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Exclusive Telegraph
poll gives party just
53 MPs with PM and
Chancellor at risk

of losing their seats

By Ben Riley-Smith
POLITICAL EDITOR

RISHI SUNAK is predicted to become
the first sitting prime minister ever to
lose their seat at a general election.

The Conservatives are also on track
to slump to 53 seats, with about three-
quarters of the Cabinet voted out, a
major opinion poll for The Telegraph
has revealed.

The Liberal Democrats are on course
to be just behind the Tories on 50 MPs,
according to the Savanta and Electoral
Calculus polling analysis, leaving them
in touching distance of becoming the
official opposition.

Labour is forecast to have 516 seats
and an estimated House of Commons
majority of 382 - double that won by Sir
Tony Blair in 1997 - as Sir Keir Starmer
becomes prime minister.

Meanwhile, Reform, despite a surge
in the polls, is predicted to win zero
seats. For Nigel Farage, the recently
returned Reform leader, it would mean
an eighth defeat as a parliamentary can-
didate in a row.

The SNP, according to the poll, are
predicted to slump to just eight MPs,
down from 48 in 2019, with Labour
once again the dominant party of Scot-
land it was under Sir Tony.

The polling suggests Tory warnings
of a Labour “super-majority” are accu-
rate. It also lays bare the scale of voter
disillusionment with the Tories and
suggests an uncertain road for the party
in the years ahead.

Other polling analyses in recent
weeks have had the Tories slumping
markedly, sometimes below 100 seats.
But none have had them performing
quite this badly. This is the first poll of
its kind to forecast Labour to win more
than 500 seats. No other poll has pre-
dicted the Tories would win so few
seats. The polling from Savanta for The
Telegraph consulted about 18,000 peo-
ple between June 7 and June 18, captur-
ing views throughout the last fortnight
of the election campaign.

The analysis comes from a method
called Multilevel Regression and Post-
stratification, or MRP, which allows
pollsters to take survey results and pre-
dict results in individual seats.

In simple terms, it involves talking to
many more people than a typical poll -
around ten times more - and drilling
down into the demographic details of
both respondents and constituencies.

More than 100 seats are predicted to
be won by such narrow margins that
the pollster believes they remain up for
grabs. A small improvement in the Tory
vote share could have a serious impact
on their seat total.

But the results make clear that the
Tories are facing a defeat of historic
proportions from a frustrated elector-
ate. The explanation, according to
Savanta, comes in the lead that Labour
was found to have had over Conserva-
tives, which was 21 percentage points -
a little higher than other recent MRP
polls. Savanta’s estimated voting inten-
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tion has Labour on 44 per cent, the Con-
servatives on 23 per cent, Reform on 13
per cent, the Lib Dems on 12 per cent,
the Greens on four per cent, the SNP on
three per cent and Plaid Cymru on one
per cent. The Tories falling so low in
nationwide vote share means that not
only are they predicted to lose scores of
seats to Labour, but also lose out to the
Lib Dems in a host of others.

Securing 53 MPs would comfortably
be the Conservatives’ worst result in
modern history. It would be less than a
third of the 165 MPs they got in 1997
when Sir Tony’s New Labour swept to
power. It would also amount to a
remarkable slump from 2019 when,
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under Boris Johnson, the Tories
secured 365 MPs. It would mean the
Tories keeping just 13 per cent of their
2019 seats. Mr Sunak is predicted to lose
his Richmond seat to Labour, though
this race is among those which Savanta
says is still in the balance given the close
margins. If that were to happen, it
would be a moment of history. No
prime minister has ever lost their seat at
a general election, according to the
Institute for Government.

Arthur Balfour is the only prime min-
ister to have come close to losing their
seat. He resigned as prime minister in
December 1905 and was officially the
opposition leader when he lost his seat

The predicted result would also have
a major impact on who could follow Mr
Sunak as Tory leader, given many of
those tipped to run next month if there
is a defeat are predicted to lose their
seats. Reform, according to the Savanta
polling analysis, would not win any
seats, though given the rapid recent
changes in the party’s profile, an extra
element of doubt could apply to them.

Mr Farage only became Reform
leader a few days before this polling
began, with an uptick in its vote being
seen throughout the last fortnight. His
impact on the seat of Clacton, where he
is standing, is also hard to predict with

‘No prime
minister
has ever
lost their
seat at a
oeneral
election’
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nationwide polling. Reform’s polling
increase means only recently has
Savanta started putting it among the list
of political parties offered up front as an
option to respondents, rather than only
after the select "other”. Plaid Cymru
would be on four seats. The Greens
would get zero seats. Seat projections
are not made for Northern Ireland,
given polling challenges because of
party differences there.

The general election is now just 14
days away.
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hemi is the future of the party

Analysis

By Gordon Rayner
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

KEMI BADENOCH will be the future
of the Conservative Party by default as
the only “big beast” left standing after
the election, an exclusive poll for The
Telegraph suggests.

including Rishi Sunak, Jeremy Hunt
and James Cleverly - would be wiped
out under a Labour super-majority, but
also leadership contenders including
Penny Mordaunt and Suella
Braverman.

Among others said to be
contemplating leadership bids, only
Tom Tugendhat is predicted to keep
his seat, raising the possibility of a
Badenoch-Tugendhat run-off as the
Right of the party fights the centrist
One Nation Tories for control.

The poll makes for terrifying

currently predicted to retain just 53
seats, making them the second-biggest
party in front of the Lib Dems on 50.
Labour is predicted to take 516 seats,
giving Sir Keir Starmer a record-
breaking peacetime majority of 382.

Such a scenario would raise the
question of whether the Conservative
Party, in its current form, could ever
win back power, and there is strong
evidence that the party would veer to
the Right, hoping to win back millions
who are expected to vote for Reform
UK.

the Right of the party would
outnumber centrists, according to the
poll, suggesting Mrs Badenoch, the
Business Secretary, could count on
more than half of Tory MPs in the first
round of a leadership vote, with
between 15 and 20 of them likely to
back Mr Tugendhat, the security
minister, if he ran.

Given that Conservative members
chose Liz Truss as their leader when
they were last given a choice - having
rejected the more moderate Sunak -
Mrs Badenoch would surely be in pole

loses the election. Mrs Badenoch has
for months been the most popular
Cabinet minister among readers of the
Conservative Home website, with a net
positive rating of more than 56 points,
more than double the rating for Mr
Tugendhat. Mr Sunak is in negative
territory. Mrs Badenoch also receives a
rock star welcome from Conservative
members at the annual party
conference, with standing room only
at the events where she speaks.
Whoever became leader would then
face the biggest rebuilding job in the

- but no one else survives this catastrophe

do it with precious few experienced
ex-ministers in their ranks.

Among the current or former
ministers predicted to lose their seats
are Sunak, Hunt, Mordaunt, Truss and
Cleverly, as well as Grant Shapps,
Suella Braverman, Sir Jacob Rees-
Mogg, Sir Iain Duncan Smith, Dame
Priti Patel, Robert Jenrick, Esther
McVey, Tobias Ellwood, Thérése
Coffey, Sir Robert Buckland and
Gillian Keegan.

The bad news for the One Nation
caucus of centrists is that their
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doubted either the Tories or Labour
would seek to wipe the slate clean by
introducing any statute to grant an
amnesty to the 29,383 people so far
convicted by the courts.

Page?2

and Specialist Protection (RaSP)
command. The constable, who has not
been named, was yesterday further
arrested on suspicion of committing
misconduct in public office.

Page9

‘With a surge of support
in the next fortnight I'm
sure we can overtake

spoilt ballot papers’

deal signed with Kim’s dictator father
in 2002. Putin said the “breakthrough
document... provides for the provision
of mutual assistance in the event of
aggression against one of the parties”.
Page 12
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Ex-Supreme

Courtjudge

backs Covid
fines amnesty

Criminalisation for
breaches of rules in
pandemic ‘ridiculous’,
says Lord Sumption

By Charles Hymas
HOME AFFAIRS EDITOR

A FORMER Supreme Court judge has
backed calls for an amnesty for people
given criminal convictions for breaking
Covid rules.

Lord Sumption said the criminalisa-
tion of more than 29,000 people for
breaches of rules in the pandemic was
“ridiculous” and a “miscarriage of jus-
tice.” But he said he doubted either the
Tories or Labour would seek to wipe
the slate clean by introducing any stat-
ute to grant an amnesty to the 29,383
people so far convicted by the courts.

Both Rishi Sunak and Sir Keir
Starmer failed to back calls for an
amnesty on Wednesday.

Lord Sumption, a member of the
Supreme Court from 2012 to 2018, was
responding to the calls by charities and
former Cabinet ministers, including Sir
Robert Buckland, the former justice
secretary, to wipe their slates clean for
offences such as attending gatherings,
leaving home during lockdowns and
failing to wear face coverings.

Unlike politicians such as Mr Sunak
who were handed fixed penalty notices,
thousands of people received criminal
convictions after being found guilty by
courts because they contested the fines
or failed to pay them.

These could hamper their job pros-
pects as police can pass on the details to
potential employers if they are deemed
“relevant” for criminal background
checks for sensitive jobs such as teach-
ing, social work and policing.

People are also required to declare
Covid convictions when applying for
visas to visit countries such as the US
and Canada. Both countries reserve the
right to permanently ban anyone who
fails to reveal a conviction.

Lord Sumption, 75, said: “People
were victims of a miscarriage of justice.
They were victims of a stupid set of
legal priorities.” He added that the laws
were “absurdly draconian” and crimi-
nalised people on a “ridiculous” scale.

“It was a fundamental failure to treat

people as grown-ups with judgments of
their own to make.” he said.

“The reason I would support [wiping
the slate clean] is that I rejected the
whole system at the time.”

However, he said any attempt to
implement an amnesty would require a
“statutory intervention”, probably by
regulation rather than primary legisla-
tion. Such a move would probably not
be backed by a Tory government,
because it would require it to acknowl-
edge that it was “not a sensible way to
go about enforcing social distancing™.

He predicted it would have “no trac-
tion at all” with Labour and was likely to
be at the bottom of their priorities.
Instead, he said it was important to
learn the lessons for next time.

Mr Sunak said yesterday that he was
“not familiar” with the calls by Sir Rob-

ert, who oversaw the courts during
Covid. “This election is about the
future,” Mr Sunak said. “Covid was a
very difficult time for our country,
right? And that was followed by a war in

“It was a fundamental
failure to treat people as
orown-ups with judgments
of their own to make’

Ukraine. This election is about how do
we build going forward.” He added:
“When it comes to Covid, it’s important
we learn all the lessons of Covid and
that’s why we have a full public inquiry”

Mr Sunak was fined for a Covid rule
breach, receiving a fixed penalty notice
for attending a “birthday party” for
Boris Johnson in the Cabinet room in
June 2020. The then Prime Minister
was also fined.

Sir Keir dismissed calls for an
amnesty, saying: “I mean, seriously?
They want Boris Johnson and Rishi
Sunak’s convictions to be removed in
some great amnesty? Come on. Many,
many people paid a very high price in
that pandemic.

“The now Prime Minister and his
predecessor bar one were convicted of
breaking the rules that they've put in
place and if they don’t understand how
deep that goes for people that just rein-
forces how out of touch they are.”
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Life imitates art Naomi Campbell arrives at the V&A summer party celebrating the Naomi:
In Fashion exhibition, at the Victoria and Albert Museum in London.

UR has 40pc chance of heatwave as Red
Cross warns over potential for sunstroke

By Emma Gatten

THE UK has a 40 per cent chance of a
heatwave in some areas next week, the
Met Office has said, as promises of sum-
mer finally shine through.

After a relatively chilly start to June
forecasters now predict a “fine and set-
tled” spell of weather next week, with
top temperatures likely to exceed 25C
(77F) for at least two or three days.

A heatwave is defined as three or
more days of very hot temperatures,
ranging from 28C in London to 25C in
other parts of the country.

“A gradual trend towards more set-
tled and warmer weather is likely into
next week as high pressure extends
northeast from the Azores,” said Andrea
Bishop, a spokesman for the Met Office.

“There’s a chance that this could per-

sist for several days leading to a spell of
higher than average temperatures,
however details are likely to become
clearer as we move through this week.”

She added: “Temperatures are likely
to remain above average, but confi-
dence in the forecast is reduced beyond
Wednesday. On the whole, this is fairly
typical of an early summer high temper-
ature event.”

Ms Bishop cautioned that there was
still a less than 50 per cent chance that
parts of the UK could approach heat-
wave thresholds. Warmer weather will
be a welcome change from the first few
weeks of June.

Weather in the UK has been in stark
contrast to the rest of Europe, and parts
of the Middle East and Asia, which have
sweltered in temperatures above 40C.

Yesterday, the Red Cross warned

British tourists to beware of heatstroke
symptoms, after the deaths of Michael
Mosley, the doctor and health broad-
caster, and several others in Greece.

More than 550 people have died
while on pilgrimage to the Muslim holy
site of Mecca in Saudi Arabia as temper-
atures exceeded 50C.

“High temperatures make it harder
for the body to cool itself and we all
need to take care to manage the health
risks of heat,” William Spencer, the cli-
mate and first aid product manager at
the British Red Cross, said.

“We would advise people to plan
ahead for the effects of heat on their
trip, making sure they know how torec-
ognise the symptoms of heat exhaustion
and heatstroke, and avoiding activities
in the middle of the day when tempera-
tures are highest.”

Post Oflice publishes details
of Horizon victims online

By Fiona Parker
SENIOR NEWS REPORTER

NAMES and addresses of hundreds of
Horizon scandal victims have been pub-
lished on the Post Office website.

The company is the subject of a pub-
lic inquiry after more than 900
sub-postmasters were wrongfully pros-
ecuted owing to faulty software record-
ing shortfalls on their branch accounts.

Yesterday, the Daily Mail reported
that the Post Office published a list of
555 wronged sub-postmasters who won
a High Court battle against it in 2019, in
a fight led by Sir Alan Bates.

The dossier showed full names and
home addresses of the victims - many of
whom are set to receive compensation,
the newspaper reports. It is understood
that the Post Office removed the docu-

ment - entitled “Confidential Settle-
ment Deed” - from its website after the
newspaper alerted it to its existence.
Text in the paperwork reportedly made
it clear that its contents were private.

The Post Office could now face an
investigation by the Information Com-
missioner (ICO) and a hefty fine if it is
found to have committed a data breach.

Wendy Buffrey, 64, prosecuted for a
£36,000 shortfall incorrectly recorded
at her branch in Cheltenham, Gloucs
said: “I'm incandescent ... They need to
pay for this.”

A Post Office spokesman said: “The
document in question has been
removed from our website. nWe are
investigating as an urgent priority how
it came to be published.” An ICO spokes-
man said: “We have not received a data
breach report on this matter.”

NEWS BULLETIN

Seven-month-old baby
dies after bite from dog

A seven-month-old baby girl has died
in hospital after being bitten by a pet
dog and suffering serious head
injuries.

Police officers and paramedics were
called to a house in Coventry on
Sunday afternoon and arrived within
minutes, West Midlands Police said.
The baby was treated at the scene and
rushed to hospital.

In a statement released yesterday,
detectives also confirmed the dog was
not from a dangerous breed.

The statement said: “A baby has
tragically died after being bitten by a
pet dog at a home in Coventry.”

It added that the dog “was removed
from the home on Sunday and
humanely destroyed”.

Acid attacks increase by
75pcin a year, data show

Acid attacks and threats have increased
by 75 per cent in a year with women
identified as victims in half the cases,
police figures show.

The number of offences involving
corrosives rose from 701 in 2022 to
1,244 last year, data obtained through
Freedom of Information requests
show. More than a third consisted of
physical attacks against an individual.

The remainder involved threats to
attack, carrying corrosives or where
they were used in other serious crimes,
the charity Acid Survivors Trust
International (ASTTI). Jaf Shah, the
executive director at ASTI, said that
“we are asking our leaders to take
urgent action” agains the crimes.

Users of high-strength
vapes rises tenfold

The number of vapers using high-
strength products has risen tenfold in
three years, a study has revealed.

Researchers from University College
London found a significant increase in
the proportion of vapers using
e-cigarettes containing the maximum
legal amount of nicotine.

The study found the proportion
using high-strength vapes rose from
3.8 per cent on average between July
2016 and June 2021, to 33 per cent in
January 2024.

More than half of the young adults
- 53.1 per cent - were using a high-
strength vape, compared with 3.9 per
cent before a surge in the availability of
disposable vapes.

Pleasure boat ‘may be
a factor’ in drownings

A pleasure boat may have been a
“contributory factor” in the death of
two children off Bournemouth beach,
a coroner has heard.

Joe Abbess, 17, and Sunnah Khan, 12,
drowned after they were thought to
have been caught in a riptide in Dorset
on May 31 last year.

At Bournemouth Town Hall, Dorset
coroner Rachael Griffin said an expert
report found the current was likely
“due to a change in the seabed
topography ... or possibly the wash of
the Dorset Belle”.

Dorset Police initially impounded
the pleasure cruiser but later said the
Dorset Belle was not responsible. The
inquest is set to begin on Sept 24.
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Corporation’s head of
comedy refuses to answer

when asked if he finds the
ratings champion funny

By Anita Singh ARTS AND
ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

MILLIONS of viewers laugh along with
Mrs Brown’s Boys, but it appears that the
BBC’s head of comedy is not one of
them.

Asked at a BBC comedy showcase
event whether he found the sitcom
funny and whether he would watch it if
he didn’t have to, Jon Petrie refused to
answer.

Mr Petrie declined to give a response
to the question during a Q&A session.
The journalist who asked it said: “T’ll
take that as a ‘no’, then,” to which Mr
Petrie laughed.

At the time he was sharing a stage
with Michelle de Swarte, a comedian
and actress who is starring in a forth-
coming comedy for BBC Three. She
urged Mr Petrie to avoid answering the
question, joking: “This is a trap.”

The event was held at London’s Soho

House to launch a new slate of comedy
programmes on the BBC.

They include Smoggie Queens, a sit-
com about drag queens and the
LGBTQ+ community in Middlesbrough,
and Amandaland, a spin-off from the hit
series Motherland. It is co-written by
Mr Petrie’s partner, Holly Walsh. Mr
Petrie said he had recused himself from
decision-making about the show.

Amandalandwill air later this year on
BBC One, as will Only Child, featuring
Greg McHugh as a budding author
who moves back in with his ageing,
technophobe father, played by
Rab C Nesbitt star Gregor Fisher.

David Morrissey will star in
Daddy Issues, as a divorcee so
hopeless that he is unable to
load a washing machine or
boil an egg, but

who must «

take on .. |

more &, F "

responsibil- ' S8 |

= p : ﬁjﬂkp‘ oL ]
ity when his CUhre

daughter (Aimee Lee
Wood) announces that she is
pregnant.

The new slate also features
Ludwig, acomedy crime drama

just didn't

starring David Mitchell as a man whose
identical twin goes missing. We Might
Regret This explores the life of a Cana-
dian artist and tetraplegic (Kyla Harris),
including her sexual relationship with a
straight-laced lawyer.

De Swarte writes and stars in Spent, a
sitcom about a former catwalk model
left penniless and homeless at the end
of her career.

At a different point during the event,
Mr Petrie acknowledged that Mrs

Brown’s Boys is “still getting numbers
for us”, attracting healthy ratings
along with the likes of Ghosts,

Tm glad we
tried it, it

quite do
the job we
needed it to

I

i B

P Motherland and Not Going Out.

‘ He reiterated his recent call

for writers to send in new sit-

com ideas with “great comedy
characters and a high

#J

2011, with its Christmas
and new year specials
becoming a staple of the
BBC schedules. It hit a rat-
ings high of 1lmillion in its
early years, but the figure
for the 2023 Christmas Day
episode - including viewers

Jon Petrie, above,

* 4 jokerate”. gave no response
-‘f Mrs Brown's Boys has ;hﬂgﬂske? aﬂh»nut
",/ been running since IE:‘ rown's Boys,

Mrs Brown is no laughing matter for BBC boss

who caught up over the next seven days
- was down to four million.

The show, which centres around Mrs
Brown and members of her family in
the Republic of Ireland, has also had rat-
ings success in Australia, New Zealand
and Canada but has repeatedly received
poor reviews from critics.

The show’s creator, Brendan O’Car-
roll, 68, has previously said comedy is
“very subjective”. He told the BBC:
“What some people like, other people

just detest. So I don’t take it too serious.”

The biggest BBC hit this Christmas is
expected to be the return of Gavin and
Stacey. Co-creators James Corden and
Ruth Jones are currently working on
the script. Mr Petrie said: “James and
Ruth won’t let us look at it yet. They're
really keeping it under wraps and don’t
want people to see it outside of their
very, very tight circle.”

One of last year’s high-profile
launches, Catherine Tate comedy
Queen of Oz, was cancelled after one
series. Mr Petrie said of it: “I'm really
glad we tried it, it just didn’t quite do the
job we needed it to do.”

The BBC later said that Mr Petrie had
not had a chance to answer the question
about Mrs Brown’s Boys because the
host had quickly moved on.

After being contacted by The Tele-
graph, Mr Petrie hailed Mrs Brown as “an
iconic comedy character”, and said: “Mrs
Brown’s Boys is a Bafta-winning comedy
show and one of the BBC’s most watched
comedies ever. It’s made me laugh many
times and seeing Mrs Brown's Boyslive is
an unforgettable experience. I feel very
lucky that I've had the chance to witness
it and I'm proud to have it in the BBC
comedy stable”

By Max Stephens and Alex Barton

JK ROWLING has criticised Just Stop
Oil after two of its protesters sprayed
orange powder over Stonehenge.

The pair, named by the climate activ-
ist group as Niamh Lynch, 21, and Rajan
Naidum, 73, were filmed vandalising
the stone circle, near Salisbury, with
repurposed fire extinguishers.

A person believed to be a volunteer
was seen trying to wrestle the pair away
from the monument with the help of
visitors. Wiltshire Police arrested the

activists “on suspicion of damaging the
ancient monument”.

Rowling, the Harry Potter author,
joined Rishi Sunak and Sir Keir Starmer
in condemning the group’s actions.

She wrote on X, formerly Twitter:
“Public opinion’s definitely moving,
mostly towards the conclusion that
you're funded by Big Oil”

Just Stop Oil, which is calling on the
next government to sign up to a legally
binding treaty to phase out fossil fuels
by 2030, said the substance used to
cover the stones was washable orange
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cornflour. However, Rowling derided
their tactics, commenting: “Let’s not
target anyone or anything remotely
responsible for climate change.

“Let’s attack a unique ancient monu-
ment to which everyone’s hugely
attached, incidentally endangering rare
lichen that only grows there.”

English Heritage said the incident
was “extremely upsetting”, and that it
had instructed its curators to investi-
gate the extent of the damage .

