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WEATHER

THUMBNAILS

Generally cloudy sky. Light Rain /
Thundershower likely to occur in
some areas. Maximum and Minimum
Temperature most likely be around
33°C and 27°C respectively. 
RAINFALL: 1.5 mm
RELATIVE HUMIDITY 
Max. 92% Min.75% 
TEMPERATURE
Max: 33.1°C (+0.1)    Min: 27.8°C (+1.0)
SUN RISES SUN SETS
04:53 hrs 18:24 hrs
MOON RISES MOON SETS
19:1 hrs 04:42 hrs
New Moon on 06 July

An artist with his decorated camel arrives to
take part in the camel decoration competi-
tion organised on the occasion of World
Camel Day in Bikaner on Saturday. � ANI 

Govt sets up panel to
reform exam process
NTA head Subodh Kumar Singh removed; NEET-PG exam postponed 

Death toll rises

to 53 in

Kallakurichi

Hooch tragedy:

The death toll

in the

Kallakurichi

Hooch tragedy

has risen from

50 to 53, officials said on Saturday.

Kallakurichi District Collector MS Prasanth

said that out of the total 193 patients, who

consumed illicit liquor, 140 are currently

safe."193 people who have consumed illicit

liquor have come to the hospital. Out of the

193, 140 are currently safe, while few of

them are on ventilators. Right now, 53 peo-

ple have passed away," he said. Meanwhile,

in the wake of the deaths in Kallakurichi in

Tamil Nadu, 250 litres of illicit liquor were

seized and disposed off in the state's

Tiruchirapalli district (Photo).

ASHOK TUTEJA
NEW DELHI, 22 JUNE

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday reassured
his Bangladeshi counter-
part Sheikh Hasina of India’s
commitment to realising
‘Bangabandhu’ Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman’s vision of
a stable, prosperous and
progressive Bangladesh as
the two neighbouring nations
signed ten major accords in
diverse fields, including
defence.

The two sides also
announced the launch of a
new train service between
Rajshahi and Kolkata and a
bus service between Chit-
tagong and Kolkata.  

“We had extensive dis-
cussions on further strength-
ening defence cooperation,
from defence production
to modernisation of armed
forces. We have decided to
strengthen our engagement
on counter-terrorism, de-rad-
icalisation and peaceful
management of borders.
We share a common vision
for the Indo-Pa- cific Oceans
Initiative,” Mr Modi said at
a joint media interaction
with Sheikh Hasina after
wide-ranging talks between
the two leaders. The
Bangladesh PM is the first
top foreign leader to pay a
state visit to India after the
formation of a government
by Mr Modi for the third suc-
cessive time.

The Indian leader said the
two countries have pre-
pared a futuristic vision for
cooperation in new areas. The
youth of both countries will
benefit from the consen-
sus reached on coopera-

tion in many areas such as
Green partnership, Digital
Partnership, Blue Econo-
my, Space and 'Maitri Satel-
lite'. Mr Modi said the two
countries have decided to
start negotiations at the
technical level for the renew-
al of the 1996 Ganga Water
Treaty.

He said the two countries
also propose to take their eco-
nomic relations to new
heights and have agreed to
start negotiations on a Com-
prehensive Economic Part-
nership Agreement (CEPA).

Sheikh Hasina, on her
part, described India as a
major neighbour, trusted
friend and regional partner
of Bangladesh. “Bangladesh
greatly values our relations
with India, which were born
during our war of liberation
in 1971. I pay homage to the
brave, fallen heroes of India
who sacrificed their lives
during our war of liberation
in 1971,” she said. 

Briefing reporters on the
meeting between the two
leaders, Foreign Secretary

Vinay Kwatra said a techni-
cal committee has been
constituted to look at the
Teesta Water restoration
Project. The committee's
mandate has more to do with
the management of water
flow than water sharing.

On the decision to
enhance defence coopera-
tion between the two coun-
tries, Mr Kwatra said India
will help Bangladesh’s armed
forces in modernisation and
capacity-building. India will
also see how it can fulfil the
needs of the Bangladeshi
forces.  The MoU between
the two countries, he said,
pertains to cooperation con-
cerning military education
in the field of strategic and
operational studies. 

Mr Kwatra said the two
leaders agreed to give an
impetus to bilateral and sub-
regional cooperation in a
vision document that seeks
to realise India's vision of a
'Viksit Bharat' by 2047 and
Bangladesh's vision of a
'Smart Bangladesh' by 2041.

(More on Page 10)

India, Bangladesh sign 
10 major accords, aim to
bolster defence partnership

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 22 JUNE

The Congress on Saturday
said the implementation of the
three new criminal laws should
be deferred and added that they
were passed "without" prop-
er debate and discussion in Par-
liament.

The demand came after
Bengal Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee wrote to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi urging him
to defer the implementation
of the three criminal laws
~the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhi-
ta, 2023, the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 and the
Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam,
2023. The Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, 2023, the Bharatiya

Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita,
2023 and the Bharatiya Sak-
shya Adhiniyam, 2023 which
will replace the India Penal
Code, 1860, the Code of Crim-
inal Procedure,1973 and the
Indian Evidence Act, 1872
respectively, and will come into
effect on 1 July.

Congress General Secretary
in-charge of Communica-
tions Jairam Ramesh in a post
on X wrote: “On December 25,
2023, the President of India had

given her assent to the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, 2023,the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, 2023 and the Bharatiya
Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023.
The three far-reaching Bills had
been bulldozed through Par-
liament without proper debate
and discussion, and at a time
when 146 MPs had been sus-
pended from the Lok Sabha
and the Rajya Sabha.”

Mr Ramesh said: “Earlier
the Bills had been ‘bulldozed’
through the Standing Com-
mittee on Home Affairs with-
out detailed interactions with
stakeholders across the coun-
try and completely ignoring
the written and very detailed
dissent notes  of a number of
MPs belonging to different

political parties, including the
Indian National Congress,
who were members of the
Standing Committee.”

“The three new laws are to
come into effect from July 1
2024. The Indian National
Congress is of the firm opin-
ion that this date should be
deferred so as to enable a
thorough review and re-exam-
ination by the reconstituted
Standing Committee on Home
Affairs which should have
more extensive and mean-
ingful  consultations with var-
ious legal experts  and organ-
isations who have serious
concerns on the three laws as
they stand ~ thereafter by the
18th Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha as well,” he said. 

�Passed without proper debate�: Cong backs call
to defer implementation of new criminal laws

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
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The Bureau of Indian Stan-
dards (BIS) has introduced two
new standards, IS 18590: 2024
and IS 18606: 2024, aimed at
enhancing the safety of elec-
tric vehicles in the L, M, and
N categories.

These standards focus on
the critical component of
electric vehicles ~ the pow-
ertrain ~ ensuring it meets
stringent safety requirements.
Additionally, they empha-
size the safety and perform-
ance of batteries, ensuring they
are both powerful and secure.

However, the shift to elec-
tric mobility extends beyond
cars and trucks. E-rickshaws
and E-Karts are gaining pop-
ularity across India. To address
this, BIS has introduced IS
18294: 2023, which estab-
lishes safety standards specif-

ically for these vehicles. These
standards cover various
aspects, from construction to
functionality, ensuring the
safety of both drivers and
passengers.

With these new standards,
BIS has raised the bar, now
having a total of 30 Indian
Standards dedicated to elec-
tric vehicles and their acces-
sories, including charging
systems. These standards are
crucial in driving the transi-
tion to a more sustainable,
environmentally friendly, and
an efficient transportation
system in the country.

BIS introduces new standards
to enhance safety of E-vehicles

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 22 JUNE

With the partial notification of
the Telecommunications Act,
2023, starting from 26 June, the
central government will have
the authority to control any
telecommunications services
or networks during emer-
gencies.

The Central government on
Friday partially notified the
Telecommunications Act,
intended to replace century-
old colonial laws, making sec-
tions 1, 2, 10 to 30, 42 to 44, 46,
47, 50 to 58, 61 and 62 of the
new law effective from 26
June. Among other key provi-
sions,Section 20 of the Telecom-
munications Act 2023 stated
that the central government
of a state government will be
able to take control of any
telecommunications services

or networks in times of emer-
gency after the implementa-
tion of the Act.

On the occurrence of any
public emergency, including
disaster management, or in the
interest of public safety, “the
Central Government or a State
Government or any officer
specially authorised in this
behalf by the Central Gov-
ernment or a State Government
can take temporary possession

of any telecommunication
service or telecommunica-
tion network from an autho-
rised entity; or provide for
appropriate mechanisms to
ensure that messages of a
user or group of users autho-
rised for response and recov-
ery during a public emer-
gency are routed on priority,”
according to the Sector 20 of
the Act.Any telecom player who
wants to establish or operate

telecommunication networks,
provide services or possess ratio
equipment will have to be
authorised by the govern-
ment.

“The Telecommunications
Act, 2023 aims to amend and
consolidate the law relating to
development, expansion and
operation of telecommuni-
cation services and telecom-
munication networks; assign-
ment of spectrum and for
matters connected therewith,”
said the Department of Com-
munication (DoT).

The Telecommunications
Act, 2023 seeks to repeal exist-
ing legislative frameworks like
Indian Telegraph Act, 1885
and Indian Wireless Telegraph
Act, 1933 owing to huge tech-
nical advancements in the
telecom sector and tech-
nologies.The Act also pro-
vides measures for protec-

tion of users from unsolicit-
ed commercial communica-
tion and creates a grievance
redressal mechanism.

When it comes to the Right
of Way (RoW) framework,
public entities shall be obligated
to provide right of way except
in special circumstances.“The
fee for right of way would be
subject to a ceiling. The Act pro-
vides a complete framework
for RoW in respect of private
property based on mutual
agreement. The Act also pro-
vides that the RoW to be grant-
ed shall be non-discriminatory
and as far as practicable on a
non-exclusive basis,” said the
DoT.

It also provides that telecom-
munication infrastructure
shall be distinct from the prop-
erty it is installed on. This will
help reduce the disputes when
property is sold or leased. 

New Telecom Act: Central government can take
control of telecom networks during emergency

PM Narendra Modi with Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina upon her arrival for the ceremonial reception at the
Rashtrapati Bhawan on Saturday. �SUBRATA DUTTA
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Services provided by the
Indian Railways to common
man, sale of platform tickets,
facility of retiring rooms and
waiting rooms, battery oper-
ated car services are being
exempted from GST, Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said while
addressing a press conference
after 53rd GST Council meet-
ing on Saturday. Further,
intra-railway supplies are
also being exempted. 

Another key announce-
ment that the minister made
is that now hostels which are
for students but are not in edu-
cational institutions are also
getting exempted.

The minister said that the
service by way of hostel
accommodation is present-
ly not exempted, which are
provided to students if they
are outside of educational
institutions. If they are with-
in the educational institutions,
then they are already exempt-
ed. Hostels which are for
students which are within an
educational institutions are
already exempted. 

The Finance Minister fur-
ther said: "Council recom-
mended to prescribe a uni-
form rate of 12per cent on all
milk cans meaning steel,
iron, aluminium which are
irrespective of the use. They
are called milk cans but wher-
ever they are used that will be
the rate applicable so that no
disputes arise out of it.”

The council also recom-
mended to prescribe a uni-
form GST rate of 12per cent
on all carton boxes and cases
of both corrugated and non-
corrugated paper or paper
board. 

(More on Page 8)

Services provided 
by Indian Rlys like
platform tickets
exempted from GST 

Devotees perform Snan Yatra at the Jagannath temple in Puri in Odisha on the occasion of Deva
Snana Purnima, on Saturday. � ANI

These standards
cover various aspects,
from construction 
to functionality,
ensuring the safety 
of both drivers and
passengers.

The Central govt on
Friday partially noti-
fied the Telecom-
munications Act,
2023, intended to
replace century-old
colonial laws, making
sections 1, 2, 10 to 30,
42 to 44, 46, 47, 50 to
58, 61 and 62 of the
new law effective
from 26 June.
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T
he Ministry of Edu-
cation on Saturday
said it has formed a
high-level commit-

tee of experts, headed by for-
mer ISRO chief K Radhakr-
ishnan, to ensure transpar-
ent, smooth and fair con-
duct of examinations
through the National Test-
ing Agency (NTA). The deci-
sion comes amid the ongo-
ing crisis around irregular-
ities in holding competitive
examinations. 

In a late night develop-
ment, the government also
shunted out the NTA’s direc-
tor general, Subodh Kumar

Singh. The Ministry of Per-
sonnel announced that
retired Indian Administra-
tion Service officer Pradeep
Singh Kharola, who is the
chairman and managing
director of the India Trade
Promotion Organisation,
has been given additional
charge as director general
of the NTA till the appoint-
ment of a regular incumbent.

In another develop-
ment, the Union Health
Ministry on Saturday
announced that the NEET-
PG entrance exam sched-
uled to be held on Sun-
day has been postponed
and a new date will be
notified at the earliest.

In a statement, the Health

Ministry said: “Taking into
consideration the recent
incidents of allegations
regarding the integrity of  cer-
tain competitive examina-
tions, Ministry of Health
has decided to  undertake
a thorough assessment of the
robustness of processes of
NEET-PG entrance exami-
nation, conducted by the Na-
tional Board of  Examina-
tion for medical students.”

The NTA is facing criti-
cism over alleged irregu-
larities in this year's Nation-
al Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test (Undergraduate) exam,
even as the UGC-NET exam
was cancelled due to appre-
hensions that its integrity had
been compromised. This

has led to protests across the
country with protesters and
political parties demanding
to disband the NTA.

Dr. K. Radhakrishnan,
who heads the newly app-
ointed seven-member com-
mittee, is former chairman,
ISRO and chairman BoG, IIT
Kanpur. The committee,
which also includes Dr.
Randeep Guleria, former
director, AIIMS Delhi, will
make recommendations
on reform in the mechanism
of examination process,
improvement in data secu-
rity protocols and structure
and functioning of the NTA.
The committee will submit
its report within two months. 

(More on Page 5)
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Amid the ongoing row
over the alleged malprac-
tices in conducting the
NEET and UGC-NET
examinations, the Cen-
tre has notified the Pub-
lic Examinations (Pre-
vention of Unfair Means)
Act, 2024, to prevent paper
leaks and cheating.

The Act, passed in Feb-
ruary this year, prohibits
disclosing exam-related
confidential information
before time, and unau-
thorised people from enter-
ing exam centres to cre-
ate disruptions.

According to the new
stringent law which came
into effect on 21 June, any

person or persons found
guilty of leaking a paper
or tampering with answer
sheets will receive a min-
imum jail term of three
years. 

This can be extended
to five years with a fine of
up to Rs 10 lakh.

“In exercise of the pow-
ers conferred by sub-sec-
tion (2) of section 1 of the
Public Examinations (Pre-
vention of Unfair Means)
Act, 2024 (1 of 2024), the
central government here-
by appoints the 21st day
of June 2024, as the date
on which the provisions of
the said Act shall come into
force,” a gazette notifica-
tion issued by the Ministry
of Personnel, Public Griev-
ances and Pensions said.

New stringent �anti-paper
leak� law comes into effect

�The committee, led by former ISRO chairman K
Radhakrishnan which also includes Dr. Randeep
Guleria, Former Director, AIIMS Delhi, will make
recommendations on reform in the mechanism of
the examination process, improvement in data secu-
rity protocols and structure and functioning of NTA.

�The committee will analyse the end-to-end
examination process and suggest measures to improve
the efficiency of the system and to forestall any
possible breach. It will also conduct a thorough
review of the Standard Operating Procedures
(SOPs)/Protocols of the NTA.

DAMAGE CONTROL

Members of the All Assam Students Union stage a
protest against the alleged irregularities in NEET 2024
exam results, in Guwahati on Saturday. �ANI 
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T
he chief minister of
Sikkim, Prem Singh
Tamang, has empha-
sized the serious after-

math of the South Lhonak Lake
outburst, which resulted 
in widespread flooding 
and destruction across the
state.

Mr Tamang also called for
additional financial assis-
tance to support long-term
recovery measures and
emphasized the urgent need
to repair NH-10, the main
highway of Sikkim.

Sikkim CM Tamang joined
Union finance minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman at Bharat
Mandapam in New Delhi
today for a pre-budget event.

The gathering was also graced
by chief ministers, finance
ministers and other promi-

nent officials from various
states.

“During my speech, I

offered my congratulations to
the finance minister and
emphasized the importance
of cooperative federalism. I
also highlighted the urgent
issues facing Sikkim and
requested that they be taken
into account when creating
the Union Budget for 2024-
25,” Mr Tamang said.

The Chief Minister, Mr
Tamang, emphasized the
dangers of excessive rainfall
and called for long-term, sus-
tainable solutions. 

He also expressed con-
cern over the significant dif-
ference in expenses for build-
ing and upkeep in Sikkim
and urged officials to take this
into account when planning
rehabilitation initiatives.

In addition, Mr Tamang
emphasised to the relevant

authorities the importance of
providing compensation for
the yearly decrease in revenue
caused by the Teesta-III proj-
ect. 

He also urged for a reassess-
ment of the deficit in IGST set-
tlements for 2023-24.

Recognising the benefi-
cial effects of extended inter-
est-free loans for capital
expenses, CM Tamang
appealed for a greater allot-
ment for Sikkim. Further-
more, he suggested main-
taining the borrowing cap
for states and boosting aid
under the National Social
Assistance Programme.

“I have faith that the
upcoming budget will tack-
le these concerns and stim-
ulate progress and well-being
in our state,” Sikkim CM said. 

Sikkim CM requests FM for
extra financial assistance
Tamang joined Sitharaman at Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi on Saturday for a pre-budget event.

Central CPM leaders to oversee
worker movements in state
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 22 JUNE

With sources indicating that
central CPM leaders will now
monitor and guide the farmer
and worker leadership in
Bengal, the party aims to
revitalize its movements.
They will also provide hands-
on training on how to build
effective movements.

Despite bringing youth
leaders to the forefront, the
CPM has not seen signifi-
cant electoral success, failing
to win a single seat or make
notable gains in vote share. 

To analyze the results of
the Lok Sabha elections in the
state, the CPM held a two-day
state committee meeting at
Alimuddin Street, starting
Wednesday. 

According to sources, in his
opening speech, the party's
state secretary and politburo
member, Mohammad Salim
mentioned that despite their
best efforts, the results for the
Left in the state did not meet
expectations.

There was a delay in final-
izing the seat arrangement
with the Congress, and the
alliance with the ISF also fell
through at the last moment.

Additionally, there were dis-
putes over seats within the Left
Front itself and a lack of coor-
dination. 

Salim believes that despite
these adversities, the expect-
ed results were not achieved. 

He has called for an open
discussion within the party. 

This has led to internal
reviews and questions about
what went wrong. During a
review meeting on Friday,
the Democratic Youth Fed-
eration of India (DYFI) dis-
cussed the reasons behind
their loss. Questions arose
about the presence and effec-
tiveness of senior farmer and
worker leaders. 

Some believe that stronger
leadership could have pre-
vented such a debacle. 

The role of the RSS has also
been scrutinized. 

At the DYFI meeting, some
members expressed frustra-
tion, noting not only the fail-
ure of farmer and worker
movements but also the
inability to understand the
work of the RSS. 

They pointed out that the
RSS has been working effec-
tively at the grassroots level,

something that the CPM
failed to grasp. In this context,
central CPM leaders will now
oversee the direction and
methods of the farmer and
worker movements in Ben-
gal. They will provide direct
guidance and training on
how to build movements
effectively.

It is learned that the extend-
ed state committee meeting
of the CPM will be conduct-
ed at Kalyani in the last week
of August from 23 to 25. 

The youth wing workers
will move door-to-door, seek-
ing public opinion about
their general expectations
from the party. 

Party sources said that
another important issue like-
ly to come up for discussion
in the extended meeting is that
going back to the party's tra-
ditional form of politics where
there was a distinct line
between the dedicated organ-
isational administration and
leaders contending electoral
battles.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 22 JUNE

Chief minister and Trinamul
Congress chairperson Mama-
ta Banerjee could join cam-
paigning for Priyanka Gand-
hi Vadra, sister of  Rahul Gand-
hi, Congress MP, in Wayanad,
Kerala, said sources close to
the development.

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra is
tipped to contest election from
Wayanad, Kerala, after her
brother and winner from the
seat Rahul Gandhi, announced
he would vacate the seat and
keep his Rae Bareli seat in
Uttar Pradesh. 

Sources said that the spec-
ulation of Miss Banerjee join-
ing Ms Vadra’s election cam-

paign grew louder after a 45-
minute huddle between Con-
gress emissary P Chidambaram
and Miss Banerjee at the state
secretariat Nabanna on Thurs-
day. Though no official com-
munication on the matter is
available, sources in the know
claimed that the senior Con-
gress leader, who was deput-
ed by his party to meet the chief

minister, tabled the propos-
al before Miss Banerjee which
the latter had accepted. Mr
Chidambaram’s meeting with
Miss Banerjee also assumed
significance since the rela-
tionship between Miss Baner-
jee and the Congress    in Ben-
gal had been very frosty in the
run-up to and during the Lok
Sabha elections.

Mamata could campaign for Priyanka

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HOOGHLY, 22 JUNE

The DRM Eastern Railway
Sanjeev Kumar on Friday
arrived at Chandannagar in
a special train from Howrah
and then proceeded towards
Bandel station to oversee
redevelopment work going
on, under the Amrit Bharat
Station Scheme (ABSS) at
different railway stations in
the district.

Amrit Bharat Station
Scheme is an ongoing Indi-
an Railway Mission launched

in February 2023 by the min-
istry of railways to redevel-
op 1,375 stations nation-
wide.

The DRM conducted
inspection of ABSS stations
in HWH-KWAE-BWN sec-
tion, inspection of ABSS sta-
tion at Chandannagar 
and inspection of yard at
Bandel.

Under the ABSS, the select-
ed stations will be upgrad-
ed with the latest technolo-
gy, providing better passen-
ger facilities at par with those
at airports.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
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As a part of endeavour for
socio-economic develop-
ment and welfare of safai
karamcharis, M Venkatesan,
chairman, National Com-
mission for Safai Karmach-
ari, ministry of social justice
and empowerment, chaired
a meeting at Sealdah with divi-
sional officers today to review
the implementation of the
Prohibition of Employment

as Manual Scavengers and
their Rehabilitation Act, 2013.

During the meeting, Mr
Venkatesan, enquired the
officers about National Safai
Karamcharis Finance and

Development Corporation
scheme, which is set up for
ensuring all-round socio-
economic uplift of the safai
karamcharis and manual
scavengers and its imple-
mentation in the division. He
also clarified various facilities
under the guidelines of the
commission regarding insur-
ance provided by the gov-
ernment, including uniforms,
toolkits, health, hygiene etc. 

He also interacted with the
safai karamcharis and

addressed their grievances. 
In addition, he urged the

officers to work in coordi-
nation and extend every pos-
sible support to the safai
karamcharis of Sealdah divi-
sion.

After holding meetings
with divisional officers, Mr
Venkatesan inspected Seal-
dah station premises and
also the circulating area where
he interacted with safai karam-
charis to understand the
ground realities.

AGENCIES
KOLKATA, 22 JUNE

The South Bengal Frontier of
the Border Security Force
(BSF) made a breakthrough
on Saturday by apprehend-
ing three persons along the
Indo-Bangladesh border in
West Bengal with 30 gold bis-
cuits weighing 3.4 kg and val-
ued at around Rs 2.48 crore
in the Indian market. The gold
was being smuggled into
India from Bangladesh.  

"The operation was car-
ried out under the jurisdic-
tion of the Bornberia Border
Outpost in the Nadia district
of West Bengal, based on
inputs from the Intelligence
Department of the BSF. An
ambush was laid near the Kul-
gachhi village. Before long,
three persons were spotted
on two motorcycles and a
three-wheeler van. There
was some interaction taking
place over the handing over
of a consignment. The three
were immediately taken into
custody and the 30 gold bis-
cuits were seized from them,"
said A.K. Arya, DIG and
spokesperson, BSF, South
Bengal Frontier.

The BSF official said that
one of the smugglers during
interrogation confessed that
he has been working for a

kingpin based at Banpur for
the last few days. His job was
to hand over the gold to
couriers for further delivery.
He would be paid well for this
job.

"The other two admitted
that they are couriers and
would hand over smuggled
gold to an unknown person
at Bongaon in the North 24-
Parganas district of West
Bengal. They said they would
receive good payment for
this," Arya said.

All three, along with the
gold, have been handed over
to officials of the Directorate
of Revenue Intelligence (DRI)
in Kolkata for further legal
action.

"This was a commendable
performance by our per-
sonnel. The BSF is doing
whatever it takes to curb
crime along the Indo-
Bangladesh border. We would
urge border residents who
wish to live in a crime-free
environment to report any
information related to gold
smuggling to the BSF's
'Seema Sathi' helpline at
14419 or send a message
(text or voice) to 9903472227.
Those providing concrete
information will be suitably
rewarded and their identities
will remain confidential,"
Arya said.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BURDWAN, 22 JUNE

Eleven out of 14 elected 
councillors of the Trinamul 
Congress governed Dain-
hat Municipality in Katwa 
yesterday moved a mass 
petition to the state Trina
mul Congress leadership
demanding removal of the
chairman of the civic body
on the plea of non-compli
ance of state promoted 'all
round' developmental activ-
ities.

Pradip Roy, a LF leader
since 1974, was offered the
position of chairman in 2022
after the TMC high command
removed Sisir Mondal from
the post. 

An audio clip of Mondal
went viral where he was
heard asking a young woman
to compromise. 

The same Mondal,
according to Rabindranath
Chatterjee, the district pres-
ident of TMC, now has
arranged the petition pur-
posely to remove Roy, an
‘honest man.’ 

Chatterjee said, “We'll
do what the state leadership
will prescribe.”

Councillors seek
removal of civic
body chairman

Review meet at Sealdah for conservancy workers

BSF seizes gold worth ̀ 2.48 cr
along Indo-Bangladesh border

DRM ER inspects Bandel
Chandannagar stations

In addition, he urged
the officers to work
in coordination and
extend every possible
support to the safai
karamcharis of Seal-
dah division

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
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The Special Task Force (STF)
of West Bengal has arrested
a suspected terrorist from
Mirpara in Kanksha police sta-
tion area of West Burdwan dis-
trict.

At around 3 pm today, a
team from West Bengal raid-
ed a house in Mirpara in
Kanksha police station area,
under Asansol Durgapur
Police Commissionerate and
arrested a youth Moham-
mad Hasibul Sheikh alleged-
ly for his connections with
banned Bangladeshi terror
outfits.

After his arrest, he was
taken to Kanksha police sta-
tion, where senior cops of
ADPC and STF questioned
him. Sources said that he
will be later taken to Kolkata. 

Acting on a specific tip-off,
the STF jawans zeroed into
his house and nabbed him.

The Indian Army base
camp is in Panagarh and the
area is a high security zone,
the arrest of a terror outfit
member near the vicinity
has created a stir in the region. 

It is still not known on what
basis he has been arrested and
what documents have been
seized from his possession
after the search operations.

Bengal STF
arrests
suspected
terrorist
After his arrest, he was
taken to Kanksha police
station, where senior cops
of ADPC and STF ques-
tioned him. 

Social activist Jharna Bhattacharya and her associates distributed Bornoporichoy (grammar
book) and Sahaj Path books in front of the BJP party office and Academy of Fine Arts to spread
the message of learning Bengali and its correct usage. The activists alleged that during the elec-
tion in the state, many leaders were heard distorting the language and its incorrect usage. �SNS

LANGUAGE LESSONS

HOLY RITUAL

Snan Yatra of Lord Jagannath, Balaram and Goddess Subhadra at Guptipara in Hooghly on Saturday. �DEBROOP BANERJEE 

I, RANJIT Kumar Ghosh
(Armed Forces Pensioner),
S/o. Late Subodh Kumar
Ghosh, residing at
Dangapara, P.O.: Rahara,
P.S.: Rahara, Pin-700118, do
hereby declare vide affidavit
before the 1st Class Judicial
Magistrate at Barrackpore on
07-06-24 that my wife
Shibani Ghosh's  date of birth
was wrongly recorded 16-04-
1948 in place of 10-01-1946
in my service book .

I, RUMELA Dey,  D/o. Alak
Dey, W/o. Adip Kumar Roy,
residing at S 4/6 Srabani
Abasan, FC Block, Sector III,
Salt Lake, Bidhannagar IB
Market, WB-700106,
solemnly state that after my
marriage, my title / surname
has been changed from Dey
to Roy and henceforth, I shall
be known as Rumela Roy Dey
as declared before the
Metropolitan Magistrate,
Calcutta vide Affidavit No.
1947 dated 13-06-2024.
Rumela Dey and Rumela Roy
Dey is the same and identical
person.

