 25, when the former
MLA's vehicle stopped at arailway
crossing.

e Need to probe if Delhi ex-education director got wife a teacher job on forged papers: CBI

and Govindavel Harikrishnan,
principal, DTEA Senior Secondary
School, Moti Bagh.

Rajuwas unavailable for com-
ment. Harikrishnan, when con-
tacted, said, “The entire selection,
examining, verification process s
done by school management... |
am just a principal of one school,
Iamnotinvolved inany process. ..
Iwas in the selection committee,
that is why I think the name has
come, but I have nothing to doin
the entire process... I just follow
directions given by the manage-
ment and the department.”

Verma said, "I have already
given my statement to the inves-
tigating agency in March... I told
themIdid not arrange any forged
document for anyone... It (the
document) was (from) 11 years
ago and I had to countersign the
experience certificateissued by a
school... I forgot to mention the
zone number... I will cooperate
with the investigating officials...”
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Anti-NTA stir day 2: Jantar Mantar
sees detentions and lathicharge

SOPHIYAMATHEW
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

POLICE LATHICHARGED mem-
bers of the Indian Youth
Congress (IYC) protesting against
the National Testing Agency
(NTA) at central Delhi's Jantar
Mantar, leading to a sudden es-
calation on Thursday afternoon.

There was a stampede-like
situation when a few from
among the protestors climbed a
water tanker at the site. After
several warnings to demonstra-
tors to stand down, police re-
sorted to a lathicharge, alleging
that they were attempting to
jump barricades.

Meanwhile, a peaceful
demonstration by several stu-
dent organisations including All
India Students Association
(AISA), Krantikari Yuva
Sangathan (KYS), Disha and
Bhagat Singh Chhatra Ekta
Manch (BsCEM) continued at
the site and later in the evening.
The student bodies had started
their indefinite strike at the
venue on Wednesday when they
were detained by the police.

The main demands of the
demonstrators included the
scrapping of NTA, the resigna-
tion of education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan and call-
ing for re-conducting the NEET
forall.

Donkeys were also sighted at
the protest demonstration by the
IYC bearing placards such as

On claim over
‘out-of-syllabus’
question in
NEET, Delhi HC

seeks NTA’s
response

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JUNE 27

THE DELHI High Court has sought
a response from the National
Testing Agency (NTA) aftera peti-
tion was moved by a candidate
who appeared for the National
Entrance cum Eligibility Test
(Undergraduate) or NEET (UG)
exam. In his plea, the petitioner
claimed that there was an "out-
of-syllabus question"in the med-
ical entrance exam.

Asingle-judge bench of Justice
Dharmesh Sharma in its June 24
order granted two weeks to the
counsel appearing for the NTA,
Centre or Union of India(Uol),and
the National Medical Commission
(NMCQ)tofile their respective affi-
davits.

"Learned counsels for respon-
dents No.1 to 3 (NTA, NMC and
UQI) are present on advance no-
ticeand arequestis made to grant
time tofile a short affidavit. Let the
same be filed within two weeks
from today,” the High Court said.

Even as the petitionerisa "suc-
cessful candidate™, the plea claims,
the student was compelled to ap-
proach the HC as his overall rank-
ing has been adversely affected.

The plea claims one question
inthe Physics section of the paper
was based on radioactivity, which
is not part of the new syllabus
(NEET-2024).

With respect to another ques-
tion, the pleasoughtadirectionto
declare that only one of the op-
tions was correct.

The main demands at both sites include the scrapping of
NTA. Abhinav Saha

“Dr.gadha’ (Dr.donkey)”, “Modi
hai toh mumkin hain, abki baar
719 (If Modi is there, then 719 is
possible)” among others.

Vikas Yadav, IYC national
chairman who led the demon-
stration, said, “Hundreds of our
protestors have been detained
and are at different police sta-
tions. Our President was also ar-
rested...With regard to the con-
tinuation of protests we will hold
discussion after the release of
our members and after that de-
cide the next move.”

Shivangi Mishra,18, the main
petitioner for a plea filed in the
Supreme Court on June 1 over
the alleged NEET exam paper

leaks along with nine other NEET
aspirants who sat for her second
attempt this year, said things
would only become clear by the
end of the month.

It would only be after on June
30, when the results of the 813
students who reappeared for the
NEET-UG examinations will be
announced, she said, that assess-
ing the co-relation of rank infla-
tion and grace marks would be-
come clear. “What was the point
of releasing the results
early...why was not the NEET-
UG examination cancelled even
after the exam paper leak allega-
tions?” she asked. Anjali, 23, a
postgraduate student in Delhi

Work on film city
near Noida airport
expected to ‘begin
in four-five months’

DHEERAJMISHRA
NOIDA, JUNE 27

IN A step towards the develop-
mentof anInternational Film City
near Jewar Airport, Yamuna
Expressway Industrial
Development Authority (YEIDA)
and Bayview Bhutani Film City
Private Limited, a newly formed
special purpose vehicle (SPV) led
by producer Boney Kapoor and
construction giant Bhutani Group,
signed a concessionagreementon
Thursday.

With this, Kapoor said, the
construction on the project will
start in 4-5 months and the film
city will be made functional in
three years. The Film city will
come up in YEIDA's Sector-21,
along the Yamuna Expressway
and around 4 km from the up-
coming Noida International
Airportin Jewar.

Dr Arun Vir Singh, CEO, YEIDA,
saiditis abigday for the residents
of Uttar Pradesh. “It was envi-
sioned two-and-a-half-years ago
and is coming to fruition today.
Film city is an integral part of the
all-round development of the
area, which will also have an air-
port, Indian Railways, Metro,
Expressway, Pod Taxi, Rapid Rail
and OrbitRail. Thereisalsoaded-
icated freight corridor here. There
could not have been a more suit-
able place for Film City. There is a
complete ecosystem here,” said
Singh after signing the agreement.
Filmmaker Kapoor said that he

Delivery boy stages a
robbery to repay debt

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JUNE 27

ON JUNE 23, around 2.50pm, a
PCR call alerted Shaheen Bagh po-
lice station of a robbery. Sonu
Kumar (24), who worked as a de-
livery boy for a popular e-com-
merce platform, told police he had
been robbed at gunpoint by two
men who forced him to hand over
Rs 22,000 that he had received in
cash after delivering different
parcels during the day.

During investigation, police
identified the registration num-
ber of the vehicle used in the rob-
bery and reached one Jai Kumar
(26),aresident of Karera Village in
Mohan Nagar in Ghaziabad.

There was a twist to the case,

though. On checking]Jai's personal
details, police were shocked to
find that Sonu and Jai shared the
same father and address. Itwas ul-
timately revealed that they were,
in fact, brothers, and had staged
the robbery along with a cousin,
Vikas Kumar (19).

Police said that Sonu revealed
during questioning that he had
takenRs 50,000 fromafriend and
needed money to repay the loan.

Police have arrested the trio
and recovered the stolen money;,
along with a toy gun used in the
crime. “Jaiand Vikas came to the
spot on a motorcycle and robbed
Rs 22,000 cash from him. The re-
maining Rs 55,000 was trans-
ferred by Sonu to another person
torepay hisdebt,” said Rajesh Deo,
DCP, South East Delhi.
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Boney Kapoor-led firm
signed a concession
agreement, on Thursday.
Express

wants to give more to the society
through the project.

“Recently, during visits to
London and Los Angeles, | had
the opportunity to inspect nu-
merous studios and observe the
latest technological advance-
ments in their construction. Our
endeavour will be to begin the
shooting of the film after build-
ing one floor only, so that we feel
that the film city has started. This
will show the world that the film
city has commenced. Our effort
will be to give more than what
we take,” he said while address-
ing the media along with Ashish
Bhutani, the CEO of Bhutani
group, after signing the agree-
ment. On January 30, 2024,
Bayview Projects LLP, a firm
backed by Kapoor along with the
consortium of two other firms
won the bid for the development
of International Film City.

University hailing from Bihar,
gave her second attempt in the
NET examination this year and
was present at the protest site.

She said, “NET was the main
hope inmy fight for freedom and
financial independence. The first
response I got from family after
the integrity of the NTA was
questioned was to come back
home which indirectly signalled
a dead-end for my education.
Now, I have nothing to show to
them and they have also lost the
trust in system.”

She claimed that she has not
missed a single protest in the city
by the student organisations
since the protests erupted across
the country over alleged irregu-
larities.

Anjali explained, “We have
nowhere to go. Our future is in
darkness... I am even consider-
ing to go for law studies. I have
participated in an indefinite
protest since yesterday for the
NTA to beimmediately scrapped
also for the resignation of
Dharmendra Pradhan who has
proved to be so incompetent.”

Meanwhile, activists of the
National Students Union of India
(NSUI)also barged in the NTA of-
fice, raising slogans calling for its
closure.

The Delhi Police said a case
had beenregistered in the matter
against these students under var-
ious sections, including obstruct-
ing a public servant, assaulting a
public servant and tresspassing
among others.

Dalit man shot
dead in full
public view in
Faridabad village

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, JUNE 27

A DALIT man was shot dead and
another sustained severe injuries
inaclash between two groups on
Wednesday night in Faridabad,
police said.

According to police, the inci-
dent took place around 8 pm on
Wednesday at Fatehpur Billoch
village in Faridabad when a man,
identified as Devendra, was shot
dead by a group of people.

An FIR has been registered at
the Ballabgarh Sadar police station
on the complaint of Devendra’s
cousin Sundar Lal. In the com-
plaint, Lal said Devendra was go-
ing towards the market when a
group of men, identified as Om
Prakash, Shiv, Dheeraj, Dilip,
Krishna, Dhruv, Mangeram,
Shamsher Singh, Jagdish alias
Chhotu, Laxman and their rela-
tives, attacked him.

“When they shot him,a crowd
gathered in the area. They were
firing relentlessly. Despite this, Om
Prakash, his sons, and their associ-
ates continued firing, using
casteist slurs while shooting.
During the incident, abullet struck
Babulal in the jaw, and he was
hospitalised in critical condition,”
the complaint stated.

Police said they received acall
from the police control room in-
forming them that there had been
a shooting in Fatehpur Billaunch.
Upon this information, a team
reached the village. Though
Devendrawas taken to Sarvodaya
Hospital, he succumbed to his in-
juries, police said. No arrests have
been made yet in the case.
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PHDCCI Annual Awards for Excellence were instituted in 1997 to recognize Indian
businesses, entrepreneurs and individuals for their outstanding achievements and
contribution in specified areas.

_— S -

l'_:-rn
=)

The Jury for PHDCCI Annual Awards for Excellence comprises of very eminent and
accomplished persons of the country who select the Awardees after a thorough
examination of all applications through a rigorous third party evaluation process and
audit. The Awardees are decided based on their overall contribution to the economy
by way of their corporate achievements/ growth and the promoters’ individual
merits in achievements.
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(O PHDCCI Outstanding Entrepreneur Award (General Category) - Individual

O PHDCCI Qutstanding Entrepreneur Award (MSME Category) - Individual
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O PHDCCI Outstanding Contribution to Social Welfare Award - Cor
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DIALOGUE AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION OF DELHI

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

IN YET another move that esca-
lated the tension between the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) Delhi
government and Raj Niwas,
Lieutenant Governor VK Saxena
on Thursday approved the tem-
porary dissolution of its policy
think tank, the Dialogue and
Development Commission
(DDCD) of Delhi.

Alleging that the aim behind
its creation was “only to extend
financial benefits” and patron-
age to “certain favoured political
persons” at the “whims and fan-
cies” of Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, the L-G also approved
the removal of the Commission's
non-official members till a
mechanism was developed for
screening and selection of do-
main experts as its vice-chair-
man and members as per the
rules.

The Delhi government
termed Saxena's decision “ille-
gal, unconstitutional and with-
out jurisdiction”, adding that it
will challenge his order in the
courts. The AAP government
said the DDCD comes under the
jurisdiction of the Delhi Chief
Minister and only he has powers
to take action on its
members.

“Ostensibly, the Commission
was created to serve as a policy

— BRIEFLY —
‘Suicide bid’ at
Metro station

New Delhi: A man
jumped in front of an ap-
proaching metro train at
Hauz Khas Station on
Thursday afternoon, po-
lice said. The man sus-
tained head injuries and
bruises on the left side of
the body and was trans-
ported to AIIMS Trauma
Centre. Heis currently on
life support. CCTV footage
from the Metro station
showed the injured per-
son jumping from plat-
form number 1 onto the
tracks at approximately
2:14 PM as a train ap-
proached. “Efforts are be-
ing made to identify the
injured man,” said DCP
Metro Ramgopal Naik.

Rapeaccused
held in Bihar

New Delhi: A man was
nabbed from Bihar's
Muzaffarpur for raping a
woman in February, po-
lice said Thursday. The
woman filed the com-
plaint with the police on
June 22, after months of
allegedly being black-
mailed with the videos of
the assault. The victim
said the accused and his
two friends invited her to
his house and forced
themselves upon her,and
recorded the act on video.
ENS

PROJECTS THE DDCD WAS INVOLVED IN

Delhi's Rozgar Bazaar
portal: An employment

July 2020 as an emergency

support job seekers and
employers hit by lockdown

One Delhi app: Asingle
app equipped with features
tracking live location of
public buses with route
map, contactless ticketing,
journey planner, info on EV
charging points

Delhi EV Policy 2020 :
Launched in 2020, the

linkages platform created in

response during Covid-19 to
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Delhi L-GV K Saxena; CM
Arvind Kejriwal

policy aims at mass
adoption of electric vehicles
to reduce vehicular air
pollution in Delhi

Faceless Transport
Services: The DDCD
assisted the transport

department in digitising 33
services

Rozgar Budget: The Rozgar
Budget, with employment
generation at the centre of
the annual Budget for the
city across sectors, was
conceptualised by DDCD

Green Delhi mobile app :
DDCD participated in the
panel set up to ensure time-
bound implementation of a
unified grievance redressal
system for all air pollution
related complaints in

Delhi

think-tank manned by domain
experts, on the lines of the
Planning Commission/NITI
Aayog, so as to provide inputs of
governance...It was not meant to
accommodate favoured individ-
uals, unelected friends or politi-
cally partisan people,” Saxena
stated in his note on the matter.

The DDCD was established in
February 2015, and the positions
of its Vice-Chairperson and Non-
official Members were to be co-
terminus, or coinciding with the
term of the incumbent

government.
Though these positions,

. =

Saxena noted, started out as
honorary they were later con-
verted into “highly paid and
perked positions” with the rank,
pay and facilities of the Vice-
Chairperson equivalent to a
Delhi government Minister and
those of non-official members to
a Secretary to the Government
of India.

“...these positions were ini-
tially made honorary in nature
to facilitate appointments solely
on political considerations. As
such, no transparent process of
identification, screening and se-
lection of suitable candidates

During the rainfall in Noida on Thursday. Gajendra Yadav

had been then framed,” Saxena
stated, adding that these were
“arbitrary” and made without
following due process, render-
ing them void ab-initio.

“The incumbent Vice-
Chairperson...has already been
restrained to function on the
post due to his political activities
and Shri Arvind Kejriwal,
Chairman DDCD is in a judicial
custody in a money laundering
case...the continuation of non-
official Members...drawing huge
salaries is not only undesirable
but also patently illegal...it is a
blatant and clear case of nepo-
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L-G dissolves Delhi govt’s think tank;
illegal, will approach court, says AAP

tism and favouritism in utter dis-
regard of all rules...” he added,
giving his nod for rescinding the
appointment orders of the
body's non-official members.

Responding to the move, the
AAP government alleged that
Saxena's sole purpose in dissolv-
ing the DDCD was to “stop all the
works of Delhi government”,
adding that it had been consti-
tuted in April 2016 following due
approval by the then L-G.

“In brazen disregard of exist-
ing rules and laws as well as de-
cisions of his predecessors, L-G
Saxena acting in collusion with
officers of the Services
Department, has chosen to ex-
ceed the jurisdiction of his office
and tried to usurp the powers of
the elected Chief Minister of
Delhi by taking action on DDCD,”
the government said.

“Itis categorically stated that
the appointment process for
Vice Chairperson and Members
of DDCD is similar to the process
followed for public commissions
in all state governments across
India, including in BJP govern-
ments,” it further stated.

“The sole purpose of L-G's il-
legal order is to stop all works
and policy reforms being carried
out by the Kejriwal Government.
In the process of hating the
elected government under CM
Arvind Kejriwal, LG Vinai Saxena
has started hating the people of
Delhi,” it added.
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Monsoon likely to hit Delhi by weekend

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JUNE 27

Monsoon is expected to hit Delhi
and adjoining areas by the end of

this week, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said on Thursday.

After the maximum tempera-
ture remained above 40 degree
Celsius for40 straight days till june
21, the advance of monsoon has
brought a massive respite to the
national capital.

"This year, there has been no

significant delay in the onset of the
monsoon. It is expected in two-
three days. The humidity is also
normal, as of now, as the temper-
ature has also come down.
Humidity is only a concern when
the temperature s high," IMD sci-
entist RKJenamani said.

Delhirecorded nine heatwave
daysinJune.

According to officials, a heat-
wave is declared when the maxi-
mum temperature in at least two
stations in an area goes above 45
degree Celsius; or is above 40 de-
gree Celsius and atleast4.5 degree

Celsius above normal.

On Thursday, rain lashed sev-
eral parts of the city, which caused
waterlogging and traffic snarls.
The IMD stations at Palam, Lodhi
Road and Ridge recorded 17.6
mm, 9.6 mm and 6.2 mm of rain,
respectively, as of 5:30 pm.

The maximum temperature
in the national capital dropped
two notchesbelow normalat35.4
degree Celsius and the minimum
temperature was also close tothe
season’s normal at 28.6 degrees,
said the weather department.
Humidity levels oscillated be-

tween 61 and 82 per cent, as
recorded at the Safdarjung base
station, said officials. The temper-
ature is further expected to drop
by three-four degrees by the end
of this week in Delhi.

Monsoon is likely to advance
over Northwest India in the next
two-to-three days while heavy
rain is expected across multiple
states, said the weather depart-
ment. Heavy rain is expected in
Delhi on Sunday and Monday.

Till Sunday, the national capi-
talislikely to see a cloudy sky with
moderate rain.
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In MCD House, AAP, BJP

clash over water crisis

SAMANHUSAIN
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

INTHE first meeting of the House
after the Lok Sabha elections, the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) Thursday witnessed an
uproar as members of ruling Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) and the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
clashed over the water crisis in
the city among other issues.

Chaos started soon after Mayor
Shelly Oberoi came to the House
and BJP councillors objected to
her arriving an hour late. Amid
the uproar, several important
agendas were postponed or with-
drawn. BJP councillors staged a
demonstration outside the House
after the adjournment. The party
leaders were seen carrying
earthen pots and chanting slo-
gans like “Ab toh ye spasht hai,
Kejriwal bhrasht hai... (Now it is
clear that Arvind Kejriwal is cor-
rupt)” and “Paani do bhai paani do,
Kejriwal paani do (Give us water,
Kejriwal)."

Leader of Opposition, BJP’s
RajaIgbal Singh said, “People are
suffering due to the shortage of
water. Soon, there will be another
issue due to excess water as
drains have not been desilted
evenas monsoonison the brink...
the AAP has not laid any new
pipelines in Delhi, and sewage
water isreaching homes through
broken pipes,” Singh said.

Leader of the House, AAP’s
Mukesh Goel said, “Ever since our
government came into power,
the BJP has not acted like a re-

In Noida, man
electrocuted;

2 linemen hurt
during repairs

NEETIKAJHA
NOIDA, JUNE 27

AMANwhowasdrenchedinrain
died of electrocution on Thursday
in Noida after he accidentally
placed his hand near a trans-
former and it caught fire, alleged
his family. The incident happened
around 9 am, about 100 metres
from his house. His family has ac-
cused the electricity department
of negligence and filed a com-
plaint, said police. The body has
been sent for autopsy.

Identified as Umesh Sharma(35),
the man ran his own cyber cafe.
His sister Sangeeta Sharma told
The Indian Express that the street
in the area near their home was
flooded due to rain. “An electric
transformer (in the area) was not
barricaded and he placed his hand
near the transformer while re-
turning from the temple. The
transformer caught fire, he was
electrocuted and he fell in water,”
she said. An executive engineer
with the electricity department,
pleading anonymity, said that the
man fell far from the transformer
after he was electrocuted.

In another incident, two line-
men were injured while repairing
an electric pole in Sector 9. They
were later hospitalised. "Anujand
Nitin are employed with the Uttar
Pradesh Power Corporation
Limited (UPPCL). The accident oc-
curred around 9 pm when they
were repairing the pole in I-72 of
Sector 9 and someone turned the
feeder on," said an official.

‘WHEN MY CHILD WAS STOLEN, I HAD THOUGHT I WOULD NEVER SEE HIM AGAIN...I WAS IN A LOT OF PAIN’

Stolen from Delhi pavement, sold to Bihar home, toddler reuinted with mother

PRAGYNESHAND
ARNABJITSUR
NEW DELHI,JUNE 27

THISIS atale of two mothers, two
homes — one under the open sky
inNew Delhi, the otherinavillage
in Bihar — and one stolen child.

The first mother is Poonam,
from whose arms the child was
taken away the night of June 14
when they slept on the pavement
outside the Tagore Garden Metro
station. After five days of search by
a six-member team of anti-nar-
cotics squad, scanning footage
from scores of CCTV cameras, the
child was found in the arms of a
woman in Sitamarhi.

That woman, Shobha Devi, is
now in jail for paying Rs 3 lakh so
that she could be mother to the
child. And, at the small, shifting

patch of their home, back at the
metro station, a family has been
reunited.

“It was around 3 - 3.30 (am)
that night. I was sleeping here,”
Poonam says, pointing towards a
worn-out sofa lying on the pave-
ment. “My son...one-year-old boy
.. was sleeping on my arm.
Suddenly, I felt someone was
pulling the child... By the time I
woke up, I saw a man running
with my child,” she recalls. “I ran
after him. I couldn't catch
him...there was another man
waiting for him on a motorcycle
and they fled away..1 kept on cry-
ing for help. I wept but there was
noone to help.”

Poonam is 25. She has four
children: two boys and two girls
— the oldest is an 8-year-old boy.
Her husband Govardhan, she says,
died some time ago. “One night he

coughed and coughed and then
died... he was addicted to drugs,”
she says. “Till he (husband) was
alive, we used to rent a small
jhuggiinfront of the (Guru Gobind
Singh)hospital. Now I can't afford
the rent. We live here on the pave-
ment now”. Poonam says she
“sells old clothes and occasionally,
balloons” to feed her family.
“When my child was stolen, | had
thought I would never see him
again...I was in a lot of pain. You
know how we are treated by peo-
ple..nobody helps. I had no hope
but I went to the police. That was
the only thing I could do. I am
happy I went there.”

Poonam rushed to the Rajouri
Garden police station. “They lis-
tened to me. They asked me what
happened and wrote my com-
plaint and told me not to worry,”
she recalls. The police say that

The child was abducted on June 14. Abhinav Saha

Poonam approached them at
5am.

The Deputy Commissioner of
Police (West), Vichitra Veer, was
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immediately informed. A team of
five police officials — Inspector
Anuj Yadav, Sub Inspector Manish,
Head constable Dinesh,

Constables Kashi Ram and Vikas
—led by Assistant Commissioner
of Police (ACP) Raghuveer, was
formed.

Lone clue: A Splendor
motorcycle

The police had only one clue:
the child traffickers had fled on a
motorcycle. “The footage of
around 100 CCTV camerason the
road that the kidnappers had
taken was carefully scanned.
Every frame was checked,” a po-
lice officer said. “We wanted to
identify the motorcycle used in
the crime. We saw a black
Splendor. Its number plate was
partially visible in the footage and
on the basis of four numbers
(8893) that we could make out,
we made another move. We ze-
roed in on almost 400 motorcy-
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At the MCD House on Thursday. Anil Sharma

sponsible Opposition even in a
single meeting. They do not allow
us to hold any discussions.”

Congress councillors criticised
the AAP and the BJP for the dis-
ruption in the House. Congress's
Farhad Suri emphasised upon the
urgency of addressing public
healthissues, “With the arrival of
monsoon, soon there will be
dengue and malaria cases, but the
desilting has not been completed.
We support politics but not at the
cost of people,” he said.

Naziya Danish of the Congress
said, “The main task of the MCD
is to ensure sanitation, but even
thatisn’t taking place.”

There are 250 elected council-
lors in the MCD. Of these, 134 are
from the AAP, 104 are from the
BJP, which also has the support of
an Independent councillor, tak-
ing their number to 105. Nine are
from Congress and the rest are
Independents.

Suspension of
four officers
ordered

New Delhi: A few days af-
ter taking over the office,
MCD Commissioner
Ashwini Kumar ordered
the suspension of four of-
ficials, alleging they were
involved in signature for-
gery and differential
treatment when it came
to implementation of
laws.

In an office order dated
June 26, the commis-
sioner has ordered the
suspension of four offi-
cers of the building de-
partment from the Karol
Bagh Zone. ENS

Gurgaon: 2-year-old boy
crushed by speeding car

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, JUNE 27

A TWO-YEAR-OLD boy playing
outside his father's shop with his
sibling was killed after a car ran
over himin Gurgaon’s DLF Phase
3 on Thursday;, police said.

According to police, the inci-
dent took place around 1 pm.
The boy, Jigar Saini, was run over
by a white Brezza while he was
playing with his four-year-old
sister.

His father Krishna Malakar,
who hails from Bihar's
Samastipur, said, “I was at my

shop. Both my children were
playing near the iron staircase in
front of the shop. I saw a white
car approaching at high speed. |
signalled to the driver to stop,
but he did not. The car ran over
my son. The driver then tried to
flee, but people around caught
him. He identified himself as
Sunny, a resident of Nathupur,”
the complaint stated.

The victim was rushed to a
hospital where the doctor de-
clared him dead.

Police have filed an FIR
against Sunny at DLF Phase 3 po-
lice station but his arrest is yet to
be confirmed.

Ensure no shortcoming in
Gurgaon’s cleanliness: CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, JUNE 27

HARYANA CHIEF Minister Nayab
Singh Saini on Thursday in-
structed officials to ensure no
shortcomings in the cleanliness
of Gurgaon. He announced that
he would inspect the cleanliness
arrangements in the city next
week.

This comes weeks after Chief
Secretary TVSN Prasad an-
nounced solid waste exigency in
the city.

At the grievance redressal
committee meeting, he ad-
dressed 19 out of 20 complaints,
with instructions to take action
in one case by the next meeting.
He directed the officials to trans-

cles with the help of the traffic
control room.” He said that the
process to identify the motorcy-
cle took more than40 hours. “We
found that the black Splendorwas
registered in the name of a resi-
dent of (neighbouring)
Karampura. He told us that his
bike is used by his son Manish
Kumar Guptawholivesin Narela,”
the police officer said. DCP Veer
immediately dispatched a police
team and Gupta was arrested.
The police questioned Gupta
and he spilled the beans. “Manish
revealed that he and Mohit Tiwari
from Gonda (UP) abducted the
child and sold him to Shobha Devi
from Sitamarhi in Bihar,” the po-
lice officer said. “Shobha Devi had
been married for 15 years but did-
n't have a child. She was desper-
ate. She used to work in the Tagore
Gardenarea so she knew Manish.

o .

. .+ CMSaini
(i :\ l

fer Mayfield Garden Society in
Sector 51 to the Municipal
Corporation within a week.
Additionally, he ordered the at-
tachment of the builder’s prop-
erty for not paying the corpora-
tion's fee.

Saini also flagged off 50 new
electric vehicles for door-to-door
garbage collection.

In a bid to avoid single-use
plastics, the CM inaugurated
cloth bag vending machines
from where citizens can make a
purchase by paying Rs 10.

Manish and Mohit told her that
they can arrange a child for Rs 3
lakh. She readily agreed. Manish
and Mohit had planned the ab-
duction and had asked Shobha
Devi to wait at New Delhi railway
station. Once they stole the child,
they went straight to the railway
station and handed him over to
Shobha Devi who took him home

in  Sirsian  village in
Sitamarhi.”
The team of West Delhi's Anti-

Narcotics didn't waste any time.
Four members of the teamrushed
to Sitamarhi. Around 4.30am on
June 16, the police teams raided
the house where Shobha Deviand
her husband Shiv Shankar Pandit
lived. “We knocked on the door
and Shobha's husband opened
the door. We rushed inside,” the
police officer said. “The child was
sleepingin her arms”.
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Congress workers caught in a bee attack at party chief
Mallikarjun Kharge’s house in New Delhi, Thursday. P11

‘STING’ OPERATION

THIS WAS one ‘sting’ no journalists wanted to be a part of.
During the meeting of INDIA bloc floor leaders at Congress
chief Mallikarjun Kharge’s residence Thursday evening, an at-
tack by a swarm of bees forced Congress workers as well as
journalists to run for cover. Just when mediapersons were en-
tering the premises to cover the meeting, some Youth
Congress members were seen running towards them trying
to evade the bees. Those who could find a cloth to cover them-
selves managed to escape the attack; the others, including se-
curity personnel and journalists, were not as lucky. Sources
said a beehive on a tree in the lawn of Kharge’s residence was
perhaps disturbed, leading to the bee attack.

Amid sentence
remission row,
Pinarayi suspends
prison officials

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JUNE 27

KERALA CM Pinarayi Vijayan
Thursday ordered the suspension
of three prison officials for seek-
ing a probation report from the
state police to give remission to
three convicts who were awarded
double life terms in the 2012 TP
Chandrasekharan murder case.

Prison joint superintendent KS
Sreejith and his two subordinates,
all posted at the Central Jail,
Kannur, where the convicts are
currently lodged, were suspended.

Central prison authorities in
Kannur on June 13 sought a pro-
bation report regarding 56 pris-
oners, including the three con-
victs in the murder of CPI (M)
rebel leader Chandrasekharan.

Soon after the list caused up-
roar, Kerala Speaker AN Shams-
heer Monday told the Assembly
there was no plan to give remis-
sion for TK Rajeesh, KK Muha-
mmed Shafiand S Sijith, all mem-
bers of the gang involved in the
murder. Any move to remit their
sentences would have contra-
vened KeralaHC's February order,
which had enhanced the life sen-
tence to double life term.

CLOSE ALLIES

THE BONDING between ‘UP ke do ladke’ — Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi and SP chief Akhikesh Yadav — has been talked about
ever since the two parties made a remarkable comeback in the
Lok Sabha elections in Uttar Pradesh. On Thursday, the IMPs got
aglimpse of their friendship when Rahul entered the Lok Sabha
chamber for the Presidential address. Akhilesh, who had made
his senior party colleague and Faizabad MP Awadesh Prasad sit
in the front row, took a seat in one of the back rows. On not find-
ing himin the front row, Rahul, whois now the Leader of the Op-
position, asked his party colleagues about the SP chief. Eventually,
Akhilesh was persuaded to sit in the second row behind Rahul.

(SREEN PLEDGE

UNION AGRICULTURE and Rural Development Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan seems to be on the path of creating a unique re-
cord. Chouhan has planted over a dozen saplings in the national
capital since he assumed office on June 11, as part of his pledge
to plant a tree every day. These saplings, mostly mangoes, have
been planted at the Indian Agricultural Research Institute, Pusa
campus,and Madhya Pradesh Bhawan in Chanakyapuri. Onone
or two occasions, Chouhan was joined by his deputy Bhagirath
Chaudhary in planting saplings. Whenever the BJP leader goes
to another city, he plants a sapling there. Last week, Chouhan
went to Bhopal where he planted a sapling at the BJP office.

After Maharashtra setback, BJP

likely tomake P

SHUBHANGI KHAPRE
MUMBAI, JUNE 27

POST THE Lok Sabha election set-
back, the BJPis set to give Pankaja
Munde what she has long de-
sired - a stake in state politics.
Having failed to win a single seat
in the Marathwada region, the
partyis planning to bring the OBC
leader to the House via the
Legislative Council, followed by
aministerial post, sources said.

The eldest of three daughters
of the late Gopinath Munde, the
BJP’s most prominent OBC face
in Maharashtra once, Pankaja
has never hidden her displeas-
ure at her “sidelining” in the state
unit since the rise of Devendra
Fadnavis. Having given her arole
in the party national organisa-
tion, the BJP this time gave
Pankaja a ticket for the Lok Sabha
polls only after realisation sunk
in of the ground beneath it slip-
ping, both on account of the
Maratha quota protests and the
counter-OBC mobilisation.

The ticket from Beed to

Manipur BJP chief
meets Shah in
Delhi, discusses

current situation

New Delhi: The BJP’s Manipur
state chief A Sharda Devi met
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah Thursday to discuss the
current situation in the ethnic
strife-hit state.

“Met Hon’ble Home Minister,
Mananiya Shri @AmitShah ji, for
an extensive discussion on the
current situation in Manipur.
Conveyed people’s aspirations
and urged immediate attention
to bring permanent solution and
tranquillity to state, while appre-
ciating ongoing efforts. Additio-
nally, highlighted the need for
resettling internally displaced
persons...,” she wrote on X.

Shah, she said, assured her
the Centre was committed to ful-
filling people’s aspirations. ENS

Pankaja Munde lost from
Beed in Lok Sabha elections.

Pankaja was at the cost of her sis-
ter Pritam, a two-term MP from
the seat. While Pankaja lost, the
party is now set to ensure an
MLC win for her, said sources.

A highly placed source in the
BJP said, “The state core commit-
tee leaders, including Deputy CM
Fadnavis, have recommended the
candidature of Pankaja Munde for
MLC and Cabinet berth in the
Eknath Shinde-led government.
The central leadership has also
givenits consent.” MLC elections
for 11 seats in Maharashtra will
take place on July 12.

Reduced to nine Lok Sabha

seatsin Maharashtra, from 23 in
2019, the BJPrealises the need to
rethink its strategy ahead of the
Assembly elections. Crucial toits
fortunes remains projecting a
strong face that can consolidate
its traditional vote base among
the OBCs. Not only does Pankaja
fill that gap, the Mundes addi-
tionally are Vanjari (OBC) faces
from Marathwada, the hotbed of
the Maratha quota stir.

The BJP has an OBC face in its
state president Chandrashekhar
Bawankule, who is a Teli from
Vidarbha. But empowering an
OBC face in Marathwada is ex-
pected to pay off more dividends,
apart from the clout that the
Munde name still commands.

A senior BJP functionary said
the party had two options. “First
was to nominate Panjaka for a
Rajya Sabha seat from the state
quota, to be followed by her in-
duction in the Union Cabinet-led
by Narendra Modi. The second op-
tion was to make her MLC and a
Cabinet minister in the Mahayuti
government in Maharashtra.”

With the Assembly polls the

ankaja minister

most pressing agenda, it was felt
that Pankaja could be used more
fruitfully in state politics.

In 2019, Pankaja had con-
tested the Assembly polls from
Parli seat in Beed, but lost to her
cousin and NCP candidate Dha-
nanjay Munde. In 2020, she was
appointed national secretary
and made co-incharge of
Madhya Pradesh, even as her fol-
lowers openly talked about how
she should have continued
working in Maharashtra politics.
Pankaja too talked about prefer-
ring to work in Maharashtra.

In 2023, Dhananjay was
given the Agriculture portfolio
after he sided with Ajit Pawar in
NCP split. This strengthened ap-
prehensions among Pankaja’s
supporters that the state BJP was
determined to sideline her.

Sources said the Cabinet will
go in for an expansion after the
MLC polls. At present, the gov-
ernment has 29 ministers, in-
cluding the CM and two Deputy
CMs. The permissible strength
for Council of Ministers is 43,
that leaves 14 vacant berths.

Never faced political pressure
from govt in 24 yrs as judge: CJI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

ALLAYING APPREHENSION of
any interference of the legisla-
ture, CJI D Y Chandrachud has
said he never faced any political
pressure from any government
in his 24-year stint as a judge.
Responding to a question
during a session organised by
the Oxford Union, he said judges
inIndia are trained to decide dis-
putes inamanner that allows for
courts to decide on the basis of
settled traditions based on con-
stitutional scheme as opposed to
the passions of the moment.
“Political pressure, in the
sense if you ask me in the sense
of pressure from the govern-

MHA to states: Hold awareness
events on penal laws on July 1

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

WITH ONLY a few days left for
the three new criminal laws —
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, and Bharatiya Sakshya
Act — to come into force on July
1, Union Home Secretary Ajay
Bhalla has directed all the States/
UTs to organise an event inform-
ing about the key features of the
law across all the police stations
on the same date, The Indian
Express has learnt. So far, over
5.65 lakh police, prison, foren-
sics, judicial and prosecution of-
ficials have been trained to im-
plement the new laws.

Earlier, Bhalla had held back
to back meetings Tuesday and
Wednesday with all the Chief
Secretaries of UTs and the DGPs
of states to review the progress
for implementation of the laws.
“During the meeting, he islearnt
to have asked all the DGs to or-
ganise an event in every police
station inviting at least 100 peo-
ple and informing them about
the key features of the new
laws,” an official familiar with
the matter said.

On June 22, Bhalla had writ-

ten to all the states/UTs, request-
ing that a state-level event may
be organised on July 1 by the
State/UT Forensic Sciences
Directorate.

The MHA is also expected to
issue a gazette notification soon
after deciding on the delegation
of powers under relevant sec-
tions of the new laws for better
discharge of duties and func-
tions, a source said.

On Wednesday, Bhalla took
note of the presentations of all
the UTs where the participants
shared the number of training
events conducted, details of the
ongoing training and their tar-
gets. “For capacity building, the
Bureau of Police Research and
Development (BPR&D) has de-
veloped training modules and
shared them with all stakehold-
ers. BPR&D also conducted 250
training courses/ webinars/ sem-
inars in  which 40,317
officers/personnel have been
trained,” the sources said.

The ministries of women
and child development, rural
development and the Panch-
ayati Raj have undertaken dis-
semination of the laws through
webinars in which nearly 40
lakh grassroots level functionar-
ies participated, Bhalla was in-
formed, a source said.

Refrain from
protest against
new laws: BCI to
lawyers’ bodies

New Delhi: The Bar Council of
India (BCI) Wednesday appealed
to all Bar Associations to refrain
from any form of protests against
the three criminal laws.

“After careful consideration
of these demands and concerns,
the Bar Council of India requests
all Bar Associations to refrain
from any form of agitation or
protest at this juncture,” the BCI
said inits June 26 press release.

The B(ClI said it would initiate
discussions with the Centre
through Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and Law Minister
Arjun Ram Meghwal to convey
legal fraternity’s concerns.

Saying that Bar Associations
signalled intent to engage in in-
definite agitations unless the
laws are suspended and sub-
jected to a discussion, including
acomprehensive review by Par-
liament, BCl added several provi-
sions of these laws were being
perceived as “anti-people, more
draconian than colonial-era laws
theyintend toreplace”. ~ ENS

After objections, Gujarat board revises para
on Buddhism in Class 12 Sociology textbook

PARIMALDABHI
GANDHINAGAR, JUNE 27

FOLLOWING OBJECTIONS by
Buddhists and their organisa-
tions over alleged false depiction
of Buddhism in a Class 12 Soci-
ology textbook issued by Gujarat
State Board of School Textbooks
(GSBST), the latter has replaced
the “controversial” paragraph
and instructed all district educa-
tion officers to ensure that stu-
dents are taught the revised one.

The Buddhists had objected to
the textbook’s claims that the re-
ligion has two levels - upper level
comprising elites and lower level
comprising marginal groups — its
religious teacher is known as
‘Lama’,and that it believesinrein-
carnation, among others.

