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�

Tamil Nadu 
hooch tragedy
toll touches 50

KALLAKURICHI

The death toll in the hooch

tragedy in Tamil Nadu rose to

50 with 13 more persons losing

their lives after consuming

spurious liquor. The victims

included five women and 

a transperson. » Page 4

GORY PLOT

Catching a 
falling star
A murder turns spotlight 
on fan culture, social 
media violations

GROUND ZERO » PAGE 7

T
he Election Com-
mission (EC) has
kicked o� prepara-

tions for holding Assembly
elections in Haryana, Mah-
arashtra, Jharkhand and
Jammu and Kashmir by up-
dating electoral rolls in
these States.

The terms of the exist-
ing legislative Assemblies
will end on November 3
(Haryana), November 26
(Maharashtra) and January
5, 2025 ( Jharkhand) and
polls are required to be
conducted before the com-
pletion of their terms.

Assembly elections in
Jammu and Kashmir are al-
so to be conducted for con-
stituting a new House after
delimitation of constituen-
cies, the EC said in a state-
ment on Friday. 

“Witnessing the huge
participation of the people
of Jammu and Kashmir in
the recent Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the commission has
also directed for updating
electoral rolls in the Union
Territory with July 1, 2024
as the qualifying date,” the
statement said.

In December last year,
the Supreme Court had di-
rected the poll body to

hold Assembly polls in
Jammu and Kashmir by
September 30.

PM, CEC’s stand 
On Thursday, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said As-
sembly polls would be held
soon in Jammu and Kash-
mir and plans were also
afoot to restore Statehood
to the Union Territory.

Chief Election Commis-

sioner Rajiv Kumar said re-
cently that the poll body
would soon initiate the
process of holding As-
sembly polls in the Union
Territory after witnessing
the enthusiastic response
during the Lok Sabha
polls. It will be the �rst As-
sembly polls since the
abrogation of Article 370
and the bifurcation of Jam-
mu and Kashmir into two
Union Territories.

The poll body said July 1
would be the qualifying
date for the electoral rolls
update. 

The pre-update exercise
will begin on June 25 to set
up or rationalise polling
stations at locations most
convenient to electors in
group housing societies,
slums, city outgrowths and
rural areas. The �nal elec-
toral rolls will be published
on August 20.

EC begins work on polls
in J&K and three States
It will be the �rst Assembly election since abrogation of Article 370, division of J&K into two UTs;

delimitation of constituencies to be held; Haryana, Maharashtra, Jharkhand too gear up for polls

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

After a day-long hearing on
the Enforcement Directo-
rate’s plea challenging the
bail granted to Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal in the
excise policy case, the Del-
hi High Court on Friday
put on hold the trial court’s
order. 

“Till the pronounce-
ment of this order, the op-
eration of the impugned
order (of the trial court)
shall remain stayed,” a Va-
cation Bench of Justice
Sudhir Kumar Jain said, ad-
ding that he was reserving
the order for two to three
days as he wanted to go
through the entire records.

The ED had moved an
urgent plea challenging the
trial court’s bail order,
which was passed late on
Thursday evening. Addi-
tional Solicitor General S.V.
Raju, representing the ED,
contended that the agency

was not given adequate op-
portunity to argue its case
by the trial court.

Senior advocates Abh-
ishek Singhvi and Vikram
Chaudhari, representing
Mr. Kejriwal, urged the
High Court not to stay the
bail order; they instead
suggested that the court
send him back to jail if it
found overwhelming and
cogent circumstances.

Kejriwal to remain
in jail as HC stays
bail order of court

Arvind Kejriwal

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

‘ED ACTING WITH BIAS’ 

» PAGE 9

CONTINUED ON 

» PAGE 8

PANIC WITHIN BJP: AAP

» PAGE 2

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day asked the National
Testing Agency (NTA) to
respond to pleas for con-
ducting a fresh National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test (NEET) 2024 following
allegations of question
paper leaks.

A Vacation Bench of Jus-
tices Vikram Nath and S.V.
Bhatti, however, refused to
postpone or stay the coun-
selling process scheduled
to begin on July 6.

“It [counselling] only
commences from July 6. It
will continue for a week.
Meanwhile, the applicants
have many options... to
amend/modify...,” Justice

Bhatti told a counsel for a
petitioner. The court, for
the second consecutive
week, issued notice to
pleas seeking a CBI investi-
gation into the allegations.
A petitioner urged the
court to bring the exam un-
der its direct monitoring.

SC refuses to put o�
NEET-UG counselling
set to begin on July 6
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Bid to ‘divert the
issue’: Tejashwi 

PATNA

A day after Bihar Deputy Chief

Minister Vijay Kumar Sinha

accused Rashtriya Janata Dal

leader Tejashwi Yadav’s private

secretary of being involved in

the NEET paper leak case, Mr.

Yadav on Friday said attempts

were being made to “divert the

issue”. » PAGE 8

India’s �rst indigenously
developed coronavirus
vaccine, Covaxin, was a
joint collaboration bet-
ween the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR)
and the Hyderabad-based
Bharat Biotech Interna-
tional Limited (BBIL) with
intellectual property (IP)
rights jointly shared bet-
ween the two organisa-
tions. That is what the pu-
blic record states. 

However, �lings by the
BBIL at patent o�ces in In-
dia, the United States and
Europe suggest that only
its scientists and personnel
are credited as ‘inventors’
of the vaccine with no

mention of ICMR
scientists.

The Hindu has viewed
documents detailing these
patent applications. If BBIL
personnel, credited in ap-
plications as Deepak Ku-
mar and Krishna Murthy
Ella — Chairman and Foun-

der, BBIL — are indeed the
only inventors, it contrad-
icts a statement by the Un-
ion Health Ministry in the
Rajya Sabha, which
claimed that the IP rights
are “jointly owned”.

In response to a ques-
tion in the Rajya Sabha on

July 2021 by Congress pre-
sident Mallikarjun Kharge,
who demanded details of
the agreement between
the ICMR and the BBIL for
the development of Covax-
in, the then Minister of
State (Health Ministry)
Bharati Pravin Pawar laid
out a detailed response. 

The Minister’s state-
ment said the ICMR would
provide a “well character-
ised” virus strain for vac-
cine development, the
BBIL would develop the �-
nal vaccine formulation
and, be given a “non-exclu-
sive” licence granted to
commercialise the product
within two years.

Patent �lings credit Bharat Biotech
as ‘inventor’ of Covaxin, omit ICMR 
Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Rights issue: Health Ministry had claimed that the IP rights of the

vaccine were ‘jointly owned’ by ICMR and Bharat Biotech. FILE PHOTO

CONTINUED ON 

» PAGE 8

Nikhil Gupta, the business-
man accused in the U.S. of
an assassination plot
against Khalistani separa-
tist Gurpatwant Singh Pan-
nun, has not asked for con-
sular help, the Ministry of
External A�airs has said.

“We have so far not re-
ceived any request for con-
sular access from Mr. Gup-
ta, but his family has got in
touch with us, and we are
in touch with the family
members, and we are look-
ing at the matter, as to
what can be done,” said
MEA spokesperson Rand-
hir Jaiswal, con�rming that
Mr. Gupta was extradited
to the U.S. on June 14.

MEA: Gupta has
not requested
consular help

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

DETAILS

» PAGE 9

STAFF EXPLOITATION

Jail term for Hinduja 
family members
WORLD » PAGE 12

NEXT ASSIGNMENT

Rohit Sharma’s men face
the Bangladesh test
SPORT » PAGE 15
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S
enior Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) leader
and Delhi Water Mi-

nister Atishi on Friday be-
gan an inde�nite hunger
strike, demanding that Ha-
ryana release Delhi’s
“rightful” share of water.
The national capital has
been su�ering from an
acute water shortage, with
the Minister claiming that
the BJP-ruled Haryana had
curbed water supply to the
city, directly a�ecting near-
ly 28 lakh people.

Several senior AAP lead-
ers, including Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal’s wife,
Sunita Kejriwal, were pre-
sent at the launch of Ms.
Atishi’s fast.

Ms. Kejriwal read out a
message from her husband
who said Delhi’s people
had nowhere to go amid
the water crisis even as the
neighbouring State of Ha-
ryana had refused to ex-
tend help.

The message stated,
“We had hoped that we
would get more support
from the neighbouring
States in this di�cult time,
but even in such a di�cult
time, the Haryana govern-
ment has reduced the daily
supply of water to Delhi.
Delhi is thirsty. Where
should the people of Delhi
go?”

New Delhi MP Bansuri
Swaraj said Ms. Atishi’s
hunger strike was a

“sham” and an attempt to
cover up her ine�ciency
as the Water Minister.

Addressing mediaper-
sons from the protest site
in south-east Delhi’s Bho-
gal, the Minister said Delhi
relies on a supply of 1,005
million gallons per day
(MGD) of water daily. Out
of this, Haryana is sup-
posed to provide the city
with 613 MGD. However,
for the past two weeks, the
State has been supplying
only 513 MGD of water.

‘No relief’
“Being the Water Minister
of Delhi, I made every pos-
sible e�ort to get Delhi’s
rightful share of water. Ho-
wever, the BJP government
of Haryana did not provide
it. In this regard, I also
wrote a letter to the Prime
Minister and requested
him to get Delhi’s rightful
share of water from the Ha-
ryana government. Instead
of providing relief, for the
last two days, the Haryana

government has curbed
120 MGD of supply,” she
said.

‘Ignored warnings’
Ms. Swaraj said the Delhi
Jal Board should have pre-
pared in advance for the
water crisis, given that the
weather department had
issued repeated warnings
about the intense heat. The
New Delhi MP also asked
why the Delhi government
had not sought water from
the Punjab government, as
AAP is in power in both
States.

In a statement, AAP ac-
cused the MP of “trying to
trivialise the situation by
asking baseless questions”.

“Delhi Water Minister
has made every e�ort to
mitigate the water crisis,
including meeting Delhi’s
Lieutenant-Governor,
seeking interventions from
the Prime Minister and Un-
ion Jal Shakti Minister, and
requesting help from the
Haryana CM,” it added.

Atishi begins hunger 
strike for more water;
BJP calls it a sham

Water Minister Atishi, along with other senior leaders of AAP, at

Rajghat on Friday before the start of her fast. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Did everything possible to get relief, inde�nite fast is now the only option:

Water Minister; BJP says the protest is meant to hide Atishi’s ine�ciency 

Satvika Mahajan
NEW DELHI

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) lead-
ers said on Friday that the En-
forcement Directorate’s (ED)
plea in the Delhi High Court
against the trial court’s bail to
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
had betrayed the “panicked
state” of the probe agency and
the BJP, which are “trying to
destroy Mr. Kejriwal’s politics
of truth”.

Terming as “historic” the
trial court’s order, which late
on Thursday evening gave re-
lief to the Chief Minister in the
money laundering case linked
to the now-scrapped excise
policy, Rajya Sabha member
Sanjay Singh said the �ne print
revealed the ED and BJP’s
“plot” against AAP. 

“After the order, the ED was
in a dilemma. Then, it was gi-
ven orders by its higher-ups to
go to the High Court. Have you
ever heard of a situation where
the order copy has not been re-
leased, nobody knows what is
in the order, yet the ED goes
and asks the High Court to put
a stay on it?” Mr. Singh said. 

He added that the probe
agency uses testimonies that
are in its favour, while “conve-
niently hiding” those that are
not. “They [ED] have cited fa-
bricated stories in court to des-
troy the Chief Minister and
AAP. Is this how Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is planning to
run our judiciary system?” he
said, adding that he hoped the
High Court would take “serious
cognisance” of the trial court’s
order. 

‘ED’s case in tatters’
Delhi Minister Saurabh Bharad-
waj said the trial court’s order
had “entirely demolished” the
ED’s case on the alleged liquor

policy scam. “The entire case
was left in tatters after the Va-
cation Bench’s bail order,
which is why the ED and Union
Ministers are panicking and
reaching the High Court asking
for a stay on the trial court’s or-
der,” he said. 

The AAP chief’s wife, Sunita
Kejriwal, also lashed out at the
probe agency, stating that it
was “behaving as if Arvind Kej-
riwal is India’s most wanted
terrorist”. 

‘HC order still valid’
Meanwhile, Delhi’s BJP unit
said although AAP leaders “ex-
cel in spreading confusion”,
the High Court order is still in
operation and that it found that
the Chief Minister’s arrest was
“legally correct”.

“The High Court order
found that Kejriwal had a per-
sonal role in receiving crores of
rupees in kickbacks from the li-
quor policy,” said Delhi BJP
president Virendra Sachdeva.
He added that it was an “old ha-
bit” of the party to claim that
“the truth alone triumphs”
when judgments are in their fa-
vour, but to question the same
judicial system when the or-
ders go against them.

“It would be better if AAP
leaders understand the judicial
system before hastily passing
comments,” he said. 

Bail to Arvind Kejriwal
betrays panic within
ED, and BJP, says AAP

Sanjay Singh said the ED had a plot

against AAP. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Scores of students, police
o�cers, and members of
civic bodies across the Cap-
ital participated in Interna-
tional Yoga Day on Friday
and engaged in various yo-
ga events in the early hours
of the day.

Union Health Minister
J.P. Nadda, while partici-
pating in an event organ-
ised by the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) at
Yamuna Sports Complex,
appealed to all to make yo-
ga an integral part of their
daily routines. “Yoga not
only keeps our body
healthy, but also awakens

our inner strength,” he
said.

Almost 20,000 people
participated in the events
organised by the DDA
across a total of 18 sports
complexes, golf courses,
and DDA parks.

Meanwhile, about 1,000
people practised yoga with
Delhi University (DU) Vice-
Chancellor Professor Yo-
gesh Singh and BJP MP Ma-
noj Tiwari at the DU cam-
pus. 

The Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi also organised
a series of events in all its
zones, and encouraged the
participation of specially-
abled children at its
schools. 

Thousands across the
Capital participate in
International Yoga Day 

Yoga enthusiasts performing an asana on Kartavya Path on Friday.

R.V. MOORTHY

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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Timings

DELHI

SATURDAY, JUN. 22

RISE 05:25 SET 19:23

RISE 20:04 SET 05:11

SUNDAY, JUN. 23

RISE 05:25 SET 19:23

RISE 20:59 SET 06:13

MONDAY, JUN. 24

RISE 05:25 SET 19:23

RISE 21:47 SET 07:21

D
ata from the Zonal
Integrated Police
Network and the

Ministry of Home A�airs
show that a record number
of homeless people died in
the Capital between June 11
and June 19, according to a
report by the Centre for
Holistic Development
(CHD), a non-pro�t organi-
sation (NGO) that works to
provide support to the
homeless. The report was
released on June 19, a day
before Health Minister Sau-
rabh Bharadwaj con�rmed
the deaths of 14 persons
due to heatstroke, of
whom many had pre-exist-
ing diseases.

The NGO, which is a
member of the National
Forum For Homeless
Housing Rights — a coali-
tion of 50 organisations, la-
wyers, and activists work-
ing across the country on
issues a�ecting homeless
people — said it has never
recorded as many deaths
among the destitute during
the nine-day period since it
started collating data 22
years ago.

Sunil Kumar Aledia, ex-
ecutive director of CHD,
said, “Many homeless peo-
ple do not get the required
care and hence do not get
admitted to hospitals. That

is a major reason why the
deaths among homeless
people are much higher
than the number of deaths
reported from hospitals.”
He attributed the spike in
deaths to the most severe
spell of heatwave the na-
tional capital has wit-
nessed in the last several
decades.

Speaking about the ris-
ing number of deaths, Dr.
Suresh Kumar, medical di-

rector, Lok Nayak Hospital,
said, “This year, we sud-
denly received many heat-
stroke cases. Some of the
patients were severely af-
fected while some were
even brought dead. Many
of them were homeless
persons.”

Talking about the treat-
ment of heatstroke pa-
tients, Dr. Kumar said the
hospital has beds reserved
for such cases. 

Moreover, doctors and
nursing sta� are trained to
identify heatstroke pa-
tients and bring down their
body temperature. In
some cases, patients may
also su�er from low blood
pressure and seizures, he
also said.

Doctors at RML Hospital
have also been seeing a rise
in the number of heat-re-
lated cases. As of Wednes-
day, 50 patients had been
admitted to the hospital’s
heatstroke unit, which was
established in May.

Dr. Ajay Shukla, medical
superintendent, RML Hos-
pital said, “Patients are
cooled down in the heat-
stroke unit and then sent
to the general ward or the
ICU depending upon the
treatment they require.”
He added that till Wednes-
day, 11 heat-related deaths
were recorded at the medi-
cial facility.

75 bodies for autopsy
Meanwhile, at least 75 bo-
dies were received by the
Gautam Buddh Nagar’s
Health Department for au-
topsy between June 18 to
20, reported PTI. The dis-
trict’s Health Department
o�cials described the fa-
talities as “unexpected”.

They could not, howev-
er, conclusively say if the
deaths were directly
caused by the heatwave.

‘Record number of deaths 
of homeless in Capital due
to heat, lack of amenities’ 
Fatalities among the homeless due to heatstrokes in Capital broke 22-year record, as per police,

MHA data, says an NGO; punishing work hours, absence of facilities caused the spike, it adds 

Ashna Butani
NEW DELHI

Light rain showers were received in parts of Delhi
on Friday, bringing relief for many in the Capital
su�ering from an intense heatwave for the past
few days. The rain was accompanied by
thunderstorms and wind with the speeds of 30 to
50 kmph. The city’s minimum temperature
settled at 28.4 degrees Celsius, which is normal
for this time of the season.

Delhi receives rain, gets some
respite after 10 days of heat

INBRIEF
�

The Jawaharlal Nehru Un-
iversity Teachers’ Associa-
tion ( JNUTA) on Friday ex-
pressed concern over the
circumstances leading to
the cancellation of the Un-
iversity Grants Commis-
sion–National Eligibility
Test (UGC-NET), 2024, in
which over nine lakh can-
didates appeared.

“This was the �rst time
that the UGC-NET exam
was supposed to be used
for admissions to PhD pro-
grammes of universities,
which is a policy that the
UGC itself made. The impli-
cations of the cancellation
this time around are there-
fore much larger and more
wide-ranging, as it means
that these admissions will
also now be delayed, and
the academic calendars of
institutions will be dis-
turbed,” the teachers’ bo-
dy said in a statement. 

It added that the stu-
dents will now have to
mentally prepare them-
selves again for a retest

despite having appeared in
the exam honestly. 

“Little has been re-
vealed yet publicly about
the nature of the breach
that has taken place in the
UGC-NET examination.
While the swift decision to
cancel it may have been
prompted by the Centre’s
desire to avoid yet another
controversy like that
around the National Eligi-
bility-cum-Entrance Test
(NEET-UG), the public has
a right to know what went
wrong,” the statement
said, adding that it de-
manded the restoration of
the JNU entrance examina-
tion conducted by the un-
iversity earlier.

The Education Ministry
on Wednesday had an-
nounced the cancellation
of the UGC-NET after the
Ministry of Home A�airs
suggested that the integrity
of the examination had
been compromised. The
move came amid a contro-
versy over alleged irregu-
larities in NEET-UG,
prompting backlash from
students across India.

‘Scrapping UGC-NET
will disturb calendar,
delay PhD admissions’
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Two men were arrested for befriending women
on dating apps and allegedly robbing them at
their homes, the Delhi police said on Friday. The
police identi�ed the accused as Vijay Kumar
Kamal, 28, and Rahul, 35, both residents of
Mohan Garden in Dwarka. The police recovered
stolen jewellery, mobile phones, an SUV car, a
stolen scooter, and fake vehicle registration
plates, Deputy Commissioner of Police (Dwarka)
Ankit Singh said. The two had robbed two women
and had four cases against them, he added. 

Two men arrested for robbing
women they met on dating apps 
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A Special Investigation Team (SIT) appointed by
the Gujarat government to probe the May 25
Rajkot game zone �re incident, which claimed 27
lives, submitted its interim report on Friday to
Minister of State for Home Harsh Sanghavi. In its
100-page interim report, the SIT, headed by
senior IPS o�cer Subhash Trivedi, has suggested
some changes to Section 33 of Gujarat Police Act
(GP Act), which empowers local police to give
various licenses to such game zones. “We
submitted an interim report to the government
today. We found lapses on the part of the police,
�re department, town planning and road and
building department,” Mr. Trivedi said. PTI

Rajkot game zone �re: SIT
submits report, �nds lapses

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge Friday hit
out at the BJP over �ood management in Assam,
claiming that people have been squarely
betrayed by the “double engine Modi-Shah”
promise of making Assam �ood free. The �ood
situation in the State remained grim on Friday
with over four lakh people reeling under the
deluge in many districts, o�cials said. “Congress
party stands in solidarity with the people of
Assam,” Mr. Kharge said in a post on X. “In the
past 10 years, on every issue, Modi government
has only indulged in the politics of lies, deceit
and treachery,” the Congress chief said. PTI

Kharge hits out at BJP over
grim Assam �ood situation 

INBRIEF
�

T
he death toll in the
hooch tragedy in
Tamil Nadu rose to

50 with 13 more persons
losing their lives after con-
suming spurious liquor at
Karunapuram in Kallakuri-
chi. The victims included
�ve women and a
transperson.

Most of the victims who
succumbed on the interim
night between Thursday
and Friday were from Ka-
runapuram. Twenty-seven
persons died at the Go-
vernment Kallakurichi
Medical College Hospital,
16 at the Government Mo-
han Kumaramangalam
Medical College Hospital in
Salem, four at the Govern-
ment Villupuram Medical
College Hospital and three
at the Jawaharlal Institute
of Postgraduate Medical
Education and Research
( Jipmer) in Puducherry.

