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WE ONLY CREATE EXCELLENCE;
THE NEWSPAPERS TURN IT INTO HEADLINES.

At LPU, excellence is our standard - not the exception. We provide a world-class education that equips students with the
knowledge, skills, and experiences to achieve remarkable success. While the newspapers may turn those accomplishments into
headlines, it is LPU that lays the foundation.
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LET'S TALK ABOUT LPU! ADMISSIONS 2024
LPU IS NAAC A++ ACCREDITED PLACEMENTS DID YOU ASK? READ ON! RECIPIENTS OF PRESTIGIOUS PROGRAMMES AFTER 10TH, 12TH, GRADUATION
With a whopping 3.68 score on a 4-point  LPU graduate has secured a record- breaking g:;inqr';‘ﬁé ;L?I"US:EE:‘H?E:ALS IN & POST GRADUATION
SERIE Y SlITIRIG, T thmh means, We  package of 93 Crore with a global MNC, ! Engineering | Computer Science and Engineering (CSE)
i-.a\ﬁhf er;;djudg;e::i | h;g -f::ell;ft:rrmw:g creating a new milestone in the industry. * LPU has become the first ever private Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning | Data Science
i e e e Another LPU graduate has secured university to clinch First Runner-up - - -
education. It also means our students get _ and Data Engineering | Cyber Security | Devops | Management
: R Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA)
world-class infrastructure, facilities, facuity ~ package of 31 Crore. More than 100 Trophy title si trophy's i tion by Economics | Computer Applications and IT | Commerce
and curriculum to realize their full  students of the university secured packages I:Dp e SR e R R S . s P : PP
potential, ranging from 210 lakh to 764 lakh. e GosL nearly. sever| decanes 280, 1n Agriculture | Law | Architecture | Hotel Management and

1956.

LBL) has sl ian Dvsell Eiret BuRhers-up Tourism | Planning | Design | Fashion Design | Product and

RANKED AMONG PREMIER NATIONAL  According to placement records, the

AND GLOBAL UNIVERSITIES average package of the top 10 percent of Trophy at Khelo India University Games Industrial Design | Multimedia and Animation Design | Interior

formats of Times Higher Education (THE) and Mass Communication | Film and TV Production

discover and recruit the next generation of 19th Asian Games 2022, our students won

Ln}:g:;:t I::E;'nktllr:ﬁzl‘- 2&2; andpifﬁji.;?;:g thilendore s Lit) 12 medals including 4 Gold, 4 Silver and 4 Biotechnology | Food Technology | Nutrition and Dietetics
i Bronze. Microbiology | Forensic Sciences | Sciences | Physics
universities of T ERALY Among the students of 2023-24 batch, a - : tui ;
As per THE World University Rankings-2024, B e o g :;| * Inthe Tokyo Olympics 2020, 15 LPU students Chemistry | Zoology | Botany | Arts (Humanities) | History
we are first in India in Social Sciences et S LA FECETIn Y st an 2 secured medals, with Neeraj Chopra : - e
J : Psycholo Sociol Mathematics and Statistics
second in both Physical Sciences &  package of Y5208 lakh at Microsoft. Apart  being the only Gold Medalist of India. ychology || seciology’ || Mathema _ _
Business and Economics, third in from this, a student of Mechanical Pharmaceutical Sciences | Ayurvedic Pharmaceutical Sciences
g =] Ini Engineering of 2022-23 batch secured the Applied Medical Sciences | Physiotherapy | Medical Laboratory
Health, in the respective bands for the : LPU has signed more than 441 international : : oo
, highest CTC of ¥54.9 Lakh, Technolo Paramedical Sciences | Embryol Political
subjects concernad. 3 MolUs, fostering over 400 outward student : v | : i . I yology | :
working in prestigious positions with over  gur partners in the USA, UK, Canada and Physical Education | Education | Library Science | Fine Arts
SCAN QR CODE 1 Crore packages at renowned companies  Australia. Additionally, our students have an Punjabi | English and Foreign Languages
lguﬂuiLLc;ﬁE MORE like Microsoft, Apple, Google, Amazon and  gption to start their program at LPU and
many more. lete abroad.
X PRFTRITS S APPLICATIONS CLOSING SOON
MEET OUR NSELLOR Apgly for /
EET OUR COUNSELLORS arstps APPLY NOW
BATHINDA (24 - 30 June) | LUDHIANA (24 - 30 June) AMRITSAR (24 - 30 June) EEN ol }tff”f.c;rrj i Ay
Hotel Bahia Fort, Hotel Friends Regency Opp. Mini Hotel DNR PRIDE, Opp. Mall & Schol hf* .
The Mall Secretariat, Ferozepur Road of Amritsar, Sant Nagar How ta Apply: Applicants can appl : cholarships o
: v onling at www.lpu.in
Ph: 7888398624 Ph: 7888398634 Ph: 7888398623 _ S . upto 6.1 Lakh on the
For la&it da'lte and other details, refer university website basis of merit
www.lpu.in

LOVELY PROFESSIONAL UNIVERSITY (LPU) admissions@Ipu.co.in S

Jalandhar-Delhi G.T. Road, Phagwara, Punjab www.lpu.in 01824-405528 Think



NATURE'S WRATH Apnrhﬂn ofa hlgl'rnl-'aw-ashedaway by raging
Moesa river in rairraffected Lostallo, Switzedand, onSunday. a»

Sino-French satellite launched into orbit

BEING Asatellite developed by China and France, the most pow-
erful yet for studying the farthest explosion of stars, was
launched into orbit, Chinese state broadeaster CCTV reported.
The satellite to study phenomena, including gammarray bursts,
waslifted on Saturday by a Chinese carrier rocket launched from
the Xichang Satellite Launch Center in Sichuan, CCTV said. seuEss

‘Onigini’, not world-famous sushi, Japan's soul food
ToKyo: The ward "onigin” became part of the Oxford English
Dictionary thisyear, proofthatthe humble sticky-rice balland
malnstay of lapanese food has entered the global lexican.
The rice balls are stuffed with a variety of fillings and typically
wrapped in seaweed. Onigiri is “fast food, slow food and soul
food,” says Yusuke Nakamura, who heads the Onigiri Society,

atrade group in Tokyo. smss

Ex-Bangladesh
PM KhaledaZia
on‘deathbed’

DHAKA, JUNE 23
Accusing PM Sheikh Hasina
of a “personal political
vendetta” against her politi-
cal nval Khaleda Zia, a leader
from her party BNP today
claimed she is on her
“deathbed” as she has been
deprived of advance medical
treatment abmad.

A report in The Daily Star
samd Z1a, T8, was rushed to a
hospital here around 3:30 am
on Saturday as she fell ill
Hasina's action is a result of
“personal political vendetta,”
ENP leader Mirza Fakhrul
Islam Alamgir alleged. — PT1

Mahant Raju Das, chief priest

Ayodhyachiefpriest
losessecurity after
spatwithDM, SSP
over lossinLSpoll

AVDDHYA (UP), JUNE23
Police personnel deploved for
the secunty of Hanuman garhi
temple's chief priest Raju Das
were recently removed after
an arpument between him
and distnet officials during a
meeting here called by two
Uttar Pradesh ministers.
Avodhva District Mapis-
trate Nitish Kumar however,
gaid the security was
removed following com-
plaints that he was misusing
it to threaten people, particu-
larly traders. The meeting

Admn claims he was
threatening traders

was called by ministers Jai
Veer Singh and Surva Pratap
Shahi to review the BJP's
performance in the Fazabad
Lok Sabha seat, which it lost
inthe polls, and Das and Ayo-
dhyva Mayor Girish Pati Tr-
pathi were also present there.

District officials, inchuding
the mapistrate and SSP Haj
Karan Nayvar, were called lat-
er to the meeting to “give
i puts ondevelopment work”,
a BJP source said. Party
sources said the arpument
broke between Das and the
officals after he blamed them
for the loss of the BJP in the
Fapabad Lok Sabha seat —
made upoffive Assembly seps-
ments with Ayvodhyva being
one. Three armed police per-
sonnel were part of Das’ cover,
officials said. — PTI

WORLD/NATION

CAIRO, JUNE 23
Fight Palestimans weme
killed on Sunday in an Ismel
air stnke on a training college
near (Gaza City being used to
distribute md. Palestiman
witnesses sakd, as  Israeli
tank s pushed further into the
southern city of Rafah.

The strike hit part of an
mdustrial college run by the
UN Palestinian refugee
agency UNRWA now provid-
g aid to displaced famihes,
the witnesses said. UNREWA
and the Israeli military did
not immediately respond to
requests for comment.

“Some people were coming
to recerve coupons and others
had been displaced from
their houses and they were
sheltenng here. Some were
filling up water, others were
receving coupons, and sud-
denly we heard something
falling. We ran away, those
who were carrving water let it
gpill,”  said Mohammed
Tafesh, one of the witnesses,

A Reuters photographer
saw a low-rise buillding com-
pletely demalished and bod-
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Fa Iestlnla ns search for survivors outside the headquarters of United Nations Rel |efand Works

Agency following an Israeli strike in Gaza City on Sunday. REUTERS

s wrapped in blankets laid
out beside the road, waiting
to be taken away.

“We pulled out martyrs
[from beneath the rubble],
one who used to sell cold
drinks and another who used
to sell pastries and others
who distributed or received
coupons,” Tafesh  said.
“There are about four or five
martyrs and 10 injured.

Frances far-right National Rally
leadingin Parl elections: Survey

PARIS, [UNE23
France's far right Natwonal
Rally (RN) party and its
allies are seen leading the
first round of the country's
pariamentary elections
with 35.56% of the wvote,
according toa poll published
on Sunday.

The Ipsos survey - con-
ducted for Le Pansen news-
paper and Radio France on
June 19-20- showed the left-
wing New Popular Front
alliance in second place
with 20.5% of the vote.

President Emmanuel

People demonstrate against the French far-right National Rally
party ahead of the parliamentary poll in Paris on Sunday. REUTERS

Macron's centrist alliance
was seen in third place, win-
ning 19.5% of votes.

The BN is unhkely to win

an absolute majority in the
election that wall take place in
two munds, on June 30 and
July 7. —Reuters

Thank God, the condition of
the injured is good.”

More than eight months
mto Israel's war in the
Hamas-administered Pales-
tinian enclave, its ad vance is
focused on the two areas its
forees have wvet to seize:
Rafah on Gaza's southern tip
and the area surmunding
Deir al-Balah in the centre.

Residents said Israel tanks

had advanced to the edge of
the Mawasi displaced per-
sons camp in the northwe st
of Rafah in fierce fighting
with Hamas-led fighters, part
of a push into western and
northern Rafah in which they
had blown up dozens of hous-
es In recent days.

Images of two Israel tanks
stationed on a hilltop over-
looking the coastal area went

Che CTribune
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Israeli strike on Gaza aid centre kills 8

viral on social media, but
Reuters could not independ-
ently verify them.

“The fighting with the resist-
ance has been intense. The
occupation forces are over-
looking the Mawasi area now,
which forced famibes there to
head for Khan Younis,” saud
one resident, who asked not to
be named, on achat app.

The Israeli military sad it
was continuing “intelli pe nee-
based, targeted operations”
in the Rafah area and had
located weapons stores and
tunnel shafts, and lalled
Palestinian punmen,

The armed wings of Hamas
and the Islamic Jihad move-
ment said their fighters had
attacked Israeli forces in
Rafah with anti-tank mckets
and mortar bombs and pre-
planted explosive devices
Another stnke killed two peo-
ple in Nusemrat in central Gaza,

On Saturday, Palestinian
health officials said at least
40 Palestintans had been
killed in separate Israeli
strikes 1n some northern
Gaza districts, — Reuters

Hindujas tostay
out of Swiss jalil,
says family

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JUNE 23
The four Swiss-national
members of the Hinduja
Eamily, Kamal and Prakash
Hinduja, Nammta and Ajay
Hinduja, have not been sub-
jected to any imprisonment,
conviction, sentence ordeten-
tion, a spokesperson for the
family said in a statement.

“t may be noted that the
case has no complainants left
anymore and they had
declared in the court that they
were led mto sipning  state-
meénts that thev didn't even
understand. Thev had nes
ther intended to nor intiated
such proceedings. All of them
further testified that the four
Hinduja family members
treated them with respect,
dignity and like family," stat-
ed the statement.

As per Swiss law procedures,
zaid the statement, the lower
oourt's judgement 1s effective
andoperative only aftera final
Judgment by the highest adju-
dicating authority.

Three killed in Ukrainian attack on
Crimea with US-supplied missiles

Post N Korea pact, Russia raises
stakes with West over Ukraine

MOSCOW, JUNE 23
Russian of ficials saxd on Sun-
day that Ukraine had
attacked the Russian-
annexed Crimean peninsula
with five US-supplied mis-
gsiles, killing at least three
pecple including two chil-
dren and mjuring 100 more.
The Russian Defence Min-
istry said four of the US-
delivered Army Tactical Mis-
gi e System missiles,
equipped with duster war-
heads, were shot down by air
defence systems and the

Flight salety at risk, AAI to curb
use of laser lights near airports

VijAY MOHAN

CHANDIGARH, JUNE 23

Taking a serious view of the
increasing instances of com-
maonly available lasers being
aimed at aircraft in the vicin-
ity of airports, the Airmports
Authonty of India (AAT) has
stepped up efforts to mitigate
the menace as it directly
mmpacts flight safety

Laser beam or bright hight
interference can cause dis-
comfort. disonentation and
distraction for pilots, which
can lead to harardous situa-
tion during critical flight
phases like take-off,
approach, landing and emer-
FENCY MAanoe uvres,

In a communique issued
recently to airport operators
and air traffic services (ATS)
providers acmss the country,
the AAT has asked them to
immediately report unautho-
rised laser illumination ina-
dents through the established
procedure in the Airport Infor-
mation Management System.

The information is also to

'HAZARDOUS EFFECTS

&6 AAl and other government studies show the
exposure of aircrewto laser illumination may cause
hazardous effects that could compromise safety by
adversely interfering with the ahility of the aircrew to
carry out their responsibilities. Ml circular

be mmediately forwarded to
the local administration and
municipal authorities fortak-
ing appropriate action at
their level in accordance with
rules and repulations, as
these povernment entities
are entrusted to safepuard
the safety and security of avi-
ation operations affected by
the acts of people and organ-
1stions within the vicnity of
airports, “There has been a

sipnificant increase of unau-
thorised laser thumination of
aircraft aswell as the prolifer-
ation and increased sophisti-
cation of laser devices avail-
able to the public and other
parties.” the circular states,
“AAT and other povernment
studies show the exposure of
aircrew to laser llumination
may cause hazardous effects
that could compromise safety
by adversely mterdfenng with

the ability of the aircrew to
carry out their responsibili-
ties,” the arcular adds.

Different types of laser
light s are commonly used by
the public. Some are
emploved by ocommeraal
organisations for advertising,
illumination, ete. or by people
for celebratory activities or
simply for fun. Pointing the
laser at anamreraft can also be
inadvertent or unmtentional.

Lasers can distract or star-
tle aircrew. An unexpected
laser or bright light could dis-
tract the pilot during night
time operations, Further, as
the ight bnghtness increas-
es, it starts to nterfere with
vision and the glare may
make it difficult to see out of
the windshield. Night vision
gtarts to deteriorate and may
be temporarily  disrupted.
with afterimages like a
bright camera flash leaving
temporary spots.

Air Traffic Control regards a
laser llumination incident as
an in-fight emergency until
the aircrew reports otherwise,

ammunition of a fifth had
detonated in nid-air

Russian-installed authon-
ties said missile frapments
fell near a beach on the north
side of the eity of Sevastopol
where locals were holidaying.

About a hundred people
were injured, said Mikhail
Rarmvozhavev, the governor
of Sevastopol. Television
footage on Russian state tele-
vision showed people run-
ning from a beach and some
people being carried off on
sun loungers, — Reuters

SEOUIL, JUNE 23
Behind the smiles, the bal-
loons and the red-campet
pageantry of President
Vladimir Putin's wisit to
North Eorea last week, a
strong signal came through:
Inthespirmalling confrontation
with the US and its allies over
Ukraine, the Russian leader is
willing to challenge Western
mterests ke never before,

Putin's moves added tocon-
cemsin Washingtonand Seoul
about what they see as an
alhance in which North Korea
provides Moscow with badby
needed munitions forits warin
Ukraine in exchange for eoo-
nomic assistance and technol-
ogy  transfers that would
enhance the threat posed by
Kim's nudear weapons and
rissile programme, — AP

Under-construction bridge
falls in B]har ﬂ]ll'd in week

MOTIHARI, JUNE23
An under-construction small
bridpge collapsed in East
Champaran distncet on Sun-
day in third such incident in
Bihar in less than a week, offi-
cals said. No casualty was
reported in the incident that
happened m Ghorasahan
block in Motihar:, they said.

The 16-metre-long bridge
was bein g built overa canal by
the state's Ruml Works
Department (RWD) to con-
nect Amwa village to other
areas of the block. Itwas being
built at a cost of Rs 1.5 crore,
they added.

“The exact cause of the inc-
dent 15 not vet known. It is a
serious matter and a depart-
mental nquiry has been
ordered. Strict action will be
taken apainst those found
puilty,” Additional Chief Sec-
retary of RWD Dipak Kumar
Singh told PTL

*Senior officers of the dis-
tnet  administration  have
reached the spot. A detailed
report 15 avwaited,” he said.

District Magistrate Saurabh
Jorwal said the exmcet cause of

Mayareinstates immature nephew as successor

LUCKNIW, [UNEZ23
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
president Mayawati on Sun-
day dedared nephew Akash
Anand her successor and
made him the party's nation-
al coordinator, reversing her
own previou s dedsion.

In the middle of the Lok
Sabha elections on May 7, she
had termed Akash Anand
immature and relieved him
of the party post. After a
national-level meeting at the
BSP state office here, the par-
tyv, in a statement, said 1t was
handing Akash his former
respons bilities back.

"BSP's national president
Mavawati has once again giv-
en Akash Anand a chance to

BSP chief Mayawati with her brother Anand Kumarand nephew
Akash Anand {left) at the party office in Lucknow on Sunday. F1i

work in the party with full
maturity. He will continue to
hold all his posts in the party
as before. That is, he will

remain Mayawati's only suc-
cessor along with being the
party’s national coordinator”
the statement read.

Mayvawati, a former Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister, said
she was hopeful her nephew
will emerge as a “mature’
leader "I am hopeful about
him {Akash Anand)that now
he will definitely emerge as a
fully mature leader at every
level in the interest of his par-
tv and movement. The peo-
ple of the party will also now
encourage him by giving him
more respect and honour
than before. 5o that now he
can live up to all my expecta-
tions in the future” she said
in a statement.

The BSP chief had
announced Akash as her
successor’ in December last
vear She revoked her deci-

gsion after the third phase of
Lok Sabha elections. Akash
was booked 1n a case of viola-
tion of the model code of con-
duct for allegedly using
‘objecticnable” language in
an election rally in Sitapur.
The BSP which contested
the Lok Sabha elections on its
own, did not win a single seat
of the 80 n UP this time,
while emerging Dalit leader
and Azad Samaj Party (Kan-
shi Ram) chief Chan-
drashekhar Azad won the
Nagina (reserved) seat in
Biinor district. The BSP had
contested the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections in alliance with the
samaiwadi Party and won 10
seats inthe state, — PT1

A portion of the bridge after it collapsed in Bihar's Motihari. #11

the incident was being ascer-
tained. “There are reports that
a section of locals indtially
objected to the construction of
certain pillars of the bndge.
Police are also ook ing into the
matter,” he said.

On Saturday, a small bndge
collapsed in Siwan distoct. 1t
was built over a canal, ocon-
necting  the willages of
Daraunda and Mahamjganj
blocks. Prior to that, on Tues-

day, a newly constructed
bndpge, about 180 metres long,
had collapsed in Armria dis-
trict. The state has been wit-
ness  to several mishaps
involving bridges, large and
small, constructed over rivers
and other water bodies.

Though such incidents have
not resulted in casualties,
these have led to questions
being raised on the quality of
public works, — PTI

18 Indians arrested for
fishing in Lanka waters

COLOMBO, JUNE 23
As many as 18 Indian fisher-
menwere arrested for alleped
illepgal fishing in the island
nation's waters by the Sri
Lankan Navy and three fish-
ng vessels were sezed, a
media report said on Sundawy.

The fishe nmen were arrest-
ed from the North Sea near
Delft Islands during a search
operation conducted Satur-
day night. news portal The
News First reported.

Navy spokesperson Capt
Gayan Wickramasuriya said
the arrested fishemnmen would
be taken to Kankesantura
fishing harbour for further

legal proceedings.

Last week, four Indian fish-
ermen were arrested and
their trawler setized by the Sri
Lankan Navy for allegedly
poaching i the 1slapd
nation's waters.

Before the latest incident,
maore than 180 Indian fisher-
men had been amested and
25 of their trawlers sezed 1n
2024 for alleged illegal fishing
in the Sri Lankan waters.