Stonehenge remained open to the
public following the vandalism. Mr

“These people do nothing
to enhance and everything
to alienate any sympathy
anyone has for their cause’

Sunak, the Prime Minister, called the
incident “a disgraceful act of vandalism
to one of the UR’s and the world’s oldest
and most important monuments”,

“Just Stop Oil should be ashamed of
their activists,” he added.

Sir Keir, the Labour leader, said that

Rowling leads criticism of Just Stop Oil after attack on Stonehenge

“Just Stop Oil are pathetic”. Thousands
of people are expected to descend on
the site today to celebrate the summer
solstice.

King Arthur Pendragon, the senior
druid and pagan priest, said he “totally”
disapproved of the Just Stop Qil protest
and that the group’s actions “alienate
any sympathy” for their cause.

Mr Pendragon, who is standing as an
independent parliamentary candidate
for the area, said: “Stonehenge is a liv-
ing, working temple at times of celebra-
tion and pilgrimage such as the summer
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solstice and, as a well-known protester
myself, I totally disapprove of such
behaviour as demonstrated by these
people who do nothing to enhance and
everything to alienate any sympathy
anyone has or had for their cause.”

A Just Stop Oil spokesman said: “Con-
tinuing to burn coal, oil and gas will
result in the death of millions. We have
to come together to defend humanity.
“Stone circles can be found in every
part of Europe showing how we’ve
always co-operated across vast dis-
tances - we're building on that legacy.”

Pensioner guilty of hiring hitman to Kill wife

By Cameron Henderson

A PENSIONER who hired a hitman to
kill his wife 43 years ago so he could
start again with a new lover has been
found guilty of plotting her murder -
but the woman with whom he was hav-
ing the affair has been cleared.

Allen Morgan, 73, was convicted yes-
terday of conspiring to murder Carol
Morgan, who was hacked to death with
an axe or machete, so he could continue
“a passionate but forbidden” love affair
with a new woman, Luton Crown Court
was told.

Morgan’s now-wife Margaret Mor-
gan, 75, who was then his illicit lover,
was found not guilty of the same charge.

Carol Morgan, who was 36 at the
time, was attacked and killed on Aug 13
1981 at a convenience store she ran with
her husband, then 31, in Linslade, near
Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire.

Her body was found by Morgan when
he returned from the cinema in Luton,
14 miles away, with her two children,
giving him a “cast-iron” alibi for the
murder, the prosecution said. At the
time, detectives believed Carol had

been the victim of a burglary that had
gone wrong, but a cold case investiga-
tion which began in 2018 uncovered a
witness who revealed that Morgan had
wanted to find a hitman to kill Carol.
Jane Bunting met Morgan a few
months before the murder. She told the
jury she was 17 at the time and was “hor-
rified” when Allen asked if her ex-boy-

Allen Morgan has
been found guilty
of conspiring to
murder. His now
wife, Margaret
Morgan, was
cleared of the
same charge

friend knew anyone who could kill. She
said: “He'd say ‘I hate Carol’, ‘I don’t want
to be married to her’, ‘I wish she'd die’”

Det Supt Carl Foster, the senior inves-
tigating officer, said: “The key in this
case has been a change in people’s alle-
giances and loyalties.”

Morgan has been remanded in cus-

tody and will be sentenced on July 31.

Boeing fault leaves astronauts marooned

By James Titcomb

TWO US astronauts will be left on the
International Space Station (ISS) for
almost two weeks longer than planned
because of faults with the Boeing space-
craft designed to return them to Earth.

Nasa said Barry “Butch” Wilmore and
Sunita Williams would not return to
Earth on the Boeing Starliner until June
26.

The vehicle has been plagued by
helium leaks and thruster problems, in
the latest setback to Boeing’s space pro-
eramme which has been beset by delays
and high costs.

The ISS mission was Boeing’s first
crewed space launch after more than a
decade of planning and two launches
that were aborted at late notice.

Mr Wilmore and Ms Williams
launched from Earth on June 5 and
arrived on the ISS on June 6. They were
meant to stay on the station for about
seven days but their return to Earth had
already been delayed until this week.

Five of the spacecraft’s thrusters
were shut down by its computers as it
neared the space station and four had to

be switched back on, while its propul-
sion system has suffered minor leaks.
The latest delay means that the pair
will be on the ISS for more than twice as
long as originally planned before the
craft returns to Earth. The craft will
land in New Mexico using parachutes.
While the faults are not critical and
problems often emerge while testing
spacecraft, officials from Nasa and Boe-

‘Given that this is a crewed
vehicle, we want to make
sure that we haven't left
any stone unturned’

ing plan to analyse the vehicle over the
coming days before starting prepara-
tions for the return journey.

The setback is the latest blow to Boe-
ing amid a safety crisis over its 737 Max
aeroplanes after a door blew off a flight
over Oregon in January. The company is
facing new scrutiny from regulators.

David Calhoun, Boeing’s outgoing
chief executive, was hounded at a US
Senate hearing on Tuesday by families

of those killed in two previous incidents
in which 737 Max jets crashed. Mr Cal-
houn apologised for their losses but
said he was “proud” of the company’s
safety record.

The ISS, which has a longer-term
crew of four American and three Rus-
sian astronauts, has months’ worth of
food supplies and the Starliner is able to
remain docked for 45 days. If the astro-
nauts’ return to Earth is delayed fur-
ther, they are likely to leave on July 2.

“I think we’re taking our extra time,
given that this is a crewed vehicle, and
we want to make sure that we haven't
left any stone unturned,” said Nasa’s
Steve Stich. “So far, we don’t see any
scenario where Starliner is not going to
be able to bring Butch and Suni home.”

Boeing’s Starliner programme is
meant to provide competition to Elon
Musk’s SpaceX, which has been used to
ferry astronauts to the ISS since 2020.
Previously, Nasa had used Rus-
sian-made spacecraft.

The company has lost more than
$1.5billion (£1.2billion) on the project to
date. It is due to complete six Nasa mis-
sions under a $5billion contract.
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‘Two-party system is dying — this vote may Kill it

Tim Stanley

IF THE Savanta and Electoral Calculus
polling proves accurate, then July 4
might be the doomsday event that
finally converts conservatives to
proportional representation.

Labour - not having cracked 50 per
cent of the popular vote - enjoys a
Soviet-style majority in the Commons;
Tories second in vote share yet almost
third in seats; Lib Dems third in vote
share yet within a whisker of forming
His Majesty’s Opposition. Reform on

nothing. For decades, Right-wingers
defended first past the post (FPTP) on
the grounds that it roots MPs in a local
polity while providing stable national
government. PR was for foreigners,
typically Italian, who like being
governed by chaotic coalitions collated
from lists.

But what FPTP was never meant to
do was create a dictatorship -and a
Labour landslide of this size amounts
to just that. Under our system, a
parliamentary majority can do
whatever it wants (see Brexit).

A Left-wing government with
barely any opposition means five
years of driving the country Left-ward
with nary a check nor a balance -
even if most of the country will have

1

LS

‘Britons are
voting like
they live
under PR,
seeking new
ideas and
fresh faces

voted against it or abstained. The

Lib Dems will say “suck it up: that’s
what we went through in the 1980s.
We got a quarter of the vote; we got a
tiny number of seats. When we
demanded PR, the Tories laughed at

But the situation is now very
different. The old SDP/Liberal Alliance
came third in the popular vote, not
second - and thus its number of seats
might have been disproportionately
low, but it reflected its failure to beat
Labour (still the dominant party of the
urban working-class).

By contrast, the present possibility
of the Conservatives/Reform together
winning almost as many votes as
Labour but taking a small/zero

number of seats is patently absurd. It’s
evidence of a constitution no longer
capable of expressing the will of the
voters - akin to being governed by a
council of bishops long after people
stopped going to church.

Here’s the fundamental problem: the
two-party system is dying, but the
constitutional framework props it up.
Only five years ago, Labour received
historically bad results; now it’s the
Conservatives’ turn. The governing
class is incompetent, weird and has
zero charisma. Being run by vicars
might actually be more compelling.

Smaller parties are emerging to
represent the young, the
disenfranchised, the discontented -
Reform, Lib Dem, Green, SNP, perhaps

Lucia Hunt, the
wife of Chancellor
Jeremy Hunt;
Akshata Murty,
wife of Prime
Minister Rishi
Sunak; Lucy
Frazer, the Culture
Secretary; and
Susie Cleverly, wife
of Home Secretary
James Cleverly, on

the campaign trail
in Fordham, Suffolk

even the Workers Party. Britons are
thus voting like they live under PR,
seeking new ideas and fresh faces that
ought to result in a kaleidoscopic
Commons. Yet they're getting results
as if they were living under the
mass-membership party system circa
1945 - a Labour landslide that wildly
exaggerates the actual level of support
for Sir Keir Starmer in the country (he’s
no Clement Attlee).

Curiously, this is the one aspect of
our system you can guarantee he won’t
fix: votes for 16 year olds, Lords reform,
yes. But why would any leader tinker
with an electoral system that hands
him Napoleonic powers even though
the public is utterly cynical about his
ability to fix anything?

Re-elect my Tory friend, he’s a
bore but he’s decent, says Geldof

By Tim Sigsworth

SIR BOB GELDOF has endorsed a Cabi-
net minister for re-election in an exple-
tive-laden video.

The Irish rock star and foreign aid
activist said he wanted to “big up”
Andrew Mitchell, the deputy foreign
secretary, because he was “a decent
person’.

But he admitted that he had “no
bloody idea” where the Conservative's
Sutton Coldfield constituency was.

“The party that Andrew Mitchell is a
member of is not important to me,” Sir
Bob said.

“What is important is that he’s a
decent person or else he wouldn’t be a
friend of mine, I guess.”

Sir Bob said he and his wife, Jeanne
Marine, were friends with the former
secretary of state for international devel-

opment and his wife, Sharon Bennett.
Mr Mitchell resigned from the interna-
tional development role in 2012 after

calling police officers “f------ plebs” for
asking him to enter Downing Street
through a side gate.

In the video, Sir Bob said the Tory MP

‘I have no bloody idea
where Sutton Coldfield is.
[t does tend to spoil the
evening. Give it a rest’

was “a laugh” and felt “a fine human
sympathy for those he was trying to
help, whether that was in Sutton Cold-
field or elsewhere in the world”.

“What we so desperately need in our
Parliament, whether again in opposi-
tion or in government, is clever, com-

mitted, capable people,” Sir Bob said.
“We have had enough of leery shysters,
buffoons and tiresome w-----s.

“We need people who can actually do
things and then get it done. Mitchell
knows how to do stuff and get it done.”

He added that it would be nice if Mr
Mitchell would “stop boring the arse off
me” over dinner about the charms of
Sutton Coldfield and its people.

“I have no bloody idea where Sutton
Coldfield is. It does tend to spoil the
evening, Andrew. Give it a rest.”

Mr Mitchell deputises for Lord Cam-
eron in the House of Commons, where
the Foreign Secretary cannot answer
questions because he is a peer.

In April, he accused peers of being
“patronising” and “bordering on rac-
ism” in their demands for an independ-
ent monitoring committee to establish
if Rwanda was safe for asylum seekers.

Voters in the home of the
Army are turning to Reform

By Amy Gibbons
POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

A DEFENCE minister has said voters in
the home of the Army are turning to
Reform UK.

Leo Docherty, a former soldier and
the Conservative candidate for Alder-
shot, said “loads” of people in the con-
stituency were supporting Nigel
Farage’s party.

In an interview with Politico, Mr
Docherty said Reform could have “a sig-
nificant impact in our national politics
in a kind of revolutionary way”.

He said he would have liked to see
Rishi Sunak go further on tax cuts and
the UK’s membership of the European
Convention on Human Rights (ECHR)
in the Conservative manifesto.

Asked whether many people in
Aldershot would be voting for Reform,

Mr Docherty told Politico: “Yes. Loads
of them.”

He said he warned them this would
play into Sir Keir Starmer’s hands, argu-
ing: “If you vote Reform, you get
Labour. Keir Starmer wants you to vote

Leo Docherty said Reform could have a
‘revolutionary’ impact on politics

Reform.” Mr Farage's party has pledged
tax cuts, including to stamp duty, inher-
itance tax and VAT, and said it would
leave the ECHR.

Asked whether he would have
wanted the Tory manifesto to include
more tax cuts or a harder line on the
ECHR, Mr Docherty said: “Personally, I
would have liked to have seen that.”

Aldershot Garrison, also known as
Aldershot Military Town, has been seen
as the home of the Army for more than
150 years. Labour won there the first
time in May as it seized Rushmoor, the
local council, from Tory control,

Mr Docherty, the Armed Forces min-
ister, is running again to be the town’s
MP on July 4, having won a near-17,000
majority in 2019. He was first elected to
represent the constituency in 2017.

He says his time in the Army made
him realise “the importance of politics™.

Our poll gives strong sense of how national trends will impact at local level

Commentary

By Chris Hopkins

THESE figures are startling for sure, but
perhaps they shouldn’t be. We've been
conditioned for so long to believe the
Conservative Party, as the natural party
of government, will always be a major
political force.

But that underestimates the almost
unique confluence of events
conspiring against them this election
- from the short campaign effects of
the D-Day gaffe and the rise of Reform
UR, to the longer-term brand
challenges going back to the mini-

Budget and partygate. Their local
election results would have been
flashing warning signs.

Our MRP projections - in
partnership with Electoral Calculus -
estimate that Labour could win 516
seats and the Conservatives be left
with just 53 MPs. Perhaps just as
remarkably, they’d be fighting it out
with the Liberal Democrats, on 50
projected seats, to be the official
Opposition. The SNP would drop
down to just eight seats. Based on
these figures, Labour would be on for
a majority of 382,

That would be historic. But this
MRP is not out of line with what
classic national voting intention

Rishi Sunak’s Richmond seat
is now ‘too close to call’

polls are saying of around a 21-point
Labour lead. That speaks to the fact the
Prime Minister is spending his time in
seats with 15,000+ Conservative
majorities.

Let’s talk about how we got to these
figures. Multi-level regression and

post stratification (MRP) is an
advanced statistical modelling
technique where we can ask voting
intention to a large scale (in this case
over 17,000) nationally

representative survey.

Using the respondents’
demographic and voting data, we can
map out how voting patterns of
people like them play out across the
country. This then allows us to
produce predicted vote shares in

each constituency and therefore a
likely winner in each seat, based

on probability. From there you add up
the overall result of the general
election.

What MRPs don’t do very well is
pick up local factors - such as the level
of resource a party puts info them, or
an incumbency factor if the MP is well

“The Tories would be
fighting it out with the
Liberal Democrats to be
the official Opposition’

thought of. But they do give a very
good sense of how national trends
could play out at a local level.

That may be part of the reason we've

ended up in a situation where Rishi
Sunak’s Richmond and Northallerton

seat is “too close to call”, as we have for
James Cleverly in Braintree. This
would be unprecedented, and
emphasises the risk of electoral
extinction that the Conservative Party
is now having to contemplate.

In our model - with fieldwork
completed between June 7-18 - Nigel
Farage doesn’t pick up Clacton, and
the Greens lose Brighton Pavilion. So,
it’s worth restating that more than 100
seats in our model have less than five
percentage points between the parties
in first and second place. In other
words, they're on a knife edge.

Things can change in campaigns.
But if you're the Conservative Party,
with postal votes dropping on
doormats, you need them to - and fast.
Chris Hopkins is political research
director at Savanta UK

STUART GRAHAM
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Conservative collapse could see a 382 seat Labour majority

Projected 2024 general election results
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Starmer’s new billionaire backers
can afford tax rises, says Sunak

By Amy Gibbons
POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

RISHI SUNAK has hit back at billion-
aires Sir Jim Ratcliffe and John
Caudwell after the two senior business
figures announced they were backing
the Labour Party.

The Prime Minister said the pair “can
probably afford Labour’s tax rises”,
unlike the “tens of millions” of people
“working really hard” who would be
stung by a fresh blow to their finances.

Sir Jim, who is the UK’s second-rich-
est man and co-owner of Manchester
United Football Club, said voters had
“had enough” of Mr Sunak’s policies.

Mr Caudwell, a lifelong Conservative
supporter and the founder of Phones4U,
branded the Prime Minister an “abso-
lute dud”.

Asked about the endorsements yes-
terday, the Prime Minister told LBC:
“They are two of Britain’s richest men,
they can probably afford Labour’s tax
rises, but for tens of millions of people

who are working really hard, they
can't.” The Tories have put tax attacks
front and centre of their campaign,
accusing Labour of wanting to increase
the burden on families by £2,000.

Sir Keir Starmer has dismissed the
figure as “garbage” and claimed Mr
Sunak had “deliberately” lied to the
British public by repeatedly peddling
the claim during a TV debate.

Mel Stride, the Work and Pensions
Secretary, earlier said it was “com-
pletely wrong” of Mr Caudwell to have
called Mr Sunak an “absolute dud”,
pointing to new figures showing infla-
tion falling back to the 2 per cent target
for the first time in nearly three years.

Sir Keir and the Labour Party have
spent months courting the business
world in a bid to win back support from
those spooked by the Jeremy Corbyn
years.

Sir Jim, who is based in Monaco, was
a prominent Brexiteer but has criticised
the Tories' handling of the UK’s exit
from the EU.

The endorsement of Sir Keir marks a
change in attitude for the entrepreneur,
who has often criticised Labour in the
past.

He said: “The Conservatives now
have had a fairly long stint and they've
put forward a whole series of prime
ministers that haven’t been terribly suc-
cessful.

“Everybody in the UK now, you can
see that the mood in the UK is ready for
a change, they've had enough.

“I've met Keir Starmer a couple of
times, I like Keir. I think he’ll do a very
sensible job.”

Mr Caudwell, who donated
£500,000 to the Conservatives ahead
of the 2019 election, said he had been
“rather despairing” at the party’s per-
formance for “many years”.

He said he had been impressed when
he attended the launch of Labour’s
manifesto last week and praised Sir Keir
for transforming the party “beyond
belief” since Mr Corbyn was replaced as
leader.

Continued from Pagel
chairman, former Cabinet minister
Damian Green, is among those
expected to lose their seats, along with
leading lights such as Ellwood,
Keegan, former justice secretary Sir
Robert and Bim Afolami, the
Economic Secretary to the Treasury.
The news for the Right of the party
is not much better. Shorn of well-
known names such as Braverman,
Dame Priti, Truss and Sir Jacob, a
Right-wing leader would need to look

to former ministers including Sir John
Whittingdale and Ranil Jayawardena
and Andrew Griffith, the current
science minister, to make up their
front bench, with Danny Kruger, Boris
Johnson’s former political secretary,
likely to be given a role.

The Savanta-Electoral Calculus poll
was carried out using the multilevel
regression and post-stratification
method (MRP), considered the gold
standard in polling. It breaks down the
likely vote share of each party in

individual constituencies, giving a far
more accurate picture of the likely
makeup of a future parliament than
simply comparing nationwide vote
shares.

Intriguingly, although it predicts
that Reform UK will get nearly four
million votes - more than the LibDems

Danny Kruger, Boris
Johnson’s former
political secretary,
may get a front

- bench role

- they will be spread too thinly to
translate into individual seats,
meaning Reform is currently expected
to return no MPs at all.

However, the Clacton seat being
fought by Nigel Farage is a tight
three-way split between the Tories,
Labour and Reform, and some of the

Reform UR would be thorny issue
for remains of Conservative Party

polling of more than 17,000 people was
done before nominations closed and
Mr Farage announced his candidacy,
meaning there is every chance that the
Reform leader could yet win election
to Parliament at the eighth time of
asking. If that were to happen, the
remains of the Conservative Party
would have a decision to make over
whether it allowed him to join its ranks
or even merge with Reform UK,
perhaps as an entirely new party, with
the Conservative brand consigned to
history.

Ms Badenoch has already said she
would not want to serve alongside him
as he wants to “destroy” the
Conservative Party. Mr Farage,
meanwhile, says he will be running for
prime minister as a Reform candidate
in 2029. Politics, though, is the art of
the possible, and both the Tories and
Reform might find, on this evidence,
that it is not possible to make progress
if they have to expend energy fighting
each other.



Thursday 20 June 2024 The Daily Telegraph

General election

Extinction? The Tories fearing wipeout

Rishi Sunak
Richmond (Yorks)

Gavin Williamson
Stone, Great Wyrley and Penkridge

Suella Braverman
Fareham

First elected
2015

2019 majori
24,331j o

Estimated swing
-23.5%

Predicted winner

Labour L

First elected
2010

2019 majority
28,250

Estimated swing
-26.7%

Predicted winner
Conservative

lain Duncan Smith
Chingford & Wood Green

First elected
1992

2019 majority
1,604

Estimated swing
-1.5%

Predicted winner
Labour

First elected
2015

2019 majority
21,276

Estimated swing
-22.5%

Predicted winner
Labour

Jacob Rees-Mogg

First elected
2010

2019 majority
16,389

Estimated swing
-14.5%

Predicted winner
Labour

Liz Truss
South West Norfolk

First elected
2010

2019 majority
24,180

Estimated swing
-25%

Predicted winner
Labour

Esther McVey
Tatton

First elected
2010

2019 majority
19,281

Estimated swing
-17.5%

Predicted winner
Labour

Grant Shapps
Welwyn Hatfield

First elected
2005

2019 majority
10,773

Estimated swing
-10.5%

Predicted winner
Labour

Rishi Sunak is among
three-quarters of Cabinet
doomed by a Labour
landslide, poll suggests

By Nick Gutteridge and Dan Martin

THREE-QUARTERS of the Cabinet are
on course to lose their seats in an elec-
tion bloodbath of senior Tories, a major
poll for The Telegraph reveals.

James Cleverly, Grant Shapps and
Penny Mordaunt are among 21 minis-
ters set for the axe as Conservative lead-
ership hopefuls are felled in a Labour
landslide.

Suella Braverman and Robert Jen-
rick, who worked together in the Home
Office, would also lose their seats
as would former prime minister Liz
Truss.

Even Rishi Sunak would not be safe,
becoming the first sitting prime minis-
ter in British history to be kicked out of
the Commons at an election.

In total, 21 of the 27 members of the
Cabinet who are standing at the election
would be ousted.

Kemi Badenoch, the Business Secre-
tary, would be the minister with the
highest profile of six survivors.

The survey, carried out by Savanta,
projects that the Conservatives will be

left with just 53 MPs, only narrowly
scraping ahead of the Liberal Demo-
crats.

Here are the biggest names predicted
to lose their seats at the general election
on July 4.

Mr Sunak whose constituency is
Richmond and Northallerton in York-
shire, would be the highest-profile
casualty of a Tory wipeout.

The only other premier who came
close to such ignominy was also a Con-
servative leader, Arthur Balfour, who
fell victim to a Liberal landslide in 1906.

He had, however, resigned as prime
minister a month before that election
after the Tories quit a decade-long coa-
lition between the two main parties.

