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Rare showdown for Speaker
as NDA picks Om Birla again

Lack of consensus

Smriti Kak Ramachandran
and Saubhadra Chatterji

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India is set to wit-
ness the first election for the
Lok Sabha speaker’s position in
nearly half a century after talks
between the government and
Opposition broke down on
Tuesday over the deputy
speaker’s post, setting the stage
for the first major showdown in
the 18th Lok Sabha.

Voting for the post is expected to be held at 11am on Wednesday

-

Following rift over post
of deputy Speaker

@ Arift emerged after the government refused to
guarantee a deputy Speaker from the Opposition as a
precondition for its support for BJP's Om Birla. Lok

BE S Sabha rules say the Speaker has to be chosen

Y

KOTA MP WHO
STEERED HOUSE
FOR 5 YEARS SET
FOR ANOTHER GO

NEW DELHI: Five days ago, BJP
lawmaker Om Birla inspected
the construction work in the
Parliament complex and told
officials to finish by July 3. For
officials close to Birla, his display
of authority and the timeline he

No release for Kejriwal

Shruti Kakkar

letters @hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high
court on Tuesday stayed a lower
court’s order granting bail to
Delhi chief minister Arvind Kej-
riwal in a money laundering
case, calling the decision “per-
verse” and criticising the trial
court for inadequately consider-
ing evidence presented by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED).

Justice Sudhir Kumar Jain, in
a 34-page ruling, said the trial
court failed to properly evaluate
thousands of pages of docu-

as HC stays bail verdict

Trial court order rejected

‘Submitted material not appreciated’ 4

“The vacation judge has passed the impugned
order without going through and appreciating
the entire material brought on record by the
rival parties which reflects perversity

(in the order)...

‘Observations out of
context, unwarranted’
“The observations... inimpugned
order is uncalled for, unwarranted
and out of context. The vacation
judge should refrain from making

‘ED not given chance
to argue’

"ED ought to have been
given adequate opportunity
to advance arguments on
bail application by the

¥ unanimously. :
y such observations.

vacation judge.’

ments submitted by ED, which

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The ruling National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) picked
17th Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla who will likely become
only the fourth man to get a sec-
ond term helming the Lower
House. The Indian National
Developmental Inclusive Alli-
ance (INDIA) fielded its most-
experienced lawmaker, Kodik-
unnil Suresh, who filed his
nomination just minutes before
the 12pm deadline.

The INDIA bloc said it was
ready to support Birla and
wanted the deputy speaker’s
post as per parliamentary con-
vention, but the BJP leadership
remained non-committal, forc-
ing the 236 member-strong
Opposition delegation to fight
for the top post of the Lok Sabha
as a form of protest.

“The entire Opposition said
we would support the speaker,
but the convention is that the
deputy speaker post should be
given to the Opposition,” said
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi.

The NDA hit back, accusing
the Opposition of putting pre-
conditions. "The speaker does
not belong to any one party...but
is chosen unanimously for run-
ning the House. Itis sad that the

continuedon=14

® As the numbers stand, the BJP-led NDA has 293 votes
in the 543-member House against the INDIA bloc's 236.

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

@ Elections for the Speaker’s post have only been
\Z held three times before: 1952, 1967 and 1976.

Second term for Birla?

The BJP-led NDA, backed by key allies such as the Telugu Desam Party

(TDP) and Janata Dal-United (JD-U), is expected to win the election on
Wednesday, which would make Birla the only Speaker after Balram
Jakhar in 1985 to get two full terms in the House.

INDIA bloc

picks K Suresh

The INDIA bloc fielded

its most-experienced
lawmaker, eight-term
MP Kodikunnil
Suresh. But alliance
member TMC registered
its objection over what it
said was a "unilateral
decision” taken by
Congress.

Rahul Gandhi chosen as leader
of Opposition in the Lok Sabha

Saubhadra Chatterji

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Rahul Gandhi will
be the Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha, the Congress
party said on Tuesday aftera
meeting with key INDIA
bloc leaders, marking the
first time in a decade that
the Lower House will fill !
the position. b
“Congress parliamen-
tary party chairperson
(Sonia Gandhi)

wrote to pro-tem speaker Bhar-
truhari Mahtab, informing him
of the decision to appoint Rahul
Gandhi as the Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha,” party
general secretary KC Ven-
ugopal announced after
the meeting with
allies, in which Gan-
dhi was also present.

! The development
.+ came ahead of a show-

"= down between the gov-

ernment and the Oppo-

£ sition over the election of

the Speaker.

A large section of the Opposi-
tion anticipated that Gandhi,
who won the Lok Sabha seats in
Rae Bareli, Uttar Pradesh, and
Wayanad, Kerala, would take up
the responsibilities of the LoP
after the Congress became eligi-
ble for the post for the first time
in 10 years.

In the 16th and 17th Lok
Sabha, there was no Leader of
Opposition as the Congress
didn’t have the 56 seats required
to fill the position. P8

set was the first signal that he
might continue as Lok Sabha
Speaker. On Tuesday, that hint
solidified into fact. After the Con-
gress’s Balram Jakhar in 1985,
Kota parliamentarian Birla is set
to be the first speaker in 39 years
to get re-elected to the Lok
Sabha'’s highest office. P8

K SURESH NAMED
WITHOUT TALKS,
TMC COMPLAINS
OVER I.N.D.I.A. PICK

NEW DELHI: The TMC on Tues-
day said the party was not con-
sulted on the Opposition’s deci-
sion to field Congress MP K
Suresh as the INDIA bloc’s joint
nominee for the post of Lok
Sabha Speaker. As Suresh filed
his nomination for the election
of Speaker on Tuesday morning,
the TMC was not among the
INDIA bloc parties that signed
his paper. When TMC MP
Abhishek Banerjee was asked
about his party’s stand on the
issue, he said, "No one contacted
us... unfortunately this has been
a unilateral decision.” P8

Panel to meet parents,
review NTA protocols

Fareeha Iftikhar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A seven-member
committee formed by the Centre
to review the operations of the
National Test Agency (NTA) will
on priority engage with students
and parents over their concerns
and challenges, and seek sugges-
tions to build a robust and
tamper-proof system for entrance
examinations, former Indian
Space Research Organisation
(Isro) chairman and panel chief
K Radhakrishnan has said, amida
raging row over allegations of
paper leakand other irregularities
that have sparked sweeping pro-
tests across the country.

The committee, which also
comprises the Indian Institute of

Technology-Kanpur's board of
governors (BoG), also headed by
Radhakrishnan, will further make
recommendations on reformsin
the examination process,
improvement in data security
protocols and structure and func-
tioning of NTA, and submit a
report to the Union education
ministry in this regard within two
months.

The decision was taken during
the first meeting of the panel at
the Indian Institute of Technolo-
gy-Delhi on Monday, as NTA con-
tinues to be at the centre of a
storm after a slew of crucial
national examinations, including
the National Eligibility Entrance
Test-Undergraduate (NEET-UG),
involving the fate of millions of
candidates were botched. -pn

- SHAKTIKANTA DAS
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The main drivers of
India’s growth... are

the many structural

reforms that have

beenundertaken S
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Assange at Bangkok Don Mueang International Airport, Thailand, on Tuesday. He will travel to
Saipan on the Northern Mariana Islands, where he was due in court on Wednesday.

REUTERS

1,901 days later, Assange is
[ree after plea deal with US

BANGKOK: WikiLeaks founder
Julian Assange is to be a “free
man”, his wife said on Tuesday,
once a judge signs off on a land-
mark plea deal with US authori-
ties to bring his years-long legal
drama to a close.,

Assange wasreleased on Mon-
day from a high-security British
prison where he had been held
for five years while he fought
extradition to the US, which
sought to prosecute him for

revealing military secrets.

He flew out of London to travel
to the Northern Mariana Islands,
a US territory in the Pacific where
he will plead guilty to a single
countof conspiracy to obtain and
disseminate national defence
information, according toa court
document. A private jet carrying
the 52-year-old stopped to refuel
in Bangkok on Tuesday, taking off
again around 9:25 pm (local time)
to fly to Saipan, capital of the US

territory where Assange is due in
court on Wednesday morning.

Heisexpected to be sentenced
to five years and two months in
prison, with credit for the same
amount of time he spent behind
bars in Britain.

Assange was wanted by Wash-
ington for releasing hundreds of
thousands of secret US docu-
ments from 2010 as head of the
whistleblowing website Wiki-
Leaks. >P17

alleged Kejriwal's vicarious lia-
bility — as the convener of the
party — for money laundering
offenses committed by the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP).

“The perusal of the impugned
order is reflecting that the vaca-
tion judge has passed the order
without going through and
appreciating the entire material
brought on record by the rival
parties which reflects perversity
in the impugned order,” justice

Jain wrote.

The high court noted that the
lower court firstly expressed its
inability to consider the docu-
ments running into thousands
of pages and later mentioned in
the ruling it has dealt with the
arguments and contentions.
The court also noted that the
trial court further did not “suffi-
ciently” and "adequately” deal

with federal agency’s conten-
tions on the aspect of recovering
the proceeds of crime qua the
CM.

Kejriwal has been in custody
since March 21, except for a
brief period of interim bail
granted by the Supreme Court
for election campaigning. The

case stems from alleged irregu-
continuedon =214

Pune teen walks out
as HC ends custody

Sahyaja MS

letters@ hindusatntimes.com

MUMBAI: The Bombay high
court on Tuesday ordered the
release of the minor involved in
the May 19 high-speed Porsche
accident in which two people
lost their lives, ruling that
through the accident was unfor-
tunate, his continued incarcera-
tion was unlawful.

The court, hearing a habeas
corpus petition filed by the boy’s
paternal aunt, ruled that the
minor be placed under her care.

“We allow the habeas corpus
petition and order his release.
We are bound by law. The aims
and objectives of the Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act must treat him as
any child in conflict with the law
separately from adults, despite
the seriousness of the crime,” a
bench of justice Bharati Dangre
and justice Manjusha Desh-
pande ruled.

“Although the accident was
unfortunate, the detention was
illegal,” it added.

in hit-and-run case

T
|

Porsche. PTI

The minor, allegedly driving
the sports car at high speed
while intoxicated, crashed into a
bike, killing two software engi-
neers, Anecesh Awadhiya and
Ashwini Koshta, in Kalyani
Nagar area of Pune.

The boy’s father, mother and
grandfather are all in judicial
custody over a slew ol charges.

The case, and the subsequent
expeditious bail granted to the
minor under provisions of the JJ
Act drew sharp criticism and a
flurry of protests. Under the bail
conditions, the minor was

continuedon -6

Modi likely to visit
Russia next month

Rezaul H Laskar

letters @hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India and Russia
are eyeing the possibility of a
visit to Moscow by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi in early July
for talks with Russian President
Vladimir Putin, people familiar
with the matter said on
Tuesday. .
[f the visit goes |
ahead, it will be Modi's |
first trip
since 2019, the first |

since the start of the =/ gsssg il

Russian invasion of
Ukraine in February
2022 and also the
prime minister’s

MAN MADE BOMB
THREAT TO AIRLINE

AS IT REFUSED TO
RESCHEDULE FLIGHT

KOCHI: A 30-year-old man from
Kerala was booked on Tuesday for
issuing a bomb threat to a Kochi-
London Gatwick Air India flight,
which later turned out to be a
hoax, allegedly after his request to
reschedule his departure citing his
daughter’s ill health was turned
down by theairline’s call centre, a
police officer said.

Police said the accused, Shu-
haib (30) was scheduled to take the
flight to London with his wife and
daughter on Tuesday. However,
his daughter fell ill, and the airline
denied hisrequests toreschedule
his ticket, which angered the man
and prompted him to make the
hoax call, said police. P11

Couple, 2 sons die as
fire engulfs house

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A couple and their
two sons suffocated to death
from smoke that engulfed their
first-floor house due to an
inverter fire in Chhawla, south-
west Delhi, early on Tuesday,
fire department officials said.

Officials said the main door
of the house was locked, leaving
victims unable to locate the keys
to the door amid heavy smoke
and causing their deaths due to
suffocation.

Atul Garg, chief of the Delhi
Fire Services (DFS), said the fire
broke out around 3am and the

family called them around
3.30am, following which two
fire tenders were sent to the
spot. “We found that the fire
started from the inverter in the
house and spread to the sofa on
the first floor. The four persons
on the first floor had inhaled a
lot of smoke. We pulled them
out and sent them to RTR Hos-
pital,” Garg said.

Officials said all four were
declared dead at the hospital.

Officials said all four were
declared dead at the hospital.
They were identified as Heera
Singh, 48, his wife Neetu Singh,
46, and their sons Chirag Singh,
23, and Lakshay Singh, 21. -ps

SURAJ ACCUSED OF
ANOTHER SEXUAL
ASSAULT BY HIS
FORMER AIDE

Arun Dev

letters@hindustantimes.com

BENGALURU: The Karnataka
police have registered another
case of sexual assault against
arrested JD(S) leader Suraj
Revanna after an aide of the
MLC filed a complaint against
him, police officers said on Tues-
day. The complainant had ear-
lier filed an extortion case
against the JD(S) worker, who
initially accused Suraj — the
brother of suspended MP Praj-
wal Revanna — of sexual assault.
The man said he was coerced by
Suraj into filing the case against
the JD(S) worker. -5PMN

t § INDIATO FACE ENGLAND

Fairytale run gets another magical chapter as
Afghanistan storm into T20 World Cup semis
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Afghanistan players celebrate their ICC Men's T20 World Cup
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match win against Bangladesh on Monday. AFP

to Russia e

first bilateral visit in his third
term. Putin last visited India in
2021 for the annual India-Russia
summit, which hasn’t been held
in the past two years.

Though there was no formal
announcement by the Indian
and Russian sides, people famil-
iar with preparations for the
,, visitin New Delhi and Mos-
= cow said on condition of
) anonymity that Modi is
. expected to makea brief

day-long visit to Russia
in early July. Some
reports suggested July 8
will be the date of the
w  Visit, but there was
- no Uﬁiﬂiﬂl C{}l'].ﬁl"
. mation. -p7

MINISTER ENDS
INDEFINITE FAST
AFTER HEALTH
DETERIORATES

Paras Singh

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi water minis-
ter Atishi was hospitalised on
Tuesday, the fourth day of her
indefinite fast seeking water for
the Capital, due to deteriora-
tion of her health, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) said. The
party said that the hunger
strike has been

halted and it g
will now raise
the issue in the .
Parliament W= &
jointly with I'-__ :
other opposition
parties. P4

il

SC ON JAIN'S BAIL:
DON'T ADJOURN
PLEAS NEEDLESSLY

Abraham Thomas

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Tuesday said that petitions
seeking bail are not to be
unnecessarily adjourned as it
dealt with a plea filed by
former Delhi minister and Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) leader Saty-
endar Jain challenging an
order of the Delhi high court
adjourning his bail plea by six
weeks to July 9. 3P3

SENSEX SCALES A
NEW PEAK, CLOSES
ABOVE 78,000 LEVEL

MUMBAIL: The benchmark
Sensex breached the historic
78,000 level for the first time
while Nifty settled at a new
record high on Tuesday on buy-
ing in blue-chip bank stocks and
Reliance Industries.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
jumped 712.44 points or 0.92%
to settle at a closing peak of
78,053.52. During the day, the
benchmark soared 823.63
points (1%) to hit a fresh lifetime
high of 78,164.71. P19

Rasesh Mandani
letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Afghanistan sent a
tremor through the ranks of
established cricket nations on
Tuesday by pulling off a thrill-
ing win over Bangladesh to
qualify for their first ever semi-
final in an ICC tournament at
the T20 World Cup in Kings-
town, St Vincent.

The final Group 1 Super 8
game began with India having
qualified as toppers after their
24-run win earlier in the day
over Australia, whose slim
hopes hinged on a Bangladesh

win but not by a substantial
margin. In the end, with rain
forcing many stoppages,
Afghanistan, restricted to a
modest total of 115/5, bowled out
Bangladesh - their target was
114 in 19 overs under the rain
rule (DLS method) - for 105 in

17.5 overs under floodlights.
The result sent Afghanistan
into Wednesday's first semi-fi-
nal against South Africa in Trin-
idad with India having already
sealed a repeat of the 2022 T20
World Cup clash against
England in Providence, Guyana.
Afghanistan’s talismanic
continuedon->14
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{ WORLD } KENYA PROTESTS

Obama’s half-sister
hlt by tear gas, >dead

At least five people were shut dead and dnzens
wounded in Kenya on Tuesday in mounting anti-tax
hike protests, NGOs said, after police clashed with
demonstrators who stormed the parliament
compound in Nairobi. The military has been deployed
to support police, who earlier fired tear gas, water
cannon, rubber bullets and — according to a rights
group — live ammunition against protesters, as
tensions sharply escalated in protests that have
caught the government off quard. Kenyan activist
Auma Obama, the half-sister of former US President
Barack Obama, was among protesters tear-gassed, a
CNN interview showed. Over 10 Western nations said
they were "espedially shocked by the scenes
witnessed outside the Kenyan Parliament”.

P17

{ MY INDIA } MILITARY STANDOFF

Jaishankar, Chinese
envoy discuss ties

External affairs minister S Jaishankar on
Tuesday highlighted the need for "stabilisation and
progress’ in India-China relations during a meeting
with Chinese ambassador Xu Feihong. It was the first
meeting between Jaishankar and Xu, who arrived in
New Delhi last month, and was held against the
backdrop of the dragging military standoff on the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) that is now into its fifth
year. "Discussed our bilateral relationship and our
common interest inits stabilization and progress,
Jaishankar said on X. Jaishankar has maintained that
ties with China cannot be normalised without peace
and tranquillity on the border.

-+P7

{ SPORT } EURO 2024

Austria trump Netherlands
3-2 in shake-up for Group D

Arocket from Marcel Sabitzer gave Austria a thrilling 3-2 win over
the Netherlands that sent them into the last 16 at Euro 2024 as Group D
winners, with the Dutch also progressing as one of the best third-placed
teams. Austria topped the group on six points, with France second on
five after a 1-1draw with Poland and the Netherlands third on four.
Already eliminated Poland finished with one point. Austria took the lead
in the sixth minute through an own goal by Donyell Malen but Cody
Gakpo levelled two minutes after the break before a header from
Romano Schmid put the Austrians back in front. Memphis Depay
equalised again for the Netherlands in the 75th but Sabitzer's thumping

finish five minutes later secured the win and top spot for Austria.

P20

{ MY INDIA } MUMBAI ACCIDENT

Govtsuspends ADGP
in hoarding collapse

Six weeks after an |Ilega Iy erer.ted outsized
hoarding crashed on a petrol pump at Ghatkopar
killing 17 persons and injuring 74, Maharashtra
government suspended additional director general
of police Quaiser Khalid who was commissioner,
Government Railway Police, when permission was
given to erect the billboard. Khalid's suspension
follows two adverse reports by the state director
general of police Rashmi Shukla and DG, GRP, Dr
Pradnya Sarvade. The two reports blamed him for
sanctioning the hoardings and petrol pump despite
objections from Maharashtra State Police Housing

and Welfare Corporation.

P12

{ WORLD } REGIONAL WAR FEARS

US warns Israel over
offensive in Lebanon

The United States wa rned Israel on Tue sday that
a conflict with Hezbollah could spark a regional war,
as UN agencies said 10 children a day are losing one or
both legs and half a million Palestinians suffer
“catastrophic” hunger in Gaza. US defence decretary
Lloyd Austin met his Israeli counterpart Yoav Gallant
at the Pentagon, saying diplomacy is the best option
as fears of a major war against Iran-backed militant
group Hezbollah in Lebanon have grown after
months of cross-border fire. "Another war between
Israel and Hezbollah could easily become a regional
war, with terrible consequences for the Middle East,
Austin said. Israel’s military said last week plans for
an offensive in Lebanon were "approved and
validated” amid escalating cross-border clashes. spn

{ FAR BELOW W.H.0 RECOMMENDATION }

‘Indians failing to
meet standard of
physical activity’

Rhythma Kaul

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: One in two Indian
adults did not meet recom-
mended level of physical activ-
ity in 2022, according to new
data published in medical jour-
nal The Lancet Global Health on
Tuesday, with the consequence
being greater risk of cardiovas-
cular diseases such as heart
attacks and strokes, type 2 dia-
betes, dementia and breast and
colon cancers, said experts.

The proportion of such adults
worldwide was 31%, but it was
49.4% in India, followed by 45.7%
in Pakistan. The corresponding
proportion wasonly 9.9% in Bhu-
tan and 8.2% in Nepal. It is esti-
mated that on the current trajec-
tory, the proportion of adults
who do not meet the recom-
mended level of physical activity
will reach 59.9% by 2030 in India.

The highest rates of physical
inactivity were observed in the
high-income Asia Pacific region
(48%) and South Asia (45%),
with levels of inactivity in other
regions ranging from 28% in
high-income Western countries
to 14% in Oceania.

According to experts, the
findings point to a worrying
trend of physical inactivity
among adults, which has
increased by about 5 percentage
points between 2010 and 2022.

“If the trend continues, levels
of inactivity are projected to fur-
ther rise to 35% by 2030, and the
world is currently off track from
meeting the global target to
reduce physical inactivity by
2030, said the researchers.

The World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) recommends that
adults have 150 minutes of mod-
erate-intensity, or 75 minutes of
vigorous-intensity physical activ-
ity, or equivalent, per week. Phys-
ical activity refers to all move-
ment. Popular ways to be active
include walking, cycling, wheel-
ing, sports, active recreation and
play, and can be done atany level
of skill and for enjoyment by
everybody. Work such as house-
hold chores or jobs requiring
physical labour is another way to
be physically active, said WHO
experts.

WHO researchers together
with academic colleagues
undertook the study.

“These new findings high-
light a lost opportunity to
reduce cancer, heart disease
and improve mental well-being
through increased physical
activity,” said Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-
General, in a statement.

“"We must renew our comimit-
ments to increasing levels of
physical activity and prioritize
bold action, including strength-

ened policies and increased
funding, to reverse this worry-
ing trend.”

Disparities remain between
gender and age, said experts,
Physical inactivity is still more
common among women glo-
bally compared with men, with
inactivity rates of 34% com-
pared to 29%. In some coun-
tries, this difference is as much
as 20 percentage points. Addi-
tionally, people over 60 are less
active than other adults, under-
scoring the importance of pro-
moting physical activity for
older adults.

“Physical inactivity is a silent
threat to global health, contrib-
uting significantly to the burden
of chronic diseases,” said Dr
Riidiger Krech, director of
health promotion at WHO, ina
statement.

“We need to find innovative
ways to motivate people to be
more active, considering factors
like age, environment, and cul-
tural background. By making
physical activity accessible,
atfordable, and enjoyable for all,
we can significantly reduce the
risk of non-communicable dis-
eases and create a population
that is healthier and more pro-
ductive,” he said.

According to WHO, regular
physical activity reduces risk of
many types of cancer by 8-28%;
heart disease and stroke by 19%;
diabetes by 17%, depression and
dementia by 28-32%. It is esti-
mated that 4-5 million deaths per
year could be averted if the global
population was more active.

Despite the worrying results,
there is asilver lining in the form
of some signs of improvement in
some countries, The study
showed that almost half of the
world’s countries have made
some improvements over the past
decade, and 22 countries were
identified to be on track to reach
the global target of reducing inac-
tivity by 15% by 2030, if their
trend continues at the same pace.

In light of these findings,
WHO said that it is calling on
countries to strengthen their
policy implementation to pro-
mote and enable physical activ-
ity through grassroots and com-
munity sport and active recrea-
tion and transport (walking,
cycling and use of public trans-
port), among other measures.

“Promoting physical activity
goes beyond promoting individ-
ual lifestyle choice — it will
require a whole-of-society
approach and creating environ-
ments that make it easier and
safer for everyone to be more
active in ways they enjoy to reap
the many health benefits of reg-
ular physical activity,” said Dr
Fiona Bull, head of the WHO
Unit for Physical Activity.
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As of today, we have

full confidence -

Ukraine will definitely

become a full member ¢
of the European Union.
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Chang'e returns after tryst
with destination Moon

China’'s Chang'e 6 probe returned
with rock and soil samples from the
far side of the moon in a global first

Time Chang'e 6 spent

5 3 in outer space. It left
days earthonMay 3.

A look at the
lunar lander

China's lunar ascender
successfully took off from

the far side of the MoGH ~al
on June 4 carrying samples [

to be taken back to Earth
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SAMPLES: KEY TO MISSION A
The probe had landed in the Moon's South Pole-Aitken Basin, an y | ¥
impact crater created more than 4 billion years ago. The samples will
likely come from different layers of the basin, which will bear
traces of the different geological events across its long
chronology, such as when the moon was younger and had
an active interior that could produce volcanic rock.

That material could shed light on the solar
system'’s early days, said scientists
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Plans for China's "space
dream” have shifted into

high gear under President Xi
Jinping. Beijing has poured

/" Ascender returns to

huge resources into its space

cuu]ri:::fll:tji its ; docks with Earth programme over the past decade,
sampling thE orbiter targeting ambitious undertakings in
work by e b e an effort to catch up to traditional space
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Robotic arm to scoop
surface samples

Drill to collect

subsurface samples

Ascender transfers
soil to the return
capsule

powers US and Russia, apart from others
like India and Japan who have caught up over
the past few years. It has built a space station,
landed robotic rovers on Mars and the Moon, and
become only the third country to send astronauts into orbit.

Sources: State Council Information Office of China, CNSA, NASA, Chinese Journal of Aeronautics

52% of the 18th Lok Sabha comprises first-time members spanning political ideologies, parties and regions. HT traces some of their journeys

Along, hard ourney with roots in tribal agitation

Debabrata Mohanty

letters@ hindustantimes.com

BHUBANESWAR: From the small
village of Mahuldiha, Naba
Charan Majhi's first tryst with
politics had little to do with Odi-
sha. In fact, the first slogans a
young Majhi shouted, in his
twenties in a college in Rairang-
pur, were for “Greater Jhark-
hand.” Four decades later, he is
now sitting in Parliament, having
won his first election from Odi-
sha’s Mayurbhanj, one of the five
seats in the state reserved for
scheduled tribes, and of them, the
most well known. For, Mayur-
bhanj is also home to Droupadi
Murmu, the first tribal
woman to ascend the
steps of Rashtrapati
Bhavan and become
President of India. His
victory by 219,000
votes was also repre-
sentative of the BJP's
fierce inroads into the

FIRST-TIME
MP

veloped, had no irrigation, and
we felt cut off from the rest of the
world. We always felt that succes-
sive central and state govern-
ments had a step-motherly atti-
tude towards Mayurbhanj in
matters of health, education,
employment, electrification and
water supply. When Suraj Singh
Besra started the All Jharkhand
Students Union in 1986, I along
with Sudam Marandi and others
joined the movement fired by the
imagination of a Greater Jhark-
hand,” said Majhi, who took oath
as MP in Santhali language on
Monday.

In many ways, in 2024, his
political life came full circle —for
the man he defeated
to become an MP for
the first time, was
Sudam Marandi of
the Biju Janata Dal.

Roots in a tribal
agitation

As the call for a
Greater Jharkhand

eastern state where it

once struggled to find
a foothold and its strengthening
grip on the tribal communities.
The son of a marginal farmer,
the 1980s were a heady time in
Mayurbhanj. The region was part
of Odisha, but had historically
been underdeveloped, had little
connectivity or road networks,
and a deep sense of alienation
from the rest of the state. This
was also the time when Shibu
Soren, a Santhali tribal like Majhi,
was leading the call for a Greater
Jharkhand, where the tribal iden-
tity would find greater resonance.
While the stir for a separate state
largely centred around Bihar,
there were protests in Odisha’s
bordering districts such as
Mayurbhanj that wanted in.
“We were in college in the mid
80s and found the call for Greater
Jharkhand very appealing. The
district was extremely underde-

took root, particu-
larly among the Santhals who
form around 60% of the tribal
population in the district, Majhi
and other tribal students formed
the Mayurbhanj Adivasi Students
Association in 1990. He was gain-
ing popularity by the day, and in
1990, as a young 29-year-old, he
contested the assembly elections
from Rairangpuras an independ-
ent candidate supported by the
All Jharkhand Students Union.
He lost, but by a slim margin of
less than 5,000 votes to Janata
Dal strongman Chaitanya Prasad
Majhi.

Just when it looked like his
political star was on the ascent,
there was a setback. He joined the
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha in
1994, and fought the election
from Rairangpur again in 1995,
but came third.

In 1998, the five-decade long

BJP leader Naba Charan Majhi takes oath as a member of Lok
Sabha on Tuesday.

movement for a Jharkhand state
collapsed after the Atal Bihari
Vajpayee government announced
its intent to carve out a Vanan-
chal state comprising 18 districts
of southern Bihar. The BJP
emerged as the strongest political
force, winning 11 of the 14 Lok
Sabha seats of Jharkhand in 1998
Lok Sabha elections; itamounted
to rejection of the demand of
Jharkhand state.

“Many leaders of Mayurbhanj
including me who were in the
JMM found the idea of districts
from Odisha being part of the
Greater Jharkhand politically
infeasible. It did not make any
sense to bein JMM," said Majhi.

That year marked his political
nadir. But then, he got another
lifeline.

Majhi decided to leave the
JMM and join the BIP, a party
that was laying the foundations in
Odisha; foundations that bore
fruit on June 4, 2024 when the
BJP swept both the assembly and
Lok Sabha elections.

In Rairangpur, Majhi steadily
grew close to the other promi-
nent Santhal leader in the region
—a fiery politician called Drou-
padi Murmu, who had become
vice-chairperson of the Rairang-

pur Notified Area Council in 1997.

“She took a liking to the reti-
cent Naba Charan and encour-
aged him in the party. Droupadi
Murmu thought that he was a
promising politician,” said Rabin-
dra Patnaik, a local Rairangpur
resident.

Manjhi, too, acknowledged his
debt to Murmu and said she had
played a "big role” in his career.
“That a tribal woman from
Mayurbhanj can become Presi-
dent was a huge honour. On top
of that, she supported my candi-
dature,” he said.

Their homes were close-by,
and Majhi became the political
associate closest to her. In 2008,
with Murmu's backing, Majhi
became both councillor and
chairperson of Rairangpur
municipality. Eleven years later,
with Murmu at the time the gov-
ernor of Jharkhand, he was given
the BJP ticket from Rairangpur
assembly again with some sup-
port from Murmu. This time, he
had a party backing him, and
while the fight was tough, he pre-
vailed over the BJD’'s Basanti
Marandi by less than 3,000 votes.

In the middle of his term,
Majhi's fortune was to shine
again. In July 2022, Droupadi

Murmu became the President of
India. In that one decision,

Majhi’s assembly constituency
went from remote to important;
and Rairangpur became a politi-
cal fortress. Patnaik said that
between 2019 and 2022, while
Majhi was accessible, his devel-
opment record was tardy.

"It was certainly not extraordi-
nary enough to necessarily
cement a second term. But when
Murmu became President of
India, Rairangpur changed over-
night. There are now five passen-
ger trains to Kolkata from the just
one before, there is a skill devel-
opment hub and a bypass has
been sanctioned for the Ranchi-
Vijaywada expressway,” he said.

When the assembly elections
came around, the Mayurbhanj
Lok Sabha constituency was seen
as one, to both leaders from both
the BJP and the BJD, where the
former had a clear edge. Majhi
got the ticket ahead of incumbent
MP and Union minister Biswes-
war Tudu, and won comfortably.

Majhi's rise to Parliament was
alsoaided by the BJP's campaign
to wean away Odisha’s tribal
community from the BJD; a cam-
paign that has seen rewarding
results. Its first political success
in the parliamentary seat was in
1998, when Salkhan Murmu, a
trade union leader, won the elec-
tions and then followed it up with
another win in 1999. For two dec-
ades after that though, the BJD
and JMM won the seat, until Bis-
weswar Tudu broke through in
2019.

In Odisha, through most of the
campaign, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and the top brass con-
sciously spoke of tribal assertive-
nessand attacked the Opposition
for being lukewarm to their nom-
ination of Droupadi Murmu as
president. There were clear
results. In the 2024 assembly
elections, of the 33 seats reserved

for tribals, the BJP won 18, Of the
five Lok Sabha seats that are
reserved, the BJP won four. In
Mayurbhanj, they won all nine
assembly segments.

Crying out for reform
Majhi said that his priority over
the next five years was three fold
with a focus on increasing Rai-
rangpur’s connectivity. “l wantto
work on a plan to connect the
Rupsa-Bangriposi rail line with
the Tatanagar-Badampahar line.
This will increase the connectiv-
ity to New Delhi, The second
projectis arail link between Bud-
hamara station in Mayurbhanj
and Chakulia station in Jhark-
hand that will reduce the distance
between Puri and Delhi by
around 150km. The third thing
Rairangpur must have is a super
speciality hospital,” Majhi said.
Jatindra Nath Besra, a profes-
sor at the North Odisha Univer-
sity in Mayurbhanj, said that
Maijhi's rise was down to two key
factors — the BJP’s push in Odi-
sha and the backing of his men-
tor, Droupadi Murmu. "“Murmu
holding the high office was a mat-
ter of huge honour among the tri-
bals of the constituency who saw
her asan inspiring figure. Modiin
Mayurbhanj harped on the fact
thata tribal woman from Mayur-
bhanj was commandeering three
armed forces of the country and
this clearly played on the senti-
ments of the tribals,” he said.
Despite the spotlight, Besra
says there is much to reform in
Mayurbhanj still. There are
issues of an acute lack of employ-
ment, a broken bridge over the
river Budhabalanga, a lack of col-
leges, and continued poor irriga-
tion. But despite the challenges,
Mayurbhanj now has contributed
two powerful voices to the corri-
dors of Delhi. One is in Rashtra-
pati Bhavan. The other, Naba
Charan Majhi, in Parliament.
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bench added that a decision

Jain’s case: SC caveat on delay in bail hearings

Abraham Thomas

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Tuesday said petitions seek-
ing bail are not to be unnecessar-
ily adjourned as it dealt with a
plea filed by AAP leader Satyen-
dar Jain challenging a Delhi high
court order adjourning his bail
plea by six weeks to July 9.

Directing Jain to pursue his
matter before the HC, a vacation
bench of justices Manoj Misra
and SVN Bhatti expressed their
reservation on such a long
adjournment granted by the HC
while expressing “hope and
trust” that the matter will be
decided on the next date of hear-
ing.

The bench said, "It goes with-
out saying that bail prayers are
not to be unnecessarily
adjourned. We hope and trust
that the HC shall take a call on
the next date of hearing.”

Jain approached the HC on

June 18 seeking default bail
under Section 167(2) of the Code
of Criminal Procedure (CrPC)
that allows an accused to seek
default bail if the investigation is
not concluded within 60 days of
the arrest of the accused. He was
arrested in May 2022 for alleg-
edly misusing his position as a
minister from February 2015 to

Report suggests
‘unseemly haste’

o cut
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Abraham Thomas

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The felling of trees in
the Delhi Ridge was carried out
with "unseemly haste” by the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) and was totally unautho-
rised, according to a report by a
Supreme Court-appointed three-
member expert committee.

The panel, in its report submit-
ted to the Supreme Courton June
19, has demanded explanation
from the DDA vice chairman and
other officials on how trees could
be cut even when the land for an
approved project was yet to be
acquired. HT has seen a copy of
the report.

The panel comprising environ-
mental experts Ishwar Singh,
Sunil Limaye and Pradip Kishen
was set up on court orders on May
16. The experts were asked to con-
duct a site inspection of the
affected Ridge land in south Delhi
along with a team of Forest Survey
of India (FSI).

The FSI has also submitted a
separate preliminary report to the
court, stating that it was still in the
process of ascertaining the actual
number of trees cut and indicated
that the final report will be pre-
pared only by August.

Both the reports will be taken
up on Wednesday for passing
interim directions for restoration
of the Ridge land and fixing
accountability on who ordered the
cutting of nearly 11,00 trees with-
outthe top court'sapproval.

A Supreme Court bench of justi-
ces AS Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan on
Monday warned it may issue a
contempt notice to Delhi’s lieuten-
ant governor as it hauled up the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) over the culpability for the
felling of 1,100 trees for the widen-
ing of a road in south Delhi, a
move the judges described as “bra-
zen damage to the environment”.

The case stems from a con-
tempt petition filed by Delhi resi-
dent Bindu Kapurea, who alleged

Inside the Asola Bhatti wildlife sanctuary in January.
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trees were cut despite a March 4
court order denying permission
and the fact that the trees had been
cut being suppressed from the
judges.

According to the three-member
expert committee, DDA failed to
follow the law and committed two
“wrongs” of felling the trees and
widening or construction of road
which can only be undone by ask-
ing the land owning authority to
take immediate steps to remove
the extension of the road falling in
the Ridge area and compensate for
the trees felled.

The committee informed the
top court that even as trees were
felled for expanding the road lead-
ing from Chhattarpur to SAARC
University near Satbari (known as
Gaushala Road), work on acquir-
ing land belonging to private
establishments and farmhouses
within the project area was still
pending, and in some cases, litiga-
tion before courts is pending.

To be sure, DDA had obtained
clearance under Forest Conserva-
tion Act from central government
in March 2024. An application was
moved for felling trees for the
project before the top court in Feb-
ruary this year. On March 4, the SC
rejected the application but by
DDA’s own admission, the trees
had been felled in February itself.

A spokesperson for the author-
ity did not respond to requests for
comment on the report.

Meanwhile, Delhi minister Sau-
rabh Bharadwaj on Tuesday dou-
bled down on his claims that lieu-
tenant governor VK Saxena was
responsible for cutting of 1,100
trees by DDA in south Delhi. Sax-
ena is the chairperson of DDA,

In a press conference on Tues-
day, the minister cited emails
dated February 7 and 14, 2024
from a DDA officer to several
authority officials, and claimed
that the emails confirmed the LG’s
involvement in tree felling.

Officials from the LG secretariat
did not offer any comment on the
minister’s claims.

Cong begins prep
for assembly polls

Alok KN Mishra

alok.mishral@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (DPCC) chief
Devender Yadav on Tuesday
addressed executive committee
meetings of Adarsh Nagar and
Karawal Nagar district units as
part of the party’s bid to start
preparations for the assembly
polls in 2025,

Congress leaders said a reso-
lution was passed to hold
monthly block-level meetings,
hoist party flags at all members’
houses, and reach out to social
organisations, residents’ associa-
tions and NGOs to join or sup-
port the party.

“It is a matter of great pride

for Congress workers that the
party’s vote share has gone up in
the recent Lok Sabha polls. Delhi
witnessed development when
Congress was in power. Now,
people have to struggle to get
potable water, face frequent
power cuts and face other issues
of waterlogging, and air and
water pollution,” Yadav said in
his address at Adarsh Nagar.
Congress contested the 2024
Lok Sabha polls in Delhi in alli-
ance with the AAP, but the BJP
won all seven seats. Both the
AAP and Congress said their alli-
ance was limited to Lok Sabha
polls and there was no clarity on
whether the two parties would
contest the assembly elections
separately or in alliance.

Satyendar Jain being taken to Tihar Jail on March 18, ANI

May 2017 to acquire dispropor-
tionate assets worth 147 crore.
Based on the original case regis-
tered by CBI, ED began its probe
tracing proceeds of crime to
movable assets acquired by Jain
in three firms allegedly linked to
him.

Jain has denied all charges.

Senior advocate Abhishek

Manu Singhvi, appearing for
Jain, informed the court that the
HC should not have adjourned
the matter for six weeks as his
client’s liberty is at stake. He
informed the court that the issue
whether default bail can be
denied to an accused beyond the
stipulated 60-day period is pend-
ing consideration before a three-
judge bench of the SCin the case
of five petitions. In all these mat-
ters, interim bail has been
granted.

The vacation bench told
Singhvi, “This issue is before a
three-judge bench and we are
sitting in a combination of two
judges” as it found no merit to
entertain this request made by
Singhvi. The bench further
observed that the order of May
28 passed by the Delhi HC is an
order of adjournment without
dealing on merits.

“The HC has not considered
the praver on the facts of the
case. At this stage it is just an

adjournment. Even we cannot
enter into merits of the case. Let
the HC decide your matter,” the
bench said. “We do not know
what has transpired in the HC.
Perhaps the HC was aware of the
matter pending before the
Supreme Court,” it added.
Singhvi requested that in case
the matter is to be heard by the
high court, the court may
request for the matter to be
decided on the next date.

“This court may observe that
the HC may decide the matter
when it is taken up or else I will
be kept hanging,” Singhvi said.
He made an alternate submis-
sion to keep the matter pending
to await an order on the law to
be determined in the proceed-
ings before the three-judge
bench.

“Why should we defer the
hearing in this case as the matter
pending before us is arising
under a different proceeding,”
the bench added. Further, the

passed by the high court can be
challenged in the top court.
Jain approached the HC after
his plea for default bail got
rejected by the trial court on
May 15. In his plea before the top
court filed through advocate
Parmatma Singh, Jain said that
ED which had filed prosecution
complaint on completion of
investigation did not include the
aspect of seized cash or jewellery
worth Rs 4.11 crore. On this
basis, he claimed that even as the
investigation was incomplete,
the final investigation report was
filed to deny him default bail.
Jain stated in his petition,
“Non consideration of the prayer
for grant of default bail has
caused serious prejudice to the
rights of the petitioner in as
much as each day’s custody of
the petitioner without the
authority of law is an illegality.”
The AAP did not respond to
requests for comment.
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City marks 100 new tlooding
spots, many along Ring Road

Snehil Sinha and Paras Singh

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi has added 101
new sites to its list of waterlog-
ging hot spots this year as the
city is bracing to welcome mon-
soon, officials aware of the mat-
ter said on Tuesday.

Now, the total number of
waterlogging prone areas in the
city has reached 308, according
to civic agencies.

Many road stretches in Luty-
ens’ Delhi such as Kartavya Path
(near Boat club), Kautilya Marg,
Kemal Attaturk Marg, Panch-
sheel Marg-San Martin Marg
intersection, Rafi Marg (Sunehri
Masjid) have been added as
flooding-prone zones by the civic
agencies, the officials added.

Apart from this, many areas
along the arterial Ring Road
have also been added to the new
potential flooding zones.

The national Capital reports
flooding of several key road
stretches during monsoon every
year with experts blaming fac-
tors such as inadequate cleaning
of drains ahead of rains, multi-
plicity of authorities that main-
tain roads in the city and an
archaic drainage for the annual
problem,.

Officials said the flooding
“watchlist” has been compiled
based on observation of water-
logging and complaints received
by agencies concerned last mon-
S0011.

The sites will be monitored by
various road-owning agencies,
according to a flood control
order issued by the Public Works
Department (PWD).

Of the 308 sites — 210 are on
roads managed by PWD. Last
year, the watchlist comprised
207 locations of which 131 were
on roads managed by PWD.

A senior PWD official said the
increase of 101 hot spots may be
attributed to extreme weather
events and multiple heavy to
very heavy rainfall spells last
year.

“Most of our new vulnerable
spots are along the Outer Ring
Road, Ring Road, Mathura Road,
Rohtak Road, and Bhairon Marg,
among others. These stretches
pass through most of the areas

Preparing for monsoon ¢

Inadequate cleaning of drains, multiplicity of authorities
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and an archaic drainage are blamed for waterlogging
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that got flooded last year and
water remained accumulated at
these places for several days. We
have made several arrange-

ments at these sites,” said the
PWD official.

Of the remaining sites, 39 are
in areas maintained by the New
Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC), 17 are under the juris-
diction of the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI), and
16 are under the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA), with the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD), Delhi Cantonment, ITPO,
and other agencies making up

‘Shanti Path,

near American
Embassy

Sarojini
Nagar
Market

the rest.

Vulnerable sites

Officials said that the critical
locations are areas that see more
than five days of waterlogging
during the monsoon season and
the list is complied with the help
of the Delhi traffic police and cir-
culated to all departments every
year.

Last year, Lutyens’ Delhi saw
large-scale waterlogging for the
first time.

Last July, NDMC received
hundreds of waterlogging com-
plaints when the Yamuna
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flooded leading to several drains
facing backflow. Large parts of
the New Delhi area — which is
also the seat of power for the
union government and hosts key
ministries, residences of govern-
ment functionaries, and impor-
tant institutions — were inun-
dated with images from water-
logged corridors of Connaught
Place market, Kartavya Path
lawns, and houses of senior
bureaucrats going viral on social
media websites.

Parts of the city roads along
the Yamuna were also inundated
as a historic flood saw Delhi’s

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

See Section U/S 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Firoj S/o Aalam R/o Vagabond, Jhuggi Patharwala Bagh,
JJ Colony, Wazirpur, Delhi has committed (or is suspected
to have committed) the offence in case FIR No. 265/2023
U/s 380/411 IPC, P.S. Keshav Puram, Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
Firoj cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said Firoj has absconded (or is

concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Firoj of
case FIR No. 265/2023 U/s 380/411 IPC, P.S. Keshav
Puram, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to

answer the said complaint on or before 14.08.2024.

By Order
Ms. Divya Arora
Ld. Metropolitan Magistrate
Room No. 112, First Floor
Rohini Courts, Delhi

DP/7593/NW/2024(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Sonu @ Kuldeep, S/o Sh. Ram Singh, R/o: B-304, Nehru
Camp, Govind Puri, New Delhi has committed (or is suspected
to have committed) the offence in case FIR No. 417/2020, U/s
392/34 IPC, P. S. Govind Puri, New Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the
saidSonu @ Kuldeep cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said Sonu @ Kuldeep
has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of
the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Sonu @ Kuldeep
accused of FIR No. 417/2020, U/s 392/34 IPC, P. S. Govind
Puri, New Delhi is required to appear before this Court to answer
the said complaint on or before 30.09.2024.

