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% LETTER OF THE WEEK

Now that the BJP-led NDA has formed a coalition
government at the Centre as well asannounced
portfolios, ministers should focus on specific areas
such as infrastructure, reforms and welfare as this is the
only way to usherin good governance (‘The Message
from the Modi Cabinet’, June 24, 2024). It seems that
overconfidence blinded BJP to addressing issues of
economic distress and unemployment, resulting in its
failure to achieve a majority of its own. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, however, accepted the verdict with
humility and declared that he will continue to fulfil
the aspirations of the people. He has taken his alliance
partnersinto confidence, adopting a consensual
approach to nurture a strong coalition. Thisisa good
sign that will result in more voices at Cabinet meetings
from NDA member parties. The prime minister
has also allocated portfolios to his ministers suitably.
This time, Dalits moved away from BJP due to
widespread fears that the party would change the
Constitution and end reservations. BJP
hasto tread cautiously because a stronger .N.D.L.A. bloc
will be watchingits every move and may try
to break up the NDA coalition.

Srinivasan Ramaswamy

TERRORIN JAMMU
Therecent terroristattacks
in Reasi, Kathuaand Doda
have shaken the country
(‘The Arc of Terror’, June
24,2024). These incidents
took place in areas which
security forces had declared
terror-free. The attacks
haveraised a big question
astowhetherterror will
spread from Jammu to

the Valley once again.

A Pakistan-sponsored
terrorist outht killed
Hindu pilgrimsin Reasi
and then targeted a police
vehicleand atemporary
Army basein Doda. It
seems that the government
underestimated Pakistan-
sponsored terrorism and
celebrated peacein the
Valley a bit prematurely.
Ourarmed forces cannot
afford to be complacent
alongthe LoCand the

International Border (IB).
Theyneed tostrengthen
their surveillance.

Bal Govind

WINNING ODISHA

BJP had long known that it
was going to throw out the
Naveen Patnaik-led Biju
Janata Dal government

in Odishaintherecently
concluded Assembly polls
(‘The Majhi Moment’, June
24,2024). Thiswaswhy
the state BJP leadership
and workers were not
supportive of the party
allying with BJD. Patnaik’s
fate wassealed as BJP
continued toraise problems
suffered by residents of the
state—water scarcity and
non-availability of many
Central schemes. After

all, dynastic politics
always comes toanend.
VK Pandian, formerIAS

OPEN

POWER OF THE FAMILIAR

officerand Patnaik’s right-
hand man, too, oughtto
be blamed for B]D’s loss. A
bureaucrat who got close to
the chief minister, Pandian
gave fodder to B]P to target
the BJ]D government, which
raised issues of misconduct
of civil services rules. His
decisionto quit the civil
servicesandjoin B]D
furtherproved BJP’s point.
Manish Raut

AKILLINGACT
Actor Darshan Srinivas
needs to face justice
immediately for hisalleged
involvement in the murder
of apharmacist (‘Fallen
Star’, June 24, 2024). Srinivas
acted as he wasreportedly
upset with the pharmacist
abusing hisrumoured
girlfriend online. Such
drastic measures can be
acceptable in movies but
theyare against the law
of the land. What is more
worryingisthat theactor’s
fansare supporting such
adeedand have been
protesting to demand his
release. Darshan hasa
chequered history and has
previously been accused of
abusing his wife. Hisfans
had come out in support of
him then aswell.

Abhijeet Verma
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By S PRASANNARAJAN

THE CONSERVATIVE QUESTION

N POLITICS, those who have the creative resources to turn
disaffectioninto anger own the conversation. Increasingly,
it’stheright thatis winning. Thisis perhaps the third phase
in the evolution of freedom after the fall of ideologies that
sought the confiscation of conscience. It began with the
last days of communism as the Soviet empire cracked under
the weight ofits own lies. Astheliberated came to power, the
suddenly unfettered civil society wasstill not stable enough
tosustain the force of hope.It eventually set the stage for the
nationaliststoreclaim history as well as memory,and who, once
in power, would go on to become the mythologists of the nation.
Only the degree of power and persuasion separated them from
theirrevolutionary forefathers. The ‘populist’ strongman, the
tiber patriot with akitschy resistance to
the presumptions of capitalism (usually
translated as theidea of America), washborn.
And what followed only made the right the
most convincing reader of resentment. They
moved to the farside of the established right
to form an exclusive, nativistargument
againstimmigration and cultural corrosion.
Therightsurge has spawned a new age of
liberal panic. And the fear of anew order of
the‘sovereignus’.

Whatisnotsufficiently noticedis the
fact thattherise of therightismatched by
the decline of conservatism. As the farright
becomesthe new right,some believersargue
that conservatismitself has gained muscle,
Hungary’s Viktor Orban, with devotees like Tucker Carlson,
beingits mascot. Conservatism asaggressive evangelism may be
arepudiation of the familiar traits of an ideological system that
prefersstability to subversion; but those who were unmoored by
the moral corruption of the old right, once argued to perfection
by the likes of William Buckley and Roger Scruton and preserved
in power by Reagan and Thatcher, could not—and would not—
accept conservatism as politics of grievance.

Whatis currently unfolding in Britain and Americais the best
example of the broken political right. In the intellectual home
of conservatism,it’snow anidea abandoned by the right. On the
eve of an election the Conservatives have already lost the will to
fight, Britain shows, in the worst possible way, how the essential
political habits of asociety can be curtailed by aruling class that
could notremain true toits core values. In afundamentally

conservative society like Britain, power alone corrupted
conservatism. Thatcher broughtit to the peak; David Cameron
made ita centrist position and tested his ownideological
conviction with the Brexit referendum. It hasbeen astory of slow
unravelling ever since—from the casual recklessness of

Boris Johnson, Britain’s most popular Conservative after
Thatcher, to the desperate posturing of Rishi Sunak, brought to
power by a Westminster coup and today on the verge of losing
hisdebut election asleader. Theillness of British conservatism

is caused by Conservatives’ failure toresist the temptations of
radical change. They promised the fantastical and overlooked
the familiar. They made home a permanent debate. Across the
Atlantic, post-Reagan conservatism, even asitwenton toadd the
suffix ‘neo’and the adjective ‘compassionate’,
could not calm therestless asusurpersof the
rightrose from below.

Theinsurgents havestolen the slogans.

As Conservatives struggle forawinning
argument for being English in the face
ofradical social changesand economic
stagnation, the subversiverightlike the
Reform Party hasacquired the legitimacy of
being the people’s party, as different from the
party of the elite. And in the US, the possibility
of Trump’sreturn to the White House shows
how badly traditional conservatism has lost
the popular touch. A mobilised culture of
complaint may be the right’s chosen path to
the mass mind—and power. It doesn’t
restore conservatism because the conceptisincompatible
withradicalisation.

The quiet confidence of conservatism-as-usual is certain
tobe challenged by national conservatives, the ideologically
supercharged defendersof the faith,and for whom national
redemptionisimpossible without the maximisation of power.
What drives national conservativesis nota passive philosophy
of social stability buta permanent campaign for power. It is
the nationalist’s last stand against multiculturalism and other
demonsinavanishing home. Sadly, revolutions have a use-by
date,and thatisnot the only reason why conservatism cannot be
saved by inverting the order. Against the bad taste of radicalism,
conservatism brings to the political space the decenciesand
responsibilities of being nationalists without rancour. The
conservative crack-upisasreal astheright resurgence.m
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| oriNION  Minhaz Merchant |

The Second Cold War

The US has walked into a trap and brought Russia and China together

dissolution of the Soviet Union. The US-led West
believed it had won the longest war in which not
asingle weapon had been fired by either superpower.

But had the US really won the Cold War? With the Soviet
Unionreducedtoarumpof the Russian Federation, itappeared
so. But appearances can be deceptive. The Russia-Ukraine
war shows that the US project of being the world’s sole
superpower has hit a geopolitical speed bump—two, in fact.

The firstis aresurgent Russia under President
Vladimir Putin which annexed Crimea in 2014

and invaded Ukraine in 2022. The second is China.

At the end of the Cold War in 1991, China had a GDP of
$0.41 trillion compared to America’s GDP of $6.16 trillion.
Its technology was borrowed or stolen
from the West. Yet, within three decades,
it has emerged as a challenger to the US as
the world’s unitary superpower.

Washington realised intheearly
20008, when Putin began expanding
Russia’s arc of influence, that weaken-
ing Russia terminally was the unfinished
business of the Cold War. It first encircled
Russia by enlarging NATO to include
East European member-states—all
former Soviet satellites. It then staged a
regime change in Ukraine in 2014, replac-
ing Russia-friendly President Viktor Yanukovych.

Cornered, Russia annexed Crimea. As fighting between
Russian and Ukrainian loyalists in eastern Ukraine began,
the gloves came off. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine happened
exactly as Washington had hoped, trapping Moscow in an
unwinnable war. This, Washington believed, would end the
Cold War of 1950-91 for good and cripple Russia.

Things haven’t gone exactly according to plan. This has
led US President Joe Biden to weaponise Ukraine. China
though isa complication. The US hasitself walked into a
trap by bringing together two old communist rivals:

Be1jing and Moscow.

Instead of terminally weakening Russia in the Ukraine
war, the US has helped create a Second Cold War against a
new Russia-China axis. China brings its formidable
economy and technology to the table. Russia brings its
military, war-weary but still reasonably potent.

Biden finds himselfin a spot. Ukraine’s appetite for
weapons to stop Russia is insatiable. If Biden loses the
November 5, 2024 presidential election to Donald Trump,

I N 1991, THE 41-year Cold War ended with the

Washington realised in
the early 2000s, when. . |
Putinbegan expanding |

Russia’s arc of influence,
that weakening Russia

terminally was the
unfinished business of
the Cold War

funds for Ukraine will dry up.

Washington is now fighting two battles simultaneously
to preserve its global hegemony. The first is the battle to
terminally weaken, sanction and isolate Russia—a battle
that isn’t going well. The second is to bar China from high-
tech chips and other technology with dual military-civil use.

Beijing has responded by pouring funds into
developing homegrown chips and creating an entire
semiconductor ecosystem. It continues to supply Moscow
with key military equipment and supplies.

Mortified at the thought that the First Cold War against
the Soviet Union was morphing into a Second Cold War
against a Russia-China alliance, Biden warned his European
audience during his D-Day visit to Normandy in France:
“Putin is not going to stop at Ukraine.
All of Europe will be threatened, we are
not going to let that happen. The United
States1s standing strong with Ukraine.
We willnot, I say itagaingwalkaway.”

Taken aback by Russian advances
in the Kharkiv region, though
recently stalled, Washington threw
caution to the wind. It allowed Ukraine
to use advanced long-range American
weapons inside Russian territory. This
signifies a significant escalation of
the war.

In the early days of the war, Ukraine President
Volodymyr Zelensky was prepared to sign a peace deal
with Moscow. A draft agreement by mediators in Istanbul
was ready. Biden dispatched then British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson to Kyiv to tell Zelensky to fight on. The
US project of weakening Russia terminally had not
yet been achieved.

Meanwhile, the other two battles the USis fighting in
Gaza and the South China Sea are an increasing worry for
Washington. The Israel-Hamas war is now in its ninth
month. Israel has still been unable to downgrade Hamas’
ability to launch attacks on Israeli soil despite US weaponry.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu faces serious
corruption charges. The moment the Gaza war ends so
will his prime ministership. Peace in Gaza is hostage to
Netanyahu’s need to prolong the war. But it is the South
China Sea, with Beijing looking for the right opportunity to
invade Taiwan, that concerns Washington the most. If that
happens, the US will find itself deeply immersed in a Second
Cold War, more damaging than the First. m
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The Art of Winning a Defeat

Congress has along way to go before it becomes a natural alternative to BJP

AN YOU WIN adefeat? Possibly. If your sights
are set low, you can always rejoice after missing
the bull’s eye by some distance. Thisis not
advocacy for the cockeyed. It1s a recognition

of the artful management of expectations, always good
politics in that gloomy space called the waiting room.
Congress has developed expertise in this art. Statistics tend
to be alittle less helpful.

The last election which brought Congress to power was
in 2009 when it won 206 seats with 28.55 per cent of the
vote, while BJP slumped to 116 seats and 18.80 per cent.
Fifteen years later, BJP has 240 seats with 36.56 per cent of
thevoteand Congresshas g9 MPs with 2r.19percent. That
should shift the perspective. In 2024, Congress did better

lllustrotions by SAURABH SINGH

out of allies than the allies did out of Congress because the
latter had less to offer. If it took 10 years for Congress to rise
from 44 seats to 99, then the party should reach 200 seats
in Lok Sabha by 2034 at the present rate of progression.
Semantics apart, the question before Congress is whether
its brand has yet recovered. It cannot become the natural
alternative to BJP as long as it 1s marginal in the 180-

odd seats along the belt from Delhi Yamuna to Diamond
Harbour and the Sagar island in Bengal where the Ganga
meets the sea; and vulnerable in a big-ticket state like
Maharashtra and middle India where it faltered again.

The past can be useful. The first instance of Congress
slippage eccurredinthe 1967 electionswhenif diminished
to a slim majority against a non-existent Opposition. In
1971 Indira Gandhi led Congress to a spectacular
recovery in a premature General Election by
reinventing her party through a splitin 1969 that
ripped apart the status quo. Her heirs do not fully
appreciate the significance of 1969.

In the 1960s and 1970s, Opposition parties
used to ask for votes on the sterile plank that they
were not Congress. Congress now asks for votes
on the equally fragile plank that it is not BJP. This
is a painkiller, not a remedy. A serious political
objective needs a compelling positive programme
that defines a better future for the electorate and
the nation through a policy framework. Thisis
more difficult than holding press conferences.

VEN MIRACLES CAN wither in the winter
of time.

One of the outstanding miracles of Indian
democracy has been the sudden rise and
sustained achievement of Naveen Patnaik,
intellectually more a child of the liberal West
than the rustic hardships of his state, Odisha.
His father Biju Patnaik’s legendary life helped,
but no inheritance lasts more than one term
in the tough playing fields of our electoral
system. [ knew and admired the charismatic
Biju Patnaik and have never really met the son,
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but will assert that history will accord Naveen an equally
luminous chapter. Naveen Patnaik’s era is an indelible part
of Odisha’s long march to modernity.

For a quarter century Naveen Patnaik sped along a
one-way autobahn, eliminating competing traffic with
unsuspected finesse, eventually to discover that fatigue
and crawl exhaust just as easily as speed. It is entirely
apposite that his splendid success over two decades in
power has been complemented by the grace with which
Naveen Patnaik has said au revoir. No fuss, no moans, no
complaints, no pettiness, no entitlement, no bile against
the victor. If I can take the liberty of paraphrasing what
he might be thinking: Democracy brought me to power;
democracy has told me to take arest.

If anyone deserves a Bharat Ratna in 2025 it is
Naveen Patnaik.

ORMALLY, THE KNIVES come out after the
results. In Britain, which has always claimed the

honour of being the mother democracy, the slashing and
slaying has begun much before the Conservatives end up
in the morgue. Their current leader Rishi Sunak knifed his
mentor Boris Johnson on the way to power with a twist
that belied his self-promoted image of a do-gooder who
had sacrificed a lucrative private-sector career to serve the
British people. Thatdid notlastlong inthe arelights.of
reality. Sunak entered 10 Downing Street with the slight
swagger of an intelligent lottery winner, convinced by
events that the right conjunction of stars had found the
correct place for his genius. He lost the plot completely
when he abruptly left the commemoration of D-Day on
June 6, oblivious of what it meant to his country: it marked
the onset of the Allied invasion of Europe in 1944 which
destroyed Hitler, saved Britain from subjugation and the
world from vicious fascism. This prime minister of Britain
has never understood the British. He looks naive and
bewildered, an amateur mewling in the big league, now
visibly nursing an inner grievance against the multitudes
who refuse to vote for his selfless talent.

His béte noire, that bruised leopard of professionals
Boris Johnson, has just taught Sunak a
lesson in whipcraft. On Monday, Sunak
admitted, with gritted teeth, that
Johnson could “make a difference”
to Tory fortunes if he campaigned.
Boris waited for the reluctant appeal
to flood the news, and then announced
that he was off on a holiday.

It can only happen in London.

Guess what is Sunak’s theme on
the hustings? He is no longer asking
for victory. All he says is: Don’t give
Labour an overwhelming victory.
Just a whelming majority, then.

OW MANY NUCLEAR bombs do you need to blow
up the world? One would do.

By the time they convened the United Nations
Security Councilto discussithe crisis;half the world’s
nuclear arsenal would have been triggered by that
self-destructive combination of dread and hate. Such
thoughts have been prompted by a new count done by the
world’s principal think-tank on multinational suicide,
the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute.
Russia has 4,380 nuclear warheads, America 3,708,

China 500 (up from 4101n early 2023), France 290, Britain
225, India 172, Pakistan 170, Israel 9o, and North Korea so.
One 1s tempted, without prejudice, to discount the

British quota. In January this year a Trident fired by

the Royal Navy supposed to cross 6,oookm into the
Atlantic plopped a few yards away into the sea during a
test. Don’t ask what would have happened if this

failure had been a semi-failure, and hit an African country
enroute. The defence minister during the test,

Grant Shapps, described the test as “most

reliable”. Quite fascinating. There is no record of

what the British defence minister in 2016 said
when the previous Trident test flopped in
equal ignominy.

wo thousand years ago the Roman
stoic philosopher Seneca made a
sensible suggestion: “End your life
whenever you want to. Just make
sure you attach a good ending.”
Seneca, thou shouldst have
been alive at this hour.m
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OPENINGS

NOTEBOOK

Spare Indian Democracy Please

HE FACTS OF the 2024 General Election are now
clear even ifinterpretations for the results have been
muddled, deliberately. Thisis especially soat the
intellectual level where an inability to understand
the turn of events since 2014 has been compounded by
hostility towards the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). A class of
intellectuals—Indian or Indians in the West—have
continued to inform the Western press and its representatives
on the “truthsabout India”. Lack of directly gathered
information has been compounded by misinterpretation,
making India a ‘black box’for this class of persons: clichés like
“authoritarianism,” “democratic backsliding”, and “charisma”
haye functioned as ‘explanations’ for more than a decade now
and they are likelyto continue forthe foreseeable future. This
even as ground realities remain beyond the comprehension
of the Western press and intellectuals. The choices made by
Indian voters and their reasons don’t really matterin
understanding political outcomes.

A comparison with the previous General Elections shows
that BJP’s vote share fell from 37.7 percentin 2019 to 36.56 per
cent. Thisnegative swing of 1.14 percentage pointsled tothe
party getting 63 fewer seatsin 2024. At the instrumental level of
explanation, itisthe design of the electoral system—first past
the post—that leadstosuch large swings with even arelatively
small change in the vote share. At the
aggregate level, thiscanserveasan
‘explanation’ but the core of the story

government was forced to roll back the three laws on
agricultural reforms. The expression used at that time was
“end of omnipotence”. The reality is that in ademocracy, and
particularly one endowed with multiple veto points such as
India, the idea of omnipotence is more a political slur than an
actual description of what goes on in the political system.
Where do these ideas and the inability to understand Indian
politics come from? Schematically, these ideas are generated
from a two-step process followed by a feedback loop between
the two levels. The first level is a direct comparison between
Western democracies and the Indian one. Thisisasif the
Indian variant has to conform closely to the Western one. The
second stepisto use this ‘received wisdom’ and give itan Indian
garnish. Thereafter, a degreeoflooping followsbetween the
two steps, a process that leads to some strange conclusions.
When Narendra Modi was elected prime ministerin 2014,
the dominant explanation was based on the shortcomingsand
venality of the previous government. Commentary on BJP
specifically wasaboutits organisational prowessand,
occasionally, worriesaboutitsalleged communalism. At that
stage (from 2014-17) the expression “authoritarianism”was used
rarely. Then came 2016 and Donald Trump’s unexpected victory.
Thiswasfollowed by the emergence of anti-system parties in
Europe and their gradual strengthening there. Most Western
commentators,and more so their
Indian counterparts, wondered how
could India be immune from what

lies in the localised effects that have In the clays up to the declaration of transpired in the West. If democracy
hit BJP. Thisis not surprising: After results, commentary obsessively was under threat everywhere, how
royearsof continuousrunin focused on the ‘end of democracy’ would India be an exception?
government,adegree of unhappiness s Torka ERIP fasoina thad These ‘fears’ were confirmed

can creep intoany political system,
and certainly soinademocracy as

consecutive term on its own. But

when BJPwon asecond consecutive
termonitsownin 2019. Thissort of

vibrantand noisy asthe Indian one. once the results poured in, single-party majority had not been
None of these localised factors the refrain was that India’s seensince 1984 and a back-to-back

make the cut at the ‘intellectual’ level. democracy had been saved, for win by aparty onitsown waslast

There the dominant tropes are how now. All within a span of 24 hours witnessed in the 1970s. Analysts

“the aura of invincibility” is gone or bhel June 4 and 5, 2024. began talking about India’s transition

how the prime minister has been

toa“populistand authoritarian”

“cuttosize”. These phrases have been Mm than explanation, these system. Itis a different matter that
used on earlier occasionsas well,such wild swings proved to be Indian politicswasas prosaicasital-
asin November 2021 when the the stuff of mirth ways had been. BJP continued to win
OPENRL! 1JULY 2024



and lose elections at the state level regularly. It was alsoaknown

fact that BJP was more successful when it wasa challenger party
and lessso when it wasan incumbent one. At some point, these
trendswere likely toreach the national level aswell. They did,
partially,in 2024.

The resultis that these claims are just a matter of
convenience. In the days up to the declaration of results,
commentary obsessively focused on the “end of democracy” in
Indiaif BJP were to win a third consecutive term on its own. But
once the results poured in, the refrain was that India’s
democracy had been saved, for now. All within aspan of 24
hours between June 4 and 5, 2024. More than explanation,

these wild swings proved to be the stuff of mirth.

Are there markers that distinguish the two Modi govern-
ments from the ones before it? At one level, there indeed are
many differences. For one, state capacity has gone up manifold in
the past 1o years. For another, the delivery of services and goods
hasbeen far more effective and efficient than they were under
any previous government. For yet another one, many insurgen-
cieshave been quelled and alarge number of separatist organisa-
tions, especially in the North-East, have signed peace agreements.

Yet, for all these differences, the Modi government has
conformed to what can be called the iron law of the Indian
political economy: “welfare measures”, or more bluntly,
economic populism has continued unabated. A significant frac-
tion of budgetary resources continues to be devoted to welfare
schemes even if this spending is much less prone to corruption
and leakages. Back in 2014, both the opponents and supporters

lllustration by SAURABH SINGH

of the new Modi gﬂvemhllent had thought this spending would

come toan end. Those opposed to Modi thought his
government would veer towards “neoliberalism” and reduce
welfare spending, while those at the free-markets end, too,
thought these expenditures would be drastically curtailed. In
the event, none of this came to pass: social sector spending has
remained a pillar of the BJP government.