I, SUDIPA Bhadra Roy
(Sudipa Roy), W/o. Shantanu
Roy, R/o. 88, Sodepur Brick
Field Road, P.O. & P.S.:
Haridevpur, Kol.-700082
shall henceforth be known as
Sudipa Bhadra vide affidavit
(35377) dated: 12-06-24
before 1st Class Judicial
Magistrate Alipore Court.
Sudipa Bhadra Roy, Sudipa
Roy & Sudipa Bhadra are
same identical person.

I, NABENDU Sekhar
Chatterjee, S/o. Late Indu
Bhusan Chatterjee, residing
at 719 Lake Town, Block A,
Kolkata-700089, declared
through affidavit dated 21-
06-2024, before the Notary,

Reg. No. 098/2022, Govt. of
WB, that �Nabendu Sekhar
Chatterjee� and �Nabendu
Chatterjee� both are same
and identical person.
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Classified

SITUATION
VACANT

SITUATION VACANT

SITUATION
WANTED

The Statesman

TO BOOK  AN 
ADVERTISEMENT 

PLEASE CALL

CCLASSIFIEDLASSIFIED

98307 80924
(SHUBHRO DEV MITRA)

98308 74087
033 4801 8471

All  Advertisements 
are carried 

Free of 
cost on our 

website 
https:// epaper.

thestatesman.com

Readers are requested to make 
appropriate enquiries and seek 
appropriate advice before sending
money, incurring  any expenses, acting
on medical recommendations or 
entering into any commitment in relation
to any advertisement published in this
publication. The Statesman Group
doesn't vouch any claim made by the
advertisers of products and services.
The Printer, Publisher, Editor and 
Owners of The Statesman Group 
publications shall not be held liable for
any consequences, in the event such
claims are not honoured by the 
advertisers. For any loss incurred, the
onus lies entirely with advertisers and
not with the publication.

Application invited for
VSTTC (B.Ed.) in the
vacant post of Full-
time Faculty Beng (1),
Eng (1), Geo (1), Fine
Arts (1), Health & Phy
Edu (1) as per norms
of NCTE & BSAEU,
NET / SET (Apply).
E-mail: vsttcbed@
gmail.com Ph.:
7439630913.

Advertisement (B.Ed.)

CHANGE OF
NAME

CHANGE OF
NAME

CHANGE OF
NAME

EDUCATIONAL

PROPERTY

RAMAKRISHNA 
MISSION ASHRAMA 

NARENDRAPUR

A PROPERTY 
FOR SALE AT

NAYABAD 
GARIA

For details visit 
our website:
h t t p s : / / r k m
narendrapur.org



C M Y K

KOLKATA, 23 JUNE 202403
Students enter class
with guns, cause panic
They claimed they did not bring the pistols to school to intimidate anyone

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 22 JUNE

I
n a shocking incident,
two Class X students
entered Andulberia High
School in Rejinagar police

station area with firearms,
causing panic among other
students.

According to school
sources, classes had begun as
usual after the morning prayers
when it was suddenly report-
ed that two Class X students
had entered the classroom
with pistols and were show-
ing them to their friends. 

The head teacher, Jahangir
Alam, stated that upon learn-
ing about the incident, teach-
ers rushed to the classroom
but initially couldn't find the
students. Later, they were
identified and questioned
about bringing pistols to
school.

The school headmaster
and teachers managed to
snatch away the gun from the
duo. The weapon was a coun-
try-made single shot gun,
which is locally available
among the local miscreants.

The students claimed they
had found the guns by the

roadside on their way to
school.

However, they couldn't
explain why they didn't turn
the pistols over to the head-
master's office upon arrival.
The news of the students car-
rying weapons to school was
quickly relayed and worried
parents gathered at the school. 

The two students were
confined to a room and the
school authorities informed
the police. 

The situation further esca-
lated with a complaint from
school security guard Jahangir

Molla. He reported that two
days earlier, the same students
were caught stealing a bicy-
cle seat from the school gate,
leading to an altercation when
he intervened. 

Molla stated, "They had
been threatening to kill me
since then, even saying they
would shoot me yesterday. I
didn't take it seriously, but now
that they entered the school
with guns, I am very scared."

The two students, howev-
er, claimed they did not bring
the pistols to school to intim-
idate anyone. 

Meanwhile, concerned
parents blamed the school
authorities, citing a lack of strict
discipline. 

They expressed their fear
of sending their children to
school under such circum-
stances. The headmaster
asserted that it is not feasible
to monitor all 2,500 students
constantly but assured that
future measures would be
taken based on this incident.

MARKING BORDERS

A combined retreat ceremony was held at the Fulbari Immigration Check Post (ICP) located
near Siliguri on Saturday, marking the border between India and Bangladesh. The BSF and BGB,
two border guarding forces from India and Bangladesh, respectively, engaged in a friendly and
amicable ceremony at ICP Fulbari on the border between the two countries.  During the event,
both sides lowered their national flags as a sign of mutual respect. The troops of BSF and BGB
also put on an impressive and spectacular retreat parade.SNS

BATHING THE LORD

Celebrating the Snan Yatra of Mahaprabhu Jagannath, Balaram and Subhadra Devi at Najrul Manch by ISKCON in Kolkata on Saturday.�MOUL MONDAL

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 22 JUNE

Trinamul Congress leader-
ship issued show-cause
notices to two councillors
Swaraj Mondal and Tarak-
eswar Chakraborty of the
party after followers of the
two leaders allegedly clashed
in the Patuli area a few days
back.

Sources in the Trinamul
Congress said that the party
leadership didn’t take up
the matter lightly and 
the move to issue show-
cause Mr Mondal, council-
lor of ward 110 and Mr
Chakraboty, was a part of dis-
ciplinary action against them
in connection with the Pat-
uli incident.

With the instruction of the
Trinamul Congress chair-
person Mamata Banerjee,
Subrata Bakshi, state pres-
ident of the party, issued
the show-cause notices,
sources said requesting
anonymity.

Aroop Biswas, state power
and sports minister, who is
an observer of both Jadavpur
and Tollygunge Assembly
constituencies, sat on a
meeting with the two 
councillors on Thursday
evening to take stock of the
situation.

Mr Mondal was roughed
up at Patuli Mela Ground

allegedly by a group of Tri-
namul Congress workers,
who are reportedly close to
both Debobrata Majumder,
party MLA and Mr Chak-
raborty, chairman of the
borough 11, under Kolkata
Municipal Corporation
(KMC).

Mr Mondal used to sit in
his local office at Patuli Mela
Ground as a councillor where
Debobrata Majumder, party
MLA, also used the office once
in a week. 

But the group prevented
Mr Mondal from sitting there
in the councillor’s office and
later allegedly beat him up
on the spot.

Mr Mondal had sustained
injury in his left ear and was
rushed to the hospital after
they slapped him.

Mr Chakraborty denied
the allegations of assault on
Mr Mondal soon after the
incident happened several
days ago.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
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A group of miscreants, armed
with bamboo sticks attacked
the office of the Trinamul
Congress councillor Pintu
Debnath on Saturday and
damaged furniture and doc-
uments.

Mr Debnath is councillor
from ward 1, under the Rajpur-
Sonarpur Municipality.

The councillor was not in
office during the incident.
Four persons close to the
councillor were injured accord-
ing to local police. Huge police
force from the Narendrapur
police station was rushed to
the spot, who rescued the
injured. Trouble started this
afternoon when miscreants
suddenly attacked Mr Deb-
nath's office at a taxi stand near
Garia station and went on a
rampage. They beat up sev-
eral people who came to meet
the councillor seeking his sig-
nature on different civic issues.
The entire office virtually
turned into a battlefield, locals
said. Police are investigating
the case and suspected that
the incident might be a sequel
to an old rivalry between the
injured and the miscreants.

Local Trinamul Congress
sources said that the councillor
didn't entertain some illegal
demands of the miscreants and
as a result, the latter attacked
his office and beat up some
persons, who are close to
him.

KOLKATA, 22 JUNE 

The Garden Reach Ship-
builders and Engineers Ltd
(GRSE), a defence public sec-
tor undertaking (DPSU) which
is the only shipyard in the
country to have built and
delivered 109 warships to
the Indian Navy and Indian
Coast Guard, has made a
foray into the world of com-
mercial vessel export.  

On Saturday, GRSE signed
an agreement with Carsten
Rehder Schiffsmakler und
Reederei GmbH& Co. KG,
Germany, for the construc-
tion and delivery of four
multi-purpose vessels of 7,500
DWT each, with an option of
building another four ships
in future.These vessels will be
120 metres long and 17 metres
wide with a maximum draft
of 6.75 metres. Each of them
will carry 7,500 metric tonnes
of cargo. The vessels will have
a single cargo hold each to
accommodate bulk, general
and project cargoes. 

Containers will be car-
ried on hatch covers. The
ships have been specifically
designed to carry multiple
large windmill blades on
deck.The agreement was
signed by Cdr Shantanu Bose
(Retd), Director (shipbuild-
ing), GRSE, and Carsten
Thomas Rehder, Managing
Director, Carsten Rehder
Schiffsmakler, in the presence
of Cmde P.R. Hari, (Retd),
Chairman and Managing
Director, GRSE. 

While GRSE's mainstay
has been the construction of
warships for India's mar-
itime defence forces, the
shipyard has also been a pio-
neer in the export of ships. The
shipyard is also working on
six patrol boats and a TSH
dredger for the Government
of Bangladesh. AGENCIES
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The famous chariot festival of
Lord Jagannath usually picks
up momentum from the day
of snan yatra(holy bath of Lord
Jagannath).

Today being an auspicious
day as per the Hindu calen-
dar, the idols of Lord Jagan-
nath, Balaram and Subhadra
are bathed in the holy Ganges
water, milk and in the essence
of vermilion and sandalwood.

The celebration of the
snana yatra in Mahesh, Ser-
ampore has stepped into its
628th year. 

However, the rare plane-
tary alignment of mokha jog,
which is taking place after 47

years, has made this year’s
sanna yatra different  from
other years. 

Usually, after the sanan
yatra of Lord Jagannath,
Balaram and Subhadra, the
deities are carried back to
the temple garbha griha (des-
ignated place) of the Mahesh
Jagannath temple and the
main temple door is kept
closed for a certain time. 

After the holy bath the
deities are kept on the snan
bedi (bathing pedestal) for the
entire day. All the Vedic reli-
gious rituals are performed in
full view of the massive gath-
ering.

The main shebaits (priests
devoted towards performing
religious rituals) Soumen

Adhikari, Piyal Adhikari and
others said that from time
immemorial the holy rituals
are adhered to. 

Around 28 pitchers of
Ganges water is collected in
the Bengali month of Bhadra,
65 litres of fresh milk with the

essence of vermilion and san-
dalwood is poured on the
deities. 

The historic chariot on
the other side is kept waiting

for the lord to take his throne
within, for a ride to his aunt’s
place.

Piyal Adhikari said after the
daylong rituals and bhog

offered to Lord Jagannath,
Balaram and Subhadra, the
deities will be carried back to
the main temple garbha griha
(sanctum sanctorum) today
in the evening  at 6.30 pm and
thereafter the temple doors
will be kept closed. 

On 5 July, the temple doors
will be reopened and on 5, 6
Chanadan Utsav and Naba
Jouban Utsav will be per-
formed. On 7 July, the historic
Ratha Yatra of Lord Jagannath
Balaram and Subhadra will
begin.

The snana yatra and the
chariot festival have its own
divine charm which have
brought people of all reli-
gion, caste and creed to stand
in uniformity.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
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Another fire incident shook
the city today.
A devastating fire broke out
at an old house at 5 Garstin
Place in BBD Bag around
3:30 am today. Six fire engines
were pressed into service to
control the fire.

Locals joined the firefighting
efforts. The house is located
in a congested area, raising fears
of the fire spreading. The entire
area was covered in black
smoke. Explosions were inter-
mittently heard from the house.
Local residents feared the
building, which is over 100 years
old, might collapse. No casu-
alties were reported.

According to sources, it took
nearly six hours to bring the
fire under control. The fire did
not spread to other areas
from the house.  Local sources
reported that around 3.30
am on Saturday, smoke was
first seen emanating from
the third floor of the building,

gradually spreading to the
fourth floor. The fire depart-
ment was informed. Five fire
engines arrived at the scene
about an hour later, followed
by another engine.

A total of six engines were
used in the firefighting oper-
ations. Due to the area being
congested, the fire depart-
ment had difficulty reaching
the site.  Local residents were
outraged by the delayed
response of the fire department,
claiming that the fire spread
throughout the house due to
the delay. They also accused
the fire department of lacking
necessary equipment.

The cause of the fire is still
unknown. Fire minister Sujit

Bose was surrounded by pro-
testers when he arrived at the
scene. “The house is more than
100-year-old. These houses
require restoration and repair.
I shall speak to the KMC
mayor regarding this issue,”he
said. The residents of the
building have been evacuat-
ed. According to the resi-
dents, the fire spread either
due to a cylinder explosion or
an AC malfunction.

Local sources reported that
about 25 families lived in the
building. After the fire broke
out, they were evacuated.
Local residents alleged if the
fire department had arrived on
time, the building would not

have burned down to such an
extent. The third and fourth
floors were affected by the
fire. Several families live on these
floors and fear that the fire will
leave them homeless. The
Garstin Place area has many
old houses. The house that
caught fire, housed about 25
families, all of whom have
been relocated to safer places.

Local resident and Con-
gress councillor Santosh Pa-
thak too arrived at the scene.
He alleged that there was a
chemical warehouse in the
building, which contributed
to the spread of the fire. He
also accused the fire dep-
artment of delayed response.

AGENCIES
KOLKATA, 22 JUNE

As confusion continued over
the swearing-in ceremony of
two newly elected Trinamul
Congress MLAs, the office of
the Secretary of West Bengal
Assembly has forwarded a
fresh communique to Raj
Bhavan requesting quick
approval for the oath cere-
mony. 

This is the second such
communique from the
Assembly Secretary's office
to the office of Governor C.V.
Ananda Bose. The first com-
munique was issued on June
15.

Although 18 days have
passed since Trinamul Con-
gress’ Reyat Houssen Sarkar
and Sayantika Banerjee got
elected from Bhagawango-
la and Baranagar Assembly
constituencies in a bypoll,
their oath ceremony is caught
in the middle of technical

glitches of communication
between the state secretari-
at Nabanna and the Raj Bha-
van, sources said.

Raj Bhavan insiders point-
ed out that there is a proce-
dural error in the two con-
secutive communiques
received by the office of the
Governor since as per pro-
tocol such communiques
regarding the swearing-in
ceremony of newly-elected
legislators should have come
from the office of the Min-
ister of State for Parliamen-
tary Affairs Department and
not from the office of the
Assembly Secretary.

Raj Bhavan insiders fur-

ther said after receiving the
first communique, the office
of the Governor, on its part
had sent a communique to
the Assembly seeking answers
to certain queries regarding
the present nature of the
House like the number of sen-
ior-most legislators, number
of MLAs coming from Sched-
uled Caste or Scheduled
Tribe communities, among
others.

However, instead of send-
ing any reply to those queries,
the office of the Assembly Sec-
retary has forwarded a fresh
communique requesting
quick approval for the oath
ceremony.

Trinamul Congress leadership
issue show-cause notices to
two party councillors

Councillor�s office
attacked in Garia

GRSE bags
export order for
four commercial
vessels

Fire near historic building in BBD Bagh, 2 floors affected

Lord Jagannath gets royal bath at Mahesh

As paper tussle continues, two newly 
elected Bengal MLAs await oath ceremony

The students claimed
they had found the
guns by the roadside
on their way to
school. However, they
couldn't explain why
they didn't turn the
pistols over to the
headmaster's office
upon arrival.

THUMBNAILS

New chief public relations

officer of SER: Mr Om Pra-

kash Charan took over the

charge of chief public rela-

tions officer (CPRO) of the

South Eastern Railway on

Saturday. Prior to this, he

was senior divisional com-

mercial manager of Khara-

gpur division. An Indian Ra-

ilway Traffic Service Officer

of 2013 batch, Mr Charan

completed his M.A. in Politi-

cal Science from Jai Naray-

an Vyas University, Jodhp-

ur. He has experience in tra-

in operations and commer-

cial aspects of Railways. Du-

ring his service career in Ra-

ilways, he has worked in va-

rious important capacities

including senior divisional

commercial manager of Kh-

aragpur and Adra, senior di-

visional operations manag-

er, Chakradharpur and area

manager of Tatanagar. SNS

With the instruction
of the Trinamul Con-
gress chairperson
Mamata Banerjee,
Subrata Bakshi, state
president of the
party, issued the
show-cause notices,
sources said request-
ing anonymity
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YSRCP�s �illegal� office at Tadepalli
demolished; Jagan cries vendetta
The land belonging to water resources dept had been leased out to YSRCP over the then chief engineer�s objections: TDP

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, 22 JUNE

T
he under-construc-
tion YSRCP central
headquarters at Tade-
palli was demolished

early Saturday morning by the
authorities on the ground
that it was illegally built on
government land belonging
to the irrigation department.

However, YSRCP leader
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy
termed the move as vendet-

ta politics and accused chief
minister N Chandrababu
Naidu of being a dictator.

The demolition was rem-
iniscent of the knocking down
of Praja Vedika or ‘Grievance
Hall’ built by Naidu by the YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy’s gov-
ernment soon after assum-
ing office on the grounds
that it was illegal.

Significantly, the Greater
Visakhapatnam Municipal
Corporation (GVMC) has also
issued a notice to the under-

construction YSRCP office
in Vizag terming it as unau-
thorized.

Early on Saturday morn-
ing in Tadepalli, the Andhra
Pradesh Capital Region Devel-
opment Authority (APCR-
DA) and Mangalagiri Tadepalli
Municipal Corporation
(MTMC) brought in bull-
dozers and excavators to
demolish the YSRCP party
office.

The YSRCP claimed that
the High Court had given a

stay order and the same had
been conveyed to the APCR-
DA by the party’s legal coun-
sel.

“A dictator bulldozed the
nearly completed YSRCP cen-
tral office at Tadepalli. The
order of the High Court was
ignored. Law and justice have
completely disappeared in the
state. Chandrababu who is
shedding blood due to vio-
lent incidents that are taking
place after the elections, has
given another violent message

about how this regime will run
through this incident,” said
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy on ‘X’
while urging all democratic
forces of the country to con-
demn Mr Naidu’s “misdeeds”.

However, the TDP said
that the land belonging to the
Water Resources department
had been leased out to YSRCP
disregarding the objections
raised by the then engineer-
in-chief. The tehsildar had
approved it without seeking
clearance from the irriga-

tion department.
It further stated that when

YSRCP had approached the
High Court it had passed
orders to follow due proce-
dure and disposed the peti-
tion. Hence, the APCRDA,
MTMC and the water
resources department today
repossessed the land.

The complaint was lodged
by TDP’s Guntur district sec-
retary Pothineni Srinivasa
Rao who demanded action
against illegal structures. 

Two booked for �blackmailing�
Prajwal's brother Suraj over
�false� sexual abuse charge

TDP�s Ayyanna Patrudu elected
Andhra Assembly Speaker
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
HYDERABAD, 22 JUNE 

Veteran TDP leader Ayyanna
Patrudu was today unani-
mously elected as the new
Speaker of the Andhra Pradesh
Legislative Assembly. 

Chief minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu, deputy chief
minister Pawan Kalyan and
BJP minister Y Satya Kumar
led him to the Speaker’s podi-
um as YSRCP leader YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy chose to stay
away, travelling to his con-
stituency Pulivendula. Since
the only nomination sub-
mitted was for Patrudu’s can-
didature he was elected unop-
posed, declared Protem Speak-
er G Butchaiah Chowdary.
Later, in his maiden address
Naidu urged his MLAs to
utilise the floor of the House
to discussing people’s prob-

lems while rueing that the pre-
vious regime under YSRCP had
reduced the House to Kaurava
Sabha, levelling baseless alle-
gations and passing objec-
tionable comments against the
Opposition leaders and tar-
geting their family members. 

He recalled how the YSRCP
had derided the TDP saying
they had won only 23 seats but
now it has been reduced to
11 which is the number you
get after adding all digits of
the 164 (seats won by the
NDA).  He also recalled how
the YSRCP had vowed not to
allow Jana Sena to even touch
the gates of the Assembly
but the party won all the
seats it contested with 100 per
cent strike rate.  Praising his
deputy chief minister Naidu
said, “Pawan Kalyan knows
where to win and where to bow
down.” 

Fan murder case: Darshan,
three associates remanded
to judicial custody till 4 July
AGENCIES
BENGALURU, 22 JUNE

The 24th Additional City
Metropolitan Magistrate
(ACMM) court on Saturday
remanded Kannada super-
star Darshan and his three
associates to judicial custody
till July 14 in the
Renukaswamy murder case. 

Karnataka police pro-
duced Darshan and his three
associates before the court
as their police custody ended
on Saturday.

The other three accused
are Darshan's three aides
Dhanraj D. alias Raju (27),
Vinay V. (38) and Pradosh (40).

The police have charged
Darshan and others under
IPC Sections 302 (murder),

201 (destruction of evi-
dence, giving false state-
ment), 120B (criminal con-
spiracy to commit an offence
punishable with death), 364
(kidnap), 355 (assault, using
criminal force intending to
dishonour a person), 384
(extortion), 143 (unlawful
assembly), 147 (rioting),
and 148 read with 149 (riot-
ing, being armed with a
deadly weapon).

Earlier, in 2011, Dar-
shan was arrested
and spent four
weeks in jail after his
wife, Vijayalakshmi,
accused him of
domestic violence.

�BJP-JD (S)
alliance is giving
sleepless nights
to Cong in K�taka�

AGENCIES
BENGALURU, 22 JUNE

Union Minister of State for
Railways and Jal Shakti V.
Somanna on Saturday said
that the BJP and JD-S alliance
is giving sleepless nights
to Congress in Karnataka.

“Our alliance is giving
sleepless nights to the Con-
gress. Kumaraswamy should
reveal whether the Con-
gress government in Kar-
nataka can survive for the
next one year or will they be
out of power in the next three
to six months,” the Union
Minister said while address-
ing a gathering at the felic-
itation programme for Cen-
tral Ministers and elected
MPs of BJP and JD-S.

He said that the people
of the state are fed up with
the Congress government
due to corruption. The gov-
ernment has cheated the
people by raising the price
of petrol and diesel, he said.

“The Congress claimed
that I will get defeated from
Tumakuru constituency.
However, the educated,
poor and underprivileged
sections ensured my victo-
ry. Our victory was possible
because of BJP but JD-S
also contributed to our vic-
tory,” he said.

AGENCIES
BENGALURU, 22 JUNE

The Karnataka Police have filed
an FIR against two persons for
"blackmailing" Janata Dal
(Secular) MLC Suraj Revan-
na by threatening him with
a "false" case of sexual assault.

Suraj Revanna is the grand-
son of former Prime Minis-
ter H.D. Deve Gowda and
younger brother of Prajwal
Revanna, the prime accused
in the sex video scandal.

Suraj Revanna's aide Shiv-
akumar H. L. has filed a case
against a JD(S) activist, who
alleged that Suraj Revanna
abused him sexually, and his
kin at the Holenarasipura
police station.

The complainant said the
accused had gone to the Suraj
Revanna's farmhouse on June
16 to request a job. As the

accused did not get a job, he
asked Suraj Revanna to give
Rs 5 crore to him failing which
he would file a sexual abuse
case against the leader.

The complainant claimed
that the accused later reduced
the "extortion" amount to
Rs 2.5 crore.

The police have registered
a case under IPC Sections
384 (extortion) and 506 (crim-
inal intimidation) and 34
(criminal act by several per-
sons).

However, the accused,
talking to mediapersons, said:
"Suraj Revanna was impressed
with me as I had organised a
programme in my village. We
shared the mobile numbers
and after that, Suraj mes-
saged me for a meeting. I
was asked to meet him at his
farmhouse, where I was sex-
ually abused."

Karnataka needs to fight legally to cancel
NEET: Medical Education Minister
AGENCIES
RAICHUR, 22 JUNE

Karnataka Medical Education
and Skill Development Min-
ister Sharan Prakash Patil
on Friday termed the NEET-
UG 2024 a massive 'scam' of
the Central government, as
he demanded a CBI probe
into the matter. 

About 24 lakh aspirants
appeared for NEET on May
5 for admission to medical
colleges. The results were
announced before time on
June 5 but were marred by
allegations of paper leak and
awarding of grace marks to
over 1,500 candidates.

Addressing mediaperons

here, Patil said, “The Tamil
Nadu government has already
expressed its position...We
need to fight this legally.”

"It’s sad that the Centre is
not taking the matter seriously
even as students and parents
continue to protest across the
country. Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han is acting irresponsibly.
The CBI should conduct a
probe and the guilty must be
punished,” he added.

The minister also said
that the Centre's reluctance
to order a probe into the
NEET fiasco despite protests
across the country raises
doubts in the minds of the
people.

"Many state governments
have demanded a CBI probe
into the matter. We don’t
know if the Centre is trying
to shield the culprits. The BJP
government at the Centre is
playing with the future of 24
lakh students,” Patil said.

Expressing the state gov-
ernment’s limitations in seek-
ing exemption from NEET,
Patil cited a Supreme Court
order and the legal restric-
tions.

“We cannot outrightly
reject NEET as per the law,
it was enacted by the Cen-
tral government and we have
a Supreme Court order
regarding conducting NEET,"
he said. 

Forest officer
hacked to death
in Karnataka, 5
arrested

AGENCIES
YADGIR, 22 JUNE

A forest officer was hacked
to death by drunkards after
they were asked to lower their
voice in  Karnataka's Yad-
gir district on Saturday.  

Five people have been
arrested in connection with
the incident that occurred
on June 5 at Motagi Bar
and Restaurant in Shahapur
town.

The deceased was iden-
tified as Mahesh Kanakat-
ti, a forest officer from Sha-
hapur.

The arrested accused
are identified as Raju, Rekhu
Naik, Tara Singh, Narasing
and Prakash.

Palakkad Assembly bypoll: BJP
scouts for candidates after Metro
Man Sreedharan backs out
AGENCIES
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, 22
JUNE

With Metro Man E. Sreed-
haran, who was a surprise
choice of the BJP for the
Assembly elections in
Palakkad in 2021, now back-
ing out from another contest,
the BJP has started searching
for a candidate for the soon-
to-be-announced by-elec-
tion.  The by-election in
Palakkad was necessitated
after sitting Congress legis-
lator Shafi Parambil quit his
seat after he won the Vadakara
Lok Sabha seat. In his debut
election in 2021, the now 92-
year-old Sreedharan managed
to bring down the victory
margin of Parambil from
17,483 in 2016 to just 3,859
votes.

The Kerala unit of the BJP
is in an upbeat mood after the
victory of Suresh Gopi from
the Thrissur Lok Sabha con-
stituency with an over 72,000
votes margin. The party that
finished in second place in

the Palakkad assembly con-
stituency is confident that it
will be able to open its account
in the 140-member Kerala
assembly too. The names
that the BJP is contemplat-
ing include that of Sobha
Surendran who finished sec-
ond in 2016 in Palakkad.
After that, her status as a
firebrand party leader
increased hugely when she,
though finishing third in the
2019 Lok Sabha polls from
Attingal and in the 2024 polls
from Alappuzha, garnered
sizeable votes.

Another name that has
started to get traction is Pad-
maja Venugopal, daughter
of Congress veteran and four-
time Chief Minister K.
Karunakaran. She joined the
BJP from the Congress in
March this year and had
campaigned for Gopi in Tris-
sur, where her brother and sit-
ting MP, K.Muraleedharan
finished third. The Congress
and the CPI-M have also
started their search for can-
didates as it is going to be a
fight to the finish for all three
political fronts.

TENDER
IREL (INDIA) LIMITED

(A Govt. of India Undertaking � Department of Atomic Energy)
Manavalakurichi, Tamil Nadu, E-mail: purchase-mk@irel.co.in
An ISO 9001, 14001 & 45001 Unit, Phone: 04651-200402

CIN: U15100MH1950GOI008187

Ref: MK/P. ADVT/2024-25/02 TENDER NOTICE Date: 08-06-2024
IREL Manavalakurichi Unit invites tender for the following:

Bidder may download the tender document from https://gem.gov.in /
https://www.irel.co.in / gem.gov.in and CPP Portal.
Any corrigendum / extension to above tender shall be hosted in above websites only.

