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Training at an army
base in Hsinchu. File

Taiwanwardrills
tomimic actual
combat scenario

Taipei: Taiwan's annual
war games this year will
be as close as possible to
actual combat, no longer
just putting on a show to
score points but aiming
to simulate real fighting
given arapidly rising “en-
emy threat” from China,
a senior official said.
Taiwan starts its five-day
Han Kuang exercises on
July 22. A senior Taiwan
defence official, speaking
on condition of
anonymity to be able to
speak more freely, said
there was an urgent need
to rethink how the drills
were conducted. “Our
defence plan must also
be revised on a rolling ba-
sis, and the urgency of
comprehensive combat
training is becoming
more important.”
REUTERS

SRI LANKA

18 Indian
fishermenheld
for ‘illegal fishing’

Colombo: As many as 18
Indian fishermen were
arrested for alleged illegal
fishing in the island na-
tion's waters by the Sri
Lankan Navy and three
fishing vessels were
seized, a media report
said on Sunday. The fish-
ermen were arrested
from the North Sea near
Delft Islands during a
search operation con-
ducted Saturday night,
news portal The News
First reported. Navy
spokesperson Capt Gayan
Wickramasuriya said the
arrested  fishermen
would be taken to
Kankesanturai fishing
harbour for further legal
proceedings. PTI

Minister hails UK
for maintaining
banonLTTE

Colombo: Sri Lankan
Foreign Minister Ali Sabry
has hailed the decision of
the UK government to con-
tinue to maintain the LTTE
under the proscribed list,
saying that the move will
thwart every plan of the
formerarmed group tore-
vive itself in the island na-
tion. In a post on the social
media platform X, Sabry
said that the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam's
(LTTE) international net-
work's approach and strat-
egyisto get foreign govern-
ments to deproscribd it so
that they could revive the
group once again. The de-
cision by the UK authorities
tocarryonwith SriLanka's
LTTE under the proscribed
list has thwarted the
group's plans to revive
them in Sri Lanka, Sabry
saidin hispostonX. PTI

SWITZERLAND

One personkilled,
twomissingin
southeast floods

Vienna: Rescuers in
Switzerland have found
the body of one of three
people who had gone
missing on Saturday after
massive thunderstorms
and rainfall in the south-
east of the country caused
a rockslide, Swiss authori-
ties say. The other two are
still missing. One woman
was pulled out alive from
the rubble earlier on
Saturday morning. Search
operations had tobe halted
due to heavy rain. AP
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MOVE AMID REPORTS OF POTENTIAL APPLE-GOOGLE TIE-UP
APPLE, META D1scuss AI PARTNERSHIP: WS]

Meta Platforms has discussed integrating its generative Al model into Apple’s recently an-
nounced Al system for iPhones, the Wall Street Journal reported on Sunday. The move
comes as Apple plans to add tech from other Al companies on its devices amid reports that
it was discussing potential tie-up with long-time search partner Alphabets Google. REUTERS

CERTAINITEMS ARRIVED BUT NOT MANY MUNITIONS: ISRAEL PM

‘Dramatic drop’in weapons supply,

Netanyahu ahead of Gallant-Blinken meet

8 killed inIsraeli
airstrike at north
Gaza aid centre

REUTERS & AP
TELAVIV,CAIRO, JUNE 23

ISRAELI PRIME Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu told his
Cabinet on Sunday that there
had been a “dramatic drop” in US
weapons deliveries for Israel’s
war effort in Gaza, doubling
down on a claim that the Biden
administration has denied and
underscoring the growing
strains between the two allies.

Netanyahu told his Cabinet
that the drop had occurred four
months ago, saying only that “cer-
tainitems arrived sporadically but
the munitions at large remained
behind.” His remarks came hours
after Israeli Defense Minister Yoav
Gallant traveled to Washington for
meetings with senior officials. A
statement from Gallant’s office
said he would discuss “maintain-
ing Israel’s qualitative edge” but
didn’'t mention the weaponsissue.

“We are prepared for any ac-
tion that may be required in Gaza,
Lebanon, and in more areas,”
Gallant said in a statement before
setting off to Washington where
he said he would meet his coun-
terpart Lloyd Austin and
Secretary of State Antony Blinken.

Meanwhile, eight Palestinians
were killed on Sunday inanIsraeli
airstrike ona training college near
Gaza City being used to distribute
aid, Palestinian witnesses said.
The strike hit part of a vocational
college run by the UN agency UN-
RWA. “Some people were com-
ing to receive coupons... Some
were filling up water... suddenly
we heard something falling.” said
Mohammed Tafesh, one of the
witnesses.

Ruling PML-N
accepts ally PPP’s

demands over Pak
budget: Report

Pak PM Shehbaz Sharif; PPP
chief Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari

Islamabad: The ruling Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
has accepted all the demands of
its major ally over the federal
budget and allocation of devel-
opment funds, the Pakistan
Peoples Party, a Geo News report
said Sunday.

Earlier this week, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif had as-
sured PPP chairman Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari that he would take
steps to address the ally's reserva-
tions on multiple issues by form-
ing a committee after tensions
rose among the ruling coalition
partners over the budget.

According to the sources, the
PML-N hasaccepted the PPP's de-
mands regarding district adminis-
trations, appointment of law offi-
cers, representation in various
boards and authorities, early hold-
ing of local bodies elections, and
distribution of funds equal to
PML-N lawmakers. PTI

A protest in Tel Aviv calling for the release of hostages held in Gaza on Saturday. AP

Israeli forces strap wounded Palestinian to jeep
in West Bank; violated protocol, says military

REUTERS
JERUSALEM, JUNE 23

ISRAELI ARMY forces strapped a
wounded Palestinian man to the
hood of a military jeep during an
arrest raid in the occupied West
Bank city of Jenin on Saturday.
A video circulating on social
media and verified by Reuters
showed a Palestinian resident of
Jenin, Mujahed Azmi, on the jeep
that passes through two ambu-
lances. The Israeli military in a
statement said Israeli forces

Reuters
Avideo grab of the incident

were fired at and exchanged fire,
wounding a suspect and appre-
hending him. Soldiers then vio-
lated military protocol, the state-
ment said. "The suspect was
taken by the forces while tied on
top of a vehicle," it said.

The military said the "con-
duct of the forces in the video of
the incident does not conform to
the values" of the Israeli military
and that the incident will be in-
vestigated and dealt with.

The individual was trans-
ferred to medics for treatment,
the military said.

Another Tory official probed over

bet on UK electio

REUTERS
LONDON, JUNE 23

AN OFFICIAL from Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak’s Conservative Party
is being investigated by Britain's
gambling regulator over allega-
tions he placed bets on the date
of the general election before it
was announced, the Sunday
Times reported.

Britain's Gambling
Commission has already been
reported to be investigating two
Conservative election candidates
and the party's director of cam-
paigning over bets on the date of

Rishi Sunak in his campaign
bus earlier this week. Reuters

the July 4 election. The widening
scandal has further damaged
Sunak's attempts to catch the
opposition Labour Party, which
is far ahead in opinion polls in

ns date: Report

the run-up to the election.

The official was named by the
paper as Nick Mason, chief data
officer at the Conservative Party.
Mason did not immediately re-
spond to arequest for comment.
The newspaper cited a
spokesperson for Mason as say-
ing he denied any wrongdoing.

The Sunday Times cited a
statement from the Conservative
Party as saying Mason had taken
aleave of absence. The party did
not confirm this when contacted
by Reuters.

The Gambling Commission
has not confirmed the names of
those under investigation.

Philippines won'’t start a war, says
Marcos amid SCS clash with China

REUTERS
MANILA, JUNE 23

PHILIPPINE PRESIDENT
Ferdinand Marcos Jr said on
Sunday his country is not in the
business of instigating wars and
will always aim to settle disputes
peacefully,amid escalating mar-
itime confrontations with China.

“In defending the nation, we

Philippine
President
Ferdinand
Marcos Jr

stay true to our Filipino nature that
we would like to settle all these is-
sues peacefully,” Marcos said in a
speech to troops of the Western
Command unitin charge of over-

seeing the South China Sea.

Marcos, who did not name
China in his speech, commended
the troops for exercising restraint
“amidst intense provocation”.

“We are not in the business to
instigate wars - our great ambi-
tion is to provide a peaceful and
prosperous life for every Filipino,”
he said. “We refuse to play by the
rules that force us to choose sides
in a great power competition.”

Reuters was able to match the
location from corroborating and
verified footage shared on social
media that shows a vehicle
transporting an individual tied
on top of a vehicle in Jenin.

The date was confirmed by
an eyewitness interviewed by
Reuters.

According to the family of
Azmi, there was an arrest raid,
and he was injured during the
raid, and when the family asked
foranambulance, the army took
Mujahed, strapped him on the
hood and drove off.

New Caledonia’s
independence
leader moved

to France prison
ahead of trial

ASSOCIATED PRESS
NICE, FRANCE

APRO-INDEPENDENCE leaderin
the French Pacific territory of
New Caledonia was transferred
to a prison facility in mainland
France to await trial on charges
relating to two weeks of unrest
in May that left nine people
dead, the public prosecutor in
the territory said Sunday.

Christian Tein, an Indigenous
Kanak leader of the pro-inde-
pendence party known as The
Field Action Coordination Unit,
was flown to mainland France
overnight Saturday, prosecutor
Yves Dupas said in a statement.

The seven Kanak activists
were transferred to pre-trial de-
tention on “a specially chartered
plane” because of “the sensitivity
of the procedure,” Dupas said.
Moving the detained activists into
custody 17,000 kilometers away
from their homeland would al-
low the investigation to continue
“without any pressure,” he said.

The Kanak people have
sought for decades to break free
from France, which colonised
New Caledoniain 1853.

Russia can reduce

3dYS decision time for

using nukes: Head
of defence panel

Former military commander says it is
too early to speak of specific changes

GUY FAULCONBRIDGE
& LIDIAKELLY
MOSCOW, JUNE 23

RUSSIA, WORLD’S biggest nu-
clear power, could reduce the
decision-making time stipulated
in policy for the use of nuclear
weapons if Moscow believes
threats are increasing, parlia-
ment’s defence committee
chairman said.

On Sunday  Andrei
Kartapolov, the head of the
Russian lower house of parlia-
ment's defence committee, was
quoted by state news agency RIA
as saying that if threats in-
creased then the decision-mak-
ing time for using such weapons
could be changed.

“If we see that the challenges
and threats increase, it means
that we can correct something
in (the doctrine) regarding the
timing of the use of nuclear
weapons and the decision to
make this use,” RIA quoted
Kartapolov as saying.

Kartapolov, who once com-
manded Russian forces in Syria
and now serves as a lawmaker
from the ruling United Russia
party,added that it was too early
to speak about specific changes
to the nuclear doctrine.

Russia's 2020 nuclear doc-
trine sets out when its president

r;; = | Andrei
: Kartapolov.

< i
www.duma.gov.ru
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Pressure from
& hardliners

PUTIN SAID last week
that the Russia’s nuclear
doctrine might have to
be changed because its
adversaries were devel-
oping ultra-low-yield
nuclear devices. This
was viewed as a nod to
pressure from hardliners
in the Russian elite who
believe Putin should act
more swiftly on nuclear
escalation and reduce
the threshold for use.

EXPLAINED

would consider using a nuclear
weapon: broadly as a response
to an attack using nuclear or
other weapons of mass destruc-
tion or “when the very existence
of the state is put under threat”.

Russia and the United States
are by far the world’s biggest nu-
clear powers, holding about 88%
of all the nuclear weapons, ac-
cording to the Federation of
American Scientists.

UNAUTHORISED ENTRANTS MOST AFFECTED

Over 1,000 pilgrims
died during Haj this
year, say officials

Pilgrims in Mina, near the holy city of Mecca. AP

ASSOCIATED PRESS
CAIRO, JUNE 23

MORE THAN 1,000 people died
during this year’s Hajj pilgrim-
age in Saudi Arabia as the faithful
faced extreme high tempera-
tures at Islamic holy sites in the
desert kingdom, officials said
Sunday. More than half of the fa-
talities were people from Egypt,
according to two officials in
Cairo. Egypt revoked the licences
of 16 travel agencies that helped
unauthorised pilgrims travel to
Saudi Arabia, authorities said.
Saudi Arabia has not com-
mented on the deaths during the
pilgrimage — required of every
able Muslim once in their life.
The Egyptian government an-
nounced the death of 31 autho-

rised pilgrims due to chronic dis-
eases during the Hajj, but didn’t of-
fer an official tally for other pil-
grims. However, a Cabinet official
said at least 630 other Egyptians
died during the pilgrimage.

Saudi authorities cracked
down on unauthorised pilgrims,
expelling tens of thousands of
people. But many, mostly
Egyptians, managed to reach
holy sites in and around Mecca,
some on foot. Unlike authorised
pilgrims, they had no hotels to
escape from the scorching heat.

In its statement, the govern-
ment said the 16 travel agencies
failed to provide adequate serv-
ices for pilgrims. It said these
agencies illegally facilitated the
travel of pilgrims to Saudi Arabia
using visas that don’t allow hold-
ers to travel to Mecca.

‘VOICE OF BACEPROT’ SINGS OF WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT LAMENTING A FIXATION ON LOOKS INSTEAD OF MUSIC

Indonesia’s all-woman metal group set for Glastonbury Festival

ANANDATERESIA
& STANLEY WIDIANTO
JAKARTA, JUNE 23

WITH THEIR Islamic headscarves
and high-octane metal music,
the women of the Indonesian
band Voice of Baceprot have
played stages from the United
States to France. But they are
nervous about this week.

In England on Friday, the trio
will be the first Indonesians to
play at the Glastonbury Festival,
one of the world's biggest, shar-
ing space with the likes of
Coldplay and Shania Twain.

Thisis the biggest stage yet for

the young women, far from their
home village of Garut in West
Java province of the sprawling
Southeast Asian nation.

“Not only do we carry the
Voice of Baceprot, but also our
country,”  bassist ~ Widi
Rahmawati, 23, told Reuters. With
the brash strums of their guitars
and intricate drumming, the
Voice of Baceprot - a word mean-
ing “noise” - has made the cover
of Britain's New Musical Express
magazine and earned plaudits
from former Rage Against the
Machine guitarist Tom Morello.

Beyond the music, the three
have set out to challenge the
stereotypes that Muslim women

‘Voice of Baceprot’ performs at Soundsfest Experience in
Jakarta on Saturday. Reuters

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

are demure and weak, or that
Muslims in general are violent
militants, said vocalist and gui-
tarist Firda Marsya Kurnia, 24.
Indonesia is the world's
largest Muslim-majority nation,
with Muslims comprising 90% of
its 270 million people. The na-
tion is secular and the vast ma-
jority practise a moderate form
of Islam, although there are
some conservative strongholds.
The band sings of female em-
powerment - lamenting a fixation
onlooksinstead of the music-and
the environment, Marsya said.
Widi, Marsya and drummer
Euis Siti Aisyah, 24, met at an
Islamic school, forming the band

in 2014. They were immersed in
Indonesian pop and Islamic mu-
sic as kids, said Widi.

Their love for metal came after
they heard the album "Toxicity"
by the American band System of
aDown.They listened toiton the
computer of their school guid-
ance counsellor, who they said
was their biggest supporter.

It filled them with an adren-
aline rush, Marsya said, so they
started playing music of their
own. Marsya said the most diffi-
cult challenge for Voice of
Baceprot was dealing with stig-
mas, at home as well as overseas.

"In our village, metal is con-
sidered satanic — not suitable for

women, let alone women in hi-
jabs," Widi said, referring to the
headscarves. Marsya said her
family once suggested she seek
anIslamic healing ritual, hoping
to expel her love for metal. “Inthe
beginning, we felt like we did not
have a home to go back to,” she
said. PeopleinaUS.audience once
called them militants, she said. “It
was as if we were criminals.”
After Glastonbury, Marsya
said the three would work on a
new album and a song "Mighty
Island”, which she said was
about corruption in Indonesia.
They also want to build a com-
munity with aspiring musicians
back home, she said. REUTERS
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Those helping
terrorists should
be tried under
Enemy Agents
law: J&K DGP

Jammu &
Kashmir
DGPRR
Swain. P11

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, JUNE 23

THOSE FOUND helping terrorists
in Jammu and Kashmir should be
tried by probe agencies under the
Enemy Agents Ordinance, which
is much harsher than the UAPA
and has the punishment of either
life term or death sentence, J&K
DGP R R Swain said Sunday.

“In Jammu and Kashmir, we
have a special law — Enemy
Agents Ordinance,” Swain told
reporters after inaugurating a cy-
ber police station building here.
The law was made to tackle for-
eign fighters and invaders, espe-
cially from Pakistan, who come
here and try to disturb and desta-
bilise the government, he said.

“Yeh fighters toh is tarah ki in-
vestigation ke dairey mein aaney
wale nahin hain. Inko toh kinetic
action mein goli mar kar dher
karna hai. Inko jo support ki baat

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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BIHAR POLICE ARREST 5 MORE SUNDAY TAKING TOTALINCUSTODYTO 18

In burnt scraps, Bihar Police found 68

Serial numbers identical, centre code
matched; Hazaribagh principal says
leak possible before papers arrived

RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

THE BIHAR government’s com-
munication to the Centre that its
probe “clearly suggests a paper
leak” in the NEET-UG exam is
based on the fact that its
Economic Offences Unit (EOU)is
said to have matched 68 ques-
tions (of the estimated 200) re-
trieved from the burnt remains
of a purported photocopy of the
question paper with the original
one that the National Testing
Agency (NTA) shared with the
EOU five days ago, The Indian
Express has learned.

The EOU's report, received by

One of the accused in
the NEET-UG case in Patna
on Sunday. P11

the Education Ministry Saturday;,
also states that the unique exam
centre code, of a school that were

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

In Jharkhand, e-rickshaw
ferried papers, chain of
custody under scanner

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI, JUNE 23

AS PART of their probe into the
alleged NEET-UG paper leak, in-
vestigators in Bihar and
Jharkhand looked at courier and
transport companies tasked with
ferrying the question papers, and

found laxity on the part of at least
one company that used an e-
rickshaw to get the job done, The
Indian Express has learnt.

After probe officers in Bihar
found that the serial code found
on the burnt remains of a leaked
question papers was of an exam-
ination center in Jharkhand’s

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

2 CoBRA jawans killed in Sukma
as Maoists target truck with IED

JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU
RAIPUR, JUNE 23

TWO JAWANS of the Commando
Battalion for Resolute Action
(CoBRA) were killed Sunday af-
ternoon after Maoists set off an
improvised explosive device
(IED) targeting their truck near
Timapuram village in
Chhattisgarh’s Sukma district.

According to officials, the [ED
was planted by Maoists hiding in
the jungle area between the po-
lice camps in Silger and
Tekalgudem villages.

The CoBRA jawans in the

plog
| DEA
EXCHANGE

‘Americans versus
the Americans is the
most dangerous war

out there’

IAN BREMMER
AMERICAN POLITICAL SCIENTIST

PAGE 12

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

ANAND MOHANJ
MANDLA, JUNE 23

THE CURRICULUM at this acad-
emy is brutal — hunting
prowess, kill count and the abil-
ity to evade human detection.

The students are orphaned
tigers who have been rescued and
are being trained at the Kanha
Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh
tobereleased into the wild again.

Sinceitsinceptionin 2005, the
KanhaTiger Reserve has success-
fully rewilded a dozen tigers, set-
ting abenchmark. Before this, or-
phaned tigers would typically end
up in zoos.

MAOIST VIOLENCE THIS YEAR

JAN 30: 3 CRPF jawans, 2 of
them from CoBRA, killed in
Tekalgudem encounter.

FEB 18: Chhattisgarh
Armed Force (CAF)
company commander
hacked to death in Bijapur.

FEB 25: CAF jawan killed in

IED blast in Bijapur.

MARCH 3: Bastar Fighters
constable killed in Kanker.
One Maoist also killed.

JUNE 15: Special Task Force
jawan killed in encounter
in Abujhmad. Eight
Maoists also killed.

truck were taking ration mate-
rial for security forces stationed
at the newly built Tekalgudem
police camp. The truck was

driven by CoBRA jawan Vishnu
R (35), while another jawan,
Shailendra (29), was seated next

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Amid setbacks, first signs
of progress in lithium
mining in Chhattisgarh

AGGAM WALIA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

EXPLORATION OF LITHIUM, a
critical mineral used to make
lithium-ion batteries, in
Chhattisgarh’s Korba district has
moved a step further with one
block advancing to the second
round of auctions and promising
deposits now being found in the
initial exploration of another
block, according to latest infor-
mation available with the Union
Mines Ministry.

Currently undergoing train-
ing there is a batch of four tigers
rescued from Seoni and Bhopal
districts. All four were found un-
der similar circumstances —
waiting for their mothers near
lakes. In all cases, they were sur-
rounded by village residents
who were teasing them. In one
case, the villagers threw stones.

The four tigers include two
siblings — both four months old
— from Bhopal. Their mother
died fighting a male tiger in the
jungles of Ratapani. The two oth-
ers are unrelated, but are from
Seoni. One is now two-and-a-
half years old and the other 20
months. Their mothers did not

The reassuring signs from
Korba come after a series of
roadblocks in the Centre’s en-
deavour to develop India’s first
lithium mine including the can-
cellation of auction of a lithium
block in Jammu and Kashmir’s
(J&K’s) Reasi district due to insuf-
ficient investor interest, shelving
of exploration plans in
Manipur’s Kamjong district due
to “local resistance”,and “not en-
couraging” results from explo-
ration in Ladakh and Assam.

In Korba, just south of the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

turn up as they waited at the lake.

Wildlife officials rescued the
tigers by luring them into a cage
using a goat as bait.

At the reserve, the younger
three tigers share a 2,000-square-
foot predator-proof enclosure.
The older one has been moved
intoalarger enclosure. They now
spend their days lazing around
and hunting small animals.

Wildlife officials watch froma
distance, noting each kill. Once a
tiger racks up akill count of 60 chi-
tals (spotted deer) it can “gradu-
ate” and be released into the wild.

“The two senior-most tigers
are showing positive signals, and
they are able to avoid humans.
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Students arrive at a school in Haryana’s Jhajjar for the NEET-UG retest on Sunday. Abhinav Saha

CBI takes over NEET probe; NTA
looks to debar 17 Bihar candidates

Bihar and Gujarat transfer their cases to central agency

RITIKACHOPRA &
DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

THE CENTRAL Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) Sunday took
over the probe into the alleged ir-
regularities in the NEET-UG exam
by registeringa criminal case while
the National Testing Agency (NTA)
sent show-cause notices threaten-
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BIHAR: GANG MEMBER
WHO GOT SOLVED
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AT RETEST CENTRE,
UNCERTAINTY AND

ANXIETY
PAGE 7

ing debarment to 17 candidatesin
Patna, based on the report sent to
the Centre by the Bihar Police’s
Economic Offences Unit.
According to sources, the
Education Ministry is of the view
that the irregularities mentioned
inthe Bihar EOU report are a “lo-
calised problem” that can be ad-
dressed by debarring the candi-
dates involved.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

CLOUDBURST IN ARUNACHAL

A cloudburst in Arunachal Pradesh’s Itanagar triggered floods and landslides on Sunday.
Meanwhile, Home Minister Amit Shah held a meeting on floods in several states. ANI PAGE 5
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The President’s Bodyguard rehearses at Vijay Chowk on
Sunday. President Droupadi Murmu will address the joint
sitting of Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha on June 27. ANI

Resurgent Opp set
to push Govt for
answers as House
session starts today

Exam ‘irregularities’, train accident &
Bangladesh water treaty among issues

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

THE FIRST Parliament session of
the 18th Lok Sabha will begin
Monday and, unlikein 2014 and in
2019, the mood in the House is ex-
pected tobe different. Aresurgent
Opposition, united in spiritand up-
beat since theirnumbers and heft
have gone up, appears combative
and is gearing up to crank up pres-
sure on the NDA Government on
several fronts, especially over the
alleged irregularities related to
NEET-UG and NET exams.

The government, on the
other hand, appears to be in no
mood to be on the backfoot. It
has already shunted out the chief
of the National Testing Agency
(NTA) and appointed an expert
committee to recommend a
roadmap for examination re-
forms and review of the agency.

On the eve of the session,
which will have eight sittings and
will conclude onJuly 3, the main
opposition Congress signaled
that mere shuffling of bureau-
crats was not a solution and the
buck stops at the doorstep of the
top echelons of the government.

And it was not just the NEET-
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NET issue. The Oppositionis also
upset over the Government’s de-
cision to appoint seven-term BJP
MP Bhartruhari Mahtab as the
pro tem Speaker, overlooking the
claim of eight-term Lok Sabha
MP from the Congress
Kodikunnil Suresh.

Accusing the Government of
flouting conventions in appoint-
ment of the pro tem speaker, the
Congress has also alleged that
Suresh was overlooked by the
BJP dispensation as he belongs
to the Dalit community.

The Opposition INDIA bloc is

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

THE WORLD

After historic win over Aussies, Rashid sends
a message home: ‘Roll up sleeves... celebrate’

PRATYUSHRAJ
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

MOMENTS AFTER Afghanistan’s
historic 21-run win over
Australia in the Super 8 game of
the T20 World Cup at Kingstown,
avideo cropped up on the team’s
social media account that con-
veyed what the conquest meant
for the nation that has histori-
cally seen many invasions.

The clip had captain Rashid
Khan, 25, and Man of the Match

Afghanistan players after the win over Australia Saturday. P11

Two orphaned cubs at the Kanha Tiger Reserve. Express

All the cubs are now able to hunt
chickens on their own. They are
slowly moving to goats. The cubs

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

are doing well — they are able to
kill in 20 seconds,” Kanha
National Park Field Director S K

Singh told The Indian Express.
The first tiger rewilding proj-
ectat the reserve beganin 2005.
Officials first built a large in-situ
enclosure in the tiger reserve.
The enclosure holds a small
number of chital that can be
driven into an inner enclosure
for predation by tigers. CCTV
cameras were also installed to
record activities and minimise
human imprinting on the tigers.
Kanha vetenarian Dr
Sandeep Aggarwal knows each
tiger that graduated from the en-
closure. “Most of the rewilded
tigers are still alive. There was a
case of two tigers, however, who
did not make it - one died in a

Gulbadin Naib, 33, passionately
belting out a Pashto verse. There
were no subtitles. Maybe, there
was no need as this was the
team’s two old hands talking di-
rectly to the fans back home.
Kandahar-born Delhi
University PhD student and
cricket fan Nazamudin Asar, af-
ter sharing his excitement over
his team’s chances of making it
to the semifinal from a group
that has India and Australia,
translated the verse. “‘Roll up
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

fight with other tigers and the
other one went missing,” he said.
Itisessential none of the tigers
get accustomed to human touch.
From the time the cubs are 20-
22 days old, they are fed milk,
eggs, and mashed meat by park
officials for two months. At the age
of three-four months, live preda-
tion begins in the enclosures.
“The cubs first learn to hunt
chickens. At around six-eight
months, they begin hunting
goats,and in 15 months, they are
moved to a larger enclosure
where they hunt chitals. There
are times when the tiger is un-
able to hunt properly and we in-
tervene, putting it back to hunt-

NETANYAHU CLAIMS
U.S. WITHHOLDING
ARMS SHIPMENTS

RUSSIA CAN REDUCE
DECISION TIME FOR
NUKE USE: HEAD OF
DEFENCE PANEL

o

= 3-way

=T

~ contest

"~ ® forlast4
AFGHANISTAN’S WIN over

Australia makes it a three-
way contest for the semifi-
nal spots in Group 1.In the
group’s final two games,
Afghanistan vs Bangladesh
and India vs Australia, wins
for Afghanistan and India
will take both to the last
four. If not, Net Run Rate
will be key. India can miss
out if Aussies beat them by
abig margin and Afghan-
istan beat Bangladesh.

ing goats till it develops its own
hunting skills,” Aggarwal said.

A tiger is rewilded after
spending around two-and-a-
half years in the enclosure. It is
then monitored with the help of
a radio collar for another year.
Onceitis accustomed to its new
setting, the collar is removed.

According to Aggarwal,
young cubs have the highest
chance of being rewilded.

The National  Tiger
Conservation Authority (NTCA)
now heavily relies on Kanha'’s
rewilding expertise while devel-
opingits standard operating pro-
cedures for tiger rewilding, ac-
cording to Field Director Singh.

‘Graduatlon after 60 kﬂls Rewﬂdmg rescued tlgers at MP School



THE SECOND PAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE INDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY, JUNE 24,2024

FROMPAGE ONE
Police found 68 questions matching ‘original’ paper

recovered from the scraps of the
burnt paper, which the Bihar Police
seized from the house where the
arrested candidates were staying,
is of Oasis School, a CBSE-affiliated
private school thatwas NTA's des-
ignated exam centre in
Hazaribagh, Jharkhand. The EOU
took the help of a forensics lab to
match the burnt scraps with the
original paper and its questions.

Itwasbased on the EOU report
that the Education Ministry
Saturday decided to handover the
investigation in the matter to CBL.
The EOU arrested five more sus-
pects on Sunday, taking the total
number of those apprehended in
connection with the paper leak
caseto 18.

What reinforces Bihar's claim
of apaperleakis the fact that, apart
from the 68 questions being ex-
actly the same as the original, the
serial numbers of these questions
on the burnt scraps and the origi-
nal paper are also identical.

Although the burnt papers
were found on May 5 - the exam
date -- itself when the suspected
candidates were arrested, the de-
lay at the EOU's end in matching

them with the NEET-UG paper
was, sources said, due tothe NTA's
initial reluctance to share informa-
tion, especially the question paper,
with the state government.

However, it finally relented and
started sharing information with
Bihar's EOU a week ago.

At present, the Bihar EOU is
trying to identify the time and
place of the paper leak. The NTA
has recently shared the chain of
custody of the question paper,
with the help of which the EOU is
retracing the paper’s journey from
NTA's custody to the Oasis school
toidentify the leak.

For starters, its seizures from
the Oasis School in Hazaribagh
two days ago provide a vital clue.
Sources said that when the team
visited the school and picked upall
the envelopes and boxes in which
the question papers had arrived, it
was noticed that one envelope had
been cut open at a different end.
All tamper-proof envelopes carry-
ing question papers are always
opened by tearing or cutting from
a designated highlighted area,
which all exam staff are trained to
do.Butoneenvelope, in particular,

C liassifieds
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was opened at the wrong end.

When contacted, Ehsanhul
Haque, the principal of Oasis
School, said that paper may have
been leaked “much before” the
packetsreached the school. Haque,
the district co-ordinator for con-
ducting exams in four centres in
Hazaribagh, including Oasis
School, told The Indian Express
that the CCTV footage clearly
showed that the school’s Centre
Superintendent and the Observer
designated by the NTA, received
the packet on the morning of May
5(testday)fromthe one of thetwo
designated banks.

Haque said: “As soon as the
packet reached the school, multi-
ple people, including invigilators
got involved. The packet with the
paper was then opened in front of
the students.”

When asked about the burnt
scraps showing Oasis as the exam
centre, Haque said: “Even though
the question papers are sealed in
a seven-layered packet, the EOU
officer said that the packet seemed
to have been opened in a very so-
phisticated manner.” He said if
there was any wrongdoing on the

e 2 CoBRA jawans killed

to him. When the truck neared Timapuram village
at around 3 pm, the Maoists set off the IED, killing

the two jawans.

Vishnu was a resident of Thiruvananthapuram
in Kerala and Shailendra was from Kanpur in Uttar

Pradesh.

school’s part, its officials would
have been taken into custody.

The EOU has sent the digital
devices and phones of the people
who have beenarrested toa foren-
sics laboratory to retrieve clues as
the accused had formatted their
devices recently. All the accused
have testified before the police that
four examinees, who are among
those arrested, had memorised
answers from the leaked question
paper a day before the NEET-UG
examonMay 5, whileresidingata
location in Rajbanshi Nagar.

The four eventually got 581,
483,300and 185 marksoutof 720.
While only four candidates have
been arrested, the EOU, based on
statements of the accused, be-
lieves another 30 candidates could
have benefitted from the leak and
were with the four candidates at
the house in Rajbanshi Nagar a
night before the exam.

The Jharkhand Police were the
first toalert the Bihar Police about
apotential NEET-UG paper leakon
May 4. The Patna police quickly re-
sponded but initially struggled to
pinpoint the suspects' locations.

The following day, the exam

took place at 27 centers in Bihar.
By the afternoon of May 5, the
Shastri Nagar police station re-
ceived leads indicating that some
suspects were gathered ata house
in Rajbanshi Nagar. Three teams
were mobilized: one raided the
house and found aburnt question
paper; anothervisited alocal exam
centre and arrested an examinee
and his father; and the third
searched for a key suspect,
Yadavendu, the junior engineer.
Following Yadavendu's ques-
tioning, the police arrested three
more examinees and four 'setters,
including Nitish and Amit. The
statements of all 13 accused were
recorded by sub-inspector Tej
Narayan Singh on May 5 itself.
The arrests were made public
onMay 7,by which timeall 13 sus-
pects had been placed in judicial
custody under charges of criminal
breach of trust and criminal con-
spiracy. Initially, the Patna police
did notlabelita paperleak, despite
the statements suggesting other-
wise. As pressure increased, Bihar
transferred the investigation to the
EOUonMay 11. -WITH
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They were part of the CoBRA force - also known
as “jungle warriors” — a specialised force established
to counter guerrilla and jungle warfare, specifically
tailored towards addressing the Maoist insurgency.

Sunday’s attack between Silger and Tekalgudem
comes at a time when construction of the road be-
tween the two police camps has not yet been com-
pleted.