By Order

Ms. Devanshi Janmeja
Metropolitan Magistrate-04
South-East District, Court No. 10
Saket Courts, New Delhi

DP/7907/SE/2024

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused

Naveen, Sf/o: Sh. Rama, Rlo: H. No. A-641, J.J. Colony, Raghubir
Nagar, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have committed) the
offence in case FIR No. 550/2020 & Cr. Case No. 3284/2020, U/s
356/379/34 IPC, P.S.: Rajouri Garden, Delhi and it has been returned
to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused Naveen
cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that
the said accused Naveen has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Naveen accused of case FIR
No. 550/2020 & Cr. Case No. 3284/2020, U/s 356/379/34 IPC, P.S.:
Rajouri Garden, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to answer
the said complaint on or before 06.08.2024. By Order
Sh. Shashank Nandan Bhatt
Metropolitan Magistrate
Room No. 356, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DP/8063/WD/2024
(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr. P. C.

Whereas a complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Maksood S/o Khushhila R/o Village Jaugalika
Naugala, PS: Barsana, Distt; Mathura, UP have committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence under FIR No.
e-22000/18 U/s 411/471/482 IPC has been registered at P.S.
Mukherjee Nagar, Distt. North-West, Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said
Maksood cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the Maksood has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused of FIR No.
e-22000/18 U/s 411/471/482 IPC registered at PS. Mukherjee
Nagar, Distt. North-West, Delhi is required o appear before this
court to answer the said complaint on or before 12.08.2024.

By Order
Niharika Kumar Sharma,

ACMM North, Room No. 117,
DP/7724/NW/2024

Rohini Courts, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

See Section U/S 82 Cr. P.C.
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Vijender S/o Nahar Singh R/o D-145/T, Shiv Vihar,
Hastsal, Uttam Nagar, Delhi has Committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR No.
456/2020 U/s 188 IPC, PS Rajouri Garden, Delhi and it has
been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that
the said Vijender cannot be found and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that the said Vijender has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of
the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused
Vijender of case FIR No. 5456/2020 U/s 188 IPC, PS
Rajouri Garden, Delhi is required to appear before this
Court to answer the said complaint on or before 16.08.2024.
By Order
Sh. Shashank Nandan Bhatt
Metropolitan Magistrate
Room No. 356, 3rd Floor,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DP/7999/WD/2024(Court Matter)

APPEAL FOR IIlENTIFII}nTIllN

The general public is hereby informed that an
unidentified person about 50-55 years of age | @
whose name: unknown, residence, and family [
is unknown has found dead at EP Hall Gate [
no.3 Old Delhi Railway station Delhi on |
19/06/2024. In this regard, an information has
been registered vide DD No: 66A, dated:
19/06/2024 at PS Old Delhi Railway station,
Delhi. Sincere efforts have been made by the
local police to identify the deceased person, but no clue has
come to light so far. The description of the UIDB is as under:
Sex: Male, Age: 50-55 Years, Height: 5’8", Built: Medium,
Face: Round Wearing: Sky Blue T-shirt and navy-blue pant. If
anyone has any information about his relatives, kindly inform
the SHO/ PS Old Delhi Railway station, Delhi.

Unknown

SHO

PS, Old Delhi Railway
station,Delhi.

Ph.: 011-23961522,8750871302

E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in
Ph.: 011-24368638, 24368641
Fax : 011-24368639

DP/7924/RI1Y/2024

water level touch a record high
of 208.6mm on July 13.

The watchlist has also ear-
marked several sites around the
newly developed Pragati Maidan
and its integrated tunnel corri-
dor.

Preparations this year
Civic agencies across Delhi are
trying to finish desilting of
drains, arrange pumps and fin-
ish other repair work by the end
of the month before the onset of
monsoon. The agencies manag-
ing drains in the city including
DDA, MCD, New Delhi Munici-
pal Corporation (NDMC) and
Public Works Department have
set June 30 as the deadline for
completing the work.

According to PWD officials,
90% work on desilting of storm
water drains along its roads is
complete and the remaining
work is expected to be com-
pleted by June 15. PWD main-
tains a 2,156km drains in Delhi.

“Our existing control room
and helpline number has been
made functional for 24 hours
from June 15. CCTV cameras at
all critical locations have been
made functional and special
arrangements made for avoiding
waterlogging during monsoon at
all our vulnerable locations,”
said a senior PWD official.

Additionally, PWD has ear-
marked three critical locations
that will be monitored 24 hours
— Zakhira underpass, Loni
roundabout, and Karala-
Kanjhawala Road. "We have not
been able to make permanent
changes, but special temporary
measures are in place at all three
locations with sufficient pumps
and manpower deployment,” the
official said.

DDA has planned to set up
flood control rooms to be oper-
ated round-the-clock during the
monsoon. Even though most
other civic departments includ-
ing PWD and MCD have mon-
soon helplines, DDA, which has
a relatively small section of
drains under it, is setting up the
control rooms in view of
increasing complaints from
areas such as Narela and
Dwarka. DDA manages 295km
drainsin Delhi,

RAPPER FROM U.P.
ARRESTED FOR
ROBBERY IN DELHI

NEW DELHI: A 25-year-old engi-
neer-turned-rapper was arrested
from his home town of Ayodhya
in Uttar Pradesh for allegedly
robbing a 38-year-old cab driver
of his cellphone by holding him
hostage at gunpoint and shoot-
ing him in the hip when he tried
to resist, at a petrol pump in
Sriniwaspuri, south Delhi, early
Sunday, police said.

The accused, identified as
Aryan Rajvansh, wanted to rob
the cab driver, Kulbhushan
Sharma, as he was faced with a
cash crunch.

Deputy commissioner of
police (southeast) Rajesh Deo
said that the incident took place
around 1.30am on Sunday.

“The cabbie was admitted to
AIIMS Trauma Centre for treat-
ment,” he said. HTC

Locals protest after part
of mosque in Mangolpuri
demolished by civicbo dy

HT Correspondent

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Protests broke out in
Y Block of Mangolpuri on Tues-
day morning during an anti-en-
croachment drive by the Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi (MCD),
which started demolishing an
illegally built portion of a
mosque complex inside a
municipal park on Kanjhwala
Road. But the drive was halted
midway as the situation esca-
lated, with a large crowd gather-
ing and forming a human chain
to obstruct the entry of excava-
tor machines, MCD said in a
statement.

In the statement, MCD said
the encroachment drive was part
of its “ongoing efforts to address
unauthorised religious
encroachments and uphold the
integrity of public spaces.” With
the support of the five police
companies, MCD commenced
the demolition of the illegally
extended boundary wall.

“The operation removed 20
metres of the unauthorised
structure. However, the situation
escalated as a large mob gath-
ered, forming a human chain to
obstruct the entry of JCBs into
the area... Additionally, the pres-
ence of female protesters sitting
on the unauthorised structure
complicated the law-and-order
situation. Despite their diligent
efforts, the authorities were una-
ble to safely disperse the crowd,”
the MCD said.

The demolish ed portion uf the complex on Tuesday.

The statement said that in
light of the development, the
police advised MCD to halt the
demolition drive temporarily, to
maintain peace and order. "A
status report regarding this issue
has been filed with the high
court of Delhi in WC (P) No
4867/2024,” the civic body said.

Deputy commissioner of

police (outer) Jimmy Chiram
said: “We deployed the force as
per MCD'’s plan to demolish part
of the mosque, which is an
encroachment on the land. The
mosque is intact. However, there
was a protest.”

The DCP said: “There was no
stone pelting. One or two people
must have picked up stones. The

HTPHOTO

police controlled the situation and
the demolition was carried out.
We don’'t know how much they
had planned to demolish... the
team left after the protest. We are
not lodging any case as of now.
The situation is under control.”

Police said more than 80 per-
sonnel, equipped with anti-riot
gear, were deployed at the
mosque. A second police officer
said the MCD intended to
remove the outer wall. "After
three hours of efforts, the locals
gathered and the drive had to be
halted,” the officer said.

MCD has said it was in the
process of rescheduling the
encroachment removal pro-
gramime.

Atishi hospitalised; Will raise
water crisis issue m Parl: AAP

Paras Singh

paras@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHL: Delhi water minis-
ter Atishi was hospitalised on
Tuesday, the fourth day of her
indefinite fast seeking water for
the Capital, due to deterioration
of her health, the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) said. The party said
that the hunger strike has been
halted and it will now raise the
issue in the Parliament jointly
with other opposition parties,

The party said that her blood
sugar level dropped to 43 units
(mg/dL) at midnight and 36
units around 3am, following
which doctors advised immedi-
ate admission to a hospital. She
was taken to LNJP hospital in
an ambulance.

AAP’s Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay
Singh, addressing a press meet,
said: “Atishi is admitted to the
ICU of LNJP Hospital... we pray
to God that she recovers soon.
She was on hunger strike. Now
the fast has been stopped but
there are other ways of protest,
We are also writing a letter to
the Prime Minister and will also
raise this in Parliament.”

Singh said the weather in
Delhi improved over the past
few days and water supply level
also increased marginally.
“There has been slight improve-
ment in water supply over the
last two to three days. The
shortfall has reduced from 100
MGD to 90 MGD. We hope that
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TMC MPs Mahua Moitra, Sagarika Ghose, and Pratima Mondal
with Atishi during her hunger strike on Monday. ANI

it will further improve in com-
ing days,” Singh said.

Suresh Kumar, the medical
director of LNJP Hospital, said
that Atishi’s vital parameters
were stable. “When Atishi was
brought to the hospital, her
blood sugar was low. She was
drowsy and her sodium level
was also low. She has been
admitted to the emergency ICU.
She is currently on IV fluids.
Her vital parameters are stable
right now. Some blood tests
have been done, and the reports
are awaited,” he said.

Delhi water minister was sit-
ting on an indefinite hunger
strike from Friday demanding
around 100 MGD from Hary-
ana’s Hathinikund barrage for
Delhi to meet its water supply
demand.

There has been marginal
improvement in water supply

over the past four days, with a
supply of 914 MGD recorded on
Tuesday. The shortfall has
translated to reduced supply
timings, low supply pressure,
contamination in some areas
and shortages in tail-end areas.

Delhi BJP president Virendra
Sachdeva wished Atishi a
speedy recovery, but said she
should stop misleading the pub-
lic.

"We have been saying since 21
June that the minister is not sit-
ting on satyagraha as they have
no relation with truth. Satyagra-
his used to fast to expose the
truth and not to hide their
administrative failures,” he said.

AAP’s Rajya Sabha MP Swati
Maliwal posted on X in Hindi: *
Satyagraha is always done with
a true and pure heart,. I fasted
twice...I hope your health will
improve soon.”

UP approves extension of Metro

from Botanical Garden to Sec 142

Vinod Rajput

vinod.rajput@htlive.com

NOIDA: The Noida authority on
Tuesday said the Uttar Pradesh
cabinet has approved the
detailed project report (DPR) of
an 11.56km Metro link that will
branch out from existing Botan-
ical Garden Metro station in
Sector 38A and end at the Noida
Metro's Aqua Line station in
Noida's Sector 142 near Noida-
Greater Noida Expressway.

Currently, Greater Noida and
Noida are not directly con-
nected to the Delhi Metro via
Noida Metro’s 29.7km Aqua
Line corridor. Also, this connec-
tivity to Delhi Metro's Blue Line,
which enters via Mayur Vihar
and ends at Sector 62’s Elec-
tronic City Metro station, is not
a seamless one.

The new 11.56km link will
make the connectivity seamless,
taking the Metro closer to the
greenfield Noida international
airport in Jewar.

“This strategic approval
marks a pivotal step in the
development of the city’s Metro
infrastructure, promising to
bring substantial benefits to the
region. The new Metro corridor,
extending from Botanical Gar-
den to Sector 142, is designed to
address the growing demand
for efficient and reliable public

Boost to

connectivity

The Uttar Pradesh government

has approved a budget of

¥2,254.35 crore for the project

EXTENSION PROJECT
(I

11-56 km

Number of stations
NOIDA SEC. 142 TO

BOTANICAL GARDEN

transportation. This project will
not only enhance connectivity
but also contribute to the over-
all development and prosperity
of the region,” said Lokesh M,
chief executive officer, Noida
authority, and managing
director, Noida Metro Rail Cor-
poration (NMRC).

The Uttar Pradesh govern-

ment approved a budget of

32,254.35 crore for this line,
which will have eight Metro sta-
tions, at Botanical Garden, Sec-
tor 44, Noida authority’s new
office in Sector 96, sectors 97,
105, 108, 93 and Panchsheel

Botanical
Garden
) Noida Sec.44

Noida-Greater
Noida eway

Balak Inter College.

Once this corridor is built, it
will facilitate commuting with
ease via Delhi Metro’s Blue Line
and Noida's Aqua Line, said
NMRC officials.

The NMRC has also decided
to develop a Botanical Garden
bus stand in Sector 38A, where
Aqua Line and Blue Line will
seamlessly meet, thereby offer-
ing safe and smooth travel to
thousands of commuters, said
officials. “The passengers will
be able to easily interchange
between the Aqua Line and
buses (intracity/ intercity) from

Panchsheel Balak
Inter college

Operational
Aqua Line

29.7 km
Number of
stations: 21

Sector
142

Botanical Garden Metro station.
This corridor will provide seam-
less connectivity to all the com-
muters travelling from Greater
Noida towards Delhi and vice
versa,” said Lokesh M.

He said the line is expected to
have a daily ridership of
approximately 80,000 in the ini-
tial stages. “The Botanical Gar-
den station will become a big
interchange station. Following
this approval, the next crucial
step involves forwarding the
DPR to the Centre for final
approval and funding,” said
Lokesh M.
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A gutted room belonging to the Singh family at Chhawla on Tuesday.

SANJEEV VERMA/HT PHOTO

4 of tamily killed in
Chhawla house fire

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A couple and their
two sons suffocated to death
from smoke that engulfed their
first-floor house due to an
inverter fire in Chhawla, south-
west Delhi, early Tuesday, offi-
cials of the fire department said.

Officials said the main door of
the house was locked, leaving
victims unable to locate the keys
to the door amid heavy smoke
and causing their deaths due to
suffocation. They also tried to
break a window near the
entrance with a hammer, but
failed to do so.

Atul Garg, chief of the Delhi
Fire Services, said the fire broke
out around 3am and the family
called them around 3.30am, fol-
lowing which two fire tenders
were sent to the spot. “We found
that the fire started from the
inverter in the house and spread
to the sofa on the first floor. The
four persons on the first floor
had inhaled a lot of smoke. We
pulled them out and sent them
to RTR Hospital,” Garg said.

Officials said all four were
declared dead at the hospital.
They were identified as Heera

Singh, 48, his wife Neetu Singh,
46, and their sons Chirag Singh,
23, and Lakshay Singh, 21.

A fire official, who was at the
spot, said, “There was only one
entrance to the house. The door
was locked from inside. Heera's
body was in the hall while his
wife and sons were lying in the
bathroom with buckets and tow-
els. We think they were trying to
douse the fire by pouring water
around them to stave off the
smoke.”

The official said the house has
two floors, with Singh'’s elderly
mother, Seeta Singh, living on
the ground floor, Singh and his
family living in the front section
of the first floor, and his younger
brother Gurmeet Singh and his
family staying in the rear section
of the first floor, the official said.

“It was not a big fire but the
family got trapped inside due to
heavy smoke, We suspect they
could not escape because they
could not open the lock,” the offi-
cial said. Delhi Police said the
main door of the house was
locked from the inside and it had
to be broken.

Deputy commissioner of
police (Dwarka) Ankit Singh
said, “The four poeple were

injured due to suffocation by
smoke. All four were rushed to
RTR Hospital, where they were
declared dead... It seems that fire
broke out due to a short circuit
in the inverter at the main
entrance.”

Singh's family said they strug-
gled for almost an hour to get the
family out but could not locate
the key. Singh’s nephew, Harsh
Chopra, who lives in the vicinity,
said, “Heera Singh would putan
additional lock on his main door
because Chirag is specially
abled. The family feared that he
would flee the house at night or
put himself in danger. So, the
gate was always locked.”

“We found out about the fire
around 3am because of the
smoke coming from their house.
Gurmeet and I rushed and tried
to open the main door. We tried
to call them but could not con-
nect. We heard them scream that
they could not find the key to the
lock,” Chopra said. The family
said they tried to break the door
with an axe but failed.

Heera worked as a camera-
man for a spiritual guru in
Dwarka, Neetu was a home-
maker, and Lakshay worked
with a private firm in Noida.

Threats, sabotage: How water mafia

is holding Ggm residents to ransom

Leena Dhankhar
leena.dhankhar@hindustantimes.com

GURUGRAM: Around 200 resi-
dential societies located along
the Dwarka Expressway are
being forced to pay “protection
money” to the water mafia, resi-
dents alleged, after the water
pipeline leading to a high-rise in
Sector 102 was damaged and
supply disrupted as residents
refused to pay 250,000 to a
group that sought the money to
ensure “safety of the pipeline”.

Residents of Emaar Imperial
Garden society in Sector 102
were in for a shock on Tuesday
morning, as there was no water
in their taps. On enquiry, they
found the Gurugram Metropoli-
tan Development Authority’s
(GMDA) master pipeline was
axed at multiple points in the
wee hours of Tuesday.

Residents immediately con-
nected the damage to the pipe-
line with a demand for 50,000
made a few days ago by water
suppliers, who were coercing
residents to either pay up or pur-
chase tankers from them for an
exorbitant rate of 5,000 for a
5,000-litre tanker.

They filed a complaint with
the police, but a formal case was
yet to be registered at the time of
filing the report. Senior police
officers said they inspected the
spot of pipeline damage and
decided to deploy a patrol team
to prevent untoward incidents.

Karan Goel, deputy commis-
sioner of police (west), said: “The
police team found that the water
pipelines were damaged; this has
not happened for the first time.

This is a regular practice by
water tanker operators, who
have been supplying water to
residential societies for years.”

Goel said they have not
received a complaint against any
particular person, so far. “Resi-
dents have not mentioned any-
one’s name of filed a formal
complaint to take action. We
have deployed our team for
patrol at night and to keep a
check on the water pipelines.
Also, we will keep a check on the
people supplying water tankers
in the sectors to ensure safety of
residents,” he said.

Sunil Sareen, the deputy con-
vener of Dwarka Expressway
Gurugram Development Associ-
ation (DXP-GDA) and a former
RWA president of the Emaar
Imperial Gardens society, said

that the pipeline is being dam-
aged frequently.

“This is happening frequently
and a complaint was already
lodged with the Dhankot police
station, but to no effect. These
miscreants or local goons have
been demanding protection
money from us, which we
refused. The RWA has spent
around 10 lakh in the past three
months on pipeline (repairs) and
buying potable water through
tankers. On Tuesday morning,
we engaged a contractor to put
soil on the new pipelines to pre-
vent sabotage,” he said.

Sources in the GMDA
acknowledged that the water
mafia was behind the crisis,
damaging infrastructure and
then charging residents exorbi-
tant sums for water tankers and

Fire at Satdarjung hospital, none hurt

St T

The fire broke out in the

storeroom area on the ground
floor. ARVIND YADAV/HT

Leopards kill 10 cattle
in Ggm; seen on cam

Leena Dhankhar

leena.dhankhar@hindustantimes.com

GURUGRAM: Two leopards alleg-
edly killed 10 cattle and attacked
other domestic animals in the
early hours of Tuesday, trigger-
ing panic in Tikli village of Bad-
shahpur. The CCTV footage that
clearly shows movement of two
leopards was widely shared by
locals on social media platforms.

The leopards can be seen
jumping off the boundary wall
and entering one of the houses
and returning after attacking
cattle, particularly in the local
stables where they have report-
edly killed five cows.

This attack is the latest in a
series of similar incidents in the
region around the Aravalli hills,
where several leopards have
been sighted earlier, The regular
sightings of leopards have led to
fear among the villagers,
prompting them to approach the
wildlife department for help.

Rajesh Chahal, Wildlife
Inspector, Gurugram, said they
got a call from the village sar-
panch on Tuesday and a team
was sent to the spot. “Many cat-

One of the two leopards caught
on camera.

tle were found injured. We
scanned CCTV footage from dif-
ferent areas and two leopards
were seen. We have issued an
advisory on Tuesday to ensure
the villagers' safety,” he said.

Wildlife officials have decided
to fence the area around the cat-
tle yard and install nets for the
safety of the animals. “We have
also advised villagers not to step
out alone in the dark and to
move in groups in case of an
emergency, Chahal said.

Brahmdev (who goes by his
first name), the village sarpanch,
said that they had spotted leop-
ards more than 50 times in the
last 10 days. “Due to acute water
shortage, they are venturing into
villages,” he said.

Delhi zoo records
first macaque birth

Jasjeev Gandhiok
jasjeev.gandhiok @hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A stump-tailed
macaque brought to the Delhi
zoo last year as partof an animal
exchange gave birth late Sunday,
marking the first successful
breeding among the species that
also showed that the simians
have adjusted well to their new
environment, officials aware of
the development said.

The Delhi zoo received eight
macaques last year from the Aiz-
awl zoo, in exchange for six sil-
ver pheasants. One of them died
due to heatstroke this summer,
leaving the population at seven
— four male and three female —
until the latest addition.

Delhi zoo director Sanjeet
Kumar said: “Before this
exchange, our last stump-tailed
macaque died in 2014 and the
species was missing for nearly
nine years. This birth is also a
first, as we have no other record
of a successful stump-tailed
macaque breeding at the zoo.”

He said that the newborn was
being provided intensive care by
veterinarians at the zoo.

Also known as

bear
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A stump-tailed macaque

macaques, these monkeys are
part of an old-world species
called Macaca arctoides. They are
generally found south of the
Brahmaputra, in northeast
India, and are listed as “vulnera-
ble” species globally, according
to the International Union for
Conservation of Nature.

A second zoo official said that
prior to the last year's exchange,
the zoo had brought in
macaques around 2005, but the
pair was old and did not breed.
“The hope this time is that we
will have younger males and
females, which can mate,” the
official said.

The Delhi zoo, inaugurated in
1959, currently houses over 97
different animal species, includ-
ing white tigers, Royal Bengal
tigers and rhinoceroses.

Send only less-polluting buses to
Delhi region, non-NCR states told

Jasjeev Gandhiok

letters@hindustntimes.com

NEW DELHI: Buses from five
states coming to Delhi and
National Capital Region (NCR)
will have to transition to electric,
CNG or BS VI by the end of the
year to reduce vehicular emis-
sions in the region, the Commis-
sion for Air Quality Management
(CAQM) in NCR has said in an
order,

CAQM has asked Punjab,
Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pra-
desh, Uttarakhand and Jammu
and Kashmir, the states from
which inter-city buses come to
Delhi-NCR, to facilitate transi-
tion to cleaner fuels by the end of
2024, fixing deadlines for each of
the states and UTs. The apex pol-
lution control body for NCR said
that this will be applicable to
buses operated by the state Pub-
lic Sector Undertakings (PSUs)

THE DECISION WAS
TAKEN DURING A
MEETING WITH
THE STATE

GOVTS ON APRIL 5,
SAID CAQM

as well as private entities, which
make trips to Delhi-NCR and
back.

The decision was taken after
deliberations with these state
governments in a meeting held
on April 5, CAQM said. "It
emerged during the meeting
with these five states and UTs
that transition to only CNG or EV
buses by these states will take
much longer time. But it
becomes necessary to prioritise
replacing older BS-III or BS-IV
inter-city diesel buses running
from these states to Delhi-NCR
with BS-VI diesel compliant

buses and action was initiated in
this direction towards appropri-
ate replacement of such buses,”
CAQM said in its order, dated
June 14, a copy of which HT has
seen.

The document said the dead-
line to switch to cleaner fuels for
inter-city buses from Punjab,
Himachal Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh is December 31, 2024,
and for Jammu and Kashmir, it
1s September 30, 2024,

For Uttarakhand, CAQM said
that out of the 541 buses required
to run to and from Delhi-NCR,
160 were currently complaint,
and the remaining 379 is
required to switch to clean fuels.
For 190 buses, the deadline to
transition is December 31, 2024,
with the remaining required to
be done by March 31, 2025.

After Uttarakhand, the high-
est number of inter-city buses to
Delhi-NCR comes from Hima-

chal Pradesh (238), followed by
Punjab (147). Himachal Pradesh
already has 207 of its buses using
clean fuels, and Punjab has 105
out of its 147 buses running on
cleaner fuels, it said.

“Apart from the bus services
operated by the state govern-
ment, inter-city bus services
being operated by the state PSUs
and private entities also have to
switch to electric or CNG or BS
VI complaint. Bus services oper-
ating under the Association of
Independent Tour Operators
licence regime are presently not
to be covered in the ambit of
these guidelines,” it added.

Anumita Roychowdhury,
executive director, research and
advocacy, Centre for Science and
Environment, said, “This can
provide cleaner public transport,
and also ensure significantly
lower emissions from tailpipes
of these heavy-duty buses.”

NEW DELHI: At least three nurses
were trapped and later safely
rescued after a fire broke out in
the old casualty building of Saf-
darjung hospital in south Delhi
on Tuesday. All of them were
trapped on the third floor of the
building. No injury or casualty
has been reported, fire officials
and police officers said.

Two nurses were brought
down through the staircase, said
DCP (southwest) Rohit Meena.

The third nurse was brought

down from the third floor using
an aerial ladder,” said head con-
stable Rajender Kumar from the
Safdarjung hospital police post.

Delhi Fire Services chief Atul
Garg said, “Seven fire tenders
were pressed into action. The
fire broke out in the storeroom
area on the ground floor.” Fire
division officer Manoj Kumar
Sharma said the fire apparently
originated due to a short-circuit
in an electrical panel near the
storeroom. HTC

packaged water.

While residents of multiple
societies said they wrote to the
GMDA to file a police complaint
into the issue, GMDA officials
said that damage or sabotage to
a society’s pipeline was the
responsibility of the developer
and not the GMDA.

“The developer is responsible
for the maintenance of their own
pipeline infrastructure laid by
them. Any illegal connections,
when detected on the water sup-
ply pipeline of GMDA, is discon-
nected by the GMDA team,”
Abhinav Verma, executive engi-
neer, GMDA, said.

Vinod Kumar, a resident of
Imperial Garden, said that inten-
tional sabotage of the society’s
water pipeline forced them to
depend on water tankers. “This

poses a serious health hazard,
apart from the economic pen-
alty. Authorities concerned are
requested to take necessary
actions to stop this,” he said.

Siddharth Pahwa, president of
the Imperial Garden’s RWA said
that they have followed all
GMDA protocols. “We laid water
pipeline from the master pipe-
line till our society, which is
nearly 1.5 km away. Spending
money repeatedly takes a toll on
us. The RWA has been spending
350,000 per day for 15 days a
month on water. We want sup-
port from Gurugram authori-
ties,” he said.

Residents of other societies
said they were also suffering due
to the water mafia, but were
scared to make a move against
them as they engage musclemen
to harm them or their families.

A 42-year-old senior executive
with a private firm, who lives in
a society in Sector 102, alleged
that the members of the water
malia patrol the sector and
keeps a check on the movement
of residents to the police station.
“They have no mercy and can
harm any of us,” the resident
said, requesting anonymity.

Water suppliers in the area
said that they are solely depend-
ent on supplying water to earn a
living. “Residents are ready to
pay the contractor and buy pipe-
lines, but they don’t want to pay
us, who are ready to take respon-
sibility. We have been supplying
water for over a decade, but
now, people are trying to buy
from other areas,” said Bhima
Singh, a 42-year-old water sup-
plier from Babupur village.
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Ref. No. Advt./Acad/2024/01

procedure, fee and other details.
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MADHAV INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY & SCIENCE, GWALIOR

Deemed University
NAAC ACCREDITED WITH A+ + Grade

Gola Ka Mandir, Gwalior (M.P)-474005, INDIA Ph. : +91-751-2409300
E-mail : vicechancellor@mitsgwalior.in, Website : www.mitsgwalior.in

Ph.D. Admission Notice 2024-2025

Applications are invited from the eligible candidates for the admission
to Ph.D. Programme in Engineering & Technology, Architecture &
Planning, Computer Application, Management, Applied Science and
Humanities as per MITS-DU ordinance.

Candidates are required to submit the application in prescribed
proforma available on Institute website along with application fee and
testimonial on or before 04:00 PM on 22 July 2024 to the office of the
Vice Chancellor, MITS-DU Gwalior.

Please visit the MITS-DU website www.mitsgwalior.in for disciplines of
Ph.D. Programmes, eligibility criteria, application & admission

@

Dr. R.K. Pandit
Vice Chancellor

DP/9668/2024

Say Yes to Life,
No to Drugs

INTERNATIONAL DAY
AGAINST DRUG ABUSE AND
ILLICIT TRAFFICKING

26 June, 2024

Together, we can achieve the ultimate
goal of a drug free society.

Take an e-pledge on the link given below

https://pledge.mygov.in/fightagainstdrugabuse/

#IndiaSaysNoToDrugs

E-mail to CP, Delhi at : cp.sanjayarora@delhipolice.gov.in | Write o CP, Delhi at P.O. Box No. 171, GPO, New Delhi
€) @DehiPoliceOfficial | €9 @DelhiPolice | @ @delhi.police_offical | € @DelhiPoliceOfficial | & delhipolice.gov.in

FOR IMMEDIATE POLICE HELP CALL 112
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Mercury to stay below 40°Ctill

July 1, light rain likely to persist

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The mercury
dropped below 40 degrees Cel-
sius ('C) in Delhi on Tuesday but
there was no respite from the
heat as high humidity levels
made outdoors unbearable.
Delhi recorded a maximum tem-
perature of 39.7°C, three degrees
above normal and down from
40.4°C on Monday, and the heat
index (HI) or “real feel” tempera-
ture was recorded at 52°C, a drop
from 53°C the day before.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has issued a
yellow alert for Delhi, forecast-
ing rain across parts of the city
for the next six days. IMD said
the monsoon is likely to cover
several parts of northwest India
over the next three to four days,
but did not specity when the
south-west monsoon would
likely hit the Capital.

“Delhi will see light rain till
the end of the month. The rain

A

29.6°

The wet-bulb temperature measures the heat's imp
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on human health. The principle is simple: because we ’1
cool down by sweating, the more readily sweat evaporates

the less hot you feel. But evaporation becomes harder ~— ™=—— E S

when the air is heavy with moisture. This is why we tend to feel warmer in 7

we step out. Scientists measure this by wrapping the bulb of 3
thermometer ina wet cloth, hence, the term wet bulb.

When the wet-bulb temperature rises, there is so much
moisture in the air that sweating stops working as a means
to bring down the body's excess heat. This is why

prolonged exposure to a wet-bulb temperature amund j -

35°C can be fatal, even among healthy people.

intensity is expected to increase
from June 28, when we will see
the impact of a western disturb-
ance and the monsoon advanc-
ing further into parts of north-
west India,” said an IMD official.

Delhi’'s maximum dropped
below 40°C for the first time in
40 days on Saturday to 39.4°C. It
was 39.8°C on Sunday before it
rose to 40.4°C on Monday.

In its monsoon bulletin on

Tuesday, IMD said conditions
were currently favourable for
the south-west monsoon to
advance into “the remaining
parts of the North Arabian Sea,
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, West
Bengal, Jharkhand and Bihar,
most of eastern Uttar Pradesh,
parts of west Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh,
Jammu-Kashmir-Ladakh-Gilgit-
Baltistan-Muzaffarabad, and
northern Punjab and Haryana in
the next three to four days.”
Delhi's relative humidity on
Tuesday oscillated between 48%
and 92%, making sweating diffi-
cult outdoors — higher humidity
makes it difficult for the human

body to sweat and cool itself

effectively. The wet bulb temper-
ature was 29.6°C on Tuesday,
marginally lower than the 29.7°C
on Monday.

Meanwhile, Delhi's minimum
temperature was 28.6°C on Tues-
day, a degree above normal and
adrop from 314 C a day earlier.

27 peacocks died due to heat at Palam

air base since June 4,

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The forest and wild-
life department of Delhi carried
out an inspection at the Palam
air force station and reported
three peacock deaths on Tues-
day. The death toll of the
national bird at the base since
June 4 has now touched 27 —all
suspected to be a result of heat-
stroke, officials said.

The inspection was carried
out following reports of the
deaths. The areas where deaths
were reported were heavily con-
cretised and had limited food or
water, officials said and directed
the base to create watering holes
and provide sufficient food for
the birds, wherever necessary.

The department said that
each death was reported to the
Delhi Police on its emergency
number, 112, and the peacocks
given a ceremonial burial,
according to the national proto-

col, which also involves wrap-
ping the bird in the tricolour.

The post-mortem examina-
tion of one of the birds that died
on June 17 was carried out by the
Sanjay Gandhi Animal Care Cen-
tre, which said that the cause of
death was likely to be heatstroke.
Four other carcasses have been
sent to the Delhi Zoo for an
autopsy. A forest department
team, headed by deputy range
officer (west) Rajesh Tandon,
has also been deployed at the
base, the department added.

“The team will stay in the area
to ensure directions issued by
the department are followed and
no further fatalities are reported.
The teams will also provide any
medicines required for the wild-
life to battle the heat,” said a for-
est official.

An incident report prepared
by the forest department showed
that the peacock deaths were
reported on June 4, June 6, June
11 and June 12. Two deaths each
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Forest department officials
collect the body of a peacock. HT

were reported between June 13
and June15. On June 17, a single
death was reported; two on June
18, four on June 19 and one on
June 20. On June 22, two deaths
were reported and four more
took place on June 24.

“On June 25, we were
informed of three more deaths,”
said Buxy, adding that six more
peacocks were sent for treat-
ment after they had other heat-

Says forest dept

related problems,
dehydration.

including

Deputy commissioner of

police (southwest) Rohit Meena
said, "We have been getting calls
about peacock deaths from the
air force station almost every
day now, since the summer has
been quite harsh this year. We
follow due procedure in all the
cases. We also get calls from
Army Cantt as there are many
peacocks there. Earlier, we used
to get one or two calls in 10 days.
Now, it has increased due to the
heat,” he said.

Faiyaz Khudsar, scientist
in-charge at DDA’s Biodiversity
Parks Programme, said peacocks
and peafowls are known to sur-
vive in semi-arid to arid weather.
S0, it is surprising to see such a
high death count. We need to
assess or study why the birds, in
the absence of food and such
high temperature, is then not fly-
ing away from the base,” he
added.
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In everlasting memory of

Lala Bansi Dhar

(March 7, 1930 to June 26, 2004)

A fountainhead of knowledge and always a source of inspiration,
he has left behind a rich harvest of memories
to cherish, honour and emulate.
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| Fondly remembered
on her first death
Anniversary

Smt. Kavita
Hemnani

11-AUG-1949 to
26-JUNE-2023

Your teal:hmgs of
tolerance and patience

are constant guiding
force. We always
deeply feel your
warmth and affection.

You will always live
- in our hearts -

Dr. Ajay Hemnani
& All Family

r g

3rd Anniversary a

1938- 2021
Dr. Nandini P.C. Puri
(nee Nagarkatti)
(Retd AMC/C.G.H.S)
Your life was a blessing,
your memory a treasure,
you are loved beyond
words and missed
beyﬂnd measure.

Lovingly Rememburad by:
Husband:

Wg. Cdr. P.C. Puri (Retd)
Children:

Ritu & Sridhar
Nupur & Seshasaye
Aditya & Preetha Puri
Grandchildren:
Kartik & Malvika
Kanchi & Aamani
Dhruv & Tanvi
All Puri & Nagarkatti
Family Members
99104-26762, 98111-26167

Smt. Deepali Kamboj

1954 - 26th June’'2023
We miss you every
moment in our life, your
presence continues to
surround us in our hearts,
you are always there
besides us.

Deeply Loved &
Missed by:
Husband: Anil Kamboj
Children: Payal,
Goldie Dhama & Rishi,
Shikha Kamboj
Grand Children: Jiya Dhama,
ﬁhnarav & Alisha Kamboj .e_é

T TR Udstrs,

HergaeTe UUE fSange

IAT U291 ST oot (S911e))
T3 1.-00, AT SR, anfeTaanE-201002
qeTe BrIterd: erii-38 4, Raffa
vz, giveys 3aea & urH, iAqr
TR, FTHAH-226010
g-#e1: cdspmunit31@gmail.com

ferfareT Fygen Ho: 1245/Vividh-12/250
Tereties - 25.06.2024

o (ot o2 (o o - L L 5

Jolk o O AT ® dR W
FHEREN R 9998 gel=eey
4 fedwq o /st o€ &
o e, sguftia o wo
95.93 airg (sllovwodlo wfga ud
dav dw uflka) 2g Yo uvs
SiovHo H zenfaa At # wam ard
E R G G A G I I
10.07.2024 % U 16:00 Tl
A $—FIfRTY sraf=a 1 @R 2
gad ®1 Bg, 3—1der yud fe=d
26.06.2024 4 fe-iad 10.07.2024
& W SaR USY WNaN Bl oe-
procurement 3 dTTITE
https:/letender.up.nic.in
Soqde R W @ed £ g
:-Mfag faia 10.07.2024 &l
yai-e 16:30 4ul 4o yve <lovdo
yfe—31, Qoo uld  [9TH,
iy d [fde @il e
A 9o &1 T w0
5000.00+GST(18%) gfafRea g
BT | faeT A e g e
fgertTm +HT T IFITT
www.cdsupjn.org Ud YlgINE<
yldel https://etender.up.nic.in 4¥
Sueie & | gHw YlEu= (Corrigen-
dum) https://fetender.up.nic.in 7
2 wrEre O W g9t yore 9
HIs THreE AE fear W)
fAfeTeTamt ®1 9o o 9 £ 6
g O d99Ee & 9HI-99T W
acAlg Bl 98 |

PUBLIC
INTEREST

jamun.

Delhiwale

EXPERIENCE YOUR CITY LIKE NEVER BEFORE

Mayank
Austen Soofi

ua u’f‘i.r Ty J’grdf"@’
¢ r’d i ok ._?'F;:.’. L,r._a.c;,
Jf J ﬂj" ;...Lf}’ u'jff

:,dgzrw“" *"fmnf f

: -t..-_:'i'_"‘:-;.-';
g s

Lfitf <

J .-'u-?LJf;lr’E:.- 7 ﬂ:-r'. u_{ le.-{-ig" }a.?gﬂi; Uﬁ“ ‘
’fhlfu-;f ,_;‘_,t_,;,:,f;p
...-.-:_;f:.'..s Lt Jf‘.,
ALY
el lg,-?.e i i.,-,,r"; .
- JJ,'JEJ-',_,!'.: ....-v";v:'“l/_ﬁl-,
Jofa )i T s,
15 &mwéﬂ;jﬁé“w
— NG el
3 r;f}u‘w .:..,_,,- .,.Hn
! d20 ol b “-*.r"u{ru'f'r'i

Qul"f" 2 i.-'.f

J oys of Jamun

On the street flavour this season

Scene 1: He is carrying them in a straw
basket, which is perched on his head.
Scene 2: He is hauling them on a cart
(see left photo).
Scene 3: She has filled them in a plastic
bucket and is sitting by the road.

This is peak mango season, but the three citi-
zens are not hawking the sweet aam. Their offer-
ing is slightly sour and a bit "kasaila.” It is the

Delhi has many jamun trees, and right now
they are loaded with their little spherical offer-
ings. The berry tends to detach itself from the
branch, hitting the earth with a soft thud, the pur-
ple juice sometimes squirting out in a jerky shot.

On a Sewa Nagar pave, a street hawker's cart is
heaped up with jamuns, topped with chunks of
ice. Vendor Virender Shah gets the jamuns from
a nearby subzi mandi, which gets its supply from
Azadpur wholesale market, where the jamuns
come from Punjab, he says.

The mound of jamuns that Gudiya Devi is
hawking this afternoon near the India Gate circle
are likely to be Delhi natives. These days, she
claims, she gathers jamuns from the vicinity’s
avenue trees, and sells them to complement the
earnings of her husband, an eatery cook.

On a Mathura Road bus shelter, the waiting
commuters include an elderly woman sitting on
the bench, a watery trickle of purple slowly
streaming out of her lower lip. The culprit has to
be the jamun. A small green polythene bag on her
lap must be filled with the berries.

Sitting in front of an air-cooler inside Ghalib
Academy’s second-floor library, poetry critic Agil
Ahmad isn't a fan of the jamun. He confesses a
preference for the mango, but is barred from
enjoying it—"because I have sugar problem...
actually jamuns are advised for people in my con-
dition.” 30 years ago, the scholar completed a PhD
on poet Josh Malihabadi, whose oeuvre, he says,
contains a reference to the jamun. After browsing
through a handful of old books, aided by librarian
Bushra Begum, he fishes out the couplet from
Malihabadi's 1925 poem Jamun Waliyan (see

other photo):

Hai yeh bikhri hui zulfein ye kaale jamun hain
Hai yeh gulshan yeh sawan ki ghata chhayi hui

[ These scattered hair are black jamun

Like the rain clouds upon the orchard.]

PS: Librarian Bushra Begum insists that the
best way to consume jamuns is to stuff them into
an earthen kulhar, sprinkle over a bit of black salt,
cover the top with a jamun leaf and vigorously
shake the kulhar for a few moments. “The jamuns
then become double softer and double tasty,” she

promises.
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The collapsed portion of the building on Tuesday.

Part of old Delhl
building collapses

HT Correspondent
letters @hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A section of an old
building in Walled City's Balli-
maran ward at Charkhewalan
collapsed on Tuesday, after
which calls for a survey of vul-
nerable buildings in the Old City
got louder. There was no injury
or casualty in the incident, offi-
cials said.

After the section of the build-
ing, located in property number
3842-43 in Gali Lohe Wali col-
lapsed, the executive engineer of
the civic body issued on an order
to the owners and occupants of
the building to demolish or
repair the building in the next
three days.

“Property number 3842-43
Gali Lohe Wali Chawri Bazar has
become dangerous for the peo-

ple living there as well the pedes-
trians passing on this street. I,
the executive engineer of City
Sadar Paharganj zone, direct
that you must demolish or repair
the building in three days,” the
order said.

It said that if noaction is taken
in this period, then the Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
would take action under Section
348 of the DMC Act. According
to normes, notices are issued to
the owners of such structures
under sections 348 and 349 of
the DMC Act and they are pro-
vided time torepair or demolish
the structure on their own, oth-
erwise the corporation is
expected to demolish it.

A spokesperson for MCD said:
“The dangerous building survey
is already underway. We hope to
complete it as per the timeline.”

{ FROM PAGE 1 }

TEEN WALKS OUT

required to work with Yerwada
traffic police for 15 days and
write an essay on the accident.

Pune police then filed a
review petition before JJB, ask-
ing that the boy be tried as an
adult and requesting a review of
the May 19 order.

The court highlighted the
minor’s ongoing rehabilitation,
including sessions with a psy-
chologist, and suggested the
state’s action was an “immedi-
ate” reaction to the incident. The
bench had reserved its order on
June 21.

There was outrage soon after
the incident as the Juvenile Jus-
tice Board (JJB) granted the
17-year-old bail the same day,
ordering that he be placed under
the care and supervision of his
parents and grandfather, and
instructing him to write a 300-
word essay on road safety.

However, the bail order was
amended amid public anger, and
the juvenile was sent to an obser-
vation home in Pune, where he
has been detained since. Pooja
Jain, the juvenile’s paternal aunt,
approached the court on June 14,
seeking his immediate release.

During Friday’s hearing, sen-
ior advocate Aabad Ponda, rep-
resenting Jain, argued that the
remand orders were not only
illegal but also passed without
jurisdiction, He contended that
the State should have applied for
the cancellation of bail with an
appropriate appellate authority
rather than seeking an amend-
ment of the bail order, which is
not permissible under the Juve-
nile Justice Act.

“The bail is neither cancelled,
nor altered, nor set aside by a
superior court. It's not a case of

rearrest either. How can the
board resort to the amendment
of the bail order under the Act,
when he has not been sent to an
observation home in the first
place?” Ponda asked. "You can-
not turn back the clock. Had bail
been refused, he could have been
sent to an observation home. But
having been granted bail, how
can he be sent back to an obser-
vation home?”

Ponda emphasised that the
juvenileis 17 years and 8 months
old and that a person released on
bail under the Juvenile Justice
Act cannot be sent to an observa-
tion home. He also said that the
state’s amendment application,
which stated that they did not
intend to cancel the bail while he
was in the observation home,
was absurd.

When the court asked the
police why it did not move an
application for cancellation of
bail, public prosecutor Hiten
Vengaonkar replied that the
state never intended to cancel
the bail, and that the confine-
ment is not a remand as defined
under the Criminal Procedure
Code. He said that the boy was
kept in the observation home for
his safety, as there was no one fit
to claim his custody, and no one
had since applied for his release.

Vengaonkar further said that
the initial order bail was “rightly
or wrongly passed”, and that the
blood samples of the juvenile
were tampered with.

The teen’s parents were
arrested for their suspected role
in swapping of blood samples of
the juvenile. The minor's mother
on June 1 admitted to evidence-
tampering, saying she switched
his blood samples to conceal the
fact that he was inebriated.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

service ofthe said warrant).

DP/8109/SD/2024
(Court Matter)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Sukhbeer S/o Dharamveer & Kavita W/o Jagmohan R/o
B-5/14, Nanak Wall Pyau, Dhansa marg, Najafgarh, ND has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in
case FIR No. 146/2024, U/s 307/452/34/147/148/149 IPC &
25/27 Arms Act P.S.: Maidan Garhi and it has been returned to
a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused
Sukhbeer & Kavita, cannot be found and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Sukhbeer &
Kavita, has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Sukhbeer & Kavita,
accused of FIR No. 146/2024, U/s 307/452/34/147/148/149 IPC
& 25/27 Arms Act P.S.: Maidan Garhi is required to appear before
this Court to answer the said complaint on or before 30.07.2024.

MM, Saket Court, Room No. 211, New Delhi

By Order
Sh. Sankalp Kapoor,

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

See Section U/S 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Sazid Khan S/o Sh. Nadeem Khan R/o East Jungpura, Metro
Gate No. 1, Sarai Kalen Khan, New Delhi has Committed (oris
suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR No.
21849/2020 U/s 379/411/34 IPC, P.S. Timarpur, Delhi and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that
the said Sazid Khan cannot be found and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that the said Sazid Khan has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the

said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Sazid Khan
of case FIR No. 21849/2020 U/s 379/411/34 IPC, P.S.
Timarpur, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to
answer the said complaint/case on or before 25.07.2024.

