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PERSONALANDPUBLICLIFE
HILLARYCLINTON TORELEASEESSAYCOLLECTION
Hillary Clinton's next book is a collection of essays, touching upon everything from marriage to poli-
tics to faith, that her publisher is calling her most personal yet. “Something Lost, Something Gained:
Reflections on Life, Love and Liberty” will be released September 17.

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

RUSSIA

ICCissues
warrantsfor2
forwarcrimes
The Hague: The
International Criminal
Court issued arrest war-
rants for Sergei Shoigu,
the former Russian de-
fenceminister, and lead-
ing Russian general
Valery Gerasimov on
Tuesday for alleged
crimescommittedduring
Russia's invasion of
Ukraine. It brought to
eight the number of ar-
rest warrants issued
against senior Russian
suspects since Moscow
sent troops into Ukraine
in February 2022. They
includeRussianPresident
Vladimir Putin. The
court's move was wel-
comed by Kyiv, but dis-
missed as legallymean-
inglessbyMoscow. PTI

CHINA

Knifeattack at
busstopinjures
3,suspectheld
Beijing: A suspect has
been detained in China
after a knife attack at a
school bus stop that in-
jured three people, in-
cluding a Japanese
woman and her child, a
spokesperson for the
Japanese Embassy con-
firmed Tuesday. A man
stabbed thewoman and
her childat abus stop for
a Japanese school, and
then seriously injured a
Chinese woman on the
bus who tried to block
himwhenhe tried to get
on.Themotive for theat-
tackwasunclear. AP

CANADA

Liberalssuffer
majorupset in
Torontopolls
Toronto: Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau's
Liberalpartyhassuffereda
major upset in a special
election foraTorontodis-
trict it has held for three
decades, raising doubts
about Trudeau's leader-
ship ahead of next year's
generalelection.Elections
Canada reported the op-
positionConservativecan-
didate winning the
Toronto-St. Paul's district
byalmost600votes,42.1%
over the Liberal candi-
date's 40.5%with all 192
pollingstationsreporting.
The Canadian
BroadcastingCorporation
declared Conservative
Don Stewart thewinner
earlyTuesday.TheLiberals
hadheldToronto-St.Paul's
since1993.Itisoneof338
seatsinCanada'sHouseof
Commons. AP

‘HOW TOMAKEMILLIONSBEFOREGRANDMADIES’ HASBECOMEASURPRISEHIT; ITS THEME ISUNIVERSAL:BONDINGWITH FAMILY

SUI-LEEWEE
BANGKOK,JUNE25

DANIELNICOLauditsayshedoes
not cry easily.Hedecided to test
hismettle thismonth inamovie
theaterinManila,Philippines,and
documented the experience for
his4.5millionfollowersonTikTok.

Before the screening, he
filmed himself dancing and
beamingandsaidtothecamera:
“MebeforewatchingHowtoMake
Millions Before Grandma Dies.”
About two hours later, he up-
loadedaverydifferentversionof
himself: wiping tears fromhis
eyesinabathroom.

“I went straight to the rest-

roomafter themovie because I
wantedtocryoutloud,”Laudit,24,
acontentcreator,saidinan inter-
view.Hesaidhecriedsomemore
whenhegotbackhome.

Reactions like Laudit’s have
made the movie, which was
filmed inBangkokmostly in the
Thai language, a runaway hit
across Southeast Asia. In the
Philippines, ticketsweresoldout
onitsopeningday,theatershadto
addmorescreeningstomeetde-
mand, and one chain started
handingouttissuestoviewers.In
Singapore,ittoppedtheboxoffice
fromJune6-9.InIndonesia,ithas
drawn millions of viewers. In
Thailand, it is thehighest-gross-
ingtitleof theyearsofar.

The plot revolves around an
aimless andunemployedyoung
man,M,whosesoleambitionisto
livestreamhis online games. He
volunteerstotakecareofhisma-
ternalgrandmotherafterhefinds
outshehasStage4cancer.Hismo-
tivationisnotfilialpiety;hehopes
thathecaninheritherhouse.

After M moves in with his
grandmother,hedevelopsacloser
understandingofthecomplicated
charactersthatmakeuphisThai-
Chinese family: Chew, his long-
sufferingmotherwho feels that
only she can stepup to take care
ofhermother;Soei,thegood-for-
nothingyoungestunclewhobor-
rows and steals from the grand-
mother; and Kiang, the eldest

unclewhoispreoccupiedwithhis
daughterandmaterialisticwife.

“It talks about the thing that
weallhave incommon,which is
family,” said PatBoonnitipat, the
directorof thefilm.

Thispartoftheworldis“famil-
iarwithmanygenerations living
in the same house. I think that
kind of upbringing creates a
unique feeling inyourmemory,”
saidPat,33.

Themovie explores the ten-
sions thatarise ina familybefore
theimpendingdeathofonehead
of thehousehold,andthegender
biasesthatpersist. Inonememo-
rableline,Chewsays,“Sonsinherit
thehouse,daughtersinheritcan-
cer.” The grandmother, or “Ah

Ma,” playedby first-timeactress
UshaSeamkhum,isbrusqueand
bristly,althoughviewerssoonget
toseethatunderneaththattough
exterior, she loves her family
members , and that she is lonely.
Manyviewerssaidtheylovedthe
chemistrybetweenUshaandher
co-starPutthipongAssaratanakul
(the grandson). Putthipong,
knownbyhisnicknameBillkin,is
famous inThailandas aTVactor
andpopstar.

“Thestrengthofthismovielies
inthestorytelling,”saidAngeline
Kartika, 24, a content creator in
Jakarta.Likemanyviewers,JoyNi
NiWin,adigitalmarketingexec-
utive inMandalay,Myanmar’s
second-biggestcity,saidsheheard

aboutthemovieonTikTok.
“Itrousedmyinteresttosee—

‘OK, why are people crying so
hard?’” saidWin, 28. Shequickly
understood.Afriendfilmedherin
the theaterwith tears streaming
downhercheeks.DianaSetiawati
of Indonesia said it made her
think abouthowshe spends too
little timewithhermother.After
themoviewasover,sheimmedi-
atelycalledher.

IanJeevan,27,afinancialcon-
sultant in Singapore, said the
movie remindedhimof his rela-
tionshipwith his grandmother.
He uploaded a TikTok video of
himselfchokingup,withthecap-
tion: “Running over to hugmy
grandmanow!!” NYT

Why this Thailand movie is making people cry and think of their family

PatBoonnitipat,33, thedirectorof the filmHowtoMake
MillionsBeforeGrandmaDies, inBangkok.NYT

JustinTrudeau

WIKILEAKS FOUNDER TO RETURN TO AUSTRALIA

REUTERS
JERUSALEM,JUNE25

ISRAEL’S SUPREMECourt ruled
Tuesdaythatthestatemustbegin
drafting ultra-Orthodox Jewish
seminary students into themili-
tary, adecreewhichcreatesnew
political strains for embattled
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu.

Netanyahu’s Likudparty said
the SupremeCourt’s rulingwas
“perplexing,” given ongoing ef-
forts in parliament to agree ona
newconscriptionlawthatwould
addresstheproblem.

Theprimeminister'scoalition
government relies on twoultra-
Orthodoxpartiesthatregardcon-
scription exemptions as key to
keepingtheirconstituentsinreli-
gious seminaries and out of a
melting-potarmythatmighttest
their customs. Leaders of those
parties said they were disap-
pointedwiththeruling.

However, theprospect of the
military, backed by Defence
MinisterYoavGallant, starting to
draft seminary students could
widen cracks inNetanyahu’s in-
creasinglybrittlecoalition.

Theultra-Orthodoxconscrip-
tionwaiverhasbecome increas-
inglychargedinIsraelasitsarmed
forces are overstretched by a
multi-frontwarwithHamas in
GazaandHezbollahinLebanon.

“Attheheightofadifficultwar,
theburdenof inequality ismore
thaneveracute,”thecourt’sunan-
imous ruling said. Israelis are
boundbylawtoserveinthemil-
itaryfromtheageof18for24-32
months.Members of Israel's 21
percentArabminorityaremostly
exempt, though somedo serve,
andultra-OrthodoxJewishsemi-
nary students have also been
largelyexemptfordecades.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
ISLAMABAD, JUNE25

AMIDSTCRITICISMoveranewly
announcedcounter-terrorismop-
eration without consulting
Parliament, thePakistangovern-
menthassaidthatitwouldnotbe
akineticlarge-scalemilitarycam-
paign,norwoulditentailthemass
displacementof thepeople.

‘OperationAzm-i-Istehkam',
announcedbythegovernmenton
Saturday,isthelatestinaseriesof
counter-terrorism operations
launched by the PakistanArmy
since the mid-2000s. The an-
nouncement came after the
Central Apex Committee of
National Action Plan meeting
chaired by Prime Minister
ShehbazSharif.

The Opposition parties, in-
cluding the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf,JamiatUlemaIslam-Fazland
AwamiNational Party have re-
fused to support the newcoun-
terterrorismoperation. Theyde-
mandedthatParliamentbetaken
intoconfidencebeforeanyoffen-
sive against militancy was
launched. PrimeMinister Sharif
on Tuesday clarified that the

planned counterterrorismcam-
paign ‘Vision Azm-i-Istehkam'
wouldentailintensifyingongoing
intelligence-based operations
(IBOs)ratherthana“newandor-
ganised”militaryoffensive,Dawn
newspaper reported. The clarifi-
cationcomesafterthePM'sOffice
(PMO)saidthat ‘OperationAzm-
i-Istehkam'wouldnotbeakinetic
large-scalemilitaryoperation,nor
woulditentailthemassdisplace-
mentof thelocalpopulation.

Meanwhile,DefenceMinister
KhawajaAsifhasassuredopposi-
tionpartiesthattheirreservations
regarding thenewly announced
counterterrorism campaign
wouldbeaddressed."Wewilltry
to create consensus this timeas
well.Wewill address the reser-
vations expressed by the JUI-F,
ANPandPTI,”Asif said.

“There are no political aims
of this operation.Weonlywant
to challenge and end the rising
waveof terrorism,”hesaid.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
LONDON, JUNE25

ADDING TO the turmoil for an
embattledRishiSunak,theBritish
PrimeMinister on Tuesday de-
cided to withdraw his party's
backing from two of his
Conservative colleagues em-
broiled in a betting scandal
over thedateof thegeneral elec-
tion. Themovecomesjustovera
weekbefore the July4polls after
days of the rowdominating the
campaign headlines, with the
Oppositiondemanding the sus-
pensionof thoseaccused.

A Conservative Party
spokespersonsaidCraigWilliams
andLauraSaunderswillnolonger
have theparty's backing to con-
test as MPs from
Montgomeryshire andGlyndwr
inWales andBristolNorthWest
inEnglandrespectively.Saunders
is thewife of theTorydirector of
campaigns, Tony Lee, and
Williams a close parliamentary
aidetothePrimeMinister.

While betting is legal in the
UK, anybetsplacedwith the ad-
vantage of insider information
couldfallwithinthepurviewofil-
legality.

Airstrikeskill
24inGazaCity
Cairo: Israeli forces killed at
least24Palestiniansinthree
separate airstrikes early on
Tuesday on Gaza City and
thedeadincludedasisterof
IsmailHaniyeh, the chief of
Hamas. Israeli tanks also
presseddeeperintowestern
areasofRafah.

After criticism, Pak
govt clarifies on new
counter-terror op

Prime
Minister
Shehbaz
Sharif

Betting scandal:
Sunak withdraws
party backing for
two candidates

PeopleattendademonstrationagainstKenya’sproposedtaxBill inNairobionTuesday.Reuters

REUTERS
NAIROBI, JUNE25

POLICEOPENED fire ondemon-
strators trying to stormKenya's
legislature on Tuesday, with at
leastfiveprotesterskilled,dozens
woundedandsectionsofthepar-
liamentbuildingsetablazeaslaw-
makers insidepassed legislation
toraisetaxes.

In chaotic scenes, protesters
overwhelmedpoliceandchased
themawayinanattempttostorm
theparliament compound,with
Citizen TV reporting protesters
hadmanagedtoentertheSenate
chamberearlierintheday.

Police opened fire after tear
gasandwatercannonfailedtodis-
perse the crowds. A paramedic,
VivianAchista,saidatleast10had
beenshotdead.

Another paramedic, Richard
Ngumo,saidmorethan50people
had beenwounded by gunfire.
“Wewant to shut downparlia-
ment and everyMP should go

downandresign,"protesterDavis
Tafari, whowas trying to enter
parliament,toldReuters."Wewill
haveanewgovernment."

Policeeventuallymanagedto
drive the protesters from the
building amid clouds of tear gas
andthesoundofgunfire.Thelaw-
makerswere evacuated through
underground tunnels, localme-
diareported.

Protestsandclashesalsotook
place in several other cities and
towns across the country, with
many calling for President
WilliamRutotoquitoffice.

Parliament approved the fi-
nancebill,movingit throughtoa
third readingby lawmakers. The
nextstepisforthelegislationtobe
sent to thepresident for signing.
Rutowonanelectionalmosttwo

yearsagoonaplatformofcham-
pioningKenya'sworkingpoor,but
has been caught between the
competing demands of lenders
such as the International
Monetary Fund,which is urging
thegovernment to cutdeficits to
obtainmorefunding.

REUTERS
SYDNEY,WASHINGTON,JUNE25

WIKILEAKS FOUNDER Julian
Assangeisduetopleadguiltyon
WednesdaytoviolatingUSespi-
onage law, in a deal thatwill set
him free after a 14-year British
legal odyssey and allow his re-
turnhometoAustralia.

Assange, 52, has agreed to
plead guilty to a single criminal
countof conspiringtoobtainand
discloseclassifiedUSnationalde-
fencedocuments,accordingtofil-
ingsintheUSDistrictCourtforthe
NorthernMarianaIslands.

Thedealmarkstheendofale-
gal saga that has seen Assange
spendmore than five years in a
British jail and sevenholedup in
the Ecuadorean embassy in
Londonashe fought accusations
of sexcrimes inSwedenandbat-
tled extradition to theUS,where
hefaced18criminalcharges.

TheUS government viewed
himasa recklessvillainwhohad
endangered the lives of agents
throughWikiLeaks'mass release
ofsecretUSdocuments.

Buttofreepressadvocatesand
hissupporters,heisaheroforex-
posingwrongdoing and alleged
war crimes, andwaspersecuted
forembarrassingUS.

OnWednesday,Assangeisdue
to be sentenced to62months of
timealreadyservedatahearingin
Saipan in theNorthernMariana
Islands. The US territory in the
Pacific was chosen due to
Assange’soppositiontotravelling
to the mainland US and for its
proximitytoAustralia.

Australian-bornAssange left
Belmarshmaximumsecurity jail

intheearlyhoursofMonday,be-
fore being bailed by the London
HighCourt and later boarding a
flight,hiswife,StellaAssangesaid.
Hewascurrentlyonastopoverin
Bangkok, she said. “I feel elated,”
said Stella,who flew toAustralia
fromLondononSundaywiththe
couple’s two children. After the
hearinginSaipan,Assangewillfly
toCanberrawherehewill arrive
on Wednesday, she said. The
Australiangovernment,ledbyPM
Anthony Albanese, has been
pressingUSPresidentJoeBidenfor
Assange'srelease.

“Julian Assange endangered
thelivesofourtroopsinatimeof
warandshouldhavebeenprose-
cuted to the fullest extent of the
law,”saidMikePence,whoserved
asUSVicePresidentunderDonald
Trumpwhen the chargeswere
broughtagainstAssange.

“The Biden administration's
pleadealwithAssangeisamiscar-
riageof justiceanddishonorsthe
service and sacrifice of ... our
ArmedForces...,”hesaidonX.

Assangewas first arrested in

Britain in2010after Swedish au-
thoritiessaidtheywantedtoques-
tion himover sex-crime allega-
tionsthatwerelaterdropped.

JulianAssangeonaplaneatBangkokairportasheheads
toSaipanintheNorthernMariana Islands.AP

After 14 yrs, Assange
to be freed, enters
into a pactwith US

Protestersonthegroundsofparliamentin Nairobi,Tuesday.AP

KENYANS HAVE been
strugglingtocopewithsev-
eral economic shocks
causedbythelingeringim-
pact of theCOVID-19pan-
demic, thewar inUkraine,
two consecutive years of
droughtsanddepreciation
ofthecurrency.Thefinance
Bill aims to raise an addi-
tional $2.7 billion in taxes
aspartofanefforttolighten
theheavydebtload.

Economic
shocks&
theBillE●EX
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...thecasehas
draggedonfortoo
long.There isnothing
tobegainedbyhis
continued
incarcerationandwe
wanthimbrought
hometoAustralia”

ANTHONYALBANESE,
AUSTRALIANPRIMEMINISTER

I feel elated... I also
feelworried ... Until
it’s fully signedoff, I
worry, but it looks like
we’vegot there....

STELLAASSANGE,
ASSANGE’SWIFE

WHOSAIDWHAT

ShlomiZiv,oneof the fourhostages rescuedbyIsraeli
forces fromHamas, returnshome, inElkosh,Tuesday.Reuters

Israel top court ends exemptions, rules
military must draft ultra-orthodox Jews

Chaos in Kenya over tax Bill, protesters
set parliament ablaze, police open fire

ItcreatesnewtroubleforNatanyahuasgovtrelieson2ultra-orthodoxparties

REUTERS
GENEVA, JUNE25

CHAOS IS takinghold inGazaas
smuggling bands form and add
to the difficulties in delivering
aid, the head of the United
Nations Palestinian refugee
agencysaidonTuesday.

UNRWA Commissioner-
General Philippe Lazzarini said
it hadbecome "excruciating" to

deliver aid and voiced concerns
that such conditionswould im-
pact efforts to counter the high
famine risk confirmed by a
globalhungermonitor's report .

"Basically,weare confronted
nowadayswithaneartotalbreak-
downoflawandorder,"Lazzarini
toldreporters,blaminginpartan
increaseingangswhoareattack-
ingaidtrucksinthehopesoffind-
ing smuggled cigarettes stashed
amongaidsupplies.

Gaza suffers breakdown of
law and order: UNRWA chief



DAMININATH,
KIRANPARASHAR
&SHAJUPHILIP
NEWDELHI,BENGALURU,
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JUNE25

INFIVEdays, inamovethatwill
overhaul the country’s criminal
laws, the Bharatiya Nyaya
(Second)Sanhita,2023(thenew
IPC); the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha(Second)Sanhita,2023
(the new CrPC); and the

BharatiyaSakshya(Second)Act,
2023 (the new Evidence Act), –

are set tobeoperationalised.
Evenasstatesprepareforthe

implementation, organising
trainingsessionsforbureaucrats,
judges and police personnel, a
keyconcernremains:theselaws
areyet tobeofficiallynotified in
regional languages.

FromKerala, Karnataka and
TamilNadu toOdisha andWest
Bengal, localtranslationswillbe
crucial to ensure people can ac-
cess this at the police station
level,thetrialcourtsandprisons.
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PORSCHECRASH:
BOMBAYHCORDERS
RELEASEOFMINOR
MUMBAI HOARDING
COLLAPSE: IPS
OFFICERSUSPENDED
PAGE9

ACONTESTAFTER26YEARS,BOTHSIDESMOBILISETHEIRMPs

Fornocontest,
OppsoughtGovt
commitmenton
DySpeakerpost

LIZMATHEW&MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, JUNE25

PARLIAMENT APPEARED
headed fora rarecontest for the
Lok Sabha Speaker’s post
Wednesday after the govern-
ment and Opposition failed to
buildaconsensusTuesday.

The INDIA bloc, which de-
manded commitment fromthe
government on choosing a
Deputy Speaker from the
Opposition ranks— as per con-
vention —went ahead and an-
nounced its candidate for
Speaker after the government
pushedbackonthe issue.

WhiletheNDArenominated
BJP MP Om Birla, who was
Speaker in the 17th Lok Sabha,
for the post, the INDIA bloc
fieldedeight-timeCongressMP
Kodikunnil Suresh.

With the numbers on the
NDA’s side, Birla is expected to
win. Even theYSRCP,whichhas

fourMPsandistheTDP’srival in
Andhra Pradesh, has indicated
that it is likely to support Birla’s
candidature.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Days to go for new codes but official
translations still pending, states wait

Moscow, Delhi
work on PM
visit to Russia,
his first since
Ukraine war
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE25

NEWDELHIandMoscowareex-
ploringavisitbyPrimeMinister
Narendra Modi on July 8-9.
Sources said preparations are
underway for the possible visit,
but there has been no official
confirmation from either side
about thevisit.
TheTribuneTuesdayreported

that Modi will undertake a
“quickday-longtrip”toMoscow
onJuly8.

Thiswill beModi’s first visit
to Russia after it attacked
UkraineinFebruary2022,andis
significant given India’s tactful
diplomacyontieswithMoscow
andtheWest in thebackdropof
theirhostility.

Modi had last visited Russia
in 2019, when he had gone to
Vladivostok for the 20th India-
RussiaAnnualSummit.

News agency PTI quoted a
Kremlinofficial inMoscowwho
said active preparations are un-
derway for the trip. “I can con-
firmthatwearepreparingavisit
by the PrimeMinister of India.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE25

HOURS AFTER the Delhi High
Courtallowedtheapplicationof
theEnforcementDirectorateand
stayedtheJune20trialcourtor-
der granting bail to Delhi Chief
MinisterArvindKejriwalinanal-
legedmoney laundering case,
theCBIpreparedthegroundsto
arrest him in the Delhi excise
policycaseitisinvestigatingsep-
arately.

Sources said the CBI ques-
tioned Kejriwal in Tihar Jail
Tuesday—arrestedbytheEDon
March21,he iscurrently lodged
there — and will approach a

Delhi courtWednesday to seek
his custody.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Citing faith,Mizoram
&Nagalandwrite to
Centre: Don’t rename
health centre asmandir
ANONNADUTT
NEWDELHI, JUNE25

THE CENTRE’S decision to re-
name the flagship Ayushman
Bharat Health and Wellness
Centre as Ayushman Aarogya
Mandirs(AAM)hasfacedapush-
back from the North-eastern
statesofMizoramandNagaland.

Citingthe“sentiments”ofso-

ciety and the church, these two
states expressed concerns and
requested exemption from this
renaming exercise, show
records.Thesestatescontinueto
use the previous nomenclature
ofa“healthandwellnesscentre”
as they await a word from the
Centreontheirobjection.

Last year, the Union Health
Ministry decided to rebrand its

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Birla vs Suresh for Speaker’s post after
NDA andOpp fail to reach consensus

BUSINESSASUSUAL

BYUNNY

PrimeMinisterNarendra
ModiwithRussian
PresidentVladimirPutin. File

AmitShahwithNDApartnersduringthefilingofnomination
insupportofOmBirla.RajnathSinghisseatedbehind.PTI

NEW
CRIMINAL

CODE
THECOUNTDOWN

‘WILLFOSTERADVERSESENTIMENTS’

AsHC stays Kejriwal
bail in ED case, CBI
knocks on his door

MOREREPORTS
PAGES6, 14

ASADREHMAN
NEWDELHI, JUNE25

THE CONGRESS announced on
Tuesday evening that senior
party leader and MP Rahul
GandhiwillbetheLeaderof the
Opposition inLokSabha.

Announcing thedecisionaf-
ter ameeting of the INDIA bloc
floor leaders at Congress chief
MallikarjunKharge's residence,
party general secretary in-
charge of organisation K C
VenugopalsaidCPPchairperson
SoniaGandhihadwrittentopro-
tem Speaker Bhartruhari
Mahtab, informing him about
thedecision.“Otheroffice-bear-
erswillbedecidedlater,”hesaid.

This will be the first time in
10years that the Lok Sabhawill
haveaLeaderofOpposition.The
Congress failed to get the re-
quired 10 per cent seats (54) to

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Rahul to be Leader of
Opp in LS, says Cong

KODIKUNNIL SURESH
CONGRESSMP, SPEAKERCANDIDATE

THE EXPRESS
INTERVIEW

P6

SETBACKFORDELHICM

Trial courtgrantedbailwithoutgoing
throughentirematerialonrecord:HC

SPORT

AFGHANISTANENTER
T20SEMI-FINAL P 19

U.P. CLEARS TATA
SONSPLANTOBUILD
TEMPLEMUSEUM IN
AYODHYA PAGE 8
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Given that Prime Minister
NarendraModi had spoken of
“consensus” just a day earlier,
sourcessaidtheBJPhopestoavoid
acontest. If not, it expects to “ex-
pose” theOpposition’snumbers,
including the “crackswithin its
ranks”.TheINDIAblocfounditself
fighting such a crisis when the
TMC did not sign on Suresh’s
nominationpapers,withitslead-
erssayingthepartyhadnotbeen
“consulted” before theCongress
MP’snamewasdecided.

TheCongressistryingtobring
theTMCaround,aswellasensure
it has thebackingof other INDIA
parties as well as three
Independents.Altogether, it puts
theOppositionstrengthat231,in-
cludingtheTMC.

The BJP-ledNDA,which has
293MPs inaneffectiveHouseof
542,isalsointalkswithleadersof
like-mindedparties such as the
YSRCP and the Akali Dal’s
HarsimratKaur,sourcessaid.

On Wednesday, before
Parliamentmeets,NDAMPswill
holda“breakfastmeeting”where
the voting process will be ex-
plained to them. Even as it pre-
pared foracontest, theBJP is still
reachingouttotheOppositionto
breakthelogjam,seniorministers
inthegovernmentsaid.However,
theyaddedthatwhiletheissueof
Deputy Speaker could be dis-

cussed, theCongress shouldnot
“dictate”termsonit.

Settingaconditionthat itwill
supporttheNDA’sSpeakercandi-
date only if theDeputy Speaker
postisgiventotheOppositionwas
unacceptable,theministerssaid.

OnMonday night, Defence
MinisterRajnathSinghfirstspoke
toCongresspresidentandLeader
of Opposition in Rajya Sabha
MallikarjunKharge and several
otherleadersoftheOppositionin
a bid for consensus on Birla’s
name. According to Congress
sources,Khargeraisedtheissueof
Deputy Speaker duringhis con-
versationwithSingh,andwastold
thematter could be discussed
Tuesdaymorning.

OnTuesday, senior Congress
leaderKCVenugopalandveteran
DMKleaderTRBaalumetRajnath
Singh in the presence of senior
ministers Amit Shah, J PNadda,
Piyush Goyal and Rajiv Ranjan
aliasLalanSingh.

AseniorCongress leader said
that instead of a discussion or
commitmentonDeputySpeaker,
“the rulingparty, just a fewmin-
utesbeforethedeadlineforfiling
ofnominationsforSpeaker’spost
(on Tuesday noon), asked the
Congress and other Opposition
partiestosignthenominationpa-
persforBirla”.“Theysaidthemat-
tercanbediscussed later.Were-

fusedtoacceptit,”theleadersaid.
The Treasury benches had a

differentversion.
Sources in the government

said they had made it clear to
Opposition leaders that the first
prioritywastoelecttheSpeaker.

Goyal told reporters: “On
Tuesday morning, Rajnathji
wantedtospeaktoKharge,buthe
was‘busy’.KhargesaidVenugopal
will speak to him. Butwhenwe
spoke toVenugopal andBaalu…
theoldmindset thatwewill dic-
tatetheterms…Theyshowedthe
samemindset. They set a condi-
tion thatwhowill be theDeputy
Speakershouldbedecidedfirst…

then theywouldextend support
fortheSpeaker’spost.”

His Cabinet colleague Lalan
Singh said: “Venugopal saab ka
kahna tha ki aap upadhyaksh ka
pad aap abhi, isi samay usko
sweekarkaren(Venugopalwanted
that we commit to a Deputy
Speakerrightthenandthere).The
DefenceMinistertoldhimthatwe
will certainly sit and talk at the
time of election of the Deputy
Speaker.Buthe(Venugopal)stuck
tohiscondition…Theywanttodo
politics of pressure. That doesn’t
workinademocracy.”

In the firsthalf of Tuesday,af-
ter a meeting with the Prime
Minister, Birla filed his nomina-
tionpapersinthepresenceofsen-
iorministers andNDA leaders.
Minuteslater,threesetsofnomi-
nationswerefiledforSuresh.

EmergingfromParliamentas
the government andOpposition
debatedthematter,Congresssen-
ior leaderRahulGandhi said the
Oppositionwaswillingtosupport
theNDA’s candidate for Speaker
provided the government fol-
lowed convention and gave the
DeputySpeaker’sposttothem.

“The entire Opposition, we
havespokentoeveryone,hassaid
that wewill support (the NDA
candidate) but the convention is
that theDeputy Speaker is given
totheOpposition,”hesaid.
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flagshipAyushmanBharathealth
andwellnesscentres—the net-
work of 1.6 lakhprimary health
centresacrossthecountry.These
centres are now known as
AyushmanArogyaMandir,bear-
ing the tagline “Arogyam
ParmamDhanam”(healthisthe
greatestwealth).

This changewas first com-
municated to the states in
November via a letter from the
MissionDirectorof theNational
HealthMission, L S Changsan.
Without much fanfare, the
Centre, subsequently,made the
changestoitswebsite.

InJanuarythisyear,Mizoram
askedforanexemption.“Iwould
like to expressmy concern re-
garding the instructions for re-
branding of existingHealth and
Wellness Centres (HWCs) as
Ayushman Arogya Mandir
(AAM),” Principal Secretary
EstherLalRuatkimiwrotetothen
UnionHealthSecretary.

“As you are aware,Mizoram
is a Christian state withmore
than90%ofthepopulation iden-
tifying as Christian. It is felt that
in order to continue to garner
public support for public health
activities for health promotion,
this rebrandingmay foster ad-
verse sentiments among the
populace towards the govern-
ment. I, therefore,requestyouto
kindly exemptMizoram from
thisactivity,”Ruatkimiwrote.

In February, Mizoram
reached out to the Centre once
more, emphasizing: “It is again
requested to exemptMizoram
from renaming of Ayushman
Bharat Health and Wellness
Centres as Ayushman Arogya
Mandir.”

InMarchthisyear,Nagaland,
too, raised similar concerns. “…
thestategovernmenthasserious
reservations about such amove
since itwill offend the religious
sentiments of the people of the

State,andislikelytoattractstrong
objections from theChurch and
Civil Societies…I amdirected to
convey the request of the state
government that the Statemay
be exempted from being re-
quiredtorenametheAyushman
Bharat andWellness Centres,”
wrote V Kezo, the state’s com-
mission and secretary, Health
andFamilyWelfare.

When asked about the cur-
rentstatus,KezotoldThe Indian
Express: "Wehave not received
any communication from the
Centre on the request (to be ex-
emptedfromthere-brandingex-
ercise)." The state continues to
use the previous name, he con-
firmed.

A senior state health official
inMizoram, when contacted,
confirmedtherehasn'tbeenany
responsefromtheCentreandthe
wellnesscentresinthestatecon-
tinuetooperateundertheearlier
name.

AdetailedquerytotheUnion
HealthMinistrydidnotelicitany
response.

Significantly,inFebruarythis
year, former BJP Ladakh MP
JamyangTseringNamgyal,hadin
the Lok Sabha sought details
from theUnionHealthMinistry
on the terminology behind the
nomenclature of “Mandir” in
AyushmanArogyaMandir and
whether it was permissible by
the government to translate the
wordMandir inlocal languages.

“Realizing the importanceof
AyushmanBharat --Health and
Wellness Centres (AB-HWC) as
India’s flagship programme to
progress towards Universal
HealthCoverage,Governmentof
India renamed all AB-HWCs as
‘AyushmanArogyaMandir’with
the tagline ‘Arogyam Parmam
Dhanam’torealizethedreamof
Ayushman Bharat i.e. Healthy
India,”thethenMinisterofState
in the Ministry of Health and

FamilyWelfare said, Dr Bharati
Pawar,saidinherreplytotheun-
starredquestiononFebruary9.

According to the Union
HealthMinistry,theexistingSub-
Health Centres (SHC), Primary
HealthCentres(PHC)andUrban
PrimaryHealth Centres (UPHC)
are being transformed into
AyushmanAarogyaMandirs to
deliver an expanded range of
comprehensiveprimaryhealth-
careserviceswhichincludepre-
ventive,promotive,curative,pal-
liativeandrehabilitativeservices
thatareuniversalandfree.

AAMsarealsocoveredunder
the Free Diagnostics Service
Initiative(FDSI)toreducebothdi-
rect costs andout-of-pocket ex-
penditure. Such diagnostics in-
clude14testsatSHCleveland63
atPHClevel.Similarly,105essen-
tial drugs free of cost to all pa-
tientsatSHCleveland171atPHC
level are being provided under
theFreeDrugsServiceInitiative.

It is learnt that the Centre had
writtentostates inMarch, three
monthsafter the lawshadbeen
passed, to translate them to
scheduled languages.TheHindi
and English versions of the law
received the President’s assent
inDecemberlastyear.Although
criminal lawsfall inthe concur-
rent list, thethreeSanhitasarea
Central legislation.

WhilethethreeSanhitaswill
be effective July 1, according to
notification in the official
gazette, several states told The
Indian Express that it will take
oversixmonthstofinishtransla-
tionof the laws.

While a Law Ministry
spokespersondidnotrespondto
requests for comment, a senior
Ministry official said that, usu-
ally,translationsaredonebythe
respectivestatesandsent to the
Centre for vetting. “If any

changesaretobemade,theyare
incorporated and sent by the
Ministry for the President’s as-
sent, followingwhich it is sent
backtothestatesfornotification
intheirgazette,”theofficialsaid.

Thismay take time. Said the
official:“WehadwrittentoChief
Secretaries of states to facilitate
translationsofthelawsandeven
sent a reminder lastmonth…A
fewstatessenttheirtranslations
of the evidence act to the
Ministry for vetting. However,
the process may take over six
months to complete for all
states.”

Of the 22 scheduled lan-
guages, translation of the laws
will be required in 13 to start
with, includingTamil, Kannada,
Marathi, Gujarati, Bengali and
Punjabi.Someof theofficial lan-
guages, including Dogri and
Santhali, arenotused incourts.

Anup Surendranath,
Professor of Law, National Law
University, Delhi said that local
translationsof thelawsiscrucial
bothasademocraticrightandas
abureaucraticconcerntoimple-
ment the laws.

“Just having these laws in
EnglishandHindiisnotgoingto
ensure effective access for the
massivebureaucraticmachinery
indifferentpartsof thiscountry.
For millions in this country,
criminal law iswielded by that
policeconstableonthestreetor
the IO in the police station - it
shouldbepainfullyobviousthat
thousandsofsuchpersonnelare
goingtoneedtheselawsintheir
local languages as the first step
towards understanding these
laws,”hesaid.

In Karnataka, the state Law
and ParliamentaryMinister HK
Patil said that for now, the

KarnatakaPoliceAcademy(KPA)
has translated them into
Kannadaandhascomeoutwith
books for thepolice.

“TheKPAversionwill not be
considered official translation.
The one that is issued in the
gazettewillbethefinalandoffi-
cial translatedversion,”hesaid.

In Punjab, Home Secretary
GurkiratKirpalsaidthatthegov-
ernmentis intheprocessofget-
ting the laws translated in
Punjabi.

InKerala,stateLawSecretary
K G Sanal Kumar said the state
has written to the Union
Ministry seeking their consent
for translating the laws into
Malayalam.“Weneedtheircon-
sentfortranslatingthelawsinto
local language. Oncewe get the
nod from the Centre, the state
willproceedwiththeprocessof
translation,’’ he said.

Wecannot(say)thedatesasyet,
becausethedatesareannounced
bythepartiesinagreement,”Yuri
Ushakov, anassistant toRussian
PresidentVladimirPutin,said,ac-
cordingtothenewsagency.“But
we are actively preparing. Iwill
emphasise once again, this visit
willtakeplace,”hetoldreporters,
replyingtoaquestion.

Over the last twoyears,New
Delhi hasmaintained a diplo-
matic balancing act between
RussiaandUkraine.While ithas
not explicitly condemned the
Russianinvasion,ithascalledfor
an international probe into the
Bucha massacre and has ex-
pressed concern over nuclear
threatsissuedbyRussianleaders.
AttheUNSecurityCouncil,India
hastakenanuancedpositionand
abstained from voting against
Russia inseveralresolutions.

Thiswillbeastandalonevisit
on the lines of the annual bilat-
eralsummitbetweentheIndian

and Russian leaders, that have
been going on since 2000. The
Annual Summit between the
PrimeMinister of India and the
President of the Russian
Federationisthehighestinstitu-
tionalised dialoguemechanism
in the strategic partnership be-
tweenIndiaandRussia.

So far, 21 annual summits
havetakenplacealternatively in
India andRussia; the 21st sum-
mit was in New Delhi in
December2021.Sincethen,Modi
andPutin havemaintained reg-
ular contact through at least 10
telephone conversations to re-
viewprogressonbilateral coop-
eration and exchange views on
regionalandglobalissuesofmu-
tualinterest:fivetelephonecon-
versations in 2022, two in 2023
(June 30 and August 28) and
threein2024(January15,March
20andJune5).

India has strategic tieswith
Moscow and a strong depend-

ence onRussia for defence sup-
plies. Ever since thewar began,
India has also been buying
Russian oil at discountedprices
to cushion the inflationary im-
pactof risingoilprices.

The last in-person bilateral
meeting between the two lead-
ers took place in Samarkand,
Uzbekistanonthesidelinesofthe
SCOSummitinSeptember2022.
Thiswas the time, whenModi
hadtoldPutinthat“thisisnotthe
eraofwar”—a line laterused in
theformulationattheG20sum-
mitinBaliinNovember2022and
byotherwesternleadersandin-
terlocutors to press onRussia to
endthewar.

Modiis,however,learnttobe
skipping the Shanghai
CooperationOrganisation(SCO)
summit tobeheldon July3-4 in
Astana,Kazakhstan.Thissendsa
mixedsignalaboutDelhi’scom-
mitment to the platform —
where Chinese President Xi

Jinping and Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif are ex-
pectedtoattend.

Modi’s visit to Russia comes
just after his visit to Italy for the
outreachsessionat theG7 lead-
ers’ summit on June 13-14. He
mettopworldleadersthere—US
President Joe Biden, British PM
Rishi Sunak, French President
Emmanuel Macron, Germany
ChancellorOlafScholzandItalian
PM Giorgia Meloni — and
Ukraine's President Volodymyr
Zelenskyyonthesidelinesofthe
G7leaders’summit.

The Indian PrimeMinister,
however,didnotgoforthepeace
summit on Ukraine held in
Switzerland. Top Indian official,
Secretary (West) inMEA, Pavan
Kapoor, went for the summit
meeting, but India did not sign
the joint communique since
Russiawasnotpresentthere.

Russia did not attend the
Swisssummit,callingita“waste

of time”. On June 16, India de-
cided to not sign the joint com-
munique by saying that “only
thoseoptionsacceptabletoboth
partiescanleadtoabidingpeace”
— reflecting its diplomatic
tightropewalk since Russia in-
vadedUkraine.

TheIndianpositionofnotbe-
coming a signatory to the joint
communiquewas explainedby
Kapoor in his statement as
Moscow—oneof the twowar-
ringparties—haddeclinedtoat-
tendthesummit inBurgenstock
in central Switzerland. The
Russia-Ukrainewar,whichbegan
onFebruary24,2022,isinitsthird
yearnow,withnoendinsight.

Laterthisyear,thereisanother
possibleopportunityforModito
travel toRussia—sinceRussia is
hosting the annual summit of
BRICS(Brazil,Russia,India,China
andSouthAfrica) inOctober—it
is scheduled to take place in
KazanfromOctober22-24.

●Moscow, Delhi work on PM visit to Russia, first since Ukraine war

●Rebranding as mandir may foster adverse sentiments: Mizoram, Nagaland push back

●Days to go for new codes but official translations still pending, states wait

secure the post in the last two
elections. While it had 44 Lok
Sabhamembers in 2014 and 52
in2019, itnowhas98.

In2014,Khargewasmadethe
Leader of the Congress party in
LokSabha;in2019,thepostwent
toAdhirRanjanChowdhury.

As the Leader of the
Opposition, Rahul will be the
Opposition’svoice inhigh-pow-
ered committees headedby the
PrimeMinister forappointment
tokeypostsliketheCBIDirector,
CentralVigilanceCommissioner,
Chief Information
Commissioner, chairperson and
members of the NHRC, and the
Lokpal.

“In the 18th Lok Sabha, the
House of the people shall truly
reflect theaspirationsof the last
person standing, with Rahul
Gandhibecomingtheirvoice.As
Congress president, I am confi-
dent that a leaderwho has tra-
versedthelengthandbreadthof
the country, fromKanyakumari
toKashmir,andfromManipurto
Maharashtra,shallraisethevoice
of the people -- especially the
marginalised and the poor. The
Congress party is strongly com-
mittedtoprotectdemocracyand
theConstitutionbyupholdingits
eternal principles of justice, lib-
erty, equality and fraternity,”
KhargesaidonTuesday.

At the Congress Working
Committeemeeting inDelhi on
June 8, a unanimous resolution
was passed asking Rahul to be-
come the Leader of the
Opposition in Lok Sabha. The
Congress had then said that
Rahulwasconsidering it.

With Rahul deciding to take
thepost, theCongress – and the
Opposition -- has signalled that
itwilltakeontheBJPaggressively
intheHouse.“Ifhedidn’tbecome
Leader of the Opposition, it
would have seemed like Rahul
was shying away from the
chancetotakeonthePM,”saida
party leader.

Duringarecentpressconfer-
ence on the paper leak issue,
Rahul had hit out at Prime
MinisterNarendraModiandsaid
the Oppositionwould bemore
vocal intheHouse.

On the first day of the 18th
LokSabhasessiononMonday,he
said theOpposition “will not al-
low the attack on the
Constitution by PrimeMinister
NarendraModiandAmitShah”.
“Psychologicallyonthebackfoot,
NarendraModiisbusysavinghis
government… INDIA’s strong
oppositionwillcontinueitspres-
sure,raisethevoiceofthepeople
and will not allow the Prime
Minister to escapewithout ac-
countability,”hesaid.

AAPRajya SabhaMPSanjay
Singh, in a video post, alleged:
“Just when there was a chance
that CM Arvind Kejriwal was
likely to get bail from the
Supreme Court, the BJP-led
Centre has hatched a conspir-
acywith theCBI…to file a false
case and get him placed under
arrest… The entire country is
witnessing this crime, this
atrocity by theCentre.”

On Tuesday, Justice Sudhir
Kumar Jain of DelhiHighCourt
stayed the trial court order
grantingbail toKejriwal, saying
thevacationjudgedidso“with-
outgoingthroughandappreci-
ating the entire material
brought on record by the rival
parties which reflects perver-
sity” in the June20order.

Justice Jain, who had re-
servedhisverdictonJune21on
the ED application for a stay,
madeitclear thatnothing inhis
order should be taken as an
opinion or observation on the
meritsof theED’smainpetition
challengingthetrialcourtorder.
Thatmatter is listed for July 10.

Kejriwal had moved the
SupremeCourtagainsttheHigh
Courtdecisiontoreserveitsver-
dict on the stay application.

On Monday, the Supreme
Courtvacationbenchof Justices
Manoj Misra and S V N Bhatti
had said it would wait for the
HighCourtverdict andhearhis
plea on June26.

In a 34-page order Tuesday,
Justice Jain said, “The Vacation
Judge while passing the
Impugned Order (bail order)
did not appropriately appreci-
ate the material/documents
submitted on record and pleas
taken by ED and the aver-
ments/grounds as raised in the
petition under section 439 (2)
of the Code (of Criminal
Procedure)requireseriouscon-
sideration while dealing with

the said petition. Accordingly,
the present application is al-
lowed and the operation of the
ImpugnedOrder is stayed.”

Taking note of paras 16 and
36 of the trial court order,
passedbyvacation judgeNiyay
Bindu of the Rouse Avenue
Court, the bench said, “It is not
understandable that on one
hand, the Vacation Judge has
expressed her inability to go
through entire documents
stated to have been running
into thousands of pages at the
time of passing the Impugned
Order, and on the other hand,
howinparano.36theVacation
Judgehasmentioned that rele-
vant arguments and con-
tentions raisedonbehalf of the
parties are dealtwith.”