The Tekalgudem police camp lies in an area that
was once a stronghold of Battalion 1 of the People's
Liberation Guerrilla Army (PLGA). The PLGA is an
armed wing of the banned Communist Party of
India (Maoists).

The area was brought under security forces’
control on January 30 after a day-long encounter. In
the gunfight, two CoBRA jawans from the 201 bat-
talion - the same as the one to which the two who

died Sunday were attached - and a CRPF jawan
m SOCIOLOGY were killed by snipers of the PLGA. Several Maoists
by Sumit Tyagi Sir by Prakhar Sir werTeh alsolkillled CIin thfe enco;lmter. ) l
e Tekalgudem forests have seen other attacks
HISTORY ANTHROPOLOGY on security forces in the past, with 23 jawans killed
by Suhail Sir by Aman Sir in an encounter with Maoists in April 2021.
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Three years later, the police camp in
Tekalgudem, nearly five kilometres from Silger
camp, was set up. Eighteen days after that, security
forces set up another camp in Puarti village, almost
six kilometres ahead of Tekalgudem.

The Puarti camp was seen as a big achievernent
by the government, as both Barse Deva - chief of
PLGA - and his predecessor Madvi Hidma, who is
now the Maoist commander-in-chief for South
Bastar, come from Puarti village.

Meanwhile, Sunday also saw an encounter be-
tween Maoists and security forces in Dhamtari dis-
trict, which borders the Naxal-affected Bastar region.
One Maoist was killed in the encounter, police said.
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By Dr. Huma Hassan

e House session begins today

now likely to reject the role given
to Suresh and two other
Opposition MPs to assist Mahtab
in administering the oath to the
new members.

The relocation of statues of
leaders, including Mahatma
Gandhi and Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar, within the Parliament
building complex too hasriled up
the Opposition.

The first two days of the ses-
sion will see the newly elected
members taking the oath. On
Wednesday, the election of the
new Speaker will take place.
While most of the INDIA bloc par-
ties are not in favour of fielding a
joint Opposition candidate for the
post of Speaker, some Congress
leaders argue that Suresh should
be fielded to make a political
point. There has, however, not
been any discussion on this
within the bloc.

President Droupadi Murmu
will address both Houses of
Parliament together on June 27,
outlining the Government’s vi-
sion. Both Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha will then hold separate dis-
cussions on the President’s ad-
dress over the remaining part of
the session, which ends on July 3.

The Opposition, sources said,
is planning to raise several issues,

including the recent train accident
in Bengal, the implementation of
the new criminal laws and the is-
sue of sudden surge of share
prices after the exit polls and their
meltdown on electionresults day.

The Trinamool Congress
Sunday added one more issue.
The party slammed the Centre for
not consulting the state before
taking the decision to start nego-
tiations with Bangladesh for the
renewal of the 1996 Ganga Water
Sharing Treaty. The party's attack
came a day after talks were held
between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his
Bangladeshi counterpart Sheikh
Hasina on a range of issues, in-
cluding the treaty.

TMC's Parliamentary Party
Leader in Rajya Sabha, Derek
O'Brien, said West Bengal is a
party to the treaty, but was not
consulted. “The stateis a party to
the treaty. Even our dues for the
previous treaty have not been
cleared. Dredging of the Ganga
has been stopped. It is the pri-
mary reason for floods and ero-
sion. This is a plan to sell off
Bengal,” he said.

Most of the Opposition par-
ties, especially those in power in
states, have often accused the
central government of disman-

¢ CBI takes over NEET probe; NTA looks to debar 17 Bihar candidates

Although the NTA’s action
against the 17 candidates (from
12 exam centres) rules out a de-
cision on a full-fledged retest for
now, ministry officials said the fi-
nal decision will be taken by the
Supreme Court once it starts
hearing a batch of petitions per-
taining to the controversy-hit
NEET-UG.

Apart from the Patna candi-
dates, the NTA has also issued
show-cause notices to 30 candi-
dates who appeared at two cen-
tres in Godhra, Gujarat, where
they were allegedly helped by in-
vigilators and staff in filling in the
correct answers on their OMR
sheets.

Also on Sunday, after the CBI
registered the criminal case, the
Bihar and Gujarat governments
issued notifications to transfer
theirlocal NEET-UG “paper leak”
cases to the central agency.

“An FIR has been registered
with Godhra Taluka Police

Station on the malpractice com-
mitted in this exam. The state
government has decided to
transfer investigation of this case
to CBI so that extensive investi-
gation could be held in the entire
matter,” a Gujarat government
statement said.

The Bihar EOU, too, said it has
handed over its probe to the CBL

These developments came a
day after the Education Ministry
announced an expert committee
headed by formerISRO chairman
K Radhakrishnan to look into
exam reforms and review the
NTA’s functioning. The Ministry
also removed Subodh Kumar
Singh as NTA chief on Saturday.

Singh’s successor, Pradeep
Singh Karola, a retired 1985-
batch IAS officer, took charge
Sunday and is learnt to have met
the Higher Education Secretary
and Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan.

Asked why the government

removed Singh, a senior official,
requesting anonymity, said: “The
NTA leadership was not able to
inspire confidence in students...
for instance, the decision to
award grace marks for loss of

time created unnecessary confu-

sion.”

According to sources, the
eight-member committee is ex-
pected to hold its first meeting

Monday.

The CBI case is based on a
written complaint from the
Union government’s Higher
Education Department. The cen-
tral agency has been told by the
Education Ministry tolookintoa
range of alleged irregularities —
including conspiracy, cheating,
impersonation, breach of trust,
and destruction of evidence by
candidates, institutes and mid-

dlemen — as per the FIR.

“The complaint... alleges that
certain isolated incidents oc-
curred in a few States during the

e NEET question papers in Jharkhand

Hazaribagh, they set off to find
what could have compromised
the “chain of custody”, sources
said.

According to sources in the
Jharkhand police, Bihar’s
Economic Offences Unit (EOU)
found the conduct of a courier
company, operating between
Ranchiand Hazaribagh, particu-
larly “lackadaisical”. A source said
that the courier company
handed nine packets containing
question papers to a transport
company, which was tasked with
delivering them to strongrooms,
whichin this case were two pub-
lic sector banks.

Sources said that on May 3,
two days before the examination,
the transport company’s vehicle
dropped the nine packets at a
sub-centre of the courier com-

chal rahi hai, agar uss mein inves-
tigation ki baat kar rahen hein, to
maine kahin kaha hai ki they will
be treated asenemy agents.(The
fighters can't be brought under
the realm of investigation, they
should be shot dead. Those who
support them, if we are talking of
investigation there, I've said
somewhere that they will be
treated asenemy agents),” Swain
said.

“Enemy Agent [Ordinance]
mein minimum saza hai life im-
prisonmentor death. Thereisno
other option in punishment. It is
a harsher law than UAPA,” he

pany in Hazaribagh'’s Oreya area
instead of at the banks.

“The packets were dropped
at the sub-centre and then sent
toone of the bank’s branches via
an e-rickshaw, which suggests
that the company was taking the
exam very lightly. CCTV footage
showed the packets being
dropped at 1.30 pm May 3,” said
asource.

Sources said EOU investiga-
tors questioned the courier com-
pany about thisand the company
claimed it had “no control over
the driver (who would deliver
the papers)”.

A top officer in Bihar’s EOU
told The Indian Express: “Since
students received the paper be-
fore the examination, it shows
there was leakage in the chain of
custody, whichis sacrosanct. The

said. “Uss mein mention hai ter-

rorist associate. Woh log jo
hamaare yahan aake nihatte aur
bekasoor logon ko maarne ke liye
aarahein hain, unko jo saat leete
hain, unko I am sure humari in-
vestigation agenciesiske daayere
main laayenge. (Terrorist associ-
ate is mentioned there. When
they (terrorists)come here tokill
our unarmed and innocent peo-
ple and those who taken them
along, I am sure that our investi-
gating agencies will bring them
under the purview of the Enemy
Agents Ordinance),” he said.
The Enemy  Agents
Ordinance, 2005 (1948) was
promulgated under Section 5 of
the Jammu and Kashmir

courier and transportation com-
panies as well as the strongrooms
are all part of this chain of cus-
tody. The probe is now with the
CBI, but we were close to zeroing
inon theleak.”

Based onitsinvestigation, the
EOU eventually arrested six men
from Jharkhand’s Deoghar who,
sources said, are from Bihar and
were living there disguised as
labourers.

Asked if inputs were given by
the Jharkhand Police to the EOU,
Hazaribagh SP Arvind Kumar
Singh said, “We provided them
noinputs. They came for investi-
gation, questioned a few people
and left.”

Atop police officer said: “If we
find any inputs which requirein-
vestigation, we will definitely
share them with the CBL.”

~ Constitution Act, 1996. It de-

scribes “enemy” as “any person,
directly or indirectly, participat-
ing or assisting in the campaign
undertaken by raiders from out-
side in subverting the
Government established by law
inthe [Union territory of J&K]".
“Enemy agent”, according to
it, means a person not operating
as a member of enemy armed
force, who is employed by or
works for or acts oninstructions
received from the enemy.
Crimes under the Ordinance
are punishable with death or rig-
orous imprisonment for life, or
rigorous imprisonment for a
term of up to 10 years, and shall
alsobeliable to a fine.

conduct of the NEET(UG) 2024
examination,” a CBI statement
said. “The Ministry has also re-
quested CBI for investigationinto
the role of public servants, if any,
connected with the conduct of
the examinationandalsointo the
entire gamut of events and the
larger conspiracy.”

A CBI spokesperson said the
agency has formed special teams
to investigate the matter. These
teams were sent to Patna and
Godhra, where local police had
registered cases before transfer-
ring them to the CBI.

Theagencyisalso probing the
alleged paper leak in the UGC-
NET exam held on June 18. On
Saturday, a CBI team that was in
Bihar’s Nawada district to ques-
tiona person in connection with
thisalleged leak was surrounded
by amob, sparking a scuffle.

Astatement from Nawada SP
Ambarish Rahul said: “Ataround
4.30 pm on June 22, we learnt

lithium block currently under
auction, a private exploration
company funded by the National
Mineral Exploration Trust
(NMET) has found hard rock
lithium deposits ranging from
168 to 295 parts per million
(ppm). Further exploration could
pin down the reserves estimate
to a large number. Lithium ex-
ploration in other states, how-
ever, has not been as fruitful, lat-
est meeting minutes of a top
NMET committee revealed.

In Manipur, the committee
was told that efforts to explore
lithium in Kamjong district were
stalled due to resistance from lo-
calsin the area. “The committee
decided to drop the item for the
time being due to local issues,”
the minutes said. In Ladakh’s
Merak block, very close to the
border between India and China,
a lithium exploration funded by
NMET yielded “results (that) are
not encouraging”. The NMET
committee also recommended
to “drop” an item dealing with
the upgradation of a lithium ex-
plorationin Assam’s Dhubriand
Kokrajhar districts.

The primary end-use of
lithium, a critical mineral, is in
lithium-ion batteries, which are
extensively used in electric vehi-
cles (EVs) and consumer elec-
tronics. Lithium is also used in
energy storage systems. With
lithium demand having grown
significantly over the past few
years and set to rise further go-
ing forward, thereis a global rush
for mining the critical mineral.

e After historic win over Aussies, Rashid sends a message home

your sleeves, come celebrate and
dance. Poor people like us rarely
get the chance to enjoy as happi-
ness belongs to those who are
strongand rich... That'swhatthey
were singing, that's exactly what
Afghanistan feels today,” Asar
said, before adding a typical self-
deprecating Afghan touch.
“Everyone is on the streets. Last
time this happened was when
there was an earthquake.”

In the Afghan city of Khost,
there is a man who could have
been at the Arnos Vale stadium,
but missed out. The team’s assis-
tant coach Raees Ahmadzai
couldn’t travel with the team be-
cause of a knee surgery. He says
he has lost his voice, he was with
thousands others on the streets
chanting “Afghanistan Zindabad”
after the country’s first-ever win
against Australia.

“A couple of days ago we cel-
ebrated Eid, and it feels like we are

celebratingitagainafter this win.
It is something very special for
many reasons,” Ahmadzai tells
The Indian Express. “Beating
Australiais very special for this na-
tion. They refused to play the se-
ries against us. They were very
lucky that they got away in the
ODIWorld Cup. We were waiting
for this result.”

The two nations have a his-
tory. Australia refused to play a bi-
lateral series against Afghanistan
after the Taliban takeover of 2021.
They were taking a stand against
the regime not allowing women
to play sports. The tense
Afghanistan vs Australia 50-over
World Cup gameinIndialastyear
added fuel to the fire.

Ahmadzairecalls the evening
in Mumbai when Australia were
on the brink of defeat but recov-
ered miraculously. Glenn
Maxwell broke Afghan hearts
with hisunbeaten 201. He chased
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down 292 from 91/7. At this T20
World Cup too, Maxwell seemed
ready for a repeat. He scored 59
from41 balls and the target of 149
seemed well within his striking
range. That was not to be, he
would become one of Gulbadin's
four scalps. The part-time batting
all-rounder with a bodybuilder
physique would out-muscle and
out-fox the Aussie with his
strength and smartness.

After the game, skipper
Rashid was subtle in mentioning
Australia's boycottand related po-
litical complexities. “Cricketis the
only reason Afghanistan cele-
brates. Andif we keep that source
away fromusaswell, Idon’t know
what will remain ... I don’t know
what’s the solution...Idon’t know
much about politics and [ don’t
evenlikeit.Ifwe play (Australia)in
a World Cup, why don’t we play
inabilateral series?”

Back in Kosht, Ahmadzai

shares the emotional chathe had
with his players and the inspira-
tional head coach and former
England international Jonathan
Trott after the memorable win.
“They all were glad that the boys
didn't panic when he started hit-
ting boundaries. We were calm,
we never panic,” he says.

Ahmadzai jokes about
Gulbadin's special celebration of
flexing his muscles after getting
wickets. “I have told him somany
times to stop flexing his muscles.
You are notbowling 150 kph, you
are a 120 kph bowler. He will al-
ways say 'sir,  will do something
special for my team soon but
please don't stop me from show-
ingoff my muscles'. Today indeed
he has earned the right,” says
Ahmadzai.

Gulbadin also plays for IPL
team Delhi Capitals where he is
coached by former India player
Praveen Amre. Like most Afghans,

tling federalism. The TMC's
charge hence would strike a
chord with many of the
Opposition parties.

The Congress is, however,
keen to focus on the NEET-NET
issue. Stepping up the attack on
the Government Sunday,
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge alleged that the NTA was
projected to be an autonomous
body, but in reality was made to
serve the “devious interests” of
the BJP and RSS.

“In the NEET scam, the buck
stops at the doorstep of the top
echelons of the Modi
Government. Shuffling the bu-
reaucrats is no solution to the en-
demic problem in the education
systemrotted by the BJP,” he said.
For students to get justice, the
Modi government must be held
accountable, he said.

“Paper leaks, corruption, ir-
regularities and the education
mafia have infiltrated our educa-
tion system,” he alleged. “This be-
lated whitewashing exercise is of
no consequence as countless
youth continue to suffer.”

Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi said Prime
Minister Modi s “helpless” before
the paper leak racket and “edu-
cation mafia”.

that a CBI team was surrounded
by amob at Kasiyadih village un-
der Rajouli. As we learnt about
some people engaging in scuffle
with the CBI team, we rushed a
patrolling team to the spot. The
police brought the CBI team to
Rajouli police station safely.”

Police Sunday booked and ar-
rested four village residents on
the charges of causing hurt and
stopping public servants from
doing their duty.

The SP later told reporters:
“The CBI had not informed us
aboutits team’s visit. We came to
know about their visit only after
they were gheraoed.”

A Nawada police officer said
requesting anonymity: “The CBI
team had gone to a house of a
person without adequate police
cover. As they started question-
ing a suspect, fellow villagers got
furious and gheraoed the CBI
team.” WITHINPUTS FROMENS

AHMEDABAD AND PATNA

e Lithium mining in Chhattisgarh

India, too, has been trying to
scout for opportunities in
lithium mining domestically as
well as overseas.

Since November, the mines
ministry has put 38 blocks of
critical minerals up for auction,
including two lithium blocks —
one in J&K's Reasi district and an-
other in Chhattisgarh's Korba
district. Of the two lithium
blocks, only the Korba block gar-
nered enough investor interest
for the auction process to con-
tinue, while the Reasi block had
tobe annulled and was reoffered
in a fresh tranche of auction in
March. The ministry is set to an-
nounce the preferred bidder for
the Korba block on Monday,
whereas the re-auction of the
Reasi block is ongoing.

Preliminary surveysin Korba
found lithium concentrations in
bedrock samples ranging from
10to0 2,000 ppm, whereas explo-
ration in Reasi showed lithium
deposits exceeding 200 ppm.
According to mining sector ex-
perts, the potentially lower con-
centration of lithium in the J&K
block, coupled with the need for
expensive mineral extractionin-
frastructure, could explain the
weak investor interest. Lithium
concentration alone does not de-
termine extraction viability.
Lithium found in hard rock gran-
ites and pegmatites, like in India,
is significantly harder to extract.

Experts also highlighted that
figures on mineral reserves re-
ported for several blocks were
inconclusive and not rigorous.

Gulbadin too has an unending
urge to learn and make the most
of the training they getin IPL. “He
joinedinthefagend of theIPLand
during that time you generally
don't have many practice sessions
but whatever we had, he never
missed one. There was a hunger
toimprove. WhatIliked the most
about himis his self-belief,” Amre
says.

Naveen-ul-Haq (3/20) was
another star of the match for
Afghanistan. Besides his smart
variations in bowling, he is fa-
mous inIndia for his run-inswith
Virat Kohli during the IPL. “I call
himMr Cleaver. Heis a very proud
Afghan, atough guy.Heisfeistyin
the field and never ever backs
away from a fight,” says
Ahmadzai. Naveendidn't, he was
the one who set the tone for
Afghanistan by cleaning up the
dangerous Travis Head with the
third ball of the match.
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‘If you are poor... quick death is easy’

Switching between the pavement, the subway and the Metro station’s stairs, several patients and their families from
across the country are forced to bear the harsh summer heat for weeks as they await treatment at AIIMS in Delhi

HIMANSHU HARSH
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

A YOUNG woman, leading a
limping old man by hand, carries
a bag and a folded cardboard
sheet. Two elderly men, their
clothes worn out, take off their
plastic sandals to walk on the
cooler floor of the Metro station
corridor. Aboy, a teenager, lends
his shoulder to help an old
woman walk. Fatigue fromaday
spent in the extreme summer
heat s visible on their faces.

As the shadows of the
evening grow longer, a rush of
people swarms this Delhi Metro
station, a gateway to two of the
country’s top hospitals — the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) and Safdarjung.
Most, however, aren’t going
home after a busy day of work,
the AIIMS Metro station is their
shelter for the night.

Many more are outside,
keeping their meagre posses-
sions close as they prepare to
spend another night on the
pavement, still baking in Delhi’s
record-breaking summer which
saw temperatures soaring to 50
degrees in some places over the
past few weeks.

These aren’t Delhi’s homeless
people though. They are men
and women who have come for
treatment at AIIMS — mainly
from Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and
Jharkhand — and their atten-
dants. They are here because
there is no comparable public
healthcare facility back home.

They are too poor to afford
private treatment; AIIMS is their
last hope.

And they are too poor to
rent a place to stay in their na-
tion’s Capital.

The Indian Express spends a
few days outside the premier
healthcare facility earlier this
month, speaking to families
about their long journey from
their hometowns in the searing
heat, their life in Delhi without a
roof over their heads, and why
they have no other choice.

‘There’s no money
torentaroom’

Sitting on the pavement,
which runs parallel to the fence of
AIIMS along the busy Sri
Aurobindo Marg, are Chandra
Bhan, 45, a labourer from UP’s
Sambhal and Veer Pal Singh, 35,a
farmer from UP’s Jalesar. Their be-
longings — three bags, clothes, dis-
posable paper plates and glasses
— are scattered around them.

“This is my wife Premvati and
that’s Veer Pal's wife Ashoka
Devi,” Bhan says, pointing to two

women who sit silently, ill and
exhausted by the heat. “They
have breast cancer. We come here
regularly for their treatment.”

The men met outside the
Metro station, Bhan says. “We
don’t have enough money to
rentaroom so we stay here.If we
are lucky, we rest inside a corri-
dor of the Metro station.
Otherwise, we sleep on card-
board right here,” he adds.

The cardboard is essential.
“The floor gets so hot during the
day that you can’t sit on it. It
doesn’t cool down even at
night,” says Bhan.

The crowded hospital does-
n’t have space for OPD patients
to stay, he says, so “our wives too
spend the night outside”.

Every day “nearly 20,000 pa-
tients, accompanied by their
family members”, walk into Al-
IMS for outpatient care. Around
2.8 lakh patients are admitted
annually to AIIMS, which has a
capacity of 3,346 beds. Yet, some
departments “end up with wait-
ing lists of two to three years”.

AIIMS Medical Superinten-
dent, Dr Nirupam Madan, says,
“The administrationis well aware
of the queues that line up for OPD

MURDER AT BURGER KING

Woman who ‘lured’
victim to outlet seen

at Katrarly

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

AFTER 26-YEAR-OLD Aman Joon
was shot dead by two armed
assailantsinside a Burger King out-
letin West Delhi’s Rajouri Garden,
the woman who allegedly lured
him to the popular food joint was
spotted at Jammu and Kashmir’s
Katra Railway Station on June 20
— two days after the crime — in
fresh CCTV footage obtained by
the Delhi Police.

The incident is suspected to
be the fallout of a gang rivalry,
with Portugal-based gangster
Himanshu Bhau claiming re-
sponsibility in an Instagram post.

Police had earlier said the
woman, Anu Dhankar, is part of
the Bhau gang and had been
tasked to “get close” to Joon so
that he is brought to a place
where he could be killed by
Bhau’s sharpshooters. Hailing
from Rohtak, police said
Dhankar is a Psychology gradu-
ate froma Delhi college and was
living in Mukherjee Nagar. Police
said she had set up a fake ID on
Facebook and Instagram and be-
friended Joon three months ago.

According to police sources,
footage from Katra railway station
shows 24-year-old Dhankar, also
known as ‘Lady Don’ among her
associates, at the railway station
at 10 pm on Thursday. Footage
shows a woman, wearing a blue

station

Grab from footage at
Katra railway station. Express

scarfaround her face, wheeling a
blue suitcase and walking briskly
towards the tracks.

Police sources said she stayed
at a PG in Katra and technical
surveillance revealed that she
accessed its WiFi service.

Sources in the J&K Police said
its Delhi counterpart had shared
details/a picture of the woman
with them. “During our routine
scan of footage of CCTV cameras
at the Katra railway station, we
saw her... but she had left by
then,” said a J&K police source,

Police said they have imme-
diately alerted their units around
Katra and also the Delhi Police
and other agencies in this regard.

Police also said CCTV footage
from the day of the murder
showed Dhankar boarding the
Metro at GTB Nagar to reach
Rajouri Garden Metro Station.
Police said after the murder, she
took the Metro from Rajouri
Garden till Shakarpur.
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registration and to offset the
problem, four waiting halls are
being created with facilities for
registration. There are also four
vishram sadans for attendants of
patients, with a holding capacity
of 249+308 people.”

Dr Madan, however, says
there is only so much that AIIMS
Delhi can do. “We are trying to
rationalise dates for surgery so
planned operations are done on
time with least deferment. But...
there are factors which cannot
be accounted for sometimes.
Eventually, patients getting
treatment depend upon the fa-
cilities available, which remain
finite. The solution lies in
strengthening healthcare insti-
tutions across the country so
that the trust of the public grows
in the system and they don’t
need to come to AIIMS Delhi.
Alongside this, there is an urgent
need to lay down a mechanism
for a robust referral system for
which AIIMS Delhi is working in
tandem with the DGHS.”

Bhan has been here 10 times
in the last three months. Premvati
was diagnosed early last year and
was due for surgery in February
but it kept getting delayed. “We

Patients and their
attendants take shelter
inside the subway and the
footpath outside AIIMS.
Praveen Khanna

travel 180 km from our home,
stay here for a few days and re-
turn when the doctor gives us a
new date,” Bhan says.

Ashoka'’s radiation therapy
has similarly been postponed
several times. The 33-year-old
was diagnosed 16 months ago.
“Her disease has grown to the
last stage because she couldn’t
get treatmentimmediately,” Pal
says. “We’ve been here, waiting
for treatment since May 25.”

“If you are poor, pray you
never get a disease like this. A
quick death is easy,” adds Pal.

Bhan and Pal leave their chil-
dren alone at home whenever
they come to Delhi.

They go to the Sulabh toilets
at Safdarjung Hospital to bathe
once a week. “We have to pay
Rs 50 for a bath and laundry
there,” Bhan says.

Krishn Mohan Jha, who man-
ages one of the three toilets at
Safdarjung, says it costs Rs 5 to
use the toilet or take a bath.
There are 18 toilet seats and 12
bathrooms across the three fa-
cilities and they don’t allow peo-
ple to dolaundry in the morning
because of the rush.

There are three public toilets
along the pavement outside Al-
IMS, set up by the NDMC and
outsourced to three private firms
torun. One is temporarily closed.

Praveen Sharma, an atten-
dant at one of the toilets, says
there is no running water:
“There are days when there’s no
water tanker and we have to
close. It happens regularly.”

“We also need around 7,000
litres of water, 20 litres of hand-
wash liquid and 18 litres of toilet
cleaner but they don’t give us
half of it,” Sharma adds. “I often
have to spend out of my pocket.”

These toilets are supposed to
be open from 6 amto 10 pm, but
often close earlier. “We operate
aslong as the wateris available,”
says Amar Choudhary, an atten-
dant at the other toilet.

‘Pavement heats up

like boiling water’

Bibha Devi, 35, and her hus-
band Santosh Singh, farmers
from Bihar’s Saharsa, are pacing
the pavement. Their “regular
place to sleep” is taken. “We got
a bit late today,” she says.
“Everybody wants this spot asit’s
in the middle and therefore safe.”

They prefer the pavement to
the nearby subway, which is al-
ways packed. “We slept there
once but it was hotter,” she ex-
plains. “We felt suffocated.”

She has been coming to Al-
IMS for two years for a broken
leg, numbness in the other, back
and shoulder pain, and lumps
in the chest.

She worries about “drug ad-
dicts and thieves” who roam
around. “During our last visit,
someone stole my husband’s
phone. He had bought it for Rs
16,000, paying in instalments.
What should we do, where do
we stay?” she said.

The hot pavement is making
Guddi, 40, jittery and her hus-
band, Nazrul Islam, 50, is waving
a handheld fan to make her
comfortable. They are from
Shishgarh in UP. Guddi, who can
barely see, is waiting for treat-
ment for her eyes.

Their two sons work as tai-
lorsin Delhi but they “don’t earn
enough to take care of their fam-
ilies”. “They live in a cramped
jhuggi, a single room for each
family, and don’t have space to
accommodate us,” Guddi says.

They've been living on the
pavement for six days. “This heats
up like boiling water and often
keeps us awake at night,” she says.

Anjana Devi, 40, has been
waiting two months for her
treatment to begin, living on the
pavement and in the subway
with her husband Kala Nand, 42.

Anjana was operated for
thyroid cancer last August but
still suffers “pain and unease”.
During their last visit, Nand, a
labourer from Purnia in Bihar,
rented a room for Rs 2,000 a
month. “I borrowed money from
our relatives and have spent
it all,” he says. “Should I get her
treated, pay for medication,
or pay rent?”

There are also families with
infants. Don’t they get scared liv-
ing on the street?

“What is there to fear when
we are fighting for life?” says a
woman as she tries to calm her
8-month-old baby. She won’t
give her name.

She is accompanying her
husband, Anand Kumar, and his
mother, Padma Devi, who was
diagnosed with breast cancer
two years ago. “I couldn’t leave
my wife and infant behind, so we
all came together,” Anand says.

He says there are a few
dharamshalas near AIIMS but “it
is impossible to find space
there”. “If we rent a room, it will
cost Rs 8,000-10,000. How can
we afford that?” he asks.

AIIMS has three dharamsha-
las and guest houses for patients
and their relatives. Rajgriha
Vishram Sadan, Sureka Vishram
Sadanand Sai Vishram Sadan are
next to Safdarjung Hospital and
run by the AIIMS Welfare Society.

A staffer says the guest
houses can take 400 people in
total and, unsurprisingly given
the demand and the relatively
low rates of Rs 20 to Rs 300 aday,
remain “full round the year”.

Another family, with a young
boy, from Madhubani in Bihar s
also sleeping on the pavement.

The boy, 12-year-old OmRam,
is uncomfortable. His mother Rita
Devi wraps a scarf around his
head; she doesn’t want passersby
to see the tumour on his ear.

“It’s hard,” she says as she
putsawet cloth on her son’s fore-
head. “When it gets very hot, we
take him to lie on the Metro sta-
tion stairs. We sit there till the
guard comes and shoos us away.”

His father,Ram Bilas Ram, 35,
a labourer, said the tumour ap-
peared last November. “We took
him to a private hospital in Patna
where he was operated on. Two
months later, it grew again... We
brought him to AIIMS in April.
We have been here since,” he
says. “He had radiation therapy
on June 5 and the doctor told us
to come back in six months...”

Halfway down the station’s
stairs, Vasdev Ram and his wife
from Jharkhand are helping their
only son sit up and drink water
from a bottle. The boy, 13, was
near-paralysed after he fell while
playing six months ago.

“Doctors back home couldn’t
help, so we brought him here. It’s
been two weeks,” Ram says. “The
first two days, we lived on the
pavement. The sun was harsh
and his condition deteriorated.
Then we found our way here. It’s
a little better.”

(The writer is an intern
with The Indian Express)

In heart of Mehrauli, this Bhool
Bhulaiyyais more than just a maze

DEEPIKA SINGH
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

DELHI'S HISTORIC Mehrauli area
is home to several monuments —
some renowned suchas the Qutub
Minar, others not as well known
or completely unknown jutting
out of various nooks and crevices.
And then there is a third kind,
whichis familiar tolocal residents
but for reasons that have nothing
to do with the purpose the mon-
ument was originally built for.

One such structure is what is
referred to as ‘Bhool Bhulaiyya
(maze)" by the residents.
Situated opposite the Mehrauli
bus terminal, withits walls serv-
ing as a stand for autorickshaws,
this is the tomb of Adham Khan,
a general and foster brother of
Mughal Emperor Akbar.

For visitors, though, the name
rings no bell. “Hum toh bhool bhu-
laiyya hi jaanein (we only know
it as Bhool Bhulaiyya)”, says an
elderly woman enjoying a some-
what pleasant evening after days
of searing heat in Delhi.

Onwhat gave the structureits
moniker, author and filmmaker
Sohail Hashmi tells The Indian
Express: “The name comes from
the stairs inside the walls. To en-
sure that the large dome does not
fall off, buttresses were placed to
lend some support. And to cover
the buttresses, a circular outer
wall was built. So, when you climb
the stairs, entering the inner side
of the dome, a gallery formed by
the buttresses opens up. The outer

The tomb of Adham Khan in Mehrauli. Gajendra Yadav

opening comes after the inner
opening, which is why it is diffi-
cult to trace the latter. Then you
try to back-

Author and historian Swapna
Liddle writes in her book, 14
Historic Walks of Delhi: “The

eight-sided

track, and get tomb is built
lost in the mainly of grey
process.” quartzite,
Although widely avail-
the  stairs PIN COI)E able in and
have been 110001 around Delhi.
closed off The upper part
now, Hashmi of the building

remembers a time in his child-
hood, some 60-odd years ago,
when he got lost inside.

Alocal legend in Mehrauli is
that once a baaraat (wedding
party) got lost inside the maze.
Hashmi, though, dismisses the
story. “There is not enough space
inside for an entire baaraat to get
lost!” he says.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

is covered with limestone plas-
ter — sparsely decorated with
carved or incised motifs...”

The tomb’s architecture is a
confluence of the styles of differ-
enteras: While the shape is rem-
iniscent of the Lodhi era and tur-
rets reflect Tughlaq influence,
the carvings are a marker of the
Mughal period.

Says Hashmi, “In history, there
are no such lines demarcating dif-
ferenteras. There are always peri-
ods of transition... The pillars have
been built fitting large stones to-
gether. This was a technique in
use in India before the 12th
Century. The dome is built with
rubble, a technology introduced
in India in the 13th Century.
While this monument was built
in the 16th Century.”

Besides Adham Khan, his
mother Maham Anga, Akbar’s
wet nurse and foster mother, is
also buried here. Although, only
one gravestone is visible now.

Raza Rumi, in his book, Delhi
by Heart, calls the tomb a “lonely
structure” that “represents a twi-
light zone between the noisy
outer market of Mehrauliand the
ghostlike calm of the Delhi Ridge”.

For Asif Khan Dehlvi, a long-
time Mehrauli resident and
founder of Delhi Karavan, which
conducts heritage walks in Delhi,
the tomb forms a special part of
his memories growing up.

“Around that time, I used to
live in Chirag Dilli. Whenever I
would go to Mehrauli to call on
the dargah of Qutubuddin
Bakhtiyar Kaki, I would often
make a pitstop here and it never
failed to mesmerise me.
Curiously, despite its imposing
facade, the structure is not visi-
ble from a distance. And then, it
suddenly comes into view. Door
se iski bulandi ka ehsaas hi nahi
hota (You cannot make out its
enormity from afar),” he tells The
Indian Express.
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PMLA ENQUIRY

ED seeks infoon

ATS Group from
Noida Authority

DHEERAJMISHRA
NOIDA, JUNE 23

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate
(ED) has asked the Noida
Authority to provide details of 63
companies associated with ATS
Group —among the biggest real
estate developers — pertaining
to allotment of land, payment,
discrepancies found in the exe-
cution of works, and FIR regis-
tered, if any.