DP/8096/N/2024(Court Matter)

Metropolitan Magistrate-02
Central District, Room No. 26

By Order
Sh. Apporv Gupta

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi
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Modi likely to visit Russia next
month to hold talks with Putin

Rezaul H Laskar
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India and Russia are
eyeing the possibility of a visit to
Moscow by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi in early July for talks
with Russian President Vladimir
Putin, people familiar with the
matter said on Tuesday.

If the visit goes ahead, it will
be Modi’'s first trip to Russia
since 2019, the first since the
start of the Russian invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022 and
also the prime minister’s first
bilateral visit in his third term.
Putin last visited India in 2021 for
the annual India-Russia Summit,
which hasn't been held in the
past two years.

Though there was no formal
announcement by the Indian
and Russian sides, people famil-
iar with preparations for the visit
in New Delhi and Moscow said
on condition of anonymity that
Modi is expected to make a brief
day-long visit to Russia in early
July. Some reports suggested
July 8 will be the date of the visit,
but there was no official confir-
mation.

In Moscow, Yuri Ushakov, an
assistant to the Russian presi-
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Modi and Putin last met on the margins of the SCO Summit in

Uzbekistan in 2022.

dent, told reporters that active
preparations are underway for
Modi’s visit and both sides will
announce the date in agreement.

“I can confirm that we are
preparing a visit by the prime
minister of India. We cannot
(give) the dates as yet, because
the dates are announced by the
parties in agreement. But we are
actively preparing. [ will empha-
sise once again, this visit will
take place,” Ushakov said in
response to questions from
reporters.

One of the people cited above
said the trip will be an official
visit and not a state visit, which

NARENDRA MODI/ X

has more ceremonial elements.
The focus will be on meetings
and discussions, the person said.

The people also pointed out
that the Indian side has not sent
an “advance security liaison”
team to Russia as yet —a prereq-
uisite for any foreign visits by the
prime minister.

Modi and Putin last met on
the margins of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
Summit at Samarkand in Uzbek-
istan on September 16, 2022,
when he urged the Russian
leader to return to the path of
dialogue and diplomacy to
resolve the Ukraine conflict. “I

know that today’s era is not of
war and we have spoken to you
many times on the phone that
democracy, diplomacy and dia-
logue are such things that touch
the world,” Modi said at the
time.

Since then, the two leaders
have spoken on phone several
times, most recently when Putin
called Modi on June 5 to con-
oratulate him on his election
win. According to a Russian
readout, Putin said Modi’s vic-
tory was a recognition of the
“strengthening of [India’s] inter-
national authority”.

The development comes close
on the heels of Modi's decision to
skip the SCO Summit in Kazakh-
stan during July 3-4, apparently
due to the ongoing session of
Parliament and the strained
relations with China. India is
expected to be represented at the
SCO meet by external affairs
minister S Jaishankar.

A visit to Kazakhstan would
have brought Modi face to face
with Putin, Chinese President Xi
Jinping and Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif for the first
time in his third term. The
Indian side had sent an advance
security liaison team to Kazakh-

stan to prepare for Modi’s
planned visit.

The proposed visit to Moscow
will allow India to signal that
there will be continuity in its pol-
icy of strategic autonomy and
also convey its concerns about
the growing ties between Russia
and China, people familiar with
the matter said.

Former ambassador Rajiv
Bhatia, a distinguished fellow for
foreign policy studies at Gateway
House, said a visit by Modi to
Russia would be significant for a
number of reasons. “In terms of
bilateral relations, several
important measures for cooper-
ation have been under consider-
ation and they will inevitably get
a push. The real significance will
be in terms of the larger multi-
lateral dynamics of great powers
- after engaging with the G7 in
Italy, Modi will be able to con-
nect directly with the leader of
Russia, an important strategic
partner,” he said.

In addition to such a visit

being a “visible assertion of

India’s strategic autonomy in the
multipolar context”, Bhatia said
it will be “very good optics-wise
because of the growing Russia-
China proximity”.

MODI CONVEYS
FULL SUPPORT TO
KAZAKHSTAN PREZ
FOR 5CO SUMMIT

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Tuesday con-
veyed to Kazakhstan President
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev India’s
full support for the success of the
upcoming summit of the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) in Astana,

Modi’s support for the SCO
summit during a phone conver-
sation with Tokayev came
against the backdrop of indica-
tion that the prime minister is
not travelling to Kazakh capital
Astana to attend the conclave on
July 3and 4.

“Had a good conversation
with President of Kazakhstan
H.E. Kassym-Jomart Tokayev.
Thanked him for warm wishes
on the success in the elections.
Reiterated the commitment to
advance our Strategic Partner-
ship with Kazakhstan,” Modi
said on X. “Conveyed India’s full
support for the success of the
upcoming SCO Summit,” he said.

Though there is no official
word yet on Modi’s participation
at the summit, sources said he is
skipping it and External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar is likely to
represent India.

Officials said the Kazakh pres-
ident initiated the call to Modi.
An official readout said Tokayev
warmly congratulated Modi on
becoming the prime minister for
the third consecutive term. PTI

Land subsidence hits Srinagar, 6 houses develop cracks

A house which was damaged due to land subsidence in Rainawari

areain Srinagar.

WASEEM ANDRABI/HT

Ashiq Hussain

letters@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: At least six houses in
Srinagar in Jammu & Kashmir
have developed cracks, with
some structures like pillars tilt-
ing precariously, prompting the
residents to move to a safer loca-
tion and the administration to
set up an expert committee to
look into land subsidence in the
area, officials said.

The six houses in Khwajapura
Surteng, in old city’s Rainawari
area, began developing cracks on
the walls and floors on June 17,
with some structures also tilting,

after some portions of the land
began to sink last week, the offi-
cials added.

Srinagar additional deputy
commissioner Syed Ahmad
Kataria said: “Some eight fami-
lies living in these houses have
either shifted to some other pla-
ces or are putting up with neigh-
bours after the houses developed
cracks. A committee of experts
and administration officials have
also been formed to examine the
cause of the land sinking.”

He added: “The committee
comprises experts from Univer-
sity (of Kashmir) and National
Institute of Technology, Srina-

gar, besides those from geology
and mining, roads and buildings
and the district administration.”

The committee will visit the
site on Wednesday to probe and
draft a report on the matter.

Local residents said the cracks
began developing last week and
have widened since then.

“We had informed the reve-
nue department, following
which the Patwari arrived and
asked us to vacate the houses.
However, the administration did
not arrange any accommodation
for us,” one of the residents said.

Another resident, who also
did not wish to be identified, also

sought government assistance.
“Most of the families here live
from hand to mouth. We need
the government to tell us what
we should do and where we
should go,” the resident said.

A research paper on ‘mining
induced subsidence’in 2021 by a
group led by Bikram Singh Bali,
from the department of Earth
Sciences at the University of
Kashmir, said Surteng has a his-
tory of land subsidence. It said
that the surface change phenom-
enon was restricted to a small
area, which had a history of
“extensive underground mining
related to pottery industry”.
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EAM Jaishankar (R) with Chinese ambassador Xu FEIhDﬂ g

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: External affairs min-
ister S Jaishankar highlighted
the need for “stabilisation and
progress’ in India-China rela-
tions during a meeting with Chi-
nese ambassador Xu Feihong on
Tuesday.

This was the first meeting
between Jaishankar and Xu,
who arrived in New Delhi last
month, and was held against the
backdrop of the dragging mili-
tary standoff on the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) that is now
into its fifth year.

“Discussed our bilateral rela-
tionship and our common inter-
est in its stabilization and
progress,” Jaishankar said in a
post on X after meeting Xu.

Jaishankar has maintained
that the overall relationship with
China cannot be normalised
without peace and tranquillity
on the border. The face-offin the
Ladakh sector of the LAC has
taken bilateral ties to a six-dec-
ade low.

On the other hand, China has
contended that the border issue
should be put inits “appropriate
place” in the overall relationship
while the two sides move for-
ward in areas such as trade and
investment.

Xu, in a separate post on X,
said he and Jaishankar

India, China push
for stabilisation,
progress in ties

X@DRSJAISHANKAR

exchanged views on bilateral
relations and “other issues of
common interest’.

Without any reference to the
standoff on the LAC, Xu added:
“Look forward to working with the
Indian side to push forward the
development of China-India rela-
tions towards the right direction.”

Since his arrival in New Delhi,
Xu has said several times that he
will work to improve the rela-
tionship with India.

Despite more than two dozen
rounds of diplomatic and mili-
tary talks since 2020, India and
China have been unable to
resolve several “friction points”
on the LAC, including Depsang
and Demchok. Both sides have
arrayed more than 50,000
troops each in the Ladakh sector.

Jaishankar held a separate
meeting with Kuwait ambassa-
dor Meshal Mustafa Jasim Alshe-
mali and discussed bilateral rela-
tions, interests of the Indian com-
munity and the welfare of Indian
workers in the West Asian coun-
try, he said on X.

A recent fire in a building
housing foreign workers in
Southern Kuwait had resulted in
the death of 46 Indians.

Jaishankar also met Sri
Lanka's high commissioner
Kshenuka D Senewiratne and
discussed recent developments
in bilateral relations, including
his visit to Colombo.

ALL INDIA INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES

h | ALL INDIA INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES BHOPAL
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Date 21.06.2024

E-TENDERING NOTICE

The Divisional Railway Manager (WA) RATLAM for and on behalf of the
President of India invites "Open Tender" through e-tender on website
www.ireps.gov.in the details are as under -

Sr.| E-tender No. & Approx. EMD Completion
No.,| Name of Work Value ¥ in¥ Period
1 |RTM-2024-25-62 7,59,04,075.07 | 5,29,500.00 | 08 Months

Ratlam-Khandwa section: Construction of Subway (RUB) in lieu of LC No.
240(Km: 482/14-135) by inserting relieving girder and laying the box(es) by
pushing the box below the relieving girder.

Approx. Quantity : As pertender schedule.

Similar type of work: Construction of any type of rail bridge under a
running railway line.

Cost of Tender Form Rs. : Nil. Date of uploading on website : 21.06.2024.
Date of opening & time at : 18.07.2024. Detailed tender notice, eligibility
criteria and terms and conditions are available at Website www.ireps.gov.in
Divisional Raillway Manager (W/A)
Ratlam Division, Western Railway

AK/5/1/108

Like uson: K@ www.facebook.com/WesternRly | Follow us on: B4 www twitter.com/WestemBly

No. A. 35021/01/2020-Admn.lI

Union Public Service Commission
Dholpur House, Shahjahan Road
New Delhi-110069

Vacancy Circular

It is proposed to fill up 01 (one) post of Accounts Officer
(General Central Service, Group ‘B, Gazetted, Non-Ministerial)
in the Office of UPSC in Level 9 of the pay matrix (Rs. 53100-
167800) on deputation (including Short-Term contract) basis.
The details like General conditions, Eligibility Criteria, Age limit,
proforma of application form etc. are available on the website

of UPSC i.e. hitp://www.upsc.gov.in/vacancy-circulars.
(K.N. Bhutia)

Under Secretary (Admn.ll)

CBC 55103/11/0007/2425 Union Public Service Commission

Natmnal Institute of Technical Teachers' Training and Research
S %y (Deemed to be University under Distinct Category)
Ministry of Education, Government of India

Shanti Marg, Shamla Hills, Bhopal -462 002
Tel.: +91 (755) 2661601 -602, 607 -609, E-mail: admission@nitttrbpl.ac.in

Ph.D. Admission 2024-25

Application are invited for learner centric Ph.D. programs from in-service
teachers, working professionals/industry personnel and enthusiastic
learners for admission to various departments in the following schools.

Schools Departments

Applied Science Education
Physics-04, Chemistry-02, Mathematics-02

Civil & Environmental Engg. Education -07
Computer Science and Engg. Education-10
Electrical and Electronics Engg. Edu.-17
Mechanical Engg. Education -14

School of Management Studies| Management Education -07

(Total Seats=07)

School of Creative Education
and Liberal Arts

(Total Seats=15)

School of Sciences
(Total Seats=08)

School of Engineering &
Technology
(Total Seats=48)

Curriculum Development and Assessment
Education-04

Media Research & Development Education-03
Technical Vocational Education & Research-08

* Reservations as per applicable Gol norms.

*For Important information, Instruction, dates & application etc., please visit
www. nitttrbpl.ac.in. regularly.

*Forany query Call : 8005725558, 9424614502

Director

JODHPUR
(An Autonomous body of Govi. of India)
Basni, Jodhpur (Rajasthan) - 342 005
Ph No.: 0291-2740741

E-mail: deanacademicssr@gmail.com

ADVERTISEMENT

Online Applications are invited for the post of Senior Resident
from Indian Citizens as per Govt. of India’s Residency Scheme
for the session July, 2024 for various Departments at AlIMS,
Jodhpur. Application submission will start from 21st June,
2024 and the last date of application will be 18th July, 2024
till 1700 Hrs.

Detailed advertisement and application form is available on
Institute website: hitp://www.aiimsjodhpur.edu.in

Dean (Academics)
AlIMS, Jodhpur

Govt. of Haryana

SEARCH FOR MISSING

General public is hereby informed that a
girl namely Nancy, D/o Ashish Mathur,
R/o H.No. B-36, Krishan Vihar,
Sultanpuri, Delhi has been missing
since 02.06.2024 at 05:00 PM from her
home. In this regard FIR No. 509/24, U/S
363 IPC, Dated 03.06.2024 has been
lodged at Police Station Sultanpuri, Delhi.
The description of missing girl is as under:

Name: Nancy, Age: 15 Years, Height: 5 feet,
Complexion: Wheatish, Face: Long, Built: Thin,

Wearing: Onion Colour T-shirt, Blue Color Jeans, Black
Colour Stall and Black Colour Sports Shoes in Feet.

If anyone has any information about this missing girl
please inform P.S. Sultanpuri, Delhi.

Web: http://cbi.nic.in, E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in
Ph.: 011-24368638/24368641, Fax: 011-24368639

SHO
Police Station Sultanpuri, Delhi

DP/6917/0D/2024 Ph: 7065036134

Saket Nagar, Bhopal (M.P.) 462020
NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)

Dated: 25.06.2024

AlIMS Bhopal invites e-Tender from registered manufactures/dealers/
distributors/Contractors for below mentioned items:

E-Tender ID No. Requifed, isrme/Seryices Est. Cost
01/NIT/SE/Project  |Providing and Fixing of Safety Aluminium Grill on
Cel/ABEU/AIIMS/  |Window Shutters Area in Hospital Building atAlIMS | 2,23,54,941
BPL/2024-25 Bhapal.
01/NIT/EEC/ABEUI  |Construction of MS Shed Above 6 NOS Badminton| o eo ca4
AlIMS/BPL/2024-25 |CourtatHostel Courtyard AlIMS Bhopal. i
02/NIT/EEC/ABEU/ |Providing and Fixing Aluminium Partitions In MOT-2
Ophthalmology OPD, Dermatology OPD, TEM| 22 54 642
AR LEe Area and Other Locations In Hospital Building at &
AlIMS Bhopal.
AlIMS/BPL/HOSP/  |Rate Contract for Procurement of [V Fluids at 324 82 963
2022-23/003 AIIMS , Saket Nagar Bhopal 462020 (MP) proTa

For further details of the above e-Tenders, the prospective bidders may please visit
email: www.aiimsbhopal.edu.in Email: seoffice@aiimsbhopal edu.in and
spso@aiimsbhopal.edu.in Tenders may be downloaded from the e-procurement
portal http://tenderwizard.com/AlIMSBHOPAL, www.aiimsbhopal.edu.in and
CPP Portal www.eprocure.gov.in. Any corrigendum/amendments related to this
NIT shall be published in the same websites only.

l/c. Senior Procurement Cum Store officer

For & On behalf of Director, AlIMS Bhopal

gc mst Drug
fflckmg

Sharing of needles & syringes can
increase the risk of transmission of

- HIV (AIDS), HBV, HCV (Hepatitis) infection

— ™

Protect yourself by visiting Opioid Substitute Therapy

(OST) centres at Civil Hospital:-

¥ Ambala
Panipat
¥ Rewarl Hisar

@ Panchkula 2 Kaithal

Satellite OST Centres
¥ Hansi ¥ Rania

¥ Sonipat
# Faridabad

) @sacsharyana
@haryana_sdacs

¥ @haryana-sacs

¥ Bahadurgarh
& Jind

Sirsa
Fatehabad

Dabwali

Haryana State AIDS Control Society

Swasthya Bhawan, Sector-6, Panchkula

N/ACO

National AIDS I:untmi Organisation
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A Erpmuilty Tromas e Ghecism

To downlod NACO AIDS App.
Scan @R Code

For more information on
HIV AIDS dial Toll-free

For Android Users
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Rahul chosen as L.oP in

LS after meeting

Saubhadra Chatterji

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Congress law-
maker Rahul Gandhi will be
the Leader of the Opposition in
the Lok Sabha, the party
announced on Tuesday after a
meeting with key INDIA bloc
leaders, marking the first time
in a decade that the Lower
House will fill the position.

The development came
hours ahead of a showdown
between the government and
the Opposition over the elec-
tion of the Speaker. As LoP,
Gandhi will lead a strong and
diverse Opposition group
against the Modi government.

“Congress parliamentary
party chairperson (Sonia Gan-
dhi) wrote to pro-tem speaker
Bhartruhari Mahtab, informing
him of the decision to appoint
Rahul Gandhi as the Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha,”
party general secretary KC Ven-
ugopal announced after the
meeting with allies, in which
Gandhi was also present.

A larger section of the Oppo-
sition anticipated that Gandhi
would take the Leader of the
Opposition’s responsibilities
after the Congress became eligi-
ble for the prestigious post for
the first time in 10 years. In the
16th and 17th Lok Sabha, there
was no Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha as the Congress
didn’t have the 56 seats required
to claim LoP status, The LoP is
equivalent to a cabinet minister
in status and perks.

Gandhi has already indi-
cated, in the context of the

Congress MP Rahul Gandhi shows a copy of the Constitution of
India while taking oath as a member of the 18th Lok Sabha. ANI

National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test controversy, that
the Opposition would be much
stronger this time.

Interacting with young aspi-
rants last week, Gandhi said
the government was “going to
get such pressure from the
Opposition, that we will make
sure that this issue is resolved.
We are not going to allow this

type of activities. Opposition is
simply not going to allow this
eyewash that is taking place.”
Gandhi assuming the LoP
post will also mean that he has
to sit with Prime Minister Nar-
andra Modi to select key func-
tionaries such as election com-
missioners, Central Bureau of
Investigation director, Central
Vigilance Commission chair-

person, Chief Information
Commissioner and the chair-
person of National Human
Rights Commission. All these
posts are selected by a panel
which includes the PM and the
LoP. So far, Gandhi has never
been in a panel with Modi.

Gandhi's appointment as
LoP also comes amid height-
ened acrimony between the
NDA and an emboldened
Opposition, which has 236 MPs
in the Lok Sabha.

Gandhi is likely to partici-
pate in the debate on the
Speaker’s election later this
week.

Gandhi has been a member
of the Lok Sabha since 2004
and in the recently concluded
general elections, won Rae
Bareli in UP and Wayanad in
Kerala. He then retained Rae
Bareli, the constituency long
associated with the Gandhi
family, and vacated Wayanad,
where the Congress will field
his sister and senior party
leader Privanka Gandhi Vadra.
If she wins, Priyanka Gandhi
will join him in the Lok Sabha.

On June 8, the extended Con-
gress Working Committee, the
highest executive forum of the
party, urged Gandhi to become
the LoP in the Lok Sabha.

“In another resolution, the
CWC unanimously requested
Rahul Gandhi to take the LoP
post in the Lok Sabha. All par-
ticipants, in their view, were
unanimous that Rahul Gandhi
should become the LoP,” Con-
gress general secretary KC Ven-
ugopal had said after the CWC
meeting,

Asaduddin Dwaisi

OWAISI'S REMARK
WHILE TAKING MP
OATH FANS UPROAR

NEW DELHI: All India Majlis-e-Itte-
hadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) chief
Asaduddin Owaisi's remarks on
Palestine while taking oath as a
member of the 18th Lok Sabha
were expunged from Parliament
records on Tuesday amid uproar
from the treasury benches.

Owaisi, who has been elected
from the Hyderabad seat for his
fifth term, hailed his state Telan-
gana and BR Ambedkarwhile tak-
ing the oath in Urdu. However, his
remarks on the contlict-torn west
Asian region sparked protests
from some members of the trea-
sury benches. Radha Mohan
Singh, who was in the Chair at the
time, assured the members that
anything apart from the oath
would not go on record.

Pro-tem Speaker Bhartruhari
Mahtab returned to the Chair soon
after and said: “T have said earlier
please avoid invoking anything
other than oath or affirmation.
That is only to be recorded...”

Talking to reporters later,
Owaisi defended his remarks.
“How is it wrong? Tell me the pro-
vision of Constitution?...”

Union minister G Kishan Reddy
later termed Owaisi’s slogan
“absolutely wrong™.

Soon after Owaisi, Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) MP from
Bareilly Chhatrapal Singh Gang-
war, too, stoked a controversy by
concluding his oath hailing
"Hindu Rashtra and Bharat”.

The remark drew sharp reac-
tion from the Opposition leaders,
who termed it “"unconstitu-
tional”. HTC

gesthighlight of Birla's first tenure.

Veterans face off for LS Speaker’s post

Since 1985, BJP MP
Om Birla is set to be
the first Speaker in 39
years to get re-elected
to LS’s highest office

Saubhadra Chatterji

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Fivedays ago, Bhar-
ativa Janata Party lawmaker Om
Birla inspected the ongoing con-
struction work in the Parliament
complex and told officials from the
Central Public Works Department
to finish by July 3. “I will review it
again on July 3. Iwill not hear any
excuse if it's not finished,” he
added. For many Lok Sabha offi-
cials close to Birla, his display of
authority and the timeline he set
was the first signal that he might
continue as the LS Speaker.

On Tuesday, that hint solidified
into fact. After the Congress’s Bal-
ram Jakhar in 1985, Kota parlia-
mentarian Birla is set to be the first
speaker in 39 years to get
re-elected to the Lok Sabha's high-
est office. But the 61-year-old’s fryst
with history will be a bit more
interesting: He will contest against
Indian National Developmental
[nclusive Alliance candidate Kod-
ikkunil Suresh, an eight-time MP
and Dalit leader of the Congress
from Kerala who is likely to bag a
sizeable number of votes.

After 1952, 1967 and 1976, this
will be the fourth contest for the
Speaker’s post.

Birla, born in 1962, was a two-
term MP when he was made the
LSSpeaker in 2019, a position usu-
ally reserved for senior leaders. His
style of political communication,
too, was different. One of his key
outreaches was to distribute blan-
kets and slippers to the poor.
“Once I was travelling in Kota and
noticed a person walking barefoot
in the peak of summer. I stopped
my car to give him a pair of slip-
pers. From that day, I keep pairs of
slippers in my car to distribute
during summer,” Birla said.

Similarly, ata government hos-

Om Birla

pital, Birla noticed that a three-
member family was trying to keep
themselves warm under a single
quilt as they didn’t have the money
to rent another. "Birla started a
kambal-nidhi programme to dis-
tribute blankets and quilts and set
up blanket banks in government
hospitals for the poor,” said his
aide, requesting anonymity.

During his tenure, the Lok
Sabha’s efficiency improved, Par-
liament withstood the waves of
Covid-19, passed landmark legisla-
tion such as the women’s reserva-
tion bill and scrapped Article 370,
Twice, the Lower House sat
beyond midnight to complete
business with Birla in the chair
and more than ever, women and
first-time MPs participated.

But Opposition leaders also
argued thatin the 17th Lok Sabha,
35% of the laws were passed with
less than an hour of discussion in
the Lower House and only 16%
bills were referred to House panels
for review. (According to PRS Leg-
islative Research, this is lower
than corresponding figures for the
previous three Lok Sabhas).

More than 100 MPs were sus-
pended from the Lok Sabha, and
206 across both Houses. Opposi-
tion leaders also frequently com-
plained that Sansad TV mostly
focused on the treasury benches
and microphones would be
turned off during Opposition’s
important interventions.

The shifting of Parliament from
the colonial-era building to the
new building is perhaps the big-

His political career started as
the district president of the BIP’s
youth wing in Kota in 1987. He
won the Kota assembly seat for the
first time in 2003 and remained a
Rajasthan lawmaker till 2014
when he won his first Lok Sabha
election from Kota-Bundi seat. Ten
years later, into his third term,
Birla filed his nomination on Tues-
day for re-election to the top post
of the Lower House.

On June 19, 2019 he was unani-
mously elected as the Speaker of
the17th Lok Sabha; this time, how-
ever, there will be a contest
between Birla and INDIA bloc’s K
Suresh. During his tenure, the pro-
ductivity of the Lok Sabha was
97%, the highestin 25 years.

“The productivity of the fourth
session of the 17th Lok Sabha, held
amid the Corona epidemic, was
167%, which is the highest in the
history of the Lok Sabha. Rs 801
crore was saved by encouraging
financial discipline in the opera-
tion of Parliament. During the pre-
vious Lok Sabha, 222 bills became
law, which is the highest in the last
three Lok Sabhas and a total of
440.54 hours were spent discuss-
ing the bills, which is the highest in
the last four Lok Sabhas,” said a
Lok Sabha document.

In his tenure, a total of 2,910
members participated in the law-
making process — the highest in
the last four Lok Sabhas.

While many MPs complained
about the curtailing of their
speeches, Birla was the first
Speaker to provide MPs clippings
of their speeches to help them cir-
culate it on social media— a key
step to enhance the popularity of
speeches.

Key bills passed during his ten-
ure include the Jammu and Kash-
mir Reorganization Bill, 2019, the
Citizenship Amendment Bill 2019,
Muslim Women Marriage Rights
Protection Bill 2019, Election Laws
(Amendment) Bill, 2021 and the
three new codes to replace coloni-
al-era laws. The country also got
its first Digital Personal Data Pro-
tection Bill and the long-pending
women s reservation bill.

8-term MP Suresh is
set to fight the first
election for the
post of Lok Sabha
Speaker in 48 years

Vishnu Varma
letters@ hindustantimes.com

KOCHI: In 1989, the Adoor par-
liamentary constituency has
seen a significant challenge for
the Congress. Spread over parts
of Pathanamthitta and Kollam
in southern Kerala, the seat had
seen the Left win four of five
previous electoral contests.
That year, the Congress candi-
date was the 27-year-old Kodik-
unnil Suresh, a young man who
had already spent years work-
ing in the organisation, and
criss-crossed the constituency
with a youthful enthusiasm. He
overcame the odds, winning by
over 21,000 votes. Thirty five
years, and eight terms as mem-
ber of parliament later, Suresh
has become the opposition
nominee for Lok Sabha speaker.

In the years after his first
electoral victory, the Dalit
leader won from Adoor constit-
uency on three more occasions
— 1991, 1996 and 1999 — and
four times from Mavelikkara
after 2009, which was carved
out of Adoor after a delimitation
exercise in 2008. He only lost
Lok Sabha elections twice, in
1998 and 2004, both from
Adoor.

P Rajendra Prasad, Congress
Kollam district president who
has worked closely with Suresh,
told HT, "The reason Suresh is
able to win so many elections on
the trot is because of how he
treats his constituents., When
people go to his office with
memorandums, he does not
ignore them. That has a big
effect on voters.”

“Even if their requests are not
sometimes met, they go back
with the feeling that the MP at
least heard them and tried to get

Kodikunnil Suresh

it done. He is empathetic and
that goes a long way with vot-
ers, he said.

In 2012, Suresh was made the
union minister of state for
labour and employment in the
Manmohan Singh led govern-
ment. Prasad said that Suresh
gave an emotional speech in
Kunnathur after his elevation,
where he spoke of how his
mother earned a meagre
income as a daily wage worker
in agricultural fields, putting
together money to bring him up.

“He also talked about the
caste discrimination he often
faced in those days - how at
weddings, he and his family
would be among the last to eat
food after everyone else had
eaten. It is those circumstances
in life that have shaped him as a
person and politician, rising
from a student worker to union
minister and eight-time MP,”
Prasad said.

Before the 2024 elections,
while Suresh had conveyed to
the party leadership that he
wanted to be excused from the
elections in order to return to
state politics, leaders said that
the Congress convinced him to
contest once more, worried that
there was nobody else that
could retain the seat. Suresh
acquiesced, and on Wednesday,
became the opposition candi-
date that fights the first election
for Speaker in 48 years.

Lawmakers take oath

Clockwise from top, leﬁ Samajwa{h Party s Akhilesh Yadav; NCP (SP)’s Supnya Sule; DMK’s
Kanimozhi; BJP's Hema Malini; and Azad Samaj’s Chandrashekhar Azad ‘Ravan’ take oathas
members of the 18th Lok Sabha on Tuesday.

PTI/ANI

Not consulted regarding INDIA
bloc’s Speaker nominee: TMC

Vrinda Tulsian
letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Trinamool
Congress (TMC) said on Tuesday
that the Congress took a “unilat-
eral decision” to field party MP
Kodikunnil Suresh as the Indian
National Developmental Inclu-
sive Alliance (INDIA) bloc’s joint
nominee for the post of Lok
Sabha Speaker. The TMC leaders,
however, were present at the
meeting called by Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge to discuss
Parliament strategy and the
Speaker’s election.

The ruling National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) picked 17th
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
who will likely become only the
fourth man to get a second term
helming the Lower House. The
INDIA bloc has fielded its most-
experienced lawmaker, Suresh,
who filed his nomination just
minutes before the 12pm dead-
line.

As Suresh filed his nomina-

Abhishek Banerjee

tion for the election of Speaker
on Tuesday morning, the TMC
was not among the INDIA bloc
constituents that signed his
paper. Two TMC leaders — Kal-
yan Banerjee and Derek O'Brien
— were, however, present at the
meeting called by Kharge to dis-
cuss Parliament’s strategy and
the Speaker’s election, scheduled
to be held on Wednesday.
Asked about his party's stand
on theissue, TMC MP Abhishek
Banerjee said they have not been
contacted regarding it yet. “No
one contacted us, there have

been no talks, unfortunately this
has been a unilateral decision,”
he told reporters.

He added: "Our party leader-
ship, Mamata ji will decide.”

The TMC, which is the fourth
largest party in the Lok Sabha in
terms of number of MPs, holds a
significant role in the election of
the Speaker — a historic event
occurring after 48 years.

Later, Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi and Banerjee were seen
having a discussion inside the
Lok Sabha, following which Gan-
dhi was asked by the media if he
could reach an agreement with
Banerjee over the Speaker issue.
In a brief reply, the Congress
leader said: "Jai Samvidhan (hail
Constitution)”.

The speaker row is the latest
instance of skirmish between the
Congress and the TMC. Earlier,
the TMC opted to contest inde-
pendently in West Bengal in the
Lok Sabha elections after failing
to finalise a seat-sharing agree-
ment.

{ INTERVIEW } KODIKUNNIL SURESH, CONGRESS MP

‘Ruling party is breaking the
convention of the House’

NEW DELHI: Congress leader Kod-
ikunnil Suresh, an eight-term
lawmaker fielded as the INDIA
bloc’s candidate for the Speaker’s
position against the BJP’s Om
Birla, accused the ruling NDA of
“breaking the convention” of giv-
ing the Deputy Speaker’s position
to the Opposition. Edited excerpts
from an interview with Saubha-
dra Chatterji:

Why did you decide to con-
test?

The INDIA bloc parties have
decided to contest because the
ruling party is breaking the con-
vention of the House. Histori-
cally, the Speaker has been from
the ruling party, and the Deputy
Speaker from the Opposition.
This tradition was followed dur-
ing the Narsimha Rao and Man-
mohan Singh governments, and
even during VP Singh's time. We
upheld it every time.

In 2014, when Modi came to
power, our numbers were
between 40 and 48, and they said
we were not eligible for of Leader
of Opposition or Deputy Speaker,
and we agreed. In 2019, our num-
bers were 52, but requirement was
56. From 2014 to 2019, the Deputy
Speaker post was given to
AIADMEK, an outside supporting

A first since 1976, stage set for contest for highest postin LS

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The stage is set for
the fourth contest for the Lok
Sabha Speaker's post on
Wednesday after fights in 1952,
1967 and 1976.

The ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP)-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) on Tuesday
criticised the Opposition for not
extending unconditional support
to Om Birla, the alliance’s candi-
date for the post. The NDA
claimed that by nominating their
candidate K Suresh, the Opposi-
tion bloc, which is demanding the
Deputy Speaker’s postin exchange
for support to Birla, had departed
from the convention of not having
a contest for the position.

If Birla wins, he will be the sec-
ond Speaker after Balram Jakhar

(1980-89) set to get two full terms.
The Lok Sabha’s second speaker
MA Ayvangar and Gurdiyal Singh
Dhillon got the post twice but the
second term of both leaders didn't
last more than a year and a half.

To be sure, the NDA'’s claim is
not borne out by facts. Elections to
pick the speaker have been held in
1952 when there was a contest
between first Lok Sabha Speaker
GV Mavalankar and Shankar
Shantaram More, then with the
Peasants and Workers Party of
India; and then in 1976 during the
Emergency between Baligram
Bhagatand Jagannath Rao.

In 1967, Congress’s nominee
Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy fought
against Tenni Vishwanathan who
was backed by stalwarts such as
Madhu Limaye. Reddy was elected
having polled 278 votes against
Viswanatham's 207,

Elections to LS Speaker § postwere he]d in H-152 1967 and 1976. AN

Reddy, the only speaker who
was elected twice by two different
parties, didn't havea full five-year
term. He was also the first speaker
toresign from the political party to
which he belonged during 1967-
1969. He got re-elected as speaker
in 1977 but it lasted for just 109
days. “There have been three
instances so far where voting had
been held during the speaker’s
election. These being: 1. First Lok

Sabha15.05 .1952 - election of GV
Mavalankar Ayes 394 Noes 55 2.
Fourth Lok Sabha 17.31967 N San-
jeeva Reddy Ayes 278 Noes 207
and 3. Fifth Lok Sabha 5.1.1976 Bali
Ram Bhagat Ayes 344 Noes 58,”
said Ravindra Garimela”, a parlia-
mentary affairs expert.

Both the BJP and the Congress
have issued whips. "All NDA law-
makers will be briefed on Wednes-
day morning about the procedure

for electing the speaker,” accord-
ing to a party functionary. “Law-
makers from different states will
meet in groups, where theywill be
familiarised with the process.”
According to Lok Sabha
records, in 1952 Mavalankar who
had experience as speaker of the
Bombay Legislative Assembly
from 1937 to 1946 was nominated
by the Congress Party for the presi-
dentship of the Sixth Central Legis-
lative Assembly in January 1946.
“The nomination by the
Opposition Congress Party in
itself was not enough to ensure
his election in an Assembly in
which the majority of members
was on the Government side
which had put up its own candi-
date. However, after a keenly
contested election, Mavalankar
emerged victorious,” Lok Sabha
records said. After a voice vote,

Mavalankar was declared win-
ner with 394 votes, while Shan-
taram received 55.

In 1976 there was a contest for
the position between Baligram
Bhagat and Jagannath Rao. The
Congress and its allies had 360
seats in the 523-member House
while the United Front included it
had about 100 members. The
Opposition, which was up in arms
against the then Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi who had imposed
the Emergency on June 25, 1975,
nominated Joshi, who was then in
prison for the post. Bhagat won the
contest and went on to serve as the
speaker of the 5th Lok Sabha from
January 1, 1976 to March 25, 1977.

Bhagat, who won with 344
votes, against Rao’s 58 votes, was
elected against the vacancy
caused by the resignation of
speaker D GS Dhillon.

\‘l

Winning and losing
is secondary. The
issue is that they
are breaking
conventions.

party. This time, we are eligible.

When did the government
tell you that the Opposition
won’t get the Deputy
Speaker’s post?

The House started on the 24th,
but till 22nd or 23rd, they (the BJP)
didn’t consult any of our leaders
about our stance or whether we
would support them. They didn't
offer the Deputy Speaker post
despite our numbers. Last night
(Monday), Rajnath Singh called
our president Mallikarjun Kharge.
Our senior leaders, KC Venugopal
and Jairam Ramesh, already
announced that Deputy Speaker’s
post is our legitimate right. Raj-
nath Singh said he would discuss it
with his ministers and get back to
us by 10.00am, but there was no
response by 10 or 11. At 11.30am,
Venugopal and TR Baalu went to
Amit Shah’s office... Shah told

Amritpal, Rashid fail
to take oath as MP

CHANDIGARH: Radical
preacher and Khadoor
Sahib MP-elect Amritpal
Singh could not take oath as
a member of Parliament as
heisinjail in Assam,
detained under the
National Security Act. After
the Congress's Gurjeet
Singh Aujla took oath in
Parliament, Singh's name
was called out but he was
not present.

Similarly, Engineer
Rashid, who was elected to
the Lok Sabha from
Baramulla and is lodged in
Delhi’s Tihar jail in a case
registered under the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA),
could not take the oath on
Monday.

HT

them, “Okay, support the Speaker
and sign the nomination paper,
and we'll discuss the Deputy
Speaker post after the election.”

When did vou file your
nomination?

At 11.44am, Venugopal called
me to file my nomination. I rushed
to Lok Sabha to get signatures... [

filed my nomination at 11.50am, 10
minutes before deadline.

There is no rule that says
the Deputy Speaker should
be from the Opposition.

[t's not mentioned in the Consti-
tution but it's a convention, an
understanding that the House
belongsto everyone...

You have less than 24 hours
to prepare for this election.

Winning and losing is second-
ary. The issue is that they are
breaking conventions. They are
insulting the opposition not only
in the pro-tem Speaker selection
but also in the Deputy Speaker
selection. If they sincerely want to
avoid the election... they have
time until 11.00am tomorrow
(Wednesday) to discussit. We are
ready to withdraw, but they must
honestly assure us of the Deputy
Speaker post.

Pappu Yadav wears
‘re-NEET’ T-shirt in LS
NEW DELHI : MP Rajesh
Ranjan, popularly known as
Pappu Yadav, wore a T-shirt
with "#reneet” written on it
when he came to the Lok
Sabha to take oath on
Tuesday. He began his ocath
by saying “Bihar zindabad”
and concluded it with
slogans demanding NEET-
UG re-exam and special
category status for Bihar.
When members from the
treasury benches objected,
the MP from Bihar’s Purnia
hit out at them, saying he
was a six-time MP and
needed no lessons on what
to say. Just before
adjourning House, Pro-tem
Speaker Bhartruhari
Mahtab said members were
still in “election fever”,
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Mukhya Mantri Shehri Awas Yojana

Turning Dreams into Reality - Homes for Everyone

In the first phase, @ One marla plot for only Rs. One lakh
about 15,250 plots I |
to be allotted ¢ Under ‘Pradhan Mantri Awas
: Yojana - Urban’ provision of financial
th-ro.ugh draw in assistance of up to Rs. 1.5 lakh for
14 cities of Haryana construction of house
 Jagadhari e Provision of home loan facility of up to
R ohtak Rs. 6 lakh at low interest rate for
ond house construction from
« Rewari banks/financial institution
 Palwal

State Level Programme

Chief Guest

Sh. Nayab Singh

Chief Minister, Haryana

e Sirsa
 Jhajjar
e Charkhi Dadri

* Gohana August Presence

2 Pinjore Sh. Suﬂ!:g:ﬁl‘:teSudha
Karn al Housing for All (Independent Charge), Haryana
Mahendragarh DamAM

Venue - Tagore Auditorium, M. D. University, Rohtak

4 Safldon For more information
e Fatehabad Contact : 0172-3520001 rere ey
hf c;‘r Programme
Visit www.hfa.harvana.gov.in
e Julana yand.g

Department of Housing for All, Haryana
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International Day Against
Drug Abuse & Illicit Trafficking

The Evidence is Clear: Invest in Prevention

26th June, 2024
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GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE REFORMS
BLOCK NO. 4, 4th & 5th FLOOR, AP CIVIL SECRETARIAT
ITANAGAR - 791111
Website:https:/farungovard.nic.in / Email : secy-part-arn@nic.in
Contact No. 9366568485/8832769925

Dated ltanagar, 21st June, 2024
ADVERTISEMENT

The Governor of Arunachal Pradesh is pleased fo invite applications from the
citizens of India to fill up 1(one) anticipated vacancy of the post of Chief
Information Commissioner, Arunachal Pradesh Information Commission
(APIC) in terms of Right to Information Act, 2005 as amended in terms of the
Right to Information (Amendment) Act, 2019 read with the Right to Information
(Term of Office, Salaries, Allowances and Other Terms and Conditions of
Service of Chief Information Commissioner, Information Commissioners in
the Central Information Commission, State Chief Information Commissioner
and State Information Commissioners in the State Information Commission)
Rules, 2019.

The applicants must be person of eminence in public life with wide knowledge
and experience in law, science and technology, social service, management,
journalism, mass media or administration and governance. The detailed
information regarding the terms and conditions of appointment and prescribed
application format are available on the website (https://arungovard.nic.in)
of Department of Administrative Reforms Government of Arunachal Pradesh.
The interested candidates are advised to visit the above website and submit
of legible application in the prescribed format along with enclosures in only

in portable document format (pdf) and email at secy-part-arn@nic.in on
or before 25th July, 2024 (Thursday) 5 PM.

Sd/-
Joint Secretary to the Government of Arunachal Pradesh

DIPR/IARN/465-70/2024

PUT AWAY
THE DRUGS
BEFORE THE
DRUG PUTS
YOU AWAY

&

/ ? ;L:-.