“The perusal of the
Impugned Order is reflecting
that the Vacation Judge has
passed the Impugned Order
without going throughandap-
preciating the entire material
brought on record by the rival
parties which reflects perver-
sity in Impugned Order. There
is factual forceinthearguments
advanced by Sh. S V Raju (ap-
pearing for the ED) that the
Vacation Judge has not passed
the Impugned Order after due
consideration of (the) entire
material on record,” it said.

Thebenchsaidtheobserva-
tions made by the vacation
judge in the bail order were
“uncalled for,unwarrantedand
out of context” and the trial
courtshould“refrainfrommak-
ing such observations in the
ImpugnedOrder”. Itsaidtheva-
cation judge was required to
consider “every important and
relevantdocument”at thetime
of passing thebail order.

It saidparas1to6of thebail
order mentioned the con-
tentionsofboththepartiesand
the arguments advanced by

their respective counsel but a
perusalof theorderreflectsthat
“theVacation Judgedidnotdis-
cuss and consider the con-
tentions and the arguments in
ImpugnedOrder”.

It took note of the submis-
sion by Senior Advocate A M
Singhvi, appearing forKejriwal,
that grant of bail and cancella-
tionofbailare twodifferentas-
pects–hehadalsocitedvarious
judgments.

Thebenchsaid, “It is (an)ac-
cepted proposition of law that
therejectionof thebail inanon-
bailablecaseat initial stageand
the cancellation of bail so
granted have to be considered
and dealt with on different ba-
sis and very cogent and over-
whelming circumstances are
necessaryforanorderdirecting
the cancellation of bail already
granted…whether thepresent
mainpetitionundersection439
(2) of the Code ismaintainable
or not maintainable has to be
consideredappropriatelybythe
Roster Bench concerned while
dealingwiththemainpetition.”

Regarding Additional
SolicitorGeneralSVRaju’ssub-
missionthat thevacationjudge
had not given appropriate op-
portunity to the ED to oppose
the CM’s bail plea as per the
mandate of PMLA section 45,
the bench said, “Every court is
underanobligation togive suf-
ficient and appropriate oppor-
tunitytorepresenttheirrespec-
tive case before the court. ED
ought to have been given ade-
quate opportunity to advance
arguments on bail application
by theVacation Judge.”

The bench referred to the
SupremeCourt’s 2022decision
inVijayMadanLalChoudharyv
Union of India which observed
thatatthestageofconsideration
ofapplicationforgrantofbail, it
isexpectedtoconsidertheques-

tionfromtheanglewhetherthe
accused was possessed of the
requisite mens rea (the inten-
tionorknowledgeofwrongdo-
ing)andthecourtisnotrequired
to record apositive finding that
theaccusedhadnotcommitted
anoffenceunder theAct.

“Itwasfurtherobservedthat
the Court ought to maintain a
delicate balance between a
judgmentof acquittal and con-
viction and order granting bail
much before commencement
of trial…However, theVacation
Judge, in the Impugned Order,
has not discussed the require-
ment of section 45 of PMLA
while passing the Impugned
Order. The trial court should
have at least recorded its satis-
factionabout fulfilmentof twin
conditions of section 45 of
PMLA before passing the im-
pugnedorder,” it said.

Ontheobservationinthebail
orderthattherewas“malafide”
on the ED’s part, Justice Jain re-
ferredtotheApril9orderofaco-
ordinate single-judge bench of
theHighCourtwhich,whileup-
holding the CM’s arrest by ED,
had observed the “absence of
anymala fide intention” on the
partof theagency.

He said the bench cannot
lose sight of the fact that the
Supreme Court, while hearing
theSLPagainsttheApril9order,
had granted leave but did not
stay the operation of the High
Courtdecision.

OntheED’schargeof thevi-
carious liability of Kejriwal as
perPMLAsection70, thebench
said, “The perusal of written
note submitted by ED before
the Special Judge/Vacation
Judge reflects that the issue re-
garding the role of respondent
forvicarious liabilitywas taken
by ED… but said issue did not
findanyplace in the Impugned
Order.”

●Rahul to be Leader of Opp in LS

●As HC stays Kejriwal bail in ED case, CBI knocks on his door

THESTRAINEDgovern-
mentandOppositionties
willtakeanotherhit in
caseofelectiontothe
Speaker’spost.Onlythrice
hasvotingtakenplacefor
thepost—1952,1967and
1976.Twice, in1991and
1998,theOpposition's
resolutioninfavourof its
candidateswasnegated
byavoicevote.
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Birla vs Suresh for Speaker’s post



Support for Marginalized Individuals
Livelihood & Enterprise (SMILE)

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS
(SETTING UP OF GARIMA GREH)

Applications are invited from interested & eligible applicants organizations
from States/UTs of Andaman & Nicobar, Lakshadweep, J&K, Ladakh,
Puducherry, Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu, Manipur,
Mizoram, Meghalaya, Tripura, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim,
Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Telangana, Goa, Chandigarh,
Uttarakhand and Kerala for setting up of Garima Greh under the scheme
Support for Marginalized Individuals for Livelihood & Enterprise (SMILE),
sub-scheme 'Central Sector Scheme for Comprehensive Rehabilitation for
Welfare of Transgender Persons.'
1. Organizations fulfilling following terms can apply for the project of Garima
Greh:

a. A society registered under the Societies' Registration Act (XXI of 1860) or
any relevant Act of the State Governments / Union Territory or under any
State law relating to registration of literary, scientific and charitable
societies.

b. Aregistered public Trust
c. A Company established under Section 25 of the Companies Act, 1956
2. Interested & eligible CBOs/NGOs may register at E-anudaan

(https://grants-msje.gov.in/ngo-login) with the requisite documentation.
3. The Portal would be open from 26.06.2024 to 07.07.2024 for submission of
applications for the financial year 2024-25.

4. For any further queries contact at:-

Call: 011-23070386
Email: ankit.srivastava@nic.in/mayank.b@gov.in/
lokesh.km91@gov.in
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STATINGTHATbail applications
are not to be adjourned indefi-
nitely,theSupremeCourtTuesday
askedDelhiHighCourt to take a
callonthebailpleaofformerDelhi
minister Satyendar Kumar Jain,
whowasarrestedinMay2022on
moneylaunderingcharges.

“It goeswithout saying that
bail prayers are not to be indefi-
nitely adjourned and, therefore,
wehope and trust that theHigh
Courtshalltakeitsowncallinthe
matter,” a vacation bench of
JusticesManojMisra and S VN
Bhattisaid,disposingof Jain’sap-
pealagainstaMay28DelhiHigh
Courtorderthatadjournedhisde-
faultbailpleatoJuly9,2024.

Appearing for Jain, Senior
Advocate AM Singhvi told the
court that thequestionof lawin-
volved in thematter is already
pendinginanothermatterbefore
theSCandurgedthecourt to tag
the instant pleawith it, but the
courtwasnotinclinedtodoso.

“Dr Singhvi submits that the
questionoflawwhichwouldgov-
ernthedecisionoftheHighCourt
is engaging the attention of a
three-judge Bench of this Court
and,therefore,itwouldbeappro-

priate that thismatter is tagged
with thatmatter.Wedonot find
anymeritintheaforesaidsubmis-
sionbecause theHighCourt can
decidethematteronitsownmer-
its... If thepetitioner is aggrieved
bytheorderoftheHighCourt,he
canalwayschallengethesaidor-
derbeforethisCourt,”saidtheSC.

Singhvisaid theHCcouldnot
have adjourned the plea by six
weeks and said the Supreme
Court had held previously that
suchmattersshouldbedealtwith
inaweek.

But the bench said, “Let the
High Court decide and thenwe
will take a call.” Singhvi then
urgedthatsomeobservationmay
bemade so theHigh Court de-
cidesthematteronthenextdate
fixed. Following this, the bench
said intheorderthatbailprayers

are not to be indefinitely ad-
journed and that it hopes and
trusts that theHC shall take its
owncallonthematter.

TheEnforcementDirectorate
(ED)hadarrestedJainonMay30,
2022, under the Prevention of
MoneyLaunderingAct(PMLA).

OnMay26, 2023, the SChad
grantedhiminterimbailonmed-
ical grounds and this was ex-
tendedfromtimetotime.

InMarchthisyear,theSCcan-
celled the interimbail andasked
himtosurrenderforthwith.

In August 2017, the CBI had
booked Jain and five others on
graft charges. Subsequently, in
August2017,theEDregisteredan
ECIR (Enforcement Case
InformationReport) against him
andtwoothers—VaibhavJainand
AnkushJain—onthechargethat
he, “with the help of his family
membersandotherpersons,had
acquireddisproportionateassets
duringtheperiodfrom14.02.2015
to31.05.2017,whilehewasfunc-
tioningasMinisterofGovt.NCTof
Delhi,andhadlaunderedtainted
cash amounts throughKolkata-
basedshellcompanies”.

Afterinvestigation,theEDfiled
aprosecution complaint against
them in July 2022,which is now
pendingatthestageofframingof
charges.

Install CCTVs,
pollution sensors
at construction
sites or invite
fine: PWD

Burger King shooting: Cop suspended for
‘sharing’ CCTV footage, inquiry ordered

GAYATHRIMANI
NEWDELHI,JUNE25

INSTALLCCTVcameras andpol-
lution sensors at construction
sites,keeptheconstructionmate-
rialcovered,andsprinklewateron
unpavedareas:Thesearesomeof
the instructionsthat firmswork-
ing on Delhi Public Works
Department's(PWD)projectswill
havetofollowwhilecarryingout
constructionwork anywhere in
thecapital,failingwhichtheywill
befinedtothetuneofRs500toRs
2,000.

Tocontroldustpollutionatthe
constructionsitesacross thecity,
thePWDhas issuedaslewof di-
rections. According to a senior
PWDofficial,thedepartment,fol-
lowing the guidelines of CAQM
(Commission for Air Quality
Management), has prepared a
strategytotackledustpollutionat
constructionsites.Theimplemen-
tationof theruleswillstartatthe
sitessoon,theofficialadded.

“The fines have been an-
nouncedforthefirsttimeandthe
keyobjectivebehindthisistoen-
sure stricter implementation of
the guidelines...becausemanyof
thecontractorsdonot followthe
rules...,”saidtheofficial.

A fineof Rs2,000will be im-
posed on CCTV cameras being
non-operational for longer than
48hoursat theconstructionsite,
Rs500eachfor lackof sprinkling
on unpaved surfaces for more
than fourhours, uncoveredC&D
(construction and demolition)
materialforsixhoursormore,and
unwashedwheels/vehicles exit-
ingconstructionsites.

Someofthemandatorydirec-
tions that the contractors had to
followwereinstallationofPM2.5
& PM10 sensors, protective
screens at the site, installationof
anti-smoggunsatthesiteandde-
marcationof enclosedspaces for
grindingandcuttingmaterial.

“Thedepartmentconducteda
pilot study in collaborationwith
theAirPollutionActionGroup(A-
PAG)on theenforcementof said
safeguards at shortlisted PWD
constructionsites.Itwasobserved
thatthesiteswerenotfullycom-
pliantwiththis...followingthis,we
have issueddirections, including
timelines, andhave announced
penaltiesforstricterimplementa-
tion,"saidaseniorofficial.

ARNABJITSUR
NEWDELHI,JUNE25

THEDELHIPolicehassuspended
a sub-inspector from Rajouri
Gardenpolicestationforallegedly
sharing CCTV footage of the
shooting inside Burger King last
week,where a 26-year-oldman
was gunned down allegedly by
aidesofgangsterHimanshuBhau.

AmanJoonhadbeen luredto
the spot by a woman, Anu
Dhankar,whobefriendedhimon-
linethreemonthsago.

In a June 21 order issued by

DCP (West) Vichitra Veer, the SI
wassuspendedandadepartmen-
talenquirywasordered.

Police said the SI collected
footageof the incident as part of
theprobe.Hewas,however,later
involved in allegedly sharing it
withother personswhich even-
tuallygotleakedtothemedia,said
aseniorpoliceofficerpostedwith
theWestdistrict.

Thefootagewasleakedwhen
the casewaswith theWest dis-
trict.

On June21, the casewasoffi-
cially transferred to the Special
Cell'sCounter-IntelligenceUnit.

InFebruarythisyear,theDelhi
PoliceCommissionerhad issued
anordertoDistrictDCPsandunit
headsthatCCTVfootageofcrimes
are not sharedwith anyone. In

caseofanybreach,hesaidofficers
“willberesponsibleforlapseofsu-
pervisiononthisaccount".

Pointing to several such in-
stances in the recent past, the
Commissioner,inhisFebruary10
order,saiditadverselyimpactsthe
privacyandsensitivitiesofvictims
ofsuchcrimesand,attimes,pro-
videsanavoidabledefensetothe
accusedduringtestidentification
paradeproceedings.

DELHI POLICE
SHANTI SEWA NYAYA

INTERNATIONAL DAY
AGAINST DRUG ABUSE AND
ILLICIT TRAFFICKING

Say Yes to Life,
No to Drugs

Take an e-pledge on the link given below

Together, we can achieve the ultimate
goal of a drug free society.
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‘Bail prayers not to be adjourned
indefinitely’: Top court asks HC
to decide Satyendar Jain’s plea

Satyendar Jain

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,JUNE25

THEAAPhasexpresseddisagree-
mentwiththeHighCourt'sdeci-
sion to stay the bail granted to
DelhiCMArvindKejriwalbyatrial
court even as theBJPwelcomed
thedevelopmentterminghimthe
“mainaccused”intheliquorpol-
icycase.

AAP's Chief National
Spokesperson Priyanka Kakkar
saidthetrialcourt“foundnoevi-
dence” linking Kejriwal to the
case, noting that “not a single
pennyhasbeen recovered in the

two-yearinvestigation”.
“This entire alleged scam is

fabricatedandscriptedintheBJP
office.When you read the trial
courtorder,itaddressesalltherel-
evant documents, leaving out
whatthecourtdeemedasirrele-
vant documents after scrutiny,”
she told reporters. “TheHC or-

dered staywithout even looking
atthetrialcourtorder.Wedonot
agreewith this decision;wewill
actasperlegaladvice.”sheadded.

Delhi BJP presidentVirendra
SachdevasaidtheAAPconvener's
“involvement” in the case had
beenestablished.

“TheHCitselfhadahearingon
April9,duringwhichitstatedthat
Kejriwal'sarrestislegallyvalid...,”
healleged.

“It is Kejriwal's prerogative if
he wishes to approach the
SupremeCourt, as the beauty of
the country's law is that every
criminalgetsmultipleopportuni-
tiestogotocourt,”headded.

Don’t agree with HC decision on CM’s
bail, says AAP; BJP welcomes verdict

AAP’sKakkar,BJP’sSachdeva

WILLCONTINUEAGITATION INOTHERWAYS:SANJAYSINGH

SOPHIYAMATHEW
NEWDELHI, JUNE25

DELHIWATERMinister Atishi’s
indefinite fast toprotest against
the alleged reducedwater sup-
plytotheCapitalbytheHaryana
government came to an end af-
ter she was hospitalised in the
earlyhoursof Tuesday.

Atishi,whobeganherfaston
June 21 at Jangpura’s Bhogal,
was rushed to the emergency
ward of Lok Nayak Hospital af-
ter her blood sugar level
dropped to36mg/dL.

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
leaderandMPSanjaySingh,ad-
dressingapressconference,said,
“Since Atishi is admitted to the
ICU,wemustdiscontinuethean-
ishchitkalin anshan (indefinite
fast) forwater.Wewillcontinue
the agitation in otherways.”He
added that the partywill write
tothePrimeMinistertoconsider
Delhi’swatercrisis.

Atishi was later shifted to a
privatewardaround2.30pm.

Meanwhile,floutinghospital
instructions, several visitors
crowded in front of the emer-
gency ICUward during the day.
“Herhandswerecoldyesterday...
whenIheldthem,”recalledAnju
Bala,anAAPfunctionary,among
thevisitors.

Bala, who came to see the
Minister from12kmaway, said,

“Iwasinspiredbyhertojoinpol-
itics... There is a sense of safety
andtrust that shehasbuilt...”

Therewere threemore visi-
tors from the party’s women’s
wing, who said the Minister’s
health shouldbeprioritised.

A senior party functionary
said, “It took a lot of convincing
(after midnight) to take her to
the hospital. Shewas adamant
aboutcontinuingthefast.Lateat
night,afterherhealthworsened,
she still said ‘I amsitting for the
satyagraha and I will fast until
my lastbreath’.”

According to Lok Nayak
Medical Director Dr Suresh
Kumar, Atishi’s sugar was very
low, there were ketones in the
urine, and sodium levels were

lowaswell. Currently,hervitals
arestable,headded.

Adoctorwhodidnotwishto
benamedsaidsixdoctorsareon
themedical team looking after
the Minister. “The Minister’s
health is normal, her condition
is such that she could be dis-
charged. For the timebeing, co-
conutwaterisprovidedandfood
intake except for fluids is being
avoided,” thedoctor said.

AAP MLA Durgesh Pathak,
who visited theMinister at the
hospital, said, “Shewas rushed
inafterhersugarlevelwasfound
tobedangerouslylow...HerECG
levelswereabnormal too.”

According to the World
HealthOrganisation(WHO),the
“expected values for normal

fastingbloodglucoseconcentra-
tion arebetween70mg/dL (3.9
mmol/L) and 100 mg/dL (5.6
mmol/L)”.

A post on X from Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s offi-
cial handle said the people of
Delhi “will definitely give a re-
ply to the injustice that the BJP
government (at the Centre) is
doing” to the national capital.
“Delhi’sWaterMinisterAtishi ji
was on an indefinite hunger
strike so the people of Delhi
could get their rightful share of
water.Shehasbeenadmittedto
thehospitalafterherhealthde-
teriorated last night. Today,
every Delhiite isworried about
her health... Every Delhiite is
with her in this satyagraha.
Posted by: Team Arvind
Kejriwal,”thepostinHindiread.

Meanwhile, wishing Atishi
“good health and happiness”,
Delhi BJP president Virendra
Sachdeva, however, urged the
minister to “stop misleading
the public”.

“We’ve been saying since
June 21 that you can’t do satya-
grahabecauseyouhavenocon-
nectionwith truth, Ms Atishi...
FromMahatmaGandhiandLala
Lajpat Rai to Vinoba Bhave and
AnnaHazare, satyagrahis fasted
to reveal the truth, not to hide
their administrative failures, as
Ms. Atishi intended to do,"
Sachdevaalleged.

Atishi hospitalised after health
deteriorates, fast called off

Atishiwasrushedtotheemergencywardof LokNayak
Hospital in theearlyhoursof Tuesday. PTI



ARNABJITSUR
&PRAGYNESH
NEWDELHI, JUNE25

A BLACKENED stuffed toy lies
abandoned on the bed in one
room;itwaswhitenotlongago.
A teddy bear, this one brown in
colour,hangsfromahookinthe
adjacent room. The walls are
covered in soot, bedsheets are
semi-burnt, crumpled. On the
floor,thebodyofamanisontop
of amattress. Inside thewash-
room, bodies of a woman and
her children— two youngmen
—are found facing theceiling.

UntilMondaynight, thiswas
a happy family living in the first
floorofahouseinZblockatPrem
Nagar, Chhawla, in Dwarka.
However, a fire that likely broke
outduetoashortcircuitinthein-
verter led to thedeathof all four
byasphyxiationintheweehours
of Tuesday, saidpolice.

The deceased have been
identifiedasHeeraSingh,48,his
wifeNeetu,46, andsonsChirag,
23, andLakshay,21.

A call to the fire department
was made at 3.37am and the
blaze,whichwas not of amajor
scale according to officers, was
controlledin15to20minutes.

Thenwhy could not a single
memberof the familyescape?

Themaindoorofthefloorwas
locked from inside. “This iswhy
nobody could open it fromout-
side,”saidGurmeetSingh,brother
of Heera Singh,who lives in the
backportionofthesamebuilding.

“Chirag suffered from
epilepsy. Hewould oftenwake
upinthemiddleofthenightand
attempttounlockthedoors.Asa
precaution, they used to put
double locks:Oneanautomatic
lock, and a padlock. This was a
daily practice before the family
went tobedaround11pm.”

Hesaidthesmokesuffocated
them and theywere unable to
reachthemaindoorandopenit.

DelhiFireServicesChiefAtul

Garg said the fire started in the
inverterandspread to thesofa.

The four victims were de-
clared dead on arrival at Rao
TularamMemorialHospital.

A senior fire officer said,
“Heera’sbodywasonamattress,
a little away from thebathroom
where the other three bodies
werefound.Primafacie, it seems
all fourmembers of the family
triedtosavethemselvesbyenter-
ing thewashroomandsplashing
their faces with water.
Simultaneously, Heera tried to
rush towards thedoor tounlock
it.Hemayhavetriedtoreachout
for the keys on thewall hanger,
but failed due to the smoke all
around.Theyeventuallycollapsed

duetoasphyxiation.”
Accordingtofireofficers,lack

ofventilationinthehousecould
have possibly made matters
worse.“Thehallhadasmallwin-
dow towhich a cooler was at-
tached.Thewindowinoneofthe
rooms had an AC attached to it,
hence, no ventilation. The at-
tachedbathroomtoohadneither
ventilation nor exhaust fan. The
second room and the kitchen
also did not have anywindows,
which is why thewhole house
was filledwith fumes from the
fire,”anofficersaid.

AnFIRhasbeenregisteredat
Chhawlapolice station.

HeeraSinghused toworkas
a freelance photographerwhile

hissonLakshayworkedatapri-
vate firm, said their relatives.
Neetuwasahousewife.

Gurmeetsaidonceneighbours
toldthemaboutthefire,theyfirst
tried to rescue the family them-
selves.“Wecameoverandstarted
bangingonthedoor,tryingtoopen
it.Anotherneighbourgotaham-
mer andweattempted tobreak
the door open but to no avail.
Eventually, the fire department
cameandbrokeopenthedoor...,”
hesaid.“Butitwastoolate.”

A senior police officer said
the fire likely broke out at 3 am
and spread to the sofa, where
clothes lay inapile.

NeelamKapoor,arelative,said
the housewas ownedbyHeera
Singh’smother,who lived alone
onthegroundfloorwhilethefam-
iliesofhertwosonslivedinsepa-
ratesectionsonthefirstfloor.

A group of women were
standingoutsidethehouse,still
in disbelief. “Everyone is here:
Thepolice, themedia...But Istill
don't understand how it hap-
pened.Whycouldtheynotopen
thedoor?” said awoman in the
crowd.
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UPCABINETAPPROVESDPROFAQUALINEEXTENSION

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NOIDA, JUNE25

SOON,RESIDENTSofNoidaand
GreaterNoidacanexpectbetter
connectivitytotheDelhiAirport,
aswell as other parts of the na-
tional capital, with an 11-km-
long extension of theAqua Line
Metro corridor being approved
by the Uttar Pradesh Cabinet
Tuesday.

The Cabinet approved the
Detailed Project Report (DPR)
of the proposed extension,
which will start from Sector
142 and go to the Botanical
Garden inNoida.

Officials said this extension
of theNoidaMetrowill provide
convenient and hassle-free di-
rect connectivity to the Indira
Gandhi International Airport
(Terminal 1) via the Magenta

Line of the Delhi Metro. It will
also connect to major Indian
Railways stations in Delhi
throughtheBlueLine.

Lokesh M, Managing
Director of Noida Metro Rail
Corporation (NMRC) Limited,
said this corridor will provide
seamless connectivity to all
commuters travelling from
Noida-Greater Noida towards
Delhi andvice-versa.

“It has an expected rider-
ship of approximately 80,000
in the initial stage. The
Botanical Garden station will
become a big interchange sta-
tion for three lines. Following
this approval, the next crucial
step involves forwarding the
DPRtotheGovernmentof India
for finalapprovaland funding,”
he said.

A total of eight stations —
BotanicalGarden,NoidaSector

44, Noida Office, Noida Sector
97, Noida Sector 105, Noida
Sector108,NoidaSector93and
Panchsheel Balak Inter College
—will comeupunder theproj-
ect (see map). The route will
endat theexistingNoidaSector
142 station.

Botanical Gardenwill serve
as an interchange station be-
tween NMRC’s Aqua Line and
DelhiMetro’sMagentaandBlue
Lines.

It will cover a total length of
11.56kmandtheestimatedcost
of the project is Rs 2,254.35
crore.

The newMetro corridor is
also expected to address the
growing demand for public
transportation in thecity.

TheNMRChadentrustedthe
DelhiMetro Rail Corporation to
preparetheDPRofthe11.56-km
Metroextensioncorridor.

Atthefamily’shomeinZ
block,PremNagar.AbhinavSaha

UPASIKASINGHAL
NEWDELHI, JUNE25

PROTESTS BROKE out in
NorthwestDelhi’sMangolpuriaf-
ter theMunicipalCorporationof
Delhi (MCD) demolished a por-
tion of a boundary wall of a
mosque,Tuesday.WhiletheMCD
claimed thewallwas encroach-
ing on the adjoiningmunicipal
park, the local councilor alleged
themeasurewasaimedat“spoil-
ingtheatmosphereof thearea”.

According to a police officer,
MCDofficialsarrivedat6amwith
an earthmover to demolish the
boundarywall andweremetby
protesting residents. “This initia-
tivewaspartofourongoingefforts
toaddressunauthorisedreligious
encroachmentsandupholdthein-
tegrityof public spaces,” anMCD
spokespersonsaid.

According toMCD officials,
protestersformedahumanchain
toobstructtheentryofmachines
into the area. Additionally,
women protesters sat on the
structuretopreventthedemoli-
tionfrombeingcarriedout.

DCP (Outer) Jimmy Chiram
told The Indian Express that the
lawandordersituationwas“not
compromised because of the
protests” and therewasno inci-
dentofstonepelting.“Therewas

some tension and peoplewere
upsetbutwetalkedtothemand
sortedthesituationoutbeforeit
couldescalate,” theDCPsaid.

Questioning theMCDaction,
MLA of SultanpurMajra, AAP’s
MukeshAhlawat,saidpermission
fordemolitionshouldhavebeen
taken fromtheReligiousComm-
ittee. This area falls under the
SultanpurMajra assembly con-
stituency. “The mosque was
around 30-35 years old,maybe
older...generallyinsuchcases,the
ReligiousCommitteeisconsulted
onwhethertocarryoutthedem-
olition. It then recommends
whether the structure shall be
preservedor demolished, based
on its age. In this case, the com-
mitteewas not consulted,” said

Ahlawat, adding, “They (MCD)
gave anotice threedays ago and
were supposed to carry out the
demolitionbetween10amand11
amtoday...buttheycameat6am.”

Mangolpuricouncillor,Rajesh
Kumar, toowasn’t happywith
the action. “Firstly the (MCD’s)
HorticultureDepartmentofficers
(whocamefordemolition)hadno
documentationthatshowedany
approvalfortheaction...Secondly,
whocomes toademolitionwith
somanypolicemen? Itwasclear
the intentionwas to spoil the at-
mosphereofthearea,”healleged.

The demolition was tem-
porarily halted, as per theMCD
statement, on police advice. By
thetimeit stopped,20metresof
thestructurehadbeenrazed.

Atthespot inMangolpuri,Tuesday.MCDclaimedthewall
wasencroachingontheadjoiningmunicipalpark.AbhinavSaha

Protests asMCDdemolishes part of
mosque boundarywall, says illegal
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NEETIKAJHA
GHAZIABAD, JUNE25

IN A rare move, the Uttar
Pradesh Police has posted four
women sub-inspectors as
StationHouse Officers (SHO) of
different police stations in
Ghaziabadwithanaimtobreach
the“male-dominated” force.

“The police station is not
like abank. There is nodefined
place and no defined working
hours,” Ghaziabad Police
Commissioner Ajay Kumar
Mishra told The Indian Express.
“It (police station) is male-
dominated and there are cer-
tain institutional biases.”

Mishra said there are 4,200
police personnel in Ghaziabad.
“There are 58 women sub-in-
spectors and 600women con-
stables and head constables.
Women always have to prove
themselves in every role but

menareconfinedtotheiregos...
they feel because they aremen,
they don’t have to go that extra
mile to prove themselves,” he
said.

“Sincewomen (police) per-
sonneldonotgetenoughoppor-
tunities (in leadership roles),
theystartavoidingresponsibili-
ties.Mostof them(womenper-
sonnel) are confined to admin-
istrative work at police offices
andheadquarters,”Mishrasaid.
“But, if given a chance (on the
field) women won’t ever fail.
Thisisfrommyownexperience.
Each time, theyhave faredeven
better thanmyexpectations.”

Ghaziabadhas25policesta-
tions and till now, only the
Mahila Thana (Women Police
station)washeadedbyawoman
officer. The posting of the
womenasSHOsin“general”po-
lice stations is, however,new.
The Indian Express spoke to

the fourwomenon their priori-

ties in theirnewrole.

RITUTYAGI
SHO ,MAHILATHANA

Tyagi, was earlier heading

the Pink booth — an exclusive
cell inapolice station thatdeals
withwomen-relatedissues—of
Vijayanagar police station. She
said shehas “solvedalmost400

women-relatedcasesatthePink
booth” and now looks forward
to thisbigger responsibility.

Shewas recruited as a con-
stable in 1998. She said she had
participated in the All India
Republic Parade as a National
CadetCorpscadet in1993.

PREETIGARG
SHO, CROSSINGREPUBLIC SOCIETY
POLICESTATION

“This is a new responsibility
andIamthrilled,”shesaid.“This
is a new chapter in my career.
Women are getting roles with
responsibility.”

Gargsaidshe“willespecially
look into the matter of cyber-
crime which is on the rise in
Ghaziabad”. “We have young
children addicted to drugs and
their lives are ruined. Iwill per-
sonally handle such cases,” she
added.

RAVITACHAUDHARY

SHOOFNIWARI POLICESTATION

Shewas earlier in charge of
the Pink booth atMuradnagar.
Shesaidshewouldworktobring
down the crime rate, especially
crimesagainstwomeninNiwari.

“Wewilltrytosolvecasesre-
lated to crime at our level first.
Wewill also provide women’s
counselinghere.Niwaridoesnot
haveapinkboothsoIhavemore
responsibility,” SHOChaudhary
said. “I was hopeful but I didn’t
expecttobepostedasSHO,”she
added.

PREETISINGH
SHOOFLINKROADPOLICESTATION

“Cases of sexual assault
againstchildrenismyfirstprior-
ity and I will ensure that the
chargesheetisfiledwithinseven
days,” shesaid.

“Robbery and snatching
cases are rampant on LinkRoad
and solving those cases is also
mypriority.”

(Clockwise fromtop)SHOsRituTyagi,PreetiGarg,Ravita
ChaudharyandPreetiSingh. Express

‘AIM TOBREACHMALE-DOMINATED FORCE’

Meet the four newwomen SHOs of Ghaziabad Police

NEETIKAJHA
NOIDA, JUNE25

HARGOVIND, 26, was to be
marriedsoon.Ankit,21,wasthe
lone source of income for his
family: three sisters, a home-
makermother,anda“seriously
unwell” father. Mohit, 22, was
his father’s favourite son.

Thesethreeyoungmenwere
“maintenance workers” who
were killed after falling into a
septic tank of a Sewage
TreatmentPlant(STP)atamulti-
nationalinformationtechnology
company in Greater Noida
Monday. The NIIT Coforge, the
families said, paid them a
monthlysalaryofRs10,000.

“This isn’t an accident,”
Mohit’s brother, Rahul Kumar,
said.“They(thethreemen)were
killed because of the careless-
ness of the company that em-
ployed them.Had the firmpro-
vided them with safety gear,
theywouldbealive today.”

Rahul said the men began
theirshiftat9am.“Around11.30
amonMonday,theirheadasked
them to go to the site and check
some issues,” he said. “Wedon’t
know if they fell inside orwere
electrocuted.Theyweretrapped
insidethesewagetill7pm.When
theeveningshiftbegan, staff be-
gansearchingforthemandfound
theminside,”healleged.

When The Indian Express
reached out to NIIT Coforge, of-
ficials refused to comment on
thematter.

AnFIRwas filedatEcotech1
police station by Rahul Kumar
under Section 304 A (causing

deathduetonegligence)against
thefirm.However, therewasno
section in the FIR relating to
the Prohibition of Manual
ScavengingAct, 2013.

“Investigation is going on. If
we find that provisions of the
Manual Scavenging Act have
been violated, it will be added
accordingly,” DCP (Greater
Noida)SaadMiyaKhansaid.

“We have registered the FIR
as per information given by the
familyofthedeceased.Nowhere
isitmentionedthatitwasrelated
tomanualscavenging,”headded.

In his complaint to police,
Rahul alleged the company did
not provide themen any safety
gear. “Despite that, the three of
themwere sent to work at the
plantwheretheydiedafterthey
drowned in thewater,”hesaid.

Mohit’sbodyreachedhisvil-
lageinHatewa,inGreaterNoida’s
Dankaur, at 5.30 am Tuesday.
RahulsaidhisyoungersisterPuja
faintedonseeingthebody.

“My father suffers from a
heartdisease. I couldnotmuster
the strength to tell him that his
favouritesonwasgone.Buttoday

wehadto tellhim;his condition
isnowveryserious,”Rahulsaid.

Pradeep Kumar, 36, Mohit’s
brother-in-law,alleged,“Hedied
becauseofelectriccurrentinthe
water. The company had not
providedanysafetygear.People
workingwith him toldme that
whenthey turnedonthemotor
to filter out water, they could
sensecurrent in it.”

Anil Kumar, 36, uncle of
Hargovind,toldTheIndianExpress
he had visited Ganesh Ganj in
KanpurDehat tomeet awoman
forhismarriageandreturnedthe
sameday.“Wewereplanningfor
hisweddingbutreceivedacallof
hisdeath,”hesaid.

Sitam, 39, brother-in-law of
Hargovind, saidhewas theonly
earningmember in the family.

Ankit’s brother-in-law,
Harsh, 38, said, “His head was
cracked and was oozing out
blood continuously. We had
been cleaning the blood in the
ambulance while bringing the
body forautopsy,”hesaid.

“There isnooneto lookafter
his ailing father now,” said
Ankit’suncleTekchand,54.

Policeoutsidethe firminGreaterNoida,Monday.Express

Aman set tomarry, another his
family’s sole earner: Lives lost
in STPmishap at Gr Noida firm

Tension after animal parts
discovered outside temple

4 of family killed in fire; double locks on
doorsmay have thwarted escape, say kin

UPASIKASINGHAL
NEWDELHI, JUNE25

ONJUNE20,residentsofacolony
in Sangam Vihar were aghast
when they found a bovine’s re-
mains outside a temple. It trig-
geredanuproar, prompting local
policetostepin.Soon,videossur-
facedonsocialmediapurportedly
showing a man wearing a BJP
sash indulging in hate speech.
Addressingpolicemen,themanis
purportedlyheard sayinghehas
“toldtheDCPandCommissioner”
that they have 48 hours and
threatened violence against a
communityifnoactionistaken.

ADelhiBJPspokespersonsaid
theman did not belong to the
party’s Delhi unit. “Anyone can
wearaBJPscarfandsayanything,”
said Sangam Vihar councillor,
BJP’sChandanKumarChaudhary.

Chaudhary, however, ex-
plained the presence of the re-
mains: “Many illegal beef shops
operatehere... theareaalsohasa
persistentproblemof stray cows

abandonedbyowners. Someone
mighthave slaughtered cowsor
goats and thrownthe remains in
the forest nearby...many times,
dogsdragtheremainstoeat...”

Chaudhary said residents
chosenottofileanFIRsinceCCTV
footage did not reveal any infor-
mationonwhothrewthecarcass.

However, DCP (South)Ankit
ChauhanclarifiedthatanFIRun-
der sections of animal cruelty
hasbeenregisteredanddeclined
togiveany furthercomment.

Sangam Vihar MLA, AAP’s
DineshMohaniya, questioned
whypolicehavenottakenaction
againsttheman:“Hesatinfront
of police and said thosewords.
Police are saying they’re trying
to identify him.... Why did they
notbookhimforhatespeech?”

Meanwhile,residentswrotea
complaint on June22, highlight-
ing the fear they felt in theafter-
mathofthecomments.“Weheard
rumourstherewouldbeaproces-
sion through the streets if action
isn’ttaken,”saidShanaulHaq,one
ofthosewhowrotetheletter.

JATINANAND
NEWDELHI, JUNE25

THEMINISTRY of HomeAffairs
Tuesday appointed 1991-batch
AGMUT cadre officer Manish
KumarGuptaPrincipalSecretary
(Home)— a post that holds im-
mensesignificanceinDelhi’sad-
ministration in the current sce-
nariowheretheCapitalhasdual
powercentres.

The postwas held earlier by
1992-batch officer Ashwani
Kumar, whowas transferred to
the MCD as Commissioner on
June 18. Sources said Gupta’s
transfer was one in a series of
crucial transfersandpostings in
the AGMUT cadre that were
likelytobeaffectedbytheCentre
over thecomingdays.

Principal Secretary (Home) is
oneofthetwopostsinadditionto
the Chief Secretary of Delhi re-
served forCentre-appointedbu-
reaucrats on the three-member
National Capital Civil Services
Authoritythatwascreatedfollow-
ing the enactment of the
Government of National Capital
Territory of Delhi (Amendment)
Act, 2023. The body, which is
chairedby theDelhi CM,has the
power to recommend transfer,
postingandvigilancemattersre-
latedtoallIASandDANICSofficers
in theCapital.However, given its
composition, IAS officers ap-
pointed directly by the Centre
holdmoreswayinitcomparedto
itsChairperson.

Gupta, 57, was posted as
Additional Chief Secretary
Government, Land&Buildings,
Industries&LabourDepartment
inDelhi. According to sources,
the MHAwas likely to affect a
significant bureaucratic reshuf-
fle over the coming days across
key departments in one of the
last exercises of its kind before
the2025DelhiAssemblypolls.

MHA appoints
new Principal
Secy (Home);
more transfers
set to follow
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Government of India
Ministry of Corporate Affairs

Centre for Processing Accelerated
Corporate Exit (C-PACE)
IICA Building, 7th Floor,

Plot P-6,7,8, Sector-5, IMT Manesar,
Gurgaon,Haryana - 122050.

Email: roc.cpace@mca.gov.in

FORM No. STK—6
PUBLIC NOTICE

[Pursuant to sub-section (2) and sub-section (4) of section 248 of the Companies Act, 2013 and rule 7 of the
Companies (Removal of Names of Companies from the Register of Companies) Rules, 2016]

Public Notice ROC/C-PACE/STK-2/248/(2)/252 Date: - 11.06.2024
Reference:

(1) In the matter of striking off or removal of names of (81) companies in the state of DELHI under section 248 of the Companies Act, 2013 in respect of:

·ffSX°f ÀfSXIYfSX

IYfSX´fûSXZMX IYf¹fÊ ¸fÔÂff»f¹f

°UdSX°f IYfg´fûSXÊZMX Àf¸ff´f³f ´fiÀfÔÀIYSX¯f IZYÔQi (Àfe- ´fZÀf),

AfBÊ.AfBÊ.Àfe.E. d¶fd»OXÔ¦f, 7Ue ¸fÔdþÞ»f, ´»ffMX P-6,7,8, ÀfZ.-

5, AfBÊ.E¸fÐ.MXe. ¸ff³fZÀfSX, ¦fbOX¦ffhU, WXdSX¹ff¯ff-122050.
Email: roc.cpace@mca.gov.in

Irkan Tirkey
Assistant Registrar

CBC 07123/11/0157/2425 Centre for Processing Accelerated Corporate Exit

(2). Notice is hereby given that the Registrar of Companies had received applications from the above-mentioned companies under section 248(2) of the
Companies Act, 2013 for removal of its/their name (s) from the register of companies either on the ground that they have failed to commence business
within one year of their incorporation or on the ground that the company(ies) is/are not carrying on any business or operation for a period of two
immediately preceding financial years and has/have not made any application (s) within such period for obtaining the status of a dormant company
under section 455 of the Companies Act, 2013 or the company(ies) have obtained the status of dormant company/subscribers to the memorandum have
not paid the subscription which they had undertaken to pay at the time of incorporation of a company and a declaration to this effect has not been filed
within one hundred and eighty days of its incorporation under subsection (1) of section 10A/ have not been carrying on any business or operations, as
revealed after the physical verification carried out under sub- section (9) of section 12, but it/they do not wish to continue its/their registration as
companies and have, therefore, requested for removal/strike off of its/their names from the register of companies.

(3) Accordingly, the Registrar of Companies proposes to remove or strike off the names of the above-mentioned companies from the Register of
Companies.

(4) Any person objecting to the proposed removal or striking off name of the companies from the register of companies may send his or her objection to
the office address mentioned here above within thirty days from the date of publication of this notice.

