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MLA’s kin held for :

running over biker |

nephew of NCP (Ajit Pa-

Awar) MLA Dilip Mohite
Patil was arrested late Satur-
day after acar with himat the
wheel fatally struck a 18-vear-
old biker head-on while over-
taking a van at a bend on a
narrow stretch in Pune. PT

Af stun Aus with
21-run win at T20 WC

fehanistan

clash in Kingstown. P17

2 teens, mom killed
in Gzb gas-leak fire

woman and her two tee- :
nage daughters died and :
four others suffered grievo- :
usburns whenagascylinder :
leak trigeered a fireina hou- :

se in Ghaziabad Sunday P3

13-yr-old detained
for IGI bomb hoax

13-vear-old boy was detai- :
ned for sending a bomb
hoax email to IGI airporton
7. He was “inspired” :
by a similar incident invol- :

June 1

ving another child. P6

2 drown clicking
selfies on boat

J l wo teenagers drowned in

the Ganga while clicking
selfies on a boat while anot- :
her managed to swim tosafe-
ty in Uttar Pradesh’s Rae Ba- !

relidistrict. P7

Saturday :
[Apenned history in the :
T20 World Cup 2024, as they :
defeated Australia by 21 :
runs intheirsecond Super8 :

Only 813 of 1,563 who got grace
-~ marks take NEET-UG re-exam

Others Opt For
Old Scores
Minus Grace

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Only 52%, or 813,
of the 1,563 candidates in seven
centres who got grace marks
due to ‘loss of time' in the NE-

17 MORE BARRED FROM NEET, TOTAL 110

63 from other parts of India

» 2 govt teachers linked to pvt
coaching class in Latur, Maha,
detained for questioning

» 17 from Bihar barred from taking
NEET-UG over ‘malpractices’. Total
now 110, including 30 from Godhra &

» CBI files FIR on ‘irregularities’ in
NEET-UG. Teams in Patna & Godhra,
where paper leak cases were filed

No one has a clue

when the exam
will be held next. My son
quit his job to prepare
for a year. Now, he isn't
sure whether to start
working again or wait
for fresh dates

=K MAGESWARA RAD, WHOSE
SON TRAVELLED 200KM FOR
MEET=PG TEST IN ANDHRA

» EDIT PAGE: Examine
Our Exam-Nation

> ABVP: Explain sudden
NEET-PG postponement, P &

> Oppn, BJP ally PMK slam
Centre for NEET mess, P9

ET-UG took the retest on Sun-
day, officials said. Others have
opted for their original scores
minus grace marks.

In Chandigarh, where two
candidates had registered for
the retest, neither turned up.

At the Jhajjar centre, which
was under the scanner as seve-
ral high rankers had emerged
frrom there, 287 of the 494 can-
didates took the retest.

A senior NTA official said,
“While the overall attendance

Amid ‘darknet’ threat, NTA
experiences a meltdown

New Delhi: National Testing
Agency (NTA) 1s experiencing
a meltdown, with staff unsure
about safe delivery of any ex-
am due to the ‘darknet’ threat,
reports Manash Gohain. De-

kIndia needs flexible exam
system like SAT: Pradhan, P9

spite the challenges, there is
still an expectation to conduct
and announce results on time
to prevent delays in the acade-
mic calendar, which managed
to get back on track last year
after Covid-19 disruptions.
Another major concern is kee-

ping the agency together amid
rumours of officials on depu-
tation looking to leave.

Veteran staff members be-
lieve that whether exams are
computer-based or offline, it
will be difficult to regain confi-
dence until the agency’s funda-
mentals are regrouped.

NTAhashadtocancel three
national-level tests, including
two — NCET for ITEP & UGC-
NET — after the exams were
held. CSIR-UGC-NE'T was post-
poned days before the exam.

»Big shake-up in tech, P9

for Sunday’s retest was 52%,
there were 291 candidates who
appeared in Chhattisgarh, one
in warat, 287 in Haryana,
and 234 in Meghalava.”

P17 from Bihar barred, P 9

After waste 0

money, fear of

Ayantika.Pal @timesgroup.com

New Delhi/Noida: Wasted
time, wasted effort, wasted
money, butaboveall, gnawing
fear of a wasted vear:

On the morning they were
prepared to write an exam that
would determine the course of
their medical careers and the
rest of their lives, scores of
candidates huddled in agony
around small notices pasted on
boards outside their centres
that said the NEET-PG had be-
en postponed and would be
“notified at the earliest™.

Ayantika F'al.

CBIl team probmg
UGC-NET leak
attacked in Bihar

for impostors, leading to four
arrests, reports Kshitiz.

This is the first reported as-
sault on investigators of re- :
cent paper leak cases in the

state, officialssaid. Theattack
occurred when the team, in-
cluding a woman constable,

reached Kasiyadih village for
:  pressing hope that he will
: handle the responsibilities
: with :
: 0On May 7, Mayawati had re-

. moved Akash from his roles
:  dueto“lack of maturity™.P7

the probe. The team's vehicles
were alsodamaged. P8

ftime effort &

AW '1sted year

Neha Tabassum from Jammu reads
the NEET-PG postponement notice
outside her Noida centre on Sunday

NEET-PG was announced by
govt late Saturday night.

» Girl travels 600km, P 9

blast in Sukma

Kejriwal moves
SC after HC stay
on bail order

{ ‘hief minister Arvind
sKejriwal has moved Su-
preme Court against Delhi
HC's interim stay on a trial

i court’s order granting him
: bail in a money-laundering :
:  case linked to the alleged ex-
:  cisescam. The AAPnational
: convener could have walked
: out of Tihar Jail on Friday
: had HC not granted the inte-
_ '.l.. CBlteam investigatingthe :

. V\UGC-NET leak case was :
attacked on Saturday in Bi- :
har's Nawada by villagers :
who allegedly mistook them :

rimrelief toED.P3

Maya reinstates
nephew as her
political heir
I ) .SP supremo Mayawati re-
Jinstated Sunday her nep-

:  hew Akash Anand asthena- :
: tional coordinator and her :

successor in the party, ex-

“maturity” this time.

2 CoBRA men
killed in Maoist

'wo  personnel from

CRPF's CoBRA unit we-

: rekilled ina Maoist IED ex-
:  plosion in Silger region of
:  SukmaonSunday. The blast
. was so powerful that it blew
The decision to postpone :
. de and hurled the truck se-
:  veral feet in the air. Twelve
: securitymen have died in
- Maoist attacks this yvear. PT

acrater 40ft long and 30ft wi-

Now, Prajwal’s brother
Suraj, a JD(S) MLC,
held for unnatural sex

4th From Gowda
Clan To Be Booked
For Assault, Kidnap

Shrinivas.M@timesgroup.com

Hassan: Former PM HD De-
ve Gowda’s grandson and JD
(S) member of the legislative
council (MLC) Suraj Revan-
na was arrested Sunday on
charges of unnatural sex,
wrongful confinement and
criminal intimidation.

Suraj (37), the eldest son
of former minister HD Re-
vanna, is the fourth member
of the Gowda family to face
serious allegations after his
father, mother Bhavani Re-

Std deduction under new

Suraj Revanna is taken into
custody in Hassan on Sunday

vanna, and 34-year-old brot-
her Prajwal Revanna. For-
mer Hassan MP Prajwal was
arrested over three weeks
ago in connection with an al-
leged sex scandal.

»CID gets bro case, P 18

[-T regime may be raised

T he finance ministry is as-

sessing the possibility of
raising the standard deduc-
tion limit for taxpayers un-
der the new regime, without
tinkering with the exemp-
tion-laced older regime, re-
ports Sidhartha. As NDA
govt readies to present its
first budget of its third term,
it is unlikely to undertake
majortweaksin capital gains
mechanism. There have been
suggestions to alien the hol-
ding period across asset clas-
ses but govt may not be incli-
ned todisturb thesystem. P13

LS to meet today
amid row over
pro tem speaker

he row over appointment

of Bhartruhari Mahtabas
pro tem speaker is likely to
cast a shadow over the first
sessionof the 18th LS starting
Monday Row over NEET-UG
and cancellation of other
tests isset todominate procee-
dings after the first two davs
when new MPs will take oath.
It will be followed by Speaker
election on June 26. PT

India’s semiconductor
industry to face 300,000

professionals shortage

by 2027

hlnﬁf Ahead T@h Growth.

Source: MINT - Indian Business and
Financial Daily Newspaper
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New Programmes to be introduced from 2024-2025

COMPUTER SCIENCE & APPLIED MATHEMATICS

The prospective candidates aspiring for admission in
Vivekananda Institute of Professional Studies-Technical
Campus may refer to GGSIP University website
www.ipu.ac.in for detailed admission procedures on a
day-to-day basis.

IIT Guwahati

IIT Kanpur Training Programme — 39 Students
lIT Guwahati Training Programme - 42 Students

MOU WITH liTs
AND INDUSTRY

— Academia

Industry

SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING &
TECHNOLOGY

PROGRAMMES OFFERED

B.TECH

CSE (CYBER SECURITY)

A w

ORI ]

[ PURSUIT OF PERFECTION

VIVEKANANDA INSTITUTE
OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES
TECHNICAL CAMPUS

Affiliated to GGSIP University, Delhi;
Approved by AICTE
An [SO S001:2015 Certified Institution

& b J
naac GraDe A++’ iINsTITUTION

INTERNSHIP - 2024

ITs and Esteemed Government Organisations

IIT Jodhpur | IIT Mandi | IIT Kanpur | IIT Guwahati

Defence Research and Development Organization (DRDOQ)
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MEITY)

NESAC (Shillong)

TG ELE
Nextup Robotics | NTPC Ltd.

Nasscom | Infosys | Wipro | Britannia
CETPA (TCS ION) | Datavinci | Digiup | GSoC
GMR Airport | House of Couton Pvt. Ltd.

Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL)
Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS)
IDEA Lab GGSIPU

| Neural Niti Pvt. Ltd.
| EOC Noida

OctaNet Services | SISL Infotech | Zero Up

HANDS ON

SOPHISTICATED LABS

AU-Block (Outer Ring Road), Pitampura, Delhi-110034

INDUSTRY ORIENTED
ACADEMIC RESEARCH

2 : : : : :
LATEST SOETWARES PROCURED E Close ’[G.HEIICIEI“pUI‘ Bac{ll Mor Metro Station (0.5 Km}.and Plt‘ampur? Metro Station (1 Km)
ARM (ARMOSGOLD | VIVADO ML —— 7 Website: www.vips.edu | https://engineering.vips.edu
> : i :
ED. FL TERM LICENSE) ‘ ENTERPRISE EDITION ‘ STANDARD BUNDLE Phone: +91 (11) 27343401/02/03 | E-mail: vipsedu@vips.edu




| SAY NO GALGOTIAS
TO PASSIVE

oaeoe . active)
& EMBRACE eo[ -

ACTIVE
_ LEARNING Ecosystem

NJ

9

Active Learning in progress at the iOS Development Centre
powered by Apple & Infosys at Galgotias University.

Apply Today for Career Focussed 2024-25 UG/PG/DIPLOMA/Ph.D. Programmes

U G PTUQTHMS * B.Sc. (Hons ) Computer Science (Data Science)e School of Business » B.Sc. Food Science and Dietetics» * BA Film Production anld Theatres
» B.5c (Hons.) Computer Science » BBA- + B.Sc. (Hons.) Forensic Science with specialization in *  BA Strategic Communication=
(Game Design and Development)«  BBA Aviation Management- Questioned Documents and Fingerprints+ 2 IE_'rl.Ec.lL'ZH}Efna - _
Schuu' of Computing Science & Engmggnng « BCAs * BBA Business Analytics . + B.Sc. (Hons ) Forensic Science with specialization in School of Hospitality & Tourism
B.Tech in Computer Science and Engineering « BCA in Industry Oriented Specialization *  BBA in Banking, Financial Services and Insurance+ Forensic Biology and Serology* TR * Bachelor of Hotel Management
(NBA Accredited) _ (Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning)+ » BBA Logistics and Supply Chain Management » B.Sc. (Hons.) Forensic Science with specialization in «  B.Sc. Hotel Managements
B.Tech in Computer Science and Engineering « BCA in Industry Oriented Specialization * BBA Marketing and Automobile Management- Forensic Toxicology and Explosives=
(Data Science) (Cloud Computing and Virtualization)s * BBA Financial Investment Analysis+ » B.Sc. (Hons.) Forensic Science with specialization in Schnul of Design
» B.Tech in Computer Science and Engineering «  BCA in Industry Oriented Specialization * BBA (Tourism & Travel)« Cyber and Mullimedia Forensics» Bachelor of Design (Fashion Design)
(Cyber Security and Digital Forensic) (Compds Mok seel Cybir Secuyo * BBA Digital Marketing » B.Sc. (Hons.) Forensic Science with specialization in (In Association with T-Series)
B.Tech in Computer Science and Engineering . BCA P R R e e "y * Integrated MBA (BBA with MBA) Forensic Physics and Ballistics» + Bachelor of Design (Interior Design)
(Business Analytics and Optimization) in Incustry Oriented Specialization + B.Sc. (Hons.) Forensic Sciences » Bachelor of Design in Advertising, Graphics
B.Tech in Computer Science and Engineering (Data Analytics)- o S:hunl of Liberal Education +  B.Sc. Healthcare and Clinical Researche & Web Design o ,
(Computer Network and Cyber Security) * BCA s "1":"_13“'.!r Drmpted_ﬂp&mahzatmn BA {Hons.) Paychology+ « B.Sc. Medical Biotechnology+ = B.Sc. Fashion Design (In Association with T-Series)
« B.Tech in Computer Science and Engineerin ( Multimedia and Animation)- + BA (Hons.) Economics» *+ B.Sc. Clinical Nutrition & Dieteticss ; ;
p g g : :
(Data Analytics) - Integrated BCA + MCA * BA (Hons,) English » B.Sc. Healthcare and Hospital Management« School of Vocational Education
+ B.Tech in Computer Science and Engineering * BA{Hons.) Political Science- * Integrated B.Sc. and M.Sec. Forensic Science » Bachelor of Vocation in Telecom
(Cyber Security) School of Engineering + BA{Hons.) Sociology* _ - Bachelor of Vocation in Electronic Manufacturing
B.Tech in Computer Science and Engineering Department of Civil Engineering * BA(Hons.) Liberal Arts : School of Agriculture +  Bachelor of Vocation in Agriculture Processing
(Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning) « B.Tech in Civil Engineering * B.Sc. (Hons. with Research) Economics » B.5c. (Hons.) Agriculture ) Efj:}f;‘:;i:: r::i?:uﬁ;é?egmphm Design &
» B.Tech in Computer Science and Engineering » B.Tech (Hons.) in Civil Engineering (Smart Cities) . . -
: . : . lor of V
(Gaming Technology) o School of Finance & Commerce School of Law - Bachelor s Veonin i Eﬁiﬁia'n'g“a"n"d“m
B.Tech in Computer Science and Engineering Department of Electrical Electronics and Communication * B.Lom, (Hons,)s ; . ; »  Bachelor of Law (LLB) (Hons.) Construction Technology
(Cloud Computing and Virtualization) T «  B.Com. (Hons.) International Accounting and Finance+ S ) 4 BA +LLB (H 2 o ;
: : - Engineerin b 7 : ntegrate (Hons.) Bachelor of Vacation in Food Processin
B.TechinC tar G dE - g » B.Com (Hons.) Applied Finance and Analyticss i e !
{F' ;t_l-r.:S t;;nk '[J]E.rplll er cn:;me and Engineering * B.Tech in Electronics and Communication Engineering v B.Com {Hnns-} ER ol L e « Integrated BBA +LLB (Hons.) » Bachelor of Vocation in Hospitality and Tounsm
ull Stack Developmen X G (NBA Accredited) - ' »  Bachelor of Vocation in Automobile Manufacturing
* B.Tech in Computer Science and Engineering B Tooh i Eleciratics and Communication Evi - Bachelor of Vocation in Logistics Management
: - . B gineering School of Basic Sciences thuul of Allied Health Sciences Sl iy =t
Eqi?-nng{zﬂs:ﬁ:;n;mmtmn Systems and (Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning) + B S0, (Hone.) Chmictrys Bachelor of Physiotherapy » Bachelor of ".I'::callm in Banking and Financial
» B.Techin Eﬂmpguter Science and Engineering * B.Tech in Electrical Engineering N + B.Sc. (Hons.) Mathematics» * B.Sc. Medical Lab Technology g-::ﬂﬁ?tfr ?:-ﬂl'nncsat:zzﬁﬁﬁ Medical Lab Technology
(Internet of Things and Cyber Security Including * B.Tech in Electrical Engineering (Electric Vehicle) * B.Se. (Hons.) Physics * Bachelor of Optometry » Bachelor of Vocation in Health Care Management
Block Chain Technology) « B.Tech in Electrical and Electronics Engineering + B.Sc. (General) PCM: * B.Sc. Cardiovascular Technology + Bachelor of Vocation {Multimedia and Viseal
* B.Tech in Computer Science and Engineering * B.Tech Electronics Engineering *..-Bachelors M. Medical Radiclogy ard Communication) in association with Ecole Intuit Lab
(Artificial Intelligence) (VLS! Design and Technology) School of Biological and Life Sciences g ik Sl +Bachelor of Vocation (Multimedia and Digital Product
+ B.Tech in Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning *  B.Tech Electronics and Communication B.Sc. (General) ZBC+ A ¥ Design) in association with Ecole Intuit Lab
+  B.Tech. in Artificial Intelligence and Data Science (Advanced Communication Technology) o * B.Sc. (Hons.) Biomedical Sciences school of Medical and Allied Sciences « Bachelor of Vocation (Multimedia and Game Art and
+ B.Tech in Computer Science and Engineering - + B.Tech in Electronics and Communication Engineering - + B.Sc. (Hons.) in Microbiology+ Design) in association with Ecole Intuit Lab
. : : * Bachelor of Pharmacy (Approved by Pharmacy g
(For Working Professionals Only)ee (For Working Professionals Only)e« « B.Sc. (Hons.) in Zoology» C il of India) (NBA Aceredited
»  B.Sc. (Hons.) Biochemistry+ ouncil of India) ( credited) *For selected 3 Year Und duat
School of Computer Applications & Department of Mechanical Engineering * B.Sc. (Hons.) Biological Science: . b ] AT PR,
Technol » B.Tech Mechanical Engineering (NBA Accredited) * B.Sc. (Hons.) Biotechnology- School of Nursing . : . you have the option to continue for 4th year
ogy _ T e ekt ol P s e i » B.Sc. in Nursing (Approved by Indian Nursing Council) to obtain an Honours with Research Degree.
B.Sc. (Hons.) Computer Sciences Tech Mechanical Engineering with specialization in School of Bi dical Sci
i : : ; “Vehi i chool of clomedaical sclences : ol o . . . . .
+ B.Sc. (Hons.) Computer Science (Cloud Computing)» ) El‘;'r"hr'l“r!‘fﬁ ﬁ ‘!'"'!t':“r':ér“”.'”s "'rf’h":"ﬁ . B.Tech in Biotechnology School of Media & Communication Studies "Classes will be held in Evening and
B.5¢. (Hons.) Computer Science (Cyber Security)s [Fﬂff"m mﬁ;:;;;ﬂ?f::ﬁ:gﬁﬂn A Tech in Food Technology *  BA Journalism and Mass Communication on Saturdays & Sundays

B.Tech in Biomedical Engineering

PG Programs . Post-Graduate Diploma in Forensic Biology Diploma Programs o _ -
School of Liberal Education and Serology _ _ o « Diploma in Erﬂml}l..ltﬂl Science & Engineering
. : . . « MA in Psychology Post-Graduate Diploma in Forensic Ballistics : _ : (Data Analytics)
School of Computing Science & Engineering i * Post-Graduate Diploma in Multimedia Forensics School of Medical and Allied Sciences +  Diploma in Electric Engineering (Electric Vehicle)
* M.Tech :Il'l Data Eﬂi'E'ﬂ'EE_ . . « MAin Eﬂgllﬂh «  Post-Graduate Dlplﬂrnﬂ in [:'!fhfl and Dlgltal Forensics . D;p[ﬂma i} Pharmacr {DphﬂrIﬂ} .Iﬂl.PFII"I:I'i'Ed hr- FI'IEII'I'I-EE? . D|Pl.nma in E!Eﬂtriﬂ Engineering EHEHEWHHE EnErgy}
* MTech in Computer Science Engineering «  MA in Political Science . Council of India » Diploma in Electronics & Communication Engineering
. HEEE‘JT:I:;:E:E ?ﬁ:ﬁ.ﬁﬂiﬁfﬁiﬁi - MAin Sociology EEEEET of Education + Diploma in Mechanical Engineering
= MA Politi d International relati * B - « Di i ' ineer i i
. Tk b ke S oot AT i bl e Schoolof Polytechnic Sohome ool et i o4
Liﬂ}rl Wﬁ[klgu mefﬁsé?:ﬂﬂlﬁ DEM,' Mo o »  Diploma in Computer Science & Engineering i DiEIuma i o Engin&eﬁng?
*  M.Tech in Computer Science Engineering- Artificia : o " . D : i I,
Intelligence & Machine Leaming - School of Media & Communication Studies 5{!|100| of Law mﬂﬂma klré E:urn;;_bulte}r Science & Engineering +  Diplona in Electrical Engineefing
(For Working Erofessionals Only)es *  MA in Journalism and Mass Communication Master of Law (LLM) in Constitutional Law REIWOm DRSNS e
- M.8¢. Cinema and Governance * Diploma in Computer Science & Engineering School of Allied Health Sci
hial ot Apoli % Technol * Master of Law (LLM) in Corporate Law (Web Designing) chool of Allied Heaith Sciences
Sl: ool of Computer Applications & Technology Schacl of Fliance & Convnerce * Master of Law (LLM) in Criminal Law & Criminal Justice * Diploma in Computer Science & Engineering * Yoga instructor Course (YIC)
M.Sc. Computer Science o TG * Master of Law (LLM) in Environmental Law (Cloud Computing & IT Infrastructure) » Diploma in Advanced Music Therapy
Egi (Industry Oriented Specialization in Web « Master of Finance and Control : I'r:asier '}; taw E:::::} o :-nteilec;ul? : Pm?ﬂ? L.?Tw | * Diploma in Computer Science & Engineering (Al & ML)
' = Master of Law in Law and Emerging Technology
Designing & Security) _ .
* MCA (Industry Oriented Specialization in Cloud School of Agriculture School of Allied Health Sciences Certificate Programs
Computing] »  M.Sc. (Agriculture) Agronom
*  MCA (Industry Oriented Specialization in Computer - M.Sc. {Agricuiture}l E?.,t,:,m._ﬂg:m, 2 Ea’:‘:‘:nmégrﬂd?ﬁ::i%[ Fadlivaio
Network & Cyber Security) « M.Sc. (Agriculture) Soil Science . M.Sc in Medical Lab Technology o Certificate course in Social Media Crimes - Certificate course in Forensic photography
MCA (Industry Oriented Specialization in Artificial + M.Sc. (Hort.) Fruit Science W - . « Certificate course in Advanced crime « Certificate course in Graphology and
Intelligence & Machine Leaming) M.5c. in Medical Laboratory Technology ;i -
iy {5: i Dibanted Sad ? tion Clinical Biochemistry scene management personality profiling
s AEE'L;;B]S[]I rlented Speciafization in School of Basic Sciences *  M.Sc. in Medical Laboratory
= M.5c. in Physics Technology-Clinical Microbiology - . . -
o - VS0, in Clienishry o MG i Wiecical Laboratory Teoheiclogy-Patfioiogy For Ph.D. Programs visit our website to review the complete list of programs
Ds:ptzﬂeﬁfuﬁgﬂrsnz?nﬁﬁng e M.SC. in Mathematics v ﬁﬁ;:&?;:m' Laboratory Technology-Clinical
: ; : ; = M.Sc. in Sustainabilit
. M.Tecg in Geatenhnlmal Engineering W SESIAMAITY * M.5c(Yoga Therapy) The Edgﬂ That Sets Us APﬂft
+  M.Tech in Structural Engineering A : ’ : = Master of Physiotherapy (Cardiology)
* M.Tech in Transportation Engineering S‘C:T“EDI :LEI:M-IQIEHI and Life Sciences *  Master of Physiotherapy (Sports Medicine) T O P 5 0 d
M.Tech in Structural Engineering - = S RMEEITICY. +  Master of Physiatherapy (Orthopaedics) in India in INNOVATION
(Far Working Professionals Only)e« * M.Se.in E'Pmﬂ'fla‘ Science «  Master of Physiotherapy (Neuralogy)
M.TEEh in Transpﬂ-l'tatlﬂn EHgiﬂEEFII‘Ig 1, « M5 ."1 Mlmnb|ﬂ!w - Post Graduate [}iplﬂmﬂ 'H'i A.d'l'al'll:f:'!d MUEiC TI'IEI'HF!"" ...........................................................................................................................................................
(For Working Professionals Only)es * M.Sc.in Biochemistry # 9 1 : di # 5 2 . .
_ | * M RN ek School of Medical and Allied Sciences Amongst in India in India
Department of Electrical Electronics and e ) Approved by Pharmacy Council of India (Management Category) - (Pharmacy Categcry]
E"mm“"":'"f“m" Engineering L L : . «  Master of Pharmacy (PRarmaceuliCal CREMESINY] | | s sssa et esm ettt 408ttt
* MTechin Power System Engineering School of Biomedical Sciences « Master of Pharmacy (Pharmaceutics) .
- ?élfﬁf:é"&?ﬁ‘ﬁi’?é‘iiﬂ Engineering 7 WA T CHcil i 4 i + Master of Pharmacy (Pharmacology) By NIRF Ranking 2023 |
; il *  M.5c. In Medical Biotechnology 8 Sy P "y
» M. Tech Electronics EﬂginEErlﬁg = M.5c. in Forensic Sciences S h I f H . L Mniskry of Educafion
VLS! Desi nd Technal 2 : ; : ; o cnool 0 DES'Q“ [‘L"l.TlUNF-L 1METITUT3L'IIH.M_ ﬂﬂ;ﬁ. oy e
. L,TE.;E,islﬂ;inic:;ndngﬂﬁunicatiﬂn gﬁiﬁiiﬁiﬂ‘ gﬁcsunr:aeeﬁ :::[;I Eﬁ‘l?elfil'rzi::;m § » M.Sc. In Fashion Design (In Association with T-Series) gll!qu RANKING FRAMEWDRK : A
(Advanced Communication Technology) «  M.Se. Forensic Science with alizationin:. ™ |l i R R
* M.Tech in_F‘nwer System Engineering - Furensiﬂrgir::l:ncgygnd EE,,;m:ypm Lol
(Far Warking Professionals Only)+ = M.Sc. Forensic ?cienceﬂwith lspe::ializatiﬂn in TO P 3 in India for fll"l‘lg MAXIMUM PATENTS
: . o Forensic Toxicology and Explosives TU P R AN KED ........................................................................................................................................................
Department of Mechanical Engineering * M.Sc. Forensic Science with specialization in Cyber i : 3
*  M.Tech in Industrial & Production Engineering and Multimedia Forensics o 1 : Grade i N;}:]
M.Tech in Mechanical Engineering »  M.Sc. Forensic Science with specialization in | ! e § g : -
(CAD/CAM & Robotics) Forensic Physics and Ballistics ; L —
= M.Sc. in Food Safety and Quality Assurance Secnaifitation in Firg! Cypi — ; OBE RANKINGS 2022 : Efg?ﬂfnaléﬁﬁnﬁmw
School of Business « M.Sc. in Industrial Biotechnology U J
= MBA in Dual Specialization (NBA Accredited) *+ M.5c in Food Science and Dietetics
+  MBA (Aviation Management) * M.5c. in Healthcare and Clinical Research
+  MBA in Financial Management . P:;I;Firadualtetﬂiuluma in Questioned Documents th : th : th 5 th
MBA {Logistics and Supply Chain Management) and Fingerprints R k d 1 7 R k d 1 5 R k d 1 3 R k d g
«  MBA Tourizm & Travel Mﬂ.:;agemem s »  Post-Graduate Diplnma in Crime Scene Management a n e a n e a n e a n e
MBA {ﬂlgi_Tbﬂ! Marketing) : Eﬁigﬁﬂﬁiii E:Elgm: 4 :g:ﬁ:z:g ﬁ:;ﬂfgz“f Amongst All India . Amongst Top Private . for providing Top . for Top Research
' MBS ISR Manaderent and Explosives Engineering Institutes i Universities in India : Placements PAN India . Capability PAN India
=
#CetYourSelfPlaced 4 Launchpad for 100+ Promising Startups " . . ; &
www.galgotiasuniversity.edu.in
G ALG OTIAS Swml of our Startups are already

GALGOTIAS
UNIVERSITY

{(Under the Uttar Pradesh Private Universities Act No.12 of 2019)

(‘

INCUBATION CENTRE  Sceretingrevenue incores o rupees +91 9717300418 /+91 9810162221

i +
For Research Innovation Startup and Entrepreneur Over 30 Industry Partnerships & 80+ Mentors

4 :mm:hnupswith invaluable resources +91 9582847072 / +91 120 4370000




v

n
d

IMD predicts

ery light

rain over the

ext seven
ays | 4

R BSES' new
. S CUNDLT plan to ensure
; 39 sﬂ 29 Gﬂ % THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI | MONDAY, JUNE 24, 2024 (MODERATE uninterrupted
: ® ‘ ® * CATEGORY) power SUDDIF
MAXIMUM MINIMUM With 29 recent deaths,

FORECAST» Partly cloudy sky. Max and min temp on
Monday would be around 39 and 30°C

SUNSET 7.23 PM (MON)
SUNRISE 5.25 AM (TUE)

MOONSET 6.13 AM (TUE)
MOONRISE 5.04 PM (MON)

IMES CITY

BB

Delhi's heatwave toll
mounts to 275 | 4

148

even if there
ISasnag|6

CM moves SC against HC’s ‘Teachers with 10 yrs of service in one
school must apply for transter online

interim stay on bail order

New Delhi: Chief minister Arvind Kej-
riwal has moved Supreme Court aga-

inst Delhi High Court’s interim

atrial court’s order grantinghimbailin
a money-laundering case linked to the

alleged excise scam.
The high court on Friday pau
releaseof the chief minister

stay on

the order for two-three days as it wanted
to go through the entire case records.
Italsoissuedanoticeto Kejriwal see-
king his response to the EI)'s plea chal-
lenging the trial court’s June 20 order,

by which he was granted bail. The court

sed the

after the trial court granted
him bail on June 20,

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) national convenor,
who was arrested by Enforce-
ment Directorate on March
21, could have walked out of
Tihar Jail on Friday had the
high court not granted the in-
terim relief to the federal an-

ti-money launderingagency.  Arvind Kejriwal

“Till the pronouncement

of this order, the operation of the im-
pugned order shall remain stayed,” ava-
cation bench of the high court said and
asked the parties tofile written submis-

sions by June 24.

The high court said it was reserving

Praying For Rain — Or Not: Spectre Of
Waterlogged Streets Looms Yet Again

had listed the plea for hearingon July 10.

In its bail order, the trial
court had held that prima fa-
cie, Kejriwal's guilt was vet
tobeestablishedand that ED
had failed to furnish direct
evidence linking him to the
proceeds of crime in the mo-
ney-laundering case.

The excise policy was
scrapped in 2022 after lieute-
nant governor ordereda CBI
probe into alleged irregula-
rities and corruption invol-

ving its formulation and execution.
Accordingto EDand Central Bureau

of Investigation, irregularities were

committed while modifving the policy

and undue favours extended to the

licence holders. eri

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The Directorate of
Education in a circular has stated
that all govt schoolteachers who
have completed 10 years continuo-
usly in the same school mustapply
for an online transfer by going for
the maximum number of choices.
If ateacher doesn'tapply online,
they will be transferred to any scho-
ol as per the official requirement.
“Online applications are invi-
ted for transfer from all categories
of teachers, except guest teachers,
vocational teachers and contract
teachers. All teachers are required
to apply on the proforma available
on the departmental website. The
interested feachers are advised to
give choices in the order of their
preferences,” said the circular da-
ted June 1l and issued by deputy di-
rector of education Sushita Biju.
“All the teachers who have
completed 10 years continuously

The circular stated that in
the case of mutual
consent transfers, both
teachers would have to
apply compulsorily online
and should be of the same
subject and gender

in the same school shall compul-
sorily apply online vide this circu-
lar for transfer on the basis of mu-
tual or general opting for maxi-
mum number of schools, Such te-
achers who do not apply online
vide this circular, headquarters
on its own will transfer them to
any school as per official require-
ment,” the circular said.

It added that all the manual
transfer applications received in
thisdirectorate till date may be trea-
ted as null and void after 1ssuing the
circularregarding online transfers.

The circular stated that in the

case of mutual consent transfers,
both teachers would have to apply
compulsorily online and should
be of the same subject and gender
(except-in co-ed schools where
gender restriction is not applicab-
le). Once transfer is done on this
basis, both teachers will not be eli-
oible for change for two vears.

Ajay Veer Yadav, general secre-
tary of GovtSchools Teacher's Asso-
ciation, Delhi, said: “We met directo-
rate of education after the circular
was issued, making it compulsory
for all govt schoolteachers who have
completed 10 years continuously in
the same school to apply for an onli-
ne transfer. We have been assured
that no teacher will be harassed.”

Yadav added: “We are happy
that our demand for the removal of
a problematic provision empowe-
ring the head of school for transfer-
ring two teachers from schools has
been accepted and implemented by
the directorate of education.”

Despite Starting Early, Agencies Struggling To Meet Deadlines As Monsoon Approaches
CHALLENGES REMAIN

Vibha Sharma &
Siddhanta Mishra | Tun

New Delhi: The pre-monso-
on showers hit Delhi on Fri-
day, but govt agencies are
still struggling to meet tar-
gets for cleaning the major
drains across the city, with
implications for waterlog-
ging and flooding in the city.

Delhi govt’s irrigation &
flood control department,
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi, New Delhi Municipal
Council and Delhi Develop-
ment Authority need an ad-
ditional week to finish their
tasks, while the Public
Works Department may re-
quire a couple of more days
to complete clearing drains
of silt, having completed
85% of the targeted work.

PWD  manages 1,037
storm water drains along its
1,400 km road network. De-
spite starting the desilting
work earlier this vear, the
agency is still facing delavs.
"We are trying our best to
complete the work of desil-
ting by next week in the ma-
jority of places. But there
will be slight delays in some
zones for various reasons,”
said a PWD official.

In the 22 major drains
that have their outlets in ri-
ver Yamuna, barely 50% of
the desilting has been done
in some locations, though
others have seen 70% of the
work done. Delhi High Court
has earlier expressed con-
cern at the city's prepared-
ness for the monsoon season
and instructed the Chief Se-
cretary to establish a single
agency responsible for over-
seeing the managementof 22
major drains inthecity.

Meanwhile, residents ha-
ve doubts about the authori-
ties' claims of having met
85% of the desilting target
because they have hardly se-
en silt dumped on the roadsi-
des, unlike in previous years.

Photos: Jatin Kumar, Rajesh Mehta

94% of the targeted volume of
78,062 tonnes.
Raja Igbal Singh, leader of
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irrigation and flood
control dept, including
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the opposition in MCD, stated,
"So far 94% of work has been
done and it will take another
week to 10 days to meet the
Phase [ target. MCD had initi-
ally set May 30 as the deadline
for completing the desilting
worlk, which was extended to
June 15. However, even after
not meeting the two deadl-
nes, AAP in MCD is simply en-
suring arrangements to deal
with waterlogging.”

MEK Gupta of S Block, Gre-
ater Kailash I, said, "We have
two agencies that are involved
in desilting in our area. On
Hansraj Gupta Marg, PWDdo-
es desilting, and for colony
drains., we have written to
MCD's maintenance depart-
ment. Till now, there's no ac-
tion. If it rains heavily, our lo-
cality will be waterlogged.”

TIMES Special

NDMC set a target for re-
moving 2,000 cubic metres of
silt, and has cleared 1,400 cu-
bic metres so far. "Most of
our drainage falls into the
Kushak nullah and Sunheri
Pul nullah. While desilting is
in progress at all places, we
have arranged 99 (fixed
pumps, 62 temporary and cle-
aned 8,704 bell mouths to en-
sure no water logging hap-
pens,” said NDMC vice-cha-
irman Satish Upadhyay,

I&FC manages all the ma-
jor drains. including the lar-
gest Najafgarh drain that is
approximately 57km long and
directly enters the Yamuna.

“There are approximately
15 lakh tonnes of silt accumu-
lated in these drains, which is
equivalent to roughly one-
sixth of the total legacy waste
at the Ghazipur landfill site.
Of the 15, more than 10 lakh
tonnes have already been re-

moved from major drains,”
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(Gas leak sparks blaze
in Gzb house, woman
and two daughters die

Umesh Kumar
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Avishek.Kumar
@timesgroup.com

owns the house, runs a potato
business in the Sahibabad man-
di. Mukesh and his family had
been living with him for the past
three years.

Chief fire officer Rahul Pal
said since the house was under-
going renovation, all seven oc-
cupants had stored their belong-
INgs 1N ONe room.

“Preliminary investigation
suggests gas started leaking from
the pipe after Bhagmati prepared
lunch earlier in the day When ev-
eryone gathered to eat, she went
to the Kitchen to heat the food. No
sponer did she turn the burner
on, the entire room burst into
flames,” he added. According to
Pal, a huge ball of fire is suspect-
ed to have formed in the house be-
cause the leaking gas had spread
toevery room by then.

Ghaziabad: A 36-year-old wom-
an and her two teenage daugh-
ters died and four others of
their family suffered grievous
burns when a gas cylinder leak
triggered afire ina housein Tila
Mod on Sunday morning. DCP
(trans-Hindon) Nimish Patil
said the fire is believed to have
started at 11.40am and a distress
call was made around noon. But
by the time fire tenders reached
the house, local residents had
doused the flames.

“Yes, the flames were
brought under control by the lo-
cals there. A team of firefighters
and police started a rescue oper-
ation and brought out the occu-
pants, all of whom were critical-
lv injured. Thev were

taken to GTB Hospital
for treatment. where Attn: X1 & X1l Std. Students
thewoman and her two

FREE online <=
daughters succumbed T
to injuries. The others
are undergoing treat-
ment,” headded.

The three who died
were Bhagmati (35)
and her daughters Hi-
mani (18) and Privan-
ka (16). Mukesh Ku-

AVAIL
UPTO

There is a fear of a recurren-
ce of last vear'sflooding.
Gurdeep Singh, who lives
in Ordnance Apartments in
Vikaspuri, said, "The autho-
rities claims of having clea-
ned thedrains isfarcical. Be-
fore the Lok Sabha election,

after silting in PVR Complex
Vikaspuri but even after 20
days no one came to collect
the silt, so we had to appro-
ach the area councillor and
MCD zonal officials for time-
ly action. However, on the
PWD road facing my apart-

ment, the drains weren't un-
clogged. I hope they don't do
anything now since we don’t
want heaps of silt adding to
our monsoon problems.”
Nitin Gupta of Kamla Na-
gar Traders Association clai-
med, "Last vear, due to flooding

our basements were flooded. In
2022, duetothedrainsnotbeing
cleared, we had to get pumps to
flush out water: We fear there
will be the same this vear.”
MCD has already brea-
ched its June 15 deadline for
desilting the major drains. As

of June 20, MCD has comple-
ted desilting of 250 out of 713
drains that are more than 4 ft
deep, with work still in pro-
gress at 434 locations. Accor-
ding to an MCI report, 73,404
tonnes of silt have been remo-
ved from 713 drains, which is

claimed a govt official.

DDA, which has jurisdic-
tion over 382kmdrains in Dwar-
ka, Rohini and Narela, claimed
to have lifted 5,926 tonnes so far.
It also said it had installed
pumps at vulnerable locations
to prevent waterlogging.

mar, Bhagmati's hus-
band; his brother-in-
law Nathuram (55); his
son Ankit (17); and So-
nu (35), Nathuram's

10
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orievous burns.
Nathuram, who
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Saket residents allege land grab, tree cutting in ‘deemed forest’

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Residents of Saket
have alleged that around 500
jhuggis have sprouted on a par-
cel of land, which is a deemed fo-
rest, behind Press Enclave.

The Press Association Co-
operative Group Housing Socie-
tv said that the people in the
illegal cluster have caused con-
siderable harm to the fauna
and flora by *often cutting trees
for firewood and engineering fo-
rest fires to grab more land”.
The association claimed that
they were also burning plastic
and rubber waste.

“Over recent years, this gre-
en belt, the lungs of Saket, has
been encroached up on and was
grabbed by numerous individu-
als residing in over 500 makes-
hiftjhuggis.... These individuals
(are) relieving themselves in the
open, including in and around
the forest, particularly near the
boundary wall of the Press En-
clave colony. This not only crea-

tes a health hazard but is conver-
ting the green forest into a dump
yvard,” the association alleged. It
filed a complaint at Saket police
station on June 20,

A deemed forest is not a notifi-
edorareserve forest. In Delhi, any
area over 2.5 acres with over 100
trees per acre is adeemed forest.

A senijor forest official said:

“We will get this area inspected
and if any violation related to
iree norms is found, action
will be taken. After the inquiry, a
notice will be issued to the land-
owningagency...” Ajay Sud, pre-
gident of the Press Association
Co-operative Group Housing So-
ciety, said: “Theencroachersare
endangering the environment.”

Rakesh Dabas, president of
the federation of RWAs Saket,
said: “The deemed forest... isun-
gafe for residents.”

When TOI visited the site, so-
me of thejhuggisseemed to have
electricity with meters.

In April 2023, the forest and
wildlife department informed
National Green Tribunal that

it had found encroachment in
thearea.