DRUGo TARE
YOU TO HELL

DISGUIBED Ad
HEAVEN

DRUGo 5
SUICIDE PAID
IN
INOSTALLMENTS

3 % Uttar Pradesh Medical Supplies Corporation Limited

(CIN: U85310UP2018SGC102425) (A Government of U.P. Undertaking)
Address: SUDA Bhawan, 7/23, Sector-7, Gomti Nagar Extension, Lucknow

Tender Ref. No.: GEM/2024/B/5077387 Date: 21.06.2024
Tender Notice Invitation

Uttar Pradesh Medical Supplies Corporation Limited, Lucknow invites tenders
on GeM Portal from eligible and qualified Manufacturer/ Importer/ Authorized Agent
for supply of Ice Line Refrigerator. The schedules of Tendering activities are as

JOIN U3 FOR A RUN!
VENUE: DELHI
oECRETARIAT,

LET U5 PLEDGE TO
MARE DELHI
DRUG FREE

[P. ESTATE, DELHI T —
TIME: 600 AM TO '
800 AM

02 |Commencement of Downloading of Tender Document | 21.06.2024

28.06,2024 at 03:00 PM
in Conference Hall of

UPMSCL, Lucknow.
12.07.2024 upto 17:00 PM.
12.07.2024 upto 17.30 PM.
To be declared on GeM Portal

03 |Date & Time of Pre-Bid Meeting

04 |Last Date & Submission of Online Bids

05 |Date & Time of Opening of Technical Bids

06 |Date of Completion of Examination of Technical Bid
07 |Date & Time of Opening of Financial Bid To be declared on GeM Portal
D8 |Date of Completion of Examination of Financial Bid | To be declared on GeM Portal

The details of tender notice are given on GeM Portal & UPMSCL website
www.upmsc.in. Kindly check GeM Portal & UPMSCL website for any detail & updates.
Managing Director, UPMSCL

Department of Medical Health & Family Welfare, Uttar Pradesh

NORTHERN RAILWAY Vi

TENDER NOTICE Aok pshorsav

For and on behalf of the President of India, the Deputy Chief Electrical
Engineer (ELPOH), Northern Railway Charbagh Workshop, Lucknow
invites following e-tender from reputed firms for works as given below:
Tender No.: W-CB-2-EL Transformer-24; Name of Work:
Repair/Rehabiliation of Electric Locomotive Main transformer (Copper coil
Wounded) of Capacity 3900 & 5400 KVA. Estimated Cost of Work: ¥
1,46,28,870.04/-; Earnest Money/Bid Security: ¥ 2,23,200/- Only Cost of
Tender Form: 0/- only; Period of Contract: 24 Months; Date & Time for
Submission of Tender: from 04.07.2024 to 18.07.2024 up to 15:00 Hrs.
Date & Time for Opening of Tender: after 15:15 Hrs. on 18.07.2024. - The
tender form may be submitted on the website www.ireps.gov.in from
04.07.2024 to 18.07.2024 (up to 15:00 Hrs.). * Mannual offers are not
allowed against this tender, any such mannual Offer received shall be
ignored. = Contractors are allowed to make payment against this tender
towards tender document cost and Earnest Money /Bid securirty only cash
through e-payment gateway or submitted as Bank Guarantee bond from a
scheduled commercial Bank of India or as mentioned in tender documents.
* The tender will be opened on specified date and time as above. In case the
above date is a holiday the tender opening would be conducted at the same
time on the next working day. = No post tender correspondence for
submission of additional documents shall be entertained after opening the
technical & commercial offers. Even suo-moto post letter of the tender shall
be treated as NULL & Void. No: NR/ICB Workshop/June/Transformer
12024 Date: 25.06.2024

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE 1901/24

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY =113 Te) [l

SUPPLY OF STORES ITEMS
“THROUGH E-PROCUREMENT TENDERS”

DIP/Shabdarth/Display/0007/24-25

Department of Social Welfare
Government of NCT of Delhi

WE CARE

iy o # o
YOU SHARE Covernment of the MNatiora

Craapribad Ternilory of Dedhi

{&1 POSTGRADUATE INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION & RESEARCH CHANDIGARH

Advertisement No. PGI/RC/2024/042-043/1976 Dated: 25.06.2024
F TY APPOINTMENT

The Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research, Chandigarh invites applications

on prescribed form from Indian Citizens for 121 vacant posts of Assistant Professors through

direct recruitment on regular basis in different specialities for PGIMER, Chandigarh as per
schedule below:-

mii“' Sk

Date: 24.06.2024

L. No. JHS/Catg/e-Auction/2024

E-Auction Notice

On Behalf of the President of India, The Divisional Railway Manager (Commercial),
Jhansiinvites e-auction as per categories given as under:-

Tender No. : JHS-ELG-W- T-16-2024-25 Date : 22.06.2024

TENDER NOTICE

For and on behalf of President of India, the Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer
(Gen) North Central Railway, Jhansi invites open tenders through online (E-

Category Asset Details Start date for generation of Challan form for fee deposit and 25.06.2024 Tendering) for the following work :- TENDER NOTICE No: §/2024/63 Date: 24 -06-2024

' * i i - onling payment of fees - - The Principal Chief Material Manager, North Western Railway, headquarter 3rd

PMBJK Maintenance & Dperahqn of Pratdhan Mar'lntn Bhartiya Jlan‘atfs:hadhi Closing date for challan generation for fee deposit 10.07.2004 Tender value : Rs. 1,44 ,90,368/- only Bid Security : Rs. 2,22 500/- only q N F B Rl YAt b aiour-302017 f 4 behalf of
Catalogue No. | Kendra (PMBJK) at Lalitpur Railway Station Of Jhansi Division For st : e . == , oor, IiNear Jawanar circle, ialviya iNagar, Jaipur or and on d
: ate of deposit of application fee in the Bank 12.07.2024 Description of work : Jhansi ELG : Provision of Power supply Augmentation over the Prasident of India invitss O E-tend i in site

PMBJK-LAR-01| A Period Of Three Years. Last date for receipt of hard copy of application in the office]  15.07.2024 Till 04.00 PM Jhansi division. e rresident of India invites Upen c-lenders on www.ireps.gov.in site as

Auction Start: 08.07.2024 at 10:30 Hrs., Auction End: 08.07.2024 at 11:00 Hrs. follows. All the E- tenders will be closed at 14.25 hrs.

of the Administrative Officer (Recruitment Cell), PGIMER,

Note: Prospective bidders are requested to visit e-Auction Leasing module on IREPS Sector-12, Chandigarh 160012 Completion period : 06 months, Closing date of tender 15.07.2024 (upto 15:00 Sr. :
website (www.ireps.gov.in). The Lot-wise detalls are available therein under the The interested candidates may Log on to the Institute website ie. www.pgimer. edu.in Hrs.). Tenderer will submit the tender online upto 15.07.2024 (upto 15:00 Hrs.). No. Tender No. Brief Description Qty |Unit | Due Date
bo tioned Catalogue Number. 1008/24(K)| |(recruitment link at home page) for detailed information viz. application form, fee, age, Complete details & for submission of tenders can be seen in Indian Railway website :
btttk ekl M) | cay-scale, eligibilty, qualification and experience etc. The number of posts (including reserved T ene; govin, o fm i Ul A o el oSl
[5|@CPRONCR 5 @northeentralrailway B3l North centra (TR Tl [ vacancies) are subject Lo variation at the discretion of Competent Authority. L. 2 822412668 | Canaglifiozin 100mg. Tab./Cap 80820 | Nos | 15-07-2024
. PG| RC Adwvt. 24 HR-000330 DIRECTOR [£] North central railways @ www.ncr.indianrailways.govin £) @northcentralrailway </ @ CPRONCR 3 | 30243346 | KITFORBRAKE CYLINDER 74 |Nos |15-07-2024
4 | 82243047 | Eltrombopag 25mg ( Like Revolade)
Tab/cap 5000 | Nos | 15-07-2024
CORRIGENDUNM FOR TENDER NOTICE NO. iﬁm[aﬂ uﬁam 3“% qed m _ 5 | 82242422 | Nilotinib 200mg. Tab./Cap 1940 | Nos | 15-07-2024
05/2024 DTD. 29-05-2024 2 T Wenfrast Hwerar wTagy 6 | 36244838 | AEROSOL Generator-500 gms 145 | Nos | 16-07-2024
e 220, ST Tad 9o, Sﬁ'{T %'("F, 'i:h‘ll'l?rt (un.) T L e TIE Y vl Gt ¥ SALPUR 7 10244286 | VALVE SPRING ASSEMBLY 7710 | Nos | 17-07-2024
Corrigendum for Tender Notice No. : 06/2024 Dated: 29-05-2024 against Tender (Aninstitute of National Importance) = —
. Under Ministry of Education, Govt. of India - 8 | 82243718 | Ruxolitinib 20mg Tab./Cap 1350 | Nos |18-07-2024
No.: 01249107RC may please be read as under:- w . 0755'255953?, EPABX - 2559345, 25593461 2559'34?,
_ 2559348 Fax - 2550072 No./ NITRR/S&P/Advt./2024/466 Raipur, Dated: 14/06/202 9 | 30243070 | SWKPIG 20 SINGLE SPEED
ITEM Existing To beread as ] ] -ax : ) INVITATION OF E-TENDER SENSOR. 579 |Nos |22-07-2024
i . Email : prirevcom@mp.gov.in, Website : www.prc.mp.gov.in T . : ‘ 70110242289 | CYLINDER HIGH PRESSURE
Tender Title Existing |2 Years Rate Contract for (1) Manufacturing & supply NIT, Raipur is inviting tender which details are as follows: - birtieniS, : T T —
of DEFE”"'!Q Switch 80 h‘.g as per RDSO Drg MNa. : sr mﬂm T‘Eﬂﬂﬂl’ E“ "i Lﬁt Dﬂlﬂ E TIITIE m Date & Time for Bkl
RT- 6068 and conforming to standard specification ArEa] dedie] %ﬂ Highly Configured Laptop I Y No. Department No . Submission of Tender | Opening of Tender 11130243071 tr:rz Egar{i f}?fwsp system of LHB | | FEEE
IRS /T- 10 including all fitti t Fish Plate. e g ; ; . i i :
F_S S i e fFdr ST 29 39 &Y 8’1 GEM Portal ® BID No. : 1. | National Institute of | NITRR/S&P/Furnit| 03/07/2024 upto | 05/07/2024 at AT i Ty S e 575G}
ish Bolt & Nut, insulating liner including Metal ; *| Technology Raipur | ure/0T/2024/438 06:00PM 16:00PM rorake cylinaer mm. 0s
Liner, ERC & GRSP Complete in all respect as per GEM/2024/B/5072518 ﬁﬁ:ﬁ{[ le'l'-qﬁ{?[ E['ﬁ il 1321 % | 'ra'F(j?I' : — s ; 13 | 40241769 | Supply air bellow connection
RDSO drawing. (2) Manufacturing & supply of Forms & Details can be downloaded from the website i.e. www.nifrrac.in, with frame 868 |[Nos |22-07-2024
Derailing Switch 52 kg as per RDSO Drg. No. ST %§ GEM Portal R <@ | WWW. re.gov.in/epublish/app and portal www.tenderwizard.com/NITR. -sd- 14 | 30243330 | MUST CHANGE ITEM FOR BRAKE
RT- 5836 and conforming to standard specification 39 {Isitd W nsh Registrar CALIPER 986 | Nos |29-07-2024
IRS /T- 10 including all fittings except Fish Plate, G-12376/24 qumém 15| 30242195 | FLEXBALLCABLE 134 |Nos |29-07-2024
Fl'rsh Bolt with Nut, insulating liner including Metal 16 1 30243211 | MVBOARD FORWSPSYSTEM OF
Liner, ERC & G_HEP Complete in all respect as GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA B42 Centre For Railway LHB COACHES 38 |Nos |30-07-2024
per RSO drawing. gls@ I Information Systems 17 | 30243069 | Speed Sensor G16. 372 |Nos |05-08-2024
— - — ' o 1 OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER, BN i OO
PL Code Existing | Manufacturing & supply of Derailing Switch 60 kg as ) JEYPORE (R&B) CIRCLE. JEYPORE VRRUH, e 18 | 30243392 | BRAKE CYLINDER LHAND RH
8016N00T & per RDSO Drg. No. RT- 6068 and conforming to = ; (R&B) .L ’ Tender No. 01245199 FORLHB COACHES 43 |Set |05-08-2024
standard specification IRS /T- 10 includiug all fittings e-mall ID - supenger_rbjyp@yahoo.co.in/ Phone No - 06854 - 231528 Subject: Rate contract for a period of 19 | 30243180 | OVERHAULING KIT FOR BRAKE
ikl except Fish Flate, Fish Bolt & Nut, insulating liner i ) IHV_!T ATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB) u;i ye?jm It:ﬂ-rlsuppl'_:f. trt? nsp?ﬂaft;ﬁnt:tﬂ th; CYLINDER 684 |Set |12-08-2024
including Metal Liner, ERC & GRSP Comptete in all Bid Identification No. C.C.E.J.C (R&B) - 02/2024-25 ”: t"ggr"aﬁi‘:ﬂ‘“ﬂfﬂ fjprt'g'n bl - 20 | 30242184 | Flex ball cable short length 223 |Nos |12-08-2024
respect as per RDSO drawing.  Notre of e e No. zmaumrwﬁuu?géétuﬁlzm Commissioning, Olvear comprehensive 2130242190 | Primary vertical damper 4069 | Nos |19-08-2024
. Nature of the work: - :
PL Code Existing | Manufacturing & supply of Derailing Switch 52 kg 9 Total No. of Works: 01 (One) No on-site Warranty and 05 year Comprehensive Soap Toiletin Cakes of 100 gram
6015N0OD3 as per RDSO Drg. No. RT- 5836 and conforming to 3. Estimated cost: Rs. 5.96 Crs il : : )
ol . . . | ” mabile data services. confirming to 1S:2888/2004, amndt.
sta n-:lan:! speclfmau-_:m IRS/T F.1 0 mcluldlng alll fitti ngs 4. Period ﬂflﬂﬂl'ﬁm&'tlﬂﬂ. . 12 (Twelve) Calander Months Date of Closing - 19.07.2024 (Thursday) 22 | 81231041A | No. 3, Grade-lli.e. minimum Total 221708| Nos | 20-08-2024
except Fish Plale, Fish Bolt with Nut, insulating liner 5. Cost of Bid Document: Rs. 10,000/ at 15:30 hrs. Fatty matter (TFM) more than 70%,
including Metal Liner. ERC & GRSP Complete in 6. Bid Security (EMD): Rs. 5.96 LacAs per column no. 06 of IFB. o Pre-bid Meeting on- 05.07.2024(Friday) toilet soap be purchased as a
all respect as per RDSO drawing. 7. Class of Contractor: A" Class as per ¢l no. 05 of TCN & according to Financial Eligibility. at 11.00 hrs at CRIS HQ Chankyapuri, standard weight of 100 grams
: | ilabili ' 1. 7062024 10 17 f11.07.2024 i- i - i i
Note - For full details of Tender Notice and Tender Documents, Tenderer may log on to % DERELAE oF cvmleialy op ok e e s L L New Deihi-110021. Tender Documents with +/-10 % tolerance in weight.

the website (www.ireps.gov.in) prospective bidder whao intend to participate in above
tenders are required to log in themselves with the above website and submit their offer
electronically, if they are already registered with IREPS. In case they are not registered
with IREPS, they are advised to abtain class-lll Digital Signature Certificate from the
certifying agencies under Govt. of India IT Act 2000 and participate in the above tenders.

Pr. Chief Material Manager/CON, Maligaon

= NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Construction Organization
Serving Customers With A Smife

Document in the portal:
9. Lastdate / Time for receipt of bids in the Portal: 17.00 hours of 11.07.2024
10. Opening date of Bid: 10.00 hours of 12.07.2024
11. Name and address of the
Officer Inviting Bid

Chief Construction Engineer, Jeypore (R&B) Circle. Jeypore

Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal hitps:/ftendersodisha.gov.in

Any addendum / corrigendum / cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said website only.

Chief Construction Engineer,
Jeypore (R&B) Circle, Jeypore

OIPR - 34108/11/0005/2425

can be downloaded from Website www.
ireps.gov.in For future modification
lextensions pl. see www.ireps.gov.in

Note (1) Interested tenderers may visit the website www.ireps.gov.in for Full
details/description/Specification/EMD & tender cost etc. All tenderers are
requested to obtain digital signatures and get them registered on above site and
quote electronically only. (2) For viewing and participating in other tenders such

www.ireps.gowv.in.

T724-AJI24

Follow us on : KIEdCImwRailways [ ] HWHallways_.
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Ending pulses import by 27 a

Zia Haq

zia.hag@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: A key target handed
down to agriculture minister
shivraj Singh Chouhan is to end
India’s dependence on imports
to meet local pulses demand by
2027 for which a major pro-
gramme is being prepared, offi-
cials with knowledge of the
matter said.

On January 4, during the cen-
tral government’s previous
term, home and cooperation
minister Amit Shah had
declared India will stop import-
ing pulses by 2027, setting an
ambitious goal.

“By December 2027, the
country should become self-re-
liant in pulses. We will not
import even one kilo of pulses
from January 2028, Shah had
said while launching a pro-
gramime to procure tur (pigeon
pea) by the National Agricul-
tural Cooperative Marketing
Federation of India (Nafed).

An El Nino weather pattern
last year has stoked prices of
pulses, a common source of
protein for most Indians,
despite a 37% jump in overall
domestic production since
2015-16, which has helped India
cut down on imports.

Yet, the goal of self-suffi-

key target of agrlculture min

The goal of self-sufficiency in pulses has been elusive, keeping

prices high.

ciency in pulses has been elu-
sive, keeping prices high. Rising
protein-led prices can be a sig-
nificant driver of inflation and
household expenses.

Inflation in pulses rose nearly
17% in May from a year ago, pri-
marily because of lower produc-
tion for two consecutive years
due to extreme weather and a
patchy monsoon. This drove
food inflation for the month to
8.7%.

To ramp up output of key def-
icit pulses, such as tur, urad
(black matpe) and chana (chick-
pea), the government will need
to ensure remunerative prices
to farmers, experts said. Last
week, Chouhan chaired a virtual

MINT ARCHIVE

meeting of state agriculture
ministers, in which he said the
Centre would procure 100% of
the three varieties at minimum
support prices, according to an
official who declined to be
named. The minister urged
state ministers to get farmers to
register on a portal called
e-samriddi in large numbers to
sell their produce.

Nearly 45% of cultivators of
pulses said they got lower than
market prices for urad, tur and
moong (green gram), according
to the Situation Assessment
Survey of agriculture (2018-19).

In the financial year ended
March, imports went up 84%
year-on-year to 4.65 million

tonne, the most in six years. In
value terms, the country’s
spending on imports rose 93%
to $3.75 billion. India largely
imports from Canada, Australia,
Myanmar, Mozambique, Tanza-
nia, Sudan and Malawi.

According to the farm minis-
try's plan to achieve self-suffi-
ciency, model pulses villages
will be set up from the current
summer cropping season. The
ministry is also working with
states to bring fallow land for
cultivation of lentils. It is set to
create 150 hubs to distribute
high-yielding seeds. Alongside,
the farm department will col-
laborate with the department of
agricultural research to pro-
mote climate-resilient varieties.

Shortly after the federal gov-
ernment assumed office during
its first term in 2014, it focused
farm and trade policies to raise
pulses output to cut down on
imports.

“Pulses are group of crops.
They are not single crop. The
government will have to ensure
crop diversification and incen-
tivise farmers sufficiently across
varieties to stop imports. At
times, shortage of one variety
increases demand for other
varieties,” said Avishek
Agrawal, an analyst with Com-
trade, a commodities trader.

Arun Dev

letters@hindustantimes.com

BENGALURU : The Karnataka
police have registered another
case of sexual assault against
arrested Janata Dal (Secular)
leader Suraj Revanna after a close
aide of the MLC filed a complaint
against him, police officers famil-
iar with the matter said on Tues-
day.

The complainant had earlier
filed an extortion case against the
JD(S) worker, who initially
accused Suraj— the brother of
suspended MP Prajwal
Revanna— of sexual assault. In
his complaint, the man said that
he was coerced by Suraj into filing
the case against the JD(S) worker,
officersaware of the matter said.

“On Tuesday night, the Hollen-

Suraj Revanna

arsipura rural police registered
an FIR against Suraj Revanna
under the Indian Penal Code Sec-
tions 377 (unnatural offences),
342 (wrongful confinement), and
506 (criminal intimidation),” a
police officer familiar with the
matter said on condition of ano-
nymity.

Suraj was arrested on Sunday

forallegedly sexually assaulting a
party worker, days after his
brother Prajwal was arrested over
multiple charges of sexual abuse.
He is currently in police custody.
The case against Suraj was
handed over to the Criminal
[nvestigation Department (CID)
for a detailed probe.

Suraj had rejected the initial
accusation against him, calling it
a part of “political conspiracy”.

“Iabsolutely reject these alle-
gations. They are part of a politi-
cal conspiracy. An FIR has also
been lodged against the com-
plainant. Let the truth come out.
I have faith in the law of the
land,” he said on Saturday

Police file fourth
FIR against Prajwal
The SIT probing allegations of

Suraj Revanna booked in 2nd sexual assault case

sexual abuse against Prajwal
Revanna has filed a fourth First
Information Report (FIR)
against him on the charges of
sexual harassment, stalking and
criminal intimidation, people
aware of the matter said.

Along with Prajwal, three oth-
ers, including former BJP MLA
from Hassan Preetham Gowda
has also been named in the FIR,
they said.

“The case has been registered
under sections 355 A (sexual
harassment), 354 B (assault or
use of criminal force to woman
with intent to disrobe), 354 D
(stalking), 506 (criminal intimi-
dation) of the Indian Penal Code
and 66 E (punishment for viola-
tion of privacy) of the Informa-
tion Technology Act, according
to the police officers.

U'KHAND OFFICER
MOWS DOWN 3
WHILE DRIVING
DRUNK, BOOKED

DEHRADUN: A 52-year-old Uttar-
akhand government official has
been arrested and booked for
culpable homicide after he alleg-
edly mowed down a woman and
her two nieces while speeding in
his car in an inebriated state in
Tehri Garhwal district on Mon-
day evening, police said, adding
his blood test report confirmed
he was drunk while driving.

The accused, identified as
Devi Prasad Chamoli (52), a resi-
dent of Baurari area in New
Tehri town and posted as an
assistant block development offi-
cer (ABDO) in Jakhnidhar block
of Tehri Garhwal, was caught
and handed over to the police by
passers-by after he tried to flee
after the incident.

The incident occurred in Bau-
rari when the speeding Wagon R
car being driven by Chamoli hit
local residents Reena Negi (34),
her daughter Aradhya (10) and
nieces Agrima (10) and Anvita
(7) from the front while they
were walking on the roadside.

“Allinjured were taken to the
district hospital, where Reena
Negi and her two nieces were
declared brought dead by the
doctors. Reena’s daughter Arad-
hya, who also suffered minor
injuries, was discharged from
the hospital after treatment,”
New Tehri police station
in-charge Yogendra Gusain said.

The accused was arrested and
based on a complaint from
Negi's husband Ravindra Singh
Negi, an FIR has been registered,
Gusain said. “We have registered
the FIR against the accused
under sections 304 (culpable
homicide not amounting to mur-
der), 279 (rash driving or riding
on a public way), and 337 (caus-
ing hurt by endangering life or
personal safety of others) of IPC.”
the officer added.

Chief minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami expressed his grief over
the incident and ordered the sus-
pension of Chamoli from the
post of ABDO. AMIT BATHLA

THE ACCUSED WAS
POSTED AS AN
ASSISTANT BLOCK
DEVELOPMENT
OFFICER (ABDO) IN
JAKHNIDHAR
BLOCK OF TEHRI
GARHWAL DISTT

‘Dark days: Modi leads BJP’s
attack on Cong over Emergency

HT Correspondent

letters @hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party (BJP) continued its
attack against the Congress on
Tuesday over the Emergency
imposed in 1975 by then-prime
minister Indira Gandhi, with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
referring to the period as “dark
days” and alleging that the party
“subverted basic freedoms and
trampled over the Constitution”.

“Today is a day to pay homage
to all those great men and women
who resisted the Emergency. The
#DarkDaysOfEmergency remind
us of how the Congress Party sub-
verted basic freedoms and tram-
pled over the Constitution of India
which every Indian respects
greatly,” Modi said on X.

He added: "Just to cling on to
power, the then Congress govern-
ment disregarded every demo-
cratic principle and made the
nation into ajail. Any person who
disagreed with Congress was tor-
tured and harassed. Socially
regressive policies were
unleashed to target the weakest

\.l

Emergency remind
us of how the
Congress Party
subverted basic
freedoms and
trampled over

the Constitution

of India.

NARENDRA MODI,

Prime Minister

sections.”

Senior BJP leader and Union
home minister Amit Shah, too,
came out strongly against the
Congress. “The Congress crushed
the spirit of our Constitution sev-
eral times for the sake of main-
taining a certain family in power,”
he posted on X.

Union minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia said that the “voice of 80
crore people was stifled to save
the chair of select people”. “Today
isremembered as the black day as

those elements had throttled the
voice of 80 crore people to save
their chair,” he told reporters in
Guna, adding that “the NDA
(National Democratic Alliance)
worships this ‘granth” (Constitu-
tion)”.

Party president JP Nadda,
while addressing the cadre at
the party headquarters, said
democracy is standing strong
today because of the sacrifices
made at the time of Emergency.
“I request all of you to meet
those who have seen the Emer-
gency and try to know what the
situation was...Because of the
sacrifices made at that time,
democracy is standing strongly
today...,” he said.

Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge, however, hit back at
the ruling party. “Narendra Modi
ji, the country is looking forward
to the future but you keep
scratching the past to hide your
failures. In the last 10 years, you
made 140 crore Indians realise
what ‘undeclared emergency’ is,
which caused a deep trauma to
democracy and the Constitution,”
he posted in Hindi on X.

{ | \IRCRAFT }

Kerala man issues bomb threat after
airline refuses to reschedule flight

HT Correspondent

letters @hindustantimes.com

KOCHI: A 30-year-old Kerala
man was booked on Tuesday
for issuing a bomb threat to a
Kochi-London Gatwick Air
India flight, which later turned
out to be a hoax, allegedly after
his request to reschedule his
departure by two days citing
his daughter’s ill health was
turned down by the airline’s
call centre, a police officer
said.

An officer of the Nedumbas-
sery police in Kochi said the
accused, Shuhaib (30), a resi-
dent of Kondotty in Malappu-
ram, was scheduled to take the
Al 149 flight to London with
his wife and daughter on Tues-
day.

“We found that he had made
the bomb threat during a call
to the Air India customer care

COPS SAY THE
30-YR-OLD
ACCUSED WANTED
HIS TICKET TO BE
RESCHEDULED

AS HIS DAUGHTER
WAS UNWELL

centre in Mumbai late Monday
night. From what we under-
stood, his daughter had suf-
fered food poisoning and was
unwell. So, he had asked the
airline to reschedule the ticket
for another day which was
denied. So perhaps due to frus-
tration, he alleged that a bomb
was planted on the aircraft,”
the police officer said, request-
ing anonymity.

The threat was relayed to
officials at Cochin Interna-
tional Airport Limited (CIAL)

following which a Bomb
Threat Assessment Committee
(BTAC) was immediately con-
vened. Upon investigation by
the airline, it turned out that
the caller was a passenger on
the same flight.

“The aircraft was moved to
an isolated parking point and
comprehensive security meas-
ures were undertaken. The
aircraft was thoroughly
checked and subsequently
cleared for takeoft,” the airport
said.

The accused was booked
under Section 506 (criminal
intimidation) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) and Section
118(b) (Knowingly spreads
rumours or gives false alarms
to mislead police, fire brigade
or any essential service) of the
Kerala Police Act, the officer
said, adding he was granted
bail by a court.

Oil Industry Development Board (OIDB)

(Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas)
OIDB Bhawan, Plot No-2, Sector-73, Noida-201301

Tel: 0120 2594602/13, Fax: 0120 2594630

Office space available for lease/rent

No. ES/30/2023-PS-0IDB

CPSUs,

idl £

CBC 33113/12/0001/2425

Qil Industry Development Board (OIDB) desires to lease/rent out
an office space measuring 15000 sq.ft. approx. situated at OIDB
Bhawan, Plot No. 02, Sector-73, Noida to the Central Government,
Central Statutory/autonomous organizations,
Sector Banks (for their Headquarter/Regional Offices), etc.

For detailed terms & conditions, you may visit OIDB’'s website

Public

Manager (P&A)
Tel.: 0120-2594613

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

on or before 14.10.2024

DP/7565/ED/2024-Court matter

See Section 82 Cr. P. C.

Whereas a complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Bhushan Kumar Yadav s/o Sone Lal Yadav R/o
S5-18, E School Block Laxmi Nagar, Shakarpur Delhi.
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence under
FIR. No. 571/22 U/S 279/338 IPC and 146/196/3/181 M.V
Act.has been registered at P.S. Madhu Vihar Delhi and it has
been returned to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that the
said, Bhushan Kumar Yadav cannot be found and whereas it
has been shown to my satisfaction that the said, Bhushan
Kumar Yadav has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid
the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused, Bhushan
Kumar Yadav of under FIR. No. 571/22 U/S . 279/338 IPC and
146/196/3/181 M.V Act. .registered at PS. Madhu Vihar, Delhi is
required to appear before this court to answer the said complaint

Sh.Udbhav Kumar Jain,MM-04,

have

By Order

Room No.13 Shahdara
Karkardooma Courts Delhi

OFFICE OF THE COLLECTOR
JILA NIRMAN SAMITI

JAGDALPUR, DISTT.- BASTAR (C.G.)

Memo No : 3525/JNS/2024/Jagdalpur

Date : 20.06.2024

e-Procurement Tender Notice
Portal : https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in

NIT No.

- 01 Dated 20.06.2024

Last date Submission of Bid Documents - 02.07.2024

Tender Name of Work

No.

PAC
(in lakh)

EMD |[Calls

1 2

3 4 5

155175|CONSTRUCTION  OF

BUILDING AT

NALANDA
PARISAR (PART A) MAIN LIBRARY
JAGDALPUR  I/iC
ELECTRIFICATION WORK.

590.89 |296000/-

Advertisement No. 57/2024

Government of India
Public Enterprises Selection Board
invites applications for the post of

Director (Technical)
In
Central Coalfields Limited (CCL)

Last date of submission of application
by the applicant is by 15.00 hours on
19/07/2024
Last date of forwarding of applications by the
Nodal officers to PESB is by 15.00 hours on
29/07/2024

For details login to website
https://pesb.gov.in

UJVN Limited

HO “UJJWAL’, Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-248006
Telephones: 0135-2763808 Fax- 0135- 2763508
CIN No. U40101UR2001SGC025866, Website: www.ujvnl.com

festias : 24 /06 /2024

T Ho: 531

e-Tender Notice

Office of Executive Engineer (E&M-I), Lakhwar Project, Dakpathar,
invites online bids from interested parties. Brief summary of tender is

given below:

Tender No: 06/EE(E&M-1)/LP/2024-25
Name of the Work: SITC of Video Conferencing System at

Conference Room of Kandriyan Field Hostel,

Dakpathar”.

Lakhwar MPP,

Estimated Cost: Rs.31,12,380.00 (taxes extra)
Date of availability of bid document on website : 25/06/2024
Last Date for submission of bid on website: 18/07/2024 upto1

7:00 hrs.

For fuller & further details, kindly visit e-procurement portal

“http://luktenders.gov.in”

Executive Engineer (E&M-I)
Lakhwar Project, Dakpathar

“Avoid wasteful use of Electricity”

TENDER NOTICE
FOR SALE OF OLD & USED PRINTING MACHINERY

AT, C - 164-165 INDUSTRIAL FOCAL POINT PHASE VIll B. MOHALI
SEALED BATE TENDERS are invited for sale of old & used Machinery.
S. Description Oty Rates reqd
No.
1| Printing M/c Folder — NL 30 (Manugraph 2001) 1No Per Pc
2 | Printing M/c Folder — Orient (Orient 2011) 1 No PerPc
3 | Printing M/c City line tower 4+4 (Manugraph 2003) 2 No Per Pe
4 | Printing M/c City line Auto Paster (Manugraph 2003) 2 No Per Pc
§ | Printing M/c Console NL 30 (Manugraph 2001) 2 No Per Pe
6 |Reel Loading Trolley 1 No Per Pc
7 | DG Set 500 KVA CG 2010 1No Per Pc
8 | Reel Rewinding Maching 2011 1 No Per Pc
9 | Plattorm accessories (Iron) of Printing M/ Lot Per Kg

TERMS & CONDITIONS

Point Phase Vill B Mohali.

“For inspection please call - 9814818148 or 01725050680,

1. Forinspection of above items, please contact HT Media Ltd., C-164-165 Industrial Focal

2, Tenders should reach latest by 4th July 2024,
3. The rates will be exclusive of Tax, GST & other taxes will be charges extra.
4. The tender should be addressed to "Disposal Committee, H T Media Ltd. C-164-165

CANTABIL

' Internotional Clothing

\ Presents.

G

DLF CYBERHUB, GURUGRAM | 6 PM ONWARDS
28 05

JUNE JULY
MANSA JIMMY MC SQUARE

Industrial Focal Point, Phase VIl B Mohali (Punjab)”.
The envelope should be superscribed - Tender for the sale of old Machinery.

The Tenders should be accompanied with a draft in favor of "H T MEDIA LTD" Payable at
Chandigarh for security deposit of Rs.100000/- (As interest free Earnest Money).

In case of any dispute, the matter will be subject to the jurisdiction of Mohali (Punjab),
Items to be lifted against advance payment in bank transfer or DD payable at Chandigarh.

HT Media Ltd has the right to reject one or all tenders without assigning any reasan
whatsoever.

. The tenderer will have to accept available quantities and will not have any claim due to the
quality involved and lift all the material at the same rate quoted in the tender.

11.  The tenderer shall remove the goods within one week of confirmation from the place of

storage at his own cost and shall employ his own staff. Stock will be disposed on “As is

where is basis”.

155176 | CONSTRUCTION OF  NALANDA : 108000/-
PARISAR (PART B) AT JAGDALPUR B
I/C ELECTRIFICATION WORK. B.
155177 |CONSTRUCTION OF  NALANDA ; 110000/-
PARISAR (PART C)} MAIN LIBRARY T,
BUILDING AT JAGDALPUR I/IC 8.
ELECTRIFICATION WORK. g

155178 | Development Work of Heritage Ground | 268.76 |135000/-
at Jagdalpur i/c Electrification Wrok. 10

(Nodal Officer)
Jila Nirman Samiti,
E.E. PW.D. (B/R)
North Bastar Div. No. 1, Jagdalpur

F'ARAS

IE LTH

awnia T T a

Health Partner:

G-242500518/4

HT Media Limited Mohali @ Hidty @) htcty @ wwwhindustantimes.com
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Govt's NTA panel to reach
out to teachers, students

Fareeha Iftikhar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A seven-member
committee formed by the Cen-
tre to review the operations of
the National Test Agency (NTA)
will on priority engage with stu-
dents and parents over their
concerns and challenges, and
seek suggestions to build a
robust and tamper-proof system
for entrance examinations,
former Indian Space Research
Organisation (Isro) chairman
and panel chief K Radhakrish-
nan has said, amid a raging row
over allegations of paper leak
and other irregularities that
have sparked sweeping protests
across the country.

The committee, which also
comprises the Indian Institute
of Technology-Kanpur’s board
of governors (BoG), also headed
by Radhakrishnan, will further
make recommendations on
reforms in the examination
process, improvement in data
security protocols and structure
and functioning of NTA, and
submit a report to the Union
education ministry in this
regard within two months.

The decision was taken dur-
ing the first meeting of the panel
at the Indian Institute of Tech-
nology-Delhi on Monday, as
NTA continued to be at the cen-
tre of a storm after a slew of cru-
cial national examinations,
including the National Eligibil-
ity Entrance Test-Undergradu-

Sanm_; wadi Party workers protest against all Eged paper leak in

NEET-UG in Lucknow on Tuesday.

ate (NEET-UG), involving the
fate of millions of candidates
were botched up.

In a video shared by the
Union education ministry on
Tuesday, Radhakrishanan said:
“The first meeting of the high
level committee of experts that
is set up by the government of
India, Ministry of Education, for
looking at the entire gamut of
entrance tests in the country
met and the first priority for us
is to elicit from the students and
parents of this country their
concerns and their sugges-
tions.”

Radhakrishnan said the com-
mittee will reach out to parents
and students as far as possible
in person or through electronic

DEEPAK GUPTA/HT

media over the next two weeks
to seek their inputs.

“The next priority for us is to
quickly build a robust system
for starting the tests. We are
also looking at the future espe-
cially to develop in this country
a robust system, a tamper proof
system. A system with zero
error and system that lessens
difficulties and stress for the
students with adequate flexibil-
ity built in range,” he said.

According to people aware of
the details, the committee was
apprised of the current process
followed by NTA in the conduct
of entrance examinations, tech-
nical expertise of the agency,
and recent incidents of irregu-

larities during the NEET-UG,

and University Grants Commis-
sion (UGC) National Eligibility
Test (NET) or UGC-NET during
the meeting.

Allegations of paper leak,
malpractice, manipulation of
examination centres, and dis-
crepancies in declaration of
results have marred NEET-UG -
India’s premier medical
entrance examination - this
year, resulting in protests by
candidates and opposition par-
ties, which are demanding a
probe monitored by the
Supreme Court.

Days later, the UGC-NET,
which is conducted by NTA
twice a year, was cancelled due
to a paper leak on the darknet.
The Joint Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research (CSIR)
and University Grants Commis-
sion (UGC) National Eligibility
Test (NET) June edition was
also deferred due to “unavoida-
ble circumstances as well as
logistic issues’.

Last week, Union education
minister Dharmendra Pradhan
rejected the allegations of paper
leak and reiterated the govern-
ment’'s commitment to safe-
guard the interest of students.
On Saturday, the Centre
removed NTA director general
Subodh Kumar Singh and
appointed IAS officer Pradeep
Singh Kharola for the post.

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation is probing alleged irreg-
ularities in both NEET-UG and
UGC-NET.

LIFE TERM, FINE OF
UPTO1CRAS UP

CLEARS ORDINANCE
ON PAPER LEAKS

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW: The Uttar Pradesh
cabinet on Tuesday approved an
ordinance that mandates a max-
imum punishment of life impris-
onment and penalty of up to 1
crore for those involved in unfair
practices and paper leaks in pub-
lic examinations.

The ordinance, which crimi-
nalises distribution of fake ques-
tion papers and creation of fake
employment websites, was
approved during a meeting held
under the chairmanship of chief
minister Yogi Adityanath. Forty-
three out of 44 proposals were
approved at the meeting.

The cabinet approved the
state government's proposal to
implement the Prevention of
Unfair Means and Paper Leaks
in Public Examinations Ordi-
nance, 2024, state finance min-
ister Suresh Khanna said. It
mandates severe penalties for
those involved in paper leaks,
including institutions and asso-
ciated individuals.

“If an examination is compro-
mised, the financial burden will
be recovered from the solver
gang, the involved institutes and
service providers will be perma-
nently blacklisted,” Khanna said.
“The ordinance also includes
provisions for property attach-
ment in case of a crime. All
offences under this ordinance
are classified as cognisable, non-
bailable and triable by a sessions
court and are non-compounda-
ble. Stringent conditions for bail
have also been established,” he
said.

Bihar cops blame NTA for delay in NEET probe

Arun Kumar
arunkr@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: The probeinto irregulari-
ties in this years NEET-UG would
have been concluded by now had
the National Testing Agency (NTA)
provided on time question paper
samples to match with a burnt
booklet recovered a day before the
May 5 exam from Patna, a senior
officer from Bihar police’s Eco-
nomic Offence Unit (EOU) alleged
on Tuesday.

The officer, requesting ano-
nymity, added it was for the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation
(CBI), which has now taken over
the cases registered in Bihar as
well as in Gujarat and Rajasthan
in connection with NEET-UG
irregularities, to take the probe
to its conclusion.

Giving details of the investiga-
tion conducted thus far by the

HT

Bandh in Rajkot to
mark 1 month of

game zone fire
RAJKOT: Main markets
in Gujarat’'s Rajkot city
wore a deserted look
and various other
establishments
remained closed on
Tuesday as a bandh was
observed to mark one
month of the fire
tragedy at a game zone
which claimed 27 lives.
Schools, colleges and
businesses remained
shut to support the
‘Rajkot bandh’ called by
the Congress. Police was
deployed at different
places and patrolling
was stepped up as part
of the security
arrangements.

Rao moves HC over

probe into BRS

govt's decisions
HYDERABAD: Former
Telangana CM K
Chandrasekhar Rao has
approached the high
court, seeking a
direction to stay all
further proceedings of
the commission of
inquiry, setup by the
Congress government,
to probe decisions taken
in the power sector
during the previous BRS
regime. In a writ
petition, he also
challenged an order
constituting a panel to
conduct a judicial
enquiry in the case.

Was manhandled

by traffic cops in
J&K NC leader

SRINAGAR: NC leader
Sameer Kaul alleged on
Tuesday that he was
manhandled by traffic
policemen, a charge
denied by the police,
which said he violated
the law and “assaulted”
cops. The NC called for a
swift and fair
investigation to address
the "misconduct”.

Police taking the accused to court in Patna on Sunday. HT

EOU, the officer blamed the NTA,
which conducted the medical
entrance exam, for delay in pro-
viding question paper samples to
the Bihar police.

“It was not sent and we could
get it only on June 20 when the
EOU was called to Delhi and the
issue was raised as to why the

samples were not sent despite
three reminders. Soon after we
got the sample there, we discov-
ered the (burnt) booklet
belonged to a centre at Oasis
School in Hazaribagh,” the EOU
officer told HT. “We were able to
match 68 questions (in the NTA
samples from those in the burnt

booklet) right there.”

After the Hazaribagh link was
established, a Bihar police’s team
under an additional superintend-
ent of police (ASP)-rank officer
was sent toexamine the two boxes
in which questions were trans-
ported to the exam centre, the offi-
cer said, adding both boxes had
been tampered with. The superin-
tendentatthe exam centre told the
police that the digital lockson the
boxes could not be opened due to
some technical issue and they
broke them open on the NTA's
direction, the officer added.

“There were two boxes and
both had their seals tampered with
from the rear side, while the front
portion was intact. The boxes had
two locks each —one manual and
one digital. The suspicion grew
after officials found that the
latches and hinges had been tamp-
ered with and the seal over them

was also affected,” the EOU officer
said. "The envelopes inside the
boxes had also been tampered
with from the rear side, while the
upper portion was intact. We have
sent all these evidences to the Cen-
tral Forensic Science Laboratory.”

The officer said the probe had
reached an advanced stage, with
the EOU establishing that the
boxes carrying question papers
were tampered with to compro-
mise the sanctity of the ques-
tions. “The digital locks can get
automatically locked if any
attempt is made to open them
with wrong quotes. We don't
know if similar situation arose at
other centres as well,” he added.

NH Khan, additional director
general of police, EOU, said the
matter is now with CBI and the
EOU will hand over whatever
credible evidences it has collected
to the federal agency.

{ AFTER LS POLL DEBACLE } DISSENT IN PARTY

Akali leaders seek Sukhbir’s resignation

Gurpreet Singh Nibber
and Navrajdeep Singh

letters@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Weeks after facing
a debacle in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions in Punjab, a section of senior
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) leaders
on Tuesday revolted against party
president Sukhbir Singh Badal and
demanded his resignation. The
party chief, in turn, labelled the
rebels as “frustrated elements
sponsored by the BJP".

Talking to reporters after chair-
ing a five-hour-long meeting of
senior SAD leaders in Jalandhar,
former lawmaker Prem Singh
Chandumaijra said that a “Shiro-
mani Akali Dal bachao”™ move-
ment will be launched on July 1.

Sukhbir Singh Badal

“The party president (Sukhbir
Singh Badal) should adopt the
path of tyag (sacrifice) and resign
from the top post for the better-
ment of the party,” Chandumajra
said, adding the people of Punjab
were dejected over the working of
the SAD. "In my opinion, he
should work for the party asa true
soldier of panth (community).”

Former SGPC chief Jagir Kaur,
former ministers Sikander Singh
Maluka, Surjit Singh Rakhra, Par-
minder Singh Dhindsa, Sarwan
Singh Phillaur and Sucha Singh
Chhotepur and former legislator
Gurpartap Singh Wadala also
attended the meeting.

Chandumajra said they have
decided to seek forgiveness for the
“past mistakes and shortcomings”
by party leadership at the Akal
Takht — the highest temporal
authority of the Sikhs —on July L.
Healsoannounced that the “Akali
Bachao Lehar” movement will be
launched on the same day.

The SAD faced a drubbing in
the Lok Sabha polls as it managed
to win only one of the 13 seats in
Punjab. Badal's wife and former

Union minister Harsimrat Kaur
Badal retained the Bathinda seat.
The party also faced defeats in
back-to-back assembly polls in
2017 and 2022.

Sukhbir Badal, who held a
meeting with party’s district unit
chiefs and assembly in-charges
at party headquarters in Chandi-
garh, said the “frustrated ele-
ments sponsored by the BJP”
were trying to weaken the party.

Citing the split in Shiv Sena in
Maharashtra, Badal said: "BJP
broke regional party (Shiv Sena)
but people rejected the dummy
creation.” Those present in the
meeting lauded Badal for not
stitching an alliance with the BJP
as a “principled decision for the
sake of the panth”.

{ MUMBAI § ILLEGAL HOARDING COLLAPSE KILLS 17

Yogesh Naik and
Manish Kumar Pathak

letters @hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Six weeks after an ille-
gally-erected outsized hoarding
crashed on a petrol pump at
Ghatkopar in Mumbai, killing 17
people and injuring 74, the Maha-
rashtra government suspended
additional director general of
police Quaiser Khalid, who was
commissioner of Government
Railway Police, when permission
was given to install the billboard.

Khalid's suspension follows
two adverse reports by the state
director general of police Rashmi
Shukla and DG, GRP, Dr Pradnya
Sarvade. The two reports blamed
him for sanctioning the hoard-
ings and petrol pump despite
objections from Maharashtra
State Police Housing and Welfare
Corporation.

The police investigation into
the crash also revealed that the
business partner of Khalid's wife
Summana received at least I55
lakh from Ego Media Private Lim-
ited, which erected the hoarding
in violation of the BMC norms.
This business partner allegedly
used the accounts of a dozen peo-
ple to deposit the 55 lakh, which
he later withdrew. On Tuesday,
an investigating officer told HT
that they have recorded the state-
ment of Govandi resident Mohd.
Arshad Khan, who is Quaisar
Khalid's wife Summana’s busi-
ness partner in a company called
Mahpara Garments, which spe-
cialises in chikankari work.

Khan’s name came up during
the questioning of Ego Media’s
former director Jahanvi Marathe,
who revealed in her statement
that Ego Media had issued several
blank chequesto Arshad Khanin
2021 and 2022 when Quaisar Kha-
lid gave them the approval to
install the hoardings along the

The billboard in Ghatkopar
crashed on May 13. PTI

Eastern Express Highway at
Ghatkopar without calling for
tenders, said the investigating
officer. Khan, who has no ostensi-
ble connection with Ego Media or
the hoarding business, then con-
vinced a dozen peoplein Govandi
to allow him to use their bank
accounts to deposit cheques
which amounted to a total of 355
lakh and which he subsequently
withdrew over time. Investigators
say they have information that
more money changed hand later
and that they are looking for a
second chain of transactions.

The SIT team has so far
arrested four people in connec-
tion with the crash. They are
Bhavesh Bhinde who owns Ego
Media, Manoj Ramkrishna
Sanghu, a BMC-approved civil
engineer who had issued a stabil-
ity certificate for the 140 feet x 120
feet hoardings, well knowing that
it exceeded permissible limits.
The other two, former director in
the company Jahanvi Marathe
and Sagar Kumbbhar, the contrac-
tor who erected the hoarding,
were arrested from Goa on June
8. All four are at present in judi-
cial custody.

During their investigation, the
police found that Marathe did not

IPS officer suspended
as report cites lapses

draft any agreement while award-
ing the contract to Kumbhar to
erect the hoarding but her com-
pany paid him a total around 1
crore for constructing the founda-
tion and the piling work for all the
four hoardings erected by Ego
Media at Ghatkopar.

Ego Media had applied for per-
mission to erect three more
hoardings on the same plot in
Ghatkopar in 2020, The permis-
sion was granted by the GRP,
which owns the land, with the
size of the hoardings stipulated at
40x40 feet. In July 2022, Bhinde
allegedly approached GRP com-
missioner Quaiser Khalid to
increase the size of the hoardings
to 80x80 feet and the length of the
tenure from 10 to 30 years. Bhinde
also sought permission for a
fourth hoarding for which a ten-
der was not issued. Khalid alleg-
edly approved the application in
December 2022 before handing
over the charge to his successor,
Ravindra Shisve.

Khalid, an IPS officer of 1997
batch, is at present posted as ADG
(protection of civil rights). He did
not respond to calls and messages
about his suspension.

The suspension order said the
state has decided to suspend Qua-
isar Khalid for administrative
lapses and irregularities in sanc-
tioning the hoarding without
approval of the DGP office, and by
deviating from the approved size
norms.

In the past, Khalid had depart-
mental inquiries during his ten-
ure as deputy commissioner of
police (ports) of Mumbai, for
alleged irregularities in purchases
in Nagpur, recruitment in
Wardha and for taking possession
of residential quarters when it
was not allocated to him. Last
year, all these departmental
probes were closed and he was
promoted as ADGP.

{ OVER VARIOUS DEMANDS }

Farmers say ready to
restart talks W1th go

Karam Prakash

letters@ hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: Farmers protesting at
Shambhu border in Patiala district
of Punjab on Tuesday said they are
ready to restart talks with the
Union government over various
demands, even though they are yet
to get any fresh formal invitation
from concerned officials toresolve
the ongoing deadlock.

“We have always been open for
talks with the Centre. We did not
run away from table talks. We
have not been invited so far but if
invited, we will definitely hold
talks,” said Sarwan Singh Pandher,
convener of Kisan Mazdoor Mor-
cha (KMM), a splinter group of the
Samyukta Kisan Morcha or SKM
(non-political) that is spearhead-
ing the protest.

The SKM (non-political) said it
was hopeful of a resolution with a
change in leadership in the agri-
culture ministry. Shivraj Singh
Chouhan was recently appointed
as the Union agriculture minister
under the new Narendra Modi-led
government. Earlier, the portfolio
was held by Arjun Munda.