Butnone of this has cutice with most intellectualswho
latched on to another ground for castigating the BJP government.
This wasbased on the so-called Muslim question where it wasar-
gued that Modi would initiate “anti-Muslim measures” and that
would boost political support for him. This, too, proved to have
no substance. A reportissued by the Economic Advisory Council
to the Prime Minister (PM-EAC), ‘A Secular Democracy in Prac-
tice: Objective Assessment of Amenities Programsin India’ (April
2023)showed there was no discrimination against minorities
in welfare programmes. When one stripsaway all encrustation,
the “Muslim Question” remains the core of ‘explanations’ against
Modi and his governmentWhere does this leave ‘intellectual’
explanationsabout India’sdemocracy and its politics? In one
word: nowhere. Indiaisacomplex and diverse country and this
diversity hasits costs, butitalso hasitsstrengths. What it doesnot
allowissimplistic explanations that are based on Western pre-
ceptsand conceptual apparatus. 2024 isno different from 2019 or
2014.Oneisyet to getareasonable ‘intellectual’ explanation for
the Modi phenomenon and BJP’s repeated return to power.m
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PORTRAIT = NVIDIA

RIDER OF THE AIWAVE

The manufacturer of GPUs became the most valuable
company in the world by investing in the future

T TAKES TIME to become the world’s most valuable company. In

Nvidia’s case, that wasabout 31 years. It wasin 1993 that three men got
togetheratarestaurantin Californiatomake adecisiononforminga
company. Ofthose founders, Nvidiais now identified with one name—
Jensen Huang, its chief executive officer. From what was just oneamong
numerous startups vying for the same slice of the computer graphics
market, Nvidia on June 18 overtook Apple and Microsoft, who had been
shuffling each otherat the top for the last five years, with amarket
capitalisation of $3.34 trillion. No one would have predicted this even a few
yearsago. Consider what has happened toits stock price: it was $51n 2019
and now itisat $135—twenty-seven times. It hasnearly tripled since the
beginning of theyear.

What changed tomakeacompany makingacomponentinsidecomputers
that the general publicis not even aware of touch such stratospheric highs?
The answer: generative artificial intelligence (AI). With everyone realising Al
hasarrived, it has also become clear that the chips most relevant to thisera,
the one that trains the incredible amounts of data that lead to the illusion of
intelligence, are GPUs. Nvidia holdsanear monopolyin GPUs. Whatit doesis
summarised in Huang’s LinkedIn profile: “Our invention of the GPU in 1999
sparked the growth of the PC gaming market, redefined modern computer
graphics, and revolutionized parallel computing. GPU computing went on
toignite modern Al—the next era of computing—with the GPU acting asthe

<A NVIDIA

2788-2888 SAN TOMAS

brain of computers, robots, and self-driving cars that
can percelve and understand the world.” When they
began, however, Alwasnowherein the picture. They
were interested in videogames.Ina 2017 interview to
Fortune, Huang recounted them realising that video
games offered very computationally challenging
problemson one hand, but huge salesvolume on the
other.“Thosetwoconditionsdon'thappenveryoften.
Video games was our killer app—a flywheel toreach
large markets funding huge R&D to solve massive
computational problems,” he said.

[t wasn't easy. Within a few years, they had
run into existential difficulty when their main
product wasn’t compatible with a platform that
Microsoft was promoting. They had to lay oft
60 per cent of the staff and were down to their last
dollar when a Japanese gaming company putin
$5 million asinvestment to give them a breather.
Theyreworked the product and stabilised until
by the end of the decade, they were one of the two
companies still standing in the GPU market.

The company alsorealised early that the Al era
would begin,and began investing heavilyintoita
decade ago. The New York Timeswrote last year, “The
onefime industry upstart achieved that dominance
byrecognizingthe Al trend eatly, tailoring its
chipstothose tasksand then developing key pieces
of software thataid in A.L development.” The
GPU isused by written code of programmes, and
chip manufacturersand programmers work in
collaboration. One of Nvidia’smoatin Alis that most
programmers work with them on their software
technology. Any competitor will have tomake not
just better GPUs, but also get the programming
community on board. Nvidia meanwhile invests
billions in research and development to maintain
itsdistance from competitors. Elements like these
make the market believe the company will remaina
backbone of the Al landscape foralong time.

There are however many who think thatthe
company’sstock isin bubble territory. No matter
how essential it is to generative Al, Applestill
makes more in profits than Nvidia’s revenues.

The Wall Street Journalcompared Nvidia to Cisco,
asimilar provider of computing infrastructure,
that also briefly became the world’s most valuable
company at the height of the dotcom bubble—at
that time, it was the potential of the internet, now it
is Al Ciscoisstill ata very good 63rd most valuable
company in the world and when the hysteria of
Altempersdown, Nvidiamightalso find it hard to
remainatthetop.m

By MADHAVANKUTTY PILLAI
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BORN TO SURVIVE

By MADHAVANKUTTY PILLAI

HE CORNER THAT Ajit Pawar,

leader of the Nationalist Congress
PartyinMaharashtra, finds himselfin
shrinksbythe day. Hisalliesin thestate,
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)and Shiv
Sena,see himasaliability afterthe
electionresultswhen he couldn'tget
hisown wife to winand brought just
one Lok Sabhaseat tothe coalition.
Eknath Shinde, who broke ShivSenaas
Pawardid NCP, atleast deliveredenough
tojustify hispresenceat the high table.
Pawar’salliesmighteven think that
bringing him on board notonly didn’t
get themadditional votesbutevenled to
adecrease because of corruption
allegationsagainst him rubbing onto
them. A seniorleaderof his party
recently switchedsidesduringa
Legislative Council election,another
even more senior leader seemsto be
waiting atthe door,and itis quite possi-
bly the beginning of an exodusbecause
thereisreallynoideology thatholds
NCPtogether except thespoils of power.

And yet, Pawar’s career will

probably be far from over because he
carries asurname of the man he
betrayed, his uncle Sharad Pawar,
himselfa proven master of shifting
loyalties and alliances and pulling-the-
rug-from-under politics. Except that
every time the nephew emulates the
uncle, it turns out to be the spoof version
of themovie. Ashappenedin 2019 when
the first time he thought he was taking
the party away to formagovernment
and found himselfisolated, and swifily
returned to the embrace of the uncle.

In politics, with the right
surname, thereis no
permanent wilderness

[t was extraordinary that someone as
astute as Sharad Pawar would allow
himselfto be blindsided twice when his
nephew split the party again. Many still
wonder whether this was the family
hedging their bets because allowing him
back made little sense.

Sharad Pawar is wont to often say
that he does not let politics come in
between family relations, but the vice
versaisnottrue. Family relations€asily
come into his politics. His nephew had
been given the chief operating officer
position in the party for decades. And
then family came in again when his
daughter became part of the equation at
the top, the main reason for Ajit Pawar’s
insecurity and misadventures.

Ifhe wasaccepted once before then
why shoulditnot happen again?

For the dynast, familyisa primary
consideration. Itisalittlelike in olden
times with kings and emperors. Their
princes would squabble when they
came of age and one of them would
occasionally mountarebellion and fail
and be then sent into exile and eventu-
ally return to favour. Why did the king
tolerate itthenis why itistolerated now
among politicians with empire—itis
what happens with extended families
and patriarchs, except that here every-
thingisamplified because of the stakes
involved. You might be punished for
pushing your luck too far, but never
completely disowned. It shouldn’t be too
surprising to see the two NCPs merging
again atsome point, maybe with ashort
termofexileincludedinit.m

IDEAS

CREATIVITY

Afilmmakerwantsto makeamovie
about concernsover Alreplacing
writersincinema. Heturnsto
ChatGPT for the script, resultingin
theworld’sfirstentirely Al-written
film. The Last Screenwriter,made by
Peter Luisi,isabout a screenwriter
who, going througha creative
crisis, collaborates with anew Al
programme. Everyaspect of the
fiim,according to reports, was
made traditionally, except for
itsscreenplay, which ChatGPT
churned out based on a prompt.
Writers forced London’s Prince
Charles Cinema, where the
premier was to bescreened, to
cancel theevent. “All they hear
is‘first film written entirely by

AT’ and they see the enemy,” Luisi
told reporters. Thearrival of Al
1scontroversial, especiallyin
Hollywood, but thisfeels like a self-
goal. The film doesn’t cheata writer
out of work:itin fact existsbecause
itdidn'temploy one. m

WORD’S WORTH

‘Everything ‘creative’ is a
remix of things that
happened in the past, plus
epsilon and times the quality
of the feedback loop and
the number of iterations’

SAM ALTMAN
AMERICAN ENTREPRENEUR
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INSIDER

MODI'S MESSAGE

rime Minister Narendra Modi’s decision to continue with his core team of ministers without

changing major portfolios wasread asa signal on how the government will run. Itisevident that

key ministries connected to reforms, trade and infrastructure will be with B[P nominees and under

the close supervision of the PMO. However, the decision not to shuffle the deck, even with regard to
BJP ministers, is possibly also linked to a desire to get things moving without delays. A new minister would
need time to settle in, irrespective of any handholding,and Modi is keen to get things rolling on the 100-day
plan he hasspoken of. The prime minister’s decision to continue with his team reflects his assessment that the
ministers did well during Modi 2.0 and are capable of meeting more ambitious targets likely to be set for them.
The first indicator of the post-result vision of the government will be provided by the Budget in July. The initial
decisions toincrease the number of housing units under the PM Awas Yojana by three crore and to sign off on
the nextinstalment of the PM-Kisan payments are pointers that existing initiatives will be strengthened and
possibly fine-tuned in keeping with ongoing reviews. The economic path pursued by the government focused
on expanding capital expenditure while adopting a responsible fiscal path,and is seen to have paid dividends
with Indiaregistering higher than expected growth. While one can expect more of the same in many areas, there
isa greater urgency in ensuring rollout of initiatives like jointnessin the defence forces, implementation of the
revised penal code, closure of trade pacts under discussion, and updating of school syllabi. All the signsso far
point to Modi setting even more challenging goals for himself and histeam.
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JAGAN’S
SELF-GOALS

RCP leader Jagan Mohan
Reddy banked on a cradle-to-

grave welfare system to return
to office in Andhra Pradesh but
that was not tobe. While the state
government rolled out schemes,
debt snowballed and alack
of investment meant meagre
opportunities for the workforce.
For some time now, Jaganis
learnt to have isolated himself,
largely cloistered with officials,
rather than meeting even close
advisors or political colleagues.
[t was sometimes months before
any non-official aide got to
see the then chief minister.
Jagan's dislike for TDP chief
N Chandrababu Naidu, it is felt, got
the better of him and the decision
tofile acase of alleged corruption
that sent hisrival to jail was
11l-considered. The case was
prompted by the assessment that
TDP's graph had begun to inch up
after along period of stagnation,
with Naidu's rallies attracting
crowds and even on occasion
resulting in a stampede. But the
antidote proved worse than the
disease. The decision to arrest
Naidu had the opposite of the
intended effect and TDP bounced
back with avengeance. TDP's
decision to ally with BJP and
the charismatic JanaSena Party
leader Pawan Kalyan galvanised
the anti-Jagan vote and the ruling
party was reduced to a paltry
11 seats in a house of 175. The
former chief minister’s limited
interaction with the outside world
has been part of grapevine talk
for long. He has been in the habit
of shutting down official work
by evening and spending time
largely in his own company. The
Andhraresult, said an observer,
was a ‘man-made’ tragedy.

UDDHAV'S BLUES

lllustrations by SAURABH SINGH
il
( A |
1le MVA did much betterthan NDA1n et
Maharashtra, the gainsare not thesame forevery L Py

component of the Aghadi. The Sharad Pawar faction -

of NCPdid well,doublingitstally to eight MPs,and 4
Congresswon 13. And while Uddhav Thackeray’s Shiv '
Sena won nineseats, it lost seven of the 13 contests where
itwasdirectly opposed torebel leader Eknath Shinde’s b

ShivSenawhichretainsthe official symbol. Justas

the Uddhav Sena was eyeing to occupy the space once held by Congress, the lattermadea
strong comeback from the one seat it held in 2019. The three seats the Uddhav faction wonin
Mumbai have much to dowith thealignment of the Muslim vote apart from any sympathy
factor forthe ousted leader. While the voting pattern indicates the Uddhav Senawill have to
allbut repudiateits founding principles, it lost the Ratnagiri-Sindhudurg seatin its Konkan
bastion by acomfortable margin to BJP’sNarayan Rane. The Konkan strongman wasseen
to be hesitant about contesting but wasin nomood tolose a crucial election once nominated
by BJP.The resultsmean the Hindutvaand Maratha vote largely remained with B[P and the
Shinde Sena, despite gains by MVA. Shinde’s positionis furtherstrengthenedif the

Ajit Pawar NCP’s poor show istaken intoaccountalong with the seven seats the chief
minister’s party won. And within MVA, Congress has the pole position with the Uddhav
Senainthird place,adevelopment that will certainlyimpact seat-sharing ahead of the
Assembly polls duein October.

PLAYING STATUE

e relocation of statuesinside the Parliament complex hasled toalot of

heartburn. The statue of Mahatma Gandhi infront ofthe maimentrance tothe
Old Parliament building, now called Sdmvidhan'Sadan; was the protestsitefor
the Opposition that would stand in front of the image holding placards. The statue
was not far from the new Parliament building and provided a prominent venue for
protests. Now all statues have beenrelocated and the empty
spotisno longer asattractive. Lok Sabha officials say thereis
nothing underhand about the relocation as the statues have
been placed in a designated area called Prerna Sthal (Inspira-
tion Platform). Moves are afoot to consider whether steps
can be taken to prevent placards from being carried into
Lok Sabhaand Rajya Sabha. The practice began when
MPs from Andhra Pradesh staged daily protests for or
against the creation of Telangana during the 15th Lok
Sabha. The MPs, who were largely from the Congress
benches, wereallowed to continue unhindered and
thisended upnormalising the use of placards even
though the chambers of Parliament are meant for
debate rather than placard-waving,

VADRA'S TURN?

chgress leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra'sdecision to
contest from the Wayanad Lok Sabha constituency was
welcomed by husband Robert Vadra whosaid she will show-
case the “mein ladki hoon, mein lad sakti hoon(lamagirl,and I
can fight)” slogan and spirit. He also suggested he might bea
candidate for Parliament too,evenas his wife precedes him.
Vadra haspreviously said thereis popular supportforhimand
he could follow when the time wasright. If that were to
happen, there would be three Gandhisanda Vadrain Parlia-
ment, whichwould almost certainly be arecord of somesort.
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INDRAPRASTHA

T IS THE immense good fortune

of the Congress MPs that they
will have not one, not two, but three
Gandhis to fawn over in Parliament.
Courtiers never had it so good. Even
Indira Gandhi at any given time
had proffered but one member of
her family to the creepy-crawlies for
whom Indira was India and India
was Indira. Her daughter-in-law has
done better. Watching over from
Rajya Sabha with a mix of motherly
pride and affection, we are certain
she will ensure that the designated
claimants to the Delhi Sultanate
command the phalanx of MPsin
Parliamentandtheother
foot soldiers of the Family with
becoming authority.

After all, hadn’t the outcome of the
recent Lok Sabha polls put
the stamp of legitimacy on the
dynastic project? Should in the
not-so-distant future therearisea
question of seniority between the
siblings, we are confident the doting
mother would establish the pecking
order and thus relieve us of the
painful dilemma of deciding which
totem to worship more. You see, we
cannot claim agency of our own.

As humble Congressmen, we
have a minor problem though.
It hurts that Samajwadi
Akhilesh Yadav has stolen amarch
over us insofar as he hasmore
members of his family for public
service than does our Grand Old
Party of Nehru and Gandhi.
Besides Akhilesh and his wife,
he has three first cousins flanking
him in Lok Sabha while uncle,
Ram Gopal Yadav, safeguards
samajwadin Rajya Sabha. This hurts
all the more given that Congress was

Virendra Kapoor

the original proponent of samajwad,
having famously exhorted the poor,
toiling Indians torally around the
heady ‘Garibi Hatao’ slogan way
backin 1g71.

How can the newbie Samajwadis
from UPbe allowedtooutnumber
our great family? Yes, how? Why not
get Robert Vadrajee into Parliament?
Remember, he has often expressed
a desire to serve the people, telling
us how he would take the plunge
at the right time. We believe the
right time 1s now. Kishori Lal, the
long-time family retainer, will only
be too happy to vacate the Amethi
seat for the jamai babu. Let us get our
family fiefdom back from amere
retainer. Vadrajee in Parliament
will be an asset for the party, nay,
the nation, imparting firsthand
knowledge from his careerasa
successful businessman on how to
get-rich-in-double-quick-time.

Some of the jobless youths who
voted for us will really feel inspired
by the successstory.

It occurs to me if we have to beat
Akhilesh at his own game, we can
sound out our estranged cousin and
his mother, who for the first time in
along while find themselves out of
Parliament. Remember, Akhilesh
kissed and made up with uncle
Shivpal, even getting his son, Aditya,

into Parliament from Badaun in UP
in this election. Our aunt Maneka
lost this time, while cousin Varun
was denied a ticket by Modi. Now
that we have established beyond
aniotaof doubt that our branch
of the Nehru-Gandhi family isthe
real inheritor of its political legacy,
let us be magnanimous and extend
the hand of friendship in a spirit of
bygones-be-bygones and facilitate the
entry of either Varun or hismother
into Parliament.

Such a gesture of goodwill will
help put aside the bitterness of
over four decades and bring
togethertheimmediate familiesof
Indira Gandhi’s sons. Besides, both
Maneka and Varun no longer have
official accommodation to shelter
their huge number of stray dogs
they care for with some passion.
And remember, Varun hasbeen a
bitter critic of Modi even while being
an MP. He needs no prompting, no
scripts to lash out at the government.
Letusatleast get him into Parliament
so that he can continue to do what he
was doing while being a BJP MP, that
is, abusing Modi.

EANWHILE, WE siblings

have to be prepared fora
vicious attack by the ruling party
in Parliament. They will rightly
read Priyanka’s entry into
Lok Sabha as an act of defiance,
adare to the ruling party to keep
chanting ‘naamzade. Whatever
little chance of orderly
parliamentary functioning there
was, may have vanished with the
double-barrel Gandhi onslaught.
Forget reasoned debates, daily
bedlamis guaranteed. m
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The Rise of Hyper Hindus

They don’t have the patience of traditional Hindu nationalists

YPER HINDUS”? The phrase seems
suddenly to have become popular, if not
ubiquitous. For instance, Vinit Naik,
better known as ‘Bhiku Mhatre’
‘@MumbaichaDon’ on his X handle, posted on X on

June 17: “Hyper Hindus won’t tell you this as there is
nothing to demean & defame CM .@mieknathshinde Ji &
Dy CM .@Dev Fadnavis J1,1n this news. Maharashtra NDA
Govt has shut down slaughterhouse near Shri Kshetra
Siddhatek Ganapati temple (one of famous Ashtavinayak
temples). Hindus incl. Dalits were protesting profusely
against this slaughter house as per their faith & with
Environmental Concerns.”

I'won't go into'the contentsofthepost;, buttherewasa
quick rejoinder from another popular handle, Koi Sanjay
Dixit@Sanjay Dixit: “Who are the hyper Hindus, you
cringe sycophant? They were the ones who stood by
you.” The reference was to Naik’s arrest by the Karnataka
police amonth back for one of his posts, which has been
subsequently deleted. This column is not quite a reply to
the first part of Sanjay Dixit’s question, “Who are the hyper
Hindus...?” But areflection on the meaning of the phrase,
which I myself used in my last column in this very space
(‘End of Appeasement’, June 17, 2024).

Ithought it might be worthwhile to explore its
provenance too. I could trace one of the earliest reliable and
respectable usages to a December 1, 1993 article in Hinduism
Today (shorturl.at/CvmMK). For those who don’'t know
it, Hinduism Todayis one of the first international Hindu
magazines, founded in 1979 by Sivaya Subramuniyaswami,
who started an American monastic community in Kauai,
Hawail. The editorial team claims to produce the magazine
for “the same reasons that other orders run ashrams, free eye-
clinics or orphanages—as a selfless service to the world.”

The article in question, titled ‘1993: Year in Review’ is
relevant, especially its opening sentence in which the phrase
hyper Hindu is used: “It was a year of Orwellian drama—the
simmering Ayodhya affair with promises by hyper-Hindus
to reclaim more Hindu temples under Muslim mosques,
keeping Hindu-Muslim relations on edge.” The Babri Masjid,
we might recall, was brought down on December 6 of the
previous year, 1992. The unnamed author of the subsequent

ok

year in review does not take kindly to the aggressive form

of Hinduism that not only demolished the mosque but
spearheaded the reclamation of Hindu holy sites destroyed or
vandalised during Muslim rule in centuries bygone.

Alot has happened since then. Not only did the Ram
Janmabhoomi Movement bring the Bharatiya Janata Party
(B]JP) to power in Uttar Pradesh but also, most would agree,
helped vote it to power in Delhi. In another 10 years, under
the leadership of Narendra Modi, who became India’s
14th prime minister in 2014, BJP became India’s dominant
political party. Its ideology, both stated and assumed, also
pivoted from Gandhian socialism to Hindutva. Gandhi was
ditched; Savarkar resurrected. Those that Hinduism Today
referredto'in 1993 as“hyper Hindus” becamebetter known
as proponents of Hindutva. What is more, a grand Ram
Mandir was actually inaugurated in January 2024 on the
very site of the demolished Babri Masjid.

If Hindutva has been so mainstreamed and acceptable,
who, then, are the hyper Hindus? Let me offer a slightly
roundabout way to address this question. As Modi begins
his third term as India’s prime minister, a somewhat
unusual question is being whispered: Have hyper Hindus
spoiled Modi’s party? Such a question might seem
counterintuitive but becomes pressing when the ruling BJP
has been reduced to 240 seats, 63 less than the last time, in
India’s 543-seat Lok Sabha.

But, once more, but who are these hyper Hindus? The
source of the term, as  have shown, goes back at least three
decades, but its current connotation is much more recent.
It describes a breed of Indian ideologues and influencers—
well-educated, fluent in English, economically and
socially empowered, with a sizeable number even residing
overseas. Unlike the traditional supporters of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), who were wont to be dismissed
as “Hindutvavadi fascists”, hyper Hindus enjoy a privileged
status and considerable professional and monetary clout.
All of which makes them harder toignore.

