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The Voice of a Changing Region

Israel bombards Gaza in last
push to capture all of Rafah

*City pounded from land, sea and air ®Close-quarter combat with Hamas fighters

Arabh News ¢

Al least 38 Palestinians
died on Friday as Israeli
forces pounded Ralfah in
sonthern Gaza anid foughi
close-guarter battles with
Hamas milltants.

gaid the
Lrying

Palestinkan  residents
[sraclis appeared to e
o complete
Hafah, which borders Egypt and
his been the focus of an Tsewell
ansaull sance early Mag

Tanks foroed their way inlo

westerm and northern parts of

the city, having already capiured
thie easd, soith amnd cernter. Isreels
[orces il from planes, lanks
and ships off the coast, forcing a
mewy wWave ol digsplacemeent.

People i Rafah said the pace of

the Isrmacli offensive had acoeler

ated and explosions and zunfire
idicating ferce fAzhiing had

DTy almost son-stap,

“"Last nighl
worst nights in western Hafah,
drones, planes, tanks, amnd naval
boats bombarded the area. We
[ee] Thae
complete the corntral of the city,”
st Hatem, 45 "They are taking
ey &1 ikes from the resistance

wies one ol the
OECLIPENONn 1= IFYVINE [0

lighiers, witnch may be slowing
them down.”

At least 18 Palestinians werne
killed in Mawasi in western Rafah
ik shell bie a tent
housig dispdaced lamiles, [TKrmed
saicl il was imvestigating the stnke

Rafah Mayor Ahmed Al-Sofi
s
[sraell military operations. The
Iy lives I||r||||_:'.|1 a4 umanilarsan

Brief

REFUGEES BACKED

Saudi Arabia has reaffirned
its support for refupecs and
displaced persons. P&

BRAIN DRAIN

A waming has been sounded by
sri Lankas largest trade unlon
ol eboctors aboast o wave
i & brain drain amoag
micilical professionals. P8

— INVESTMENT

Significant investment i
feechec] to unlock the potential
| 400 gmigawatts of offshore wind
energy in the Middle East and
Marth Alnca, PN

when an 1sracls 1

their capture of

['hie entire city s an area of

i

&,

Amtl-govermmmant protesters gathes naar the residence of the larasll prime miclster I/ Jeruaalem durdng & rally calling Tor early elections, AFF

FASTFACT
Armenia said it would
recognize a Palestinian state,
prompting lsrae| to summon
its ambassador for what the
Fnreign- Hini:‘l:r:,r described

s & ‘severs reprimand.’

catastrophe and people are dying
inside their tents because of the
sracl] hombardment.”

There was oo medical Facilly
unctioning m  the city and
the remaining residents and
displaced families lacked the
misimum datly needs of food and
waler, the mayor sald,

In mearby Khan Younis, an
lsracli air strike on  Friday
killed three people, Including a
Further norih,
Israch forces contmuoesd a new
push back into some Gaza City
suburba, where they fousht with
Harmas militants.

Fiye

father and =oam,

e died in an T=rael

girstrike in the cty, and rescuae
teams searched the rubble o
In the
an Isaeh adrsinke o

MESNNE VIS |.|r'.||:||[|
Beaich Cifmip,

a fogse killed o least seven poople

* Rolated reports |
= Opinlen: Hussain
Abeful-Hussaln

SincE 1975

President
vote will
make no
difference,
Iranians say

Arnt News

A weck before they go to the polls,
few [ranians belicve electing a new
presicdent will address the economie
harcdships they fuce every day

“Thesy promnise chamge, bul won’
diomuch,” said Hamid Habebi, 54, a
shiyp owmeer in the Grand Bazaar in
‘Tehran. “I've waiched the dehates
and campaigns. They speak
beantifully but need to back
thelr words with action.”

Fariha, 30, who runs an anlim
he economic situa-
tion is deteriorating daily, and
I dont foresee any improve
ments Kegardless of who wins,
CAE Hves won't change.”

siore, saick:

Ot Jume 28, volers willl choose
from six camdidates to sucoesd
Ebrahim HRaisi, who died in a
hehoogder crash, The cancidsles
have taken part i two dobates, in
which cach pledged to tackle the
financial challenges affecting  th
coiapry’s 85 million people,

Irn’s Cruarcan
approved the six candidates after
disqualifyving most moderates and
reformists.  Leading contenders
include conservative |_:-:|I|.|:||:||-|'I:|-

Crdiniel

LHig} :'-.|||-.'1|l.|-| nohammad Barher
Crhalibaf, nliraconservative
formser ninclear T ETH ERLO Saree
Jakill, anc the “reformisy”
canchdate, Masourd Pezeshkian,

“There's hardly any differences
between the six™ said Jowz,
a Glyear-old housewife, “One
canfod say any of them belangs
to a different group.”

suprems Leader Avatollah Al
Khamened has wreed a hisgh voter
tumout. In the 2021 election,
EREFTIC a0 Wik uncer 50 percenl

walie

Heavy metal hijabis set to take Glastonbury by storm

Three-woman band from Indonesia will perform at legendary English music festival

Sheany Yoauko Lal
There will be Coldpiay, There
will be Dua Lipa. There will be
Cymcl Lauper, And there wdill
e Valce of Baceprol — a three-
woman group of heavy melal
hjjabis from Indonesia who
are set to take next weekend's
Crlastonbury music festival in
soithwest England by storm

The barwl — il riamee menns
“anmovingly nogsy” in their native
Sk S MO ETeE— were o] Pl
[0} vears agpo when lesd singer ancd

puitarist Firda “Marsya” Kurnia
met drummer Euis Sit Adsyah
and bassist Widi Rahmawati af
an Islamic boarding school in
Crarud, West Java

Now in thed |':||'I:.' EWerties
thiy heen  overcoming
prejudice and shattering stereo
tyvpes about Muslims and 1slam
“We try to introduce the other
shile that I closer o the iruith™

have

Marsva saml

"We certainly feel excited and
proud, especially after finding
it that we are godng (o be the

The growp have toured Europs
and the US, and relansaed theair
debut alfbum lnst yeor.

first Indonesian musicians to
perform at Glastonbury, It will
also be our first performance in
the URS

The group have toured Eurcpe
andd the 115,
cletadd album last vear with bvmics
that address issues from gender
inequality to climate change.

W canre atourd what's
aAroumd us, that's winy

nnd peleased thei

fappening
wee make a lol o =ones absod
what we ourselves experience,
see, and hear. We only want the

waorld that we live 1 o become

a better pdace for the penerations
after us,” Marsya said,

Yoice of Baceprot will take to
the Woondsies stape at Glaston
bury on June 25,
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Many of the leading businesses have
Bookied thedr stands for the World
Defense Show 2026 in Rivadh.

Andrew Pearoeay
CEC aff 1ha Wioild Defaman Shiirs

RSA

foday

l‘r’ﬁ'

Madinah
Musecum

The International Fadr ansd Musem
o the Prophiets Baograply and
[=lamnic Civilizaton offers an insight
into the life and legacy of Prophet
Muhammad, peace be wpon him,
and explores thee rich history

of Islamic civilization, set amicl
bBeautifully lindscaped sardemns and
architecturally stunming build-

(rges, Vistl welcoamesatichi, com.

Asoor

Al-Habala Park

EFaY Peapramic Vs, cabde car
ridhes, lush greenery with hidkden
waterfalls, camping opportum
ties, play areas for children, and

a variety of dining options for
Farmilies seeking both trancguilit
and adveniure,

kit

Jeddah
Cruise day

Ernbark on a sunset cruise aboand
the Shorouk Sal in Obhor Bay, amd
EFMY stunsel views, luxry ament-

tiess, o] spectacular sighisesdng
opporiunities. Yisit platinumlist.
nicd, for more information.

Riyadh

Fight Night

Mixed martial arts organization
LI'FC makes its Saudi Arabdan de-
bt with a main event between
Robsert Wihiditaker and umde-
[eated Russtan hghter Ikram
Sabirovich Aliskerov. For book-
img details, visit enjov.sie.

aucli Minister of Finance
Mohammed Al-Jadlaan led the
Kingdom's delegation at the
Foanrth Saucl-Swiss Financial
Dialogue, recently held in Zurich.
senior officials froms the Ministry of

ARAB NEWS Saturday, June 22, 2024

[ heRegister

THE FECTURES THAT MARK THE DAY

Finance, Saudi Central Bank, Insurance
Authority, Financial Sector Develop-
ment Program, and Fintech Saudl were
part of the delegation.

Al-Jadaan, alongside Swiss counter-
part Karin Reller-Sutter, inaupurated

the event, highlighting its impor-
tance in strengthening economic
and fimancial ties. The Saudi minister
neebed Switzerlands role as a trading
partner with over 1040 companies in
the Ringdom.

l i ; (] r’ ETI’E‘I]dil’lg Tolerys hot topics explained by Afshan Aziz

THE BLUFF’

Privanka Chopra
&

Privanka Chopra is diving
headfirst into her role as a
former pirate in her upeoin-
ing flm, " The Blaff™ The

ENTERTAINMENT

Blackpink

YG Entertainment has said
that Blackpink's acclaimed
“Born Pink™ world tour
will hit cinemas on July
31, aligning with the group’s eighth
anniversary, Titled " Blackpink World
Toar In Cimsermnas” the film caplures
thetr electrifying live performance at
the tour’s culminating event in Scoul’s
Gocheok Sky Dome on Sepd. 17, 20023
The movie also details their world-
widle journey supporting thelr second
album, *Born Pink” spanning October
2022 to September 20235 and featunng

actress recently gave fans a glimpse
into her intense filming experience
o Instagram, showeasing a series of
photos and videos, These included im-
ages of her character sporting bloody
and brujsed makeup, hinting at the
demanding physicality of the role and

thee lengesths she s poing to for her crafl.

Chopra posted a reel and a sequence
of images. The Arst slide captured the
actor in a video selfie with tousbed hair
aned a vistbly bloodied Face, with imjury
marks visthle below her neclk, Dressed
in a black vest, she said: *Yeah, when
vou do action movies.”

G0 concerts across 22 countrics.
This toaer, hailed as "the highest-
erossing tour by an Astan act and a
lienmale group in
history,” attracted
an atckience af
1.5 millon fns
Balfboard recog-
nized it by rank
ing the tour
at number 14
o et 20623
Year-End Top
40 Tours chart
workiwide.

Schedduled to premiere in 110 coun-
tries, including the US, UK, Mexico
and Indonesia, this cinematic release
celebrates Blackpink's globhal odvssey,
The filim will showcase Blackpink's
poerformances at Gocheok Sky Dome in
Seoul, along with footage from other
Lo locations. It promises to highlight
the tour's distinctive hanok {traditional
horean house) set, emphasizing its
unprecedented production scale and
alTering Hve renditions of Blackpink™s
|_1r_|-]1|_|_|:tr.'-:-||F| I8,

According to their agency, the
eroup’s film will be presented inomul
tiple screening formais including 410X
and ScreenX, offering large screens,

dynamic seating, special effects
and enhanced sound.
The azency also
announced that the

, more than three
P wecks

R Tickets for
the global
release will g
o sale from
Juine 27,

film 15 st to min for

]

Todgys
Number

6Ok

More than 160,000 chizens,
residents, tourists amnd visiiors
attended this yvear’s Eid Al-Adha
celebrations at Al-Bahpa Garden
and Prince Saud bin Abdul
Maohsen Park in Hail city.

Review

Ricci San

AFSHAN AZLE

Mestled on King Abdulaziz Road
in Jaddah's Obhur nelghborhood,
Ricci San offers a sophisticated
blend of traditional Japaness
cuisine and modem culinary
innowation.

This new dining cutlet has
gueckly garmerad attention for its
slaek, contemporary assthetic

and artful approach to flavor.
Tha restaurant's interior

h;l.m'h:qi:uﬂ'_.l pombmnes deap red
sofas, private seating sections
and warm timber accents, with
atriking palntings inapired by

the Japaness mastes Hokiusal's
“Great Wawe -D'H'H:lnn.g-..rm'
adding a cuftural elegance,

Ricci San's rmeanu honarns tha

legacy of Japanese cusine, while
infusing it with fresh, innovative
tasiats Thae *Hites and Mora®
section features an array of
delightfl starters. Miso soup
and adamame beans served In
varous stylas — salted, sploy,
and truffle-infused — make for a
parfect baginning, The shrimp and
vegetable gyora offer a delightiful
mix of textures and flavors.

For those saeking something
a bit more unconventional, the
taco offerings are a revelation,
From duck and salmon to
tuna and shrimp, each taco
i% @ unigue fusion of

Japanese and -y

pAaahcan culinary
traditions, Tha
Wagyl beal, with
its nch, malt-
in=your-mouth
quality, stands out
as a highlight

a8 part of Dubal Sports World,
including pop-up markets, an

Cooperation Agency, has estab-
lished a craft market in Petri

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia

Arab Mews J=ddah

1heRegion

® The 14th edition of Dubsai Academy Day, and i Kumi Earth  region, This initiative not only vns B2 b R o R Ay Nagheats b
Thve Middebbe Fast Rovndup Sports World is now underway voga day. Further information supports local artisans and food Mudchah 419 55 19.93 349 708 .96
at Dubai World Trade Centre, is available on the Dubai Sports producers by promoting their
running until Sept. 8. Stay active  Waorld website. products but also, according to Madinan abz  Bad 12.24 344 74 8:44
with 11 |:|!|'|'I':'l1‘|.'|1 SPOTTS ACTOss - I]:||'-|||.'|;:|I|:|;r.-|‘11-:.. 1"|:||'I:|'|:||.':-:.[|.r|-' Bivadh 394 &5 HEE 217 B 45 g8
more than 40 indoor courts & A new initiative from the ciltural experience for visitors
and patches. There are also Petra Tounsm Development Re- o the regron” The market will Abh:a 4 =2:35 12:12 3:35 B:44d 8:19
e = : - i iy i -ati bae= hel sl ve Salur-
special one-off ovents laking gion Authority in collaboration e held on consecutive Satu ST 314 447 — 208 - 806

place throughout the summer with the Japan Intermational clavs — June X2 and 29,



Renewable energies for desalination
reduce the operation’s carbon footprint
and water production costs,

Sultan Al-Fajhi

Spsshanpareon, Sl wWialer Aulhorty

ARAB NEWS Saturday, June 22, 20024

Ghadi Jaudak El:.-B.l:lll

In reglons with Hmited
rainfall, desalination

is a practical means

of sourcing plentiful
water for farming and
human consumplion.
However, the process of
tmrning seawater Into
Mreshwater s notoriously
energy intensive,

[nddeed, desalination is a
signlficant contributor (o carbon
efmisskons in the water-scarce
Arabian Peninsula. That is
why saudi Arabia has been
investing in green energy to
power its desalination plants.

“Using revewable energices
for desalination is crocial as
it contributes (o reducing the
operation’s carbon footprint
and waler producton costs,”
Sultan Al-Rajhi, spokes-
person for the Sawdl Water
Authority, tokd Arab News,

Diuier (o the scarcity of fresh-
wter resources in i region
with a rapldly growing popula-
Hoah, =eawiler desalination
15 essential to keep pace
with demand., he added.