“There is a change of guard in
the agriculture ministry. Let's see
whatthey have to offer and if they
invite us for talks in the coming
days,” SKM (non-political) con-
vener Jagjeet Singh Dallewal said.

HT reached out to the agricul-
ture ministry for a comment but
did not get one immediately.
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The stirat Shambhu bﬂl der

A farmers’ uprising has gripped
the Punjab-Haryana border since
February 13, with the cultivators
seeking legal guarantees for
higher crop prices, relaxation of
strict environmental regulations,
pensions and withdrawal of police
cases filed against them during
the 2020-21 farmers’ protests
against the now-repealed three
agricultural laws.

The farmers tried to ram
through dense layers of police bar-
ricading and head towards Delhi
but were kept at bay by policeand
security officials, who resorted to
tear gas shells, water cannons and
baton-charging,

The farmers are being led by
two groups - SKM (non-political)
and Kisan Mazdoor Sangh Com-
mittee — and have already made
efforts to march towards Delhi,
after multiple rounds of talks with
the government failed to yield
desired results. The previous
round of talks between the Centre
and protesting farmers were held
on February 18, 15,12 and 8 but all
ended in deadlocks.

INDIA COMMITTED
10 BIOFUELS FOR
A SUSTAINABLE
PLANET, SAYS JOSHI

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHL: India is committed to
promoting biofuels for a “sustaina-
ble planet” and will soon achieve
its 20% blending target, Union
food and consumer affairs minis-
ter Pralhad Joshi said on Tuesday;,
as he inaugurated the 64th council
meeting of the International Sugar
Association (ISO), which India is
chairing.

Experts from over 30 countries
are participating in the meeting to
discuss and deliberate on the
future possibilities, challenges,
and strategies in sugar and allied
sectors. India had last hosted the
41st session of the council meeting
of theISOin 2012,

“The government of India
under the leadership of honoura-
ble prime minister accords top
priority to the welfare of farmers
and safeguarding interest of con-
sumers as well as the industry,
thereby ensuring collaborative
efforts to improve agricultural
practices,” Joshi said.

He said India was proud to host
the ISO conference and reiterated
it's commitment to advancing
technology and skills in the sugar
and biofuel sectors. India is cultur-
ally and economically reliant on
sugar, the minister said, adding
that the country was the world’s
largest sugar consumer and a sig-
nificant biofuel producer, achiev-
ing over 12% ethanol blending with
petrol and aiming for 20% soon.

{ CAPTIVE ELEPHANTS TRANSFER }

Jairam writes to Centre
over ‘loopholes’ in rules

Jayashree Nandi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: New rules to transfer
captive elephants from one area of
the country to another that were
notified by the Centre in March
leaves loopholes that could poten-
tially be misused, Congress MP
and former environment minister
Jairam Ramesh said on Tuesday.

The Captive Elephant (Transter
and Transport) Rules 2024 noti-
fied on March 14 do not address
the issue of both wild capture and
commercial trade of captive ele-
phants, especially from the north-
east to the rest of the country,
Ramesh said in a letter toenviron-
ment minister Bhupender Yadav.

Ramesh had earlier objected to
the broad exception being intro-
duced to the non-commercial
transfer of elephants created by
the Wildlife Protection (Amend-
ment) Bill 2022 under the clause
“for any other purpose™. “This was
contrary to the recommendation
of the standing committee (of
which Ramesh was chairman)
that had examined the bill in

ORGANISATIONS
SUGGESTED THE
GOVT PUBLISHES A
LIST OF ELEPHANTS
THAT ARE ELIGIBLE
FORTRANSFER WITH
VALID PERMITS

detail,” Ramesh wrote in the letter.
“Thad supported the exception for
religious purpose, although the
Rules should have specified this
exception further,” he said.

“You had assured the House
that "any other purpose’ will be
clarified in the Rules. Unfortu-
nately, the Rules doNOT still clar-
ify what ‘any other purpose’
means. This leaves wide gaps for
misuse,” he wrote.

Animal welfare organisations
and conservationists have criti-
cised the rules and recommended
that the environment ministry
publish a finite list of elephants
that are eligible for transfer with
valid permits. The ministry did not
immediately respond to the letter.

Extreme weather, erratic rain
hurt marginal farmers: Report

T

Jayashree Nandi

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Smallholder farmers
in India are reporting crop losses
due to erratic and extreme rain-
fall induced partly by climate
change, according to a report by
Forum of Enterprises for Equita-
ble Development, an independ-
ent non-profit.

Nearly 50% of rice and wheat
farmers surveyed for the analysis
reported crop loss due to the last
extreme weather event to hit
them. Of them, 50% lost at least
half their standing rice crop dur-
ing the event, while 42% lost at
least half of their standing wheat
crop, the report found. On an
average, each marginal farmer
faced aloss of 8,400 for rice and
39,200 for winter wheat, said the
report released on Tuesday.

The researchers surveyed 6,615
farmers across 20 statesin India,
providing a granular view of how
climate change is impacting
them. Around 41% of respondents
said extreme weather events were
related to drought or seasons with
scanty rainfall, while close to one
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A marginal farmer cultivates
up to one hectare of land.

in three reported excessive or
unseasonal rain.

In India, a marginal farmer cul-
tivates up to one hectare of land.
Farming households owning less
than two hectares of land was as
much as 89.4% of total agricultur-
ist households in India, according
to a 2019 survey by the National
Sample Survey Office.

A little less than a quarter of
the respondents cited early with-
drawal or late arrival of the
monsoon, which adversely
impact their cropping cycle, the
FEED report said. Excessive
rainfall leading to floods was
reported by over 17% of the sur-
vey participants. Only less than
10% of the farmers reported no
crop loss due to extreme

weather, the report said.

“Farmers have seemingly
adapted well to extreme tempera-
ture events. Over 40% of them
reported either no crop loss or
only a small proportion of their
crops were affected by prolonged
summer, an excessive number of
hot days,” the report said. “The
most significant impact has been
due to excessive or non-seasonal
rains, prolonged winter condi-
tions, droughts and floods, with
over 50% of farmers reporting
that half or more of their standing
crops have been lost.”

Rice, vegetables and pulses are
significantly affected by the une-
ven rainfall distribution,

“There are two things we are
seeing across the country. In June
and July, monsoon breaks are
becoming longer, which is delay-
ing sowing. Then there is
extremely heavy rain episodes in
September and October, which is
like a double impact. Surviving
these two are becoming difficult
for farmers in most regions,”
Ramanjaneyulu GV, executive
director, Centre for Sustainable
Agriculture said.

MI.A’s kin booked for
holding official ‘hostage’

Yogendra Lumba
Letters@hindustantimes.com

BHOPAL/GUNA: An FIR was regis-
tered on Tuesday against Anirudh
Meena, brother-in-law of Cha-
chaura MLA Priyanka Meena of
the Bharatiya Janata Party, for
holding a deputy director of agri-
culture hostage, threatening him
and demanding 50 lakh.

The deputy director, Ashok
Kumar Upadhyay, wrote a letter to
Guna SP Sanjeev Kumar Sinha to
this effect. “Chachaura BJP MLA
Privanka Meena's brother-in-law
and MLA representative Anirudh
Meena held me hostage for an
hour and demanded 350 lakh,” he
wrote. "He abused me.”

“A case has been registered
against Anirudha Meena and an
unidentified man under various
sections of the Indian Penal Code.
A probe is underway,” said Divya
Rajawat Chanchoda, subdivisional
officer of police.

“Anirudh called me on June 20
and said MLA Madam has called
me to Penchi office. Since was on
duty for School Chalo Abhiyan, I
didn’t go,” Upadhyay said in his
complaint. “I was asked to come

on June 21 I reached her office
along with department official
and a driver.  met Anirudh Meena
there. He inquired about the avail-
ability of fertiliser. I sent him the
information on WhatsApp.

“Later, I told him that I had to
go to the collector’s office for a
meeting regarding fertilisers from
12 noon. He made me sit in
another room next to him. Meena
and another man came and closed
the door. Theysaid... youare earn-
ing a lot of money. Give 250 lakh
as crores have been spent in the
elections,” he said. “They threat-
ened to implicate me in a false
case, or kill me, if I shared this...”

Reacting to theincident, Union
telecom minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia said: “Iread itin the paper
today. I have clearly said that in
Guna, Shivpuri and Ashoknagar,
whether it is the chairman, MLA,
my relative, colleague, partner,
whoever it is, no one will be
spared,” he said. “Right is right,
wrong is wrong.”

Anirudh Meena refuted the
allegations, saying: “We were
receiving complaints related to fer-
tiliser, so we just discussed it with
deputy director Upadhyaya.”
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1100+ LPU students get
R10L264L packages; top

students avera

[.PU student
Yasir got a
package of 33
crore froman I'T
company

Lovely Professional University
is achieving new heights
every year by breaking its
own boundaries in the field of
placements. This year's LPU
batch of 2022-23 achieved
record success in the placement
season. More than 1100 students
of the university secured
packages ranging from 210
lakh to 64 lakh. According to
placement records, the average
package of the top 10 percent
of LPU students is 12.3 lakh.
This number is higher than the
average of many top IITs. This is
strengthening LPU's reputation
as a university leading in talent
development.

2018 batch LPU student
Yasir M secured a package of
33 crore in an IT company. At
the same time, another student
Pawan Kunchala has received
a package of U crore from IT
company TC Central.

Among the students of 2023-
24 batch, Yashasvi Yaduvanshi
and Harsh Vardhan of BTech
Computer Science and
Engineering have recently
secured a handsome package

of ¥52.08 lakh at Microsoft.
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Apart from this, a student of
Mechanical Engineering of
2022-23 batch secured the
highest CTC of ¥54.9 lakh. On
the other hand, Architecture
and MBA students have received
packages of ¥31.69 and 329.3
lakh respectively.

Hundreds of LPU graduates
are currently working in
prestigious positions with over
1 Crore packages at renowned
companies like Microsolft,
Apple, Google, Amazon and
many more. LPU students
have received more than
5500 placement offers from
Amazon, TCS, Bosch, Trident,
Federal Bank, Bank of America,
Flipkart, Cipla, LG Electronics,
Qatar Highways, P&O Cruises,
Torrent Pharmaceutical, IndiGo
and many other prestigious
Fortune 500 companies. This
offer is related to the field of
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Engineering Management,
Hotel and Tourism, Medical,
Agriculture, Social Science etc.
More than 350 companies that
place students from I1Ts, NITs
and IIMs, also recruit students
from LPU. Participation of
multinational companies
in campus recruitment and
selection of students on the
best package also reflects LPU's
commitment to educate the
students as well as make them
skilled according to the changes
coming in the industry.

LPU Chancellor and Member
of Parliament (Rajya Sabha)
Dr. Ashok Kumar Mittal said
that LPU is always committed
to promote intellectual and
interpersonal growth among
its students for their better
future and progress. LPU's
Career Services Division and
mentors play a very important
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role in fulfilling the dreams of
the students. LPU's engin eering
program has achieved its
best rank among educational
institutions across the world.
The admission process for the

2024 batch at LPU has already
started and the last date for
submission of application form
is closing soon. Admission to
LPU is highly competitive. To get
admission into the university,
students have to clear the
entrance exam, "LPUNEST
2024” and interview in selected
programs. To learn more about
the examination and admission
process, interested students can
visit the website www.lpu.in

Scan to apply
now or visit
2 www.lpu.in

JOINT CENTRE OF
EXCELLENCE IN
SUSTAINABILITY

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

CHENNAI: The University of
Leeds, UK and the Indian Insti-
tute of Technology Madras (IIT
Madras) have signed a memo-
randum of understanding (MoU)
to set up a joint virtual centre of
excellence on Sustainable Devel-
opment (VCoE-SD).

The MoU facilitates the devel-
opment of collaborative
research projects and the organi-
sation of joint academic activi-
ties, including courses, conferen-
ces, seminars, symposia, and lec-
tures. Additionally, it aims to
promote the exchange of
research and teaching person-
nel, student placements and
exchanges, and the sharing of
publications and other materials
of mutual interest.

British Deputy High Commis-
sioner to Chennai, Oliver Ball-
hatchet said, “Tt was an honour
to witness the signing of the
MoU between IIT Madras and
the University of Leeds. This
partnership showcases how aca-
demic and research partnerships
between the UK and India can
address global challenges and
create sustainable solutions. As
the University of Leeds cele-
brates 25 years of engagement in
India, this MoU highlights the
enduring commitment to foster-
ing academic excellence and
driving progress that benefits
both our nations and the world
at large.” Vasilis Sarhosis, chair
in resilient structures and infra-
structure at the School of Civil
Engineering, University of Leeds,
expressed enthusiasm about the
partnership, stating, “We are
delighted to join forces with IIT
Madras, a leader in technologi-
cal and scientific research”.

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,

P.H. DIVISION, BALANGIR

Email. ID — eephbgr@yahoo.co.in. / Ph. No — (06652 — 234647)
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement

C-83

r} Gurukula Kangri (Deemed to be University) Haridwar
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(Funded by Mininistry of Education/UGC, Gowvt. of India)

Admission Notice (Session 2024-25)
Online Applications are invited for admission to the following courses:

1 14 Years UG Programmes Under NEP 2020

* B.Sc./B.Sc. Hons. (Physics/Maths/Chemistry/ Computer Science/
Zoology/ Botany/ Microbiology/ Environmental Science)/ B.Sc.
Hons (Yogic Science)/ B.B.AHons/B.P.E.S.

Education

NEW DELHI YMCA
Established 1927

@
L {ie

COURSES
OFFERED

6 months Course
= Fine Arts

= Graphic Designing

= Embroidery Design
= Fashion illustration
= Cutting and Tailoring
Leather Design
Dress Designing

Make Up Artistry

= One Year Diploma in Fashion Designing

= One Year Diploma in Interior Designing

= One Year Diploma in Apparel and Retail Merchandising
= Two Year Advanced Diploma in Fashion Designing

= Two Year Advanced Diploma in Interior Designing

* Three Year Advanced Diploma in Interior Designing

= One Year Diploma in Beauty Therapy

= One Year Diploma in Fine Arts

<K

3 months Course

= Fashion Marketing & Merchandising
* Foundation Course in Interior Designing

“Empowering Communities, One Lesson at a
Time : YMCA’s Educational Impact”

NEW DELHI YMCA

INSTITUTE FOR FASHIU(I}lFT[E]I%HNUI.ﬂGY AND DESIGN

* Fine Arts

= Textile Dyeing and Printing

= AUTO CAD Application in Interior Designing

* Residential Interior

= Photoshop and Corel Draw Application in
Fashion Designing

= Pattern Making Software for Fashion Designing
*Beauty Culture
*Hair Designing (2months)
*Nail Art and Nail Extension (1 month)

SHORT TERM
COURSES

TIT5] New Delhi YMCA,1 Jai Singh Road, New Delhi - 110001

TEL : - 43644015, Mobile No. 7042088311

Toll Free : 18001214180 _ |
4 Email ID : iom@newdelhiymca.in, Website : www.newdelhiymca.in
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EDUSPHERE
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GNITED MINDS

NSPIRED SOULS

* JAYPEE INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

(Deemed to be University)
A-10, Sector 62, Noida, Gautam Buddh Nagar - 201 309 (U.P.)

AICTE Approved | UGC Approved | NAAC Accredited | NIRF Ranked

DEVELOP NEW ADVANCED SKILLS
AS YOU DO M.Sc AT JIIT

M.Sc Programm : 20-50% Fee waliver as per CGPA

4

Certificate Course : Option for additional
certificate course (No additional Fee)

Invitation for Bid (IFB) Dtd. 21.06.2024

* B.A./B.A.Hons.(Veda/Sanskrit/Philosophy/History/Hindi/English/

Physics

Office Of The Superintending Engineer M.B.A/M.B.A. (B.E)

S| Bid | Estimated 1 Availability of Bid Music/ Psychology)
o| Nemw ot Work Identﬁi: hwan Cﬂfiﬁ"" CﬁLaiSr:n?fm Cz‘:l;ﬁgt?;n gjf::‘;}';tmf.”“; M.Sc. (Physics/Environmental Science/Chemistry/Mathematics/
Utiity shifting of Microbiology)/M.C.A./M.Pharm./B.Pharm./B.Pharm.Il Year
water supply pipe | SE PHBGR (Lateral Entry)/D.Pharma./ M.P.Ed./B.P.Ed./B.]. (Hindi)
line and tube wells | 02/2024-25 B A M.A. (Veda/Sanskrit/Hindi/Philosophy/Psychology/English/A.l.
1| fromthe ROW of DL 185.92 Class 08 Months. {01.07.2024 15.07.2024 History Cul. & Archaeology/Yogic Science/lyatirvigyan & Vedic
4- lane road of Binika | 21.06.2024 _
NAC." Karmkand/ Music)
P.G. Diploma (Yogic Sci./Industrial Health, Safety and Environment)
Name & Adress of Officer Inviting Bid: The Superintending Engineer

Public Health Division, Balangir At-Tulasinagar,

B.Tech./B.Tech. Il Year Lateral Entry (CSE/ECE/EE/ME)

Po/Dist-Balangir Pin-767001, Odisha Phone-06652-234647

E-mail:-eephbgr@yahoo.co.in
* Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement portal " hitps://www.tenderodisha.gov.in
* All amendments, time extension, clarifications etc. will be uploaded in the website only. Bidders should regularly
visit the above website to keep themselves updates.

Superintending Engineer, P.H. Division, Balangir
OIPR - 13005/11/0008/2425

| Ph.D./D.Litt/D.Sc. (9) Certificate Courses
' For further details, visit our website: www.gkv.ac.in
Mob.: 9309455455 (Toll Free), 7300761138

Engineering Diploma (Mechanical/Electrical)/ Dip. Vedic Paurohitya

MSc Programe
*  Microbiology

Economics
Mathematics

All Students
All Students

Enviromental Biotechnology

Certificate Courses
Al for Biotechnology

Al for Biotechnology

FINTECH

Maths & Computing
Computational Physics
Data Analytics

Al for youth Certification by
INTEL (With Nominal Fee)

Apply online at :

TS Ho Elo Telo—33004 /99 REGD. NO. D. L.-33004/99
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MINISTRY OF ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS
NOTIFICATION

New Delhi, the 14th June 2024

S.0. 2334(E).—-Whereas by the notification of the Government of India in the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways,
2968(E) Dated: 05/07/2023, published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part |l, Section 3, Sub-section (ii) issued under sub-section
(1) of section 3A of the National Highway Act, 1956 (48 of 1956) (hereinafter referred to as the said Act), the Central Government
declared its intention to acquire the land specified in the Schedule annexed to the said notification for construction and widenig of
NH123(507) from single / intermediate lane to two lane in the stretch from Km. 75 to Km. 101 (Rikhau to Muradi) in the district of
UTTARKASHI in the state of UTTARAKHAND

And whereas the substance of the said notification has been published in "Amar Ujala" and "Times of India" both dated
11/07/2023 ; under sub-section (3) of section 3A of the said Act;

And whereas the Competent Authority has received objections filed under Section 3-C, considered and settled the same
appropriately;

And whereas, in pursuance of sub-section (1) of section 3D of the said Act, the Competent Authority has submitted its report
to the Central Government;

Now, therefore, upon receipt of the said report of the Competent Authority and in exercise of the powers conferred by the
sub-section (1) of section 3D of the said Act, the Central Government hereby declares that the land specified in the said Schedule should
be acquired for the aforesaid purpose;

And further, in pursuance of sub-section (2) of section 3D of the said Act, the Central Government hereby declares that on
publication of this notification in the Official Gazette, the land specified in the said Schedule shall vest absolutely in the Central
Government, free from all encumbrances.

. 2216]
No. 2216]

SCHEDULE
Brief description of the land to be acquired, with or without structure, falling within the NH123(507) in the stretch of land from
Km. 75 to Km. 101 (Rikhau to Muradi) in the district of UTTARKASHI in the state of UTTARAKHAND

3580 GI/2024

District: UTTARKASHI
https://egazette.gov.in
Publication Date: 14/06/2024
https://egazette.gov.in
https://bhoomirashi.gov.in
Note : The physical copy of this notification is also available at the office of CALA/PIU/PMU/RO/ED and Landowners may also see the
notification there.

File Number: NH-123-UR-2017-18-535(LA)
ABHAY JAIN, Dy. Secy.

www.getadmissions.com/jaypee

Last Date of applications 15 July 2024

Contact Admission Cell :

+91- 7428630800/600, +91 (120) 2594400/300

Registrar m ——— e
Visit us at : www.jiit.ac.in P4 admission@jiit.ac.in
NIT No. 133/C.E/2023-24 s Date : 25-06-24
(E-Pracuremeut Tender Notlc@
Municipal Corporation Kanpur invites percentage-rate bids on http://etender.up.nic.in from eligible bidders for the following
package under the CM-GRID Scheme.
Durati
Total - on of | Tender
a4 arnest 1 "
Estimated Cost EERIme Money Comstr KR :
: s d Cost of : uction | Includi
Excluding GST Deposit :
Sl Length Work : Work ng
Pack : (Rs. Lakh) (Rs. in . .

: Nagar e Included Roads of (Rs. In Lakh) (im GST in
N | Nigam Ng{} Road Lakh) Months) Rs
" () Mainte

Constru | nance
ction For 5
Years
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
| work of widening and
KMC strengthening of the streich 15
| | Municipal | /cM | from NH 19 via Rajaram | 43 393424 | 49.83 | 3984.07 | 50.00 49372
Corporation intersection to Hamirpur main Month
Kanpur | G-01 | road (430 km) in front of
Namak Factory intersection,
under Zone-02.
Municipal . | work of widening and
Corporation) KMC | gtrenpthening of the streich
Kanpur - 15
2 /M | from NH 19 via Rajaram 6.05 | 6084.15 | 67.39 | 6151.54 | 61.51 74949
ﬁ intersection to Hamirpur main Month
G-02 | rpad (4.30 km) in front of
Namak Factory intersection,
under Zone-03,
Municipal work of widening and
Corporation| KMC | g4renothening of the stretch _
DA | from Baba Kuti intersect . o .
3 CM rom baba Kutl imtersecuonto | 9 34 2026.17 19.80 | 204597 | 30.69 263503
Alankar Guest ITouse (length Month
G-03 | 2134 km) via Sote Baba Mandir
1s being camied out, under
Zone-03
cameem | RMC | woik of widening and 15
4 | Kanpur |/CM | strengthening of the stretch 1.15 10692 | 15.03 | 108423 | 21.68 15154
(1.15 km) from Bagiya Maonth
G-04 Crossing Kalyanpur to Kesa
Office under Zone-06
Tender sell and open date and time
ST.no. Detail Date and Time
1 Date and Time of E-Tender Download/Start 29/06/2024, 12:00PM
2 Last date and Time for Raising Querics (08/07/2024 3.00 PM
2 Date and Time for E-Tender Pre-bid meeting 12/07/2024 3:00 PM URIDA Head Quarter, Directorate urban
local Bodies Lucknow/Online
Email:-chielengineernagarnigam(@gmail.com
3 Last Date and Time of tender Submission 06/08/2024. (03:00 PM
4 Date and Time for Tender opening 06/08/2024, 04:00 PM
The details can be seen on htip://etender.nic.in w.e.l. 29.06.2024. Chief Engineer
Nagar Nigam Kanpur
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FORMER J&K HC BAR
ASSOCIATION HEAD
ARRESTED FOR
LAWYER'S MURDER
IN 2020, SAY COPS

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: Former president of
Jammu & Kashmir High Court
Bar Association, Mian Qayoom,
was arrested on Tuesday for his
alleged involvement in the
murder of fellow advocate
Babar Qadri in Srinagar in
2020, the J&K police said.

Qayoom was taken into cus-
tody by the J&K police’s State
Investigation Agency (SIA),
which took over the case in
July 2023.

“The former high court bar
association president was
arrested from Srinagar,” a sen-
ior police officer said, adding
the arrest was in connection
with the murder of advocate
Qadri.

The officer refused to
divulge further details.

Qadri was shot dead outside
his residence in Hawal area of
Old City on September 24,
2020. The advocate had nar-
rowly survived an assassina-
tion attempt in 2018.

Hours before his murder,
Qadri, in a Facebook live ses-
sion, alleged he was receiving
threat messages after he had
written against then bar body’s
chief Qayoom over wrongdo-
ings in the association’s elec-
tions. He had earlier alleged
that Qayoom used militant
threats and forced his rivals to
withdraw from bar association
polls.

In January, the high court
transferred the case to a
Jammu court from Srinagar on
a petition filed by the SIA.

“For a fair and impartial trial
of a criminal case, it is impera-
tive that the witnesses are in a
position to depose in an atmos-
phere, which is free and not
hostile,” the court had said.

QADRI ALLEGED HE

LOK SABHA SPEAKER

Congress has nominated its can-
didate for the Speaker’s post,”
parliamentary affairs minister
Kiren Rijiju said.

As the numbers stand, the
BJP-led NDA, backed by key
allies such as the Telugu Desam
Party and Janata Dal United,
has 293 votes in the 543-mem-
ber House, and is likely to be
backed by others such as the
YSR Congress Party. The INDIA
bloc has 236 members and
might get the support of some
smaller outfits and independ-
ents.

Major parties have issued
three-line whips for the
speaker’s election on Wednes-
day at llam. If the numbers
hold, Birla is set to be the only
speaker after Balram Jakharin
1985 to get two full terms.

The second day of the 18th
Lok Sabha began on a dramatic
note.

On Thursday evening,
defence minister Rajnath Singh
called Congress president Malli-
karjun Kharge to build consen-
sus on Birla’s candidature.
Kharge, according to Congress
leaders, told Singh that the
Opposition will support Birla if
the deputy speaker’s post is
given to a member from the
Opposition.

However, as BJP leaders
claimed Singh was in touch
with Kharge, Rahul Gandhi
announced at 11.25am that the
Opposition didn’t receive any
confirmation of their demand.
At 11.30am, with just half an
hour left for the nominations to
close, Congress leader KC Venu-
gopal and DMK’s TR Baalu met
Union home minister Amit
Shah.

According to Suresh, “Shah
told our leaders to support the
speaker and sign the nomina-
tion paper, and that we'll dis-
cuss the deputy speaker post
atter the election. This was not
accepted.”

At 11.40am, Venugopal asked
Suresh to file his nomination. “I
rushed to the Lok Sabha to get
signatures of the INDIA bloc
leaders,” Suresh said.

imposed for the selection of the
custodian of the House. In the
last Lok Sabha, the deputy
speaker’s position was vacant.

Rijiju criticised the Congress
for nominating Suresh. “We
have been speaking to the floor
leaders of the opposition parties
since yesterday. Till date there
has not been an election for the
Speaker's post,” he said.

Responding to the Opposi-
tion's allegation that the govern-
ment dithered on agreeing to
their demand for the deputy
speaker’s post, Rijiju said,
“When Union ministers Rajnath
Singh, Amit Shah and other
NDA leaders were present for
the discussion on the speaker’s
post, Congress leaders put a
condition that they will support
the speaker, if they get the dep-
uty speaker’s post... this cannot
be done. Both have a separate
electoral procedure and cannot
be linked.”

Elections for the speaker’s
post have been held thrice
before — the first time in 1952,
when there was a contest
between GV Mavalankar and
Shankar Shantaram, then in
1967 between Neelam Sanjeeva
Reddy and Opposition candi-
dates Shankar Shantaram More,
Tenniti Vishwanathan, Jagan-
natharao Joshi, and then in
1976, during the Emergency
between Baligram Bhagat and
Jagannath Rao. In all three
cases, the ruling party's nomi-
nees, Mavalankar, Bhagat and
Reddy, emerged victorious.

NDA constituents such as the
TDP and the JD(U) also criti-
cised the Congress and other
Opposition parties for not lend-
ing unconditional support for
the speaker’s election. “The gov-
ernment reached out to the
opposition for building consen-
sus, but it seems they want to
politicise the issue,” said TDP
leader and Union minister Ram
Mohan Naidu.

The Opposition said Kharge
had clearly told Rajnath Singh
that Opposition support in the
speaker’s election hinged on
getting the deputy speaker’s
spot.

when the Trinamool Congress
pointed out that it had not been
consulted by the Congress
ahead of announcing the name.
According to people aware of
the details, Rahul Gandhi then
spoke to TMC leader Abhishek
Bannerjee to build consensus
and iron out differences.

Samajwadi Party’s Akhilesh
Yadav also concurred with the
Congress on the deputy
speaker’s post being given to the
Opposition. “The demand of the
Opposition was that the deputy
speaker should be of the Oppo-
sition... Our party’s opinion is
also the same,” he said.

Suresh said the government
was dispensing with conven-
tions. “Earlier everybody unani-
mously agreed on the speaker’s
name. Now the government
appears adamant... they don't
want to support the opposition
and cooperate. First, they
denied the pro-tem Speaker’s
post (to the opposition) and now
they are not giving the deputy
speaker’s post,” he said.

The government chose BJP
member Bhartruhari Mahtab as
the pro-tem speaker, which was
challenged by the Opposition
that backed Suresh, an eight-
term MP. The government later
argued that it chose Mahtab
since he had seven consecutive
terms, a requisite as per conven-
tion.

Shiv Sena (UBT) lawmaker
Arvind Sawant also criticised
the government for overlooking
the Opposition’s demand. He
said in 2014, when the BJP’s
Sumitra Mahajan was elected as
speaker, AIADMK's M Thambi
Durai was the deputy speaker.
“This was the convention and
the tradition... but in the last
term the government was high-
handed and there was no dep-
uty speaker. This time the
Opposition is powerful and
when they asked for our sup-
port for the speaker, we said we
will give, but give us the deputy
speaker’s post. To that the gov-
ernment said it will be dis-
cussed subsequently...,” he said.

Birla, who is a lawmaker
from Kota in Rajasthan, was

{ FROM PAGE 1}
KEJRIWAL ORDER

larities in Delhi's now-scrapped
2021-22 excise policy.

The AAP leader’s legal team,
led by senior advocates
Abhishek Singhvi and Vikram
Chaudhary, argued that the
lower court had suggested that
the judge dealt with all argu-
ments and contentions. The HC
said that portion of the ruling
did not “inspire any confidence”
that the judge had taken into
account “entire material
brought on record” against Kej-
riwal.

The lower court, while ruling
in favour of Kejriwal, had held
that there was a lack of direct
evidence implicating the CM
and a potential bias in the ED’s
approach, listing out what it
said were several missing
aspects in its contention.

The HC took a strong view of
the lower court order. “The
observation made by the vaca-
tion judge is uncalled for,
unwarranted and out of context.
The vacation judge should
refrain from making such
observations in the order. The
vacation judge was required to
consider every important and
relevant document at time of
passing of order.”

Kejriwal's legal team has
challenged in the Supreme
Court the HC's interim stay
ordered on Friday, which pre-
vented his release following the
lower court's bail decision. On
Tuesday, AAP leaders said they
disagreed with the HC ruling
and will now challenge that too.
“I think the high court bench
was prejudiced. We will
approach the higher court. Our
legal team will decide the strat-
egy and the time when we
approach the higher court,” said
party leader Saurabh Bhar-
adwaj.

Additional solicitor general
SV Raju, representing the ED,
argued that the trial court failed
to consider the stringent condi-
tion required under the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) for granting bail: the
trial court, under Section 45 of
the law, must come to a prima

“The trial court should have at
least recorded its satisfaction
about fulfilment of twin condi-
tions of section 45 of PMLA
before passing the impugned
order”, the HC order added.

Singhvi had rebutted the
prosecution’s contention that it
did not get enough time to
argue in the trial court and said
that Kejriwal did not misuse the
interim bail granted to his client
by the Supreme Court, which,
he pointed out, took into
account all objections and con-
tentions raised by the federal
agency. Justice Jain said that "at
this stage” it could not be said
that Kejriwal's arrest and
remand was not in accordance
with law and his personal lib-
erty was curtailed without fol-
lowing the procedure estab-
lished by law.

The HC noted that the
interim bail by the Supreme
Court was on merits but against
the backdrop of the 18th Lok
Sabha general elections.

The case against the CM
stems from allegations of irreg-
ularities in Delhi’'s now-
scrapped excise policy of
2021-22, which the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
began probing following a rec-
ommendation by Delhi’s lieu-
tenant governor in July 2022,

Late on Tuesday, AAP leaders
said that the second federal
agency, CBI, was planning to
arrest the CM. "At a time when
there isa cent per cent possibil-
ity that Arvind Kejriwal will get
bail from the Supreme Court,
sources have informed me that
the Centre is conspiring to regis-
ter a fake CBI case against the
Delhi CM and get him arrested
by the CBI. The entire nation
can see this and is standing in
solidarity with Arvind Kejri-
wal,” said AAP Rajya Sabha
member Sanjay Singh.

THE LOWER
COURT, RULING IN
FAVOUR OF
KEJRIWAL, HELD
THAT THERE WAS A

ullah Gurbaz’s top-score of 43
and the leg-spinner then cap-
tured 4/23 to dazzle with the
ball alongside pacer Naveen-ul-
Haq (4/26), who was the player-
of-the-match.

Bangladesh had to achieve
their targetin 12.1 overs to edge
out their two rivals, but Afghan
bowlers picked wickets to pre-
vent that before Naveen-ul-Haq
sealed victory with two scalps
off successive balls in the 18th
OVer.

In a sense it wasn't a huge
upset by Afehanistan because of
their rise in the shortest format
and their defeat of Australia
earlier in the Super 8s. The
squad members and fans in the
stadium were overcome with
emotion after last man Mustafi-
zur Rahman was trapped leg
before.

By the time the last Bangla-
desh wicket fell, their English
head coach Jonathan Trott, who
had merrily agreed tothe team
barber shaving his bald head for
a dressing room bonding exer-
cise, was in a tight huddle with
the players. Cricket-mad Kabul
erupted in celebration of their
heroes.

Thousands of Afghan fans
were on the streets celebrating.
Roohullah Bawari, a sports pre-
senter, had turned a hero too.
“It's because I interview cricket-
ers who they love so much, they
want to meet me, Imagine how
popular Rashid and his team
are here,” Roohullah said over a
call from Kabul.

Rohullah, who once bowled
to Rashid at an academy now
named after the player, presents
cricket for Ariana TV, rights
holders of the tournament in
Afghanistan. “The coverage is
free, whether on TV or digital,
and there has been huge viewer-
ship. We also have an audience
among Afghan people in Paki-
stan and Iran.”

Afghanistan cricket's rise
though has been a turbulent
voyage over the decades. Their
current squad members have
honed their skills and tactical
sense playing in T20 leagues
across the globe year around

dekhe (that day I saw players on
a high without having had a
drink),” Ajay Jadeja, who was
Afghanistan’s mentor at that
World Cup, told the ‘Caught
Behind’ YouTube channel.

“I am delighted for them.
When I took over in 2016,
Rashid had just started out; they
were all raw,” Lalchand Rajput,
former Afghanistan coach, said.
“To give an example, we had an
ODI in Bangladesh where we
needed 13 runs to win in the
final over and the batters could
only think of hitting hard and
long. We lost. It was Naveen-ul-
Haq's debut.”

An emotional Naveen said at
the post-match presentation:
“We have worked so hard. We
were dreaming and working for
this day. To see it happen is a
surreal experience.”

Minutes after the win, Rashid
spoke of Afghanistan erupting
in joy. Jalalabad, Nangarhar,
Khost, Paktiya, everywhere
there were fan parks and giant
screens. Even where there
weren’t, streets were flooded
with people rejoicing.

“It's a big achievement for the
people of Afghanistan and our
cricket board. Thousands have
been on the roads,” said Sayed
Naseem Saddat, Afghanistan
Cricket Board spokesperson.
"People have been coming in big
numbers outside the main gate
of ACB headquarters in Kabul.
Cricket is the greatest source of
happiness and pleasure in
Afghanistan.”

At last year’s ODI World Cup,
Afghanistan were the giant-kill-
ers, beating England, Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. They
may have some distance to
travel in 50-over cricket, but
T20 cricket is their format of
choice. Wins against Australia
and New Zealand in this tourna-
ment show that they have
arrived.

“Brian Lara was the only per-
son who mentioned Afghani-
stan would be in the semis. We
will tell him when we meet him
in the welcome party that we
made sure to prove him right,”
Rashid said.
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Jammu Kashmir Power Corporation Limited WESTERN RAILWAY - VADODARA DIVISION Annexure
(A Government of Jammu & Kashmir undertaking) VARIOUS TRACK RENEWAL WORK CANTONMENT BOARD AGRA No. 47/6/2023-R&R

e-TENDER NOTICE NO : DRM-BRC 058
OF 2024-25 Sealed Tenders for and on
behalf of the President of India are invited by
Divisional Railway Manager (WA/C).
Western Railway for the following works
Tender No : DRM BRC 058 of 2024-25
Name of Work : Supply and execution of in

SLDC Building Gladni Grid Complex, Jammu

(E-mail: cejkpcl2@gmail.com)
Tender 1D:- 2024_PDD _250857 1

114, Fatehpur Sikri Road, near Sadar Bazar, Agra Cantt
APPEAL / PUBLIC NOTICE

Agra Cantonment Board informs the public that citizens resid-
ing in any area of Agra Cantonment covered under Manual
Scavengers/Insanitary Latrines Survey by Ministry of Social Justice

Government of India
Ministry of Power

Vacancy for the post of Member, JERC for UT
of J&K and UT of Ladakh

e-NIT No. CE/JKPCL/J/CA-02 of 2024-25 Dt. 21.06.2024

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of UT of Jammu & Kashmir, Managing Director, JKPCL, J&K, invites e-bids in the shape of Technical Bid &
Financial Bid, from interested eligible Chartered Accountant Firms.

Situ 60Kg/90UTS & R-260 Rail joints 1 with
5. No. Name of work Tender fee EMD e-bid submission g-bid submission . :
start date end date Contractor's own welding materials, iabour and Empowerment, Government of India are appealed that if any | | It is proposed to fill up the post of Member, Joint Electricity
1. |Hinng of Chartered ?Ewunianl for gmvidigg Rs. 500/~ | Rs. 10,000/ 25.06.2024 06.07.2024 ﬂg;&fﬂﬁ:tﬁf g?gEﬁnF;naJﬂ:?ngEEgzr case is left out in this regard, then the information should be made HEQUIE’EDI}F Commission (JERC} for UT of J&K and UT of
Accounting, & Tax related services for JKPCL for jurt - : - E o gl - L oo i <
2021-22, 2022-2023 & 2023-24 invited) (R-2) Approximate cost of the available in this office within 10 days of publication of the same on| || A4akh g statutory organization under provisions of the
Interested bidders may log on www.jktenders.gov.in for other relevant information. work (in Rs.) : T2,74,69,037.06 Bid any working day sa that no one is left out from being included in

Electricity Act, 2003. The above post will fall vacant on
30.06.2024.

2. The detailed Vacancy Circular may be seen at the
websites of Ministry of Power i.e https://powermin.
gov.in/sites/default/files/webform/notices/Vacancy_
Circular_for_the_post_of_ Member JERC_ for UT_
of J%26K_and_UT_of Ladakh.pdf and that of DoPT

l.e. www.dopt.gov.in.

3. Applications are invited in the proforma enclosed at
Annexure to the Vacancy Circular, from suitable persons
having qualification and experience as mentioned for

appointment to the post of Member, JERC for UT of J&K
and UT of Ladakh, so as to reach the Ministry latest by

Sd/- Security to be deposited (In Rs.) :

Chief Engineer (Trading) <2.87,400.00 Date and time for
JKPCL, Jammu submission of tender and opening of

tender : Tender is to be submitted on
11.07.2024 before 15.00 Hrs, and is to be
opened on same date at 15.30 Hrs Web site
particulars and notice for location where
complete details can be seen & Address
of the office from where the tender form
can be purchased : Web site @
www.ireps.gov.in Divisional Railway
Manager (WA/C)Western Railway,
Pratapnagar, Vadodara-4 87

Like us on: B3 facebook.com/WesternRly

S. E. RAILWAY - TENDER

the Manual Scavengers/Insanitary Latrines List.

DIP-J-740-P-24 (Harish Varmaa P, I.D.E.S.)
Chief Executive Officer,

Cantonment Board Agra

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA
PUBLIC WORKS DIVISION NAGEBHID
NOTICE FOR REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)
APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT ENGINEER FOR HYBRID ANNUITY PROJECTS

E-TENDER NOTICE NO. 04 FOR 2024-2025

The Principal secretary, Public Works Department, Government of Maharashtra through the Executive
Engineer Public Works Division Nagbhid invited Proposal for Engaging an Independent Engineer (l.E.) on the
basis of Competitive Bidding for the following Contract HAM Packages in the State of Maharashtra under the
Maharashira Road Improvement Programme (MRIP) under Hybrid Annuity Model (HAM) Projects.

Invitation of Request for Proposals (RFP) to appoint a consultant to act as an INDEPENDENT ENGINEER
for implementation of Widening to Two Lane with Paved Shoulders for Hybrid Annuity Model (HAM) Packages
of Chandrapur District Separately in the State of Maharashtra.

Bids are invited by the Public Works Department, Government of Maharashtra (The "Authority”) for

No.41/CSS/Publication/CBAZ2024
1147 Date-25.06.2024

General public is here by informed that one girl
| Namely: Munni, D/o Bootu Khan, R/o Gali No.
=% | 22, Nehru Nagar, Anand Parbat, Delhi, Sex:
4| Girl, Age: 13 Years, Height: 4'5", Complexion:

following packages under separate Request for Proposal (RFP) for INDEPENDENT ENGINEER SERVICES| | For and on behalf of the President of India, 3rd July, 2024. The application may be addressed to

in the State of Maharashtra Under the Maharashtra Road Improvement Programme under Hybrid Annuity the Chief Engineer (CON)/0I, South Eastemn 1 i . ilt the Deputy Secretary (R&R- 2), Ministry of Power, New

Model and Bidder May Submit Bid under various request for proposals under the Maharashtra Road Railway, Garden Reach, Kolkata-700043 WhB%tlSh, FHGE. LDHQ. Built: Nﬂrmai’ Delhi 1‘;}0301 Th oy { lioat r‘}ll t IE' t thi h

Improvement Programme in accordance with the Terms and conditions for the requests for proposals as| |invites E-tender for the following work. Wearing: Pink Colour Top and Salwar has € 2 < e app: Galon: MLst Be SEH. : oug

:zzﬂzg.;hfh:vg#:ﬁgggﬂzg wptijtgﬁicb&;:igleﬁi;;bﬁat;ﬁUErvaluatlnn Committee constituted for purposes as Following tender has been uploaded on MUNNI been kldnapped from F-215, A/1 Y. Gali No. 3, iﬂB’lall .E}rl"l:}! at E. ranjan.chattopadhyay@nic.in and

o e , website www.ireps.gov.in. The tenderwilll | Gylshan Chowk, Anand Parbat, Delhi since 11.06.2024. In this cinxer=gov.in.