The GSBST Wednesday issu-

ed a circular - a copy of which is
available with The Indian Express
—which has been sent to district
education officers along with the
new paragraph in Gujarati, Eng-
lish, Hindi, Marathi and Urdu.

The controversial paragraph
was part of a chapter on “Indian
Culture and Community”.

The paragraph read, “Like
Sikhs, the portion of the followers
of Buddhism is also meager in
India. Most of them live in Maha-
rashtra. Theyalsoreside in north-
west India and in Arunachal
Pradesh. Buddhism had a consid-
erable spread in India at the time
of the emperor Ashoka. Buddhism
has three branches, namely,
Hinyana, Mahayana and Viraj-
yana. It has two levels. The upper
level of Buddhism includes Brah-
mins, Kshatriyas, and certain eli-
tes, while the lower level consists

of the tribals and marginal groups
converted to Buddhism. Sarnath,
Saanchi and Bodhigaya are impor-
tant centers of Buddhism. Their
religious teacher is known as
Lama. Their religious places,
known as Buddhist temples, have
'wish wheel'. Tripitaka is their
scripture and they believe in
karma and reincarnation.”

The revised paragraph in
English, as attached with the cir-
cular, read: “The religion of Tath-
agat Buddh (a word of Dhamma-
Pali language) is global. Today,
followers of Buddhism in India
and Gujarat are in notable num-
ber. The three importanteventsin
the life of Siddhartha Gautam
Buddha, namely birth, Sambodhi
(absolute knowledge)and Maha-
parinirvana (someone who has
attained nirvana in his lifetime
and after death) happened at

Lumbini, Bodhgaya and Kushin-
agar, respectively. Sheel (moral-
ity), Samadhi (a state of medita-
tive consciousness) and Pragya
(understanding of the true nature
of phenomena)are the essence of
Buddhism. Sufferings, imperma-
nence and Anatm (non-self) are
three fundamental concepts of
Buddhist philosophy. Buddhism,
though not believing in uncha-
ngeable and eternal soul, believes
inkarma and reincarnation.”
“Followers of Buddhism are
considered as equals as there in
no distinction of caste or class
among them. The mainaim of the
Buddhism is to get rid of suffer-
ings and achieve nirvana. Tripitika
is the main book of Buddhism.
Lumbini, Kushinagar, Shravasti,
Rajgrih, Vaishali, Kousambi and
Sankisa are major places of pil-
grimage...,” itadded.
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Many of the cases we decide
involve intense societal
impacts: CJI Chandrachud

ment, [ would tell you thatin the
24 years thatI have been a judge,
I have never faced a sense of po-
litical pressure from the powers
that be. Some of the democratic
traditions that we follow in India
include that we lead lives which
are isolated from the political
arm of the government.

“If you mean ‘political pres-
sure’in a broader sense of a judge
realising the impact of a decision
which may have political ramifi-
cations, obviously, judges have to
be conversant of impact of their
decisions on the polity at large
when you are deciding constitu-
tional cases. That is not political
pressure [ believe,” the (JI said.

Talking about the “social
pressure”, he said, “Many of the
cases we decide involve intense
societal impacts. As judges, | be-
lieve it is our duty to be cognizant
of the impact of our decisions on
social ordering which we are ul-
timately going to affect.”

Acknowledging the issue of
pendency, (]I said the judge to
population ratio in India is
among the lowest in the world.

Bengal Speaker seeks
President’s help to
end deadlock over
MLAS’ swearing-in

| P

ENS & PTI
KOLKATA, JUNE 27

WEST BENGAL Assembly Spe-
aker Biman Banerjee Thursday
wrote to President Droupadi
Murmu seeking her intervention
to resolve the impasse concern-
ing the oath-taking ceremony of
two newly elected TMC MLAs.
The controversy over the
venue for the swearing-in cere-
mony of the two MLAs —
Sayantika Bandyopadhyay and
Rayat Hossain Sarkar — escalated
when the legislators refused to
take oath at Raj Bhavan as di-
rected by Governor CV Ananda
Bose and instead staged adharna
at the Assembly complex on
Wednesday. The two MLAs con-
tinued their dharna on Thursday.
“I have written to the
Honourable President and
sought her intervention into the
matter so that she can speak to
the Governor and end this im-
passe. What is happening regard-
ing the swearing-in of the MLAs
is unacceptable. We hope to get
justice,” the Speaker told PTI.
The letter to the President
came hours after CM Mamata
Banerjee on Thursday said Bose
has no right to prevent the
process. Mamata alleged she has
received complaints from
women who claimed they felt
unsafe going to the Raj Bhavan af-
ter reports of certain activities
were reported from there.
“Nearly a month has passed
but my MLAs — Sayantika
Bandyopadhyay and Rayat
Hossain Sarkar — are unable to
take the oath. The Governoris ob-
structing them from doing so. Itis
the people who have elected
them, not the Governor. He can-
not deny them the right to take
the oath,” Banerjee told media-
persons at the state secretariat.
“Why must everyone go to
Raj Bhavan? The Governor can
authorise the Speaker or Deputy
Speaker, or attend the Assembly
himself. Women have informed

Governor CV Ananda Bose
with President Droupadi
Murmu at Rashtrapati
Bhavan on Thursday. P11

me they are afraid to visit Raj
Bhavan due to recent incidents
reported there,” she added.

Meanwhile, Baranagar MLA
Bandyopadhyay, who along with
Bhagabangola MLA Sarkar sat on
the dharna before the BR
Ambedkar statue in the Vidhan
Sabha complex, said she was
“scared” togo toRaj Bhavan to take
oath as a public representative in
the backdrop of molestation alle-
gations against the Governor by a
woman Raj Bhavan staff member.

“We want the Governor to
come to Assembly and conduct
the oath-taking ceremony or he
candesignate the Assembly Spea-
kerto do the same. We respect the
chair of the Governor. We do not
know whether what happenedin
RajBhavanis true or false, but itis
a fact that we are scared to go
there,” said Bandyopadhyay.

The two MLAs demanded
that Bose enable them to per-
form their duties as legislators by
facilitating the oath-taking cere-
mony in the Assembly.

Earlier, the Governor had in-
vited the two MLAs, who were
elected in the recent bypolls, to
take the oath in the Raj Bhavan
Wednesday. However, they de-
clined the invitation, claiming
that convention dictates that in
the case of bypoll winners, the
Governor assigns the Speaker or
the deputy Speaker to adminis-
ter the oath.
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Rahul meets Speaker, PM is in denial, making President

says could’ve avoided
Emergency reference

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

LEADER OF Opposition in Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi Thursday
met Speaker Om Birla and told
him he could have avoided the
reference to Emergency in his
speech Wednesday, the
Congress said.

Congress MP and General
Secretary in charge of
Organisation K C Venugopal
said: “It was a courtesy call. The
Honourable Speaker declared
Rahul Gandhi as the Leader of
Opposition officially today. After
that, the LoP (Rahul) met the
Honourable Speaker... So, we dis-
cussed many things about
Parliamentary functioning. Of
course, this issue also came up.
Rahul ji said it could have been
avoided by the Speaker... That is
clearly a political reference and
could have been avoided.”

A debate had erupted in the
Lok Sabha Wednesday between
the government and the
Congress as Birla, after taking
charge as Speaker, read out ares-
olution condemning the impo-
sition of Emergency in 1975. He
also mentioned atrocities by the
Congress and former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi during

Nadda is made
Leader of House
in Rajya Sabha

Nadda on Thursday. ANI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

HEALTH MINISTER Jagat Prakash
Nadda was appointed leader of
the House in the Rajya Sabha on
Thursday, the first day of the
264th session of the Upper House.

"Shri Jagat Prakash Nadda
has been appointed as the
Leader of the House in the
Council of States,” Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar announced,
amid thumping of desks.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was also present in the
House when the announcement
was made.

The BJP had earlier decided
to appoint Nadda as the leader
of the House and the same was
conveyed to the Rajya Sabha.

TR
-B_; Congress
@ MPKC

Venugopal

that period. Congress members
rushed to the Well of the House
as Birlaread the statement, call-
ing for a two-minute silence af-
ter it, even as members of other
Opposition parties stood in their
place. The House was adjourned
amid the chaos.

Meanwhile, Venugopal
Thursday wrote to Birla saying
his reference to Emergency in his
acceptance speech was “deeply
shocking” and “unprecedented”.

The letter said: “Yesterday...
at the time of offering felicita-
tions on your election as Speaker
Lok Sabha, there was a general
camaraderie in the House...
However, what followed there-
after...inregard to declaration of
Emergency half a century ago, is
deeply shocking. Making of such
a political reference from the
Chair is unprecedented in the
annals of history of Parliament.
This coming from the Chair as
one of the 'first duties' from a
newly elected Speaker assumes
even graver proportions.”

PRES

read lies: Kharge on joint address

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

CONGRESS CHIEF Mallikarjun
Kharge said Thursday that listen-
ing to President Droupadi
Murmu’s address to the joint sit-
ting of Parliament “written by
the Modi government, it seemed
asif Modijiisin a perpetual state
of denial”.

The people have rejected PM
Narendra Modi’s “400-plus slo-
gan” and “kept BJP away from
the figure of 272, which Modiji is
unable to accept”, Kharge said in
apostonX. “That'swhy heis pre-
tending that nothing has
changed, but the truthis that the
people of the country had asked
for change,” he said.

Kharge said: “Overall, Modiji
is making a futile attempt to gar-
ner some applause by making the
Honourable President read lies,
which the people of India have re-
jected in the 2024 elections”.

Although Kharge said he will
give a detailed response in his
speechinRajya Sabha, his poston
X said that “whitewashing will
not work in the NEET scam”. “In
last 5 years, out of 66 recruitment
exams conducted by the NTA,
Paper Leaks and Massive Rigging
have happened in 12 exams, due
to which more than 75 lakh youth
have been affected,” he said.

ENT ARRIVES

The President’s Bodyguard escorts President Droupadi
Murmu to Parliament for her joint address to both Houses

on Thursday. P11
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Cong’s Rahul Gandhi and Mallikarjun Kharge during President Murmu’s address. ANI

“The Modi govt cannot run
away fromiits responsibility by just
simply saying that ‘we should rise
above partisan politics’,” he said.

“There is no mention of 5
mainissues even once in the en-
tire address,” he said. He claimed
that “prices of essential food
items have skyrocketed”, “food
inflation has been more than
8.5% for 4 months”, “the prices of
atta, dal, tomatoes, onions, milk
- everything is painstakingly
high and household savings are
at the lowest level in 50 years.
But the word ‘inflation’ is miss-
ing from the entire speech.”

On Manipur violence, he

said: “221 people have lost their
lives in the violence... 50,000
people are still homeless. The
flames of violence have now
spread to peaceful districts like
Jiribam, while extortion and kid-
nappings have increased in the
Imphal Valley and other areas.
But the BJP CM is still shame-
lessly clinging to his chair.”

On “horrific train accidents
and the plight of passengers in
trains”, Kharge said that the
“Modi Govt did not mention the
West Bengal train accident in the
President’s written speech”. On
terror attacks in J&K, he said
“Modi Govt has endangered our

National Security, with 2,262 ter-
ror attacks in Jammu and
Kashmir in the last 10 years, re-
sulting in the loss of life of 363
civilians and 596 soldiers”. “In
the last few years, there have
been targeted attacks on
Kashmiri Pandits, but the Prime
Minister is singing the false tune
of ‘Naya Kashmir’,” he said.

Alluding to “rising atrocities
on Dalits, Adivasis and
Minorities in BJP-ruled states”,
Kharge said that “during elec-
tions, Modi’s speeches have re-
peatedly confirmed the fact the
BJP/RSS's ideology is only to di-
vide the society.”

Sanjay Singh’s RS suspension
revoked, panel holds him guilty

JATINANAND
& NIKHILAHENRY
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

RAJYA SABHA Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar has revoked Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP)leader Sanjay
Singh’s year-long suspension
from the Upper House, a state-
ment said Thursday.

A House panel report, how-
ever, found Singh breached
Parliamentary privileges by “de-
liberately disregarding” the Rajya
Sabha Chairman’s directions,
making a “deliberately mislead-
ing statement in the House” and
“casting aspersions on the then
Leader of the House”.

The Parliamentary Privileges
Committee also said that Singh,
who had issued an “uncondi-
tional apology” on June 26 this
year, had suffered sufficient pun-
ishment.

The action against the AAP
leader came on July 24 last year
amid escalating frictions in
Parliament between the govern-
ment and the Opposition, which
was demanding a statement by
PM Narendra Modi in the House
on the Manipur violence.

As Thursday’s announce-

AAP leader Sanjay Singh
protests against the ‘misuse
of CBI and ED’, in Parliament
on Thursday. P11

ment came, Singh, along with
INDIA bloc ally Samajwadi Party,
was protesting against Delhi CM
Arvind Kejriwal’s arrest by the
CBIin the liquor policy case.
Rajya Sabha Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar, who had an-
nounced Singh’s suspension last
year, said in a statement
Thursday: “The Committee,
while holding Shri Sanjay Singh
guilty of breach of privilege of the
Council in all the cases, recom-
mended that the Member has al-

ADANISLOGANS:NO
ACTION AGAINST MPs

New Delhi: The Parliamentary
Privileges Committee has
found that 12 Rajya Sabha
members (including Sanjay
Singh), who had raised slo-
gans against alleged stock
manipulation by the Adani
group, violated parliamen-
tary privileges in February
last year. The panel, however,
let them off the hook, asking
eight of them who are still
Rajya Sabha members not to
“indulge in such misconduct
in the future”. ENS

ready suffered sufficient punish-
ment for the transgression.”
Dhankhar said he has re-
voked Singh’s suspension with
effect from Wednesday, June 26.
The Parliamentary panel re-
port said that before apologising,
Singh had made efforts to “jus-
tify and obfuscate” his actions.
Earlier in the day, the AAP an-
nounced that it would boycott
the President’s address in protest
against the Centre’s “dictatorial”
action against the AAP convener.

Row over Jai Samvidhan slogan in LS, Birla chides Cong’s Deepender Hooda

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

A ROW erupted in Lok Sabha
Thursday after Congress MP
from Thiruvananthapuram
Shashi Tharoor ended his oath
with “Jai Hind, Jai Samvidhan”
and Speaker Om Birla told him
he was “already swearing upon
the Constitution”.

After Birla’s remark, Congress
member Deepender Hooda said:
“Ispe aapko aapatti nahi honi
chahiye (You shouldn’t have an
objection to this).”

Birla replied: “Kispe aapatti
ho, kispe nahi ho salah mat diya
karo. Chalo baitho (Don’t tell me
whatIshould object to and what
Ishouldn’t object to. Now sit).”

Following the episode,
Congress General Secretary

")

Shashi Tharoor with Om
Birla after taking oath. P11

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra asked if
one cannot say “Jai Samvidhan”
in Parliament.

She posted on social media
site X: “In the Parliament, those
in power were not stopped from
raising unparliamentary and un-
constitutional slogans. But an
objection is raised when an
Opposition MP says ]Jai
Samvidhan. The anti-constitu-
tion sentiment that emerged

during the elections has now
taken a new form, which seeks
to weaken our Constitution.”
She added: “The constitution
by which the parliament func-
tions, the constitution by which
every member takes oath, the
constitution by which every citi-
zen gets protection of life and
livelihood, will that same consti-
tution be opposed now to sup-
press the voice of the opposition?”

After Tharoor raised the slo-
gan, leaders on the floor of the
House also shouted “Jai
Samvidhan”.

Following the oath, Tharoor
shook hands with Speaker Birla,
who said: “Samvidhan ki shapath
toh le hirahe hain. Yeh Samvidhan
ki shapath hai. (You are already
taking an oath on the
Constitution. This is an oath on
the Constitution).”

Why Akali Dal rebels are gunning for Sukhbir Badal

NAVJEEVAN GOPAL
CHANDIGARH, JUNE 27

EVER SINCE the Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) was ousted from
power in Punjab in 2017 after
two successive terms, its presi-
dent Sukhbir Singh Badal has
been facing dissension in the
party. A section of Akali Dal lead-
ers have periodically questioned
Sukhbir's leadership as well as
the Badal family's control over
the party. Three weeks after the
SAD’s debacle in the Lok Sabha
elections, the simmering discon-
tent in the party flared Tuesday;,
when a group of senior party
leaders passed a resolution to
seek Sukhbir’s resignation.

Whatled to the revolt ?

In the multi-cornered battle
in the recent Lok Sabha polls in
Punjab, the Akali Dal, contesting

separately from its erstwhile ally
BJP, faced another rout as it man-
aged to win just one seat out of
13 as against the Congress's
seven and the ruling Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP)'s three, with the re-
maining two seats won by
Independent candidates — radi-
cal preacher Amritpal Singh
from Khadoor Sahib and
Sarabjeet Singh Khalsa (son of
Indira Gandhi assassin Beant
Singh) from Faridkot.

Ex-MP  Prem  Singh
Chandumajra, once-loyalist
Sikander Singh Maluka, former
SGPC president Jagir Kaur, and
other prominent Akali faces held
a meeting in Jalandhar, which
passed a resolution demanding
Sukhbir step down.

The premises of the SAD
rebels' huddle, which belonged to
Barjinder Singh Hamdard of the
Ajit group of newspapers, hasalso
triggered abuzz about Hamdard's
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SAD president Sukhbir
Singh Badal. P1ifile

possible role, although a senior
Akalileader ruled it out.

How is this rebellion
different?

Akali veterans Sukhdev Singh
Dhindsa and late Ranjit Singh
Brahmpura were among the first
group of party leaders who had
come outinopen against Sukhbir
after the party’s debacle in the

2017 Punjab Assembly polls,
when the Congress clincheditand
returned to power. While
Brahampura returned to the SAD
in the run-up to 2022 Punjab polls,
Dhindsa followed suit ahead of
the recent Lok Sabha polls.

The current revolt, however,
seems to be more organised and
larger in scale with several Akali
leaders including Chandumajra,
Maluka and Gurpartap Singh
Wadala joinng Dhindsa
and Jagir Kaur todemand
changes in the party’s
leadership. The rebels
alsoinclude leaders from
the families of several |

EXPLAINED

lieve have stopped supporting
the party.

Who are key dissidents?
Chandumajra, who lost the
Lok Sabha election from
Anandpur Sahib, has been upset
over the SAD's statement that a
resolution “reposing full faith” in
Sukhbir's leadership had been
passed in the core committee
meeting held after the poll rout.
Maluka, who had
signed the expulsion of
Jagir Kaur in November
2022 as the chief of the
@ | SAD'S disciplinary
panel, was removed

Akali stalwarts who have

died, such as Master Tara Singh,
Gurcharan Singh Tohra, Jagdev
Singh Talwandi and Surjit Singh
Barnala. They have announced
“Akali Dal Bachao Muhim” (Save
Akali Dal campaign) to reconnect
with those Sikhs who they be-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

from his post recently.
His daughter-in-law Parampal
Kaur Sidhu contested on the BJP
ticket from Bathinda in the Lok
Sabha polls. While Maluka
stayed away fromit, he putouta
video ahead of the polls praising
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Who are backing Sukhbir?
Several staunch loyalists of the
Badal family - including former
Rajya Sabha MP Balwinder Singh
Bhunder, party spokesperson
Daljit Singh Cheema and senior
party leader Maheshinder Singh
Grewal - are among the SAD lead-
ers who have continued to rally
behind Sukhbir's leadership.

How is SAD crisis playing out?
The Badal family'sloyalists are
blaming the BJP for the SAD's cri-
sis. Harsimrat has called the rebels
alleged “stooges” of the BJP.
Several state leaders of the
Congress as well as the BJP believe
that the SAD plays a “pivotal role”
in checking the emergence of the
Sikh radicalism in the sensitive,
border state. They say that due to
aweakened Akali Dal, Sikh “hard-
liners” like Waris Punjab De chief
Amritpal Singh and Sarabjeet
Singh Khalsa wonin the LS polls.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

INDIA bloc to

seek discussion
on NEET in both

Houses today

g -

NCP(SP) leaders Sharad Pawar and Supriya Sule arrive for
ameeting of INDIA bloc floor leaders at Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge’s house in New Delhi on Thursday. P11

ASAD REHMAN
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

A MEETING of the INDIA bloc
floor leaders was held at
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge’s residence to discuss the
Opposition’s strategy for the
forthcoming sessions of the Lok
Sabha, with sources saying that
the Opposition is set to raise the
demand for a discussion on the
NEET-UG examination row on
Friday.

“We will raise a demand to
hold a discussion on the NEET-
paper leaks issue in the Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha through
adjournment motions on Friday.
Then, on Monday we will hold a
protest outside the Parliament
building against the misuse of
CBI-ED and other central agen-
cies for targeting Opposition
leaders, and arresting elected
representatives. These two
things were the main takeaways
from the meeting,” said a senior
leader who was part of the
meeting.

“The protest will also include
the issue of arrest of chief min-
isters in Opposition-ruled states

like Jharkhand and Delhi,” added
the leader.

Speaking to The Indian
Express after the meeting,
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) leader Bikash Ranjan
Bhattacharya, said, “The main is-
sue discussed there was that we
will seek a discussion on the
NEET issue on Friday in the
Parliament.”

The meeting at Kharge’s res-
idence was attended by Leader
of Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi, party chief
Kharge, NCP (SP) president
Sharad Pawar and MP Supriya
Sule, TMC's Derek O'Brien, AAP’s
Sanjay Singh, Shiv Sena (UBT)’s
Sanjay Raut and Arvind Sawant,
Communist Party of India
(Marxist)’s Bikash Ranjan
Bhattacharya, and DMK leader
Tiruchi Siva, among others.

A Congress leader present at
the meeting said that the discus-
sion was the first one after the
election of the Speaker in Lok
Sabha. “The aim of the meeting
was to identify the key issues re-
lated to the people. We have for-
mulated the strategy for the next
four-five days in the Parliament,”
said the leader.

SP MP wants Sengol
removed from LS,
BJP calls it ‘insult

to Tamil culture’

LALMANIVERMA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

SAMAJWADI PARTY MP R K
Chaudhary'sdemand for removal
of the Sengol from the Lok Sabha,
calling it a symbol “rajdand/raj-
tantra (monarchy)”, has become
the latest flashpoint between the
government and the Opposition.
While the Opposition MPs have
welcomed Chaudhary's sugges-
tion to replace the Sengol with a
giant replica of the Constitution,
the BJP has termed the demand
“disgraceful”.

A first-time MP and a Dalit
leader, Chaudhary wrote a letter
addressed to the Speaker/Protem
Speaker on June 25, soon after
taking oath of membership of
the Lok Sabha, questioning the
presence of the Sengol (Tamil
word for sceptre) next to the
Speaker's chair in the House.

“I was shocked to see the
Sengol on the right side of the
Chair of the House. Sir, our
Constitution is a sacred docu-
ment of Indian democracy, while
the Sengol is a symbol of raj-
dand/rajtantra.”

Chaudhary added that
Parliament is a temple of democ-
racy and not a palace of some
“raje-rajwade (royal families)”.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, Chaudhary said, “The
Sengol is a symbol of 'rajtantra’
whereas there is democracy in
India. And the Constitutionis the
sacred book of democracy. Inside
Parliament, there is only democ-
racy. When the country got free-
dom, Lord Mountbatten (last
Viceroy of India) had presented
the Sengol and it was crafted on
the suggestion of priests. Pandit

On May 28,2023, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
installed the Sengol in the
new Lok Sabha. P1ifile

Jawaharlal Nehru had got it
placed in a museum in
Allahabad. That was the right
place for the Sengol.”

Chaudhary said the Sengol
should be placed back in the
Allahabad museum and should
be replaced witha grand replica
of the Constitution.

The Sengol was installed in
the Lok Sabha by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on May 28,2023
following the inauguration of the
new Parliament House.

The BJP attacked the SP MP
over the demand. BJP spokesper-
son Shehzad Poonawalla said: “It
is very unfortunate that
Samajwadi Party MP says that
Sengol is a symbol of monarchy
and hence it should be removed
from Parliament... The party
whichis a symbol of nepotismis
again hell-bent on insulting such
anintegral part of Indian culture,
Tamil culture.”

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath slammed
Chaudhary's remark on the
Sengol as “disgraceful”.
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Uttarakhand: Behind death of teen girl, chilling  J& K govt to take
gangrape plot, assault by family and cover-up

TN to get new
international
airport in
Hosur town

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, JUNE 27

TAMILNADU Chief Minister M K
Stalin announced a new interna-
tional airport in Hosur — an in-
dustrial border town hardly 40
kms away from Bangalore. The
announcement, made under
Rule 110 in the Tamil Nadu
Legislative Assembly on
Thursday, is to build an airportin
2,000 acres of land and is de-
signed to handle 30 million pas-
sengers annually.

The ambitious project is part
of the state’s goal of transform-
ing Hosur into a major economic
development hub. Chief
Minister Stalin said that the air-
port would facilitate the socio-
economic development of the
state’s Hosur, Krishnagiri, and
Dharmapuri regions.

“Since the establishment of
our Dravidian model governance,
Tamil Nadu has been advancing
inall sectors,” said Stalin, adding
that the state is implementing
various long-term plans to trans-
form Hosur into a major eco-
nomic development hub by de-
veloping modern infrastructure.

Calling the announcement a
“monumental step forward for the
region”, Industries Minister T.R.B
Rajaa said: “This project will
greatly enhance connectivity and
stimulate economic growth, ben-
efiting not only Hosur but also
neighbouring districts such as
Dharmapuri and Salem, while also
providing a significant boost to
various parts of Bengaluru”.

J.Jeyaranjan, vice-chairperson
of the State Planning Commission,
said the airport will enhance the
region’s connectivity and attract
investments.

Heatwaves need
to be declared as
disaster: Report

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

AN ANALYSIS of heat action plans
(HAP) for nine cities and five dis-
tricts found that there was no
clear assessment of heat impact
on the local population, lack le-
gal and financial backing and that
the response mechanism needs
to be strengthened by identify-
ing heat waves as a national dis-
aster, shows areport released by
non-profit research organisation
iForest on Thursday.

Highlighting three to four
broad areas where the action
plans need to be more specific to
tackle heat waves efficiently and
effectively, the assessment found
that the plans were not geared
towards specific issues of local
conditions, which includes ef-
forts such as mapping vulnera-
ble populations.

“NDMA guidelines require
cities to develop local thresholds
for an early warning system as it
depends on many factors, includ-
ing built environment, slum
populationand urban heatisland
effect,” analysis by iForest (Inte-
rnational Forum for Environment,
Sustainability and Technology)
said. Itrecommended heat waves
be notified asadisaster under the
Disaster Management Act, 2005.

The nine cities analysed are
Ahmedabad, Bhubaneswar, Cha-
ndrapur, Delhi, Jodhpur, Rajkot,
Surat, Thane and Vadodara and
the five districts are Ferozepur,
Gorakhpur, Hazaribagh, Patiala
and Vellore.

After gruelling court battle,

PARTHA SARATHI
BISWAS
PUNE, JUNE 27

A FEW days back, Shital
Girmakar (40), a waste picker
from Kalewadi area of Pimpri
Chinchwad, managed to clear
her home loan and get back the
ownership of her house, some-
thing which Girmakar had al-
most given up on. “This was pos-
sible only because the Pimpri
Chinchwad Municipal
Commission (PCMC) at last paid
our long pending dues, though
we had to fight a long and hard
battle to get what should have
been legally ours,” said
Girmakar. The victory though
came at a price--32 waste pick-
ers had died while waiting for

AVANEESH MISHRA
HARIDWAR, JUNE 27

THE POLICE investigation into
the alleged gangrape and mur-
der of a 13-year-old girl in
Haridwar took a macabre turn as
police booked six men and two
women, and chilling details of
her last few hours came to light.

According to senior officers,
they have charged Amit Saini
(26), who knew her, with rape
and murder, and three of his
family members with murder.

They have also charged
Amit’s brother Nitin (20) and
three of his friends with gan-
grape. Six of the accused have
been arrested while the rest are
absconding, police said.

Aditya Raj Saini, a village
pradhan’s husband, a BJPleader,
and a member of Uttarakhand’s

OBC Commission, who was ini-
tially considered a suspectin the
case, was not found to be in-
volved in the rape or murder, po-
lice said. However, he has been
charged with conspiracy for al-
legedly withholding information
from the police.

Haridwar Senior
Superintendent of Police (SSP)
Parmendra Dobhal said that
around 4.45 am on Monday, po-
lice received information about a
girl lying injured on the
Haridwar-Roorkee highway. She
was taken to a hospital, where
she was declared dead.

She was identified around 6
pm, and her mother filed an FIR
naming Amit and Aditya.

Police started tracing her
movements from the previous
day, reviewing over 400 CCTV
cameras and 900 call records.

“OnSunday, as part of a well-

VADODARA BOAT CAPSIZE CASE

Effort to protect civic body
chief: HC on panel report

SOHINIGHOSH
AHMEDABAD, JUNE 27

THE GUJARAT High Court on
Thursday expressed its displeas-
ure over a report filed by a panel
headed by the principal secretary
(Urban Development), which
gave a clean chit to the commis-
sioner of the Vadodara Municipal
Commission (VMC),who had ap-
proved the development of Harni
lake by Kotia Projects.

Chief Justice Sunita Agarwal
and Justice Pranav Trivedi were
hearing a suo motu Public
Interest Litigation instituted in
the aftermath of the boat capsize
at Harni lake on January 19 dur-
ing a school picnic, leading to the
death of 12 students and two
teachers.

The high court had directed
in April that an inquiry be con-
ducted by a panel into the role of

the municipal commissioner af-
ter the court, prima facie, ob-
served that the commissioner
was “instrumental” in “illegally”
granting a contract to Kotia
Projects to run and develop the
lake.

On Thursday, the state sub-
mitted the inquiry reportin a
sealed cover to the bench.

Reading out the parts of it,
Chief Justice Agarwal said: “Itis
a kind of report which is where
there is an effort to protect the
municipal commissioner... the
committee finds fault and then
sidelines the role of the munici-
pal commissioner.”

“The committee says that the
municipal commissioner gener-
ally believes in the report of the
technical officer and that (the
commissioner) should have
been... more careful in granting
such (contracts),” the Chief
Justice said.

planned conspiracy, Nitin con-
tacted the girl to meet. In the
evening, Nitin and his friend
Nikhil (20) picked her up on their
motorcycle. Their friends Tushar
(20)and Mausam (19) met them
on the highway. They went to a
bypass road and consumed alco-
hol,” said Haridwar police in a
statement.

“When the girl became in-
toxicated, they took her to a de-
serted place, where Nitin and
Nikhil allegedly raped her.
Tushar and Mausam were al-
legedly about to rape her but
were scared off by people pass-
ing by. The accused then left her
near her house late at night,” said
the police.

SSP Dobhal said the girl did
not go home, and instead went
to the residence of Amit. His par-
ents and his sister were at the
house.

MONSOON PREV

According to the police, Amit
allegedly took the girl to his
room. “When she told Amit
about the rape, he became furi-
ous and started beating her,
causing a lot of noise... Fearing
that the girl was a minor and
they would get caught, Amit’s
family members allegedly began
beating her too. During this, her
head hit an iron gate, rendering
her unconscious,” police said.

The police claimed to have
found blood marks in the room,
on the gate, and on the cloth
used to clean the blood.
Bloodstained clothes of the girl
and her phone have also beenre-
covered.

According to police, Amit
panicked and allegedly took the
unconscious girl to the Delhi-
Haridwar Highway, where he
dumped her under the cover of
darkness.
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He then fled and informed
Aditya, his cousin. The next
morning, when her mother
reached out to Aditya, he al-
legedly advised her not to go to
the police, and to search for her
on her own, police said.

The girl’s mother said a few
days before the incident, Amit
had come to their home and had
beaten her daughter.

“This entire incident hap-
pened after 7 pm on Sunday
when my daughter gota calland
left home. Around 11 pm, her
phone was switched off. I called
Amit and he said they were at-
tending a birthday party and she
would return the next morning.
When she did not return, I went
to Aditya who... asked me to go
away. In the evening, Aditya told
me my daughter had been killed
in a road accident,” the mother
alleged.

=W IN PUNJAB

Waterlogging in Ludhiana, Thursday. Chandigarh IMD Director A K Singh confirmed that
monsoon has entered Punjab early Thursday. The IMD issued a yellow alert in 11 districts of

the state. Gurmeet Singh

120 hospitals assessed, only two
following norms, finds ministry

INDIAN PUBLIC HEALTH STANDARDS COMPLIANCE: INITIAL ASSESSMENT

“Till 10th June 2024

Facility type No. of facilities existing Total facilities IPHS compliant

(As per NHM-MIS) assessed * facilities (>80 %)

Number | Percentage

District Hospital 864 120 2 2%
Sub-District Hospital 1,524 150 7 5%
Community Health Centre 6,624 711 10 1%
Primary Health Centre 27,949 3,967 761 19%
Sub Health Centre 1,72,332 23,148 7,181 31%

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

ONLY TWO of 120 district hospi-
tals assessed across the country
have been found complying
with the Central government’s
norms — Indian Public Health
Standards (IPHS) — The Indian
Express has learnt.

The Union Health Ministry
hadreleased theIPHSin 2022 and
now it has conducted aninitial as-
sessment to see whether health
facilities such as district hospitals,
sub-district hospitals, community
health centres, primary health
centres and Ayushman Arogya
Mandirs are complying with the
norms.The assessment has been

their dues to be paid.

The case had its genesis in
2016, when Kagad Kaach Patra
Kashtakari Panchayat (KKPKP)
moved the court of the deputy
labour commissioner due to
non-payment of minimum
wages. Aditya Vyas, secretary of
the union, had explained how
between December 2012 and
May 2013, and between June
2013 and June 2015, atotal of 310
waste pickers were not paid as
per the Minimum Wages Act.

The accumulative dues in
both the cases came to be about
Rs 7.5 crores. Vyas said the union
had decided to move the court
of the deputy labour commis-
sioner to fight this case.

The deputy labour commis-
sioner had ruled in the favour of
the union in 2023.

conducted through a digital
toolkit — ODK. The outcome of the
assessment will be made available
on IPHS dashboard, which will be
launched by Union Health
Minister ] P Nadda on Friday.
Officials of state governments and
the Union Health Ministry canac-
cess these reports.

Initial assessment shows that
out of 864 district hospitals across
the country, 120 have been as-
sessed till June 10 and only two of
them — Karimnagar and
Peddapalli in Telangana — were
found to be complying to the IPHS,
said sources. The health facilities
meeting and adhering to 80% or
more of IPHS 2022 norms are clas-
sified as ‘IPHS compliance’.

0f 1,524 sub-district hospitals,

Pune waste-

150 have been assessed till June
10and only five of them have been
found compliant. There are 6,624
community health centres, of
which 711 have been assessed till
June 10 and only 10 have been
found complying. Overall, out of
2.16 lakh health facilities in rural
and urban areas, 28,096 were as-
sessed till June 10,and only 7,961
(28%) were found complying to
IPHS. The IPHS has10 parameters
— service provision, infrastructure,
human resource, drugs, diagnos-
tics, equipment, accountability
and operationalising, quality
monitoring and certification, and
clinical governance.

The purposeis to achieve IPHS
compliance in at least 50% of
healthcare facilities by 2025-26.

PCMC has outsourced the work of door-to-door waste
collection to another agency which in turn employs the
waste pickers of KKPKP. Express Photo

PCMC has outsourced the
work of door-to-door waste col-

lection to another agency whoin
turn employs the waste pickers

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Key accused in
Bareilly shootout
surrenders as
bulldozers start
razing his hotel

Meerut: The prime accused in
the Bareilly shootout incident
that took place between two ri-
val groups on the outskirts of city
on April 22 surrendered on
Thursday when a team of the
Bareilly Development Authority
(BDA)and police started demol-
ishing a hotel belonging to him.

Two persons had sustained
bullet injuries in the firing that
took place over a dispute over a
parcel of land where a marble
shop s constructed.

The police, however, had
claimed that no one was injured
in the shootout.

Aditya Upadhyay, a marble
dealer, and his son were arrested
and their licensed weapons were
seized in this connection. Over a
dozen persons from both groups
have been arrested so far.

The mainaccused, RajivRana,
who was absconding since last
week’s incident, surrendered on
Thursday. Providing details of the
encroachment, BDA vice chair-
man Manikandan A said, “We
found glaring irregularities in four
buildings, including his hotel and
house.” Later, Rana was produced
inaBareilly court that senthimto
14-day judicial custody. ENS

of KKPKP. But Vyas explained
that as the principal employer, it
was the duty of the PCMC to en-
sure minimum wages are paid
and also the dues be credited to
their accounts.

Vijaya Ashok Chavan, one of
the waste pickers, had regularly
attended the hearing for the case
which was filed in 2013.

Chavan, who is a waste picker
herself, said she had to go for a
hearing once a month or twice a
month evenif it meant being ab-
sent for work.

“We were asked questions
about the nature of our work,
about payment we got and we
answered them. The verdict
proved that our stance was cor-
rect,” she said. Two separate
cases were filed--one in 2013
and the other in 2017. Both ver-
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penal action for
fake complaints
against officials

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, JUNE 27

MAKING A complaint against a
government official without any
material substance could attract
penal action in Jammu and
Kashmir. According to anew cir-
cular, the UT administration will
“pursue prosecution” in cases
where an inquiry finds a com-
plaint false.

The General Administrative
Department’s circular, issued to
all administrative departments,
heads of departments, cadre
controlling authorities and the
public servants said such action
should be under Section 182 of
the Indian Penal Code and
Section 195(1)(a) of the Code of
Criminal Procedure,1973, “based
on a complaint filed with the
court by the concerned public
servant or another superior pub-
lic servant”.

While Section 182 of the IPC
deals with “false information,
with intent to cause a public ser-
vant to use his lawful power to
the injury of another person”,
Section 195 (1) (a) of the CrPC
deals with prosecution for con-
tempt of lawful authority of pub-
lic servants. The IPC section car-
ries jail term for up to six months.

However, in case of public
servants making false com-
plaints, the circular, which
Commissioner-Secretary
General Administration
Department Sanjeev Verma has
issued, asks for “considering de-
partmental action” against them
“as an alternative to prosecu-
tion”.

“A robust and effective
mechanism for redressal of com-
plaints against public servants

Student undergoes
dialysis after ragging,
7 booked in Rajasthan

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR, JUNE 27

POLICE IN  Rajasthan’s
Dungarpur have lodged an FIR
against seven students after a
first-year medical student suf-
fered infection in his liver and
kidney and had to undergo dial-
ysis because of alleged excessive
ragging, officials said.

The 20-year-old student told
police that he and 50-70 other
first-year medical students at
Government Medical College,
Dungarpur were taken to a hill
about one and a half kilometers
from the college last month. At
the hill, they were allegedly
ragged by seniors.

The student’s father said that
the alleged incident took place
on May 15. Terming it an “inhu-
man act”, he said that the stu-
dents were taken to the hill with
the temperature touching 48 de-
grees Celsius and once there, the
seniors made his son do300-350
sit-ups while some others had to
do even more.

He said that due to the in-
tense strain, his son’s muscles
were damaged, which led to in-

dicts came in favour of the waste
pickers in 2023.

But it took one whole year for
the corporation to start releasing
the money. “Our members had
started planning on what they
would do with the money--but
administrative delays at various
levels saw the process of trans-
fer being delayed,” said Vyas. The
standing committee of the cor-
poration (which now functions
without any public representa-
tive as the time frame of the
body had lapsed two years back)
had given the green signal for the
transfer of money in February
but actual dispersal started only
last month. Till date, Rs 6.7 crores
have been transferred to the ac-
counts of waste pickers.