CBC 48147/12/0002/2425 CGM & Head, MK

Tender No. Description

IREL / MK / ET 10 / 2024 Repair and Replacement of existing HUS
Structures

GEM / 2024 / B / 5027482 Supply and Supervision of Installation &
Commissioning of gravity Spiral Concentrate
along with all accessories.
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Transparent, zero-error exams
are a commitment: Pradhan
AGENCIES 
NEW DELHI, 22 JUNE

S
oon after the
announcement of the
formation of a high-
level committee of

experts to make recommen-
dations on reform in the
mechanism of the examina-
tion process, improvement in
data security protocols and
functioning of National Test-
ing Agency (NTA), Union Edu-
cation Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan on Saturday
asserted that transparent,
tamper-free, and zero-error
examinations are a commit-
ment.

This comes amid the alle-
gations of irregularities in
the National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (NEET) Under-
graduate examinations, which
saw several protests held by
candidates across the coun-
try.

"Transparent, tamper-free

and zero-error examinations
is a commitment", Pradhan
said in a post on 'X'.

"Setting up of the high-level
committee of experts is the first
of a series of steps to improve
efficiency of the examina-
tion process, put an end to all
possible malpractices,
strengthen data security pro-
tocols and overhaul and
reform the NTA. Student inter-

ests and their bright future will
always be our govt's top pri-
ority", he added.

Earlier today, the Ministry
of Education said it has con-
stituted a high-level com-
mittee of experts to make
recommendations on reform
in the mechanism of the
examination process,
improvement in data securi-
ty protocols and function-

ing of the National Testing
Agency (NTA).

The 7-member committee,
led by ISRO Former Chairman
Dr K Radhakrishnan, will
submit its report to the min-
istry in the next two months.

"In order to ensure trans-
parent, smooth and fair con-
duct of examinations through
National Testing Agency (NTA),
Department of Higher Edu-
cation, Ministry of Educa-
tion constituted a High-Level
Committee of Experts to make
recommendations on Reform
in mechanism of examination
process improvement in data
security protocols and struc-
ture and functioning of Nation-
al Testing Agency," the min-
istry said. As per the ministry,
the committee will look into
reforming in mechanism of
the examination process by
analysing the end-to-end
examination process and sug-
gesting measures to improve
the efficiency of the system

and to forestall any possible
breach.

The committee will also
conduct a thorough review of
the Standard Operating Pro-
cedures (SOPs)/Protocols of
the NTA, and suggest meas-
ures to strengthen these pro-
cedures/protocols along with
monitoring mechanisms to
ensure compliance at every
level.

The committee will also
suggest measures to improve
data security protocols by
evaluating the existing data
security processes and pro-
tocols of NTA and recom-
mend measures for its
improvement.

They will also examine
existing security protocols
related to the paper-setting and
other processes for different
examinations and make rec-
ommendations to enhance the
robustness of the system, the
Ministry of Education said in
the statement.

Jairam Ramesh says anti-paper
leak law is �damage control�
AGENCIES 
NEW DELHI, 22 JUNE

Lashing out at the Bharatiya
Janata Party government over
the anti-paper leak law for
exams that came into effect on
Friday, Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh said the bill deals with
leaks "after they have occurred"
while it is important to prevent
the leaks from happening at the
first place.

Terming the bill as a "dam-
age control" to deal with con-
troversies that have cropped up
in several recent exams, the Rajya
Sabha MP said the bill was given
an assent by President Murmu
in February itself, while it came
to force only on June 21.

The Public Examinations
(Prevention of Unfair Means)
Act, 2024, came into effect on
Friday.

Taking to social media plat-
form X, Jairam Ramesh said, "On
Feb 13, 2024, the President of
India gave her assent to the Pub-
lic Examinations (Prevention
of Unfair Means), Bill, 2024.
Finally, just this morning, the
nation has been told that this

Act has come into force from
yesterday, that is, June 21, 2024.
Clearly, this is damage control
to deal with the NEET, UGC-
NET, CSIR-UGC-NET and other
scams."

"This law was needed. But
it deals with leaks after they have
occurred. More important are
laws, systems, processes, and
procedures to ensure that leaks
don't happen in the first place,"
he added.

https://x.com/Jairam_Rame
sh/sta-
tus/1804368331237171525

The Public Examinations

(Prevention of Unfair Means)
Act, 2024, came into effect on
Friday. It aims to prevent unfair
means in public examinations
and common entrance tests
held across the country.

The bill comes amid the
massive row over the alleged
malpractices in conducting
the NEET and UGC NET exam-
inations.

The Bill was passed by the
two Houses of Parliament in the
Budget session which con-
cluded on February 10. It seeks
to prevent the use of "unfair
means" in public examina-
tions and bring "greater trans-
parency, fairness and credibility".

The public examinations in
the Act refer to examinations
conducted by authorities noti-
fied by the central govern-
ment. These include the Union
Public Service Commission, Staff
Selection Commission, Railway
Recruitment Board, National
Testing Agency, Institute of
Banking Personnel Selection,
and Departments of the cen-
tral government and their
attached offices for recruit-
ment.

�Panel set up as first of a series of steps to improve efficiency of exam process, stop malpractices�

Preparations for Amarnath Yatra
on 29 June in full swing: JK LG
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, 22 JUNE

Lt. Governor Manoj Sinha on
Saturday said that significant
enhancement has been done
in the security of pilgrims head-
ing for the annual Amarnath
yatra that begins on 29 June.

Sinha’s statement came
after the ‘Pratham Puja’ at the
mountainous cave shrine that
marks the beginning of the
pilgrimage. The LG 
participated in the ‘Pratham
Puja’ through virtual 
mode from Srinagar’s Raj Bha-
van.

“There has been signifi-
cant enhancement in essential

facilities, infrastructure and
security. We are taking every pos-
sible measure to ensure the yatra
is smooth, safe and hassle-
free,” the Lt Governor said.

The Lt Governor sought
the blessings of Baba Amarnath
and prayed for the good health,
progress, and well-being of all
the people.

Interacting with the media
persons, the Lt Governor high-
lighted the efforts of the admin-
istration and the Shrine Board
to bring qualitative improve-
ment in the overall Yatra expe-
rience for devotees.

“Officials of Shri Amarnath
Ji Shrine Board (SASB) and
concerned departments are

committed to provide better
facilities and services for pil-
grims. He urged all the enlight-
ened citizens to come togeth-
er to welcome and serve the 
pilgrims coming from differ-
ent parts of the country and
abroad.

“It has been an ancient tra-
dition of J&K that people from
all communities participate
in this Yatra irrespective of
their religion,” the Lt Governor
said.

This year, the annual Shri
Amarnathji Yatra will start from
29th June, simultaneously from
both the routes ~ the Pahalgam
track in Anantnag district and
Baltal in Ganderbal district.

I have learned a lot in the last 10 years, I am
thankful to the party

FORMER UNION MINISTER SURYAKANTA PATIL
AS SHE RESIGNED FROM THE PRIMARY MEMBERSHIP OF THE BJP

�I want to connect farmers with science�: Shivraj Chouhan
STATESMAM NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 22 JUNE

Agriculture & Farmers Welfare
and Rural Development Min-
ister Shivraj Chouhan on Sat-
urday attended the alumni
meet of Indian Agricultural
Research Institute (IARI),
Pusa, and appealed to sci-
entists to work for small and
marginal farmers and bring
a revolution in Indian agri-
culture.

He said that about 86 per
cent of the farmers are small-
marginal farmers. “We have
to create farming models
where farmers can earn their
livelihood properly even in
farming of up to one hectare,”
he said.

Mr Chouhan said that “let

us together make a roadmap
on which not only the welfare
of Indian agriculture and
farmers can be achieved, but
let us make India the food bas-
ket of the world, feed the
world, and export.”

The Minister stressed on
the need to make India self-
reliant in pulses and oilseeds.
"Adoption of technological
advancement is absolutely
necessary to increase the
income of our farmers and to
meet the changing scenario,"
he said.

“We have to ensure that our
agricultural policy and
research bring a positive
change in the lives of small
and marginal farmers,” he said.

The Agriculture Minister
said that “it is my insistence

to completely change the
scenario of agriculture. I want
to connect farmers with sci-
ence. We have to connect
farmers with science and for
this the Krishi Vigyan Kendra
is very useful.”

Mr Chouhan said the vision
and mission of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi is to take

the agriculture sector for-
ward and bring benefits to the
farmers. “Since the day I
became Agriculture Minister,
I have been thinking day and
night about how to make the
lives of farmers better,” the
Agriculture Minister said.

The IARI meet was
addressed by Dr R S Paroda,
former Director General ICAR;
Dr Ramesh Chand, Member,
Niti Aayog; and Dr Himanshu
Pathak, Secretary DARE and
Director General ICAR.

IARI Director Dr A K Singh,
DDG Dr R S Aggarwal were
also present. These experts had
an in-depth discussion on the
challenges and prospects of
Indian agriculture and stressed
the need for scientific
approach and policy reforms

to address the problems of
farmers.

Dr Ramesh Chand said
that it is imperative to under-
stand the real problems of
farmers and find solutions in
policy making. "Our priori-
ty should be to make agri-
cultural policies friendly to
small and marginal farmers.
We have to ensure that they
can use the latest technolo-
gies and resources,” he added.

Dr Paroda said that the
need of the hour is to upgrade
Indian agriculture with the
help of innovation and sci-
entific research. “We have to
test and implement new tech-
nologies in collaboration with
farmers, which will increase
their yield and income,” he
said.
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Under the NEP-2000,
the name of the Min-
istry of Human Reso-
urce Development

(MHRD) was changed to Min-
istry of Education (MoE). There
was a serious dimension to this
change in nomenclature. The
term “human resource” induced
the person in charge to look at
teachers and academics as part
of a labour force and therefore
not worthy of too much respect.
The renaming of the depart-
ment could well initiate the
process of refashioning the gov-
ernment’s attitude to education-
al institutions and to those who
teach in them.

The attitude, as articulated
by present Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan’s predecessors, had
been for the government to cur-
tail the autonomy of academic
institutions as much as possible
on the ground that most univer-
sities were fully or partially fund-
ed by the government. The pres-
ence of the government ~ often
bordering on interference ~ ten-
ded to stifle the pursuit of excel-
lence in bodies of higher learn-
ing. It was expected of Mr Prad-
han to step back and allow the
heads of universities to run the
institutions. Admittedly, this wo-
uld be one of the first steps in
the government’s gradual with-
drawal from the sphere of higher
education and to opening it up
for private players.

So the task before Mr Prad-
han as the minister of education
for a second time is to cut the
Gordian knot. While the policies
of successive governments have
failed to live up to the country’s
much-trumpeted goals in the
sector ~ inclusion, expansion
and excellence ~ electoral poli-
tics have always prevented our
planners from thinking creative-
ly. Drawing the border between
populism and pro-people poli-
cies is often forgotten.

Our country’s Constitution
cannot be faulted. The directive
principles of state policy offer
great promise. Article 41 says:
“The State shall, within the lim-
its of its economic capacity and
development, make effective
provision for securing the right
to work, to education and to
public assistance in cases of un-
employment, old age, sickness
and disablement, and in other
cases of undeserved want.”
However, there is a rider: the
State will perform such tasks
“within the limits of its econom-

ic capacity”.
The ground reality is daunt-

ing though. There has been an
unmistakable imbalance in the
allocations for the different fa-
cets of the social sector in the
union budgets for decades. One
can easily plead that the eco-
nomics of learning is yet to be
calibrated in our country.

A notable trend, particularly
in the past three decades, is that
private expenditure on educa-
tion is growing faster than that
of the public, which reflects in-
creasing privatiza-
tion of education
in India, and has
far-reaching policy
implications.
Growing demand
for education cou-
pled with inade-
quacy of public
expenditure on
education has
resulted in grow-
ing private expen-
diture. The non-
fulfillment of the
public education
system due to
inadequate state
funding strained
the private pockets
in meeting the
growing demands. NEP-2020
intends to curb the commercial-
ization, but not privatization.

According to All India Sur-
vey on Higher Education
(AISHE) report estimates, Gross
Enrollment Ratio (GER) in high-
er education in India was 28.5
per cent in 2021-22. Private edu-
cational institutions account for
nearly 46 per cent of the total
school enrolment and 70 per
cent of higher education enrol-
ment. Most of the studies on pri-
vate expenditure on education
infer that education being a
public good, public investment
in education is a must. Unfortu-
nately such expenditure is found
to be insufficient in achieving
the educational goals of our
country.

Whereas the private expen-
diture on education (PFCE)
increased from Rs 86.5 crore in
1951-52 to Rs. 509961.6 crore in
2018-19 and to Rs 728197.6 crore
by 2022-23, public expenditure
increased from Rs 64.5 crore to
Rs 736581 crore and further to
Rs 1098589.4 crore for the same
periods. It goes without saying
that the government’s intent on
faster digital Integration and
creating a high-quality and equi-

table public education system
needs to be supported by adeq-
uate fund allocation. Though
NEP-2000 notes the criticality of
enhancing public funding, it is
discouraging that the budgetary
allocation does not provide
proper support to make a con-
venient roadmap for achieving
the target.

While it was expected that
some specific allocation would
be announced keeping in view
the objectives of NEP-2000,
much to our dismay a sum of Rs

1.206 lakh crore
was allocated to
the ministry of
education in the
interim budget
(2024-25) which is
a mere 6.8 per cent
increase in com-
parison to FY
2023-24. Of this, Rs
47619.77 crore has
been set aside for
higher education
departments.
However, the
budgetary alloca-
tion for education
as a percentage of
total expenditure
has dropped over
the last seven years

from 10.4 per cent to 9.5 per
cent, according to the Economic
Survey 2022-24.The allocation is
not encouraging in view of the
NEP 2000 schemes that aim at
improving infrastructure and
teaching in educational institu-
tions post-Covid 19.  

While the government is
and should be intent on an over-
all implementation of the NEP
2000, which aims at universali-
sation of education from pre-
school to the secondary level,
the budget for Samagra Shiksha
Scheme, the main vehicle for
implementing the Right to Edu-
cation Act is at Rs 37500 crore,
slightly higher than Rs 37435.47
crore allocated for 2023-24.

The NEP launched in the
second half of 2020 aimed at
overhauling India’s education
system, but the pandemic situa-
tion turned the academic calen-
dar topsy-turvy. It is time to re-
view how far the NEP can be
made relevant to the new nor-
mal in education. A UNESCO
report explained the scenario:
“Education systems responded
with distance learning solutions,
all of which offered less or more
imperfect substitutes for class-
room instruction”.

Since the beginning of the
lockdown, campuses across the
country were shut down and all
academic institutions switched
to virtual classrooms. However,
most institutions lacked the in-
frastructure to take digital class-
es while only a few had previous
experience on the platform.
Most of the teachers struggled
to learn how to use the digital
platform for the teaching-learn-
ing process.

As for the learners, the digi-
tal divide became a matter of
great concern. A Delhi High Co-
urt judgment called for the re-
sponsibility of the government
to directly address the digital
divide. It mandated in its judge-
ment and order of 18 September
2020 in Justice for All versus
Government of NCT Delhi & Ors
that the government has a res-
ponsibility and legal obligation
to enable online education for
EWS students ensuring free lap-
top/iPad/mobile phone and
high speed internet etc. for on-
line classes through video con-
ferencing to be provided free of
cost to children defined under
Section 2 (c) of the RTE Act.

Encouragingly, the NEP has
plans to set up and develop a
National Education Technical
Forum to oversee capacity buil-
ding, develop e-content and
provide a platform for educa-
tional institutions and stakehol-
ders to share best practices leve-
raging technology. Setting up
more virtual labs to give studen-
ts remote access to experiment-
based learning and virtual field
trips strongly suggests that the
policy promises a lot in focusing
on experimental learning. It also
aims at providing learning apps,
satellite based TV channels and
teacher’s training to strengthen
online learning.

NEP is set to include more
online and e-learning platforms
at both school and college lev-
els to make it more technology-
oriented. It also seeks to encour-
age research across a higher per-
spective of education by setting
up a National Research Founda-
tion. It is very likely that remote
learning and technology-based
education delivery are going to
become the norm and are sure
to attract huge investments. The
digital divide may only be brid-
ged with the availability of req-
uisite hardware, software and
networking facilities.

( To Be Concluded) 

Stepping outside in Dhaka these
days feels like venturing into a
furnace. A scorching sun beats
down on a city choked by con-

crete, and temperatures routinely sur-
pass 35 degrees Celsius ~ a far cry from
the balmy days many of us remember.
This relentless heat isn’t just uncom-
fortable; it’s a growing public health
crisis. Studies by the International Cen-
tre for Diarrhoeal Disease Research,
Bangladesh (icddr,b) paint a concern-
ing picture: rising temperatures are
linked to a surge in heatstroke and
dehydration cases, particularly among
vulnerable populations like the elderly
and children.

The culprit behind this urban
inferno is a well-documented phe-
nomenon known as the “urban heat
island (UHI)” effect. Dhaka, like many
rapidly urbanising cities around the
world, has prioritised development at
the expense of green spaces. Lush
parks and verdant gardens have been
replaced by towering buildings and
sprawling infrastructure, all construct-
ed from heat-absorbing materials like
concrete and asphalt. This transforma-
tion has fundamentally altered Dhaka’s
microclimate. The city now acts like a
giant heat sink, absorbing and trapping
solar energy throughout the day. With
limited vegetation to provide shade
and cool the air through evapotranspi-
ration, these heat-soaked surfaces con-
tinue to radiate the energy long after
sunset, creating a microclimate signif-
icantly warmer than surrounding rural
areas. This urban heat island effect not

only exacerbates the discomfort of
daily life but is also overburdening our
healthcare system due to heat-related
illnesses. 

Dhaka’s predicament is far from
unique. Similar stories of scorching
cities are unfolding across the globe. A
2019 study published in the journal
Environmental Research Letters found
that the UHI effect in Beijing, China,
could be as high as 8 degrees Celsius
warmer than surrounding areas. This
extreme heat contributes to a rise in
respiratory problems, with a direct cor-
relation between UHI intensity and
hospital admissions for asthma and
other respiratory illnesses. In Ahmed-
abad, India, a 2012 study documented
how the UHI effect can raise nighttime
temperatures by as much as 7 degrees
Celsius compared to rural areas. This
dramatic rise in nighttime tempera-
tures translates to a significant increase
in energy consumption as residents
resort to air conditioners for relief. The
overburdened power grids struggle to
meet this surge in demand, leading to
blackouts and further exacerbating the
heat crisis.

The crisis isn’t limited to just sco-
rching temperatures. The UHI effect
also disrupts natural weather patterns.
A 2020 study by the Indian Institute of
Technology Delhi found that increased
heat island intensity in Delhi led to a
decrease in monsoon rainfall by up to
10 percent. This translates to water
scarcity, impacting not only residents
but also agriculture in surrounding
regions, further straining food security.
Globally, countries are grappling with
the consequences of unchecked urban
sprawl and diminishing green spaces.
The science is clear: the UHI effect is a
real and growing threat to our health
and well-being.

Fortunately, there’s hope. Cities
around the world are implementing
effective policies to combat UHIs. We
in Dhaka can follow suit with a multi-
pronged approach, starting with a
greening transformation. Singapore, a
global leader in urban sustainability,
offers a compelling example with its
“City in a Garden” programme. This
initiative has demonstrably increased
the city’s green cover from 30 percent
to over 50 percent in recent decades,
transforming Singapore into a model
metropolis. 

With which is incorporated 
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Job Creation 

India stands at a pivotal juncture. Despite its status as the
world’s fastest-growing major economy, the country
grapples with an acute unemployment crisis. The chall-

enge of job creation looms large over the government, de-
manding immediate and innovative strategies to harness
the demographic dividend and ensure inclusive economic
growth. The conundrum of high economic growth with-
out corresponding employment gains is a paradox that
India must urgently address. The nation, boasting a popu-
lation of 1.4 billion with a significant proportion of young
aspirants, finds itself in a situation where economic expan-
sion does not translate into job creation. The recent elec-
toral setback for the BJP underscores the electorate’s
frustration with widening inequality, persistent inflation,
and a dearth of well-paying jobs. The solution to this com-
plex problem requires a multifaceted approach. As sug-
gested by several development economists, a job-specific
strategy is imperative. This involves significantly ramping
up public employment in essential sectors such as health,
education, nutrition, and sanitation. These sectors not only
create immediate employment opportunities but also lay
the foundation for long-term economic resilience and
social wellbeing. However, the government alone cannot
shoulder the burden of job creation. The private sector
must play a pivotal role. Historically, India’s gross fixed cap-
ital formation ~ a key indicator of private investment ~ has
lagged behind its potential. To stimulate private sector
investment, the government must identify and eliminate
policy hurdles that stymie business growth. Simplifying
regulatory frameworks, ensuring policy stability, and pro-
viding incentives for private investments are critical steps
that can unlock the entrepreneurial potential of Indian
businesses. Education reform is another cornerstone of
sustainable job creation. The quality of education in India
needs a substantial uplift to equip the workforce with the
skills demanded by a dynamic and evolving job market.
This entails not just enhancing the curriculum but also
investing in teacher training and modern educational infra-
structure. A collaborative approach involving both central
and state governments can ensure that education reforms
are implemented uniformly and effectively across the
country. Tax reform is equally crucial. A simplified and fair
tax system can boost business confidence and spur invest-
ment. Moreover, a progressive tax policy that ensures equi-
table distribution of resources can help address income
inequality, thereby creating a more balanced and just eco-
nomic landscape. The unorganised sector, which employs a
vast majority of India’s workforce, presents a unique chal-
lenge. Accurate measurement of employment in this sector
is difficult, leading to discrepancies in official unemploy-
ment data. Recognising and formalising the informal econ-
omy can provide more reliable employment statistics and
enable targeted policy interventions. Strengthening social
security nets for workers in this sector and facilitating their
transition to formal employment can also enhance job
security and improve living standards. Ultimately, address-
ing India’s employment crisis requires a concerted effort
from all stakeholders ~ government, private sector, and
civil society. It is not just an economic imperative but a
social one, as well. Creating meaningful employment
opportunities is essential to harnessing the potential of
India’s youth, fostering social stability, and achieving sus-
tainable development.

Pushed into graves

The humanitarian crisis unfolding in Sudan’s Darfur
region is a tragic testament to the devastating conse-
quences of war. As the conflict between the Sudanese

military and the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF)
rages, the victims are ordinary people, particularly children,
caught in the crossfire. The rapid expansion of cemeteries,
a grim marker of escalating mortality, underscores the dire
situation on the ground. This crisis demands urgent atten-
tion and action from the international community. The sit-
uation in Darfur is not merely a result of natural disasters or
economic downturns but is profoundly man-made. The
blockade of food and medical aid by combatants has
turned a challenging situation into a catastrophic one. The
deliberate obstruction of humanitarian assistance is a vio-
lation of international law and a moral failing of the highest
order. The harrowing stories from displaced persons’
camps, where families are forced to survive on one meal a
day and children die from preventable diseases, should
shock the conscience of the world. The lack of food, medi-
cine, and healthcare has created a lethal environment
where the most vulnerable ~ children and the elderly ~ are
perishing in alarming numbers. This tragedy is com-
pounded by the fact that aid organisations are unable to
deliver critical supplies due to security threats and logistical
barriers imposed by warring factions. The data on food
insecurity is staggering. With an estimated three-quarters of
a million people facing catastrophic food shortages and
nearly nine million in an emergency food situation, Sudan
is on the brink of a famine. This projection should serve as
a clarion call for immediate international intervention. Yet,
the response from the global community has been tepid at
best. The focus must shift from diplomatic platitudes to
concrete actions that ensure the delivery of aid to those in
desperate need. Moreover, the international community
must hold those responsible for obstructing aid account-
able. Both the Sudanese military and the RSF bear respon-
sibility for the suffering of civilians. Reports of the RSF loot-
ing aid warehouses and the military hindering access to
border areas highlight the need for accountability and jus-
tice. The world cannot stand by as these atrocities continue
with impunity. The impact of this crisis extends beyond
immediate hunger and health issues. The breakdown of
healthcare systems and the rise in diseases such as measles,
malaria, and cholera threaten to create a “deadly cocktail”
that could decimate entire communities. The long-term
consequences for Sudan’s population, particularly its chil-
dren, are severe. Without urgent intervention, the country
risks losing an entire generation to hunger and preventable
diseases. As we witness the rapid expansion of graveyards
in Darfur, we are reminded of the human cost of this con-
flict. These graves are not just numbers; they represent
individuals ~ mothers, fathers, children ~ whose lives were
cut short due to a lack of food, medicine, and compassion.
The international community must act decisively to end
this crisis. Humanitarian corridors must be established,
and aid must flow unimpeded to those in need. 

Goals for Education~I
Vol. CXXXXXVIII  25 (S)

The NEP launched in the second half of 2020 aimed at overhauling India�s education

system, but the pandemic situation turned the academic calendar topsy-turvy. It

is time to review how far the NEP can be made relevant to the new normal in

education. A UNESCO report explained the scenario: �Education systems responded

with distance learning solutions, all of which offered less or more imperfect substitutes

for classroom instruction�

editor@thestatesman.com

SIR, The Kolkata Metro railway
authority has recently taken a
decision to reschedule its last
train from 11 p.m. to 10.40 p.m.
The reason given is lack of
enough passengers on the 11 p.m.
trains causing financial loss to
Metro Rail. 

This theory cannot be
accepted. In a welfare state the
government has to spend money
to run various services for its citi-
zens. The question of profit or
loss should not and cannot come
into consideration. 

So inadequate number of
passengers on the late evening
trains cannot be acceptable logic.
Moreover, during peak hours the
trains remain overcrowded. 

The excess revenue earned at
the peak hours can compensate

for the lack of passengers in late
evening trains. 

There are some remote areas
in the country, where facilities are
scarce. Government runs trains in
these areas for the facility of those
marginal  people living in remote
areas. Can the government say
that because these trains do not
earn enough revenue,  the servic-
es will be discontinued? 

In the good old days there
was a Howrah-Amta Martin rail.
As the story goes, these trains
used to incur considerable loss.
Yet the services continued, as
there were hardly any standard
means of transport in that area. 

The same logic stands for
running metro at 11 pm, because
at that hour of the night, safe and
secure means of transport is

scarce in the city. Government is
not a business house that it would
weigh profit and loss for services
rendered to its citizens. Hence we
appeal to the metro railway
authority to continue its last train
service at 11 p.m..

Yours, etc.,
Dr Protyush Chatterjee, 

Kolkata, 21 June.

PARCHED PRIDE

SIR, For the past two weeks, aro-
und 2.8 million Delhi residents
have been suffering from a severe
water crisis. Water is an essential
part of human life, and survival
without it is impossible. 

In a city like Delhi, the capital
of India, which houses numerous
ministerial residences, including
those of the Prime Minister and
the President, the public is crav-
ing every drop of water. 

Such a situation is enough to
tarnish the country's reputation
globally, despite our desire to see

India in a leading position. 
While the rule of every party

will eventually end, we patriots
must live with pride and be able
to say, "I belong to India". It is the
government's responsibility to

promptly address such crises,
ensuring that its citizens do not
face difficulties, while upholding
the pride of India worldwide.

Yours, etc., Jakir Hussain, 
Kanpur, 21 June.

11  p.m.  please
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A K
GHOSH

The writer, a former
Associate Professor,

department of  English,
Gurudas College, Kolkata, is

presently with Rabindra
Bharati University

Living in a furnace:
Is there any way
to beat the heat?

NO TO FLOWERS

SIR, Should we start the practice of giving vegetables instead of
flower bouquets on birthdays or other functions? Recipients often
leave the given bouquets behind. Vegetables, on the other hand,
can be consumed. 

Instead of a rose, you can also give an inexpensive seasonal
fruit such as guava, raw mango, lemon, amla, sapota, etc. The size
of the basket can be trimmed according to one's budget. Instead of
wrapping the basket with plastic, we can use cotton cloth,  which
can also be used later. 

This change will also mark our gratitude to farmers and and
will help improve their economic status. Adopting our indigenous
culture is always better than aping Western customs. Such small
changes will definitely bring about a revolution in our society.

Yours, etc., V S Jayaraman, 
Chennai, 20 June.
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NOW AND AGAIN

ACROSS

1 Character to

eviscerate Nazarene

(4)

3 Pull on weed

relentlessly shackles

donkey 

(5-5)

10 Left at sea, aim to

make forecast 

(7)

11 Sons in poor health �

would this bring on

nausea? 