“Saudi Arabia depends on
cheaalination of seawater due o
the nature of the desert climate,
in which the presence of surface
water and natural rivers is rare.”

In fact, desalination acoounts
[or abwout 75 percent of the
Ringdom's water suppldy.

“Therefore, investment
12 bt madde in desalina-
tion of seawiater to meet Lhe
diemand for population amd
economic growth witnessed in
the Gulf region as a whole”

Each year, the Kingdom
requires an average of 5.5 billkon
cuhic meters of freshwalter,

Home to more than 37
muillion people, the Kingdom
15 L world's third-largest
consumer of water per head of
population. Agriculiure alone
accounts far around 84 percent
ol total waler consumption.

Desalination is a comiplex
process that involves removing
salt and other impurities
From seawater. Since the
PRDeess reguines a saagnifcant
amont of energy, adopling
retrewables such as solar to
power these facilities has
become a top priority,

Al-FEhafji Desalmation Plant,
located in the Kingdom's
Eastern Provinee, is the
world's largest solar-powered
witler dhesalination project.

The plant can generate
up to B0, 000 cubic meters
af freshwrater per day using
innovatve tlechnology created
by the hing Abdulaziz City for
Sclence and Technology,

Tis Solar Saline Waler everss
Oismosts melhod uses a process

p@tlights

GREEN

-_.' "r ¥
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Turning sunshine into a
sustainable water supply

Solar-powered desalination meets water needs while cutting carbon emissions

i

R
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TECHNOLOGY

USED IN AL-KHAFuJI
DESALINATION PLANT
o — i
sl . .~ o

AL _.r". F. iy
||' | = .-I-r- -'- ! !
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0 h, o .
1. One inngvative L This procass
technaology for Inconearates the e
transforming salt af uitra-filtration
water to frash water ta reamove salt and
I& the aaling watar impuxitias Trom

FéaT Bl OEMasls
dasalinatian
rrethod,

DID YOU KNOW?

In 2023, Saudi Arabia had
a desalination capaoity of
13.2m cubic meters per day,

Tm cubic meters of

desalinated water
have been generated by
the Al-Khafji plant,

Desalination accounts for
80 percent of the urban
water supply in Saudi Arabia,

known as ultra-fAlivation during
the pre-treatment phise.

Thie method invobves forcing
seawiler through a semiper:
meable membrane that only
allows water molecules to
pass, while blocking the sali
and other contaminants,

since 1= launch in 20018, more
than ¥ million cubic meters of
freshwater produced by the

Saw Rl e ng it
=il 1o drink and sigs
Toor vartous purpises

plant have already been utilized.
"l'.'-.i:“': FEVEerse OXmnsEs
b hinologsy 15 consicered
bo have the lowest rates of
carbon emissions as a resolt
of the increase n energy
efliciency through the devel-
opinent of this lield in recent
years,” siald Al-Rajh.
=The rate of carbon emissions
per cubdc meter in some

the world's
largeat solar-
powered water
desalination
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3. The ulbra-filtratkon
process nvolves forcinge
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desalinatbon systems has
been reduced to 91 percent
compared with thermal
desalination sysiems™
This shift toward renewables
not ondy addresses the high
energy costs associated with
desalination but also supports
Sandi Arabia’s commitment
to stistainable development.,
[nger Andersen, executive
director of the UN Environment
Frogramme, has praised the
Ringdom’s wiler conservation
agenda, saving it is correct to
prioritize “not over-extracting
and being very wise around
environmental management.”
“That is why we ire quite
mmpressed by the Saadi Green
Initiative.” she told Arab News.
[ntegrating renewable energy
it chesalination processes
miarks a significant step toward
achieving a more sustainable
anvd] environmentally conscious
approach towalter production

Addressing
water
and land

challenges
at COPI6

IBRAHIM THIAW

tanding on a rocky outcrop on the
cul=kirts of Rivadh, the capital

of Sauch Arabia, one cannod help
but be struck by the vast ex-
panse of arid land that stretches
endlessly 1o the horizon.

The rolling dunes and rugged termin tell a
stodry of resilience and adaptability, But belind
this harsh beauwty lies an urgent criss, Acoording
1o the World Bank. three-gquariers of the region’s
arabde land 15 already degraded. and 60 percend
of the population faces waler scarcity — a Agure
that is expected to reach 100 percent by 2050

Water scarcity and land degrackation are noi
st environmental issues, They are existential
threats to the Ringrlom
and beyond. With no
natural rivers or lakes,
Sauci Arabia refies
heavily on grouncdwater
and desalinated seawater,

Climate change

is exacerbl ing *
the protdem,

cansing unpredect-

able rainfall, prolonged droughts and

hesat waves that deplete waler resosunrces
laster than they can be replenished

This = why Saudi Arabia recently joined the
International Drought Resilience Alliance,
whose secretarial |s hosted by the UN
Coamvention o Combal Desertfication.

The mmphcations of thas leoming water
crisis are profound. Agriculiure, which
consumes around BS percent of Saudl Arabia’
water, coukd face catastrophic disruption

As waler becomes scarcer, food securily is
threatened, and the livelihoods of those who
deepeered on agriculture hang in the balance.,

Diesertification further exacerbates food
insecurity and cconomic instability,

The economic costs are staggering. In the
Micdkdle East alone, land degradation affects
mesre than 50 million hectares, resaliing
in annual losses estimated al £9 billion.

This December, these issues will be in the global
spodlight when Riyadh hosts the UNCCD OOPLG.

This pévotal moment is an opportumnity
fowr all matkoms to come together to develop
stistalnable sodutbons and demonstrate
their commitment (o land restoration.

Every year we lose 100 million hectares.
[Fcurrent trends continue, we will need
to restore 15 billion hectares by 2000 o
achieve land degradation neatrality.

Around the world, countries are taking
bald steps 1o restore land, In Afrbca, for
example, the Great Green Wall initia-
trve atms bo restore 00 million hectares of
degraded land m 20 countries by 20034,

China's Kubugi Desert, once a storm-ravaged
wasteland, has been transformed through
reforestatbon, ecosystem restoration, organic
farming, eco-tourism, green industry and solar
enerey, benefiting 1002000 local people.

Furthermaonre, the Miuddle East Green
Inthative, a regronal effort bed by Saudi
Arabia, is set to plant 50 hillion irecs,
renvitaliing 00 million hectares.

These initiatives, along with the Saudi Green
[nitiative, which aims to restore 40 million
hectares, illustrate the global commitment to
tackling land degradation and water scarcity.

Through collaborative efforts and
mnovative solutions, there 15 hopwe fora
more sustainable future for the Kingrdom,
thie Middle East, and bevondd.

IErardm Thidans |8 Thé ks - SecraTai P G a0 e e
SECIESany of B LN Comestion to Combat Desertification
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Saudi Al authority
to ease Umrah

visitors' procedures

hingdom has begun issuing Umrah visa alter successiul Hajj

Armb Mews R acdh

The Saudi Data and Artificial
Intelligence Authority has
prepared the technical
infrastructure (o ease
eniry procedures lor
Umrah visitors lollowing
the announcement that

Umrah visas will be
Issued alter Hajj.

Saudi Arabia’s Mintstry of Haf)
and Umrah has started ssuing
Umrah visas, Saudi Press Agency
reported on Thursday.

The new Umreh season will
cotncide with the start of the new
[slamic vear on Muharmam 1, amd
the mowve aims to sireambne the
arrival of pilerims and ensure a
stooth and worry-free experience.

The ministry 5 working
dilipently to implement the
directives of the Saudi leadership
and acrommodate more Umeal
pilgrims, providing services that

meed their needs,

The SDALA works to facilitate
the entry procedures for Umrah
performers into the Kingdom in
collaboration with the Ministry
of Inlerior and relevant govern-
ment  entities across all  air,
sea, and land eniry poinis in
the RKingdom, which are now

HIGHLIGHT

The naw Umrah season will
coincide with the start of the
new Islamioc year on Mubharram 1.

preparing  for the
Umrah performers rom around
the world.

SDAIA Is present at the entry
points of Makkah, Madinah, the
Easternm Hegion, Tabuk, Al-Jouf,
the Morthern Borders, Majran,
and Jedddah Islamibc Port. It has
eqiipped these entry polnts
with pnmary and backup

arrival of

communication circuits.

These are operated by SDALAS
national experts, specializing
in computing and necessary
technical devices,

Moreover, SDAIA  provides
round-the-clock technical and
logistical support, carries out
preventive malntenance for data
rooms, network  devices, and
workstations, and activates the
traveller systemn, which helps
expedite the transler of Umrah
performers’ data (o streamline
their entry procedures.

SDALA  has  also  installed
biometric capture and regisira-
ton statlons at entry  points,
configunng and programming
the devices. Additionally, it has
preparcd mobile kits equippsed
with hometric  registration
devices and provided backup
sysiems to ensure uninterrupied
pperations at entry points, facili-

fating the year-round entry of

Umrah performerns.

Islamic history Filgrims hosted by the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques
Guests Program for Hajj, Umrah and Visit visited the Intemational Fairs and
Museums of the Prophet's Biography and [slamic Civilization in Madinah.

SR

CARING KINGDOM

hSA reaffirms humanitarian efforts for refugees

Armb Mews Foacn

ol Arabda reaffoensed  ditw
commetrment i strengthen
s suippord lor relupees  andd

displaced persons around the
wotld, reported Saadi  Press
Agency.

On the occaston of  World
Refupes Day, Sauci aid agency
ESrebef said its  humamitarian
suppsort "nclwdes all couniries of
the world without discrimination.”

The oreganization has so far
carried oul 2984 projects in
90 couniries as it continues to
expand s work for the needy
and people affected by wars and
cli=astors,

support  for  refugees  and
dispdaced people in Syria, Pales-
tine, Myanmar and Yemen abone
was  delbvered through 424
humanitarzan projects with a
viale of over SLIS hilllon. The
schemes hive included food and

agricultural securty, prodection
and health services, shelter, carly
recovery and education.

ESredief aklso supported those
displaced in other countries by
impdementing 204 progects worth
more tham 32059 billion,

The Kingdom hosis a large
mumber of peogde from countries
affected by war, with refugees
from Yemen, Sy, amnd Myanmar

alonse constituting 5.5 percent of

its popalation.

1 heSpace

@® Two-state solution

for Israel and Palestine

IS very much alive

HASSAN BIN YOUSIEF YASSIN

hen the establishmeant

of tha state of lsrasl was

prociaimed by David Ben-

CGiurson on May 14, 1948, the

ava of the termination of
the Brtish Mandate for Palesting, there was no
reference at all to any borders except for the
usa of the term Eretz lsrasl {Land of Israsl),
which many lsraalis have always considerad as
un:umpn.'hfri-r'lﬂ ths Bantire Biblical land of |srasl.

The UN General Assembly Partition

Plan for Palesting in 1847 had mapped

suggested borders, but
lzraal's proclamation and the
subsaquent war between |sraal
and Arab neighbors all but
arasead that initlal international
basis for an lsraeli and a
Palestinian state

Ever since, the very idea
and potential of a Palestinian
state has bean delbarately
deconstrected by each
generation of Israsl leaders, It
has been their clear Intention

to maks the establishmant of a Palestinian
state as difficult in every possible way, both
practically and politlcally. After pockmmarking
remaining Palestinkan lands with Israsl
gattlaments aver since the 1967 war, lsraesd
now claims that this self-made reality makes a
Palestinioun state moonceivabhle ‘I'|:|d|;|':|r

This fundamental misconception and
dishonesty made me think of an episode in
Indla’s history that was powerfully represented
in the movie, “Gandhl.” The episode concams
the Amrmtsar massacre of Aprd 1918, in

which Indians protesting the arrest of pro-

by hils troops.

@

The transparent
intentions of Israeli
policy, secking to prove
to the world by any
vicious means that a
Palestinian state cannol
bhe viable, constitmtes
a litany of breaches of
international law.

indepandence activists ware trapped by British
troops under the direction of General Dyer an
the Jalliarwala Bagh and fired at until the British

had no bullets left Up to 1,500 people are said
to have died, with My more |nj|.I:||:I.

in the movie, Gandhi attends a meeting with

Lord Chelmsford, the viceroy of India, who is
forced to repudiate the massacre perpetrated

Gardhi responds: "“Despite the best intentions
of the best of you, you must, in the nature of
things, humiliate us to control us,” conchuding:

"It is time you laft."

The viceroy, stating that India
i= Britizh, asks Gandhil: “You
don’t think we're just going to
walk out of India?" — to which
Gandhi simply answars: "Yes."
Gandhi adds that “n the end,
you will walk out, because
100,000 Englishmen simphy
cannot control 350 000,000
indians if those Indians refuse
to cooperate.” The British
mocked Gandhi's statement,

considering the concopt of an indepandant
india as simply not poasible.

Colonlal Britain's standpoint on Indka was not
so different from Israel's insistence today that a
Palestinlan state |s aimply not possible because
thera are too many Israsli sattlerments dotting
Palegtmian territories — facts on the EI'I:II,.I'I'hd
that they claim can no longer be removed,
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Festive season

Over 160.000
visitors attend Eid

events in Hail

Al thery FR0UDORED CIDEsens,
resiclerts, tonarists anc visibors
attencled this year's Eid Al-Adha
eebebrations at Al-Bahga Garden
and Prince Saud bin Abdul
Modsen Park i Hadl city.

Ml paliy spsidesiErson
Sand Al-Al saiel the celebrations
showveased the regon's high
quality of Life and many
alvantapes,

The result was a delighitful
experienos for different apes and
rathorabiches, e acdcled,

Hesreabionad amd caltuisal
activities, theatrical
performances, and Sauds ardah
and samri dances were staged as
part of the celebrations. S Hadl

A0
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Culture
King Abdulaziz

library participates
in Beijing book fair

Sancli's Ring Abdulaziz

Public Library is curmently
participating in the Beijing
[niernational Book Fair, which
rumns bl June 25

The Ringdosm's pavilion
Feaires new pobilkcations,
translated books, and a
prescentation of the library's
system of cultural programs
and projects, including the
Ring Abdullah bin Abdubaziz
International Award for
Tramxlation and the Arahie
Llrnon Catalog:,

The presentaltion also
hizhlights the hbrary's
experience of organdzing artistic
exhilitions. SPA Beijing

W alot Lebnalks:  Homoerlorise
bFarrmima Tel e

Health safety
Attempt to

smuggle rotien
carcasses foiled

A artempl to savuggie 1,240
rofien carcasses was fouled by
the Jeddah Municipality thanlks
to five checkpoints set up at
enirances to the area during
Eid Al-Adha. Also selzed were
104 vehicles being used 1o
transport Lhe rotben meat

The municipality said
surveillance teams in
municipalities to the south,
along with slaughterhouse
management amnd the public
benelit markets, were
supporied by securfly services
in confiscating the carcasses,
which were unfit for human
COnNSLMpLEGN.
SPA Jeddah

.' Faollow frah News Brlefs all through the day @ArmbNews
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CREATIVITY

Saudi artist’s gallery celebrates

unbounded imagination

Mohammed Abubshait's ‘Living in Wonderland is a treasure trove of imaginative expression

Rahaf Jambl Fiyodh

Sawdi artlst Mohammed
Abubshalt has created

a haven lor other artists
in Rivadh. His gallery,
Living in Wonderland,
Is a treasare trove of
Imaginative artistic
expression.