Muost of these incidents hap-
pen in the Palk Strait, a nar-
row stop of water separating
Tamil Nadu from SriLanka's
northern tip, a rich fishing
pround. — PTI
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CBI files FIR, sends teams to Bihar,
Gujarat to probe NEET irregulanties
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¥ OF TERRORISM IS NEAR,
ﬂ. ‘S&YS L-G SINHA Jak

Education Ministry com plamt mentions ‘certain isolated incidents’ infew states

- Paper leak trail leads
COpS to]’khand school

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, [UNE 23
A day after the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBD) was asked to investi-
pate alleged irregularities in
the NEETUG exam, the
probe agency on Sunday reg-
1stered a criminal case based
on a written complaint from
the Ministry of Education.
The development came
amid countrywide protests
and litigation by students for
a probe into paper leak
claims. Special  teams,
formed by the CBI toinvesti-
gate the matter on top prion-
ty, are on the way to Patna
and Godhra where the local
police have already been
investigating cases related to
the alleged NEET paper leak.
The Bihar police, who have
been investigating the matter
for ovver a month, claimed evi-
dence collected by them sug-
gested a paper leak. The CBI
registered the case against
unidentified persons under
[PC Sections 120-B (criminal
conspiracy) and 420 (cheating)

NEET-UG paper leak case accused in pnlmec:mtudy in F'atna P11
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48% CANDIDATES
GIVE RETEST A MISS

B A least 750 @ 8%)of 1,563
candidateswhowere earlier
awarded grace marksdidn't
appear for a retest on Sunday

B Conducted atseven centres
following anSCormder; grace
rmarks were withdrawn after
amajor rowwas triggered

UGC-NET CASE: CBIMEN
ATTACKED IN BIHAR

B Amember CBI teamn probing
UGCMNET pa perleakattacked
by villagers in Newada,
Bihar, on Saturday evening

B 4 persons held; teamwas
looking for suspectsin the
village based on locationof
their mobile phone numbers

among others. It plans to take

over the investigation from

the police in the two states.
Officals said the mmistry

2 CRPFmenkilledas
Naxals blowup truck

SUKMA, JUNE 23
Two personnel of the Central
Reserve Police Foree's jungle
warfare unit CoBRA wene
killed after Naxalites blewup
a tnuck with an improvised
explosive device (IED) in
Chhattisgarh's Sukma dis-
trict today, the police said.

The Naxal blast took place
arourd 3 pm near Timmapu-
ram village between Silger
and Tekalpudem camps of
security forces, over 400 km
from the state capital Raipur,
a senior police official said.

An advance party of the 201st
unit of Commando Battalion
for Resolute Action (CoBRA)
had launched patrolling from
Silper camp under Jagargun-
da police station limits as part
of its road opening party’
duty towarnds Tekalpudem, he
said. The security personnel
were on motoreyoes while
ther higgage and rations were
being ferned in the ill-fated
truck, he said.

“Naxalites triggered an IED

blast targeting the truck that
claimed the lives of constable
Shallendra (29) of UP and
driver Vishnu R (35) of Ker-
ala,” he sad. After being
alerted about the blast, more
forceswere rushed to the spot
and the bodies were evacuat-
ed from the forest, he said
Chhattisgarh CM  Vishnu
Den Sal said ina message on X
that the martyrdom of jawans
would not po In van
“Received the sad news of the
demise of 2 CoBRA solders in

an IED blast trrigrrered by N |

alites in Sukma distnet. I pray
to God torest the departed saul
in peace and to give strength to
their farmilies” he said
“Naxals are frustrmated with
the ongoing anb-Naxalite
operation in Bastar region and
have been committing such
cowamdly acts out of frustra
tion. The martyrdom of the
soldiers will not goin vain, We
will not sit quiet until Naal-

1sm 15 ehminated.” the Chief

Minister asserted. — PTI

'HP HEALTH SCHEME MAY BE TWEAKED

IThE Hlma{:hal Gr:n.vemr'rm

to HIMCARE, which pro-
vides free health servic- |
es 1o people

BThe Health Depthad, ﬁ:ﬂ-
lowing anaudit, detected
loopholes, including over-
billing, in the scheme

| mitwas found that govt
hasproposedamendments |

~ employees whoclaimed
medical reimburserment
were also availing
scheme benefits in viola-
tian of rules

| Wi was naticed that free diag-

nosis allowed under the
seheme also led to its misuse

alleged in its complaint, now
part of the FIR, that “certain

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

EDIT: EXAM MESS

M:SH E.EvT HAKUR
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23
The Economic Offences Unit
(EOU) of the Bihar Police,
which has been investigating
the NEET-UG paper leak
case inthe state, has revealed
that the epicentre of the rack-
et might be a school inJhark-
hand's Hazaribagh. It said a
polybag and trunk in which
question papers were sent to
Oasis School in Hazaribagh
were found tampered with.
The matter came to light
following the arrest of six
arcused from Deoghar in
Jharkhand on Satumday. One
of them, Baldev Kumar, alias
Chintu, had received a PDF
of sohlved questions on his
phone on May 5, hours before
the commencement of the
exam. The pohce said Chintu
was associated with the pang
of Sanjeev Kumar ahas

‘Pushpak’ aces final test

Sealed polybag, runk
found tampered with;
school staff quizzed

Lutan Mukhiva, the alleged
prime suspect in the case.

“Mukhiya accommodated
neady 25 candidates at Leam
Boys Hostel and Play School
in Patna on May 4, a day
before the NEET-UG exam.
The school's printer was
used to print the solved ques-
tion paper.” an official of the
EOT said.

“After panting the paper,
the candidates were takento a
location 2 km away from the
school in taxis where they
were made to memorise the
answers, The candidates were
unable to go through the
entire paper due toa shortage
of time.” the official sad. The

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

18th Lok Sabhas 1st

session begins today,
Iike}y to be stormy

Pmm T,wn{m

NEW DELHI, JUNE 23
Arrimonious exchanges sur-
faced on the eve of the first
session of 18th Lok Sabha
commencmg here from Mon-
day with the Congress refus-
ing to let poofits claim on the
Pm tem Speaker's post and
the ruling BJP hitting back
with the “disruptive opposi-
tion” jibe.

The session will start with
the newly elected MPs being
administered the oath of
office on Monday and Tues-
day by Bhartruhari Mahtab,
the Pro tem Speaker.

Just two days after Union
Parhamentary Affairs Minis-
ter Kiren Rpiju attacked the
Congress for plaving politics
on the 1ssue, Conpress gener-
al secretary Jairmmm Ramesh
again questioned the govem-
ment on why Mahtab, a sev-
errterm MP was appointed
while K Suresh, an eight-time
Congress MP was 1pnored.

“K Suresh, whois in his 8th
term. should have been the
Pm tem Speaker But
Mahtab of the BJP has been
appointed on fimsy grounds

ISRO's reusable launch vehicle 'Pushpak’ makes the third and final successful landing at Aeronautical Test Range in Chitradurga. BACK PAGE

Thousands of Indian workers left on roads
as Kuwait evacuates dilapidated buildings

a 11 M.E.I'.‘l [-L'L b&mm
GUHRUGRAM, JUNE23

Amid Kuwait media reports
of a massive crackdown on
dilapidated and overerowded
buildings, thousands of Indi-
an workers have been ren-
dered homeless n the West
Asian nation.

The crackdown comes in
the wake of the Mangaf
building fire on Jume 12
which daimed the hves of 49
Indian workers. The Kuwaiti
authorities are now getting
all unsafe builldings evacuat-
ed and penalising the owners

PUNJAB, HARYANA MEN FEAR DEPORTATION

B MNearhy 12 000 workers from
Rajasthan, Kerala and
Andhrma have approached
state povernmentsfor help

B However, over 50,000 work-
ersfrom Punjab and Haryana
in Kuwait's Mangafaren't
reaching outtoauthorities
ot of fear of deportation

B and around 100 others

from Punjab came herewith
greatdifficulty and can'trisk

The buiilding where 49 died.

getting caught,” said a worker
from Bathindawhodoesn't
havevalid travel documents

of overcrowded properties.
With thousands of Indians
residing 1n these buildings,

the Indian Embassy in
Kuwait with the assistance of
loeal authorities has started

setting up shelters for these
workers, many ofwhom have
also approached their respec-
tive state govemments n
India for help.

Speaking to The Tribune, a
semior MEA official said,
“The Kuwaiti authorities are
reinforang laws to make
accommodations safe, We are
closely working with them
and setting up shelters for
the affected Indians. During
this course, we have come
across many cases of woreers
who didn't have the docu-
mentation required to stay in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

FUSS OVER MAHTAB AS
PRO TEM SPEAKER

B Cong's Jairam Ramesh tar-
gets NDA govt over picking
Mahtahb as Pro tem Speaker,
calls move anti-Dalit

B Nmala Stharaman counters
attack, cites TN hooch tragedy
where mostvictimes were Calits

that he has greater claim
because this 15 his Tth con-
secutive term. Gaing by this
argument, why was Ramesh
Chandappa Jigajmagi, a BIP
MPwhois alsoinhis Tth con-
secutve term, not consid-
ered? Is 1t because he 15 a
Dalit like Suresh?” asked
Ramesh, seeking to attack
the move as anti-Dalit.

The BJP was quick to field
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman to counter the
anti-Dalit narrative. She took
on the Congress, saving most
of the victims in the Tamil
Nadu hooch tragedy weme
Dalits and asking why Con-
gress leaders were silent on
the tragedy in the state ruled
by their ally, the DME. With
the session's start set for

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Kejriwal moves
SC, challenges
HCstayonbail

NEWDELHI, [UNE 23
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejgrowal an Sunday
appmached the Supremse
Court agamst the Delhi High
Court’s stay on the tnal court's
order granting him bail in the
excise pobey case. AAP
lawvers said they would seek
urgent lising of the matter
Last week, trial court Vaca-
tion Judpe Nivay Bindu
granted bail to the Dellu CM
in the case observing that no
money trail had been made
out against haim and he had
no involvernent in the activi-
ties related to the “proceeds
of crime”. The court opined
he was not puilty. It refuted
the EDVs request to postpone
the process of filmg a bail
bond for 48 hours. The next
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Che Tribune INTERVIEW
Mann shifted 10,000
copsasthey voted for
Cong, says Warring

JUPINDERJIT SINGH &
RAJTMEET SINGH
CHANDIGARH, JUNE 23

Pumjab Congress president
Amrinder Singh Raja War-
nng, the MP-elect from Lud-
hiana, has alle ped that Chaef
Minister Bhapgwant Mann
recently transfermred 10,000
police personnel acmss the
state because they voted for
the Conpress.

Speaking on The Trnbune’s
Decode Punjab’ show, War-
nng said the CM took action
against the cops to vent his
frustmtion over the party's
poor performance in the Lok
sabha electons, inwhich AAP
won only three out of 13 seats.

“Bemng the CM and the
Home Minister of the state,
he should not say ‘my police
are involved 1in drags’. What
are vou doing for two and a
half yvears if yvou could not
find out those involved in the
drug trade?"” he said.

Speaking about the fis-
sures in his own party, in the
context of the enticism he
has been facing from senior
leaders, Warring, once
known for his apgression,
said there was no place for
anger 1n the political life. 1

-
Amrinder Warring, PPCC chief

‘PARTY TO DECIDE MY

WIFE'S CANDIDATURE'
“Suney reponts say that my
wifewould have been a better
candidate than rme from
Bathinda. | do notpromote my
wife as part of dynasty politics.
But being rmywife should notbe
adisadvantagefor ber. Ifshe is
capable, she has the dght to be
in politics. But it is for the party
todecide on the candidature.”

will visit every leader, despite
the recent criticism from cer-
tain quarters against me, to
talk to them,” he said.
Warnng, who defeated BJFP s
Rameet Singh Bittu in the LS
elections, insisted that he was
not in the race o become the
state's CM “as there are 6-T
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Duped by agents, 2 Punjab youths in Indonesian jail for a year

FK JMsm.R
AMRITSAR, JUNE 23

The family members of
Gurmej singh (22) of Gag-
gomahal willage and his
cousin Ajaypal Singh (22) of
Modhe wvillage located near
the International Border are
a dejected lot today.

The two cousins have been
languishing in an Indone-
gian jail for around a year
now after being duped by
immigration fraudsters.

They have been falsely
impheated in a murder case
and the government has not
been able to ensure their safe
return sofar, they alleged.
Gurme] Singh's father
Sahib Singh said the yvouths
had been convicted in a mur-
der case in Indonesia and
sentenced to imprisonment
for seven-and-a-half vears.
“Cabinet minister Kuldeep
Dhalwal and MP Gunjit Aujla
had assured us that evervthing
would be done to ensure their

Falsely implicated in murder case, says father of one youth

safe retumn, but to no avail so
far” said Sahib Singh. He said
he mortgaped hisland and oth-
er property to send his son to
the US. Ajavpal's father
Sukhchain Singh also mort-
gaged his agncultural land for
sending Ajaypal abroad.

The police have failed to
make any breakthrough in
the case even after over a
vear of registering FIHs.

Gurme] and Ajaypal report-
edly came in contact with Cha-
ranjit Singh Sodhi of Delhi
through Facebook. The agent
convinced them that he could
arrange their safe joumey to
the US for Rs350 lakh each.

A payment of 32500
{around Rs 2 lakh) each was
made to the apent and the
two cousinsg left for Delhi
from Amritsar on May § last
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year. Fbur days later, they
boamded a flight to Indonesia.
Onreaching there, theyv were
taken to a mom by Charanjit
singh  Sodhi’  accomplice
Sunny Kumar, who hails
from Hoshiarpur, and his
men. They took their docu-
ments, inchiding passports,
into their possession. The
vouths were tortured and
forced to make misleadng

calls to their famihes that
they were safe and would
soon start their journey to
the Us, Sahib Singh said.
They demanded that the
remaming amount of the
deal be transferred to them
immediately:

On May 13, however, a dis-
pute arose between the
agents over money. Taking
advantage of the situation,
the cousins managed to flee
from there. They mached the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Gurmej and Ajaypal in the custody of the Indonesian police.
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P’kulapower
consumers’
issuestobe
heard today

CHANDIGARH, JUNE 23

Complaints of power con-
sumers in the districts of

Eurukshetra, Ambala,
Panchkula, Kaithal and
Yamunanagar under

Panchkula zone related to
financal disputes involving
amounts between Rs 1 lakh
and Rs 3 lakh will be heard on
June 24 at the zonal con-
sumer gnevance redressal
forum in Panchkula at the

UHBVN headquarters,
Vidvut Sadan, Industnal
Plot-3 and 4, Sectorl4,

Panchkula, from 11:30 am to
1330 pm, said an offical
spokesman of the TUttar
Harvana Bgli Vitran Nigam
Limited (UHBVNL).

Issues such as incorrect
bills, electricity rates, meter
security, faulty meters and
voltage problems wall be
addressed. However, matters
related to electriaty theft,
rmisuse of electricity and fatal
or non-fatal accidents would
not be considered, the
spokesperson added. The
spokesperson  stated con-
sumers must certify that their
case 15 not perding in any
court, authonty or forum as
cases already under consider-
ation would not be reviewed
during this session, — TNS

HARYANA

Real battle yet to be won, start preparing
for state poll, Ho oda te]l_s party workers

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

AMBALA, JUNE 23
Former Chief Minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda
today called upon party
workers to start preparing
for the Assembly election
and make sure that the party
wins all four Assembly sepg-
ments in Ambala.

While addressing the party
workers in Ambala City on
sunday, Bhupinder Singh
Hooda said, ¥ eongratulate
all for the victory in the Lok
Sabha election and taking
the right deasions. We have
won the first battle, but the
real battle is yvet to be won.
There will be Assembly elec
tion in three months. So, start
preparing for the Assembly
poll. The result of the Lok
Sabha election has made it
clear that the Congress gov-
ernment 18 going to be
formed in Harvana, but the
workers should not sit at
home assuming that victory
15 certain,”

“The party 15 in a strong
position and you have to go
door to door to make people
aware of the failures of the
BJP government and also
tell the achievements of the
Congress government. The
government had promised
to double the income of
farmers, but while the input
cost 15 increasing continu-
ously, income has not

SEEKING BLESSINGS

BJP MP Maveen lindal and hiswife Shallu Jindal during their
visit to the Golden Temple in Amritsar onSunday. Fmi

Former Chief Minister Bhuplnder Smgh Hooda during & meeting with partg.-' workersin Ambala City on Sunday. TRIBUNE FHOTO

increased, The Opposition is
strong and we will force the
Fovernment to implement
the Swaminathan report. In
10 wears, BJP has given
nothing to the people except
fear, corruption, crime,
drugs, unemployvment and
inflation. This government
has even stopped the proj
ects taken up during the
Congress tenure,” he added.

Hooda announced that free
treatment up to Rs 25 lakh
would be provid ed to the peo-
ple of the state, elderly pen-
sion of Bs 6 000, old pension

scheme for emplovees, pas
cvlinder for Rs 500 and 300
units of free electneity. The
former CM also announced to
get an Industrial Model
Townshipin Ambala.
Harvana Pradesh Con-
gress Committee chief Udai
Bhan said, *The time has
come to take revenge for
the atrocities committed by
the BJP and teach a lesson
to the BJP for its wrong
policies. The CM has now
started d-EL‘E'pUﬂH that there
are errors in  Parivar
Pehchan Patra and property

IDs. The pgovernment
should be ashamed of it,
tender apology and register
FIR against the agency
hired for the project.
Ambala MP Varun
Chaudhry, Himmat Singh,
Nirmal Smgh. Jashir Malour,
Rajesh Mehta and several
other Congress leaders were
present on this occasion.
While interacting with
mediapersons, Hooda said,
“The BJP got halved in Lok
sabha and it will be wiped out
in the Assembly election n

win the Assembly election
with majority.”

About Kiran Choudhry
joining the BJP Hooda said,
“Congress 15 in a strong posk
tion and the quitting of the
party by one person wouldn't
make any difference.”

About Sirsa MP Kumanr
Selja’'s claims of wrong
ticket allocation, the former
CM said., *The decision
regarding ticket is taken by
the party high command
and every senior leader
should accept the decision
of the high command.”

Che Cribune
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INLD leader Abhay Chautala in Hisar on Sunday. PHOTE: ASHOK KUNDU

Ex-CM supported
BJP during LS poll,
alleges Abhay

HISAR, JUNE 23
INLD leader and Ellenabad
MLA Abhay Singh Chautala
attacked ex-Chief Minister
Bhupinder Singh Honda,
alleging that the former had
fielded weak candidates in
the Lok Sabha poll to benefit
the BJEP

Addressing a press confer-
ence here today, Chautala
alleged that Hooda was still
hand in glove with the BJP
“Though the Rajva Sabha
elections are due in Harvana,
Hooda seems to be running
away from the elections and
15 not inclined to field a joint
candidate of the Opposition,”
he said. “Ttis a betrayal of the
faith of people whowanted to
defeat Narendra Modi in the
Lok Sabha poll. But, still the
BJP won five seats, which isa
pointer of Hooda's proscrmity
with the saffron party in the
state” he said.

Ahead of poll, state politics getting Hooda-centric

Hm.f[ MDER Sam:

ROHTAK, JUNE 23

With Tosham MLA Kiran
Choudhry joming the BJP
and the changing of the polit-
1cal arithmetic since the Lok
sabha poll, former CM and
Leader of Opposition
Bhupinder Hooda has, it

seems. come to the centre of

political affairs m the state as
not only Opposition parties
— BJP JJP and INLD — but
also his detrmactors within the
Congress are leaving no
chance totarget him on some
pretexts.

The BJP today sounded
the bugle for the Assembly
poll by organising a felicita-
tion ceremony for its mims-
ters and newly elected MPs
in Hooda's stronghold
Rohtak. All leaders, includ-
ing CM Nayvab Singh Saini,
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the BIP —

tea”.
back to us,” Abhay said.

# Haryana

List of ticket aspirants gets longer in Ambala City

Ambala: The list of aspirants seeking the Congress ticket for the Ambala City Assembly
constituency is getting longer after the party performed well in the recently concluded
Lok Sabha elections. The aspirants have started halding meetings with their support-
ers, showing their strength and preparing the ground to stake their claim for the ticket.
Elected members af the municipal corporation, former MLAs, youth Con gress leaders
and leaders holding various posts in the party belonging to the Hooda and Selja
camps have started lobbying to secure the party ticket.

Kiran's Congress supporters in a tight spot

Mahendragarh: Tasham MLA Kiran Choudhry and her daughter Shruti Choudhry
recently joined the BJP after quitting the Congress. However, this development seems
to have put some of their supporters —who would never miss the opportunity totarget
in an uncomfortable situation. Theywould also make tall elaims regarding
the formation of the Congress government in the state. After the mother-daughter
switched sides, they are now finding themselves in a tight spot when supporters put
this question to them: Who will form the state government now?

Speculation on more Cong leaders leaving party put to rest

Panipat: After Kiran Choudhry joined the BIR speculations were rife about three more
Congress leaders joining the party. However, these were putto rest after former
Speaker Kuldeep Sharma attended the Congress workers' meeting in Sonepat on Fri-
day and Samalkha MLA Dharam Singh Chhoker's brother attended a meeting in Pani-
pat. Stating that they had been tortured by the Enforcement Directorate, Chhoker's
brother said that he wou ld continue to be a part of the Congress party. This came as a
relief to senior party leaders, especially former Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda,
as both leaders are considered to be his close aides.

Chacha-bhatija tussle lands INLD worker in trouble

Hisar: The political tussle between INLD leader Abhay Chautala and his nephew 1P
leader Dushyant Chautala landed an INLD worker in a soup after Dushyant recently
visited him to have tea at his residence in Rakhigarhi in Hisar. Apparently, the visit has
infuriated Abhay, who arrived in Hisar on Sunday. Pointing at this party worker, who
was standing just behind him on the stage, Abhay said villagers were not even allow-
ingthe 1P leaders to enter the village, and "this man invited Dushyant to his home for
“There is no need for such people in the party. Goto Dushyant and never come

Diary

CONTRIBUTED BY NITISH SHARMA, RAVINDER SAINL MUKESH TANDON AND DEE FENDER DESWAL
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present on the occasion
focussed their address on
decrving Hooda over various
political 1s5ues.

“Evervone has his' her owmn
agenda for carrving out ver-
bal attacks on Hooda as the
Congress  has  emerged
stronger in Harvana in the
Lok Sabha elections under
his leadership. Four of the
five newly elected Congress
MPs, barring Selja, owe alle-
glance to Hooda's camp. The
BJP leaders take Hooda on
their radar as he is the
strongest Opposition leader
inthe state. It will benefit the
BJP if they manage to weak-
en Hooda n some way before
the Assembly poll” said
Jitendra Bhardwaj, a politi-
cal observer

He maintained this reason
drove the BJP to choose
Rohtak to sound the bugle

Womanstrangles
mother, brother

inYamunanagar
SHIV KUMAR SHARMA

THINUNE NS N
YAMUNANAGAR, JUNE 23

A woman and her son were
allegedly murderedin Azadna-
gar Colony of Yamunanagar.

