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Property values in
Hollywood and a few
other central enclaves
are bucking the trend.
What'’s going on?

By ANDREW KHOURI

Afewblocks from the cor-
ner of Western and Melrose,
the 1920s bungalow on Lem-
on Grove Avenue had a cer-
tain charm. The original
hardwood floors were well
i Kkept, the kitchen and bath

TSl g R A i K : I - updated for modern tastes.

- ?"-'- A gl W R SO R i b Ao U A U For sale at $875,000, the
. ; : { At ks il Hollywood listing boasted
WALLY SKALIJ Los Angeles Times that the house was featured

BOB ZAUGH visits federal Judge Harry Pregerson’s grave site at Los Angeles National Cemetery each Memorial Day and Veterans Day. in the 1970s classic film “Chi-
natown” and was minutes
away from the studios. The
COLUMN ONE world’s most famous sign is
visible from the dining room.

Bound ' Activists strive to follow California, |55

® price by $50,000.
z' 627‘ ° ° “Some people felt the
rotect abortion rights at the polls | merssmame
explained Bobby Duarte,
thelisting agent.
0%07/. Across the city, county
Nevada organizers last boring Nevada seeking to and state, home prices are
° month celebrated a flood of vot- amend the state constitution ontherise. Butin Hollywood
er signaturesin support of plac- 141 1 must be approved by voters in and a handful of other cen-
Zn drﬂ’ if ing a measure ensuring abor- Inltlatlve Cffor tS ar c two consecutive general elec- tral Los Angeles neighbor-
tion rights on the November . tions. hoods, the opposite is hap-
ballot. afOOt 1mn Nevada and “We will have to go through pening.
But their work isn’t over — the process all overagain,” Tova Home prices in Holly-
not even close. Yampolsky, the campaign man- wood fell 3% in May com-
ThC StOI‘y of a young Nevada is among about a Other States' B Ut ager for Nevadans for Repro- pared with a year earlier and
Vietnam War resister dozen states where abortion . . . . ductive Freedom, said in May have now dropped on an an-
Mari ud ’ rights activists are working to ICgISIaUVC ]OCkCYlIlg from a coffee shop just minutes nual basis every month since
an ex-iviarine judge, put the protection of reproduc- . . from the casinos alongthe Strip December 2022, according
and the case that tive freedoms into voters’ IS maklng the as signatures were being offi- to data from Zillow.
T hands, as California did two cially tallied by election officials At $994,522, the average
Changed thelr 11V€S' years ago. But unlike in liberal h d across the state. Hollywood home price is 8%
_— California, organizers in some pr OCCSS ar CI. For organizers such as Yam- below the peak in the neigh-
By Doua SMITH of those states must navigate a polsky, that means at least two borhood.
- patchwork of onerous bureau- BY MACKENZIE MAYS more years of uncertainty in an Across the city of L.A.,
cratic hurdles and overcome REPORTING FROM LAS VEGAS already uncertain political values are near a record and
he aging draft hostile political opposition. landscape after the TU.S. 6% higher than in May 2023.
resister came Ballot measures in neigh- [See Initiatives, A7] Countywide, prices are at an
early tobeat the [See Housing, A7]
Memorial Day
observance at

Los Angeles National Ceme-
tery. Heangled through | WILLIE MAYS, 1931 - 2024
rows of white headstones,
treading on immaculately
tended grass. He stopped at

s Known for “The Catch,” and by many as best of the best

his thoughts since that day

and-1 count, threw a fourth-

By MikE KUPPER pitch fastball and Wertz tagged

in 1970. what would have been a three-
As a22-year-old in 1967, t came to be known simply run homer to center field any-
Bob Zaugh had found a as “The Catch,” and is, where else.
purpose in his life more perhaps, the most recog- Not in the Polo Grounds.
important than school, nized defensive play in Mays, playing a shallow cen-
career or even freedom. It baseball’slong and storied ter field, was off at the crack of
was arecognition of the history, the play that made ris- the bat and, running hard with
commonality of all humans ing star Willie Mays famous. his back to the plate, caught up
that meant he could not It was the first game of the to the ball just steps from the

support the Vietnam Waror | 1954 World Series between the
the system that sent young Cleveland Indians and New

wall, snagged it over his left
shoulder, pivoted quickly and

men to fight init. York Giants in New York’s old rifled the ball back into the in-
SoonDec.4,1967, the Polo Grounds. field to prevent the runner from
second national draft card The Polo Grounds, the Gi- scoring from second, losing his

turn-in day, he joined other ants’ home field, was an old sta-
resisters at First Unitarian dium reminiscent of a gigantic
Church of Los Angeles on bathtub. The foul-line dis-
West 8th Street in symboli- tances were short, 277 feet in left
cally dropping theircardsin | field, 258 in right, but the cen-

cap and his balance in the proc-
ess. The Giants escaped the in-
ning unscathed, then won the
game in the 10th on pinch-hitter
Dusty Rhodes’ 270-foot pop-fly

a goblet. ter-field fence, the far rim of the homer over the right-field fence
At the height of the na- tub, was 455 feet from home on the way to a four-game
tion’s struggle of conscience | plate. sweep.
over the Vietnam War, that Cleveland’s Vic Wertz, alefty, - s Mays, who the San Fran-
decision had multiple pos- came to bat with runners on Associated Press cisco Giants announced died
sible consequences for a first and second inthe eighthin- . s Tuesday at age 93, went on to a
young man: ostracism by ning of a 2-2 tie, facing another . .HE COUL_D D_O IT ALL Hall of Fame career as the flam-
friends and family, loss of lefty, Don Liddle, just in from Wllhe Mays, who th}*llled fans with his running basket catches, 1ed the boyant “Say Hey Kid” — many
employment opportunities, | thebullpen. Liddle, working a 2- Giants to three National League pennants and a World Series victory. [See Mays, A5]

and lifetime stigma as being
unpatriotic or worse —a
coward. Not to mention

rison time. \ . o . , , . Do . .
P When Case 5787, United North Korea and | Seeking justice | State scrambles | Weather - mIalEBe v 8 Sailel ek
S00 . . i . i ! Some sun. | partially recycled paper. ‘ ;

States of America vs. Russia sign pact | for land seizures | toregulate Al | T A Basin: 81/60. B6 i

Robert Paul Zaugh, wenton | - Strategic agreement | State legislation could | California legislators . ’ ’

trial on Tuesday, May 26, pledges mutual aid if i help people of color i craft bills to prevent i For the latest news, !

1970, Zaugh came prepared either country faces i finally get restitution. | societal harm beforeit’s | £o to latimes.com.

toadmit to E}Sle tvs]g) Cgiriei%] “aggression.” WORLD, A3 | CALIFORNIA, Bi i too late. BUSINESS, A6 i i 7135944100200 5
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Hundreds die
amid intense

heat during Haj;

By SAmMY MAGDY

MECCA, Saudi Arabia —
Hundreds of people died
during this year’s Hajj pil-
grimage in Saudi Arabia as
the faithful faced intense
high temperatures at Islam-
ic holy sites in the desert
kingdom, officials said
Wednesday as people tried
to claim their loved ones’
bodies.

Saudi Arabia has not
commented onthe death toll
amid the heat during the pil-
grimage, required of every
able Muslim once in their
life, nor offered any causes
for those who died. However,
hundreds of people had
lined up at the Emergency
Complex in the Al-Muaisem
neighborhood in Mecca, try-
ing to get information about
their missing family mem-
bers.

One list circulating on-
line suggested at least 550
people died during the five-
day Hajj.

A medicwho spoke tothe
Associated Press on condi-
tion of anonymity to discuss
information not released
publicly by the government
said that the names listed
appeared genuine. That
medic and another official
who also spoke on condition
of anonymity said they be-
lieved at least 600 bodies
were at the facility.

Deaths aren’t uncom-
mon at the Hajj, which at
times has drawn more than
2 million people to Saudi
Arabia. There have been
stampedes and epidemics
through the pilgrimage’s
history.

Eachyear, the Hajj draws
hundreds of thousands of
pilgrims from low-income
nations, “many of whom
have had little, if any, pre-
Hajj healthcare,” an article
in the April edition of the
Journal of Infection and
Public Health said. Commu-
nicable illnesses can spread
among the gathered masses,
many of whom saved their
entirelives for theirtripsand
can be elderly with pre-
existing health conditions,
the paper added.

However, the number of
dead this year suggests
something caused the num-
ber of deaths to swell. Al-

ready, several countries, in-
cluding Jordan and Tunisia,
have said some of their pil-
grims died because of the
heat that swept across the
holy sites at Mecca.

Temperatures on Tues-
day reached 117 degrees in
Mecca and the sacred sites
in and around the city, ac-
cording to the Saudi Na-
tional Center for Meteorolo-
gy. Onlookers saw some peo-
ple faint while trying to per-
form the symbolic stoning of
the devil.

At the Grand Mosque in
Mecca, temperatures
reached 125 degrees on Mon-
day, though pilgrims had al-
ready left for Mina, author-
ities said.

Others lost track of their
loved ones in the heat and
the crowds. More than
1.83 million Muslims per-
formed the Hajj in 2024, in-
cluding more than 1.6 million
pilgrims from 22 countries,
and around 222,000 Saudi
citizens and residents, ac-
cording to the Saudi Hajj au-
thorities.

On Wednesday at the
medical complex in Mecca,
an official read out the
names of the dead and their
nationalities, which in-
cluded people from Algeria,
Egypt and India. Those who
said they were kin of the
dead were allowed inside to

identify the deceased.
The AP could not inde-
pendently confirm the

causes of death for those
bodies held at the complex.

Saudi Arabia has spent
billions of dollars on crowd
control for those attending
the annual five-day pilgrim-
age, but the sheer number of
participants makes ensur-
ing their safety difficult.

Climate change could
maketheriskevengreater. A
2019 study by experts at the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology found that even
if the world succeeds in miti-
gating the worst effects of
climate change, the Hajj
would be held in tempera-
tures exceeding an “extreme
danger threshold” from 2047
to 2052, and from 2079 to
2086.

Magdy writes for the
Associated Press. AP writer
Jon Gambrell in Dubai
contributed to this report.
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PATRICK SEMANSKY Associated Press

THEN-PRESIDENT Trump, left, was widely panned for his performance in his September 2020 debate with
Joe Biden. Both candidates have a lot of convincing to do on June 27 — but what more can voters hope to learn?

‘Will you shut up, man?’ The
rematch few want approaches

Rewatching Biden and Trump’s first debate in 2020 inspires little hope

SHELBY GRAD

here are prob-

ably few things

anyone wants to

dolessright now

than think back
t02020. The year of the
COVID-19 lockdowns, mass
death, racial upheaval — on
top of the ugliest presiden-
tial election in memory.

Yet I found myself turn-
ing back the clock to
Sept. 29, 2020, to the highly
anticipated first debate
between Joe Biden and
Donald Trump. The lead-up
had focused on whether a
debate was even safe with
the pandemic still in full
swing — and some Biden
supporters begged him to
stay as far away as possible
from the resident of that
super-spreader White
House.

Iremember the debate
as being ugly. But watching
it again this week, it was also
painful and kind of embar-
rassing.

Some choice lines for the
history books:

“Keep yapping, man.”

“Will you shut up, man?”

“It’s hard to get any word
in with this clown.”

“You graduated either
the lowest or almost the
lowest inyour class.”

“Don’t ever use the word
‘smart’ with me ... there’s
nothing smart about you,
Joe.”

The pundits were quick
with pronouncements. The
general consensus was that
Trump was unhinged and
Biden did fine. Trump “bul-
lied, bulldozed and obfus-
cated” (CNN), talked “inco-
herently” and other times
rattled off “unfounded and

baseless attacks” (NBC),
spewed “misleading claims
and outright lies” (New York
Times), and showed he had
“nothing but contempt for
the values and norms that
are essential to democracy”
(Washington Post).

Even the Wall Street
Journal’s right-wing editori-
al page found little to like
about Trump:

“The president bounced
from subject to subject so
frequently that it was hard
to figure out what he hoped
to say beyond that Joe Bid-
enis controlled by the
Democratic left. Even when
moderator Chris Wallace
asked a question that
played to the strengths of
hisrecord — such ason the
economy — Mr. Trump
couldn’t stick to the theme
without leaping to attack
Mr. Biden.”

Yes, Fox News ran to
Trump’s defense, but it was
clear they were doing dam-
age control.

But how much impact
did the debate really have?

Well, there was alot of
debate about that. Trump
was already trailing in the
polls. Polls taken after the
debate showed most voters
thought Biden had won. Yet
a FiveThirtyEight analysis
suggested the debate really
did not change all that many
minds.

But post-debate polls
showed something else.

Americawas disgusted.

A CBS survey said re-
spondents “overwhelmingly
called the debate’s tone
negative, and most said
they felt annoyed watching
it.” In a Politico poll, “more
than half of those who
watched said they did not

enjoy the 90 minutes of
prime-time programming.”

I could not stop thinking
about these reviews as we
“look forward” to the up-
coming June 27 rematch.

It’s been less than four
years, but feels like much
longer. Before Jan. 6. Before
much of the Republican
Party decided shocking lies
about a “stolen” election
must be its North Star.
Before even mildly criticiz-
ing Trump was career sui-
cide for anyone with an “R”
next to their name. Before
some of bold-face America’s
business titans — who used
to crave control and stabil-
ity at all costs — got “Trump
curious.” Before high con-
sumer prices and rising
interest rates battered
pocketbooks and soured the
national mood even more.

The American electorate
is more divided than ever —
and the question is not how
ugly this debate will get but
whether there are many
minds left to convince.
Everyone expects huge
ratings — but I'm curious
how many will tune in as
voters searching for an-
swers vs. viewers there for
some counterprogramming
that will have their views
pre-confirmed.

It all depends on what
happens, which I amnot
here to predict.

But there is so much
evidence most people want
to tune out from this elec-
tion, not tune in. “News
fatigue” has brought tough
times and falling traffic for
news organizations hoping
alucrative 2024 “Trump
bump” could help their
flagging businesses. CNN
(and MSNBC and even Fox)

have seen ratings crater,
and the debateisseenasa
quick (but everyone seems
to agree temporarily) fix.

The ultimate hate
watch? Pollsters are de-
scribing a growing number
of voters as “double haters.”

One question I wonder
about is whether there will
be any consensus about
what actually happens at
the debate. A pollin March
found that Americans are
even divided over whether
democracy is working (a bit
of good news: Most respond-
ents believe America will
remain a democracy —
through their own life-
times!).

Let’s face it: Neither of
these aging men is as sharp
as he once was. Are there
voters out there still curious
tolearn surprising new
insights about two people
who have been on the public
stage for four decades?

Trump and Biden both
have alot of convincing to
do. Trump, despite his
surprisingly strong polling,
faces disengaged support-
ers. And a poll last fall found
52% of voters don’t approve
of Biden’s performance —in
deep blue California!

And that means both will
come out fighting. CNN is
reportedly preparing for the
worst, including making
sure “each man’s micro-
phone will be muted when it
isnot his turnto speak.”

Will we look back at “Will
you shut up, man?” as ahigh
point in debate dialogue?

This column originally
appeared in the Times
Politics newsletter. To
subscribe, visit latimes.com/
newsletters.

Protesters vandalize Stonehenge

Two climate activists
are arrested after the
monument is sprayed
with orange paint.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

LONDON — Two climate
protesters were arrested
Wednesday after spraying
orange paint on the ancient
Stonehenge monument in
southern England, police
said.

The latest act by the
group Just Stop Oil was
quickly condemned by
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak
as a “disgraceful act of van-
dalism.” Labor leader Keir
Starmer, his main opponent
in the election next month,
called the group “pathetic”
and said the damage was
“outrageous.”

The incident came just a
day before thousands are ex-
pectedtogatheratthe4,500-
year-old stone circle to cele-
brate the summer solstice —
the longest day of the yearin
the Northern Hemisphere.

Just Stop Oil

U.K. LEADERS from both major parties denounced
the defacing of Stonehenge by two activists, pictured.

English Heritage, which
manages the site, said the
vandalism was “extremely
upsetting” and said curators
were investigating the dam-
age. Just Stop Oilsaid onthe
social media platform X that
the paint was made of corn-
starch and would dissolve in
the rain.

Wiltshire police said the
pair were arrested on suspi-
cion of damaging one of the
world’s most famous prehis-

toric monuments and a
UNESCO World Heritage
Site.

Stonehenge was built on
the flatlands of the Salis-
bury Plain in stages starting
5,000 years ago, with the
unique stone circle erected
in the late Neolithic period

about 2,500 BC.
Some of the stones,
called Dbluestones, are

known to have come from
southwest Wales, nearly 150

miles away, but the origins of
othersremain a mystery.

Just Stop Oil is one of
many groups around Eu-
rope that have gained atten-
tion — and received a lot of
criticism — for disrupting
sporting events, splashing
paint and food on famous
works of art and interrupt-
ing traffic to draw attention
to global warming.

The group said it acted in
response to the Labor Par-
ty’s recent election mani-
festo.

Labor has said that if it
wins the election on July 4, it
would not issue further li-
censes for oil and gas explo-
ration. Just Stop Oil backs
the moratorium but said it
doesn’t go far enough.

In a statement, the group
said Labor, which is leading
in polls and widely expected
by pundits and politicians to
lead the next government,
needs to sign a treaty
to phase out fossil fuels by
2030.

“Continuing to burn coal,
oil and gas will result in the
death of millions,” the group
said in a statement.
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Russia, North Korea sign mutual aid pact

The deal, which pledges help if either country faces ‘aggression,” may be the strongest since the Cold War

BY ANIRUDDHA GHOSAL
AND KiMm TONG-HYUNG

HANOI — Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin and
North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un signed an agree-
ment in North Korea’s capi-
tal Wednesday that pledges
mutual aid if either country
faces “aggression,” a strate-
gic pact that comes as both
face escalating standoffs
with the West.

Details of the deal were
not immediately clear, but it
could mark the strongest
connection between Mos-
cow and Pyongyang since
the end of the Cold War.
Both leaders described it as
a major upgrade of their re-
lations, covering security,
trade, investment, cultural
and humanitarian ties.

The Pyongyang summit,
Putin’s first visit to North
Korea in 24 years, came as
the U.S. and its allies ex-
pressed growing concerns
over a possible arms ar-
rangement in which North
Korea provides Russia with
badly needed munitions for
its war in Ukraine, in ex-
change for economic assist-
ance and technology trans-
fers that could enhance the
threat posed by Kim’s nucle-
ar weapons and missile pro-
gram.

From North Korea, Putin
traveled to Vietnam, where
he exited his plane ontoared
carpet and briefly shook
hands with dignitaries while
soldiers in white dress uni-
forms stood at attention. In
Hanoi, Putin is scheduled to
meet with Vietnam’s most
powerful politician, Com-
munist Party General Secre-
tary Nguyen Phu Trong, and
new President To Lam, as
the Russian leader seeks to
strengthen ties with a long-
time partner.

During Putin’s visit to
Pyongyang, Kim said the
two countries had a “fiery
friendship,” and that the
deal was their “strongest-
evertreaty,” putting the rela-
tionship at thelevel of an alli-
ance. He vowed full support
for Russia’s war in Ukraine.

Putin called it a “break-
through document” reflect-
ing shared desires to move
relations to a higherlevel.

North Korea and the So-
viet Union signed a treaty in
1961, which experts say ne-
cessitated Moscow’s mili-

-5
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GAVRIIL GRIGOROV Kremlin Pool Photo

RUSSIA’S Vladimir Putin, left, visits Kim Jong Un in Pyongyang. Putin thanked North Korea for its support
in the war in Ukraine, which Putin called a “fight against the imperialist hegemonistic policies” of the West.

tary intervention if North
Korea came under attack.
The deal was discarded after
the collapse of the USSR, re-
placed by one in 2000 that of-
fered weaker security assur-
ances. It wasn’t immediately
clearifthe new deal provides
a similar level of protection
as the 1961 treaty.

Kim met Putin at the air-
port, where the two shook
hands, hugged twice and
rode togetherin a limousine.
The huge motorcade rolled
through the capital’s
brightly lighted streets,
where buildings were deco-
rated with giant Russian
flags and portraits of Putin.

After spending the night
at a state guesthouse, Putin
was welcomed Wednesday
morning in a ceremony at
the city’s main square, filled
with what appeared to be
tens of thousands of specta-
tors, including children with
balloons and people in coor-
dinated T-shirts of the red,
white and blue national col-
ors of both countries.
Crowds lining the streets
chanted, “Welcome Putin,”
and waved flowers and flags.

Putin and Kim saluted an
honor guard and walked

across ared carpet. Kim in-
troduced key members ofhis
leadership including For-
eign Minister Choe Son Hui;
top aide and ruling party
Secretary Jo Yong Won; and
the leader’s powerful sister,
Kim Yo Jong.

At their talks, Putin
thanked Kim for North Ko-
rea’s support in UKraine,
part of what he said was a
“fight against the imperialist
hegemonistic policies of the
U.S.andits satellites against
the Russian Federation.”

Putin praised ties that he
traced to the Soviet army
fighting the Japanese mili-
tary on the Korean penin-
sula at the end of World War
11, and Moscow’s support for
Pyongyang during the Kore-
an War.

What kind of support was
pledged in the agreement
was not spelled out. Expla-
nations of the agreement by
the leaders did not specify
what the “mutual assist-
ance” would be in the event
of aggression against either
country — troops, materiel
or some other sort of aid.

Kim has used similar lan-
guage before, consistently
saying North Korea sup-

American
soldier 1s
convicted
in Russia

The 34-year-old,
accused of theft and
murder threats, gets
nearly four years.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

MOSCOW — A court in
Russia’s far eastern city of
Vladivostok on Wednesday
convicted a visiting Ameri-
can soldier of stealing and
making threats of murder,
and it sentenced him to
three years and nine months
in prison.

Staff Sgt. Gordon Black,
34, flew to the Pacific port
city to see his girlfriend and
was arrested last month af-
ter she accused him of steal-
ing from her, according to
U.S. officials and Russian
authorities.

Russia’s state news agen-
cies Tass and RIA Novosti
reported that the judge in
Pervomaisky District Court
in Vladivostok also ordered
Black to pay about $115 in
damages. Prosecutors had
asked for a sentence of four
years and eight months in
prison.

Black’s case occurs amid
tensions over Russia’s ar-
rests of American
journalists and other U.S.
nationals as the fighting in
Ukraine continues.

Russia has jailed a num-
ber of Americans, including
corporate security executive

Paul Whelan and Wall Street
Journal reporter Evan
Gershkovich.

The U.S. government has
designated both men as
wrongfully detained and has
been trying to negotiate

Associated Press

STAFF Sgt. Gordon Black in a glass cage in a court-
room in Vladivostok, a Pacific port city in Russia.

theirrelease.

Others detained include
Travis Leake, a musician
who had been living in Rus-
sia for years and was ar-
rested last year on drug-re-
lated charges; Marc Fogel, a
teacher in Moscow who was
sentenced to 14 years in pris-
on, alsoondrug charges; and
dual nationals Alsu Kurma-
sheva and Ksenia Khavana.

The U.S. State Depart-

ment strongly advises
American citizens not to
travel to Russia.

Black was on leave and in
the process of returning to
his home base at Ft. Ca-
vazos, Texas, from South
Korea, where he had been
stationed.

Cynthia Smith, an Army
spokesperson, said Black
signed out for his move back
home and, “instead of re-
turning to the continental
United States, Black flew
from Incheon, Republic of
Korea, through China to
Vladivostok, Russia, for per-
sonalreasons.”

Under Pentagon policy,
servicemembers must get
clearance for any interna-
tional travel from a security
manager or commander.

The Army said last
month that Black hadn’t
sought such travel clearance

and it wasn’t authorized by
the Defense Department.
Given the hostilities in
Ukraine and threats to the
U.S. and its military, it is
extremely  unlikely he
would have been granted ap-
proval.

Black’s girlfriend, Al-
exandra Vashchuk, told re-
porters this month that he
was arrested after “a simple
domestic dispute,” during
which Black “became ag-
gressive and attacked” her.

“He then stole money
from my wallet and I didn’t
give him permission to do
it,” Vashchuk said.

On Wednesday, she told
Russian news outlet Gaze-
ta.ru that she considers the
sentence “quite humane”
and described Black as “vi-
olent and unable to control
himself.”

U.S. officials have said
that Black, who is married,
met Vashchuk in South Ko-
rea.
According to U.S. offi-
cials, she had lived in South
Korea, and last fall she and
Black got into a domestic
dispute or altercation. After
that, she left South Korea. It
isn’t clearif she was forced to
leave or what, if any, role
South Korean authorities
had in the matter.

ports what he describes as a
just action to protect Rus-
sia’s interests and blaming
the crisis on the West’s “heg-
emonic policy.”

North Korea is under
heavy U.N. Security Council
sanctions over its weapons
program, while Russia also
faces sanctions by the U.S.
and its Western partners
over its invasion of Ukraine.

U.S. and South Korean
officials accuse the North of
providing Russia with ar-
tillery, missiles and other
military equipment for use
in UKkraine, possibly in re-
turn for military technolo-
gies and aid. On Tuesday, a
U.S. State Department
spokesman said that Wash-
ington in recent months has
seen North Korea “unlaw-
fully transfer dozens of bal-
listic missiles and over 11,000
containers of munitions to
aid Russia’s war effort.”

Pyongyang and Moscow
deny accusations of weap-
ons transfers, which would
violate multiple U.N. Securi-
ty Council sanctions that
Russia previously endorsed.

Along with China, Russia
has provided political cover
for Kim’s efforts to advance

his nuclear arsenal, repeat-
edly blocking U.S.-led efforts
to impose fresh United Na-
tions sanctions on Pyong-
yang over its weapons tests.
In March, a Russian veto
in the Security Council
ended monitoring of U.N.
sanctions against North
Korea over its nuclear pro-
gram, prompting Western
accusations that Moscow is
seeking to avoid scrutiny as

it buys weapons from
Pyongyang.
Putin’s foreign affairs ad-

visor Yuri Ushakov told re-
porters in Pyongyang the
leaders exchanged gifts af-
ter the talks. Putin pre-
sented Kim with a Russian-
made Aurus limousine and
other gifts, including a tea
set and a naval officer’s dag-
ger. Ushakov said Kim’s pre-
sents to Putin included art-
work depicting the Russian
leader.

Later, Putin and Kim at-
tended a concert featuring
marching soldiers, weap-
ons-throwing, dancing and
patriotic  songs. Putin
clapped and spoke to Kim
through an interpreter, say-
ing something that made
both laugh.

At a dinner before he left
for Vietnam, Putin cited a
proverb that said “a close
neighboris better than a dis-
tant relative,” while Kim
toasted the “immortality of
the invincible DPRK-Russia
relations that are the envy of
the world,” using the initials
of North Korea’s official
name, the Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea.

The Kremlin’s website
said the leaders signed an
agreement to build a road
bridge on their border, and
another on cooperation in
healthcare, medical educa-
tion and science. Putin also
said that Russia would not
rule out developing military-
technical cooperation with
North Korea.

In Washington, U.S. Sec-
retary of State Antony J.
Blinken said Putin’s visit il-
lustrates how Russia tries,
“in desperation, to develop
and to strengthen relations
with countries that can pro-
vide it with what it needs to
continue the war of aggres-
sion that it started against
Ukraine.”

Koo Byoungsam, spokes-
person of South Korea’s Uni-
fication Ministry, which han-
dles inter-Korean affairs,
said the Seoul government
was still interpreting the re-
sults of the summit, includ-
ing what Russia’s response
might be if the North comes
under attack.

Sam Greene of the Cen-
ter for European Policy
Analysis said Putin’s trip to
Pyongyang is an indication
of how beholden he is to
some other countries since
invading UKraine. Previ-
ously, “it was always the
North Koreans coming to
Russia. It wasn’t the other
way around,” he said.

The trip is a good way to
make “the West nervous” by
demonstrating Moscow has
interests and clout beyond
UKkraine, Greene added.

The North could also
seek to increase labor ex-
ports to Russia and other
activities to get foreign cur-
rency in defiance of U.N.
sanctions, according to the
Institute for National Secu-
rity Strategy, a think tank
run by South Korea’s main
sSpy agency.

Associated Press writers
Ghosal and Kim reported
from Hanoi and Seoul,
respectively.

Far-right leader in France
backpedals on NATO split

ASSOCIATED PRESS

VILLEPINTE, France —
The far-right leader angling
tobecome prime minister af-
ter France’s upcoming par-
liamentary election back-
tracked Wednesday on his
party’s previous promise to
pull out of NATO’s strategic
military command.

National Rally President
Jordan Bardella said at the
Eurosatory arms show out-
side Paris in Villepinte that
he “doesn’t plan to question
the commitments France
has made on the interna-
tional stage” if voters give his
party a majority that en-
ables him to lead a new gov-
ernment, in what would be
an awkward power-sharing
arrangement with President
Emmanuel Macron.

Referring to Russia’s full-
scale invasion of Ukraine,
Bardella said that “France
mustn’t leave NATO’s mili-
tary command while we are
at war, because it would con-
siderably weaken France’s
responsibility on the Euro-
pean scene and, obviously,
its credibility with regard to
its allies.”

The comments pulled
back from a campaign
promise made by his party in
its manifesto for the 2022
French presidential elec-
tion. “The priority will be to
leave the integrated NATO
command,” the 2022 mani-
festo read, a move that
would have taken French
military staff out of the
NATO body that plans oper-
ations, and weakened Fran-
ce’srole and influence within
the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization.

The latest about-face
comes as the National Rally
is toning down previously
announced positions in an
attempt to win voters out-
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MicHEL EULER Associated Press
FRENCH prime min-
ister hopeful Jordan
Bardella arrives at an
arms show near Paris.

side its traditional base be-
fore the June 30 and July 7
two-round parliamentary
elections — the party’s first
real chance of forming a gov-
ernment.

In spite of his comments
regarding NATO, Bardella
maintained that he’s firmly
against sending troops to
UKkraine.

“Iam opposed, unlike the
president of the republic, to
sending troops and sending
French soldiers to Ukraine,
because I believe that first of
all, a majority of French peo-
ple is opposed to this deci-
sion,” he said. Macron said in
March that sending Western
troops into UKkraine
shouldn’t be ruled out.

Bardella said that he sup-
ported sending continued
French supplies of weap-
onry, ammunition and other
military equipment and sup-
port to Ukraine “to enable
UKkraine to protect itself,”
but that he was also wary of
the risk of any direct escala-
tion with Russia, noting that
it is nuclear-armed like
France.

“My position has not
changed. It is ... to hold the
front and at the same time to
avoid any risk of escalation
with Russia, because Russia

is anuclear power,” he said.

Bardella’s “Euroskeptic”
anti-immigration National
Rally party, and particularly
its former presidential can-
didate Marine Le Pen, are
known for close ties to Rus-
sia. Le Pen has expressed
reservations about supply-
ing Ukraine with additional
arms.

Earlier this month, Mac-
ron dissolved the lower
house of France’s Parlia-
ment in a surprise an-
nouncement, sending voters
back to the polls, after his
party was handed a hum-
bling defeat by the far right
in the European Parliament
election.

With his centrist bloc
squeezed by the National
Rally on the right and a
newly formed coalition of
parties on the left that have
banded together against the
farright’s surge, Macron and
his legislative candidates
are trying to steer voters
back to the middle ground of
French politics and away
from what he describes as
the extremes.

On Tuesday, Macron
took aim at a campaign
pledge by the left-wing New
Popular Front coalition to
make it easier for people to
change gender in their
paperwork. It is proposing
that mayors and their depu-
ties be empowered to handle
such requests, which are

currently managed by
French courts.
Macron described the

proposal as “completely
ludicrous,” in a seeming
appeal to conservative vot-
ers.

His comment dismayed
campaigners for LGBTQ+
people. Campaign group
SOS Homophobie posted on
social media, “So the strate-
gyisclear: exploit minorities
in the race for power.”
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Some rejoice, some left out of new immigration plan

BY VALERIE GONZALEZ
AND JUAN A. LOZANO

HOUSTON — Hundreds
of thousands of immigrants
had reason to rejoice when
President Biden unveiled a
highly expansive plan to ex-
tend legal status to spouses
of U.S. citizens, but, inevi-
tably, some were left out.

Claudia Zuniga, 35, mar-
ried in 2017, 10 years after her
husband came to the United
States. He moved to Ciudad
Juarez, Mexico, after they
wed, knowing that, by law, he
had to live outside the coun-
try for years to gain legal
status. “Our lives took a 180-
degree turn,” she said.

Biden announced Tues-
day that his administration
will, in coming months, allow
U.S. citizens’ spouses with-
out legal status to apply for
permanent residency and
eventually citizenship with-
out havingtofirst depart the
country for up to 10 years.
About 500,000 immigrants
may benefit, according to
senior administration offi-
cials.

To qualify, an immigrant
must have lived in the
United States for 10 years
and be married to a U.S. citi-
zen, both as of Monday.
Zuniga’s husband is ineligi-
ble because he wasn’t in the
United States.

“Imagine, it would be a
dream come true,” said
Zuniga, who works part time
in her father’s transporta-
tion business in Houston.
“My husband could be with
us. We could focus on the
well-being of our children.”

Every immigration bene-
fit — even those as sweeping
as Biden’s election-year offer
—hasacutoffdate and other
eligibility requirements. In
September, the Democratic
president expanded tempo-
rary status for nearly 500,000
Venezuelans who were living
in the United States on
July 31, 2023. Those who had
arrived a day later were out
ofluck.

The Obama-era Deferred
Action for Childhood Ar-
rivals program, known as
DACA, which has shielded

JAE C. HONG Associated Press

BRENDA VALLE with husband Antonio, who has been a U.S. citizen since 2001.
“We can start planning more long term,” she said of President Biden’s new policy.

from deportation hundreds
of thousands of people who
were brought to the United
States as children, required
applicants to be in the
United States on June 15,
2012, and continuously for
the previous five years.

About 11 million spouses
who are in the country il-
legally are married to U.S.
citizens, according to the ad-
vocacy group FWD.us,
meaning hundreds of thou-
sands won’t qualify because
they were in the United
States forless than 10 years.

Immigration advocates
were generally thrilled with
the scope of Tuesday’s an-
nouncement, just as Biden’s
critics called it a misguided
giveaway.

Angelica Martinez, 36,
wiped away tears as she sat
next toher children, 14 and 6,
and watched Biden’s an-
nouncement at the Houston
office of FIEL, an immigrant
advocacy group. A U.S. citi-
zen since 2013, she described
a flood of emotions, includ-
ing regret that her husband
couldn’t travel to Mexico
when his mother died five
years ago.

“Sadness, joy all at the
same time,” said Martinez,

whose husband arrived in
Houston 18 years ago.
BrendaValle of Los Ange-
les, whose husband has been
a U.S. citizen since 2001 and,
like her, was born in Mexico,

renews her DACA permit ev-
ery two years. “We can start
planning more long term, for
the future, instead of what
we can do for the next two
years,” she said.

Magdalena Gutiérrez of
Chicago, who has been mar-
ried to a U.S. citizen for 22
years and has three daugh-
ters who are citizens, said
she had “a little more hope”
after Biden’s announce-
ment. Gutiérrez, 43, is eager
to travel more across the
United States without fear-
ing an encounter with law
enforcement that could lead
to her being deported.

Allyson Batista, a retired
Philadelphia teacher and
U.S.citizen, who married her
Brazilian husband 20 years
ago, recalled being told by
lawyer that he could leave
the country for 10 years or
“remain in the shadows and
wait for a change in the law.”

“Initially, when we got
married, I was naive and
thought, ‘OK, but I'm
American. Thisisn’t going to
be a problem. We’re going to
fix this,”” Batista said. “I
learned very early on that we
were facing a pretty dire cir-
cumstance and that there
would be no way for us to
move forward in an immi-
gration process success-
fully.”

The couple raised three

children who are pursuing
higher education. Batista is
waiting for the details of how
her husband can apply for a
green card.

“I'm hopeful,” she said.
“The next 60 days will really
tell. But, obviously more
than thrilled because every
step forward is a step
towards a final resolution for
all kinds of immigrant fam-
ilies.”

About 50,000 noncitizen
children with parents who
are married to a U.S. citizen
could also potentially qual-
ify, according to senior ad-
ministration officials. Biden
also announced new regula-
tions that will allow some
DACA Dbeneficiaries and
other young immigrants to
more easily qualify for long-
established work visas.

Associated Press writers
Gonzalez and Lozano
reported from McAllen,
Texas, and Houston,
respectively. AP writers
Stefanie Dazio in Los
Angeles, Melissa Perez
Winder in Chicago and
Elliot Spagat in San Diego
contributed to this report.

Schools must post Ten Commandments

ASSOCIATED PRESS

BATON ROUGE, La. —
Louisiana has become the
first state to require that the
Ten Commandments be dis-
played in every public school
classroom under a bill
signed into law by Republi-
can Gov. Jeff Landry on
Wednesday.

The GOP-drafted legisla-
tion mandates that a poster-
sized display of the Ten
Commandments in “large,
easily readable font” be re-
quired in all public class-
rooms, from kKindergarten to
state-funded universities.

Opponents question the
law’s constitutionality,
warning that lawsuits are
likely to follow. Proponents

say the purpose of the mea-
sure is not solely religious,
but that it has historical sig-
nificance. In the law’s lan-
guage, the Ten Command-
ments are described as
“foundational documents of
our state and national gov-
ernment.”