A total of 135 others, in-
cluding six women, are un-
dergoing treatment at the
Government Kallakurichi
Medical College Hospital;

government medical hos-
pitals in Salem and Villupu-
ram; and at Jipmer.

Specialist doctors
O�cial sources said a 71-
member team of specialist
doctors, sta� nurses and
technicians drawn from
government medical col-
leges and hospitals in Sa-
lem, Villupuram, Tiruvan-
namalai, Tiruchi and
Chengalpattu have been
sent to the Kallakurichi
hospital.

Former High Court
judge B. Gokuldas, the one-
man commission appoint-
ed by the State government
to probe the tragedy, on
Friday visited the Kallakur-
ichi hospital and Karunap-
uram, the epicentre of the
tragedy, and held a meet-
ing with o�cials.

The retired judge visited
those admitted to the hos-
pital and inquired about
the incident. He met the fa-
mily members of the
victims.

He also held a meeting
with Collector M.S. Pra-
santh, Superintendent of
Police Rajat Chaturvedi
and o�cials from various
line departments.

He inquired about the
incident and develop-
ments from day one, the
investigation angle and the
action taken by the police
and the administration.

Meanwhile, Tamil Nadu
Minister for Health and Fa-
mily Welfare Ma. Subrama-
nian visited the Jipmer in
Puducherry, where some
of the victims are undergo-
ing treatment.

One more held
The CB-CID police have ar-
rested one more person for
his alleged involvement in
the hooch tragedy.

Police said the accused,
identi�ed as Joseph alias
Raja of Sankarapuram, had
supplied the brew to Chin-
nadurai who in turn sup-
plied it to bootlegger Go-
vindaraj alias Kannukutty.
The police have arrested
Chinnadurai, Govindaraj
and two others in connec-
tion with the incident.

T.N. hooch tragedy toll
goes up to 50; one-man
commission begins probe 

Bidding adieu: Relatives of the hooch tragedy victims taking part in

a funeral procession in Kallakurichi on Thursday. S.S. KUMAR 

The victims in the Kallakurichi incident included �ve women and a transperson; a total of 135

others, including six women, are undergoing treatment at various hospitals in the State 
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Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
on Friday said that the
State government would
meet the educational ex-
penses and hostel fees of
all the children who had
lost either one or both of
their parents to the Kalla-
kurichi spurious liquor tra-
gedy, until they graduate.

Responding to a calling
attention motion in the As-
sembly, he said that be-
sides the ₹10 lakh solatium
that had been announced,
the government would o�-
er ₹5,000 a month to the
orphaned children. 

“Moreover, the govern-
ment would deposit ₹5
lakh in their names which,
along with interest, would
be given to them when
they turn 18. In the case of
children who have lost one
of their parents, the
amount would be ₹3 lakh.
These children would also
get priority in all govern-
ment schemes,” he said.

The Chief Minister said
that the children would be
admitted to government-
run homes or homes func-
tioning with government
aid, if they consented to it.

Reiterating that the go-
vernment was taking strin-
gent action against those
involved in the illicit brew-

ing of liquor, and that such
persons had been arrested
under the Goondas Act,
Mr. Stalin said that a total
of 14,606 cases had been
�led against the brewing
and sale of spurious liquor
since the DMK came to
power. “A total of 10,154
persons have been arrest-
ed and 58 of them have
been detained under the
Goondas Act,” he said.

Responding to the de-
mand that he take respon-
sibility for the incident, Mr.
Stalin said that he was not
someone who would run
away from problems.

“I also have a list of
hooch tragedies that hap-
pened during AIADMK
rule. I do not want to polit-
icise the issue. I also re-
quest them not to do that,”
he added.

‘T.N. govt. will bear
education costs of
bereaved children’ 

CM M.K. Stalin speaking about

the spurious liquor tragedy in

the Assembly on Friday.
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In the run-up to the Lok
Sabha election, the Mahat-
ma Gandhi statue on Kol-
kata’s Mayo Road was the
site of massive demonstra-
tions against alleged irreg-
ularities in teachers’ re-
cruitment by the School
Service Commission (SSC)
in West Bengal.

Dubbed the ‘SSC scam’
by the Opposition, it was
one of the planks on which
the Bharatiya Janata Party
fought the general election
in the State. But the ruling
Trinamool Congress’s per-
formance in the poll, ex-
treme heat, and dwindling
�nances of the job aspi-
rants have driven the once-
vociferous protesters away.
The venue, abuzz with TV
crew and police personnel,
now bears a deserted look.

Abhishek Sen, 37, a wait-

listed candidate, is among
the handful of protesters
holding fort. “The �ght has
been going on since 2019.
It is not possible for most
people to keep their spirits
high and continue �ghting
amid increasing expens-
es,” he said, adding that
most job aspirants spend a
lot to travel to Kolkata from
other districts to take part
in the protest.

‘No income’
“There are candidates
from Uttar Dinajpur, Malda
and North 24 Parganas
who have been coming
here daily to protest
against the recruitment
process. We have spent
years �ghting for our jobs
with zero alternative in-
come,” he said.

Many job aspirants from
the districts had rented
rooms on the southern
fringes of the city to com-

mute to the protest site.
Till recently, Kudrat-e-Ka-
bir, 34, a resident of Chan-
chal in Malda district, had
been living with 40 candi-
dates from North Bengal in
Narendrapur and Barui-
pur. “We have no income.
Our responsibilities to-
wards our families are in-
creasing. We can no longer
a�ord this. So many of us
have come back home for

good,” he said, adding that
some aspirants still travel
to Kolkata from faraway
districts to attend the prot-
est once a week.

For two years, the
State’s politics had re-
volved around the recruit-
ment ‘scam’, especially af-
ter the arrest of former
Education Minister Partha
Chatterjee in July 2022.
Since then, several Trina-

ment hard. “Many job aspi-
rants used to leave behind
their parents, spouses, in-
laws, and children to come
to the protest every day.
But for how long can our
families bear this?” she
said. “Most abandoned the
protest because of hope-
lessness. Everyone had
thought that before the
elections, the Chief Minis-
ter will take some initiative
to ensure justice. But now
that the election is over,
the optimism has gone
down,” she said.

Only way forward
But keeping the protest
alive is their only way for-
ward. Many candidates
have spent four years prot-
esting to become a teacher.
As Mr. Kabir and his fellow
protester Abhishek Sen put
it, till the �nal verdict in
the Supreme Court, the ag-
itation will go on.

aspirants.”
Near the Matangini Haz-

ra statue at Maidan in Kol-
kata, the crowd of protes-
ters, who are expecting
appointments as primary
and upper primary teach-
ers, has dwindled from
hundreds to just three. 

Prasenjit Mal, 38, said
he has been delivering gas
cylinders since 2014 to sus-
tain himself. “I wanted to
be a teacher, but I am still
delivering gas cylinders to
make a living. I am left with
no other option. I have age-
ing parents and I need to
put food on the table,” he
said, adding that he has to
take leave from work to
come to the protest site.
“But how many times can I
keep asking for leave?”

Priyali Pramanik, 34,
another protester, said the
heat wave this summer
and a feeling of hopeless-
ness have hit the move-

and non-teaching sta�.
The Bench said OMR
sheets were manipulated
that year. However, the Su-
preme Court, on May 7,
had stayed the High Court
order, saying that “it would
be unfair to set aside all the
appointments if the tainted
and untainted ones can be
segregated”.

The CPI(M)’s Rajya Sab-
ha member and senior ad-
vocate, Bikash Ranjan
Bhattacharya, who had re-
presented the job aspirants
in the High Court, told The
Hindu, “The Supreme
Court has listed the case
for July 16. It will then be-
come clear if the 2016 re-
cruitment panel will be
cancelled, and if the de-
serving and undeserving
candidates would be segre-
gated. If the undeserving
candidates are �ltered out,
vacancies might open up,
which can then be �lled by

mool leaders have been ar-
rested in connection with
the case that involves the
recruitment of teachers
and non-teaching sta� in
State-run schools. But the
Trinamool Congress’s re-
sounding victory in 29 Lok
Sabha seats indicates that
the issue has not resonated
with the people.

On April 22, the Calcutta
High Court had ordered
the cancellation of the
2016 recruitment panel
that hired 25,753 teachers

Bengal’s recruitment protests �zzle out post LS poll, but aspirants pin hopes on SC verdict 
Moyurie Som
KOLKATA

Teaching job aspirants staging a demonstration near Matangini

Hazra statue in Maidan, Kolkata, on Friday. DEBASISH BHADURI 

The �ght has been going

on since 2019. It is not

possible for most people

to keep their spirits high

and continue �ghting

amid rising expenses

ABHISHEK SEN 
A waitlisted candidate

The Calcutta High Court
on Friday directed the
West Bengal government
to take note of complaints
of post-election violence
and restoration of the dis-
placed persons to their
place of residence.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tices Harish Tandon and
Hiranmay Bhattacharyya
also directed that the pol-
ice administration “shall
ensure the safety and se-
curity of such displaced
persons and make a con-
stant vigil in the area of the
residence and ensure that
no threat perception or
any kind of violence takes
place in such area”. 

The court also extended
the deployment of Central
forces in the State till June
26. Allegations of post-
election violence and
threats have been raised
by Bharatiya Janata Party
supporters across the State
and the party has sent a

team of MPs to assess the
situation. 

“We cannot shut our
eyes to the spate of com-
plaints as disclosed and
the allegation on the role
of the police administra-
tion for which we feel that
the deployment of the
Central forces may conti-
nue for a limited period.
We, therefore, extend such
deployment till June 26,
when the matter would be
listed next to be taken up
at 2 p.m.,” the order read.

The court had earlier
ordered the deployment of
the Central forces in the
State till June 21. Addition-
al Solicitor General Asok
Kumar Chakrabarti, repre-
senting the Central govern-
ment, stated that if the
court directs, it will conti-
nue the deployment of the
Central forces in the State.

Advocate General Kish-
ore Dutta said 800 com-
plaints have been pro-
cessed and taken note of
by the State government

and out of which more
than 200 cases have been
detected as cognisable of-
fence, and the rest needs
sanction from the con-
cerned Jurisdictional Ma-
gistrate. A few cases are
still under scrutiny. 

Earlier a single judge
Bench of the High Court
had allowed the persons
a�ected by post-poll vio-
lence to submit complaints
to the Director General of
Police, West Bengal.

The Division Bench also
added that the State is di-
rected to “take note of
those complaints so dis-
closed and shall take im-
mediate action, as may be
required, including the re-
gistration of the com-
plaints/FIR and restora-
tion of the displaced
persons into their
residence”.

The court also added
that the plea of compensa-
tion as claimed in the in-
stant public interest litiga-
tions shall be considered
in due course. 

Ensure people displaced due to post-poll
violence return home, HC tells W.B. govt. 
Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

The court also extended the deployment of Central forces in the

State till June 26. FILE PHOTO: DEBASISH BHADURI

The Bombay High Court on
Friday reserved till June 25
its order on a habeas cor-
pus petition �led by the
aunt of the 17-year-old ac-
cused in the Pune luxury
car accident case in which
two software engineers
were killed.

The Division Bench of
Justices Bharti Dangre and
Manjusha Deshpande
questioned the approach
of the Pune police in the
manner in which the mi-
nor was granted bail �rst,
but then put in an observa-
tion home following public
outcry.

‘Child also in trauma’
The High Court said both
sides have gone through
trauma. “Those who met
with the accident and lost
their lives, of course their
families are in trauma. But
the child is also in trauma.
Give him some time,” the
court said.

Raising objections
against the habeas corpus
petition �led by the mi-
nor’s aunt, who is seeking
the accused’s release from
the observation home, pu-
blic prosecutor Hiten Ve-
negavkar argued that a ha-
beas corpus petition
challenging a remand must
be based on the incompe-
tence of the judge or the
mechanical passing of the
order, neither of which
were mentioned in the
petition.

To this, the court said,
“Prima facie, we have
made up our minds that in
such a contingency, if we
do not entertain either writ
of certiorari or habeas cor-
pus, we will be failing the
citizens of this country.”

Mr. Venegavkar argued
that since the grandfather
and parents were in custo-
dy, the minor had to be in
an observation home un-
der the supervision of a
probation o�cer. 

The public prosecutor

informed the court that
there was no obligation for
the minor to leave unless
someone physically ‘�t’
comes to take him, but till
date no one has ap-
proached the authorities.
He also stressed that send-
ing him to the observation
home was important for
the minor’s safety and
well-being.

Appearing for the peti-
tioner, senior advocate Aa-
bad Ponda argued that
once a juvenile is granted
bail, in no circumstances
can they be placed in an
observation home.

Father granted bail
Meanwhile, a court in
Pune granted bail to the
father of the juvenile ac-
cused in one of the cases
pertaining to the car crash
case. The court also grant-
ed bail to �ve other ac-
cused, including the owner
and managers of two bars
who were arrested for al-
legedly serving liquor to
the underage patrons.

Pune car crash: HC to pass order on plea
to release accused minor on June 25 
The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Car crash victim Ashwini Koshta’s grief-stricken kin in Jabalpur. The

HC said on Friday that both sides have gone through trauma. PTI
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K
erala Chief Minis-
ter Pinarayi Vi-
jayan and Leader

of the Opposition V.D. Sath-
eesan on Friday criticised
the Centre for ignoring the
convention and not ap-
pointing senior-most mem-
ber MP Kodikunnil Suresh,
and eight-term Congress
parliamentarian, as pro
tem Speaker of the 18th Lok
Sabha. 

In separate statements,
the leaders condemned the
decision to appoint BJP MP
Bhartruhari Mahtab, se-
ven-term MP from Cuttack,
as pro tem Speaker.

Casteist politics
Mr. Vijayan said the deci-
sion �outed established

parliamentary norms and
showed the BJP’s blatant
disregard for democratic
principles. “By overlooking
Kodikunnil Suresh, the se-
nior-most MP in the 18th
Lok Sabha, they under-
mine our parliamentary
traditions. It smacks of the
Sangh Parivar’s revanchist,
casteist politics that dis-

criminates against margi-
nalised communities. Dur-
ing the previous Lok Sabha
term, the post of Deputy
Speaker was kept vacant
for �ve years. Their atti-
tude of not accepting
anyone from the Opposi-
tion benches to the posi-
tion led to such a situation.
We must stay vigilant in

protecting our democratic
values and demand fair
practices,” said Mr.Vijayan.

Mr. Satheesan said the
denial of pro tem Speaker
post to Mr. Suresh was anti-
democratic and exposed
the BJP’s anti-Dalit face. 

“The decision not to
make Suresh, who belongs
to the Dalit community, the
pro tem Speaker is part of
the sectarian politics fol-
lowed by the BJP and the
Sangh Parivar. Such viola-
tion of parliamentary
norms even in a situation in
which the BJP has not se-
cured an absolute majority
is a challenge to the will of
the people and the demo-
cratic system of the coun-
try. It also shows the BJP’s
disregard and contempt for
Kerala,” said Mr. Sathee-
san. 

Denial of pro tem Speaker
post to Cong. MP kicks up row

Congress MP Kodikunnil Suresh speaks in the Lok Sabha during the

Budget Session of Parliament in New Delhi. FILE PHOTO

Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan and Congress leader Satheesan slams Union government for appointing

BJP MP Bhartruhari Mahtab to the post; they accuse BJP of undermining parliamentary traditions

The Hindu Bureau

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM The police on Friday regis-
tered an FIR against two
persons, who allegedly de-
manded money from JD(S)
MLC Suraj Revanna, threa-
tening that they would de-
fame him if their demand
was not met.

‘Victim’ on TV
The FIR was registered less
than an hour before a Kan-
nada news channel
claimed that a man had pe-
titioned the Karnataka
State Police chief and Su-
perintendent of Police,
Hassan, alleging that he
was raped by Mr. Suraj Re-
vanna, son of former Mi-
nister H.D. Revanna and
brother of Prajwal Revan-
na, former MP.

The alleged victim ap-
peared on the private

channel and claimed that
he had been sexually
abused at a farmhouse in
Hassan district. However,
The Hindu did not get an
independent con�rmation
of the same. Sources in
Hassan district police
claimed they had not re-
ceived any such petition. 

The police registered
the case based on a com-
plaint �led by Shivakumar
H.L of Hanumanahalli. In
his complaint, he identi-
�ed himself as treasurer of
the Suraj Revanna Brigade.
The complaint was raised

against a resident of Kol-
langi and his brother-in-
law. Shivakumar, in his
complaint, said that the
person had often request-
ed Shivakumar to intro-
duce him to Mr. Suraj Re-
vanna so that he could
secure a job with his help.
During the elections, the
complainant introduced
him to the MLC.

The Kollangi resident al-
legedly met Mr. Suraj Re-
vanna on June 16 with a re-
quest for a job. However,
he did not get any assu-
rance from the legislator.

“As he did not get any
assurance from the MLC,
the person contacted me
and demanded ₹5 crore,
threatening that he would
make allegations of sexual
abuse against Mr. Suraj Re-
vanna if the demand was
not met,” the complainant
claimed.

FIR against two for ‘blackmailing’
Karnataka MLC Suraj Revanna
on allegations of sexual abuse 

The Hindu Bureau

SHIVAMOGGA

Suraj Revanna 

The police custody of actor
Darshan, who has been ar-
rested in the Renukaswa-
my murder case, will end
on Saturday, and he will be
produced in the court.

The police can seek the
custody of the actor for
two more days, if needed,
as per norms. However, it
is not clear whether the
police will seek an exten-
sion of his custody on Sa-
turday or he will be re-
manded in judicial
custody.

The police had taken
the custody of Darshan, his
friend Pradosh, Stonny
Brook pub’s owner V. Vi-
nay, and electrician Dhan-
raj for two days on Thurs-
day, while seeking judicial
custody of other accused. 

The police had claimed
that the four accused they
sought custody of were not
cooperating with the
probe. The police had
claimed that they had
found crucial evidence in
the phone of Vinay. The
police are tight-lipped on
what the evidence is.

Darshan’s
police custody
ends today

The Hindu Bureau

BENGALURU

The Forest Department
�led a case against an ille-
gal elephant safari centre
in Idukki and issued a stop
memo after a mahout was
trampled to death by an
elephant there on Thurs-
day. According to o�cials,
Neeleswaram resident Ba-
lakrishnan, 62, was killed
by a cow elephant at a priv-
ate elephant safari centre
in Idukki around 6.30 p.m.

O�cials said the ele-
phant trampled Balakrish-
nan while he was waiting
near the animal to take
tourists on safari. The tou-
rists narrowly escaped the
attack. The body was
handed over to relatives af-
ter autopsy. Both ele-
phants at the centre are
not registered under the
Animal Welfare Board of
India, which is mandatory
if they are to be used for
entertainment purposes.

Elephant kills
mahout at
safari centre

The Hindu Bureau
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T
he cancellation of the UGC-NET examina-
tion on Wednesday, just a day after its
supposed “successful conduct” by the

National Testing Agency (NTA), is one more load
of straw threatening to break the agency’s creak-
ing reputation. Coming as it did after irregulari-
ties in this year’s NEET-UG (medicine), and com-
plaints about the JEE (engineering), the NTA is
under intense pressure. In some ways, the Edu-
cation Ministry’s actions are in stark contrast to
its response to the ongoing NEET �asco, and
seem to indicate that it has learnt some lessons. It
took suo motu action on the basis of the Home Mi-
nistry’s cybercrime team’s inputs, even without
any formal complaints from candidates, unlike in
the NEET case where it has dragged its feet
through committees and court cases despite mul-
tiple allegations and police complaints of paper
leaks. The Ministry immediately cancelled the
UGC-NET and promised a fresh examination. It
has asked the CBI to probe the case, while not
heeding the persistent demand of NEET aspi-
rants for a similar probe. However, for the over
nine lakh UGC-NET candidates who studied for
months, and then travelled long distances to
their examination centres, some taking loans to
cover their costs, this is little consolation.

These young people deserve answers, and
right now, most of the questions are still unan-
swered. For one, no one in the government’s edu-
cation establishment has explained why the NET
was an o�ine exam conducted by the CBSE till
2018, when it was taken over by the NTA and be-
came an online exam, only to revert this year to
an o�ine, pen-and-paper exam, which is poten-
tially more vulnerable to paper leaks. As the in-
vestigation is carried out, full transparency is key
to any hopes that the NTA can regain trustworthi-
ness in the eyes of candidates. The second is ac-
countability and punishment of the guilty. The
government would also do well to consider a re-
haul of the NTA’s systems and personnel to en-
sure that the technical glitches, cheating scams,
paper leaks, and proxy candidates that have
plagued the exams this year are not allowed to
happen again. With the fate of lakhs of India’s
educated youth and youngest voters at stake, it is
not surprising that the testing agency’s woes have
become a political hot potato. Some Opposition
leaders have demanded that the NTA be disman-
tled and the responsibility for entrance examina-
tions be handed over to the States instead. This
may well curb the Union government’s centralis-
ing tendencies leading to examinations of enor-
mous scale that are harder to manage in a far-
�ung nation. However, some all-India examina-
tions will always remain, and the need is for the
States to join the Centre in recovering the integri-
ty of the beleaguered examination system.