S.No. Work Item CIN Company Name

1 AA6647993 U74999DL2016OPC308666 TRISU ADVISORS (OPC) PRIVATE LIMITED
2 AA7768641 U31909DL2022PTC399610 ABYANTEC ENGINEERS PRIVATE LIMITED
3 AA8013416 U74120DL2022PTC398367 CALOSOMA PRIVATE LIMITED
4 AA7898974 U65990DL2022PTC402410 UDAYAN FINVEST PRIVATE LIMITED
5 AA8052631 U72900DL2022PTC393191 AS2Y VENTURES PRIVATE LIMITED
6 AA7617063 U40106DL2021PTC386447 ELP SOLAR THREE PRIVATE LIMITED
7 AA8264060 U34300DL2021PTC382468 EXPLORE COMPONENTS PRIVATE LIMITED
8 AA7259569 U70109DL2021PTC385364 RAAS REALTY PRIVATE LIMITED
9 AA7150313 U70200DL2010PLC202570 CROCUS INFRA REALTY LIMITED
10 AA8024893 U73100DL2020PTC367491 CANNABOILER GREENTECH PRIVATE LIMITED
11 AA7184029 U74899DL1986PTC025437 AVS CHIT FUND COMPANY PRIVATE LIMITED
12 AA8133467 U27320DL2020PTC360128 IMPERIAL PRECOAT SYSTEMS PRIVATE LIMITED
13 AA8116796 U74300DL2019PTC350354 JUPITER FILMS PRIVATE LIMITED
14 AA8285247 U70100DL2016PTC291105 DEVOBHAWA REALTORS PRIVATE LIMITED
15 AA8099876 U72900DL2016PTC291994 PINK STAR ONLINE SERVICES PRIVATE LIMITED
16 AA8261082 U72400DL2006PTC151204 IRIS ODLAPS SOLUTIONS PRIVATE LIMITED
17 AA8301765 U74994DL2014PTC271043 ESCHOOL BUDDY RETAIL PRIVATE LIMITED
18 AA7369051 U74999DL2019FTC350365 FOCUSPOINT GLOBAL RISK SERVICES INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED
19 AA7804286 U33100DL2013PTC248436 VCARE MEDS PRIVATE LIMITED
20 AA7399883 U65990DL2021PTC385361 LALAJI FOREX PRIVATE LIMITED
21 AA8109812 U60300DL2013PTC253373 NDCG ROADLINES PRIVATE LIMITED
22 AA7419129 U65990DL2022PLN400682 KWALITY AKSHAYA NIDHI LIMITED
23 AA7990472 U64200DL2012PTC233690 DD TELE INFRASTRUCTURE PRIVATE LIMITED
24 AA7473824 U74899DL1986PTC010697 HEPTA DEVELOPERS PRIVATE LIMITED
25 AA8033758 U70101DL2010PLC211686 ALCHEMIST DEVELOPERS LIMITED
26 AA7481114 U51909DL2005PTC133118 RVS IMPEX PVT. LTD
27 AA7937540 U74140DL2005PTC142565 MEDALLION CONSULTING PRIVATE LIMITED
28 AA8172457 U74140DL2002PTC114461 TRIGUNSAI CONSULTANTS PRIVATE LIMITED
29 AA8171436 U18204DL1999PTC098040 EMBROIDERY SYSTEMS INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED.
30 AA7989403 U15491DL1999PTC103039 GOVINDAYA HEALTH FOOD PRODUCTS PRIVATE LIMITED
31 AA8128781 U30004DL1997PTC088499 CONCESSIONNAIRE DOCUMENTATIONS (INDIA) PRIVATE LIMITED
32 AA8246070 U74899DL1995PTC071947 GEETANJLI TRADEFINCAP PRIVATE LIMITED
33 AA8000765 U74899DL1982PTC013130 ANUJAY INVESTMENT PVT LTD
34 AA7548608 U74899DL1993PTC052582 HARMONY PSYCHIATRY CENTRE PRIVATE LIMITED
35 AA8228538 U45209DL2005PTC139442 C.A. CONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS PRIVATE LIMITED
36 AA8212854 U70109DL2006PTC151214 LEO INFRACON PRIVATE LIMITED.
37 AA8206296 U70102DL2006PTC149169 FUSION INFRASTRUCTURE PRIVATE LIMITED.
38 AA8183801 U74999DL2018PTC331903 VEDYA INFRA CONSULTANTS PRIVATE LIMITED
39 AA8180180 U45201DL2006PTC145658 LLUMAR REALTORS AND DEVELOPERS PRIVATE LIMITED
40 AA8177785 U85499DL20230PC417782 GROWITONE SOLUTIONS (OPC) PRIVATE LIMITED
41 AA8173437 U74999DL2016PTC304984 HOLIDAYPORCH PRIVATE LIMITED
42 AA8165966 U52590DL2015PTC287996 CUSTOMIZED GIFT KART PRIVATE LIMITED

43 AA7612766 U74900DL2012PTC246570
SANMARG FACILITY & ASSETS MANAGEMENT ENTERPRISES

INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED
44 AA8153632 U90001DL2013PTC260110 JOCHEN ENVIRONS PRIVATE LIMITED
45 AA8146499 U74999DL2018PTC328076 SIEGER THERAPEUTICS PRIVATE LIMITED
46 AA8145728 U55101DL2021PTC390126 LLUXO HOTELS & SERVICES PRIVATE LIMITED
47 AA7630571 U74140DL2008PTC179760 GEMS CAPITAL ADVISORY SERVICES PRIVATE LIMITED
48 AA8143858 U72200DL2013PTC249982 OMTECH INFOSOLUTIONS PRIVATE LIMITED
49 AA8130251 U24230DL2022PTC393178 TROUPER PHARMACEUTICALS PRIVATE LIMITED
50 AA8129109 U74899DL1995PTC066135 SHYAM KUMAR RAJ KUMAR PRIVATE LIMITED
51 AA8122626 U51300DL2011PTC224971 NAGPAL MARKETING PRIVATE LIMITED
52 AA7649465 U74900DL2014PLC265896 DIVINE STORES LIMITED
53 AA8119795 U24100DL2010PLC211217 SHARP HEMP LIMITED
54 AA8109480 U50300DL1998PTC095543 PREMIUM AUTOTEH PRIVATE LIMITED
55 AA8093104 U70101DL2016PTC290155 ANTRIKSH WORLD PRIVATE LIMITED
56 AA8083018 U27101DL1997PLC085107 HIMANI ALLOYS LIMITED
57 AA8078567 U72900DL2022PTC398434 SPAN AEROSPACE PRIVATE LIMITED
58 AA8074019 U74899DL1995PTC066555 DUROWIN PLASTICS PRIVATE LIMITED
59 AA8056562 U74999DL2016PTC302915 IPSUM INFOMEDIA PRIVATE LIMITED
60 AA8043343 U22100DL2015PLC277455 PUNJABKESARI TELEVISION NETWORK LIMITED
61 AA8042641 U92490DL2021PTC378684 ONE HIT ENTERTAINMENT PRIVATE LIMITED
62 AA8042263 U65923DL2015PLC277480 PUNJABKESARI FINCAP LIMITED
63 AA8006422 U72900DL2016PTC303708 SHABDVRIKSH PRIVATE LIMITED
64 AA8002374 U51909DL2006PTC145563 TRINITY BUSINESS SOLUTIONS PRIVATE LIMITED
65 AA7997944 U72900DL2022PTC407438 MAVERICK FINTECH PRIVATE LIMITED
66 AA7958359 U24299DL20220PC407000 FYBERE CHEM-TECH (OPC) PRIVATE LIMITED
67 AA7952666 U80101DL2014PTC274739 EKDRISHT GYAN EARLY LEARNING PRIVATE LIMITED
68 AA7724868 U72100DL1999PTC101943 WAFT SYSTEMS AND RESOURCES PRIVATE LIMITED
69 AA7941870 U74999DL2016OPC299177 NEETYA DESIGNS (OPC) PRIVATE LIMITED
70 AA7920854 U74900DL2009PTC189464 KB IMPORTS PRIVATE LIMITED
71 AA7916379 U24100DL2007PTC166236 SHREE KRISHNA DECORATIVE COATING PRIVATE LIMITED
72 AA7914310 U32300DL2011PTC225272 SANTRON TELECOM PRIVATE LIMITED
73 AA7903938 U74999DL2018PTC332660 RIJASA SOLUTIONS PRIVATE LIMITED
74 AA7899963 U74140DL2006PTC145275 FOSTER BLACK EXIM PRIVATE LIMITED
75 AA7876919 U70200DL2013PTC251405 PAKHI REALTORS PRIVATE LIMITED
76 AA7783260 U72300DL2014PTC273099 ZCORE TECHNOLOGIES PRIVATE LIMITED
77 AA7875595 U70102DL2013PTC259028 SUNRAYS LANDCON PRIVATE LIMITED
78 AA7792459 U74999DL2016PTC306398 LIBELLUS INFOMEDIA PRIVATE LIMITED
79 AA7873686 U70109DL2013PTC258853 SURYA LANDCON PRIVATE LIMITED
80 AA7795939 U18109DL2021PTC383851 TICH BUTTONS PRIVATE LIMITED
81 AA7853180 U40106DL2010PTC206507 ZNA POWER PRIVATE LIMITED

BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR, JUNE25

THESTATEInvestigationAgency
(SIA)arrestedlawyerandformer
president of Jammu and
Kashmir High Court Bar
Association, Mian Abdul
Qayoom,inSrinagaronTuesday
in connectionwith themurder
ofadvocateBabarQadriin2020.

“He (Qayoom)was arrested
on Tuesday morning. He was
summoned to the SIA office at
Humhama in Srinagar and de-
tained there,” a police source
saidTuesday.“Thecasepertains
toBabarQadri’smurderandfur-
therdetailscanberevealedonly
afterhisquestioning,”thesource
said.

In September 2020, Qadri, a
lawyer at Srinagar High Court
and a vocal critic of the High
CourtBarAssociation,waskilled
inside his house at Lalbazar in
Srinagar. Twounidentifiedmen
cametoQadri’shouseposingas
clients to discuss a case with
him.AsQadricameout,themen
shothimand fled.

Police had registered a case
under IPC section 302, 7/27 of
ArmsAct and section 13, 16, 18,
20 and 39 of the UAPA at
LalbazarPolice station.

An SIT was formed and the
police said that The Resistance
Front (TRF), believed to be a
shadow group of Lashkar-e-
Toiba (LeT), was behind the
killing of Qadri. Police named a
TRFmilitant,SaqibManzoor,re-
sponsible for the killing.
Manzoorwaskilledinagunfight

in 2021. Police also filed a
chargesheetagainstfivepersons,
includingManzoor in thecase.

Thecasewaslatertakenover
by the State Investigation
Agency, and in 2023, it an-
nounced a reward of Rs 10 lakh
for any person providing infor-
mation leading to the arrest of
Qadri’s killers.

In 2022, police raided the
houseofQayoomandtwoother
lawyersandconductedsearches.
Policehadseizedadigitaldevice
andsomedocumentsfromtheir
residences.

Qayoom,asenioradvocateat
theSrinagarHighCourt,wasthe
president of the High Court Bar
Associationforseveralterms.As
head of the Bar Association, he
was previously detained by the
policeseveraltimesandbooked
under the Public Safety Act
(PSA). He is the father-in-lawof
sitting High Court judge Justice
JavidIqbal.However,Iqbalhasin
the past represented the state
against Qayoom in a Habeas
Corpuspetition.

Qadri was a strong critic of
Qayoom,whowasseenclose to
separatist patriarch Syed Ali
ShahGeelani.

DAMININATH
NEWDELHI, JUNE25

THEUNIONBudget,slatedfornext
month, will likely include a re-
workedaffordablehousingscheme
for economicallyweaker sections
(EWS),thelowincomegroup(LIG)
and the middle income group
(MIG) in cities, the Housing and
UrbanAffairsMinistrysourcessaid.

On June10, theCabinet, chaired
byPrimeMinisterNarendraModi,in
itsfirstdecisioninthethirdtermap-
provedthreecroreadditionalhouses
under the PradhanMantri Awas
Yojana (PMAY), out of which one
crore houseswere for cities under
thePMAY-Urban.Theadditionalone
crorehouses are likely tobe imple-
mentedunderaPMAY-U2.0,which
wouldbefundedintheBudgetthat
isexpectedinJuly,sourcessaid.

Thenewschemewouldtakeinto
account the learnings fromPMAY,
whichwas launched on June 25,
2015andwillendinDecemberthis
year, anofficial said. Themodalities
are still beingworked out, but the
newschemewouldbe focused to-
wardsbettertargetingofbeneficiar-
ies so all thosewhoare eligible are
reachedand completedhomes are
disbursedinatimelymanner.

The revampedscheme is likely
to be launched before the PMAY-
U’sdeadlineofDecember2024.

For the first version of the
scheme,ademandassessmentwas
carriedout,forthenewscheme,the
targetof1crorehouseswasindica-
tive. In the nine years since its
launch, 84 lakh houses have been
completedandhandedover to the
beneficiaries under PMAY-U, the
ministrysaid inastatement.

MianAbdulQayoom

Revamped city
housing scheme
for EWS, LIG,
MIG soon

Former J&KBar head
arrested in 2020
murder of HC lawyer
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RELIGIOUSSLOGANS,ARGUMENTSONSOCIALISMASU.P.MPsSWORN IN

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, JUNE25

RELIGIOUSSLOGANSwerecoun-
tered with waving of the
Constitution.TributestoHindutva
iconswererespondedtowithar-
gumentsonSocialism.Amidslo-
gansreflectingtheirpoliticalalle-
giance or ideology, Tuesday’s
oath-taking of Lok SabhaMPs
fromUttarPradesh turned intoa
slugfestbetweentheTreasuryand
theOppositionbenches.

It startedwith CongressMP
fromSaharanpur,ImranMasood,
takinghisoathholdingacopyof
theConstitutionandendingitby
chanting “Jai Hind, Jai Bheem”.
Thesloganwaslaterrepeatedby
manySamajwadiPartyMPswho
also chanted “Samajwad
Zindabad”and“PDAZindabad”.

AnacronymcoinedbytheSP,
PDA stands for “pichhde” (back-
ward classes), Dalit and “alp-
sankhyak” (minorities). In a Lok
Sabhawhere theMayawati-led
BSP has no presence this time,
the chant underlined the SP’s
recognitionof the support it got
fromDalitsastheINDIAblocwon
43seatsagainst theNDA’s36.

For a change, theOpposition
benchesappeared tohavemore
heft and more noise than the

TreasurywhentheUPMPswere
taking oath. This was also be-
causeWestBengalMPstoowere
sitting in theHouse as they had
totakeoathafterUPmembers.

When the BJP MP from
Meerut, Arun Govil, was called
to take oath, the Treasury
benchesbrokeintochantsof“Jai
Shri Ram”. Govil, who took his
oath in Sanskrit, himself ended
hisoathwith theslogan.

To this, the Opposition
benchesrespondedbyshouting
“JaiAwadhesh”.Itwasareference
toSPMPAwadheshPrasadwho
shottopoliticalprominencefol-

lowing his victory from the
Faizabad seat, which includes
Ayodhya, where PMNarendra
ModiinauguratedtheRamtem-
ple in January. Prasad,whowas
seated in the front rowwith SP
chief Akhilesh Yadav, stood up
with folded hands to greet the
recognition.

Therewasmassivecheerfrom
theOppositionwhenRae Bareli
MPRahul Gandhi andAkhilesh
Yadavwere called to take oath.
WhileGandhiheld a red copyof
the Constitution, Yadav held a
blueone.SP’sEtawahMPJitendra
Dohare borrowed both copies

fromthetwoleaderswhenitwas
histimetotakeoath.

As Gandhi went on the
podium to take oath, Congress
MPs broke into loud slogans of
“Bharat Jodo, Bharat Jodo”.
Curiously, when Gandhi spoke,
theTreasurybenchesdidnotin-
terrupt him even once despite
his waving the Constitution at
themand ending the oathwith
“Jai Samvidhan”.

In contrast,whenModi took
oathonMonday,theOpposition
shouted slogans of “Save the
Constitution”.

Loudcheerswerealsoheard

when Amethi MP K L Sharma,
who defeated former Union
Minister Smriti Irani, came to
take oath. Gandhi particularly
looked very pleased to see
him and thumped the desk
enthusiastically.

First-time MP and Dalit
youth leader Chandrashekhar
Azad toodidnot shy away from
some political messaging. In a
House full of pristine white
kurta-pajamas, Azad came
dressedinabluebandhgalasuit,
thekind thatBRAmbedkarhas
beenassociatedwith.Holdinga
copy of the Constitution with

Ambedkar’spictureonthecover,
heendedhisoathwithchantsof
“Namo Buddhaya, Jai Bheem, Jai
Bharat, JaiSamvidhan,JaiMandal
…BharatiyaLoktantraZindabad”.

At least twoBJPMPs tried to
invoke Hindutva while taking
oath. BJP MP from Bareilly,
Chhatrapal Singh Gangwar,
ended his oathwith “Jai Hindu
Rashtra”, triggering strong
protests from the Opposition,
which said it was against the
Constitution to do so. The chair,
Faggan Singh Kulaste, said he
would look into thematter.

GhaziabadMPAtulGargwas
hootedatwhenheendedhisoath
with an ode to Hindutva icons
such as SyamaPrasadMookerji,
Deen Dayal Updhyaya and
chanted “Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Zindabad, Narendra Modi
Zindabad”.Ashewasleaving,amid
achorusofprotest,hereturnedto
add:“DrHedgewarZindabad”.

When two SP MPs, from
Rampur and Sambhal, read out
theiroathinchasteUrduandone
of them ended itwith “Inquilab
Zindabad”,BJPallyApnaDalMP
AnupriyaPatelurgedthechairto
stop such sloganeering during
oath-taking. At this, SP’s
Dharmendra Yadav said the
treasury had started it all and
must “nowlisten”.

Jai Shri Ram, Jai Samvidhan, Inquilab Zindabad:
LSoath-taking turns into sloganeering slugfest

TMC cold, INDIA
blocmay not press
for division in Lok
Sabha Speaker vote

(From left)BJPMPArunGovil, SamajwadiPartyMPAkhileshYadav,ASPMPChandrashekharAzad inLokSabha,Tuesday.PTI

WITHTHE INDIAbloc nominat-
ingtheCongress’sKODIKUNNIL
SURESH, theMP fromKerala’s
Mavelikkara, thestageisset fora
rare contest for the Lok Sabha
Speaker’s post. He spoke to
MANOJ C G about the Oppo-
sition’sdecisiontohaveacontest
fortheSpeaker’spostratherthan
choose a consensus candidate,
andhowthemoveislinkedtothe
Opposition’splay for theDeputy
Speaker’spost.Excerpts:

Whatpromptedyouto
contest for thepost?

We did not want to force a
contest. It isthegovernment’s ir-
responsibleattitudethathascre-
atedthissituation.Wehavebeen
sayingforsomedaysthatthegov-
ernment should follow conven-
tion andgive thepost of Deputy
Speaker to theOpposition. They
did not give the post to the
Oppositionbothin2014and2019
onthetechnicalgroundthatthere
wasnoOppositionpartywiththe
requisite numbers to claim the

LeaderofOppositionpost.Butthe
situationisdifferentnow.

Union Defence Minister
RajnathSinghspoketoCongress
president Mallikarjun Kharge
seeking support for the NDA’s
Speaker candidate. Kharge

clearlytoldhimthatthegovern-
ment should followparliamen-
tary convention and give the
Deputy Speaker’s post to the
Opposition, which is its right.
SinghtoldKhargethathewould
getback.But therewasnoword
fromthegovernment’s side.

CongressMPKCVenugopal
andtheDMK’sTRBaaluthenmet
(Rajnath)Singhandreaffirmedthe
position.All the seniorministers,
includingAmitShahandJPNadda,
wereinthatroom.ButSinghonce
again sought the support of
Oppositionandsaid theSpeaker
be elected first and the issue of
Deputy Speaker could be dis-
cussedlater.Thatresponsewasnot
satisfactoryforus.

Thegovernmentmaynot
havegivenanassurancebut it
hasalsonotsaid itwillnot
givetheDeputySpeakerpost
totheOpposition.Whythis
trustdeficit?

Ourexperiencehasbeenlike
that.Whathappenedinthecase

of the pro-tem Speaker? I was
thesenior-mostMP.Buttheydid
notconsiderme.

Lookatthetrackrecordofthis
government. They kept the
Deputy Speaker post vacant in
the17thLokSabha.In2014,they
appointedanMPfromoneofthe
friendly allies as the Deputy
Speaker.TheBJPgovernmenthas
been trying to ride roughshod
over the Opposition for the last
10years.So it is thegovernment
thathas forced this contest.Had
theytreatedtheOppositionwith
thedignity it deserves, this situ-
ationwouldnothavearisen.

Willyouwithdrawyour
nominationif government
givesanassuranceonthe
DeputySpeakerpost?

If government gives thepost
of Deputy Speaker or a clear as-
surance,thenIthinkacontestcan
beaverted. But it is theCongress
leadership and INDIA bloc that
willtakethecall. FULLREPORT
www.indianexpress.com

IN THE HOUSE
CongressLokSabhaMPRahulGandhiarrivesasTrinamoolCongressMPs lookonand(right) IndependentMPPappuYadav
at theParliamentHousecomplexonTuesday.PTI

KAMALDEEPSINGHBRAR
AMRITSAR, JUNE25

THELAST timeamember of the
Opposition frontwas Lok Sabha
Deputy Speakerwas under the
twoManmohan Singh-ledUPA
governments.While Charanjit
SinghAtwal, a leader of thenBJP
ally Akali Dal, was the Deputy
Speaker in 2004-09, the BJP’s
KariyaMundaheldthepost2009
to2014.

Under the first Narendra
Modi government, 2014-2019,
MThambiduraiof theAIADMK,
aparty seenas friendly towards
theBJP,wastheDeputySpeaker.
ThroughoutModi’ssecondterm,

Parliament did not have a
DeputySpeaker.

Now87 and in the BJP since
lastyear,Atwalsaysthatwhathe
remembers of his tenure, 20
years ago, was facing a tough
time fromtheOpposition—de-
spite being an MP from the
Opposition front.

AtwalrecallsthattheAkaliDal
hadeightMPsintheLokSabhain
2004, while the BJP had 138.
“Former Punjab chief minister
ParkashSinghBadal(thelateAkali
Dal chief) asked former PMAtal
Bihari Vajpayee and ex-home
minister Lal Krishna Advani to
pushmynameasDeputySpeaker.
BadalSeniortoldBJPleadersthat
itwouldsendagoodmessageas

the Congress had a Sikh,
ManmohanSingh,asthePM.”

After the NDA put forward
his name, Atwal told The Indian
Express, “TheCongressalsosup-
portedme.IwaselectedDeputy
Speakerunanimously.”

Oneofthebiggestcrisesdur-
ing his tenure came in August
2005. Mamata Banerjee, the
TMCchiefwhowas thenanMP
andpartoftheanti-Congressop-

position,hurledasheafofpapers
at the Speaker — when Atwal
wasintheChair—whenshewas
not allowed to raise the subject
of illegalBangladeshimigrants.

SaysAtwal: “ThenLokSabha
SpeakerSomnathChatterjeehad
deniedMamataBanerjeetheop-
portunitytoraisesomequestions.
Shetriedtoraise thesameques-
tionswhenIwasintheChair.But
itwouldhavesetabadprecedent
if Ihadallowedherasithadbeen
denied by Chatterjee. So I didn’t
allowherandshewalkedoutaf-
ter throwing the papers at the
Chair. The next day, the press
praisedmeformyconduct.”

He adds that Mamata too
“would have suffered conse-

quencespoliticallyinherstateif I
had takenaction”. “I ignoredher
behaviour and didn’t lose my
temper.”

Atwal again faced tempestu-
ousmoments inJuly2008when
OppositionMPssuddenlyflashed
bundlesofcurrencynotes,claim-
ingthesewerebeingdistributed
by government supporters to
bribeMPsaheadofthetrustvote
against the Manmohan Singh
government.Atwalwaspresiding
over the House when Ashok
Pradhanof theBJPwalked to the
tableof Parliament staff, accom-
paniedbya colleague, andwent
ontoplacetwoleatherbagsonthe
table andpull out bundles of Rs
100notes.Heclaimed theywere

part of the bribes. “It was Rs 3
crore...Itwasaverydifficultsitua-
tion.ButImanagedtoresumethe
Housesoonafter,”Atwalsays.

Atwalrecallsanotherincident
when then Finance Minister
PranabMukherjeeaskedhimifhe
would ratherhavesomeoneelse
intheChairastheBudgetdebate
happened. “Heasked if I foresaw
anyproblem.Iassuredhimthere
wouldbenoissueandtheBudget
waspassedwhileIwasinChair.”

OnwhethertheModigovern-
mentshouldfollowsuitlikeinhis
caseandpickamemberfromthe
OppositiontobeDeputySpeaker,
Atwalsteersclearofthequestion.
“Itisnotanylegalcompulsion(to
doso),butaconvention,”hesays.

NewDelhi: Amid protests from
the BJP, AIMIM chief and
Hyderabad MP Asaduddin
Owaisi said there was nothing
wrong with chanting “Jai
Palestine”inParliamentandthat
itwasnotagainstanyruleorpro-
visionof theConstitution.

“Isaid‘JaiBheem,JaiMeem,Jai
Telangana, Jai Filisteen
(Palestine)’. What provision of
theConstitutiondoes itviolate?
It is their (BJPMPs) to oppose,”
Owaisi saidwhile talking to re-
portersoutsideLokSabha.

Whenaskedwhathis inten-
tions were behind the slogan,
OwaisisaidPalestinianswerean
“oppressedpeople”.“Readwhat
MahatmaGandhihadsaidabout

Palestine,”hesaid.
In Lok Sabha when Owaisi

was called to take oath, there
were chants of “Jai Shri Ram”
fromtheTreasurybenches.“You
allknowwhattheyweresaying,”
Owaisi saidoutsideLokSabha.

Whilethechair,RadhaMohan
Singh, and pro-tem Speaker
BhatruhariMahtab saidonly the
oathwould go on record, there
were complaints made to
Parliamentary AffairsMinister
KirenRijiju. “Wedonothaveany
enmitywith Palestine...the only
issue is, while taking oath, is it
proper for anymember to raise
thesloganpraisinganothercoun-
try?Wewillhavetocheckrules,”
PTIquotedRijijuassaying. ENS

VIKASPATHAK
NEWDELHI, JUNE25

WITHTHEOppositionusingthe
Constitution to target the gov-
ernment, theBJPonTuesdayre-
called the imposition of
Emergency to hit back at the
Congress.

In posts on X to mark the
49thanniversaryofEmergency,
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
said “those who imposed the
Emergencyhavenorighttopro-
fess their love for our
Constitution”.

“These are the same people
whohaveimposedArticle356on
innumerableoccasions,gotaBill
to destroy press freedom, de-
stroyed federalismand violated
everyaspectoftheConstitution...
Themindsetwhichledtotheim-
positionoftheEmergencyisvery
much alive among the same
party which imposed it. They
hide their disdain for the
Constitution through their to-
kenism but the people of India
have seen through their antics
andthatiswhytheyhaverejected
themtimeandagain,”hesaid.

“The Congress crushed the
spiritofourConstitutionseveral
timesforthesakeofmaintaining
a certain family in power. Indira
Gandhiunleashedruthlessatroc-
ities on the people of India dur-
ing Emergency,” Union Home
MinisterAmitShahpostedonX.

Targeting Congress leader
RahulGandhi,Shahsaidthe“yu-
vraj” had forgotten that his
grandmother,IndiraGandhi,had
imposedtheEmergencyandhis
father, Rajiv Gandhi, said in
Parliament that “there is noth-
ingwrongwithanEmergency”.

Addressing party workers,
BJP president andUnionHealth
Minister J P Nadda praised the-
roleof theRSSandJanaSanghin
theanti-Emergencymovement.
“Whenitcametodefendingthe
country,ourswayamsevaks,our
people of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh, did their
utmost,” he said. “As many as
1,40,000 people were arrested
underMISAandDefenceof India

Rules. Among them, 75,000-
80,000 people were from our
ideology—RSS and Jana Sangh.
There are lakhs of such families
that sacrificed everything.”

Hisacknowledgementof the
RSS's role comes close on the
heels of his earlier comments in
aninterviewtoTheIndianExpress.
AskedhowRSS-BJPrelationshad
changed over time, Nadda had
said: “Shurumein hum aksham
honge,thodakumhonge,RSSkiza-
roorat padti thi…Aaj hum badh
gaye hain, sakshamhai… toh BJP
apneaapkochalatihai(Inthebe-
ginning,wewouldhavebeenless
capable, smallerandneededthe
RSS. Today,we have grown and
we are capable. The BJP runs it-
self).That’s thedifference.”

After the Lok Sabha election
results, RSS Sarsanghchalak
MohanBhagwathadflaggedthe
lossofmaryada(decorum)inthe
campaign, saying that a true se-
vak does not have ahankar (ar-
rogance) and works without
causinghurt toothers.

Recalling the Emergency,
Nadda said: “Because of sacri-
fices made at that time, our
democracystandsstrongtoday...
Asmany as 9,000 people were
arrestedinonenight.Nopromi-
nent Opposition leader was
spared, be it Morarji Desai,
Mohan Dharia, Vajpayee ji,
Advani ji. They stayed in jail for
19months,only forraisingtheir
voices fordemocracy.”

“Peoplewere scared to even
talkinsidetheirhomes.Colleges
lookedlikecantonments.Myen-
tire classwas arrested twice for
raising the slogan of 'Inquilab
Zindabad'. Entire cricket and
football teamswere picked up
from college and dropped 20
kilometresawayfromthecityfor
raisingsuchslogans.Butnobody
broke ranks. Therewere satya-
grahas each day. The media
faced censorship... We used to
quietly circulate pamphlets at
night so as to knowwhat was
happening...Rahul(Gandhi)has
read very little history... In 1977,
democracywasrestoredandthe
autocratic government lost,”
Naddasaid.

Recalling Emergency,
BJP targets Cong: Has
no right to profess
love for Constitution

BJPchief JPNaddaatthepartyofficeonTuesday.PraveenKhanna

NDA’s Dy Speaker under UPA, Atwal recalls tough times fromOpp
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If govt gives post of Dy Speaker or a clear
assurance, contest can be averted: Suresh
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DEEPTIMANTIWARY
&RAVIKBHATTACHARYA
NEWDELHI, JUNE25

WITH THE Trinamool Congress
(TMC)keepingtheINDIAblocon
tenterhooksover supporting its
candidate for the Lok Sabha
Speaker’s post, claiming it had
notbeen“consulted”, therewas
a senseat ameetingheldby the
alliance on Tuesday evening to
not push for a division on the
voteandtoagreetoavoicevote.

Sources said itwasSP leader
Ram Gopal Yadav who sug-
gestedthattheissuemustnotgo
tovotingas the INDIAblocdoes
not have the numbers – a view
said tobesharedbytheTMC.

At themeeting, which was
attended by TMC MPs Derek
O’Brien and Kalyan Banerjee, a
consensus was also reached
amongINDIAblocmembers for
better coordination on such is-
sues.CongressMPRahulGandhi
had a 20-minute-long tele-
phonic conversationwith TMC
supremoMamataBanerjee.

However, till late Tuesday,
theTMChadnotmade its stand
onbacking the INDIAcandidate
clear, with sources saying the
partywilltakeadecisiononlyby
9.30amWednesday.

Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge and general secretary K
CVenugopalwerepresentatthe
meeting,alongwithrepresenta-
tivesof otherallianceparties,

Earlier Tuesday, after the
NDA renominated Om Birla,
whowastheSpeakerinthe17th
Lok Sabha, for the post, INDIA
announced it was putting up
eight-time Congress MP K
Suresh. After Suresh filed his
nomination papers, just before
the deadline ended, TMC lead-
erssuggestedthatthepartyhad
notbeenconsultedontheissue.

TheCongressdeniedthis,saying
it had called the TMC before
making themove.

Taking a dig at Rahul, a sen-
iorTMCleadersaid:“Wewon29
seats on our own in West
Bengal... we were not a part of
the INDIA alliance then. So,
Rahul Gandhi shouldn’t have
made a khata khat announce-
ment,withoutconsultingus.”

SourcessaidtheTMCfeltthat
a contest for the Speaker’s post
would expose the Opposition’s
inadequate numbers and the
chinks in the INDIAarmour.

TheNDA,too,islearnttohave
reachedouttoMamata.Sources
said DefenceMinister Rajnath
SinghcalledMamataTuesdayaf-
ternoon. “The two spoke about
the issue of the Speaker and
about the Opposition fielding a
candidateagainsttheBJP'snom-
inee,” aTMCleader said.

OnCongressclaimsthatacall
hadbeenmadetotheTMClead-
ership before the announce-
ment, the leader said it came
around 11.50 am – 10minutes
before the filing of nomination
fortheSpeaker’spostwastoend.
“Ifyouwishtoinvitemeforyour
daughter’swedding,youcan’tbe
callingmeonthemorningofthe
wedding,” the leader said.

TMC leaders inBengal slam-
med the “unilateral decision”by
theCongressandsaidMamatawas
“upset”. Sources close to theCM
saidshewastakenby“surprise”.

In the afternoon Tuesday,
TMC national general secretary
andMPAbhishekBanerjeeheld
ameetingofallpartyparliamen-
tarians at Parliament House
wheretheSpeakerissuewasdis-
cussed, with the final decision
left toMamata.

In the Lok Sabha, Rahul per-
sonallyreachedouttoAbhishek.
Rahul was engaged in a chat
withhimlasting15minutes.

Growingsenseadivisionmayexpose
Oppdoesnothaveadequatenumbers

OppositionMPs inLokSabhaonTuesday.PTI

Owaisi raises Palestine,
BJP members protest





EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
DEHRADUN, JUNE25

AMID CONCERNS raised by
Uttarakhand residents over the
ongoingtreefellingfordevelop-
ment projects in the state, CM
Pushkar Singh Dhami Tuesday
requestedPMNarendraModito
approve current forestland
transferproposals.Thisapproval
iscrucial fortoproceedwiththe
compensatory plantations re-
quired fordevelopment.

Dhami requested the PM to
consider the special geographi-
cal condition of Uttarakhand,
where the Central government
anditsagenciesarestrugglingto
findsuitablelandforcompensa-
tory plantations necessary for
roadconstructionprojects.

ThecurrentForestConservati-
on andDevelopment Rules and
Guidelines, 2023 stipulate only
non-forest land can be used for
constructionpurposes.Also,these

rules allow for compensatory
plantations on twice the forest-
landarearecordedbytherevenue
departmentbutnotunderthefor-
estdepartment'scontrol.
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‘SELECTIVE’ OPPOSITION?
HISSLOGANduringoath-takingexpungedfromHouserecords,
AIMIMchiefAsaduddinOwaisitoldreportersoutsideParliament
thathehadhailedPalestine.BJPmembershadprotestedOwaisi's
slogan but the party’sMP and former Tripura chiefminister
BiplabKumarDebhadadifferentcomplaintagainstit.Whenhe
cametothepodiumtotakeoath,Debextendedgreetingstoall
thenewlyelectedMPs.SomeOppositionMPsprotestedagainst
this andasked theChair todirectDeb to stick tohis oathonly.
Later,theBJPleaderpointedoutthattheCongressMPsremained
silentwhenOwaisiraisedslogans.Hesaidhenowplansto“ex-
posethehypocrisy”of theCongressinParliament.

RAISING THE BAR
ANATTEMPTbyacounseltoseekafreshdateinacasebyinvok-
ingtheBarpresidentirkedaSupremeCourtbenchcomprising
JusticesASOkaandRajeshBindal Tuesday.As thebenchwas
dictatingitsorder, thecounselurgedittogiveafreshdatesay-
ing the Bar presidentwill argue thematter. Clearly annoyed,
JusticeOkaaskedifhewasundertheimpressionthatthecourt
willbedeterredbyhissubmissionthattheBarpresidentisgo-
ingtoargue?ThejudgesaidwhenhewasamemberoftheBar,
hewastoldthatoneshouldstudythejudgebeforemakingany
statements.JusticeBindalwonderedifthecounselwasthreat-
eningthebench.Thecourteventuallydismissedtheplea.

ANJUAGNIHOTRICHABA
&NAVJEEVANGOPAL
JALANDHAR,CHANDIGARH,
JUNE25

ASECTIONofseniorSADleaders
Tuesday revolted against
SukhbirSinghBadal,andpassed
a resolutiondemanding that he
should stepdownasparty chief
followingtheAkaliDal'sdebacle
in theLokSabhaelections.

The rebel leaders met in
Jalandharwhen Badalmet dis-
trict presidents and other lead-
ers in Chandigarh to review the
party's show in the Lok Sabha
polls.

After a five-hourmeeting at
AS Farm in Jalandhar, the rebels
announcedthata“SADbachao”
movementwould be launched
from July 1. The party, however,
called the rebel leaders “frus-
trated elements sponsored by
theBJP”toweakentheAkaliDal.

After the meeting in
Jalandhar, senior Akali leader
PremSinghChandumajraurged
Badaltoacknowledgethesenti-
ments of partyworkers and re-
signandhandover thepost toa
personwho can strengthen the

AkaliDalandmaintainabalance
betweenpoliticsandreligion.

Othersenior leaderspresent
at themeeting included former
ShiromaniGurdwaraPrabandak
Committeechief Bibi JagirKaur,
former minister Parminder
Singh Dhindsa, former MLAs
Sikander Singh Maluka and
Surjit SinghRakhra.

The meeting in Jalandhar
Tuesday was the third such
where voices of rebellionwere
raised. Sources said that thede-
mandforachangeof leadership
was first raised during the core

committee meeting in
Chandigarhon June14.

Chandumajrasaid,“Today,we
have united to address serious
concerns over theAkali Dal's re-
cent poll debacle. It's imperative
to implement changes thatwill
revive our former stature. Akali
DalArshtonFarashteaaGaya(The
Akali Dal has plummeted from
the heights to the ground).We
will seek forgiveness for thepast
mistakesandshortcomingsatthe
AkalTakhtonJuly1,”hesaid.

Maluka added, “We dis-
cussedtheparty'spositionfrom

2017 to 2024 and decided that
Badal should voluntarily step
downfromthepost.”

InChandigarh,Badalchaired
a simultaneousmeetingwhere
a resolution hailing him and
reposing full faith in his leader-
shipwaspassed.

Badal loyalists Balwinder
Singh Bhunder, Maheshinder
SinghGrewal andDaljeet Singh
Cheematurned theheatondis-
gruntled leaders, trashing the
chorus for removal of Badal as
AkaliDal chief asof “novalue”.

After themeeting, Cheema
read out a resolution in which
party leaders hailed Sukhbir
Badal for his “clear-headed, far-
sightedandresoluteleadership”.

When asked, Badal said, “I
hadcategoricallyclarifiedtocore
committeebeforetheLokSabha
electionsthatIcan’tbeapartyto
anunprincipledalliancewiththe
BJP. As president of a party the
Sikh community has always
calleditsown,Icouldn’thavebe-
trayed the Panth, the farmers,
thepoorandthedeprived.Those
ready to betray the Panth,
Punjab, farmers and the de-
privedsectionsarefreetofollow
their course.”

DIVYAA
NEWDELHI, JUNE25

CHINESE AMBASSADOR Xu
Feihong called upon External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
Tuesday, exchanging views on
bilateral ties that have been
strained for four years in the
wake of the LAC transgressions
andGalwanclashes in2020.

“Received Ambassador of
China Xu Feihong this evening.
Discussedourbilateral relation-
shipandourcommoninterestin
its stabilisation and progress,”
JaishankarpostedonXafter the
meeting. Besides discussing
India-China relations, Feihong
said that discussionswere also
heldonother issuesof common
interest while adding that the
aimistopushforwardthedevel-

opment of bilateral relations in
the right direction. Feihongwas
senttoIndialastmonth,after18
months of China not having an
Ambassador in India.

“HonouredtocallonExternal
AffairsMinister S Jaishankar to-
day,”saidFeihongTuesday.“We
exchangedviewsonChina-India
relations and other issues of

commoninterest…”
Last week, China had ex-

pressed“strongconcern”overthe
visit of a high-levelUSCongress
delegation to Dharamshala to
meettheDalaiLama.Abipartisan
USCongressional delegation, led
byHouse Foreign Affairs Com-
mitteeChairmanMichaelMcCa-
ulis, had visited India to streng-
then bilateral ties andmeet the
Tibetanspiritual leader.

However, India reiterated its
stanceonHisHoliness’position,
emphasising his “revered” sta-
tus and the respect accorded to
himbythe Indianpeople.

Earlier thismonth, after PM
Modi won his third successive
term, the Chinese Foreign
Ministry had protested the ex-
change of messages between
Taiwan President Lai Ching-te
andModiafter thepoll results.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning had
said India “has diplomatic rela-
tionswithChina.Chinaopposes
all forms of official interactions
betweentheTaiwanauthorities
andcountrieshavingdiplomatic
relationswithChina.”

With an estimated 50,000-
60,000 troops posted on either
sideof theIndia-Chinaborderin
eastern Ladakh for almost four
years now, India has advocated
findingafairandreasonableout-
cometotheissue,whichdoesn’t
changethestatusquoattheLAC.

SpeakingattheExpressAdda
in March, Jaishankar had said
the situation is “very tense and
dangerous” and that it’s in the
common interest of both coun-
tries to not have “that many
forces on the Line of Actual
Control (LAC)”.

Jaishankar, Chinese envoy hold talks on bilateral
ties, common interest in stabilisation & progress

ANANDMOHANJ
BHOPAL, JUNE25

THEMADHYA Pradesh Cabinet
on Tuesday decided that state
ministers would pay their own
income tax on salaries and al-
lowances, striking down a 1972
rule underwhich the state gov-
ernmentpaid it for them.

Urban Administration
Minister Kailash Vijayvargiya
saidthemovewassuggestedby
CM Mohan Yadav during the
Cabinetmeeting.

“TheCMproposedthatmin-
isters should pay their own in-
cometaxesonallowances,rath-
er than the state government
covering these taxes. The Cab-
inethasdecided toend thepro-
vision allowing the state to pay
these taxes,”Vijayvargiyasaid.

The Congress criticised the
move, with party’s state presi-
dentJituPatwarisayingthegov-
ernment should actually be
curbingwastefulexpenditureon
“purchasing aeroplanes, deco-
rating official bungalows, and
buying luxurycars”.

Accordingtosection9Kofthe
MadhyaPradeshMinisters(Salary
andAllowances)Act,“Noincome
taxshallbeleviedonanyMinister,
MinisterofState,DeputyMinister,
orParliamentarySecretaryforall
allowances payable to them, for

the facility of a furnished resi-
denceprovidedwithoutpayment
of rent, and for other perquisites
permissible to themunder this
Act.”“Theincometax,asapplica-
ble, shall bepayable by the State
Government at themaximum
rate payable by a Minister,
MinisterofState,DeputyMinister,
or Parliamentary Secretary,” the
Actread.

OfficialsfromtheFinancede-
partment said the lawwas en-
acted toensure “ministers from
poor backgrounds did not have
tobear incometaxburden”.

With an end to this practice,
officialssaidtherewouldbe“di-
rect financial savings for the
state”, leading to “better alloca-
tionofresourcestowardsdevel-
opment projects and public
services”.

An official said, “Ministers
paying their owntaxes fosters a
culture of responsibility and
alignswith public expectations
of transparency in governance.
This will also reduce unneces-
sary expenditure from the state
Budget...”

There are other states that
haveinthepastamendedprovi-
sionsexemptingministersfrom
paying tax. In 2019, the UP
Cabinet decided to amend the
law that exempted the CM and
other ministers from paying
theirownincometax.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,JUNE25

THEUTTARPradeshgovernment
Tuesday approved a proposal
fromtheTataSonstobuildamu-
seumoftemplesinAyodhyafrom
itscorporatesocial responsibility
(CSR)fund.

TobecalledtheIndianTemple
Museum, itwill bebuilt at a cost
of Rs 650 crore in Manjha
JamtharavillageinSadartehsilof
Ayodhya. Another Rs 100 crore
willbespentondevelopingbasic
infrastructureatthesite.

ProvidingdetailsofUPcabinet
approval of Tata Sons proposal,
state TourismMinister Jaiveer
Singh said land for themuseum
will be provided on a 90-year
leasebythetourismdepartment
atRe1ayear.AccordingtotheUP
government,thestatecabinetap-
proved theproposal to signa tri-
partiteMoU involving theUnion
Ministry of Culture, UP govern-
ment andTata Sons tobuild and
runthetemplemuseum.

The UP Principal Secretary,
Culture, has been authorised to
signtheMoUonbehalfofthestate
government.

Thecabinetalsodecided that
theCMwilltakefurtherdecisions
relatedtotheproject.

Accordingtothestategovern-
ment, the involvement of Tata
Sonswillhelpbuildthemuseum
underskilledobservation. Anes-
timated 2-4 lakh tourists have
beenvisitingAyodhyadaily ever
sincetheJanuary22consecration
ceremonyattheRamtemple.

PTIadds:Otherproposalsap-
provedduring thecabinetmeet-
ing included the launch of heli-
copter services in Lucknow,
Prayagraj andKapilvastu under
the PPPmodel by building heli-
pads,Singhsaid.

Thecabinetalsoclearedapro-
posaltodevelopdormantheritage
buildings into tourist spots, the
ministersaid.KothiRoshanDulha
inLucknow,Barsana JalMahal in
MathuraandShuklaTalab(pond)
inKanpurwereselectedfordevel-
opmentastouristspots,hesaid.

UttarakhandChiefMinisterPushkarSinghDhamiand
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi inNewDelhi,Monday.ANI

MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI, JUNE25

AGAINST THE backdrop of an
uptick in terror attacks, the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) plans to raiseMountain
Battalions in J&K, startingwith
training the existing battalions
inmountainwarfaretoimprove
their operational efficiency, The
IndianExpresshas learnt.

On June 16, Union Home
MinisterAmitShahhadchaireda
high-levelmeetingatNorthBlock
toreviewthesecuritysituationin
J&K and take stock of prepared-
nessfortheAmarnathYatra,setto
begin on June 29. National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval and
LieutenantGovernorManojSinha
wereamongthoseinattendance.

The CRPF is learnt to have
highlightedduring themeeting
its proposal to create 659 posts
for their Mountain Battalions.
“Aftermonitoring their (terror-
ists’) regular activities, it has
been observed that over a pe-
riod, they havemoved fromur-
banareastotheterrainof forests
athigherreaches.Sincetheyare
changingtheirmodusoperandi,
security establishments also
have to reinvigorate their plans
as per the current scenario,” a
seniorofficial said.

J&KZoneisoneof thelargest
zonesundertheCRPF’sjurisdic-
tion, comprising six sectors
where80operationalbattalions
aredeployed.

OnJune24,inacommunica-
tion to the J&K range, it was in-
formedthattheCRPFDGhasin-
structed that work begin on

raisingMountain Battalions to
conduct operations in higher
reaches. “For a start, an existing
battalion may be trained in
mountainwarfare.Forstrength-
ening of intelligence setup, the
proposalofcreationof659posts
is under active consideration in
theMinistryofHomeAffairsand
onceapproved,will address the
concerns.Furthermore,propos-
als for long term – four to five
years–communityengagement
programmes should be pre-
paredbythezones,whichwould
beforwardedtotheMHAforap-
proval,”anofficialsaid,citingthe
communication.