Hyper Hindus, thus, represent a distinct line of
evolution, both ideologically and socially, from the
traditional stereotype of Hindu nationalists. Have they
augmented Modi’s Hindu-nationalist polemics and,
unwittingly, caused a diminution of his appeal? Have they,
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in addition, constituted themselves into another pressure
or special interest group that needs to be “appeased”? Used
to be that the latter word almost exclusively referred to
India’s sizeable Muslim minority, which numbers over
200 million. But now, in addition, do hyper Hindus, too,
have to be politically propitiated?

Since Modi’s 2014 election, this group’s demands have

[llustration by SAURABH SINGH

HYPER HINDUS PUSH FARTHER
FOR HISTORICAL CORRECTION
BY RECLAIMING HINDU TEMPLES
AND RELEASING THEM FROM
GOVERNMENT CONTROL. THEY
RESIST PRIVILEGES GIVEN

TO MINORITIES

intensified, shaping a socio-political climate that may have
forced Modi’s hand in adopting policies that could have
negatively impacted his appeal. Pressing the gas pedal on
the more cautious traditional Hindu nationalist agenda,
hyper Hindus have been far more impatient and insistent
onradical change. What is more, they are marked by their
overt and blunt, rather than indirect and subtle, critique of
Islam itself. Not just of radical or jihadist Muslims.

Their fervour doesn’t stop at policy. Hyper Hindus push
farther for the historical correction by reclaiming Hindu
temples and releasing them from government controls. They
resist privileges given to minorities, particularly Muslims,
advocating staunchly against state-sponsored madrasas and

the Waqf Act. Hyper Hindus, seeing Modi’s interventions as
insufficient rectifications of historical grievances, press for
a Hindu-centric narrative, overshadowing his development
agenda. Critics argue this shift undermines minority rights,
resulting in intolerance and a suppression of dissent.

The Modi government’s approach in the past to
nationwide protests, the handling of issues related to
Muslim minorities, and the framing of Hindu nationalist
narratives have been flashpoints testing the resolve and
rhetoric of the hyper Hindus. Their approach has sometimes
overshadowed Modi’s developmental agenda, prompting
concerns that the party’s inclusive development narrative
might be eclipsed by the more strident Hindu-first discourse.

The rise of hyper Hindus has undoubtedly solidified
BJP’s base but has simultaneously polarised Indian society
and raised global concerns. This assertive group’s actions
have led to both domestic and international criticism,
pointing to a growing divide between sectarian interests
and India’s pluralistic constitutional mandate. But RSS, as
well as several sections of BJP, are uncomfortable with the
rise of hyper Hindus. The latter are a double-edged weapon,
which may cut the very hand that wields it.

Why? Because the hyper Hindus are not controlled by RSS
and not entirely aligned to BJP’s agenda either. The ongoing
debates over their presence and influence underline the
tricky path that Modiand BJP must navigate. Modi must
manage the fervent sabre-rattling of the hyper Hindus while
addressing broader societal needs and trying to maintain
harmony in India’s multi-religious social ethos, which
RSS wants.

Moving forward, Modi’s challenge will be to leverage
the energy of the hyper Hindus without further alienating
other demographic segments. The government’s approach
appears to focus on selective issue advancement to appease
nationalist sentiments, while not losing sight of broader
developmental and economic reforms. Because hyper
Hindus will show continuing dissatisfaction with the
pace of change, whether on the Uniform Civil Code, the
abrogation of the Places of Worships Act, the Wagf Board
Act, reclamation of more temples, and many other items on
their charter of demands.

With the enormous self-assurance and their vaunted
expertise, some might call it arrogance and claims to
superior intelligence, some hyper Hindus have gone to
the extent of dismissing the very Constitution of India as
colonial and eminently scrap-worthy. Modi, on the other
hand, began his third term by bowing low to the very
Constitution that the Opposition said he would amend if he
got a 400-plus super majority.

Hyper Hindus have become a potent force in rightwing
Indian politics. Their brinkmanship may have enhanced
BJP’s Hindu-nationalist agenda and its appeal in a small
sub-elite but has also complicated the ruling party’s ability
to govern a diverse society.m
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Misreading Bhagwat

Why it is futile to look for signs of a rift between BJP and RSS

EFINE YOUR WORDS, Jesus appealed

to Pontius Pilate, before we engage in an
argument. Words carry different meanings

for different people. They are understood
differently in different contexts too. That’s why the

great Indian grammarian Panini advises: “Ekah Shabdah
Samyak Jnatah Samprayukah; Loke Swarge cha Kamadhuk
Bhavati"—meaning, “one word, understood correctly and
used appropriately, can yield good results in this world
and the other”.

There isnever any dearth of gossip mongers and kite flyers
who pass off as political pundits in our country. We live in the
world of political wordsmiths who are expertsin dissecting
and deciphering,if notdistorting and misrepresenting; each
word spoken by people who matter in public life. ‘Political
correctness’ has become the watchword in this era of pundits.
One cannot use words like ‘consensus’, ‘civility’, ‘humility’ or
‘arrogance’ in any context without running the risk of pundits
interpreting it as criticism of some leader or the other.

Something of that sortis happening once again. The
punditsare at it again, dissecting and distorting every word
uttered by one functionary or the other. “The great man does
not think beforehand of his words that they may be sincere,
nor of his actions that they may be resolute; he simply speaks
and does what isright”, said Aristotle, who lived in a totally
different world. But you only do that at your own peril today.

Mohan Bhagwat, the statesmanlike chief of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), had said certain very fundamental
thingsin arecent speech in Nagpur. He,and all his
predecessors, had said such things so many times in the past
as well. Those were essentially lessons in ‘virtue-building’ for
the RSS cadre in particular but extended to society in general.
“We must always strive to serve the motherland. But should
never arrogate it to oneself claiming that ‘I have done it’,”
Bhagwat told participantsin the annual training programme
in Nagpur. Similarly, he made a statesmanlike observation
that at crucial timeslike elections, everyone should guard
against using language or rhetoric that could be divisive.

He also talked about how democracy should function
in the Indian context, emphasising thatit should mean
consensus-building. This was essentially a philosophical
position that Deendayal Upadhyaya, the ideological

anchor-leader of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and its
erstwhile avatar, the Jana Sangh, took in his thesis of Integral
Humanism, differentiating between the Western concept

of democracy as the rule of the majority versus the Indian
concept of consensus-building. Elections help determine
majority in ademocracy, Deendayal averred, but once elected
on the basis of a parliamentary majority, the government in
India should always strive to build consensus as the basis for
governance. Bhagwat was merely reiterating thisideological
position and conviction.

Given the nature of the mandate this time, it is possible
that commentators tend toread different meaningsinto
these statements. RSS-BJP relations have always been an
attractivesubject'for political kite flyers-Everystatement
coming from an RSS functionary, written or spoken, is fodder
for their rumour mills. Xunzi, the Chinese philosopher of
Confucianism, had once quipped that “almost always, the
problem with people is that they become fixated on one angle
and are deluded about the greater order of things”. Something
of that sort happens with pundits fixated on theirown
understanding of the RSS-BJP relationship. They jump to the
conclusion that a huge riftisbuilding up between the two.

Some statements, made innocently or incompletely,
from both sides, could have led to some misunderstanding.

It happened many timesin the past. Recall the episode
involving LK Advani’s noting about Jinnah during a visit to
his mausoleum in Pakistan in 2005. It kicked up a storm at
that time. A recent statement attributed to the BJP president
in an interview about the role of RSS in BJP’s scheme of things,
too, created a similar storm in a teacup. I vividly recall a visit
by George Fernandes to the RSS office at Jhandewalan in
Delhi during the controversy about Advani’s Jinnah remarks.
He candidly told the RSS leadership that politicians make
statementsin the morning keeping some political objectives
in mind. They sometimes become controversial by noon. By
evening, the leaders either clarify or disown those statements,
or blame the media, trying to put the controversy torest. Such
prompt action helps in mitigating the confusion created
occasionally due to statements by leaders. Not doing so may
perpetuate that confusion and the statement may remainin
history for future generations to derive the wrong conclusions.

Thatsaid, those who watch the Sangh Parivar closely,
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ELECTIONS HELP DETERMINE MAJORITY IN A DEMOCRACY, DEENDAYAL
AVERRED, BUT ONCE ELECTED ON THE BASIS OF APARLIAMENTARY
MAJORITY, THE GOVERNMENT IN INDIA SHOULD ALWAYS STRIVE TO
BUILD CONSENSUS AS THE BASIS FOR GOVERNANCE. BHAGWAT WAS
MERELY REITERATING THIS IDEOLOGICAL POSITION AND CONVICTION

“the greater order of things” as Xunzi called it, understand
that itis futile to reach conclusions like a “great rift”, “falling
apart”, etc. The Sangh Parivarisa family inits true sense,
bonded strongly by an ideological umbilical cord. There is
adivergence of roles, as in any family, and there could be
occasional divergence of views too. But that doesn’'t mean
disharmony. Mencius describes five bonds of humanity that
require different qualities to maintain harmony: “between
sovereign and subject, there should be righteousness;
between husband and wife, attention to their separate
functions; between old and young, a proper order; between
friends, fidelity”. Finally, “between father and son, there
should be affection”.

[tisthisaffection that manifestsitself in the Sangh Parivar
initsoccasional cautioning and scolding, which always
ensures that ‘harmony’ is never disrupted. There is a famous

story in the Confucian wisdom in ancient China abouta
prime minister in the Song dynasty, Chang Kung-ni, who
lived with nine generations of his family under the same
roof. Tang Kao-chung, the emperor, wondered how such a
household could maintain harmony and asked his prime
minister about the secret. Kung-ni called fora pen and a paper
and wrote the word Jenhundred times. The word meant
‘patience’ or ‘endurance’. Pojer—hundred patience'—
became a common idiom in Chinese society since then.

Pojenguided the Sangh Parivar for a century. No marks for
predicting otherwise now. m

Ram Madhav is a member of the National Executive of RSS

and a founding member of the governing council of India Foundation.
Heis the author of, among other titles, Partitioned Freedom

and The Hindutva Paradigm
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By HARSH V PANT

A GUARANTEE OF CONTINUITY

Modi's re-election assures Indiass allies that Delhi will play
a leading role in shaping the new world order

S THE LEADERS of Gy metin Italy last week, most of them were facing daunting domestic political
challenges at home. US President Joe Biden is being challenged by Donald Trump and a tough political battle
lies ahead. French PresidentEmmanuel Macron had tocallsnapelections aftervotersinFrance dealt hisparty
a humiliating blow in the European parliamentary elections. German Chancellor Olaf Scholz decided not to
take any risk though he too performed poorly. Rishi Sunak and his Conservative Party are assured ofaroutin
next month’s British general election if their current polling numbers are anything to go by. Canadian

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has been trailing in polls by double digits for nearly a year now although he
seems to be in no hurry to give up his post despite intraparty rumblings.

Contrast this with Prime Minister Narendra Modi who was attending his fifth consecutive G7 summit this
year after winning a historic third term in office. He has given a strong sense of continuity by carrying forward
most of his Cabinet members and in particular in the realm of foreign policy and national security. This means New Delhi will con-
tinue to search forits rightful place in the comity of nations as a “leading power”. With Amit Shah as the home minister responsible
for internal security, S Jaishankar at the helm of the Ministry of External Affairs, Ajit Doval as National Security Advisor (NSA), the
team that hasnegotiated the nation’s way through a highly tumultuous decade will now be shepherding India again. Asmuch as
India has reposed its faith in the leadership of Modi, the prime minister has underlined his faith in the ability of his team to deliver.

Ata time when the world is grappling with arange of challenges and global leadership is struggling to respond, this continuity
in the context of India is great news for the world as well. It has become a cliché to suggest that the global order is in flux. Global pow-
ersare competing much more sharply than atany time in the recent past and new powers are seeking their place under the sun. The
consolidation of antagonistic power blocsis taking the world back to the heyday of the Cold War, although of a different kind.

The geopolitical shift from the unipolar moment of the early 199o0s dominated by the US to a distinctly multipolar world orderis
paving the way for emerging powers to assert their influence on global affairs even as the older framework of treaty-based alliances
1s being renegotiated in favour of ad hoc issue-based coalitions of likeminded partners. Thisis happening at a time when the geo-
economic certainties of the past are being challenged as economic globalisation gives way to inward orientation in precisely those
nations which were at one time the biggest votaries of economic integration.

Atthe same time, the rise of digital economies, powered by advancementsin technology, has transformed industriesand labour
markets globally, thereby increasing economic interdependence on the one hand but also raising concerns about issues like data privacy;,
cyberwarfare,and economicinequality between and within nations. Demographicshifts,including ageing populationsin someregions
and youthful populationsin others, are reshaping consumer markets and labour forces. Social movements advocating for human
rights,environmental sustainability,andsocial justiceare gaining momentum, influencing policiesand corporate behaviour worldwide.
The onslaught of the Covid-19 pandemic ended up accelerating these underlying trends, such as the digitalisation of economiesand the
re-evaluation of global supply chains, while also highlighting vulnerabilities in global governance and cooperation.
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Hlustration Dy SAURABH SINGH

MODI HAS ENSURED THAT NEW DELHI'S APPROACH TO PARTNERSHIPS IS NOT A PRISONER OF
THE PAST. WHERE CLOSE PARTNERSHIPS WERE SEEN AS PART OF THE PROBLEM, TODAY
THEY ARE DEEMED AS ENSURING GREATER ROOM FOR MANAGING EVEN CONTENDING
RELATIONSHIPS. DELHI PROUDLY PROCLAIMS THAT IT IS NON-WEST, NOT ANTI-WEST, EVEN AS
IT IS AN ENTHUSIASTIC MEMBER OF BRICS AND THE SHANGHAI COOPERATION ORGANISATION

Today the world is grappling with fundamental transforma-
tions brought about by shifting power balance, technological
overreach,and institutional decay. The Covid pandemicand the
Ukraine conflict widened these faultlines, resulting in global
inflationary pressures, food and energy crises,and widespread
economic fallout. States are frantically scraping their coffersto
provide for their citizens’ basic needs,and we are standing farther
fromachieving the Sustainable Development Goals(SDGs).

Atatime when they are most needed, global institutions have
proven to be incapable of responding to the needs of our times.
Multilateralism is failing and flailing, resulting in growing scepti-
cismabout the effectiveness of existing multilateral frameworks
and calls for reform. The growing credibility crisis for multilateral
institutionsis paving the way for various plurilaterals, some of
which Indiaitselfis part of, such asthe Quad and the [2U2 (India,
Israel, UAE and the US). From India’s perspective, this crisis of
multilateralismisaccentuated by the lack of broader representa-
tion of developing countries and emerging economies in global
multilateral institutions. It has thusadvocated for ‘reformed
multilateralism’ to ensure that international organisationsreflect
the current power balances.

Atatime of this widespread global turmoil, India stands out

. asabeacon of hope. It is the fastest growing major economy in
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the world today with a stable democratic political system that
isattracting the world’s attention. For long, India’s seemingly
chaotic domestic politics was seen asa drag on the India story.
Today, itis the same institutional fabric that is producing quali-
tatively different outcomes. The stability engendered by Modi
3.0will ensure that the spotlight continues to be on New Delhi
with all the attendant consequences.

The consequences of China’s belligerence, and its own inter-
nal vulnerabilities, have certainly created greater space for the
democratic world to underscore its primacy; the Chinese model
will never be able to match the ability of democracies, despite
their weaknesses, to respond to the aspirations of the millions.

Attheotherendof thespectrum, thereisadeclining powerthat
hasmanaged to tilt the geopolitical balance in Eurasia. Russia’s
aggression against Ukraine hasforced Europe toreckon with
geopolitics once again. The course and the conduct of the warin
Ukraineare likely to fundamentally alter European threat
perception and have given NATO anew lease of life. Globally, the
Russia-China axis has been cemented and global faultlinesare
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S Jaishankar takes
his oath of office at

Rashtrapati Bhavan,
June 9, 2024

[F INDIA TODAY IS BEING SEEN BY THE
WEST AS ITS BRIDGE TO THE GLOBAL
SOUTH, MODI AND JAISHANKAR'S DEFT
DIPLOMACY HAS MADE SURE THAT INDIA'S
ENGAGEMENTS WITH MULTIPLE
STAKEHOLDERS CONTINUE UNABATED

more vavidthantheyhaveever been.

Geopoliticsisback in the driving seat as trust becomesan
essential factorin shaping economicdecisions. As Washington
makes policy moves todeny Chinaaccessto critical technologies
andrestructuresupply chainsaway from overdependenceon China,
itrecognisestheneedfornew partnershipswith likemindedstates.
But with Washington pushing for supply-chain restructuring
in critical industries due to foreign policy and national security
concerns, thisis certainly usheringin anew phase in globalisa-
tion. Forces of untrammelled economic globalisation that were
once viewed as the panacea forall global problems are now under
retreat. Mutual dependencies are being weaponised, further un-
dercutting the foundations of a globalised world. And if emerging
technologiesare going to determine the next phase of geopolitics,
then the polarisation of supply chainsisthe new reality that
policymakersand market forces will have to contend with.

China,asaconsequence, findsitselfin abind and India’s stiff
resistance toits aggressive pursuit along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) has put paid to the Chinese Communist Party’s
(CCP)narrative thatits time has come. India’s standing up to
China hasignited a process of a broad pushback across the
Indo-Pacificand beyond. And with a plethora of domestic
challenges being faced by Beijing, there is once again a premi-
um on internal consolidation. India, as a consequence, finds it-
selfin a‘geopolitical sweet spot’ that it should make the most
of. In the past, New Delhi’s inability to exploit the extant bal-
ance of power toits advantage cost it dearly. A prudent nation
should be able to identify the opportunitiesin the existing
structure of global politics and shape its external engagement

| openEssay |
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accordingly in the pursuit of its interests. Pursuing unrealistic
ideational constructs can often do more damage to a nation’s
standing. For India today, the most serious challenge is the

. rise of China and how it has managed to constrain India’s op-

tions. New Delhi’s first priority in the coming years will be to
internally consolidate its capabilities so that it can stand up to
Beijing’s nefarious designs on a more sustained basis. This will
have to be supplemented with building serious partnerships
thatare capable of adding value to India’s growth story.

Modi has ensured that New Delhi’sapproach to partnerships
isnota prisoner of the past. Where in the past close partnerships
were seen as part of the problem, constraining India’s ability to

. manoeuvre, today they are deemed as ensuring greater room for

managing at times even contending relationships. Delhi today
proudly proclaims thatitisnon-West, not anti-West, even asitis
an enthusiastic member of BRICS and the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO).Itis courted by the Russians and the Ukraini-
ansaswell as by the Israelisand the Palestinians. If India today is
being seen by the West asits bridge to the Global South, Modiand
Jaishankar’sdeftdiplomacy hasmadesurethatIndia’sengagements

| withmultiplestakeholderscontinue unabated. Despite the China

factor, India hasmanaged to enhanceits profile in arange of
global platforms, be they multilateral or plurilateral. The most
high-profile plurilateral—the Quad—gaineditssalience precisely
because of India’s seriousengagementwithitoyerthelastfewyears.
TheModigovernment hassucceededinaltering thevery nature
of India’s partnerships by making them key toenhancing the
country’s strategic autonomy. Instead of close alignments being
viewed asa constraint, there has been an emphasis on building
robust partmerships with likeminded partners, increasing India’s
strategicspacetomanoeuvre. For India’s partners, the continuation
ofthe Modigovernment wouldmeanacontinuationof New Delhi’s
priorities when it comes to working closely with its partnersin
forging global governance outcomesand pursuing Indianinterests.
Modr'sdiplomacy on the global stage has managed to give
wings to India’saspirations of playing a larger international role.
Consequently, Indian foreign policy has made the most of this
inflexion point in world affairs. In the last decade, India’simage of
being a perpetual naysayerin global politicshaschanged toana-
tion thatismore than willing to contribute to global governance.
Modi has fundamentally altered the way India engages with
the world, and that trajectory will continue to unfold over the
next five years under his leadership. More than any other major

. power today, Indians view their future in aspirational terms,and

thatisshapingtheirdomesticaswell asforeign engagements. Modi
hasbeen successful not only in tapping into that sentiment
effectivelybutalso,inasense,shapingthataspirationinto hisown
image. Thisisa critical momentin the global order and India’s
centrality to the emerging orderis now well-established. With the
Modigovernmentcontinuinginoffice, itoffersIndia’s partnersand
adversariesanew opportunity toassesstheirtieswith New Delhi. m

Harsh V Pantis Vice President for Studies and Foreign Policy
at the Observer Research Foundation, New Delhi
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CIENTISTS AT THE
Ministry of Earth
Sciences (MoES) and the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD) face
an increasingly vexed
problem at the approach
of the monsoon. In recent years IMD’s overall
forecast for rainfall over the four-month season
has proved fairly accurate, but variations in
this timeframe have foxed weather radars and
scientists. Juneis always the hottest month for
much of India, but the steep drop in rainfall,
with the monsoon curve stubbornly hovering
over northern and central Maharashtra since
June 10, has left northern and eastern India in
theclasp of severe heat wavesthatextractadaily
toll of lives and livelihoods: The rain shortfall
from Jammu & KashmirtoTelanganaand from
Gujarat to West Bengal ranges from 10-25 per
centtoashighas 5o percent. Noweather model
saw such asharpdeficitwhichIMD describesas
ananomaly coming.