Brief particulars of the Proiect are as follows: b elibad #1200 hie. o diis dats: & 43 FIR No. 275/2024. Uls 363 IPC. Dated 21.06.2024 (D. Chattopadhyay)
Sr. | Hybrid Name of Project Project| Total |Assignment| Cost of Tender Notice No.: 4425-GR-CE-C-0I- regard : 0. , UIS , Ld E' . Deputy Sec retary to the Government of India
No.| Annuity length | Project| Period Tender 49.2024. Date: 25.06.2024. Brief has been FEQIStEI'Ed atP.S.Anand Parbat, Delhi. -

Model snkm | cost | in'Months Eorm . _ . , : CBC 34101/11/0002/2425 Telefax: 011-23715250
Packaia (Rs. in (RFP) Description of works: Construction of Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out
No. Crores) Document | |F'" lonting system in newly construsted) ) infarmation about this kidnapped girl but no clue has come to
' 151 units Type-ll & 08 units Type-lll (G+8) 5 . A .
1 | NAG-179| Construction of 2-Laning of Roads in 30.990| 72.70 24 2360/- etaff quarters at Ranchi & Hatia in Ranchi Ilght S0 far. Any person hgwng any mfnrmat!nn or clue about
ﬂ';‘f;f; ;’t‘f:g;ﬂ:f l_'["'::‘iz it:r‘-;ﬂu i?f Vodel Kms (Months) g”r!;lit Division of South Eastem Railway. Approx. this kidnapped girl kindly inform to the following. SHO
- . ’ - Cank; S:0.611 Grofe: Bla Sacurity: < E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in P.S.: Anand Parbat, Delhi New Okhla Industrial Development Authority
for the fal[uwung roads: through 1,63,000. Completion Period: 6 months. Website : ﬁt{:@:‘?ch.igni sin Ph. 011-28762468. 8750870435 ———————————————————————————————
A. Road-1: Improvement to NH-353 E to NEFT/ Closing Date: 16.07.2024. Interested ity it ’ Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida-201301 (U.P.)
Kanpa-Kolari-Sathgao-Hiwara-Wakarla- RTGS g L. . Fax : 011-24368639 & 9313619088 Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.in
Gadpipri Road (MDR-67) from km 10+100 AndeEers MEy ¥iwiy Webiite Ph : 011-24368638, 24368641 DP/8056/CD/2024
to km 26+340, Length-16.240 Kms www.iraps.goviln for full ‘detalls/ E-TENDER NOTICE
B. Road-2: Improvement to NH-353D R T T SR E-Tender are invited from eligible firms/contractors for the following
(MSH-09) to Walni Nanded Kacchepar submit their bids online. In no case manual . . : iob risk vibiich Bid b adia d hall b
Kajalsar Road (MDR-60) from km 0+000 tenders for this item will be accepted. N.B.: GOVERNMENT OF GUJARAT jobs against which bids can be uploaded and same shall be
to 14+ 750, Length- 14.750 kms. Prospective bidders may regularly visit NARMADA WATER RESOURCES WATER SUPPLY & opened/downloaded as per schedule mentioned. The details and
IN THE STATE OF MAHARASHTRA UNDER www.ireps.gov.in to parficipate in all other KALPSAR DEPARTMENT Gc:-nmt.lnr‘ls of all .tanders are av.?llatfie on NDIE!A Authority's qfﬁr::lal
MAHARASHTRA ROAD IMPROVEMENT tenders. (PR-305) ‘E*.TENDER NOTICE NO.5 OF 2024-25 website: www.nmdaauthuntyonlme.m & https:/letender.up.nic.in.
PROGRAMME (MRIP) ON HYBRID ANNUITY : s ' Please ensure to see these websites for any changes/famendments &
MODEL In the Name and behalf of Govemor of Gujarat state , The Executive Engineer, Uka corrigendum et
' Division No. |, Tapi Jal Bhavan, 2nd Floor, Ukai Ta.Songadh Dist. Tapi-394680 (Phone 9 :
Sr. Even Description Date NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY N0.02624-233221) invites online tender for Work as Under. Job No. Name of Work Amount
; Sr. Name of Work 1) Bid Security : (Rs.)
e . : : E-TENDER NOTICE No. Ll ‘
1_| Invitation of RFP (NIT) (Download Period of online tender) As per Online Schedule DRM | Electrical. North Western i p— _ _ E}Ttﬂdh_rl:ﬂh I 14/DGM(NTC)/S| Selection of Parking Contractor to [12694110.00
§ fstgzte for receiving queries for pre-bid :5 put g":'“e g“:‘*:”:e Railway, Jodhpur for & on behalf of the 1 Erﬂlﬁglgﬂt?ﬁ;;dﬂh{;.ﬁa:h HFmteetion bond ;Eﬁ;gﬂ Lo M(NTC)/2023-24 | operate the "Noida surface parking sites
re-Bid meeting s per Online Schedule president of India, invites E-tender for = S ol i off street/ on street) in Cluster-IV (Work
4 | Authority response to queries for pre-bid meeting As per Online Schedule the following work.1. Complete details E-Tendering Schedule {Circ[e- 7 Sector- B]1 Phase-|| E'::Ef:.i-:ir-
|5 | Bid Due Date (Technical & Financial Bid Last date & time) As per Online Schedule of tenders can be seen on Website . | Tender L:-uwniuuding and Uploading | Date : 28/06/2024 to 83 BB} ar'ea of Noi da"l '
6 | Physical submission of Bid Security / POA eic As per Online Schedule No:- http:// www.ireps.gov.in 2. Date Date and Time __ : Date : 18/07/2024 up to 18.00 Hrs bt =
(as per clause 2.11.2 of RFP) & time of closing of e-tender :- . | Phystcal Submission of Tender Tender Documents, E.M.D. and tender 15/DGM(NTC)/S| Selection of Parking Contractor to |15336750.00
7 | Opening of Technical Bids As per Online Schedule STOTRNASUp 10:15 D0 . 2 Do, & Bt ST e e ongiul shal) b subrmued to b M(NTC)/2023-24 | operate the "Noida surface parking sites
P ng. e . : pe - time of opening of e-tender:- After Executive Engineer, Ukai Division !
8 | Declaration of Eligible / Qualified Bidders As per Online Schedule 15.00 hrs. on 17.07.2024 Tender No.: No.1.2nd Floor,Ukai Ta.Songadh (off streletr’ on stre?}t) in Cluster -VII
9 | Opening of Financial Bids As per Online Schedule 07/2024-25 Name of Work: Provision of Dist. Tapi on or before Date:29/07/2024, (Work Circle-7, Hosiery Cumplex} area

18.00 hrs. by R.P.A.D./Speed Post/
Courier.

1 MWp Grid connected roof top solar
power plant, on Railway Stadiums,
Railway Clubs, institutes, community
centres, residential quarters and other
locations over JU Division. Approx.
Cost of the work (Rs.): Rs.
4,29,12,840.00 Tender No.: 08/2024-
25 Name of Work: Electrical General
work ifc with Development of coaching
maintenance facility and remodeling
yard at JSM Station. Approx. Cost of
the work (Rs.): Rs. 2,34,76,614.34
Executive Engineer For detailed information visit

Public Works Division, http:/fwww.ireps.gov.in
Nagbhid sllg

of Noida".
22/DGM(NTC)/S| Selection of Parking Contractor to |12000000.00
M(NTC)/ 2022-23 | operate the "Noida surface parking
sites (off street) in Cluster-VI
(Work Circle-7, Plot B-46, Sector-80)
area of Noida'.

Which can be uploaded from 26.06.2024 to 02.07.2024 upto
5.00 PM. Pre-qualification shall be opened/downloaded on date 03.07.2024
at11.00 AM.

Mote:-

1. All the payment towards EMD and cost of Tender forms will be done online only through RTGS/NEFT .1t
should be noted that one should complete these activities at least one day in advance.

2. All eligiblefinterested consultants who want to participate in tendering process should compulsory get
enrolled on e-tendering portal “ : in" and further need to empanel online on sub
portal “https://imahatenders.gov.in” in the appropriate category applicable to them.

3. Other terms and conditions are detailed in online e-tender form. Right to reject any or all online bid of work,
without assigning any reasons there of, is reserved with department.

4. Above Tender Notice is displayed on PW.D. website www.mahapwd.gov.in.

5. Online Schedule will be applicable & Final.

Outward No.469 /C'pur/Tender/2024 Dated 24.06.2024
Office of the Executive Engineer,

Public Works Division,

Nagbhid

DGIPR/2024-25/ROC 452

. | Date of Opening of P.QQ. Bid. Date. 19/07/2024, 12.00 hrs.
Superintending Engineer. Ukar Circle
(Civil), Conference Hall. 2nd Floor,
Tapi Jal Bhavan, Ta.Songadh
Dist. Tapi.

The Executive Engineer, Ukai Division
No.l.2nd Floor, Ukal Ta.Songadh
Dist. Tapi-394680

Phone No.02624-233221

Any Kind of amendments will be published only on online and will be final and binding to all
for Further details contact to this office during office hours. Detailed Tender Notice can also be
seen on www.statetenders. gujarat. gov.in and www nprocure. com.

727-AJI24 Sd/-

Executive Engincer
L2 INWF W No.:Mahiti-Surat/1 74/2024 Ukal Division No.l Ukai

. | Inquiry /Contact Office Address

Sd/-
(Jaya Thakre)

Dy. General Manager, Traffic Cell
NOIDA
CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

Sector-6, NOIDA
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Friends turn foes
in the new House

The BJD has reset its relations with the BJP.
[ts predicament is not exceptional

aveen Patnaik’s call to the MPs of his party, the
Biju Janata Dal (BJD), to act as an effective
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha marks a
moment of reckoning. In the recently
concluded general and state elections in Odisha, the
BJD lost office in Bhubaneswar to the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and failed to win a single Lok Sabha
constituency. The BJD, though not a constituent of the
NDA, backed many of the BJP's contentious laws in
Parliament during 2014-24, and recently, facilitated the
re-election of the railway minister, Ashwini Vaishnaw,
to the Rajya Sabha from Odisha. This closeness seems
to have undermined the BJD’s independent standing as
a political outfit and hurt its prospects in what was
mostly a direct contest with the BJP. Thatand anti-
incumbency over a quarter century pulled down the
BJD and the electorate chose to back the BJP directly
rather than route support through the regional outfit.
[t will not be easy for the BJD to now establish its
credentials as an Opposition voice.

The BJD’s predicament is not unique. Many regional
parties that aligned with the BJP have seen their bases
eroded or lost electoral primacy to the latter in their
strongholds. The experiences of the Shiv Sena, Asom
Gana Parishad (AGP), Janata Dal (Secular), Akali Dal,
and AIADMK illustrate this trajectory. The AGP, for
instance, has lost not just its electoral base but also its
plank of Assamese exceptionalism to the BJP, once its
junior ally. Similarly, the regionalist BJD could not offer
a counter to the BJP’s campaign over Odia asmita
(pride) that focussed on the Tamil origins of VK
Pandian, the bureaucrat-turned-advisor to Patnaik.
The Sena faced the threat of its base being subsumed
within the larger rubric of Hindutva, once its ethnic
identity plank lost traction. The AIADMK and the Akali
Dal broke ranks with the BJP after they realised that the
alliance benefited the latter and cost them their social
base, but both remain in political wilderness.

This, interestingly, is in contrast to the parties that
have allied with the Congress: The Congress’s allies
tend to retain their base or expand under the umbrella
provided by the former. This may well be because the
political character of the BJP and the Congress are
very different: The former is a unitarian outfit with a
powerful ideological core whereas the latter’s federalist
character allowed multiple groups and voices to
flourish. More importantly, the BJP has been on the
ascent whereas the 140-year-old Grand Old Party is
past its peak. However, the fractured verdict of the
2024 general elections may force many parties to reset
their political preferences. The BJD decision may well
be a harbinger of things to come.

Learning to live with
new monsoon cycles

he monsoon this year has been deceptive —
T after arriving two days early on May 30 in
Kerala, it progressed slowly to reach
Maharashtra on June 11, about nine days late.
Since then, it has picked up momentum, but remains
seven days behind schedule. So far, its performance
is in keeping with the trend of below-normal rainfall
in June, proper onset only in July, and prolonged,
heavy rainfall in September. While the exact causes
remain unclear, one explanation for the shiftin
monsoon patterns is delayed western disturbances
and Arctic Sea Ice melting as a result of the climate
crisis. What is clear is that the country should
prepare for the new character of the weather system,
which brings with it erratic rainfall distribution, an
increasing number of dry days, and abnormally
high night temperatures.

A dry June hurts the kharif crop, heavy rainfall
days in July hurt vegetable output, and the season
continuing well beyond September means a delay in
the rabi crop. What may act as a double whammy for
Indian farmers, are some key reservoirs running dry
after an exceptionally dry winter. The situation,
though far from a drought, calls for both mitigation
measures for farmers to stave off economic losses,
and adaptation for how India manages its water,
particularly reservoirs that cater to drinking water
needs for most of the plains in the summer months.
HT reported on Tuesday that nine years since 2008
have seen below-normal rain in June.

The climate crisis calls for focus on devising
policies that can deal with these threats adequately
and puts the onus on even local governments to
ensure proper implementation.

Pulpit offers Biden his

comeback opportunity

Donald Trump has

the clear edge but the
presidential debate
offers Joe Biden a big
chance to address an
image deficit. Like in
India, the final lap of
the campaign will shape
the outcome in the US

n January, this column sug-

gested that there wasa hawa in

favour of Donald Trump in the

American presidential election.

Since then, Trump has swept

aside all his rivals in the
Republican presidential primaries
and become the unchallenged leader
of the party that had come close to
disowning him after the January 6
attack on the United States (US) Capi-
tol. Trump’s daughter-in-law, Lara
Trump, is the co-chair of the Republi-
can National Committee. Mike John-
son, the House Speaker, owes his job
to Trump. Mitch McConnell, the last
remaining pillar of the old anti-
Trump Republican establishment,
has decided to retire. And Nikki
Haley, the last woman standing
against Trump, will now vote for
him.

Having consolidated his own posi-
tion, Trump has maintained an edge
over Joe Biden in the polls, including
in swing states and made inroads
among Black and Hispanic voters.
Despite being a convicted felon —
Trump was held guilty in a New York

business fraud-campaign finance
case and will be sentenced four days
before the Republican convention; he
also faces three other criminal cases
— his approval ratings haven't been
affected. In fact, the charges have
allowed him to play the victim of an
establishment widely viewed with
suspicion.

Till last month, Biden was raising
more money than Trump. But the
criminal conviction helped Trump
race ahead even on that metric.
There is a discernible shift of Ameri-
can capital towards Trump, with
both the Wall Street finance types
and Silicon Valley tech
types lining up to applaud
him. The Economist’s poll-
ing model now suggests
that Trump has a two-
thirds chance of winning
the November elections.

him. One, thereis a surge in

Five factors are helping Prafhhaa nt

to withdraw never forgave him for it.
Biden backed Ukraine against Rus-
sia. Those who wanted US involve-
ment believe Biden didn't do enough,
early on, to support Kyiv and that's
why Russia has an advantage; those
who didn't want US involvement
blame Biden for doing anything at
all, see it as a waste of resources, and
believe the partition of Ukraine is
worth the price of peace with Russia.
Biden backed Israel's invasion of
Gaza after Hamas's terror attacks.
Israel’'s champions in the US think
Biden isn't backing Benjamin Netan-
yahu enough; those who are horri-
fied at Israel's crimes in
Gaza hold Biden complicit.
And then there are voters
who see both Ukraine and
Israel as proof that Biden is
too externally involved ata
time of internal distress.
Four, a strong White,
Christian, ultra-conservative

illegal immigration, which
Trump has, often in racist
terms, depicted as an invasion. But
the issue resonates widely, including
among legal migrants and in blue cit-
ies that have seen an increase in
migrant presence. Two, inflation per-
sists. And America’s robust job crea-
tion record, which Biden takes credit
for, doesn’t take away from the lived
reality of voters experiencing this
gap between wages and expenses
every day in grocery stores.

Three, voters are exasperated with
America’s entanglement with wars.
Biden withdrew from Afghanistan.
Those who wanted the US to get out
rightly slammed Biden for doing so
badly; those who didn't want the US

agenda finds home in
Trump’s rhetoric and policy
world on abortion, rights of sexual
minorities, pedagogy around race
and sexuality and immigration. And
finally, there are those who believe
that Biden is too frail, including
within his own support base that’s
low on morale even as Trump’s team
is emotionally charged.

And yet, at a juncture when the
Trump hawa is arguably stronger
than it has ever been, while Biden’s
base appears fragmented, here is a
proposition: This election isn’t over.
It remains competitive and close.
And Biden will defy expectations at
the first presidential debate on
Thursday. Here is why.

This electionisn’t over. It remains competitive and close AP

Biden is old. But, contrary to what
edited clips of occasional physical
fumbles, repetitions and tangents
during his speeches suggest, he is
mentally sharp. All those who have
interacted with him, including
Indian interlocutors, have come back
with the impression of a clear and
coherent leader capable of exercising
sober judgment. He has deep politi-
cal experience and an unerring
instinct which first made him a Sena-
tor back in 1973 and has ensured he
hasn’t lost a national election since.
Biden wanted this debate early in the
race. On style, he is prone to repeti-
tions and gaffes, but he will aim to
project sharpness; on substance, he
will aim to expose Trump’s hollow-
ness and showcase his reasonably
good record. But Biden's primary aim
is to show he knows what he is doing,
an admittedly low bar but that's a
result of the Republican messaging
around his age. If he succeeds, Biden
will kick off campaign season
addressing a big perceptional disad-
vantage.

Then there is the actual agenda.
Biden's message is three-fold.

One, Trump is a threat to democ-
racy and he will be worse in term two
than he was the first time around. In
a close election, where a very limited
set of voters in six to seven states will
determine the outcome, this message
can be persuasive. Trump’s personal

conduct and political behaviour
appeal to some, but not to many oth-
ers.

Two, Biden will point out that
Trump’s judicial appointees took
away national protection to abortion
and his return will lead to more con-
trol over women'’s bodies, assault on
personal and sexual freedom, and an
even more conservative judiciary
that may attack minority rights.
Don't underestimate the power of the
women's vote or the fear among peo-
ple of colour about what’s at stake.

And finally, Biden will showcase
an impressive set of accomplish-
ments on infrastructure, health care
costs, jobs, domestic manufacturing,
climate, and personal freedoms. He
will tailor it for the Democratic base
and moderate Republicans. And over
the next few months, he will relent-
lessly focus on Arizona, Nevada,
Michigan, Wisconsin, Georgia, North
Carolina and Pennsylvania, with a
well-oiled campaign machinery
down to the grassroots.

None of this means one or the
other candidate will win, It only
means that like the elections in India,
the final three to four months, and
the final lap of the political cam-
paign, will determine the outcome.
Watch the debate, but don't beton a
winner just yet.

The views expressed are personal

BJP’s performance reveals
Dalit anxiety on reservation

he 2024 general election results point

to the significant erosion of Dalit sup-

port for the Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP). According to the recently pub-
lished CSDS-Lokniti post-poll survey data,
the BJP's vote share among Dalits has
slipped to 31% from 34% in 2019 and that of
the National Democratic Alliance (NDA)
allies to 5% from 7%.

This loss of support for the BJP is attrib-
uted to its slogan, “Ab ki baar, 400 paar” (this
time, more than 400 seats). This slogan,
many posit, created apprehension among the
Dalits about the BJP’s intention to abolish
reservation through major constitutional
changes. This fear, as per various ground
reports, has hurt the party immensely in
Uttar Pradesh (UP). But how far has this fear
resonated in other parts of the country? In
Bihar, which has historically been a
fertile laboratory for Mandal poli-
tics quite like UP, the BJP-led NDA
erabbed five out of six Scheduled
Caste (SC) constituencies. One rea-
son for the different outcomes in UP

formance, b) where the BJP and its allies
more or less held on to the 2019 tally, and c)
where the BJP and its allies have greatly
improved their 2019 performance. A closer
look at the results data suggests that the Dal-
its voted differently in each of these three cat-
egories of states.

The first category comprises six major
states: Maharashtra, Haryana, UP, Rajasthan,
West Bengal and Karnataka with BJP’s seat
loss percentage being as high as 60.87%, 50%,
46.77%, 41.67%, 33.33% and 32% respectively.
In almost all these states, the BJP seems to
have lost substantial Dalit votes. Compared
to 2019, this time, its tally of SC constituen-
cies has dropped to one from four in Rajast-
han, to zero from two in Maharashtra, to
zero from two in Haryana, to eight from 14 in
UP, and to two from five in Karnataka. In
West Bengal, the loss of Dalit sup-
port seems to be minimal as the
party has been able to retain four
out of five SC seats it won in 2019,
though the winning margin in all
these seats has come down signifi-

and Bihar could be the deft social Ayan cantly.

engineering strategy of the Samaj- Guha

wadi Party (SP), the BJP's main rival

The second category includes
Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Delhi,

in UP. Going beyond its traditional

Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Jhark-

Yadav-Muslim combine, the SP

stitched together a more inclusive social coa-
lition that accommodated more candidates
belonging to non-Yadav, Other Backward
Classes, and other social groups. In contrast,
in Bihar, the NDA’s main rival, the Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD) stuck to its Yadav constitu-
ency while fielding candidates.

Another pertinent question arises in this
context: Did the fear of abolition of reserva-
tion also impact the Scheduled Tribes (STs)?
While the BJP’s tally of ST seats fell to 25
from 31 in 2019, its Adivasi vote share has
increased from 43% in 2019 to 48% according
to the CSDS-Lokniti survey. This apparently
suggests an absence of anxiety among the
STs on the abolition of reservation. Then,
why has this fear impacted only the Dalits?
The results shed some insights.

Based on the performance of the BJP and
its allies, it is possible to group the states into
three categories: a) where the BJP has suf-
fered major losses compared to its 2019 per-

The “Ab ki baar, 400 paar”slogan, many
posit, created apprehension among the
Dalits about the BJP's intention to abolish
reservation HT PHOTO

hand, Madhya Pradesh and Uttara-
khand. The BJP's combined tally of SC seats
in all these states together stands at12, down
from 13 in 2019. Hence, in these states, its
Dalit support base seems intact.

Among the third category states of Odisha,
Telangana, and Andhra Pradesh, the party’s
tally has gone up from eight to 20 in Odisha,
from four to eight in Telangana, and zero to
21 in Andhra Pradesh (for the NDA, where
the BJP is the junior partner in the alliance
with the Telugu Desam Party, or TDP). Signif-
icantly, in these states, the Dalit support for
the party seems to have also gone up. In Odi-
sha, where the BJP failed to win any SC con-
stituency in 2019, it has managed to win all
three such seats this time. In Andhra Pra-
desh, too, the TDP has managed to win three
out of four SC seats. Only Telangana seems
an outlier to this pattern, as the Congress has
managed to win all three SC seats.

Therefore, the Dalit anxiety about the abo-
lition of reservation seems to have impacted
electoral outcomes in those states where the
BJP has suffered major losses. In other states,
such concerns have not received similar trac-
tion. The BJP’s declining popularity in states
like UP, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Haryana,
and Karnataka may be because of a host of
other state-specific reasons, which also may
have amplified such apprehension. In 2015,
the BJP won a total of eight ST constituencies
in Rajasthan, Maharashtra, and Karnataka
combined (UP and Haryana do not have any
ST seats). This time, it has lost six of these
seats. Therefore, it might be reasonable to
presume that in these states, the Opposition’s
narrative of “Constitution in danger” did
have some impact, both on the SCs and STs.
But, in all likelihood, in other parts of the
country, it did not raise much alarm. This
also suggests that the electoral behaviour of
the Dalits was far from being uniform across
the country.

Avan Guha is a British Academy international
fellow at the School of Global Studies,
University of Sussex, UK.
The views expressed are personal

ANTHONY ALBANESE
\‘l

Regardless of the views that people
have about Assange’s activities, the

case has dragged on for too long...
we want him brought home to
Australia

Why New Delhi needs a
national security strategy

very organisation of repute has a
macro plan to guide and synchronise
the activities of its sub-elements to
achieve organisational goals. There
are two parts to this endeavour — the deter-
mination of the organisational aim and gui-
dance for each sub-group to work in unison to
achieve it. This becomes an inescapable
imperative when considering something as
vital as a nation’s security, with each element
of national power — economy, industry, com-
merce, taxation, justice, foreign policy, inter-
nal security, and defence — working in unison
for ensuring an inviolate security cocoon. To
ensure the required unison from each ele-
ment, a National Security Strategy (NSS) is
necessary to guide policy- and strat-
egy-making. Unfortunately, India
lacks one and a recent statement of
the chief of defence staff suggests
that New Delhi doesn’t require one.
The new government needs to
urgently address this issue.
How do nations that wield power
of consequence plan their security?

Mannhan
Bahadur

National security is just not about defence but
is a whole-of-government approach that
needs orchestration by the political executive
head, not by the defence minister.

What has been happening in India?

“The defence minister’s op directive con-
veys the government's intention, and that suf-
fices”, goes a refrain. “We have won four wars
without a written NSS, so what's the need for
one,” goes another. One has lately heard that
“Israel doesn’t have one, despite its challeng-
ing security environment,” missing the point
that Israeli society and institutions are milita-
rised whereas all Indian institutions, other
than the armed forces, are civilianised.

A decade ago, I was looking after procure-
ment plans in HQ Integrated
Defence Staff. The 15-year tri-servi-
ces long-term integrated perspec-
tive plan (LTIPP) for the acquisition
of capital equipment, duly passed
by the Defence Acquisition Council
(headed by the defence minister),
was forwarded to the finance min-
istry; it also carried an estimated

The American NSS states that, "We

costing, and hence the budgeting

will... galvanise collective action on

global challenges, and shape the rules of the
road for technology, cybersecurity, and trade
and economics.... Our approach encompasses
all elements of national power —diplomacy,
development cooperation, industrial strategy,
economic statecraft, intelligence, and
defence”. The road map is, thus, clearly spelt
out for all arms of the government.

The French NSS lists out 10 priority areas
that include Euro-Atlantic relationship and
capacity to defend and act in hybrid fields.
The NSS of the United Kingdom states that,
“the stability and resilience of our economy
and society is a precondition of our security...
we must preserve the huge benefits that stem
from our openness while ensuring that we are
protected from the worst effects of global dis-
ruption, transnational challenges, or to hos-
tile interference. That means improving our
economic, health and energy security” The
Russian NSS, similarly, reinforces the com-
mon theme of every NSS that, “the strategy is
founded on the inseparable interconnection
and mutual dependence of the national secu-
rity of the Russian Federation and the socio-
economic development of the country.”

AlI NSSs are signed by the executive heads
of government, ensuring that all arms of the
government are, by law, on the same page on
national security. The rationale behind the
endorsement at the highest level is pertinent:

that was required. The LTIPP, how-
ever, lacked a macro-level government policy
statement to support it and hence was just a
defence ministry wish list flying on hope. One
wonders whether this has changed for the
better with some surety of the defence acqui-
sition plan having "government” acceptance.
However, the despatch of empowered teams
abroad for emergency armament purchases
after recent border crises makes one wonder
whether a duly published NSS would have
avoided the haphazard costly purchases —as
the output of other relevant government arms
would have been synchronised with the
duties of the defence ministry.

So, while there is a huge furore about the
delay in establishing theatre commands, the
Agnipath scheme and whether the Navy
needs another aircraft carrier, what's holding
New Delhi back from promulgating an NSS
that would streamline such decision-making
and help its aatmanirbharta campaign in
defence? Is it that, being a formal written
commitment of resources and political will to
national security, the executive would be held
accountable? It is time the new government
grabs the proverbial bull by the horns and
promulgatesits NSS.

Air Vice Marshal Manmohan Bahadur (retd) is the
former addl director general, Centre for Air Power
Studies. The views expressed are personal
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Julian
. Assange
and the

US case

WikilLeaks founder
Julian Assange has

struck plea deal
that will end his

WHAT IS
WIKILEAKS?

The website rose to
prominence in April
2010 when it published
a classified video

showing a 2007 US
helicopter attack that
killed a dozen people

in the Iraqi capital,

Baghdad

Durmg 2[110 It released
more than 90,000
classified US military
documents on the war

ARREST AND START
OF LEGAL BATTLE

® A Swedish court ordered Assange's
detention in November 2010 as a
result of an investigation into
allegations of sex crimes made by two
female Swedish WikiLeaks volunteers.
He was arrested by British police in
December 2010 on a European
Arrest Warrant issued by Sweden.

" @ In June 2012, shortly after the UK
& Supreme Court rejected his final

i challenge against extradition to

& Sweden, he entered the Ecuadorean
embassy in London seeking asylum.

: : in Afghanistan, and
imprisonment over the sk embrvnsn S,
release of hundreds of  ERTTITIRCEEY ia
thousands of classified ISR carred out of
aa ' the emb
USmilitary R from Sosidion
US embassies aroun after Ecuado
dOCljmentS the world in 2011. revukeduhis r
asylum.

ARREST AND EXTRADITION HEARINGS .

JUNE 2019 SEPTEMBER

The US Departmentof | 2019

Justice formally asked Assange completed his
Britain to extradite him | sentence in September .
to face 18 charges that 2019 but remained in

he conspired to hack US | Belmarsh maximum
government computers | security prison

and violated espionage | pending extradition

laws. hearings.

H;Eﬂ SEB sal

Hurthem Mal'iana

‘Guam
(US territory)

Wikileaks founder Julian Assange to

He was released from
a British prison
where he had been
held for five years

Agence France-Presse
letters@hindustantimes.com

BANGKOK: WikiLeaks founder
Julian Assange was on his way
to face a final US court hearing
on Wednesday under a plea deal
that is expected to bring his
years-long legal drama to a
close and allow him to return to
his native Australia as a "free
man”,

Assange was released on
Monday from a high-security
British prison where he had
been held for five years while he
fought extradition to the United
States, which sought to prose-
cute him for revealing military
secrets.

He flew out of London to
travel to the Northern Mariana
Islands, a US territory in the
Pacific where he will plead
guilty to a single count of con-
spiracy to obtain and dissemi-
nate national defence informa-
tion, according to a court docu-
ment.

A private jet carrying the
52-year-old stopped to refuel in
Bangkok on Tuesday, taking off
again around 9:25pm (local
time) to fly to Saipan, capital of
the US territory where Assange
is due in court on Wednesday
morning.

He is expected to be sen-
tenced to five years and two

months in prison, with credit
for the same amount of time he
spent behind bars in Britain.

Assange'’s wife thanks
supporters for campaign
Assange’s wife Stella said he
would be a “free man” after the
judge signed off on the plea
deal, thanking supporters who
have campaigned for his release
for years. “I'm just elated.
Frankly, it's just incredible,” she
told BBC radio.

“*We weren't really sure until
the last 24 hours that it was
actually happening.”

She urged supporters to mon-
itor her husband’s flight on
plane-tracking websites and to
follow the “AssangelJet” hash-
tag, saying in a post on social
media platform X “we need all
eyes on his flight in case some-
thing goes wrong".

The court in the Northern
Mariana Islands was chosen
because of Assange’s unwilling-
ness to go to the continental
United States and because of the
territory’s proximity to his
native Australia, a court filing
said.

Under the deal, Assange is
due to return to Australia,
where the government said his
case had “dragged on for too
long” and there was "nothing to
be gained by his continued
incarceration”.

Stella Assange said on X that
her husband would have to
repay the Australian govern-
ment the $520,000 cost of the
charter flight and urged sup-
porters to donate cash.

End of an ordeal

Assange was wanted by Wash-
ington for releasing hundreds of
thousands of secret US docu-
ments from 2010 as head of the
whistleblowing website Wiki-
Leaks.

Since then he has become a
hero to free speech campaign-
ers and a villain to those who
thought he had endangered US
security and intelligence sour-
ces.

US authorities wanted to put
Assange on trial for divulging
military secrets about the wars
in Iraq and Afghanistan.

He was indicted by a US fed-
eral grand jury in 2019 on 18
counts stemming from Wiki-
Leaks' publication of a trove of
national security documents.

The United Nations hailed
Assange’s release, saying the
case had raised "a series of
human rights concerns”.

Assange’s mother Christine
Assange said in a statement car-
ried by Australian media that
she was “grateful that my son’s
ordeal is finally coming to an
end”.

But former US vice-president
Mike Pence slammed the plea
deal on X as a “miscarriage of

justice” that “dishonours the

service and sacrifice of the men
and women of our Armed For-
ces’.

The announcement of the
deal came two weeks before
Assange was scheduled to
appear in court in Britain to
appeal against a ruling that
approved his extradition to the
United States.

be ‘free man’ after p]ea deal with US

BRING ASSANGE

HOME

#FREFL ASSANGE

A giant billboard calls for the release of Julian Assange in Melbourne, Australia, on Sept 5,2023. arp

[ can only say that | am very happy that
this case, which was

_discussed very

emotionally all over the
world and moved many
people, has finally
found a solution.

Today the world is a little better and less

unfair. Julian Assange is free
after 1,901 days in prison. His

release and return home,
albeit belatedly, representa
victory for democracy and

the fight for press freedom.

— ANNALENA — INACIO LULA DA SILVA, R o
_ B‘AERBOFK_' G',Er,ma_r' Brazilian president .
B foreign minister -

.L Islands
(US territory) 2

FLIES TO U.S. TERRITORY

@ Julian Assange is en route to a courtroom on the
Pacific island of Saipan where he is expected to
plead guilty. Saipan is the capital of the Northern
Mariana Islands (NMI), a US territory.

@ US prosecutors said Assange wantedtogo to a
court close to his home of Australia but not on the
continental US. Saipan has the advantage of being
relatively close to Assange's home of Australia,
roughly 3,000km south.

US-UK-Oz diplomatic
manoeuvres helped
unlock Assange deal

Agence France-Presse
letters@hindustantimes.com

SYDNEY: Behind closed doors,
an Australia-US-UK diplomatic
dance opened the way for a plea
deal to free WikiLeaks founder
Julian Assange, analysts and a
diplomat previously involved in
the case told AFP.

The 52-year-old Australian
citizen walked out of his five-
year visit to London’s high-secu-
rity Belmarsh prison on Mon-
day after agreeing to plead
guilty to a single count of reveal-
ing US national defence secrets.

Assange’s release had been
under discussion “for a little
while now”, said Jared Mond-
schein, director of research at
the University of Sydney's
United States Studies Centre.

US Ambassador to Australia
Caroline Kennedy — late presi-
dent John F Kennedy's daughter
— "has been talking about this
in the last few months”, Mond-
schein said. “She was flagging
there is a way to resolve this.”

Shifting winds

“They wanted him to plead
guilty and they had to figure out
how to do that without being in
the United States,” Mondschein
added. "With that all said, it is
not a fully done deal. Itappears
they have come to a plea deal
butif there is anything we have
learned in this long saga now,
we should not make assump-
tions and see where we land in
24 10 48 hours.”

The tide shifted strongly in
Assange’s favour after Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese was
elected in May 2022 and made

SergeiShui_guright} and Valery Gerasimov AP
{ UKRAINE } ACCUSED OF WAR CRIMES

[CCissues arrest warrants
for army chief of Russia,
former defence minister

Agence France-Presse

letters@hindustantimes.com

THE HAGUE: The International
Criminal Court (ICC) on Tues-
day said it had issued arrest
warrants for Russia’s top army
chief and ex-defence minister
over strikes on Ukrainian infra-
structure that constituted
alleged war crimes. The ICC
warrants are the latest in a
series of actions by the court
over the Ukraine war, including
an arrest warrant for Russian
President Vladimir Putin.

The warrants, issued on
Monday but made public on
Tuesday, concerned the Chief of
the General Staff Valery Geras-
imov, and former defence min-
ister Sergei Shoigu.

The pair are accused of the
war crimes of directing attacks
at civilian targets and causing
excessive incidental harm to
civilians, as well as the crime
against humanity of “inhumane

EU kicks off talks
with Ukraine on
membership

LUXEMBOURG: The Euro-
pean Union on Tuesday
kicked off accession
negotiations with
Ukraine, setting the war-
torn country on a long
path towards member-
ship that Russia has tried
to block. AFP

acts” in Ukraine, the ICC said in
a statement.

ICC judges said there were
“reasonable grounds to believe
that the two suspects bear
responsibility for missile strikes
carried out by the Russian
armed forces against the Ukrain-
ian electric infrastructure from
at least October 10, 2022 until at
least March 9, 2023".

ULTRA-ORTHODOX
MEN MUST SERVE
N ARMY, RULES
SRAELI TOP COURT

Agencies
letters@hindustantimes.com

JERUSALEM/GAZA STRIP: Israel’s
top court ruled unanimously on
Tuesday that the state must draft
ultra-Orthodox Jewish men into
military service, potentially
destabilising Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu's ruling
coalition.

The High Court of Justice’s
decision on the politically
charged issue comes as calls
grow for ultra-Orthodox men,
historically exempt from man-
datory service, to enlist as Israel
wages war on Hamas in Gaza
and prepares for potential fight-
ing in Lebanon.

Meanwhile, Israeli forces on
Tuesday bombarded besieged
Gaza where Palestinian officials
said one strike killed 10 family
members of Hamas’ Qatar-based
political chief Ismail Haniyeh,
including his sister.

Cops fire on protesters trying to
storm Kenya parl; several dead

Reuters

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NAIROBI: Police opened fire on
demonstrators trying to storm
Kenya's legislature on Tuesday,
with at least five protesters
killed, dozens wounded and sec-
tions of the parliament building
set ablaze as lawmakers inside
passed legislation to raise taxes.
In chaotic scenes, protesters
overwhelmed police and chased
them away in an attempt to
storm the parliament com-
pound. Flames could be seen
coming from inside. Police
opened fire after tear gas and
water cannon failed to disperse
the crowds. A Reuters journalist
counted the bodies of at least five
protesters outside parliament.
A paramedic, Vivian Achista,
said at least 10 had been shot
dead. Another paramedic, Rich-
ard Ngumo, said more than 50
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Protesters carry a man shot during a protest over proposed tax
hikes in a finance bill in Nairobi, Kenya, on Tuesday. AP

people had been wounded by
gunfire. He was lifting two
injured protesters into an ambu-
lance outside parliament.

“We want to shut down parlia-
ment and every MP should go

down and resign,” protestor
Davis Talari, who was trying to
enter parliament, told Reuters.
“We will have a new govern-
ment.” Protests and clashes also
took place in several other cities

and towns across the country.
Parliament approved the
finance bill, moving it through to
a third reading by lawmakers.
The next step is for the legisla-
tion to be sent to the president
for signing.
He can send it back to parlia-
ment if he has any objections.
The protesters oppose tax
rises in a country already reeling
from a cost-of-living crisis, and
many are also calling for Presi-
dent William Ruto to step down.
Ruto won an election nearly
two years ago, promising to
champion Kenya's working
poor, but is caught between len-
ders like the International Mone-
tary Fund, urging deficit cuts for
more funding, and a struggling
population. Kenyans have been
trugeling with economic shocks
from Covid-19, the war in
Ukraine, two years of drought,
and currency depreciation.

Mariah Carey AP

. } LABELS ASK COURTS TO AWARD DAMAGES OF UP TO $150,000 PER SONG

Muszc labels sue Al firms for US copyright infringement

WASHINGTON: Major record
labels Sony Music, Universal
Music Group and Warner
Records sued artificial intelli-
gence companies Suno and
Udio on Monday, accusing them
of committing mass copyright
infringement by using the
labels” recordings to train
music-generating Al systems.
The companies copied music
without permission to teach
their systems to create music
that will "directly compete with,
cheapen, and ultimately drown
out” human artists’ work,

according to federal lawsuits
filed against Udio in New York
and Suno in Massachusetts.

“Our technology is trans-
formative; it is designed to gen-
erate completely new outputs,
not to memorise and regurgi-
tate pre-existing content,” Suno
CEO Mikey Shulman said in a
statement. Spokespeople for
Udio did not immediately
respond to a request for com-
ment on the complaints.

The complaints said Suno
and Udio users have been able
to recreate elements of songs

including The Temptations "My
Girl", Mariah Carey's “All I
Want for Christmas Is You™ and
James Brown'’s “1 Got You (I Feel
Good)”, and could generate
vocals that are “indistinguisha-
ble” from musicians such as
Michael Jackson, Bruce Spring-
steen and ABBA.

The labels asked the courts to
award statutory damages of up
to $150,000 per song the defend-
ants allegedly copied. They
accused Suno of copying 662
songs and Udio of copying 1,670.

Al has been a heated topic of

conversation in the music
industry, with debates ranging
from the creative possibilities of
the new technology to concerns
around its legality

The lawsuits are the first to
target music-generating Al fol-
lowing several cases brought by
authors, news outlets and oth-
ers over the alleged misuse of
their work to train text-based Al
models powering chatbots like
OpenAl's ChatGPT. Al compa-
nies have argued that their sys-
tems make fair use of copy-
righted material. AGENCIES

his release a priority, said a dip-
lomat who did not want to be
named so that they could speak
freely. “The political winds were
shifting and that also played a
role in convincing people in the
US that this had to be dealt with
more urgently than it would
have otherwise,” the diplomat
said. Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese has repeat-
edly called for an end to
Assange’s legal ordeal, saying:
“Enough is enough”.

The country’'s parliament
even passed a motion this year
with the prime minister’'s sup-
port, calling for Assange to be
allowed to return to his family.

The government had been
working “behind the scenes dip-
lomatically” with the US admin-
istration to advocate for his
release, said Emma Shortis, sen-
ior researcher in international
and security affairs at The Aus-
tralia Institute thinktank.

“To be told fairly consistently
that Australia's relationship
with the United States is based
on shared democratic values
served the argument that the
Aukus submarine deal is critical
to that relationship.”

Johan Lidberg, head of jour-
nalism at Monash University,
noted that US President Joe
Biden had let slip in April that
his administration was “consid-
ering” an Australian request to
drop the Assange prosecution.

“I think the momentum just
built to a point where both sides
— both Australia and the US,
partly with the aid of the inter-
mediary of the UK — were try-
ing to find a way out of it,” Lid-

berg said.

Sri Lanka to sign
key debt deals

with lenders
COLOMBO: Sri Lanka
has finalised long-
delayed debt deals with
its bilateral lenders
including China to meet
a key condition of an
IMF bailout, the
government said on
Tuesday. A treasury
delegation is heading to
France to sign
agreements with
creditors on
Wednesday, said
government spokesman
Bandula Gunawardana.
Sri Lanka defaulted on
its foreign debt in April
2022, leading to an
economic crisis that
forced President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa to
step down. AFP

Nepal convicts
‘Buddha boy’ of

child sex abuse
KATHMANDU: A Nepali
man whose followers
believe him to be a
reincarnation of
Buddha has been
convicted of child
sexual abuse, a court
official said on Tuesday.
The man identifies as
Ram Bahadur Bomjan,
also known as “Buddha
Boy”, rose to fame
during his teenage
when his followers
claimed he could
meditate motionless for
months without food,
water, or sleep. Bomjan,
whom the district court
found guilty of child
sex abuse, on Monday,
will be sentenced next
month. AFP
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E-Procurement Notice éfg’% CUTTACK (R&B) DIVISION NO.I: CUTTACK Ry
et LA T | oot | Commo e i | sy | eon
1. The Executive Engineer HPPWD Arki Distt. Solan H.P on behalf of Governor of H.P invites the online bids on o GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA ' EUHP*; (TIME) (APPROX.) | CORP.JAUTH | DETAILS/EMAIL
item rate, in electronic tendering system in 2 cover System for the under mentioned work from the eligible and Auction Sale Notice No.01 of 2024-25 AUTH IN RUPEES
approved contractors/Firms registered with HPPWD Department 1. Name of the work T igagem';zlitém m; E}:lgs;:antgct‘:rggﬁ %r;dge& r.':-Dver j 1 ; MC éHEAlgg} EUMSTL_: 22-{]6-2324 : 1ﬁ3ﬂ ’ hitps://etenders. E?{]EBEJEME[%
i st dladandd ‘.and - m & LNSposa UNDRI | OF BLOCK PUBLI 29.06.2024 RORE hry.mic.in secy-pundri
"Sﬂr_ Name oF Werk Exlimaied cost EMD ?::'ti:: E:;hlﬁ Tihe of dismantled materials of Girder Bridge over HEALTH UNIT ulbharyana.gov.in
contract Taladanda Canal U/S) at Ch. 3/550Km. (BPHU) IN M.C
: : 2. Reserve Price ' Rs. 17,60,000.00 PUNDRI + 6
1. |Annual Repair and Maintenance of Cheod| 3,25,37,740/- 6,50,800/- | 5000/ | ClassB 9 Months 3. EMD to be deposited - Rs 4.40.000.00 WORKS
';?;ﬂ &’;ﬁ“‘?ggﬁﬁgf 'ég“mﬂn*:“ :ﬁlgf ?EISS';; 4. Period of completion - 15(Fifteen) days from the date of issue of FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.qov.in or www.etenders. hry.nic.in
surfaﬂinggI in km. 0/0 to 18/0) work order. RO NO 13/2025/40/27134/119/7
: 5. Date and time of receipt of Quotation - From 28.06.2024 Up to 5.00P.M of 11.07.2024
2. | le of submission: The bid document is available online and bid should be 6. Date & time of Opening of Quotation -12.07.2024 at.11.00 AM
Submltted {H'IHHE Dn WEhSHE Mﬂ_ﬁgﬁ_ﬂﬂ_ﬂ 7. Name and address of the Officer Inviing Quotation.  : Superintending Engineer,
sy o ; ; Cuttack (R&B) Division No.1, Cuttack
Bidder would be required to register in the web-site which is free of cost. For submission of bids, the bidder _ ; : ; ﬁlﬁ'ﬂ gﬁiﬂ H&HIeld, Ucell
is required to have Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities (CA). Further details can be seen from the State Govt. portal “www. d
“Aspiring bidders who have not obtained the user ID and passwaord for participating in e-tendering in HPPWD Er. P.K. Majhi —ﬁﬁﬁT THFOT Sy s
may abtain the same from the website: http://hptenders.gov.in. Digital signature is mandatory to participate in Superintending Engineer _&F H: =T H0—01/2024—25
the e-tendering. Bidders already possessing the digital signature issued from authorized CAs can use the same in Cuttack (R & B ) Division No. 1
this tender. OIPR - 34091/11/0007/2425 o i = R S (. AR e
_ . Tfaer smfra o & e —  26.06.2024
Key Dates: 2 T .
3. ey srrema sroqare) ey - 21
1. |Date of Online Publication 26.06.2024 1000 HRS 4 PARIE SRS Sl ;:_‘,T;.I {Em} ) ot —  16.07.2024 URTE 5:00 T TP |
2. |Documents Download Start and End date 10.07.2024 1030 HRS upto 19.07.2024 5 B Ay o
1800 HRS O i | | |
3. |Bid Submission Start and End Date 10.07.2024 1030 HRS upto 19.07.2024 S 5. RFP @1 sl #1 e vd ffqersid —  www.eproc2.bihar.gov.inw|
1800 HRS GRS
overnment of Uttarakhand : :
4. |Physical Submission of EMD and Cost of tender Documents  |20.07.2024 up to 1100 HRS Office of the gire::inr Generalil et i B 6. Wl—dre ®fen = i, w9a vd we — fe¥i®—02.07.2024 &1 11:00 & Yalo 39 gfery
5. |Date of Technical Bid opening, Evaluation of Technical Bid 22.07.2024 1130 HRS Relati ’ b FeIees (emgfiaiey), fder e & e
followed by Opening of Financial Bid elations Department, Uttarakhand &8, WY F0—505, W0 WP, TER TeT HF,

Suchna Bhawan, Ladpur, Ring Road, Near Rajya kar Bhavan, Dehradun

. e
The tender documents shall be uploaded online in 2 cover:
)  Cover I shall contain se:nned copies of all “Technical Documents/Eligibility information” S nk@gmaimzﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂ o T G o DR (e 3ig) — 160 aa) a5
" _ RO e 9! | , — — T Cre A R v o Rfg dre)  —  aoire) dre frared @ wokia
i) Cover 2 shall contain BOQ/Financial Bid where contractor will quote his offer for each item. Letter No.: 578/1&PRD(Publication) 06/2023 Dated: 25 june, 2024 et e 28 _ e
5. Submission of Original Documents: The bidders are required to submit (a) original demand draft towards the e-Tender Process
cost of bid documents and(b) original bid security/Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) and other Technical Documents The department invites e-tender proposals for printing of coffee table books related to government’s &0 ST ST A RFP &1 | 3Ugd & | RFP &l ﬁ_ Cap |
in 0/0 the Executive Engineer, HP.PWD, Arki Divn. HP as specified in Key dates at Sr. No. 4 on Tender Opening developmental schemes/policies etc. from local firms having experience in printing of coffee table uf¥r (wo) | Wl¥ (wo) | uf¥r (wo) | wiwfeaw | wifig
Date, failing which the bids will be declared non responsive, books under the following conditions. Yob | DI Irafer
6. BID OPENING DETAILS The bids shall be opened on 22.07.2024 at 1130 HRS in the office of Executive Engineer, S No. Particular Date 1 Selection of i 4,00,000/— | 5,000/— As per 365 fa=1
HP,PWD, Arki divn./Superintending Engineer, 3rd Circle, HP.PWD, Solan HP by the authorized officer. In their : 1 Date of availability of Tender 27 June, 2024 01.00 PM Agency for providing website
interest the tenderer are advised to be present along with original documents at the time of opening of tenders. Documents on Website for download project management
If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened on the 2. |Tender document is also available at | https://uktenders.gov.in unit (PMU) services
next working day at the same time and venue. 27 June, 2024, 3.00 PM to the traffic division,
7. The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period not less than 20 days after the deadline date 3. |Bid submission start date 28 June, 2024, 10.00 AM Bihar Police
for bid submission. 4, Last date of Bid submission 11 July, 2024, 05.00 PM Headquarters, Govt.
: . - s ol : 5. |Date of Opening of Technical Bid 12 July, 2024, 11.30 AM f Bih
8. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The officer inviting tender shall not be held liable for any 5 |Date of {]pening ST Frandal Bid will b o — or =iner

delays due to system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bidders of any
bid updates, the Employer shall not be liable for any information not received by the bidder. It is the bidders’ 7
responsibility to verify the website for the latest information related to the tender. '
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intimated separately
Venue for all tender releated work

Information & Public Relations Department,

suchna Bhawan, Ladpur, Ring Road, Dehradun

Rs. 3000/- + 18% G.S.T.