Themeeting at North Block
follows a spurt in violence in
Jammu.OnJune9,ninepilgrims
werekilledand33injuredwhen
abusferryingthemwasattacked
inReasi. Later, aCRPF jawanand
twomilitants were killed and
sevensecuritypersonnelinjured
in three separate encounters in
DodaandKathuadistricts.

At a meeting later, PM
NarendraModi directed senior
officials to ensure the “deploy-
ment of the full spectrum” of
“counter-terror capabilities”.

Sources said that during the
meeting on Jammu, it was de-
cidedthatapartfromgenerating
robustintelligenceandstrength-
eningtheanti-infiltrationgridon
the Jammuborder (most recent
attacksinJammuhavebeencar-
ried out by terrorists from
Pakistan), there needs to be a
greater presence of police and
securityforcesontheground.“A
comprehensive plan has been
prepared to increase boots on
the ground and havemore pa-
trolling,” saidaseniorofficial.

CRPF plans to raise
mountain battalions
to fight terror in J&K

SUJITBISOYI
BHUBANESWAR,JUNE25

OFFICIALS OF Odisha govern-
ment’s general administration
department Tuesday inspected
the premises of a government
quarters in Bhubaneswar allot-
ted to former BJDMLA Pranab
Prakash Das, following which
two structures there were de-
molished.

Sourcessaidthequarters, lo-
catedintheheartof thecity,was
allotted to Das, who was also
BJD’sorganisational secretary.

Das, whowielded influence
inthepreviousBJDgovernment,
islearnttohaveconstructedtwo
multi-storey structures, includ-
ing anunderground floor, at his
officialresidence.AftertheBJD’s
defeat,hewasaskedbythegov-
ernment tovacate thequarters.

However,thedemolition, in-
volving20people,startedbefore
hecouldvacate thepremises.

“Wehaveinspectedthequar-
ters.Therehavebeennochanges
intheconstructionoftheoriginal
quarters. Two large steel struc-
tureswere constructedwithin
the premises, which have been
razed. It’s not clearwhether he
had taken permission from the
state government to build such
structureswithintheofficialres-
idence.Wewill have to verify,”
said SangramRai Sardar, addi-
tionaldirector,GAdepartment.

The official said if the con-
struction is illegalandunautho-
rised, stepswill be taken as per
law.

Responding to the allega-
tions, Das, in a videomessage,
said,“AsIwastheorganisational
secretaryof theBJD,manyparty
workersandleaderswouldvisit
thequarters tomeetme.Atem-
porarystructurewasbuilt toac-
commodatethemrespectfully.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE25

AHEAD OF the Shanghai
CooperationOrganisation (SCO)
summit in Astana, PrimeMini-
ster Narendra Modi spoke to
Kazakhstan President Kassym-
JomartTokayevTuesday,convey-
ing India’s full support for the
successof theevent.

There is no official word yet
on India’s representation at the
summit, which is being hosted
byKazakhstanon July3-4.

“Had a good conversation
with President of Kazakhstan
Kassym-JomartTokayev.Thanked
himforwarmwishesonthesuc-
cess in the elections. Reiterated
thecommitment toadvanceour
Strategic Partnership with
Kazakhstan,”Modi said in apost
onXTuesday.

“Conveyed India’s full sup-

port for the success of the up-
comingSCOSummit,”hesaid.

Duringtheconversation,the
twoleadersreiteratedtheircom-
mitmenttocontinuetoworkto-
gether toadvancebilateral stra-
tegic partnerships, said a
statementbythePMOfollowing
theconversationoverthephone.

Tokayev also extended his
wishes to PM for getting re-
elected for a third consecutive
term.“PresidentTokayevwarmly
congratulatedthePrimeMinister
on the successful conduct of the
largestdemocraticexerciseinthe
worldandhisre-electionforahis-
toric third consecutive term. The
PrimeMinister thankedhim for
hiswarm felicitations,” said the
PMOrelease.

“Reiterated the commitment
to advance our Strategic Partne-
rshipwithKazakhstan,” said the
PMOstatement, adding the two
leadersagreedtoremainintouch.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE25

THE APPOINTMENTS Commi-
ttee of the Cabinet Tuesday ap-
provedtherepatriationof1990-
batch Odisha cadre IAS officer
andUnionAgricultureSecretary
ManojAhujatohisparentcadre.
InFebruary2022,Ahujawasap-
pointedOSDintheDepartment
of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare. He took over as
SecretaryonMarch31,2022.

The DoPT order said: “The
AppointmentsCommitteeofthe
Cabinet has approved rep-
atriationofShriManojAhuja,IAS
(OR:90), Secretary, Department
ofAgriculture&FarmersWelfare
tohisparentcadreontherequest
ofGovernmentofOdisha.”

Sources said he may be
namedOdishaChief Secretary.

MPministers to pay
own income tax, govt
won’t do it for them

UP clears Tata Sons
proposal for temple
museum in Ayodhya

Ahead of SCOmeet,Modi
speaks toKazakh President

Before he could
vacate premises,
demolition at
govt quarters of
former BJDMLA

ExternalAffairsMinisterS JaishankarandChinese
AmbassadorXuFeihong inNewDelhi,Tuesday.PTI

UnionAgri Secy
repatriated to
Odisha cadre

ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA, JUNE25

IN THE wake of Britannia
Industries Limited announcing
thatall120-oddpermanentem-
ployees at its Taratala factory in
Kolkata have accepted the VRS
(voluntary retirement scheme)
offer, theWest Bengal govern-
ment on Tuesday said talks of
theleadingIndianmultinational
foodproducts company leaving
thestatewereunfounded.

“BritanniaisnotleavingWest
Bengal. It ispoliticallymotivated
propaganda that the food com-
pany is leaving the state. They
(Britannia Industries) are very
much inWest Bengal and soon
their delegationwill come and
talk with the government on
how to increase their strength
here,” former FinanceMinister

and Chief Economic Advisor to
theWest Bengal government,
AmitMitra, saidTuesday.

At Nabanna, Mitra said he
spoke with MD of Britannia
Industries,VarunBerry,whotold
him the company was “fully
committed” toWestBengal.

“The company toldmeBrita-
nnia as a company is fully com-
mitted toWest Bengal and they
have not stopped production.
Today itself, the company pro-
duced biscuits worth Rs 1,200
crore,”Mitrasaid.

“Its(Britannia’s)registeredof-
ficewillstayinKolkata.Theshare-
holders'meetingswillcontinueto

takeplaceinKolkata,”headded.
Britannia’sTaratalafactory,es-

tablished in1947,wasoneof the
oldestinthecompany'sportfolio.

At its Taratala factory,which
reportedlyceasedproductionin
May this year, 122 permanent
employees and approximately
250 contractual staff worked,
many of them have beenwith
the factory foroveradecade.

Sources said the Britannia
Industriesmanagement has of-
fered Rs 13 lakh to employees
withupto5yearsand11months
of remaining job tenure, Rs18.5
lakh for employeeswith 6 to 10
years of remaining tenure, and
Rs 22.25 lakh for those with
more than10years remaining.

While the 120-odd perma-
nentstaffhaveacceptedtheVRS
offer,thecompanyhasnotstated
whatwill be the fate of the fac-
toryafter their exit.

Chief
Economic
Advisor toCM
AmitMitra. File

Badal faces rebellion, section of
leaders asks him to quit as chief

AtameetingofSADrebel leaders inJalandhar,Tuesday.Express

Govt: Britannia not leaving Bengal,
politicallymotivated propaganda

OPP BONHOMIE
AFTERTAKINGoathasaLokSabhamemberonTuesday,Azad
Samaj Party (Kanshi Ram) chief Chandrashekhar Azad first
shook handswith Samajwadi Party (SP) president Akhilesh
Yadav,whowassittinginthefrontrowwithotherOpposition
members. Theexchangeof greetingsbetween the two lead-
ersissignificantasAzadhadearlierwishedtocontesttheLok
Sabha election fromNagina seat in alliancewith the INDIA
bloc, but the SP had denied his request. He then contested
fromtheseatonhisownanddefeatedcandidatesoftheSP,the
BJP and the BSP. His efforts for an alliance with the SP had
failedduring the2022UPAssemblypolls too.Azadhadthen
accused Akhilesh of “insulting” him and “sidelining” the
ScheduledCastes.

Dhami urges PM to greenlight
forestland transfer proposals
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OMKARGOKHALE
MUMBAI, JUNE25

THE BOMBAY High Court
Tuesday ordered release of the
minor accused in Pune Porsche
crashcaseandallowedahabeas
corpus plea seeking the quash-
ing of remand orders sending
himtoanobservationhome.

Observing that the custody
orremandorderswerepassedin
“absolutely illegal andmechan-
icalmanner” andwithout juris-
diction, the High Court said the
minor shall beunder thesuper-
vision of his paternal auntwho
shallensurecomplianceofdirec-
tions issued by the Juvenile
JusticeBoard(JJB)torehabilitate
him. “We allow the habeas cor-
pus and order his release,” the
court said.

“The outcry, as a knee-jerk
reaction to the accident, result-
ing into a clarion call of ‘see the
accused’sactionandnothisage’,
willhavetobeoverlookedupon
assimilating that the Child in
Conflict of Law (CCL) is a child
under the Juvenile Justice (Care
and Protection of Children) Act,
2015 being under 18 years and
regardlessof his crime, hemust
receive the same treatment,
which every other child in con-
flict with law is entitled to re-
ceive, as the purpose of the Act
of2015istoensurethatchildren
who come in conflict with law
aredealtwithseparatelyandnot
likeadults,”thebenchobserved.

It added, “Though the acci-
dent caused by the CCL is the
mosthapless incidentandade-
mand is made by the prosecu-
tiontoaccusehimof ‘heinousof-
fence’ and try him as adult,
whichmay receive due consid-
erationasperlaw,wearebound
bytheschemeformulatedbythe
legislature, for ensuring that all

resources are mobilised... for
promoting the well-being of
childrenby facilitating their de-
velopment andbyproviding an
inclusive...environment, to re-
duce the vulnerabilities they
may face, and also the need for
interventionunder thisAct.”

In lightof this, thecourt said
that it “permitted benefit con-
ferred by the special legislation
tobeavailedbytheCCL”andal-
lowedthehabeascorpuspleaal-
lowinghisreleasefromobserva-
tion home, where he was
detained, “despite being re-
leasedonbailbyavalidlypassed
orderby the JJBonMay19.”

The HC quashed the im-
pugned orders of May 22 and
June4passedbythemagistrate,
JJB, Pune sending theCCL inob-
servationhome.

Thecourt clarified that as the
“rehabilitation and reintegration
of thechild in thesociety isapri-
mary object of the Act of 2015”
andbecauseoforderspassedbe-
inginanobservationhome,ifheis
referred to apsychologist or un-
dergoing therapieswith the de-
addiction centre, same shall be
continuedandheshallparticipate
insuchsessions.Thecourtsaidhe
shall continue to remain in his
homeoranysafeplaceaspercon-
ditionsimposedinMay19bailor-
der.Thebench said that “though
themanner inwhich the entire
situationhasbeenhandledbythe
respondentsincludingtheinves-
tigationwing,”itcan“onlyexpress
dismay...bydescribingthewhole
approachasanunfortunate inci-
dent.”Itsaidthe“futurecourseof
action tobe chartered shall be in
accordancewith existing provi-
sions of law...” In the early hours
of May 19, the juvenilewas al-
legedlydrivingaPorscheatavery
high speed inan inebriated state
when the vehicle crashed into a
bike,killingtwopeopleinPune.

Nearly 50% Indians less active than recommended: WHO

AVANEESHMISHRA
DEHRADUN, JUNE25

AWOMAN and her two nieces
died and her daughter was in-
jured after an Assistant Block
DevelopmentOfficer(ABDO)al-
legedly ran them overwith his
car in Uttarakahnd’s Tehri
GarhwalonMonday.

Policesaidalcoholwasfound
in the blood sample taken from
Jakhnidhar ABDO Devi Prasad
Chamoli. Chamoli was subse-
quently suspended on the in-
struction of Chief Minister
PushkarSinghDhami.

“It is confirmed that the ac-
cused was drunk behind the
wheel when he hit the victims.
The blood samples of the ac-
cusedbeenfoundpositiveforal-
cohol,” said New Tehri Police
SHOYogendraGusain.

Apolicecomplaintfiledbythe
husbandofthedeceasedwoman
said, “OnMonday around 7.30
pm,mywifeReenaNegi(34),my
daughterAradhya(10)andnieces
Agrima (10) andAnvita (7)were
walkingontheroadsidenearthe
house at Bouradi, New Tehri,
when a person named Devi
Prasad who is ADBO of
Jakhnidhar, in adrunken state…
drivinghiscarveryfastandcare-
lessly, intentionally hitmywife,
daughterandnieceswithhiscar.”

Following the complaint, an
FIRwasregisteredunderIPCsec-
tions 279 (rashdriving or riding
on a publicway), 304 (culpable
homicidenotamountingtomur-
der),and337(causinghurtbyen-
dangering life or personal safety
ofothers).Reena'sdaughterwho
was also injured in themishap
waslaterreleasedfromhospital.

MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW,JUNE25

ELEVEN MEN, including the
head of a village, were arrested
in Kushinagar district of Uttar
Pradesh recently after a video
purportedlyshowingagroupof
people offering namaz on gov-
ernmentlandinTurkahavillage
onEidsurfacedonsocialmedia.
Theprayerswereoffereddespite
directions from the Kushinagar
district administration and po-
liceprohibitinganyactivitieson
theproperty.

Amongthearrested,nineare
Muslims,andtwoothers,includ-
ingthe46-year-oldvillageprad-
hanKedarYadav, areHindus.

Kushinagar SP Dhawal
Jaiswal confirmed the incident.
Neeraj Rai, the then SHO of
Khaddapolicestation(thejuris-
dictional police station), Om
Prakash Yadav, Sub-Inspector,
and Mohan Singh, Constable,
were removed on charges of
negligence and attached to the
ReservedPoliceLines,headded.

Yadav’s son ShivKumar said
a dispute over the government
landwasongoingandthedistrict
administration and police had
prohibited any activities on the
plot concerned. “Without our
knowledge, a group of people
held a prayer session on Eid
(June17).Wefoundoutabout it
whenavideowentviralonline .
Thepolicearrestedmyfatherfor
notstoppingthemfromoffering
the prayer,” he said.The case
againsttheaccusedwasfiledun-
der Section 153-A (promoting
enmity between different
groups) of the IPC, said SHO
JitendraTandon.

Bengaluru:Asecond case of sex-
ual assault casewas registered
against JD(S)MLCSuraj Revanna
— theelder brother of sexual as-
sault-accusedPrajwalRevanna—
basedonacomplaintbyoneofhis
closeassociatesinHolenarasipura
ruralpolicestationinKarnataka’s
HassanonTuesday,saidpolice.

The30-year-oldcomplainant
isaworkerofJD(S)fromsixyears.
Significantly, the complainant is
alsoanaccusedinthefirstsexual
assault case filed against Suraj
Revannabya27-year-oldworker
of theparty.

According to the complaint,
thevictimwasallegedlysexually

assaulted for the first time dur-
ingCovid-19lockdownatafarm
house belonging to Suraj
Revanna. “I had not told this to
anyone as Suraj Revanna is an
MLC and also belongs to an in-
fluentialpoliticalfamily. I feared
thatIwouldbekilled,”hesaidin
the complaint. OnMonday, the
court remanded Suraj Revanna
to eight days’ police custody in
the first case. ENS

Pune Porsche case:
HC orders release of
minor, says remand
order is ‘illegal’

Woman and two
nieces ‘run over
by drunk official’
in Uttarakhand

11 arrested over
namaz offered
on govt land in
Uttar Pradesh ANURADHA

MASCARENHAS
PUNE, JUNE25

ALMOST HALF of the adult
Indianpopulationdoesnotmeet
theWorldHealthOrganization’s
(WHO) guidelines on sufficient
physical activity, according to
newdatapublishedintheLancet
GlobalHealth.

Morewomen(57%)thanmen
(42%) are physically inactive in
India,saysthestudy.Mostalarm-
ingly, the prevalence of insuffi-
cient physical activity among
Indian adults has risen sharply
from22.3% in 2000 to 49.4% in
2022. If this remainsunchecked,
60%of our populationwouldbe
unfit by 2030 and at risk of dis-
easeslinkedtoinadequatephysi-
cal activities, according to the
study.EstimatesindicatethatIndia
hasthe12thhighestprevalenceof

insufficient physical activity
among195countries.Worldwide,
nearlyone-third(31%)ofadults–
approximately 1.8 billionpeople
–didnotmeettherecommended
levelsofphysicalactivityin2022.

The WHO recommends at
least150to300minutesofmod-
erateaerobicactivityperweek(or
equivalent vigorous activity) for
alladults.Insufficientphysicalac-
tivity is definedasnotdoing150
minutes of moderate-intensity
activity, 75minutes of vigorous-
intensityactivity,oranequivalent
combinationperweek.According
totheWHO,lackofphysicalactiv-
ity puts adults at greater risk of
cardiovascular diseases such as
heart attacksandstrokes, Type2
diabetes,dementiaandcancersof
thebreastandcolon.

Dr RüdigerKrech, director of
health promotion atWHO, said,
“Thefindingspointtoaworrying
trendofphysicalinactivityamong

adults, which has increased by
about fivepercentagepoints be-
tween2010and2022.”Thehigh-
est rates of physical inactivity
were observed in the high-in-
comeAsia-Pacific region (48%)
andSouthAsia(45%). Inotherre-
gions,itrangedfrom28%inhigh-
incomeWesterncountriesto14%
inOceania. The status sheet is of

particularconcerninIndia,aspeo-
ple here are genetically more
prone to developing non-com-
municablediseasessuchasheart
problemsanddiabetes at least a
decadeearlier thanothers. “Lack
ofphysicalactivitymeansthatyou
arejustaggravatingyourriskfac-
tors,” said Dr K Srinath Reddy,
publichealthexpertandtopcar-
diologist.“Thegoaltoincreaselev-
elsof physical activity inpopula-
tions across theworldwas set
with the expectation of many
health benefits: reduced risk of
heart disease, diabetes, obesity
and some types of cancer; im-
proved mental health and a
stronger immune system,” he
said.DrReddysaidhefearsthatin-
creasinglevelsofglobalwarming,
manifestingasextremeweather,
wouldposegreaterchallengesto
outdoorphysicalactivitiesofpeo-
ple. “Though the estimates of
physicalactivityin2022mayhave

been affected byCovid inmany
partsoftheworld,thetrendofre-
ducedphysicalactivityislikelyto
persist,unlesseffective interven-
tionsaremadebyurbanplanners
tocreatespaceforphysicalactiv-
ityandpeoplearewillingtomake
behaviouralchanges,”hesaid.He
said that several studies in India
hadshownlowlevelsofphysical
activity at the population level,
particularly women, who
wrongly believe that household
choresareagoodformofphysical
exercise.

Insufficient physical activity
amongwomeninIndia,Pakistan,
Afghanistanisaworryastheylag
behindmenby over 14-20 per-
centagepoints.However,women
in Bangladesh,BhutanandNepal
aremore active andon track for
achievingtheglobaltarget—15%
between 2010 and 2030 — of
prevalenceofwomenwithinsuf-
ficientphysicalactivity.

More Indianwomen(57%) thanmen(42%) fail tomeetWHOnorms,asper findingspublished inLancet

EstimatesindicatethatIndia
has12thhighestprevalence
of insufficientphysical
activityamong195countries.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, JUNE25

OVERAMONTHafter17people
died in a hoarding collapse in
Ghatkopar on May 13, the
Maharashtra government
Tuesday suspended senior IPS
officerQuaiserKhalid,whowas
Commissioner of Government
RailwayPolice atthetimewhen
approvals were given for the
massivehoarding that crashed.

The stateHomedepartment
initiated the disciplinary action
againstKhalidforalleged‘admin-

istrativelapses’,‘irregularities’and
‘misuseofpower’byallowingthe
massive hoardingwithout ap-
proval fromtheofficeof theDGP.
Khalid is currently posted as
Additional Director General of
ProtectionofCivilRights(PCR).

The order reads, “The
Maharashtragovernmenthasde-
cided to initiatedisciplinarypro-
ceedings against Md. Quaiser
Khalid, IPS... Additional Director
GeneralofPCR,Maharashtra, the
thenCP,Railways,Mumbai,inre-
spectofadministrativelapsesand
irregularities in sanctioning the
hoarding,onhisown,withoutap-

provaloftheDGPofficeandinre-
spectof themisuseof powersby
allowingmassivehoardingsizeof
120x140sq ftdeviating fromthe
approvednormsaspointedoutin
the report of DirectorGeneral of
Police,Maharashtra.”

“Nowtherefore, inexerciseof
power conferredunder the sub-
rule (1) of Rule 3 of theAll India
Services (Discipline andAppeal)
Rules, 1969, theGovernment of
Maharashtra hereby place the
saidMd.Quaiser Khalid... under
suspensionwithimmediateeffect
from thedate of this order, until
furtherorders,” it furtherread.

Senior IPS officer suspended for
approving illegal Mumbai hoarding

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHANDIGARH, JUNE25

ADAYaftertwoyouthsallegedly
shotdeadanewlymarriedcou-
ple in Haryana’s Hisar in a sus-
pected honour killing case, the
statepoliceTuesdayarrestedthe
woman’sbrotherandhercousin.

The accusedhad called their
sisterMeena (22) and her hus-
bandTejbir(24)toaparkinHansi
Monday for talks and shot them
dead,policesaid.Policeidentified
the accused as Sachin (21),
Meena’s brother andRahul (21),
hercousin(maternaluncle’sson).

Sachin, who studied up to
ClassXII, has beendoing a com-
putercourseataninstitute,while
Rahulisaschooldropout,wholeft
his home long back, police said,
addingRahulhas twoFIRs regis-
tered against him—one in con-
nectionwithafiringincidentand
another related to the alleged
seizureofaweaponfromhispos-
session. Police said twomonths
after theymarried against the
wishof their families, Tejbir and
Meena—bothdistantrelatives—
wereshotdeadMonday.

AdditionalDirectorGeneralof
Police (Hisar Range)Matta Ravi
Kiran said, “This is a caseof hon-
our killing. The arrested accused

persons have given their state-
mentstothepolicethattheywere
againstthemarriage.” Policesaid
thecouplehadtakenpolicesecu-
rity onMay 1, but returned just
threedays later.Duringthepost-
mortem, it was found that five
bulletswerepumpedintoTejbir's
bodyandtwointoMeena's,police
said. Hansi SPMaqsoodAhmed
said, “A few days ago, Sachin
startedtalkingtohissisteronthe
phone and tried to convinceher
tobreakthemarriageandreturn
home.OnMonday, during their
meetingatHansiPark,whenshe
refused to end themarriage, the
accusedshotthecoupledead.We
willalsoverifytheroleoftheother
accusedinthematter.”

Against thewishes of their
families, the couple solemnised
theirmarriage at anArya Samaj
Mandir in Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh, onApril 22, police said,
addingthatseveralmeetingstook
placebetweenrelativestoresolve
thematter,butinvain.

Basedona complaint lodged
byTejbir'sfather,policeregistered
an FIR against 11 people – all
membersor relativesofMeena's
family–undersections302(mur-
der), 120-B (conspiracy), 147 (ri-
oting) and149 (unlawful assem-
bly) of the IPC and relevant
sectionsof theArmsAct.

Woman’s brother and
cousin held in Haryana
‘honour killing’ case

Suraj
Revanna

Suraj Revanna booked in
2nd sexual assault case

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, JUNE25

ADAYafterLaturpolicearrested
a 34-year-old headmaster of a
Zilla Parishad school for his al-
legedlinkstotheNEET-UGpaper
leakcase,thepoliceearlyTuesday
arresteda40-year-oldteacher.

The police said the teacher,
identified as Sanjay Jadhav,was
amediator between the Delhi-
basedmastermind, Gangadhar
Munde, and two accused from
Maharashtra— headmasterJalil
Khan Pathan and one Iranna
Kongalwar,who isabsconding.

An officer said, “We have
learnt that Jadhav, along with
Pathan and Kongalwar, prom-
ised students that theywill en-
sure that they get sufficient
marks togetadmission inmed-
ical colleges in exchange for
money.ThroughJadhav,thetwo
other accusedsoughthelpfrom
Gangadhar.”

Theinvestigatorsbelievethat
the accused, whowere in pos-
sessionofadmitcardsofseveral
students,would get the answer
sheets after submissions at the
centre and accordingly fill the
answerson theirbehalf.

The teacher was produced
beforeacourtinLaturandpolice
listed23groundsforJadhav’s10-

daycustody.
However,whenhis advocate

Shrikant Borade told the court
that hewas previously interro-
gated jointly by theATS and the
local police, the court remanded
himinpolicecustodytill July2.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,JUNE25

THE UTTAR PRADESH govern-
ment on Tuesday passed the
proposal forpromulgationofan
Ordinance that provides for jail
termsrangingfromtwoyearsto
life imprisonment, and fines of
upto`1croreforthoseinvolved
inquestionpaper leaks.

The proposal for the
Ordinance to prevent paper
leaks and other such offences
waspassedinaCabinetmeeting
Tuesday.

All offences under the Uttar
Pradesh Public Examination
(Prevention of Unfair Means)
Ordinancehavebeenmadecog-
nizableandnon-bailable.Theof-

fenceswill be tried by sessions
courts and will be non-com-
poundable. Italsohasstrictpro-
visions forbail.

Apart from jail terms and
fines, provisions have also been
made under the Ordinance for
propertyofthosefoundinvolved
tobeattached.

TheOrdinancecoversexams
conducted by Uttar Pradesh
Public Service Commission, UP
Subordinates Service Selection
Board, UP Board, state universi-
ties, and authority, bodies, or
agencies nominated by them, a
governmentspokespersonsaid.
Itwillalsocoverexamsforregu-
larisationandpromotioningov-
ernment jobs. Under the
Ordinance, offences including
distributingfakequestionpapers

andmaking fake employment
websites are also punishable.
Besides, the spokesperson said,
ifanexamisaffected,thenthefi-
nancial burden caused due to
thiswillberecoveredfromthose
found tobe involved.Under the
Ordinance,provisionshavebeen
made to forever blacklist com-
panies and service providers
foundguilty inadverselyaffect-
ingexaminations.ChiefMinister
YogiAdityanathhadannounced
soon after Lok Sabha elections
that a lawwould be brought to
prevent paper leakswith strict
provisions to bust the gangs in-
volved insuchactivities.

In February, an exam for the
recruitment of over 60,000 po-
lice constables was cancelled
due toapaper leak.

SPstudentwingmembersprotestover irregularities inNEET, inLucknowonTuesday.Express

UPCabinet clears Ordinance against
paper leaks: Up to life term, `1cr fine

NewDelhi:Thefirstpriorityof
thehigh-level committee set
upbytheEducationMinistry
to look into thematter of en-
tranceexamsandtheNational
TestingAgencywillbetoelicit
concerns and suggestions
fromparents and students,
saidKRadhakrishnan,former
ISRO chairman and head of
thepanel.Theseven-member
committee, costituted on
Saturday,haditsfirstmeeting
onMonday.
“Ournextpriorityistobuild

a robust system for starting
the tests.Wearealso looking
atthefuture,especiallytode-
velopatamper-proofsystem,
asystemwithzeroerror,anda
systemthatwilllessenthedif-
ficulties of the studentswith
adequate flexibility built into
it,” Radhakrishnan told DD
News. ENS

HIGH-LEVELPANEL
HOLDSFIRSTMEETING

After headmaster, teacher
from Maharashtra held
in NEET-UG ‘paper leak’

SUNANDAMEHTA
PUNE, JUNE25

ALL THROUGH last weekend,
GurmukhSingh,52,wasbusyfi-
nalising the details of a protest
march he is organising on
Tuesday, at Lazio, a region in
Central Italy. Themarch is both
topaytributes toSatnamSingh,
a 31-year-old Indian farm
labourerwhodiedinanaccident
at amelon farmon June19, and
tohighlightthehazardouswork
conditions of undocumented
Indianmigrants in Italy.

Satnam Singh, an illegalmi-
grant fromMoga inPunjab,was
killedafterhewassucked intoa
heavymachineonthe farm.

Gurmukh,headoftheIndian
community in Lazio, had ap-
pealed to immigrant farm
labourers in the region to stop
work after 2pmon June25and
assemble at themainbus stand
in the city of Latina for the
protestmarch.

Gurmukh says he sees his
ownstoryinSatnam's.For,itwas
some three decades ago that
Gurmukh arrived in Italy from
Jalandhar as an undocumented
labourer andwas soon trapped
in a quagmire of debt and ex-
ploitation. Little has changed
sincethenorinthe50-oddyears
sinceIndianimmigrantsstarted
making their way to the dairies
and farmlands of Europe in the
hopeof abetter life.

“Things were even worse
thenbecausewehadnomeans
ofcommunicatingwithourfam-
iliesorwitheachother.Welived
inside our homes—mostly dis-
carded caravans — and didn’t
daretoventureoutforfearofbe-
ingfoundout. Iwas luckier than
mostasIhadabetterownerwho
gotmypapers sortedoutand in
sixyears, Ibecamealegal immi-
grant.Fifteenyearsago, I leftthe
farm and set upmy own shop,”
saysGurmukh.

It'sthekindofreversalof for-
tunes that Satnam Singh, too,
would have hoped for himself
whenhearrived inNapoli three
years ago through the illegal
route, lured by agentswith sto-
riesofalifeofplentyinoneofthe

mostdevelopedcountriesof the
world.

But it endeddisastrously for
Satnam.OnJune17,whilework-
ing on his owner's farm in Agro

Pontino, a rural part of Lazio, he
was caught in the grip of ama-
chine that's set up to gather the
swathesof clothused forcover-
ing theharvestedmelon.As the

machine sucked him in,
Satnam'sarmwaswrenchedoff
andhis legswerecrushed.

“Writhing in pain, he called
out to his fellow labourers. The
owner panicked, ordered
Satnamtobeput intooneof the
crates,puthisseveredarminan-
other crate and drove him to-
wards his house. He then
dumpedhiminfrontof thegate
with the crate of severed arm
and sped away. His wife ran
screamingtoherneighboursfor
help. By the time an air ambu-
lancearrivedandhewasairlifted
to hospital, he had lost a lot of
blood.Twodays later,hedied in
Rome,” recountsGurmukh.

Police have filed a case
against the Italian owner over

potentialchargesofmanslaugh-
ter and failure to assist a person
in danger. For now, Satnam's
wife has beengiven special res-
idencepermit.

“Satnamisthe100thmigrant
workerwhohasdiedinItalythis
year,” says Carlo Caprioglio, re-
searcher andaggregate lecturer
of the Legal Clinic onMigration
and Asylum at Roma Tre
University in Rome, who has
beenstudyingandworkingwith
migrants.“Everyyear,thousands
ofmencomefromIndia to Italy.
There is a high degree of ex-
ploitationdue to the lackof sol-
idarity networks,” Caprioglio
said.

AlessandraCorrado,profes-
sorat theUniversityofCalabria,

who has been researching on
migrant labour in Italy, says
most farm labourers work 8 to
12hoursandarepaidabout3to
4 Euros (around Rs 350) an
hour.About30,000Indians live
in Agro Pontino, a hub for
greenhouse farming of olives
and melons that sees high
labour demand.

“By the end of 2022, there
were almost 362,000 foreign-
ers in the agriculture sector,
whichisalmost32%of thefarm
workforce. If we also consider
the undocumented workers,
the numbers become much
higher (with estimates of up to
50%),” she says.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

SikhworkersatadairyfarmatCalabriainItaly. AlessandraCorrado

Death on melon farm sheds light on hard lives of illegal Indian migrants in Italy
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Food is our commonground,
auniversal experience.

— JAMES BEARDTHEEDITORIALPAGE

The NFHS-5 data also shows
that the higher the level of the
mother’s education, the lower
the fertility. Across religious
groups, Muslims are the
most disadvantaged
economically, with poorer
education and health levels
— evident from their lower
enrollment in higher
education. The Sachar
Committee Report in
2006 emphasised such
socio-economic disparity
among Muslims.

THE FERTILITYMYTH
Reproductivehealth rights, notpropaganda,mustdrivedebatesonpopulation

ONJUNE13,theSupremeCourtstayedthere-
leaseofthefilmHamareBaarah(OurTwelve),
originallycalledHumDo,HamareBarah(Two
ofUs,OurTwelve),anddirectedtheBombay
HighCourttotakeafinaldecision.OnJune19,
theBombayHighCourtallowedthefilm’sre-
lease,providedthefilmmakersremovedcer-
tain scenes and inserted disclaimers.Many
politicalleadersinthepasthaveusedtheslo-
gan “HumPaanch,HamarePachchees” (Five
of Us,Our25) to target theMuslimcommu-
nity. The slogan reinforces themyth about
Muslimmenhavingmanywivesandchildren,
leading to rapid population growth among
Muslims, which will eventually result in
Muslims surpassing theHindus. It is impor-
tanttoreiteratedatathatchallengesportrayal
ofMuslimfertilityasathreat.

The latestNationalFamilyHealthSurvey,
2019–20 (NFHS-5) shows thatmany states
have alreadyattaineda replacement level of
fertility,andthereisasteadydeclineinIndia’s
totalfertilityrates(TFR).Accordingtothedata,
theTFRinIndiais2.0childrenperwomanup
until2021,whichisslightlylowerthanthere-
placementlevelof fertilityof2.1childrenper
woman. The Economic Survey 2018-19 and
the Sample Registration System (SRS) data
from2017alsohadsimilarfindingsonthede-
celerationof India’spopulationgrowth.

Accordingtothe2011Census, thegrowth
rateoftheMuslimpopulationwashigherthan
that of Hindus. The controversy surrounding
thissingleinterpretationobscuredthefactthat
thegapbetweenthetwogrowthrateshadsig-
nificantly reduced between 2001 and2011.

Whencomparingthefertilitydifferentialsbe-
tween the communities using the2001and
2011data,thisconvergenceoffertilitybetween
HindusandMuslimsisevident.Itcomeswith
thecaveatthatsincedifferentstatesandgroups
areatdifferentpoints in this transition, there
are variations between regions—a fact evi-
dencedbyearlierstudies.

Another recent analysis taking into ac-
count thedrop in fertilityandtherateof de-
cline in population growth found that the
drop inHindu fertilitywas five per cent less
than the drop inMuslim fertility in the last
two decades, where Muslim population
growth declined at a faster rate than that of
Hindus. This analysis suggested that there
may be “absolute convergence” in Hindu-
Muslimfertility ratesby2030.

Data fromtheNFHSshowthat the fertil-
ityratesofallreligiouscommunitieshavede-
clinedoverthetwodecades.Thesharplyde-
creasingfamilysizeofMuslims,particularly,
is evident since the fertility rate forMuslims
has decreased by almost half from 4.4 in
1992–93to2.4 in2020–21.

The Population Foundation of India ob-
served thateducation,healthcareandsocio-
economicdevelopment significantly impact
fertilityrateswithstateslikeKeralaandTamil
NadushowinglowerTFRsthanBiharthathad
lessaccess to theseresources.Thus,what in-
fluenced levels of fertility rateswas not reli-
gion,butratherbettersocio-economicstatus.

The NFHS-5 data also shows that the
higherthelevelofthemother’seducation,the
lower the fertility. Across religious groups,

Muslims are themost disadvantaged eco-
nomically,withpoorereducationandhealth
levels—evidentfromtheirlowerenrollment
in higher education. The Sachar Committee
Report in 2006 emphasised such socio-eco-
nomicdisparityamongMuslims.Thepopula-
tion growth debate should focus on invest-
mentsineducation,economicdevelopment,
food,nutrition,healthcare,sexualandrepro-
ductive health services, and gender justice.
Furthermore,women,particularlyfrommar-
ginalisedcommunities,havelimitedfreedom
tomakefertilitydecisionsandcontrolledac-
cesstocontraceptionandreproductivecare.

The rhetoric about the fertility of the
Muslim community directly affectsMuslim
women’s right to have or not have children.
Thisnotonlyviolatestheirrighttolifeanddig-
nitybutalsoaffectstheirsubjectivities.Hence,
thediscussionconcerningpopulationgrowth
andfertilitymustshiftfocusandcentreonsex-
ualandreproductivehealthrights,individual
choice,andresistattemptsatco-optationfor
politicallymotivated propaganda. To vilify a
community throughmisinformation and
then compound their experiences of unjust
treatment through thenormalisation of this
rhetoric is unacceptable, discriminatory, of-
fensiveandmisleading.Asfeminists,itiscrit-
icaltochallengeandresistbroaderattemptsat
polarisationbyforegroundingfacts,data,and
a commitment to protect the right to deter-
minereproductiveoutcomes.

Thewritersworkongender, fertility,
reproductiverightsandpublichealth

Sarojini Nadimpally andKeertanaKTella

ASFARBACKas1945, India’svisionaryhisto-
rian-diplomat Sardar K M Panikkar had
warnedthat,“theactivecontrolof theIndian
Oceananddefenceofthecoastlineispossible
onlybyhavingislandsasadvancedbases.The
A&Narchipelago is admirably placed to se-
curecontrolof theBayofBengal.”

Manifold preoccupationswith thewest-
ern IndianOceanexpansehad, however, led
India to neglect its easternwaters, including
the strategic Andaman&Nicobar (A&N) ar-
chipelago. These included a perennially ad-
versarialPakistan,ourhugediasporaandtrad-
ing links with the Persian Gulf, as well as
traditional tieswith IndianOcean islandna-
tions and the East African littoral.
Notwithstandingthesepulls,thestrongcom-
pulsion of economic opportunities in
SoutheastAsiaandtheASEANregion,coupled
withgrowingseaborne tradeandenergy in-
terests at stake in theAsia-Pacific regiondid,
eventually,giverise,insuccession,totheLook
EastandActEastpolicies.

NewDelhi’s complacency vis-à-vis the
A&Nislandshadotherreasonstoo.Fewwere
awareofourtenuousholdontheA&N.In1947,
Britain had seriously considered retaining
themas aCrownpossessionpost-Indian in-
dependence, and during the 1965 conflict,
Indonesiahadofferedtoannexthemonbehalf
ofafraternalPakistan.Amajorreasonforthe
lackof focuswastheirmaritimeremoteness.
GreatNicobar Island—southernmost of the
A&N group — is a mere 140 km from
Indonesia,butalmost2,000kmfromChennai.

Anylong-termvisionfortheA&Nislands
must focus on twomajor components. The
defence of these strategically located insu-
larterritoriesandtheirvitalroleinIndia’sna-
tional security matrix. The second, and
equally important issue, is their economic
development, whichwill make the islands
asself-sustainingaspossibleandbringpros-
perity to the islanders.

Panikkar’sadvicewasheededonly in the
aftermathofthenear-disasterofKargilwhen
ajoint/tri-service,theA&NCommand(ANC),
wasestablishedinPortBlair,in2001.Forover
twodecades,theANChaslanguishedthrough
neglect by the services—an indicator of the

Despite environmental
clearances, said to have been
accorded by an Expert
Appraisal Committee’ of the
Ministry of Environment,
Forests and Climate Change,
there have been protests and
appeals by conservationists,
naturalists, various political
parties and civil society
groups, seeking a halt to the
project on environmental
grounds. They point to the
potentially devastating
impact on the Shompen, the
tribe of hunter-gatherers,
who live in a tribal reserve as
well as many species of flora
and fauna, which are
exclusive to the two national
parks of India and the
UNESCO Biosphere
Reserve in GNI.

resistancefacedby“jointness”orinter-service
integrationwithin themilitary.Of late,how-
ever, encouraging signs are emerging of ef-
forts to adequately fortify the ANC. From
ShibpurintheextremenorthtoPortBlair,Car
Nicobar, Kamorta and Campbell Bay in the
GNI,the800-kmlongnorth-southspanofthe
A&Nwillbeguardedbynavyandairforceair-
fields/bases. Plans are, hopefully, afoot to in-
vestthemwithadequatedefensiveandoffen-
sivecapabilitiessothatthesestrategicislands
becomeIndia’seasternmaritimebastionand
sentinelsof theMalaccaStraits.

The rich maritime resources of the
AndamanSeaofferahugescopeforsustain-
able growth. The Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ)oftheislandsaddsupto6,00,000sqkm
or30percentof India’stotalEEZ.Thewaters
oftheislandsaboundinmarinelife,compris-
inganabundantrepositoryofediblefish,and
there is said to be considerable potential for
finding hydrocarbons in the Andaman Sea.
Far more important than the natural re-
sources of the A&N is their anthropological
wealth. The Onge, Jarawa and Sentinelese
tribesoftheAndamansandtheShompensof
theGNIneedtobeprotected.

Withlimitedscopeforindustrialandagri-
cultural activity in the islands, and given the
need to protect indigenous people andpre-
serve their pristine ecological environment,
tourismandfisherieshad,sofar,beenconsid-
eredthemostsustainableavenuefortheirde-
velopmentandrevenue/employmentgener-
ation.However,inthenews,recentlyhasbeen
aplanforthe“HolisticDevelopmentofGreat
Nicobar Island”.

Conceived by the NITI Aayog and pro-
moted by themedia as a “mega-infrastruc-
tureproject” anda “strategicmasterstroke”,
this Rs 75,000 crore project is said to be of
“importancefordefence,logistics,commerce
and industries, and eco-tourism”. The proj-
ect includesaninternationalcontainertran-
shipment terminal, an international airport,
a gas and solar power plant, two greenfield
cities, a coastalmass rapid transport system
andafreetradezone.

Despiteenvironmentalclearances,saidto
have been accorded by an Expert Appraisal

Committee of theMinistry of Environment,
ForestsandClimateChange,therehavebeen
protestsandappealsbyconservationists,nat-
uralists,variouspoliticalpartiesandcivilsoci-
etygroups,seekingahalttotheprojectonen-
vironmental grounds. They point to the
potentially devastating impact on the
Shompen,thetribeofhunter-gatherers,who
live in a tribal reserve aswell as themany
speciesoffloraandfauna,whichareexclusive
tothetwonationalparksofIndiaandtheUN-
ESCOBiosphereReserveinGNI.

While theNITI Aayogmust have under-
takenduediligenceandafeasibilitystudybe-
fore embarking on this project, a few issues
needtobere-visited,ifnecessary,especiallyin
viewof theongoingprotests.

One,thesecuritycapabilitiesofANCneed
tobeaddressedseparatelyandmusthaveno
linkagewiththedevelopmentscontemplated
for GNI. Two, lying equidistant (1,300 km)
from established transhipment hubs and
bunkering ports of Singapore, Port Klang
(Malaysia) andHambantota (Sri Lanka), the
viability of yet another transhipment termi-
nalinGNIbecomesdoubtful.Moreover,India
has recently commissioned,with hope and
fanfare, its own transhipment terminal in
Vizhinjam inKerala. Three, aspiring to repli-
cate Singapore/Hong Kong duty-free
ports/free tradezonesonremoteGNI (2,000
kmfromChennaiandKolkata)withoutahin-
terland,resourcesorindustrialbackupseems
unrealistic. In this context, the travails of Sri
Lanka’s Hambantota port/airport projects
wouldbeinstructive.

Finally,theNicobargrouphas,apartfrom
GNI, many other islands — Little Nicobar,
Nancowry, Kamorta and Katchall —which
could accommodatemost components of
suchaproject,withoutriskingenvironmen-
tal, ecological and anthropological damage
on this scale. These islands are, no doubt,
smaller than GNI, but as Chinese civil
engineers have demonstrated in the
SouthChina Sea, perseverance and ingenu-
itycantransformmererocksandshoalsinto
artificial islands.