The problem lies in changes in cloud forma-
tion with the more typical large water-bearing
formations often giving way to smaller clusters
that are harder for observation and computing
facilities to detect and analyse. The usual scans
of a 25 sq km radius do not provide the resolu-
tion that can pick up the disaggregated patterns
causing highly localised rain, often within the
same city or district. “It is possible to recall that
earliermonsoon was marked by ahigh frequen-
cy of light and moderate rains in many places.
A city like Mumbai had many rain days with
some days of very heavy rains. This is changing
withmore frequentheavyrainfalland morelow
precipitation or no precipitation days,” Earth
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SPIKE IN TEMPERATURES THAT ARE EXCEEDING THE NORMAL RANGE

TO HIGHER TEMPERATURES IN THE BAY OF BENGAL AND THE ARABIAN SEA,
AND THE US ALSO WITNESSING ABNORMAL HEAT CONDITIONS
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WHILE AROUND 35 PERCENT OF INDIA IS RECOGNISED AS URBANISED,
THE DEVELOPMENT OF SEMI-URBAN AREAS AND RURAL REGIONS SEEING

HIGH LEVELS OF CONCRETISATION HAVE LED TO THE HEAT ISLAND PHEN

Sciences Secretary M Ravichandran tells Open

Whiletorrential rains overjust afew daysoverwhelm drainage
and civic services, they inflict seriousdamage indenselypopulated
urban areasandresultin widespreaderosion in ruralandecologi-
callyfragileareas.Itis easy toseethat if ashortfall of weeksismade
upinamatter ofdays,theresultis prolongeddroughtsorhotdays
when the monsoon goes into a shell. Theimmediate reasons for
the spike in temperatures that are exceeding thenormal by 3-4
per cent range from increasing urbanisation that does not plan
adequately for green spaces to higher temperatures in the Bay of
Bengal and the Arabian Seato a global trend with Europe and the
US also witnessing abnormal heat conditions. Are heat wavesa
manifestation of climate change? “Long-term trends across the
globe point to higher temperatures and more extreme events.
Thereisa higher incidence of floods and heat waves and even
coldphenomenon such as polar blastsinthe USand Canada,” says
Sanjay Gupta,a Goa-basedinternationaldevelopment expert. The
maximum temperatures in many parts of Punjab-Delhi-Haryana-
Uttar Pradesh (UP)wereintherange of 44-46 degreeswith Orai in
western UPhitting ahighof 46.4 degrees. Temperaturesweremore
than five degrees above normal inseveral places in UP, many in
Haryana and Bihar and, toa lesser extent, in Bihar, Chhattisgarh
and Himachal Pradesh, according to IMD’s June 19 bulletin. It is

evident hotspotsaredotting much of Indiaandarenot confined to
regions like eastern Rajasthan that usually scores aseasonal high.

Almost half way down to the Antarctic,in the middle of the
vastIndianOceanin anareacalledtheMascareneHigh,areRAMA
(Research Moored Array) buoystethered at depthsof 3kminthe
deep waters that reflect irndescent hues during bright summer
days. Thebuoys were first deployed ona pilotscale by Indiaand
Japan and now include partnerships with Indonesia, China, the
US and the Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem (BOBLME). In
addition to the mid-ocean apparatus, astring of buoyshas been
placed in a north-south alignmentin the Bay of Bengal and the
Arabian Seaaswell. The RAMA mooringscollectvitalinformation
ontemperature,salinityand currentsintheIndianOceanthathas
adirect bearing on the monsoon. Intense weather conditionslike
MISO (Monsoon Inter-Seasonal Oscillation)—which causes wet
or dry spells—and the MJO (Madden Juhian Oscillation), which
results in anomalous rainfall, interact with temperature and
salinity of the ocean. The buoys gathervital information needed
toimprove modelling and measuring of marine heat waves that
impact monsoonal activity. The maps of thermal structuresand
currents for maritime use are not possible without the buoys,
statesa World Climate Research Programme (WCRP)report. The
incidence of marine heat wavesison therise. “This has increased
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Aninflatedice'bed being
1 prepared at RM Lohia
*Hospital in New Delhi,
May 30, 2024

AFP

THE REAL EXTENT IS LARGER WITH
THE RISE OF URBAN FEATURES.
OMENON IN INDIAN CITIES

fromaround 20-30daysandispredicted toreachasmanyas200-220
daysayear (by 2100) according to a study on future projections,”
says Ravichandran. The warming of the Arabian Sea and the Bay
of Bengal is evident with temperaturesrising from 0.17 degrees
Celsiusoveradecadetoo.3 degrees Celsius. The heating of the ocean
waters retards mixing of upper and cooler lower layers of water
and disruptsthe progressof themonsoons. Thelack of mixingcan
haveanadverseimpactonmarine lifetoowithimplicationsforthe
fishing industry. “The long-term trends in ocean warming show
thatthe watersof the Arabian Seaand the Bay of Bengal are heating
faster than other large oceanic bodies,” says Gupta.

Former Earth Sciences secretary and current director of
the National Institute of Advanced Studies, Bengaluru,
Shailesh Nayak, says while heat wave conditions may not be
uniform each year, the upward trend in temperatures and inci-
dence of heat wave conditions cannot be ignored. “The inten-
sity of heat conditions is increasing as we have a situation where
the difference between night and day temperatures has declined,
resulting in greater risk to human health,” he says. There isno
proximate weather event that fully explains the heat waves with
the withdrawal of the El Nifio phenomenon, which retards rain-
fall, on course and the Indian Ocean Dipole and ENSO (El Nino
Southern Oscillation) being neutral. The limits of the currently
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We need to see the costs of
improving our abilities in terms of
the costs that extreme weather
and gaps in our understanding
can impose on national life. We
need to plan adaptation strategies
on abigger scale. There is agreed
cost if we ignore the impact of
climate change”

HAILESH NAYAK Kell(zloi(e]p

National Institute of Advanced Studies
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available instrumentation donotallowforafinerormoreforward-
lookinganalysisand MoESis preparing proposalstobringabouta
quantum jump in observation and the high performing comput-
ers at the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology in Pune and in
Noida. At presentthecomputersin Pune havea 7.1 petaflop capac-
itywhiletheonein Noidahasa 2.8 petaflop configuration. Themin-
istry seekstoincreasethese capacitiesto 66 petaflopsin Puneand g4
petaflopsin Noida by 2026-27 and a bigger jump to 400 petaflops
and 600 petaflops for the two centres respectively by 2032. The
move to step up computing power is intended to ensure India’s
weatherforecastingand modellingremain well ahead of the curve
as the challenge of climate change and associated phenomenon
increases in a manner that isnot entirely predictable. At present
IMDsendsupweatherballoonstotrack changesin theatmosphere
butduetothe morescattered natureof formationslikecloudsthere
isaneed to cover more quadrants. The calamitous Mumbai rains
of 2005 when g44mm of precipitationwasrecorded on July 26,led to
a ¥900 crore modernisation programme for IMD with the
induction of Doppler radars that can pick up a storm formation
atshort notice and a big increase in the use of automatic weather

stations along with more dedicated satellite facilities. MoES is
seeking satellites fully dedicated toweatherand climatestudiesto
enhance India’s ability to forecast and improve modelling. “Our
annual rainfall prediction of 87cm (based on 1971-2000 averages)
mighthold true. Butwhatabout the 20-odd days when we may wit-
nessvery highrainfall oraprolonged hotspell”” asksRavichandran.
Higher temperatures lead to increased water holding in the
atmosphere. At around 30 degrees Celsius one cubic metre can
hold 1 litre of water. This increases as the temperature rises and
isrelated tooverall warming, resulting in enhanced possibility of
heavy ramfall. The macro physics of climate change 1s evolving
even as nations pour in resources and funds to study its impact.
“Our data and modelling leads to a certain projection of how
weather conditions will develop,” says Ravichandran. The lack
of more information preventsaccurateinitial condition determi-
nation—thevariance between the projectionand theactual event.
Theuncertainties introduced by warming and climate change in
general require more observation prowess.
Thetechnology and manufacturingisavailablein Indiaand the
need forimportsislimited,accordingtoofficials. The costisinany

...... W H E R E I S T H E R A I N ? Seasonal rainfall and its anomaly (to date)
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AT AROUND 30 DEGREES CELSIUS ONE CUBIC METRE CAN HOLD 1LITRE
TEMPERATURE RISES, RESULTING IN ENHANCED POSSIBILITY OF HEAVY
OF CLIMATE CHANGE IS EVOLVING EVEN AS NATIONS POUR IN RESOURCES



caserelativetothe wagesofneglect,says Nayak.“Weneedtoseethe ‘ ‘
costsof improving our abilitiesin termsof the costs that extreme

weather and gaps in our understanding can impose on national Our annual rainfall prediction
life. Weneedto plan adaptation strategiesona bigger scale. There of 87cm (b'c'lSEd on1971-2000
isa greed costif weignore theimpact of climate change,” hesays. .

The heat waves buffetingmuch of Indiabring home the message HVEI'HQES) mlght hold true. But
that the effects of warming need not begradual. Slow changes over what about the 20-odd days

time canresultin evolutionthat allows humansand other forms whenwe may withess very h ig h

ofife toadapt tothechange. But theshock of high heatconditions
throughout the 24-hour cycle is asevere test for flora and fauna.

rainfall or a prolonged hot spell?”

The spiking power demandsthat are aresult of air-conditioners VETISEINGEIYY secretary,
Ministry of Earth Sciences

remaining switched on through day and night are an alarming
development. “Air conditioners are being run non-stop and the
irony is that while we cool some 1,000 square feet of apartment
homes, hot airisbeing thrown out of every house further adding
heattotheatmosphere,” says Gupta.

Is climate change the sole reason forthe heatconditions Indian
cities are labouring under?“Climate change 1sone cause. India’s
urban development isina very messy state. Even in cities it can
be observed that conditions on the urban periphery are worse.

36N
an ANOMALY (mm) Thisi:s uﬁenbecause there isevenlessveget:aﬁun ontheoutskirts,
Delhi being an example,” says Gupta. While around 35 percent
30N of Indiais recognised as urbanised, the real extentislargerwith
the development of semi-urban areas and rural regions seeing
21N the rise of urban features. The high levels of concretisation have
- led to the heat island phenomenon in Indian cities where a car
24N E park, forexample, becomesared zone. Funds for managing cities
— § are limited and corporations are hamstrung by sloth, corruption
£ and capacity constraintsin equal measure. Itisoften the case that
18N % elected councillors, who are supposed to be the legislative wing,
g have limited powersand executive decisions, including policy,are
15N £ ©  taken by the commissioner and other officials. The devolution
% of funds is not sufficientand the power to tax and raise revenues
12N § is limited. In the case of Delhi, currently in the news over water
- £ shortages,anever-endingpolitical tussle between the Aam Aadmi
¢ Party(AAP)government and the lieutenant governor has meant
BN § - thereisvirtuallynoplanforthesummeroreven themonsoon.The
: - AAPgovernment hasgoneto courtover watersupplies,demand-

65 JOE 75 B8OE B85 O90FE OS5 100E ing Haryana release more water but has little accountability for
theft and leakages. The AAP policy of providing ‘free’ waterand
electricity has driven utilities like the Delhi Jal Board (D]B) into

| S— S SN e— debt without adequate capital expenditureto improve infrastruc-
25 10 B 10 25 50 ture. In neighbouring Gurugram, the civicmodel that has placed
sassessesrsvesssven Based onreal time data the development and maintenance tasks on builders hasbeena

non-starter over the years. Buildersand developers have limited

OF WATER. THIS INCREASES AS THE interest inresolving issuesbeyondafew yearsandeffortstoreplace
RAINFALL. THE MACRO PHYSICS themwith themunicipal corporation are mired in demands that
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the private firms fulfil pending obligations—a fruitless pursuit.
Some cities like Ahmedabad have trod a different path,
preparing adetailed heataction plan,a 26-pagedocument witha
checklist on preparations and implementation. The plan includes
alertsand communicationof heat warningsto officialsand media
andinspectionofmedical facilitiesalong with creatingcapacities
by way of hospitals and ambulances. There is a focus on protec-
tion of vulnerable sectionswhowork outdoorsorothers like the
elderly. The Ahmedabadmodeliseasilyreplicable butitisamatter
of surprise how few cities have followedsuit. There are checklists

THE RAMA BUOYS GATHER INFORMATION
NEEDED TO IMPROVE MODELLING AND
MEASURING OF MARINE HEAT WAVES THAT
IMPACT MONSOONAL ACTIVITY. THE MAPS
OF THERMAL STRUCTURES AND CURRENTS
FOR MARITIME USE ARE NOT POSSIBLE
WITHOUT THE BUOYS, SAYS A REPORT

A RAMA buoy being
retrieved from the sea by an
Indonesian research vessel

Courtersy PATRICK BERK, NOAA/PMEL

forpublichealth managers, health centres,media, labour depart-
ment and emergency services. Expertslike Guptafeel that India’s
choicesmust keep adaptation in mind even when doing whatit
can to mitigate climate change. The Western stress on mitiga-
tion can mean pressure to switch to low-carbon economies
and while India is committed to reducing fossil fuels, the
shock of sudden shifts will be felt by the weakest sections of
the population. It is clear that a 7-8 per cent growth rateis key

to ensuring people move out of poverty and this meansadap-
tation policies require more attention. “The Central and state

governments havearole by way of legislation and guidelines
but the job has to be done by urban local bodies. Norms for

new construction with green standards are a must. The con-
cerned corporations must not give permissions to builders
unlessnormsforrecycling ofwater,use of certain building mate
rial or design or use of solar are notadhered to,” says Nayak.On
India’senergy mix, he advocatesa greaterrole fornuclear power
which the institute he heads has been studying as anon-carbon
emitting power source. He points out the decisions of countries
like Germanyto do away with nuclear power inthe wake of the
Fukushima accident of 2011, which leftit at the mercy of Rus-
sian oil and gas imports. “There is hypocrisy in such decisions.
Germany gets power from France where
most of the capacity is nuclear,” hesays.
Gupta argues that planning for
summers or monsoons must be a con-
tinuous process, not a knee-jerk reac-
tion to an emergent situation where
those in authority just hope for the
situation to pass. “Everyone 1s just wait-
ing, hoping the monsoon will revive
and become widespread in two-three
weeks,” he says. Pointing to the need
to provide primacy to urban planning,
he says cities are centres of growth and
innovationand theirinhabitantsare more
productive. “We have to examine how to
enhance productivity. Ifa pérson hasto
travel 30-40kmbywayofadaily commute
inhigh heat, how effective would that be?”
heasks. Bringing abouta concentrationof
talent andresources, citiesare indeed hubs
of innovation and progress but India’s
urban development is being smothered
by lack of planning and visible encroach-
ments of public land as migrants live in
sub-human conditions. India’seconomic
planning requires a larger question to be
answered. Is development and growth
accounting for the depletion of natural
capital which can only worsen the effects
of warming? “Are we living off natural
capital orensuringitisnotdepleted? The
conservation of mangroves and forests,
the density offorest coverisdecreasing, and thisiswhat we need
tostudy,” Guptasays. Conservation and developmentneed togo
hand-in-hand asIndia cannot afford low growth withmoneyin
pocketbeing the best form of adaptation. Adaptation strategies
might be showcased by major government programmes, such
as housing and water supplies by way of design and materials,
providing alead for other sectors. India has developed signifi-
cant capacities in information technology and hasa growing

digital infrastructure. Innovative use of these strengths as well
as optimum utilisation of resources in the government, non-

government and private sectors require a preparedness to think
out of silosbut can reducethe cost of climate change. m
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Solarpanels being installed
onthe roof of an apartment |

}‘:’-._h Ssmsbuilding in Kochi, Kerala
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CLIMATE SMART

The economy can sustain high growth even as new technology
Is adopted against extreme weather conditions

By SIDDHARTH SINGH

N TUESDAY, JUNE 18, Delhi clocked a
dubious landmark. At 3:22 PM, the national
capital’s peak power demand touched 8,647
Megawatts (MW), a figure higher than
those of many Indian states. A day before, on
Monday, June 17, the northern region of the country clocked a
peak demand of 89 Gigawatts (GW). One GW equals 1,000 MW.
These exceptionally high powerloadsare givingheadachestothe
managersofthe national power grid. Theregionalload dispatch-
ers—themanagerson thespot,sotospeak—alwayshaveatough

time during summers when power demand shoots up. But this
summer is particularly daunting: with such heavy demand, a
single ‘tripping’ can lead to a system-wide failure.

[t would be a mistake to consider thisan unusual summerand
the rising demand for electricity a result of this one-off event. The
reality is that India has seen a steady rise in the number of heat
waves experienced in its different parts in recent years. Data
released by the Central Statistical Office thisyearshowsthatinthe
fiveyearsfrom 2019t0 2023 thenumberof heat-wave dayshasfluc-
tuated considerablybuthasremainedhigh.In 2019, 174daysofheat
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wave were reported across different states and Union territories
(UTs). Thisnumberfell to 42 in 2020andeven furtherto 2gin 2021.
There wasasuddenjump the nextyearwhenthefigurerose to 1go.
In 2023, 111 daysofheat wave were reportedacross statesand UTs.
Thereisnopoint searchingforastatisticalregularity here and there
certainly isno‘meanreversion' tosome defined average. Thereality
isthatIndia hasalreadyentered a heatzone. The Centre for Saence
and Environment(CSE) reports that this year, Apnl 1 to May 31,
nearly 7o per centof India’s 741 districtsreported at least one day
when the temperature was above 40 degrees. Thereis, of course,
considerable variation: Maharashtra was badly affected with 27
of its 36 districts reporting at least one day when the maximum
temperature was above 40 degrees. There are other stateswhere
temperatures have not crossed dangerous thresholds.

These figures should be seen alongside another set of
measures, ones that reflect the risks to India and its economy
fromrising temperatures.One measure that servesasa proxy for
damage from climate change is the Social Cost of Carbon (SCC).
SCCis an estimate of the value of damage from one additional
tonne of carbon dioxide (CO2) equivalent emitted at a certain
point in time. A 2018 study published in the journal Nature
Climate Change estimated values for SCC across different
countries. It showed that India had the highest SCC for any
country at that time: $ 86 pertonne of CO2 equivalent.

The contrast between India, one of the lowest carbon
emittersona percapitabasis-<1.8tonnesin2o18-+-withindustmal
countries could not be more glaring. The US, with the world’s
largest per capita emissions, had an SCC of $50 while India had
a much higher figure. India’s problems don’t end here—over
time,SCC goesupas lateremissionslead to more damageasthey
only add to the existing stock of greenhouse gases (GHGs) pres-
ent in the atmosphere. While the exact values of SCCs ought to
be taken with a pinch of salt as they are subject to considerable
uncertainties fromvariousassumptionsbuiltintothe estimates,
thetrend and the direction are clear—Indiastandsto lose much
morecompared to other countries from climate change.

India 1s not only aware of the dangers ahead but has also
putin place comprehensive plans to meet the challenge from
climate change. At the Glasgow climate summit in 2021,
Prime Minister NarendraModioutlineda five-pointplantotackle
climate change. The Indian plan is quite extensive. Among
its key points are meeting 50 per cent of the country’s energy
requirements from renewable sources by 2030, increasing non-
fossil fuel-based energy capacity to 500GW by 2030, and reduc-
ing the carbon intensity of the Indian economy to less than
45 per cent by 2030. The action on these plans has been visible
and aggressive: in the last five years, from FY20toFY24,India’s
capacityadditionfromrenewable energy sourceshasalways out-
pacedtheadditionofcapacityinthermalenergy.InFY24,renewables
accounted for 18,485 MW of capacity addition compared to 6,168
for thermal energy,a ratio of nearly 3:1. Other targets, too, are
likely to beachieved by 2030.

India’s problem, however,1s not that it won’t achieve long-
term targets to mitigate climate change. These goals are ‘global’

REUTERS

A blade of a power-generating windmill
turbine being assembled at agreen
energy plant in Mundra, Gujarat

WHERE INDIA FACES CHALLENGES IS

IS NARROW. AND THIS WINDOW WILL
COMPARED TO THE FAR MORE SEVERE

mnature—they helpeveryoneand notjust India. India’s problem
is that in the interregnum between stabilisation of the climate
system—a goal that lies much ahead in the future, if it can be
attained at all—and the present time, it faces a daunting
challengein mitigating the effects of climate change. The heat-
wave statistics point to this very clearly. In peninsular India, a
number ofdistricts, many in Maharashtra,arenow in the gripof
apincer of heat waves and water shortages. In the north, as the
numberofdayswith heatwaves goesup,so does the use of power
for cooling purposes, something that adds heat to the climate
system to the point that there are multiple ‘heatislands’ that
emerge during the summer across the northern plains. Heat
stroke and death due to complications arising from it are
common now. For states like Punjab, with their addiction to
growingwater-guzzlingcropslikerice, thefutureisbleak. Punjab’s
overexploitation of water and its more than 100 “dark blocks”
with acute water stressis a well- known story of poor environ-
mental choicesandnon-existent planning. These mitigation risk

stories can be found invirtuallyevery Indian state and UT.
H as India’s? Two immediate areas of concern are obvious:
one, energy generation and consumption; and two,
the nature and spread of urbanisation. Both require immediate
attention. On the energy front, the necessary changes are al-
ready afoot. Themove away from thermal power iswell- known
evenifthe problems associated with renewables, especially the
‘Intermittency problem’, don't have an immediate solution.

Renewable energy generation, for examplein the case of solar
power, takes place at a time when the sun is at its peak while

the demand for power may arise later. In the absence of power
storage solutions, such as high-capacity power storage systems,

OW DOES ONE ‘climate-proof’an economyas diverse
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The Kudankulam
nuclear power plant
in Tamil Nadu

the power generated has to be injected into the grid as soon as
itisgenerated.

Other solutions, at the micro-level, such as roof-top solar
power generation, appear to be impractical given the existing
powergenerationand consumphionpatterniin IndiacThisneednot
be thecase whenit comes toclimate-friendly solutions—peninsu-
larIndiahasalarge untapped potentialfor such power generation
that is localised and is certainly climate-friendly. It canaugment
powerfor households whereitisneeded most.

The other area that requires careful attention quickly is the
nature and spread of urbanisation. Construction, in economic
termsconstitutes around g percent ofthe Indianeconomyin Gross
Value Added(GVA)terms(2023-24). Inthe past two years (2022-23
and 2023-24),1t has grown at 9.4 per centand 9.9 per cent, respec-
tively. This is significantly higher than the overalIGVA at 6.7 per
cent(2022-23)and 7.2 per cent (2023-24) for those years. A signfi-
cantpartofthisactivitytakes place inlargeurbanconglomerations
like National Capital Region (NCR), the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region, and other large cities. This 1s not conducive for climate
change mitigation. These large additions to built-up areaslead to
high energyconsumptionand, in turn,thecreationofheatislands.

There is noreason why this construction activity cannot be
reoriented and localised to create new urban centres. While this
sounds quixoticas economic prioritiesand experience show that
large urban agglomeration leads to higher economic activities, in
thisage thisneedsreorientationifIndiahastogetagriponclimate
change mitigation. It isno case going to be easy. Indiaisno longer
the command-and-controleconomy ofthe 1970s whentheCentre
couldreordereconomicpriorities. The private sectortodaycontrb-
utesmore to the economicpie. Thismakesthetask of coordinating
any such action on climate-friendly economic change difficult.
Unless, of course, India hasthe political will todowhat isnecessary.