Total= 3540/- only

Note: If any date mentioned above is declared as public Holiday, that date will be shifted to next

working day without any change in other parameters such as Venue, etc. Sd/-

(Banshidar Tiwari)
Director General

Executive Engineer 3

HPPWD Division Arki ‘

Distt. Solan H.P

on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh

Tender Document Cost

PR. No.002600(Police) 2024-25

DPR HP-0373
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EDUCATION/ADMISSIONS
R%ﬁ *—F :

%"  INSTITUTE OF HIGHER STUDIES

] II I "] (Affiliated to CCS University, Mesrut | College Code=397]
(Formerly, Meerut University) | NAAC A++ Accredited

| ADMISSIONS OPEN: 2024-25 |

HE[:[IEHITlﬂH BY Great Opportunity

@ J/W//? @
LAW Academy
Approved by BCI & Affiliated to CCS university

ADMISSIONS OPEN 2024-25

LLB

(3 Years)

BA.LLB

(5 Years)

B.COM.LLB

(5 Years)
OTHER COURSES @ IPEM Group
MBA | MCA| BBA | BCA
B.COM(H) | BED | D.ELED

lwipemgzb.ac nt,+91 910491474 [N

(1B (35Yrs), LLM, PHDE
s.ED M. ED, JBT :
MBA, MCA, MM.SC 8

www.internationaipolytechnic.com

HOLY FAMILY HOSPITAL

COLLEGE OF RADIOGRAPHY
(Atfiliated to GGSIPU Delhi)

Applications are invited for
admission under 10% seat of Management quota
(session 2024-25)

nB.Sc. (M.LT)

course, Eligibility and Reservation as per GGSIPU norms.

Forms are available at college on all working days
from 9AM-4PM. Last date 5th July 2024.

Okhla Road, New Delhi 110025
Ph. 011 - 4402 0000, 3503 4000
www.hfhdelhi.org
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MEWAR

INSTITUTE

Affiliated to C.C.S. University, Meerut
App. by Bar Council of india, N.Delhi

Admission 2024-25
Premier Instltute |n NCR

#UpgradeYourFuture

INTERNATIONAL POLYTECHNIC

GOVT. REGD.

Choose The Right Path For Your
Dream Career

UGC ACT UNDER SECTION 2 {ﬂ

Merit Scholarship Available
Life Long Learning Through Activities
sports Facility

State of The Art BAJMC Media Lab
Lush Green Campus

AC Class Rooms with Wi-Fi Facility ..

NPTT | OFFICE MGT. | MAKEUP
UGC APPROVED DEGREE COURSES ALSO AVAILABLE

Practical Exposure. Fully Furnished Labs «
Dual Qualification Opportunity «
100% Placement Assistance «

E-MAIL CALL US

e 1

il

MA, M.COM, MPT, BPT ' Scholarship Available « Training and Placement Support Q g : diets
Library Course, ‘I’ﬂéﬂ&ﬂiﬁl!ﬂp&ﬂi é Workshops By Experts « iSO 9001z 2015 % Enuntemlass'ﬁEds E:;;ﬁﬁ'ﬂm
Fine Arts, Journalism & Mass Com Experienced Faculty « Certiriad Instituts 4 1 1

Well Furnished Girls Hostel In Campus «

85272-76183 / 011-24699855f

E- 44, Nehru Ground NIT Faridabad je . i
' A-a, Ring Road, South Extension 1 Plot No. 2, Sector 8, Dwarka

 Road, South EXOnsIon 1 | ear Soctor 8, Mot Station Now Dl 110075 |
ROMISSION GPEN N coance o waue J chance o uau_J

2024-25 _
: WE, PRAVEEN Bhatia & Mansi Bhatia * I HITHERTO known as Sarthak Gupta

10th &12th(OPEN SCHUGL

! DELHI NCR: NEAR VAISHALI METRO,
RBA COLLEGE :

INDIRAPURAM, GHAZIABAD-201014
+91-9355078278, 9560994644, 9560994657

Email: admission@theiihs.com | Apply hitps:/ftheiihs.com/
online-admission-form | www.theiihs.com
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Other courses available:
B.Sc (math), M. Sc. (Bio-Tec), B.Ed., BTC

Sec-4C, Vasundhra, Ghaziabad

W -~ h1ndustantimes com
' f 1800- 103 1800 ﬂ‘"

Your protection is our priority

LL.B.

3 YEARS s

LL.M.

—2 YEARS s

Affiliated to
CCS University, Meerut &
Approved by BCI, New Delhi

SRG LAW COLLEGE

9759925686
7534832029
9837354829

r/o 402, Glory Tower - 07, Omaxe

Hills-2, Surajkund Road, Sector-43,
Faridabad-121001 (Haryana) and at
254, Nilgiri Apartments Alaknanda,

New Delhi-110019, have changed our
minor son s name from Arjun Bhatia  : ,
to Arjun Jai Bhatia (0.0.8. 31.12.2011) ¢ I MANOJ Kumar 5/0.5hri Uday Ram,

for all future purposes, vide Affidavit :

nos. 3&4 dated 24.06. 2024, sworn
betore Notary, Delhi.

I, PRIANSHIKA D/o Mr. Kailash Chand
:  RfoE 204 Block A Matiyala Road Pvt : .
: |, MS. Madiha Guizar D/o Gulzar

310, Jain park uttam nagar, Delhi,
110059 have changed my name to
Prianshika Lohra for all purposes

; I, RAMESH alias Rameshwar S/o Shri

Ram Dayal aged about 44 years R/o

216-A/12, Gautam Magar, New Delhi- :

110049 have changed my name to
Ramesh for all future purposes

N-15-B-10, Indra Vikas Colony, Near

sant Nirankari Schoal, Or. Mukherjee

Nagar, Delhi-110009, have changed
my name from Monaj Kumar to

Manoj Kumar for all future purposes.

Ahmed, Rfo 602/12, Shahjahanabad

Appts., Plot no.1, Sec-11, Dwarka,
New Delhi-110075 have changed my

| UDIT Awasthi 5/0 Vijay Narayan

I, SURENDER Singh Tanwar S/o Sh.

S/0 Neeraj Kumar Gupta R/o A-2/10,
Znd Floor, Model Town, Phase-1,
Dethi-110009 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as Saarthak Guptaa.

Avasthi R/o Ground Floor-1 Siddhi
Vinayak Apartment , Abhay Khand-3, :
Indirapuram,Ghaziabad- 201014 :
Have Changed My Name to Udit

Avasthi For All Future purposes.

Rohtan Singh R/o H.No.1732 Sector§
Faridabad, Haryana-121006 have ;
changed my name from Surender

0120-2698218/19/20, 9818511145

name from Madiya Bano to Madiha

Singh to Surender Singh Tanwar

" THIS IS to inform that the Dlrgmal
of Builder Buyer Sale Agreement
dated 10.03.2004 in respect of
Apartment No. 001 in Tower C-1,
Uniworld City (West), Sector 30 &
41 Gurugram, Executed between
M/s. Unitech Ltd. and Mrs. Chander
Bhasin and Mr. Om Parkash Bhasin
has been misplaced/ lost m the
vicinity of said premises / locality.

LOST & FOUND LOST & FOUND

I RAJRATAN Gupta s/o R C Shastri

R/o 1815, Sector-28, Faridabad have

lost my Originat allotment Letter/
Nomination Letter and Flat BEA
for Flat K 703, Park Elite Premium,
Sec 84, Faridabad, Finder may
cont: 9910009702

' PUBLIC NOTICE |

Caﬂtmn to Public against

: jfentering into any sort of
: [transaction |/ business /
‘|dealing with the Present
: |Occupants of D-920, New
: |Friends Colony, New Delhi -

; 110025

- | That on behalf of my client Ms.
: |Deepika Shrivastava ("Owner”)
: |lawful owner of the property
: |bearing No. D - 920 situated at
: |New Friends Colony, New Delhi—
- 1110025 (*Property”) it is brought
: |to the naotice of the public at large
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: 1, HITHERTO known as Monika Malik Gulzar for all future purposes. for all future purposes. ﬂHIElHAI. FLAT Buyer Agreement - |that the Property was leased out

INTEGRATED
SCHOOL OF LAW

Affil. to CCS Univ, App'd by BCI,
One of the Oldest Self linance
Institution in Ghaziabad

College Code: 999

LLB:~

alias Monika Anand D/o Shri Vijay
Anand, working as Healthcare
consultant (Self Employed), resident
of 55-A, Old Dalanwala, Karanpur,
Dehradun-248001(UK), declare that
before marriage my maiden name

was Monika Anand in all my records.

After marriage, | wish to change my
name and shall hereafter known as

Monika Anand Agrawal. It is certified :
that | have complied with other legal :

N

if found, Please cont : 9810515470 y

. I, AYUSH Singhal S/o Sh. Surender

Kumar R/o H.No.251, Satbari,
New Defhi-110074 have changed
from Ayush to Ayush Singhal for
all future purposes,

: PAWAN KUMAR S/0 Jai Chand R/o 514, °
Naya Gaon, Bhondsi Gurugram, Hary- :

24 June 2024 Affidavit No-0724

| NEHA Dixit (W/0 Sh.Vibhor Dixit)

permanent resident of 86, Indra
vilas lal kothi Nauchandi Grounds
Meerut 250002 have changed my
sumame from Sharma to Dixit after
my marrage on 7 December 2010.

I, SATVIR W /o Tilak Raj Trehan R/o
Flat no-14002, tower-18, Durian

I, NARINDER Singh, R/0 56A, Pocket C,

Sidharth Extension, New Delhi-14,
lost my original Power of Attorney
dated 17/12/86 of above said

property vide FIR No: 1841923/2024.

finder pls contact : 9899375697

I MADHU Jain R/o 54 Daryaganj Delhi

lost sharecertificate of property at

against unit No. E- 1002 of Ansal
Heights Sec- 92 Gurgaon Lost at
Delhi. if found please contact
Ms. Dhriti Saxena R/o C-735/B,
Sushant Lok, Phase-1, Gurgaon,
Haryana, Mob: 9810009256

:1to Ms. Ashyma Paul ("Present
:|10ccupant”) vide lease
: |agreement dated September 20,
:12019 & a Fixture - Fitting
: |Agreement dated September 23,
- 12019 (“Lease Agreement’) for
: lusing the Property for Bed &

1 pusLicNoTices
{ _PuBLICNOTICE

Breakfast service | scheme.
That the Lease Agreement has

Executive In availing the
best schemes and offers

Pay for your Ad using:
« Cash collection from
your doorstep

designed by our
In-nouse designers

Get your

Advertisement
published in the

requirement in this connection. ana 122102 | have changed my name :  Mahagun Mywoods, Gaur City-2, A406, The East west ConpHousin expired its natural life on October ' '
BA- L L B Monika Malik alias Monika Anand to Pawan Bhadana for all future :  reater Nokid West Distt Gautam Saciety Ltd nowknown as Il.lllaifairg :131, 2023 and the Present * Online thml.lgh credit card [NeWSpdper.
[Signature (in existing old name. GRS o s Wie MTAVC IR, & Biltia Nasar ILED1206 vave Appt IP.Ext Parpatgun,Delhi PUBLIC NOTICE - [Occupant is illegally occupying

5 year _ ; o o4 Bmtora e ~[itisinformed o all t general |  the Property and, in this regard hindustantmws
Delhi-Meerut Expressway (NH-9) § MONICA W/0 Pawan Bhadana, Rjo EA S, . WE, AKM Systems Put. Ltd., having : {that |, Anil Kumar Khanna, son| : |the Present Occupant has also

Adjoining Dasaa Flyover, GZB-201009

Call: +91 8860122262 [
+91 8505560124 I

www.inmantec.edu

ACADEMIC

CRPF PUBLIC SCHOOLE

Sec-14, Rohini, Delhi

crpfschoolrohini@gmail.com, 011-27562303

TGT-English,

Computer Science

: I, RAMESH Baboo Rama Warrier, S/0
. Rama Warrier Rama Warrier, holding :

: I, LAKSHAY 5/0 V Murli R/o 703, Pkt

Activity Teacher -
Dance

Electrician

-59, 2nd floor, Inderpuri, New Delhi -
110012, | have cha n%ed my name
to Monica Bhadana for all future

purposes as per vide Affidavit Dated

-24 June 2024 Affidavit No - 0723

| RAVINDER Pal Singh Sidhu S/o

Santokh Singh Sidhu R/o 92, Shankar _ -
- I ANIL Naudiyal 5/o0 Niranjan Prasad

Naudival R/0 Flat-1504, Casa Greens :
1, Greater Noida West, Uitar Pradesh

Vihar Delhi-110092, | have changed
my name to Ravinder Pal Singh all
PUrposes.

I, OM Prakash S/o Sh. Manohar Lal :
Rfo Vill. Selathi, Teh. & Distt. Palwal- :

121102 declared that my name's
spetling was wrongly mentioned
in my 10th marksheet Om Praksh.

But my correct name is Om Prakash. ',

in future | will be known as Om
Prakash for all purposes.

passport number K8872223, aged 70,
Rfo 7-E, Neethi Apartments, I.P.

I, BIMALI Rout M/o Saroj Kumar Rout

R/o Vill-Bhangamal, PO-Sankarpur,
Teh & Dist-Dhenkanal, Odisha-

Bimali Rout to Bimala Rout for all

future purposes vide affidavit before §

Public Notary Delhi dt 22-06-2024

- 201318 have changed my name
from Anil Naudiyal to Anil Kumar
Naudival for all future purposes.

I ASHISH Srivastava S/o 5h. Gajendra

Kumar Srivastava f/o H. No:
E-102,FF, Galaxy Vega Techzone-4,
Gr. Noida, Dist:-GB Magar, have
changed my name from Ashish
Kumar Srivastava to Ashish
Srivastava for all future purpose,

B. Sec 13, Dwarka, Mew Delhi 110078

LOST & FOUND

I EKTA Arora W/o Sanjeev Arora R/o

: 1, AAYUSH Verma (UID No. 2048 8822
759013 have changed my name from -

8025) 5/o Sujeet Kumar Rfo 32/B-10, :
Oriental Enclave, |.P. Extension, E
Patparganj, Delhi-110092 declare

that the name of my Father and
Mother were wrongly written as

Sujeet Kumar Verma and Archana
Verma respectively in my

educational documents. The

correct and actual name of my

Father is Sujeet Kumar and Mother

is Archana, hence it may be

amended accordingly.

- 1, SARITA Singhal W/o Sh. Surender

Kumar R/o H.No.251, Sathari,
New Delthi-110074 have changed
from Sarita to Sarita Singhal for

all future purposes.

registered office at 1st Floor, The
Great Eastern Centre, Behind |FCI
Tower, 70 Nehru Place, New Delhi-
110019, owner of Flat No's B-0904
& B-1004 in the residential project
Godrej Aria situated at Sector-79,
Gurgaon-122051, have lost original
ABA (Apartment Buyer Agreements)

into between Wonder City Buildcon
Pyl. Ltd. and Manpreet Singh which
later endorsed o AKM Systems
Pvl. Ltd. by the builder. Original
Allotment Letter and Endorsement
Letier of B-1004 is [ost as well. If
found by the Finder please contact

Mr.Umesh Malhotra at our registered :
: - | said property in their name. If

- lany person,
- finstitution etc.

pffice address which is given above.

l ASHISH Goel, 5/0 Mr. Rakesh Goel,

R/0 fiat no. R-14/1-B Rajnagar,
Ghaziabad. The original
Supplementary Builder Buyer
Agreement of C-733, River Height,
Rajnagar Extension,Ghaziabad which
was issued on 15/5/2010 has been
lost. Information report in this

both dated 16th August 2017 entered The legal

- |of Late Shri Jagdish Kumar
- | Khanna, resident of House No.
- 12053, Ground Floor, Block- A,

; Green Field Colony, Faridabad
; Her ana (1110 =q

. ft) My

other Kanta HEI‘II Khanna
ﬂeah 07/05/2021) Wife of
hri Jagdish Kumar Khanna.
heirs of Kanta Rani
Khanna are Anil Kumar

- | Khanna (son), Ankush Khanna

son) and Anjali Arora
daughter). Apart from these,

. | she has no other heir. After her
. | death,
- |{son), Ankush Khanna snng
-land Anjali Arora (daughter

Anil Kumar Khanna

have applied for transfer of the

legal heir or
has any

. | objection then they can reqgister
- | your objection in writing along
. | with relevant documents before
- |the Commissioner,
. | Corporation, Faridabad within
- |30 days of the publication of
- |this notice, If no objection is
. | received from EI:H‘;]T'IE during

Municipal

: |been served with legal notice(s)
- |dated April 22, 2024 and June 06,
: 12024 for the rent dues; vacating
: |and handing over the Property to
- |the Owner.

- | That the Property is in deplorable
: (condition and demands major
: |repairs and maintenance, which
 |can only be undertaken after it is
- {vacated and handed over to the
‘Owner.
- |circumstances it will be the sole
: {responsibility of the Present
- |Qccupant for any consequential
- |hazard, loss, damage, accident,
: linjury, death, whatsoever
: |including but not limited to any
- lunforeseen and uncontrollable
: |levent arising out of natural
: |disasters such as earthquakes,
- |floods, fires, pandemics, arising
: fout of the illegal usage of the
- |Property.

Under such

Protecting you and providing a secure environment is and always has
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wVisit school website for detailed :  Extension, Delhi, hereby change my changed my name to Lakshay Murii H.No. 2A/46-A, NIT, Faridabad have regard SO NO 430/2014 Delhi Police  : | this period then The property - 10On behalf of the Owner of
requirements - qualification, experience,| :  name as Ramesh Babu Rama vide affidavit dated 20/06/2024 lost my original Relinquishment LR No. 1936954/2024 has been § wflltlhhe tralrr‘usfeimd tothename| :\p .. perty; Ms. Deepika
EllgltF#!ty gEld; a ijbﬂui “Elﬁtﬂ : Warrier, as per Affidavit Number sworn before notary public Prabha deed no, 2908 dt. 12.06.2014. registered on 22/6/24. If anyone : a ;app “:anl' e - |Shrivastava
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Sensex scales 78k-mark
as banks, I'T stocks surge

Sensex jumped 0.92%
to 78,053, while Nifty
rose 0.78% to settle at
record 23,721 points

Dipti Sharma

dipti.sharma@livemint.com

MUMBALI: Banking and infor-
mation technology stocks took
the market indices to fresh
peaks on Tuesday after a rela-
tively quiet week, as investors
looked forward to the Union
budget in July.

The BSE Sensex crossed the
78,000-mark to touch a record
78,164.71 points, before settling
0.9% up at 78,053.52 points.
The Nifty50 ended 0.8% higher
at 23,721.30 points, after touch-
ing a record 23,754.15 points
intraday.

In the broader markets, Nifty
Midcap 100 and Nifty Smallcap
250 hit all-time highs of
55,922.95 and 17,219.05 points,
respectively.

According to Dhiraj Relli,
MD & CEO of HDFC Securities,
the gradual rise of the market
over the past few days has been
fed by participants wary of high
valuations. Relli said they also
fear sharp profit-booking

o,
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The gains in the stock market were primarily driven by financial

services and information technology stocks.

before or after the budget,
which has not happened so far.
Meanwhile, even June quarter
earnings are not expected to be
great given the election-related
disruption, he added.

At the same time, Relli
believes India still offers visible
growth at a good pace over the
next few years, unaffected by
global developments. Besides, a
decent monsoon could improve
growth prospects further while
bringing down inflation. And a
rate cut by the US Fed over the
next few months could make
equity as an asset class even
more attractive, benefiting
Indian equities through more

MINT

inflows, he explained.

Tuesday’s gains were prima-
rily driven by financial services
and information technology
(IT) stocks. HDFC Bank, ICICI
Bank, Axis Bank, Reliance
Industries (RIL), Larsen &
Toubro (L&T), and Infosys
were the biggest contributors
to the surge.,

Nifty Bank index registered a
fresh high on Tuesday, closing
1.7% higher. What acted as a
sentiment booster for this sec-
tor was the better-than-ex-
pected current account num-
bers.

“India’s current account def-
icit reduced to 0.7% of GDP in

FY24 from 2% in FY23 and
recorded a surplus of 0.6% of
the GDP in Q4 due to higher
services exports,” pointed out
Ajay Menon, MD & CEQO, brok-
ing & distribution, Motilal
Oswal Financial Services.

The Nifty has been largely
consolidating in a range of
1,000 points for the past couple
of months, said Gaurav Dua,
senior vice-president and head
of capital market strategy, Sha-
rekhan by BNP Paribas.

He pointed out that there is
buying interest below 22,500
and some selling pressure
beyond 23,500 on Nifty.

“We see it as a one-time cor-
rection, which is healthy for
the sustenance of the rally,”
said Dua. He believes sectors
such as private banks and IT,
along with heavyweights RIL
and HUL will have to take up
the baton to break out of the
range into higher levels.

“Banks have more catch-
ing-up on the up, as do IT servi-
ces and fast-moving consumer
goods,” said Relli, adding that
pre-budget buying could hap-
pen in defence, rail, agri-based
and infrastructure stocks,
whereas oil & gas and pharma-
ceuticals could underperform
in the near term.

Sebi may tighten rules on
derivatives, influencers

Ram Sahgal &
Gopika Gopakumar

ram.sahgal@livemint.com

MUMBAIL: In a setback to stock
exchange BSE, India’s capital
markets regulator is holding
firm on its stand of levying a reg-
ulatory fee on the notional turn-
over of options rather than on
the premium turnover, said a
person aware of the matter.

SInce premium turnover is
just a fraction of notional turn-
over, paying regulatory fees
based on the former meansless
outgo for the exchange.

“They will have to pay the reg-
ulatory fees on annual turnover
based on the notional turnover
in case of options contracts,” the
person said on the condition of
anonymity.

BSE, which has been paying
the regulatory fees based on pre-
mium turnover, had requested
the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) to recon-
sider its “advisory” to the
exchange on 26 April.

This gains significance
against the backdrop of BSE'’s
derivatives business growing in
a big way in the previous fiscal.

BSE had informed NSE
(National Stock Exchange of
India) about the letter from Sebi,
according to an exchange filing
on 26 April. BSE is listed on its
rival stock exchange.

The Sebi advisory comesin the
wake of BSE ramping upits
derivative segment volumes

since last May. REUTERS

The unlisted NSE, the coun-
try’s largest stock exchange, has
been paying the regulatory fee
on notional turnover of options
contracts since 2006-07, "in
keeping with Sebi's definition of
annual turnover”, another per-
son said on the condition of ano-
nymity. A query to NSE to con-
firm this went unanswered.

BSE said during the release of
its March quarter results on 8
May that it had made a provision
of 2169.77 crore—including
344 3 crore for the April-Decem-
ber 2023 period and ¥7347 crore
for Q4—for the differential regu-
latory fee, pending Sebi’s final
decision on its request.

While BSE declined to com-
ment on the matter, a query to
Sebi went unanswered.

Notional turnover refers to
the total value of an options con-
tract while premium turnover
refers to the actual traded value.
For instance, the 78,100 strike
sensex call options contract
expiring on 28 June is available
at a premium of 3340 a share (10
shares make one contract). The
notional turnover for this con-
tract will be ¥7.84 lakh (10 x
(78,100 +340)), while premium
turnover will be ¥3,400 (pre-
mium of 340 x 10 shares).

BSE shares ended up 0.9% at
22,520.55 apiece on NSE on
Tuesday. The share has lost
21.47% in value since Sebi’s cir-
cular on 26 April. Against this,
the Sensex is up 6% at 78,053.52
over the same period, and the
Nifty is also up 6% at 23,721.3.

The regulatory advisory
comes in the wake of BSE ramp-
ing up its derivative segment vol-
umes since last May after dec-
ades of being unable to get trac-
tion on this front.

This was enabled with Sebi
allowing it to launch weekly
Sensex options expiring on Fri-
day instead of Thursday, coin-
ciding with the weekly Nifty
option contracts expiry.

In FY24, BSE reported total
derivatives turnover of ¥8,028.93
lakh crore, up a staggering
2,241% trom 34315 lakh crorein
FY23. The corresponding NSE
figures were 379,928 lakh crore-
and 38,223 lakh crore.

Adani Group plans
to double capex for
FY25 to 1.3 lakh cr

Anirudh Laskar &
Nehal Chaliawala

feedback@livemint.com

MUMBAI/NEW DELHI: The Adani
group plans to nearly double its
capital expenditure to 1.3 tril-
lion in FY25, as the conglomer-
ate sharpens its infrastructure
and green energy focus in one of
the most aggressive expansion
plansin India Inc.

The capex will be funded
through a mix of debt and
equity, including internal accru-
als and capital from promoters,
the group’s chief financial officer
Jugeshinder Singh said on Tues-
day. The Gujarat-based con-
glomerate had outlined about
70,000 crore for capex in FY24.

The group will invest nearly
85% of the planned amount in
infrastructure and utilities,
including 234,000 crore in
renewable energy. About 7,000
crore will go into the ports busi-
ness, ¥4,200 crore in data cen-
tres business under unlisted
AdaniConneX, and the rest in
airports, roads and energy
equipment manufacturing.

Adani will raise $2.5-3 billion
by selling shares in group com-
panies this fiscal, Singh said. In
May, the boards of group flag-
ship Adani Enterprises and
Adani Energy Solutions had
passed enabling resolutions to
raise 16,600 crore and 12,500
crore of equity. “Our average
equity programme is going to be
32.5-3 lakh crore. We are in dis-
cussions with more than 116
potential investors,” he added.

The Adani group’s plans come
at a time of renewed calls for the
private sector to step up with
capex. In the last few years, the
government has done much of
the capex heavylifting in India,
while the private capex stayed
muted. In February, finance
minister Nirmala Sitharaman
had urged corporates to “join in
a big way” to push up India’s
growth trajectory, especially as
the country aims to become a
developed nation by 2047.

Gautam Adani, chairman,
Adani Group. PTI

In its latest May bulletin, the
Reserve Bank of India said, “A
strong revival in private invest-
ment has to become the most
important factor driving growth
in the years to come, especially
as public finances consolidate.”
Earlier in February, too, the cen-
tral bank had called upon India
Inc. to lead the way in capex.

Adani group’s capital require-
ment for the next 10 years is $100
billion, Singh said, adding the
group has secured the necessary
funding. “68% of this is via own
capital,” Singh said. "The equity-
debt funding gap will be further
narrowed in FY25 in which our
own capital will be 88%."

The Adani group has been
reducing its leverage ratio since
American short-seller Hinden-
burg Research last year accused
it of stock price manipulation,
leading to arout in its stock pri-
ces and making it difficult for the
group to raise debt. The group
had denied all charges. The lev-
erage ratio has come down from
3.3 timesin FY23 to 2.2 times in
FY24. The group wants to lower
this ratio further, Singh said.

Adani houses its renewable
energy business in listed Adani
Green Energy and its ports busi-
ness in Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone. Adani Green
Energy plans to ramp up its
renewable energy capacity to
50GW by 2030 from 10.9GW at
present.

Microsoft risks EU fine over breaching antitrust rules

Bloomberg
feedback@livemint.com

Microsoft Corp. risks a hefty
European Union fine after reg-

ulators accused the company of

abusing its market power by
bundling the Teams video-con-
ferencing app to its other busi-
ness software.

The European Commission
said it fired off a so-called state-
ment of objections alleging that
Microsoft's practice of tying
Teams to its Office 365 and
Microsoft 365 packages fell foul
of the bloc’s competition rules.

The EU regulator said that

since at least 2019, Microsoft’s
behavior protected its domi-
nance on the market and gave
Teams an advantage over
rivals. This unfair advantage
was also boosted by limited
interoperability  between
Teams and competing soft-
ware, watchdogs added.
“Preserving competition for
remote communication and
collaboration tools is essential
as it also fosters innovation on
these markets,” the EU’s com-
petition commissioner Margre-
the Vestager said on Tuesday.
Penalties for antitrust viola-
tions can be as high as 10% of a
company's global revenue,

PENALTIES FOR
ANTITRUST
VIOLATIONS CAN
BE AS HIGH AS 10%
OF A COMPANY'S
GLOBAL REVENUE

although they seldom reach
that level.

So far Microsoft's attempts
to sidestep deeper scrutiny of
its behaviour have failed to
sway regulators. But the com-
pany promised to weigh fur-
ther concessions that could
may allow it to avoid punish-

ment.

“Having unbundled Teams
and taken initial interoperabil-
ity steps, we appreciate the
additional clarity provided
today and will work to find
solutions to address the com-
mission’s remaining concerns,”
Microsoft President Brad Smith
said in a statement.

The EU’s formal warning
comes after messaging plat-
form Slack made a complaint
to the EU’s antitrust watchdog
2019. Slack was acquired by
Salesforce Inc., a leader in
cloud-based customer manage-
ment software, in a $27.7 bil-
lion deal in 2021. Like many of

its peers, it's been hit by a slow-
down in tech spending after the
pandemic — announcing plans
to cut about 10% of headcount
after staffing nearly tripled in
the past four years.

The use of Microsoft's Teams
video app soared during the
pandemic, when lockdowns
across the globe forced mil-
lions into remote working and
social distancing.

Within a short period of
time, the application has grown
from around 2 million world-
wide daily users in its first year
of operation in 2017, to 300 mil-
lion in 2023, according to data
from Statista.

TENTH SPECTRUM
AUCTION WORTH
396,238 (R BEGINS

Press Trust of India

feedback@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Auction for 96,238
crore worth spectrum began on
Tuesday that is expected to see
firms like Airtel and Reliance
Jio bidding to acquire airwaves
that will help augment their 5G
services.

It is the 10th spectrum auc-
tion since the process for sale of
radiowaves started through an
online bidding process in 2010.

“The government begins the
auction of Spectrum for Tele-
com Services today at 10:00
AM,” an official statement said
on Tuesday.

The last spectrum auction
was held in August 2022, which,
for the first time, included radio
waves for 5G services.

“To augment existing telecom
services and maintain continu-
ity of services, the government
will hold the spectrum auction
on Tuesday, 25 June 2024. This
is in line with the government’s
commitment to facilitate afford-
able, state-of-art high quality
telecom services to all the citi-
zens, the statement said.

The Department of Telecom-
munications (DoT) has initiated
the spectrum Auction and
notice inviting applications
(NIA) was issued on March 8.

“The Ministry of Communi-
cations announced that the fol-
lowing spectrum bands will go
up for bidding in the upcoming
auction - 800 MHz, 900 MHz,
1800 MHz, 2100 MHz, 2300
MHz, 2500 MHz, 3300 MHz and
26 GHz. Total quantum of spec-
trum being auctioned is
10,522.35 MHz in various bands
valuing ¥96,238.45 crores at
reserve prices, the statement
said. The 3300 Mhz band and 26
Mhz band are seen as suitable
bands for 5G services.

Reliance Jio has deposited
the highest earnest money of
¥3,000 crore for the spectrum
auction, which provides the
company with the potential to
bid for maximum radio waves.

According to pre-qualified
bidder details released by the
Department of Telecommunica-
tions, Bharti Airtel has submit-
ted the earnest money deposit
(EMD) of %1,050 crore and
Vodafone Idea (VIL) of 2300
crore.

JSW Steel to spend $110 mn
to modernise Texas fac1hty

Naman Suri

naman.suri@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: JSW Steel, the steel-
making arm of the $24 billion
JSW Group, on Tuesday said it
would modernize its Texas-
based facility in the US with an
investment of $110 million.

The company’s US subsidi-
ary, JSW Steel USA, plans to
produce high-quality monopile
steel plates meant for offshore
wind farms. The move is in sync
with the US administration’s
aim to deploy 30GW of new
wind energy by 2030.

JSW said in a statement that
it plans to introduce sustainable
technology and modern equip-
ment at its Baytown facility in
Texas with a view to supporting
the US government's planned
offshore wind energy genera-
tion target.

“The new upgrades at our
plate mill support the long-term
ESG initiative of JSW USA and
support decarbonization of the
energy spectrum in the United
States of America. The new
investments will enable us to
progressively deliver high-qual-
ity steel products while further
defining our niche markets
through a Made in America spe-
ciality steel portiolio. These

[

The company’s USsubsidiary, JSW Steel USA, plans to produce

high-quality monopile steel plates for offshore wind farms.

investments have the potential
to significantly reduce US
import reliance in the infra-
structure and renewable energy
sectors,” said Parth Jindal,
director of JSW Steel USA, in
the statement.

JSW Steel USA also plans to
enhance its domestic manufac-
turing capabilities for end-use
within the renewable energy
and infrastructure sectors, with
the proposed investment. “In
doing so, JSW USA will expand
its ‘Made In USA’ product port-
folio by in-sourcing the produc-
tion of American-made steel
slabs from its production facili-
ties at Mingo Junction, Ohio,”
the company added in the state-

AFP

ment.

Steel products made after the
investment will be aligned with
‘Buy America’ requirements for
niche grades and sophisticated
applications such as hydrocar-
bon pipelines, offshore wind
towers, offshore wind plat-
forms, high-density pressure
vessels, monopile steel slabs
and platforms for offshore wind
towers, it added. Further, the
portfolio expansion due to the
fresh investment is expected to
support the expanded develop-
ment of the domestic renewable
energy market by increasing
JSW USA’s service capacity
towards its customers within
the offshore wind market.

IndiGo, Alr]ndla deploy Al to bolster customer service

Anu Sharma

anu.sharma@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Two of India’s larg-
est airlines, IndiGo and Air
India, are deploying artificial
intelligence-based tools in their
customer care operations to
ensure that most customer que-
ries are resolved at the virtual
assistant level.

The airlines aim to minimise
the time taken to address pas-
senger queries and increase the
efficiency of their customer care
operations by leveraging Al
tools.

For instance, India’s largest
domestic carrier IndiGo, which
carries three out of five flyers in
India, told Mint that following
the implementation of its chat-
bot 6Eskai in November 2023, it
has witnessed a 75% decline in

The airlines aim to minimise the time taken to address passenger

queries and increase the efficiency of their customer care.

the workload of its customer ser-
vice agents.

The low-cost carrier had
developed 6Eskai in collabora-
tion with Microsoft. The com-
pany’s artificial intelligence
chatbot is powered by OpenAl's
large multimodal language
model GPT-4, which is adept at
generating text from textual and

AFP

visual input.

“We have seen over 6,000
bookings made through 6Eskai
over the website and mobile
application. From March 2024
till date, over 39,000 boarding
passes have been issued through
the chatbot,” an IndiGo spokes-
person told Mint.

Also Read: IndiGo to receive

compensation from Pratt &
Whltney for engine issues

“The 6Eskai application is
currently transferring only 2-9%
of chats to experts, as compared
to Dottie (virtual chat assistant),
which was transferring 14- 19%
chats, thereby boosting effi-
ciency by about 5%.”

“We also conduct daily scans
of the customer chat interac-
tions to improve the overall
experience of our customers
with regard to the Al chatbot,”
the spokesperson added.

Keeping up with competition

The Tata group-owned Air
India, the largest international
operator in India, has also
started seeing the impact of vir-
tual assistants powered by gen-
erative artificial intelligence on
its customer care operations.

Generative Al or GenAl is
artificial intelligence that can

create original content, such as
text, images and video, among
others, from cues or prompts
provided to it.

Air India had deployed a gen-
erative Al virtual agent ‘Al.g" in
2023, which has handled more
than two million customer que-
ries so far. Normally, these que-
ries would have required the
assistance of a customer service
agent in the absence of Alg.

Following its deployment, Air
India has managed to get a con-
tainment ratio of 93%, which
means that only 7% of customer
queries are escalated toa human
agent.

The airline’s virtual agent
handles over 1,300 topics and
provides human-like responses
and uses ‘general knowledge,
which was absent in earlier ver-
sions of the Al-based tool, the
airline said.

23 Frank has nothing to write (4)
24 A grain seen only in oak (5)

25 Mineral in crystal-clear form (4)
28 Tie completely round (44)

31 Is against using Latin (6)
DOWN

(8)

2 They open out for the novice (8)

(TN}

out (57)

quotation (4)
7 Not quite out of 5t Malo (b)
8 Make an offer for a boat (6)

15 She left under a cloud (5)
16 Declare the taste to be novel (5)

21 Charged for being drunk (6)
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17 Basic system goes crazy and runs wild (4,3,5)
20 It's inclined to attract sightseers in [taly (75)

29 It's wom by a woman for a dance (6)
30 Tender arrangement for Ted and Alice (8)

Acquires, say, ornaments for the garden (4)
5 They should be carefully rounded inside and

6 | make an offer in place of a previous

11 Pilat skill used to put down on shore (75) 14
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CRYPTIC CLUES
1 F 3 3
ACROSS
1 Cash or credit? (6)
4 Partisan assembly produces a candidate (8) 2 i
9 Money for a horse (6) 11
10 Charm Tibetan leader with performing | e
animals (8)
12 One expresses surprise being doubled up in 15
laughter (2-2) =
13 Distorts notes added after hostilities (5)
14 s half a mile away from land {4) .
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1 They don't believe he requires foreign capital

QUICK CLUES

ACROSS

1 Change course abruptly (6)
4 An unexpected gain (8)
9 Energetic activity (6)

12 Domesticated (4)
13 Frivolous (5)

20 Specifically (2,10)

18 Those feeling the heat suit those feeling the 23 Supporter (4)
cold (8) _ 24 Lesser(5)
19 Valuable - but too nice (8) 25 Qld (4)

28 Cumbersome (8)

Use bombastic language (4)
17 Progress effortlessly well (24,1, 5) 11

10 Acute contagious disease (8)

a7

31

‘DOWN

. 1 Deliberate damage (8)

: 2 Group of supporting dancers (8)
Depraved (4)

Without excess (2]10)

Boring (4)

Attractiveness (6)

Slackness (6)

In excellent health (3,21.6)

00 =~ 7w g b

i 15 Malodorous American mammal (5)
: 16 Absurd proceedings (5)

: 18 Pre-eminent compeonent part (8)
£ 19 Careful forethought (8)

: 2] Completely void space (6)

CRYPTIC

22 (Give an account of prices to the public (6) 29 large non-venomous snake (6) {22 Bloom (6)
26 Elegant style in which ice cream is served (4) 30 Expert shots (8) IE- With deduction of (4}
27 Lift elbow to highest point (4) 31 Place of worship (6) 127 Sort (4)
MONDAY'S SOLUTIONS (16895)
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QUICK

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1to 9.

{ WEATHER }
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Austria's Mﬂl‘l{ﬂ Arnautovic celebrates after his team scored against Netherlands in thmr Em 02024 match in Berlin on Tuesday.

Irrepressible Austria
Netherlands in a classic

A remarkable show
sees Austria beat the
former champions
3-2 and top Group D

Ashish Magotra

ashish.magotra@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Thirty-six years
ago, on June 25, a Netherlands
team that included Rudd Gullit
and Marco Van Basten beat the
Soviet Union 2-0 in the final of
the European Championships
to script one of the most
famous days in Dutch history.

Sadly enough, the 2024 anni-
versary of the day wasn't
exactly a tribute to that one.
There was the odd glimpse of
magic but it remained an odd
one as an exciting Austrian
team managed to win 3-2 and
come out on top in a classic.

Over the years, Netherlands
have matched up well against
Austria. In the previous seven
matches between the two sides,
the Dutch had come out on top.
In fact, the last time Austria
beat them was in May 1990.

Still, Tuesday was very much
about the present. A great start
for Austria saw them dominat-
ing possession in the early
going while Netherlands sim-
ply seemed like a side that got
off on the wrong side of the
bed.

Netherlands  manager
Ronald Koeman was urging his
team to go higher up the pitch,
but before they could do that
disaster struck in the form of
another own goal in this cham-
pionship. The passive Dutch
team paying the ultimate price.
A ball from Alexander Prass
into a dangerous area got a des-
perate response as Donyell
Malen (6" og) felt he needed to
try and keep it out. He couldn't.

Counter-press

Austria’s counter-press is really
good and if you want to match
them, you have to do the same.
As soon as they lose posses-
sion, they are quick to win it
back. This isn't the game Neth-
erlands usually play and it
made things really difficult for
them.

In the 23rd minute, Malen
sent one just wide. Tijjani
Reijnders’ clever reverse pass
gave him the opportunity but a
miskick saw it go just wide. He
didn't look at the bench for
Koeman was livid. A little com-
posure and they would have
drawn level.

Strangely enough, for all
their control, Austria had no
attempts on the Dutch goal for
the first 30 minutes while the
Dutch, who had struggled, had
managed to get at least two
very decent chances.

A sense of how dissatisfied
Koeman was with the proceed-

ings could be seen in his deci-
sion to made a substitution
after just 35 minutes. Simons
was brought in for Veerman.
The Dutch play started becom-
ing more dynamic but the Aus-
trians were doing well to find
the right balance.

Around the 38th minute,
Marko Arnautovic had an invit-
ing opportunity to double Aus-
tria’s lead, but he failed to con-
nect properly after the ball
dropped at his feet just eight
yards out.

At half-time, the Austrians
would have certainly been the
happier side. Prass, a left winger
who now plays as left-back, had
a particularly good half and
seemed to be in the mix at both
ends of the pitch. He helped
Austria while going forward but
Malen threw him a few defen-
sive challenges as well.

The challenge in the second
half for Austria would be to
somehow maintain their high
intensity levels. But even before
they could settle in, Nether-
lands got their equaliser.

They did it in the most Aus-
trian of ways -- they won the
ball back quickly, launched a
counter and then Cody Gakpo
(47") showed incredible compo-
sure to slotitin. Koeman's half-
time talk had an instant
impact.

The goal seemed to shake
Austria a bit but just when you
thought Netherlands were tak-

ing control, Austria scored with
thulr first attack of the half. It
was a wonderfully worked
move that ended with a power-
ful header from Romano
Schmid (59) which was
deflected in by Stefan De Vrij.

Things really heated up
though when the Dutch found
the net through Memphis
Depay (75"). There was a VAR
check for handball but nothing
came off it and the match was
all even again.

Bravehearts

But this wasn’t a match for the
faint-hearted and the Austrians
didn’t want to go home without
a win. A fluid move in the 80th
minute saw Marcel Sabitzer
run on to a deft through ball
before rifling it in.

Austria, having won Group
D, will now play the second-
placed team from Group F in
Leipzig on Tuesday. France,
who finished second in Group
D, will play the runners-up from
Group E in Dusseldorf on Mon-
day. The Netherlands have qual-
ified for the knockout stages as
a best third-placed side and, as
it stands, will face England if the
Three Lions top Group C.

But more than anything else,
this was the kind of game
which showed why no one
would like to play this Austrian
side. They play hard, they put
on a show and they always play
to win.

REUTERS
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TODAY'S
MATCHES

Slovakia vs Romania
Venue: Frankfurt

Ukrame VS Belglum
Venue: Stuttgart

Time: 9:30AM (IST)

Georgia vs Portugal
Venue: Gelsenkirchen
Czech vs Turkey
Venue: Hamburg
Time: 12:30AM (THURSDAY)
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Mbappe, Lewandowski
spot kicks in stalemate

Aditya Chaturvedi

aditya.chaturvedi@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Although France had
secured a spot in the round of 16,
they were yet to hit top gear head-
ing into their final Group D game
on Tuesday. A scrappy 1-0 win
over Austria and the stalemate
with Netherlands didn’t reflect
their tag as tournament favourites.
Against Poland at the BVB Stadion
Dortmund, the Les Bleus were
expected to banish all doubts, but
couldn’tas the match ended inal-1
draw after two second-half penal-
ties.

All eyes were on Kylian
Mbappe. The talismanic French
skipper didn't feature against the
Dutch because ofthe broken nose
sustained against Austria, but
started with a protective mask on.
With a struggling Antoine Griez-
mann relegated to the bench,
Mbappe switched tactics and con-
tinued to drop down the field to
lend creative spark to French
attacks.

He couldn't score from open
play but Mbappe got his first ever
Euros goal from the spot. It
seemed at the point that France
would run away with the contest.
But the Whites and Reds showed
incredible grit to earn a penalty
that was converted, after a retake,
by skipper Robert Lewandowski.
The result meant France finished
second in the group while Poland
were knocked out.

Poland had all to play for. They
had lost to Netherlands (2-1) and
Austria (3-1) buta win could have
helped finish among the best
third-placed teams. They were
however up againsta French side
that had kept clean sheets in its
last four international games.

Returning to Dortmund, where
he had spent four memorable sea-
sons from 2010, Lewandowski was
always excepted to lead the charge
for Poland. The 35-year-old striker
had an opportunity in the 34th
minute but couldn't get his header
on target despite being clear. In the
72nd minute, he did well to steal
the ball and launch a shot from 30
yards out.

But his moment finally came
deep in the second half after Karol
Swiderski was tripped inside the
box by Dayot Upamecano. The ref-
eree awarded a penalty after a
VAR check and up. Lewandowski
was initially denied by Mike
Maignan, but was given a second

Kylian Mbappe took off his mask to celebrate his goal from a spot

kick against Poland on Tuesday.

attempt as the goalkeeper had
stepped ahead of his line. The Pol-
ish captain didn't make any mis-
take the second time with a precise
shot to the bottom corner.