The police suspect that her
daughter Kajal (22), with the
help of accomphices, has stran-
gled Meena (45)and Rahul (21}
todeath. In his statement, Nir-
mal Singh. mcharge of Ram-
pura police post, said he got
information that a man and a
woman had been killed n a
house in Azadnagar Colony:

He said when they reached
the spot. Kajal was present
there. He said she told them
that she had gone 1o the mar-
ket at about 2 pm today.

When she retumed, she saw
Rahul's body lying in the
drawing room and Meena's
body m the bedroom, he
added. He said that she also
told them that someone had
killed them after looting jew-
ellery from ther house, In his
staternent, Nimmal Singh said
that it appeared that the bod-
ies were about 7-3 hours old
and Kajal was hing.

“Prime facie, it seems that
Kajal, along with her friends,
stranpled her mother and
brother,” Nirmal said in has
statement.

SP Ganga Ram Punia said,
“Prima facie, the case appears
to be related to a family prop-
erty dispute.”

CONG CAME OUT STRONGER UNDER HOODA

®® Everyone has their own agenda for camying out
verbal attacks on Hooda as the Congress has emerged
stronger in Haryana in the Lok Sabha elections under
his leadership. Four ofthe five newly elected Congress
MPs, barring Selja, are aligned with the Hooda camp.

Jitendra Bhardwai, FoumicaL ossesvi

for the Assembly elections in
a bid to create a psycholopi-
cal pressure on him and his
supporters.

The BJP'sfelicitation func-
tion of its ministers and MPs
today was virtually a show of
strength in Hooda's citadel.
Moreover, the way that Hoo-
da cornered the BJP govern-
ment over the deteriomting
law and order stuation was
also forang it to train its gun
on Hooda, he added.

“Apart from other burning
1ssues like unemployment,

inflation, Agniveer ete, the
rising crime pgraph s also
another major issue In
Harvana, which adversely
affects not only the business
community, but also the
common man as gangsters
gsitting abroad are demand-
ing extortion and also plot-
ting criminal activities on
non-fulfilment of demands.
People have now started
recalling the Hooda govern-
ment when the pobice killed
many criminals in encoun-
ters and maintained peace in

the state” smid Ashok
EKumar, another political
commentator.

He maintained that besides
BJE the JJP and INLD lead-
ers were targeting Hooda
prominently as compared to
other leaders as they know
that as long as Hooda
remains strong, their future
appears to be bleak in the
state. The vote bank of JIP
and INLD is mainly farming
communities, which stood
united with the Congress in
Lok Sabha poll just because
of Hooda, he asserted.

Similarly, Hooda's detrac-
tors in the Congress —
Kumari 5elja and Randeep
Surjewala — also do not for-
get to launch veiled attacks
on Hooda when the question
of Chief Mimstership arises
if the Congress comes to
power in the state,

Says he had fielded
weak nominees to
benefit saffron party

The INLD MLA said the
Congress was divided in fac-
tions in the state. He predict-
ed that some kev leaders
might leave the party very
SO0TL.

Chautala said he would
form a third front sans the
Congress and BJP in the
state ahead of the Assembly
poll. “The INLD is preparing
for the Assembly poll. We will
form a third front in Harvana
to defeat the BJP with the
opposition parties minus the
Conpress,” he said. When
asked whether he would also
take the JJP on board, he
demied stating that the JJP
had been an ally of the BIP in
the recent past. — TNS

Selja: Better
ticket allotment
would have got
Cong 8-10 seats

HISAR, JUNE 23
Giving a call for unity, the
Congress MP from Sirsa,
Kumari Selja, said the party
has started preparations for
the Assembly elections and
workers should continue to
highlhight public issues.

Addressing aworkers’ meet-
g in her home constituency
Uklana on Saturday, Selja
asserted that better ticket allo-
cation could have got the party
eight to 10 seats in the state

She said either the high
command and ‘prabhari’ did
not have understanding of
the ground situation or they
did not take proper feedback.
“We could have won eight to
10 seats instead of five.” she
said. — TNS

42% candidates skip NEET-UG re-exam

Out of 494 stud ents 28? ta ke retest at two centres Ig Jha jjar city

R.wm.r DEH Hm
ROHTAK, JUNE 23
The allegations of rregular-
ties cast their shadow over the
re-exmmination of the Nation-
al Eligibility-cum-Entrance
(NEETHUG exam that was
conducted at two centres —
Eendnya Vidyalaya and DAV
Public School — in Jhajareity
on Sunday as arourd 42 per
cent candidates remained
absent. However, tight securi-
ty arrangements were put m
place to prevent any external
interference in the centres.
According to sources, 287
out of total 494 candidates
re-appeared in both exam
centres while 207 remained
absent. The re-test was con-
ducted for those who were
given grace marks by the
National Testing Agency
(NTA) to compensate for
time loss during the previ-
ous exam held on May 5.
The papers having wrong
codes for the NEET-UG
exam were distnbuted at
two of three exam centres
setup in Bahadurgarh town
of Jhajjar district on that
day. Around half-an-hour
was allegedly wasted in the
process of replacing papers
at both the centres but the
grace marks were allegedly
awarded to candidates of
one centre while those at
the other centre were
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MEET-UG candidates come outof an exam centre in Jhajjar o nSunday. PHOTO: SUMIT THARAN

deprived of them.

Later, the Supreme Court.
while hearing the petitions
alleging rregularities in the
exams, had 155ued the direc-
tives for the withdrawal of
frace marks and re-estami-
nation of 1.563 such candi-
dates of the NEET-UGacross
the nation, Sx of them who
appeared in an exam centre
in Bahadurgarh had scored
100 per cent and near to it
with grace marks.

Earlier, Jhajjar Deputy
Commuissioner {DC) Shakti

Singh also visited the exam
centres to take stock of secu-
rity arrangements. While
talking to the media. he said
elaborate arrangements had
been made in and outside of
both the centres to prevent
any possibility of external
mterference in the exams.
“Only examinees and
those on exam duty were
allowed to enter the centre.
The NTA has deputed its
staff there while the arrange-
ment for drinking water and
uninterrupted power supply

hasz been made by the dis-
trict administration,” the DC
added. Some of those stu-
dents whose test did not go
well said the authorities
should give them more time
for the preparations,

On the other hand. those
candidates whose exam
went well said the test was
easy and proper arrange-
ments were made at the
exam centre this time.
some of them hoped that
thev would score good
marks this time as well.
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Backward Classes quota increased to 27%

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

GURUGHRAM, JUKE 23
Chief Minister Nayvab Smgh
Saini has announced an
inerease in the reservation for
Backoward Classes in Group-A
and Group-B posts from 15 per
cent to 27 percent. He has also
announced that the backlog of
vacancies for Backward Class-
esin Groups A and Bwould be
filled on priority by launching
a speacal recruitment drive.

In addition, the annual
income limit for the creamy
layer would be raised from Rs
6 lakh to Rs 8 lakh. It would
provide a significant benefitin
employment to the people
belonging to the Other Back-
ward Classes (OBC) category:

He announced this while
presiding over an event of the
OBC Momha Sarv Samaj
Samrasta in Gurugram on
Monday:

He said following the con-
gideration of the Harvana
state Backward Classes Com-
mission, the moreased hmit of
annual income would be
implemented in state govem-
ment jobs, Besides, similar to
the Centrmal Government, the
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Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini presents a maceto Union

Chief Minister Mayab Singh Saini being welcomed at an event in Gurugram on Sunday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

income denved from salary
and agriculture  sources
would not be included 1n this
limit, he said.

To ensure that the OBC
yvouth receive employment
opportunities smoothly, the
CM announced that the 27
per cent reservation would
also be implemented in the

Minister Dharmendra Pradhan in Rohtak onSunday.

BJP sounds poll
bugle; to focus on
farmers, Dalits

SUNIT D HAWAN

ROHTAK, JUNE 23

The Bharativa Janata Party
(BJP) sounded the poll bugle
for the upcoming elections to
the state Assembly by exhort-
g party cadres to pull up
their socks to secure a third
consecutive term.

At a meeting of the local
units' office-bearers held at
the state BJP headquarters in
Rohtak on Sunday, the party
leadership shared a strategy o
focus on the support of the
fanming community { primari-
by Jats) and Dalits, espeaally
in the Assembly constituen-
ciesof the rural belt.

The BJP workers were told
to popularise the steps taken
by the BJP government for
the welfare of the farmers and
Dalits. As per party sources,
feedback was also taken from
the workers and office-bearers
for the appomtment of the
state BJP president, and the
name of former Harvana
Finance Minister Capt Abhi-
manyi was touted forthe post.

Eadier, at a ceremony organ-
1sed to felicitate the party's
election n-charges and newly
elected MPs, the BIP leaders
accused the Congress of
ndulging in nepotism, cormip-
tion and atrocities on the Dalits
and farmers dunng its tenure.

“We have only 100 days left
to prepare for the Assembly
election. We have to leave thas
place with a firm resolve that
we will not stop until the BJP
government is formed for the
third time in Harvana,” said
Union Education Minister and
Harvana election in-charge
Dharmendra Pradhan.

Termmg the Congress an
mpostor, Pradhan said the
people of the state have not
forgotten  the atrocities on
farmers, Dalits and other
deprived sections of society

dunng the rule of Congress,

Launching a scathing attack
on the Congress targeting for-
mer Harvana Chief Minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda and
his son and Bohtak MP Deep-
ender Singh Hooda, Harvana
election co-incharge and for-
mer Chief Minister of Tripura
Biplab Kumar Deb remarked
that the people of Haryana
had decuded that no “baap-
beta sarkaar”, but a govern-
ment of the sons of farmers
and poor people would be
formed inthe state.

Former Harvana Chief Min-
ister Manohar Lal Khattarsaid
in his address that the Con-
gress had misled the people in
the Lok Sabha eledtions and
would adopt such tricks in the
Assembly elections as well.
“They can also come up with
some new falsehood, but you
have to be careful,” he stated.

Chief Minister Nayab Saini
said the country is moving
ahead under the leadership of
Pnme Minister Narendra
Modi, and Harvana would also
move strongly with him.

“The Congress has built its
foundation with the help of
hes, and it will collapse in the
elections to the state Assembly
and the BIP will come to pow-
er for the third time Every
BIP worker should expose the
falsehood of the Conpgress
before the people” said Saini,

Union Minister Krishan Pal
Gurjar, BJP national secretary
and former state president Om
Prakash Dhankar, Member of
Pardiamentary Board Dr Sudha
Yadav, Rapya Sabha MP Suren-
dra Nagar MP Dharambir
singh, MP Naveen Jindal. for-
mer Harvana Finance Minister
Captain Abhimanyi, former
Health Minister Anil Vij, senior
BIP leader Ram Bilas Shamma,
and frmer minister and new
entrant to the party fold Kiran
Choudhry were also present.

P

recruitments done thmugh
Harvana Kaushal Rozgar
Nigam in the state.

CM Saini said it was a mat-
ter of pride that Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi was fully
vigilant about protecting the
interests of the OBC commu-
nity. He saidthe OBC commu-
nitywas not being deprived of

theirrights, and both the Cen-
tral and state governments
were  continuously imple-
menting vanous schemes to
grve full respect and recogni-
tion to the OBCs.

He further said over the past
10 vears, the government had
fulfilled its responsibility to
benefit the OBC community

at every level in the state. PM
Modi's wision of ‘Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka
Vishwas and Sabka Prayas’
had empowered people by
connecting even the last per-
son in society through various
schemes, he said

He said the Central Govern-
ment had taken significant

steps for the overall develop-
ment of the countrv’s back-
wand areas by declarmg them
aspirational districts. Nuh dis-
trict was included in the Cen-
tral Govemment's aspira-
tional plan, wherein
development schemes were
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People will back BJP: Bishnoi

ASSEMBLY POLL

HISAR, JUNE 23
BJP leader and former MP
Euldeep  Bishnoi  today

claimed that the BJP would
form the povemment in the
state for thethird timein arow.

Bishnoi, who visited his con-

gtituency, Adampur, in the dis-
tnet today, sad people of the
state were satisfied and happy
with the works carned out by
the BJP povemment in the
state. “The people will back the
BJP government for the thind
time in the uproming Assem-
by poll,” he said. — TNS

being continuously provided '

to improve the sodo-economice
gtatus of the socety, he added.

The CM said the Haryvana
Govemnmment was providing
scholarships for the education
ranging from Rs 12000 to Rs
20,000 to provide quality edu-
cation tochil dren belonging to
the OBC. The povemment
was also focusing on the skill
development of the OBC com-
munity, Besides, PM Modi had
alsn allocated a budpet of Rs
13,000 crore under the Bhag-
wan Vishwakarma Scheme to
provide training v 18 trades,
which will also benefit the peo-
ple of state, he said.

During the traning, finan-
cial assistance of Bs 500 per
day was being provided to the
OBC tminees, and upon the
completion of the course, a kit
worth Rs 15,000 was also beang
giventohdp them begin their
worke, he added
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Delhi-Dhaka rapport

MNeighbours boost ties under Chinese, USgaze

her second trip to India within a fortnight,
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasing held
wideranging talks with PM Narendra Modi, under-
lining the commitment of both nations to bolster
ir ties. This was the first hilateral state visit by a
foreign leader afterthe formation of the new BJPled NDA
government. The agreements signed by New Delhi and
Dhaka covered a lot of ground — maritime cooperation
and blue economy, railway connectivity, space sector, dig-
ital partnership, healtheare and defence production.

Describing India as Bangladesh's major neighbour
and a trusted friend, she recalled the contribution of
the government and the people of India to her coun-
try's liberation in 1971. Beyond the historical legacy,
Modi and Hasina have developed a good rapport over
the past decade. This has helped bilateral relations go
from strength to strength. In November last year, when
Hasina was under pressure not only from the
Bangladeshi Opposition but also the US ahead of the
national elections, PM Modi joined her in virtually
inaugurating three infrastructure projects. This had
given a major fillip to Hasina's poll campaign.

A key takeaway from last week's interaction was
India’s decision to send a technical team to
Bangladesh for a mega project to conserve the Teesta
river. China, which spares no effort in wooing or
coercing India's neighbours, has been eyeing the
estimated $1-billion project amid New Delhi's reser-
vations. Hasina's bonhomie with India will be put to
the test next month, when she is expected to fravel to
China. India, meanwhile, is in no mood to walk a
fightrope. In a fresh assertion of its independent for-
eign policy, New Delhi is engaging closely with Dha-
ka even though the US has been critical of the Hasi-
na-led Awami League government over alleged
human rights violations and electoral irregularities.

Exam mess

It's time to remove systemic flaws

ATE in the day, but the Centre has finally
cracked the whip. The National Testing
Agency (NTA) chief has been shown the door,
e Central Bureau of Investigation has been
sked with the probe into the alleged rregu-
larities in the NEETUG examination and a committee
constituted to suggest an overhaul of the examination
gystem. The last-minute cancellation of the NEET-PG
examination, though, underscores an unchanged com-
ponent of the entire process — insensitivity. What could
have been announced aday or two in advance was done
just hours before the candidates were supposed to take
the test. The inconvenience, hassle and mental trauma
such decigions result inwere hardly factored in. Earlier,
the CSIR-UGC-NET examination was postponed and
the UGC-NET cancelled a day after it was conducted. A
relook at the testing procedures and a fresh start have
been the need of the hour for some time, and this aspedt
is fmally being addressed. Comprehensive recommen-
dations that leave no scope for error and suggest
absolute integrity must be on the agenda.

The decisions come on the eve of the commence-
ment of the Parliament session. A resurgent Opposi-
tion is expected to take up the issue strongly. The Cen-
tre would do itself and the entire student community
a favour by being transparent about the NTA mess.
The issue has transcended political one-upmanship.
Fixing inadequacies and regaining trust in the insti-
tutions is of paramount importance.

A larger question demands an informed debate: Whena
staggering 24 lakh students compete for a mere one lakh
medical seats, what's apparent is the lack of opporfunity and
a failure to match aspirations. The issues of education and
unemployment are the core challenges that confront the
nation. Walkouts, sloganeering or sidestepping these matters
won't help. Politiclans across party lines must sit together,
talk and work toward finding sohutions. Everyone is affected.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

Che Tribune.
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Mahatmaji's ultimatum

"OPINION
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No light at the end of the N-tunnel

ICAN and SIPRI reports paint a grim picture on the global nuclear front

oy - '!'|

CUDAY BHASKAR
DIRECTOR, SOCIETY FOR
POLICY STUDIES

HE apocalyptic
nickear weapons and a
padous global secunty
framework were in
forus this month, with
two major reports bein g released
an the same day (June 17) — one
by the ICAN (International
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear
Weapons) and the second by
SIPRI (Stockholm Internation-
al Peace Research Institute).
Their findings are both dis-

OMINOUS: China is in the middle of a significant modemisation and expansion of its nuclear arsenal. rRELTERS

24) would have significant impli-
cations for South Asian stategic
stability that would be of grave
mport to New Delhi

During the Cold War the
nuclear missile contest was
plaved outbetween the USand its
allies (UK and France) and the
then USSR from 1945 to 1991.
After the ‘scare’ of the 1062
Cuban missile crisis, both sides
warly moved towards a degree of
credible, mbust nudear deter-
rence that was predicated on
arms control agreements and
MAD {mutually assured destrue-
tion). This geopolitical, steady-
state plateau had an imone anom-
aly, wherein i deep
techno-strategic 1nsecunty was
assuaged by accepting MAD —
and the acronym captures the
apocalyptic sardoniasm

Since the Russian invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022, the

tressing and bleak.

The ICAN report reveals that
thenine nudear-weapon-capable
nations (the US, UK, Bussia, Che-
na Fraance, India, Ismel, Palastan
and North Korea) collectively
gpent 501 billion last vear in mod-
ernising and increasing their
respective arsenals. Assuaging a
deep-seated strategic insecurity
syndmome apropos of the adver
garial ‘other’ is the common
thread for all nine nations.

Predictably, the top three
spenders are the Us with 351.5
billion, which 15 more than half
of the global nudear weapon-
related spending in 2023, fol-
lowed by China ($11.8 billion)
and Russia (58.3 billion). ICAN
Director Melissa Parke noted
that the nuclear powers collec-
tively spent 52,808 per second
last year on these weapons and
that these funds exceed what the
World Fhod Programme est-
mates as necessary to end word
hunger. She added that “a mil-
lion trees could be planted for
each minute of spending on
nuclear weapons”.

The reference to the number of
trees that could be planted is par-
ticularly relevantin the contextt of
the imeversible global waming
and climate chan ge exagency that

the world responds to in an effete
and mdifferent manner. India,
which is reeling under a scorch-
ing summer and a dangerously
ke people-tree ratio, is among
the most affected among large
nations(interms of total area and
demography). This geo-physical
trend may soon prove to be the
maost serious threat to human
security globally The recent heat-
wave-related deaths dunng the
Ha prlgnmage are dlustrative.

The SIPRI Yearbook 2024 is a
comprehensive volume that pro-
vides an overview of develop-
ments in intemational security,
weapons and technology, military
expenditure, arms production
and the arms trade as well as
armmed con flicts and conflict man-
agement, along with efforts to
control conventional, nucdear,
chemical and biological weapons.
Thenudear chapterof almaost 100
pages is a valuable summary of
recent developments and trends
in the nuckear domain over the
last vear Authors Hans Kris-
tensen and Matt Korda are to be
commended for therr due dili-
gence n furrowing a tenaciously
opaque domain, where facts,
information, disinformation and
political rhetoric abound.

The key findings of the SIPRI

Asignificantincrease
in the deployment of
Chinese nukes would
have significant
implications for South
Asian strategic stability.

nudear survey are that the num-
ber and types of nuclear
weapons in development have
increased, as all nine nations
deepen ther reliance on nudear
deterrence to safepguard what
they perceive as ther core
national interest. The most
recent example is that of the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war, where Moscow
has rattled its nuclear sabre to
wam the US-led NATO about red-
lines, and n response, both NATO
and the US have stated that they
will enhance their nudear readi-
ness acmss the board.

The SIPRI nudear overview
mdicates that in early 2024, the
nuclear nine (NU) “possessed
approsamately 12,121 nudear
weapons, of which 9585 were
considered to be potentially
operationally available. An esti-
mated 3.904 of these warheads
were deploved with operational
forees, including about 2,100 that
were keptin a state of high oper-
ational alert — about 100 more
than the previous vear.”

While the US and Russia still
aceount for 38 per cent of the
total global arsenal. an instnie-
trve statistic has been highlight-
ed by SIPRI in relation to China,
whose nudear arsenal *“has
mcreased significantly from 410
warheads in January 2023 to 500
by January 2024, with expecta-
tions of continued growth”, It
adds that China i1s in the muddle
of a sipnificant modernisation
and expansion of its nudear
arsenal over the next decade and
“some pmjections suggest that
China could potentially deploy
at least as many intercontinental
ballistic missiles aseither Russia
or the US in that period”.

While China may be pitting
itself against the US, a visible
mcrease i the deployment of
Chinese nukes (from the current

world has been getting divided
mto two competing nudear
weapon clusters: the USled mili-
tary alliance (with the UK and
France) versus the Russia-China
dyadhaving North Korea as ajun-
ior partner. The other three mem-
bers of N9 — India, Pakistan and
Israel — have not formally joined
either duster, though their peopo-
hitical orientation is self-evident.

The bleakness referred to at the
outset stems from the fact that
gsince 2022, the world has drifted
from reasonably robust deter-
rence to one of frapile feckless-
ness, The earlier strategic com-
munication among the major
powers and well-entrenched
arms cantrol and restraint apree-
ments have steadily frayed.