The displays, which will
be paired with a four-para-
graph “context statement”
describing how the Ten
Commandments “were a
prominent part of American
public education for almost
three centuries,” must be in
place in classrooms by the
start of 2025.

The posters will be paid
for through donations. State
funds will not be used, the
legislation stipulates.

The law also “authorizes”

—but does not require —the
display of the Mayflower
Compact, the Declaration of

Independence and the
Northwest Ordinance in
K-12 public schools.

Similar bills requiring the
Ten Commandments to be
displayed in classrooms
have been proposed in other
states including Texas,
Oklahoma and Utah. But
with threats of legal battles
over the constitutionality of
such measures, no other
state has enacted such alaw.

Legal battles overthe dis-
play of the Ten Command-
ments in classrooms are not
new. In 1980, the TU.S.
Supreme Court ruled that a
similar Kentucky law was
unconstitutional and vio-
lated the establishment

clause of the Constitution,
which says Congress can
“make no law respecting an
establishment of religion.”
The high court found that
the law had no secular pur-
pose but rather served a
plainly religious purpose.

Louisiana’s controversial
law, in a state ensconced in
the Bible Belt, comes during
a new era of conservative
leadershipinthestateunder
Landry, who replaced two-
term Democratic Gov. John
Bel Edwards in January.

The GOP also has a two-
thirds supermajority in the
Legislature, and Republi-
cans hold every statewide
elected position, paving the
way for lawmakers to push
through a conservative
agenda.
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WILLIE MAYS, 1931 - 2024

Beloved ‘Say Hey Kid’ and Giants legend

[Mays, from Al]

consider him the best of the best —
but his name and “The Catch” are
forever intertwined.

He spent 22 seasons in the ma-
jorleagues, most with the Giantsin
New York and San Francisco, lead-
ing the team to three National
League pennants and a World Se-
ries championship. A center fielder
who could “do it all,” Mays had a
lifetime batting average of .301 with
3,293 hits, 660 home runs — good
for sixth on the all-time list — and
339 stolen bases.

He played in a record-tying 24
All-Star games and won 12 Gold
Glove awards for his fielding. As
demonstrated on “The Catch,” his
throwing arm was a cannon, and
whatever he did, he did with flair,
becoming as famous for his basket
catches as he was for running out
from under his cap, both afield and
onthe basepaths.

Said fellow Hall of Fame mem-
ber and longtime broadcaster Joe
Morgan, a Mays contemporary,
“Willie Mays is the greatest playerI
ever saw. ... He did something every
single day on the field that made
yousay, ‘Damn!’”

Leo Durocher, who spent a life-
time in baseball as a player and
manager, and was Mays’ first man-
ager with the Giants, declared his
protege to be “the greatest
ballplayer I've ever seen,” and
Durocher had seen Ty Cobb, Babe
Ruth, Joe DiMaggio, Ted Williams,
Stan Musial and Hank Aaron,
among other greats.

Mays’ assessment? Talking to
the Contra Costa Times in 2004, he
said, “There’s always guys who
said I was better than Babe Ruth,
better than Aaron. I have no prob-
lem with that. ... [But] I didn’t play
baseball for that. I played baseball
to enjoy what I did; the fans en-
joyed what I did, and that was
enough for me.”

Talking to The Times in 1979, he
said, “I've always let other people
judge. But when you come down to
it, there have been better hitters,
better runners, a lot of people who
could do some things better than
me, but I was a complete player.
That’s the key word, complete.”

Whether he was the best is an
argument for the ages. What’s not
arguable is that, as a man seem-
ingly born to play baseball, he gen-
erated admiration and contro-
versy in almost equal amounts. Be-
loved in New York, where he played
stickball — a form of baseball using
abroom or mop handle and a rub-
ber ball — with neighborhood kids
in the streets of Harlem before
heading to the ballpark, he was re-
ceived coolly when the Giants
moved to San Francisco in 1958.
And there were many who said,
“Good riddance!” when he was
traded to the New York Mets latein
his career.

His casual “Say hey” response
to most any greeting was viewed by
some as spontaneous and natural,
by others as a contrivance for
someone who couldn’t recall
names. He was praised for his
showmanship and damned for his
hotdogging when his too-small cap
went sailing, often aided by a flick
of a finger. And while some thrilled
to his running basket catches, oth-
ers accused him of making routine
playslook difficult.

In an age when Black players
were trying to find a place in what
had long been an all-white game,
he was subjected to racist taunts
yet criticized by others for not
speaking out more forcibly about
how the game and the fans had
mistreated Black players like him.
Always high-strung, he was prone
to mysterious fainting spells and
periods of nervous exhaustion,
which led some to question his
dedication.

Through it all, Mays played
baseball. Into his 40s.

“All I ever did since I was 6 was
playball,” he said once. “I can never
understand when some players
talk about baseball being hard
work. To me, it’s never been noth-
ing but pleasure. ... When I was just
a little kid in Alabama, my father

Associated Press

‘THE GREATEST BALLPLAYER I''VE EVER SEEN’
Mays, shown during the New York Giants’ spring training in 1956, had a lifetime batting average
of .301 with 3,293 hits, 660 homers — good for sixth on the all-time list — and 339 stolen bases.

‘A COMPLETE PLAYER’
Mays disagreed about baseball being hard
work: “It’s never been nothing but pleasure.”

played semipro baseball and I re-
member the biggest surprise of my
life was the day I found out folks
paid him money forit. That seemed
to me just about the nicest idea
anyone ever thought up — like get-
ting paid for eating ice cream.”

William Howard Mays Jr. — his
father was named for former Presi-
dent William Howard Taft — was
born May 6, 1931, in Westfield, Ala.,
near Birmingham. His parents di-
vorced before he was of school age
and he went to live with an aunt,
but his father, a steel mill worker
who had been an outfielder for the
Birmingham Black Barons of the
Negro National League, looked in
on him regularly and made sure
young Willie was receiving a proper
baseball education.

He was playing sandlot games

Associated Press

with boys four or five years older
when he was 10, and at 14 joined his
father’s steel mill team as a pitcher.
In1948, his fatherintroduced the 17-
year-old Mays to Lorenzo “Piper”
Davis, the manager of the Black
Barons, who worked out the young
player, then signed him to a $300
contract — for the season.

Mays played home games and
weekend road games for the Black
Barons while school wasin session,
then played full time in center field
during summer vacations, drawing
the attention of major league
scouts. On June 20, 1950, his high
school graduation day, he signed
with the Giants for a $6,000 bonus.

The Giants sent him to Tren-
ton, N.J., in the Class B Interstate
League, where he hit .353 in 81
games, then moved him to Minne-

JEFF CHIU Associated Press

HALL OF FAMER
Ex-teammate Bill Greason, left, joins Mays in
a 2011 pregame event for Mays’ 80th birthday.

apolis in the triple-A American
Assn. at the start of the 1951 season.
In 35 games with the Millers, he
batted 447 with eight home runs,
and his minor league days were
over.

The Giants, off to a poor start
and looking for a boost, called him
up and, despite his protest that he
wouldn’t be able to hit big league
pitching, thrust him into the start-
inglineup.

Eventually, he grew in stature to
the point that New York fans con-
ducted a running argument about
which of the local teams had the
best center fielder, the Giants with
Mays, the Yankees with Mickey
Mantle or the Brooklyn Dodgers
with Duke Snider, but his debut
was considerably less than sensa-
tional. He had only one hit in his

first 26 at-bats, a home run off War-
ren Spahn of the Milwaukee
Braves, and asked Durocher to
send him back to Minneapolis.

“You’re gonna play center field
for me tomorrow and the day after
that, so you better get used to the
idea,” Durocher replied. “I don’t
care what you hit, I'm not sending
youdown.”

Bolstered by the confidence,
Mays turned his, and the Giants’,
season around. He hit .274 with 20
home runs, and the Giants, 13 /2
games behind Brooklyn in mid-Au-
gust, came storming back to tie the
Dodgers for the pennant on the
last day of the season, forcing a
three-game playoff. Mays was on
deckintheninth inning of the third
game when Bobby Thomson hit
“The shot heard round the world,”
the three-run homer that won the
National League championship for
the Giants.

The surge ended in the World
Series, the lordly Yankees winning
in six games, but Mays was on his
way and Durocher gave him full
credit. “The spark was Mays,” he
said. “When it looked like we
couldn’t win, he carried us on his
back. He carried the whole damn
team on his back.”

Mays was on his way, all right,
right into the Army. Drafted in May
1952, he spent the next two seasons
playing ball in khaki, then was dis-
charged in March 1954, just in time
to have the finest season of his ca-
reer. He hit a league-leading .345
with 51 homers and drovein 110 runs
as the Giants finished five games
ahead of second-place Brooklyn,
then swept the Indians in the
World Series.

Mays, batting .304 with 49 home
runs and 141 RBIs, led the Giants to
another World Series in 1962 but by
then the team had moved to San
Francisco, where he never quite
clicked with the fans the way he
had in New York.

Playing center field in wind-
whipped Candlestick Park was al-
ways a chore, and although Mays
did it extremely well, was always a
home run threat, consistently hit
over .300 and was widely recog-
nized elsewhere as a star ofthe first
magnitude, many San Franciscans
considered him, at best show-offy,
at worst rude and distant, prefer-
ring to lavish affection on the Alou
brothers, Jesus, Matty and Felipe;
Juan Marichal; Willie McCovey;
and others.

Today, however, in tribute to
Mays, a larger-than-life bronze
statue of him stands in Willie Mays
Plaza at Oracle Park in downtown
San Francisco, and he was voted
into the Hall of Fame as soon as he
was eligible.

In May 1972, a 41-year-old Mays
was traded back to New York,
where, well past his prime, he spent
two forgettable seasons with the
Mets. He played in another Bay
Area World Series after the 73 sea-
son, his last, but baseball followers
everywhere, purists and casual
fans alike, cringed as the former
style master stumbled around the
Mets’ outfield against the Oakland
Athletics, who repeated as cham-
pionsin seven games.

“Growing old is just a helpless
hurt,” Mays said afterward, and
later admitted, with regret, that he
had extended his career by about
two seasons too many.

In retirement, he worked inter-
mittently for the Mets and Giants
and finally signed a lifetime public
relations contract with the Giants
in 1993. For six years, however, he
was out of baseball after then-
Commissioner Bowie Kuhn, un-
happy about any link between
baseball and gambling, banned
both Mays and Mantle because
they had taken public relations
jobs with Atlantic City casinos.

Both were reinstated in 1985, af-
ter Peter Ueberroth replaced Kuhn
as commissioner.

Mays’ wife of 41 years, Mae Lou-
ise, died in 2013. He is survived by
his son, Michael.

Kupper is a former Times staff
writer

Chance of rain may aid fight against N.M. wildfires

BY MORGAN LEE
AND ANDRES LEIGHTON

ROSWELL, NM. —
Cooler weather — and the
chance of rain — could bring
some relief but also the risk
of danger this week to fire-
fighters battling blazes in
southern New Mexico that
have killed at least one per-
son, damaged hundreds of
structures and forced thou-
sands to evacuate.

Strong wind pushed the
larger of two wildfires into
the mountain village of
Ruidoso, forcing residents
to flee with little notice Mon-
day. Weather patterns were
shifting with moisture from
atropical wave in the Gulf of
Mexico, Bladen Breitreiter
of the National Weather
Service office in Albu-
querque said Wednesday.

“It will be a challenging

situation going into the late
afternoon and evening,” said
Breitreiter, who has been an
incident meteorologist at
past wildfires. “The poten-
tial for scattered to isolated
thunderstorms could help,
butit depends onwhere they
hit. If the rain misses the
fires, downward winds could
cause problems for firefight-
ers onthe ground.”

He said rain could also
lead to dangerous flash
flooding in newly burned
areasinthe mountainousre-
gion.

The two fires remained at
0% containment at midday
Wednesday as crews used
heavy equipment to build
fire lines while water and re-
tardant was dropped from
the air, authorities said.

Officials said about 254
firefighters were on the
scene by the early morning
and alert to any spot fires

that could flare up. More
personnel from agencies
around the region were con-
tinuing to arrive Wednesday.

Ruidoso, like much of the
Southwest, has been ex-
ceedingly dry and hot this
spring. Those conditions,
along with strong wind,
whipped flames out of con-
trol Monday and Tuesday,
rapidly advancing the South
Fork fire into the village.
Along with homes and busi-
nesses, a regional medical
center and the Ruidoso
Downs horse track were
evacuated.

Gov. Michelle Lujan
Grisham’s office confirmed
one fatality due to the fire
but did not share any de-
tails.

New Mexico State Police
spokesperson Wilson Silver
said Wednesday that the de-
partment had been notified
about a 60-year-old man

found Tuesday on the side of
theroad near a Ruidoso mo-
tel. Patrick Pearson appar-
ently died from burns sus-
tained from the fire, Silver
said.

About 1400 structures
have been destroyed or dam-
aged, but it’s unclear how
many were homes.

Ardis Holder left Rui-
doso with her two young
daughters, her gas tank
nearly empty as she prayed
they’d make it out safe. She
is sure the house she was
renting in the village she
grew up in is gone, based on
the fire maps she’s seen.

“We were already seeing
where all the fire hit. It’s ev-
erywhere,” she said late
Tuesday from a shelter in
nearby Roswell. “If there’s
something standing, that’s
awesome. But, if not, we
were prepared for the
worst.”

About 1,500 horses sta-
bled at Ruidoso Downs were
moved in a chaotic scene af-
ter authorities ordered they
be evacuated for the ani-
mals’ safety, said horse
trainer John Stinebaugh. He
had his clients’ 42 race-
horses moved Tuesday
afternoon to Artesia, about
100 miles to the southeast,
where they were stabled at
thelocal fairgrounds.

“The people here have
rolled out the red carpet,
provided help with hay and
water,” said Stinebaugh.
“People from all over just
showed up with trailers to
help move the horses, taking
them toranches all over New
Mexico, to Hobbs, Roswell,
even El Paso.”

Lujan Grisham declared
a state of emergency in Lin-
coln County that extended
to the neighboring Mescale-
ro Apache Reservation,

whereboth fires started, and
deployed National Guard
troops. The declaration un-
locks funding and resources
to manage the crisis.
Nationwide, wildfires
have scorched more than
3,280 square miles this year
—afigure higher than the 10-
year averages, according to
the National Interagency
Fire Center. About 20 wild-
fires now burning, including
in California and Washing-
ton state, are considered
large and uncontained.
Lujan Grisham said the
two New Mexico wildfires to-
gether have consumed more
than 31 square miles. The ex-
act causes of the blazes
haven’t been determined,
but the Southwest Coordi-
nation Center listed them as
human-caused.

Lee and Leighton write for
the Associated Press.
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California lawmakers scramble to regulate Al

Bills are aimed at
preventing societal
harm before too late,
but tech firms defend
unfettered innovation.

By WENDY LEE
AND SUHAUNA HUSSAIN

For four years, Jacob
Hilton worked for one of the
most influential startups in
the Bay Area — OpenAl. His
research helped test and im-
prove the truthfulness of AI
models such as ChatGPT.
He believes artificial intelli-
gence can benefit society,
but he also recognizes the
serious risks if the technol-
ogyisleft unchecked.

Hilton was among 13 cur-
rent and former OpenAIand
Google employees who this
month signed an open letter
that called for more whistle-
blower protections, citing
broad confidentiality agree-
ments as problematic.

“The basic situation is
that employees, the people
closest to the technology,
they’re also the ones with
the most to lose from being
retaliated against for speak-
ing up,” says Hilton, 33, now
aresearcher at the nonprofit
Alignment Research Center
who lives in Berkeley.

California legislators are
rushing to address such con-
cerns through roughly 50 AI-
related bills, many of which
aim to place safeguards
around the rapidly evolving
technology, which lawmak-
ers say could cause societal
harm.

However, groups repre-
senting large tech compa-
nies argue that the proposed
legislation could stifle inno-
vation and creativity, caus-
ing California toloseits com-
petitive edge and dramati-
cally change how Al is devel-
oped in the state.

The effects of artificial in-
telligence on employment,
society and culture are wide
reaching, and that’s re-
flected in the number of bills
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A TRADE group that counts OpenAl among its
members urges policymakers to move cautiously.

circulating in the Legisla-
ture. They cover a range of
Al-related fears, including
job replacement, data secu-
rity and racial discrimi-
nation.

One bill, co-sponsored
by the Teamsters, aims to
mandate human oversight
on driverless heavy-duty
trucks. A bill backed by the
Service Employees Interna-
tional Union attempts to
ban the automation or re-
placement of jobs by AI sys-
tems at call centers that pro-
vide public benefit services,
such as Medi-Cal. Another
bill, written by Sen. Scott
Wiener (D-San Francisco),
would require companies
developing large AI models
to do safety testing.

The plethora of bills
come after politicians were
criticized for not cracking
down hard enough on social
media companies until it
was too late. During the Bid-
en administration, federal
and state Democrats have
become more aggressive in
going after big tech firms.

“We’ve seen with other
technologies that we don’t
do anything until well after
there’s a big problem,” Wie-
ner said. “Social media had
contributed many good
things to society ... but we
know there have been sig-
nificant downsides to social
media, and we did nothing to
reduce or to mitigate those
harms. And now we’re
playing catch-up. I prefer

not to play catch-up.”

The push comes as Al
tools are quickly progress-
ing. They read bedtime
stories to children, sort
drive-through orders at fast-
food locations and help
make music videos. While
some tech enthusiasts en-
thuse about AI’s potential
benefits, others fear job
losses and safety issues.

“It caught almost every-
body by surprise, including
many of the experts, in
how rapidly [the tech is]
progressing,” said Dan
Hendrycks, director of the
San Francisco-based non-
profit Center for AI Safety.
“If we just delay and don’t do
anything for several years,
then we may be waiting until
it’stoolate.”

Wiener’s legislation, Sen-
ate Bill 1047, which is backed
by the Center for Al Safety,
calls for companies building
large AI models to conduct
safety testing and have the
ability to turn off models
that they directly control.

The bill’s proponents say
it would protect against
situations such as Al being
used to create biological
weapons or shut down the
electrical grid, for example.
The bill also would require
Al companies to implement
ways for employees to file
anonymous concerns. The
state attorney general could
sue to enforce safety rules.

“Very powerful technol-
ogy brings both benefits and

risks, and I want to make
sure that the benefits of Al
profoundly outweigh the
risks,” Wiener said.

Opponents of the bill, in-
cluding TechNet, a trade
group that counts tech com-
panies Meta, Google and
OpenAl among its mem-
bers, say policymakers
should move cautiously.
Meta and OpenAldid notre-
turn a request for comment.
Google declined to com-
ment.

“Moving too quickly has
its own sort of conse-
quences, potentially stifling
and tamping down some of
the benefits that can come
with this technology,” said
Dylan Hoffman, executive
director for California and
the Southwest for TechNet.

The bill passed the As-
sembly Privacy and Con-
sumer Protection Commit-
tee on Tuesday and is
headed to the Judiciary and

Appropriations = commit-
tees, and if it passes, to the
Assembly floor.

Proponents of Wiener’s
bill say they’reresponding to
the public’s wishes. In a poll
of 800 potential votersin Cal-
ifornia commissioned by the
Center for Al Safety Action
Fund, 86% of participants
said it was an important pri-
ority for the state to develop
Al safety regulations. Ac-
cording to the poll, 77% of
participants supported the
proposal to subject Al sys-
tems to safety testing.

“The status quo right
now is that, when it comes
to safety and security,
we’re relying on voluntary
public commitments made
by these companies,” said
Hilton, the former OpenAl
employee. “But part of the
problem is that there isn’t a
good accountability mecha-
nism.”

Another measure with
sweeping implications for
workplaces is Assembly Bill
2930, which seeks to prevent
“algorithmic discrimi-
nation,” or when automated
systems put certain people
at a disadvantage based on
their race, gender or sexual

orientation when it comes
to hiring, pay and termina-
tion.

“We see example after ex-
ample in the Al space where
outputs are biased,” said
Assemblymember Rebecca
Bauer-Kahan (D-Orinda).

The antidiscrimination
bill failed in last year’s legis-
lative session, with major
opposition from tech com-
panies. Reintroduced this
year, the measure initially
had backing from high-pro-
file tech companies Workday
and Microsoft, although
they have wavered in their
support, expressing con-
cerns over amendments
that would put more respon-
sibility on firms developing
Al products to curb bias.

“Usually, you don’t have
industries saying, ‘Regulate
me,” but various communi-
ties don’t trust AI, and what
this effort is trying to do is
build trust in these AI sys-
tems, which I think is really
beneficial for industry,”
Bauer-Kahan said.

Some labor and data pri-
vacy advocates worry that
language in the proposed
antidiscrimination legisla-
tion is too weak. Opponents
say it’s too broad.

Chandler Morse, head of
public policy at Workday,
said the company supports
AB 2930 as introduced. “We
are currently evaluating our
position on the new amend-
ments,” Morse said.

Microsoft declined to
comment.

The threat of Al is also a
rallying cry for Hollywood
unions. The Writers Guild of
America and the Screen Ac-
tors Guild-American Fed-
eration of Television and Ra-
dio Artists negotiated AI
protections for their mem-
bers during last year’s
strikes, but the risks of the
tech go beyond the scope of
union contracts, said actors
guild National Executive Di-
rector Duncan Crabtree-Ire-
land.

“We need public policy to
catchup andto start putting
these norms in place so that
there is less of a Wild West

kind of environment going
on with AIL” Crabtree-Ire-
land said.

SAG-AFTRA has helped
draft three federal bills re-
lated to deepfakes (mislead-
ing images and videos often
involving celebrity like-
nesses), along with two mea-
sures in California, including
AB 2602, that would
strengthen worker control
over use of their digital im-
age. The legislation, if ap-
proved, would require that
workers be represented by
their union or legal counsel
for agreements involving AI-
generated likenesses to be
legally binding.

Tech companies urge
caution against overregula-
tion. Todd O’Boyle of the
tech industry group Cham-
ber of Progress said Califor-
nia AI companies may opt to
move elsewhere if govern-
ment oversight becomes
overbearing. It’s important
for legislators to “not let
fears of speculative harms
drive policymaking when
we’ve got this transforma-
tive, technological innova-
tion that stands to create so
much prosperity in its earli-
est days,” he said.

When regulations are put
inplace,it’shard torollthem
back, warned Aaron Levie,
chief executive of the Red-
wood City-based cloud com-
puting company Box, which
is incorporating Al into its
products.

“We need to actually have
more powerful models that
do even more and are more
capable,” Levie said, “and
then let’s start to assess the

risk incrementally from
there.”
But Crabtree-Ireland

said tech companies are try-
ing to slow-roll regulation by
making the issues seem
more complicated than they
are and by saying they need
to be solved in one compre-
hensive public policy pro-
posal.

“We reject that com-
pletely,” Crabtree-Ireland
said. “We don’t think every-
thing about AI has to be
solved all at once.”

Disney faces a lawsuit after reversing its decision on move to Florida

Workers who sold
their homes and left
Southland before the
firm scrapped its plans
are seeking damages.

By MEG JAMES

Walt Disney Co. contin-
ues to face fallout from its
scuttled plans to move 2,000
California employees to a
proposed Florida campus —
a controversial decision the
company reversed last year
after the return of Chief Exe-
cutive Bob Iger.

In 2021, then-CEO Bob
Chapek and parks and expe-
riences Chairman Josh
D’Amaro announced plans
to relocate employees sup-
porting Disney theme parks
and resorts — including the
celebrated Imagineers — to
a planned $1-billion office
park in the Lake Nona area
of Orlando, Fla. The move
was designed for Disney to
take advantage of Florida
tax credits, but the cross-
country shift was deeply un-
popular among employees

JOHN RAOUX Associated Press

DISNEY had planned to relocate Southland employees supporting its theme
parks and resorts to a planned office park in the Lake Nona area of Orlando, Fla.

who were asked to uproot
theirlives in California.

Now some Disney em-
ployees are suing the com-
pany over the canceled relo-
cation.

According to a lawsuit
filed Tuesday against Dis-
ney in Los Angeles County
Superior Court, numerous
workers heeded the compa-
ny’s calls, dutifully sold their
homes in the Los Angeles

area and moved to Central
Florida.

Plaintiffs Maria De La
Cruz and George Fong, both
current Disney employees,
alleged they were fraudu-
lently induced to relocate to
Florida by being led to be-
lieve that they would lose
their jobs if they turned
down the move. De La Cruz
and Fong agreed to the relo-
cation in November 2021.

The lawsuit said Disney told
affected employees they
would have 90 days to “con-
sider and make the decision
that’s best for them.”

De La Crugz, a vice presi-
dent of product design, sold
her Altadena home in May
2022.

“Mr. Fong also sold his
home, which was a particu-
larly painful decision be-
cause it was the family home

he had grown up in and in-
herited,” the lawsuit said.
Fong is a creative director of
product design; his family
home was in Los Angeles.

But a year after they had
sold their houses and
moved, Disney canceled the
project.

A Disney spokesman did
not immediately provide
comment.

The proposed class-ac-
tion lawsuit seeks to repre-
sent “all current and former
California Disney employees
who relocated from Califor-
nia to Florida as a result of
Disney’s announcement of
the Lake Nona Project.” It
seeks unspecified punitive
damages.

Initially, Disney thought
it would eventually save
money on the $1-billion Lake
Nona development, due to
lower worker costs in Flor-
ida. It was also drawn by tax
credits offered by the state
forrelocating businesses.

But the project became
swept up in Disney’s legal
and culture war wranglings
with Republican Florida
Gov. Ron DeSantis, a one-
time presidential hopeful.

One month after Disney

Snap to pay $15 million to settle harassment, bias allegations

BY SUHAUNA HUSSAIN

Snap Inc. and Califor-
nia’s Civil Rights Depart-
ment have reached a $15-mil-
lion settlement to resolve al-
legations of sexual harass-
ment, discrimination and
retaliation at the Santa
Monica-based company.

The settlement brings to
a close a more-than-three-
year investigation into alle-
gations of employment dis-
crimination, equal pay viola-
tions and sexual harass-
ment. Nearly all the money
from the agreement will go
toward current and former
female employees who
worked at the company in
2014 and later.

Snap denies the allega-
tions but said it agreed to
settle to avoid a prolonged
legal fight.

“We care deeply about

our commitment to main-
tain a fair and inclusive envi-
ronment at Snap, and do not
believe we have any ongoing
systemic pay equity, dis-
crimination, harassment, or
retaliation issues against
women,” Snap spokes-
person Russ Caditz-Peck
said in an email.

Snap, which created the
social media and messaging
app Snapchat, grew quickly
afteritsfoundingin 2011, with
its workforce ballooning
from 250 in 2015 to over 5,000
in 2022. During that period,
women were discouraged
from applying for promo-
tions and were subjected to
unwelcome sexual advances
and other harassment, the
Civil Rights Department al-
leged inlegal filings.

“This settlement with
Snapchat demonstrates a
shared commitment to a
California where all workers

have a fair chance,” Kevin
Kish, director of California’s
Civil Rights Department,
saidina Wednesday newsre-
lease. “Women are entitled
to equality in every job, in ev-
ery workplace, and in every
industry.”

The case against Snap
compiled by the Civil Rights
Department portrayed a
toxic office culture domi-
nated by men. When women
filed complaints internally
about harassment, they al-
legedly were denied promo-
tions, given negative per-
formance reviews or were
fired. Male managers, mean-
while, routinely promoted
male employees over more
qualified women, according
to the civilrights complaint.

Women at the company
were generally paid less than
their male counterparts, the
complaint alleged. In par-
ticular, women in engineer-

ing roles, which account for
about 70% of Snap’s work-
force, struggled to advance
beyond entry-level posi-
tions.

“Women were told, both
implicitly and explicitly, that
they were second-class citi-
zens at Snap,” the complaint
reads.

Caditz-Peck, the Snap
spokesperson, said the com-
pany “disagreed with the
California Civil Rights De-
partment’s claims and anal-
yses,” but “took into consid-
eration the cost and impact
of lengthy litigation ... and
decided itisinthebestinter-
est ofthe company toresolve
these claims and focus on
the future.”

“For several years now we
have successfully imple-
mented tools and govern-
ance to achieve pay equity,
and we will keep investing in
and implementing policies

to ensure team members
continue to be valued and
paid equitably for their
work,” he said.

As part of the settlement,
Snapchat agreed to hire an
independent consultant to
examine and make recom-
mendations on the compa-
ny’s pay and promotion poli-
cies, as well as workplace
training.

The company will also be
required to hire an outside
monitor to audit Snapchat’s
handling of sexual harass-
ment and discrimination
complaints and share its
findings with the Civil
Rights Department.

Snap also agreed to give
information to all employees
about their right to report
harassment or discrimi-
nation without fear of retali-
ation and ensure they com-
plete training on preventing
these workplace issues.

filed a federal 1st Amend-
ment lawsuit against the
Sunshine State and its gov-
ernor, it pulled the plug on
the Lake Nona devel-
opment. (The legal matters
have since been resolved,
and Disney has affirmed its
commitment to continue a
massive Florida parks ex-
pansion). The project’s can-
cellation also coincided with
significant cost-cutting
across the company.

Disney explained the re-
versal in a May 2023 state-
ment: “Given the consider-
able changes that have oc-
curred since the announce-
ment of this project,
including new leadership
and changing business con-
ditions, we have decided not
to move forward with con-
struction of the campus.”

Disney, at the time, ac-
knowledged that some em-
ployees had already moved.
The company said it would
discussthe situation with in-
dividual employees, includ-
ing making plans to move
them back to California.

But compensation pack-
ages offered to affected em-
ployees by Disney were inad-
equate, the lawsuit alleges.

The lawsuit said numer-
ous Disney workers refused
to make the move. Some re-
mained employed by the
company.

After Disney reversed its
plans, home prices in the Or-
lando area fell, according to
the lawsuit filed by attorney
Jason S. Lohr of Lohr Ripa-
monti & Segarich. Since
2022, home prices in Los An-
geles have climbed, and
higher interest rates compli-
cated the financial picture,
the lawsuit said.

Fong has since bought a
home in South Pasadena
that has “considerably less
square footage than his pre-
vious Los Angeleshome.” De
La Cruz is in the process of
moving back to California.

Times staff writer Stacy
Perman contributed to this
report.

Markets closed

U.S. financial markets
were closed for the June-
teenth holiday.
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Hollywood h

[Housing, from A1l]
all-time high.

The Zillow definition of
Hollywood does not include
the Hollywood Hills, but
largely stretches from La
Brea Avenue east to Hoover
Street, including the area
oftenreferred to as East Hol-
lywood.

In the decade before the
pandemic, the Hollywood
area went through a wave of
gentrification. New busi-
nesses and people moved in.
Investors built new homes
and renovated old ones.
Housing costs soared.

Since then, there’s been a
shift. Businesses have
closed and complaints over
homeless encampments
haverisen.

The exact reason for the
home price drop-off is un-
clear. But some real estate
agents and residents
pointed to the increased
prevalence of homeless en-
campments, as well as a
growing desire to escape
crime and to have more liv-
ing space than small bunga-
lows and condos offer.

Other places experienc-
ing price declines are the
central L.A. neighborhoods
of Arlington Heights, down-
town and the area surround-
ing MacArthur Park, where
apartment blocks are over-
crowded and crime is high.
Firefighters this month
found amanlying face down,
dead in the park’s lake.

The largest home price
increases are in the San Fer-
nando Valley.

“Urban environments are
wearing on people,” said lo-
cal real estate agent Tracy
Do. “People are looking for
refuge.”

Duarte, the Hilton & Hy-
land agent with the Lemon
Grove Avenue listing, said
some people felt the nearby
area wasn’t that safe, but he
didn’t know why.

On a recent afternoon,
the adjacent streets were
quiet and mostly clean, ex-
cept for one encampment
about a quarter of a mile
away.

At the Lemon Grove Rec-
reation Center across from
the house, children played
soccer at the park and shot
hoops. People walked dogs
and lounged in the sun in
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ALVIN YOUNG, 49, at his makeshift home along Sierra Vista Avenue in East
Hollywood, said he recycles items and takes on odd construction jobs to get by.

peace.

Alex Weber, 39, lives
nearby and said he’s never
been the victim of a crime,
but he noted that sex work-
ers are a common sight on
Western Avenue at night
and he’s seen an increase in
homeless encampments in
the last few years.

Recently, the editor of an
organized labor publication,
said a couple parked their
old Hyundai Elantra on his
street and left piles of
garbage on it.

“They were cool,” Weber
said. “But I can’t imagine it
creates a good impression
when you go in to see a unit
that just hit the market and
... what’s happening in front
ofyouisanunpleasant scene
of chaos and human des-
peration.”

Research consistently
finds the high cost of hous-
ing to be a main driver of
homelessness, with areas
much poorer than L.A. —
but with cheaper housing —
having fewer people on the
streets. That includes places
such as Jackson, Miss., and
Huntington, W.Va.

Food and Drug Administration

APPLESAUCE linked to illness in children remained
on Dollar Tree shelves after a recall, authorities say.

FDA says Dollar Tree
did not quickly recall
tainted applesauce

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Dollar Tree failed to effec-
tively recall lead-tainted
applesauce pouches linked
to reports of illness in more
than 500 children, leaving
the products on some store
shelves for two months, the
Food and Drug Administra-
tion said Tuesday.

The FDA sent a warning
letter to Dollar Tree this
month and placed Negas-
mart, the Ecuadorean dis-
tributor of WanaBana apple
cinnamon pouches, under
import alerts after the Octo-
ber recall of the products
found to be contaminated
with “extremely high” levels
oflead and chromium.

Children in 44 states had
probable or confirmed cases
of elevated blood lead levels
after eating the applesauce
pouches marketed for tod-
dlers, according to the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. The out-
break was declared over in
April.

FDA officials sent awarn-
ing letter to Dollar Tree Inc.
last week saying the Wana-
Bana apple puree products
remained on store shelves in
several states through late
December, two months after
the firm was told about the
recall. Officials at the Chesa-
peake, Va.-based company
had said they disallowed
sales of the products at reg-
isters, but the FDA said that
was “not an effective mea-
sure” because at least one
child in Washington state
ate arecalled fruit pouchina

store before an attempted
purchase.

Dollar Tree officials said
in an email Tuesday that the
company is operating under
new management and is tak-
ing steps to bolster its proc-
ess “for quickly and effec-
tively executing product re-
calls.” The company op-
erates more than 16,000
discount stores in 48 states.

Negasmart was placed
under multiple import
alerts this month, even
though FDA officials said
they had no indication that
the firm is attempting to get
products into the U.S. The
action is to ensure that any
such attempts by the firm
would be “flagged” by FDA
reviewers and prevented
from reaching consumers.
Tests showed that cinna-
mon tested from the plant
had lead levels more than
2,000 times higher than a
maximum level proposed by
the FDA.

Anyone who consumed
the recalled pouches should
consult with a healthcare
provider, the CDC said.
There is no safe level of lead
consumption, which can
cause serious learning and

behavioral problems, the
agency emphasized.
The pouches include

those sold under the Wana-
Bana brand at Dollar Tree
stores and online and under
the Schnucks and Weis
brands in stores. Because
they have a long shelf life,
they may still be in consum-
ers’ homes. Consumers
should not eat the pouches
and should discard them.

If homelessness is bring-
ing down the cost of for-sale
homes, it isn’t making them
affordable to the masses.
Fewer than 14% of house-
holds in the county could af-
ford Hollywood’s average
home price of nearly $1 mil-
lion, and rent remains high
aswell.

Diana Huinac, 26, grew
up across the street from
Lemon Grove Recreation
Center and still lives in the
area.

“We are making it barely,”
the psychology student said.
“There’s just alot of gentrifi-
cation.”

The Los Angeles Home-
less Services Authority does
not currently break down
how many people are living
on the streets by communi-
ty, citing concerns over accu-
racy. But previously, the
agency saw homelessness in
Hollywood as significant
enough to single it out asone

of three neighborhoods
where it tried to quantify the
problem.

Brittney Weissman, exe-
cutive director of the non-
profit Hollywood 4WRD,

said that although it’s diffi-
cult to track whether the to-
tal number of people living
on the streets in the neigh-
borhood has increased since
2020, her organization has
noticed more homeless indi-
viduals with mental health
issues and drug-induced
psychosis.

“That has amplified quite
dramatically,” Weissman
said, citing the availability of
meth as one reason.

Stuart Gabriel, director
of the UCLA Ziman Center
forReal Estate, said the pan-
demic increased the de-
mand for housing in areas
with more space that are
considered safer, and the
Zillow data indicate the
trend remainsin L.A.

The numbers also reflect
the diminished role down-
town plays in the region’s
economy, he said. With
many offices there still
empty, there are fewer peo-
ple who need or want to live
nearby.

Other economic factors
could be at play as well. The
entertainment industry
took a major hit during the

pandemic, and again during
the strikes, and has yet to re-
cover.

Petra Durnin, head of
market analytics at Raise
Commercial Real Estate,
said 25.1% of the Hollywood
office market was vacant in
the second quarter, up from
5.9% at the end of 2019.

“It’s a painful adjustment
period,” Durnin said.

A short walk from the
Lemon Grove listing and
across the street from other
houses and apartments, a
row of tarps and tents
stretches across a sidewalk
that abuts a wall next to the
101 Freeway.

Tonia Gibson recently
visited a friend who lives in
one of the makeshift struc-
tures. She said she used to
live in the encampment as
well and is now in subsidized
housing.