Art has always been in my blood,
and 1 believe it is in everyones
blood. 1 used to mess around with
my chlothes, accessories, poods,
cirs, and whatever else. T don’
like the way things are” Abubs-
hait todd Arab News.

After 10 yvears as an employee
at an ol company, he chose o
switch gears and pursue  his
passon for creating arl oul of
various matenials  incluchnge
medal, wood. and resin

*"When COVID-I9 hat, 1
decided work on my art and
I ended up with 150 pieces ...
| decided to open a gallery in
Rividh to showease them” he
explained. “It was kind of risky
at the tme because, as you soe,
this s not a typical art zallery.
Its different — a lod of pop an,
atreet art and things that are a bit
outsile-of-the-box"

Abubshait opened Living in
Waonderland in 2020, *Many of us
have seen and grew up with ‘Aldice
in Wondedand.” Its an escape to
another  world unrealistic,
creative, o boundaries,” he said.
S0, [ thought it would A the
creative [dea and concept that
we're looking for. (The gallery)

takes you down the rabbit hode 1o
ancther world,”

The gallery supports and
sells the work of — many local
artists, work created in a vanety
of medinams, with a particular
focues on modern and pop art. T
alzo currently includes work by
artists from Mall, Ttaly, the UK and
the TS, Prices range from SR2 (50

After 10 years as an employee
at mn oll company. Mohammed

Abubshalt chose to switch gears

and pursus his passéon for creating
art out of varfous materinks

Including metal. wood, and resin.
Al photo by Laal E-Kelawy

cenls) 10 more Uhan SEE20000,

“We've got  something  for
everyone”  Abubshan  sald, 1
beelieve we introduced something
unique and differemt o the
market.”

From paintings and sculptures
i Installations amdl  interactive
clisplays, the gallery features an
colectc mix of work that pushes

bBoundaries, giving  visilors
an  ninpuimg and thought:
Provoking cXpericmnoe.

Abubshait §s also Enown for
incorporating curmency — both
real and virtnal = into his waorl.

“The majority of my
art  features money in  the
background, whether Saudi

rivals or Amencan dollars.” he

HIGHLIGHTS

@ The gallery supports many
lecal artists, work created in
a variety of mediums, with a
particular focus on modem
and pop art,

® it also currently Inchudes

work by artlsts from Mall, Htaly,
the UK and the US. Prices range
from SR2 30 cents), to more
than SR20,000.

safd, “And the crplocirrency
Bitcoin =5 one of my sighature
backgrownds, People ask me why
I use money and I'm, like, "Well,
W UsC mMoney in our everyday
lives! Everyone can manifest
money.”

The gallery also offers a varbety
of workshops including  resin,
rug tuftinge, and paimting.

SPA &-Oana

Al-Baha s proving to be an iceal
region [or the coulbvation of
blackberries.

Lilinnge advanced plant tissue
culture technigues, this initia-
live has shown greal potential,
benchiing both [Brmers and
beeckeepers due (o the plant's
rapid growth, high vield, and
guperior guality blossoms,

The blackberry cullivation
initiative in Al-Baha has thrived,
with more than 30,000 bushes
planted to date. According o
the Saudi Press Agency, this
cndeavor promises signif-
cant economic and investment
returns for the region, lever-
aging s natural agricultural
assels, (ertile soil, ancd ample
eroundwater.

Fahd Al-Zahrani, director of
the Ministry of Environment,
Water, and Agriculture in the
region, highlighted the crop's
potential He stated that owver
S00000  blackberry
have been planted inopen Helds,

seedlings

achieving neardy 100 percent
success. The seodlings began
producing  high-quality fruit in
the spring of 2024, undersconng
the experiment’s success.

The ministry aims to increase
the mumber of blackberry trees

in Al-Baha to 3 million within the
next three years, supparted by
various programs and collabo-
ration with farmers and agricul-
tural  assoclations. Numerows
ficld workshops have been
conducted to train farmers in
propagation technlgues, fscili-
lating the expansion of black-
berry caltivation,

Hassan Saccd  Al-Shantir,
owner of Al-Shantir Farm,
emphasized the regions favor-
able  agricultural
inclivchng fertile soil and growned-
wialer. He started prepanng
the agricultural terraces and
planting blackberries at  the
end of 2022, supported by the
regional branch of the Ministry
of Environment, Water, and
Agriculture, and the Agricul-
tural Arabdan Shield nitiative,

conditbons,

NMATURAL ASSET

Harnessing agricultural terraces
for blackberry cultivation in Al-Baha

The backberry cultivation inttiadive in Al-Baha hkas thrived, with more than 30,000 bushes plunted to date. Supplled

SPEEDREAD

The ministry aims to increase
tha number of blackbearry tress
I Al-Baha to 3 millkon within
the next three years, supported
by warious programs and
collaboration with farmers and
agrcultural associations.

planting around 1040 blackberry
seedlings.

Al-Shantir  reported  that
his farm now boasts over 750
secdlings, with notabde produc-
tion increases, The [um  has

opened sales points in Al-Baha
and begun exporting to Jeddah,
with plans to expand to other
magor cities. He noted the rapid
growih, abundant blossoms,
high-quality fruit, and economic
benefits of blackberries, which
also  resist  various  climatic
conditions.

He plans to utilize the attrac
tive, sweet hlackberries, rich
in nuirdents amd antboxidanis,
in varbous products such as
thessorts amd food decorations,
capitalizing on their low-calorie
content,

He al=o benciited from
workshops organized by the
ministry, which focused on crop
composition plans, propagation
technigues using tissue culture,
suitable  jrrigation methods
for bMackberry cultivation, and
secdling  production  through
fissue culture.

Dr. Fatima Al-Omari, an
advisor at the agriculiure under-
el ned i bpad
blackberry is a perenndal plant
or small shrub wath curved,
thormy branches. Tt Blooms from
fale spring 1o early suinmdr,

secreElarian,

with tvpucally white flowers and
black fruit.

Thizs fruit offers high health
and mnutrittonal bhenefits  doe
o ifs vitamins, minerals, and
fiber, with relatively low sugar
catitent,

She added that the current
condition of the farms 15 good,
with  high-quality  blooms
and fruit observed In several
farms within a vear of planting
the  seedlings. [arms
are  regulardy  monitored by
a committee headed by Dr
IThrahim Mohammed Aref, the
inttiative supervisor and adviser
at the Apniculture Agency, In
cooperation with the Agricul-
ftural Cooperative Society in
Baljurashi and the Ministry's
regrond branch

Al-Baha region. Enown for its

These

unigque  agricultural  idenitity,
bspasts  distinect  terraces  that
allgn  with the mounialmons

termain, slopes, and elevations
retalning soil and raimwater.
The reghon also offers a variety
i [ruits vear-roundd.
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[raqi Kurds mourn loved ones lost
on Mediterranean migrant route

More than 60 remain unaccounted lor as boat sinks around 120 nautical miles ofl Calabria, Italy

AFP i

Walting at home in

Iraql Kurdistan, Khadija
Hussein holds Gaint

hope ol hearing word of
Mrther survivors from the
shipwrecked vessel that

carried 11 of her family
members from Turkiye.

Rhadija’s nephew Hebwear, his
sister-in-law Mopdeh, and both
their families were aboard a
sailing boat that sank overnight
between Sunday and Monday off
the Ttalkan coas,

Twelve people were pucked
from the water afler the boat
sank around 120 nautical miles
off Calabria, one of whom died
alter disembarking,

Mo than &0 reman
unacoounted for after six bodies
were retrieved on Wednesday
from the sea by the [tahan coast
eruard.

“What's clear is that Mojdeh
survived. We spoke o her on
the plyome” sald the S4-vear-ald
housewile,

Mopichs son and another
child from the family are also
known to have survived — the
etght other relatives of Khadlja
who were onboard are  stll
unaccounted for.

“We have no further detalls"
Khaclija said, a black vetl draped
over her hair,

On a moldering wall at the
entrance to the family home
m  Irkal, the capital of the
atilonomous  Rurclistan  region
m mnortherm Irag, a  poster
announces a vigld organised
on  Wednesday to receive
coirlodenciey,

Two family photos on display
showed the victims, parents, and
chlldren smiling brosdly and
dressed in their best clothes

Maojdeh 15 with her hushand,
Abde] Qader, a cab driver.

Her sister Hiro is pictured
with her hushand Eebwar, a

blacksmith.

:
g_

-

=

Mournars guthar for a moemorizl servies in Irbll for lrogl Kurds who disd at sos ln o migrant boat of 7 the southem coast of Italy, AFF

The two couples had almost

changed their minds and
decided not to depart.

“They  had  informed  the
parents, and everyone was

relieved,” Khadiga explamed, but
after an insistent intervention
by a people smuggler, the group
had a change of heart,

They were supposed Lo contact
the family in Irhil when they
arrived In Europe to stard their
new life,

"Hours went by, and we heard
nothing more,” Khadija said.

The smuggler, meanwhile, had
switched off their phone

Mesws of deaths like these on

FASTFACT

Some 3,155 migrants died

or disappeared in the
Mediterransan last year,
according to the Intemational

Organization for Migration.

Europe’s migrant rmoutes  has
become all too common in the
antonomois Rirdish region,

The area has been touched by
ther tragedies, whether on the
English Channel or in the frozen
forests of Belarus.

In the Irbil schoolvard requl-

sitioned for the vigll, dozens of

women huddie together, scated
under a tent, all dressed in black,
their features drawn, in a silence
bralen by the cries of children.
Al the mosgue, the

visitors who had come to pay
their respects in a recepiion
roam, listening to verses from
the Qurian.

Rebwar's father, Kamal
Hamad, sald he spoke 1o his somn
o Wednesday, June 12, when he
wis already on the boal.

His grief i= compounded by
incomprehension.

“They knew full well thai

traveling by sea in this way

fmen ol
the lamily welcomed dozens of

meant  certain death”™  the
filb-year-odd saidd.

“Why leave? In our country,
b st er than elsewhere ™

The Kurdish region has abways
represented relative prosperity
and stability in an unstable
Irag. Froperty developments,
highwavs, umiversities, and
private schools are all under
constroction,

Gul the autonomons peglon,
like the rest of the resource-
rich oountiy, also suffers

from endemic corruption, the
cromyism of the ruling clans, and
an economic stasis that has disil-

lusioned its voung peophe,

'TOUGH CASE"

Swedish
court acquils
Jormer Syria
general of
war crimes
charges

AR Copaniasan

A Swedish judge has acquiited
a former Syrian army general of
indiscriminate attacks on civil-
jans in his home country more
than a decade ago, sayving prose-
cutors Bubed o provide evidence
of his involvement in the war
CrLmH=s,

Brig. Gen. Mohammed Hamio,
who now lives in Sweden, was
charged in February with aiding
and abettiing crimes agains
international Law,

Prosecutors sabd that as head
el the Ordnance Department of
the Svrman Army's Hth Division,
he was responsible for providing
the weapons that were used to
cormmit war crimes in 2002,

The prosecitor alleged that
Hamo, described by Swedish
news agency TT1 as the highest-
ranking officer to stand trial in a
European court for such crimes

BACKRGROUND

The Stockholm District Court
said it was clear that the
Syrian army's warfare included
“Indiscriminate attacks" that
violated international law.

in Syria, had participated in the
clivisson™ indiscriminate attacks
on military and civilian largets
in the Syrian cities of Homs and
Hama.

The Stockhodm District Court
gadel Bt was clear that the Syrian
army's warlare included “indis-
criminate attacks" that veolated
international law.

But Judge Katarina Fabian said
prosecutors  did not produce
siflicient evidence to convic
Ham.

During the trial, the prosecy-
tion chiefly refied on video clips,
phofographs, and testimonies
fo paint a broad picture of the
period showing shelling  and
fighting between the Syrian
Army and armed groups

AFP Cinar, Turkchye

A hoge wildfire killed 11 people
and crbeally injured five as i
mpped througtt Turkne's maindy
Rurdish southeast, the health
minister said on Friday.

Hundresis of animals also
perished or were badly imjured
in the blaze that roared acmss the
dry landscape, sending fames
vt the ndght sky,

By morning, the fire had lef
huge arcas of charmed and black-
ened land across the Divarbakir
and Mardin provinees.

“Eleven people lost thelr lives”
Health Mindster Fahrettin REoca
wrobte on X, acdding that another
78 people suffered injuries and
smmoke inhalation,

Of that number, ve people
were being treated in intensive
care, he saicd

Turkives pro-Kurdish DEM
party, which won many munict-
pafities in the southeast in the
March local elections, criticized
the sovernment's intervention as
“late and insufficient.”

During the nmighi, DEM had
urged the government to send
witer bombers, sayving hghting
the blaze from the ground was
“not cnough.”

An AFP reporier in Kolksalan
village in Divarbakir province
srw arodmd 100 animals lying
e on the ground.

Resydents said around half their
Mock of about 1,000 sheep and
goals had perished in the blaze,

‘UNBEARABLE' SCENES

Huge wildfire Kills 11 people in southeastern Turkiye

Firefighters work to extinguish a fire bumning in the Gallipoli peninsula. AF

A local vet, who did not want to
give his name, confirmed around
half the Aock had died and said
many of those that survived were
Bl e tresitedd for burms.

“We don't have wvery clear

information on how  meany
animals have been affected,” the
viet sadcl

“But at the moment, jusi
wndder hall’ of the survivors will
have to be slanghtered because

they can't be saved.”

Seraceftin| Bedirhanoslu, a
member of the opposition CHIP
party and leader of the easiern
Yan province, descnibed the
images as “unbearable” urging
vels Lo g o the area to help treat
the wounded animals.

“They ame  defenseless  amd
helpless . In every big fire, they
eet hurt first. 1 ask my veteri-
marian  brothers  and  sisters
please o to the Rire 2one becinse
they nocd you™ he wrote on X

Interior Minister Al Yerlikava
bdamed the fAre on “a stubble
burn® which started late on
Thursday and spread quickly due
ip sirong winds, affecting five
Villiages.

Justice Minester Yilmaz Tunc

said on X the public prosecotor’s
office had opened a probe inio
the canse of the fire,

Turkiye has suffered T4
wildfires so [ar this year, which
have ravaged X010 hectares of
bamul, according o the Eurogean
Forest Fire Information System.,

In the summer of 2021, Turkave
suffered its worst-ever wildfires.

They claimed nine lives
and destroved huge swaths of
forested land across its Mediter-
ranean and Aegean coasts.