The TS is going through an
intense domestic socio-political
churn with the possibility of a
second Trump presidency. Rus-
sia remains determined to pros-
ecute its war in Ukramne, come
what may, while Chinese bel-
hgerence over its temitorial
claims continues to be brittle.

This 15 a bleak aupury. The
ICAN and SIPRI reports illumi-
nate this and landscape in an
objective manner but underscore
the gnm reality that there is no
light at the end of this tunned.

IN a signed article under the heading ‘The acid test’ in the
latest issue of Young India, Mahatma Gandhi gives an expla-
nation of his position with regard to the several resolutions
that he proposes to move at the forthcoming meeting of the
All-India Congress Committee, which virtually amounts to
an ultimatum to the Congress generally and to those who
differ from him in particular. “If I am to become an efficient
General,” writes Mahatmagi, “I must have soldiers who
would obey, who have faith in themselves and in their Gen-
eral and who will carry out instructions. My plan of action
15 always open and very definite. Certain well-defined con-
ditions being fulfilled. it puarantees success. But what 1s a
poor General to do when he finds soldiers who subscribe to
his conditions and vet do not carry them out and, maybe. do
not even believe in them? The resolutions are designed to
test the qualifications of the soldiers.” The same idea 15 put
in another and a still clearer form. *The soldiers.” writes
Mahatmaji, “are in the happy position of being electors of
their own General. The would-be General must know the
conditions of employment. I remain where I stood in 1920,
Only my faith has increased with the years that have gone
by. I have no faith in any other plan. I am, therefore, not
avallable on any other terms, not because I am unwilling but
because I am unfit. All the four resolutions, then, constitute
my apphceation for employment as the General and lay down
my qualifications and imitations.”

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

The nuclear optionis ultimately an example of the arrogance of power. —joeBiden

The suspension that
never happened

SaTisH KumMar SHARMA

the police in fixing accountability of its staff. Suspension
from service is, therefore, a commaon ocourrence here.
Even senior officers are not immune from it.

JD Nagarwala, an IP {Imperial Police } of ficer who was part
of the team that mvestigated the Mahatma Gandhi assassi-
nation case, became the Inspector General of Police (state
police chief in those days) in Gujarat in the 1960s. He was
also the president of the Indian Hockey Federation; he got a
stadium built for the police in Ahmedabad, using police
resources and manpower. The government suspended him
for ‘misusing government resources’. Now, while Nagarwala
15 long dead. the stadium not only hosts police events but is
also used by schools, colleges and other arganisations for
sports and cultural activities — some misuse!

When [ joined the IPSand became Supenntendent of Police, 1
realised that the force Iwasheading had got used to harsh han-
diing. Soft methods to diseipline themn did not worke, in the short
term, at least. I suspended subordinate officers whenever the sit-
uation required and had no qualms about it. But one incident
taught me a lesson, after which 1 used this power very spanngly.

I was serving as Additional Commissioner of Police in
Ahmedabad eity when a murdertook placein an area under my
jurisdiction. A petty enminal had been stabbed to death in a
drunken brawl among friends who had gathered in the evening
in acorner of a school ground close to the police chowlka,

Drinking in a groupat a public place in a state with prohibition
was in itself a serious matter, but what upset me more was the
local people’s complaint that eriminals gathered there every
evening for drinking and gambling and cops did nothing about
it. On asking the officers, 1 did not get a satisfactory reply. So, I
asked the Assistant Commissioner of Police {(ACP) to fior the
responsibility of the sub-inspector (SI)in charge of the chowki
and send a report to me quickly sothat I could take action.

The next day, the ACP brought his report to me. He was
accompanied by the SHO of the police station concerned. [
went through the report. It held the chowki Sl prima face
responsible for neglhigence. [ decided to place him under sus-
pension, But the ACP saud: 'Sir, please do not suspend him.
Give him another chance, We will take stepstoimprove polic-
ing in the area and show you results’ I relented. I kept the
report pending for further action.

Two days later, I received the ACF's call in the moming,. He
informed me that the chowla 51 had died of a brain haemor-
rhage the previous night. He added: ‘He was suffering from
high blood pressure and had not taken leave despite the doc-
tor's advice to takerest. Norhad he shared this information with
anvcolleague.” I was too stunned by the news tothank the ACP
for sparing me a major embarrassment and self-indignation.

I ERHAPS no other government department can match

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

India’s balancing act
Apropos of “‘Why Delhi is shaken and stirred’
{The Great Game ), the article has underlined
the intricate peopolitical balance India is try-
mg to strike following the recent Lok Sabha
elections. Critical discussions with the US
emphasise the importance of technology
transfer and defence cooperation. However,
hngenng historical tensions and the contro-
versy surrounding the alleged plot to killa pro-
EKhalistan activist highlight the complesxaties
of these aliances. India's engagement with
Hussia and other BRICS members under-
seores 1ts multi-alipnment strategy, Besides,
resolving border disputes with China remains
a formidable challenpge, As India asserts its
mle as a stabilising power, 1t must adroathy
steer these multifaceted relationships to main-
tain its global standing while addressing
domestic pohitical challenges effectively.
AMARJEET MANN, UMA

Shifting dynamics of global power
Delhi is shaken and stimred not just by the recent
dection results but also by the shifting dynam-
ics of global power. PM Narendra Modi's politi-
cal elout faces a serious test, and the Padiament
session beginning today will reveal much about
India'’s political trajectory. Amid all this, India’s
mle as a stabilising foree 15 under serutiny. With
Chinese troops at the LAC and tensions high,
Modi's reluctance to engage in pleasantries is
understandable, The meetings between NSA
Ajit Dewval and his TS counterpart highlight the
critical need for strategic alliances, especially in
technology transfer, Yet, controversies like the
dlleged plot against Sikh separatist Gurpatwant
sSingh Pannun cast a shadow over bilateral ties.
As Indianavigates its relationships with the US,
Russia and China, every move is enfical. Delhi
rmust balance hard power and diplomatic finesse
o maintain its position on the global stage.
GURDEV SINGH, MOHALI

Welcome move toreplace NTA chief
Apropos of the news report ‘NTA chief shunt-
edout, CBI to probe NEET rrregularities’; the
Centre has nghtly removed National Testing
Agency (NTA) Director General Subodh
EKumar Singh and entrusted the probe into
alleged irrepulanties in the NEETTUG to the
CBI. The appointment of former Union Sec-

retary Pradeep Singh Kharola as the NTA
chief is welcome. Laxty in the conduct of the
NEET-UG examination has caused much
embarrassment to the Central Government
and left lakhs of aspirants in limbo,
UPEMDRA SHARMA, BY MAIL

Credibility of tests at stake
With reference to the story *NTA chief shunted
out, CBI to probe NEET irregularities’; these
entrance exams are make-or-break events for
lakhs of agpirants. Upholding the integrity of
the exam and the ecredibibity of the testing
agency are the key to maintaining public con-
fidence in the system. The use of Al-based
proctoring or monitoring methods can help
ensure farness in competitive exams, Meting
out stringent punishment to the miscreants
whoresorted to the use of unfarr means n the
tests can help set a strong precedent.

LALIT BHARADWAJ, PANCHEKULA

Another hooch tragedy
The hooch tmgedy in Tamil Nadu's
Kallakurichi district has claimed amound 50
lives and left more than 100 others hospitalised.
The inadent once again throws the spotlight on
thesaleof 1llicit hauorwhich contimues unabat-
ed. The bootleggers often lace the illiat iquor
with poisonous methanol or some other lethal
substance. The case points to a flourishing ille-
gal alcohol trade that probably also involves
politicdans and law enforcement officials. The
recurrence of such tragedies necessitates
urgent measures to dismantle the networkes of
operatives. Ensunng public safety and bringing
the culpnts to justice are the need of the hour
VUAYKUMAR HK, RAICHUR

Expenditure tax the way forward
Apmpos of ‘GST councl meets, tweaks tax
rates’; the public would remain indebted tothe
panel for exempting services provided by the
Railwsays to the publie, such as the sale of plat-
form tickets, the facility of retring rmoomswait-
ing rooms and battery-operated car services,
from the GST. Almost all items of daily use are
subject to the GST. Since the masses are cur-
rently payving both direct and indirect taxes like
excise duty and VAT bnnging in anexpenditure
tax would be a step in the right direction.

SK GUPTA, NEW DELHI

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 2004vord limit.
These should be cogently wiitten and can be sent by e-mall to: Letiers@tribunemall.com
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Swiss-led peace talks a flop as Russia left out

VAPPALA BALACHANDRAN
FORMER SPECIAL SECRETARY,
CABINET SECRETARIAT

ID the Swiss-

mediated Bur-

genstock peace

conference ool

lapse because
the organmsers did not study
how delicate peace negotia-
tions are conducted? Did the
conference fail because Rus-
g1 was not invited?

In the past, the 1993 Oslo
Accords temporarily halted
Israel-Palestinian wars. Sim-
larly, the 1998 Good Friday
Agreement brought peace
between Britain and the
Irish Republican Army.

The Oslo process was start-
ed in 1992-03 by Tege Larsen,
a Norwepian sociologist, and
Yossi Beilin, a member of
Israel's LabourParty govern-
ment that had come to power
in 1992, This had the backing
of Israeh leaders and Pales-
tine Libermation Organisation
{PLO} chief Yasser Arafat.

smce the Israeh law banned
contacts with the PLO, Larsen
and Beilin set up a secret
backchannel between two
Israeli professors and three
PLO leaders, imcluding
Ahmed Qurei Their first
meeting was held during Jan-
uary 1993 at the residence of
then Norwegian Defence
Minister Johan Jorgen Holst.

The US Department of State
archive says “strict secrecy
allowed the negotiators to dis-
cuss scenarios and potential
oonecessions without mour-
nng domestic political costs.”

In May 1993, Ismel deaded
o devate the talks to the offi-
cial level and sent then Direc-
tor General of Foreijgn Min-
1stry Url Savin In August that
year, the Israel and Palestin-
1an chief negotiators initialled
the Declaration of Principles
on Interim Self-Govemment
Amrangements (DOP) in Oslo.
The formal signing ceremony
was held at the White House in
September,  when  Israeh
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
and PLO charman Arafat
‘shook hands'.

Although permanent peace
remained ehisive, the Oslo
Accords were an important
i lestonein West Asian peace,
like the 1978 Camp Dawvid
Arcords, brokered by TS Pres-
ient Jimmy Carter, between
Egyptian President Anwar
Sadat and Israeh Prime Minis-
ter Menachem Begin, bring-
ing peace between Egypt and
Israel Together with the DOP
the agreement also induded
*Letters of Mutual Recogri-
tion’, through which the PLO
recopnised the exdstence of
Israel for the first time.

Israel also recognised the
PLO as the legitimate re pre-
sentative of the Palestinian
people. Besides, Israel com-
mitted tself to withdrawing
from parts of the Gaza Strip
and the West Bank and
acknowledged the Palestin-
mnright to self-rule in those
territories under a Palestin-
mn Authority:

FAILURE: The Swissmediated Burgenstock peace conference became a routine meeting to show
solidanty with Ukraine, with 80 countriessigning the resolution. REITERS

Similarly, Senator George
Mitchell, who was designated
as a ‘Special Envoy' by then
USPresident Bill Clinton, had
to toil between September
1996 and April 1998 to bring in
peace in Northern Irdand,
ending 30 vears of viclence,
He had to overcome hostility
from the ‘unionists’. who
wanted Northem Ireland to
remain with Britain, as they
fedt that President Clinton had
imposed mediation efforts to
therr detnment.

It is said that they also
opposed secret talks in a for-
eign place away from Belfast,
as they wanted to avoid the
possibility of being politically
ambushed away from their
home base. Mitchell's tactic
was his infinite patience tolis-
ten to the opposing parties
whose hostility to each other

A third-party
mediator is always
preferred since
opposing parties

would not like tosit

across thetable.

was so intense that there “was
very hittle inchination tolisten
to the other side, let alone
compromise with them,” as
he told an interviewer later
The cardinal prindple in all
such negotiations is the secre-
¢y of proposals put across by
contending sides so that no
embarmrassment 15 caused to
either of them by sending
wmong signals to therr con-
stituents. The organisers
should have studied an old
CIA document (1992), ‘Ana-
vtic Support for  Peace
Talks', eleased by its think
tank, Centre for the Study of
Intelligence, asa puide to sen-
sitive peace negotiations,
True, Swiss Foreign Minis-
ter Ignazio Cassis was quoted
as saying by the media at the
UN that several secret plans
were being considered to

bnng peace in Ukrame, He
was also quoted by TASS In
January teling the Davos
conference that Bussia should
be mvited. Why then was
Moscow not invited? As a
result, the conference became
a routine meeting of support
to Ukrmine, with 80 countries
siping the resolution. How-
ever, Imdia, Saudi Arabia
South  Africa, Thailand,
Indonesia, Mexico and the
UAE chose not to sign,
besides Brmazil, which attend-
ed as an ‘observer’.

It is not that Switzerland is
not expenenced in backchan-
nel diplomacy. It Iooked after
Amencan interests shortly
after the Islamic Revolutionin
1979, Gulf News said in 2020
that the US and Iran had
exchanged several messages
thmugh Berne after the US
killing of Gen (Qasem
Soleimani in January 20280, It
came hours after the Ameri-
can dmone stnke. Iran respond-
ed by condemning the attack
through the Swiss. Similarly,
Amenca used Switzedand to
talk to Cuba when they did not
have diplomatic relations,

However, would this, by
itself, qualify Beme to be an
interlocutor unless it wins the
confidence of both sides? His-
tory has many otherinstances
of backchannel negotiations
({BCNs) succeeding or at least
reducing tensions, An Ondord
University comperdium
gquotes  several mstances,
bepinning with President
Richard Nibton's  secret
appmaches to the Sowviet
Union and Vietnam in the
19705, Nelson Mandela's con-
tacts with South African lead-

"’

ers during the 198019905 for
ending apartheid and the2016
Colomhian agreement with
the insurgent group FARC.

This compendium, like the
CIA handbook, gives different
stages m BCNs to be effective.
The first stage 5 called “pre-
negotiations', which explores
the desire of both parties to
talk. They need to have
trust in the negotiator coun-
try as it shares highly confi-
dential information.

A third-party mediator is
abways preferred since oppos-
ing parties would not ke to
ait across the table, “These
discrete communications ulti-
mately allow parties to move
away from unilateral, conflict-
based appmoaches to a politi-
cal problem and engage in a
mutual explomtion of their
options before the start of for-
mal peace talks"” according
to the compendium. None
can do this type of negotia-
tion with nearly 100 delega-
tions participating, as we saw
at Burgenstock.

The CIA document lists the
initial difficulties of bringing
the opposing parties to the
face-to-face talks: “The open-
ing session can take onthe air
of a battlefield without lethal
weapons.” It mentions sever
al other problems, like both
parties exaggemting their
own strength for “vving for
advantage”. Another difficul-
tv that it mentions i1s the
efforts of “extrernists on both
sides who are determined to
undermine the agreement”
To sum up, BCNs are not as
easy as arranging an mnterna-
tional conference.

Views are personal

The exam system needs urgent course correction

BRAJESH KUMAR TIWARI
ASS0CIATE PROFESSOR, ATAL
SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT, INLK

HE DMinistry of
Education has
cancelled the 2024
UGC-NET (Uni-
versity  Grants
Commission-National Eligi-
bility Test)in view of a paper
leak. The case is now under
the purviewofthe CBL which
will conduet further investi-
gation. The ministry has also
handed over the case of
alleged irregularties in the
conduct of the 2024 NEET-UG
(National Eligbility-cum-
Entrance Test-Undergradu-
ate) to the CBL The NEET
medical entrance exam is also
under the scrutiny of the
supreme Court. In this year's
NEET {UG). a record-break-
ing 23 lakh candidates had
ot themselves registered.
Meanwhile, Subodh
Kumar Singh has been
removed from the post of
Director General of the
National Testing Agency
{NTA) amid the controver-
sy over the NEET-UG and
UGC-NET exams. In anoth-
ersignificant development,
the government has post-

poned the NEET-PG.

These cases of question
paper leak are not isolated,
but rather part of a long his-
tory of incidents, The IIT-
JEE of 1997 and the All
India Pre Medical Test of
2011 witnessed this men-
ace., The phenomenon is
seen in many  states,
regardless of which politi-
cal party is in power There
15 a high incidence of paper
leak in India. As a result,
numerous  examinations
have to be cancelled.
Arcording to media
reports, over the past seven
years, more than T0 exami-
nation papers have been
ilieitly disclosed in various
states, resulting in adverse
consequences for the pro-
fessional prospects of over
1.7 crore individuals.
Instances of leaked exam
papers and answer keys are
frequently shared on social
media platforms such as
WhatsApp, X (formerly
Twatter) and Facebook.

The NTA need not be
scrapped; only the examina-
tion system needs to be
revamped. Each yvear, over
10 lakh candidates partici-
pate in the Civil Services
examinations, vet the Union
Public Service Commission
(UPSC) manages to conduct
a secure examination. How-
ever, when it comes to
online exams, there 8 a
potential risk of leak due to
the use of technology. The

BUST: Euer'g.-' Exam that i5 sf:rapped wastes the money of students aswel| as taxpayers. am

likelihood of the threat
intensifving is certain to
rise amid the use of artificial
mtelligence (Al Given
these circumstances, Al is
potsed to become a signifi-
cant menace, If the website
of the Home Mmistry can be
compromised, 1t 1s reason-
able to question why these
exams cannot be similarly
vulnerable to hacking.
Every exam that is scrapped
not only wastes the time
and money of millions of
students, but also consumes
taxpayers money. The NTA
is exceeding s brief by
repeatedly employing a tri-
al-and-error approach in
conducting these examina-
tions. The agencywas estab-

The practice of

appointing members

to recruiment
COITUTISSIONS
based on political
cornnectonsmust
be ended.

lished in 2017. Howewver,
even after seven vears, the
scourge of paper leak per-
gsists. The NTA must take
lessons from the UPSC.
The practice of appointing
members to recruitment
commissions  based on
political connections must
be ended. Additionally, the
examination commission
should possess its own
printing press or alterna-
tively, the digital copy
should be directly transmit-
ted through a code lock sys-
tem — 15 minutes prior to
the examination — to the
designated  examination
centre. The document
ought to be printed and dis-
tributed among the candi-

dates. By employing this
approach, the cost of ques-
tion papers will undoubted-
Iy be slightly higher com-
pared to press printing, but
they will be secure and
impervious to leaks. It 1s
imperative that the punish-
ment for the paper mafia is
administered promptly
within a specified time-
frame m a fast-track court,
ideally within a month of
the arrests. If any coaching
institute i1s found to be
mnvolved, appropriate
action should be taken
against the individuals
responsible and the insti-
tute should be shut down.
The participation of exter-
nal agencies facilitates
unethical practices. From
the initial creation of paper
zets to their delivery to the
examination centre, a large
number of individuals are
involved in the process. As
a result, each person has a
clearly defined responsibil-
ity within the hierarchy.
Question papers undergo
multiple stages involving
drafting, printing and
transportation before
reaching the examination
centres. It is imperative to
prohibit the use of mobile
phones by all persons
involved. The majority of
the examination centres are
privately owned mnstitu-
tions, and a significant
number of them do not
meet the required stan-

dards. Examinations cught
to be exclusively adminis-
tered at povernment-
approved facilities, with
papers subject to constant
surveillance and monitor-
ing via CCTV cameras.

The leak of question papers
for public examinationshas a
significant impact on public
trust, besdes causing a sub-
gtantial finanaal burden on
the state exchequer. The Pub-
lic Examination (Prevention
of Unfair Means) Act, 2024,
also known as the anti-paper
leak law, has come into effect.
But the notification of the
Central Government regand-
ing the Act contains a lacu-
nae that require an urgent
resolution. The new legisla-
tion mandates a minimum
prison sentence of three
vears; it should be moreased
to a minimum of 10 vears.
The seventy of the punish-
ment should align with the
seriousness of the offence.
There is no provision for con-
ducting investigations within
a speadfied time-frame. In
addition to Imposing an
additional prison sentence
for failure to pay a fine for
an offence under the Act,
the provision for confisca-
tion of the offender’'s prop-
erty should also be includ-
ed. The ecandidate who
engages in exploiting unfair
methods should be disqual-
ified from appearing in any
subsequent examination.

Views are personal
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door, 19 Unabated, 21 Spyving, 22 Status, 26 Lima, 27 Puny.