As per a letter to the
Authority, thisis part of the ED’s
enquiry against the ATS
Group under provisions of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002.

The 63 companies comprise
of firms executing mega projects
inNoida such as ATS Apartment,
ATS Buildcon, ATS Buildline, ATS
Homes, ATS Infrastructure, ATS
Township, ATS Real estate, ATS
Dreamzone etc.

Getamber Anand, chairman
of ATS Group, said he has not re-
ceived any notice from the ED
regarding the investigation. “I
have not received any notice in
this regard so far. It would be
preemptive to say the ED is con-
ducting an investigation against
us. This is a routine exercise.
There is also a CAG audit going
on in the city. As there are mul-
tiple builders in Noida, the ED
keeps asking for details from
the Authority. We are not alone,
then why are we being singled
out? There is no case, no FIR
against us. We are being tar-
geted. ATS is completing its
projects sooner or later,” Anand
told The Indian Express.

The letter dated June 21 to
Noida Authority CEO Lokesh M
from Jvalin Tejpal, Deputy
Director, ED Lucknow Zone,
reads: “The Directorate is con-
ducting an enquiry under the
PMLA, 2002, into the ATS Group.
In this regard, you are requested
to submit details of the allot-
ment of land to any of the group
companies, either in its sole ca-
pacity as a bidder or as part of a
consortium.”

It also seeks “details of pay-
ments (dues) made by the group

ATS is among the biggest
real estate developers. Archive

“l have not received any
notice in this regard so
far. [t would be
preemptive to say the
ED is conducting an
investigation against
us. Thisis aroutine
exercise... Thereisno
case, no FIR against us.
We are being targeted.”

GETAMBER ANAND
CHAIRMAN, ATS GROUP

companies and delays” as well as
“details of discrepancies found in
the execution of works in
violation of the terms of allot-
ment, if any”.

Along with this, the letter
states, the agency also sought
details regarding whether can-
cellation of the allotment of the
companies occurred. “(Provide)
details of any other coercive ac-
tion taken against the allottee
companies. The above-men-
tioned information is soughtu/s
54 of PMLA, 2002.Itis requested
that this information may
be provided on or before
28.06.2024,” reads the letter.

CEO Lokesh M said he has not
received a physical copy of the
letter. “I will check if it is in the
mail or not on Monday. I have
not received a physical copy of
the letter sent through post, if
any,” he said.

The ED letter has also been
marked to Manoj Kumar Singh,
Infrastructure & Industrial
Development Commissioner,
Uttar Pradesh Government.

How two men used
a dating app to lure,
assault & rob women

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

COMMON INTERESTS, friendship,
companionship: These are some
of the reasons why many single
people joindating apps. However,
when Vijay Kamal Kumar (28)
and Rahul (35)created an account
on one such app, it was for a dif-
ferent reason — quick money for
abetter lifestyle.

The duo would make a fake
account on the app, pretend to
be interested in the women they
matched with — and rob them
of valuables during visits to their
houses, said police.

Delhi Police arrested the duo
onJune 18.

The matter came to light af-
ter a 35-year-old woman filed a
complaint on May 31, stating that
she was assaulted and robbed by
a man she had met on the app
and his friend. The woman —
who lives with her two children
in West Delhi after separation
from her husband — stated in the
complaint that she interacted
with a man, who went by the
name Jatin, on the app for two to
three days before inviting him to
her house, police said.

According to the FIR, Jatin
showed up with his friend
around 12 pm. “While the two of
us were interacting, his friend
waited in the other room. Later,
my son came to me to inform me
that the friend had been taking
a tour of my house while talking
over the phone,” the woman said
in the complaint.

Not making much of it, the
woman agreed to meet Jatin
again at her place the same
night. Jatin showed up with his
friend around 10.30 pm. While
the trio was interacting, Jatin’s
friend suddenly grabbed the

woman by her throat and hit her
on the face, said police. They
then tied her hands, legs and
mouth with tape, and proceeded
to rob her of a gold chain, her
mobile phone, and Rs 5,000 in
cash before fleeing.

An FIR was registered against
the accused under relevant IPC
sections. As a police team
analysed CCTV footage from
nearby areas, it found that the duo
had reached the woman’s house
in a Creta car, the number plate
on which turned out to be fake.

“We found out that the duo
had been using mobile phones
of their victims to lure their next
target... This app takes four days
to verify the account of a new
member. So, the men would cre-
ate their accounts and find their
targets. And then, rob them and
delete the account before the
verification could be completed.
They would then make a fresh
account and carry out the same
process again,” said Ankit Singh,
DCP (Dwarka).

Police later got in touch with
another victim — a resident of
Rohini who said she was robbed
ina similar fashion on March 23.
Earlier that day, the two accused
also stole six gold chains from a
jewellery store in Rohini Sector
3, police said.

Police arrested Rahul outside
Safdarjung Hospital, and Vijay,
who went by the name Jatin,
from Vipin Garden.

“They told us that they have
committed similar crimes in
Gurgaon, but we have not re-
ceived any such complaint so
far,” the DCP said.

“Many women probably
don’t want to come forward and
share their ordeal due to shame...
many such victims only file a
theft case, leaving out details,”
DCP Singh added.
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Medical supplies fraud
during Covid: Report
not received, says DoV

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

AS PART of its inquiry into major
discrepancies in the procure-
ment of medical items such as
sterilised gloves and masks by of-
ficers of the Health department
and the Directorate of Health
Services (DHS) during the Covid
pandemic period of 2021-22, the
Directorate of Vigilance (DoV)
had sought a report from those
concerned within three days on
June 19. No report has been sub-
mitted so far, officials said.

“The department has time till
Monday... after that further ac-
tion will be taken,” a source said.
The next meeting will take place
on June 26, said officials.

According to official docu-
ments, the Directorate is inves-
tigating a case of fraud involving
the procurement of gloves and
masks for which payment was
made to private contractors but
goods were not received. “...It
was pointed out that the DHS
has shown goods as received
though the items were not re-
ceived as per e-waybill and pay-
ment was made,” reads an inter-
nal document.

As per the minutes of a meet-
ing, held onJune 19, the Vigilance
department said: “It was viewed
that these items could possibly be
transacted only on paper without
actually receiving the goods but
payment has been made to the
supplier at the cost of public ex-
chequer and hapless patients.”

Officers of the Health depart-
ment and DGHS were confronted
with five instances of procure-
mentof 2.5 lakh pairs of sterilised

gloves and 2.95 lakh N95 masks
— they couldn’t explain the re-
ported mismatch in the supply
chain between the manufacturer
and distributor and distributor
and storage in-charge, DGHS, said
officials. “In all cases, the distrib-
utor/ supplier is the same private
company,” said a senior official.

According to sources: “the
Vigilance department had al-
ready raised the matter with the
Health Department; it issued a
letter on May 28 seeking their re-
ply but the department did not
reply to queries or furnish docu-
mentary evidence.”

Officials said in the June 19
meeting, documentary evidence
was shown to DGHS officers
who could not provide sufficient
answers and sought more time
to seek necessary clarification
from the distributor.

In the case of procurement of

1 lakh pairs of gloves, these were
sent by the manufacturer on
December 4, 2020, and were
never received in Delhi but in
Rewari, Haryana. “But DHS had
shown that this item was received
on 20.12.2021..,” said sources.

Officials said payment was
made without actual supply.

During the meeting, the
Special Secretary, Health depart-
ment, pointed out that “itis a
clear case of fraud done by the
distributor and a case for lodg-
ing a complaint against the dis-
tributor if the mismatch is not
properly explained...”

In April, the DoV had issued
a notice to the Health Minister’s
OSD in the case. Sources said he
was heading one of the techni-
cal committees for procurement
of these medical items.

Kejriwal moves SC against
Delhi HC’s stay on bail order

New Delhi: CM Arvind Kejriwal
on Sunday moved the Supreme
Court against the Delhi High
Court’s stay on a trial court order
granting him bail in a money
laundering case linked to the ex-
cise policy case in the Capital.
Sources said Kejriwal’s lawyers
are seeking an urgent hearing in
the matter on Monday.

On June 21, the Delhi HC
stayed the trial court’s June 20 or-

der, granting bail to Kejriwal, for
“two-three days”. It issued a no-
tice to the CM on the ED’s main
pleaagainst the trial court’s June
20 order, and listed it for July 10.

The single-judge bench of

Justice Sudhir Kumar Jain said:
“Arguments are heard. Orderis re-

served. Till the pronouncement of

the order on the stay application,
the operation of the impugned
(trial court) order is stayed.” ENS

AAP leaders meet L-G,
reiterate water demand

L-G spoke to Haryana CM around 4 pm... he has assured
that he would seriously look into the matter: L-G Office

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

AMID THE ongoing tussle be-
tween the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) and the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) over the shortage of
water, a delegation of senior AAP
leaders met Lieutenant
Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena
Sunday demanding the national
capital’s share of water from
Haryana.

The 10-member delegation,
which included Rajya Sabha
MPs Sanjay Singh and N D
Gupta, General Secretary Pankaj
Gupta, Cabinet Minister
Saurabh Bharadwaj and others,
highlighted that Delhi is receiv-
ing 113 MGD (million gallons
daily) less water than what itis
entitled to, said AAP in a state-
ment.

The AAP said Saxena assured
the delegation of his commit-
ment to resolving the issue and
making every effort to ensure
Delhi receives its fair share from
Haryana.

Officials said the L-G assured
the AAP delegation that he
would take up the matter of re-
lease of water on humanitarian
grounds with the Haryana Chief
Minister.

The LG office in a statement
said, “MPs and MLAs who spoke
in the meeting, primarily re-
quested the L-G to request the
Haryana government for extra
water, for a few days, till the
rain/monsoon arrives... After lis-
tening to the representatives, the
L-Greiterated that the advice by
the Supreme Court that Delhi
could approach Haryana for ex-
tra water on humanitarian
grounds could be fructified only
inan atmosphere of cooperation
and amicable dialogue, rather
than by indulging in accusations,
abuse and blame game..."

Regarding the meeting, Singh
said, “We told the L-G that Delhi
is getting the same amount of
water today as it was allocated
in 1994... the population has in-

AAP leaders Saurabh Bharadwaj, Sanjay Singh and
Somnath Bharti were part of the AAP delegation that
met L-G V K Saxena on Sunday. Amit Mehra

creased three times over the
years.”

Singh said the delegation also
informed the L-G that the Delhi
government has made several
efforts at its level, including
spending Rs 500 crore toresolve
the leakage of canals and laying
12,000 km of pipelines in the
city.

“The L-G has also given some
suggestions; it was agreed to
work on these together,” Singh
added.

Cabinet Minister Bharadwaj
said, “... Since the L-G is the cen-
tral government’s representa-
tive, we have requested him to
talk to Haryana to release Delhi’s
share... the monsoon will start
in aweek, soit’s just a matter of
afewdays.”

Further, responding to the
AAP statement, the L-G office
said, “... the L-G spoke to the
Haryana CM around 4 pm. The
Haryana CM has assured that he
would seriously look into the
matter and try to help tide over
the situation, to the farthest pos-
sible extent.”

Bharadwaj hits
out at the PM

Earlier in the day, Bharadwaj,
at a press conference, attacked

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and claimed, “Despite writing
letters to Modi ji, he has not said
aword on Delhi’s water crisis. He
is completely silent on this mat-
ter; according to him, thereis no
water shortage in Delhi...”

Bharadwaj also alleged that
the Capital’s share of water
dropped drastically after the Lok
Sabha election results. “On June
1, water production in Delhi was
989.95 MGD; 1,002 MGD on
June 2 and 3; 1,004 MGD onJune
4, 1,003 MGD on June 5... After
the results, the level started to
drop and on June 21, it came to
896 MGD... Earlier, Haryana was
releasing 100 MGD less water to
Delhi; now thisis 117 MGD.”

He said the water share has
dropped following their protest
in the last three days, due to
which 4.85 lakh people are not
getting enough supply.

Bharadwaj also challenged
the L-G to release videos of his
meetings with the AAP delega-
tion and BJP MPs. “He (L-G)
recorded the entire meeting
with us. He must have recorded
the meeting with the BJP MPS
too. So, he should release both
videos. The people of Delhi will
know who is conspiring and
who is standing up for them.”

CAPITAL’S WATER CRISIS

Day 3 of fast: Atishi’s
ketone levels positive;
she claims Haryana cut
water supply further

SOPHIYAMATHEW
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

AS HER ‘paani Satyagraha’ en-
tered Day 3 on Sunday, Delhi
Water Minister Atishi’s health
vitals emerged as a concern
with her ketone levels turning
out positive. After examining
the minister during the day,
doctors reported her sugar level
to be below 73mg/dL and blood
pressure in the range of 125-
56mmHg, said AAP, with many
of its leaders expressing con-
cerns over Atishi’s positive ke-
tone as it “could be dangerous
for the kidneys”.

Citing that Atishi has reiter-
ated to continue with her indef-
inite fast till Delhi gets its “right-
ful share” of water from
Haryana, AAP MLA Sanjay Singh
posted on X on Sunday: “On
the third day of the indefinite
fast, the ketone level of the
Minister (Atishi) came out as
positive, the blood sugar and
blood pressure levels also
showed a decline.”

Meanwhile, Atishi alleged
that Delhi is not getting its share
of water as Haryana has shut all
the gates of the Hathnikund
barrage, and asserted she will
continue her indefinite fast over
theissue.Inavideo posted on X
on Sunday morning, Atishi al-
leged that the Hathni Kund bar-
rage gates are not being opened
by the Haryana government,
due to which water supply has

remained insufficient in Delhi.

She said: “There is water in
Hathni Kund barrage. However,
the Haryana governmentisn’t re-
leasing it for Delhi. I request the
Haryana government with
folded hands to open the gates of
the Hathnikund barrage. Release
the water of the people of Delhi.”

“Delhiites should get the
water they are entitled to. Until
the Haryana government gives
the water they (people of Delhi)
are entitled to, until the gates of
the Hathnikund barrage are
opened, this hunger strike will
continue,” she added.

During a press conference
on Sunday, Delhi Urban
Development Minister Saurabh
Bharadwaj also accused the
Haryana government of further
reducing the supply of water to
Delhi from 100 MGD to 117
MGD — as Atishi began her in-
definite fast.

A day after the Communist
Party general-secretary, D Raja,
expressed support for the AAP’s
‘paani satyagraha’ agitation,
CPI(M) politburo member
Subhashini Ali joined the fast.

Meanwhile, as AAP MLA
Akhilesh Pati Tripathi and for-
mer Cabinet Minister Jitender
Singh Tomar called Atishi the
‘Iron Lady’, AAP Delhi convener
Gopal Rai claimed: “If the seven
Delhi BJP MPs had lost, BJP
wouldn’t have had the courage
to conspire and steal the water
of the Delhi residents.”

-WITHPTIINPUTS

AAP leaders Sanjay Singh and Atishi during her indefinite
fast over water crisis in the Capital, on Sunday. Gajendra Yadav

BJP hits out at
Atishi’s fast: No
drinking water,
facilities to treat
illnesses by heat

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

CALLING IT “drama”, the BJP on
Sunday said it was shameful that
the AAP government was “en-
grossed” in an “air-conditioned
Satyagraha” even as cases of
deaths due to the heatwave were
continuously increasing in Delhi.
Instead of taking measures to
prevent such deaths, which the
people of Delhi were facing on
the one hand with a water crisis
on the other, the AAP’s leaders
were making “petty political
statements”, Delhi BJP president
Virendra Sachdeva alleged.
“This’ll be the first Satyagraha
movement in Indian history
where the Satyagrahi comes only
to pose for photos in front of the
media and then disappears. This
fact is clearly revealed in some
videosreceived from there, show-
ing a special meter on the wall of
another’s house in the service of
Ms. Atishi, and four 4-tonne ACs
arerunning there,” Sachdeva said.
“As the Water Minister of
Delhi, Ms Atishi has a duty to try
to alleviate the water crisis in
Delhi, fix the leakages, but she is
trying to evade it... whether it is
Saurabh Bharadwaj, Sanjay Singh,
or Atishi, all are accusing the
Haryana government of not sup-
plying water, while the Haryana
government and their officials
have proven... that they are sup-
plying more water to Delhi than
the stipulated amount,” he added.
“There is no drinking water in
Delhi for the poor, no measures to
prevent heatwave, and no health
facilities, while Delhi ministers are
busy with jail, bail, and
Satyagraha,” Sachdeva added.
Delhi Congress president
Devender Yadav, meanwhile,
termed Atishi's fast “political
showmanship”. “It is ironic that
while lakhs of residents of Delhi
are thirsting for every drop of
potable water, Atishi has been
shown drinking a glass of clean
water in her dharnatent, whichis
a clear indication that those in
power are not affected by the wa-
ter crisis, but only the poor and the
common people are,” Yadav said.

CROSSWORD 5398

ACROSS

1 Roger says this works (8)

5 Doesn’t allow sections to be
played (4)

9 Aeroplane company held a
conference (5)

10 Sweetheart has reason to
be passionate (7)

11 Satisfied buyer of an
electric fan? (4,8)

13 Avery noisy bearing causes
concern (6)

14 Girl appearing on stage is
not a true member (3,3)

17 Chap seemed in trouble in
debutasan MP(6,6)

20 Newspaper feature could
make it clear (7)

21 Letter that he takes to heart
(5)

22 Fishboat(4)

23 It’'sinstrumental in having
wine around (8)

DOWN

1People in competition (4)

2 Succeed - but not atriding a
horse (4,3)

3 Spying activity makes the
news (12)

4 An attractive woman, this
much one can see (6)

6 In principle, ring after eleven
in the morning (5)

7 Accommodation for poor
sailors? (8)

8 Such a change may be on the
gambler’s behalf(3,3,6)

12 Where one may see
bellows makers? (8)

15 An upholder of the
Christian word (7)

16 A member of society too
(2,4)

18 Finally digin(5)

19 Sailor putinacellar

(4)

Solutions Crossword 5397 Across: 1Grounding, 8 Again, 9 Emerald, 10 Thresh, 11 Bad
egg, 12 Holddown, 15 All at sea, 18 Plaice, 20 Coptic, 21 Degrees, 22 Spell, 23 Extrawork
Down: 2 Rumba, 3 Unreel, 4 Delights, 5 Gashed, 6 Cape Cod, 7 In the nude, 11 Broadcast,
13 Leapyear, 14 Flapper, 16 Trifle, 17 Barrow, 19 Clear

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move
them to the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and
jumble them to get the answer for the given quip.

He who speaks evil only differs from his who does evilinthat helacks ___.-Quintilian
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I'M GLAD WE HAD THIS
CHANCE TO CONFIRM
OUR SUSPICIONS.

ANYTIME.
WE'RE

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

WHILE YOUR DAD IS TAKING

ROSALYN HOME, PERHAPS

YoUe LWE TO EXPLAN WHAT
HAPPENED TONIGHT.

GOAH MOM, WHATS TO TEWL?
AT 800, T PUT on My
PRABMAS, BRUSHED MY TEETH
AND WENT STRMGHT TO
BED. NOTHING HAPPEMED

ROSALIN MADE ME
DO THAT UST S0
I'D GET IN TROUBLE’
SHE HATES KADS!
MOMWE. OF THAT 1S
TRUE! T WENT
GiT'RFh‘lGHT T BED
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D 1AL PnSerien betnfud s by Secheaw Mebisal Sonchss

NICE TRY, | WELL WHO WOULDVE
PINOCCHIO . | THOUGHT RoSBIN
WOULD MAKE ME
WRITE A FULL

ONFESSION 2

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

Q | HAVE COMMITMENT 155:.4&5_)
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Difficulty Level 5s
Instructions

Tosolve a Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
must appear in each of the
nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal
rows and ineach of the
nine boxes.

SUDOKU 5601

Difficulty Level
1s=Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard;
Ss=VeryHard;

6s =Genius

THE ONLY LONG-TERM RELATIONSHIP
| I'VE HAD 1S WITH MY GRANDMA'S
__ COOKIES!
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DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
The relationship
between Mars and
Uranus may yet
prove tomark a
turning point in your domestic
affairs. The way forward at
home is through hard work. In
professional matters, the key

to success liesin adopting a

radically different approach.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Financial news
could be optimistic,
and it may be useful
toteamup witha

partner in a long-planned

enterprise. The most
important pressures in your

chart are social, so you'll mix

business with pleasure and

cultivate useful contacts.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Interesting news
may setyouona
new course of
action, and you will

feel a sense of urgency. Use

your imagination and follow
hunches, especially if any
short journeys are planned. In
matters of the heart you're
hoping for the best - but you
could be too pushy.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
The current
planetary patterns
seem to be
definitely

beneficial, even though you

may come close to despairing
of a particular person. Bear in
mind that other people are
justincapable of committing
themselves at the moment -
and wait until the time
isright.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)

There’s alot of
energy around, and
there’s noreason
why you shouldn’t
achieve your aims. If you're in
the property market, a little
lateral or creative thinking
should help cut through

entrenched problems. And a

word of advice - don’t feel

rushed into making practical
choices.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)

O

This is unlikely to be
arestful day. The
planets are putting
pressure on
everyone, although from your
point of view this is all very
positive. Try socialising with
colleagues you’d normally
ignore. You might even
consider welcoming rivals into
your closest circle.

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

You'll only be as

busy as you want to

be, so arrange your

schedule to suit
your needs rather than those
of friends and associates.

There is every sign that

decisions taken now will work

out as planned, but only if
you're sensitive about putting
them into practice.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
The accentis on
domestic
improvements, if
only at the planning

stage. There’s much to be said

for taking a radical approach,
even though this may not be
well received by your cautious
relatives. The other factor you
have to bear in mind is that
children and younger relations
require still more of your time.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
If travel is on the
horizon, please get
arrangements
tidied up as soon as

possible. Recent conditions

may have been a little
stressful, although by now you
should have got the hang of
your new responsibilities. You
will have implemented all
changes by next week.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Career-wise, you're
inforabusy time
although your
attention may be

drawn more towards

emotional complications. You
must ask yourself what it is
that you want from a certain
person - and then work out
how you can get it.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
Lively conditions
continue, although
there’s no reason to
joinin with co-

operative activities if you've

something better to do.

Disagreements will be made

up with just a little effort and

attention in the right quarters.

Throwing money at problems

may also help.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Catchuponall
routine chores and
you might achieve
more than you

intended. You may even get

ahead of yourself, in which
case you'll be thankful for your
foresight when pressures
build up, possibly before the
end of the week. Don’t take
partners for granted.
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9 GOVT 6 POLITICS
Amid Northeast flood fury, Shah
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pELHI CONFIDENTIAL F@VIEWS IMONSoon preparedness

Suggests creation of large ponds in Northeast, use of ISRO data for flood control

NEW INNINGS

AFTER SAMAJWADI Party’s stellar performance in the Lok
Sabha polls in UP with 37 seats, party president Akhilesh Yadav
went on a week’s vacation to a foreign country with his fam-
ily. Now, he has his hands full as the Parliament session be-
gins on Monday and his party has the third largest number of
MPs in the House. He also has to pick candidates for the
Assembly bypolls, seats vacated by 10 MLAs who were elected
as MPs. Akhilesh also has to name the Leader of Opposition —
post vacated by him — in the Uttar Pradesh Assembly.

MARKING PRESENCE

DOPT’S LATEST strongly worded circular on biometric atten-
dance has sent the bureaucracy into a tizzy. The circular took
serious note of the laxity in implementing the Aadhaar
Enabled Biometric Attendance System and some employees
coming late to work on a regular basis. With this, senior offi-
cers were seen asking their staff about their Aadhaar-based at-
tendance IDs and many, even of the joint secretary rank, are
often seen queuing up before the attendance machines in
ministry corridors to mark their presence.

(SUEST APPEARANCE

USUALLY, MINISTERS inaugurate the events in their respec-
tive ministries but here is one event Union Culture Minister
Gajendra Shekhawat attended after it concluded. Even as a
15-day-long exhibition at the National Gallery of Modern Art
to mark the coronation of Chhatrapati Shivaji officially ended
for the public on June 21, the paintings were kept mounted
for one extra day for the special visitor — Shekhawat — who
could visit the gallery on Saturday. On Friday evening, even as
the staff had arrived to pack the 115 paintings, the plan was

shelved at the last minute.

Prajwal’s brother Suraj
Revanna held for ‘sexual

assault’ of JDS worker

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, JUNE 23

THE KARNATAKA Police on
Sunday arrested Janata Dal
(Secular) MLC Suraj Revanna,
brother of rape accused former
MP Prajwal Revanna, for allegedly
sexually assaulting a man.

The man, aJD(S) worker, said
in his complaint that he had vis-
ited Suraj at a farmhouse in
Karnataka’s Hassan district on
June 16. According to the FIR,
Suraj allegedly stripped and sex-
ually assaulted the complainant,
and threatened to kill the man’s
family. The complainant also al-
leged that Suraj assured him of a
job and political growth.

Karnataka Home Minister G
Parameshwara said Sunday that
the case has been handed over to
the state Criminal Investigation
Department (CID). Following
this, Suraj was taken to the CID
headquarters in Bengaluru.

Later in the day, he was pro-
duced before a magistrate, who
remanded him in 14 days’ judi-
cial custody.

Police on Saturday booked
Suraj and his close aide
Shivakumar under IPC sections
377 (carnal intercourse against
the order of nature), 342
(wrongful confinement), 506
(intentional insult to provoke
breach of the peace) and 34
(common intention).

Suraj
Revanna

Suraj’s father, JD(S) MLAH D
Revanna, claimed the case was
part of a “political conspiracy”
against his family. “I won’t react
to anything. Let the (CID) do the
investigation. Who said don’t (in-
vestigate)? I have faithin God and
judiciary.I know what's happen-
ing in the state,” Revanna said.

Parameshwara denied claims
of a conspiracy. “There was a
complaint given by an individual,
and on thatbasis, they have sum-
moned Suraj Revanna... When
police register an FIR, they look
into evidence and most probably
they have found some evidence,
which is why they have taken
him into custody,” he said.

Suraj had also commented
on the case hours before his ar-
rest, alleging that the case was
filed in an effort to “extort
money” from him. His aide
Shivakumar had earlier filed an
extortion case against the com-
plainant, alleging that he had de-
manded Rs 5 crore and later set-
tled for Rs 2 crore.

The complainant, however,
said it was Shivakumar who of-
fered him Rs 2 crore to keep the
matter secret.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah on Sunday chaired a high-
level meeting to review the gov-
ernment’s preparedness in the
wake of recent floods in the
Northeast and the approaching
monsoons.

Shahinstructed the concerned
departments to study in detail the
recent floods in Sikkim and
Manipur and submit a report to
the Ministry of Home Affairs.Shah
also suggested that at least 50
large ponds should be constructed
in the Northeast.

According to an MHA official,
Shah also reviewed long-term
measures to formulate acompre-
hensive and far-reaching policy to
mitigate the menace of floods in
the country.“The Home Minister
appealed to all the States and
Union Territories to timely imple-
ment the advisories issued by
NDMA for flood management. He
directed the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) and the
Central Water Commission

BJYM leader
shot dead while

pasting posters
in Indore: Police

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
INDORE, JUNE 23

ABharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha
(BJYM) leader was allegedly shot
dead by two motorcycle-borne
persons in Indore in Madhya
Pradesh early Sunday, a police
official said.

MonuKalyane(35), vice pres-
ident of the BJYM'’s city unit, was
killed in front of a shop near
Chimanbaag square on Jail Road
ataround 2am, Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police Ram
Snehi Mishra said.

“Kalyane and two others were
pasting posters when two men
came on a motorcycle and asked
for his phone number and details
of avehiclerally the deceased was
settoorganise onSunday,” Mishra
said, adding, “Names of Arjun
Pathrod and Piyush Pathrod have
come up during probe as Kalyane
had an old enmity with them.”

Police said some supporters
of Kalyane ransacked the home
of the accused, which is close to
the deceased's residence in Usha
Phatak area, and also tried to set
ablaze vehicles. Kalyane was
considered close to MP minister
Kailash Vijayvargiya.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah with Minister of Jal Shakti
CRPaatil and Home Secretary Ajay Kumar Bhalla, Sunday. P11

(CWC) to complete the process of
recalibrating all the equipment
used in flood forecast, at the earli-
est,” the MHA statement said.
“He also directed to ensure
that floodgates of all the major
dams are in good condition. Shah
said that the CWC flood monitor-
ing centres should be in accor-
dance with our requirements
and of international standards,”
the statement said. During the
meeting, new technologies be-

ing adopted by all the agencies
and the expansion of their net-
work for flood management
were also discussed. Shah also
reviewed the preparations to
deal with Glacial Lake Outburst
Flood (GLOF). He also empha-
sized on optimum use of satel-
lite imagery provided by the
Indian  Space  Research
Organization (ISRO) for flood and
water management.

“The Union Home Minister

said that the non-perennial rivers
are prone tomore soil erosionand
siltation, resulting in floods. He di-
rected that efforts should be made
to upgrade the forecast system of
water level of rivers for better
flood management,” he said.
“Shah said that a natural
drainage system should be anin-
tegral part of the designs of road
construction to deal with inun-
dation of roads, in case of floods.
Shah said that at least 50 large
ponds should be constructed in
the Northeast so that the water
of the Brahmaputra River could
be diverted and stored in those
ponds. He said that this will help
in developing agriculture, irriga-
tion and tourism in those areas
at alow cost and also help in
tackling the floods, and it will
eventually benefit the local
economy,” the official said.
According to MHA, Shah di-
rected that the IMD'’s alerts re-
garding lightning strikes should
be disseminated among the pub-
licontime. Heemphasized on the
need to integrate weather, rainfall
and flood warning related apps.

ISRO Reusable Launch Vehicle
aces third and final landing test

ANONNADUTT
JUNE 23, NEW DELHI

THE INDIAN Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) on Sunday
successfully demonstrated the
landing capability of the
Reusable Launch Vehicle (RLV),
named Pushpak, for the third
time, bringing it one step closer
to using the vehicle for an orbital
mission.The third and final test
in the series of Landing
Experiment (LEX-03) was con-
ducted at 710 1ST at the
Aeronautical Test Range (ATR)in
Karnataka’s Chitradurga district.

Announcing the success, the
space agency on X said: “Hat-
trick for ISRO in RLV LEX!
(Reusable Launch Vehicle
Landing Experiment). With the
objectives of RLV LEX accom-
plished, ISRO embarks into RLV-
ORV, the orbital reusable vehi-
cle.”

Significantly, the third
demonstration of Pushpak
reused the winged body and
flight systems from the second
experiment without any modi-
fications. To bring down the
launch costs and to remain com-
petitive, the Reusable Launch
Vehicle by ISRO is designed to
take satellites to space and then

RLV Pushpak being carried
by a helicopter during its
Landing Experiment. PTI

return and land on a runway like
an aeroplane. Unlike the SpaceX
vehicle thatlands back vertically,
to achieve the horizontal land-
ing ISRO’s vehicle has wings to
helpit glide.

The third demonstration un-
dertaken on Sunday using a hel-
icopter was to test the vehicle in
more challenging conditions —
when there is a higher degree of
deviation from the intended or-
bit while the launch vehicle
comes down and when there are
more severe wind conditions.

The deviation during the third

MHA asks states to begin drill to
find glitches in crime laws rollout

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

AS THE three new criminal laws
— Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, and Bharatiya Sakshya
Act — comesinto effectonJuly 1,
the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) has asked all the states
and Union Territories to start
“dummy exercise” to identify the
shortcomings and send feed-
backs accordingly, it is learnt.

A source said at a recent

meeting, the instructions were
given by senior MHA officials to
the DGs and Chief Secretaries of
states and UTs, except Ladakh
and Jammu and Kashmir, heads
of the NCRB and the BPR&D.

In the meeting, the MHA en-
quired from the officials about any
bottlenecks or hurdles they may
be facing in the implementation
of the new laws. When some of-
ficials raised the issue of require-
ment of mobile forensic vans, they
were told by the MHA to submit
the proposals, the source said.

Earlier, Union Home
Secretary Ajay Bhalla had held a

meeting with all the DGs and
Chief Secretaries of UTs, heads of
NCRB and BPR&D for a smooth
rollout of the penal laws.

The MHA is also expected to
issue a gazette notification soon
after deciding on the delegation
of powers under relevant sections
of the new laws for better dis-
charge of duties and functions.

“The MHA had asked UTs to
prepare a comprehensive pro-
posal for delegation of powers...
All the UTs submitted their pro-
posals and MHA is currently ex-
amining them before issuing the
notification,” a source said.

Was honour to be your V01ce Rahul writes to Wayanad

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

Senior Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Sunday wrote to the
people of Wayanad and said that
he is sad about vacating the
Wayanad constituency, but is
consoled because sister Priyanka
will be there to “represent the
constituency’s people”.

On June 17, the Congress had
announced that Rahul Gandhi
will vacate Wayanad and retain
Rae Bareli, with party general
secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
to contest the Wayanad seat in
Kerala. Rahul had won both seats
in the recently concluded Lok
Sabha polls and had to vacate
one of them.

Inanopen letter to the people

of Wayanad, Rahul said, “I met
you five years ago. The first time
visited you, I came asking for your
support. [ was a stranger to you
and yet you believed in me. You
embraced me with unbridled
love and affection. It didn’t mat-
ter which political formation you
supported, it didn’t matter which
community you were from or
which religion you believed in or
which language you spoke.”