The disaster prompled
political crnisis after it emerged
that Turkive had no functioning
firefizhting planes.

It heaped pressure on Presicbent
Becep Tayyip Erdogan, who was
forced toacoepd imternational help,
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SUFFERING

Israel ‘pause’ in Gaza
had no impact on
aid supplies: WHO

AFP Gam

A daily fhe  Tsraell
military declared in Gaza to facil-
itate ad fows has had no impact
on dellveries of badly needed
supplies, the UNs health agency
saidl om Fricay

More than cight months of
war, sparked by Hamass unprec-
edented Oct, T attack on lsrael,
have led to dire humanitaran
conditions in the Falestinian term-
tory and repeated UUN warnings of
famine.

“We did not see an impact on the
humanilarian supplies coming in
since that ... unilateral announce-
ment of this technibeal pause,” said
Richard Peeperkorn. the Workd
Health Organization’s represenia-
tive in the Palestinian territories.

Medical charity Doctors
Without Borders, or MSF, warned
in & =atement that “withoawt
a =ignificant rehll of medicad
suppies in the coming days,” the
NGO may have to "stop or drasti-
callv reduce some of iis medical

" e

activities in Gaza.”

Over the weekend, the lsragli
mibtary  announced a  dally
humanitarian “panse” in Gghting
odi a key road in southern Gaza,

However, a UN ht'l-:!-]-l-!'hl"l].il:ll.
sadcl, “This has vel o translate
inlo more aid reaching peogde In
meed”

According to the WHO, as of
May 17, only 750 peaple remaatned
in Rafah,

There were befween G0U000
and T3 in the Al-Mawasi arca
in the south of the Gaza Strip,
where many Palestinians  have
taken refuge since the start of the
lsraedi offensive in RKafah.

e, Thanos
Iraumi Surgson and emergency
edficer &l the WHO, said the UN In
Craza was frying to "operate in an
unwaorkable enwironment ”

“We have patienis with severe
bums, open [fraclures,  and
we dont even have enough
painkillers to  alleviate thor
siiffering” =add MSF  medical
coordinator Guillemetie Thomas

CrATEGRVATIES, &

A Pabastinian child wolks with a stuffed bear recovered from the rubble of a destroyed building following Israsd bombardment In Khan Younls on Frday. &FH

Najla Houssar| Herut

Lebanon's Foreign Allalrs
Minister Abhdallah Bon
Habhih met with French
Ambassador Herva Magro,
the UN Special Coordinator
for Lebanon Jeanine
Hennls-Plasschaert, amd
US Ambassador Lisa
Johnson on Friday.

The mimister reflerated Lehanon's
call for the full implementation of
LT Resolwton 0L

Henmis-Plasschaert  said  there
was “nmo inevitability o wikder
comflici  with  Israel”  during
her visit to UN peacekeepers in
sotithern Lebanon.

Abso an Fricky, it was announced
that German Foreign Mimster
Annalena  Baerboek will make
shuttle visits to Lebanon, Ismael,
ahid the West Bamk.

Concerned al the risk of Tsraels
war on Gaza spresding: acmoess Lhe
region, US Pressdent foc Biden semt
his special envoy Amos Hochstein

toembark on a new round of diplo-
macy kst week. Hochstein called
for “wrgent™ de-escalation during
talks with Lebanon and lsrael on
Tuesday, mnforming both  sides
that “the threat of a full-scale war
persists and must be avobded”

It is widely believed in Lebanon
that Hochstein convinoed Esrael to
refrain from escalating its military
actions against Lebanon for the
iarree bedng

In a meeting with  visiling
[=rach ofhcials mchading Nateonal
Socurity Adviser Trachi Haneghi
and Strategic  Affabs  Minisier
Ron Dermer in Washington on
Thursday, US Secretary of State
Antorry  Blinken  undersoored
the importance of “avodding
[urther escalation in Lebanon amd
reaching a diplomatic resofution
that allows Isracl and Lebanese
families to retumn to their homes,”
accoiing 1o a statement.

Accorbing o hils spokesperson,
Matthew  Miller, Blinken also
stressed  Americas  “unwavering
oomimitmment o Tsraels securty”

GRAVE THREAT

(erman foreign minister to visit Beirut
as fears rise of wider conftlict with Israel

[.ebanon counts on success of US diplomatic efforts to prevent full-scale war

Peopls aft outelde a cafe along Belrirt's Hamra atreet in Lebantan, Flo AFF

FASTFACT

UN Secretary-General Antonio
GQuterres warned on Friday
that fighting between lsrasl
and Hezbolah must not turn

Lebhanon imto "another Gaza*

Durineg his falks in  Heimat,
Hochstein  reportedly  resssored
Lebanese Prime Minister Najib
Mikati thal Biden's propoessal for a
ceaschre in Gaza was being viewed
positively, and that Qetar was

working to make it happen.

Hochstein also reporiedly tobd
Mikati that “things are under
cerpirol amd positive when i comes
to the war between Lebanon and
Taraed”

Former Lebanese Ambassador
i Washmgton, Riad Tabbarah,
diescribed threats of war as a "“mere
otthurst”™ He told Arab News:
“Since military operations began
afl the southern fmont aboul nine
months agn, the Lebanese have
been hecaning that war = coming,
bart it never armves.

"During  diplomatic negotia
thoms, it is common for both sides
fo face pressure amnd threats” he
comtinued, “It appears thai there
AT mimerous and diverse negoliha-
thoms happening behind the scencs,
including discussions berween the
Americans and lramans, as well
s between the Amencans and
Hezbollah™

Tabbarah acknowledged the
recklessness of  Israell Frime
Minister Benjamin  Netanyahu
arl saicd the: Israch leader "has two
opiions — cither war or prison
Andd there 15 significant pressure on
i, especially from the fumilies of
the hostapes.”

Tabbarah noted that there are
Hmits to what military action
can achieve *We siill recall the
timee when [ormer I=rach Prime
Minister Anel Sharon  crossed
those limits in 1952 when he set the
Litand Line as his target, However,
e wenl bevorsd that amd reached
Beirul. As a resull, mtermational
peowers undted to bring him back to
the Litani Line.

"No one has an interest in
war, he oontinued. “Americans,
Furopeans, amd Irandans are
working in the opposite direc-
thon., Thie penveral trend is 16 avoid
escalating to open war”

Military operations on  the
Lebanese font decreased sigmifi-
cantly on Friday, although the
ouiskirts of Nagoura i  the
western sector were targeted by
Taraeli artillery, causing a fire in a
house, In the moming, an Israeli
military raid targeted the town of
Wazzani.

Hezbollah made a seres of
announcements aboir thelr opera-
thons, which were “focused on
specific targets within the mules of

EIEAEETETE
Hezhbollah  attacked the  siles
of KRamtha and Samaka 1n the

pocupicd Lebanese Klar Shouba
Hills, the ¥abadin site in the
ocrupied Lebanese Sheban Farms,
anil carried oul an air attack using
dirones o Lhe Has Al-Nagouranaval
site, aimings at locations contaiming
Isracli military personnel

AGGRESSION

2 Palestinians
FKilled in
West Bank

AFP Qalglyak

Israeli and Palestinian authori-
ties said at beast two Palestinians
were Killed in an lsraeli opera-
ton in the cecupded West Bank
chty ol Galgllva on Friday

The FPalesthian Minsiry ol
Civil Affiurs reported the death
of the two men.

“The General Authority

of Civil Affatrs informed the
Ministry of Health of the
far Ly o af Mahmocd
Ha=san Abdul Rahman Zaid,
28 and Thab Abduol RKarim
Musa Abu Hamed, 28, by lsraeli
gunfire in Qalgilyva,” it said in a
stalement.

The Wala Apency reported
that cyewitnesses saw  lsracli
special  [orces  Oring live

ammunition &t a wvehicle on
Friday afternoon as it passed
dlong the main streel of Galailva
in the northern West Bank.

Images taken by an AFP
journalist on the ground showed
the destroved storefront of a
downtown shoe shop and blood
stains in front of it.

Police forces have leilled 2
“wanted terrorists i Qalagilya”

Israell anthorities said,
It a jodnt statement, the Israell
polce, army, and Shin  Hed
security servioe said that Israch
forces “attempied 1o arrest two
terrorizts” from the Falestinian
Islamic  Jihad
whom “"was planning lo carry
ot an attack in the area.”
“During the arrest, e was
opened on our forces,

ETOUpR, one ol

wha

refurned fire and  nmeutral-
Epedd the terrorisis”™ the staie-
ment  fead, adding that  the
forces found handguns on the
Palestinians.

The West Bank, which Israel
has occupked since 1967, has
experienced a surge in violence
for more than a vear, particu-
Larly since the Isracl-Hamas war
erupled on Oct, 7,
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The biggest trade union

of government doctors

In 5ri Lanka warned on
Friday abowut a wave of
coonomic crisis-driven
brain drain among medical
professionals, as 25 percent
of them have already Laken

the necessary exams to find
employment abroad.

Before the worst cConomic crisis
pummieled Sri Lanka in the wake
af the COVIIN-IE pandemic in
20321, an average HHP choctors
woitld migrate o work in
another counitry, according to
Minisiry of Health statistics.

The number has surged since
early 2022, when the country
defaulted on its foreipn debt. S
Lankans started experiencing
]Illll.'r'i':l CLls .i'IIiII !'.IHIFLI::I‘.". Illr
basics such as fuel, food and
medicine, and the nflation rate
rose to 50 percent a year.

“If we consider the situation
within the kst two years, more
than 1,800 doctors have lefl the
country in 2022 and 2023 Dr.

Chamil  Wiesinghe, spoles-
person of the Govermment
Medical Odficers  Association,

told Arab News.

Many maore are likely to follow
in thelr footsteps as GMOA data
shows that al least 25 percent
of doctors currently serving in
the govermment health system
have already passed the neces-
sary exams to find employment
abroad.

To practice medicine in the
UAE or Oman, dociors need to
take the Prometne Exam for GP
Lo Ror,

To work in the UK, they are
required to complete the Profes-
somal and Lingulstlc  Assess-

ments Board’s exams, while in

LURE OF THE LUCRE

Medical brain drain
worsens in Sri Lanka as 25%
of doctors ready to migrate

@ \More than 1,800 medical doctors left Sri Lanka in 2022 and 20023
@ | heir salaries in the Uh and Australia are often 30 times higher

Aunstralia they have to follow the
examination of the Australian
Medical Council.

“Considering only those three

. orerent statisiies <how  that
neary 5,000 5 Lankan doctors
have compleied these exams
and they re wailing to take their
decision of leaving the coundry,”
Wiiesinghe saicd.

"In government health insti-
tutions of 5n Lanka ... there are
around 20004 doctors.”

He warned that an increasing
number of those leaving werne
specialists, mainly in cmergency
meddicine and anestheska,
feslloweesdd I pediatricians,
pavchliatrists, neurologists and
carilac SUrgeons,

some of the world's maost rigor
ously trained, 5ri Lankan doctors
are reguired by thelr country’s

health system toobtain bath local

Health workers take part in a
strike to domand Incentives
at Colombe Bouth Teaching
Haspital, 4+F 7%

and infermational training before
they practice as consulianis. Al
the same tme, and compared
with the vears of experience,
they are among the most under-
paidd, earning between 5170 and
S720 per month

In the past two vears, those
who had left for compulsory
iraining in countries such as the
UK, Australla or the US, are nol
willing to return.

“The high salaries they are
being pald In those countries,
compared 1o S5n Lanka, 15 the
main reason. I you conseder
Middle East countries, it is
nearly tenfold of the salary they
are geiting In 51 Lanka. In the
UK and Auvstralia, around 20

o 30-fold”
acldlimg that they are attracted

Wijesinghe said,

by beller working  environ-
ments, better living standards,
and educition opportunities for
their children.

“Majority of the 5ri Lankan
doctors migrate to Australia and
the United EKingdom ... They
are migrating with their Tamily
members as well”

He estimated that nearly $00
specialists have left in the past
two years, which was becoming
d “huge problem™ for the Sri
Lankan health sector,

“It has affected from the
bilgzest hospital in 56l Lanka, the
Natbonal Hospital of 31 Lanka,
which 1= situated 1 Colombao,
to the rural hospital system ..
Patients have to travel hundreds
il kllometers sometimes o gel

their surgeries dome,” he sapd,

AFP Luxzemboisg

ELT countres on Frday Fformally
approved  launching  accession
Lalks with Ukraine and Moldova
next week, a landmark event for
the two countnies at the start of
their long path toward joining
the o,

ATk RIHE minsiers
will star! negotintions hirst with
Ukraine and then with Moldova
in Luxembourg on  Tuesday
afternvoon, officials said.

Lkraine followed by its
neighbor Moldova — lodged its
application o join the 27-nation
E1T In the TE R
2022 Invasion

LIl

wake ol

LANDMARK EVENT

EU confirms launch of Ukraine,
Moldova membership talks Tuesday

starting the negotiations will
still only put the two ex-Soviel
slates at the beginning of what is
likely 1o be a years-long process
of reforms before they can fnally
become members.

EU leaders took the key siep in
December of agrecing to open
talks on war-torn Ukraine — and
Maldova — jaining the club,

Bul to actually begin  the
negotiations the bloc's members
still had 1o sign off on a formal
framework for the process.

The EU%  executlve  told

meember states this month that
Ukraine and Moldova had met

all the eriterta needed to lounch
the Lalks,

BAChRGROUND

The EU's executive told
meambeaer states this month
that Ukraine and Moldova
had met all the criteria
neaded to lawnch the talks.

Pressupe has Erown 1o move
Ukraine onto the next step in
it gquest for membership, in the
face of fears that Hungary could
stall proeress when it takes over

the EMs rotating presklency
in July,
Hungary — the friendliesi

COunry 1o RussiE in the EIJ —
has sadcd it cdhoes not ntend to hold

any further rounds of talls with
Ukraine during its six months al
the helm,

Russia’s war in Ukraine has
relnvigorated a push in the EU
to take on new members, alter
vears in which couninies partic
ularly in the Western Balkans
made Httle progress on thekr
bwopee Qo Joinn.

The EU i December 2023
dl=o pranted candidate status to
another of Hussia's former Soviet
nefghbors, Georgia,

It has also approved acces-
sion negotiations with Bosnia
and has opened such talks with
serbia, Montemnegro, Albsania and
North Macedonia.

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

French alection

Far-right candidate
assanlied during

campaign

Black-clad attackers

have heaten wp a far-right
camldate on the campaign
tratl ahead of France's snap
parlamentary election,

police said, echoing violence
against polifscians in Germany
and elsewhere in Europe as
the political atmosphere
COATSETs.