Testing times  
The National Testing Agency needs 

an overhaul to regain credibility  

T
he security pact reached between Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin and North
Korean leader Kim Jong-un in Pyon-

gyang, in which both countries promised mutual
assistance “in the event of aggression”, has
echoes from the Cold War era. Russia and North
Korea, erstwhile allies, are facing biting sanc-
tions, but for di�erent reasons. And, both are at
odds with the West. Now, they seem determined
to revive the alliance so that they can stand up to
the western-led global order together. Mr. Putin’s
visit to Pyongyang, his �rst in 24 years, itself
marked a new beginning. The Russian leader has
supported multilateral e�orts to curb the North’s
nuclear programme in the past. Moscow has also
voted for sanctions at the UN Security Council
against Pyongyang over its nuclear arsenals. But
the Ukraine war appears to have altered Krem-
lin’s geopolitical arithmetic and provided an op-
portunity for Pyongyang to make itself useful as
an ally. When the Ukraine war dragged on and
Russia came under western sanctions, Mr. Putin
turned to Mr. Kim for ammunition and ballistic
missiles. After Mr. Kim’s visit to Russia in Septem-
ber 2023, North Korea reportedly supplied am-
munition to Russia. Moscow stepped up supplies
of food and fuel, and there was speculation that it
could help the North’s defence sector with criti-
cal technologies. While both have rejected re-
ports of weapons trade, the security pact clearly
elevates ties to the level of a de facto alliance.

Ever since the Ukraine war, Mr. Putin has stea-
dily expanded Russia’s cooperation with coun-
tries that are at odds with the U.S. He reportedly
bought kamikaze drones from Iran. China has al-
so emerged as a key economic, technological and
energy partner. And, by promising to help North
Korea, an isolated, one-family-ruled totalitarian
state that is still technically at war with South Ko-
rea, in the event of an attack, Russia has signalled
its readiness to play a larger role in northeast
Asia. Mr. Putin, essentially a cold warrior, wants
to build an axis of the ‘others’ opposed by the
West to expedite the churn in the global order.
China remains cautious but seems �ne with the
idea of its closest partners challenging the west-
ern order. This will have far-reaching geopolitical
consequences. North Korea will now have little
incentive to discuss denuclearisation. Russia,
which already has testy ties with Japan, could see
its relationship with South Korea deteriorating.
The agreement is also likely to strengthen the
emerging tripartite partnership in East Asia
among Japan, South Korea and the U.S., further
solidifying the new cold war between great pow-
ers, which is still in its early stages.

New Cold War  
Russia’s pact with North Korea will

deepen U.S. ties in East Asia  

T
he results of the just concluded general
election may partly be interpreted as
signalling a discontent with economic
conditions. The substantial drop in the

number of seats won by the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) in Uttar Pradesh — which is among
India’s poorest and most rural States — aligns with
this view.

Discontent, its sources
Dissatisfaction with governance is bound to be
high at a time of unemployment and persistent
in�ation. Food-price in�ation, in particular, has
remained elevated for �ve years. It is highest for
cereals and pulses, which are staples. For
households at the bottom of the income
distribution, food constitutes close to half their
household expenditure. Past experience suggests
that the price of food can be a determinant of
how the electorate votes. For instance,
historically high food-price in�ation towards the
end of its decade-long tenure had preceded the
end of the A.B. Vajpayee-led National Democratic
Alliance government in 2004. When it comes to
jobs, the unemployment rate has mostly been
higher since 2014. The Periodic Labour Force
Survey also shows a decline in the real earnings
of regular employees and the self-employed,
being substantial in the case of the latter. These
are some of the sources of the economic
discontent that may have propelled the shift away
from the BJP.

In the spirit of democracy, which he constantly
refers to, Prime Minister Narendra Modi must
now honour the mandate given by the people.
His government must address the sources of their
discontent. This would require a change from the
economic approach that has been followed for
the last decade. We are yet to see indications that
the government has this in mind. The Finance
Minister has promised ‘reforms’, and some
supportive commentators have spoken of how
they are essential for growth. Two points spring
to mind as reforms are brought to the table.

First, Mr. Modi’s much praised reforming zeal
has not translated to a higher average growth rate
after 2014. Reforms understood as changes in the
policy regime are e�ective only to the extent that
they a�ect the forces of demand or supply.
Clearly, this has not happened strongly or widely
enough in the economy, whatever the reforms
undertaken by the present regime so far.

Second, the growth that we have seen since
2014 has not brought along with it the things that
Indians aspire to. I have already mentioned the
high food in�ation. The Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations estimates that
close to 75% of the Indian population cannot
a�ord a healthy diet. This is not surprising given
the extent of increase in food prices in the past

�ve years and the highly unequal distribution of
income in the country. Apart from a�ordable
food, Indians aspire to infrastructure, both
physical and social. Social infrastructure is
constituted mainly by health care and education.
Physical infrastructure is almost everything that
is necessary both for everyday life and engaging
in economic activity. Both are crucial for living.

The economic policy of the past decade has
focused on attracting foreign investment, moving
to digital payment in all spheres, building a
manufacturing sector through subsidy and, in the
past three years, unleashing a highway
construction spree. Combined with this, there
have been a host of transfers, cash for farmers
and housewives and free rations for the poorest.
This might appear to be a winning formula, but it
has not been enough to bring the BJP back with a
majority. To continue with this would be to
ignore the people’s verdict. To honour it would
require going beyond vague pronouncements on
reforms or doubling down on welfare transfers,
even if there was �scal capacity for this.
Showcasing macroeconomic stability also will not
do. Till the COVID-19 pandemic, the central
government had had fair success with �scal
consolidation, though not equally with in�ation
control, but that could not prevent growth from
sliding even before COVID-19 had struck. While
you certainly do not want macroeconomic
instability, we can now see that it does not
necessarily bring more growth or deliver the
goods citizens aspire to. Continued high growth
in India would require a rise in the investment
rate. Private investment is guided by anticipation
of demand. The private investment rate in India
has not budged for a decade. Whether it will
rebound at a time when its principal cheerleader,
Mr. Modi, has lost his majority in Parliament is to
be seen.

Glaring de�cits
So, if ‘more reforms’ is not the way for economic
policy to respond to the electorate, then what is?
It would be to undertake speci�c interventions at
the pressure points which currently signal a
presence. The �rst, as already �agged, is the
rising price of food. Other than the promotion of
millets, agriculture has been a generally
neglected aspect of the Modi economic package
of the last decade. The relentless rise in prices of
staple foods is the sign of an under-developed
economy, and sits uncomfortably with the goal of
a ‘Viksit Bharat’. While wheat production only
experiences shortfalls in certain years, the
production of pulses, a major source of protein
for workers, has chronically fallen short of
demand for decades. Making India self-su�cient
in pulses must be taken up in mission mode. The
supply of fruits and vegetables, the sources of

vitamins and minerals, is hobbled by the absence
of cold-storage facilities and poor transportation.

A second pressure point in the country is to be
found in the Indian Railways. Its leadership
appears to have been caught unawares by the rise
in long-distance migration for work. Pictures of
reserved compartments on long-distance trains
swarming with ticketless travellers have sent
shock waves across the country. In such a
situation, to treat high-end ‘Vande Bharat’ trains
as a priority, not to mention the bullet train, is a
serious failure of judgment when it is not actually
irresponsible.

A third pressure point is the strained water
supply situation in our mega cities. First
Bengaluru and now Delhi have witnessed severe
de�cits this summer. These are India’s leading
agglomerations and water shortage can cripple
their economic potential, apart from endangering
social harmony. ‘Nal se jal’ must seem a distant
dream to many.

The public sector is crucial
I have selected only a small set from the many
de�cits in India today, but this would be su�cient
to see the point being made. Expressways and a
Digital Stack, which the BJP has championed ,
have their place for sure, but connecting cities
and digitising India are not the most pressing of
the country’s needs right now. The country needs
infrastructure that supports both everyday life
and economic activity. The �rst is easily
understood, but the second perhaps not. Firms,
including the self-employed, need producer
services ranging from e�cient transportation and
steady electricity supply to sewerage and waste
disposal facilities. When such services are
unavailable, production cannot take place, and
employment cannot expand.

The relatively high growth in India over the
past quarter century has not delivered these
services su�ciently, and they are unlikely to be
supplied by the private sector within any time
frame. Only the public sector can supply them at
scale. Surely, this must be obvious to Mr. Modi as
he travels the world to attend summits held in
locations with impressive public infrastructure.
His economic approach has banked too much on
the private sector to take the lead in developing
the country. But this has not materialised in a
decade, and it is unlikely to change. The
government, however, can undertake course
correction now. Instead of promising, or even
implementing, liberalising reforms, it should
move swiftly to address the pressure points that
are so obvious. It has set 2047 as the date to make
the country a developed economy. However
much it may grow by then, India will remain
underdeveloped without the infrastructure to
support life.

A mandate for a new economic approach 
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To continue
with the
‘winning
formula’ — i.e.,
the economic
policy of the
past decade —
would be to
ignore the
people’s verdict,
which is a
re�ection of
their discontent

T
hree years on, the military in Myanmar,
which overthrew the elected civilian
government in February 2021, continues

to kill, maim and displace its own people. India
has steadfastly maintained formal relations with
this regime, which has so far murdered more
than 5,000 people and displaced some 2.5
million people. In its second tenure, the Narendra
Modi government did very little to engage with
the pro-democracy resistance, which now has
both political and military wings. Indian foreign
policy scholars and practitioners have doggedly
defended this policy by arguing that India needs
to work with the junta if it has to protect its
“interests” in Myanmar and not get swayed by an
idealistic preoccupation with “values”.

How India can step out of China’s shadow
But, in foreign policy, there is no clear line
between “values” and “interests” simply because
neither has a standard de�nition. It all depends
on how a country de�nes these terms. This is also
the case with India’s Myanmar policy. New Delhi
has long de�ned its “interests” in the Southeast
Asian country in narrow strategic terms. But now,
it needs to leverage a unique set of “values” to
better defend its interests. It is possible for India
to put in place a more progressive, values-driven
Myanmar policy that works in favour, and not
against, its national interests.

This new policy should have two key pivots,
namely, democracy and human security. The
new National Democratic Alliance (NDA)
government, therefore, needs to take four
interlocking steps immediately.

First, India needs to use its credentials as the
largest federal democracy in the region to
sharpen its in�uence in Myanmar. For long,
Myanmar’s pro-democracy political elites and
civil society have looked up to India as a model of
a federal democratic union with a well-oiled
power-sharing arrangement between the centre
and various subnational units. This is even more
relevant today as the democratic resistance in
Myanmar, which is led by the National Unity
Government (NUG), dozens of ethnic
revolutionary organisations, civil society
organisations, and trade unions, strives to replace
the military-drafted 2008 constitution with a

federal constitution. By helping this vibrant
opposition achieve its aim through
capacity-building and knowledge exchange
programmes, India can distinguish itself from
China, its primary regional competitor in
Myanmar. Both Beijing and New Delhi can sell
military hardware to Myanmar, but only India can
sell the spirit of federal cooperation. Here is a
chance for the new Indian government to
outmanoeuvre the Chinese in their own
‘backyard’.

Weapons sales and humanitarian outreach
Second, India needs to immediately halt all
weapon sales to the Myanmar military. According
to the advocacy group, Justice For Myanmar
( JFM), Indian state-owned military hardware
manufacturers have sold a range of non-lethal
and semi-lethal equipment to the junta since the
2021 coup. In its most recent report, published on
March 27, the group claimed that on January 2,
the Indian Air Force transferred a package which
had 52 items, including navigation and
communication parts, to its Myanmar
counterpart. Another recent investigation by
Frontier Myanmar claims that India sold more
than $1.5 million worth of navy-grade diesel to
junta-linked entities since the coup. New Delhi
needs to immediately put a stop to these, as the
Myanmar military continues to use all its three
services — the army, air force, and navy — to
attack non-combatant civilians using imprecise
lethal tactics.

Third, India needs to immediately open
cross-border humanitarian corridors to help
civilians a�ected by the con�ict along three
border provinces — Sagaing Region, Chin State
and northern Rakhine State. According to United
Nations O�ce for the Coordination of
Humanitarian A�airs (UNOCHA) data, Sagaing
Region has seen the largest quantum of internal
displacement in all of Myanmar since the coup (as
of March 25, 2024). Rakhine comes next, while
Chin State sits tenth in the list. Continuing air
strikes by the junta and clashes between armed
groups in these areas have only pushed more
civilians across the borders. New Delhi needs to
�rst revoke its plans to fence the India-Myanmar
border and reinstate the Free Movement Regime,

or the FMR, which the Union Home Ministry
suspended in February 2024. Then, it should
engage existing humanitarian aid networks along
the India-Myanmar border to send emergency
relief assistance including medicines, food and
tarpaulin to the other side. Mizoram, where a
multi-layered asylum and aid ecosystem is
already operational, is a good starting point. India
should also collaborate with local and
international non-governmental organisations
with experience in the �eld. Best practices from
Thailand, which recently started cross-border aid
deliveries into Myanmar, should also be adopted.
New Delhi should use its clout to ensure that the
aid is not distributed by the junta, which not only
has a disastrous track record in this �eld, but is
also not even in control of large areas along the
India-Myanmar border. It is also possible to run
cross-border aid corridors without allowing
contraband to pass through, with stringent
checks and pre-delivery vetting.

Detention of asylum seekers
Fourth, the Narendra Modi government should
immediately halt the detention and deportation
of asylum seekers from Myanmar. This is
especially so in the case of Manipur, where the
BJP-led government has so far deported 115
asylum seekers to Myanmar — the latest round
was on June 11. These are people who entered
India not because they wanted to or with
mal-intent, but because they were forced to.
Regardless of the fact that India has not rati�ed
the 1951 Refugee Convention, it is incumbent
upon the government to treat them as refugees in
need of humanitarian assistance and protection
rather than as “illegal immigrants”. Both the
Indian Constitution and international law allow
the Indian state to do so. In fact, the customary
international legal principle of non-refoulement
discourages India from deporting refugees back
to a home country where they face a threat of
persecution or death. The Centre should also
urge the BJP-led Assam government to release the
27 Chin refugees detained in the State and house
them in a humane refugee shelter.

India, the “Vishwabandhu”, routinely claims to
stand with the people of Myanmar. It should now
walk the talk.

A progressive Indian policy on Myanmar outlined 
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Kallakurichi and policy

It is heart-wrenching that
several families in
Kallakurichi district have
lost their breadwinners. It is
likely that the Tamil Nadu
government will take action
against bootleggers, at least
in the short term. However,

Even though there are
loopholes in the legal
system in India, there needs
to be stringent legal action
and severe punishment
even if the political class is
found to be involved.

K.V. Ramesh Nair,
Chennai

after Independence, a
competitive examination
cannot be conducted in a
fair and scandal-free way in
India. The plight of hapless
aspirants cannot be
imagined. Their being
demoralised is only one
aspect. 

more awareness of the
impact of alcohol on health
must be scaled up.
Michael Jom,

Thiruvananthapuram

Examination scandal

It is a real shame and
pathetic that even decades

governments to raise taxes
without much backlash.
Since total prohibition has
been shown to be
ine�ective historically, there
is a need for measures to
ensure a safe product.
Simultaneously, e�orts to
promote de-addiction and

the elephant in the room —
flawed liquor taxation
policies — is being ignored.
Liquor is viewed as an easy
source of revenue for
governments, as consumers
are from diverse social
classes and are not
organised, allowing the
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A
food delivery executive out with a Sun-
day-breakfast parcel on June 9, was
headed to one of the apartments in
Sattva Anugraha, an upmarket com-

plex on the Outer Ring Road (ORR) in Bengalu-
ru’s western suburbs. On his way, he saw street
dogs pull at what looked like the body of a man in
a storm water drain. He alerted the security
guards, who in turn called the police.

Based on the complaint of Kevalram Dorji, the
security o�cer of the apartment complex, the
police recovered the body riddled with injuries.
It was stuck on a bushy slope o� the road and had
not fallen into the running water. There was no
identi�cation on him. 

The CCTV footage from the apartment com-
plex gave leads on two suspicious vehicles. As is
routine, the police secured the body in a morgue
and put out an advertisement with photographs
in newspapers that evening, seeking informa-
tion. It might have ended up as one of the many
unidenti�ed bodies in the metropolis, but the
police were in for a surprise on the evening of
June 10.

At about 7 p.m. that day, four men walked into
the Kamakshipalya police station and con-
fessed to the murder of the man they said
was K.S. Renukaswamy, 33. A resident of
Chitradurga, a district headquarters in cen-
tral Karnataka, around 200 kilometres away
from Bengaluru, Renukaswamy worked at a

retail pharmacy chain. Raghavendra, 43, also
from Chitradurga; Karthik, 27; Keshavamur-

thy, 27; and Nikhil Naik, 21, all from Ben-
galuru, claimed they had a �nancial dis-
pute with the deceased, had abducted
and brought him to the city, beaten him
up, and he had died.

Police action 

The police were sceptical: “The victim
did not have a pro�le which could have led to his
murder due to a �nancial dispute. Such surren-
ders usually happen only in underworld cases,”
said a senior police o�cial, who has been leading
the investigation.

Following sustained interrogation, the four
told a di�erent story. “What they revealed came
as a shock to us,” the o�cial said. The men said
Darshan Thoogudeepa, one of the most popular
Kannada cinema actors, had got the victim ab-
ducted from Chitradurga, had him brought to a
shed in Rajarajeshwari Nagar in Bengaluru, and
had beaten him up by his associates, leading to
his death. 

They said the victim had sent obscene messag-
es to Darshan’s alleged partner Pavithra Gowda
on social media. The actor had sent the four to
surrender, paying them to keep his name out,
police say. One of the four, Raghavendra, was the
president of the Chitradurga District Darshan
Fans’ Club.

In the next few hours, the police arrested se-
ven more people: Vinay V., 38, owner of Stonny
Brook resto-bar in Bengaluru, where the actor
had been partying on Saturday afternoon. Vi-
nay’s uncle owns the shed where the victim was

allegedly tortured and killed. Deepak, 39, is a
partner in the company running the shed and a
nephew of a Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) city
MLA. Pavan K., 29, is an employee of Darshan,
working as Pavithra Gowda’s helper. Pradosh,
40, is a corporate executive and has been Dar-
shan’s friend for two decades. Nandeesh, 28;
Lakshman, 54; and Nagaraju, 41, were allegedly
present at the shed and had assaulted the victim.

The next morning, as Gowda was arrested in
Bengaluru, city police arrested Darshan, who
was at a hotel in Mysuru for a �lm shoot. 

Darshan is one of the highest paid actors in
the Kannada �lm industry, called Sandalwood in-
formally. “He did at least two or three movies a
year earlier, and was considered a ‘dependable’
hero. Producers invested money in him; exhibi-
tors felt the need for such a hero so that theatres
would be busy most of the year. Both the indus-
try and the audience admired him for di�erent
reasons,” said Shashidhar Chitradurga, author
and �lm journalist. 

Darshan’s most recent action �lm Kaatera is
the industry’s biggest hit this year so far. At elec-
tion time, politicians �ocked to get the D-Boss, as
he is popularly known, to campaign for them, es-
pecially in southern Karnataka.

Last day at home

At about 2.30 p.m. on June 8, Renukaswamy had
called his mother Rathnaprabha, 62, over the
phone to tell her that he would not come home
for lunch, and would return late in the evening.
That was their last conversation. His body was
brought to Chitradurga three days later.

Renukaswamy had left home around 9 a.m.
on Saturday and parked his two-wheeler near Ba-
laji Bar, close to the circle where the roads con-
necting Chitradurga with Bengaluru and Challak-
ere taluka meet. As per CCTV camera footage, he

got into an autorickshaw, and the vehicle took the
Bengaluru route. After a couple of kilometres,
the passengers in the autorickshaw and the driv-
er shifted to a taxi. 

They have now been identi�ed as Raghaven-
dra, the driver Ravi Shankar, and two of his asso-
ciates Anu Kumar, 25, and Jagadeesh, 36, all from
Chitradurga. Raghavendra had allegedly lured
them into the plot, promising them a meeting
with their idol, Darshan.

Back home, his mother; father, Kashinath S.
Shivanagowdru, 75; and wife, Sahana K.S, 26,
waited, as the evening turned to the next day, and
there was no sign of him. “We called his friends
and the pharmacy, but no one knew anything,”
says Shivanagowdru. 

As they contemplated lodging a complaint
with the police on Monday, Shivanagowdru, who
retired as a senior assistant from the Bengaluru
Electricity Supply Company (BESCOM) 17 years
ago, got information of his son’s death from the
police. “I felt the ground beneath me cave in,” re-
called the father, still shaken. 

Renukaswamy, who was actively involved in
the activities of a few Hindutva groups, according
to people in the locality, had dropped out of col-
lege, where he was studying Commerce. He se-
cured a job in the sales section of a pharmacy
company and worked at its outlets in Chitradur-
ga, after undergoing training. “Last year, we got
him married to Sahana. June 28 is his wedding
anniversary, and we were planning an event to
mark the occasion,” said Shivanagowdru.

Instead, on June 17, the family held a ritual in
memory of Renukaswamy. “Sorry, the moment I
start to speak about my son, I cannot hold back
my tears,” Shivanagowdru said. What haunts him
most are the reports of torture. “The moment I
remember him, I start to imagine how he must
have su�ered. I imagine him pleading with folded
hands, wailing in pain. He must have cried for
help; he must have begged them not to torture
him.” Then, “His wife is �ve months pregnant.”

Where it all happened

The now infamous shed, about 300 metres away
from the road, is situated on a four-acre plot
owned by Pattanagere Jayanna, who has signi�-
cant land holdings in the Pattanagere village,
now subsumed within Rajarajeshwari Nagar, a
suburb in west Bengaluru. Intact Autoparc India
Pvt Ltd had rented the land parcel. About 400
seized vehicles, including some trucks and buses,
allegedly of loan defaulters, are parked in the
space. It has a two-storey building at one end and
is covered by at least eight CCTV cameras.