Mr Sunak has been an MP since 2015,
taking over what was then an ultra-safe
Yorkshire seat from the retiring William
Hague, his political mentor.

His rise through the ranks has been ‘S nak
meteoric, becoming chancellor in 2020 , =
and then Britain’s youngest prime min- would be
ister since 1812 two years ago. lllE‘ ﬁ rst

He won his seat, then known as Rich- _:;.: 1w,
mond, with 64 per cent of the vote and Sll[ll:lg PMto
a 27,000 majority in 2019, though it has  be kicked
since been affected by boundary
it out of the

The warning signs were flashing red Commons
for him in May’s local elections when at an
Labour easily won the first race forthe “, . |
new North Yorkshire mayoralty. But election
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The Tory big be

Penny Mordaunt
Portsmouth North

our poll suggests that it will be Reform
UK which seals his fate, with Nigel
Farage’s party securing one in five votes
in the constituency.

Jeremy Hunt, the Chancellor, whose
constituency is Godalming and Ash,
would be the second highest-profile
casualty.

Mr Hunt is predicted to lose his seat
as the Blue Wall falls to the Liberal
Democrats. He has also served as for-
eign secretary, health secretary and cul-
ture secretary since first being elected
as an MP in 2005.

His constituency has also been
affected by boundary changes which
have seen his new seat incorporate
more Liberal Democrat neighbour-
hoods.

Mr Hunt won the seat, then South
West Surrey, with a 8,800 majority at
the last election, making it a top priority
target for Sir Ed Davey’s party.

The Liberal Democrats have talked
about unseating the Chancellor, who is
one of the Tories’ most recognisable fig-
ures, as their “Portillo moment” of
2024

Ms Mordaunt, the Leader of the Com-
mons, whose constituency is Ports-
mouth North, has been heavily tipped
as a future Tory leadership contender,
but on current polling she will no
longer be an MP after the election.

The Commons Leader, a centrist, has

First elected
2010

2019 majority
15,780

Estimated swing
-17%

Predicted winner
Labour

represented the Conservatives in two
recent TV debates and is seen as one of
their best public performers.

She shot to particular prominence
last year after playing a starring cere-
monial role at the Coronation which
included wielding a giant sword.

A former Navy reservist who comes
from a military family, she has repre-
sented Portsmouth North since 2010
and currently holds a 15,800 majority.

But a combination of a surge in sup-
port for Labour and a sizeable swing
to Reform, which is polling on 18 per
cent, means she is set to heavily lose the
seat.

Mr Shapps, the Defence Secretary,
whose constituency is Welwyn Hat-
field, is a veteran of successive Tory
governments, having served in six Cab-
inet roles under four different prime
ministers over the past 14 years.

He was previously transport secre-
tary under Boris Johnson, Tory chair-
man under David Cameron and home
secretary during Ms Truss’s tenure.

Considered one of the Government’s
best communicators, he has also been
touted internally as one of the future
successors to Mr Sunak as the Tory
party leader.

Mr Shapps first won his Hertford-
shire seat in 2005 and achieved a high
point majority 0of 17,500 in 2010, though
it has since declined to 11,000.

asts edicted to lose

Jeremy

Hunt would

be the
second
casualty, as
Blue Wall
falls to the
Lib Dems’

His is one of a number of commuter
belt seats where families moving out of
London post-pandemic has contributed
to a surge in Labour support.

James Cleverly, the Foreign Secre-
tary, has the constituency of Braintree.
His seat in the Tory heartlands of Essex
has been considered one of the safest
around, only once falling to Labour dur-
ing the Blair years.

As such, the Foreign Secretary would
be one of the shock scalps of the elec-
tion, with Sir Keir Starmer’s party hav-
ing to overturn his enormous 25,000
majority.

In doing so, it would also claim the
political future of yet another potential
future leader, with Mr Cleverly having
been heavily tipped for a run at the Tory
Crown.

He is one of the party’s biggest beasts,
having served as both education secre-
tary and Conservative chairman under
Mr Johnson's stewardship.

Mr Cleverly is yet another senior
Tory who looks destined to fall victim to
Reform’s success, with the party claim-
ing more than one in five votes in his
seat.

Liz Truss, the former prime minister,
whose constituency is South West Nor-
folk, is best known for her six-week
stint as premier in 2022, which ended in
disaster following the fallout from her
tax-cutting mini-budget.
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Michael Fabricant
Lichfield

Therese Coffey
Suffolk Coastal

Tobias Ellwood
Bournemouth East

Priti Patel
Witham

Jeremy Hunt
Godalming & Ash

First elected
1992

2019 majority
22,609

Estimated swing
-21.5%

Predicted winner
Labour

First elected
2010

2019 majority
18,355

Estimated swing
-17.5%

Predicted winner
Labour

First elected
2015

2019 majority
8817

Estimated swing
-9%

Predicted winner
Labour

First elected
2010

2019 majority
25,669

Estimated swing
-24.5%

Predicted winner
Labour

Robert Jenrick
Newark

First elected
2014

2019 majority
21,697

Estimated swing
-19.5%

Predicted winner
Labour

Kemi Badenoch
North West Essex

First elected
2017

2019 majority
27,594

Estimated swing
-24.2%

Predicted winner
Conservative

She was succeeded by Mr Sunak in
No 10, but has continued to vociferously
make the case for a more Right-wing
economic approach from the back-
benches.

Also a former foreign secretary and
international trade secretary, she has
held her previously super-safe Norfolk
constituency since the 2010 election.

She held on to the seat with a huge
26,200 majority five years ago, but is
now set to lose out to Labour thanks
once again to a massive swing to
Reform.

Mr Farage’s party is set to secure
almost a quarter of the vote, making Ms
Truss one of the most high-profile vic-
tims of a Conservative meltdown.

Mrs Braverman, the former home
secretary, whose constituency is Fare-
ham and Waterlooville, is one of the
most prominent figures on the right of
the Tories and has been strongly tipped
to run for the leadership post-election.

She has been one of the most strident
critics of the Prime Minister and has
also openly courted Mr Farage, who she
has said should be welcomed into the
party.

Previously the home secretary, she
resigned last November and accused
the Prime Minister of a “betrayal” over
his promise to stop the boats.

Her seat, which she won as Fareham
with a 26,100 majority, has been heavily
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affected by boundary changes that have
made it a four-way fight.

Labour, Reform and the Liberal Dem-
ocrats are all projected to experience a
surge in support, slashing her previous
64 per cent vote share by more than
half.

Sir Jacob Rees-Mogg, the former
business secretary, whose constituency
is North East Somerset and Hanham, is
another stalwart of the Right, serving as
business secretary under Ms Truss and
Brexit opportunities minister under Mr
Johnson.

A traditional low-tax Conservative,
he is one of the party’s most recognisa-
ble figures and was a key figure in the
Vote Leave campaign for Brexit.

His North East Somerset seat, which
he won with a 14,700 majority over
Labour in 2019, has been abolished as
part of the boundary review.

It has been replaced with a new con-
stituency including Hanham, a suburb

of Bristol, which is set to heavily tip it in
Labour’s favour this time round.

Sir Iain Duncan Smith, the former
Conservative leader, has the constitu-
ency of Chingford and Woodford
Green.

Sir Iain, an arch-Eurosceptic who led
the Tories between 2001 and 2003 and
then served as work and pensions sec-
retary under Lord Cameron, was always
expected to have a hard task in keeping

James Cleverly
Braintree

First elected
2015

2019 majority
25,466

Estimated swing
-24.5%

Predicted winner
Labour

James
Cleverly,
one of the
party’s
biggest
beasts, is set
to fall victim
to Reform’s
success

First elected
2005

2019 majority
10,720

Estimated swing
-9.5%

Predicted winner
Lib Dems

Gillian Kee
Chichester

Robert Buckland
South Swindon

First elected
2017

2019 majority
21,490

Estimated swing
-23.6%

Predicted winner
Labour

First elected
2010

2019 majority
6,625

Estimated swing
-19.8%

Predicted winner
Labour

his seat. His constituency, on the edge
of London, has been getting more and
more Labour at every election thanks to
demographic change.

Last month he was facing a hard-Left
candidate for the seat, but she was
removed by the Labour leadership, giv-
ing him an even harder climb.

The poll suggests Sir Iain could be
swept aside, with more than half of vot-
ers choosing his Labour rival.

Dame Priti Patel, the former home
secretary, whose constituency is
Witham, is seen as a potential leader-
ship candidate in the event of an
expected Tory defeat.

But, according to this MRP poll, the
Right-wing firebrand may not be on the
ballot.

So sweeping is Labour’s victory
across the country expected to be that
even such safe seats like this in rural
Essex could tumble to Sir Keir.

Labour’s victory would only be mar-
ginal but it could see Dame Priti being
the Michael Portillo of the 2024 elec-
tion.

Robert Jenrick, the former immigra-
tion minister, whose constituency is
Newark, had seen himself as a future
leadership contender, positioning
himself on the Right and even getting
himself a makeover - losing weight and

sporting a new buzz cut.
He first won Newark for the Tories in

a by-election in 2013 - a sign that the
coalition of which his party was a mem-
ber was still popular - and was soon
picked for ministerial glory.

That popularity seems now to have
come to an end, with his vote slumping
to second place, just ahead of Reform
which, like him, wants to leave the
European Convention on Human
Rights.

Esther McVey, the common sense
minister, holds the constituency of Tat-
ton.

The former children’s television pre-
senter looks set to lose what was for-
merly seen as the safest Tory seat in the
north.

Tatton was the seat of former chan-
cellor George Osborne, and before him
the independent Martin Bell repre-
sented the seat after the other parties
withdrew in order to oust expenses
cheat Neil Hamilton.

In 2019, Ms McVey had a majority of
more than 17,000.

However, this time, she is set to lose
it as her voters massively swing to
Labour.

When Tobias Ellwood, the former
chair of the defence select committee,
whose constituency is Bournemouth
East, was first elected to Parliament,
this Loughborough-educated Tory
won in this constituency with 45 per
cent of the vote.

‘hemi
Badenoch,
the Business
Secretary,
would be
the highest
profile of six
SUrvivors

The Cabinet
AREA WINNER NAME POSITION FIRST KEEPING
ELECTED SEAT
Banbury Labour Victoria Prentis Attorney General 2015 No
Braintree Labour James Cleverly Home 2015 No
Devon Central Labour Mel Stride Work & Pensions 2010 No
Dorset Mid and Poole North Lib Dems Johnny Mercer Veterans 2015 No
Ely and East Cambridgeshire Lib Dems Lucy Frazer Culture 2015 No
Forest of Dean Labour Mark Harper Transport 2005 No
Godalming and Ash Lib Dems Jeremy Hunt Chancellor 2005 No
Hertsmere Labour Oliver Dowden Deputy Prime Minister 2015 No
Louth and Horncastle Labour Victoria Atkins Health 2015 No
Portsmouth North Labour Penny Mordaunt Leader of Commons 2010 No
Richmond and Northallerton Labour Rishi Sunak Prime Minister 2015 No
Salisbury Labour John Glen Paymaster General 2010 No
Tatton Labour Esther McVey No portfolio 2017 No
Welwyn Hatfield Labour Grant Shapps Defence 2005 No
Carmarthen Plaid Cymru Simon Hart Chief Whip 2010 No
Monmouthshire Labour David TC Davies Wales 2005 No
Essex North West Conservatives Kemi Badenoch Business 2017 Yes
Melksham and Devizes Conservatives Michelle Donelan Science 2015 Yes
Sevenoaks Conservatives Laura Trott Chief Sec to Treasury 2019 Yes
Surrey East Conservatives Claire Courtinho Energy 2019 Yes
Tonbridge Conservatives Tom Tugendhat Security 2015 Yes

seats in general election bloodbath

That is not going to happen again,
and he will be lucky to get a quarter of
the vote this time.

It brings an end to a parliamentary
career replete with gaffes, such as
appearing to praise the Taliban and
attending a Christmas party during
Covid restrictions.

Therese Coffey, the former deputy
prime minister, holds the constituency
of Suffolk Coastal.

Britain’s shortest-lived deputy prime
minister - she only had the role for Ms
Truss’s 49 days in Downing Street - also
looks set to lose her seat.

During her time in the Commons, Ms
Coffey served as environment secre-
tary, health secretary and work and
pensions secretary.

Sir Michael Fabricant, the former
vice-chairman of the Conservative
Party, holds the constituency of Lich-
field.

The flamboyant former economist
was elected to Parliament in 1992, tak-
ing back a seat which Labour had won
in a by-election.

He quickly became a colourful pres-
ence on the green benches, and once
called for a pact with the Eurosceptic
Ukip party.

Now, he is set to lose his seat to
Labour, with the Reform party’s huge
20 per cent share of the vote standing
between him and victory.



B xrhkE

Thursday 20 June 2024 The Daily Telegraph

General election

Fly-tippers will clean up mess, says Cooper

Reforms to penalty notice
system would give councils
powers to track and punish
littering offenders

By Charles Hymas
HOME AFFAIRS EDITOR

FLY-TIPPERS will be forced to clean up
their own rubbish under a reformed
penalty notice system introduced by a
Labour government, the shadow home
and environment secretaries
announced yesterday.

Local councils would be required to
track down the offenders and given
new powers to add clean-up orders to
offenders’ fixed penalties in an attempt
to curb the 1.1 million fly-tipping
offences logged each year.

The moves are part of a community
payback strategy that would also give
victims of anti-social behaviour a say in
the type of punishments that should be
handed out to offenders such as clear-
ing up fly tips, graffiti or litter.

Yvette Cooper, the shadow home sec-
retary, and Steve Reed, the shadow
environment secretary, set out their
rural crime strategy in an interview
with The Telegraph after travelling to
Cornwall as part of an attempt to win
over voters beyond the party’s tradi-
tional urban heartlands. Ms Cooper

said: “We have to identify the fly-tippers
and issue them not just with penalties
but a requirement to clean it up.”

Mr Reed said fly-tipping was one of
the most common issues raised by farm-
ers forced to pay thousands of pounds
to clear up dumped rubbish on their
land. He said white goods such as
fridges had unique identifiers and
household rubbish bags could contain
clues to track down the culprits.

“You can’t track them all down but
you can track enough for it to act as a
deterrent to people that want to do
this,” he said. “There are real concerns
about this and the Government’s done
nothing about it. They just treat it as a
low level crime with no consequences.”

Labour is proposing community pay-
back panels that would include victims
of anti-social behaviour who would
have the power to decide how perpetra-
tors are punished whether in urban or

rural areas, oversee the community
sentences and make sure offenders
completed their unpaid work.

“People feel abandoned and if they
were able to influence the criminal jus-
tice system more, they would get more
confidence it’s doing the things that will
tackle offending and the causes,” said
Mr Reed.

He also pledged to introduce new
legislation giving police powers to seize
dogs suspected of attacks on livestock
and to take their canine DNA. These

DALE CHERRY
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could then be matched with saliva sam-
ples from dead animals collected by
farmers using new forensic test-kits
being trialled in 10 police forces.

For farmers plagued by thefts of agri-
cultural equipment, Ms Cooper said
Labour would introduce legislation that
would require manufacturers to put
immobilisers into expensive GPS units
targeted by criminals in an effort to
deter the thefts.

The GPS units can cost more than
£10,000 but have become a staple for
farm planning, field mapping, soil sam-
pling, crop scouting and guiding trac-
tors.

The same approach could be adopted
to tackle phone theft. Ms Cooper hinted
the phone manufacturers could be

Yvette Cooper
announced a
number of rural
policies during
avisitto
Fentongollan
Farm, near Truro,
Cornwall

forced by regulation to introduce tech-
nical fixes such as immobilisers and
improved location tracking to stem the
surge in thefts if they failed to do so vol-
untarily.

At this stage, we would have serious
meetings and try to work with the
mobile phone manufacturers in order
to do this but we will look at wider
measures,” she said.

“This is the kind of crime where there
are usually hardly ever any conse-
quences at all, where the proportion of
crime solved is really low, where the
proportion of crimes being charged is
tiny. This is consequence-free crime
and that is a total disgrace.”

The centrepiece of Labour’s crime
plan is 13,000 more neighbourhood
police officers, PCSOs and special con-
stables so all communities have anamed
officer to contact. Increased patrols in
rural areas will be allied to hotspot
policing, where officers blitz areas with

‘People feel

;?;Liﬁfl behaviour or street crime Ell?ﬂl"ldﬁl'lﬁd.
Ms Cooper said the expansion of [f they were

neighbourhood policing would be one able [}j}

of her first two priorities if she becomes |

Home Secretary. influence
She said: “The first step in the crime the system,

mission is to have increased neighbour-
hood police, a crackdown on anti-social
behaviour and setting up yvouth hubs
across the country as well to tackle the
kind of town centre crime and anti-so-

they would
get more
confidence’

cial behaviour that does mean getting
police back on the beat.”

The other would be the creation of
the new border security command link-
ing MI5, Border Force, the National
Crime Agency (NCA) and police with
new powers to treat people smugglers
like terrorists in an effort to stem the
Channel crossings.

She was speaking at the 2,500-acre
Fentongollan Farm, near Truro, which
has been run by farmer James Hosk-
ing’s family since 1883 and produces
vegetable plants from seed for growers,
daffodils and sheep.

“Our ask,” said Mr Hosking, “is to
keep the seasonal agricultural workers
scheme going. It works and without
that labour, you are not going to be eat-
ing cauliflowers next winter.”

He employs between 20 and 60 for-
eign workers at any one time in the
picking seasons, drawn from eight
nations from Kazakhstan to Uzbekistan.

Ms Cooper accepted it was a distinct
scheme but said companies in shortage
occupations would have to abide by
employment laws and train domestic
workers to do the jobs before they
would be allowed to recruit abroad.

“Employers who want to recruit from
abroad will need to abide by those strat-
egies. What we want is for companies to
be training and tackling recruitment
issues here in the UK. And that’s not
happening at the moment,” she said.

United front
Sir Keir
Starmer joins
Gary Neville,
football pundit
and former
Manchester
United star, for
the party’s
latest election
broadcast, in
the Langdale
Valley in the
Lake District,
where the
Labour leader
spent his
holidays as a
child.
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Labour’s ‘first
time buyer tax’

would cost up
to £11,500

By Nick Gutteridge
CHIEF POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

LABOUR plans to hit young couples
with a first time buyers’ tax of up to
£11,000, Michael Gove has claimed.

The Housing Secretary said the oppo-
sition would leave people trying to get
on the property ladder worse off by
refusing to match a Tory stamp duty
cut. Labour dismissed the claims as
“baseless mudslinging” that “reeks of
desperation”.

Mr Gove’s warning came as Rachel
Reeves was forced to row back on
remarks by Sir Keir Starmer over who is
at risk of tax rises under a Labour gov-
ernment. The property price threshold
at which stamp duty kicks in for first
time buyers was temporarily raised by
Liz Truss from £300,000 to £425,000.

In their manifesto the Tories have
pledged to make the higher rate perma-
nent whilst Labour has not, meaning it
would revert to £300,000 next April.

Conservative analysis claimed that
reinstating the original threshold would
cost 200,000 first time buyers an extra
£3,500 in tax on average. For some peo-
ple getting on the ladder the bill could
be as high as £11,250, it added.

Mr Gove said: “Labour’s unfunded
spending commitments mean they will
raise taxes for every working household
by £2,094. That includes hammering
hundreds of thousands of first-time
buyers with a massive stamp duty
increase from next April, as well as
plans to hit savings with a suite of taxes
that will erode the money for a deposit.”

Laura Trott, the Chief Financial Sec-
retary to the Treasury, warned that
under Labour “instead of a helping
hand you will get a stamping foot”.

Writing for The Telegraph, she said:
“Getting people to own their own home
has never been a priority for Labour,
and it never will be.”

Labour said it would help first time
buyers by building more homes,
introducing a permanent low deposit
mortgage scheme and giving young
families first dibs on new builds.

“Over 14 years, the Tories have com-
pletely failed on housing, and home
ownership has become a pipe dream for
most working families,” a party spokes-
man said.

“Rishi Sunak has himself admitted it
has become ‘harder’ to own a home
under his government and no amount
of baseless mudslinging can alter that
fact. Labour will turn the page on this
Conservative chaos.”

Muslim entrepreneur gives Reform biggest donation

By Gordon Rayner
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

A MUSLIM entrepreneur has donated
hundreds of thousands of pounds to
Reform UK, saying migrants who came
to Britain legally are dismayed that “we
have lost control of our borders”.

Zia Yusuf, who co-founded the
luxury concierge app Velocity Black
before selling it last year for
£233million, believes Nigel Farage
alone has the policies to heal the
“broken” country.

Mr Yusuf's donation to Reform,
the biggest of the election campaign so
far, is a major coup for a party that
faces regular accusations of racism
from its critics.

It is also a blow to the Conservatives,
as the entrepreneur is a former member
of the Tory Party but now believes
that the party is unable to make the
“hard decisions”.

The 37-year-old, whose parents came
to Britain from Sri Lanka in the 1980s
and forged careers in the NHS, said the
“vast majority of Muslims” in the
country were patriots who believed net
migration was too high.

He told The Telegraph: “My parents

came here legally. When I talk to my
friends, they are as affronted as anyone
by illegal Channel crossings, which are
an affront to all hard-working British
people but not least the migrants who
played by the rules and came legally.

“I think Britain can be an amazing
country, it’s the country of Dyson and
DeepMind, but we have completely lost
control of our borders, that is just
factually correct.”

Mr Yusuf claimed net migration was
at 50,000 when his parents arrived in
Britain, which made assimilation easier.

“Last year it was 650,000 and that’s
causing the NHS to buckle under
pressure, despite us spending more
than we have ever spent on it. We are
also not building enough homes to cope
with the growing population.”

Mr Yusuf was born in Scotland and
when his parents moved to the south of
England, he won a 50 per cent
scholarship to attend the fee-paying
Hampton School in Middlesex.

After working for the investment
bank Goldman Sachs, he took a gamble
by quitting his highly paid job to set up
a business with Alex Macdonald, an old
school friend.

He says they worked seven days a

week, without holidays, for years to
build Velocity Black, an invitation-only
travel and events app for the rich
and famous.

With pop stars Rita Ora and
Ellie Goulding among clients, the
company does everything from
booking flights to securing Wimbledon
centre court tickets.

Last year the pair sold the business _s

to Capital One, the American
credit card and banking giant,
netting more than £30million
each for their shares in the
business.

Mr Yusuf's life story
has distinct parallels
with another son of
migrants with roots
in the Indian
subcontinent:
Rishi Sunak.

Both have
parents who came
to Britain and
worked in the
health service,

Zia Yusufisa
former Tory
Party member

both went to top private schools thanks
to sacrifices made by their parents, both
worked for Goldman Sachs and both
left to set up their own businesses.

It is no wonder that Mr Yusuf became
a member of the Conservative Party,
but he now feels let down by Mr Sunak
and his team.