Some things are a given even as India adapts to a much

SHRINK AS TIME PASSES. BUT INDIA'S APPROACH IS POSITIVE WHEN
OPTIONS LIKE DE-GROWTH THAT ARE IN VOGUE IN THE WEST

hotterworld. Forone, the country cannotsacrifice high economic
growth at the altar of mitigating climate change. This zero-sum
thinkingisprevalent m many Western countrieswhere ‘de-growth’
is championed asa solution notjust for climate change butalso
formitigating the'vastinequalities prevalent inthose countries.
India cannotaffordsuch thinking. Since 2000, India hasmaderapid
strides in reducing the number of people wholive in poverty. This
changehasbeen particularly marked from2013-14 t02022-23when
India witnessed a reduction in multidimensional poverty from
29.17 per cent of its population living under poverty to 11.28 per
cent in 2022-23,areduction of 17.89 percentage points. Thislarge
reduction in the number of poor people took place when India
experienced robust economic growth. At this stage, when India
confrontsthe moststubbornlevelsof poverty—especially‘poverty
traps’—it cannot afford toslow downitsrate of growth. Doing that
willlead toloweravailability of resources for povertyreduction but
willalsoentail the danger ofthrowing peoplewhohavejust exited
poverty backintomisery. Thisis politicallyunacceptable in India.

But India has shown that another path is possible, one where
higher growth can continue even as climate change mitiga-
tion by aggressive adoption of climate-change technologiesisa
reality. Where India faces challenges is in adapting to these
changesfaster because the window for adopting them effectively,
by limiting the damage from climate change, is narrow. And this
window will progressively shrink as time passes. In this con-
text, India’sapproachis positive when compared to the farmore
severe optionssuch asde-growth that aren vogue in the West.

In doing all this, India has relied largely on its own resources
as the promise of climate finance and sharing of climate change
mitigationtechnology has provedillusory. Theissue forIndiaisnot
resources—it has found them by rejigging its priorities—but one
of coordinating a diverse economy ina continental-scale country.
Sofar,itisworking. m
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Priyanka Gandhi at her
residence in Rae Bareli,
May 18, 2024




SISTER ACT

Priyanka Gandhi makes her electoral debut from
Rahul’s vacated seat of Wayanad. Why is the party excited?

By ULLEKH NP and AMITA SHAH

N SEPTEMBER 4, 1999, Priyanka Gandhi
gave whatisconsidered herfirst TV mterview.
In it, she resembled her late grandmother
Indira Gandhi in her demeanour and
communication and the late Diana, Princess
of Wales, in her height, haircut and coy gaze.
She told NDTV’s Nupur Basu that she would “have to waitfora
long, long time” to see herentry into politics.

Itdid take Privanka Gandhi‘another2o years toomake a
formal entry into Congress’ organisational politics, taking over
asthe party’sgeneral secretaryin-charge of eastern Uttar Pradesh
(UP)ahead of the Lok Sabha election of 2019. Now; it has taken
five more years for her to make an electoral debut, choosing to
contest from the Wayanad Lok Sabha seat in Kerala, vacated by
her brother Rahul who had won from there aswell asRae Bareli
in Uttar Pradesh by huge margins.

While political opponents have called it an extension of
dynasticruleto yetanotherfamily-turf-in-the-making, thistime
in the south, Congress is thrilled at the goodwill and charisma
that Priyanka Gandhi willbring to parhhamentary politicswhen
the party has justimproved its tally in Lok Sabha compared to
the last two occasions. Congress is still languishing at its third-
lowest tally, and yet there are anticipations within the party of
acomeback.

V Muralidharan, a senior leader of the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) from Kerala, who was a minister in the last Modi
government, tells Open, “Like Rae Bareli and Amethi (in
Uttar Pradesh), Wayanad(inKerala)isalsobeing converted intoa
family pocket borough. Why did Congress not field a
leaderfromKeralathere? Congresshasbecome the property ofthe

Nehru-Gandhi family, with no democratic values.
Rahul Gandhi did not disclose he would fight from Rae Bareli
till after the Wayanad election. This is a betrayal of the voters of
Wayanad, and taking Kerala for granted.”

But Priyanka Gandhr’s choice to step forward assertively
into the limelight has left a mark, feel some analysts. For his
part, Rasheed Kidwai, journalist and author who has watched
Congress closely for long, avers that the “bhai-behen ki jodi
(brother-sisterduo)”isgoing toprovidealotofhefttothe Congress
campaignin the poll-bound states of Haryana, Maharashtra,
Jammu & Kashmir, and Jharkhand where Assembly elections
are due this year. “In Priyanka Gandhi, Congress has a powerful
campaigner,an Ahmed Patel like-crisismanager, and alistening
post. The Opposition, having a credible presence in Lok Sabha,
would have a double-barrel line of attack inthe form of Rahul and
Priyanka against the government,” Kidwai asserts.

Priyanka Gandhi herselflooked pleased.

“lamhappy tobeabletorepresent Wayanad,andIwill not let
them feel his(Rahul Gandhi’s) absence.I willwork hard and try
my bestto make everyone happy and be agoodrepresentative,”
she said about her forthcoming contest from Wayanad.

Some people feel Priyanka Gandhi hastaken the plunge this
year because it 1s “now or never” for Congress, which 1s seen as
making aresurgence of sorts compared with the depthsit had
plunged toin the past two General Elections, winning 44 and 52
seatsrespectivelyto Lok Sabhain 2014 and 2019. Thistime round
itwon gg seatson counting day.

Sudhir Panwar of Lucknow University, a leader of the
Samajwadi Party (SP) which fought the recent elections in a
tie-up with Congress and won handsomely m UP, saysit wasa

PEOPLE FEEL PRIYANKA GANDHIHAS TAKEN THE PLUNGE
THIS YEAR BECAUSEIT IS 'NOW OR NEVER' FOR CONGRESS,
WHICH IS SEEING A RESURGENCE OF SORTS COMPARED WITH
THE DEPTHS IT HAD PLUNGED TO IN 2014 AND 2019
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foregone conclusion that Privanka Gandhi was
going to make an electoral foray sooner or later.

“It has taken her along time to contest elections. I
think she is being pitched from Wayanad because
Congress feels the constituency stood by Rahul in
a time of need and now it cannot be abandoned.
Which is why Priyanka, his sister, is contesting
from there. There 1s also a question of opportu-
nity that works here,” he says,emphasising that
since 2012 Congress’ poll fortunes have beenona
slide and now is the time for her tomake anentry.
Panwar adds, “I don’t think, however, that her
entryisgoing tovastly change polldynamicsat the
nationallevel.”

SECTION OF PUNDITS, meanwhile,
contends that her entry into national

politics will strengthen Congressat a time

ALTHOUGH
PRIYANKA DID NOT
CONTEST FROM
EITHER RAE BARELI
OR AMETHI, SHE WAS *

AT THE FOREFRONT
OF THE CAMPAIGN
IN BOTH SEATS,
RELENTLESSLY
TAKING ON BJP
AND GALVANISING
HER PARTY

whenthereis competition forwomen'svotes. BJP has
fiercely wooed women voters throughits schemes
thatinclude the distribution of cooking gas connec-
tions and measures to ensure women's safety. The
party hascampaigned aggressivelyon Modi offering
dignitytothepoor, farmers and women. Thesaffron
party continuestabe atit.

It has taken Priyvanka along time toreach this
decision. Asshesaidin 1999, “along, long time”.

Jad Adams, author of The Dynasty: The Nehru-
Gandhi Storywho also worked on an eponymous
BBC series, had told Openin an interview (‘Enter
Priyanka: Can She Save the Day for Rahul?, Febru-
ary 4,2019)that Priyanka was always tipped fora
political career when she was a child. “Theonly
surprise to meis howlong this hastaken. Her father Rajivused
to compare her to his mother Indira for her strong will—that
trait which Indira’s opponents would call her stubbornness,”
he had said.

Priyanka Gandhi has been a forceful campaigner for her par-
ty in the recent elections. Evenin the unsuccessful campaign of
2019 and the elections to various states held later, including the
2022 UP Assembly polls, despite the reverses, Congress insiders
say that Priyanka has been a quintessential behind-the-scenes
strategist, assisting hermotherandbrother. Theyalsotalk aboutthe
tragedies her family has endured—losing her grandmotherin
1984 and her father Rajiv Gandhi in 1991 to assassinations—
which made her acquire nerves of steel even after her per-
sonal grieftook her out of the public eye for long stretches and
into Buddhism and Vipassana meditation. She displayed her
inner courage in 2008 when she met Nalini, a conspirator in the
Rajiv Gandhi assassination case, in Vellore Central Jailandlatersaid
thatshe had forgiven her father’s killers.

Inthe 2024 polls, she was indeed a force to reckon with in
UP and endeared herself to her partymen. Party workers and

WORKERS. IN AMETH]I,
WHERE PRIYANKA
CANVASSED FOR
KISHORILAL SHARMA,
SHE ISICREDITED WITH
TURNING THE TIDE
AGAINST SMRITIIRANI

sympathisersin RaeBareliwanted hertofightpolls thistimeround.

Hours before the deadline for filing nominations to the
Rae Bareli Lok Sabhaseat inthis year’s election onMay 3,Congress
workers stood waiting, holding posters thathad images of Rahul
and Priyanka Gandhi. The grapevine had it till the night before
that Priyvanka Gandhi could make her electoral debut from the
seat,a Nehru-Gandhi family pocket borough. More popular than
her elder brother because of “the way she speaks”asseveral locals
putit, and given Rahul’s image being “smeared” by their oppo-
nents, enthusiasm about Priyanka contesting from the seat was
palpable. The lastminute announcement that Rahul Gandhi,
who had lost to BJP’s Smriti Irani in Amethi in 2019, would
contest from Rae Bareli came asa surprise. It was speculated then
that Priyanka was disinclined to contest.

True,thetwo Gandhis entering the fraywould give BJP more
ammunition totarget Congressfurther with its “dynasty”charge.
It did, as soon as the announcement of Priyanka Gandhi being
fielded from Wayanad came. Adams hadalways viewed this phe-

nomenondifferently. “Some people sneer at thisdynasticmode in
subcontinental politicsas being evidence of an Asianinabilityto
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Privanka and RahulGandhi
in Wayanad, April 3, 2024

achievedemocracy and pointnot justat the Nehru-Gandhis but
the Bhuttosin Pakistan and the Bandaranaikes in Sri Lanka. Are
the people hankering after aroyal family? I think differently. Isee
itasunremarkable thatmanymembersofthe same familygointo
thesame occupation. Tradesmen,farmersanddoctorsmay gofor
many generationsworkingin thesamefield. Thereissomelevel
of nepotism but mainlyitislearned behaviour,” he says.

Even though Priyanka did not contest from either Rae Bareli
orAmethi, shewasat the forefront ofthe campaignin both seats,
relentlessly taking on BJP and galvanising her party workers.
In Amethi, where she canvassed for the Gandhi family’s close
associate Kishori Lal Sharma, she is credited with managingto
turn the tide against Irani who was hoping for a second term
on the former Congress turf. In her speeches, she said Irani’s
only intention in coming to Amethiwas to defeat her brother,
not to ensure the welfare of the people in the constituency. On
thelast day of campaigning, she sat atop a vehicle, along with
Sharma,wavingtothecrowdsallthroughthe roadshow.Inseveral
unscripted instances, she stepped off her vehicle and began
interacting informally with villagers while they thronged to

take selfies with her even if they were holding
up BJP flags.

In Rae Bareli, where she started campaigning
even before Rahul Gandhi hit thetrail, she under-
scoredthe century-oldconnectionofthe Gandhis
to the people of the constituency, recalling the
1921 Munshiganj massacre when Jawaharlal
Nehru had stood by the farmers.

Thistime round in UP, Congress, in alliance
with Akhilesh Yadav’s SP, won six of the 17 seats
it contested in the state, against the sole seatit
won in Rae Bareli in 2019 when Sonia Gandhi
was the candidate. The party’s vote share in the
state,the most populousin the country, rose from
6.36 percentin 2019t09.46 per centin 2024. While
Rahul Gandhi and Yadav held joint rallies in
several places, Priyanka and Mainpuri MP and
Yadav'swife Dimple Yadav held ajointrally in
Varanasi. In the 2022 Assembly polls, however,
when Priyanka was leading the campaign, Con-
gress managed to win just two ofthe 399 seats it
foughtin anelection that had become a face-off
between BJP and SP. Faced with an existential cri-
sis, Congressnow sees a chance at consolidation.

Once Priyanka enters Lok Sabha, it will be
thefirst imethat threé¢ Congress members 6f
the Nehru-Gandhi family—Sonia, Rahul, and
Priyanka Gandhi—will be MPs. Of the three,
Sonia Gandhiis a member of Rajya Sabha, while
the other two will be in Lok Sabha. Besides
Sonia andRahul Gandhi, Indira Gandhi’syoung-
er daughter-in-law Maneka Gandhi and her son
Varun were in the last Lok Sabha, but they were
on the other side of the political aisle. This time,
Maneka Gandhi lost the election from Sultanpur while Varun
Gandhi was not given a ticket by BJP.

For the Opposition, more formidable by its bigger nu-
merical strength this time, the presence of Priyanka Gandhi, a
spirited speaker, as an elected representative could prove to be
invigorating. At the same time, she1s also likely to become the
prime target of the ruling side, which had so far been training its
guns mainly on Rahul Gandhi.

To accusation of Rahul Gandhi contesting from
two seats and then “betraying” the people of Wayanad,
Congress’ Shama Mohamed says, “The Wayanad District
Congress Committee has passed a resolution welcoming her.
Priyanka Gandhi has campaigned acrossthe country.” She also
argues that many BJP leaders had contested from more than one
seatinthepast. Meanwhile, theruling Leftin Kerala continuestobe
miffedattheGandhis for notinvestingalltheirenergiesin fighting
BJP,and instead taking on LN.D.I.A. blocmembers.

Given her charmandrelatability asaseniorleader, Priyanka, 52,
won't finditdifficulttomake goodinelectoral politics. Which also
means being under greater scrutiny asa public figure. m
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A screengrab of the fire
in Kuwait’s Mangaf,
June 2, 2024
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The Kuwait fire that
killed 41 Indians further
highlights the need to
protect the rights of
migrant workers

By ULLEKH NP
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Coffins of the Indian
workers who died

" inthe Kuwait fire,
Kochi, June 14, 2024

N A VISIT a few years ago to a labour camp
in Ajman, United Arab Emirates (UAE), I had
a long chat with one of its managers, amiddle-
aged Indian-origin man, who politely told me
I could not go into the living quarters. He took
meinstead tohis office where,over blackteaand
cream biscuits, we spoke for the next few hours about the life of
low-income Indians employed in the Gulfregion.

He said that most of the workersthere expect what he called
“abreak”,an opportunity to come into money. However,only a
small percentage ofthe migrantshit paydirtand makeenough to

liveit up, while the rest ofthem accumulate debt. Toservice these
debts, theyend up boundtotheirworkplaces—even though their
dream is to make money and go back home.

Stories of rare successand glory offer inspiration nonetheless,
although they are often far removed from the reality of their
existence in the concrete jungles built on desert sands. Theirjobs
are usually the lifeline for their families,and alltheydoissave and
sendback moneyhome,spendinghardly anythingonthemselves.

“We live notexactlyon food,buthope,” hesummeditup,with
alaugh thathadatinge of irony and sarcasm.

The Indian manager is spot-on about hopes. After all,
close to g million Indians work in the Gulf countries (Saudi
Arabia, UAE, Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman,and Qatar),according to
official government statistics. Theregion accounts for morethan
66 per cent of Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) out of around
13.4 million in the whole world. The UAE employs more than
3.41 million Indians, Saudi Arabia 2.59 million, Kuwait
1.02 million, Qatar 740,000, Oman 770,000 and Bahrain 320,000.
Most of them are blue-collaremployees whose top priorityis to
saveas much money aspossible and send it back home.

The tragic deaths of 49 people, 41 of them Indians, in a fire
accident at one of the accommodations offered by their
companyinsouthemKuwait'sMangafonfune 12 bringtotheforethe
precarious natureof the lives of these workers. Despite contributing
mmensely totheirfamiliesandlocal economies, theyliveinreport-
edlyrisky erdeplorabléliving conditionsiniovercrowded buildings,
often with inadequate access to goodsanitation and healthcare.

Thespecificdetails of whatcaused these devastatingdeathsare
underinvestigation and acomprehensivereport is yet to be out.
It is a bitter reminder of reports from Qatar before the 2022 FIFA
World Cup,which found that atleast 6,500 migrant workershad
died due toinhumane workingconditions, whilemanymore had
notreceived compensation or faced wage theftand exploitation.

Onceagain, thespothghtisclearlyon migrant workers’rights
and liveability of the labour campsin the Middle East, the accom-
modation they are offered orwhere they choose to live in these
countries ontheirown.

KG Abraham, managing director of the Kuwait-based NBTC
Group where workers who died in the fire were employed, was
quotedinthemediaassayingthatthe building leased forthework-
ershad 24 apartments, each ofwhichhadthree bedrooms. He also
said thatonlyaround 160 employees were living there. He offered
tocompensate the families ofthose whopenshedin theaccident.
Abraham, interestingly,is co-producer ofaMalayalam film titled
Adujeevitham(GoatLife), which isbased onan eponymousnovel
by Benyamin who created the main protagonist outofthereal-life
story of an Indian migrant worker trapped into slavery in a Gulf
nation. Abrahamalso ownsafive-star hotel andrunsseveral other
business establishments in his home state of Kerala.

Earlier, a Reuters report quoted Kuwait’s Deputy Prime
Minister Sheikh Fahad Yusuf Saud Al-Sabah—who visited the
site—assaying that “the greed of real-estate ownersis what leads
tothese matters.” The news agency also quoted a local publica-
tion who spoke to an Egyptian national who survived the fire:
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hesaid that the fire had started on a lowerfloor and that thoseon
higher levels couldn’'t escape. Many of those who tried to escape

fellunconsciousin the thick smoke that bellowed upwardsand
died. Sadly, many of them were about to return home after years

of gruelling labour, according to reports.

People familiar with how blue-collar workers from India
and elsewhere are housed in Gulf countries have backed studies
from global NGO Human Rights Watch and several others. The
situation gets far worse in soaring temperatures. “Despite
substantialscientificevidence onthedevastatinghealth impact of
exposuretoextremeheat,Gulfstates’protectionfailuresare causing
millions of migrant workers to face graverisks,including death,”
Human Rights Watch said in arecent report.

Studies by academics, too, have highlighted the plight of
Indian workers in the Gulf and the discrimination they face.
Saddam Khan of Aligarh Muslim University has concluded in
hisstudy titled Human Rights Dimensionsin Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) Countries: A Study of Indian Migrant Workers’
that although there has been some progress over theyears, they
continue to face systematic abuse and discrimination and that
untilrecently, successive Indian governments have offered only
“Band-Aid” responsesto alleviate their struggle.

Atthe core of this discriminationis the Kafala(sponsorships)
system, which, according to the Council on Foreign Relations,
“giyes private dtizensand companies...almost total control over
migrantworkers'employmentandimmigrationstatus”.

(ILO) report hasto say about the system: “The sponsorship
system’s economic objective was to provide temporary,
rotating labour that could berapidly broughtintothe countryin
an economic boomand expelled during less affluent periods. Un-
der the Kafalasystem,a migrant worker'simmigration statusisle-
gally boundto an individual employerorsponsor{kafee] for their
contract period. The migrant worker cannot enter the country,
transferemployment,orleave the country for any reason without
firstobtaining explicit written permission from the kafeel”
Thissystem, without doubt, gives contractorsand laboursup-
pliers tremendous control over the workers who are forced to
bemeek in the face of conditionsthatresemble modernslavery:.
Speaking specifically about the recent situation in Kuwait,
Suresh KP, a businessman based out of that country, reveals,
“Workers from India or elsewhere come here with a purpose:
To send money back to their families. If you earn less than 400
Kuwaitidinarsamonth, you cannotaffordtorenta home on your
own, and unlessyou are given accommodation by thecompany
that hashiredyou, you end upsharing it with others. Thatishow
most workers inlow-income backgrounds manage to spend as
low as 15 to 25 dinarsorsoon rent in order to tighten their belts,
and cater to their family expenses.” Suresh, who has lived inthe
country for 28 years and is honorary joint secretary of the Indian
Business and Professional Council, Kuwait, anonprofitvoluntary
organisation, avers that unlessthesalaries of migrant workersare

THIS IS WHAT an International Labour Organization

MANY MIGRANT WORKERS LIVE IN ABYSMA
BECAUSE OF THEIR LARGE NUMBERS, AND
‘BURSTING AT THE SEAMS’. IT IS A

raised drastically,they have nochoice but tolivein ashared home.
“Accidents happen because of electrical shortcircuits or high hot
weather conditions,” adds Suresh.

Some others Open spoke to say that the homes are oftenin
dilapidated buildings in the worst quarters of the city, and that
accidents can take place due to several reasons, including the
neglect of asingle person, forinstance, that of the watchman of
the building, whois called haarisin Arabic.

Kuwait-based Ajith Kumar, who has also been based out of
this Gulf country for decades now and is also associated with
Indian organisationsthere, saysthatin the case ofthe accommo-
dationofferedby employers,sometimesalargenumber,ashigh as
eight people, sharearoominsidea building, “They often liveina
dormitorysystem,” hesays,adding thatevenqualified engineers
workin low-paid jobs with the hope thatthey could land a better
job afterward.

Elaborating on the conditions under which many of these
blue-collared workerslive, he says, “Sometimes, toormore people
sharea toilet. Whilesome employers offer decent housing, others
don't. In some cases, workersrent theirown space, sharing with
others,and companiesthat hire them have no clueabout where
they live. Kumar points out that sometimes subcontractors are
also involved, whichmakes it tough to track living conditions.

He added that, following the fire accident, the Kuwaiti
police are now evicting migrant workers, especially bachelors,
including those from India, over what they see as housing code
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An Indian labourer
at a makeshift
camp in Shanah

GETTY IMAGES

LLY UNCLEAN SURROUNDINGS, PRIMARILY
BECAUSE THE HOUSING PROJECTS ARE
DANGEROUS AND DISMAL EXISTENCE

violations, meaning overcrowding. Kumar says thisisonly going
toadd totheirwoes,especially inthisscorching heat. Meanwhile,
itislearnt that the Indian embassy in Kuwait has sprunginto
action, requesting that those evicted be allowed tostay back in
their homes.

Others who spoke to Open on condition of anonymity say
that many of these migrant workers live in abysmally unclean
surroundings, primarily because of their large numbers, and
because the housing projects are “bursting at the seams”, as
one of them describedit. It is a dangerous and dismal existence.
Another person who isin the labour recruitment section of a
Kuwait company said, “People don’t get used to hardship. They
choose to suffer here so that theirwives and children and close
relatives don'thave to sufferfromashortage of fundsback home...
Homesleased forworkersare places whereaccidentsare waiting
tohappen.Kitchensare run professionallyinmost labourcamps
inthedesertsbut, in residential areas,dangerlurks because of the
lack of proper monitoring.”