Raghavendra was allegedly instructed to take
Renukaswamy to the shed, where at least one
movie of Darshan had been shot. Darshan was
partying at Stonny Brooks.

Gowda, who runs a boutique, had on January
24, this year, posted pictures with Darshan on so-

Actor Darshan Thoogudeepa, after being arrested in connection with an alleged murder case. MURALI KUMAR K. 

Catching a 
falling star
The killing of Renukaswamy, allegedly by Kannada �lm actor-producer Darshan and his

associates, has made news even in places he and his �lms are not popular. K.V. Aditya

Bharadwaj and G.T. Sathish chronicle the horrifying series of incidents that mirror society’s

realities: fan-culture, alleged social media violations, and violence so brutal that it caused death 
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Police seal the shed were Renukaswamy, a fan of actor Darshan, was allegedly tortured and murdered. MURALI KUMAR K. 

Barring Darshan, who had a domestic abuse
case [in 2011, when he was arrested]; three
others have petty cases against them; none of
the other accused has any criminal record

A SENIOR POLICE OFFICER

cial media with the caption, “One decade down;
forever to go. #10year. It’s been 10 years of our re-
lationship. Thank you.” A sprinkling of hearts and
stars was added. Gowda became a target of trolls.
The message upset many Darshan fans who sided
with his wife, Vijayalakshmi, and wrote messages
against Gowda. 

Renukaswamy was one of them. Allegedly op-
erating under multiple fake Instagram identities,
he had persistently trolled Gowda publicly. Police
say he used the account @goutham_ks_1990 to
send her obscene messages and pictures. Police
have now found that Renukaswamy was a habi-
tual o�ender and had employed a similar modus
operandi with many women. One of them had
brought it to the notice of a police o�cer in
March 2024, but no action was taken.

These messages enraged Gowda, who alleged-
ly informed her help Pavan. Posing as Gowda, he
had chatted with Renukaswamy, managing to ex-
tract his mobile number and details of his whe-
reabouts. With this information, Darshan alleged-
ly contacted Raghavendra, seeking his ‘help’.
Using the photo and number, Raghavendra
tracked down Renukaswamy and brought him to
the shed, allegedly on Darshan’s instructions. 

Darshan then allegedly landed up at the shed
with Gowda and several of his associates, includ-
ing Pavan, the pub owner Vinay, and his friend
Pradosh. Investigations have now revealed that
Darshan got Gowda to beat up Renukaswamy and
made him apologise. Renukaswamy was later tor-
tured for several hours. Police claim that Deepak,
a partner in the company running the shed, who
had been out on work, joined them midway. 

Past and present o�enders 

The post-mortem report says that Renukaswa-
my’s death was “due to shock and haemorrhage
as a result of multiple blunt injuries sustained,”
say the police. The police’s remand application
gives graphic details of the torture. So far, 17 ar-
rests have been made. 

Police claim Pavan took charge of the cover-
up, roping in three associates. Late in the night,
the trio along with four others, took the body in
two SUVs and threw it into the drain. “They as-
sumed it would be washed away, but the body got
stuck in the bushes,” a police o�cial said.

Darshan claims he only warned Renukaswa-
my, got Pavithra to slap him, and left, and that he
had nothing to do with the murder. But police say
he was present for much longer. The actor has
now reportedly confessed to having paid Pradosh
₹30 lakh for the cover-up. Pradosh allegedly gave
₹5 lakh each to three who surrendered before the
police, taking the blame for the murder. They
had been promised more money for their fami-
lies. Police have recovered the money.

Bengaluru City Police Commissioner B. Daya-
nanda said they were con�dent of the case
against the actor, as the arrest was based on
strong evidence. “Barring Darshan, who had a
domestic abuse case [in 2011, when he was arrest-
ed after his wife �led a case]; three others have
petty cases against them; none of the other ac-
cused has any criminal record,” another senior
police o�cer leading the probe, said. He adds
this was the reason they did not know how to cov-
er their tracks. 

Fact, �ction, and the �lm world 

Following Darshan’s arrest for murder, social me-
dia is abuzz with multiple clips from his �lms
which eerily mirror the happenings in the case.
The characters Darshan plays in the movies often
portray a type of masculinity that punishes those
who violate women, by taking the law into their
hands. At 6.3 feet and a gym-built body, Dar-
shan’s appeal was at many levels. 

“In the initial years, people appreciated his
screen presence and stunts, in addition to his
looks. It was the time when gym culture picked
up in Karnataka. Young boys who were keen on
their physical appearance followed the actor,”
said Shashidhar. 

Despite being the son of on-screen villain and
character-actor Thoogudeepa Srinivas, well-
known in the 1970s and 1980s, Darshan started at
the bottom of the �lm industry pyramid, working
as a light boy, when he lost his father at 18. His
�rst break as a lead actor came with the 2002 su-
perhit Majestic, in which he played an orphaned
youth led astray into Bengaluru’s underworld. 

With his arrest after the domestic violence
case, for which he got bail, his relationship with
the media soured, but most of his �lms continued
to rake in money. Days after the domestic vio-
lence case, his �lm Sarathi, in which he played an
auto driver �ghting to take revenge over his fath-
er’s murder, became a blockbuster. 

Today, fans stand outside the police station
where he is being held, and the police, have had
to impose prohibitory orders around the station.
Social media is awash with fan support. 

In recent years, Darshan had made an e�ort to
break away from the mould he found himself in,
essaying roles of freedom �ghter Sangolli Rayan-
na and the Mahabharata’s tragic-hero Duryodha-
na in recent �lms. These brought him closer to fa-
mily audiences. His recent �lms Yajamana,
Kranti, and Kaatera, made good business and
were hailed for their social messages. 

Away from the blinding camera lights, Chan-
drappa, 60, accused person Anu Kumar’s father,
collapsed and died on hearing the news of his
son’s arrest. Chandrappa was a construction la-
bourer; his wife Jayamma works as a domestic
help. In their one-room tenement in Chitradurga,
Jayamma says, “My son Anu’s friend Jagadish is
Darshan’s fan. He forced Anu to join him for the
trip,” she says, weeping.
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Presenting his case before the High Court, Mr. Ra-
ju said, “Material facts were not considered by the
trial court. There cannot be a better case for can-
cellation of bail than this one. There cannot be
greater perversity than this.”

“I was not allowed to argue fully. I was not gi-
ven proper time of 2-3 days to �le written submis-
sions. This is not done. On merits, I have an excel-
lent case. The trial court said ‘�nish o� in half an
hour’ as it wanted to deliver the judgment. It did
not give us full opportunity to argue the case,” he
said.

The trial court did not even look at his reply on
the ground that it was bulky, he said.

He also mentioned that the trial court had gi-
ven �ndings contrary to those of the High Court
while upholding Mr. Kejriwal’s arrest. 

‘Attempt to malign court’
Refuting Mr. Raju’s claims, Mr. Singhvi said, “This
matter lasted for �ve hours (before the trial court).
Nearly 3 hours 45 minutes were taken by Mr. Raju
(ED) and then trial judge is faulted because she
does not repeat every comma and full stop.”

He also called out the ED for attempting to ma-
lign the trial court judge by claiming she did not
give the agency enough time to argue and did not
consider material evidence.

“There is a complete misconception as to what
the trial court judge dealing with bail application
should do. ED’s conception appears to be that the
bail hearing merely because it involves a former
Chief Minister and merely because there is a polit-
ical antagonism with the ruling party must go on
endlessly for hours without end,” Mr. Singhvi said.

“It is extremely unfortunate the way Mr. Raju
has maligned the trial court judge,” he added.

Mr. Chaudhari submitted that Mr. Kejriwal had
surrendered to the jail authorities on the expiry of
the interim bail period, which showed his bona-
�de conduct.

Kejriwal to remain 
in jail as HC stays bail 

Minister for Parliamentary
A�airs Kiren Rijiju on Fri-
day termed the Congress
party’s allegations that the
claims of its MP, Kodikkun-
nil Suresh, had been over-
looked in the appointment
of pro tem Speaker as “mis-
leading”. He insisted that
the Opposition had no “va-
lid argument” on its side.

On Thursday, President
Droupadi Murmu assented
to appointing BJP MP Bhar-
truhari Mahtab as pro tem
Speaker — usually the se-
nior-most MP elected to
administer the oath of of-
�ce to other MPs in the
House — of the 18th Lok
Sabha. However, the Con-
gress protested the move,
asserting that Mr. Suresh
who had entered his eighth
term was overlooked. 

Mr. Rijiju claimed that
Mr. Suresh, though an

eight-term MP, was not a
member of the Lok Sabha
in 1998 and 2004 and
hence did not have an un-
interrupted tenure.

“Do you think such an
argument is even valid,” he
asked about the Congress’s
accusation that Mr. Suresh
was ignored as he was a
Dalit. Mr. Mahtab, he said,
was entering his seventh-
consecutive tenure. “We
wanted the proceedings of
Parliament, meeting for
the �rst time with a new set
of MPs, to start on a good

note. But, even before the
start of the �rst session,
the Congress resorted to
misleading everyone,” Mr.
Rijiju said.

He then went on to cite
past precedents to show
that the United Progressive
Alliance (UPA) government
had ignored the seniority
principle, speci�cally
when Congress MP Balasa-
heb Vikhe Patil had been
appointed the pro tem
Speaker, ignoring former
Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee, the late George
Fernandes and former Od-
isha Chief Minister Girid-
har Gamang, who all had
more terms under their
belt. 

“I have to say it with
great regret that I feel ash-
amed that the Congress
has talked like this. The
post of pro tem Speaker is
very temporary. They play
their role till the election of
the new Speaker,” he said. 

Congress allegations on
appointment of pro tem

Speaker ‘misleading’: Rijiju
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Kiren Rijiju

A day after Bihar Deputy
Chief Minister Vijay Kumar
Sinha accused the private
secretary of Rashtriya Jana-
ta Dal (RJD) leader Tejash-
wi Yadav of being involved
in the NEET paper leak
case, Mr. Yadav on Friday
said attempts were being
made to “divert the issue”
to “protect the kingpin”.

On Thursday, Mr. Sinha
said Pritam Kumar, Mr. Ya-
dav’s aide, had booked the
government guest house
for Sikandar Prasad Yada-
vendu, an accused in the
case. One of the arrested
students, Anurag Yadav,
told the police that Mr. Ya-
davendu dropped him at
the place of accused Amit
Anand and Nitish Kumar,
who gave him the NEET
question paper and answ-
er sheet.

RJD leader’s challenge
“If the government has any
doubts, then call my priv-
ate secretary and question
him. I will ask the Chief Mi-
nister to arrest whoever is
guilty. On the claim made
by the Deputy CM, I am
wondering why the Eco-
nomic O�ences Unit,
which is investigating the
case, has not issued any
such statements,” Mr. Ya-
dav said.

“The engineer who has
been arrested may be a be-

ne�ciary, but the master-
mind is Amit Anand and
Nitish Kumar. This govern-
ment is making an attempt
to divert the issue. Why
does it want to protect the
kingpin,” he asked.

The RJD also hit back at
the BJP by releasing an old
photo of Mr. Anand along
with Deputy Chief Minister
Samrat Choudhary. 

“The main accused in
the NEET exam paper leak
scam is with the Deputy
Chief Minister of Bihar. The
so-called powerful Minis-
ter who was felicitated by
the accused has deleted all
his photos with him from
his social media handles
but don’t worry we have
them all. Send this to your
worried counterpart, the
other deputy CM,” the RJD
wrote on its X handle on
Friday.

The RJD leader blamed
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for the paper leak
and said exam papers are
leaked in the BJP-ruled
States. 

Govt. diverting issue
to protect paper leak
kingpin: Tejashwi 

Tejashwi Yadav 

Amit Bhelari
PATNA

Amid multiple controver-
sies that the National Test-
ing Agency (NTA) is cur-
rently embroiled in, the
agency on Friday issued a
noti�cation postponing
the Joint CSIR-UGC-NET ex-
am due to “unavoidable
circumstances and logisti-
cal issues”.

The noti�cation stated:
“The candidates are here-
by informed that the Joint
CSIR-UGC-NET Examina-
tion June-2024 which was
scheduled to be held bet-
ween 25.06.2024 to
27.06.2024 is being post-
poned due to unavoidable
circumstances as well as
logistic issues. The revised

schedule for the conduct
of this examination will be
announced later through
the o�cial website.” 

Candidates have been
asked to keep checking the
o�cial website.

Recurring issue
This comes days after the
Education Ministry can-
celled UGC-NET following
inputs from the Home Mi-
nistry suggesting that the
integrity of the examina-
tion had been compro-
mised. 

Over the past few days,
students across the coun-
try have been questioning
the testing agency over the
irregularities in NEET-UG,
and now about the cancel-
lation of UGC-NET.

NTA postpones joint
CSIR-UGC-NET citing
‘logistical issues’ 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Maharashtra’s Marathwada
region seethed with caste
tensions yet again on Fri-
day as other backward
class (OBC) activist Lax-
man Hake, on an inde�nite
hunger strike, traded bitter
barbs with Maratha quota
activist Manoj Jarange-Patil
over the Maratha reserva-
tion and OBC counter-prot-
est issue even as Home Mi-
nister Devendra Fadnavis
and CM Eknath Shinde’s
Mahayuti government
strove to defuse tensions.

While Mr. Fadnavis said
the government did not
want “a Marathas versus
OBC face-o�” and wanted
to preclude caste tensions,
Mr. Hake refused to call o�
his fast which entered its
ninth day in Jalna’s Wadi-
godri village today, reiterat-
ing that the State govern-
ment give a written
assurance that it would not

accommodate Maratha
community interests at the
cost of harming OBC
reservation.

Throwing down the
gauntlet to Mr. Jarange-Pa-
til, Mr. Hake said, “Jarange,
you do not have the stature
to argue with me on reser-
vation. Someone needs to
educate and teach him
about policy. He knows
nothing about the Mandal
Commission.”

In a stinging riposte, Mr.
Jarange-Patil accused Mr.
Hake of being an ‘agent’ of
his bête noire, OBC leader
and Maharashtra Minister
Chhagan Bhujbal and
vowed to destroy the NCP
leader’s political career.

“It is clear how casteist
Laxman Hake really is. I
warn the Shinde govern-
ment that if they try and
commit injustice towards
the Maratha community,
then we will put their lead-
ers in their proper places,”
Mr. Jarange-Patil said.

Marathwada simmers as
Jarange-Patil, Laxman
Hake cross swords 

Shoumojit Banerjee
PUNE

The Congress is likely to
demand the cancellation
of the National Eligibility
cum Entrance Test (NEET)
2024, a senior leader said
on Friday as the principal
Opposition party is all set
to raise the issue in the �rst
session of the 18th Lok Sab-
ha that begins on June 24.

As a separate discussion
on the subject may not be
possible in the short ses-
sion of Parliament that will
conclude on July 3, the par-
ty is likely to work out a
joint strategy with INDIA
partners to raise it during
the Motion of Thanks to
the President’s Address to
a joint sitting of
Parliament.

The party will also de-
mand a Supreme Court-
monitored probe into the
alleged irregularities, in-
cluding question paper
leak, as well as a complete
overhaul of the National
Testing Agency (NTA) that

conducts exams such as
NEET. Many of these
points emerged during
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi’s interaction with
NEET aspirants on
Thursday.

“Thousands of students

appearing for NEET are on
the streets with their fami-
lies in the scorching heat
and [Prime Minister] Na-
rendra Modi is silently
watching the spectacle. I
assure them that... India is
with you,” Mr. Gandhi said
in a post on X on Friday.

He also released a se-
ven-minute video of his in-
teraction with the NEET as-
pirants, in which many of
them demanded a re-ex-
amination and a probe into
the alleged irregularities. 

In a post on X, Congress
leader Priyanka Gandhi Va-
dra said question paper
leaks had become a nation-
al problem under the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJP)
rule, which had “ruined
the future” of crores of
youth.

Congress set to raise NEET issue in
Parliament, demand NTA overhaul
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Delhi Congress president Devendra Yadav while staging a protest

over the NEET and NET exams issues, in New Delhi on Friday. ANI

T
he Public Examina-
tions (Prevention of
Unfair Means) Act,

2024 that has provision for
up to �ve years’ imprison-
ment and a �ne of up to ₹1
crore for malpractices and
organised cheating in go-
vernment recruitment ex-
ams was noti�ed by the
Union government to
come into e�ect from
Friday.

The UGC-NET 2024 ex-
amination that was can-
celled on June 19 on
grounds of being compro-
mised and is being investi-
gated by the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation will
however not be covered by
the newly enacted law.

On February 6, Parlia-
ment passed the Bill.

A noti�cation issued by
the Department of Person-
nel and Training (DoPT) on
Friday said, “In exercise of
the powers conferred by
sub-section (2) of Section 1
of the Public Examinations
(Prevention of Unfair
Means) Act, 2024 (1 of
2024), the Central govern-
ment hereby appoints the
21st day of June, 2024 as
the date on which the pro-
visions of the said Act shall
come into force.”

The Act mentions pun-
ishments for “leakage of
question paper or answer
key”, “directly or indirect-
ly assisting the candidate
in any manner unauthoris-
edly in the public examina-
tion” and “tampering with
the computer network or a
computer resource or a
computer system” as of-
fences done by a person,
group of persons or
institutions.

List of o�ences 
Besides these, “creation of
fake website to cheat or for
monetary gain”, “conduct
of fake examination, is-
suance of fake admit cards
or o�er letters to cheat or
for monetary gain” and
“manipulation in seating
arrangements” are also
among the o�ences pun-
ishable under the law.

“Any person or persons
resorting to unfair means
and o�ences under this Act
shall be punished with im-
prisonment for a term not
less than three years but
which may extend to �ve
years and with �ne up to
₹10 lakh,” said the Act.

A service provider, en-
gaged by the public exami-
nation authority for con-
duct of examinations, shall
also be liable to be pun-
ished with imposition of a
�ne up to ₹1 crore “and
proportionate cost of ex-
amination shall also be re-
covered” from it, accord-
ing to the Act.

Such service providers
shall also be barred from
being assigned with any
responsibility for the con-
duct of any public exami-
nation for a period of four
years.

Act punishing organised
cheating comes into e�ect 

National Students Union of India supporters stage a protest against

the irregularities in NEET-UG, in Nagpur on Friday. ANI

The law has provision for up to �ve years’ imprisonment and a �ne of up to ₹1 crore for exam

malpractices; the UGC-NET exam cancelled on June 19 will not be covered by the new legislation 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

West Bengal Chief Minister
and Trinamool Congress
chief Mamata Banerjee has
written a letter to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
urging him to pause the
operation of the three cri-
minal laws that replace the
Indian Penal Code, Code of
Criminal Procedure and
the Indian Evidence Act.

Her letter comes after a
meeting with senior Con-
gress leader P. Chidamba-
ram, who also served as
the Home Minister in the
UPA government. 

Mr. Chidambaram, Tri-
namool leader Derek
O’Brien and DMK’s N.R.
Elango were part of the
Parliamentary Standing
Committee and had given
dissent notes to the reports
on the three Bills.

This is the �rst sign of
Opposition parties belong-

ing to the INDIA bloc work-
ing together on crucial is-
sues before the �rst session
of the 18th Lok Sabha. 

A senior Trinamool
leader said the presence of
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
as the Congress leader in
the Lok Sabha was a stum-
bling block to cooperation
between the Trinamool
and the Congress.

In her letter, Ms. Baner-
jee noted that the three
Bills were passed in the
Lok Sabha at a time when
146 MPs had been
suspended.

The Trinamool chief ex-
pressed “grave concern”
over the impending imple-
mentation of the three

laws — Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS) 2023, Bhara-
tiya Sakhsya Adhiniyam
(BSA) 2023 and Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS) 2023.

“The outgoing govern-
ment of yours had passed
these three critical Bills un-
ilaterally, and with abso-
lutely no debate. That day,
almost 100 members of the
Lok Sabha had been sus-
pended and a total of 146
MPs of both Houses were
thrown out of Parliament,”
she said.

The Trinamool chief
said the three Bills were
passed in an “authoritar-
ian manner” in that “dark
hour of democracy”.

“I urge your esteemed
o�ce now to consider at
least a deferment of the im-
plementation date. Rea-
sons are two-fold — ethical
and practical,” Ms. Baner-
jee said.
(With PTI inputs) 

This is the �rst sign
of all parties of the
INDIA bloc working
together ahead of the
Parliament session

Trinamool joins Opposition
chorus against implementing
three new criminal laws 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

It was explicitly mentioned that the “..intellectual
property over the product would be jointly
owned by the ICMR and the BBIL”.

The ICMR would also receive as royalty 5% of
net sales to be remitted half-yearly.

The ICMR said that while it had not funded the
BBIL for Covaxin development, one of its insti-
tutes — the ICMR-National Institute of Virology
(NIV), Pune — had spent “funds for Covaxin deve-
lopment”. It also funded phase-3 clinical trials of
Covaxin at 25 locations, involving 25,800 partici-
pants. All in all, the ICMR spent ₹35 crore for deve-
loping Covaxin. As of January 2022 — as per an up-
date by the government to the Rajya Sabha — the
ICMR received ₹171 crore as royalty for Covaxin.

Ms. Pawar’s response to Parliament, however,
did not elaborate on the sharing of patent rights.
The BBIL, which has over the years had several re-
search collaborations with public research bodies
such as the Council of Scienti�c and Industrial Re-
search (CSIR) and the ICMR itself, has listed scien-
tists from all institutions as ‘inventors’ in patent
applications.