Thewriter isa formerchiefofnavalstaff

MakingAndaman&Nicobaramaritimebastionis long
overdue.Environmentalconcernsmustbeaddressed

Security and ecology

Arun PrakashCEREAL CONTROL
Stocklimitsonwheatdon’tsquarewithrecordoutputfigures. If

supplyisanissue,governmentshouldscrapimportduty

IFTHEUNIONAgricultureMinistryistobebelieved,Indianfarmershaveharvested
an all-time-highwheat crop of 112.93million tonnes (mt) this time, surpassing
lastyear’srecordoutputof110.55mt.Againstthisbackground,theNarendraModi
government’s decision to impose stock limits on the cerealwith effect from June

24andapplicableuntilMarch31,2025,“inordertomanagetheoverall foodsecurityand
topreventhoardingandunscrupulousspeculation”isinexplicable.Wholesalersandbig-
chain retailerswill notbeallowed toholdmore than3,000 tonnes,with thecorrespon-
ding stock limits set at 10 tonnes for individual stores andat 70per cent of the installed
millingcapacityforprocessors.Alltheseentitieshavebeendirectedtodeclaretheirstock
positionandupdate themregularlyonthedepartmentof foodandpublicdistribution’s
portal created for thispurpose.

Thestocking limitsonwheatwere first clamped in June lastyear,with these fixedat
2,000tonnes(forwholesalers/bigretailers),10tonnes(singleoutlets)and75percentof
installedcapacity(processors),beforebeingprogressivelyloweredto500tonnes,5tonnes
and60per cent respectively by February 2024. The limitswere lifted fromApril 1with
the commencement of the newharvesting season, though the private tradewas infor-
mallytoldto“avoid”buyinganywheatbroughtbyfarmersatleastforamonth.Thatwas
meant to enable thegovernment to shoreup its ownstocks. Butnow,with themarket-
ing of the harvested crop completed, the stock controls have been formally reinstated.
Thereasonsareprobablythree-fold.Thefirstisretailcerealinflationrulingat8.69percent
year-on-yearinMay.Thesecondiswheatstocksingovernmentgodowns,which,at29.91
mt on June 1,were the lowest in 16 years for this date. The third is a not-so-greatmon-
soonsofar,whichgoingforwardcanimpacttheproductionofriceaswell,notwithstand-
ing its reasonable stocksposition fornow.

The question to ask then is: How do stocking controls, alongwith restrictions and
evenbansonexportsofnon-basmati riceandwheatrespectively, reconcilewithofficial
estimatesof back-to-back recordcerealsoutput?TheModigovernment cannotbepro-
jectingonethingthroughtheagricultureministry(bumpercrops)andanotherthrough
theministry of consumer affairs, food andpublic distribution (curbinghoarding).Why
shouldcereal inflationbeelevated, inspiteofproductiontouchingnewhighs,andcurbs
onexportsandstocklimitsplacedonthedomestictrade?If thegovernmentfeelsthatthe
supply situation isn’t as comfortable as its production estimates suggest, it should sim-
plyscrapthe40percentdutyonwheatimports.Withelectionsoverandfarmersalready
selling theirproduce, there isn’t anypolitical reasonnot todoso.

HOLDING THE SPOTLIGHT
JulianAssange is finallyset towalk free.Hiswork, reaction
to it representsa fundamental tensionof the internetage

INONEFORMoranother,soonerorlater,thecitizen’srighttoknowcomesupagainst
asealedenvelope.Governmentsandbureaucracies—bydesignandintent—seek
tomake their functioning opaque. To his admirers, Julian Assange, arguably the
mostinfluentialwhistleblowerofthe21stcentury,putaspotlightonpeople,events

andpracticesthatsomeoftheworld’smostpowerfulentitieswouldratherhide.However,
theWikiLeaks founder’s tale—he is set tobea freeman for the first timesince2012– is
notasimpleparableofpersonalsufferingandthetriumphoftheprinciplesof freespeech
and information.

Assange, an Australian citizen and ethical hacker, rose to prominence and for some,
notoriety, in2010afterWikiLeaksputoutmaterialobtainedbyformerUSsoldierChelsea
Manning.AmongtheleakswasavideoofahelicopterattackbyAmericanforcesinBaghdad
inwhich two Reuters journalistswere killed. The same year,WikiLeaks also released a
dumpof over2.5 lakhdiplomatic cablesand in2016, aheadof thepresidential elections,
itpublishedtheemailsbyDemocraticPartyoperativesthatarewidelybelievedtohavehurt
Hillary Clinton in the polls. Assangewas accused of two instances of sexual assault in
Sweden(thechargesweredroppedin2017),andtheUSchargedhimunderseveralcounts
of espionage.Assange, then in theUK, soughtasylumat theEcuadorembassy,wherehe
residedtillfiveyearsago.Sincethen,hehasbeeninaBritishprison.Assangeisnowreport-
edlysettopleadguiltytoonecountofespionageunderUSlaw—forwhichhis imprison-
mentwill countas timeserved—andreturntoAustralia, a freeman.

The figure of Assange—andequally, Edward Snowden—represents a fundamental
tension between the nation-state’s control over certain aspects of information on the
onehandandthosewhobelieve, in the internetage, inadecentralisedmodelofuniver-
sal transparency. The former’s justificationhas relied stronglyonanational security ar-
gument. Revealing the identityof covert operatives, for example, constitutes a threat to
their lives. They also argue that “datadumps”without context or editorial intervention
canbemisusedbynefariousactors.Thereissomemerittothisargument.However, inan
erawheretechnologyisusedtoviolateprivacyandfreespeechisbesiegedinmanyquar-
ters,sunlightcontinuestobe—moreoftenthannot—thebestdisinfectant.Unfortunately,
the vigourwithwhichgovernmentshavegoneafterAssangeandothers likehimcould
deter futurewhistleblowers.

FOLLOWINGDODOL
Foodasaproduct is servedwellby things likeGI tags,

but foodascultureneedsawider lens

DODOL,WITHITSrich,caramellysweetness,maynotbeaswell-knownout-
sideGoaasitsmulti-layereddistantcousinBebinca,butthatmayjustchange
with the state government’s application to get thedessert aGeographical
Indication(GI)tag.TheAllGoaBakersandConfectionersAssociation,which

has filedtheapplication,hopes that theGI tagwillhelpstandardise therecipeandtech-
niqueforpreparingDodol,safeguarditsculturalidentityasa“unique”dishofGoaanden-
sure its “authenticity”. This is certainly aworthwhile goal fromtheperspectiveof those
in the business of making and selling the sweet, but it also brings up questions about
whattermslike“authenticity”and“cultural identity”meanwhenitcomestosomething
asmigratoryandadaptableas food.

TheideaofGI, intheoriginalEuropeansense, isconnectedtotheideaof “terroir”—a
termmostoftenusedinthecontextofwine,butwhichbroadlymeansthatafoodgrown
ordeveloped in aparticular regiondraws its unique flavour and texture from thenatu-
ralenvironment(soil,water,climate)of itsorigin.TheGIlensthusbecomesahelpfulway
of tracingtheprovenanceofcertainkindsofcomestibles, likewineandcheese.Butwhat
thisapproach,withitsnarrowfocusontheideaof “origin”,oftenmisses is that food, like
language,growsricherat the intersectionswheredifferentculturesmeet,whethernow
or in thepast.

TakeDodol: The sweet—even theword “Dodol” itself — can be traced all along the
routefromSouthtoSoutheastAsia,poppingupinIndia,SriLanka,MalaysiaandIndonesia.
Who took itwhere?How?One food, in otherwords, has somuch to say about the cur-
rents of history and thepeople,words and food that travelled on them. Food as aprod-
uct is servedwellby things likeGI tags, but foodascultureneedsawider lens.

TERRORIST KILLED

FIVE INDIVIDUALS, INCLUDING a four-
month-oldchild,werekilled inaterroristat-
tackinPunjabonJune25.Severalwereleftin-
jured. One extremist was killed in an
encounterwithsecurity forceswhowereon
patrollingdutyintheJhabalareaofAmritsar.
Duringsweepingoperations,morearmshave
been seized from the Akal Takht and the
NanakNiwasintheGoldenTemplecomplex.

CURFEW IN HUBLI
NIGHT CURFEWHAS been imposed in five
parts of Hubli, as the death toll rose to five.

Theywere all stabbed to death,while other
reports of stabbing have receivedno official
confirmationyet. TheDIGBelgaumsaid that
whilethesituationistense,thereisadequate
police force tomaintainorder. Apeace com-
mitteehasalsobeenput intoplacetorestore
peacebetweenthetwowarringfactions.

PAKISTAN’S VIEW
THECRISIS INPunjabwith the revolt of Sikh
extremists and the storming of the Golden
Temple,continuestomakeheadlinenewsin
Pakistan.Theturmoilintheneighbouringbor-
derstatehasevokeddiversecommentsfrom
national leaders, particularly in theNational

Press Trust papers, where the rights of the
Indianminorityto“aseparateentity”aredis-
cussed and Sikh-Muslim talks on the eve of
Partitionarediscussed.However,Islamabad’s
official lineof thoughtremainsunknown.

ASSAM BANDH
ROADTRAFFICWASdisruptedon June25 in
the Brahmaputra valley as Assamagitators
called for a 24-hour long, state-wide bandh.
The agitators are protesting against the
Centre’sinactionoverthequestionof foreign
nationalsinthestate.Bombexplosions,tam-
peringwithtraintracksandincidentsofstone-
throwinghavebeenreported.

JUNE 26, 1984, FORTYYEARSAGO
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“We face a potential health catastrophe, and cosmetic measures will not do.
Every factor that keeps our young from breathing easy must be addressed
through information about the need for a healthy environment indoors... by
providing free masks to poor homes and commuters.” — DAWN,PAKISTANTHE IDEASPAGE
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A test that
can be trusted

LEVEL THE FIELD
THISREFERSTOthearticle, ‘Abreachof
trust’ (IE, June25).TheNEETpaperleak
has endangered the future of those
who have donewell, after investing a
lot of labour, funds and time into this
exam. The reputation of the National
TestingAgency(NTA)hascomecrash-
ing down and so has the faith of our
youngsters in competitive exams,
where a good performance used to
mean a secure future for them. How
the government makes amends for
this disaster is yet to be seen. It will
take more than mere cosmetic
changes to make the examinees be-
lieve that the competitive exams they
have been preparing for have a level-
playing field.

VijaiPant,Hempur

A NEW MODI
THISREFERSTOthearticle, ‘BJP’scoali-
tionchallenge’ (IE, June24).This time,
PMNarendraModi’spolitical longevity
was boosted by the BJP’s political al-
lies in the NDA, the JD(U) and TDP.
However, the June 4 verdict will now
have a bearing on the functioning of
Modi3.0,as theBJPwillbeheavilyde-
pendent on its allies to run the union

government. This will result in com-
promises and the dilution of the BJP’s
core agenda, both in Parliament and
outsideof it. Itwillbedifficult tobrush
asidethesensitivitiesandprioritiesof
itskeyallies.ButgivenPMModi’scen-
tralised and top-down style of gover-
nance, it is to be seenwhether hewill
beabletoadjust totherealityandpol-
iticsof acoalitiongovernmentquickly.

SSPaul,Nadia

FIX THE SYSTEM
THISREFERSTO thearticle, ‘Whyexam
scamshappen’(IE,June24).Thecorrup-
tionintherecentNEETexammustprick
our collective conscience, but itmust,
moreimportantly,makeourpolicymak-
ers investigate the causes. There is no
dearth of hardworking youth in our
country,buttheydonotfindenoughop-
portunities to prove themselves. Those
whomanage to pass the fiercely com-
petitiveexamsarelionisedbysocietyand
coachinginstitutes.Butthemajorityare
leftfrustrated.Expandingqualityeduca-
tional and employment opportunities
could help to end themenace of exam
fixers. Concerted efforts, involving all
stakeholders and society at large, could
definitelyeradicatetheeducationmafia.

SHQuadri,Bikaner

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

Europe is utterly anxious
about Russia but divided on
how to deal with China.
Europe does not see eye-to-
eye with the US on the best
strategic responses to the
China challenge. Although
Europe is wary about Chinese
support for Russia, it also
hopes that Beijing can be
persuaded to restrain
Moscow. Deep economic
interconnections developed
over the last four decades
between Europe and China’s
industrial heartland on the
eastern edge of Eurasia make
its leaders hesitant in
confronting Beijing.

Four, the real answer to thequestion lies
inEuropetakingalargerresponsibilityforits
own defence— a principle that both Biden
and Trump agree on. In other words,
WashingtonwantstheEurasiannationstodo
moretobalanceRussiaandChinaandrelieve
someofAmerica’sburdens.WhileEurope is
struggling to get its defence act together,
manyAsianstates,includingAustralia,India,
Japan, and South Korea arewilling to con-
tributealotmoretothereconstructionofthe
regionalsecurityorder.

EuropeisutterlyanxiousaboutRussiabut
divided on how to dealwith China. Europe
does not see eye-to-eyewith theUS on the
best strategic responses to the China chal-
lenge.AlthoughEuropeiswaryaboutChinese
support for Russia, it also hopes that Beijing
can bepersuaded to restrainMoscow.Deep
economic interconnections developed over
the last four decades between Europe and
China’s industrial heartland on the eastern
edge of Eurasiamake its leaders hesitant in
confronting Beijing. Yet, Europe can’t ignore
theUScallstostandfirmagainstthegrowing
assertion of China in Asia and contribute to
the Indo-Pacific security.Washington on its
part is also encouraging its closeAsian allies
—Australia, Japan, NewZealand, and South
Korea—tocontributetoEuropeansecurity.

Thegreat churn triggeredby thegrowing
interdependenceof the EuropeanandAsian
theatresisaccompaniedbytheriseofmiddle
powerswhose influence is growing across
Eurasia. TheUS is eager tobuild strong secu-
rity partnershipswith themiddle powers to
balanceChinaandRussia.ThenewAmerican
emphasison“integrateddeterrence”givesthe
middle powers like India anunprecedented
opportunitytoenhancetheircomprehensive
nationalpower,includingmilitarycapabilities.

This strategicwindow is unlikely to last
forever. The question iswhether the Indian
bureaucracy canmove fast enough to seize
thecurrent internationalpossibilities for the
urgentmodernisation of India’s defence in-
dustrialbaseandtherapidexpansionofarms
productionathome.Self-sufficiency inarms
production, after all, is the essence of the
much-vaunted“strategicautonomy”.

Thewriter isvisitingprofessorattheInstitute
ofSouthAsianStudies,NationalUniversityof

Singapore,andcontributingeditoron
internationalaffairs forTheIndianExpress

RUSSIANPRESIDENTVLADIMIRPutin’s visit
toNorthKoreaandTaiwanlastweekandthis
week’spresidentialdebateintheUSbetween
Joe Biden andDonald Trumphighlight the
complexanddeepeninginterconnectionsbe-
tweenEuropeanandAsiansecuritythatoffer
newstrategicopportunitiesformiddlepow-
ers like India. Four dimensions of the new
“Eurasian”geopoliticsstandout.

Forone,Asiaisnolongerapassiveadjunct
to the European theatre. During the colonial
era, Asian resourceswere critical in shaping
the economic and geopolitical destinies of
European imperial powers. Recall the large
contribution of Indianmilitary resources in
reinforcingtheprimacyofGreatBritaininthe
IndianOcean from the early 19th century to
themid-20th century. Indian armed forces
mademajorcontributionstothemilitarysuc-
cessofBritainanditsWesternalliesintheFirst
andSecondWorldWars.

Unlikeintheimperialera,whenthedeci-
sionsonusingcolonialresourcesweremade
intheEuropeanchancelleries,theAsianstates
arenowable tomakechoices that shape the
balance of power in Europe. Note howboth
RussiaandWesternEuropearecourtingAsia
inshapingthenarrativeonthewarinUkraine.
TheUkrainepeaceconferencelastmonthwas
amajorattemptbyKyivanditsWesternback-
ers towinpolitical empathy anddiplomatic
support from thenon-Westernworld in re-
versing theRussian occupation.Moscow, in
turn,pressedkeynationsof theGlobalSouth
toavoidattendingtheconference.

Conferencediplomacyand themobilisa-
tionof non-Westernpublic opinionhave in-
deedbecomeimportantinthefirstmajorwar
inEuropesince theSecondWorldWar.Even
more important is the fact thatAsiahasnow
emerged as amajor supplier of arms in a
Europeanconflict.

ConsidertheKoreanPeninsula’snewrole
inUkraine.WhileNorthKoreahasbecomea
majorsupplierofammunitiontoRussia,South
Korean arms have been flowing towards
Ukraine.While China is not said to be send-
ingarmstoRussia, it issupportingMoscow’s
wareffortinotherways.Washingtonispress-
ingTokyotorampupjointproductionofmis-
silesandliberalisetheexportcontrolssothat
armsmadeinJapancanflowtowardsUkraine
andotherzonesof contest.

Two, the Asian agency in dealingwith
great powers has grown in the current con-
flict. No better evidence than Putin’s visit to
PyongyangandHanoi.Moscowhadstepped
back from its intensive partnership with
Pyongyangaftertheendof theColdWarand
focusedon improving tieswith Seoulwhich
hasemergedasaneconomicpower.Russiais
noweagertorebuildtieswiththeNorth.Putin
travelledtoNorthKorealastweek,forthefirst
timein24years,andsignedatreatyonmutual
security assistance and several other agree-
mentstoboostKimJong-un.

You could certainly argue that Putinhas

played the “North Korea Card” to challenge
theWest.

You could assertwith equal veracity that
Kim Jong-unhasplayed the “RussiaCard” to
vastly improve his room formanoeuvre be-
tweenChina, Japan,SouthKorea,andtheUS.
This, in turn, is likely to result inSouthKorea
becoming an evenmore important partner
for theUS andEurope. If Russia helpsNorth
Korea toboost its nuclear arsenal, the resist-
anceintheUStovisualisinganuclear-armed
SouthKoreais likelytodiminish.

In the last couple of years, the Biden
Administrationhasfocusedonstrengthening
thebilateralalliancewithSouthKoreaandhas
developedanewtrilateralarrangementwith
Seoul and Tokyo. China,meanwhile, has re-
viveditsowntrilateralcooperationwithJapan
andSouthKorea.

Asia’sagencyisalsovisibleinVietnam’sde-
cision tohost PresidentPutin.Vietnam is the
only country that has hosted Joe Biden, Xi
Jinping andVladimir Putin onbilateral visits
overthelastninemonths.Vietnamisalready
inahigh-wirestrategicactasitsimultaneously
expandsitseconomictieswithChinaandthe
US and explores security cooperationwith
Washington.Hanoi is betting that renewing
strategictieswithRussiaimprovesVietnam’s
balancingactbetweenChinaandtheUS.

Three,asAsianmanoeuvrabilityincreases,
Westerndilemmasaresharpening.Oneofthe
major fault lines in theAmerican debate on
foreignpolicy is squaring thecompeting im-
perativesinEuropeandAsia.(Thepoliticaldi-
visionsonthequestionofAmericansupport
toIsraelappear lesssalient).

AftertheSecondWorldWar,theUS-dom-
inated both European and Asian theatres.
ThankstotheRussia-Chinaallianceunveiled
just days before Putin invaded Ukraine in
February2022,andthescaleofthechallenge
presentedby the twopowers in Europe and
Asia, America is under somepressure to de-
finethesourceof itsprimarychallenge.

An important section of the Republican
foreignpolicy establishment argues that the
US should not waste its energies on the
Ukraine war and concentrate its military
power in Asia. The Biden Administration
agrees that China is the principal challenge
but is not in a position to disentangle itself
fromsupportingUkraine. Theargumentson
thisquestionmightbeheardinthedebatebe-
tweenTrumpandBidenthisweek.

A strategic window

INRESPONSETOmountingconcernsabout
the integrity of competitive examinations,
thegovernmenthastakenswift,decisiveac-
tion to rectify the issues. Instances such as
the postponement of the NEET-PG exam
andallegationsofpaperleaksduringNEET-
UG retests across six cities, alongwith the
recent UGCNET paper leak, have under-
standablyraisedseriousdoubtsamongstu-
dentsnationwideaboutthefairnessandre-
liabilityofthesecrucialexams.However,the
Indiangovernment’sproactivesteps,which
include implementing leadership changes
attheNationalTestingAgency(NTA)andes-
tablishingexpertcommittees,demonstrate
a clear commitment to restoring trust and
ensuring the integrity of the examination
process.Theseactionsarenotjustaboutad-
dressingimmediatechallengesbutalsosig-
nify a long-term strategy to rebuild confi-
denceandensurefairnessforallstudents.

Toensure transparent, smooth, and fair
conduct of the exam, the Ministry of
Education has established a High-Level
ExpertsCommittee.Thiscommitteeaimsto
deliverwithin twomonths actionable rec-
ommendations thatwill reformexamina-
tionprocesses, enhance data security pro-
tocols, andpotentially restructure theNTA
tobettersafeguardagainstfuturebreaches.
Furthermore,theinvolvementoftheCBIsig-
nifiesacommitmenttoathorough, impar-
tial inquiry thatwillnotonly identify those
responsiblebutalsouncoversystemicweak-
nesses that allow such breaches to occur.
Additionally, the government has intro-
duced the Public ExaminationAct to curb
unfairpracticesanddeterpotentialwrong-
doers.Thisact imposesstringentpenalties,
including fines up to Rs one crore and im-
prisonment for up to 10 years for those
foundguiltyofcompromisingexamination
integrity. Thesemeasures are essential to
sendastrongdeterrentmessageandensure
thesanctityofpublicexaminations.

Whiletheimmediateactionsarerobust
andnecessary, further steps are crucial for
the long-termsecurity and integrity of the
examination system. For online examina-
tions, implementing cutting-edge encryp-
tiontechniquesandmulti-factorauthentica-
tioncanprotectagainstunauthorisedaccess.
Blockchaintechnologycanbeemployedto
track and secure examinationpapers from
creation to evaluation, ensuring that any
tamperingis immediatelydetectable.

For traditional, offline examinations,
stringent security measures are vital at
every stage. This includes tamper-evident
packaging for examinationmaterials, se-
curetransportation,andrigorouschecksat
all handling points. Employing real-time
GPS tracking for logistics and using digital
watermarkingcanalsosignificantlyreduce
the risk of leaks. Employing AI-powered
proctoringsystemscanenhance themon-
itoring of examinations, reducing the
chancesofcheating.Biometricverification
can ensure that candidates arewho they
claim to be, adding another layer of secu-
rity totheexaminationprocess.

Additionally,conductingfrequent, thor-
oughauditsbyindependentbodiescanhelp
identifyvulnerabilitieswithintheexamina-
tionprocess.Transparentandregularreviews
make sure that security protocols are ad-
hered to and anydiscrepancies are swiftly
addressed.Topreventfuturefailuresofdig-
ital locks leading to themanual openingof
examinationbookletboxesanddelaysindis-
tributingquestionpapers, rigorousmainte-
nanceschedulesandbackupprotocolsmust
be implemented. Regular maintenance
checks should ensuredigital locks are fully
functional before exams.Additionally, staff
shouldbetrainedinemergencyprocedures
forsecuremanualoverridesundersupervi-
sion.Thesemeasureswillhelpminimisedis-
ruptionsandupholdexaminationintegrity.

Integrityworkshops emphasising the
virtues of fairness and integrity, alongside
regulardialogueinvolvingstudents,parents,
educators, and policymakers, represent
proactivemeasuresthatcouldsignificantly
enhance examination integrity. Engaging
stakeholdersinthesediscussionswouldcul-
tivate a vigilant community, thereby safe-
guarding against any unauthorised access
toanswerkeys.Theseinitiativesnotonlyad-
dress immediate concerns but also lay the
groundwork for long-term improvements
intheexaminationprocess.

With over 10million students register-
ing annually for various exams under the
NTA and a remarkable 12.3million candi-
dates in 2023 alone, the NTA stands as a
globalleaderamongexamination-conduct-
ingbodies.Thissubstantialparticipationun-
derscorestheinfluentialroleexaminations
hold in shaping the aspirations of India’s
youth.Inlightof thesenumbersandIndia’s
renowned education system, the govern-
ment’s proactivemeasures are commend-
able and far-reaching, aimed at ensuring
long-termintegrityandreliability.Theseac-
tionswillnotonlyaddressimmediatechal-
lenges but also lay a robust foundation for
safeguardingthedreamsandaspirationsof
millions of students. This approachprom-
ises to strengthen trust in the educational
system, promoting fairness and trans-
parencyforgenerationstocome.

Lookingahead,thefutureofIndiancom-
petitiveexamshingesoninnovativestrate-
gies geared towards ensuring fairness and
efficiency.Asdigitaltechnologiescontinueto
shapeeducation,theadoptionofrobustdig-
ital securitymeasures emerges as a critical
imperative. Implementing state-of-the-art
encryptionprotocolsandrigorousauthenti-
cationmechanismsforonlineexaminations
willbeastrongdefenceagainstcyberthreats
andunauthorisedaccess.Thisproactiveap-
proachnot only safeguards the integrity of
assessmentsbutalsodevelopstrustamong
stakeholders. Embracing advancements in
dataanalyticsandpredictivemodellingcan
furtheroptimiseexamlogisticsandresource
allocation, ensuring smoother administra-
tionandreducedoperationalchallenges.

With the convergence of technological
advancements and educational priorities,
the trajectoryof Indian competitive exams
could lead to streamlined processes and
heightenedcredibility.Byadheringtothese
forward-thinkingstrategies,theeducational
landscape can uphold its commitment to
fairness, transparency,andexcellence,ulti-
mately supporting the aspirations of stu-
dentsandenhancingtheintegrityofthena-
tion’seducationalsystem.

Thewriter isdirector, IIMIndore

Astechnologycontinuestoshapeeducation, it
offerssolutionsthatcanensureefficiencyand

credibilityofcompetitiveexams

CR Sasikumar

THEMANUFACTURINGSECTOR’Sshareinthe
GDP has stagnated as per the National
AccountsStatistics. In2014-15,thesharewas
16.1per cent at currentprices. It fell by three
percentage points by 2022-23. At constant
prices (net of inflation), the share declined
marginallyto15.6percent.MakeinIndia,ini-
tiatedinOctober2014,wasoneofthefirstpol-
icymeasures of the then-incoming govern-
ment. It aimed to raise themanufacturing
sector’s share in theGDP to 25per cent and
create 100million jobs by 2022 (in addition
totheexisting60millionatthetime).

Achievingthegoalrequiredsubstantialin-
vestments. Policymakers reasoned that in-
vestorswerewaryof settingupfactoriesand
firms. India suffered fromexcessive capital
and labour regulation, requiring a reduction
of the “regulatory cholesterol”, to use popu-
lar policy jargon. The government sought to
credibly andmeasurably reduce the regula-
tory burdenbybenchmarking themagainst
the globally accepted yardstick of theWorld
Bank’s Ease of Doing Business Index (EDBI)
ranking.India’sEDBIrankimprovedfrom142
in 2014-15 to 63 in 2019-20. Alas, it failed to
boostindustrialinvestmentoroutputgrowth.
TheannualgrowthrateofGDPmanufacturing
plummeted froma peak of 13.1 per cent in
2015-16toanegative3percent in2019-20.

Whatwentwrong? India chaseda tech-
nically dubious and politically motivated
index whose ranks (improvements in
them)were not associatedwith increased
investments anywhere. Incidentally, WB
scrapped the index in 2021, as it became a

professionalembarrassment.
The real gainers of the EDBI are perhaps

theemployers,asthereformsreplacedstate-
mandatedregulationwithself-certification
of labour law compliance. For instance, the
boilerinspectorate’sannualmandatorycer-
tificationof industrialboilers—acritical in-
dustrialsafetyrequirement—isreplacedby
voluntary,private,third-partyinspection.Its
compliance is reportedly zero in
Maharashtraasof 2023.

AftertheborderclashesinGalwaninJune
2020, India launched the atmanirbhar ab-
hiyan (self-reliance campaign) to augment
domestic production—withabudgetof up
toonepercentofGDP—toreducedepend-
enceoncriticalindustrialimportssuchasac-
tivepharmaceuticalingredients(APIs)orfer-
tilisers for agriculture. In 2021, the
governmentlaunchedtheProduction-linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme to boost themanu-
facturing of 14 highly imported and strate-
gic industrial goods.

Noneofthesehaveworked,atleastasyet.
Themuch-publicisedboominproductionand
exportsofmobilephoneshasmerelyshifted
the imports fromthefinishedgoodto itsun-
derlyingcomponentswithmodestdomestic
value-addition. Indianeedsto invest incom-
ponentmanufacturing. The industrial (gross
valueadded)growthrate, at constantprices,
was amere three per cent per year during
2014-22, as per the Annual Survey of
Industries—credibleestimatesbasedonthe
productionaccountsofregisteredfactories—
compared to theGDPgrowth rateof 6-7per

cent.As industrialproductionwasnotgrow-
ing fast enough tomeet domestic demand,
netimports,especiallyfromChina,ballooned
toover$70billion in2021-22, and increased
to over $100 billion in 2023-24,with China
emergingasIndia’s largesttradingpartner.

Accordingtonationalaccountsdata,pol-
icy efforts failed to augment the aggregate
fixedinvestmentrate(grossfixedcapitalfor-
mation),whichhoversaround30percentof
GDP at current prices. Its composition
has shifted towards services (mainly
telecomand infrastructure),with itsmanu-
facturingsharestagnatingat18percent (or
decliningmarginally).

However,thelackofindustrialinvestment
isfargraverthanthenationalaccountfigures
reveal. Themanufacturing sector’s perform-
ancewas overstated in the current series of
NAS—as brought out in the unresolvedde-
bateontheGDPestimates.AstheASIdataup
to 2021-22 is available, it is possible to com-
pare theNAS andASI investment estimates
formanufacturingtogetarealitycheck.

AspertheNAS,grossfixedcapitalforma-
tion (GFCF) and net fixed capital formation
(NFCF)grewonaverageat5.3and6.9percent
annuallyfrom2014-15to2021-22atconstant
prices. The comparableASI estimates are (-)
1.6percentand(-)9.6percentperyear.The
Covidpandemicmayhavecontributedtothe
highnegativefigureofNFCF.Ifwerestrictthe
estimateto2019-20, theNFCFgrowthisstill
(-)1.6percent.Hence,thebottomlineisthat
since 2014-15, therehas practically beenno
expansion of the net fixed investment rate,

thus leading to a stagnation inmanufactur-
ing capacity. India’s industrial imports have
boomed to meet the demand-supply
gap,mainly fromChina— anational strate-
gic threat.Moreover, the share of labour-in-
tensive exports has dwindled, hurting
employmentgrowth.

Why did policymakers fail to notice the
abysmal investment growth?They seemto
have followed the NAS’s estimates, whose
fault lines are now well documented
(“Revisiting the GDP Estimation Debate”,
Economic & Political Weekly, October 30,
2021). Hopefully, the National Statistical
Officewill correct the shortcomings in the
revisedseries,whosepreparationisexpected
tocommenceshortly.

If theprecedingargumentsandevidence
are valid, there is anurgent need for awell-
designed industrial policy to address the
problemof lackofnetinvestmentgrowthin
manufacturing.Suchapolicymustprioritise
productive investment over speculative
propertydevelopmentpromotedbyphysical
infrastructure inmetros and highways to
nowhere.Thegovernmentmustaligntrade
andindustrialpoliciestoaugmentdomestic
investment, improve domestic value addi-
tion and export competitiveness. Small
industryrequireslocalised,context-specific,
and “last-mile” interventions to boost
productiveemployment.

Thewriter isatCentreforLiberalEducation,
IndianInstituteofTechnologyBombay.

Viewsarepersonal

Puttingmanufacturing on track

RNagaraj

Governmentmustimprovevalueadditionandexportcompetitiveness

HimanshuRai

RAJA MANDALA
by CRajaMohan

ThechurntriggeredbygrowinginterdependenceofEuropeanandAsiantheatresisaccompaniedbythe
riseofmiddlepowerswithinfluenceacrossEurasia. Indiacanusethistoincreasenationalpower
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PALLAVISMART
MUMBAI, JUNE25

AS THE Indian Institute of
Management(IIM)Mumbai,for-
merly National Institute of
Industrial Engineering (NITIE),
welcomed its first batch earlier
this month, female students
havemore than doubled com-
paredtolastyearortheyearsbe-
fore that. This year, the propor-
tion of female students has
jumped to 47.1 per cent against
21percent lastyear.

Outof518studentswhotook
admission this year, thenumber
offemalestudentsstandat245,a
significantmilestoneintheinsti-
tute’s history,mostlydominated
bymalestudentsuntilnow.

Lastyear,whenitwasstillNI-
TIE, out of 497 students who
took admission, only 108were
female, accounting for 21 per
centof theentirebatch.

According to the institute,
apart from several initiatives
taken to encourage gender di-
versityon thecampus, changed
eligibilitycriteriaforadmissions
—allowingnon-engineerstoap-
ply—hasbeenasignificantcon-
tributor to this jump in ratio of
female students.

Out of the 518 students ad-

mittedthisyear,152arenon-en-
gineers.Andamongthenon-en-
gineers,almost74percentor112
are female while only 40 are
male.Evenasstudents fromen-
gineeringbackground continue
to dominate admissions, with
29.3 per cent of non-engineers
taking admission this year, the
institutebelievesthismaybethe
beginningof anewtrend.

Prof Rauf Iqbal, Dean of
Student Affairs at IIMMumbai,
said, “This year the institutehas
received participation of stu-
dents, both men and women,
fromacrossmultipledisciplines
and this has been instrumental
inopeningopportunitiestostu-
dents,particularlywomenfrom
diverse fields toapply.”

Aftergainingthestatusof IIM
inAugust last year, the institute
fromthisacademicyearisoffer-

ingMBAdegreesinsteadandad-
mission is not restricted to only
engineers. These courses are —
MBA(General),MBAinSustain-
ability and Management, and
MBA in Operations and Supply
ChainManagement.

According to data shared by
theinstitute,with177womenout
of a total 315 students, MBA
(General)hasthebiggestshareof
female students on the campus.
WhileMBA in Operations and
Supply ChainManagement has
55 female students of a total of
173 admissions;MBA in Sustai-
nability Management has 13
womenoutof31students.

According to IIMMumbai, it
was a result of their series of str-
ategic initiativesunder its “Dive-
rsityAttractionStrategy”aimedat
encouragingmorewomentoap-
ply. These include targeted out-
reachprogrammes, scholarship
opportunities patronised by in-
dustry,andmentorshipschemes
tosupportfemaleapplicants.

InstituteDirector ProfManoj
Tiwari said, “While anewhostel
isinthemaking,currentlythereis
onehostelforgirlsapartfromtwo
floors in aboyshostel dedicated
togirls. Earlier, PhDScholars and
defenceprofessionalswouldstay
in thebuildingwhich is nowen-
tirelymadeavailabletogirls.”

In IIM Mumbai first batch,
47% female students, 26%
jump from last NITIE batch

Of518studentsadmitted
thisyearat IIM-Mumbai,
152arenon-engineers. File

Meerut:TheUttarPradeshPolice
have takenactionagainst an in-
spector and a sub-inspector in
Hathras after two brothers al-
legedlydiedbysuicideinanAgra
villageoverallegedcustodialtor-
ture.
Sanjay Singh, 45, was found

deadonJune22,andhisbrother
PramodSingh,50,ahomeguard,
was found dead on June 24.
Pramod left a suicide note in
which he accused the cops of
“torturing” him andhis brother
incustody. ENS

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,JUNE25

THE KERALA High Court
Tuesday granted bail to 17 ac-
tivists/leadersofbannedPopular
Front of India (PFI) who were
chargesheeted under UAPA in
the 2022 murder of A
Sreenivasan, an RSS leader in
Palakkad.

“While arriving at the belief
that the accusation against the
accused person is prima facie
true, the court has to lean in
favourofthefundamentalrights
of theaccusedandnot in favour
oftherestrictionsthatcanbeim-
posed on those rights,” said a
bench of justices A K
Jayasankaran Nambiar and
SyamKumarVM.

The bench, however, denied
bailtonineof theaccused,allPFI
men allegedly involved in the

murderof Sreenivasan.
Of the 51 accused, only 44

couldbearrestedsofar.Afewof
the arrested, according to the
NIA, had been part of giving
arms training for PFI cadres to
commit terrorist acts.

Granting bail to 17 accused,
the High Court imposed strin-
gent conditions on them. They
havebeenorderedtosharetheir
mobile numbers and real-time
GPS locationswith the investi-
gating officer. Besides that, the
accused shall not leave Kerala,
shall surrender their passports
and keep their mobile phones
charged and active round-the-
clock, theHighCourt said.

Sreenivasanwasmurdered
onApril16,2022,adayafter the
murderofaPFIworker,ASubair.
The RSS worker’s murder was
one of the cases that led to the
ban of PFI by the Centre in
September2022.

Panaji:Goapolice have arrested
twopersons in connectionwith
thepartialdemolitionof ahouse
inNorthGoa’sAssagaooveranal-
legedproperty-relateddispute.

Police said aMumbai-based
womanhasalsobeenbooked. In
the police complaint, the com-
plainant Prinsha Agarwadekar,
said that on Saturday, at around

11.30am,atleast15peoplebarged
into the house in Bairo Alto
Assagao,whereshehasbeen liv-
ingwithher family for over two
decades,andtoldherthatthereis
an order to demolish thehouse.
Theydemolishedthehousewith
anearth-mover,andherhusband
andsonhadbeenabducteddur-
ingthedemolition. ENS

Bengaluru: A special court for
elected representatives in
Bengaluru on Tuesday granted
bail to Tamil Nadu Minister
UdhayanidhiStalininacasefiled
bya local activist forhurting re-
ligious feelings of followers of
SanatanDharmathroughhisal-
legedprovocative statements.

Udhayanidhipresentedhim-
self beforethecourtof the42nd
additional chief metropolitan
magistrate Tuesday and filed a
bail application in thecase.

The court observed that the

chargesofprovocationandhurt-
ing religious feelings under IPC
sections 153, 298 and 500 “are
bailable innature”.

“Thesaidaccusedisreleased
on bail on executing personal
bond of Rs.50,000,” the special
court stated. The court ad-
journed thematter for hearing
onAugust8. ENS

TN minister
Udhayanidhi
Stalin

‘Custodial torture’:
2 brothers die by
suicide in UP

Kerala HC grants bail to
17 accused PFI members
in RSS leader murder case

15 ‘barge into Goa house, demolish
it after abducting residents’, 2 held

Sanatan Dharma remarks:
Udayanidhi Stalin gets bail
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GOLD
`72,550

USDRATE
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OIL
$85.17

SILVER
`91,500
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GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI, JUNE25

AHEADOFtheUnionBudget,the
general insurancesectorhas re-
ceivedabumper relief amount-
ing tooverRs18,000crorewith
theGSTCouncildroppingthetax
demand that the insurers had
beenslappedwith.

ThereliefsallowedbytheGST
Council include the dropping of
GSTdemandsamountingtoover
Rs 18,000 crore at an industry
level, providing a significant
respitetothesector,accordingto
the General Insurance Council
(GI Council), the apex body of
general insurance companies in
India. The GST demandwas on
co-insurance and reinsurance
commissionsandtaxingof rein-
suranceoncropschemes.

GI Council’s argument was
that GST demands on co-insur-
ance and reinsurance commis-
sionslackalegalfoundationand
it also highlighted the implica-
tions of taxing reinsurance of
cropinsuranceschemesasitmay
not benefit the farmers. “These
efforts culminated in the GST
Council granting the much-
neededrelief,”GICouncil said.

TheGSTrelief cameafter the
General Insurance Council ac-
tively engaged in gathering in-

dustry feedback,organisingses-
sionswithinsuranceplayersand
tax consultants, and coordinat-
ingmeetingswith the Revenue
Secretary, Ministry of Finance,
said an official. The reliefswere
clearedintheGSTCouncilmeet-
ingheldonJune22.

In a coinsurance arrange-
ment,multiple insurers (leader
andfollower)covertheriskofthe
insured. The leader collects the
entirepremium,dischargesGST,
and apportions the premium to
co-insurers.TheTaxdepartment
alleged that the follower’s share
constitutesan“OutwardSupply”
under GST law, requiring GST
payment despite the leader al-
readydischargingGSTontheto-

talpremium.
According to the GI Council,

the transaction between the
Leader and Co-insurer was de-
clared as “no supply” under
ScheduleIIIof theCGSTAct.“No
GSTwill be paid on such trans-
actions. Past cases will be
dropped,” it said.

OnGSTonreinsurancecom-
mission, theGI Council said this
commissionisadeductionfrom
the reinsurance premiumpaid
by the insurer to the reinsurer,
which is considered a discount.
Thetaxdepartmentallegedthat
the reinsurance commission is
theinsurer’sincome,necessitat-
ing GST payment. The transac-
tionofcedingcommission/rein-
surance commission between
insurerandreinsurerdeclaredas
“nosupply”underScheduleIIIof
theCGSTAct.NoGSTwillbepaid
on such transactions and past
caseswillbedropped, it said.

GSTliabilityonpoliciesunder
government schemes for farm-
ers/cropriskwasexemptedfrom
July 1, 2017. However, reinsur-
ancepremiumswerenotexempt
untilJanuary24,2018.Duetothe
absenceof aspecificexemption,
the Tax department proposed
GSTdemandsfortheperiodfrom
July1,2017, to January23,2018.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JUNE25

RESERVE BANK of India (RBI)
Governor Shaktikanta Das on
Tuesday emphasised having an
unambiguous commitment to
bringdown inflation to the4per
centtarget,asanywrongmoveat
thisstagecould‘severelycompro-
mise’ growth. TheGovernor said
thatinflationhasbeeneasingbut
thepaceofmoderationisslow.In
May, the consumer price-based
inflation(CPI)softenedto4.7per
centfrom4.8percentinApril.

“One severeweather event
and vegetable pricesmay goup
andwewill be at 5per cent (CPI
inflation).Wehavetonavigateour
pathtowardsthe4percentinfla-
tiontargetwithaclearandunam-
biguous focus and commitment
tobringdowntheinflationtothe
target. There cannot be anywa-
veringordistractionsatthisstage
because any distractionwill se-
verelycompromisegrowth,”Das
saidwhilespeakingatanevent.

In the policy announced on
June 7, the RBI’s six-member
Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) decided to leave the repo

rateunchangedat6.5percentfor
theeightconsecutivepolicies.The

Governor’sstatementcomesdays
aftertwoexternalmembersofthe

MPC—JayanthVarmaandAshima
Goyal—dissentedfromtheother
fourmembersand favoureda25
basispoints(bps)cutinthepolicy
rateduring the Junepolicy. They
also voted to change the policy
stancetoneutralfromwithdrawal
ofaccommodation.

“There is one gamewhere if
youmakeawrongmove,youare
finished… that is the game of
chess.Therefore,asinthegameof
chess,we cannot afford tomake
anymistakeorpolicyerrororany
wrongmove...”Dassaid.

FULLREPORTON
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Adani to invest
`2Lcr ingreen
energycapacity
NewDelhi:Adanigroupislook-
ing to invest about Rs 2 lakh
crore by 2030 to build 40 gi-
gawatts of renewable energy
generation capacity, as it tar-
getsnetzeroemissionsacross
businesses by 2050, top offi-
cials saidonTuesday. Theap-
ple-to-airport conglomerate
currentlyhasover10GWofca-
pacity to generate electricity
from renewable sources like
sunlightandwindenergyand
islookingtoadd6-7GWevery
year to reach50GWby2030.
“Considering the ballpark
number of Rs 5 crore per
megawatt, the investment
could be in the range of Rs 2
lakh crore by 2030,” Adani
GreenEnergyexecutivedirec-
torSagarAdanisaid. PTI

DFSSecretary
meetsCEOsof
PSUbanks
NewDelhi: Financial Services
Secretary Vivek Joshi on
TuesdayaskedCEOsofpublic
sectorbanks towork towards
reaching the lastmile to fur-
therstrengthenfinancialinclu-
sion initiatives taken by the
government.Whilereviewing
progressofvariousflagshipfi-
nancial inclusion schemes of
thegovernmenthere,Joshire-
quested banks to givemore
thrustonimprovingcustomer
experience. PTI

BRIEFLY

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JUNE25

GLOBALRATINGfirmMoody’shas
warned that India’s growingwa-
tershortageandfrequentclimate
change-drivennatural disasters
cannegativelyaffectthecountry’s
sovereigncreditstrength.

India’swatershortagecandis-
rupt farmand industry sectors,
Moody’ssaid,addingthatit’sdetri-
mental to thecredithealthof the
sovereignas rising food inflation
anddecline in incomemayspark
socialunrest.