Herve Breull, a candidate
for Marine Le Pen's National
Hally (EN) party, was assaulted
as he campaigned in the
imddusirial toram of Saint Eti-
Cnne, near Lyon, in

Border conflict

South horea fires
warning shoits
alter incursion

Seoul's military said

Fridav it kad fired warning
shots alter North Korean
soldiers briefly crossed the
heavily fortifled border in
the third such incursion
this month,

The nuclear-armed
North has been reinforcing
the bharder in recent
moanths, adding tactical
roads and laving more
land mines, which has
led to "casualties” among
its troops due to accidental
explosions, South Korea

central France, Rauters has sail. AFP
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What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

Capitalism: The Story behind the Word

MICHAEL SONENSCHER
What exactly is capitalism? that the idea of capitalism is
How has the meaning of dodng for us, without us aven
capitalism changed over realizing It.
tirma ? And what's at stake “Capitalism” was first

in our understanding or
misunderstanding of it?

In “Capltalism,” Michasl
Sonenschar examines the
history behind the concept

and pieces

together the range
af subjects bound

up with the word,
Sonenschor shows
that many of our
reacaived weas fall
to piok up the work

Unrest in Mali
Junia opponcnis

arrested alter
civilian rule call

Eleven oppomenis of

AMali's ruling junta were
arrested as they met in the
capital after calling for the
return of civilian rule in the
Wiest Afncan mation, their
coalition sakd Friday.

The military, which seized
power in 20020, had promised
to organize clections and
hand over power to civilians
by the end of March this vea
bt later postponed elections
inddefinitely,

Those detained inclhade the
hieads of parties and political
mavements. AFP

cained in France in the early
19th century. it bogan as a
fusion of two distinct sets
aof deas. The first involved
thinking about public
debt and war finance,
The second involved
thinﬁing about the
division of labaor
Sonenscher shows
that thinking about
the first has changed

saritaiied  radically over time,

Exercises

Modi leads yoga
day celebration
in hashmir

Stretching, arching his back
and kneeling on a mat, India’s
Hindu nationalist Frime Min-
ister Narendra Modi led hun-
dreds of people performing
vora in the Muslim-majorily
region of Kashmir on Friday,

The excrcises in Srinagzar,
capital of the Indian-admin-
istered part of the disputed
territory, marked the 10th
internatbonal voea day, Modi's
aown brainchild,

But while voga 1= nol
itself a religious practice, it
has its origins in Himdu phi-
losophy. AFP

o Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day @AmbNews
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How the UR's Starmer factor could boost Biden

hings are nod ooking good
fior Jowe Biden. The latest
polls suggests Donalkd Tromp
has a two-in-three chance

al Viclory i November's 1S
presidential election

o the ather side of the Atlantic, the

prcture 15 qguicte different for fellow
progressive Reir Starmer, The Labour
leader has a seemingly unassailable lead
in the polls and is likely to become the
UK prime minister by a landslide afer
eleciions on July &,

US elections often feature “October
surprises” — uncxpected cvents, often
from abroad, that dramatically influence
the outcome. Might a thumping win for
Starmer serve as a fillip to Biden?

First, It could influence some US voters
to favor Biden over Trump, While mosi
Lmerican volers pay ittle atlention 1o
British politics, there is some evidence
that Britain's vote to leave the EU in 2016
had a positive impact on Trump's election

IFSstarmers
clection is greeted
positively by
Biden's hase amd
Hoating voters,
he could connect
his campailgn to
Labour’ in the way
that Trump did

with Brexit.

mid increasingly violent

cross-horder exchanges

o e Belween Israel and

Hezbollah m Lebanon, and

erowing fears of a full

scale war, Hezbaollah chief
Hassan Nasrallah last week threatened to
attack Cyprus il the Mediterranean island
macke its military bases avallable Lo [srael

Washington has cautioncd Isracl against
any escalation that might encourage
other Irnn-backed Shiote militias [rom
Afghanistan, Irag, Yemen, and Syria to
jodn in, but that warning poses questions:
What would the US advise European
capitals 1o do if Naseallah threatened them
over any disagreements they might have
with Tehran? And who will guarantee
that Tehran, once it produces nuclear
weapons, will not threaten to use them
against Cvprus or the rest of Europe?

s o secrel Lhal America 1S restinine
[srae] from restoring calm in its north by
engaging Hezhollah, What s puzsling
1= thatl Washington offers no alternative

Later that year. Trump sought to connect
his campaign to the UR's "liberation”®
from the EL, and said his victory would
b “ Brexit plus, plus, plus”

i1 ks plausible that the Brden campaten
in 20024 might benefit in a similar way
fromn Starmer’s electbon. IFf Starmerts
Eleciion is greeted positively by Bulen™s
base and floating voters, he could also
connect his campaign to Labour’s in the
way that Trump did with Brexit.

Second, as PP FRniSHeEr, STArmer
may be able 1o take policy poitions in
the four months before the November
clection to help the Whilte House incum
bent. It will be a delicate line to walk.
Starmer has insisted he “will waork with
whoever i elected™ In November and
woltld not want to be seen to be working
agalnst Trump. At the same time, Labou
are WleologEical Fellow travelers of Lhe
Democrals and will privately have a
sirong preference for a Biden victory,

COme early opportunity to help Biden

other than asking Israel to accept Nasral
lal's terms: Hezbhollah will stop attacking
I=racl ondy Wit ends 1S wWar im Gaga, i
position MNasrallah restated last weelk

If Isracl followed American advice
and Lebanese demands, it would give
Nasrallih a say in matiers that do not
concern him — specifically, relatbons
bstween Israe] andd the Palestinians, That
wollld undermine the concept of the
ratiden state and e Toumsdation of the
riotsal order, butl US Presicdent Joe Biden
appcars to be fine with it.

In July 2006, Hezbollah initiated a
devastating 33-day war with 1srael, osten-
sibly 1o loree the latier into a prisoper
swap, which occurred aller the war, The
conflict ended with UN Security Coundcil
Hesolution 1701, which ordered the
disarmament of all militias in Lebanon,
th pedeployment of Hezhollah hghters
north of the Litant River (about 30 km

rom the Lebhanese Israeli border), and
the deployment of the Lebuness Armmed
Forces alongside an expanded UN Interim

CHRIBTOPHER FHILLIPE
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may be NATOS T5th anniversary swummiit
in Washington from July 8. In opposition,
Starmer pitched in vain for a hizh-profile
meeting with Biden. At the summit, i
JIHL! Frae 1 By presilent who 8 Keen 1o
have his photo taken with the victorious
Labsour beader,

slarmer cowld also assist by emnpha-
s1zing the URs commitment to NATO.
Trump, a MATO skeptic, has long claimed
that LS allies do not pay their way.
Labsotir has already pledged 1o raiss
delense spending 1o 2.5 percent of gross
domestic prodoct. Starmer could malke
mich of this in Washington, cnabling
Biden to reassure US voters that, unlike
Trump, he has been able to persuade
allles to spend more on NATO,

Bevond NATO, Starmer will have other
opportunities to support Biden. Lahaouw

1% commiiied to the war i Ukralne, and
should the Dailing Biden-bac ked Gaza
ceascfire plan gain traction, Starmer
would be well positioned to offer the

Force in Lebanon between the river and
the border,

The resolition also feguifed Lelanon
and Israel to negotiate border disputes.
[n 2322, they demarcated their maritime
border, but Hezbollah has since refused
to negotiate the 13 dispuied land points,
insisingE thal Israel withadraw uniliaterally
o Face bBatthe,

Hezbollah launched an offensive
against lsrael last October, the day after
the Hamas attack on Israel and Israel’s
retalintory invasion of Gaza. Nasrallah
declared that this war was not about the
horder, baut to pin down Israeli forces in
the north, diverting them from the Gaza
[ront, Hezbollah's offensive bad not only
oceupicd 100000 Isracki soldiers in the
north but also displaced tens of thousands
af Israelis and inflicted econamic and
foirbsm losses, e sald, and .'||:|:||_'. s W
mow dhiscussing a Hexbollah securty 2one
in porthern Israel.

Taking & victory lap even before the
ghting has escalated mto full-scale

White House high-profile support.

hat said, Labour and the Democrats
are not fully aligned on all aspects
of forelgn palicy, While Biden (anc
Traimp) characterize China as an TR R
sary, Labour want ties with Beging to
“endure and evolve ™ That maore noanced
ppproach fmom London may prove o peolnd
of contention with Washington, Starmer
could therefore further assist Biden by
playing down any potential disagree-
ments until after the US elections,

Dhesqaiie all this, ihe bmpsact of a Staraer
Fandslicle on the US elections coald be
Limited. Domestic issacs tend to decide
elections, and if Biden cannot make a
strongE enough case agatnst Trump at
hismme, then he may be doomed anyway,
However, if the race is close, every vote
will count. The few voters wiho might bhe
persiiached 10 hack the iIncumbent beeciiisee
ol the Starmeer [Actor could make the
difference. I so, Biden may have Starmer
to thank.

Who will
guarantee that

Tehran, onee it
produces nuclear
weapons, will
nol threaten to
use them against
Cyprus or the rest
of Europe?

Biden has no answer to Hezbollah's spreading threat

HUSEAIN ABDUL-HUSSAIN

conflict, Nasrallah assured his followers
that the forthcoming battle with Israel
waslllel chanee the reon, be e most
honorable battle sinvce 1948, and lead 1o
Isracl's annihilation,

The Biden adminisiration appears to
have few strategies to help Israel beyond
asking i (o stop s southern offensive
to aviond porthern conllict, Washington
merely echoes Iran and Hezbollah's
thireats, advising lsrael — and perhaps
now Cyprus oo — (o heed them., This
reverses the classic diplomatic strategy
of speaking softly while wielding a big
giick, Instead, the Biden administration
Palks toeh arainst Iran and iz militias
bul his veld to make its threats look
believable.

MNasrallah probably understands that
Biden its more focused on his re-election
in Nosvember than on Middle Eastermn
allars. and he may bedieve the TS will
allow Hezbollah to continue its aggres
sion against Isracl — and now apparently
Evrope 1oo



10

ARAB NEWS Saturday, June 22, 2024

Opinion

Algeria a key part of Turkiye’s North Africa strategy

lgeria occupies a key
position in Turkiyve's
Africa pivot, being neither
distant nor an ally, while
presenting both opportu-
nities and challenges inits
relations with Ankara. Algerian President
Abdelmadjid Tebboune's state visit to
Turklve in 2022 and President Recep
Tavyip Erdogan’s reciprocal visit last year
cemented bes,
There were several reasons lor sethacks
in Turkish-Algerian

to the the post-2000 era. Iran has tned to
exploit lackluster ties between Turkiye
and Algeria. The Syrian crisis was an
tmpeortand groand for this Tranian strategy.
The increasing alignment in the
policies of Algpera and Iran have gained
momenium since the Syrian crisis. while
Turkive stood in the opposite camp to the
Algerian-Tranian axis. Tran and Algeria
have adamantly opposed any foreign
interference in Syria's internal affairs.
They took a similar stance at the 2012
meeling of the Organiza-

relations, but now there f’.i lion of Islamic Coopera-
arc compelling reasons tion in Makkah, where the
for progress. In 1855, The so-called suspension of Syria was
Turkiye sided with the Arab E-]ll'lllg-l:l-f approved by an absolute
West and abstained [rom majority, with the only
a UN vole on Alpena’s 2010 introduced ohpections coming from
self-determination. The another dimension  jranand Algeria.
wartime independence 1o their relations, Iranian leaders have
mavement perceived underlined several times
Turkiye's abstention as albeltnotina Lthart Iran and Algerin have
gicling with France. In ]HHIﬂ“-" manner the capacity to create a
19640, following a change new world order, adding
in government, Turkive voted (o suppor that they conld be an exemplar of brath-
Algenia’s independence. erly ties via the expansion and diversifica-
Turkiye and Algeria had a distant tion of relations in all spheres. Supreme

relationship throughout the Cold War
erit, In 1985, Prime Minister Turgui
Orzal apeloglzed for Turkiye’s partiality
toward France in the 1950s, Despite these
overtures and the collapse of the Iron
Curtain, the two countries failed to find
COHTIMON grogd,

The so-called Arab Spring of 2010
introduced another dimension to their
relations, albelt not in a positive manner. Ti

i= important 1o add the Iranian dimension

Leader Ali Khamenei has said several
titmes that the North African siate has been
i good partner and an anti-Isreli resis-
tance fromt sinee the Iranian Revolution

in 19740,

The other point that brings Algeria and
Iran together is their anti-imperialist
stance, Algeria has moved closer (o lran in
an atbempt to challenge the West's prefer-
ence for Morocoo as lis partner in the

region, Against this backdrop, Iran stands

SINEM CENGIZ

Srwm Cangd @ Turkh
Fofbcal anokat who
spocilzes i Turkyo g
roiations wich tho Mddle Eoot

K: pilinemCngy

as i regional rival for Turkiyve inits Algeria
pivot, as Tehran and Algiers have more in
cormnon when it comes o several regional
ebssbers,

However, the waning French influence
in Algeria is plaving into the hands of
Turkiye. France is seeing a serious decline
in its traditional colonial influence across
the Maghreb, particularly among the
new elites, who are less inclined toward
a pro-French ideclogy. For instance, the

Algerian government s 2021 decision (o

Turkive has increased its military activity,
Alperia is also a strategic gate to Turkiye’s
AMaghreh policy, in which it has economic,
energy and military objectives,

Algeria is the fourth-largest economy
in Africa and an important source of
cnergy due to its large reserves of natural
resources. Turkish investments in Algeria
have already surpassed China's and are
significant across o multitude of sectors.
In terms of economic cooperation, the

prospeciive membership of Turkive and

prohibit French military Algeria in the BRICS
planes from using its :’ii Frouping 1s expeclted to
agirspace carricd signifi- add yet another dimension
cant implications bevond Turkish to these relations.
symbolism. Algeria alms imvestmments in Although recent

Lo show 1o France that
it historical role in the

Algeria have

econanmie and poditicil
cooperation s making il

region, shaped by its already surpassed an importani partner for
colonial past, is not as China’s and are Turkiye, Algena is still a
sirong as before, _ - new foreign policy arena
significant across a i TE
This rellects a shill in fior Turkish policymakers
mindset among Algerian multitude of sectors as thev seek to establish

leaders and paves the way

for Turkive to Gl the vacuwm of France,
which is alarmed by the growing Turkish-
Algenan relationshipe The French concern
is not only refated to economic or political
losses, but also iis military influence
across Lhe Maghreb.

Turkive is trying to consolidate its polit-
ical and military presence in Libya, it has
aglready fixed its ties with Egyvpt and it is
carefully maintaining a balanced relation-
ship with Tunisia and Morocco. Within
this context, Ankara is placing great
importance on lts relations with Algeria,

which shares a border with Libva, where

a permanent relatlonship
based on mutually benelicial interesis,
Material cooperation shoubd be supported
by nonmaterial cooperation. In this regard,
conperation on the Palestinian cause offers
a sipnificant avenue for Turkish-Algerian
relations because, for many years, their
bilateral ties were complicated by Ankara's
close relations with Isracl

Also, Turkive should walk a fine line in
its relations with Algeria and Morocoo,
which are at odds. 50, while Algeria offers
opportunities for Turkiye, it also has its
challenges related to other countries’
competitive influence there,

How Saudi female entrepreneurs can be encouraged to flourish

n the past few weeks | have at-
tended several events for female
entrepreneurs in Saudi Arabia ai
which a common compdaint was a
lack of networking opportunities
and financing.