“Iam sad, but I am consoled
because my sister Priyanka will
be there to represent you. I am
confident that she will do an ex-
cellent job of being your MP if
you decide to give her the oppor-
tunity,” he said.

Rahul said that “whenIfaced
abuse day after day, your uncon-
ditional love protected me”. “You
were my refuge, my home and

D ] e

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi during an election campaign
for the Lok Sabha polls in Wayanad earlier this year. P11 File

my family. [ never felt for even a
moment that you doubted me,”
he said. “I will remember the
countless flowers and hugs you

gave me. Each one given with
such genuine love and tender-
ness. How can I ever forget the
bravery, beauty and confidence

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

with which young girls would
translate my speeches in front of
thousands of people,” he wrote
in the letter.

“It was truly a joy and an ho-
nour to be your voice in
Parliament...Iam also consoled
because I have a loving family in
the people of Rae Bareli and a
bond that I cherish deeply. My
central commitment to both you
and the people of Rae Bareli is
that we will fight and defeat the
hatred and violence being
spread in the country,” he wrote.

“I do not know how to thank
you for what you have done for
me. For the love and protection
you gave me when I needed it
most. You are part of my family
and Iwill always be there foreach
and every one of you,” said the
Congress MP.

demonstration was 500m com-
pared to 150m during the previ-
ous experiment, according to the
space agency. The winged vehicle
was dropped from an altitude of
4.5 km by an Indian Air Force
Chinook helicopter. After release,
the vehicle autonomously under-
took manoeuvres to correct
course and precisely landed on
the centreline of the runway.

The space agency also said
that the aerodynamic design of
the vehicle, which means a low
dragonit whenitislanding, led
to the velocity exceeding 320
kmph on Sunday. To be sure, the
velocity at landing for commer-
cial planes is 260 kmph and for
fighter planesis 280 kmph. After
touchdown, the vehicle velocity
was reduced to nearly 100 kmph
using its brake parachute and
then the landing gear brakes
were deployed for further decel-
eration and stopping on the run-
way.

“This mission simulated the
approach and landing interface
and high-speed landing condi-
tions for a vehicle returning from
space, reaffirming ISRO’s expert-
ise in acquiring the most critical
technologies required for the de-
velopment of a Reusable Launch
Vehicle (RLV),” the space
agency said.
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BSP chief Mayawati with nephew and party’s national
coordinator Akash Anand in Lucknow on Sunday. P11

Mayawati reinstates
nephew Akash in

top BSP post, again
names him successor

LALMANIVERMA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

MORE THAN a month after
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) chief
Mayawati removed him from a
top party post and as her politi-
cal heir, Akash Anand was on
Sunday reinstated as her “lone
successor” and the party’s na-
tional coordinator.

Mayawati made the an-
nouncement at the BSP’s first re-
view meeting, held in Lucknow,
on its loss in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions. She urged party leaders to
“give him (Akash) more respect
than earlier”. “Party president
(Mayawati) has once again given
anopportunity to Akash Anand to
work in the party with maturity,”
the BSP said in a statement in
which Mayawati was quoted as
saying, “I am hopeful that he will
emerge completely as a ‘mature
leader’ at every level in the inter-
est of the party and movement.
Party people will also encourage
him by giving more respect than
earlier so that he lives up tomy ex-
pectations.”

At the meeting, Mayawati said
false propaganda” of Opposition
parties on the alleged threat to the
Constitution damaged the BSP.
She instructed party leaders to
spread awareness about how the
same Congress that made the
Constitution an electoral issue
had “used all tactics to prevent the
entry of BR Ambedkar in the
Constituent Assembly”. She, ac-
cording to the BSP statement, said
that BJP-led NDA government at
Centre was not fully stable and
that party leaders should “work
extensively” to strengthen the or-
ganisation’s base across India.

Mayawati appointed Akash,
her nephew, as the party’s na-
tional coordinator in 2019 and in
December last year named him
her political successor, only to sack
him last month. On May 7, the BSP
chief said the decision to remove
Akash would be in force “in the

largerinterest of the party and the
movement... until he attains ma-
turity”. The move came after the
police in Sitapur in UP booked
Akash for promoting enmity after
he referred to BJP government as
“aatankwadiyo ki sarkar (govern-
ment of terrorists)”.

Following his aunt’s decision,
Akash stopped campaigning
mid-way through the Lok Sabha
elections, leaving Mayawati as
the lone face of the party. The
party also received feedback
fromits candidates, all of whom
lost, that Jatav Dalits as well as a
section of Muslims, seen to be
the BSP’s core voter base, would
not have backed the Samajwadi
Party (SP)-Congress alliance had
Akash continued his campaign.
His exit, the leaders said, sent a
message that Mayawati had suc-
cumbed to the BJP’s pressure.

“His reappointment will help
the BSP shed the tag of being the
BJP’s B-team. It will help rebuild
trustinour core voter base of Jatavs
and Dalits,” said a party leader.

In Mayawati’s sudden
change of heart, several BSP in-
siders also see the effect of Azad
Samaj Party (Kanshiram) leader
Chandrashekhar Aazad’s win
from Nagina Lok Sabha seat. The
BSP won the seat in 2019, when
it contested the elections in al-
liance with the SP and RLD.

With the BSP’s electoral for-
tunes declining — it failed to win
a single Lok Sabha seat and its
vote share in UP plummeted
from 19.3% to 9.3% — the emer-
gence of a popular Dalit leader
such as Aazad, who seems to
have the backing of Dalits as well
as Muslims, may have fast-
tracked Akash's reinstatement.

“Aazad will raise the issues of
Dalits and Muslims in the House
while travelling across the coun-
try. This will help him evolve as a
Dalit leader and as an alternative
to Mayawati, further weakening
the BSP. To control this damage,
Anand’s return was important,”
said a BSP leader.

After Canada’s tribute to Nijjar,
EAM recalls Kamshka bombmg

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

DAYS AFTER the Canadian
Parliament paid tribute to pro-
Khalistani terrorist Hardeep
Singh Nijjar, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on Sunday
recalled 1985 Kanishka bomb-
ing in a social media post, saying
that it was a reminder why ter-
rorism should not be tolerated.
“Today marks the 39th anniver-
sary of one of the worst acts of
terrorism in history,” Jaishankar
said. “Pay my homage to the
memory of the 329 victims of Al
182 ‘Kanishka’ who were killed
this day in 1985. My thoughts are
with their families. The anniver-
sary is areminder why terrorism
should never be tolerated.” The
Indian consulate-general in
Vancouver has announced plans
to hold amemorial event for the
victims of the 1985 Air India
Kanishka flight bombing.

“India stands at the forefront
of countering the menace of ter-
rorism and works closely with all
nations to tackle this global
threat. 23 June 2024 marks the
39th Anniversary of the cowardly
terrorist bombing of Air India
flight 182 (Kanishka), in which
329 innocent victims, including
86 children, lost their lives in one
of the most heinous terror-re-
lated air disasters in the history
of civil aviation,” the consulate-
general posted on X.The memo-
rial service is scheduled to take
place on June 23 evening (local
time), at the Air India Memorial

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar at the BAPS Hindu
Mandir in Abu Dhabi, UAE, on Sunday. P11

located in Stanley Park’s Ceperley
Playground area in Vancouver.
“The Consulate General of India
in Vancouver encourages mem-
bers of the Indian Diaspora to at-
tend, demonstrating solidarity
against terrorism,” the post read.

Petroleum Minister Hardeep
Puri also paid homage to the vic-
tims through a post on Sunday.
“This dastardly bombing on 23
June 1985 remains one of the
most reprehensible acts of terror
committed against India. Actions
anchored in such extremism
have no place in a sane and
civilised world,” he said.

OnJune 23,1985,anAirIndia
Flight from Montreal to London
exploded 31,000 ft above the
Atlantic Ocean after a bomb
planted by Khalistani terrorists
based out of Canada went off.

Among the 329 people killed
were 268 Canadian citizens, 27
British citizens, and 24 Indian cit-
izens.

Jaishankar visits
UAE to discuss
ties, war in Gaza

New Delhi: External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on Sunday
undertook a day-long official
visit to the United Arab Emirates
to meet his counterpart,
Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
and discuss bilateral ties, besides
touching upon a host of regional
and global issues, including the
war in Gaza.

“During the visit, the Minister
will have a meeting with his UAE
counterpart on wide-ranging is-
sues of the partnership,” said a
statementissued by the Ministry
of External Affairs. Before meet-
ing Al Nahyan, Jaishankar visited
the BAPS Hindu Mandir in Abu
Dhabi — which was inaugurated
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
onFebruary 14 thisyear. ENS



OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
PWD DIVISION SHAHPURA (DISTT. SHAHPURA)
File No:- 967-76 Date:-18-6-24
Notice Inviting Bid No. 03/2024-25

Bids for Remaining work of Construction of BT Road under Rural Road Project Package No.
RJ-07-10/5054/New Road/P/2018-19 are invited from interested bidders upto time 9.30 date
22.06.2024 to time 18.00 date 12.07.2024. Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the
procurement portal (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the state; and PWD
departmental website. The appromimate values of the procurement is Rs. 278.33 Lacs.

NIB No.: PWD2425A0260

UBN No.: PWD2425 WSOB00909

Sd/-
(R.D. Meena)
Executive Engineer
PWD Dn Shahpura (Distt. Shahpura)
Email :- eeshahpura.pwd @rajasthan.gov.in

Mobile No 9571221166

DIPR/C/4580/2024

CHAKUR NAGAR PANCHAYAT DIST LATUR

Out.No./.CNP/WS/Kavi-896 Date : 21.06.2024

e-Tender Notice for 2024-25

Chakur Nagar Panchayat invites E-Tender for Chakur Water
Supply Scheme, Tq.- Chakur, Dist- Latur in the State of
Maharashtra Under M.S.J.N. Scheme of Estimated cost Rs.
60,94,02,319.00. The E-Tender details are available on
www.mahatenders.gov.in

All relevant dates will be as per the tender published in web
portal www.mahatenders.gov.in
Date :- 21.06.2024

sd/-
sd/- Ajay Narale,
Kapil Makane Chief Officer
President Chakur Nagar Panchayat

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed
that an unidentified dead body of
Vagabond male Age: 60 years,
Complexion: Wheatish, Height:

EXPRESS NETWORK
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Karnataka halts mining

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, JUNE 23

DAYS AFTER the Union Minister
for Steel and Heavy Industries,
JD(S) leader H D Kumaraswamy,
gave his nod to the Kudremukh
Iron Ore Company Ltd to opera-
tionalise the Devadari mines in
Ballari district, the Congress gov-
ernment in the state has halted
the transfer of about 401 hectares
of forest land to the company.

In a letter dated June 21,
Karnataka Forest, Ecology and
Environment Minister Eshwar
Khandre directed officials not to
transfer the land to KIOCL, citing
its alleged violations in the past.
“There are complaints KIOCL
failed to implement the direc-
tions of the Centrally Empowered

Committee within the stipulated
time, over violations (there were
allegations of polluting the
Bhadra River) that took place
when the company took up min-
ing activity at Kudremukh na-
tional forest,” Khandre wrote.

Kumaraswamy called it
“vendetta”. “Since I signed the
files, the state government de-
cided to stop the project...,” he
said Sunday, adding the state
government's decision will have
anadverse effect on job creation.

Apublic sector unit, KIOCLhad
proposed mining in 401.5
hectares in the Swamimalai Block
near Sandur Taluk in Ballari in
March 2018.

Environmentalists estimated
that around one lakh trees were
expected to be felled for the
project.

‘Can’t comprehend’: Family of

project; because Isigned  Apndhra man shot dead in Dallas
it, says Kumaraswamy

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, JUNE 23

FOR 32-YEAR-OLD Dasari
Gopikrishna’s family members,
some of whom inadvertently
watched a CCTV clip thathas been
circulating on social media show-
ing him getting shot in a conven-
ience storeinthe US, ithasbeena
struggle to come to terms with the
killing of the young father.

From Yajali village in Andhra
Pradesh’s Bapatla, Gopikrisha
had gone to Dallas, Texas, eight
months ago in search of a job.
However, the BTech graduate
couldn’t find a suitable position,
and started working part time at
the convenience store.

Late on Friday night, a man
walked into the store and opened
fire at Gopikrisha, who was be-
hind the counter. The man stole

some cash and other items and
left. The incident was caught on
CCTV camera.

“We cannot comprehend how
hislife has been snuffed outin cold
blood,” said 54-year-old D Srinivas,
who had sold his one-acre field to
fund his son’s travel to the US.

Gopikrishna got married
three years ago and had a one-
year-old son. “He wanted to set-
tle down and do well so that he
could provide a better life for his
wife and son,” Srinivas said.
Gopikrishna had completed his
BTech from Bapatla Engineering
College seven years ago. He had
been working as a software engi-
neer for aHyderabad-based com-
pany before heading to the US.

“His friends in the US, espe-
cially two of them living in Texas,
had advised him not to go now as
the employment scenario was
notgood there. They had said that

they would tell him when the sit-
uation was better, but he decided
to go anyway,” said G Suresh, a
childhood friend and neighbour.

“His wife is also a BTech grad-
uate. He thought that once he
finds suitable employment, she
can also join him, and the both
of them can work there and en-
joy a better life,” Suresh said.

“His wife pray daily that he
find a suitable job. He was happy
when he found work at the con-
venience store. He used to call
me every week and say some-
thing was better than nothing,
and that he would soon find a
better job,” Suresh added.

After getting shot late on
Friday night, he was rushed to
the hospital, but died 10 hours
later. Some members of his fam-
ily had even seen the video of the
shooting on social media with-
out realising it was him.

MP Police declares
bounty on cow
slaughter accused;
Seoni SP, collector
transferred

Seoni: Madhya Pradesh police on
Sunday announced a reward of
Rs 10,000 each on seven resi-
dents of Nagpur allegedly in-
volved in slaughtering 62 cows
and bulls in Seoni district on June
17, a senior officer said.

Carcasses of cows were dis-
covered in ariver and a forested
area in Seoni district, leading to
the arrest of five individuals and
the transfer of the collector and
superintendent of police.

Late Saturday night, the MP
government shunted out Seoni
collector Kshitij Singhal and SP
Rakesh Kumar Singh after the re-
covery of carcasses of bovines.

“Investigation suggests that
slaughtering was aimed at whip-
ping up communal frenzy but the
motive will be confirmed once we

57", Face: Round, Hair: White,
Built: Medium, was wearing only
White Pajama and Bare feet, was
found at Kohli Furniture, Jail Road,
Hari Nagar, Delhi in unconscious
condition and taken him to DDU
Hospital where doctor declared him brought dead. In
this regard a DD No. 27 A, dated 29.05.2024, has been
lodged at P.S. Hari Nagar, Delhi.
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seven persons,” IG (Jabalpur) Anil
Singh Kushwaha said. Of the five
unidentified dead body of beggar type personsarrested, Santosh Kavreti
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and Ramdas Uike were remanded
Normal, 1D Mark: A mole on Forehead,

to judicial custody while Shadab
Khan and Wahid Khan were sent
was wearing White, Blue and Yellow

to police custody for three days by
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deceased may kindly inform to the undersigned on the | |3 1 ffeesl 87 Saw 7 T sfipitrn faam & wofgd vd 39 s @ it ffaerst &g o v st fasm sl e Lo e
following address or telephone nos H ol PR 87 FARER g2 % Wl T $A WER S SAfepd /e, S we FE e, w0, <, R L PO DR B
' SHO | [ Tt & S sk S dofig waeeh § i eRieT a2 e ¢-2vefi afen g Fr ot o fre st New Delhi Railway Station, Delhi.at8:08 | | [JP trader held
PS. Hari N r Delhi Sl 2 AM on 19.06.2024 and admitted in .
Ph.: ﬂ11-23‘11:5?'?1r£; E?’%EE‘TﬁEE fors e | UBINNo. A T | seR T 2 oo | fore yeen (¥ww) [ d-uferen g | W qut w @t ovata LHMC Hospital where doctor declared himdead. Inthisregarda| | QVECI anlmal
DP/T978/WD/2024 i : 027202425 | PHEZ4ZSWLOBOI6S0 | 591797005~ | 11835940/~ | 25000/~ 2500/~ 12 DD No. 04A, dated 19.06.2024, has been lodged at P.S. New . .
S T 410612024 Delhi Railway Station, Delhi. sacrifice video
APPE AL FO R I n E NTI F I c ATI 0 N e T T892 T 1100 T His dead body has been preserved in LHMC Hospital Mortuary for
ST forg Sreers) Srelrs e i i fafa 25/07/2024 1 6.00 H.TA. 72 Hrs. Any person having any information or clue about the
General public is hereby| |3t fs g =t & - —26107/2024 1.2.00.4. 7. _ deceased may kindly inform to the undersigned on the following | | AMITSHARMA
informed that an unidentified ?—;ﬁ eiferd ;ﬂ'&‘r faaror SemEe www.dipronline.org, sppp.raj.nic.in @ www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ™ address or telephone nos. MEERUT JUNE 23
dead body of male, Age: Approx ! | . ;ﬁﬁ;ﬁ aﬁmi- PS. NDRS DS r::? THE UTTAR Pradesh Police have
= = ey - 18 aln
65 years, Complexion:| | o 02024 W @ st T, & e S| | DPIT972/RIy/2024 Ph.: 011-27744073, 8750871305 | | arrested a 20-year-old garment
Wheatish, Height: 5'6", ID Mark: ’ trader, who allegedly uploaded
Maole on left cheek, was wearing| [ Office of the Assistant Engineer U.P.R.E.D. Sambhal T T T T T T T T photographs of animal sacrifice
Sky Blue colour T-Shirt and o Trvioati - e-TENDER NOTICE as his WhatsApp status on the
5 lour T el Address:- Irrigation Colony Bahjoi, Sambhal-244410 9= 1 ENVER WUTIGE occasion of Fid al-Adha. from
I'DW!'ILED GUF‘ I'GUSEI'I, was oun Press Short Term Notice for Manual Tender The TGTHAN_EGD- invites online Bids on e-procuremeant platformm for supply alalabad town of Shamli district
GPDGSITLE Sonia H’DS{JII’El Rohtak - of the following equipment. Tender Specification No. TGPMM11-16/2024, i X ’
: : i Letter No:- 41 /RED/Tender/F ile-66/ Bond Clerk/2024-25 Dated : 1.4-0.6-2024 Description of Equipment; 220KV, 132KV & 33KV Solid Core Insulators. officials said.
Road, Delhi at 6:30 PM. In this regard a DD No.| |The Assistant Engineer, U.PR.E.D.Sambhal on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh invites the Bidders can have further details & download the tender schedule from e- Soon after Javed Qureshi
. .o, . . 'hl
120 A., dated 18.06.202 4! has been lod ged atP.S. percentage rate b@s .(Awaltlng Fund Sanction S.NO-3,4,12,13,17,18,26,27 an_d 32) thropgh manual procurement _pla'&fn::-rm {@ www.tender.telangana.gov.in (Telangana State) shared the photographs, mem-
system from the eligible and approved Contractors registered with UP RED, in appropriate class A Contact Nos: O/o. The Chief Engineer/P&MM, TGTransco, Hyderabad. . .
. . y g pp g » in approp ; 5 E : b f Hind
Mﬂﬂglﬂ], Dﬂ'lhl- B, C, D and E as the case may be Tha Rates floated in Bill of quantity enclosed bid document are Phone: 040-2339600, Extn. 3670/3583/3276/3522, Fax: 040-23303736, .EI'S 0 SOS‘IT. 13 hl% or%lamsg—
: . i - — : WWW.tgtransco.com. Sali- tions vandalised his shop in
j||':"|L|"t:-,." pE r=on hEI"I-"”'IQ En}l' In f{}rmﬂtlﬂn ar ElUE‘ abﬂut thE- inclusive of a.ll taxes except G'ST' which will be paid extra to the contractor as per latest Government R 0. No. - 104-PPICL-AGENCY/ADVT/1/2024-25 Chief Engineer/P&MM Himachal Pradesh’s Nahan
d d kindly inf to th d i d orders The Bidder may submit bids for any or all of the works : .
eceased may Kindly imorm 1o the undersigned on 1. Name of work as per table An FIR was registered at a po-
the following address ortelephone nos. : ' ] AT Sgeney T Feriod or | i ion i
o P SHO| || %] D [ o™ | ™ imtea | vty in | doeument | Natwcor | compieon OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER || lice station in Nahan over the
cost (in Rupees including Tender including Vldeo and d prObe revealed that
F.Sl Nanglni! Delhi Rupees) ((}_STR(ifan);) Fo;‘{m)(in rainy season AGRA CIRCLE, PoWoD AGRA the photos were uploaded fl‘om
DP/7966/0D/2024 Ph.: 011-25947225, 8368610532 |+ , \ T e e S e Notice inviting E-Tender Shamli, following which the dis-
O1 | Sambhal | Gunnaur |Health and Wellness Center| 9050000 | 1810.00 | 59.00 50000 | 01 Month Letter No. : 3558/14M-A.C/2024 Dated: 12.06.2024 | | trIcCt pqllce were requested to
ﬁf:;;n‘;;rk in village Mefug 1. The Superintending Engineer Agra Circle, U.PP.W.D. on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh | | trace him. -
A P P E Al Fn H I D E NTI FI c ATI 0 N % 1T Sotial | Gonmanr THoalth and Wellnoss Cemtarl 9050000 1 181000 500 5000 | 01 Month invites the percen.tage rate bi.ds .online from the eligible and approve.d r.egistered .Contractors. As The UP po!lce too have
- S 3 repair work in village Isampur The work Comprises of specialized Road work, hence contractors bidding for this work must be lodged an FIR in the matter.
General public is hereby informed 03 | Sambhal | Gunnaur |Health and Wellness Center| 90500.00 | 1810.00 |  59.00 500.00 | 0l Month | registered in Road work with UP PWD. Bidders are advised to note the minimum qualification | | “Javed will be handed over to the
that an unidentified dead body of an el AIXSVT in  village criteria specified in Clause 4 of the Instructions to Bidders to qualify for the award of the || Himachal Pradesh Police after
unknown male Age: Approx 45 04 | Sambhal | G i IS-Ihdlthh d \iln c 90500.00 | 1810.00 |  59.00 500.00 | 01 Month CONLIALL, we complete our legal formali-
ge: App ambha | i . criness .Tlmer : : : : ont S | District | Name of Work | Estimated| Bid | Costof | Timeof | Addressof | Addressof |Address of| Category of o ,p & .
years, Complexion: Shallow, Khigwad | il DR Sty Dot | Compeiog) Exosuive | Suncimen | e | =t || t1es,” said Thana Bhawan police
Height: 5'5", Face: Long, Built: 05 | Sambhal | Gunawai |Health and Wellness Center| 90500.00 | 1810.00 |  59.00 50000 | 01 Month | Lacs) executing the Statl%n in-charge Rajendra
y A = repair  work in  village — Pl‘asa .
Medium, Hair: Small, was wearing sl 1] 2 3 i | s 6 7 § | 9 | 10 | 1m |
Check colour LI.JI'IQE was found dead 06 | Sambhal | Gunawai |Health and Wellness Center| 90500.00 | 1810.00 59.00 500.00 | 01 Month Al A= Chan i tencimay) TR0 825 Re SRR | Vo E’;;:g;e %‘jfg"l’;‘e‘:fnﬁgi Efg}l‘;‘;ir s
: ! : : repair work in village Ghoshali for forest dept. of +300.00TC Provincial | Circle, PW.D., | Agra Zone,
at back side of Dehght Cinema, Raza Village Mador in Teh. + 6000 Diision, Agra PWD. AN
" " T .a a\(an agains = WW.D., gra
DE r}ra Ga I"IJ, DE”...” on -1: E.DE.EDE‘:. |n 07 Sambhal Gunawai izzlitrhwir;]c(l i\r’:’e\llilr;z; g::pt:j: 90500.00 1810.00 59.00 500.00 01 Month g,tlfree?gngthening :)g; 2360.00 Mathura ClaSSlfleds
this regard a DD No. 20A Uls 174 CrPC, Dated Mabaa Mathura-Decg oad in
. "08 | Sambhal | Rajpura |Health and Wellness Center| 90500.00 | 1810.00 | 59.00 | 500.00 | 01 Month | ! L : !
19.06.2024, has been lodged at P.5. Darya Ganj, ’ repair work in village Singoli 2. Time allowed for completion is including Rainy Season. PERSONAL
Delhi. L]l g |jf Kalln il Ll H | f | ! 3. Bid document with detailed terms and conditions will be available online on website
His dead bﬂd}' has heen ]:ITEEEWE!:' in MAMC Hﬂspital 09 | Sambhal | Rajpura gefitrh a:vdorkwe“‘ifss Vcl;‘:eé 90500.00 1) 1810.00 59.00 30000 1y 01 Month http://etender.up.nic.in and Prahari (http://wms.upppwd.gov.in/Prahari) From 26.06.2024 to| I, Anju W/0 Umesh Kumar Rout
Mort for 72 Hrs. A havi inf b Ughamnpur ¢ 03.07.2024. Bids must be submitted online only at e-tendering portal of http://etender.up.nic.in| R/0D-830, Gaur Cascades,
oriuary ror rs. Any person aw_ng EIFI_'_I,-’ information 10 | Sambhal | Rajpura |Health and Wellness Center| 90500.00 | 1810.00 59.00 500.00 | 01 Month and Prahari App with all documents as per GO No 14/2020/879(1)/ 23-7/2020/176(41.)/06 Dt Rajnagar Ext. Ghaziabad ha}’e
or clue about the deceased may kindly inform to the ropuir work in village Khairg 25-08-2020 on or before 12:30 Hours Dt. 03.07.2024. Technical Bid received online will be gha[c‘ged my gg%gggz';g'za‘“
undersigned on the following address or telephone nos. T Samohar T Raoors | eali—snd Wellness—Conter| 5050000 | T810:00 59005000001 Month opened on 03.07.2024 at 01:00 Hours. out. -
SHO repair work in village Harfari 4. The prospective bidders who do not posses Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) must get the same | 1, MANJU D/o TOLU RAM W/o
PS.D arya Gan l Delhi 12 | Sambhal | Rajpura |Health and Wellness Center| 90500.00 | 1810.00 59.00 500.00 01 Month issued from approved agencies before submission of bids. KISHORE KUMAR R/o 1386/20,
: ot : repair  work in - village 5. Contractor should Quote their rates without G.S.T. which shall be paid extra as per applicable at| WARDNO.20,BHAGWAN COLONY,
L AN S b A G E 13 | Sambhal | Raj Eha?iu“ga;aw liness C 90500.00 | 1810.00 59.00 500.00 | 01 Month the time of payment. ROHTAK, declare that my name
e Pt ref;;itr a;ork ¢ 111: ” Vﬁggeé ' ' ' ' o 6. Lapqur Cess @ 1.00% will be deducted from contractor’s bill at the tirpe of payment. . . E{asd Eee_n wrongI}/ r;\]/lentliogedtas
PROC LAM ATIGN REQU I RlNG THE _|||Bhainsrols 7. Original MM-11 forms proof of royalty shall have to be produced at time of every running bill adhainmy son's Markshee
14 Sambhal Asmoli Heja%th anl:i. Wt‘allll'nessi\I ienter 90500.00 | 1810.00 59.00 500.00 01 Month in accordance to Principal Secretary, Directorate of geology & mining uttar Pradesh Letter No- docqment, my correct name is
APPEARAHCE OF A PERSGH ACCUS‘ED 15 | Sambhal | Asmoli ;Iez:;trhW:;dm\’:/];lliis ec::trer 90500.00 | 1810.00 59.00 500.00 | 01 Month 2146/86-2019-52(1k0)/2019 Dt. 30.09.2019, G.O. No- 115(1)/86-2020 dated 15.01.2020 and Manju. 01300450241
repair  work in village other relevant Government orders, circulars for all the materials procured from the quarries. I, Rakesh Kumar Shahi S/o Ram
See Section U/S 82 Cr. P.C. Akbandhpur 8. The bidders are required to submit Original receipt of Internet Banking of E-tender portal | Kumar Shah R/o, Obrai Coloney,
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused 16 | Sambhal | Asmoli |Health anl:i.wéﬁnessNCeéner 90500.00 | 1810.00 59.00 500.00 ¥ 0T Month Account as per G.O. No.-742/78-2-2018-42 1.T./2017 T.C., L.T. & Electronics Section-2 Dated-| Navoday Nagar, roshnabad,
Satish Kumar Sharma Prop. of M/s Raghuveer Dayal Bhatia i i 03-12-2018 follows as : Haridwar, have changed my minor
& Sons, Shop No. 1-B/6, NIT, Faridabad, Haryana has 17 | Sambhal | Sambhal |Health and Wellness Center| 90500.00 | 181000 |  59.00 500.00 | 01 Month | (1) Online Tender Cost towards the cost of bid document (As per Column 6) by Internet Banking d::rgsh:‘?grirgg?\aSgheadhia’?oox;[;d?h .
Committed {or is suspected to have committed) the offence in repair work in Tatarpur Road , , , _ of E-tender portal Account (Non Refundable). éhahi’ 0130043023-1 y
case CC No. 25306/2016 U/s 138 NI Act, P.S. Shalimar Bagh 18 | Sambhal | Sambhal |Health a“]?_we_‘llI“eSSTCiFtef 90500.00 | 1810.00 59.00 500.00 | 01 Month (2) Online Bid security (As per Column 5) in favour of designation of Column 9 by Internet :
¥ L it ] repair work 1n village Turtipur . . .
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon flah 9. Ab Earﬁlﬁg dOf E;It(encilﬁrg Ortarll/;icfudn; -dance with PWD & Forest Department Is }‘S ?35? aRﬁ,'Q.CC/&fJEES; Pta
issued that the said Satish Kumar Sharma cannot be found e e e ok in vl pan | [ [P R [ e (oTE O W:, T e COMITHIEE I AEOrneE O TR Sector 39, Plot No.2, Gurgaon
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said| |- It A 1) L 4 A4 ' | (Ajay Kumar Singh) (Anand Kumar) Harayan 122001 have changed
A ; 20 Sambhal Sambhal |Health and Wellness Center| 90500.00 1810.00 59.00 500.00 01 Month Executive Engineer SUPERINTENDING .
Satish Kumar Sharma has absconded (or is concealing repair work in village Fulsihan . . Provincial Division, P.W.D., ‘ UPID-216426 Dt. 22.06.2024 ENGINEER my name to Akansha Jain
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant), 21 | Sambhal | Sambhal Egzlltrhwg:kdmvzilggeessj ag;;utfr 90500.00 | 1810.00 |  59.00 500.00 | 01 Month Mathura | www.upidadv.gov.in AGRA CIRCLE, PWD, AGRA Gupta 00709092931
Froclamation is hercby made that the said accused Satish 22 | Sambhal | Sambhal |Health and Wellness Center| 90500.00 | 1810.00 59.00 500.00 | 01 Month
Kumar Sharma of case CC No. 25306/2016 U/s 138 NI Act, T cepair work i village Bharatal] | | | "
; ; : Madar
PLE' Eha“mar Eagh,n&lhi = -rECIU”Ed tﬂ El‘.‘l[.'rE!EI‘ bEfDrE thl‘ﬁ 23 Sambhal Sambhal H:aljh and Wellness Center| 90500.00 1810.00 59.00 500.00 01 Month BAHGALBHE WATEH EUFFLT AHD EEWEHAEE BDAHD
Court to answer the said complaint on or before 09.08.2024, ) repair work in village vatua ' ' ' '
E Urder E ambphna amohna. ea. an eliness enter H [ A I . . [ on |
R Eapuur 24 | Sambhal | Sambhal ipalitrh Wdorkw nin vcinatge 90500.00 | 1810.00 59.00 500.00 01 Month INUITATIDN FGR TEHDER {Eml}f Thrnugh KPP Fm,
: f Nahardher " v .
Metropolitan Magistrate-05, North West District, 35 | Sambhal | Panwasa |Health and Wellness Center| 9050000 | 1810.00 59.00 500.00 | 01 Month BWSSB invites Tenders from Registered Contractors for the following works.
Room No. 105, ﬁfgg work in village Chachu Office of the Chief Engineer (WWNM-East), 6th Floor, Cauvery Bhavan, K.G. Road, Bengaluru - 560009
DPI7545/NW/2024{Court Matter) Rohini Court, Delhi 26 | Sambhal | Panwasa |Health and Wellness Center| 9050000 | 1810.00 59.00 500.00 | 01 Month | Namia of the Works Amount put to Tender
repair work in village Dhureta No, 4 EMD Amount
== 27 Sambhal Panwasa |Health and Wellness Center| 90500.00 1810.00 59.00 500.00 01 Month ; : . - -
PR E b& NO T l C E repair work in village Nibora IFT No: BWSSB/CE(WWM-E)DCE(WWM-E&W)TA-1/251/2024-25 Dated: 21.06.2024
-\r - !(_1 - ll" H(1 1Nr 1 r : R -r i Ir *w I:;R 28 Sambhal | Baniyakhera lli;zlitrh ‘:(r)li \'Xlelilliﬁzsgngztr;‘ 90500.00 1810.00 59.00 500.00 01 Month F'I"f_'l_iE'Et I"-,-"In-nil,nring [:I:]l'IEE_IItHI"IEF SEWII:.E' far “'IE EEHI’I’IETE}E fﬂr Wl:ll"l": of
INVITING PERCENTAGE RATE e-1ENDE L skt | I L | providing and laying of 1000/1200/1800/2000mm dia RCC NP-3| ¥ 201.00 Lakhs
> L 7 R I TR 29 Sambhal | Baniyakhera|Health and Wellness Center| 90500.00 1810.00 59.00 500.00 01 Month : : - :
Executive En:_:m;‘_-g:[[[: ). Postal Civil Daivision. repair work in village i Class sewer pipeline from 7th Main Road, Garvebhavipalya along
s Baniyakheda . .
Jammu mvites on behalf of The President of 30 | Sambhal |Baniyakhera|Health and Wellness Center| 90500.00 | 1810.00 |  59.00 500.00 | 01 Month HSR Layout upto Agaram STP and Construction Df_wﬁ_"[ Well at HEH
_ 5 repair work in village Janeta Layout under AEE{WWM-N-K&T) Valley-2 Sub Division at varnious| 3.015 Lakhs
India. online percentage rate (CPWD-7) e-tenders 3T | Sambhal | Baniyakhera|Health and EVenpess Center| 300000 [ T8T000 59.00 500.00 | 01 Month locations.
repair Wor mn village
for the followi ing y work: Budhnagar Khandua IFT No: BWSSB/CE(WWM-E)/DCE(WWM-E&W)TA-1/253/2024-25 Dated: 21.06.2024
32 Sambhal Bahjoi Heal.th and-We.llness Center 90500.00 1810.00 59.00 500.00 01 Month P‘mie[:t Mﬂnitﬂnng Gunsu1tanw SENI{:E fﬂ_r the EJ Wﬂrk ﬂf pmvidlng
w I .]- N . ﬂ{}'l.:lrf'[J(‘-‘[}".JMlJ ."'_!'[-}24 ":I-':.'I. .\ f— repair work in village Arjunpur : ; ; ; :
NG R NOD, i ot o ) I L =2, [Name o |Juna & laying 900/1200/1400mm dia RCC NP-3 Class sewerline including] F 154.00 Lakhs
Work: - Misc Civil repair works and renovation of| |2 Date of availability/Sale of Bid document in the offices AE RED, Div-Sambhal, EE, RED, Div . Trenchless Technology Method from MV Garden to Amarjyothi Layout
taff quarters at Postal colony Leh (Type-IT1-8 nos|  [s. it of Pe-bids Meeting: 26,06.2024 at 1:00 am in the offces AE RED, Div-Samblal [SES: Exommiuru, by Work of Diegn, Englneering Gonstnuction. and
bt F " N C 1"';- L ¥ 4 ' = - .\,1 N -bi i . . . N i i 1v- i '
alT quarters . VoIl Ype s ate of Fre-bids Veeting: 26 rat 100 am in the offices , DIV=Sambhd commissioning of Constructing ISPS Domuluru to 218 MLD STP| ¥ 2.31 Lakhs
& Tvoe-II- 12 -+ Fsti dC . 3902857/-: 4. Last Date/Time for Submission of Bids in the Tender box:- 29.06.2024 time 11:00 am to 01.00 :
ype-il- 1.1 nos)-; Estimate SILIEE RSy pm in the office of the Assistant Engineer, Rural Engineering Department, Sambhal, Executive Challaghatta with 5 years O&M,
l":ﬂrﬂﬂﬂt 11““‘3\..: ?':T]Hi?.-—, Periﬂd I]f cnmplfﬁﬂ“:' Engineer, Ru.ral Engipeering Department, Sambhal or District Magistrate Sambhal. For the above works The last date and time for Receipt of completed tenders will be on
- 5 : . o 5. Date of opening of bids:- 29.06.2024 at 04:00 PM 08.07.2024 upto 17:30 hrs. The Technical tender opening is on 10.07.2024 at 16:00 hrs.
| 5() i_‘l;ﬁ'ﬁ.; Lﬂst date and time of submission ﬂf For further details please contact the employer office i.e. office of the Assistant Engineer Sdj-
. g - . - U.PR.E.D. SAMBHAL Address: - Irrigation Colony Bahjoi, Sambhal 244410 Chief Engi WWM-E
bid: 04.07.24 upto 11:00 Hrs. ; The bid forms and lof Englneer (WWM-E)
othes details ::fn b sbtissd fom s U-.-'El_‘:ﬂi e Rural En iné‘::‘iis‘a]‘;iE;%i;‘z‘; The details regarding participation in the e-procurement portal process can be
PR L " UPID-216486 Dt. 22.06.2024 | B Dinicion Surbhal obtained by logging on to https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in For further details
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app www.upidady.gov.in ‘ On behalf of Governor of UP contact the undersigned office during working hours. DIPR/508/2024-25
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NEET-UG RETEST: ONLY 52% APPEAR

In Jhajjar, some anger,
some worry — and a
wait for heari

v Y 4

At a NEET-UG retest centre in Haryana’s Jhajjar. Abhinav Saha

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
JHAJJAR (HARYANA), JUNE 23

A RANGE of emotions filled the
air as parents walked their chil-
dren to the gate of the Kendriya
Vidyalaya in Jhajjar district
around 1 pm Sunday, an hour
before the NEET-UG retest was
to begin.