“On the land, some jhuggies
were present behind the Kade-
em Zari Muslim Eidgah, Hauz
Rani village. Plastic, polythene
bags and other material were fo-
und dumped on this land. Howe-
ver, some trees were found to ha-
ve naturally fallen. No burning

Photos: Pival Brhattacharjes
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of plastic, polythene bags or
electric wires was observed.”
the forest department had told
NGT last yearinareport.

NGT later in an order said:
“Unauthorised encroachments
exist.... Following the order dated
14-01-2010 passed by a Delhi court,
DDA has been restrained from ta-
king action with respect to Khas-
raNo.197(5-11)of village Hauz Ra-
ni. However, there is no stay gran-
ted by the court with respect to
Khasra No. 198 of Village Hauz
Raniand DDA hassubmitted that
DDA shall take up the matter with
revenue department.”

DDA didn't respond to queri-
eson the matter:

®

A venture of TIME

Connaught Pace; 9650909690 Dwarks: 49847205 East Delhi:
40046035 East of Kallash: 41012752 Kaly Sarsk: 46014527 Morth
Campus: 45761201 Moida Sec-15: 4310100 Noida Sec-62:
4554468 PRtampura: 45526318, 46573808 Rajouri Garden:
42347132 South Campues: 9313555800 Ghaziabad: 0120-4254250

Lawe Entrance Experts

Attention: Xl / Xll Std. Students!
Join TLIME's comprehensive coaching for

IPM/BBA '25/26

{5 Year Integrated Programme in Management from IiM-Indore /
Rohtak / Ranchij also covering JIPMAT (for 1M Bodhgaya & 1IN Jammu)

= NMIMS NPAT © Symbiosis SET © §t. Xaviers © Christ

75

Pl calls to TLME. students in
IFM AT 2024 (M Incore & Rohtak)

&L ol irg...

Do not miss
Education Times,

a 8-page pullout
with today's issue

. ﬂ F | j E F‘ E
AT S ﬁﬂHﬂn Singh  Adbys Batrd Asshial Jain  Falesho Kumes
IM-Indare NIM=Imd g M- |l e 11M1-kndzra M-I o
Lishta Mandal  Ankit Yaray Arhang Aithul Afith Dhried Kabeg
[IM-Indore iM-Roktak  [IM-Rokiak  [(M-Rokizk  §IM-Aahtak

L
Connaught Place: 9650909890
Dwarka: -;_954:'_3:15 East Delhi:
» W . * 49046935 East of Kailash:
M Aol L 41012752 Kalu Saral: 46014522
North Campus: 45261201 Noida Sec-15: 4310109 Noida Sec-62: 8
Pitampura: 46573898 Rajouri Garden: 42341132 South Campus:
9818559890 Ghaziabad: 0'120-4254250




4

TIMES CITY

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI

MONDAY, JUNE 24, 2024

Rain Keeps Avg Temp Below 40°C, Heatwave Unlikely Till Month-End

Times News NETwoORK

New Delhi: Several parts of
thecityrecordedlightrainon
sunday The maximum tem-
perature remained below 40
degrees Celsius for the se-
cond consecutive day, but the
heat index or feel-like tempe-
rature rose to 53 degrees Cel-
sius as high humidity caused
discomfort to people.

A heatwave 15 unlikely in
Delhi until the month's end,
with India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) predicting ve-
ry light rain over the next se-
ven days. The normal monso-
on onset date for Delhi is June
27. During this summer, Saf-
darjung has recorded 14 heat-
wavedays, the highest number
of suchdaysinatieastidyears.

The maximum tempera-
ture was 39.8 degrees Celsius,
one degree above normal, at
safdarjung on Sunday. Theci-
tv recorded its worst streak
from May 14 to June 21 when
maximum temperature con-
tinuously surpassed 40 deg-
rees Celsius. The spell broke

Fiyal Bhattacharjes
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on Saturday when it touched
39.4degrees Celsius.

Though the maximum
temperature stayed below the
40-degree mark, the high hu-
midity made it uncomfortab-
le asthe heat index was recor-
ded at 53 degrees Celsius as
against 47 degrees Celsius a
day earlier. The humidity le-
vel oscillated between 49%
and 73% 1n the past 24 hours.
IMD has predicted that the

heat index is likely to remain
in the range of 51-53 degrees
Celsius for the next 48 hours.

safdarjung logged ().6mm
rainfall between 8.30am and
5.30pm on Sundav. During the
same period, 6.9 mm rainfall
was recorded at Palam, while
only ‘trace’' was seen at Lodhi
Road. Ridge and Avanagarre-
ceived 0.8mm and 1.2 mm, re-
spectively.

Theminimum temperatu-

re settled at 29.6 degrees Cel-
sius, two degrees above nor-
mal, against 28.6 degrees Cel-
sius on Saturday.

“Verylightrainislikelvto
lash the cityv over the next six
days. There is a possibility of
thunderstorms over the next
few days,” said an IMD offici-
al, adding that heatwave con-
ditions are unlikely till the
month-end.

IMD has sounded a ‘vel-
low' alert for Monday for
thunderstorm accompanied
by wery light rain. Gusty
winds at the speed of 30-40
kmph are expected on Mon-
day. However, the maximum
temperature is likely to stay
around 39 degrees Celsius on
Monday, it may again cross 40
degrees Celsiusfrom Tuesday.

The maximum tempera-
ture is predicted to remain in
the range of 40-42 degrees
Celsiusfrom June 25 to 28 and
it may again dip to 39 degrees
Celsius on June 29. The mini-
mum is likely to hover aro-
und 29-31 degrees Celsius
over the next few days.

AnujaJaiswal@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Thecity'srecord-
breaking heat wave hasclock-
ed a death toll of 275, with an
additional 29 deaths recently.
Among the victims, 154 pe-
ople were "brought dead to va-
rious hospitals,” underscoring
the gravity of the situation.
However, it is crucial toack-
nowledge that the actual death
toll may be even higher than
the reported figures. Several
hospitals have discontinued
sharing information on deaths
attributed to heat strokes. This
lack of comprehensive infor-
mation raises concerns about
the true extent of the crisis.
Over the course of June 22
and 23, an additional 28 pati-
entslosttheirlivesduetoheat-
related illnesses while recei-
ving care at Delhi govt-run ho-
spitals, bringing the total de-
ath toll to 71. The information
indicates that in the past two
days, aminimum of 132 people
suffered from health issues
caused by extreme heat, and
the number hasrisen to417.
Safdarjung Hospital also
reported one more fatality lin-
ked to heat-related illness on
June 22, Currently, the hospi-

39.8 Going On 53! Humidity Hospitals report 29 more recent
Adds To Delhi's Discomfort deaths, heatwave toll is now 275

154 BROUGHT DEAD TO HOSPITALS
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tal is treating 15 patients, with
10 of them in critical condi-
tion. "Since Junel6. 67 patients
have been admitted to the ho-
spital due to heat-related ill-
ness,” confirmed authorities.
From June 11-23, Delhi govt
hospitals have recorded 154 pa-
tients who were brought dead
due to heat-related illnesses.

The latest figures reveal that
on June 22 and 23 alone, eight
such cases were reported.
Ram Manohar Lohia Ho-
spital disclosed information
regarding heat-related casu-
alties and patient admissions
until June 19. The data revea-
led that the hospital had re-
corded 18 deaths due to heat-

related illnesses by that date,
At the time of the report
then, the hospital had 32 pati-
ents admitted, with 26 on venti-
lator support. Following the re-
lease of this initial informa-
tion, the hospital has declined
to provide any additional upda-
tes or details concerning heat-
related illnesses and fatalities.

‘Won't end fast till Delhi gets rightful share’ LG speaks to Haryana CM after AAP

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: Water minister Atishi's
indefinite fast entered its third day on
Sunday evenasthecrisisin Delhicon-
tinued to worsen. In a video message,
Atishialleged that the closure of a ga-
teat Hathnikund Barrage by Harvana
had further reduced the raw water
supply to Delhi's treatment plants.
According to the latest summer
bulletin, DJB produced only 906 mil-
lion gallons of water perday (MGD}of
drinking water on Sunday; significant-
Iy lower than the city's average de-
mand of 1,290 MGD. Officials attribu-
ted the reduced production to the un-
derperformance of major treatment
plants at Wazirabad and Chandrawal.
"lTlamonthis fast because thereisa

huge water crisis in Delhi. Delhi does
not have its own water; all the water
here comes from neighbouring states.
Delhineedsatotal of 1,005 MGD of wa-
ter, out of which 613 million gallons
comes from Harvana,” said Atishi.
She alleged that Haryvana had be-
en reducing the supply for the past
three weeks, claiming it didn’t have
enough water to provide to Delhi. Ho-
wever, she claimed, journalists who
visited Hathnikund Barrage captu-
red photos and videos that clearly
showed that the barrage was full of
water, but the gate from which it was
released for Delhi had been closed. "1
request Haryana govt with folded
hands to open the gates of Hathni-
kund Barrage. Delhiites should get
the water they are entitled to. This

strike will continue till Haryana govt
gives Delhiites the water they are en-
titled to,” Atishi said.

Delhi BJPpresident Virendra Sach-
deva said it would be the first "satyag-
raha” in Indian historv where the saty-
agrahi(Atishi)only appeared for photo
opportunities and then disappeared.
He said as water minister, Atishi had a
responsibility to alleviate the crisis in
Delhi and fix leakages, but she was, in-
stead, trying to evade her duties.

Earlier inthe day, minister Saurabh
Bharadwaj claimed that PM Narendra
Modi was quite on the 1ssue despite se-
veral letters being written to him. Del-
hi Pradesh Congress Committee pre-
sident Devender Yadav, meanwhile,
said Atishi was indulging in “drama”™
instead of finding a solution.

Tines NEws NETWORK

said LG's office in a statement.

X,

To book your ad

Logon to: ads.timesgroup.com o, G
or Gall: 18001205474 (il Free) OR S50iNie

b

RAMESH BURMAN
Our Father Left for his heavenly abode
on 21" June 2024 to be united with his beloved Wife.

CHAUTHA
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Will be held at

ARYA SAMAJ MANDIR
Greater Kailash - 1, (Opp. Old South Delhi Club).
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SH. Vijaiender Singh
10.07.1937-24.06.2002
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where. Remembered By:
Devendra
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City hosp frees
90-year-old of
rare stomach
condition
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New Delhi: A city hospital has
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JWALA PRASAD ANIL
14 July 1930 - 24 June 2022

Bhartiva Vaish Agarwal
Mahasabha (R) & Chief
Editor Agrawal Sandesh
- Two vyears
without you but yvour presence is deeply
rooted in our mind & hearts. The legacy of
your love and values guide us every moment
and inspire us to continue our work for
humanity We will always cherish your
immense love. Fondly Remembered: Agarwal
Family 9717787555, 9001891938, 9810164554

successfully treated a 90-year-old
man with a rare and life-threate-
ning stomach condition that had
caused his stomach to move up to-
wards the chest,

The man initially experienced
severe difficulty in breathing whi-
le eating. After an examination,
doctors found out that a portion of
his stomach had pushed upward
into his chest through a small ope-
ning in the diaphragm, a rare con-
dition known as gastric volvulus,
which posed agravethreat to hisli-
fe. It oceurs in less than 1% cases.

Thisconditionaroseduetoa hi-
atal hernia, which allowed the sto-

Patron  Akhil

have gone

mach to move into the chest cavity,

Manju Sharma
Happy Golden Anniversary

(24.06.1974-24.06.2024)
Memories are treasures
no one can steal.
Separations are wounds
no one can heal.
S.R.Sharma( Husband)

The patient, Muralidhar, said
he was unable to eat anvthing and
would vomit whatever he consu-
med. Healsofelt a persistent heavi-
ness on the chest. Alarmingly, he
said, helost10kg in a single month.

His family took him to several
hospitals, It was only then that
thev learned that his stomach had
shifted into his chest. "Several doc-

The silent joy of remembering a loved one.
The moments you shared together.
Little moments that make life beautiful.
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Colleagues. With all those whose lives
the departed Soul has touched. Because while life goes on,
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tors refused to take the risk of sur-
gery. They all said it was risky at
this age. I had little hope of being
successfully treated,” he said.

The case was eventually taken
up by the experienced doctors at
Sir Gangaram Hospital.

According to the medical team,
diagnosing gastric volvulus i1s par-
ticularly challenging because it is
sorarely considered.

They said it occurs in about 1 in
100,000 patients who undergo upper
stomach surgery, with a significant-
ly high mortality rate of 15-25%.

Dr Tarun Mittal of Sir Ganga
Ram Hospital explained that per-
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forming a surgery on a 80-year-old
| mach had moved into the chest,

o He elaborated that the treat-
totheabdomen and placinga mesh
to prevent the abdominal contents

hours, was meticulously planned.
After surgery, Muralidhar re-
titude towards the medical team,
saving that he was able to eat and
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patient was rare and complex,

especially when the entire sto-

I'Lw: e ment involved bringing the sto-

e Yot e i machfromthe chestcavity back in-
from moving upwards again.

The surgery, which lasted four
ported a significant improvement
in his condition. He expressed gra-

ras hopeful of living many more
good years with hisfamily.

New Delhi: Hours after an AAP delegation
met LG VK Saxena seeking his interven-
tion to request Haryana govt for extra wa-
ter, the latter spoke to Haryana chief mini-
ster on Sunday regarding this matter. “LG
spoke to CM of Haryana at 4pm, Haryana
CM has assured that he will seriously look
into the matter and trv to help tide over the
situation, to the farthest possible extent,”

A delegation of AAP functionaries met
LG at 12.15 pm and appealed for his inter-
vention to secure Delhi's "rightful water
share" from Haryana. The delegation, in-
cluding Rajya Sabha MPs Sanjay Singh and
ND Gupta, minister Saurabh Bharadwaj
and MLAs Dilip Pandey, Somnath Bharti,
o - Rajesh Gupta, Rituraj Jhaand others, high-
lighted the severe shortfall of water relea-
sed by Harvana to Delhi. Bharadwaj said,
“We informed LG that there isashortageof
about 113 MGD of water in the supply co-
ming from Haryana right now. Due to this,
lakhs of people in Delhi are facing pro-

LG'S OFFICE SAYS

AAP delegation

full share of water.”

Not only Delhi's but the population
of all states has also increased
proportionately and all states are
equally affected by the heatwave.
LG assured that he would take up
the matter of the release of water
on humanitarian grounds with CM
of Haryana, as requested by

blems. Since LG is the representative of
central govt, we requested him to talk to
Harvana govt and get Delhi its full share of
water. On this, LG has assured that he will
talk to Harvana govt and try to get Delhi its

Thedelegation also conveyed to LG that
itwillraininaweek. “lthasstarted raining
in Shimla, Himachal, and so much water
will come in the next week that Haryana
will not be able to stop it even if it wants to.

From painful past of acid

delegation meets him over water crisis

Itisjusta matter of aweek. We havereques-
ted LG to try and get water from Harvana

for Delhifor a week,” Bharadwaj said.
After listening to the representatives,
LGreiterated thattheshare of Yamuna wa-
ter between Delhi, Haryvana, Himachal Pra-
desh and other neighbouring states had be-
en fixed by Upper Yamuna River Board and
was up for renewal in 2025, The same had
been upheld time and again by Supreme
Court, most recently a week back. LG said
the advice by SC that Delhi could approach

Haryana for extra water on humanitarian

grounds could be fructified only in an at-
mosphereof cooperationand amicabledia-
logue, rather than by indulging in accusa-
tions, abuse and blame game through me-
dia and social media.

“Not only Delhi's but the population of
all states has also increased proportionate-

lv and all states are equally affected by the

heatwave. Heassured that he would takeup
the matter of therelease of water on huma-
nitarian grounds with CM of Harvana, as
requested by AAPdelegation,” said LG's of-
fice in a statement.

attack to resilience to live

AnujaJaiswal@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Sally Mann, a re-
nowned American photograp-
her known for her black-and-
white works, once said that
"photographs open doors into
the past, but they also allow a
look into the future.”

That is what the recently
concluded exhibition of pho-
tographs of acid attack survi-
vors displayed at The Stainless
Gallery in Delhi aimed to de-
pict. The pain that these vic-
tims went through and the re-
silience that they embody defi-
netheir future lives.

Aaina Tak Ka Safar {the Jo-
urney to the Mirror) went be-
vond simply displaying the fa-
ces of the women. The photog-
raphs showed their determi-
nation to triumph over the
suffering and pain. The pho-
tographs prominently displa-
ved their scars, serving as a
testament to the immense suf-
fering they have endured.

"The scars can be seen in
the photographs clearly, which
show how much pain they have
gone through,” said 22-year-old
photographer Nanki Singh,
fresh out of the School of Visu-
al Artsin New York witha BFA
in Photography and Video. She
featured eight powerful pho-
tographs depicting the lives of
six acid attack survivors. “The
images showcase their trans-
formative journey,” she said.

The photographs captured
the emotional and physical chal-
lenges the women faced, parti-
cularly the difficulty when loo-
King into the mirror, she added.

"Despite undergoing nu-
merous surgeries, ranging
from 10 to 20 operations, their
faces and skin bear indelible
marks of the ordeal. The exhi-
bition aims to highlight their
resilience and courage in em-
bracing their altered appea-
rance, emphasising that true
beauty lies in inner strength”
Nankisaid.

Anshu Rajput (26), an acid
attack survivor whose image
was featured intheexhibition,
said: “These photographs
show our identity which we
are living with. These are be-
autiful pictures.”

She said she felt like a cele-
brity when people approached
her and learned about her jo-
urney, unlike the stares she

Jatin Kumar

G b

ART ATTACK: Nanki Singh (top) showcases her work at the exhibition

gets when she goes out.

The exhibition provided a
unique experience for the sur-
vivors, as people appreciated
their photographs, making
them feel valued. Rajput emp-
hasised that this was an incre-
dible experience. They had ne-
verencountered this before,

singh told TOI that she
consciously opted for black
and white pictures when cap-
turing and exhibiting her pho-
tographs due to the optimal in-
terplay between the subject
and lighting in this format.

Moreover, photographs in
colour can potentially divert
the viewer's focus with their
shades and backdrops, while
monochromatic images guide
thegazedirectly to the subject.

"The main motive of theex-
hibition was toshow how com-
fortable these women are in
theirownskin."

Singh possesses a longs-
tanding fascination with the
narratives of women who de-
monstrate resilience. Her
prior work includes projects
that revolve around domestic

abuse and the documentation
of menstruation.

Singh, revealed that altho-
ugh capturing the photog-
raphs took only a month, she
invested nearly four years in
understanding the lives of her
subjects. She wanted to delve
deep into their experiences,
the challenges they faced, and
their daily struggles. Singh ai-
med todevelopa profound con-
nection with them to accurate-
Iy portray their stories.

"l decided to keep visiting
them. Over the course of four
years, | visited the survivors
annually during my vacations
toIndia," she said. Singh spent
time with the survivors at the
Sheros Hangout in Noida, aca-
ferun bvacid attack survivors.
Theyv also celebrated birthda-
ystogether

In March, Singh's debut ex-
hibition titled 'Aaine Tak Ka
Safar'at the Chelsea Art Galle-
ry in Manhattan successfully
raised $13.000, which was do-
nated to support the cafe, The
recent exhibition alsosaw ge-
nerous contributions.
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Smooth sailing for office-goers as passport Burger King shooting suspect
seva kendra at ITO relocates to Jhandewalan g1ves cops the Sllp In 1 ammu

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: In a big relief to
thousands of people working
in the offices on Bahadur
shah Zafar Marg, including
media houses, the passport se-
va kendra (PSK) at I'TO's He-
rald House has been shifted to
Videocon Tower at Jhandewa-
lan. It will commence opera-
tions from July 24.

Thedecision toopena PSK
at the end of the lane that
flanksthe mainroad was inex-
plicable because of the traffic
nightmare that ensued. Wit-
hin days the spot became a
traffic bottleneck with the
parking mafia taking over the
entire place.

Vehicles were parked hap-
hazardly allalong theroad and
often in multiple rows with
scant regard for people whose
workplaces were located here.
Infact, legitimate parking pla-
ces for the office-goers were ta-
ken over by visitors to the pas-
sport office, siretching back to
Shaheedi Park. A one-way ro-
ad became a two-way affair, le-
ading todaily chaos.
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ITs A MAIE. W|th|n days of the FSH opening at ITO, the spot had DEEDI'T'IE a traffic bottleneck

This showed that no assess-
ment of the parking infrastruc-
ture had been carried out befo-
re going ahead with the ope-

ningof the PSK. How NOCs we-

re given remains a mystery,

Soon, many shops and ven-
selling stationery to food their patrons obstructing traf-

dors

and offering various services --
began doing business in that
narrow lane, close to PSK with

Police Make First Arrest
In Killing Of 2 Newborns

Father-In-Law Held; Husband, Others Absconding; House Locked

Rajshekhar.Jha
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A day after TOI re-
ported about the sensational
case of female infanticide in
the national capital, Delhi Po-
lice on Sunday made the first
arrest inthe case. The arrested
man has been identified as Vi-
jender Solanki, the father-in-
law of the woman whose fema-
le twins were taken away by
her husband and his family af-
ter their birth, Killed and buri-
ed at an isolated spot.

The woman's husband.
Neeraj Solanki, and other
members of her in-law’s fa-
mily are absconding after
locking their house in outer
Delhi's Pooth Kalan village.
The raids are being conduc-
ted to nab others, police said.

Police on Sunday also re-
corded the statement of the
woman, Pooja, and her family
members. Her family has al-
leged that the killing of babi-
es was planned. Police said
they had exhumed the bodies
after seekingjudicial orders.

The woman belongs to ls-
maila village in Rohtak dis-
trict of Harvana. She and her
family came to Sultanpuri po-
lice station on Sunday, In her
statement, the woman told
police that she married Nee-
rajon Feb 2, 2022,

The family allegedly as-
ked for Rs 30 lakh and jewelle-
ry which they have received.
However, the harassment
started soon after the marria-
ge and she was pressured for
giving birth toa boy.

Her family members have

RAIDS ON TO NAB THE ACCUSED

_ﬁ.ELHt

WHERE | Pooth
Rohtak Sector-36 on  Kalan, Sultanpuri

> Pooja Solanki
gave birth to twins
in a hospital in

May 30

» Her husband and in-laws
were allegedly unhappy over
her giving birth to girls

> On June 1, she, along with
her newborns, was discharged |
from the hospital

> She decided to go to her

parents’ home in Rohtak. Her
husband, Neeraj Solanki, and
his family members reached

CASE FILED
Cops =
exhumed '
the bodies

on judicial
orders and
sent them for
postmortem

WHAT POOJA CLAIMS
> Neeraj and Pooja had got married in 2022

» She claimed she was regularly harassed
for dowry and that the family wanted her to
give birth to a son

» Her statement was recorded on Sunday
at the Sultanpuri police station

the hospital and took
the children to their

i
i

would follow her car
to Rohtak

aililn

LT

> Midway, Neeraj changed —
. the route and went =i
somewhere else =

» Pooja's brother, Jugnu
Khatri, contacted him, but

- there was no reply

» Khatri called Neeraj's

. father, Vijender, to check if he

went to Pooth Kalan
» Vijender assured him that if

ris Killed And

car, saying they S

iy

[
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POLICE ACTION

» Cops conducted raids
at Neeraj's house in
Badwala Chowk, Pooth Kalan

» Neeraj was found absconding

» Cops questioned his father
and arrested him later

: YOU READ IT HERE
E?mﬂr Unhappy’, Two Newhorn
Buri p

. his son reached his house,

they would come to Rohtak

- with the kids

» Later, Khatri came to know

- that Pooja's in-laws had killed
. and buried the kids in Sultanpuri

b+

detailed the allegations of do-
wry and torture besides the
sequence of events surroun-
ding the incident. Anenquiry
by the sub divisional magist-
rate(SDM) is also underway.

Solanki was arrested on
sunday after he was questio-
ned for several hours. "He de-
nied his involvement and cla-
imedthebabilesdiedduetoill-
ness. He, however, couldn't
answer why were the new-
borns taken away from the
mother,” said an investigator.

Police said they willfile a wa-
tertight chargesheet in the case
and they are waiting for the au-
topsy and othermedical reports.

The chilling case has vet
again brought to fore the issue
of female infanticide in the co-
untry. Although infanticide
has been criminalized in In-
dia, it remains an under-repor-
ted crime due to various fac-
tors. While there is no reliable
data, police are roped in in a
miniscule number of cases.

A 2016 report by NGO Asi-
an Centre for Human Rights
{ACHR) hasrevealed that pre-
ference for son over daughter
is a major reason for female
infanticide. The report clai-
med India had one of the hig-
hest female foeticide inci-
dents in the world.

In law; section 315 of the In-
dian Penal Code (IPC) defines
infanticide as the killing of an
infant in the 0-1 year age gro-
up. Itisacognizable and a non-
bailable offence. In India, the
Pre-conception and Prenatal
Diagnostic Techniques (Pro-
hibition of Sex Selection) Act
prohibits sex-selection or dis-
closureof thesexof the foetus.

‘In-laws consplred to klll me too’

Protos: HEuLSh hihta

Abhay@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Pooja Solanki,
whoarrived in the city on Sun-
day, was visibly shaken. In the
nine months of pregnancy,
she used to plan about star-
ting afresh and living a happy
life with her baby. But she had
barely seen her new-born
daughters before they were ta-
ken away, killed and buried al-
legedly by her husband Nee-
raj Solanki and his family, She
had only seen these things in
movies and never imagined it
could happen to her.

Speaking to TOI outside
Sultanpuri police station, Poo-
ja, a science graduate, detailed
how her in-laws had allegedly
conspired to kill her as well but
she had managed toescape. She
recalled how her life turned up-
side down when she learnt and
informed Neeraj and his fami-
Iy about the pregnancy.

Pooja was warned that the
new-born must be a boy. This
demand weighed heavily on
her, adding immense stress to
an already challenging period.

Thedistraught mother re-
counted that three months la-
ter, her in-laws deceptively to-

Police found the house nf Heraf 5:::Ian|-:| (inset) iﬂcked

ok hertoaclinicunderthe gu-
ise of a routine check-up. To
her shock and horror, it tur-
ned out to be a seX determina-
tion test, Upon discovering
she was carrying girls, they
tried to get an abortion done
and subjected her to physical
assault when she refused.
Pooja said, “I managed to
escape from my in-laws’
house, reached a bus stand.
I was pregnant, and my
condition was unbearable,
but somehow, I took a bus to
Ismaila in Rohtak. During

the journey. I borrowed a pho-
ne from another woman who
was traveling with me to in-
form my brother about the
situation, and I reached my
parents’ house.”

Her family members clai-
med that the entire incident
was orchestrated by her in-
laws. They notonly took away
the new-borns but also confi-
scated Pooja's phone to pre-
vent her from contacting re-
latives on her husband's side
and informing them about
the situation.

“After giv m;, birth, T was
in extreme pain from the sur-
cery... The agony was excru-
ciating. I couldn't see my
daughters' faces clearly, I co-
uldn'teven hold them,” shela-
mented. “And then there was
the emptiness - 1 couldn't
even feed them. They were
supposed to bring me joy, but
now it all feels tragically
crushed,” she said as her voi-
ce  faltered, overwhelmed
with emotion.

Her sister-in-law, Manita
Khatri, expressed shock at
the regressive mentality of
her in-laws in distinguishing
between girls and boys. "Poo-
ja's in-laws never contacted
her since she came to her pa-
rents' house," she added.

TOI on Sunday visited ou-
ter Delhi’s Pooth Kalan villa-
ge where Neeraj lived with
his family. The residents clai-
med that the Solanki family
had been living there for over
a decade. On Saturday and
sunday, they saw several poli-
cemen at the house who then
enqguired about the family in
the neighbourhood. The So-
lanki family owned two hou-
ses and both were locked.

BMW rams auto-rickshaw on NHS8; youth dies, one injured

Gurgaon: A 22-vear-old man died and
his colleague suffered injuries when a
car hit an auto-rickshaw from be-
hind on NH8 in Sector 18 during the early
hours on Saturday. The driver aban-
doned his carandfled thespot. The police
registered a case against the cardriver.
Gurusevak Singh (22), who was from
DLF-3, worked for a private company in

BMW

DLF-2, police said.

According to police, the police received
acomplaintfrom Singh's brother Sukhdev
Singh Bajwa of UP's Rampur. He reported
that his vounger brother and his colleague,
Nitu Kumari(23) from Bahadurgarh, were
travelling during the early hours of Satur-
day, when the BMW rammed the autorick-
shaw from behind on NHS near the Airtel
Corporate office in Sector 18.

“The auto driver and the two passen-

cals,’

gers suffered injuries in the accident. The
injured were shifted to nearby Narayvana
Hospital by our team with the help of lo-
"inspector Surender Singh said.

Two of the injured, Gurusevak and
Nitu were subsequently referred to For-
tis Hospital on Saturday morning, the of-
ficer said. While undergoing treatment
at the hospital, Gurusevak succumbed to
his injuries on Saturday afternoon.

fic. Also, a long queue of pas-

sport applicants - and often an
unregulated crowd — on the stre-
et would aggravate the situation,

The shopkeepers and ven-
dors will now lose business but
they shouldn’t have been allo-
wed to operate right from the
beginning. Many of them are
now looking for options at
Jhandewalan. The profitof par-
King operators too will get bad-
Iy dented but the anarchy they
had unleased In this narrow
street will be a thing of the past.

According to the passport
department’s website, the new
office is located on the ground
floor of Videocon Tower in
Jhandewalan. A notice on the
passport website reads: "Appli-
cants having appointment at
PSK Herald House-ITO, kindly
note the new address: Videocon
Tower, Ground Floor, Block-E,
Jhandewalan Exin., New Delhi
110055, (Nearest metro station:
Jhandewalan)".

No official reaction could
be elicited from either Tata
Consultancy Services, which
operates the PSKs, nor traffic
police on the development.

3 men held for
killing cab driver
In Shastri Park

New Delhi: Three men were
arrested recently for killing a
cabdriver in Shastri Park.

The accused were identified
as Akash (24), Yogish (33), and
Rohit (24). Deputy commissio-
ner of police (crime) Sanjay Sa-
in said they received informa-
tion on May 30 regarding the
murder of a 28-vear-old cab dri-
ver, identified as Jauhar Abbas.

Sain said the breakthrough
came through extensive techni-
cal surveillance and serutiny of
CCTV footage, which led them
to Akash, Yogesh, and Rohit.
The trio were apprehended
from Gokulpuri. During ques-
tioning, Akash, alias Moosi, dis-
closed financial disputes with
his wife's former employer, Wa-
gar, whoowned acall centre. On
the day of the incident, Akash
called his friends Rohit and Yo-
gesh toconfront Wagar at Shast-
ri Park. An altercation ensued
with three bystanders who no-
ticed the weapons. During this,
one of the bystanders struck
Rohitwith ahelmet, prompting
Akash to stab him in retalia-
tion before fleeing. tw

Rajshekhar.Jha
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi Police sle-
uths missed oneof the three pri-
me suspects in the Burger King
shooting incident at west Del-
hi's Rajouri Garden by a whis-
ker at Katra station in Jammu.
suspect Anu(24) managed toen-
ter the last bogey of the general
category of a Mumbai-bound
trainto give copsaslip.

Police suspect that she
may be headed to Goa ornear-
by places tomeet shooters As-
hish and Vicky and then may
attempt to flee abroad. Many
henchmen of US-based fugiti-
ve Himanshu Bhau have visi-
ted Goa In the last one year.
On June 6, one of his key
henchmen, Ajit Kalia, wasar-
rested from there.

Anu, who honey-trapped
the target, Aman Joon, and
brought him to the eatery last
week, had fled to Jammu on
the night of incident, June18.
The next day she staved at a
guest house in Katra and its
owner told the cops that she
used thehotel Wi-Fibeforego-
ing to the station.

The CCTV footage of the
station shows Anu, wearinga
neon green top, black trou-
sers, and a scarf, hurriedly
walking across the platform.
She was carrving a trolley
bag besidesa backpack.

Anu was heading to board

'"'l TI 1 |

Anu was spotted hnardlng a Mur‘nbal huund train at Katra station

Bombay Swaraj Express which
departed from Katra station at
10am on June 20. As she mana-
ged to reach near the train aro-
und 10.06am. it had started mo-
ving slowly Anu, however, ma-
naged to board train.

Police have found that Anu
had made atake account in the
name of Preeti on Instagram
to befriend Joon. She was run-
ning at least 15 accounts — all
indifferent names —on the so-
cial media app.

After the killing, Anu vaca-
ted her paying guest accommao-
dation in Mukherjee Nagar
She asked the owner to give her
security deposittoafriend. She
then went tothe railway station
to board a train to Katra.

Cops have questioned her
family members, who said

Anu'ssurnamewas Dhankad
but she goesby herfirstname.
Her family said they had filed
ahabeas corpus writaftershe
wentmissinglast vear. Itlater
turned out that she had joi-
ned Bhau's syndicate.

Meanwhile, cops have been
questioning jailed gangsters
Naveen Bali and Neeraj Bawa-
na after seeking their custody
from court. Both gangsters,
lodged in high security cellsof
Tihar Jail, were mentioned in
the Instagram post by Bhau in
which he claimed responsibi-
lity for Joon’s killing.

The murder, claimed the
post, was to avenge the killing
of Bawana's cousin Shakti by
rivals in 2020. Joon was belie-
ved to have tipped off the killers
about Shakti's whereabouts.

Prosecutions for stop line violations
up 32%, Def Col among top hotspots

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Defence Colony, Mayvur Vihar, and
Safdarjung Enclave have emerged as the
worst hotspots for stop line vicolations, accor-
ding toan analysis by Delhi Traffic Police,

Statistics for the current year reveals that
Delhi Traffic Police booked 2,37,976 offenders
for stop line violations, marking a significant
increase from 1,80,538 violators in 2023. This
represents about 32% rise in the number of
prosecutions for stop line violations compa-
red to the same period last year.

A senior officer, noting the substantial in-
crease in these violations this vear, said, "The
data indicates a marked rise in instances whe-
re drivers fail to adhere to stop line regula-
tions. These violations pose a significant risk
to pedestrian safety and disrupt the smooth
flow of traffic. Delhi Traffic Police has inten-
sified efforts to curb this trend through incre-
ased vigilance and the use of technology".

The traffic police conducted a comprehen-
sive analysis of the top 10 traffic circles with

the highest number of challansissued in 2024,

"By identifving areas with frequent traffic

Model Town.

violations, this study facilitates targeted en-
forcement efforts to enhance road safety and
ensure compliance with traffic regulations,”
the officer said.

Apart from Defence Colony, Mayur Vihar,
and Safdarjung Enclave, other identified are-
asinclude Lajpat Nagar, Dwarka, Tilak Nagar,
Punjabi Bagh, Vasant Vihar, Civil Lines, and

Police highlighted that enhanced monito-

ring, including deployment of automated ca-

meras at major intersections, played a crucial
role in detecting these violations. "The traffic
police has also conducted several awareness
campaigns to educate the public about the im-
portance of stopping at designated lines," the
officer added.

Along with technological steps, traffic po-
lice increased on-ground enforcement. Regu-
lar checks and stringent actionsagainst offen-
ders aim to deter motorists from breaching
stop line rules, another officer emphasized.
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Teenager apprehended for
sending bomb threat to IGI

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A 13-vear-old boy
was apprehended for sending
a hoax bomb threat email to
1G] Airport on June 17. The
claim that there was a bomb
on a Delhi-Dubai flight tur-
ned out to be a hoax. The bov
was inspired by a similar in-
cident involving another
child afew daysearlier, which
he had seen on social media.
He claimed to have sent the

The boy was inspired
by a similar incident
involving another child
a few days earlier

email purely for fun.

Police said that on June 17,
thevreceived acomplaintfrom
DIAL (Security & Vigilance)
regarding a bomb threat email
targeting a flight scheduled
from Delhi to Dubai, leading to
the registration of a case.

According to deputy com-

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
TENDER NOTICE

On behalt of the Governor of Weast
Bengal, E-Tender is invited by the Chief
Medical Officer of Health, Purba
Medinipur District, Pin-721636 for the
work Display of Good Samaritan
Guidelines as in Govt. Hospital (MCH,
SDH, 55H and 14 RH) through PVC/ACP
board at different blocks under Purba
mMedinipur, from resourceful, eligible
agency having experience in similar
nature of works. Technical & Financial
Bid Submission Closing Date:
03/07/2024 at 5:00 PM. Far Detail,
Please wisit the website
www. purbamedinipur.gov.in,
www . whtenders . gov.in or
wwwowbhealth.govin or the Office of
the Undersigned. 5d/- CMOH &
Secretary, DHEFWS, Purba Medinipur

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

g-Tandor Notice
Tr_'lg: |:|Hi|;l,? ol the I:Iig.li!i.iun;ll Furr.-;l Dfcer, Panchel

Diviglan, Behnupur, Disl. - Bankuia, imvles vide a-lender
Molice Mos. FORIPNT!SPITIVSALPLTM-01 (&) of
W T LTM-02 (&) of ;

23-14% BFORPN TISPITONOGSP
WEF WTISPIODNEGS ISALIPLTN-00 (o) of 23-24

WEFORIPHNTISPUPMOGS!SALIPLTN-04 () of I3-24,
WEFORPHNT/SPEKNOGSSALIPLTMN-OG (o) of 23.24,
HEF!]FHPHTJ‘EF.'EHDJ‘QG&‘FLTH-HE_IF] of 23-24,
WEFOR/PNTEPAVPIOESEALPLTM-0 [:;Irnliﬂ-.:'.-l,
WEFOR/FNTISP/VPIQGEPLTN-08 uﬂ 23-24 &
WEBFOR/PNTISPIVRIQGSIPLTM-O E}an 13-4
ra&qéardm “Creation work of SAL Plin. & QGS Plim, of
20624-25" of State Plan during Y. 3024-25. Bid
Submisson will be strbad from 240802024 at 11:00am,
o OBDT2024 at 05:00pm. Interested canfracionsfiddes
ara here by requasted Lo check the websile-
wiww. wibtenders.gov.in, wwa. bankuraforestin &
mHMngﬂ.mathELFJn or comact the offica of

B AN i a S- Raju Sarkar

Diviganal Farest Ollicer
Fanchat Divisian, Bishaupur

ICA-T9531(3)/2024

missioner of police (IGI)
Usha Rangnani, the air-
port was placed on high
alert and a full emergency
was declared due to the se-
verity of the threat. "The
olidelines and protocols
outlined in the SOP were
strictly adhered to, ensu-
ringthe safety and security

of all passengers at the air-
port. Subseguent investiga-
tions confirmed that the threat
email was a hoax," she stated.

A dedicated team, led by
SHO(IGI) Vijender Rana, was
formed to investigate the ca-
se, "During the investigation,
it wasdiscovered that thesen-
der's email 1D was deleted im-
mediately after sending the
email,” the officer explained.
Technical surveillance tra-
ced the origin of the email to
Pithoragarh, Uttarakhand,
and the suspect was identifi-
ed as a 13-vear-old boy, a Class
IX student. The boy used a
phone provided by his pa-
rents for studying to send the
email and promptly deleted
the address, believing he co-
uld remain anonymous.

"The boy claimed he did it
for fun and excitement but did

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
IRRIGATION & WATERWAYS DIRECTORATE

Notice Inviting Tender
Mo, WBIW/EE/SDD/e-NIT-3/2024-25
(2rd Call}
On behalf of the Governor of West
Bengal, tender is Invited by the
undersigned for "CLEARING &
REMOWING OF WATER HYACINTH AND
SEMI SOLID MATERIALS OF CHURIAL

MAIM KHAL FROM 500.00 M TO
17600.00 M FOR ONE YEAR WITHIN
BLOCK- THAKURPUKUR MAHESHTALA,
BISHMUPUR-1, BUDGE BUDGE-1 AND

BUDGE BUDGE MUMICIPALITY, DIST.
SOUTH 24 PARGANA UNDER SUBURBAN
DRAINAGE SUB-DIVN NO.II OF
SUBURBAN DRAINAGE DIVISION
DURING 2024-2025." amounting to
Rs.29, 56,912.00. Last date of
application of tender paper is
08072024 up to 11.00 hrs. Other
details may be seen in the websites
warw whiwd,. povin, whtenders.gov.in
and in the office of the undersigned.
5d/- Executive Engineer, Suburban

Drainage Division ICA-T9543(3)/2024

not inform his parents out
of fear" the officer said.
The mobile phone linked
to the hoax threat email
was seized by the police,
and the boy was handed
overto his parents.

This incident marks
the second caseof al3-yvear-
old boy being apprehended
for sending a hoax email to
IGI Airport in June. Earli-
er, another boy had sent a
threat email claiming that
therewasabombonaflight
scheduled from Delhito To-
ronto on June 4, allegedly
sending the email 'just for
fun'to test if the authoriti-
es could trace him.

Uninterrupted Power: New Plan To

Light Up Homes In Darkest Hours

BSES Starts Work On India’s 1st Standalone Battery Energy Storage System

Atul.Mathur@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In the time to co-
me, you may get continuous
electricity supply even if the-
re is a technical fault in the
power transmission or distri-
bution system or the grid de-
velopsasnag.

Power distribution com-
pany BSES, which supplies
electricity to nearly two-
third of Delhithrough its two
subsidiaries, has started wor-
king on India’s first utility-
scale standalone Battery
Energy Storage System
(BESS), which issaidtobethe
largestin south Asia.

Being installed at BSES
Rajdhani’s Kilokari substa-
tion in south Delhi, the sy-
stem will serve as an alterna-
tive source of power supply
inthelocal area when thereis
apower cut due tounforeseen
reasons. BSES Rajdhani has
already got the approval from
the Delhi Electricity Regula-
tory Commission (DERC) to
initiate the project and it sho-
uld be ready to be commissio-
ned within 10-12-months. On-
ce commissioned, more resi-
dential areas will be taken up
under the project.