Moody’ssaiddecreasesinwa-
tersupplycandisruptagricultural
productionand industrial opera-
tions,resultingininflationinfood
pricesandhencecanbedetrimen-
tal to credithealthof sectors that
heavily consumewater, such as
coalpowergenerators andsteel-
makers. India’s fast economic
growth,accompaniedbyrapidin-
dustrialisationandurbanisation,
willreducewateravailabilityinthe
world’smostpopulouscountry,it

saidinareportonenvironmental
riskfacingIndia.

Accordingtothefirm,thewa-
terstress isworseningbecauseof
anaccelerationofclimatechange,
which is causing increasingly in-
tense and frequent extreme cli-
mateeventssuchasdroughts,heat
wavesandfloods. Indiaisfacinga
growingwater shortageaswater
consumptionincreasesamidrapid
economicgrowthandincreasingly
frequentnatural disastersdue to
climatechange,Moody’ssaid.
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DOMESTIC STOCKmarket in-
dices, the Sensex and Nifty,
closedatrecordhighsonTuesday
drivenby a rally in financial and
bankingstocks.

The BSE’s 30-share Sensex
rose 712.44 points, or 0.92 per
cent, toendatanall-timehighof
78,053.52.The indexcrossedthe
78,000markforthefirsttime.The

broaderNifty 50 jumped183.45
points,or0.78percent,toendata
newpeakof23,721.3.

“Thedomesticmarketexperi-
enced a financial sector-driven
rally today, primarily led bypri-
vate banks,with theNifty Bank
reaching a new high and the
Sensex surpassing 78,000,” said
Vinod Nair, Head of Research,
GeojitFinancialServices.

Cashmarket volumeson the
NSE rose about 3 per cent to Rs
1.25lakhcrore.

NewDelhi:Onthefirstdayof the
spectrum auctions on Tuesday,
telecom operators Reliance Jio,
Bharti Airtel and Vodafone Idea
placedbidsworthRs11,164crore
against airwaves worth Rs
96,000croreputupforsale.This
means of the total spectrum of
10,523 MHz on sale, only 131
MHz or 1.2 per cent got sold on
the first day, which saw five
roundsofbidding.

However,withdemandseen
in the 1800MHz band inWest
Bengal, Bihar,MP, andUP (East)
circles; 900 MHz in Punjab,
Rajasthan, UP (East) andWest
Bengal; and in 2100 MHz in
Assam, J&K andNorth-East, the
auction is expected to continue
for a fewmore days.While the
proceeds are higher than the
government’s internal estimate
of around Rs 10,000 crore, it’s
nearer the lower band of esti-
mate of around Rs 14,000 crore
byanalysts. JATINGROVER,FE

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR
No. NIT/2024-25/5097-5106 Date 24.06.2024
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■ The reliefs allowed
by theGSTCouncil
include thedropping
of GSTdemands
amounting tooverRs
18,000 crore at an
industry level

■ TheGSTdemand
wason co-insurance
and reinsurance
commissions and
taxingof reinsurance
on crop schemes

RELIEFBYGSTCOUNCIL

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEWDELHI,JUNE25

ASCOVID-19andtheRedSeacri-
sispushedshippingratesseveral
fold higher, hitting exports, ex-
portershaveurgedthegovernm-
ent to develop Indian shipping
linesofglobalreputetoboostex-
ports. At thepre-Budget consul-
tationmeetingchairedbyFinance
MinisterNirmala Sitharamanon
Tuesday, traders also asked for
loweringdutyonimportsofpre-
ciousmetals to arrest decline in
gemsandjewelleryexports.

Federation of Indian Export
Organisations (FIEO) president
Ashwani Kumar suggested the
government to extend the
Interest Equalisation Scheme
(IES) forfiveyears.Theschemeis
aimedatcompensatingthemfor
aportionof theinterestonloans.
Gem and Jewellery Export
PromotionCouncil(GJEPC)chair-
manVipul Shah, at themeeting,
sought removal of equalisation
levy for rough diamonds high-
lighting thatgemsandjewellery
exportsdeclined30percentdur-
ing the last financial year and

havealready slipped15per cent
todatethisyear.

“We request focus for devel-
oping an Indian shipping line of
globalrepute.India’soutwardre-
mittanceon transport services is
increasingwithrisingexports.We
remitted over $109 billion as
transport servicecharge in2022.
Asthecountrymovestowardsthe
goalof$1trillion(goodsexports),
this will touch $200 billion by
2030. A25per cent shareby the
Indianshippinglinecansave$50
billionyear-on-yearbasis.Thiswill
also reduce arm twistingby for-
eignshippinglines,particularlyof
ourmicro,smallandmediumen-
terprises (MSMEs),” Kumar said
atthemeeting.Weeksaftertheat-

tacks in the crucial RedSea ship-
pingroute,Asia-to-NorthEurope
rates hadmore thandoubled to
above $4,000 per 40-foot con-
tainer. Exporters complained
about the additional surcharge
thatwasseenasarbitraryduring
crunch times for exports. Indian
goods exports during the last fi-
nancial year slipped near 5 per
cent amid decline in demand
fromWesterncountries.

HesaidthattheIES ishelping
exports and that the scheme
shouldbeextendedforfiveyears.
The scheme is valid till June 30,
2024.“Lookingintotheriseinin-
terestratesconsequenttoincrease
in repo rate from4.4 per cent to
6.5percentinthelast2years,The

subventionratesmayberestored
backfrom3percentto5percent
formanufacturersinMSMEsand
from2percentto3percentforall
in respect of 410 tariff lines,”
Kumaradded.

Exporters also sought funds
forresearchanddevelopment,ar-
guing that 35 out of 38
OrganisationforEconomicCo-op-
erationandDevelopment(OECD)
countriesprovideeitherlowertax
or higher deductiononR&Dex-
penditure. “We request that the
weighted tax deduction under
Section35(2AB)maybeincreased
to250-300percentandtheben-
efit under Section 35(2AB)may
also be extended to Limited
Liability Partnership (LLP),

PartnershipFirmsandProprietary
firms,asMSMEunitslargelyfallin
thesecategories,”FIEOstated.

Shahsought reduction in im-
portdutyongoldbarfrom15per
centto4percentongroundsthat
itwillensurethatdutyblockageof
aroundRs982.16croreresultingin
moreworkingcapital inhand for
industry.“Untappedexportpoten-
tial for gold jewellery canbe re-
alisedwithmoreworkingcapital
(at least$2billionof$11billionin
a medium period of 2 years).
GJEPChassoughtreductioninim-
portdutyonsilverbarsfrom10per
cent to4per cent; and reduction
in importdutyonplatinumbars
from12.5per cent to4per cent,”
Shahsaidinthemeeting.

EXPORTERSPITCHATPRE-BUDGETCONSULTATIONS

PRAVEENPARAMASIVAM,
MUNSIFVENGATTIL&
ADITYAKALRA
SRIPERUMBUDUR,JUNE25

The twowomen standing near
theentrancetotheiPhonefactory
insouthernIndiawereupset.

Parvathi and Janaki, sisters in
their 20s, had come to theplant,
run by major Apple supplier
Foxconn, for interviews inMarch
2023 after seeing job ads on
WhatsApp. But they had been
turnedawayatthemaingatebya
securityofficerwhostoppedthem
andasked:“Areyoumarried?”

“Wedidn’t get the jobs aswe
both aremarried,” Parvathi later
said inaninterviewathervillage
shanty. “Even the auto-rickshaw
driverwho tookus fromthebus
stand to the Foxconn facility told
us theywouldn’t takemarried
women,”sheadded.“Wethought
wewouldstillgiveitashot.”

A Reuters investigation has
found that Foxconnhas system-
aticallyexcludedmarriedwomen
fromjobsatitsmainIndiaiPhone
assembly plant, on the grounds
theyhavemore family responsi-
bilities than their unmarried
counterparts.SPaul,aformerhu-
man-resources executive at
FoxconnIndia,saidthecompany’s
executivesverballyconveythere-
cruitment rules to its Indianhir-
ingagencies,whichFoxconntasks
with scouting for candidates,
bringing them in for interviews
andemployingthem.

Thecompany’sviewwasthat
therewere “many issues post-
marriage,” Paul added. Among
them:Women“havebabiesafter
marriage.” Paul’s account was
corroborated by 17 employees
frommorethanadozenFoxconn
hiringagencies in India,andfour
currentand formerFoxconnhu-
man-resources executives.
Twelveofthesesourcesspokeon
conditionof anonymity.Theban
isn’t absolute. Three former
FoxconnHRexecutives said that
the manufacturer relaxes the
practice of not hiringmarried
womenduringhigh-production
periodswhenitsometimesfaces
labourshortages.

Inresponsetoquestionsfrom
Reuters, Apple and Foxconn ac-
knowledgedlapsesinhiringprac-
tices in 2022 and said they had
workedtoaddress the issues.All
thediscriminatorypracticesdoc-
umented by Reuters at the
Sriperumbudur plant, however,
tookplacein2023and2024.The
companies didn’t address those
instances. They also didn’t spec-
ifywhether any of the lapses in
2022relatedtothehiringofmar-
riedwomen.

Apple toldReuters it upholds
the “highest supply chain stan-
dards inthe industry,”andnoted
thatFoxconnemployssomemar-
riedwomeninIndia.

Inastatement,Foxconnsaidit
“vigorously refutes allegationsof
employment discrimination
based onmarital status, gender,
religionoranyotherform.”

AMIDDECLINEindemand
fromWesterncountries,
Indiangoodsexportsdur-
ingthelastfinancialyear
slippednear5percent.

Goodsexports
slipped5%
inlastfiscalE●EX
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Spectrum
auction Day 1:
Telcos place
bids worth
`11,164 crore

‘Foxconn rejects
married women from
India iPhone jobs’

‘Need Indian shippers with scale,
duty cuts on preciousmetals’

FinanceMinisterNirmalaSitharamanatapre-Budgetconsultationmeetingwith
representativesof tradeandservices. PTI

Residentscollectwater from
atanker inDelhi. PTI file

Growing water shortage
can hit India’s credit
strength, says Moody’s

General insurance sector
gets `18K-cr GST bonanza

Wehavetonavigate
ourpathtowardsthe

4%inflationtargetwitha
clearandunambiguous
focusandcommitmentto
bringdowninflationtothe
target.Therecan’tbeany
waveringordistractionsat
thisstage ...”
—SHAKTIKANTADAS
GOVERNOR,RESERVEBANKOF INDIA

File

File

Bank stocks send indices to new highs

‘Unambiguous commitment needed to bring down inflation’
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WITH THEOpposition’s increased strength
inLokSabha, itsmembersarehoping toget
the post of Deputy Speaker. There was no
Deputy Speaker for the 17th Lok Sabha
(2019-24).MThambiDurai of theAIADMK,
aBJPallyatthetime,wasDeputySpeakerof
the16thLokSabha (2014-19).

Congress MP Rahul Gandhi said on
Tuesday that the Oppositionwaswilling to
supporttheNDA’scandidateforSpeakerpro-
videdthegovernment followedparliamen-
tary convention and gave the Deputy
Speaker’s post to the Opposition. The
Oppositionhad the post of Deputy Speaker
continuously from1990through2014.

The government has sought support
from theOpposition forOmBirla, its candi-
date for Speaker, but has been unwilling to
extendanyassurancesonthepostofDeputy
Speaker.TheINDIAblochas,therefore,forced
a contest by nominating K Suresh of the
CongressasitscandidateforSpeaker.Itisun-
clear, however, whether the Trinamool
Congresswill supportSuresh.

WhatdoestheConstitutionsayabout
theDeputySpeaker?

According to Article 95(1), the Deputy
Speaker performs theduties of the Speaker
if thepostisvacant.TheDeputySpeakerhas
the same general powers as the Speaker
when presiding over the House. All refer-
encestothe“Speaker”intheRulesaredeem-
edtobereferencestotheDeputySpeakeras
well for the timeswhenheor shepresides.

Both the Speaker and Deputy Speaker
must be appointed “as soon as may be”.
Article 93 states that “The House of the
People shall, as soonasmaybe, choose two
members of the House to be respectively
SpeakerandDeputySpeaker”.

Article 178 contains the corresponding
provision for the Speakers and Deputy
Speakers in thestateAssemblies.

Is itmandatoryundertheConstitution
tohaveaDeputySpeaker?

TheConstitutiondoesnot specifya time
frameformakingtheappointments. It isthis
gap in the provision that sometimes allows
governments todelayoravoidappointinga
DeputySpeaker.

However, constitutional experts have
pointed out that bothArticle 93 andArticle
178 use the words “shall” and “as soon as
maybe”—indicatingthatnotonlyistheelec-
tion of the Speaker and Deputy Speaker
mandatory, itmustbeheldat theearliest.

Whataretherules for theelectionof the
DeputySpeaker?

Generally speaking, the practice in both
LokSabhaandstateAssemblieshasbeen to
elect the Speaker in the first session of the
newHouse—usually on the thirdday, after
theoath-takingandaffirmationshavetaken
placeover the first twodays.

Theelectionof theDeputySpeakerusu-
ally takes place in the second session, even
though there is no bar on having this elec-
tioninthefirstsessionof thenewLokSabha
or Assembly. But the election of Deputy
Speakerisgenerallynotdelayedbeyondthe
second session unless there are some gen-
uineandunavoidableconstraints.

In Lok Sabha, the election of Deputy
SpeakerisgovernedbyRule8of theRulesof
ProcedureandConductofBusiness.Accord-

ing to Rule 8, the election “shall be held on
suchdateastheSpeakermayfix”.TheDepu-
tySpeaker iselectedonceamotionpropos-
inghis orhername is carried.Onceelected,
theDeputySpeakerusuallycontinues inof-
ficeuntil thedissolutionof theHouse.

UnderArticle94(andArticle179forstate
Assemblies),theSpeakerorDeputySpeaker
“shall vacate his office if he ceases to be a
member of the House of the People”. They
may also resign (to each other), or “may be
removed from office by a resolution of the
Houseof thePeoplepassedbyamajorityof
all the thenmembersof theHouse”.

HasaDeputySpeakereverhadtofill in
foranabsentSpeaker?

After the first Speaker, G VMavalankar,
died in1956beforehis termended,Deputy

SpeakerMAnanthasayanamAyyangarfilled
infortheremainingtenureofLokSabhafrom
1956 to 1957. Ayyangarwas later elected as
Speakerof thesecondLokSabha.

Again,afterGMCBalayogiof theTelugu
Desam Party, the Speaker in the 13th Lok
Sabha,passedawayin2002,DeputySpeaker
andCongressMPPMSayeedbecameacting
SpeakerfortwomonthsuntilManoharJoshi
of theShivSenawaselectedSpeaker.

HowoftenhastheOppositionhadthe
postofDeputySpeakerof LokSabha?

DuringtheCongress-ledUPA-I(2004-09)
and UPA-II (2009-14) governments, the
Deputy Speaker’s postwaswith the Oppo-
sition— first with Charanjit Singh Atwal of
the Shiromani Akali Dal, and then with
KariyaMundaof theBJP.

When Atal Bihari Vajpayee was Prime
Ministerfrom1999to2004,Sayeedheldthe
post. Sayeedwas also Deputy Speaker dur-
ing theBJPgovernment from1998to1999.

TherewasnoDeputySpeakerduringthe
United Front government led by I K Gujral
from1997to1998.Between1996and1997,
theBJP’sSurajBhanheld thepostwhenHD
DeveGowdawasPrimeMinister.

In the10thLokSabha(1991-96),whenP
VNarasimhaRaowasPM,SMallikarjunaiah
of the BJP was Deputy Speaker. When
ChandraShekharwasPM(1990-91),Shivraj
Patil (Congress)wasDeputySpeaker.

M Thambi Durai first became Deputy
Speaker in the 8th Lok Sabha (1984-89)
when Rajiv Gandhi was PM. The DMK’s G
Lakshmananheldthepostfrom1980to1984
in the Indira Gandhi government. Each of
thesepartieswasaCongressallyatthetime.

GodeyMurahariof theCongressheldthe
postfrom1977to1979whentheJanatagov-
ernmentwas in power. Between 1969 and
1977, GG Swell of the All PartyHill Leaders
ConferenceservedasDeputySpeaker.

ThefirstfourDeputySpeakers,from1952
to1969,were fromtherulingCongress.
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THISPASTmonth,amidst relentlesslyhigh
temperatures, electricity demand inDelhi
repeatedly broke records. The unusually
high demand also led to frequent power
cuts in Delhi and neighbouring areas.
Several places in central and eastern India
facedsimilarorworsesituations.Thelackof
electricity,combinedwithabnormallyhigh
night temperatures,made livesmiserable,
andcouldhaveevencontributedtoseveral
heat-relateddeaths.

The unprecedented surge in electricity

demandisjustaglimpseofthekindofstress
thatcriticalinfrastructurefacesfromextreme
weather events and resultant disasters.
Powersystemsarenottheonlyonesthatare
vulnerable. Telecommunications, trans-
portation, health services, and even cyber
systems face disruptions due to disasters,
complicatinganalreadydifficultcrisissitua-
tion.Thebreakdownofessentialandemer-
gency servicesnotonlyhampers relief, res-
cueandrecovery,butalsoamplifiestherisks
andsometimesaddstothedevastation.

Makingcritical infrastructureresilientto
extremeevents anddisasters is, thus, a cru-
cialcomponentofclimatechangeadaptation.

Mounting losses
While early warnings and quick re-

sponse have significantly reduced human
casualties indisasters,economicandother
losses from extremeweather events and
disasters have been rising. This is mainly
duetotheincreaseinfrequencyandinten-

sityofsuchevents.Governmentdatashow
that in the five years between 2018 and
2023, states together spentmore than Rs
1.5lakhcroreondealingwiththeaftermath
of disastersandnatural calamities.

This is just the immediateexpenditure.
Long-term costs, in terms of livelihood
lossesforexample,orbecause
of a reduction in the fertility
ofagricultural land,aremuch
bigger and projected to
worsen over time. A 2022
World Bank report projected
thatthedeclineinproductivityduetoheat-
related stress could take away around 34
million jobs in India by 2030. Just the food
wastage, on account of transporting food
items in non air-conditioned trucks and
containers,wasalreadyworthabout$9bil-
lionannually, the report said.

Thedamagecausedtocriticalinfrastruc-
ture like transportation, telecommunica-
tions, and power supply by disasters and

extreme weather events is often not
countedingovernmentfigures,particularly
when these services are privately owned.
Butthisdamagecausesmassivedisruptions
andmakes thedisasterworse.

Incorporating resilience
Almost all the infrastruc-

ture sectors now have disas-
ter management plans in
place toprepareandrespond
to theseevents.

For instance, hospitals in
disaster-prone areas are equipping them-
selveswithbackuppowersupplies,airports
and railways are taking steps to avoid, or
quicklydrainout,waterlogging,andtelecom-
munication lines are being taken under-
ground.Butprogresson this fronthasbeen
slowandabulk of India’s infrastructure re-
mainsextremelyvulnerabletodisasters.

In the first of its kind exercise in any
Indian state, the Coalition for Disaster

Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI), an interna-
tional organisation set upon India’s initia-
tive, carried out a study of the electricity
transmission and distribution infrastruc-
ture inOdisha, a state at high risk fromcy-
clones. It found that the state’s infrastruc-
turewasextremely fragile.

The study, which was published last
week, revealed thatmore than30per cent
ofthedistributionsubstationswerelocated
within 20 km of the coastline, and 80 per
cent of the electricitypoleswere suscepti-
bletohighwindspeeds.Also,morethan75
percentofdistributionlineswereinstalled
morethan30yearsago,anddonothavethe
capacity towithstand cyclonicwinds. The
situation is unlikely to be very different in
othercoastal states.

CDRI,asthenamemakesitevident,was
created in2019with the express objective
ofmakingcritical infrastructureresilientto
natural disasters. An international body
headquartered in India, CDRI is supposed

todevelopintoaknowledgehubforimple-
menting these transitions. More than 30
countriesarenowpartof thiscoalitionand
areworkingwithCDRI to strengthen their
infrastructure.ButonlyafewstatesinIndia
havesofarsoughttheexpertiseandcollab-
orationof CDRI.

Indiaisstill intheprocessofdeveloping
itsinfrastructure.Mostoftheinfrastructure
thathasbeenproposedtostandinIndiaby
2030 is still tobebuilt.

It is much easier, and cost-effective, to
incorporate disaster resilience at the time
ofbuildingthantoretrofitthesefeaturesat
a later stage. All the upcoming infrastruc-
tureprojectsneedtobeclimatesmart—not
just sustainable and energy efficient, but
also resilient todisasters.

Having taken the initiative to create
CDRI toserve theentireworld, Indianeeds
tobuildtherighttemplatesforthemostre-
silient infrastructure, ones that canwith-
standmulti-hazarddisasters.
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CHINA’SCHANG’E-6onTuesdaybecamethe
first spacecraft to bring back samples from
the far side of theMoon— the part that the
Earthnevergets tosee.

ThelanderdescendedontheMoon’ssur-
faceonJune1,andspenttwodayscollecting
rocks and soil from one of the oldest and
largestof lunarcraters—the2,500km-wide
SouthPole-Aitken (SPA)basin—using a ro-
boticarmanddrill.

The lander then launched an ascent
module that transferred the samples to the
Chang’e-6 orbiter that was orbiting the
Moon. On June 21, the orbiter released a
servicemodule thatbroughtback thesam-
ples toEarth.

Is this thefirst timeaspacecrafthas
brought lunarsamplestoEarth?

No. Back in July 1969, the US Apollo 11

mission brought 22 kgof lunar surfacema-
terial, including 50 rocks, to Earth. In
September1970,theSovietLuna16mission
— the first robotic sample returnmission—
too, broughtpieces of theMoon toEarth. In
recent years, Chang’e-5, the predecessor of
Chang’e-6,broughtback2kgof lunarsoil in
December2020.

All these samples, however, came from
the near side of theMoon. Difficult terrain,
giantcraters,andthedifficultyincommuni-
catingwith ground controlmade it techni-
cally challenging to landaspacecraft on the
side thatnever faces theEarth. TheMoon is
tidally lockedwith Earth; thuswe see only
onesideof ournearest spaceneighbour.

Chang’e-4overcamethesedifficulties in
2019,putting theYutu-2roveronthe far lu-
nar surface. Now, Chang’e-6 has not only
landedonthefarside,butalsoreturnedwith
samplesfromthere.“This isagreatachieve-
ment by China... Recovering any samples
fromtheMoonisdifficult,butdoingsofrom
thefarside,wherecommunicationsarepar-

ticularlydifficult, is a step takenbynoother
agency. A real technological feat,” Martin
Barstow, a professor of astrophysics and
space science at the University of Leicester,
toldTheGuardian.

Butwhyaresamplereturnmissions
significant inthefirstplace?

AsamplereturnmissionsuchasChang’e-
6 aims to collect and return
samples from an extraterres-
trial location like theMoon or
Mars to Earth for analysis. The
samplecanberocksorsoil—or
evensomemolecules.

In situ robotic explorations — inwhich
landers,orbiters,androverscarryoutexper-
imentsinspaceoronheavenlybodies—can
carry onlyminiature instruments that are
not very sophisticated or accurate, and an-
sweronlycertain typesof questions. For in-
stance,theycan’tdeterminetheoriginorage
of a rock.

If thesamplescanbebroughttoEarth,on

theotherhand,scientistscanexaminethem
usingextremelysensitivelaboratoryinstru-
ments. They can study the “chemical, iso-
topic,mineralogical,structural,andphysical
properties of extraterrestrial samples from
themacroscopic level down to the atomic
scale, frequently all on the very same sam-
ple,” Lori S Glaze, director of NASA’s plane-
tarysciencedivision,wroteinJanuary2020.

Also, returned samples can
be preserved for decades, and
canbeexaminedbyfuturegen-
erations using evermore ad-
vanced technology. The sam-
plesbroughtbackbytheApollo

missions in the1960sand1970sare still be-
ing studiedby scientists,whoareextracting
informationonthehistoryoftheMoon,Earth,
andthe innersolarsystem.

India’sChandrayaan-4mission,whichis
currentlyunderdevelopmentby the Indian
SpaceResearchOrganisation(ISRO),willalso
beasamplereturnmission.Chandrayaan-3
landedabout600kmfromtheSouthPoleof

theMoon lastyear.

Whatcanthe lunarsamplesbroughtby
Chang’e-6reveal?

Thelunarfarsideisgeologicallydifferent
fromthenearside.Ithasathickercrust,more
craters, and fewer plains where lava once
flowed. But scientists donot knowwhy the
two sides are so different — and an exami-
nationoftheChang’e-6samplescouldthrow
upsomeanswers.

SamplescollectedfromtheSPAbasincan
alsorevealthetimeframeforlunarcratering.
Thecollisionthatcreatedthebasinmayhave
excavatedenoughmaterialfromtheMoon’s
lower crust anduppermantle,which could
give insights into theMoon’s history and,
possibly, itsorigins.

Thesamplescanalsosuggestwaystouse
lunarresourcesforfuturelunarandspaceex-
ploration. For instance, lunar soil could be
used to produce bricks to build future lunar
researchbasesthrough3Dprinting.Scientists
arealsointerestedinthepotentialpresenceof

iceat theMoon’spoles. Icecanbeharvested
forwater,oxygenandhydrogen—andthelat-
ter twocanbeused inarocketpropellant.

Whyis thereanew‘race’ totheMoon?
In 2023, India, China, Japan, the US, and

Russia launched lunar missions. By 2030,
morethan100Moonmissionsbybothgov-
ernments and private companies are ex-
pected, according to the European Space
Agency.

Countries such as China and theUS also
wanttoputastronautsontheMoonby2030.
ThesuccessofChang’e-6isseenasanimpor-
tantsteptowardsachievingthisgoalbyChina.

However,unliketheUS-USSRspacerace
of the 20th century, which aimed for tech-
nologicalandintellectualsuperiority,today’s
lunarmissions are about exploringways to
stay for long on theMoon and to use its re-
sources in situ. It is also expected that the
Moon can be used in the near future as a
launchpadtotraveldeeperintospaceandto
otherextraterrestrialbodies.

Why the success of China’s sample return lunar mission matters

EXPLAINED
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Post of the Deputy Speaker
Thisconstitutionalpostwasvacant from2019to2024.Oppositionwants itnow—electionisscheduledto
beheldafter theSpeaker iselectedtoday.HowoftenhasanOppositionleaderbeenDeputySpeaker?

EXPLAINED POLITICSEXPLAINED GLOBAL

Amitabh Sinha

BETTERKNOWNforitssandybeachesand
WorldWar IIwrecks, the tropical Pacific
islandofSaipanwillsoonhostthefinalact
of JulianAssange’s14-year legalodyssey.

Assangeisenroutetoacourtroomon
theisland,whereheisexpectedtoplead
guiltyonWednesdaytoasinglecriminal
charge in a plea deal that will see him
walk freeandreturnhometoAustralia.

Where isSaipan?
Saipan is the capital of the Northern

Mariana Islands (NMI), a US common-
wealth in thewesternPacific,whichbe-
gins roughly 70 kmnorth of Guam and
stretchesacross14 islands.

Like territories such as Guam or
Puerto Rico, the Northern Mariana
Islandsarepartof theUSwithoutthefull
statusof a state.

The roughly 51,000 residents are US
citizens but cannot vote in presidential
elections.Crucially,some,likeSaipan,also
hostUSdistrict courts.

TheUS tookcontrol of Saipanduring
WorldWar II. After decades under US
control, residents in 1975 voted to join
the US as a territory. The territory has a
permanent delegate in the USHouse of
Representative.

Tourism is themainstay of Saipan’s
economy—the islandand its surround-
ingsaredottedwithWorldWarIImemo-
rials and wrecks popular with divers.
Saipan, which is home to most of the
NorthernMariana’sresidents, ispopular
withKoreanandChinesetourists. It isthe
only part of theUS that Chinese citizens
canenterwithoutavisa.

That unique status has opponents in
Congress,whoworryabouttheriskofes-
pionagebyChinesenationals.

WhyisAssangeheadingthere?
USprosecutors saidAssangewanted

to go to a court close to his home in
Australia, and not in the continental
UnitedStates.

Saipanhastheadvantageofbeingrel-
atively close to Assange’s home— it is
roughly 3,000 kmaway. Hawaii ismore
than twiceas faraway.

“He has to front up to charges that

have been brought under US law,” said
Emily Crawford, a professor at the
Universityof Sydney's lawschool.

“Ithad tobeUSterritorybut ithad to
be the US territory closest to Australia
thatwasn't aUSstate likeHawaii.”

Whathappensnext forAssange?
US prosecutors said Assange has

agreed to plead guilty to a single crimi-
nalcountofconspiringtoobtainanddis-
closeclassifiedUSnationaldefencedoc-
uments inexchange for a sentenceof 62
monthsalreadyserved.

If thejudgeapproveshisplea,Assange
isexpectedtoreturntoAustraliaafterthe
hearing,USprosecutors said.

REUTERS

Why India needs to build disaster resilience in its critical infrastructure

DeputySpeaker Tenure DYSpeaker’sparty StatusinLS
MAnanthasayanamAyyangar 1952-1956 Congress Ruling
HukamSingh 1956-1957 Congress Ruling
HukamSingh 1957-1962 Congress Ruling
SVKrishnamoorthyRao 1962-1967 Congress Ruling
RKKhadilkar 1967-1969 Congress Ruling
GGSwell 1969-1970 APHLC* Opposition
GGSwell 1971-1977 APHLC* Opposition
GodeyMurahari 1977-1979 Congress Opposition
GLakshmanan 1980-1984 DMK Ruling
MThambiDurai 1985-1989 AIADMK Ruling
ShivrajVPatil 1990-1991 Congress Opposition
SMallikarjunaiah 1991-1996 BJP Opposition
SurajBhan 1996-1997 BJP Opposition
PMSayeed 1998-1999 Congress Opposition
PMSayeed 1999-2004 Congress Opposition
CharanjitSinghAtwal 2004-2009 SAD Opposition
KariyaMunda 2009-2014 BJP Opposition
MThambiDurai 2014-2019 AIADMK Ruling

*APHLC:AllPartyHillLeadersConference
Source: LokSabhaandElectionCommissionof India

DEPUTYSPEAKERSSINCE THE FIRST LOKSABHA

SAIPAN

Guam

PapuaNew
Guinea

Indonesia

Philippines

P A C I F I C
O C E A N

Australia

WHYISJULIANASSANGEFLYINGTO
THEPACIFIC ISLANDOFSAIPAN?

WikiLeaks founder JulianAssange
onTuesday.Reuters

(Left)BJP’sMundawasDySpeaker
duringUPAII;PM Sayeedheldpost
whenVajpayeewasPM. File



APPENDIX IV [Rule-8(1)] POSSESSION NOTICE (For Immovable property)
Whereas the Secured creditors of the below mentioned accounts have assigned the financial assets along with underlying security to Edelweiss
Asset Reconstruction Company Limited (herein after referred as EARC) and EARC acting in its capacity as trustee of various trusts under
Sec.5 of SARFAESI Act, 2002 has stepped into the shoes of the Secured Creditors and all the rights, title and interests of the Secured Creditor with
respect to the financial assets along with underlying security interests, guarantees, pledges stands vested in EARC in respect of the financial assis-
tance availed by the Borrowers and EARC is empowered to exercise all its rights as the secured creditor. Whereas the Authorized Officer of
Edelweiss Asset Reconstruction Company Limited under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest (Act), 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with (Rule 3) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002
issued a demand notice as mentioned below calling upon the borrowers to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days from-the date
of receipt of the said notice.
The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in general that the undersigned being the
Authorised Officer of Edelweiss Asset Reconstruction Company Limited has taken Physical Possession of the property described herein
below in exercise of powers conferred on him under sub-section (4) of section 13 of the SARFAESI Act read with rule 8 of the Security Interest
Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on the date mentioned against each property.

EdElwEiss AssEt RECOnstRuCtiOn COmpAny ltd.
Cin: u67100mH2007plC174759

Retail Central & Regd. Office: Edelweiss House, Off CST Road, Kalina, Mumbai 400098

POSSESSION NOTICE

Sl
No

Borrower and Co-Borrower /
Loan Account Number Trust Details Demand Notice

date and Amount
Date of

Possession
Type of

Possession

1.
1. m/s. maharana Pratap College Of Education,

2. m/s. Narayan Jan Sewa Sansthan 3. mr. Sanjay Singh Tomar
mangura Kathwari 4. mr. Jitendra Singh mangura Kathwari

Loan Account No. S18AGR-AGR-002497, S19AGRAGR-005829,
U20AGR-AGR-015430 and U21AGR-AGR-016891

EARC TRUST
SC-467

m/s. Varthana
Finance Private

Ltd

11.03.2024
&

Rs. 1,31,76,128/-
24.06.2024

Symbolic
Possession

DESCRIPTION OF SECURED ASSET:- All that piece and parcel of the property bearing Land Measuring 0.2000 Hectares, comprised in Guta No.
179/10, Mauja and Pargana, Magura, Tehsil- Kirawali, Agra, Uttar Pradesh, and bounded as follows: East By: Maharana Pratap Degree College,
West By: Gata No. 162, North By: Gata No. 181, South By: Gata No. 179 Property of Tej Singh.

NOTE: ThE SymBOLIC POSSESSION DATED: 03-OCT-2024 IS WIThDRAW, hENCE ThIS NOTICE.

Place: Kirawali, Agra, Uttar Pradesh Sd/- Authorized Officer
Date: 24.06.2024 Edelweiss Asset Reconstruction Company Limited

The borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.
The borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be sub-
ject to the charge of the Edelweiss Asset Reconstruction Company Limited for the amount mentioned above and interest thereon.

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA

Maharashtra Medical Goods Procurement Authority, Mumbai
e-mail : maha.mmgpa2023@gmail.com

MMGPA, 1st Floor, Arogya Bhavan, St. Georges Hospital Compound, MUMBAI-400 001.

TENDER NOTICE
Date : 25.06.2024

CHIEF Executive Officer, Maharashtra Medical Goods Procurement Authority,
Mumbai invites tender in Two Envelope system from the eligible bidders for the
following items for purchase of medicines.

1. For detailed information, the interested bidders may visit the web site
https://mahatenders.gov.in

2. The Chief Executive Officer reserves the right to increase or decrease the quantity
to be purchased and also reserves the right to cancel all the tenders without giving
any reason to.

For e-tendering help/information, please contact.
Web site : https://mahatenders.gov.in
Contact No. : 022-22621886/022-22621973
E-mail : maha.mmgpa2023@gmail.com

Signature/-
Chief Executive Officer,

Maharashtra Medical Goods
Procurement Authority, Mumbai.

DGIPR/2024-2025/467

Sr.
No.

Tender
No.

Name of
Item(s)

Pre-bid
Meeting

Period of sale, download &
submission of bid

Bid Opening

1
E-112

Cardiac
Cathlab with
Turn Key

Dt. 02.07.2024
at 2.00 PM.

Dt. 25.06.2024 at 05.30 PM
to Dt. 16.07.2024
up to 02.00 PM.

Dt. 18.07.2024
at 02.00 PM.

Principal Chief Conservator of Forest & Head of Forest Force
Department of Forest & Climate Change

Aranya Bhawan, Sector-19, North Block, Atal Nagar, Nava Raipur (C.G.)
Phone - 0771-2512817, E mail - apccfng@gmail.com, Website- www.forest.cg.gov.in

Undersigned intends to appoint an agency for the work mentioned above. Interested bidder may
download RFP from the above-mentioned website.

Request for Proposal for Selection of Agency to Conduct Physical Test for the Recruitment of Forest Guard

Address for Document Submission:-Addl. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Admn./Non-
Gazetted) Office of Principal Chief Conservator of Forest, Department of Forest & Climate Change,
Aranya Bhawan, North Block, Sector-19, Nava Raipur (Chhattisgarh) 492101

Principal Chief Conservator of Forest & Head of Forest Force, Chhattisgarh

Bhopal Municipal Corporation
Swachh Bharat Mission (Civil)

IInd Floor, Kushabhau Thakre Inter-State Bus Terminal (ISBT)
Campus, Ambedkar Marg, Near Chetak Bridge, Bhopal (M.P)

Ref No: 292 Bhopal, Date: 25.06.2024

Tender for online submissions are invited on website www.mptenders.gov.in. in under "Live Tender" and
Department Name "Bhopal Municipal Corporation" for following work. Detailed NIT, Tender Schedule and other
information can be seen on the website www.mptenders.gov.in.

Corrigendum and Amendment for above NIT shall not be issued separately in newspapers & correction if any,
would be Published on website only.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer (SBM)

T.N.83/024/025 Municipal Corporation, Bhopal

S.
No.

Tender ID Name of Work Tender form
cost Rs.

EMD Cost
Rs.

1. 2024_UAD_
353036_1

TENDER FOR DISPOSAL OF COCONUT WASTE
GENERATED FROM BHOPAL CITY 2,000/- 5,000/-

2. 2024_UAD_
353050_1

TENDER FOR DISPOSAL OF THERMOCOL WASTE
GENERATED FROM BHOPAL 2,000/- 5,000/-

3. 2024_UAD_
353087_1

PROVIDING SERVICES FOR OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
OF MATERIAL RECOVERY FACILITY AT VARIOUS TRANSFER

STATION OF BHOPAL MUNICIPAL CORPORATION.
5,000/- 1,00,000/-

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA OFFICE OF
THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, P.H.
DIVISION, BALANGIR.
Email. ID- eephbgr@yahoo.co.in, Ph. No (06652-234647)

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement
Invitation for Bid (IFB) Dtd.21.06.2024

Name & Adress of
Officer Inviting Bid:

C-84

The Superintending Engineer
Office Of The Superintending Engineer
Public Health Division, Balangir
At-Tulasinagar, Po/Dist-Balangir
Pin-767001, Odisha, Phone:-06652-234647
E-mail:-eephbgr@yahoo.co.in

OIPR-13005/11/0007/2425

Sl.
No

Name of
Work

Bid
Identification

No.

Estimated
Cost(Rs.in
Lakh)

Class of
Contractor

Period of
Completion

Availability of
Bid Document
for Online
Bidding

1. Supply of ISI
Marked DI
K 7 pipe line
in onnection
with the

work "Utility
shifting of
Water

supply pipe
line and
tube wells
from the
ROW of 4-
lane road of
Binika
NAC."

SE PH BGR
01/2024-25

Dt.
21.06.2024

214.72 Manufacturer 2 Months 01/07/
2024

15/07/
2024

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA, “e”-PROCUREMENT NOTICE
WORKS DEPARTMENT
E-mail: ceroads.bbsr@gmail.com

Bid Identification No. CE-DPI & R-01/2024-25
B-43

1. The Chief Engineer (DPI & Roads), Odisha on behalf of
Governor of Odisha invites percentage rate bids in double
cover system in ONLINE MODE form eligible contractors for
Roadwork as mentioned below:

2. Nature of work : Road work
3. No. of work : 20 Nos.
4. Tender Paper cost : Rs. 10,000.00

5. Class of Contractor : A Class/Special Class/Super Class

6. Available of bid
document the website

: From 10.00 AM of 01.07.2024
to 5.30 PM of 18.07.2024

7. Date of opening of Bid : Dt. 19.07.2024 at 11.30 AM

Sd/-
Chief Engineer

(DPI & Roads), Odisha(I/C)
OIPR-34111/11/0001/2425

8. The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only.

Further details can be seen from the website:

https://tenderodisha.gov.in. Any addendum / corrigendum /

cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said website.
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IIMithuDasW/oSh.Rathin
ChandraDasR/o 1-B, Rani
Garden, Shastri Nagar, Delhi-
110031have lostmyOriginal Sale
Deedexecutedon 02.05.2012 by
KailashRani in favour ofAnjali
Grover&Saroj (2) Payment
Receipt executedon 21.12.1982
byDayaRani Kakkar in favour of
KiranKakkar allW.R.TPlot
No.1(B-1), Rani Garden, Shastri
Nagar, Delhi-110031. Finders
maycontact at aboveaddress.

0040735256-2

II,, Hargurmit Singh, S/oS Jawahir
Singh, PermanentR/o E-15
MasjidMoth, NewDelhi 110048
state that I have lostmy Indian
School Certificate in the
Examinationheld inNovember/
December 1976 andStatement
ofMarks issuedby theCouncil
for the IndianSchool Certificate
Examination inApril 1977.My roll
number for the examwasA002 /
161. 0040735269-1

II,, K.S Sheoran, S/o- KirpaRam
Sheoran,Have LostOriginal
Possession LetterOf FlatNo-521,
IndianAirlinesApartment, Plot
No-5, Sector-23, Dwarka, New
Delhi-110045 FinderContact:
97726 20000 0070909653-1

LLOOSSTTOriginal Reconveyance
Deed, Freehold ofDDA,H.NO.
KP-360, Pitampura, NewDelhi.
If foundContact:-8700536092
Owner-S.K. Aneja/Rohit S
Aneja 0040735303-11

II,,DDhhaarrmmaaddaattttaa ChauhanS/oPrem
Raj R/oGali-3, ChhaleraBanger,
Sector-44, Noida(U.P) have
changedmyname toDharmDutt
for all purposes. 0040735265-1

II,,CCHHEETTAANNVERMA,S/ODHARAM
SINGHVERMA,R/O-SKF-508,
SHIPRAKRISHNAVISTA
14,AHINSAKHAND,
INDIRAPURAM,GHAZIABADU.P-
201014,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOCHETANKUMAR
VERMA, FORALL,FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0040735353-2

II,,AAKKSSHHAAYY Jain,S/OAshokKumar
Jain,R/oF-34,PreetVihar,
Shakarpur East-Delhi Delhi-
110092,have changedmyname
toAKSHAYKumar Jain,for
all,futurepurposes. 0040735344-2

II,,AASSHHOOKKKUMAR,S/oMAHAVIR
SINGH,R/oH.NO-J-77 ,M2K
COUNTYHEIGHTS,SECTOR-05-
DHARUHERAREWARI
(HARYANA)-123106,have
changedmyname toASHOK
KUMARYADAV. 0040735353-1

II,,AALLAAMMGGIIRRMIRZA,S/o Jahangir
Mirza,R/o-1710,Gali SaleemWali
Pahari Bhojla,Turkman-
Gate,Delhi 110006Havechanged
myname toALAMGEERMIRZA
Permanently. 0040735342-2

II,, shafiqueKhalid, S/owalliuddin,
R/oplot no 51/6004 nawab road,
basti harphool singh, Sadar
bazarDelhi 110006have changed
myname to shafiq khalid

0070909570-1

II,, VinodSingh,S/o-Gandhurav
Singh jasrotia,Hno-103 S/F , gali
no-34, sombazar road raja puri
uttamnagar dwarka 110059,
changedmyname to Vinod
Singh Jasrotia. 0040735341-2

II,, Vinay s/oBijender Singh r/oD-
36, Block-D, SwaranPark,
Mundka, Delhi-110041have
changedmynameVINAYSINGH
permanently. 0040735268-1

II,,BBaarrkkhhaaW/oRajuKotiyaR/o Flat
No.1116GH-13,PaschimVihar
Delhi-110087,have changedmy
name toBarkhaKotiya
Permanently 0040735343-7

II,, VedPrakashR/oMangalpur,
Etmadpur, Agra, UP-283202, have
changedmyDaughter’s name
fromAlipitaKumari toArpita for
all futurepurposes

0070909611-1

II,, URMILADEVIW/OSURESH
KUMARR/OH.NO.-61, 313/63F,
ANANDNAGAR, INDERLOK,
DELHI-110035HAVECHANGED
MYNAMETOURMILAGOEL FOR
ALL FUTUREPURPOSES.