While some candidates were
anxious if they would be able to
manage similar scores this time,
many parents were angry for
their children having to take the
retest for “no fault of theirs”.
Many simply wondered if they
would have to do it again, for a
third time.

The National Testing Agency
(NTA) conducted the retest for
1,563 candidates after a high-
powered committee concluded
that awarding grace marks to
compensate students for lost
time did not provide a level-
playing field, considering the
varying time lost across six cen-
tres. The 1,563 candidates were
from Jhajjar in Haryana, Tura in
Meghalaya, and Dantewada and
Balod in Chhattisgarh.

However, the 494 candidates
from Jhajjar were in the spotlight
as the grace marks bumped up
the scores of six of them to a per-
fect 720, making them toppers
of this year's NEET-UG.On
Sunday, of the 1,563 candidates,
only about half (or 52%) turned
up, according to the NTA. In
Jhajjar, where two centres were
set up, only 287 of 494 candi-
dates appeared for the retest —
109 of 182 at Kendriya Vidyalaya
and 178 of 312 at DAV Police
Public School, around 3.5 km
away.

One candidate at Kendriya
Vidyalaya, who had scored 610
including the grace marks, said
she was nervous. The May 5
exam had been her second at-
tempt to better her last year’s
score of around 350.

“I'm not sure if I will be able

to write the paper properly and
getabetter score. It’s not like we
were able to prepare much over
the past month-and-a-half,” she
said.

Recalling the delay on May 5,
the Jhajjar resident said: “The
exam was supposed to start at 2
pm, we were able to start only
closer to 3 pm. We were initially
given one paper, and then an-
other. Then they told us that we
should start only when they tell
us... altogether, it was delayed.”

As the exam began for 3
hours and 20 minutes Sunday,
among the parents anxiously
waiting across the road was
Balwan, 45, a farmer from Jhajjar.
He said his 18-year-old daughter
had scored 640 in the May 5
exam, with the grace marks tak-
ing it to a full 720.

“How will the retest of some
1,500 students ensure justice
when they (Government) are
talking about a paper leak?... If
they were cancelling the exam,
they should have cancelled it for
all,” Balwan said.

Anup Kadian, 42, an ex-serv-
iceman whose daughter had se-
cured 524, said, “The problem
was with those at the centre and
these children are being asked to
take a retest for no fault of
theirs”.

“Those who are responsible
for the lapses at the centre
should have been punished.
Now this will come up (in
Supreme Court) on July 8, and |
was telling my daughter that we
don’t know if she will have to
write it for a third time if the
exam is cancelled for every-
body,” Kadian said.

The father of a candidate
fromJhajjar said he was anxious
about what would happen on
July 8, when the hearing comes
up in the Supreme Court.

Saying his daughter had gone
to Delhi for coaching for two
years, he asked: “What if she
needs to give it for a third time
this year?”

1 of 5 accused arrested
got solved paper as PDF
day before exam: EOU

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, JUNE 23

THE BIHAR Police’s Economic
Offences Unit, which has handed
over the probe into the alleged
irregularities in NEET-UG to the
CBI, Sunday said it has arrested
a “solver gang” member who
had received a PDF of the solved
question paper on his phone on
May 4, a day before the exam.
Baldev Kumar, alias Chintu, was
among five people arrested by
the EOU from Jharkhand’s
Deoghar district Sunday. The
EOU produced them before a
Patna court, which sent them to
judicial custody.

Inastatement, the Bihar Police
agency said Baldev Kumaris asso-
ciated with the alleged kingpin of

the “solver gang”, Sanjeev Kumar,
who is at large. “Based on the
available evidence, the solved
question papers of NEET-UG-
2024 examination held on
05.05.2024 were received on mo-
bile by this gang,” it said. Baldev
Kumar, a resident of Bihar Sharif
in Nalanda district, had been liv-
ingatarented accommodationin
Patna. The other arrested “solver
gang members” are Mukesh
Kumar; a resident of Agamkuan
in Patna; Panku Kumar from
Chhabilapur, Nalanda; Rajeev
Kumar alias Karu, a resident of
Ekangarsarai, Nalanda; and
Paramyjit Singh alias Bittu, from of
Chhabilalpur, Nalanda.

The EOU statement said they
narrowed down the five accused
on the basis of intelligence inputs
and technical investigation. *

Examination postponed at eleventh hour, NEET-PG
candidates stare at uncertainty and financial burden

[ won't get leave again, can’t afford to quit either... my life is in a limbo, says doctor who travelled 700 km to take test

ANONNADUTT,
ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS &
ANKITAUPADHYAY
NEW DELHI, PUNE, JUNE 23

WORKING AT a primary health-
care centre in Singrauli, Madhya
Pradesh, Dr Akash Soni had been
rotating shifts and asking seniors
to cover for him as he prepared
for the National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test-Postgraduate
(NEET-PG) exam.

He then took a three-day
leave, travelled over 700 km to
Bhopal where his exam centre
was, and had just about finished
his revision when an alert
flashed on his phone: the exam
had been postponed.

“Iwon’t getleave again, can’t
afford to quit either. My life is in
alimbo,” the doctor said Sunday,
the day he was supposed to take
the exam.

Dr Auwais Shaikh from
Solapur travelled almost seven
hours to reach his exam centre
in Pune, checked into alodge and
had spent310,000 when the test
he had made his life’s mission

was put on hold.

The same uncertainty looms
over Dr Saheefa Hareem, who
was to join Indraprastha Apollo
Hospitals on June 27.

With the examination puton
hold, she told the HR that she
couldn’t make it as she had no
clarity on when the test would
take place.

These are some of the nearly
2 lakh MBBS graduates who ap-
pear for the NEET-UG every year
for the 52,000 seats on offer
across the country.

Late Saturday night, the
Health Ministry announced that
it was postponing NEET-PG 2024
as a “precautionary measure”
amid the row over alleged irreg-
ularities in NEET-UG.

The postponment may be
just another official circular but
for the students, it is much more:
from anxiety born out of uncer-
tainty to hefty costs of travelling
to the centres and booking ac-
commodation, none of which
are refundable.

The burden is more for those
who quit jobs to prepare for the
exam.

Dr Prathamesh Dhople, who

had just completed his intern-
ship, was too distraught to com-
ment.

Recounting his turmoil, his
father said, “We had to travel
from Mumbai to Navi Mumbai,
had to check into a hotel next to
the centre atX 13,000 a night. By
the time we came to know, it
was 10.30 pm. That too via TV
and social media. It is very diffi-
cult for students to switch onand
off from their studies like this. It
is psychologically draining for
those who are repeating the ex-
ams.”Dr Soni was sure he would
secure a seat in the speciality of
his choice — MD Medicine.

“I am at the peak level of
preparation right now but what
to do next?”

Dr Saumya Singh, a resident
of Uttar Pradesh’s Jaunpur, is not
sure how to repay the loans she
had taken from her family for her
second attempt.

An MBBS graduate from GS
Medical College in Hapur, her
centre was Noida.

“When I saw the message in
my inbox at 10 pm, I thought it
was fake news. But when I saw
the Health Ministry tweet, I was

devastated,” she said.

“I' have not been working for
the past year after completing
my MBBS. I have been preparing
for this exam and took up an ac-
commodation at Gautam Nagar
near AIIMS,” Singh said.

“My parents paid for my rent
and coaching fees so thatI could
crack the exam. I could have eas-
ily earned X1 lakh per month had
[joined a hospital as a junior res-
ident. Who will now bear the
cost of my lost time,” she asks.

For Delhi-based Dr Shubham
Jha, who has done his MBBS
from LHMC, this was his first at-
tempt. He had booked a cab for
his centre in Meerut. Unlike his
peers, he couldn’t afford to give
up his job as junior resident at
LHMC and took a two-week
leave to study.

“Now they are financially de-
pendent on their families and
have been left in the lurch. For
some of us, every penny counts,
so why couldn’t the government
give advance notice? We could
have at least saved on travel and
accommodation costs,” he says.

Dr Zainab Sheikh, an MBBS
graduate and a former junior

resident at Lady Hardinge
Medical College, Delhi, was to
appear for the second time and
had quit her residency three
months ago.

“Now we will have to go
through the entire process again
because there are 19 subjects
and it is impossible to maintain
the same level of readiness, she
says. “You have to revise over and
over again. | have two more ex-
ams coming up, one for RML
Delhi onJuly 7 and the other the
UPSC CMS exam. Now I don’t
know when the next date will be
announced and my preparations
have been affected,” she says.

Dr Saheefa Hareem quit her
job at Lal Bahadur Shastri
Hospital, Delhi, in December to
prepare for the exam that was
then scheduled for March.

When it was postponed, she
didn’t take up another job, think-
ing the exams would be held this
time.

She was offered a job at
Apollo Delhi that she was to join
June 27 and which she has now
signed out of.

“I didn’t celebrate Eid, my
mother has been staying with

me for two-and-a-half months
to support my studies,” she says.

Dr Shaikh feels that there
ought to be a proper notification
for major exams like NEET-PG.

“At 10:11 pm, the postpone-
ment message popped upinone
of our WhatsApp groups. One
didn’t know if the notification
was authentic or fake because it
had no official stamp or signa-
ture.[twasonlyat 11:15 pm that
the exam-conducting agency
NBEMS published another no-
tice confirming the postpone-
ment. Should it not have emailed
or sentan SMS to students on the
contact details which they al-
ready have? What are we being
punished for,” he questions.

Another candidate, Dr
Shubham  Anand, said:
“Postponing NEET-PG at the last
moment is a big shock to us. |
work as a resident doctor at
Delhi’s Lady Hardinge Medical
College, and my exam centre
was in Meerut. Like me, many
people have already travelled to
their exam cities. Now there is
complete uncertainty on when
this exam will be conducted
again.”
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

A SEASON OF CHANCES

Rainfall deficit in June is likely to be made up.
Government should plan ahead, free agriculture from curbs

HARIF PLANTINGS ARE still to really take off, partly reflected in the

Agriculture Ministry not releasing data on the area sown under different

crops so far. The reason is the poor progress of the southwest monsoon, de-

spite its arrival over Kerala and northeast India on May 30, two days and six
days before their respective normal dates. The country received 3 per cent overall surplus
rains till June 10. But the monsoon hasn’t advanced much thereafter, with the all-India
area-weighted rainfall during June 1-23 being 18.1 per cent below the historical average
for this period. Also, while the southern peninsula has recorded a cumulative surplus of
10.5 per cent, the rains have been 25 per cent deficient in central and 58.2 per cent in
northwest India. The Met department expects the countrywide rainfall for June now to
be “below normal” (less than 92 per cent of the long period average), a downgrade from
its “normal” (92-108 per cent range) forecast issued on May 27.

Thatisn’t a great start to the monsoon season (June-September). Nor is it what a gov-
ernment beginning a fresh term would like — at a time of elevated retail food inflation (8.7
per cent year-on-year in May) and rural consumption under continuing stress. The mon-
soon will, hopefully, revive by the month-end. June, in any case, accounts for hardly 19 per
cent of the season’s total rainfall. The bulk of it happens in July (32 per cent) and August
(29 per cent); these are also the peak months for the sowing and vegetative growth phase
of the kharif crops. Most global weather models are pointing to the development of La Nifia
conditions during July-September and persisting through November-February. La Nifia
is known to bring copious rains to India and also colder and prolonged winters, which are
good for both the kharif and the succeeding rabi crops. This is opposite of the just-ended
EINifo, which contributed to last year’s patchy monsoon and hotter temperatures in the
months that followed.

What should the government do? It can wait and watch, but certainly plan. Some of the
measures it has taken — allowing import of most pulses and edible oils at zero/low duty
— are sensible. So is the hike in the minimum support prices of kharif pulses and oilseeds
announced last week. These send the right signals to farmers to plant more area under
these crops. But the government needs to also scrap the 40 per cent import duty on wheat,
considering its own 16-year-low stocks and uncertainty over the next paddy crop. While
the immediate focus has to be on augmenting domestic availability — preferably through
freeing imports than curbs on exports and the trade — this is also the time to draw a long-
term plan for the agriculture sector.

CEMENTING TIES

India and Bangladesh’s resolve to strengthen connectivity, trade,
defence links augurs well for stability in Indo-Pacific region

RIME MINISTERS SHEIKH Hasina and Narendra Modi have been relentless in advancing

thebilateral relationsbetween Delhiand Dhakaoverthelastdecade and turningIndiaand

Bangladeshintovaluable partners of eachother. Itisentirely appropriate that Delhi hosted

SheikhHasinaovertheweekend forthefirststatevisitby aforeignleaderduringPMModi's
third term. That Hasinawas in Delhi barely twoweeks earlier for the swearing-inof Modiand that the
twoPMshavemet 10timesover the pastyearunderlinesthe intensity of theengagement. The produc-
tive consequences of the two leaders’ commitment to overhaul ties have been hailed as marking a
“goldenchapter”(‘sonaliadhyay”inthe history of bilateral relations. The “visionforashared future” un-
veiledby thetwoleadersonSaturday promisestobuild ontheseadvancesand tumthe“extraordinary
relationship” of the last decade intoa “transformational partnership”.

The two countries have promised to focus on the unfinished agenda of connectivity
that includes the easing of visa procedures, freer movement of goods, cross-border en-
ergy and electricity flows, and the building of digital bridges. Bangladesh has also emerged
as one of India’s most important trade partners. Delhi and Dhaka now propose to com-
mence the long overdue negotiations on a comprehensive economic partnership agree-
ment (CEPA). Free trade across India’s longest frontier to the second-largest economy in
the Subcontinent is an urgent regional imperative amidst the breakdown of the global
trading order. As one of the world’s fast-growing economies, Bangladesh is a natural part-
ner for India in rearranging of the South Asian regional economic order. The transforma-
tion of the India-Bangladesh economic relationship lays a solid foundation not only for
the sub-regional integration of the eastern Subcontinent but also for the Bay of Bengal lit-
toral and the eastern Indian Ocean.

Hasina and Modi have also outlined the ambition to modernise the bilateral defence
relationship that has fallen behind the pillars of commerce and connectivity. This would
involve wide-ranging collaboration between the armed forces of the two countries, defence
industrial partnership, and Delhi’s support for the modernisation of Dhaka’s armed forces.
A substantive bilateral defence partnership will contribute to maintaining stability in the
wider Indo-Pacific region through collaboration on disaster mitigation and building re-
silient infrastructure. Expanded regional and international collaboration between Delhi and
Dhaka will also help promote the Global South’s collective interests. The last decade in the
Indo-Bangla bilateral relations has seen two strong leaders overcome the Partition's bit-
ter legacies in the eastern subcontinent. While some issues like river water management
remain to be sorted out, the shared vision for the future articulated by Hasina and Modi
raises hopes for realising the full potential of the bilateral relationship.
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WORDLY WISE
IF AGRICULTURE GOES WRONG, NOTHING ELSE WILL
HAVE A CHANCE TO GO RIGHT.
— M S SWAMINATHAN

Adversaries again

Poll verdict could make government change optics.
Butit’s unlikely to be amiable to Opposition

SUHAS PALSHIKAR

ASTHE NDA government settles down, should
we be expecting a departure from the past
decade of acrimony and a one-sided show of
strength? The more balanced composition of
the Lok Sabha encourages that expectation.
On the other hand, the dramatis personae re-
main the same. And ironically, despite his
“third term”, the Prime Minister will be the
most uncomfortable person in the new Lok
Sabha because of the triple shackles — the
party’s minority, demands of his allies and an
Opposition that is nearly as numerous as his
own party. He will need to be modest and
moderate in comparison to his carefully cul-
tivated larger-than-life image — a tall order.

Thus, post-elections, the key factors that
have shaped politics for some time would re-
main unchanged — a party with hegemonic
ambition despite truncated dominance, an
Opposition clueless about politics of culture
and a social sphere marked by emotional
ruptures. So, we can expect only small
compromises and big confrontations in the
political arena.

To be sure, there will be some formal bon-
homie. There will also be formal assurances of
accommodation and cooperation, hopes of
working together to make India great, pleas-
antries about federalism and of course, emo-
tional eulogies to the Constitution. Virtues of
coalition will be listed too. The Opposition may
get more time and visibility, both in the House
and in the media, without necessarily being
able to strengthen the traditions of delibera-
tion. But, inthe realm of actual policies and use
of state power, a substantive change is unlikely.

If anything, there will be more direct con-
frontation between the main ruling party
and the Opposition because the BJP would
be licking its wounds, seeking opportunities
to delegitimise the Opposition and the
Opposition would be eager to flex its mus-
cles because of its belief that the people have
rejected the BJP. One dimension of these con-
frontations will be the silent decimation of
the BJP’s allies and the steady defections or
splits in Opposition ranks as also the disunity
within the INDIA bloc.

Initial optics notwithstanding, the Modi
regime will soon return to its core features:
Weaponisation of state power to suppress dis-
sent, coupled with intolerance of routine op-
position; delegitimisation of all institutions
through their political capture and a well-de-

A disappointed electorate
voted the opposition party
to power in 2014. But the
BJP instilled multiple texts
into that victory, mostly
retrospectively — Hindutva,
national rejuvenation, the
idea of new India. This time
around, the BJP lost the
majority, but being
convinced of its historical
burden, it is unprepared to
concede that this was a
warning against its bad
governance, neglect of basic
questions of livelihood and
the arrogance of taking
Hindu voters for granted.
Therefore, it emphasises
continuity and seeks to posit
the argument that the
outcome of 2024 has
‘mandated’ a third term for
Narendra Modi.

fined majoritarian politics that encourages the
societal sphere to stigmatise the minorities.

Therefore, current social and economic
fault lines are most likely to produce con-
frontations between the government and var-
ious sections of the population. The first, and
most immediate challenge will be to handle
questions of unemployment and frustrations
of the youth. Long-term policies of skill en-
hancement and glib talk of the future will not
suffice. Another arena of confrontation will be
that of Centre-state relations, producing
sharper regional identities and regionalist de-
mands. Third, mainly because of the success
that Congress and the Samajwadi Party have
tasted, questions of caste census and reserva-
tion will haunt politics. Fourth, it is entirely
uncertain how the continued victimisation
and marginalisation of the Muslim commu-
nity will play out. But in the social arena, vig-
ilante adventurism against the Muslims will
continue with the state as a passive onlooker.

One could add more such instances of pop-
ular unrest resulting from pre-existing social
issues, strengthening the opposition.
Predictably, the government’s response to the
many confrontations will be acombination of
high-handed treatment, emotional appeals
deflecting the issues and setting one section of
society against the other. This assessment is
predicated on the assumption that having ush-
ered in a new regime after 2014, the BJP will
be unwilling to cede space to others. It will be
equally unwilling to bow to democratic pres-
sures. Not only does the leader of this govern-
ment believe in fulfilling a mission, the main
ruling party itself has, over the past decade,
imagined thatitis changing the destiny of this
country. In part, this imagination received its
electoral strength from the results of 2014 and
2019. In part, it could be said that this millen-
nial and draconian self-image has always been
Hindutva’s view of its historical role assigned
by destiny. Butin the realm of competitive pol-
itics, now the BJP too has begun taking an ex-
aggerated view of itself since 2014.

Elections are amechanism through which
rulers are assigned a limited responsibility and
legitimacy, temporarily. But the lure of an elec-
toral majority is such that rulers are tempted
to expand the meaning of electoral outcomes
and attempt to authenticate their inflated and
egotistical ideas of what the people have said
through an election. This over-reading allows

the ruler and his supporters to shift the mean-
ing of competitive politics from being merely
a choice-mechanism to authorisation for set-
ting up a new regime, ostensibly for a state-
enforced transformation in ideas and social
relations. The BJP’'s many face-offs with sec-
tions of society, its unbelievable confidence in
the correctness of its policies, its sub-demo-
cratic governance model practised over the
past decade, disdain for dissent and anxiety
over electoral setbacks are all part of this dual
syndrome of attaching larger meanings to
electoral victories and a deep-rooted ambi-
tion to change the character of India.

Since 2014, the BJP expanded the meaning
of electoral outcome in order to convince its
cadres and the general public of the larger na-
tional, if not outright divine purpose that lay
at the root of why it was put in power. This may
be called the superimposition of a mandate
over an electoral victory. A disappointed elec-
torate voted the opposition party to power in
2014. But the BJP instilled multiple texts into
that victory, mostly retrospectively —
Hindutva, national rejuvenation, the idea of
new India. This time around, the BJP lost the
majority, but being convinced of its historical
burden, it is unprepared to concede that this
was awarning againstits bad governance, neg-
lect of basic questions of livelihood and the ar-
rogance of taking Hindu voters for granted.
Therefore, it emphasises continuity and seeks
to posit the argument that the outcome of
2024 has “mandated” a third term for
Narendra Modi.

There is an unavoidable awkwardness to
this claimin view of the coalition BJPis forced
to live with. That awkwardness will produce
moments of farcical surrealism but also many
tensions and distortions. An unfounded read-
ing of the outcome will allow the BJP to con-
tinue with the three core features listed above
and bring itself into confrontation with not
onlyitsallies and the Opposition but also with
segments of the population.

Inits eagerness toargue victory in the face
of defeat, the BJP needs to remember that high
nationalism and dreams of economic power
may function as temporary painkillers, butits
regime-level ambitions will only make poli-
tics more shrill, abusive and unproductive.

The writer, based in Pune,
taught Political Science

WHY ExAaM ScaMS HAPPEN

They are a sign of mismatch between aspiration and opportunity

RucH1 GurTA

WHILE CORRUPTION IN the recent NEET
exam has rightly garnered attention, the real
scamlies elsewhere. There is no question that
NEET and exams for higher education and re-
cruitment must be conducted with integrity.
However, as our public discourse gets mired in
the minutiae of investigations and individual
culpability, the most important aspect of the
issueislost: a staggering 24 lakh students ap-
peared to qualify for a mere 1 lakh seats.

The real scam lies in the fact that despite
celebrations of being the fifth-largest econ-
omy, our systems are woefully inadequate to
address the aspirations of our youth. Worse,
we have foisted our failure onto them by link-
ing this inadequate supply with the dubious
categorisation of "merit," where all but a mi-
nuscule minority is squeezed out. The same
issue recurs across sectors, from education to
employment. The crux of the matteris the in-
adequate availability of opportunities, but we
sidestep it by making it about our youth’slack
of merit and periodically focusing on corrup-
tion cases involving officials and young people.

It would be disingenuous to label this as
merely a legacy problem. What's more con-
cerning is the palpable indifference towards
addressing the urgent need to productively en-
gage our youth, both economically and dem-
ocratically. Instead of tackling the issue of lim-
ited opportunities, we have ratcheted up
aspiration. Since our systems don’t support

Our current solutions lack
the bi-partisan, top-down,
nationwide approach that is
required. We celebrate little
islands of excellence with no
clear aim to make such
opportunities widely
available. We cannot lose
sight of the bigger picture —
the need to expand quality
educational and employment
opportunities. As a nation,
we need to demonstrate a
sense of responsibility

and empathy towards our
youth. This calls for a
multi-pronged approach.

the equal distribution of success and social sta-
tus, we have superimposed the stupendous
success of a few onto national pride and in-
stead of acknowledging the singularity of their
success, set them up as examples for our youth.
Simultaneously, we have propagated a
narrow definition of success, limiting it to
amassing wealth and power, while our educa-
tion system and job markets have failed to pro-
vide sufficient avenues for students to legiti-
mately fulfill these lofty aspirations. To counter
this, we prop up "merit" as the criterion and
celebrate the few who make the cut or have
bucked the system in ways which are not
available to most. For any society, restricting
the attainment of success to a minority, is a
recipe for fomenting discontent — a problem
exacerbated in India as several young people
struggle to secure basic formal employment.
Theresultis a vast number of disheartened
youth who, despite working hard, are denied
opportunities due to systemic bottlenecks -
breeding a deep sense of injustice and hope-
lessness. When some buckle under this pres-
sure (as seen from the spate of suicide cases
in Kota), we offer anodyne platitudes about
how one exam doesn't matter. But the plati-
tudes ring hollow because the available path-
ways for upward mobility are so limited.
The scale of mismatch between aspira-
tions and reality for India’s youth is massive.
Yet, our current solutions lack the bi-partisan,

top-down, nationwide approach that is re-
quired. We celebrate little islands of excellence
with no clear aim to make such opportunities
widely available. We cannot lose sight of the
bigger picture - the need to expand quality
educational and employment opportunities.
As a nation, we need to demonstrate a sense
of responsibility and empathy towards our
youth. This calls for a multi-pronged approach.
First, responsible sections of the political
class must rise above partisan divides to take
cognisance of the scale of the problem and de-
vise an institutional and societal response to
this challenge. At the very least, this will require
a massive infusion of public funds to expand
quality education infrastructure and opportu-
nities. Second, we must shed the dismissive
and exploitative attitudes towards the working
class and foster a sense of social solidarity.
Third, India's elite needs to go beyond the self-
satisfaction that their success is contribution
enough to the nation and aim to expand op-
portunities for our less advantaged youth.
Only such a decisive, sustained mission,
helmed by the highest leadership can instill
hope and validate the aspirations of India’s
youth. Cancelling exams and prosecuting a few
individualsis to dodge accountability and will
exacerbate the youth’s disillusionment.

The writer is the executive director of
Future of India Foundation
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PM IN GOLDEN TEMPLE

THE PRIME MINISTER, Mrs Indira Gandhi, paid
aday’s visit to Amritsar city, offered prayers at
Harmandar Sahib in the Golden Temple. The
head priest of the Golden Temple, Giani Sahib
Singh, accompanied her up to Darshanl Deor
where he read out the broad points of the
memorandum he submitted to her.

BJP ON NSA

THE BJP NATIONAL executive unanimously
opposed the latest amendment to the
National Security Act, saying it was reminis-
cent of the Emergency period because of the

epaper.tndianexpress.mm.. .

severe restrictions it puts on civil liberties.
Party treasurer Shanti Bhushan said it would
certainly be challenged. He did not say if BJP
would challenge it or an individual member.

JANSATTA EXPOSE

RAJENDRA CHATURVEDI, A senior police offi-
cer in Madhya Pradesh who was instrumen-
talin the surrenders of bandit chiefs Malkhan
Singh, Ghanshyam and Phoolan, haslodged a
complaint with the state regarding the alleged
“leakage” of a top-secret semi-official letter
and its publication in Jansatta of the Indian
Express group. In the letter, the DIG of Gwalior
had complained that Chaturvedi’s wife had

tried to extort money from an American jour-
nalist for a set of Phoolan’s photographs.

KErRALA SRP SpLIT

THE SOCIALIST REPUBLICAN Party (SRP), a
constituent of the ruling United Democratic
Front in Kerala, virtually split when the two
factions removed the chairmen of the rival fac-
tion and expelled some others from the party.
While one group removed the Excise Minister
N Sreenivasan from the party’s chairmanship
and expelled the general secretary, P
Gangadharan, the rival faction expelled
Janardhanan and his group’s general secretary,
K Gopalnathan for “anti-party activities”.
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Filling the void in farms

As agriculture and rural development minister, Shivraj Singh Chouhan is an apt choice. He will need to
recognise farming is not just food production and deal with challenge of climate change

FROM PLATE TO PLOUGH
BY ASHOK GULATI

IN THE RECENTLY formed NDA cabinet
(Modi 3.0), Shivraj Singh Chouhan is an ap-
propriate choice for heading the Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare (MoA&FW)
as well as the Ministry of Rural Development.
Given that most of the seats that the BJP lost
in the recent parliamentary election were
fromrural areas, it gives a clear signal that all
is not well in these areas. So, the BJP has to
fix it quickly, and for that it needs to have a
person with vast experience, who under-
stands the problems of rural areas in general
and agriculture in particular.

Chouhan fills this void quite nicely. He has
been the longest-serving chief minister of
Madhya Pradesh. With his commitmentand
compassion for agriculture and rural devel-
opment, Madhya Pradesh saw an overall
GDP growth of 7 per cent per annum, and
agri-GDP growth of 6.8 per cent per annum
during 2005-06 to 2023-24. No other state,
with the sole exception of Gujarat under
Narendra Modi as chief minister had such a
combo making it the most inclusive growth
model. Madhya Pradesh growth has been
higher than the all India GDP growth of 6.5
per cent, and agri-GDP growth of about 3.6
per cent over the same period.

The challenge before him now is
whether he can boost the all-India agri-GDP
growth to say more than 5 per cent per an-
num and augment farmers’ incomes? How
can it be done?

Here are a few suggestions. First and fore-
most, he needs to recognise that agriculture
is not just production of food, but a full food
system that stretches from production to
marketing to consumption. He has to in-
crease productivity in the face of climate
change which is increasingly threatened by
extreme weather events. There is no better
way than to invest heavily in creating a cli-
mate-smart agriculture, from heat-resistant
varieties of various crops to farming prac-
tices that give “more crop, per drop” of water.
This, in turn, means that he has to immedi-
ately raise expenditure on agri-R&D and ex-
tension to at least 1 per cent of agri-GDP, up
from current levels of less than 0.5 per cent.
The marginal returns on this are above 10
times as per latest research.