She said that when she
lived there, it felt safe, but
she “wouldn’t want to buy an
apartment near an encamp-
ment.”

“If I didn’t know who
stayed there ... I would fear
for my safety at times,” Gib-
son said. “Especially if it’s
dark.”

Jason Gamble spent part
of the day in front of the
tents and tarps, quietly sift-
ingthroughitemshe’d found
on the street, including a
lamp. He lives in a plywood
shelter nearby and said a
heroin addiction pushed
him onto the streets seven
years ago. The 45-year-old
said he’s kicked it, but now
he uses crystal meth.

In other parts of Holly-
wood, housed residents
have complained of fires
that break out at encamp-
ments and said they don’t
feel safe walking through
parts of their neighborhood.

Kathleen Rawson, presi-
dent of the nonprofit Holly-
wood Partnership, which
manages a business im-
provement district in Holly-
wood’s commercial center,
said the areais turninga cor-
ner. She said Mayor Karen
Bass’ Inside Safe program
hasmade progressin getting
people offthe streets and the
partnership is working on a
plan to increase street
cleaning and add more safe-
ty ambassadors.

ome prices are bucking the trend

“I am feeling very opti-
mistic that Hollywood will
lookmuch cleaner and much
brighter in the next year or
50,” Rawson said.

Durnin said entertain-
ment companies are also in-
creasingly looking for office
space in the neighborhood
as production slowly ramps
up. Tech companies are in
the market as well.

“Even if half the compa-
niesthat arelookingactually
do sign, we will be in a much
better place,” Durnin said.

Some real estate agents
attribute the price decline
not to tents but to simple
math.

In the last decade, many
developers bought and
demolished single-family
housesin Hollywood to build
small lot subdivisions or
apartments.

In the back half of 2022,
interest rates surged and
stayed high. That has raised
the cost of development and
reduced the amount build-
ers can pay for a house.

There’s “a lot less in-
vestor money being de-
ployed,” said Dan Sanchez, a
real estate agent with Engel
& Volkers. “I don’t see the
impact of homelessness.”

On Lemon Grove Ave-
nue, the seller of the remod-
eled 1920s house had luck af-
ter reducing the $875,000
asking price to $825,000.
Duarte said the houseis now
inescrow but declined to dis-
close the amount.

Back at the encampment
next to the 101, Alvin Young
sat in a structure he built
with wood and blue tarp.
There was a couch, TV and
bed sandwiched into a small
space that doesn’t allow him
to stand.

Young said that he be-
came homeless after he and
his wife split up and that
people have burned down
previous structures he built
for shelter. He said he gets by
on recycling and odd con-
struction jobs and wants off
the streets.

“Idon’t want to be here,”
the 49-year-old said. “I want
a house of my own. I want to
remodel a house.”

Times staff writer Doug
Smith contributed to this
report.

Citizens look to
protect abortion
rights at the polls

[Initiatives, from Al]
Supreme Court overturned
the right to abortion nation-
wide in 2022. While former
President Trump, the pre-
sumptive 2024 GOP nomi-
nee, has so far stopped short
of calling for a national abor-
tion ban, he has supported
limiting access and has tak-
en credit for appointing the
conservative justices who
overturned Roe vs. Wade.

Yampolksy’s team will
have to fight for attention in
the perpetual swing state,
but in some ways, getting
voter approval is the easy
part. Recent polling shows
strong abortion support
among Nevadans.

It’s the path to the ballot
that’s proving difficult. The
campaign has already
fended off Republican-
backed legal challenges over
the ballot measure lan-
guage. Now, they wait to see
if they gathered enough eli-
gible signatures equal to 10%
of the total votes cast in the
most recent general election
— more than California’s 8%
threshold. While California
hasno geographical require-
ment for signatures, in Ne-
vada, support must be gath-
ered equally from each of the
state’s four congressional
districts.

“We’re going to have to
fight for every vote,” Yam-
polsky said. “We’re not tak-
ing anything for granted.”

Within weeks of the
Supreme Court decision
overturning federal abor-
tion protections, the Califor-
nia Legislature was among
the first in the nation to ap-
prove a statewide ballot
measure to guarantee the
“fundamental right to
choose to have an abortion.”
Top Democrats including
Gov. Gavin Newsom helped
pump millions of dollars into
the campaign, and nearly
67% of voters approved the
measure in the November
2022 election.

Voters in a few states, in-
cluding Ohio, Michigan and
Vermont, approved similar
protections. More initiative

efforts are now underway in
states such as Arizona, Mon-
tana, Colorado, Arkansas
and Florida.

“We’re seeing the impor-
tant role that direct democ-
racy plays in making sure
the will of the people is
heard,” said Chris Melody
Fields Figueredo, executive
director of the Ballot Initia-
tive Strategy Center, which
supports progressive
causes. “Ballot measures are
a key part of a thriving
democracy. It’s giving peo-
ple the agency to vote on is-
sues that are incredibly
popular and often transcend
partylines.”

Some states have a more
difficult path to abortion
rights by way of direct
democracy than others —
and legislative attempts to
make the ballot initiative
process even harder have
proliferated in recent years.

“Every legislative ses-
sion, we’re seeing new efforts
to undermine the will of the
people,” Fields Figueredo
said.

California ballot mea-
sures require a simple ma-
jority of votes to win. In Flor-
ida, where abortion is
banned after six weeks of
pregnancy, initiatives re-
quire a 60% supermajority of
votes to pass, and state Re-
publicans recently tried to
increase that threshold even
higher to a two-thirds vote,
or about 66%.

Abortionisbanned in Ar-
izona after 15 weeks of preg-
nancy, and reproductive
health advocates remain un-
certain about future access
after a state court recently
attempted a near-total ban.
Organizers say they have al-
ready acquired more than
enough signatures to qualify
for a ballot measure to se-
cure abortion access in No-
vember.

To get ontheballotin Ari-
zona, initiatives must get
signatures that equal at
least 15% of the electorate,
and the Legislature has pro-
posed adding a new require-
ment for that threshold to be
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ACTIVISTS in Nevada show their support for en-
shrining abortion rights in the state’s constitution.

met in each congressional
district, not just statewide.
Arizona Republicans also
attempted to pass alaw that
would have allowed the Leg-
islature to rein in some deci-
sions made by ballot initia-
tives, butironically, that pro-
posal had to go to voters —
and was rejected in 2022.
Republican lawmakers in
Arkansas and Missouri,
where ballot measures for
abortion rights are under-
way, have also tried to make
it harder for residents to leg-

islate at the polls.
The timing is no coinci-
dence, said Mini Tim-

maraju, president and chief
executive of Reproductive
Freedom for All, formerly
NARAL Pro-Choice Ameri-
ca.

“They don’t have the ma-
jority and haven’t had the
majority in a long time on
this issue,” Timmaraju said
of antiabortion lawmakers
nationwide. “They’ve or-
chestrated a whole mecha-
nism to subvert and go
around the majority will in
this country.”

Antiabortion activists
have been working to thwart
the initiatives, with some
backing competing ballot
measures — a move that
abortion rights groups say is
meant to deter and confuse
voters.

Nevada Right to Life Di-
rector Melissa Clement op-
poses the proposal in her
state and accused Demo-
crats of “taking one of the
most difficult and traumatic
decisions a woman can
make and using it for politi-
calfodder.”

While

organizers see

newly proposed rules as
strategic hurdles that make
it harder for citizen-led ini-
tiatives to succeed, Republi-
cans who support them say
changing state constitu-
tionsis a serious matter that
requires more safeguards.

Some states do not allow
citizen-led initiatives at all,
including Texas and West
Virginia, where most abor-
tions are banned.

As in California, abortion
is legal in Nevada up to 24
weeks, and providers have
reported that they have seen
an influx in patients from
other states. Nevada voters
in 1990 passed a referendum
protecting abortion rights
after the Supreme Court
ruled in favor of more abor-
tion restrictions then.

Lindsey Harmon, execu-
tive director of Planned Par-
enthood Votes Nevada, said
even before the Dobbs deci-
sion, Nevadans prioritized
“individual freedoms.” Al-
though abortion is legal in
her state, she fears that the
future is dependent on who
isin office.

“There’s still threats out
there,” Harmon said. “Even
when you pass a measure
successfully, you then have
to go back and enforce that.
You have to make the Legis-
lature pull back old laws that
are no longer constitution-
ally viable. You have to ask
the regulatory bodies to go
in there and change the
regulations to match whatis
now in the state constitu-
tion. So this is a never-end-
ing battle.”

The Associated Press
contributed to this report.
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L.A. leaders have to do more
on police accountability

HIS MONTH, THE LOS ANGELES

City Council signed off on a plan

to ask voters to approve changes

to the discipline system for po-

lice officers accused of miscon-
duct. It is underwhelming.

There are three main parts to the plan,
which is being drafted into a ballot measure
slated for the Nov. 5 general election. It
would permit the police chief to fire officers
found to have engaged in misconduct. It
would rejigger the composition of the board
of rights — a three-member appeals panel
that has the power to override the police
chief’s discipline decisions. And it would im-
pose binding arbitration as a final level of
appeal.

There is nothing particularly wrong with
any of these changes, which collectively
could be a half-step forward for police ac-
countability. But they fall far short of what’s
needed, and what the City Council has been
promising the public for at least seven
years: a sweeping reexamination and over-
haul of police practices and policy, including
the discipline system.

Let’s remember how we got here. In 2017,
under the guise of toughening the police
discipline system, city leaders hoodwinked
voters into weakening it.

Their vehicle was a charter amendment
that allowed officers to opt for a disciplinary
appeals panel made up of only carefully se-
lected civilian members, with no members
from police command staff. Although over-
sight by members of the public sounds
good, the civilians who are picked to serve
on the boards tend to be too lenient with
discipline, even after finding that officers

committed egregious and shocking miscon-
duct.

LAPD Chief Michel Moore, who retired in
February, and Chief Dominic Choi, his inter-
im successor, ended up being stuck with
dozens of unfit or unreliable officers whom
they could neither discharge nor deploy.
They often are assigned desk jobs that are
more suitable for less costly civilian staff.

Charter Amendment C, as it was called,
was a gift to the police union, which
bankrolls the reelection campaigns of many
city officials.

Responding to criticism over its trickery,
the council at the time promised an inten-
sive review of every LAPD process and pro-
cedure. But it never delivered. It probably
never intended to.

Now is the right time for current city
leaders to deliver the promised accountabil-
ity. The department is in the midst of a
once-in-a-generation transformation. May-
or Karen Bass will soon select a new police
chief, and other top police positions are due
to be filled as well. Many officers had not yet
been born when Rodney King was beaten in
1991 or Rafael Perez was arrested in 1998. A
new LAPD culture is emerging, with little
memory of past crises.

The police disciplinary process should be
examined in the context of other LAPD poli-
cies and standards that should be up for re-
view. City leaders should consider whether
the board of rights process has outlived its
purpose, and if there are better ways to bal-
ance officer accountability and due process.
They should also seek changes to state laws
that require police discipline proceedings to
be closed to the public. L.A. residents de-

MYUNG J. CHUN Los Angeles Times

INTERIM LAPD Chief Dominic Choi, seen here with recruits at the police acad-
emy last month, has been stuck with officers he can neither deploy nor fire.

serve to be better informed about the types
of misconduct of which officers are accused,
and the discipline they receive.

If we are going to keep boards of rights,
the council should broaden the composition
of the pool from which civilians are selected
to ensure they are more representative of
the general public — more like jurors than
attorneys. It can limit the board’s role to
fact-finding, which would curb the board’s
ability to overrule the chief’s discipline deci-
sions.

The public wants police officers to do
their jobs with skill and integrity, and be
held accountable when they misbehave.

They expect their city government to attend
to the details.

But because police discipline is in the
City Charter, voters must approve changes,
such as how many civilians should be on
boards and what standards they should use
when deciding whether to uphold the chief’s
recommended discipline. It can be a frus-
trating exercise, especially because charter
amendments often appear to effect more
change than they do.

Voters will be called on to approve these
relatively minor adjustments to police disci-
pline in November. But city leaders should
think bigger.

LETTERS

BRIAN VAN DER BRUG Los Angeles Times

CANNABIS PLANTS at an illicit grow operation in Mendocino County in September 2022.

Pesticides aren’t pot’s only problem

Re “Your vapes and pre-rolls have a very dirty secret,” June 16

Administration warns that marijuana use includes the following dangers:

I KNOW REPORTERS at The Times know the risks of using marijuana. The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services

Permanent IQ loss; depression, anxiety, suicide planning and psychotic episodes; negative impact on timing, move-
ment and coordination; slower reactions, lane weaving, decreased coordination and difficulty reacting to signals and
sounds on the road; birth defects; and relationship problems, worse educational outcomes, lower career achievement and

reduced life satisfaction.

Despite this, The Times has published articles championing all the ways to consume pot in our already troubled city.

But now that Times reporter Paige St. John and WeedWeek editor Alex Halperin have documented the additional
dangers of pesticides and environmental destruction caused by California’s proliferation of pot growth, shops and con-
sumption, The Times is sounding the alarm bell that should have never stopped ringing.

Marijuana is bad for you. If only we valued our brains, bodies and our Earth as much as we value getting high, we might
explore and report on healthier ways to enjoy our state and each other.

ToRI MORDECAI, San Marino

Your excellent investiga-
tion of pesticides in canna-
bisraises anissue those of
us working to ban trespass
cannabis grows on public
lands have long known:

The grow sites on public
lands we have seen usually
contain the carcasses of
wildlife, from threatened
Pacific fishers to game
species.

goinginto dispensaries, the
closing of retail outlets that
violate the law and in-
creased enforcement
againstillicit cartel produc-
tion.

free to become what they
wanted.

Ifpeople wanted to fol-
low a certain religion, they
could. If people were rich
and powerful, they would

imagine how jealous the rest
ofthe world would be? For
their children’s sake, ambi-
tious people around the
world would attempt to
immigrate.

On Nov. 5, America can
become closer to such an
ideal. Vote.

MERLE BORG
San Diego

Former President
Trump has taken much
griefabout the shark-or-
electrocution dilemma he
posed in arecent speech.

What his critics fail to
grasp is that Trump, like
Jesus, was speaking meta-
phorically.

The shark, of course,
represents the legal system
out to get him: relentless,
predatory, able to swim in
both state and federal wa-
ters.

The boat battery repre-
sents President Biden:
sputtering, possibly sinking,
but nevertheless planning
to give Trump a jolt.

Iaskyou, who in his right
mind wouldn’t pick the
latter form of torturous
death?

Solay off the former
president — he has difficult
choices tomake.

JOHN FOLEY
Prescott Valley, Ariz.

Venice bedlam
will continue

Re “Brutal sex assaults
raise alarmin Venice,” June
18

Reporter Noah Gold-
berg’s recounting of the
recent brutal attacks in the
Venice canals was impres-
sive.

What hasn’t been im-
pressive is the continuing
commentary by some Los
Angeles city officials that
permanent affordable hous-
ingis essential in Venice,
where the undercounting of

Troubles” are guaranteed.
Aswith the now-distant
Troubles in Northern Ire-
land, we need higher politi-
cal powers to save us.
JEROME P. HELMAN
Venice

.o
.

We could all take a page
out of Mary Klein’s book for
how tolive a better and
more full life. After a brutal
assault, she is determined
not to allow fear to control
herlife.

More importantly, she
doesn’t need to lay blame
anywhere. She knows that it
happened because the
systemis failing all of us.

She hasn’t personalized
her attack, though it was of
the most personal kind. She
looks to elected officials to
do their job and take care of
the mental health crisis
playing out on the streets of
Los Angeles.

Thisis what every city
election has been about for
more than a decade, and we
witness the problem getting
worse by the day. Every
election going forward will
be about this issue until we
can, once again, get our
stepsin at the end ofeach
day, as Klein was trying to
do in Venice when she was
attacked.

Iwish continued healing
to Klein and all of us.

MARY ANN CHERRY
Los Angeles

oo
oo

Ilived in Venice for al-
most a decade. Unhoused
people were ubiquitous,
sleeping in alleyways and on
the beach. It has certainly
gotten much worse recently,
and the recent assaults
there are alarming, to say
theleast.

What Ifind galling is that
new storage facilities have
been built in Venice and
nearby areas. In other
words, we’ll build spiffy new
storage facilities for all the
junk that people can’t fit

Cartel-grown cannabis is Following major national RicHARD MCINTYRE | stillhave to followthelaw.If | the homeless population into their homes, but it’s
not only finding its way into news coverage on theissue, Sacramento | people were born with dark continues. much harderto do the same
thelegal market, it is a key public land growing has The writer is director of skin, it wouldn’t matter. If Becky Dennison, co- for people who have no-
piece ofiit. decreased, but cartels now the Cannabis Removal on people had medical prob- director of Venice Commu- where tolive.
Since 2018, we have been have moved their opera- Public Lands Project. lems, healthcare would be nity Housing, stated in the This discrepancy is
beating the drum on the tions, and their poisons, to provided. If people were article that four property sickening.
national public health time private lands within com- . born inthe body ofthe managers and case man- DAvVID TEMPEST
bomb ofillicit pesticides in munities. GI’C atne SS 1S On wrong gender, they would be | agers would always be on Mar Vista
cannabis. Carbofuran, a While the majority of free to change. If people site at the proposed Venice
pesticide bannedinthe U.S. | illicit cartel cannabis is the NOV. 5 baHOt needed money to study, as Dell Project. No profes-
and smuggled in from Mexi- shipped to cities in the long as they progressed, sional health, psychiatric or
cothat is among the most Midwest, a percentage Re “Citizens less likely to that money would be pro- addiction counselors have HOW TO WRITE TO US
toxic substances in exist- remains in California andis | vote cite a dislike of Biden, vided. been so designated. Please send letters to
ence, consistently showsup | widely available. Trump,” June 18 Filled with free people, With 140 units containing ! |etters@latimes.com. For
at grow sites. A quarter- The only real solution to canyou imagine how rich a full complement of resi- submission guidelines, see
teaspoon will easily kill a this problem is enhanced Imagine, ifyou will, a and powerful such a nation dents, bedlam and the latimes.com/letters or call
400-pound black bear. testing of every product nation where people were would become? Canyou continuation of the “Venice 1-800-LA TIMES, ext. 74511.
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THE POST FIRE burning through the Hungry Valley State Vehicular Recreation Area north of L.A.

With tires burning again,
is California uninsurable?

hursday marks the beginning of summer, but early wildfires have already scorch-

ed the outskirts of L.A. and the Bay Area. Many California homeowners find
themselves more vulnerable than ever as major insurers abandon areas threat-

ened by climate change-fueled fires. Gov. Gavin Newsom and state Insurance Commis-
sioner Ricardo Lara have responded with efforts to ease regulations and boost coverage.
Insurance industry representative Rex Frazier argues that state leaders have the right
idea: Burdensome regulations are making a difficult situation worse. But consumer ad-
vocate Jamie Court contends that the state needs to take a harder line by requiring cov-
erage of homeowners who meet fire protection standards.

A sclerotic insurance bureaucracy isn’t helping

By Rex Frazier

S THE LEADER OF AN assOCi-
A ation of homeowners’ insur-

ers, I frequently hear from
anxious Californians who are losing
coverage and wondering whetherthe
situation will get better. My answer is
that I am not one of those who be-
lieves California is facing an uninsur-
able future. The problems we face are
difficult but solvable.

The insurance challenges the
state is facing today have roots in the
past. While the giant wildfires of 2017
and 2018 had a huge impact, requir-
ing insurers to pay claims equivalent
to more than 20 years of profits, the
state’s insurance problems predate
the fires. California’s failure to up-
date the old rules governing insur-
ancerates havelongprevented insur-
ers from preparing for a hotter, drier
future.

California’s laws are a national
outlier. The rules for projecting wild-
fire losses, a crucial aspect of calcu-
lating insurance rates, are a case in
point. California is the only state in
the country that requires property
insurers to project future wildfire
losses based on average wildfire
losses over the last 20 years, regard-
less of where they plan to do busi-
ness. Every other state allows insur-
ers to base their rates on where they
intend to sell insurance, taking into
account the degree of fire risk to the
properties they plan to insure.

Californiais also anational outlier
on rate approval in that it’s a “prior
approval” state. That means an in-
surer must receive approval from the
California Department of Insurance
before it may increase or decrease
rates.

While California law promises a
60-day approval period, it often takes
six months or more to get permission
to change rates. At times of high in-
flation, slow approvals require insur-
ers to leave the highest-risk areas or

face financial ruin.

A less visible but nevertheless
critical issue is the financial well-be-
ing of the FAIR Plan, a pool of insur-
ers providing last-resort coverage.
The FAIR plan is growing well be-
yond its ability to pay claims for large
fires. And if it runs out of money, it
will charge insurers, as members of
the pool, a fee in addition to claims
from their own customers for the
same fire. If that fee gets large
enough, it could devastate insurers.
We must address this.

Fortunately, Insurance Commis-
sioner Ricardo Lara has recognized
the need to fix these problems. His
Sustainable Insurance Strategy
would update California’s rate regu-
lations and approval process while
requiring insurers to make commit-
ments to cover high-risk areas. The
proposal is far from perfect, but we
look forward to working with all the
interested parties to increase insur-
ance availability and restore the
health of the market.

While state regulations and proc-
esses can be changed, we remain vul-
nerable to forces that are beyond our
control. Inflation makes repairing
and rebuilding homes much more ex-
pensive, driving up rates. Longer dry
seasons increase the chances of dev-
astating fires, having the same effect
in the short term. We need a system
that acknowledges these realities.

But raising rates is not a long-
term solution. Reducing them over
time will require consensus on how to
handle combustible fuels near valu-
able property.

That will take a lot of time and ef-
fort. California homeowners’ insur-
ers are ready to do our part to secure
an insurable future for the state.

REX FRAZIERiS the president of the
Personal Insurance Federation of
California.

State should look out for homeowners, not insurers

By Jamie Court

OME INSURANCE COMPANIES
H have put Californians in a bind

by refusing to sell new policies
or renew many customers, leaving
them with few options. That drives
more homeowners into the high-cost,
low-benefit FAIR Plan, a pool ofinsur-
ers providing last-resort coverage.

Gov. Gavin Newsom recently an-
nounced legislation to allow insur-
ance companies to hike rates more
quickly in an effort to woo them back
to the state. While that will leave Cali-
fornians paying higher rates, it’s not
likely to get more people covered.

Insurance companies are refusing
to write new policies despite substan-
tial recent rate hikes — an average of
20% for State Farm and 37% for Far-
mers, for example. What has them
spooked is greater exposure through
the FAIR Plan, which increasingly
covers expensive homes in wildfire-
prone areas. Insurers are on the hook
for FAIR Plan claims, and their expo-
sure increases with market participa-
tion, so they limit participation.

Only freeing people from the FAIR
Plan will solve this. The most practi-
calwaytodothatistorequireinsurers
to cover people who harden their
homes against fire. We have manda-
tory health and auto insurance, so
why shouldn’t we have it for homes
that meet standards?

Hardening is expensive enough
that most homeowners are unlikely to
do it without guaranteed coverage.
Mandating insurance is therefore the
best way to mitigate fire risk.

Mitigation efforts are already
working, with major claim events
dwindling in recent years. Moreover,
insurers recovered billions from the
utilities responsible for major fire
losses in 2017 and 2018.

The current crisis was precipi-
tated not so much by wildfires as by
investment losses and rising con-
struction costs. Insurers responded

by tightening underwriting and rais-
ingrates.

Insurance companies got their
hikes, but they refuse to write new
business here until they get more. Un-
fortunately, Newsom and Insurance
Commissioner Ricardo Lara are
ready to give them what they want.

Last week, Lara proposed
regulations attempting to address
the crisis. Echoing a legislative pro-
posal that failed last year, they would
allow companies to raise rates based
on black-box climate models. Florida
tried a similar approach, and its rates
are now about double California’s.
Florida’s insurer of last resort covers
20% of its homeowners, roughly five
times the share in California.

The proposed regulations purport
torequire insurers to increase sales to
homeowners in “distressed areas” by
5%. But they would not require them
to charge affordable prices. The re-
quirement to cover these areas could
also be waived if an insurer shows it’s
“taking reasonable steps to fulfill its
insurer commitment.” And the plan
gives companies two years to comply
but lets them charge all policyholders
more immediately.

Newsom cheered the proposal, es-
sentially arguing that California’s in-
surance rates are too damn low. He
didn’t mention that California insurer
profits have generally outpaced the
U.S. average for 20 years.

Newsom’s latest proposal would
limit public participation in rate-set-
ting by cutting out so-called interve-
nors such as Consumer Watchdog,
which can challenge unnecessary in-
creases and has saved consumers
more than $6 billion over 22 years.

Throwing money at insurers won’t
end the crisis; requiring them to cover
responsible homeowners will.

JaMmIE CouRTis the president ofthe
nonprofit Consumer Watchdog.

Kowtowing to Trump doesn’t get much worse

JACKIE CALMES

IT was so predic-
table. Speaker
“MAGA Mike”
Johnson belatedly
did the right thing
in April by allowing
the House to ap-
prove aid to
UKraine over most
Republicans’ opposition. Even
former Speaker Nancy Pelosi
called him “courageous.” Yet ever
since, he’s been truckling to his
fellow House right-wingers, and to
Donald Trump, to make up for his
perceived heresy.

Two of Johnson’s recent ac-
tions show just how low he’ll go to
kowtow to the disgraced former
president and his MAGA disciples
in the House, and how hypocritical
theyall are.

On Friday, Johnson announced
that the House would go to federal
court to press charges against
Atty. Gen. Merrick Garland for
contempt of Congress. Two days
earlier, the House had voted along
partylines to seek the Justice
Department’s prosecution ofits
boss. The department declined
and within hours Johnson said the
House would proceed on its own.

Atissueis Garland’s refusal to
give Republicans an audio record-
ing they subpoenaed of President
Biden’s interview in the fallin the

investigation of his past handling
of classified documents, which
didn’t result in criminal charges.
Garland did provide other materi-
als the House sought, including a
transcript of the interview, but
Biden asserted executive privilege
over the audio.

For all the Republicans’ highfa-
lutin posturing about respect for
Congress, you know theirreal
reason for demanding the record-
ing: They figure the audio must
include parts they can exploit to
embarrass Biden. They’ve coveted
it ever since the Republican spe-
cial counsel who interviewed the
president unnecessarily alluded in
his report to Biden’s advanced
age, poor memory and “dimin-
ished faculties.”

Johnson, on message, con-
demned the refusal to prosecute
Garland as “another example of
the two-tiered system of justice
brought to us by the Biden Admin-
istration.”

Only a shameless Trump toady
would keep spouting that “two
tiers” nonsense after the Justice
Department’s successful
prosecution of Biden’s son, with a
second federal trial in September.
And House Republicans layered
on another preposterous lie:
Hunter Biden’s conviction was a
feint to distract us from the real
crimes of the father, the ones that
House Republicans haven’t been

able to identify despite more than
ayear of investigations.

The actual double standard is
Republicans’: They want Garland
prosecuted for only partially com-
plying with a congressional sub-
poena, yet their ranks include
members who utterly scorned
subpoenas from the House Jan. 6
committee to testify about their
efforts to help Trump overturn the
2020 election. They even turned
their defiance into fundraising
pitches: “I'VE BEEN SUBPOE-
NAED” was the Trumpian head-
line atop one email.

That boast came from Rep. Jim
Jordan of Ohio, now chair of the
Judiciary Committee that recom-
mended Garland be held in con-
tempt. Prominent among the
others who flouted subpoenas was
Rep. Scott Perry of Pennsylvania,
who begged Trump postelection
to name an acting attorney gen-
eral who would declare the elec-
tion fraudulent. Perry’s phone,
seized by FBI agents, was rich with
incriminating calls and messages
(“Il daysto1/6 ... We gotta get
going!” he texted the White House
at one point). And no less than the
highest-ranking official within the
building that was attacked, then-
Speaker Kevin McCarthy of Bak-
ersfield (“My Kevin” to Trump),
also ignored his subpoena to tell
what he knew.

The Jan. 6 committee, inits

report, justified its extraordinary
subpoenas of House members by
describing “the centrality of their
efforts” to help Trump illegally
stay in power. For example, in
December 2020, Trump named
Jordan and Perry when he urged
resistant Justice Department
officials to “just say the election
was corrupt and leave the rest to
me and the Republican congress-
men.”

The contempt for Congress is
all theirs, not Garland’s.

Perry also figures in Johnson’s
otherrecent Trump-toadying
gambit. At the former president’s
urging, the speaker quietly named
Perry and Rep. Ronny Jackson of
Texas to the House Intelligence
Committee, one of Congress’ most
sensitive and least partisan pan-
els, privy to classified information
that most otherlawmakers don’t
see. It’s a posting that neither
Perry nor Jackson deserve, which
is why their appointments report-
edly incensed the committee chair,
Michael R. Turner of Ohio, among
other more moderate House Re-
publicans. Turner told CBS’ “Face
the Nation” on Sunday that the
speaker promised to intervene in
the event of “improper” behavior
by the two.

Why the concern? As former
Rep. Adam Kinzinger, Liz Ch-
eney’s fellow Republican profile in
courage on the Jan. 6 committee,

putitinarecent podcast, Perry
had been the House member the
committee most wanted to force to
testify, because he was considered
“basically the driving force behind
Jan. 6” among those in Congress.

As for Jackson, he so flattered
Trump when he was the White
House doctor that Trump picked
him to be Veterans Affairs secre-
tary, anomination that imploded
amid allegations that Jackson
drank, abused staff and improper-
ly dispensed drugs (nickname:
“Candy Man”). Demoted to cap-
tain after a Pentagon investigation
, he still called himself a rear admi-
ral on his congressional website
until the Washington Post
revealed his deceit in March.

A former counsel to the Intelli-
gence Committee — a Republican
— said that Perry and Jackson
“couldn’t get a security clearance if
they’d come through any other
door.” But Johnson has put them
in position to know the nation’s
deepest secrets just to please
Trump, who is charged himself
with taking and sharing classified
documents.

That makes sense only if your
motivationisn’t the country’s
interests but instead those of the
once and perhaps future presi-
dent. Which pretty much describes
the House speaker.

@jackiekcalmes
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A draft resister’s enduring bon

[Draft, from Ai]
— refusing to report for a pre-
induction physical and refusing to
report for induction. The maxi-
mum sentence was five years in
prison and a $10,000 fine.
Pregerson, though remem-
bered as aliberal judge, was also a
Marine who was wounded in the
Battle of Okinawa in World War II.
He didn’'t have a track record of
leniency, and had already sent
three of Zaugh’s roommates —
Richard Profumo, Mike Swartz
and Jack Whitten — to prison.

===

After Assistant U.S. Atty. Ar-
nold Regardie introduced Zaugh’s
Selective Service file as evidence,
thejudge turned to Zaugh, who
had waived a jury trial and was
representing himself.

“You may proceed, Mr. Zaugh.”

“Iwill start by saying that on
May 29th I did refuse to cooperate
at aphysical, and that on August
27th Idid refuse to submit to in-
duction,” he began.

His defense, he said, would be
“that there isreally no alternative
way for me to act whenIam con-
fronted by the U.S. Military Code.”

Zaugh would later obtain a
transcript of the hearing from the
National Archives.

In his opening statement, he
quoted at length from a Selective
Service System pamphlet called
“Manpower Channeling,” and
argued that the very concept of
the draft infringed on his and
other young men’s inalienable
rights expressed in the Declara-
tion of Independence and, in his
view, reserved to the citizens by
the 9th Amendment.

The prosecutor could no longer
bearit.

“I'will object to any further
opening statement along these
lines onthe grounds thatitis
irrelevant and really not properly
part of an opening statement,” he
broke in.

And then came the moment
when Pregerson inadvertently
created abond that would live
beyond him — and lead Zaugh,
year after year, to the judge’s
grave.

“What you say is technically
true, Mr. Regardie,” Pregerson
told the prosecutor. “But I will
hear Mr. Zaugh.”

Zaugh would — necessarily —
be convicted that day and face
possible prison time. But he had
unexpectedly won the only victory
he hoped for — to be heard.

==

For anyone who didn’t live
through the 1960s, it might be
impossible to conceive of the mor-
al fissures wrought in America by
the Vietnam War and the life-
changing and character-defining
decisions faced by every man of
military age.

Some would follow their sense
of duty, or merely do what they
were told, and join a war many
found they didn’t understand.
Those who didn’t die returned to a
home that many found didn’t
understand them.

Hundreds of thousands would
linger in school or marry to obtain
deferments, or enlist in the Coast
Guard or Air Force to avoid con-
scriptioninto the Army. Others
turned their backs on the U.S. by
moving to Canada.

It was later estimated that
more than 570,000 sought defer-
ments through deception — the
draft dodgers — or openly repudi-
ated the draft — the resisters.

Some declared they wouldn’t
fight for reasons of conscience.
The standard-bearer of that group
was world heavyweight champion
Muhammad Ali, who in 1967 was
sentenced to prison for refusing
induction, citing his Muslim faith
and his country’s racial injustice.

“Why should they ask me to put
on a uniform and go 10,000 miles
from home and drop bombs and
bullets on brown people in Viet-
nam while so-called Negro people
in Louisville are treated like
dogs?” Ali asked.

The late David Harris, former
Stanford student body president
and co-founder of a group called
the Resistance, emerged as a
leader in the growing national civil
disobedience movement. He op-
posed the draft on broad philoso-
phical precepts:

“We are all responsible for what
our country does,” Harris wrote.
“Under the worst of circum-
stances, we control our own behav-
ior.”

Zaugh was in graduate school
at UCLA when Harris, soon to be
tried and sentenced to prison
himself, spoke on campus, railing
against the draft as an unjust
system funneling young men into
anunjust war.

The message struck so deeply
that Zaugh dropped out of UCLA,
joined a commune of fellow draft
resistersliving in alarge house in
central L.A., and began volun-
teering with aragtag group called
the Peace Press that published
antiwar literature on a small offset
printer.

Amongresisters, Zaugh was a
special case. Before he took his
stand of conscience, he had re-
ported for, and flunked, a pre-

d with judge

PATRICK T. FALLON For The Times

JUDGE Harry Pregerson, seen in 2015, had sent three of Bob Zaugh’s roommates to prison as draft resisters before Zaugh’s trial.

induction physical due to a con-
genital condition called rheuma-
toid spondylitis, a fusing of the
spinal vertebrae.

He never would have been sent
to Vietnam.

B A

When Zaugh’s day in court
arrived, he wanted the judge to
know that he could have taken the
easy way out.

“Ihope to show that, first of all,
I could have cooperated, taken the
physical, and I would have flunked
andreceived eitheral-Y or a4-F,”
he said, citing two categories for
medical deferment.

But that was not his defense.
He brought up his physical condi-
tion for only one reason, he said: “I
would like you to be convinced of
the sincerity of what my defense
really is.”

With Pregerson’s license to
speak, Zaugh did, for 15 minutes.
He read passages from “Channel-
ing Manpower,” which he said
“really had a great effect” on him
— “somuch so that I printed up,
myself, about 10,000 copies and
distributed them.”

Anyone who read the docu-
ment, he said, “would clearly see
that the young people are dispos-
sessed of their lives in this country,
and that as aresult we are being
deprived of life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness.

“Imaintain that I have the right
to choose my own happiness; not
to have it imposed upon me from
the outside.”

Pregerson cut in.

“Don’t you think all of us live
under certainrestrictions, Mr.
Zaugh? Really, are any of us com-
pletely free to do what we want to
do and to pursue our own happi-
ness in the way we want to pursue
it?”

But without waiting for an
answer, he changed his tone.

“What are you doing now? Are
youin school?”

“No,” Zaugh replied. “I have
been working with blind children
for four years, and I do printing on
asubsistence wage, and I pack
eggs for the father of a friend of
mine who was sent to jail for refus-
ing induction.”

“Go ahead,” Pregerson said. “I
am glad you are doing that kind of
work.”

Zaugh described arecent real-
ization: “All the decisions that I
have made relate to various social
problems, such as ecology, the
draft, racism and war.”

Complying with the induction
law “means that I am violating the
rights of others, because the result
ofthe Selective Service System is
really slavery. I think when you are
forced to goin the Army because of
fear of five years in prison, you are
being enslaved.”

His testimony continued in this

vein until Pregerson, in effect,
mounted the defense that Zaugh
was unwilling to make. The judge
pressed Zaugh’s advisory counsel
to argue that the government had
made procedural errors in his case
— adefense that worked for more
than 100,000 defendants.

Contrary to Zaugh’s wish not to
base his defense on technicalities,
Pregerson found him not guilty of
refusing induction.

Almost apologetically, he said
he had to find Zaugh guilty of
refusing his physical. He set sen-
tencing for June 17.

=

American attitudes toward the
Vietnam War were changingin
1970, as images of the dead — Viet-
namese and American — on
nightly television drummed home
the brutality of the war; the ene-
my’s massive Tet Offensive 0f 1968
had undermined the U.S. govern-
ment’s assurances of ultimate
victory. Ali, initially condemned as
unpatriotic by much of America,
became a powerful symbol for the
growing antiwar movement. The
Supreme Court overturned his
convictionin 1971

That trend was reflected in the
justice system. Prosecutions,
convictions and prison sentences
for draft resisters declined sharply
in the late 1960s and early 1970s,
President Ford’s postwar clemen-
cy board concluded in an exhaus-
tive study of the Vietnam War era.