Officials said the project
would be designed to handle
the extreme variations in
electricity demand, improve

WHAT | India's first utility-
scale, standalone Battery
Energy Storage System
(BESS) project

HOW BIG | 20 MW (40
MWh) BESS being installed
at BRPL's 33/11 kV Kilokri
substation in south Delhi

STATUS | Has already
obtained regulatory
approval from DERC

> Expected to improve

lakh residents of the area

DEADLINE | Likely to be
completed in 10-12 months

power supply, reduce network
overloading and enhance the
grid stability, It will also help
in reducing the cost of power
procurement and integrate
renewable energy, thus defer-
ring the need for capacity up-
grades at the 33/11 kv power
sub-station at Kilokri.

“The BESS is being instal-
led using cutting-edge techno-
logy as a cost-effective option
for managing electricity dis-
tribution at high and medium
levels,” said a BSES official.

FOR ENHANCED GRID STABILITY

power supply for nearly one

e Y

BSES Rajdhani is wor-
king on the project in part-
nership with IndiGrid and
the Global Energy Alliance
for People and Planet’s (GE-
APP) and likely to improve
power supply for nearly one
lakh residents Kilokri, a hea-
vily congested low-income re-
sidential pocket. With itseasy
deployment, the project will
set templates for other state
electricity regulatory com-
missions and power discoms,
paving the way for future pro-

BENEFITS
» |mproved power
5| supply
Fer » Enhanced grid
[ | stability
» Optimised power
purchase costs
» Reduces
overloading of
network
» Renewable power
integration

_ 4 > Easy deployment

jects across the country,
BESS will use Lithium
Iron Phosphate (LFP) che-
mistry, which is said to be the
most advanced and proven
technology in its league. The
system can be used as a gene-
ration, transmission and a
distribution asset. In case of
a power cut, it can serve the
electricity demand locally. It
can operate both in parallel -
that is when the power supply
15 available - and islanded -
whenthere isacut-mode, iso-

lating operations from power
disturbances or failures.

“Earlier this month, there
wasa long power cut in parts of
east and south Delhi due to a fi-
re in a substation in Uttar Pra-
desh’s Baghpat area. This sy-
stem can come handy in such
scenarios and the residents of
the area, where BESS is avai-
lable, can enjoy the continuous
supply Power outages can be
prevented by a BESS unit like
thisone,” said an official.

The BESS will be charged
during off-peak hours with
surplus or low cost power av-
ailable, which will be suppli-
ed (discharged) during time
of peak power demand. Offi-
cials said this will help sa-
vings in power purchase
costs by avoiding costly mar-
ket purchase during the pe-
riod of peak power demand.

It will also integrate rene-
wable energy and help the dis-
com meet renewable power
obligations. It will help BSES in
‘greening-the-grid’ by adding
flexibility to procure increased
share of renewable energy.

During peak hours, when
the power load is maximum,
the system will help avoid
withdrawl from the grid, the-
reby avoiding overloading.
“For this very reason, it will
be very useful in congested
areas,” said an official.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

WEST BENGAL KHADI & VILLAGE INDUSTRIES BOARD
(A Government of West Bengal Enterprise under Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises and Textile Department)
12, B.B.D. Bag, Kolkata - 700 D01
Website ; whkyib.org.in / Web Portal : Banglarkhadi.in

ABRIDGED e-NIT
MNieT Reference Mo, WEBKVIB/CEQS/NIT/122/2024-25

Estimated

MName of Work Arn (Rs.)

Maotice Inviting Tender for
Construction of The Project Bee
¥eeping Cluster {may be read as
Honey cluster) at Dihipara, Dist.

Murshidabad
Construction of Ground Floor
Residential Building Dihipara Bee

Keeping Cluster Industrial

Cooperative Soclety LTD Dihipara
Dist, Murshidabad undeér WBKVIB
2nd Call

Bid submission start
Rs, 20,11,454.53 | date 21-Jun-2024 from
{Including all 02,00 pr onwards,

Taxes, G5T, Bid submission closing
Cess etc.} date 05-Jul-2024 upto
02.00 pm

For all details and online tender submission visit hittps:/f'whtenders. gowvin
ICA-T9536(3)/2024

FORM - I
JUNIPER GREEN POWER TRADING PRIVATE LIMITED

Plot No. 18, 1st Floor, Institutional Area, Sector 32, Gurugram, Haryana - 122001

Notice under sub-section (2) of Section 15 of Electricity Act, 2003
1. The Juniper Green Power Trading Private Limited (" JGPTPL"), a compamy applicant abovenamed, isa
company incorporatad on 02.08. 2023 under Companies Act, 2013, has made an application undar sub-
sechion (1) of Section 150l the Eiecmlmlgﬁ.ct.i‘m:‘-rnr?am of Category- V license for inter State trading in
electricity in all regions across India before the Central Electncity Regulatory Commission, New Delhi
The necessary details in respect of the applicant are given hereunder:

Iy Avthorized ssued, subscrbed and paid-up capital;

al Authorised share capital
Rs. 2 50.00,000/-

b} Issued share capital
Rs. 2,41,00,000/-

c) Subscribed share capital
Rs. 2,41,00,000/-

d) Paid-up share capital
Rs. 2 41.00,000-

ii) Shareholding patiern (indicate the details of the shareholders hokding 5% of more shares
Name of Shargholder | Juniper Green Energy Private Limited
Citizenship Indian
Rasidantial Status India
Mo. of Shanes 24,09 9549/-

Shareholding % 100%

iil] Financiai and technical strength; JGFTPL has adequate financial and technica! resources to undertake
the business of trading and mests all the statutory reguerements in this regard. JGFTPL has full-ime
fesssionals having industry experise in the power inchuding power trading, regulatory affairs and
inance, JGPTPL is well piaced to draw on ils expariance and work wih various slakeholdears in the Indian
eleciricily systerm to build on this opportunily with the aid of its arganized, skilled and experienced leam.
JGPTPL is confident that the emerging regulatery and legislative changes in the power saclor would
enhance the competiion which axists in the Indian Elecincity Sector and provide more evenues and
opportunities to JGFTPLIn the capacity of being & power trader.
i¥) Management profila of the application inchuding details of past expenences of the applicant and! o the
persons on the managemsnl of the applicant in generation, transmession, distribulion and trading of
electnciy or samilar actvity:
Mr. Amit Gupta: AVP Power Sales |Operations) &= a seasoned profiassionalin the power sectorn, boasting
ower 20 of experience. Prior 1o joining the Juniper Gf””ﬁu e worked with cornpanies such as Tata
|

Power Distribution Limited E‘L OL). JSW Power Tra nE [categ}mﬂ Trading Licenses), and
Statkraft Markets Private Limited -1 Trading C c,% icensee), where he led the Operations
& B.Tech in Electrical Engiressing, which he completed in

and Origination department Mr. Gupta

2002, anda PGDBM in Operations.

Mr. Jatin Mitra: (Senior Manager) is & qualified Charered Accountant (CA) with over & decade of
E:|:vﬂth&nn:e in the finance and accounts sector. His extensive expertise includes preparing financial
balance sheets, conducting budget and fumt:asﬁggeanalysis- wnrkjgg on lisiing companies at stock
gxchanges (IPO), and performing financial and trace risk analysis. Prior mﬂnln Juriper g|rrL|§|".U||?..1 he
worked with BLS International, Windlas Biotach, Pathway World School, and Aakash Instituta. Me. Mitra
complated his chartered accountancy in 2012,

w) Violume of electncity intended to be fraded during the first year after grant of icense and future plans of
the application to expand volume of trading: Upto 500 MU=

wi) Geographical areas within which the applicant will undertake trading in elecincty. Across India
wil) Net worth &5 on 3151 March of three conseculive years immediately precedng the year of application or
for such lesser period a5 may be applicable and on the date of the special balance sheet accompanying
the application: {valuesin INR}

Date Net worth

10th June 2024 (on date of

special balance sheet) INR 2,37 54 465/-
31st March 2023 NIA

J1st March 2022 MIA

215l March 2021 NIA

wiily Year-wise current ratio and bquidity ratio of the appllumliur:hreeyemggeneﬁg the: yearin which the
application is made, or for such lesser period as may be applicabée and on the date of the special balance
shest accompanying the application;

Date Current Ratio | Liquidity Ratio
[ 10.06.2024 44 341 44 341
31.03.2023 MiA M/A
31.03.2022 MiA MiA
31.03.2021 MiA MiA

ixi (3] JGPTPL is authonzed to undertake trading in eleciricty under the Main Objects clause of s

Memorandum of Associabion:

(b the said clause reads as:

"To establish and carry on the business of rading in eleciricity and act as a frader in sale and purchasa of

alectricity and alactrical in any fiorm and in any market including powear axchange and derivativas

markel, and by any process and in any fuel, derivatives and lo enler into demand side management

conlracts, energy conservalion contracls including energy performance cantracls, meqawall conlracts,

enter into confracts for banking of slectricly or any ofher contract and 1o operate as an E%raﬂir@

company and to get registered with appropriate agency in accordance wilh the Electricity Act o any

other ac{ requiationsiruses framesd therein, policy, guidelines kaid down by the Central Government! State

Government or amy nodal agency from time fo tirme or any statetory moddications or re-enactment theraof

and do all acts and| necessary of required for doin afnmsa'ghusjnass, inchuding providing advisory

and consultancy in issues related toenergy and trading of energy.”

x) Details of cases, if any, where the appicant or any of his associates, or pariner, or promoters, or
irectors has baen dectaned ingolventand has not baan dischargad: NONE

) Details of casas, if any, In which the Applcant or any of his Associales or pariners or promotess or

Cirectors has been convicted of an offence invalving moral tunpdude, fraud or any economic offence duri

the previcus three vears preceding the vearof making the application and the vear of making the applican

%Hﬂéﬂ date of releaze of the above person from imprisonmend, if any, consequent to such comviction:

Mame of the person: WA

Fetationship with the Applicant; NiA

Nature of offence: NIA

Erateof conviction: MiA

i) Whedher the Apolicant o any of his Associales, or pariners, or promolers, or Direclors was ever relused

liense, and if 5o, the detailed particular of the application, date of making application, date of order

refising license and regsons for such refusal: NO

wiil) Whether the Applicant has been granted a koense for iransmisson of electrcity: NO

xiv) Whether an order cancelling the license of the Applicant, or any of his Associates. or pariners, or

promoders, or Directors has bean passad by the Commission: NO

xv] Whether the Apglicant or any of his Assocestes, o partners, ar promoters, or Directors was ever found

guilty in an Wﬂgs far contravention non-compliance of any of the provissons of the Actor the rules

urttﬁmﬁuﬂa made thens under or an order made by the riate Commesgion, during the year of

miaking ihe application or five yvaars immediately precading that vear? NO

1. The apglication made and other documents fled before the Commission ane avakable for ingpection b

Eln{pem:n with Mr. Amit Gupla, working &5 the AVP Power Sales (Qperalions), addressad al, Piot No, 18,

1st Floor, Institutional Area, Sector 32, Gurugram, Haryana - 122001 India email:

amit.gupiai@junipergreanenergy.com and telephonadmobile no.; + 97159713 93005,

2. The application made and other documents fled bafore the Commission have been posted on.

W LTI DB FERNENENTY. CO,

3. ggipm or tions, if any, on the applcation made before the Commission may be sant to the

Sacrelary, Cantral Eunnhéﬂagulah:w Commession, 6, 7 & 8 Floor, Tower B, Ward Trada Cantre, Nauroji

Magar, Delhi- 110028, E-mail: secy@cercind.gov.in within 30 days of publication of this notice, with 3

copy 1othe applicant,

4. Mo objections or suggesfions shall be considerad by the Commission if received after expiny of 30 days

af publication of this notice. Sdf-

Flace: New Delhi Mr. Amit Gupta
Data: 2&8th June 2024 AVP Power Sales (Operations), JGPTPL

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

WEST BENGAL KHADI & VILLAGE INDUSTRIES BOARD
[A Government of West Bengal Enterprise under Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises and Textile Department)
12, B.B.D. Bag, Kolkata - 700 001

Website : whkvib.org.in / Web Portal ; Banglarkhadi.in
ABRIDGED iT
NleT Reference No. WEBKVIB/CEO/NIT/123/2024-25

Estimated

MNama of Work Amount (Rs.)

Online Motice Invitineg Tender for
Additional Renovation work of
Gramin Qutlet of Mayapur, Iskan,
Dist. Wadia under WBEVIB.
Civil, Sanitary and Plumbing wark
during the Year 2023-24 Znd Call

Bed submission start
Rs. 9,72,651.096|date 21-Jun-2024 from
(Including all 0200 prov onwards,

Taxes, 65T, Bid submission clasing
Cess etc ) date 05-Jul-2024 upto
02,00 pm

For all details and online tender sebmission visit bittps:/ fwhtenders gowin
ICA-T9537(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Department of Youth Services and Sports
Block “A”, 6" Floor, New Secretariat Building
1, Kiran Sankar Roy Road, Kolkata — 700 001.
OTICE
Applications, along with all relevant documents, are to be
submitted at the Department of Youth Services & Sports,
New Secretanat Building, 6" Floor, Block-A, |, Kiran Sankar
Roy Road, Kolkata- 700001 for the following :
Selection of Trainees of Non- Residential Swimming
Academy at Bengal Swimming Academy, Subhas Sarobar
Swimming Pool, Beliaghata, Kolkata:-
Age Group Number of students
10 - 13 Male - 12
Female -08
Male - 12
Female -08
Male - 12
Female -08

Last date of submission of Application : 24/07/2024
Detailed information and Application Form are available
in the following website:

13-17

17 - 24

www.sportsandyouth.gov.in

Sd/-
Deputy Secretary

ICA-N266(6)/2024 to the Government of West Bengal

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Backward Classes Welfare & Tribal Development Directorate
8, Lyons Range, Mitra Building, 2™ Floor, Kolkata-T0MM) 1

Memo No.1096 Dated: 20.06.2024

NOTICE

Applications are invited from the SC/ST students (Boys
& Girls) studying in Graduate level/Post Graduate Level
Courses in Kolkata for admission in the Central Hostels
namely: a) Rani Rashmoni Chhatri Niwas (Unit-1 & Unit-
[1) (for Girls), b) Sidhu Kanu Hostel (for Boys), ¢)
Bidhannagar Central Hostel (for S.C.Girls), d) Udayan
Hostel (for Boys), e) St. David Hostel Central (for Boys).

Application Forms and other details will be available
from the concerned Central Hostels and the Departmental

Website (www.anagrasarkalyan. gov.in) from 24.06.2024
to 31.07.2024 (for Graduate Level) and from 02.09.2024

to 04.10.2024 (for Post - Graduate Level). Applicants
are requested to submit the filled - in form to the
Superintendent of the respective Central Hostels,
The last date of submission of th filled u
applications for Graduate Level is 31.07.2024,
issi I

for 4.1

Commissioner
Backward Classes Welfare

ICA-N265(3)/2024 & Tribal Development

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL

Dr. R. Ahmed Dental College and Hospital, Kolkata-700014
Application in prescribed proforma are mvited from the Indian
citizens for admission into “Dental Mechanics & Dental
Hygienist 02 (Two) year’s Diploma Course™ at Dr. R. Ahmed
Dental College & Hospital, Kolkata - 700014,

Eligibility Criteria: 1. Candidates who have passed Higher
Secondary (10+2) ortwo year s intenmediate of Equuivalent course
thereof with science subjects 1.e. Physics, Chemistry and
Biology from recognized Indian University or Pre- University/
Intermediate Board. 2. Candidate should be at least 17 (seventeen)
years of age at the time of admission or within 3 (three) months
of’it. 3. He/She should be medically fit. Selection will be strictly
on merit basis. * lication form along with Brochure™ will
be available from the office of the Principal, D R A.D.C&H
(from 11:00 AM. to 3:00 PM.) on payment of Rs. 200 (Two
Hundred only) in cash and on production of (10+2) pass
certificate in respect of educational qualification in onginal for 07
(seven)consecutive working days from the date of advertisement.
Last day of submission of duly filled application form within

02" July, 2024 (upto 3:00 P.M.). ICA-N267(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

ABRIDGED NOTICE INVITING TENDER
NIT No-corrigenda no.1 of
WBIW/EE-1/DCD/e-NIT-04,/2024-25
Sealed tender is invited by the Executive
Engineer-l, Damodar Canal Division,
Court Compound, Purba Bardhaman on
behalf of The Governor of West Bengal
from the eligible & resourceful
contractors having sufficient credential
& financial capacity for the execution of
work of similar nature. Last date & time

of submission of bid electronically is
extended upto 27/06/2024 at 12:00
Hrs. (51-3,4) IST. Tender Id:-
2024 _I1WD_691111_3 TO
2024 WD 691111 4. 5d/- Executive
Engineer, Damodar Canal Division, Court
Compound, Purba Bardhaman.
ICA-T9533{3) /2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
IRRIGATION AND WATERWAYS DIRECTORATE
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
e-NIT NO.-WBIW/EE/DHWD/
e-NIT-01 (e)/2024-25
e-Tender is hereby invited on behalf of
the Governor of West Bengal from the
eligible bonafide contractars for 03
(three) nos. of work. Last date & time of
Bid submission is 02.07.2024 till 09.00
Hrs. I5T, Details of Tender may be seen at
https:f/wbtenders.gov.in or

https://whiwd.gov.in 5d/- Executive

Engineer, Damodar Head Works
Ehsion. ICA-TI538(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
MOTICE INVITING e-TENDER FOR
CREATION OF MISCELLANEOUS

PLANTATION

Rate guotations/bids are invited fram

bonafide resourceful contractors for

Creation of Miscellaneous Plantation

under Jlalpaiguri Soil Conservation

Division during the FY 2024-25 for -

1. NIT No: 01/15CD/2024-25,

02/15C0D/2024-25, 03/15CD/2024-25,

04/15CD/2024-25 for Creation of

Miscellaneous Plantation., 2. Bid

submission starting date {online):

25.06,2024. 3. Last date of online

submission of bids: 12.07.2024. Far

viewing and participating in the e-

Tender wvisit: www whienders govin All

ather details are available at

www,westbengalforest.gowvin & in the

Office. 5d/- Partha Sarathi Pramanik,

WEBFS, Divisional Forest Officer,

Jalpaiguri 50il Conservation Divisian,

Phomne 03561-230294, E-mall 1D:

diojppsc.frd-whi@bangla.pov.in

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
ABRIDGED E-TENDER NOTICE
e-Tender No. 01/DCF/URF/
2024-25(2nd Call) to 05/DCF/URF/
2024-25{2nd Call)

The undersigned invites e-Tender from
eligible contractors/suppliers for Casual
Hiring Vehicle per day basis for different
higher official under URF Division for the
vear 2024-25, Details can be seen at
https:.//whtenders gov.in 5d/- DCF, URF
Division. ICA-T9534(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Jalpaiguri 5ocial Forestry Division
Rate quotations / bids are invited from
bonafide resourceful Contractors for
Building repairing works at Jalpaiguri 5F
Division in the following areas during
2024-25 1. In Alipurduar District at
Barohisha SF Range. NIT no. 01/e-
Tender /ISFDIV/2024-25. 2. In Alipurduar
District at Alipurduar 5F Range. NIT no.
02/e-Tender/ISFDIV/2024-25. 3. In
Jalpaiguri District at Mainaguri 5F Range.
NIT no. 03/e-Tender/ISFDIV/2024-25.
Publishing date: 24/06/2024. Last Date
of online submission of Bids:
02/07/2024 (3.00 PM). For viewing and
participating in the e-Tender visit
www,whtenders,gov.in All other details
are available at Office. Sd/- Divisional
Forest Officer, lalpaiguri Social Forestry
Division, Phone; 03561- 277010, E-mail
ID: diojpgsfdivision @yahoo.com

ICA-TI533(4

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

E-TENDER NOTICE NUMBERS WBFOR/
DFO-EFD, PURULIA/NIT 01 to 05/2024-25
(TEMDER INVITED TO QUOTE RATE FOR
CREATION OF STRIF PLANTATION IN THE
DISTRICT OF PURULIA DURING 2024-25)
e-Tender Motice in the prescribed
format is invited by the Divisional Forest
Officer, Extension Forestry Division,
Purulia from bonafide Contractors [/
Firms / MNursery Owners having
experience in successful plantation for
e-Tender Notice Number WBFOR/DFO-
EFD, PURULIA/NIT/OL to 05 of 2024-25
for creation work for STRIP Plantation in
the district of Purulia. The date of
publication of Tenderis 24/06/2024. The
Last Date of submission of tender paper
is 01.07.2024, The Date of opening of
tender is 04.07.2024. For terms &
canditions & other details visit website:
https./fwww whtenders.gov.in Tender
Notice along with Terms and Conditions
will be displayed at the office of the
undersigned, 5d/- Divisional Forest
Officer, Extension Forestry Division,

Purulia. ICA-TE532({3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

MDA TENDER NOVITCE
e-NIT No. KMDAEM/EEED-IV/
e-NIT-1 /202425
Cipline Tender is invited by the Executive
l'.rq;i:m:l.!. Electriecal Divison-[%, EM
Sector, KMDA, 3Ird floor, Block-1.
Unnayen Bhavan, Sali Lake City, Kolknin-
T, from the eligible agencies, for the
wirk, Name of Work, Estimated Value
of work, Earnost Moncy Deposit, Time
aof Completion, [Memuntling, repuiring and
remsiallation of Fump=hMotor sel no02 w
Lake Town Waler pumpmg slabion.,
M6, 68,761/, Es 13376/, 10 days from
the de of lrm order, Last date & time of
gnline Tender sobmissiom: OEO07 2024
wplo 1300 s, for details contact the above
office or visil both websites. [ KMIDA-99)
www. kmda wh.gov.in
www,whitenders.gov.in
ICA-T9551(2)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
0,fo Principal, Burdwan Medical College,
Burdwan
TEMDER NOTICE
Memo no. BMC/PC/1960
Dated Burdwan the 19.06.2024
e-Tender [D: 2024_HFW_697040_1,
2024 HFW _&97040_2,

2024 HFW 697040 3,

2024 _HFW _97040_4,
2024_HFW _697040_5
Re-E-Tender for pracurement of (01) set
of Transcatheter Heart Valve Delivery
system, (01) set of Transcatheter Aortic
Valve and [02) Nos. of Holter Monitor,
(04) Mos. of Temporary Pacemakers for
the Dept. of Cardiology and (01} No. of
LLLT for the Dept. of PMR BMCH Purba
Bardhaman, is being invited for the
office mentionad above. Details about
the tender will be available from the
website from 26.06.2024 onwards.
http://bardhaman.nic.in/home.htm. or
wow.w. wWhtenders. gov.in or
w.ow.w whhealth.gov.in Bonafide
apencies are requested to participate in
the tender process ochserving existing
guideline, 5d/f- Principal, Burdwan

Medical College, Burdwan
ICA-TO563]3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

E_'"'.hg THE DURGAPUR PROJECTS LIMITED
s’;m (A Gowt, of West Bengal Enterprise)

S0 CIN NO. U40102WB196156C025250

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

NIT Mo. (1) WEBDPL/DPPS/PUR/NIT{E)-
03/147/2023-24, Tender ID:
2024 DPL_£91531_1 for Procurement
of LED Luminaries. (2) WBDPL/DPPS/
PUR/NITIE)-007 DIf250/2023-24,
Tender ID : 2024_DPL_692893_1 for
Procurement of different LED
Luminaries (20W, 60W, 150W). For 50
Mos. 152, Bid submission end date:
29.06.2024, Bid Opening date:
05.07.2024 respectivaly. Date extension
NIT No. (3) WEDPL-12017(12)/7/2024-
GM-POWIDPL)-DPL/PS/E-03T7 dated-
08.06.2024, Bid submission end date:
25.06.2024. Technical Cover Opening
date: 28.06.2024. (4) WBDPL/PP/T/
GM(PP}-12027(99)/2/2024/MPD/E/021
dated-07.06.2024, Tender 1D
2024_DPL_689341_1. Bid submission
end date: 29.06.2024, Bid Opening date:
03.07.2024. Cancellation NIT No.
(5) WBDPL/DPPS/PUR/NIT(E])-102
SR/144/2023-2024, Tender ID:
2023_DPL_627241 1. {6) WBDPL/
DPPS/PUR/NITIE)-128 KD/118/2023-24,
Tender 1D: 2024 _DPL_670229_1. Sl
MNos. 586, are hereby treated as
cancelled. Wilslt:
https://fwhbtenders.gov.in /

wiww dpl.net,in ICA-TO546(2)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Notic
e-NIT Invited by the AESSDO, South
canals E & M Sub-Division, 1&WD, Bolpur

for a work., e-NIT No.
WERIWAESSCEMSD/ e-NIT-01/24-25,
Tender 10- 2024 WD _B696720_1, Last
date of bid submission: 03.07.2024.
Detailed €-NIT may be seen at
www.whbiwd . gov.in and
wwwowbtenders.govin 5d/f- AE/South
Canals E & M Sub-Dvn., Bolpur, Birbhum

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
ABRIDGED TENDER
NIT No-WEBIW/EE-I/DCD/e-NIT-
05/2024-25

Sealed tender is invited by the Executive
Enginesr-1, Damodar Canal Division,
Court Compound, Purba Bardhaman on
behalf of The Governor of West Bengal
from the eligible & resourceful
cantractors having sufficient credential
& financlal capacity for the execution of
work of similar nature, Details of NIT
may be downloaded from
www.whiwd.gov.in on & from
24.06.2024 at 09:00 Hrs, Last date &
time of submission of bid electronically,
is 0B/O7/2024 at 12:00 Hrs. (51-1) &
01/07/2024 at 12:00 Hrs, (52 to 5).
Tender Id:- 2024 _IWD_696305_1 TO
2024 _IWD_691111_5. 5df- Executive
Engineer-1, Damodar Camal Division,
Court Compound, Purba Bardhaman

ICA-T9541(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
ABRIDGED EQI NOTICE
M.LE.O.I. No- WBIW /EE/MED/EODI-
01 of 2024-2025
On behalf of the Governor of West
Bengal, Motice Inviting Expression of
Interest is invited by the undersignad for
01 {Omne) no. of work under
Metropolitan Electrical Division, | & W
Dte., Gowvt, of West Bengal. Bid
Submission End Date: 03.07.2024 at
3.00 Bp. Other detalls will be available
from the notice board of office of the
undersipned on warking days and also
from website wwweiwblwd.govin and
https:ffwhtenders. gov.in 5d/- Executive
Engineer, Metrapalitan Electrical
Dhivision, 1&W Dte., Govt, of West Bengal

ICA-TRS40{3] /2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

NOTICE INVITING ¢-QUOTATION
A1, Engagement of Security Personnel
(throughout 24 hours) without arms in
the Maln Bullding and Hostel Bullding of
Metaji Subhas Training Institute of
Agricultural Marketing, Baidyabati,
Hooghly vide NIO No.
M5STIAM/DIRECTOR/01/2024-25 Dated:
14-06-2024 bearing Tender Id:-
2024 _WBSMB_693570_1, The last date
far subrmission of Quotation = on 16-07-
2024 up to 12.00 Moon. The detail
imformation regarding e-NIQ will be
available a n the

https:/fwhtenders.govin 5d/- Director,

Metaji Subhas Training Institute of
Agricultural Marketing ICA-TI547{3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
MNOTICE INVITING e-QUOTATION
A1, Engagement aof Sweeping and
Cleaning Agency in the Main Building
and Hostel Building of Metaji Subhas
Traiming Institute of Agricultural
PMarketing, Baidyabati, Hooghly wide
MIQ Mo, NSTIAM/DIRECTOR/02/2024-
25 Dated: 14-06-2024 bearing Tender
Id:- 2024 WBSMB_694241 1. The last
date for submission of Quotation s an
15-07-2024 up to 12,00 Noon, The detail
Information regarding e-NIQ will be
avallable o n the
hitps:/fwhtenders.govin 5d/- Director,
Metajl Subhas Training Institute of

Agricultural Marketing ICA-T9548(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
KMDA TENDER NOTICE
e-MIT No: 0T/SE{Progh/SI} & SWAL
KMH& OF 2024-2025 (2od Call)

COnline two pans tender 18 imvited by the
Supenntending  Engineer,  Programme
Circle, 5D & SWM Secor, KMDA,
Unnoyoan Bhowan, 5th Floor, Block-A, Sali
Lake Ciy, Kolkaia-7000%1, from relmble,
resourceful, bonalied and expenenced
agencies, for the work, Name of work,
Estimated Cost, Earnest Moocy Deposit,
Time of Completion, Reconstruction,
Renovation & de-siliniion of drain from
Chokundi Kaborsthan 1o Delhi Road wl
Ward No: 01 under Dankuni Municipality
& constructon of Brick Masonry coversd
dram [rom NH (o Dankum Kaborsthan at
ward no 04 under Dankuni Municipality.,
s, 100,98 451,90, Rs2 0196904, 06
Months, Last date & time of online
Tender submission: 15072024  upto
18.55 howurs., for details contaci ihe above
office or visil both websites,
WWW, da.wh.gov.

www. whienders.gov.in

ICA-T9560(3)/2024

(KMDA-109)

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
KEMDA TENDER NOTICE
e-NIT No: DRSEProghSD & SWAILY
EMDA OF 2024 2025 {2nd Call)
Ombine two parts tender 15 imviled by the
Supcrinfending  Engincer,  Programme
Cirele, 5D & 5WM Sector, EKMIDA,
Unnnymn Bhowan, 5th Floor, Block-A, Sal
Lake City, Kolkats-TO0091, from relinble,
resourceful, bonalied and expenenced
apencies, for the work, Name of work,
Estimated Cost, Earnest Money Deposii,
Time of Completion, De-siling and
Cleaning of Under-Ground 900 mm Die
Exisiing Sewer Line, Caich pits £
Manholes of Different Hoosds by
Mechanical and Manual Means, Including
Repairing of Gully pits, Caich pits and
Manholes with Oiher Related sllied works
within the Serampore Municipality (Ph-1).,
Ra 1 455992283, Hs2Z91 19846, 18D
dove, Lasi date & time of online Hid
submission: 13072024 wpio 18,55 hours,,
lor details coninei the above ollice or visii
both websifes, (KMIA-111)
W
www kmda wh.gov.in
wiww, whienders.gov.in
ICA-T9561(3),/2024

GOVERMNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
The West Bengal Small Industries
Development Corporation Ltd.
|A& Govt. of West Bengal Undertaking)
“Shilpa Bhavan®, 31, Black Burn Lane,
Kolkata - TO0012
MOTICE
WEBSIDCL invites NIET 02 of 2024-25
(Infra) for Engagement of Transaction
Advisor for appraisal / scrutiny of
applications in respect of allotment of
land [ shed / building space / stall within
the Industrial / Commercial Estate
admintstered by the WBSIDC Ltd, and
allied works. Last date of submission of
Tender s 03.07.2024 upto 2.00 p.m.
Date of Pre-bid meeting: 28.06.2024
from 2.00 p.m. For details, log on 1o
https://whtenders.pov.in &
https:/fwww.whsidclin 5d/- Executive
Director-li ICA-T9549{3)/2020

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-Tender Notice
Maotice Inviting Tender No.
WEBIW/EE/SLGID/NIT-02(e}/2024-25
Cpen Tender is invited by the Executive
Engineer, Siliguri Irrigation Division,
Siliguri on behalf of Gowvermor of WA, for
the work mentioned here under through
e-Tendering from the eligible &
resourceful Contractors having
sufficient credential & financial capacity
for execution of work of similar nature,
Details of MIT & Tender documents may
be downloeaded from
www . whbiwd.pow.in or
https://whbtenders.gov.in on & from
24/06/2024 after 17:30 hrs. Bid
submission end date 09/07/2024 up to
15:00 hrs, 5df- Executive Engineer,
Sibiguri Irrigation Division, 26, Nabinsen
Road, Mahanandapara, PO, Siliguri,

Dist. Darjesling ICA-TO559{2) /2024

Woman (44)
found dead,

cops suspect
hit-&-run

New Delhi: A 44-year-
old woman was found
dead on Sunday at Ma-
hipalpur bypass road.
Police suspect she was
struck by a vehicle,
Police received a
PCR call at 5 am regar-
ding an unconscious
woman found opposite
CISF gate number 1.
During their inqui-
ry, they identified the
woman as Meera Chet-
ri, a native of West
Bengal who worked as
a maid. She was taken
to the hospital, where
she was pronounced
dead by the doctors.
Her husband, Ra-
jesh Chetri, was infor-
medabout the incident.
Analysis of CCTV
footage, along with dis-
cussions with  the
doctor regarding the
nature of her injuries,
revealed blunt force
trauma to her ribs and
liver, suggesting she
was hit by a vehicle.
However, a full investi-
gation is underway. Ta

Six held for
role in ‘digital
arrest’ scam

New Delhi: Six people
were arrested for du-
ping people through a
digital arrestscam. An
investigation revealed
they had cheated peo-
pleout of over Rs. 3cro-
re. Police also found
links between the gang
and Chinesenationals.

Complainant Dee-
panshu Vaid reported
that on April 29, he re-
ceived a call from an
unknown number,
where the caller posed
as an employee of a co-
uriercompany, The cal-
ler alleged that a par-
cel, booked using Va-
id's Aadhar Card and
phone number, contai-
ned passports, bank
cards, clothes, a laptop.
cash, and drugs. Subse-
quently, the call was
purportedly transfer-
red to Mumbai Cvber
Police. Under the guise
of protecting him from
legal troubles, the cal-
ler defrauded Vaid of
Rs. 2.41akh.

The defraunded amo-
unt was deposited into
an account in Rohtak
belonging to a person
named Ansh. “Further
proberevealed thatato-
tal of Rs. 3.2 crore was
credited to thisaccount
and subsequently
transferred to other ac-
counts,” stated the offi-
cer. The officer added
acting on information
from Ansh, Sahni was
apprehended in Luck-
now. Police probe reve-
aled that Rs. 3.20 crore
from fraudulent activi-
ties was deposited into
Ansh’s account, with
Sahni receiving app-
roximately Rs6.24 lakh
as commission in cryp-
tocurrency. Th
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UFO 5|ght|ng by US aviator
Kenneth Arnold in Washington

Tisaes News NETWORK

New Delhi: The row over ap-
pointment of BJP leader
Bhartruhari Mahtab as pro-
tem speaker is likely to cast a
shadow over the first session
of the 18th Lok Sabha com-
mencing on Monday. Besides,
irregularities in the NEET-
UG exam and cancellation of
other tests is set to dominate
proceedings after the first

on this day in 1947 was the

two days when newly-elected
MPs will take oath,

2 clicking selfies
drown In Ganga

o teenagers drowned in

the Ganga river while
clicking selfies on a boat while
another managed to swim to
safety in UP's Rae Bareli.
Tauheed (17), Shaan (18) and
Fahad (19) went to the Ganga
ghat on Saturday.
“While clicking selfies they
moved towards the edge of
the boat and lost balance and
fell into the strong current of
the river. Tauheed and Shaan
were swept away while Fahad
managed to swim ashore,”
said circle officer Arun Kumar.
Police deployed divers to trace
the missing boys. Tauheed and
Shaan's bodies were retrieved
on Sunday morning.

1st arrest in C'garh mob lynching case

ore than two weeks after three truckers from UP were

killed by a lynch mob in Chhattisgarh, police made their
first arrest in the case on Saturday. The suspect was identified
as 23-year-old Harsh Mishra, a Raipur resident who works in a
cement retail shop. He was arrested from Borsi in neighbouring
Durg district, police said. The incident took place on Mahanadi
bridge near temple town Arang on the night of June 7. A group of
alleged cow vigilantes chased and intercepted a truck carrying
buffaloes. The three men in the truck were thrashed on the
suspicion that they were smuggling cows. Two of them died and
their bodies were allegedly thrown off the bridge. The third jumped
into the river in a bid to escape. He died in hospital on June 18, “We
can't say yet whether any cow vigilantes or other groups are involv-
ed. Investigation is on,” said Kirtan Rathore, who is heading a
14-member team for the investigation into the incident.

TOI
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State of literacy and education
(age 15-49)- % of total
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first widely-reported one

Terrorist killed
along LoC at Uri

terrorist was killed during

an anti-infiltration
operation along the LoC at Uri
in north Kashmir's Baramulla,
officials said Sunday, reports
Saleem Pandit.
The gunfight started late
Saturday after a search in the
Bajrang-Uri sector following
specific information about
some terrorists trying to sneak
across the LoC, the officials
said. Confronted, the intruders
opened fire on the forces,
triggering the gunfight, they
added. The slain terrorist is
yet to be identified.
“Operations are continuing,”
the Army's Srinagar-based
Chinar Corps posted on X.

women still llllterate

The oath-taking will be
followed by election of the
speaker on.June 26 and Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu's ad-
dress to the joint sitting of
both Houses on June 27.

Opposition has also de-
manded review of the three pe-
nal laws passed by Parliament
last vear Govt, however, has
made itclearthatitisnotgoing
to bow to opposition pressure.,

But first up will be the
row over appointment of
Mahtab as pro-tem speaker.
The move has drawn flak
from the opposition, which
alleged that the claim of
Congress member K Suresh
tothe post was overlooked.

EAM'’s homage
to Kanishka
victims amid
Canada spat

New Delhi: Paying homageto
the AT182 " Kanishka bombing
victims, foreign minister S
Jaishankar on Sunday said
the attack anniversary was a
reminder why terrorism
should never be tolerated.

Marking the 39th anniver-
sary of the bombing, he said
this was one of the worst acts
of terrorism in history The
minister's remarkscame in the
middle of the diplomatic strife
between India and Canada over
what the former calls political
space given by Canadian au-
thorities to extremists who ad-
vocate violence against India.

Another Union minister,
Hardeep Puri, called the
bombing one of the most rep-
rehensible acts of terror com-
mitted against India.

The bombing of the Mon-
treal-New Delhi Air India
flight 182 was blamed on Sikh
militants who did it in retalia-
tion to ‘Operation Bluestar’,

The ‘Kanishka' flight ex-
ploded 45 minutes before it
wastolandat London’s Heath-
row airport on June 23, 1985,
Killing all 329 people on board,
mostof them Canadiansof In-
dian descent. Puri said the
“dastardly” bombing re-
mained one of the most repre-
hensible acts of terror com-
mitted against India. vuw
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Dath -taking of MPs will be fﬂiluwed by Electmn of Speaker on June 26
and Prez Murmu's address to the joint sitting of both Houses on June 27

On Monday, Murmu will
administer oath to Mahtab as
pro-tem speaker at Rashirapa-
ti Bhavan. Mahtabwill thenre-
ach Parliament House and call
the Lok Sabha toorder at 11am.
The proceedings will begin
with members observing a
moment of silenceon theocca-
sion of the first sitting of the
18th Lok Sabha. This will be
followed by Lok Sabha secreta-
ry general Utpal Kumar Singh
placing the list of members
elected to the lower House.

Mahtab will then call up-
on PM Narendra Modi, the
leader of Lok Sabha, to take

oath as member of the House.

Afterthepanelof chairper-
sons, he will administer oath/
affirmation as Lok Sabha
members to the council of
ministers. Members from
states, in alphabetical order,
will take oath or make affirma-
tion over the next two days.

The President is sched-
uled to address the joint sit-
ting of both Houses of Parlia-
ment on June 27. The debate
onthemotionof thankstothe
President’s address will be-
gin on June 28. The PM is ex-
pected to respond to the de-
bate on July 2 or 3.

1 killed as NCP MLAs
nephew hits bike with
~ SUV on narrow road

Mihir Tanksale & Alim Shaikh

Pune: A nephew of NCP
{Ajit Pawar)MLA Dilip Mao-
hite Patil was arrested Sat-
urday after a car with him
at the wheel fatally struck a
19-vear-old  motorcyclist
head-on while overtaking a
pickup van at a bend on a
narrow stretch of road
near Eklahare village of
Ambegaon taluka in Maha-
rashtra’s Pune district.

Mayur Mohite, whose
uncle represents Khed
Alandi constituency in the
assembly, was charged
with culpable homicide
not amounting to murder,
rash and negligent driv-
ing, and other offences
linked to the death of Om
sunil Bhalerao.

Mayvur, whoruns a busi-
ness, was returning to Shel
Pimpalgaon in Khed talu-
kafrom Naravangaon with
two friends in his SUV
when the accident oc-
curred on the old highway
to Nashik. The accident
gite is 65km from Pune.

Pune Rural police said
deceased Om Sunil, aresi-
dent of Kalamb, was on
his way home from Ekla-
hare. His mother is a for-
mer deputy sarpanch of
Kalamb village.

Photo for Representation

Mayur Mohite was arrested for
culpable homicide not
amounting to murder, rash
and negligent driving

Machar police station
in-charge inspector Arun
Phuge said, “The road near
Eklahare where the acci-
dent occurred around Spm
is a narrow one. The SUV
overtook the van at speed
and appeared right in front
of the motorcycle coming
from the opposite direction.
The resultant collision was
fatal for the biker.”

Police quoted witnesses
as sayving that Mayur and
the other occupants of the
SUV didn’talight to help the
victim. “Some vouth from
our village reached the spot
and took Om to a hospital,
where he was declared
dead.” avillager said.

Pune Rural SP Pankaj
Deshmukh told TOI that
Mavur's blood samples
had been collected to check
for presence of alcohol.