A BBIL spokesperson told The Hindu that the
patent �led by Bharat Biotech was only for “pro-
cess development” and speci�c to the making of
the vaccine. It also covered the use of an adjuvant
(an ingredient used in vaccines to elicit a stronger
response) that was licensed from the Kansas-
based ViroVax and added to Covaxin. India’s pa-
tent laws allow both product and process patents.
Product patents grant an inventor a monopoly ov-
er, say, a drug. 

Patent �lings credit BBIL
as Covaxin ‘inventor’

Samajwadi Party (SP) pre-
sident Akhilesh Yadav on
Friday raised questions
about the Uttar Pradesh
police recruitment exam
paper leak and its connec-
tion with a Gujarat-centric
company. 

He suggested that the
Gujarat-based �rm which
conducts the police re-
cruitment exam paper is
involved in leaking the
paper and only after its
owner �ed abroad, the
State government came to
know about it.

“It is the identity of the
‘BJP’, they work for chea-
ters. The allegation is very
serious that the Gujarati
company which conducts
the police recruitment ex-
am paper is involved in
leaking the paper,” Mr. Ya-
dav said on X. He added
that the U.P. govt informed
the public about it and
blacklisted the company to
avoid public anger. 

‘FIR against
Gujarat-based
�rm must be
made public’

The Hindu Bureau
LUCKNOW
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The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) was acting with
bias against Delhi Chief Mi-
nister and Aam Aadmi Par-
ty (AAP) founder Arvind
Kejriwal, who was booked
in the excise policy case,
the Delhi court observed
on Thursday while grant-
ing him bail. The court’s
order was then put on hold
by the Delhi High Court on
Friday.

The trial court had said
that ED had failed to give
any direct evidence linking
Mr. Kejriwal with the pro-
ceeds of the crime.

It also came down heavi-
ly on the ED’s arguments
that investigation was an
art, “... because if it is so,
then, any person can be
implicated and kept be-
hind bars by artistically
procuring the material
against him after artistical-
ly avoiding/withdrawing
exculpatory material from
the record. This very sce-
nario constrains the court
to draw an inference
against the investigating
agency that it is not acting
without bias.” 

The court’s statements
came on the arguments
made by the ED, through
Additional Solicitor Gener-
al S.V. Raju, in which the
agency had said that an ap-
prover cannot be discredit-
ed for the reason that he
had been given an induce-
ment in respect of bail or
pardon. 

Special Judge Niyay Bin-
du also said that the agen-
cy remained silent on the
fact that Mr. Kejriwal was
not named by the Central
Bureau of Investigation in
its First Information Re-
port or the Enforcement
Case Information Report
(ECIR) registered by the
ED.

The court noted that the
allegations against Mr. Kej-
riwal surfaced only in the
subsequent statements of
certain co-accused. It not-
ed that Mr. Kejriwal had
not been summoned by
the court to date but was
lying in judicial custody on
the insistence of the ED. 

“ED has not shown

anything on record that Vi-
jay Nair was acting upon
the directions of the appli-
cant. It has also failed to es-
tablish that even if Vinod
Chauhan has close rela-
tions with Charanpreet,
how come the same going
to help ED to establish the
guilt of the applicant, even
if, the applicant is having
acquaintance with both of
these co-accused,” the
court noted.

‘No link’
“ED is also not clarifying as
to how the alleged amount
of ₹40 crore being traced
out during the investiga-
tion is forming a part of the
proceeds of the crime. It
seems that ED also believes
that the evidence on re-
cord is not su�cient to
proceed against the appli-
cant and it is taking time to
procure the same in any
manner whatsoever to
convince the court with
respect to the availability
of the evidence against the
applicant,” the court said. 

It noted that the ED
should be prompt and fair
so that it can be perceived
that the principles of natu-
ral justice were also being
followed by the agency.

Commenting on the de-
layed bail in cases under
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, the court
noted that it became im-
possible for the accused to
obtain bail in such cases as
the investigating agency
gave its own reasons, put-
ting the accused on par
with a convict without any
hope of release.

“The situation becomes
more grave if later on, the
accused comes out to be
innocent and the agony he
has undergone remains
unexplained,” the court
had said while granting
bail to Mr. Kejriwal.

Trial court order had
come down on ED
‘bias’ in Kejriwal case
Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

The ED should be
prompt and fair so that it
can be perceived that
the principles of natural
justice were also being
followed by the agency

DELHI COURT

Ninety-eight Indians have
died so far this year during
the annual Muslim pilgrim-
age of Haj to Mecca due to
natural causes, chronic ill-
nesses and old age, the Mi-
nistry of External A�airs
(MEA) said on Friday. 

The total number of
deaths of Indians during
the entire Haj period last
year was 187, MEA spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal
said during his weekly me-
dia brie�ng. 

“This year, 1,75,000 In-
dians visited Mecca during
the Haj period from May 9
to July 22. Till now, 98
deaths have been reported
this year,” Mr. Jaiswal said. 

“The deaths were due to
natural causes, chronic ill-
nesses, and old age. Six pe-
ople died on the day of
Arafat and four were acci-
dent-related deaths,” Mr.
Jaiswal added. 

The Ministry spokesper-
son was responding to a
question on the deaths of
Indians during Haj.

98 Indians
died during
annual Haj
pilgrimage

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Posing for pictures amid
scarf-wearing students,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday positioned
yoga for global Muslims
from the country’s Muslim-
majority Jammu and Kash-
mir. 

Addressing the 10th In-
ternational Day of Yoga
(IYD) event at Srinagar’s
Sher-i-Kashmir Interna-
tional Convention Centre
(SKICC), with the Dal Lake
in its backdrop, the PM
said those who practice yo-
ga could use any incanta-
tions, “whether it’s Allah,
Ishwar or Waheguru”.

The PM made an elabo-
rate statement on how
Muslims globally were

adopting yoga and cited
the adoption of yoga thera-
py in Turkmenistan medi-
cal universities, as well as
its inclusion in Saudi Ara-
bia’s education system and
yoga-speci�c schools in
Mongolia. 

“Yoga’s utility is being
recognised globally. There
is barely any world leader
who has not discussed yo-
ga during his interactions.
Yoga has become a part of
daily life in every corner of
the world. Yoga has be-

come a topic of research
today and multiple re-
search papers have already
been published,” the PM
said.

He suggested that yoga
and tourism could “be-
come a major source of
employment in J&K too”.
“Yoga is not only a disci-
pline but also a science,”
he added.

Events across J&K
An o�cial estimate sug-
gested that 50,000 to
60,000 locals of J&K parti-
cipated in yoga pro-
grammes across the Union
Territory on Friday. Scores
of yoga sessions were held
in several districts, along
the Line of Control, and at
the tourist spots of Kash-
mir Valley on the occasion.

From Kashmir, PM attempts to shed
religious connections with yoga
Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

Narendra Modi interacts with students after the yoga session on

International Yoga Day celebrations, in Srinagar on Friday. ANI

N
ikhil Gupta, the bu-
sinessman accused
in the U.S. of an as-

sassination plot against
Khalistani separatist Gur-
patwant Singh Pannun,
has not asked for consular
help, the Ministry of Exter-
nal A�airs has said.

“We have so far not re-
ceived any request for con-
sular access from Mr. Gup-
ta, but his family has got in
touch with us, and we are
in touch with the family
members, and we are look-
ing at the matter, as to
what can be done,” said Mi-
nistry spokesperson Rand-
hir Jaiswal, con�rming that
Mr. Gupta was extradited
from the Czech Republic to
the U.S. on June 14. He was
produced in a New York
court on Monday where he
pleaded “not guilty” to the
charges in the case.

In a statement this

week, U.S. Attorney-Gener-
al Merrick Garland said Mr.
Gupta will “now face jus-
tice” in an American cour-
troom. “This extradition
makes it clear that the Jus-
tice Department will not
tolerate attempts to silence
or harm American citi-
zens,” he added.

The government has de-
nied that killing or target-
ing Khalistani separatists
abroad is “Indian policy”.
However, after U.S. agen-
cies �led charges against
Mr. Gupta in November,
and identi�ed — without
naming — an Indian o�cial

while publishing tran-
scripts, which if proven
may implicate others in In-
dia’s security structure and
leadership, the Ministry
announced a “high-level”
enquiry panel into the
charges levelled by the U.S.

When asked by The Hin-
du last month why no de-
tails about the composition
of the committee, or its in-
vestigation thus far had
been announced more
than six months later, the
Ministry spokesperson
said that he could only con-
�rm “that the high-level
committee has been con-

stituted and the high-level
committee is looking into
all the inputs that were
shared with us”.

Nijjar case
Meanwhile, India has con-
sistently denied similar
charges made by Canada
on the killing of Khalistani
separatist Hardeep Singh
Nijjar in June 2023. React-
ing to the Canadian Parlia-
ment’s decision to stand
for a moment of silence
this week to mark Nijjar’s
death anniversary, Mr. Jais-
wal said India opposes
“any moves giving political
space to extremism and
those advocating vio-
lence”. 

“To advocate anti-India
agenda is the real problem.
And therefore, we have
time and again been insist-
ing that Canadian authori-
ties take strict action
against them,” he added,
referring to Nijjar suppor-
ters who took out rallies

and held “mock-court
trials accusing Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi for
his killing”.

The Ministry also took
sharp aim at Australian
Broadcaster ABC for a re-
cent documentary entitled
“Spies, secrets and threats:
How the Modi regime tar-
gets people overseas”,
which alleged that four In-
dian diplomats were ex-
pelled from Australia for
espionage and spying on
Khalistani activists and
contained accusations that
groups allied to the BJP
were engaged in “political
interference” in Australia.

“The documentary is
biased and re�ects unpro-
fessional reporting. We ob-
viously oppose any such at-
tempts to condone, justify,
or even glorify terrorism,”
said Mr. Jaiswal on Friday,
but did not respond to
speci�c questions about
the alleged expulsion of In-
dian diplomats.

Gupta has not requested consular
help, his family is in touch, says MEA 
Ministry reiterates that a high-level committee is looking into various inputs on the U.S. charges against the businessman; 

it also slams Canadian Parliament’s decision to observe a moment of silence in the memory of Hardeep Singh Nijjar

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

We have so far
not received

any request for consular
access from Nikhil
Gupta, but his family has
got in touch with us... we
are looking at the matter,
as to what can be done

RANDHIR JAISWAL
Ministry spokesperson

Prime Minister Sheikh Ha-
sina of Bangladesh ar-
rived here on Friday for a
two-day visit that is being
watched keenly as it is the
�rst state visit by a foreign
head of government just
10 days after Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi was
sworn in for a third term
in o�ce. External A�airs
Minister S. Jaishankar was
the �rst to call on Ms. Ha-
sina soon after she
reached Delhi.

“Her state visit to India
underlines our close and
abiding ties. Appreciate
her guidance on the furth-
er development of our
special partnership,” said
Dr. Jaishankar. Ms. Hasina
has maintained cordial re-
lations with the Modi go-
vernment and the two
sides have often worked
together on critical issues
such as combating the
pandemic or security
matters, but in this visit,
the presence of the Gover-
nor of the Bangladesh

Central Bank Abdur Rouf
Talukdar in the delega-
tion of the Bangladesh
side has heightened cu-
riosity about the sub-
stance of the visit. Bangla-
desh is currently
combating a �nancial cri-
sis including high in�a-
tion and banking sector li-
quidity crunch. 

The delegation also in-
cludes Secretary of Eco-
nomic Relations Depart-
ment Mohammad
Shahriar Quader Siddiqui.
Notably, Kazi Zafrullah,
one of the biggest bankers
in Bangladesh and a lead-
ing light of Awami
League, is also part of the
visiting delegation.

Bangladesh Prime
Minister arrives on
two-day visit to India 

Sheikh Hasina 

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI



Panchayat o�ers bribe to rape
victim, NHRC issues notice
The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)
on Friday issued notices to authorities in a case
where a village panchayat in Baghpat district of
Uttar Pradesh asked the mother of a sexual
assault victim to take a sum of ₹5,000 from her
daughter’s tormentors and terminate her
pregnancy. The family of the victim, who is a
minor, was also threatened at the behest of the
harassers. The NHRC said it was painful to note
that the panchayat connived with the accused
belonging to a dominant section of society,
instead of protecting the victim. 
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Learning period is called “celibacy”, and married life is
called “Gruhastha ashrama” — the period of implementing
and following the rituals and righteous deeds learned dur-
ing the previous period. Smt. Suryapriya said in a dis-
course that Vedic verses highlight the necessity of living
without worldly desires, with righteous principles. This
would be a healthy attitude. What various scriptures say in
umpteen verses can be told in just half a line — “Paropak-
araya Punyaya” — helping others and giving charity will
yield all good. 

The essence of Vedas contains three aspects — rituals,
values, and attitudes. People who cannot learn Vedas can
learn Sri Bhagavad Gita, the essence of Vedas. Ritual is a
physical expression of emotions. They may be classi�ed as
family-centric, society-centric, nation-centric and interna-
tional-centric. They all aim to create unity among people
and signify humanity’s brotherhood. It helps create a sym-
biotic relationship. We should not be self-centred. 

Nature’s elements such as water, earth, sky, plants, air,
and sun contribute to and support our growth and wel-
fare. We should reciprocate by propitiating these, which
form part of God. Lord Krishna says: By nourishing one
another, may you obtain the highest good (moksha),
Chapter III Sloka 11. 

The essence of Vedas 

FAITH
�

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 

SUDOKU
�

(set by Dr. X)

To solve this puzzle online, 

get across to our crossword site.
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn

Across

1 Divine food with beer at sea (8)

5 Bell-shaped hat of lady in company, revolutionary (6)

10 Stupor following damage - no cure primarily for malignant
tumour (7)

11 Train ride on vacation enthrals retired couple (7)

12 Decayed mainly, wants money for dental filling (5)

13 Playing with money, group wins thousand by end of game (9)

14 What one maintaining a campfire might do to worsen a tense
situation (3,3,6)

18 Desire to save sick woman with case of exceptional weakness
(8,4)

21 Reveller in wild orgy, consuming ecstasy after knocking back
gin (9)

23 Detach firewall at first in computer operating system (5)

24 Character's new concoction of rum and ale (7)

25 That is containing very superior form of chemical element (7)

26 Language of harridan is horrible (6)

27 Dug a hole finally, turned to keep small plant (8)

Down

1 Remains extremely sanctimonious in defeat (6)

2 Occasionally start to rise early, for a change (6)

3 Sexual invitation in Indian hill station by head of company
during party (5,4)

4 Where old dad, smashed after drinking shot is sleeping very
soundly (4,2,3,5)

6 Fresh after drinking bit of tea or co�ee (5)

7 Proves criminals control corporation (8)

8 English singer popped ecstasy to perk up (8)

9 Perfect beau in pic - romancing her, freely expressing love (6,8)

15 Questionable value, cease to have sugar (9)

16 Disheartened author cuddled by lady on date (8)

17 Simple switches in fine electronic musical instrument (8)

19 Distinguished head of orthopaedics, often busy (2,4)

20 Reach out, start to eagerly kiss nurse (6)

22 Dilapidated, rusty nomadic dwellings (5)
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W
ith frequent
train accidents
causing multi-

ple deaths, confusion pre-
vails in the railways over
the operation of trains dur-
ing signal failures, especial-
ly in the automatic signall-
ing territory.

Investigation is on into
the horri�c collision of
three trains, including the
Shalimar-Chennai Coro-
mandel Express, in South
Eastern Railway on June 2,
2023 that left about 300
passengers dead and over
900 injured; the rear-end
collision of two passenger
trains in East Coast Railway
in Andhra Pradesh on Oc-
tober 29, 2023, which
caused the deaths of 17 pas-
sengers; and the Kanchan-
jungha train accident in
the Katihar Division of
Northeast Frontier Railway
in West Bengal on June 17
in which 10 people died
and many others became
injured. The primary cause
of these major accidents is
suspected to be signal fai-

lure or confusion in train
operating protocols during
such situations.

With increasing fatal ac-
cidents, Zonal Railways are
confused over the Stan-
dard Operating Proce-
dures. 

The Eastern Railway on
Wednesday issued an or-
der banning TA-912, a tra-
vel authority issued during
signal failures by Station
Masters to loco pilots auth-
orising them to cross the
signal in red. However, the
very next day the order
was withdrawn. 

A senior o�cial of East-
ern Railway told The Hindu
that the order was issued
by a junior o�cial and was
recti�ed by the Senior Divi-
sional Operations Manager
(SDOM). 

In another case, the
Western Railway, head-
quartered in Mumbai,
sought clari�cations on
confusion regarding cer-
tain situations.

In a note, the SDOM, Ah-
medabad Division, refer-
ring to the norms pertain-
ing to train operations
during failures in automat-

ic signalling system, said
the rules mentioned in
Chapter IX Automatic
Block System in General
and Subsidiary Rules 2008
edition were “contradicto-
ry and the same are re-
quired to be critically as-
sessed. The necessary
corrections, as required,
may be e�ected to avoid
any confusion among the
sta�.”

TV interview
While one of the loco pilots
of the goods train that hit
Kanchanjunga Express on
June 17, Anil Kumar, died in
the accident, assistant loco
pilot Manu Kumar was ad-
mitted to a hospital in Sili-
guri with severe injuries.
Mr. Manu Kumar told a
private television news
channel that by the time
both the drivers spotted
the express train, it was too
late to apply brakes. 

He said the loco pilot
told him to apply brakes
and also pulled the lever.
According to the assistant
loco pilot, Anil Kumar’s
last words were to “’apply
brakes... even if the bogies
derail”. 

Zonal Railways seek clarity
on signal-failure protocols

Mangled remains of the Kanchanjunga Express train after a goods

train rammed into it on June 17. PTI

Confusion prevails over operation of trains during signal glitches, especially on automatic signalling

stretches; Western Railway asks for clari�cation, Eastern Railway withdraws order banning TA-912 

S. Vijay Kumar 
Shiv Sahay Singh
CHENNAI/KOLKATA

Manipur Chief Minister
Nongthombam Biren
Singh on Friday said peace
would return to the State in
two or three months’ time,
as the new National Demo-
cratic Alliance government
at the Centre has given
priority to resolving the 14-
month-long con�ict here. 

He also claimed that
with businesses opening
up, Manipur has been
slowly returning to
normal.

“Although the State has
been going through a crisis
for 14 months, the actual
violence happened for on-
ly half this period. This in-
dicates that there were se-
ven months of peace with
schools and business esta-
blishments reopening,”
Mr. Singh told journalists
during an event to mark In-
ternational Yoga Day in the
State’s capital Imphal. 

He admitted that there
have been incidents of vio-
lence in some pockets of
the State owing to a lack of
security personnel, many
of whom had left for elec-
tion duty. They have been
deployed once again in the
vulnerable areas, he said. 

“The situation will be
better now. We hope to ar-
rive at a solution to the cri-
sis within two-three
months,” he said, attribut-
ing the optimism to the
“top priority” given by the
“Narendra Modi 3.0 go-
vernment” to ensure a
reign of peace in Manipur.

An action plan is being
worked on following a
high-security meeting
chaired by Home Minister
Amit Shah a few days ago,
he added. 

Mr. Singh asserted that
in�ux from Myanmar and
the drug menace from out-
side the region were res-
ponsible for the unrest in
Manipur. 

Addressing these issues
would lead to faster resolu-
tion of the State’s crisis, Mr.
Singh said.

Peace will return 
to Manipur in three
months: Biren Singh

N. Biren Singh

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Over four lakh people with
tuberculosis across India
received essential peer
support and person-
centred care from 2,000
TB survivors trained as
‘champions’, said the Re-
source Group for Educa-
tion and Advocacy for
Community Health
(REACH), a non-pro�t or-
ganisation working on TB,
at the national dissemina-
tion meeting of the Unite to
ACT Project in New Delhi
on Friday.

At the meeting, former
NITI Aayog member Vinod
Kumar Paul emphasised
the vital role of community
engagement in eliminating
TB in India and appreciat-
ed REACH for developing a
model worthy of emula-
tion, with the ‘TB Cham-
pions’ at the forefront, said
a press release from
REACH. As part of the Un-
ite to Act project, ‘TB

Champions’ or survivors
work as community role
models to raise awareness
about the disease and pro-
vide valuable care and sup-
port to the a�ected people.

REACH director Ramya
Ananthakrishnan said,
“Through the Unite to ACT
project, we have witnessed
�rst-hand the commitment
of TB Champions in trans-
forming lives and reducing
stigma within communi-
ties, by drawing on their
own personal experiences
of TB and driven by the
motivation that no one
should su�er like they did.

As a result, we have been
able to improve the overall
treatment success rates for
people with TB.”

Arun Kumar Jha, former
Economic Adviser, Minis-
try of Health & Family Wel-
fare; Raghuram Rao, Assis-
tant Director General,
Central TB Division, Minis-
try of Health and Family
Welfare; Nishant Kumar,
Joint Director, Central TB
Division, Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare;
and Sarabjit Chadha, Re-
gional Technical Director
(India & South-East Asia),
FIND, participated.

‘Peer support from TB
survivors aids treatment
of over four lakh patients’ 
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Dignitaries releasing the National Impact Report on Unite to ACT

project in New Delhi on Friday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The Gujarat High Court on Friday allowed the
release of �lm Maharaj on Net�ix. The court
concluded that it does not hurt the sentiments of
the followers of Vaishnav Pushtimarg sect like the
petitioners had claimed. The �lm, starring Junaid
Khan, produced by Yash Raj Films, based on an
1862 libel case involving Karsandas Mulji, was
earlier slated to be released on June 18 but the
court had granted an interim stay after concerns
were raised that the �lm may hurt religious
sentiments of the in�uential group in Gujarat.