MEDIUM

SMSET: MON DAY 1581 HES
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1 Of noble birth (4-7) 1 Otherwise :4] 8(l9|3|1|6(2|T7|5|4 Chandigarh | 39 25
9 Treated badly (3-4) 1 gl1l217I5141918|8 :
10 Trainer {5} 4 Accounts book (6] 3 9 5 T EOE New_ Delhi 40 30
11 Pleasurable theill (4) S Inhahited (8) Amritsar 40 29
12 Autocratic (8) 6 Springy (7} 4 7 o il i 7/83/91412/5/1/8/6) pgathinga (39 | 27
14 Transcend (6) 512 61819/11314171 jandhar 39 | 29
T 7 Extremely pleased (74)
16 Drawing instrument (6) _ 3|7 |B|5 4|6 2]|]1]|9 Lridieana 41 ag
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22 Loop with running _ A 9 Sirsa 41 31
kot (5) i JUNE 24, 2024, MONDAY Dharamsale 33 21
=Tl prrioate (7) 29 Nell poasosang. 15) 914 B Shaka Samval 1946 Ma nali 27 |16
24 Golf course caretaker (11} | 21 Highest point (4) et
_ ; W Aashadh Shaka 3 Shimla 27 18
Saturday's solution 4 9 1 5 B Aashadh Parvishie 1 Srinagar 24 17
Across: | Ratify. 4 Scornful, 9 Corral, 10 Esoteric, 12 Lead, W Hyjari 1445 Jammu 39 27
13 Catty, 14 Cool, 17 Shot in the mm, 20 Spick-and-span, 5 6 7 8 W Krzhna Paksha Tithi 3, up to 1.24 am Kargil 97 13
23 Pity. 24 Putty. 25 Snub, 28 Intrigue, 29 Pul out, 30 Gos- B Indra Yoga up 1o 11.51 am
samer, 31 Hybrid. 7 W Ultrashadha Nakshatra up to 3.54 pm B oo R
Dowm | Reckless, 2 Tarragon, 3 Fray, 5 Cost the earth, 6 Rate, 7 B B Moon in Capncorn sign Dehradun 34 4
Furmow, B Locale, 11 Hante couture, 15 Nippy, 16 Crude, 18 Open Mussoorie 25 15
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CLASSIFIEDS

SITUATION VACANT

King Edward Public
School, Chandigarh Hoad,
Tulomazara, Hoshiarpur
Affliated to CBSE requires
experienced: PGT- English,
Mathematics, Chemistry,
P hysics, Biology. Salary (15000-
Jooooy TGT- Mathematics,
English, Computer, Hindi
15000-20000 PRT, NTT (8000-
120000 Adhletics, Basketbhall
Coach part time (7000-100040).
Fluency  in  English must.
Free lodging boarding., Post
vour resume or send an Email:
Kepsresumed gmail.com , must
mention  post  applied for
Contact  No.  98141-16954,
Principal (CL24025932)

ANAL Intermatiomal  School,
Tahliwal, Una {H.P3) Aff. to
CBSE upto +2, Aff. No: 630222,

[wvite appreciations Ffor following
P s Physical  amd Heal th
Education:- M.P.Ed {Preference
will be given to candidate with
game  Baskethall &  Adhletics),
PGT Commerec:- MCom, B.Ed,
TET qualified, Music and Dance
Teacher, Jude Karate [nsirscior
Salary mno  bar to  deserving
candidate. Email wour resume at
anmintcmational schoo liEe mail.com
or submit in office before 27 June,
2024, For detail Contact: 9805 -
0334% . Principal. {CL24027817)

PROPERTY FOR SALE
CHANDIGARH

Showreom 17T 347 35 twa bays,
low auction, atiractive relurns,
Chandigath. Ject Associates- 9468 -
(e, (CL24025852)

2 Kanal cormer 6-4 kamal old
free hold  residential  propenics
Chandigarh. Jeel Associates 68-
(. (CL24025853)

TOLET
MOHALI

3 BHK Flat, Sandwoeds (rpulencia
Aparments, Modern Facilities,
Club, Sector 110, T@955794
[CL24027815)

RENT/LEASE

Available for Lease 1674 sq.ft
first Floor in  Jagraom  af
Bazant Markel mear Bus stand
fior MWL, Bank, [nsurance,
Exhibition ete. Comtact T4 -
SR 560, (CL2402T058)

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Gurjeet Kaur (0ld MNamel
Wit of Inderjit Singh, Residing a
House Moo 105, Lawrence Road,
Amritsar 143001, Punjab, shall
henceforth be known as  Gurjit
Fauwr (Mew Name), vide an
affidavit sworn before The Notary
Public at Amritsar on 19062024
have changed my name from
Gurject Kawr to Gurjit  Eaur,
[CL24027016)

COURT NOTICES

(UMY & Rule 20 CPC)
In the Court of
Sh. Hem Amrit Mahi
Addl. Crvil Judpe
(Sr. Division),
Jalalabad
Satinder Singh
Vs.
sandecp Kumar Goyal
CNR No.
PBFZB0O-000751-2019
MNext Date: 24 07.2024
Publication 1ssued to:
Ramneet Sodh
Father: Kulwinder Smgh
Street No. 1, Apgparwal
Colony, Jalalabad., Tehsil
Jalalabad, Dhstt. Fazilka.
In above titled case, the
detendant(s)/respondent(s)

could not be served. It 1s
ordered that detendant(sy
respondent(s) should appear
i person or through counsel
on 24072024 at 10.00 am.
For details logon to
https:/highcourtchd. govan/?
rs=district notice&edistrict=
fazilka
Dated, this day of 05.06.2024,
sdi- Addl. Crvl Judge
(Sentor Division),
CL24027505 Jalalabad

U/ S Rule 20 CPC)
In the Court of
Gumchiak Singh
Civil Judge (Ir. Division),
Phillzur.
Canara Bank a body corporate
constituted under the Banking
Companies {Acguistion and Transfer
of Underntakings) At 1970 camying on
the busincss of Bankmng having iis
Head Oiffice ai Canara Bank Building,
112, 1. Roead, Bangalore having
among other branches at Nagar, Tehsl
Phillawr, Diistrict Jalamdhar through is
Manager Mr Surinder Pal age 56 vears,
Ws.
Rakhvir Kaur Wio Kashmira Singh
Fio Village Kadiana, Tehsil Phillaur,
District Jalandhar.
CE465/2020
CHE Mo, PBILBG-000G0- 2020
Mot Date: 23.07.2024
The plaintift prays for recovery of
amount of Bs S0H% 102
Publication issued to:
. Rakhvir Kaur Wio Kashmira Singh
Rio Village Kadiana, Tehsil Phillaur,
Disirict lalandhar, 2. Harnck Singh
S0 Jagat Singh Fio Village Kadiana,
Tehsil Phillawr, District Jalandhar.

In above tithed case, the defondant{s)
reapondent{s) could not be served. 1t is
ondered that de fendant{s Y responde i 5)
should appear in person or throwgh
counse] on 23 072024 st 1000 am.

For details logon to
hitps:Shigheourtchd. peoe inMrs=
district notice &district=jalandhar

Diated, this day of 03.05.2024,
Sdi- Civil Judge
{ Junior Division),
CL24027 526 Phillaur

S R .

PUNJAB

blo cking of highway by farmer unions

Threatento block roads if dhama not lifted, raise slogans agamst state government

AMAN 'mnn

PATIALA, JUNE 23

Hundreds of residents,
traders and shopkeepers from
nearby villages today reached
the dharna site of the farmer
unions at Shambhu and
protested against blocking of
the national highway for the
past overfourmonths leading
to financal lnsses and adding
to the woes of commuters, On
the other hand, farmer unions
have said they were “BIP-
sponsored agents”, many of
whom are “mvolved with the
mining mafia”,

Facing inconvenience, resi
dents of villages near sShamb-
hu had last week requested
the farmer unions to vacate
the national highway, Resi-
dents from nearby villages in
Punjab and Harvana, along
with shopkeepers from
Ambala, today reached
Shambhu and entered into
an argument with the farmer
union members and leaders
after their attempts to urge
farmers to lift the dharna
from the site fell on deaf ears,

Residents said they had to
make a detour for their day-
to-day works owing to the
ongoing protest, consuming
more time and resources, “We
had welcomed them with
open arms on February 12 in
addition to opening our hous-
es for them and also served
them langar But instead of
understanding our problems.
they are terming us BJP

IMDissues
two-day
heatwave
alertinstate

TRIEUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, JUNE 23
The weather department has
warned about heatwave con-
ditions prevailing in parts of
Punjab and Harvana on
June 24 and 25, which are
expected to abate thereafter.

A rise in maximum tem-
perature by 2-3°Cis expected
in Punjab during the next
three dayvs and no larpe
change is hikely thereafter, a
bulletin issued by the India
Meteomlogical Department
{IMD)on Sunday stated.

Yesterday's highest maxi-
mum temperature recorded
in Punjab was 42.9°C at Sam-
rala, while today the lowest
minimum temperature was
26.4°C at Pathanlkot.

The average maximum
temperature in the state was
above normal by 3°C while
the average minimum tem-
perature was above normal
by 2.3°C, the IMD said.

58L animals
vaccinated

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, JUNE 23
Animal Husbandry, Dairy
Development and Fisheries
Minister Gurmeet Singh
Ehuddian said more than 58
lakh animals had been vac-
cinated against foot and
mouth disease (FMD) and
haemorrhagie septicaemia
{HS) in the state, while direct-
ing the department officals
to inoculate total lovestock
population of 65,47 407 {com-
prising 2531460 cows and
40,1507 buffaloes) apainst
the contagious diseases
before June 30.

DISCLAIMER

“The Tribune Trust does
not take responsibility
for the contents
of the advertisements
{Display/ Classified)
carried in this
newspaper. The paper
does not endorse the
same. Readers are
requested to verify the
contents on their
own before acting
there upon.”
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Local residents and farmers argue with each other at the Shambhu border protest site on Sunday.

MANY PATIENTS DIED FOR WANT
OF EMERGENCY CARE

&4 Many patients have lost their lives while
theinjured in road accidents or pregnarnt
women have to use the long routeto reach
nearby hospitals. Instead of Ambala, which is
just 15 minutes from ourvillages, we have to
travel an hourto reach Rajpura or other
places for health emergencies. Local residents

ATTEMPT TO DESTABILISE OUR
PEACEFULDHARNA

% It is another attempt by the Centre and
the state govermment-sponsored pecple to
destahilise our peaceful dhama. We are only
sitting onthe highwaywhile the Haryana
cops have raised blockades by placing
boulders and wiredfencing, Sarwan Singh Pandber,

GEMERAL SECRETARY OF PUNIAS MSAN MAZDOOR SN GHARSH DOMMWT TE

workers and poondas,” said
Mintoo of Rajgarh village.
“We have requested the
farmers many times. Our
trade is su ffering and two res-
idents from our nearby vil-

lapes have died due to delay
in treatment as the farmers
are least concemed about the
hardships faced by us,"” said
Bahadar Singh of Ramnagar
village, *We went only to talk

to them but they termed us
mining mafia or hooligans.
The Punjab Government is
sleeping and not acting
against these unions, which
have completely blocked

Gurdaspur MP-elect braces
up to take up old challenges

Ravi DHALIWAL

THIHUNE NEWSSERVICE

GURDASPUR, JUNE 23
Congress MPelect from Gur-
daspur Sukhjinder Singh

Randhawa is bracing himself

up to face this border con-
stituency's numerous chal-
lenpges many of which, in fact,
have been hanging fire for
the past several decades.

He said the problem per-
taining tothe ever-increasing
threat of drones being
pushed in by Pakistani state
and non-state actors requires
ahighly pragmatic approach.
“These contraptions carry
payvloads of the dreaded hero-
in. The fine particles of this
white powder are responsible
for causing devastation and
destruction of local vouth in a
big way,” he said.

Randhawa agreed that the
problerm  has  assumed
Eafkaesque proportions. “It
15 high time the scourge is
nipped in the bud,” he said.
The MP said he plans to con-
vene a meeting of the security
agencies to find a resolution
onee hewas in the saddle.

Beviving the 160-vearold
once world famous Dhanwal
Woollen Mills is out of question
as its controlling authority —
the Texdtiles Ministry —claims
“it has ouflived its utility” The
MP will have to decide what o
doabout the mill's prime land
Iving in a state of disuse.

His agenda: Fighting drug menace
and setting up a medical college

He will have to talk to the
industrialist lobby to seeif a
big-ticket project, like setting
up an employment generat-
ing railway component man-
ufacturing unit, is a practical
solution. A lot of emotions are
attached with the mill as it
has provided livelthood to
generation after generation
of residents,

Bnnpging In a medical col-
lege-cum-hospital is also on
his agenda because there is
no such institution in the
entire constituency. Rand-
hawa said he knew that near-
by 1600 acres of prime pan-
chavat land was Iving vacant
in Kalanaur, right on the

A #
Gurdaspur-Dera
Nanak highway.

However, there 15 a catch.
Randhawa i1s an Opposition
MP Hence, he will have to
work extremely hard to
revive old units or bring m
new ones particularly those
requinng intervention of the
BJPled povernment.

In the eventuality of a war,
the Army at Tibri canton-

Baba

ment will be using a part of

the: Gurdaspur-Mukerian
road to move equipment and
manpower to its designated
destination of Dera Baba
Nanak, 30 km away. This mad
needs to be converted into a
fourlane one.

entry and exat through the
hiphway"” he said.

The residents appealed to
the fammer unions to mmedi-
ately clear the highway at
Shambhu as the unmetalled
roads would not be motorable
during the monsoon season
that is likely to start in the
next few days. “We will block
the highway also, and if need
be. would answer the farmer
unions in the same languapge
they understand if the block-
ade is not lifted in three
days."” said villagers.

While reacting to the devel-
opments, peneral secretary of
the Punjab EKisan Mazdoor
sangharsh Committee Sar-
wan Singh Pandher, who 1s
leading the union dharna at
Shambhu, termed the agita-
tors who entered their dharna
gite as “BJP agents” backed
bythe “AAP government and
the mining mafia®.

The police said nearby resi-
dents had reached the dhama
site to talk to fanmer union
members where the two fac
tions entered into a heated
argument, “We intervened to
calm things down and the vil-
lagers leftthe spot. No casehas
been registered as no oom-
plaint has been recerved.” said
Shambhu SHO Amanpal Virk.

Meanwhile at Ambala,
Bhartiva Kisan Union (Sha-
heed Bhagat Singh) presi-
dent Amarjeet Singh Mohn
accused the BJP of sending
its people to create distur-
bance in the agitation.
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gt State sutters 870 MW

Shambhu locals, shopkeepers prote

generation loss astwo
thermal units trlp

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

PAT IALA, JUNE 23
Despite moderate rain in
parts of Pumjab, the power
demand is heading north,
given the paddy transplanta-
tion season in the state
Adding to the woes of the
Punjab State Power Corpora-
tion Limited (PSPCL), two
thermal units — one each at
Tahwandi Sabo thermal pow-
er plant and Ropar thermal
plant - have tripped pushing
the PSPCLin atight spot.

The snags in the two units
resulted in 870 MW thermal
peneration loss on Sunday
and 15 hikely to continue for
three more days posing a
serious threat of power cuts
on domestic and other con-
sumers, Officials say that
while the Tabvandi Sabo unit
tnipped due to hydrogen keak -
age in the pgenerator the
BRopar unit tripped due to
boiler leakage.

Meanwhile, despite Sunday
being an off day, the power
demand of the state was
amund 15300 MW, It is dmw-
ing 9.850 MW from the north-
ern grid and the PSPCL's
own generation 18 around
5,400 MW, down by approxi-
mately 1000 MW and it is reby-
ing on buying more power to
meet the nsing demand.

“After thunderstorm and
light rain on June 19, the
maxamum demand of 16,078
MW had come down by 4,000
MW The power demand on
the nead two days was 15,343

MW and 14.756 MW respec-
tively,” said a senior PSPCL
official. The coal stock at

state thermal plants at Lehm
Mohabbat, Ropar and Goind-
wal are for 21, 14 and 17 days,
respectively.

Az per the latest weather
update, the hot and humid
weatherwith an increase in day
termperatire (up to 45°C)1s on
camds for nead four days result-
ng in nse in power demand
further Moreover, office and
commercial  establishments
will be open on Monday, thus
pushing the demand.

“Till date, the PSPCL has
been managing the power
demand due to the prior
armngements. However, the
demand will increase for neadt
fivedays due to nsing temper-
ature and paddy transplanta-
tion season,” sad All India
Power Engineers Federmtion
spokesperson VE Gupta. “As
it mins, the demand will ulti-
mately dedine to the respite
of the PSPCL." he added.

Will run govt for two days a
week from Jalandhar: CM

APARNA BANERJI
IALANDHAR, JUNE 23

Chief Mmister Bhagwant
Mann, who held a senes of
meetings with his party work-
ers and leaders ahead of
Jalandhar (West) bypoll, today
said: “The state government
will nun for two days in a week
from Jalandhar.” The byvpollis
scheduled for July 10.

The Chief Minister first met
with ministers, MLAs, MPs
and functionaries at a hotelin
Jalandhar Later he held a
meeting with around 400
booth workers from Jaland-
har (West) at alocal resort. He
alsovisited Derm Baba Parpat
Nath and another derm in
MNakodar m the evening.

Mann reiterated that he
wolld be shifting his base for
two days in a week to his
newly hired house in Jaland-
har. He added that his family
would also campaign along
with him in Jalandhar (West ).

Speaking to party leaders
at the meeting, the CM said
he hadn't hired the house
just for Jalandhar (West)
bypoll, but to ensure better
connect with the people.,

Soumes said: “The CM
pointed out that he was doing
this for the convenience of
the people. Those coming
from Amritsar and Gur
daspur should not travel 250
kmto meet the CM."” The CM

Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann addresses party's block chiefs
ahead of Jalandhar {West) byelections on Sunday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

said he would be shifting
shortly. On the occasion, AAP
also disbursed kits to booth
in-charges, which mduded
stickers, flags and banners.
The party has also launched a
poster of the campaipn —
“AAPdi sarkar AAPda MLA™

AAP would soon start *Jam
samvad” programme of its
candidate Mohinder Bhagat,
who would visit 15 booths per
day. Sources said the CM had
asked his party workers, MLAs
and ministers not to 1ssue any

controversial  statement on
social media platforms and
they should only stick to prom-
ses which were achievable,

Cabinet Mimsters Harjot
singh Bains, Kuldeep Singh
Dhalmwal, Hampal Singh
Cheema, Balkar Singh, Lal
Chand Kataruchak., Baljt
Kaur, MP-elects Gurmeet
Singh DMeet Haver and
Malvinder Singh Kang, MLA
Raman Amra and Harchand
singh Barsat, among others
were also present.

Hours after plaint to minister, 2 inmates of observation home land in hospital

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

FARIDKOT, [UNE 23
Hours after several inmates
of Fandkot-based observa-
tion home (jail for juveniles)
complained of poor Hving
conditions to a minister dur-
ing her visit, two of the com-
plainants were admitted to
Guru Gobind Singh Medical
College and Hospital with
“mutliple injunes”.

Theduohad suffered injuries
after two proups of inmates
“clashed” with each other, said
the management of the obser-
vation home.

On Saturday evening, Dr
Balpt Kaur Minister for

Social Secunty, Women and
Children Development, had
made a sudden visit to this
observation home.

During her meeting with
the inmates, the juveniles
alleged that they were not
being provided bedsheets
and proper food. “We are
forced to use the blankets in
place of bedsheets, which are
highly uncomfortable to
sleep during summer,” they
had allegedly stated.

Sources in the observation
home said the minister took a
senous note of the camplaint
and directed the Superinten-
dent to submit a report with-
in a4 week regarding the mat-

ﬂ :

Minister for Social Security Dr Baljit Kaur during her visit to the
Faridkot observation home on Saturday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

ter, She also asked the official
toorganise a medical campto
ensure the health and safety

of the juveniles. Sources said
the complaint to the minister
led to a scuffle. However, the

mianagement at the observa-
tion home claimed that the
complaint had nothing o do
with the fight.

Speaking on condition of
anonymity, an official said.
“The mmates clashwitheach
other quite often.”

SHO Sukhdarshan Singh
said, “After receiving a com-
plaint from Raj Kumar,
Supenntendent, Observation
Home, Faridkot, we have ini-
tiated probe into the matter™

Though the Superinten-
dent declined to comment
about the lack of bedsheets,
sources said the bedsheets
were not provided to the
mmates purposely as the

mmates may use them to
hang themsebres, which
would land officials in big
trouble. “Blankets can't be
used for this purpose.” said
the sources.

The management of the
observation home said they
were even aganst the use of
ceramic floor and wall tiles,

“There 15 always a threat
that some inmates might
remove these tiles and use
these as an Improvised
weapon,” said the sources.
The: state has four observation
homes in Findkot, Ludhiana,
Hoshiarpur and Jalandhar.
The observation home in Fand-
kot houses around 80 inmates,
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HIMACHAL PRADESH
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Over 5,000 teachers tobe  Jaswan Pragpur hospital bed capacity

recruited soon: Minister

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, JUKE23
The recruitment process of
more than 5000 teachers
will start next month, Edu-
cation Mimster Rohit
Thakur said today.

Addressing a gathering at
the inauguration of the
newly constructed schoal
building at Government
Senior Secondary School,
Nandpur built at a cost of
Rs 1. 62 cr. he reiterated the
gstate povernment's com-
rmitment to provide quality
education to the students
living in the remote areas of
the state and enumerated
the concrete steps taken in
this direction.

He said the Nandpur area
was known for high quality
apple production and
unprecedented efforts were
being made to repair the
roads in the area with a view
to deliver apples to the mar-
kets on time.,

“All the unpaved roads of
Nandpur panchavat and
surrounding areas are being
metalled, besides new roads
are also being constructed

_’w

Education Minister Rohit Thakur at a press conference. ALE

50 that more and more peo-
ple have access to the main
road,” he said. The Educa-
tion Minister also remem-
bered former Chief Minister
Late Virbhadra Singh on his
birth anniversary and paid
tributes to him.

He also attended the clos-
ing ceremony of the erick-
et tournament held in
Mandhol where he was the
chief guest and said he had
an emotional connect with
Mandhol and would not let

any shortcomings in devel-
opment of the area.

While congratulations the
teams, Thakur said playing
any sport was an mmportant
part of life which not only
gave physical strength but
also strengthened a person
mentally “The youth of
Himachal are making a
mark in international sports
like coricket, so f 18 wvery
important to  have such
sports competitions regular-
by."” said the minister.

TRIBUNE MNEWS SERVICE

remaining construction

will be upgraded to100 , SAYS Sukhu

DHARAMSALA, [UNE23
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu today inspect-
ed the under-construction
Dadasiba Civii Hospital
under Jaswan Pragpur
Aszsembly constituency of
Kangra district. He gave
directions to the officers to
complete the work of the
project in time. The Chief
Mimister said that in the first
phase, this hospital was
being built with 50 beds and
in the second phase its
capacity would be increased
to 100 beds.

The Dadasiba Civil Hospi-
tal falls on the border of
Dehrma Assembly constituen-
oy which is facing byelec-
tions., He said this was the
main government health
mstitution of Jaswan area
and provided services to the
people of this area, hence
defidendes m the hospital
would be removed. About 50
per cent construction of the
hospital had been completed
and Rs 3.6]1 crore was
required to complete the

work, which would be provid-
ed by the state govemment
5001

He further said specialist
doctors of pynaecology,
orthopaedics, surgery and
anaesthesia as well as lab
technicians would be deput-
ed here. The state govern-
mentwould make the hospi-
tal an ideal  health
mstitution.