With inputs from
Gritesh Shelke

1st Session Of 18th LS Starts Today With Oath-Taking Of MPs

Row over NEET-UG, other tests
set to dominate LS proceedmgs

Cong's fresh salvo
on pro tem Speaker

nthe eve of the 18th Lok

Sabha's first session,
Congress asked why BIP's
Bhartruhari Mahtab was cho-
senas pro tem Speaker over his
party colleague Ramesh
Chandappa Jigajinagi, who is
alsoin his seventh consecutive
term. Congress has been
protesting against govt sup-
erseding senior-most member
in LS K Suresh for the ceremo-
nial post of pro tem speaker,
whoadministers oath to
newly-elected MPs.

Inaposton X, Congress

general secretary Jairam
Ramesh said, “Kodikunnil
Suresh of INC, whoisin his
eighth term, should have been
protem speaker. But
Bhartruhari Mahtab of BJP has
been appointed onthe flimsy
grounds that he has greater
claim because thisis his
seventh consecutive term.”

Both Houses are expected
to go into a brief recess and re-
assemble on July 22 for pre-
sentation of the Union Budget.

Yoga poses at
_ Golden Temple
get designer
death threats

Vadodara: A Vadodara-based
fashion designer and influen-
cer, Archana Makwana, was
put under police protection on
Sunday after getting death
threats online over her voga
poses at the Golden Temple in
Amritsarr Punjab, reports
Tushar Tere. The Gujarat po-
lice provided her security and
advised her to stay home for
the next few davs over threats
to her life.

The Punjab police booked
Makwana for hurtingreligious
sentiments after a complaint
was filed by the Shiromani Gu-
rudwara Parbandhak Commit-
tee (SGPC)on Saturday:.

Makwana performed med-
itation and “Shirsasana”
(head stand) on the Golden
Temple premises on June 21,
International Day for Yoga,
and posted the pictures on so-
cial media.

TheSGPCcriticised the in-
cident and said it hurt their
religious sentiments. Mak-
wana removed the pictures
and posted a video apologis-
ing for her act. “I thought of
performing shirsasana to
spread the message of unity
as well as fitness. I never
thought that it would hurt
sentiments. I apologised for
the act, as | was scared for my
life,” Makwana told TOL.

MAMATA-LED TMC PROTESTS NOT BEING MADE PART

Maya reinstates
nephew as BSP
nat’l coordinator

Neha.Shukla
@timesgroup.com

Lucknow: BSP supremo
Mavawati reinstated Sunday
her nephew Akash Anand as
the national coordinator and
her suceessor in the party ex-
pressing hope that he will
handle the responsibilities
with “maturity” this time.
Alkash is the son of Mayawa-
t1's brother Anand Kumar.

OnMay 7, during the third
phase of LS elections, May-
awati had removed Akash
from his roles due to “lack of
maturity”, She had tweeted:
“In the larger interest of the
party and the movement,
Akash Anand is being re-
moved from the two signifi-
cant responsibilities till he at-
tains maturity...”

After officially putting
him again as the second-in-
command in the party struc-
ture, she said: “1 hopepeople
in the party will support and
encourage him more this
time, “sothat he emergestrue
tomy expectations”.

He was also declared par-
ty's star campaigner for by-
polls in Punjab and Uttarak-
hand along with Mayawati.

The earlier decision to re-
move him followed a cam-
paign speech in Sitapur on
April 28 where Akash used
unparliamentary language

On May 7, during the third phase
of Lok Sabha elections, Mayawati
had removed Akash from his roles
due to ‘lack of maturity'

against political opponents,
leading to an FIR against him
and 39 others. However, the
primary concern was BSP's
diminishing chances in the
elections, as it became appar-
ent that the Jatav vote had
shifted away from the party.
In the 2024 polls, BSP did
not win any seats in U with
its vote share dropping from
19.4% in 2019t09.3%. It had se-
cured 10 seats in 2019, Akash,
after being named Mavawa-
ti's successor in Dec 2023,
campaigned extensively for
the first time, holding 17 ral-
lies before being benched on
May 7. Party’s loss in Nagina,
aseatitwon in 2019, highlight-
ed the challenges faced.
“There was also a demand to
bring him back. 1 thank Be-
henji for giving him the re-
sponsibilities,” said BSP state
president Vishwanath Pal.

UP DSP found in hotel
with woman constable
demoted to constable

Pathikrit.Chakraborty
@timesgroup.com

Lucknow: UP Police has de-
moted a DSP found in a hotel
with a woman constable three
vears ago tothe rank of a con-
stable, his first post when he
joined service decades back.
Kripa Shankar Kanaujiya is
now 589, with only abouta year
left for retirement.

Saturday’s order re-
gquires Kanaujivatojoinasa
constable in PAC's 26th bat-
talion in Gorakhpur. The de-
cision has stirred debate
within police circles on the
gquantum of punishment for
“misconduct”, the term
mentioned in the official
communique about the
DSP’s demotion. Senior offi-
cers also stressed that puni-
shment should be propor-
tionate to “crime”,

Another senior officer
pointed out that very few
constables rose to become
DSPs after serving decades
and argued that such demo-
tions should be ordered in
the rarest of rare cases.

Former UP DGP and BJP
RS MP Brijlal preferred dis-

The decision has triggered a
debate on quantum of
punishment that an officer can
be awarded for ‘misconduct’

missal, rather than demo-
tions, for officers indulging in
stuch misdemeanours.

However, a senior UP Po-
lice pointed out that the ac-
tion against Kanaujiva was
taken under UP govt's ser-
vant (discipline and appeal)
rules 1999, which allow re
versions to the first post as
partof penalty

The matter goes back to
July 2021 when Kanaujiva
was a circle officer in Unnao.
He had requested the then SP
for leave citing family com-
mitments but did not go
home. It was reported that he
checked into a hotel near
Kanpur, accompanied by the
woman constable,

2 CoBRA personnel
killed in Maoist IED
blast in C'garh’s Sukma

TimEs NEws NETWORK

Raipur: Two personnel from
CRPF's elite CoBRA unit were
killed in a Maoist IED explosion in
Silger region of Sukma on Sunday.
Twelve security personnel have
died in Maoist attacks this year.

The blast was so powerful that
it blew a crater around 40ft long
and 30ft wide and hurled the truck
— in which the personnel were
travelling — several feet intheair.
[t landed upside down with its
driver’'s cabin obliterated. The
toll would have been higher had
the wvehicle been transporting
troops rather than groceries.

Maoiststargetedaroadopening
party that was moving from Silger
camp, the baseof 201 CoBRA Battal-
ion, to Tekalgudem camp, police
said. Insurgents had planted an
[ED under the road.

The explosion happened around
3pm near Timmapuram village,
3k from Silger, as soon as the truck
passed over the IED. This region is
an insurgency hotbed, less than
10km from Hidma's native village,
Puwarti, and 440km from Raipur,

Theonly two persons inthe truck

Vishnu R, 35, from Thiruvanan-
thapuram and Shailendra, 29, from
Kanpur — were Killed on the spot.
The vehicle was smashed to pieces.

“The driver and co-driver were

The toll wuuld haue been higher had the
vehicle been transporting troops, and
not groceries. Twelve security personnel
have died in Maoist attacks this year

in the truck when the blast oc-
curred. They died instantly. Other
jawansof the battalion were follow-
ing on motorcycles and escaped as
they were at a safe distance,” Suk-
ma SP Kiran Chavan told TOI. Se-
curity forces are combingthearea.

The Silger security camp was es-
tablished during the previous Con-
gress govt. Ever since BJP formed
the govt in Dec last year, security
forces have mounted pressure on
Maoists with offensive operations
and aggressive patrols. Since Dec
2023, 136 Maoists have been Killed in
the state, and hundreds of lower-lev-
el cadres have surrendered.

Four security personnel have
been Kkilled and around 30 wounded
in251ED blasts this vearin Bastardi-
vision. More than 60 jawans have
died in Maoist IED explosions in the
pastfive years.

re every business
premise in India.

t}'
.-

AnG India

Central Monitoring |

With solutions
at par with
the world.

Safeguard your business with the

Access Control |

L, 1800-111-264

CCTV Surveillance |

< reason@angindia.in

Fire Alarms

trusted name in Electronic Surveillance Solutions.
Electronic Security Systems

@ angindia.in

Scan to know more




TIMES NATION | TESTING TIMES

THETIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI

MONDAY, JUNE 24,2024

CBI files FIR on NEET-UG ‘leal’,
sends spl teams to Bihar, Guj

Agency Will Also Examine Role Of Govt Staff  Mistaken as

Rajshekhar.Jha
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: CEI on Sunday
registered an FIR in connec-
tion with alleged irregulari-
ties in the NEET-UG exam
and despatched special
teams constituted by agency
chief Praveen Sood to Patna
and Godhra where local po-
lice have registered cases of
paper leaks.

The agency will also ex-
amine the role of public ser-
vants connected with con-
duct of the examination be-
sides probing the entire “ga-
mut of events and the larger
conspiracy’”, sources said.

CBI will take over probes
being conducted by the police
in Bihar and Gujarat. On Sun-
day, Gujarat accorded sanc-
tion to CBI to probe alleged ir-
regularities in the exam held
on May 5. Bihar may follow
suit soon, sources said.,

“The ministry of educa-
tion has requested CBI to
conduct a comprehensive in-
vestigation into the entire
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Ecunumm Dﬁen ces Unit personnel of Bihar police with the arrested NEET
accused after medical examination at LNJP hospital in Patna on Sunday

gamut of alleged irregulari-
including conspiracy,
Impersonation,
breach of trust, and destruc-
tion of evidence by candi-
dates, institutes, and middle-
men, including attempted ir-

ties,
cheating,

regularities,” a CBI spokes-
person said.
CBlI has filed the case

based on a written complaint
from the director of the de-

in the education ministry,

centres in

pearing for the exam.

parimentof highereducation

The complaint said cer-
tain isolated incidents oc-
curred in a few states during
the conduct of NEET exam-
ination by the National Test-
ing Agency on May 5 at 4,750
571 cities, includ-
ing 14 cities abroad, with
over 23 lakh candidates ap-

= impostors, CBI

men thrashed
in Bihar; 4 held

Patna: A CBIteam investigat-
ing the UGC-NET paper leak
case was attacked Saturday in
Bihar's Nawada by villagers
who allegedly mistook them
for impostors, leading to four
arrests, reports Kshitiz. This
is the first reported assault on
investigators of leak cases in
the state, officials said.

The attack occurred when
the officers, including a wom-
an constable from Nawada
Town police station, reached
Kasivadih village for the in-
vestigation. The team’s vehi-
cles were also damaged. “The
CBI team had seized two cell-
phones in the probe. However,
the willagers mistook the
team for impostors and as-
saulted them. Four people, in-
cludingawoman, werearrest-
ed and sent to jail,” Nawada
SP Ambrish Rahul said.

ABVP: Students have right to

know why NEET-PG called off

Siwan (Bihar): Following
the postponement of the
NEET-PG  examination,
ABVP general secretary
Yagvawalkyva Shukla de-
manded explanations from
both the government and
the National Board of Edu-
cation regarding the sud-
den postponement of the
exam just hours before it
was due to be held on June
23 morning.

This is the second com-
petitive exam that has been
postponed after UGC-NET
was cancelled due to the
exam paper being leaked
ondarknet.

“If the National Board
of Examination orthe min-
istry of health and family
welfare had anv kind of
suspicion, they should have
broughtfortheverythingin
front of candidates with
full transparency.. Student

PM helpless before

paper leak racket,
edu mafia: Rahul

lamming the govt for

irregularities and
cancelling of entrance
exams, Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge said
shuffling bureaucrats of
National Testing Agency was
no solution tothe endemic
problem inthe education
system which had “rotted
under BJP". Rae Bareli MP
Rahul Gandhi added that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modiwas “helpless before
the paper leak racket and
education mafia”. tuw

Stalin, BJP ally PMK
target Centre for
cancelling exam

Tamil Nadu CM M K Stalin
on Sunday sharpened his
attack on the Centre afterthe
NEET-PG 2024 exam
scheduled for Sunday was
postponed at the eleventh
hour. BJP's ally PMK, too,
condemned the decisionto
postpone the exam atthe last
moment and demanded aban
on NEET. Stalin said the
postponement of the exam,
following the cancellation of
UGC-NET, “has thrown
thousands of our doctors into
deep despair”. Tun

bodies demand the govern-
ment and the National
Board of Education that the
students have the right to

know the reasons and cir-
cumstances behind the
step,” Shukla said in a self-
made video. am

2 Maha teachers
booked, charged

under new law
against leaks

Chhatrapati Sambhajina-
gar: Maharashira Police book-
ed Sunday two zilla parishad
(£P) teachers and an ITI group
instructor from Latur and a
person from Delhi over alleged
links with the NEET scam,re-
ports Mohammed Akhef.
Oneof the Laturtrio wasde-
tained Sunday All four were
charged under the new anti-
cheating law notified by the
Centre a few days ago. The cops
claimed to have found exam-re-
lated documents and details of
suspicious financial transac-
tionsin theirphones. “Basedon
a complaint by Maharashira
ATS, we have registered an FIR
under sections 3 (v), 4 and 10 of
the newly introduced Public
Examinations (Prevention of
unfair means) Act, 2024 and sec-
tions 420 (cheating) and 120-B
(criminal conspiracy) of IPC,”
Latur SP Somay Munde said.

From paper leak to training students,

tech-savvy ‘handlers’

Kshitizatimesgroup.com

Patna: When it comes to job
description, the versatility of
a “handler” is no longer limit-
ed to airport cargo, the police
dog sqguad, political cam-
paigns, or even a spy ring.

Investigators piecing fo-
gether the conspiracy behind
the NEET-UG paper leak have
a handle on how *handlers”
operate in the shady realm of
the nationwide exam racket
whose roots have been traced
to Bihar and Jharkhand.

“The nine handlers arrest-
edinthe NEET-UGcasesofar-
six in Jharkhand and three in
Bihar — are tech-savvy indi-
viduals who playved a crucial
role in orchestrating the leak
of question papers, training
examinees who paid for these
fo memorise the answers, and
even escorting them to their
respective centres,” a senior
police officer said.

The six handlers arrested
from Jharkhand’s Deoghar
used toreside in rented accom-
modation, masquerading as
labourers. Their brief was to
ensure the leaked papers reac-
hed the intended recipients
while maintaining high secre-
cy and anonymity,

“Once a particular exam
got over, they would get to
work onidentifyving thechinks

iS5tock

THE CROOK BDDH The six handlers. held in Deoghar, Jharkhand
used to reside in rented accommodation, masquerading as labourers.
Their brief was to ensure that the leaked papers reached the intended
recipients while maintaining high secrecy and anonymity

in the system for the next one,”
the officer said.
Toexpandtheirclientbase,
these handlers would look for
opportunities to connect with
coaching centres, schools and
colleges on some pretext, They
woild seek out individuals as-
sociated with the exam proc-
ess, aiming to bribe them into
getting useful information.
Bihar Police’s raid on a
safe house based onatip-off on
the morning of the May 5
NEET-UG exam threw up evi-
dence of these handlers herd-
ing around 30 candidates into
this meeting place at Ram
Krishna Nagar on Patna’s out-
skirts on the eve of the test.
“The examinees were
there through the night to me-
morise answers to the leaked

question papers. The handlers
then transported them to their
exam centres in private vehi-
cles, taking all necessary pre-
cautions to ensure their safe-
ty." the officer said.

Online form submission
for entrance exams was intro-
duced nationwide around
2010, replacing the earlier
method of sending applica-
tions by mail. The older sys-
tem had loopholes that fraud-
sters and corrupt officials
would easily exploit.

“Before the introduction
of online forms, examination
conducting agencies would as-
sign roll numbers based on
when they received the appli-
cation envelopes. Criminals
exploited this system by send-
ingmultiple applicationforms

run exam racket

in a single envelope, usmg
codes like ‘bogie’ and ‘engine’
torefer tocandidates and their
proxies, respectively” said an
IPS officer of the Bihar cadre.

“This strategy ensured
that all these candidates were
allocated roll numbers for the
same examination centre and
hall, facilitating cheating.”

Another senior IPS officer
said paper leaks could occur at
various stages—from when
these papers are compiled to
their storage in bank currency
chests before being transport-
ed tothe exam centres,

He said the older cheating
methods included replacing
candidates with proxies after
videography verification at
the exam centres and altering
optical mark recognition
(OMR) sheets later. “Handlers
gathering their clients in one
place to memorise answers un-
der their guidance is a new
trend, This is meant to elimi-
natea papertrail.”

Vishal Kumar, an IPS offi-
cer formerly with the Econom-
ic Offences Unit (EOU) prob-
ingthe NEET-UG paperleakin
Bihar, said three significant
gangs were active in the state.
One is suspected to be led by
Ranjit Kumar Singh, alias
Ranjit Don, aceused of master-
minding multiple paper leaks
before foraying into politics.

Computer-based tests more secure
than pen-paper mode exams: Experts

Manash Gohain &
Durgesh Nandan Jha | Tun

New Delhi: Amid controver-
sies surrounding irregulari-
ties in the National Eligibility
cum Entrance Test-Under-
graduate (NEET-UG) and the
cancellation of the University
Grants Commission-National
Eligibility Test (UGC-NET)
due to question paper leaks on
the “darknet,” experts are de-
bating the pros and cons of of-
fline versus digital exam deliv-
ery. The ministry of education
has announced the formation
of a high-powered committee
to review all aspects of the ex-
amination process and the
funetioning of the NTA. Some
experts argue that computer-
based tests (CBT) are more se-
cure than traditional pen-and-

paperexams,

Under scanner, NTA offi-
cials acknowledged the chal-
lenges of conducting exams
securely in both formats de-
spite adhering to all security
protocols. Thev suggested a
vear-round exam model simi-
lar to the Scholastic Aptitude
Test conducted by the College
Board, Educational Testing
Service in the US, allowing
candidates to appear multiple
times and use their best score
for college admissions.

While NEET-UG has tradi-
tionally been a pen-and-paper
exam, UGC-NET, which has
been computer-based since
2018, reverted to a pen-and-pa-
per OMR mode on Tuesday
However, the exam was can-
celled following inputs from
the National Cyber Crime

Threat Analytics Unit of the
Indian Cyber Crime Coordina-
tion Centre (I4C) indicating it
had been compromised.

Some believe that comput-
er-based testing is the future
due to reduced human invol-
vement. Dr Arun Gupta, pres-
ident of the Delhi Medical
Council, said: “it may be a
good idea to make the NEET-
UG exam computer-based.
The govt can allow the exam
to be taken twice a year to
make the process more effi-
cient and avoid any shortage
of computers or other infras-
tructure related problems.” A
senior official from the Grea-
ter Noida Institute of Medical
Seiences (GIMS) also sup-
ports adopting CBT models to
minimise paper leak risks,
stating that such allegations

undermine the integrity of
the examination process and
the medical profession.

In 201819, the education
ministry proposed a comput-
er-based multi-session mode
for NEET-UG, similar to the
JEE (Main), but this did not
gain traction within the
health ministry Former HRD
minister Ramesh Pokhrival
had mentioned the possibility
of biannual and digital NEET-
JG exams, but he later retract-
ed his statement.

A senior official with expe-
rience in conducting NEET-
UG and UGC-NETemphasised
that CBT spread over multiple
days or sessions would limit
the impactof asingle-day/ ses-
sion leak and make it easier to
track due to digital footprints,
as seen in the 2021 JEE (Main).
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‘Outfits Using
Dark Web Have
Hacked System’

Manash.Gohain
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A “big shake-up in
technology and capacity build-
ing” is the need of the hour, ac-
cording to a senior official. The
official noted that merely look-
ingat exam models proposed by
the forthcoming high-powered
committee will not be enough.
For example, the computer-
based ITEP had to be cancelled
“despite having a comparative-
v smaller number of candi-
dates. Each file was around
5GB, and when downloaded at
the centres, they received dis-
torted question papers”™.

ITEP is the entrance test
for select central and state
universities, [ITs, NITSs,
RIEs, and govt colleges for in-
tegrated teacher education
programmes.

Sources in the IT depart-
ment are confident that
CUET-UG results could be
ready by June 30, but they are
uncertain about the resche-
duling of the cancelled and
postponed exams. Citing the
example of the All-India Pre-
Medical Test (AIPMT) paper

Big shake-up in tech needed
to secure exams: Official

PTI

The CBI headquarters in New Delhi on Sunday. A 5ﬂurce in the govt says
a national level think tank needs to work on threats related to dark web

leakin 2004, where CBSE man-
agedtoholdtheexam withina
weel, an NTA source said the
agency’s secrecy department,
IT, and administrative staff
“don’t feel it's possible now™
due to fears that organisa-
tions using the ‘dark web’
have completely hacked into
NTA's security protocols and
“have decided to expose the
chinks this year”,

“They arenot goingtostop.
The dark web is used by ter-
rorist organisations. We are
not sure how safe even our
black box (where question pa-
persarestored)is,” saidawor-
ried official, indicating that
NTA doesn’t have the capacity
to thwart such “organised at-
tacks”. A source in the
oovt added, “A national level
think tank needs to work on

such threats,” While ques-
tioning the recent function-
ing of the agency, insiders in-
sist there have been no “paper
leaks in Bihar”,

“Two days ago, Bihar Po-
lice asked for details of six
candidates, sharing their roll
numbers, Twoof the roll num-
bers don't exist, in another
two, the names and roll num-
bers don’t match, There are so
many contradictions, includ-
ing the timing of the seizures,
which was post-exam when all
the question papers are al-
ready in the public domain,”
said an official from NTA's
computer section.

Within the autonomousor-
ganisation, there are strong
rumours of a “big exodus” of
officials on deputation who
feel their careers are at stake.

6 held for UP
recruitment
exam paper leak

Lucknow: UP STF arrested
six people Sunday in connec-
tion with the paper leak of
this yvear’s Review Officer/As-
sistant Review Officer (Pre-
liminary) Examination. The
arrests were made In Praya-
graj, reports Pathikrit Chak-
raborty. The papers were
leaked from a printing press
in Bhopal, STF said.

The examination was con-
ducted by Uttar Pradesh Public
Service Commission on Feb 11
and cancelled on March 2 fol-
lowing reports of a paperleak.

Those arrested were iden-
tified as Sunil Raghuvanshi
(mechanical engineer at the
printing press), Subhash Pra-
kash, Vishal Dubey, Sandeep
Pandey, Amarjeet Sharma,
and Vivek Upadhyay.

“The trio of Rajeev, Vishal
and Subhash persuaded Sunil
to leak the question paper. Su-
nil demanded Rs 10 lakh. He
had also put a condition that
the candidates must study the
leaked paper in Bhopal under
his supervision to prevent
widespread dissemination,”
said additional SE. STF, Vinod
Kumar Singh.

Exam fiasco hits hard: Odisha girl travels
600km, J&K doc spends ?‘12k on hotel trip
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p Continued fromP 1

were unsure what to be-

lieve so they reached the
venues anyway, and some
hoped to find answers to their
immediate next question —
what would the next date of
the exam be?

There was no clarity what-
soever on offer: Atthe venues,
each candidate echoed the
other's confusion and anxiety,
and distress building up
over davs In the academic cal-
endar slipping away. Indigna-
tion was directed at the Na-
tional Testing Agency (NTA),
which many candidates
called “irresponsible”.

Among the 2 lakh candi-
dateswhoweretositforNEET-
PG, there were many who had
travelled long distances and
following carefully nurtured
dreams to reach the exam cen-
tres — like Neha Tabassum,
who came to Noida from Jam-
mu with her husband, spend-
ing Rs 12,000 on tickets and a
hotel, money that went down
the drain. “I discovered the ex-
am was postponed only when
I was on my way to the centre
in the morning. It took two
vears of preparation, and this
would have been my second at-
tempt, What kind of exam ar-
rangement is this? It's frus-
trating,” she said.

Sunanda Pansari, who
came to an exam centre in
Bhubaneswar from Kalahan-
diin Odisha, 600km away, said
it was exasperating that the
exam's dates had been
changed four times. “This is
extremely wrong. [ have trav-
elled 6800km to attend the ex-
am. We should have been in-
formed at least 24 hours in ad-
vance about the decision.
There is also no information
(from govt) on the paper leak

S“'ﬂme wWere unaware, some
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Students protest against NEET-UG re-test in Rajkot on Sunday. Shocked
by the uncertainty over a national exam like NEET, a candidate said

asof now,” she said, referring
tothe NEET-UG fiasco.

K Nageswara Rao, whose
son was to take theexam in Vi-
sakhapatnam, travelled
200km to reach the Andhra
Pradesh capital from East Go-
davari. “It was a bolt from the
blue,” he said of the sudden
cancellation. “No one has a
clue when the exam will be
held next. My son quit his job
to prepare fora year. Now, he is
not sure what to do, go back to
working immediately or wait
till the exam dates are an-
nouncedagain,” he said.

Sankha Mandal, a medical
officer with the railways who
was to appear for NEET-PG at
a centre in Kolkata, was simi-
larly distraught, “It's very
tough to prepare for such a
tough competitive exam while
working a full-time jobh, The
indefinite wait for the next
date is painful,” he said.

Outside 10N Digital Zone in
Noida, one of the exam venues
in Delhi-NCR, K Murli from
Bangalore, who has been stay-
ing in Delhi to prepare for
NEET PG, said the exam’s
dates had anyway been
changed three times already
and the uncertainty has driven
up stress levels. “The first date
for NEET PG this year was

Cong expels 5 for ink attack on
Odisha unit chief over NEET stir

March 3, then it was postponed
toJuly 7and again advanced to
June 23. Now, it has been post-
poned till further notice, this
time just 12 hours before the ex-
am. This uncertainty is ex-
tremely stressful. The exam
system and management need
to think from a student’s per-
spective,” hesaid.

Lambasting NTA, whose di-
rector-general Subodh Singh
was removed by govt on Satur-
day evening as the nodal exam-
ination body battles a ecrisis,
Atul, an MBBS graduate from
Delhi, asked, “How does one
pursue academics in such a
shaky and mismanaged scena-
rio? This is the third major ex-
am to be cancelled within a
week after UGC-NET and
CSIR-UGCNET."

Another MBES grad, An-
kit, who lives in Ghaziabad,
said he left his job just to pre-
pare for NEET PG. “I am
shocked by the uncertainty
over a national exam like
NEET,” he said.

Neelam Upadhyvay, a Delhi
resident, knew about the post-
ponement, but felt she could
not trust anything till she saw
for herself because of the
amount of misinformation
that swirls around. So, she
landed up at the Noida centre.

“l came just to check if the no-
tification about the exam ecan-
cellation was real or fake
news,"” shesaid.

Renu Aggarwal, the chief
medical superintendent of
the district hospital in Noida
was there too, not as a govt
representative but as a moth-
er. Her son was to appear for
NEET PG. “If they wanted to
postpone the exam for securi-
ty reasons, they should have
done it earlier, giving time to
students. Many students got
harassed due to this sudden
change,” she said.

Ankita, a candidate from
Gurgaon, said postponement
was annoying, but “it is better
this way than to rewrite the
paper, if a paper leak were to
befound”.

Outside an exam centre in
Jaipur, Yash Dubey, a practis-
ing doctor, pointed out that the
delay would prove costly for
some candidates. “There are
many candidates who are opt-
ingfor Institute of National Im-
portance Combined Entrance
Test {(INI-CET) counselling to
opt a PG seat at AIIMS. Those
who get a seat via INI-CET but
give it up have to pay Rs 3 lakh.
Now, with a delay in NEET-PG,
candidates who thought of bet-
tering their rank and landing a
seat in their desired course at
AIIMS will have to take up
seats in whichever courses
they have got at present
through INI-CET. This will at
least assure them of a PG seat.
Later, however, if they get their
desired course through NEET-
PG, they will have to vacate the
INI-CET seat, and for this, have
to pay Rs 3 lakh. How is this
fair? he asked.

(With inputs from Uma
Maheshin Vizag. Nirupa
Vatvam in Hvderabad,
Suparna Roy in Jaipur and
Poulami Roy in Kolkata)

Tharoor mocks
UP over paper

leaks, BJP calls

it insult to state

New Delhi: A screenshot
shared by Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor on social media mock-
ing UP over the spate of paper
leaks led to several BJP leaders
reacting strongly with Union
minister Jitin
Prasada dub-
bing itan insult
tothe state.

“I don't see
the humour in
running down
my state and its people by ster-
eotyping them with such con-
demnable remarks. Such an in-
sult to UP is deplorable and
must be condemned in stron-
gest words,” Prasada said.

Assam CM Himanta Biswa
Sarma said, “This gentleman
frequently indulges in satiris-
ing various cultures (first
North-East and now UP) with
remarkably caustic words.”

The comments came in re-
sponse to Tharoor'sposton X in
which a respondent is shown
“rewarded” 10710 for the re-
sponse “where answer is out
before question™ against a que-
ry in Hindi, “Uttar Pradesh
kise kehte hain”™. He comment-
ed on the post with “shandaar”,
also adding the hashtag “Pa-
riksha pecharcha”. twn

[ | , gl I
says it's critica
to hold key tests
with diligs:ance
New Delhi: The Indian Medi-
cal Association (IMA)on Sun-
day lauded govt for enacting
stringent laws to address mal-
practice and irregularities in
competitive examinations
amid controversy over al-
leged paper leak of NEET-UG
and postponement or cancell-

ing of various otherexams.
While many doctors
groups and opposition party
members had demanded a ret-
est, IMA supported govt move
to go ahead with counselling
for allotting seats to successful
candidates. “We recognise
that students are the future of
India, anditiscritical that im-
portant competitive exams
are conducted with utmost

diligence and confidentiali-
tv.” the IMA said.

Manash.Gohain
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Citingthe Bihar
Police investigation which
showed that prima facie all
the beneficiaries of the pa-
per leak of NEET-UG took
the exams In different cen-
tres in Patna, National Test-
ing Agency (NTA) on Sun-
day maintained that the
*leak” was alocalised affair,

On a day when CBI for-
mally took up the probe and
appeared set to take over the
separate investigations into
irregularities inthe medical
entrance exam, NTA soure-
es said 17 of the NEET-UG
applicants suspected to have
benefited from the leak took
exams at 13 of the 70 centres
in Patna.

Highlighting this, sourc-
es emphasised that 1 lakh
candidates, who are most
likely to secure an MBBS/
dental seat, were spread
across 4,500 of 4,750 centres,
implying that the leak did
not affect other centres, in-
cluding 57 others in Patna.

The assessment, though
preliminary innature which
would require corrobora-
tion by CEBI, strengthens
NTAs case against cancella-
tion of NEET-UG unless
the Supreme Court deems
otherwise. The apex court,
which is scheduled to hear
the matter on July 8, has not
stopped the counselling
process, but has not ruled
out cancellation. Sources de-
bunked allegations that the
toppers were bunched in
“particular centres”.

NTA sources said of the 19

Tines News NETwoRK

New Delhi: Seventeen can-
didates who had appeared
for the NEET-UG exam on
May 5 from centres in Bihar
have been barred from tak-
ing the test, the National
Testing Agency said based
on inputs.

“This takes the number
of total candidates barred
from the exam this year to
110,” an NTA official added.

Dharmendra Pradhan said
this was the time to ‘reduce
the anxiety of students

and rebuild their trust by
safeguarding their interest’

suspects identified by Bihar
Police, two were not “wvalid
candidates”. “Rest of the 17
who were in contact with the
solver gang are spread across
13 centres in Patna, which
points to a very localised is-
sue,” a source said.

Govt on Saturday had re-
placed the NTA leadership,
while appointing a seven-
member ‘NTA reform panel’
to strengthen the integrity
of the examinations. The
panel will have its first meet-
ingon Monday.

Meanwhile, a remark by
education minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan was seen
as an indication that govt is
open to any suggestion for a
drastic reconfiguration of
the examination process.
“India needs a flexible and
less stressful exam system
like the Scholastic Aptitude
Test (SAT). the admission
test for colleges in the US,”
Pradhan told the media.

Bihar Police submitted a
report on the investigation

The agency had earlier
barred 63 candidates for
adopting unfair means in the
exam. On Saturday 30 addi-
tional candidates from Guja-
rat’s Godhra were debarred.
As many as 67 students had
scored a perfect 720 in the
NEET-UG exam, unprece-
dented in the NTA's history,
with six from a centre in Ha-
ryana's Faridabadfiguring in
the list, raising suspicions
about irregularities. [t wasal-

Pradhan; India needs flexible,
less stressful exam system

sought by the education
ministry on Saturday “Pri-
ma facie from the report, the
incident seems localised.
But to get to the root of the
matter is important, which
is why a thorough investiga-
tion is being sought by CBL"
a senior govt official said.

Pradhan said, “Let the
professional agency do the
probe. Bihar and Gujarat Po-
lice did a good job of inter-
cepting and preventing mal-
practices.”

He said govt acted in the
most  “transparent man-
ner”, “Actionon NTA and re-
form of the agency has been
initiated, and the probe
handed over to CBIL."

Pradhan also said this
was the time to “reduce the
anxiety of students and re-
build their frust by safe-
cuarding their interest”, and
refused to comment on the al-
legationslevelled by theoppo-
sition as well as the demand
for his resignation. He, how-
ever, indicated that he would
put the facts before the House
during the first Parliament
gession of the 18th Lok Sabha
starting on Monday.

Govt sources said apart
from NTA reforms, the
“eoaching mafia” had also
emerged as a concern, indi-
cating thatthe whole irregu-
larities issue was driven by
it. They said expensive pri-
vate coaching was made a
“compulsion” among the
middle class, whereas
NEET-UG 2024 results
showed that students from
rural areas and those with-
out coaching could also per-
form well.

17 aspirants who appeared earlier in
Bihar centres barred from NEET-UG

leged that grace marks con-
tributed to 67 students shar-
ing the toprank. Later, the Su-
preme Court ordered cancel-
lation of grace marks and
provided the option of retest.
Close to 24 lakh candi-
dates sat for the NEET-UG
exam, held on May 5 across
4,750 centres. Initially ex-
pected onJune 14, the results
were announced on June 4
due to early completion of
answer sheet evaluations.

Ph. 0135-2750984,

777, Saatvik Towers, Rajender Nagar, Kaulagarh Road,
Dehradun-248001, Uttarakhand, India

fﬂ DEHRADUN SMART CITY LIMITED
DEHRADUN

- Email: smartcity-dscluk.gov.in
Letter No. 01/DSCL/Bandwidth/2024-25

Dated: 24.06.2024

the charges and blamed Con-
gress infighting, reports De-
babrata Mohapatra.

Those expelled are Pra-
kash Mishra, Shriyvasmita
Panda, Sandip Routray, Ama-
resh Paridaand Aryvan Samal.
“Their indisciplined act dam-
aged the image of the party,”
Santosh Singh Saluja, chair-
man of Congress’s disciplin-
ary committee, said.

Bhubaneswar: Five Con-
gressmembers in Odisha, in-
cluding a woman, were ex-
pelled Sunday for alleged in-
volvement in an ink attack
on state unit president Sarat
Pattanayvak three days ago.
Pattanayak had accused BJP
of engineering the attack be-
cause of Congress protests
against the alleged NEET-
UG paper leak, BJP denied

E-Tender Notice
Dehradun Smart City Limited invites online bids from eligible Bidders
(15P/Bandwidth Providers) through hitps:/fwww uktenders gov.in for Supply,
Installation and Commissioning of Leased Circuit & Internet Bandwidth for
Dehradun Integraled Command & Control Centre in Dehradun City. Delails
of ToR document can be oblained from the website
www.smarlcitydehradun.uk.gov.in. Last date of online bid submission is on
22.07.2024 by 13:30 hrs. Bids will be openad on 22-07-2024 at 17:00 hrs at
DSCL Office.For any further information one may contact during any working

hours in DSCL office. Chief Executive Officer, DSCL

@ Office of The Additional Chief Engineer, PHED, |5
Region-Kota Sn

!v General public is hereby informed that
an unidentified dead body of an
unknown male Age: Approx 45 years,
Complexion: Shallow, Height: 57",
Face: Long, Built: Medium, Hair:
Long, was wearing Blue colour Printed
Shirt, Blue colour Pant and Hawai
Chappal in feet, was found in
unconscious/dead condition at N.S.
Marg, in front of Tikona Park, Darya
Ganj, Delhi on 19.06.2024. In this regard a DD No. 14A U/s
174 CrPC, Dated 20.06.2024, has been lodged at P.S.
Darya Ganj, Delhi.

His dead body has been preserved in MAMC Hospital
Mortuary for 72 Hrs. Any person having any information or
clue about the deceased may kindly inform to the

undersigned on the following address or telephone nos.
SHO
P.S. Darya Ganj, Delhi
Ph.: 011-23279331, 8750870421

DP/7961/CD/2024

Notice Inviting Bid
Bids for water supply works ame invited from interested bidders upto 16-07-2024 11:00

Hours. Other particulars of the bid may be visited an the hitp./'www.eproc. rajasihan. gov.in and
hitip:!fsppp.rajasthan.gov.in website detail are following:-

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

NIT.No. Mame of work Estimated | Date &time
COS3t for online
submission
of tender
o2/ Execution Testing Commissioning of Transmission | Rs 418.36 | 14.06.2024 at
2024-25 | Main. Rising Main, ESR CD3 & VDS under JUM For Croros [ 17:00 Hrs upto
345 Villages of Bundi Distt. Fed From WTF Kapren 16.07.2024
Under Monera water Supply Project (Kota -Bundi) {upto 11:00
[PACKACE-4] Hrs)
UBN No. PHE2425WS0OB01637
Shubhanshu Dixit)
itional Chief Engineer
DIPRIC/45T7/2024 PHED, Region, Kota

2% AT AT e v, 7 v Afvairae! faumm &, s .;ﬁ‘g,
ﬁﬁ'mﬂ 12206451 §9= rj_acebi@nic.in —

wHish: #6376 T 2024-25/1792-1820 fara:-14.06.2024
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¥ Al 39U AWAEIEE Cwww.phedwalerrajasthan.gov.in®,
“www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in T3 hitp:/eproc.rajasthan.gov.in T 157 15.06.2024
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Hans Wellness Centres aim to improve health
and wellness outcomes and bring equity to
students. Under this project, a school clinic will

Hans Wellness Centres

be set up with:

& MBBS Doctors
&8 Psychologists
& Health Screening

e Medicines
& Counselling

[=]:s

PARTNERSHIP ELIGIBILITY:

1) Schools must have monthly fees under 4,000
2) Have minimum enrollment of 1,000 students

...J&fm i

SFOMDATION

3) Schools must offer approx. 450 sq.ft. classroom

To visit our wabsite

Scan here!

Y _.__:-;-...;' L T T o e
" .4 T

pleuse reach out at

~for HWC setup
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Day after 2 brothers suspected as poachers killed in sanctuary, Assam CM orders probe

day after two brothers, who were suspected to be poachers, were shot dead inside Laokhowa Wildlife Sanctuary in Nagaon district,

Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma on Sunday ordered the state chief secretary to constitute an ingquiry commission to investigate
the matter, reports Mukut Das. Following the order, Nagaon DM Narendra Shah has entrusted ADM Sudeep Nath to start a detailed
inquiry into the incident under guidelines of NHRC. Shah also asked Nath to complete the probe within 10 days and submit the report.

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

doctor declared him dead..
dated 19.06.2024, has been lodged at P.S. New Delhi
Railway Station, Delhi.

His dead body has been preserved in LHMC Hospital
Mortuary for 72 Hrs. Any person having any information or clue
about the deceased may kindly inform to the undersigned on

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

~ X
General public is hereby informed that
an unidentified dead body of type male
Age: 30 years, Complexion: Shallow,
Height: 5'6", Face: Round, Built:
Medium, was wearing Orange colour
T-Shirt and Blue colour Jeans, was
found Ajmeri Gate side Main Hall near
Janaahar, New Delhi Railway Station,
Delhi at 3:52 AM on 19.06.2024 and
admitted in LHMC Hospital where
In this regard a DD No. 05A,

Sex: Male, Aged: 20 Years, Height:
Shallow, Wearing: Skyblue Colour Underwear. The dead
body of deceased preserved for 72 hours in LHMC

Mortuary for ldentification.

If any one having any information or clue about this male
deceased may kindly be informed undersigned.

General Public is hereby informed
that an unidentified dead body of a
male namely Unknown, Slo:
7 _| Unknown, R/o: Unknown was
“°| found dead on 20.06.2024 at Rani
Jhansi Road, Pahar Ganj, Delhi. In
this regard DD No.: 03A, Dated:
20.06.2024 has been lodged at
Police Station, Pahar Ganj,
Delhi-55. Photo is not clear.
|dentification of unidentified dead
body of male is as under:

raising

5'4" Complexion:

body.

Agra: Severe injuries re-
vealed in the autopsy of a Da-
lit prisoner who died in cus-
tody have shocked the au-
thorities in UP’'s Firozabad,
Serious
about police and jail conduct.
Aakash Kumar, 28, of Nagla
*achiva, was arrested by
cops last Monday on suspi-
cion of bike theft and sent to
jail on Wednesday, Just 40
hours later, he was dead.

His autopsy, conducted by
ateam of three doctors
14 severe injurv marks on his
These included a blue
patch around his left eye and
bruises on his neck, arms,

i T e

UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
GOVERNMENT MEDICAL COLLEGE & ASSOCIATED

Phone No.

HOSPITAL, KATHUA

:- 01922-295586 Email : kathuagme1
ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE

{@gmail.com

the following address or telephone nos. SHO,
SHO Mob.: 8750870427 & 8750042525 Pahar Ganj,
P.S. NDRS, Delhi DP/7947/CD/2024 Delhi
DP/7973/Rly/2024 Ph.: 011-27744073, 8750871305
v
G2@ ﬁ v SH?
o =

FINT TS H2AaHAT g esleresren
Svama Pravad Mookerjee Port, Kolkata
fFormerty KOLKATA PORT TRUST)
Tender No.: SMPK/MRN/SDDS/MDRG/KDS/I, dated 14.06.2024
Bid No. GEM/2024/B/5047406, dated 14.06.2024 is invited for
Maintenance Dredging in the shipping channel leading to Kolkata Dock

System of Syama Prasad Mookerjee Port, Kolkata

Subject :
Professor on academic arrangement basis under 5.0-364 of 2020 dated 27-11-2020, in Governmant
Medical College, Kathua.