Gujarat HC allows Net�ix 
to release movie Maharaj

INBRIEF
�

Kuki-Zo tribal bodies from
across several hill districts
in Manipur issued a joint
statement on Friday op-
posing elections to the Au-
tonomous District Council,
which the State Cabinet
said last week would be
held in September this
year. The tribal bodies
urged members of the pu-
blic not to participate in
the elections “unless politi-
cal demands are met”.

In the joint statement,
signed by representatives
of the Indigenous Tribal
Leaders’ Forum (Chura-
chandpur), the Committee
on Tribal Unity (COTU),
the Indigenous Tribes Ad-
vocacy Council ( Jiribam
and Pherzawal), and Kuki
Inpi Manipur of Chandel
and Tengnoupal districts,
the groups said holding the
elections in the middle of
the ongoing ethnic con�ict
was nothing but an at-
tempt to “create division
among us by pitting us

against each other”. The
Kuki-Zo tribal people of
Manipur have been de-
manding a separate admi-
nistration since the ethnic
con�ict broke out, insisting
that this had to be the �rst
step to solving the crisis.

Meanwhile, days after
top o�cials in the security
establishment asserted
that no bu�er zones would
be allowed in Jiribam dis-
trict, like in other parts of
Manipur, tribal bodies in-
sisted that a bu�er zone
was needed in Jiribam to
protect the Kuki-Zo-Hmar
people from further at-
tacks. 

They said the recent vio-
lence in the district had al-
ready led to a “complete
separation” between the
Kuki-Zo-Hmar people and
the Meitei people.

Manipur tribal
bodies urge people
to boycott ADC polls
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

They also sought a
bu�er zone in
Jiribam for
protection from
‘further attacks’

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Friday
chargesheeted �ve ac-
cused, including two fo-
reign nationals, in alleged
international human traf-
�cking and cyber fraud
syndicates operating with-
in and outside the country.

The accused, Jerry Jacob
and Godfrey Alvares, are
under arrest, while three
others, Sunny Gonsalves,
foreign nationals Niu Niu
and Elvis Du, are abscond-
ing, the o�cials said. The
chargesheet �led before
NIA Special Court, Mum-
bai, has exposed the invol-
vement of several foreign
nationals in the case.

As per the probe, the ac-
cused were allegedly tar-
geting Indian youth pro�-
cient in computer and
English, and coercing
them into working in frau-
dulent call centres on tou-
rist visa for pecuniary
gains. The victims were be-
ing recruited, transported

and transferred from India
to the Golden Triangle SEZ
in Lao PDR via Thailand. 

Upon arrival, the vic-
tims were trained in the
use of Facebook, Tele-
gram, basics of Cryptocur-
rency, and handling of
Apps created by the scam
company, the agency o�-
cials said. 

“The powerful syndi-
cates also used victim con-
trol tactics in case any of
the tra�cked youth re-
fused to continue with the
online fraud work. These
tactics included isolation
and restriction of move-
ment, con�scation of per-
sonal travel documents
and physical abuse, arbi-
trary �nes, threat to kill,
threat to rape in case of
women, threat to arraign
in false case of drugs in lo-
cal police station,” the o�-
cials said. 

The racket was being
operated with complete
audacity, with the accused
even deleting the data of
the victims’ mobile phones
to destroy evidence. 

NIA chargesheets �ve
in human tra�cking
and cyber fraud case 
Abhinay Deshpande
MUMBAI

Cracks have appeared on
an approach road to India’s
longest sea bridge, Atal Se-
tu, within six months of its
opening, raising questions
on the construction
quality.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi had inaugurated
the 21.8 km-long Atal Biha-
ri Vajpayee Sewri-Nhava
Sheva Atal Setu, built at a
cost of ₹17,843 crore, on Ja-
nuary 12 this year. 

Maharashtra Pradesh
Congress Committee presi-
dent Nana Patole inspected
the a�ected site on Friday
and accused the State go-
vernment of corruption to
�ll its own co�ers.

The Mumbai Metropoli-
tan Region Development
Authority, which is respon-
sible for the upkeep, said,
“Minor cracks were found
on the road surface at
three locations on the
ramp towards Mumbai.” It
said the cracks could be ea-
sily repaired. 

Approach
road to Atal
Setu develops
‘minor’ cracks

Ateeq Shaikh
MUMBAI
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MARKET WATCH

FRIDAY % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddddddd 77,210 dddddddddddddddddddddddd -0.35

US Dollar ddddddddddddddddddddddd 83.57 dddddddddddddddddddddddddd0.04

Goldddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 73,350 dddddddddddddddddddddddddd1.10

Brent oilddddddddddddddddddddddddd 85.61 dddddddddddddddddddddddddd0.29

NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

Adani Enter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3189.30. . . . . . . . -70.15

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1485.50. . . . . . . . . . 16.10

Apollo Hosp. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 6170.00. . . . . . . . . . -5.85

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2890.85. . . . . . . . -24.65

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1237.45. . . . . . . . . . -2.05

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 9602.25. . . . . . . . -29.75

Bajaj Finserv . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1578.90. . . . . . . . . . -7.10

Bajaj Finance . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 7134.25. . . . . . . . -72.85

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1416.05. . . . . . . . . . 34.90

BPCL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 307.60. . . . . . . . . . -5.53

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 5330.30. . . . . . . . -48.15

Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1541.55. . . . . . . . . . -3.30

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 480.20. . . . . . . . . . -2.95

Divis Lab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4522.15. . . . . . . . . . 18.10

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 6011.45. . . . . . . . . . 40.65

Eicher Motors . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4845.50. . . . . . . . -31.40

Grasim Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2466.15. . . . . . . . -32.65

HCL Tech . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1447.85. . . . . . . . . . . . 4.40

HDFC Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1665.75. . . . . . . . . . -3.60

HDFC Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 580.95. . . . . . . . . . -9.15

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 5452.00. . . . . . . . -52.60

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 684.50. . . . . . . . . . . . 8.00

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2441.30. . . . . . . . -40.90

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1158.65. . . . . . . . . . . . 1.85

IndusInd Bank. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1527.15. . . . . . . . . . -0.70

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1532.70. . . . . . . . . . 17.30

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 419.60. . . . . . . . . . -3.70

JSW Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 936.90. . . . . . . . . . . . 7.25

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1775.65. . . . . . . . . . . . 9.40

L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3535.00. . . . . . . . -59.45

LTIMindtree Ltd. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 5125.45. . . . . . . . . . 73.00

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2839.95. . . . . . . . -31.25

Maruti Suzuki . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 12201.50. . . . . . . . . . 52.00

NestleIndia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2498.40. . . . . . . . -41.35

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 359.80. . . . . . . . . . . . 2.15

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 269.65. . . . . . . . . . -2.20

PowerGrid Corp . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 325.95. . . . . . . . . . . . 1.40

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2908.40. . . . . . . . -39.00

SBI Life. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1464.15. . . . . . . . . . . . 8.65

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 836.30. . . . . . . . . . -7.45

Shriram Finance

Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2821.65. . . . . . . . . . 16.45

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1467.25. . . . . . . . . . -3.75

TataConsumerPro-

duct . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1084.90. . . . . . . . -18.35

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 961.80. . . . . . . . -16.45

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 179.94. . . . . . . . . . -2.34

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3810.75. . . . . . . . . . 23.50

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1399.80. . . . . . . . . . . . 6.70

Titan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3399.75. . . . . . . . -36.20

UltraTech Cement . . . .. . . . . 10662.40. . . . . . -240.80

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 490.55. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.15

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit except yen at 4

p.m. on June 21

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 83.33. . . . . . . . . . 83.65

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 89.02. . . . . . . . . . 89.36

British Pound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 105.33. . . . . . . . 105.74

Japanese Yen (100). . . . . . .. . . . . 52.42. . . . . . . . . . 52.62

Chinese Yuan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 11.48. . . . . . . . . . 11.52

Swiss Franc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 93.38. . . . . . . . . . 93.75

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 61.51. . . . . . . . . . 61.75

Canadian Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 60.84. . . . . . . . . . 61.08

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 17.68. . . . . . . . . . 17.76

Australian Dollar . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 55.42. . . . . . . . . . 55.64

Source:Indian Bank

Drugmaker Sun Pharmaceutical Industries has
entered into a non-exclusive patent licensing
agreement with Takeda Pharmaceutical
Company to commercialise the latter’s
gastrointestinal drug Vonoprazan tablets 10 mg,
20 mg in India under the brand name Voltapraz.
Discovered and developed by Takeda,
Vonoprazan is a novel, orally active potassium
competitive acid blocker, used to treat re�ux
esophagitis and other acid peptic disorders.

Sun Pharma to unveil Takeda
gastrointestinal drug in India 

INBRIEF
�

Consumer internet company Zepto said it had
raised $665 million at a valuation of $3.6 billion,
nine months after it had raised $235 million at a
$1.4 billion valuation. Avenir, Lightspeed, and
Avra had joined as new investors, among others,
the company said in a statement. Existing
investors Glade Brook, Nexus and StepStone
co-led the round with Goodwater and Lachy
Groom doubling down as well, the consumer
internet �rm added.

Zepto raises $665 million 
at a valuation of $3.6 billion

Bihar Deputy CM Samrat Chaudhary has been
appointed as convenor of the GoM on GST rate
rationalisation. Other members of the
reconstituted panel are U.P. FM Suresh Kumar
Khanna, Goa Transport Minister Mauvin
Godinho, and Rajasthan Medical and Health
Services Minister Gajendra Singh, West Bengal
FM Chandrima Bhattacharya, Karnataka Revenue
Minister Krishna Byre Gowda, and Kerala FM
K.N. Balagopal, according to a memorandum. PTI

Samrat appointed convenor of
GST rate rationalisation panel 

A
shima Goyal joined
Jayanth R. Varma
as the two external

members of the Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC)
voted as a minority for a
0.25% rate cut at the latest
MPC meeting, warning
against the rising risks of
‘status quosim’ and
‘growth sacri�ce’ as a re-
sult of the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) persisting with
its tight monetary policy
approach, the minutes of
the June 5-7 meeting re-
leased on Friday show.

“Headline in�ation has

been around 5% since Ja-
nuary... while core in�a-
tion has been below 4%
since December 2023,” Dr.
Goyal noted. “The hea-
dline in�ation projection

of 4.5% for 2024-25 gives
an average real repo rate of
2% implying that the real
repo rate will be above
neutral for too long if the
repo rate stays un-

changed,” she pointed out.
Stating that slowing in-

�ation had raised real repo
above unity, she said this
would reduce real growth
rate with a lag. “Expected
growth is around 7% in
2024-25 below the 8%
achieved in 2023-24. Status
quoism is praised as being
cautious. But if doing noth-
ing distorts real variables it
aggravates shocks instead
of smoothing them and
raises risk,” she asserted.

Dr. Goyal stressed that it
was necessary to avoid the
mistake of 2015 when glo-
bal crude oil prices fell sub-
stantially but the fear that
they would rise again pre-

vented an adequate cut in
the policy rate. “Real inter-
est rates rose substantially
and hurt growth.”

Mr. Varma said: “I ex-
pressed concern about the
growth sacri�ce in 2024-25
induced by restrictive mo-
netary policy. It now ap-
pears that the mainte-
nance of restrictive policy
for unwarrantedly long
will lead to a growth sacrif-
ice in 2025-26 as well.”

RBI Deputy Governor
Michael Debabrata Patra,
however, said policy need-
ed to stay focused on align-
ing in�ation to the target or
risk undermining medium-
term growth.

‘Growth sacri�ce’ view grows in MPC 
External member Goyal cautions MPC against repeating the mistake of 2015, when policymakers avoided cutting interest

rates on fears that crude prices could rise again and thus hurt growth; joins Varma in voting for a 25 bps rate reduction 

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

Manufacturing as well as
services activity picked up
pace in June, as per the
HSBC Flash India Purchas-
ing Managers’ Indices
(PMI) released on Friday,
but business optimism le-
vels slumped sharply des-
pite an improvement in
margins amid a marked re-
duction in input costs.

Rising demand and ca-
pacity pressures com-
pelled manufacturing as
well as services businesses
surveyed for the PMI to
ramp up sta�ng levels and
input buying, with hiring
reckoned to have grown at
the fastest pace in 18 years.

Manufacturing sector
activity recovered after
slipping to a three-month
low in May, as per the Flash
PMI that serves as an ad-
vance indicator for a
month’s economic mo-
mentum, and rose to 58.5
from 57.5 last month.

Gains in the services
sector were not as sharp,

with the PMI rising margi-
nally, from 60.2 in May, to
60.4. However, services
players did better than
goods producers in terms
of global demand, with
fresh orders reported.

While input costs mod-
erated, manufacturers
raised output prices, while
services �rms tempered
charges to customers. 

“However, we should re-
main slightly cautious as
the future output index fell
sharply,” HSBC economists
Pranjul Bhandari and Mai-
treyi Das wrote in a note.
“The overall degree of opti-
mism weakened to a three-
month low, but remained
above the series average,”
they added.

‘Private sector activity perks
up; business optimism falls’ 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
Executive Director R.
Lakshmi Kanth Rao on Fri-
day stressed the impor-
tance of compliance and
customer protection in the
non-banking �nancial
company (NBFC) sector. 

“NBFCs are a critical
part of the �nancial sys-
tem, contributing to diver-
si�cation and innovation.
However, their growing
size necessitates a shift
from pure activity-based
regulation to a framework
that considers both activity
and scale to e�ectively

manage risk,” he said, ad-
dressing the Assocham
10th National Summit on
NBFCs & Infrastructure Fi-
nancing in Mumbai. 

“There could be lesser
importance given to com-
pliance due to lighter regu-
lations in the past. 

However, with in-
creased scale, NBFCs are
required to meet stricter
compliance require-
ments,” he added.

RBI’s Rao stresses on
customer protection
in NBFC sector 

There could be lesser
importance given to
compliance due to
lighter regulations in
the past

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

The Union Coal Ministry
on Friday unveiled the
10th tranche of commer-
cial coal mine auction.

As many as 67 coal
mines, including a few that
were o�ered under pre-
vious rounds across Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Madhya Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra, Odisha, West Ben-
gal and Telangana, will be
auctioned. Fully explored
and partially explored as
well as three coking coal
mines �gure in the list. 

Union Minister of Coal
and Mines G. Kishan Reddy
and senior o�cials of the
Coal Ministry said here
that the auction would be

conducted online through
a transparent two stage
process, based on percen-
tage revenue share. 

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi had unveiled the
�rst round in 2020. In the
nine rounds, a total of 107
coal mines had been suc-
cessfully auctioned and in-
volved an investment of
₹38,400 crore, the Minis-
ter said, adding that the in-
itiative was aimed at reduc-
ing the dependency on
coal imports. 

Centre unveils 10th
tranche of commercial
coal mine auction

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Fully explored and
partially explored, as
well as three coking
coal mines �gure 
in the list 

Maruti Suzuki India said it
will explore all technolo-
gies to cover its entire �eet
under hybridisation,
which comprises electri�-
cation and alternative fuel
options.

Partho Banerjee, Senior
Executive O�cer, Market-
ing & Sales, told The Hindu

that these technologies
would include a wide
range of pure electric and
alternative fuel combos
comprising battery EVs,
strong hybrids, strong bio-
fuels like ethanol, or even
be CNG-based. 

The company would al-
so explore another bio-fuel

called compressed biogas
within CNG, he added.

According to Mr. Baner-
jee, hybrid is such a power-
ful technology that it im-
proves energy e�ciency
and reduces Co2 consump-
tion at least by about 30%
with the help of a lithium-
ion battery and a motor. 

“The other advantage of
hybrid is that it o�ers high
torque, fuel e�ciency, and
peppiness at the same
time,” he said, adding,
“The biggest advantage is
you don’t need charging.
it’s like a self-charging ma-
chine. So we already have
the Grand Vitara and Invic-
to, and the market and pe-
ople who have driven
them swear by them.”

‘Maruti Suzuki to scout
for all technologies to
make entire �eet hybrid’

Mini Tejaswi
BENGALARU
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The U.S. Supreme Court on Friday upheld a federal law prohibiting a

person subject to a domestic violence restraining order from

possessing a firearm. The case was the first involving gun rights to

come before the court, where conservatives hold a 6-3 majority,

since a major ruling it issued last year loosening curbs on guns. AFP

U.S. Supreme Court upholds ban
on domestic abusers owning guns

WASHINGTON

REUTERS
X

Former Pakistan Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi on Friday

formed a new political party named Awaam Pakistan after parting

ways with the ruling PML-N. Mr. Abbasi, who was Prime Minister

from August 2017 to May 2018, was joined by former Finance

Minister Miftah Ismail who also parted ways with the PML-N. PTI

Former Pakistan Prime Minister
Abbasi launches political party

ISLAMABAD

AP
X

At least 47 people have died as downpours in southern China’s

Guangdong province caused historic flooding and mudslides, while

authorities warned of more extreme weather ahead in other parts

of the country. The heaviest rains were on Sunday, with an average

rainfall of 199 mm, and one town seeing 365.7 mm. AP

Heavy rainfall in China leads to
�ood, mudslides, killing 47 people

BEIJING

REUTERS
X

A top Namibian court on Friday struck down colonial-era laws

criminalising same-sex relationships in a “historic” verdict. The high

court in the capital, Windhoek, declared the crimes of “sodomy”

and “unnatural sexual o�ences” as “unconstitutional and invalid” in

its ruling on the case brought by a local LGBTQ activist. AFP

Namibian court strikes down law
criminalising same-sex relations

WINDHOEK

REUTERS

Sport

A
rmenia announced
on Friday it was re-
cognising the State

of Palestine, the latest
country to do so during the
war in Gaza, saying it was
against “violence towards
civilian populations.”

A series of nations have
recognised the State of Pal-
estine amid the war bet-
ween Israel and Hamas,
drawing strong rebukes
from Israeli o�cials.

Envoy summoned
Shortly after the former So-
viet republic announced
the recognition, Israel’s Fo-
reign Ministry said it sum-
moned Yerevan’s Ambas-

sador for a “severe
reprimand”.

Yerevan noted it is “ge-
nuinely interested in esta-
blishing long-term peace
and stability in the Middle
East [West Asia].”

“Con�rming its commit-
ment to international law,
equality of nations, sove-
reignty and peaceful coex-
istence, the Republic of Ar-
menia recognises the State
of Palestine,” Armenia ad-

ded. Yerevan, which has it-
self been ridden by con�ict
with neighbouring Azer-
baijan for decades,
slammed Israel’s military
conduct in Gaza. 

Call for freedom
It also criticised Hamas for
“the captivity of civilian
persons” and said Armenia
“joins the demands of in-
ternational community on
freeing them.”

In late May, Spain, Ire-
land, and Norway o�cially
recognised the State of Pal-
estine, stating they saw the
move as a step towards
peace in the region. 

Israeli authorities ac-
cused the European trio of
“rewarding terrorism”
with their actions.

Armenia becomes the latest
nation to recognise Palestine

Sorry state: Armenia also criticised Israel’s military conduct in Gaza

where more than 37,000 people have been killed. REUTERS

With the move, Yerevan joins the ranks of Spain, Ireland, and Norway who o�cially recognised

Palestine last month; the former Soviet republic also condemns Hamas’s kidnapping of civilians

Agence France-Presse
YEREVAN

South Korea summoned
the Russian Ambassador to
protest the country’s new
defence pact with North
Korea on Friday, as border
tensions continued to rise
with vague threats and
brief, seemingly accidental
incursions by North Ko-
rean troops.

Earlier on Friday, the
powerful sister of North
Korean leader Kim Jong-un
issued a vague threat of re-
taliation after South Ko-
rean activists �ew balloons
carrying anti-Pyongyang
propaganda lea�ets across
the border, and South Ko-
rea’s military said it had
�red warning shots the
previous day to repel
North Korean soldiers who
brie�y crossed the rivals’
land border. 

That came two days af-
ter Moscow and Pyon-
gyang reached a pact vow-
ing mutual defence
assistance if either is at-
tacked, and a day after Se-
oul responded by saying it
would consider providing
arms to Ukraine to �ght
Russia’s invasion.

South Korean Vice Fo-
reign Minister Kim Hong
Kyun summoned Russian
Ambassador Georgy Zino-
viev to protest the deal and
called for Moscow to im-
mediately halt its alleged
military cooperation with
Pyongyang.

Mr. Kim, the South Ko-
rean diplomat, stressed
that any cooperation that
helps the North build up its
military capabilities would
violate UN Security Coun-
cil resolutions and pose a
threat to the South’s secur-
ity, and warned of conse-
quences for Seoul’s rela-
tions with Moscow.

South Korea
summons
Russian
Ambassador

Associated Press
SEOUL A Swiss court handed jail

sentences to four members
of Britain’s richest family
on Friday for exploiting In-
dian sta� at their Geneva
mansion.

The Hindujas — who
were not present in court —
were acquitted of human
tra�cking, but convicted
on other charges in a stun-
ning verdict for the family
whose fortune is estimated
at 37 billion pounds ($47
billion).

Prakash Hinduja and his
wife Kamal Hinduja each
got four years and six
months, while their son
Ajay and his wife Namrata
received four-year terms,
the presiding judge in Ge-
neva ruled.

The cases stem from the
family’s practice of bring-
ing servants from their na-

tive India and included ac-
cusations of con�scating
their passports once they
were �own to Switzerland.

Prosecutors argued the
Hindujas paid their sta� a
pittance and gave them lit-
tle freedom to leave the
house. The family denied
the allegations, claiming
the prosecutors wanted to
“do in the Hindujas”.

The Hindujas reached a
con�dential out-of-court
settlement with the three
employees who made the

accusations against them.
Despite this, the prosecu-
tion decided to pursue the
case due to the gravity of
the charges.