Like Grimakar, Rekha Sapkal
(30) also got dues worth Rs 2.7

fection in the kidney and liver.
“He didn’t tell us anything about
the ragging, but when he com-
plained about pain, we had some
tests conducted, firston May 18,
and then again on May 22,” the
father told The Indian Express.

When the test results flagged
issues, the family rushed himtoa
hospital in Ahmedabad on May
22 following arecommendation
by doctors.At the hospital, the
student was admitted for nine
days beginning May 22 and al-
most a month and a half later, has
recovered, after undergoing dial-
ysis four times.On the delay be-
tween the alleged ragging and
the complaint to the National
Medical Commission, the father
said that they came to know
about it later, only through the
doctors. GMC principal Dr
Balamuruganvelu S said they re-
ceived a complaint via the NMC
website. “We formed a commit-
tee within 24 hours and investi-
gated (the case). We suspended
seven students involved in the
ragging and also lodged an FIR at
the local police station.”

SHO Girdhari Singh said the
FIR was lodged under relevant
IPC sections and a probe is on.

pickers get dues of X7.5 crore

lakh. Sapkal has paid off her dues
with Rs 1 lakh and the rest she
has converted into a fixed de-
posit with the union. Pallavi
Naikwadi (40) being the legal
nominee of Vishwanath got Rs
2.5 lakh as unpaid dues. A resi-
dent of the Nigdi, Vishwanath
was a victim of the Covid-19
pandemic. “My husband had
made plans to clear off the loan
but before he could see the bat-
tle reaching fruition, he passed
away," she said.

As waste pickers now rejoice
at this hard battle won, they do
spare a thought for the 32 waste
pickers who did not survive the
long struggle against PCMC, also
known as the richest municipal
corporation of Asia, thanks to the
concentration of industries
within its limits.

with detailed instructions, have
been issued from time to time,
with a view to balance the objec-
tives of good governance for es-
tablishing a corruption-free,
transparent and responsive ad-
ministrative system, along-with
ensuring adequate safeguards
for public servants to protect
them from unnecessary harass-
ment of false/frivolous/anony-
mous/pseudonymous com-
plaints,” it reads.

For such affected officers, it
asks administrative depart-
ments, heads of departments
and public servants to provide
“institutional support” by “as-
sisting the affected employee to
approach Crime Branch, J&K, for
initiation of criminal proceed-
ings, facilitate themin filing civil
lawsuits against responsible in-
dividuals seeking compensation
for financial losses, emotional
distress, or harm to reputation,
with the provision for the public
servant to engage a lawyer as per
requirement on contingency fee
arrangements, subject to avail-
able resources, for which each
case shall be decided on merits”.

All Jammu and Kashmir
Panchayat Conference president
Anil Sharma has condemned the
decision, calling it a move in-
tended to silence those who
speak out against corrupt bu-
reaucracy.

Seeking intervention from
the Lt Governor and the central
government in the matter, he
asked: “How canan ordinary cit-
izen from a vulnerable section of
society in a remote area stand
against the powerful state and its
mechanisms? No citizen would
dare to file a corruption case
against an officer under such cir-
cumstances.”

Factory worker
arrested for

Dehradun triple
murders: Police

AVANEESH MISHRA
DEHRADUN, JUNE 27

A 36-YEAR-OLD factory worker
was arrested in connection with
the murder of a 30-year-old
woman and her two daughters
— one of whom was eight-
month-old — in Dehradun, po-
lice said on Thursday.

The case came to light after
the three bodies were discov-
ered in a forested area near a
petrol pump in the Badowala
area of Dehradun on Tuesday.
Police said the accused, Haseen,
was arrested on Wednesday.

According to the police, the
victim was forcing the accused
to marry her, following which he
conspired to kill her. On Tuesday;,
the police received information
about a foul smell coming froma
dry drain near the petrol pump
and on searching the area they
found the three bodies.

During the search operation,
the police also found two bags —
a blue bag containing clothes
and other material belonging to
the woman and the children,
and a purple bag, said the offi-
cers. The police also found a
roadways bus ticket near a fac-
tory located close to the crime
scene.On probing the factory
workers, the police learnt that
Haseen was present near the
murder spot.

Later, the police team picked
up the accused for interrogation
during which he confessed to
the crime. “Accused Haseen was
having an affair with the woman.
She was pressuring him to marry
her, so he wanted to get rid of
her. On Sunday, the woman
came to Dehradun with her two
daughters to meet the accused,”
said the police statement.

“The accused went near the
factory with the woman and her
children. After putting them to
sleep, the accused first strangled
the woman to death and then
killed both the girls by suffocat-
ing them. The accused later
threw the bodies behind the fac-
tory,” said the police statement.

A case has been registered
under Section 302 (murder) of
the IPC.
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Jabalpur airport: Part of (CBI arrests two from Patna in NEET-UG case;

canopy at new terminal
caves in, no one injured

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, JUNE 27

THE PORTION of a canopy of the
new terminal building of
Jabalpur airport in Madhya
Pradesh cavedinand fellonacar
after heavy rainfall Thursday.
The damaged car belongs to
an Income Tax official. No one
was injured in the incident as the
driver left after parking the vehi-
cle in the porch outside the main
gate of the terminal building.
The airport authority has
launched an investigation into
the incident. State Public Works
Minister Rakesh Singh said that
“an accident at the airport has
been reported and an investiga-
tionis underway to prevent such
incidents in the future.”
According to officials,amid heavy
rain, water began accumulating
which increased the weight of
the canopy’s tentand caused the
iron tent section to fall on the car.

AnAAlstatementread, “Dueto
continuous rainfall since yesterday
evening, a part of the fabriccanopy,
constructed for the aesthetic ap-
peal of the newly-built building at
Jabalpur Airport, accumulated wa-
ter and the fabric tore. This caused
the water to fall on the car parked
below,damaging the car'sroof and
windows... The AAI (Jabalpur), re-
grets this incident and assures
comprehensive resolution.”

A senior official said “the
building is newly- constructed
and has experienced its first rain.
The investigation will determine
any technical faults, and the proj-
ect in-charge of this building is
also being consulted.”

As per a PIB release, the
upgradation work at the airport
includes construction of New
Terminal Building, ATC Tower,
Technical Block, Fire Station
Category VII, other buildings and
Extension of runway & associ-
ated works to cater the opera-
tions of AB-320 type of aircraft.

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

2017.

Asstt.Sub-Insp.

Sajjan Singh

ITBP salutes its braveheart Asstt.Sublnsp.
Sajjan Singh of 42nd Battalion, who laid down
his life in the line of duty on this day in J&K in

Resident of : Vill.- Meghpur, Distt.- Jhunjhunu (Rajasthan)
INDO-TIBETAN BORDER POLICE (ITBP)

records statements of suspects in Godhra

Apex court seeks
NTA response over
OMR-related issues

SANTOSHSINGH
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

THE CENTRAL Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), which has
taken over the NEET-UG paper
‘leak’ case from Bihar’s Economic
Offences Unit (EOU), Thursday
arrested two people from Patna.
The two had allegedly made
arrangements for accommoda-
tion for NEET-UG examinees on
May 4, a day before the exam.
Four examinees areamong 13 ac-
cused in the case, besides five
more arrests made later.

In Gujarat, a CBI team on
Thursday recorded statements of
several students who had al-
legedly paid money for clearing
the medical entrance exam held
at Jay Jalaram School in Godhra’s
Parvadivillage, Gujarat,on May 5.

The CBI arrested Manish
Prakash from Patna for allegedly
arranging accommodation on
the request of one Ashutosh
Kumar, who was also arrested
later from the state capital.

Prakash’s wife Archana said,
“The CBI called me around 1.30
pm to say that my husband has
been arrested. He is a social
worker who would often help
people with making stay
arrangements for students.I had
heard someone asking him on
the phone to make arrange-
ments for four-five students. We
had no idea about the enormity
of trouble he hasnowlanded in.”

The two accused who were arrested in Patna, Thursday. P11

The CBI had on Wednesday
also tried to track the prime ac-
cused Sanjiv Mukhiya, who has
been absconding from his
Nalanda village. The agency sus-
pects Mukhiya has fled to Nepal.

The agency has also received
more information on another key
accused, Sikandar Yadavendu,
who has already been arrested by
the Bihar police. Yadavendu had
allegedly introduced the four ex-
aminees to ‘setters’ Nitish Kumar
and Amit Anand.

InGodhra, sources said atleast
30 students were summoned for
questioning and about 15 of them
were based in Gujarat.

Few students from Gujarat,
including at least six locals, ar-
rived at Godhra’s Circuit House
Thursday for recording their
statements; the CBlalsorecorded

the school owner’s statement.

The CBI also sought custody of
four arrested accused — Tushar
Bhatt (district’s NEET centre su-
perintendent), school principal
Purshottam Sharma, education
consultant Vibor Anand and Arif
Vohra (resident of Godhra), offi-
cials said. All of themare currently
injudicial custody.

The central probing agency
has also submitted its FIR to the
Panchmahal district sessions
court toinitiate legal proceedings
for acquiring the custody of the
accused. Hearings in this applica-
tion will be held Friday, said offi-
cials.

Officials said students from
other states were in touch withac-
cused Anand and Parshuram Roy;,
the owner of Vadodara-based Roy
Overseas; students from Gujarat
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Solapur Municipal Corporation

E-Tender Noitice

Commissioner Solapur Municipal Corporation, Solapur invites
E-Tender for the work Underground Sewarage Network for
Solapur City Under Maharashtra Suvarn Jayanti Nagarothan
Maha-abhiyan Scheme (State Level) in the state of
Maharashtra valued at Rs. 363.88/- Cr. The E-Tender details
are available on http://mahatenders.gov.in from 28/06/2024
at 10.00 A.M.

Tender ID : 2024 _SMC_1045638_1
Date : 28/06/2024

sd/-
Commissioner
Solapur Municipal Corporation, Solapur

ODISHA UNIVERSITY
OF TECHNOLOGY AND RESEARCH
GHATIKIA, MAHALAXMI VIHAR,
BHUBANESWAR 751 029

Bid No. 2085/ OUTR/2024 Date: 27/ 06 /2024

NOTICE FOR INVITING TENDER

Sealed Sealed Tenders are invited from Original Equipment
Manufacturers/ Distributor/ Authorized Dealers for “Supply of
i7 Desktop Computer at OUTR”, details of which are available in
the tender papers. The tenderers must possess valid up-to-date
GST/income tax clearance etc. The last date of submission of
tender is 19.07.2024 up to 3 PM and will open on 20.07.2024 at
11.00 A.M. The sealed tender will be delivered by Speed
Post/Registered Post or Courier only. Tender received after the
scheduled date and time will not be considered. The authority is not
responsible for any postal delay. The authority reserves the right to
cancel the bids without assigning any reason thereof. More details
are available at our university website www.outr.ac.in.

Sd/-

OIPR-16005/11/0006/2425 REGISTRAR
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E=tablishrment of Fail f'l:.‘|L'|| Restaurant
il |11|;:||:|r:||| I:,l'tl:.' SEATION |,:i1|,'|;|illi1|l: ATen
for Tive (05} veurs, Auction Sfart

Commercial publiciy rights fo display
adverisement  throwgh LED Screens
mside-the Baralbv City & Bareilly In

3| Eamast Money Deposit Rs. 86,9000
4| E-Tender Bid Oinling Submission period 05072024 (G000 Hrs.) 1o
19072024 {1500 Hrs.)

5| E-Tandar Bid Submission End Date & E-
Tender Open Data & Timea

19.07- 2024 {15:00 hrs:}

&) Website particutars where complete details
of tender documenis can be seen

wwnw.ireps._gov.in

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE : SUNDARGARH

AT/PO- SANKARA, SUNDARGARH-770020,
E-mail address- serw_sundargarh@yahoo.com

A i
= -
r 1
r—

0-56

No. Tender Online - RWCCESNG - 01 of 2024-25, Letter No. 1353/
e-Procurement NOTICE

Dtd. 25.06.2024

1. [Type of the Work : |Roads (DMF)
) ]
2. |Class of Contractor : | As specified in the column-6 of the Annexure
3. | Time of Completion :|As specified in the column-5 of the Annexure
4. |Detail Projects |_As per Annexure attached
5. |Estimated Cost | As specified in the column-4 of the Annexure
6. |Other details 3 |
Procurement | Bid Availability of Tender | Last Date & Date & Time of
Officer Identification | on-line for bidding | Time of opening of tender
No. From To Seeking Technical | Financial |
Tender Bid Bid
Clarification
1 2 3 [ 4 5 [ 6 7 |
Chief
Eg"i:?:r‘cgﬂrr‘al RWCCESNG- | 03.07.2024 | 23.07.2024 | 25.07.2024 |05.01.2024 in‘g’f’:::g |
9 " 01 of 2024-25 | 11.00 AM | 5.00 PM 11.00 PM 11.00 AM
Works Circle, separately
Sundargarh

Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in

Sd/-
Chief Engineer
(Design & Quality Control)
Chief Construction Engineer (I/C)
Rural Works Circle, Sundargarh

OIPR-25133/11/0002/2425

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
THE APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

(See Section 82 Cr. PC)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused

parson namely Ajay @ Vijay S/o Jagbir Singh Rfo H.No. C/579,
Rajiv Garden, Loni, Distt: Ghazibad, U.P. has committed (or is
suspected fo have committed) the offence in case FIR No.
2288/2014 U/s 302M120B IPC & 25/24 Arms Act at PS:
Shakapur, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said accused Ajay @ Vijay can not be
found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the
said accused Ajay @ Vijay has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is
hereby made that the said accused Ajay @ Vijay of FIR No.
2288/2014 U/s 302/120B IPC & 25/24 Arms Act of PS:

contacted Vora, who allegedly
hadalsohanded overRs 7lakh to
Bhatt on the day of the exam.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

THE SUPREME Court Thursday
sought a response from the
National Testing Agency (NTA)
asking if there was any time limit
to raise grievances regarding the
OMR sheets for the National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test-
Undergraduate candidates, who
appeared for the NEET-UG 2024.

A bench of Justices Manoj
Misra and S V N Bhatti said this
while issuing notice on a plea
made by a coaching institution,
Xylem Learning Private Limited,
and a few NEET candidates.

Appearing for the petitioners,
senior advocate R Basant said
that several students were ag-
grieved as they were yet to get
their OMR sheets.

He added that some of the
OMR sheet calculations are “in-
consistent with the calculations
done with the answer key”.

During the proceedings, the
bench noted as to how can a
coaching institution file a peti-
tion under Article 32 and how
their rights were “violated”.

The bench remarked: “How
their fundamental right was vio-

lated so as to necessitate a writ
petition under Article 32”.

Justice Bhatti remarked,
“This is one of the reasons where
we see this role played by the
coaching centres, bagpipers.
They have hardly any role to
play...If they have discharged
their service, that is the end of
the matter. They have not un-
dertaken to see that everything
that centre is supposed to do, it
will be taken care of by them”.

Appearing for the NTA, advo-
cate Vardhman Kaushik said that
OMR sheets had already been
provided to the candidates.

The bench then sought to
know “if there was a time limit
to approach the authorities re-
garding the grievances over
OMR sheets.”

“Normally in such matters if
OMR sheets are uploaded and if
there is any grievance, then there
is a time limit,” said Justice Misra.

The NTA counsel said he needs
to take instructions on what ex-
actly is the position and sought
listing of the petition along with
the pending matters.

The court tagged the petition
with the pending NEET related
matters and listed it for hearing
on July 8.

fHfder w2 11@25’[@711

001234 (RWD) 2024-25
fory amfder srorge v Brar e 2

PR. No.002759 (RWD) 2024-25

areftaror sifiraen. urdior &g fagmn, & Si9, ST BT 59 SHTied &
THh—641 (3o) fE7TH—05.06.2024 FRT Fd Miaer =0 a1 H@ Very
Short Notice No. RWD/FDR/Patna/01 (2024-25) faw@r PR No.-
&, il FDR Aramaeis uel fram & & wafem 2|

aefteor arfiraen

T wrd fawmr, srd siae, e

NIT No. 22/CME/PMC/ 2024

Patna Municipal Corpoeration invites onling bids through Wwyww.eprocd bihargovin for
following works from the bidders fulfilling eligibility criteria’s

Key Dates:
Fre-bid Meeting

Technical Big Opening date

BMauryalok Complex,
Whwwwe. pmc, bihargoiin

M:+91 9159619166

Start of online bid /downloading of bid documents -

Last date of Online Bid Submission

Cost of Tender EMD
5L |Non-Refundable) {Paid Through
No. Neme of Warks (Paid Through www.eproc2. bihar.gov. in)
www.eproc bihargov. in) |
1 Empanelment of Agencies for Supply of different
types of vehicle Spare Parts [i.e. light and heavy #s. 10,000/ Fis.5,0000/-

vehicle) to Patna Municipal Corporation.

in case of Bank Guarantee, EMD shall be payable in favour of "Municipal Commissioner, Patna
Municipal Corporation” payable at Patna.

Buddha Marg, Patna, Bihar, 303001

Email id-pmcprda@gmail.comfcmepmoprdali@gmail.com

For further details please wisit © www.state.bihar.gow.in/prdbihar

PR- 002689 (B & C) 2024-25 : .
9] 9 92 &1 & U ¢l SUUR, §¢ Udhed 3R TRaR ¥ AR

WESTERN RAILWAY

Frem12.07 20241 15:00Hrs.}
15.07.2024 at 16:00 Hrs.[As per RFP)
22.07.2024 tll 16700 Hrs.
23.07.2024 at 16:00 Hrs.

The preferred Company/ agency w-:.luld be empanelledthrough a single-stage
competitive bidding process based on evaluation of technical proposal . The bidders are expected to
submit their proposal in accordance with the instruction provided in the Bid Document.Detailed Bid
Documentincorporating nstructions for submission of bid and other relevant information’s will be
available onwww.eproc? bihar gosin and www, pimc. bibargow.in from bid start date
Amendment/Corrigendum/ any information to MNIT, if any would be published on website
wiww,eproc?, bihargovin only,

Patna Municipal Corpomatian

Chief Municipal Engineer
Patna Municipal Corporation.

010724 120000,
00,0724 1 23000

Auction End
Category :
MNER A, Cataloguie No, ; [ZN-RDN-

(PF Mo, 5 & 6 Balway Station badldmg
under Rail Displayv Metwork policy for a
penod of Frve (05§ years, Anction Star

ADY-0Z: Asser Detail ; Commerncial
publicity rights Lo display sdvertizement
il staton . plattorm over V7 stolions  of
lzzatmagar [Mvision for (03) three years,
Auction Start ; 020724 [1:00:00,
Augclion Emd ; 020724 1230000,
Category: MER, Catalogue Mo, @ LEN-
MFR-EV-24-3;, Asset Detail
Installation, maintenance and operation
ol Electnie Vehicle (EY)Y Charping
stations OF Bawery swapping station CR
Both at Bareilly City and Beathagar
Railway Station for (03 ) vears. Auction
Start : 03.07.24 | Z2:0{:00, Auction Eud

2 030724 1 2:40:00. Category : NFR
Catalogue No. @ EN-ADV-VR- "-'I 2:
Asset Derall @ Commercial |'|Llh|i-\.'i[:-.'
Fights for Yinyl Wrapping
Addvertisement on surface of the side wal)
of coaches { Barring mandatory signage's

COOR0T24 1200000, Auction End :
AT 24 1 28,

1. Bidders are advised fo visit sebsite
www.ireps.gov.in for more infonmation
related 1o e-Auvcthon, 2, The bids have
been invited through e-Auction Leasing
module of IREPS website, X, All the e-
Auction related information as
chigihility, scope of waork, coniract
period, terms & conditions of coniract
cie. are available on IREPS, 4. Bidders
cun parficipate o e-Auction only os
per the date & tmmmg as indecated
above, 5. All the prospective hidders
are requesied o
www.ireps.eovin rexularly  for oy
corrigendum related 1o above

c-Anetions.
CPRIONC om=TI1

vigit wehzite

DOCMAEN

AMavar rawvel on roall sid Fool Bosard's

Shakarpur, Delhi is required to appear before this court to
answer the said complainton or before 07.08.2024. By order MATERIAL MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT
Sushant Changotra
Additional Sessions Judge | |5 no. Short Description of item | Quantity | T.OD
Fast Track Courts (East) 390 |APRICOT YELLOW [ 30660 Lir | 0B-Jul-24
Court No.30, 391 |INHIBITED MINERAL INSULATING OIL AS PER TYPE Il TRANSFORMER OIL | 52053 Ltr | OB-Jul-24
DP/B0T3/ED2024 Karkardooma Courts, Delhi 392 |SUPPLY. TRANSPORTATION AND COMMISSIONING OF SMPS BASED IPS | 32Set | 09-JuL24
393 |METALISED CARBON STRIP FOR AC PANTOGRAPH TYPE AM-12 | 3364 Nos | 11-dul-24
HATIUH AL FERT“.IZEHS LIMITE[I 394 |OUTER DOOR ASSEMBLY | 273 Nos | 12-Jul-24
395 |SET OF PU LINING | 14173 Set | 12-Jul-24
(A GOVERNMENT OF INDIA UNDERTAKING) 396 |MULTI STRAND TIN COATED COPPER 70 SQ MM | 4839 Mir | 15-Jui-d
& Mavratna Cornpary NANGAL UNIT, NAYA NANGAL (PUNJAB) 140 126 397 |EOT CRANE CAPACITY 1073T 1 Nos 15-Jub-24
Ref. No.: NFN/2024-25/Elect. /ARC/01/2023 Date: 28/06/ 2024 398 |CNC DRILLING & OXY-FUEL PROFILE CUTTING MACHINE. CUTTING CAPACITY | 1 Nos 15-Jul-24
390 |ROLLER BEARING FOR HITACHI TRACTION MOTOR 208 Mo | 15-Jul-24
HuTIEE IHUI“ Hn TE"I]EH 400 |AR rII:-L.l'L |'"|.T|.'|:I "'.EF'Hl.'Hl:l |'l .ﬂ"ﬂ G R ]EI-HEH HFJ\HENL—- "I'-'I'l:] Hl:‘:-?. '5 Jul -
Online bids in two part bid system are invited for the following: 407 |CUT OFF ANGLE COCK WITH VENT FOR AIR BRAKE COACHES | 5023 Nbs | 15-Juk24
Work Description e g [rerrem—"r | e m—— pee—— 402 VERTI?#:L TAKE OFF CABLE HEAD T\E AMINAL SYSTEM 48 Nos 5-Jul-24
Fee costof | timeofontine | of online 403 _|L-TYPE COMPOSITION BRAKE BLOCK | *ﬁr-h:ﬁ Mos | 15-Jul 24
Work | submission | openingof 404 |STICK TYPE MASTER CONTROLLER |_120Nos | 16-Jul-24
oftenders | tenders 405 |DUMP VALVE WITH BRACKET COMPLETE | 153Nos | 17-Juia4
| 406 |RUBBER SPRING PLATE FOR DRAW AND BUFF GEAR | 4252 Nos | 1B-Jul-24
Annual rate contract Rs. | Rs. RS 23/07/2024 |24/07/2024 407 |SET OF PROTECTIVE RELAYS 26 Se 18-Jul-24
':E”-l'[%"[a':' E”E?'ElEE'm I 000/ 100 | 15281 upto at 1530 408 |INTRA VASCULAR ULTRASOUND CATHETER B0 Nos | 18-Juk-24
gﬁ:}]ﬁ%ﬁnd Irieg;ti ﬂ;a Lac § LE:IL:&;IE 1400 Hrs. IS, 409 [MICROPROGESSOR BASED CONTROL AND FAULT DIAGNOSTIC SYSTEM | 60Sel | 22-Ju-24
in Eackary ared and WEET 410 | TRACTION MOTOR | 14BNos | 22-Jur2d
township including | 411 |DRUG COATED PTCA BALLOON | 125Mos | 22-Juk-24
malntenance of residential | 412 |SET OF SLIDING DODR ASSEMBLY COMPLETE FOR BCNHL WAGON | 144 Set | 24-Jut-24
quarters, public bukdings, 413 |SINGLE PHASE TO THREE PHASE 02 X 130 KVA CONVERTOR 55MNos | 20-Jub-24
shopping Centers and "T414 |OCT SYSTEM WITH WIRELESS FFR WITH 2 YEARS COMPREHENSIVE WARRANTY | 2 Nos | 30.ui2d
non-plant buildings
Reverse Auction
For further details, visit our website: www.nationalfertilizers.com; 28 |6 QUAD CABLE 1.4MM DIf L ATIKM | 12-dubgd
hitps://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app Hegardmg detalied notice EMD, F‘urchase resl:n::n{:-ns and detailed tender conditions, please visit wet:-site
Tenderers are advised to visit our website regularly. Any amendment/ and i
cormigendum to the above NITwill be displayed on aforesaid website only i

DGM (E&I)

Like ug on ﬂ facebook.com/WasternRly

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .
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ISRO SPYING CASE

2 former DGPs
among 5 in CBI
chargesheet

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

THE CBI has filed a chargesheet
against two former DGPs, Siby
Mathews of Kerala and R B
Sreekumar of Gujarat, and three
other retired police officials in
connection with the alleged
framing of space scientist Nambi
Narayanan in the 1994 ISRO espi-
onage case, officials said.

Three years after registering a
case in 2021 following the
Supreme Court’s directions, the
CBI filed its chargesheet against
then DIG Mathews, who headed
the SIT that probed the case,
Sreekumar, the then deputy di-
rector in the Intelligence Bureau,
P S Jayaprakash, who was then
posted in SIB-Kerala, then DySPK
KJoshua and inspector S Vijayan.

The CBI has charged them
under sections 120B (criminal
conspiracy), 342 (wrongful con-
finement), 330 (voluntarily caus-
ing hurt to extract a confession),
167 (creating false documents),
193 (fabricating evidence), 354
(criminal assault on women) of
the IPC, the officials said.

(Blhadlodged the caseon April
15, 2021. The Kerala Police had
lodged two casesin October 1994
after Maldivian national Rasheeda
was arrested in Thiruvan-
anthapuram forallegedly obtain-
ing secret drawings of ISRO rocket
engines for selling to Pakistan.

Narayanan, then director of
the cryogenic project at ISRO, was
held, along with the then ISRO
deputy director D Sasikumaran
and Fousiya Hasan, a Maldivian
friend of Rasheeda. CBI probe had
found the allegations to be false.

J&K Police
issues advisory
for Amarnath
Yatra pilgrims

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JUNE 27

THE JAMMU and Kashmir Police
on Thursday issued an advisory
for the 52-day long annual
Amarnath Yatra, the first batch for
which will leave Friday morning.
According to the advisory, “No
yatri or tourist will be allowed to
cross the Navyug tunnel towards
Kashmir after 1500 hours(3 pm)”.
Similarly, “Thelast vehicle to cross
Walnut Factory, Qazigund to-
wards Navyug Tunnel must do so
by 1730 hours(5.30 pm)”. The ad-
visory asked the yatris and tourists
to “travel in Kashmir Valley be-
tween 7 am and 6 pm”. It said:
“After 1800 hours, no further
movementisallowed,and the ve-
hicles will be directed to the near-
est Yatri or Security Forces camp”.
The first batch of pilgrims will
leave the base camp at Bhagwati
Nagar in Jammu Friday morning,
While the traditional Chanda-
nwari route is 48 km, the Baltal
routeis only 14 km but considered
difficult due to its steep height.
The J&K Police has put in
place a three-tier security system
in and around the Amarnath
base camp at Bhagwati Nagar.
Jammu SSP Dr Vinod Kumar
said: “Adequate security arrange-
ments have been made for the
yatra. The Quick Reaction Teams
have been activated, high-rise
buildings dominated, and the se-
curity machinery is in place.”

Kannada news
channel off air
after HC interim
order over licence

Bengaluru: Power TV, aKannada
news channel which was at the
forefront of campaigns against
many prominent persons in the
state, stopped its broadcasting
Thursday following a High Court
interim order over a lack of req-
uisite licence for transmission.

Two separate cases were filed
against the news channelby HM
Ramesh Gowda,aJD(S)MLCand
BRRavikanthe Gowda, a serving
IPS officer, alleging that the chan-
nel lacked a licence from the
Information & Broadcast
Ministry for broadcasting news.

The HC was informed by the
Centre that the uplink and down-
link licence that the channel oper-
ators had obtained in October
2011 had expired in October 2021
and the company’s application for
renewal filed in December 2022
was still under examination.

On June 25, a single judge
bench of the Karnataka HC or-
dered the channel to stop broad-
casting till the next date of hear-
ing, and the channel complied
with the order Thursday. It posted
the mainmattertoJuly9. ENS
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Indian Government Bonds in JP Morgan index: what this means

HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI, JUNE 27

THE INCLUSION of Indian Government Bonds
(IGBs)in JP Morgan’s emerging markets bond
indices will begin from Friday. The inclusion,
which will be spread over 10 months until
March 31, 2025, is likely to bring $20-25 bil-
lion into the country, according to estimates.

While these higher inflows will help India
manage its external finances and boost its
foreign exchange reserves and the rupee, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will have to use
the instruments in its armoury to check the
resultant inflationary pressures.

What was JP Morgan’s announcement?
InSeptember last year, JP Morgan had an-
nounced that it would include IGBs to its
emerging markets bond index from June
2024.The decision was taken after the 2023
index governance review, it had said.
“India will be included in the GBI-EM
Global index suite and all relevant derivative

benchmarks (including custom indices), start-
ingJune 28,2024,” ]P Morgan said. The inclu-
sion would be staggered into the GBI-EM
Global Diversified Index (GBI-EM GD) from
June 28,2024 through March 31,2025, it said.

What will be India’s weight in the index?

India is expected to reach the maximum
weight of 10 per cent in the GBI-EM Global
Diversified Index (GBI-EM GD). A higher
weightage will prompt global investors to al-
locate more funds for investment in Indian
debt. Analysts expect $2-3 billion flows to
India every month.

How many Indian Government Bonds
are eligible for inclusion?

JP Morgan said there are 23 IGBs that
meet the index eligibility criteria, with a
combined notional value of approximately
Rs 27 lakh crore or $330 billion.

Only IGBs designated under the Fully
Accessible Route (FAR) are index-eligible. In
March 2020, the RBI, in consultation with the
government, introduced a separate channel,

LAW

LARGERACADEMICINTEREST': BEHIND
BOMBAY HC' S HIJAB BAN DECISION

OMKAR GOKHALE
MUMBAI, JUNE 27

THE BOMBAY High Court on Wednesday
dismissed a plea by nine students of
Chembur’s N G Acharya & D K Marathe
College challenging the institute’s dress
code banning hijab, and held that the de-
cision was “in larger academic interest”.

Itrelied on and expressed “full agree-
ment” with the 2022 judgment of the full
Bench of the Karnataka High Court that
had validated the state government’s hi-
jab ban in government colleges.

Contention on the dress code

The Chembur college issued a new
dress code in May this year, which would
beimplemented in the academic year be-
ginning June. This followed controversy
last August, when several junior college
girls wearing hijab were denied entry for
alleged non-compliance with the pre-
scribed uniform.

The new dress code stated that burqa,
niqab, hijab, or any religious identifiers such
as badges, caps, or stoles will not be per-
mitted inside the college. The dress code
prescribed half- and full-sleeved shirts with
trousers for boys, and “any Indian/ west-
ern non-revealing dress” for girls.

Nine aggrieved women students ap-
proached the HC, terming the college’s in-
structions “arbitrary and discriminatory”.

Bombay HC judgment

A division Bench of Justices Atul S
Chandurkar and Rajesh S Patil held that
the dress code issued by the college was
in “larger academic interest”, and “[did]
not suffer from infirmity so as to violate
provisions of Article 19(1)(a) and Article
25 of the Constitution”.
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JULY 2024

k. 080-6220-6330 www.vajiramandravi.com

“The object behind issuing the same is
that the dress of a student should not re-
veal his/ her religion, which is a step to-
wards ensuring that the students focus
on gaining knowledge and education
which is in their larger interest,” the
Bench stated.

The Bench also rejected the argument
that the “donning of a hijab or nigab is an
essential religious practice of petition-
ers”, saying that except for the English
translations of Kanz-ul-Iman and Saman
Abu Dawud, there was no material placed
to support the claim.

The Bench held that since the instruc-
tionsissued were “applicable toall students
irrespective of their caste, creed, religion or
language”, they did not violate UGC guide-
lines. It added that a student attending an
institution to advance their academic ca-
reer cannot seek to impose her rights
against the ‘larger rights’ of the college in
maintaining discipline on its premises.

Order of the Karnataka HC

Justice Chandurkar, who authored the
judgment, expressed “full agreement”
with the view taken by the full Bench of
the Karnataka High Court in 2022, which
stated that the “prescription of a dress code
isintended to achieve uniformity amongst
students...so as to maintain discipline and
avoid disclosure of one’s religion”.

The HC had held that “the dress code
when prescribed for all students was in-
tended to treat them as one homoge-
neous class so as to serve constitutional
secularism”.

This verdict is under challenge at the
Supreme Court. In October 2022, a two-
judge Bench delivered a split verdict, and
the case has now been referred toalarger
Bench. The Bombay HC verdict too is
likely to be contested before the SC.
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called the FAR, to enable non-residents to in-
vest in specified Government of India dated
securities.

As per the index inclusion criteria, eligi-
ble instruments are required to have notional
outstanding above $1 billion (equivalent)and
at least 2.5 years remaining maturity, JP
Morgan said. “At the start of
the inclusion on June 28,
2024, only FAR-designated
IGBs with a maturity date af-
ter December 31,2026, will be

ECONOMICS

An HSBC report said IGBs have already
seen inflows of $10.4 billion since the inclu-
sionannouncementon September 21, 2023.
A large part of inflows is yet to materialise
and this is likely to be led by benchmark is-
sues, it said. So far in 2024, foreign portfolio
investors have purchased $8.06 billion of

Indian debt, according to
National Securities
Depository Ltd (NSDL) data.

What would be the impact

assessed for eligibility,” it said.

Any new index-eligible FAR-designated
IGBs issued during the phase-in period will
also be included.

What is the amount of flows that can
come to India?

According to estimates by some econo-
mists, Indiais likely to receive $2 billion to $2.5
billion every month during the 10-month pe-
riod starting June 28. Overall, it is expected
that $20 billion to $25 billion of flows would
come into India due to the inclusion.

of the bond inclusion?

According to Madhavi Arora, Lead
Economist, Emkay Global Financial Services,
the move could lead to fresh active flows in
the debt market, which remains underpen-
etrated on external financing,

It will not only result in lower risk premia,
but will also help India to finance its fiscal
and current account deficit (CAD), as well as
enhance the liquidity and ownership base of
government securities (G-secs; debt instru-
ments issued by the central government to
meetits fiscal needs), Arora said inareportin

S44¥.\]\ |3} ECONOMICS

September last year.

The country’s current account balance
recorded a surplus of $5.7 billion, or 0.6 per
cent of gross domestic product (GDP) in the
January-March 2024 quarter, as against a
current account deficit of $1.3 billion, or 0.2
per cent of GDP, in the year-ago quarter.

Global rating agency Fitch Ratings said
that the inclusion of certain Indian sovereign
bonds in key emerging-market bond indexes
managed by JP Morgan will support a diver-
sification of the investor base for Indian gov-
ernment securities.

It could help lower funding costs slightly,
and support further development of domes-
tic capital markets, but direct positive effects
on India’s credit profile will be marginal in
the near term.

Will higher inflows be a concern for RBI?

While higher inflows will boost the rupee,
inflation is likely to come under pressure.
When the RBI mops up dollars from the mar-
ket, it will have to release an equivalent amount
in rupees, putting pressure on inflation.

RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das has said
the central bank has several instruments to
manage surges in flows on account of bond
inclusion. “We have managed it in the past.
We will manage it this time also,” Das told
reporters earlier this month.

Are Indian government bonds going to
be included in any other global index?

After JP Morgan, Bloomberg announced
this March that Indian government bonds
will be included in the Bloomberg
Emerging Market (EM) Local Currency
Government Index and related indices
from January 31, 2025.

Indian FAR bonds will be included in the
Bloomberg EM Local Currency Government
indices with an initial weight of 10 per cent
of their full market value from that date,
Bloomberg said.

The indices in the scope for inclusion in-
clude the Bloomberg EM Local Currency
Government Index, the Bloomberg EM Local
Currency Government Index 10% Country
Capped Index, and all related sub-indices.

Case for a food buffer policy

Open market sales of wheat and chana have helped prevent runaway cereal and pulses inflation. Extending
buffer stocks to other staples makes sense amid increasing climate-driven supply shocks, price volatility

HARISH DAMODARAN
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

INFLATION, BASED on the official con-
sumer price index (CPI), stood at 8.69% for
cereals in May, and almost twice as much
(17.14%) for pulses.

These rates would probably have been
higher but for the sales from buffer stocks,
especially of wheat and chana (chickpea),
built by government agencies during surplus
production years.

Take wheat. In 2022-23 (April-March),
34.82 lakh tonnes (It) of the cereal was of-
floaded from the Food Corporation of India’s
(FCI) stocks in the open market to boost sup-
plies. Such sales, mainly to flour millers at
market prices determined through e-auc-
tions, rose to arecord 100.88 It in the follow-
ing fiscal. Thatincluded 6.73 It processed into
flour and sold under the ‘Bharat Atta’ brand
at a maximum retail price of Rs 27.5/kg.

The FCI's open market sale scheme
brought down retail inflation in cereals and
wheat from their highs of 16.73% and 25.37%
respectively in February 2023 to 8.69% and
6.53%in May 2024. While not-so-good crops
in the last three years had depleted wheat
stocks in government warehouses from their
peak of 603.56 It on July 1, 2021 to 285.10 It
and 301.45 It on the same date of 2022 and
2023 respectively, these were enough for the
FCI's open market intervention.

How buffer in chana helped

The prices of pulses have been on fire,
with retail inflation in double digits since
June 2023.

According to the Department of
Consumer Affairs, the all-India modal (most-
quoted) retail price of split chana dal cur-
rently stands at Rs 90 per kg, as against Rs 70
a year ago. Prices of tur/ arhar (pigeon pea)
have risen even more (Rs 120 to Rs 170),
while urad (black gram) and moong (green
gram) have seen a smaller rise (Rs 110 to Rs
120). Prices for masur (red lentil) have been
flat (Rs 100/kg).

But things would have been worse had
the National Agricultural Cooperative
Marketing Federation of India (NAFED) not
bought large quantities of the bumper
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2021-22 and 2022-23 chana crops. These
purchases, during April-June of 2022 and
2023 respectively (also the marketing sea-
son for wheat, mustard, masur and other
rabi winter-spring crops), amounted to
25.56Itand 23.53 It. They were made at the
government’s declared minimum support
price (MSP) of Rs 5,230 and Rs 5,335 per
quintal for the two crop years, when chana
was wholesaling at Rs 4,400-4,800 in the
agricultural mandis of Maharashtra and
Madhya Pradesh.

In the current season, with open market
prices at Rs 6,000 or more, way above the
MSP of Rs 5,440/quintal, NAFED could pro-
cure just over 43,000 tonnes of chana.
However, it had stocks of 37.21 It on July 1,
2023 accumulated from the last two years’
procurement. These stocks proved useful in
checking inflation in pulses, resulting from
an El Nifo-induced patchy monsoon and
poor 2023-24 crop.

“Our procurement operations enabled
chana farmers to reap the benefits of MSP

when open market prices were low and,
more recently, insulate consumers from dal
inflation,” SK Singh, additional managing di-
rector of NAFED, told The Indian Express.