In “Chance and Circumstance:
The Draft, the War and the Viet-
nam Generation,” Lawrence M.
Baskir and William A. Strauss
attributed the change to the suc-
cessful strategy of resistance
leaders to overwhelm the court
system, and to growing doubts
about the war among prosecutors
and judges.

In achart modeled on a family
tree, the authors documented the
cases 0f 209,517 men accused of
draft violations: 25,279 indict-
ments, 8,750 convictions and only
3,250 prison terms.

Zaugh might have had reason
to think Pregerson too was having
achange of heart.

Two other members of the
commune earlier sentenced by
Pregerson — Swartz and Profumo
— had obtained early releases and
attended Zaugh’s trial to show
their support.

Though he has no proof, Zaugh
believes Pregerson was responsi-
ble for their release. The judge had
learned they were in solitary con-
finement for continuing their civil
disobedience in prison. Pregerson
went to the prison to see for him-
self, and then either filed a habeas
corpus petition or persuaded a
lawyer to do so, Zaugh said.

At sentencing Pregerson gave
no inkling of his motivation, but
said simply that Zaugh “does not

now need confinement.” He sen-
tenced him to two years of proba-
tion on the condition that he “per-
form civilian work of national
importance contributing to the
maintenance of the national
health, safety and interest.”

U.S. District Judge Dean
Pregerson, who followed his father
to the bench, believes the reasons
for his decision were complex.

“Ithink like so much of the
country, my dad had nothing but
respect for men and women in
uniform, but at the same time he
began having doubts about
whether this war made sense,” he
said.

But he also thought Zaugh’s
sincerity had influenced the deci-
sion.

“The other thing that is are-
flection of my dad’s characteris
that he appreciated people who
were genuine, who lacked guile
and were acting on principle,” the
son said. “The fact that people like
Bob were willing to go to prison
rather than do what less princi-
pled people would do, which is try
to avoid the draft through some
other means, is something that
spoke to those qualities.”

Zaugh informed the Probation
Board that he intended to serve
the national interest by continuing
to work for the Peace Press.

That could have been a tidy end
to the story, but fate was still at
play.

Three decades later, the elder
Pregerson came back into Zaugh’s
life by chance. It happened, of all
places, at a UCLA football game
where Zaugh, by then a Bruin fan,
saw UCLA alum Pregerson hon-
ored at halftime.

Zaugh’s sense of destiny was
reinforced when he attended a
screening of Oscar-winner Terry
Sanders’ 1998 documentary “Re-
turn with Honor,” about U.S. pilots
who’d been prisoners of war. It was
a fundraiser for an Inglewood
veterans shelter, one of several
Pregerson had helped found.

“So, after intending to write you
since the 70’s, the signs were clear
it was time to do so,” Zaugh said in
anundated letter to Pregerson, by
then onthe U.S. 9th Circuit Court
of Appeals.

Hereminded the judge of the
details of his case and concluded:

“What was crucial for me was
that though you probably disa-
greed with my position, you prob-
ably set that aside and allowed me
to present my defense.”

He mentioned that he had
done his work in the national
interest at the Peace Press.

“Though it may seem a stretch
as work in the national interest, it
wasrespected by many and stud-
ied as a model worker-owned
business by the [Small Business
Administration] and California.

“My conviction has never been
aburden in any way and the fact
that you chose not to jail me has

Los Angeles Resistance Collection/L.A. Public Library

BOB ZAUGH drops his draft card at First Unitarian Church of L.A. in 1967. He risked prison
to resist the Vietnam War despite a congenital condition that meant he’d never have to fight.

probably been a blessing.”

By then Pregerson, who fa-
mously testified at his 1979 appeals
court confirmation hearing that
he would follow his conscience if it
conflicted with the law, had estab-
lished himself as an activist, both
on and off the bench, on behalf of
homeless people and veterans. He
stirred the federal bureaucracy to
provide land for the Salvation
Army’s shelterin Bell, and his
oversight of litigation over the
Century Freeway led to the con-
struction of close to 1,000 perma-
nent housing units for veterans at
Century Villages at Cabrillo.

OnFeb. 16,1999, Pregerson
wrote back:

“It meant alot to receive your
letter. ... Iremember your case
well. I also remember Mike Swartz
and another young man whose
last name was Whitten. I've often
wondered what became of you and
the others.

“Iam happy to know that my
disposition of your case turned out
so well for you and for our coun-
try.”

Zaugh had long wanted to
thank Pregerson in person, but
couldn’t get court staff to make an
appointment. He finally suc-
ceeded in 2016, when he offered to
introduce the judge to his friend
Gary Tyler. A Black man who had
served 40 years in a Louisiana
prison on a murder charge that
was widely discredited as racially
motivated, Tyler was released that
year in a manslaughter plea deal.
Zaugh had supported the cam-
paign to free him and facilitated
Tyler’s move to Los Angeles.

The 2%-hour meeting in the
judge’s chambers provided alink
that bore fruit upon Pregerson’s
death on Nov. 25, 2017.

Sanders, the filmmaker,
wanted to film the judge’s memori-
al service at the Shrine Audito-
rium. Zaugh made the introduc-
tion to the family through
Pregerson’s staff. That footage
became the foundation for “9th
Circuit Cowboy,” Sanders’ feature-
length documentary on the judge.

Zaugh, Sanders and Dean
Pregerson have since appeared at
colleges and high schools for
showings and discussions of the
film.

===

Today Zaugh, 79, a divorced
father of three, lives alonein a
guesthouse in south Santa Moni-
ca. He spent about two decades at
the Peace Press, then another 20
years printing for Matt Groening’s
Bongo Comics Group. He used his
severance from the company to
form a nonprofit, Actions Speak
Louder Inc.

His nonprofit produces drama-
ticreadings of the play “Our Town”
and speaks with law school stu-
dents at UCLA and Loyola Mary-
mount about the Resistance. Its
history is as relevant as ever today,
he thinks, as he sees protesters for
the Palestinian cause hiding their
identities and shunning the news
media instead of openly proclaim-
ing their commitment to the
cause.

His current project is preparing
ayearlong exhibition of talks and
artwork on depression for El Ca-
mino College in Torrance.

He also prays out loud every
day for some 200 people, living and
dead.

“Iask that I am able to repre-
sent, carry forth, the best trait of
their life in my own life to honor
their soul.”

After Pregerson’s death, Zaugh
began aritual that is partly spir-
itual and partly his continued
service to the national interest. On
Veterans Day and Memorial Day,
he visits L.A.’s National Cemetery
for veterans.

It’s a simple observance. He
walks to Pregerson’s grave site,
sits with him and prays.

His message: “Thank you.”
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PERSHING SQUARE in downtown Los Angeles is undergoing a transformation designed to make it more accessible and more attractive.

Finding a place for an unsung hero

De Leén seeks to rename Pershing Square for Biddy Mason, who triumphed over slavery

BY RUBEN VIVES
AND DAVID ZAHNISER

It was nearly a year ago that Los
Angeles City Councilmember Kevin
de Ledn celebrated the start of a
multimillion-dollar renovation of
Pershing Square in downtown L.A.

The ceremony marked the begin-
ning of the park’s transformation,
with construction crews expected to
turn the concrete space into a more
accessible and attractive public
square by demolishing walls, lower-
ing the park to street level and add-
ing greenery.

Now, the 5-acre park, nestled be-
tween Olive and Hill streets, will get
not only a new look but also, quite
possibly, a new identity.

On Wednesday, De Ledén an-
nounced he intends to rename Per-
shing Square after Biddy Mason,
who was born into slavery and won
her freedom in court and became a
philanthropist and unsung hero of

Los Angeles, foundingthe city’s First

African Methodist Episcopal
Church, one of the largest Black

Seaver Center for Western History Research
BIDDY MASON was born into slavery and won her freedom in
court. She was a major property owner and philanthropist in L.A.

churchesinthe U.S.

De Leén unveiled his plans on
Juneteenth, the federal holiday
marking the date in 1865 when Union
soldiers informed the last enslaved
people in Galveston, Texas, that
they were free. It also comes as De
Leon faces a tough reelection cam-
paign and is looking to move past a
nearly two-year-old scandal over his
participation in a secretly recorded
conversation that featured racist
and derogatory remarks.

Since then, De Leén has apolo-
gized to the Black community and
the city as a whole. Standing in Per-
shing Square, he dismissed the idea
that the proposal is linked to the
scandal or his reelection, saying he
hashad talks with Biddy Mason’s de-
scendants about ways of honoring
her since February 2022.

“This is a recognition of an in-
credible woman who was a huge,
huge property owner in downtown
Los Angeles, a woman who fought
courageously to secure her freedom

in a court of law in Los Angeles,” he
said an interview. Renaming Per-

[See Square, B4]

Heat dome set to clamp down
on region, raising wildfire risk

By GRACE TOOHEY

Another bout of danger-
ous, triple-digit heat is
headed for much of Califor-
nia’s interior this weekend,
creating new concerns for
firefighters battling wild-
fires across the state, includ-
ing two that have surpassed
15,000 acres.

“Friday will Kick off a
fairly dramaticwarm-up asa
large and hot upper-high

over the middle of the [coun-
try] expands westward,” the
National Weather Service
wrote in its Wednesday
morning forecast. The up-
per-level ridge of high pres-
sure — known colloquially as
a heat dome — will most di-
rectly affect the San Joaquin
Valley and Southern Califor-
nia deserts, but almost all of
the Golden State can expect
elevated temperatures this
weekend.

The Los Angeles area will

remain on the western edge
of the system as it moves
across the Southwest before
expanding north and west —
creating significant “com-
pressional heating” below
the ridge of high pressure,
said Joe Sirard, a weather
service meteorologist in Ox-
nard. Sirard said “heat
dome” isn’t a precise meteo-
rological term, but describes
the process that pushes
temperatures up as air sinks

[See Fires, B2]

NoaH BERGER Associated Press
A RANCHER is assisted in reconnecting a fence
Monday after tending to cattle as the Aero fire burns
in the Copperopolis community of Calaveras County.

JAKE NOLAN

SECURITY video shows a man cutting a Pride flag
with such force that the pole was pulled off the house.

After couple’s Pride flag is slashed,
neighbors unite in a colorful display

Rainbows multiply

on an Anaheim street
when a resident posts
a video of vandalism.

By HANNAH FrRY

Early Saturday morning,
a man armed with a knife
slashed through the Pride
flag that hung outside a cou-
ple’s Anaheim home, un-
leashing a slur meant to de-
meanthe LGBTQ+ commu-
nity in the process.

The action, which tar-
geted the home of Jake
Nolan and his partner, Jon,
was meant to send a mes-
sage of hate and intolerance.
Theneighborhood sent back

amessage of support and in-
clusion.

“We’re not going to toler-
atehate,” said Elia Renteria-
Garcia, who has lived in the
historic neighborhood
known as the Colony for
nearly seven years.

When Nolan, 35, noticed
that the flag he had put up a
few days earlier was no long-
er flying, he thought the
wind might have knocked it
down. But when he exam-
ined the flag, it appeared as
though someone had tried
to cut it. He reviewed video
from his doorbell camera
and saw something he’d ne-
ver experienced while living
in California.

The video shows two
darkened figures walking
along Water Street near his

home on Dickel Street about
2 a.m. One of the men makes
a beeline for the flag, whip-
ping out a knife as he steps
onto the yard. He drags the
knife through the center of
the flag, using enough force
to rip the pole off the house,
the video shows.

The man, who has not
been identified, mutters a
pejorative term for a gay
man as he walks away.
Though it’s difficult to hear
in the video, the man ap-
pears to say “not in my
neighborhood” as he contin-
ues down the street, Nolan
said.

Nolan said he was disap-
pointed by the behavior but
brushed it off and quickly
bought anew flag.

[See Flag, B5]

Seeking
remedies
for racist

property
selzures

Bills aim to help get
restitution for families
of people of color
whose land was taken.

By TYRONE BEASON

Few governmental prac-
tices have caused more rap-
id disruption or erosion of
generational wealth in Black
and brown communities
than the discriminatory use
of eminent domain — the le-
gal tool cities, counties and
other official bodies rely on
to unilaterally condemn and
purchase private land for
public use.

Several reparations bills
moving through the state
Legislature could help Cali-
fornians of color who believe
their land was taken against
theirwill with racist intent to
finally get restitution.

The bills turn the spot-
light on a phenomenon that
is woven into the Golden
State’s history, said Califor-
nia state Sen. Steven Brad-
ford, a Democrat from Gar-
dena who wrote three of the
pending bills.

Under pressure from the
Ku Klux Klan, the city of
Manhattan Beach used its
eminent domain authority
in 1924 to drive out a seaside
resort for Black guests
owned by Willa and Charles
Bruce, promising to put a
parkinits place.

Just as Silas White was
about to realize his dream of
establishing the Ebony
Beach Club as a Black-
owned haven free of racism
in 1958, Santa Monica used
eminent domain to confis-

[See Reparations, B2]

Drug cartel
laundered
millions in
county, U.S.
attorney says

Brokers in San Gabriel
Valley allegedly sent
Sinaloa cash through

a Chinese network.

BY MATTHEW ORMSETH

With millions in cash pil-
ing up in the United States,
the Sinaloa cartel needed to
funnel proceeds from the
sale of fentanyl, metham-
phetamine and cocaine back
to Mexico.

Federal prosecutors saya
ring of Chinese nationals in
the San Gabriel Valley of-
fered a solution: marrying
the Sinaloans’ glut of bulk
cash in Greater Los Angeles
with a demand from wealthy
residents of China to trans-
fer their money to the United
States.

U.S. Atty. E. Martin
Estrada announced Tues-
day that a grand jury has
charged 24 defendants —
drug traffickers, couriers,
bagmen and brokers — with
conspiring to distribute
drugs, money laundering
and operating an unlicensed
money-transmitting busi-
ness.

The indictment de-
scribed a straightforward
system to transfer wealth
out of China. The Chinese
government has restricted
the flow of assets out of the
country, creating an under-
ground market for U.S. dol-
lars that drug traffickers
need to transfer back to

[See Laundering, B4]

SPORTS ON THE BACK: Sparks rookie Brink to miss season with knee injury. B10
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State bills seek justice for victims of racist land

[Reparations, from Bi]
cate his property, demolish-
ing it with plans to create
public parking. The luxury
Viceroy Hotel now sits onthe
lot.

“There are multiple ex-
amples of African American
families who were forced off
their land, for no other rea-
son than they didn’t want
them there anymore,” Brad-
ford said. “And now their
homes have been replaced
with freeways or parking
lots, or as in Manhattan
Beach, an alleged park that
was 40 years before it even
came into development.”

Families that were forced
to sell their land forless than
itwasworthlost out onyears
of potential gains from their
properties, depriving them
of the chance to grow and
pass down assets to their
heirs, Bradford said.

At arecent Senate Judici-
ary Committee hearing,
Bradford sat next to Jessie
Johnson as she spoke of a
pain that hasn’t abated in
the six decades since her
grandfather’s land was
seized in the largely Black
and Latino community of
Russell City, in what was
then unincorporated Ala-
meda County. The land
wound up in the hands of a
developer and was annexed
by the city of Hayward.

“We thought we would
have the liberty to build on
my grandfather’s land,”
Johnson told committee
members. “Unfortunately,
eminent domain took over.”

Bradford believes that
hundreds and perhaps thou-
sands of other California
property owners, or their de-
scendants, may seek finan-
cial remedies under the pro-
posed law.

“Ican’t assignadollarfig-
ure — that’s how bigit is,” he
said.

Bradford’s reparations
legislation would set up the
Freedmen Affairs Agency,
which, among other things,
would determine the validity
of claims brought by families
who believe their property
was unjustly seized.

The legislation currently
defines racially motivated
eminent domain as “when
the state, county, city, city
and county, district, or other
political subdivision of the
state acquires private prop-
erty for public use and does
not distribute just compen-
sation to the owner at the
time of the taking, and the
taking, or the failure to pro-
vide just compensation, was
due, in whole or in part, to
the owners’ ethnicity or
race.”

The state’s Office of Legal
Affairs would be tasked with
presenting the offending en-
tities with possible reme-
dies, such asthereturnofthe
seized lands, publicly owned
land of equal present-day
value or monetary pay-
ments.

Bradford’s bills stem
from his participation onthe
state reparations task force,
which spent two years study-
inghow California permitted
the enslavement of Africans
arriving in the state without
formally sanctioning the in-
stitution of slavery itself. It
also examined policies, such
as the use of eminent do-
main, that further disadvan-
taged Black Californians.

The senator said he ex-
pects the eminent domain
provision, which is part of a

package of reparations pro-
posals recommended by the
task force and backed by the
California Legislative Black
Caucus, to reach Gov. Gavin
Newsom’s desk by the end of
the current legislative ses-
sion.

Racially biased eminent
domain isn’t a problem only
in California. One study au-
thored by research psychia-
trist Dr. Mindy Thompson
Fullilove and published by
the nonprofit Institute for
Justice looked at cases in-
volving the Federal Housing
Act between 1949 and 1973. It
found that 2,532 civic proj-
ects carried out in 992 cities
displaced 1 million people,
two-thirds of them Black
Americans, making that
group “five times more likely
to be displaced than they
should have been given their
numbers in the population.”

But although Black
Americans have largely been
the focus of state and na-
tional reparations efforts,
Bradford said his eminent
domain proposal applies to
members of other racial
groups as well.

“I hope people under-
stand the importance of
reparations by seeing that
other folks were harmed too
because of the racially moti-
vated taking of their proper-
ty,” Bradford said.

Bradford’s Senate bills
coincide with Assembly Bill
1950, a separate reparations
measure introduced by state
Assemblywoman  Wendy
Carrillo (D-Los Angeles) on
behalf of families from the
former Palo Verde, La Loma
and Bishop neighborhoods
of Chavez Ravine, where
Dodger Stadium stands to-

day, who are seeking restitu-
tion for theirlosses.

In the 1950s, Los Angeles
officials evicted families on a
315-acre hillside site that en-
compassed the largely Lat-
ino neighborhoods on the
premise that public housing
would be built there. Har-
rowing scenes ensued of chil-
dren sobbing and a woman
kicking and screaming as
sheriff’s deputies carried her
away by her arms and legs.

“The shorthand version
ofthe storyisthat the homes
in these communities were
deemed as ‘slums’ by the Los
Angeles Housing Authority,
so the compensation pro-
vided to the families was
lower than what the land
should have been priced at,”
said Carrillo. “For those that
refused toleave, eminent do-
main was used to remove
them.”

Carrillo represents parts
of northeast and East L.A.,
home to large Latino com-
munities. In an email, she ex-
plained how racist land
grabs and redevelopment
schemes have disrupted the
lives of Angelenos of color.

“Restrictive covenants,
redlining and segregation by
design has always been the
housing story of Los Ange-
les,” said Carrillo, who also
noted that the expansion of
the 10 Freeway toward Santa
Monica destroyed the afflu-
ent Black Sugar Hill neigh-
borhood in West Adams.

For Chavez Ravine fam-
ilies, restitution could come
inthe form ofland, cash pay-
ments or access to city pro-
grams such as affordable-
housing assistance, said Al-
fred Fraijo, an L.A. real es-
tate and land-use attorney

who served as an advisor on
thelegislation.

“The idea is we want to
give local government the
opportunity to do right,” be-
fore cases devolve into pro-
tracted courtroom and me-
dia spectacles, Fraijo said.

He Dbelieves Carrillo’s
Chavez Ravine Accountabil-
ity Act, along with Brad-
ford’s bill, could, if success-
ful, prompt government en-
tities to more strongly con-
sider racial and economic
equity when considering fu-
ture uses of eminent do-
main.

Fraijo, 47, grew up in the
heavily Latino East L.A.
neighborhood of Boyle
Heights and remembers
feeling hemmed in by a tan-
gle of interchanges connect-
ing the 10 and 5 freeways,
whose construction had
erased streetslined with Vie-
torian and Craftsman-style
homes.

“These freeways were not
built in our community by
accident — they were inten-
tional,” Fraijo said.

He describes AB 1950 as
“the beginning of a reconcili-
ation and a healing process
for our communities.”

Therestitutionbills come
as welcome news to activist
Kavon Ward too. Ward
started the organization
Where Is My Land to help
Black Americans in Califor-
nia and nationwide fight for
their stolen properties.

Her organization has ad-
vised families in the Ebony
Beach Club, Russell City and
Bruce’s Beach cases, as well
as survivors of Section 14 in
Palm Springs who were evic-
ted from their homes on the
Agua Caliente tribal reser-

orabs
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HUGH ARNOTT Los Angeles Times Archive / UCLA
L.A. COUNTY deputies carry off Aurora Vargas after she refused to leave her home in Chavez Ravine, where Dodger Stadium now stands.

vation in the 1960s.

Ward and Bradford’s
work on Bruce’s Beach
helped the family reach a
deal in which Los Angeles
Countyreturned two parcels
to the family, marking the
first time that alocal govern-
ment had given back land to
a Black family after recog-
nizing that it had been un-
fairly seized. The family sub-
sequently sold the property
back to the county for nearly
$20 million.

Ward consulted with
Bradford on his land bill to
eliminate the standard five-
year statute oflimitations on
eminent domain challenges,
because many of the unfair
land takings happened dec-
ades ago.

“There should be no stat-
ute of limitations on stolen
land like this,” Ward said.
“The policy is extremely im-
portant, because it helps
everybody.”

Ward said she under-
stands the fraught politics of
the Black land return move-
ment, given the -current
backlash against govern-
ment equity and inclusion
efforts, attacks on Black his-
tory education and repeated
attempts to enact a national
reparations bill into law.

Some Indigenous leaders
have sought a greater role in
the state reparations de-
bate. Tribal nations, the
original stewards of all of
California’s lands, are push-
ing for the return or co-man-
agement of their stolen an-
cestral territories.

Ward said that land-
based restitution cases for
Black Americans should not
be seen as conflicting with
the tribal land reclamation.

“When I think about the
LandBack movement, I love
that movement,” Ward said.
“They’re focused on Native
land and they should. What I
realized with Bruce’s Beach
is that this is so widespread,
but nobody is focusing on
Black people.”

Bradford agrees it won’t
always be easy to persuade
local elected officials to
spend taxpayers dollars to
set up their own task forces,
study the potential return of
publicly owned parcels, is-
sue payouts for past land
seizures and invest in other
reparative measures.

Nothing in either Brad-
ford’s legislation or Carrillo’s
obligates eminent domain
offenders to make families
whole, nor do they commit
the state to offering compen-
sation for unjustly seized
properties with tax dollars
instead, Bradford and Fraijo
said.

In the case of Chavez
Ravine, Carrillo’s bill has
come under criticism from
survivors in the nonprofit
advocacy group Buried
Under the Blue, who re-
cently told radio station
KCRW that many members
are withholding support for
Carrillo’s bill until it holds
the Dodgers organization
more accountable.

The organization has not
responded to a request for
comment about the bill.

Bradford said he is confi-
dent that despite the poten-
tial obstacles, more families
will have an easier pathway
torestitution.

But he acknowledged
that “all cases are not going
to end successfully like
Bruce’s Beach.”

An upcoming heat dome will heighten California’s risk of wildfires

[Fires, from Bi]
below the upper ridge.

“That will help to build
the heat,” Sirard said. “The
hottest weather should be in
the deserts, the San Joaquin
Valley and inland valleys —
away from the coast.”

Much of interior Califor-
niais expected to see moder-
ate or major heat risks
Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day, and in some areas
through at least Tuesday.
The San Joaquin Valley and
Sierra Nevada foothills are
expecting “dangerously hot
conditions,” with an exces-
sive heat watch going into ef-
fect Saturday through at
least Monday, when temper-
atures up to 110 degrees are
possible.

In the Southland, Sat-
urday is expected to be the
warmest day, when highs in
Los Angeles County valleys
will reach into the 90s while
the deserts and low moun-
tains will peak near 105 de-
grees.

It will be “a few degrees
above normal for the most
part through Wednesday
next week,” Sirard said. The
coasts, however, will be
largely unaffected, as the up-
per ridge remains farther
east, and the system could
actually strengthen the

CAYLO SEALS Sipa USA / Associated Press
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A METAL GATE was left charred by the Post fire, which started Saturday near
Pyramid Lake in Gorman. As of Wednesday morning, the fire was 39% contained.

marine layer through the
weekend.

The soaring tempera-
tures are already on fire-
fighters’ radar, as they will
come just days after severe
winds fueled the flames of
the Post fire, which started
Saturday near Gorman in

northern L.A. County and
quickly exploded in size.
“Any time the weather
heats up, ... obviously it’s go-
ing to be a driving force for
the spread of the fire,” said
Jonathan Torres, a LLos An-
geles County Fire Depart-
ment spokesperson. “Obvi-

ously it makes it a lot harder
forthe hand crews.”

As of Wednesday morn-
ing, the Post fire was 39%
contained and appeared to
be holding at 15,690 acres,
according to fire officials. Af-
ter days of treacherous red-
flag conditions — gusty

winds and low humidity —
firefighters were able to
make “significant progress”
Tuesday night, according to
a Wednesday morning
update.

“Weather conditions last
night were favorable and al-
lowed crews to increase con-
tainment lines,” the update
said, noting that a “signifi-
cant warming trend” is ex-
pected to begin Thursday
through the weekend. Winds
were expected to reach 20
mph Wednesday, far from
insignificant, but dramati-
cally weaker than what
crews had faced the last few
days.

Due to the treacherous
conditions and steep ter-
rain, fire officials continued
to shuttle crews by boat
across Lake Pyramid to
more directly access the
flames Wednesday while air
crews continued to work
from above.

In northern Colusa
County, the Sites fire had
grown to 15,565 acres by
Wednesday morning, almost
catching up in size to the
Post fire, which recently be-
came the state’slargest wild-
fire of the year. The Sites fire
was only 5% contained, ac-
cording to the California De-
partment of Forestry and

Fire Protection.

Fire officials there were
hoping to make significant
progress Wednesday and
Thursday — during a re-
prieve between severe winds
that have mostly subsided
and high temperatures on
the horizon.

“It’s going to get pretty
hot this weekend, over 100
degrees probably for about a
four- orfive-day stretch,” Cal
Fire’s Sonoma-Lake-Napa
Unit chief Mark Marcucci
told crews at the Sites fire
morning briefing. “So what
I'm asking you today is con-
tinue that good work, and
let’s see what we can get
done so we can minimize the
amount of folks we need to
have out there over the
weekend.”

Communities near both
the Post and Sites fires re-
mained under evacuation
orders, with dozens of build-
ings still threatened.

Across the state, there
were at least two other ma-
jor wildfires still active: the
Point fire in Sonoma County,
which was 50% contained
Wednesday and had burned
1,207 acres, and the Aero fire
in Calaveras County, which
grew to 5,425 acres Wednes-
day and was 33% contained,
according to Cal Fire.
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Family behind a Hollywood Arby’s
decides to hang up its famous hat

Pandemic, rising food
costs and changes to

neighborhood lead to
the decision to close.

By BRYAN A’'HEARN

The Arby’s restaurant on
Sunset Boulevard in Holly-
wood, famous for its enor-
mous, neon-clad hat sign,
has shuttered its doors after
55 years. Its last day of oper-
ation was Friday.

On Monday, at the back
of the lot, Gary Husch —
general manager of the Ar-
by’s and son-in-law of its
original owner — was cart-
ing out trash and caught a
reporter staring at the
bones of the drive-through
menu.

“There’s nothing there
anymore, huh?” he said.

The menu was already a
polyptych of long, fluores-
cent tubes. The Arby’s
marquee, sprawled with ad-
vertisements for the chain’s
affordable, slow-roasted
beef sandwiches a few days
ago, now reads: “Farewell
Hollywood. TY for 55 great
years.”

“You know, they’re not
making those signs any-
more,” Husch said. “It was
the 150th Arby’s location
ever opened.”

Sinceits openingin Janu-
ary 1969, the Hollywood Ar-
by’s has had a single owner,
Marilyn Leviton, who is 91
years old.

Husch said that the Ar-
by’s was simply no longer
sustainable. He pointed to a
combination of pandemic
fallout in a changing neigh-
borhood, rising food costs
and the recent law that
raised the minimum wage of
fast-food workers in Califor-
nia.

“The customer count has
gone down over the last few
years. A lot of the offices
around this area are empty
now, and we’re just not get-
ting the same foot traffic we

f
|
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THE SUNSET Boulevard site, opened in 1969, had a single owner, who is now 91.

did Dbefore,” Husch said.
“With inflation, food costs
have gone way up and the
$20-an-hour minimum wage
has been the nail in the cof-
fin.”

Leviton was active in the
business till the very end, he
added.

“Truth is, I think it was
the pandemic that did usin,”
she told KTLA News re-
cently. “I really feel we would
have closed during the pan-
demic [if it weren’t] for the
federalloans.”

Years ago the family
owned, in part, two other Ar-
by’s: one in Santa Monica

and another on the corner of
Hollywood Boulevard and
Highland Avenue. Those
two have since shuttered.
Workers at the Hollywood
Arby’s were let go when they
came to work Friday, Husch
said.

The family had not yet
determined any sale or the
future of the derby hat sign.
The building is boarded up
with plywood and plastered
with art posters.

The giant, neon-lined
hat, which would not feel out
of place on Fremont Street
in Las Vegas, is now flanked
by shiny high-rises and film

and television studios, in-
cluding Netflix.

It has had occasional
brushes with celebrity.

Jerry Seinfeld and Seth
Rogen visited the shop in an
episode of “Comedians in
Cars Getting Coffee” while
musing on fame. In 2016,
Patton Oswalt famously
dined on its outside tables
after winning an Emmy
Award.

“His wife had just passed
away,” Husch said. “He was
just sitting, and, I believe,
thinking about his wife. ...
There’s a lot of good memo-
ries here.”

Heart disease seen as cause of
ex-Laker Darius Morris’ death

Drugs such as cocaine
and hydrocodone also
played a role, medical
examiner’s report says.

BY STEVE HENSON

Former Lakers and Clip-
pers guard Darius Morris
died at age 33 of coronary
artery disease, although
the “effects of cocaine, hy-
drocodone and ethanol”
played arole, according to a
report by the Los Angeles
County Department of Med-
ical Examiner.

Morris, who played for
the Lakers alongside his
mentor Kobe Bryant after
starring at Windward High
in Mar Vista and the Uni-
versity of Michigan, was
found dead May 2 by a Los
Angeles-area  apartment
manager doing a welfare
check.

The death was ruled an
accident by the medical ex-
aminer. The last time Morris
was known to be alive was
April 22, when he spoke to
his mother and complained
of flu-like symptoms, the
medical examiner’s report

said.

Foul play was not sus-
pected.

In February, his father,
Dewayne Morris Sr., and
older brother, Dewayne
Morris Jr., were found guilty
of conspiracy and three
counts of bank fraud after
a jury trial in federal court.
Dewayne Jr. also was found
guilty of witness tampering.

Sentencing was post-
poned from June 3 until
Aug. 5 in federal district
court in San Diego for the
judge to review three sepa-
rate motions requesting a
new trial filed by Anthony E.
Columbo, the lawyer repre-
senting Dewayne Morris Jr.
Columbo said Tuesday that
he will file a fourth motion
by Friday.

Columbo asserts that ex-
culpatory material in the
government’s  possession
pertaining to a cooperating
witness was not shared with
the defendants during trial.
He also said that if the mo-
tion is denied, he will appeal
the case after sentencing.

Dewayne Sr., a career
U.S. Postal Service supervi-
sorbased in Venice and Mar-
ina del Rey, was accused of
obtaining thousands of

postal money orders worth
up to $5.1 million and De-
wayne Jr. of fraudulently de-
positing them in bank ac-
counts, then withdrawing
the cash.

Columbo said that Da-
rius Morris had “absolutely
no connection or involve-
ment whatsoever in the
case.Ifound himtobe pleas-
ant and a gentleman each
time I met with him.”

Darius Morris was re-
membered for his exuberant
personality and radiant
smile. He led Windward to a
CIF state Division V
championship and was
named CIF Southern Sec-
tion player of the year in
2009. He scored 13 of his
game-high 25 points in the
fourth quarter of the state fi-
nal.

He went on to set assist
records at Michigan before
being selected by the Lakers
in the second round of the
2011 NBA draft.

In the 2012-13 season, the
Lakers made the playoffs
and faced the San Antonio
Spurs despite injuries to
Bryant (torn  Achilles’
tendon) and point guard
Steve Nash (broken leg).
Morris came off the bench in

ALLEN J. SCHABEN L.A. Times

DARIUS MORRIS, 33,
had complained of flu-
like symptoms in April.

the first two games and
started Games 3 and 4 after
guard Steve Blake was side-
lined with a hamstring in-
jury.

Although the Lakerslost,
Morris had 24 points and six
assists in Game 3 matched
up against All-Star guard
Tony Parker. In Game 4, he
contributed six assists along
with eight points.

“Darius was an abso-
lutely super nice guy, he al-
ways had a smile,” said Mike
Bresnahan, The Times’ Lak-
ers beat writer for 12 years
who now is a Lakers analyst
for Spectrum SportsNet.

“What I appreciated was
that when he made it to the
NBA he decided he was go-
ing to enjoy every minute of
it. He was going to have fun.
Darius never forgot that
part ofit.”

State lawmakers
debate moves to end
forced prison labor

Measure to prohibit
‘slavery in any form’
in Constitution may
go to voters this fall.

BY ANABEL SOSA

SACRAMENTO — Cali-
fornia lawmakers have re-
vived a proposal that could
ask voters to ban involun-
tary servitude in the state
Constitution, a measure
senators rejected two years
ago amid concerns over the
cost of paying prisoners
higher wages for the work
they do behind bars.

The new version of the
proposal would make prison
work optional and says the
state would not have to pay
prisoners minimum wage —
but it would not strike lan-
guage in the Constitution
that says “involuntary servi-
tude is prohibited except to
punish crime.”

Final details are still be-
ing negotiated, and advo-
cates hope they can per-
suade lawmakers to craft a
measure that would remove
that phrase from the Consti-
tution. But the clock is tick-
ing —lawmakers face a June
27 deadline to pass mea-
sures in time for the Novem-
ber ballot.

The debate has some
people concerned that Cali-
fornia could wind up em-
bracing a measure that has
more symbolic power than
real-world impact.

“We don’t believe in doing
anything symbolic. We don’t
want to just change the
wording and have the prac-
tice still exist,” said
Lawrence Cox, who was in-
carcerated for 17 years and
now works as an advocacy
coordinator at All of Us or
None, a group that advo-
cates for prisoners and their
families.

California is one of 16
states whose constitutions
allow forced labor in prisons.
Some prison workers make
aslittle as 8 cents an hour.

After the state Senate re-
jected a proposed constitu-
tional change in 2022, As-
semblymember Lori D. Wil-
son (D-Suisun City), chair of
the Legislative Black Cau-
cus, brought back the mea-
surelast year as one of 4 bills
to advance reparations for
the descendants of enslaved
Americans.

The measure would “pro-
hibit slavery in any form”
and states that a prison or
jail “shall not punish” an in-
carcerated person for refus-
ing a work assignment. The
measure also clarifies that
prisons and jails cannot be
prohibited from awarding
an incarcerated person
credit toward their sentence
for voluntarily accepting a
work assignment.

If passed by two-thirds of
the Senate, Assembly Con-
stitutional Amendment 8

will be placed on the Novem-
ber 2024 ballot for California
voters to decide.

Sen. Steven Bradford (D-
Gardena), a member of the
Reparations Task Force,
said lawmakers must make
further changes to the pro-
posal to define “work.” He
fears that inmates who are
assigned certain communal
jobs, such askitchen orlaun-
dry duty, might not be pro-
tected by this constitutional
change otherwise.

Wilson promised those
definitions would be hashed
out.

“You have my commit-
ment,” she told members
of the Senate Elections
and Constitutional Amend-
ments Committee, which
unanimously passed the
measure Tuesday.

Sen. Tom Umberg (D-
Orange) asked for those
definitions to be made clear
before the measure heads to
afloor vote next week.

Proponents call this the
“ground zero” of reparations
work and the first step to ad-
dressing other inequities in
the prison system.

Democratic lawmakers
faced a major setback two
years ago when the state De-
partment of Finance pinned
a hefty cost to the bill and
suggested that the Depart-
ment of Corrections and Re-
habilitation would have to
begin payingits 65,000 work-
ing prisoners minimum
wage. The failure to pass the
constitutional amendment
reverberated throughout
the Legislature and pitted
Democrats against one an-
other.

“This is not something
you want to mess up,” Wil-
son told The Times about in-
troducingthe measure a sec-
ond time.

The Corrections and Re-
habilitation = Department
doubled wages for inmates
last year — with many work-
ers still earning less than $1
an hour — while simulta-
neously cutting work hours
by half. Criminal justice ad-
vocates argued that that
policy change was deceptive
because inmates would still
make the same amount of
money.

Right now, about 40% of
the 93,000 inmates in Califor-
nia’s prisons have jobs, in-
cluding janitorial work,
kitchen duty, clerking and
fighting fires in the wilder-
ness, one of the most phys-
ically intensive and highest-
paid positions.

Criminal justice advo-
cates say it’s amyth that in-
mates don’t want to work.
Proponents of the constitu-
tional change believe that
“forced labor is not rehabili-
tative” and that it takes
away from productive reha-
bilitation services. Advo-
cates also say that the
change will “improve worker
productivity” because it will
allow inmates to choose jobs
they want to do.

B
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MANY INMATES at San Quentin and other prisons
in California have to work for less than $1 an hour. A
slavery reparations effort could allow them to refuse.