In terms of 5.0-364 of 2020 dated 27-11-2020, applications on plain paper are invited from all the
aeligible candidates (Mon-Domicile and Domicile of UT of J&K) for engagement as Professors,
Associate Professors (initially for a period of three years) and Assistant Professors (initially for a period
of one year) on acadamic arrangement basis, axtendable up to a maximum of six years (one year al a time
and subject o good performance and conduct) or till the selection/promotion is made in accordance with

Advertisemant for engagement of Professor, Associate Professor and Assistant

Estimated Value for Five years Last date of submission
Rs. 18053 Lakhs 12.07.2024 upto 18:00 hrs.

G2@

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Details available at www.smportkolkata.shipping.gov.in and https:/fgem.gov.in

recruitment rules goverming the respective posts, whichever is earier
The eligibility conditions and age for submitting the applications shall be as menfioned in the below

Note : In-service candidates shall not be eligible for engagement under these rules.

Documents Required : Candidates shall submit the self-attested copies of the following documents with
thair applications enclosad with documeni checklist [ Annaxure-A) ; -

1.  Daleof Birth Proaof {10 Marks card/ 10" Diploma/Municipal Council).

Tender Notice No. AGC-EL-GSU-T-11-24 Date: 12.06.2024/21.06.2024

Approximate Cost of work: Rs. 27206695 44/-, Closing date of Tender; 15.07.2024
@ 12:00 Hrs. For full details and submission of bid please see the Indian Railways
websile www.ireps.gov.in Tender can only be submitted through wab portal www,
ireps.gov.in upto12:00 hrs. on 15.07.2024. 1090/24(K)

eligible for the post. Eligibiity of the candidates shall be considered as per seleclion crileria prescribed for
the post. It is the sole responsibiiity of the applicant that the documents attached with the application should
be legible and properly arranged in a series as mentioned in the adverisement notice. lllegible,
dark'washed out, misprinted documenis and documents submitted after the last date of submission of
applications shall not ba considered for evaluation. All the documents submitied by the candidates
should be self-attested.

The details of the posts are as under :-

Bid document available from : 26.06.2024 onwards. Last date
for bid submission : 25.07.2024, 16:00 Hrs. Opening of bid
documents : 26.07.2024, 16:15 Hrs.

The Tender documents can be obtained through KPPportal from
the tendering web-site http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in Aspiring

Custody death: Autopsy finds
Injury marks on man'’s body

Deepak.Lavania
@timesgroup.com

Cops tortured him for 750k, says wife

reeti, widow of deceased Dalit prisoner Aakash Kumar,

Cconcerns

recounted the harrowing events that led to her husband's
death, claiming she received a phone call soon after cops detained
Aakash, demanding Rs 50,000 to free him. As she was arranging the
money, news of his death reached her, reports Deepak Lavania. On
Friday morning, two plainclothes policemen arrived at Aakash's
home and obtained his father's signature on a blank piece of
paper. Only then did they inform the family of Aakash's death.
“They threatened us to cremate the body early on Saturday,” she
added. She demanded severe punishment for officers involved.

,found
head injury.”

thighs, scapular region, but-
tocks, and lower back. Blood
was also oozing from his nose.
The cause of death was stated
as “coma due to antemortem

Additional details from
the postmortem report noted
a “bluish contusion on the

of his left eve”

panied by abrasions.

Further injuries included
swelling on the man’s right
arm, wrist, buttocks and his
right hand. A blue mark was

upper evelid and conjunctiva
A painful
swelling was observed be-
hind his right elbow, accom-

found on the anterior part of
his right thigh, while swelling
was observed on the lateral as-
pect of his left thigh. And
“abraded contusion 17x16 cm
overthe left scapular region.™
While jail administration
claimed Aakash died of ill-
ness, postmortem report con-
tradicted this, revealing the
extent of his injuries. Con-
flicting medical reports from
district hospital and district
jail have raised questions
about their accuracy.
superintendent (jail) A K
Singh declined to comment
on district hospital’s medical
examination. “The entire
matter is being investigated,
and whoever is found guilty
will be punished,” he stated.

HC cuts jail term in Pocso
case for lack of ‘valid reason’

Vasantha.Kumar@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Pointing out that val-
id reasons must be assigned while
awarding maximum sentence, the
Karnataka high court recently
commuted the sentence imposed
upon anaccusedina Pocso Act case
to 10 vears in jail. Partly allowing
the appeal filed by the ac-
cused, 27, from Chikkamaga-

Theaceused had befriended ami-
nor girl in his neighbourhood. In
June 2016, he sexually assaulted her
repeatedly, In Dec 2016, the girl's

cused argued that age of the girl
was not proven through properand
valid documents. After perusing
the material on record, thedivision
bench noted the oral testimony of
the girl disclosed hinted at consent
on her part. “Her consent is imma-
terial. Her actual age, at the time of
the incident, was 12 yvears. But trac-
es of consent militate
against the 1mposition of

has failed to assign reasons for im-
posing maximum sentence of life
imprisonment. Accused has to be
sentenced in accordance with law

Lack of injuries doesn’t rule
out rape, says HC, denies bail

Not a drop of
water in 2200cr
Karnataka dam

built last year

Vinobha KT@timesgroup.com

Mangaluru: A Rs 200-crore
bridge-cum-dam built across
river Nethravathi in Hareka-
la, Karnataka, and ready a
vearago toserve partsof Man-
galuru and twin city suburbs

table - laru, a division bench com- maximum sentence under of Ullal and Bantwal, does not
Posts Selection and Eligibility Criteria Dy. Chief Electrical Engineer (Gati Shakti), Morth Central Railway, Agra on behalf of prising Justices Sreenivas Section 6 of Pocso Act,” the have even a drop of water:
Professor President of India invites "Open Tender” through on line anly (E-Tendering) for Harish Kumar and CM Joshi, bench added. The bridge-cum-saltwater-
Associate As per the criteria prescribed under GO. Order NO.: - 5.0-364 of 2020 the following works. however, increased the fine “We find that the sen- exclusion dam awaits a cru-
Bistsicanod Dated : 27.11.2020 and 282-JK (HME) of 2023 Dated : 04.04.2023 Name of work with its location & Completion Peried: Electrical TRD work relaled slapped on him by a special tence imposed is dispropor- : cial survey that will deter-
‘;f;';:;ﬂr Ezz:g't‘;i;‘; ?r:t::'g 'g?ais‘gt'::ﬁf’;m‘““ g::"at‘ﬂd'aﬂm by crrwering Btadeaul'D court from Rs 5,000 to Rs 25,000, tionate inasmuch the special court | mine how much area it will
: pletion Period: 12 months.

submerge and the compensa-
tion amount that needs to be
paid to people whose land was
acquired for its construction.

2. MBBS Degree and MCI/State Medical Council Registration certificate. _ mother lodged a complaint after she as it stood on the date of erime — Mangaluru MLA and legis-
4. Post-Gresiaton Degrod in neevant subpct and ML USTate Madicsl Loundt Registration oerincate <) ceRONCR [ @northoentriraiivay il North conralrabays _ wwmactndamraliays o found her daughter pregnant. A girl  Aug16, 2019. Section 6 of Pocso Act, @ lative assembly speaker UT
‘;- :gg:ﬁ[’:ﬂxnﬂgﬂ C":'”'"EE“E’FE'”” MBES Internship Complation Certificate. was born and DNA test proved the as it stood then, permitted imposi- Khader said the survey would
drEs o Al Frofs. 1 (o Final : : : > 3
accused was the biological father. tion of a minimum sentence of 10 be done soon so that the dam
8.  Teaching Experience as per G.0. Order No.. - 262-JK(HME) of 2023 Daled: 04.04.2023. @ EA.HEA LORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED Police had re gisltgered an FIR vears rigorous imprisonment and : can start storing water. “All
7.  Research Publications, Parficipation with Oral Presentation, Participation with Poster Presentation of at: (Wholly Owned Government of Karnataka Undertaking) 1 filed a chargesheet aft . : f life i I t ork 11 ted ? H: < k‘ 1
Papers, Credit for writing & Book or Chapter as per G.0. Order No.:- 282-JK(HME) of 2023 Dated BRIEF TENDER NOTIFICATION afd 11led d chal gesiieet allel Coll-  Imaximuin o1 e lUnprisorliment. WOIks lelaled 10 Halckald
04.04.2023. ducting investigations. On Junell, Tosubjectan accused to maximum dam are complete. We have
. Gold Medal for overall first position in MBBS/BDS. (Through KPP Portal Only)) 2018, a special court in Chikkama- sentence requires assienment of : been conducting trial runs to
8. Higher Qualification Certificate (DM/MCH/DNE Super Speciality). BESCOM invites tenders against below enquiry Nos. through galuru had awarded him life sen- wvalid reasons which are not forth- see how much water it can
10.  Affidavit duly attested from 1" class Magistrate stating that the applicantis not in active Govi. Services KPP portal for procurement of following materials. tence under Section 6 of Pocso Act coming in the impugned judg- store. The areas that will be
1 ggf;"ﬂlag;mﬁ cate. ifany 1) BESCOM/GM(Q,S&5)/2024-25/02: Supply of Safety Belt and Rs 5,000 fine after holding him ment,” the division bench further : submerged when storage be-
2 mmi“a Gt mﬂﬁmﬁ JEK (FAvailable) with Accessories (fall protection kit). guﬂ&yfﬂrcrlymnal 111t1m|1dalmn. observed while modifying the sen- gins wﬂl_ -E'llE:CI be measured.
13.  Any other document, if required by selection committee during the process of recruitment. 2) BESCOM/GM(Q,5&5)/2024-25/03: Supply of Electrical Challenging the verdict, theac- tenceawarded totheaccused. We'll mi.u?t:dtm ti‘lE E}h_:d;m leve!
Note :- Only submission of the application and requisite documents doesn't imply that the candidate is Safety Shoeswithtwo pairofSOCKS ] | rerressmsrmrernsarra it s e s e e e s s s gt s e s 0 a point at which armers

and nearby residents are not
affected. Compensation will
be paid to property owners
based on the survey. In future,
the storage level can be in-
creased,” he said.

{A) Professor bidders need to register on KPP portal. Further, bidders can “Even if water is stored
S. No. | Department | Vacancy take assistance with KPFPP helpdesk at +91-8046010000, up to two meters, that would
; :‘”:,l::.“’l II E: +91-8068948777, email-support@eprochelpdesc.com Rosy.Sequeira@timesgroup.com leged act, it was unnatural on his : be sufficient for the time be-
5 r:l mmnl:g?h'ledicins 51 Sd/- General Manager, Ele., part to reach out to her father, said : ing,” headded.
z TE“EE:M;S Sy e ey o1 Quality Standards & Safety, Mumbai: Denying bail to a man the advocate, adding that the medi- Dakshina Kannada deputy
5 Dermaloiogy uﬂnnm?mw g Leprosy 01 For Electricity Related Complaints Call: 1942 BESCOM, Il Floor, K.R.Circle, booked for raping a 17-year-old girl, cal report showed no physical inju- commissioner Mullai Muhilan
5 Paychialy 5 + Bangalore-560 001. the Bombay HC recently said hecan- riesorsignsof forcedsexasclaimed : MP said, “I don't think there is
g Orthopedics — o1 Uownload BESCOM MITHRA Mabile App. Ph.No: 080-2225 2128. not be given a clean chit just because by the girl. fear of submersion of nearby
A Obsteirics & Gynecology oY there were no injuries on her body, The judge said the girl’s state- villages due to the new dam.”
] Radio-diagnosis |Radiology) o1 UJVN Ltd. “Merely because medical re- ment shows that when she was The four-metre high dam
10, Radiotherapy (Oncology) o1 Y [ﬁﬂr!Uﬁﬂ-’&l'il}ﬂE"ﬁ]Gfg:i EEgtﬂrﬂfiaﬂi!' T port does not explicitly describe aloneataplace away from her resi- was launched by state minis-
k Blood Bank 01 T Jelephone-0135-2763808 Fax 0135-2763508 any injuries on body of the girl, it dence and in a disturbed mental : ter for minor irrigation JC
(B) Associate Professor CIN No. U40101UR20015GC025866 Website: www.ujvnl.com cannot be said the applicant can be  state, the man approached her. Af- Madhu Swamy in 2020. The
S.No. | Department Vacancy RO No. 527 E-TENDER NOTICE Date: 22.06.2024 given any certificate of innocence. tershejoined him in his vehicle, he bridge provides easy accessto
1. Biochemistry 01 : : o In fact, the report does conclude gaveherwatertodrinkandthereaf- : people from Puttur, Bantwal
: . The office of the Executive Engineer (EEM-SHP), UJVN Limited, ’ - ) ’
2 Forensic Medicins o Rishikesh, invites online bids fm,?n inte,éﬁted partie}s_ Brief summary that sexual assault cannot beruled ter, she fell asleep. She described in : and other taluks to reach Ha-
4 General Medicine ol oftenders are given below: out,” said Justice Manish Pitale in “sufficient detail” what he did. rekala, Konaje, Mudipu,
‘; ;”b"““f‘gs‘ﬁ SO TRGOMIERY SN g: 1. E-Tender No. 01/EE(E&M)/(SHP)/RISHIKESH/2024-25 aJune1lorder. He said it is not the man’s case : Thokkotu, Ullal, and Kerala.
3 Rx::ila ”“rg::: e = Name of Work/Supply/Services: “Supply of safety items for RPN The FIR said the girl had left thatheknewherortheyhadanyvre- Barricades for the 7.5-
- = BdiD—Thiﬂp [Dnﬁmﬁy — SHP Dunao, District Pauri Garhwal, Pilangad SHP. District home due to some reasons. Theman  lationship to indicate this could be : metre-wide road over the
5 Phsiai e dizm — H:hahimﬂmn 5 Uttarkashi, Urgam SHP, District Chamoli . found her crying, convinced her to  the backdrop for consensual sex. dam were earlier removed by
(C) Assistant Professor ﬁ E'Tﬂr}dﬁr 'I_":E'EDEEIE}EE&”W {E_HFIL'_';E_ISHITEEHEM?'EE AC liaht 20 with him, took her to a hotel and Dismissing the bail petition, youth organization members
e, [ Bt o Srabia il i b L, S Bl bt forced himself on her, it said. The Justice Pitale said “the allegations : when the model code of con-
iesel vehicle (M&M Bolero camper/ Double cabin or equivalent) + dsvRa Slickat R tatha d { ’ T ; it wae 4 ¥ gy
1. Anatomy 0z without driver for one year on rent basis for Urgam SHP (2x1500 kW) IR e e PHADEC LRESUHARAMG (e SEEIONE RRE e S Eees fcg.ls' MDL WS AN Ik B0k
2, Pharmacoiogy (1] in District Chamoli.” gave him a location to fetch her. Ae-  tered... are equally serious”, in- 2023. A case in this regard
3. General Medicine 02 Estimated cost: 1. Rs. 7,95,000.00 (GST Extra) 2.Rs. 2,96,400.00 cused wasarrested on April17,2023. cluding under Pocso Act. was booked by police then.
4 Community Medicine (GST Extra) The mansadvocate 00— MM —m —m ——m
a) Assistant Professor [ Date of availability of bid document on website:- 24.06.2024 said the allegations do
b) Medical Officer of Health-cum-Lecturer/Assistant professor (UTHC) 01 from 16:00 Hrs not appear ngiUﬂl as he AP P EAL FU H I DE N TI F I c ATI 0 N Third ’H‘idgﬁ
c) Epidemiologist-cum-Assistant Professor 01 Last date for submission of bids on website:- 19.07.2024 up to himself called the girl's collapsesin
5. Obstetrics and Gynaecology 1600 Hrs. father informine him Biharinone
a) Assistant Professor a1 For fuller & further details, kindly visit e-procurement portal| | pocep o e e B General public is hereby el AEh:
b) ﬂﬂ;ﬂg g”;ﬂfh"“ Weifare Officer-cum-Lecturer/Assistan! Professor 01 http:/fuktenders.govin o . e Engineer (E&M-SHP), Rishikesh deed committed the al- informed that an unidentified ft-long bridge
f | e 5 dead body of Vagabond male| | beingbuilt
7. | Radioiherapy (Oncology) o2 ﬂﬁ e: tfiftl; :ffl a {s,htCnﬁné ple:mn: sstonsd oana
8 Anaesthesiology 01 o ealishn, neigni ‘6", Face:
B, Psychiatry 01 = 14 : Champaran
10. P::r;icglr:'lﬂdi:ine and Rehabilitation 01 b, BANGALDHE WATEH su PPI'Y AND SEWERAGE BGAHD Rﬂur:‘:d. Built: MEdIU.m' was collapsed on
Tha salary shall ba pald as per crileria manbonad in 5.0-364 of 2020 dated 27-11-2020. The appointrmant W'Eﬂrlng Elﬂﬂk ﬂﬂlﬂl_.ll' Shll"t, Blﬂ{:l{ Sl..lI'IdEl].I',
apgainst the advertised posts shall and shall always be on academic arrangameant basis only without _ o i
conferment of any preferential right on the appointee for regular appointment against these posts, which IHWA“““ F DH TE"“ER f""mllﬂh HFP Fﬂﬂal untﬂ EU'DUF PE ntr End BE o fEEtT yes m?rklng the
shall be made sirictly in accordance with the relevant recruitment rules ' ' ' found dead near Gate No. 3, third bridge

BWSSB invite tenders in Two Stage Tender System from Eligible Contractors
for the below mentioned works.

collapseinthe
state withina

Candidates may note that their candidature will remain provisional till the genuinenass of their documeants
relating to educational qualification is verified by tha Appointing Autharity. The candidates are advised to go

Metro Station Ashok Nagar, Delhi. In this regard a

through the rgqunen;enm of educational qualification and certificates to !Eahsf:.- themselves that they are DD No. 68A, dated 24.05.2024, has been Iﬂdg&d week, reports
ligible for the 1. Hthed nts submitted by the candidates I found subsiantialed or correct b

fhgm;rlllaaﬁzny puEi,mﬁ:ﬂm;. I;E :andidmuri will b: mnmzllﬂfjrfﬂﬁr?miail quaﬂﬁezll-lngas?in;amw 5hair; Name of Work Amount Put to Tender at P'S' Hﬂl"i Nﬂgaﬂ DEI hi- Chandra

be initiated, or any other action as may be deemed appropriate by the commities, shall be taken, EMD Any pEFE{Jn hﬂ‘u"iﬁg En:,r infﬂrmati{}n or ﬂll.lE-’ Ehﬂut Bhushan

In case of any dispute, the decision of Chairperson of the Selection Commities shall be final. ) ] R . ; : Pan N

The applications along with requisite documents must reach the office of the Principal, Govt. Medical |  IIUUTENIEGERH TR DTG EEEETIN G B E QRO MR TVEL TR EVED B Gl R E RGBT thetﬁe“'ﬁ?sﬂfj mag;mdly '":‘Jlr”"' tt_lﬂ the undersigned EEEESD
College, Kath reqisterad t or by hand before 05.07.2024 (01:00 PM). Applicati nt by an EE L W e T e L R E e PN T PR TR R, AT R TR AR TR N | PR L. P e R :

e e At e T e crierpefote SN il o: /S SB/EIC/CE(S)/ACE(S)-1/DCE(M)-1/TA(S)/96212024-25  Date:21.06.2024 [} Rekintbanditi bttt I T L T
MNote : Th s advertised th which t or likel fail L. Y ; g ; dand pohce
ngr, .'cl':r:il.::amnzrl:t m:; wiﬂmd::wﬁaiﬂar.nf:ﬁ:;r nf:va:;::i:il:r ?irﬁ'l:l‘ﬂl: t:ntam?m:a Work of providing and laying 100mm DI distribution water supply P.S. Hari Nagar, Delhi are probing
vacancies at any point of time till the completion of selection process without any further | | natwork 10 facilitate water supply facilities to Aircraft Employees DP/7979/WD/2024 Ph.: 011-28125719, 8750871128 theincident.

notification.

Rs. 312.54 lakhs
Rs. 5.53 lakhs

Sdl- Housing Co- operative Society Ltd., AECS 'A’ Block, at Singasandra,
S Ward No.191, Begur Hobli, Bangalore coming under the jurisdiction
of HSR layoutservice station of AEES-1-2 sub division

Office of The Chief Engineer (Bhopal Zone) P.W.D. Bhopal (M.P.)

{Ta be filed by Officlals) Govt. Medical l:l}l]ﬂgﬂ_ Kathua.

S.NO Tender Notice
Annexure-A " 5 - TETIET INUILILE
Documents Check List SO 364 Recruitment For the above works Last date and time for Receipt of tenders will be on 09.07.2024 NIT No. 11/ G. /1/Mis/Bpl.Z.12019 (Year 2024) Bhopal, Date 19-06-2024
Name: .......... -S0/DOMWO .. S TRTTERIS upto 15.00 hrs. The bids will be opened on : 11.07.2024 After 16.00 hrs. Online Tender for mentioned below are being invited. The Tender have been uploaded on the e-Procurement
Posi Applied: ...Dept. App-hed ..... Y RS 1 system of Public Works Department on the Portal https:/impteders.gov.in Tender details are a5 below:-
:EE:‘:EE_G:"" e T T | Sd/- Chief Engineer (South) S. | Tender | District Hauhirre Name of work Call |Costof| Remarks
gt Office of The Chief Engineer (East), 6th Floor, Gauvery Bhavan, KG Road, Bangalore-560009. work (PAC)
5. No. | Documents No. of Remarks (Rs.|
5 . . T T e T e R T T T e T e R A e e T e e e N
- Sncosm. No: BWSSB/EIC/CE(E)/ACE(E)-1/DCE(M)-1/TA(E)/958/2024-25 Date:20.06.2024 lack)
1 10™ DIPLOMA/MARKS CARD / D.O.B - , S— . 1 2 3 4 P 6 7 g
3 MBBS/ BDS / M.5C MEDICAL DEGREE Tender for the work of providing, laying and linking of 300mm dia T el = e PR EO g e
1 . : . 4 ! A5 Mmaca o A RENewal O f | e 5 2 ]
3 | MBBS/BDS ?EGHEE REGISTRATION EEFETIFIEM;E MS water supply line & 200mm dia MS Branch to Provide Water Rs. 250.18 lakhs PWDRB_| puram |Renewal|road, Dhamasa Datwasa Shail road, | Cal Document ang
& MeBS ATTENPT GERTIFGATE Supply Facilities to M/S. ASTE (Defence Establishment) near|====: 1862 o1 Dl ot 1 SR omied
i ; . . ; g Sucmi
5 'MBBS INTERNSHIP COMPLETION CERTIFICATE Kempapura Village coming under Marathahalli service station of Rs. 4.43 lakhs E;EHE” EFE’H’;;J' Er";ggt G#;ﬂg; E;;’E’ED orline only.
7 MDA S /PRD MEDICAL DEGREE - VIS i |
B | MDMS/ DEGREE REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE e SE caub cvision 5 ' i Ig:élplgﬁlgﬂiﬂ lin h:uﬂaatll:la lgri?éimﬁ
For the above works Last date and time for Receipt of tenders will be on 08.07.2024 approach road, Kothra approach road,
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Mahayuti to hedge state poll
bets with please-all budget

Stage Set For A’ MONSOON SESSION'S TALKING PoINTs  CM awaits ‘BIP °

Stormy Final
Session In Maha

Chaitanya.Marpakwar
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: With Mahayuti
taking a drubbing in the Lok
Sabha elections, Maharash-
tradeputy chief ministerand
finance minister Ajit Pawar
will look to do a balancing act
and reach out to castes, back-
ward communities and mi-
norities as he presents a pop-
ulist, please-all poll budget
during the monsoon session
of the state legislature that
begins on Thursday.

The last session before as-
sembly polls, likely to be held
in Oct, is expected to be
stormy as govt will look to re-
ach out to voters and MVA,
still riding the high from its
stellar performance in LS
polls, will look to corner it
over several key issues, espe-
cially exam leaks, Maratha
and OBC reservation rows
and the agrarian crisis, as
well as expose ‘scams’.

Political observers said it
would be a challenge for govt
tomake sure the Budgetrings
in some positivity and is seen
as inclusive, especially for
backward castes and minori-

Panel: States’ bonuses
on top of paddy MSP

Maratha reservation: Activist
Manoj Jarange recently suspended
his fast, setting a July 13 deadline
for final notification over the ‘'sage
soyare’ (blood relatives) demand

OBC protests: Activists Laxman
Hake & Navnath Waghmare on
Saturday called off their hunger
stir against “a backdoor entry™
for Marathas into the OBC quota
after govt's written
assurance

Caste census:
- Amid the rows,
- oppn has pushed
for a caste-based
Census

pa

A

Muslim quota: Muslim netas
have renewed demand for
5% quota for the community

New policies: Oppn wants
policies on hoardings and
shifting chemical factories
out of residential areas

Farmer issues: Oppn &
farmer activists have sought
higher compensation for
crop damage and better
support prices. The delayed
rainfall has upped the
demand for drought relief

Land acquisition: While layout
mapping on Nagpur-Ratnagiri
NH has begun, farmer leader

Raju Shetti has said if the land
is acquired without paying 4x
the rate, “a reply will be given
in Swabhimani Shetkari style”

ties while maintaining finan-
cial discipline.

“With LS poll setback, Ma-
hayuti will have to use the
Budget to reach out to voters,
especially backward castes
and minorities. Budget will
largely be a political tool,
rather than a financial in-
strument. It will in some way
be the beginning of the as-
sembly poll campaign and is
expected tobe very communi-
ty and caste oriented. Opposi-
tion will be more aggressive
and vocal after its LS win,”

distorting markets

Dipak.Dash@timesgroup.com

New Delhi;: Commission for
Agricultural Costs and Prices
(CACP), which recommends
MSP for different agri-produce,
has urged states not to an-
nounce bonus over MSP fixed
by Centre for paddy as this “dis-
torts the market”. The recom-
mendations havecome at atime
when several states are offering
bonus over MSP or political par-
ties have made this poll promise
before getting elected.

It made these recommenda-
tions in its latest ‘Price Policy
for Kharif Crop’ report, which
contains MSP for summer
crops. [t recommended that pro-
curement of rice and wheat
should be restricted in those
states that impose high charges
and pay bonus, in order to bring
parity among states. Odisha is
the latest state to announce bo-
nus on MSP for paddy after BJP
came to office this month.

“Unsustainable and uneco-
nomical practice of offering
bonus over and above MSP for
paddy procurement by state
goviscreatesdistortionsin the
market. This restrains private
trade participation and poten-
tially discourages competi-
tion. which, otherwise could
be advantageous for farmers,”
CACP said.

The report referred to how
Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Na-
du, Jharkhand, West Bengal
and Maharashtra havedeclared
a bonus for paddy in the past.

Chhattisgarh last season
announced to purchase paddy
at Rs 3,100 a quintal against

Assailants on
bike gun down
BJP youth wing
neta in Indore

Indore: A 35vear-old BJP
vouth wing (Bharativa Janata
Yuva Morcha) leader was shot
dead by two bike-borne men in
Indore early Sunday. Soon af-
ter the crime, a group of men
broke into the house of the ac-
cused and set it afire. They
vandalised the furniture and
vehicles and made the videos
viral on social media, prompt-
ing police to deploy heavy
force in the area.

DCP Pankaj Pandey said
Monu Kalyane, vice presi-
dentof BJYM's city unit, was
gunned down in front of a
shop near Chimanbaag
square on Jail Road around
dam. Monu is survived by his
elder brother, parents, wife
and two children.

Soon after the murder, Mo-
nu's supporters broke into the
house of the accused and
torched furniture and bed-
ding. They also ransacked the
premises and vehicles parked
outside. Videos of the vandal-
ism went viral on social media
in which the accused men-
tioned ‘Badla Abhi BakiHai'.

“Kalvane was rushed to a
nearby hospital where he was
declared dead on arrival,”
said an official. mw

Ddasha 5 the Iatest state to declare
bonus on MSP for paddy after BIP

came to office this month. The report
cites examples of Karnataka, Kerala,

TN, Jharkhand and Bengal which
have declared bonuses in the past

{544 9 ﬂ't"- e :
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said a political observer.

Officials, too, expected the
Budget to have a greaterfocus
on pre-poll sops.

State govt had in Feb pre-
sented an interim Budget,
since Lok Sabha polls were
around the corner, which had
sought spending approvals
only till July, As aresult, it did
not mention any major new
scheme. However, it played the
pre-poll welfare card by pro-
viding for different sections,
including backward classes,
women, vouth and farmers.

central brass
nod’ for cabinet
expansion

Mumbai: CM Eknath Shinde
had said he will expand his
cabinet after LS polls & make
appointments on state-run
corporations & boards, but
there is still no clarity on
whether these will happen be-
fore monsoon session. There
are 29 state ministers, while
the permitted strength for the
council is 43, reports Chaita-
nva Marpakwar.,

Many Shiv Sena MLAs
have been waiting for an ex-
pansion since June 2022,
when the party split, and
close to half a dozen specula-
tive dates were given since
Shinde took overas CM. With
the assembly polls expected
in Oct, there is pressure from
MLASs to be inducted as min-
isters, especially in Sena, po-
litical observers said.

Sena sources said Shinde
is keen on cabinet expansion,
but it will only occur after a
go-ahead from central BJP
brass. If it does take place,
three to four new ministers
each from Sena, BJPand NCP
could be inducted, they said.

4 channels go off
air in AP after

. elections, YSRCP
petitions Trai

Amaravati (Andhra Pra-
desh): Some news channels
have goneoff air atseveral plac-
esin Andhra Pradesh following
thedeclaration of theresults of
the Assembly and Parliamen-
tary elections with an opposi-
tion YSRCP Parliamentarian
alleging coercion by state govt
leading to them being blocked.

Allegations of channels
—TVo, NTV, 10TV and Sakshi
TV —being blocked have been
levelled against NDA govt, com-
prising TDE BJP and Janase-
na. YSRCP RS member S Niran-
jan Reddy complained to the
Telecom Regulatory Authority
of India (Trai) over the alleged
blocking of these four vernacu-
lar news channels by govt.

In a letter to Trai, Reddy
claimed Andhra Pradesh Ca-
ble TV Operators Association
took these four channels off
air due to alleged coercion by
the TDP-led govt in the state,
He alleged TV9, NTV, 10TV and
Sakshi TV were blocked ‘with-
out any lawful justification or
procedural compliance.”

Meanwhile, a local multi-
system operator (cable TV ser-
vice provider)from the Godava-
ri region confirmed these four
channels were blocked.

The operator, who services
up to 300 households with cable
TV connections observed that
the blockade began even before
N Chandrababu Naidu took
oath asthe CM. e

~ Experts worried as juvenile
hllsa floods Kolkata markets

Monotosh Chakraborty | Tun

Kolkata: Markets across
Kolkata have been flooded
with juvenile hilsa, weighing
between 50g and 200g. This
rampant fishing of ‘ilish’ is
causing severe damage to the
hilsa ecosystem in the Ganga
estuary Fine mesh nets,
which trap even the smallest
fish, are being used in what
many describe as an act of
temporal greed. This unsus-
tainable practice is pushing
the hilsa population to spawn
in Bangladesh, where catch-
ing juvenile hilsa is a puni-
shable offence.

Thefirst hilsa catch of the
season predominantly com-
prises juvenile fish. Larger
hilsa weighing between 400g
and &00g have also been
caught but theirnumbers are
very low. Last week, an aver-
ageof 130 trawlers brought in
80% small hilsa hauls with
remaining 20% consisting of
other fish and larger hilsa. In
past two days, there has been
a slight increase in the quan-
tity of larger hilsa.

Ajed Ali Gaji, a fisher-
man, explained, “Fishermen
were in dire straits during
the ban perioed from April 15
to June 14, stayving at home.
Trawler owners face signifi-
cant expenses and pressure,
During Eid, guards on the In-
dia-Bangladesh river border
are more relaxed, and many
unscrupulous traders take

Last week, an average of 130
trawlers brought in 80% small
hilsa hauls with the remaining
20% consisting of other fish

advantage of this. They cross
the border under the cover of
darkness with their trawler
lichts off and capture juve-
nile hilsa indiscriminately;
This has been happening for
the past week, though it's
now reducing slightly. About
130 trawlers are bringing in
2.5-3 quintal juvenile hilsa
daily. This fish is then taken
to Namkhana, Kakdwip and
Patharpratima, andend upat
Diamond Harbour's Nagen-
dra market. It's an open se-
cret. Juvenile hilsa is also
sold in Murshidabad, Nadia
and North 24 Parganas. The
slightly larger fisharesold in
city fringe markets, like Sen-
hati, Behala, Dharapara,
Kudghat, and Kasbha.”
Expressing concern, Bijon
Maity, secretary of Kakdwip
Fishermen Association, said,
*We are against catching

small fish. We have discussed
thisissue. While somelisten, a
few unscrupulous fishermen
continue to do this in secret.
We have also appealed to the
traders to stop buving and sell-
ingsmall fish.”

Jagannath Sarkar, secre-
tary of Diamond Harbour
Hilsa Market, said, “1 am
looking into this matter It
must be stopped.”

Principal scientist and
head of Kakdwip Research
Centre, ICAR — Central Insti-
tute of Brackish Water Aqua-
culture, Debasish De said, “As
long as bottom-trawling with
trawl nets continues, this prob-
lem will persist. Unless the
rule of using 9cm or 90mm
net mesh is strictly followed,
we cannot solve this issue.”

“We experience a second
migration here, The first peak
migrationisfrom Oct15to Nov
15, and the second is from end
of Feb toend of March. Atten-
tion must be paid during these
times, and restrictions should
be imposed on fishermen if
necessary. The third migra-
tion is from June 15 to April 14.
Restrictions similar to those
during this period should be
imposed during the other two
migration periods,” De added.

Hilsa fishing industry is
atacritical juncture, with ex-
perts and stakeholders call-
ing for stringent measures to
preserve this vital fish pop-
ulation and ensure sustaina-
blefishing practices.

MSP of Rs 2,183 a quintal for
the current marketing season
(Oct-Sept). BJE in its manifes-
to for Odisha, had promised to
buy paddy at Rs 3,100 per quin-
tal while Centre recently an-
nounced MSP of Rs 2,300 for
2024-25 season.

CCPA has also highlighted

how several states levy charges
including market fee, commis-
sion to societies and ‘arhatias’
besides paying bonus over MSP
announced by Centre.

While CCPA has recom-

mended concerted efforts for
area expansion and yield im-
provement, and procurement
of pulses to become self-suffi-
cient, it also said that to tackle
the problem of large imports
of edible oils, thereshould bea
dynamic import duty struc-
ture based on MSP of oilseeds
and domestic and world prices
of vegetable oils. In addition,
the duty differential between
crude and refined oil should be
keptat10-15%

Deaf-mute wife
helps nab man
for rape bid,
chilling murder

Indore: GEP officers on Sun-
day said theyv had solved the
murder of a woman whose dis-
membered body parts were
found on two trains in Indore
and Rishikesh earlier this
month. The Killer? A 60-yvear-
old man, who lured her to his
Ujjain home by offering her
shelter for the night but
drugged her &tried torape her,
reports Karishma Kotwal.

Police identified the ac-
cused as Kamlesh Patel, a his-
tory sheeter with several
theft cases, who lived in the
trackside slums, close to Uj-
jain station. He has admitted
to the murder, said GRP in-
spector Sanjay Shukla.

It was Patel’s speech-and-
hearing-impaired wife Aarti,
who testified against him,
narrating through gestures
how she woke up to find him
trving to rape the woman,
bludgeon her when she resist-
ed, andthenstrangle herwith
alength of rope, Shukla said.

Patel then spent 4.5 hours
cutting the victim's body into
pieces after locking his wife
out of the house, police said.

Police recovered victim's
clothes, abuther’sknifeandan
iron bolt from his house.

Tribute
to the Great Warrior

Baba Banda Singh Bahadur Ji
on his Martyrdom Day

June 24, 2024
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The Goan coastline, with its tapestry of golden sands, sun-kissed islands, lush mangroves, and blue skies, makes for an alluring destination.
Tourists have discovered that the best way to capture it all is from the deck of a yacht cutting through azure waters
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Mrom watching the sun dip below
_'4 the horizon while standing on a
gently swaying deck, to proposing
to the love of vour life, Indians are
5 ¥ ¥ : i T8 ,h " 2
a "never-before” experience for the

alwavs looking for new wavs to make
unforgettable memories. Keen to create

*Gram’, many tourists are turning to
yvachts, and Goa has them aplentyv.

Yacht operators in Goa say tourists
are willing to pay top dollar, which is
anvwhere between Rs 12,000 and Rs
75,000, for a front row seat to witness
nature’s masterpiece — a multi-hued sun-
set or a palette of verdant mangroves
all while sipping on champagne.

“Every sunset is occupied. If the tour-
ists are there, there are multiple book-
ings every day. Weekends are occupied,™
said the owner of Boat Goa, a firm that

offers vacht services.

Two months earlier, a group of military
officers rented a yacht to celebrate their
retirement from the services.

week, a man gets down on one knee to pop  said.Indians, with their innate sense of OneBoard. the case, and guests must
the question while his beaming fiancee romance and flair for the dramatic, are The price tags for . L E Y board through narrow
stands at the bowsprit, her gown caughtin  latching onto this nautical trend with these floating experi- N~ L lanes with no prop-
the wind. The wind, the waves, and that gusto. It's not just about the journey any- ences vary as o LEY . er lighting. the

sparkling ring — it's a scene straight out of

a romantic novel.

“We get a lot of pre-wedding shoots in the
morning half...that is something that is
trending in a big way. The couple books the
vacht for a minimum of two hours. They
need the warm light in the morning, which
15 between 7Tam and 9am. After that, the light

oets harsh,” said Leon Fernandes,

And every

director of Yacht Life Goa. *
steep jump in the number of people looking

to make reels during sunset,”

more. It's about crafting that reel to set

Instagram feeds ablaze.

versaries...
them all.
“Over the last few yvears, yachts have
gained popularity and have increased in
number. We foresee this will be a trend that
will continue to grow. Group sizes of eight
to 15 people are the most
common when it
to vacht
bookings. Anniver-
sary and birthday
celebrations,
posals, retirement
parties, and high-
profile guests just

Also, 1t's not just proposals. Honey-
moons, babymoons and wedding anni-
Yacht operators have seen

comes

We have seen a

Fernandes

dia, recently hosted

its annual meeting on TIMES Special
the yvacht to thank its [ j5nme

team members. A lot ;imﬂ

c_:tf corporate events w"“""m.

for team members | Cub Scan

and distributors are | et

share your inputs. Tog
contributors win rewards!

held on vachts in-
stead of hosting them

at a hotel's banquet
hall. It becomes more memorable,”
the owner of Boat Goa Yacht Services,

But it is not all smooth sailing. Given that
customers are paving a significant amount
for a luxury experience, the lack of infra-
structure threatens to run the industry
aground. “One challenge we have
witnessed and the most common
feedback we get is that when
guests pay such a high price for
a two-hour luxury experience,
they expect the infrastructure,
parking, the jetty, and the path-
way to the yvacht to be of decent
quality, Unfortunately, this is not

gsaid

time to celebrate on vacation are mostly
the reasons vachts are booked,” said Rvan
Prazeres, co-founder and CEO of

pathwavs some-
times run through people’s
properties. If luxury tour-
1sm is a focus, this needs
to be addressed and up-
graded immediately,”
said Prazares.

“The yachting in-
dustry is a white ele-
phant. Maintaining a
vacht is very difficult

as spare parts are not
available, adequate man-

much as the
types of vachts
on offer. For
those looking
to dip their
toes into the
world of
vachting, o

B Haﬁﬁaining a yacht is very

4 difficult as spare parts are not
~ available, adequate manpower
4. 24s scarce and repairs are very
% (#& expensive and time-consuming.

| Ihis’is a niche market. The yacht
Rrices:Blart Ontinues to incur costs whether
at a reasona- ay
ble Rs 12.000. yourfun it or not

But for those ‘ﬂ\iﬂﬂﬂﬂ

seeking the
pinnacle of mar-
itime luxury, pric-
@5 can soar to a
princely Rs 75,000 for
a mere two hours.
“The average cost for just

..:v o power is scarce and repairs
are very expensive and time-
consuming, This is a niche
market. The vacht continues to
incur costs whether vou run it or not.

It is more of a passion than a business,”

pro-

Average cost for just
the yacht

more than
15 yachts

that have a

capacity

5and 25
people

» The price range is

<15,000-70,000

for two hours, which
includes one hour
cruising and one hour
anchored

» (Goa also has
catamarans that are
not as premium but are
used for corporate
functions or large
private parties

» The average cost for
the vacht, food,

320,000

» There are

of between

the vacht is Rs 20,000. The number of peo-
ple have been between 10-15 persons. Peo-

ple can bring their own food and drinks.
We provide an ice box, water and
some mixers and wafers,” said
Prazeres.

For private luxury vachts,
the peak booking season is
from Nov to Feb, with week-

ends generally sold out.
Couples looking for some
intimate time generally
prefer early morning
cruises, while the prime
slots for tourists and corpo- '
rate events are 4pm to gpm.
Goa has around 50 pleas-
ure boats, which include close
to 20 luxury yvachts, just over 10
catamarans and an egual number of
speedboats. There are twin-hulled
boats for sunset cruises too, which can
accommaodate larger groups. The larg-
er catamarans are used for corporate
functions and large private parties
with groups of anywhere between 40
and 100 individuals.