Mustafa OV, a Dubai-based businessman and managing
director at Gargash Insurance Group, has some insights to offer
aboutsuch accidents. Heattributes such mishapstypically tothe
neglect and efforts by employers of migrant workers to save on
costs.“Mostemployers cut cornersto save operational expenses.
They cannot do that in the quality of work or deliverables. And

so they cut cornersin benefits to employees,” he says, suggest-
ing thatitis a routine practice engaged by many contractors to

earn a profit. Asaresult, says Mustafa, safety standards also get
compromised. Employeesseldom complain because they need
their jobsto send homemoney. “There are, of course, employers
inthe Gulfregion, especiallyin Dubai,whotake good care of their
employees,” says the businessman.

Going forward, to check the safety of camps and residential
homes where workers live, fines and other punitive measures
will have to be enforced far more strictly, he proposes. “Reliance
onsubcontractorsalso makesthesituation precarious,” Mustafa
adds, dwelling on the living conditions of migrant workers.

The greed of employers is one of the causes of such tragic
events, although there are multiple reasons from human error
tosystemicissuesthat are responsible forthe loss of lives.

Meanwhile, reports on remittances from abroad to India
underline why India needs to place greater emphasis on its
diaspora. Suresh KP and others are of the view that the Indian
embassy in Kuwait acted promptly to handle the crisis. More ef-
fortsare however in order, especiallyin terms of preventingsuch
accidents by ensuring that migrant workers’ ightsarerespected.

Accordingtoreports,the USremains the single highest source
of remittancesto India. As a bloc, though, the Gulf countries
contribute much more,and the UAE topsthe list.

According to the latest data available, the US accounts for
remittances of $23.4 million, the United Arab Emirates
$18 million, the UK $6.8 million, Singapore $5.7 million, Saudi
Arabia §5.xmilhon; Kiswait $2.4 million, Oman$ 1.6 million, and
Qatar $1.5 million.

Moreimportantly,Indiais therecipientofthelargestsum of re-
mittancesintheworld, accordingto areportby the Intemational
Organisationfor Migration’s(I0M) World Migration Report 2024.

Thereportsaid, “In 2022, India, Mexico,China, the Philippines,
and Egypt were (in descending order)the top fiveremittance
recipient countries,although Indiawaswellabove therest, with
totalinward remittancesexceeding $111 billion, the first country
toreach and even exceed $100billion.”

It also said, “More than 40 per cent of all international
migrantsworldwide in 2020(115million) werebornin Asia, nearly
20 per cent primarily originating from six Asian countries,
including India(the largestcountry of origin), China, Bangladesh,
Pakistan, the Philippinesand Afghanistan.”

According to areport on June 18 in Arab Times,alocal media
groupin Kuwait, a government sourcestated that, followng the
Kuwaiti ruler’s instructions, the families of the tragic Mangaf
building fire victims would receive compensation amounting to
$15,000 each. “This financial aid aims tosup portbereaved families
during this difficult time,” the statement reads. It added that the
compensation payments will be processed and delivered tothe
victims'respective embassies. “The embassieswill thenensurethe
funds are distributedto the familiesofthoseaffected by the fire. This
method expedites the process and ensures the assistance reaches
the victims’families promptlyand efficiently,” the report added.

Employers who hire migrant workers have a greater
responsibility. Migrant workers cannot be treated asexpendable.
Saving livesmust be theirtop priority. m
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IS PLURAL

TWASABOUT adecadeagowhen Neeleshwas
partofa few literature and philosophy clubsin
Punethathe cameacrossthreeindividualswith
whom hedeveloped arapport. One ofthemwas
amale, and the other two were women. The
four became close friends, developed feelings
foroneanother,and by the time two years had
lapsed,theywere allliving togetherina house.
To most individuals in the neighbour
hood, the four of them are friends, perhapseven two couples
minimising costs by sharing an apartment together. Butin
reality, all four are closer to being a single family, every one
in polyamorous relationships with the other three. “We
Just started by hangmg out, discussing philosophy,and our
outlook on life matched. That’s howit began,” says Neelesh
when asked what attracted them toeach other. Neelesh, who
requested to be identified by his first name, isin hisearly 40s
and works asan engineerin Pune. “Weare quite open about it
[theirrelationships]. We are like a small family,” hesays.
Neelesh and his partners belong to asmall subculture of
individuals in Indiawho identify themselves as polyamorous.
Polyamory is defined as the practice of engaging in sexual and
romantic relationships with multiple people, and many of its
practitionersoften also refer toit as ethicalnon-monogamy, to
indicate how the practicehas the consent ofall participants and
involves no secret affairs. The term howeveriswoolly enough
tomcorporate awide variety of practicesandchoices,solong as
itinvolvesmore thantwoindividuals. Some polyamorous ind:
viduals practice hierarchiesin their relationships for instance,
where they bestowhigher prionty on particular partners. Some
of them even have “nesting partners”, where they will have
relationshipswithmultiple partners, but live witha particular
one. Then there are others who frown uponsuch notions of
hierarchy, believing that a polyamorous group isone where
each member is committed to every other memberequally.
Some willinclude swingers and couplesinopen relationships
in their definitions of polyamory; others will not. The nature
of polyamorous relationships also varies. Many relationships
will involve sex, but sometimes it won't, the partners instead
findingemotionaland romantic fulfilment from some orall
of their partners. And while many practitioners view poly-
amory as alifestyle choice,where they feel they arenot cut out
formonogamy;afewidentifypolyamoryassomething deeper,
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somethingalmost hke asexuahidentity. Theycannot but—these
practitioners say—be polyvamorous. In recent years, many
practitionershavebeguntoreferto themselvesas“polycules™ —a
portmanteau for a “polyamorous molecule”—to describe the
intricate and complicated structure of theirrelationships.
Polyamory of course isn't new. People have carried on with
multiple partners, usually discreetly, throughout history. But
what has happened inrecent years, with the growing accep
tance of diverse sexual orientations and lifestyle choices, is
many individuals coming forward toidentify themselves as
polyamorous. Thisis particularly sointhe West, where surveys
find alarge proportionofyoungstersidentifying themselvesas
polyamorous. There is increasingly a resonance here too. The
polyamorousinIndia, especially the youthsinits big metropol:-
tan dties,nowincreasinglydescribethemselves assuchon dat
ing apps and social media; interact with one another onsocial
mediaand messaging plattorms hkeTelegram;and hangouton
polyamorous-onlyoraltemativesexuality-only eventsat clubs.
“Whenl first came across thisideaof polyamory, I thought,
thisissomething men have come upwith to have sex with ev:
eryone,” says Aili Seghetti, who moved to India from the UK
several years ago, and whose The Intimacy Curator providesa
populardating, intimacy and relationships coaching service.
A large section of Seghetti’s clientele involves peoplewho are
polyamorous or couples in openrelationships. She also often
hostsevents for polyamorous individuals, and until recently
ran anumber of Telegram channels where polyamorous
individuals connected with one other. “Initially, when I began
doing events for polyamorousindividuals and others, I didn't
expect sucha big crowd would show up. It’sbeen three years
since we began doing events, and their large numbers don't
surprisemeanymore,”she says. To Seghetti, the openness about
polyamory and willingness to explore other forms of relation-
shipshassomething todowiththelargerchuminsociety.“The
world ischanging pretty fast and relationshipsare changing,
divorceratesare skyrocketing,” she says, as she brings up how
the young aremore open toalternative lifestylesand how,even
amongoldermonogamouscouples,womenareincreasinglyun-
likelytoputupwith a husbandcheatingonthemand will look
for the same sexual freedom. “Instead of divorcing, thereisan
optionofactuallyopeninguptherelationship. Justbecauseyou're
boredofthe person you're withis notreallyareason toleavethe
relationship. You can transform it into something else.”
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Seghettiis herself polyamorous. She has a husband, basedin
the UK, whomshemeetsevery three monthsorso.She has three
other partnerswithwhomshe hasasexual relationships. One of
themisamale partnerin India for whom, shesays, she harbours
strong romantic feelings; the other two are gay, and for whom,
shesays, she has queer platonic feelings.

Seghettiwasn'talways polyamorous. Raised asa Catholic, she
says, she was suspicious when she first learnt about this concept.
But this changed when she discovered that her husband was
having an affair. “Iwas heartbroken. And it took a while formeto
understand that there was something that was not quite working
in therelationship and that’s why this happened,” she says.“I can't
tell what it is, but something just shifted then. And I felt maybe
this whole thing doesn’t work, maybe monogamy isn't working.
Maybe, there isanother way of dealing with thisand then Istarted
looking at it from the point of view of my needs. So, if | have emo-
tional needs, certain logistical needs, or  have some physical needs
that might not revolve around sex, why should I end therelation
ship?’ Practising polyamory however can come with its own set of
challenges. In polyamorous circles, the term
“compersion”—where an individual, instead
offeeling upset or threatened when hisor her
partnerromantically orsexuallyinteractswith
anotherindividual, experiences happinessin
the partner’sjoy—hascome toresemblesome-
thingofarélationshipideal But,Seghettimen-
tions, thisrarelyevertakesplace.Instead, there
are often insecurities, pangs of jealousy and
competition fora partner’saffectionand time.

Some of this is understandable. Just
the small task of making sure your
partner isfree from her commitmentswith
her other partners so you can go out for
dinner can sometimes be a nightmare.
Aanchal Narang, the founder of Another
Light Counselling,which provides mental
health and counselling services, includ-
ing to polyamorous individuals, says, scheduling adate night
withinpolyamorousindividuals couldresemble organisingaUN
summit. “If you are dating three people and these three people
aredating three other people,thenit[organising datesjwould be
alogistical challenge, right?”she asks.

According to Seghetti, the myth of polyamorous being
promiscuous couldn’t be further from the truth. “Polyamorous
relationships are a lot of work, trust me,” she says. “lhaveno
hobbies. All my free time goes into just managing [my relation-
ships]. In polyamory, you are constantly explaining something
tosomeone... Sothat’s the runningjoke [within polyamorous
groups]. They say polyamorous people spend more time talking
and communicating than having sex.”

Thelikes of Narangand Seghetti who work with polyamorous
individuals to resolve issues in their relationships insist that

communication and the setting of boundaries is of utmost
importance. “You'redealingwith multiple human beings. It's like

being inan organisation. If you don’t set your boundaries, then
everybodywill comeandthrowpapersonyourdesk,” Seghettisays.

For clientsexploring polyamory,Seghetti usually hands them
a detailed contract that lays down all the boundaries within
the relationships and expectations from one another. “So, the
contract will be very detailed. It will establish, forexample, how
many partnersyoualready have.It willmention howmuchyou
want the other person to know about your partners. If there s
sex,whether it is without protection? Also, how much do they
want to know about your partners? What kind of communica-
tionstyledoyouhavein therelationships’Likeif you goonadate
[with someoneelse], what kindof information does your partner
wanttoreceive? Whatisthe logistics of that date? Are you going
to comebackhomeif you live together, orare you going to spend
thenightout? Doesyour partner wanttomeet the otherpartner?”
she says. “It'sthe sort of things people don’t really think of. Butit’s
importantto have them on paper. Otherwise, you start creating
alot of resentment.”

Narang admits that polyamorous relationships can be

When I began doing events
for polyamorous individuals
and others, I didn't expect
such a big crowd would show
up. It's been three years since

we began doing events, and
their large numbers don't
surprise me anymore

AILISEGHET TI

stressful. “If you look at society, it’s framed in the lens of you
falling inlove with one person and being with them for the rest
of your life. There 1s pressure to adhere to societal norms. When
you realise those are expectations you can’t meet, it tends to put
a certain level of stress and internal conflictamongst people. So,
wework withresolving thatand alsoequipping people with the
adequate resourcesforthat,” Narang says.

Stress points however frequently occur. “When my
partner goesoutondateswith other people, sometimes, thereis
discomfort and jealousy. You just have to work through it,” says
Basit Manham, an edtech professional from Bengaluru who
identifies himself as polyamorous. “Sometimes, it’s also just
sadness. Youand your partnerusedto haveall thistimetogether,
andnow,suddenly, yourpartnerwon’t have so much time foryou
because she will have to spend time with her other partner also.
Butthese are feelingsthat can be worked upon. And over time, it
getsbetter.” Manhamidentifies himself asasolo polyamorous,a
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term among the polyamorous that describes anindividual who
hasintimaterelationshipswith multiple people but who retains
anindependentorsinglelifestyle, refusing, forinstance, toshare
a house, or not having adesire to reach traditional relationship
milestones.Manham has been mmultiplerelationships running
simultaneously over the years, some lasting for afew years and
a few that fizzle out over months. But as someone who is solo
polyamorous, hedoesn't view relationships that lastedlongeras
being more committed than the others. “Iwouldn’tcallit as hike
being in a primary relationship. It just happened that it lasted
longerand we were spending more time togetherand theothers
weren't,” hesays.

Manham first began identifying himself as someone into
polyamory around 2013. He was then in acommitted monoga-
mous relationship, but he couldn’t help developing feelings for
others too. “We were going strong and quite fairly new toit, but
[ felt like I could easily also like other people,” he says. Manham
openedup to his girlfriend, and the two broke up. But because
there were no other issues in their relationship, he says, and

“When my partner

goes out on

dates with other
people, sometimes,
there i1s discomfort

and jealousy. You just
have to work
throughit

BASIT MANHAM

even though Manham gotintopolyamorousrelationshipswith
others, the tworesumed their relationship. Over time, he met
other polyamorousindividuals,especially when he became part
ofa popularpolyamorousgroup called Bangalore Polycules,and
with those encounters with people who shared similar prefer-
ences,came relief. “I think the basis of all relationshipsislove.
Whatis different with polyamorous individuals is they are able
to have and express love for morethan a single person,” he says.

Anupama, who requested she be identified by her first
name and whois both polyamorous and a member of the kink
community, is fairly well-known within polyamory circles.
She has written a few books on BDSM using a pseudonym and
also works as an English language teacher. She was initially
monogamousand,shesays,judgementalabout conceptssuchas
polyamory.Butoverthe years,asshe met more individuals andbe-

came more familiarwith the concept,she began to embrace this
polyamory, first as a preference and graduallyasanidentity. “It’s

beenaveryhazy,verywondrousjoumey,andit’sbeen through...
anumber of phases and stages,”she says.

Anupama practices hierarchies in her polyamorousrelation-
ships, bestowing one partner more attention and primacy over
others. This is something, she admits, that is frowned upon in
polyamorous circles, because it is akin tolooking at polyamory
fromaverymonogamouslens. “But that’s what works for me. And
whatworksforyou,worksforyou,aslongasIambeingtransparent
In my communicationand notplayinggames with you,” shesays.

Over the years, Anupama hasbeen in multiplerelationships,
some that have lasted for years. Froma monogamous perspective,
polyamorousrelationships can be bewildering. She currently de-
scribes herself asnotbeing inanyactiverelationship,sinceshe has
been away from Delhi for some months, but, in some ways,she
says,she could be categorised asbeingin relationships. “DoI have
people whomI'm constantly incommunication with, likeIwould
beincommunication withaboyfriend? Yes. Arethere peoplewhol
update about my everyday life? Yes. But am Iactivelyinvolved with
someone’Three monthsIthinkisasufficienttimetosay ‘No, there’s
norelationship.’Butyes, thereisarelationship
inthesense thatifyour relationshiphaslasted
youlikethreeyears thenthreemonthsisablip,
right’ Andthentherearealsopeoplelseeand
who Ifeel veryattached to,and whofeel very
attachedtome, whotakecare ofme,whol take
care of mvarious different ways. Would you
call that arelationship? I would because
that’s how I feel.” Being in polyamorous
relationshipscanalso beasourceofreliefin
unexpected ways. Anupama lostoneofher
partners toa disease once, but the presence
ofmultiple partnershelped each ofthemto
processthegriefbetter. “Havingotherpeople
wholovethesame personandbeingable to
communicatewith themisalotof relief,” she
says. “It's notlike I have only the family for
support.I have otherlovers too.”

There are complications like insecurities and jealousies,
Anupama admits. However, according to her, many of these
depend upon how mature the individualsin the relationshipare.

Neelesh is familiar with many of these challenges. He often
helps out polyamorous individuals who seek him out online
for advice. Some of these challenges arise from the nature of
polyamorous relationships, he says, giving the example of how a
“throuple” with three s mightbe moreimbalanced and difficult to
navigate thanasituation like hisand his partners’ where it com-
prises two males and two females. Sometimes, the challenges
might reside outside the relationship, in the form oflandlords,
forinstance,who areunwilling togive theirhomestosuch aset of
individuals. Neeleshislately abitapprehensive about this himself.
A few of his partners havelanded jobsin Mumbai, and all of them

are now considering relocating to that city soon. “We have never
faced anissue [living together]so far,” he says. “Perhaps, we might
thistime. Weare keeping our fingers crossed. m
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"HOW THE T20 WORLD CUP™
HAS GLOBALISED CRICKET =

By ADITYA IYER

orld Cups, as the title and its concept suggest,
ought to be a global event. Think of the football
version, which until recently saw 32 nations—
drawn almost equally from the five continents
(plus Oceania}—compete for the sport’s greatest
trophy. Although football really doesn’t need an
outreach programme givenits popularity, what with there being
more countriesregistered under the FIFA banner than the United
Nations, the game somehow managed to go even more global
when the previousedition of the World Cup (2022) was hosted for
the first time by a Muslim nation, Qatar; very far, geographically
and culturally, from the traditional centres of Europe and South
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America. The following FIFA World Cup in 2026, incidentally,
will witness a participation boost from 32 countries to 48,and will
be played across three countries in North and Central America.
Now, think cricket; specifically, the ODI World Cup, still the
most cherished prize in the game. When it was last held, in its
spiritual home of India at the fag end of 2023, there were a total
of 10 competing nations. Half of them were not only from Asia
but further localised by being South Asian—India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Afghanistan and SriLanka. The other five consisted of
twonationsfrom Oceania, Australiaand New Zealand,alongwith
alone representative from the European Union and Africain the
Netherlandsand South Africa, respectively,and of course England,
theinventorsofthe game. With West Indiesnoteven qualifying for
theevent,therewasn'tasingleteamfromthewestofthe Atlantic, the
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twin continentsof the Americasthen whollyignored ina “‘World’
Cup. Anappropriate name for the tournament could’'ve been the
Commonwealth Cup 2023, given that 8o per cent of the
participating teams were from that association of nations.

Then, 2024 happened.

Just six months after the 50-over edition in India, the T20
World Cup,ongoingandmitssecondstage currently,changed the
way the world views what was considered an Indianised game.
Not only does it boast of the largest collection of countries, 20,
toset off the main stage of a world event in cricket, the presence
of some of the nations to have been slotted into the four groups
(of five teams each) wholly puts the world in this cup. There’s
Uganda from Sub-Saharan Africa, Papua New Guinea from
the Pacific,and Oman from the Middle East, while Ireland and
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Scotland add to the Netherlands’ existing European flavour. But
most significantly, the 2024 T20 World Cup flexes with a strong
American presence—the US, Canada, and of course, the West
Indies. Ifall ofthisisa hintat thegame’sglobalisation, thefact that
the group stages were heavily hosted in three major American
cities screams globalisation from the rooftops.

New York City, Dallasin Texas and Fort Lauderdale in Florida
were hometoasmanyas 16 group gamesand cricket had finally,
sighingly arrived where it had hoped to foralong while now, the
US.There were previousattemptstotapinto the North American
market, withafewstray India-Pakistan bilateral seriesin Toronto,
Canada, at the turn of the century and also the odd West Indies-
India fixtures in Florida, a recent phenomenon witnessed these
days at the end of alengthy tour of the Caribbean. But for there
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to bea consolidated effort across multiple venuesand during an
event ofthismagnitudeno less,one the string-pullerswould have
otherwise deemed fit to be played only in the money-spinning
territories of India, England or Australia, is nothing lessthana
giant leap for cricketkind.

Bollywood, the only other worldwide consumption of
Indianness bigger than cricket, hasknown themantraforglobal
success for at least two decades now: keep the fans in India
happybutkeepthe Non-Resident Indians (NRIs), payingindollars
and pounds, happier. They always had the pounds of England’s
NRIs and to a certain extent, the Australian dollars from Down
Under. But to seereal dollarsigns, the sport alwaysneeded the US.
Why? This statistic should lend adeep perspective: the Indian
diaspora (people of Indian origin aswellasIndian immigrants)in
Australiaisroughly 700,000;thatnumberincreasesto 1.5 million
in the UK; whereas,1n the US, the diaspora balloons to close to
s million. That number aloneensured that the bigwigs who run

2OWHRLDCUF

Saurabh Netravalkar
of the US in action

against Canada
in Grand Praine, [exas,
June1, 2024

the game threwintheir collective mighttoensure that T2o cricket
wasincludedasadiscipline for the upcoming Summer Olympics
in Los Angeles in 2028. But it wasn’t until this World Cup that
cricket knew thatithad finallyhit Bollywood'smotherlode. The
flaghad been planted.

In the leafy confines of Eisenhower Park in Nassau County,
Long Island, just outside the bustle of New York City, mush:-
roomed a gigantic cricket stadium capable of holding 34,000
fans on its temporary stands, by far the biggest premises for this
bat-and-ball sport in baseball country. It filled up rather easily
when Rohit Sharma’s India met Babar Azam’s Pakistan on June
gdespiteintense security afterathreat of alone wolf attackcame
tolight, but positively glimmered with global appeal when hosts
USmetIndiaandtheterraces packed inspectators of the country’s
three primary races: white, Black and brown. All three colours
were presentin the USsquad as well thatlined up ontheplaying

field to clutch their hearts and sing the ‘Star-Spangled Banner’.

Forcricket to be truly global, the sport needed to grow 1n the
North Americanterritories. And for the USto take akeen interest
inwhathasremained an alien game tothem, the countryneeded
astrong teamthat could hold 1ts own at a big event. Both these
stars aligned miraculously at this World Cup,as Team USA made
rapid strides from underdogs to giant-killers. In the tune-up to
theevent,the USdefeated Bangladeshin abilateral series, which
sent shock waves around the cricket world. Those waves then
turned seismic at the World Cup, when a team made up largely
of rejectsfrom the Indian domestic fold felled Pakistan in Dallas,
holding their nerve to force a tie before winning the matchina
Super Over. Their campaign is still very much alive and kicking
inthe second round of this edition, evenas the 2009 champions
Pakistan have returned home.