0070909609-1

II,, Surjeet Kumar, S/OSh. Ramesh
Chander, R/OHN52, Rajpur
KhurdExtn, ND-68, have changed
myname fromSurjeet Kumar to
Surjeet KumarDogra for all
futurepurposes. 0040735296-2

II,, SunitaDeviW/oKamleshKumar
R/oGF-2, Plot no 125,Media
Enclave, Sector-6, Vaishali,
Ghaziabad-201012UP. I have
changedmyname fromSunita
Devi to Sunita Patel for all future
purposes. 0040735337-1

II,, SumanSharmaW/oSurender
SharmaR/oWZ-600, Second
Floor, Rishi Nagar, Rani BaghND-
110034havedeclare that Suman
SharmaandSumanRani is both
nameof oneand the same
person. That I amalso knownas
SumanRani. 0070909654-1

II,, Shilpi, D/oAnil Sharma, r/oK/41
B,MahaveerChowk, Lajpat
Nagar, Ghaziabad, have
changedmyname fromShilpi to
Shilpi Sharma.Henceforth, I
wouldbeknownby thenameof
Shilpi Sharma for all future
purposes. 0070909586-1

II,, Shelly Chowdharyw/oAnjul
Kumar, R/o 25/17, East Punjabi
Bagh,NewDelhi-110026, have
changedmyminor daughter
nameAHANA, aged 05 years and
she shall hereafter be knownas
DEVSHREE. 0040735263-1

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

PUBLIC NOTICE
THIS IS INFORM TO PUBLIC AT LARGE, MY
CLIENT S. GURJEET SINGH S/O LATE
GURCHARAN SINGH IS OWNER OF
PROPERTY NO.J-2/17, RAJOURI GARDEN,
NEW DELHI JOINTLY WITH S. HARPAL
SINGH, SMT. PARAMJIT KAUR AND
SURINDER KAUR. ONE GENERAL POWER
OF ATTORNEY DT. 06.03.1996 IN TITLE
CHAIN PERTAINING TO THE AFORESAID
PROPERTY HAS BEEN LOST/MISSING AND
DESPITE HIS BEST EFFORTS SAME IS NOT
TRACEABLE. MY CLENT LODGED POLICE
REPORT VIDE LR NO. 1826934/2024 DT.
19.06.2024. I INVITED ALL TO CONTACT
ME OR MY CLIENT WITH OBJECTIONS/
CLAIMS/RIGHTS/ INTEREST IF ANY,
ALONGWITH RESPECTIVE DOCUMENTARY
EVIDENCE WITHIN FIFTEEN DAYS,
OTHERWISE NO OBJECTIONS/CLAIMS
WITH RESPECT TO THE AFORESAID
PROPERTY SHALL BE ENTERTAINED ON
THE BASIS OF LOST GENERAL POWER OF
ATTORNEY DT. 06.03.1996 AND IT WILL BE
PRESUMED THAT NOBODY HAS ANY
OBJECTIONS/ CLAIMS/RIGHTS/INTEREST
IN THE AFORESAID PROPERTY.

Sd/-
SANJEEV BEHL

Advocate
CHAMBER NO. B-6, B.G.S. BLOCK,
TIS HAZARI COURT COMPLEX,

DELHI-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to the general public
that my client, Sh. Sehdev Gupta
S/o Ram Pyare Gupta aged about 49
years R/o H. No. J-179, Street No.
12, 3.1/2 Pusta Kartar Nagar,
Ghonda, Delhi-110053, has
disowned his daughter, Roshni
from all his movable and
immovable property and severed
his relationship with her as a result
of sufferings/ harassment due to
unsocial & aggressive act &
behavior of his daughter. If
anybody keeps any relation or deals
with her in any manner, he/she
would be doing solely at his/her
own risk and consequences and my
client shall not be responsible for
her acts.

A.K. KASHYAP (Advocate)
D-709, 7th floor,

Lawyer’s Chamber,
Karkardooma Court,

Delhi-110032
Mob: 9717380010

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is notified for the General Public that my
client Sh. Ram Gopal Gangwal s/o Sh.
Rameshwar Prasad Gangwal r/o A-317, J.J.
Colony, Raghubir Nagar, New Delhi-110027,
has severed his all relations and hereby disown,
debar and dis- inherit his son namely Sh.
Mohit Gangwal and his daughter-in-law Smt.
Asha alias Shalu w/o Sh. Mohit Gangwal and
his grandson Master Yuan from his all
moveable and immoveable properties because
they are not in his control. That my client will
not be responsible for any acts civil/criminal
done by Sh. Mohit Gangwal and his daughter-
in-law Smt. Asha alias Shalu and their family,
and they will be responsible for all their acts.

Sd/-
RAJIV KUMAR

Advocate
E. No. D-326/2015

II,, Rajnikant S/oSureshChauhan
R/oVillage-Sadarpur, Sec-45,
Noida, G.B.Nagar, UP-201301,
have changedmyname to
RajnikantChauhan for all
futurePurposes. 0070909650-1

II,, RajendraPrasadSharmaS/o
Banwari Lal R/oRZG-23,West
Sagarpur, SouthWestDelhi,
Delhi-110046,have changedmy
name toRajinder Sharma.

0040735353-5

II,, RANIDEVIW/OSUDHEER
KUMAR, R/O53, SHIVRAM
PARK, EXTN.-2, NANGLOI,WEST
DELHI-110041HAVECHANGED
THENAMEOFMYMINORSON
KRISHKUMARALIASKRISH
AGED17YEARSANDHESHALL
HEREAFTERBEKNOWNAS
KRISHKUMAR. 0040735258-1

II,, RANIDEVIW/OSUDHEER
KUMAR, R/O53, SHIVRAM
PARK, EXTN.-2, NANGLOI,WEST
DELHI-110041HAVECHANGED
THENAMEOFMYMINOR
DAUGHTERKITTUALIASKAVYA
SINGHAGED15YEARSANDHE
SHALLHEREAFTERBEKNOWN
ASKAVYASINGH. 0040735259-1

II,, RAJKUMARKANOJIAS/oShri
GyanChandR/oB-11, DDA
Janta Flats, Kalkaji, South
Delhi, Delhi-110023, declare
that I have changedmyname
fromRaj Kumar toRAJKUMAR
KANOJIA. Raj KumarandRaj
KumarKanojia arenamesof
the sameperson. Henceforth, I
will be knownasRAJKUMAR
KANOJIA for all future
purposes. 0040735328-1

II,, RADHIKACHAWLAW/O
GantavyaSharmaR/O
59,JupiterAppartment,Vikas
Puri,Delhi- 110018,Changedmy
nameaftermarriage is
RADHIKASHARMA.

0040735303-2

II,, Prity Priyaw/oManoj Kumar,
R/o F-78, DDAFlats, Bindapur,
Pkt-3,NewDElhi-110059,have
changedmyname toPriti Priya
permanently. 0040735303-3

II,, PriankaChopraW/oSachin
Wahi R/o.J-71, Ground
Floor,AshokVihar, Phase-I,
Delhi-52 have changedmy
nameaftermarriage to
PriyankaWahi for all purposes.

0040735338-1

II,, ParveenKumar, S/OSh.
RameshChander, R/OHN52,
RajpurKhurd Extn, ND-68, have
changedmyname from
ParveenKumar toPraveen
KumarDogra for all future
purposes. 0040735296-1

II,, NaseemKhatoonW/oSabir
KhanR/o 21-A, Street-No.7,
Sarojini-Park, Shastri-Nagar,
Delhi-110031,have changedmy
name toNasimaKhatoon.

0040735353-7

II,, NareshKumar S/oMahabir
PrasadR/oA-47, GaneshNagar,
TilakNagar, Delhi-110018have
changedmyname toNaresh
KumarChoudhary

0070909607-1

II,,ManishaW/oTarunMahajan
R/oEK-45, Sector-9, Eklavya
Vihar, Vasundhra, Ghaziabad,
Uttar Pradesh-201012, have
changedmy-name toManisha
Mahajan. 0040735353-3

II,,MadanPal Thakur, s/o Jagdish
ChandThakur, residingat S-
424, School Block, Shakar Pur,
EastDelhi, Delhi-110092,
solemnly affirm thatmy
correct name isMadanPal
Thakur. However,myDriving
License (No. P07122004327016)
listsmynameasCAPTMP
THAKUR. I confirm thatMadan
Pal Thakur andCAPTMP
THAKUR refer to the same
person, as swornbeforeNotary
Public IN-DL07301279817527W
on24-Jun-2024. 0070909585-1

II,, LotanKhanS/oAbdulla Khan
R/oC-194, C-Block,Mangolpuri,
Delhi-110083, have changedmy
name toSamiulaKhan.

0040735303-6

II,, Jagdish S/oRaghunathR/oG-
29/222, Sector-3, Rohini, Delhi-
110085, have changedmyname
to JagdishKumar for all
purposes. 0040735303-9

II,, Kundan Lal, S/OSh. Ramesh
Chander, R/OHN52, Rajpur
Khurd Extn, ND-68, have
changedmyname from
KundanLal toKundanLal
Dogra for all futurepurposes.

0040735296-3

II,, Jyoti Dhayani D/oShivender
KumarDhyani R/oS-390/A,1st
Floor,School Block, Shakarpur,
Delhi-110092,have changedmy
name to Jyoti Dhyani.

0040735343-1

II,, Indu,W/oAnil Sharma, r/o
K/41B, LajpatNagar,
Ghaziabad, have changedmy
name from Indu to Indu
Sharma.Henceforth, Iwouldbe
knownby thenameof Indu
Sharma for all futurepurposes.

0070909587-1

II,, ISHAw/oGouravKumar
Manchanda, R/o 52,Madan
Park, East Punjabi Bagh,New
Delhi-110026, have changedmy
name to IshaManchanda.

0040735263-2

II,, Vipil KumarAggarwal,S/oBrij
Mohan,Houseno-J-6/115,2nd
floor,Rajouri garden -110027,
changedmyname toVipil
Kumar. 0040735293-6

II,, SatishKumar S/oHukamChand
SharmaR/o 375 Shahpur Jat
Village,Delhi-110049, have
changedmyname toSatish
Sharma. 0040735303-8

II,, Rambhot,W/o-Amit kumar
Address- 30, villagedaulat pur
dwarkadelhi 110043, changed
myname to RambhotRitu.

0040735341-1

II,, DrakshaWajid aliasDarakshan
KhanamW/oWajidAli Khan
R/o,H.No.151, Tantan-Upper
Kote, Bulandshahr, U.P.-203001,
have changedmy-name to
DrakshaKhanam. 0040735353-4

II,, BimlaDeviw/oOmPrakash
Jindal andD/oBanarasi Das
Agarwal, R/oH.No.19, Road
No.26, East Punjabi Bagh,New
Delhi-110026, also knownas
VimlaandVimlaDevi. All are
sameperson. 0040735299-1

II,, BhavleenKaur,D/o Lakhvinder
Singh,R/o-R-145/2, second
Floor,StreetNo.6,RameshPark
LaxmiNagar, Delhi-110092,have
changedmyname toBhavleen.

0040735343-3

II,, AwadhNathChaubeyS/o Late
ChandraShekherChaubeyR/o
12/15,Moulsiri Road, Shipra
Suncity, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad, UP-201014 have
changedmyname from
AvadhnathChoubey toAwadh
NathChaubey for all future
purposes. 0040735272-1

II,, Anil Kumar, S/oPremPrakash
Sharma, r/oK/41B,Mahaveer
Chowk, LajpatNagar,
Ghaziabad, have changedmy
name fromAnil Kumar toAnil
Sharma.Henceforth, Iwouldbe
knownby thenameofAnil
Sharma for all futurepurposes.

0070909588-1

II,, AmitGoel s/oRamdarshanGoel
r/oR-174, first floor, Vani vihar,
UttamNagar, Delhi-59 have
changedmyminor sonname
fromAnkit toAnkit Goel
permanently. 0040735331-1

II,, AkashaliasNikashaliasAkash
S/oRavi Prakash, R/oPlot-No.28,
First Floor, A-1 Block,Mohan
Garden, UttamNagar, NewDelhi-
110059, have changedmyname
AkashSihmar. 0040735353-6

II,, AMRITAKHURANAW/o
Samrinder SinghClaire, R/o
H.No.3, F.F.,AshokaEnclavePart-
I,Sector-34, Faridabad,Haryana-
121003,have changedmyname
toAMRITACLAIRE for all future
purposes. 0040735270-1

II RohanS/oPradeepKumarMalik
R/o 1415, Sector-7, Karnal,
Haryana-132001, have changed
myname toRohanMalik

0070909624-1

II NikitaD/O,GulshanKheraR/o
B1/273, 3rd Floor, Janakpuri, New
Delhi-110058 have changedmy
name toNikitaKhera.

0040735335-1

II NarenderGrewal S/0 Tirath
SinghGrewalAddrs-G-394,J J
Colony,Shakur pur,Saraswati
vihar-110034,changedmyname
toNarender Singh. 0040735293-3

IIMunni DeviW/oRamKumarR/o
G-101, 2nd Floor, Gali No-5, Near
EktaGroup, AshokVihar, Phase-
3, Gurgaon, Haryana-122001,
have changedmyname to
MeenaDevi 0070909645-1

IIManuraj SinghTeotia S/OLate
Raj Kumar SinghR/O14Sushila
Vihar-2 Bhoor, BulandshahrU.P.
have changedmyName to
Manuraj Singh for all Future
Purposes. 0070909649-1

IIMEHRAJ FARIDI S/OSIRAJUDDIN
R/OS-66 STREETNo24
BRAHMPURINEW SEELAMPUR
DELHI 110053HAVECHANGEMY
NAMETOMERAJ FARIDI

0070909571-1

II BhimSinghAhuja S/o
Sh.Bahadur SinghAhujaR/o
DarveshAsthan, BabaSindhi
Mandir, ArunaNagar,MajnuKa
Tilla, Civil Lines, Delhi-110054
have changedmyname toBhim
SainAhuja for all purposes.

0040735256-1

II AntimaTripathi,wife of Satish
Shukla, R/OPlot no- 550, Niti
Khand-1 Indirapuram,
Ghaziabadhavechangedmy
name toAntimaTiwari.

0070909572-1

II Amit Khullar S/oRamDass
Khullar R/o J4/40 Flat, No.-B-18,
3rd Floor, Khirki Extn,Malviya
Nagar, SouthDelhi, Delhi-110017,
have changedmyname to
Pravin khullar 0070909644-1

I,Tirath Singh,S/oBhagSingh,
Addrs-Wz-283/182,Maddiwali
gali no-7, Vishnugarden -110018,
changedmyname toTirath
SinghGrewal. 0040735293-4

IItt is for general-information that
I,Md. RiyasatAli S/oMd. Esrail
Ali, R/oA-110/8A, Phase-II,Vijay
Vihar,Delhi-110085,declare that
nameofminehasbeenwrongly
writtenasMd. ReyasatAli inmy
minor sonnamelyRahmatulla
aged 15years in his 10th-class
educational documents. The
actual nameofmine isMd.
RiyasatAli,whichmaybe
amendedaccordingly.

0040735303-7

IItt is for general information that
I,MeenaTandon,W/OSubodh
Tandon,R/OH.No-28,45,
RaghubarPuraNo-2,Near Jain
CharitebalHospital Gandhi
Nagar,EastDelhi-110031,declare
that nameofminehasbeen
wronglywrittenasMeena
Tondon inmyminor sonnamely
SakshamTandonaged 17 years
in his 10th class educational
documents. Theactual nameof
mine isMeenaTandon.

0040735342-7

II,,AAssrraannaa S/oShri Hari SinghR/o-
101,SecondFloor, Balaji
Mandir,Sector-11,Vasundhara
GhaziabadU.P-201012,have
changedmyname toAilam
Singh. 0040735303-4

II,,AARRMMAANNNNKOUR,D/ORAMNEEK
SINGH,ADD:192A,2ND-FLOOR,
ARJUN-NAGAR, SAFDARJUNG
ENCLAVE,NEWDELHI-110029.
changedmyname to ARMANN
KAUR. 0040735344-7

II,, Ex-No- 9102541H,NK Jahangir
Ahmad ,S/O- Bashir Ahmad ,R/O-
Tangdar, Tehsil - Karnah, District-
Kupwara- 193225.Inmyservice
records nameandDoBofmy
sonhasbeenwronglymentioned
asAnas Jahangir(DoB- 12-07-
2005) insteadof Anis Jahangir ( D
oB- 12-07-2006) as in education
certificates. It needs corrections.
Objectionbe filled tounit 15
JAKLI . 0020477563-1

IItt is for general information that
I,Md. RiyasatAli,S/oMd. Esrail
Ali,R/oA-110/8A, Phase-II,Vijay
Vihar,Delhi-110085,declare that
nameofminehasbeenwrongly
written asMd. ReyasatAli inmy
minor sonnamelyRahmatulla
aged 15years in his 10th-class
educational documents. The
actual nameofmine isMd.
RiyasatAli,whichmaybe
amendedaccordingly.

0040735303-10

IItt is for general information that I,
Chintamani PandeyS/o Lalmani
PandeyR/oTulsi Sadan, Sanjay
Colony,Near JudgeeCourt,
Bhotia Parao, Haldwani, Nainital,
Uttarakhand-263139, declare
thatmynamehasbeenwrongly
written asChintaMani inmy
PensionPaymentOrder (PPO)
Number 347198200132. The
actual nameofmine is
Chintamani Pandey,whichmay
beamendedaccordingly.

0070909605-1

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasKiran
Kumar,S/oShri RamEmployed
asStenographer grade-D in
Ministry of Power, ShramShakti
Bhawan,Government of
India,NewDelhi, R/oH.No-L-
184,L-Block,J. J.Colony,Wazir Pur,
North-West-Delhi,Delhi-
110052,have changedmyname
andshall hereafter be knownas
KaranKumar. 0040735342-6

II,,VViivveekkGoel S/o Lajpatrai Goel R/o
Flat-1255A, Tower-3B, Floor-13,
Golflinks, NH-24, Ghaziabad(U.P)
have changedmyname toVivek
Lajpatrai Goel for all purposes.

0040735267-2

II,, Angel FizaZaidi,D/oAli Kauser
Zaidi,R/o-F-104, Taj
Enclave,GeetaColony, Delhi-
110031,have changedmyname
toAngel Fiza. 0040735343-4

II,,VViikkaasshhChauhanS/oDharmDutt
R/oGali-3, ChhaleraBanger,
Sector-44, Noida(U.P) have
changedmyname toVikas
Chauhan for all purposes.

0040735265-2

II,,VVaannddaannaaGoelW/oVivek
Lajpatrai Goel R/o Flat-1255A,
Tower-3B, Floor-13, Golflinks,
NH-24, Ghaziabad(U.P) have
changedmyname toVandana
VivekGoel for all purposes.

0040735267-1

II,,TTrriilloocchhaann Singh,S/oDalip
Singh,R/o-WZ-168,Plot-379,
Chand-Nagar,NewDelhi,declare
thatmy father namehas
wrongly beenwrittenasDleep
Singh inPassport
no.N2104252.My father’s actual
name isDalip Singh.

0040735342-4

II,,TTaallaatt Parveen,W/o IzharAhmad
Siddiqui,H.no-3/17,J-extension,
street.no.7,Murtiwali Gali,
Laxmi-Nagar,Delhi-110092,have
changedmyname toTalat
Perveen for all futurepurposes.

0040735344-3

II,,TTUUSSHHAARRGOELS/OANILKUMAR
GOYALR/O623-D,BLOCK-BH,
EASTSHALIMARBAGH,DELHI-
110088.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOTUSHARGOYAL.

0040735341-7

II,,TTIIRRUUMMAALLAAREDDYRAMESH,
father of,TAKSHAYASHARON,
Presently,residingat,H.No.17-
675,Swati Nagar,Sompeta,
Srikakulam (Distt.),Andhra
Pradesh-532284,have changed
myminor daughter’s name,from
TAKSHAYASHARON to
TIRUMALAREDDYAKSHAYA
SHARON.Vide-affidavit, Date-
25.06.2024 0040735353-9

II,,SShhiivveennddeerr Dhayani S/oPandev
Dhyani R/oS-390/A, 1st
Floor,School Block, Shakarpur,
Delhi-110092,have changedmy
name toShivenderKumar
Dhyani. 0040735343-2

II,,SSaappnnaaManavD/oRajendra
ManavR/o D-3,92A,ShivDurga
Vihar, Lakkarpur, Faridabad
Haryana-121009,have change
myname toSapnapermanently.

0040735342-1

II,,SSaahhiibbaa,,WW//ooAmarMaggo, R/oH-
23,Shivaji Park,West Punjabi
Bagh,Delhi have changedmy
name toSahibaArora, for all
purposes. 0040735341-6

II,,SSWWAATTII PRAVABRAHMA,wife of,
SoumyaranjanSwain, Presently,
residingatAt/PoKalabuda,Via
Garadpur, Distt.Kendrapara,
Odisha-754153,have changedmy
name,fromSWATI PRAVA
BRAHMA toSWATIPRAVA
BRAHMA, vide-Affidavit, dated-
25.06.2024. 0040735353-8

II,,SSUUNNEEEELL KUMARCHAUHAN,S/O
SHYAMSINGHCHAUHAN,R/O,H-
61/4,STREET.NO.3, JAI-PRAKASH
NAGAR,GARHIMENDU,
BHAJANPURA,NORTHEAST
DELHI,DELHI-110053,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETOSUNEEL
CHAUHAN,FORALL, FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0040735344-10

II,,SSMMIIRRIITTIIMAHUR,W/O-RAKESH
KUMARMAHUR,R/O I-142,
MANOJ-VIHAR,NEAR-JAIPURIYA-
MALL, INDIRAPURAM,
GHAZIABADU.P 201014,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAME,FROM
SMIRITIMAHURTOSMRITI
MAHUR,FORALL,FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0040735341-3

II,,SSHHAAIISSHHTTAAPARVEEN,W/OMOHD
MAHDIALI 10181GALI.GANDHAK
WALINAWABGANJ, DEHLI-
110006,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETO ‘SHAISTA
PARVEEN,FORALLPURPOSES.

0040735293-8

II,,AAvvddeesshhChanderDhoundiyal,
S/oChakraDhar
Dhoundiyal@Chakar
Dhundidyal@Chakradhar
Prasad,R/oD-706,Konark-
Enclave,Sector-17, Vasundhara
Ghaziabad,U.P-201012, confirm&
affirm thatmy father’s correct
name isChakrdharDhoundiyal.

0040735303-5

II,, ShamaParveenW/oShafi Ur
RahmanR/o FlatNo.8130, Tower-
9, Block-A, GH-07, Crossings
Republik, Ghaziabad, UP-201016
have changedmyname from
ShamaRahman toShama
Parveen for all futurepurposes.

0040735272-2

II,,RReekkhhaaW/oFarooq,R/oC/523
MadanpurKhadarNewDelhi-
110076,have changedmyname
toRaishaBegam,for all,future
purposes. 0040735344-4

II,,RRHHYYTTHHMMD/OARVINDKUMAR
ARORA,R/O-I-5/81, SECOND-
FLOORSECTOR-16,ROHINI,
DELHI-110089,have changedmy
name toRHYTHMARORA

0040735344-1

II,,RRaasshhnnaaPesi EduljiMehtaD/oP.E
Mehta, R/o-D-18,First-
Floor,Maharani Bagh,NewDelhi-
110065,have changedmyname
toRashnaPMehta. 0040735343-8

II,,RRaannaabbiirrMustafi S/o Jagadindra
NathMustafi R/oRA-35,Inder
Puri Delhi-12,have changedmy
name toRanbirMitraMustafi.

0040735293-2

II,,RRaajjuu S/o LaxmanDassR/o Flat
No.1116GH-13 l,PaschimVihar
Delhi-110087,have changedmy
name toRajuKotiya
Permanently 0040735343-6

II,,PPUUSSHHPPAADHAKER,W/OBALULAL
DHAKER,R/O-FLAT.NO-101,RZF-
1/290, FIRST-FLOOR,GALI.NO-2A,
KH.NO-86/21/1,MAHAVIR-
ENCLAVE-1,PALAMVILLAGE,
DELHI-110045,have changedmy
name toPUSHPADEVI DHAKER,
all futurepurposes. 0040735303-1

II,,PPOOOOJJAA ALIASARCHNA
GUPTA,D/O-TARACHAND
GUPTA,W/O-AMITKHANDELWAL,
H.NO.-279, POCKET-1,PASCHIM-
PURI,PASCHIM-VIHAR, DELHI-
110063,have changedmy name
andshall hereafter be knownas
ARCHNAGUPTA . 0040735341-4

II,,PPAAWWAANNDEEPKOUR,W/O
RAMNEEKSINGH,ADD:192A, 2ND-
FLOOR,ARJUNNAGAR,
SAFDARJUNGENCLAVE,NEW
DELHI-110029.CHANGEDMY
NAMETOPAWANDEEPKAUR
RAINA. 0040735344-6

II,,NNooooppuurrW/oRahulMishra,R/o
ApartmentNo.E-335,Gaur
Cascades,Noor
Nagar,GhaziabadU.P.-
201017,have changedmyname
toNupurMishrra,for all,future
purposes. 0040735293-1

II,,NNIISSHHAAGOELW/OANILKUMAR
GOYALR/O623-D,BLOCK-BH,
EASTSHALIMARBAGH,DELHI-
110088.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETONISHAGOYAL.

0040735341-8

II,,MMoohhddRizwans/oMohammad
Haroon,R/oH.NO.2283/A,GaliMir
Mali,TurkmanGate, Delhi-
110006,have changedmyname
toMohammadRizwan,
permanently. 0040735341-10

II,,MMaanniisshhKumarAggarwal,S/o
Vipil Kumar, Houseno-J-6/115,
second floor, Rajouri garden -
110027,changedmyname to
ManishAggarwal 0040735293-5

II,,MMOOHHDDAHBABKHAN,S/OUMAR
MOHAMMEDKHAN,residing
at,G-42,FIRST-FLOORABUL-
FAZALENCLAVEPART-
1,OKHLA,DELHI-110025,changed
myname toMOHAMMADAHBAB
KHAN,all futurepurposes

0040735293-7

II,,KKRRIIPPAALL SINGHRAINA,S/OLATE
SH.KAHANSINGH,ADD:192A,
2ND-FLOOR,ARJUNNAGAR,
SAFDARJUNGENCLAVE,NEW
DELHI-110029.changedmyname
toKIRPALSINGH. 0040735344-5

II,,JJyyoottssnnaa Talla,W/oSunny
Tally,R/o- B-120,First Floor,Near-
VardaanHospital,Malviya-
Nagar, Delhi,have changedmy
name to JyotsnaArora, for all
purposes. 0040735341-5

II,,IInnddeerr Kumar,S/OShri Prasad
Mandal,R/oW-1543-A,SAINIK
FARMDEVLI-GAON HauzKhas,
South-Delhi,Delhi-110062,have
changedmyname to Inder
kumarMandal,for all,future
purposes. 0040735344-8

II,,HHuurr Chaman,W/oMohdUmar,
R/o 1792 2nd-floorHauz
Suiwalan,DaryaGanj Delhi-
110002,HaveChangedmyname
toHoorChamanPermanently

0040735342-3

II,,GGaajjeennddrraa Singh,S/o Late
Sh.Ramdutt R/o-606/14, Krishna
Gali.No.9,Maujpur, Adarsh-
Mohalla, Delhi-53,declare that
mynamehasbeenwrongly
writtenasGAJENDRABHATI in
mysonRAKSHITBHATI 10th
Marksheet (Roll.No.14117576)
aged 17-years.Mycorrect name
isGAJENDRASINGH,whichwill
be amendedaccordingly.

0040735293-10

II,,GG JABHISHEK,S/O-GOPALAN
JANARDHANANPILLAI,resident
of,J32 SECONDFLOOR,BK-DUTT
COLONY,JORBAGH-ROAD,NEW-
DELHI-110003,have changedmy
Name,fromG JABHISHEK to
GOPALAN JANARDHANAN
ABHISHEK,vide-Affidavit dated-
24.06.2024. 0040735293-9

II,,DDhhaarrmmeennddrraaKumar,S/oShanti
PrakashBatra,R/o Flat.No.C-
1/402, 4th-Floor, Block-C1,
Parsvanath-Exotica,Golf Course
Road,Sector-53,Gurgaon
(Haryana),have changedmy
name toDharmendraBatra.

0040735344-9

II,,AANNIILLGOEL/ANILKUMARS/O
SHRAVANKUMARGOYALR/O
623-D,BLOCK-BH,EAST
SHALIMARBAGH,DELHI-
110088.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOANILKUMARGOYAL.

0040735341-9

II,,AANNCCHHAALL S/OVISHVNATHR/O-
288P.H.No-2,Near Society,
Yenkheda,Betul,Madhya
Pradesh-460557,have changed
myname toANCHALGHORSE.

0040735343-5

I, NO-7783291PRank-HAVREDDI
SEKHARREDDYNALE, R/o-Vill-
VUSUVARI PALLI,PO-
BOMMAIAHGARI-PALLE,TEII
ROMPICHERLA,DISTT-
CHITTOOR,ANDHRAPRADESH-
517192,have changedmy father s
name fromSREERAMLUREDDY to
NSREERAMULUREDDYandmy
mother’s name from
VASUNDHARA toNVASUNDRA,for
all futurepurposes vide-
affidavit,dated-01/06/2024,
before-NotaryPublic, Delhi.

0040731846-8

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform public at large that my
clients Smt. Ranju Sethi, W/o Sh. Rajesh
Sethi & Sh. Rajesh Sethi, S/o Late Sh. R.S.
Sethi, both R/o A31, Vivek Vihar, Phase II,
New Delhi-110095, have cut off their rela-
tions and have disowned her son Siddharth
Sethi @Sidharth and his wife Vani from
their movable/ immovable properties due to
quarrelsome nature of Siddharth Sethi’s
wife and my clients were not/ are not/shall
not be responsible for any act of Siddharth
Sethi @Sidharth and his wife Vani in any
manner in future.

Sd/-
ANIKET TIWARI

Advocate
Enrl. No. D/4882/2023

Office: 72 Evergreen Apartments,
Sector 7, Dwarka, New Delhi-110075

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Manju Gupta W/o Late Sh.
Jagjiwan Ram R/o H.No. 13, Shyam
Vihar Phase-2, Najafgarh, Dindar Pur,
Delhi-110044 has severed all relations
with her son Bharat Gupta and daughter-
in-law Poonam and thier children
Ghanshyam and Pihu Gupta disowned
them from all their movable and
immovable property due to their
misbehavior. My clients will not be
responsible for any of their actions or
transactions civil or criminal in future.

Sd/-
Puneet Saini
(Advocate)

Chamber No. 580 Saket Court
New Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE
I Ishwar Dayal Sharma S/o Late Sh. Bihari Lal
Sharma, Shikha Gupta W/o Sh. Tarun Gupta R/o
11/32 Subhash Nagar, Delhi-110027, Deepti
Shukla W/o Sh. Achin Shukla R/o Flat No.11
Peepal Apartment, Sector-17 Dwarka, Delhi-
110078, Shashank Sharma S/o Sh. Iswhar Dayal
Sharma R/o C-4/214 Sector -6 Rohini, Delhi-
110085, Ritu Acharya W/o Sh. Sushanto Kumar
Acharya R/o 672, 1st Floor, Niti Khand-1,
Indirapuram Ghaziabad uttar Pradesh, 201001 and
Shipra Sharma W/o Sh. Manish Kumar R/o 1091,
Near Bara Shiv Mandir, Alipur. North West Delhi,
Delhi-110036 have lost the original Conveyance
Deed (dated 27/09/2002), Sub-Lease Deed &
Naksha etc. of the property bearing A-9, Surajmal
Vihar, Delhi – 110092 in the name of Late Ms.
Usha Rani Sharma. Finders may contact at my
above address.

It is to inform public at large that my client
namely ANJALI TALWAR W/o Sh.
Bhushan Talwar R/o BB-32E, Janak Puri,
New Delhi bebarred and disowned her
husband namely BHUSHAN TALWAR
from all her movable and immovable
property includes saving bank accounts
5 3 3 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 2 2 1 8 ( A X I S ) ,
0 0 8 7 0 1 0 5 1 6 6 7 ( I C I C I ) ,
1527000109478442 (PNB), 362 (ppf in
P N B ) , P R O P E R T Y B E A R I N G
NUMBERS BB-50F SECOND FLOOR
JANAK PURI, WZ-126 SHOP NO.3 G-
BLOCK HARI NAGAR, GC-1 SHOP
NO.2, G-BLOCK HARI NAGAR, BB-5B
GROUND FLOOR JANAK PURI, BB-
53D FIRST FLOOR JANAK PURI ALL IN
NEW DELHI, due to disrespectful
behavior towards my client. My client
shall not be responsible for the act of the
above named person. any persons
dealing with him will do so entirely at
his/herown risk andconsequences.

Sd/- B.B.N.DEO, Advocate

S.R.IInd,B Coumpus,Janak Puri,ND-58

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
This notice serves to inform the general
public that my client, Mr. Krishna Singh, son
of Late Mr. Niramal Singh, residing at
H.No.B-1378, Gali No. 19, Sonia Vihar,
Dusra Pusta, Karawal Nagar, Delhi 110094,
has officially disowned and disavowed his
son, Vishal Singh. This decision stems from
Vishal Singh's consistent misbehavior and
involvement in deceitful activities. As a
result, Mr. Krishna Singh has severed all ties
with Vishal Singh, including any rights or
claims to their movable and immovable
assets. Anyone engaging in transactions or
dealings with Vishal Singh does so entirely at
their own risk and expense. My client shall
not be held responsible for any actions or
consequences arising from such interactions.

Sd/-
GURJEET SINGH

Advocate
Regd.OFF: H-28, East Chander Nagar,

Main Bhagat Singh road,
Delhi-110051

Army Institute of Technology
Dighi Hills, Pune-411015

TENDER ENQUIRY
Refer www.aitpune.com for details

e-Mail: project@aitpune.edu.in, Tele: 7249250184/185
Sr.
No.

Description Tender
Fee (DD)

EMD
(DD)

Due
Date

(a) Procurement of
Server in AIT Library

1,000/- 20,000/- 12 July,
2024

(b) Stitching of Uniform
Blazer for 2024-25
Batch students.

1,000/- 5,000/- 12 July,
2024

uhykeh lwpuk
28oha okfguh Hkkjr frCcr lhek iqfyl cy

28oha okfguh Hkkjr frCcr lhek iqfyl cy] i=ky;&tkVwlkuk] ftyk&jsokMh
¼gfj;k.kk½ }kjk dSEi ifjlj esa fnukad& 02-07-2024 dks le; 1000 cts ls 1300
cts rd bZ&osLV dh lkoZtfud uhykeh dh tk;sxhA

bZ&osLV dh lkoZtfud uhykehA

uhykeh dh 'krsZa%&

1& lHkh bPNqd O;fä@QeZ fu/kkZfjr le; ,oa frfFk dks cksyh esa 'kkfey gks ldrk gSA

2& çR;sd cksyhnkrk dks /kjksgj jkf’k :0&10]000@& ¼:i;s nl gtkj ek=½ uhykeh
'kq: gksus ls iwoZ fnukad& 02-07-2024 dks 1000 cts rd tek djuh gksxhA ;g
/kujkf’k uhykeh lekIr gksus ds i’pkr~ cksyh nkrkvksa dks okil dj nh tk;sxhA

3& uhykeh fd;s tkus okys Hk.Mkj tgka gS] tSlk gS] oSlk gh uhyke fd;k tk;sxkA

4& /kjksgj jkf’k tek u gksus dh fLFkfr esa ikVhZ dks uhykeh esa 'kkfey ugh fd;k
tk;sxk] lkFk gh uhykeh dh vU; 'krsaZ uhykeh dh dk;Zokgh 'kq: gksus ls igys lHkh
cksyh nkrkvksa dks ekSds ij gh crkbZ tk;sxhA

5& uhyke fd;s x;s lkeku dks 12 ?kUVs ds vUnj mBkus dh ftEesokjh lQy cksyhnk-
rk dh gksxh] tksfd lEiw.kZ cksyh dh jkf’k ,oa ykxw VSDl ekSds ij rqjUr lQy
cksyhnkrk }kjk tek djuk gksxk rHkh lkeku lqiqnZ fd;k tk;sxkA

6& fdlh Hkh cksyh dks fcuk crk;s Lohdkj @vLohdkj rFkk uhykeh dks jí djus dk
vf/kdkj lsukuh 28oha okfguh Hkkjr frCcr lhek iqfyl cy ds ikl lqjf{kr
gksxkA

7& mijksä uhykeh lacaf/kr lHkh fooknksa ij vafre fu.kZ; lsukuh 28oha okfguh Hkkjr
lhek iqfyl cy ds }kjk fy;k tk;sxkA

8& uhykeh fnukad 02-07-2024 dks 1030 cts ls 'kq: dj nh tk;sxhA

9& uhykeh dh T;knk tkudkjh ds fy, eksckbZy ua0&9520368020] 8769145483 ij
laiZd dj ldrs gSA

LFkku& 28oha okfguh Hkkjr frCcr lhek iqfyl cy] i=kå&tkVwlkuk ftyk&jsokM+h
¼gfj;k.kk½&123401 gLrk-@&

lsukuh
28oha okfguh HkkåfrålhåiåcyåCBC 19112/11/0077/2425

h b



CONVOCATION— IMS, GHAZIABAD
IMS proudly hosted its convocation ceremony for the PGDM Batch
22-24, celebrating the achievements & successes of its students.
The event commencedwith awarmwelcome address presented by
Dr. PrasoonM. Tripathi, Director, IMS - Ghaziabad, Dr. Rajive Kumar,
Member Secretary of AICTE, & Chief Guest, delivered a ceremonial
address, emphasizing the importance of quality education.

CORPORATEBRIEFS
EDUCATION

INT’L YOGADAY—AMITYUNIVERSITY
Amity University celebrated the 10th Int’l Yoga Day, on the
Theme, “Yoga for Self &Society”,with the aim to provide a
major fillip to yoga in line with the vision of PM of India &
M/oAYUSH to promote health&wellbeing. Highlighting the
significance of World Yoga Day, Dr. Balvinder Shukla, VC,
said, “AmityUniversity has always encouraged its students
& teachers to practice yoga every day.

M.O.P— VAISHNAVCOLLEGE FORWOMEN
ANational Level 7Days FacultyDevelopment Programwasorganizedby theDept ofManagement Studies,M.O.P. Vai-

shnav College for Women(Autonomous), under the able leadership of
Principal Dr. ArchnaPrasad. TheProgramwas inauguratedbyDr. Lalitha
Balakrishnan, Management Consultant & focused on “Setting New
Benchmarks in Management Education”. In line with that Effective
Pedagogical Tools such as Case Study Method, Simulation-Based
Learning, Gamification, Story Telling&Application of Digital Tools.

JAMIAHAMDARD
On the auspicious occasion of Int’l Yoga Day, celebration
wasdone in JamiaHamdard byYogaClub, JamiaHamdard
under the aegis of Dean Student Welfare. The programme
started with the introduction of yoga day by Prof. Reshma
Nasreen,DeanStudentWelfare.Ms.SeemaRani, President,
YogaClub gave the insight about the activities organized by
Yoga club since its inception.

SEMINAR—THESTUDY IAS
TheStudy IAS, institutewhich has set out to 'Simplify UPSC' Program for Civil Services Examinations, hosted a highly
successful seminar on Career Guidance for students preparing for
UPSC as well as UPPCS. The seminar was led by Manikant Singh,
Director The Study IAS,who is renowned for his expertise in guiding
UPSCaspirants to success.He emphasised the needof developing a
"Thinking Creature" mindset, where understanding every concept
based on interlinkages is easier thanmerelymemorising facts.

PARTNERSHIP—GNIOT
GNIOT marks a significant milestone in the realm of educational
collaborations asGNIOT Inst. ofMgmtStudies&Dynamic India Infonet
Pvt. Ltd. have formalized a MOU to embark on a transformative
partnership. This alliance aims to integrate comprehensive behavioral
skills training into the academic framework of GIMS, facilitated by the
expertise of Dynamic India Infonet Pvt. Ltd.

KIETGROUP
KIET Group of Institutions, Ghaziabad, celebrated the 10th
edition of int’l Yoga Day with great zeal & enthusiasm. The
event beganwith the heartfeltwishesby the institute’sDean
student welfare “Dr. Satish Kumar” who expressed his
views on the theme of this year int’l yoga day viz “Yoga for
womenempowerment” and also highlighted howyogahas
been a catalyst in keeping the citizens of India healthy.

PROGRAM— I.T.SDENTALCOLLEGE,GHAZIABAD
A 3 day Zonal PG Convention in association with Indian Orthodontic
Societywasorganizedby theDepartment ofOrthodontics&Dentofacial
Orthopedics, I.T.S Dental College. The program had pre-conference
course conducted by Dr Sunanda Roy Choudhury on day 1 alongwith
paper&poster presentations. Thequiz competition showedenthusiastic
participation by students of different colleges.

SHARDASCHOOL
Sharda School of Humanities&Social Sciences&DeanStudentwelfare jointly organized Int’l YogaDay on
campus. During this, foreign students & staff participated
enthusiastically. The event featured a series of yogasessions
suitable for all levels, led by certified yoga instructors.With a
variety of yoga styles to choose from, including Hatha,
Vinyasa, & Yin, there was something for everyone. All
participants got a holistic experience from the sessions.

SPECIAL BRANCH
POLICE HEADQUARTER, M.P., BHOPAL

NO. SB/Store/2024-25 ( 203), Bhopal, Dated 19-06-2024
“ONLINE E-TENDER NOTICE”

E-tender are invited by Assistant Inspector General of Police, Special Branch (G) M.P.,
Bhopal on behalf of DGP MP Bhopal for the following item on website
https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app:-

1. Cost of tender document (Tender Fee) is non refundable and cannot be exempted in
any condition & must submit online through website
https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app.

2. Tender document can be download from the website of MP Police
(www.mppolice.gov.in)

3. Bids shall be submitted online only at MP Tenders website:
https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app

4. Tender Schedule:

S.
No.

Name of Item(s) Qty. Tender Fees (Rs.) EMD (Rs.) Tender No.

Paid Online Through
mptenders.gov.in

1 Vehicle Mounted Baggage
Scanner

07 10,000/- 10,50,000/- 1st Tender

No. Tender Activity Date & Time
i Submission of written queries through e-mail:

sec25-sb@mppolice.gov.in
27/06/2024 up to 1700 hrs.

ii Pre Bid Meeting along with written queries 28/06/2024 at 1100 hrs.

iii Bid Submission Start Date 10/07/2024 at 1000 hrs.

iv Last date of online e-Tender submission 18/07/2024 up to 1600 hrs.

v Bid will be opened on 19/07/2024 up to 1600 hrs.

iv Demonstration from 24/07/2024 at 11.00 hrs.

Sd/-
D.I.G. of Police

(Intelligence) M.P. Bhopal
G-12308/24 Tel. No. 0755-2443654
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The general public is hereby informed that an
unidentified person about 40-45 years of age
whose name: unknown, residence, and family
is unknown has found dead at near
Chameliyan Road, opposite Rain Basera,
Sadar Bazar, Delhi on 19/06/2024. In this
regard, an information has been registered
vide DD No: 18A, dated: 19.06.2024 at PS
Sadar Bazar, Delhi. Sincere efforts have
been made by the local police to identify the
deceased person, but no clue has come to light so far. The
description of the UIDB is as under: Sex: Male, Age:
40-45 years, Height: 5’5” , Complexion: Shal low,
Built: Medium, Face: long, Wearing: light colour Khakhi Pant.
The dead body has been preserved at Sabji Mandi Mortuary, for
72 hours. If any one has any information about his relatives,
kindly inform the SHO/ PS Sadar Bazar, Delhi.

DP/7844/N/2024

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

SHO
PS, Sadar Bazar, Delhi.

Ph.: 011-23512412, 8750870124

E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in
Ph.: 011-24368638, 24368641
Fax : 011-24368639

Unknown
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CROSSWORD5400

ARIES (Mar21-Apr20)
Youmust come
back to the fact that
Mars' current
aspects arenot the

easiest fromyourpointof
view.However, if you'vebeen
inyourpresent rut for far too
long, expect tobe forced to
adapt to the futureandshaken
outof yourattitudes.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
There's little tobe
gained from
pursuingprivate
vendettasor

doubtingotherpeople's
sincerity. Lookafteryourown
healthandmakeyourpeaceof
mind thenumberonepriority.
Leavepartners tobattle it out.
Theirproblemsarenot
necessarily the sameasyours.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
The implicationsof
today's financial
transactionscould
bewithyou fora

very long time.Youmayhave
difficultyweathering the
storm,andyoumustbelieve
that theeventualoutcomewill
bewortheveryounceof effort.
In love, rememberone thing,
it'sOKtobeadreamer.