Since July 2023, NAFED has sold 14.06 It
of chana through open market e-auctions,
16.09 It as ‘Bharat Dal’ at Rs 60/kg, 2.91 It as
discounted supplies to state governments
and 0.57 It as allocation to the armed forces.
In the process, its stocks have come down to
4.01 It now.

Case for a buffer policy

Overall CPI inflation, at 4.75% year-on-
year in May, was the lowest in 12 months. It
would have been lower had retail food infla-
tion not stayed elevated at 8.69%.

The inherently volatility and unpre-
dictability of food prices, exacerbated by cli-
mate change — fewer rainy days and ex-
tended dry spells, interspersed with intense
precipitation, and also shorter winters and
heat waves — has made it difficult for the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to consider any

monetary easing or cutting interest rates. The
government, too, is forced to resort to unde-
sirable measures such as restricting exports,
or imposing produce stock limits on traders
and processors.

One possible way out of the conundrum
would be to build a buffer stock of all essen-
tial food items, by procuring these from
farmers during years of surplus production,
and offloading the same in times of crop fail-
ures to moderate market prices.

The accompanying table shows that MSP
procurement by government agencies is
confined to rice, wheat and a few pulses
(chana, tur/ arhar, moong and masur) and
oilseeds (mustard, groundnut and copra).
The latter procurement, unlike for rice and
wheat, also happens only in some years.

There’s scope to not only expand procure-
ment of pulses and oilseeds, but extend it to
staple vegetables and even skimmed milk
powder (SMP). The onion, potato and tomato
procured can be stored in dehydrated/
processed form such as paste, flakes and
puree for sales to hotels, restaurants, can-
teens, and other institutional buyers. This
would ensure that households and bulk buy-
ers do not compete to drive up prices during
shortages.

SMP prices have crashed to about Rs 210
per kg from Rs 315-320 levels during
February-March 2023 that saw unprece-
dented milk shortages. This crash — forcing
Maharashtra dairies to slash procurement
prices for cow milk (containing 3.5% fat and
8.5% solids-not-fat) to Rs 27-28/litre, fromRs
37-38 — is an opportunity for the govern-
ment to create a buffer stock of powder. It
canbe used for recombining into milk in the
next scarcity cycle.

The fiscal cost of maintaining buffer
stocks of essential food items may not be that
much: the stocked commodities are not
meant to be given out free and, instead, of-
floaded during scarcity/inflationary periods
at near-market prices.

Buffer stocking can be an instrument for
curbing excessive volatility in food prices, sim-
ilar to the RBI's foreign exchange reserves vis-
a-vis the currency market. Increasing climate-
driven price volatility — ultimately helping
neither consumers nor producers — only
strengthens the case for a food buffer policy.

France’s crucial legislative election: state of play, parties in fray

ARJUNSENGUPTA
NEW DELHI,JUNE 27

FRANCE is set to hold what is seen as its most
consequential election in decades. Voting will
take place in two stages, on June 30 and July
7, to decide the composition of the National
Assembly, the lower house of the French par-
liament. Current polling gives a decisive edge
to the far right National Rally (RN), with
President Emmanuel Macron’s centrist
Ensemble coalition placed a distant third.

Snap elections

Macron called for snap polls after his party
received a drubbing in the European Parlia-
ment elections earlier this month. RN won
more than 31% of the French vote, double that
of Macron’s centrists (less than 15%). In terms
of seats, the difference was 30-13. Announ-
cing the election on June 9, Macron called his
decision “grave, heavy”, but said he could not
“carry on as if nothing had happened”.

The announcement came as a surprise to
almost everyone, even in his own party, ac-
cording toreports. Legislative elections were
not due until 2027, and Macron trails in all
opinion polls. Experts said his “gamble” was
made with an eye on the future.

In 2022, Macron was elected President for

asecond term but his party failed to win ama-
jority. His minority government has strug-
gled to pass legislation, often resorting to a
provision of the French Constitution that al-
lows bills to go through withoutadirect vote,
but exposes the government to a no-confi-
dence motion every time that happens.

Since 2022, Macron’s party has survived
28 such no-confidence votes — there is no
guarantee that it would continue doing soin-
definitely. The snap poll preempts such a sit-
uation, which experts say would have been
far more damaging for his party.

Moreover, if RN forms the government,
Macron has three years to expose its per-
ceived contradictions and limitations. Much
of the far right’s appeal stems from its anti-
status quo messaging and difficult-to-keep
promises. In office, RN will have to deliver on
these, or risk being called incompetent.
Analysts have argued that relinquishing some
power now may give Macron'’s platform a
better chance of retaining it in 2027.

Parties in the fray

According to latest polls by Politico, three
parties/ coalitions together command over
80% of the popular vote, even though none of
them individually has touched 40%.

NATIONALRALLY, 34%: Marine Le Pen’s
party currently holds 88 of 577 seats in the

(left to right) Jean-Luc Melenchon, Emmanuel Macron, and Marine Le Pen. Reuters

National Assembly. It is the
largest opposition party, and
polling indicates that it can as
much as triple its tally, becom-

GLOBAL

keeping many of its controver-
sial policy positions. Ahead of
the election, the party has also
dropped many of its traditional

ing the biggest party in the
lower house, even if it does not win an out-
right majority.

RN is staunchly anti-immigration, anti-
EU, anti-Islam, and pro-Putin. Its predecessor
National Front was founded by Jean-Marie Le
Pen, Marine’s father, in 1972, and was noto-
rious for its openly racist and xenophobic
rhetoric, as well as Holocaust denial.

Since its 2018 rebrand, Le Pen has at-
tempted to broaden RN’s appeal and shed the
‘fascist’ tag, softening its rhetoric even while

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

welfarist promises, positioning
itself as a pro-business party, much like
Macron’s centists. Jordan Bardella, the party’s
28-year-old president, is the RN’s prime min-
isterial candidate.

NEW POPULAR FRONT, 28%: The
newly formed left-wing alliance comprises
Socialist, Green and Communist parties, as
well as Jean-Luc Melenchon’s Unsubmissive
France. In 2022, a similar alliance (New
Popular, Environmental and Social Union, or
NUPES) contested the election under

Melenchon’s leadership.

All parties in the NFP have been vocal crit-
ics of Macron’s policies, with the NFP prom-
ising to undo his controversial pension re-
form, increase the minimum wage, and
introduce numerous welfare policies, funded
heavily by taxing corporations and the rich.
NFP’s manifesto also focuses on renewables,
although it does not mention nuclear power.

Ithas not yet announced a prime ministe-
rial candidate. Apart from Melenchon,
Raphael Glucksmann of the Socialist Party is
the most notable name in the coalition —and
the two leaders have noticeable differences
among themselves. Key to NFP's performance
in both the polls and the new National
Assembly will be the ability of the left-wing
allies to stick together.

ENSEMBLE, 21%: Ensemble includes
Macron’s Renaissance party, the centrist
Modem, and the centre-right Horizons party.
Currently, Ensemble controls 250 seatsin the
National Assembly, a number that is set to
plummet, possibly to under 100 seats, accord-
ing to surveys.

The centrist coalitionis also not running as
a single party — former Prime Minister
Edouard Phillipe’s Horizons party is going
alone, althoughit has left the door open tore-
joining the coalition after the election. Centrist
voters can play kingmakers in certain con-

stituencies — what remains to be seen is
whether their vote will turn right or left.

How the elections work

Votes will be castinall 577 constituencies
in the first round. Candidates who secure
more than 50% of votes polled, and a vote to-
tal greater than 25% of the registered elec-
torate in the constituency, will be elected.

If these criteria are not met, a second
round will take place — this will likely be the
case in the majority of constituencies. In the
runoff election, the top two candidates, as
well as anyone who has got the support of at
least 12.5% of registered voters (not votes
polled) will contest. The candidate with the
most votes will win. The second round is of-
ten a two-way contest. There were only seven
3-way runoffsin 2022.

In theory, the President can appoint any-
one Prime Minister; in practice, the PM must
have the support of the majority in the
Assembly. There are no specific provisions to
appoint a PMin case of a hung house.

There is a clear separation of powers be-
tween the National Assembly and the PM,
and the President. The President enjoys reg-
ulatory power, and exercises control over for-
eign policy and defence. Parliament, headed
by the PM, is responsible for all domestic pol-
icy decisions.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

A ROADMAP

Emphasis on economic matters and continuity on reforms in
President’s speech is heartening. Over to Finance Minister now

N ONE SENSE, President Droupadi Murmu’s first speech in Parliament follows the

broad pattern set by her predecessor, Ram Nath Kovind, five years ago. Murmu's

address highlights the robustness of the India growth story, the major focus areas

of the government, the success of its various welfare policies, schemes and pro-
grammes, and the rising profile of the country on the global stage, among others. But,
this time around, the President’s address also laid out the broad contours of what economic
policy might look like in the coming months.

More importantly, Murmu spoke about the new government's first budget in the
forthcoming session of Parliament. She said that the budget will outline the govern-
ment's “far-reaching policies and futuristic vision”, and that “many historic steps” will
be taken. At a time when there are some concerns over the ability of a coalition govern-
ment to push through reforms, especially the more contentious ones, it is heartening
to hear the President talk of continuity and say that the pace of reforms will be “accel-
erated” in line with the aspirations of the people. It is, in fact, difficult to miss the em-
phasis on economic matters in the speech. The President also spoke about the govern-
ment striving to ensure that India becomes the third-largest economy in the world —
the government has, in the past, spoken about claiming this distinction in its third term.
Equally welcome is the acknowledgement that the growth of the country is depend-
ent on the growth of the states, and the need for both competitive and cooperative fed-
eralism where states compete with each other to attract investment. The emphasis of
the speech on women'’s welfare, on turning around the public sector banks, and the
development of physical infrastructure — the hallmark of the Narendra Modi govern-
ment in the past 10 years — cannot be missed. There is also a mention of the sunrise sec-
tors such as electric vehicles, semiconductors, green hydrogen and batteries, which
are being actively promoted. Equally important is the talk of challenges which the gov-
ernment is addressing such as climate change.

However, at the same time, it must be acknowledged that even as India may well be
on its way to become the third-largest economy, the country will remain the poorest
among the largest economies in the world. The real test of this government is to strengthen
the foundations of all the pillars of growth — agriculture, manufacturing and services —
and facilitate the generation of large-scale employment opportunities for the millions
entering the labour force. Only this will secure India's development trajectory. All eyes will
be on the finance minister when she presents the budget in July.

UNFIT INDIA

Lancet study on lack of physical activity among Indians
underlines need to provide supportive physical environment

LARM BELLS ABOUT the growing burden of non-communicable diseases in
India have been ringing for a few years now. Study after study has found that
obesity and lifestyle-related illnesses are claiming more lives than ever, and
are no longer solely prevalent in urban areas. They have begun to affect rural
populations as well. Bringing the big picture of ill-health into sharper focus is new data pub-
lished in the Lancet Global Health this week, according to which an alarming 57 per cent
women and 42 per cent men in India fail to meet the World Health Organisation’s guide-
lines for sufficient physical activity. Should this trend remain unchecked, it is estimated that
by 2030, about 60 per cent of India’s adult population would be at risk of diseases like car-
diovascular ailments, diabetes and even dementia and cancer of the breast and colon.
While there is certainly a greater awareness of the link between exercise and other
physical activities and good health, a combination of sociocultural, economic and phys-
icalinfrastructure-related factors is responsible for the sedentary lifestyle of a large num-
ber of Indians. Research on the impact of social and cultural attitudes is limited, but the
handful of region- and city-specific surveys that do exist indicate that these form a sig-
nificant barrier, especially for women and girls. A 2018 study of physical activity among
adolescents in New Delhi found that social censure was a key obstacle. Another study
from 2015, looking at barriers to exercise among women in Thiruvananthapuram, found
the prevalence of the belief that household chores alone can count as sufficient physical
activity. That a mindset change is needed has been recognised by, among others, the
Union government which, in 2019, initiated the Fit India movement to “promote fitness
as easy, fun and free” and “spread awareness...through fitness-focused campaigns”.
The limitations of this approach, however, are evident in its failure to recognise the most
formidable hurdle facing Indians who want to be fitter — the lack of a conducive, physi-
cal environment in which to be more active. While gyms and fitness centres are not af-
fordable options for a vast majority of Indians, the simple activity of walking too is not with-
out obstacles, with broken pavements, open sewers, erratic traffic and lack of safety
discouraging many. Addressing this, as the head of the WHO Unit for Physical Activity
has pointed out, requires “a whole-of-society” approach, one which sees open spaces,
pothole-free roads and pavements, safety and low pollution levels as crucial to the goal
of a fitter citizenry. More than words of encouragement, what this calls for is policy in-
tervention and investment in building the right environment and infrastructure.

LINCOLN THE HOTHEAD

An Abraham Lincoln statue is wilting in the heat in Washington
DC, bringing a new dimension to how people interact with art

LIMATE CHANGE SPARES no one, not even the giants of history. This weekend
past, a six-foot-tall wax statue of former US President Abraham Lincoln melted
in parts, thanks to the ongoing heat wave in Washington DC. The wax Lincoln
was installed in the Garrison Elementary School, the site of Camp Barker — a
refuge for formerly enslaved people during the American Civil War. It is part of a series of
artworks by artist Sandy Williams IV that explores forgotten Black histories in America.
Unfortunately, the intention behind this piece was shrouded by the barrage of memes on
social media that followed after an X user posted a photo of an almost lounging Lincoln.

The interpretations of his pose — or repose — ranged from work-related irritation to
heatwave jokes and double entendres. But what stood out in the responses was the peo-
ple’sengagement with it. Artworks present in museums and galleries are expected to be
viewed from a distance. They are hallowed spaces, intended to awe and dazzle, but rarely
to initiate a dialogue. Yet, there are more ways to engage with art than respectful dis-
tance. Following the George Floyd murder in 2020, for instance, Black Lives Matter pro-
testors in the UK’s Bristol, threw the statue of the 17th century slave trader, Edward Colston,
into the canal. It was a reckoning with the country’s tryst with its colonial past, whose
fallouts continue to plague the West.

Art has been a medium of protest since time immemorial. But that is merely the artist’s
form of dissent or self-expression. For the vast majority of the art-uninitiated — dismissed
so often with superciliousness as philistines — just viewing “the greats” in intimidating
spaces is not enough. The democracy of social media has allowed the experience of the
heat wave — of climate change — to be reflected in the wilting and melting of Lincoln’s
statue. It ensured that in the memes that followed, people’s lives were mirrored as much
as Williams IV’s artistic vision.
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WORDLY WISE
ART HAS TO BE DISTURBING, ART HAS TO ASK A
QUESTION, ART HAS TO PREDICT THE FUTURE.
— MARINA ABRAMOVIC

Big reforms push

Budget 2025 is an opportunity to presenta
long-term vision for the Indian economy

=

PRACHI MISHRA

IN MOST ADVANCED economies, the annual
budget is a non-event. In emerging markets,
on the other hand, the budget presentation
has special significance. In the case of India,
the budget is alegacy inherited from colonial
times to the extent that the timing of the pres-
entation was also aligned with British time.
Why does the budget hold so much impor-
tance? The answer lies in its modified pur-
pose. While the budget was primarily meant
for accounting in the British empire, it has
since Independence meant to lay out the ad-
ministration’s vision for the economy. Budget
announcements at the beginning of a govern-
ment's term are even more important. This is
because economic agents, market partici-
pants, and citizens expect the announcement
to lay out the vision of policymakers over the
term of the government, typically five years.

Against this background, the 2024-25
budget is expected to present a long-term vi-
sion for the Indian economy. In my view, this
vision must entail five key elements: (i)
growth (ii) employment (iii) manufacturing
(iv) public finance and (v) others.

First, on growth, the government has al-
ready clearly laid out its vision for a “Viksit
Bharat”, to make India a developed economy
by 2047. The question is what kind of growth
rates are needed to increase India’s per capita
income from $2,500 to $14,000. In 2023,
India’s per capitaincome grew at 9.2 per cent
in nominal dollar terms. This is no small feat.
If India were to sustain these growth rates,
then she will become an upper middle-in-
come country by 2030 and higher income by
2042.The larger question to ask is where India
wants to be in relative terms, as other coun-
tries would be growing too.

Let us take two relevant comparators,
Indonesia, and Brazil (with per capitaincomes
around twice that of India). If the three coun-
tries continue to grow at their 2023 levels, it
can take more than 25 years for India to catch
up with Brazil and Indonesia, implying a sub-
stantive bridge to cross. The relevant question
to ask then is — what would take India to 10
per cent real GDP growth to enable a quicker
catch up. Historically, in the years when India
grew at more than 8 per cent, what consti-
tuted that high growth? It turns out if we re-
ally want to catch up rapidly, we need to fire all

On growth, the government
has already clearly laid out
its vision for a ‘Viksit
Bharat’, to make India a
developed economy by 2047.
The question is what kind of
growth rates are needed to
increase India’s per capita
income from $2,500 to
$14,000. In 2023, India’s per
capita income grew at 9.2 per
cent in nominal dollar terms.
This is no small feat. If India
were to sustain these growth
rates, then she will become
an upper middle-income
country by 2030 and higher
income by 2042. The larger
question to ask is where
India wants to be in relative
terms, as other countries
would be growing too.

those cylinders. comprising private consump-
tion, investment, exports, and imports. The
budget plays a catalytic role to firepower each
of these components.

Second is employment and related to it
is the third component, manufacturing with
scaling up trade and competitiveness. There
is no tradeoff between services and manu-
facturing. Undoubtedly, we need both — a
boost to labour-intensive manufacturing to
enable seizing the demographic dividend.
For a labour-abundant economy like India,
the capital to labour ratio has increased at a
rapid pace. Factor market reforms are possi-
bly an important driver. The government in
previous terms has initiated several reforms,
but the job here is extremely difficult and in-
tricate in a democracy. An auction process
with a large uptake, with alternative forms
of compensation and accelerating the digital-
isation of land records would all contribute
towards this. China +1 can ultimately be a
surmountable challenge. China continues to
be the dragon, but discussions with several
firms and investors do indicate an India mo-
ment if inter alia we can give a fillip to factor
market reforms.

Inpublic finance, across the world, mone-
tary policy decisions tend to be based on sys-
tematic analysis of alternative policy choices
and their associated macroeconomicimpacts.
This is science. Fiscal policy choices, in con-
trast, spring from unsystematic speculation,
often grounded in politics than economics.
This is alchemy. India’s FRBM and its review
in 2017 were in the spirit for making the fis-
cal framework a science. Two main recom-
mendations were to move to public debt to
GDPratio as amedium-term anchor for fiscal
policy, with the fiscal deficit as an operational
target. In particular, the FRBM review argued
that fiscal expectations can get unanchored
too. In other words, fiscal alchemy can create
unnecessary uncertainty and can undermine
the ability of monetary policy to control infla-
tion and influence real economic activity in
the usual ways. Parliament accepted the rec-
ommendations. Nonetheless, India’s debt to
GDP remains high in comparison with peer
groups. The Centre by itself spends more than
40 per cent of its revenues on servicing its debt
burden, which is way higher than the average

of 10 per cent across emerging markets.
Fortunately, there is acute awareness that this
needs downward calibration. Deleveraging by
the sovereign would be essential to convert
the outlook upgrade by rating agencies into
an actual ratings increase.

Ontheinstitutional side, the FRBM review
committee recommended setting up an in-
dependent Fiscal Council. The idea was for the
Council was to serve both an ex-ante role —
providing independent forecasts on key
macro variables like real and nominal GDP
growth, tax buoyancy, commodity prices —
as well as an ex-post monitoring role, and
serve as the institution to advise on triggering
the escape clause and specify a path of return.
While this recommendation was not imme-
diately accepted, this may be the right time to
rethink our fiscal institutions, coming out of
the most unprecedented shock in post-war
history, the pandemic. The introduction of a
Fiscal Council could perhaps be revisited.
Another important question is how to inte-
grate market discipline into rules? It is well
understood that there are substantial costs of
living with sovereign risk, reflected in sover-
eign spreads vis a vis the risk-free rate. All gov-
ernments care for these spreads. What char-
acteristics of rules and institutions can succeed
in reducing sovereign risk is a key question
going forward.

Finally, I leave the fifth element as broad,
but equally crucial — further development
of agriculture markets, renewed emphasis
on cleaning up of higher education, improv-
ing health outcomes, and meeting the
carbon limits.

The time is ripe for another big push toim-
portant reforms. The 2024-25 budgetis an op-
portune moment to signal the direction and
vision. Ten per cent real growth can happen.
Importantly, through sustaining our achieve-
ments of macroeconomic and political stabil-
ity, along with a continued push to physical
and digital infrastructure. Acommitmentand
enthusiasm to fire on all fronts with renewed
vigour and enthusiasm is what economic
agents, market participants, and citizens
would be looking for in this budget.

The writer is former chief, Systemic Issues
Division at the IMF
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A DIPLOMAT, A SCHOLAR

Muchkund Dubey was committed to ‘Nehruvian idealism’ and social development

SUHAS BORKER

MUCHKUND DUBEY, PRESIDENT of the
Council for Social Development (CSD)and for-
mer foreign secretary, passed away in New
Delhi on June 26. He was 90. Despite his frail
health in the last few years, he had kept him-
self toa punishing schedule of academic work.
Dubey will be remembered as much for
his illustrious career as a top diplomat, who
notonly represented India but also the aspira-
tions of the Global South, as for his pursuit of
social development, education and justice.
Dubey belonged to the 1957 batch of the
Indian Foreign Service and was brought upin
the Nehruvian mould and the Bandung spirit.
He had the distinction of serving as foreign
secretary to three prime ministers. When
Muchkund took over as the foreign secretary
from SKSingh on April 20,1990, V P Singh was
the prime minister. Then came the Chandra
Shekhar on November 10, 1990, followed by P
V Narasimha Rao on June 21, 1991. This was a
politically volatile period. The international
scenario was also witnessing dramatic
changes with the imminent collapse of the
Soviet Union. From the era when the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM) was the main in-
strument for promoting Indian foreign policy
to the times of pragmatism when “Nehruvian
idealism” came under severe attack, he re-
mained committed to his values and ideals.
Muchkund was araconteur par excellence
and recalled with his inimitable laugh how he
had shepherded a multi-party group of top
Indian leaders at Windhoek to the “torch in

Dubey was a firm advocate
of the Common Schooling
System. He was the
chairperson of the Common
School Commission of Bihar
which submitted its report
in 2007. He lamented the
lack of political will to
implement the Common
School System and was

agonised by the subversion
of the Right To Education.

the night” independence of Namibia in March
1990, waiting with child-like eagerness to
meet the iconic Nelson Mandela, who had
been released from prison a month before.

For 30 years after his retirement from for-
eign service in 1991, Dubey was a scholar and
public intellectual. He was a professor of
International Relations at Jawaharlal Nehru
University for eight years and president of CSD
from March 1995 till he passed away.
Whenever one visited his chamber at CSD, one
found himimmersed in work, his table loaded
with a huge pile of files, papers and books.
Whether it was guiding scholars, chairing
seminars and brainstorming sessions at the
Council or writing papers, monographs and
books, he was a workaholic, who would not
suffer mediocrity. In 2017, Lalan Shah Fakir ke
Geet, his book on the Bengali mystic poet and
social reformer, was launched in Delhi.
Bangladesh's Information Minister and
Chairman of the Bangla Academy had spe-
cially flown in from Dhaka for the event, anin-
dication of his close relationship with the
country where he had served as India's High
Commissioner between 1979 and '82.

Dubey was a firm advocate of the
Common Schooling System. He was the
chairperson of the Common School
Commission of Bihar which submitted its re-
port in 2007. He lamented the lack of polit-
ical will to implement the Common School
System and was agonised by the subversion
of the Right To Education.

Dubey was the chief consultant for a tril-
ogy of political documentary films that I had
been commissioned to make for the Ministry
of External Affairs on the history of NAM,
South-South Cooperation and a 7,600-km-
long road journey from New Delhi to Hanoi.
He was forthright with his contrarian views,
but at the same time, he aided the filmmaker
in negotiating the not-so-diplomatic
labyrinthine corridors of South Block.

Inearly 2010, there was a move by friends
of CSD to name the lane on whichits building,
Sangha Rachana, stood after the founder,
Durgabai Deshmukh. But a moneybag got
wind of the idea and had the lane named af-
ter her father. Muchkund and his associates
could not take itand a PILwas filed in the Delhi
High Court. Though they did not win the case,
he saw to it that CSD never recognised the new
name of the lane in any way.

In hislast year, a battle royale was fought to
install alift at the CSD building, so that Dubey
could access his chamber on an upper floor
but unfortunately, the permission for the in-
stallation did not come in time. Yet, he would
make it a point to visit the Council or India
International Centre every day.

Muchkund Dubey stood out as a beacon
of justice, equity and integrity and shall be
sorely missed.

The writer is the convener, Working Group on
Alternative Strategies and trustee, India
International Centre, New Delhi
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MILITANT ARRESTED

A NOTABLE NIHANG sect chief, Nihal Singh
Harianbelanwale was arrested by security
forces, at his headquarters in Hoshiarpur dis-
trict on June 27. Security officers received a
tip-off from a suspected terrorist regarding
Singh’s location. Arms and ammunition were
also recovered from the location, which is
suspected to be a terrorist hide-out.

EYE ON PAK FRONT

FOLLOWING THE CONTINUATION of
Pakistani media’s anti-India narrative and
suspicions of “a foreign hand” in Punjab, a

epaper.tndianexpress.mm.. .

committee of MPs was convened to discuss
reports of Pakistan’s nuclear developments,
aided by China. External Affairs minister, PV
Narasimha Rao whilst addressing commit-
tee concerns, said that the government was
keeping a close eye on nuclear programmes
in the neighbourhood.

BENGAL FLOODS

THE ARMY AND Air Force were called into
West Bengal to carry out relief and rescue
operations in flood-affected areas of the
state. Nineteen people were believed to have
drowned in the flooding on the Sali River in
Bankura district when a relief boat capsized

on June 27. Two children and 75 cows were
also said to be trapped in an abandoned mine
in Bardhaman district. Rescue operations are
being carried out in both locations.

UK CLARIFIES ROLE

AMIDST RUMOURS OF correspondence be-
tween Delhi and London regarding British
Special Air Services (SAS) units training Sri
Lankan regiments, a spokesperson of
Britain’s foreign office has clarified that there
are no British servicemen or personnel train-
ing troops in Sri Lanka. The presence of for-
mer SAS units was due to a commercial
arrangement under a private firm.
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Not by a single exam

Resolving the examination crisis requires systemic solutions. The first step is a school-centred online
examination system that uses latest technology and tests students over the year for concepts

R SUBRAHMANYAM AND
SUTIRTHA BHATTACHARYA

THE ENTIRE COUNTRY is disturbed by the in-
ability of the system to conduct crucial ex-
ams that determine the lives and careers of
millions of students. After the NEET and UGC
NET exam fiascos, the National Teaching
Agency (NTA) has become the whipping boy
in several quarters. The government has re-
moved the NTA director and investigating
agencies have swung into action to nab the
culprits. Some arrests have reportedly been
made. Fixing accountability for the current
crisis is no doubt necessary. More needs to
be done. Unless a robust and systematic so-
lution to ensure the probity of such mass-
scale testing is found, it might be difficult to
avoid similar tragedies in future.

The problem at hand is disturbing, First,
the selection for professional courses is done
through a single high-stakes exam. This
pushes most students to cramming the
learning material and coaching centres flour-
ish. The purpose of these coaching centresis
to train students to crack exams, not under-
stand the subject at the conceptual level. The
coaching industry is known to make insane
amounts of profits, while students go
through a personality-stunting experience
that lasts two years or more.

Second, aptitude is usually not the basis
for selection in the field of study or a branch
within that. In engineering, for instance, in
the past five years, the number of students
who graduate from institutes has
come down by 40 per cent - this shows
the lack of students’ interest after they
secure admission.

Third, the school system, especially the
higher classes (11th and 12th), has been un-
dermined, and yielded place to coaching in-

stitutions. Holistic personality development,
envisaged in several policy documents,
including the National Education Policy
2020, is sacrificed at the altar of a rote-based
learning process.

Fourth, the school boards are in sham-
bles, the assessment system is archaic and
evaluation mechanisms are not standard-
ised. Both the 10th and 12th Class Board ex-
ams are summative assessments (the evalu-
ation takes place at the end of the academic
year)which encourage students to cram the
learning material. NEP 2020 has unequivo-
cally talked of replacing the current summa-
tive assessment system with formative and
competency-based assessments. However,
the 2022-23 deadline set by the policy for
implementing this reform is long past.
Urgent steps are, therefore, required to
achieve the policy’s objectives.

Finally, our inability to conduct exams on
alarge scale is very disturbing. The NTA was
set up in 2017 to conduct these exams profes-
sionally using online computer-based pro-
cedures. Unfortunately, we have continued
with the pen/paper exams, which are known
to be prone to fraudulent practices.

The conundrum requires robust and sys-
temic solutions. The first step is to change the
selection process for all major admissions in
higher education (medical, engineering,
management) institutions and introduce
a continuous assessment system over a
two-year period.

We propose the following.

One, 40 per cent weightage could be as-
signed to eight quarterly academic assess-
ments (over two years) conducted online us-
ing a standardised question bank. These tests
can be taken on any day, within the school
premises. These online tests will be proc-
tored by the use of Artificial Intelligence-
based fraud detection systems. Question
banks can be built up to test critical thinking
and conceptual understanding as well as to
assess the ability of a student to use concepts
for problem-solving.

Two, 40 per cent weightage could be as-
signed for social and professional aptitude.
To ascertain this, we propose two six-week

Assessment systems in
school education need to be
reformed to test concept-
based understanding,
thereby fulfilling the
mandate of NEP 2020. The
stakes involved in a single
exam will be eliminated.
That could be an important
step towards the elimination
of examination fraud.

long internships with select institutes con-
nected with the subject of study. We also
propose mandatory participation in
NSS/NCC or select programmes aimed at
social upliftment.

Three, 20 per cent weightage should be
accorded to the final NEET/JEE exam. This
exam should be conducted online, at least
twice a year, allowing the student to choose
the best score for the final reckoning.

Currently, there are several doubts about
the education system’s capacity to conduct
these exams. Technology can be used to
overcome these challenges.

A robust question bank, online testing
and Al-based proctoring (the algorithm is
trained to register even the minutest of dis-
crepancies and suspicion) can enhance the
system’s credibility. Since all teachers will be
contributing to the question bank, and all
items will be tested for the level of difficulty,
itwould be a participative system — one fol-
lowing the objectives of NEP 2020.

Each student will get a different set of
questions within a similar difficulty range
and the IT system will be pre-programmed to
rank them. There are internationally-ac-
cepted statistical tools to ensure a similar
range of difficulty between different tests
and achieve parity of scores. This will of
course require cyber security protocols that
match up to global standards. Institutes such
as the Indian Statistical Institute and IITs can
be roped in to design the exam protocols.
They can hand-hold the exam conducting
authorities across the country and build up
their credibility and capacity.

This system could bring back focus on
schools. Assessment systems in school edu-
cation need to be reformed to test concept-
based understanding, thereby fulfilling the
mandate of NEP 2020. The stakes involved
in a single exam will be eliminated. That
could be animportant step towards the elim-
ination of examination fraud.

Subrahmanyam is former Education
Secretary, Government of India and
Bhattacharya is former Chairman, Coal India.
Views expressed are personal

Churn in France

Implications of outcome of snap polls ordered by Macron could extend beyond Europe

MOHAN KUMAR

FRENCH PRESIDENT EMMANUEL Macron is
nothing if not a gambler. It may be recalled
that he stormed to power in 2017 by taking
a huge risk: He set up a new party which he
claimed belonged neither to the left nor the
right and in so doing, hollowed out the tradi-
tional left and the right parties in France. In
many ways, the chickens are coming home to
roost for Macron.

The present political landscape in France,
therefore, has virtually no space for modera-
tion. Macron’s main reforms, like the ones on
pensionable age, have been extremely un-
popular. Remember also the mass protest of
the yellow vests in 2018 which erupted be-
cause of Macron’s green tax on fuel. It was,
therefore, not surprising that Macron lost his
legislative majority in parliament in June
2022.Since then, he has struggled to get any-
thing done in the fractious French parliament.

When European elections took place in
June therefore, there was no realistic
prospect of Macron’s party winning them.
Poll after poll said the far-right party of
Marine Le Pen would win. Win she did.
Macron then surprised everyone by calling
for snap legislative polls. However, elections
called by Macron will most certainly see him

lose his existing position either to the far right
or to the far left. So, why did Macron call for
snap polls? For one thing, he still hopes that
the French people will hesitate to vote for ex-
treme parties. For another, he believes a stint
in the government will show the extreme
parties for what they are.

The trouble is that Marine Le Pen has
been carrying out a process of “de-demoni-
sation” of her party (National Rally) and has
made statesmanlike comments on burning
issues of the day. Marine Le Pen no longer
says France must get out of the EU; she hopes
to work with other like-minded leaders like
Giorgia Meloni of Italy. Le Pen, however, is
expected to be tough on immigration and
favour economic nationalism. She is opposed
to globalisation and multiculturalism.

The parties of the left have cobbled to-
gether a “new popular front” which will fight
the legislative elections on promises like re-
tirement at 60 years, increasing minimum
wages, raising public sector wages, cutting
income tax and introducing a wealth tax for
the rich. Never mind that all this will be
calamitous for France which already has a
public debt to GDP ratio of 110 per cent.

While it is hard to predict precisely the

elections on June 30 and July 7, a two-step
process in France, some things may be said
with reasonable certainty. One, it is hard to
see Macron’s party get an absolute majority.
Two, while Macron will continue as President
(these are legislative elections and not presi-
dential) he will be forced to “co-habit” witha
prime minister from a different party. That
looks likely to be the young Jordan Bardella
who has been designated by Marine Le Pen.
Sheis eyeing Macron'’s position in three years’
time when presidential elections are due. A
hung parliament is also a possibility deepen-
ing the political uncertainty in France.
France is the second most important
economy in the EU and the only European
country now which possesses nuclear deter-
rence and is a permanent member of the
United Nations Security Council. The out-
come of the snap poll called by President
Macron could have the following geopoliti-
cal ramifications for Europe and beyond.
One, if as expected, there is “co-habita-
tion” between a Prime Minister belonging to
the far-right (or far-left for that matter) and
President Macron, then France will be too
weak to drive EU’s foreign and security policy.
Two, if the far-right or the far-left wins,

this may also bring France into direct
confrontation with Brussels on EU
membership obligations.

Three, it is well known that the Franco-
German engine drives the EU. Indeed, the
German Chancellor has already said that he
hopes Le Pen’s party will not win in the elec-
tions. The Franco-German engine will sput-
ter and may stop altogether.

Four, France’s commitment to the warin
Ukraine may waver. Marine Le Pen has ruled
out French troops in Ukraine and her prior-
ity will be funding her domestic agenda in
France not military aid to Ukraine. Five, the
far-left parties have taken a pro-Palestinian
position on the Gazaissue that has made the
French Jews and Israel very worried.

Finally, we may also be looking at a France
and consequently, an EU which is anti-im-
migration, economically more protectionist
and inward-looking. Six, the combination of
a possible Trump in the White House and a
geopolitically weak EU cannot but be wel-
comed by powers like China and Russia.

The writer is a former Indian Ambassador to
France and is currently Dean/Professor at O P
Jindal Global University. Views are personal
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“If Biden wants to make Trump’s malevolent words stick, he must bind them
together in a vivid, stark, and arresting picture of what American life will look
like if Trump, bent on vengeance, is reinstated as commander-in-chief.”

— THENEW YORK TIMES

The challenge
for Om Birla

The Speaker will have to run a House that has
234 Opposition members. He should be alive to
their concerns and be impartial

P DT ACHARY

THE EXCITEMENT DURING the past week
over the choice of the Speaker for the 18th
Lok Sabha came to an end with the election
of Om Birla by a voice vote. Under Article
100 of the Constitution “all questions atany
sitting of either House or a joint sitting of
both Houses shall be determined by a ma-
jority of votes of the members present and
voting”. The term “majority of votes” im-
plies an actual vote in the House as other-
wise a majority cannot be determined. The
voice vote is an accepted practice in legis-
latures. But the Constitution does not recog-
nise this practice. If the Opposition wanted
to challenge the result of the voice vote, they
could have pressed for a vote. Obviously,
they did not want todoit.

Speakers have been chosen mostly by
consensus except on four occasions in the
past. The basic reason is that the Speaker
belongs to the whole House and not to the
ruling party alone. He needs the support
and trust of all sections of the House just as
all of them need his indulgence and pro-
tection. Therefore, political parties try to ar-
rive at a consensus. In the initial days of the
Republic, political leaders, steeped in the
British tradition, chose men of great stature
as Speakers because they believed in moral
qualities such as impartiality and objectiv-
ity. But, as politics and political perspec-
tives evolved over a period of time, the
choice of the Speaker became a purely par-
tisan affair. Ruling parties always want their
own person in the post because it can be
advantageous in times of difficulties in the
House. These advantages are many. For ex-
ample, the Speaker is the last word on
everything connected with the House.
Under Article 110(3), the Speaker alone has
the authority to certify that a bill isa money
bill. The advantage of this action is obvious
in the sense that the money bill can’t be
passed or rejected by the Rajya Sabha. It can
only make a recommendation which may
or may be accepted by the Lok Sabha,
which alone has a final say in the matter.

Similarly, bills are referred to the
Standing Committees by the Speaker. He
can take a view that the bills need not be
referred and his decision is final. Similarly,
the Speaker can disallow any Parliament
question tabled by a member who cannot
even enquire why his question has been
disallowed. The Speaker is also the tribu-
nal who decides cases of defection of MPs,
that can be tremendously useful for polit-
ical parties in power. Thus, the finality of
the Speaker’s decision can be a source of
comfort and confidence for ruling parties.

The office of the Speaker originated,
along with the emergence of Parliament,
in 13th century England. The history of the
House of Commons of England is the his-
tory of conflicts and confrontations be-

tween the Commons and the kings. The
presiding officer of the Commons came to
be called the Speaker because he was au-
thorised by the House to speak to the King
on behalf of the members of the Commons.
The English kings constantly harassed the
members of the Commons. The Speakers,
in fact, suffered imprisonment when they
interceded on behalf of the Commons. The
history of the British Parliament also shows
that as many as seven Speakers were be-
headed by kings between 1395-1535. This
led to a situation where the person elected
as Speaker would try to run away but
would be held back physically by the MPs
and dragged to the Speaker’s chair. This
later gave rise to the practice of the
Speaker-elect making motions of hesita-
tion when he is escorted to the Chair by the
Prime Minister and the Leader of
the Opposition.

The Speaker is the protector of the in-
terest of the MPs. In 1642, King Charles I en-
tered the House of Commons with his
armed bodyguards. He sat on the Speaker’s
Chair and ordered the Speaker to surren-
der five Members of the Commons who
were charged with treason. Speaker
William Lenthal’s response created history.
He said, “May it please your majesty, [ have
neither eyes to see nor tongue to speak in
this place, but as the House is pleased to di-
rect me, whose servant [ am here and I
humbly beg your majesty’s pardon that I
cannot give any other answer than this to
what your majesty is pleased to demand of
me.” These words echo through centuries
for he defied the King at great risk to his life.
This is the hallowed tradition of the office
of the Speaker.