(7)

12 Singer in a wooded

hollow heard (5)

13 Poor snail one Yankee

cooked with onions 

(9)

14 Ruthless to spread

lies about terrible

truth 

(3-6)

16 Weapon, returned to

court, that causes

bleed 

(5)

18 Discharge of gas put

through drink 

(5)

19 Fitting fresh cover

for metal bearings 

(9)

21 Right arm is not

broken in heavy fall 

(9)

22 Inventive sort

decorates

Lancastrian houses

(5)

24 Energy cuts must stop

(5,2)

25 Annoyed when

struggling to find pain

reliever 

(7)

26 Ice for this lolly? 

(5,5)

27 Goddess wants case

dropped in Boeotian

city (4)

DOWN

1 One needing floor

that�s hard and carpet

free? 

(3,6)

2 Message sensibly

conveyed in this

bottle (5)

4 Covered earlier

clothing left for

Spanish gentleman 

(7)

5 Republican on camera

coming round to sum

up 

(2,5)

6 Genre briefly returned

in horrific series 

(7,7)

7 One trap set during

harangue in spring 

(9)

8 Hunter and dog

requiring no

introduction 

(5)

9 Border teams helped

to build new town

(5,9)

15 Make hit plays and

perform amusing

opera (3,6)

17 Repetitive notes

written about adult in

private meeting 

(4-1-4)

19 Enquiry ended early

on ring with no

charges 

(3,4)

20 Servant goes with

crowd for violent

disorder 

(7)

21 What�s taken into

staff about to give

treatment 

(5)

23 Reportedly steps over

fence in dash (5)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9

10 11

12 13

14 15 16 17

18 19 20

21 22 23

24 25

26 27

CROSSWORD

P I T T D I S C I P L E
I I A D S I R V
L A B O U R I N T E N S I V E
C E T V H E N N
H A R M O N I U M M A C E
A M D U A I
R O U L A D E S I T U P S
D N T O A F

S H R I M P R E G U L A R
A C O E R I

P R O P D I S P A R A G E
I N I C I P L N
N E E D L E A N D T H R E A D
C S O S E Y R L
H E S I T A T E S T A Y

YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION

NO-292819

YAMBEM LABA

A
t the height of the turmoil in
Manipur last year, the Chief
Justice of India had remarked
that “apparently the provi-

sions of the Indian Constitution do
not seem to apply in Manipur.” There-
after, the apex court had appointed a
high-level committee to oversee
developments and to monitor steps
being taken, including the registration
of 6,000 plus FIRs.

On the court’s directive, the State
had been quick to respond at least in
two cases - notably those of the parad-
ing naked of two tribal girls  by Meitei
youth, and the abduction and subse-
quent killings of two Meitei students -
a boy and a girl - by Kukis. The cul-
prits have since been booked; one of
them in the latter case from a place as
far away as Pune.

But in matters relating to 200-
plus deaths, thousands of houses
burnt and over 60,000 people dis-
placed, those deviating from the Con-
stitutional path are still active. Here
one is not talking about the gun-toting
youngsters on either side or the odd
men in uniform allowing ethnic affin-
ity to override allegiance sworn to the
State and the Constitution, but peo-
ple in high places duly enjoined to
safeguard the Constitution of India.

To start with, we have the Chief
Minister, the head of the government
of the State who was duly sworn in by
the Governor. He is on record stating
that Article 355 of the Constitution of
India has been invoked in the State.
This statement is supported by the
fact that Chief Minister N. Biren Singh
has been stripped from his position
as the Chairman of the Unified Com-
mand - the apex body comprising the
Army, Para-Military Forces and the

State Police to oversee the law and
order situation in the State - and in
his place one Kuldiep Singh was
appointed as Security Advisor.

Additionally, the Director General
of Police was replaced without notice
to the Chief Minister. Finding a land-
ing place was Rajeeve Singh, a Tripura
cadre IPS officer said to be a favourite
of Kuldiep Singh. Then we have the
Governor of Manipur, Anusuiya Uikey,
who stated that Article 355 of the Con-
stitution of India has not been
invoked in Manipur, as the law and
order situation in her State had not so
completely broken that the Central
government had to take charge of law
and order. She did not bother to
explain the circumstances leading to
the appointment of the Security Advi-
sor as the Chairman of the Unified

Command and appointment of the
Director General of Police without
notice to the State Government.

It appears that Article 355 of the
Constitution of India had been
invoked in Manipur by proxy. Whether
the Constitution has such provisions
is for the court to examine.

Then came the meeting on 17
June convened by the Union Home
Minister Amit Shah at New Delhi’s
North Block. Present were the Union
Home Secretary Ajay Kumar Bhalla,
Director of the Intelligence Bureau
Tapan Kumar Deka, Chief Secretary
Vineet Joshi, Security Advisor Kuldiep
Singh, DGP Rajeeve Singh of Manipur,
the Chief of Staff of the Indian Army
General Manoj Pande and others
dealing with the law and order situa-
tion. And although the meeting was

conveyed to discuss the law and order
situation in Manipur, conspicuous by
their absence was the Chief Minister
of Manipur or any elected represen-
tative from Manipur.

Law and Order is a State subject
in the Constitution but the Chief Min-
ister of the state, one belonging to the
Bharatiya Janata Party, was ignored
despite the party having lost both par-
liamentary seats from the state. These
acts suggest that in effect, not just Arti-
cle 355 but also Article 356 - whereby
the elected government is dismissed
and President’s Rule imposed – has
also been invoked by proxy.

The meeting is said to have delib-
erated upon the developments in
Manipur at length and concluded that
more troops would be stationed in the
state, with orders to take action
against anybody using violence, while
initiating steps to commence talks
between the two warring sides. But on
the surface it appears that steps are
planned to be taken to disarm the few
thousand Meitei youth who had taken
away guns from police armouries last
year. Ignored for now seems to be any
examination of the role of Assam
Rifles, accused of bias for the Kukis.

As early as January this year the
Chief Minister’s office had notified the
DGP about the impending attack by
Kukis at Jiribam, the district border-
ing Assam. The input was kept under
wraps. Earlier this month, suspected
militants beheaded a Meitei farmer
and began attacking Meitei villages in
the fringe area of the district. The
Chief Minister was in New Delhi at
that time and was scheduled to visit
the district upon his return to Imphal.
But his advance security team was
ambushed by Kuki militants and the
convoy had to turn back. CM Biren
upon arrival at Imphal then decided

not to venture to Jiribam for reasons
best known to him.

On the peace parleys, there will defi-
nitely be hardliners on both sides who
would call for complete annihilation of
the other as the only solution. But this
reminds me of the Track-2 meetings the
Meiteis had with the Nagas in 2000. Ten-
sion was running high then between the
two indigenous communities of Manipur.
Present as mediators were Lt.General V K
Nayar (Rtd), former Governor of Manipur,
Chaman Lal, former DGP of Nagaland
and Jayant Madhav, former Chairman of
the Assam Finance Corporation. The
Nagas of Nagaland were represented by
Church leader Wati Aier, Gandhian Niketu
Iralu, Rev. Shishak, Principal of Patkai Col-
lege, while the Nagas from Manipur were
represented by PA Thekho, then Editor of
Horn Bill Express from Senapati and Naga
academic Dr Jina Singkham. Representing
the Meiteis were writer and author Pradip
Phanjoubam, noted social commentator
Dhanabir Laishram, Arun Irengbam, for-
mer Media Advisor to the Chief Minister,
this writer and a former editor, now the
current Chief Minister of Manipur, N.
Biren Singh.

The move initiated by former
Consultant Editor of the Statesman,
Sanjoy Hazarika, had three rounds of
meetings - first at Shillong, then at
Barapani and finally at Kaziranga.

Both sides spoke their hearts out
and a lot of goodwill was earned. We did
not agree on anything but we were able
to have a friendly football match at
Senapati between the Meiteis and the
Nagas. But the process broke the ten-
sion between the two sides. The rest is
history but we broke the tension
between the two sides. I am making this
point to show that a start has to be made
somewhere, sometime by somebody.

(The writer is a senior journalist with The
Statesman.)

Is the Constitution being
followed in Manipur?

BUDDHADEV NANDI

I
attend a religious congregation almost
every evening. The Maharaj answers
questions of the attendees after the
spiritual conversation. One day a col-

lege student asked him a curious question.
He asked, “What is the use of reading so
many books in life as our memory pre-
serves very little that we read?”

Then the Maharaj related a fine story
in defence of reading good books. He said
that the same question was asked by a stu-
dent to his teacher who was an avid reader.
Hearing the question, the teacher took the
student to the bank of a river. There they
found a clay pitcher lying half buried in
the slushy sand. The pitcher had several
holes and was full of mud and slush.

The teacher sitting a little away from
the river instructed his student, “Fetch
water from the river with the help of this
pitcher.” The student was quite confused
by the unreasonable instruction. How-
ever, the obedient student could not
turn down his teacher’s order. He tried to
fetch water with the apparently useless
pitcher several times, but in vain. At last,
the exhausted student  said to  the
teacher, “I am extremely sorry to say that
I have failed to execute your order.
Please pardon me.” However, he could
not restrain his inquisitiveness and
asked why he had been given such a
seemingly unjustified order.

The teacher smiled and said, “No, you
have not failed at all. Look inside the bro-
ken pitcher. Though the pitcher has failed
to hold water, it is now quite clean as all
the mud and slush stuck inside have
washed away by the force of the water
leaking out through the holes. Our brain
is like that pitcher with several holes and
impure thoughts, evil ideas and supersti-
tions in it. Our brain may fail to remember
everything that we read. But all the noble
ideas, realisations, feelings, emotions,
knowledge and above all truths inherent
in a good book play the role of cleansing a
reader’s mind and soul. And this should be
the real objective of reading books.”                

We often make the mistake of judging
a person to be educated on the basis of his
or her academic qualifications and num-
bers obtained by him or her in examina-
tions. But this is not right.

I once read the memoir of a literature
scholar. When he met an old teacher who
was an avid reader, and shared the news
of his passing the M.A. examination with
a gold medal, the teacher advised him to
start reading. Though he felt diminished
by the comment of his teacher, he later
realized that studying for educational
qualifications and reading were very dif-
ferent. He concluded in his memoir that
the more we read the more we discover
our ignorance.    

WEEK-END TRIPS
Clarke was the author of remarkable

novel now very scare called Jasper Tristram,
which should have a high place in any
anthology of school stories. He married late
in life a daughter of General Milman. For all
his exuberant sense of the absurd. Clarke
was a real diplomat and a man of states-
man like mind. Zanzibar had nothing but
deficit budgets till he took charge of its
affairs in Downing Street. But undoubtedly
his greatest contribution to the work of his
profession consisted in the personal nego-
tiations which he was called upon to con-
duct with the late king of the Belgians  over
the Congo difficulties.

Clarke would leave London on a Fri-
day night with plenipotentiary powers in
his pocket, and be back in his office on
Monday, having spent the week-end clos-
eted with the most astute monarch in
Europe. The settlement ultimately arrived
at was largely Clarke's work.

To wind up with a word as to bigger
folk. If the line of British Foreign Secretaries
includes no Bismarck or Cavour, the list of
permanent heads of the Foreign Office con-
tains the names of a good many people of
the first distinction And the Permanent
head one must remember have had their
say in shaping our foreign affairs. There was
one person who particularly trusted their
judgments and that was his late Majesty
King Edward VII. He was, indeed, com-
monly accompanied by the, permanent
Head of the foreign office on occasions
when he was said personally to effect so
much in the diplomatic field. One hopes
that the present generation may get some
enlightenment on these matters. History
now elamours to be "up to date" and a
public which demands "open diplomacy"
whatever that may mean might just as well
begin by compiling true records of its
immediate past.

MADRAS BEGGARS

COMMITTEE TO DEAL
WITH PROBLEM

WITH the object of gauging public
opinion as to the best means of dealing
with the beggar problem in Madras, a
committee of councillors of the Madras
Corporation has framed a questionnaire
and forwarded it to a number of promi-
nent people and public institutions in the
city. The first part of the questionnaire
relates to religious mendicants such as
Sadhus, Bairagis, etc., while the second
relates to Moslem Fakirs.

Discovering ignorance

100 YEARS AGO

POLITICAL DIARY  KALYANI SHANKAR

Priyanka�s foray should boost Congress

A
midst a flurry of speculation
and anticipation, the Con-
gress party has made a strate-
gic and significant move by

fielding Priyanka Gandhi in the by-
election in Wayanad, Kerala. This seat
became available after her brother
Rahul Gandhi decided to retain Rae
Bareily and step down from Wayanad,
after winning both seats. If she suc-
ceds, it could be a game-changer for
Priyanka, her party and Indian poli-
tics. It has sparked excitement and
scepticism among the public and
political class.

"I am glad to represent Wayanad
and will ensure the people don't feel
Rahul Gandhi's absence," she said
when her candidacy was announced.
"I chose to run in Wayanad to contin-
ue my family's political legacy and the
Gandhis' presence in the South. My
grandmother, Indira Gandhi, had a
strong connection with the people of
Wayanad, and I hope to build on
that."

Rahul and his mother, Sonia,
have led the Congress party for many
years and served as MPs. The upcom-
ing Wayanad elections will be a critical
test for Priyanka, as this will be her
first litmus test. The entire nation,
including the BJP, will closely observe
her performance.

Born into a political family,
Priyanka has actively participated in
her mother's election campaigns. She
also campaigned for her brother when
he entered politics in 2004.

In 2014 and 2019, there were
rumours that Priyanka might contest
against Prime Minister Modi from
Varanasi. Before the 2024 elections,
she stated that the party aimed to

avoid fielding three Gandhis to count-
er the BJP's criticism of dynastic rule.

The Gandhis changed their mind,
seeing the 2024 polls as an excellent
opportunity for the Congress. They
decided it was the perfect time to
introduce Priyanka to electoral poli-
tics as an MP from Kerala. Wayanad is
considered a safe seat for the party.

Priyanka, who bears some resem-
blance to her grandmother, Indira
Gandhi, has been in the spotlight
since entering politics in 2019. She
became the general secretary of the
Congress and played a vital role in the
party's campaign. Priyanka is given
some credit for nearly doubling the
Congress's tally in the 2024 election
and rejuvenating the party.

In Uttar Pradesh, Priyanka had
struggled to make an impact. She was-
n't held accountable when Congress
performed poorly in the 2022 assem-
bly polls under her watch. She had
messed up Punjab during the Assem-
bly polls. However, her extensive cam-
paigning in Himachal Pradesh was
said to be responsible for the success
of the Congress in the state.

In 2024, Priyanka decided not to
run for a Lok Sabha seat, focusing on
nationwide party campaigning. She
held 108 public meetings, participated
in roadshows, and campaigned in 16
states and one union territory.

The decision to contest from
Wayanad presents a unique set of
challenges and opportunities for

Priyanka. On the one hand, she faces
attacks from the BJP on the issue of
dynastic politics, a hurdle she must
navigate with tact and resilience. On
the other hand, it gives her a golden
opportunity to prove herself and con-
nect with a new constituency, a
chance she must seize with determi-
nation.

The Wayanad constituency, locat-
ed in north Kerala, has a voter base of
1.46 million. It has consistently elected
Congress MPs in the past four elections,
indicating solid support for the party.
The constituency also enjoys broad sup-
port for the Indian Union Muslim
League (IUML), with Muslims and
Christians comprising about 60 per cent
of the voters. IUML will back Priyanka.

If Priyanka wins, all three mem-
bers of the Gandhi family will be in
Parliament. This could strengthen the
family's position within the party but
will also invite attacks from oppo-
nents.

Overall, Priyanka's candidacy in
Kerala is a strategic move by the Con-
gress  to strengthen its support base in
the South, potentially reshaping its
regional dynamics. The party
acknowledges the importance of the
South and aims to strengthen its pres-
ence there. Thus, Rahul will focus on
the North, while Priyanka may con-
centrate on the South. Her win could
bolster the party's position in the
region.

There is more to it, as Priyanka's
husband, Robert Vadra, also wants to
join politics. He said Priyanka should
be in Parliament before him, and he
could follow her at a suitable time.

The CPI plans to contest to
ensure non-Congress votes do not go
to the BJP. 

Overall, the move shields the
Congress from criticism for neglect-
ing the South. Priyanka's candida-
cy from Wayanad is  part  of  the
party's mission to leverage anti-
incumbency in Kerala for the 2026
assembly polls.

Priyanka has advantages – she is
well-known and has a strong com-
mand over Hindi. However, her hus-
band is seen as a liability due to his
legal issues.

If elected to Parliament, Priyan-
ka should strive to become a good
parliamentarian. The two Gandhi sib-
lings must strengthen the organiza-
tion and return the party to its former
glory.
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THUMBNAILS

Delhi Book Fair to com-

mence from August 7: The

28th edition of the Delhi

Book Fair will be organised

by the India Trade Promo-

tion Organisation (ITPO), a

Government of India

Enterprise under the Min-

istry of Commerce and

Industry in collaboration

with the Federation of

Indian Publishers (FIP) in

Hall No 12A & 12, Bharat

Mandapam, New Delhi

from August 7 to 11.  

Sylvan Plyboard (India) Ltd

to raise up to Rs 28.05

crore through a public

issue; IPO to open on June

24: West Bengal-based Syl-

van Plyboard (India) Ltd,

manufactures of various

wood products such as

plywood, blockboard, and

flush door etc, is planning

to raise up to Rs 28.05

crore from its SME public

issue. The company has

received approval to

launch its public issue on

the NSE Emerge platform

of the National Stock

Exchange of India Limited.

The public issue will open

for subscription on June

24, and close on June 26. 

Kaarigar expands fair

trade: Kaarigar, the craft

and loom paradise of

India, announced the

opening of their new

store at the DLF Mall of

India, Noida, dedicated to

showcasing the talents of

Indian artisans. The new

Kaarigar store in Noida

promises an unparalleled

shopping experience for

enthusiasts of unique,

one-of-a-kind pieces. 

DJ Mediaprint & Logistics:

Board of directors of DJ

Mediaprint & Logistics Ltd,

one of the leading

providers of integrated

printing, logistics and

courier solutions in India

and overseas, has

approved a 2:1 bonus

issue. The company board

also approved issuance of

increased authorised

share capital from Rs 15

crore to Rs 50 crore, sub-

ject to approval of share-

holders. 

Ganesha Ecosphere

acquires stake in Race Eco

Chain: Ganesha Ecosphere

Limited, India's Largest

PET Bottle Recycler

announced an equity

investment in Race Eco

Chain Limited. This strate-

gic move underscores the

company's commitment

to fostering a circular

economy and enhancing

India's plastic packaging

waste supply chain. Race

Eco Chain Ltd. a pioneer in

plastic waste manage-

ment and a champion of

circular economy princi-

ples in India, has unveiled

its ambitious Vision 2030

goals and expansion plans

to meet escalating

demand.

Nikon India aims for 10%

growth in FY25, to expand

healthcare business:

Nikon India expects dou-

ble-digit growth in India in

the current fiscal year and

aims to strengthen its

imaging business with

more launches and market

expansion, top company

officials said. Currently,

India contributes around 6

per cent of Nikon's imag-

ing business globally,

Nikon India Managing

Director Sajjan Kumar

said. Besides, Nikon is

expanding its healthcare

business in the Indian mar-

ket, in which it operates in

segments such as micro-

scope solutions. The com-

pany has plans to expand

this vertical, which cur-

rently contributes around

5 per cent of its business

here, Kumar said.

CARE Ratings: Rating

agency CARE Ratings

announced the upgrade of

various instruments of

Indian Renewable Energy

Development Agency Lim-

ited (IREDA) to AAA (Sta-

ble) from AA+ (Positive).

This significant upgrade

underscores IREDA's unwa-

vering commitment to

improving its financial per-

formance and upholding

the highest standards of

corporate governance.

INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY
CELEBRATED 
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GST Council waives interest,
penalty on notices to taxpayers 
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 22 JUNE

A
s part of several tax-
payer-friendly deci-
sions, the GST Coun-
cil on Saturday rec-

ommended the waiving of
interest and penalty in cases
of tax demand notices that have
been sent under Section 73,
of the GST Act, Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman said
after the meeting.   

"In the case of demand
notices issued for 2017-18,
2018-19, 2019-20, interest
and penalty will be waived off,
if tax is paid by March 31,
2025," Nirmala Sitharaman
said.

The GST Council has also
recommended that the time
limit to avail input tax credit
in respect of any invoice or
debit note under section 16(4)
of the CGST Act filed up to the
30-11-2021 for the financial
years 17-18, 18-19, 19-20 and
20-21 may be deemed to be
2011 to 2021.

So for the same requisite
amendment retrospectively
with effect from 1 July 2017,
the Finance Minister said.

In order to reduce tax lit-
igation which is expected to

benefit both taxpayers and the
government, the GST coun-
cil recommended a mini-
mum limit for filing appeals
of Rs 20 lakh for the appellate

tribunal, Rs 1 crore for the High
Court and Rs 2 crore for the
Supreme Court.

In another taxpayer-friend-
ly measure, the GST Council

has decided to introduce Form
GSTR 1A to enable taxpayers
to add information they have
missed when filing Form GSTR
1.

The new form can also be
used to correct mistakes that
they have made while filing
their particulars in form
GSTR 1.

National Reading Day celebrated 
The National Book Trust, India
celebrated National Reading
Day across the country in
remembrance of PN Panick-
er, the father of India's library
movement. 

On the occasion, creative
reading activities were organ-
ised for children, teachers,
trainers, and mentors at var-
ious locations including New
Delhi, Dehradun, Patna, Luc-
know, Bhopal, Varanasi, Mum-
bai, Guwahati, Agartala, Cut-
tack, Chennai, Hyderabad,

and Kochi. 
Thousands of children, teach-

ers, and parents participated
in this initiative to promote
a reading culture, both offline

PFC signs agreement with CVPPPL
for ̀ 1869.265 crore Term Loan

BRICS Games:
Metro Railway's
table tennis
players win medal 

Metro Railway's women
Table Tennis players have
made all Metromen and
Indian Railways fraternity
proud again.
Indian women's Table Ten-

nis team, comprising three
players including Moumita
Dutta and Poymantee Baisya,
both Metro staff have won
bronze Medal in the BRICS
Games, 2024 being held at
Kazan, Russia. 

Yashini Sivasankar has
been the third member of this
team. This International
Championship is being held
there from 12 to 23 June,  in
which 12 teams have par-
ticipated in the Table Tennis
event. 
In the semi-final match of the
women's Table Tennis team
event, the Indian Table Ten-
nis team lost to China by 1-
3. P Uday Kumar Reddy,
General Manager, Metro
Railway has congratulated
both the players for their bril-
liant performance in this
tournament.

Bank of Baroda ropes in Sumit
Nagal as  its brand endorser

Bank of Baroda (Bank), one
of India's leading pub-
lic sector banks,
announced that the
Bank has signed rising
Indian tennis player
Sumit Nagal as its brand
endorser. 
The move is in alignment with
the Bank's long-standing phi-
losophy to support emerging
talented and ambitiousIndi-
an sportspersons as they
endeavour to compete with the
best on the world stage. Sumit
joins a stellar line-up of Bank

of Baroda endorsers that
includes badminton star PV
Sindhu and cricketing youth
icon Shafali Verma. Com-
menting on the association,
Debadatta Chand, Man-
aging Director& CEO, Bank
of Baroda said, "Bank of Bar-

oda has a rich legacy of part-
nering with and extending its
support to some of India's
most promising sporting tal-
ent early on in their careers.We
are delighted to welcome Sum-
itNagal to the Bank of Baroda
family. 

Rajesh Kumar Dwivedi, 56,
has assumed charge as Bharat
Heavy Electricals Limited
(BHEL) director (finance) of the
Maharatna Public Sec-
tor engineering and
manufacturing enter-
prise. Prior to this,
Dwivedi has been Gen-
eral Manager & Head -
Corporate Finance in
BHEL.  Dwivedi joined
BHEL as Executive Trainee
(Finance) in 1992 and brings
with him rich and diverse
experience of more than 32
years across various verticals
encompassing business strate-

gies, manufacturing and proj-
ect construction in the power
sector along with Board level
exposure of holding additional

charge of Director
(Finance) in Heavy
Engineering Corpo-
ration Limited,
Ranchi since Sep-
tember, 2022. He has
been instrumental
in promoting the cost

management profession in
the country through his active
association at all levels of his
mother institution i.e. The
Institute of Cost Accountants
of India.

Rajesh Kr Dwivedi takes charge
as  BHEL director (finance)

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 22 JUNE

Government initiatives such
as Startup India, Make in
India, New Education Policy,
and others have played an
important role in creating
employment for people in
private sector on such a large
scale, Vivek Singh, Professor
at NMIMS University, Econ-
omist and Political Analyst, said
on Saturday. 

According to HSBC's flash
Purchasing Managers' Index
(PMI) data, output growth
across India's private sector
regained growth in June with
business activity increasing at
quicker rates among manu-
facturing companies and serv-
ices firms while hiring of work-
ers shot up to an 18-year high.

"It is a matter of great hap-
piness that the record has
been broken in the last 18 years
and the private sector has
done the most job creation in
the month of June 2024,"
Singh said.

The final manufacturing,
services and composite PMI
figure grew by 0.4 percentage
points to 60.9 in June, com-
pared to a downward revised
figure of 60.5 in May.

"Increased business activ-
ities and growth in sales have
had an impact that so many
jobs have been created in the
private sector," said Singh.

Maitreyi Das, Global Econ-
omist at HSBC, stated that the
composite flash PMI ticked up
in June, supported by rises in
both the manufacturing and
service sectors, with the for-
mer recording a faster pace of
growth.

Govt initiatives played vital role
in creating jobs for people in
private sector: Economist

SCOPE 

Indian Railway Catering and
Tourism Corporation Ltd.
(IRCTC)  celebrated the 10th
International Yoga Day on 21
June. IRCTC organised yoga
session at the Railway Club,
State Entry road, New Delhi
where over 200 IRCTC employ-
ees and their family members
participated in a rejuvenating
morning yoga session. Similar
yoga sessions were mirrored
in zonal and regional offices
including Mumbai, Kolkata,
Chennai, Secunderabad and
Chandigarh. These yoga ses-
sions were conducted by cer-
tified yoga instructors and
were designed to cater to
individuals of all ages and fit-
ness levels.   Sanjay Kumar
Jain, Chairman & Managing
Director of IRCTC, addressed
the participants, emphasizing
the importance of incorporat-
ing yoga into daily routines.
IRCTC's celebration of the
10th International Yoga Day
reflects its dedication to the
health and well-being of its
workforce and the communi-
ty at large. By promoting
yoga, IRCTC aims to enhance
the quality of life and con-
tribute to a healthier, more
balanced society.

Under the aegis of the Min-
istry of Heavy Industries, the
10th International Day of
Yoga was celebrated with
great enthusiasm today by
BHEL at its township in Noida.
H.D. Kumaraswamy,  Union
Minister of Steel and Heavy
Industries graced the event
with his presence.  
Kamran Rizvi, Secretary (HI)
and Vijay Mittal, Joint Secre-
tary  were also present on the
occasion.  KS Murthy, CMD,
BHEL, and Functional Direc-
tors on the board of BHEL
participated in the event,
along with other senior offi-
cials of MHI & BHEL. Address-
ing the gathering,
Kumaraswamy said that,
"Yoga is India's Gift to the
World", and that the Interna-
tional Day of Yoga has posi-
tioned India as the 'Spiritual
Guru' to the world. He further
urged everyone to take up
Yoga as a part of their daily
life and reap its benefits.

Chenab Valley Power Project
Private Limited (CVPPPL), a
Joint Venture of NHPC LTD
(51%) and JKSPDC (49%) has
signed an Agreement with
Power Finance Corporation
Limited, (PFC) a Maharatna
Central Public Sector Enter-
prise and leading NBFC under
the Ministry of Power, for
Term Loan of Rs 1869.265
Crore. With this agreement, the
Financial Closure for Kiru
HEP for Rs 3738.53 crore has
been achieved. As per the

Agreement, the Loan will be
used to Develop and Construct
theGreenfieldKiru Hydro Elec-
tric Project (4x156 MW) on the
River Chenab in the Kishtwar
District of Jammu & Kashmir. 

SAIL recognised  one of India's  best
employers among nation-builders �24

Steel Authority of India Lim-
ited (SAIL)  announced that
it has been recognised as
one of India's best employ-
ers  among nation-builders
for 2024 by Great Place To
Work Institute India. This
prestigious award acknowl-
edges SAIL's legacy ofunwa-
vering commitment to nation-
building and the company's
efforts to create a high-trust

workplace culture. 
Earlier, in December 2023,
SAIL had secured the 'Great
Place to Work' certification
for December 2023 to Decem-
ber 2024 by the Great Place
to Work Institute, India. On
behalf of SAIL, the award
was received by  KK Singh,
Director (Personnel), SAIL
on 19 June in an award cer-
emony at Mumbai. 