The Chief Minister said
the construction work of the
hospital had been going on
at a slow pace for the last five
vears and there was a need
to speed it up. The state gov-
ernment was giving special
preference to providing bet-
ter facilities in all the health
institutions of the state and
positive steps were being
taken in this direction.

He said that in the recent
Cabinet meeting, it was
decided to fill 200 posts of
medical officers 1n  the
Health and Family Welfare
Department. Apart  from
this, 22 posts of Professor,
Associate Professor  and
Assistant Professor will be

L

A

CM Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu inspects the construction of Dadasiba Civil Hospital. rasmaieer

POSTS IN MEDICAL COLLEGES TO BE FILLED

- The CM said the government has decided to
fill 200 postsof medical officers in the Health
and Family Welfare De partrment.

B 272 posts of Professor, Associate Professor
and Assistant Professorwill be filled in various

medical colleges of the state.

lege, Tanda.

Chamba.

B Eight posts of Emergency Medical Officer will
be filled in Dr Rajendra Prasad Medical Col-

B Fhe posts of Assistant Professor will be filled in
Pandit lawahar Lal Nehru Medical College,

filled in various medical col-
leges of the state.

The Chief Minister said the
state povernment was also
making efforts to improve
emergency health services.

Eight posts of Emergency
Medical Officer will be filled
in Dr Rajendra Prasad Med-
ical Collepe, Tanda. Five
posts of Assistant Professor
will be filled in Pandit Jawa-

har Lal Nehru Medical Col-
lepe, Chamba, so that people
can be provided facibities by

making trauma centres
functional in both these
medical colleges.

[eft homeless last monsoon, Dalit basti

DirENDER MANTA
MANDI, JUNE 23
As the monsoon approaches,
residents of the Dalit basti in
Hivun ward under Tanivar
gram panchayat are fearing
the worst grappling with dif-
ficult living conditions after
last wvear's monsoon left
them homeless, Last vear, on
Aupgust 13, torrential rains
triggered a landslide that
rendered the bastt unsafe,
forang 11 families to evacu-
ate immediately. Exacerbat-
ed by bureaucratic delays
and administrative neglect
and unfulfilled promises of
support from the state pov-
ernment, the situation
remains grim.

Over the past 10 months,
except for two families, all res-
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The dllapldated Dalit basti at Dharampurin Mandi .

Jad KUMAR

ients have been living In
rented accommodations
amund Tihm, paving monthly
renits rangng from Rsl 500 to
Rs 3,000, Shockingly, the
debris from last vear's land-
slide tnggered by heavy raing

gtill hitter the area, posing a
severe hazard as the monsoon
rains loom onoe again.
Fommer Zila Parishad mem-
ber  Bhupender Singh
lamented the apathy of local
authorities and politicians

Amendments proposed
to HIMCARE scheme

RAVINDER 500D

PALAMPUR, JUNE 23
The state povernment has
proposed certain amend-
ments to one of its most
popular schemes — HIM-
CARE, which provides for
free health services to peo-
ple. to make it more trans-
parent, people friendly
besides plugging loopholes
detected in the past one
and a half vears.

The government would
also ensure that payments
to private nursing homes
under the scheme are
released in time.

Information gathered by
The Tribune revealed the
state Health Department
on the directions of Chief
Minister Sukhvinder
singh Sukhu had recently
conducted a complete
audit of the scheme

LOOPHOLES DETECTED IN AUDIT

B Health Department had
conducted an audit of the
scheme by medical experts
aofthe Indira Gandhi Med-
lcal College, Shimla.

B During the audit, a nurmber
of loopholeslike overbilling
were detected.

: B State gﬂmrnmentemplw-'

ees, who claim medical
reimbursement from the
government, were also
avalling HIMCARE benefits.

| B Freediagnoses allowed

underthe scheme had also
ledtaits misuse.

through medical experts of
the Indira Gandhi Medical
College, Shimla. During
the audit. a number of
loopholes in the schemes
like overbilling by some
nursing homes have been
detected. It has also come
to light that the state gov-
ernment employees, who
claim medical reimburse-
ment from the pgovern-
ment, were also availing
HIMCARE benefits in vio-
lation of the rules. It was
noticed that free diagnoses
allowed under the scheme

had also led to 1ts misuse.

Sources said that Princi-
pal Secretary, Health, M
Sudha Devi had prepared
a detailed note, which
would be presented before
Chief Minister Sukhvin-
der Singh Sukhu and a
final approval would be
accorded by the state Cab-
inet before a notification
15 issued.

At present, there are over
41 lakh HIMCARE card
holders in the state, who
have been availing the ben-
efits of the scheme,

Negi: Forest Rights Actto be
implemented in tribal districts

SHIMLA, JUNE 23
Bevenue and Tribal Devel-
opment DMinister Jagat
Singh Negi today said that
the state povernment would
implement the  Forest
Rights Art-2006 in tribal dis-
tricts withimmediate effect.

Addressing a public meet-

ing in gram panchayat
MNako in Kinnaur, the minis-
ter said that the Forest
Ripghts Act would be imple-
mented with 1mmediate
effect in the tribal districts
to ensure that the deprived
and neglected sections get
its benefit without any

delay. “Strict action will be
taken against those officers
and emplovees who do not
work within the stipulated
time limit.” he said.

The minister said that the
gram sabha has the right to
provide land under the For-
est Rights Act-2008. — TNS

towamds the plight of these
families. “The government
had announced rent, ration,
and land for housing, but
bureaucratic hurdles have
left these promises unfil-
filled,” he stated. Despite
assurances of action, no
funds have been disbursed
for rent, leaving families in
financial distress.

“Efforts to relocate the basti
to a safer loration have not
materislised, while promises
made six months ago have

not been kept. The onset of

another monsoon season has
intensified fear among resi-
dents, who feel abandoned by
both the administration and
their elected representa-
tives,” he asserted.

Issuing a warning to the
authorities, Singh

residents in Mandi fear the worst again

declared a hunger strike
starting June 30 if the
unpaid rents of the affect-
ed families are not settled
and if concrete plans for
relocation and rehabilita-
tion are not initiated. He
underscored the urgent
need for the administra-
tion to act responsibly
and prioritise the welfare

of these marginalised
families.
SDM Dharampur Joginder

Patrval said, “I have referred
cases of these affected fami-
lies to the state government.
As soon as we get funds, the
amount will be disbursed
among the affected families.
Besides, we are in the process
of providing them land at a
safe place under Dharampur
subdivision,”

GRAM PANCHAYAT ASSANKALAN

BLOCK PANIPAT (DISTRICT PANIPAT)

Open Auction (Tender Notice)

Intimation for general public regarding open auction for sabke of 3831
cacalyptus trees n Village Assankalan is going to be held on
25/06/2024 Day Tuesday al Main Chopal Time : 11:00 AM. Securty
amount for Rs,10,00,000/- will be deposited through demand draft /
cash in favour of Sarpanch Gram Panchayat Assankalan, Demand
Draft / cash will has to be deposiled before the auction, Remaining
ierms and condifions will be announced at the time of aucton
Sd/- Sarpanch Gram Panchayat

Assankalan Block Panipat Distt. Panipat
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The latest Interest rates for "Retail Domestic Term Deposit’ Below Rupees
Three Crores with effect from 15.06.2024 [All figures in % per annum)

RATE FOR RATE FOR
e et ruuc senion

7 days to 45 days 3.50 4.00
46 days to 179 days 550 600
180 days o 210 days B8.25 8.75
211 day‘ain Iess tham yaar .50 7.00
1 Year to less than 2 vears B.80 )
2 vears o less than 3 yaars T.00 T.50
3 years to less than 5 years B.75 7.25
3 years and up to 10 years 6,50 1.50°

The specific tencr scheme of '404) days” {Arnrlt Kalash) at Rate of
Interest of ¥.10% w.el. 12- April- 2023, EEIHIDF Cilizans are Ell%gla lor
rate of interest of 7.60%. The Scheme will be valid till 30.09. ,
"Including additional premium of 50 bps under “SBI We-care”
deposit scheme,

The latest Interest rates for 'Domestic Term Deposit’ of Rupees
Three Crores and above with effect from 15.06.2024
(All figures in %% per annum)

e RATE FOR RATE FOR
GENERAL PUBLIC | SENIOR CITIZEN

T days to 45 days e 575

46 days to 179 days §.25 6.75

180 days to 210 days 6,60 7.10

211 days to less than 1 year B.75 T.29
1 Year to less than 2 years T.00 7.8l
2 years i !n Ieas. than 3 VEars 7.00 750

3 yaars to less than 5 VERMS B.50 T.00

= years and up o 10 years B.25 675

Deputy General Managur lncwm

GOVERNMENT MEDICAL COLLEGE

E-TENDER NOTICE

e-Tendar {Onfine tenders) are inviled from the manufacturers or feir sole suthonzed distibulors/sobe agents for the
purchase of folowing items:

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTICE

Egui prne-nit!
Tender 1DV
Rel. Na.

Cruantity

Department

{in Rupeesa)

Eamesat
Money

Due Date of
Opening of
Tender

Duwe Date of
Receipt of
EMD A& Bid

. | Chborheskdine Hand Rulb {cdouned) with

dispenser. Coalains Chisdexidine gluconate
soluon 1P 2.5 percent Wy equivalent o
chiornexdmne giuconaie 0.0 percend wiv plus
sy | aboohal |F 70 pesent, Wi, S00mi bate,
2024 GMCH_ 80365 1
GMCHPH-PROSISMED 22024

e bodlles

Phanmacy

12000 | G807 2024 | 0907 2024

Ing. Andienake vwenaorm semurm 10 mil vial 1Y

" |2024_amEH a03ss 1

GMCHPH-PROM-MEDN 202

S vaalks

Fhanmacy

A FHR- 0807 202 | 0807 20

. | Ant-Haemaphilic Facior Vil Recaombinani

{monacional purifed nanodiller) 500 U
M GMOH_ 80358 1
GMCHPH-PROSZEE-MEDO2Y

1200 viaks

Phanmacy

214N~ | 0807 20 | 090 2002

. | Total Parentral MNuintbon | TPH ) {hinfusion)-

Triple chamber bag wilh each bag containing
amene acd Suion wein all ecsantial and non-
essantial amino acids 1000 mi {(+/- 20mi)
2024_GMCH_80754_1

GMCHFPH-FRO 2024

Go0 packs

11i61d- | 8072024 | G207 2024

TENDER NOTICE

Egjui prnent/
Tender 1D}

Fef. Mo,

Cruantity

Department

Money [in

Eamest Due Date of
Opening of

Tender

Due Date of

Receipt of

Rupees) | EMD& Bid

Inj. Hepann 25000 |U wal IV
2024_GMCH_BO3TO 1
GMCH-PHPRO/M11-MEDV 2024

N vialks

AHETEL- 15072024 | 16.07 2024

) 111G Sqgem { 100
2024 GMOCH_BO3ST 1
GMCHPH-PROSAS-MEDN 2024

32 viaks

Fhanmacy

106573~ | 13072024 | 16.07 024

Taly. Hydeoossy Chioraquine 210 myg
204 GMOCH 80365 1
GMCHPH-PROMED-432/2004

G {abledz

Phanmacy

13 10k 15072024 | 1607 2024

Tabiet Defemsivox 500 mg
024 GMCH_80368_1
GMCHPH-PROMED | 3-67 32024

45000 Tablats

2 1207 2024 | 1607 2024

Inj. Wec uranim Bromede 10mgivial {1V}
2024 GMCH 80380 1
GMCHPH-PROGS-MED! 20024

15480 viak

Fharnmacy

A3 12072024 | 1607 2024

. | Savolurans 250 i {Inhalation anesfhesia)

2024_GMCH_B0357_1
GMC H-FH-FROY 206-MMED 024

1460 bolfes

20l - | 15072024 | 16.07 2024

Inj. Ooyiocin 1P 5 I, 1l amg SC, I,
Show V)

2024 GMEH_ 80191 4
GMCHFH-PRON T 3-MEDy 24

o) amps

Fhanmacy

TR0 10072024 | 17.07 2024

_| nj. Carboplatn 450mg |V}

2024_GMCH_BO119_1
GMCHPH-PROSSZ-MED 2004

Vi vials

Phanmacy

16.07 2024 | 17.07 2024

. | Humian AntEHaemophillc factor [ jplasma

desivad) 1200 1U
2024 GMCH_B0335 1
GMCHPH-PROB22-MED 2024

6 veals

Fhanmacy

I - 16072024 | 17072024

.| Inj. Onalipatin 50 mg (A nfuson )

2024_GMCH_80351_1
GMOHPH-PROVS 16-MEDV 2024

200 vealks

Pharmacy

213 16,007 20 | 1707 2024

. | Cap Fesrous fumarale pus Falc Aok

{efemental lmn 100 mg plus 1.5 mg folic ackd)
2024 GMCH_B0409_1
GMCHPH-PROMED-88/ 2024

1080000 caps

Fharnmacy

- 16,07 2024 | 17.07 2024

. | Inj. Mewmmal Saline 3 Hr. Pack {ngaton Suid)

2024_GMOH_BO461 1
GMOHPH-PROMGE-Mad/2024

3750 bolles

Pharmacy

16360 16072024 | 17.07 2024

. | Tak. Fropranoks kg actng! SR 40 mg

2024 BMTH_ 80450 _1
GMCHPH-PROMED 4800 2004

100 iahiels

Fhanmacy

134508 TrO720ed | 1807 2024

. | Lignocasme Jeiy 2 percent, 30 gm fube

2024_GMCH_B0466_1
GMCHPH-PROMED-335/2004

25400 uies

Fhanmacy

TS0 1707 2024 | 1807 2024

.| Hydrosyetiyiatash (130:0.4) 6 percent wiv,

0 il
2024 _GMCH_80541_1
GMCHPH-PROMES Med 2024

130 aimpsa

Fhanmacy

27 17072024 | 1807 024

. | Inj. Mancoemyein 1 gm B indusion

2024_GMCH_BO693 1
GMCHPH-PROBES-Mad2024

3165 vals

Phanmacy

14630 1707 2024 | 1807 2024

21, | Tab. B Complex | Thiamme 10 mg, Ribokavn

10 mg, Pyridoxine 3 mg, Niadanamide 45
mg, Cabcum paniothenate 50 mg and

Cy anoobalimins 15 mog)

2024 GMCH_ 80692 1
GMCHPH-PROMed-234/2024

FE5000 iahlets

L 1707 2024 | 1R.07 . 2024

.| el Type lonizaton Chamiber ahong wilh

Electramelar
2024 GMOH_BOTSE 1
GMCHPB-VPA-VI3{42)

01 Mo

Radeation

1207V 2024 | 1607 2024

Terms & Conditions:

Tender documents for the above item can be obizined from websita.

The Competent suthomty reserves sl nghts o reject any or all e tenders without s55igning any reason.

Tender Document of GMCH, afier duly signed & stamped, along with onginal brochure of the manufadurer and
EMD, in the shaps of FOR/DD/Bankers Cheque/bank Guaranies, {separaie for each tem), must be submitied n
phiysical form, in the office of Procurement Branch, Room Mo, 228, Biock-D, First Fioor, GMCH, Sector 32,
Chandigarh on or before the dales as noted against each dem by 1400 hours on any working day. Tenders withoul
sulbmissson of EMD and Tender Document in physical form shall be rejected straghiway.

The tendars must be submitied online on or before fhe dates as noled against eadh itlem by 1400 hours. The bid
guarantes and technical bid will be opened on dus date for Sr No. 1 to 21 at 1100 hours and for S Mo. 22 at

1500 hours. Mo terder shall be accepted in phiysical fomm.

Opening of Price Bid fo be intimated 1o afl the qusified bidders seqarately.

The lenderer can approach the Computer Programmer -cum-Nodal Cfficer, e-fendening, GMCH-32, Chandigarh on
any working day, in case any queryclan fication regarding e-tendening process (Ph. Mo, 0172-2601023-27 Extn,

2112) or (Ph. No. 0172-2740641) of IT Dept., U.T., Chandigarh.

The information regarding these tenders are also available at the following websites: -

http:Fgmech.gowin
http:Fetenders.chd.nic.in/nicgep’app

Medical Supernntendent,
For Director Principal,
Gowt. Medical College Hospital, Chandigarh.

SECTOR 32, CHANDIGARH

.



08

JAMMU & KASHMIR/LADAKH

Pak desperate because end
of terrorism near: L-G Sinha

Our CORRESPONDENT

TAMMIL, JUNE23
Jammu and Kashmir Lieu-
tenant Govemaor (L-(3) Manoj
Sinha on Sunday said terror-
ism was breathing its last
breath, which had made “our
neighbour”, the “exporter of
temor, desperate”.

“The recent terror acts are
sign of our enemy's despera-
tion. Our aim is the complete
elimmation of terrorism. We
must hunt down temorists
and their aides who are har-
bouring them,"” the L-(z said.

Sinha attended the attesta-
tion-cum-passing out parade
ofthe 16th BRTC batch of the
J&K Police at Subsidiary
Training Centre (STC), Tal-
wara, Reasi A total of 860
néew constable s of border bat-
talion completed their rigor-
oustraining today at the STC.
An oath was administered to
the passing out cadets for
performing their duties with
dedication and honesty.

Speaking on the emerging
threats of drug trafficking,
cybercrime, and radicalisa-
tion, the L-G emphasised the
need toensure a high level of
motivation and professional-
1sm in the police to keep a
step ahead of the adversanes,
Sinha congratulated the

-G Manoj Sinha felicitates a J&K p{:llcema n atthe Subsidiary
F'clllce Training Centre in Reasi on Sunday. am

MM TO COMPLETELY ELIMIHHTE TEHHDH

B8 The recent terror acts are sign ﬂfﬂur enemﬂ
desperation. Our aimis the complete elimination of
terrorism. We must hunt down terrorists and their
aides who are harbouring them. Manoj Sicha, s.6

passing out cadets of the bat-
tabhon for becoming an inte-
gral part of the J&K Police.
“The Subsidiary Training
Centre at Reasiis an esteemed
institution dedicated to train-
ing and imparting policing
values and professional skills
to meet the challenpes of ter-
ronsm and enforcement of Law
and order. I am confident that

these brave personnel will
discharge their duty with
utmost responsibility, sensi
tivity and dedication and car-

ry forward the rich legacy of

J&K Police,” Sinha said.
Paving tributes to brave-
hearts, the L-G lauded the
J&K police for its valour, sac-
rifice and selfless serviace to
the nation. *J&K Police have

always shown high level of

professional excellenee
under extremely challenging
circumstances, Since several
decades, this elite police force
15 working with dedication to
preserve the integrity and
gsecurity of our country and
kept the wheels of J&K's
progress moving,” he said.

Reiterating the resolve of

the administration, police
and security forces to mot out
terrorism from J&K, Sinha
asked the new recruits to
work as a foree multiplier in
neltralising terror threats.

“I have preat faith in the
police, Army and our security
agencies. They are not only
responsive to ensuring the

safety and urgent needs of

citizens, but also effectvely
tackling terrorism in cvber-
space,” he said. The L-G also
commended the pohoe for its
civic action programmes. “We
are committed to the mod-
ernisation of the police force
and the welfare of the police
and security personnel and
their families,"” he added.
Speaking on the occasion,
J&K DGP RR Swain extend-
ed his best wishes to the new
recruits and asked them to
work with honesty and dedi-
cate themselves to the serv-

ice of the people.

1 militantkilled
in Uri gunbattle

Our CORRES PONDENT

SRINAGAR, [UNE 23
The Army on Sunday said
one militant was killed in an
Ongoing antr-infiltration
operation in the Uri sector
along the Line of Control
(LoC). The operation, which
had commenced on Satur-
day, was still in progress,
according to the Army.

“One terrorist has been
killed in the ongong anti-
infiltration operation that
was launched on June 22 in
the Un sector; operations are
continuing,” the Army's Sri-
nagar-based Chmar Corps
posted on X,

The anti-infiltration opera-
tion started at Gohallanin Un,
close to the LoC m the wee
hours on Saturday after Ammy
personnel noticed suspicous
movement of mfiltrators.

‘Based on specfic intell-
pence inputs, an anti-infiltm-
tion operation was launched in
the Un Sector Contact was
established with infiltrating
terron sts and operation s are in
progress.” the Army had writ-
ten on X on Saturday:

The infiltration bid was
foiled at a time when Kash-
mir 15 witnessing a spurt in
gun battles. On June 20, the
Army and the police sad two
militants were killed n the
Hadipora village of Radiabad.
They were active for a long
period of time and were also
able to speak Kashmiri.

Che CTribune
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Chinese equipment for Pakistan
army endmgup mth terrorists

SRINAGAR, JUNE 23
Encounters with terrorists in
Jammu and Kashmir have
led to the seizure of highly
encrypted Chinese telecom
gear “Ultra Set”, an equip-
ment used by the Pakistan
army that has ended upin the
hands of terror groups, an
official said.

This has alsoraised concerns
over undetected mfiltrations
from acmss the Line of Control
and terrom sts potentially resid-
ingin the outskirts of eities and
villages, the official added. The
seprure of mobile handsets
used by foreign termorists, pri-
marily from Pakistan and its
occupred Kashmir indicate
that terror groups are receiv-
ing tmining weapons and
ammunition from state actors
mn Pakistan, said an official
aware of the matter.