The 18th Lok Sabha poses great chal-
lenges to the Speaker. It is customary for
every party leader to glorify the past
“achievements” of a Speaker when he oc-
cupies the chair the second time. But as
they go along, the political dynamicsin the
House will come into full play. It takes great
wisdom and tact to deal with an
Opposition which has 234 MPs in the
House. The only way a Speaker can run the
House smoothly is by being fair to all. In the
context of the Parliament, it would mean a
non-partisan approach informed by objec-
tivity and absolute impartiality. Practice
and Procedure of Parliament by M N Kaul
and S L Shakdhar speaks about the impar-
tiality of the Speaker in the following
words: “Within the walls of the House his
authority is supreme. This authority is
based on the Speaker’s absolute and un-
varying impartiality — the main feature of
his office, the law of its life. “

Impartiality of the Speaker is not a tru-
ism or a trite expression. The dominant
concern of MPs of the Lok Sabha yesterday
while felicitating the Speaker was that he
should be impartial. From their experience,
they know what it meant. India’s demo-
cratic system has invested great confidence
in the impartiality of the Speaker. Wisdom
demands that it should not be allowed to
become a matter of grave concern in
Parliament in the days to come.

The writer is former Secretary General,
Lok Sabha

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

(GHOSTS OF THE PAST

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Never
again’ (IE, June 27).Just days after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi talked about
the need for collaboration and consen-
sus in the new Parliament, what
prompted the newly appointed Lok
Sabha Speaker to rehash the
Emergency? The obvious motivation
was to get even with Congress for its im-
pressive performance in the recent gen-
eral elections. It was an unfortunate
start to the new Lok Sabha, demonstrat-
ing that the administration is yet to
grasp the message the electorate con-
veyed. Why can we not draw lessons
from the 50-year-old episode instead of
using it for political gain, to one end or
the other. Would the BJP peep into its
sleeves and see how its government has
perpetrated excesses similar to that
era? Likely not.

Kamal Laddha, Bengaluru

PRIORITISING CITIZENS

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Only by
eternal vigilance’ (IE, June 27). In mo-
ments most needed, the people of India
have come together. The Sampoorna
Kranti led by Jai Prakash Narain and
Save the Constitution, brotherhood, fra-
ternity of the nation call led by Rahul
Gandhi are a few examples. There is
striking similarity between the rise
against the Emergency of 1975 and now
against the BJP’s rule in the last ten
years. The article would have been

more relevant had it expanded on the
lessons from the Emergency to the sit-
uation in India over the last ten years.
Had citizens not responded with wis-
dom and sanity and compelled the elec-
toral results once again to the era of a
coalition government, India’s future
could have headed in a dark direction.
This electoral outcome will strengthen
the federal structure of the Indian state,
ensuring a balanced power-sharing dy-
namic between the Centre and states.
It will also allow more room for opposi-
tion in Parliament and wield a result
favourable to the people of India.
Haji Gulam Ahmed
Chauhan, Jaipur

MERE LIP SERVICE

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Speaker in-
vokes Indira and Emergency blot,
Congress MPs protests’(IE, June 27). Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla’s condemna-
tion of the Emergency seems more a
political ploy to target the Congress
party. Indeed, the BJP in the recent past
resorted to similar excesses without
even the fig leaf of a declaration of
Emergency. As Speaker in the 17th Lok
Sabha, Birla indiscriminately used his
powers to suspend over a 100
Opposition MPs, and the executive’s use
of stringent laws to stifle dissent from
civil society, the polity and the media,
are for all to see. The resolution for the
BJP seems to be not much more than
mere lip service.

S SPaul, Nadia
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preserved for s In , ospila g : Badli. Dalki. ldentificat ¢ Hentfiad The detalled Scope of work, items, EMD Tender document, Date & Time of Superintending Engineer
Mortuary. His physical description is as amaipur Badsl, : el Ieenuhialion Of-Lnkiandie Submission of bids/opening of bids etc. are available on the 'e-procurement’ DIPR/C/4986/2024 PWD Circle Jaisalmer
under:- dead body of male is as under: websita of Govt, of NCT of Delbi hitp://goviprocurement.delhi.gov.in and on
Sex: Male, Age: About 35 years, Height: 5' 6" ft,, Complexion: : ; i . | Junivarsity website hitp:f www.dlu. ac.in agalnst Tendar ID No. mentionad abave,
shallow, Face: Long, Built: Thin, Hair: Black colour hair and HIETE' Unknnv:*m, Age: A!}n“t 4']'-4.5 Years, Height: For participation in this tender through e-procurement solution, afl the tenderers WESTERN RAILWAY - AHMEDABAD DIVISION
moustache, Wearing: Brown colour pant and red colour T-Shirt. 5'6", Complexion: Wheatish, Wearing: Blue Colour | {are required to have digital certificate and registration with the application service E-AUCTION FOR NON FARE REVENUE CONTRACTS
_ : _ L it : A il : -
Any person having any information or clue about the deceased | | T-Shirtand Black Colour Underwear. nrri&lwrtm (ASP). f:_mdng-en-:!um if any m:: be issued through E-procurement portal VAl eltrerion, 10 Shave, s A %‘.]’.QL“Ti;”E;L_A&E’Q?_.}E_{CEQ@ a;;é :g;;;;;
may kindly inform to the undersigned on the following address or - - ; only. Concerned bidders must monitor e same Dr. Anil Kumar | | nopished on (REPS wehsite. The detads ase lurmnished as ander -
telaphone numbers:- If anyone have any information or clue about this male Dy. Registrar (Gen. Admin,)| | =T — —
: 1 1 . IO QLEe a2 antrac a i (=]
SHO | | deceased may kindly be inform undersigned. - o g B P e
Website: http:/icbi.nic.in PS5 I.P. Estate, Delhi SHO - . : MFR-ADI-11-24 | Advertising Out of Home H:;uz‘-tlnpz.a:g IE::E :;::I.r.d:;lg
E-mail: cic@chi.govin Ph.: 011-23370928, 23378387 i S R AfRIAr B BRITGRT ki i
Tel. No.: 011-24368638/24368641 Mobile: 8750870426 e P : ' ﬁiﬂlﬁ = Mote: (1) Prospective Bidders are requestad to visit the e-Auction Leasing module on
Fax No.: 011-24368639 DP/8278/CD/2024 | | DP/8165/0N/2024 Ph.: 9868925371 a% Udsd, qm | IREPS wehsite (www. ireps,gov.in) and gel themselves ragistared bafars participating
= inthe auction. (2) The Lot-wise detaifs under above mentioned Catalogus Mo, ame
- - -—y - - — =] 4 - | ]ﬂ awvaitable under he head of the upcoming a-aucton, Zora Weslern Railway, Unit:
[ P iy PUBLIC NOTICE Ahmedabad Division-Commercial (3) Initial Cooling OFf periad is 30 minutes.
_ﬂ;ﬁﬁ ﬁh_{ﬂ Succassive Lol Closing interval s 10 minules. Lol-wise Closing Time can be viewead in
fC’Cf Eﬂ"k In the pFE‘u'iEW of SWEEP order b?ﬁ" cs H.EI:I":,I'.EII"I.EI vide '{'ﬂ G E K4 Gl I‘_:” ;E'} T‘_EE E E | the e-Auction module of IREPZ, {4} Far any gueries related to schedulad auction,
Reqi ffice: ICICI Bank T N hakli Circle, Old P li ﬁ E Fa_ Tl please resch us at srdcmi@adi.railnat.govin o on +21-8724 093368, ADCEnD
cgistered © ;eoaz,cvadaor;u,vazrgoggyr,%u?a:a?rce Ol Padra FE”SJSDHN?1EH?{1-E] Dat'&‘.d 11/06/2024 and Eﬁ &N GT T — W.R.D., Like us on: [ facebook.comWesternRly « Follow us on: [ twitter.com/WesternRly
Corporate Office: ICIC| Bank Towers, Bandra Kurla Complex, O ik e ey nelg L;E"dﬂ' thel | /M.1.D./DUMKA/F,-13/2023-24 Dated-15 =
Bandra East, Mumbai 400051, Maharashtra chalmansnip o wisiona QMIMHSsionear, urugram, ) . i . = |RAIL LAND DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
Branch Relocation Notice Mumﬂiﬂ'al Gﬂfﬂﬂrﬂtmn GUTUQTEW has puhlished the EOI ﬂzznzq ,0d FR N'D~_ 3 19 ]L E[} MIHDF_IH lgﬂtlﬂﬂ i I siatdory Authordy undss Miniskry of Rallways, Gowsmanent of India) &lpm
; - Unit No. 702-B, Tth Floor, Ko Tower-il, DMRE Building,
ranch me ocation o ;—.nld recewei the bids from the open market for the| |(23-24): D& HHi®w — 01 @& argfRer] R a0 7828, Tih Ploss, Koanectus Towns, DAVEE Rising, NI,
. . " ol D'Wll"lg WOIrKSs. REGUEST FOR PROPOSAL THROUGH E-TENDER
New Delhi - Guru Harkishan Nagar Branch
° % I W 5 0/~ R i A S R e —
This is to intimate you that with effect from July 8, 2024, we are ﬁrﬂ Dimiai:::n of Ma:lmu::lf:sarvid HraTers arfere, POCKETF IN VIBHUTI KHAKD, GOMT NAGAR LUCKNOW FOR 68 YEARS LEASE PERICO
relocating to a more convenient location. The address of the new - R — — S ; m'ﬂlg THEH A Sk Cneimon Mg, fiwa FAR Feadinrin Fiiios
locution s azmentioned belowr T [FARNSROABRON INIGHY) TORCInG. AUG) RN PR.NO.327887 Minor Irrigation(24-25):D HE ' " b e e 5 .
' uniocading) of the waste from the e ol 2 g Wil Khaee), GomliNAGaE | -5igvs o Rt B et Bl i [P B2 g

New Location: ICICI Bank Ltd., 411, Upper Ground Floor, Bhera

I _ secondary collection to landfill site Online Pre-Bid Mesting : 02nd July, 2024 at 11:30 Hrs.
Enclave, Paschim Vihar, Delhi- 110087. including the management of waste al APFMI. Fon I“E“TIFIGATI“H [Online Pre-bld meeting details to be obitained from Dy.General Mana%ﬁanrnj;ects;
There would be no change in your Account Number or the landfill site(by using the Pokelane for ool Dk ot Suhvmalins ot E-bid 5l i 3009 SUBY o LW Hes

Far Fusther details of the project, please vist our websie wwwridaindianralbvays.govin

security itemsissued to you. unioading and shifting and R : or on e-procurement portal www tenderwizard.In/RLDA under the heading ‘edtender’
The following guidelines are applicable for customers holding dozing/compaction by using the dozer, 4 G!_EI‘]EFEl public is hereby informed that 'Eﬁ:‘f%"‘ﬂ%ﬂl‘!’?r Lmay pla:ﬁe mlnua - i :
lockers with our New Delhi - Guru Harkishan Nagar Branch. |2 [Providing of ractor with trolley at GVP's| _Rs.27000/Month/ | this Person Named: Govinda, Sfo: | [ ereemmmum e e 1 e ]t ki e | b e it
In the process of relocating our branch, we will also be relocating for the transfer of garbage lo Secondary| Tractor with trolley sukhlal, Rfe: Rain Basera Shahzada : B d‘nﬂihﬁ‘fﬂﬁ 0 Mt blbagropit |$iﬂé'“g5 "‘:95’“]:';?“5
L X Cpmrida 'E'Fﬂ oom | riga.ralinel.} sam ra.gazsi su 1 In_Ey. ara
the safe deposit lockers to the address, as specified above. The = p.l.j_l.ljlﬁ frrrludll'lg fu_ﬂil an::l drwr;'.'r' — — Bagh, Inderlok, Delhi, Age: Aboutl 38 | gev.in Dgovin | stendermizard.com|
shifting of the locker units will begin on July 6, 2024 and they will 3. [Providing of JCB al GVP's & Secondary Rs.1,15.000 years, Sex: Male HEight: 5'4" :EEE':;}ZE;EI:“‘ .'Q.Lﬁi‘::;’:.”"" ;:Tube published only on Jﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂ;ﬂm'
beinstalled atthe new location on July 8,2024. Points including fuel & driver including fuel & : Complexion: Shallow, Face: Ovel, Built; = ar
In case you wish to continue to operate your locker at the new l Oty | / Thin, Eyes: Black, H 1| : Black &Sh rt
location, we request you to empty your locker and take charge of Intertested person may contact the Sh. Naresh kumar In, Eyes: black, Rair: E”:. ort, WESTERN RAILWAY - AHMEDABAD DIVISION
its contents. Please do so before July 6, 2024. You may replace Joint Commissioner-SBM {QBQEEEGGGE;} and Sh Ni ES!‘II Place of Recovery: Found Hindu Male VARIOUS ENGINEERING WORKS
them at the new location, anytime, during banking hours after . : : ik b dead body at L-18, Shasiri Nagar, Delhi E-TENDER NOTICE NO. 11 YEAR 2024-2025 DATED 21.06.2024
) kumar EE-SBM (B053494965) in their office with their :
July 8, 2024, atyour convenience. S | below th . \ on 19.06.2024. In this regard DD No. g, E-Tender No. & Approximate EMD Cost
In case you are unable to empty your locker, we shall have to consent or proposal on or below Ineé maximum rates as 116A, Dated: 19.06.2024, has been registered at PS.: Sarai Na. Mame of Work NIT Cost o3
move the locker units, along with its content. The locker units will above . Rohilla, Delhi. 01 | DRM-ADI-88-2024-25 38,39 42 562 .39 20,68.700
be moved under proper supervision and every precaution will be : d/- _ _ Ahmedabad Viramgam Section Prowding catile fencing in connection with Vande
taken to handle them carefullv. incer 0 ) Ben made 0Cd Ice 1o ce U haral Irain undar the Junsdictions of Senior Divisional Engineer (Wesl)
y For Executive Engineer| | Sincere efforts have been made by local police to fra t B urisi [ Senior D Eng W
Assuring you of the best services, at all times. Commissioner,| | information about this person but no clue has come to light so far. If Aham il
Sincerely, . Municipal Cﬂépﬂrﬂ“““- any person having any information or clue about this person may e g““fgﬁ*f“”*‘ i wzﬁ?iﬁ > - fj; il ——
B hM New Delhi - Guru Harkishan N B h i urugram : andhidharm Improvement of infrastructuee of railway instiute snd Repasring of Fi
et e £ e et S St A g kindly inform to the following. SHO line and other associated works under jurisdiction of DEMN(NW-ADI, (Composite
T T I P.S.: Sarai Rohilla, Delhi waork}
' DP/8200/N/2024 Ph.: 011-23691106, 8750870133 ; T ; 57,12,076.40 1,14,300.00
03 | DRM-ADI-90-2024-25
Alcl—<] ﬁﬁgaia ﬂ-’ﬂé’fﬂf ] Repairs to cat walk No.1 at Kankariya pit line & other ancillary works under
- o G0LLag OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL, = jurisdiction of Divisional Engineer (Works) -Ahmedabad
fAiferan s LR 4 {:‘" =  GOVERNMENT MEDICAL COLLEGE, PURNEA Closing date & time of e-tender : Dat 16.07.2024 Time 15:00 Office Address : Senior
faaiia a9 2024-25 H reral ffl‘:%:‘cr—-rr W'ﬂﬁ_ﬂ a*' a%—-ﬁ'-rr %, & Line Bazar Purnea — 854301 (Bihar] CAIMEAR EAMAT o/ ontoni AAnAdaRed, DI 4 Sl Mol Seamus Scon
qedTera / Rt i gemre @ 5 (An Institution of Govt. of Bihar) pposite New Swadeshi M, Naroda Road, Amdupura, abad- 342 site
< '\E[ WIS 15 EovELmepurmeddtpmail.coim i
1?[ \ﬂTg:ﬁ‘-r[ £ of+% YEER T3 § U9H Yhrer &) i 9 21 (E'T:Eﬁiﬁj |3_*_‘|I —_ Visit us ; hitps:/gmehpurnea com Like us on: B3 facebook.comWesternRly * Follow us on: B twittter.comWesternRly
& ey f‘fﬂ#‘qf@ﬁ fa=gait ov el =1 9o 8¢ ¥ vd GOC & ArvEs i Frfdan s
i Tﬂﬁﬁmmﬁ i iwm;wﬁﬁﬂ? ﬂq}wmaﬁ ﬂ {aﬁ?@: e Mgt 41 aidd {lachha oo 2024 25) Advertisement Regarding engaging Retd. Principal in the
ST : .ﬂﬁa_ﬁﬁh % A </ | Sld BN G a1 £ B e | T - e e | o B s L s O 1 O Y - 1 2 O | g s :
STENERTTIEN] TTed H STH= 3 S & (FiEsT & wfty 3ifow ol 7| | sofremes gftft & ®=irg geaeTern vl Rarf geen & fe fsig 9d 202425 KGBYVs Distt. Sirsa
L = o} 5 5 o ' i a. " " P :
A 5.00 o dde ﬁ|'§| | iterm fofer o1 voare siEr Sraaf=e smEETe al H HfEHa vg U HisHH JHIH] T U9 el HEha, M= a4 EemarsE 5 Required retired Principal preferably female in KGBVs spainst the vacamt postions. Principal should be engaped
Os _EETH%‘[ ff'::Ti 919 5.00 99 T ﬁ!ﬁlﬁ'ﬁ FTERIT &1 A [T 'i_:-‘lﬁ]ﬂﬁ’l'faﬂ'[ e (A U aersTa) ) 3;||if.i“.:f Fo pE[. T “”ﬁ'ﬂ"ﬁ et arerm 3|§Q|,{:,,__] mitially for a penod of one year or bll the arrangement 18 made by Head office, whichever is garlier, The monthly
] i) ] L L C 5 * emunaration for these retined personnetis LRI i !. [k | [ & ." = | s per Tosl o P LAREEL] =
it ) i faf 3 arreh ff &Y 1.00 991 29 & &7 Wiy oy @il | | e o reeal E Reeh @ WuEvSl @ Wl @ o e # ud ooshodio @ grr| [ emunention for these retired personnels would be fived i.e. 20000/- M. as per following dotoil :
ST} (e AR IR amafieal wd o 9hd st wfafiR suRer v gl 4 widet @l sgli 6wl e @ 9 e oad el Rl Terms and S.No. Pestien Vacant Post KGBY Kcharwaln KGBY Fatehpurin N.K
o & | FfdeT & P vd o7 aen qeaet v sl @ 9 aled ® Condition) @ W fI=T07 @ Werm Oarar 1 {03 9§ 21 1591 & iy qeves for®re o : -
- ] L. ¥ Till
dereEe Www.nmch.org ¥ rasers i o e & | Frafira are /vl diee g fafaer gafle w8 ) 21 9 B9 s et v & s , ' _ remcipal v i
i YOl & 47 foedl amaiEr & ¥ Ui S 8. Y801 & df o9 e e 76 Eligible candadates submil their Beo daia along with experience cerfificate and other relevant docwments by
e urs &1 oty | Biftey ursy o &t aifas e 6 are 829 &g ofafe & 999 12072024 m the O/ DPC, 85, 2nd floor, Room No. 61, Mini Seot., Sirsa up to 5:00 PM and uppear [or interview
PR. No. 002662 (Health) 2024-25 ATelg1 AfEea wera ye f - - ; : ~ slong with the orgins! doc 16.07.2024 5t 11:00 AM in ! [ ADC. Sirsa. Fo '
i ﬁﬁﬁ'{ G!-n‘r—'lﬁ |'I'_fI:|TI-£T ﬁﬁwm”m ?"l?'ﬁ qﬂ'ﬁqm 'g'ﬁ'rﬁ}rra' Eﬁ&m ﬁ Tmm% I Jloag iR c O TSNS Oin ! 3t 11 I e 0l rl-u. i ".Ir'-.i il '|'I'If|rl.,.||'|;{l rﬁ'![lil'l'l |'|'||".
[ AT .state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar ¥ g & o0 w5 # . L 5o g . : COMACT Of ‘+~If-"""lr-'~
e MEACLLLL hias. goudn e L ISR Higwe QWTH /A Wretl Bl Yol T 4 JEidierd W B Ga | 12.00 9o QaiE- ¥ 04, S g S
*1 ¥ 991 &1 £ [P &l SUER, §¢ e 3R IRAR ¥ @R 00 SRR AP g Tl Y Habdl & U1 998iET hitps://gmchpurnea.com ™ s dditianal m};“,_}. Coimbiiier: District Project Coordinator,
SPECIAL BRANCH &9 Whed B | — Cum Chairman, S5, Sirsa No. 27240 HRY Samagra Shiksha, Sirsa
PR. No. D02682 [Health) 2024-25 T fafea weoTea, it
POLICE HEADQ UARTER! MP! BHOPAL firwpa w=td www.state bihar.govin/prdbihar @ ura # @n wasft 81 B ot dRI—05946—264331 ( h ) $—#e: pmbridculhld@gmail.com
= : [ ; Y BRIDCUL ﬁ \.,a CIN No.U45203UR2008SGC032591

No. SB/Store/ 2024-25(207), Bhopal, Dated 19/06/2024 91 ¥ 99 B € Uh 2 909, §¢ Ihed 3R TRIR A @R

| 597, U4, Tl TUS 3ER SHRTTIR STAUHT PRUNI 3iTh STRNIUS ferfics

ARIBCUL

“ONLINE E-TENDER NOTICE” i (STREVE WRER F1 SUHH) Td § TRIGUS oy a1 fwra form fefics aRRaern sars-gegi
. . OFFICE OF DEPUTY DIRECTOR, $OTg ST : Iddl SIdl, 8IS F@, Todio —ag1 J@, g, Hiard — 263139
E-tender are invited by Assistant Inspector General of TESTING AND RESEARCH INSTITUTE S ——— Y S ———
Police, Special Branch (G) M.P., Bhopal on behalf of DGP ROAD CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT, N ferferen 5 A2l )
MP Bhopal for the followin item on  website QTR. NO.- 9/12, (12 Set), SHASTR! NAGAR, {Near LN.LP.N. Hospital) ( !gélﬂ .':HliHiIUI |
. P e . J SHASTRI NAGAR, PATNA- 800023 BIHAR {INDIA) TEHR XISUUTe, SRIETS, BT 3R W G (9 e gRT 39 P 8 wwafid Sofi-ll (2 BRiS a6 B
https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app:- . . . >l & :
NOTICE INVITING QUOTATION Rifaer fmior @ral) & Uoiige Ud oiqwa o SeaRl/BH 3 #edR X R -fIs Rived & R W
S. Name of Item(s) Qty. Tender Fees EMD Tender No. Notice Inviting Quotation no. — 01/2024-25 AR $—fHfaerd safid &1 STl 8-
No. Rs. Rs. Estimated Cost
Pa(id (;n"ne Thro(ugh) 1. Designation and Address of the Advertiser -  Deputy Difectn:ur, Testing & Heseath institutea, sl Ref No. Name of Project (rn::r;:Ja(ii?lg G(?I' i;‘:;:‘eesyt Co;;g:r:‘eennc:er Tin.‘le
tenders.gov.in Road Construction Department, Bihar, Patna. No & all Taxes) | (in Lac) (InRs.) Period
T Mionocular 5 18"803/ '93 0.0 560/~ Tst Tonder | 2. Date of Issue of Notice Inviting Quotation - 25.06.2024. (In lac)
5 1Ground Penctraing | 23 = 600/_ 2’07’000/_ ist Tender | 3. Last Date and Time for Submitting Quotation - 23.07.2024 upto 03.00 PA 1 [BRIDCUL / HLD (fSell HRITR A+ildlel URER H ugd A, 4000 + 18%
Rader (GPR)(Hand ’ o by the Quotationer /02/2024-25 |sifreera, e A & er—4 WA 7@ AW sazo | 10 [ O oo me
Held) 4. Date and Time of opening of Quatation - 23.07.2024 upto 03.30 PM fFraioT | o _
3 |VHF Interceptor .39 10,000/- 5,85,000/- | 1st Tender | 5. Place for Opening the Quotation received - Testing & Research Institute, Road Construction ﬁff@l d T HYA S13ells w%ﬂ% ”é ARIR 28_;(%)6'2024’1# XTg+T 03.00 ol i?: fara ST e a% I
4 |Long Range UAV 06 10,000/~ | 14,40,000/- | Tst Tender Department, Bihar, Patna 12072024 STRTET 03,00 X1 T & | ST & Tl & a0Ie FHIST Weqrel FARges rranndt 7 Ffe ey
: — | i 0T (e S e Thiaas 993 g fhdl W TR & trﬁaﬁ:[c G R CRIRC RS | https://uktenders.gov.in R STerar Huil
1. Cost of tender document (Tender Fee) is non refundable and LN.LP. N, Hossital SENEEAENT BT AT DI HROT e (AfAeT T Wy s1erar AR o 1 qof ifeyepm &1 |
cannot be exempted in any condition & must submit online| | & o vaiaiy 120 Days gRATSHT 9a-eIdh
through website https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app. 7. Earnest Money - Earnest Money @ 2% of total quoted amaunt {In
2. Tender document can be download from the website of MP multiple of Rs. 100] _ NATIO NAL HEALTH M ISS[ON J HAJJAR
Police (www.mppolice.gov.in) Particular to be Quoted by the Quotationer
) . . : Gty | Unit Quoted Quated SHORT TERM NOTICE
3. Bids shall be submitted online only at MP Tenders website:| | sina Particulars (As per Requirement) i HHEE-’NE., in .ﬁ.ml-;:ntin A re Specialist D MBBS with MD/MS/DNB/DIPLOMA al
. ‘i figure B words | figure & plications are invited to hire Specialist Doctors | wit MS/ alang
https:/mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app el with medical council registration.) for fixed days on call rotational Specialist OPD Services in
4. Tender Schedule: "1 | 150 certified 3-5peed Core Cutter Machine (A6 | two UPHCs Bahadurgarh upgraded into Urban Polyclinics as mentioned below:-
No_ Tender Acti\"ty - Date & Time kf!;-'.l.m -Elfv::l:l-'ﬂ:r'i:lt I!_-I:IrII:' Cutting Elr'lli.ils.dl.lﬂl:.":.::-'n-!:l , Hﬂm'E ﬂf EEWiI.'-E E“gibiﬁtj‘ . FLAEE GF DUT‘IF LEISt Dam ﬂf Fﬂl’Tﬂ
. |Submission of written queries through | | L o . to be provided (UPHCS UPGRADED| Submission
i . . . 01/07/2024 up to 17.00 hrs. with all accessories induding diamond core bit INTO POLYCLINICS
e-mail: sec25-sb@mppollce.gov.|n of 100 mm and 150 mm inbernal DMameter per - ' ] :
i |Pre Bid Meeting along with written queries| 02/07/2024 at 11.00 hrs. set with installation, Demonstration B Training F'T:ﬁﬁf?}rpa :ﬂgﬁﬁﬁ:ﬂq&hﬁgﬂ;&d 1) ﬂg’:&&‘—f LLA piljgr?niﬂégéﬂ: r
lii|Bid Submission Start Date 10/07/2024 at 10.00 hrs. CERAAN AR OMBII Ao o2t wilh Services for  |DNB/Diploma along with BAHADURGARH |9A Bahadurgarh on
iv |Last date of online e-Tender submission |18/07/2024 up to 16.00 hrs. | | | (oundimy watranty of 1 years Ll | Medicine, medical council registration.  |2) UPHC VIKAS any working day
v |Bid will be opened on 19/07/2024 up to 16.00 hrs. 8. For further any enquiry please contact us on mobile nos.- 9470001358 ."' gbﬂmmfﬁ& " : fia 4000 g:ﬁ:EUHGAHH hﬂt"gﬁggﬂﬂgﬁhm to
. . - | EI01641688. ynaecology, onorarium :- Rs per w
vi_ |Demonstration from ltem No. 110 2| 29/07/2024 at 11.00 hrs. o _ —_— , i Paediatrics,  |visit for minimum 6 hours in a complete
. | ltem No. 310 4| 30/07/2024 at 11.00 hrs. Far further details please visit - www.state.bihar.gowv.in/prdbihar Opthalmology, |day @ Maximum of 3 days in application form
Sq/ Dermatology & |a week per specialist and atteslad copy
o Deputy Director | Fsychialry | of documents
_ D. 1.G. of Police Testing & Research Institute Sd/- Sa/-
(Intelligence) M.P. Bhopal PR. No. 002673 (RCD) 2024-25 Road Construction Department Civil Surgeon Deputy Clvil Surgeon
G-12462-24 Tel. No. 0755-2443654 ',-_rfl 'Eﬁ' g m Eﬁ w qﬁml Bihar, Patna. No. 2T233/HRY Jhajjar NHM (Jhajjar)

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .
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NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY
CORRIGENDUM NO 1

Name of the Work: "Provizion of RTU
at 11 Mos., Mid-Section Interlocked LC
gates over Bikaner Division and
Provision of Large format Display of
DLMC sysiem as per RDsO
specification and shifting of datalogger
neatwaorking from Gd4kbps o E-1
(2Mbps) chanpel of datalogger sysiem
over Bikaner Division.” Vida this
corrigendum following amendment arg
maide-in Tender No, : S&ETIBKNS ET

NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE
Sr. Divisional Elecirical EngineerTraction Distribution, DREM's Office, Siate
Entry Road, New Delhi for & on behall of President of India, inviles opan a-
tender forthe under noted work

1, Name of Miscellanaous works inconnection with reliability
Wmtwl;h improvement of Traction Distribution Assets in the
its location | | iri=diction of OHE/TKD & OHE/FDB,

Fs. 41,44 569 58/
Rs. 82.900/-

0507 2024 (00,00 Hrs.)
to 19.07 2024 (15.00 Hrs.)

19.07 2024 {15.00 brs.)

L TAMIL NADU MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LTD. L= INDIAN RAILWAYS
@ (A Government of Tamilnadu Undertaking) e GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (BHARAT SARKAR)

No. 417, Pantheon Road, Chennai-&600 008.
Phone: 044-2819 1890, 2819 0259 Website: www.tnmsec.tn.gov.in MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (RAIL MANTRALAYA)
(RAILWAY BOARD)

E-Mail: gmdrug.tnmseitn. gov.in, mngrpurdrug.tnmseatn.gov.in
Online Tenders is invited by the Tender Inviting Authority, Tamilnadu New Delhi, dated: 27.06.2024
Medical Services Corporation Lid., Chennai - 600008, for the supply of Drugs CORRIGENDUM-VIII
for IVF Centres from the Licensed Manufacturers having three vears Market TR R ;
5t andmg and hnlrllng Good Manu Facturing Practice Certificate fas per revised Subject - E<Tender No. TM-2303 for procureamant of Rail Borne Maintenance
Schedule-“M") issued by the Drug Control Autherity. Direct Importers holding a Vihiche- REMY ot incaa Bdipaagne 1o e oponec o 110 7. 3024
valid Import License and experienced in the field for a minimum period of three vears Tha date of opening of abova mentionad tender due on 28062024 has been
posiponed fo 31.07. 2024
All other terms and conditons of the subject tender remain unchanged.

Nao. 2020 Track-1IMCIS

2.| Approx. Cost of work

3.; Earnest Money Deposit
4,'_ E-Tender Bid Online
| Submission Pariod
5.| | E-Tender Bid Submission End Date

and Loan Licensees having valid Loan License or Authorized Stockiest | Dealers
holding valid manufacturer’s authorization letter are also elipible to participate in

| & E-Tender Open Date & Time ) this tendet. E E [Vijay Singh) 294 I:!as;riptinrr. Data & Tl_rnq for
3 ] W-Eh!llﬂ- paméﬁﬂ?wﬁm complete "www.ireps..gnv.in Date and 1) Executive Director/Track (M&EMC) Ehgn;m;g;: iin-;indd;r“ﬁx;itmgé
| details of tender documents can be seen time of Raitway Board kel - p _
— ———— Tender e-Tender % m Corrigendum: 0307 2024 Note:-
E-Tender No.: 19-TRD-NDLS-2024-25 Dated 27.06.2024 Sl. o e-Tender : TS online Tele: No. 011-47845531 | | Others Terms & Conditions will ramain
No Desuription Reference Floating |Brbmicsion opening of 192612024 E-mail: vijay.singh.2017@gov.in | |same

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE  REEIL Period | Duration TF hnical el el i Divl. Rly. Manager ({S&T)
e Em:;]E SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH ASMILE NWR, Bikaner

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION Oniine  Tender Tt
St Pulblicis Nerabiformad st the supply of Drugs| e011/M(p)y [2500.2024) 12072024 PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE TRACK RENEWAL WORKS IN

'; : for IVF Centres to| [VF-DRUGS/ 30.07.2024 TINSUKIA DIVISION

an unidentified dead body of a male " l |TNMSC Limited under| TNMSC /2024, ;éﬂgfrégti 1,}%?)%?3;:' at APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON Tender Notice No: TSK/ENGCY34 of 2024;
Namely Unknown Sfo Unknown, Rio '3 rate contract system Dated. .up.'r_r.'.u = up;n.:u 11.00 AM (See Section 82 Cr.PC) Dated: 25.06-2024; E-Tender are invited
Kapashera farm No.53, Age: about for two vears from the| 28.06.2024 | _ by the undersigned for the following work,
45-50 years, Height: 5'6" itk of Gimoenlxioe 400 FM | 4.00 PM Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused | | jem Ne. 1; Briet Description of ltem :

Complete frack rendewal waork (CTH-P) for
63 70 Kms confracion's owen PQRSASARS
portals & ganiry undar ihe junediclion o Si
DENNTinsukia  Tender Value
P16.50.27 408/-, Earnest Money
0 T0 600, Date & tirme of closing of asbove
tender 5t 15:00 hrs. and opaning ot 16:00
his on 18-07-2024, The complels
information with tha tender documant of
abowe e-tendar will ba available upto
15:00 hrs on 18-0T7-2024 in website

Shajid, Sfo Guddu R/o H.No.BBA, Gali No.14, New
Mustafabad, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in case FIR No.,01/2012 u/s 327/379/34
IPC & 25 Arms Act, P.5. Bhajanpura, Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
accused Shajid cannot be found and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Shajid has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the

The tender document can be downloaded and the tender shall be submitted at
https:/ /tntenders.gov.in/. The tender document can also be downloaded at
www.tnmsc.tn.gov.in for reference purpose.

[OPRY 2119 Mender2024 Tender Inviting Authority / General Manager (Drugs)

Complexion: Wheatish, Wearing:
White coloured T-shirt and Blue
coloured jeans, was found
unconscious on 17.06.2024 from in
front of farm MNo.53, Kapashera &
admitted in |G Hospital Dwarka vide MLC No.13506/24,
during the treatment Doctors declared him Broughtdead. In
this regard a DD No.77A dated 17.06.2024 has been

Ty
Fi

= 197 B AT S 202425 TR~ 27 06:202
g-frfRer ween

: Ny i & _ Py : wharnLineps. gosin
oogea 1P, Kapashere, NowDal v S ot ST R | saare. . ——
If any one having any clue about deceased male may kindly ryr— e i EY Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Shajid of o] J.1
inform the undersigned and contact on following numbers. o ad | ke b eterd O ot G Lo I T .nﬁr{ﬁﬁ FIR _"'—"ﬂmmmz “_‘rEI‘ 32”3_'79*’34 IPC & 25 *'“""“"5_ Act, PS. | | '
SHO . | e | i w £ S ““:f?‘gm"fﬁq"“" a5 R ﬂfl;n Rl 1 Bhajanpura, Dalhi is required to appear before this Court to
P.S. Kapashera, New Delhi ffly wd v | R a wvm | FaBr vd wim T e T answer the said complaint on or before 06.08.2024.
Ph. No.: 011-25066105 v |3 3 i1 s SR N : By-Qrsr,

Sh. Pankaj Rai

Metropolitan Magistrate-01, Room No.73,
DP/6263/NE/2024 North East District, Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

arffs 53 HATE U3, Sodium Hypochlorite solution Grade-1| with minimum available
chlorine (1) 12.5% to 15% mass by volume conforming to specification as per 15 11673
(Part2): EIII*IE-wuh latest amendm&mg fnr Dnnhung Water Purpuse &l d—‘{ﬁ I

DP/7850/SW/2024 Mob.: 7065036226

Office of the I,.|.rr|rrl.=1 sianer, Naw ] M, 13 6 55 600,00 02.07.2024 ‘ﬁ;'_uguj:‘"tgﬂ 23072024 | 2d 072004 150 09.07.2024 i
f-."l i fall . 4 [ ] _* 1 fi L . fics oy
ol 2324 SO | 220720 v SR Y GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA . #E&
No.: MCC/PWM/EPR/16/2024-25 Data- 26.06.2[]24 || "em | ishipm | O0HEM | Wl0am [T i0am, OIS e O BT EeRnEEE A i,
Exhression ol (starest Huar— Only manulacturers of Sadium Hypochlorite solution Grade-ll conforming 1o IS5l : F L _ | ’ Al i ~cepr
P specification as periS 11673 (Part 2): 2019 are allowed to take partin this tender, e-mail - procurementcell@gmail.com L oL
Expression of Interest for "Procurement of EPR certificates from Mysuru Procurement Cell, 6th Floor, Arogya Bhavan, AT

City Corporation (ULB) by Producers Importers & Brand as per the TG e sdpqe T, CEvuly BMRCL: Subimiaisti: Foat sty it vl iy St.Georges Hospital Gompund, Mumbai - 400 001.

; . : ; I15:8034-2002 and 15:9283-1995 with latest amendments 1 T |
Guidelines of Centralized EPR Portal for Plastic Packaging issued by - s AN el e 29

: a0 TENDER NOTICE
oA Pl o oo @ 2207208 SRR 5 cr e 002008 g oo 20 | TENDERNOTICE |
; - : : 3,77 00000 fram upta at al Ad. No.2 Date : 26-06-2024
Mysuru City Corporation (MCC) has been at the forefront of handling plastic 24-213 ' 11:00 a.m EE'W'EW' 500 p.m nooam || 1100am
waste responsibly. MCC is the first urban local body in Karnataka to earn an i — upto 540 p.m. . — : : Joint Director of Health Services (Procurement Cell), Mumbai invites tenders in two envelope
Hedl— Only Energy Efficient submarsible pump manufacturers of approved make

Extended Producers Responsibility (EPR) certificate for Category-lll
plastic waste. It is also the second in the country to receive the EPR

systems from the eligible bidders for Security Guards Services for Primary Health Care Centers

(KSBMWPRILIGRUNDFOSMWILD) having BIS license for submersible pump sels as per .
under department of Public Health,

1S:8034-2002 and 15:9283-1995 or such manufacturer's dealer aulhorized

certificate. MCC has registered on the Central Pollution Contral Board {authorzation shall not be older than one month) specifically for this Tender are allowed Period of sale, | pate of Pre :
(CPCB) EPR portal as ULB. The city earns EPR certificates for processing to take part in this Tender. The preference will be given to the submersible pump Sr.|Tender Name:of item preparation & bid Dtae of bid Bid
plastic waste through state poliution control board authorized Plastic Waste ma; HinGlarers. No. No. 5"'"“‘:;3"““ of | meeting Closing | Opening
Processors (PwP). Mysuru City Corporation intends to trade the EPR AT %7 alHa o4, Supply, Installation, Testing And Commissioning of Three Phase : - — _
certificates with PIBOs who are Registered in Centralized EPR Portal for Digital Rolling Contact Servo Voltage Stabilizers Suitable For Linbalance Voltage & 1| BE-D2 |Security Guards Services | 26.06.2024 02.07.2024 . 18.07.2024 | 19.07.2024
Plastic Packading devel -I:H:I CPCR Unbalance Load at different sites in Uttarakhand State on Turmkey Basis including 5 for Primary Health Care to up to (14.00 Hrs.) | (14.00 Hrs.)
ASHE EAL RGN EVEIDRED BY : years cost free maintenance &1 | Centers 18.07.2024 A00PM

Hence, Mysuru City Corporation invites this Expression of Interest from T — ' 'up o '
PIBOs to trade the EPR certificate. Interested PIBOs may send their 2:.'52"5 345 000,00 GE.Fé.iUEd 11:00 a.m. b “'bp'm 24'“;2'5'2‘1 120 ﬂg'n;f'm 14.00 Hrs
expressions of interest by quoting the value (in INR inclusive of all taxes), in T 1100 am dﬁé‘%@%‘f; s00pm. | f00am | 2| 1100 am : '

- the interested Service Providers may visit the

1. For detailed information,
https://mahatenders.gov.in.
The Jt. Director of Health Services, (P. Cell) Mumbai reserves the right to increase or decrease
the quantity to be purchased and also reserves the right to cancel all the tenders without giving
any reason to.