Second, he must ensure that farmers
have access to the best technologies in the
world as well as the best markets for their
produce. Without that, neither productivity
is going to catch up with global standards nor
are farmers’ incomes going to increase sig-
nificantly. But, to enable farmers to get the
best price for their produce, he has to con-
vince his colleagues in the inter-ministerial
group who would like to keep the prices of
food low for consumers. It is this consumer
bias in the policy framework that works
against the interests of farmers. Export bans
at the drop of a hat, stocking limits on traders,
unloading government stocks at way below
the economic cost of FCI to suppress market
prices, suspending futures markets, are all
tilted against farmers’ interest. This is a big
battle for Chouhan — let him start by open-
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ing up the export of onion, as Maharashtra
onion-belt farmers are dead against the ex-
port bans which have hit their incomes badly.
Thereafter, in a calibrated manner, he can go
for the opening up of common rice exports
with a 15 to 20 per cent export duty to re-
cover the cost of fertiliser and power subsi-
dies inherent in rice production.

Third, for other high-value fruits and veg-
etables, milk and milk products, fishery and
poultry, he has to coordinate with other min-
istries to build value chains from farm to mega
cities and foreign markets so that farmers get
the best prices possible. Inviting organised
private sector or cooperatives/farmer pro-
ducer companies to build these value chains
is necessary. They can be incentivised on the
lines of the PLI scheme that exists in indus-
try, or what India did while building value
chains for milk in the domestic market on the
lines of the AMUL model. This will increase
the farmers’ share in the consumers’ rupee.
Let him start by taking over the TOP scheme
(tomatoes, onions and potatoes)and fix their
value chains so that producers and con-
sumers both can benefit.

Fourth, if he has the capacity to convince
the Prime Minister and other cabinet col-
leagues, the fertiliser subsidy amount should
be transferred to his MoA&FW. Today, the fer-
tiliser subsidy of Rs 1.88 trillion (revised
budget estimate of 2023-24)is more than the
total budget of the MoA&FW. And the fer-
tiliser subsidy is parked in the Ministry of
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First and foremost, he
[Chouhan] needs to
recognise that agriculture is
not just production of food,
but a full food system that
stretches from production to
marketing to consumption.
He has to increase
productivity in the face of
climate change which is
increasingly threatened by
extreme weather events.
There is no better way than
to invest heavily in creating a
climate-smart agriculture,
from heat-resistant varieties
of various crops to farming
practices that give ‘more
crop, per drop’ of water.

CR Sasikumar

Chemicals and Fertilisers, which has little to
do with farmers. The policy of fertiliser sub-
sidy, with almost 80 to 90 per cent subsidy
onurea and about 20-25 per cent on DAP and
MOP has massively distorted the N, P, and K
balance. As a result, the ratio of grains to fer-
tilisers, which used to be more than 10:1 in
the 1970s, has dropped to about 2:1. On top of
this, it must be noted that plants do not ab-
sorb more than 35-40 per cent of the nitro-
gen being supplied to them through granular
urea. The rest is emitted in the environment
as nitrous oxide which has 273 times the car-
bon equivalence for a 100-year timescale. It
is like subsidising urea to create poisonin the
atmosphere. This subsidy needs to go directly
to farmers' accounts, and fertiliser prices need
to be freed. Digital fertiliser coupons can be
issued to farmers of equivalent value and they
canbe given the freedom to use chemical fer-
tilisers or bio-fertilisers or opt for natural
farming. But it will need careful planning,
which needs to start now so as to carry out
this big-bang reform next year.

Also, a special package for Punjab-
Haryana is needed to save them from eco-
logical disaster. The list of issues is much
bigger, but given the space constraint, let
me stop here. If Shivraj Singh Chouhan can
do even these, he will do a great service to
Indian agriculture.

Gulati is distinguished professor at ICRIER.
Views are personal
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The wisdom of Patanjali

Discipline and compassion are fundamental to the pursuit of yoga

SRI SRT RAVI SHANKAR

THE MOST EFFECTIVE way of conveying
something is through stories or parables. Our
Puranas are filled with such parables.
Maharishi Patanjali was a sage and one of our
civilisation’s greatest scientific minds who
gave complete and authoritative texts on
yoga, grammiar, and ayurveda to help humans
remove impurities from the mind, speech
and body, respectively. No one understood
the complexities of the mind better than
Patanjali; hence I call his Yoga Sutras the
“Science of the Consciousness”. The Patanjali
Yoga Sutras are a revolutionary text where,
through simple yet profound sutras, the en-
tire science of yoga is conveyed.

Here’s a story about him. Along time ago,
all the seers approached Lord Vishnu to tell
him that even though he had given them the
means to cure illnesses through ayurveda
(when he had incarnated as Lord
Dhanvanthari during the churning of the
ocean of milk), people continued to fall ill.
These were not just physical illnesses; peo-
ple also suffered from mental and emotional
illnesses that manifested as anger, lust, greed,
or jealousy.

Lord Vishnu was resting on Adishesha,
the serpent with a thousand heads. Bowing
to the request of the rishis, he blessed them
with Adishesha, a symbol of awareness.
Adishesha then took birth as Patanjali. But
there were three conditions before this pre-
cious knowledge could be passed on. First,
the sutras were not to be narrated unless

1,000 people got together. Second, a screen
would be put up between the teacher and
the students and nobody was to lift the
screen or leave during the sessions. Third,
everyone had to stay in the hall until the
recitation of the texts was completed.

Patanjali stayed behind the curtain and
silently conveyed his knowledge to the 1,000
people who had gathered from the south of
the Vindhya Mountains. He did not utter a
single word but each student understood his
teachings. Each experienced profound enthu-
siasm and a surge in energy. The students
found it difficult to contain this vibrancy but
they still had to maintain the discipline of not
lifting the curtain or leaving the room.

It so happened that one little boy had to
go out to attend nature’s call. He thought he
would leave quietly and return. Another boy
in the room became curious, desperately
wanting to know what the Maharishi was do-
ing behind the curtain. Disobeying the
Master, he lifted the curtain. Instantly, all 999
disciples present were burnt to ashes.

At that moment, the boy who had gone to
attend nature’s call returned. He explained
his predicament and begged for forgiveness.
Patanjali was compassionate and shared the
remaining sutras with him. However, he said,
“Since you have violated the law, you will be-
come a Brahmarakshasa (a ghost hanging
from a tree.) And the only way you can liber-
ate yourself from the curseis to teach another
student.” Saying this, Patanjali disappeared.

Now, the Brahmarakshasa would ask a
question to every passerby and if they could
not answer him, he would eat them. He had
no choice. For a few thousand years, he could
not find a single person to whom he could
teach the Yoga Sutras. Out of compassion for
the boy, Patanjali himself was reincarnated
and came as a student to the
Brahmarakshasa.

The Brahmarakshasa taught only at night.
Patanjali wrote the Yoga Sutras sitting on a
tree since that was where his teacher, the
Brahmarakshasa, sat. The teacher recited the
sutras at night and Patanjali plucked the
leaves from the tree, drew blood from his
body and wrote. This went on for seven days.
At the end, exhausted, Patanjali put all the
leaves into a piece of cloth, set it down and
went to bathe. When he returned, he found
that a goat had eaten most of the leaves.
Patanjali then took the cloth bag and the re-
maining leaves and walked away.

The Puranas do not give us any explana-
tion for this story. It is for us to decode its
meaning. Each student is unique, with vary-
ing levels of intelligence and understanding.
The Master knows how and in what manner
to impart knowledge to each student. You can
say that the Master has different forms for
each student. The form that the Master re-
veals to one is different from what he would
reveal to another. Once someone asked me,
“Do you love all of us equally?” I smiled and
said, “No!” That came as a big shock because

everyone wants to be loved equally by the
Master. “I don’t love you equally because you
are not equal. Ilove you uniquely because you
all are unique and different. That doesn’t
mean anyone is more or less than the other.”

To teach all thousand disciples, the
Maharishi took his real form. He manifested
as Adishesha himself, the 1,000-headed
snake, and taught the 1,000 disciples individ-
ually. But to receive knowledge, the disciple
had to have unconditional faith in the Master.
Lifting the veil would mean expressing doubt
in the Master. Through this, the Maharishi
also establishes that to understand such deep
knowledge, some rules and some discipline
are necessary. Discipline is the first and fore-
most prerequisite for learning about yoga.
Another interpretation of the story is that
since the disciples couldn’t see the master,
their entire focus was on the teachings. The
veil kept their small minds and perceptions
from becoming obstacles to receiving knowl-
edge. It shouldn’t matter what the teacher
looks like or who he/she is.

Why was one boy forgiven? This act
shows the infinite compassion of the Master.
He had to go through his karma. But the
Master also gave him a way out of his karma.
When he had lived through them, the Master
himself came there as a student to free him
from the curse.

The writer is a spiritual leader and founder of
The Art of Living Foundation
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Mr Netanyahu doesn'’t listen to the Biden administration. He has smashed
through its red lines and went out of his way to picka ﬁght with it this week. But
the situation is unsustainable — and diplomacy, not war, must be the answer.”

— THE GUARDIAN

BJP’s coalition
challenge

The dominant party will have to
tread carefully so as not to precipitate
disenchantment among allies

E SRIDHARAN

THE NEW BJP-LED NDA government is the
first of a type for India. It is a surplus major-
ity coalition without a majority party, thatis,
a coalition in which there are parties in the
council of ministers that are not necessary
for amajority. Thisis different froma surplus
majority coalition with a majority party, like
the 2014 and 2019 governments, often called
anoversized coalition. This is significant since
each type of coalition has its own dynamics.

When no single party gets a parliamen-
tary majority inan election, or loses amajor-
ity due toa split, there are two solutions. One
is to form a single-party minority govern-
ment dependent on external support from
other parties which might be pre-electoral
and/or post-electoral allies. In the Indian case,
the two instances of single-party minority
governments were the Chandra Shekhar
government (1990-91) and the Congress
government of 1991-96. The other solution
is to form a coalition government of two or
more parties. Let me define what the litera-
ture means by a coalition government; it
counts member parties of the executive
coalition — those in the council of ministers
— as the coalition, and not the broader leg-
islative coalition of supporting parties, pre-
or post-electoral, which stay out of the gov-
ernment but offer external supporttoenable
amajority in the legislature evenif they were
part of a pre-electoral alliance.

There are four types of coalitions. First,
the minimal-winning coalition, which India
has nothad yet — this has only the minimum
number of parties needed to attain a parlia-
mentary majority, with no redundant sur-
plus parties, thus making each coalition part-
ner pivotal since the exit of even one means
aloss of majority. Thisis based on the Rikerian
assumption of parties being office/power-
seeking; a redundant party means sharing
power with an unnecessary partner reducing
the power shares of existing partners.
However, this view tends to ignore policy-
seeking motivations; additional partners
might enable broader consensus-building to
enable legislative changes towards policies
that parties seek and hence could incentivise
expanding the coalition though it would
mean sharing power with more partners.

Second, there are surplus majority coali-
tions with no party having a majority. Here,
while no single party has a majority, the
largest party puts together a coalition gov-
ernment that has a surplus majority, thatis,
has parties over and above those needed for
a parliamentary majority. This is usually be-
cause of pre-electoral alliances for which
there are strong incentives in a first-past-
the-post electoral system where vote aggre-
gation through such alliances is very help-
ful in getting the single largest number of
votes in constituencies needed for winning
seats. In a federal system, this incentivises
state-level alliances. This, in a federal first-
past-the-post electoral system with multiple
parties leads to diverse pre-electoral coali-
tions on a state-by-state seat-sharing basisin
which the incentive to band together against
the largest party leads parties to de-empha-
sise ideological and policy differences.
Examples are the anti-Congress alliances of

the 1960s and 1970s which included parties
of the left and right (including at one time
an Akali Dal-Jana Sangh-CPI governmentin
Punjab)and the 1989 seat-sharing arrange-
ment in which V P Singh’s Janata Dal was
supported by both the BJP and the Left.

Third, there are surplus majority coali-
tions with a majority party — called oversized
coalitions — for example, the BJP-led NDA
coalitions in 2014 snd 2019 in which the BJP
won a majority on its own but kept its pre-
electoral coalition partners in the ministry
(executive coalition). This type of oversized
coalition existed in West Bengal for several
terms during the erstwhile Left Front gov-
ernments when the CPI(M) keptits pre-elec-
toral coalition partners in the ministry even
though it had a majority on its own.
Oversized coalitions, like surplus majority
coalitions reflect the need for pre-electoral
alliances and the anticipation that such allies
will be needed for future elections and hence
need to be accommodated. Fourth, there are
minority coalitions, in which the parties fall
short of amajority and are dependent on out-
side support from a wider legislative coali-
tion, pre- and/or post-electoral.

There have been 12 coalition govern-
ments since 1977. Of these, none have been
the classic minimal-winning coalitions in
which each party is pivotal for a majority.
Eight have been minority coalitions in which
the executive coalition forming the ministry
has needed external support for a majority.
Three have been oversized coalitions with a
majority party. These were the Janata Party,
1977-79, technically a single unified party
with a majority, with a separate coalition
partner in the Akali Dal, and the two BJP-led
NDA governments of 2014 and 2019.

There has not been, until 2024, a surplus
coalition without a majority party. While
such a coalition is less stable than an over-
sized coalition, itis more so than a minimal-
winning coalition or a minority coalition.
However, in the India, three minority coali-
tions —NDA, 1999-2004, UPAland UPA Il —
lasted full terms due to atleast partial lock-in
effects on supporting parties due to state-
level alliances and/or due to the main na-
tional opposition party being the ideological
adversary of the supporting party orits main
state-level adversary.

The power dynamics ina surplus major-
ity coalition favour the dominant party be-
cause usually no single partner is pivotal for
a majority. In the present case, the largest
party has 240 seats and can achieve the ma-
jority mark of 272 with the three largest al-
lies having 16, 12 and seven seats, the rest
being a surplus majority which offersanin-
surance policy in case some allies quit. The
executive coalition (total of BJP plus nine al-
lies)is 287, and with other five NDA partners
is 293. Assuming at least partial lock-in ef-
fects for the above-described reasons on the
smaller allies and taking 293 as the effective
coalition, no ally is pivotal. To deprive the
coalition of a majority of 272 it would need
the exit of at least two allies, given that the
four largest partners have 16, 12, seven and
five seats. This would require considerable
coordination in the normal course, including
factoring in state-level repercussions, unless
some serious crisis arises which precipitates
broad disenchantment amongst the allies.
However, the dominant party will also have
to tread carefully in such a power configu-
ration so as not to precipitate such disen-
chantment.

The writer is academic director and chief
executive of the University of Pennsylvania
Institute for the Advanced Study of India

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LACK OF WILL

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Clean air
for the young’ (IE, June 22). The State of
Global Air (SoGA) Report 2024 which re-
ferred to 2.1 million deaths from air pol-
lution in India, including so many chil-
dren under five is alarming. The annual
recurrence of extreme and dangerous air
pollution in Delhi, particularly in the win-
ter, has exposed the lack of adequate
planning both by the Delhi government
and the Centre in the face of the chal-
lenge. Sadly, despite having the techno-
logical know-how to control air pollu-
tion, there is a lack of political will to
frame and execute policy interventions
to protect citizens from the ill effects of
air pollution. This must change.

LR Murmu, New Delhi

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Clean air
for the young’ (IE, June 22). The air pol-
lution-linked death rate in children
under five in South Asia is 164
deaths/mn against the global average
of 108 deaths/mn. While India contin-
ues to be the worst affected by air pol-
lution-related health impacts, the part
of the population facing high ozone ex-
posure is also increasing in India. With

one billion plus populations each, India
and China put together account for
nearly 55 per cent of the total global
disease burden from bad air in 2021.
The SoGA report is a strong reminder
of the growing health crisis linked with
air pollution and the need to co-join
the efforts to cut toxic emissions at the
source and maximise the benefits of
reducing public health risks.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

A BIGGER PROBLEM

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Quotas
and equity’ (IE, Jun 22). Politicians over
the last seven decades have realised that
reservationis the easiest route to usherin
equity. They seem to think it absolves
them of the responsibility of performing
their core functions efficiently. The clam-
our for reservation indicates a lack of
imagination and resourcefulness in our
political executive. Bihar’s social or eco-
nomic backwardness is not because of
the inadequacy of reservation but due to
the built-ininefficiency inits governance
mechanism. The Patna High Court's ver-
dictindirectly proclaims this ground re-
ality. Governance must come into focus.

ShubhadaH, via email
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Heat tragedy in Mecca, and what makes Hajj pilgrims vulnerable

ASAD REHMAN
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

HUNDREDS OF Hajj pilgrims have died in the
intense desert heat of Saudi Arabia this year,
with temperatures in the holy city of Mecca
reportedly reaching above 51 degrees Celsius
at times during the days of the pilgrimage.

Although Islam was founded in the 7th
century, Hajj is said to have been performed
for much longer, and heat-related deaths
have been recorded earlier too. However, cli-
mate change is making the pilgrimage in-
creasingly difficult and hazardous, especially
for the elderly who constitute alarge section
of pilgrims.

The pilgrimage

Haijj, literally, “to set out for a place”,is one
of the five pillars of Islam — every Muslim is
supposed to undertake the pilgrimage at
least once in their lifetime. According to the

Holy Quran, the beginnings of Hajj can be
traced back to the time of the Prophet
Ibrahim (Abraham in the Judeo-Christian
scriptures), roughly 4,000 years ago.

The pilgrimage involves a series of ritu-
alsin and around Mecca, over a period of five
or six days. These include multiple circum-
ambulations of the Kaaba, the stone struc-
ture at the centre of the Masjid al-Haram, the
holiest site in Islam, ritual traverses between
the hills of Safa and Marwa, scaling and pray-
ing at Mount Arafat, the hill outside Mecca
where the Prophet Muhammad delivered
his final sermon, and the symbolic stoning
of the devil in the valley of Mina.

The pilgrimage takes place between the
8th and the 13th of the Dhu al-Hijjah, the last
month of the Islamic calendar. Since the lu-
nar year of the Islamic calendar is 11 days
shorter than the solar Gregorian year, each
Gregorian year, Hajj comes 10 or 11 days ear-
lier than the previous year. This year, the Hajj
took place from June 14 to 19.

While the Hajj will gradually move to ear-
lier in the year and towards winter, it will
come back to peak summer in the 2040s, by
when the planet is expected to be signifi-
cantly hotter than now, with the global tem-
perature increase having gone past 1.5 de-
grees Celsius above pre-industrial levels.

The numbers

Hajj is considered to be the
largest gathering of humans in
the world — some 1.84 million
Muslims performed the pil-

GLOBAL

for a brief period of time is a massive logisti-
cal challenge.

Each year, the Saudi government issues
country-wise quotas, which are by and large
based on the number of Muslims in that
country. Countries also lobby diplomatically
with Riyadh for larger national quotas.

This year, Saudi Arabia allowed 1.75 lakh
Indians to undertake the pil-
grimage — 1.4 lakh went
through the official Haj
Committee of India, and the
rest went through more expen-

grimage last year, and the num-
ber this year is estimated to have reached
close to 2 million.

The Ministry of Hajj and Umrah of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is in charge of fa-
cilitating the pilgrimage and, over the years,
as the number of pilgrims has gone up, the
Saudi authorities have spent billions to im-
prove infrastructure. Nonetheless, accom-
modating so many pilgrims in one location

sive private operators.

The tragedy

Atleast 658 Egyptians have died, accord-
ing to an AFP report quoting an Arab diplo-
mat. Many of the dead were “unregistered”
pilgrims sent by travel agents in contraven-
tion of rules, Egypt’s government said on
Saturday. Indonesia has said that more than
200 of its nationals are among the dead, and

Pakistan, Malaysia, Jordan, Iran, Senegal, and
Sudan have confirmed deaths of their citi-
zens. People were searching for loved ones
who were still missing, media reports pub-
lished over the weekend said.

Pilgrims who come illegally on tourist
visas often do not enjoy official Hajj facilities
such as air-conditioned tents. An Indian offi-
cial in Jeddah said that the majority of the
dead came on tourist visas, perhaps with
only a single mat and an umbrella. “They
sleep on the streets without tents. This is why
the probability of them dying is high,” the of-
ficial said.

Local hospitals or mortuaries inform
country representatives of the deaths of their
citizens, following which the country’s con-
sulate confirms the dead person’s identity
and gets the approval of the family for burial
in properly marked graves in Saudi Arabia.

Indian deaths
MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal has

said 98 Indians have died during the pilgrim-
age this year. “These deaths have happened
on account of natural illness, natural causes,
chronicillness and old age. Last year, the fig-
ure of Indians who died on Hajj was 187,”
Jaiswal said.

“We have heard that because it was very
hot...on the day of Arafat...several people
suffered... From our country, six people died
on the day of Arafat,” he said.

India has a Hajj mission in Jeddah, the Red
Sea port that serves as the gateway for the
pilgrimage. Indian officials oversee a med-
ical mission, hospital, ambulances and
arrangements for Indian citizens.

The Health Ministry has said that almost
40,000 people over the age of 60 years un-
dertook Hajj this year, and due to the “harsh
weather conditions”, services were provided
for the pilgrims round the clock. A live portal
provides real time data and analysis on the
pilgrims seeking medical care, and the serv-
ices being provided.
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HAWAII SETTLES CLIMATE SUIT BY
YOUNGLITIGANTS: CASE, SETTLEMENT

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

EXPLAINED

Oath-taking in Lok Sabha

Members of the 18th Lok Sabha will begin taking oath today. Lok Sabha terms begin from the day the EC
declares the results of the elections, but to participate or vote in the House, MPs must first take oath

PARLIAMENT

THE GOVERNMENT of Hawaii on
Thursday settled a lawsuit with 13 chil-
dren and teens who had sued the state’s
Department of Transport over its fossil
fuel use. The settlement includes an am-
bitious requirement to decarbonise
Hawaii’s transportation system over the
next 21 years.

The lawsuit, which was filed in 2022,
is the world’s first youth-led constitu-
tional climate case addressing climate
pollution from the transportation sector,
according to the activists and lawyers in-
volved in the case.

The settlement is the latestin a series
of victories in climate-related cases by
young plaintiffs across the world.

What was the lawsuit?

The plaintiffs in Navahine v. Hawaii
Department of Transportation argued that
Hawaii’s transport department had vio-
lated their constitutional right to a clean
and healthful environment by imple-
menting transportation policies and pri-
oritising infrastructure projects that use
fossil fuels.

The lawsuit also cited “Hawaii’s con-
stitutional pledge to “conserve and pro-
tect Hawaii’s natural beauty and all nat-
ural resources” and pointed to the fact
that Hawaii’s transport sector is projected
to make up 60 per cent of the state’s emis-
sions by 2030,” according to a report by
Aljazeera.

The burning of fossil fuels such as oil,
gas, and coal is the primary reason behind
the soaring global temperatures. It results
inthe release of greenhouse gases (GHGs)
like carbon dioxide and methane, which
trap the heat in the atmosphere, leading to
warming. Warmer temperatures have
had severe consequences including wors-
ening of extreme weather events such as
droughts and floods across the world.
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Wildfire in Hawaiiin 2023. AP

What is the settlement?

According to the settlement, Hawaii
needs to achieve zero GHG emissions
across all transportation modes, includ-
ing ground transportation and sea and air
interisland transportation by 2045.

The state also has to publish a green-
house gas reduction plan within a year.

Pedestrian, bicycle, and transit net-
works need to be completed within five
years, while allotting at least $40 million
to expand the public electric vehicle
charging network by 2030.

Additionally, the state of Hawaii will
be accountable to a judge who will en-
force the agreement in case disputes arise.

What are the challenges?

Hawaii’s Democratic Governor Josh
Green has called the settlement “ground-
breaking” and said it “informs how we as
a state can best move forward to achieve
life-sustaining goals.”

However, meeting the ambitious goal
of net zero will not be a cakewalk for
Hawaii’s Department of Transport.

For instance, the department “over-
sees the state’s airports, and there are cur-
rently no feasible ways to power passen-
ger jets without fossil fuels,” according to
areport by The New York Times.

It also manages Hawaii’s harbours,
where container ships and cruise ships
also use fossil fuels.
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CHAKSHUROY & MANAS GUBBI
NEW DELHI,JUNE 23

THE FIRST session of the 18th Lok Sabha will
start on Monday. Before the House can beginits
legislative functioning, the newly elected
members will have to take the oath of
Members of Parliament (MP), which is pro-
vided in the Constitution.

The day will begin in Rashtrapati Bhavan,
where Bhartruhari Mahtab — who has been
elected for the seventh consecutive time from
Cuttack, Odisha — will be the first one to take
the oath of a Lok Sabha MPin front of President
Droupadi Murmu.

The President has entrusted him with the
duties of the Speaker (pro tem) under Article
95(1) of the Constitution till the election of the
new Speaker. Mahtab will preside over the
House as his colleagues take oath.

When does the term of an MP begin?

The five-year term of a Lok Sabha MP be-
gins when the Election Commission of India
(ECI) declares the results according to Section
73 of the Representation of the People Act,
1951. From that day onward, MPs are eligible
for certainrights as elected representatives. For
example, they start receiving their salary and
allowances from the date of ECI notification —
after the 2024 general elections, the ECI de-
clared results on June 6.

The start of their term also means that if
MPs change their party allegiance, their polit-
ical party can ask the Speaker to disqualify
them from Parliament under the anti-defec-
tion law.

If the term of an MP has started, why is the
parliamentary oath significant?

Winning the election and starting the
term does not automatically allow an MP to
participate in House proceedings. To debate
and vote in Lok Sabha, an MP has to take her
seatin the House by making and subscribing
to an oath or affirmation prescribed in the
Constitution (Article 99). The Constitution
also specifies a financial penalty (the only one
inthe document) of Rs 500 if a person partic-
ipates or votes in House proceedings without
taking an oath (Article 104).

However, there is an exception to thisrule.
Anindividual can become a minister without
being elected to Parliament. They have six
months to secure a seat in either Lok Sabha or
RajyaSabha. During this time, they can partic-
ipate but not vote in House proceedings.

MULTILINGUALISM & OATH

(number of MPs)

Language : 2019:2014 : 2009 : 2004
Hindi 1212 {202 (234 1220
English {54 {115 {100 :60

Sanskrit 44 39 {10 23

Tamil {39 {7 140 (38

Marathi 36 (38 23 27
Kannada (26 26 26 21
Telugu (24 (13 (23 (29
Bengali {21 i22 {24 36

Oriya 16 15 (12 15

Gujarati (15 (23 {13 M Speaker pro tem Bhartruhari

Punjabi {12 (10 {13 12 Mahtab will be administering the

Assamese (8 17 17 8 oath/affirmation. File

Urdu 5 i3 i5 i9

Malayalam (4 (6 5 14 OATHVS AFFIRMATION

Kashmiri {3 1 {0 1 (percentage of MPs)

Maithili 2 5 2 i 1 B Oath M Affirmation

Nepali 12 30 340 i3

Dogri 2 0 2 2

Santhali (2 {2 {0 5

Sindhi 1 0 0 i1

Manipuri {1 i1 {1 i1

Bodo 0 0 0 i1

Konkani {0 {1 {0 :0 2009 2014 2019
What is the parliamentary oath? members were discussing the draft, the ques-

The Constitution’s third schedule con-
tains the text of the parliamentary oath. It
reads, “I, A.B., having been elected (or nom-
inated) a member of the Council of States (or
the House of the People) do swear in the
name of God / solemnly affirm that I will bear
true faith and allegiance to the Constitution
of India as by law established, that I will up-
hold the sovereignty and integrity of India
and that I will faithfully discharge the duty
upon which I am about to enter.”

How has the oath evolved over years?

The draft Constitution prepared by the
drafting committee, chaired by Dr B R
Ambedkar, did not invoke God in any oaths.
The committee stated that the person taking
the oath solemnly and sincerely promises to
bear true faith and allegiance to the
Constitution. When the Constituent Assembly

tion cropped up regarding the President’s oath.
Members like KT Shah and Mahavir Tyagi
moved amendments to add God to the oath.

Shah said, “When I perused the
Constitution, I was left with the feeling that
there was a void in it. We had forgotten, I do
not know why, to invoke the grace and bless-
ing of God.” Tyagi argued that “those who be-
lieve in God will swear in the name of God and
there will be liberty for those agnostics, who
donotbelieve in God, only to solemnly affirm,
so that there will be freedom for one's faith.”
But there was also disagreement on adding
God to the oaths.

Ambedkar accepted theamendments. He
believed that “To some people, God is a sanc-
tion. They think if they take a vow in the name
of God, God being the governing force of the
Universe, as well as of their individual lives, that
oathin the name of God provides the sanction

whichis necessary for the fulfilment of obliga-
tions which are purely moral and for which
there is no sanction provided.”

The last change in the oath was the
Constitution (Sixteenth Amendment) Act,
1963, which added that the oath-takers would
uphold India's sovereignty and integrity. The
amendment was made on the recommenda-
tions of the National Integration Council.

How do MPs take the oath?

Before being called upon to take the oath
or affirmation, MPs must submit their election
certificate to the Lok Sabha staff. Parliament
added this safeguard after anincidentin 1957,
inwhich a mentally unsound individual posed
as an MP and took the oath on the floor of the
House. After the verification, MPs can subscribe
to the oath or affirmation in English or any of
the 22 languages specified in the Constitution.

Roughly half the MPs take their oath in
Hindi or English. In the last two Lok Sabhas,
Sanskrit has also been a popular language in
which MPs have taken oaths. In 2019, 44 MPs
and in 2014, 39 MPs took oath in Sanskrit.

MPs must use the name mentioned in their
election certificate and adhere to the text of the
oath.In2019, Lok Sabha BJP MP Sadhvi Pragya
Singh Thakur added a suffix to her name while
reading the oath. The presiding officer ruled
that only the name on the election certificate
would go onrecord. In 2024, when Rajya Sabha
MP Swati Maliwal ended her oath with
"Inquilab Zindabad", the Rajya Sabha Chairman
asked her to retake the oath.

Oaths and affirmations are a matter of
personal choice for MPs. In the last Lok Sabha,
87% of MPs swore in the name of God, and
the other 13% affirmed their allegiance to the
Constitution. MPs have sometimes swornin
the name of God in one term and affirmed
in another.

Can MPs in jail take the oath?

The Constitution specifies that if an MP
does not attend Parliament for 60 days, their
seat can be declared vacant. Courts have used
this ground to allow MPs in jail to take an oath
in Parliament.

Forexample, in June 2019, during the oath-
taking for the last Lok Sabha, Atul Kumar Singh,
MP from Ghosi in Uttar Pradesh, was in jail for
serious criminal charges. The court allowed
him to take oathin Parliament in January 2020,
and Singh affirmed his allegiance to the
Constitution in Hindi.

Roy and Gubbi are with
PRS Legislative Research.

Why Russia-North Korea mutual defence pact is significant for region & world

SAIMAMEHTA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

PRESIDENT VLADIMIR Putin’s visit to
Pyongyang last week culminated in a secu-
rity agreement between Russia and North
Korea on providing “immediate military as-
sistance if either faces armed aggression”.
Details are not known yet,
the full implications of the
deal remain unclear, and the
commitment of the signatory
countries toits terms is uncer-

GLOBAL

Assistance was signed, which too, con-
tained a mutual defence agreement. But
this treaty was voided by the dissolution of
the Soviet Union in 1991, and relations tem-
porarily deteriorated.

Since the early 2000s, Russia under Putin
and the Kim-family ruled North Korea have
come closer together. However, Putin did
not back North Korea’s nuclear ambitions
and, for a time, even sup-
ported international sanctions
aimed at curbing Pyongyang’s
nuclear capabilities.

The Russian invasion of

tain. But the pact could still be
the strongest that Russia and North Korea
have signed since the end of the Cold War.

Historical context

After World War II, the erstwhile Soviet
Union wanted to install a communist regime
in Korea, and offered military assistance to
North Korea’s founder Kim Il Sung during
the Korean War. After hostilities ended, the
USSR and China both provided military and
other aid to the communist North.

In 1961, the Russo-North Korea Treaty
of Friendship, Cooperation and Mutual

Ukrainein 2022 marked a wa-
tershed in the relationship between the two
countries. As a coalition of Western powers
led by the United States came together toiso-
late Russia, Putin reached out to his neigh-
bours China and North Korea for supportand
solidarity. These countries today form a front
against the Western liberal order, bound to-
gether by pragmatic considerations.

What the pact says

The pact between Russia and North
Korea talks about cooperation in a wide
range of areas, including mutual military

support, and unspecified technological as-
sistance. But the most important part of the
deal is the provision for mutual defence.
“Incase any one of the two sidesis putin
astate of war by an armed invasion from an
individual state or several states, the other
side shall provide military and other assis-
tance with all means in its possession with-
out delay in accordance with Article 51 of
the UN Charter and the laws of the DPRK
(North Korea) and the Russian Federation,”
Article 4 of the agreement says, according

President
Vladimir
Putin and
North Korea’s
leader Kim
Jong Unride
an Aurus car
in Pyongyang,
North Korea.
KCNA via Reuters

to areport by Reuters.

This provision echoes the 1961 agree-
ment between the two nations. But what
does a pact like this mean in today’s world?