Geneva prosecutor Yves
Bertossa had requested a
custodial sentence of �ve-
and-a-half years against
Prakash and Kamal
Hinduja.

Aged 78 and 75 respec-
tively, both had been ab-
sent since the start of the
trial for health reasons.

In his closing address,
the prosecutor accused the
family of abusing the
“asymmetrical situation”
between powerful em-
ployer and vulnerable em-
ployee to save money.

But the Hinduja family’s
defence lawyers argued
that the three plainti�s re-
ceived ample bene�ts,
were not kept in isolation
and were free to leave the
villa.

Hinduja family members get
jail term for exploiting sta�
Agence France-Presse
GENEVA

Prakash Hinduja

Hong Kong has charged
two persons in the span of
a week with “sedition” ov-
er social media posts and
clothing slogans, under a
new national security law.

The city passed a home-
grown security law in
March, commonly known
as Article 23, which the Un-
ited States and Britain have
criticised for curbing
rights.

The legislation is Hong
Kong’s second national se-
curity law and follows the

one imposed by Beijing in
2020 after huge, some-
times violent pro-democ-
racy protests a year earlier.

On Friday, authorities
charged Au Kin-wai, 58,
with publishing “sedi-
tious” posts on social me-
dia platforms such as Face-
book, YouTube and X.

Authorities separately
charged Chu Kai-pong on
June 14 with sedition, say-
ing the 27-year-old wore a
t-shirt calling for Hong
Kong’s “liberation” and a
mask with a design sugges-
tive of a protest slogan, lo-
cal media reported.

Hong Kong charges
two under the new
national security law 
Agence France-Presse
HONG KONG An enraged mob in the pic-

turesque Pakistani town of
Swat has gunned down a
tourist, dragged him
through the town and later
hanged him in full public
view for allegedly commit-
ting desecration of the
Koran.

The incident happened
on Thursday night when
Muhammad Ismail, a resi-
dent of Sialkot in Punjab
province, was visiting the
northwestern Pakistan hill
resort town of Swat and
was accused of having
burnt the pages of Islam’s

holy book in Madyan tehsil
of Swat district in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province.

District Police O�cer
(DPO), Swat, Zahidullah
said that initially the police
had taken Ismail in custody
and locked him up in the
police station when the al-
leged desecration incident
was reported.

However, the incident
was announced from mos-

ques through loudspeakers
in the market, prompting
thousands of people to
gather outside the police
station.

Soon after, the angry
mob demanded that the
police hand over the sus-
pect to them. On refusal, a
�erce exchange of �re took
place between the local pe-
ople and the police in
which eight persons were
injured.

After that the mob
torched the police station,
forcing the cops on duty to
�ee for their lives.

Chief Minister of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa has sought a
report from the police.

The man was gunned
down, dragged
through the town of
Swat and hanged in
public view

Mob kills tourist in Pakistan
for ‘desecrating’ the Koran
Press Trust of India
PESHAWAR

Russian authorities have
formally dismissed a Depu-
ty Defence Minister jailed
on bribery charges and ac-
cused by Kremlin critics of
living a lavish lifestyle, Rus-
sian media reported on
Thursday. A court ordered
that his pretrial detention
be extended for three
more months.

Timur Ivanov, 48, is one
of several senior military
o�cers arrested on cor-
ruption charges in recent
months. He was a close as-
sociate of Sergei Shoigu,

whom President Vladimir
Putin replaced as Defence
Minister last month. 

Ivanov, arrested in
April, was charged with
taking an especially large
bribe. His lawyers said he
maintains his innocence. 

Other o�cials arrested
in recent months include
deputy chief of military
general sta� Lt. Gen. Va-
dim Shamarin; Gen. Ivan
Popov, a former top com-
mander in Russia’s o�en-
sive in Ukraine; and Lt.
Gen. Yury Kuznetsov, head
of the Defense Ministry’s
personnel directorate. 

Russia �res Deputy
Defence Minister
jailed for corruption
Associated Press

Europe beware — Spain
might just be back.

The three-time Euro-
pean champion advanced
to the round of 16 at Euro
2024 after a 1-0 win against
holder Italy on Thursday.

A 55th-minute own goal
by Riccardo Cala�ori set-
tled the Group B game at
the Veltins Arena. But that
didn’t begin to tell the sto-
ry of a statement perfor-
mance from Spain, which
surely marks it as one of

the favourites to win a re-
cord-extending fourth Eu-
ropean Championship.

“I think it was the best
Spain performance I have

taken charge of,” coach
Luis de la Fuente said-
.Spain totally dominated
defending champion Italy,
with 16-year-old winger La-

mine Yamal further en-
hancing his reputation as
one of soccer’s most excit-
ing young stars.

Player of the match Nico

Williams also tormented
Italy’s defenders and was
the width of the crossbar
away from scoring.

It took Italy goalkeeper
Gianluigi Donnarumma to
keep the score down with a
string of �ne saves until in-
advertently pushing the

ball into the legs of Cala�o-
ri, who couldn’t prevent it
from ricocheting into his
own goal.

On Friday, Austria
claimed a convincing 3-1
win over Poland in Berlin
to take a step towards the

knock-out rounds.
Robert Lewandowski re-

turned from a thigh injury as
a substitute for Poland, now
on the brink of elimination
from Group D after two de-
feats, but could not help his
team make inroads against
Ralf Rangnick’s sturdy side.

Poland striker Krzysztof
Piatek levelled Gernot
Trauner’s opener, but Chris-
toph Baumgartner and Mar-
ko Arnautovic’s second-half
goals earned Austria three
vital points.

Earlier in the day, Ukraine
came from behind to beat
Slovakia 2-1 to move second
in Group E.

The results:

Group B: Spain 1 (Calafiori 55-og)
bt Italy 0.

Group D: Poland 1 (Piatek) lost to
Austria 3 (Trauner 9, Baumgartner
66, Arnautovic 78-pen).

Group E: Slovakia 1 (Schranz 17)
lost to Ukraine 2 (Shaparenko 54,
Yaremchuk 80).

Exquisite Spain too good for Italy as it advances into the pre-quarters

Unlucky: For all of Spain’s dominance it took an own-goal from Italian defender Calafiori to secure the

win. AFP

Associated Press
GELSENKIRCHEN
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F
errari has been Formula One’s pre-emi-
nent force. A competitive Ferrari has al-
ways helped the health of motorsport’s
most prestigious category, with a pas-

sionate, worldwide fanbase tuning in.
But every sport needs a �erce rivalry to get the

buzz going. Ferrari’s closest historical competi-
tor is McLaren, F1’s second-most-successful out-
�t in terms of wins and championships. 

The eponymous team, founded by Bruce
McLaren, has powered the likes of Niki Lauda,
Alain Prost, Mika Hakkinen and Lewis Hamilton
to titles. More importantly, it is best known as
the out�t with which Ayrton Senna, one of F1’s
greatest-ever drivers, won his three
championships.

A part of F1 folklore

The Ferrari-McLaren battles — Senna vs. Prost,
Schumacher vs. Hakkinen, and later Raikkonen/
Massa/Alonso vs. Hamilton — are part of F1
folklore.

However, the eight-time constructors’ cham-
pion, which also has 12 drivers’ titles, has en-
dured a decade of underperformance since
2013. In 2024, though, things are �nally looking
up for the British team, as it �ghts for wins and
podiums consistently, raising the fans’ excite-
ment level.

“It is important for F1 to have a competitive
McLaren. After Ferrari, it is the team with the
most loyal fanbase, and these are the two teams
where the fanbase for them is bigger than their
drivers,” says Karun Chandhok, India’s second
F1 driver, now a TV pundit.

The team’s decline started when it adopted a
new car concept in 2013, after �ghting for the tit-

le in 2012. Its ill-fated switch in 2015 to Honda
power units, which were uncompetitive and un-
reliable, exacerbated the problem. From 2015 to
2018, the team was in the bottom half of the
standings. There was also turmoil o� the track
due to management and ownership changes.

“When they went to the Honda engine, they
struggled. There was a cultural clash between
McLaren and the Japanese side. There was a lot
of blame on the engine front, but they also took
their eyes o� the chassis. So when they went to
Renault [2018-2020], it was a shock and an eye-
opener for them that it wasn’t all the [fault of
the] Honda engine, but there were de�ciencies
on the chassis side, which had to be addressed,”
says Chandhok.

It was only in 2019 that McLaren started lay-
ing down the building blocks for its recovery un-
der former team principal Andreas Seidl. Since
then, the team has been bouncing around to be
the best of the rest behind Mercedes, Red Bull
and Ferrari. The highlight was the 2021 Italian
GP, where Daniel Ricciardo led Lando Norris to a
1-2 �nish, McLaren’s �rst win since 2012.

Closing the gap

Over the last two years, there has been a grow-
ing belief that good days are on the horizon, as
the Woking-based team has started to close the
gap to the top.

After starting the 2022 rules cycle on the back
foot, the team missed the initial targets for 2023
and struggled even to score points in the early
part of last year. In the background, there was
another management shake-up, with Andrea
Stella becoming team principal, and changes to
the technical structure, including the departure
of technical director James Key.

Fortunately, the team has methodically put

the pieces together under Stella. McLaren fash-
ioned a sensational turnaround last year, becom-
ing the second-fastest car at some weekends dur-
ing the season’s second half. The progress has
continued this year, with Norris registering his
maiden victory in Miami and the team notching
up �ve other podium �nishes.

In the recent Canadian GP, Norris �nished se-
cond and teammate Oscar Piastri came home
�fth. A year ago, McLaren would have taken the
result gladly, but now, the race will go down as a
missed opportunity, showing how far the team
has come. 

Chandhok credits Stella and CEO Zak Brown
with getting the team back on track. “He [Stella]
is a pragmatic leader. His core belief is about en-
gineering success and being honest about things
when they are not working. There is a no-blame
culture, and he ensures that people are empo-
wered to speak up and highlight any weakness in
the collective system that helps them move for-
ward. He has been a fantastic asset for McLaren,”
says Chandhok.

“Zak [Brown] has gone on and found the mo-
ney, and the team has more than 40 partners to
give the �nancial muscle to invest in the factory
and people to grow the team.” 

Strong driver pairing

Apart from the technical talent and resources,
McLaren also has one of the stronger driver pair-
ings in Norris and Piastri, both of whom made
their F1 debut with the team.

In 2021 and 2022, Norris blew away the expe-
rienced Ricciardo, showing how well he could
adapt to a tricky car. 

His consistent ability to extract the most from
his car has led to him being considered one of
the grid’s elite drivers, alongside Max Verstap-

pen, Hamilton and Charles Leclerc.
Piastri, meanwhile, has impressed everyone

in only his second year and even won a sprint
race last year in Qatar. Though he has areas to
work on, like his tyre management in races, the
Australian has kept Norris on his toes and has of-
ten been quicker over one lap in qualifying.

“Apart from Lewis and Charles in what Ferrari
will have next year, this is the best line-up in F1.
Oscar is incredibly fast, calm, methodical and a
good team player. He and Lando are fast drivers
but have similar styles, wanting the same thing
from a car. It means that the team can develop
the car in the same direction. Lando has good ex-
perience now but is also maturing. There is a dif-
ference between a guy scoring points and some-
one �ghting for podiums and wins. It takes a
di�erent level of maturity, and we are seeing
that,” says Chandhok.

At the same time, the engineering group has
also made the car more of an all-rounder. “Over
the last few years, the car had a lot of drag, mak-
ing it slow on the straight line. Last year, they al-
so struggled in slow corners. But now, they have
widened the envelope of the car’s performance,
reducing drag without losing downforce. There
is no real weakness, and it is competitive on
most tracks,” explains Chandhok.

As the F1 circus prepares for the triple-header
in Spain, Austria and Britain, McLaren will hope
to be right up there at the sharp end of the grid.

While the team is not far o� leader Red Bull, a
title �ght may not be on the cards this year. But if
McLaren can �nish runner-up — it trails second-
placed Ferrari by just 40 points in the construc-
tors’ standings, and Norris is third, seven points
behind Leclerc, among the drivers — it will mark
a critical in�ection point in its quest to reclaim its
glory days.

McLaren’s
quest to
reclaim its
glory days is
well on track
After a dismal decade of underperformance, Formula One’s

second-most-successful team has begun to turn things around. A

runner-up �nish this season, which is well within reach, will mark a

de�nite in�ection point in its protracted bid to rejoin the grid’s elite

It is
important
for F1 to
have a
competitive
McLaren.
After
Ferrari, it is
the team
with the
most loyal
fanbase

KARUN
CHANDHOK
Former F1 driver

S. Dipak Ragav
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A
rkady Dvorkovich took over as FIDE
president in 2018 from Kirsan Ilyumz-
hinov. The Russian is now in his se-
cond term, which he won during the

Chennai Chess Olympiad two years ago. He was
back in India recently for the closing ceremony of
the World junior chess championship at Gandhi-
nagar. The head of the world chess governing bo-
dy sat down for an exclusive interview with The

Hindu. Excerpts:

This year’s World championship match has
attracted three bids, two of them — Chennai,
New Delhi — from the same country.

Yes, we have received three strong, very compet-
itive bids. It is quite unique, having three bids
and two of them from the same country. We ha-
ven’t had such a situation for a long period of
time. There are of course some big pluses in all
bids, strong government support and really good
venues. I think it is important to understand the
o�cial government position in this respect. For
international sports federations, it is important
to have the national government’s support. I un-
derstand the speci�cs of India, of course, and the
role of the States.

How exciting is it for world chess to have
someone as young as D. Gukesh as the
challenger in that match against Ding Liren?
He turned 18 a few weeks ago.

Now all the youngsters around the world know
they have a chance if they work hard. I have been
watching his progress as a player for a long time. I
am also impressed by India’s other young
players. I think Viswanathan Anand as the role
model particularly worked for India. At the Chess
Olympiad in Chennai, two Indians teams were
strong but the younger one did better. And we
saw so many Indians competing at the recent
Candidates tournament. Arjun Erigaisi, who
didn’t play at the Candidates, is doing very well in
open tournaments. I think now he will get invita-
tions to play in closed tournaments.

The defending women’s World champion is
also Chinese, like Ding. The next one is
guaranteed to be from China too, as Ju
Wenjun’s challenger is her compatriot Tan
Zhongyi. Are you surprised by Asia’s rise in
world chess?

No, I am not surprised. I think numbers matter.
And the world’s top-ranked country is the United
States. So given the population, it is not a sur-
prise. But, the Soviet chess school is still very
strong, if you take the whole thing [countries that
used to form the USSR].

A small country like Uzbekistan won the
gold at the last Olympiad…

Then there are also countries such as Kazakh-
stan, Armenia, Georgia, Russia, Ukraine... Asia,
no doubt, is very strong now, very competitive.
The infrastructure is modern and there is go-
vernment support, too.

Chess was probably the only truly global
sport that grew during the pandemic. And
FIDE did some quite good work by
organising so many online events, including
the Online Chess Olympiad.

Yes, we tried to use the opportunity to boost the
interest in chess. Of course we were helped by
things in the media like the series, The Queen’s

Gambit. But I am not surprised by the rise in pop-
ularity of chess. It is the oldest game in the
world, but at the same time, it is also modern.
Everyone who starts learning chess �nds an ex-
citement and intellectual challenge in playing the
game.

Anand is deputy president at FIDE. How do
you �nd working with the �ve-time World
champion in this administrative role?

He is a very good friend and one of the best
players in the world. He is a very comfortable
person to work with. His opinions are always ve-
ry important for me, since he has huge expe-
rience. And his reputation helps our team in our
e�orts to increase the popularity of chess around
the world.

As FIDE president, what areas would you
like to work on?

I want more women to play chess. We are work-
ing on equal opportunities. I am happy to see
more women playing in the open tournament
[and not just the events for women]. I see some
Chinese players, like Ju Wenjun, doing it of late.

The recent tournament she won in Norway
had equal prize money, as did the Tata Steel
Chess India tournament in Kolkata last year.

The parity in pay for women may not be achieved
quickly. But we need to make sure that the oppor-
tunities are there for them. Apart from the focus
on women, we also are looking closely at chess in
the universities and schools. And we also want to
make the World corporate chess championship
bigger. We are also thinking about new formats in
terms of time control and combinations to make
chess more interesting. 

FIDE has also taken chess to prisons.

We are working with new communities like pri-
sons, slums, families and seniors. We are also
bringing chess to new countries and regions.
Some regions in di�erent parts of the world like

Africa, Latin America and countries in South East
Asia require more development in chess. And In-
dian coaches can actually help in some of the
countries there.

Along with India’s rapid rise as a major
power in international chess, it is also
building a reputation as a capable organiser
of big events. Its conduct of the Chennai
Chess Olympiad two years ago had won
much praise.

Yes, of course. I am sure that during the next 12
months we will have more international events
here in India.

How do you look back at your time so far as
FIDE president?

Well, I am always ambitious. I always want to do
more, but the trend is positive anyway. Our team
is quite strong and I feel the support from nation-
al federations, including India. This support gives
us a boost.

Your comment on the suspension of the
Russian Chess Federation by FIDE’s Chess
Ethics and Disciplinary Commission?

I cannot comment on the legal issues. It was a de-
cision of the �rst panel of the commission. I was a
part of that and I presented my arguments in my
defence. The Chess Federation of Russia did the
same. We will appeal. We will see what will hap-
pen. I think a fair decision will be made. We have
to defend the interests of the players.

‘Viswanathan Anand as the role

model has worked for India’
FIDE president Arkady Dvorkovich talks about the rise of India and Asia, the upcoming World championship match, the game’s governing body taking chess places it has never

been, the need to bring more women to the sport and the suspension of the Russian federation

INTERVIEW

Arkady Dvorkovich

P.K. Ajith Kumar

Asia, no
doubt, is very
strong now,
very
competitive.
The
infrastructure
is modern
and there is
government
support, too

Synchronised swimming or
artistic swimming is a discipline
in which competitors perform
choreographed routines,
accompanied by music.

Traditionally a women’s
sport, artistic swimming has
diversified since: mixed-gender

duets and men’s individual
events have been introduced
and added to major
competitions over the last
decade. The discipline has been
a part of the Summer Olympics
program since 1984 and the
World Aquatics Championships
since the beginning (1973).

Known as water ballet in its

earliest days, artistic swimming
has drawn from dance
choreography, film-making
principles and robust swimming
techniques. Sculls — hand
movements used to propel and
support the body, especially
critical when a swimmer is
performing upside down — and
eggbeater kicks — a form of

treading water that contributes
to the competitor’s stability —
are important techniques in the
sport. Swimmers wear rubber
nose-clips to prevent water from
entering their noses and
protective earplugs when
performing. Performances are
judged on execution, artistic
impression and di�iculty.
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Aquatic ballet?
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I want more women to play chess. We are
working on equal opportunities. I am happy
to see more women playing in the open
tournament [and not just the events for
women]

FIDE 
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Suryakumar Yadav’s brilliant knock turned the game in India’s

favour, Afghanistan spinner Rashid Khan said. “We started well with

the ball, but in the middle, Suryakumar changed the tempo of the

game. He played his shots. That is what makes him unique and

great,” Rashid said.

Suryakumar changed the tempo of
the game: Afghanistan’s Rashid

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

K.R. DEEPAK
X

Anil Kumble hailed Jasprit Bumrah on his brilliant performance

against Afghanistan. “He gets the execution perfect. You know,

that’s what it is. For each batter, he would have figured that out and

then did it right in a big game. This doesn’t come easy,” Kumble told

ESPNCricinfo.

Bumrah gets his execution 
perfect, hails Kumble

DIFFERENT LEVEL

K.R. DEEPAK
X

Pat Cummins admits that even taking the first hat-trick of the T20

World Cup may not save him from the axe when Australia faces

Afghanistan. “Yes, potentially. We’ve been pretty open with that,

that anyone in the squad’s ready to play and the bowling line-up

might change at di�erent times,” said Cummins.

Hat-trick hero Cummins says the
bowling line-up has to adapt 

HORSES FOR COURSES

GETTY IMAGES
X

Bangladesh captain Najmul Hossain Shanto said his side should

have scored at least 170 runs in the Super 8 encounter against

Australia. “The wicket was good, a bit slow, but we should have

made at least 170. Playing against this team, we should have

gambled,” Shanto said.

Should have made at least 170,
feels Bangladesh skipper Shanto

FALLING SHORT

AFP

The easy win over Afghanistan in
the �rst game of the Super Eight
stage would have boosted the In-
dian team’s morale even more.
They were unbeaten in the Ameri-
can stage of the league — that too
on pitches about which the less
said the better. Then, when they
would have looked to get some
good match time in their last group
game in Miami against Canada, the
wet out�eld put paid to those plans
too as the game was washed o�. 

Therefore, the match against Af-
ghanistan became a bit more cru-
cial as it would not give the players
the time to ease into the Super
Eight stage of the tournament. 

The next game against Bangla-
desh could well be another warm-
up for the Indians. Mind you, in re-
cent times, the clashes between the
junior teams of the two countries
have been pretty spicy with loads

of aggro between the players. It's
not necessarily the same as the se-
nior players like Shakib, Musta�zur
play in the Indian Premier League
and so know the Indian players
well and have a very good equation
with them. 

They have had an up and down
tournament so far, but the Super
Eight stage gives the players a fresh
start and a new page to write on.

Indias batters, especially the
openers, Rohit Sharma and Virat
Kohli, will look to get more runs
and time out in the middle before
the clash against Australia. 

Pant played a lovely cameo
against Afghanistan and is looking
dangerous with every outing. Su-
ryakumar was simply SKY as he
batted as only he can and even
toyed with Rashid Khan, who bow-
led so well to the other Indian bat-
ters. 