He believes the Prime Minister has
failed to show the sort of
leadership that the country
needs, and does not think Sir
Keir Starmer will be able to

do so either.
“I have paid millions
in taxes, created
hundreds of jobs,”
he said.

“I know how
important it is to
make hard
decisions in a
timely fashion
and that is

not what I
see from the
Conservatives.
“These are
incredibly
challenging times
and whether it’s

house prices or rental prices or the
NHS, we need courageous, bold
politicians who are able to confront
these problems and look them in the
eye, and Nigel Farage and Richard Tice
are the only ones prepared to talk about
this.”

Mr Yusuf, who is single and lives in
Surrey, is still deciding what he wants to
do next in life after selling his business,
but is passionate about the need to

‘We need courageous, bold
politicians who are able to
confront these problems
and look them in the eye’

defend and promote British values
across all parts of society.

He said: “I love Britain and I'm a
patriot, a British Muslim patriot, which
I believe the vast majority of Muslimsin
the UK are.

“I was profoundly moved by the
D-Day commemorations and I'm hugely
grateful for the people who laid down
their lives - hundreds of thousands of
whom were Muslims.

“British values are worth defending

and I find it concerning how few people
are prepared to defend them.

“Equality under the law, freedom of
expression, freedom of religion,
love of the family, hard work,
complaining about the weather - these
are British values and they are
incredibly important to me and my
Muslim friends.”

He has no time for people who
dismiss Reform’s policies as racist.

“l] am a businessman, an
entrepreneur, and I have come across
racism and Islamophobia so I know
what it looks like,” he said.

“Having spent time with Nigel
Farage, it’s clear to me that he wants the
best for Britain and its people, no matter
their religion or skin colour.

“No one is more aware than I am of
the contribution immigrants can make.

“My parents came here 40 years
ago and they travelled all over the
country to find work and advance
their careers,

Mr Farage said: “I met Zia many years
ago and know how devoted to this
country he is. Aside from
his generosity, he will be a great asset
and media performer during this
campaign and beyond.”
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Sunak protection
oflicer arrested for
general election bet

Gambling Commission
alerts Metropolitan Police
to betting activity by a
member of PM’s team

By Martin Evans CRIME EDITOR

A POLICE officer working in Rishi
Sunak’s close protection team has been
arrested as part of an investigation into
bets placed on the date of the general
election.

The Metropolitan Police was con-
tacted by the Gambling Commission
last Friday and informed it was looking
into the activities of a member of Scot-
land Yard’s Royalty and Specialist Pro-
tection (RaSP) command.

The police constable, who has not
been named, was immediately removed
from operational duties.

On Monday, the officer was further
arrested on suspicion of committing
misconduct in public office.

He was questioned before being
bailed and the matter was also referred
to the Independent Office for Police
Conduct (I0OPC). The Met’s Royalty and
Specialist Protection command is an
armed unit which protects members of
the Royal family, leading politicians and
VIPs.

Many of its members have been with
the unit for years and have developed
good working relationships with the
people they protect. It is regarded as
one of Scotland Yard's elite units, with
members required to show the utmost

professionalism and integrity. The news
of an officer being arrested will rock the
tight knit command which has been
working flat out protecting politicians
during the general election campaign.

Earlier this year, The Telegraph
revealed that the unit is facing a loom-
ing resources crisis with more than 60
members expected to leave next June
when a Met retention scheme comes to
an end.

Highly-experienced officers who
were eligible for retirement have been
allowed to remain in their posts while
receiving their salary and pension.

But the scheme is ending next sum-
mer meaning that many of its most

‘Rishi Sunak must call a
Cabinet Oflice inquiry into
what is shaping to be yet
another scandal’

experienced officers will leave.

A Scotland Yard spokesman said: “We
can confirm that on Friday, June 14 the
Met was contacted by the Gambling
Commission. The matter was immedi-
ately referred to officers in the Met’s
Directorate of Professional Standards,
who opened an investigation, and the
officer was also removed from opera-
tional duties.

“The officer was subsequently
arrested on Monday, June 17 on suspi-
cion of misconduct in public office. He
was taken into custody and bailed pend-
ing further enquiries. The matter has

Galloway calls for vote
on future of monarchy

By Fiona Parker

GEORGE GALLOWAY has called fora
referendum on the future of the monar-
chy and said Princess Anne should be
president if it is abolished.

The leader of the Workers Party of
Britain made the tongue-in-cheek
remark as he launched his party’s man-
ifesto yesterday, which includes a call
for voters to say whether they think the
monarchy should be abolished.

When asked by The Telegraph how
Mr Galloway felt about raising the issue
while the King and Princess of Wales
undergo cancer treatment, Mr Gallo-
way said: “Our issue is with unelected
power ... it’s why we oppose monarchy
- nothing personal.

“I happen to know Princess Anne
and I'd have backed her for president of
Britain any day, an outstanding
woman.”

The 34-page manifesto contained
pledges including the eradication
of nuclear weapons, a ban on
career politicians from the
House of Lords and the
option to retire at the age
of 60.

In a chapter entitled
“Democratic Reform”, the
brochure read: “Our
demand is that the Brit-
ish people be given a
Workers Party leader

would put himself
forward to run the realm

say in the future of the monarchy, and
that a referendum be held to decide
this.

“We do not seek to set down the pre-
cise question, nor propose an ideal form
of change to the existing constitution,
let that be informed by rational public
debate”.

Speaking to journalists at the mani-
festo launch in Manchester, Mr Gallo-
way, 69, went on to add that there was
“lots that is wrong with the monarchi-
cal system in Britain”, even if the Royal
family were “paragons of Olympian vir-
tue and strength”.

He added: “It is a Ruritanian absurd-
ity that the first-born to the existing
monarch will automatically become the
head of your state.

“Only an infantilised people could
possibly regard that in 2024 as a suita-
ble way to run a realm.”

The former Labour and Respect
Party MP also said there were
“many alternatives that are pos-
sible” and that this was why

the idea had been “treated”

in the way it was in the
manifesto.

Jokingly, he said:
“There could be an
indirect election for the
head of state, there
could be a direct
election for the

head of state - in
which case I declare
my candidature.”

Galloway shows Farage who'ss
Britain's answer to Trump

Sketch

By Madeline Grant

DIVA that he is, George Galloway
arrived late for his own manifesto
launch. “Stuck in traffic” was the official
line, inviting us to imagine hordes of
beeping jeeps which used to greet his
erstwhile pals Gaddafi and Saddam. I
suspect he was putting on his make-up.

“We're the name no one likes to
mention,” the fluffer in charge of
buying time for Gorgeous George told
journalists when referring to the
party’s lack of a polling breakthrough,
“but we are making waves on the
ground.” Maybe he’s right; there’s one
thing that really terrifies us journos
and that’s a mixed metaphor.

Finally the star of the show arrived:
dressed in his trademark vanity-
reducing hat and a tie that someone
had to adjust for him. He looked,
ironically, a little like a rabbi. He stood
in front of a banner that said
“Workers”, a PowerPoint which had
been formatted by someone who
couldn’t read or at least didn’t want
anyone else to read the information on
it, and a broken radiator.

Those who say Nigel Farage is the
UK’s Donald Trump are wrong.
Likelihood of winning aside, it’s
actually Galloway. Certainly, there is
exquisite Trumpian absurdism in
choosing the ninth floor of a swanky
hotel in Manchester’s gay district to
launch a manifesto deliberately

designed to appeal to disaffected
socially conservative Muslim voters.

Of that manifesto, he said it was, “a
very beautiful document, a very
meaningful document” - Trumpian
syntax in a Scottish drawl. He then
launched into an extended rant about
the narcissism of small differences,
about Winston Churchill, about Jim
Callaghan, about spirits, about, for
some reason, Dutch prime minister
Mark Rutte. About, it seemed, literally
anything that came into his head.

Even Mr Galloway’s private life is
Trumpian; involving six children and
four marriages (compared with the
Donald’s five and three). If the style was
Trumpian, the substance was harder to
pin down, veering as it did between
Novara Media and the Telegraph leader
page. He wanted a referendum on net
zero, recognition for families in the tax
system, but also nuclear disarmament
and a referendum on the monarchy. By
far his biggest beef was with Reform
UR, who are evidently cannibalising
Workers Party support. Mr Galloway
was particularly incensed by his
non-inclusion in the TV debates
between deputy leaders “the seven
dwarves” as he called them. The
Workers Party had more elected
politicians within its ranks, he
bellowed, “so why didn't I even make
the dwarf speech?!”

MAGA George was on aroll; Joe
Biden was “a senile dementia patient
who can’t control his bodily functions”.
Unlike Donald Trump, Galloway is
unlikely to be anywhere near power
after our election. Expect a Scottish-
accented round of “stop the steal” at a
leisure centre near you.

also been referred to the Independent
Office for Police Conduct. The Gam-
bling Commission continues to lead the
investigation into the alleged betting
offences, and our investigation is run-
ning in parallel to that.”

The development comes after Craig
Williams, a senior aide of the Prime
Minister, reportedly bet £100 on the
date of the election just before it was
called. Mr Williams placed a bet on the
general election being held in July just
three days before the announcement
was made, according to The Guardian.

Last night, Laura Saunders, a Tory
candidate standing in Bristol North
West, was reported by the BBC to be
under investigation by the Gambling
Commission.

A Conservative spokesman said: “We
have been contacted by the Gambling
Commission about a small number of
individuals. As the Gambling Commis-
sion is an independent body, it wouldn’t
be proper to comment further, until any
process is concluded.” Ms Saunders was
contacted for comment.

The reporting has not been disputed
by Mr Williams, who admitted that he
had a “flutter” on the election a few
weeks ago. He has since apologised for
a “huge error of judgment”.

The Gambling Commission is under-
stood to have sent Mr Sunak a letter
about an inquiry into the “flutter”.

Daisy Cooper, the deputy leader of
the Liberal Democrats, said that “Rishi
Sunak must call a Cabinet Office inquiry
into what is shaping up to be yet another
scandal”.

4 ; .. -H' F.:_-fl_ I r -,_ %:"fﬁﬂ ! I;
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Party penple Emll}f Maitlis of Channel 4, Kay Burley of Sky News

and Mishal Husain, the BBC broadcaster, feature in the August issue
of Tatler magazine as they prepare to lead coverage of the election.
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Prince Andrew
‘to bequeath
Windsor home
to daughters’

ByIndia McTaggart
ROYAL CORRESPONDENT

THE Duke of York plans to bequeath the
lease of his Windsor home to his two
daughters after his death, it has been
reported.

Prince Andrew, 64, may leave the rest
of the 75-year lease agreement on Royal
Lodge to Princesses Beatrice and Euge-
nie, according to the Daily Mail.

The King, who is said to be losing
patience with his younger brother, has
reportedly threatened to withdraw
funds of more than £4million a year
which allows Prince Andrew to keep
living in the 30-bedroom home in
Windsor Great Park which has exten-
sive maintenance requirements.

The terms of the Duke’s 75-year lease
agreement with the Crown Estate,
which was signed in 2003 and runs out
in 2079, states he must “renew, uphold,
clean and keep in repair and where nec-
essary rebuild” the home.

The King, 75, has made clear that he is
not willing to continue to fund his
brother’s lifestyle at the 93-acre prop-
erty, which the Duke shares with his
ex-wife Sarah, Duchess of York.

It is understood that the Duke would
prefer to leave the home to the Duchess,
but the lease specifies it can only be
passed to his children or his widow.

The King has reportedly told his
younger brother, who was forced to
step down as a working royal over his
association with the late convicted sex
offender Jeffrey Epstein, to vacate the
property and downsize to nearby Frog-
more Cottage - previously the home of
the Duke and Duchess of Sussex.

However, Andrew has been reluctant
to vacate the property.

Buckingham Palace has declined to
comment.

JAMESWHATLING

Catching up Prince William chats to Carole Middleton on the second day of Royal Ascot - her first public appearance since their daughter,
the Princess of Wales, shared her cancer diagnosis in March. Zara and Mike Tindall were also in attendance along with Princesses Beatrice and Eugenie.

Gordonstoun a ‘dreadfully abusive school

Pupils were exposed

to ‘sexual, physical and
emotional abuse’ at King’s
alma mater, report finds

By Daniel Sanderson
SCOTTISH CORRESPONDENT

THE King's former school was a “dread-
fully abusive” and “extremely violent”
place which turned a blind eye to pae-
dophile teachers, an inquiry has found.

In areport, children boarding at Gor-
donstoun in Moray, Scotland, where a

succession of British royals were edu-
cated, were found to have been
“exposed to the risk of sexual, physical
and emotional abuse for decades”.

Lady Smith, who is chairing the Scot-
tish child abuse inquiry, said examples
of abuse included the repeated rape of a
boy by an exchange teacher and multi-
ple indecent assaults by other staff.

She also uncovered evidence of ram-
pant racism and grooming, amid a “code
of silence” between pupils, with the sit-
uation only improving in the 1990s.

Gordonstoun, which has tried to
shake off a reputation for bullying after
the King was said to have dubbed it

“Colditz in kilts”, described the verdict
as “upsetting and shocking” and issued
an apology to those abused in its care.

Abuse was also rife at Aberlour
House, Gordonstoun’s prep school,
Lady Smith concluded after hearing
evidence from dozens of former pupils
and staff across both establishments,

The late Prince Philip was one of the
first pupils at Gordonstoun, set up by
Kurt Hahn, a German educationalist in
1934. Other royals who were educated
there include Prince Edward, Prince
Andrew and Zara Tindall.

Earlier this year, the King accepted a
patronage at the school while the Prin-
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cess Royal served in the honorary role
of warden.

Lady Smith said that complaints
mainly related to the 1970s to the early
1990s. The King was educated at the
school between 1962 and 1967. “I have
no difficulty in finding that children
were abused at Gordonstoun and Aber-
lour in a variety of ways over a long
period of time,” she said.

She said a “dreadfully abusive and
extremely violent culture was allowed
to take root” with bullying and cruel
initiation rituals common. “Abuse was
also perpetrated by staff,” she added.
“There was failure of governance with

no interest in child protection or pasto-
ral care until the 1990s.”

Lady Smith said Andrew Keir, a phys-
ics teacher between 1983 and 1994, was
a “predatory paedophile” who
“eroomed boys”. When complaints
reached Michael, the headmaster in
1989, he failed to take appropriate
action, meaning Keir continued to
abuse pupils until the end of 1991.

Six other teachers sexually abused
boys between the 1960s and 1990s, the
report said. After girls were allowed to
attend the school in 1972, it was “not
unusual” for them to begin sexual rela-
tionships with older boys as a means of

gaining protection. Ms Kerr issued an
open letter, co-authored with David
White, the chair of governors, in which
they offered a “heartfelt and sincere
apology to all those who suffered at the
school.”

She added: “[The] report is upsetting,
and it is shocking to read of the abuse
that children in the past experienced
and the enduring impact on their lives
30, 40 or even 50 years later.

“Since reports of historic abuse came
to our attention in 2013, we have taken
a proactive approach, addressing mat-
ters openly and offering whatever sup-
port possible.”

Al opens conversations between
Holocaust survivors and pupils

By Dorjee Wangmo and Poppy Wood

ARTIFICIAL intelligence will allow stu-
dents to have “lifelike” conversations
with Holocaust survivors in a new initi-
ative being rolled out across UK schools.

The Holocaust Educational Trust has
“immortalised” survivors of the geno-
cide by capturing their stories to be
taught to pupils virtually.

The charity said it comes amid grow-
ing anti-Semitism in the UK and when
the number of remaining Holocaust
survivors is dwindling. Four people
who lived through the event have
offered their stories to become 3D “talk-
ing portraits” that will “extend their leg-
acies beyond their lifetimes”,

Using virtual reality (VR) headsets
and speech-to-text search technology,
students will be able to ask up to 1,000
potential questions and receive survi-
vors’ actual recorded answers. Pupils
will also be able to explore key sites
related to the survivors’ testimony, such
as concentration camps or ghettos
where they were imprisoned.

They include Manfred Golberg, 94,
who survived the Stutthof concentra-
tion camp, a death march and the Riga
Ghetto in Latvia under the Nazis.

While he isused to going into schools
to teach children about his experience
of the Holocaust, Mr Goldberg spent
five days being filmed within a green

HOLOCAUST EDUCATIONAL TRUST

_—

Students can explore testimony from survivors of concentration camps and ghettos

screen rig to produce the new pro-
gramme, which he described as
“magic”. “Never during those dark days
of the Holocaust did I ever imagine that
one day I would see myself, and my
story, immortalised in this way,” he said.

“If this is my legacy, it will be a truly
remarkable one.”

Karen Pollock, chief of the Holocaust
Education Trust, said the new Testi-
mony 360 programme would “revolu-
tionise” how young people learn about
the Holocaust. “With the threat of
anti-Semitism reaching levels not seen

since the liberations of the camps, this
programme could not be more vital.”

The Holocaust is currently the only
historical event which is compulsory
within the history curriculum in Eng-
land, and pupils are usually taught the
subject from Year 9.

More than six million Jewish men,
women and children and millions of
others were killed by the Nazi regime
and during the Second World War.

The new scheme from the Holocaust
Educational Trust will be open to all
schools in Britain from September.

Police inquiry into rammed calf ruled out

By Connor Stringer SENIOR REPORTER

THE police watchdog will not investi-
gate Surrey Police after an officer was
filmed ploughing a vehicle into a
10-month-old calf.

The Independent Office for Police
Conduct (I0OPC) admitted that an inves-
tigation into “whether the methods
used to contain the cow were appropri-
ate” was needed but that the matter was
for the force’s professional standards

department to probe.

It comes amid a row over the force
used by the officers, in the capture of
the calf named Beau Lucy in a residen-
tial street in Feltham, west London.

The 10-month-old calf escaped from
common grazing land in Staines on Fri-
day evening and was reportedly charg-
ing around a residential area.

The officer, who was driving the
police vehicle used to ram the calf, was
removed from front-line duties on Sun-
day amid widespread anger over the use

of force. An IOPC spokesman said: “We
received two complaint referrals from
Surrey Police on 17 June in relation to
the actions and decision-making by
officers from the force while trying to
detain a cow in Feltham on 14 June.
“Footage of the cow being struck by a
police car was shared widely on social
media and we have examined this along
with footage and audio provided by the
force from the officers’ body-worn vid-
eos. They show the animal ramming a
police car, charging at members of the
public and posing a risk to road users.
“After careful consideration, we have
decided that an investigation is required
into whether the methods used to con-
tain the cow were appropriate and pro-
portionate in these circumstances, and
whether the officers upheld police
standards of professional behaviour
throughout the incident, including
their communication with members of
the public who were present. However,
we do not consider the investigation

needs to be undertaken by the IOPC so
it will be for Surrey’s professional stand-
ards department to take it forward.

“If the complainants are unhappy
with the outcome of the investigation
they will have a right of review to the
I0PC, providing a level of independent
oversight.”

Surrey Police insisted officers had
spent several hours trying to catch the
animal before the decision was made to
run it down using a car to keep the pub-
lic safe. But when footage of the inci-
dent emerged, James Cleverly,
the Home Secretary, demanded an
“urgent explanation” from the force,
describing the response as “unneces-
sarily heavy-handed” while Chris Pack-
ham, the wildlife TV presenter,
described those responsible as “mon-
sters” and suggested they should be
“investigated and prosecuted”.

The calf suffered a gash to its leg but
is recovering after being treated by a
vet.
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Gentle strolls
an eflective
treatment
for back pain

Data show half-hour walks
five times a week provides
low-cost and accessible
relief for sufferers

By Joe Pinkstone
SCIENCE CORRESPONDENT

PEOPLE suffering with back pain
should go for a gentle stroll five times a
week to improve their condition, doc-
tors have found.

A half-hour walk five times a week
was found to keep those suffering
non-specific lower-back issues pain-
free for longer.

In a study of about 700 people with
sore backs in Australia, half were left to
their own devices and the other half
instructed to go for a walk five times a
week, alongside physiotherapy sessions
and professional support.

Data show that the walkers went
more than 200 days without having an
attack that left them incapacitated by
pain. The control group had attacks
after just 112 days, the study found.

Scientists from Macquarie University
in Sydney led the research, which is the
first time a controlled study has been
done specifically looking at the benefit
of walking as a treatment for a bad back.

Prof Mark Hancock, the professor of
physiotherapy at Macquarie University,
said: “Walking is a low-cost, widely
accessible and simple exercise that
almost anyone can engage in, regardless
of geographic location, age or
socio-economic status.”

About 800 million people around the
world have low back pain, and seven in
10 who recover from an episode have
flare-ups within a year.

Back-pain management and preven-
tion involves a combination of exercise,
therapy and, in some cases, surgery. But
researchers said some forms of exercise
are not accessible or affordable, and
often need supervision.

“The intervention group had fewer
occurrences of activity limiting pain
compared to the control group, and a
longer average period before they had a
recurrence, with a median of 208 days
compared to 112 days,” Prof Hancock
said. “We don’t know exactly why walk-

ing is so good for preventing back pain,
but it is likely to include the combina-
tion of the gentle oscillatory move-
ments, loading and strengthening the
spinal structures and muscles, relaxa-
tion and stress relief, and release of
‘feel-good’ endorphins.

“And, of course, we also know that
walking comes with many other health
benefits, including cardiovascular
health, bone density, healthy weight,
and improved mental health.” Dr Nata-
sha Pocovi, a researcher at Macquarie
University, said: “It not only improved
people’s quality of life, but it reduced
their need both to seek healthcare sup-
port and the amount of time taken off
work by approximately half.

“Our study has shown that this effec-
tive and accessible means of exercise
has the potential to be successfully
implemented at a much larger scale
than other forms of exercise.”

Commenting on the study, Prof
Kamila Hawthorne, chairman of the
Royal College of GPs, said: “Back pain

"Walking is a low-cost,
widely accessible and
simple exercise that almost
anyone can engage in

affects millions of patients, and can
have a serious impact on their quality of
life - in some cases to the extent they
struggle to carry out everyday tasks
without pain.

“We always welcome research into a
condition that can be so debilitating,
and it’s important this is taken on board
as clinical guidance is developed and
updated. This study backs up what we
already know - that walking, even in
small amounts, can be helpful for back
pain.

“We also know it can have other ben-
efits. For example, for people’s mental
health and wellbeing, which is often
impacted for those living with pain.

“As such, GPs will encourage patients
with back pain to take moderate exer-
cise, where appropriate and in line with
clinical guidelines, but we know that
for some patients this won’t be possible,
or will be very difficult.”

The study is published in The Lancet.
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Look what you made me do Taylor Swift delighted fans by speaking Welsh during her Eras tour show in Cardiff on
Tuesday. “Shwmae, croeso i daith Eras,” Swift told the crowd, which means, hello, welcome to the Eras Tour, in English.