For e-tendering help/ information, please contact.

Website: - https://mahatenders.gov.in.

Contact:- Toll-free Number-1800-419-3436;1800-102-3436 niactor of Health Services
Email — procurementcell@gmail.com

the format provided in Annexure 1., List of Documents to be submitted are
provided in Annexure ||, And Terms and Conditions for participating entity is
provided in Annexure lll. Proposal in sealed covers super scribed
"Expression of Interest for Procurement of EPR certificates from Mysuru
City Corporation {ULB) by Producers Importers & Brand as per the
Guidelines of Centralized EFR Portal for Plastic Packaging issued by
Central Pollution Control Board" must reach, The office of, The Corporation
Health Officer, Mysuru City Corporation, New Sayyajl Rao Road,
Mysuru 570024 Karnataka, or through companies official email 0
mcchealthofficer@gmail.com before 04/07/2024, 16:00 (04:00PM).
EOl copy may be downloaded from Mysuru City Gorporation website,

Sd/- Commissioner
Mysuru City Corporation, Mysuru

AREE PR
FITAS AT B Fraiaa g gHed S|
et |22 [ (oS
e-Tender Ref, No: mﬂmmvﬂumkaf

SBD—[FB-HI:"!BH-]S {I call ) It : 26. 06.2024
e R

HEeT— Only Manufacturers of Serva Vollage Stabilizer or dealer or agency authorized

by manufacturer {authorization shall not be older than one month) for this tender, but the
preference will be given to the manufaciurer, 2.

g-F1fae 9 wafug i W g 9 Saiars @ d9uEe www.uktenders.gov.in TH
fepanfr Sasrse hitp:iujs.uk.gov.in 77 317 TS ol /9 B T B geroes oo

UTTAR PRADESH SHASAN PARIVAHAN

ANUBHAG-4
No0.13/2024/851/XXX-4-2024-30-4099(099)/229/2022
Lucknow: Dated 24 June, 2024

{Procurement Cell) Mumbai.

JHARKHAND URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY LTD

CIPRIMYSEANI AT T 24-25

(A Government of Jharkhand Undertaking)
' JUIDCO Bhawan, Kutchery Chowk, Ranchi-834001
E- Mdﬂ pdt. juidco@gmail.com, juidcolimited @gmail.com, CIN: U45200JH20135GC001752
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS (NIT). ON EPC MODE (Retender)
NIT No: JUIDCO/NIT/ TN/ P2/ RNC - 622Date: 25.06.2024

Notification (Corrigendum)

The provision of exemption from the payment of tax due under section 4 of the Uttar Pradesh

Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, 1997 (U.P. Act no. 21 of 1997) has been left in notification

10.12/2024/559/XXX-4-2024-30-4099(099)/229/2022, dated 11 June, 2024 issued by transport _ . ot

section-4 due to some clerical error. Therefore, the aforesaid notification dated 11 June, 2024 is 1. Name of the work Development of Transport Nagar, Ranchi (Phase 2] on EPC mode

hereby substituted as follows:- = E e — Including Defect Liability Perlod of 3 year
' . : , 2, scope of Work | Preparation of Architectural Planning & Design, Detailed Structural MEP, |
WHEREAS under sub-section (1) of section 3 of the Uttar Pradesh Motor Vehicles Firefighting Design & Drawing, Preparation of detalled Estimate and hill
Taxation Act, 1997 (U.P. Act no. 21 of 1997), the payment of tax due under section 4 of of quantities including detailed topographical survey, geotechnical survey
the said act upto the limit as specified in the schedule given in notification no. and |l_'r’dmj_ﬂl_51|f3] survey; Engineering Procurement, obtaining approval
7/2023/372/XXX-4-2023-30-4099(099)/ 229/2022 dated 11 March, 2023 on the condition from municipal and statutory bodies, Project execution & construction

of getting the said vehicle scrapped in a Registered Vehicle Scrapping Facility Centre

| Constraction of office hullilmg Water w WaNS
| cirele at Bijaypar, Dumka

| #0 3369657372 (B0 09 008 oana
!l:"h'_-'l fwo Fan = ) e OH

2, .'J’cfeifiﬁ'.-l i (w0 #) |
: : including Truck Parking Area, Power, Water supply and sanitation
(including Sump, Overhead Water Tank and Roof top Tank with water

qs.w e 1} established under the Motor Vehicles (Registration and Functions of Vehicle Scrapping lifting arrangement}, Sewer network, electrification work including CCTY
3. | ofmm faoE Tl (70 A) E T0 10,000 / — (T T8 AN ) (Online Facility) Rules, 2021 and the penalty payable under section 9 of the said Act, on all types Surveillance 5|}"5t'31_"- sLorm water ':_h'f”“ﬂ ge, rain water harvesting,
| mods Only) of non-transport and transport vehicles to be scrapped at the Registered Vehicle Scrapping landscaping, Solar Lighting, construction of internal roads, integrated

building, service station, Treated Effluent Sump, Firefighting Sump with
Pump, Compound wall, retaining wall, widening of approach road (4 lane
ta B lane) within the available ROW,

e-tendering [http/ /:iharkhandtenders. govin)

Facility Centre established under the Motor Vehicles (Registration and Functions of
Vehicle Scrapping Facility) Rules, 2021 issued by the Central Government, were exempted
vide aforesaid notification dated 11 March, 2023.

AND WHEREAS the aforesaid exemption was effective for a period of one year from the

4, | amree W) owfl (E0 ) [ 0 33700000 /- (B9 09 s i
Bl HE) (Online mode Cnly)

5'3E:r EiT

3. |Mode of Submission of tender
including Cost of Bid
Document and Earnest Monéy|

o e e

& [ — Fotieh (5,07 2020 T 1100 T date of issuing the aforesaid notification i.e. till 10 March, 2024; . ' ‘ ry T Betinyated Cost Rs. Ei_ﬁi"ﬁﬁ_ﬁiilzf [Rupees Filty-Two Grores Fifty-four Lakhs Fifty- F'I_ght
e T AND WHEREAS there has been felt a need to extend the aforesaid period of exemption; Thousand Six Hundred Ninet “Twa ank
"I:'I":T TH 959 ] ] . . =L L LY ST U LS L T L e el B L e b T LSl .':"I a4 ..] 1] | SR
i, (i - ce NOW, THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers under section 3 of the aforesaid Act, the 5, | Tender Fee and Bid Security | Tender document fee: Rs 25,000/- (Rupees Twenty-Five Thousand] only
7 el R S i R 05072024 1A 1100 T T Governor is pleased to provide exemption from the payment of tax due under section 4 of Biis s T?“ F?El-““dr:'_ir““,? s g 3
1 fifer o w 5 r'_"TF 26.072024 HUHIES 500 70l T the said act upto the limit as specified in the schedule given in the aforesaid notification SRUrlRy: e 360,000/~ 1 uﬂpni;ﬁ e Laes slxy Thousanc)
. Tremer I ST T——— e . . . . . . RN L Ll L]
8. =] LEE! ?"rlﬁ_:ﬁ- W | [T 2607 2024 STUEA 500 T T dated 11 March, 2023 on the condition of getting the said vehicle scrapped in a Registered 3 Date & Time of 27 .016,2024: 1400 Hrs
| 1 i Firiey Td e : Vehicle Scrapping Facility Centre established under the Motor Vehicles (Registration and Publication of Tender on
9, | FFET (Saer Eiere B (9 U9 | (26 20.07 2024, F00ET 100 T Functions of Vehicle Scrapping Facility) Rules, 2021 and 100% exemption in penalty : Website - _ _
T payable under section 9 of the said Act, on all types of non-transport and transport vehicles, 7. | Frebid Q“Eg:ﬂf”'""'“"m 04.07.2024; 1500 Hrs
10, | Bt wErde ame Ol 5 TS ST (5l 3 HEA SHE to be scrapped at the 'Regi'stered Vehicle' Scrapping Facility Cer'ltre esta‘b'lished under the g, | Pre-hid Meeting Date 05.07.2024: 1200 Hrs
TETrET BT U T [ Mob No-+919801 476699 Motor Vehicles (Registration and Functions of Vehicle Scrapping Facility) Rules, 2021 0, Last Date & Time of 18.07.2024: 1700 Hrs

[ Email ID- ecdmbarzgmail com issued by the Central Government: submission of Bid, Tender Fee
and EMD online

11, | 30-FeRT Fe o 3 T E'I]m’-h.]ﬁ.] Provided that exemption of the penalty on the vehicles as said in the schedule of the
]U | Date & Ilme of Bid Ugertm_g

i ) i .. ) 1907 .2024: 1600 Hrs
A A aforesaid notification dated 11 March, 2023 shall be admissible on the entire due tax. 5T Al il Ill‘.'ll:lnﬂ'

Tharkhand Urban Infrastructure 'Jjeuelu:rpnu:-nt Company Limited, JUIDCO

ﬁ:m'q_ﬂ_mum # erh'l'.:_f:ﬁ p— (2) The exemption as. said in the sch?dule of the aforesaid no.ti.ﬁcation date'd. 11 March, Authority Bhawan, Kutchery Chowk, Ranchi, Pin -§34001,
(1) i e v e & WE. online made 2ver =@ 20 | i?fjnjlgasllll;epa;;ﬁ:lzftzrt?;ev:fércrll;t?zlner only on depositing the remaining amount 1Z.[Helpline No. :Jt’.rEfE]Pm-:urfment +91 651 222 5878
{ e sres v AU F Ot & — e R egrer @ B @ . . ’ . . .
2 EL%F; ';‘u'qm—% o etk ;"I'lﬂ ﬁrﬂ% %i:ﬂﬁa;? ’ﬁ_q_,m_n,;_lr (3) The exemption as said in the schedule of the aforesaid notification 11 March, 2023 ""-IIHE' Only e-tenders will be accepted.
! 5 5 L | I i ] - ! | LIYE

shall be effective for a period of six months from 11 March, 2024 i.. till 10 Further details are available on Jharkhand Government e-procurement website

£t SEE Al A es! g MiaSTEREn # et

hitp!/ swww. tharkhandienders.govan :

{3) TefeRf e 29 He—da |01 2 | _ ) 5. Th Sf}l:ten;ber’ 2'(0)124.t'f“ tion dated 11 J 2004 is. hereb sed unto the limit Project I]ireifgr {Technical)
{4) e e g et el steree sndw /aftas wmg e - _ZS’ N ¢ alofesald notitication date une, 1S, NETehy, Tevised upto the fumit as PR 327930 Urban Development(24-25)#D JUIDCO Ltd
(g) T Wi hitps/jharkhandtenders.gov.in 97 ure @) @ said above.
w2 | : 2 UPID-216693 Date 26/06/2024 L. Venkateshwar lu

; ; www.upidadv.gov.in Principal Secretary
PR 327830 Waler Resource(24-25)0 Riers wiser g ' -

(RN Advt. No. 3/78, Date 27/06/2024

“JW SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General public is hereby informed
that one unidentified dead body of
male Namely: Unknown, Slo:

PUNE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
Deputy Municipal Commissioner, Solid Waste Management

Tender Cell - Tender Advertisement - New Tender
Tender Sale Period : Date 28/06/2024 to Date 22/07/2024, upto 2.30 PM.

P8 General public is hereby informed
L ¥ that one male namely Sanjay S/o
Gaurkh Singh Rio F-2/373, Sundar

Tender Submission Period : Date 28/06/2024 to Date 22/07/2024, upto 3.00 PM. Nagri, Delhi, Age: 55 years, ‘E&.'anc:wn, Rio: Unkgu:ma.t_ A?;,'

Tender Opening : Date 23/07/2024, upto PM. Pre-Bid Meeting : 02/07/2024, 11:00 AM Height: 5'6", Complexion: Fair, B out ISEEEG*FE?FIII E’gu : 15 :

Sr. |Tender Name of Work Tender | Estimate EMD Work Contact Fgce: Long, Eullt: Thin, wearing WT.ITP ET ﬂg‘nﬂ Bdﬂg' i nhg :

No.| No. Set |(inclusive of Period| Details Fink mlm.‘r S, G.rey Colour” ek sl bt ol dudli

Amount| All Taxes) and Hawai Chappal in feet, has been | | was found at K.M Pole No. 14/20-

1 | PMC/ Iselecti f Contractor for S I R B-o R 05 Mr. Dixit / missing/kidnapped from her house 14/22 DF"‘ Line naar MEHQE[’PU” _

sw/ I e f"""’tf‘ o &°r(‘: ractor tor supp V; 1 S- A e S- r. DIxI since 19.06.2024 at 9:00 AM. In this regard a DD No. 634, | | RLY Station, Delhi. In this regard a

2024- F?esjeact7 Ilr?:rt Trea?genr:’:slg::r?tmtgf ;0 b ender  13,50,000/- yegrs p059938444 dated 20.06.2024 has been registered at P.S. Nand| | case DD No.12-Adt.23.06.2024 has been registered
o5 |TPD Capacity with 5 years of 06 MNagri, Delhi. at PS: Sarai Rohilla RLY Station, Delhi

06 |Operation & Maintenance in Pune Months Sincere efforts have been made by the local police to trace | | Any person having any information or clue about the
Municipal Corporation area. out the male but no clue has come fo light so far. If any one | | above deceased may kindly inform to the

NOTE: [1] All the Terms and Conditions of this work are included in the Tender set which is available on
following website- www.mahatenders.gov.in. All procedures of Tender are carried out through this website

having any information about him please inform undersigned.

Website ; hitp:ifcbinic.in
E-maill ; cicichi.gov.in

undersigned on the following address or telephone
nos.

only. [2] All the information regarding online tender procedure are available with Tender Cell, Pune Municipal Fax: 011.24 368639 SHO Sdf- SHO
Corporation. (Sd/-) DEPUTY MUNICIPAL COMMISSIONER,| | pn. No.: 011-24368638, 24368641 P.S. Nand Nagri, Delhi P. S: Sarai Rohilla RLY Station Delhi
Solid Waste Management, Pune Municipal Corporation| |ppjgz08/NE/2024  Ph. No.: 011-22585985, 22583307 | | DP/8292/RLY/2024 Tel. 8307400418

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .




(CLASSIFIEDS & TENDERS

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE INDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY, JUNE 28,2024

Classifieds
— PERSONAL

My name has been registered
as PREM RATAN SACHDEVA in
my MRPL share certificate
no.87522. While my real name
is PREM RATAN, both of these
are my names. In future, | may
be known and called as PREM
RATAN S/O LATE BODHRAJ.
Resident-291, West Amber
Talab Roorkee District-
Haridwar. 0070909996-1

Itis for general information that
ILROHIT KUMAR,S/0-MOHAN
KUMAR,R/0-250,Gali.No-7,
KARKARDOOMA Village, Delhi-
110092,declare that name of
mine and my father have been
wrongly-written as Mast Rohit
Paswan and Radha Mohan
Paswaninmy
LIC.N0.283952080. The actual
name of mine and my father
are Rohit Kumar and Mohan
Kumar respectively,which may
be amended accordingly.

0040735709-5

Itis for general information that
I,ANIL WAIKAR,S/0 Ratiram
Waikar,R/0-895/8, Shri Krishna
Apartment, ward.no-
8,Mehrauli-South,Delhi-
110030,declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written
as Anil Ratiram Waikar in my
minor son name Shourya Anil
Waikar age-15yearsin his 10th-
class marksheet and
certificate educational
documents.The actual name of
mine is Anil Waikar. Which may
be amended accordingly.

0040735689-9

I,bhuvasya kaloo S/o Sudhir
Kaloo,House no.H2C,8/22,
rajendra
nagar,sahibabad,Ghaziabad
Uttar Pradesh-201005,have
changed my name to Bhapati
Kaloo,for all purposes.

0040735709-1

I,Tanya D/o-Radhey Shyam,R/0
A-52,Gali No.5,Keshoram Park,
Bindapur, Uttam Nagar,Delhi-
110059,have changed my name
to Tanya Bharadwaj,
permanently. 0040735689-2

I,TAMJEED S/O ALI
MUHAMMAD,R/0 POST MAHUA
BIJRARI PO-PANWARI,DIST
MAHOBA(UP)210429,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
MUHAMMAD TAMJEED
MANSURI. 0040735712-5

I,Sahil Jindal S/o Suresh Kumar
Jindal R/034/6,Scheme
No.6,Gandhi Nagar Dist. Zind
Haryana-126102,have changed
my minor daughter name
Vanya to Vanya Jindal

0040735710-2

I,Sahil Jindal S/o Suresh Kumar
Jindal R/0 34/6,Scheme
No.6,Gandhi Nagar Dist. Zind
Haryana-126102,have changed
my minor daughter name
Gracy to Gracy Jindal

0040735710-3

I,SHIPRA W/O-LOKESH
KAPOOR,R/0-D-105 AMBA G
RESIDENCY PLOT.NO-1A MALL
ROAD AHINSA KHAND-
2,INDIRAPURAM
GHAZIABAD,UP-201014, HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO SHIPRA
KAPOOR. 0040735721-2

I,SHIPRA AGGARWAL W/0O
PARVINDER SINGH R/O
HNO.580,TOP-FLOOR,FOUR-
STORY,TAGORE-
GARDEN,DELHI-110027.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
SHIPRA.

0040735712-4

I,SHAHANA
PARVEEAN/SHAHANA
PARVEEN W/O MOHAMMAD
YUNISHR/O FLATNO.572,3RD-
FLOOR, SANJAY-ENCLAVE,
JAHANGIRPURI,ADARSH-
NAGAR,DELHI-110033.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
SHAHANA SAIFI.

0040735712-2

I,Ramesh Kumar Sakhrani S/o
Sh.Tirath Das Sakhrani R/o-F-
2/226-227,3rd-Floor,Sector-
16,Rohini,Delhi-89,have
changed my name from
Ramesh Kumar to Ramesh
Kumar Sakhrani for all future
purposes.

0040735742-1

I,Rajesh Sharma,s/o-Kedarnath
Bhagwati Sharma,R/0-T1,404,
Parsvanath Majestic,
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad
201014,have changed my name
from Rajesh Sharma,to Rajesh
Kedarnath Sharma, forever.”

0040735712-7

I,Rajesh Kumar Guptaalias
Rajesh K Gupta S/O-Pyare Lal
Gupta,R/0-460-351, Azadpur,
Delhi-110033,have changed my
name to Rajesh Gupta.

0040735711-2

I,Prakash Billur No.-
15437355H,S/0 Sh.
Sidamallappa Billur,R/0o-
Shivapur,Belgaum,Karnataka,i
nform thatin my service record
my mother and father’s name
wrongly written as(Mother
Shivanavvaand my Father’s
name Sidamallappa)which s
wrong the actual and right
name of my mother and father
nameis (Mother Shivanavva
Billur and my Father
SidamallappaBillur).Which
may be amended accordingly.

0040735651-2

I,Padala Shanmukha Rao No.-
15431068H,S/0 Sh. Padala
Laxminarayana,R/0-
Makanapalli,Sarali,Srikakulam
,Aandhra-Pradesh,informthat
inmy service record,my son
Padala Lakshith’s D.O.B.
wrongly written as
31.08.2018,which is wrong the
actual and right D.O.B. is
31.08.2019. Which may be
amended accordingly.

0040735651-1

I,PRADEEP KUMAR S/O ISHWAR
DAYALR/O
150,RAMBHAWAN,TANKI-
ROAD,NAI BASTI,SHAMLI,
UTTAR PRADESH-247776.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
PRAVEEN KUMAR GOEL.

0040735721-1

I,Nasir S/o Zareef
Ahmad,R/0H.no-247,Masuri
district Ghaziabad Uttar
Pradesh-201015,have changed
my name to Nasir Ali,for all
future purposes. 0040735689-5

1,LNO-9117241Y,NK Ashiq Hussain
Sheikh(16 JAKLI SP COY),S/0O-
Mohammad Yousuf Sheikh,
R/0- Hayhama Batpora,
Tehsil/District- Kupwara. In my
servicerecords D O Bof my
brother namely Khalid Sheikh,
S/0-Mohammad Yousuf Sheikh
has been wrongly mentioned
as 01-01-2001 instead of 06-07-
2006 as in Matric certificates. It
needs correction. Objections
be filled to concerned
authorities. 0020477682-1

I,MONIKA,W/0 SHRI. MAYANK
KUMAR,D/O SHRI.SUDESH
KUMAR CHHABRA,R/O-5VIJAY-
BLOCK,LAXMI-NAGAR. DELHI-
110092,0LD ADDRESS-L-
124,LAXMI-NAGAR
DELHI-110092,THAT INSTEAD OF
MY NAME IN MY AADHAR-
CARD.NO.
307404545767,MENTIONED IS
MONIKA SHE WOULD BE
KNOWN & CALLED” MONIKA
KUMAR AS PER MARRIAGE-
CERTIFICATE. THAT I,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME FROM
MONIKA TO MONIKA KUMAR,
BOTHNAMES IS THE SAME
PERSON. 0040735709-4

I, MONIKA BHATIA,W/O VIKAS
BHATIA,Address-WARD.NO.11,
NEAR-S.V.M.SCHOOL,VASANT-
VIHAR,GANAUR, P.O.GANAUR,
SONIPAT(131101),
HARYANA,Have changed my
name to MONIKA RANI,For all
purpose. 0040735712-9

,MOHAMMAD EISA,S/O ABDUL
RASEED,R/O H.NO.G-62,FIRST-
FLOOR, ABUL FAZAL ENCLAVE-
1,JAMIANAGAR,SOUTH
DELHI,DELHI-110025. INFORM
THAT GIVEN NAME-
MOHAMMAD ISA,FORALL
PURPOSE. 0040735709-2

l,Lal Bahadur S/0 Jamna Prasad
R/0 B-2,Jai Shiv
Apartment,West Enclave,
Pitam Pura,Delhi-110034, have
changed my nameto
Lakhwinder. 0040735711-3

I,Km Priti Agrawal alias Priti
Agrawal,W/0 Deepak
Agrawal,R/0-22 Vaibhav
Kunj,Dayal Bagh,Agra,Uttar
Pradesh-282005,have changed
my name to Preeti Agrawal.

0040735711-1

ILKRISHNEET KUAR CHADHA
W/O-PUNITPAL SINGH, R/O-
BFH-47, WEST VTC: SHALIMAR
BAGH, DELHI-110088,have
changed my name to
KRISHNEET KUAR.

0040735712-1

I,Garima Khera, W/o Abhishek
Omchery R/o-
23,Amaltas,Marg,DLF Phase-
1,Gurugram Haryana-
122002,have Changed my name
to Garima Khera Omchery
permanently. 0040735710-1

I,DINESH JINDAL,S/O SHRI
R.K.JINDAL,R/O-F-216,MANGAL-
BAZAR LAXMI-NAGAR DELHI-
110092,THAT INSTEAD OF MY
DAUGHTERNAMEIN
PASSPORT.NO.P6607386
MENTIONED”ISHIKA
JINDAL”SHE WOULD BE KNOWN
& CALLED” AASHNA JINDAL"AS
PER AADHAR CARD/BIRTH
CERTIFICATE/SCHOOL.D.,
THAT ILHAVE CHANGED MY
DAUGHTER NAME FROM ISHIKA
JINDAL TO AASHNA JINDAL,
BOTH NAME ARE THE SAME
PERSON. 0040735709-3

I,CHARANJIT KAUR,W/O
TARANDEEP SINGH,R/0 A-
1989,THIRD FLOOR,NEAR GATE
NO.5 GREENFIELD
COLONY,FARIDABAD HARYANA-
121003,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO CHARANJEET KAUR.

0040735689-4

1,BIPIN KUMAR RAJAK, S/0O
MR.SRIKANT RAJAK, R/0-M-404,
STELLAR JEEVAN, SECTOR-
01,GREATERNOIDA
WEST,inform that BIPIN KUMAR
RAJAK and BIPIN KUMAR,both
names are same person.

0040735710-5

I,Amarjeet Chowdhary,W/0
Gurdeep Singh Chaudhary,R/0
Obedience-106,Vatika Seven
lamps Sector-82,Sikanderpur
Gurgaon,Haryana-122004,
Have changed my nameto
Amarjeet Choudhary, for all
purposes. 0040735689-3

LAjit Singh Kohli S/o Avtar Singh
R/0 J-3/150,Third Floor,Rajouri
Garden,New Delhi-110027 have
changed my name to Ajit Singh.

0040735689-6

I,AVISHI D/O DEEPAK
SINHA,residing at,C-
337,KENDRIYA VIHAR SECTOR-
56 GURGAON, HARYANA-
122011,have changed my name
to AVISHI SINHA,for all,future
purposes. 0040735689-1

I,ASHA W/0 DINESH KUMAR,R/O
PLOT.NO-34-C/A S/F,OLD-
PALAM ROAD,NEAR-MBD
SCHOOL, RAJU EXTENSION,
KAKROLA,DELHI-110078,have
change my name ASHA to
ASHA DEVI,in all,future
purposes. 0040735710-4

ILANJALI D/O ARUN KUMAR JHA
R/O R-1/19,FIRST-FLOOR,VIJAY-
VIHAR,UTTAM NAGAR,DELHI-
110059.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO ANJALI JHA.

0040735712-3

I, ANEESUR REHMAN S/O ATA UR
REHMAN R/0 2729 3RD FLOOR
FRONT SIDE BEHIND MOTI
MAHAL RESTAURANT DARYA
GANJNEW DELHI-110002, have
changed my nameto ANIS UR
REHMAN Permanently

0070909999-1

I, hitherto known as
S.NGAMSHIM, D/o. PEARSON
SHADANG resident of 58-N, CBI
Colony, Vasant Vihar, New
Delhi- 110057 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as NGAMSHIM
SHADANG for all purposes as
per affidavit sworn before
Notary Public in Delhi, dated
27.06.24. 0040735649-1

I, VIKESH KUMAR,S/O DHARMA
RAM SAHARAN, R/0O 23, IRRIS
FIRST, F-3, SECTOR-82,VATIKA
INDIA NEXT, GURGAON,
HARYANA-122004. Have
changed my name to VIKESH
KUMAR SAHARAN For all
future purposes. 0070909998-1

I, Suhaani Shukla,D/o Ashutosh
Shukla,R/0-55,Savita
Vihar,First-Floor,New Delhi-
110092,have changed my name
from Suhani Shukla to Suhaani
Shukla, for all future purposes.

0040735712-10

I, Subhash Garg S/o Sita Ram
R/0296/13 Jamuna Dass Gali,
Ladwa, Kurukshetra, Haryana-
136132, have changed my name
from Shubham Goel to
Subhash Chand Garg
permanently 0040735671-1

I, Shammi Musharaf W/o
Sikander Alam R/0,C-27,
Second-Floor, Old Govindpura
Extn., Krishna-Nagar, East
Delhi, Delhi-110051, changed
my name to Musarrat Shamim.

0040735721-3

J, Savinder Kaur alias Dolly
Arora W/o,Ravinder Pal Singh
Arora R/o,Flat-No.A-003, Navin-
Apartment, Plot-No.13,Sector-5,
Dwarka,New Delhi-
110075,changed my name to
Savinder Kaur. 0040735721-4

I, SHASHI BUSHAN SINGH, S/0
Sh.Dhruv Singh, R/0 J-65, 2nd
Floor, Front Side, Pandav
Nagar, Delhi-110092, have
changed my name to SHASHI
BHUSHAN SINGH for all future
purposes. 0040735631-5

I, SAMPAT KUMAR, S/O
LALCHAND POONIA, R/0O5,IRIS,
FIRST, H-5.1, SECTOR-82,
VATIKA INDIA NEXT, GURGAON,
HARYANA-122004. Have
changed my name to SAMPAT
POONIA For all future
purposes. 0070910004-1

I, RAJESH KUMARS/ORAJ
KUMAR SHARMA R/0O 54,
ADARSH KUNJ, PLOT.NO.42,
SEC-13, ROHINI, DELHI-
110085,Have changed my name
to RAJESH KUMAR SHARMA.

0040735710-6

I, Preeti Kotnala W/o Sushil
Kumar Kotnala R/o Flat No. 2,
Pandit Main Gali, Moon
Apartment, Village-Raipur
Khadar, NOIDA, have changed
my daughter’s name Tanvi Tak
to Tanvi Kotnala for all future
purposes. Tanvi Tak and Tanvi
Kotnala both are same person.

0070910037-1

I, Prabhdeep Singh S/o Narinder
SinghR/07/165,Ramesh-
Nagar, New Delhi-110015, have
changed my name to
Prabhdeep Singh Sahni.

0040735721-5

I, Pittar S/o Shri Bekaroo Yadav
R/o House no-190, Dhaka
Village, Dr. Mukherjee Nagar,
Delhi-9, have changed my
name to Pittar Yadav for all
future purposes 0040735639-1

I, Mareium Indvar D/o Karma
Indvar R/0- 769, Sunnlight
Colony-2, Hari Nagar, Ashram,
South Delhi, Delhi-110014, have
changed my name from
Mareium Indvar to Mariam
Indwar for all fguture
purposes. 0040735700-1

I, Anil Kumar Mittal S/o, Sat
Prakash Mittal R/o, C-302, Third
floor, tower-c platinum tower
sector-28, gurgaon haryana-
122002. have changed my
name to Anil Mittal for all
future purposes. 0040735677-1

I, Ajay Gupta,S/o0- Ravinder
Gupta,H.no0-1/7491, gali.no-
14,East Gorakh park
shahdara,Delhi-110032,
changed my name TO Ajay
kumar Gupta. 0040735712-6

I, ATUL VISHAL S/O KAILASH
KUMAR MANNAN R/O 96,
POCKET-1,SECTOR-22, ROHINI,
DELHI-110086 HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO ATUL VISHAL
MANAN FORALL FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0070910027-1

| Tavleen Kaur Virmani W/0O,
Prateek Nayal R/0903, Tower-
12, Emaar Palm Gardens,
Sector-83, Behind Hyatt
Regency, Gurugram have
changed my name to Tavleen
Nayal. 0040735638-1

I Shiwangi Bhushan Srivastava
W/0, Mayank Maheshwari R/0
2-¢ 38, Nehru Nagar, Ghaziabad
have changed my nameto
Shiwangi Bhushan.

0040735695-1

I Santosh D/o Chattar Singh R/o
WZ-17A, GF, Hind Nagar, Gali
No-1, Near MRV School, Tilak
Nagar, West Delhi-110018, have
changed my name Santosh to
Santosh Chhabra. 0070909968-1

I Mohit Chaudhary S/o Late
Sh.Vinay Chaudhary R/o D-99,
First Floor, Sushant Lok-Il,
Sector-56, Gurgaon, Haryana-
122011 have changed the name
of my minor daughter from
Taranya Chaudhary to Kyna
Chaudhary for all purposes.

0040735631-2

I Mohit Chaudhary S/o Late
Sh.Vinay Chaudhary R/o D-99,
First Floor, Sushant Lok-II,
Sector-56, Gurgaon, Haryana-
122011 have changed the name
of my minor daughter from
Tananya Chaudhary to
Shanaya Chaudhary for all
purposes. 0040735631-1

| Kaushal Singh Tariyal S/o0
Madho Singh R/0 541-D, Garhi
Cantt, Dehradun, Dehradun
Cantt, Uttarakhand-248003,
have changed my name to
Khushal Singh 0070910006-1

I Deepak Sharma S/o0 Sh.Ramesh
SharmaR/o VillaNo0.4105,
Kalindi Hills Achievers Society,
Sector-49, Faridabad, Haryana-
121001 have changed my name
to Dipak Sharma for all
purposes. 0040735631-4

I Daleep Aroras/o late shri Ram
Prakash Arorar/o09/97 Geeta
Colony Delhi-110031. has
changed my name from Daleep
Arorato Daleep Kumar Arora. |
shall be known as Daleep
Kumar Arora now onwards.

0040735640-1

I,Shweta W/o Devesh Kumar R/o
2921 first floor, Huda Plot,Sec-
57,Wazirabad Gurgaon
Haryana-122003,have changed
my name to Shweta Sachdeva.

0040735689-8

I Anil Sharma S/o Sh.Ramesh
SharmaR/o VillaNo0.4105,
Kalindi Hills Achievers Society,
Sector-49, Faridabad, Haryana-
121001 have changed my name
to Anil Sharma for all purposes.

0040735631-3

I, Abhishek Mitra S/0 Adhir
Ranjan Mistry, R/0 A 418,
Pragati Vihar Hostel, New
Delhi-110003, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
Known as Abhishek Mistry.

0070910043-1

I, Lalit Meena S/0 Khajan Singh
Meena, R/0 B 143, Moti Kunj
Extension Colony, Mathura,
Uttar Pradesh-281001, | have
changed the name of my minor
daughter Divi Meena aged
about 4 years and She shall
hereafter be known as Divisha
Meena 0070910034-1

I, Lakshya Kumar S/O Rakesh
Kumar Yadav, R/0 Q-45 Mohan
Park, Naveen Shahdara, Near
SR Capital Public School,
Naveen Shahdara, Rohtash
Nagar, North East Delhi-110032,
| have changed the name of my
minor daughter Erisha aged
about 6 Years and She shall
hereafter be known as Amaira
Chhabaria 0070910042-1

I, KRISHNA DEVI W/0 Sh. SATISH
KUMAR R/o Kh.No.33/19, Street
No. 12, Gautam Colony,
Safiyabad Road, Narela, Delhi-
110040 have declare thatin my
Bank of Baroda A/c No.
30320100005406 mine name
mentioned as KRISHNA instead
of my correct name KRISHNA
DEVI. In future | will be known
as KRISHNA DEVI for all
purposes, which may be
amended accordingly.

0070910023-1

I, Inderjit Singh alias Inderjeet
Singh S/0 Pritam Singh, R/0 L-
59, Kirti Nagar, Ramesh Nagar,
Rajouri Garden, West Delhi-
110015, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be Known

I,MONIKA W/0O VIKAS
BHATIA,Address-
WARD.NO.11,NEAR
SV.M.SCHOOL, VASANT
VIHAR,GANAUR,P.0.GANAUR,S
ONIPAT (131101), HARYANA
Have changed my nameto
MONIKA RANI,For all purpose.

0040735712-8

LOST & FOUND

I, Gulshan Bagga S/o Late
Sh.Roshan Lal, R/0-433, Bhai-
Parmanand Colony,Delhi-
110009, have lost my original
Allotment Letter and
Possession Letter, LR-
No0.1846457/2024

0040735647-1

I, have lost my property
documents with chain on New-
Delhi Railway Stationin favour
of Mr.PURUSHOTAM GAURAY,
S/0-JAYPRAKASH SINGH
Permanentreside at DHOBWAL
KHAIRAH NAWADA SARAN,
BIHAR-841412, in respect of
Property.No.Khasra.No0.590,
Tilapta Karnwas-Dadri,
GB.Nagar,U.Pon.02.05.2024. FIR
has beenlodgedvideLR
N0.1748936/2024 dated-
20.05.2024. If anyone found may
contact/returnto me on my
address Mr.PURUSHOTAM
GAURAYV, S/0O-JAYPRAKASH
SINGH presently residing Hari
Hans Apartment,100,futa Road
Ghitorni, Delhi. Mob:-

as Inderjeet Sokhi. 9534557468. 0040735709-10
0070910040-1
I, Harpreet Kaur Kohli W/0 S. Ajit PUBLIC NOTICE ]
Singh R/0 J-3/150,Third
Floor,Rajouri Garden,New —PUBLIC NOTICE

Delhi-110027,have changed my
name to Harpreet Kaur.

0040735689-7

I, Devendra Kumar S/o Suresh
Kumar R/o House B-1/504 Dulip
Grand Sector 35 Sonipat,
declare that my name has been
wrongly recorded as Devendra
inmy son’s school records,
whereas in all my documents,
my correct name is Devendra
Kumar. In future | will be known
as Devendra Kumar.

0070910025-1

I Payal W/o Karan Arora R/0-O-
38, lind-floor, Vijay Vihar,
Uttam Nagar,Delhi, have
changed my name to Payal
Gandhi 0040735647-2

This notice serves to inform the general public
that my client, Pramod Kumar, son of Mahender
Singh, residing at A-121, Phase 5, Aya Nagar
Extension, Near Mandir Marg, Aya Nagar, Delhi
110047, has hereby severed all family relations
with his son, namely Mr. Sumeet Kumar
Chaudhary, and his daughter-in-law, namely Ms.
Tanisha Tomar, with immediate effect.
My client has voluntarily and of his own free will
disowned his aforementioned son, Mr. Sumeet
Kumar Chaudhary, and his daughter-in-law, Ms.
Tanisha Tomar, due to their temperament not
aligning with his own and their lack of obedience
towards him. Both individuals were beyond my
client's control and supervision. Therefore, my
client has completely severed all relations with
them and has disowned them from any claim to
his inheritance, whether movable or immovable
properties, absolutely and permanently.
Any person or entity dealing with Mr. Sumeet
Kumar Chaudhary and Ms. Tanisha Tomar does
so at their own risk and responsibility. My client
and his family shall not be liable for any actions
or conduct of Mr. Sumeet Kumar Chaudhary and
Ms. Tanisha Tomar in any manner whatsoever.
This notice is issued to the public for their information
and action accordingly.
Sd/-
Dheeraj Singh,
Advocate
Chamber No. 363, Civil Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to the public af
large that my client Jawahar
Lal Sharma S5/o Rajender
Pragad R/o H-23/24, Ghonda,
Jai Prakash Nagar, Seatampur,
Morth East Delhi-110053 has
disowned his son Rahul and
daughter indaw Sona @sonam
from his all movable and
immaovable properties: My
chient has no concarn with his
said son and daughter-n-taw
and will not be respansible for
their-any act done by them or
on their behalf.

Simran (Advocate)

o8B, Patiala House Court,
Plew Delhi-110001

Enrl. Mo, D/6TET/ 2021

ADMISSION NOTICE

Management Education &
Resgarch Instifute, Janakpur,
Mew Delhi apnounces
admission MBA (2024 - 26)- 18
seats-in | & |1 shilt, BEBA [2024-
27 = 30 seats in | & Il shift and
BAIIME) (2024 - 27) - 12 seats
in I & Il shift and B.Com (H)
(2024- 27) 6 seats and BCA
(2024-27} - 12 seatzin [ & 1l shift
under Management Quota.
Eligibility & Reservaton: As per
GGESIPU ¢ Delhl Govl Marms
Apply online throwgh University!
Inslituie website or offline on
prescribed form awailable at
recaption, Lasl date for
submission of completed form a1
reception  17.07.2024 @ 5.00
p.m.  Nofe: = All admissions as
par GGSIP unlvarsity | Gowt
norms. For maore details and
schedule kindly visit our websie
wnanwL e s indmsr,

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby
informed that my client ASHOK
MEHTO S/o SH. GANGA
MEHTO R/o H.NO.14A, VIKAS
VIHAR ,NILOTHI EXTN.
NANGLOI ,NEW DELHI-110041
My client has disowned and
debarred his son JEETU from
his movable and immovable
properties. Anybody dealing with
debarred person shall do at
their own risk and
responsibilities and my client will
not be responsible for the same.