For France, it was another even-
ing of missed opportunities. The
first real threat them came in the
11th minute when OQusmane Dem-
bele found space down the right
flank and sent the ball across the
goal. Theo Hernandez got a shot
away at the far post but it was
blocked by goalkeeper Lukasz
Skorupski, whowent on to have an
impressive outing.

Soon after, N'Golo Kante made
a surging run forward and set upa
shot for Dembele from close
range, but Skorupski did well
again to make himself big and
deny the French. Kante was per-
haps guilty of not finding Mbappe
in the box after collecting the
rebound. The 33-year-old mid-
fielder, who won the player of the
match award against Netherlands
for a typically lung-busting per-
formance, wasn't at his best this
time and struggled to find his pass-
ing range.

France began to look a lot more
threatening about 40 minutesinto
the contest when Mbappe decided
to stick to his position on the left.

REUTERS

The 25-year-old, who is tough to
catch once he turns on the after-
burners, linked up nicely with
Bradley Barcola and managed to
get behind the Polish defence on
multiple occasions before the
break. But he was thwarted by
Skorupski each time.

The second half began in the
same vein as France continued to
attack in waves. They had faced
criticism for not being clinical in
front of goal and Deschamps
would have been tempted to ring
in some early changes.

But their persistence was finally
rewarded in the 56th minute after
Dembele was fouled inside the
box. The 27-year-old used his pace
to skip past Arsenal defender
Jakub Kiwior, who had been disci-
plined until then but was guilty of
putting in an unnecessary sliding
tackle this time. Mbappe slotted
home the penalty with confidence
and it seemed that would open the
floodgates.

However, it ended up being a
match to forget for France as
Poland went on the offensive
against the run of play. Even after
getting back on level terms, they
continued to match their oppo-
nents in terms of attacks but nei-
ther team could find a winner.

PWD L GDPts PWD L
33005 9 England@ 211 0 14
___E11‘Iﬁ4 Denmark 200128062
302 1 -3 2 Slovenia 202 |0l 02
3lof1|2]4]a AEERE 1

KICKING AROUND

SCHICK INJURY
DOUBT FOR CZECHS
HAMBURG: The Czech
Republicmay have to do
without key striker Patrik
Schick in their final group
game against Turkey due to
injury, coach lvan Hasek said.
Bayer Leverkusen forward
Schick hobbled off in the
second half of the 1-1draw
with Georgia just nine
minutes after scoring the
equaliser. "Schick was in the
care of doctors, physios and
masseurs for two days, the
injury is getting better. We'll
see tomorrow, Hasek said.
"He is a key player, one of the
top scorersin Europe, but it
he's not ready, somebody will
have to replace himand |
believe they will be ready for
that." The Czechs need to
beat Turkey in Hamburg to be
sure of progressing from
Group F

SYDORCHUK FOR
UKRAINE DREAM
STUTTGART: Ukraine
midfielder Serhiy Sydorchuk
said he hopes the team can
provide the country with
another reminder of life
before the Russian invasion
by reaching the last 16. Serhiy
Rebrov's Ukraine go into
Wednesday's game against
Belgium with all four teams
level on three points. “l can
say what it will mean for the
team, that we have
accomplished our main
mission,” said the 33-year-old.
"What willit mean for the
country? That we willgoon
with this fairytale for several
days for the whole country
because we have been at war
for almost 900 days "

Dhiman Sarkar

dhiman@htlive.com

KOLKATA: The announcement
hasn't come yet, maybe it will fol-
lowing a holiday after the heart-
break. But after a match where he
went from regret to revelry in 33
seconds, becoming the oldest
scorer in the European champion-
shipin the process, and from hope
to disappointment with almost the
last kick in Leipzig, Luka Modric
hasacknowledged the inevitable.

“There will probably come a
time when I have to hang up my
boots,” he said, after a player-of-
the-match performance he would
happily swap with Croatia staying
on in Germany. Unlikely after Mat-
tia Zaccagni's right-foot bender
made it 1-1 taking Italy to the round
of 16 when till the 98th minute it
looked like Croatia, leading by
Modric's 55th minute strike,
would get there at the defending
champions’ expense. With two
points from three games, Croatia
will have to hope for a string of
resuilts to go their way to be among
the best four third-placed teams.

Like the man he wished for a
glorious career that ended in Kolk-
ata on June 6, Modric, 39 in Sep-
tember, will keep playing for his
club. “Don’t know for how much
longer,” he said.

So, if this is the last match ina
major competition for another
LMI0 with a scruffy ginger beard,
one slightly older, slightly taller
and slightly more wiry, how would
it be remembered? In no particu-
lar order it would be Modric’s abil-
ity to find space, more on the right
and centre of the pitch but there
was also an attempt at winning a
footrace on the left. A 30th minute

“I'd also like to keep
playing forever but
there probably will
come a time when
I'll have to hang up
my boots. I'll keep
playing. I'll
continue, so I'm not
sure when, we'll
see.... It (the result)
was very stressful.

We kept fighting E"‘ :

like lions right
to the end. But
football is
cruel.”

— LUKA

MODRIC,
CROATIA
PLAYMAKER
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delivery from the right was inter-
cepted by Gianluigi Donnarumma
and from a corner-kick taken
short, Modric nearly found Luka
Sucic. As the referee blew for half-
time, Modric cushioned a long ball
and handed itover.

Barring Sucic’s shot saved by
Donnarumma, Croatia’s superior
possession had not yielded much.
Ante Budimir's half-time introduc-
tion was a bid to change that but
before he had a say in the proceed-
ings, Croatia won a penalty when
Andrej Kramaric’s shot hit David
Fratessi's hand. Modric’s shot was
saved by Donnarumma going

down in a flash to hisleft; the Italy
goalkeeper reprising his Euro
2020 form and not Champions
League knockout matches in
between.

In less than a minute, Josip
Stanisi¢ found Suci¢ whose long
ball had Budimir getting a vital
touch. Donnarumma saved that
but couldn’t get up when Modric,
off-balance, blasted the rebound
into the roof of the net. “He always
sees the right option. He's got envi-
able technique,” Croatia coach
Zlatko Dalic had told World Soccer
before Euro 2024. It is rare for
Modric to score from a rebound

MODRIC

FOR
CROATIA

but even in his 178th international,
it is not rare for him to be at the
right place at the right time. Over-
whelmingly of Argentine persua-
sion, Doha’s Lusail Stadium
acknowledged thatin 2022 when
Modric came off in the World Cup
semi-final.

At 38 years and 289 days, the
goal made Modric the oldest
scorer in the European champion-
ship beating Ivica Vastic's 2008
mark by 32 days. With Cristiano
Ronaldo around, that record may
not be his for long though. A chal-
lenge on Fratessi fetched a book-
ing and Modric’s last touch was a

swat with the outside of the right
boot that sent Marcelo Brozovic
scootering and essaying a cross for
Budimir which was flicked away
by Alessandro Bastoni. The Italy
defender had two headers at the
other end, one producing a stun-
ning save from Dominik Livak-
ovic, but this clearance kept Croa-
tia from going 2-0 up in the 80th
minute.

As Modric walked away to
applause, having handing over the
armband to Ivan Perisic, Zaccagni
entered. Modric spent the next tew
minutes holding the edge of the
roof of the dugout, gnashing his

shirt when not doing that or cup-
ping hands in front of his mouth.
Yet, time didn't tick as fast as he
wanted and when i struck,
like Alessandro del Piero did in the
2006 World Cupsemi-final, Mod-
ric slumped in his seat.

Notfaraway, Riccardo Calafiori
wept with joy. When all seemed
lost, when Croatia, having
absorbed the pressure from Italy,
were controlling the last few min-
utes, Calafiori had driven forward
and after drawing detenders
towards him, played on Zaccagni.
[taly scored with their only shoton
target in the second half. Goodbye
despair, hello delirium. Not since
2004 have Italy not qualified for
the knockout rounds in this com-
petition.

Conceding a goal in the 95th
minute against Albania and even
later on Monday ruined Croatia’s
campaign in a tournament they
have never done well.

“Football was merciless
tonight,” said Modric. Nearly as
bad as Croatia scoring in the 119th
minute but Turkey equalising in
the 122nd in the quarter-finals of
the 2008 Euros, he said. Modric
was two years into international
football then.

In Doha, when Croatia had
come back against Japan and Bra-
zil — Modric initiating the 117th
minute equaliser — before win-
ning on penalties, he had been on
the right side of late goals. As he
has had been during Real’s escape
to victories in the Champions
League, that outside-of-the-boot
pass against Chelsea in 2022 being
just one example of Modric’s gen-
ius. “Heis footballing perfection,”
Dalic has said. Modric has played
better games for club and country
but try arguing with that.

SPAIN COACH
PLAYS DOWN

FAVOURITES TAG
AFTER PERFECT

GROUP OUTINGS

Aditya Chaturvedi

aditya.chaturvedi@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAIL: Spain’s coach Luis de
la Fuente rang in 10 changes to
his starting 11. La Roja, already
assured of a round of 16 spot
after beating Croatia and Italy,
could afford that luxury when
they took on Albania on Monday
night. A 1-0 win completed a
smooth run as they topped
Group B with full points.

Spain were in control after
taking an early lead through Fer-
ran Torres. For the first time,
Spain finished the group stage at
the Euro without conceding a
goal. After their title winning
run in 2008, it was the second
time they have won all three of
their group games. In fact,
they've lost just one of their pre-
vious 15 games in the opening
stage of this tournament. Such
has been their dominance thatin
their last 11 competitive matches,
they have 10 wins and a draw.

“We have a route ahead of us
and we're playing phenome-
nally,” said Torres after winning
the player of the match award.
“We're a family, very tightly knit.
The thing about this team is that
everyone is ready to be in the
first X1.”

On Spain being rated as the
favourites, coach de la Fuente
said: “The best 16 teams in
Europe will be in the next round,
so I give no importance to us
being favourites. One day you
can be at the top, the next you
can be nothing. Let's not put
extra pressure on these players.”
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How Bumrah, Kuldeep are
proving to be the difference

The pacer and wrist
spinner have paired
up to give India’s
bowling a miserly,
lethal advantage

Ashish Magotra

ashish.magotra@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: You think T20
cricket. You think sixes. You think
heavy bats. You think of batters
with a license to bash. You think of
bowling machines (for that is
whatbowlers are usually).

But then put all that together
and think about it as a captain.
What is it that you need to win
matches? One, you need batters
ready to play the game the way it
needs to be played. Two, you need
players who buck the trend, go
against the grain; players who will
be your difference makers.

And that is what pacer Jasprit
Bumrah and left-arm wrist spin-
ner Kuldeep Yadav are proving to
be for India. Of Bumrah, there was
never any doubt. He runs in and
makes his play dayafter day, game
after game, delivery after delivery,
in every format, rarely if ever tak-
ing a false step. Oppositions, the
ones that are smart at least, simply
looktoget through his overs with-
out taking too much damage.

Bumrah's bowling figures
through the tournament have
reflected how he has attained a
rare mastery in the most difficult
of arts - bowling economically in a
T20 game. His economyof4.08 in
the 2024 T20 World Cup shows
how he has been almost unplaya-
ble.

But coming into the tourna-
ment, the big question for India
was who other than Bumrah. The
pacer’s class isn't a secret, but if
the rest of the bowlers didn’t raise
their game, India could suffer.

The conditions played into
India’s hands during the USA leg
of the tournament with pacers get-

Kuldeep Yadav and Jasprit Bumrah have managed to keep batters reined in.

ting plenty of assistance from the
pitch and the conditions. But the
real tournament would only begin
in the Caribbean, on
pitches that would
be slower and better
for batting. In other
words, not ideal for
pace bowlers.

The switch that
the conditions
demanded was not
lost on the Indian

ICC T20
WORLD CUP

tunity to shine. He has snared
seven wickets in the three
matches and done so at an econ-
omy rate of just 6.25.

More impor-
tantly, many oppo-
nents could make
up their mind and
play out Bumrah
while trying to make
up for it elsewhere,
but with Kuldeep's
variations clicking,

team management.

the pressure is

Out went Moham-
med Siraj and in
came Kuldeep Yadav. The spinner
had been on drinks duty in the
USA, butnow he was being asked
to assume the lead role.

Kuldeep wasn't frazzled in the
least, rather he relished the oppor-

JUNE 2 TO JUNE 29

ramped up in the
best way possible
for India.

This was clear in the game,
against Australia, on a good bat-
ting wicket in St Lucia on Monday.
Travis Head gave them a rollicking
start and at the end of the Power-

BCCl-X

play, the Aussies had reached 65/1
- keeping the required run-rate
well within reach.

That is when Kuldeep was
introduced into the attack. The
last four overs before his introduc-
tion into the attack had gone for
14, 14,12 and 17 runs respectively.
But the spinner put the brakes on
the Australian innings right away
with a four-run over.

HardiK's next over, the eighth of
the innings, was carted for
another 14 runs. But then, with a
serious wind blowing across the
ground, Kuldeep produced
another tight over. The first five
balls saw just four runs scored and
then, off the last, Australian skip-
per Mitch Marsh felt the need to
go for the release shot.

He got the ball too - anice long

SEMI-FINAL 1
Afghanistan vs South Africa

Time: 6AM (Thursday)
Venue: Tarouba

SEMI-FINAL 2
England vs India

Time: 8PM (Thursday)
Venue: Providence

hop-- but such is the skill of wrist
spinners that there is always a lit-
tle extra on the ball. Marsh's pull
was flatter than he wanted it to be
and Axar Patel, at deep square leg,
took an absolute blinder. The
wicket should belong to Axar, but
the pressure built up by Kuldeep
played a big role as well.

Teams would generally rest
easy after playing out Bumrah's
initial spell but Kuldeep upping
the ante in the middle overs
makes Rohit Sharma’s job alittle
easier.

“I thought the chase was well
on target for quite a lot of the time
there,” Aussie pacer Josh Hazle-
wood said. "Till Kuldeep and Jas-
prit, their eight overs, probably
proved the difference again, as
they usually do.”

Whether this proves to be the
difference against England in the
semi-finals in Guyana remains to
be seen, but it will surely give the
defending champions one more
thing to think about before the
semi-final against India.

Shantanu Srivastava

sportsdesk @hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE Asian Games medal-
list Anush Agarwalla will be
India’s entry in the Olympics
dressage at next month’'s Paris
Olympics, Equestrian Federation
of India (EFI) announced on
Tuesday. The 25-year-old was
named ahead of the experienced
Shruti Vora, 53, in a close contest
to become the first Indian to rep-
resent the country in dressage,
an event that judges the rider-
horse movements over a series
of routines.

Agarwalla, who is based in
Borchen, Germany, aggregated
four Minimum Eligibility
Requirements (MERs) in the
International Equestrian Federa-
tion’s (FEI) qualification window
that opened on January 1, 2023
and closed on June 24 this year.
Three of Agarwalla's four MERs
came last year between October-
December while the most recent
one was achieved on June 21
courtesy a 20th-place finish in
Kronberg, Germany where he
scored 67.022 points.

A day later, Vora, astride her
12-year-old gelding Magnani-
mous, finished second with a
score of 68.174 at the Brno Grand
Prix in Czech Republic to secure
her second MER. It came just a
fortnight after her historic win at
the Grand Prix in Lipica, Slove-
nia, where her 67.761 points
earned Vora her first MER, and
underscored her sizzling form.

“Agarwalla has been consist-
ent since the Qualification
period began last year and
achieved Minimum Eligibility
Requirement four times while
veteran Shruti Vora earned the
required two MERSs this month,”
EFI said in a statement on Tues-
day.

As per EFI’s selection guide-
lines released this February, in
case of multiple contenders
meeting the criterion, “the ath-
lete with the highest average in
Grand Prix out of the best 4
events in the past one year shall
be chosen to participate.” Agar-
walla averaged just 0.532 points
more than Vora, according to

EFI recommends Anush
for dressage at Olympics

Indian dressage rider Anush Agarwalla. PTI

EFI. His four MERs are 67.936%
(Wiesbaden, May 2024), 68.261 %
(December 2023 in Mechelen),
67.152 % (December 2023 in
Frankfurt), and 67.804 % (Octo-
ber 2023 in Wroclaw).

“When an average was taken
out of the contenders in the
assessment, Anush emerged
winner. He had an average score
of 67.695 % which was better
than Shruti's 67163 %,” EFI said.

The federation’s reinstated
Executive Committee recom-
mended Agarwalla’s name on
Monday. The deadline to send
the Certificate of Capability to
FEI ended on Tuesday.

“It was a unanimous decision
taken by EFT's Executive Com-
mittee. We went strictly by the
book. Agarwalla’s average scores
were better and so the commuit-
tee recommended his name,”
Colonel SS Ahlawat, a member
of the EC, said.

Vora, however, was upset
with EFTs call and is likely to
approach the court on Wednes-
day.

“We are truly saddened by
EFI's decision, but not dispirited
by the Federation’s flawed deci-
sion. An appropriate legal
recourse will be resorted to,”
Vora’s counsel Major Nirvikar
Singh said.

Vora’s coach, Major Jitendar-
jit Singh Ahluwalia, also
denounced EFI's decision, call-
ing it "arbitrary and incorrect.”

“There are multiple discrep-
ancies in EFI's decision. They
claim to have taken recent per-
formances into account, but if
you look at that yardstick, Shruti
has better scores than Anushin
2024. Overlooking current form
for last year's performance is
arbitrary and incorrect,” Ahlu-
walia, the first Indian to win an
Asian Games medal in dressage
in 1986, said.

“Secondly, EFI released their
selection criterion this February
and decided to look at Anish’s
retrospective scores, which is
not fair. The qualifying period
should effectively begin after the
declaration of criterion and not
retrospectively,” he added.

Paris 2024 will be India's sec-
ond successive appearance in
equestrian following Fouaad
Mirza s representation in event-
ing at the 2020 Tokyo Games.
Before him, Imtiaz Anees com-
peted in the 2000 Sydney Games
while Indrajit Lamba took the
field in 1996 Atlanta Games.
Vora's coach Ahluwalia, Hussain
Singh, Mohammed Khan, and
Darya Singh had all competed at
the 1980 Moscow Games.

S omiuln

Mg in s with oar artsans.

TAMIL NADU HANDICRAFTS DEVELOPMENT

CORPORATION LIMITED
(A Govemnment of Tamilnadu Undertaking)
Head Office : 759, Anna Salai,Chennai-2.

No. 0047/M1/23-24

E-TENDER NOTICE

Apﬁlicatinns are invited for allotment of handicrafts sales counters in selected
Poompuhar Sales Showrooms of Tamil Nadu Handicrafts Development Corporation Limited
forthe period from 01.08.2024 t0 31.07.2025. The tender documents shall be download from
the following websites beiween 26.06.2024 and 11.07.2024(Thursday)
www.tntenders.gov.in and www.poompuhar.com

Dated: 26.06.2024

document through on line

Last date & time for downloading of tender

11.07.2024 upto 10.00 AM

document through on-line

Last date & time for submission of tender

11.07.2024 upto 11.00 AM

Date & time of ﬂ'pening of tender document

11.07.2024 at 4.00 PM

DIPR/2075/TENDER/2024

POSTGRADUATE INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION & RESEARCH CHANDIGARH
E-TENDER NOTICE 2024/A-2 ALLOTMENT OF SHOPS/SITES

Tenders are invited under two bid system for allotment of under mentioned shops/sites:-

1. Built up Shop Me. 20, New Shopping Gomplex, PGIMER, Sector 12, Chandigarh.

2. Built up Shop No. 26, New Shopping Complex, PGIMER, Sector 12, Chandigarh.

3. Built up Shop No. 30, New Shopping Complex, PGIMER, Sector 12, Chandigarh.

4. Built up Chemist Shop No. 2, New Shopping Complex for sale of medicines, drugs and surgical items
at PGIMER, Sector 12, Chandigarh.

5. Built up Chemist Shop No. 4, New Shopping GComplex for sale of medicines, drugs and surgical items
at PGIMER, Sector 12, Chandigarh.

6. Shop No. 8, New Shopping Complex at PGIMER, Sector 12, Chandigarh for opening a Restaurant
(Mon-Traditional).

Closing date & time: 15.07.2024 at 11.00 AM

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN, RAJASTHAN STATE HIGHWAYS AUTHORITY,
JAIPUR
No. F.7 (22)/RSHA/WB/T-1/e-PM5/2023-24//D-454
NIT No. 06/2024-25
Bids for Consultancy services for Development and Complete implementation of the
e-PCMS application, along with Five-year Operation and Maintenance period are invited
from the interest bidders upto 11.00 AM on 18.07.2024. Other particulars of the bid

may be visited on website hitps://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, hitps://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in.
The approximate value of work is Rs. 2.31 Grores.

Date: 18.06.24

The link for the e-Bidding portal is htip://eprocure.gov.infeprocure/app UBN No. (PWD2425SL0B01002) Sd/-
Note: Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at hilp: feprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app

Website: hitp://paimer.edu.in _ Member (WC & 0)
PGI RC Advt. 2024 HR-000328 DIRECTOR| | Dipr/c/4689/2024 RSHA, Jaipur

UAEEIRT 3o wt gfe foan san @ s 30m0 @ves Sar s,
TITRTST g1 3aad AR gawd fasno=i & sfeafaa i & amde
srafra &t = arel! awgfes udtensii & mo 3w & fofa s wa |
ggad g1 atell oR uFes ot wfaal A gt forad vaw afa g ofa-
Teret, fedta afa \xtse afa-gxt aun drast aia st gfa-tet
giit | ui&r JHIta & Ugard OMR Answer Sheet @1 TeT ufd e

gxfera ufar siadieres SHT BT ot vd drast ufa (rsadt wfa-+et)

Managing Director

SHIMLA JAL PRABANDHAN NIGAM LIMITED
NOTICE INVITING E-PROCUREMENT TENDER

Online bids on ltem Rate basis are invited by the Additional General Manager Water Distribution SJPNL, Shimla-171001, Himachal
Pradesh on the behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh, in electronic tendering system in two covers for the under mentioned work
from contractors/firms of appropnate class enlisted with any department/Government undertaking.

DPR HP-0097

The tender forms and other detailed conditions can be downloaded from the website https://hptenders. gov. in

Additional General Manager,
Water Supply, Division, US Club, Shimla-171001

MPIDC MADHYA PRADESH INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

(Government of M.P. Underiaking)
SECRETARIAT FOR SINGLE WINDOW SYSTEM
21, Arera Hills, Bhopal-462011, M.P. (India), (CIN : U51102MP1977SGC001392)
Tel. : (91) 0755-2571830, 2575618, 3523555, 3523505
E-Mail: helpdesk@mpidc.co.in, Website: www.invest.mp.gov.in

(Ref. No.: MPIDC/SWS-RFP/2024/NIT 166, 167)
No. 52/MPIDC/LM/AIl RO/NIT-166, 167

Date : 26.06.2024

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI) FOR ALLOTMENT OF

INDUSTRIAL AND WAREHOUSING PLOTS THROUGH E-BIDDING

in.from 01.07.2024.

(Rule 12(ii)(c)(4))

M.P. Madhyam/115051/2024

Department of Industrial Policy and Investment Promotion (DIPIP), Government of Madhya
Pradesh through MP Industrial Development Corporation Limited (A Govt. of M.P. Undertaking)
has invited Online Tender cum Auction (E-forward auction) for allotment of available
industrial plots in industrial area at Bhopal, Sehore, Rajgarh, Ratlam, Khargone, Burhanpur,
Mandla, Jabalpur, Gwalior, Bhind, Rewa, Dhar,Jhabua, Barwani, Katni, Satna, Panna, Shajapur,
Singrauli and Mandsaur. The Process of which will start on the https:/www.mptenders.gov.

The important conditions of E-bidding for the plot are as follows-

1. The allotment of industrial plots will be governed by the provisions of “Madhya Pradesh
State Industrial Land and Building Management Rules 2019 (as amended 2022)”.

2. The application fee for each plot will be Rs 5000/- and GST amount will be payable
separately. Application fee is non-refundable (Rule 11(ii))

3. In addition to the application fee, 25% advance land premium amount of the
prevailing rate on the date of application for the applied Plot will have to be deposited
online, which will be adjustable at the time of allotment. (Rule 11(v))

4. The base price for e-bidding will be the sum of the Land Premium and Development Cost
of the plot. Minimum bid amount over and above the base price Rs. Will be Rs 1,00,000/-.

5. To participate in e-bidding, it is necessary to have Class 3 Digital Signature. Detailed
information about rules, procedure and plots etc. can also be viewed on MPIDC website -
https://invest.mp.gov.in/.

6. Corrigendum related to e-biddingprocess, if any, will not be published in the newspaper, it
will be uploaded on https://mptenders.gov.in/ portal.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR FOR MANAGING DIRECTOR

ICFRE-Forest Research Institute

P.O. New Forest, Dehradun — 248 006, Uttarakhand

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

3r3zeft sa= Tra e S|

fe=i®: wamRTS, 25 3, 2024

H&1:- 1761/14/Misc./3-1/2000-2001 T.C.1

POWER TRANSMISSION CORPORATION OF UTTARAKHAND LTD.
(A Gowvt. of Uttarakhand Enterprise)

B Vidyut Bhawan” Near ISBT Crossing, Saharanpur Road, Majra, Dehradun-248002

Carporate |ID U40101UR2004SGC028675 Tel. No. 0135-2642711

E-TENDER NOTICE
Power Transmission Corporation of Uttarakhand Limited invites
E-Tender for "Augmentation of transformer capacity from 55 MVA (2x20
MVA + 3x5 MVA) to 85 MVA (2x20 MVA + 3x15 MVA) at 132 kV Substation
Bhowali against tender specification No. PTCUL/E-Tender/C&P-I/
S5-03/2024-25". The last date of submission of e-bid is 27.07.2024
upto 15:30 Hrs. For more details please visit e-tender website
www.uktenders.gov.in (tender id no. 2024 PTCU1_725%81 1) and for
e-tender notice our website www.ptcul.org.

NIT No. 42-26/2024-25/HOD/Engineering Cell/Civil
Sr. Description of work Estimated Eamest | Ti Cost of : : i ; c
H,';‘ L g“u‘:te ;;?1“ e Furn? The Head, Engineering Cell, FRI, Dehradun invites on behalf of Director, FRI Dehradun online item rate
1. | Name of Work:- Improvement of LWSS Giri (SH:- Providing and Installation Rs. Rs. |1 Year|Rs. 5000/- bids from approved and eligible contractors of CPWD, MES, Railways, P & T, State PWD & other Gowvt. and
of Multi stage High Pressure HGB 4/6 Pump (Make KSB) with HT Motar| 3.64,06,400/- | 396565/- Only Semi- Govt. Department including local bodies etc:
3“'3“1{1?';&1 'g‘; I};ﬂﬂfﬁ':*g‘mﬂ“iﬂﬁﬂfﬂgfsl 3'“‘595‘;‘ ith ?i;‘l:}_;ﬂﬁ““""“] Only Only Sl. Estimated | Earnest | Tender | Timeof | Lastdate and
annel 118V, 800A at First Stage Balyog & second Stage Ukhaldhat.) No. . costRs. | Money fee completion | time of online
KEY DATES WILL BE AS UNDER:- Rs. Including submission
a | Date of online Publication From 24.06.2024 5.00 pm GST Rs. of the bid
b | Downloading Lmle-tender documents From 24.06.2024 5.00 pm up to 09.07.2024 11.00 am 1. | Making Additional toilet in first | 2,40,300/- | 5,000/- 590/- 45 days 08.07.2024
¢ |Date of submission of e-tender _____|From 24.06.2024 5.00 pm up to 09.07.2024 11.00 am floor of office building of IRO, up-to
d thysrt:aI l:ubms&smn of EMD cost of tender form and eligibility|Up-To 09.07.2024 11.00 am MoEF & CC. 3.00 P.M.
QEUMENSs. Tender ID 2024_ICFRE_813225_1
e |Date of opening of bids:- 09.07.2024 11.30 am
Caver-1 Eligibility Criteria 09.07.2024 11.30 am « The tender forms and other details can be obtained from the website
Cover-2 Financial Bid Shall be intimated separately https://leprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app. Head
[ |Site Visit -

ICFRE-Forest Research Institute

Engineering Cell,

Dehradun

fafaeT fasmas dwm : 04/2024

feer gfore s, IorfR uf¥eor Swme § wifid Small Arms
Simulator (08 Lane), Zen Technology Ltd. Hyderabad grRT 3ifersnfug &, fordar
SUGRT srwTeHl H UiRiervre ufRie] gfer ggiieretRal & ufieror gq fdar simar g

Iad Simulator &1 9RET 3rafey f&-119—31.10.2023 &1 FATG 81 j8T &, forasT Sfad
ELCERLCIE] %@ Annual Maintenance Contract (AMC) &RIIT ST 8| S

Simulator @ 12 Wig @ W@-—=@E & g AMC =d [fder & wreaw ¥ s=56
fafaer qramedt & ffder smifta o omdie | R gt o1 wew 1 ¥ o
HICYF U BT, 9= 94 Simulator & I@—@[ & ferg AMC &g 31f~aq w9 9

Ty far S |

For any assistance on E-Tendering, please contact +91-8889890000
Superintending Engineer (C&P-l)
RO No. 1059/HQPU/PTCUL Dated 24.06.2024
“Save Electricity in the Interest of Nation”

BIHAR MEDIGAL SERVIGES & INFRASTRUGTURE GORPORATION LTD.

(A Govt. of Bihar Undertaking)

2" & 3”Floor, Swasthya Bhawan, Behind 1GIMS, Sheikhpura, Patna-800014

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

Re-tender for Empanelment of Agencies for supply of Stationary
(Only through E-Tender on Website: - https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in)

Re-tender No.-BMSIC/10035/04-2023/03

Bihar Medical Services & Infrastructure Corporation Limited (BMSICL) intends to empanel
agencies for supply of stationery items to its Patna Head Office.

BMSICL invites e-bids in this regard from interested Agencies. Detailed tender document
containing eligibility criteria, details of EMD, tender fees and other terms & conditions are
available on the website https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in.

To participate in E-Tender the bidder has to be registered with E-Tendering service provider.
For this, help desk — mjunction services limited, RJ complex, 2 Floor, Canara Bank Campus,
khajpura, Ashiana Road, P.5- Shastri Nagar, Patna-800014, Toll Free No-18005726571, Email-
ID: https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in can be approached.

4. Scheduleof Tender:

Tender Reference No.

BMSIC/10035/04-23/03

fafagr srem &1 sifvaw fafsr g a9g

05.00 99 &

feT® 15 /07 /2024 JTURTEA

Bid Submission Start Date

From 28.06.2024, 11:00 AM on
https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in

HfaeT Qe a1 faf
Td 9y

fes1T® 16 /07 /2024
11.00 991 Jaig"

Pre- Bid Meeting Date & Place

On 02.07.2024, 03:00 PM in 3™ Floor Conference Hall
of BMSICL, Swasthya Bhawan, Behind IGIMS,
Sheikhpura, Bihar, Patna.

Bid Submission Last Date

Up to 22.07.2024, 05:00 PM on
https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in

ffaar & foag feiRa od

1. i Fferemr soi-so Afer oo anflae we weraw feus (ufdem), faEr
gferd STdIeAl, YRR & AW 9 f3Fid—15/07/ 2024 T& 9T 17.00 q9 T
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2. 72 fAfaer gaen vd Fammaeh srae @ sgare www.bpa.bihar.gov.in ¥ Srevae

TR TP & |
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PR- 002462 (Police) 2024-25

Last date and time for submission of EMD
(Only in the form of BG) in hard copy (Offline
mode) & tender document

Up to 23.07.2024, 03:00 PM in the office of BMSICL,
Patna (27 & 3™ Floor, Swasthya Bhawan, Behind
IGIMS, Sheikhpura, Bihar, Patna.)

Opening of Technical Bid

23.07.2024, 03:30 PM on the e-proc2 Portal

Tender Fees (Including GST)

Rs. 11800/- (Eleven Thousand Eight Hundred only)
Non-refundable (Only Online mode on eporc2 bihar).

Bid Processing Fee

Rs 590/-(Five hundred ninety only) Non-refundable
(Only Online mode on eporc2 bihar).

5. Forany further clarification, regarding the contents of the tender document, bidders can call on
9471006251 during office hours.

6. All further, notifications/amendments/Corrigendum/Addendum (if any), shall be posted on
https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in No separate communication shall be made to individual bidders.

For further details please visit : www.state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar

PR- 002491 (B & C) 2024-25

9 ¥ ToH 61 € T 2 SUAN, 93 Ahed 3N IRaR | IR

GM(Admin)
BMSICL
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A T20 batter who
excelled in Tests,
Warner e)ats Stage

Sanjjeev K Samyal

sanjjeev.samyal@htlive.com

MUMBAL: If David Warner had to
write his own script, how he
would have loved to bow out of the
game holding aloft the ICC T20
World Cup trophy in his hands. In
his mind, the dashing Australian
opener must have marked out
Kensington Oval at Bridgetown,
Barbados, on June 29, as the venue
and date of his swansong.

Not all scripts, of course, go as
plan. A blinder from Rohit
Sharma to beat Australia and
Alfghanistan’s subsequent win
over Bangladesh dashed Warner's
hopes of bowing out in a blaze of
glory. He has already retired from
Tests last year and ODIs at the start
of this year. Warner's final innings
now will be six off six balls in the
defeat against India. He walked off
the pitch, not knowing whether
that was indeed his last game.
There wasno guard of honour or
standing ovation.

Never mind the low-key end to
his career, it's been a highly fulfill-
ing 15-year international career.
Warner had long signalled that
this T20 World Cup would be his
last and T20 cricket would be an
apt way to sign off. He has been a
product of the format, first making
a name as a T20 specialist. He
announced his arrival on the inter-
national stage with a spectacular
89/43 balls on T20I debut against
South Africa in 2009, becoming
the first man since 1877 to debut
for Australia before playing first-
class cricket. As his Delhi Daredev-
ils captain Virender Sehwag had
predicted, Warner went on to
become a highly effective Test
player as well.

Warner, who has 49 centuries
across formats and close t0 19,000
runs in international cricket,
retires as Australia’s highest
scorer in T20Is with 3,277 runs
from 110 matches, at an average of
33.43 and strike rate of 14247.
From 112 Tests, he has scored 8,786
runs atan average of 44.59 with 26
hundreds and 37 fifties between
2011 and 2024. He also scored
6,932 runs from 161 ODIs at an
average of 45.30 with the help of
22 centuries and 33 half-centuries.
All-format players seldom come in

greater quality.

David Warner. AFP

Ricky Ponting paid glowing
tributes. “We know he retired in
the summer from Tests, but you'll
struggleto find a guy that's had as
big an impact on all three formsin
Australian cricket than Warner
has,” Ponting said during the ICC's
Digital Daily show.

Teammate Josh Hazlewood
acknowledged that Warner's
absence in the dressing room
would be hard to fill. “We'll defi-
nitely miss himaround the group,
out in the field and off-field. (An)
amazing career,” he said.

“It's sort of been a slow burn
with Test cricket,
and ODI cricket and
now T20. So, life

Spinner’s three sixes
and a four-wicket
haul central to epic
win that booked first
T20 World Cup Semis
spot for Afghanistan &

Somshuvra Laha
somshuvra. laha@htlive.com

KOLKATA: Rashid Khan was furi-
ous. Scratch that. Livid. Karim
Janat had just done an unthinka-
ble—turn down a run Rashid felt
could have been stolen. Stranded
mid-pitch, Rashid sent the bat
crashing at the ground in frustra-
tion, not even trying to hide his
rage. Probably realising what he
hadn’t done, Janat couldn’t look
into Rashid’s eyes while returning
his bat. Rashid didn't care though.
One-man army he was by then,
looking to clobber as
many as he could. A
back of the hand \
slower ball from Tan-
zim Sakib made [, . g
Rashid fluffhisslog, {1 &
but the next ball \“ |
came clean off his bat |
for a 98m six.
Magnitude of that six—out of
the three Rashid
had hit in a 10-ball
19—won't be lost

without him, we've anytime soon in the
sort of gotten used to aftermath of Bang-
it a little bit ... it's ladesh’s eight-run
always different defeat to Afghani-
when you lose a ICC T20 stan in a nervous-
player that's been ‘Mr energy sapping, stir-
there for solong.” ORLD CUP ring chase that only

But for all his got more edgy with
mrplnits'nn the pitch, JUNE 27O JUNE 29 three rain interrup-
Warner’s career has tions. Only Bangla-

also been dotted with controver-
sies in equal measure. His batting
feats will forever be overshadowed
by hisrole as the chief protagonist
of the Newlands ball-tampering
scandal of 2018. He was charged as
the man who instructed teammate
Cameron Bancroft to use sandpa-
per on the ball. Suspended from
cricket for a year, Warner was also
banned for life from taking up any
leadership role in Australia.

“I think it's going to be inevita-
ble that when people talk about
me in 20 or 30 years’ time, there
will always be that sandpaper
scandal,” he said last week.

desh know how to make a match
out of a simple task—score 116 in
12.4 overs to pip Afghanistan and
Australia in the semi-finals race
with the pitch becoming decid-
edly better with time. Bangladesh
lost two wickets in two balls but
Litton Das calmly stood guard
through it all, shoring hopes of a
likely comeback.

Rashid was calmer. Naveen-ul-
hag struck those twin blows early
but at the heart of this epic win
was yet another classic spell from
Rashid, working his way through
the heart of Bangladesh’s batting.

Rishad Hossain didn't have the
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maturity to read that googly but
each of the other three wickets
were well-deserved. To fox Sou-
mya Sarkar with a skidder on a
pitch where the ball was coming
on to the bat well was something
only Rashid could have pulled off.
Towhid Hridoy's dismissal was
plotted superbly, asking him to go
with the wind but Hridoy couldn't
connect properly. Luring Mah-
mudullah—possibly Bangladesh’s
best player of spin—with a fuller
ball was also something only
Rashid could have achieved.
That most batters still can't
read Rashid even after a decade is
one of the biggest joys of watch-
ing him bowl. But that’s just a
part of the Rashid the world saw
in the most important match of
his career till date. Voice of rea-
son, hope, inspiration, leader—

e

Rashid was everything and more
while he slowly carved out a win
that can potentially change
Afghanistan’s wheel of fortune.
Rashid can hit the ball long but
that 19 will find its place in
Afghan cricketing folklore purely
because of the circumstances in
which it came. A fifty-run open-
ing stand is par for the course
when Afghanistan bat these days
but runs were coming excruciat-
ingly slow, with Taskin Ahmed,
Mustafizur Ahmed and Shakib Al
Hasan conceding just 48 runs in
12 overs. Sixty six dots were
bowled, the last of them coming
against Rashid but he more than
made up with those three sixes.
No one else could have bowled
that 13th over as well, effectively
eliminating Bangladesh. It was a
risky move too, since it meant
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Steely Rashid carves his name

in Afghanistan’s cricket history

Afghanistanin
World Cups

The Rashid Khan-led team has made
it to the semis of an ICC event for
the first time. Their Cup record

IN ODI WORLD CUPS

Year Stage P

JWon M Lost

2015 Group 6 f] 5

2019 Group 9 9

2023 Group 9 JEN 5

=

Note: Did not qualify for 2007
and 2011 World Cups

> IN T20 WORLD CUPS
Group 2 2

Group 2 2
1stRd 3 ] 2

Super10 7 LB 3

Super12 5 3

2024 SF*

Note: Did not qualify for 2007
and 2009 T20 World Cups

bowling himsell out with six
overs still left in the chase. But
Rashid took the gamble. It wasa
rollercoaster ride throughout.
Rashid was animated, Dwayne
Bravo wasn't able to watch as
coach Jonathan Trott kept asking
everyone to slow down the game
because of impending rain.
Bangladesh lost wickets, but
hung on to hope courtesy Das
who survived a close leg-before
review in the 16th over. Twelve
from 12, and it couldn’t have got-
ten closer, though completely get-
table from Bangladesh’s perspec-
tive since Das was still unbeaten.
Another reprieve, this time
Naveen failing to hold on to a
return catch third ball of the 18th
over, and Bangladesh would have
probably heaved a sigh of relief.
Butin the commotion, Das had

1. 5 B3
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taken a single to get to 54, bring-
ing Taskin on strike. Naveen
bowled a slower one, prompting
Taskin to go at it but he only man-
aged to chop the ball onto his
stumps. Next ball, Naveen kept it
straight and angling in, trapping
Mustafizur plumb to seal Afghan-
istan’s maiden entry into the
World Cup semifinals, prompting
delirious scenes in the Afghani-
stan dugout.

Naveen took off on a long,
winding victory sprint. Gurbaz
broke into tears. Gulbadin Naib,
showing no trace of the cramps
that made him drop to the ground
during the 13th over, raced to get
one of the stumps. Rashid was
hugging everyone before he had
been lifted on shoulders. This was
his night; this was Afghanistan’s
moment under the sun.

HT

Duckworth dies
at the age of 84

NEW DELHI: English
statistician and one of
the inventors of the
Duckworth-Lewis-Stern
(DLS) method, Frank
Duckworth died at the
age of 84. Duckworth
passed away on June 21,
according to a report in
ESPNcricinfo.com. The
DLS method is based on
a complex statistical
analysis that considers
many factors like wickets
remaining and overs lost,
among others, to set a
revised target for the
chasing team in white-
ball cricket.

India to open vs
Pak in T20 Asia Cup

NEW DELHI: Defending
champions India Women
will open their campaign
against Pakistan on July
19 in the T20 Asia Cup to
be held in Dambulla. The
top eight teams of the
continent will participate
in the tournament from
July 19 till July 28. India
will take on UAE on July
21, Nepal on July 23. The
top two teams from each
group will qualify for the
semifinals to be held on
July 26 while the final is
scheduled for July 28.

Delhi judoka Tulika
secures Paris quota

NEW DELHI: CWG silver
medallist Tulika Maan
secured a Paris Olympics
quota in judo in the 78kg
category. The Delhi girl
was ranked 36th with
1345 points. The
qualification period was
between June 22, 2022
and June 23, 2024.

Sai Sudharsan
returns to Surrey

LONDON: Indian batter
Sai Sudharsan will return
to England to play for
surrey in the County
Championship, the club
announced. The 22-year-
old had joined Surrey last
season and played two
matches, scoring 116
runs, including a half-
century.
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2 Removable
Batteries

Certified Range

AUTDMGBILES 9251986035 | UDAIPUR: Op

165 km™

posite B.N. Colleg

2500+
Fast Chargers

UNMATCHED RIDE,

UNBEATABLE OFFER.
Enjoy offers worth up to 2:40,000*with

the VIDA Electric Scooter from Hero MotoCorp.

Wide Service
Network

Limited period offer. Call your nearest Hero dealership now.
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Visit us in DELHI Jynt: Nagar Durgapun — HIMGIFII AUTGMGEILES PVT LTD, ?423445523 | Pul Pehladpur —_ SINGLA
AGENCIES, 7428446651 | Lajpat Nagar Part 2 — SAPPHIRE BIKES, 7428447503 [ Pandav Nagar, Near Mother Dairy Plant —
SINGLA AUTO NEED, 7428447707 | Aurobindo Marg, Adhchini — PASHUPATI MOTORS, 7428447891 | Mahavir Enclave, Dabri
Road — SINGLA AUTOMOBILES 7428447716 | Budh Vihar, Rohini— JMD AUTOWORLD, 7838685858 & 7838405858 | Azadpur
Industrial Area — SHRAMAN AUTOMOBILES, 7428447783 | FARIDABAD: Ajronda — SEHGAL AUTOMOBILES, 9650055006 |
GURGAON: Sector 16 — HERO PREMIA, 7428448125 | Badshahpur — HIMGIRI AUTOMOBILES PVT LTD, 7428447947 | Sohna
— AUTO LINKS, 7428448129 | NOIDA: Sector 63 — DHANSRI MOTOCORP, 7428480164 | Opposite Noida Authority — UPPAL
MOTORSPVTLTD, 7428480152 | Near Labour Chowk, Sector 58 — SINGLA AUTO AGENCIES, 7428447930 | GHAZIABAD: Vijay
Nagar — AMAN AUTOMOTIVES, 7428448139 | DEHRADUN: Niranjanpur — SAANVI AUTOMOBILES, 8650299999 | ROORKEE:
NH-58, Near Solani Bridge — UP AUTOMOBILES, 7456996519 | AGRA: Bhagwan Talkies Chauraha — ATMARAM AUTO
ENTERPRISES, 9289922069 | MATHURA: Jain Hero, Near Alwar Bridge NH-2 — JAIN MOTORCYCLE MATHURA, 9410650020
| Maholi — BRIJ BIWHEELERS, 9289922413 | DHAMPUR (BIJNOR): Bharat Tower, Dhampur — BHARAT MOTORS, 7895282501
| JAIPUR: G-Business Park C Scheme — SURYA AUTOCORP PVT LTD, 7428442789 | ALWAR: Near Hanuman Circle, Delhi Road
— J.S. FOURWHEEL MOTORS PVT LTD, 9928037310 & 8005641916 | 148, Navjeevan Tower, Alkapuri, Near Kali Mori Fatak —
INDIA MOTORS, 8905996854 | BHILWARA: Bapu Nagar Pur Road — AKASHDEEP MOTORS, 7428442605 | Near Sukhadia
Circle Ajmer Road — ARNAV MOTORS, 7428442624 | ADMER: Beawar Road — RELAN MOTORS, 8955251869 | Vaishali Nagar,
Ajmer — RELAN MOTORS VIDA HUB, 9214006222 & 7737586554 | BIKANER: Gogagate — RAJARAM DHARNIA
e — MANAMA MOTORS, 7627073226 | Panchwati Near Sukhadia
Circle — ROYAL MOTORS COMPANY, ?9?5245409 **Cert:f‘ ed range by Govt. certified agency. Real-world range of 110 km.
Certified and Real-world range may vary depending on riding style, road/vehicle conditions, and vehicle models.
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