The US’ success has a global hue. The man who bowled that
SuperOverattheGrand PrairieStadium was Saurabh Netravalkar,
a Mumbaikar, who not only represented India at the
Under-19 World Cup in 2010, but also ended up as
their top wicket-taker with nine wickets, despite that
squad containing bowlers such as Jaydev Unadkat,
Harshal Pateland SandeepSharma, allhouseholdnames
thankstothe IPL.Notonly did Netravalkar never getto
playin thelPL, theleft-arm pacerplayed just one match
for Mumbai in the Ranji Trophy, against Karnatakain
2013, The lack of opportunity forced the Malad boy o
pursue further studiesin America, and he received a
Master’s degree from Cornell University shortly after.
Today, he isa full-time software engineer at Oracle.

Yet, cricket found a way todig its claws back intoa
man who had famously cut off ties with the sport to
such an extent that he didnot even carry his bowling
spikes with him when he first left for his universityin
New York.Perhaps he wasat theright placeattheright
time, for the sport had begun growing mternally and
organicallyin America by the late 2010s, even if only

= among the immigrant population. Just as he arnved
on these shores, Major League Cricket was about to

be unleashed on the Americans and soon he was representing
the country, albeit against other associate nations. But before
he knew it, the game was desperate to establish itself in hisnew
home and so he promptly stopped the might of Pakistan in its
tracks andfollowed it up with the wicketof India’scaptainin the
following game. That wicket read: Mumbaikar Rohit,caught by
MumbaikarHarmeet Singh,bowled by MumbaikarNetravalkar.

Butjust when the world’s eyes wereonthegamelooking toflex
its universality on the foreign fields of America, asmall village in
Cyprusdrewits collective gazeits way on June 17.Inavillage called
Episkopi,an Indian immigrantnamedSahil Chauhan walked out
tobatfor Estoniaandsmashedthe fastest-ever T2ocentury, register-
ing the threefigure mark in just 27 balls. With each of his 18 sixes,
alsoaworldrecord, inhisunbeaten essay of 144,an Indianplaying

for Estonia in Cyprus pushed cricket’s global boundaries just that
little bit further thanit had ever been beforem
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The Sea Within

Paramankeni Beach,
Tamil Nadu, at dawn
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LIFE'S LESSONS FROM =
THE BEACH TO INFINITY By Carlo Pizzati

maggie and milly and molly and may
went down to the beach (to play one day)

and maggie discovered a shell that sang
so sweetly she couldn’t vemember her troubles, and

milly befriended a stranded star

whose rays five languid fingers were;
and molly was chased by a horrible thing

which raced sideways while blowing bubbles: and

may came home with a smooth round stone

as small as a world and as large as alone.

For whateverwe lose (Tike a you or a me)

it’s always ourselves we find in the sea

~‘maggie and milly and molly and may’ by EE Cummings

T'S ALWAYS QOurselves we find in the sea. Yet, there’s so

much more to find there. Among the panicky crabs rushing

into the spray, the hasty fish dashing into the sand, the easy-

going dolphinsleaping in the Bay of Bengal where I've been
living for almost 15 years you can discover an immense mirror
steeped in history, biological wonders, myth, struggle and bliss.
While Iscrape the bottom of my feet walking on a beach off the
Coromandel coast at firstlight, I breathe in the northerly winds

T~ - - carrying oxygen and joy into my lungs. And I think about the sea.
' Seasonally, the fishermen stand in a row, feet dug in the sand,
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hauling their nets. Some believe they are pulling out the sun
from the horizon, rhythmically,one beamatatime.Itisa
glittering feast of gold, peach, orange and pinkish hues
imbuing the morning firmament. At sundown, I pace along
the same shores, as the vestiges of the day bow out through

the casuarinaforest, long radiant threads dancing among the
branches, while the sea cloaksitself in a sombre greenish tinge.

[stare at the Bay of Bengal and wonder how myreaction to
this beatific contemplation has transformed through the years,
how I might have become inured to its natural charms, how my
chestnolonger swellsasit did in awe of this maritime majesty.
Hassomething changed? Although I'm known tostick towhat1
truly love, like the mountains, hazelnut and chocolate ice-cream,
the Indian woman who brought me to live here, writingand
walking,itisinevitable that asyearsripen the perceiversand
their sensorial capabilities, the perceived is altered as well.

From my first days on thisisolated
beach in Tamil Nadu, north of Pondicherry
and south of Mahabalipuram, I've
wondered how differently I experienced
this reality compared to the local fish-
ermen, the shepherds, the construction
workers, the farmers, the affluent
neighbours, the ashram meditatorsand the
day-trippers who at times cross my path.
“Selfie,please!”

I've grown up with the idea of the beach
asasummer home,a distinct seasonin
my European upbringing, drenchedina
different history from the Indians who
often plunge fully clad into the crushing
waves at sunset.

What I'veimmediately recognised in
these Indian waters is that—compared
to the seas I've gazed, swam, deep dived
and sailed into, in all the continents—the Bay of Bengal’s
murky brownness, with its un-tropical bronze seriousness and
down-to-business undertow, often brings me back to youthful
summers from 1970to 1990, spent on a thin, long beach near
Venice, along the Adriatic seashores of Northern Italy.

My grandmother had bought a small two-bedroom
apartment on the third floor of a building with a sea view in
a beach resort town called Jesolo Lido. It had a dark blue tiled
swimming pool with a yellow thick border we would dive off
from, a flurry of colourful beach umbrellas and wooden chaise
longues crowding the private sands all the wayup toa cement
wall where you could walk into a narrow public beach lined
with reefsinching into the sea.

Jesolo Lido was the multifarious universe of my summer
growth.I'd walk into that beach in June as one person,and head
outacouple of months later a different boy, baked by the sun,
caked dry by the sandy dust, marinated in the Adriatic waters, a
galaxy of freckles brushed across my nose and cheeks, morphed
by formative experiences of friendship, enmities, celebrations

JESOLO LIDO WASTHE
MULTIFARIOUS
UNIVERSEOF MY
SUMMER GROWTH.
I'DWALKINTO THAT
BEACH INJUNEASONE
PERSON,AND HEAD
O F A0 PIE OE
MONTHS LATER A
DIFFERENT BOY,
BAKED BY THE SUN,
CAKED DRY BY THE
SANDY DUST,
MARINATED INTHE
ADRIATICWATERS

of youth and excitement. It was a cosmos constellated at first

by innocently playing hide and seek at night, then strumming
guitars while singing by the bonfires lighting up dark beaches.
[t wasthe times of the earliest slow-dance parties, the summer
crushes, and timid kisses which at daytime turned into hours of
dusty football matches, rough water polo challenges, volleyball,
bocce bowling, badminton, swimming and waterskiing, but
also fishing with arod, with nets, pulling out molluscs with my
bare feet from the sandbar. In those skimpy bikini and topless
daysof the 1970sand 1980s, the land of Speedos, it was also the
discovery of bodies, the inquiry into objects of desire.

It wasasociological experiment, mixing people of different
classes, regional and national origin. My summer friends came
from towns I'd never visited at the time, like Mestre, Venice,
Treviso, Brescia, Milan, Torino, but also from Austria, France,
Belgium, Germany, the Netherlands, the UK. Their parents were
truck drivers, lawyers, architects,account-
ants, businessmen, teachers, workers.
Stripped to their Speedos from class-con-
scious uniforms, the brands, the worker’s
and farmer’s t-shirts, the white-collar cotton
shirts, the cheap versus the luxury, on that
anonymous theatre paved with sand, our
parents had to blend. And so did we.

It built cohesion, openness, dialogue, as
asmall-townboyfrom a remote valley of
the Veneto, like me, could discover young
people from other parts of Italy, but, more
importantly, from Europe. It made us get
over what at firstfelt alien and foreign. It
was the beachy foundation of cosmopoli-
tanism, initsown way. The phenomenon
of the post-industrial Italian beach pried
open our provincial doors to show us what
existed outside.

Working asa cashier in my grandfather’s pharmacy in
August during middle school (yes, voluntary child labour),I'd
saved enough money to buy asmall sailboat which I parked
in the Jesolo Lido garage. Having understood I'd better become
financially independent fast, I earned some cash giving sailing
lessons to younger children.

My 4.7 meters 1978 lateen-rigged Sunfish sailboat made me
discover a different sea from the crowded shores filled with well-
oiled sun-bathers. As the wind rose, I would set the mainsail and
thejib,and head out all alone toward the horizon untilI could no
longer see the shoreline. A shudder of adrenaline would fill my
teenage arms, legs and stomach rushing fasttomy head which
had to stay focused on keeping the sailsin optimal tension in
order to exploit the breeze,and not to get hit by the boom while
turning around the boat to head back to safety.

I canstill evoke the calming sound of seawater splashing
against the hull when Ismiled up to the sky,in a solitary bliss,
free, surrounded only by the mysteries of the fauna below, the
milky emptiness of the space around me, the salty foam flying up
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tomy lips,asIleaned out of the boat tosteady it. It was the discov-
ery of seaasmysticadventure. It wasa solitary and esoteric glee
that mixed the salt of my joyful young tears with those of the sea.

“It’s nasty weather like this here
that turns heads grey before their time”
~ The Sea Wolfby Jack London

At therisk of sounding macho, I have to confessI've had my
share of thrillsin the oceans. While reporting on Greenpeace’s
anti-nuclear protestsin the mid-199os, I sailed for two weekson
the Pacific Ocean from the capital of Tahiti, Papeete, to the French
atoll of Mururoa aboard the Machias. It was an old schooner
whose captain,a Burt Lancaster look alike called Bill Austin,
would dosit ups on deck under the tropical rain while the cook
caught fresh tuna which he quickly chopped into sushi.

Aswereached the French Navy nuclear base along with
several European, Japanese, Australian and New Zealander
parliamentarians, I climbed on a motorless sailboat which was
boarded in rough waters by French marines who detained us.
We were jailed overnight under the watch of the French
Foreign Legion, after kindly being served hot coffee and
delicious cookies, my very own adventurous madeleines...

A few monthslater,aboard the MV Greenpeace, I sailed
from Manila to Hong Kong, through the Philippines Sea, the

1JULY 2024

Underwater fish
and coral, Maldives

East China Sea, the Taiwan Strait into the South China Sea,
entering first the Shanghai harbour in yet another anti-nuclear
test protest, risking 1o yearsin jail for counter-revolutionary
activities,as I documented the Chinese coast guard detaining
the environmentalists.

A few years earlier, 'd spent a night trying to sleep on a tilted
14 meterssailboat captained by the descendent of Ralph Waldo
Emerson, a friend who ran his Yrkainto the sandbankson a
stormy night in Sag Harbor, Long Island. I've briefly paralysed
my legs, as I got slammed by a nasty wave while body surfing
in Pensacola beach in the Gulf of Mexico.I hurt my back diving
from Capri’s Faraglioni cliffs. I've deep dived into a school of
sharksin the Maldives. To say all this might appear as testos-

- teronal boasting, butI'm sharingit to explain a first-person

investigation into the lure of dangersin the sea. What self was1
irresponsibly trying to find in those risky waters?

When Inow ask myself why I got caught in such predic-
aments I blame literature, Like many of my generation, I've
grown up on a healthy diet of Jack London, Joseph Conrad,
Herman Melville. But, also, on the comic book stories of
Corto Maltese by Hugo Pratt, the novels of Colombian

- Alvaro Mutis, along with the prolific bibliography of my fellow
. Veneto author, Emilio Salgari, who hailed from a town an hour

away from where I grew up.
Salgariis considered the father of Italian adventure fiction,
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the forefather of Spaghetti Westerns, the author of the famous
‘Sandokan’series, ‘The Black Corsair’ series, ‘The Queen of the
Caribbean, ‘Captain Tempest’ and many more. Gabriel Garcia
Marquez, Isabel Allende, Jorge Luis Borges and Pablo Neruda all
attested toreading him when young. Che Guevara devoured 62
of his books, finding an anti-imperialist soul in his plots. And
look where that led him: getting killed in an ambush in the
Bolivian mountains.

Funnily enough, Salgari made a single sailing tripup and
down the same Adriatic Sea of my Jesolo summer sailing. His
last wishes were: “Bury me at sea.” He wasn't. Hisremains are
resting in Verona. Maybe because of this tortured relationship
with the sea, fed by a deep nostalgia, he was able to transform
the unromantic, grey Italian seas into the infinite tropical
oceans that were the set of the most amazing adventures of his
imaginary heroes, asif the sea were an archetypal dimension
thatliveswithinusall.

The earliest discovery of the seductive call of the dangers
in high waters is to be found in Homer’s Odyssey. I recently
travelled to Scylla, which the Greek bard describes asarock of
barking dogs, crossing the Messina Strait on a ferry into Sicily
through the “swallowing sea” of Charybdis. It was inevitable to

evoke Ulysses asking hissailors to fill his ears with wax in order

toresist the treacherous call of the mermaids.

The seaisthe liquid thread stitching the adventures of
this Hellenic literary prototype of acumen-and wit;butit also
guides his destiny, out of human control. Thatis why, when I
contemplate the Greek seas, from a beach in Amorgos, or
Rhodes, or on aferry along the Aegean Sea, I can’t help but

conjure swift Aeolus, the god of the winds, fickly peek-a-booing

among the clouds, ready to send more sailors into scary waves.

Ithought about this Olympian divinity when writing this,
as I was tensely following on a screen the solo traverse of the
Atlantic Ocean of a childhood friend, Giorgio, who aboard his
sailboat ran into a storm, slipped on deck, broke a couple of
ribs,and had to face 35 kts gale winds and 6 meters high waves.
Thanks to the god of communication, Mercury, we are now
alljoined by social media, where Giorgio broadcast every step
of thisnautical hazard in aregular video-log on his Instagram
feed. The mysteries of voyage are now delivered almost live.
Although you may feel connectivity will bring faster rescue,
the storytelling in streaming feels just as scary tome.

I've sailed from the Roman coastline to Sardinia, down
the Croatian coast to Marco Polo’s birthplace, around the
Turkish bays, across the Bali Sea, along the Californian shores,
through the Abu Dhabi lagoons... yet, following me at every
turn of the rudder, at every gust of breeze, was the memory
of my youthful readings of the Odyssey, ruined as I am by the
over-structure of literature.

Greek mythology reeks with the anxiety caused by the
wrath of the seas presided by the god of the oceans, Poseidon,
whose beard and grey locks I sometimesimagine rising
through the rowdy waves of the Bay of Bengal. Although
Neptune (his Roman name) wields a trident just like Shiva,
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his Hindu avatar is Varuna or Mitra. I imagine, as I swim in the
Bay’s waters, Poseidon/Neptune blending into Varuna/Mitra in
my tendency tojoin East and West.

Itis, this sea of ancient mythologies and gods, a place inhab-
ited by threatening Leviathans, by the menacing Kraken of the
Norse tradition. No wonder Dante’s third circle of hell is lined
with sand.

“Water, water, every where,
And all the boards did shrink;
Water, water, every where
Nor any drop to drink.

The very deep did vot: O Christ!

That ever this should be!

Yea, slimy things did crawl with legs

Upon the slimy sea™

~‘The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’ by
Samuel Taylor Coleridge

For centuries the land-besieging waters have been an entity
to be feared and worshipped, quite far from the over-crowded
industrialised Jesolo Lido beach of my early years of discovery,a
product, as we will see later, of Roman bathsand the
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ON THE SHORES OF TAMIL NADU,
LOCATION: WHERE THE BYRONIC HUMAN
CYCLONIC WRATH FACE EACH OTHER,
FACES THE FORTHCOMING

British industrial revolution cum imperialism. It was the sea
as perceived before Romanticism, a literary and philosophical
construct which transformed how we experience natural
elements, democratically repackaged as they now are as mass
tourism products for discount tours.

[t was the threatening sea sailed by Nostromo, the waters
that turn into menacing rivers crawling up a Heart of
Darknessin the pages of Polish-born Conrad. Sure, it wasalso
the colonialist waters of Rudyard Kipling. Yet the Bombay-born
English author’sadventures, flaunted asthey are by his British
groupies, never reach the depth of Jack London’s quests, whose
watersare so cold they bite the marrow, making you feel the
grip of death, the anguish, the shock, asthe acrid stuff in throat
and lungs strangle the drowning, as described in the sinking of
ashipin The Sea Wolf.

Jack London’s oceans are constant existential metaphors
where even seasickness becomes a mirror of sensibility: “The
earthisas full of brutality as the sea is full of motion. And some
men are made sick by the one,and some by the other.” Facing
the cruelty of the seameans facing reality, “its relentlessness
and awfulness.”

The natural inhabitants of the sea are there to remind us
of the animal destiny we share. The contemplation of nature,

embodied by the sea, provides us with a key to understand our
own existence,as London tells usin The Sea Wolf “There isonly
somuch water, so much earth, somuch air; but the life that is
demanding to be born islimitless. Nature is a spendthrift. Look
at the fish and their millions of eggs. For that matter, look at
youand me. In our loins are the possibilities of millions of lives.
Could we but find time and opportunity and utilize the last bit
and every bit of the unborn life that isin us, we could become
the fathers of nations and populate continents.”

In Herman Melville’s pen, this ancient mare monstrum
becomes a powerful allegory of the primordial conflict be-
tween humans and the mysterious forces of nature. Moby Dick,
atragicepic of blood and death, isa metaphor of human
destiny investigating the ambiguity of life. Its charactersare
torn without areal possibility of definitive choices—nhis
Homeric and Biblical ocean is again the kingdom of monsters,
the stuff of terror, of depths escaping human comprehension.

Yet the sea, once it enters your heart, tows you back, relent-
lessly. It happens to the most rugged of pirates, corsairs, and
sailors of literature. It isalso the case of Amirbar, Alvaro Mutis’
novel, the tale of a young sailorjoining an Icelandic whaling
shipin Cardiff, where all the crew fallsill from food poisoning;
“Thelesson of the sea, the long hours that I spent climbing on
the highest part of the cage scanning the horizon, all of this
meant such fullness for me, it filled me so intensely that noth-
ing, since theny hascome back to give measimilarsensationof
freedom without borders, of absolute availability.”

The vastness of the ocean isa place where one can investigate
thedark recesses of what lies inside, while contemplating the
outside. The sailor tries to find thison land. But gives up: “Now
I know it wasuselessand that I was wasting my time. I didn’t
know it then. Bad luck. Don't think I'm glorifying life on the sea.
Working on aship can be an exhausting ordeal, in fact, italmost
alwaysis.” Ultimately, for the eternal Ulysses, itisworthiit.

T DO NOT think the horrors and the ethical
challenges are only relegated to the imagination of great
writers. Life at sea hasitsrules. And they are different

from land. The most famous legal case,an example studied in
international maritime law, involves a ship named—too
cutely forits destiny—the Mignonette, which sailed from
Southampton to Sidney in 1884. After sinking, four survivors
huddled on araft. When they finished the leftovers, they
devoured a captured turtle to the bones. On the brink of death,
theyallegedly drew lots: the captain slit the throat of the
17-year-old cabin boy who was eaten by the three survivors,
who were rescued only five days later. One survivor turned
witness against the captain and the other sailor who were
sentenced to death, but were released after six months.

In Western maritime tradition, aslong as lots have been
properly drawn, it is not considered a crime to practice “sur-
vival cannibalism”, an accepted social practice in the high seas.
All that’s left of this gruesome horror story on water is the wax
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efhigy of captain Tom Dudley, which you can find in the | South Indian sun. When she moved

Chamber of Horrors at Madame Tussaud’s museum in London; | her other hand across her brow,

atestament that when you read all those stereotypical descrip- .* in a single arcing sweep of grace,

tions about brown savages roasting prisonerson askewer,you | it was as if she alone could alter things,

should remember that Anglo-Saxon cutlery hasbeenknown | bring us to the wordless safety of our beds.

to dig into flesh as well. . ~‘Thedaywewent to the sea’ by Tishani Doshi
The day we went to the sea . Thedaymyfatherdied on February 17,2017,Iwent for
mothers in Madras were mining . awalkon the beach along the Coromandel coast. I recollect
the Marina for missing children. | noticing a grave-like mound of sand with a cross on top of it—a
Thatch flew in the sky, prisoners finger had written the word “Lily” onit. Then I saw a dead turtle
ran free, houses danced like danger . bellyup. Therotting carcass of a seagull. Another turtle corpse
in the wind. I saw a woman hold was staring at me through empty eye sockets already eaten by
the tattered edge of the world . thecrows,asawild dog growled in my direction. I remember it
in her hand, look past the temple well, but I also double checked this recollection on an old post

I made on that occasion on Instagram, that social media diary
thatnow helps us escape oblivion.

which was still standing, as she was—
miraculously whole in the debris of gaudy

Tishaniand a
Light Bulb




BLIVION IS THE familiar face of death, Milan Kundera

wrotein The Book of Laughter and Forgetting. The empti-

ness of the seareminds us of death born of amnesia. We
will forget. We will be forgotten. Thisis what’sscary about the
beach, thatliminal space, that terrace on the infinite.

“Man marks the earth with ruin—his control/Stops with
theshore...” wrote Byron as he incited the sea to “Roll on, thou
deepand dark blue ocean-roll!” Beaches are boundaries. The edge
of the unknown, the quintessential liminal space, the symbol
of our limits. Yet so much haschanged since Walter Benjamin
waxed onabout how “Nothingismore epic
than the sea,” praising the appeal of its time-
less, universal qualitiesin an era of pristine
emptinesswhere the traveller could plunge
intoafeeling oflack of history and sense of
place ontheshores.

WhenIgaze at the emptinessofthe
beach in Paramankeni, 1 think Byron would
not have written the same poem today.
“Man” marks the seawithruinaswell as
earth. His control no longer stops at the
shore, strewn asitiswith theartifacts of
contemporary mass production madness:
the glowing reflections of the hundreds of
empty plastic bottles, cough medicine, flip-
flops—orratherchappals,inthiscase—the
light bulbs, the abandoned doll headsand
all thestories hidden in those consumed
objectsthatend up at my feet, when I wonder how differently
thebeachis perceived here, in this corner of India, compared to
my old Jesolo Lido beach memories, the industrialisation of the
shore now emulated in thousands of touristic spotsin the globe,
starting with Goa and on into Thiruvananthapuram.

Here, on this beach in Southern India, I see the co-habitation
of the past and the future. It manifestsitself clearly,asina
postcard, when I'walk back towards the house one evening.
Along awall on top of the dune, I see the blue tarpaulin of
improvised tents set up by the Adivasi families who visit here
for a few weeks every year. They leave large red, yellow and
blue plastic waterjugs lying about. The children are playing
on the shore, chasing crabs and each other, laughing in all their
innocent vibrant beauty, the men and women stunning in the
sunset glow. They exude freedom, as only nomads can.

Beyond their make-shift camp, I see the stringy iron rods
emerging from cement columns, like creepy fingersreaching
for the sky asif it was the future. Yet another villais popping up
alongside the houselI live in, populating the sand with workers
defecating at dawn. Covid seems to have convinced the afflu-
ent to buy land with a sea view and build up their three-floor
private resorts with well-tended gardens, swimming pools and
watchpersons’ families waiting for the owners to come and
visit,sometimes only twice a year.