Sd/- Ashwani Kumar , Advocate

JG-3/68-B, Vikas Puri,
New Delhi-110018

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is notified for the General Public that
my client Smt. Rani Gandhi wife of Late
Kishan Lal resident of 3-A/92, W.E.A.
Karol Bagh, New Delhi-110005, that the
debarment of her son Sh. Pankaj Gandhi,
and his family from her late husband’s
properties, done by late Sh. Kishan Lal
in 2008 is now cancelled. Sh. Pankaj
Gandhi, along with his wife, Sapna
Gandhi, and son Master Prerit Gandhi
are restored to all rights and entitlements
in all her properties.
Sd/-
Rajiv Kumar ( Advocate)
E. No. D-326/2015

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to public that my client Shri
Sonanarayan S/o Late Shri Vishnu
Prasad R/o C-413, budh Nagar, J.J.
Colony, Inder Puri, New Delhi-110012
have severed all their relations from his
son Sh. Vicky Kumar and his Wife Ms
Neha and their daughters because of ill
behaviour of his wife namely Neha and
her relative towards my client and my
client has also debarred him from his
moveable and immovable properties for
all purposes in future. Anybody dealing
with them shall be doing so at his/her own
risk and responsibilities and my client
shall not be responsible for any act of the
aforesaid persons.
Mahinder Singh (Advocate)

Chamber No. B- 30, B.G.S. Block

Tis Hazari Court Delhi-110054; M: 9873027484

PUBLIC NOTICE

Our client states that Mr KS Kulshreshtha
& Mr Som Shankar are the absolute owners
of property being G-52, Ground Floor,
Vikas Puri, New Delhi-110018 having
purchased the same from Mr Amrik Singh
& S. Parvinder Singh by virtue of Sale
Deed dated 28-01-2003 vide registration
n0.10572 in Book no.1.
The said original sale deed in respect above
said property was lost by our client, while
lying in their custody. An FIR dated
27.06.2024 was filed for loss of original
sale deed.
The said property is in possession of Mr KS
Kulshreshtha & Mr Som Shankar and is
absolutely free from any encumbrance
whatsoever.
If any person has any claim or interest over
the said property, he/she is requested to
forward his/her claim/s along with the
relevant document/s to us within 15 days of
this public notice. If we do not receive any
claim from any person within 15 days, it
will be strictly presumed that this property
is absolutely free from any claim or
encumbrance and no one has any claim over
this property. Sd/-
RAVI CHOPRA (Advocate)
Office no 1 First Floor DDA Market
Pocket-A-1, Mayur Vihar PH-II1
Delhi-110096

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Clients K.C. Jha aged about 56 years
S/o Sh. Fudan Jha, and his wife Smt.
Babita Jha Aged About 53 years, and his
Daughter Ms. Pragati Kumari Aged about
24 Years All R/o R-163, Mithila Vihar
Road, Prem Nagar-II, Kirari Suleman
Nagar, Sultanpuri C Block, Delhi-110086,
here by Disowned and debar all the relation
from their Son & Daughter In Law as well
as brother & Sister In Law of Pragati
Kumari, Sh. Prashant Jha and his wife Smt.
Chanda Jha and, since 22.06.2024 from all
moveable and immovable properties and
also severe with relation with them as they
are not obedient and not performing their
duties, towards my clients and their
relatives, anybody deals with them shall be
at their own risk cost and consequence.

Sd/-

S.K Jha
Advocate

En. No. D-196/94

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Manorma Devi w/o Bishan Lal
R/O D-20 3RD FLOOR BACK SIDE,
NAWADA HOUSING COMPLEX
UTTAM NAGAR WEST DELHI DELHI
110059 She severed all relation and
disowned her son Ajay Kumar and his
wife Neha and two Grand Son Tanishq
Kumar and Atharv Kumar from her all
moveable immovable properties due to
their disobedience. My client shall not be
responsible for their acts.

Sd/-
ANITA ROY
Advocate
CH. NO. 684 LAWYER’S CHEMBER
BLOCK DISTRICT COURTS
COMPLEX SAKET COURTS SAKET

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is hereby informed that my clients
Sh. Kanhaiya Lal & his wife Smt. Raj Rani
resident of 28, Dhobi Ghat, Mahabat Khan Road,
Delhi-110002 has severed, disconnected and
discontinued all their relations with their son Arjun
Kumar, his wife Kareena, their daughter Divyanshi
due to their adamant, arrogant, disobedient,
misbehavior, irresponsible and quarrelsome attitude
towards my clients and they are absolutely beyond
control of my clients. If any one deals with them,
then she/he/they will do so at her/his/their own
risk, cost and consequences. My client shall never
be responsible in any manner whatsoever for the
same and shall have no liability and responsibilities.
Further my clients disown and disinherit all of’
them from all her properties movable and
immovable whatsoever.
Sd/-
Sachin Kumar Bansal
Advocate
Ch. No. 306, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed that an
unidentified male namely Unknown, S/o:
Unknown, R/o: Unknown was found
dead on 15.06.2024 at Platform No. 14,
West Side, Old Delhi Railway Station,
Delhi. In this regard DD No. 27 A dated
15.06.2024 has been lodged at Police
Station, Old Delhi Railway Station, Delhi.
Identification of unidentified dead body of male is as
under:;

Mame: Unknown, Age: 55-60 Years, Height: 5'6",
Complexion: Shallow, Face: Long, Built: Medium,
Wearing: Black & Red Linedar Shirt and Grey Colour
Pant.

If anyone have any information or clue about this male
deceased may kindly be inform undersigned.

SHO
Police Station, Old Delhi Railway Station, Delhi
DP/7875/RLY/2024 Ph.: 011-23961522, 8750871302

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed that this
person (depicted in the photo) Name: Unknown,
S/0: Unknown, R/o: Unknown, Age: 45 years,
| Sex; Male, Height: 5'6", Complexion: Wheatish,
Face: Long, Built: Thin Wearing: Green color
M Shirt and Blue Pant, found unconscious near DD
Motors, Maruti Suzuki Service Center, RU Nagar,
Jahangirpun, Delhi and he was declared brought
dead by Doctor at BJARM Hospital, Delhi on 19.06.2024 about 09.20
amunder area of PS. Mahender Park, Delhi.

In this regard a DD No. 20A, dated 19.06.2024 has been lodged at
PS.Mahender Park, Delhi.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out information
about this person but no clue has come tolight sofar.

it any person having any information or clue about this person may
kindly inform to the following. oo

RS.- Mahender Park, Delhi
Ph.: 011-27632501, 8750870227

DP/7951/NW/2024 (UIDB)

COURT NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF SH. NARESH
KUMAR MALHOTRA, LD.DISTRICT
JUDGE (COMMERCIAL COURT-06),

WEST DISTRICT, ROOM No. 403,

EXTENSION BUILDING (NEW),
FOURTH FLOOR, TIS HAZARI
COURT, DELHI.
SUMMON FOR PUBLICATION
PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF DEFENDANT
(Under Order 5 Rule 20 of the Code of
Civil Procedure)
CS (Comm.)N0/961/2022
CANARA BANK.
Vs
TRIDEEP KUMAR & ORS
...Defendant

...Plaintiff

To.
(Defendant No 2)
MISS ANU DEVI(CO-BORROWER),
216-C, SUPER MIG EXPRESS VIEW
APARTMENT, NOIDA, SECTOR-93,
UP-201305.
ALSO AT: 29/7, POCKET-12,
SECTOR-82, NOIDA, GAUTAM BUDH
NAGAR, UP- 201310
(Defendant No 3)
M/S SUPER CITY INFRATECH PVT
LTD(DEVELOPER), REG. OFFICE
AT: 6, BHARTI ARTIST, COLONY,
DELHI-110092
(Defendant No 4)
M/S SEIKOM INFRACOM PVT
LTD(CONFIRMING PARTY), REG
OFFICE AT: 304, SITA RAM,
MANSION, 718/21, JOSHI ROAD,
KAROL BAGH, DELHI-110005
WHEREAS you, in view of the reports already
received, cannot be served in ordinary way. It
is hereby notified that if you shall not defend
the case on the 04" day of July, 2024, the day
fixed for the final disposal, it will be heard and
determined ex-parte.
GIVEN under my hand and the seal of the
court on this 17th Day of May, 2024.
Sd/-

[ Seal
b o o) Judge

S APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General Public is hereby informed that

an unidentified dead body of a male
Namely Unknown Sfo Unknown, Rio ;_-;-
Unknown Age: about 50 years, |
Height: 57", Complexion: Shallow,

Wearing: Black coloured shorts, was
found dead on 25.06.2024 at 1:30 AM
from Footpath Gate No.3, Lal Quila
Metro Station. In this regard a DD No.01A, dated
25.06.2024 u/s 174 Cr.PC has been lodged at P.5. Kotwali,
Delhi.

If any one having any clue about deceased male may kindly
inform the undersigned and contact on following numbers.

SHO

P.S. Kotwali, Delhi

Ph.: 011-23977100, 23921740
Mob.: 9818363400, 8750870121

DP/8178/N/2024

EDUCATION

ADMISSION

NEW DELHI-110017

SRl GURLU TEGH BAHADUR
INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT
& INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
(Affiliated to Guru Gobind Singh
Indraprastha University, Deihi)
(Undier Dedhi Sikh Gurdwara
Management Committes)
ADMISSION NOTICE
[For 10% seats of Managemend Quota)
Applications are imwvited from
eligible & CET 2024 qualified
candidates for admission in
BCA-12+12, BRA[G)-12+12,
BEA(B&N-06+06 (Shift | & Il)
BCom(H.)-06
Anplication forms- are. available al
the Instilule Baeception ffom Mo
in Sat between Bam fo dpm. Apply

within 18 days.
[Stakiney Rasirvatons a5 per bk pobiy applcatie

SEARCH FOR MISSING PERSON

General public is here by informed that one
person (depicted in the Photo) Namely: Vijay
Mahto @ Kanhiya, 8/o: Sh. Bijender, R/o- 4321,
Basti Basant Road, Paharganj, Delhi, Age: 27-28
Years Height: 5'6", Complexion: Shallow, Face:
Oval, Built: Thin, 1D Mark:Tattoo Mark Vijay on
Right Hand, Wearing: Black shirt and Black Pant,
Missing Since 21.06.2024 about 11.00 pm from
his house under area of P5. Paharganj, Delhi,

Inthis regard a DD No. 73A Dated 22.06.2024 has been lodged at PS.
Paharganj, Delhi.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out
information about this person but no clue has come to light so far,

Any person having any information or clue about this person kindly
inform to the following. SHO

E-Mail: cicizchi.gowvin P5.- Pahargan], Delhi

Website: hitp://chi.nic.in Ph. 011-23524746, 8750870427
Ph: 011-24368638, 9667341024 DP/8151/CD/2024

SEARCH FOR MISSING

For maee defais, vist weew,sgibime.com
Chairman Diracior
Ad]. to Gurdwara Nanak Piao,
State Bank Colony, Delhi -09
Ph, 01127124670, BE10Z230080

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

bl General Public is hereby informed that
an unidentified dead body of a Male
namely Unknown, Sfo: Unknown,
Rfo: Unknown, was found dead on
19.06.2024 at 7:12:17 PM from the
area in Hari Nagar Ghanta Ghar Road,
Mear Bus Stand Hari Nagar, New Delhi.
In this regard DD No.: 20A, Dated
19.06.2024, has been lodged at Police
Station Hari Nagar, New Delhi.

Identification of unidentified dead body of male is as under:

Sex : Male, Age: 50 years Approx, Complexion: Dark, Height
: 5'8", Face: Round, Build: Normal, Hair: Black & White,
Beard: White, Wearing: Pink Colour Shirt & Black Colour Pant.
The dead body of deceased preserved for 72 hours in DDU
Hospital Meortuary for identification.

If any one having any information or clue about this male
deceased may kindly be informed undersigned. SHO

P.5. Hari Nagar, New Delhi
DP/8259/WD/2024 Ph.: 8750871128, 9968334081

SEARCH FOR MISSING FEMALE

General Public is hereby informed that
one female (depicted in the photo)
namely Pooja Wfo Om Rf/o H.No.3086,
Block 16 MCD Flat Nand Nagri, Delhi
Aged-22 Years has been reported
missing since 11.06.2024 at about 10
AM from her residence vide DD
No.108-A Dated 11.06.2024
registered at Police Station Mand
Magri, Delhi. Her physical description is
asunder:-

Complexion: Wheatish, Height: 5', Face: Long, Built:
Thin, Clothing: Light Blue coloured suit, Red coloured
salwar and Black coloured Leather sandal in feet.

Any person having any information/Clue about this
missing female, may inform SHO, Nand MNagri, Delhi at
E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in or website : http://cbi.nic.in

Pooja

Sdi-

sHO, Nand Nagri, Delhi

Tel.: 011-22583307, 22585985
Mob.: 8750870733

Tele Mo. : 011-24368638 or 24368641
FAX No. : 011-24 368639
DP/8226/NE/2024

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

General public is hereby informed that a
girl namely Khushi Kumari, Dio: Sh.
- Pranav Kumar, R/o: Jai Chand Colony,
' Asola, Fatehpur Beri, New Delhi has
been missing since 22.06.2024 from
-~ her home. In this regard FIR No. 314/24,
.| Uls 363 IPC, dated 22.06.2024, has
M et been lodged at Police Station Maidan
Garhi, New Delhi. The description of missing girl is as
under:
Name: Khushi Kumari, Age: 13 Years, Height: 4'5",
Complexion: Wheatish, Wearing: Pink Colour Suit &
Salwar and Red Colour Slipperin Feet.
If anyone has any information about this missing girl
please inform P.S. Maidan Garhi, New Delhi.
Web: http:/icbi.nic.in, Email: cic@cbi.gov.in
Ph.: 011-24368638/24368641, Fax: 011-24368639 SHO

Police Station, Maidan Garhi, New Delhi
Ph: 011-26645050, 8750870825

DP/8107/SD/2024

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(Section 82 Cr. P.C.)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the
accused person Kishan @ Krishna S/o Shammi Kumar R/o
F-1/215, Sunder Nagri Delhi has committed (or is suspected to
have committed) the offence in FIR No. 409/2018, U/s 33 Delhi
Excise. Act PS Nand Nagri, Delhi and it has been returned to
warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said accused
person Kishan @ Krishna cannot be found and where asithas
been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Kishan @
Krishna, has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
service of said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that the
said Kishan @ Krishna FIR No. 409/2018, U/s 33 Delhi
Excise ActPS Nand Nagri, Delhiis required to appear before
this court to answer the said complaint on or before
08.08.2024.

By order

Shri. Aridaman Singh Chima
Metropolitan Magistrate 03,
(North East) Room no. 19

DP/8220/NE/2024 Karkardooma Court, Delhi

“"IMPORTANT™

ilst care is taken prior to acceptance of advertising
copy, it is Nnot possible to verify its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a
result of transactions with companies, associations or
iNndividuals advertising in its nevwspapers or Publications.
We therefore recommend that readers make
Nnecessary inquiries before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements with advertisers or
otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner

whatsoever.
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REGULATOR SAYS BROKERS & MFs SHOULD STOP USING UNREGULATED ‘FINFLUENCERS’

Sebi revamps F&0 inclusion criteria,
introduces fixed prlce delisting process

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JUNE 27

THE SECURITIES and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi), in its board
meeting held on Thursday, ap-
proved a revision in eligibility cri-
teria for entry and exit of stocks in
the derivatives segment (futures
and options) of exchanges and set
upanexpertgroup tolookintothe
F&O category.

The committee will look into
the three dimensions — market
development, investor protection
and risk parameters, Sebi
Chairperson Madhabi Puri Buch
said after the board meeting.

The Sebi board also decided to
introduce a fixed price process for
delisting frequently traded shares
and also introduced a delisting
framework for investment and
holding companies (IHC).

Coming down on the increas-
ing numbers of financial influ-
encers, or ‘finfluencers’, Sebi said
that brokers and mutual funds
should stop using unregulated ‘fin-

fluencers’ for marketmg and ad-
vertising campaigns.

Finfluencers are usually unreg-
istered entities providing catchy
content, information, and advice
onvarious financial topics to their
several followers. While some of
them may be genuine educators,
many of them are effectively un-
registered and unauthorised in-
vestmentadvisers or researchan-
alysts who lure gullible investors
into making wrong investment
decisions. These finfluencers are
active on Facebook, X, WhatsApp
and Instagram and reel out unreal-
isticclaims and recommendations
on stock prices. The number of
these unregulated finfluencersin-
creased as the stock market wit-
nessed a bull rally in recent
months.

“The persons regulated by the
board and the agents of such per-
sons should not have any associa-
tion with any other person who,
directly or indirectly, provides ad-
vice orrecommendation or makes
any implicitor explicit claim of re-
turn or performance, in respect of

Sebi Chalrperson Madhabi Puri Buch File

or related to security or securities
unless permitted by the board to
provide such advice or recom-
mendation,” Sebi said. However,
this restriction will not apply to
persons regulated by the board
whoare exclusively engagedinin-
vestor education.

The Sebi move on F&O would
weed out stocks with consistently
low turnover from the segment.
The eligibility criteria for entry or
exit of stock should be based on
the performance of stocks in the
underlying cash market. The stock
should continue tobe chosen from
among the top 500 stocksin terms

AMID ADANI GROUP’S EXPANDING CEMENT FOOTPRINT

UltraTech buys 23% in

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JUNE 27

ULTRATECH CEMENT Ltd, owned
by the Aditya Birla group, has ac-
quired a 23 per cent stake in India
Cements Ltd (ICL), triggering spec-
ulation about a takeover of the
Chennai-based cement major
now controlled by N Srinivasan
and family. The move marksa fur-
therintensification of the battle for
control of India’s cement market,
which was dominated for long by
Kumar Mangalam Birla’s com-
pany until the Adani Group en-
tered the sector in 2022 and has
since become the country’s sec-
ond biggest player.

The board of UltraTech ap-
proved “making a financial invest-
ment” to purchase up to 7.06 crore
equity shares of India Cements at
a price of up to Rs 267 per share,
the Birla firm said in an exchange
filing. This non-controlling finan-
cial investment constitutes
around 23 per cent of the equity

- BRIEFLY

Sensex crosses
79,000level,
Nifty 24,000

New Delhi: Sensex breached
the historic 79,000 mark
while Nifty scaled the
24,000 peak for the first time
on Thursday as buying in
blue-chip stocks helped
markets extend gains. PTI

CBIConESOPs
by foreign cos’
domesticarms

New Delhi: ESOPs given by
foreign companies to em-
ployees of its Indian sub-
sidiary at prevailing market
value will not attract GST,
Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs said.PTI

Foxconn:25%
of new hiresare
married women

New Delhi: Foxconn has said
that they hire workers of all
backgrounds, genders, races
and marital status, and they
donotdiscriminate in hiring
orrecruitment. “Inour latest
round of hiring almost 25
per cent of women are mar-
ried...,” it said. PTI

US growthrate
revisedto 1.4%

for Jan-Mar

Washington: The US econ-
omy expanded at a 1.4 per
cent annual pace from
January through March, the
slowest quarterly growth
since spring 2022, the gov-
ernment said Thursday. AP

TRIGGERS SPECULATION OF A TAKEOVER

WHILE THE Aditya Birla
stake falls short of the 25
per cent stake required to
make an open offer, the

current promoters led by
Srinivasan could face a
takeover attempt as their
stake is 28.42 per cent

share capital of ICL. The move by
the Birlas, currently the largest
manufacturers of cement in the
country, follows the recent acqui-
sition of Penna Cement by the
Adani group and aimed at retain-
ing its leadership position in the
cement sector.

While the Birla stake falls short
of the 25 per cent stake required
tomake an open offer, the current
promoters led by Srinivasan could
face a takeover attempt as their
stake is 28.42 per cent. Though
UltraTech said it’s purely a non-
controlling financial investment,
it’s not clear whether the current
promoters have supported the
Birla’s stake purchase.

Radhakishan and Gopikishan

Damani together held 20.78 per
cent stake in the company as of
March 2024. Though the Birlas did
not reveal the name of the seller,
market sources said the purchase
could be from the Damanis. On
June 13, Adani Group owned
Ambuja Cements said it has
signed a binding agreement for
the acquisition of Hyderabad-
based Penna Cement Industries
Ltd (PCIL) atan enterprise value of
Rs 10,422 crore. Ambuja Cements
will acquire 100 per cent shares of
PCIL from its existing promoter
group P Pratap Reddy and family.

The spate of acquisitions by
the Birlas and Adaniis expected to
intensify the battle for market
share in the cement sector in the

of average daily market capitalisa-
tionand average daily traded value
onarolling basis, it said.

The revised criteria for entry
and exit of stocks in the derivative
segment(F&O)areinline with the
changed market context since
2018. Under the new norms, the
criteria for exit will apply to only
those stocks which have com-
pleted at least 6 months from the
monthof entry into the derivatives
segment. Under the revised crite-
ria, average daily market capitalisa-
tionand average daily traded value
(ADTV)inthe previous sixmonths
on a rolling basis will be consid-

coming days. India Cements
shares jumped by 11.49 per cent
to Rs 293.15 on the BSE on
Thursday following the an-
nouncement by the Birlas.
UltraTech shares spurted by 5.07
per centtoRs 11,714.80. UltraTech
has a consolidated capacity of
152.7 million tonnes per annum of
grey cement. It has 24 integrated
manufacturing units, 33 grinding
units, one Clinkerisation unitand 8
bulk packaging terminals. From a
two-plant company having a ca-
pacity of just 1.3 million tonnes in
1989, India Cements hasgrownin
the last two decades to a total ca-
pacity of 15.5 million tonnes per
annum. However, it made aloss of
Rs 202 crore on a turnover of Rs
4942 crore in FY24.

While N Srinivasan s the Vice-
chairman and MD of India
Cements, his daughter Rupa
Gurunathis an Executive Director
of the company and his wife
Chitra Srinivasan is a non-execu-
tive non-independent director on
the board. Srinivasan was earlier

RBI’'S FINANCIAL STABILITY REPORT FOR JUNE 2024

‘Banks’ gross NPA ratio eases
to 12-year low of 2.8% in March’

HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI, JUNE 27

THE GROSS non-performing as-
sets (GNPA) ratio of scheduled
commercial banks, whichmoder-
ated to a 12-year low of 2.8 per
cent in March 2024, may further
improve to 2.5 per cent by March
2025, the Reserve Bank of India
said on Thursday. The estimate for
GNPA ratio for March 2025 is
based on the macro stress tests,
performed to assess theresilience
of banks’ balance sheets to unfore-
seen shocks emanating from the
macroeconomic environment.

“The asset quality of sched-
uled commercial banks (SCBs)
recorded sustained improvement
and their GNPA ratio moderated
toa 12-yearlow in March 2024 (to
2.8 per cent). Their net NPA
(NNPA) ratio too improved to a
record low of 0.6 per cent,” the RBI
said inits Financial Stability Report
(FSR) for June 2024.

File

Under the baseline stress sce-
nario, the GNPA ratio of all banks
may improve to 2.5 per cent by
March 2025. If the macroeco-
nomic environmentworsenstoa
severe stress scenario, the GNPA
ratio may rise to 3.4 per cent, the
RBI's half yearly report said.

In the severe stress scenario,
the GNPA ratios of public sector
banks may increase from 3.7 per
centin March2024to4.1 per cent
inMarch 2025, whereasit may go
up from 1.8 per centto 2.8 per cent
for private sector bank and from
1.2 per cent to 1.3 per cent for for-
eignbanks.  FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

Higher delinquency
levels in sub-X50K
personal loans

Mumbai: The RBI expressed
concerns over the consumer
credit segment, particularly in
sub Rs 50,000 personal loan
segment, where delinquency
levels remain high.

It said in the consumer
credit segment more than half
of the borrowers have three
liveloans running at the same
time. “In the consumer credit
segment, there are a few con-
cerns that require close mon-
itoring. First, delinquency lev-
els among borrowers with
personal loans below Rs
50,000 remain high,” Finan-
cial Stability Report said. ENS

FULL REPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

ON DELHI-LONDON HEATHROW FLIGHTS FROM SEPTEMBER

AT’'s new A350 to make long-haul debut

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,JUNE 27

AIRINDIA will be deployingits lat-
est wide-body Airbus A350-900
aircraft on the Delhi-London
Heathrow route from September
1, marking the long-haul debut of
the A350 aircraft—the first new
aircraft type to be introduced by
an Indian airline in over adecade.
Air India started receiving the
long-range A350 aircraft—which
are part of its mammoth order of
470 Airbus and Boeing planes—in
December. Of the 40 A350s or-
dered by the airline in 2023, six

have already joined its fleet.

The A350 aircraft, with which
the Tata group carrier introduced
its new brand identity and up-
graded product this year; has sofar
been used to operate domestic
flights and the shortinternational
hop from Delhi to Dubai. These
operations were mainly seenasa
precursor to the aircraft’s deploy-

Company photo

menton long-haul routes. The air-
line has so far not commented on
the otherlong-haul routes where
the A350s would be deployed.
Given the range of the aircraft,
they canbe used to operate flights
to most global markets where Air
India operates.
FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

ered for top 500 stocks. The stock’s
median quarter sigma order size
(MQSOS)over thelast six months,
onarolling basis, should not beless
than Rs 75 lakh. The stock’s mar-
ket wide position limit(IMWPL)on
a rolling basis should not be less
thanRs 1,500 crore, as per the new
norms.

Retail investors now make up
35 per cent of options trades, un-
deterred by the factthat9 outof 10
individual traders in the equity
F&O segment incurred losses.

Meanwhile, in order to protect
the interest of investors and pro-
vide flexibility in the voluntary
delisting framework, the Sebi
board has approved the introduc-
tion of the fixed price processasan
alternative to reverse book build-
ing process (RBB) for delisting of
companies whose shares are fre-
quently traded. “The fixed price of-
fered by an acquirer should be
withatleast 15 per cent premium
over the floor price as determined
under the Delisting Regulations,”
Sebi said. FULL REPORT ON

www.indianexpress.com

India Cements

Chairman of the International
Cricket Council (ICC) and
President of the Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCI).

If the Birlas acquire another 2
per cent and make an open offer,
there’s a possibility of a hostile
takeover of India Cements.
However, the Birlas have not given
any indication about this option.
UltraTech had announced the ac-
quisition of Kesoram Industries’
cement assets for Rs 7,600 crore
lastyear. UltraTech recently said its
expansion programme is pro-
gressingas per schedule. Workon
the second phase of 22.6 mtpa ca-
pacity announcedinJune, 2022, is
under progress with capacities
commissioned across several lo-
cations, it said. The Adani group
has been expanding its footprint
in the cement sector. Gujarat
Ambuja, with its subsidiaries ACC
and Sanghi Industries, has taken
the Adani Group’s cement capac-
ity to 78.9 MTPA, with 18 inte-
grated plants and 19 cement grin-
ding units across the country.

Infy’s Parekh
pays 25L to
settle insider
trading case

Mumbai: Infosys MD and CEO Salil
Parekh has settled an alleged in-
sider trading violation with the
Securities and Exchange Board of
India (Sebi) by agreeing to pay Rs
25 lakh.

The High-Powered Advisory
Committee of the Sebi recom-
mended the case for settlement
upon payment of Rs 25 lakh and
itsrecommendation was accepted
by panel of Whole Time Members
of SebionMay 21,2024. A consent
settlement order may or may not
include a determination that a vi-
olation has occurred, according to
Sebirules.OnJuly 14,2020, Infosys
had announced a strategic part-
nership with Vanguard. The inves-
tigation by Sebi referred to Infosys’
own analysis that identified the
strategic importance of the part-
nership for the expansion of their
ownbusiness and revenue. It con-
cluded that the said partnership
would result into expansion of
business for Infosys. ENS
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Govt to amend 20006 Act to
streamline disputes over
delayed payments to MSMEs

Union MSME Minister Jitan Ram Manjhi says 70% population
under poverty line, focus on micro enterprises key

AGGAMWALIA

NEW DELHI,JUNE 27

THE UNION Ministry of Micro,
Small, and Medium Enterprises
(MSME) is amending the MSME
Development Act, 2006 to im-
prove mechanisms for managing
disputes related to delayed pay-
ments and to better address the
evolving needs of the MSME sec-
tor. Additionally, the MSME min-
istryisin the process of transform-
ing the Samadhaan portal, which
currently only tracks disputes aris-
ing from delayed payments to mi-
croand small enterprises (IVISESs),
into a comprehensive online res-
olution platform.

“We want to bring about the
firstamendment to the MSME Act
that was passed in 2006 in order
to make the provisions of the Act
more conducive to the require-
ments of MSMEs,” Dr Rajneesh,
Additional Secretary at MSME
ministry, said at an event com-
memorating World MSME Day.
He added that the ministry is col-
laborating with stakeholders such
as the Ministry of Law and Justice
and experts at National Law
Universities (NLUs) to design the
amendments.

“The Acthasalotof issues that
need tobe handled, including de-
layed payments and the kind of
support MSMEs need. The Act
was brought in 2006, and times
have changed. The nature of sup-
port needed has also undergone
avast difference. Similarly, when
it comes to the National Board for
MSME, it should have representa-
tion of all the secretaries from
states because the industry has to
connect with state governments
atthe ground level,” Vinod Kumar,
President of the Indian SME
Forum, told The Indian Express.
Kumar participated in the event

Union Minister for MSME
Jitan Ram Manjhi. PTIfile

organised by the ministry as a
panellist.

At the event, Union Minister
for MSME Jitan Ram Manjhi em-
phasised the need to focus on mi-
cro enterprises in rural areas to
improve quality of life and address
unemployment. “When we talk
about the rich and the poor, we
admit that today 70 per cent of the
population falls below the poverty
line. Of these people, 90 to 95 per
cent are somehow managing
their lives. We are very fortunate
to have a prime minister like
Narendra Modiwhois able toun-
derstand the problems of these
people and wants to work for
them. The development of micro
industries is very important for
this,” Manjhi said in his address.

Manjhi also identified six pil-
lars on which the ministry will fo-
cus going forward, namely for-
malisation and access to credit,
increased access to market and e-
commerce adoption, increased
productivity through modern
technology, enhancing skill levels
and digitalisation in the service
sector, support to khadi, rural,and
coir industries, and empower-

ment of women and artisans
through enterprise creation.

Atthe event, the ministry also
announced the Trade Enablement
& Marketing (TEAM) initiative,
which aims to onboard 5 lakh
MSEs onto the Open Network for
Digital Commerce (ONDC). The
initiative, with an outlay of Rs 277
crore over the next three years,
also seeks to assist MSEs with cat-
aloguing, account management,
logistics, and packaging material
and design. The ministry also an-
nounced the Yashasvini campaign
tospread awareness for formalis-
ing women-owned, informal mi-
cro enterprises, with a focus on
tier-2 and tier-3 cities.

During the event, Ateesh
Kumar Singh, Joint Secretary at
the MSME ministry, revealed that
the ministry is upgrading the
Samadhaan portal from a simple
tracker to a comprehensive full-
stack online platform for resolv-
ing delayed payment disputes.
The portal was launched in 2017
for the monitoring of outstanding
dues to MSEs from buyers of
goods and services. “Today, the
Samadhaan portal primarily pro-
vides information for analysis. It
does not offer a platform for direct
resolution. To improve this, the
portal needs to incorporate online
dispute resolution mechanisms.
Users should be able to file com-
plaints, have notices sent to the
other party, receive responses,and
participate in mediation or other
resolution processes—all online,”
explained Kumar.

Panellists at the event also
highlighted numerous problems
with the current process, includ-
ing the high cost of litigation for
MSEs and delays in resolution.
They suggested enforcing time-
lines and capping arbitration ex-
penses to make the process more
affordable for MSEs.

Why the recent spectrum

auction saw muted response

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEW DELHI,JUNE 27

THE FIRST spectrum auction un-
der the newly formed government
saw a feeble response from tele-
com companies as it fetched just
overRs 11,340 crore to the excheg-
uer — a mere 12 per cent to the
government’s reserve price of Rs
96,238 crore. This was the third-
lowest mop up since competitive
bidding for spectrum began in
2010, but came on the back of the
country’s biggest ever 5G auction
process that took place in 2022.

All the available spectrum in
800 MHz, 900 MHz, 1800 MHz,
2100MHz,2300MHz,2500 MHz,
3300 MHz, and 26 GHz bands
were put toauction. However, the
auction only saw activity in the
900MHz, 1800MHz, 2100MHz
and 2500 MHz bands.

Who bought what

The auction started on June 25
at 10 AM and concluded on June
26 at 11:45 AM after
seven rounds. Of the
533.6 MHz airwaves up
for grabs, 141.4 MHz or
26.5 per cent was bought

EXPLAINED

File

1800 MHz, and 2100 MHz bands.
Vodafone Idea cameinat the sec-
ond spot, picking up airwaves in
the 900 MHz, 1800 MHz, and
2500 MHzbands worthRs 35104
crore. Reliance Jio only bought
spectrumworth Rs 973.6 crore in
1800 MHz band.

This auction signals two key
things — that during the 2022 auc-
tion, telecom companies had ac-
quired a large amount of spec-
trum, and the recent bidding was
a way to ensure expansion and
continuity of services.
The second is that 5G
monetisation has been
an issue for telcos, given
@ | thatthehighspeedtech-

by telecom companies. |
Bharti Airtel was the
biggest spender this time around,
bidding for airwaves worth Rs
6,856 crore. The company picked
up spectrum in the 900 MHz,

nology is yet to show a
promising end user use-
case; and asaresult, they are being
cautious to not acquire a large
quantity of such spectrum until
the monetisation path is figured.

Jio to raise
mobile services
rates by 12-27%

New Delhi: Jiowill increase
mobile services rates by
12-27 per cent from July 3
and at the same time re-
strict the access of unlim-
ited free 5G services for
customers, according to a
company statement. This
is the first hike in mobile
services rates by Jio aftera
gap of about two-and-a-
half years. PTI

2022 auctions a contrast

In 2022, India saw its biggest
ever spectrum auction, receiving
bids upwards of Rs 1.5 lakh crore.
Reliance Jio emerged as the
largest spender in the 5G spec-
trum auction, acquiring almost
half of all the airwaves sold for
more than Rs 88,000 crore, and
was also the only one (among
four applicants) to have acquired
spectrum in the premium 700
MHz band. A total of 51.2 GHz of
spectrum was sold, of the total
72 GHz that was up for grabs -
close to 71 per cent. Airtel had
shelled out Rs 43,084 crore,
whereas Vodafone Idea spent Rs
18,799 crore.

EXPORTERS AT FIRST REVIEW MEETING CHAIRED BY COMMERCE MINISTER PIYUSH GOYAL

‘US tariffs on China causing container shortages’

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI,JUNE 27

INDIAN EXPORTERS are facing
shortages of containers and ship-
ping space as Chinese exporters
are scrambling to ship their goods
before the recently announced
US tariffs on Chinese goods come
into effect on August 1, exporters
have flagged during the first re-
view meeting chaired by
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal
on Thursday, sources told The
Indian Express.

This comes after the US an-
nounced anincreaseintariffsona

CONGESTION AT
PORTS ACONCERN

M Exportersraised
instances of congestion
atseveral ports as key
concerns being faced
by exporters amid the
Red Sea crisis

range of Chinese imports includ-
ing electric vehicles (EVs), batter-
ies, computer chips and medical
products. While the import duties
on Chinese EVs were increased to

over 100 per cent, duty on semi-
conductors were raised to 50 per
cent. Exporters, during the review
meeting that was attended by
senior Commerce Ministry offi-
cials, key export promotion coun-
cils and Minister of State for
Commerce and Industry Jitin
Prasada, also raised instances of
congestion at several ports as key
concerns being faced by exporters
amid the Red Sea crisis.

“The stock-taking review
meeting that is being planned to
take place every month saw dis-
cussions on a range of key issues
that exporters were facing.
Exportersraised issues suchas the

Red Sea crisis and the container
shortages that have begun hap-
pening ever since Chinais rushing
to export its products before the
tariffs come into effect on August
1,” asource said.

“Other issues such as rising
non-tariffs barriers that could dis-
rupt Indian exports such as
Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism (CBAM), European
Union’s Deforestation law and
Ecodesign for Sustainable
Products Regulation were also
taken up. Exporters sought the ex-
tension of interest equalisation
scheme to tide over high interest
rates,” the source added.
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
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DIFFICULT JUMPS (N
HISE PROGRAM.
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ACROSS DOWN
1 Offers.more doubtis 1 Stone castin attack(5)
uncertain(7) 2 Sorts earnings out with

5 Subject to select endlessly (5)
8 Changing to steam trains? He

wrong result(13)
3 Make no effort to be original

SEE, D'l PUTON My WHAT Do Yo
ROLLER SKATES ANMD TIE SA1P AN
A ROPE FROM THE CAR We GO?

I SURE
WisH You
COULD

BUMPER TO MY WAIST. THEM
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I RIDE BEHIND P'-.T 55 MPH !
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should know (13) (7)
9She gainsan advantage by 4 Wooden shoe? (6) v
returning(5) 5 Fish uncooked in the centre |
10Explainabout the turning  (5) e
pointinarevolution(4,3) 6 Demanded more of the - 127 VAN,
11 Newrostermadeoutfora  consumer?(3,2,3,5)
postal worker (6) 7 Disorderly crooner in court
12 He’s mastered the art of (7) MARVIN by Tom Armstrong
eating out (6) 11 Kissed maybe, usual start —_
15 How to fight miserliness? ~ between boy and girl (7) 'LL BET CATS GET ONE CAN HARDLY
(43) 13 Awinter wasted making LIVING SO MUCH SERIOUS DESCRIBE WHAT THOSE
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19 Away to survey theeternal rustinsupports(6) h g [ =
romantic situation (13) 16 A lightweight feline E
20 Amember of the lower (5) r
class?(5) 18 They join a course
21 Joint holders (7) (5) _i
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DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

O

Ifyourea
perfectionist, like so
many members of
your sign, you may
be finding current pressures
rather hard-going. However, if
you are ready to take life as it
comes, there'll be much to
stimulate you, maybe opening
anew window.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)

O

[t may seem that
you have now had
your last chance to
take an important
decision on money, perhaps
involving partners and close
friends. However, the present
lull is but a temporary phase.
While you're init, it could feel
asifit's lasting forever.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Delays are

@ there's nothing to
worry about. At
down, you must take the
opportunity to reflect on the
consider just where your
current activities are taking
the centre of attention? If not,
alter your course now.
Discreet discussions
@ are likely quite soon
your work, the
outcome will include welcome
increasingly lively social life
will provide the absolutely
your steadily accumulating
responsibilities.
The general
@ impact of current
is to deepen your
mental processes. The result
seriousness combined with
delays and, quite possibly,
social life. But, then, you're
getting used to that.
Significant
@ discussions are
intense and serious,
now there's a hint that there
agreement is reached.
Concentrate on getting your
establishing order in family
settings. If you have doubts,

inevitable, but
such times, when life slows
state of your life so far, and
you. Do you really want to be
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
and if these involve
long-term benefits. An
perfect counter-balance to
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
planetary influences
will be amood of increasing
broken arrangements in your
VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
becoming more
is more to be settled before
home affairs straight and
let partners set the pace.