Sue Mi Terry, Senior Fellow for Korea
Studies at the New York City-based think tank
Council on Foreign Relations (CFR), saidinan
expert brief on June 19: “Because neither
country is likely to be attacked by an aggres-
sor, the mutual defence provision is unlikely
tobe invoked. .. The more likely consequence
of the treaty is simply closer cooperation in

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

weapons production, with North Koreaman-
ufacturing more munitions for Russia and
Russia providing more high-end help for
North Korea’s nuclear and missile pro-
grams. .. Both countries will become more
dangerous as aresult of this new partnership.”
The provision of technological assis-
tance is likely to be crucial. Western intelli-
gence believes North Korea is in possession
of nuclear weapons, but lacks critical mis-
sile guidance systems, cutting-edge war-
head design, and re-entry vehicle technol-
ogy, precluding its development of
advanced, long-range nuclear weapons.

Strategic implications

The treaty presents a direct security
threat for South Korea and Japan. Both
countries have long been concerned about
North Korea’s nuclear program and military
strength, and the Russian security umbrella
will only add to these concerns.

This is likely to push both countries to
strengthen their defences and rethink their
security policies. Japan has already moved
away fromits long-standing pacifist foreign
policy, and is in the process of rebuilding its
military might. Both South Korea and Japan

are likely going to further cement their al-
liance with the US and its allies.

The US has already reaffirmed its com-
mitment to its allies. NATO chief Jens
Stoltenberg too has expressed deep concern
about the pact, and underlined the risks to
global security and the potential for increased
nuclear proliferation. “We need to be aware
that authoritarian powers are increasingly
joining forces and supporting each otherina
way we have never seen before,” he said dur-
ing an official visit to Ottawa on June 19.

The Russia-North Korea pact could also
encourage similar partnerships elsewhere.
The West would be especially concerned
about developments in the Middle East,
where Iran and Russia could seek to make
common cause against the US and its allies.

China, a traditional ally to North Korea, is
likely to be conflicted about the develop-
ment. While the treaty strengthens the anti-
West bulwark in Asia, China would be wary
of Russia’s growing military collaboration
with North Korea, which could undermine
its near-exclusive geopolitical influence over
Pyongyang. It would also be concerned about
even closer Western attention in Asia that
this development will inevitably attract.
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CYBERATTACKS AGROWING CONCERN FORESTONIA ANDINDIA

Estonialooks at Indian partnership to
beef up cybersecurity infrastructure

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

ESTONIA, ONE of the world’s
most advanced digital countries,
is looking to partner with India
to collaborate on strengthening
the two countries’ cybersecurity
infrastructure, multiple officials
from the Baltic country’s govern-
ment said.

Estonia, courtesy its vicinity
to Russia, faces a barrage of cy-
berattacks from the country,
more so because of the former’s
stance on the war between
Russia and Ukraine. India, mean-
while, faces a similar threat from
its neighbour China.

“We are keen to work with
India and to conduct cyber exer-
cises here. Globally, thereisarise
in cyber attacks and Estonia is
also facing attacks from hackers,”
Jonatan Vseviov, secretary gen-
eral, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
told a delegation of Indian jour-
nalists. He also highlighted areas
like digital services and educa-
tion systems as potential areas
for collaboration between the
countries.

Estonia, with a population of
about 1.3 million, was a former
member of the Soviet Union, and
faced one of the largest cyberat-
tacks onits digital infrastructure
in 2007 by means of a distributed
denial of service (DDoD) attack.
At the time, the attack took place

R

Aserver farm of CR14 (Cyber Range 14), which is a foundation
established by the Estonian Ministry of Defence, whose
responsibility is to offer and develop cybersecurity training. File

in the backdrop of riots by ethnic
Russian Estonians, prompted by
the removal of a Soviet war me-
morial from the centre of the
country’s capital, Tallinn.

Since the war between Russia
and Ukraine, the country has ex-
perienced similar threats from
Russian actors, government offi-
cials said. Government officials in
India have previously said that
New Delhi faces much of a similar
challenge from Beijing, where a
group of independent, and state-
backed actors have increased at-
tacks on critical infrastructure in
New Delhi. China’s army of hack-
ers is part of the country’s infor-
mation warfare apparatus and its
aim is to access information and

Received inquiries
from Sebi, committed
to cooperate: Quant MF

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JUNE 23

QUANT MUTUAL Fund on
Sunday said it has received in-
quiries from the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
and is fully committed to cooper-
ate with the market regulator.

According to a media report,
Sebi has conducted search and
seizure operations on Quant
Mutual Fund on suspicion of
front-running. The search opera-
tions were conducted across
Mumbai and Hyderabad, the re-
port added.

“As a policy, we don’t com-
ment on the media reports, how-
ever here is an important update
to clarify some points to maintain
transparency with all our stake
holders. Recently, Quant Mutual
Fund has received inquiries from
Sebi...,” the asset management
company said in a statement to
its investors.

—— BRIEFLY —

FPIsinfuse
<12,170crorein
equitiesinJun

New Delhi: Staging a strong
comeback after general elec-
tion results, foreign investors
pumped Rs 12,170 crore in
Indian equities sofarinJune,
mainly driven by expecta-
tions of continued policy re-
forms and sustained eco-
nomic growth. This came
following a net withdrawal
of Rs 25,586 crore from eq-
uities in May on poll jitters
and more than Rs 8,700
crore in Aprilamid concerns
over a tweak in India’s tax
treaty with Mauritius and
rise in US bond yields. PTI

BoBaimsto
doubletech
headcount

New Delhi: Bank of Barodais
aiming to double its in-
house technology team
headcount to 3,000 in the
next two years, a top official
has said. The new additions
to the current team strength
of 1,500 employees will be
done both through the regu-
lar hiring processes and lat-
eral hires of specialist talent,
Debadatta Chand, its man-
aging director and chief ex-
ecutive officer said. PTI

The fund house saiditis areg-
ulated entity, and will cooperate
with the regulator throughout
any review.

“We will provide all necessary
support and continue to furnish
data to Sebi on a regular and as-
needed basis,” it said. Sandeep
Tandonis the Founder and CEO of
Quant ME

Front running refers to usage
of non-public information to di-
rectly or indirectly, buy or sell se-
curities or enter into options or
futures contracts, in advance of a
substantial order, on an impend-
ing transaction, in the same or re-
lated securities or futures or op-
tions contracts, in anticipation
that when the information be-
comes public; the price of such
securities or contracts may
change.

Quant Mutual Fund saysithas
over 80 lakh folios and manages
assets worth Rs 93,000 crore. It
witnessed a phenomenal growth
in the last three of four years.

primarily hold it as ransomware,
said Mart Noorma, director of the
North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO) Cooperative
Cyber Defence Centre of
Excellence, told reporters.
Ransomware attacks are where a
cyber-actor gains access to sensi-
tive information of an entity and
encrypts, with the condition of
decrypting the data only afterre-
ceiving a payment.

The NATO (CCDCOE) is a
NATO-accredited knowledge
hub, which was established in
2008, and offers an interdiscipli-
nary approach to the most rele-
vant issues in cyber defence. It
has a group of international ex-
perts from the military, govern-

ment, academia and industry
from 39 countries.

Noorma said: “We whole-
heartedly welcome like-minded
democratic nations like India to
join us. This will help in cyber
knowledge and exchanging
methods to address cyber-at-
tacks. The cooperation will helpa
large-scale coalition through re-
search, training, and exercises.”

The ties between Estonia and
India are increasingly growing.
AnIndian contingent was, for the
first time, observers in an NATO-
run cyber security exercise in
Estonia last month. The exercise
was the largest of its kind in
Europe, Tiit Riisalo, Estonian eco-
nomic affairs and information
technology minister, said. It in-
volved 32 NATO countries and a
handful of invitees.

Although, it is worth noting
that the Estonian security estab-
lishment does not view
favourably the fact that India has
become one of the largest pur-
chasers of Russian oil since the
war began. The Indian Express had
earlier reported that India’s
Russian oil imports climbed to a
10-month high in May as low
Russian refinery capacity use due
to Ukrainian drone strikes made
more of Moscow’s oil available
for the export market.

Estonian defence minister,
Hanno Pevkur, said that the
northern European country and
India have worked together on

cybersecurity issues previously
and could further that collabora-
tion not just from government
engagements, but by involving
the two nations’ private sector as
well.

The Estonian Secretary
General Vseviov said that
European countries are keen to
diversify their bases in various in-
dustries over concerns emanat-
ing from over-reliance on specific
countries, especially those with
authoritarian regimes. In this
context, Estonian officials high-
lighted, India could emerge as a
potential partner for Europe and
Estonia, despite the significant
population and size differences
between the countries. Courtesy
of its NATO membership, Estonia
has also become a crucial market
for anumber of Indian start-ups
in the defence space as well.

There’s another key similarity
between Estonia and India - both
the countries possess a ubiqui-
tous national identity system, e-
ID in the former, and Aadhaar in
the latter, which are tied to a
number of government services.
In fact, in the early days of
Aadhaar, when the system was
being worked upon, Indian offi-
cials had closely studied Estonia’s
system, a former official at the
Unique Identity Authority of India
(UIDAI),said.

(The reporter was in Tallinn at
the invitation of the Estonian gov-
ernment.)

458 infra projects hit by cost
overrun of X5.71L cr in May

Out of 1,817 projects, 458 reported cost overruns and 831
projects were delayed, as per the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation (MoSPI)

1,817 PROJECTS
$27,58,567.23cr

Total original cost of
implementation

£33,29,647.99cr

Anticipated completion cost

£1,707,190.15cr

Expenditure incurred till
May 2024

DELAYED PROJECTS

3 The average time overrun
was 35.1 monthsin May

B Of the 831 delayed projects,
245 have delaysin the range of 1-
12 months

Il 188 have been delayed for
13-24 months

W 271 projects for 25-60 months
M 127 projects for more than
60 months

Source: MoSPI/PTI

REASONS FOR TIME OVERRUN

m Land acquisitionissues
m Financial issues

m Contractual/internalissues m Environmental clearance

m Manpower shortage

and litigationissues

Govt mulls dedicated bank
for MSMEs to enhance credit
access, economic growth

PRASANTASAHU
NEW DELHI,JUNE 23

THE GOVERNMENT is consider-
ing a proposal to set up a separate
bank for direct lending to the mi-
cro, small and medium enter-
prises (MSMEs). This would help
deepen credit flows to the under-
penetrated sector, and boost eco-
nomic activity and job creation.
“There is a need to set up a sepa-
rate bank for the MSME sector to
help address the direct credit
shortages,” an official told FE,
adding such a proposal is under
consideration.

The government would soon
take a call on the proposal, the of-
ficial indicated. The ownership
structure of the bank, which
might include a hybrid (public-
private partnership) model, is
among the details to be worked
out. Access to adequate, timely
and low-cost finance is seen as a
key bottleneck, stymieing
MSMEs’ growth to bigger enter-
prises.

Currently, the SmallIndustries
Development Bank of India (SIDBI)
provides largely refinance to banks
thatlend to MSMEs, lowering the
cost of finance to these units. State
financial corporations and state in-
dustrial development corpora-

F

tions, among others, lend directly
to units in the MSME sector. It has
access tolow-cost funds, whichare
made available by banks against
their shortfalls in meeting their pri-
ority sector lending (PSL) targets.
The micro and small enterprise
(MSE) refinance allocation for
FY24 was Rs 84,000 crore.

According to an EY report,
MSME credit penetrationis still 14
per cent in India compared with
50 per cent in the US and 37 per
centin China.Thereisacreditgap
of Rs 25 trillion for the MSME sec-
torin India, reflecting the large un-
tapped credit market. The out-
standing credit to the MSMEs by
scheduled commercial banks
(SCBs)expanded by 20.9 per cent
annually toRs 26 trillion at theend
of December 2023.

The 64 million-strong MSMEs
are the backbone of the Indian

economy. MSMEs employ over
110 million people or 23 per cent
of the country’s labour force, mak-
ing it the second-largest employer
inIndiaafter agriculture. They ac-
count for 27 per cent of India’s
GDP, 38.4 per cent for the total
manufacturing output and 45 per
cent for the country’s total exports.

“Aseparate bank which under-
stands the needs and the working
of the MSMEs is required,” said
Sandip Kishore Jain, president of
the Federation of Indian Microand
Small & Medium Enterprises.
Large banks don’t understand the
requirements of the MSMEs, Jain
said, adding that in some
European countries, MSMEs are
clubbed together with home loan
customers as both are small bor-
rowers. All India Association of
Industries president Vijay G
Kalantri said if not a new bank,
SIDBI should be converted into a
full-fledged bank for direct lend-
ing to MSMEs instead of focussing
onjust refinance.

Kalantri also said that MSMEs
should be givenloans at the same
interest rate as housing, i.e., at the
rate of 6 per cent forexportsand 8
per cent for regular domestic pro-
duction activities. Currently, he
said, the bank interest rate for
MSMEs is 11-13 per cent and for
exports 8-9 per cent. FE
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MARKET WATCH
M-CAP OF 3 OF TOP-10 COS JUMPS

New Delhi: The combined market valuation of three of the top-10
most valued firms jumped Rs 1,06,125.98 crore in holiday-
shortened last week, with HDFC Bank and ICICI Bank emerging
as the biggest gainers. PTI
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‘India’s aviation sector growth

provides a lot of opportunities
for SriLankan Airlines’

FOR SRI Lanka’s flag carrier
SriLankan Airlines, India is a spe-
cial market that accounts for a
quarter of passenger revenue. The
rapid growth in India’s aviation
market and the growing heft of
IndiGo and Tata group airlines,
while presenting a few challenges
for SriLankan, also provide mas-
sive opportunities for the
Colombo-based airline, believes
its Chief Executive Officer
RICHARD NUTTALL. In a candid
interaction with SUKALP
SHARMA, Nuttall talks about
SriLankan'’s plans for the Indian
market, the probable impact of
development of large hub airports
in India on the airline, and the
challenges as well as advantages
of being a small airline competing
with much larger carriers. Edited
excerpts:

How significant is the Indian
market for SriLankan Airlines?
With Indian carriers now
growing rapidly, how do you
view the opportunities and
challenges for your airline?

Indiais far and away the most
important market to SriLankan. In
terms of passenger revenue, the
share from India is about 25 per
cent (including transfer traffic).In
terms of passengers, the number
would be slightly higher..We fly
to nine Indian cities at present.
Indian tourism to Sri Lanka has
grown three times in the last 12
months. And I think we are still
scratching the surface. India’s GDP
growth is over 6 per cent and air
trafficusually grows at three times
GDP growth, so thatis 20 per cent
growth. So, the opportunities are
massive..growth of the Indian car-
riers is stimulating demand.

The challenge is that there are
Indian carriers that are growing
very fast..What it means is that if
you are a competing carrier, you
need to make sure that your
growth on your markets is com-
mensurate. As Indian carriers
grow to Sri Lanka, we need to
grow in the same way to India.

Going ahead, what canwe
expect in terms of network
development from SriLankan
for the India market?

From major airports like Delhi,
Mumbai, and Chennai, it is going
to be about having the right fre-
quencies. Apart from point-to-
point traffic, there is going to be
connecting traffic from those
cities to Sri Lanka and also the
other way around. Those are the
core markets and we have to have
enough frequencies to stay rele-
vant. But beyond those big mar-
kets, there are so many airportsin
India...As air travel expands in
India, it should provide opportuni-
ties to us to connect with more
Indian cities...But how fast we
grow will depend on how quickly
we can get aircraft. Our fleet has
been reduced since COVID.Some

THEEXPRESS

INTERVIEW

WITH
RICHARD NUTTALL

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER,
SRILANKAN AIRLINES

aircraft wentback tolessors,and it
is challenging getting new aircraft
in the current market. We cur-
rently have 21 aircraft, and we will
add one next month. We had 27
pre-COVID. We are working with
acouple oflessors and we hope to
be at 25 (planes) by the end of
2024..We believe our sweet spot
isaround 35 aircraft. When we get
to that size will depend on how
quickly we can get aircraft.

The Indian government as well
asairlines want to develop
large Indian airports into
international hubs. What kind
of animpact do you expect
that to have on SriLankan, as
you also have sizable
connecting traffic through
Colombo?

What we are seeing is that
traffic from Sri Lanka to Europe,
which historically connected in
the Gulf,is now beginning to con-
nect in India. So, if you are an
Indian carrier, your market from
Sri Lanka will include traffic to
India and connecting traffic, say
towards Europe...Hubs are driven
by geography.

As tourism grows in India, we
areverywell placed tobeahubin
the southeast. The opportunity
from India is to Sri Lanka and be-
yond going east and south...We
carry quite a lot to Australia,
Singapore, and Thailand, and we
still have some flows to the Gulf,
particularly from southern
India...From India, connecting traf-
ficfor usis more than 30 per cent,
probably closer to40 per cent, but
it varies by month and market.

So,you don’t see any threat
from development of

international hubs in India
when it comes to connecting
traffic for SriLankan?

If India develops hubs in its
southeastern region, then yes,
they will compete with us..butwe
are probably more directin line to
many of our destinations than
Mumbai, Delhi,and even Chennai
in some cases...\We need to grow
fast enough on our main markets,
so that our frequency is compara-
ble with the Indian carriers. But
equally, we are small enough that
we can adjust where we fly to
based ondemand. If you have 500
aircraft, you have to grow a little
bit everywhere. But if you are a
small airline like us, if you have say
20 or 30 aircraft, you can be nim-
bler. Yes, there will be markets that
get more challenging, but the op-
portunities will also be there,and
it is up to us to make the most of
those opportunities. Overall, the
growth generated in India pro-
vides more opportunities for
SriLankan as well.

Indian carriersare also
increasing frequencies and
launching more Southeast
Asia services. Even Australia is
likely to see more direct
services from India over the
next fewyears. Doyou see
space foryou as well as Indian
carriers in such markets?

The most important market
for us is Sri Lanka, although we
want to also grow as a hub. If you
look at India...it is like a conti-
nent..we first want toincrease fre-
quencies to India and then expand
to more cities in time. If we fly to
more cities, we don’t need as
much traffic from each city. Also,
more point-to-point traffic for us
means more connections out of
Colombo.

And if you look at Australia,
there will be markets that will be
served nonstop by Indian carriers
or Australian carriers. There will
be markets that get more con-
necting traffic and become more
competitive for us while we carry
a smaller share. There will be
other markets where we may be
the best-positioned carrier when
you look at the geography. As the
market grows, the opportunities
grow for everyone.

FULLINTERVIEW ON
www.indianexpress.com

India, Korea make headway in CEPA
review talks, exchange ‘request’ lists

MUKESH JAGOTA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

THE TALKS between India and
Korea on the review of the
Comprehensive  Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA)
have made significant headway,
with both sides exchanging the
list of ‘requests’ where they want
further opening up of trade.
From the Korean side the de-
mand has come in regard to sec-
tors like automobiles, textiles,
chemicals and petrochemicals
while India is seeking greater ac-
cess to the Korean markets for
steel, rice, shrimp and clothing.

“The requests made by Korea
are being discussed with the min-
istries of steel, textiles, chemicals
and petrochemicals and heavy in-
dustries. Based on the discus-
sions, offers of the request will be
finalised,” senior official said.

The revision of the CEPA has
been painfully slow as both sides
are approaching the matter from
different standpoints. Korea wants
to expand the agreement while
Indiais seeking review to address
the expanding trade deficit with
Korea. The review of CEPA - which
was signed in 2009 and cameinto
force in 2010 - was agreed to in
2016. Since then ten rounds of
talks have been held. The last

round of discussions on the sub-
ject were held earlier this year.
Some Korean officials have been
onrecord saying that talks may fi-
nally conclude in 2024 but dates
for the nextround of talksis yet to
be finalised. Officials say that the
next dates of next round of talks
will be finalised when both sides
are ready with their offers.
According to experts, Korea’s
attemptis to increase the level of
openness of the Indian market or
atleast get it on par with India-
Japan FTA. From South Korea’s
perspective, the effectiveness of
bilateral trade liberalisation has
been questioned as key export
sectors such as automobiles have

been excluded from concessions.

Indian exporters have com-
plained of the unwillingness of
the Korean industry to buy items
like steel from India despite the
competitiveness. Apparel mak-
ers have complained of safety
standards being kept so high as
to make exports difficult.

The agreement covers trade
in goods, investments, services,
and bilateral cooperation in ar-
eas of common interest. Under
the CEPA, Korea was to phase
out/reduce tariffs on 90 per cent
of Indian exports, while India
would phase out/eliminate tar-
iffs on 85 per cent of Korean ex-
ports. FE

Electronic components demand to jump 5x by 2030: CII

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JUNE 23

INDUSTRY BODY CII has de-
manded that the government
provide 6-8 per cent fiscal support
for select electronic components
and sub-assemblies for a period
of eight years to help strengthen
the domestic manufacturing sec-
tor and curb imports.

The Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII), in a report, stated
that the demand for electronic
components and sub-assemblies
would grow to $240 billion to sup-
port $500 billion of production by

The report identifies
lithium-ion, camera
modules, mechanicals,
displays and PCBs as
high priority for India

2030 from $45.5 billion to support
$102 billion production in 2023.
“Priority components and sub-as-
semblies, includingPCBAs
(printed circuit board assembly),
are projected to grow at a robust
CAGR of 30 per cent, reaching
$139 billion by 2030,” according
to the reporton “developing India

as themanufacturing hub for elec-
tronics components and sub-as-
semblies”.

The reportidentifies five com-
ponents/sub-assemblies of bat-
teries (lithium-ion), camera mod-
ules, mechanicals (enclosures
etc.),displays and PCBs that are of
high priority forIndiaand account
for43 per cent of the components
demand in 2022. It is expected to
grow to $51.6 billion by 2030.
These components have either a
nominal productioninIndiaorare
heavily import dependent, it said.

India can hardly afford to sus-
tain this trend of importing prior-
ity components. Similarly, PCBA is

ahigh potential category for India
since most of the demand is met
by imports. This segment is ex-
pected to grow by 30 per cent,
leading to ademand creation of $
8746 billion by 2030.

However, manufacturing-re-
lated cost disabilities vis-a-vis
other competing economies like
China, Vietnam and Mexico, lack
of big domestic manufacturing
corporations, lack of domesticde-
sign ecosystem for Indian compa-
nies and lack of raw materials
ecosystem add to the challenges
that disable the domestic manu-
facturing of components and sub-
assemblies. FE
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Aakash Joshi: You have been following
the Indian elections and politics
closely. Will this coalition government,
marked by continuity, be seenasa
stable government?

[ see India today as I've seen India for the
last decade — as the strongest and most sta-
ble democracy with the strongest leadership,
certainly in the Global South and in many
ways around the world. Narendra Modi is
now ina coalition. Butitalso means 15 years
of driving of a consistent foreign policy, se-
curity policy and economic policy. That is
unusual, even exceptional for a well-func-
tioning democracy. It makes it much easier
for foreign governments and multinational
corporations to rely on India. It’s certainly
true that Modi underperformed with being
nowhere close to the 400 seats but the NDA
coalition has a Cabinet that’s already formed.
Most of the notable ministries are with the
BJP. This speaks of a government that Modi is
going to have control over. I'm sure he’s
going to have to negotiate and provide more
to the states where his two regional partners
are dominant, and that will slow down some
of the new economic reform process, for
example in agriculture. Butit will also sort of
reduce some of the strongman tendencies
that you've seen from India’s leadership.
Greater checks and balances are a good thing
for ademocracy.

Aakash Joshi: We’ve seen foreign
policy becoming a part of political
campaigning more
than ever before. But
we’ve got two kinds of
feedback over the last
10years. One has been
of the hyperbole that
India has never been as
respected before. The
otheris thatIndiais
nowseenasa
“declining” democracy.
What is your opinion?
It's overwhelmingly
the former. It is true that
there are aspects of Indian
democracy that are prob-
lematic. Of course, there
are aspects of American
democracy that are even
more problematic. The US
has slipped more as a

ONINDIA

INDIAHAS
MATTERED MORE
STRATEGICALLY OVERTHE
LAST 10 YEARS ACROSS
THE WORLD. FINALLY,
INDIA’S ECONOMY IS
STARTINGTO
CATCHUPWITHITS
GROWING STRATEGIC
IMPORTANCE

political systeminaliberal

democracy in the last 30 years than India has.
The US has a hard time even holding a free
and fair election that is seen as legitimate by
its population. India just had elections, Modi
didn’tdo so well, and everyone recognises it
was a free and fair election. That's a sign of a
strong and healthy democracy. When [ was
working on my PhD in 1989, people around
the world looked at the US as the shining
light. They wanted their political system to
run more like the US. In 2024, a lot of people
want to move to the US, invest in American
markets, and send their kids to American
universities but nobody says, ‘I wish my po-
litical system ran like Washington.’

Yet, the US continues to be the most pow-
erful country and is driving greater strategic
relationships, international architecture,
Quad (Quadrilateral Security Dialogue),
AUKUS, Indo-Pacific framework, all of which
India and many other countries in Asia want
to be a stronger part of. India is respected in
the Global South and has been very success-
ful at chairing the G20 over the last two years.
Itis also seen as abridge to the US, Japan, the
UAE, and, increasingly, to Europe as well.
That's somewhere that Modi, almost singu-
larly, and S Jaishankar (External Affairs
Minister), have done great work in. They've
allowed India to punch above its weight.
India has mattered more strategically over
the last 10 years across the world. Finally,
India’s economy is starting to catch up with
its growing strategic importance.

Aakash Joshi: How much does a Trump
presidency affect India and other non-
NATO US partners in the region?

For many allies of the US, the prospect of
a Trump presidency is deeply concerning.
Trump says he’s going to end the war in
Ukraine in one day, and if you're a frontline
NATO country, you think that Trump s a cri-
sis for you. There are other countries in the
world that are deeply concerned about
Trump’s lack of climate agenda, his greater
transactionalism on trade deficits, willing-
ness to put tariffs. He’s talked about a 10 per
cent tariff onall exports to the US. That would
clearly have a negative effect on the Indian
economy. The more important point for
India is that a US-China relationship under
Trump would be under significantly
greater pressure.

On the political side, the fact that the
US and China would have a more tense rela-
tionship would benefit India strategically.
Modi is one of the few leaders in the world
whoreally doesn’t care that much personally
whether Biden or Trump wins. But there
would be greater uncertainty. India is, right
now, trying to navigate a world that has much
greater geopolitical uncertainty because of all
the industrial policy, subsidies, as well as sanc-
tions and tariffs because of two major wars
going on in the Middle East and Russia-
Ukraine, and tensions in the US-China rela-
tionship. If you're India, you just want a stable
global environment to grow your economy.

Aakash Joshi: Through the Ukraine war,
Delhi has managed to keep our channels
open with Russia. How do you assess
that kind of balancing in this uncertain
geopolitical climate?

This year was the 11th time that India has
been invited to attend the G7 as an observer.
There was a time when the Russians were
the G7 plus-one. If there was a plus-one to
the G7 right now, it would probably be India
because of its economic size and growing
strategic alignment. There is alot of construc-
tive engagement between India and the G7,
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IAN BREMMER
AMERICAN POLITICAL SCIENTIST

WHY AN BREMMER

lan Bremmeris a keen India watcher, who has commented on the nationin various contexts, particularly in
relation toits economic development and global influence. Founder of the Eurasia Group, arisk assessment
consultancy that specialises in geopolitics and the political economy of emerging markets, the prolific author
has published over 11 books and developed key conceptual tools such as the ‘J-Curve’ and ‘G-Zero world’
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Columbia University were protesting
against whatis happeningin

Palestine. Similar protests took place in
European colleges. Why is there a
difference in the nature of student
protests across regions?

The demonstrations and the number of
students demonstrating have been extremely
small. They're mostly in elite universities. But,
of course, you have an environment that it’s
politically polarised. You have a small number
of political activists on the Right and on the
Left in the campuses, and more importantly
outside the campuses, who are looking for
extreme statements to promote and say, ‘look
at these crazy Hamas supporters’, or ‘look at
these crazy Islamophobic Jews.’ It’s true that
young people in America, like in Europe, are
more sympathetic to Palestinians because
they see them as the underdog and think that
ethnic cleansing and genocide is going on in
Gazaright now. That doesn’'t mean they sup-
port Hamas. Almost none of them support
Hamas, but they don’t support the US-Israel
policy as well.

Rishika Singh: The US has, for long,
championed values such as liberty and
free trade but in the last few years,
particularly with regard to China,
they’ve placed alot of bans on
semiconductor technology and other
kinds of high-level technology, citing
security concerns. How do you rate these
bans in terms of legitimacy?

When you talk about
access to the US market,
that’sachoice that's made

MANY AMERICANS ARE
PREPARED TO SAY THAT
CHINACAN'T DOANYTHING
RIGHT. THEFACTIS THAT
CHINAIS OVERALL CLOSE
TOATECHNOLOGICAL
PARITY WITH THE US. WHEN
YOUTALKABOUT
TRANSITION ENERGY,
THEY'REWAY AHEAD

by the American govern-
ment. And that's also true
for China. China doesn’tal-
low Google, Facebook or
Wikipedia to operate.
wish they would, but they
see those companies as a
systemic challenge to the
Chinese political system.
The Americans see
Huawei as a national secu-
rity challenge to the
American system. The US
is not only doing that do-
mestically butincreasingly
leveraging relations with
their allies to ensure that
nobody is providing the

Hllustration: Suvajit Dey

Americans is the most
dangerous war out there’

American political scientist and entrepreneur lan Bremmer on the election results in India,
its growing strategic importance and how the American democracy is in crisis. The conversation
was moderated by Aakash Joshi, Deputy Associate Editor, The Indian Express

including on Russia-Ukraine. India is buying
a lot of goods from Russia, particularly oil.
That is in explicit alignment with US policy.
The US is not trying to prevent the Russians
from exporting oil because it would lead toa
global recession. Right now, it’s escalating in
terms of the use of frozen assets and target-
ing of NATO weaponry into Russia. We could
see a time where India would be pressured to
do alot less with Russia.

Pooja Pillai: What is the response to
Trump’s conviction among his
supporters? What does that

mean for the US election and the
world eventually?

In terms of the way they’re going to vote,
it has had virtually no impact — 34 convic-
tions, felony convictions, are unprecedented
in the US. That should mean that Trump
should not be viable as a presidential candi-
date. But it doesn’t mean that. He is arguing
that this is a politicised case that wouldn’t
have been brought against anyone else. It’s
the least serious case of the indictments that
he is facing, much less serious than the
Georgia case of trying to overturn the elec-
tion, the Florida case of stealing and then
lying and obscuring classified documents,
the Washington DC case of abetting insur-
rection on January 6. But none of those cases
are going to come to resolution before the
November elections. So, in my view, this is
not going to have a significant outcome, but
it does have a significant impact on how we
think about the US in terms of the rule of law
and a sustainable democracy.

US democracy is in crisis right now and

One thing that India could have done
better in its relationship with China?
The engagement that you're seeing now
by Modi should have been done earlier.

The biggest geopolitical challenge

PM Modi faces right now?

Maintaining stable relations with China,
given that it’s your most important
trade partner.

The one concern that global investors
have about India today?

What they should be concerned about
long-term is climate change and water.

The rise of Chinese science;
welcoming or worrying?
Both.

Is there an Opposition anywhere in

there are many American voters who will not
accept the outcome of this election. In 2020,
the argument was that the election was legit-
imate, but the vote was rigged, which is not
true. Trump is running on that. Today, the ar-
gument is that the electionisillegitimate, not
the vote. The Democrats will say Trump
should not be eligible to run for office
because of the two impeachments that were
politically incapable of reaching conviction,

QUICK QUESTIONS

the world that the Congress party in
India can learn from?

Yes, the Labour Party in the UK. When
you're out of power for a long time, you
need to get rid of incapable leaders, you
need to focus on policies that matter, and
you need to take advantage of the mistakes
being made by the party in power.

Is BRICS currency agoodideaora
badidea?
Idon’t think it’s very important.

Japan ended its 17-year negative
interest rate regime. Will it

impact India?

It's one of India’s most important relation-
ships. Japan is becoming a little less
important on the global stage, but
it's very useful for India to strengthen
that relationship.

even though there were Republicans that
voted to convict himin the second impeach-
ment. A vote to convict is a vote that says that
you can never run for President.

If you go to our top risks that we put out
every year, as we did in January this year, de-
spite all the concerns of US-China, the Middle
East war, Ukraine war, the number one risk
was the US versus itself. The Americans ver-
sus the Americans is the most dangerous war

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

out there. This is a horrible election and no
American wants to have it.

Anant Goenka: There are two Indias —
one which agrees with the ideas of the
BJP, and another that doesn’t. Is there
something about polarisation in
America that could happen in India?

Indiais obviously a country with far more
poverty and far less, in that regard, time and
energy spent by the average citizen on high-
level politics. We’re just at a different part of
Maslow’s triangle of self-actualisation. You're
nowhere close to the middle-income trap.
When you've got a country thatis growing at
six-seven-eight per cent a year, there’s still a
lot you can do that can make the average cit-
izen feel like they have a bright future. That
undermines polarisation. Ina sense, political
polarisation is a bit of a malaise that comes
from ennui. It comes from alevel where your
basic needs are taken care of but now you feel
you've got bigger demands.

China’s gone through a very different po-
litical system but for 40 years the popula-
tion felt good about the fact that economi-
cally they were going to have opportunities.
India is finally on that path. It was a lot eas-
ier when Modli first came in because there
was so much corruption and no digitisation.
So you could help people without blowing
out the budget. You could just improve effi-
ciency and win. Indiais beyond that. Butit's
too pessimistic to say that India at this stage
of development is heading towards where
the US or Europe is.

Adya Goyal: In the US, students in

Chinese with high-level
semiconductors. They’re now talking about
the same with software. It’s within the right
of the US and other countries to make those
decisions. It starts looking unfair if the
Americans are coercing other countries to do
it against their will. In principle, you want to
see the US investing in being the best com-
petitor globally. To that extent, the Americans
have paid no attention to their semiconductor
industry for thelast 25 years and allowed it to
be exported to mainland China. The Chinese
increasingly have a lot more influence over
Taiwan economically, politically and strategi-
cally, and you can understand why the
Americans are panicking a bit.