“An IT company based in Ger-

many, which has a team based in In-

looking for a private

said the owner of a vacht.

entertainment, and
drinks is

30,000

» Peak booking season
is Nov-Feb

- ¢

S
d

5 o ].5|Jeuple Can be

accommodated on luxury
vachts

» Party vachts are

generally bigger and can
accommodate large groups

S FULLSTEAM AHEAD FOR

Types of
YACHTS

> l.uxur'_qr yachis
|

Sailing
yachts

Isro’s reusable

. launch vehicle

mmpletes final
landing test

Bengaluru: Isro conducted
Sunday the third and final
landing experiment of its re-
usable launch vehicle (RLV)
— the RLV-LEX-03 test — pav-
ing the way for an orbital re-
entry testof avehicle that will
be six times the size of the
technology demonstrator ver-
sion used for experiments so
far, reports Chethan Kumar.

Sunday’s test was conduct-
ed at 7.10am at Aeronautical
Test Range (ATR) at Challak-
ere in Chitradurga district,
some 220km from Bengaluru.

S Unnikrishnan Nair, di-
rector, Vikram Sarabhai Space
Centre (VSSC), told TOI after
LEX03: “It was perfect. The
trail wasso beautiful. Thiswas
the first time we got to see it.
Conventional aircraft have a
very shallow approach, but
RILV has a very steep ap-
proach. We get numbers from
the test to prove this, but see-
ing is believing. We could see
right from the time it was drop-
ped from the helicopter.”

[sro said: “RLV-LEX-03 re-
demonstrated the autono-
mous landing capability un-
der more challenging release
conditions (cross range of 500
m) and more severe wind con-
ditions. The vehicle, named
Pushpak, was released from
IAFs Chinook helicopter at
an altitude of 4.5km."

India still
andrugs

Key APl market, but
ys crores for orph

Policy Blocks Make Indian Cos Reluctant To Make Drugs At Home

Gatty Images

Amrita.Didvala
@timesgroup.com

patients to ascertain the re-
quirement of such drugs. Al-
s0, Indialacks a proper chan-
nel for marketing such
drugs, say industry players.
“Even though we have a
ready product to treat Dravet
Syndrome (genetic form of
epilepsy), which has brought
down the cost to a tenth of the
price of the US product, it's a
challenge to find patients,”
said Dr Jagadeesh Rangisetty,
CEQ, Biophore Pharmaceuti-
cals, stressing the need to
bridge this gap. The company
is one of three Indian firms
that recently took up manu-
facturing of orphan drugs.
Only about 12 drugs are being
manufactured, while for all
other diseases patients arede-
pendent on foreign sellers.
The official also stressed
the lack of incentive, R&D
support and a proper chan-
nel to buy and sell products
are factors discouraging
companies from manufac-
turing orphan drugs at
home. The US govt, on the
other hand, allows seven
vears' exclusive rights to the
company developing a drug
for rare diseases to sell these
in addition to extending all
necessary support for R&D.

Hyvderabad: Though India
manufactures most of the
Key active pharmaceutical
ingredients (APIs) for over
400 FDA-approved orphan
drugs — used to treat rare
diseases such as Gaucher’s
disease and spinal muscular
atrophy — patients in India
are forced to cough up crores
of rupees toprocure them.
The reason: Reluctance
among Indian pharma com-
panies to develop the drugs at
homeowing to policy hurdles.
Hence, APIs exported to
foreign companies are after
being transformed into med-
icine in the form of tablets,
capsules, injections, etc. sold
back to India at exorbitant
prices. For instance, an an-
nual dose of Trientine, im-
ported for treatment of Wil-
son’s disease (genetic disor-
der that causes buildup of
copper) costs Rs 1.6 crore,
while the Eliglustat drug ad-
ministered to patients with
Gaucher’s disease (metabo-
lic disorder causing fat buil-
dup in organs) costs Rs 1.8
crore. These prices often
make it impossible for pa-

BITTER PILL: Many industry experts feel that these drugs could
easily be made available for a fraction of their current cost

dent, Indian Organisation for
Rare Diseases. According to
him, only eight of these 400
drugs are actually expensive
whilethe pricesof the restare
just inflated. “Encouraging
Indian companies to manu-
facture the drugs is the solu-
tion to tackle these expensive
price tags,” he added.

In fact, many industry ex-
perts feel that these drugs
could easily bemade available
for a fraction of their current
cost — for as little as Ks 20,000
to Rs 3 lakh —if genericdrug
manufacturing companies in
India develop them.

But that isn't an easy af-
fair claim local firms that
have started foraying into
this business recently. There
i5 no organised database of

tients to avail of treatment,
say industry sources.
According to Lysosomal
Storage Disorders Support
Soclety, at least 20 patients
across India, suffering from
rare diseases like Pompe,
CGaucher's, Wilson's ete, have
died intwo years because they
can t afford the medicines.
“Exported as powder
when the APIs are shipped
back to India as a tablet or in-
jection, we need an import li-
cence, For that, we have to pay
10% of the cost of the drug
along with the cost of the
package. Also, since some
drugs are unstable above
room temperature, they have
to be sent in a cold box. This
further hikes the cost,” said
Ramaiah Muthyala, presi-

Roads ministry seeks nod for
%22 lakh crore highway plan

Dipak.Dash@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In a big push for
infrastructure development,
road transport and highways
ministry has sought Cabinet
approval for Rs 22 lakh crore
investment in a highway de-
velopment plan covering
around 30,600 km by 2031-32.
The plan, submitted to fi-
nance ministry and shared
with all key ministries last
week, includes construction
of 18,000 km of expressways
and high-speed corridors, de-
congestion of 4,000 kmnation-
al highways around cities and
building of strategic and in-
ternational roads. Around
35% of the investment will
come from the private sector.
TOI has learnt that the
master plan for highway de-
velopment has been proposed
intwo phases. Officials partic-
ipating in the inter-ministe-
rial meeting chaired by road
transport secretary Anurag
Jain said the ministry has fi-
nalised the roadmap to tender
all projects under phase-1 by
2028-29 and complete them by
2031-32, The Rs 22 lakh crore
estimate is for projects to be
taken up in the first phase.
Theministry hasrequested
10% annual increase in budget-
ary allocation for project im-
plementation. In the interim
budget, govt had allocated Rs
2,768,000 crore for the ministry;

The road and highways ministry has requested the Cabinet for a 10%
annual increase in budgetary allocation for project implementation

marking a 2.7% increase from
the previous financial vear.

The financial estimate in
the second phase to develop
28,400 km will be determined
later, As per the plan, sanction-
ing and awarding of stretches
under phase-2 will be complet-
ed by 2033-34, with construc-
tion finishing by 2086-37,

The ministry highlighted
how it has planned the develop-
ment of NH and expressways
after carrying out assessment
of GSTN data, including com-
modities transported from
point to point and has also tak-
en into account transportation
of cargo by trains.

The analysis of GSTN data
showed nearly 73% of freight
was transported by road in
2021-22, with railways account-
ingforaround 23%. Thedataal-
so showed that for commodi-

ties transported less than 350
km, 82% was moved by road,
and for distances over 600 km,
62% was transported by road.
Once completed, the aver-
age travel speed of trucks on
thenational highway network
will go up to 85 kmph from the
current 47 kmph. The average
travel speed on highways 1s
over 100 kmph in the US and 90
kmph in China. Govt expects
that increasing the average
speed will help India achieve
its target of reducing logistics
costs to9-10% of GDPE.
High-speed corridors have
been identified to ensure that
such stretches are accessible
within 100-150 km from any
part of India. Currently, only
3,900 km of high-speed corri-
dors are operational, and by
2026-27, this figure 1s expected
torise toaround 11,000 km.
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Standard deductionmay
rise under new tax regime

Eyes On Budget: Major Tweaks Unlikely In Capital Gains Setup

Sidhartha@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The finance mi-
nistry isassessing the possi-
bility of raising the stan-
dard deduection limit for in-
come taxpavers under the
new regime, without tinke-
ring with the exemption-la-
ced older regime.

Besides, asthe NDA govt
readies to present its first
Budget of itsthirdterm, itis
unlikely toundertake major
tweaks in capital gains me-
chanism, an issue on which
the income tax department
has been seeking a review.
There have been sugges-
tions toalign the holding pe-
riod across asset classes but
govt may not be inclined to
disturb the system, at least
forthe moment.

While discussions on
the contours of the Budget
have just begun with finan-
ce minister Nirmala Sitha-
raman undertaking public

BATTING FOR CONCESSIONS

» Most wings of govt are
seen in favour of offering
concessions to
taxpayers, especially
the middle class

» A higher

standard deduction
will benefit all the
salaried taxpayers,
including those in the
upper segment, although it
will entail some revenue loss

» Under capital gains setup,
there have been suggestions
to align the holding period
across asset classes
but govt may not
disturb the system

» Also, there have
been suggestions
from industry leaders

to tweak the rates in the
higher brackets to boost
consumption

consultations, most of the
exercise is currently limi-
ted to the finance ministry
and internal assessment is
being undertaken on multi-
ple issues some of which
will bediscussed with other
wings of govt before the fi-
nanceministrytakesafinal
call, based on feedback
from the PMO.

The overall mood indica-
tes that most wings of govt

are in favour of offering
concessions to taxpayers,
especially the middle class,
which has been a supporter
of the Modiregime but is in-
creasingly raising ques-
tions about the returns it
gets for the tax it pays, be it
through public healthcare
oreducation.

In the 2023 Budget, FM
had introduced a standard
deductionof Rs50,000for sa-

laried taxpavers and those
who earn pension under the
new tax regime, which beca-
me the default option, un-
less you opted out. Also, re-
bate under Section 87A was
increased under the new tax
regime for taxable incomes
notexceeding Rs7lakh, allo-
wing those earning up to
this level (taxable income)
to not pay any tax under the
new regime. The highest
surcharge under the new re-
gime wasalsoremoved.

Currently, individuals
with ataxable income of up-
wards of Rs 3 lakh have to
pay 5% income tax and there
have been suggestions from
industry leaders to tweak
the rates in the higher
brackets to boost consump-
tion. A higher standard de-
duction will benefit all the
gsalaried taxpavers, inclu-
ding those in the upper seg-
ment although it will entail
some revenue loss,

GST waiver on ESOPs spells relief
for cos like MS, Google & Oracle

Sidhartha@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The GST Coun-
cil's decision on Saturday to
waivethelevyon ESOPs will
benefit the likes of Micro-
soft, Google, Oracle and Wal-
mart whose Indian emplove-
es were getting the benefit
from their global parent
with the Indian arm making
apaymenton whichauthori-
ties were seekingtax.

The issue had been pen-
ding with the Council for se-
veral months after the legal
wing suggested a waivern
The decision was, however,
taken on Saturday asthe Co-
uncil met for the first time
in eight months, Tax con-
sultants said that several
companies would be relie-
ved as they were under the
lens of tax authorities for
what was a normal remune-
ration practice across the
corporate sector.

Under GST law, securities
are neither considered goods,
nor services. Purchase and
sale of securities or shares is
neither supply of goods or

FPIs are back,
buy 12,170cr
stocks in June

New Delhi: Staging a come-
back after election results, fo-
reign investors have pumped
Rs 12,170 crore in Indian equi-
ties so far in June, mainly dri-
ven by expectations of conti-
nued policy reforms and sus-
tained economic growth.
This came following a net
withdrawal of Rs 25,586 crore
from equities in May on poll
jitters and more than Rs 8,700
crore in April amid concerns
over atweak in India’s tax tre-
aty with Mauritius and a sus-
tained rise in US bond vields.
Thetotal outflow now stood
at Bs 11,194 crore so far in 2024
(till June 21), data with the de-
positories showed. Sunil Da-
mania of MojoPMS, said FPIs
inflow will remain constrai-
ned due to the high valuations.
FPIs had been waiting on the
sidelines for the election re-
sults. So far in 2024 — barring
March (Rs 35,000 crore inflow)
— they have been pulling out
from India. Early trends indi-
cate FPI buying in financial
services, telecom and realty,
said V K Vijavakumar of Geo-
jit Financial Services. acencies

HOW IT WORKS

» When a foreign holding
company transfers shares
to employees of its Indian
arm, reimbursement
by the domestic
entity to the parent

is done on a cost-
to-cost basis, which

is at the market

value and without any
commission

> Since the transfer of funds

to the foreign holding company
is for transfer of securities, it
does not attract any GST

» |f the foreign company
charges an additional
fee or commission
then it will be treated
as a supply of service
and attract GST

» The tax will have to be
paid by the Indian entity on a
“reverse charge basis”

services and does not attract
GST, an official explained.
Further, companies offer
ESOPs to their emplovees to
motivate them to perform
better and to retain them and
are part of the remuneration
in line with the terms of the
contract. Again, services ren-
dered by emplovees are neit-
her classified as goods or ser-
vices and donot attract GST.
When the foreign hol-
ding company directly
transfers shares to employ-
eesof the Indian arm, reim-
bursement by the domestic

Yogesh Kabirdoss &
Nandini Sengupta | Tnn

Chennai: Buying an EV? Is
the financing rate on offer the
same if vou were to buy a pet-

rol or diesel vehicle? The ans-

wer is both ves and no.
In electric passenger vehi-

cles, the rates are competitive
with ICE and sometimes lower
as well. In e-two-wheelers, the

rates are invariably higher de-
pending on the brand and the
credit profile of the customer:
“Captive NBFCs and
banks offer green loans for e-
PVs which is 0.1% cheaper
than ICE financing so the ra-
tes are more or less the same.
In e-two wheelers, the rate dif-
ferential is anvthing from
4% depending on product
and brand,” said Deloitte In-
dia partner Rajat Mahajan.
Currently, loans for petrol
and diesel passenger vehicles
attract anything between9.3%
and 10.3% interest rates, while
ICE two-wheeler rates are 16-
20%. In EVs, carsand SUVs co-
me for £59.5% while e-two-
wheelers come for18-22%:.

entity to the parent is done
on a cost-to-cost basis,
whichisatthe market value
and without any commis-
gion. Since the transfer of
funds to the foreign holding
company is for transfer of
securities, it does not at-
tract GST.

If the foreign company,
however, charges anadditio-
nalfeeorcommission then it
will be treated as a supply of
service and attract GST. The
taxwillhave tobepaid by the
Indian entity on a “reverse
charge basis”.

‘As IS where
Is’ added to
GST lexicon

Sidhartha@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The GST Council
on Saturday clarified several
pending issues, fromthe levy
on sprinklers and poultry
keeping machinery to railway
SPVsand reinsurance. They
related to interpretation of
the law or regularisationonan
“asiswhereis" basis. Inall,
there were seven such
instancesinthe pressrelease.
While the ideais to remove
litigations and disputes, it also
means that those who have
paid the demand raised by
authorities will not get a refund
but those who have prolonged
the disputes will breathe easy,
said atax expert. Tax
professionals seeitas part of
recognition by authorities
that the law was notaligned
with business practicesand is
now being tweaked to avoid
unnecessary disputes.

Green Rates Starting To Get Competitive

SHRIRAM FINANCE

EV commercial
vehicles and passenger
vehicles| 12-14%

E-two-wheelers |
18-22%

LET FINANCE

E-two-wheelers |
8.5-9.5%

But that's not the critical
part. Financiers and dealers
admit, off the record, that EV
financing is lower than ICE
even when both are from the
same automotive brand.

“As EVs are an evolving
seoment, banks and NBFCs
have been cautious while fun-
ding due to lack of understan-
dingof how EV batteries work
(working life, replacement/ re-
pairs) and are awaiting the
evolution of a strong seconda-
rv/resale market,” IndoStar
Capital Finance CEO Karthi-
kevan Srinivasan said.

Thatexplains the differen-

INDIAN OVERSEAS BANK
EV four wheelers |

E-two-

8.7-10.2% wheelers | 11%

ce in financing penetration
between ICE and e-two-whee-

lers. “Currently, petrol two-
wheeler ﬁlmncing penetra-
tion is 80% plus,” said Nikunj
Sanghi, MD of JS Fourwheel,
Hero Motocorp and M&M de-
alers. While, “financing pe-
netration of e-two wheelers
have gonefrom15-20% around
18 months ago to 40-45% now
with 80% financing coming
from banks,” said Mahajan.
EV financing has also seen
rate revisions in the past one
year, Public sector Indian
Overseas Bank for instance
has increased therate of inter-

~ Rights issue:

~ Byju'smoves
HC against
NCLT order

Tinmes News NETWORK

Mumbai: Troubled edtech
startup Byju's has moved the
Karnataka high court chal-
lenging the National Compa-
ny Law Tribunal’s order rest-
raining it from going ahead
with the second tranche of its
$200-million rights issue. By-
ju’s declined to comment.

In a fresh order issued ear-
lier this month, the Bengalu-
ru bench of the NCLT had di-
rected the startup to not pro-
ceed with the second tranche
besides restricting it from
using any funds that have be-
eni collected since the opening
of the issue on May 13. The
NCLT also directed the com-
pany to maintain status quo
with regard to existing share-
holders and their holding.

The second tranche is part
of the issue through which the
cash-starved company sought
to raise 5200 million. With cer-
tain investors not participa-
ting during the first round, the
1ssue was not fully subscribed
and hence split into two tran-
ches. In the second round, the
unsubscribed portion was put
up for existing investors to in-
vestonasuper proratada provi-
sion which allows investors to
buy a larger percentage of the
company) basis.

In their petition, a group
of Byju’s investors have reite-
rated that due to the sipho-
ning off funds by thestartup’s
management, the company is
in“direstraits” and therefore,
they should not be allowed to
raise further money.

At 39cr, Adani
pay in FY24
lags peers

New Delhi: India's second ri-
chest person Gautam Adani,
whose net worth is Es 8.9 lakh
crore, received a total remune-
rationof Rs9.3crorein FY24, lo-
wer than most industry peers
as well as some of his own key
executives. Adani drew salary
from two listed companies in
his conglomerate, annual re-
ports showed. While therichest
Indian, Mukesh Ambani has
been foregoing his salary since
Covid, hehad earlier capped his
pay at Rs15 crore, Adani’s pav is
lower than Sunil Mittal (Rs 16.7
crore in 2022-23), Rajiv Bajaj (Rs
53.7 crore), and Pawan Munjal
(Rs80crore). acencies

Are EV loans cheaper? Depends on
what vehicle & lender you choose

est for EV four-wheelers by 25
basis points to 8.65-10.15%
from 8.4-9.9% a yvear agodue to
revision in repo-linked len-
ding rate. However, its rate of
mterest on EV two-wheelers
remains the same at 11%. The
bank also provides (.2% inter-
est concession for edfour-whe-
elers “to promote clean ener-
oy and environment”, said
0B MD & CEO Ajay Kumar
Srivastava. L&T Finance has
also hiked rates on EV finan-
cing by 1-1.5 percentage points
in a year. “Currently, it is 8.5-
9.5% (flat). The range is due to
the different risk profiling of
clients.” said a spokesperson.
In commercial vehicles,
where EV adoption is higher
than PVs, there has not been
muchchangeinratesand EVs
are more competitive than
ICE. Reason: captive NBFCs.
Mahesh Babu, CEO, Swiich
Mobility said: “We leverage
the synergies of Hinduja Ley-
land Finance, the financing
arm within our group, utili-
sing financial infrastructure
to provide competitive finan-
cing options for customers.”

~ Contamination Cases Lead To Policy Overhaul

Food cos step up vigil,
e-tailers ready to ‘delist’

Asmita.Dey@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: E-commerce plat-
forms are stepping up pro-
duct checks in their dark
stores and warehouses to
ensure consumer safety
amid a spate of instances of
food contamination.

Plans are afoot to rejig in-
ternal policies, with some
platforms even willing to de-
list sellers in case of repea-
ted violation of safety proto-
cols on their part. Quick
commerce firm Zepto is con-
sidering rolling out a recall
policy, where if a customer
of the platform finds any in-
stance of food contamina-
tion in a product manufactu-
red and marketed by an
FMCG brand, the company
will recall the entire batch of
products, sources told TOL.

“As platforms, we have ze-
ro visibility into the manu-
facturing processes of
FMCG brands. Such episo-
des of food contamination
reflect lapses on the manu-
facturing side of the brands.
The onus 15 on them. We try
our best to comply with the
guality parameters that are
under our control,” the CEO
of anonline platformsaid on
condition of anonymity. Zep-
to did not comment.

Once a product is sealed,
plattorms cannot control its
quality, an executive with
another online firm said.
“We already have a policy in
place wherein we delist sel-
lers if we find any serious
lapses on their part. That's
the toughest step we can take
and if required, we will do
that,” the executive added.

As far as brands are con-
cerned, they are tightening
vigilance on the manufactu-
ring process. iD Fresh Food,
for instance, plans to deploy
Al cameras in its manufactu-
ring plants for better inspec-
tion of the procedures. “Food
contamination usually hap-
pens at the factory leveland in

certaincases, it canalsooccur
when the storage is improper:
We have guality inspectors
who do the due diligence but
with Al cameras, the process
will be strengthened,” said P
C Musthafa, global CEO and
co-founder at iD Fresh Food,
the maker of idli, dosa batter,
parathasand chapatis.

tion at various stages, right
from procurement of raw ma-
terial toproduction and stora-
ge. “Adoptionof technology at
various stages of the produc-
tion process including fully
automated machines, scan-
ners and metal detectors
helps identity and segregate
products with issues and ma-

From Product Recall To Camera Checlks

» E-commerce platforms
have zero visibility into the
manufacturing processes of
FMCG brands, an e-commerce
platform's CEO said

> According to the chairperson
of IFBA, food business
operators should revisit
goods manufacturing
practices to ensure
adequacy to the evolving
delivery platforms

> Zepto is considering rolling
out a recall policy, where if

a customer of the platform
finds any instance of food
contamination in an FMCG
product, the co will recall the

<

entire batch of products

» Among brands, iD Fresh Food
plans to deploy Al cameras in its
manufacturing plants for better
inspection of the procedures

> Hershey's India says products
- undergoe multiple quality
_ checks before reaching
consumers. Baskin
Robbins says it has strict
process controls in place
entailing evaluation from
procurement of raw material
to production and storage

> Adani Wilmar's plants are
American Institute for Baking-

approved — the benchmark
standard quality for any factory

Hershey's India, which
came under the scanner re-
cently after a customer alle-
ged finding a dead mouse in
the brand’s chocolate syrup,
said that every product un-
dergoes multiple quality
checks before reaching con-
sumers. “We have investiga-
ted these reports and verifi-
ed all ourfood safety and pro-
duction processes. We are
confident that we have the
right measures in place to
ensure food safety and this
kind of alleged contamina-
tion isnotpossible,” thecom-
pany said, adding that it re-
ceived no response from the
customer even after repea-
ted attempts toestablish con-
tact, further suggesting that
theclaimisnot “legitimate™,

Ice cream maker Baskin
Robbins said that the brand
has stringent process cont-
rols in place entailing evalua-

intain the sanctity of the pro-
cess. As a brand that custo-
mers trust, theonusisonusto
keep the vigil,” said Mohit
Khattar, CEO at Graviss Fo-
ods, which is the master fran-
chiseeof the brand in India.
Angshu Mallick, MD &
CEO at Adani Wilmar, said
that all its plants are AIB
(American Institute for Bak-
ing) approved, which is the
benchmark standard quality
forany factoryandthefirm’s
understanding of the India
market makes it better equ-
ipped to deal with quality is-
sues, “In light of recent inci-
dences, Food Business Ope-
rators should revisit their
GMP (goods manufacturing
practices) systems and pro-
cesses and ensure adequacy
to the evolving delivery plat-
forms,” said Deepak Jolly,
chairperson, Ind Food & Be-
verage Association (IFBA).

TOI

Moving On From FDs? b

Manage Exposure With &

Equity SavingsFunds _ = __
midst high valuations, wealth managers believe How Are These

conservative investors moving from fixed deposits
could consider an investment in equity savings funds
that invest 15-25% of their corpus in large-cap stocks
and give the benefit of equity taxation.

What Are Equity Savings Funds?

Equity savings schemes are funds that belong to the hybrid category.
They invest in a mix of equity, debt and arbitrage opportunities.

A scheme in this category invests in equity and debt securities,
employing a combination of three investment strategies — pure
equity (net long equity), arbitrage plays, and debt, The net long
equity exposure is generally in large-cap cos, which generates capital
appreciation. Allocation to arbitrage opportunities and debt securities
provides income and generates stable returns for the portfolio.

4. Invesco Mutual Fund

An investor education and
awareness initiative

details, etc.,

For Know Your Customer (KYC) guidelines along with the documentary
requirements and procedure for change of address, phone number, bank
please wvisit the Education and Guidance section on
www.invescomutualfund.com. Investor should deal with only SEBI registered
Mutual Funds, details of which can be verified under “Intermediaries/Market
Infrastructure Institutions™ on https:/f'www.sebi.gov.infindex.html. For any
grievance [ complaint, please call us on 1800-209-0007 or write to us at
miservices@invesco.com. Alternatively, complaints can be registered on the
SEBI SCORES Portal at https://scores.gov.in

Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks,
read all scheme related documents carefully.

~ Funds Taxed?

The portfolio of these

- schemes is structured so

- that the corpus invested in
stocks and arbitrage

- remains above 65%. Hence,
they are classified as equity

- mutual funds for taxation
purposes. Investors pay 15%
as short-term capital gains

- tax if the holding period is

- less than a year and 10% as

~ long-term capital gains tax
for a holding period of more
than a year and for gains

- ahove 71 lakh, making these
schemes attractive for

~ investors in the 30% tax
slab.

- Who Are They
Suitable For?

- Over the last three years,

- according to data from
Value Research, this

. category of funds delivered
a return of 9.39%. Financial
planners believe these

- schemes work for investors
looking for returns above

- fixed deposits over three
years, first-time mutual

- fund investors moving from

What Is The Portfolio’s Composition?

Typically, equity could constitute 65-90% of the portfolio, of which
arbitrage opportunities could be 25-75%, unhedged equities at
15-40% based on the fund manager's strategy, and debt and money
market instruments making up the remaining 10-35%. If the fund
manager is positive on equities, he would generally opt to have

a higher allocation in the portfolio. Conservative fund managers
typically keep it at 15-25%, with equity comprising primarily
large-cap cos. The debt portion, too, is conservatively managed by
investing in AAA-rated paper or govt securities with low duration.

- FDs, and investors worried

- about high volatility in pure

- equity funds. These funds
typically suit investors

- seeking equity exposure

- with low volatility and
having a short-term time

- horizon of 1-3 years. The tax
advantage is a bonus.

= PRASHANT MAHESH




CONTRAPUNTO

The mind is not a vessel to be filled,
but a fire to be kindled

PLUTARCH

Fix It, GOI

The future of India’s young depends on govt
thinking creatively on reforming exams

Misery piles on for our young examinees. Last Wednesday,

education ministry cancelled UGC-NET exam, conducteda

day earlier, fearing a paper leak. On Saturday, it postponed
NEET-PG exam scheduled for the next day, over “logistical issues”.
When seen together with NEET-UG controversies, the message
is loud and clear: something is seriously wrong with the National
Testing Agency’s (NTA) functioning. And fixing the problem poses
the first big challenge for new NDA govt.

Problems evident for long | The crisis may have blown up this
vear, but the signs have been there for vears. Exams like NEET and
JEE conducted by NTA have run into controversies regularly. In
NEET 2022, CBI had to step in following allegations of impersona-
tion in the exam. In 2021, a Russian hacker even hacked into the
software for that year's JEE to help examinees cheat.

It is the relu::tance of authorities to take timely action against

R mgmres  slich episodes that isresponsible for the
present mess. This was made clear, when
5] despite ample evidence, the education
. ! ministrv remained in denial of a paper

277 leak inthis year's NEET, ordering a CBI
‘ inquiry only on Saturday:
] Remedy has failed us | What is
galling is that NTA was put in place
precisely to weed out issues we are
facing today. So, one of the questions
that needs to be asked is whether there
are in-built flaws in conducting a mammoth exam like NEET, with
2.4mnexaminees takingitin 13 languages across 4,500 centres.

It is welcome that govt has set up a high-powered committee to
examine NTA's functioning and recommend ways for fair conduct
of exams. It has also brought into effect the Public Examination
(Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024 to prevent use of unfair
means in publicexams.

Nothing should be off table | But the panel’s work will have
to be more than a bureaucratic exercise if the system is to be rid of
its flaws. We need genuine reforms that address the spectrum of
concerns that experts have beenraising. The use of technology that
allows algorithmicquestion patternsis one answertopaperleaksin
a vast system with innumerable nodes. Conducting exams more than
once a year, as is the case in US, is another option to be considered.
But decentralising the exams altogether is an option govt mustn't
shy away from. The future of voung Indiansis atstake.

Helping The Help

At home or abroad, Indians treat domestic
workers as exploitable, cheap labour

Britain’s wealthiest family, the Hindujas, appealing a Swiss

court’s ruling, which found them guilty of exploiting domestic
help from India, raises two important issues. First, domestic

workers who go abroad for work are a vulnerable category. Second,
the huge cohort of domestic workers in India continues to face exploi-
tation because there’s nolegal protection and social safety net.

Vulnerable abroad | In the Hindujas case the family is accused of
underpaving workers, keeping them on call without proper breaks,
confiscating their passports and paying them in Indian currency.
While the family has denied these charges, it’s a reality that domestic
workers working abroad often face similar employment conditions.
GOI has launched a consular grievances red-
ressal system called MADAD. It's a measure of
the challenge that top FAQs on MADAD cover
non-pavment of dues, termination or absence of
emplovment contract, and repatriation.

Vulnerable at home too | Conditions of
domestic workers in India aren’t any better.
According to govt data, total number of domestic
workers in the country was 28mn in July 2023.
The actual number is likely to be more than
twice as much. GOI did enact four labour codes in 2020 aimed at
providing decent working conditions and wages. But they don't speci-
fically cover domestic workers. Plus, despite most state govtsadding
domestic work to the list of scheduled employment, they haven't
implemented this on the ground. Only Kerala is moving ahead with a
specificlaw for the welfare of domestic workers that will fix minimum
wages, working hours, and ensure a safe work environment.

Learning from international examples | India needs a
standalone law covering domestic workers. Asean countries, such
as Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore, have laws that ensure weekly
off days, pensions, minimum wages and even social security for
domestic workers, most of whom are foreign nationals in those
countries. GOI too must make a beginning in this direction for
domestic workers at home,

, | |
It's halr-razing
Man’s trial by woman’s shampoo and conditioner
Milind Ghatwai

Most men of a certain vintage can't tell a shampoo from a
conditioner. They are clueless about what goes first. They
occasionally take a sly look at the colourful bottles stacked on
bathroom shelves intheir homes or hotels but chicken outdue
tofear of the unknown. Butthey dosoat their own peril. When
they get to use either, it's a consequence of someone else’s mo-
tive—their better halves, partners, or whoever calls the shots at home.

It begins on an innocuous note, Products that don’t deliver on promised
lustre, bounce, shine come their way. The guilt of leaving expensive stuff half-
unused reminds women of their men. Ditto for nearly out-of-date bottles that
are fobbed off with sugar-coated words.

The male is coaxed into washing his hair with whatever is left in the fancy

bottles. He's clueless about the sudden attention his scalp gets. He is
m happy about bubbles and foam. So far so good. After all, sharing is
H_\.UJ

caring. But things get a little sinister when it comes to testing
products of indeterminate provenance, Or those that say something
in the fine print that you read only in the comfort of your home.

Can women be accused of unethical conduct? No. Who cares about male
hairanyway?” Hasn't Bollywood sung paeans tofemale locks, tresses, and curls,
whether bheegi, bikhari or reshami. Not to forget Urdu shayari. The male variety
gets amention only infilms like Bala, where it's for lack of it, not abundance.

Anvway there's only anecdotal evidence about such clinical trials at home.
Will women plead guilty to the charge? Are women likely to squeal on other
women? Probably these minor transgressions are covered under omerta. Men
at the receiving end of such experiments must take solace in the fact that thev're
helping preserve a national treasure. No need to call it a sacrifice because vou
are most likely to get rid of what grows on your head at the earliest.

There’s one product that some men swear by, A certain beer shampoo. The
very name gives them a heady feeling, if not essential vitamins and oils. But
gentlemen from the old school, who detest anvthing that deviates from the
customary, are perplexed when they encounter a bald spot. The root cause of
falling hair need not be only stress. They need to read the fine print too.
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Examine Our Exam-Nation

The national testing system, centred around a three-hour exam that encourages rote learning, is broken
and irreparable. What we need is a new method that employs three-year progressive evaluation

Kalyan T Chakravarthy and
Hemali.Chhapia @ timesgroup.com

India’s centralised
exam system is losing
credibility by the
day As GOI, which
sacked NTA's chief, is
strugglingtorestorea
semblance of order, it's time to ask a
different, more fundamental set of
questions,

Fixing accountability and reschedu-
lingexamsmay be all very well, but what
about the impact of such decisions on
voung minds? In any case, should a
three-hour test be a deciding factor that
defines the lives of millions of young
Indians? There is a serious issue with
the system and we need to revisit the
three Ms - mindset, methodology and
modality - to fix it. And we need to look
inwards for solutions.

Macaulay to Maitreyi mindset | The rise
of Kota, Sikar, Hyderabad as coaching
hubs should have raised red flags long
ago that India’s entrance exams can be
cracked with two years of intensive
coaching. Worse, what students go
through to do so is terrifying; coaching
institutes have even gone to the extent
of jamming windows and removing
fans to ensure students do nothing but
study and there is no untoward incident
when stress drives them up the wall.

to get their hands on a question paper and 1ts answer
key, what could possibly be the way to conduct exams?
Technology offers us solutions. Al may have disrupted
the jobs scenario, but it has also taught us to live with,
adapt to, and embrace uncertainty.

The question to be asked 1s: why must our exams be
so symmetrical, svllabi clearly defined, textbooks
rigidly prescribed. We know deep inside that the marrow
of any exam's soul is to evaluate, not put teenagers

What we instead need are tests that
allow for soch., moving away from a
Macaulay system of measuring memory
to a more holistic system that measures innate inclina-
tion (swadharma), 16 and EQ. We need to break free of
thecolonial legacy and adoptan India-centricsystem, a
versionof which had been in vogue longago-—asexemp-
lified by the Upanishadicstory of Maitreyi, India’sfirst
woman scholar — before it was replaced by Macaulay’s
rote learning-based mindset,

(Given the controversies we are facing, examiners
can no longer be lazy; they must be imaginative and
devise tests that genuinely assess the learning levels
and understanding of students.

Use of technology is key | In a nation where millions
of aspirants want to be a doctor or engineer, where
candidates and their parents are open to paving lakhs

We should have a national aptitude
assessment with normalised scores

to wipe out state differences, and a
psychometric test in grade 10 that
points to the strengths of each student

through a pressure cooker environment that kills the
joy of learning. Al can be deployed to design and pick
guestions from a large bank to personalise in real-time
each candidate’s question paper, thus eliminating the
possibility of paper leaks.

Exams with a high volume of aspirants reguiring

guick evaluation may not lend themselves to subjective
questioning, but multiple-choice questions can be
replaced by fill-in-yvour-choice format. allowing for
infinite possibilities in solutions, with machine
evaluation and immediate result generation. After
candidates are filtered, a second advanced exam could
ask them to defend their responses, thus reinforcing
their application of learnt concepts.

From competitive exams to self-evalua-
tion | If there is technology to rig the
system, there is also enough resource to
prevent the system from breaking. The
present exam system 1s overwhelming
for students. Testing them for a paltry
three hours a year can jam the nerve
pathways of the most robust mind and
body We need an exam modality that
allows students to realise their dreams,
potential and the pathway ahead. One
test cannot be a single point of failure.
The New Testing system ought to be
a three-vear progressive evaluation.
with a national general aptitude assess-
ment with normalised scores to wipe
out state differences. A part of this
would be apsychometric test in grade 10,
which assesses the strengths of each
candidate, and what she is best at pursu-
ing. Before an entrance test is held.
grades 11 and 12 should have focused
national tests, including those assessing
special aptitudes like writing code or
creating music.
Such an early feedback system for
self-selection would allow  several
5 things to happen: a potential writer,
= economist, artist, or musician would be
“ freed of the pressure tolive the wrv half-
lives they would as engineers or lawyers. Also, it would
reduce crowding into three or five entrance exams of
the country.

Second, tests need to be offered on an on-demand
basis. Third, students must be allowed to choose from
more than one national testing agency Open book
exams are also an option to be considered.

The examination system needs to be reimagined,
recalibrated and revised, as the existing model is not
working. Indian exams need Indian solutions. We owe
our students new ways of testing them, so that, once
evaluated, they can go back to deriving joy and wonder
from constant learning and discovery.

Chakravarthy is executive director of PanllIT Alumni
Reach for India Foundation

‘No reason why INDIA can’t win the next Bihar assembly
elections, even if advanced...Our vote share has shot up’

Days after LS results, parties in Bihar are already
preparing for 2025 assembly polls. State party CPI-ML
has returned to Parliament after 35 years with twwo MPs in
the 18th Lok Sabha. In a stunning comeback in 2020 Bihar
polls, the radical Left party won 12 seats. Party general
secretary Dipankar Bhattacharva, credited with
CPI-ML’s electoral revival, tells Subodh Ghildival
about f(ost opportunity in Siwan and Saran, where
Lalu's daughter Rohini Acharya narrowly lost by 13.6k
votes, and sharp spike in INDIA’s EBC vote shares.

® SP-led opposition did very wellin UP, but RJD's scorein
Bihar was underwhelming.

Though their socio-economic profile
may be similar, the situation was very
different in the two states. UE after all,
is the laboratory of ‘bulldozer raj'. It
has seen much worse caste oppression
and anti-Muslim violence than Bihar:
Of course, INDIA bloc in Bihar could
have put up a better performance with
better management of seat-sharing,
choice of candidate and campaign
execution. That said, outcome
of eastern UP and south Bihar
is quite on the same level,

In the final phase, INDILA
won 6 of 13 seats in Purvan-
chal, and 6 of 8 in adjoining
region of south Bihar. Asan
example of better seat-sha-
ring, wehad a legitimate claim
over Siwan, which could've
helped us and INDIA win
not only one more seat, but
also improve our chances in
adjoining constituencies,
including Saran that RJD
lost bv a very narrow margin.
Likewise, friction between

Calvin & Hobbes

an Independent and RJD over Purnea possibly weakened
INDIA prospects over seats in Koshi-Seemanchal.

@ Will INDIA have a good show in assembly polls?

In 2020, we bounced back after a erushing defeat in
2019. This time, our LS performance in terms of vote
shareand seats has been much better. There'snoreason
why INDIA cannot secure a clear victory in the next
assemblv elections even if they're held ahead of schedule.

This was the first time CPI-ML contested LS elections
in alliance with RJD - Left as a bloc wasn't part of RJD-
Congress alliance in 2019. Impact of Left's inclusion in
general, and ML in particular, saw massive impro-
vement in INDIA vote share. CSDS-Lokniti post-

percentage points among non-Paswan Dalits,

for their wins. Both our MPs are farmer netas who
represent Shahabad and Magadh regions. Eight of
ourl2 MLAs also represent this region, More focused
attention to developmental needs here alongside
the struggle to improve education, healthcare and
housing needs, jobs and conditions of scheme workers
will help the party expand.

@ How can parties like Congress improve opposition’s
political strategy without taking a radical tack, like, say,
CPI-ML?
Mot for me to advise other parties. Congress has
nearly doubled its tally, indicatinga significant
revival. Perhaps this also calls for a certain

poll survey found that vote share increased by 38 Q&A degree of reinvention and reorientation of

policies. There are signs that Congress ismoving

by 28 among Paswans, by 9 percentage points
among non-Yadayv OBCs and by 7 among Muslims,
INDIA should consolidate these gains and prepare
for the next battle without delay.

@ CPI-MLisin Parliamentafter decades. Doyouseea
bigger sustainable trend?

In the past we've won independently in multi-
corner contests, winning assembly seats on
our own. But our votes weren’t enough to win
an LS5 contest. But we still finished second

on seats like Siwan and Ara in Bihar, and
Koderma inJharkhand.
This time, support of INDIA
allies has been ascrucial toour
victories, as was our support

in that direction. Greater emphasis on social
equality, adequate representation of sections so far
excluded, common people’s economic welfare, and
people-oriented development can help pro-democracy
forces come closer,

@ How do you see the way forward for BJP govt at Centre?

BJP aimed for 370 seats, but fell short by 130! Certainly
a big defeat. Sangh-BJP forces may have to go a little
slow in terms of implementation of their core agenda.
Modi 2.0 was marked by escalation, acceleration and
all-out aggression. [ only hope democracy can prevail
more decisively. The broad spectrum of political forces,
civil society and digital community aligned with
INDIA will have to continue to work in unison.

@ Do you think TDP and JDU will cramp BJP's style?
Not majorly, but the threat of JDU and
TDPmovingaway will haunt BJP. Its previous
allies Shiv Sena and Akali Dal paid a heavy
price; parties like BJD, YSRCPE, BRS and
ATADMEK also suffered while supporting BJP
at the national level. If TDP and JDU move
away, no potential ally would risk joining
handswith BJE
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Develop The Ability To Make EnIightened Choices

BK Brij Mohan

Yogisanessential component of not

tion of evil, and establishment of

light twinkling between and behind

just spiritual practices butalsoethical
conduct and a life of virtue, The purity
of mind that comes from regular
practice of meditation, a key element of
vog, enables one to have accurate
discernment and the right judgment,
which leads to correct action, suc-

cess, and happiness.

If the mind istainted by
vices, itdistorts our
perception of people and
situations, negatively
influencing our conduet
and decision-making.
Purity of mind is funda-
mental to fostering divine
qualities, whilean impure mind is
the breeding ground of demoniacal
tendencies, as the Gitaenvisages in
chapter 16. Yog holds the key to trans-
formingan evil mind into a pure one.