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

This could be a
critical time for all
money matters.
You'd be well

advised to get hold of more
information, although you
must wait a little longer before
deals are finalised to
everyone's satisfaction.
Romantic partners continue to

make extra demands.
SCORPIO (Oct24 - Nov 23)
You should know by
now thatit's much
better to let other
people understand
what you're really feeling,
otherwise you can't complain
if you are misunderstood.
Partners genuinely want to
help, so put your suspicions to
one side and welcome

whatever assistance is offered.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)

Certain proposals
must be left on

ice for alittle while,
atleast until you

have had time to digest
what partners have said and
done. You must continue to
discuss your plans and
proposals in as much detail
asisrequired. Never feel you
have to make a final decision
until you are ready.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)

Although you
are ofteninan
outgoing and
sociable mood,

you have a tendency to go
behind people's backs, even
if well-intentioned. Don't be
surprised if friends are
bemused by your behaviour.
Your signals are confusing.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21 -Feb 19)
It's an excellent
time to broaden
your horizons
and diversify your

affairs. Not only is your

career involved in this

reassessment, but sois awhole
range of leisure and social
activities. But, first, you must
finalise financial plans as

soon as you can.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

Why not live

up to your
reputation and be
more tolerantin

your dealings with loved

ones? The demands you

make on them have more

to do with your own high
expectations than the reality of
the current situation. You'lldo
yourself a power of good by
being more realistic.

INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY — RITES

RITES celebrated the 10th International Day of Yoga focusing on
the theme ‘Yoga for Self & Society’. A yoga session for the em-
ployees, demonstrating Common Yoga Protocol asanas by Bhartiya
Yog Sansthan, was organized to emphasize its extensive benefits for
everyday living. Yoga enthusiasts performed asanas during the
session at Shikhar, RITES Corporate Office in Gurugram.

MEETING— IREDA

IREDA conducted its 37th AGM through video conferencing at its
Corporate Office in New Delhi. The meeting was chaired by
Pradip Kumar Das, CMD, IREDA, & attended by all the Directors
and many shareholders. In his address, Das highlighted the
significance of this AGM as the first one held after IREDA's
successful [IPO in November 2023.

27 Annual Generad Meeting

MOU— POWERGRID

POWERGRID signed two MoUs for the construction of a 250-bedded Po-
wergrid Vishram Sadan at AlIMS Bilaspur under CSR. The first MoU was signed
between POWERGRID & AIIMS, Bilaspur, whereas the second one was Si-
gned between POWERGRID & HSCC. The MoUs were signed by Vinod P Baxla,
GM (HR) on behalf of Powergrid, Lt. Col M. Hariharan, Deputy Dir. (Adminis-
tration), on behalf of AIIMS, Bilaspur, & PK Bhatia, CGM on behalf of HSCC.

TOURNAMENT — THDCIL

The 27th Inter-CPSU Carrom Tournament hosted by THDCIL under the
esteemed banner of the Power Sports Control Board, M/o Power,
culminated successfully in Uttarakhand’s Tehri. This prestigious five-day
event aimed at promoting sportsmanship and fostering healthy
competition among participants witnessed enthusiastic participation
from 12 teams representing various PSUs of the Power Sector.

PROGRAM — NBT

The National Book Trust, India celebrated National Reading Day recently

across the country in remembrance of PN. Panicker, the father of India’s

library movement. On this occasion, creative reading activities were

organized for children, teachers, trainers, & mentors at various locations

| including New Delhi, Dehradun, Patna, Lucknow, Bhopal, Varanasi, Mu-
mbai, Guwahati, Agartala, Cuttack, Chennai, Hyderabad, & Kochi.

INT'L YOGA DAY—ITPO

M/o Commerce & Industry celebrated the 10th Int’l Day of Yoga at Bharat
Mandapam in the graceful presence of Jitin Prasada, MoS for Commerce
& Industry, Sunil Barthwal Commerce Secy., RK Singh, Secy. DPIIT & PS
Kharola, CMD ITPO, besides other Senior govt. officials alongwith a total
of 400 employees of Ministry of Commerce & Industry, ITPO, CISF & |
private bodies also participated in the yoga session.

DI DSS Y  FoUNDATION DAY—PSB

- ol S -8 1 The 117th Foundation Day of Punjab & Sind Bank was celebrated
at the Zonal Office in Dehradun. On this occasion, Guru’s kirtan
and recitation were done and water coolers and wheelchairs were
distributed by the Zonal Manager in various institutions, schools,
colleges and hospitals. Chhabil was also organized in Dehradun’s
local branches.

AWARD—NAINITAL BANK

Nikhil Mohan, MD & CEQ of NAINITAL BANK has received an award from
PFRDA on behalf of the bank for an exemplary performance in enrolment
under ATAL PENSION YOJNA campaign by achieving 114% of the targets
assigned for FY 23- 24. It is a great achievement for the entire team of
Nainital Bank under the leadership of Nikhil Mohan, MD & CEO & a
milestone for bank to achieve much better results in the coming days.

VISIT— CCIC

During his visit to ‘the Cottage’ in Janpath, S.
Jaishankar, External Affairs Minister, praised the
delightful array of artisanal products. Manoj Lal,
MD of The Central Cottage Industries Corporation
of India Ltd., showcased the impressive offerings.
Lal informed, “The Cottage’ has also introduced
new models of sale cum live demonstrations by
artisans themselves in their Emporia network

across the country, ensuring that India’s rich heritage reaches a global audience.”

INAUGURATION— ITBP

A 5 day training on Meliponiculture (Stingless
bees) was inaugurated at the ICAR-National
Bureau of Agricultural Insect Resources, Ben-
galuru. The event was attended by 20 ITBP
personnel. Dr. SN Sushil, Director, ICAR-NBAIR

Bengaluru, chaired the inaugural program, & em-

phasized the significance of pollinators in agriculture, particularly meliponiculture for producing high-value
medicinal honey. During the event, a training manual on "Meliponiculture" was released to benefit the
participants. Ramesh Chand, Team Lead from ITBP, lauded the expected benefits from the training.

AWARD— POWERGRID

POWERGRID’s Team Corporate Communications has been featured in
India’s 30 Top Corporate Communications Teams for the fourth time by
Reputation Today. The team led by Anshuman Tandon, CGM Corporate
Communications, Powergrid, along with Ravi Kumar, DGM (Corp.
Comm.) & Akshat Chopra, Asst. Manager (Corp. Comm.) received the

award at an event in Bengaluru. Powergrid is the only PSU to feature in this Ilst whereln it jumped five places
from its previous ranking. To arrive at the list of Top Corporate Communication Teams, a jury independently

evaluated the Top 30 teams scoring each one of them on set parameters.

AWARD— RAILTEL

RailTel won the ET Government PSU Leadership & Excellence Awards 2024
in Leadership in Digital Transformation category. Dr. Jitendra Singh, MoS
(IC) Science & Technology; Earth Sciences; MoS PMO, PP/DoPT, Atomic
Energy, Space, presented the award in a gala ceremony of 5 th ET Govt
National PSU Summit 2024. This prestigious award was conferred by

Economic Times PSU recognizing outstanding achievements of PSUs across a large spectrum. RailTel received
this award for successfully implementing the Hospital Management Information System for Indian Railways.
RailTel has also developed teleconsultation and beneficiary apps that are seamlessly integrated with HMIS.

FOUNDATION DAY—PSB

The 117th Foundation Day of Punjab & Sind Bank was organized
in Zone Delhi-ll, Naraina. PSB is one of the country’s 12
nationalized banks & has been providing its banking services in
India for 117 years. Water coolers were distributed in schools
and hospitals alongside wheelchairs in NGOs and sticks for the

blind. On the occasion, 117 saplings were specially planted by the bank under the Vriksharopan Program.
Additionally, langar and chhabeel were organized in Zone Delhi-Il, Naraina Vihar & various branches. The
successful management of the said program was led by the Zonal Manager & team of Zonal Office Delhi-2.

MOU— NBCC

NBCC inked an MoU with Grid-India (Grid Controller of India Ltd.)
for the execution of interior, fit-outs and other associated infr-
astructure works for its new Gorporate Office at Ayurvigyan Na-
gar in New Delhi. The tentative value of works to be executed

under this MoU is approximately Rs. 70.00 Cr. The MoU was signed by AIok Kumar, Sr. GM, Grid-India & Mu-
dit Bhatnagar, CGM (Engg.), NBCC in the presence of SR Narasimhan, CMD, Grid-India, KP Mahadevaswamy,
CMD, NBCC, Smt. BK Sokhey, Dir. (Fin.), NBCC, Saleem Ahmad, Dir. (Proj.), NBCC & other senior-level officials
from both organizations. Earlier, Grid-India, responsible for “National Load Dispatch”, had purchased this new

epaper.indianexpress:com -. .

office from NBCC with around 61,000 sqft, at approximately Rs. 270 Crs & entrusted NBCC to furnishit.

INT'L YOGA DAY—RAILTEL
RailTel joined the Inter-
national Day of Yoga cel-
ebration recently. Sanjai Ku-
mar, CMD, Dr. Chandramani
Sharma, CVO, V. Rama Ma-
nohara Rao, Director/Fin-
ance, Manoj Tandon Dir-
ector/POM, Yashpal Singh Tomar, Director/ NPM, officers & staff of
RailTel participated in a Yoga session organized at the Corporate Office
to mark the occasion. The Yoga session was led by Devandra Gupta,
Zonal President of the Bhartiya Yoga Sansthan in Delhi. In addition to
the Corporate Office event, all regional and territory offices of RailTel
celebrated International Yoga Day at their respective locations.

WORKSHOP—UCO BANK
The All India UCO Bank Div-
yangian Employees Welfare
Association conducted Disab-
ility Awareness & Sensitization
Program recently for Divyangian Employees of UCO Bank. Repre-
sentatives from various states participated in this workshop, reflecting
on the wide-reaching impact and importance of this initiative.

FOUNDATION DAY—PSB

PSB announced a series of inn-
ovative new offerings to mark its i . Yol |
117th Foundation Day under the i\ j" :
theme of “Igniting Growth, Inn- . mf Bat
ovation & Excellence”. The initiatives included brand new products &
services, new digital offerings within the PSB UNIC app, new par-
tnerships, & CSR activities. The Foundation Day celebration started by
opening of ATM mobile van & inauguration of Model branch at
Safdarjung Enclave, New Delhi. The event was spearheaded by Swarup
Kumar Saha, MD&CEO of Punjab & Sind Bank, at the Bank's corporate
office in New Delhi, and was graced by CVO, GMs & Senior officials.

GGSIU The 83rd meeting of Board of Management held recently. In
the meeting, Board approved the setting up of Indraprastha Centre for
Strategy & Policy Research. According to Prof M Verma, VC of the
University, the ICSPR will function from the office of University
School of Management Studies & a senior Professor of the School
will lead the centre. The Board of Management approved for starting
3 courses; Solar Photovoltaic Entrepreneur, Emergency Medical
Technician-Basic and Graphic Design of the duration of
approximately 3 months.

CONCLAVE—INDIAN YOGA ASSOCIATION
Indian Yoga Association organised
the 3rd National State Chapters
Conclave, Manthan — Strengthening
IYA Globally on June 18, 2024. The
event was held at Anuvrat Bhawan,
New Delhi. Manthan was graced with
the divine presence of several esteemed personalities including Gurudev
Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, Chairman, IYA (ONLINE), Maa Dr Hansaji Yogendra,
President, IYA (ONLINE), Guru Dr HR Nagendra, Member, Governing
Council, IYA, Swami Chidananda Saraswati, Member, Governing
Council, IYA (ONLINE), Yugpradhan Acharya Shri Mahashramanii ki
Vidushi Shishya Dr Sadhvi Shree Kundan Rekha. And from the
Executive Council, Subodh Tiwari, Secretary General, YA & other
distinguished memberss. The Conclave saw a footfall of over 250
members of the IYA, including representatives from the 26 State Chapter
Committees. The event provided an excellent opportunity for members
to exchange insights, foster collaboration, & reinforce the vital role of
State Chapter Committees in achieving IYA's mission and vision.
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SPORT

Afghanistan’s

fairytale ends,
Proteas dreamon

South Africa thrash
Rashid & Co. to enter
their first-ever men’s

World Cup final

VENKATAKRISHNAB
JUNE 27

THE PROTEA fire is indeed burning bright. It
was in full rage at the Brian Lara Cricket
Academy ground at Tarouba, leaving ab-
solutely no chance for Afghanistan to survive
in the first semifinal of the T20 World Cup.
Courtesy, their most commanding win of the
tournament, Aiden Markram has managed
to achieve what no South Africa captain has
ever done before. After faltering in seven
semifinals of World Cups, including two in
the T20s (2009 & 2014), South Africa now
have made their first final appearance. The
rainbow is finally close to being complete.

From the moment Ricky Ponting and
Shaun Pollock had a ring side view of the
pitch, which had patches of grass and
cracks, especially on the good length area,
the warning signs were there to see. That
there even some grass inside the cracks
showed the new strip being used for the
match is going to offer movement and it
could well come down to the toss. And even
the bounce on offer made it a questionable
choice of condition for a semifinal. In the
first innings, one delivery from Anrich
Nortje, beat Karim Janat’s top-edge and flew
over Quinton de Kock’s gloves for four byes.
And by the second innings, deliveries from
a good length were beginning to shoot low.

And surprisingly, after winning the toss,
Afghanistan captain Rashid Khan chose to
bat first, only to see South Africa Marco
Jansen and Kagiso Rabada reduce them to
23/5 by the end of the fifth over before they
were bundled out for 56 in 11.5 overs. The
formalities were completed by the Proteas
in 8.5 overs as they won by nine wickets.

Playing an important semi-final just 48
hours after a historic night at St Vincent
seemed too much for Afghanistan. After a
four-hour flight delay, they arrived at Trinidad
only on the eve of the game, leaving them with
no real chance of having a practice session to
even access the conditions at this new sta-
dium, which sits on the skirts of Port of Spain.
The rigours of tournament cricket are still new
tothem. And inICCeventsitis all the more de-
manding, especially short turnovers like this
ahead of a knockout match.

Given all of this in the backdrop, fielding
first could have helped Afghanistan calm their
nerves, particularly if one considers the strug-
gles of the South Africa batsmen against their
spinners. But, having won four of their five
matches at this World Cup while batting first,
it was entirely possible that Afghanistan
wanted to be in the comfort zone. It is what
their spinners relish, especially on decks
where there is assistance of the bowlers.

Tentative batting

Whatever it was once they were outin the
middle apart from the seam movement that
was on offer, Afghanistan’s batsmen too added
to their own downfall. Barring Gulbadin Naib
who came in at No 3, their top five were all
tentative to the movement on offer. The move-
ment on offer did come as a surprise to South
Africaas well, who called on left-arm spinner

PROTEA BLOOM

The South African bowlers, led by
Kagiso Rabada (R) and Marco Jansen,
(not in pic) were the difference against
Afghanistan. P11

Keshav Maharaj to deliver the second over be-
fore going back to the seamers.

It was Jansen who started the slide for
Afghanistan. Having started with aslipand a
leg slip in place, the tall left-arm pacer mixed
it up with in-swingers and one that shaped
away right through that over. But it was off
the final ball of the first over where he got
the line and length totally spot on as
Rahmanullah Gurbaz went for a drive only,
only to edge it to Reeza Hendricks at first slip.

Off his next over, Jansen once again strug-
gled to get his line and even bowled a short
one that Gulbadin had trouble to put it away
for aboundary. But off his third, got the con-
trol back, as he made this one to curve in from
the middle and off stump channel. It beat
Gulbadin’s defence, which had enough space
for the ball to sneak in.

Watching Jansen get the movement,
Markram called on Rabada, who straight-
away hit the right line and length which
would target the top of off-stump. Off the first
ball, Ibrahim Zardan ended up losing his off-
stump as he just prodded the bat out with-
out any real foot movement. It would only
get worse as Mohammad Nabi suffered the
same fate as Zardan three deliveries later.
This one from Rabada, which nipped back
in sharply, would have taken down any top-
class batsmen even in Test cricket.

South Africawent for the kill, making
Jansen bowl his third in the powerplay. Like his
two oves before this, he altered with his incom-
ing ones and the ones that went with the an-
gle. And off the last, which appeared to slide
down the leg, somehow Nangeyalia Kharote
managed to nick it to De Kock. At 23/5,
Afghanistan needed at least to reach three fig-
ures to make a contest out of this.

But thereafter, like Jansen and Rabada be-

fore him, Nortje too made an impact in his
first over. Azmatullah Omarzai tried to break
the shackles, but picked the fielder at deep
cover.And for the first time in the evening,
Afghanistan would go two consecutive overs
unscathed in the eighth and ninth. But off
the three overs, with wrist-spinner Tabraiz
Shami joining the party, and picking up three
wickets (all LBW), Afghanistan would lose
four more to crash land to 56 all out - their
lowest in all T20Is in what was their high
point of their cricketing journey.
BRIEF SCORES: Afghanistan 56 all outin 11.5
overs (Tabraiz Shamsi 3/6, Marco Jansen
3/16) lost to South Africa 60-1 in 8.5 overs
overs (Reeza Hendricks 29, Aiden Markram
23%)
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RAHANE JOINS LEICESTERSHIRE

Former India skipper Ajinkya Rahane has signed with
English county side Leicestershire for the second half of the
ongoing season, the club announced on Thursday. PTI

L. S

STOP-START SEM

[INAL

India captain Rohit Sharma leaves the field after rain stopped play during the semifinal against England in Providence, Guyana. PTI

B England won the toss and asked India
to bat after the start of play was delayed
by more than an hour because of a wet
outfield at the Providence Stadium after a
heavy shower in the morning.

M Rain stopped play after eight overs with
India reaching 65 for two in eight overs
against England. When the skies opened,
Rohit Sharma was batting on 37 and
Suryakumar Yadav on 13.

M Play began again after over an hour.
Though India lost Virat Kohli and Rishabh
Pant cheaply, Rohit Sharma (57 off 39)
and then Surya Kumar Yadav (47 off 36)
kept the scoreboard ticking.

M India finished at 171 for 7 in the alloted
20 overs. Hardik Pandya 23 off 13
deliveries and Ravindra Jadeja 17 not out
off nine provided the runs in the closing
phase of the innings.

At Lara’s ground, new pitch comes under fire

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JUNE 27

THE PITCH at the Brian Lara Cricket Academy,
which was used for the first semi-final of the
T20 World Cup on Wednesday and saw
Afghanistan crash to their lowest ever T20I to-
tal, has come under sharp focus. In a tourna-
ment where pitches in the US leg of the
matches came under intense scrutiny for be-
ingunderprepared, evenin the Caribbeanleg
some of the tracks have been hard to score off.
However, in the new pitch used for the semi-
final, apart from seam movement, the unpre-
dictability of the bounce made it all the more
challenging for the batsmen from both sides.

During the pitch report it was evident
that the grass cover would aide movement.
And pointing to the cracks on offer, former
Australia captain Ricky Ponting suggested
that bounce or lack of it could well be a fac-
tor. And it turned out to be true as South
Africa’s seamers capitalised on the condi-
tions and take them through to their maiden
World Cup final appearance.

“It seems strange to me that you'll use a
brand new wicket for a semifinal one that
you've actually got noidea about how it’s go-
ing to play. We heard the preparation for this
wicket started about a week and a half,”
Ponting told the host broadcaster.

And more than the movement on offer;,
Ponting was particularly unhappy with un-
even bounce. “There was a game early in the

tournament - West Indies and New Zealand -
which was a 150 plays 140 type game. And at
least they had some sort of idea of how that
wicket was going play. I know the ball swung
that night. That's okay. You can deal with that.
But the variation in bounce and seam that
we've seen here, 'm not sure if 'm the grounds-
man, I'll be experimenting with somethinglike
that in such a big moment,” Ponting said.

Afghanistan coach Jonathan Trott also
lambasted the pitch

"Idon't want to get myself into trouble and
I don't want to come across as bitter or it be-
ing a case of sour grapes but that's not the pitch
that you want to have a match, a semi-final of
a World Cup on, plain and simple," Trott said
at the post-match press conference.

The former England batter said the pitch
took batting completely out of the game.

"It should be a fair contest. I'm not saying
it should be flat completely with no spinand
no seam movement, I'm saying you should-
n't have batsmen worrying about going for-
ward," he explained. "They should be confi-
dent in foot movement and be able to hit
through the line or use their skills. T20 is
about attacking and about scoring runs and
taking wickets, not looking to survive."

AsMarco Jansen and Kagiso Rabada went
about hitting the good length areas, apart
from the movement on offer, thanks to the
former’s height, there was some exaggerated
bounce. But when Anrich Nortje - who hits
the deck hard - came on to bowl, he saw one
of his deliveries that kept climbing even after

Afghanistan head coach Jonathan Trott
and captain Rashid Khan after the
semifinal loss to South Africa. PTI

going past the batsman. As Karim Janat tried
to slash, it missed the top edge and the ball
kept climbing, giving no chance for the wick-
etkeeper as it went for 4 byes. Then in his
next over, Rashid Khan could do nothing
about Nortje’s delivery, which didn’t climb
from back of a good length and instead kept
low to crash the stumps.

Thereafter the uneven bounce became
the norm during South Africa’s innings. Off
the second ball of the chase, Naveen-ul-Haq’s
length delivery climbed significantly to hit
Quinton de Kock on the midriff. And two de-
liveries later, another length delivery would
hit the deck and get find excessive bounce

again. In the next over bowed by Fazalhaq
Farooqi, who mostly bowled fuller, there was
no space for extra bounce.

But the hit-the-deck bowlers seemed to
make the most out of it. In his second over,
Naveen once again got steep bounce. Butin his
third, he made deliveries that jumped off from
good length as well as kept low from the same
areas. Then Rashid Khan got one of his leg-
breaks to shoot low. However, the seventh over
bowled by Azmatullah Omarzai that caused
lot of problems. Three of his deliveries —all from
good length - shot low. One of it climbed just
ankle-high and another went below the bat to
the keeper. But the last ball of the over would
see the ball climb awkwardly from the same
good length area with the batsman Reeza
Henrdicks doing well to keep the balldown by
playing it with a loose grip.

Had Afghanistan managed a three-figure
total, the story could have been alot different.
But with just 56 on board, South Africa man-
aged to knock it off.

“Ithinkit was a tough night forusasateam
and we could’ve done better than us. But con-
ditions didn’t let us do that but you should be
mentally ready for any situation. I thought we
didn’t bat well. We were struggling when
Mujeeb got injured, but Nabi, Fazal...that
made our jobas aspinning unit easier. The con-
sistency in bowling was something pleasing
for me. We came here before the tournament
and if you told us we would be playing the
semi-final against South Africa, we would ac-
cept that,” Rashid Khan said.

With runs under his belt, Quinton could be the game-changer for SA

RAHUL PANDEY
JUNE 27

ALL HELL had broken loose after Quinton
de Kock didn’t follow his team mates in tak-
ing the knee at the 2021 T20 World Cup in
UAE. Given the country’s apartheid past,
South Africa was outraged. A sporting icon’s
refusal to be part of the team’s symbolic
gesture against racism was not acceptable
for the majority in the country. Even his
‘cricketing father’ was disappointed.

Geoffrey Toyana, a black African, felt hurt
by the boy he had coached since his U19
days, and known even longer. But the coach
quickly rushed to de Kock’s defence. “I've
known Quinton since he was 15. His family,
he’s got a black brother and sisters as well. I
thinkit’s about trying to understand one an-
other and minding each other. We all come
from different years of life, with different
challenges,” Toyana tells The Indian Express,
mulling how Cricket South Africa (CSA)
could’ve done things differently.

It was a dark phase for de Kock. Even be-
fore he started playing for the Proteas, de
Kock was known for his feisty character,
prone to get into on-field brawls. But this
was worse, especially on the back of the
CSA hearings that had shaken the country’s
belief in its icons. It's taken some time but
the wounds have healed, and in 2024, de
Kock has been a guiding light to South

Africa’s best-ever T20 World Cup cam-
paign. Their leading run scorer, whose
demolition jobs as an opener have ignited
the belief that maybe this time, at long last,
South Africa can touch that silverware.

“With Quinny, it’s not just his batting.
He’s the keeper as well as one of the lead-
ers of the side. He adds up a lot,” Toyana be-
lieves. For him and everyone who saw de
Kock play as a schoolboy cricketer, the lat-
ter was destined for these highs long ago.
Pretty much since the day he decided to
ditch high school for the sport.

Graduating from cricket

There’s a famous dressing joke that’s
thrown around whenever de Kock’s deci-
sion to drop out of high school comes is
called out. “I might not have graduated
from high school but I have a master’s de-
gree in cricket,” he had told The Cricket
Monthly a few years back.

Toyana laughs upon hearing the same
but agrees to the expression, “100 percent.
He spends so much time on his cricket.
Running, batting, keeping, for hours and
hours. For me, he has done exactly what
he’s wanted to do with his life.”

In a nation that was still noshing on the
brilliance of Jacques Kallis, Graeme Smith,
Hashim Amla, and AB de Villiers, the hype
around a debutant de Kock had been un-
real. At 20, his name was being put beside

Adam Gilchrist’s.
. |

Quinton de Kock is South Africa’s highest run-getter in the T20 World Cup with
204 at a strike rate of 143.66. PTI

The coach who witnessed him deci-
mate bowling attacks all the same while
quickly transitioning from school cricket to
domestic circuit to U19 to an international
debutin 2012, recalls it.

“I met him in 2006. When he was still
in school. Going up the ranks in school
cricket, everybody talked about him. When
he was 16, he was scoring hundreds every

game,” Toyana says. “Since he was a school-
boy cricketer, he was a prodigy. You knew
from watching him that Quinny will play
for South Africa.”

It wasn’t long before being naturally
good at cricket wasn'’t sufficient. Tough
questions were asked and the cricket grad-
uate was ready to dig deep for the answers.

Toyana talks about de Kock’s first over-
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In a nation that was still noshing
on the brilliance of Jacques
Kallis, Graeme Smith, Hashim
Amla, and AB de Villiers, the
hype around a debutant de Kock
had been unreal.

seas tour. The Sri Lankan off-spinners, led
by the enigmatic Ajantha Mendis, had
given him a hard time. For four consecu-
tive games, the southpaw was dismissed
by an offie, and found himself in a stran-
glehold once the tour ended. “So he came
back home and then we called in all the off-
spinners in our region for him to play in the
nets. For months and months, all he faced
was off spin.”

Then there was the 2015 ODI World
Cup, where he averaged 20 from eight out-
ings. Known for his relative ease while
countering the pacers, de Kock struggled
on pace conducive wickets down under.
His comeback course involved fishing for
answers, literally. He turned to reeling in
15Kg Tigerfish in Africa’s fourth-longest
river. “Facing a Mitchell Johnson bouncer
is tame by comparison. Pulling in one of
those monsters is the greatest adrenaline
rush you can experience,” he’d explain his
philosophy behind it.

“That’s a mark of a very very good
player,” says Toyana. “You will have set-
backs. You will have tough times. Quinton
has been very good at identifying his short-
comings pretty quickly, and finding his way
out of them. He is a quick learner, and
grasps onto those learnings for life.”

Nothing at this World Cup demon-
strates it better than his reading of the
Barbados air and soil to aid his batting.

All it took were seven CPL games - only
three of them at the Darren Sammy
Stadium, where he scored his 65 off 38
against England in Super-8. De Kock knew
a par score — which had been enough to see
the batting first team through at night -
wasn’t going to cut it against England in a
day game.

“I don’t know if the rest of the guys
knew, but I had a fair sense: I've played here
quite a bit in the Caribbean league and it’s
the same thing: the wicket looks beautiful.
At night, it plays most differently but in the
day, 160-170 are winning scores here in the
day. I think the lights and maybe a bit of
dew at night help the ball skid on a bit bet-
ter,” de Kock boasted afterwards.

“Wind’s definitely a big factor, espe-
cially opening the batting when you've
only got two guys out. You've got to use that
wind as much as you can: don’t fight it, just
try and use it,” he added on his early on-
slaught against Jofra Archer, almost sound-
ing like a wind engineer.
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Women’s Test:
At home vs SA,
India hope for

acclimatisation

VINAYAKK MOHANARANGAN
CHENNAI, JUNE 27

SINCE DECEMBER 2022, the Indian women's
cricket team's home assignments were
largely in and around Mumbai. All 11 T20Is,
three ODIs and two Tests at home in that pe-
riod were played across DY Patil, Brabourne,
and Wankhede. The WPL's inaugural edition
in 2023 was played entirely in Mumbai and
Navi Mumbai. But slowly but surely, "home"
is starting to take on a wider meaning for
Harmanpreet Kaur and Co. Bengaluru and
Delhi witnessed packed stands during WPL
2024, and the former hosted the recent ODI
series against South Africa. And starting
Friday, the Indian women will add another
iconic name to that list: Chennai.

They may be playing one Test and three
T20Is at Chepauk over the next few days, but
the importance of experiencing different
venues before the ODI World Cup at home
next year is not lost on Harmanpreet.

"As a team, it's a great opportunity for us,"
Harmanpreet said on Wednesday. "Even
though they are home conditions, we don't
have much experience here. ButI think this se-
ries will definitely give us alot of confidence to
see how the wicket is going to behave and
what combinations we can look for at the
World Cup, with just one year left. We are tak-
ing this opportunity with both hands. It's a
great opportunity to see how the wicketsarein
Chennai and how we can improve our skills."

The MA Chidambaram Stadium in
Chepaukis, in head coach Amol Muzumdar's
words, historic and iconic. But that pertains
largely to men's cricket, both international
and franchise. The last time the city hosted
women's international matches was in
February-March 2007 (a quadrangular ODI
affair). You have to go all the way back to 1976
when Chennai hosted a women's Test.

"In the last two Tests in Mumbali, there
was turn early. We don't have much clar-
ity about the wicket here. We discuss to go
out there and see how the pitch is behav-
ing.” India might be the home side, but the
conditions will be as much of an unknown
to them as they are for Laura Wolvaardt's
South Africa.

Apprentice trumps master

Kvaratskhelia outshines idol Ronaldo as Georgia beat Portugal to enter last 16

SAYAKDUTTA
JUNE 27

“WILL I ask Cristiano for his jersey after the
game? Maybe. Probably. OK, yes. Why not?
He is my idol. I will tell him that. But that does
not mean we can’t win,” This was what
Georgia’s No.7 Khvicha Kvaratskhelia had
written in the Players Tribune last week. Ten
days later, Georgia outplayed Portugal and
notched up a historic 2-0 win.

The two number 7s have a connection.
Recently an old picture of the two started mak-
ing rounds on the internet. It was from 2013
when Cristiano Ronaldo, a certified Real
Madrid superstar then, visited the Dinamo
Thilisi Academy in Georgia. In that picture,
Kvaratskhelia, a 12-year-old boy then, was pok-
ing his head from over the crowd standing
around Ronaldo. On Thursday night, the boy,
now a 23-year-old man, made sure that the
picture was back in circulation as he helped
Georgia qualify for the next round of the Euro.

The Veltins-Arena witnessed history onthe
night when Kvaratskhelia not only outshone
his much more decorated Portuguese coun-
terpart, he ensured that his country, the lowest
ranked team in this tournament, can dream
justabitbigger. 93 seconds. That was all it took
for Kvaratskhelia to stun Portugal. The Selecao
looked shell shocked as the Georgia players
wheeled off in celebrations with the match not
even 2 minutes old. Portugal’s Antonio Silva,
playing his first match of the Euro, saw
Kvaratskhelia bearing down on himafewyards
away from the centre circle. With the nerves
getting the best of him, he tried to pass it to a
nearby teammate butended up giving the ball
away to an advancing Georges Mikautadze.

Kvaratskhelia, one of the most in de-
mand wingers in the world right now after
his 2022/23 title Serie A title winning sea-
son with Napoli, started ramping up the
speed from the left, running past the flab-
bergasted Silva who was unable to keep up
with the Georgian’s pace. Mikautadze
would see the run and threaded a pass
through to him which he slotted cooly to
the left of the keeper. The move for the goal
was simple and straightforward, a classic
counter attack, something of a rarity in this
era. It perfectly encapsulated how Georgia
have played this tournament, an uncompli-

Georgia’s Khvicha Kvaratskhelia celebrates after scoring against Portugal. Reuters

ROUND OF 16 LINE-UP

June 29: Switzerland vs Italy (21:30)
June 30: Germany vs Denmark (00:30)
June 30: England vs Slovakia (21:30)
July 1: Spain vs Georgia (00:30)

July 1: France vs Belgium (21:30)
July 2: Portugal vs Slovenia (00:30)
July 2: Romania vs Netherlands (21:30)

July 3: Austria vs Turkey (00:30)
Allmatch times, IST

cated, kamikaze style of attack.

Hailing from the Georgian town of Batumi,
Kvaratskhelia made his senior debut with
Dinamo Thilisi before moving on FC Rustavi.
But with his skill and flair, he would soon out-
grow the Georgian League and move on to big-
ger things. He would join the Russian teams
Lokomotiv Moscow in 2019 on loan, around
the same time he made his debut for the na-
tional side. In the same year, he would jump
ship to Rubin Kazan. But fate would bring him
back to Georgia. After Russia invaded Ukraine
in 2022, FIFA decreed that foreign players in
Russia could unilaterally suspend their con-
tracts and sign for clubs outside of Russia. This
led to Rubin suspending Kvaratskhelia’s con-

tract which led to him joining Dinamo Batumi,
which was a Georgian club.

“Butin 2022, the warin Ukraine starts. The
war is abig shame. For me, when we live in the
same world, nobody should kill each other. Itis
simple. The world should be in peace. Sowhen
the war starts, [ say, “I cannot stay here.”
Because of my country, and our history, I tell
the clubthatI have toleave,” Kvaratskhelia re-
called the uncertain time in Russia in the
Players’ Tribune. In July of 2022, Kvaratskhelia
would sign for the club in which he would be-
come alegend. Spurred on by his father, a Diego
Maradona fan, Kvaratskhelia had no second
thoughts saying yes to Napoli. “You cannot say
notoNapoli! You cannot say no to Maradona’s
club!” was his father’s reaction.

The stint in Napoli is what made
Kvaratskhelia a household name. He scored 12
goalsand assisted 13 times in the 2022/23 sea-
sonas Napoli went on to win the Serie A title for
the first time since 1990, the last time
Maradona had played for the club.

The Georgian winger, a vastly different
player than the Argentine legend in his play-
ing style, was thus given the nickname of
Kvaradona, a sign of ultimate respect from the
adoring Napoli fans. Even though he has failed
to replicate his 2022/23 form last season,
Kvaratskhelia made an indelible mark at this
Euro, steering the Georgians to an unlikely
Round of 16 finish from a group that consisted
Portugal, Turkey and Czech Republic.

From Panchkula to Paris: Kiran
punches her Olympic ticket

ANDREW AMSAN
PANCHKULA, JUNE 27

THERE WAS almost a sense of disbelief on
Kiran Pahal’s face as her 400m timing flashed
on the big screen at the Tau Lal Devi Stadium,
Panchkula, where the Interstate Athletics
Meet is underway.

Kiran's reaction was fully justified. The
Haryana athlete, competing in her first com-
petition after a break of over a year, clocked
asolid 50.92s - the second-best quarter-mile
run ever by an Indian after Hima Das’s 50.79s.

“I'was nervous since I was competing af-
ter a long break but a good performance in
the heats (52.33s) definitely eased my nerves
abit.Iwasn’t really expecting to clock sucha
good time. It’s a surprise for me as well. But
Iamreally happy to earn a spot for Paris,” said
Kiran, whose previous best was 51.84s.

Kiran was head and shoulders above the
rest, finishing almost three seconds ahead of
Devyaniba Zala who finished second in her
semifinal group. Her impressive perform-
ance comes with a backstory of injuries and
personal battles.

“I could not compete last year because
there were some family issues,” said Kiran,
her eyes moist. After taking a deep breath she
continued: "After my father passed away
about two years ago, my family hasn’t sup-
ported my sporting endeavours. It's been six
months since I have spoken to my mother.
It's not easy.”

If a strained relationship with family was-
n't difficult enough, constant injuries made
life tougher for the 24-year-old runner. A
hamstring injury ruined her bid to partici-
pate in the Federation Cup in May at
Bhubaneswar.

“Oh, don’t ask! The last year and a half I
have gone through hell and come back.
Injuries, family issues, financial struggles - it
is along list. I almost thought of quitting the
sport but somehow managed to hang in,”
says Kiran, a clerk with the Indian Railways.

Her father’s demise was a huge setback
for Kiran. He was her biggest fan and ensured
all her training requirements were met. “He
never let me feel that things were tough at
home. After he passed away I got to know
that he had taken loans from a lot of people
to support me,” recalls Kiran.

Acertain track and field star played a ma-
jor role in helping Kiran stay afloat during

Kiran Pahal clocked 50.92s, which is
the second-best quarter-mile run ever
by an Indian after Hima Das’s 50.79s.

those turbulent times. National record holder
Hima Das, whois going through alean patch,
not only gave Kiran the much-needed pep
talk but also supported her with shoes and
other dietary requirements.

“I consider her like my elder sister. Hima
didi has helped me a lot. I told her my situa-
tion and she didn't hesitate even once.I'm so
grateful to her,” says Kiran.

No trials for Kiran: Sumariwalla

Kiran's long absence from competition
and a big performance on return did raise a
few eyebrows but it won’t affect her
prospects. The Athletics Federation of India
president Adille Sumariwalla said he wasn't
surprised by Kiran's performance and con-
firmed her participation in the Olympics.

“The rules and guideline marks are there
on the website. If she has qualified she will
g0,” said Sumariwalla. Although Kiran is
ready to run for the relay team in Paris, if re-
quired, it is unlikely that the federation will
consider her since they have a strict campers-
only policy.

For now, Kiran will focus on the finals
where she will have the opportunity to break
Hima’s national record. "Ilook up to her and
[am unsure [ can match her standards. I will
not talk about records now. I only want to fo-
cus on the final race and then start prepara-
tions for Paris,” says Kiran, who trains with
coach Akaash Chikara in Rohtak.
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AUTONATION: 7290032434, 7290032430, FAIR DEAL PREMIUM WHEELS: 9818334029, VIPUL MOTORS: 9910491844, 8750752827 | MANESAR: PLATINUM: 9899118798 | REWARI: DINCO: 7082100283,
7082100119 | PALWAL: ROHAN MOTORS: 7988621360, 8950077319 | SOHNA: PASCO: 8572091010 | GREATER NOIDA: ROHAN MOTORS: 7065331010, 9873709280, VIPUL MOTORS: 9911290312, RANA
MOTORS: 9355833709, 8851438134 | NOIDA: ROHAN MOTORS: 7065862020, 7827539660, FAIR DEAL PREMIUM WHEELS: 9818334029, MAGIC AUTO: 9650699559, VIPUL MOTORS: 8510009814, DEV MOTORS:
7428795311 | GHAZIABAD: ROHAN MOTORS: 7011654938, 9540615999, REGENT AUTOLINK: 7303287612, TR SAWHNEY MOTORS PVT. LTD.: 9999399189, 9999399125, MOTORCRAFT SALES: 8130828700,

SNV: 8802115200, GLOBUS: 8929422701 | BULANDSHAHAR: SKU: 7456004978 | DADRI: RANA MOTORS: 7835065016 | HAPUR: ROHAN MOTORS: 87006 44859.
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