Man arrested in firebombing of UC Berkeley police car and other attacks

Lawyer representing
the pro-Palestinian
activist alleges inquiry
is politically driven.

By SUMMER LIN

A man was arrested this
week in connection with the
firebombing of a UC Berke-
ley Police Department vehi-
cle and three other arson at-
tacks at the height of pro-
Palestinian protests on the
Berkeley campus, author-
ities announced.

Casey Robert Goonan,
34, wasbooked into Alameda
County jail on suspicion of
arson and possession and
use of destructive devices,

according to a Cal Fire news
release. He’s being held in
lieu of $1-million bail.

The alleged incidents oc-
curred in June. Cal Fire
didn’t include further de-
tails.

The incidents were inves-
tigated by Cal Fire’s Office of
the State Fire Marshal Ar-
son and Bomb Unit, the UC
Berkeley Police Depart-
ment, the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Ex-
plosives and the FBI.

University officials con-
firmed that no one was in-
jured and no damage was
done to campus buildings
due to thefires.

Jeff Wozniak, Goonan’s
attorney, called the arrest “a
political investigation.”

Wozniak said that multi-

ple law enforcement agen-
cies raided Goonan’s par-
ents’ home in Pleasant Hill
on Monday morning.

“It is an investigation fo-
cused on Mr. Goonan’s polit-
ical beliefs in a free Palestine
and against the ongoing
genocide in Gaza,” Wozniak
said in a statement.

“The search warrant
specifically sought ‘docu-
ments related to the conflict
between Israel and Pal-
estine,” illustrating that this
is an investigation to place
blame on Mr. Goonan be-
cause of his opposition to
genocide and demand for a
free Palestine,” the state-
ment said.

Pro-Palestinian support-
ers who had been protesting
on the Berkeley campus

have claimed responsibility
for the firebombing and ar-
son attacks.

In a post last week on
Indybay.org, a group called
Student Intifada wrote:
“UCLA students were at-
tacked last night, soweretal-
iated with a firebomb on
UCB campus.”

“Not sure what building it
even was. Honestly dont
really care,” the post said.
“Every single building on the
UC Berkeley campus de-
serves to be incinerated fol-
lowing the UC system’s
treatment of student pro-
testors.”

Another Sunday post on
Indybay.org under the han-
dle “Marilyn’s Daughters”
claimed responsibility for
the “retaliation arson attack

on construction site at uni-
versity of kkkalifornia berke-
ley.”

The pro-Palestinian
group said they carried out
an “experimental burning of
dry grass hills on the interior
of campus,” torched a build-
ing on the perimeter of the
campus and set fire to build-
ing materials at a construc-
tion site.

A small fire was set at the
Dwinelle Annex construc-
tion site Sunday afternoon,
according to news reports.
Another fire was also re-
ported outside Koshland
Halllast week.

A social media account
called Escalate Network also
posted on X in support of
Goonan:

“In the coming days,

fundraiser information and
other next steps will emerge
from movement defense
collectives in California. We
should all be wuplifting
them and sharing them with
our bases. We will defend
those who fight! Free Pal-
estine.”

Wozniak is also repre-
senting Goonan in another
case, in which he faces
afelony vandalism charge.

Goonan is accused of
smashing a Hilton Hotel
sign during a protest in
San Francisco outside the
Women’s Declaration Inter-
national USA conference in
September.

Wozniak confirmed that
Goonan was protesting “an
anti-trans gathering at the
Hilton.”
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Gemma Denise
Cofield Oyewole

December 27,1965 -
June 10, 2024

Gemma Denise Cofield
Oyewole entered heavenly
reston June 10,2024 in Long
Beach, California after a
valiant battle with cancer.
She bounded into the world
in Compton, California on
December 27, 1965. Gemma
went on to earn bachelor’s
and master’s degrees at
California State University,
Dominguez Hills, become a
Certified Public Accountant,
and work 30 years at the
Los Angeles County Office
of Education. She loved to
walk, learn, laugh, and pray.
As a faithful member of the
Church of Christ, she aimed
to serve those others might
overlook. Gemma is survived
by her loving husband Toye
Oyewole, daughter Kemi
Oyewole, mother Geneva
Cofield, siblings, extended
family, and friends. She is
preceded in death by her car-
ing father Neylon Cofield Sr. A
visitation will be held at Long
Beach Colonial Mortuary (638
Atlantic Ave, Long Beach, CA
90802) on June 21, 2024,
4-7pm.The funeral and repast
will be held at the Lakewood
Church of Christ (6500 Del
Almo Blvd, Lakewood, CA
90713) on June 22, 2024 at
9am. In lieu of flowers, the
family requests donations
to the United Negro College
Fund.

Donn Jerome
Hineser

Mount Sinai Mem Parks -
H. Hills 800-600-0076

www.mountsinaiparks.org

To place an obituary ad
please go online to:
latimes.com/placeobituary
or call Ms. Phillips
1-800-528-4637
Ext. 77242

Place an Obituary Online
go to latimes.com/placeobituary

Hiroshi Kadomatsu

(86) passed away peace-
fully on May 26, 2024 in Santa
Monica. He is predeceased by
his wife, Kazuko Kadomatsu,
and is survived by his son,
Robert (Kelly) Kadomatsu of
La Mirada, CA and daugh-
ter, Amy (Robert Lopez)
Kadomatsu of Edgewater,
NJ; grandchildren, Kyle and
Ryan Kadomatsu and Paige
Lopez; brothers, Kiyoshi and
Yukio Kadomatsu of Japan;
brother-in-law, Yasushi
Udagawa; niece, Sandra
(Brian Tsang) Matsumoto;
nephews, Masahiko (Jolean)
Matsumoto, Ken (Diane)
Matsumoto, Hisashi (Cathie)
Matsumoto, Eric (Heidi)
Udagawa, Glen Udagawa;
also survived by many other
nieces, nephews, and rela-
tives in the US and Japan. A
funeral service will be held
on Saturday, June 29, 2024 at
10:00 AM under the auspices
of the Venice Hongwanji ABA
at Venice Hongwanji Buddhist
Temple, 12371 Braddock
Dr., Culver City. Additional
parking will be available at
Venice Japanese Community
Center, 12488 Braddock Dr.,
Los Angeles. www.kubotam-
ortuary.com (213) 749-1449

Mervin Allen Kolb
April 22,1937 -
June 11, 2024

Merv passed away after a
long battle with Parkinson'’s
disease. He was a husband
to his wife of 43 years Karen,
father, grandfather, brother,
uncle, cousin and friend to
many. He is survived by his
son David, his grandson
Seth and his sisters Gloria
and Gail. Memorial services
will be private. Please make
donations to the Parkinson’s
Foundation or any charity of
your choice In lieu of flowers.

Elaine K. Slonim

Mount Sinai Mem Parks -
H. Hills 800-600-0076

www.mountsinaiparks.org

Manuel Cal Soto

October 10, 1927 - June 2, 2024

Born and raised in Los Angeles, Manuel “Cal” Soto proudly
served his country in the U.S. Army with the 152nd Airborne
division stationed in Japan after WWII. After serving in the
Army, Cal, his wife Dolores, and brother-in-law Joe Sanchez
owned and operated La Quebradita Market in Boyle Heights
for over 30 years. La Quebradita Market served the local
community and was a supporter of the local high schools
and provided job opportunities for the students. Cal was also
Co-Founder and a Board Member of the Mexican American
Grocers Association for over 35 years. The Mexican American
Grocers Association provided support for Mexican American
start-up businesses in grocery and retail, serving a billion-

dollar Hispanic market.

Cal was member of the California Boxing
Commission from 1994 until 2002 and served as its chairman
during the last six years of his term. Cal was proud of serving
on both boards, but especially the Boxing Commission and
aimed to improve protection for the boxers in this by installing
rules and regulations for their protection, including a training
academy for incoming boxing referees.

Loving husband of 69 years to Dolores Soto
(deceased in 2019), Father to Manuel Soto, Steve Soto,
Debbie Seanez and Patricia Lee. Also 12 grandchildren, 26
great-grandchildren and one great-great grandchild. Cal was
a resident of San Marino for 50 years.

Services for Manuel “Cal” Soto -

Rosary - Friday, June 21st, 7 pm Cabot &Sons 27 Chestnut

Street, Pasadena CA 91103

Funeral Mass - Saturday, June 22nd, 11 am Saints Felicitas
& Perpetua Church 1190 Palomar Road, San Marino CA 91108

Don' let the
story go untold.

Share your loved one’s story.
placeanad.latimes.com/obituaries
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DESCENDANTS of Biddy Mason at Pershing Square on Wednesday applaud the proposal to rename the park.

L.A. council member proposes
naming park after former slave

[Square, from Bi]

shing Square will be “a true
reflection of who she is, and
the impact that she has had
in downtown Los Angeles.”

The park is currently
named after military hero
Gen. John J. Pershing, who
commanded the U.S. armed
forces during World War I
and was awarded the rank of
General of the Armies, the
highest in the military.

De Leon said he is confi-
dent his colleagues will vote
to support the renaming. He
also plans to submit a sepa-
rate motion to add a ceremo-
nial street sign on Spring
Street, between 1st and 5th
streets, to honor her.

The proposal to rename
Pershing Square was wel-
comed by Cheryl Cox, one of
Mason’s great-great-great-
great-granddaughters. Ma-
son accomplished “remark-
able feats” that, during the
19th century, were “unprece-
dented for people of color, let
alone a woman born into
slavery in 1818,” Cox said.

After securing her free-
dom, Mason amassed exten-
sive property holdingsin Los
Angeles, helping the needy
both in her role as a busi-
nesswoman and as a philan-
thropist.

“She is an American
story, an American heroine,
and she deserves all the hon-
ors that can be bestowed on
her,” said Cox, standing in
front of a small audience at
Pershing Square.

Cox said the park renam-
ing would elevate the city’s
understanding of Masonata
time when few parks are
named for women or people
of color.

“Having something like a
parkthatishistoric,and was
around when she was alive
and has been a central part
of the city, is a great step in
the right direction for her re-
ceiving the recognition for
what she has done,” said

Cox’s sister, UC Riverside
professor Robynn Cox.

Nick Griffin, executive
vice president of DTLA Alli-
ance, a coalition of more
than 2,000 property owners,
said his group is also thrilled
with the park’s proposed
name change.

“I think tapping into the
powerful legacy [of] Biddy
Mason is almost a perfect fit
for the revitalization of a
park that has also been to
some extent forgotten over
the years,” he said. “I think
both the park and her legacy
will benefit from a rediscov-
ery.”

Pastor Stephen “Cue” Jn-
Marie, who is based in Skid
Row, was troubled by the an-
nouncement, calling it “an-
other example of people us-
ing Black folks for political
gain.” Jn-Marie, who called
for De Ledn resignation two
years ago, said he would sup-
portthe park renaming — as
long as De Ledn is not in-
volved.

“It just seems like Kevin
de Leon is trying to save his
career at this point,” he said.

Mason was born into
slavery in the Deep South in
the summer of 1818. At a
young age, she was sold and
purchased by enslavers, de-
veloping sKills in herbal
medicine and midwifery.

At 18, she and her sister
were sold to Mississippi
plantation owner Robert
Smith. In 1847, Smith con-
verted to Mormonism and
relocated his family to Utah
to help establish a Mormon
community. Mason walked
behind a 300-wagon caravan
for months, cooking and
herding cattle while caring
for the Smiths’ children as
well as three of her own, in-
cluding an infant.

In 1851, the Smiths relo-
cated from Utah to San Ber-
nardino. By then, California
had been admitted to the
Union, and slavery was il-

legal. Eventually, Mason
fought for her freedom in
court, with the judge ruling
in her favor and that of
Smith’s other slaves.

Her case was one of the
first legal challenges to slav-
ery in Los Angeles and set a
precedent for others to peti-
tion for their freedomin Cali-
fornia.

Mason then went to work
as a nurse and midwife, sav-
ing $2.50 a day until she had
enough to buy land between
Broadway and Spring
Street, where she built her
home.

She continued to pur-
chase real estate through-
out the city. By 1878, Mason
had become a wealthy land-
owner, eventually selling
some of her properties for as
much as 10 times their origi-
nal price.

Her philanthropy grew
alongside her wealth. She
was known to pay the annual
property taxes for local
churches. She started First
AME out of her home. She
alsobuilt the first schooland
foster home for Black chil-
dren. In 1884, when a storm
caused the Los Angeles
River to swell and sweep
away homes, Mason paid a
grocery store to give away
food tofloodvictims, regard-
less of color. She helped so
many people that she was
fondly referred to as “Aunty”
or “Grandma Mason.”

Mason died in 1891 and
was soon forgotten. Then in
1988, First AME placed a
headstone on her unmarked
grave at Evergreen Ceme-
tery. The following year, a
walkway off of Spring and
3rd Streetsin downtown was
erected in her honor.

De Ledn said he viewed
that area as dark and se-
cluded — and an insufficient
way of honoring Mason’s ac-
complishments.

Cheryl and Robynn Cox
said they had long tried to

get a street renamed after
their ancestor, with no luck.
Two years ago, they ap-
proached De Leén and his
team with their request.
They don’t recall when con-
versations shifted to Per-
shing Square.

Cheryl Cox and her sister
said they couldn’t speak to
De Le6n’s motives.

“We want to keep the fo-
cus just on our grandmoth-
er,” Robynn Cox said.

“We don’t condone what
was said and what was not
said” in the audio leak fea-
turing De Ledn, Cheryl Cox
said. “But it should not in
any way disparage from our
grandmother, nor her lega-
cy, nor what the city should
be doing for her.”

De Leodn, for his part, said
the parkrenamingis only his
latest effort to recognize An-
gelenos — especially people
of color — who have made
contributions to the city.

“Cynical eyes will always
be around,” he said. “You
can’t change cynical.”

On a recent afternoon,
there were few visitors at
Pershing Square. Amid the
din of traffic, hissing buses
and loud stereos, the play-
ground sat empty, and men
lay on the grassy strips, nap-
ping under the sun. Along
the square’s pathways,
homeless people took up
what few shaded areas were
available; some used drugs
openly.

“It’s not very people-
friendly. There’s no shade,”
said Gayle Baigelman, 63, as
she walked her gray pit bull,
Hope. “And you can see who
is usually drawn to this
place.”

She said she’d heard
about the park’s renovation
and was looking forward to
the transformation. She also
approved ofthe proposed re-
naming.

“That’s definitely the
right person to honor.”

Millions in Sinaloa drug proceeds laundered
through Chinese network, prosecutors say

[Laundering, from Bi]
Mexico without using con-
ventional banking systems.

Chinese nationals are
generally restricted from
moving more than $50,000 a
year out of the country’s fi-
nancial system. In the mon-
ey laundering system, prose-
cutors say, someone seeking
to make a large transfer
would contact a broker in
California.

The broker would then
arrange for drug profits tobe
delivered to the Chinese na-
tional’srepresentativein the
United States, usually in
bulk cash or a series of
“structured” deposits small
enough to avoid triggering
anti-money-laundering con-
trols.

At the broker’s direction,
the Chinese national would
transfer money to a manu-
facturer in China that pro-
duced either consumer
goods, such as electronics
and clothing, or chemicals
used to make synthetic
drugs, Estrada said.

Shipped to Mexico, the
consumer goods would be
sold and the money turned
over to a cartel representa-
tive, returning the value of
the drug dollars purchased
by the Chinese national to
the cartelin pesos.

The chemicals, on the
otherhand, would be used to

U.S. Department of Justice

FEDERAL prosecutors say 24 people were charged in
the drug trafficking and money laundering operation.

produce drugs such as fen-
tanyl and methamphet-
amine in Mexico for sale in
the United States, triggering
the cycle again, Estrada
said.

Prosecutors allege the
leaders of the money laun-
dering ring, Edgar Joel Mar-
tinez-Reyes and Peiji Tong,
traveled to Mexico to strike a
partnership with the
Sinaloa cartel in 2021. The
men were photographed to-
gether in a car at the San
Ysidro border crossing, re-
turning from what author-
ities said was the cartel
meeting.

Martinez-Reyes’ attor-
ney didn’t immediately re-
spond to a request for com-

ment. No lawyer was listed
for Tong in court records.

According to the indict-
ment, hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in drug
money changed hands at a
time, packaged in shopping
and duffel bags, satchels,
backpacks and tin foil-
wrapped packages. Agents
from the Drug Enforcement
Administration watched the
handoffs at Parkwest Bicy-
cle Casino in Bell Gardens,
an office complex in Downey
and a town house in Temple
City.

One alleged courier is
charged with assaulting a
federal officer after he
smashed his Lexus ES350
into the officer’s car, trying

to flee with $598,000 in vacu-
um-sealed bills inside his
sedan, the indictment says.

Estrada said the ring
laundered more than $50
million in drug money over
several years. Anne Mil-
gram, administrator of the
DEA, said the Sinaloans em-
braced the San Gabriel Val-
ley-based organization be-
cause it charged a commis-
sion 0f 0.5% to 2% of the laun-
dered cash, compared with
the 5% to 10% fee collected by
traditional money launder-
ing networks.

Milgram said the San Ga-
briel Valley ring also col-
lected a commission from
the wealthy Chinese nation-
als who purchased dollars
from the Sinaloa cartel.

These Chinese nationals
wanted to move their money
into California to buyreal es-
tate, pay tuition and make
investments in the U.S. fi-
nancial system, Estrada
said.

Prosecutors had “no di-
rect evidence” the Chinese
nationals knew they were
buying the profits of fen-
tanyl, methamphetamine
and cocaine sales, Estrada
said, but anyone whouses an
underground banking sys-
tem dealing in bulk cash
“should be suspicious about
where that money is coming
from.”
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An Anaheim neighbor
hate with a colorful dis

[Flag, from Bi]

“We’re not going to let
this get us down,” he said.

An Anaheim Police De-
partment spokesperson
confirmed that the agency
received a report about the
vandalism and is investigat-
ing. No suspects have been
identified.

The incident is one of the
latest examples of vandal-
ism against Pride symbols
across the nation during a
month meant to celebrate
the LGBTQ+ community.
Orange County in particular
has had issues with the sym-
bolinrecent years.

Last year, a majority of
the Orange County Board of
Supervisors voted to prohib-
it flying the Pride flag on
county property, calling it
“divisive.” The vote followed
a similar one in Huntington
Beach that reversed a prior
policy to fly the rainbow ban-
ner during Pride month.
Last June, a teenage boy in
Huntington Beach was ar-
rested for allegedly ripping
down a Pride flag.

In 2022, residents of La-
guna Beach were angered
when rainbow flags were
stolen from businesses dur-
ing Pride month.

A report released last
year by the O.C. Human Re-
lations Commission noted a
126% increase in anti-
LGBTQ+ activity in 2022
from the previous year. Van-
dalism was the most com-
mon offense reported.

When Nolan moved to the
historic district six years
ago, he was told the neigh-
borhood was more than just
quaint Victorian and Crafts-
man homes. It’s a place of
community, he said. The
neighbors gather for pump-

nood meets
blay of unity

“SOMEONE ripped our Pride flag and pole off the house. Lesson here, keep a
backup,” Jake Nolan posted on Facebook. Above, a new flag at his Anaheim home.

kin carving each Halloween,
pancake breakfasts, Fourth
of July potlucks and neigh-
borhood cleanups. When a
neighborrecently fellill, resi-
dents helped out by taking
turns walking his dog.

The day he discovered
the damaged flag, Nolan
posted the surveillance vi-
deo to the neighborhood
Facebook group, writing,
“well...that happened. Last
night around 2 someone
ripped our Pride flag and
pole off the house. Lesson
here, keep a backup.”

Renteria-Garcia, 45, saw
Nolan’s post and responded
by ordering 10 Pride flags,

which she offered to neigh-
borstofly at theirhomesina
show of support. One by one,
neighbors knocked on her
door seeking the rainbow
banners. On Monday, she
said she had two left and
planned to order more.

“We want people to know
the intent that was behind
that — it’s not OK,” she said
of the vandalism. “We need
to make sure people that
come through here know
that this is not something
we’re going to tolerate.”

By Monday afternoon,
the banners — some bearing
the phrase “Everyone is wel-
come here” — were flying at

JAKE NOLAN

several homes along Dickel
Street. A brand-new rain-
bow flag whipped in the
afternoon breeze outside
Nolan’s home.

The flag is more than a
celebration of who he is. He
described it as a symbol for
everyone who might be
struggling to show who they
are.

“I remember what it was
like to not be comfortable
showing who I am,” he said.
“Having the flag up is a way
tolet people knowyoucanbe
who you are. You can show
it.”

He added, “This won’t
deterus.”

O.C. man is accused
of killing boy, 13, in
drive-by shooting

Bystander, 16, is struck
while looking out his
window. Suspect faces
life term if convicted.

By NATHAN SOLIS

A Santa Ana man faces
the potential of life in prison
after Orange County prose-
cutors said he shot at two 13-
year-old boys in Santa Ana
from his car, Killing one of
them; a third teenager was
wounded as he stood inside
his own kitchen.

Raymond Mario Jimenez,
27, was charged with murder
and attempted murder in
connection with the June 5
drive-by shooting on Pine
Street in Santa Ana, Orange
County Dist. Atty. Todd
Spitzer’s office said in a news
release this week.

The two 13-year-olds were
running toward their apart-
ment building on Bishop
Avenue around 12:15 p.m.,
minutes after some type of
confrontation, when Jime-
nez drove up, stopped and
shot at them from his vehicle,
prosecutors said.

Daniel Vargas, 13, was fa-
tally shot in the head. A 16-
year-old boy, who authorities
say heard the gunfire and
looked out his kitchen win-
dow, was also shot in the
head but survived.

The shooting unfolded
near an elementary school
and forced the school to go
on lockdown, according to
prosecutors.

Police found Daniel lying
wounded on the ground near
a sidewalk. The other 13-

year-old boy was found in
the area, uninjured, accord-
ing to the Santa Ana Police
Department.

The 16-year-old was taken
to ahospital in critical condi-
tion but stable, prosecutors
said. Daniel was taken to Or-
ange County Global Medical
Center, where he died two
days after the shooting.

Homicide investigators
arrested and booked Jime-
nez the same day Daniel
died. He was charged on
June 11 with murder, at-
tempted murder, shooting
into an inhabited dwelling
and six felony enhancements
related to shooting a firearm
causing great bodily injury
or death. If convicted, he
faces life in prison without
parole.

Jimenez is scheduled to
be arraigned July 10.

A GoFundMe page set
up to assist Daniel’s family
with funeral expenses said
people knew him for “his
passion for soccer and his
excitement about starting
high school.”

He recently graduated
from Mendez Fundamental
Intermediate School in
Santa Ana, according to the
post.

Prosecutors did not re-
veal a motive for the shoot-
ing. The Santa Ana Police
Department said any tips
connected to the case are eli-
gible for a department re-
ward program.

Anyone with information
on the shooting can call the
Santa Ana Police Depart-
ment’s homicide detectives
at (714) 245-8390 or Orange
County Crime Stoppers at
(855) 847-62217.
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Name Change

ORDERTO SHOW
CAUSE FOR A CHANGE
OF NAME

CASE NO.
24CHCP00202

Petitioner or Attorney
(name, state, bar, and
address):

Jessica Rubi Lopez Yuriar
20528 Suzie Ln
TO ALL
INTERESTED:
Petitioner Jessica Rubi
Lopez VYuriar filed a
petition with this court
for a decree changing
names as follows:
Present Name

Jessica Rubi Lopez Yuriar
Proposed Name

Red Rubi Lopez Yuriar
THE COURT ORDERS
that all persons
interested in this matter
appear before this court
at the hearing indicated
below to show cause,
if any, why the petition
for change of name

PERSONS

should not be granted.

buyers.

In one place.
LA Times - x
Real Estate Classified

Advertise Today
(800) 234-4444

From brokers to

Any person objecting
to the name changes
described above must
file a written objection
that includes the reasons
for the objection at least
two days before the
matter is scheduled to be
heard and must appear
‘ at the hearing to show
cause why the petition
should not be granted.

JUNLELIE,

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

SOHEW

COONN

BHTIA
OHNNO®

CILDAP
(X

FIUTOT
()

(J () |

©2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.

Get the free JUST JUMBLE app * Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek
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Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.
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Jumbles: KIOSK
Answer:

Yesterday’s

(Answers tomorrow)

ELOPE RATHER GAZEBO

After the invention of the telescope, people were
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Name Change

If no written objection
is timely filed, the court
may grant the petition
without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
DATE: July, 30th, 2024

TIME: 8:30 am

DEPT: F43

ROOM: 1200

The address of the
court is: SUPERIOR

COURT OF CALIFORNIA
County of Los Angeles
9425 Penfield Avenue,
Chatsworth CA, 91311
A copy of this Order
to Show Cause shall
be published at least
once each week for four
successive weeks prior to
the date set for hearing
on the petition in the
following newspaper
of general circulation,
printed in this county.
Dated: May 28th, 2024
David B Gelfoond

Name Change
Published in the Los
Angeles Times 05/30/24,
06/06/24, 06/13/24,
06/20/24

Los Angeles Times
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Weingart Tower 1 is a Perma-
nent Supportive Housing
(PSH) development that of-
fers high-quality apartment
living in downtown Los

vy Angeles. The development

. features 228 studio units,
- :ﬁ!- LM 47 one-bedroom units, and
three one-bedroom units for on-site property management.

40 of these income-based units are reserved for Veterans.

Residents of Weingart Tower 1 will benefit from Weingart
Center's on-site comprehensive support services. These
services are developed to help maintain housing stability.

More information.
In a flash.

DU BRI UG | For more information, contact Barker Management Inc at
(714) 221-5697 or weingarttowers1@barkermgt.com. (714)

221-5697 or weingarttowers1@barkermgt.com.

latimes.com.
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BIDDERS WANTED

SPECIFICATION NO. 2829
2024-2026 MARINE IMPROVEMENTS

Waterand Sewer Line and Related Structures Construction,
Other Heavy and Civil Engineering Construction,
Poured Concrete Foundation and Structure Contractors,
Structural Steel and Precast Concrete Contractors, Other
Foundation, Structure, and Building Exterior Contractors,
Site Preparation Contractors, Remediation Services

ENGR. EST: $20,500,000 - $22,700,000
PRE-BID DATE:
JUNE 26, 2024, 9:00AM
BID DATE: JULY 31, 2024, 2:45 P.M.
NON-REFUNDABLE FEE: $0.00

Class A California Contractor’s License
required at time of award.

CITY OF LOS ANGELES
HARBOR DEPARTMENT
(310) 732-3522
FAX: (310) 831-5389
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LEGAL NOTICE

NOTIFICATION OF
DATA INCIDENT

On April 15, 2024, Walmart Inc. became aware of an error that
occurred on February 14, 2024 and affected a subset of digital
pharmacy patient profiles, which caused information about one
patient to be visible to another patient. Walmart immediately
began investigating to determine the extent of the personal
information impacted.

The investigation revealed that the first and last name, date of
birth, and gender of some patient’s digital pharmacy profiles may
have been visible to another patient. The issue was due to an
error. The security of Walmart’s systems was not impacted. If you
logged into your online pharmacy account between February 14,
2024 and April 18, 2024, it is possible you were affected by this
error.

Walmart takes this matter very seriously and the company is fully
committed to protecting the privacy and security of protected
health information. We have addressed the error, and we are also
continuing to evaluate additional safeguards to help prevent this
type of incident from occurring in the future.

Walmart is sending individual notices to affected patients. If you
have any questions, we encourage you to contact our dedicated
call center at 1-866-898-4544, Monday through Friday from 8:00
am - 5:30 pm CST, excluding major US holidays. As a reminder,
please be vigilant when reviewing information pertaining to you
and always be cautious about requests to provide any personal or
financial information over the phone, by text or by email. Be sure
to always verify the source of any request for such information.
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Para mas informacion sobre esta reunion publica, y
como este cambio impactaré su factura, llame al
1-800-999-4033.

NOTIFICATION OF PUBLIC FORUM (Public
Participation Hearing)

Golden State Water Company's Request to Increase
Water Rates
REGION 2 SERVICE AREA
APPLICATION 23-08-010
How can | participate? Golden State Water Company
(GSWC) and the California Public Utilities Commission
(CPUC) would like to hear from you. You are invited to
participate in a Public Forum, also called a Public
Participation Hearing (PPH), about GSWC's general rate
case (GRC) application. These Public Forums are part of
the proceeding that will be documented and placed
into the formal record so the CPUC can make a decision
about GSWC's request. You can make comments and
raise concerns to the CPUC Administrative Law Judge
overseeing this application. You can also provide
written public comments at any time during the
proceeding at apps.cpuc.ca.gov/c/A2308010. Where
and when will these Public Forums be held? The virtual
hearings can be viewed by internet, or listened to by
phone, with the information below. If you wish to make
a public comment, please participate by phone using
the phone number below, press *1, unmute your
phone and provide your name when prompted. Date:
June 25, 2024 Time: 6:00pm Details: Phone number:
800-857-1917Passcode: 6032788# Dial *1 if you wish to
make a comment Webcast:
www.adminmonitor.com/ca/cpuc/ For updates and
additional information, please visit:
www.cpuc.ca.gov/pph. Please note: If you need a
language interpreter, please contact the CPUC's Public
Advisor's Office using the contact information at the
end of this notice at least five business days before the
public forum. Why am | receiving this notice? On
August 14, 2023, GSWC filed its GRC application (A.23-
08-010) with the CPUC. The application is requesting
authorization to increase revenues in the Region 2
service area by $34,634,900 (or 21.28%) for 2025,
$8,351,200 (or 4.22%) in 2026, and $8,962,500 (or
4.34%) in 2027. The total requested increase for all
three years combined would be $51,948,600 (or
29.84%). If the CPUC approves this application, GSWC
will recover forecasted costs in rates over a three-year
period beginning January 1, 2025. This will increase
your bill. Why is GSWC requesting this rate increase?
The purpose of this GRC is for GSWC to cover its
anticipated costs from 2025 through 2027 for:
Purchased water Improvements to the water supply
system Federal income tax Depreciation expenses
Allocated General Office and district office expenses
How could this affect my monthly bill? If the proposed
application is approved by the CPUC, the average
residential customer with a 5/8 x 3/4” meter using 9 Ccf
(1 Ccf = 748 gallons) would see a monthly bill increase
of $14.50 (or 21.26%), from $68.20 to $82.70 in 2025,
$3.52 (or 4.26%), from $82.70 to $86.22 in 2026, and
$3.78 (or 4.38%), from $86.22 to $90.00 in 2027,
excluding any applicable surcharges. How does the
rest of the process work? This application has been
assigned to a CPUC Administrative Law Judge who will
consider proposals and evidence presented during the
formal hearing process. The Administrative Law Judge
will issue a proposed decision that may adopt GSWC's
application, modify it, or deny it. Any CPUC
Commissioner may sponsor an alternate decision with
a different outcome. The proposed decision, and any
alternate decisions, will be discussed and voted upon
by the CPUC Commissioners at a public CPUC Voting
Meeting. Parties to the proceeding may review GSWC's
application, including the Public Advocates Office,
which is an independent consumer advocate within
the CPUC that represents customers to obtain the
lowest possible rate for service consistent with reliable
and safe service levels. For more information about the
Public Advocates Office, please call 1-415-703-1584,
email PublicAdvocatesOffice@cpuc.ca.gov, or visit
PublicAdvocates.cpuc.ca.gov. Your participation by
providing your thoughts on GSWC's request can help
the CPUC make an informed decision. Please visit
apps.cpuc.ca.gov/c/A2308010 to submit a comment
about this proceeding on the CPUC Docket Card. Here
you can also view documents and other public
comments related to this proceeding. Where can | get
more information? Contact Golden State Water Phone:
24-hour Customer Service Center 1-800-999-4033 (toll-
free) or TTY 1-877-933-9533 Email:
customerservice@gswater.com Mail: 630 East Foothill
Boulevard, Attn: Regulatory Affairs Dept., San Dimas,
CA 91773
A copy of GSWC's application and related exhibits are
available atwww.gswater.com/2025-27rates. Contact
the CPUC If you have questions about CPUC processes,
you may contact the CPUC's Public Advisor's Office at:
Phone: 1-866-849-8390 (toll-free)Email:
public.advisor@cpuc.ca.gov Mail: CPUC Public Advisor's
Office, 505 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94102
Please reference Application 23-08-010 in any
communications you have with the CPUC regarding

this matter.
6/19,6/20,6/21,6/22,6/23,6/24,6/25/24
CNS-3822132#
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Today in Southern California Today in North America

Clouds to start; more warming inland: An upper-level trough will keep high temperatures near the historical Moisture from Alberto: Rain and thunderstorms from what was Tropi-
average today, though areas inland will rise several degrees above those averages. Clouds to start this morn- cal Storm Alberto will lead to a flood risk from Texas to New Mexico.

ing will extend from most of the coast to the coastal valleys before backing closer to the coast Friday. High Sunshine will bring more warming to the Northwest. A front from Maine
pressure will bring the hottest weather so far this year over the weekend. to Nebraska will bring locally severe thunderstorms.