The protection of the good, destruc-

og consists of profound and
-1 subtle teachings; it isdescribed
as the supreme secret revealed by
God. Yog is “evenness of mind” and
“skill inaction.” chapter2 of the
Bhagwad Gitaenunciates. “Established
inyog, perform action,” Krishn exhorts
Arjun. Later, in chapter 8, Arjun is
asked to always be steadfast in vog.
These examples from the Gita make it
clear that yog is more about our state
of mind and way of life than mere
physical postures.

Its goal is bigger than attaining
perfect physical health and fitness. The
practice of vog, inall its aspects,
including action without attachment to
the result, devotion to God, acquisition
of knowledge, and control over the self,
leads tofreedom from the bondage of
vices and liberation from sorrow.

righteousness that God manifests for-
as Hetells Arjun in chapter 4 of the Gita
—isdone by Histeachings of vog. It
enables humans to know their true
spiritual identity and connect with Him
toempower themselves and overcome
their weaknesses.
The yog taught by God is Raj
"t"ng meant for the salvation of
all. It 1s a spiritual process

“'.. oy andpractice capable of being
¥4 universally adopted and
undertaken even by the
elderly. This kingof vog
THE SPEAKING TREE enables the self to rule over
the senses and sublimate
worldly desires and attachments. It also
leads tothe purification of the soul and
freedom from sorrow.

In Raj Yog, the Self isrecognised as
an immortal being, a sentient non-
physical entity or as adivine point of

evebrows. In the process of Raj Yog, our
mind and intellect stay connected to the
Supreme Soul through Hisloving
remembrances, even while doing our
daily duties.

Regular practice of Raj Yogdraws
into the soul the powers and virtues of
the Divine and transforms it from
weak to powerful, fromdisturbed to
peaceful, from its subservience to
passions, people and situations to
being master of the self, unshaken by
cirecumstances.

Raj Yogisanancientart and skill
that restores intellectual communion
with the Supreme Being. It's not just
aboutachieving physical well-being but
also about learning a better way of life
by developing the ability to make more
enlightened choices,

The writer ischief spokesperson for
Brahma Kumaris Organisation




.‘_.

cl

Netanyahu doubles down on
criticism of US arms supply

Israeli Def Minister In Washington For ‘Reconciliation’ Efforts

Jerusalem: Israeli Prime Mi-
nister Benjamin Netanyahu
aired new grievances Sunday
over the Biden administra-
tion’s supply of munitions for
the war in the Gaza Strip as
his minister of defence arri-
ved in Washington for mee-
tings with senior US officials.

Some Israeli news outlets
had portraved the visit by De-
fence Minister Yoav Gallant,
although preplanned, asa “re-
conciliation™ trip aimed at
smoothing recent tensions
with the country’s most cruci-
al ally Netanvahu's govt and
the Biden administration ha-
ve been increasingly at odds
over Israel’s conduct in Gaza,
and Netanyahu lashed out at
the United States last week for
withholding munitions.

But Sunday morning, Ne-
tanvahu doubled down. In re-
marks broadcast in Hebrew
before his weekly Cabinet me-
eting in Jerusalem, Netanya-
hu said he appreciated the Bi-
den administration’s support
for Israel through eight
months of war, “but starting
four months ago, there was a
dramatic decrease in the
supply of armaments.” “For
long weeks, we turned to our
American friends and reques-
ted that the shipments be ex-
pedited. We did that time after

Reuters

Tens c-f thousands of protesters waving Israeli ﬂags and chanting slogans
against Netanyahu's govt rallied in Tel Aviv Saturday, demanding elections

time,” Netanyahu said.
There was no immediate
comment from the Biden ad-
ministration about the rema-
rks, which could upstage Gal-
lant in Washington. They co-
me just days after Netanyvahu
released a combative video, in
English, excoriating the Bi-
den administration for, as the
Israeli leader put it, withhol-
ding weapons and ammuni-
tion whenIsrael was “fighting
for its life” against Iran and
other common enemies.
USofficialssaidat thetime
thattheyfound the video “per-
plexing” and did not know
what Netanyvahu was talking
about. While the Israeli prime

minister complained of “bott-
lenecks”, the Biden administ-
ration maintained that it had
held up only one shipment of
2,000-pound bombs over con-
cerns about their use in den-
selv populated parts of Gaza.
Yuli Edelstein, a Likud
lawmaker and chair of the Is-
raeli Parliament’s foreign af-
fairs and defence committee,
said Saturday that differences
of opinion with the US should
not be handled “via video cli-
ps.” Netanvahu on Sundayv de-
fended his actions, saying he
went public based on “years
of experience and the know-
ledgethatthisstepwasvitalto
opening the bottleneck.” wvr
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ESﬁQANGED TIES? TOM CRUISE’S DAUGHTER SURI DROPS HIS SURNAME AS
SHE'GRADUATES FROM HIGH SCHOOL, A MOVE AKIN TO BRAD PITT’S KIDS

Israeli troops
strap injured
Palestinian to
jeep in W Bank

sraeli troops tied a wounded
I Palestinian to the top of a
military vehicle Satarday
morning during an operation
in the occupied West Bank, a
scene that was captured on vi-
deo and quickly went viral, pro-
mpting outrage. The Israeli mi-
litary said that the act violated
military procedure and that th-
ere would be an investigation.
Israeli soldiers raided Wadi
Burgin, a Palestinian town on
the outskirts of the city of Je-
nin, to arrest Palestinians su-
spected of involvement in mili-
tant groups. A firefight broke
out between Palestinian milita-
ntsand Israeli soldiers, themili-
tary said. Israeli troops arres-
ted a Palestinian injured in the
shooting. “In violation of orde-
rs, the suspect was taken by the
forees while tied on top of a veh-
icle,” the military said. The tro-
ops handed over the wounded
Palestinian to the Palestinian
Red Crescent for medical care, it
added. The occupied West Bank
has seen increasing violence si-
nce the war began. Over 500 Pa-
lestinians and 12 Israelis have
been Killed in the territory, syt
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France’s far-right party leads in opinion poll

Paris: France's far right Natio-
nal Rally (RN} party and its alli-
es are seen leading the first ro-
und of the country’s parlia-
mentary elections with 35.5%
of the vote, according to a poll
published Sundayv. The Ipsos
survey - conducted for Le Pari-
sien newspaper and Radio
France on June 19-20 — showed
the left-wing New Popular
Front (NPF) alliance in second
place with 29.5% of the vote.
Prez Emmanuel Macron’s cent-
rist alliance was seen in third
place, winning 19.5% of votes.
The turnout rate is seen at

Egypt says will
prosecute haj
travel agents for
‘fraudulent’ trips

Cairo: Egyptian PM Mostafa
Madbouly ordered 16 tourism
companies stripped of their li-
cences and referred their man-
agers to the public prosecutor
Saturday over illegal pilgrim-
ages to Mecca, the cabinet said.
The PM also imposed a fine on
the companies to benefit fam-
ilies of the pilerims who died.

The order came after coun-
tries whose citizens performed
this year’'s haj reported more
than 1,100 deaths. many attri-
buted to the oven-like summer
heat in Saudi Arabia. An AFP
tally Friday put the toll at 1,126,
more than half of them from
Egypt. Arabdiplomats said ear-
lier this week Egyptians ac-
counted for 658 deaths — 630 of
them unregistered pilgrims.

Prez Abdel Fattah El-Sisi
ordered a “crisis cell” headed
by Madbouly follow up on the
deaths of Egyptian pilgrims.

A cabinet statement said
the rise in the number of
deaths of unregistered Egvp-
tian pilerims stemmed from
some companies which “orga-
nised the haj programmes us-
ing a personal visit visa, which
preventsits holders fromenter-
ing Mecca” via official chan-
nels. It added more than 50,000
Egyptians joined the pilgrim-
age officially, and that there
were “31 deaths as a result of
chronicdiseases”. arp

A school with 7 students: America is Wlmessmg a ‘microschools’ boom

I!l”

Atlanta: When Nathanael was
in kKindergarten, he told his
mother, [ana Lopez, that he
did not want to return to school
— ever His teacher velled at
him, he said. And when Lopez
picked him up from school, he
would often immediately start
to cry Nathanael has autism,
and in a busy classroom of 25
children, theteacher seemed to
have few strategies for working
with him, Lopez recalled. This
yvear at a new school, Nathana-
el, 7, was happier: He shared a
ln:-achﬂr with only six other stu-
dents — not in one classroom,
but in the entire school.
Nathanael attended a mi-

Ex-prez Hollande says once-protege Macron's
ascent over: ‘Far-right has never been so strong’

rench Prez Macron’s ascendancy is “over”, former head of state

Francois Hollande said Saturday, after his former protege calleda
snap election likely to hand massive gains to the far right. Suffering at
the time from abysmal poll ratings, Socialist Hollande did not himself
stand for a second term at the 2017 election. Running as a pro-business

centrist, his former economy minister Macron pulled
off a surprise win that shattered traditional governing
parties on the left and the right. Now just two years
into the younger man's second term, *Macronism s
over, ifindeed it ever existed. But it's over, | say it with
no special hostility,” Hollande said. “l don't mean that
his presidential term is coming to an end, that's

something different. But what he may have represented foratime is
over,” he added. “*The far right has never been so strong.” arp

WATER WOES FORCE ITALY’S HOLIDAY
HOTSPOT TO BRIEFLY BAN TOURISTS

Getty Images & Reuters
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he Italian island of Capri lifted

a ban on tourists Saturday
after problems with the water
supply to the holiday hotspot were
resolved. Capri's mayor Paolo Falco
said the ban was ‘revoked’ after a
technical issue preventing the
arrival of water from the mainland
was fixed. The ban was announced
early Saturday, forcing several
moming ferries on their way to the
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island from Naples and Sorrento in
southern Italy to return to port.

In justifying the ban, Falco warned
of ‘a real emergency’ and said that
local tanks were ‘running out'.
Capri, in the Bay of Naples, is
famed for its white villas,
cove-studded coastline and
upscale hotels. In May and June,
Capri was the most popular [talian
destination among foreigners. arp

croschool, an increasingly po-
pular type of super-small, lar-
gely unregulated private scho-
ol, often serving fewer students
than are enrolled in a single
classroom at a traditional scho-
ol. The programmes are bene-
fitting from two trends: Since
the Covid-19 disrupted schoo-
ling, many parents have retho-
ught their children’s educa-
tion, and are open to nontradi-
tional options. And Republican
state lawmakers and donors,
who have long supported priva-
te-school choice, have increa-
singly directed money toward
microschools across the US, sa-
ving they give parents a chance

to withdraw from school dis-
trictsatareasonable price—ty-
pically $5,000 to $10,000 per year

Microschool students are
usually registered with their
states as home-schoolers. But
the new generation of microsc-
hools, like the programme Nat-
hanael attended, Kingdom Se-
ed Christian Academy, opera-
tes more like modern-day one-
room schoolhouses, meeting in
homes, church basements and
storefronts. These schools are
often open four or five days per
week, with full-time teachers,
set curricula and sometimes
even standardised tests.

There is little data on the

between 60 and 64% , which wo-
uld be much higher than the
47.5% seen at the last general
election in June 2022,

The RN's lead in polls ahead
of the election that will take
place in two rounds, on June 30
and July 7, is unlikely to win
the party an absolute majority:
Macron called the ballot after
hisalliance’s crushing defeat at
EU polls earlier this month.

In a separate Ipsos survey,
the National Rally isseenas the
most trustworthy when it co-
mes to managing the economy
and publicfinances. rReuters

HOPE IS A WAKING
DREAM — ARISTOTLE

SEAN PENN REFUTES DECADES-LONG RUMOURS THAT HE HIT EX—WIFE
MADONNA WITH BASEBALL BAT, SAYS STILL HAS A SOFT SPOT FOR HER

Russia blames US for deadly

Ukrainian strike on Crimea
Says US Missiles Used In Attack That Left 5 Dead, 124 Hurt

Pak opposition
contests PM’s
nationwide
military op plan

Omer Farooq Khan | Tnn

Islamabad: Opposition par-
ties in Pakistan criticised
PM Shehbaz Sharif's deci-
sion to initiate a nationwide
military operation named
Azm-i-Istehkam (Commit-
ment for Stability), which
aimstoeradicate extremism
and terrorism in the country.
The move came shortly after
Beijing warned Islamabad
and identified security as a
critical challenge threate-
ning China-Pakistan Econo-
mic Corridor (CPEC).
Former PM Imran
Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-i-
Insaf (PTI) party, alongside
otheropposition lawmakers,
rejected the military opera-
tion without prior parlia-
mentary consultation. “It is
our demand that if there is
any operation, whether in-
telligence-based or full-fled-
oed or in certain districts,
villages, or tehsils, it is ne-
cessary to take parliament
into confidence,” PTI chair-
man Gohar Khan said. He
called for an in-camera brie-
fing by military officers, re-
ferencing previous practi-
ces. Leader of the opposition
Omar Ayub Khan echoed the
call for parliament's appro-
val for military operations.
Militants have increa-
singly targeted Chinese in-
terests in Pakistan, particu-
larly in the northwest and
southwest regions, inclu-
ding CPEC, In March, two
attacks highlighted the ong-
ping threats: an attempted
breach of Gwadar Port Aut-
hority complex by Baloch
Liberation Army and a sui-
cide bombing in Shangla
district of Khvber Pakh-
tunkhwa targeting a convoy
of Chinese engineers, resul-
ting in multiple fatalities.
High-ranking Chinese
official Liu Jianchao under-
scored the security threatsto
CPEC as primary hazards to
the project’s cooperation
and success. "As people often
say, confidence is more pre-
cious than gold. In the case
of Pakistan, the primary fac-
tor shaking the confidence
of Chinese investors is the
security situation,” he said.

UK election betting
scandal widens as 4th
Tory ofticial is probed

London: The chief data officer
of Britain's Conservative Par-
tyv has taken a leave of absence,
British media reported on Sun-
day, following growing allega-
tionsthatthe governingparty’s
members used inside informa-
tion to bet on the date of Brita-
in's July 4 national election be-
fore it was announced.

Sunday Times and others
reported that Nick Mason isthe
fourth Conservative official to
be investigated by the UK's
Gambling Commission foralle-
gedly betting on the timing of
the election. The Times alleged
that dozens of bets had been
placed with potential winnings
worth thousands of pounds.

The reportscameafter reve-
lations in recent days that two
Conservative election candida-
tes, Laura Saunders and Craig
Williams, are under investiga-
tion by the gambling watchdog.
Saunders' husband Tony Lee,
the Conservative director of
campaigning, has also taken a
leave of absence following alle-
gations that he was also investi-
gated over alleged betting.

Police said one of PM Rishi
Sunak’s police bodyguards was
arrested on Monday on suspi-
cionof misconduct in public of-
fice. The arrest came after the

gambling regulator confirmed
it was investigating “the possi-
hility of offences concerning
the date of theelection.”

The growing scandal, just
two weeks ahead of the natio-
nal election, has dealt a fresh
blow to Sunak’s Conservative
Party, which is widely expected
to lose to the opposition Labour
Party after 14 years in power.

Sunak said this week that
he was “incredibly angry” to
learn of the allegations and
said that anvone found to have
broken the law should be ex-
pelled from his party. Sunak

‘AKIN TO PARTYGATE’

announced on May 22 that par-
liamentary elections would be
held onJuly 4. Thedate had be-
en a closely guarded secret
and many were taken by sur-
prise because a vote had been
expected in the fall.

Senior Conservative mini-
ster Michael Gove condemned
the alleged betting and hk-
ened it to “Partygate,” the et-
hics scandal that contributed
to former PM Boris Johnson's
ouster in 2022. “It looks like
one rule for them and one rule
for us. That's the most potenti-
ally damaging thing.” ap

: tor Sunday brought crimi-
: nal charges against the
: captain and crew of a
: chartered yachtsuspected
. of triggering a forest fire
: on a resort island in the
: Aegean Sea during a fire-
: work display. The blaze on
. Hydra destroyed about 75
: acresof pine forest Friday.

which was anchored just
: off where the fire started
: with 17 tourists on board,

when they docked near
Athens. The tourists were
+ not detained or charged.

: crew was charged under
: stricter legislation adopt-
- edrecently and would face
: sentences of 10-20 vears in
: prisonif convicted, ae

Moscow: Russia said on
Sunday that the US was re-
sponsible for a Ukrainian at-
tack on the Russian-annexed
Crimean peninsula with five
US-supplied missiles that kil-
led at least five people includ-
ing three children. At least
124 were injured, including
27 children, five of whom are
in aserious condition.
Russian defence mini-
stry said four of the US-deli-
vered Army Tactical Missile
System (ATACMS) missiles,
equipped with cluster war-
heads, were shot down by air
defence systems and the am-
munition of a fifth had deto-
nated in mid-air The mini-
stry said US specialists had
setthe missiles’ flight coordi-
nates on the basis of infor-
mation from US spy satellit-
es, meaning Washington was
directly responsible. “Respo-
nsibility for the deliberate
missile attack on the civilia-
nsof Sevastopol is borneabo-
ve all by Washington. which
supplied these weapons to
Ukraine, and by the Kyiv re-
gime, from whose territory
this strike was carried out.”
The US began supplying
Ukraine with longer range
ATACMS missiles, which ha-
ve a 300-km range, earlier
this vear Russian-installed
authorities in Crimea said
missile fragments had fallen
near a beach in Sevastopol
where locals were holiday-
ing. Russia will respond to

A partial electricity cut in Kyiv. Ukraine's energy operator said Sunday
that rolling electricity blackouts will be imposed nationwide throughout
Monday because of increased Russian attacks on power stations

Religious sites, police post attacked in
Russia’s Dagestan; 6 cops, a priest die

Moscow: Gunmen opened
fire at a synagogue, an Or-
thodox church and a police
post in Russia's North Cau-
casus region of Dagestan on
sunday, killing six police-
men and injuring 12, the re-
oion’s interior ministry was
quoted as saying. The minis-
try, quoted by Russian news
agencies, said two gunmen
had been shot dead as the
incidents unfolded. An Or-
thodox priest was also re-
ported to have been Killed,
The agencies reported
that street fights were grip-
ping Makhachkala, the chief

administrative town in Dag-
estan, a mainly Muslim re-
gion on the Caspian Sea.

Anunofficial channelon
Telegram said police were
preparing to storm a build-
ing where gunmen were
holed up in Derbent, about
125km further south.

The gunmen attacked a
synagogue and a church in
Derbent, hometoanancient
Jewish community and a
Unesco World Heritage site,
The interior ministry was
quoted as saving that both
the synagogue and church
were ablaze. reuters

the attack, the ministry said.

Neither Ukraine nor the
US has commented on the at-
tack, which came on a day

- 32-yr-old Indian dies
~in US store shooting

Madhu.Rasala
@timesgroup.com

32-vearald Andhra
Pradesh native in
the US died Sunday
of gunshot wounds inflic-
ted by a robber who attack-
ed him at the counter of a
gas station convenience
store in Pleasant Grove,
Dallas, the previous day
CCTV footage of the
crime shows theassailant
shooting D Gopi Krishna,
whose family is from Ya-
jali in Karlapalem man-
dal of Bapatla district, at
close range before hop-
ping over the counter to
reach the cash till. Gopi,
who had an Indian engi-
neering degree with
which he hoped to land a
proper job, was employed
at the store counter when
he was shot and critically
wounded. He died hours
after being hospitalised.
D Laxman, Gopi's un-

D Gopi Krishna, who is
survived by a wife and
a one-and-a-half-year-
old son, travelled to
the US 8 months ago in
job search. He had an
engineering degree

cle, teld TOI that the young
man with a wife and a one-
and-a-half-vear-old son tra-
velled to the US eight
months ago for job oppor-
funities. He was staying
with a relative.

Gopi's body will be
flown to his hometown on
Wednesday, Laxman said.
Srikanth Damarla, a fami-
Iy friend, is raising funds
on GoFundMe to help pay
forrepatriation of the body
and other expenses, “Gopi
was a caring, hardworking
individual who had been
there for his loved ones. He
had a heart full of aspira-
tions,” Srikanth said.

when Ukraine said one per-
son had been Killed and 10
others wounded by Russian
strikes on Kharkiv, reuters

Trump proposes a
‘migrant league of

fighters’ for UFC

‘ormer US Prez Donald
l—{ Trump said Sunday in an
address to an evangelical
group he had suggested star-
ting a sports league for migra-
nts to fight one another. He
described migrants with the
dehumanising terms he often
uses to refer to them, saying
they were “tough”, “come from
prisons” and are "nasty, me-
an.” Trump then said he sug-
gested to Dana White, anally of
his who is CEO of the UFC,
“Why don't you set up a mig-
rant league of fighters?” He
continued, referring to the
UFC: “And then you have the
champion of your league —
these are the greatest fighters
in the world — fight the cham-
pion of the migrants? I think
the migrant guy might win!
That's how tough they are”
Trump alsosaid White “didn’t
like the idea too much.”
White, when asked, said, Tt
was a joke, it was a joke. | saw
evervbody going crazy online.
But yeah, he did say it.” nvr

Athens: A Greek prosecu-

The crew of the yacht,

were arrested Saturday

State-run ERT said the

AROUND THE WORLD

Reuters

FESTIVE CHARM: Uhrainians iump over a ::ampﬁre during a
celebration on the lvana Kupala holiday, an ancient tradition
originating from pagan times, which is marked with overnight
festivities during which people sing and dance around campfires
believing it will purge them of their sins and make them healthier.
Hundreds participated in the event amid the war with Russia

This is the world’s
ugliest dog. It took
him 5 tries to win

i

NEW WAY OF LEARNING: There are estimated 95,000 microschools across

the US, serving more than 1m students. And this number is expected to grow

schools. But the National Mi-
croschooling Centre, an advo-
cacy group that surveys pro-

gramme founders, estimates
there are 95,000 microschools
and home-schooling pods na-

tionwide, serving more than 1
million students. That number
15 expected to grow as eight sta-
tes last year joined Arizona and
West Virginia in providing ne-
aruniversal access to educati-
on savings accounts, a type of
voucher that can be used for ho-
me-schooling costs. In April,
(zeorgia, too, passed a law crea-
ting the accounts, An estimated
1 million children now use pub-
lic funds for some form of pri-
vate education, more than dou-
ble the number from before the
pandemic, according to new re-
search from EdChoice, a non-
profit that supports school cho-
ice and tracks the sector. nyr

wild hang has won a 55,ﬁ

aybe it's the way his

lolling pink tongue juts
out, or how his glittering wide
eyes bejewel a tiny head under
a mop of long, frizzy, brown-
and-white fur, but there's just
something about Wild Thang —
and a panel of judges agreed.
The B-year-old Pekingese from
Oregon was crowned the
World's Ugliest Dog on Friday,
confirming that when the looks

are, well, lacking, there's
something to be said for
persistence. It was his fifth try
for the top prize at the compe-
tition. As winner, Wild Thang
takes home $5,000.

‘Widespread disruption’ at
UK airport after power cut
A “significant™ number of
flights at the UK's third-busiest
airport were delayed or cancel-
led Sunday after a major
power cut, the airport operator
said. Power has now been
restored at the international
airport in the north of England,
but some passengers were told
to “not come to the airport
until further notice™ as flights
were being cancelled. Some
flyers took to X to describe the
“chaos”, with one passenger
saying there was “baggage
thrown on any carousel|” and
another saying they were
“stuck on the plane”.




TIMES SPORT

Champs Italy In Crunch
. = 2 Matches 2
Survival Clash; Azzurri 179 | Minplayed | 155
1 Goals 0 Croatia's once
Need A Draw To Advance - o~ parsimonious
; back line has
Leipzig: Group B was dubbed Euro Attempts 2 already been
2024’'s ‘Group of Death’ but while On target 0 breached five
Spain soared through with a game : times in two
to spare, heavyweights Italj,r anﬂ "“r i Dlmnf:ngf“ L $hl games
Crﬂatn meet on MEIIlIiFl‘
Both sides were ot §fiSsed by 92.5% | Passing accuracy 88%
Spain, and while reigning champi- y 0% Crossing accurac 20%
ons [talv edged Albania 2-1, Croatia 4 i l:l:l' :
could only draw 2-2 with the min- 148/157 | Passes completed | 142/163
nows, It gives Italy the upper hand 18 Passes (attacking 23
ahead of their clash in Leipzig, third)
with Croatia’s golden generation 9 Passes into key 16
at 1;13}1 huf 'e; di_llstapppngmg? Ealgy play area
exi ey fail to win. Croatia, who
reached the 2018 and 2022 World 3‘{ : Tackles won 32
Cup final and semi-final respec- (In this Euro)

tively, may make several changes
as they scrap for Euros survival,

Midfielder Marcelo Brozovic,
playing in Saudi Arabia, has come
in for criticism after sub-par out-
ings in the first two matches, while
Real Madrid's Luka Modric, 38, has
also struggled Full-back Ivan Peri-
sic has looked a shadow of himself,
still to find his footing after a long
injury lay-off.

“It makes me cry when I watch
(Modric) on the pitch, he is giving
his last atoms of strength... but he
is not (the Modric) we are used to
seeing,” read one column in Croa-
tian newspaper Jutarnji List.

Youngster Luka Sucic could re-
place Brozovic, as he did at half-
time against Albania. Striker Bruno
Petkoviec, who missed a penalty in
the 3-0 beating by Spain, called on
Croatia to deliver for their vast sup-
port in Germany.

“The responsibility is on us, we
owe it to our fans to show more,”
he said. “l expect us to beat Italy,
and I hope it's going to happen. We
are aware of everything we did or

Italian coaches — this time five —

the tournament in Germany. This tops the Netherlands' mark of
having three coaches — out of 16 teams — at Euro 2008. Among the
five, all but Domenico Tedesco studied at the Italian federation’s

AN l taly continues a tradition at the European Championship with

ITALIAN’S
JOB

LUCIANO SPALLETTI
Italy
The best-known of the Italian
coaches at the tournament,
Spalletti attended the FIGC's
coaching school in 1998-99
and graduated with the
maximum grade attainable:
110 cum laude. He wrote his
thesis on “The 3-5-2 playing
system.” He won Italian Cup
titles with Roma in 2007 and
2008 and then Russian league
trophies with Zenit St.
Petersburg in 2010 and 2012.
Spalletti took charge of
italy last year, shortly after
quitting Napoli. He led the
southern team to their first
Serie A title in more than three
Aecades.

coach

CLUB CLASS

Gasperini, won th

STAYIN'.
ALIVE '3

Croatia Face Defending

THETIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
MONDAY, JUNE 24, 2024

CRO WON 3
DRAWS 5
ITA WON 1
-
MAN TO MAN

ITALY VS CROATIA

Leipzig Stadium
HEAD TO HEAD (5 games)

FORM GUIDE / (most recent first)
CROATIA

W | W

Wi | D | W

need to change our

facing italy.”

In Russia 2018 World Cup, we didn't
concede in the group stage; in Qatar
World Cup we conceded only once in the
group stage. Here we've already
let in five. Every dangerous
attack ends up in our net. We

approach and fix it before

= Zlatko Dalic, croatia coacH

GROUP B EQUATION

®Croatia will be through as group
runners-up if they beat Italy and

Euro Qualifiers rank.

eCroatia will be unable to
advance if they lose, or if they
draw and Albania avoid defeat.

What ails Croatia?
POSSESSION 60.5%: Croatia are
third in the possession stats with

Albania do not beat Spain. 60.5% behind only {iennamr anFI

i _ _ Portugal, but Croatia have 1 point.
e|f Albania also win, Croatia and TOPS EXPECTED GOALS METRIC:
Albania will be split for 2nd and The Croats top Opta's expected
3rd place by overall goal goals metric, ahead of Spain, 2nd
difference or then goals scored, on completed passes into the
or then disciplinary points or then penalty area, with 27, behind

Germany (28), and in the same
position for shots on 37, again (Ger
38). Turming dominance into goals
has proved tough. (stars TiLL sunpay)

in charge of national teams at

-
P

didn't do in the first two matches,
and we need to fix that.”

Coach Zlatko Dalic complained
ahead of the game he was not being
ogiven credit when Croatia did well
but was immediately criticised
when they struggle. “1 have learned
some things in these seven vears
where there have been far more
successes than failures,” he said.

Croatia goalkeeper Dominik Li-
vakovic was positive ahead of the
clash with the Euro 2020 winners.

“We control our own fate --
that’s a good thing,” said the stop-
per, who shone at the Qatar World

Cup, saving a penalty in a shoot-out
against Brazil to take Croatia to the
semis, Italy need a draw against
Croatia to claim second place but
after being thoroughly outplayed
in their 1-0 loss to Spain, expecta-
tions are not high for the Azzurri.

Newspaper Gazzetta dello Sport
labelled them “Little Italv”, a far
cry from the steely team which beat
England at Wembley. The coach
could also ring the changes with
striker Mateo Retegui in conten-
tion, along with defender Matteo
Darmian, who could replace Gio-
vanni D1 Lorenzo. are

SOME PEOPLE WANT TO WIN AND DO SO BY PLAYING
WELL, AND OTHERS JUST WANT TO WIN. PERSONALLY
| JUST WANT TO WIN. | THINK AT THE END OF OUR
CAREERS WHAT WE WILL REMEMBER IS WHAT WE
HAVE WON, NOT HOW WE PLAYED."

—AURELIEN TCHOUAMENI
FRANCE MIDFIELDER

Toppers Spain
aim to see
Albania fail

Dusseldort: Spain are already quali-
fied for the Euro 2024 round of 16 as
Group B winners and is the only team
vet to concede a goal, If they are to
gualify, Albania will likely to need a
win that would rank among all-time
great upsets. The Kickofl in Dussel-
dort is at the same time as group ri-
vals Croatia and Italy meet in Leipzig.

Spain’s slick, confident perfor-
mance in their 140 win over defending
champions Italy means they — Euro-
pean champions in 1964, 2008 and 2012
— are once again being hailed as fa-
vourites for the title, Germany and
Portugal were the only other teams
to win their opening two games.

The one possible negative from
Spain’s win over [taly was that it took
an own goal from Italian defender
Riccardo Calafiori.

No Spain player has scored since
Dani Carvajal just before half time
in the opening 3-0 win over Croatia.
Albania scored the opening goal in
both of their games — breaking a
record with one after just 23 seconds
— but ended up with just one point
after a 2-1 loss to Italy and a dramatic
2-2 draw with Croatia.

Spain midfielder Rodri is sus-
pended for the game. Spain coach
Luis de la Fuente will have to con-
sider whether to rest right back
Dani Carvajal or central defender

STANDINGS
GROUP A

TEAMS | P |W [D | L |GD | Pt

Ger* 2121006 |Bb
Swi 2|1|1(0] 2|4
5co 210111 (-4]1
Hun 2|10)|0|12|-4|0
GROUP B

TEAM5|P w|n| L|GII Pt
Spain*

taly |2|1]|0(1]0]|3
Alb 2101111 (-1]1
Cro 2@ |1{1]|-3]1
GROUP C

TEAMS | P (W |D | L |GD | Pt
Eng 21111(0|1]4
Den 210120102
Slo'nia| 2|0 (|2|0]| 0|2
Serbia |2 (0 |1]|1|-1]1
GROUP D

TEAMS | P |w | D |L|eD| Pt
Fra 21|01 |4
Ned 2|1(1(0]1]4
Aut 2IT I3 1 |3
Pol 2|10)012|-3|0
GROUPE

TE_AM5|P w|u|L|rsn Pt

Robin le Normand. who have al- 3

ready been booked once. Another |Bel 2P XPeLE] 2 I°3

yvellow card would leave them sus-

pended for the round of 16. ae Svk 21110(1/03
Ukr 21310111213

ALBANIA VS SPAIN

Dusseldorf Arena GRDUP F

HEAD TO HEAD (8 games) TEAMS | P|w | D | L | GD | Pt

ALBANIAWON D

Cze 21011(1]-1

6
wr |[2|3|0|1|-1]3
1
1

DRAWS 0 SPAIN WON 8 Geo 210111 -2
FORM GUIDE * Qualified for Last 16; Table
ALBANIA updated till Bel vs Rom match
En W TONIGHT'S TUSSLES
SPAIN Group B

Croatia vs laly 12.30am
Wiwwiw| D Albania vs Spain 12.30am
(most recent first) Live on Sony Sports Network

Team Hopes Striker’s Luck Will

ALBANIA’S DAKU

# BANNED FOR TWO

% GAMES AFTER
NATIONALIST CHANTS

The strength is evident not only in the
national teams but also at the club
level. Carlo Ancelotti won his fifth
Champions League title this month
while Atalanta, under Gian Piero

ing school.
MARCO ROSSI
VINCENZO MONTELLA Hungary
Turkiye After several years of coaching

Montella was also one of the
top students in class, with a
final mark of 110/110
at the end of his
course in 2011.
~ Montella took
charge of
Turkiye's national
team last year but has
been living in the country since
2021 as coach of Super Lig
team Adana Demirspor. The
50-year-old had previously
coached Fiorentina, AC Milan
and Sampdoria among others
in his native country as well as
Sevilla in Spain. His only trophy
as coach was the Italian Super
Cup with Milan.

FRANCESCO CALZONA
Slovakia

in the lower Italian leagues,
Rossi considered joining his
brother's accountancy
firm. But a chance

meeting with the

sporting director of

Honved in
Budapest led to him
taking charge of the
Hungarian team. The 59-year-
old Rossi had two spells with
Honved and led the team to
their first Hungarian league
title in 24 years in 2017. He also
coached a Slovakian team. He
was appointed Hungary coach
in July 2018. Rossi also steered
Hungary to Euro 2020.

DOMENICO TEDESCO
Belgium
The 38-year-old Italian-German

Slovakia may be was appointed as Belgium's
Calzona’s first job as coach in February 2023 but has
“head coach but the 55-year- quickly built a solid

team that was
unbeaten in his
tenure until the
shock loss to
Slovakia. The
youngest of the Italian

old has had an impressive
apprenticeship. Calzona
was also part of
Spalletti's staff
at title-winning
Napoli. Calzona

- .

left before the coaches emigrated from Italy
season ended, to Germany when he was two
when former Napoli years old. He began his

and Slovakia captain Marek coaching career with the youth

Hamsik suggested he take over | squads at Stuttgart when he
as the coach of Slovakia's was just 22 while working at
national team. the Mercedes factory.
The secret (to Italian
managerial success) is our

predisposition to the art of making the
best out of everything, even in difficult
situations. An Italian-Neapolitan art,
which is often useful in being a coach.”
=Renzo Ulivieri, president of the Italian

e Europa League. football coaches’ association

[ukakussta:

)/'S

offside’ butBelgium!
in Sight of goal

Stuttgart: Belgium defender Arthur
Theate said he has no doubt Romelu
Lukaku's luck will turn after seeing
three goals ruled out in his team’s
first two matches at Euro 2024.

Lukaku is Belgium's all-time
leading scorer with 85 goals but has
vet to add to that tally in Germany,
having another effort disallowed in
Saturday’s 2-0 win over Romania in
Cologne.

Lukaku set up the opening goal
for Youri Tielemans
in the second minute BELGIUM
and was a constant
threat to the Roma-
nian defence, but his ROM ANI A
strike in the second
half was ruled out by VAR for a mar-
cinal offside decision. Kevin De
Bruyvne wrapped up the points in the
closing stages to leave all four teams
in the group level on three points.

That came after he was twice de-
nied by video reviews in Belgium's
shock 1-0 loss to Slovakia.

“It's probably not easy because
it’s his third goal that’'s disallowed,
but I think it's unlucky when vou see
the offside,” Theate said on Sunday:

“It's very, very hard to accept be-
cause it's mavbe one centimetre

Tielemans 2, De Bruyne 80

(offside), but I think he’s in a good
mindset.

“He’s very important for us, he
creates a lot of chances, a lot of
spaces, so if he carries on and keeps
coing like this, ['m sure he will score
a lot of goals.”

All four teams in Group E are
level on three points going into the
final round of matches, the first time
that has happened in the tourna-
ment's history. Belgium take on
UKkraine in Stuttgart
z on Wednesday, while
Romania face Slova-
kia at the same time

n in Frankfurt.
“It's not easy. We
knew this when we lost the first

BIT PART: Lukaku (facing) had a third goal
ruled out by VAR at these Euros. But he
laid the ball off for Tielemans to score

job and then evervthing will be fine.”

Romania, ranked in 47th place,
competed gamely as they chased their
own shock, but this time Belgium's
superior class proved decisive, “T have

Frankfurt: Albania player Mirlind Daku
was banned on Sunday for two games
after leading fans in nationalist chants

at the Euros, that UEFA said brought
football into disrepute. Daku took a
megaphone after Albania's 2-2 draw with
Croatia on Wednesday in Hamburg and
joined in chanting slogans against Serbia
and North Macedonia.

The incidents and fallout from the

game in Hamburg have been the most
serious involving Balkan politics ata
Eurps. UEFA also ordered the Albanian
football federation to pay fines totaling
47,250 euros ($50,500) for incidents at the
game where its fans chanted an anti-
Serb slogan, reportedly “Kill the Serbs.”

Daku later apologized for his actions

in a social media posting, as UEFA
appointed an in-house investigator to
study his “alleged inappropriate
behavior.” The 26-year-old forward began
playing for Albania last year having used
his right under FIFA rules to change his
eligibility from Kosovo, the ethnic-
Albanian former province of Serbia that
declared independence 16 years ago.

the same feeling as against Slovakia:
we played well but the difference is
that we scored and won today,” said
Belgium captain De Bruyne.

“We made a few mistakes and
cave away a few chances, but we can
be satisfied with our performance,
both offensively and defensively”

Domenico Tedesco’s team faces
Ukraine in their decisive group match

came against Slovakia,
we're going to have to
not lose anyvmore,” said
Theate, who returned
alongside 37-vear-old
Jan Vertonghen in de-
fence against Romania.

“We won vesterday
50 it's a great thing.
Now we have to do the
same thing on Wednes-
day. We just have to look
at ourselves and do our

Belgium have
5 now won five of

their last six
Euro group matches.

The 1-0 loss
against
Slovakia on

Matchday 1 is
Belgium's only defeat
in their last 17
matches (W11 D5).

on June 26. “We have an
extreme amount of po-
tential. Let's see, the last
game will be difficult,”
he said.

“We are very re-
lieved we won, It was
very important to get
the three points. For
the rest of the tourna-
ment, we are released
{from the pressure) and
happv"” acencies

FIELD-SIDE SECURITY
INCREASED IN BID TO
STOP PITCH INVADERS

Frankfurt: Security will be increased
field-side to stop fans getting to players
at the Euros after the problem peaked
when at least six fans tried to get selfie
photos with Cristiano Ronaldo, said
UEFA. Four fans pursuing Ronaldo got on
the field Saturday during Portugal's 3-0
win over Turkey and more tried after the
game ended in Dortmund. Though the
field invaders seemed to want just a
photo, the tournament security plan also
aims to protect players from harm.

Multiple games at Euro 2024 have

seen fans on the field, including a fan
with a camera who got within touching
distance of Belgium star Kevin De Bruyne
in Frankfurt. ar

Haulirs

after period of turmoil

Los Angeles: Brazil open their 2024
Copa America campaign against
Costa Rica on Monday in Los Ange-
les with a whole new look almost
from top to bottom, with Real Ma-
drid’s rising star Vinicius Jr lead-
ing a group that were waiting for
an opportunity for a fresh start.
After a heartbreaking shootout
defeat by Croatia in the World Cup
guarterfinals at Qatar 2022, Brazil
went through two caretaker man-
agers as they waited for almost an
yvear trying to lure manager Carlo

Ancelotti from Real Madrid.

But after the Italian extended
his contract with the Spanish gi-
ants, Brazil settled on journeyman
Dorival Jr. He won the Copa Liber-
tadores and the Copa do Brazil
with Flamengo a few months after
taking over. He led Sao Paulo to a
Brazilian Cup title before accept-
ing the Brazil job in January.

Dorival had a lot on his plate
with the national team. Brazil suf-

fered defeat in three consecutive THE SPEARHEAD: Vinicius Junior, who will lead the line for Brazil, chases the

World Cup qualifiers for the first

ball during practice ahead of their opener against Costa Rica

time, their first loss to Uruguay for
22 vears and saw the end of a
58-match unbeaten home streak in
the qualifiers.

Add to that the loss of Neymar,
with a ruptured anterior cruciate
lizament and meniscus in his left
knee on international duty
in October, and Brazil hit
rock bottom. With no An-
celotti and a team in tur-
moil, Dorival turned his

confidence and self esteem
of a voung and revamped squad in
which Viniecius Jr claimed the re-
sponsibility of carrying the load
as Brarzil's key plaver.

Dorival relied on his players’
grit and pride, fixing up a team that
was more feisty than colourful.

= Lit .

attention to recovering the ESSEUEI e

They got a 1-0 win over England at
Wembley and fought back to draw
3-3 with Spain at the Bernabeu ear-
lier this year.

In both games his hero was 17-
vear old sensation Endrick.

The Copa America will be the
first time Dorival has had
time to work extensively
with his players, who face
Costa Rica following a
three-week training camp
in Florida before taking on
Paraguay and Colombia in
Group D.

With most of the attention on
world champions Argentina and
Lionel Messi, now playving in the
MLS, Brazil will start their Copa
America campailegn without great
expectations.

MEXICO EDGE JAMAICA; SUPER
SUBS GIVE VENEZUELA A WIN
Santa Clara (United States):
(Goals from substitutes Jhonder
Cadiz and Eduard Bello gave Ven-
ezuela a 2-1 win over 10-man Ecua-
dor in their Copa America Group
B match on Saturday:

In the group’s other game, Mex-
ico made a winning start to their
campaign with a 1-0 victorv over
Jamaica in Houston but lost their
captain Edson Alvarez to injury,

Ecuador were forced to play
with 10 men from the 22nd minute
of the game at Levi Stadium when
striker Enner Valencia was sent
oft for dangerous play. The 34-vear-
old forward struck the chest of
Venezuela defender Jose Martinez
with his boot. acencies
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NUMBERS GAME

Runs scored
794at an average
of 52.93,

including eight fifties in 21
innings by Virat Kohli — the
most by any batter against
Australia in T20Is.