CANCER(June22- July23)
This ishardly the
smoothestof days
socially, although if
you're inamood for

dangeryoumightenjoy the
frayednerveswhichseemto
bekeepingpartnerson thego.
Make time topursueyour
creative interests, perhaps
pickinguponanambition
you've ignored for far too long.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Frankly, it'snot the
bestday to start
sortingyour lifeout,
yet this couldbe

justwhat isneeded. Likeyour
closepartners, youmustnow
adopta radicallydifferent
approach if youare to start
afresh. In themeantime, clear
up those last remaining
overduechores.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
If partnersare
sufferingbusiness
anxieties, the
chancesare that

youcancomeupwith the
right answers. This isnota
day toprevaricateandwaste
time. Sogetonwith it and
gostraight to theheartof
theproblem.Anddon't
panic if youhit adelay, it's
tobeexpected.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
You'reonapositive
path. It's inevitable
that sooneror later
youwerebound to

have to faceup toemotional
complications.Keepyouract
togetherandeverything
shouldworkout fine. If you're
tempted to sacrificeall for a
relationship,makesureyou've
gotaget-out clause.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Currentplanetary
aspectsarebringing
tensions to the
surface,but

somehowyouseemset togain
fromthegeneralmood.Turn
yourattentiontoeducational,
traveland legalquestions. In
otherwords,begin to tackle
far-sighted issues, theones
whicharegoingtocarryyour
life forwardonemajorstep.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
If youareaiming for
aconfrontation to
clear theair, the
momentmayhave

passed.However, thereare
still questions tobeaskedand
answered. This isno time to
indulge in financial risks, at
leastnotuntil you'vemade
sure thatyoucan't lose.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Thecalming
influenceofVenus,
planetof loveand
harmony, is still

withyou, thoughnot formuch
longer.At least youmaybe
spared theworstof the
arguments that seemtobe in
theair. It's beenabusyyear so
far. Youcanputupyour feet.

AQUARIUS (Jan21-Feb19)
You'renotalways
thatgoodat
controllingyour
feelings, butone

quality thatwill nowcome
intoplay isyour skill in
understandinghuman
motivations. Takeyour time
andmove forwardwith
sensitivity, for itwill beall too
easy to forgetyourobligations
toothers.

PISCES (Feb20-Mar20)
Whenpassion is in
theair youcan
neverbe surewhich
way it's going to

turn. Itmaynowbebest to
quietly take responsibility for
yourownaffairs andavoid
those issueswhichare likely to
comebetweenyouandaclose
partner.Goodrelationships
areworthmore thananything.

S
U
D
O
K
U
5
6
0
3

DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;
6s=Genius S

O
LU

TI
O
N
S
U
D
O
K
U
5
6
0
2

Given beloware four jumbledwords. Solve the jumbles tomake properwords andmove
them to the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and
jumble them to get the answer for the given quip.
___with strings is not ___; It is a deal. -MaryaMannes (10,.,10) (sameword twice)

SOLUTION:SNEER,JOIST,TANNIN,DRAGGY
Answer:Generositywithstringsisnotgenerosity;Itisadeal.-MaryaMannes

ERNES AINNNT

JTIOS ADGRGY

SolutionsCrossword5399Across: 1Fatigue,5Ashes,8Limelight,9Moa,10Oafs,12
Animated,14Essays,15Annual,17Exposure,18Thea,21Ass,22Inthedark,24Theme,
25ReleaseDown:1Folio,2Tom,3Gala,4Engine,5Antimony,6Hometruth,7Scandal,
11Fishpaste,13Ayrshire,14Elegant,16Grater,19Ankle,20Well,23Ada

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

ACROSS
1Uriah’smateisterribly
unprofessional(10)
6Poundnoteremains(4)
10Restrictionsformembersinclubs
(5)
11Tookthemaincoursebutpossibly
notasweet(4,2,3)
12Teamnotassumedtobeofstar
quality(8)
13Interperhapswhenlifeless(5)
15Bringstogetherathousand
donkeys(7)
17Takeatrip?(7)
19Gotdowntomakingaproposal
(7)
21Playthingsforunbalanced
children(7)
22Theymaybeheldinrevulsion
(5)
24SettlerinPanama?(8)
27Thepaintssetbeforeus?(2,3,4)
28Theadvantageinhavinggood
Latin(5)
29Sovereignincludedinthetakings
(4)
30Oneproblemresolvedabouta
sailor?Unlikely(10)

DOWN
1Eagertobeheadthekingof Israel
(4)
2Detesthavingacrowdupintotea
perhaps(9)
3Followdirectionsandengagein
litigation(5)
4Inexperienceproducesthewrong
answers(7)
5Recordssetintennismatches(7)
7Religiouspassage,atissueof lies(5)
8Aflowerwilltransformtheseareas
(6-4)
9Itmaybeassumedit’sstruck
theatrically(8)
14Usedbytheteacherwhen
correctingpapers?(7,3)
16Vendorspossiblynameless(8)
18Robsbanksinordertogetadoor
fitting(5,4)
20Holdforthonmedicalreform(7)
21Onewhoshowsrank
subservience?(7)
23Repressitinmaleoffspring(3,2)
25ArticlesentupbyRobert,arich
man(5)
26Ithasnoearthlyconnectionwith
themainland(4)
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OVER15.4

CRAZIESTSINGLE

Howmuchareyouwillingtoworkfor
a single? Rahamunullah Gurbaz
tappedtheballtobackwardpointand
set off, then stopped halfway to turn
back. But at this point, Azmatullah
Omarzai also decided to keep going
andbothbattersendeduprunningto-
gether towards the striker's end.
RishadHossain,however,missedthe
directhit, and thenbothbatters start
to run – together, once more – to-
wards the non-striker's. Eventually,
OmarzaistayedbehindwhileGurbaz
ran throughtocompleteasingle.

OVER19.3

RASHID'SPOLLARDMOMENT
Wecan't be 100% certain if Australia
pacerMitch Starc and England's as-
sistant coach Kieron Pollard were
watchingthismatch,butif theywere,
they'dhavemadea tripdownmem-
orylanetoMay2014whentheMIstar
gotsoangrythathewantedtothrow
thebatattheRCBman,beforeiteven-
tually slipped out of his hand. Here,
however, itwastheAfghanistancap-
tain doing so at his own teammate.
After a helicopter shot failed to take
off,Rashidwastryingtoscamperback
forasecondruntoretainstrikeoff the
lastball.ButKarimJanatwasn'tkeen.
Rashidlosthistempermidwaydown
thepitchandthrewhisbatathispart-
ner inanger,beforereturningback."I
have never seen that before in any
cricket!" came the booming voice of
IanSmithonair, themanwhosome-
howfindshimselfdescribingsomeof
thecraziestmoments in ICCevents.

The Super 8match, a virtual knock-
out, betweenAfghanistanand
Bangladesh transcendedbeyonda
gameof cricket andentered the realm
of supremeentertainment. Right from
themomentRahmanullahGurbaz
put in a full-lengthdive off the first
ball of thenight atArnosValeGround
in StVincent, just to complete a single,
thismatchhadelements of a classic.

AFGHANISTAN INNINGS

Oscar for playacting
goes to Gulbadin Naib...

DRAMA-BALL

Gurbaz,Omarzaiat sameend.

OVER7.6

THETROTTROLLERCOASTER
At the end of the 8th over in
Bangladesh's run-chase, the usually
calmJonathanTrottlosthiscoolinthe
Afghanistandugout.Nabi'soverwent
for 12 runs as the Tigers showed
glimpsesof intenttochaseitdownin
12.1 overs. And head coach Trott
kickedatsomethingindisgustbefore
enteringthedressingroominappar-
entangerasAfghanistanwereintrou-
ble. It wouldn't be the last timewe
saw Trott wearing his heart on his
sleeve. Hewould stoicallywatch the
ebbsand flows, sink to thegroundas
a ball sped away to a boundary, and
later in the night hewould be, after
somedramaticmoments,hoistedby
hisplayers .

OVER11.4

NAIB'SHALLOFFAMEMOMENT

The DLS par score was 83 and
Bangladesh were 81/6 as the rain
started to get heavier. Trott realised
whatwas up. "Slow it down, slow it
down!" he yelled. GulbadinNaib got
themessage, andperhaps for the first
timeinhistory,acricketerwentdown
with crampswhile stationary at first
slip.Eventually,Naib'slittleplayacting
didn'tactuallymatterbecausetherain
got heavy enough for the players to
walk off, butwasn't heavy enough to
cause awashout. Spirit of Cricket de-
bate kickstarted. SimonDoullwasn't
pleasedonair.RAshwintweeted"red
card for Gulbadin". Of course, when
playresumed,Naibcamebacktofield
afterashortwhile,bowledacoupleof
overs, and picked up a crucialwicket
too.AndwhenNaveenpickedup the
lastwicket, he joined his teammates
insprintingaroundthefield.
—VINAYAKKMOHANARANGAN

BANGLADESH INNINGS

Naibpullshishamstringatslip

Bowlers, frontedbyRashid, scriptadramaticwinoverBangladeshtobookteam’s first-ever ICCWorldCupsemifinal spot

Afghanistan’s mass heroes
VENKATAKRISHNAB
JUNE25

AS FAST bowler Naveen-ul-Haq trapped
Mustafizur Rahman plumb in front, Rashid
Khan sank to his knees in relief and joy.
Gulbadin Naib offered sajdaa. Their head
coach Jonathan Trott and bowling coach
DwayneBravoembracednear the ropes.

In the stands in Kingstown the locals
danced as if victorywas theirs. After a four-
and-a-half-hour edge-of-seat slug fest,
Afghanistanpulled off a thrilling 8-runwin
(DLS) over Bangladesh to enter their first
semifinalof amajor ICC tournament.

HistorywaswrittenrighttoleftinDariand
Pashtooncricket's tapestry inAfghan sweat,
tears andpearls of laughter for thosewatch-
ing it unfold. Australianswhoweren't at the
scene,will stayunseen, evicted fromtheT20
Worldby theAfghans. Afghanistanwill back
themselvestobeatSouthAfricainthesemis.

Itwasduring the2010T20WorldCup in
theCaribbean thatAfghanistanmade its en-
tryontotheworldstage.Withtallfastbowlers
sportingwarpaintbringingouttheatricalcel-
ebrations,andplayersemergingoutofrefugee
campsinPakistan.Evenastheykeptproduc-
ingmagicalwrist-spinners afterwrist-spin-
ners,theirstrugglesoffthefieldhavebeenthe
most sought after tale. But 14years later, it is
theirskillsandfightingspiritthatwouldbethe
talkof thecricketingworld.

“It's a dream for us to be in the semi-fi-
nals.Thewaywestartedthetournament,the
belief camewhenwebeatNewZealand. It's
unbelievable. We thought 130-135 was a
good score but we fell 15 runs short. We
knew theywould come hard at us andwe
knewthat iswhatwecould takeadvantage
of.Wewanted tomake people back home
happy, thatwas the discussionwe had and
everyone did awonderful job,” Rashid, the
captain, said.

ThankstoAustralia’sdefeatatthehandsof
Indiaearlierintheday,Afghanistanknewthey
could cap off a historic night. Awin against
Bangladeshisallthattheyneeded.Butstill,the
magnitude of what awaited Afghanistan
shouldtheycrossovertheline,clearlyseemed
toweigh themdownespeciallywhen they
wonthetossandbattedfirst.Onthesepitches,
unless batsmenget closer to thepitchof the
ball,thebighitshavebeenhardtopull-off.And
theBangladeshattackkeptdraggingbackthe
lengthasAfghanistan’sbatsmenkeptswing-
ingandmissing.Outofthe120ballstheyfaced,
therewere66dotballs, that's11fullovers.

In the first 10 overs alone, openers
Rahmanullah Gurbaz and Ibrahim Zadran
consumed30dotballs.Timeandagainthey
wentforthecross-battedshotsthatweren't
apt for this surface.

Butthegoodthingwas,theyhadwickets
inhandtosteponthegas.However, the loss
of Azmatullah Omarzai, Gulbadin and
Gurbazinthespaceofthreeoverswouldpeg
thembackbeforeRashidKhan’scameogave
themsomething tobowlat.

For Bangladesh tomake the semifinals,
theyhadtooverhaulthetarget in12.1overs.
Thepowerplayfetchedthem46runsforthe
lossof threewickets.LittonDasdroppedan-
choratoneendbutwhataddedtotheirwoes
wasnoneof theotherbatsmenunshackled.
Littonfinishedunbeatenon54from49balls,
TowhidHridoy's14 thenextbest.

Likehiscameowiththebat, the11thover
bowled by Rashid proved to be the game-
changer.With37neededoff 13deliveries to
qualify, Rashid brought himself on. For
Bangladeshthiswasamake-or-breakmoment

andbytheendofthatover,whereRashiddis-
missedMahmudullahandRishadHossainoff
successivedeliveries,Afghanistansniffedawin.

Twists and turns
As the rain pickedupandDLS came into

play, therewere theatrics alsowithGulbadin
suddenlygoingdowninaheapat firstslip,as
Trott signalled to slow things down. A short
rain-breaklater,thereweremoretwistsinthe
middle. With Bangladesh seven down,
Afghanistan dried up the boundaries as the
run-rate,whichwasover7anovercamedown
to 3.40 between the 11-15 overs. Still with
Littoninthemiddle,Bangladeshweregetting
closerinsinglesandtwos.Afghanistanneeded

wickets.WithTanzimHasanSakibandLitton
playing out the spinners, Rashid brought on
Gulbadin,whohadbowled them to victory
againstAustralia.

Andhere trotting away as if nothinghad
happeneda fewminutesback,off his second
deliveryofthenight,hemadeTanzimgofora
horizontal-batshotandtheresultanttop-edge
found Mohammad Nabi at cover to push
Bangladeshto8wicketsdown.

With 12 needed off asmany deliveries,
Naveen returned to bowl themost impor-
tantoverinAfghanistan’shistoryasthedriz-
zle was picking up pace. After conceding
threerunsoff thefirstthreeballs,hebowled
asloweronethatTaskinAhmedmanagedto
drag back onto the stumps. Off his next,
Naveen was straight as an arrow to pin
Mustafizur plumb in front as Afghanistan
made it to the last four.
BRIEF SCORES: Afghanistan 115-5 in 20
overs (Rahmanullah Gurbaz 43; Rishab
Hossain 3/26) btBangladesh 105 all out in
17.5overs(LittonDas54*;RashidKhan4/23)
by8runs (DLSmethod)

I think the semi-final is going tobe amassive,massive inspiration for the youngsters backhome inAfghanistan.
RASHIDKHAN, AFGHANISTANCAPTAIN

From Delhi’s mini Kabul
to Kandahar, new belief
PRATYUSHRAJ
JUNE25

AFTER REACHING their first ICC semifinal
andmerrilydumpingAustraliaoutoftheT20
Worldwhileatit,AfghanistancaptainRashid
KhanpostedaphotowiththeSholaybanger
"yedosti humnahi todenge."

India’s win over Australia onMonday
opened the door for Afghanistan and they
kicked itdown ina rain-affectedmatch. If it
wasIndiacaptainRohitSharma,whobludg-
eoned92off41ballstoleadIndiatoa24-run
win over Australia in St. Lucia, a day later at
St Vincent, it was Rashid, who led from the
frontwithhisall-roundbrilliance.

"I don’t havewords.Weare in the semi-
finals.We are among the top four teams in
theworld. It is something very special not
onlytothecricketersbutforthiswholecoun-
tryaswell,"WakilAhmad, a final yearengi-
neeringstudentatLucknowUniversity,tells
The IndianExpress.

"The best thing that has happenedwith
this is that Australia has been knocked out.
They don't want to play cricketwith us be-
causeof thedecisionsof theTaliban regime
fornotallowingwomen's teamstoplay.But
theymustunderstand,theonlythingTaliban
promote in Afghanistan is cricket and you
never know if Australia will play with us,
withtime,theywill letourgirlsplayaswell,"
headds.

In Delhi's mini Kabul, Bhogal,
Haseebullah Siddiqi, a childhood friend of
Afghanistan opener Rahmanullah Gurbaz,
can't wait towelcome his friend and team,
when they come to India toplay threeODIs
and three T20Is against Bangladesh in
GreaterNoida, starting fromJuly25.

"Gurbazhasbeenthedifference,isn'the?
Wealwayshadgoodbowlersbutmy friend
withhisbatismakingallthedifference,"says
Haseebullah.Headds: "Iwassohappywith
thewayhebattedagainstAustralia."

Afghanistan assistant coach Raees
Ahmadzai, who has played 5 ODIs and 8
T20Is forhis countrycreditedAfghanistan's
success story to India and Indian Premier
League (IPL).

‘Not a fluke’
"It is not a fluke.Wedeserve tobe in the

top four. This is not a gift from anyone, we
have earned it. Weworked hard, we per-
formed well, we executed our plans,"
Ahmadzai tellsThe IndianExpress.

"To be honest, one thing that has helped
Afghanistancricketgrowistheleaguesaround
theworld,especiallytheIPL.PlayingintheIPL
has given us immense confidence. Our
bowlers getting thewicket of top batters of
theworld, our batters hammering sixes off
world'sbestbowlersintheIPLhasgiventhem
theself-beliefthattheycanreplicatethatsame
thingfortheircountryaswell,"heexplains.

Out of the eleven that played against
Bangladesh, eight cricketers have IPL con-
tracts, including their captain Rashid Khan
(Gujarat Titans), their veteranMohammad
Nabi (Mumbai Indians), team's run-scorer
Rahmanullah Gurbaz (Kolkata Knight
Riders), tournament leadingwicket-taker
Fazalhaq Farooqi (Sunrisers Hyderabad),
player of the match against Bangladesh

Naveen-ul-Haq(LucknowSuperGiants).
AhmadzaisaysAfghancricketershavein-

deedbenefittedfromthemoneythatcomes
with the IPL but them playing in the top
league has given kids across the country
hope.“WeAfghansdon'tthinkaboutmoney
or the luxurious life.We never think about
anyofthosethings.PeoplesaythatIPLiseasy
money, but is it?No onewill pay you if you
don't have talent. Our boys have that re-
quired skillset, which has forced the fran-
chise owners to invest in them. It is a good
message to all the kids in our country to
dream big. The numbers in the academies
inour countryhave increasedmassively af-
ter thewaywe performed in the 2023ODI
WorldCup,"hesays.

RashidKhaninhispost-matchpresenta-
tion has said how the win against New
Zealandinthegroupstagegavethesideself-
belief.RaeesAhmadzaishareshisconversa-
tionwiththeAfghanistancaptainafter they
qualified for theSuperEight stage.

Inthelasttwogames,Rashid,whogener-
allylookslikeaverycalmpersonalityonthe
fieldwas seen animated. Against Australia,
he hurled a mouthful to his clone Noor
Ahmad after he misfielded. Against
Bangladesh, he literally threw the bat on
Karim Janat in disgust after his partner re-
fusedtorunthetwoandshoutedatGulbadin
Naib after he faked his hamstring injury.
Then there was the animated chat with
Naveen-ul-Haq before he trapped
MustafizurRahman.

‘Rashid is like Sachin’
"Hewillnevercompromiseoncricket.He

absolutelyhatesmediocrity.Hehasbrought
that professionalism to our cricket, which
wasmissing. The expectations fromRashid
ismassive. He is like Sachin to the Afghans.
Every timehesteps into theground,people
willexpecthimtowinmatchesonhisown,"
Ahmadzai says.

Ahmadzai also tips his hat off to
Englishmen Jonathan Trott, who according
tohimhas instilled thatwinningmentality.

InKandahar,RahmatullahSherzad, a lo-
cal cricket commentator explainswhat this
victorymeans for thecountry.

"Icanseekids,whocanhardlyaffordfood
fortwotimes,celebratinganddancingonthe
streets. Ihaveliterallytearsinmyeyes. Ican't
rememberwhenwasthelasttimepeopleof
this countryhadsomuch joy,"hesays.

People inKhostprovincecelebratingAfghanistan’s semifinalberth. ACBofficial/X

Historywaswrittenrightto left
inDariandPashtooncricket's
tapestry inAfghansweat, tears
andpearlsof laughter for those
watching itunfold.

DREAMER&DOER

Rashid: Talisman, inspirational leader and messenger of hope
SANDIPG
JUNE25

AFGHANISTAN’SMASTERofdisguiseRashid
Khan has taken toomany guises in this T20
WorldCup.Hehasbeena talisman, inspira-
tionalleader,messengerofhope,voiceofhis
nationandthegoogly-whippingspellcaster.
Rashiddefineshiscountry’scricketingethos
and is the driver of thisWorld Cup's dream
run.Hisfour-wicketspellagainstBangladesh
and his 14wickets in the tournament gave
his teamahistoric entry into theWorldT20
semi-final. Hehas scored runs too. Rashid's
10-ball19ballswereworthitsweightingold.
Till a month back, it didn't seem Rashid
wouldplayapivotalroleinAfghanistan'shis-
toricmarch.

Rashid struggled in this season's IPL. He
struggledforrhythm,snaredonly12wickets
in10games,bled8.40runsanover.Buthedid-
n't panic. Even if thewicketswere not com-
ing,heknewhewasrediscoveringhis tunes.
Hecouldfeeltheenergyinhisfingers.“Iknow
I ambowlingwellwhen I feel the energy in
myfingers,”hetellsTheIndianExpress.Hisal-
mondeyesgleamwithamysticalshinewhen
he talks about his biggest gift. “I happen to
havestrongfingers,”healmostwhispers,“Gift
ofnature,”here-emphasizes.

Whenhedoesn’tgettheflowofenergyin
his fingers, he feels like someone else. “It is
somethingthatmatterstomemorethanthe

numbersontheboard. Igeta feelingthat it’s
notme, it’s some other person because it is
not coming out of my hand as I want it to,
evenif Ihaddeliveredthegoods,”heexplains.

ThisWorldCup, theballhascomeoutof
his hands the exactwayhewants it. He de-
molished Bangladesh with his staple
wrong’uns;hekeptAustralia guessingwith
acocktail ofwrong’unsandtop-spinner;he
traded all threewickets against Indiawith
his legbreaks.Youwatchhimbowlandyou
realise why he treasures his fingers more
thanmostleg-spinners.“Mygripisinthetips

of thefingers. Itgivesmemorepace,control
andtheballsnapsoutfromthetopofmyfin-
gers. It’sthereasonIamdifferentfromother
leg-spinners.”

Rashidisanantithesis.Hedoestheoppo-
site.Hebowlsboththe leg-breakandwrong
one from the back of his hand. Itmeans the
releasepointsarethesameandthebatsmen
can’t decode the variation bywatching his
wristsalone.Hiswrongonesarequickerthan
the leg-breaksandtheyalsoturnmore.

Rashid'sbowlinghasastrikinginfluence
ofhisidolShahidAfridi,.Heholdstheballon

thetipofthefirstthreefingers.Theindexfin-
ger, wrapped beside the seam, andmiddle
finger,placedjustabovetheseamlikeamo-
lar,andthethumbactinglikeabackrest.The
gapbetweentheindexandmiddlefingersis
massive,more likeanoff-spinner.

Unlike the conventional legspinners, the
ballrestsmostlyonhisfingersratherthanthe
insideofthepalm.“Itcamenaturallyandthen
youtryyourbesttopractiseonitandgetbet-
terandbetterwhenIwasakid.LaterIfoundit
wasunique,thatyouareoppositetoalltheleg-
spinnerswho are traditional. But I realized I
needtomakeitbetterandbetter,”hesays.

The first resortwas thewrongone, now
hismostdreadedweapon.Paradoxically,his
first experiments with it involved a lot of
wristsintotherelease.“ButIhadlittlecontrol
andusedtogethit.IrealisedIwasusingmore
ofmywrists.SoItriedbowlingthewrong-un
withthesameleg-spingrip.andIworkedre-
ally hard on it. Practise, practise and a lot of
spotbowling,before Iperfected it,”hesays.

Three subtler variations
Now, he flaunts three subtler variations

ofthegoogly.Thestapleonethat’susedmost
frequently, then the one delivered from a
higher release point “so that there ismore
bounce” and the one that he releases from
thebackofthemiddlefinger,whichisslower
thantheother twoandbreaksmore.Hehas
a flipperaswell, anda rarely-usedseam-up
ballthat’sreleasedfromthesideofthehand.

Weave in hismasterful change of pace,
and he becomes an unhittable dimension.
Around50percentofhisdeliveriesclockless
than85kph;thennearly30percentnudgein
excess of 95 kph. Few spinners operate at
such an extreme bandwidth. It makes him
difficult to premeditate or uncork the hori-
zontal bat shots. Most end up playing him
straight.Hiseconomyrateof6.45fromagar-
gantuanhaul of 419matches attests to this.
Heagain creditshis fingers andshrugs it off
asnatural.

Helpinghimgatherthemomentuminto
the crease ishis brisk run-up. “Ifmy run-up
is not quick, I won’t be able to get the ball
coming out as fast. It givesmemomentum
throughthecreasewithmoreenergyonthe
delivery,”hesays.

But the enduring effectiveness of his
bowling, he says, is his unflagging control.
“Keepbowlinganareaagainandagain,make
batsmenthinkwhat I shoulddo.Forme, it's
bowlinginoneareaconsistentlyandmixing
itup.Thatmakes batsmenmorecarefuland
memoreeffective.ThemoreconsistentIam
withmylineandlength, I thinkthemoreef-
fective I amin the longer run.”

Simple self-assessment butmore com-
plex he turns out to be for batsmen. But it’s
notjustthecraftthatmakestheman,butthe
energy, joie de vivre, the raw intensity and
the sheer determination to expend the last
drop of his sweat for the team’s cause. And
hiseyes say it all.

RashidKhan(L) andGulbadinNaibafter theeight-runwinoverBangladesh. PTI

Today’s games
EUROS:Slovakia vs Romania, Ukraine vs
Belgium, 9.30 pm; Czech Republic vs Turkey,
Gerogia vs Portugal, 12.30am (THU)
Liveon:Sony Sports & Sony LIV

Afghanistanwill count themselves
favouritesagainstSouthAfrica inthe
semifinal.AP
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ONEOF themore poignantmoments on a
night full ofmoving scenes camenot on the
football field but in a cramped room inside
Leipzig’sRedBullArena.

An Italian journalist took themic and
mademoreofarequesttoLukaModricrather
thanaskinghimaquestioninthepost-match
press conference. “I’d like to askyou,” hebe-
gan,"toneverretirefromyourplayingcareer
becauseyouareoneofthefinestplayersIhave
ever commentated on, thank you.” His eyes
still red fromcrying after Croatia drewwith
Italy, a result that all but knocks themout of
Euros,Modricatlastsmiled. Hewinkedatthe
journalist and replied: “I’d also like to keep
playingforeverbutthereprobablywillcome
atimewhenIhavetohangupmyboots…”

If that time is now, if this is the last time
we see Modric in the famous chequered
Croatiashirt,therewouldn’tbeamoreheart-
breaking farewell.

Liketheyhavedoneintournamentfoot-
ball for the last sixyears,Croatiawerecom-
ing out on top in a scrappy, stuttering tie.
Neithertheynor Italyhadbeenparticularly
goodinthegroupstagefinale.ButModric–
whoelse–hadbeenthedifferencebetween
the twosides.

Croatiahadtowinthisonetoprogressout
of thegroup, afterbeingoutclassedbySpain
and frustrated by Albania. Briefly, when
Modric sawhis tired-looking penalty saved
byGianluigi Donnarumma in a gameof few
chances, thewritingseemedonthewall.But
insteadofwallowinginself-pityandlosingfo-
cus,Modric didwhatModric does – staying
alertandstayingintherightposition.

He asked for the ballwhen Josip Stanisic
marchedforwardtolaunchanotherCroatian
attack. Sprinted inside theboxwhenhe saw
the pass being playedwide towards Luka
Sucic, sensingacrossmightbeswungin.His
readingwasspoton,butthecrossfoundAnte

Budimir in front of Modric. Donnarumma
saved Budimir’s first shot. The Italian goal-
keeper triedtocatchthe looseball. But there
hewas –Modric ready to pounce on the re-
bound, turning andwrapping his left boot
aroundtheball toput itpastDonnarumma.

1-0, Croatia. If it remained like that, the
perennial overachieverswould once again
sneakout of thegroupand jeopardise Italy’s
chances.Modric sprinted to the corner and
collapsedtotheground,histeammatespiling
ontopofhim.Beneaththatmountain,thegoal
scorerburiedhis face inhishands,hidinghis
tears; relieved thathehadmade it right sec-
ondsaftermissingthepenaltyhalf-a-minute
ago. Then again,what’s 30-something sec-
ondscomparedto18-plusyears?That’show
longModrichasbeenrescuingCroatia.That’s
howlonghe’sbeendefyingagewithhisuntir-
ing, relentless scheming in an international
career that’s older than someof the tourna-
ment’sbreakoutstars.

ThegoalmadeModrictheoldestscorerat
Euros at 38 years and 289 days. And at that

moment,italsofeltlikeitwouldputhim–and
Croatia–oncourseforanotherfairytale.

Liketheoneatthe2018WorldCup,where
ModricinspiredCroatiatothefinal–theclos-
est the tiny country of 38.6 lakh people has
come to lifting the trophy.Modric’s elegant
waysof running thegame–relyingmoreon
sensibilities, escaping tackles, passing and
dribbling–sawCroatiareachthesemifinalof
the2022WorldCup, a feat as improbable as
themreachingthefinalfouryearsearlier,and
thenthefinalof the2023UEFANationsCup.

Indeed,noneof this translated intoa tro-
phy. But that doesn’tmeanModricwon’t be
counted among football’s immortals. In the
decadeof completedominanceby two indi-
viduals, LionelMessi andCristianoRonaldo,
onlyModricstooduptothemgracefullyand
consistently. Those Croatian sides never got
tired.They’dkeepcomingatyou,outrunyou
and fight for the scraps. Never pretty, but al-
ways effective. And that is the big difference
betweenthenandnow.ZlatkoDalic,whohas
overseen this golden era from the touchline,
went with the same midfield of Modric,
Mateo Kovacic andMarcelo Brozovic in the
threegroup-stagematches.Allthreeof them
are in their 30s, and though Kovacic and
BrozovicaremuchyoungerthanModric,they
couldn’t play two full matches in a row.
Kovacicwassubbedoff inthe70thminute.A
top-class ball carrier and a beautiful passer,
thevoidheleftwasimmediatelyfeltasCroatia
began to lose control of themidfield. And
whenModric was substituted in the 81st
minute, itfelt likeCroatiawerehappytohold
ontotheslender leadtheyhad.

ThechangeinmindsetallowedItaly,poor
inalmostallareasuntilthen,toimposethem-
selvesforthefirsttimeinthematch.Andwith
histeam’sfatenolongerinhiscontrol,Modric
began biting his t-shirt in the dugout, anx-
iouslywaitingforthefinalwhistletoblow.

The referee had already glanced at his
watch when Riccardo Calafiori slalomed
down themidfield, dragging Croatianmid-
fielders towards himand opening up space
for Mattia Zaccagni on the left. Calafiori
slippedapasstowardshisteammate,whocut
intothebox,droppedashoulderandcurleda
stunningshot intothetoprightcorner.

Like the goal he scored, Modric broke
downafterZaccagni'sgoaltoo.

“I don’t knowwhat to tell you,”Modric
wouldlatersay “Footballsometimesiscruel.”

It indeed is, especially if a glorious inter-
nationalcareerendsinsuchcruellestways.

LukaModric’sgloriousinternationalcareermayhaveendedincruellestfashion

Lion inwinter

LukaModric,38,maynotreturnina
CroatianshirtafterTuesday’s loss.Reuters

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
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BRAZIL WAS held to a 0-0 draw by Costa
Rica,withtheinternationalpowerhousein-
auspiciously failing to break through in its
CopaAmerica opener.

AlthoughBrazilcontrolledplayandout-
shot Costa Rica 18-2, the Seleçãowas held
scoreless by a defense led by goalkeeper
Patrick Sequeira, who made three saves
whilerecordingtheteam's fourthconsecu-
tive clean sheet.

Brazil had an apparent goal by
Marquinhos disallowed in the first half af-
ter a lengthy VAR check, but the team
known for decades of sublime offensive
playnevergotcloser toascore—andnever
got a break on several questionable refer-
eeing calls — in front of a lively crowd of
67,158dominatedbytheiryellow-cladfans
at SoFi Stadium.

Theresult leftColombiaontopofGroup
Dafter its 2-1 victory over Paraguay. Brazil
haswon the CopaAmerica nine times, but
its current transitional squad led by Real
Madrid stars Vinícius Júnior and Rodrygo
got off to a discouraging start.

Brazil coach Dorival Júnior said the re-
sult wasn't thoroughly poor, noting his
team'swide advantages in possession and
chances.

“I believe that in context, it was awell-
played game,” Dorival said through an in-
terpreter. ”Wepassed the ballwell andwe
created good opportunities. We weren't
happywiththe finishes, I agree.But ingen-
eral, I think we presented very positive
things. Nowadays it will be like this. We
have to find ways and solutions to score.
We're always working on it, every mo-
ment." The draw was a monumental
achievement for Costa Rica, an under-
manned CONCACAF team with the
youngest roster in the tournament but a
reputationforoverachievementandsturdy
defending led by Sequeira, who plays for
Ibiza in Spain's thirddivision.

Costa Rica head coach Gustavo Alfaro,
theArgentine veteran leadinghis firstma-
jor tournament since his hiring last
November,waspleasedbyhisteam'stenac-
ity.

“I hope (opponents) start looking at us
withrespect,”Alfarosaid throughaninter-
preter. “Everyone thought we were dead
before the movie started. We are going to
playall thegamesas if theywerethe final.”
Los Ticos had lost nine straight meetings
withBrazil, butAlfaro's younggroupcapa-
bly handled a night that could have left
themstarstruck.

“All this is anice reward for thesekids,"
Alfaro said. "When Vini greeted them, it
meant a lot to them. He is someone who
playsatthehighest level,andforuswhoare
starting out, it was a very big test.” Brazil
controlled from the startwith 75%posses-

sion in the first half, but couldn't break
through.

Vinícius was taken down in the box in
the 22ndminute by a big hit from Haxzel
Quirós, but got nowhistle.

In the 30thminute, Rodrygo went low
to head on Raphinha's free kick to
Marquinhos,whobangedithomeatthefar
post. A 31/2-minuteVAR review followed,
andMexican referee César Ramos eventu-
ally agreedwith the assistant's decision to
wave it off for offside by aminusculemar-
gin.

In the 39th minute, a kick by Lucas
Paquetáappearedtogooff thehandof Juan
PabloVargas inthepenaltyarea,butRamos
madeno call.

Paquetárippedashotoff thepost in the
63rd minute. Costa Rica then survived
whenQuirósnearlyheadedtheball intohis
own net before Sequeira smothered it.
Sequeira then made a diving save in the
79thminutewhenGuilhermeAranaripped
a shot onnet.

CostaRicasurvivedafewmoremoments
ofchaosbeginninginthe86thminute,with
Rodrygofailingtocapitalizeonapairofscor-
ingchancesandnotgettingafoulcallagainst
JeylandMitchell in thebox.

BrunoGuimarães thenhadaclean look
at thenet in the firstminuteof injury time,
but pushed it justwide.

Dorivalsaidhewants toseemore“dirty
movement” inBrazil's nextmatch.

“Weneedtomakelifeeasierforwhoever
has theball at their feet,” the coach said.

Brazil'snational teamis inatransitional
period—particularlywithoutNeymar,who
hasn'tplayedsincetearingaknee ligament
in amatch for Brazil last October. Neymar
spoke to teamSundaybeforewatching the
match at SoFi Stadium,where he gotmas-
sivecheers inthesecondhalfwhenhiswor-
ried face appearedon the scoreboard
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Brazilwerenotable togeta tuneoutof
Vinicius Jr (R),whowassubbedoff in
the71stminuteonTuesday.USATODAY

Austria stunNetherlands to
top group, France second

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
BERLIN,JUNE25

MARCEL SABITZER scored late for Austria to
advancetotheknockoutstageoftheEuropean
Championshipasgroupwinnerwitha3-2vic-
toryovertheNetherlandsonTuesday.Austria
toppedGroupDthankstoFrancedrawingwith
Poland1-1intheothergame.BothFranceand
the Netherlands were already assured of
progressthankstoresultsinothergames.

TheAustrianshadneededapointtobesure
of advancing andgot off to a great startwith
DutchforwardDonyellMalenscoringanown
goalinthesixthminute.

First-half substitute Xavi Simons set up
CodyGapkotoequalizetwominutesafterthe
break, but Romano Schmid headedAustria
back in front in the 59th.Memphis Depay
equalizedwith a brilliant finish in the 75th,
thoughhehad to endure aVARcheck as ref-
ereeIvanKruzliakfelthehandledtheball.The
checkfoundDepayhadn’t.

But Sabitzer restoredAustria’s lead two
minuteslaterwithafiercestrikefromadifficult
angle.Itprovedtobethewinnerdespiteafre-
netic finale with chances at both
ends.NetherlandscoachRonaldKoemanmade
three changes to the teamthat drewagainst
France.HehadcriticizedSimonsfornotpress-
ing enough in thatmatch and subsequently
dropped the young player in favor of Joey
Veerman inmidfield. Lutsharel Geertruida
startedforDenzelDumfriesatright-back,and
Malen started inplace of Jeremie Frimpong,
who plays as a wing back for Bayer
Leverkusen.ButKoeman’steammadealethar-
gicstartincontrasttothebusyAustrians,who
scoredwhenMalen turnedAlexander Prass’
crossinsidetheleftpost.

Tijjani Reijnders andMalenbothmissed
goodchancestoequalize.Koemanberatedhis
charges and toldhis substitutes towarmup.
He sent Simons on for Veerman in the
35th.Simons’ entrance gave theDutchmore
urgency.Depay sawaheader clearedoff the

linebeforethebreak,andSimonssetupGapko
after Florian Grillitsch lost the ball in
midfield.Koeman’s sidemaintained its pres-
sure and lookedmore likely to score until
Grillitsch crossed for Schmid toheadAustria
back in frontwithhis first international goal.
Ultimately,theAustriansweremoreclinical.

France lookinguninspired
KylianMbappé scored from thepenalty

spotonhisreturnafterbreakinghisnosebefore
France conceded a spot kick by Robert
Lewandowskiina1-1drawwithPolandatthe
EuropeanChampionshiponTuesday.

Mbappé removedhis
protectivemask to cele-
brate in front of France’s
fans after converting his
56th-minute penalty for
hisfirstgoalataEuropean
Championship.

Itwasn’tenoughtose-
cure his team first place inGroupDat Euro
2024, though. Lewandowski hadhis penalty
savedinthe77thminutebyFrancegoalkeeper
MikeMaignan,whowas adjudged to have
comeoffhisline.ThePolandstrikerfoundthe
bottomcornerwithhissecondattempt.

France finishedas runner-uptoAustria in
thegroupandwillplaytherunner-upinGroup
E,whichcouldbeBelgium,Romania,Slovakia
orUkraine, inthelast16onJuly.

Francehas yet to score anopen-play goal
atEuro2024,havingbeatenAustria1-0onan
own-goal and then drawn 0-0 with the
Netherlands—whenMbappéwasmissingaf-
terbreakinghisnoseagainsttheAustrians.

MarcelSabitzerwasontargetwithalate
winneronTuesday. Reuters

SCORELINE
Netherlands Austria
2 3
Gakpo47' Malen6’
Depay75’ Schmid59’

Sabitzer80’

SCORELINE
Croatia Italy
1 1
Modric 55' Zaccagni90+8’

Judo:Maansecures
Parisquota
NewDelhi:CommonwealthGamessil-
vermedallistTulikaMaanonTuesday
secured a Paris Olympics quota for
Indiainjudo,accordingtotheinterna-
tional body's list. International Judo
Federation(IJF)onTuesdaypublished
alistofjudokaswhohavequalifiedfor
the Paris Games and 25-year-old
Tulika's name featured in the +78 kg
category. The Delhi girl was ranked
36thwith 1345points. The qualifica-
tionperiodwasbetweenJune22,2022
and June23,2024. "Thenextstepwill
takeplaceonJuly2whentheNOCswill
have tonominatewhich athleteswill
representthem,knowingthatonlyone
judokaperNOCcanparticipate in the
Games in eachweight category," the
IJFsaidonitswebsite. PTI

Equestrian:Agarwalla
getsOlympicsnod
New Delhi: Asian Gamesmedallist
Anush Agarwalla will represent the
country in the dressage event of the
ParisOlympicsafterpippingclosecon-
tender Shruti Vora onbetter average,
theEquestrianFederationofIndia(EFI)
said on Tuesday. Agarwalla, who
bagged gold in team dressage and
bronze in individual dressage events
at the 2022HangzhouAsianGames,
waspickedaheadofVoraafteracare-
ful evaluation of the recent perform-
ancesofthetwocontenders.Itwillbe
India's firsteverentryat thedressage
eventoftheOlympicsaslargelyriders
inpasteditionscompetedineventing
categories only. Agarwalla (with his
horseSirCaramelloOld)hasbeencon-
sistent since the qualification period
began last year and achieved
MinimumEligibilityRequirementfour
times,while veteranVora earned the
requiredtwoMERsthismonth. PTI

Co-inventorofDLS,
Duckworth,diesat84
NewDelhi:Englishstatisticianandone
of the inventors of the Duckworth-
Lewis-Stern (DLS) method, Frank
Duckworth died at the age of 84, ac-
cordingtoareport.Duckworthpassed
awayonJune21,accordingtoareport
in ESPNcricinfo.com. TheDuckworth-
Lewismethod,devisedbyDuckworth
andfellowstatisticianTonyLewis,was
introduced to determine results in
rain-affected cricket matches. The
methodwasfirstusedininternational
cricket in 1997 and was formally
adopted by the ICC as the standard
method for setting revised targets in
truncatedgamesin2001. PTI

BRIEFLY

FINELY POISED would be an understate-
ment todescribe thestateof play inGroup
E at Euro 2024.

On Wednesday, Belgium take on
UkrainewhileSlovakia faceRomania insi-
multaneouskickoffs,withall four teamson
three points each after two games.

Only goal difference separates top to
bottom going into the final set of
matches.

Romaniaarecurrently topof thestand-
ings. World No 3 Belgium are second as
they got their campaign up and running
with a 2-0 win against Romania after be-
ing shocked by Slovakia.

Ukraine suffered a 3-0 defeat to
Romania in theiropener,but respondedby
beating Slovakia 2-1.

■ If bothmatch witness outright win-
ners, those two teamsprogress.

■ If both matches end in a draw,
Romania and Belgiumwill qualify but the
orderwilldependonhowmanygoalswere
scored in the drawnmatches.

■ If the twodrawshavethesamescore-
line, then the current order will be main-
tained.

■ It gets a lot more complicated if the
draws are with different scorelines. Kevin
deBruyneandCowill finish in the top two
and reach round of 16 if they avoid defeat
against Ukraine. But they will exit if they
lose and Romania avoid defeat.

■Similarly,Romaniawill be throughto
the roundof 16 if theyavoidadraw,orwin
against Slovakia. If they lose and Ukraine
avoid defeat, Romaniawill be out.

■ For Slovakia, the equation is to avoid
defeat by Romania and they will be
throughto theroundof 16at leastasabest
third-placed team.

■ Ukrainewill qualify in the top two if
theybeatBelgium,orasabest third-placed
team if they draw and the other game has
awinner. Ukrainewill finishbottomif they
lose and Slovakia avoid defeat, or if both
games are drawn. ENS

What is the
equation for
Belgium to qualify?

GROUP E
P W D L GD Pts

Romania 2 1 0 1 1 3
Belgium 2 1 0 1 1 3
Slovakia 2 1 0 1 0 3
Ukraine 2 1 0 1 -2 3

Brazil held to 0-0 draw by
Costa Rica in Copa opener
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