State Bank of India, local head office in Kolkata and Senior officials
Residential Complex at Alipore, celebrated International Yoga Day
with great enthusiasm. The event featured a morning yoga ses-
sion led by renowned yoga instructor Abhijit Ghosh of VYASA,
promoting physical and mental well-being among employees. 

Standing Conference of Public Enterprises observed the 10th
International Day of Yoga (IDY) at SCOPE Social Interaction Cen-
tre, Lodhi Road, New Delhi.  Atul Sobti DG, SCOPE along with
employees participated in a Yoga session and inspirited them
to imbibe and practice yoga in their daily lives. 

INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY CELEBRATION

Eight lakh National Cadet Corps
cadets celebrated the 10th Inter-
national Day of Yoga by participat-
ing in yoga sessions organised by
NCC across the country on 21 June
21.  Chief of the Army Staff-desig-
nate Lt Gen UpendraDwivedi, who
is currently Vice Chief of the Army
Staff, led the celebrations at an
event organised by the Indian
Army HQs, Delhi area at the Cariap-
pa Parade Ground, Delhi Cantt.

MINISTRY OF CIVIL AVIATION & AAI 

Ministry of Civil Aviation in association with AAI organised an
event on 10th International Yoga Day at Rajiv Gandhi Bhavan, New
Delhi. The event was startedwith lighting of lamp by Kinjarapu
Rammohan Naidu, Union Minister of Civil Aviation in the presence
of V  Vualnam, Secretary, MoCA, Sanjeev Kumar, Chairman, AAI
and other senior officials of MoCA, BCAS, DGCA and AAI. 

INDIAN COAST GUARD 

The Indian Coast Guard  celebrated International Yoga Day on
21 June, embracing the AYUSH Mantralaya's theme of 'Yoga for
Self and Society'. Coordinated yoga sessions were held simulta-
neously at more than60 Coast Guard locations spread across
the nation along the coast and Islands. 

PUNJAB NATIONAL BANK 

Punjab National Bank celebrated the 10th International Yoga
Day with a focus on the theme - Yoga for self and society. The
PNB Parivaar united across various zones, circles, and the PNB
Head Office, participating in early morning interactive yoga ses-
sions.  On the occasion,  Atul Kumar Goel, MD & CEO of PNB,
said: "Yoga is not merely a set of physical exercises; it is a pro-
found practice that unites the mind, body, and spirit. It pro-
motes inner peace and harmony, which in turn fosters a more
connected and compassionate society. A healthy employee is a
productive employee, and a productive employee contributes
to the growth and success of the organisation."

THDC INDIA LIMITED

THDC India Limitedcelebrated 10th International Yoga Day with
the theme "Yoga for Self and Society" at its Corporate Office in
Rishikesh, as well as across all projects and unit offices, across the
nation.  RK Vishnoi, Chairman and Managing Director, conveyed
his heartfelt best wishes on the occasion of 10th International
Yoga Day at Community Centre, Corporate Office, Rishikesh. 

NMDC

India's largest iron ore producer, NMDC celebrated the 10th
International Day of Yoga with great enthusiasm, in tandem
with this year's theme 'Yoga for Self and Society'. Over 500
employees & their families across projects all over the country
participated in yoga sessions, underlining NMDC's commitment
to promoting health, well-being, and harmony within and out-
side the NMDC community.

This year, the 10th Interna-
tional Day of Yoga is being
celebrated with the theme
"Yoga for Self and Society."
The 10 th International Yoga
Day was organised by North-
ern Railway at Karnail Singh
Stadium, New Delhi  Jaya
Varma Sinha, Chairman &
Chief Executive Officer, Rail-
way Board,   Anil Kumar Khan-
delwal, Member Infrastruc-
ture, Railway Board, Satish
Kumar Member Traction and
Rolling Stock. 

EASTERN RLY 

The 10th International Day of
Yoga celebrated on 21 June in
a befitting manner with huge
gusto & enthusiasm. Milind K.
Deouskar, General Manager
along with Additional General
Manager, Principal heads of
Departments and other offi-
cers of Eastern Railway took
part in the yoga programme
at Belvedere Park Officers
Club, Kolkata wherein the fac-
ulty member of Advanced
Meditation Programme and
State Council Member/Art of
Living administered the com-
mon yoga protocol among
the officers & staff. Interna-
tional Yoga Day also observed
at all the four Divisions &
Workshops of Eastern Railway
with great ability & zeal. 

POWERGRID
POWERGRID's Team Corpo-
rate Communications has
been featured in India's 30 Top
Corporate Communications
Teams for the fourth time by
Reputation Today. 

The team led by Anshuman
Tandon, CGM Corporate Com-
munications POWERGRID,
along with Ravi Kumar, DGM
(Corp. Comm.) and Akshat
Chopra, Asst. Manager (Corp.
Comm.) received the award
at an event held in Bengalu-
ru. 

POWERGRID is the only
PSU to feature in this presti-
gious list. POWERGRID has
jumped 5 places from its last
ranking.

NMDC unveils  R &D

facility in H�bad

India's largest iron ore produc-
er, NMDC, unveiled its new state-
of-the-art Research and Devel-
opment centre in Patancheru,
Hyderabad to advance innova-
tion in mineral processing and
sustainable steel technology.
The Navratna company has
made strategic investments of over
Rs 150 crore for research and devel-
opment in the past 5 years and
Rs 50 crore towards building the
new R&D Centre. The centre to
support industry players to make
interventions in maximising min-
eral recovery and ensuring min-
eral security for India.

Coal India commences
Swachhta Pakhwada 

Swachhta Pakhwada com-
menced at  Coal India with  PM
Prasad, Chairman, Coal India,
administering swachhta pledge
to employees at the compa-
ny's corporate office in Kolkata.
Prasad also inaugurated a
kiosk for collecting e-waste for
recycling and flagged off a
'Swachhta Rath', which will tra-
verse the city to collect e-
waste.  

The Pakhwada will contin-
ue till 30 June.

NCC CADETS PERFORM YOGA 

Union minister for finance and corporate affairs Nirmala Sitharaman addresses a press conference after 53 GST council meeting in
New Delhi,on Saturday. IANS 

"It is a matter of
great happiness that
the record has been
broken in the last 18
years and the private
sector has done the
most job creation in
the month of June
2024�



C M Y K

KOLKATA, 23 JUNE 2024 09
Israeli strikes on tent camps near
Rafah kill at least 25 and wound 50
Israel has previously bombed locations in the vicinity of the �humanitarian zone� in Muwasi
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
DEIR AL-BALAH, 22 JUNE

I
sraeli forces shelled tent
camps for displaced
Palestinians outside
Gaza’s southern city of

Rafah on Friday, killing at
least 25 people and wound-
ing another 50, according to
the territory’s health officials
and emergency workers.

This was the latest deadly
attack in the Gaza Strip, where
hundreds of thousands have
fled fighting between Israel and
Hamas. It comes less than a
month after an Israeli bomb-
ing triggered a deadly fire that
tore through a camp for dis-
placed Palestinians in south-
ern Gaza, drawing widespread
international outrage — includ-
ing from some of Israel’s clos-
est allies — over the military’s
expanding offensive into Rafah.

Witnesses whose relatives
died in one of the bombard-
ments near a Red Cross field
hospital north of Rafah told The
Associated Press that Israeli
forces fired a second volley that
killed people who came out
of their tents.

The International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross said
the hospital was flooded with
casualties, including 22 dead
and 45 wounded, and con-
demned the firing of “high-cal-
iber projectiles” a few meters

(yards) from the facility. Hun-
dreds of people live in tents
nearby, including many of
the hospital staff, the ICRC said.

According to Ahmed Rad-
wan, a spokesperson for Civil
Defense first responders in
Rafah, witnesses told rescue
workers about Friday’s shelling
at two locations in a coastal
area that has become filled with
makeshift tents. The Health
Ministry in Gaza reported the
number of people killed and
wounded in the attacks.

The locations of the attacks
provided by the Civil Defense
and the Red Cross hospital
appear to be just outside an
Israeli-designated safe zone on
the Mediterranean coast,
known as Muwasi. The Israeli

military said the episode was
under review but that “there
is no indication that a strike
was carried out by the IDF”
inside the safe zone, using an
acronym for Israel’s armed
forces. It did not offer details
on the episode or say what the
intended targets might have
been.

Israel has previously
bombed locations in the vicin-
ity of the “humanitarian zone”
in Muwasi, a rural area with
no water or sewage systems
where displaced Palestinians
have built tent camps in recent
months.

Israel says it is targeting
Hamas fighters and infra-
structure and that it tries to
minimize civilian deaths. It

blames the large number of
civilian casualties on mili-
tants and says it’s because
they operate among the pop-
ulation.

With Israel’s war against
Hamas now in its ninth month,
international criticism is grow-
ing over the campaign of sys-
tematic destruction in Gaza,
at a huge cost in civilian lives.
The top United Nations court
has concluded there is a “plau-
sible risk of genocide” in Gaza
— a charge Israel strongly
denies.

The attack near the Red
Cross hospital began with a
munition that only made a
loud bang and bright flash, said
Mona Ashour, who lost her
husband after he went to

investigate what was hap-
pening.

“We were in our tent, and
they hit with a ‘sound bomb’
near the Red Cross tents, and
then my husband came out
at the first sound,” Ashour said,
holding back tears while
clutching a young girl outside
Nasser Hospital in nearby
Khan Younis.

“And then they hit with the
second one, which was a lit-
tle closer to the entrance of
the Red Cross,” she said.

Hasan al-Najjar said his
sons were killed helping peo-
ple who panicked after the first
strike.

”My two sons went after
they heard the women and
children screaming,” he said
at the hospital. “They went to
save the women, and they
struck with the second pro-
jectile, and my sons were
martyred. They struck the
place twice.”

The hospital’s location is
known to all parties in the con-
flict and marked with the Red
Cross emblem, the ICRC noted
on Friday. The 60-bed field hos-
pital was opened in mid-May
to provide emergency sur-
geries, obstetric, pediatric
and outpatient care, accord-
ing to a news release at the
time, which shows white tents
covering an area about the size
of a soccer field.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
SEOUL, 22 JUNE

A nuclear-powered United
States aircraft carrier arrived
Saturday in South Korea for
a three-way exercise stepping
up their military training to
cope with North Korean threats
that escalated with its alignment
with Russia.

The arrival of the USS
Theodore Roosevelt strike
group in Busan came a day after
South Korea summoned the
Russian ambassador to protest
a pact reached between Russ-
ian President Vladimir Putin and
North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un this week that pledges
mutual defense assistance in
the event of war. South Korea
says the deal poses a threat to
its security and warned that it
could consider sending arms
to Ukraine to help fight off the
Russian invasion as a response
— a move that would surely ruin
its relations with Moscow.

Following a meeting
between their defense chiefs
in Singapore earlier in June, the
United States, South Korea
and Japan announced Freedom
Edge. The new multidomain
exercise is aimed at sharpen-
ing the countries’ combined
response in various areas of
operation, including air, sea and
cyberspace.

The Theodore Roosevelt
strike group will participate in
the exercise that is expected to
start within June. South Korea’s

military didn’t immediately
confirm specific details of the
training.

South Korea’s navy said in
a statement that the arrival of
Theodore Roosevelt demon-
strates the strong defense pos-
ture of the allies and “stern will-
ingness to respond to advanc-
ing North Korean threats.” The
carrier’s visit comes seven
months after another U.S. air-
craft carrier, the USS Carl Vin-
son, came to South Korea in a
show of strength against the
North.

The Theodore Roosevelt
strike group also participat-
ed in a three-way exercise with
South Korean and Japanese
naval forces in April in the dis-
puted East China Sea, where
worries about China’s terri-
torial claims are rising.

In the face of growing
North Korean threats, the
United States, South Korea
and Japan have expanded
their combined training and
boosted the visibility of strate-
gic U.S. military assets in
the region, seeking to intim-
idate the North.

US aircraft carrier arrives in
South Korea as a show of force
against nuclear-armed N Korea

I have fond memories of the heartwarming hospitality I received from
her majesty the queen and the royal family, making me feel like I was
part of their family.

JAPAN'S EMPEROR NARUHITO
AS HE BEGINS HIS DELAYED UK STATE VISIT

CITY                      MAX(°C)  MIN(°C)

SINGAPORE 32 24 H
HONG KONG 31 27 H
TOKYO 21 10 CL
LONDON 20 08 S
DUBAI 33 22 S
SAN FRANCISCO 15 06 R
NEW YORK 14 06 H
MOSCOW 12 05 H

S= sunny, CL= clear, H=hazy,
R= rainy...

WEATHER

Nurse, security guards

injured after knife assault in

Sydney hospital: A male

offender armed with a

knife has been arrested

after three security guards

and one nurse got injured

at a Sydney hospital. At

around 11:30 p.m. local

time on Friday night, police

were called to a hospital in

Westmead following

reports of a man having

assaulted staff. The health

precinct is located approxi-

mately 20 km west of Syd-

ney's central business dis-

trict. IANS

Heavy rain hits South Korea:

Heavy rains pounded south-

ern regions in South Korea

on Saturday, including the

southernmost resort island

of Jeju, with the govt initiat-

ing anti-disaster operations to

brace for emergencies. A

heavy rain advisory is issued

when rainfall is expected to

exceed 60 mm in three hours

or 110 mm in 12 hours. The

warning level has been ele-

vated to "caution". IANS

THUMBNAILS

Russian strikes continue
to target Ukrainian energy
facilities, say officials
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
KYIV, 22 JUNE

Russia launched a new bar-
rage of missiles and drones in
an overnight attack on Ukraine,
officials in Kyiv said Saturday
morning, damaging energy
facilities in the country’s
southeast and west and injur-
ing at least two energy work-
ers.

In its eighth major attack
on Ukrainian power plants
since Moscow intensified
energy infrastructure attacks
three months ago, Russia
fired 16 missiles and 13 Sha-
hed drones at energy facil-
ities and critical infrastruc-
ture, the Ukrainian air force
said.

Ukraine’s air defenses
intercepted 12 of the 16
missiles and all 13 drones
launched by Russia, the air
force said.

State-owned power grid
operator Ukrenergo said the
strikes damaged equipment
at facilities in Ukraine’s
southeastern Zaporizhzhia
region and western Lviv
region.

Two energy workers were
injured in the Zaporizhzhia
region when a fire broke
out at an energy facility,
according to regional Gov.
Ivan Fedorov.

With no major changes
reported along the 1,000-kilo-
meter (600-mile) front line,
where a recent push by the
Kremlin’s forces in eastern
and northeastern Ukraine
has made only incremental
gains, both sides have taken
aim at infrastructure tar-
gets, seeking to curb each

other’s ability to fight in a war
that is now in its third year.

Moscow’s overnight attack
on Zaporizhzhia and Lviv fol-
lows Ukrainian military
strikes on three oil refiner-
ies in southern Russia
overnight into Friday, as per
reports.

Ukraine is struggling to
cope with a new wave of
rolling blackouts after relent-
less Russian attacks took
out half the country’s power
generation capacity, as per
reports.

In other developments,
the governor of eastern
Ukraine’s partly occupied
Donetsk region said Satur-
day that Russian attacks
had killed five people and
wounded a further seven
the previous day.

A policeman was killed in
the partly occupied region
of Kherson as a result of a
Russian drone attack on a
checkpoint, the Ukrainian
National Police said.

In Russia, air defense
systems overnight destroyed
five drones over the Sea of
Azov and the country’s west-
ern Bryansk and Smolensk
regions, the Russian Ministry
of Defense said.

Bird flu outbreak at US dairy farms cause public health concerns: The ongoing bird flu outbreak at US dairy farms has heightened concerns among public health experts as more dairy herds have

tested positive for the virus in recent months. The influenza A (H5N1) virus, commonly known as bird flu, is widespread in wild birds worldwide and has been circulating in US poultry since 2022,

reports Xinhua news agency. However, the situation escalated in late 2023 when the virus is believed to have jumped from birds to dairy cows at a Texas farm. This was followed by a human

infection in April linked to exposure to infected cattle. To date, three human cases of infection have been reported, bringing the total number of US H5N1 cases to four, including one case in

2022 linked to poultry exposure, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The virus had been confirmed in at least 115 dairy herds across 12 states as of Thursday,

according to the latest tally posted on the US Department of Agriculture's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service website. The CDC noted that while the current public health risk is low, it is

watching the situation carefully and working with states to monitor people with animal exposures. IANS

Italy recovers 14 more bod-

ies after migrant shipwreck:

The Italian coast guard has

recovered 14 more bodies

from last week�s shipwreck

in the Ionian Sea off the

southern Italian coastline,

bringing to 34 the number

of known victims from the

sinking. Dozens are still miss-

ing and presumed dead. The

bodies, recovered on Friday,

were transferred to a port

in Calabria. Three coast

guard ships were active in

the air-and-sea search, some

190 kilometres (120 miles)

from shore. AP

TENDER
E-TENDER NOTICE

The Office of undersigned invites 
E-Tender Notice No. 03 / EO / MNG /
JAL of 2024-25 Of THE
EXECUTIVE OFFICER MAY-
NAGURI PANCHAYAT SAMITY,
Dated: 21-06-2024.

Last date of bid submission is 26-06-
2024 up to 17-55 hrs. For further
details, please visit the website:
www.wbtenders.gov.in

Notice is also available in office
notice board during office time.

Sd/-
Executive Officer

Maynaguri Panchayat Samity

E-TENDER NOTICE
The Office of undersigned invites
E-Tender Notice No. 04 / EO /
MNG / JAL of 2024-25 Of THE
EXECUTIVE OFFICER MAY-
NAGURI PANCHAYAT SAMITY,
Dated: 21-06-2024.
Last date of bid submission is 05-
07-2024 up to 18-00 hrs. For fur-
ther details, please visit the web-
site: www.wbtenders. gov.in
Notice is also available in office
notice board during office time.

Sd/-
Executive Officer

Maynaguri Panchayat Samity

OFFICE OF THE
SAKOAJHORA II GRAM

PANCHAYAT
Notice Inviting Tender

eTender is invited by the AOP
Upa Samiti, Sakoajhora II GP by
e-NIT No.: 001 / SAKO-II / 
2024-25, Dated: 18-06-2024. The
last date & time of bid submission
is 02-07-2024 up to 18-55 hours.
For details, visit: www.
wbtenders.gov.in

Sd/-
Pradhan & Sanchalak

Artho O Parikalpana Upa
Samiti, Sakoajhora II GP

SILIGURI MUNICIPAL
CORPORATION

e-Tender Notice
02 (two) Nos. E-Tender Notice vide (1) NIT-06 /
WBMAD / SMC / PW / 24-25, dt. 05-06-2024 and
(2) NIT-07 / WBMAD / SMC / PW / 24-25, dt. 
05-06-2024 is / are hereby invited from reliable,
resourceful, bona fide, eligible contractors. For
details please visit: https://wbtenders.gov.in or
the Office Notice Board of SMC. Corrigendum or
addendum if issued will be published only on web-
site.

Sd/-
Commissioner, SMC

e-TENDER NOTICE
Office of the Block

Development Officer
Kranti Development Block

Kranti, Jalpaiguri
e-Tender have been invited by the
undersigned for different works
vide e-NIT No. WB / 004 /
BDOKNT / 24-25, WB / 005 /
BDOKNT / 24-25 & WB / 006 /
BDOKNT / 24-25 Dated: 
20-06-2024. Last date of submis-
sion of bid through online: 
04-07-2024 up to 12-00 hrs. For
details please visit: https://wbten
ders.gov.in from 20-06-2024 from
17-00 hrs. respectively.

Sd/-
EO & BDO

Kranti Development Block
Kranti, Jalpaiguri
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India to start e-medical visa
facility for Bangladesh nationals
India will also open a new consulate in Rangpur, Bangladesh to facilitate services for people

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 22 JUNE 

I
ndia will start an e-
medical visa facility for
Bangladesh nationals
coming to India for

medical treatment, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Saturday after the
meeting between the two
delegations here in the
national capital on Saturday.

India will also open a new
consulate in Rangpur,
Bangladesh to facilitate serv-
ices for people in the north-
west region of the country.

The two Prime Ministers
addressed the media after
meeting at Hyderabad House
on Saturday.

PM Modi emphasised the
two leaders have met several

times in last one year, adding
that this visit is special because
PM Sheikh Hasina is India's first
state guest in the third tenure
of the NDA government.

"In the last one year, we have
met 10 times, but today's
meeting is special because
PM Hasina is the first state guest
of our third government.

Bangladesh is crucial for our
Neighbourhood First policy, Act
East Policy, Vision SAGAR, and
Indo-Pacific vision. We have
completed several develop-
mental programmes togeth-
er in the last year," PM Modi
said at the press statement.

"India will start e-medical
visas for Bangladesh nation-

als coming to India for med-
ical treatment. India has decid-
ed to open a new Assistant High
Commission in Rangpur to
benefit the people in the north-
west part of Bangladesh," he
further said.

Ahead of the T20 World
Cup Super 8 clash between
India and Bangladesh today,
PM Modi also gave best wish-
es to both teams.

"I also give my best wish-
es to both India and Bangladesh
cricket teams for today's
match," he said.

Prime Minister Modi fur-
ther said that India and
Bangladesh have started trad-
ing in Indian Rupees. He also
highlighted the electricity
export from Nepal to
Bangladesh using the Indian
grid.

He added the two countries
have decided to start talks at
the technical level for the
renewal of the Ganga River
treaty. A technical team will also
travel to Bangladesh to review
the protection and manage-
ment of the Teesta River in
Bangladesh.

"The sixth rail link between
India and Bangladesh has
started between Jakhoda and
Agartala has started. Cargo
services have been started for
our north-eastern states with
the Khulna-Mongla Port...
Trade in Indian Rupees has
started between the two coun-
tries. The world's longest river
cruise on the Ganges River
between India and
Bangladesh has been suc-
cessfully completed," PM
Modi said.

'Project Tiger�, �Project Elephant' will pave way for conservation of tigers, elephants in UP
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
LUCKNOW, 22 JUNE  

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has initiated schemes
for the development of for-
est areas, sanctuaries, and
reserves, including the con-
servation of various species
such as tigers and elephants. 

As a result, initiatives are
underway to not only pro-
tect wildlife in tiger and ele-
phant reserves but also to
identify and develop the
immense tourism potential
hidden in these areas. 

Notably, this process has
opened up opportunities
for increased revenue
through tourism develop-
ment in the state, while also
enhancing the pathways for
the conservation of tigers, ele-
phants and other protected

animals. In alignment with
this, the state has initiated
preparations to accelerate
various projects aimed at
conserving tigers and ele-

phants in the state.
It is noteworthy that the

government has initiated
‘Project Tiger’ and ‘Project
Elephant’ in the country for

the conservation of tigers and
elephants, respectively, under
the leadership of the double-
engine government. This
project is also being imple-

mented in various reserves
across UP, officials here on
Saturday disclosed. 

In addition, work is under-
way at various levels in the
state under this project, and
to boost these efforts, the Yogi
government has allocated
financial assistance received
from the central govern-
ment as a state share. 

The Principal Chief Con-
servator of Forests and the
Head of the Department
have been informed about
this through a government
order issued on this matter. 

A total amount of Rs 5.31
crore has been released for
the project in the financial
year 2024-25.

The amount released
under the project will be
utilized across various items.
It will pave the way for the

purchase of machines, plants
and equipment and the com-
pletion of construction works. 

Additionally, the funds
can be used for office expens-
es, wages and other expens-
es as well. 

It is noteworthy that devel-
opment work for various
tourist facilities in the tourist
areas of Reserve Forest
Regions in Uttar Pradesh is
ongoing. 

Moreover, construction
activities are also underway
in the core area reserves of
forests, including the con-
struction of water bodies,
aimed at completing various
tasks for wildlife conserva-
tion. 

The process of utilizing
funds for these activities
will expedite their comple-
tion.

BSP convenes crucial meeting 
today, Akash Anand may rejoin party
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, 22 JUNE 

The Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) will hold a crucial
meeting in Lucknow on Sun-
day to review its disastrous
performance in the recent
Lok Sabha polls. It is also like-
ly that Akash Anand, the
nephew of party chief
Mayawati, will rejoin the
party.

The indications of Akash
Anand's return gained
momentum after he was
designated as a star cam-
paigner for the upcoming
Uttarakhand and Punjab
assembly by-elections on
Saturday. Mayawati herself
had appointed him as the
party's national coordinator
and her political heir in
December 2023.

Akash Anand's name was
listed second after Mayawati
in the star campaigners'
lists for Uttarakhand and

Punjab.
The BSP is contesting

the assembly by-elections in
both states.

A BSP source said that
Akash Anand was relieved of
party responsibilities by
Mayawati during the Lok
Sabha elections. However, his
inclusion in the star cam-
paigners' lists for two states
indicates that his return to
the party has now been
finalised.

On May 8 last year, dur-
ing the Lok Sabha cam-
paigning and on the day of
the third phase of polling,

Mayawati removed her
nephew Akash Anand (29)
from the position of BSP
national coordinator and
as her ‘political successor’ just
five months after his
appointment.

Mayawati said she took
the decision in the interest
of the party and the move-
ment until the time Akash
Anand gains “full maturity”.

Mayawati  had taken
action against Akash Anand
after an FIR was registered
against her nephew and four
others on April 28 for alleged-
ly using objectionable lan-
guage at a poll rally in Sita-
pur, in violation of the Model
Code of Conduct.

Akash Anand had report-
edly also made some inde-
cent comments about Azad
Samaj Party president Chan-
drashekhar Azad during
campaigning in the Nagina
seat, which had irked the
Dalit community. 

SBSP chief Om Prakash Rajbhar
dissolves all units of his party
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 22 JUNE 

After a setback in the recent
Lok Sabha election, Om
Prakash Rajbhar, the chief of
Suheldev Bharatiya Samaj
Party (SBSP), on Saturday dis-
solved all units of the party.

The party's National Gen-
eral Secretary, Arvind Rajbhar,
issued a letter stating that all
major units, including the
Uttar Pradesh executive com-
mittee, the Purvanchal, Mad-
hyanchal, Bundelkhand, and
Paschimanchal units at the
regional, district, Assembly
and block levels, along with all
the fronts and cells have been
dissolved with an immediate
effect.

Following the defeat in the

Lok Sabha elections, the party's
focus is now on the 2027
Assembly elections.

Notably, SBSP lost the only
seat -- Ghosi -- it contested in
the recently concluded gen-
eral elections. Arvind Rajbhar,
son of the party chief, contested
from this parliamentary con-
stituency but was defeated by
Samajwadi Party's Rajeev Rai.

The defeat led the party to
review its performance, fol-
lowing which the decision to
dissolve all units was made.

Party leaders have stated
that after dissolving all exec-
utive bodies, a new organisa-
tion will be formed with fresh
vigour to focus on reestab-
lishing itself for the upcom-
ing 2027 Assembly elections.

Violence in Ferozabad after Dalit youth
dies in jail; Mayawati demands action 
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
FIROZABAD, 22 JUNE 

An irate mob indulged in
arson in Ferozabad on Friday
night after a Dalit youth died
in judicial custody. 

According to reports of the
incident, Akash, a prisoner
who was sent to jail on theft
charges, died yesterday after
which his family members and
supporters created a ruckus.
Angry people pelted stones
at the police team and burnt
a police bike. 

Many policemen were
injured in stone pelting. Many
officers including the CO
and City Magistrate had to run
for their lives.

BSP supremo Mayawati
has issued a statement here

on Saturday on the death of
a prisoner in Firozabad dis-
trict jail. She has demanded
strict action against the guilty
policemen. She said that the
people who raised their voice
against  the police atrocities
should be released immedi-
ately and the cases regis-
tered against them should also
be withdrawn.

Mayawati said on social

site X that the way a Dalit youth
was killed in jail in Firozabad
district of UP is very sad.
The government should take
strict action against the guilty
police personnel and also
provide full help to the vic-
tim's family.  Meanwhile ,IG
Deepak Kumar has said that
the matter will be investigated
by the District Level Judicial
Officer.

Police Commissioners 
of Lucknow, Prayagraj
transferred post LS polls
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, 22 JUNE 

After Lok Sabha polls , Uttar
Pradesh government has
gone on a transfer spree with
shifting several senior IPS
officers on Saturday.

According to official
sources here, Police com-
missioners of Lucknow and
Prayagraj have been changed.
IPS Amarendra Kumar Sen-
gar will be the new Police
Commissioner of Lucknow
and Tarun Gaba has been
appointed Police Commis-
sioner Prayagraj.