British boy, 8, tear-gassed by
French police during protests

By Alex Barton

AN EIGHT-YEAR-OLD British boy was
tear-gassed by French police while on a
family holiday in Paris.

Lawrence Austin was left screaming
in pain after police threw tear gas canis-
ters into a crowd in the French capital
on May 27.

Radia Austin, 46, the boy’s mother,
said her family had been near to a
pro-Palestine protest while walking
towards their accommodation during
their half term holiday.

Mrs Austin, Lawrence and his father
Paul Austin, 45, were returning to their
apartment when one of the canisters
landed at the boy’s feet.

Despite approaching the police for
help they were told to “wash his eyes”.

Two weeks on, she said Lawrence is
still struggling with throbbing pain in
his eyes and is having to see a specialist.

Mrs Austin, from Betchworth, Sur-
rey, said: “It was scary and traumatic -
we felt our eyes burning and it was hard
to breathe but my biggest concern was
my little one.

“We just had to cross the road to get
to our apartment but as we were cross-
ing we heard boom sounds and next
thing the gas came out.

“Before you know it you can’t breathe
and your eyes are burning, people start

shouting and my son started screaming.
“All I did was walk back to the police

v,

Lawrence Austin still has problems with
his eyes and nightmares, his mother said

and said, ‘Help us please, my son is in
agony, but he just stared at us and didn’t
help me. Since then he has had a lot of
shouty nightmares at night and keeps
asking why the police did this to him.”
The mother of one added: “We were
walking, holding hands, behind a bar-
rier on the touristy side where people
were walking, not on the main road
closed off for demonstrators. [When
they threw the canisters| there were
fumes and gas, it was like a scene of war,
it was surreal. We couldn’t reach the flat
even though it was such a short dis-
tance - I didn’t know how my son was,
he was in tears and shouting in pain
because his eyes were hurting. My son
cried all night and the tear gas carried

on, I said I was going downstairs but it
was impossible to go outside to eat or
drink because the tear gas just carried
on.”

She said police continued to use tear
gas on demonstrators throughout the
evening.

“When we came back home, he still
has some problems with his eye - it
could be hay fever but the medicine is
not working so we’ve booked an
appointment with a specialist,” Mrs
Austin added.

Since Hamas’s attacks on Israel on
Oct 7 tens of thousands of people have
marched through Paris calling for an
end to what they say is Israel’s genocide
of Palestinians.

It comes despite a ban on them by
Gérald Darmanin, the French interior
minister. The protests have been largely
peaceful, but there have been some out-
breaks of violence.

In one instance, in September, hun-
dreds of hooded people wearing black
smashed the windows of a bank branch
and threw objects at a police car stuck
in traffic.

Paris police said the car was attacked
with a crowbar and that anti-riot
officers were forced to intervene.

In May, police fired tear gas shells at
demonstrators attempting to reach the
Israeli Embassy.

French police were contacted by The
Telegraph for comment.

Migrant Channel crossings hit daily high

By Charles Hymas
HOME AFFAIRS EDITOR

MORE than 800 migrants crossed the
Channel on Tuesday, the highest daily
total for 18 months, Home Office figures
show.

A total of 882 people reached the UR
in 15 vessels this year, bringing the
number to 12,313 - the highest figure at
this point of the year since the first small
boats started crossing six years ago.

The number was the highest since
November 2022 when 947 people
arrived in the UK after crossing the
Channel, and surpassed 872 arrivals on
Sept 2 last year.

The total is 18 per cent higher than
this time last year when 10,472 crossings
were recorded, and up 5 per cent on the
figure at this stage in 2022, which was
11,690.

Last year, 29,437 migrants arrived in
the UK, down 36 per cent on a record

45,774 1n 2022. Since 2018, 126,658 peo-
ple have arrived in the UK after crossing
the Channel.

A total of 81,677 people have made the
journey since the Government struck
the stalled deal to send migrants to
Rwanda in April 2022.

382

The number of migrants who reached the
UK in 15 boats on Tuesday, bringing the
total so far this year to 12,313

With immigration a key campaign
battleground, 2,431 migrants have
crossed the Channel since Rishi Sunak
made the ballot call on May 22.

The tally of crossings since Mr Sunak,
who pledged to “stop the boats”, became
prime minister in October that year

stands at 49,376. Stephen Rinnock,
Labour’s immigration minister, said:
“Far from stopping the boats, Rishi
Sunak is presiding over the worst year
our country has ever seen for Channel
crossings, with an arrivals total yester-
day [Tuesday] higher than any day in
the last 18 months.

“While he has focused all his efforts
on trying to get 300 migrants sent to
Rwanda, 40 times that many
people have crossed the Channel
already this year, the trafficking
gangs have got ever richer and the
amount the Government is spending on
hotels for asylum seekers remains stuck
at £8 million a day.

“The Labour Party has a comprehen-
sive plan to smash the gangs”

The Government has promised to
“stop the small boats”, but made clear
that does not mean there will be zero
crossings. Mr Sunak has not defined any
set targets.
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Putin and kim ‘deepen’ their military ties

Autocratic leaders
‘upgrade friendship’ with
hugs and gifts in heavily
orchestrated state visit

By James Kilner

VLADIMIR PUTIN has driven Kim
Jong-un around in a “Russian Rolls
Royce” after signing a military pactina
Soviet-style meeting of dictators.

Videos released by Russian media
showed Putin climbing into the driver’s
seat of the black Aurus limousine that
he gave to the North Korean leader.

He then beckoned Kim to join him in
the front, before pulling off for a drive
along roads that past the manicured
lawns of the Kumsusan state residence
in Pyongyang, the North Korean capital.

Footage showed Kim smiling and
pointing at the dashboard while the
Russian president gesticulated as he
drove. Earlier, the leaders held two
hours of talks at Kim’s residence before
signing the military agreement that
positions Russia and North Korea at the
centre of an anti-West axis.

The new Russia-North Korea “com-
prehensive strategic agreement”
upgrades a “friendship” deal he had
signed with Kim’s dictator father in

2002.

Putin said the “breakthrough docu-
ment... provides for the provision of
mutual assistance in the event of
aggression against one of the parties to
this agreement”.

It was not clear what kind of assis-
tance the deal involves.

The pact came in the middle of a care-
fully choreographed state visit with
strong echos of Soviet history.

Indeed, Kim said Moscow and Pyong-
yang’s “fiery friendship” is now even
closer than during Soviet times.

This was Putin’s first visit to North
Korea since 2000, a trip that highlights
the importance he places on North
Korea as an ally against the United
States.

Putin flew into Pyongyang before
dawn yesterday after an eight-hour
flight from Moscow, six time zones
behind North Korea.

The 71-year-old looked weary listen-
ing to translations during the talks. One
video caught him playing with a micro-
phone and momentarily closing his
eyes, his head drooping slightly.

At their meeting, Putin thanked Kim
for sending weapons to Russia and con-
firmed that the Kremlin was supplying =
technical support to North Korea, § :
which Western analysts have said is £
used to accelerate their spy satellite and
ballistic missile programmes.

“We highly appreciate your consist-
ent and unwavering support for Rus-
sian policy, including in the Ukrainian &
direction,” said Putin.

North Korea has become a vital arms
supplier for the Kremlin since Kim vis-
ited Russia last year, sending 5 million
artillery shells and dozens of missiles to
bolster the forces against Ukraine.
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Viadimir Putin and
Kim Jong-un were
driven around the
main square in
Pyongyang ina

Kim had greeted Putin earlier in the :f:lr:ztrated ciate
day in central Pyongyvang on a red car- visit, the North
pet laid out in front of thousands of Korea’s first visit
cheering school children. The heavily froman

international
leader since Xi
Jinping in 1999

orchestrated greeting was held in a
square ringed by heavy Soviet-style
buildings and adorned with Russian
and North Korean flags and portraits of
the two men.

A slogan emblazoned across one of
the buildings said: “North Korean-Rus-
sian friendship will be eternal.” The two
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men shook hands and hugged as as a
brass military band played.

Putin took a high-powered delegation
to Pyongyang, including five government
ministers and several officials charged
with running logistics for his war in
Ukraine. Footage showed them lining up
as the Russian president introduced them
briefly to Kim, who shook their handsand
looked at them indifferently.

Kim and Putin then stood as the band
started up again, dozens of soldiers
goose-stepped past in a swift military
parade and the school children released
colourful balloons into the air.

Other videos showed rows of North
Korean generals obediently clapping
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and waving flags, with the two leaders
standing in the back of an open-topped
Mercedes limousine lapping up the
applause. Later, Kim gifted the Russian
leader with various paintings of the
Russian leader, while Putin gave the
North Korean leader a tea set, an admi-
ral’s dagger and the Aurus limousine.

Russia started producing the Aurus
car in 2018 as its answer to the Rolls

Royce. Each has a retail price of around
£250,000 and only 115 have reportedly
been sold.

Putin then headed to a gala concert
with Kim where he received thunder-
ous applause from unsmiling grey-
suited North Korean bureaucrats and

teenagers all dressed in red t-shirts and
red baseball caps.

Russian journalists reported they
were flown to North Korea 12 hours
ahead of the meeting and given a tour of
Pyongyang as it prepared for Putin’s
arrival. They were told that 400 por-
traits of Putin had been hung around
the city to commemorate the first visit
by an international leader since Xi Jin-
ping, the president of China, visited in
2019.

When a Russian journalist asked why
there were no people on the streets, one
of the North Korean minders replied:
“It’s just very hot.” The journalists also
reported they were told to “write that

"We highly
appreciate
your
consistent
and
unwavering
support for
Russian
policy,
including
in Ukraine’

North Korea is a normal country” and
that “America controls the internet”.

Putin is due to dine with Kim at a
state banquet and listen to a concert
before heading to Communist-run Viet-
nam for a two-day visit, which will
focus on “trade and economic, scien-
tific, technological and humanitarian
areas”.

It will be Putin’s fifth overseas trip
since he won a presidential election in
March, highlighting his emphasis on
building up international relations to
bolster Russia’s position around its war
in Ukraine.

Con Coughlin: Page 15

Trains, space and war: Inside the lonely bromance of the dictators

Analysis

By Roland Oliphant
SENIOR FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

IT IS easy to ridicule. Once a member
of the G8, Vladimir Putin is now
reduced to making state visits to Kim
Jong-un, the eccentric dictator of a
hermit state shunned by all but his
Chinese patrons.

The pair resemble a “lonely
bromance”, quipped Dmytro Kuleba,
the Ukrainian foreign minister.

But behind the scenes, Western
diplomats - and spies - will not be
laughing as they try to figure out how
this friendship will impact security in
Europe and the Pacific. Special
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attention will focus on the contents of
the “comprehensive strategic
partnership”, which Putin says
includes a mutual defence clause.

Kim said it is “strictly peace-loving
and defensive” in nature.

But North Korea is already sending
Russia shells and missiles.

Could the “defence” clause be used
as an excuse to expand that role? Could 2
it even result in North Korean troops
fighting on the front line in Ukraine?

That may sound far-fetched, but we
know Russia is already recruiting
foreign fighters to replace heavy losses
on the battlefield.

Does “strategic partnership” imply
Russian assistance with North Korea’s
nuclear weapons programme?

There has been talk of assistance in
“space” technology - a term that in the r . e
Cold War often served as a euphemism = S
for intercontinental ballistic missiles.

——

.
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Vladimir Putin took Kim Jong-un out for a drive in a ‘Russian Rolls Royce’

Either move could have serious
implications in Ukraine and
dramatically alter the delicate balance
of force on the Korean peninsula.

But if we have learnt anything over
the past few years, it is that anything is
possible.

South Korea has already publicly
warned Putin not to go too far in
wooing Kim. Then there is the
question of the Tumen river.

For much of its length, the Tumen
marks the border between North
Korea and China. But for the last 15
miles before it reaches the sea, it lies
between North Korea and Russia. A
rusty railway bridge across it marks
their only direct border crossing.

When Putin met Xi Jinping in May,
they agreed to look at ways to open
that stretch of river to Chinese
shipping. It would be a big job,
probably involving dredging and

widening the river, and raising or
entirely demolishing the bridge.

But if Putin and Kim give the green
light, they could give China its first
outlet to the Sea of Japan since Russia
seized Vladivostok in the 1860s.

That has obvious security
implications: Japanese media are
already pondering how Tokyo’s
already stretched naval forces would
respond to China’s very assertive coast
guard appearing in yet another part of
the western Pacific.

That feeds into a larger question
about the balance of power in East
Asia.

Russia has for decades resisted
Chinese requests to open that last
stretch of river, wary of surrendering
control of its border to Beijing.

If it goes ahead, it will further
confirm Putin’s dependence on
president Xi.

Cultleader who forced followers to
pull out teeth and eat faeces is jailed

By Sarah Newey in Bangkok

A CULT leader who forced her follow-
ers to eat human faeces and pull out
each other’s teeth with pliers as punish-
ment has been jailed for 10 years.

Woo May Hoe convinced about 30
people that she was a deity, while sub-
jecting the group to physical abuse and
defrauding them of more than $10 mil-
lion (£7.8 million).

In a “reign of terror” that began in
2012, Woo forced members of the group
to call her “lord” and told them they had
to clear their “bad karma” by making
regular payments to Sri Sakthi Narayani
Amma, a spiritual leader in India.

Many of her followers were seeking
cures for themselves or their relatives,
so fervently followed the teachings, a
court in Singapore was told.

Woo claimed the funds she collected
were to be used to buy cows or build

‘Her actions  schools and temples. She also made fol-
lowers take out loans and buy her
have houses, flats and cars as “a form of wor-
shattered ship”. Anyone who disobeyed her
' .« orders was punished severely.
the lives In one instance, a woman was forced
f her to jump from the second floor of a build-
Ol el \
followers ing and fractured both her ankles.
OHOWCTS, Woo, a paranoid schizophrenic, also
Cﬂuging stabbed people with scissors and beat
lisal 1 ., them with canes and paintbrushes.
a1sdDl1 ll}' Some were forced to quit their jobs
to some’ and about a third were told to move in

with her to act as her full-time servants.

She was arrested when some follow-
ers complained to the police in 2020.
She was jailed yesterday after admitting
charges including fraud and assault.

Prosecutors said: “The accused’s
actions have shattered the lives of her
followers, leaving them in dire financial
circumstances and causing permanent
physical disability to some.”

US politician’s bizarre water
torture against her rival

By Benedict Smith US REPORTER

A US politician has been caught pouring
water into a colleague’s bag in a cam-
paign of “torment” that reportedly
lasted months.

Mary Morrissey, 67, has since apolo-
gised for her “unbecoming” behaviour
and admitted to targeting Jim Carroll
for five months. Ms Morrissey and Mr
Carroll have known each other since
childhood, and are both members of
Vermont’s House of Representatives,
representing Bennington town.

Ms Morissey has not said why she
started drenching Mr Carroll’s bag and
it’s not clear if they have had a prior fall-
ing out. Mr Carroll, 62, said his bag had
been drenched a couple of times a week
in January, increasing to almost every
day in February. “It was torment,” he
said. Suspecting it was Ms Morrissey, he
set up a secret camera in April behind a

scarf in the cloakroom. On two occa-
sions, it captured Ms Morrissey pouring
a glass of water into the bag.

On Monday, Ms Morrissey, who has
been a Vermont representative since
1997, said she was “truly ashamed” of
her actions. “It was conduct most unbe-
coming of my position as a representa-
tive and as a human being, and is not
reflective of my 28 years of service and
civility,” she told lawmakers. She admit-
ted her behaviour was “disrespectful”
and said she had apologised to Mr Car-
roll privately. Mr Carroll said: “Each
time, she didn't choose to either drop it
or come to me and say, ‘I'm sorry, I
screwed up’... And for that I'm really
sorry and sad.”

A former colleague of both wrote in
the Manchester Journal: “What the
heck has gotten into Mary Morrissey?”

Ms Morrissey has been approached
for comment by The Telegraph.
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Hundreds die
on pilgrimage
to Meccain
searing heat

By Jorg Luyken

HUNDREDS of people have died on pil-
grimage to Mecca, as temperatures in
the Saudi Arabian desert soared above
50C (122F).

More than 550 people have now been
confirmed dead after this year’s six-day
Hajj pilgrimage - a religious duty for
many Muslims - took place under a blis-
tering Gulf sun.

Among the casualties were 232 Egyp-
tians, more than 60 Jordanians and a
number of Tunisians, officials have said.
Deaths have also been reported among
pilgrims from Iran and Senegal.

Saudi authorities said they had made
efforts to reduce the impact of the heat
by setting up air conditioned tents and
painting some streets white to reflect
more sunlight.

However, the strength of this year’s
sun was too overwhelming for many.
Witnesses described seeing bodies
lying on the roadside and emergency
services overwhelmed by the number
of people in distress.

On Sunday alone 2,000 pilgrims
were treated for heat stroke amid unu-
sually high temperatures.

The problem appears to have been
exacerbated by the arrival of huge num-
bers of unregistered visitors who were
not allowed access to the rest stations.

The Egyptian death toll was “abso-
lutely” boosted by a large number of
unregistered Egyptian pilgrims, one
diplomat said.

“The pilgrims went without food,
water, or air conditioning for a long
time and died because they had no place
to take shelter,” he added.

About 1.8 million people took part in
the pilgrimage to Mecca this year.

Stampedes, tent fires and other acci-
dents have caused hundreds of deaths
during the Hajj in the past 30 years.

VATICAN MEDIAGETTY

Blessing The Pope greets children during his weekly general audience in St Peter’s Square. He also met a group honouring a late Vatican envoy to Beijing,
prompting the Pope to call for prayers for the “beloved Chinese people”. The Pope has made it a mission to ease relations with the communist state.

Filipino sailor loses thumb in China clash

Attack by ‘axe-wielding’
coast guards is the latest
violent dispute over sea
territory in south-east Asia

By Jorg Luyken

CHINESE coast guards wielded axes
and knives in a clash that resulted in a
Filipino soldier losing his thumb in the
South China Sea.

The Filipino sailor suffered the injury
after what its military described as

“intentional-high speed ramming” by
the Chinese Coast Guard.

It is the latest outbreak of violence
amid heightening tensions over who
owns the disputed seas. China claims 90
per cent of the sea as its own sovereign
territory but Taiwan and other south-
east Asian countries contest that. Both
China and the Philippines have accused
each other of taking provocative action
that infringes on their territory

Monday'’s clash occurred when Chi-
nese boats blocked an attempt to resup-
ply a Filipino outpost with food. The
Second Thomas Shoal, a submerged

reef in the Spratly Islands, is part of a
territory claimed by several nations.

The Philippines say the shoal falls
within its internationally recognized
exclusive economic zone often citing a
2016 international arbitration ruling
invalidating China’s expansive South
China Sea claims based on historical
grounds.

China, meanwhile, also lays claim to
it and says the soldiers didn’t move out
of the way when ordered. The coast

guard seized two inflatable boats from

the sailors before confiscating weapons
that were on board. Pictures released by

US cancels meeting with Israel
over withholding arms ‘stunt’

By Nicola Smith in Jerusalem

THE White House has reportedly called
off a high-level meeting with Israel on
Iran after Benjamin Netanyahu publicly
accused Washington of withholding
arms deliveries.

The Israeli prime minister lashed out
at his ally in a video, saying it was
“inconceivable” that Washington was
withholding weapons and ammunition
at a time of war.

The White House expressed surprise
at his statement, which came just a week
after Antony Blinken, the US secretary of
state, had offered assurances on the arms
supplies issue to the Israeli prime minis-
ter during a visit to Jerusalem.

Karine Jean-Pierre, the White House
press secretary, said: “We genuinely do
not know what he is talking about.”

A White House official told The Times
of Israel: “As we said in the briefing yes-
terday, we have no idea what the prime
minister is talking about, but that’s not
areason for rescheduling a meeting.

“We have been working to find a time
to schedule the next SDG that accounts
for the travel and availability of princi-

pals, but have not yet fully finalised the
details so nothing has been cancelled.”

A US official told Axios: “This deci-
sion makes it clear that there are conse-
quences for pulling such stunts.”

Mr Blinken earlier said that one ship-
ment of 2,000-pound bombs was still
under review, but everything else was
“moving as it normally would”. A senior
Israeli official also told Axios: “The
Americans are fuming. Bibi’s [Mr Net-
anyahu’s] video made a lot of damage.”

Washington’s annoyance at his public
criticisms is said to have been conveyed
by Amos Hochstein, an envoy sent to the
region this week by Joe Biden, the US
president, to try to avert a major conflict
on Israel’s northern border with Leba-
non. Thousands of rockets, anti-tank
missiles and explosive drones have been
fired into Israel by Lebanon-based Hez-
bollah since the Oct 7 attacks, prompting
the Israel Defence Forces (IDF) to retali-
ate with strikes against the terror group’s
commanders.

A recent escalation in the intensity
and firepower of the cross-border hos-
tilities has triggered fears of the conflict
tipping into a regional war.

On Tuesday, Israel warned Hezbollah
of the consequences of an “all-out war”
after the group released a nine-minute
video.

Israel Katz, Israel’s foreign minister,
said: “We are very close to the moment
of decision to change the rules of engage-
ment with Hezbollah and Lebanon. In an
all-out war, Hezbollah will be destroyed
and Lebanon will be severely damaged.”

Maj Gen Ori Gordin, the head of the
IDF’s Northern Command, and Maj Gen
Oded Basiuk, the head of the Operations
Directorate, also revealed that they had
approved Lebanon battle plans.

Israel has said it will not tolerate a sit-
uation where tens of thousands of peo-
ple have been forced to abandon their
homes in the north under daily bom-
bardment. A similar number have fled
on the Lebanese side of the border.

Hezbollah has said it will attack
the north as long as the war in Gaza con-
tinues.

Yesterday, a senior IDF commander
operating in Rafah, southern Gaza, told
Israel’s public broadcaster Kan he
believed the ground manoeuvres there
would be concluded within a month.

Macron accused of ‘crass transphobia’

By Vivian Song in Paris

EMMANUEL MACRON has been
accused of being transphobic after lash-
ing out at the election manifesto of a
new Left-wing coalition.

Attacking the pledges of the New
Popular Front, the French president
denounced its proposals allowing peo-
ple to legally change their gender
before a town hall official as “com-
pletely ludicrous”.

Mélanie Vogel, a Green senator said:
“Macron is wallowing in crass trans-
phobia.”

Jean-Luc Mélenchon, the leader of
the far-Left France Unbowed party, was
also quick to criticise the president,
calling his comments “outrageous”.

“The president is unaware of the
amount of suffering involved for those
concerned,” he said.

“Other countries have understood
that people must be allowed to come to
terms with themselves officially and be
recognised as such.”

Mr Macron’s off-the-cuff remark also
provoked indignation from members of
his own party.

Clément Beaune, a former transport
minister, said: “For trans people, for

CHRISTOPHE ENA/AP

LGBT people, for everyone ... we must
reject any stigma in political discourse
and advance rights.”