At one event in Jeddah bosted by the
American Chamber of Commerce in
Saudi Arabia, a panel of voung, creative
Saudi women spoke
with enthusiasm aboul
the prospecis that had

&

as the one organized by the Amenican
Chamber is in engaging and sharing
Enowledsze with a select number of
peaple who can offer support technically
and financially and open doors,

The challenge of networking does niot
scem to be a Sandi-specific issue. Marvam
Hassani, a voung and ambitious Emirati
tech entreprenenr, said It was harder for
wHnen o network
and find funding for

their starivups, and

opened up o them to While it is easy to access Lhe market. She
expand and grovw their start a business, it is co-founded Zealouas,
businesses since the i fi . a platform that makes
launch of Yision 20030, mportant to s networking kess

and the support they LI Ell!itﬂlﬂlllg and randaom, amblguons
have received from scaling it amd Ume-consuming,

pubdic and private
imstitutions,

However, they also pointed to the
challenge of raising funds and accessing
markets that require networking and
relationship building. The hig evenis
can be daunting and difficult, At LEAP24
in Riyacdh in March, mile-led startups
accounted for almost 90 percent of the
dreals, while female-led startups made up
only (L2 percent of transactions.

The advantage of small events such

srm
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In May 2023, Hassani

launched an app that
sugpests the contacts of people near by
with common interests and goals, The
response has been amazing. Interest-
ingly, it iz mostly men who are using the
SEFVICE,

Another valuabde observation Hassani
made was on the common problem for
startups of inding the nght people Lo
waork with. She recommends having
partners who complement each others
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skills, expertise and even personality, not
someone who is too similar, so that they
complete and balance each other. She also
recommends being open to change, going
through the experience and learning, and
beimng honest with onesell in geiting to
the truth.

Financing is the other major challenge,
especially for female entrepreneurs.
While it Is easy o start a
business, it is important

io focs on sustaining

L

coonomies. The established business
ownership rate has reached a new peak
of nearly 14 percent, an almast three-
fold increase from 2021, Furthermaore,
the ratio of women to men starting or
running a new business jumped from one
woman for every 10 men in 2008 to cight
for every 10 in 20rEL
However, the Tear of failure continues
10 be o major inhibitor
for starting a business
among Saudi entrepre-

ani] scaling it. The fear of fallure neurs, and it reguires
e pumerfSNE - continues tobe amajor T s
impressive 3.1 percent inhibitor for !i-lﬂl'llllg‘ﬂ are several areas for
in the final gquarter of business TS Sanndi improving the entre-
last vear to more than CIreprencnrs preneurial ecosystem,
1.3 million, driven by including enhancing
sirong pubiic invest: pecess 1o Ainancing,

ment, robust personal initiatives and the
highest venture capital investments of
any ecosystem in the region. However,
SMEs face challenges in making a profit
and sustaining their business due to
financial expenses and debt, managerial
mexperience and imefheient stalf,

The Kingdom continues to uphold its
position as a top-three entrepreneurial
econony among 49 leading glohal
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strengthening entrepreneurship educa-
tion, fortifving business infrastrachure
and enhancing legislative support,
Entreprencurs and business owners
in general need to be innovative —
especially in using technology — adaptive
to market changes and needs, and be
customer-centered. Female entrepre-
neurs also need more networking and
financing opporiunities.,
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This ghobal industry must now

chart a course for the tremendous
errosvih that lies ahead.

Reoooon Willkume
T airalegy offcer, ofMahons wind ar OWED
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The Middie East is yet to see any major developments In the production of of fshore wind energy due to the massive iInvestments involved and readily avallable onshore looatlons. Shutterstocs

availability of a skilled worklforee

. I o with experience in this industry,”
Significant Investment said the GWEC report.

Is needed to unlock the The document added thal
potential L4000 gigawalls the Middle East is vet to sec
of oifshore wind energy anv major developments in the
in the Middle East production of  offshore  wined
and North Africa, an energy due 1o the massive invest-
analysis has founnd. ments involved and readily avail-

[n iis latest report, the Glohal
Wind Energy Council sabd Sandi
Arabda, Morocoo, Egypl,  and
Oman coukd lead the way in
developing this sector, which is
il at a nascent stage as offshore
achvities in the region are mostly
connected with oil and gas.

This mode of povwer generation
I8 conskdered crucial in the energy

able onshore locations.

"However, trends are shifting
in the Middle East. Efforts lo
diversify cnergy sources, poten:
tial development of subses inter-
connectors to Europe, and the
potential of green encrgy/green
product exporls may encourage
MENA couniries lo reconsider
their original stance on offshore
win,” sabd GWEC.

ransition  joanmey, a5 olfshore
wind is good for the envimonment Saudi Arabia to
becanse it generates electricity become a key player

without buming any feel or
emilting any carbon dioxide,

Morcover, wind af sea is
sironger, more consistent and
less  turbualent than on  land,
which helps generate energy in a
reliable manner.

"The zgnificant potential of
offshore wind iIndicates that
there may (and should) he devel-
opment in  the Middle East.
However, this depends greatly
on the nvestment environment,
national regulations, and permmil-
ting procedures, as well as the

In itz report. GWEC projected
that Saudi Arabia has an overall
offshore capacity of 06 GW along
its eastern and western coasts.,
The analysis further noted that
Sauchl Arabi’s increasing atten-
tion to renewable energy sources
will catalvee the growth of wind
power gencration in the future.
“The oil-rich Fingdom
currently has only one onshore
wind farm i operation {Dumat Al
Jandall but has ambitioass further
renewalde energy plans. By 2030,

the country ams 1o generate hall

INVESTMENTS

Middle East has 1400 GW of
offshore wind potential: GWEC

Saudi Arabia, Morocco, Egypt, and Oman could lead the way in developing this sector

The significant potential
ol olfshore wind indicates

that there may (amnd
should) be development
in the Middle East.
However, this depends

greatly on the investment
environment, national
regulations, and
permitting proceduores,
as well as the availability
of a skilled workforee
with experience in

this indusiry.

of its energy supply from renew-
able emergy sources and o reach
el -2ero by 20607 said GWEC,

According (o the report, Sawdi
Arabia's renewahle cnergy targets
combined with the launch of
massive green hvdrogen projects
and the vision to exporl clean
products are expected to propel
the development of both onshore
and alfshore wind projects.

Morocco considering
offshore wind projects
GWEC noted that the govern-
ment of Morocoo §8 serously
considering developing offshore
wind propects as the nation s
heavily reliant on encrgy impors,
with over 91 percent of s power

coming fmom external sounces,

Moreover, the Maoroccan
government has made significant
progress i the ficld of renewablde
energy, and currenthy has a target
of reaching 51 percent of power
coming from green sources by
the end of this decade

"Although there are no sel
targets for the development of
cffshore wind, the povernment is
taking serions steps in considering
the possibility of this technodogy
in the region,” said GWELC.

Addittonally, the European
Tnvestment Bank recenily
awartled the Moroccan Agency
for Sustainable Encrgy a 32 billion
grant to conduct a feasibility shudy
fowr offshore wind in Morooon,

A previous study conducted by
GWEC had projected Momooos
offshone wind potential at 300 GW,

Global outlook

According o the report, the
industry connected 108 GW of
offshome wimd to the gnd in 2023
representing a 24 percent vear-
of-vear 1ise, bringing the total
capsacity 1o 75.2 GW globally,

China led the world in anmual
offshore wind developments for
the sixth year in o row with 6.3
LY adebedd lase vear.

Om the other hand, Europe
acdided A8 GW of new offshore
wind capacity from 11 wind farms
commdsstoned across seven
markets accounting for most of
the new capacity.

However, In North America,
offshore wind turbines were
installed &t two  utility-scale
offshore wind projects in the US
beefore the end of kast vear, bat no
offshore turbines were commis-
siamed im 2025

The report further noted thad
the offshore wimd energy sector
will witness a compound average
annul growth rate of 25 percent
ikl 2028 and 15 percent up (o the
early 2030s,

GWEC Market Infellipence
acidied that at least 410 GW of new
offshore wind capacity will be
addded between 2024 and 2053
of which more than two-thirds is
Hkely to be added in the second
hall of this forecast period.

“The growth of offshore wind

5 now s0 much more than a
Eumopean, Chinese, or American
story. This global indusiry must
now ‘charl a course’ for the
trememnddous  growth that les
ahead” said Rebecra Williams,
chief sirategy officer, offshore
windl, at GWEL.

she added: "It mmportant to
note the ofshore wind ndustry
and ifs partners o government,
institutkons, and civil society
are now coalescing and drving
mmnenium in  anticipation of
the industry's impending growth
and Importance as a clean energy
technodogy.”

The report highbighted that
the Membership of the Global
Offshore Wind Alliance, a dipho-
matic, multi-stakeholder inftiative
founded by GWEC, the Interna-
tional Renewable Energy Agency,
anid Denmark has swelled to over
20 povermments. GWEC noled
these 20 nations have pledped to
collaborate toward installing 380
W of offshore wind by 20050 and
2000 GW by M0G0,

“GWEC 13 seemg wadespread
recognition across mdustry and
govermments that the key drivers
for offshore wind are now in place
— from  government  commil-
ments amnd sustainable economic
erowih, to increased oonsumer
chernand andd inddustrial decarbon-
reation,” added Williams,
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Business Saudi Arabia

KEY GROWTH LEVER

Kingdom’s
mergers
and

acquisitions
volume hits 7%
$955min |
first quarter |

Middle East targeted volume
reached $6.21 billion, with
technology the leading sector
with 42 deals worth S1.56 billion

Disyan Abou Tine Hiyadh

sandl Arabia led the
Middle East in mergers
and acquisitions in the
chemicals sector in the
first guarter of 2024,
with 8500 million worth
of deals, according

to recent data.

Figures from financial markets
platform Dealogic showed that
the Kingdom's todal M&A deal
volume during this period
reached 3055 million, with the
chemicals sector accounting for
2.4 percent of the total,

Saucli Arabda was the only
country in the region to show
activity in this sector, and a report
from management consulting
firm Kearney earller this month
sugpested that chemical execu-
bves are expecting more MEAS
led by strategic investors such as
national oil companies.

“Hecent deals by majpor players
like Arameco and ADNOC under
seore the region’s commitment
o leveragzing M&A as a key
growth lever, setting the stage
for a dynamic and transforma-
bve period ahead” saiwd Jose
Alberich, pariner, Middle East
and Africa at Bearney at the time,

The hgures [om  Dealogic
revealed that the professional
services sector was the second
larpeted sector, with deals
worth S160 million, accounting
for a 168 percent share of the
Kingdom's total.

Technology was close behind
with SI138 million in deal value,
capturing a 14,5 percent shire,

Retall and insurance sectors
represented 7 opercent and 4.1
percent of the total, respectively.

Across the region

The fipures revealed that dunng
the first three months of the
vear, the Middle East targpeted

M&A volume reached 56.210
Billkon, with technolopy being
the leading sector with 42 total
cheals worth 3156 ballion.

Fimance [ollowe] with 9 deals
amounting 1o 513 billion, while
the oil and gas sector, which
topped the list o vear amo with
deals valued at £1.5 hbillion, fell
tothe elghth place with just $273
million in deals.

Acoording {a] Diealogic,
domestic transactions were the
dominant contributor, making
up 55 percent of the Middle
Easts M&A volume across 91
deals, In comtrast, outhound
transactions aceounted for 45
percent with a total of 38 deals.

Buwaill emerged as the top
contributor to GCC nations' total
M&EA deal volume, amounting
ta 51.12 hillion, all of which were
eubounind deals.

The UAE followed closely wath
a decal value of 3368 million, of
which 58 percent were domestic,

Saucdi Arabia secured  thiord
position with 18 deals valued
at £955 million, of which &0
percent were ot boumd.

Compared Lo the same quarter
of 20023, the Muddle East's deal
vodume dechined by 27 percent.

Global slowdown
[n i= report, Dealogic explained
that global M&A activily expen-
ence a significant decline dunng
this pericd, with the mumber of
transactions falling by 31 percent
o TMGE marking onc of the
quictest quarters for dealmakers
in mearly two decades,

The slowdown was  largely
attributed to hizgh capital costs,
with Swilzerand being the only
major cconemy o cul interest
rates in 2024,

Ackditionally, genpolit-
iwal  lemsions,  including the:
emergence of the Middle East
s new Trods ble Botspol
alomgside CEing

- ¥

conflicts mvolving Russia and
Ukraine, amd tensions between
Washingtom and Befjing over
Tagwan, further contributed (o the
sithouped activity in deal making,

Drivers of activity
In a paper published in
september, the Bt om

Consulting Groap said govern-
ment support has been a driving
foree behind significant M&A
aclivilies among  emerging
markei players in recent vears,
particularly in the Middle East,
a8 firms aim at expanding their
global presence,

saudi Arabia’s SABIC acquired
a 315 percent stake in Clariant,
nearing  the 333 percent
threshold for a  mandatory
takeover bid under Swiss law,

The LTAES state-owned
ADNDC purchased a 24 percent
interest in OMY, increasing its
indirect stakes in Borealis and

The Boston
Consulting Group
sabd government

support has
been a driving
force bohind

M-Eh acthities
as frme alm

at expanding
their glabal
prosgnce. =0

Borouge, and is in talks to merge
them.

Addittonally, Sandi Aramco
acquired Valvoline Inc’s global
products business for S35
billion in 20023, This acquisition,
sccording o BOG, enhances
Aramco’s lubricant portfolio by
integrating Valvolines manufac:
turing and distribuiion network
and s research and develop-
ment capabilities,

The research  haghligzhted
three  additional key  reasons
driving changes in macro trends
in M&A, portiofio diversifica-
tion, vertical integration, and
technology acquisition.

Companies are increasingly
expaiiding  their  portfolios
through acquisitions o enter
new  markets and  product
segments, often over extended
periods. Additionally, the focus
hax shifted from  trsditbonal
feedstock-focused  acquisitions
o sustainable diversification
of petrochemical value chains,
prioritizing  higher-mangin

and less cyclical businesses.
In essence, Lhis means thal
rather than prnmanly acquiring

companics  to sccure raw
materials, the emphasis is now
o achieving sustainable  and
balanced  growth across  the
pelrochemical value chain. The
current priority is o invesi in
businesses that generate higher
profits and are less affected by
market fuctuations. This shil
aims fo create a more resilient
and profitable business mode] in
the long term,

This stratlegic emphasis on
specialties 15 fostening  vertical
integration  into  dowmnstream
gegments, a8 evidenced by
significant  acquisitbons by
industry leaders such as Saacdi
Aramco, SABIC, Thatland's FTT.
and Malaysias PETRONAS.