Rajesh Dwivedi has been
appointed to the post of SP

Kumbh Prayagraj.
Outgoing Police Com-

missioner of Lucknow  S B Shi-
radkar has been appointed
ADG, Lucknow.  Similarly , out
going police commissioner
of Prayagraj Ramit Sharma has
been made ADG , Bareilly
Zone.  Premchand Meena
has been appointed ADG
Police Housing Corporation
Lucknow.  Prashant Kumar II
has been appointed IG Range
Lucknow.Vinod Kumar Singh
has been appointed ADG
Cyber Crime UP, Prakash D
has been made ADG, Railways
and Jai Narayan Singh has
been appointed ADG PTC
Sitapur.

Flood crisis continues in Assam,
3.90 lakh people affected: Officials
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
GUWAHATI, 22 JUNE 

Over 3.90 lakh people in Assam
remain affected due to con-
tinued widespread flooding in
the state, officials reported on
Saturday.

Despite a slight improve-
ment due to receding rainfall,
19 districts in Assam remain
heavily impacted by floods, offi-
cials stated. The death toll from
this year's floods, landslides,
and storms in Assam has
reached 37, with one person
reported missing, officials
confirmed. According to Assam
State Disaster Management
Authority 3,90,491 people
across the state have been
affected due to the floods.
Karimganj district has been
the hardest hit, with over 2.40

lakh people affected by the
floods.

Key rivers, including Kopili
at Kampur and Dharamtul,
Barak at BP Ghat, and Kushi-
yara in Karimganj, were report-
ed to be flowing above the dan-
ger level. More than 100 relief
camps, sheltering over 15,000
people, are operational, along
with 125 relief distribution cen-
tres. Houses, cattle sheds,
roads, bridges, embankments,
and other infrastructure have
sustained damage in various
districts, according to offi-
cials. 

Meanwhile, the Assam
Higher Education Depart-
ment has extended the date
of admissions to undergrad-
uate courses in colleges  as the
monsoon flood has impact-
ed the whole process.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 22 JUNE

I
ndia’s off-spin stalwart
Ravichandran Ashwin
hailed Gautam Gambhir,
one of the frontrunners

for the next India head coach’s
role as a “very misunderstood
person”, while opening up
about his relationship with the
two-time World Cup-winning
former India opener on the side-
lines of the launch of his book
- A Kutti Cricket Story. 

Recalling his interaction
with Gambhir during his first
full Test series for India in 2012,
Ashwin revealed that the open-
ing batter was one of the very
few from outside his home
state of Tamil Nadu to give
him a lot of confidence as a new-
comer. “I was playing my first
full series. I only carried drinks
during the first two years before
the World Cup in 2011. Gautam
gave me a lot of confidence at
the beginning of my career. I
was not used to someone
beyond my state (Tamil Nadu)
giving me that sort of confi-
dence,” he said. 

“Gautam Gambhir is a very
misunderstood person. It's all
about perception. He is a fight-
er. The biggest issue with many
of us is that we give hero sta-
tus to someone in our mind and
forget about everyone else.
This is a sport, not a movie nar-
rative. There are no heroes and
villains. Gambhir is a com-
petitor. His desire and hunger
to win is unbelievable. I have
massive respect for him,” he
added. Ashwin, who has 744
wickets in international crick-
et, and two ICC trophies in his
cabinet, also shared an inter-
esting incident that helped
him get noticed by the legendary

Mahendra Singh Dhoni until
he finally got the IPL break-
through in the 2010 edition with
Chennai Super Kings under the
charismatic former India skip-
per. Recollecting the incident
that took place during the 2008
Challenger Trophy in Nagpur,
Ashwin felt he had done his bit
to finally grab the attention of
Dhoni.

“It’s an evolving relationship.
MS didn’t even know someone
like me existed in 2008. And
because of that, I made it my
life’s goal — from 2009, it was
to get the wicket of MS Dhoni.
When a person has a goal like
this, he will go crazy when an

opportunity to achieve it pops
up,” he said.

“We were playing the Chal-
lenger Trophy, and I bowled an
unbelievable spell. MS would
struggle through that spell in
Nagpur. Once, when he tried
to play, the ball went through
his gates. I got him out in the
final. From then on, I think he
saw somebody with skill, and
the relationship matured,” he
said. Ashwin said once a play-
er earned the trust of Dhoni, then
he would get ample chances to
prove himself. 

“One of MS’ usual qualities
is that, if he decides this horse
(a player) is not ready to race,
he will not use you. He needs
to know you’re a horse. But, once
he knows you’re a horse, only
when you feel like giving up, he
will look past you. That is MS
Dhoni; he believes in you,” he
added.  Ashwin had a limited
role to play in India’s epochal
2011 World Cup victory, under
the leadership of Dhoni but
mentioned how then head
coach Gary Kirsten and the
whole team did not make him
feel unwanted.

“After winning (the WC),
Gary called me over and said
we have not done justice to your
talent. You have waited two years,
but make no mistake, take it from
me — you will achieve far
greater things, and I am upset
that I will not be a part of it,”
he reflected. “So, Gary actual-
ly resigned (as head coach)
with me first before announc-
ing it outside (laughs). It was
surprising for me because in all
these two years, Gary actually
spoke, maybe, 100 lines to me.
Gary was a man of few words
and an outstanding human
being,” he added. In fact, Ash-
win was used sparingly even in
the run-up to that World Cup.
He offered a reason for that.

“One of the reasons why MS
did not play me leading up to
the World Cup (2011) was the
novelty factor. But eventually,
I figured out that they would
play me. “I was about to play
the match against Pakistan
(2nd semifinal in Mohali). But,
they decided to opt for an extra
fast bowler because there was
heavy dew the previous day
there,” he concluded.

Ashwin hailed Gautam Gambhir, one of the frontrunners for the next India head coach�s role

AGENCIES
LAGOS, 22 JUNE

The No.1 ranked women’s
national player Sreeja Akula con-
tinued her dominant run in the
WTT Contender Lagos as she
beat young national compa-
triot Yashaswini Ghorpade 3-
0 in the quarterfinals of the tour-
nament. Alongside Sreeja,
Sutirtha Mukherjee caused a

huge upset as she beat defend-
ing Champion and world rank-
ing number 8 Shin Yubin 3-2
to reach the semifinals. 

Despite winning the first
game 11-9, Sutirtha went on
to lose the second and third
games to fall 2-1 down (3-11,
9-11). Sutirtha, who is world-
ranked 125, showed tremen-
dous character to win the final
two games with a score of 11-

9 & 11-6 to complete the come-
back.

Sreeja Akula and Sutirtha
Mukherjee will be facing each
other in the semifinals of the
tournament. Irrespective of
who progresses to the final, his-
tory will be made as it will be
the first time that an Indian Sin-
gles player will play in the
summit clash of a WTT Con-
tender Event.

Alongside Sreeja and
Sutirtha, Ayhika Mukherjee
also booked her place in the
semifinals of the tournament
with a 3-0 victory over Egypt’s
Farida Badawy to become the
third Indian in the semifinals
in what was a great day for the
Indian contingent.

On the other hand, Manav
Thakkar bowed out of the
tournament against WR 34
and former World Champi-
onship medallist Lim Jong-
hoon (2-3) in the quarterfinals
of the tournament.

WTT : Sreeja, Sutirtha, Ayhika script
history in Nigeria, storm into semis

Hope my win will help people know what MMA, UFC is:
Puja Tomar after becoming first Indian to win UFC fight
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 22 JUNE

Puja Tomar became the first
Indian fighter to win a fight
in the Ultimate Fighting
Championship on June 9
when she went on to beat
Rayanne Dos Santos of Brazil
in the Women's 52 Kg weight
category also known as
Women's Strawweight.

"After this victory, many
people got to know what
MMA fighting because in the
place where I come from
there being a girl is a very dif-
ficult thing. After this win I
think people will now know
be it girl or boy what UFC is,"
said Puja Tomar while speak-
ing to ANI.

Her dedication and relent-
less training led her to excel
in Wushu, a martial art known
for its complex techniques,
earning her several national

championships and inter-
national recognition. And
finally, she made it to Ultimate
Fighting Championship.

"I was aware that I am the
first Indian fighter to win a
match in UFC. I was also
aware that winning this fight
is also very important for me
and hope this win changes a
lot of things," added Puja
Tomar.

Puja Tomar became the first
Indian female MMA fighter
to sign a contract with UFC
and she was aware that her
fight would open doors for
many fighters in the country.

"The moment I was get-
ting ready for the fight and
walking inside with India's
national flag then only one
thing was running in my
mind that I have to win this
fight and the only thing was
in my mind was that I have
to win because in India no one

knows what MMA is. So, it was
very important for me," said
the UFC fighter.

The moment Puja won
her bout she was very emo-
tional as she has come from
a very humble background
and had to fight all the odds
to get to where she is. Born
in Muzaffarnagar, Uttar
Pradesh, in a family of a
farmer and two sisters. The
fact that Puja was a third
child - it had a quite big
impact on her parents, whose

responsibilities multiplied.
"That thing I can never for-

get. It was an amazing thing
for me. I was very emotion-
al and it was a huge moment
for me," she said.

Puja's childhood was not
so fascinating. She said that
she likened herself to boys by
using their style of haircuts
or clothing. Street fights were
also a usual thing for her.

"The journey is very long
and I hated boys since my
childhood. Sorry to say this
but it is like this (laughs) but
in my family, everyone want-
ed a boy even my grand-
mother but not my mother.
She was the only one who sup-
ported me and loved me. My
father too wanted a boy. So,
whenever I used to see boys
I used to feel that they should
not come anywhere close to
me. So, since then it was all
about watching Jackie Chan's

movie and whenever there
used to be a fight anywhere
I used to feel like I have to beat
them up. It is then I got to know
about Ronda Rousey, MMA
fight. There were a lot of
financial problems but I still
went to martial arts. After
that it was my dream to com-
pete in UFC and win it,"
explained Puja Tomar.

Known by her nickname,
"The Cyclone," for her swift
and powerful moves, Puja
transitioned to mixed martial
arts (MMA) driven by a desire
for new challenges and broad-
er exposure. Her striking
skills, agility and resilience
quickly made her a prominent
figure in the MMA circuit.

Puja Tomar's inspiration
was none other than UFC leg-
end from the United States of
America Ronda Rousey. It
was her fights that inspired
her to get into martial arts.

Very misunderstood person,
says Ashwin on Gambhir

Golf: All 5 Indians including defending champion
Diksha shoot under-par in Czech Ladies Open
AGENCIES
BEROUN, 22 JUNE

All five Indians in the field at
the 2024 Czech Ladies Open
shot under-par scores in the
first round which saw a
weather interruption. The
best Indian was Vani Kapoor
with 4-under 68 and T-12 at
the end of the round while
amateur Avani Prashanth
was the next best at T-27
with 3-under 69. 

Ridhima Dilawari (70)
was T-39 and the top three
Indian stars Diksha Dagar, the
defending champion, Pranavi
Urs, and Tvesa Malik, card-
ed 1-under 71 each to be T-
55.

Diksha, who was the win-
ner here last year, has been
in good form since last sea-
son. She had nine Top-10s
including a win in the Czech
Republic and third place at
Indian Open and this season

her four Top-10s include a
third in Joburg. Diksha, who
is headed to the Olympics had
four birdies and three bogeys.

Vani Kapoor, the top Indi-
an, had six birdies and two
bogeys, while Avani, who
plans to turn pro at the end

of the year, had five birdies,
including four in the stretch
between the fourth and ninth
holes at Royal Beroun Golf
Club.

Chloe Williams fired a
flawless opening round of 63
(-9) to hold a two-shot lead

at the 2024 Czech Ladies
Open. It was an interrupted
day for the afternoon wave
as play was suspended at 4.12
pm (local time) due to the
threat of thunder and light-
ning but restarted at 6.10
pm (local time) with all

groups completing their first
round. But the Welshwoman,
who began her round on the
10th tee in the morning wave,
was bogey-free on the first day
at Royal Beroun Golf Club.
Williams also had two chip-
ins. It hasn’t been the best of
starts to 2024 for Williams,
who sits 120th in the LET
Order of Merit, with one top-
30 finish to her name. Fin-
land’s Sanna Nuutinen and
Sweden’s Caroline Hedwall
both sit in a share of second
place on seven-under-par
65 each. Alexandra Swayne
of the U.S. Virgin Islands sits
in outright fourth place on six-
under-par after her bogey-free
66 on the first day. There are
seven players in a share of fifth
place with Elena Moosmann,
Marianne Skarpnord, Maria
Hernandez, Eleanor Givens,
Virginia Elena Carta, Emma
Spitz, and Hannah Screen
all on five-under-par.

Babar Azam likely to take legal action against former
players, YouTubers for 'targetting' him during T20 WC

Sumit Nagal confirms Paris
Olympics qualification

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 22 JUNE

India’s top-ranked Tennis
player Sumit Nagal has offi-
cially confirmed his partic-
ipation in the 2024 Paris
Olympics.

“Extremely glad to share
that I have officially qualified
for the 2024 Paris Olympics.
This is a monumental
moment for me as the
Olympics holds a special
place in my heart! One of my
career highlights so far was
participating in the 2020
Tokyo Olympics. And a big
thanks to TOPS and SAI for
extending help in the last

few months,” read the state-
ment by Sumit Nagal on X (for-
merly known as Twitter)

This will be Sumit’s second
appearance at the Olympics
after he previously became
the first Indian man since
Leander Paes to win a singles
match at the Tokyo Olympics.
Nagal defeated Uzbekistan's
Denis Istomin in the first
round.but went on to lose
against Russia's Daniil
Medvedev in the second
round. Nagal’s meteoric rise
over the past year has seen
the 26-year-old’s ATP rank-
ing jump up to 71, which is
the joint-fourth highest rank-
ing achieved by an Indian

men’s player since the intro-
duction of the computer-
ized system of rankings in
1973.

His recent impressive per-
formances were the reason
behind the massive jump in
rankings.

After making his French
Open debut at the Roland Gar-
ros in which he was eliminated
in the first round at the hands
of Karen Khachnov, Nagal
went on to win the Heil-
bronn Challenger in Ger-
many before just missing
out on a consecutive title
win at Perugia challenger in
Italy as he lost to Luciano
Darderi ( 6-1, 6-2) in the
finals of the tournament.

It is important to note all
three tournaments were
played on clay courts in
Sumit’s attempt to prepare for
the upcoming Olympics
which will also be played at
Roland-Garros, the mecca
of clay courts.

Before the Olympics,
India’s highest-ranked star will
be fully focussing on the
Wimbledon that is sched-
uled to begin on July 1 where
he will be entering the tour-
nament as a part of the main
draw for the very first time.

AGENCIES
GROS ISLET, 22 JUNE 

Former captain Nasser Hus-
sain believes defending cham-
pions England need to address
issues in adapting to playing
on slower pitches after losing
to South Africa by seven runs
in their second Super Eight stage
game of the ICC Men’s T20
World Cup 2024. 

At the Daren Sammy
National Cricket Stadium on
Friday, England did well in
restricting South Africa to
163/6. But in their chase, Eng-
land struggled to get going
against South Africa’s slower
balls and were reduced to
61/4.

Harry Brook played a cal-
culated 53 and shared a sen-
sational 78-run partnership off
42 balls for the fifth wicket with
Liam Livingstone, who
smashed a 17-ball 33, as the

duo capitalised on South
Africa’s bowlers' bowling pace-
on deliveries.

England needed 25 runs
from 18 balls to win the match,
but South Africa corrected
their mistakes and gave away
only 17 runs in the last three
overs to seal a thrilling win and
be now on top of Group 2.

“No batter likes it when
the ball stops in the pitch a bit,
but my one concern about Eng-
land is that their players real-
ly like facing balls with pace on
as we saw against West Indies
earlier in the week.”

“This was not a minefield,
just a slower pitch and if you
look at where England have
played their best cricket in
this tournament, it has been
Antigua when there was pace
and bounce and here in St Lucia
when there was pace and
bounce against the West Indies.”

“If Jos Buttler’s team defeats

the United States on Sunday
to get into the semifinals, they
could end up facing India in
Guyana, for example, and they
will need to address how to play
on the kind of surface they were
dealt here.”

“Harry Brook and Liam
Livingstone showed they can
cope with coming in during the
middle overs and put the foot
down straightaway, but despite
England playing good cricket,
they failed to get over the line,”
wrote Hussain in his column
for Daily Mail.

Hussain also applauded
South Africa’s wicketkeeper-
opener Quinton de Kock for
smashing 49 runs off 20 balls
in the power-play, which
included him hitting relentless
boundaries off Moeen Ali,
Jofra Archer, and Sam Curran.
His blitz ensured South Africa’s
power-play score was 63/0,
which bettered England’s 41/2.

�England have to adapt to
playing on slower pitches�

AGENCIES
ISLAMABAD, 22 JUNE

Pakistan captain Babar Azam
is likely to take legal action
against YouTubers and for-
mer cricketers who accused him
of 'misconduct' during their
campaign in the ongoing T20
World Cup, Geo News report-
ed, citing sources.

Babar and the Pakistan
team were on the receiving end
of criticism from former play-
ers and fans because of their
World Cup campaign.

Sources informed Geo News
that during Pakistan's cam-
paign, a social media campaign

was used to "target" Babar,
which made him feel "dis-
heartened."

It was also reported that evi-
dence related to statements
made by YouTubers and for-
mer cricketers is being collected
by the Pakistan Cricket Board's
legal department.

Some of the players and the
officials arrived at Lahore's
Allama Iqbal International
Airport via a private airline flight
in the early hours of Wednes-
day.

The players who returned
included Naseem Shah, Usman
Khan, and senior manager

Wahab Riaz. But, some of the
players from the 15-member
squad decided to extend their
stay in the United States after
their shocking early exit from
the tournament.

Babar, along with Imad
Wasim, Haris Rauf, Shadab
Khan, and Azam Khan, are
expected to depart on Satur-
day. After featuring in the finals
against England in the last
edition of the competition,
Pakistan crashed out of the
ongoing World Cup in the
group stage.

Pakistan ended their cam-
paign with a three-wicket win
over Ireland in Florida on Sun-

day, a dead rubber after India
and the USA, from Group A,
advanced to the Super 8 stage.

Placed in Group A, Pakistan
endured back-to-back defeats
against the co-hosts, the USA,
and then their bitter rival,
India.

They bounced back with
two wins on the trot, but it was-
n't enough to turn their woe-
ful campaign around and
secure a spot in the Super 8.

Pakistan's next white-ball
series will be against Australia
in November. The Men in
Green will engage in a three-
match ODI series, which will
kick off on November 4.

AGENCIES
ANTALYA, 22 JUNE

Top-ranked Indian compound
women's team clinched the
gold medal at the Archery
World Cup Stage-3 on Satur-
day. The formidable trio of
Jyothi Surekha Vennam, Aditi
Swami, and Parneet Kaur
emerged victorious against
sixth-ranked Estonia in a
tightly contested final, tri-
umphing 232-229. 

Indian Compound
Women's Team secures his-
toric hat-trick gold at Archery
World Cup.

This victory marks a his-
toric hat-trick of gold medals
for the Indian team in the 2024

Archery World Cup series,
having previously secured
top honours in the stages
held in Shanghai and Yecheon
earlier this year.

At Stage 3 in Antalya, the
Indian women's team began
their campaign with a first-
round bye in a field of just 10
countries. They then show-
cased their skill and deter-
mination by defeating El Sal-
vador 235-227 and the host
nation, Turkey, 234-227, to
secure their place in the final.
Against Estonia, the Indian
archers maintained their com-
posure and accuracy, seal-
ing their third consecutive
gold medal.

In contrast, the top-ranked

Indian men's compound
team, comprising Priyansh,
Abhishek Verma, and
Prathamesh Fuge, faced a
more challenging journey.
They narrowly missed out on
a place in the final after a dra-
matic semifinal shoot-off
against Turkey. Both teams
were tied at 236, but Turkey
edged out India by shooting
closer to the center in the
shoot-off (30*-30).

Despite the setback, the
Indian men's team put up a
valiant fight in the bronze
medal match against France.
In a closely fought contest,
India fell short by a single point,
losing 236-235, and finishing
fourth in the tournament.

Indian compound women�s team secures
hat-trick of gold medals at Archery WC
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THUMBNAILS Gautam Gambhir tight-lipped
on prospects of being coach

TRIDIB BAPARNASH
NEW DELHI, 22 JUNE

F
ormer India opener
Gautam Gambhir,
who is widely specu-
lated to take over from

Rahul Dravid as the next Indi-
an men’s cricket team’s head
coach after the latter’s role ends
post the ongoing T20 World
Cup, preferred to remain
tight-lipped on his prospects
even though he revealed that
his mantra has always been
based on a team-first phi-
losophy.

Earlier on Tuesday, Gamb-
hir, who recently inspired
Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR)
to their third IPL title haul as
a mentor, was interviewed by
Cricket Advisory Committee
(CAC) members Ashok Mal-
hotra, Jatin Paranjape and
Sulakshana Naik. Gambhir,
however, faces stiff compe-
tition from veteran cricketer
WV Raman, who was report-
edly more impressive in the
virtual interview with the
CAC members. 

At an Indian Chamber of
Commerce event in Kolkata
on Saturday, Gambhir, when
asked about his chances of
succeeding Dravid for the
top post, chose to remain
noncommittal, adding to the
mystery surrounding the
potential coaching change. 

“I don't see that far ahead.
You are grilling me, asking me
all tough questions. It is dif-
ficult to answer right now. All
I can say is that I'm happy
being here, just finished a bril-
liant journey (and) let's enjoy
that. I'm in a very happy
space right now,” Gambhir said
at a 'Rise To Leadership' sem-
inar. 

The two-time World Cup
winner, however, stated that
coaching philosophy is pure-

ly based on the “team first ide-
ology”.

“If you have the intent of
keeping your team ahead of
any individual, things will
fall in place. If not today,
tomorrow, if not tomorrow,
someday it will fall in place.
But if you start thinking on that,
or if you know that you need
to help one or two individu-
als perform, then your team
will only suffer,” he said.

“For me, the guru mantra

is team first philosophy. I
think team-first ideology,
team-first philosophy is the
most important ideology in
any team sport,” he added. 

The KKR job was Gamb-
hir’s second stint in a coach-
ing role after spending a cou-
ple of seasons (2022 and
2023) as mentor at Lucknow
Super Giants, helping the
team qualify for the playoffs
both times.

Gambhir had sought time

to take a final call during the
IPL, but speaking at an event
in Abu Dhabi on June 1, he
had expressed his desire to
coach India. “Look, I would
love to coach the Indian team.
There is no bigger honour.
There is no bigger honour than
coaching your national team.
You are representing 140
crore Indians. And more
across the globe as well. And
when you represent India, how
can it get bigger than that?,”
he had said.

The BCCI is likely to make
an official announcement of
the appointment by the end
of the month, largely depend-
ing on India’s campaign at the
ongoing T20 World Cup in the
Americas. 

It has been reliably learnt
that even if Gambhir is picked
for the role, he will take over
the role from the tour of Sri
Lanka after the conclusion of
the Zimbabwe tour that begins
July 5. National Cricket Acad-
emy chief VVS Laxman is
most likely to accompany
the team for the Zimbabwe
tour that comprises five T20
Internationals.

The new head coach will
be assigned for the next three
years, which will include
three major ICC tournaments
across different formats, start-
ing with the ICC Champions
Trophy early 2025.

The BCCI is likely to make an official announcement of the appointment by the end of the month
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�NICE TO INSPIRE PEOPLE�
Ahead of his side's ICC T20 World Cup Super Eight clash against Afghanistan,

Australian all-rounder Glenn Maxwell opened up on his stunning double
century against the Asian side during the 50-over World Cup last year,
saying that even though it is good how his knock has inspired people,
he does not think about it too much because of the physical pain it
caused to him.

�It is very easy to coach Cristiano Ronaldo�
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 22 JUNE

Cristiano Ronaldo has always
been perceived as one of the
best in the world but many
believe that the striker is not
an easy person to work with.
Former assistant manager of
Real Madrid Paul Clement
has debunked all rumors and
stated that ‘it is very easy to
coach Cristiano Ronaldo.’

“It was a privilege to share
a dressing room with him, it

is very easy to coach Cris-
tiano Ronaldo. I cannot
remember anybody who was
a better professional; the
demands he puts on himself,

the aim for perfection, to
improve every day,” said Paul
Clement to The Athletic.

Clement was a valuable
part of Jose Mourinho’s staff dur-
ing his time at Real Madrid and
went on to reveal how impor-
tant a player of his capability
is for any side.

“A player like Cristiano is
always different but, with Jose,
the team was always above
everybody. There were
moments when Cristiano
scored goals, as he always did,

but there were also moments
when Jose and the team knew
they needed to defend. And
Cristiano was the first who
defended, too. You have to
make him see that, apart from
all the goals he scores, there
are other moments when you
need to do certain tactical
things,” added Clement.

Cristiano Ronaldo joined
Los Galacticos in 2009 and went
on to produce perhaps the
greatest stint by any player at
the best club in the world.

Eyeing successive Olympic podium-finish,
lifter Mirabai hopes to remain injury-free
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 22 JUNE

Mirabai Chanu is a medal
away from becoming the first
Indian weightlifter to win
two Olympic medals. The
Tokyo 2020 silver medallist
says success at Paris Olympics
will depend on how well she
manages to keep herself injury
free and improve technical
nitty-gritties because “com-
petition in the 49 kg division
is going to be very tough this
time.”

The Manipuri lifter, who
is the lone Indian in fray at
Paris 2024, said the period
between now and August 7,
the day when the weightlift-
ing competition will start at
the Olympics, will be dedi-
cated to “managing all the
muscles in my body” and
“improving technique to lift
at least 90 kg in snatch.”

Mirabai’s personal best
in snatch is 88 kgs, an effort
that helped her win the 2022
Commonwealth Games gold
in Birmingham with a com-
bined lift of 201 kg that includ-
ed a 113 kg in clean and jerk.

Paris 2024 will be Mirabai
Chanu’s third Olympics. 

After a horror debut at
Rio 2016, Mirabai, pushing 30,
made impressive comebacks
with sterling shows at glob-
al competitions. She became
the first lifter in 22 years to
become a world champion in
2017. The gold at Common-
wealth Games in 2018 in Gold
Coast followed and after nar-
rowly missing a medal at the
2019 world championship,
Mirabai created history at
the 2020 Asian championships
in China by hoisting a world
record of 119 kgs at Ningbo,

China. 
Injuries have often derailed

Mirabai’s career. Post the his-
toric silver medal at the Tokyo
Olympics, she has been afflict-
ed by multiple injuries. The
hip injury at the Hangzhou
Asian Games sidelined
Mirabai for five months. 

Managing injuries with
her trusted American physio
Dr Aaron Horschig and coach
Vijay Sharma, has been her
biggest challenge. With Paris
2024 on the anvil, Mirabai has
been very choosy about her
competitions this year. 

In 2024, she took part in
only one mandatory com-
petition – the World Cup – and
with a combined lift of 184
kilos, finished 12th. Howev-
er, it was enough to secure a
spot at Paris.

“After the Asian Games
injury, the World Cup was my
first competition. I was cer-
tainly apprehensive about
picking up another injury. I
didn’t want to spoil my Paris
chances. So, yes, that injury
fear was there. For me, injury
management and staying
stress free will be important.
I have to do the things that
helped me recover,” she said.

“Injuries and pain are

companions for us. You never
know when they will strike.
We have to conquer them and
Paris Olympics will tell me how
well I have managed these
aspects of the sport,” tells
Mirabai.

Mirabai and her team will
be off to Le Ferte-Milon in
France in the first week of July
and will have almost a month
to “acclimatize” ahead of the
Summer Games. She says
there is a direct relation
between fitness and tech-
nique and every muscle plays
a part in lifting weights.

“Weightlifting is a sum of
many parts. Lot of gym exer-
cises are required as every
body part plays it role. Cer-
tain muscles like the back,
knee and shoulder have to be
in perfect condition. Muscle
strength matters a lot to lift
weights over 200 kgs (that’s
four times Mirabai’s body
weight). And more impor-
tantly, I can’t skip training. If
I leave training for a day, it will
take a week for me to recov-
er and bring my muscles to
perfect state.”

“If there is no strength or
endurance, one can’t lift
weights. It’s a tough process
and one can’t afford to relax.

Let’s say to lift 85 kg in snatch,
one has to lift 50 kgs at least
100 times and then gradual-
ly scale up,” said Mirabai,
while explaining her training
schedule at the world-class
facility in Patiala.