Then it was Boom Boom Bum-
rah who tied up the Afghan top-or-
der with his extraordinary skill and
reading of the batters’ mind. There
is no one remotely close to the In-
dian pacer in the way he sets bat-
ters up and sends them back to the
change room. The spinners bowled
well too and didn't allow the Af-

ghan batters any leeway. 
A win against Bangladesh will as-

sure India a place in the semis and
also give them more con�dence to

take on the impressive Aussies to
see who �nishes top of the table.

(Professional Management
Group)

Bangladesh could be another warm-up for India

Sunil Gavaskar

A
n undefeated India
takes on a faltering
Bangladesh, both

teams desperately hoping
for their batting stars to
strike form in a Super 8
clash of the T20 World
Cup, here on Saturday.

The Men in Blue pro-
duced a clinical perfor-
mance against Afghanis-
tan. With only a travel day
separating their remaining
two games, they would be
hoping that the players
who have not performed
as per expectations so far,
deliver the goods.

Top of that list would be

the opening pair of Virat
Kohli and Rohit Sharma.
They have made a con-
scious e�ort to force the
pace but have ended with
minimal returns.

Another under-pressure
team member is left-han-
der Shivam Dube, who was
picked in the squad to
hammer sixes in the mid-
dle and death overs.

On the bowling front, In-
dia is expected to retain
the combination having gi-
ven the �rst opportunity of
the tournament to crafty
left-arm spinner Kuldeep
Yadav.

India’s sole aim in the
Caribbean is to win the tro-
phy and a solid perfor-
mance against Bangladesh
will be another step for-
ward in that context.

Bangladesh �nds itself
in a must-win situation af-
ter the loss to Australia.
The lack of power-hitters is
hurting the side and there
is no quick �x to that pro-
blem. 

The under-performance
of opener Litton Das and
Tanzid Khan has also com-
pounded Bangladesh’s
woes.

The side will need to
�nd a way to tackle Jasprit
Bumrah, who has been
sensational thus far, taking
eight wickets at an unparal-
leled economy rate of 3.46.

The pacers, led by Mus-
ta�zur Rahman, have done
alright but leg-spinner
Rishad Hossain needs
more support in the spin
department.

A win against Shanto’s men, who are coming o� a loss, will go a long way in clinching a semi�nal

spot for the Men in Blue; Rohit, Kohli will be keen on providing a strong start with the bat

T20 WORLD CUP

High-�ying India takes on
struggling Bangladesh

Press Trust of India
NORTH SOUND (ANTIGUA)

Lot to cherish: Rohit’s men had almost everything going in their favour in the match against Afghanistan. K.R. DEEPAK

The Indian bowling attack
in the Super 8 �xture
against Afghanistan here
on Thursday was unique. It
is not too often you see
three left-arm spinners in
the eleven.

Kuldeep Yadav o�ers va-
riety as a wrist spinner,
while Axar Patel and Ra-
vindra Jadeja come on with
a sti�ing line and length.
Axar, in particular, is adept
at changing it up according
to the match situation. Leg-
spinner Yuzvendra Chahal
is waiting in the wings. 

The trio formed an ef-
fective combination on a
slow, dry Kensington Oval
pitch. Kuldeep, playing his
�rst match of the tourna-
ment, took two wickets.
Axar (1/15 in 3 overs) and
Jadeja gave nothing away
and applied the choke on
the Afghan chase.

Active communication
Axar believes that active
communication makes for
a good partnership. “Hav-

ing three left-arm spinners
is an advantage on the
wickets here. Our combi-
nation is very good. We
communicate well. For ex-
ample, whoever comes on
to bowl �rst will communi-
cate to the others on what
is working and what is not.
This is important when
you bowl as a unit,” Axar
said at the press confe-
rence after India eased
past Afghanistan by 47
runs.

Being versatile to satisfy
the needs of the team is
crucial, Axar added. “I can
bowl in the PowerPlay,
middle or towards the end.
I can be called by the cap-
tain in any situation. If I
feel that I need to attack,
then I plan accordingly. In
the Pakistan match, when I
came to bowl the 16th over,
I felt that if I give less runs it
will be very good for the
team,” said Axar. 

Axar described pace
spearhead Jasprit Bumrah
as a “world class bowler”,
and that the quality of the
Indian attack can “get us
out of a tough situation”.

Having three left-arm
spinners is an
advantage on the
wickets here: Axar
Ashwin Achal
BRIDGETOWN (BARBADOS)

Left is right: India’s spin trio of Jadeja, Kuldeep and Axar is

expected to play a key role again. K.R. DEEPAK

In a thrilling T20 World
Cup Super 8 match at the
Daren Sammy ground here
on Friday, England fell
agonisingly short against
South Africa, losing by se-
ven runs. Chasing 164, Jos
Buttler’s men were in deep
trouble at 63 for four in 11
overs. However, Harry
Brook and Liam Living-
stone ignited hopes,
smashing 52 in three overs
at one stage.

The turning point came
in the 17th over when Ott-
niel Baartman’s full tosses
allowed Livingstone to
smash three consecutive
boundaries. But, with 25
needed o� 18 balls, Kagiso
Rabada dismissed Living-
stone for 33 o� 17 in an ov-
er that cost just four runs.
Marco Jansen’s tight penul-
timate over followed, leav-
ing England needing 14 o�
the �nal six.

Brook, having reached
his �rst T20 World Cup �f-
ty, went for a boundary
shot o� Anrich Nortje, but
Aiden Markram’s stunning
catch at mid-o� dented En-
gland’s hopes. The �nal ov-
er went for just six runs,
extending South Africa’s
unbeaten run in the tour-
nament. Keshav Maharaj’s

masterful two for 25 on a
slow pitch set the stage. 

England must now se-
cure a big win against the
USA and hope that the Net
Run Rate (NRR) works in
its favour in case the West
Indies prevails in its re-
maining matches.

Earlier, Reece Topley
and Moeen Ali sought to
leverage their favourable
match-ups against Quinton
de Kock (65 o� 38 balls). de
Kock �rst broke free
against Moeen with con-
secutive boundaries be-
fore hitting Jofra Archer for
three sixes in a 21-run over. 

Archer made amends,
giving away just eight in his
�nal over and taking two
wickets. England’s spin
duo of Adil Rashid and
Moeen Ali excelled, main-
taining an economy rate of
6.42. Buttler shone with
the big gloves, jumping
high to take a one-handed
catch to send back de Kock
and making a direct hit to
run out Heinrich Klaasen.
David Miller’s 43 o� 28
helped South Africa post a
total that proved just
enough.

The scores: South Africa 163/6 in
20 overs (de Kock 65, Miller 43,
Archer 3/40) bt England 156/6 in
20 overs (Brook 53, Livingstone
33, Rabada 2/32, Maharaj 2/25);
Toss: England; PoM: de Kock.

Proteas prevail over
England in nail-biter

Turning it on: de Kock raced to 65 o� 38 deliveries with four fours

and as many sixes. PTI

Ayan Acharya
GROS ISLET (ST. LUCIA)

Premier pacer Pat Cum-
mins grabbed the tourna-
ment’s �rst hat-trick and
spinner Adam Zampa
showcased his artistry to
fashion Australia’s 28-run
win over Bangladesh via
the Duckworth Lewis
method in its Super 8 �x-
ture of the T20 World Cup.

If Zampa (two for 24) op-
erated with precision in the
middle overs, Cummins
(three for 29) claimed three
wickets o� successive balls
at the back end, as Austra-
lia restricted Bangladesh to
140 for eight after Mitchell
Marsh opted to bowl �rst in
the rain-interrupted game.

Australia was in a hurry
to �nish the game with
openers David Warner and
Travis Head going hammer
and tongs from the very
�rst ball.

The pair raced to 60/0
before rain interrupted
play. Once play resumed,
the Aussies lost a bit of mo-
mentum as Rishad Hossain
removed Head and Marsh
in quick succession.

Despite the twin blow,
Australia never looked in
trouble. When rain

stopped play again, Austra-
lia was 28 runs ahead of the
DLS par score.

The scores: Bangladesh 140/8 in
20 overs (Shanto 41, Hridoy 40,
Cummins 3/29, Zampa 2/24) lost
to Australia 100/2 in 11.2 overs
(Warner 53 n.o., Head 31, Hossain
2/23) by DLS method; Toss:

Australia; PoM: Cummins. 

Cummins’ ’trick and Zampa’s
artistry win it for Australia

Press Trust of India
NORTH SOUND (ANTIGUA)

On fire: Cummins’ three-in-three — the edition’s first — helped

Australia restrict Bangladesh to 140. GETTY IMAGES
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Yohan Poonawalla’s 1928 boat-tailed Rolls-Royce
Experimental Sports Phantom ‘17EX’ won the
prestigious ‘Best in Show’ Award at the Valletta
Concours, held in Valletta, Malta, earlier this
month. This unique vehicle was developed under
the supervision of Sir Henry Royce as a prototype
sports car designed to reach speeds of 100 mph. 

Poonawalla’s car wins ‘Best In
Show’ at Valletta Concours

INBRIEF
�

Football: Euro 2024: Sony Sports Ten 2, 3, 5 & Hotstar, 6.30,
9.30 p.m. & 12.30 a.m. (Sunday).

F-1: Spanish GP, (qualifying), F1 TV, F1 TV Pro App & FanCode,
7.30 p.m.

Hockey: Pro League, Sports 18-1 & JioCinema, 7.30 p.m.

T20 WC: Star Sports 1 & Hotstar, 8 p.m. & 6 a.m. (Sunday)

LIVE TELECAST

�

The new government in Odisha has decided to
continue the State’s sponsorship of the Indian
hockey team, extending it on Friday by three
years till 2036 with Odisha chief minister Mohan
Charan Mohan Majhi announcing the same as
part of the state’s Vision Odisha: 2036. “In 2036,
Odisha will complete 100 years of formation. The
year will also see a probability of Gujarat hosting
the Olympics. Odisha’s role in the rise of hockey
has been instrumental and this extension of
sponsorship could prove to be a game changer
for the state in sports,” Majhi said after meeting
Hockey India president Dilip Tirkey and other
o�cials. The meeting was attended by, among
others, HI secretary-general Bhola Nath Singh,
Odisha Sports Minister Suryabanshi Suraj, chief
secretary Pradeep Kumar Jena and
commissioner-cum-secretary R. Vineel Krishna.
“We had a productive meeting with the Hon’ble
CM. We are thankful to the Odisha Government
for their support and commitment to Indian
hockey. As an Odia and a former hockey player, I
am immensely proud,” Tirkey said.

Odisha government extends
hockey sponsorship till 2036

I
gor Stimac came down
heavily on the football
administrators in the

country, calling them
“power-hungry people
who look after their own
personal interests.” 

At an online interaction
after his contract was ter-
minated by the All India
Football Federation follow-
ing the Indian team’s fai-
lure to reach the third
round of the World Cup
quali�ers, Stimac said that
while football is growing
across the globe, it is stag-
nating in India due to the
ine�ciency of those run-
ning the show.

“They don’t have a clue
about how to run the foot-
ball house (AIFF headquar-
ters) and they don’t care.
The only thing they care
about is power, their own
positions and how to put

the blame on the others so
that they stay as long as
possible,” said Stimac. 

He added that he will
seek monetary compensa-
tion from the AIFF for the
rest of his contract period
(till June 2026).

Stimac launched a sharp
attack on AIFF president
Kalyan Chaubey, saying
that the sooner he leaves
his post, the better it will
be for the future of Indian
football. 

“The sooner Kalyan
leaves the AIFF, the better
it is for Indian football. The
only way he knows to run
football in the country is
through how the social me-
dia thinks. 

“It is a totally wrong ap-

proach and cannot happen
with any serious institu-
tion,” Stimac said.

The former coach also
revealed that he received
little support from the
AIFF technical committee,
chaired by the legendary
I.M. Vijayan. 

“Vijayan was a fantastic
player but he should not be
presiding over the techni-
cal committee,” said Sti-
mac. 

The Croatian said that
since the AIFF o�cials did
not extend any coopera-
tion, the job of coaching
the Indian team became so
stressful that he had to un-
dergo a heart surgery be-
fore the Asian Cup cam-
paign.

Amitabha Das Sharma
KOLKATA

Igor Stimac lashes out at
‘power-hungry’ o�cials
The sacked coach of the Indian National team attacks AIFF president Kalyan Chaubey, saying that

the sooner he leaves his post, the better it will be for the future of Indian football

Stimac. FILE PHOTO

Gautam Gambhir, the
front-runner for the post of
the Indian cricket team’s
next head coach, parried
the question of him taking
over from Rahul Dravid.
He, however, underlined
that individuals could not
be the “be-all-and-end-all”
in a team sport.

Gambhir, who men-
tored Kolkata Knight Rid-

ers to its third title triumph
this season, said, “It is di�-
cult to answer that (the
coach question). Right
now, I am in a happy space
having just �nished the
journey with KKR. He was
speaking at the ‘Rise to
Leadership’ event organ-
ised by the Indian Cham-
ber of Commerce here.

Gambhir said indivi-
duals needed to be treated
fairly in a team game. “The
team is the most important
thing and individuals can’t
be the be-all-and-end-all in
a team. If you focus on two
or three people, just ima-
gine what will happen to
the others. 

“From the captain to
the masseur, you cannot
discriminate between peo-
ple. You have to treat peo-
ple equally. That’s the most
important culture and I
will always have this philo-
sophy,” he said.

Talking about white-ball
cricket which is heavily tilt-
ed in favour of the batters,
Gambhir said it was the job
of the International Cricket
Council (ICC) to see that all
kinds of cricketers, includ-
ing the �nger spinners, re-
ceived an equal chance.

About his rapport with
KKR co-owner Shah Rukh
Khan, Gambhir said, “I’ve
the privilege of working
with the best IPL owner. 

“There has been no con-
versation of cricket with
him in the eight years
we’ve known each other.”

Individuals need to be treated fairly in a
team game: says Gautam Gambhir

Y.B. Sarangi
KOLKATA

CRICKET

I am in a happy space
having just �nished the
journey with KKR

The National Ri�e Associa-
tion of India (NRAI) got the
green signal from the Inter-
national Shooting Sport
Federation (ISSF) to swap
one of the women’s pistol
Olympic quota places for
women’s trap, and �eld
Shreyasi Singh for the Paris
Games.

With Manu Bhaker �n-
ishing on top in both wo-
men’s air pistol and sports
pistol, emerging as the on-
ly shooter to compete in
two events, one of the air

pistol quota places fell va-
cant. 

While Esha Singh and
Rhythm Sangwan gained
entry for Olympics in
sports pistol and air pistol
events, swapping their po-
sition from the Olympic
quota that they had won,
the Olympic quota won by
Asian Games gold medal-
list Palak Gulia’s quota in
air pistol was swapped for
women’s trap.

The NRAI chose to seek
a women’s trap quota
place, as all other women’s
events had already been
�lled with maximum possi-
ble two Olympic quota
places. 

Shreyasi gets green
signal for Paris 

Sports Bureau
NEW DELHI

SHOOTING

Lionel Messi’s passing bril-
liance got Argentina o� to a
winning start in the de-
fence of its Copa America
title, overcoming Canada
and a poor playing surface
here on Thursday.

Messi’s through ball led
to Julian Alvarez’s 49th-mi-
nute goal and the eight-
time Ballon d’Or winner as-
sisted on Lautaro Marti-
nez’s 88th-minute score in
a 2-0 victory on Thursday
night.

Held scoreless in the
�rst half, Argentina out-
shot Canada 12-3 in the
second.

The result: Argentina 2 (Alvarez
49, Martinez 88) bt Canada 0.

Argentina
beats Canada

Associated Press
ATLANTA

COPA AMERICA

Ankit slams century
Ankit Kaushik smashed an
unbeaten 62-ball 109 as
Delhi Wonders beat
Pioneer Club by �ve
wickets in the DDCA T20
League.
The scores: Pioneer Club 181/6
in 20 overs (Yajas Sharma 47, Yash
Bhatia 46, Ankit Kaushik 2/24)
lost to Delhi Wonders 186/5 in 19
overs (Ankit Kaushik 109 n.o.).

Delhi Audit 123/9 in 20 overs
(Himanshu Rana 33, Arun Pundir
2/22, Nishant Thakur 2/12) lost to
Young Cricketers 126/6 in 16
overs (Ashish Sehrawat 35).

Harsha Sports 116/9 in 20 overs
(Sispal 2/24, Shivam Sharma
2/22) lost to LB Shastri Coaching
Center 120/3 in 9 overs (Ankit
Chillier 71 n.o., Mahi Chopra 36).

Lala Ramcharan Aggarwal Club
122 in 19 overs (Gulzar Sandhu
51, Anirudh 4/40, Manan
Bhardwaj 2/13) lost to Sonnet

Club 125/8 in 19 overs (Sagar
Tawar 31, Nitin Basoya 3/33).

Roop Nagar Colts 141/9 in 20
overs (Lakshay Malik 45, Vishal
3/21, Yugantar Mehta 3/40) lost to
Darling 147/4 in 18 overs (Parwan
Dhaiya 46).

Malviya 184/5 in 20 overs (Tushar
Kansari 55, Pushpendra Vimal
2/23, Gaurav 2/26) lost to Canara
Bank 188/4 in 17 overs (Arvind 75,
Anoop Yadav 51).

Alpine 156/5 in 20 overs (Aman
Choudhary 60, Mrinal Gulati 3/30)
lost to Pusa Youngster 160/5 in 19
overs (Rajdeep Jain 73, Shourya
Pratap Singh 56, Jatin Rajput
3/31).

Bank of India 171/5 in 20 overs
(Vikas Boi 46, Alam Mohd. Saif 33,
Swapnil 2/44) bt EIL 106 in 19
overs (Pradeep Meena 3/14,
Dinesh Meena 2/5). 

Harriman sets up Noida
Wonder Club’s easy win
Vasu Dev picked up four

wickets and Anurag Pal
took three as Maulana
Azad Club beat Golden
Eagle Club by six wickets
in the Harcourt Butler
tournament. In another
match, Harriman Kapoor
scored a match-winning
century to help Noida
Wonder Club beat Mount
Club by 165 runs.

The scores: GEC 111 in 29 overs
(Mayank Chopra 35, Vasu Dev
4/26, Anurag Pal 3/20) lost to MAC
115/4 in 16 overs (Lakshay
Nagpal 46 n.o.).

NWC 257 in 39 overs (Harriman
Kapoor 147) bt Mount Club 92 in
26 overs. 

Shivansh and
Shailu shine 

Four wickets by Shivansh
Bakshi and an unbeaten
44 by Shailu Dhakad saw

UGC Academy defeat SMC
Academy by 10 wickets in
the Vidya Devi memorial
tournament.

The scores: SMCA 58 in 19 overs
(Shivansh Bakshi 4/21) lost to
UGCA 64/0 in 7 overs (Shailu
Dhakad 44 n.o.).

RKYA beats Kanchi,
enters final

Man-of-the-Match Vicky
Mahto picked up �ve
wickets for �ve runs as
Radhey Kishan Youth
Academy beat Kanchi
Academy by nine wickets
in the semi�nal of the Shri
Chamanlal Asiwal
memorial under-14
tournament.

The scores: Kanchi Academy 51
in 15.5 overs (Vicky Mahto 5/5,
Shivansh 2/7) lost to RKYA 52/1 in
8 overs.

DELHI ROUND-UP
�

Dhiraj and Ankita stay
in the hunt for medals

B. Dhiraj and Ankita
Bhakat remained in the
hunt for medals after
reaching the men’s and
women’s individual
semi�nals in the Archery
World Cup Stage-3 in
Antalya, Turkey, on
Friday. Dhiraj set up a
semi�nal clash with
Korea’s Kim Woojin while
Ankita will face China’s
topranked Yang Xiaolei.

The Indian recurve mixed
team, comprising Bhajan
and Dhiraj, received a bye
and defeated Great Britain
5-1 and Brazil 5-1 before
being beaten 5-3 by Korea
in the semi�nals. 

Balaji-Johnson duo
exits in the last eight

Sriram Balaji and Luke
Johnson lost 7-6(3), 6-4 to
Marcus Daniell and Matwe
Middelkoop in the
€148,625 Challenger tennis

the doubles quarter�nals
in Ilkley, Britain.
Other results: $15,000 ITF
men, Hillcrest, South Africa:
Quarterfinals: Alec Beckley bt
Aryan Shah 6-3, 6-2.

Doubles: Semifinals: Alec
Beckley & Alexander Donski bt
Kabir Hans & Aryan Shah 6-4, 6-3.
$15,000 ITF men, Koszalin,
Poland: Doubles:
Quarterfinals: Jakub
Jedrzejczak & LLeon Zaorski bt
Manas Dhamne & Daniele
Rapagnetta 7-5, 6-2.

$15,000 ITF men, Hong Kong:
Quarterfinals: Thanapat Chanta
bt S.D. Prajwal Dev 6-4 (retired).
Doubles: Semifinals: Yuichiro
Inui & Kazuki Nishiwaki bt Prajwal
Dev & Adil Kalyanpur 6-4, 1-6,
[12-10].

$15,000 ITF men, Monastir:
Doubles: Quarterfinals: Mateo
Matulovich & Paulo Santos w.o.
Amr Elsayed & Manish
Sureshkumar.

$25,000 ITF women, Wichita,
USA: Pre-quarterfinals: Sahaja
Yamalapalli bt Victoria Flores 6-2,
6-1.

Doubles: Quarterfinals: Ashton
Bowers & Sophia Webster bt
Chieh-Yu Hsu & Sahaja 6-3, 7-5.

SNAPSHOTS
�
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