During an impromptu conversation
with French media on Tuesday, Mr
Macron said he did not regret calling
the snap election with weeks to go
before the start of the Paris Olympics.

“I did not do this lightly. This is one of
the most difficult decisions I have made
in seven years.

“It’s not a solitary decision,” Mr
Macron said. The 46-year-old president

Emmanuel Macron
has been asked to
reflect on his latest
remarks

also admitted being deeply disap-
pointed by the European elections in
which the far-Right National Rally
trounced his liberal and centrist Renais-
sance party.

“I understood the message of the
defeat of the Europeans and I've drawn
the consequences,” Mr Macron said.

“If the French trust us again, things
won't be the same as before. We'll have
to be even more open about the sub-
stance of the measures, as well as the
way we govern.”

the Philippine army show Chinese coast
guards threateningly wielding axes,
pikes and knives.

One boat can be seen deflated with a
long slash in its side. The communica-
tions system and windscreen of the
other are smashed, the photos show.

Gilberto Teodoro Jr, Philippine
defence secretary, said his country
would resist “China’s dangerous and
reckless behaviour”, which “contra-
venes their statements of good faith and
decency”

“We will exert our utmost in order to
fulfil our sworn mandate to protect our

territorial integrity, sovereignty, and
sovereign rights,” Mr Teodoro said.

After the incident, the US warned
that Beijing was engaged in “dangerous
actions that threatened regional peace
and stability.”

Washington affirmed its commit-
ment to a mutual defence pact with
Manila which “extends to armed attacks
on Philippine armed forces, public ves-
sels, or aircraft - including those of its
coast guard - anywhere in the South
China Sea”, said Matthew Miller, the
State department spokesman. The inci-
dents have led to fears that the US may

be dragged into a war in the region to
defend its ally. Antony Blinken, the US
Secretary of State, called Enrique
Manalo, the Philippine Foreign Secre-
tary, following Monday’s incident to
discuss China’s “dangerous and irre-
sponsible actions”.

In April, the Philippines accused Chi-
na’s coast guard of harassment and of
damaging two of its boats.

Its task force said a coast guard ship
and a fisheries vessel were damaged by
water cannons used by Chinese coast
guard ships, as the vessels headed to
Scarborough shoal.
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Are we really
ooing to drug
children not
to be so fat?

JEMIMA LEWIS

n 1904, the brusquely

named Interdepartmental

Committee on Physical
Deterioration published a
damning report on the
health of the British nation.
The recent Boer War, it was
generally agreed, could have
been won much more
quickly if Britain’s soldiers
hadn’t been shockingly small
and weak compared with the
Dutch settlers they were
fighting in South Africa.
Indeed, the Army had been
forced to turn away up to 60
per cent of would-be recruits
because they were in such
poor physical condition.

The committee identified
various factors behind this
national enfeeblement,
including industrial
pollution, alcoholism and the
“incurable laziness” of the
British housewife - but
above all, diet. The working
classes were living off tea,
white bread and jam, and this
was stunting their children.
In 1904, boys at public
schools were five inches (or
12.7cm) taller than those at
free schools for the poor.

More than a century on,
plus ca change. A report by
the Food Foundation has
warned that Britain’s
children are once again
shrinking because of bad
food. The average height of a
five-year-old in this country,
which had risen steadily
until 2013, is now on a steep
downward trajectory. Our
five-year-olds are among the
shortest in the developed
world - 7cm smaller than
their Dutch peers.

The cheap, ultra-
processed food that makes
up around 60 per cent of the
British diet has the
paradoxical quality that it
can make you both
undernourished and
overweight. Childhood
obesity has increased by
30 per cent since 2006, with
one in five now obese by the
time they leave primary
school. Cases of Type 2
diabetes among the young
have increased by 22 per cent
in just five years.

Childhood ill-health on
this scale is creating (along
with much personal
suffering) a fiscal tsunami.

Around 80 per cent of obese
teenagers will remain obese
for the rest of their life,
massively increasing their
susceptibility to heart
disease, cancer, diabetes,
muscular-skeletal problems
and even depression. All of
which then has to be treated
by our overstretched health
services. And of course, ill
people can’'t work, so that
means ever-declining
productivity and tax
receipts. We will keep
getting sicker, and less able
to afford this sickness.

Successive governments
have stood on the
metaphorical beach
watching this incoming
disaster grow bigger and
closer, and done nothing.
They are afraid to intervene
in our malfunctioning food
system, in case they are
accused of nanny-statism.
(Unlike Lord Balfour, who
introduced all manner of
state interventions to
improve the nation’s health,
including free school meals
for the poor.)

Some politicians are
clearly hoping that the new
generation of weight-loss
drugs will save the day.
Rather than going to the
bother and controversy of
changing the food system,
why not let individuals inject
their way out of trouble? It’s
certainly true that drugs such
as Wegovy can be a life-saver
for adults who have failed to
lose weight in other ways.
But it’s expensive (about £175
a month), the side-effects are
still unclear, and you may
have to stay on it for life if you
want to keep the weight off.

Almost 40 per cent of
children in this country are
overweight. Putting them all
on weight-loss drugs would
be an unprecedented social
and medical experiment. It
could also bankrupt the NHS.
But that is where political
inertia will lead us: to a food
system so toxic that even
our children have to
self-medicate to survive it.

Jemima Lewisis the
co-author, with Henry
Dimbleby, of Ravenous:
How to Get Ourselves and
Our Planet into Shape’
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'T'he coming French revolution will
destroy the EU, and Starmer’s dreams

France’s election could lead
to a inancial crisis and a
showdown with Brussels
that dashes Labour’s plans

ALLISTER HEATH (

moment of truth that threatens to

blow up the EU, trigger another
Eurozone crisis and, just three days into
his prime ministership, throw Sir Keir
Starmer’s immigration and trade plans
into disarray. In two weeks’ time,
France will have either elected the most
radical Right-wing populist
government ever to control a nuclear
power, opted for a rabidly anti-
capitalist, anti-Western, far-Left
coalition, or proved itself to be entirely
ungovernable.

The centre won't hold. In extremis,
President Emmanuel Macron may even
have to resign. Chaos could overshadow
the Olympics. I fear for the France I
love, but above all I am angry at decades
of failure by an arrogant, pseudo-
meritocratic, overly Cartesian ruling
class whose hatred of classical
liberalism and disdain for conservative
values are forcing the country into such
an unpalatable choice.

The election’s impact will be
explosive. Macron has bequeathed a
5.5 per cent of GDP budget deficit and
a 110 per cent of GDP national debt.
These have already led to the country’s
credit rating being downgraded and to
the EU launching an investigation for
breach of the stability and growth pact.
French bond yields are surging in

I t is a terrifying showdown, an epic

anticipation of drastic fiscal loosening
whoever wins the election, potentially
leading to a full-on financial crisis.

The Front Populaire - a miserable
alliance of the extreme Left, socialists,
communists, greens and assorted
misfits - wants an immediate
€50 billion a year tax increase and at
least €106 billion extra a year in
spending. It wants to raise income tax,
reintroduce a punitive wealth tax, cap
inheritances, jack up the minimum
wage to €1,600 after tax a month and
the pay of public sector workers by 10
per cent, cancel Macron's few positive
reforms, and cut the retirement age to 62.

It will introduce gender self-ID,
liberalise immigration, slap an embargo
on arms sales to Israel and back the
scandalous international court cases
against the Jewish state. The manifesto
is not just dementedly woke and
Israelophobic but would bankrupt
France, yet the Front Populaire is at 25
per cent in the polls.

Assuming we don't end up with a
hung parliament, a Rassemblement
National (RN) government led by Jordan
Bardella, Marine Le Pen’s deputy,
remains more likely. It is impossible to
exaggerate the scale of the psychological
shock that a Le Pen/Bardella victory
would cause. The global great and good
would be horrified. Swathes of French
society, including many in the banlieues
and unions, would be enraged.

There could be widespread disorder,
violence, looting and strikes, leading to
the most dangerous showdown since
1968. Some functionaries would refuse
to co-operate. Financial markets would
panic. The IMF, World Bank and White
House will hate Bardella’s net zero-
defying tax cuts. He would slash VAT
to 5.5 per cent from 20 per cent on
carbon-intensive gas, energy and fuel,
worth €17-€24 billion a year, and cut
contributions to the EU by €2 billion,

both popular moves. But the deficit
would rise, and - unlike with Liz Truss’s
supply-side agenda - there would be no
long-term positive, pro-enterprise
growth story as the RN is semi-socialist.

The European Central Bank may
refuse to buy French bonds to stabilise
the markets. The aim would be to
humiliate Bardella and terminate Le
Pen’s presidential aspirations, but the
EU may find it harder to defeat France
than it was to control the likes of Italy
and Greece. France is at the heart of the
EU system, and will be backed by Italy’s
Giorgia Meloni. Bardella and his
counter-elites may fight back
successfully, threatening to withhold
EU funding or cause havoc in other
ways if they don’t get their way.

Bardella wants to expel foreign
criminals, abolish benefits paid to
parents of delinquents, and end the
practice whereby those born of foreign
parents in France are entitled to French
citizenship. But the reality is that the
RN'’s broader agenda is incompatible
with EU membership. It eventually
seeks an immigration referendum that
would slash numbers and reject most of
the post-war rules on this subject. Le
Pen and Bardella no longer say they
want to leave the EU: the middle class
fears a devaluation of their savings if the
franc were reintroduced. But if he
doesn’t implode in his first few weeks,
he will begin a gradual process of Frexit
by stealth.

British Brexiteers must remember
that the RN used to be called the Front
National. Its first treasurer was Pierre
Bousquet, a former Rottenfiithrer in the
Walffen-SS Charlemagne Division.
Jean-Marie Le Pen, who ran the party
from 1972 to 2011, dismissed the Nazi
gas chambers as a “detail”. The party
was racist, anti-Semitic and Vichyite,
and a magnet for skinheads and thugs.
It was anti-Gaullist and anti-free market
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There
could be
widespread
disorder,
violence,
looting
and strikes,
leading to
the most
dangerous
Crisis since
1968

and obsessed with downplaying /e
maréchal Philippe Pétain’s despicable
collaboration with the Nazis, France's
darkest hour.

But the party has changed
dramatically since then, as even Macron
has admitted; we can but hope that the
transformation is real. Le Pen Sr was
purged by his daughter Marine. She has
rejected Pétainisme, and is now
pro-Israel and speaks out against
anti-Semitism. She has belatedly turned
against Putin. Eric Zemmour’s new
party now outflanks the RN from its
Right. Bardella is the grandson of
Italian and Algerian immigrants.

Men and women are now equally
likely to vote RN, and 26 per cent of
18- to 24-year-olds backed them in the
European elections. Serge RKlarsfeld, a
Holocaust survivor and France’s
pre-eminent Nazi hunter - who tracked
down Klaus Barbie, the Gestapo
butcher of Lyon, in Peru - now says that
he will back the RN in the second round
because it has changed. He is more
afraid of the far Left. We will soon find
out whether he is right, or whether he
has been duped.

In the short term, chaos in France
will be good for Starmer’s centrist
credentials, though high-tax, post-non-
dom London won't gain from any
exodus of French millionaires. In the
longer term, a RN victory would be a
nightmare for Starmer, exposing
Labour’s naive love of all things
European as nonsensical and toxifying
any rapprochement. There will be no
deal on Channel crossings, numbers
will rocket as migrants fleea
crackdown in France and the UK begins
to look like a soft touch. Starmer’s
pro-European Convention views would
look outdated as the continent shifts
Right-wards, emboldening the Tory or
Reform opposition. The tectonic plates
are shifting, and not just in France.

Labour will put us on the road to serfdom

Starmer could hardly have
made it clearer: his party
plans to tax the productive
to bribe dependent voters

SAM ASHWORTH-
HAYES

e

T wo weeks from polling day, with

the manifestos out and the first

postal votes already trickling in,
the Labour Party is busy engaging in a
public debate over what its promises
actually mean. Having pledged to
avoid raising taxes on “working
people”, Rachel Reeves and Sir Keir
Starmer have now been forced to define
this term, offering three explanations in
two days.

First, Sir Keir set out a bold
definition, suggesting that it meant
people who earn a living, rely on public
services and don’t have savings. Once
it was pointed out that this excluded
95 per cent of working-age families,
out came Reeves with the tautological
“working people are people who go
out to work”. Finally, Starmer refined

his remarks, noting that he (2022-23
income: £404,000) was “a working
person”.

So there we are: no tax rises for
anyone other than students, the
unemploved and pensioners. And if
you believe that, I have a bridge to
sell you. From where I stand, Sir Keir’s
first, unguarded reaction was the
most informative of the lot: working
people use the NHS, rather than
private healthcare, and don’t save for
a rainy day.

This should confirm every concern
people have about the coming Labour
government: that Starmer and Reeves
will tax you and your assets to fund
those who don’t want to work. Given
the emphasis placed on public services,
the party’s self-imposed fiscal rules
and the billions in additional spending
needed to prevent real-terms cuts to
services, it would be optimistic to the
brink of foolishness to believe
otherwise.

After all, the last time Labour was in
government, it oversaw the largest
increase in public spending as a share
of GDP in the OECD. Even before the
financial crisis, once liberated from
the pledge to follow Tory spending
plans, it proceeded to spend freely,
driving up debt as it fell across the rest
of the developed world, and setting the
stage for a long and painful period of

austerity as the structural deficit was
reduced. Since 1970, no Labour
chancellor has left office with the
country facing a lower tax burden.

It would be difficult for Starmer to
make it any clearer how he believes
elections are fought and won. Flick
through the Labour manifesto and a
pattern quickly emerges: votes are
bought bloc by bloc with promises of
public money and favourable legal
changes until enough are scraped
together to form a winning coalition,
with the bill to be paid by the losers.

This is not politics as rational
government - taking on responsibility
for the country as a whole, looking
to create economic growth and
prosperity across society = but politics
as tribalism, with worthy voters
rewarded at the expense of the
outgroup. And the damage done is
likely to be long-lasting.

After a decade out of office, Labour
has made it clear that it will do
everything in its power to rig the
political game in its favour, hiving off
powers to quangos and bureaucracies,
lowering the voting age in a form of
demographic gerrymandering,
reshaping the Lords into something
more in line with its values and
strengthening devolution.

A larger state is just another way for
Labour to keep in power. When voters
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are dependent on government largesse
for their incomes - working in a larger
public sector, or relying on handouts
in cash and in kind - they are unlikely
to take kindly to pro-growth, smaller
state policies.

Previous rounds of government
expansion have already left our fiscal
system highly unbalanced; more than
half of households received more in
benefits and public services than they
paid in taxes in the latest figures, while
the top 1 per cent of taxpayers provided
29 per cent of income tax revenue.

That squeeze of the productive is
about to be redoubled, while more and
more voters will find themselves on
the dependent side of the ledger. It is,
unfortunately, a strategy that is likely to
work. That there is a great deal of ruin
in a nation is both a positive statement
- giving the possibility of recovery -
and a negative; you can sustain misrule
for a long time before the costs are
made clear.

If Labour continues down the path
it has begun to set out, we will see the
effects phase in little by little: slower
growth, and higher taxes for “normal”
households as the rich and mobile
begin to leave Britain. And unless
we are fortunate, by the time we next
have a chance to vote, we will find
ourselves a considerable way down the
road to serfdom.
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Labour doesnt
deserve this lead

ur latest opinion poll makes for grim reading
for the Conservatives. The Savanta MRP

projections would leave just 53 Tories in the
Commons and give Labour 516 seats. The Liberal
Democrats would be just behind the Conservatives
on 50 and within striking distance of forming the
official Opposition.

To call this possible outcome unprecedented
would be an understatement. It would be a
shattering blow to the most successful political
party the world has known. It took four elections,
after Labour’s landslide in 1997, for the
Conservatives to form another government on
their own in 2015. After the calamity of 1906, when
they won just 156 seats, it was another 16 years (and
a war) before the Tories were back in office.

But to be reduced to double figures, with much
of the current Cabinet losing their seats, would be
a catastrophe. The Savanta projections even
suggest that Rishi Sunak would lose Richmond in
Yorkshire, the first prime minister ever to be
ejected from the Commons in a general election.

This would be a so-called “extinction-level
event” from which the Conservatives, as currently
structured, may not recover without help
from others on the Right, notably Reform UR.
Indeed, it is the extent of support drifting to
Nigel Farage’s party that is one of the main causes
of this potential meltdown.

More than that, it is the Reform leader’s
expressed purpose to destroy the Tories as a
functioning political entity, though the poll
projects that his party will fail to win a single seat,
not even Clacton where Mr Farage is standing. The
poll still shows the Tories well ahead of Reform in
share of the vote, though some surveys have put
them neck-and-neck.

We have been critical of many of the things the
Conservatives have done, or failed to do, over the
past 14 years. But the idea that they have been so
uniquely awful that they merit their virtual
destruction is absurd, as is the idea that Labour
deserves such a huge majority. Labour constantly
attributes the political turmoil of the past few years
to some inherent Tory defect when it was largely
the function of unusual circumstances, beginning
with the political upheaval of Brexit, and followed
by the crises triggered by the Covid pandemic and
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

It may be argued that the Conservatives should
have handled these with greater acumen, but it
cannot be denied that they were exceptional
events. Brexit accounts for the ructions inside
the party, Covid for the country’s deepening
indebtedness, and Ukraine for the cost of living
crisis. No governing party would have withstood
even one of these without being shaken to the core.

The ill-starred administration of Liz Truss
and the impact it had on the markets, forcing
her resignation, was arguably the worst of all of
these occurrences because it has fed a Labour
narrative of “chaos”. The word was bandied
around on the airwaves yesterday by Rachel
Reeves, the shadow chancellor, to persuade
voters that Labour, by contrast, would usher in
a period of calm and prudence.

Yet Labour is perpetuating a myth. When
Mr Sunak and Jeremy Hunt took over 18 months
ago, they steadied the ship, reassured the markets,
and sought to rebuild the Tory party’s reputation
for competent governance.

The inflation rate is now back to 2 per cent - the
Bank of England target - for the first time since
before Russia’s invasion; more people are in work
than ever; real wages are growing once more; and
there is effectively full employment, with nearly
one million vacancies to fill. The economy is doing
better than that of Germany or France. Indeed,
all political incumbents in Western democratic
nations are being punished by voters, as attested by
the recent election for the European parliament.

However, under the first-past-the-post system,
small percentage shifts in support can lead to
dramatic losses. For the Tories, threatened on all
sides, this can translate into dozens of seats they
would normally have held.

Labour could conceivably win a majority above
350 yet have a smaller proportion of the vote than
Jeremy Corbyn in 2017. On a low turnout, it could
only have the support of about 30 per cent of the
total electorate. This is hardly a mandate for
“change”. Traditional Tories thinking of deserting
the party on July 4 need to think long and hard
about the consequences of doing so.

Wipe the slate clean

mergency powers taken during the Covid

pandemic led to activities being criminalised

that would usually be considered perfectly
normal. Walking in the street, sitting on a park
bench, visiting one’s family for Christmas, failing to
wear a mask - even joining a few friends for drinks
- were subject to penalties depending on the
circumstances. Almost 30,000 people received
convictions and a criminal record for doing things
that by no measure could be regarded as criminal,
yet which broke the law in place at the time. People
who observed some of these absurd restrictions
may say “serves them right”; but Sir Robert
Buckland, the former justice secretary, says they
should not have their career prospects jeopardised
by these exceptional events. We agree. It is time to
wipe the Covid slate clean.
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Letters to the Editor

Labour’s message to hard workers is that prudence will be punished

SIR - Now that we finally have an idea
of what Sir Keir Starmer means by
*working people”, we have a very good
reason not to vote for the Labour Party
on July 4 (“Tax raid fear as Starmer
suggests savers are ‘not working
people’™, report, June 19).

My son has had a job since the age
of 16, with barely any time off, and
worked all through Covid. He is
bringing up a family, and he and his
wife have saved. They have been
prudent to be sure of having money
for a rainy day.

Why would anyone seek to succeed
and generate wealth under Labour?
Barbara Lloyd
Ossett, West Yorkshire

SIR - It seems that the kind of
“working person” Labour has in mind
is someone who has savings of less
than £1,000 (report, June 19).

Is Sir Keir Starmer suggesting
that anyone trying to better
themselves by saving for a deposit
for a home, or putting a bit aside for

an emergency, or making sure that
they have enough for their care in old
age, shouldn’'t be counted among
“working people”?

What utter nonsense.
Francesca Button
Portsmouth, Hampshire

SIR - I retired from teaching in a

state primary school in 1996 and
immediately started a tuition-at-home
service.

My husband and I spent the money
I earned on lovely cruise holidays and
upgrading aspects of our home.

Recently, however, holidays have
had to be cancelled - first due to the
Covid pandemic and then because of
illness. Refunds and insurance claims
had to be made.

All the money we had saved was
from taxed income, but we now have
what Sir Keir Starmer might call
considerable savings.

Why should we be punished?
Yvonne Jones
Horley, Surrey

SIR - As a tax lawyer, I can confirm that
wealth is already leaving the country
over fear of a hardline Labour policy
on non-doms (report, June 19).

Neither Labour nor the
Conservatives has stated exactly
what reforming the non-dom status
will look like. This is needlessly
putting the financial best interests of
our country at risk. For many it’s not
knowing where they stand that’s
causing nervousness.

Aside from the changes to taxation
for international individuals who have
a presence in the UK, there are changes
proposed to the long-term taxation of
offshore vehicles such as trusts, many
of which have been established by
people before becoming domiciled in
the UK.

It is the possibility of these (as yet
unsubstantiated) changes that is
causing the most significant concern
and upheaval. We need clarity from
both main parties quickly.

Jon Shankland

London EC3

Links to fossil fuels

SIR - You report (June 17) that
Cambridge University may sever ties
with Barclays and Lloyds over links to
fossil fuels. I wonder how the colleges
heat their huge buildings. If they do so
with either oil or gas then, by their own
logic, they must stop immediately.
David Jones

Cambridge

SIR - Am I right to assume that
Cambridge would refuse to accept
students who pay fees via these banks?
Carol White

Northwold, Norfolk

Trans children’s battle

SIR - I am a 68-year-old grandmother
of three, one of whom is trans.
Michael Deacon implies I might be a
proponent of gender ideology (“Tony
Blair’s bizarre statement on trans
rights sums up the madness of our
times”, Comment, June 18). I see
things differently.

I made the uncomfortable decision
to put to one side the sanctity of my
own opinions and instead respectfully
engage with my trans grandchild.

I have gained much as a result.

Significantly, I now understand that
my beloved grandchild bears a terrible
burden navigating life in a context that
is antithetical to their very existence.
Consequently, I live daily with a
visceral fear for their safety and future.

History, across multiple cultures,
demonstrates that gender diversity is
not a modern phenomenon; affording
any public space to those that embody
this reality is new.