- - -
5'day forecasts Pressure: Low High Warm Front  Cold Front Jet Stream Trough
High/low temperatures are average forecasts for entire zone. 2 54 %% LN

. . Temps | - - IV
L.A. Basin Valleys Beaches Mountains Deserts ps [ -0 [[0s 3087206 30 [40s] 505 c0s [ 705 [GOS TGOS~ Rain_T-storm _Snow _ice
Today 81|60 86|61 74160 7740 10879 Winnipeg
Some sun Mostly sunny Some sun Sunshine Very warm 56.452
Friday Some sun 82/61  Sunny; warm 91/67  Some sun 73/61  Sunny; warm 81/43  Sunny; hot 116/80
Saturday  Partly sunny 87/64  Very warm 95/70  Partly sunny 75/60  Sunny; warm 82/51  Sunny; hot 114/87
Sunday Very warm 88/66  Very warm 95/67  Mostly sunny 78/63  T-shower 81/49  Very hot 116/89 r e
Monday  Mostly sunny 85/66  Very warm 91/69  Partly sunny 75/62  Stray t-storm 81/50  Hot 123/87 £.89/69
4
Air quality © Good O Moderate  Unhealthful for: O Sensitive people @ All (O Not Available
SANTA VENTURA CO. Santa Clarita South Coast Air Quality Management District forecasts air quality
BARBARA CO. Santa Paula 89/61 O Hesperia
Santa 0Ojai O 80/57 (@) LOS ANGELES CO. 93/56
Barbara 82/59 O Simi Valley
71/57 o g3/58  Chatsworth pupank  Monrovia SAN BERNARDINO CO.
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Surf and sea 80/62 .
POINT CONCEPTION TO MEXICO Torranc Santa A O U.S. cities
74/62 anta Ana )
Inner waters: Wind northwest Long 6L O ORANGE co. O Hemet Palm WEDNESDAY’S EXTREMES FOR THE 48 CONTIGUOUS STATES
becoming west 10-15 knots. Seas 2-4 Beach Newport o Irvine 88/55 Springs High 104 in El Paso, Texas Low 21 in West Yellowstone, Mont.
feet with mixed swell west 3 feet and 78/63 Beach O 77/61 108/79
south 2 feet. O Mission Viejo
. ) 72/63 O Temecula Wednesday Today Wednesday Today
Surf zone: The risk of strong rip Laguna  /8/%9 City Hi Lo Prep. Hi Lo Sky | City Hi Lo Prep. Hi Lo Sky
currents is high at Ventura County, Beach s © 86/56
moderate at L.A., Orange and S.D. e an Albany 9 76 67 9 74 Ts | Seattle 78 49 - 8 57 Su
county beaches and low at S.B. Clemente Albuquerque 9 65 - 88 6/ W | Tampa 88 77 .06 91 74 Ts
b h 74/59 SAN DIEGO CO Anchorage 6l 45 - 65 50 Su | Tucson 106 75 - 11 8 Su
eacnes. Oceanside : Aspen 753 02 765 Ts | Tulsa 9 74 89 73 P
. . A O Atlanta 89 71 - 91 72 Su | Washington, D.C. 9a 72 - 9 72 Pc
§°“:“!|'3 - 1“3?'8"‘ ';e"m’ D'W“‘W" T‘ZTP Sun and moon 78/59 ® Austin 8 73 60 8 71 Sh | Wichita 8 67 127 8 72 Pc
anta barbara 1-. sec D Baltii 90 69 - 91 67 P
Ventura 35 7sec SW o | ldaysrise/set Escondido O Ramona Boise 81 5 50 = r. | World
Los Angeles 24  15sec SW 67 Los Angeles Co. Orange Co.  Ventura Co. 81/56 86/54 Boston 98 70 -~ 9% 73 Ts | Acapulco 8 77 - 8 77 Cy
Orange 24 15sec S 67 Sun  5:42a/8:08p 5:41a/8:06p 5:452/812p Powa Buffalo 89 76 15 90 71 Ts | Amsterdam 66 5 03 71 5 Cy
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74/59 Charleston,S.C. 89 69 02 8 72 Pc | Bangkok 97 8 M4 97 & T
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LA, Outer Harbor. i fest - i O San Diego Chicago 9 77 04 88 6/ Ts | Berlin 69 57 04 75 60 Hz
-A. Quter Rarbor, In Teet. Cincinnati 89 75 .04 94 72 Su | Cabo SanLucas 93 71 - 91 73 Hz
71/62
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- - - Columbia, S.C. 9a 70 - 90 67 Pc | Dubai 105 91 108 94 Su
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. 910 6.4 Hi 2460 251 Wednesday Downtown readings Dallas/Ft Worth 8 4 - 91 76 Pc | Havana 9 73 25 8 5 Ts
Ap oA h aop e to N Denver 70 50 T 90 61 Ts | HoChiMinhCity 95 8 40 93 79 Ts
. Temperature Los Angeles  Fullerton  Ventura* | Precip Los Angeles Fullerton Ventura® | petroit 89 75 19 89 69 Ts | HongKong 9 84 2 2 8 T
UV index High/low 75/64 75/63 68/59 | 24-hour total (as of 2 p.m.) 0.00 0.00 0.00 | ElPaso 104 74 01 88 70 Ts | Istanbul 86 72 - 88 73 Su
Minutes to burn for sensitive people Normal high/low 78/62 80/63 71/55 | Season total (since Oct. 1) 2215 1659 2479 | Eugene 84 42 - 88 50 Pc | Jerusalem 93 69 9 71 Su
Las Vegas, 10 Phoenix. 10 High/low a year ago 73/62 74/63 68/59 | Last season (Oct. 1 to date) 2803 2135 2706 | FortMyers 89 77 17 92 73 Ts | Johannesburg 67 40 - 67 42 Su
L Ag I' 10 San i - 10 Record high/date 10171973 106/2016 ~ 88/1957 | Season norm (Oct. 1to date) — 14.22 1177 1601 | Hartford 9% 71 - 99 72 Ts | KualaLumpur 9 77 .30 87 76 Ts
05 Angeles, an Francisco, Record low/date 48/1892  55/2005  46/1948 | Humidity (high/low) 80/63 93/54 8965 | Honolulu 87 76 T 87 75 Sh | Lima 65 58 - 68 61 Cy
. . - Houston 8 76 49 90 73 Sh | London 70 54 - 73 53 Su
California cities* Indianapolis 90 75 -~ 93 73 Pc | Madrid 79 57 04 72 52 P
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City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Hi Lo City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Hi Lo City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Hi Lo Knoxville & & T 91 70 Su | Montreal 3 75 9 6 T
Anaheim 78 61 -~ 80 60 84 61 | LA.D'ntown/USC 74 60 - 81 60 82 61 | SanDiego 71 63 ~ 71 62 71 62 | LasVegas 101 73 -~ 105 80 Su | Moscow 77 61 - 70 51 Sh
Avalon/Catalina 68 59 -- 69 57 72 58 LA. Int'l. Airport 72 60 73 60 71 60 San Francisco 64 52 67 52 70 52 Louisville 91 79 97 78 Pc | Mumbai 88 79 51 87 8 Ts
Bakersfield 93 63 94 67 98 73 Laguna Beach 67 62 71 61 71 64 San Gabriel 79 60 84 61 88 65 | Medford R 46 92 57 Su | New Delhi 109 95 - 102 86 Hz
Barstow 100 64 102 68 105 71 | Lancaster 9 63 94 65 99 64 | SanJose 74 54 78 55 84 53 | Memphis 87 75 - 91 73 Su | Paris 70 61 02 72 61 R
Big Bear Lake 71 37 77 40 81 43 | LongBeach 77 64 78 63 81 64 | SanluisObispo 76 52 74 52 79 55 | Miami 89 8 06 8 7/ Ts | Prague 83 64 01 76 60 Cy
Bishop 90 52 93 55 98 56 | MammothLakes 67 39 74 44 81 45 | SantaAna 7 62 75 61 77 63 | Milwaukee 9% 77 07 74 61 Ts | Rome 88 68 - 9 70 Pc
Burbank 77 58 81 59 85 63 Mission Viejo 77 60 78 59 81 63 Santa Barbara 71 53 71 5771 58 | Minneapolis 72 62 .35 69 64 Ts | Seoul 9% 66 - 91 68 Pc
Camarillo 76 58 76 57 79 56 Monrovia 82 59 85 60 88 67 Santa Clarita 83 56 89 61 96 66 | Nashville 88 75 - 94 72 Su | Singapore 87 81 .02 87 80 Ts
Chatsworth 82 57 85 60 91 66 Monterey 60 49 59 50 61 52 Santa Monica Pier 73 60 74 60 73 61 | New Orleans 9 81 .01 87 79 Pc | TaipeiCity 91 81 .01 % 80 Ts
Chino 84 59 86 59 93 62 | Mt Wilson 68 54 64 55 67 62 | SantaPaula 74 56 80 57 84 61 | NewYork 89 72 - 92 76 Su | Tokyo 8 64 - 83 71 Pc
Compton 75 62 79 62 8l 62 Needles 105 79 10 81 115 86 Santa Rosa 78 49 82 49 8 52 Norfolk 86 70 85 69 Pc | Vancouver 71 50 74 53 Su
Dana Point 71 62 72 60 72 63 | NewportBeach 72 63 72 63 74 63 | SimiValley 77 56 83 58 89 60 | Oklahoma City 87 2 - 87 72 Pc | Vienna 95 66 83 66 Hz
Death Valley 107 91 112 96 115 96 | Northridge 81 58 86 59 91 65 | Tahoe Valley 70 39 - 75 42 8 45 | Omaha 74 63 07 8 71 Ts
Del Mar 72 60 65 61 67 61 | Oakland 63 54 67 53 72 54 | Temecula 78 56 T 86 56 90 59 | Orlando 8 75 94 8 74 To | Key:Susunny; Pe partly cloudy; Cy cloudy; Fg
Escondido 79 58 -~ 81 5 83 59 | Oceanside 77 62 78 59 79 60 | ThousandOaks 74 57 - 80 5 82 60 | Philadelphia 8 71 -~ 92 70 Su | fossy: Prep precipitation; Dr drizzle; Hz hazy Sh
Eureka 57 51 T 5 51 60 5 | Ojai 78 55 8 59 87 63 | Torrance 73 62 74 62 73 61 | Phoenix 104 83 15 89 Su iggﬁﬁ’r rTiZSFhIUi”Ci?g;orra”?ns)sﬁgjv{”wsv';izg‘;‘,’vvns'
Fallbrook 77 59 -~ 81 56 85 57 | Ontario 8 60 - 8 61 93 63 | UCLA 70 59 76 58 79 60 | Pittsburgh 87 73 % 72 Ts S e ' :
Fresno % 6l - 94 65 99 72 | PamSprings 104 74 T 108 79 16 80 | VanNuys 835 - 8 6l 93 63 | Portland,Ore. 85 52 90 60 pc | Wrace. Notes: National extremes exclude Alaska
Fullerton 78 62 80 62 8 61 | Pasadena 78 59 - 8 61 86 66 | Ventura 67 56 69 56 71 57 | Providence 91 66 88 66 SU | \ednesday's readings as of 2 p.m.
Hemet 86 53 88 55 95 58 Paso Robles 89 46 90 49 98 54 Whittier Hills 78 61 83 60 86 63 Raleigh/Durham 89 65 9 69 Pc
Hesperia 83 56 89 57 9 62 Redding 95 66 101 70 108 74 Woodland Hills 82 58 85 58 89 63 Reno 84 52 90 61 Pc
Huntington Beach 70 63 72 62 73 62 | Riverside 86 53 89 55 94 58 | Wrightwood 73 55 75 56 81 61 | Richmond 88 66 9 69 Pc Forecasts by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2024
Idyliwild 75 58 80 61 90 64 | Sacramento 88 51 90 55 95 59 | Yorbalinda 79 59 81 59 87 59 | St.Louis 93 77 9% 76 Su
Irvine 75 62 77 61 79 61 | SanBermardino 88 58 92 60 98 64 | YosemiteValley 77 50 80 5/ 88 57 | SaltLake City 80 51 9 & s |@AccuWeather Get the AccuWeather apy

Copa América a big test for World Cup venues

e, 3 %

lost in 23 games over more
than two years, the longest
unbeaten streak ininterna-
tional soccer.

A third of the 24 teams in
the top-heavy Euro field are
ranked outside the top 32.

With that as an introduc-
tion, here are four things to
watch when the 48th Copa
Américakicks off at Mer-
cedes-Benz Stadiumin
Atlanta:

World Cup
dress rehearsal

The South American
championship is being
playedinthe U.S. forthe
second time in eight years
and eight of the 14 venues,
including Inglewood’s SoFi
Stadium, also will play host
to games in the 2026 World
Cup. That makes the tour-
nament animportant trial
run.

“We will always look at
every event as a test for the
next things that’s coming
up,” said Otto Benedict,
senior vice president for
facility and campus opera-
tions at SoFi Stadium.
“Copawill allow us to have
an international fan base
that’s coming through the
building, so we’re going to
understand how those
guests come, how they
perceive the building.”

SoFi, which will stage
eight games in the World _ B e d ; v :
Cup, will host two Copa g . i 3 E s A il
group-stage matches: JOHN RAOUX Associated Press
Brazil’s tournament opener ~FORWARD Folarin Balogun, left, is part of a squad that could be the best in USMNT history, with most players on major European clubs.
with Costa Rica on June 24

ar}gl 1\‘/I,exico’s 1secon‘cjl gan;té, Big test for not {}tia;{e tof go 2t(1)12rgughki Is Berhalter %iffe;:lrgt chal}llengesé gix;ling the 36-y]elar1-old Messi Iézs
with Venezuela, on June 26. qualifying for , making erhalterachancetoshow  aged — 1l players over
Benedict said the stadi- the USMNT . Copa the most challenging up to the task? off his coaching chops with and the third-oldest roster
um’s Matrix Turf surface The 2026 World Cupwill  t4y;rnament it will face in No U.S. manager who three different game plans. in the tournament — it

will be covered with a carpet € & defining moment for the next two years. has coached more than Gettingout of groupplay  appears to have a comfort-
of natural grass, a pro- the U.S.,and the Copa The roster coach Gregg seven games has a better isthe bare minimumforthe  able pathtoa30thfinalat
cedure that willbe repeated ~ Might give anindication Berhalter will take into the winning percentage than U.S., but matters will get a Hard Rock Stadium in
forthe World Cup, butthe =~ Nowthenationalteamwill  teanysopener against Boliv- ~ Berhalter, but given the little tougherifit advances  suburban Miami on July 4.
retractable bleachersinthe ~ P€defined. iaat AT&T Stadiumin quality of therosterandthe  gnq probably will face either With Colombia and

Isthe U.S. one ofthe

team’s recent struggles —

corners will remain in place, . . Arlington, Texas, on Sat- Colombia or Brazilin the Brazil, Group D could be the
leaving the pitch slightly world’s top soccer-playing urday is collectively thebest ~ the U.S.haswononlytwoof 5 terfinals. toughest of the four four-
narrower than FIFA will nations, as U.S. Soccer in USMNT history, with 23 itslast six games —he has team groups. Brazil, still
require for the World Cup. wouldlike youtobelieve, or  ,r96 players coming off come under fire. The pro- Look at the rest without injured Neymar,

“We're still goingtohave ~ iSitapretender,ateamthat o European clubs. tests grew louder after an . needs to improve play after
opportunities tolearn,” struggles against top com- Copa provides animportant ~ €specially poor showingina of the field losing its last three games —
Benedict said. petitionandisundeserving  jnternational stage on 5-11oss to Colombia earlier Argentina, the reigning albeit to Uruguay, Colombia

“All those things aredata ~ ©fPeingranked lith — which to display those tal- this month. . World Cup champion and and Argentina — in CON-
points that will be col- ahead of Colombia, Ger- ents. The Copa group stage,in  rgpnked No. 1in the world, MEBOL World Cup qualify-
lected.” many and Uruguay —in the “It’s a chance for us to which the U.S. will play haslost only two ofitslast 57  ing.

The seven other Copa latest FIFA rankings? show, before the World Cup, ~ Bolivia, Panamaand games and has made the Ecuador, whose only
stadiums staging World AsaWorld Cup host,the  that we're a team to be Uruguay, offersachanceto  copa Américafinalarecord  losses in 4 games came to
Cup matches will conduct U.S. —along with co-hosts feared,” defender Chris flip that script. The three 29 times, winning 15. Argentina and Italy, could
similar trials. Mexico and Canada — will Richards told reporters. teams will present vastly Althoughtheteamledby beadarkhorse.
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WILFREDO LEE Associated Press

OILERS right wing Connor Brown scores a goal against Panthers goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky in Game 5.

Panthers can’t close the sale

McDavid on record

pace as series shifts to
Edmonton for Game 6
of Stanley Cup Finals.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

SUNRISE, Fla. —
Matthew Tkachuk took off
at full speed from basically
center ice, chasing a puck
that had sailed over his head
and was heading directly
toward an empty net.

He dove. He out-
stretched his stick. He swat-
ted and barely, just barely,
knocked the puck away to
keep the Florida Panthers’
hope of forcing overtime
alive. Problem was, the next
person who got to the puck
was Connor McDavid — who
scored to put the game away.

Such was how Game 5 of
the Stanley Cup Finals went
for the Panthers. Even when
they were good, it wasn’t
good enough. And another
long flight to Alberta awaits,
with this title series sud-
denly looking very tight.

The Panthers gave up
two power-play goals and a
short-handed score, got into
a 3-0 hole before trying to
rally and wound up falling
5-3 to the Edmonton Oilers
in Game 5 of the title series

on Tuesday night. It was the
second consecutive time
Florida was thwarted in a
chance to win the Cup, after
an 8-1 embarrassment in Ed-
monton over the weekend.

Game 6isthere on Friday
night.

“I'm not pumping tires.
I'm not rubbing backs. I
don’t think we need that at
all,” Panthers coach Paul
Maurice said. “Everybody
feels probably exactly the
way I do right now. I'm not
feeling deflated. Neither’s
the hockey team. They’re
not feeling deflated. Little
grumpy.”

Maybe alot grumpy.

“We’re going to turn the
page,” forward Evan Rodri-
gues said. “We’re going to
learn from this one.”

Rodrigues and Tkachuk
eachhad agoal and an assist
for Florida, and Oliver Ek-
man-Larsson also scored for
the Panthers. Sergei Bo-
brovsky stopped 19 shots for
Florida, which will see its 30-
years-and-counting wait for
the franchise’s first Stanley
Cup title last at least three
more days.

“We get another crack at
it on Friday,” Tkachuk said.

McDavid had two goals
and two assists to become
the first player in NHL his-
tory to have back-to-back
four-point games in the

NHL PLAYOFF
SCHEDULE

STANLEY CUP FINAL

1A Florida vs. 2P Edmonton
Panthers lead, 3-2

Gm 1 | Florida 3, Edmonton O
Gm 2 | Florida 4, Edmonton 1
Gm 3 | Florida 4, Edmonton 3
Gm 4 | Edmonton 8, Florida 1
Gm 5 | Edmonton 5, Florida 3
Gm 6 | Friday at Edmonton, 5
Gm 7 | Monday at Florida, 5*

*-if necessary | Times PDT, p.m.
TV: All games on Channel 7

Stanley Cup Final, and Evan
Bouchard added three as-
sists for Edmonton. Connor
Brown, Zach Hyman and
Corey Perry also had goals
for the Oilers while Stuart
Skinner stopped 29 shots.

McDavid said it was a
team effort. It was, but it was
also another superhuman
effort from MecDavid, the
game’s best player whois do-
ing things never before done
in the title series.

The four points gave Mc-
David 42 in these playoffs,
the fourth-most in a single
postseason in NHL history.
The only players ahead of
him are the ones everyone
would expect: Wayne Gret-
zKy had 47 points in 1985,
Mario Lemieuxhad 44in 1991
and GretzKky had 43 in 1988.

McDavid will have at
least one — and, he hopes,

MINGO NESMITH Icon Sportswire via AP Images

SPARKS forward Cameron Brink (22) is helped off the court by Dearica Hamby
after injuring her left knee in a loss to the Sun on Tuesday in Uncasville, Conn.

Brink suffers torn ACL 1n loss

[Sparks, from B10]
replaced on the roster.

The Sparks, meanwhile,
head to New York to play two
games against the Liberty
on Thursday and Saturday.

The team is riding a six-
game road losing streak and
was overpowered by Con-
necticut (13-1), which is off to
itsbest 14-game startinfran-
chise history.

DeWanna Bonner scored
16 points, while Alyssa
Thomas had 11 points, seven
rebounds and seven assists
tolead the Sun.

All five Sun starters
scored in double figures.
Tyasha Harris had 14 points,
Jones added 13 and DiJonai
Carrington 12.

Aari McDonald led the
Sparks (4-11) with 14 points
and seven assists. Rickea
Jackson scored 10.

Connecticut led 39-28 at
halftime as both teams shot
at least 50% from the field.
The Sparks fell behind by
turning the ball over 14 times
in the first half.

The Sun closed the third
quarter on a 10-0 run for a 15-
point lead and cruised in the
fourth. The Sparks finished
with 22 turnovers.

“As many good things as
we did offensively ... [it] was
counteracted by the amount
of turnovers and points off of
turnovers,” Miller said. “I
thought we competed in
their actions and their
schemes, I thought we
stayed in a lot of plays.
They’re a really, really tal-
ented team.”

Brink, who is 6-foot-4,
played a key role in the
Sparks’ ball movement and
her absence opened some
opportunties for the Sun.
Connecticut’s defense frus-
trated Dearica Hamby, who
averages 18.3 points per
game but was limited to
eight points against the Sun.

“They just had to play dif-
ferently,” Connecticut coach
Stephanie White told re-
porters. “They had to play a
little bit bigger at the five
with Li Yueru in there. They

had to play small some, so it
just changed the dynamics
of how they played. The way
that Brink and [Dearica]
Hamby work off of one an-
other ... is tough to guard, so
nothavingthat dynamic was
challenging for them, but
also for us. It gave us an op-
portunity to look at some
different lineups as well.”

The Associated Press
contributed to this report.

Tuesday’s late box
SUN 79, SPARKS 70

SPARKS — Hamby 3-8 2-4 8, Jackson 3-7 4-6 10,
Brink 0-0 0-0 0, McDonald 6-10 1-1 14, Nurse 2-5 0-0
6, Talbot 3-5 3-4 9, Burrell 0-1 0-0 0, Yueru 5-6 0-1 11,
Brown 3-5 0-0 8, Clarendon 0-2 2-2 2, Cooke 1-3 0-0
2. Totals 26-52 12-18 70.

CONNECTICUT — Bonner 6-12 3-4 16, Thomas 4-5
3-511, Jones 6-111-113, Carrington 6-12 0-0 12, Harris
6-9 0-0 14, Ndour-Fall 0-0 0-0 0, Nelson-Ododa 0-1
0-0 0, Banham 3-7 0-0 7, Burton 0-0 0-0 0, Mitchell
3-8 0-0 6. Totals 34-65 7-10 79.

Sparks 14 14 20 22- 70
18 21 24 16— 79

3-Point Goals—Sparks 6-17 (Brown 2-4, Nurse 2-4,
Yueru 1-1, McDonald 1-3, Clarendon 0-1, Cooke 0-1,
Hamby 0-1, Jackson 0-1, Talbot 0-1), Connecticut 4-10
(Harris 2-2, Banham 1-2, Bonner 1-4, Carrington 0-1,
Mitchell 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Sparks 26
(Jackson 7), Connecticut 27 (Bonner, Thomas 7). As-
sists—Sparks 19 (McDonald 7), Connecticut 18 (Thom-
as 7). Total Fouls—Sparks 15, Connecticut 18. A—7,853
(9,323)

two — games to add to that
total. Ifthereis a Game7,it’ll
be in Sunrise on Monday
night.

“Anytime you’re in the
same realm as those two, it’s
always a good thing,” Mc-
David said.

It was the first time in
Panthers history that they
played a home game with a
chance to win the Cup. An-
other sellout crowd came,
some of the paying more
than $1,000 apiece for tickets
on the secondary market —
the crowd pushing Florida’s
total attendance for the sea-
son over 1 million for the first
time.

They came to see the tro-
phy.

The Oilers just wouldn’t
let it happen. And when it
was over, Tkachuk was
asked ifthe Panthers feel the
pressure.

“No. No. No,” Tkachuk
said. “It’s not an elimination
game for us. We’re going up
there, we have a 3-2 series
lead, just got to take care of
business like we did in Game
3.7

“Never want to put your-
self behind the 8-ball,” Ro-
drigues said. “We’ve got to
win one game. Simple as
that. Go up there, got to win
one game. That’s our mind-
set. That’s what we’re going
togodo.”

Kings’” Dubois
dealt for Capitals
ooalie Kuemper

Money-saving trade
brings 13-year veteran
back to L.A. as team’s
likely top netminder.

By KEVIN BAXTER

The Kings solved a pair of
problems Wednesday by
trading expensive but
underperforming forward
Pierre-Luc Dubois to the
Washington Capitals for
goaltender Darcy Kuemper.

Kuemper, a former King,
will go to the top of the
team’s thin depth chart in
goal. The only other goalie
on the Kings’ NHL roster is
David Rittich, whore-signed
with the team last month.

The trade is one for one,
withno salaryretained on ei-
ther side, which will give the
Kings considerable cap
space since Kuemper is
owed $5.25 million a year
over each of the next three
seasons. Dubois is owed $8.5
million through 2030-31.

Dubois, the third overall
pick in the 2016 NHL draft,
came to the Kings in a trade
with the Winnipeg Jets a
year ago. It was an expensive
deal for the Kings, who gave
up Gabriel Vilardi, Alex
Iafallo and Rasmus Kupari,
plus a second-round draft
pick, for Dubois, who was
signed to an eight-year, $68-
million contract.

The 25-year-old center
was largely a bust, however,
compiling 16 goals and 24 as-
sists in the regular season
and scoring just once in the
playoffs, during which the
Kings were eliminated by
the Edmonton Oilers in the
first round for the third time
in as many seasons.

With the exception of the
COVID-interrupted 2020-21
season, Dubois’ numbers
with the Kings were career
lows. On Wednesday, gen-
eral manager Rob Blake
took the blame.

“Idon’t think I did a good
enough job integrating him
in the right roles on the
team,” he said. “It wasn’t a
great fit in that aspect for us
and we’ll take responsibility
forthat.”

Asked if Dubois was part
of the problem, Blake said
no. “I put it on us,” he said.
“We’ve got to work better as
agroup within this organiza-
tion to make that fit.”

Instead, he dumped
Dubois on the Capitals,
whose general manager Bri-
an MacLellan lauded the
deal. Washington will be
Dubois’ fourth organization
infive years.

“This acquisition brings
in a talented 25-year-old
with immense potential to
become a top-tier center in
the NHL,” he said in a state-
ment. “With his size, excep-
tional skating, and high
hockey IQ, we are confident
hewill thrive in our organiza-
tion with increased respon-
sibility and opportunity.”

Kuemper, 34, appeared in
33 games for Washington
last season, going 13-14-3
with one shutoutin 30 starts.
He has played in 389 NHL
games over 13 seasons with
Minnesota, Arizona, Col-
orado, Washington and the
Kings, posting a 2.61 goals-
against average, a .914 save
percentage and 31 shutouts.

Kuemper appeared in 19
games with the Kings
through the first half of the
201718 season, going 10-1-3
with three shutouts. During
the 2022 Stanley Cup play-
offs, he won 10 of 14 starts to
help Colorado to a champi-
onship.

Rittich and Kuemper are
the only goalies with NHL
experience in the organiza-
tion, although Blake is high
on Erik Portillo, who played
well for the Kings’ AHL affili-
ate, the Ontario Reign.

“We’re familiar with the
character,” Blake said of
Kuemper. “But I think the
tandem with David — David
played well for us last year —
we’ve had to go with differ-
ent goalies here the last cou-
ple ofyears. We have comfort
in those two getting us to
where we want to get to.”

The general manager did
not the close the door onvet-
eran Cam Talbot, who had a
2.5 goals-against average in
54 regular-season Kings
games in 2023-24, but said
talks about a new contract
have not taken place.

THE DAY IN SPORTS

Pistons fire coach Williams
after sole season of futility

WIRE REPORTS

The Detroit Pistons fired
coach Monty Williams on
Wednesday after just one
season that ended with an
NBA-worst 14-68 record.

Last season was the first
in what was a six-year, $78.5-
million contract for Williams
— one that, at the time, was
the richest ever given to an
NBA coach. The team
started a front office rebuild
when the season ended, in-
cluding the hiring of Trajan
Langdon as president of
basketball operations, the
departure of general man-
ager Troy Weaver and now a

vacancy at head coach.
The firing continues a
wildly strange run for

Williams. In 2021, as coach of
the Suns, he went to the
NBA Finals, where Phoenix
led 2-0 before falling in six
games to Milwaukee. In
2022, hewasthe NBA’s coach
of the year in runaway vot-
ing. In 2023, the Suns fired
him and now, in 2024, the
Pistons have done the same.

Pascal Siakam intends
to sign a four-year, $189.5-
million contract to remain
with the Indiana Pacers
when the NBA’s offseason
moratorium ends in July, a
person with knowledge of
the talks told the Associated
Press Wednesday.

Dallas Wings forward
Maddy Siegrist broke a fin-
geron hernonshootinghand
in a loss at Minnesota, the
latest setback for an injury-
plagued 2023 playoff team
near the bottom of this
year’s WNBA standings.
|

ETC

Smith breaks a
world record

Regan Smith set a world
record in the women’s 100-
meter backstroke at the U.S.
Olympic swimming trials in

Nick WASS Associated Press
MONTY WILLIAMS
led Detroit to an NBA-
worst 14-68 record.

Indianapolis Tuesday night.
Smith touched in 57.13 sec-
onds, easily beating the
mark of 57.33 set a year ago
by Australia’s Kaylee McKe-
own. Smith bounced back
emphatically after getting
edged for a spot on the U.S.
team in the 100 butterfly,
where she finished third be-
hind Gretchen Walsh and
Torri Huske. Katharine
Berkoff claimed the second
Olympic spot with a time of
5791

In Tuesday night’s other
final, reigning Olympic
champion Bobby Finke won
the 800 freestyle, holding off
teenager Luke Whitlock.

Aaron Judge smiled after
X-rays and a CT scan were
negative, causing the New
York Yankees and their fans
to exhale. Judge was hit on
the left hand by a 94.1-mph
fastball from Baltimore’s Al-
bert Suarez and forced from
a 4-2 win on Tuesday night.
Judge was not in the Yan-
kees’ lineup Wednesday, but
manager Aaron Boone said
Judge was feeling better and
is day-to-day. ... Nick San-
dlin, a key member of the
Guardians’ league-best
bullpen, was placed on the
15-day injured list, retroac-
tive to Monday, with low
back inflammation. The
right-hander has posted a
5-0record and 3.49 ERA in 33
games.

Jamal Musiala scored
his second goal of the tour-
nament to help Germany
beat Hungary 2-0 Wednes-
day and book its spot in the
European Championship
knockout stage. ... Xherdan
Shagqiri’s stunning first-half
strike secured a 1-1 draw for
Switzerland against Scot-
land at Euro 2024 on
Wednesday. The draw leaves
Switzerland second in
Group B on four points and
likely to advance to the
round of 16, while Scotland’s
hopes of making the knock-
out round depend onitsfinal
game against Hungary on
Sunday and results else-
where.

Tennessee defeated Flor-
ida State 7-2 on Wednesday,
securing a spot in the Col-
lege World Series finals. The
Volunteers will face the win-
ner of a Texas A&M and
Florida matchup played late
Wednesday.

Charlie Woods earned
his way into his first USGA
championship on Wednes-
day when the 15-year-old son
of Tiger Woods had the lead-
ing score among qualifiers
for the U.S. Junior Amateur
next month at Oakland
Hills.

South Africa had to work
hard to earn an 18-run win
over the fast-improving U.S.
cricket team in the opening
game of the Super Eight at
the Twenty20 World Cup
Wednesday. Andries Gous
made an unbeaten 80 off 47
balls for the U.S. to move
atop the batting chart at the
World Cup before South Af-
rica restricted the Ameri-
cans at 176-6.

The Washington Com-
manders have settled the fi-
nal lawsuit they were facing
over their handling of sea-
son-ticket deposits under
previous ownership. The
$1.3-million settlement with
Virginia includes returning
$600,000 to fans.
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BASEBALL : TUESDAY FLASHBACK

STANDINGS

Through Tuesday

NATIONAL LEAGUE

West W L Pct. GB LI10
DODGERS 46 29 .613 - 64
Arizona 36 37 493 9 64
San Francisco 36 38 486 9% 55
San Diego 37 40 481 10 4-6
Colorado 25 48 342 20  3-7
Central W L Pct. GB LI10
Milwaukee 43 30 .589 - 64
St. Louis 36 36 .500 6% 64
Cincinnati 35 38 479 8 55
Pittsburgh 35 38 479 8 5-5
Chicago 35 39 473 8% 46
East W L Pct. GB LI0
Philadelphia 49 24 671 - 55
Atlanta 40 31 563 8 55
New York 35 37 .486 13% 82
Washington 35 37 .486 13% 82
Miami 24 49 329 25 28
AMERICAN LEAGUE

West W L Pct. GB LI10
Seattle 44 31 587 - 82
Houston 33 40 452 10 55
Texas 33 40 452 10 37
ANGELS 29 43 403 13% 55
Oakland 27 48 360 17 19
Central W L Pct. GB LI10
Cleveland 44 26 .629 - 46
Minnesota 41 32 562 4% 82
Kansas City 41 33 .554 5 37
Detroit 34 39 .466 11% 3-7
Chicago 20 54 270 26 46
East W L Pct. GB LI10
New York 51 24 .680 - 64
Baltimore 47 25 653 2% 13
Boston 39 35 527 11% 7-3
Toronto 35 38 479 15 55
Tampa Bay 34 39 466 16  3-7
Today’s games

Dodgers at Colorado ..........cccocevevarinns Noon.

Seattle at Cleveland
Tampa Bay at Minnesota ..
Houston at Chicago (AL)
Kansas City at Oakland

Baltimore at New York (AL) ..
San Francisco at St. Louis
Milwaukee at San Diego ..........cevvvee

MLB CALENDAR

July 14-16 — Amateur draft, Arlington, Texas.

July 15 — Home Run Derby, Arlington, Texas.

July 16 — All-Star Game, Arlington, Texas.

July 30 — Last day during the season to trade a
player, 3 p.m. PDT.

Sept. 29 — Regular season ends.

All Angels can say is, “We wuz robbed’

Brewers’ Frelick makes
catch on a ball that both
managers thought was gone
for game-tying homer.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Sal Frelick robbed Taylor Ward
of a tying home run with a leaping
catchincenterfield forthe final out
of the Milwaukee Brewers’ 6-3 vic-
tory over the Angels on Tuesday
night.

The Angels staged a three-run
rally in the ninth and then got two
more runners on base, bringing
Trevor Megill into the game as the
Brewers’ third reliever of the in-
ning.

Ward drove a 384-foot fly to cen-
ter, but Frelick confidently ran
back and made a one-handed grab
on the warning track, stretching
just above the yellow line repre-
senting the top of the outfield
fence.

“I was thinking tie score,” Mil-
waukee manager Pat Murphy said.
“[But] if Sal is near it, it goes in his
glove 99.9% of the time.”

The 5-foot-9 Frelick stretched
his arm just above the yellow line
representing the top of the outfield
fence and held onto the ball while
his torso hit the wall.

“It was hit really high, so it was
coming down,” Frelick said. “It’s
just a little easier versus the ones
that are hit really hard or aren’t
coming downas much.Iwasableto
see it and jump, and it just went
right in.”

Christian Yelich hit his 200th
career homer and rookie Tobias
Myers pitched scoreless, four-hit
ball into the seventh inning for the
Brewers, who have won three of
four. Jackson Chourio drove in
three runs, including a two-run
double that turned into a Little
League homer on the Angels’ third
error of the night in the fourth.

The Angels avoided their third
shutout loss of the season when
Logan O’Hoppe doubled in the
ninth and scored on two wild
pitches by Elieser Herndndez. Jo
Adell and Nolan Schanuel then
drove in runs, and the Angels got
two more runners on base before

RYAN SUN Associated Press

BREWERS center fielder Sal Frelick deprives Angels’ Taylor Ward of a tying ninth-inning homer.

Huntington Beach native Megill
barely secured his 14th save.

“Ithought it was a tie ballgame,
but he went up there and got it off
the wall,” Angels manager Ron
Washington said. “We didn’t quit.
We just couldn’t do nothing with
the starter at the beginning of the
game. But then we took care of
theirbullpen when it camein, butit
wasn’t enough.”

Myers (4-2) was sharp in his
third straight victory, matching his
career high with six strikeouts
against two walks while limiting
the Angels to one extra-base hit.

Griffin Canning (2-8) yielded
eight hits and five earned runs in
his fourth consecutive loss for the
Angels, who had won eight of their

last 13.

Yelich connected in the first in-
ning, sending his milestone solo
shot to right for his seventh homer
of the season. The 2018 National
League most valuable player — a
Southern California native —
hadn’t homered in 17 games since
May 29, and he has only two ho-
mers in the past six weeks since re-
turning from a 20-game absence
with a lower back strain.

“It was cool to finally get it,”
Yelich said. “You kind of know
eventually it’s going to happen, but
you never know really when. Obvi-
ously it took me a while to do it, so
pretty cool — alot coolerin awin. It
looked like it was going to be one of
those smooth-sailing nights, not

an easy win, but an uneventful one.
It turned out to be everything but
that.”

Frelick then doubled in the sec-
ond and scored on the first of Can-
ning’s two wild pitches. Milwaukee
attempted a double steal in the
third, but Brandon Drury threw
out Brice Turang at the plate.

Chourio capped a two-out rally
in the fourth with his double down
the right-field line — and he mo-
tored all the way around to score
when Adell allowed the ball to get
away.

Before the game, Mike Trout
said his recovery from knee surgery
is going “slower than I thought,”
but the three-time MVP remains
optimistic.

DODGERS 11, COLORADO 9 MILWAUKEE 6, ANGELS 3 MIAMI 9, ST. LOUIS 8 CINCINNATI 2, PITTSBURGH 1 PHILADELPHIA 4, SAN DIEGO 3
Dodgers AB R H Bl Avg. Colorado AB R H BI Avg. Milwaukee AB R H Bl Avg. Angels AB R H BI Avg. St. Louis AB R H BI Avg. Miami AB R H BI Avg. Cincinnati AB R H BI Avg. Pittshurgh AB R H BI Avg. San Diego AB R H Bl Avg. Phila. AB R H BI Avg.
Ohtanidh 5 22 2.316 Blackndh 01 0 0.266 Turang 2b 500 0.285 Schanuel1b 403 1.233 Dono 3b 51 1 2.247 Chisholmef 41 1 1.266 Fairchildcf 400 0.220 McCutchdh 301 0.246 Arraez dh 400 0.333 Schwarbdh 41 2 1.257
Smith ¢ 4 00 0.277 aMontdh 41 2 2.209 W.Contredh 401 0.304 Rengifod3b 401 0.314 BurlesonIf 52 2 1.274 DLCruzff 51 2 0.245 DL Cruz ss 300 0.240 Reynoldslf 402 0.274 Cronenw2b 4 00 0.251 Turnerss 50 1 0.340
Freem1b 4 10 0.298 Doyle cf 52 4 2274 Yelich If 411 1.324 Ward If 400 0.235 Goldsch 1b 41 1 2.230 Bell 1b 41 2 1.244 Candel 1b 401 0.252 Joelb 300 0.248 Profar If 401 1.320 Marchdnc 00 0 0 .417
THermrf-f 5 11 3.255 Tovarss 51 1 1.285 Adamesss 300 0.238 Calhoundh 400 0.280 Gorman2b 50 0 0.201 Rivera3b 00 0 0.209 Benson If 000 0.202 b-Suwinski 100 0.175 Azocar If 000 0.214 Hamerlb 41 1 0.282
Pagescf 3 21 1.262 McMah3b 51 2 2.268 Hoskins1b 411 0.219 OHoppec 411 0.280 Hererac 41 1 0.279 Sanchezdh 52 3 3 .241 Steerlf-1b 301 0.241 Gonzales2b 400 0.292 Machado3b 400 0.245 Bohm3b 51 1 0.305
Rojas ss 4 11 0.291 Toglia 1b 50 0 0.178 Ortiz 3b 301 0.278 Drury2b 301 0.173 Carpendh 41 2 0.212 Burg3b-1lb 50 1 0.224 Stephendh 401 0.245 Hayes 3b 411124 Solano 1b 301 0.287 Stott2b 40 2 1.239
KHern3b 3 10 0.199 NJoneslf 11 0 1.196 Frelick cf 322 0.262 Netoss 412 0.253 aFermdh 11 0 0.176 Gordon If 51 1 0.225 1-Hutudh 000 0.192 Olivares rf 200 0.221 Merrill cf 300 0.275 Castellarf 51 4 1.219
Vargas If 3 12 1.304 Goodmanc 40 1 0.198 Séanchez ¢ 411 0.217 Moniak cf 411 0.189 Crawfordss 40 1 1.190 Anderss 51 2 1.226 India 2b 412 0.240 Troloss 300 0.212 D.Peraltarf 210 0.238 Marsh If 40 2 1.269
Lux 2b 0 00 0.211 Caverf 30 0 1.248 Chourio rf 311 3.224 Adellrf 400 1.187 Carlsonrf 30 0 1.171 Lopez2b 51 0 0.258 Espinal3b 411 2.204 Taylorcf 300 0.197 Tatis rf 000 0.273 Pache cf 20 0 0.212
Taylor2b 2 11 0.116 Trejo2b 32 10.145 Totals 3368 4 Totals 3539 2 Siani cf 51 2 1.217 Bethancc 41 2 2.159 Fraley rf 301 0.280 Delayc 200 0.111 Campus ¢ 311 2.239 Stubbsc 30 0 0.183
b-Heywrf 1 11 4.250 Totals 35911 9 Miwaukee 110 301 0006 8 0 Totals 40810 8 b-Brujan 10 1 1.244 Maile ¢ 302 0.203 a-0.Cruz 100 0.250 Wade ss 311 0.253 aSosass 10 0 0.275
Totals 3411911 Los Angeles 000 000 003-3 9 3 Totals 43915 9 Totals 3229 2 Grandal ¢ 000 0.185 Totals 3034 3 Totals 37413 4
Dod - T—— i Totals 0141 San Diego 000 003 000-3 4 0
gers 011 001 107-11 9 0 Walks—Milwaukee 3: Adames 1, Ortiz 1, Frelick 1. Los Angeles 4: Schanuel St. Louis 222 100 000 1 _ 8 10 1 -
Colorado 420 101 100-9 11 0 " " . Miami 310 102 000 2 _ 9 15 1 Cincinnati 000 020 000-2 9 O Phi i 000 100 012-4 13 0
1, Rengifo 1, Ward 1, Drury 1. Strikeouts—Milwaukee 9: Turang 2, Adames 1, Pittsburgh 000 000 100-1 4 0

a-homered for Blackmon in 2nd. b-homered for Taylor in 9th.