The India of forever, the India of the people who were here
before the Aryans and the Dravidians, those who can exploit

ALTHOUGH NEPTUNE
(HIS ROMAN NAME)
WIELDSATRIDENT

JUST LIKE SHIVA, HIS
HINDU AVATAR IS
VARUNAORMITRA.]
IMAGINE, ASISWIM
INTHE BAY'S WATERS,
POSEIDON/NEPTUNE
BLENDINGINTO

VARUNA/MITRAINMY
TENDENCY TO JOIN

EAST AND WEST
» e

.F

- everythingnature hasto offer, even the most degrading prey in
- themodemnised eyes, and the India of the future, the economic

powerrising and taking over the world... Allis played out in this
postcard on the shores of Tamil Nadu, which truly becomes a
double-liminal location: where the Byronic human control and
nature’stsunamic and cyclonic wrath face each other, but also
where the ancient faces the forthcoming,

Itisstill, somewhat, the archaic shore which used to be scary;,
where the invaders landed, where pirates attacked, where the
downtrodden of society would get pushed into, the beach-bums,
the clandestine lovers in the bushes outside
the gate,an ultimate periphery of forbidden
sex, wreckages and destruction, cohabi-
tating with what this Indian beach could
soon become, industrialised, modernised,
transformed from a place of liminality to
anindustrialised and sterile fun factory,
dedicated to lucrative water-sportsand
rented beach chairsand umbrellas. The
Westernisation of Asian shores hasbeen
crawling from Bali to Phuket. Itis coming. It
isa future I dread, willing Robinson Crusoe
thatIam, butthatIcanseelurkingahead
in Indiaaswell. Itis Jesolo Lido catchingup
withmewhenInolongeryearnit.

“He began, in a tone of great taste and
feeling,

to talk of the sea and the sea shore;

and ran with enerqy through all the usual phrases

employed in praise of their sublimity and descriptive of the unde-
scribable emotions they excite in the mind of sensibility.

The terrific grandeur of the ocean in a storm,

its glass surface ina calm, its qulls and its samphire

and the deep fathoms ofits abysses, its quick vicissitudes,

its direful deceptions, its mariners tempting it in sunshine

and overwhelmed by the sudden tempest

—allwere eagerly and fluently touched;

rather commonplace perhaps, but doing very well

from the lips of a handsome Sir Edward,

and she could not but think him a man of feeling,

till he began to stagger her by the number of his quotations

and the bewilderment of some of his sentences.”

~ Sanditionby Jane Austen

in 60 km of an ocean. Ignoring calls of rising tides and
global warming, coastal population hasincreased by 30
per cent in the last 30 years,and it’s expected to soar. Beachside
properties are among the most valuable in the world. They are
also those with the most vulnerable habitats. How did this hap-
pen? Blame the Italians, or rather their ancestors, the Romans.
The first beach resorts for the rich sprouted on the charming

4 I Y ODAY, ONE-HALF of the world’s population lives with-
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Italian shores. Baie, today known as Bacoli, isan enchanting
promontory along the Neapolitan coastline, overlooking the
Gulf and the Vesuvius. Barcola, near Trieste, was covered with
Roman luxury villas, planting the seeds of ancient leisure
culture by the waters.

After that, for centuries beaches had become only frighten-
ing places to be avoided. Not many people knew how to swim,
including most sailors. Shark attacks would also keep fisher-
men from plunging into the waves. Until the 18th-century
aristocrats would say that only peasants sought refuge from
the heatin the cool seawater.

Then, industrialisation changed society. The germination of
factories in the United Kingdom dragged labour away from the
country and the shoresinto the cities. While rural landscapes
became abandoned, cities became overcrowded and unhealthy.
Diseases of modernisation started to plague the sprawling
urban crowds, reaching the upper class.

In 1750, Doctor Richard Russell began recommending
bathing in the sea and drinking a pint of seawater daily. It was
prescribed against all the evils of overcrowded industrial life:
melancholy, rickets, gout, impotence, tubercular infections,
menstrual problemsand “hysteria.” Russel claimed to have cured
leprosy with hissea water cures. Theories emerged about more
oxygen found in the air by the sea. Soon, long residencies with a
seaview became a popular treatment for tuberculosis. Asaristo-
cratsand intellectuals becamemore preoccupied with theirown
health and hygiene, the beach resort provided a useful escape and

Fishermen coiling the net on the beach

FROM MY FIRST
DAYS ON THIS
ISOLATED BEACH
IN TAMILNADU,

MAHABALIPURAM,
['VEWONDERED
HOW DIFFERENTLY
[ EXPERIENCED
THISREALITY
COMPAREDTOTHE
LOCALFISHERMEN,
THE SHEPHERDS,
THE CONSTRUCTION
WORKERS,
THEAFFLUENT
NEIGHBOURS,
THEASHRAM
MEDITATORS

asolution. Theidea of the restorative sea that infused vigourinto
fragile and effete ruling class became common.

The first beach resort of modern times is considered to be
Scarborough, near York, but soon other British coastal cities
followed, the most famous being Brighton Beach. Women
were dragged fully clad into wagons that drove into the water
as they plunged into healthy baths, while men dived in the
nude. In those first season of health tourism, people shielded
from the sun, most bathers kept completely covered. Well-
being came from the water not the sky. This era reachesits
acme when Gustav von Aschenbach falls for the young Tadzio
at the Venice Lido in Thomas Mann’s Deathin Venice(1912). And
when Mann’s Buddenbrooksspend their vacation on the Baltic
shores. The term “vacation,” which used to mean “involuntary
absence from work,” takes the connotation of “a desired
interlude from regular life.”

Shortly afterwards, in the 1920s, Coco Chanel accidentally
got sunburntin the French Riviera which made tans trendy;, as
the first sun tanning oil wasinvented in France in 1927. Swim-
suits got smallerall the way to the 1946 invention of the bikini.
Asbeach resorts turned into a global phenomenon, in America,
of course, all kinds of tricks were used to keep them segregated,
so Black Americans had to develop their own beaches catering
to people of colour.

Meanwhile, the trend was expanding, as British tourists in
their health craze rented rooms in Normandy and Southern
France, Northern Germany and Scandinavia. In their Grand
Tours, they finally reached the beaches
of Italy, where tourism now comprises
13 per cent of directly generated GNP.

Beach tourism had meanwhile bro-
ken the constraints of class. Better road
infrastructure and railway networks
made it possible to reach the shoresat
affordable rates. Going to the beach

P( ;:QLT); E‘IE ]I ]% RY became something the middle class as-
A NLD SOU l“i—li ' (‘)’1: pired to,something that made the par-

venu feel like they conquered a higher
place in the social ladder. This eventual-
ly exploded into low-cost travel which
has filled the beaches with tourists
from all classes and from all over the
world, seekinga moment of bliss, rest
and magic. From being a place that
cured physical diseases, it soon became
a place that, with its promises of fun
and relaxation, would cure from urban
stress,asitisseen today.

The arrival of the masses rede-
signed the landscape into anon-place.
New beach resort towns like Jesolo
Lido sprung up, with night clubs
and water rides. The seashore trans-
formed from a source of seafood toa
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" Don'tBe Afraid-Manand
" woman in bathingsuits with
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THE FIRST BEACH RESORT OF MODERN TIMES IS
CONSIDERED TO BE SCARBOROUGH, NEAR YORK, BUT
SOON OTHER BRITISH COASTAL CITIES FOLLOWED, THE
MOST FAMOUS BEING BRIGHTON BEACH. WOMEN WERE
DRAGGED FULLY CLAD INTO WAGONS THAT DROVE
INTOTHEWATERASTHEY PLUNGED INTO HEALTHY
BATHS, WHILE MEN DIVED INTHENUDE

site of amusement and recreation, perfectly represented by
the decadent abomination of Coney Island’s amusement park
with an oceanic view. Sea sports like kite and surfing now feed
the almost neurotic need for escapism of the privileged. Touristic
beaches have become denatured and reconstructed asthe purest
expression of nature, just like the well-tended gardens of my
affluentbeach neighbours.

LONGSIDE ECONOMIC and anthropological exam-

inations, it isunavoidable to consider how literature,

artand philosophy changed how we look at beaches.
Painters like MW Turner and Caspar David Friedrich began to
depict rugged vistas by the sea with expressive intensity. The
seascape became a central subject. Romantic writers added
emotion and wonder to the act of strolling along the beach and
watching the tide turn, much like I did at the beginning of this
text. The beach wasno longer an omen of disaster, it became a
transformative experience hiding the promise of self-discovery,
all the way to lan McEwan’s Chesil Beach.

This eventually cordoned off the beach for escapism,
sterilising it from reality. It became a blank slate, an abstraction,
aplace of constant new beginnings, at every season. Which is
what ultimately might spellits end, since as Professor Jean-
Didier Urbain, an expert on tourism culture at the University of
Paris-Descartes, writes that “due partly torising sealevelsand
increased storm action, but also to massive erosion caused by
the human development of the shores 75 to go per cent of the
world’snatural sand beaches are disappearing.”

Romanticism transformed how we look at nature. It

" 4 bathing
g™

repackaged what actually hasbeena
collective exodus from rural land and
shores to urban realities by offering
the enriched descendants of displaced
farmersand fishermen the glory of

a seaside vacation turned into an
industrialised pleasure. Mass tourists
are unaware they are, in a way, simply
returning to a place they came from, as
writer Chris Christou analysed in his
essay, How We Got to the Beach/How
We became Tourists.’

“Romanticism,” Christou writes,
“became away for Europeansto view at
adistance the rupture of having lost the
village tothe city|...| peasants became
workers, the farm became the factory,
and everything ancestral waseitherlost
orcommodified.” What weleft behind
intherural abandoned landscape has
transformed into an industry workers
can come back to, but must pay in order
tovisitand experience what they lost.
The beach has become asimulation, “a
fleeting taste of liminal revelry and old-time kinship.” Itisa ritual
wedevptedly practicethankstoouramnesia.

The good newsis, it turns out that the seaisactually good
foryour skinand lungs. So, while we unconsciously rediscover
our roots, dangerously sunbathing and surfing, we're pre-
venting or curing dermatitis and psoriasis. Sea waterisindeed
rich in magnesium, chloride, sodium, potassium, iodine and
sulphur which all contribute to respiratory health, reducing
allergies, sinus infections and asthma symptoms. It isgood to
bathe in the sea and breathe in the ocean air. And, according to
a 2019 study published in Health and Placejournal, people who
live closer to the ocean have less mental stress. Those who live
lessthan 2 km from the coast are 22 per cent less likely to suffer
from mental health issues than those who live 50 km from the
coast.Ishouldn’t have said this. Now you'll all want to come
here,and turn this beach into another Coney Island.

For now, this strip of land where I buried a very missed adopt-
edstray black P1dog named Bagheera, where I walked in silence
aftermy father passed away, these footprints that bring me back
tomy early Jesolo days,and fill me with glee in the golden first
sun,aslgazeataBay that feelslike an epic ocean when Iimage
maritime divinitiesrisingamong the dolphins, thisshore re-
mains a liminal strip of sand where past and future crossin front
and behind my feet, like scuttling crabs diving into the waves. m

machine, circa 1910

¥ 7 Carlo Pizzatiis an award-winning multilingual author
of ten books of fiction and nonfiction. He has worked as
aforeign corvespondent in several continents since 1987.
He lives with his spouse and four dogs near afishing
village in Tamil Nadu
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Classic Power Play

A vintage satirical gem from Bihar

By Arshia Sattar

extant novel we have in Magahi,

alanguage spokenin the eastern
regions of India, notably, Bihar,
Odishaand Jharkhand. Magadhi, one
of the more dominant Prakrits that
flourished from the third century BCE
onwards, generated many modern
Indian languages, including Axomiya,
Bhojpuri, Odia and the language we
now call Magahi. Magahi always hada
rich oral tradition of tales, sagas and folk
songs but it was only in the twentieth
century that written literatures began
to develop. Jayanath Pati, who wasa
scholar, newspaper editor and writer,
was one of the foremost figures of this
transition,writing at thesame time as

F OOL BAHADUR isthe first

Munshi Premchand. In fact, Fool Bahadur

was published in the same year, 1928,
as Premchand’s Gaban. Patiwasalsoa
lawyer and acommitted nationalist,
using hisnewspaper asamedium
tospread ideas of Swarajand
self-determination.

Although Fool Bahaduris
set in the tumultuous decade
of the 1920s, the action takes
place not on the national stage
but inadistrictadministration
headquartersin Bihar, in the
complex corridors of the Raj’s
colonial administration,among
lawyers and collectors and their
deputiesand assistantsand
allmanner of high-and low-
ranking policemen. Everyone
isjockeying for position, each
wants to be promoted to more
power, more pelf, to the next
professional designation
and the next civic title, to the
chance of getting larger bribes
and wielding a bigger stick,
asit were. Some part of the
pleasure in reading Fool Bahadur

OPENE-L

liesin the recognition that even one
hundred years later, the now fully
Indian bureaucracy haslost none of its
somnolence and remains the primary
arena for petty corruption as well as
full-blown malfeasance.

Fool Bahadurmay purporttobea
‘novel’ in the large landscape of people
and places that it suggests, butitis,in
fact,ashortstory, numbering barely fifty
pagesin English translation. The plot
issimple soIwill not describeitatany
length—sufficeit tosay thatitinvolves
nawabs and babus and mukhtars
and bahadurs, there are tawaifs,
those glorious perfumed creatures of
intoxicating beauty and whimsical
behaviour, forwithout them, every:story
from that period and that region would
be dull and lifeless. There iseven a twist
atthe end of the tale,ajoke that perhaps
meant more at the time of its writing
thanitdoes now.

Mustration by SAURABH SINGH

FOOL BAHADUR
Jayanath Pati
Translated by Abhay K

Penguin Modern Classics
112 Pages | ¥250

Abhay K’s translation is breezy and
confident, heis clearly enjoying the
story anew as he moves it into another
language. For my taste, there are rather
too many footnotes. However, most

. of them explain bureaucratic ranks
- and designations and since the story1s

predicated on precisely these positions
within the power structure, I suppose
the translator had little choice.

Abhay K also provides uswith a
detailed and enthusiastic account of
Magahi’s linguistic history in

his Introduction.

The 1920sand 1930sin the South
Aslan subcontinentwere alsoatime

 Cofgreat and vanedliterary output—
. nationalist, realist, didactic, romantic. In

Hindi, this period of vibrancy, political
awareness and experimentation was
supported by literary magazinesand
small presses. No doubt Pati felta part

of this ferment asa writer—his
lost first novel, Sunita, resonates
with Premchand’s Nirmala,
inwhich a young girlis forced
tomarryamuch older man,
resulting in a painful tragedy.
Pati wasalso consciously
creating progressive literature in
Magahi. Fool Bahaduris clearly
meant to expose corruption
aswell ashuman greedand
vanity. However, it seems to

fall between satire and realism,
giving us the full pleasures

of neither. What it doesdo,
nonetheless,isremind us, yet
again, that much hasbeen
happening foratleastacentury
in Indian languages thatare not
hegemonic ordominant, that
we were alwaysas multi-vocal as
we are multivalent in our many
cultures and civilisations.®
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Gulshan Devaiah
and Anurag Kashyap
inBad Cop

f”""'“

>
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- :* " Twin Brﬁshers and ./
/ N Teddy Bear_Crin}iﬁals
J ' . did 5 -

Gulshan Devaiah, Anurag Kashyap, Harleen Sethi
Aditya Datt | Hindi | Disney+Hotstar

DAPTED FROM A German show of the same name, Bad Cop, this Hindi series is a riff on twin brothers
Aand the idea of swapping places. So the thief becomes a police officer. So far so good. He insinuates himself

into his twin’s life for reasons too complex to be told. It so happens that his wife is his boss, and a very
suspicious one. The thiefis accused of murder and the brother he replaces seems to be involved in a battle with
Mumbai’s biggest gangster, who in ametareterence is played by Anurag Kashyap. Kashyap even has a seene
straight out of Gangs of Wasseypur, chopping mutton legs. Naturally the twins are named Karan and Arjun who
were separated by adoption agencies because of one brother being particularly prone to trouble. Gulshan Devaiah is
an actor who is finally getting his due and here he performs action and drama scenes with some flair. Harleen Sethi,
as the police station’s SHO, is all aggression and fire, and seems quite capable of taking on a powertul goon.

Why watch it? It's easy viewing, well acted, and tightly paced. Kashyap is a hoot as a criminal mastermind
operating from jail, even if it sits quite queasily with his teddy bear vibe

.d IT’S THE BACKYARD of a suburban American home, the father is playing
[ Chic Misdeeds in ‘ baseball with his son, his wife and daughter are watching, the sun

. shining on their curls. It's a David E Kelley show, so you know something
Suburban Chlcagﬂ terrible is going to disturb the idyllic calm. It does, as it did in Big Little Lies

PRESUMED INNOCENT (2017) and The Undoing (2020). The husband, an attorney on the fast track,
Cost Jake Gullenhaal, Ruth Negga is accused of murder. The wife, chilled by an adulterous betrayal, grieves
Writer: David E Kelley in designer despair. The children, beautiful, ethnically ambiguous, are
English | Apple TV+ united in their pain. Gorgeously shot, Chicago at nighttime looks splendid,

but the crime is heinous. Our hero, the attorney, is accused of murdering
his colleague, with the affair established in flashbacks which suggest
an obsessive relationship. The series is a remix of the 19990 movie starring
Harrison Ford, based on Scott Turow’s 1987 legal thriller novel

Presumed Innocent. This is Jake Gyllenhaal’s first

Why watch it? streaming series and it couldn’t be more perfect,
Shot in available with his puppy dog eyes just begging forgiveness
light, with a mix at every step. If it feels a little mechanical it is only
of claustrophobic because we have seen too many of these series
courtroom scenes and ¥ !

airy suburban villa, itis with posh people doing vile things of late, usually
W el asmuch afamilydrama  starring Nicole Kidman. But there is an urgency to
Presumed Innocent asitis amystery the proceedings, with reveals happening at just
sesssssssssnsss the right moments.

Y
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STARGAZER
KAVEREE BAMZAI

KARTIK AARYAN

DC0NristoTomy’s Unaercurrent

In Netflix’s true crime movie, Curry

& Cyanide: The Jolly Joseph Case,
Christo Tomy chronicled the life of
Jolly Joseph,a woman who poisoned
several members of her family

who happenedtogetin herway.In
his debut feature film, Ullozhukku
(Undercurrent), he returns to family
dynamics—Iies, secretsand lack of
conversation—and its often corrosive
impact onrelationships. Trained at
the Satyajit Ray Film & Television
Institute, Kolkata, Tomy started
workon the script in2016, butonly
finalised it before the lockdown. After
failing to find the perfectlocation for
his film, he went back to the original
inspiration, hismother’shomein
Kuttanad, with ariverin frontand
apaddy field at the back. It meant
hisgrandmotherand hisuncle’s
family had tolive away from their
home onrent for 18 months but they
did so happily for Tomy. His story
isset during the floods,a common
occurrence in Kottayam, and involves
ayoung newly married woman, her
mother-in-law and the local village.
Thereisacorpse that needsto be
buried but the watersare notreceding,
thereisalover whoiswaiting for his
woman to come to him, there are the
young woman’s parents, and an aunt
who hasbecome anun. Whatdoesa
woman with limited choices make

of hersituation? Does she settle fora
life of uncertain freedom oralife of
certain but circumscribed love? The
film will be shown at the Indian Film
Festival of Los Angeles, from

June 27 toJune 30,and will also release
commercially in Malayalam with

-

A
WAR

subtitles. For Tomy, half the battle was
won when Parvathy Thiruvothucame
on board. Says Tomy, “If you're able to
excitean actor, the producer follows,
and thenthestruggleistogetthe
audience toseeit. And the bigger your
box office, the more people will come
tosee your next movie.” Tomy’s film
comesina particularly good year for
relevantand innovative commercial
cinema in Malayalam, from the
emotional Manjummel Boys, the world-
building of Premaluand the atypical
humour of Aavesham.

> KartikAaryan's New Goal

“lamnotrunning anymore withno
finish line,” says Kartik Aaryan of the
transformative 18 months he devoted
to Kabir Khan’s Chandu Champion.
Continuing with the introspection
that began with his character Sattu,

in Satyapremki Katha(2023),he
worked on himself emotionally,
psychologically and physically.

Apart fromadiet of tofuand soup for
two years, he had tochange hissleep
patterns,and live the life of anathlete.
“Wealsodid several workshopsand
readings, deconstructing Kartik and
constructing the image of the subject of
the biopic, Murlikant Petkar,” he says.
“Itcameat theright timein my career,”
he says.“Inolonger cravevalidation,”
hesays. Hesays he has manifested
many things,including the body he
wanted—that of Brad Pittin The Fight
Club(1999).“Itwasthe opportunityofa
lifetime,” says the actor.

>ounitaRajwar’'s Pain

“Comedyisallabout painand
suffering,” says Sunita Rajwar, who

has had more than hershare of pain
inlife. “It’sjusta way of hiding pain,”
she adds,and surely Bittu ki Mummy
in Gullakand Kranti Deviin Panchayat
embody this. Twodisenfranchised

and disempowered women who are
trying todothe bestthey canwitha
smile on theirfaces. A graduate of the
National School of Drama in Delhi,
Rajwarnearlydidn’t gettherole ofa
policewoman in Sandhya Suri’s Santosh
which premiered at the Cannes Film
Festival. “Mine wasalast-minute
casting,” she says,adding that when
directorsirom abroad haveauditions;
theysitinonthem.“They wantto
meetand understand the artist,” she
says.Rajwarisdoing well asanactor
now but there wasatimeshe threw
away her union card because she was
being offered only maids’rolesin
television. “It wasa humiliating time
and we would get paid per day,” she
says. Thatis when shestarted working
with Chandran Aroraasanassistant
directorand learntediting. Her career
saw an upswing with Shubh Mangal
Zvada Saavdhan(2020), Stree(2018)

and Kedarnath(2018).“Thadtomakea
union card again and mylife changed
again,”shesays.Sheremembersthe
first time she got to stay where the main
cast wasstaying. “Iremember calling
up my husbandand telling him I'was
inasingleroominanice hotel. Ididn’t
havetoshare the make-uproom.I
started gettingrespect, also becausel
wasageing.Iwasnot the timid girl of 23
who had come to Mumbai from Delhi.”
Rajwarisoriginally from Haldwani,
andisproudto call herself the daughter
ofatruckdriverwhoalwayswanted the
best for hisfamily. m
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