Anant Goenka: You’d said the obituaries
on China are premature, and that China
will bounce back. Is it bouncing back?

There are way too many Americans who
are prepared to say that China can’t do any-
thing right. The fact is that China is overall
close to a technological parity with the US.
When you talk about transition energy,
they're way ahead. It’s a huge mistake to be
overconfident.

Mike McFaul, former US ambassador to
Russia, saw Putin meeting Kim Jong-un
(North Korean leader) and immediately said,
look at the desperation.

When I look at Putin with all the oil, gas,
uranium, precious metals and land, the size of
his conventional military and his nuclear
forces, and I look at his relationship with
China, I look at the unwillingness of the
Americans to take pain by really hurting
Russia. I look at the ability of the Russians to
deter NATO. When I see him meeting Kim
Jong-un,Idon’t see desperation. I see danger.
I see the emergence of a couple of countries
that are chaos actors. They are pariahs for the
West but they're not pariahs for India, China
or the developing world. They are not pari-
ahs for the BRICS. Even for the Americans and
the Europeans, how many companies are still
doing business there? We have to be careful
before we write off China and Russia.

Anant Goenka: How do you describe
G7’s decision to lend Ukraine S50 billion
backed by $300 billion frozen Russian
assets?

They're spending a lot of money to en-
sure that the Ukrainians don’t lose more ter-
ritory. I support that because I think the inva-
sion was illegal. It would have been more
effective to stop Putin before he invaded
Ukraine in 2022, to be tougher after 2014.
Now it’s a lot more expensive and we're all
paying for that. But I also recognise the un-
willingness of the West to take pain them-
selves. You still want to do business. If you
sell the business now, you're not going to get
any money for it. The Russians can just take
advantage. So, I guess, we should probably
keep a lot of those businesses there. You can’t
cut off Russian oil because it would be a real
cost for the global economy. You can’t cut off
Russian uranium because then the reactors
wouldn’t work. If you're only willing to spar
with them, play fight with them, then they're
obviously not going to take you seriously.

[ wrote this in our top risks: we expect
that Ukraine will be partitioned. Not because
[ want that outcome. I think it’s horrible.
Ukraine should get all their land back. Crimea
is a different story... The rest of Ukraine
should clearly be Ukrainian territory. There
should be (accountability for) war crimes
and war reparations. But that’s not going to
happen because the West is too unwilling to
create leadership. It's a G-Zero. It’s not a G7.
Putin is advantaged in a G-Zero.
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SUPER 8 STANDINGS

GROUP1

WL T
IND 2 2 0 0 4 2425
AUS 2 1 1 0 2 0223
AFG 2 1 1 0 2 -0.650
BAN 2 0 2 0 0 -2489

Mitchell Marsh’s Australia will go
up against an Indian side that
have yet to register aloss at the
T20 World Cup. AP/PTI

Where does Afg’s win
leave Indiaintherace
forasemifinal spot

Afghanistan’s historic five-wicket win
over Australia has tossed up a three-
way contest for the semifinal spots in
Group 1, with India leading the race
ahead of the final round.

WHAT DO INDIA NEED TO DO?
For India to secure qualification,
they simply need to beat Australia
or avoid a heavy
defeatin St Lucia
on Monday. Their
superior net run
rate (+2.425) puts
theminaspot
where they are all
but through to the
semifinals and can likely avert a
last-minute upset that could knock
them out.

WHAT DO AUSTRALIA NEED TO
DO?

As for Australia, Mitchell Marsh's
side (+0.223) can still pip
Afghanistan (-0.650) on net run
rate with a win over India. If
Australia are to overhaul India and
take the first spot, they will need a
big win. For example, if India set a
151-run target, Australia will need
to chase them down within 14
overs to surpass Rohit Sharma's
side on NRR. Similarly, if Australia
bat first and get a 190-run total on
the board, India will be required to
attain atleast 150 runs to maintain
their position at the top.

WHAT DO AFGHANISTAN NEED
TODO?
Afghanistan's NRR equations will
boil down to the result of the India-
Australia contest, following which
they take on Bangladesh in
Kingstown. An Indian win will
mean that Afghanistan's contest
will be a direct shootout where a
victory over Bangladesh can propel
them to their first World Cup
semifinal.

LALITHKALIDAS

Defending

VINAYAKKMOHANARANGAN
JUNE 23

DESPITE QUESTIONS swirling around their
progress out of the first group stage, despite
contriving to lose a Super 8 match against
South Africa that they looked to have under
control late on, England became the first team
to reach the T20 World Cup. It's been a stop-
start tournament for Jos Buttler's men but
such are the vagaries of tournament play, that
they seal their place in the final four before
teams that are yet to lose a match.

They did so by following a template we
have seen already. Not for the first time in
the tournament England's bowlers re-
stricted the opposition to a below-par total
only to smash the target down in no time.
Batting first, USA - despite a solid power-
play — were bundled out for 115. Buttler's
38-ball 83 then powered the defending
champions to 117/0 in 9.4 overs.

Chris Jordan picked up four wickets in
three balls, including the third hat-trick of
this tournament. Buttler was ruthless in his
approach to the total, and powered England's
Net Run Rate even past the West Indies. But
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ToDAY’S GAMES

T20 WC: West Indies vs South Africa, bam
India vs Australia, 8pm

Live on: Star Sports Network and Jio Cinema;
EUROS: Albania vs Spain, 12:30 AM; Croatia
vs Italy, 1230AM

Live on: Sony Sports Network

Roll up your sleeves, come celebrate and dance. Poor people like us rarely get the chance to enjoy as happiness
belongs to those who are strong and rich.
RASHID KHAN AND GULBADIN NAIB, DURING AFGHANISTAN'S CELEBRATIONS

Aussies Afghanistunned

Rashid Khan’s men exorcise loss in Mumbai, defend 148 against Australia for a shot at making the T20 World Cup semi-final

LALITH KALIDAS
JUNE 23

“THEY GOT 20 too many.”

Mitchell Marsh’s admission at the end of
an epochal night was perhaps the most sub-
tle first reaction to Afghanistan’s stunning
upheaval of the former champions in
Kingstown.

After areality checkin the previous Super
8 game against India, Afghanistan realised
sticking to their original strengths, one of
which helped them beat England, Pakistan,
Sri Lanka, New Zealand, and now Australia
across the 50-over and T20 World Cups
within a year, was the best way forward.

And so when Australia surprisingly
elected to bowl first at the Arnos Vale
Stadium, where the previous three wins
were etched out by teams defending totals,
evenaslow as 106 and 115, Afghanistan were
not quite unruffled as they fell back onto their
group-stage XI. It was a unit that best exuded
the strengths of Afghanistan even as their
middle-order frailties laid bare open.

Openers Rahmanullah Gurbaz and
Ibrahim Zadran did not stutter even as
Australia nailed down 25 dot balls within the
Powerplay. The scoring shots, two efferves-
cent straight sixes from Gurbaz off Pat
Cummins and Josh Hazlewood and Zadran’s
late charge in the sixth over with flashy fours
on either side of the square, kept the engine
room steady.

Marsh would toss in his variety of spins
with Adam Zampa, Ashton Agar, and Glenn
Maxwell between overs 7-10, but the open-
ers sagely waded through at arun-a-ball rate
for 24 runs. The three-figure mark took an-
other 20 balls as the duo masked the mid-
dle-order as much as possible with their
third 100-plus opening stand - the only pair
to achieve at least one such partnership this
tournament. Call it foresight or acute con-
sciousness from the openers and the Afghan
think tank, the side would freefall from 118
for noloss to 148 for six within 25 deliveries,
including a second Pat Cummins hat-trickin
succession.

The last thirty minutes of the innings
would have boosted the Afghan seamers as
the slower deliveries tossed in by Cummins
with good effect were right up their alley.

The spirits would have been simmering
when Naveen-ul-Haq’s first delivery to Travis
Head reared away sharply from the brim of
the left-hander’s off-stump. It only took an
amendment in line.

The slinging right-armer magically
darted the ball inward and scuttled the ball
towards the middle-and-leg stump two balls
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later, with Head’s swinging bat falling across
the line. The 20-run cushion which Marsh
highlighted also meant Naveen would not
shy away from plotting dismissals by dan-
gling a few carrots. A fuller delivery waltzed
to the cover boundary, but Naveen’s angular
smarts at the crease would allow an in-dip-
ping slower ball on the off-stump, inviting a
ballooning mis-hit from Marsh to the cover
fielder.

In a trice, Australia were three down
within the Powerplay in a progressively sti-
fling chase, and the familiarities from
Wankhede 2023 kicked back in. Glenn
Maxwell was back up and running, ad-
mirably quelling the middle-overs venom
from Rashid and Noor Ahmad. For once
Maxwell was not alone as Marcus Stoinis
strode along with firm sweeps off the spin-
ners. Australia chugged along with the ask-
ing rate until the halfway mark, with
Rashid ringing in as many as eight bowlers.
Rashid’s final dial, Gulbadin Naib, proved
to be the most decisive on a strip of uneven
bounce.

Naib’s surprise bumper scalped Stoinis
caught-behind before a clever back-of-a-
length delivery would skim low onto the
pads past a towering Tim David’s flick in his
next over. Maxwell did not take any of it as
he raised his half-century, a first since
February, in 35 deliveries with a six off
Naib.

But Arnos Vale was no Wankhede, and
the niceties of the pitch had eventually died
down. Maxwell lunged at a pace-on delivery
from Naib through cover, only for it to clip
the outside half and lob towards point, with
Ahmad springing forward to scoop up a ball
he would cling onto for life. Naib (4/20)
capped off his momentous night by sending
Cummins a taste of his own medicine - a
cheeky slower one aimed at the base of the
stumps.

149 amplified as an insurmountable
task as the Afghan nous prevailed in
bundling Australia for the first time in the
tournament. It also brought the mighty
side back to the mortal worlds of net run
rates and equations. Fun time is effectively
over for the all-star Australians on the
Caribbean shores as they battle the possi-
bility of losing out on the semifinals at the
hands of India and rewarding Afghanistan
with a chance to channel their destiny at
the same venue on Tuesday.

BRIEF SCORES: Afghanistan 148 for 6in 20
overs (Rahmanullah Gurbaz 60, Ibrahim
Zadran 51; Pat Cummins 3/28) Australia 127
all out in 19.2 overs (Glenn Maxwell 59;
Gulbadin Naib 4/20).

ql.-. — .
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Rahmanullah Gurbaz (R) and and Gulbadin Naib celebrate the dismissal of Glenn Maxwell (L). AP/PTI

How Afghanistan upset the Aussies

SRIRAMVEERA
JUNE 23

PERHAPS, AFGHANISTAN hadn’t forgotten the
50 over World-Cup thriller when they came
so close but were denied by a once-in-a-gen-
eration knock by a limping breathless Glenn
Maxwell, who should have been on a hospital
bed taking drips instead of annihilating the
Afghani dream. Rashid Khan had spoken about
how he at times lies sleepless in bed, thinking
about that World Cup game on the Mumbai
coastline. The Australians, barring Maxwell too,
itfelt, hadn’t forgotten their nervy batting that
Mumbai night, as their nerves seemed shotin
the chase here.

Which moment to choose, for there were
many, to observe the Australians? Perhaps, the
16th over when they bowled is best to be cued
first for it revealed a mini-breaking-away mo-
ment from being entrapped in the spell cast
by the Afghani openers Rahmanullah Gurbaz
and Ibrahim Zadran, whose unbeaten 129 had
been overshadowed by Maxwell's madness in
the World Cup. Until then, ground fielding was
asbad asitwasagainst Scotland, Wade’s wick-
etkeeping too wasn'’t flash as he too missed a
stumping,and the bowlers couldn’t find away
through, when Marcus Stoinis decided to pull
out the bare-the-Australian-fangs trick.

After Gurbaz punched a ball back to him
after backing outside leg, Stoinis gave the nasty
eye - unsure if the Australian lip was also
thrown in. Gurbaz stared, Stoinis lingered on.
The nextball was thrown back from wide long-
on stands and though his partner was beside
him with cheers for the audacious hit, Gurbaz
was still giving an angry-cold stare at the re-
ceding Stoinis.

This seemed a mini-turning point -
Afghanistan were 118 at that stage- for
Australia rallied back via Adam Zampa, who
skidded outZadran and bounced out astartled

Ashton Agar drops a catch during
Australia’s match vs Afghanistan. AP/PTI

Azmatullah. Cummins ripped out the lower
middle order with a hat trick, and was denied
a four-in-four as David Warner dropped a sit-
ter. That fielding had continued regardless of
the bowling turnaround as Agar too dropped
a catch and committed misfields.

A sense of doom soon embedded itself in
their camp as Afghans sniped at them from the
start of the chase. Naveen-ul-Hag,an infamous
cult figure among IPL faithful, produced an ab-
solute Jaffa first up that stunned Wade. From
round the stumps, it veered in on back of length
on the middle-stump line, before cutting away
with bounce to thud into the wicketkeeping
gloves of the adrenaline-junkie Gurbaz.

Naveen would walk away ever-so-coolly
point his finger with a seemingly ‘I-told-you-
S0’ gesture to a team-mate a ball later after
shredding the stumps behind Wade with a
corker. It was a great course-correction ball, a
perfect knockout to follow the earlier brute:
fuller, starting audaciously from leg and mid-
dle and darting away from that angle and leav-
ing Wade’s aggressive flail with no hope of
stopping it from its destination.

Australia’s captain Mitch Marsh, who has
overseen some of shoddiest fielding displays

back to back, projected his imperious batting
persona, reeling out a few booming front-foot
drives. But Afghanistan bowlers cannot be lim-
ited to conjuring magic balls, but also dish out
well-thought out gems. Naveen, yet again, with
apeach of aslower one twisted out from finger
tips sucked Marsh into a big forward drive
rather early and unsurprisingly it ballooned up
to mid-on.

Itwas Stoinis's fallin the 13th over that then
captured Australia’s state of mind. He walked
a couple of steps down the track to the
medium-pacer Gulbadin Naib. The aggressive
intent had the same whiffs as his banter-move
with Gurbaz with the ball, but he was duped by
a121-kmph slow bouncer. He froze as the ball
reared, couldn’t but stab his hands up as face-
shield to pop a catch to who else but Gurbaz,
who pouched and roared.

Australia would stagger as Gulbadin would
punch the knockout momentin the 15th over
by taking out Maxwell. It was a full delivery
outside off and Maxwell plunged into his
crashing off-drive but spliced this off the outer
edge towards backward point where Noor
Ahmad contorted his body and swooped for-
ward to grab the match-turning catch. Where
Australia had fumbled at such fielding mo-
ments, Afghans were making their fans proud
in Kabul and around the country.

Wade was removed by Rashid Khan who
brought himself on to bowl his final overin the
16th to do precisely that. And the gush of an-
guish that emanated from Pat Cummins’s
mouth even before the slower ball from
Gulbadin had disarrayed his stumps told the
story. He knew he was cooked and had; sowas
Australia. Befittingly, the veteran Nabi took the
final catch to trigger pandemonium in the
dugout. Australia should have lost that 50 over
faceoff but they Maxwelled their way to seal
the semi-final spot and shove out Afghanistan.
Now, Afghanistan are trying to reproduce sim-
ilar outcomes.

champs England become Ist team to book semis berth

the real hero of the win was Adil Rashid, who
spun a web with his mastery of wrist-spin.

Rashid’s brilliance

'Are you watching closely?' It's one of
the most famous opening lines to a movie
(Christopher Nolan's The Prestige) but it
also sums up what batters must do when
facing elite spinners in cricket. Because, if
you aren't, you are going to pay. Rashid's
googly is one of those magic tricks on a
cricket field that can leave batsmen bam-
boozled by the sleight of hand.

Rashid picked up two wickets, and de-
spite the more eye-catching performances
fromJordan and Buttler, was rightly deemed
the player of the match. The main reason for
that was the importance of his spell in the
middle phase of the innings, and the value
of the batters he dismissed.

Aaron Jones lit up the tournament early
on with his six-hitting masterclass in Dallas
against Canada - but mirroring USA's cam-
paign - finished with two ordinary displays
in the end. He started off with a second ball
four but was a bit sedate after that, perhaps
trying to reign himself in a bit. Discipline, is
what he thought was the biggest lesson from

Adil Rashid’s 2/13 restricted USA to 115 on Sunday. AP/PTI

the West Indies defeat. But a scratchy innings
ended soon, as he fell playing the slog sweep
for the second time in a row. Rashid's googly
drew the false shot as Jones' head wasn't still,
his reach wasn't close to the ball that snuck

past the defence.

Rashid's googly did the damage again
to USA's best batter on the day. Nitish
Kumar was looking in good touch but the
ball that spun in sharply beat him all ends
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up. That particular delivery could have
ended Corey Anderson's innings a couple
of times too. Rashid has now picked five
out of his nine wickets in the tournament
with the wrong 'un.

"Two wickets, but so much more than
that," Nasser Hussain said on air to sumit up.

Jordan’s special hat-trick

The only change England made was to
bring in Jordan for Mark Wood, the latter
struggling for wickets despite cranking up
the pace. Jordan made Buttler a happy cap-
tain for that call as he finished off USA's bat-
ting with a hat-trick, making sure the target
was small enough to be overhauled with
plenty of balls to spare.

After getting Anderson at the start of the
19th over, Jordan honed in on the stumps
with a hint of reverse swing that tailed back
into tail-enders. It brought about a special
moment for the English pacer in the coun-
try of his birth.

Jordanrecalled in a 2020 interview with
his then IPL franchise Punjab: “l remember
the atmosphere there (Kensington Oval)
was crazy. Everyone in Barbados used to
rush to the stadium if they heard that West

Indies were batting and were a wicket
down, just to watch Brian Lara bat. Even if
it was just one cover drive from Brian Lara,
it was a joy for all."

Jofra Archer's rise from Barbados to
England is well documented in recent times
but Jordan had done it before him. At a
venue where he grew up watching some of
his idols, Jordan turned it up. It explained
the smiles on his face as he celebrated with
his teammates.

The run-chase itself was a question of
how quickly England will chase it down.
And when Buttler smashed Harmeet Singh
for five sixes in one over, it was evident they
didn't just want to qualify for the semifinals
but give their NRR a boost significant that
gave them a chance of topping Group B. It's
been somewhat of a strange tournament
for them, but the champions have done
enough to be in the top four... from here on,
it's anybody's tournament.

BRIEF SCORES: USA 115 (Nitish Kumar 30,
Corey Anderson 29; Chris Jordan 4/10, Adil
Rashid 2/13, Sam Curran 2/23) in 18.5 overs
lost to England 117/0 (Jos Buttler 83 n.o) in
9.4 overs.
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Australian batter’s
troubles in focus as
powerhouses meetin
high stakes clash

SANDIPG
JUNE 23

THE BALL would haunt Travis Head in his
nightmares. The white sphere of leather ar-
rowinginto his middle stump, landing ongood
length, or slightly fuller, before seaming away,
rerouting as though guided by a GPS just ade-
quately to beat his feet-in-cement swipe.
When Naveen-ul-Haq blasted his stumps with
a similar ball, he might have only felt a sense
of deja vu. Several faces would have flashed
through his head—Jofra Archer (this World
Cup), Mitchell Starc and Arshdeep Singh (IPL
2024) - from the last month alone.
Awareness of a flaw is one thing; execut-
ing is the more tedious bit, India’s seamers
would know. In the last two major ICC games
between the two sides, Head had single-hand-
edly lopped offIndia’s ambitions. Centuries of
outrageous derring-do in the World Test
Championship and 50-over World Cup finals
needn’tany reopening; they flinch as unhealed
wounds in the mind of the nation. Now
Australia would hope their maverick opener
would perform a triple-peat, just as India’s
bowlers would sniff an overdue revenge.
India possess a pair of seamers skilled with
both knowledge and power of execution, rid-
ing an irrepressible wattage of form, to bait
their moustachioed nemesis in recent finals,
when they duel in GrosIslet,ina Super 8 group
game with the consequence of a knockout.
The Bumrah-Arshdeep duet has been a
music of doom for batsmen this tournament.
A combined haul of 22 wickets, of them sev-
eral unplayable ones, conceding an average of
5.28 runs per over, breathing hostility and high-
spec skills, with wisdom and mastery of coax-
ing the best out of surfaces, has headlined
India’s march of a six-match unbeaten streak.
Both can readily deliver the ball that troubles
Head, indifferent angles. Bumrahreleases the
ball wide of the crease, like a boxer’s upper cut
appearing from nowhere. It curls into him,
drawing his eyes into him, opening up his body
in the process, and squaring him up.
Arshdeep’s away-swinger is subtler, stings
more no less, like a jab. The ball travels almost

— BRIEFLY —

Mandhana's 90 leads
India to 6-wicket win

Bengaluru: Smriti Mandhana waltzed
to a characteristically elegant 90 to
form the crux of India’s six-wicket
win in the third and final women's
ODI against South Africa, marking
their 3-0 series clean sweep here on
Sunday. Mandhana, whose innings
came off 83 balls (11x4), had efficient
support casts in Shafali Verma (25),
Priya Punia (28) and Harmanpreet
Kaur(42,48b, 2x4)as India went past
the target of 216 without exerting
themselves much. The hosts made
220 for four in 40.4 overs, after South
Africa were restricted to an under-
whelming 215 for eight despite skip-
per Laura Wolvaardt's solid 61 (57b,
7x4). Though she failed to make a
third hundred on the bounce, the
knock underlined the way Mandhana
dominated this ODI series, scoring
343 runs at an average of 114.33. PTI

BRIEF SCORES: South Africa 215/8 in
50 overs (Laura Wolvaardt 61, Tazmin
Brits 38; Arundhati Reddy 2/36,
Deepti Sharma 2/27) lost to India
220/4 in 40.4 overs (Smriti
Mandhana 90, Harmanpreet Kaur 42)
by 6 wickets

NADA suspends

Bajrangagain
— New Delhi: The
Jrilntth National Anti-

Doping Agency on
Sunday suspended
Bajrang Punia for
a second time,
three weeks after
its Anti-Disciplinary Doping (ADDP)
panel had revoked his suspension on
the grounds that NADA had notissued
a "notice of charge" to the wrestler.
NADA had on April 23 suspended the
Tokyo Games bronze medallist
wrestler for refusal to give his urine
sample for dope test during the selec-
tion trials held in Sonepat on March
10. The sport's global governing body
United Wrestling World (UWW) had
also suspended him. Bajrang had ap-
pealed against the provisional suspen-
sion and the ADDP had revoked it on
May 31 till NADA issues the notice of
charge. Swinging into action, NADA on
Sunday served the notice to the
wrestler. "This serves as a formal no-
tice that you are being charged with
the violation of Article 2.3 of the
National Anti-Doping Rules, 2021 and
now you are provisionally sus-
pended,” said NADA's communication
to Bajrang. Bajrang has time till July 11
to request for a hearing or accept the
charge.. PTI

PREVIEW: INDIA VS AUSTRALIA

s/l

Jasprit Bumrah has all the ammunition to trouble the Australian batters. P11

in line with the umpire, semi-opens his body,
and induces his hands into stabbing at it. His
vulnerability to the away-swinger stems from
hisinsignificant front-foot stride, his tendency
to stay leg-side of the ball, further complicated
when he opens up his stance, often by clear-
ing the front-leg.

The mouth-watering opening exchange
sets up an intriguing match that was not de-
signed this way. Had Afghanistan not upstaged
Australia, the game would have been piped up
asatrial for the finals, a shadow boxing before
another grandstand game. But the defeat has
slashed open the group and injected a
Hitchcockian suspense to a game that both
teams ought to win. India could make dowith
apoint,incaseitrains in Gros Islet. But Australia
need towin, and do so with a handsome mar-
gin so that they could progress even if
Afghanistan topple Bangladesh. The latter too
issuddenly in the fray, should a string of results
favour them.

India peaking

In this backdrop of the Sunday mayhem,
India would walk into the picturesque Daren
Sammy Stadium as the calmer side. They have

reached aday earlier, bossing their adversaries
and peaking insidiously as the tournament has
rolled along. With every passing game, India
have looked unbreakable, fixing every trou-
bleshoot on the go. The openers, Rohit Sharma
and Virat Kohli, hit their straps against
Bangladesh; installing Rishabh Pant’s at No 3
has been a masterstroke; Hardik Pandya has
dusted off his IPL dust and begun to influence
games as a genuine all-rounder would, with
the batand ball. Seamers have terrorised bats-
men every game, and the spin trio has settled
into rhythm too. It's a travesty if they are not
addressed as the red-hot favourites to hoist the
trophy. On Monday, too, the odds would heav-
ily favour them, despite the format’s fickleness.

In contrast, Australia have been slipping
from one weakness to another with every
passing game. They have less than 36 hours to
soak the shock of the Afghanistan defeat and
muster the wits to compete against the most
competent side of the tournament. The middle
order has been as brittle as the colourful shacks
inthe Caribbeanislands during a cyclone. Tim
David and Matthew Wade have collected only
72 runs between them; captain Mitchell Marsh
has eked out only 88 runs in six outings.

De Bruyne, Belgium get
Euro campaign on track

SCORELINE

Belgium | Romania
2 0
YTielemans2' |
KD Bruyne 80" |

ASSOCIATEDPRESS & REUTERS
JUNE 23

IN FRONT of Belgium's royal family, King Kev
sealed the win.

Belgium shook off the shock of losing to
Slovakia in its opening game of the European
Championship by beating Romania 2-0 on
Saturday.

Kevin De Bruyne's second-half goal com-
pleted the win after Youri Tielemans scored in
the second minute at Cologne Stadium.

Wiatching on were Belgium's King Philippe
and Queen Mathilde.

“We knew what we needed to do. We
needed to win otherwise we were going
home," De Bruyne said. “I will do every-
thing I can to keep the lads on track.” This
was just what Belgium needed after the
Slovakia stunner, which raised the prospect
of another early exit from a major tourna-
ment after being eliminated at the group
stage of the 2022 World Cup.

Tielemans gave the No. 3-ranked team in
the world a flying start with a goal from the
edge of the area. De Bruyne converted direct
from Belgium goalkeeper Koen Casteels' long
kickin the 80th.

The result means all four teams in
Group E have three points and there is all to
play for in the final round of games on
Wednesday, when Belgium plays Ukraine
and Romania takes on Slovakia.

“I'mveryrelieved we won the game. It was
very important to get the three points,”
Belgium coach Domenico Tedesco said.

While Belgium won, there was more frus-
tration for Romelu Lukaku, who had a third
goal ruled out by VAR at these Euros.

Still, he was at the center of his team's great
start when laying the ball off for Tielemans to
drive in low from the edge of the box.

Belgium has been criticized for failing
to live up to expectations in the past, and
its opening defeat would not have helped
the confidence among the squad going into
Saturday's game.

Tielemans' goal seemed tolift the pressure,
and Belgium ruled the rest of the half with 67%
of possession. Lukaku thought he scored after
the break, but VAR said he strayed offside be-
fore firing past Romania keeper Florin Nita.

The longer the game went on without
Belgium scoring a second, the more the
tension rose.

Dennis Man could have evened the score

Kevin de Bruyne celebrates after scoring
Belgium'’s second goal. Reuters

when running through on goal, but was de-
nied by Casteels. The keeper then turned
provider with a long punt upfield, which De
Bruyne raced on to and fired home.

Tedesco thought his team took too long to
seal the win.

“Scoring four or five goals tonight was
possible,” he said. “Itis important to create
chances, but you have to kill the game ear-
lier for sure.” Under former Belgium coach
Roberto Martinez, Portugal advanced to the
knockout phase after a 3-0 win against
Turkey in Group F. Georgia picked up its
first ever point at a major tournament after
a drawing the Czech Republic 1-1 and still
has hopes of advancing.

De Bruyne not ready to retire

For a brief moment on Saturday, Belgian
maestro Kevin De Bruyne looked like he
was about to drop a bombshell on his coun-
try when he started talking about leaving
the national team in good shape for when
he moves on.

It would have been terrible timing for
De Bruyne to announce he was hanging up
his international boots after an astonish-
ing performance in their 2-0 win over
Romania, when he netted his 28th goal for
Belgium and was instrumental in keeping
their Euro 2024 hopes alive.

"Whenlleave the teamit will be up to them
tobeleft to theirown devices," said the Belgian
captain, who was player of the match.

After a few moments of puzzlement
among media, De Bruyne quickly clarified.

"I was more thinking about the fact that
there are lots of younglads comingin,” he said.

"T've been playing for this team for the past
10 years now and I've got knowledge to share
with them but I haven't really thought about
whether it's the end of the road for me here.

"Idon'treally like thinking about whenI'm
going to be retiring or my future,” he added.

Pace duo key for a Head start

TRYST WITH TRAVIS

Seamers — left-armers from over the stumps and right-handers
from around — have exploited Travis Head’s weakness against good
and fuller length balls seaming away from him. Perhaps something
India can. Here are a few instances:

BOWLED BY NAVEEN-UL-HAQ: The
ball from the right-hander around the
stumps swung into him. Head shaped
for the waft over the bowler’s head.
But he could not reach the pitch of the
ball; more crucially he did not account
for the marginal away seam
movement. A combination of both
beat his swipe.

BOWLED BY JOFRA ARCHER: This
time, he moved away from the stumps
to the leg-side, as he had the previous
ball, cleared his front leg and looked to
launch the ball over covers. But the
off-cutter from England quick gripped
off the surface, cut away from him,
beat him with the lack of pace and the
ball clattered the stumps.

BOWLED BY MITCHELL STARC: It
was the dream ball during SRH vs KKR
in the IPL from a left-handed seamer
to aleft-handed batsman. The ball
curved in the air, luring him to drive
down the ground, before bending
away (this was swing) to blast the
stump. Yet again, his non-existent
front-foot stride beautified the ball.
Head realised he had made a mess of
his judgment, but there was no
wriggle room.

Openers David Warner and Head (their top
two run-getters), blasters Marcus Stoinis and
Glenn Maxwell have shouldered much of their
batting burden. Surges of inspiration have been
rare and collective performances rarer.
Onasimilarvein, bowlers have struggled to
put on a concerted show. Pat Cummmins’s hat-
tricks in successive games have masked the
frugal returns of Mitchell Starc and Josh
Hazlewood (three wickets each, economy rates
of 7.88 and 6.55, respectively). Part-timers
Glenn Maxwell and Stoinis have often chimed
in with wickets, but Cummins and Adam
Zampa have often feltisolated. Sloppy fielding
and catching have confounded the audience

BOWLED ARSHDEEP SINGH: Like
the Starc ball in the IPL qualifier, it
curved into him, swung away and
skidded to hit the stumps. But as
beautiful as the ball was, his feet were
static, and he reached out for the ball
with just his hands. This was an
instance when he was not looking to
attack and still got bowled.

CDHAWAN B: ARSHDEEP: This time,
he tried to smack the bowler out of
the park. The ball was full and wide,
but Arshdeep’s away swing did the
trick. He lost his shape, failed to get
half a decent connection and sliced
the ball a little behind mid-off. Again,
the same old flaws,

as much as the adversaries. The usual spark
has gone AWOL.

But for all their failings, Rohit Sharma and
Co would not be conceited in believing that
they could just turn up and send them packing
home. Rather, they are all too familiar with the
steel and defiance of Australians, the match-
winners in the midst, and of course Head.
Despite his flaws (and many others), he has
prospered, which should warn forewarn
India’s seamers. They could relive his away-
seamer nightmare, just as Head could make
India rekindle their own old nightmares too.
This sets up a suspenseful contest, unexpected
though it was. Thanks largely to Afghanistan.

Sreeja does the
double; wins

singles, doubles
WTT titles

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

JUNE 23
SREEJA AKULA created
history at the WTT
Contender in Lagos on
Sunday by becoming

the first Indian to
clinchasinglestitleata
Contender level.
Impressively, she also
won the women'’s doubles title, becoming
the first Indian to win two titles at the same
event at this level of World Table Tennis
events.

With her singles triumph, Sreeja is set to
reach a career-high ranking of World No. 25,
becoming the highest-ranked Indian,
leapfrogging Manika Batra, who has been
India’s top female paddler for the majority
of the last few years. Sreeja had already once
gone past Batra earlier this year.

It was also the first time that India won a
men’s doubles title after the Surat duo of
Harmeet Desai and Manav Thakkar beat lo-
cal favourites Azeez Solanke and Olajide
Omotayo 3-0(11-8, 11-9, 11-8).

In the first final of the day, Sreeja com-
bined with her Paris Olympics teammate
Archana Kamath to thrash compatriots Diya
Chitale and Yashaswini Ghorpade 3-0(11-9,
11-6, 12-10) in the women’s doubles final.

You could sense that Sreeja was ina hurry
to finish off the doubles final knowing that
she had to a tricky women’s singles final to
play next. But against Ding Yijie, her 16-year-
old Chinese opponent who is ranked outside
the top 500, Sreeja fought back from a game
down to absolutely dominate the match and
clinch the title with a 4-1 win (10-12, 11-9,
11-6,11-8, 11-6).

Paris-bound Sreeja has been in phenom-
enal formin both singles and doubles. In sin-
gles, her 5-game win over Sutirtha
Mukherjee in which she calmly saved three
match points in the deciding game was
mighty impressive. Her doubles partnership
with Archana is important since they will
most likely be the doubles pairing at the Paris
Olympics in the women's team event. It's the
first time India have qualified for the men
and women’s team events at the Olympics
and this WTT tournament was part of their
preparation camp under recently-appointed
head coach Massimo Costantini.
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