Walks—Dodgers 7: Smith 1, Freeman 1, Pages 2, K.Herndndez 1, Vargas 1,
Taylor 1. Colorado 5: N.Jones 3, Goodman 1, Trejo 1. Strikeouts—Dodgers 5.
Colorado 8. 2B—Vargas (4), Tovar (23), McMahon 2 (17). 3B—Taylor (1).
HR—Pages (8), off Gomber; Ohtani (20), off Gomber; Heyward (4), off Kinley;
T.Hemandez (18), off Vodnik; Montero (4), off Buehler; Doyle (6), off Buehler.
RBIs—Pages (21), Ohtani 2 (49), Vargas (5), Heyward 4 (15), T.Hernéndez 3
(54), Tovar (35), McMahon 2 (39), N.Jones (9), Montero 2 (27), Doyle 2 (21),
Cave (12). SF—NJones, Cave. Runners left in scoring
position—Dodgers 1 (Ohtan?’ Co\orado 3 ﬂn&ha Cave, Goodman).
Dodgers NP

Buehler... 7 7 1 2 70 5 84
Banda. 10 1 23 123
Ramire; 211 1 2 23 281
Petersen, W, 1-0. 111 1 2 30 450
Vesia, H, 5 000 1 0 14 1.10
Phillips, S, 11- 000 0 1 5 1.89
Colorado H RER BB SO NP ERA

544 2 3 92 436

000 2 0 29 3.60
Kinley.. 244 2 1 27 9.00
Vodnik, L, 1-1, BS, 01 % 233 11 19 450

Inherited runners-scored—Phillips 1-0, Beeks 1-0. IBB—off Vodnik
(Freeman). HBP—Buehler (Blackmon). WP—Vodnik.

SEATTLE 8, CLEVELAND 5
Seattle ABR HBI Avg. Cleveland AB R H BI Avg.
Crawfordss 31 2 3.208 Kwanlf 50 1 1.392
Rojas3b 51 2 0.266 Gimé 2b 50 0 0.256
JuRodrigef 50 0 0.264 Gaddisp 00 0 0 -
Raleighc 51 1 1.206 Ramirez3b 51 2 1.271
France1b 21 0 0.249 JNaylorlb 42 1 0.229
Raley If 51 2 1.258 Frydhc 50 2 0.317
Robles If 00 0 0.364 Brennanrf 51 3 1.249
Garverdn 50 2 2.179 Schncf2b 30 1 1.370
Canzonerf 30 0 0.204 Rocchioss 30 0 0.210
a-Hanigerrf 10 0 0.224 BNaylorc 20 0 0.173
Moore2b 43 2 1.210 b-Jo.Rodig 01 0 0.130
Totals 38811 8 Hedges ¢ 00 0 0.123
c-Freemef 00 0 0.223
Totals 37510 4
Seattle 004 111 100-8 11 1
Cleveland 010 002 110-5 10 0

a-walked for Canzone in 7th. b-walked for B.Naylor in 7th. c-hit by pitch for
Hedges in 8th.

Walks—Seattle 7. Cleveland 3. Strikeouts—Seattle 9. Cleveland 5.
E—Miler (1). LOB—Seattle 10, Cleveland 10. 2B—Raleigh (8), Garver 2 (12),
Moore (12), Crawford (9), Rojas (11), Fry (9). HR—Crawford (7), off McKenzie;
Raley (8), off Barlow; Moore (7), off Smith. RBIs—Crawford 3 (21), Raleigh
(44), Garver 2 (27), Raley (20), Moore (23), Schneemann (6), Brennan (22),

Ramirez (63), Kwan (18). SB—Moore (12). up—Raleigh, Rocchio,
Schneemann.
Seattle IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Miller, W, 6-5 5 6 3 2 2 2 92 3.46
Voth, H, 6. 000 0 O 2 3.03
Saucedo. 211 1 1 22 3.00
Stanek, H, 11. 000 0 1 4 395
Thornton..... 111 0 0 12 341
Mufioz, S, 13-14. 100 0 1 22 147
Cleveland H RER BB SO NP ERA
McKenzie, L, 3-4. 344 40 59 4.48
Herrin .. 311 0 2 29 121
111 0 2 18 3.64
111 1 2 23 191
111 2 0 20 293
100 0 2 31 2.60
100 0 1 13 1.60

'WP-McKenzie, Avila.
U— Hunter Wendelstedt, Doug Eddings, John Tumpane, John Bacon.
T-3:15. Tickets sold—25,453 (34,788).

CHICAGO CUBS 5, SAN FRANCISCO 2

San Fran. AB R H Bl Avg. Chicago AB R H BI Avg.
Slater If 300 0.219 Hoemer2b 50 0 0.239
a-Confortolf 100 0.234 Busch1b 41 2 0.260
Ramos cf 400 0.319 Bellingerrf 31 2 1.264
Flores 1b 400 0.212 Suzkidh 40 1 0.271
Chapman3b 401 0.230 Happlf 42 2 1.234
Estada2b 400 0.240 Swansonss 41 1 2.209
Soler dh 310 0.224 C-Armstref 40 0 0.198
Ahmed ss 301 0.250 Bote3b 30 1 0.316
Yastrze rf 210 0.219 Amayac 30 1 0.188
Casali ¢ 302 2.243 b-Morel 10 1 1.199
Totals 3124 2 Gomes ¢ 00 0 0.154
Totals 35511 5

San Francisco 000 020 000-2 4
Chicago 020 000 03x-5 11
a-grounded out for Slater in 8th. b-singled for Amaya in 8th.

Walks—San Francisco 2: Soler 1, Yastrzemski 1. Chicago 2: Bellinger 1,
Bote 1. Strikeouts—San Francisco 12: Slater 2, Ramos 1, Chapman 2,
Estrada 2, Soler 3, Yastrzemski 1, Casali 1. Chicago 6: Busch 2, Suzuki 1, Happ
2, Crow-Armstrong 1. LOB—San Francisco 4, Chicago 8. 2B—Casali (2),
Busch (11). HR—Swanson (7), off Webb. RBIs—Casali 2 (4), Swanson 2 (21),
Bellinger (33), Happ (37), Morel (41). SB—Suzuki (6), Swanson (5), Happ (7).
Runners left in scoring position—San Francisco 1 (Ramos); Chicago 5
(Hoerner 2, Suzuki 3). RISP—San Francisco 1 for 3; Cmcagu 4 for 11.

San Francisco ER BB SO NP ERA
5 101 2.99

1
33 1 1 24 312
00 0 0 3 4.84
R ER BB SO NP ERA
22 2 8
00 0 1

0
0

96 3.16
TMiller, W, 2-0 15 0.63
Thompson, S, 1-1 00 0 3 15 4.30

Inherited runners-scored—Jackson 3-1, T.Miller 1-0. U— Todd
Tichenor, Nestor Ceja, Cory Blaser, Manny Gonzalez. T—2:10. Tickets
sold—36,297 (41,363).

corT—rOT

Hoskins 3, Sanchez 2, Chourio 1. Los Angeles 9: Ward 2, Calhoun 1, 0'Hoppe 2,
Drury 1, Moniak 1, Adell 2. E—0'Hoppe (3), Drury (2), Adell (1).
LOB—Milwaukee 4, Los Angeles 9. 2B—Frelick (8), Chourio (6), Schanuel (6),
0'Hoppe (12), Moniak (7). HR=Yelich (7), off Canning. RBIs—Yelich (32),
Chourio 3 (27), Adell (33), Schanuel (25). CS—Turang (2). SF—Chourio.
Runners left in scoring position—Milwaukee 2 (Turang, Chourio); Los
Angeles 4 (Moniak, Ward 2, Calhoun). RISP—Milwaukee 1 for 6; Los Angeles 1
for 10. Runners moved up—Yelich, Adell. GIDP—Yelich, Calhoun.
DP—Milwaukee 1 (Adames, Hoskins); Los Angeles 1 gDrury, Neto, Schanuel).
IP H ER BB SO NP El

Milwaukee R ER

Myers, W, 4-2 00 2 6 90 3.26
Paredes ... 1% 1.0 0 1 2 27 0.71
Hernandez. 222 01 14 3.00
Payamps .. 211 10 16 3.55
Megill, S, 14-15... 4000 0 O 5 211
Los Angeles IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Canning, L, 2-8 .5 86 5 2 4 100 5.02
R.Contrera: 000 1 4 47 355
Fulmer 000 0 1 13 4.26

Inherited runners-: scnred Paredes 1-0, Payamps 11, Megill 2-0,
R.Contreras 2-1. WP—Hernandez(2), Canning(2). U— Jordan Baker, Mark
Carlson, Stu Scheuwater, Dan Merzel. T—2:47. Tickets sold—27,967
(45,517).

ARIZONA 5, WASHINGTON 0

Arizona AB R HBI Avg. Washington AB R H BI Avg.
Carroll cf 32 2 1.218 Abrams ss 402 0.261
Marte 2b 41 2 3.286 Thomas rf 400 0.232
Pedersdh 40 3 0.299 Winker If 302 0.270
Walker b~ 50 1 0.255 Garcia 2b 300 0.266
Gurriel If 41 2 0.250 Meneseslb 300 0.241
McCarthyrf 30 2 0.287 Rosariodh 300 0.182
Sudrez3b 20 1 0.205 Ruizc 300 0.200
Morenoc 30 0 1.227 Senzel 3b 300 0.219
Perdomoss 41 1 0.304 Youngcf 300 0.261
Totals 32514 5 Totals 2904 0

200 021 000-5 14 0

Arizona
i 000 000 000-0 4 1
Walks—Arizona 4: Carroll 2, Suérez 2.Strikeouts—Arizona 4: Marte 1,
Walker 1, Gurriel 1, Suérez 1. Washington 8: Thomas 3, Meneses 2, Rosario 1,
Ruiz 1, Senzel 1. E—Thomas (2). LOB—Arizona 8, Washington 2.
2B—Perdomo (2), Winker (11). 3B—Carroll (6). HR—Marte (15), off Irvin.
RBIs—Marte 3 (42), Carroll (23), Moreno (23). SB—Carroll (13). CS—Carroll
(5), Abrams (6), McCarthy (2). SF—Marte, Moreno. S—McCarthy. Runners
left in scoring position—Arizona 4 (Gurriel, Carroll 2, Walker); Washington
1 (Garcia). RISP—Arizona 3 for 9; Washington 0 for 1. Runners moved
up—Perdomo, Walker. LIDP—Pederson. GIDP—Moreno, Walker, Perdomo,
Garcia. DP—Arizona 1 (Perdomo, Marte, Walker); Washington 4 (Senzel,
Abrams, Meneses; Garcia, Thomas, Meneses, Thomas; Senzel, Garcia,
Meneses; Abrams, Garcia, Meneses).
Arizona P

Two outs when winning run scored. a-grounded out for Carpenter in 9th.
b-singled for Bethancourt in 10th.

Walks—St. Louis 3: Goldschmidt 1, Herrera 1, Carlson 1. Strikeouts—St.
Louis 8. Miami 9. E—Crawford (1), Mufioz (1). LOB—St. Louis 8, Miami 8.
2B—Siani (3), Sanchez (10). HR—Goldschmidt (9), off Mufioz; Donovan (6),
off Mufioz; Burleson (10), off Mufioz; Sanchez (5), off Lynn; Bethancourt (2), off
Lynn. RBIs—Goldschmidt 2 (29), Donovan 2 (32), Crawford (2), Siani (11),
Burleson (25), Carlson (7), Sanchez 3 (27), Chisholm (36), Bethancourt 2 (7),
Bell (32), Anderson (8), Brujén (8). SB—Anderson (4). SF—Carlson, Chisholm,

a-lined out for Delay in 8th. b-struck out for Joe in 9th. 1-ran for Stephenson
in 9th.

Walks—Cincinnati 2: De La Cruz 1, Steer 1. Pittsburgh 1: McCutchen 1.
Strikeouts—Cincinnati 4: De La Cruz 2, Steer 1, Maile 1. Pittsburgh 9:
McCutchen 1, Reynolds 1, Joe 1, Suwinski 1, Gonzales 2, Hayes 1, Olivares 1,
Taylor 1. LOB—Cincinnati 5, Pittsburgh 4. 2B—India (7), Stephenson (11),
Reynolds (20). HR—Espinal (4), off Falter, Hayes (3), off Lodolo.
RBIs—Espinal 2 (20), Hayes (17). CS—Fraley (5). Runners left in scoring

No outs when winning run scored. a-struck out for Stubbs in 8th.

Walks—San Diego 1: D.Peralta 1. Philadelphia 4: Harper 1, Stott 1, Pache
2. Strikeouts—San Diego 9: Cronenworth 3, Machado 2, Merill 2, D.Peralta
2. Philadelphia 12: Schwarber 1, Turner 1, Bohm 2, Stott 1, Castellanos 1, Marsh
2, Stubbs 3, Sosa 1. LOB—San Diego 1, Philadelphia 14. 2B—Castellanos 2
(12). HR—Campusano (5), off Nola; Schwarber (17), off W.Peralta.
RBIs—Campusano 2 (31), Profar (47), Marsh (27), Schwarber (48), Stott
(35), Castellanos (31). €S—Solano (1). Runners left in scoring
position—San Diego 0; Philadelphia 6 (Stubbs, Turner 2, Marsh 2, Haré)RR.

IP H ER Bl NP

Bell. Runners left in scoring position—St. Louis 4. Miami 4. position—Cincinnati 2 (Espinal, Stephenson); Pittsburgh 2 (Joe 2). | San Diego R B SO
St L P-HRER BB SO NP RISP—Cincinnati 1 for 4; Pittsburgh 0 for 1. GIDP—Fairchild, King .. 4 6 11 3 6 100 349
% 12 fli ? 8 g 519; igif Candelario. DP—Cincinnati 1 (De La Cruz, Fairchild, Steer, Fairchild); m]u;” L ? 8 8 é [2] 13 g%
000 0 2 16 450 :’;t;burgh 3 (Hayes, Gonzales, Joe; Hayes, Gonzales, Joe; Hayes, Gonzales, Estiada, H, 6 100 0 3 15 270
000 0 2 11 216 | Cincinnati P H RER BB SO NP ERA | WPerltaH 9. 111001 14400
321 00 18 3.38 Lodolo, W, 8-2 17411 0 8 95 2.76 Suarez, L, 4-1, BS, 17- 18 422 00 9 121
H RER BB SO NP ERA 1000 1 0 11 3.58 K
4876 2 3 76 5.76 1000 0 1 13 527 Philadelphia IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
2100 0 2 29 756 P H RER BB SO NP ERA Nola.... .6 433 1 6 95 3.54
1100 1 1 20 0.00 L1722 2 3 80 3.74 Kerkering. 000 0 1 16 1.40
1000 0 O 14 5.20 1100 0 0 13 4.42 Strahm. 000 0 O 13 093
1000 0 1 15 1.80 Santana. 1100 0 1 18 20.25 Hoffman, W, 3- 000 0 2 14 0.86
1010 01 7351 HBP—Lodolo (Olivares). U— Chad Whitson, Alex MacKay, Bill Millr, Inherited runners-scared—Matsui 2.0, Moreion 1-0. HBP—kKing
HBP—Enanuel (Crawford). Malachi Moore. T-2:06. Tickets sold—16,880 (38,753). (Schwarber). WP—King, Matsui.
N.Y. YANKEES 4, BALTIMORE 2 BOSTON 4, TORONTO 3 ATLANTA 2, DETROIT 1
Baltimore AB R H Bl Avg. NewYork AB R H Bl Avg. Boston AB R H BI Avg. Toronto AB R H BI Avg. Detroit AB R H Bl Avg. Atlanta AB R H BI Avg.
Westburg3b 10 0 0.277 Volpe ss 501 1.265 Duran cf 50 1 0.275 Horwitz2b 301 0.333 Vierling cf 401 0.257 Kelenic cf 411 0.267
Urfas 3b 301 0.245 Sotorf 200 0.313 Valdez2b 40 0 0.205 Kiermaiercf 00 0 0.190 Pérez rf 400 0.253 Albies2b 411 1.260
Rutsch dh 402 0.292 Judge cf 111 0.302 b-Gonzd2b 10 0 0.282 c-D.Jansen 100 0.248 Greene If 311 0.255 Oznadh 401 1.320
Mountclb 401 0.269 a-Grishamcf 200 0.102 Refsnyderlf 50 1 0.319 Schneilf-2b 401 0.226 Canha 1b 301 0.250 M.Olsonlb 300 0.255
Hender ss 411 0.273 Verdugo If 311 0.261 Devers3b 51 2 0.284 Guerrerolb 400 0.280 Urshela3b 401 1.278 Riley 3b 300 0.240
Santanderrf 411 2.231 Stantondh 301 1.239 O'Neill rf 42 2 1.264 Varshocff 401 0.216 Keith 2b 301 0.229 dAmaudc 300 0.240
Hays If 301 0.243 Rice1b 401 0.250 Yoshidadh 40 1 1.248 Turnerdh 321 0.233 Malloy dh 400 0.158 Duwallrff 301 0.171
b-Mullins 100 0.18 Cabrera3b 000 0.237 McGuirec 20 0 0.219 Bargerrf 311 0.179 McKinstryss 4 0 0 0.177 Wall If 201 0.333
Mateo 2b 300 0.231 Torres 2b 110 1.221 Smith 1b 40 2 1.227 aSpringerf 100 0.196 Kelly ¢ 300 0.236 alaurearf 100 0.125
Cowser cf 401 0.234 Wellsc 411 0.210 1-Hamilton 01 0 0.284 Kirkc 400 0.197 Totals 32151 Arcia ss 300 0.221
McCann ¢ 300 0.200 LeMahieu 300 1.176 Dalbec1b 00 O 0.138 KFalefass 401 1.269 Totals 3025 2
Totals 3428 2 3b-1b Rafaglass 40 3 1.251 Clement3b 401 2.279
Totals 2846 4 Totals 38412 4 Towls 3537 3 Retrot D o oy 22
Baltimore 000 000 002 -2 8 0 Boston 010 001 020-4 12 1 i
New York 012 010 00x—-4 6 0 Toronto 020 001 000-3 7 0 a-struck out for Wall in 7th.

a-struck out for Judge in 4th. b-grounded out for Hays in 9th.

Walks—Baltimore 1: Mateo 1. New York 6: Soto 3, Verdugo 1, Stanton 1,
Torres 1. Strikeouts—Baltimore 8: Westburg 1, Urias 1, Mountcastle 1, Hays 1,
Mateo 2, McCann 2. New York 3: Soto 1, Grisham 1, Wells 1. LOB—Baltimore
6, New York 10. 2B—Wells (8). HR—Santander (18), off Holmes.
RBIs—Santander 2 (45), Volpe (27), Stanton (41), Torres (26), LeMahieu (5).
SB—Mateo (12). SF—Torres, LeMahieu. Runners left in scoring
position—Baltimore 3 (McCann, Santander 2); New York 6 (Soto, Stanton 2,

aflied out for Barger in 8th. b-flied out for Valdez in 9th. c-struck out for
Kiermaier in 9th. 1-ran for Smith in 8th.

Walks—Boston 2: McGuire 2. Toronto 2: Horwitz 1, Tumer 1.
Strikeouts—Boston 9: Duran 3, Valdez 1, Refsnyder 2, Devers 2, Rafaela 1.
Toronto 7: D.Jansen 1, Schneider 2, Varsho 1, Kirk 2, Kiner-Falefa 1. E=Valdez
(3). LOB—Boston 9, Toronto 7. 2B—0'Neill (8), Devers (15), Rafaela (12),
Horwitz (2), Clement (9), Schneider (15). HR—0'Neill (15), off Little.
RBIs—Smith (20), Yoshida (12), O'Neill (26), Rafaela (41), Clement 2 (13),

) H RER BB SO NP ERA | |chahieu, Rice 2). RISP—Baltimore O for 5; New York 3 for 12. Runners | Kiner-Falefa (29). SB—Varsho (8), Hamilton (19), Rafaela (10). Runners left
Ceccpm, W, 2:5 30006 70 590 moved up—Henderson, We\ls Verdu o in scoring position—Boston 4. (Smith 2, Duran, Devers); Toronto 5.
J"g?"}'snez (1) 8 8 8 1 1; g% 232?30[931 3% 6 3 3 Bg sg gz ;gg (Varsho, Clement 2, Schneider, Guerrero). RISP—Boston 4 for 13; Toronto 2
Washington P H RER BB SO NP ERA i 2011 10 2 38 ft()::e;Zéntkl}:::‘gfgle:oggrr;&—McGulre. GIDP-Valdez. DP—Toronto 1
Irvin, L, 5-6 5844 4 2 97 324 000 0 0 14 231 | osor """IP'H RER BB SO NP ERA
Barnes. 41101 34 412 w1000 0 0 13 000 | Hoyk.... 5 632 2 5 103 214
Weems. 100 0 1 10 6.58 New York IP H RER BB SO NP ERA Kelly, W, 1-1 000 0 1 18 1.78
Rainey . too0 00 12 75 500 0 6 105 336 | Bemardino, H, 5. 100 0 0 10 095

HBP—Rainey (Pedersan) U— Chad Fairchild, Ryan Wills, Paul Clemons, 000 1 1 15 0.77 Slaten, H, 6.... 000 0 0 2 3.03
Carlos Torres. T—2:19. Tickets sold—28,230 (41,376). 100 0 0 11268 K.Jansen, S, 13- 000 0 1 11 2.59
1222 01 17 232 Toronto H RER BB SO NP ERA
d—Akin 3-0, Tate 1-0. HBP—Sudrez (Judge), 722 2 6 99 3.52
N.Y. METS 7, TEXAS 6 Akin (Torres). WP—Akin. PB_Wells (2). Pearson, H, 200 0 1 16 413
Little, L, 0-1, BS, 0- 222 01 23 6.17
NewYork ABR HBI Avg. Texas AB R H BI Avg. MINNESOTA 7, TAMPA BAY 6 Green. 100 0 1 12 172
Lindorss 50 0 1.238 Semien2b 300 0.256 Cabrera.. 000 00 10 455
Nim If-cf-f 42 1 1.240 Seagerss 411 2.259 TampaBay AB R H Bl Avg. Minnesota AB R H Bl Avg. Inherited runners- scored —Kelly 2-0, Slaten 1-0, Little 2-0, Green 1-1.
Martinezdh 40 0 0.285 JSmithdh 412 3.298 Diaz 1b 411 0.259 Castro2b 41 2 3.265 U~ Roberto Ortiz, Alfonso Marquez, Lance Barrett, Emil Jimenez, T—2:56.
Alonso 1b 41 2 1.243  Lowe 1b 401 0.253 Blowe2b 422 1.225 Llamachdh 30 1 1.263 Tickets sold—38,595 (39,150).
Marterf 51 1 0.280 Langfordif 411 1.236 Paredes3b 311 0.282 aMagdh 21 1 0.230
Vientos3b 53 3 1.317 Jankowskirf 400 0.217 J.Lowe dh 412 2.205 Lewis3b 50 0 0.348
Alvarez ¢ 40 3 2.269 Heimc 401 0.235
MoNei2b 30 00220 LWendel 000 01l | Guoloss 400 0245 Coreass 42 3 0517 CHICAGO WHITE SOX 2, HOUSTON 0
b-lges2b 00 0 0.400 Duran3b 422 0.270 Siri cf 400 0.200 Miandalb 40 1 0.280
Bader cf 20 0 1.271 Taveras cf 411 0.209 Rortvedt ¢ 400 0.242 b-Santana 10 1 1.238 Houston ~ AB R H Bl Avg. Chicago AB R H BI Avg.
a-Stewartlf 00 0 0.184 Totals 3569 6 Delucarf 401 0.157 Budtoncf 40 0 0.239 Atuve 2o 400 0.295 Pham rf 200 0.283
Clayloref 10 0 0.239 Totals 3568 6 Jeffers ¢ 31 1 1.234 Pefia ss 400 0.278 Vaughnlb 401 2.235
Totals 37710 7 Martin If 31 2 0.264 Bregman3b 4 0 2 0.241 Robert cf 400 0.176
New York 010 011 121=7 10 0 Totals 38713 7 Diaz dh 400 0.5 Delongss 300 0.237
inglet
Toces Q01 050 00069 L | “ampaBay o w06 8 1 | oY 30T 030 SRk 300 0903
a-walked for Bader in 7th. b-intentionally walked for McNeil in 8th. i 000 420 001-7 13 © Caratinic 401 0240 Julksdh 110 0.236
c-grounded out for Stewart in 8th. 1-ran for Heim in 9th. Two outs when winning run scored. a-pinch hit for Larnach in 6th. b-singled Meyers cf 300 0.249 aSheetsdh 100 0.232
Walks—New York 4: Nimmo 1, Alonso 1, Iglesias 1, Stewart 1. Texas 1: for Miranda in 9th. Cabbagerf 302 0.297 Lleec 110 0.240
Semien 1. Strikeouts—New York 8: Lindor 1, Nimmo 1, Martinez 2, Alonso 1, Walks—Tampa Bay 1: Paredes 1. Minnesota 3: Castro 1, Correa 1, Martin 1. Totals 33070 Mendick2b 20 1 0.212
Vientos 1, McNeil 1, Bader 1. Texas 2: Langford 1, Jankowski 1. E~Heim (4). Strikeouts—Tampa Bay 7. Minnesota 11. LOB—Tampa Bay 3, Minnesota 9. b-lopez2b 100 0.239
LOB—New York 8, Texas 3. 2B—Alarez (5), Alonso (18), Lowe (9). 2B-Deluca (4), Castro 2 (17), Correa (13), Larnach (4). HR—Arozarena (10), Totals 2522 2
HR—Vientos (6), off Lorenzen; Nimmo (9), off Lorenzen; J.Smith (5), off | off Lopez; B.Lowe (5), off Lopez; J.Lowe (3), off J.Jackson; Kepler (6), off Houston 000 000 000—0 7 0
Severino; Langford (2), off Severino. RBIs—Vientos (17), Bader (27), Nimmo | Armstrong, RBIs—Arozarena 3 (25), J.Lowe 2 (8), B.Lowe (20), Castro 3 (21), Chicago 001 010 00x—2 2 0

(40), Lindor (37), Alvarez 2 (14), Alonso (40), Seager 2 (35, J.Smith 3 (28),
Langford (22). Runners left in scoring position—New York 5 (Taylor,
Vientos 2, Lindor, Nimmo); Texas 2 (J.Smith, Heim). RISP—New York 2 for 12;
Texas 2 for 8. Runners moved up—Bader, Seager. GIDP—Duran. DP—New

York 1 $L|ndor Iglesias, Alonsn).
H RER BB SO NP ERA

Sevenno 6% 866 1 1 92 352
Diekmal %000 0 0 10 3.86
Garrett, W, 7- 000 0 1 12 3.03
Diaz, S, 7-11 ... 100 0 O 9 470
Texas H RER BB SO NP ERA
Lorenzen .. 433 1 3 82 3.00
Leclerc, H, 3. 211 11 15 4.78
Robertson, BS, 1- 322 0 3 30 3.62
Latz...... 000 1 0 3 267
Yates, L, 3- 110 1 1 21 1.07
WP—Severino.

U— Mike Muchlinski, Edwin Jimenez, Andy Fletcher, Jansen Visconti.
T—2:44. Tickets sold—36,274 (40,000).

Larnach (23), Kepler (28), Jeffers (37), Santana (37). SB—Buxton (5), Martin

5).
(la)mpa Bay IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Civale 3% 7T 44 2 5 84 542
Kelly.. 000 0 0 6 3.19
Armstrong, BS, 1-2.....1 2 2 2 1 1 22 374
Poche... 1000 0 2 10 4.11
C\eavmg 1000 0 2 10 3.38
Adam .. 1100 00 19 232
Falrbanks L 13 211 0 1 16 3.42
Maton 0100 00 3 588
anesota IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
4755 1 3 54 5.62
2111 01 22 6.75
1000 0 1 14 1.90
1000 0 O 5 223
Duran W, 3-2 1000 0 2 15 3.43

U-Vic Carapazza, Alex Tosi, Adam Hamari, Brian Walsh. T—4:45. Tickets
sold—17,342 (38 544).

a-flied out for Julks in 7th. b-grounded out for Mendick in 7th.

Walks—Houston 1: Singleton 1. Chicago 5: Pham 2, Julks 1, Lee 2.
Strikeouts—Houston 4: Altuve 2, Pefia 1, Singleton 1. Chicago 7: Pham 1,
Robert 1, DeJong 2, Benintendi 1, Lee 1, Mendick 1. LOB—Houston 7, Chicago
4.2B—Cabbage (3). RBIs—Vaughn 2 (33). CS—Cabbage (1). Runners left
in scoring position—Houston 4 (Dubdn, Meyers, Caratini, Pefia); Chicago 1
(Robert). RISP—Houston 0 for 5; Chicago O for 5. Runners moved
uj -Slng\eton GIDP—Rohen DP—HousEt'O‘n 1 g’eﬁa, S\'ngletorn.P

ouston ERA
5 5 93 391

0 1 13 177

. 0 1 13 3.72
Chicago BB SO NP ERA
Cannon, W, 1-1.. 1 4 106 3.34
Brebbia, S, 2-3.. 0 0 5 581

Inherited runners- scored Brebbia 2-0. WP—Valdez. U— Derek
Thomas, Chris Conroy, Brennan Miller, Mark Ripperger. T—2:02. Tickets
sold—16,763 (40,241).

Walks—Detroit 2: Greene 1, Kelly 1. Strikeouts—Detroit 10: Vierling 2,
Greene 1, Canha 2, Malloy 2, McKinstry 2, Kelly 1. Atlanta 8: Kelenic 1, Ozuna 1,
M.0lson 1, Riley 1, Duvall 1, Wall 1, Laureano 1, Arcia 1. E—Urshela (3), Keith
(9). LOB—Detroit 8, Atlanta 4. 3B—Greene (3), Albies (1). RBIs—Urshela
(19), Albies (34), Ozuna (63). Runners left in scoring position—Detroit 1
(Malloy); Atlanta 2 (Albies, d’Amaud). RISP—Detroit 1 for 3; Atlanta 1 for 6.
Runners moved up—M.0lson. GIDP—Arcia. DP—Detroit 1 (McKinstry,
Keith, Canha).
Detroit

H RER BB SO NP ERA
5 0 3 87 4.43
000 0 2 32 2.9
000 0 2 10 4.50
000 0 1 7 352
H RER BB SO NP ERA
Schwellenbach, W, 1-2 . 6 311 27 89 4.98
Johnson, H, 7.. 1100 0 1 19 3.70
Jiménez, H, 15 100 0 1 14 2.79
Iglesias, S, 19-21 .1 000 0 1 11 2.60

HBP—Schwellenbach 2 (Canha,Keith). U— Tony Randazzo, Jeremy Riggs,
Dan Bellino, Phil Cuzzi. T-2:19. Tickets sold—37,561 (41,149).

OAKLAND 7, KANSAS CITY 5

Kansas City AB R H BI Avg. Oakland AB R H BI Avg.
Garcia 3b 500 1.243 Schuemss 42 1 0.235
Witt ss 500 0.321 Bledaycf 41 3 2.261
Pasquantdh 311 0.241 Andujarlf 40 2 1.314
Perez 1b 412 0.296 Rookerdh 30 1 1.255
Velazquezrf 300 0.202 Soderstlb 40 0 0.239
b-Melen If 000 0.171 Langeliersc 40 0 0.201
Fermin ¢ 411 1.289 Nevin3b 31 10.222
Loftin 2b 311 3.253 Butlerrf 31 10.183
Hampsonlf 200 0.289 c-Camerf 10 0 0.178
a-FrazierIff 201 0.216 Gelof 2b 42 2 3.19
Isbel cf 411 0.222 Totals 47117
Totals 35575

Kansas City 020 010 020 -5 70
Oakland 202 300 00x—7 11 1

a-doubled for Hampson in 7th. b-walked for Veldzquez in 8th. c-lined out
for Butler in 8th.
Walks—Kansas City 3: Pasquantino 1, Melendez 1, Loftin 1. Oakland 2:
1, Nevin 1. Strik Ki City 7: Garcia 3, Witt 1, Perez 1,
Veldzquez 1, Fermin 1. Oakland 9: Schuemann 1, Rooker 2, Soderstrom 2,
Langeliers 3, Gelof 1. E=Schuemann (8). LOB—Kansas City 6, Oakland 6.
2B—Frazier (7), Bleday 3 (22), Butler (5), Rooker (13), Nevin (4). 3B—Isbel
(3)- HR—Loftin (1), off Harris; Gelof (6), off Marsh. RBIs—Loftin 3 (12), Garcia
(39), Fermin (14), Bleday 2 (27), Rooker (42), Andujar (13), Gelof 3 (18).
SB—Gelof (8). SF—Rooker.

Kansas City IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Marsh, L, 5 4 37T 7702 4 76 4.37
Long.... 200 0 1 16 0.00
Altavilla 100 0 2 14 15.00
Hernandez 100 0 1 18 245
Stratton 000 0 1 9 504
Smith 000 0 0 8 5.16
Oakland H RER BB SO NP ERA
Harris, W, 1-0 431 2 3 100 237
Nittoli .. 000 0 1 9 150
Adams. 100 0 2 17 3.20
Erceg... 222 10 15 3.96
Alexander, H, 4 000 0 O 3 450
Miller, S, 13-15 000 0 1 10 2.20

Inherited runners-: scured Alexander 1-0.
U— James Hoye, Rob Drake, D.J. Reyburn, John Libka. T—2:31. Tickets
sold—7,013 (46,847).
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APPRECIATION

Admirers honor the ‘godfather of center fielders’

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Reaction from the sports
world and beyond to the
death of baseball Hall of
Famer Willie Mays. He died
Tuesday at age 93, Mays’
family and the San Fran-
cisco Giants jointly an-
nounced.

Mays’ electrifying combi-
nation of talent, drive and
exuberance made him one
of baseball’s greatest and
most beloved players.

“Iambeyond devastated
and overcome with emotion.
I have nowords to describe
what you mean to me — you
helped shape me tobe who I
am today. Thank you for
being my godfather and
always being there. Give my
dad a big hug for me. Rest in
peace Willie. I1ove you forev-
er. #SayHey” — Former
Giants slugger and Mays’
godson, Barry Bonds

“He’s the godfather of
center fielders. When you
think about playing center
field and you’re a person of
color, that’s who they com-
pare you to. For him to pull
me aside and spend all the
time he did with me meant a
lot.” — Hall of Famer Ken
Griffey Jr.

“Willie Mays wasn’t just a
singular athlete, blessed
with an unmatched combi-
nation of grace, skill and
power. He was also a won-
derfully warm and generous
person — and an inspiration
to an entire generation. 'm
lucky to have spent time
with him over the years, and
Michelle and I send our
deepest condolences to his
family.” — Former President
Obama

EvAN Vuccr Associated Press

WILLIE MAYS receives the Medal of Freedom from then-President Obama at the White House in 2015.

“He was a guy I talked to
alot, and we talked base-
ball. He had alittle office
right by mine up there. And
so I'was fortunate to be able
to spend alot of time with
that man. Of course, what a
legend he s, could be the
best, the greatest player of
all time, that’s how good he
was.” — Former San Fran-
cisco Giants manager Bruce
Bochy

“His incredible achieve-
ments and statistics do not
begin to describe the awe
that came with watching
Willie Mays dominate the
game in every way imagi-
nable. We will never forget
this true Giant on and off
the field.” — MLB Commis-
sioner Rob Manfred

“I'was abig Willie Mays
fan, what he meant to the
game, what he meant to
California, all the Giants
fans out there and espe-
cially me growing up. You
wanted to play like Willie
and make those catches
that he did. The numbers he
put up on the field and what
he did are impressive, but
him as aperson and him as
ahuman being is even big-
ger. He was bigger than
baseball. He was something
special and the baseball
world is definitely going to
be missing a great one.” —
New York Yankees out-
fielder Aaron Judge, who
grew up in Northern Cali-
fornia

“RIP Willie Mays. You

changed the game forever
and inspired kids like me to
chase our dream. Thank you
for everything that you did
on and off the field. Always
in our hearts.” — Former
pitcher CC Sabathia

“I'm devastated to hear
about the passing of the
legendary Hall of Famer
Willie Mays, one of the main
reasons I fell in love with
baseball. Cookie and I are
praying for his family,
friends, and fans during this
difficult time.” — NBA Hall
of Famer Magic Johnson

“The great Willie Mays
has passed away. It was a
privilege to know him. We
were both honored by
@MLB in 2010 with the

Dodgers find their stride at bat

[Dodgers, from B10]
ing season.