Injuries have made Mirabai
more determined. The star
weightlifter, for whom the
sports ministry, through the
Target Olympic Podium
Scheme and other athlete
funding programmes, has
spent over Rs 2.7 crores for
her training in the Paris cycle,
laments for not having an
Asian Games medal in her cab-
inet.  Five months away from
weightlifting has actually
made her more combative.
Winning another Olympic
medal remains her only tar-
get.

“An Asian Games medal
seems to be jinxed, I definitely
want to win one and I was just
one lift away from getting one
in Hangzhou when the injury
came. Even after so much
preparation, I got injured.
That hurts for sure but at the
same time, injuries make me
determined to come back
stronger for India. So never
had negative thoughts to
quit.”

“For any weightlifter to
take part in two Olympics is
a big thing. To compete at the
world level is tough. Like
Tokyo, I will again count on
the prayers of all Indians and
of course, it’s going to be
God’s wish on that day in Paris.
It will be a dream for me and
my family to win a second
Olympic medal but I also
know that even the best of
preparation can fail. So, let’s
hope for the best,” she said
before signing off.

Mark Zothanpuia joins EBFC

on three-year deal: East

Bengal FC has signed prom-

ising India U-23 player Mark

Zothanpuia on a three-year

contract that will run until

the end of the 2026-27

season. �It�s a dream for

any young Indian player to

play for a big club like East

Bengal. Kolkata is the

Mecca of Indian football

and I can�t wait to experi-

ence the amazing support

from the East Bengal fans.

I am grateful to Coach Car-

les and the East Bengal

management for showing

faith in me,� said

Zothanpuia. Born in Mizo-

ram, Zothanpuia was part

of FC Pune City�s youth

team and Hyderabad FC�s

reserve team before being

promoted to Hyderabad

FC�s first team in the

2020-21 season. The 22-

year-old rose to promi-

nence in the previous sea-

son, starting regularly for

Hyderabad FC and emerg-

ing as one of their key

players. Zothanpuia was

part of HFC�s 2021-22 ISL

winning Squad. Zothanpuia

played a total of 1,971 min-

utes across 24 matches (18

in the ISL, 3 in the Kalinga

Super Cup and 3 in the

Durand Cup) last season.

Primarily a midfielder,

Zothanpuia seamlessly

adapted to the left-back

position where his consis-

tency earned him a spot in

the India U-23 squad for

the friendlies against

Malaysia in March this year.

FC Goa complete signing of Muhammad Hammad for an undis-

closed fee: Indian Super League (ISL) club FC Goa have

announced the signing of Jammu & Kashmir footballer Muham-

mad Hammad on a permanent transfer from FC 1 for an undis-

closed fee. Signing a multi-year contract, Hammad will join the

Gaurs for the upcoming 2024-25 season and beyond, marking

an exciting new chapter in his career. �Joining FC Goa is a dream

come true for me. The club�s vision and commitment to excel-

lence resonate with my personal goals, and I am eager to bring

my best to the pitch. I look forward to representing the Gaurs

and making my mark in the ISL. This opportunity means a lot to

me and to be the first from my region to play for FC Goa is a

proud moment,� said Hammad. Born and raised in Jammu &amp;

Kashmir, Hammad�s football journey began with Lonestar Kash-

mir FC in the I-League 2nd Division. His impressive performances

earned him a spot on the J&K state team for the Santosh Tro-

phy in the 2015-2016 season. The defender then joined Real

Kashmir FC, where his defensive prowess helped the Snow

Leopards clinch the I-League 2nd Division title in the 2017-18

season and secure promotion to the I-League.

Everton sign Tim Iroegbunam: Everton have signed midfielder Tim Iroegbunam from Aston Villa on a three-year deal for an

undisclosed fee on Saturday. The England youth international becomes the Blues' first summer signing and will link up with his

new teammates when Sean Dyche's side report back to Finch Farm for the start of pre-season next month.
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The sound 
of sleep

I
t is a rain-lashed night in a village in 
the deep jungles. Through flashes of 
lightning, one can see a tiny wooden 
cottage, its windows lit up by the glow 

of golden light emanating from inside. It 
could be a lamp or a candle. Or it could be 
the flames from a burner or stove. Some-
one seems to be cooking. What is he or 
she making or baking? Hot soup or stew, 
perhaps? Or fresh bread to be had with de-
lectable butter, maybe? A chimney above 
the tiled terrace emits a steady stream of 
smoke. This storybook image, set some-
where in an imaginary countryside some-
where in the world, is generated through 
artificial intelligence (AI) and is accompa-
nied by the sound of incessant rain pound-
ing the rooftops, the narrow hamlet roads, 
and the grassy green grounds. 

It was on an insomniac moonlit mid-
night that I discovered this virtual village 
on a YouTube channel while doing a search 
on “fall sleep,” not really expecting to find 
anything of value. I serendipitously stum-
bled upon this video, followed by dozens 
of other such videos, which proposed to 
help induce “peaceful sleep” in those suf-
fering from sleeplessness. The videos were 
enchanting, usually with a fixed image de-
picting a cosy, comforting scene ranging 
from a warm bed strewn with blankets and 
pillows by a fire on a clear cold night to a 
scene of domestic bliss like a couple sip-
ping steaming tea in the kitchen of a cot-
tage nestled beside a stream of a hill. The 
sounds ranged from simulated rain like the 
above to flowing water as though a gush-
ing rivulet or a gurgling brook. Yet oth-
ers evoked the sound of wind whispering 
through the leaves of trees in a forest. Some 
simulated steady sounds of birds chirping 
or leaves rustling. The idea was to create an 
ambience where the viewer-listener would 
be transported to a peaceful place—read: a 
lap of nature—so that he or she could fall 
asleep. 

The audio part of the technology used 
to create these AI-generated audio-visuals 
is called “white noise” or “white sound” in 
laypersons’ terms, and it is essentially the 
technique of infusing a wide spectrum 
of sound frequencies in order to produce 
the effect of a steady sound simulating the 

drone of falling rain, say, or flowing wa-
ter or the buzz of a bee or other insects or 
even a whirring fan or a running vacuum 
cleaner. 

While white noise is widely believed to 
help in inducing sleep by blocking out oth-
er background noises and has even been 
used by physicians and psychiatrists in 
the treatment of insomnia, they also point 
to the dangers of addiction and the risk of 
harmful exposure to blue light radiation as 
emitted through computer screens or cell 
phones. Indeed, it is an irony that the sup-
posed sleep-inducing sounds need to be 
emitted through a technology that emits 
radiation and radio frequency energy, even 
if at low levels, which have the potential to 
stimulate the same brain that one is trying 
to calm down. “It is never advisable to de-
pend for prolonged periods of time on arti-
ficial ways of inducing sleep,” says a doctor 
who says he does not prescribe sleeping 
pills to his patients for long durations. 

It occurred to me that in today’s world, 
we prefer to depend on the artificial in or-
der to get what we already have access to 
in nature. After a few days and nights of lis-
tening to the AI-generated rain in the vain 
hope of sleep, it was only when real rain 
fell on the window sill and I threw open 
the glass panes to let it in that I fell deeply 
asleep. It was the sound of sleep.

Sure, nature is no longer as generous 
with her gifts as she once used to be. We 
humans, it has been long established, have 
caused the earth to heat up so horribly that 
we have changed the way weather works. 
No, it does not rain as much as it once used 
to, but when it does, it totally drowns out 
the sound of any AI-generated rain.

It is a rain-lashed hamlet in a jungle 
in Bengal, and a humble hut is lit up by 
flashes of lightning. Through the rumble 
of thunder and the sound of rain, one can 
hear voices from within. A soft glow is ema-
nating from within. It could be a clay lamp 
(pradip or diya) or flames from the open 
fire of an earthen stove. Through the tiny 
window, one can see cooking going on. Hot 
rice and fried potatoes perhaps? Or hand-
made roti to be had with ghee? 

This is a real hut in a real hamlet, and 
the sound of rain I hear is real. 

VIDHI CHURIWALA

O
n 23 June, International Women in 
Engineering Day celebrates the ongo-
ing contributions of women in a pro-
fession that spans multiple sectors 

and continues to shape the future.
Sivapriya Mothilal Bhagavathy, lead R&D 

engineer at the power networks demonstra-
tion centre at the University of Strathclyde, 
Glasgow, United Kingdom, talks to The States-
man about her journey throughout the years. 

Following are the excerpts:

Q. Please tell us a bit about your back-
ground and what inspired you to pursue 
a career in engineering.

Growing up, I was always fascinated by 
mathematics and its applications. This interest 
naturally led me to pursue a degree in engineer-
ing. I completed my bachelor’s in electrical and 
electronics engineering at the College of Engi-
neering, Trivandrum. In my third year, I took 
the Graduate Aptitude Test in Engineering and 
scored an all-India rank of 250, which opened 
doors to pursue my master's in energy systems 
at IIT Bombay. After IIT, I joined Reliance In-
dustries Limited as a system design manager 
for their solar PV group. My goal was to under-
stand the industry and then pursue a doctoral 
degree based on industry challenges. After four 
years at Reliance, I started applying for PhD 
scholarships and landed a fully funded position 
at Northumbria University, where I researched 
barriers to solar PV systems in the UK. 

Q. What led you to specialise in power 
networks, and what do you find most ex-
citing about this field?

During my undergrad days, I stumbled upon 
the harsh realities of climate change and its 
devastating impacts. That's when I knew I had 
to do my part in mitigating its effects. I became 
obsessed with renewable power generation and 
how it could transform our electricity networks. 

The crazy-fast evolution of low-carbon technol-
ogy has created a whole new world of challenges 
and opportunities for innovation. What really 
gets me excited is figuring out how all these 
new technologies interact and can be integrated 
seamlessly without disrupting the whole sys-
tem. That's what drove me to specialise in this 
sector, and honestly, it still blows my mind. 

Q. Please describe your current role as 
the lead R&D engineer at the power net-
work demonstration centre at the Uni-
versity of Strathclyde.

As the lead R&D engineer at the power net-
works demonstration centre at the University 
of Strathclyde, I lead technology research in the 
whole energy system, including technology 
scouting, identifying, and prioritising ground-
breaking innovation and business model con-
cepts in the low-carbon energy sector. I'm also 
the project lead for the Whole Energy System Ac-
celerator (WESA), a £5 million investment from 
the Scottish Government and the University of 
Strathclyde. As part of WESA, I'm designing and 
developing an infrastructure facility to demon-
strate low-carbon heating technologies and hy-
drogen systems in 'real-world' conditions.

Q. Can you share a professional ac-
complishment that you are particularly 
proud of and explain why it holds special 
significance for you?

I'm particularly proud of achieving char-
tered engineer status from the IET. This rec-
ognition demonstrates my high level of com-
petence in technical, people management, 
and project management skills, as well as my 
commitment to continuous professional de-
velopment (CPD). It's a testament to my hard 
work and dedication to staying at the forefront 
of my field, and it's a great feeling to know that 
my expertise is recognised by industry leaders. 

Q. Were there any challenges you 
faced in your career, and how did you 
overcome them?

One of the biggest challenges I faced was 
time management during my PhD days. As a 
mother, I had to balance research with raising 
my daughter, who was only four at the time. I 
had to be extremely strict about how I spent 
my time and regularly monitor my progress 
to ensure I completed my research within the 
funded duration of three years. I successfully 
defended my thesis within 3.5 years of starting 
the research.

Q. What are a few emerging areas in 
engineering that you believe hold great 
potential for innovation and development?

I'm excited about the potential in sev-
eral areas. The three top ones that come to 
mind are as follows: First is power electron-

ics, crucial as we move towards a low-carbon 
economy, helping with renewable energy inte-
gration, energy storage, and electric transpor-
tation. Second is the application of artificial 
intelligence (AI) and machine learning (ML), 
as they can help optimise energy distribu-
tion, predict demand, and identify improve-
ment areas, making the system more efficient. 
Last, but not least, is cyber-security, which is 
essential as our energy systems become more 
connected and the risk of cyber threats grows. 
Developing robust cyber-security measures is 
crucial to maintaining the reliability of our en-
ergy supply.

Q. What are a few common miscon-
ceptions about the engineering profes-
sion, particularly for women, that you 
would like to address? 

One common misconception is that en-
gineering is only about technical skills. While 
technical skills are essential, so are soft skills 
like communication, collaboration, and 
problem-solving. Another misconception is 
that women aren't interested in or capable of 
excelling in engineering fields. This outdated 
stereotype can discourage young women 
from pursuing engineering careers and un-
dermine their confidence. Lastly, some think 
the engineering field is inhospitable to work-
life balance, especially for women with fam-
ily responsibilities. While engineering can be 
demanding, many organisations now offer 
flexible work arrangements, parental leave, 
and supportive programmes to accommodate 
employees' diverse needs. By addressing these 
misconceptions, we can create a more inclu-
sive and supportive environment.

Q. What advice would you give to 
young women and girls who are consid-
ering a career in engineering?

My advice to young women and girls con-
sidering a career in engineering is to believe 
in themselves and not let anyone, including 
themselves, doubt their abilities. Don't be 
afraid to ask for help, and seek out mentors, 
teachers, or online resources when needed.

Q. How can educational institutions 
and workplaces better support women 
pursuing careers in engineering and 
technology?

Educational institutions and workplaces can 
better support women by providing bias train-
ing, mentorship programmes, flexible work 
arrangements, and fostering a work culture 
where asking for help is encouraged. Creating 
an inclusive environment where women's con-
tributions are valued and recognised is key to 
encouraging more women to pursue and thrive 
in engineering and technology careers.
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M
angrove forests, a unique and vital 
ecosystem, line India’s 7,500-kilome-
tre coastline, offering immense eco-
logical, economic and environmen-

tal benefits. These forests, found in the intertidal 
regions where freshwater and saltwater mix, are 
characterised by salt-tolerant plants capable of 
thriving in harsh conditions. India’s mangroves, 
particularly the Sundarbans, play a critical role 
in stabilising coastlines, supporting diverse spe-
cies and mitigating climate change effects.

Mangroves are crucial for coastal protection. 
Their dense root systems stabilise shorelines, 
preventing erosion caused by waves and tides. 
These roots also act as natural barriers, reducing 
the impact of storm surges and tsunamis. This 
protective function is especially vital for densely 
populated coastal regions, safeguarding lives 
and property during extreme weather events.

Beyond physical protection, mangroves 
enhance water quality. Their intricate root sys-
tems filter pollutants, including nitrates and 
phosphates, from the water, thus maintaining 
healthier coastal and marine ecosystems. Ad-
ditionally, mangroves are significant carbon 
sinks, capturing and storing large amounts of 
carbon dioxide, termed “blue carbon”, which 
is essential in the fight against climate change.

Mangroves are biodiversity hotspots, pro-
viding essential habitats for various species, 
including fish, crustaceans, birds, and mam-
mals. The Sundarbans, for instance, host the 
iconic Bengal tiger, estuarine crocodiles, and 
Gangetic dolphins. These forests are also criti-
cal breeding grounds for many marine species. 
Juvenile fish, shrimp, and crabs find refuge 
among mangrove roots, which support the 
livelihoods of coastal fishing communities by 
sustaining fish stocks.

Bird species such as egrets, herons, and 
kingfishers rely on mangroves for nesting and 
roosting. Endangered species, including the 
smalltooth sawfish and hawksbill sea turtle, 
also depend on these habitats. 

Different types of mangroves exist, including 
red, black, and white varieties. Red mangroves 
are typically found along coastlines, while black 
mangroves are identified by their dark bark and 
better access to oxygen. White mangroves, on 
the other hand, tend to grow at higher elevations 
compared to red and black mangroves. In India, 
major mangrove areas include the Sundarban 
Mangroves, Mahanadi Mangroves, Mangroves of 
Gujarat, Ratnagiri Mangroves, Goa Mangroves, 
Cauvery Deltaic Mangroves, Krishna-Godavari 
Mangroves and Andaman Nicobar Mangroves.

Despite their significance, mangrove forests 
face numerous threats. Human activities such as 

coastal development, aquaculture and deforest-
ation have led to significant habitat loss. In India, 
urbanisation and industrial activities encroach 
on mangrove areas, disrupting these ecosys-
tems. The conversion of mangroves into shrimp 
farms is a major issue, contributing to approxi-
mately 35 per cent of global mangrove loss.

Pollution, such as oil spills and plastic waste, 
worsens mangrove habitats. Climate change, 
with rising sea levels and stronger storms, 
adds to their challenges. Mangroves struggle to 
adapt fast, urging urgent conservation.

Essential measures include reforestation, 
community-based programmes engaging lo-
cals, and awareness campaigns. Legal pro-
tections are vital, designating mangroves as 
protected zones and fostering international co-
operation for shared areas like the Sundarbans.

Mangrove forests are indispensable to In-
dia's coastal ecology, offering protection, sup-
porting biodiversity, and combating climate 
change. Effective conservation is crucial for 
coastal well-being, emphasising mangroves' 
significance as more than just trees but vital 
coastal lifelines deserving the utmost care.

The writer is an environment enthusiast  
and an animal welfare activist, and is the Founder of 

Kaloms Ideas Welfare Foundation.  
She is also a chartered accountant.
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T
his is not the first book in 
which writer and academic 
Saikat Majumdar has looked 
at what he likes to call “non-

normative” relationships between 
two human beings, irrespective of 
gender.

Even if there is fluidity in this con-
cept, how it really plays out in our real 
lives is the subject of his various books 
that deal with, among other subjects, 
sexuality, homelands, religion and 
race in an immediate environment, 
which could be Kolkata, Delhi, or 
North America. More recently, his 
time spent at the Stellenbosch In-
stitute for Advanced Study as a fel-
low pushed this, his latest novel, The 
Remains of the Body, to the finishing 
line. Something that is not easy at all. 
He acknowledges: ‘It has been a year 
of flight and mooring, through the 
burnt-orange twilight of the haunting 
South African sky, which will never 
leave my dreams.’ It provoked and 
disciplined him. 

Available in hardcover, this book is 
more of a novella (the cover reminds 
one of Picasso’s cubic painting The 
Kiss) and reads quick of two men, 
one married but whose marriage is 
already crumbling, who meet again 
to perhaps get another stab at rekin-
dling the sparks of their childhood 
and adolescent years spent together 
as they discovered their bodies and 
each other. This theme of natural at-
traction with the same sex is also the 
theme of one of his earlier novels, 
The Scent of God, where two boys are 
drawn to each other, as it often hap-
pens in a same-sex boarding school, 
usually monastic. 

Two male friends, one married but 
with the marriage breaking, resur-
faced in North America as seasoned 
professionals. They negotiate their 

own lives through academia and re-
search in a country in which immi-
grants try to fit in but often feel sad 
and isolated. This is not always be-
cause of the quietness and sterile sur-
roundings, but due to traces of racial 
tension beneath the surface. At the 
weekend parties in well-appointed 
homes where goat curry and wine are 
abundantly served, the body I feel be-
comes the metaphor for home. 

There is bonding between not just 
two but three friends, as desire is like 
“secret coils of energy. Unfurled, they 
could light a flame in the water.” 

The novel looks into human desire. 
It is complex. Like shapeless water, it 
can take on the shape of whatever ve-
hicle it is carried in. Round, square, 
or triangle—whatever happens in the 
novel can happen in life, but circum-
stances vary. The smaller details are 
against the larger picture of what the 
daily grind of living is and the stoi-
cism we choose to suppress it with. 

In a novel, the writer can give 
wings to the story to fly so that the 
reader can re-imagine it in the best 
ways possible, and that is the beauty 
of this piece of work. The prose is 
evocative and reflects the war that 
often takes place in the theatre of 
our minds, when not spilling over in 
terms of crisis. The book compels us 
to look at the unpredictable nature of 
human desire, intimacy and passion 
while they last (in our bodies) in kind-
er and more humane ways. The role 
of the opposite sex is no less here, and 
it entwines in ways that the author 
wishes to surprise us with. 

Is it love, or is it the body? And 
can the two be segmented? These are 
questions raised, but there is a deep 
bonding between the two individu-
als that remains. It may not always 
be overtly sexual, but a certain erotic 
charge in our relationships, whoever 

it may be with, is what makes life 
beautiful, if not painful. 

*************************************

Excerpts from an interview with 
the author who launched The Re-
mains of the Body in Kolkata recently:

Q. You have positioned your 
book in the LGBTQIA+ genre. Can 
we expect more from you in this 
category? 

As a novelist, I don’t think I have 
much control over what I write about. 
Compelling moments and questions 
take hold of you and demand that you 
make novels of them. But I feel that 
disruptive forms of desire, including 
forbidden ones, have become a pri-
mal imaginative force for me. That 
is how I understand queerness—any 
desire that lies outside socially nor-
mative reproductive activity but also 
beyond the binary of gay and straight. 
Transgressive desire is a narrative en-
ergy of its own, as nothing pushes nar-
rative like unfulfillment; such desires 
rarely come to fruition. Sometimes, 
they can be destructive, in small and 
large ways, and that destruction, too, 
is artistically fascinating. Their mo-
ments of happiness are also tiny acts 
of rebellion, almost always transient. 
I have the stirrings of a similar narra-
tive, but it’s too early for me to even 
fully imagine it. But it feels like it will 
require me to return to Calcutta, the 
original milieu of my fiction.

Q. Who are some of the Indian 
writers who have already dealt 
with this? Any favourite interna-
tional writers? 

The obvious names in Indian Eng-
lish writing are Vikram Seth and Ho-
shang Merchant in poetry and essays; 
R. Raja Rao, Sandip Roy and Hansda 

Sowvendra Sekhar in fiction; Akhil 
Katyal in poetry; and Ruth Vanita in 
poetry and fiction. But there are writ-
ers in the Indian languages who have 
dealt with more subterranean forms 
of desire, sometimes radically and 
clearly queer, but often more grey 
and undefined. Niladri Chatterjee 
has been translating the queer fiction 
of Bengali writers like Krishnagopal 
Mullick and Shibram Chakraborty. 
But there are stories of strange and 
unclassifiable tremors, such as Saadat 
Hasan Manto’s story Peerun or the 
moment in U.R. Ananthamurthy’s 
story A Horse for the Sun, where a 
man gets a head massage from an old 
friend, a man who is seen as a village 
idiot. 

Of international writers, my classic 
favourites are those by writers such as 
D.H. Lawrence and Vladimir Nabok-
ov. I also enjoyed the Irish writer Sally 
Rooney’s first two novels and the work 
of the Ma

_
ori writer Witi Ihimaera. 

Q. How much of you is in the 
book?

All fiction, as P.D. James had said, 
is autobiographical, and all autobi-
ographies are lies. In other words, all 
fiction has something of the author 
in them. But it’s hard to say what of 
the author. A limb, a memory, a wisp 
of laughter, a belief, a question? It’s 
unpredictable. Factual things, like 
places are easy—I write about places 
I’ve known myself. Otherwise, I can-
not make them come alive. As for 
characters, it’s more complicated. 
Many Indians may recognise the kind 
of chaddi-buddy friendship Avik and 
Kaustav share in the novel. Kaustav’s 
question—why doesn’t the intensely 
physical dimension of this friendship 
become erotic?—might be a twist 
in that tale. I have asked myself that 
question: Why are we not pansexual? 

Why is it that all of us don’t get at-
tracted to multiple genders? But it’s 
a question that has come to me in-
tellectually, though in an intensely 
personal way. But for Kaustav, this is 
not just an intellectual question; it is 
a bodily one too. The embodiment of 
an intellectual question is the fiction 
that I’ve tried to shape.

I
magine waking up to the aroma 
of fresh ilish (hilsa) fish sizzling in 
mustard in the kitchen, knowing 
that your day is off to a delicious 

start. Your Maa hollers your daak 
naam (pet name), urging you to hurry 
up and take a bath. You know that af-
ter savouring some shorshe diye ilish, 
you’ll be rewarded with a delightful 
bhaat ghum, cuddled up with your 
beloved kolbalish or pashbalish (cy-
lindrical pillow or bolster). And who 
knows, maybe later you’ll indulge in 
a Satyajit Ray classic! So unfolds the 
archetypal Bangali (Bengali) life, or 
Bangaliyana, in all its winsome glory.

Bangaliyana: Doodles, Car-
toons and Musings from a Probashi  
Bengali written by Rajiv Banerjee of-
fers a uniquely humorous take on 
the intersection of the ‘native’ and 
the ‘cosmopolitan’. Born and raised 

in Mumbai, Banerjee is 
a probashi, meaning, he 
was brought up outside 
his linguistic community 
of West Bengal. The book’s 
pulse is humour, brought 
to life by a whimsical mix 
of doodles and cartoons. 
For the past decade, the 
author, (a self-taught car-
toonist, a former journal-
ist and a successful cor-
porate communications 
leader) spent most week-
ends sketching, creating a 

treasure trove of cartoons. Banerjee’s 
passion for cartooning ignited at the 
tender age of six as he watched his 
father craft witty cartoons in a small 
black diary. His primary learning 
source thereafter was studying the 
works of renowned cartoonists like 
R.K. Laxman, Mario Miranda and Ajit 
Ninan. His deep dive into Bengalis 
and Bangaliyana filled a sketchbook 
to the brim, planting the seed for this 
book. 

The book kicks off with a chap-
ter titled Daak Naam. Every Bengali 
boasts a charmingly peculiar daak 

naam that often makes more sense to 
the heart than to the head. The author 
humorously recounts how his entire 
neighbourhood knew him only by his 
pet name. When outsiders asked for 
his address using his formal name, 
the neighbours were left scratching 
their heads in bewilderment, having 
no clue who that was.

“Maacher jhol and bhaat (fish 
curry and rice) is synonymous with 
Bengalis but imagine the horror on 
the faces when I announce, ‘Ami 
maach khai na’ (I do not eat fish),” 
writes Banerjee in the chapter titled 
Tumi Maach Khao Na?. He humor-
ously narrates his trips to the Mum-
bai fish market, where the sellers 
blatantly ignore him, instinctively 
knowing he’s no fish connoisseur. 
The kakimas, pishimas, kakus and 
dadus (aunties, uncles and grand-
fathers) are the prized clientele and 
command all the attention. “Most 
fishmongers have, over the years, 
picked up a smattering of Bengali 
phrases too add to their sales pitch, 
‘Aasun, kakima, ilish nao, khub bha-
lo’ (Welcome, aunty, there are some 
good hilsa for sale),” Banerjee writes 
in his book. 

The book boasts chapters like Sun-
day Breakfast, Lunch and Ghoom, Kol 
Baleesh, Bhaat, Aloo Bhaja, and Much-
muche. In these, Banerjee hilariously 
reminisces about staging epic bat-
tlefield scenes with his kol balish as 
the star, savouring elaborate Sunday 
feasts, and Bengalis’ undying love 
affair with muchmuche aloo bhaja 
(crispy fried potatoes).

And then there’s Boroline, the 
green tube of wonder ointment. Got a 
cut? Boroline. Chapped lips? Boroline. 
World ending? Well, Boroline might 
not fix that, but it will certainly make 
you feel better. “I distinctly recollect a 
mother admonishing her child aloud 
for not applying Boroline, inside the 
train compartment,” Banerjee writes 
in the chapter titled Boroline. 

There are plenty of delightful 
scents in the world, but then there are 
the prototypical fragrances of incense 
sticks, dhuno and bhog proshad in-
cluding khichuri. One whiff and you 

know ‘Maa eshe gechen’. Banerjee 
dives into the essence of this festival 
in the chapters, capturing the true 
pujo vibe through chapters titled Pujo 
Pujo Bhaab, Bhog Prasad at the Durga 
Pandal, Pujor Chhuti and Durga Puja 
Chanda and Sponsorship.

I first encountered the term 
‘wanderlust’ (which translates to 
bhromon er nesha, meaning a strong 
desire to travel) around the age of 
seven or eight. I discovered it through 
Satyajit Ray’s film Agantuk, where 
the maternal uncle, Manmohan Mi-
tra, mentioned how his wanderlust 
compelled him to leave home and 
explore the world. It was then that I 
also learned the word has German 
origins.

In Bangaliyana, Banerjee discuss-
es the Bengali fondness for travel, 
particularly their enthusiasm for 
pilgrimage to Puri, Odisha, and their 
adoration for hill stations such as 
Darjeeling, Kalimpong and Gangtok. 
“A Bengali family holidaying in the 
hills is a sight… There is a sweater, a 
muffler, a shawl and a mankey tupi 
(monkey cap)...,” he writes in the 
chapter titled Wanderlust. 