According to the BCG paper,
gaiming or retaining technolosy
leadership i= a key driver for
MEA activity. Acquisitions and
falt ventures are cruckl lor
POSILIONINEG COMPAnics s majpor

Hecent deals
by major
players like
Aramaeo

anmd ADNOC
nnderscore

the reglon's

Ccoanamitment

1o leveraging
M&Aasakey

growth lever,
seiting the

stage for a
dynamic andd
iransforma-
tive period
ahead.

Jose Alberich
Pamnar, Mchda Eai?
it AT Al Bl iy

A report from
management
eansulting firm

Maarrey carfker
this mamth

sugEested
that chemical
cxecutives

are sapocting
micre MaAs lod

by strategic
investors such
as natiaonnl ol

campanlas, 5HA

suppliers  in the  e-mobility
sepment and  the  related
electronic chemicals and battery
industry.

As demand for sustainable
scfuitbons prows, companies ane
ncreasingly  recognizmg  the
potential of e-mobality. Throwgh
stratcgic MEA including
technodogy acquisitibons and
research  and  developrent
invesimenis, they aim to secure
competitive advantages in this
rapkdly expanding market.

According (o Drealogeic,
technodogy-focused d=als
accounted for 21 percent of the
global M&A activity in the first
three months of 2024, This was
fodbowed by healthcare at 14
peroent and finance at 1 percent.

(1] and gas stood at 9 percent,
with wtility amnd energy at 7
percenl, amd real estate and
property sectors represeniing 5
percent of the tofal MEA activity.

Al atiracting funds
Diealogics report highlighted that
the largest global technology deals
were driven by artificial mtelli-
gence. The surge i Al has signifl-
cantly boosted Nvidia's market
capatalization 1o 524 trillvon, with
the company making investments
in seven Al-related firms during
this period.

Saudl Arabia also plans to estaky-
lish a $40 ballion fund dedicated to
mvesting mn artifcial intelligence,
according 10 a report [om the
Mew York Times in March,
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Oy goal is to play a more significant
role within the International Federation
of Journalists in the coming period.

Adhwan A=A hmar

Crremrrnias OF Theie Saied | doirralars S =gt

419,

X b

-
-
-

Tha decislon appaars te reflect Antli-Defamation League CEQ Jonathan Greenbiatt's position that ‘wntl-Tlonism s antisamitism, full stop,’ a8 he stated |na 2033 speach. AFF

Arkb Maws | oocdon

Wikipedia has labelled the
Anti-Defamation Leagne,

a prominent Israell clvil
rights organization, as
“mwencrally unreliable” Tor
its work on the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict,
effectively declassifying it
as a lop source on s pages.

Editors of the worlds langest
online encyciopedia conclwded
that the AL, knowm as the
premier Jewish civil rizhits organi-
zatbom in the 1S, cannod be trusted

as a neitrad souree of indormation

'SHAMELESS POLITICIZATION'

Wikipedia labels Israeli civil
rights group as ‘unreliable’

Anti-Defamation League under scrutiny for its rigid definition of antisemitism

aboul antiscmitism and the Ismel-
Palestine crisis.

"ADL mo longer appeears to
slhere 1o a serions, mainsiresim
and ntelectually cogent defing-
tion of anbscmitism, bul has
instead given in to the shameless
politicization of the very subpect
that it was originally esieepned
[or being reliable on” an editor
ko as Iskandarizs, wwho indti-
wtedd the discussion aboast the
ADL, wrobe in a cetate Chread,

Editors highlighted the define
tion of Zionism, the Jewish nation:
alist movement advocating for the
creation of an Israell state, as a key

reasan for the declassifeation.

FASTFACT

Editors of the world's
largest online encyclopadia
concluded that the ADL,
known as the premier Jawish

civil rights organization in the
USs, cannot be trusted as a
neutral saurce of infarmation
about antisemitism and the

Israel-Palestine crnsis.

The decision, which equates the
ADL with tablodds, is a significant
blow to the organization’s histor-
jcal staius as a key source of infor-

imation reFandinge the trecking of

antisemitism in the US

The ADL has faced scrutiny for
its methodobszies and its rigid
chefinttion of antisemitlsm

Expers repeatedly  expressed
skepiicism about the organiza-
tion's decision to classify demon:
sirations featuring  “anti-Zhmnist
chants and slogans” ax antisemitic,

Critics argue that this classi:
fication does ol represent the
full spectrum of antsemitism,

becaiss I exclhindes Bewish

progre==ives and others critical of

lsTael

The Forward, a US-kewish
mewspaper, found at least 3000
cases that ralzer] oaweerms aboal

the ADL's loggming system.

This decision appears to reflec
ADL CEC Jonathan Greenhlatt’s
position  that  “anti-Zionlam s
antsemilism, [ull stop” as he
stated in a 2022 speech.

Crrecnbdatt has often been ot
cized for his strong stance on the
ksase and has been accused of 3
peartisan approach toward Isrmel,

In November, he endorsed Elon
Musk, who had posted] an anfise-
mibe conspiracy theory on his X
account, while more recently he
described US student protests as
Iranian “proxies” and compared
the Palestinlan keffivel scarf 1o a
wihsl K.

COLLABORATION

Saudi

Journalists
Associalion
observes
International
Federation
meelings

Arib Nawa Loooon

The Sauch Journalists Associa-
ton tock part on Wednesday
as an observer in the Interna-
tHonal Federation aof Journalisis®
meelings in London,

The event, hosted by the UK
Nattonal Undon of Journalists,
explored the impact of arthb-
cial mtelligence on journalism
and the safeiy of media profes
siomals in conflict zones.

The IF], the worlds largesi
unlon iradde
wnions, vowed o help develop
journalisis’ skills to adapt to the
rapid cvolution of journalistic
tools, ncleding the prowing
influence of Al

Adbwan Al-Ahmari, chaimrman
of the Saud] Jourmalists Associa-
Hon, emphasized the impor-
tance of oollaborating with
mmternational press  federa
tions and knowledge exchange
o further develop the Saudi
Ass0c TN,

“This marks the st time the
association has participated as
an abserver alter HEning the IFT
firte last vear” Al-Ahman sasl.

"Our goal 15 to play a more
sipmiificant role within the feder
ation in the coming period.”

of  Journalisis’

Tha Saudl Jourmalists Associntion
wal founded in 2003 as & clhvil

soclety body that acts as an
umbrella for the country's press

profesalonats =2

Arnbh Mews | oo

The Samli Tourism AtEority
on Monday made its debal at
the Cannes Lions International
Festival of Creativity, where
it iz promoting the Kingdom's
burgeoning creative sector as a
key driver of tourism.

Fahd Hamdckaddin, the orsaondza-
tion's CEQL sild authorities in the
country are commuatied to placing
creativity and mnovation at the
forefront of their plans for diver-
stfication of the national economy.
He also emphasized the mle the
mdustry can play i shaping
global percepbtions of Sawdi Arabia
.IIII.I. IH1I[IIIIr|I1|.: ererin II!'.I:II:hHiI:'
changes in the Ringcdom

“Storytelling is something that
Arahia has always cherished and
creativity is the beacon of our
[uture; it's the beauty of imag-
nation mecting nmnovaton,”
Hamidaddin  said during his
kevnote speech on the opening
day of the Ave-day eveni in
France.

“We are experiencing a trans-
which takes Saudi
tArabail from being odl-depen-
dent to becoming a fully diver-
siftcd, hyper-growith economy

formiaiion

that sits at the center of the
world, economibcally, socially
and creatively as well”

He highlighted VATIONRS

cultural  developments  and

addvances that have taken plice

MEY DRIVER

Saudi tourism makes its Cannes Lions debut

y o= ._.:'— - -.-'-;l.l]-'-.'-_l
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THISE AR
MMEE

The Saud| Tourlam Autherity an Monday made it debut at the Cannas
Liana Intermational Festival of Craativity, Sopplad

Storyielling is something
that Arabia has

always cherished and
creativity is the beacon
of our future; its the
beauty of Imagination
mectling inmovation.

Favhd Harmiddddin
Eousd Fountem &uihorty TEC

i the Kingdom over the pas
fow years as toestaments o the
country's srowing ambitions on
the world stage, including art
exhibitions amd a burgeoning
entertainment scene, with the
country submitting entnies fo
the Oscars and the Cannes Film
Festival. Homidaddin noted the

erowing number of creators,
home-grown and  from  ofhes
calniries, Wi are |:'||l|;|_|'|.||||.||.r|;.'_
to Lthe development of the sector
in the Kingdom and extended an
apen mvitation for more collab-
oralors (o explore opportounities
fo work with Sauchi authoritics
and create award-winning work
waorthy of recognition by the
Cannes Lions festival.

“If wou think you know Sawd,
think agmn”™ he said. "Even
saudis don't recognize it amid
the changes and transformations
happening every day”

The Cannes Lions Interna-
tioreal  Festival of Creativity
|:|-|';.'_.1|| an Jumse 17 and continues

prtad June 21,
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I've just done a pood job ol getting mentally ready and
physically ready. Its my eighth week but [ feel good.

Tesiri Kim

Lok Trgvelksey mHpmey

N
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‘ Sport News

EURD 2024

Sport

Yaremchuk the hero as UKraine Briefs
battle back to beat Slovakia

Shaparenko equalized shortly after halttime and then set up

substitute Yaremchuk to score the winner 10 minutes from time

AFP [us=ssidord

Boman Yaremchuk
scored the winning goal
as Ukraine beat Slovakia
2:1 at Euro 20x24 on Friday,
sparking tears from

thelr players and earning
the congratulations of
President Voledymyr
Zelensky for keeping alive

their chances of reaching
the knockout rounds.

Ukraine trailed to an early Ivan
Schranz  poal in
and were in danger of suffenng
another defeat after losing -0
to Romankia in their opening

gam«e at the tournament,

Bt Mykola  Shaparenko
egualized shortly after halftime
and then set up substitute
Yaremchuk to score the winner
[0 minutes from time to gt
Ukraines campaign in Group E
wpp and running,

“The plavers showed the spirii
of Ukraine on the patch and
deserved the win” said coach
serhiy Kebrov, whose team are
plaving at a first major tourna-
menl =inee Husslan
invaded in 2022

"Today it was a very umpor-
tamt win for Ukralne and for
our country, I'm =ure Lhey were
prouwd,” Rebrov added.

Zelensky prected the win on
X, formerly Twitter, by writing
“Way 10 go puys!™ He said it
showed a country “that takes a
punch amd overcomes obstacles
. I his is exactly what Ukraine’s
Mational Foothall Team is doing
today.”

Slovakia knew victory would
have taken them through to the
knockout stage with a game to
spaire, baet the resull means they,
Ukraine and Romania are all
level on three points in a wide
open Group k.

Romania play Belglum, who

Fourees

Diesseldor?

are bottom without a point, on
saturday in Frankbart before
the final round of matches next
Wednesilay,

As they had before their Arst
game against the Romanians, the

Ukraine plavers emerged onio

the sadden piich in Duessedcdor!

with Ukrainian Hags draped
over their shoulders.

With the war In their
homeland still raging, It was
impossihle o avold the political
narrative 1o this match.

Slovakia shares a border
with Ukraimme but the country's
populist Prime Minister
Robwert Fico whio survivied
being shot in an assassination
attenpt Last month — opposes
giving military aid to the Ulkrai-
mians in their bGehl  against
the Hussians.

Last weekend Peter Pellegrinig
wis sworn in as Slovaklas new

Ukrpkne's forword Roman
Yaremchuk scores his
team’s sscond good past
Flovakla's goalkeeper
Martin Dubravien and defendar
Milan Skriniar during the
UEFA Evuro 2024 Group E
football match betweoen
Slovakln and UWkralne at the
Duessabdort Arann @
Duesehdort cn Juna 21. 4FF

president after a campaign
dominated by divisions over
Ukraine,

Hiz predecessor, Zuzana
Caputova, was a staunch
Ukraine sUpporter, b
Pellegrind s in favor of peace
negotiations,

There was more supportl in
the stands for Ukralne than their
opponents at the Merkur Spiel-
Arcna, as Rebrov made [owar
changes following the heavy
Inss to Romania.

Captaln Taras  Stepanenko

and Girona winger Viktor
Tsyvgankov were among the
players to drop out, while Benfi-
cas Anatoliv Trubin started in
goal in place of Andriy Lunin,
whose ermors proved costly in
the opening matche

Slovakia, though, playved with
confidence after thew fine resull
against Belgiom, and Trubin
made one stop from Lukas
Haraslin belore producing a fine
repction save o deny Schrane.

They were soon rewarded for
their early pressure with the
opening soal

Trubin saved a David Hancko
free kick, then from the throw-in
which followed Haraslin lobhed
the ball from the byline to the
back post lor Schranz, of Slavia
FPrague, to head in.

However, Ukraine improved
and were almost level just after
the half-hour mark when a low

sirike by Olelsandr Tymchyk
wis tipped onto the far post
by the fngertips of Slovakia
goalkesper Martin Dubravika.

They drew level on 34 minules
after a fine move which ended
with Oleksandr Zinchenko's low
ball into the middle from the lefl
bring swepd home by Shapa-
renko, of Dynamo Kyiv.

Rebrovs team now had the
mamentutm and they hit the
woodwork again on 74 minutes
when Mykhailo Mudryk struck
the post from a tight angle after
being set up by Yaremchulk.

It was Yaremchulk, the siriker
who has spent the season in
Spain at Valencia, who got the
winner as he contralled Shapa-
renko’s high ball over the top
and poked past Dubravka to
spark wild celcbrations in the
stands and tears of joy from the
plavers at full time.

CYCLING

Pogacar confident in his UAE team
to deliver third Tour de France title

AFP Parlg

Tadej Popacar belicves he has
the right team in place to help
him fight for a third Tour de
France triumph with an eight-
rider UAE roster confirmed on
Friday.

“It's already my fifth time
coming to the Tour and I'm
really excited about 1L said
Pogacar, a back-to-back winner
i 2020 and 20021 who finished
runner-up in the past  wo
editions to Jonas Vingegaand,

"We've worked really hard
all year a5 a leam (o prepane
for this. We've spent a lot

Tadse| Pogacar,
a bk -to-back

winner I 2030
arnd 2021 wha

fnisbarcd runmnar-
up in the past two
aditions to Jonos

ALPY Fie photo |

of thme together as a group
traiming at  altitude and
put In a lot of hours n the
saddle. We're in a really good
place as a group”

25, will also he
bidding for the Giro d'ltalia
and Tour de France doukble,
last achicved by the late Marco
Pantani in 1998, with this vear's

Pogacar,

HIGHLIGHT

Pogacar, 25, will also be
bidding for the Gire d'Halia and
Tour de France double, last
achieved by the late Marco
Pantani in 1888, with this
year's Tour starting in Florence
gn June 29,

Tour starting in Florence on
Junrve M,

The Slovenian will be aecom-
panied by Britain® Adam Yates,
Spaniards Juan Ayuso and Marc
Soder, France's Pavel Sivakov,
Portuguese  Joao  Almeida,

Belgian Tim Wellens  and
Grermany s Nils Politt.

"We know what we have to
do to support Tadej,” said Yates,
third in last year’s Tour de
France.