These specialised handsets,
exclusively customised by
Chinese companes for the
Pakistan army, were sebed
after a punfight in the inter-
vening night of July 17-18 last
vear in the Sindarah top area
of Suranlote in Jammu's
Poonch distnet andon Apnl 26
this vear after an encounter at
the Check Mohalla Nowpora
areq of Sopore in Baramulla

While four foreign terronsts
were killed in the Surankote
encounter, two were punned
down in Sopore, The “Ultra
Set” handsets, which have

A securityman keeps vigil after an encounter in Bandipora. FiLE

‘STATE ACTORS ACROSS LoC TRAINING ULTRAS'

'Ee'ljing has been acﬂ'v.'rely enhancing the defence capabilities
of the Pakistan army along the LoC for quite a while now
BThe seizure of mobile handsets from terrorists indicates that

terror groups are receiving tralning, weapons and ammuni-
tion from state actors in Pakistan, anofficial said

also been found n the south of

the Pir Panjal region, combine
cell-phone capabilities with
specialised mdio equipment
that does not rely on tradition-
al mobie technologies like
Global Systerm for Mobile
(GSM) or Code-Division Mult-
ple Arcess (CDMA).

The device operates on mdio
waves for message transmis-
sion and reception, with each
“Ultra Set” linked to a control
station located across the bor-
der, the official said and added
that the two “Ultra Sets” can-
not reach out to each other

They said Chinese satell ites
are used to camry these mes

sapes that are compressed to
bytes from the handset to the

master server in Pakistan for
its onward transmission,. This
15 yvet another help being
extended by China to its key
ally Pakistan, the official said.
Benjing has been actovely
enhancing the defence capa-
hilities of the Pakistan army
along the LoC for quite a while
now. This supportincdudes the
construction of  steelhead
bunkers, provisioning of
unmanned aenal and combat
aerial vehicles, installation of
encryvpled  communication
towers and laving of under-
ground fibre cables. — PTI

Apni Party demands release
ofjailed Baramulla MP-elect

(Our CORRESPONDENT

SRINAGAR, | UNE 23
Ina significant political devel-
opment, the Apni Party today
called for the release of jailed
Bammulla MPelect Engineer
Rashid. The Apni Party criti-
cised the perceived “step-
motherly” treatment of Kash-
mins, urging New Delhi to
begin treating the people of
Jammu and EKashrmir at par
with the rest of the country.

*Why dispanty in the treat-
rment of two public represen-
tatives? Aam Aadmi Party's
Sanjay Singh was released
earher this vearto take oath as
Rajya Sabhamember Rashid,
despite getting a huge public
mandate, sn't being given
any relief so far to take the
oath as MP” Apri Party chief
Altaf Bukhari saud.

“When will this step-moth-
erly treatment to Kashmirs
be over? When will New Del-
hi start treating people of
J&K at par with the rest of
the country?” he asked.

The Apmi Party is frequently

DISPARITY IN TREATMENT

&% Why disparity in the treatment of
two MPs? AAP's Sanjay Singh was
released to take oath as Rajya Sabha
member. Despite getting a huge
mandate, Rashid isn't being given any
relief. Attaf Bukhar, amieer cies

labelled as the B-team of the
BJP by traditiomal parties
such as the NC and PDP in
Kashmir Formed after the
abmgation of Article 370, the
Apni Party mostly comprises
former PDP leaders. The par-
tv, however, refiites any atfilia-
tion with the BIP Its founder,
Altaf Bukhari, was also a
member of the PDP before he
left to establish the new party.

Engineer Rashid had failed
to secure interim bail on June
22, with a special court
adjourning the matter until
July 1. The court requested
the NIA to file a response to
his plea and inform the court
about when he could take his
oath as an MP The newly
elerted Lok Sabha members
are scheduled to take their

oaths on June 24, 25 and 26.

Inthe recent Lok Sabhapoll,
the Apni Party had extended
its support to Sagjad Lone in
Baramulla. Despite this, Engi-
neer Rashid, minnming as an
Independent candidate from
Tihar Jail, won from Baramul-
la. The Apni Party's support
for Lone did noteven help him
secure second position.

Hashid defeated NC's
Omar Abdullah by an
mmpressive margin of 2,04,142
votes, pgarnenng 4,72.4481
votes compared to Abdul-
lah's 2,68,339. Sajad Lone
ended up in the third place
with a total of 1,73.239 votes.
The Apni Party's move to
seek his melease 15 seen by
many as a reach-out attempt
by the party to Rashid.

Thousands of ndian workers lett..

FROM PAGE1

country. Wherever manage-
able, we are working on their
rehabilitation but those with-
out proper documents will
face deportation.”

Sources said 400 workers. a
majority of them from
Rajasthan, face deportation
due to reasons such as visa
expiry and lack of docu-
ments, Nearly 5,000 workers
from Rajasthan and 7.000
from Kerala and Andhra
Pradesh have approached
thewr state governments and
NGOs for assistance,

BEllowing the devastating
fire in Mangaf on June 12, the
Euwaiti  authorities  had
ordered evacuation of dilapi-
dated buildings. The power
supply to these overcrowded
builldings, flouting housing
norms, 15 reportedly being
snapped. A majority of these
buildings were inhabited by
Indian workers, who are now

fire: rents in the area trebled.
While there are over 50,000
workers from Pumjab and
Harvana in the Mangaf area,
they are not reaching out to
authorities for help, *T along
with around 100 men from
Punjab came here with great
difficulty and can't risk get-
ting caught amnd deported.
Our recrutment agent has
warned us against putting out
any video or speaking to any-
body. We send money home,
but have now been evicted
from our “unsafe” building.
We are paving a store canerto
sleep in his porch at night,”
gsal Daval Sinpgh (name
changed) from Bathinda.
*It's like iving in slums in
India. Eight of us hved
together in a room to cut
expenditure and send money
home. We are not educated
but somehow managed to get
here through agents. My
building owner has been

sides. With the high demand
for accommodation, the
rentals have hiked and are
unaffordable.” said Bakhtawar
Meena from Bainswara.

Meena's wife here has sold
off her jewellery to armnge
for her husband's stay in
Kuwait. She daims that he
cannot go to work leaving his
belongings on the street.

The Rajasthan government
15 in touch with the MEA over
the issue Kuwaithas a popula
tion of nead v 42 lakh, of which
21%0( 10 lakh)are Indians, com-
prising 305 of the workforce.
Indian carpenters, masons,
electrinans, construction
labourers, factory and domes-
tic workers and food delvery
agents constitute nearbya fifth
of Kiwait's wordone.

For years, the illegal conver-
sion of property spaces has
been a pervasive 1ssue in
Kuwait, Basement parking
areas have been transformed

Mannshifted...

FROM FUGE ]

other capable leaders”.
Everyone must follow the
party ine he added.

Warring took on the detrac-
tors who have been asking him
to allow somenne else to take
the responsibility of the Con-
press inPungab. “This has to be
decided by the party If the par-
ty feels appropnate that I
should giveup thatresponsibil-
ity, there 15 no pmoblem. I am
loyval to the Congress and
Rahul Gandhi. After God, 1

have full faith in Rahul. But if

asked to keep the responsibili-
ty, I will not say o, he said.
Admitting that keepin g senior
Punjab leaders united in the
run-up to the 2027 Assembly
elections was a challenge, he
expressed the confidence that
hewould be able to meetit, hav-
ing learned from the mistakes
made in the 2022 dections,
Ondissension inthe party, he
said that certain leaders who
have bigegos feel he wasnot
histening to them. “But I will
try my best that all are taken
into confidence and all deci-
sions are taken collectively.” he
gapd. “Tt's difficult to ensure
that no one speaks against the
party, or somebody would not
raise any issue on any plat-
form that could embarrass the
party.” he said adding: “Tt is
intemal democracy that all ows
keaders to speak their heart
out. It is a healthy sign. But the
party line has o be followed.”
For full inlerview, log on
Lo wwnwtribuneitndia.com

Alter 5 decades of dispute, construction
of Buddhist monastery begms in Kargil

ARJUN SHARMA

JAMMU, JUNE 23
Setting an example of com-
munal harmony in Ladakh,
the Muslim community has

welcomed the allotment of

land for the construction of a
Buddhist monastery in Mus-
lim-dominated Kargil The
land was entangled in a dis-
pute for over five decades.

A "bhumi pujan” (ground-
breaking ceremony Jwas held
for the ‘Gompa’ {monastery)
in the presence of social and
political leaders of the area
recently. Dunng his meeting
with L-G Brigadier BD
Mishra (Retd) on Sunday
Ladakh MP Haji Hanifa Jan
sal  the longpending
demand of the Buddhist com-
munity had been fulfilled as
land had been provided for
the construction of the Gom-
pa at Kurbathang in Kargil.

Hanifa said providing land

ool o

Community Elders and politicians at the gruund breaking
ceremony of the monastery in Kargil. TRIBUNE PHOTO

for the monastery at Kargil
demonstmated  communal
harmony in 1ts true sense.
Mushm leaders, induding
Mohd Jaffer Akhoon, who 1s
the Chief Executive Council-
lor of Kargl Hill Council, and
Kacho Mohd Beroz, executive
counallor of the counci,

along with Buddhast leaders
were present at the ceremony.

Akhoon said the step would
take communal harmony fur-
ther and Buddhist and Mus-
im communities would not
face any hindrance for devel-
opmental works in the region.
The construction of the Gom-

pa was lingering on for the
past five decades as locals
were earlier objecting to the
construction of a monastery
in old town area. However, a
deasion was taken to allot a
laind in Kurbathang (new
town area) through LAHDC,
Kargil, in 2022,

The controversy started
when the then povernment
had in 1960 modified the 1961
order regarding the constnic-
tion of a monastery in Kargil
town, stating that a structure
only for commeraal orresiden-
tial purpose could be built at
the site, Activist Sapad Karpih
said Ladakh's people had set
an example resobving a long-
standing issue through negoti-
ation. He wped the Ladakh
Buddhist Assocation to assist
mn the construction of an Imam
land for an Eidgah in Leh and
support the renovation of the
mosaque in Bodh Kharbu.

Duped by agents, 2 Punjab youths in Indonesian..

FROM PAGE 1
airport and made calls to
their familes narrating their
woes, They asked their fami-
hies to arranpe return tickets
for them.

Hawving received tickets on
WhatsApp, they called up

their families to tell that they
had obtained the boarding
passes. However, before they
could board the plane, they
were arrested by the Indone-
sianauthorities. The families
later came to know about
their arrest in a murder case.

After their arrest in Indone
gia, the Amntsar rural pohee
registered  separate  FIRs
apainst travel agents Charan-
Jit S3ingh Sodhi of Dehi and
sunny Kumar of Hoshiapur
However, the police have
failed to makeany arrest so far

Attari DSP  Sukhjinder
Singh Thapar said the
agprieved familes did not
have the address of Sodhi
Due to that reason, the police
had not been able to trace
him so far Sunny was
already in Indonesia, he said.

FROM PAGE 1

CBlHiles FIR, sends teams to Bihar, Gujarat..

isolated incidents” occumred
in a few states during the con-
duct of the exxarmination. “The
FIR states the NEET-UG 2024
was conducted by the NTA on
May 5 at 4.750 centres in 571
aties, including 14 cities
abroad, with over 23 lakh can-
didates appearing for the
exam. The complaint alleges
certain  isolated meidents
occurred in a few states,” the
CEBI said in a statement.

The Ministry of Education
has requested the CBI to con-
duct a comprehensve nvest-

gation into the entire gamut of
alleged imegularities, incdud-
ing conspiracy, cheating,
impersonation, breach of trust
and destruction of evidence
by candidates, mstitutes and
middiemen. The ministry has
also requested the CBI for an
mvestigation into the role of
public servants, if any, con-
nected with the conduct of the
examination and also into the
entie pamut of events and
the larger conspimacy,

The CBI is also investigat-
ing the UGC-NET exam

paper leak issue and had reg-
istered 4 ceriminal case
against unknown persons in
the case on June 20,

The allegations of irrepu lar-
ities sparked protests in sev-
eral states, Itigation and a
political slugfest, with the
opposition partes accusing
the government of toving
with the future of students.

Many  aspirants have
approached the Supreme
Court, seeking directions to
the CBI and ED to investigate
the alleged imegularities. The

18th Lok Sabhas 1st session begins..

petition has also sought a
direction to the Bihar Police
to expedite the investigation
in the case and file a report
before the apex court.

In a sepamte matter, the
Supreme  Court  sought

responses from the Centre,

NTA and others on vanous
petitions, mcluding  those
seeking cancellation of the
NEETUG 2024 and a court-
manitored investigation. The
SC also halted proceedings on
similar petitions in vanous
high courts, (With PTItnputs)

Kejriwal moves...

day, the ED moved an urgent
petition in the Delhi HC chal-
lenging the bail order A Single
Judge of the HC heand the
matter the same day.

After hearing both sides,
the Bench reserved its order
on the ED's application.
Vacation Judge Sudhir
Kumar Jain of the Delhi HC
ordered that tll the pmo-
nouncement of the order;, the
operation of the bail order
would stand staved. The
judge added that it would
take 2-3 days to pronounce
the oder — TNS

Paper leak trail leads cops...

being forced tosleepon mads.  fined for overcrowding. We  into warehouses, while showdowns, Mahtabwill be indude Congress’ K Suresh  with Mahtab among the police have seized the taxas
Meanwhile, workers are are now on the streets and pground-flooropenspaceshave admimistered the oath as and TMC's Sudip Ban- frontrunners. and arrested the dnvers.
daiming that they have been  looking for accommodation,”  been converted mmto housing Pro tem Speaker by the dopadhyay. On June 27, the President Dunng investigation, burnt
barred from sharing videos on said Surjit, a carpenter from  unitsand shops, all in the pur-  President on Monday, fol- Prime Minister Narendra will address both Houses of  question papers were found at
gocial media and are bang  Fatehabad in Haryana, suit of additional meome. lowing which he willadmin- Modi and top ministers will Parhament followed by adis-  theplay school. Thesewas ver-
threatened with amrests by their “The dectnaty supply to our Kuwait's Deputy Prime ister the cathto the panelof take cath among other new  cussionon her addressand a  ified with the origmal paper
agents. They turned to the bullding was cut without DMinisteris personallyleading MPs appointed to assisthim  MPs on the first two days.  reply to this debate by PM = provided to the police by the
Indian Embassy for atemative  notice. Homeless, we are now the drive to check the build-  during the oath-taking of On June 26, the Lok Sabha  Modi next week. The session  NTA on June 20, “We had also
accommodation as after the  using sleeping bags on mad-  ingshousing foreignworkers. new  MPs. These MPs  Speaker will be elected, willendonJuly 3. asked the NTA to provide

details of the booklet number
on the burnt paper and traced
it to Oasis School in Hazarib-
agh. We are questioning the
principal and teachers” the
official said, adding the EOQOU
might conduct brain map-
ping and narco-analysis test
on the six accused.
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Looking to add insult to injury

Near perfect India take on under pressure Australia in final Super 8 game

GROS ISLET, JUNE 23
India will be out to derail
Austraha’s T20 World Cup
campaign when they take
on their shocked and
under-pressure opponents
in their final Super 8 game
here tomorrow,

A third straight win for
India will not only make
them the group toppers and
send them to the semifi-
nals, it will also substantial-
ly threaten Australia's
chances of progressing
through to the semifinals
following the unexpected
loss to Afghanistan.

Australia don't have the
destiny in their own hands
and will be keenly tracking
Afrhanistan’s final pame
against Bangladesh.

India, who have had to
endure heart-breaking
defeats at the hands of
Australia 1in major ICC
events, would like to see a
pre-mature exit of their
strong rivals.

On fine-tuning their
game ahead of the knock-
outs, India don't need to
do much having ticked all
boxes in their back-to-back
wins against Afghanistan
and Bangladesh.

Both Rohit and Virat Kohli
playved innings of substance
apainst Afghanistan, while
Shivam Dube, who had not
been able to perform his
role, answered his crities
with a crucial knock.

Rishabh Pant has been get-
ting dismissed off reverse
hit often and it is something
he would like to correct. The
biggest positive for India in

BRIEFLY

LAGOS (NIGERIA)
Sreeja wins double gold

in WTT Contender

Paris Olympics-bound Sreeja
Akula became the first
Indian paddler towin a WTT
Contender Singles title when
she defeated Ding Yijie of
China 4-1in the final. Sreeja
also returned with a second
gold as she along with
Archana Kamath got the
better of compatriots Diva
Chitale and Yashaswini
Ghorpade 3-0(11-911-6 12-
10} in the women's doubles
as India ended their
campaign with three gold
and one silver.

SANTA CLARA [LISA)

Venezuela edge out 10-man
Ecuador in Copa America
Venezuelastruck twice in the
space of 10 minutes in the
second half to come from
behind and earn a 2-1 victory
over Ecuador inthe Copa
America on Saturday, getting
their Group B campaign off to
awinning start. Mexico
scraped out a 1-0 victory over
Jamaica in their Group B
opener in Houston, but their
joy &t making awinning start
was tempered by what
appearedto be a potentially
tournamem-ending injury to
captain Edson Alvarez.

HALLE

Sinner beats Hurkacz to win
firsttitle on grass

ltalian world Mo, 1Jannik
Sinner won his first grasscourt
title by edging his doubles
partner Hubert Hurkacz 7-6(8)
7-6(2) inthe Halle Openfinal.
The win marks the 22vear-old
Australian Open champion's
14th singles career title.
Jessica Pegula knocked out
top seed and fellow American
Coco Gauff 7-5 7-6{2) ina rain-
interrupted semifinal clash
andwenton to beat Anna
Kalinskaya 6-7(0) 6-4 7-6(3) in
the finalto win the Berlin
Open. AGENCIES

TODAY ON TV

T20 WORLD CUP
WEST INDIES V5 SOUTH AFRICA GAM
INDIA VS AUSTRALIA 8PM
STAR SPORTS

EUROS
SPAIN VS ALBANIA
CROATIAVS ITALY

SONY SPORTS 12:30AM (TUE)

SPORT
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Kuldeep Yadav has taken little time to come up with match-wining contributions. am

India's win-loss record against
Australia in T20s. The head-to-
head record in the T20 World
Cupis 3-2in India's favour

=

Overall, we were

clever with the
bat and we used the
conditions really well
with the ball. Only one
player got fifty but we
still got to 196. In T20,
you don't need that
many 50s or 100s.

Rohit Shama, mim e

For any spinner around the
globe, the length matters a
lot. And especially in this
format, you have to read
what the batter is trying to
do, be more aggressive.
When they try to attack
you, if you have a proper
plan and you are bowling
better lengths, you have
maximum chances of
getting the batter out.
Kuldeep Yadav

this tournament has been
the all-round effort of
Hardik Pandva. who
has now come to the
party with the bat to
complement his
incisive spells.
Euldeep Yadav has taken
little time to come up with
match-wining contributions
and hewould be relied on for
wickets in the middle overs,
With the team plaving
three Super 8 games with as
many days of travel in

wl:ll-:!'...tl CupP

between, the management
will be tempted to
rotate players but is
unlikely to do so.
India, who arrived in
Saint Lucia on Satur-
day night, chose not
to train ahead of the Aus-
tralia game considering the
hectic travel involred.

Smart batting

India have found their bat-
ting template for the World
Cup, skipper Rohit said

Recurve archers win
two bronze eda]s

Bhajan and Dhirgj won the mixed team bronze. woRLD ARCHERY

ARCHERY WORLD CUP

ANTALYA, JUNE 23
Recurve archer Dhiraj Bom-
madevara secured two
bronze medals — one In
individual and another in
mixed team with Bhajan
Kaur — as India ended their
campaign with four medals
in the World Cup Stage 3.
India could have added
another but Ankita Bhakat,
eveing a malden World Cup
medal, narrowly Iost her
semifinal to eventual gold

medalist and top seed Yang
Kiaolei of China. She eventu-
ally ended up losing her
bronze medal mateh as well,

The third-seeded mied
teamn of Dhiraj and Bhajan
produced an excellent per-
formance to rally past Mexico
5-a (30-38, 40-39, 38-37. 38-38)
and clinch a bronze.

Dhiraj, whoquahfied asNo.
3 seed, added another in the
individual section when he
defeated ninth-seeded Marco
Nespoli of Ttaly 7-3 (28-27, 29-
23, 27-28. 28-28. 30-29). — PT1

after the team beat
Bangladesh. A string of
attacking cameos powered
India to their highest total
in what has been a low-scor-
ing tournament so far.
“[thought we played really
well today, adapted to the
conditions,” Hohit said.
“Oherall, we were clever with
the bat and we used the con-
ditions really well with the
ball. Only one player got fifty
butwe still pot to 196. In T20,
yvou don't need that many

Alsor 100s. You can put pres-
sure onthe oppositioninoth-
er ways. And all our batters
trned to dothat from the start.
That's how we want to play
gomg forward., of course
while respecting the condi-
tions too,” he added.

“We have a lot of experi-
ence in our squad and I back
the players to make those
decisions, With Hardik in
form, that puts us in very
good stead gomng forward,”
Rohit sad. — Apenaes

Stun Ozto

avenge ODIWC
|0SS, keep semis
hopes alive

KIN GSTOWN, JUNE 23
Rahmanullah Gurbaz and
Ibrahim Zadran shared an
opening stand of 118
before Gulbadin Naib took
over to drive Afghanistan
to a 21-run win over Aus-
tralia and keep alive their
hopes of reaching the T20
World Cup semifinals.

A win for Australia would
have sent the 2021 champi-
ons and India into the last-
four, but even a second
hat-trick in as many
matches from Pat Cum-
ming was not enough to
keep their unbeaten record
at the tournament intact.

Half-centuries from
Gurbaz and Jadran
helped the Afghans rack
up 148/6 in their 20 overs,
before their bowlers dis-
missed the Australians for
127 on a tricky track.

Naib, who was named the
Player of the Match, claimed
420 and Naveen-ul-Hag
bagred 3720, but 1t was the
third century partnership of
the tournament from Gurbaz
and Zadran that laid the
foundation for a win that also
kept Banpladesh alive.

Rashid can finally sleep
Afphanistan captain Rashid
EKhan can finally look for-
ward to sleeping better after
avenging last year's loss to
Australia in the 5H0-overs
World Cup. Cramped-up
Glenn Maxwell's incredible
double-century helped Aus-
traha snatch wvictory from
the jaws of defeat in Novem-
ber, leading to Afghanistan
falling just short of qualify-
mg for the semifinals.