Jana Aranya by Satyajit Ray holds 
a particularly special place in my 
heart. More than just a film, it serves 
as a cynical social commentary. 
The film vividly portrays the depths 
of debasement within society. Ba-
nerjee, in the chapter titled Satyajit 
Ray, highlights my favourite scene 
where Utpal Dutt (Bishu Da) in-
structs Pradip Mukherjee (Somnath) 
in the ways of conducting business. 
Dutt’s condescending tone when 
Somnath hesitates at the idea of en-
gaging in trade is striking, particu-
larly his remark, “You can beg on the 
streets, but you won’t sell chanachur 
(snacks).”

Bangaliyana scoffs at the idea of 
fitting neatly into a single genre. It’s 
part memoir, part short story, and 
one hundred per cent humour. Think 
of it as a treasure hunt through the 
author’s memory bank, unearthing 
stories that will strike a chord with 
probashi Bengalis everywhere. The 
book is not about critiquing Bengali 

culture; it’s a heartfelt love letter to 
the true-blue Bengali spirit. Whether 
you’re a probashi or just someone 
intrigued by the Bengali way of life, 
this book promises to tickle your 
funny bone and tug at your heart-
strings. From the quirky anecdotes 
to the hilarious doodles, it’s a riot of 
laughter, nostalgia and a celebration 
of everything that makes Bengali 
culture wonderfully unique. 
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A
my March, in the novel Little  
Women, sketched a cartoon 
of her teacher, Mr Davis, 
while she battled boredom 

in the classroom. Enola Holmes drew 
cartoons of Mycroft Holmes and Miss 
Harrison to mock them and their con-
ventional beliefs when she was sent to 
boarding school. Even the film maes-
tro, Satyajit Ray, often entertained  

himself with doodling. Cartoons, as 
an art form, offer a unique blend of 
humour, calm and composure, which 
may effortlessly wipe away the pres-
sures and frustrations of societal 
responsibilities, corporate work de-
mands, politics and even mere school 
homework. A laugh is a necessity, and 
those who ease the burden of such 
minds weighed down by stress must be 
considered society’s saviours, as they 

dig ways to load off those burdened 
minds and recycle them to think fresh. 

This week we came across one 
such saviour, providing solace to the 
people of Kolkata from the fast-paced 
and hectic metropolitan lifestyle by 
offering them the magical combina-
tion of coffee and cartoons. 

Nestled beside the Tollygunge 
Metro station, Kolkata Coffee, which 
covers no more than 3 ft by 5 ft of 
pavement space, is the brainchild 
and single-handed creation of Shy-
ama Prasad Dey. This little shop is no 
less than a museum itself. Along with 
4 to 5 seating arrangements, every 
corner of this blue-coloured shop is 
plastered with black and white whim-
sical cartoons and intricate sketches, 
including calligraphic quotes. 

Initially, Dey assisted and finally 
took over his father's book-selling 
business in 1993, and then shifted it 
near the Tollygunge metro station. The 
previous shop unfortunately reached 
its expiration date during the onset 
of the Covid pandemic, with reading 
mostly becoming digital. 

Therefore, as someone from the work-
ing class of the nation, hope and idle-
ness were never options. As soon as 
the global pandemic hit its last days, 
he established his coffee shop, just 
outside the Tollygunge metro station.

Dey speaks of his origin of interest: 
“I used to doodle during my early days 
in the book shop. Gradually, I came 
up with the idea of drawing some of 
those on greeting cards and initially 
showcasing some for sale. To my as-
tonishment, those items were swiftly 
purchased, prompting me to create 
more in response to the escalating 
demand. Hence, I dived deep into the 
world of art. After discovering my area 
of interest, it was up until the year 2016 
that I eventually took part in different 
exhibitions and fairs, as after that I 
became severely sick from taking long 
bus journeys from my home to attend 
such events.”

Even though he visits his coffee shop 
every day at 6 p.m., his entire day re-
mains packed. His day starts at 4 a.m., 
when he sets off 

for the Baghajatin fish market 
to sell tea, and he only returns 
around 10 a.m. after securing 
the day’s earnings. He says, “I 
sell tea to the fish sellers who 
cannot move around to buy tea 
now and then. Fishermen, as 
they engage in strenuous physi-
cal labour since the break of 
dawn, mostly rely on sips of tea 
to stir them up for work.”

There is stiff competition 
among tea sellers; hence, for 
his shop in the Tollygunge area, 
he made the rule of selling cof-
fee only in order to segregate 
himself from the other hawkers 
in the same area and also not 
to bother anyone else’s busi-
ness. He even caricatured a few 
boards with writing on them 
that say, "Ekane cha paben na", 
meaning one won’t get tea here. 

Dey’s pseudonym, 
‘Dhopeshwar Maharaj’ is be-
cause he not only draws indi-
viduals in cartoons but also 
adds witty one- or two-liners 
as captions. Often, people 
get surprised by reading these cap-
tions that match their current mood, 
thoughts or personalities.

“The idea to draw on coffee cups 
was from my daughter’s, who told 
me of coffee shops that write cus-
tomers’ names on their coffee cups. 
Therefore, along with serving cof-
fee, I can draw cartoonish profiles 

of people who visit my shop, instant-
ly, for a very nominal price,” he adds.

Dey handles his clients quite de-
cently. While offering his customers 
their cups of coffee, he himself sips 
one too, to set a comfortable and re-
laxed atmosphere, hence allowing 
the former to gulp and digest their 
mundane work pressure along with 
his coffee. 
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B
rowsing the news and social 
media this week, I noticed 
a recurring theme of ethnic 
and cultural rifts. (1) A school 

district tries to increase racial inte-
gration, which often spurs affluent 
white parents to take their kids out of 
the public school system and opt for 
more exclusive private education. (2) 
The harrowing assault of a young girl 
turns into fodder for the immigra-
tion debate because the suspected 
perpetrator is an Ecuadorian, feeding 
the narrative that “these people” are 
inherently vicious and a grave threat 
to Americans, even though violent 
crimes by immigrants are statisti-
cally very rare, except for gang and 
cartel-related incidents having little 
impact on anyone outside the illegal 
drug trade. (3) An exposé about hir-
ing or promotion practices at Disney 
alleges that the company blatantly 
discriminates against white appli-
cants. (4) An Indian man is charged 
with attempting to murder an Indian 
American man, allegedly because 
of the latter’s advocacy of an ethno-
religious separatist movement in 
India, which, by definition, is under-
girded by cultural hostilities, real or 
perceived. (5) A clash between two 
top stars in women’s professional 
basketball is immediately interpreted 
by thousands of social media users as 
being motivated by anti-white racial 
sentiment on the part of a black ath-
lete, which is ironic given that a quick 

scan of their timelines shows these 
same commentators routinely dis-
miss such suggestions as “woke” and 
oversensitive (“snowflake”) when the 
races of the purported aggressor and 
aggrieved are reversed.

To those of us who came of age at 
the end of the 20th century, the cur-
rent era’s fever pitch of racial and 
ethnic tension feels false and anach-
ronistic, and frankly, shocking. We 
were raised to value tolerance, colour 
blindness, unity and multicultural-
ism. 

But now, tribalism is ascendant. 
And it’s not limited to the rough and 
tumble of current affairs. The trend is 
to recast ALL human history through 
factious and unapologetically biassed 
lenses.

On one side, there is a new my-
thology whose chief antagonist is 
“whiteness”; which condemns any-
thing perceived to be “western” as 
inherently “colonial” and oppres-
sive; which makes exaggerated—and 
sometimes utterly unfounded—
claims about the achievements of 
non-western civilisations, and over-
looks any imperialism, violence, 
or cruelty by those perceived to be 
“people of colour.” The preachers 
of this mythology demand collec-
tive retribution for and against en-
tire races for offences committed by 
and against long-dead people. Some 
of it is downright petty. For example, 
there is a dinner-discussion series 
called “Race to Dinner” conducted by 
a duo of activists, an Indian Ameri-
can woman (from a highly privileged 
background) and an African Ameri-
can woman. This entails groups of 
white women paying these two ladies 
(and one white woman hosting the 
event in her home) to yell at them for 
being white and therefore inherently, 
inescapably, unconsciously (yet still 
culpably) “racist”.

On the flip side, the reaction to this 
upsurge of anti-whiteness has been 
the resurrection of the most perni-
cious western colonial propaganda—
downplaying the achievements of 
eastern civilisations, exaggerating any 
cruel cultural practices, falsely claim-
ing credit for “civilising” the world, 
etc. 

These myths had been largely de-
bunked in the mid-late 20th century 
by scholars working with integrity to-
wards objective discovery, something 
that’s dismissed as naïve and mis-
guided by today’s “activist” academ-
ics. It’s especially astonishing that 
the proponents of western excep-
tionalism would uncritically accept 
centuries-old, unverifiable imperial 
claims, given that many of them tend 
to be highly suspicious of any govern-
ment or otherwise “official” narrative 
encountered in their own era. I don’t 
fault them for their scepticism, but I 
do fault them for failing to apply the 
same standards to the one-sided “his-
torical” accounts, almost certainly 
motivated by glaring imperial politi-
cal interests.

Perhaps the most striking feature 
of this kind of revisionism is how 
much cherry-picking goes into these 
tortured readings of history. For exam-
ple, if you’re a proponent of Western 
exceptionalism, what cultural roots 
do you claim? Can you square your 
ethnic chauvinism with the rationalist 
and universal values of the Enlight-
enment age? Would your scientific 
accomplishments exist without the 
mathematics that originated in India 
and Arabia? Can you divorce Europe-
an art and culture of the High Middle 
Ages and Renaissance (or ANY time in 
the last 1,500 years) from Christian-
ity, imported from the Middle East? If 
you want to bypass all that and harken 
back to classical Greece and Rome, do 
you realise that Greeks and Romans 
were part of a cross-pollinating re-
gional civilisation that included North 
Africa, Egypt, Mesopotamia, Anatolia 
and Persia? And that ancient Greeks 
and Romans would have seen most 
other Europeans as savages? Also, did 
you know that written language, as-
tronomical observations, public wa-
ter and sanitation systems existed in 
parts of India some millennia before 
they did in Europe? Have you heard 
of the bard Kalidas, who lived a thou-
sand years before Shakespeare? Can 
you tell us exactly what period of his-
tory it was that you’re invoking—that 
glorious golden age when Europeans 
were minding their own business 

and creating their miraculous civili-
sation (not living as nomadic hordes 
or rough villagers) but NOT yet influ-
enced by non-Europeans and NOT 
dealing with non-Europeans (by trade 
or conquest)? You can’t, because no 
such era ever existed. Yes, western civ-
ilisation rose to spectacular heights. 
No, it didn’t do so in isolation. Indeed, 
insular societies NEVER create “civi-
lization”; only outgoing ones do. A 
society can engage with others in bat-
tle and conquest, or it can engage in 
peaceful trade and cultural exchange. 
But it must engage. Otherwise, it 
doesn’t grow beyond a point.

But this reality is not acceptable 
to western exceptionalists. They need 
to parse the history and geography of 
Europe and “white people” in different 
ways for different purposes, as needed 
for their entire worldview to hold.

I call this “historical gerrymander-
ing” (after the practice of redrawing 
an electoral district in such a way that 
it strengthens a favoured party’s voter 
block and dilutes that of an oppos-
ing party. The term “gerrymander” is 
a portmanteau of “Gerry” and “Sala-
mander”, referring to the jagged, high-
ly irregular, salamander-like shapes of 
the maps of these manipulated dis-
tricts and the 19th-century politician 
Elbridge Gerry, the earliest official to 
be associated with this practice).

On the other side of the rift, if 
you’re among those still trying to 
avenge European colonialism over the 
last half-millennium, can you show 
me any mature civilisation that does 
NOT have any history of imperialism? 
Are your ancestral lines completely 
free of any imperial taint? In fact, can 
you say confidently 
that you don’t share 
substantial ances-
try with the people 
you are charging 
as the descend-
ants of your ances-
tors’ oppressors? It 
should be noted, 
despite my framing 
of these questions 
the way I have, that 
this “side” is cur-
rently dominant 
in academia and 
the media (and is 
espoused by most 
white liberals, not 
just people of col-
our). In academia, it 
is reportedly com-
mon to be pres-
sured to publicly 

avow “anti-racist” sentiments and 
policies and even sign specific dec-
larations. I’ve read strangely forced 
statements in nonfiction books and 
scientific papers that sound like ritual 
affirmations.

Much of what passes for historical 
literature now is an incessant battle 
of competing tribal mythologies and 
revisionism. For those who are still 
committed to truth and good-faith 
communication, there are now some 
additional hurdles. To confront either 
side of the problem, one must now 
devote considerable time and energy 
to dispelling the perception that one 
is shilling for the other camp.

The author is a lawyer, writer and  
editor based in Manhattan, New York
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Jangipur College in Murshidabad: The only 
general degree college in Jangipur city

‘After marriage, it’s not just ‘I’ anymore; it’s us’

It is interesting to read the ‘Letter from New York’ by Koli Mitra. The article on 
former US President, Donald Trump, provided insights into the way people either 
worship him or make him a villain. We need to understand that everything is not 
black and white, but has shades of grey. 

Yours etc.,  
Dipak Dhar

Kolkata, 9 June

An element of grandiose provides multiple streaks of celebration for ever; hence, 
accept my warm regards for the article “Story of Statesman House” by Dola Mitra, 
published in the pages of the 8th day (The Sunday Statesman, dated 16 June 2024). 
Conservation of heritage and legacy are indeed primary duties, but a raging rumour 
disturbed many of us, especially after the sight of large lime-green scaffolding sheets, 
perhaps symbolising the advancement of crass commercialisation and demanding a 
pound of flesh as the price of modernity. Another heritage going to be lost forever? 
Now, as the rumours are categorically quashed out, we may again relax on our memo-
ries of early childhood concerning the newspaper along with the majestic heritage 
sight. As a regular passer-by, the smell of newsprints in the odd hours, enhanced by 
the sound of papers of tomorrow being printed like the advent of rain at a distance, is 
energising, symbolising the future, after all! 

Yours  etc., 
Nilanjan  Mukhopadhyay

Kolkata, 16 June

T
he Bhagirathi River bisects the town of 
Jangipur, a subdivision of the historic 
Murshidabad district. Although Jan-
gipur municipality was established in 

1869, until 2001, ferries were the main means 
of communication between the two sides. A 
bridge was built over the Bhagirathi River in 
2001, fulfilling the long-standing expectations 
of the people of the area. The history and cul-
tural heritage of Jangipur are ancient. People of 
Bengal and India know this subdivision as the 
city of Dadathakur Sarachchandra Pandit. The 
first weekly newspaper, “Jangipur Sangbad” 
was published in Jangipur in 1939 under the 
editorship of Dadathakur. His “Vidushak” and 
“Botol Purana” are brilliant additions to Bengali 
satirical literature. The famous kabiyal Gumani 
Dewan (1302-1380 Bengali era) lived in Jindighi 
village in Jangipur. In memory of the kabiyal, 
the state Kabiyal Mela has been held in Jin-
dighi village for the past ten years. The legend-
ary Alkap artist Dhananjay Mandal was born 
in Dhanpat Nagar village, on the outskirts of 
Jangipur College. Jhanksu took the folk drama 
Alkap industry to the pinnacle of excellence. 

It was from Jangipur that India's famous 
politician Bharat Ratna, the late Pranab 
Mukherjee, was elected to the Lok Sabha for 
the first time in his life, held important minis-
tries in the Government of India, and was the 
only Bengali to become the President of India. 
Today we are focusing on Jangipur College, the 
only general degree college in Jangipur city. 

Jangipur College is located in a beautiful 
natural environment on the eastern bank of 
the Bhagirathi River, which runs through the 
middle of Jangipur city. Jangipur College was 
established as a government-sponsored col-
lege in 1950 due to the efforts of some educated 
people in the area. At that time, this college was 
under Calcutta University. In 1999, along with 
other colleges in Nadia and Murshidabad, Jan-

gipur College also came under the affiliation 
of Kalyani University. The college is QMS and 
EMS, ISO-certified by an IAF-accredited body 
with a B++ in NAAC assessment 2nd cycle. 

There is a boys’ hostel with 60 beds. The 
hostel, which is under construction with a 
special grant from the central government, 
is not yet completed. The principal of the 
college, Prarthita Biswas, said, “A utilisation 
certificate has been sent after completing the 
first installment of the girls' hostel. Once the 
money for the second installment arrives, it 
will be completed very soon.”

Jangipur College is one of the addresses 
for getting higher education for the students 
of about 14 higher secondary schools around 
Jangipur College. Even though Jangipur is 
quite an old city, the main livelihood of the 
common people of the area is farming, bead 
tying, and masonry work. At one time, the silk 
industry was flourishing in the area. There was 
fur and bronze work. All that is in the past now.

Now, Jangipur is known throughout the 
country for its skilled bidi workers and masons. 
Naturally, the students at this college come 
mainly from these families. The current num-
ber of students in this college is around 9,000, 
including those in the science, arts and com-
merce streams. About 55 per cent of the stu-
dents are from minority families; 30 per cent 
belong to Scheduled Castes; and about five per 
cent belong to Scheduled Tribes. About 30 per 
cent of students are first-generation learners. 
The number of female students is significantly 
higher among the total students at the college. 
Overall, this college has been playing an im-
portant role in the development of education 
in the area for a long period of 74 years. 

At present, the number of professors at 
this college (including the principal and the 
librarian) is 69. The total number of perma-
nent and casual non teaching staff is 32. There 
are six science subjects taught in the college, 
including physics, chemistry, mathematics, 
botany, biology and environmental science. 
Honours, or major and minor subjects, are 
taught in these six subjects of science as per 
NEP 2020. In Bengali, English, history, politi-
cal science, philosophy, economics, geogra-
phy and Sanskrit are eight subjects in the arts 
stream taught as honours, majors, and minors 
as per NEP 2020, and education and Arabic 
are two general and minor subjects. In the 
department of commerce, only accounting is 

taught as an honours or major/minor subject.
For those who cannot take entry into uni-

versity for various reasons after completing 
their undergraduate studies, there is an op-
portunity to study MA in Bengali, English, 
history and education at this college through 
the distance education department of Kalyani 
University. There are several subjects of sci-
ence and arts taught as undergraduate and 
postgraduate subjects under the aegis of Ne-
taji Subhas Open University.

Jangipur College has separate modern labo-
ratories for lab-based subjects. There are two 
computer labs with a total of eighty computers. 
Many classrooms in the college have audio-
visual facilities and two smart classrooms. This 
college has an herb garden under the supervi-
sion of the Department of Botany. The Central 
Library has a collection of around fifty thousand 
books and e-books, which is rare compared to 
other colleges in West Bengal. The library has 
newspapers, journals and e-magazines on vari-
ous subjects. There is a reading room for stu-
dents and professors. Every floor of Jangipur 
College has clean toilets for male and female 
students. There is a sanitary napkin vending
machine and a disposal machine in the girls’ 
common room. There is a daycare centre too.

The college has a modern canteen. The 
college has a large, environment-friendly 
playground protected by boundary walls. 
Students regularly play sports here. Also, the 
training classes of the NCC unit of the college 
are held in the playground. A number of stu-
dents from the NCC unit of this college have 
participated in the Republic Day Parade in 
Delhi. Their success in various competitions 
held among colleges affiliated with Kalyani 
University is notable.

The NSS unit of the college is very old. Their 
service programmes run throughout the year, 
in close proximity to the college and beyond. 
Every year, they adopt two to three nearby 
villages and help in the overall development 
of the villages. Their regular programmes in-
clude student health check-ups, blood dona-
tion camps, thalassemia awareness camps, 
health awareness camps, breast cancer 
awareness camps, napkin distribution, Gan-
ga and environmental pollution awareness, 
plantation programmes, etc. NSS programme 
officer Prof. Biplab Das said, "This year before 
the monsoons, a programme has been under-
taken to plant thousands of trees at various 

places in the area, including college premises, 
playgrounds and Bhagirathi banks."

With the unstinted support and coopera-
tion of the Management Committee of this 
college, the encouragement of the principal, 
and the leadership of the Internal Quality As-
surance Cell (IQAC), various sub-committees 
of the college undertake programmes in their 
respective fields outside of the syllabus-ori-
ented curriculum unrelentingly. For example, 
various committees like the cultural sub-com-
mittee, seminar sub-committee, women's cell, 
equal opportunity centre, publication sub-
committee, icc (internal complaints commit-
tee), career guidance cell, etc. organise regular 
cultural programmes, workshops, seminars, 
awareness camps, and publish magazines.

The auspicious days are celebrated with 
great fervour and aplomb. Professor Krish-
nendu Palchoudhuri of the department of 
economics is an accomplished musician 
himself. As he is the convenor of the cultural 
subcommittee, the cultural programmes of 
the college are of very high quality. The career 
guidance cell of the college helps the students 
in their careers in its limited capacity. Bas-
udeb Chakrabarti, coordinator, IQAC, and 
head, department of English, said, "Though 
the college is in a remote area of West Bengal, 
our main strength is the resources. The col-
lege has highly qualified professors in every 
department, including the principal and the 
librarian. This might be the scenario in most 
colleges, but our additional strength is that 
during working days, 90 per cent of professors 
working here stay back. As a result, beyond 
the specified time, a great talent 
pool can work for the improve-
ment of the college."

The students of the depart-
ments of zoology, botany and 
geography at the college have 
excursions on a regular basis. 
Other departments also organ-
ise educational trips and picnics 
at regular intervals. Through 
these programmes, sincere re-
lationships are developed be-
tween students and professors. 
The Jangipur College Alumni 
Association is a very strong or-
ganisation of alumni of Jangipur 
College. Reunions are held every 
two years under its initiative. 

The president of this association is Rezaul 
Karim, a successful businessman in the area 
who said, “The joy of being associated with 
Jangipur College is one of the greatest joys of 
our lives. Therefore, if we have any role in the 
development of the college, we eagerly look 
forward to it. We have grand celebratory plans 
for the 75th anniversary of the college next 
year.”

Nurul Mortoza, senior professor of the de-
partment of Bengali, said, “Sri Bhajan Kumar 
Sarkar is the architect of the transformation of 
the college in the recent past. Shri Sarkar was 
the president of the management committee 
from 2012 to 2017. Bhajan Babu’s administra-
tive experience and indomitable desire to do 
good, combined with the efforts of the mem-
bers of the governing body, literally trans-
formed the college's get-up into a modern 
one. The honourable members of the current 
management association, including the prin-
cipal, are trying hard to continue that trend.”

At the end of this year, the visit of the NAAC 
peer team for assessment of the 3rd cycle at 
this college is on the horizon. This year, the 
college will be 75 years old. Overall, the at-
mosphere at the college is beautiful. Based 
on that, professor Tarak Mondal, secretary in 
the teachers' council, said that, “Despite the 
scorching heat of summer this year, we did 
not take a vacation. On the advice of the prin-
cipal, I have been cooperating in facilitating 
administrative and academic work, and in 
this regard, I have received the full support of 
the teaching staff, including the professors of 
the college.” 

O
h, we didn’t even start 
talking until all the 
marriage rituals were 
over.” This is what 

Nandini Das had to say when 
asked how she met her hus-
band. When in today’s world, 
lasting love is a lost notion, 
and with marriages ending up 
in divorces with numbers in-
creasing every day, how did a mar-
riage where two individuals did 
not even get a chance to interact 
work out for almost 46 years? This 
is the story of Nandini Das and 
Ashish Das, who met in 1978 when 
her father saw a matrimonial ad 
related to Ashish Das. 

“It was my mother-in-law and 
brother-in-law who came to see 
me first, followed by my husband 
during the second meeting,” says 
Nandini Das, trying to recollect 
what exactly happened on that 
day. Upon asking how her im-
pression was upon seeing her 
husband, “Oh!” said Nandini Das, 
laughing, “I got a sense he was 
caring. I did not get the chance 
to interact with him, really. The 
marriage dates were decided, and 
upon those days, you did not real-
ly ask the girl whether she wanted 
to get married or not; it was the 
elders doing the most of it.” Ash-
ish Das added, “When I first saw 
her, I just knew she was ideal for 

me as a life partner; no buts and 
no ifs.”

Getting married on 1 March 
1978, and being new to the whole 
notion of living in a joint family, for 
Nandini Das, it wasn’t easy getting 
used to one. “It was a bit difficult, 
and while my husband was ex-
tremely supportive, he also knew 
that I could hold my ground. But I 
did not get that much time to stay 
and get well-attuned with each 
and every member of the family. I 
got married in March, and by the 
end of June, I was on a ship with 
my husband. He was a chief en-
gineer in the merchant navy, and 
that meant spending months on 
the sea.” Elucidating how difficult 
it was to adjust to sea life at first, 
her only solace was her books, and 
her biggest supporter and friend 
was her husband.

Even after giving birth to her 
daughters while living for several 
years in Andaman with her hus-
band out there on the sea, one 

thing she cherished was her 
birthday. “If he was in town 
during that time, a bouquet of 
flowers from him was a con-
stant, but if he was away, he 
used to make sure that when 
he returned, we went out 
for dinners, or he would just 

randomly come home with a 
bouquet of flowers.” 

According to her, marriage is 
a relationship that evolves slowly; 
one cannot master it in a few days, 
but rather, one gets used to it, and 
it becomes free-flowing. “In a 
marriage, it is extremely impor-
tant that you feel at peace with 
the person, as one would say 
compatibility. After marriage, 
it is not just ‘I’ anymore; it be-
comes ‘Us’. Never give up on 
your individuality or who you 
are, but make sure you adjust 
to accommodate the other per-
son in your life.” For her, trust is 
another thing that you cannot 
compromise on when it comes 
to marriage, to which Ashish 
Das adds, “True, without trust 
and respect for each other, no 
marriage can survive.”

Ending the conversation 
with the question, “Do you still 
fight?” to which Nandini Das 
said stealthily, “Believe us, every 
day. But now, it is a hard-bound 
rule that whoever starts the fight 
first says sorry first.”

If you have a story 
of success to share 
about your mar-
riage, you may write 
to us at the email 
id given in the  
Comments Corner 
mentioning your 
name and phone 
number, and we will 
contact you

NISITH SINHA ROY

T
his year, a young illustrator and art-
ist, Kuhoo Mitra’s one-day solo exhi-
bition was exhibited at Calcutta Row-
ing Club on Sunday, 16th June. Mitra 

is a student of the bachelor of fine arts in il-
lustration at the School of Visual Arts, New 
York City, and will begin her final year in the 
coming fall. 

“I used to read a lot of children’s books and 
would love to draw my own characters and 
scenes passionately since childhood, and my 
parents have supported and encouraged me a 
lot in this field,” she said. 

Mitra decided to pursue her career as a 
freelance illustrator at an early age, and im-
mensely admired iconic painters and illus-
trators like Satyajit Ray, Nandalal Bose and 
Bikash Bhattacharya.

In this exhibition, she displayed 21 paint-
ings and five illustrated, hand-bound books 
done by herself.

She has been illustrating and publish-
ing books since her school days. Her first il-
lustrated book of Bengali poems, Somoyer 
Chokhe, was written by Subhanu Mitra and 
published by Bani Sansad Publishing House 
in Kolkata in 2018. One of her best illustrated 
books covers Bengali short stories titled Oder 
Golpo, written by Shreya Ghosh and pub-
lished by Parampara Prakashan in Kolkata in 
2020. A fifteen-page illustrated book written 
in Bengali and depicting through pictures 
the various rituals and events that take place 
is titled Durga Puja. The writing, typography, 
design, screen-printing and binding were all 
done by Kuhoo herself. She used the Japanese 
stab-binding method for this book, which was 
made in New York in 2023. She has illustrated 

a few accordion books, Creature of the Deep 
Sea and Cracking India in 2023.

Kuhoo has been experimenting in differ-
ent mediums, sizes, styles and subject matter, 
though in this exhibition she focused on water 
colour, gouache and coloured pencils. Kuhoo 
has expertise in mediums like water colours, 
acrylics, pen and ink, graphite and charcoal.

“I was highly enchanted by the Western il-
lustrators and writers at the age of 3–4 years. I 
got the primary idea of illustration and story-
board drawings from them and their illustrat-
ed picture books and magazines,” she says.

This was Kuhoo Mitra’s first solo exhibition, 
where she expressed a strong commitment to 
creating illustrated books in Bengali. She ob-
served that despite the growing diversity in 
the picture book industry, Bengali culture re-
mains underrepresented in English-language 
picture books. Consequently, Kuhoo aims 
to produce more illustrated books featuring 
Bengali protagonists, exploring unique as-
pects of Bengali culture. Her upcoming works 
will address themes like breaking stereotypes 

about Bengalis, celebrating Bengali customs, 
food and culture, and delving into the history 
of Bengal and the Indian subcontinent.

The writer is a freelance contributor 

The story of a young artist
SWETA DAS