"“We're aiming for the win
and we know If things go oar
way s possible so i jus
A matter of stayving [ocused
ard pulling together all the
way to Nice”

Avuso, winner of the Tour of
the Bascgue Country and third in
the 2022 Vuelta, and Almeida,
third in last vears Giro, will
compete In thedr Orst Touar de

Framce,

THE BEET OF THE REST

FPGA Travelers tilt

Back-to-back

birdies power
him to top spot

South Korea’s Tomn Kim, play-
g for his eighth consecutive
week, closed with hack-to-
baclk bardies to grab a two-
stroke kead after Thursday's
opening round of the PGA
Travelers Championship.

Om the eve of his 22nd
birthckay, Kim lired a bogey-
free eight-under-par 62 with
cight birdhies at THC River
Highlands in Cromwell, Con-
nectical

It was nice,” Kim said.
“Played a litile windy. Had a
few testers coming into keep
the: momenlum going, some
nice partts to po i to fGmish”

Fim =ank a 4-fool
birdie putt at the 17th hole
aml a seven-footer at 18 o
sedze i two-stroke edge in
the: feld. AFP

Transaction

Marseille sell
forward Yitinha

o Genoan

Marseille sold forward
Vitinha to Genoa on Friday
after loaning hilm to the Ttal-
lan side in the second hall of

last season.

Eoth clubs confirmed the
transier without elaborating,
Sports daily L'Equipe said
Gemoa paid CI6 million (3171
miillion} for the 24-vear-obd
from Portugal.

Vitinha cost Marseille
a club-record 32 million
curos (5342 million) when he

sigmed from Braga in lnuary
HNIZE AP

oD
&

Barlin WTA
Rybakina
retires from
quarterfinal

Elena Rybakina retined
from her quarierfinal in
Berlin on Friday, seemingly
hecause of ilness.

The #H¥212 Wimbledon
champion was triadling Yic-
toria Azarenka 3-1 in the firss
st at the grass-court Ladies
Open and stopped playing
after her doubde fault made it
15-15 in the fifth game.

Ryhiakina sat on her bench,
pail her hands to her fBace
but didn®t wail for a medical
evaluabion. After 40 seconds,
she got up and quickly joezed
to the locker room. AP

Follow Arnb News

' Briofs all through the
day @ArabMews
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EAT, PLAY, LOVE

Recipes for
success: Chef
Thomas
Jean-Paul
Pascal Colette

The chel de cuisine at Tilina in
The St. Regis Red Sea Resort offers
advice and a special salad recipe

Harns Balak [oho

French chel Thomas
Jean-Paul Pascal Colette
has worked In Michelin-
starred kitchens in
Paris and inflnential
caleries in Moscow. He
isx now chef de culsine

al The St Regls Red

Sea Resorts overwaler
restanrant Tilina.

Caolette =ayvs his grandmother,
also a chef, was the inspiration
behind his passion for cooking.
“I always helped her, and it
became quite natural that,
when I was around, like,

k2, if 1 was alone at home, 1
would try to cook something
for mysell, or for my Bmily,”
he tells Arab News,

Here, he discusses commaon
kitchen mistakes, annoying
customers, tps for amateur
chels and shares a special
salad recipe.

When you started out,
whiai was the most common
mistabke yon made?

Seasoning, I started oul ina
Michelin-starred restanrmnt,
and there, it wasn™t just salt

and pepper. It was all aboat

the balance in the dish, 5o you
also need to think about the
acidity and things like thal. So
al the beginning it was gquite
complicated. Every time my
chef tried something [ made, he

wils, like, "No, its not good, IS
muissing this, this and that™

Whats your top tip
for amateur chefs?

Don't be scarcd (o experiment,
and don't be scared to fail,
becanse, actually, many great
dishes came from failure. 5o
try and enjoy it — that’s what
cooking is all about.

What one ingredient can
instantly improve any dish?

Many chefs will say it's love —
bBecaise vou meed to care abhoat
amid love what you are doing.
Bt for mee, it's salt. Seasoning 15
&0 iImportant. Even if you have
the best ingredients, if vou don't
season them, they'll lack flavor,

When vou go out to eal,
do you find yourself
eritiquing the food?

No. Even if there's something
wrong, 1 woulkd never tell the
chef. If [ see a mistake on the

service slde, or i there §s Fooad 1
don’t like, T would just try and

learn from it Lo prevent my own
customers fmm experiencing i,

What's your favoriie cuisine?

It's really about the chel, not
the cuisine. IFT want to go o

a restaurant, then I'll find a
chef that 1 want to iry, so it will
be either be a set menu or his

L
e
sipmature dish. And when I o

back to Franoe, | have to have a
e sheak tartare,

What™s your go-to dish il
vou have to cook somcething
gquickly at home?

Pasta. You can play with it so
much — vou can make it with
fish, with meat, with vegetahles
- Bl somme water, put some
pasta in, and see what you

have in the midge: maybe some
shrimp, some tomato, a litthe
bit of garlic and parsley. That's

prerfect,

What customer behavior
most annoys vou?

Azking to change an ingredient
in a dish. When | make a dish,
it all about the balance. So, if
voul take out one Ingredient,
then the idea behind the dish

CHEF THOMAS
SALAD RECIPE

Scan the QR code to discover
the chaf's Red Sea Salad recipe

Don't he
scared o
experiment,
amd don't

he scared to
Fadl. becanse,
actually,

many greal
dishes came
Trom failure.

Thomas Jean-
Poul Pascal
Calatte {Left)

ks the chef de
culsina ot Tillma

|rolow) at The St
Regis Red Sea
Raaart. Suppdiod

doesn’t make sense anymaore.

1 really try to avoid doing this.
I'll go and talk with the guest,
and rather than change the
clizh, mayhe (ry todo something
special for them, something else
that they would like.

What is vour favorite
dish to cook?

Seafood. This was my childhood
in Normandy: When the sea was
kow on Sunicays, we would go and
pick up fresh fish. We'd go back
heorne and cook them very simply,
with a little hit of garlic, parsley,
cream, anc thals i1, o seafood
always reminds me of this time.

As i head chef, what are
youl lilke? Are you strict?

You can't rumn a kitchen without
discipline, evervone needs to
bax Focinsed during service. But,
I dom't believe that discipline
comes from shouting; it comes
from mutual respect.

ScenE

NEW TO WATCH AT HOME

Trigger Warning

Starrdng: Jeaslca Allba, Arthosry
Michasal Hall, Mark Weabher

Where: Metflix

Special Forces officer Parker,
wiho suffiers from PTSD, takes
over her late grancfather's bar in
her hometown Her dreamis of a
peaceful ife are soon shattered
oy the vislent local gang.

Black Barbie

Starring: Boulah Mas Mitchell
Kitty Black Parking

Where: MNetflic

Documantany about the
conception and procduction
of the first Blesck Barbie dall,
by writer-direclor Laguera

Davis, whose aunt, Beulah Maes
MEtchall, worked for Mathed.

Agents of Mystery

Btarring: Lee Yong-jin, Les
Eun-Ji, Karina, John Park, Kim

Da=-haan, Lee Hya-ri
Where: Metflix

Korean gameshow inwhich
celabrities have to crack a
series of escape rooms. The
premiss s that they are agents
of a mebwark infiltrating a cult.

Gangs of Galicia

Starming: Clara Lago, Tamar
Movas, Nuno Galego

Where: MNetfllx
HiE;I'l--FI!,rir'ag |-',I;'||'||':"l:'=l' Ana arrees
I the sal town of Cambados
looking for answers about the
revgstarious death of her father
Her attenticons are dravwen to

Daried head of a local drug cartel

oy
Jh ] Zg‘ zgJiﬂum.uui-mmﬂﬂrrmdfs‘fmﬂm.lm'n'uﬁkﬁm&rﬂfun:wﬁmﬂkr}'fﬂHﬂmnﬂnhuu.m-}uur.‘.ﬂq

'I'm Still

Alive No. T

In the early days of the
Isracli military assault
om his hometoan of
(xaza, artist Malsara
Baroawd lost both his
home and his studio.
S0 he took to drawing
a diary, which he

has contimued s the
tvastating violence
continues, “to tell my
friemds that I amm still

alive” This exhibdtion
e artists inchuchng
Mohammad Sabaamneh
recreale Baroads
works in Ramallah.

I'm Still Alive
No. 3°

“Todeclar: Maisara is
still alive is & declara-
thon we are all still alive
foy,” Salszaneh suid in
a statement. “5o we
diay't become nentral
im this genocidal

war ... annihilating
Palestinians phosi-
cally and spirrtually,
w decided to re-draw
Maisara’s paintings in
Ramallah, plaging the
saIme rode o a prsonsr
smugzling another
prisoner's paintings
pael o prison.”

‘I'm Still Alive
No. 5’

Om June 23, Baroud's
works will be waped
from the walls,
“highlizhting the
project's imper-
manence and the
transkent nature of
the war, hoping for
an &nd to the cocupa-
Lion nightmanre one
day, as 'no condition
= permanent.” the
organizers stated
“The exhibition
seTves as a tnbote to
Barowd and all
Palestinians in Gaza."
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Lendayn stars in two of 2024°s

best movies so for: “Challengers’
and 'Dune: Part Two.'

"Duna: Part Two'

The secomnd installment in
Dienis Villeneuve's adaptation
of Frank Herbert's epic sci-fi
saEa 15t just one of this vear's
Bl [lms, but has a s{rong
argument for being one of the
best sc1-fi movies of all time. It
follows Paul Atreides (Timothee
Chalomet) as he attenps 1o
earn Uhe trust of the native
Fremen people of the desert
planet Arrakis to persuade them
o help him take down Howse
Harkonnen, who are responsihle
for the massacre of Pauls own
house. This sprawling second
chapter covers some heavy
themes, incliuding love versas
dluty, religions extremism, and
the morality of violence, bul
alwavs keeps sight of the need
to entertain its andience, This

it does throughout its almost
three-hour running time with
soime ckazzling battle sequences,
the ceniral b slory e ey
two of Hollywoods brightes
viouing stars (Chalomet and
Lendava's fierce Fremen
wonman Cliant), and thrilling
sanchworm rides

'‘Hit Man'

Despate the title,
dfirector Richard
Linklater's latest
isn't filled with
cunningly planned
“Killing Eve™-style
assassinations. Instead,
it's an enfertaining
blend of nodr-thriller,
hlack comedy,

and romance held
tezether by Glenn
Fowell In the lesd
Itk ||r'lf'-:||'_l.'.I-::|h1:|.'-.|||||.
a mikd-mannered
university professor
whao adopis a variety
of personas while
working for the

MNew Orleans police
department as a fake

coniract killer in

grder Lo calch people
Lthinking of hiring

an actual assassin.
That wild premise is
actually hased i(very
lesesely) on a true story.
Johnson finds himself
i iroaebde whven he falls
hard for a paotential
Client, the beautaful
Madison (Adria
Arjonal. Unwilling

b0 EET ET SEnt to
prEson, e ||:'L1r|.'-: a
relationship with her,
bt as “Ron," his latest
alter-ego. Inevitably,
Johnson's plan doesn't
o smoothly, and the
results make for a great
Cienatic ronp,

CULTURE

The best movies
of 2024:so tar

Senegal shines, 'Hit Man' is a hit, and Zendaya slays it

twice

‘le Capitano’
Miprants and refugees
have become populist
political scapegaats,
and with so much news
coverage arodand the
Clock imuring others

to the hardsdips those
groups face, 11 taikes
something special to
cut through. Director
Aatteo Garrone and his
Senegilese star Sevdou
Sarr provide i with
“lo Capitanco.” which
Follows two young
cousinsg, Seydou and
Mosassa, on a perilous
Jourmey from Dalar to
Eurape — & journey
they undertake nol

.l-.;lln

i
B punch.

becawse of the threat of
starvation or viokence,
but because they

wandi to travel and see
different pleces, just

as voung peaple in the
developed world do.
Garrone mixes magtcal
realism and graphic
hormor to convey the
traumas the cousins
have to deal with,

andl, In Seydou, glives
% a memorabbe e,
The chalogue may be
gparse, but “lo

Capitano”

packs ;

a reil ¥
. 5

emotional [

i - i

‘Challengers’
Hollywood’s brightest
vooung female star,
Zerlava, steals

Lthe strosy tn Luca
Guadagnino's sporty
romantic drama. She
playvs former tennis
prodigy Tashi Duncan,
who's now a coach
after an injury forced
her retirement, Shie’s
coaching her husbandd,
Art (Mike Faisth, who
just needs a Us Open
win to complete a
Career Grand Slam

But Art is straggling
with form and finess,
s Tash enters him

11 & mnor event in

MNew York, hoping

he'll pack up a win and
a confidence boost.
But facing him is his
Former best Triend (amd
competitor for Tashi's
affections}, Patrick
o O Connog.

A it geems ke

he's stll carrving a
torch for her, and
vice-versa. The story
rets ailly, but the
performances of — and
chemistry between

— {5 three stars make
“Challengers™ fun.
Great soundirack, oo,

“Civil War'

Alex Garland’s dystogaan
thriller — which follows
sl ourmalists tranveding
from New York to
Washington, DC during
a civil war between

the aurthoritarian 115
povernment and a

b coalition — has
proven divisive, with

some arguing Garland
champions style over
suthstance, and athers
siving theres too moch
mntellectual substance
and not cnougzh
emiobote. That sugpests
that Garland pitched
his take on the horrors
of war, and the traumas
faced by those involved

andl those reporting on

it, just righi. Visually, i

stuning — the shots
ol war-tom suthurbia
as breathtaking as
the scene i 2002
=28 Days Later"
twiich Gariansd
wrode) when Cillian
Murphy stageers
into Lomcloan™
abandoned sireels

— il Gadtancd
Proves & master

of suspese

at eVeTy new
encoLnler.

Treal 1L as
eriertalnment, no

a Lhesds, and =Tl
War” 1s worth a watch,

. ]

i

‘Furiosa:

A Mad Max Saga’
With two hugely
bankahle stars (Anya
Taylor-Joy and Chirts
Themesworthy a linached
cirector (George Millery
and the fact that it'sa
prequel and span-off (o
ofve of the finest action
oA es af the past 10
years ~ Mad Max Fury
Foosned "} — itself a part
ol a hugedy popular

s k-a ey e
franchise, “Funoss™
bsodeed st to be one of
the years box-office
hlackbarsters Instead,
i was a redatnve o
Bt that shouldn't be
tnoen as any reflecton
of its queality: Taylor-Tov
= excedlent in thwe

b rode, incking: an
erndatiodal connection
i Chardize Thepon's

portrayal of Furneesa
m “Fury Road,”
Hemsworth holds
nothing back in his
performance s the
evil warlord bileer
Demenitus, the achion
=CeTcs are astoundimg
tof course, it's
Crenree Miller),
the scroenplay
(unCormmoely
o & “ M Max”™
Filim has read
depth, and the
whole thing makes
for brilliant big-screen
enbertalnment.