Smriti misses third ton
but India complete sweep

BENGALURU, JUNE 23
smriti Mandhana waltzed to
a characteristically elegant
O0toform the crux of India’s
six-wicket win in the third
and final women's ODI
against South Africa. mark-
g their 3-0 series sweep.

Mandhana, whose innings
came off 83 balls, had effi-
clent support casts in
shafali Verma (25), Priva
Punia (28) and Harman-
preet Kaur (42) as India
went past the target of 216
without exerting them-
selves much.

The hosts made 220/4 in
404 overs after South
Africa were restricted to an
underwhelming 215/8
despite skipper Laura
Wolvaardt's solid 61.

Though she failed to
make a third hundred on
the bounce, the knock
underlined the way Mand-
hana dominated this ODI
geries, scoring 343 runs at

De Bruyne leads from front
to get Belgium firing again

b

COLDGNE, JUNE 23
Belpium's fearsome forward
line needed only 73 seconds
to finally come alive at Euro
2024 on Saturday but almost
80 minutes later they were
still trying to delrver the
knockout blow on Romania,
Then the masterful Kevin
De Bruyne took matters into
hisz o hands wiath his 28th
goal for his country to totally
change the feel of the night.
A granite-jawed Romania
side had absorbed the kind of
first-half pummelling that
would have seen the towel
being lobbed into the ring
had it been a boxing match.
Edward Iordanescu's men
were rocking when recalled
Your: Tielemans blasted Bel-
giim in front m the second
minute but somehow staved
on ther feet, repelling mid
after Belgpium rad as De
Bruyne conducted the
attacking ensemble.

W T e S e T

Kevin De Bruyne sealed Belgium's win with a poacher'sgoal. rREuTERS

When Romelu Lukaku
fired home from De
Bruyne's stunning pass just
past the hour, only for VAR to
deny him for the third time n
two games, Belgum's rau-
cous fans must have feared
the worst. They were spared

an agonismg dimax thouph
as De Bruyne turned poacher
supreme — racing on to an
old-fashioned hoof forward
from keeper Koen Casteels
and burying a dinical shot
past Florin Nita to seal a pre-
cious three points. —HReuters
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Mandhana scored 343 runs at an average of 114 intheseries. Fm

an average of 114 .33.

The 2T-vear-old was once
again composed in the mid-
dle, and played some typical-
by praceful shots amund.

Earlier, the Indian bowlers
showed an unbending will to
restrict South Africa to 215

‘Pitch invaders
security concern’

DORTMUND: Portugal boss
Robert Martinez expressed
concerns about players' secu-
rity after several spectators
got onto the pitchto seek a
salfie with Cristiano Ronaldo
during and immediately after
Portugal's 3-0 win over Turkey
on Saturday. Portugal captain
Ronaldo posed fora selfie
with a young boy with around
20 minutes left to play, but
five others later made it on to
the pitch in an apparent
attempt to take a picture with
avisibly unhappy Ronaldao.
Man of the Match Bernardo
Silva brushed off the inci-
dents, saying itwas "the price
we pay for being so recog-
nised inthe world of football
and having a player like hirm
{Ronaldo)with us". Martinez,
however, said the pitch inva-
sions left the players exposed
and should have been pre-
wernted by security staff. “It's a
concern because today we
were lucky that the intentions
of the fans were good,” he
said. "...but you can under-
stand that there is a very, very
difficult moment if those
intentions are wrong."” rReuTERs

after the visitors mced to 102
without loss in 19.5 overs.
Brief scores: South Africa:
2158 m 50 overs (Wolvaamdt
61, Bnts 38; Deepti 227, Red-
dy 2/36); India: 220/4 in 404
overs (Mandhana 90, Har-
manpreet 42), — PT1
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Alfghan avengers

Itis Afghanistan's first win
against Australia in six
attempts. They lost all previous
meetings against Australia,
including four in ODIs

[brahim Ladran became the

first pair to stitch three century

partnerships for any wicket in
aT20l series or tournament

It's a big
moment for our
nation and our people.
| have no words, but
thanks to the fans who
supported us.
Gulbadin Naib, PLaves 0F THE MATCH

Pat Cummins became the first

player to take two hat-tricks in

T20 World Cups. He is alsathe
first to bag hat-tricks in
successive T20 matches

“I can sleep better now, 1
think,” Khan said. *That
game kept coming in my
mind .. Maxi, the way he
plaved that night, took the
game away from us and I
didn't sleep the whole might.

Tonight, because of the hap-
piness [ won't be able to
sleep. That's how happy the
whole team 15 and the whole
country i1s. It's a massive
win for us, as a team, as a
nation.” — Reuters

Bajrangs lawyer calls
suspension arbitrary

VINAYAK PADMADEO

NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

A day after the NADA provi-
sionally suspended Bajrang
Punia for the second time in
two months, his lawver has
called the fresh notice arbi-
traryv. Bajrang has been
asked to respond to the lat-
est suspension by July 11.

Bajrang's counsel Vidhus-
phat Singhama, who was
mstrumental in getting his
provisional sUspension
revoked last month after the
anti-doping disciphnary
panel (ADDP) deemed that
the NADA had erred in not
formally charging Bajrang,
said the fresh notice was
strange as his replies are all
available on record.

“While Bajrang 151n receipt
of the NADA notice suspend-
ing him again and asking for
his mesponse, it 15 quite
gstrange that they, despite ath-
lete submission being avail-
able on record with NADA

have chosen not only to
iFnore it, but unlike any qua-
gsi-judicial authority, even to
comment on its merit while
again imposing the prov-
sional suspension. This con-
duect of NADA is arbitrary,”
Singhania told The Trnbune.

Asked when a response 1s
likely to be filed for the latest
s spension, he said thatthey
would do it soon. *Like I had
said our response s all there
but now perhaps all those
replies have to be compiled
as one. We will file the reply
very soon,” he added.

In March, Bajrang had
refused to comply with the
dope collection officer stat-
ing that NADA was vet to
respond to his earber charge
of expired sample collee-
tion kits. The dope collec-
tor officer's report had
stated that the Olympies
medallist left despite being
told that the refusal would
lead to a notice for anti-
doping rule violations.

made it on tothe pitch in anapparent attempt to take a picture with avisibly unhappy Ronaldo. reuters
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Jaishankar, Puri pay
tribute to Kanishka
bombing victims

NEW DELHI, JUNE 23
Union Ministers S Jaishankar
and Hardeep Singh Pun paid
homage to over 300 victims of
the Air India ‘Kanishka' flight
bombing  commemorating the
ath anniversary of the temror-
ist attack on Sunday:. In a post
on X, Extemal Affairs Minister
Jaishankar exgressed his con-
dolences, stating, “Today
marks the 30th anniversary of
one of the worst acts of terror-
ism in history. Pay my homage
to the memory of the 320 vic-
timsof Al 182 Kanishka' who
were killed on thas day in 1985,
My thoughts are with their
families, The anniversary is a
reminder why temronsm
should never be tolerated.”
Hardeep Smpgh Pun, Union
Minister for Petroleum and
Natural Gas, also took to X,
shanng images of his tribute.
He remarked, “My homage to
329 victims of Air India ‘Kan-

1shka' Flight 182. This das-
tardly bombing on 23 June
1985 remains one of the most
reprehensible acts of temror
committed agamst India (=c).”

EAM in UAE for bilateral talks
The EAM on Sunday armved in
Abu Dhahi to hold wade-ranging
talkes with his United Arb Emi-
rates counterpart Abdullah bin
Zayved AlNahyan, Hevisited the
wonic BAPS Hindu Mandir in
Abu Dhabi before the meeting
with Al Nahvan, where the two
leaders are eapected to deliber-
ate on the overall situation 1n
(Gaza besides bilateral relations,

“Blessed to visit the BAPS
today Avisible symbol of Tndu
UAE fendship, tradiatesa pos
itvemessage tothewordd andis
a true cultural bridee between
our two countnes,” Jaishankar
posted onX soon after thevisitto

thetemple. — Agencies

Union Minister Hardee p Singh Puri pays tribute to the victims.

Suraj Revanna

heldforalleged
sexualabuse of
party worker

KARNATAKA, JUNE23
JD{S) MLC Suraj Revanna —
the brother of former MP Pra-
mwal Revanna who is facing
allegations of sescually abusing
several women —was amested
on Sunday on charges of
“unnatural offences” aganst
him, police sources said.

Hewas booked on Saturday
for allegedly sexually abus-
ing a party worker a few days
ago and has been booked
under different sections of
the IPC. including “unnatu-
ral offences”. Suraj was ques-
tioned at CEN police station
here overnight, before hewas
arrested, the sources said.

A 27 vear-old man had com-
plained to the policethat Sur)
Bevanna, the eldest son of
Holenarasipuma MLA HD
Bevanna, sexually abused
him at his farmhouse in Ghan-
nikada on June 16, Based on
the complaint, the Hole-
narasipura pobice registered a
case against the JONS) MLC.
He has been sent to 14-day
judicial custody. —PTI1

Sitharaman demands CBI
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Upgrade ﬂoodwarnmg system: Shahto officials

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

N EW DELHI, JUNE 23
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Sunday directed
the India Meteorologieal
Department (IMD) and the
Central Water Commission
(CWC) to complete the
process of recalibrating all
equipment used in flood
forecast and said efforts
should be made to upgrade
forecast system of water lev-
els of rivers for enhanced
flood manapgement.

Shah, in a high-level meet-
ing with officials from Jal
Shakti, Earth Srlence
Department. Environment,
Railways, road transport
highways, also reviewed the
preparations to deal with
Glacial Lake Outburst Flood
{GLOF) which was the major
reason  behind flonds 1In
Himachal Pradesh last yvear

Owver 30 people have died in
Aszzam due to floods.

Officials have also been
instructed to conduct a
detailed study of the recent
floods i Sikkim and
Manipur and submit a report
to the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA). Shah also
directed them to ensure that
flondgates of all major dams
are in good condition. In the
meeting, he said the flood
monitoring centres of the
CWC should be in accordance

with our requirements and of

international standards.

He alsoreviewed long-term
measures to formulate a come
prehensive and far-reaching
policy to mitigate the menace
of floods in the country.

Shah emphasised on opti

Home Minister Amit Shah chairs

a meeting in Mew Delhi; and
{right) a view after a cloudburst
in ltanagar on Sunday. FTimm

SUGGESTS USE OF
ISRO DATA

IThe Unlnn Hnme Mlnlster
sald at least 50 large ponds
should be created in the
northeast to divertwater of
the Bahmaputrato help tack-

lefloods and promoteagricul- |

ture, irrigation and tourism

BShah also emphasised on
optimurm use of satellite
Imagery provided by the
Indian Space Research
Organisation {ISRO for flood
and water management

mum use of satellite imagery
provided by the Indian Space
Research Organisation
(ISEO) for flood and water
manage ment. “Non-perenni-
al rivers are pmone to more
goil erosion and siltation,
resulting in floods. Efforts
should be made to upgrade
the forecast system of water
level of rivers for better flood
management,” Shah said.
He said natural drainage
systems should be anintegral

part of the designs of road
construction to deal with
inundation of mads.

In order to avert flooding
in the northeast regions,
Shah saud at least 50 larpe
ponds should be construet-
ed so that the water of the
Brahmaputra could be
diverted and stored in those
ponds, He said this will help
in developing agnculture,
irrigation and tourism in
those areas at a low cost and

also help mn tackling the

floods, and it will eventually

benefit the local economy.
Instructions have also

been grven to the officials of

the National Disaster Man-
agement Authority (NDMA)
and the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate
Change (MoEFCC) to take
appropriate precauticonary
measures to prevent ina-

dents of forest fire.
Tttamkhand and Andhra

Hat-trick for Pushpak: RLV aces final landing
test, paves way for orbital re-entry missions

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

KEW DELHI, JUNE 23
The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISR
achieved its third consecu-
tive suceess in the Reusable
Launch Vehicdle (RLV) Land-
ing Expenment (LEX) today.
The third and final test in the
series of LEX was conducted
this morning at the Aeronau-
tical Test Range (ATR)in Chi-
tradurga, Karnatalka.

The RLV LEX-03. which fol-
lowed the RLV LEX-01 and
LEX-02 missions, re-demon-
strated the automomous land-
mg capahibty of the RLV
under more challenging
release conditions than LEX
02 {eross range of 500 m
against 150 m for LEX-02 and
more severe wind conditions).

The winged vehicle, named
Pushpak’, was released from
an Indian Air Foree Chinook

Helicopter at an altitude of

over four km. From a release
point 4.5 km away from the
FLLITWEY, Pushpak

probeinto hooch tragedy

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JUNE 23
Union Finance Minister Nir-
rnala Sitharaman on Sunday
condemned the Tanul Nadu
hooch tragedy and asked why
the Congress, the ruling DMK s
ally, was silent on the issue.,

She also demanded a CBI
probe mto the tragedy in
which 56 people have died
and over 200 people are in
hospital in a oritical stage.
Most of the deceased are
from the Scheduled Caste,
Sitharaman said today:

“I am shocked by the inci-
dent, I condemn the incddent.
But I am even more shocked
that the Congress has not

uttered a word against this
In a state which doesn't have
prohibition, where licensed
liquor is available from shops
which are run by the govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu, called
*Tasmac'. Despite this, illieat
and oompletely chemical
liquer is served to people in
the heat of the city in
Kallakurichi,” the FM said.

Sithamaman also targeted
Mallikarjun Eharpe and Rahul
Congress president Mallikar
jun Kharge and Rahul Gand-
hi? Don't they have any sym-
pathy for the people Inving in
Tamil Nadu?  she asked
demanding the matter to be
referred to the CEL
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ISRO's Reusahle Launch Vehicle (RLV) Pushpak during its landing test on Sunday. rmi

autonomaously executed oross-
range correction manoeuvres,
appmached the runway and
performed aprease horizontal
landing at the designated
place on the nuimway.

Due tothe vehide's low Lift-
to-drag ratio aerodynamic
configuration, the anding
veloeit v exceeded 320 kmph,

13-yr-old sent
bombthreat
email ‘for fun’

NEW DELHI, JUNE 23
The Delhi Police on Sunday
apprehended a 13-year-old
boy for alle pedly sending an
email to the Delhi Aimport
falsely claiming that a bomb
had been planted in a Dubai-
bound flight.

Police officials said the boy
had sent the mail “just for
fun” after being influenced by
the news of another teenager
who made a hoax bomb threat
call a few days ago.

The inadent occurred on
Monday when a complaint
was registered regarding a
bomb threat on a Dubaik
bound flight on June 18, the
official added.

Deputy Commissioner of

Police (IGI Amrport) Usha
Ranpgnani said, *The boy told
the police team that his par-
ents had grven a mobile to
him for study pumposes
through which he sent the
email and later deleted his
D" —TNS

compared to 260 kmph for a
commercial aireraft and 230
kmph for a fighter aireraft.
After touchdown, the vehicle
veloeity was reduced to near-
by 100 kmph using its bmake
parachute, after which the
landing gear brakes were
emploved for reduction in
speed and commngtoa halt on

CHHATRAPATI SAME HAJINAGAR,
JUNE 23

An intricate and detailed
‘Sheshshayi Vishnu' sculp-
ture has been found during
excavation work carried out
by the ASI in Sindkhed
Rajatown in Maharashtra's
Buldhana distriet, an offi-
cial said on Sunday.

It was found at a depth of
2.5 metres when a team of
experts, during the conserva-
tion work of Lakhuyg Jad-
havrao's Chhatri, spotted
some stone alipnments and
then reached a temple base on
further digging, Superinten-
dent Archaeologist of Nagpur
Circle Arun Malik told PTT.

“After the sabha mandap
wis exposed. we decided to
check the depth of the tem-
ple, during which we found
a sculpture of Foddess Lax-
mi. Later, a huge sculpture
of Sheshshayi Vishnu in its
entirety was revealed. It is
1.70 metres in length and 1
metre in height. The width
of the sculpture's base,
which is yvet to be exposed,

the runway.

Pushpak utilises its nudder
and nose wheel steering sys-
tem to autonomously main-
tain a stable and precse
ground roll along the runway:

The mission simulated the
approach and landing inter-
face and high-speed landing
conditions for a wehicle

returning from space, reaf-
firming ISR0's expertise in
acquinng the most critical
technologies required for the
development ofan RLV

Through this mission. the
advanced puldance algo-
rithm needed for longitudi-
nal and lateral plane ermor
corrections, which 15 essen-
tial for the future orbital re-
entry mission, has been vali-
dated. The RLV-LEX uses
multi-sensor fusion, includ-
mg inertial sensor, radar
altimeter, flush air data sys-
tem, pseudolite system and
NavIC. ISRO Charman S
Somanath conpratulated the
team forther efforts in main-
taining the success streak In
such complex missions.

Space Congress from June 26
Policvmakers, administrators
of space agencies from differ-
ent countries, and entrepre-
neurs would gather here for
the three-day India Space
Congress that wall begin firom
Wednesday, — PT1

Thesculpture DfShEshshaw Vishnu unearthedin Maha rashtra Tl

may be 30 centimetres,”
Malik said.

"It is made up of a chlarite
schist rock. Such sculptures

were carved i south India
(Hovsalas). It is of Vishnu
reclining on Shesha Naga
and pgoddess Laxmi mas-

Pradesh have recorded more
than 1,000 incidents of forest
fires since Mamh, He direct-
ed the officials to create fire
lines, remove dry leaves and
condut mock drills from
time to time with local resi-
dents and forest personnel.
The NDMA has been
mstructed to prepare a
detailed manual to deal with
maidents of forest fires.

shah also emphasised on
the need to integrate weather,

rainfall and flood warning
related apps devdoped by var-

s departments so that their
benefits could reach the tar-

geted population. He directed
that the IMD's alerts regard-
ng lightning strikes should
be disseminated to the public
on time through SMS, TV FiM
radio and other mediums.

Cloudburst in ltanagar
triggers landslides
MANAGAR: A cloudburst on
Sunday morning triggered
several landshdes and a
flood-like situation n Itana-
gar, officials said.

Though Arunachal Pradesh
has been witnessing heavy
rains over the last few weelks,
the situation improved in the
past two days. Also, there was
no forecast for rain on Sun-
day, they said.

Eollowing the cloudburst,
which happened around
10.30 am, landslides were
reported from various parts
of tanagar and its adjoming
areas, while a flood-like situa-
tion was witnessed in several
stretches of the NH-415, an
official of the Disaster Man-
agement Department said.

Many vehides were strand-
ed on the highway, the life-
line for people of the state
capital, he said,

The district administration
asked people not to venture
mto rivers and landshde-
prome  areas. People were
advised to move to safer
places in view of the heavy
rains, officials said.

The district administration
has set up seven designated
places as relief camps, they
said. — PTI

Japan sanctions Indian
firm over Russia links

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JUNE 23
The Indian company that has
been sanctioned by Japan for
allegedly wviolating western
sanctions on Russia is S5i2
Microsystems Private Limit-
ed. The firm is based in Ben-
galuru. It desipnsand assem-
bles integrated circuits for
use n commercial, military
and space industries.

Japan had announced its
mtention at the mid-June
G20 meet m Italy to sanchion
companies from at least four
countries, meluding India.
over the Ukraine conflict
is5ue. Two days ago the Japan
Foreign Office said Tokyo
was sanctioning 11 compa-
nies from five countries.
Sources said most of these
companies were sanctioned
by the European Union in
February.

Japan opted for the US line
of allits alhes unitedly impos-
ng sanctions on companies
that conduct technology
trade with Russia. Tokyo said

Vishnusculpture found in Maharashtra

saging his feet while sitting
on a cushion. Samudraman-
thana is depicted in this
sculpture and jewels of
samudramanthana like
Ashwa, Amravat are also
seen on the panel,” he said.

The detailed and meticu-
lously carved panel show-
ing Dashavatara, Samudra-
manthana and Lord Vishnu
reclining is the peculiarity
of this sculpture, he added.

Ieonography expert Saili
Palande-Datar said the rock
15 schist stone, which is soft
a8 compared to locally
found basalt rock.

“Such  sculptures were
found in Marathwada earli-
er but they were in basalt
rock. The sculpture of the
donor couple (between
Sheshnaag and Samudra-
manthan) is also carved
prominently on this panel,
which 15 its peculiarity. In
the future, when an art
museim is established in
Maharashtra, this sculpture
will be one of its master-
pieces,” she said. — PTI

BASED IN BENGALURU

The firm is based in Ben-
galuru. Japan had
announced its intention
at the mid-lune G20
meet in [taly to sanction
companies from at least
four countries, ineluding
India, over the Ukraine
conflict issue,

the other 10 companies are
from China, the UAE, Uzbek-

Japan had last mmposed
sanctions on  government
entities after India conducted
the 1993 nuclear tests. These
were pradually hifted and
both sides even signed a civil-
nuclear deal.

Reports said =2 Microsys-
tems worked for ISRO, GE
and IBM. They added the
firm had partnership with the
Minustry of Electronies and
IT and the IITMadras to
develop high-end chips.

Japan and India are part of
the Quad alliance along with
the US and Austrlia.

Punjab, Bengal
with Indiadue

to Mookerjee’s
efforts: Nadda

NEW DELHI, JUNE 23
BJP president JP Nadda on
Sunday said Punjab and Ben-
gal were part of India due to
the efforts made by late
BharatiyvaJana Sangh founder
Svama Prasad Mooker ee,

Remembering the Jana
sangh stahwart on his death
anniversary, Nadda sad the
Muslim League had made up
its mind to claim entire Pun-
jab and Bengal at the time of
Partition. “It was Dr Mooker-
jee and his public campaigns
that ensured Pumjab and
Bengal stayed with India.”

Nadda sakd Mookerjee's
mother had urged then Pnme
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru to
orderaprobe into herson's sus-
picious death in podice custody
while he was tounng to oppose
Article 370 and permit system
mn Jammu and Kashmir “No
probe was ardered. This shows
the level of democracy in those
days," he said. —TNS