My decision to learn to live with my
own discomfort and listen has taught
me many things, above all, perhaps,
humility - a quality we would all
benefit from cultivating.

M McTeague
Bristol

Excuses, excuses

SIR - “Chewed by dog” was just one of
many excuses (Letters, June 17) I heard
from readers during my years as a
librarian. I also had “dropped in bath”
and “left on tennis court and it rained
all night”. Of course, this book was a
manual on tennis strokes.

Isabel Wood

Barnoldswick, Lancashire

SIR - I'm reorganising the books in my
study, and am bemused that there
seems to be no standardisation of sizes.
I can forgive the larger format of art
and architecture books, but why are
textbooks in so many shapes and sizes?
Kenneth Preston

Roval Hillsborough, Co Down
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Parking apps driving the public to distraction

SIR - I have three apps on my phone
that I use for parking in various
parts of the country (“How RingGo
took over the high street car park”,
Business, June 18).

In many places, it is necessary to
visit a ticket machine to find out
which app to use and the location
code. One might as well pay at the
ticket machine.

We need better rules for provision
of public parking, starting with
prominent displays of app names
and location numbers.

There should also be no
differentials in rates according to
method of payment. Charging must
be proportional to actual duration
on site.

Dr Andrew McHutchon
Harrogate, North Yorkshire

SIR - RingGo, and other parking
app companies, are the new

highwaymen of our age. These are
private companies whose profits
derive from monetisation of public
space. They should be taxed more
to pay back this benefit.

John Jones

London SW19

SIR - I am in my seventies and
now have seven different apps
for parking on my phone. I find
the whole system simple and
convenient - indeed, I was
pleasantly surprised in France
last week to discover that I could
pay just over €3 to park for three
hours using one of them.

If ageing drivers are still capable
of negotiating our busy roads and
the ever-more complex features in
modern cars, surely they can also
learn to use simple apps.

David Barnett
Newark, Nottinghamshire

An invitation to lunch with Harold Wilson

SIR — My father had a long stay in a
hospital in Oxford, and I promised to
take him and my mother to Sunday
lunch in my favourite hostelry, close
to Chequers, when he was released.

On arrival I was told that the
prime minister, Harold Wilson
(Letters, June 19), and his wife Mary
and their son Robin were having
Sunday lunch, and so the restaurant
was closed to the public.

I explained how much my parents
had been looking forward to their visit,
and the situation with my father’s
illness. The owner went to pass this on
to Mr Wilson, who said he would be
delighted if we joined them for lunch.

My mother, a staunch Labour
supporter, dined out on this story
for years.

Dr Christine Simons
Denbigh

Hidden artefacts

SIR - If Oxford’s Pitt Rivers Museum
decided it could remove Igbo artefacts
from display in the interests of
“cultural safety” because Igbo culture
forbids women from seeing them
(report, June 18), then this would

beg the question: would the ethnic
groups from whom such objects
originated be harmed by the

millions of women who might have
already seen them? Have such groups
ever complained?

Jean-Marc Evans

London N12

SIR - I am infrigued, and not a little
horrified, by the practice of concealing
museum artefacts from female patrons
“to respect the gender conventions
of other cultures” (report, June 19).
The suggestion that female
professional museum staff may not
see or handle the exhibits is even
more disgraceful.
What happened to respecting
the gender conventions of our
own culture?
Hilary Aitken
Kilmacolm, Renfrewshire

Flawed Troubles Act

SIR - Families who lost loved ones in
the Troubles are unanimous in their
view that the Legacy Actis an
abomination, which would put justice
out of reach forever.

The High Court in Belfast ruled
earlier this year that core parts of the
Act breach human rights.

Far from presenting a danger
(report, telegraph.co.uk, June 16),
repealing the legislation will
contribute to societal healing and help
the provision of longed-for answers.

Families deserve the truth of what
happened to their loved ones. To
characterise due process as vexatious
is insulting to victims and undermines
the basic tenet of the rule of law.

The next UK government must not
only repeal, but also replace this
flawed Act with processes that put
victims and their rights to truth, justice
and reparations at its centre.

"l = Grainne Teggart
M = Deputy Director, Northern Ireland

Amnesty International UK
London EC2

From pillar to post

SIR - The door fell off the pillar box
(Letters, June 18) at the end of our
street on June 11 2022. Royal Mail
wrapped it in black plastic, and so it
remained until May 24 this year, when
“maintenance” turned up to give it a
coat of paint.

It was explained what the problem
was, and we were assured that it would
be repaired within six weeks. The
street waits with bated breath.

Gill Read
Kelvedon, Essex

SIR - I've been a professional decorator
for 40 years. In 2016, appalled at

the condition of the postboxes in
Shefford, Bedfordshire, I took it

upon myself to paint all seven in
order to commemorate Elizabeth II's
90th birthday.

I picked out the crown in gold paint
and the ER in black. A year later the
Post Office repainted them all, saying
that I had not done it to their standard
- in other words, not completely red.

The mayor of Shefford at the time
wrote to the late Queen saying how
appalled he was that the Post Office
had done this, as the postboxes looked
so good.

The mayor and I received a reply
from her personal secretary, saying
that she had read the letter, and
thanked us for what we had done.

This letter remains my most prized
possession.

Ray Powell
Shefford, Bedfordshire

Desperation

Russia and North KRorea are
both weak, but their new
defence agreement should
alarm the Western alliance
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here is nothing “peaceful” about

the defence pact that Vladimir

Putin signed yesterday with his
North Korean counterpart, Kim
Jong-un. On the contrary, the
comprehensive strategic partnership
agreed between the two leaders during
the Russian president’s visit to
Pyongyang demonstrates the
deepening bond between two rogue
states whose main aim is to forge a new
“axis of evil” to confront the West.

As Putin explained in a letter that was
published by the North Korean media
before his visit, forging a pact between
Moscow and Pyongyang is key to
confronting efforts by the US and its
allies to impose a “neocolonialist
dictatorship” around the globe.

At the heart of the agreement isa
mutual defence deal that requires
both countries to come to one another’s
aid in the event of them coming under
attack. After Kim hailed the signing
of the “peaceful and defensive” pact,
Putin made clear that it included
“the provision of mutual assistance

is making Putin even more dangerous

in the event of aggression against one of
the parties”.

In what might be called the “poor
man's Nato”, the fact that both these
regimes have felt it necessary torally to
each other’s defence is indicative of
their fundamental weakness.

The signing ceremony itself had
overtones of the Soviet era, when
Moscow helped to establish the Kim
dynasty in power at the end of the
Second World War. The North Koreans
did their best to project the importance
of their anti-Western agreement, with
the carefully choreographed meeting
between the two leaders taking place
before a massive banner declaring that
“North Korean-Russian friendship will
be eternal”. For his part, Putin tried to
impress Kim by giving him a £250,000
Aurus limousine - known as the
“Russian Rolls-Royce”.

But these conspicuous displays of
dictatorial consumption cannot
disguise the fact that the increasing
military co-operation between
Moscow and Pyongyang has been
forged out of desperation.

For all Putin’s bravado about the
progress he claims his forces are
making in their military offensive in
Ukraine, the stark truth is that the
Russians have suffered catastrophic
losses - Western intelligence estimates
suggest the number of Russian war
dead has now passed the 350,000 mark
- and are struggling to resupply front-
line forces with weapons and men.

If, as Putin would like the world to
believe, Russia really has become a
military superpower to rival the

Western alliance, then Moscow would
not be going cap in hand to a tinpot
dictator like Kim begging for arms.

The North Koreans are in an even
worse state. Pyongyang is in desperate
need of food, fuel, cash and high-end
weapons technology to help it survive
the economic sanctions imposed over
its nuclear weapons programme.

Even so, the danger to international
security that deeper co-operation
between these two nuclear-armed
dictatorships poses cannot be
underestimated.

The military support provided by
North Korea, together with China and
Iran, has proved vital to sustaining
Putin’s war effort at a time when the
Russian military is running short of
weapons. Since Kim initiated his
closer association with Putin last
September, when he travelled in his
armoured train to meet the Russian
leader at a space-launch base in
Russia’s Far East, there has been a
dramatic increase in the delivery of
North Korean munitions.

US officials report that more than
10,000 shipping containers filled with
arfillery shells, missiles and other
weaponry have been sent to Russia,
with at least 10 North Korean-made
missiles being launched against
Ukrainian targets since September.
Pyongyang’s missile systems are based
on Soviet-era designs - as are Iran’s
— which means they can be easily
adapted for Russian firing systems.

What Kim gets in return for
providing military support for Putin is
more opaque, although the North

Koreans make no secret of their desire
to advance their space, missile and
nuclear programmes.

It is surely no coincidence that, not
long after Kim’s return from last
September’s meeting with Putin at
Russia’s Vostochny Cosmodrome
spaceport, the North Koreans finally
managed to launch their first military
reconnaissance satellite, the
“Malligyong-1”, after two previous failed
attempts. Having access to such
satellites enhances North Korea’s ability
to target opposition forces more
accurately with its missiles.

Pyongyang is also seeking access to
Russian expertise in other areas, such
as advanced weaponry, nuclear
enrichment and atomic propulsion
for submarines.

It is a moot point how much
technological co-operation Putin is
prepared to accept with Pyongyang,
especially if it risks alienating another
key ally of the Kremlin, China. Because
the other consideration Western
leaders need to take on board is that the
new North Korean-Russian defence
pact should not be viewed in isolation.
Both countries are also closely aligned
with Iran and China, two autocratic
regimes that are similarly committed
to undermining the Western alliance.
And the closer they work together,
the more of a risk they will pose to our
future security.
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Barclay family

left £278m
black hole in

Telegraph

The newspaper’s former
owners extracted more

than £200m in loans that
are unlikely to be repaid

By Christopher Williams
BUSINESS EDITOR

THE Telegraph has revealed a £278m
black hole in its finances as a result of
loans extracted by the Barclay family,
which are unlikely ever to be repaid.

Attempts to trace the cash via a
network of companies controlled by
the Barclay family have been unsuc-
cessful as part of a review of seven
years of potentially irregular transac-
tions that has drawn interest from
criminal investigators.

Specialists from HMRC and the
National Crime Agency, which acts as
an information clearing house for finan-
cial authorities including the Serious
Fraud Office, have been in contact with
the company and its advisers.

It has not been disclosed if investiga-
tions have been launched and the Bar-
clay family declined to comment.

The £278m, recorded as a “provision”
in accounts for 2023 newly filed at
Companies House, pushed The Tele-
graph toarecord loss of £245m last year
despite what its leaders said was a
strong underlying performance.

The sum includes more than £200m
extracted as loans on annual amounts in
the tens of millions, as well as more than
£20m in fees related to the ownership
crisis that has gripped the business
since last summer. A further £55m
relates to a corporate loan.

The losses on paper came despite
rises in turnover and underlying earn-
ings that were driven by growth in dig-
ital subscriptions and advertising.

The Telegraph’s independent direc-
tors, brought in when the Barclay fam-
ily lost control a year ago, said the
underlying business remains healthy.

Turnover increased by 5pc to £268m,
within which digital subscription
revenue was up 18pc and digital
advertising 33pc. Total subscriptions,
which include print and digital, puzzles
and “bonus” free subscriptions, topped
one million after climbing more than
300,000. Overall, 42pc of turnover was
drawn from digital subscriptions and

advertising, up from 28pc in the
previous yvear. Underlying earnings,
excluding exceptional costs triggered
by the ownership crisis, were £60m,
up 28pc.

Anna Jones, chief executive of Tele-
graph Media Group since January, said:
“2023 reinforced the strength and resil-
ience of Telegraph Media Group as a
business. The substantial growth in our
operating profit, pre-exceptional items,
last year was driven by significant
advances in both digital advertising and
digital subscription revenue.

“Against a backdrop of uncertainty
surrounding its future ownership, the
business has continued to excel and be
recognised for its successes.”

In April, The Telegraph won news
website of the year for the second year
running at the Press Awards.

The success came after Lloyds Bank-
ing Group seized control of the business
as part of a dispute with the Barclay
family over overdue loans of £1.2bn that
were secured against it.

The lender then installed independ-
ent directors, who still oversee the
company and have been aware of
the intercompany loan issue for
some months.

Lloyds planned to sell The Telegraph
via an auction, which was derailed in
December when the Barclay family
repaid their debt in full. Most of the cash
came from new borrowing from Sheikh
Mansour bin Zayed al-Nahyan, the dep-
uty prime minister of the UAE.

The Barclay family regained owner-
ship of The Telegraph but not control
after ministers intervened. RedBird
IMI, a private equity vehicle that acted
as a conduit for Sheikh Mansour’s
money, planned to convert its £600m
lending into ownership of The Tele-
graph and The Spectator magazine.

It was ultimately blocked this year
after a cross-party outcry prompted leg-
islation to ban foreign state influence
over British newspapers and websites.
RedBird IMI is now preparing a second
auction for the coming weeks.

In the accounts, the independent
directors, led by Mike McTighe, the
chairman, alongside Stephen Welch
and Boudewijn Wentink, said: “As
part of the receivership and sale
processes in the year, a detailed review
of historic transactions was undertaken
Continued on Page 18
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Ferrari to
launch its first
EV —with a
premium price

By Matt Oliver

FERRARI is preparing to launch its first
electric car with a price tag of more than
€500,000 (£422,000).

The luxury Italian brand, best known
for making petrol sports cars with roar-
ing engines, is preparing to launch the
new model next year.

It will be one of the most expensive in
the marque’s line-up, with the headline
price tag not including extras that can
add up to 20pc to the final cost, accord-
ing to Reuters.

That would easily put it towards the
top end of the carmaker’s current offer-
ing, reflecting the higher costs of mak-
ing battery-powered EVs.

The average sale price of a new
Ferrari is currently around €350,000.

The SF90 Spider is the most expen-
sive of the existing retail models at
around $575,000 (£452,000), while the
special series SFO0OXX Stradale and
SFO90XX Spider cost even more at
$84:4,000 and $932,000 respectively.

Ferrari is said to be working on a
second electric model as well.

The move will be seen as a vote of
confidence in the luxury electric vehi-
cle (EV) market, at a time when other
brands such as Porsche and Aston Mar-
tin have sounded a note of caution
about customer enthusiasm for electric
cars. Lawrence Stroll, Aston Martin’s
billionaire owner and chairman, has
previously warned that many drivers
still wanted “the sports car smell and
feel and noise”.

In an attempt to replicate the “driving
pleasure” of petrol cars, Ferrari has
patented technology that will preserve
the signature roar of its engines even
after electrification.

The technology will amplify sounds
from the electric motor and drivetrain,
adjusting the note and volume to corre-
late with the power being delivered,
according to filings made last year.

By the end of this decade, the car-
maker has said it wants electric vehicles
to account for 40pc of its line-up.

It comes as Ferrari is preparing to
open a factory that will make its first
electric models. The site will be in the
brand’s Italian home town of Maranello,
in Emilia-Romagna, and will also make
petrol and hybrid cars. It is expected to
boost the company’s annual production
capacity to 20,000 cars, compared with
under 14,000 cars last year.

Rival Lamborghini is preparing to
put its first EV on sale in 2028.

Ferrari’s first EV, though pricey com-
pared with mass-market models, is by
no means set to be the most expensive
electric car yet.

Japanese engineering firm Aspark is
developing the Aspark Owl hypercar,
which will cost $3.5m and has a top
speed of 272 miles per hour. The Lotus
Evija also costs more than £2m, while
Croatia’s Rimac Nevera starts at €2m.

Sunak promises more tax cuts after inflation falls to 2pc target

By Eir Nolsee, Chris Price
and Joe Wright

RISHI SUNAK has pledged to cut taxes
further after inflation fell to the Bank of
England’s target for the first time in
nearly three years.

The consumer prices index (CPI) fell
to 2pc in May, according to the Office for
National Statistics, which was down
from 2.3pc in April and in line with
economists’ expectations.

It marks the first time inflation has
been at the Bank of England’s target
since July 2021, before the cost of living
crisis saw inflation shoot up to a 41-year
high of 11.1pc in October 2022.

The Prime Minister, who has built his

election campaign on his economic
credentials, said the drop meant a new
Tory government would now be in a
position to cut taxes further.

He told LBC: “It is because of that
economic stability that we have
restored, which was my priority when I
got this job, that we have now been able
to start cutting people’s taxes. If I win
this election, I want to keep doing more
of that, cutting people’s taxes at every
stage of their life.”

Slowing price rises have also raised
hopes in government of a pre-election
rate cut. A Tory source said: “Not chang-
ing the rate is also a political decision and
the case for cutting rates in terms of the
economy is indisputable. If they do, it

will be really helpful for us.” The Bank of
England’s Monetary Policy Committee
will meet today to decide on interest
rates but economists do not expect them
to begin lowering borrowing costs.

Services inflation, which has been
highlighted as a potential hurdle to rate
cuts, fell to 5.7pc in May, down from
5.9pc in April. However, this was less
than the drop to 5.5pc that economists
had predicted. Core inflation, which
strips out volatile food and energy
prices, fell to only 3.5pc.

If the Bank of England does hold rates
unchanged, it will anger many Tories.
Greg Smith, the Tory candidate for
Buckingham, said: “The Bank set 2pc as
their target, so the Bank needs to deliver

5.7pcC

Services inflation fell from 5.9pc in
April. Economists have highlighted this
as a potential hurdle to interest rate cuts

on an interest rate cut tomorrow. Any-
thing short of that would be nakedly
political”

Sir Iain Duncan Smith, a former Tory
leader, said: “It’s overdue that they
should reduce interest rates. They
should ignore the election and do
what’s right by the economy.”

Sir Jacob Rees-Mogg, a former busi-

ness secretary, added: “The Bank needs
to remember that inaction when infla-
tion is on target will be seen as a politi-
cal decision against the Government.”

Economists still think an August rate
cut is a possibility. Martin Sartorius at
the Confederation of British Industry,
said the drop in inflation “sets the stage”
for policymakers to cut rates then.

Savers were urged to snap up deals
before they disappear as the Bank edges
closer to a rate cut. The average rate on
an easy-access account was 3.12pc yes-
terday, down from 3.19pc in November
2023, according to Moneyfacts. Fixed-
rate accounts have seen an even steeper
fall over the same period - dropping
from 5.36pc to 4.58pc.,

Meanwhile, NatWest became the first
major mortgage lender to cut its rates
ahead of the Bank’s interest rate deci-
sion. The high street bank is lowering
fixed-rate deals by up to 0.17 percentage
points from today.

Separately, the chief executive of one
of Britain’s biggest housebuilders said
Threadneedle Street was “penalising
the young” with tough lending rules
that keep the cost of 95pc mortgages
artificially high. Rob Perrins, chief exec-
utive of Berkeley Group, said the Bank
had “a moral duty” to relax the rules.
The Bank of England declined to
comment.

Analysis: Page I8

Guinness fuels Young’s record profits

By Daniel Woolfson
and Chris Price

SURGING demand for Guin-
ness has helped pub group
Young's to a record profit.
Sales of the Irish stout rose
by 29pc at Young’s pubs in
the 12 months to the end of
March, helping to drive a
9.3pc jump in adjusted prof-
its to £49.4m - a record high.
Simon Dodd, the chief
executive at Young’s, said:
“People are looking to, when

they go out, get something
they can’t get at home -
whether that’s a really good
pint of Deya [a craft beer] or
whether that’s a really good
pint of Guinness.”

Diageo,
behind Guinness, said at the
start of this year that sales of
the stout were surging as
women increasingly order a
pint of the black stuff. Enthu-
siasts such as Kim Kar-
dashian and the Princess of
Wales have helped the brand

shake off its

the company

“rugby lad”
image, while it has also devel-
oped a “hipster” appeal,
according to Debra Crew,
Diageo’s chief executive.

Mr Dodd said Young’s,
which runs 288 pubs, had
also been boosted by people
returning to the office. He
said: “Post pandemic, our
Fridays softened a bit. But
Friday is now our second
biggest day of the week
again, that shows people are
definitely back in cities.”
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Why the Bank won't

Despite inflation
falling Threadneedle

Street will not cut
interest rates
before the election,

writes Eir Nolsoe

he Prime Minister looked visibly
| relieved yesterday morning

after the Office for National
Statistics (ONS) confirmed that
inflation had fallen to the Bank of
England’s 2pc target.

British households will be hoping
that the fall marks the beginning of the
end of a painful chapter that has seen
them endure prices rising at the fastest
level in more than 4.0 years.

But even as inflation falls back to the
Bank’s target for the first time in three
years, Threadneedle Street’s
policymakers are unlikely to ride to
Rishi Sunak’s rescue when they meet
today by cutting interest rates from
their 16-year-high of 5.25pc.

Headline inflation

The headline rate of inflation has eased
significantly from a high of 11.1pc in
October 2022 to 2pc in the year to

May. For the first time in nearly three
years, prices in shops are rising at a
normal level.

However, this does not mean things
are getting cheaper. Average living
costs are still up by a fifth since
inflation started rising from the Bank’s
target in July 2021. This has largely
been driven by energy prices, which
have surged by 66pc, and by food,
which is up by 31pc, according to the
Resolution Foundation. Meanwhile,
many households are struggling with
record rent rises and mortgage bills.

James Smith, at the Resolution
Foundation, says: “The legacy of a long
period of very high inflation means
there is unlikely to be much of a
feel-good factor among families, as
they continue to struggle with the
higher cost of essentials.”

Food and energy

Food and energy prices were the two
main drivers of the surge in inflation
over the past three years, largely
triggered by Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine and a jump in spending after
pandemic lockdowns ended.

While food price rises have slowed
to 1.7pc in the year to May from a high
0of19.2pc in March 2023, the cost of
many daily groceries is still rising fast.

Dairy products such as eggs, milk
and cheese are becoming more
expensive, while the price of cooking
oils are also rising. The average cost of
olive oil is 135pc higher than when
inflation was last at 2pc in July 2021.
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Inflation falls back to 2pc target

Consumer Prices Index, annual percentage change
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ride to Sunak’s rescue

Lower energy prices have helped
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Core inflation falling more slowly
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Service price rises still too high

Services CPI, annual percentage change
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Food prices are rising far more slowly than a year ago

Food and non-alcoholic beverages annual inflation rate
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since
inflation
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July 2021
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most other food items, with the cost of
bread, vegetables and chocolate all
easing. Meanwhile, lower gas and
electricity prices have helped bring
down the overall rate of inflation. But
the ONS notes that when housing costs
are factored in, with rising council tax
and mortgage bills, this “more than
offset” the decline in food prices.

Core inflation

Food, energy, alcohol and tobacco
prices tend to be volatile, so are
viewed as crucial by the Bank when it
comes to determining whether
borrowing costs can be lowered.

Its economists see core inflation,
which strips out such volatile prices, as
an indicator of underlying price
pressures that the headline rate of
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Real pay is rising

Core inflation fell to 3.5pc in line
with expectations in the year to May

from 3.9pc in April.