* Glenn
1 04Maxwell. with
his 48-ball

unbeaten knock against
India at Guwahati on Nov 28,
2023, remains the only
batter to post a hundred in
his 100th T20 International.

Number of times India
5and Australia have met

in the T20 World Cup.
India emerged victorious in
2007, 2014, 2016, while
Australia won in 2010 and
2012.

168.70

Suryakumar Yadav's strike
rate while scoring 2259 runs
at an average of 44.29 in 62
innings, including four
hundreds and 19 fifties —
the highest among the
batters with 1000 runs or
more in T20Is.

All Stats: Wajesh Kumar
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“WELL DONE BROTHER. BETTER
TEAM ON THE DAY. YOU BOYS ARE
AN INSPIRATION FOR SO MANY
BACK HOME AND ABROAD. SO SAD

WE CAN'T SEE YOU ALL PLAY IN
AUSTRALIA."

ENG(Q) | 3 |2 |1)]| 1992 | 4
SA 2 |20 0625 | 4
Wi 2 [1]1] 1814 | 2
UsA 3 10|3]|-3906( 0

Miller rapped
for Code of
Conduct breach

St Lucia: Explosive South
African batter David Miller
was reprimanded and
handed one demerit point
for breaching Level 1 of the
ICC Code of Conduct during
a Super Eights Group 2
match of the T20 World Cup
against England. Miller was
found to have breached
Article 2.8 of the Code of
Conduct for Players and
Player Support Personnel,
which relates to “showing
dissent at an umpire's
decision during an
international match.”

The incident occurred in
the 19th over of South
Africa’s innings. Miller
played a full toss from pacer
Sam Curran and expected it
to be called a ‘no ball’ for
height. When it was not
declared a ‘no ball', the left-
hander signalled to review
the decision when it could
not have been reviewed. pTi

If not Windies,
Viv backs India
to win title

North Sound: Batting legend
Vivian Richards visited the
Indian team’s dressing room
and expressed his support
for Rohit Sharma and his
men. The West Indian was a
part of the fielding medal
ceremony which was won by
Suryakumar Yadav after
they defeated Bangladesh in
the Super Eights on
Saturday. “Well done today,
going all the way?" he
asked.

“What can | say to a
team that is already so
powerful? You have a good
thing going here and | can
only say that if the guys in
maroon don't get it done, |
will be backing you. Is that
reasonable enough?”
Richards said in the video
posted by the BCCI. pri
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Men In Blue Have A
Chance To Avenge

ODI World Cup Final
Defeat Vs Australia

TIMES IN THE

CARIBBEAN

Dwaipayan.Datta@timesgroup.com

St Lucia: The small island, with the
Caribbean Sea on one side and the At-
lantic Ocean on the other, is absolutely
buzzing. For the last couple of days —
cricket tourists — mostly Indians from
the US and Canada - have been trooping
in for an extended weekend, and once
the Saturday night theatre happened in
St Vincent, the excitement has gone up
manifold.

Australia’s defeat to Afghanistan has
suddenly opened up the possibility for
the Indian fans who are here and those
across the world to finally get their re-
demption. The defeat to the Aussies in
the ODI World Cup final in Ahmedabad
in November is some-
thing no one related to
Indian cricket has for-
gotten, and now it's a chance to pay the
Aussies back with interest. A win on
Monday for India will not only officially
seal for them a semis berth, but also
show Australia the door, provided Af-
ghanistan beat Bangladesh later on
Monday.

The Indian team, that came in here
late on Saturday night and cancelled
their practice session on Sunday owing

HISTORY: Afghan players
celebrate their victory
over Australia

" “at b T &
e TR
Ef - =

S S

Inspired

VU
PAYBACK TIME FOR INDIA?

EAGER: India will look to
knock Australia out

EE AT

to exhaustion and the extreme humidity
in this part of the world, would also
surely be licking their lips.

On current form, there's absolutely
no reason why India wouldn't beat their
biggest rivals Australia, making their
own journey forward a little smoother:
India apart, there is no other team than
Australia which has so many individual
match-winners who can destroy opposi-
tion on their day. If they can be taken
care of before the semis, Rohit Sharma's
boys would probably have to just carry
on plaving the way they
are and this cup would
be theirs.

The Darren Sammy International
Stadium, the venue of this game, though
has been slightly different from most
other venues across the Caribbean.
Scores have fluctuated between 180-220,
barring the last game between South
Africa and England, which the Proteas
won with 163. Normally the ball does
come on to the bat here which should be
a bit of a relief for Aussies, who were

absolutely strangled by the Afghanistan
bowlers on the super slow St Vincent
track.

Australia had chosen to drop Mitch-
ell Starc and add left-arm spinner
Ashton Agar in the playing X1 on Satur-
dav. Even though Agar was extremely
economical (0/17), there was nodenying
that Starc’s explosive ability to run
through opposition in Powerplay was
missed.

Aussies will be tempted to bring Starc
back for this huge game, even though
the average economy rate of spinners in
St Lucia is 7.9 in the five matches played,
which is significantly better than it is
for the pacers (9.4).

Captain Mitchell Marsh knows it, but
he also knows that if they are tomake a
match of it against a marauding India,
they will first have to deal with the men-
tal scars of a defeat like this in a turna-
round time of mere 36 hours.

“First things first, we have to recover,
We have a lot of belief in our group be-
cause we know we are a good cricket

Fics: GRily Images

It's a big game,

it will be against

India obviously
and it's a must-win
game. | think if you
look back at the
short history of this
team, | know for a

fact that it brings
out the best in our
guys. So, the boys
will certainly be up
and about for it.”

—Mitchell Marsh,
ALS CAPTAIN

team. We had an off night but I guess
there's also a positive in the fact that in
36 hours we goagain. [t'sabiggame—a
must-win. I think if’ you look back at the
short history of this team, I know for a
fact that it brings out the best in our
ouys, so the boys will certainly be up and
about for it,” Marsh put up a brave face
on Saturday night.

For India, it's way more straightfor-
ward. Every constituent part of the In-
dian machine has been running smooth-
lv and it's about keeping it going. No
change is expected in the playing Xl and
with Jasprit Bumrah in outstanding
form, one can hope the threat of Travis
Head upfront will be taken care of. The
explosive left-hander has caused enough
heart-burns for India across formats,
but he is coming off a failure against
Afrhanistan.

Everything points to a perfect day for
Team India and its fans, it’s just about
Rohit and his boys to maintain the com-
posure that they have shown in the
World Cup so far.

-

EXCLUSIVE ¥ 799/-
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Semifinal spot on the line as South
Africa take on co-hosts West Indies

North Sound: Hosts West
Indies will need their all-
round firepower for taming a
rampaging South Africa in
their must-win final Super
Eight clash to seal the

semifinal berth at the T20
World Cup here. After their
only loss in six games to
England in their opening
Super 8 game, WI regrouped
to smash co-hosts USA by
nine wickets.

For WI, a win will see them
through to the last-four, while
a loss will knock them out as
England thumped the USA in

the other group match to
qualify. South Africa, who
have won all their six games
so far, surrendered their top
position to England as their
net run rate, thanks to narrow
wins, is not great. Hence, only
a victory will see them go
through.

West Indies may derive
some mental advantage from
the fact that they beat South
Africa 3-0 in a bilateral series
before the start of the World
Cup. However, a majority of
the South African and West
Indies main players were
absent from that series due to
the IPL. acenciEs
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Afgl{anistan

give Oz a reality check

Kingstown: Rahmanullah Gurbaz
and Ibrahim Zadran shared an open-
ing stand of 118 before Gulbadin Naib
took over to drive Afchanistan to a
21-run win over Australia in St Vin-
cent on Saturday and keep alive their
hopes of reaching the Twenty20
World Cup semifinals.

A win for Australia would have
sent the 2021 champions and India
into the last four, but even a second
hat-trick in as many matches from Pat
Cummins was not enough to Keep
their unbeaten record at the tourna-
ment intact. Half centuries from Gur-
baz and Zadran helped the Afeghans
rack up 148-6 in their 20 overs, before
their bowlers dismissed the Austral-
ians for 127 on a tricky track.

Naib claimed 4-20 and Naveen-ul-
Haq bagged 3-20, but it was the third
century partnership of the tourna-
ment from Gurbaz and Zadran that
laid the foundation for a win that also
kept Bangladesh alive. *We've waited
for a long time (for this),” said man-
of-the-match Naib.

“It's a big moment for our nation
and our people. I have no words, but
thanks to the fans who supported us
in our career and cricket journey ...
thank God we finally beat Australia.
It's a great achievement for Afghani-
stan.We have achieved many things
in the last 10 yvears, but this is big.”

Anstralia skipper Mitchell Marsh
won the toss and sprang a couple of

surprises by sending the Afghans in
to bat and naming a team with left-
arm spinner Ashton Agar in the bowl-
ing line-up in place of Mitchell Starc.

In the early overs it looked like the
Australian bowlers would suffocate
the Afghans, but the lack of a break-
through wicket allowed Gurbaz and
Zadran to settle in and accelerate
through the middle overs,

Crisp batting and hard running
from the Afghans put the pressure
back on the Australians, who made
uncharacteristic fielding errors un-
der the Arnos Vale Ground lights.

The pair reached their half-centu-
ries before Marcus Stoinis finally
separated them in the 16th over, when
(Gurbaz mistimed a shot to David
Warner at deep square leg to depart
for 60.

Spinner Adam Zampa removed
Azmatullah Omarzai (2) and Zadran
(51) in the following over and pace-
man Cummins sent back skipper
Rashid Khan cheaply with the final
ball of the 18th over

Karim Janat and Naib followed
with the first two deliveries of the
20th over as Cummins became the
first bowler to take two hat-tricks at
a T20 World Cup.

Afghanistan made the best possi-
ble start with ball with Naveen bowl-
ing Travis Head for a duck in the
opening over and having Marsh
caught in the deep for 12.

7

After losing five matches (four
ODis & one T201) between Aug
25, 2012 & Nov 7, 2023,

-l

1

s Afghanistan have tasted their first

win in six international matches vs
Australia — by 21 runs at Kingstown
on June 22, 2024.

Number of century stands
3Ingged by Afghan openers

Rahmanullah Gurbaz &
Ibrahim Zadran in the T20 WC to

become the first pair to accomplish
the feat.

-

third bowler to be used as fifth

change (No.8) and take four
wickets in a T20l (and the first to do
s0 in T20 WC) — the first two being
Ireland's Stuart Thompson and
Sierra Leone's Abass Gbla.

3Eu!haclin Naib (4/20) is the

first bowler to bag a hat-trick

in successive T20s apart from
the first to accomplish the feat
twice in T20 World Cup — vs
Bangladesh at North Sound and vs
Afghanistan at Kingstown. He is
now the fifth bowler to bag multiple
hat-tricks in T20Is, joining Lasith
Malinga, Tim Southee, Mark
Pavlovic and Waseem Abbas.

1 Pat Cummins has become the

Warner followed for three off Mo-
hammad Nabi's first deliverv to leave
the Australians struggling on 32-3 in
the final over of the power play; before
the Afghans heaped more pressure by
removing Stoinis and Tim Dawvid.

The explosive Glenn Maxwell gave
Australia some hope with a battling
o9 off 41 balls, but his dismissal by
Naib, thanks to an acrobatic catch by
Noor Ahmad, but sealed their fate.
Brief scores: Afghanistan 148/6in 20
overs (Gurbaz 60, Zadran 51; Cummins
3/28) bt Australia 126 in 19.2 overs
(Maxwell 59; Naib 4/20, Naveen 3/20) by
21 rUns, REUTERS

Could not sleep in Mumbai after loss
to Oz, can’t sleep today too: Rashid

Dwaipayan.Datta@timesgroup.com

teams with biggest fan bases in

this part of the world. But if
there's one nation that the neutrals
love to root for; it is Afghanistan.

The celebration around the Af-
ghanistan win in a pub in a remote
corner of 5t Lucia tells vou the story
- gveryone wants this beleaguered
nation to defy the odds, both in life
and sport. As for the Afghan players,
these victories - in ODI World Cup
against Pakistan or in the T20 World
Cup against Australia on Saturday
— are not just victories on the erick-
ef pitch. It is a way of telling all those
back home that there’s light at the
end of the tunnel, there's something
to look forward to when life hasn't
exactly been fair to them.

“It gives people back home so
much hope and especially the voung
generation...Cricket is the only
source of happiness back home and
vou all know that. And [ feel like we
are so lucky to be here giving those
moments of happiness to the people
back home,” Rashid Khan, the mer-
curial captain of the Afghanistan

I\ldi& and West Indies are the two

team, said after his team pulled off
the upset win against Australia.

Afghanistan have plaved every
game in this World Cup with a lot of
purpose. Even in their defeat to India
in Barbados the other day, there were
moments when they made it difficult
for the best side of the tournament.
[t 1s this desire to give something
back to the country that keeps
Rashid & Co. punch above their
weight, time and time again.

“We hardly see such events back
home where our people can celebrate
and enjoy. But these little games, or
big if you want to call it that, give
them so much happiness. All that
matters is the smile on the faces of
my countrymen,” Rashid said.

The best thing about this Afghan-
istan team is that they are not shy of
looking the opposition 1n their eve,

Take their wicketkeeper-batter Rah-
manullah Gurbaz for example. He
didn't mind having a word with Mar-
cus Stoinis, the Aussie allrounder,
who isn't exactly known to be tongue-
tied when things heat up.

Rashid fully endorsed Gurbaz’s
sledging of Stoinis saying: “Some
guys in the team, they need that fire,
Once they keep silent, they forget
how good they are. I want the fire to
keep burning.”

In a way, the win on Saturday was
a redemption for Rashid & Co. after
the way they lost to Australia in the
ODI1 World Cup in Mumbai a few
maonths ago, They had the game all
wrapped up before Glen Maxwell
played one of the best ODI innings
of all time to take the game away.

Maxwell threatened to do the
same on Saturday too for a while,
before Afghan bowlers had the last
laugh. Rashid acknowledged that the
Mumbai game hurt him and that he
can “sleep better now”. “That was a
night that didn't let me sleep. Prob-
ably, tonight too, we won't sleep, but
that's because of happiness,” Rashid
said, hoping to live the dream again
on Monday against Bangladesh.

The race to the
T20 WC semis

Group A

@ India (4 points) are virtually
through. If they beat Australia (2)
on Monday, they qualify as the top
team from the group. Afghanistan
{2) will then need to beat
Bangladesh (0) on Tuesday to go
through.

@ [f India lose to Australia and
Afghanistan beat Bangladesh then
India, Australia and Afghanistan
will finish on 4 points each. NRR
will come into play where Afghans
are behind. They will need to beat
Bangladesh by a big margin. India
can only miss out if Australia and
Afghanistan win their final
matches by more than 120 runs.

® |f Afghanistan lose to
Bangladesh and India lose to
Australia, the latter two advance.
If Australia lose, they finish on 2
points along with Afghans and
Bangla. Again, NRR will be decisive
where Aussies have an advantage.
Group B

® Defending champions England
{4) are through after their win over
USA (0). The winner of Monday's
South Africa (4) vs West Indies (2)
tie will qualify. An SA win puts
them on top. W need to win big to
qualify as toppers.

Jordan, Buttler power England into semifinals

Bridgetown (Barbados): Pacer
Chris Jordan grabbed a sensational
hat-trick in his birthplace before
captain Jos Buttler's blitzkrieg
helped England storm into the sem-
ifinals of the T20 World Cup with a
10-wicket mauling of USA here on
sunday. Making a comeback in place
of Mark Wood, Jordan (4/10) mopped
up the USA tail by claiming four
wickets 1n five balls, including the
hat-trick, in the 19th over as the
Americans folded for 115 in 18.5
ovVers.

Buttler then blazed away to a 38-
ball 83 not out as England completed
the chase in 9.4 overs to become the

first team to make the semifinals of
the showpiece.

During his scintillating knock,
Buttler smashed seven sixes and six
fours, including hitting five maxi-
mums in a Harmeet Singh over to
leave the USA bowling battered and
bruised. arlier, the 35-year-old Jor-
dan, who was born and grew up in
Christ Church, Barbados, began the
penultimate over dismissing a well-
set Corey Anderson for 20 with a low
full toss.

After surviving the next ball, Ali
Khan found his off stump knocked
over before Jordan went on to dis-
miss Nosthush Kenjige and Saurabh

Netravalkar off successive deliver-
1es to pick the first hat-trick for Eng-
land in men’s T20Is. Leggie Adil
Rashid, named player-of-the-match,
bowled a miserly spell of 2-13. e1i

bowler to take four wickets

in an over in the T20 World
Cup — the first being Ireland's
Curtis Campher vs Netherlands at
Abu Dhabi on Oct 18, 2021.
Overall, he is the fifth to
accomplish the feat in T20ls — the
other three being Rashid Khan,
Lasith Malinga and Jason Holder.

2 Chris Jordan is the second

Brief Scores: USA: 115 in 18.5 overs
(Nitish Kumar 30, Corey Anderson 29;
Chris Jordan 4-10, Adil Rashid 2-13) lost
to England 117/0 in 9.4 overs (Jos
Buttler 83*, Phil Salt 25*) by 10 wickets.

Kuldeep enjoying the
challenge of being a
step ahead of batters

Dwaipayan.Datta@timesgroup.com

St Lucia: If there's one bowler
whose non-inclusion in the India
playing XI in the New York leg of
the T20 World Cup was slightly
criticized in different quarters, it is
Kuldeep Yadaw

The chinaman bowler has been
India’s best spinner across formats
in recent times, still the Indian team
management was waiting to employ
him in slightly more favourable con-
ditions for spinners than what it was
at New York. But as the coaches kept
explaining Kuldeep the situation,
the wrist-spinner didn’t lose heart
and he delivered the moment he got
his chance in West Indies.

Performances of 2-32 against Af-
ghanistan and 3-19 against Bangla-
desh have proved how well-prepared
in his mind Kuldeep was, The bowl-
er mentioned that he “would have
loved to bowl in New York”, but he
felt totally included in everything
that was going on. “Iwasn't playving,
but I was the 12th man there. [ was
helping out the teammates and car-
rying the drinks, so that is more like
playving. I didn’t bowl there but 1
would have loved to because it was
more like pitches in Australia,” Kul-
deep said after India’s comprehen-
sive win against Bangladesh.

It was in the West Indies that
Kuldeep made his T20 debut back in
2017. He had a fair idea of what to
expect in the Caribbean that helped.
“I knew the condition very well —
the length to bowl and the impor-
tance of varying the pace. It was
perfect for the spinners to come here
and bowl,” Kuldeep added.

The left-armer explained how he
doesn't think much about the condi-
tions, which way the wind is blow-
ing and all that when he comes into
bowl. For him, it is more about the

POTENT THREAT: Kuldeep Yadav
made timely strikes in the middle
overs against Bangladesh

length and outthinking the batsman.
“1 didn't think about the wind, just
the length mattered. And obviously
reading the batter and what they are
expecting from me. It is about just
reading one step ahead what the bat-
ters are thinking and reacting to it,"”
Kuldeep said.

It was evident that he was out-
smarting the batters when he got
Tanzid Hasan with a beautiful goog-
ly as the right-hander shaped to go
to his back-foot. As for Towhid Hri-
doy, the mode of dismissal was the
same, just that the ball turned in the
opposite direction after landing in
the same spot.

Kuldeep plavs his IPL cricket for
Delhi Capitals, whose home ground
is Ferozeshah Kotla, which isn't the
easlest venue for a spinner; Coming
from there, the T20 World Cup was
a welcome relief for Kuldeep. “IPL
is totally different, what vou experi-
ence in IPL is what vou are experi-
encing in the T20 World Cup are not
the same...For me, wherever | play,
it is about being more aggressive,
That actually helped me in the IPL
and it is helping me here as well,”
Kuldeep said, hoping to keep it going
against Australia in their last Su-
per-8 game on Mondayvit going
against Australia in their last Su-
perd game on Monday:
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Archery: Dhiraj’s
two bronze takes
India to 4 medals

hiraj Bommadevara

picked up two bronze
medals on the final day of
Archery World Cup Stage |l
at Antalya, Turkey, to help
India finish with a haul of
four medals in the last
international event before
the Paris Olympics. The
women's compound team
of Jyothi Surekha Vennam,
Aditi Swami and Parneet
Kaur bagged the gold, while
Priyansh clinched the silver
in compound individual
event on Saturday.

Chelsea sign Brazilian
Estevao Willian: Brazi-
lian winger Estevao Willian
will join Chelsea from
Palmeiras in 2025, the
Premier League club an-
nounced. Chelsea did not
specify the amount they
will pay for the 17-year-old,
with British media saying
that the Brazilian Serie A
club will receive an initial
fee of 29 million pounds
($37 million} plus perform-
ance-related add-ons.

Cameron Young posts
59 at Travelers: Cameron
Young made a par putt from
just inside 10 feet for an
11-under 59 on Saturday in
the Travelers Champion-
ship, the first sub-60 round
on the PGA Tour in nearly
four years.

Money shines: Money
Exchange, Saro Bird, Land
of Gold Vayu and Dynamic
Force shone well during the
tryouts in Mysore.
Outer-sand: 600m: Land of
Gold (Md. Imran Ashraff) -
39secs: attracted. Money
Exchange (RB) - 42secs:
shone well. Saro Bird (Ayaz
Khan) - 39secs: caught the
eye. Vayu (RB) - 40secs:
moved quite well with
plenty in hands. Dynamic
Force (RB) - 43s5ecs: shap-
ing well, TnnacenciEs

ACTION TODAY

CRICKET: ICC T20 WC, Wi
vs SA, 6 am; India vs Aus-
tralia, 8 pm (Star Sports);
FOOTBALL: Euro 2024,
Albania vs Spain; Croatia vs
Italy, 12.30 am Tuesday
{Sony Sports)

Sinner’s first on grass

AFP -

Edges Hurkacz
To Clinch Halle
Open Title

Halle: World No. 1 Jannik Sin-
ner won his first ever grass
court tournament on Sunday,
beating former champion
Hubert Hurkacz 7-6 (10/8), 7-6
(7/2) inthe Wimbledon warm-
up ATP Halle tournament.

The 22-year-old Italian
went to the top of the ATP
rankingsthankstohis semifi-
nal run at the French Open.
“It means a lot. It was a tough
match against Hubi,” said
Sinner after playving his dou-
bles partner. “I knew I had to
serve really well and you play
only a couple of really impor-
tant points throughout the
wholeset. Solwashappyandl
tried to produce in the best
possible way in the important
moments. I'm wvery happyv
about this tournament be-
cause (winning for) the first
time on a grass court, it's a
good feeling.”

The triumph means Sin-
ner is the first player since
Andy Murray in 2016 to win
his first tournament after be-
coming world No.1.

FIGHTING IT OUT: Jannik Sinner leaves the court after winning the final

The fifth-seeded Pole, Hur-
kacz, 27, won Halle two years
ago and was chasing a second
title of the season after win-
ning on clay at Estoril in
April.

Tommy Paul warms up for
Wimbledon with Queen’s
final victory: Tommy Paul
added his name to a list of
American tennis greats in
winning the Queen’s Club
tennis title after defeating Lo-
renzo Musetti 6-1, 7-6 (10/8) in
Sunday’s final.

Victory gave the fifth-
seeded American his third
ATP tour title - and biggest

NADA suspends Bajrang
again, serves him ‘notice’

New Delhi: The National
Anti-Doping Agency (NADA)
on Sunday suspended Baj-
rang Punia for a second
time, three weeks after its
Anti-Disciplinary  Doping
(ADDP) panel had re-

voked his suspen-
sionon the grounds
that NADA had not

charge” to
wrestler. NADA had
on April 23 suspended
the Tokyo Games bronze
medallist wrestler for refusal
to give his urine sample for
dope testduring theselection
trials held in Sonepat on
March 10. The sport’s global
governing body United Wres-
tling World (UWW) had also
suspended him.

Bajrang had appealed
against the provisional sus-

charge.
tion,

served the notice to the wres-
tler. “This serves as a formal
notice that vou are being
charged with the violation of

<
issued a “notice of '} ‘ﬁr 5 ‘
the - %

Swinging into ac-
NADA on Sunday

Article 2.3 of the National
Anti-Doping Rules, 2021
and now vou are provi-
sionally suspended,”
said NADA's commu-
nication to Bajrang.
Bajrang has time
till July 11 to request fora

hearing or accept the charge.

The elite wrestler has
maintained that he never re-
fused to give sample but only
demanded to know NADAs
response to his e-mail where
he wanted to know why ex-
pired Kits were sent to take
his samples in December
2023. Bajrang’s lawyer Vid-
hushpat Singhania said they

success of his career - after

minutes on court in London.

Pegula bags title in Berlin:

tle on grass in the Wimbledon

pulled through 6-7 (0/7), 6-4

semifinal which had been sus-

last vear. acencies

Aditi climbs
to T-43 at
PGA C'ship

R.Satya@timesgroup.com

Sammamish (USA): A tri-
: flewobbly tostartwith, Adi-
: ti Ashok, who relied on her

sirong suit --
putting -- to
get out of
trouble,
found her
touch
around the

greens in the third round of
: the KPMG Women's PGA
: Championshipon Saturday.

The Indian ace came up

- with clutch putts, in theeight
hewon instraight sets after8g :
- early in the round. Despite
: missing a handful of birdie
. putts and two lip outs, the 26-
Jessica Pegula saved five
match points against Anna :
Kalinskaya to win her first ti- :
. tion with a three-day total of
warm-up WTA tournament :
in Berlin. Fourth seed Pegula :
, : still searching for her maid-
7-6 (7/3) after earlier ousting :
top seed Coco Gauff in the :
: shot lead. The 34-year-old,
pended overnight. Berlin is i
Pegula’s fifth career title and :
first since winning in Seoul :
: tal to seven-under 209.

to 12 feet range, to save pars

yvear-old stayed patient to
post a creditable even-par 72,
She climbed to tied 43rd posi-

five-over 221.
South Korea's Amy Yang,

en Major title, shot a gritty
one-under 71 toopen up a two-

winner of the season-ender
last vear and a five-time win-
ner on the LPGA, took her to-

I0A proposes medical insurance,
pension for all ex-Olympians

New Delhi: The Indian
Olympic Association(I0A)} is
get to bring in medical health
insurance and pension
scheme for all former Olym-
pians, the top sports body's
president PT Usha said here
on Sunday.

Usha has proposed the
recommendations to the
[0A's Executive Committee
which will come up for dis-
cussion soon., The 10A will
solely cover all these expens-
es from its coffers and the
idea came to Usha’s mind af-
ter she witnessed the plight
of Indianarcher Limba Ram.

“The 10A 1s taking many
athlete-centric steps and one
of these is medical insurance
and pension for all our ex-
Olympians,” Usha told PTI
while felicitating legendary
Indian athlete Gurbachan
Singh Randhwa. “We have

[0A for all ex-Olympians. We
should remember all our ex-
Olympians.”

Usha said the idea struck
herafter she met ailing Olym-
pilan Limba Ram, who suf-
fered a brain stroke and ap-
proached 10A on a wheel-
chair forfinancial assistance,
“1 was really moved when 1]
saw Limba Ram on a wheel-
chair in the I0A office strug-
gling for financial assistance,
Thatmomenttheideacameto
my mind,"” she said.

Randhawa also appreciat-
ed the 10A chief's efforts but
requested her to do more for
the well-being of wveteran
Olympians.

“Sports persons’ spouses
don’t get pension after their
death so please pitch for that,
that is necessary. | hope the
government spends 10 to 15
per cent under CGHS on for-

~ India drub SA by 6 wickets to
- sweep women’s ODI serles 3-0

Tines News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Smriti Mand-
hana continued her purple
patch and capped a fine run
with a record. The opener
playved another match-win-
ning knock (90; 83b, 11x4) to
helpIndiaregister ab-wicket
win, which ensured a 3-0 se-
ries sweep over South Africa
in the third and final ODI at
the M Chinnaswamy Stadi-
um here on Sunday,

With a fine knock, Smriti
took her three-match tally to
343, the highest individual
gcore in a three-match bilat-
eral ODI series in women's
cricket. She bettered South
African Laura Wolvaardt's
record of 335.

Opting to bat first, South
Africa were restricted to 215
for 8 in 50 overs with Deepti
Sharma and Arundhati Red-
dy scalping two wickets
each. The target was not a

Salviis Indian
women’s team’s
bowling coach

Gaurav.Gupta
@timesgroup.com

Salviisthe bowlingcoachof

the ongoing
against South Africa.

played the third and final
ODI of the series, after

and three T201s.
Salvi, who was Punjab’s
seasons, guided the north-

phy title last season. “Salvi

BCCI's National Cricket A-

cademy in Bengaluru. If the :
results are good, he could be :
with the Indian women's :
team for a longer period,” a :

source told TOL.

In the past, Salvi wasthe :

bowling coach of Oman.

The 42-year-old, who played :
4 ODIs in 2003 before inju- :
ries plagued his career, fea- :

pension and the ADDP had
revoked 1t on May 31 till NA-
DA  issues the notice of

will challenge the suspen-
Yes, we will have to file
areply” Singhania added. en

sion. "

submitted the proposal to all
EC members for all ex-Olym-
pians. It is a small help from

mer

athletes. Financial as-
sistance for old sportsper-
sons should be there.” e

T20 games for Mumbai.

tured in 62 first-class match- _
es, 52 List A matches and 19 :

Syed Asif

IH FDHM Smriti Mandhana smashes one to the fence an Sunﬁay

tall order for the in-form
home team, who reached the
targetinthe 41st over.
Earlier, South Africa’s
Laura Wolvaardt (61) and
Tazmin Brits (38) laid a solid
foundation with a 102-run
opening-wicket stand. But
the visitors lost wickets in-
cluding both the openers and

Marizanne Kapp in quick
succession to slump to 143/5.
Brief scores: South Africa215
for 8 in 50 overs (Laura Wol-
vaardt 61, Tazmin Brits 38;
Arundhati Reddy 2/36, Deepti
Sharma 2/27) lost to India 220
for 4 in 40.4 overs (Smriti Mand-
hana 90, Harmanpreet Kaur 42)
by six wickets.

Verstappen pips
Norris to top spot

Barcelona: Max Verstappen
Mumbai: Former Indiaand :
Mumbai seamer Aavishkar

won the Spanish Grand Prix,
marking his seventh victory

: putof tenracesthat havetak-
the Indian women’steamfor :
home series :
: who started the race at pole
On Sunday, the teams :
: first corner when he went
: too wide trving to block a
which they will lock horns :
in a one-off Test in Chennai

en place during the 2024-25
season. It was Lando Norris,

but lost the lead in the very

charging Verstappen giving
surprise contender George

: Russell the space to move
: from P4 to P1. Lando Norris
head coach for the past two : m
ern team to their maiden :
Syed Mushtaq Ali T20 Tro- :
. and fell behind Red Bull.
has been offered a three- :
vear contract recently at the :
- third lap and secured a mar-
ginable lead that ultimately
secured the second consecu-
tive win for the three-time
world champion. Despite the
: poor start Lando was in the
: thick of the action. He en-
- gaged in brilliant wheel to
wheel action with Russell,
andaP2finish for the British
driver also secured the tro-
- phy for ‘Driverof the Day’ for

fell to P3 just seconds later

Verstappen went on to
overtakethe Mercedes in the

the McLaren star.

Lewis Hamilton recently

ON SONG: Max Verstappen
celebrates on the podium after
winning the Spanish GP

spoke on the improvement
of performance in his car af-
ter recent upgrades, and it
wason fulldisplay ontheday
as he overtook his Mercedes
teammate to secure a P3 fin-
ish in what was the 7-time
world champion’s 198th podi-
um finish and his first since
the Mexico GP last season.
Charles Leclerc and Car-
losSainsintheir Ferrarisfin-
ished fifth and sixth. With the
win, Verstappen has scored
219 points in the drivers
championship. He has a size-
able lead on second-placed
Lando MNorris, who has 150
pointsto hisname. acencies
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Prajwal bro’s case handed to CID

Caught by surprise,
JD(S) distances
itself from case

Cops’ Lens On
Counter-Plaint
Alleging Plot
To Frame Suraj

p Continued from P1

Auraj, a surgeon-turned-
politician, was arrested
./ following a police com-
plaint by a 27-yvear-old JIXS)
worker. On Sunday night, he
was remanded in judicial
custody forld4 daysand sentto
Parappana Agrahara Cen-
iral Prison in Bengaluru.

The complainant first
approached senior police of-
ficers in Bengaluru on June
21 and later filed a formal
complaint with Holenara-
sipura police in Hassan dis-
trict, resulting in the regis-
tration of an FIR. “Based on
the complaint, we've filed
the case and due procedure
has been followed,” Karna-
taka home minister G Para-
meshwara said, while con-
firmingthe state govt'sdeci-
sion to hand over the investi-
gation to CID.

According to sources, Su-
raj was summoned to appear
before investigators at the
CEN police station in Hassan
city Saturday evening. He re-

22 TN fishermen |

held by Lanka
over poachmg

Madurai: Sri Lankan navy ap-
prehended 22 Rameswaram
fishermen on Sunday oncharg-
es of poaching in the Island na-
tion's territorial waters. They
were produced before a magist-
rate and remanded in judicial
custody till July 5.

The three trawlers belong-
ing to N Justin, J Raymond,
and R Herin set sail on Satur-
day from Rameswaram in Ta-
mil Nadu. There were seven
fishermen each on Justin and
Raymond's boats and eight
fishermen on Herin’s boat.

During the operation, the
navy impounded the trawlers.
The seized trawlers and the
fishermen were handed over to
Mailadifishery inspector. muw

Suraj Revanna being brought back to the police station from the
hospital after a medical test in Hassan on Sunday

portedly denied the allega-
tions during questioning.

Following his arrest and
medical examination, Suraj
was transferred to Bengalu-
ru Sunday, where he was
permitted to consult with
his legal team. The investi-
gation includes an examin-
ation of calls and messages
exchanged between Suraj
and thecomplainant, as well
as the latter’s visit to Suraj’s
farmhouse on June 18.

Police are also investi-
gating a counter-complaint
filed by a friend of Suraj,
accusing the JD(S) worker
of fabricating the allega-
tions to extort money
from the legislator,

Suraj has faced multiple
controversies since entering
public life. After younger
brother Prajwal’s election to
Lok Sabha in 2019, Suraj tran-

sitioned intopolitics, starting
with his role as director of
Hassan District Cooperative
Central Bank (HDCC) in 20:20.
He was later elected unop-
posed as director to Holena-
rasipur Taluk Primary Agri-
cultural Credit Societies.

In 2021, Suraj contested
the legislative council elec-
tions from Hassan segment
on a JIXS) ticket and won.
However, his candidacy was
marred by accusations of
concealing personal details,
including hismarital status.

Suraj has maintained a
relatively low profile com-
pared to his family members.
His father Revanna was elect-
ed MLA in 1994, while mother
Bhavaniserved asmember of
the Hassan zilla panchayat.
“He is yet to come out of the
shadow of his father,” a se-
nior JID{S) functionary said.

Times News NETWORK

Mysuru/Bengaluru: The
arrest of JID{S) patriarch
and former PM HD Deve
Gowda'ssecond grandson in
amatter of weels took party
functionaries by surprise
and they're trying to dis-
tance themselves from the
case involving MLC Suraj
Revanna, who faces charges
of unnatural sex, wrongful
confinement, and criminal
intimidation.

suraj’s uncle and Union
minister HD Kumaraswamy
refrained from comment-
ing, saving: “Why are you
askingme?ldon’t know any-
thingaboutthe case. Thelaw
will take its own course,”

In Mysuru, party’s core
committee chief GT Deve-
gowda said disciplinary ac-
tion against Suraj, son of
former minister HD Revan-
na, may be considered,
while asserting that JI{S)is
not responsible for his al-
leged actions.

“If one person from Kar-

nataka does something
wrong, can the entire 6.5
crore Kannadigasbeheldre-
sponsible? Nevertheless, we
have taken cognizance of
his arrest and will initiate
measures if necessary,” he
said, assuring that the party
will not shield anyvone guilty,
as demonstrated in the pre-
vious case Involving Suraj’s
brother and former MP Praj-

TROUBLE IN FAMILY

wal Revanna, who was ar-
rested over three weeks ago
for alleged sexual abuse.
JINS) ally BJP preferred
to keep quiet too. BJP's Man-
dyadistrictin-chargeminis-
ter N Cheluvarayvaswamy
dismissed claims of a politi-
cal motive behind the arrest.
Congress MLC Yathindra
Siddaramaiah confirmed
that govt had granted police
full autonomy to investigate
the case impartially “There
1s no political conspiracy
against the Revanna family
orJINS)." he assured.

“Canada permits for desi students at new low

Parth.Shastri
@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: Indicating a
sharp dropin processing of
study permits from Indian
students, the Canada govt
sanctioned only 4,210 such
permits in March this year
— lowest or one-sixth of the
average permits processed
in the same month in past
two years — an analysis of
the data of Immigration,
Refugees and Citizenship
Canada (IRCC) by a Cana-
dian edutech firm shows,
IRCC processed 28,000 and
24,600 permits from Indian
students in March 2022 and

: 2023, respectively.

: The dip in student visas

¢ sanctioned in March indi-

cates the impact of the
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siring of announcements by
the Canadian govt including
a cap on foreign students at
3.6 lakh annually, mandato-
ry provincial attestation let-
ters (PAL) required for visa,
and closer watch on dubious
educational institutes, along
with factors such as job
shortage and housing erisis
in major Canadian cities.

The new initiative has
landed another blow to the
aspirants — a survey initi-
ated by the Canadian govt
in educational institutes
indicated that govt intends
toalign the post-study work
permits to the sectors in
which the country would
require skilled human re-
sources. No official an-

nouncement on the issue,
however, is made so far.

Upinder Singh Bedi, a
Canada-based immigration
lawver, said Canada is adopt-
ing the Australia model
where only skilled profes-
sionals or workers will be
welcomed. “Some of the sec-
tors where the demand
could be high include STEM,
medicine and nursing, and
vocations such as carpentry;
plumbing, masonry and so
o11. I believe those who have
already secured admission
in Sept intake may not be im-
pacted.” he said.

Several Indian students
arealready infixandarede-
vising wavs to ensure that
their Canadian dream is
not dashed in an increas-
ingly-difficult job market,

Rahul thanks
people of
Wayanad for
. ‘unbridled Iove

Rahul expressed confidence that
Privanka will do an excellent job

Tinves News NETWORK

New Delhi: Congress MP Ra-
hul Gandhi on Sunday ad-
dressed an emotional letter to
the people of Wayanad, the con-
stituency he is giving up torep-
resent Rae Bareli in Lok Sabha,
and said when he faced abuse
on a daily basis, their uncondi-
tional love protected him.

He also expressed confi-
dence that his sister and Con-
gress general secretary Pri-
yvanka Gandhi Vadra, who is
set to contest from the constit-
uency in the ensuing hypoll,
will do an excellent job of be-
ing an MP if the people of
Wavanad decide to give her
the opportunity,

“1 was a stranger to you
and vet you believed in me.
You embraced me with unbri-
dled love and affection. It
didn’t matter which political
formation vyou supported,
it didn't matter which com-
munity vou were from or
which religion you believed in
or which language vou
spoke,” Rahul said.

“Whenlfaced abuseday af-
ter day, vour unconditional
love protected me. You were
my refuge, my home and my
family. I never felt for even a
moment that you doubted
me,” he added.

“lamsad, butl am consoled
because my sister Priyvanka
will be there to represent vou. I
am confident that she will do
an excellent job of being your
MP if vou decide to giver her
the opportunity My central
commitment to both you and
the people of Rae Bareli is that
we will fight and defeat the ha-
tred and violence being spread
in the country,” he said.

Muslims with Kunbi
certs too should get
OBC quota: Jarange

Prasad.Joshi@timesgroup.com

Chhatrapati Sambhajina-
gar: Adding afresh twist tothe
Maratha-OBC quota issue, Ma-
ratha reservation activist Ma-
noj Jarange on Sunday said
Muslims and other communi-
ty members, including Brah-
mins, who have Kunbi records
should get OBC quota benefits,
like Marathas. The statement
comesatatime thestate govt is
trying to appease Marathas by
providing those with Kunbi re-
cords OBC quota, while OBC
activists are up in arms de-
manding that OBC quota
shouldn't be disturbed.
Thisislikely toadd afresh
challenge to Mahayutigovtas
BJP has consistently opposed
quota for minorities, while its
partner Ajit Pawar-led NCP
has been backing guota for
Muslims in education. In
2015, the Devendra Fadnavis
oovihad scrapped the 5% quo-
ta granted to Muslims by the
previous Congress-NCP govt.
“Muslims, Marwaris, Lin-
oavats, Brahmins and others
with Kunbi records have the
right to the reservation. It is
up to the members of those

Jarange said govt has to offer
quota to Muslims at any cost

communities todecide if they
wanttoavail of the gquota ben-
efits or not. However, it is le-
gitimate to give them the ben-
efit of reservation,” Jarange
sald, adding that Kunbi re-
cords of lohar (blacksmith)
and kumbhar (potter) com-
munities have also surfaced.

Claiming that he isfirm on
getting OBC reservation for
“eligible” Muslims, Jarange
told reporters in Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar that the govt
has to offer quota to the minor-
ity community at any cost.

Reacting to this fresh de-
mand, OBC activist Laxman
Hake said the Muslim com-
munity does not have a social
hierarchy like the Hindu
community does.
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