One reason is that the average cost
of goods such as furniture, clothes
and electronics is 1.3pc lower than a

year ago.

Rob Wood, the chief UK economist
at Pantheon Macroeconomics, warns
that declines of this size are unlikely to
be sustained, which may make it
difficult to keep inflation at Zpc.

“Food and non-energy goods
inflation have no further to fall now
they have converged to producer
output price inflation,” he says.
“Meanwhile, Ofgem will likely hike the
utility price cap by 12pc in October after
wholesale energy costs have risen.”

Mr Wood adds that these factors

Net Z
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Services inflation

have helped knock off 9.1 percentage
points off inflation since its peak.

The Bank’s biggest concern is now
how fast the prices of services such as
getting a haircut, hiring a cleaner or
enjoying a meal out are rising. This is
the fly in the ointment.

Services inflation was still high at
5.7pc in May, easing only marginally
from 5.9pc the previous month.

Analysts had expected it would fall
to 5.5pc, but this was scuppered by
price rises in restaurants and hotels.

It comes after an increase of almost
10pc in the national living wage to
£11.44 in April. Analysts at HSBC this
week warned that Labour’s plans for a
“genuine” living wage risked inflaming
inflationary pressures, ultimately
leading to higher mortgage rates.

Sanjay Raja, from Deutsche Bank,

Annual growth in average weekly earnings

Reqular pay (nominal)
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2024
SOURCE: ONS
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says the costs of services will fuel
concerns about persistent price
pressures, as they are also rising faster
than the Bank had predicted.

“This, we think, will raise the bar for
an August rate cut,” he says. “For now,
markets have pared back rate cut bets
this year, suggesting a stickier Bank
Rate path through the coming months.”

Wages
Finally, it is worth noting that the
backdrop to the inflation figures is
wages, which are still growing fast.
The ONS last week said regular pay,
which excludes bonuses, grew at 6pc in
three months to March. This was before
April’s rise in the minimum wage and
is far higher than what is seen as
consistent with low inflation. A further
softening of the jobs market will be
crucial to avoid wage rises continuing
to spill into higher costs of services.

Telegraph ‘continues to excel’
despite cloud over unpaid debt

Continued from Page 17

in respect of amounts paid to, and
received from, group companies and
related parties.

“The review identified potential
irregularities in the recording of such
transactions and although there have
been no changes to the assets and liabil-
ities recorded, there is a potential risk of
future possible claims against the com-
pany in respect of such transactions.”

Nick Hugh, the former chief execu-
tive, who was also director of Telegraph
Media Group, left before the accounts
were prepared. He declined to com-
ment on concerns over the movements
of money. He was not a director of any
Barclay family companies furtherup a
chain that led to the British Virgin
Islands, via Jersey.

The accounts reveal Mr Hugh'’s over-
all remuneration doubled to £2m last
year, a figure thought to have been
boosted by his departure and a bonus
scheme linked to a target of one million
subscriptions by the end of 2023.

The largest contributor to the
increase in subscriptions was the £13m
acquisition of the Chelsea Magazine
Company (CMC), a specialist publisher
of lifestyle titles including The English
Garden and Classic Boat. According to
accounts for Press Acquisitions Lim-
ited, The Telegraph’s parent company,
CMC made a loss of £500,000 last year.

The independent directors’ own
investigations have been unable to
determine the destination of the cash
borrowed from The Telegraph outside
its immediate ownership chain. The
Barclay family are also owners of the
online retailer Very Group and until
recently Yodel, a heavily loss-making
parcel courier.

It is understood that questions to Bar-
clay family executives did not yield
answers and uncovered what was
viewed as a chaotic approach to book-
keeping, in which many ordinarily
standard records were unavailable.

The Barclay family has previously
responded to questions about their
financial practices at The Telegraph by
referring to the fact that the 2022
accounts were audited and approved by
PwC, which also audited the new
accounts. A spokesman for the Barclay
family declined to comment further.

The “future possible claims against
the company” referred to in the
accounts include a potential claim of tax
fraud from HMRC and a potential claim
by the current directors against the pre-
vious directors.

In a third scenario, Telegraph Media
Group, the current holding company

GEOFF PUGH FOR THE TELEGRAPH

for The Telegraph, is ultimately likely to
be liquidated. The liquidators would be
required to investigate the affairs of the
company and the conduct of the direc-
tors, and could choose to make a claim
in pursuit of the untraceable cash.

The £278m provision will not have
any impact on the future of The Tele-
graph itself, as it is soon expected to
break ties with its past in a process
called a “hive down”. This legal manoeu-
vre will place the assets and staff into a
new, unencumbered holding company
to reassure bidders they would not be
exposed to Barclay-era controversies.

The overall cost of the crisis in
advisory and other fees across the
group containing The Telegraph was
around £22m. This includes an esti-
mated £10m to Goldman Sachs for pre-
paring the aborted auction. Forensic
accountants from AlixPartners, lawyers
from Linklaters and Goodwin, and
financial crime specialists BCL have all
also been involved.

The Barclay family bought The Tele-
graph for £665m in 2004. Their
ownership was characterised by deep
cuts to the newsroom budget as
scores of reporters were made redun-
dant to meet profit targets. If the budget
for journalism had kept pace with
inflation, it would be nearly double its
current level.

Murdoch MacLennan, the chief exec-
utive who preceded Mr Hugh, was
accused of failing to protect editorial
independence by turning a blind eye to
advertising sales staff who demanded
favourable coverage of their clients dur-
ing his tenure. Mr MacLennan was

-
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Former Telegraph chief executives Murdoch MacLennan, left, and Nick Hugh

replaced by Mr Hugh in 2017. The Tele-
graph employs about 1,100 staff. The
Barclay family outsourced printing to
Rupert Murdoch’s News UK and adver-
tising sales to Lord Rothermere’s
DMGT. Despite this, The Telegraph
employs nearly 500 non-journalists.

Raine, an adviser to RedBird IMI, is
preparing the second auction by gather-
ing updated financial information from
the current year, in which news pub-
lishers have faced pressure from a
tougher advertising market. Potential
bidders have been told to expect an
information memorandum, the first
step of a sale process, this month. They
have also been issued with non-disclo-
sure agreements, although some have
so far declined to sign over what they
view as onerous termes.

At an industry conference in Dubai
last month, Rani Raad, the chief execu-
tive of Sheikh Mansour’s media busi-
ness IMI, predicted that The Telegraph
and The Spectator will sell for more than
the £600m paid last year.

Despite claiming that the decision to
block RedBird IMI would ultimately
leave The Telegraph “a weaker brand”,
he said: “We will sell it at a premium.

We will make our money back and then
some and move on to other markets and

focus on other opportunities.”

In one sign of The Telegraph’s resil-
ience, the Companies House filings for
its parent company, Press Acquisitions,
reveal that it was undervalued in previ-
ous years. An independent review led to
the reversal of a £196m impairment to
the accounting value of the business,
which now stands at £361m.
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How red tape
became the only
orowth industry

in the City

In the second of our
election series, Eir
Nolsoe and Michael
Bow look at whether
next government
can fix regulation

ddressing a room of people
A who collectively controlled

billions of pounds last autumn,
Julia Hoggett said “every mother in
Cumbria” should care about the
stock market.

The London Stock Exchange chief
argued that while the market may feel
far off to those living by the Lake
District, it was investment in stocks
and shares that would “fund a start-up
in her area”.

“That means her kids can get a
high-paying job and afford a house in
that area,” she added, addressing a
conference of asset managers and
other investors.

Yet that link - from stock market
investment to job creation and finally
to wealth building - is breaking down.
London’s stock market is declining in
size and, some argue, relevance.

As British voters prepare to head to
the polls, this weakness is unlikely to
be at the front of people’s minds.

Expensive bills, inaccessible
housing, long NHS waiting lists and
stagnating wages are all more pressing.

But to meaningfully solve all these
issues Britain’s next prime minister
must unblock the barriers to growth -
and get the stock market firing on all
cylinders again.

Some 16 years after the largest global
financial crash since the Great
Depression, many in the City believe
this requires rolling back the blizzard
of red tape that has engulfed the City
since then.

“There is a bit of a pendulum effect,”
says City grandee Sir Philip Hampton.
Risk was “largely disregarded” before
the financial crisis, but the pendulum
has swung in the opposite direction,
he says.

Now, politicians, regulators and
business leaders themselves have
become scared of risk - with rule

Crisis.

financial system.

believes.

windfall taxes.

would be no Financial Conduct

Authority (FCA) scrutinising the City
or committee at the Bank of England
looking for what will trigger the next

How much you or your company
can borrow, where your pension is
invested and what type of advertising
for financial products you see have all
been influenced by these changes.

In the City, senior managers can
now be held personally liable for
excessive risk-taking, banks must hold
far larger cushions of capital and
bonuses were capped for a long time.

It is in part why shocks like Covid, .
the energy crisis and soaring interest A
rates have come and gone without
anything major breaking in the

“There is a lot to be said for [the fact]
that banks have absorbed ashockin a
way that they clearly weren’t able to in
2008, so you got to give the regulators
credit for that,” says Karen Ward, at JP
Morgan Asset Management. She was
among four City veterans advising
Jeremy Hunt, the Chancellor, on how
to help grow the economy.

The problem however is not
“necessary controls” protecting
consumers but lots of small changes
leading to an “asymmetry between
risk and reward”, says Simon French,
the chief economist at investment
bank Panmure Gordon.

The focus has tilted too far in favour
of the state trying to shield both people
and companies from anything bad, he

As aresult when things go well - a
bank making money when interest
rates rise or oil and gas firms
benefiting from soaring gas costs
- they are more likely to get hit with

“You're chasing your tail the whole
time,” he says. “A much more healthy
economy allows, in bad times, jobs to
be lost and companies to fail. Then on
the upside, companies that have taken
those risks get the full reward.”

Banks tend to bear the brunt of
increased risk compliance. Mountains
of paperwork are involved in
complying with new initiatives such as
the FCA’'s Consumer Duty rules, which
push up the costs for banks and,
ultimately, their customers.

“Irespect the fact that we'rea
regulated industry and profession, and
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money laundering rules alone costs
lenders £34bn annually. The IEA

in equities almost suggests that they
need protecting, as if they were buying
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December there were “no plans” to tax
financial services further.

makers increasingly determined to that’s important - but equally, we've noted that this is nearly double the a car and don't understand the more This has failed to assuage fears
stamp it out. seen significant increases in the cost of | total budget for policing across the UK. | financing,” says Hall. he Elhh\" among money managers that they will
Sir Philip was the chairman of the regulation,” says Mark Mullen, the It is not just compliance costs which “Millions of people seem perfectly o . not be plundered to repair public
Royal Bank of Scotland from 2009 to Julia Hoggett, chief executive of challenger lender concern bankers: there are fears the happy to gamble in crypto, and that’s economy finances. Reeves has repeatedly failed
2015, and has also chaired below, has argued | Atom Bank. UR’s risk-averse culture hasled toa an unregulated market. Yet the FCA allows. In torule out an increase in capital gains
pharmaceutical giant GSK and for greater “Iunderstand why they’re decline in the London stock market. seems to take the view that you can’t - g tax and Labour has been clear that it
Sainsbury’s. He has been on the recognition of important but let’s not avoid the reality Pensions funds and insurers afford to lose money if you invest in vad times, wants to raise the levy on the so-called
frontline of changing attitudes and stock markets'role | that they're expensive. It’s not arobot | increasingly shun investments in equities, but it’s absolutely fine tolose | j0bs to be carried interest earned by private
believes the financial crisis had in funding _ that complies with it. You've got to shares because of regulations. money if you trade crypto. So we've = ' equity investors.
“profound regulatory and g':'sl',';ﬁs.“:’ Wh':z invest in people and processes to Individuals are also turning their got lots of things wrong.” lost and Dan Boardman-Weston, the chief
psychological effects” on the City. right ;:;s ampton, | comply with it and that’s not free”” back on the stock market: only 11pc of It is hardly surprising that Britain’s | cOm pan 1es executive of BRI Wealth Management,
Charles Hall, who heads up research reguliaturs hive Ultimately someone will have to pay | people directly hold shares in the UK, | productivity growth has slumped fail’ says: “I worry if capital gains and
at investment bank Peel Hunt, says become afraid of for all of the extra hours of work this marking a decline of 50pc since 2004. | since the financial crisis, Hall says. to fal inheritance tax rates or taxes on

there was “understandably” a “knee-
jerk reaction to make sure it never
happened again” in the wake of
the crisis. This took the form of a
wave of new regulation meant to
prevent similar blow-ups happening in
the future.

But this has come with a cost, he
says.

risk since the
financial crisis

leads to. “The reality is that the cost of
doing that will be paid for by
customers,” he warns.

However, rather than roll back this
regulatory burden, watchdogs are
intent on increasing it,

Before Rishi Sunak called a snap

election, Hunt broke ranks to attack
the FCA over its plans to “name

This has damaged the appeal of
London as a home for major
businesses. Several companies have
quit their primary listing on the UK
stock market in recent months
including Tarmac-owner CRH, Paddy
Power-owner Flutter Entertainment
and plumbing group Ferguson. A
dearth of new listings has also led the

the economy.”

“The financial sector is one of the
most productive sectors of the UR
economy. Yet we spent 15 years
effectively saying, ‘Oh no, we don’t
want to grow that part of

Growth in the UK has been sluggish
since the crash, averaging only l.lpc a
year from 2008 compared with 2.8pc

pension contributions change then it
will just put more people off or raise
the barriers to investing.”

Sir Philip says Labour “have stopped
being scary” to businesses, but he
adds: “We probably don't have a
political party in this country that is

explicitly pro-business. We used to

have that with the Conservative

“We’ve been far too focused in and shame” companies under | market to shrink. in the six decades prior. Party but I think that’s
the UK on excising risk and investigation. In April, CS Venkatakrishnan, the Will the red tape problem get probably gone”
ensuring security. What that The move signalled that | chief executive of Barclays who advises | any better under the next French is hopeful that
typically means is that you the Chancellor had lost Rachel Reeves, the shadow chancellor, | government? whoever forms the next
get less growth. Starting to patience with the said he wanted to revive the UK stock Reeves has said she wants government will wake
turn the clock back is regulator amid criticism | market’s “risk culture”. to attack overlapping rules to up to the problem of
absolutely essential if we're that the FCA was “A lot has to happen to rebuild that | slash costs for the financial red tape strangling
going to grow the launching too many ecosystem,” he said. “It has to be sector under the banner of growth.
economy.” initiatives and tying people buying stocks, institutions, “innovative regulation” if “The longer the
The global financial businesses up inred bank stocks, some aspects of the listing | she becomes chancellor. data is disappointing
crisis triggered one of . tape. rules. It is reviving that entire chain of The shadow City minister on productivity, the
the largest ever | Analysis by the providing early stage finance to Siddiq Tulip has, however, more you're going to
overhauls of how the Institute for companies.” said that some measures to roll think you've got the
British financial sector Economic Affairs The Barclays chief’s comments back regulations by the balance wrong,” he says.
is regulated and how \ (IEA), a free-market | speak toa deeper issue: it is not just Conservatives as part of the The diagnosis has
risk is policed and think tank, has red tape holding back the City but a Edinburgh Reforms are been established, now
rewarded. found that cultural shift. “reckless”. the cure just needs to
Without it, there enforcing anti- “The treatment of people who invest She insisted in follow.

Canary Whartf architect quits as hub battles bank exodus | JP Morgan scraps bonus cap

By Adam Mawardi

SIR GEORGE IACOBESCU, who mas-
terminded Margaret Thatcher’s vision
for Canary Wharf, has quit the devel-
oper as it battles an exodus of banks
from the financial district.

Sir George will step down as non-ex-
ecufive chairman of the Canary Wharf
Investment Group (CWG), the owners
and developers of the docklands area,
after 36 years with the company.

He will be replaced by City grandee
Sir Nigel Wilson, the former chief exec-
utive of Legal & General, from July 1.

Sir George, who is the only Romani-
an-born person to have received a
knighthood, led the British property
company as chief executive from 1997
and as chairman from 2011.

He is credited with realising Marga-
ret Thatcher’s vision of regenerating
London’s depleted docklands into a
financial district as part of her free mar-
ket revolution.

Sir George oversaw the development
of the east London business centre
across three decades, helping attract

some of the world’s largest banks
including HSBC, JPMorgan, Morgan
Stanley and Citi.

The property tycoon also had a hand
in redeveloping Shell’s former head-
quarters on the South Bank and the
“Walkie Talkie” skyscraper.

Sir George was one of five executives
sent by Olympia & York, then the
world’s biggest developer, to inspect
the Canary Wharf site in 1987.

In an interview with The Telegraph in
2012, he said: “I went all the way from
central London to Canary Wharf and I
got totally lost. I had never been to Lon-
don. I got lost on Narrow Street and
found out why it is called Narrow Street.

“When I got to Canary Wharf the
structure of the DLR [Docklands Light
Railway] was built but it wasn’t working.
You wouldn’t have wanted to be there
past dark. There was no water and no
electricity. There was absolutely noth-
ing. I went back to New York and I wrote
a note to my boss saying: ‘Don’t touch it”

He said yesterday: “It has been the
honour and the challenge of a lifetime
to have worked with an extraordinary

group of people transforming a derelict
dock into a thriving mixed-use city dis-
trict. CWG is the first company on the
planet to have built an entirely new cen-
tral business district from scratch.”

His retirement comes amid a wave of
financial tenants abandoning Canary
Wharf in search of smaller offices in the
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Sir George lacobescu realised Thatcher's
vision for a financial hub in the docklands
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City of London following a shift to home
working during the pandemic.

The credit rating agency Moody’s in
March said it would leave Canary Wharf
after more than 15 years having picked a
new office near St Paul’s Cathedral.
HSBC last year announced plans to
ditch its 45-storey skyscraper at
8 Canada Square, which it has occupied
since 2002.

The bank will instead move to a
smaller base at the former BT head
office also near St Paul’s once its Canary
Wharf lease runs out in 2027.

Elite law firms Clifford Chance and
Skadden have also quit Canary Wharfin
favour of the Square Mile.

However, rival banks Barclays and
Morgan Stanley have chosen to remain,
while fintech company Revolut earlier
this month said that it would move its
global headquarters to Canary Wharf.

The retreat from London’s financial
centre has seen Canary Wharf Group
seek to reduce its reliance on banks by
reinventing itself as a hub for life
sciences while also developing residen-
tial and retail space.

ByMichael Bow

JP MORGAN has scrapped an EU bonus
cap for bankers in London, clearing
the way for them to earn 10 times
their salary.

In a boost for the City, the Wall Street
giant has overhauled rules limiting
bankers to earn twice their pay, which
were introduced by the European
Union after the financial crisis.

The post-Brexit move means a
JP Morgan employee earning a fixed
salary of £200,000 a year can receive a
bonus of up to £2m, as opposed to

£400,000 previously.

Goldman Sachs became the first Wall
Street bank to scrap the EU bonus cap
earlier this year by raising the maxi-
mum award to 25-times fixed pay.

The new rules will apply to so-called
“material risk-takers,” a special classifi-
cation of bank staff who can pose a risk
to the lender’s financial stability.

Salaries have been ramped up in
recent years to offset the bonus cap.

Bankers have been wary of giving up
higher levels of guaranteed fixed pay

for variable bonus payments. This is
because there is no guarantee they will
receive the same amount per year,
meaning things like mortgage agree-
ments can prove harder to obtain.

However, JP Morgan is not expected
to cut fixed pay for existing staff and
the bonus threshold is intended to
give it more flexibility to reward high
performers.

The bonus cap abolition will also
help London compete with New York
for talent.

Wall Street companies have often
been wary about moving staff from
New York to London, as bankers in the
US typically receive less in salary and
more in bonuses.

The bonus shake-up could also give
London an edge over EU financial capi-
tals such as Paris and Amsterdam.

A JP Morgan spokesman said: “We
believe we have developed one of the
most attractive and balanced pay struc-
tures in the industry. Fixed pay will
remain very competitive, and we will
have ample room to reward the highest
performers appropriately.”
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CUNARD

= AST MONTH MARKED QUEEN ANNE’S MAIDEN VOYAGE — WHY BOOK TODAY WITH
: ! —H i .-""".1 :_'*-. = ajal:f:g Ijﬂh'{r:-;'. | ‘:e: _:;fh B o N\
CELEBRATE A NEW CHAPTER OF CUNARD HISTORY READER OFFERS LTD
' Last month, almost 3,000 guests and more than 1,200 crew T\ P | [f THE UK'S NO.TINDEPENDENT
| CRUISE SPECIALIST

set sail from Southampton on the maiden voyage of Queen
Anne, the 249" vessel in the storied history of Cunard.
Queen Anne’s breathtaking interiors take inspiration from the

past to define a striking new design direction for the future.

[_’f' ABTA & ATOL PROTECTED

1 ~/{ SPREAD THE COST OF YOUR
' HOLIDAY - PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE

Come on board to discover a ship that is modern, yet timeless. |
A ship that offers both exciting, novel experiences, as well as | WHAT’S INCLUDED
the much-loved signature venues. | IN YOUR EXCLUSIVE READER OFFERS

You still have the chance to be a part of Cunard’s history! Book EXCLUSIVE SALE

today to secure your place.

EXCLUSIVE SAVINGS
TH +
19 NIGHTS DEPARTING 7' SEPTEMBER 2025 orupTo £1 ,000‘
SEPTEMBER 2025 Fri19 Messina, Sicily
Sun7 Embarkthe brand new Oueen Anne and Transit the Messina Strait
depart Southampton Mon 22 Granada (from Malaga), Spain JUST A DEPOSIT REQUIRED TO
. " SECURE YOUR STATEROOM/SUITE
Wed 10 Seville (from Cadiz), Spain Malaga, a sun-drenched jewel on Spain’s
Sun 14 Heraklion, Crete, Greece Costa del Sol, beckons with a vibrant blend
Heraklion, the vibrant ghef“k“ﬂn’ G‘r@@oﬂ of history, culture and ) SAIL ON BOARD THE BRAND

coastal allure. The
birthplace of Picasso
enchants with

NEW QUEEN ANNE

capital of Crete, is
a blend of ancient

COMPLIMENTARY
ON BOARD SPEND OF UP TO $1,210°

wonders and modern
delights. Home to
the legendary Palace

rich architectural Rl L e T
heritage, from the by

Alcazaba fortress to the
of Knossos, a testament

COMPLIMENTARY

Renaissance cathedral

to the Minoan civilisation, Heraklion invites : .
» . ’ FUZR A SR CAR PARKING* OR COACH TRANSFERS
RAiore 1o JoRmey throigh 7 G Dates not mentioned are spent relaxing at sea
time S e .
Mon 15 Ephesus (from S T YOUR EXCLUSIVE WHITE STAR FINE DINING,
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