Colorado was ahead 9-4
going into the eighth, having
extinguished one Dodgers
rally on a diving catch from
Brenton Doyle in center field
inthe top ofthe seventh, and
scoring an insurance run off
Dodgers reliever Michael
Petersonin his MLLB debut a
half-inning later.

But, even with their
closer, Tyler Kinley, in the
game, and the bottom of the
Dodgers order due up in the
ninth, the Rockies couldn’t
get over the finish line.

Instead, the Dodgers
loaded the bases on a single
and two walks. They got
back within one on a pinch-
hit grand slam from Jason
Heyward. And then — in a
moment that not only
flipped the script of Tuesday
night’s game, but also de-
fined the identity the Dod-
gers have been striving for
this season — Hernandez
came to the plate, stayed
alive in a two-strike at-bat,
then launched a towering
three-run home run the
otherway.

A thunderous bow on a
seven-run outburst.

“When Jason hit that
grand slam to turn the line-
up over,” Hernandez said,
“you knew something was
going to happen.”

A few weeks ago, such
confidence at the plate ap-
peared to be in short supply
for the Dodgers. During a 12-
12 stretch from May 10 to
June 5, their star-studded of-
fense averaged just 3.7 runs
per game. Hitting in the
clutch was a particular area
ofrepeated frustration.

Since then, though, the
lineup has started to redis-
coverits stride.

In theirlast 12 games, the
Dodgers are 8-4. They are av-
eraging more than 6.25 runs
per contest in that stretch.
And this week, they’ve to-
taled 20 runs in two games at
Coors Field even while miss-
ing leadoff hitter Mookie
Betts, who is out six to eight
weeks with a hand fracture.

In Betts’ place, other
stars like Shohei Ohtani
(who hit his National
League-leading 20th home
run of the season Tuesday a
whopping 476 feet) and
Hernéndez (who is leading
the team with 54 RBIs) have
stepped up. But the team’s

all-around approach has
made key strides, too.

“That’s our approach to
every single at-bat, every
single day,” Heyward said.
“Sometimes it looks ugly.
Sometimes it looks pretty.
But whenyou’re able to stick
with that over the course ofa
season, to fill out big games,
big spots, big moments, I
think that’s how you get bet-
ter. That’s how you im-
prove.”

It’s also how the unlikeli-
est of wins can still be
achieved — how the Dod-
gers, once looking left for
dead on Tuesday, found a
way to keep staying alive.

Heyward’s at-bat was
perhaps most impressive, a
two-strike battle in which
the veteran outfielder even-
tually prevailed.

After swinging through
one slider on a 2-and-1 count,
then fouling off another on
the next pitch, Heyward
simplified his mind-set at
the plate.

“I just told myself, ‘All
right, you got a feel for the
take, you got a feel for the
swing. So right here, take
your time,” ” he said. “If it’s
there, it’s there. Ifit’s not, tip
my cap.”

When Kinley fired a third
straight slider, Heyward
hammered a high line drive
off the foul pole in right.

The deficit suddenly
trimmed to one, Ohtanikept
the inning going by slicing a
single toleft, then advancing
to second on a wild pitch.
The Rockies intentionally

walked Freddie Freeman
with first base open. That
brought up Hernandez in
the type of high-leverage
moment he has thrived in all
year.

“He reminds me of
Manny Ramirez,” Roberts
said. “When guys are on
base, that’s when he really
starts to lock it in and focus.
He hunts those RBIs. That’s
how you win baseball
games.”

Hernandez’s at-bat
wasn’t without controversy.
With two outs and two
strikes, he contorted his
body to check what would
have been a game-ending
swing.

The Rockies appealed to
first base umpire Lance
Barksdale, but he upheld
the call. Manager Bud Black
came out to argue, but was
immediately ejected from
the game. Video replay
made it seem like Hernén-
dez might have gone around.
Countless batters have been
called out forless.

“It was close,” Hernan-
dezsaid. “Now that I saw the
replay, I don’t think so. But
you could’ve called it either
way, and I think it would’ve
been fine.”

The at-bat still alive,
Hernandez attacked the
next pitch, clubbing a cen-
ter-cut fastball the other
way for the deciding three-
run shot.

“I honestly feel like we
just got rewarded with our
process right there,” Hey-
ward said.

DAVID ZALUBOWSKI Associated Press

JASON Heyward hits a ninth-inning grand slam in the Dodgers’ 11-9 win Tuesday.

Aprocessthat, lately, has
been marked by the Dod-
gers’ ability to battle at the
plate and — even down five
runs in the ninth inning —
find a way to fight.

Buehler may seek a
reset on injured list

After Buehler’s four-in-
ning, seven-run start Tues-
day — the most runs the
pitcher has given up in a
start since 2019 — both he
and Roberts hinted at the
possibility of the right-
hander getting some sort of
break amid his poor start to
the season.

With a 5.84 ERA through
eight starts this year, in his
first season back from
Tommy John surgery in
2022, Buehler said there has
been some thought of giving
him a midseason “blow” to
“reset” his performance.

Buehler was also hit in
the hip by a comebacker
Tuesday. While it didn’t
force the pitcher from the
game, Roberts said there
was some “concern” about
the residual soreness it
would create, making an in-
jured list stint “possible” for
the struggling 29-year-old.

“Given how he’s feeling,
how he’s throwing the base-
ball and what happened
tonight with that liner off his
hip, it’s certainly going to be
a conversation,” Roberts
said. “We have some off days
coming up that could line up
so a blow is possible, for
sure.”

SPORTS EXTRA

For late coverage of Dodgers, Angels and Sparks games and more, see our
daily digital eNewspaper. Subscribers get free access to an exclusive “Sports Extra.”
View it on your phone, tablet or computer at latimes.com/enewspaper.

Beacon Award, given to civil
rights pioneers. He was a
such a kind soul, who gifted
my brother Randy a new
glove and a television during
his rookie year with the
@SFGiants. My deepest
condolences to his family.
He will be missed.” — Ten-
nis legend Billie Jean King

“Willie Mays’ passion for
the game and incredible
talent made him the em-
bodiment of baseball for
millions of fans and one of
the most beloved players in
history. More than a half
century after his playing
days, he remained an
American treasure and a
baseball icon synonymous
with love of the game. His

and we will forever cherish
hislegacy.” — Baseball Hall
of Fame Chairman Jane
Forbes Clark

“Willie ended his Hall of
Fame career in Queens and
was a key piece to the 1973
NL championship team.
Mays played with a style
and grace like no one else.
Alex and I'were thrilled to
honor a previous promise
from Joan Payson to retire
hisiconic #24 as a member
ofthe Mets in 2022.” — Mets
owners Steve and Alex
Cohen

“From his professional
debut with the Birmingham
Black Barons at age 17
through his 24 All-Star
Games to his Hall of Fame
induction in 1979, Willie’s
skill on the field and impact
offit elevated him to a statu-
re that was larger than life.”
— MLB Players Assn. Exe-
cutive Director Tony Clark

“The great Willie Mays
has passed away. Had the
honor of talking with him
several times. He loved that
we mentioned his ’54 World
Series catchin ‘City Slick-
ers.’ The man who hit the
ball and the ‘Giant’ who
caught it signed this ball.”

— Actor Billy Crystal

“I fortunately grew up in
the Bay Area during Mays’
prime, and he was a five-tool
player, an extraordinarily
good five-tool player. You’d
go to a game and he would
do something. Whether it
would be a great catch, a
great throw, a stolen base,

ever-present smile and hit ahome run or he’d do
joyous presence radiated them all.” — Former player
throughout Cooperstown, Keith Hernandez
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TODAY ON THE AIR
TIME |EVENT |oNTHEAIR
AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL
2:30 a.m. (Fri.) [AFL, Carlton vs. Geelong [Tv:Fs2

AUTO RACING

4:15a.m. (Fri.) |F0rmula One, Spanish Grand Prix, Practice 1

[TV: ESPN2, ESPND

BASEBALL

10a.m. Tampa Bay at Minnesota TV: ESPN+

Noon Dodgers at Colorado TV: SNLAR: 570,

1020

4p.m. San Francisco at St. Louis TV: 11, FOXD

6:30 p.m. Milwaukee at San Diego TV: MLB

BASKETBALL: WNBA

4p.m. |Sparks at New York [TV: Amazon Prime

COLLEGE BASEBALL

11a.m. Men's College World Series, teams TBD TV: ESPN

4p.m. Men's College World Series, teams TBD TV: ESPN

DIVING

Tam. U.S. Olympic trials, preliminaries TV: Peacock

2p.m. U.S. Olympic trials, semifinals TV: Peacock

9:15p.m. U.S. Olympic trials, finals (delay) TV:4

GOLF

Noon PGA Tour, Travelers Championship, first round TV: Golf, Peacock

3p.m. Women's PGA Championship, first round TV: Golf, Peacock

4a.m. (Fri.) DP World Tour, KLM Open, second round TV: Golf

HOCKEY

7p.m. AHL, Calder Cup Final, Game 4, Hershey at TV: NHL
Coachella Valley

HORSE RACING

11am. |America's Day at the Races [Tv: FS2

SOCCER

9a.m. UEFA Euro, group play, Denmark vs. England TV:FS1

Noon UEFA Euro, group play, Spain vs. Italy TV: 11

5p.m. Copa America, group play, Argentina vs. Canada |TV: FS1, Univision

SWIMMING

7:45a.m. U.S. Olympic trials, qualifying heats TV: Peacock

4p.m. U.S. Olympic trials, qualifying heats (delay) TV: USA

5p.m. U.S. Olympic trials, finals and semifinals TV: Peacock

8p.m. U.S. Olympic trials, finals and semifinals (delay) [TV: 4

TENNIS

6a.m. London, Halle (ATP); Berlin, Birmingham (WTA)  [TV: Tennis
early rounds

2a.m. (Fri.) London, Halle (ATP); Berlin, Birmingham (WTA)  [TV: Tennis
quarterfinals
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DAVID ZALUBOWSKI Associated Press

TEOSCAR HERNANDEZ celebrates with Shohei Ohtani after going yard in the ninth inning of L.A.’s unlikely 11-9 victory Tuesday night.

Dodgers find their stride at bat

Roberts praises
the team’s ‘fight’
in a comeback
for the ages.

By JACK HARRIS

DENVER — During his
team’s resurgence at the
plate in recent weeks, in
which the Dodgers have
once again looked like their
high-powered selves, Dave
Roberts has used one adjec-
tive in his praise of the club
above all else.

On more than one occa-
sion, the manager has high-
lighted his players’ “fight” at
the plate, extolling their abil-
ity to battle off pitches, ex-
tend at-bats and keep the
teamin games.

“We always talk about it
here in the clubhouse,” out-
fielder Teoscar Herndndez
said. “Don’t give away at-
bats. Fight through the at-
bats. See a lot of pitches.

Associated Press

WILLIE MAYS steals home for the New York Giants in their Aug. 26, 1951,
game against the Chicago Cubs at the Polo Grounds in Upper Manhattan.

Willie Mays dies at 93

“Say Hey Kid” was famous for “The

Catch” in Giants’ 1954 Series. A1

‘Godfather’ in center field

Admirers in the sports world and
beyond honor the Hall of Famer. B9

And try to get a good one.”

On Tuesday, in the kind
of comeback the club had
not experienced in almost
100 years, the Dodgers epito-
mized everything Roberts
and his players had been
talking about, exploding for
seven runs in an historic
ninth-inning rally to snatch
an unlikely 11-9 win over the
Colorado RockKies.

“Man, there’s a lot to un-
pack,” Roberts said after-
ward, still buzzing from the
franchise’s biggest ninth-in-
ning comeback since 1957,
and first in which they’d
erased a five-run ninth-in-
ning hole without playing
extra innings since 1929.
“That fight, I couldn’t be
more proud of the guys.”

On three separate occa-
sions Tuesday, the Dodgers
found themselves trailing by
five.

The Rockies led 6-1in the
bottom of the second and 7-2
at the end of the fourth, with
every run coming against
Walker Buehler in his worst
start of an already frustrat-

[See Dodgers, B9]

SPARKS
LOSE
BRINK
TO KNEE
INJURY

L.A. rookie starter
suffers torn ACL in
loss to Connecticut,
ending her season.

By ILIANA
LiMON ROMERO

Sparks rookie star Cam-
eron Brink tore the anterior
cruciate ligament in her left
knee during the team’s loss
to the Connecticut Sun on
Tuesday, a serious blow for a
squad that was relying heav-
ily on young talent.

The Sparks announced
the injury but did not share
further details, including
any plans for treatment. The
injury typically ends a
basketball player’s season
and requires a nine- to 10-
month recovery period, al-
though some professional
athletes have returned to
play more quickly.

Brink, the No. 2 overall
draft pick out of Stanford,
entered the Connecticut
road game averaging 81
points, 5.7 rebounds and 2.5
blocks a game in her first
season for the Sparks. She’s
tied with A’ja Wilson of the
Las Vegas Aces for the sec-
ond-most blocks in the
WNBA. Brink was coming
off a 16-point performance
against the Atlanta Dream
on Sunday.

Brink misstepped while
driving against Brionna
Jones early in the first quar-
ter of Tuesday’sloss and was
carried off the court. The
Sparks turned to 6-foot-7 Li
Yueru, and the second-year
center had one of the best
games of her young career
with 11 points, shooting five
for six, plus two rebounds
and two assists.

“Except for the 2019 sea-
son, I've lost a starter to in-
jury every single year I've
been a head coach in this
league,” Sparks coach Curt
Miller told reporters Tues-
day after the game. “Youjust
have to have the mentality of
next person up and rally
around it.”

Brink was named to the
U.S. 3x3 team for the Paris
Olympics and will have to be

[See Sparks, B7]

Euro 24 has nothing

T

Argentine star points
out stacked field for

event that is dress
rehearsal for 2026.

KEVIN BAXTER
ON SOCCER

Kylian Mbappe clearly
ruffled some featherslast
week when he suggested the
European Championship
was the world’s most diffi-
cult international soccer
competition.

“The Euros are compli-
cated. For me, more compli-
cated than a World Cup,”
the French national team
captain said at a news con-
ference before his team’s
first game.

Hold my beer, said for-
mer club teammate Lionel
Messi, who led Argentina
past France in an epic 2022
World Cup final, in which he
and Mbappe — who broke
his nose in France’s Euro-
opening win over Austria on
Monday — combined for five

on Copa América, Messi contends

Nick WAss Associated Press

quadrennial championship
for FIFA’s 55-member Euro-
pean confederation, is diffi-
cult. However, don’t sleep on
Copa América, the South
American tournament
expanded thisyear to in-
clude the U.S., Mexico and
four other teams.

“Well, everybody pri-
oritizes their tournament,”
Messi fired backina TV
interview ahead of the Copa
América opener Thursday
between Argentina and
Canada.

“The Eurosis veryim-
portant and has the best
teams, but he’s leaving out
three-time champion Ar-
gentina, five-time champion
Bragzil, two-time champion
Uruguay.

“There are alot of world
champions left off to say
that it’s the most difficult
tournament.”

Not just world champi-
ons. In top-ranked Argen-
tina and No. 5 Brazil, the
Copa América field also has
two of the top five teams in
the latest FIFA world rank-
ings. Colombia, which is also

ofthe game’s six goals.
Sure the Euros, the

FORWARD Lionel Messi, right, will lead favored Argentina in Copa América, which starts Thursday. In top-
ranked Argentina and No. 5 Brazil, the field also has two of the top five teams in the FIFA world rankings.

inthe 16-team field, hasn’t
[See Copa, B6]

MecDavid on fire as Oilers force Game 6 | Pistons fire Williams after poor season

After NBA-worst 14-68 record, Detroit parts ways
with coach it signed to six-year, $78.5-million deal. B7

Angels robbed of tying homer in loss

Milwaukee center fielder’s game-ending grab at the
wall wins it for Brewers as late rally falls short. Bs

Florida must wait at least until Friday to secure the
franchise’s elusive first Stanley Cup title. B7
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JASON HEYWARD hits a two-run double in the Dodgers’ 7-6 loss in Denver on Wednesday, a night after Los Angeles’ historic ninth-inning comeback at Coors Field.

Rockies flip the script with a walk-off win

By JACK HARRIS

Sometimes, the Dodgers will
pull out all the stops to secure a
win.

More often, however, the first-
place club makes decisions with
the big picture in mind.

In a 7-6 loss to the Colorado
Rockies on Wednesday night at
Coors Field, the Dodgers stuck to
that latter approach. In the inter-
est of self-preservation, and ensur-
ing their already banged-up roster
doesn’t risk more losses, they en-
tered the ninth inning without two
potentially key players — rolling

the dice in a game the Rockies
walked off with a sacrifice fly.

The first key personnel decision
came in the bottom of the seventh,
when slumping utilityman Chris
Taylor replaced streaking veteran
Teoscar Herndndez in right field.

At the time, the Dodgers were
onlyleading 6-4 — thankslargely to
a three-run double from Shohei
Ohtani in the second inning and a
two-run double from Jason Hey-
ward in the fifth.

Hernandez has been taken out
of games early for rest before, but
never when the score was so tight.

However, as manager Dave
Roberts explained it postgame,

the decision was based on more
than just Wednesday. So far this
season, Hernandez has started all
76 of the Dodgers’ games. His body
has held up, evidenced by his 18
home runs, .255 batting average
and team-most 54 RBISs.

But, after Hernandez grounded
out in the seventh, Roberts felt the
final three innings of Wednesday
night would suffice.

The only problem: The Dod-
gers’ Wednesday night lead evapo-
rated in the blink of an eye.

First, Roberts’ decision to try
and get an extra inning out of
pitcher Bobby Miller — who gave
up five runs in 6Ys innings in his

first start since early April, having
missed more than two months
with a shoulder injury — backfired.

Miller hung a two-strike
changeup to leadoff man Sean
Bouchard. A batter later, Roberts
was summoning reliever Daniel
Hudson from the bullpen.

After Miller exited, however, the
rest of the inning started to spiral.

The score remained knotted at
6-6 into the ninth, when Hernan-
dez’s spot in the order came back
around.

Battingin his place, Taylor hit a
sharp line drive that was snagged
at second for the inning’s second
out. While Andy Pages doubled in

the next at-bat, pinch-hitter
Miguel Rojas flied out to retire the
side.

The Dodgers’ other key person-
nel decision, though, proved more
costly.

Low-leverage right-hander
Yohan Ramirez came trotting to
the mound for the ninth inning.

Back-to-back singles put two
runners quickly aboard. A ground
ball for the first out moved the lead
man, Jake Cave, to third.

With one out, Brenton Doyle
came to the plate simply needing a
fly ball. On the second pitch of his
at-bat, he got one, skying the
game-winning sacrifice fly.

Anderson pitches
well, but Angels bats
sputter again in loss

WIRE REPORTS

Freddy Peralta struck out eight
over six innings of three-hit ball,
outdueling Tyler Anderson in the
Milwaukee Brewers’ 2-0 victory
over the Angels on Wednesday
night.

Rhys Hoskins and Willy Ad-
ames drove inruns for the Brewers,
who took two of three at Angel Sta-
dium to open their Southern Cali-
fornia trip.

Peralta (5-4) rebounded from a
rough outing against Cincinnati
last week with a strong effort
against the punchless Angels. Al-
though he walked two and wasn’t
particularly efficient, Peralta re-
peatedly escaped trouble.

The Angels got two runners into
scoring position in the sixth, but
Peralta retired Logan O’Hoppe on
ahot grounder up the middle with
his final pitch.

Bryan Hudson pitched two in-
nings of relief before Huntington
Beach native Trevor Megill fin-
ished Milwaukee’s four-hitter and
its fourth shutout win of the season
with his 15th save.

Anderson (6-7) held his oppo-
nents to one run for the sixth time
in his last seven starts, but lost for
the third time in that stretch. The
veteran left-hander gave up four
hits and three walks over seven
sharp innings, striking out five.

The Angels managed only four
singles while getting shut out for
the third time this season. The
team’s offense struggled mightily
afterthe first fourinnings of this se-
ries Monday, scoring runs only
once — a three-run rally in the
ninth inning Tuesday — in its final
22 innings against the Brewers’
pitching staff.

Three of Milwaukee’s first four
batters reached base before
Hoskins’ flyout in the first inning.
Kevin Pillar made a sprinting, slid-
ing catch on Sal Frelick’s fly down
theright-field line tolimit the dam-
age.
Christian Yelich walked, stole
second and scored on Adames’ soft
single off Luis Garcia in the eighth.

Angelsinfielder Brandon Drury
was scratched from the starting
lineup two hours before game time
because of an illness. The veteran
had played two games since re-
turning Monday from a 34-game
absence with a hamstring injury.

Patrick Sandoval (2-8, 5.24
ERA) will take the mound up the
road at Dodger Stadium on Friday
to begin a two-game Freeway Se-
ries.

Kamara scores 145th
MLS goal to tie Donovan
Kei Kamara scored his 145th

MLS goal, tying Landon Donovan
for second on the league’s all-time

RYAN SUN Associated Press

SHORTSTOP Zach Neto singles in the seventh inning, one of just four hits (all singles) the Angels
could muster during a 2-0 loss to the Milwaukee Brewers on Wednesday at Angel Stadium.

scoring list, and LAFC played
Austin to a 11 draw on a rainy
Wednesday night in Austin, Texas.

Kamara outjumped his defend-
er to head home Mateusz Bogusz’s
corner kick in the 90th minute to
help LAFC avoid being held score-
less for the first time since March
16.

Kamara became the first player
in MLS history to score in 17 differ-
ent seasons. Chris Wondolowski
holds the MLS record with 171
goals.

LAFC (10-4-4) had its club-
record, eight-match win streak
halted. LAFC’s unbeaten streak
was extended to nine consecutive

matches in all competitions.

Austin (6-7-6) is 5-2-3 in its last
10 home games.

Austin forward Jader Obrian
dribbled from nearthe midfield cir-
cle tothe top of the 18-yard box and
sent in a deflected shot to open the
scoring in the 19th minute with his
fifth goal of the season.
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MARCUS MADDOX

“I FIGURED I better get things in order and tell the story,” says Ghost’s Tobias Forge, left, about making the movie “Rite Here Rite Now” with Alex Ross Perry.

Why Swedish metal

caught an indie
filmmaker’s eye

Director Alex Ross Perry and Ghost frontman Tobias Forge
talk up the concert-film collaboration no one expected

ANOUK AIMEE,
1932 - 2024

French
star of ‘A
Man and a
Woman’

Aimée was nominated
for an Oscar and won

a Golden Globe for
her performance.

By EvA HARTMAN

Anouk Aimée, the French
film icon known for “A Man
and a Woman,” “La Dolce
Vita” and “Lola,” has died.
She was 92.

The actor’s daughter,
Manuela Papatakis, con-
firmed the news on
Instagram, writing that she
was at her mother’s bedside
in Paris when Aimée died
Tuesday morning. No cause
of death was given.

Aimée was born Nicole
Francoise Florence Dreyfus
in Paris on April 27, 1932, to
actors Geneviéve Sorya and
Henry Murray. She made
her film debut at age 14 in
“The House Under the Sea”
(Lamaison souslamer) asa
character named Anouk,
which she adopted for her-
self afterward. She added
the last name “Aimée,”
which means “beloved,” in
the late 1940s to cement her
identity with her on-screen
roles.

Renowned as an emblem
of “cool, sophisticated
beauty,” the actor appeared
in nearly 90 films across sev-
en decades. Aimée worked
with an array of acclaimed
directors, including Jacques
Demy, Bernardo Bertolucci,
Jacques Becker, Robert Alt-
man and Sidney Lumet.

She was perhaps best
known for 1966's “A Man and
a Woman,” in which she
starred opposite Jean-Louis
Trintignant as a recent wid-
ow who falls for a widower at
her daughter’s school before
deciding that her heart-
breakistoo fresh to continue
the romance. The film was
an enormous success, win-
ning the Palme d’Or at the
Cannes Film Festival and
she was Oscar-nominated in
the lead actress category —
an incredible feat for a non-
American star in 1967. She
also won the Golden Globe
thatyearinthe same catego-

[See Aimée, E2]

Jeremy O. Harris
follows his bold work
with film that aims to

By Jurius MILLER

t’s been nearly 20 years since the world was first

graced by Ghost, the theatrical Swedish metal

act with a seemingly satanist bent. A far cry

from small-town Linkdping, where frontman

and chief creator Tobias Forge first began writ-
ing and recording songs, the band now has five studio
albums, several EPs, a Grammy and enough lore to oc-
cupy an entire occult bookshelf.

Despite all these achievements, a concert film re-
mained a distant thought to Forge, whonoted that the
group was reluctant to commit.

“We’ve shied away from making one,” the 43-year-
old singer says on a video call from Stockholm, almost
relishing in his stubbornness. “Basically, as soon as we
get the question from festivals, ‘Can we film the show?’
No. ‘Can we somehow broadcast that?’ No. Forget
about it, we don’t want to do that.”

“The longer it took for us to make a film, the more I
knew that this was something that was going to be
worth sitting on,” he adds.

It wouldn’t be until Forge crossed paths with indie
film director Alex Ross Perry that a movie, “Rite Here
Rite Now” (in theaters Thursday), would come to frui-
tion. To call this turn of events unexpected would be
an understatement — the 39-year-old Perry is more

ROBERT KOLODNY
ONE OF the Swedish band’s so-called Name-
less Ghouls performs in “Rite Here Rite Now.”

recognizable for his character-driven dramas about
neurotic New Yorkers (“Listen Up Philip,” “Golden
Exits”) than for filming fist-pumping spectacles at the
Kia Forum.

But, crucially, he also happened to be an admirer.

“I'was a fan before I thought we would ever collabo-
rate,” Perry says via Zoom from New York, only occa-
sionally interrupted by his young daughter. “And I re-
main a fan of the aesthetics, the merchandise, the
story-building and the music.” [See Ghost, E2]

challenge viewers too.

By Lisa FunNG

NEW YORK — Even be-
fore “Slave Play” burst onto
Broadway in 2019, producers
and studios were already
urging Jeremy O. Harris to
adapt his play into a film or
a'TV show.

“My first thought,” the
35-year-old playwright says,
“was absolutely not.”

“Slave Play,” which Har-
ris wrote during his first year
as a graduate student at
Yale University, revolves
around three modern-day

ACTOR LaTonya Grant, in a scene from “Slave Play. Not a Movie. A Play.”

HBO

World
MusIc 18
in his
blood

Dhani Harrison’s new
project, on dad’s Dark
Horse label, reflects
their kindred spirit.

By TiMm GREIVING

Dhani Harrison can’t
help that he sounds just like
his dad. It’snot only his sing-
ing voice, or his aesthetic
voice as a songwriter. When
he enthuses about spiritual
healing, oneness with nature
and collaborating with mas-
ter musicians from ancient,
non-Western cultures, he is
the very echo of his old man.

But one immediately
senses with Harrison, whose
father was George Harrison,
that he comes by his inherit-
ance honestly. All those
years making music with his
dad, growing up around
meditation practice and In-
dian classical music and a
record label that promoted
“world music” to this side of
the world culminated in an
apple that hasn’t fallen far
from the tree — a tree whose
eclectic roots grew deep and
whose branches reached far
from home.

[See Harrison, E3]

‘Slave Play’ shocked. Will doc do same?

interracial couples partici-
patingin “antebellum sexual
performance therapy” at a
former plantation in Virgin-
ia, where discomforting
themes of racial trauma,
slavery, sexual identity and
power are explored.

Fromits earliest incarna-
tions at Yale, then off-
Broadway at the New York
Theatre Workshop and fi-
nally on Broadway, the play
managed to shock, confuse
and provoke audiences.

As the play’s reputation
exploded, Harris remained
adamant: “‘Slave Play’ is
not amovie. It’s a play.”

His close friend Chris
Moukarbel, a documentary
filmmaker and producer,
urged him to record the
play’sjourney, telling Harris,

[See ‘Slave Play,” E3]
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Their
unlikely

concert
film

[Ghost, from Ei]

He’d heard ramblings
about their “real deal” status
and made it a point to check
them out in 2017, when Ghost
opened up for Iron Maiden
at the Barclays Center.
Needless to say, he swooned.

“We love that theatrical-
ity,” Perry says of the show
and Forge’s overall pen-
chant for grand gestures.
“He’s obviously loved it his
whole life.”

In between films, Perry
began working with Ghost’s
record label Loma Vista and
eventually threw his hat into
the ring for any potential
projects. First, it was the
band’s 2022 April Fool’s Day
film “Metal Myths: Ghost Pt.
2,” then a free pop-up exhibit
at Los Angeles’ legendary
Whisky a Go Go.

By 2023 and the tailend of
Ghost’s 20-month world
tour for their most ambi-
tious album, “Impera,” the
time was finally right to cap-
ture their live experience on
film. Perry was ready. Of
course, it helped that they
had 10,000 concertgoers
packing the Kia Forum to
the brim.

“We knew once we finally
came out with a concert
movie, it’s going to be some-
thing that the fans have
waited for,” Forge says. “So
you better make it count.”

Ghost would seemto be a
director’s dream. Forge
stalks the stage in white face
paint, a dapper, demonic
menace. The musicians all
wear face-obscuring masks,
a constant throughout
Ghost’s several incarna-
tions. (They’re referred to as
Nameless Ghouls.) Forge’s
Catholic iconography-in-
spired costumes, designed
by Bea Akerlund, add a con-
troversial mystique. An em-
broidered “666” adorns the
sleeve of one of his anti-Pope
outfits. Topping even the py-
rotechnic glam-rock tradi-
tions of KISS and hairmetal,
this particular show fea-
tures dancers dressed as
skeletons and massive
stained-glass windows that
loom behind the band for the
entire set.

Sometimes Ghost’s
shtick isn’t welcome. A
crowd of protesters gath-
ered outside of a September
2023 show in The Wood-
lands, Texas, hoisting signs
that read “Defamationis not
free speech” and “I'm Catho-
lic — stop attacking my
faith.” The non-fans put
their outrage on full display.

“I think it’s sad,” Forge
says of such incidents.
“We’re not there to cause
controversy. We're there to
entertain people. The point
is not for kids to make their

GHOST and frontman Tobias Forge perform last year at the Kia Forum.

ROBERT KOLODNY

“I WANT to get people thinking and fantasizing
about things,” says Forge about the band’s style.

parents angry — that never
was.”

Forge has a reluctance to
explain too much. When
Ghost gained momentum
shortly after the release of
their 2010 debut, “Opus
Eponymous,” he found that
other bands were drowning
their fans with constant so-
cial media updates.

“I did not want to com-
municate at all,” Forge re-
calls. “I want to get people
thinking and fantasizing
about things — I don’t want
tof—tell them.”

Cominginto a gig that al-
ready had a strong visionary
in place (but one who
needed structural help),
Perry had been tasked with
“story surgery,” hammering
out Forge’s buildup of ideas
about the mythos and a
screenplay and putting
them to paper. When it came
down to the actual filming,
both parties agreed on a
practical approach. Not only
had L.A. always been a sec-
ond home to Forge, it was
also where the band had
scheduled back-to-back
shows in September. They’d
need two shows because, on
at least one of those nights,
per Forge, something would
no doubt go wrong. (It
helped that all of the on-site
filming was done by live con-

cert director Jim Parsons, a
producer for Coldplay, Gen-
esis and Ed Sheeran.)

On Perry’s end, he in-
sisted all the film’s postpro-
duction be donein hishome-
town of New York City to not
go above budget.

“If T have to do it in L.A.,
no, you can’t do anything for
the budget you have,” Perry
says. “If I have to do it in
Stockholm, no, I don’t know
anybody. If I can do this in
New York, my way will bring
this in for exactly what you
want to spend.”

This resulted in all of the
film’s “backstage” scenes be-
ing shot there as well, where
he created an entire set to
mesh seamlessly with the
Kia Forum. “It has gear
cases, about one couch and
some folding chairs,” Perry
says of the real backstage at
the Forum. “Tobias wanted
his grand baroque, red-vel-
vet-curtain, chandelier,
Phantom of the Opera-look-
ingset.”

Those scenes play a cru-
cial role in the film, adding
breaks to the nearly two
hours of performance.

In one sequence, Forge
goes through an outfit
change backstage, emerging
in a bedazzled boxing robe.
The camera follows him
through the crowd and ends

Marcus MADDOX

“I WAS a fan before I thought we would ever collabo-
rate,” says director Alex Ross Perry about Ghost.

up capturing footage later
edited to resemble a UFC or
WBA walkout. It doesn’t
play ahuge part in the grand
scheme of the film, but it
shows that Forge and Perry
were clearly having fun be-
hind the camera — more
than willing to experiment
with something goofy yet be-
fitting of Ghost’s style.
“[Forge] makes these in-
credible albums that fans
love, with these wonderful
songs that fill up arenas,”
Perry says. “Then, on the
other hand, he makes these
very slapsticky comedy
sketches, and he’s inexpli-
cably managed to combine

these two into the super-
project.”

And that’s the glue: Perry
and Forge come from en-
tirely different worlds but
manage to make a film that
both encapsulates the over-
all grandeur of Ghost and
also doesn’t take itself too
seriously. Perry credits ed-
itor Robert Kolodny, whom
he calls a wizard. “He spent
two months with me making
the most arcane Ghost doc-
umentary-mockumentary
possible,” says the director.

Ghost may not have
Beyoncé or Taylor Swift
numbers, but there’s a
strong and loyal fan base be-

RyAN CHANG

Two separate shows were filmed for “Rite Here Rite Now.”

hind them that knows how
to show up for the band. To
watch “Rite Here Rite Now,”
every other concertgoer
seems dressed head-to-toe
in nun attire. Others head-
bang behind black-and-
white face paint, mirroring
theiridol.

Will there be another col-
laboration between Ghost
and Perry? “Why not?”
Forge says. Regardless, it
will be years before we see it.

In the meantime, fans of
the director won’t have to
wait as long. He has another
music-related film in the
works. Though Perry’s rela-
tionship with Ghost spans
nearly a decade, his work
with the revered alt-rock
band Pavement goes all the
way back to 1999. The group
called upon him to direct the
music video for its viral hit
“Harness Your Hopes.”
Perry also directed its
“Slanted! Enchanted! A
Pavement Musical” in 2022.

He is now finishing a full-
fledged Pavement biopic,
“Pavements.”

“It’slargely been the bane
of my existence,” Perry
joked. “It could not be more
different than [“Rite Here
Rite Now”], but it’s two dif-
ferent sides of the same
brain waves of musical sto-
rytelling.” Perry confirms to
The Times that the edit is
picture-locked.

Ghost, meanwhile, will
inevitably rock on, shaking
stadiums and pissing off
Sunday churchgoers along
theway. As far aslive acts go,
they’re one of the best in the
business — and now they
have the movie to prove it.

“I figured I better get
things in order and tell the
story,” Forge says of the con-
cert film, which, while often
deafening, strikes notes of
community and Kkindness.
“Because people are listen-
ing, you might as well tell
them something impor-
tant.”

Aimée had brushes with Hollywood and remained legend in France

[Aimée, from E1]

The international suc-
cess of “A Man and a Wom-
an” completely mystified
Aimée at the time.

“When we went to the
Golden Globes, I remember
I saw Fred Astaire,” Aimée
told The Times in 2002.
“John Wayne came over to

talk to me. Groucho Marx.
These are people I admired
when I was a Kid and here
they are applauding me. I
don’t understand. It’s
wrong.”

Even so, she expressed
profound gratitude for her
adoring reception in the
States.

“It was unbelievable. It
was an incredible adven-
ture,” she said. “I must say I
owe a lot to American films
because I have always been
received very well here. Peo-
ple behave very well with me
in America — that’s true. I
am one of the Europeans
who loveit [in Americal].

She reunited with
Lelouch and Trintignant for
2019’s “The Best Years of a
Life” — and across that time
remained a uniquely elegant
and enigmatic presence.
She starred in Fellini's “La
Dolce Vita” (1960) as the se-
ductive socialite Maddalena
and again in the director's
“8Y2” (1963) as the estranged

wife of Marcello Mas-
troianni's filmmaker.
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Bold play. Bold
documentary

[‘Slave Play,” from Ei]
“Jeremy, it’s crazy that you
haven’t been filming any of
this. Thisis soinsane. Thisis
such a big moment for you.”

Harris demurred.

“I would only ever want
some documentary about
me or the play to come out
whenI'm dead,” Harris says,
laughing. “I was resistant to
any sort of formalizing of
what it could be.”

Yet here is “Slave Play.
Not a Movie. A Play.,” an
HBO Original documentary
directed by Harris that pre-
miered this month at the
Tribeca Festival and that
will start streaming on Max
on Thursday.

“Slave Play. Not a Movie.
A Play.,” like “Slave Play,” of-
fers a deceptively simple
premise —in this case, anin-
side peek at how a produc-
tion is put together — and
turns that on its head, chal-
lenging viewers to reflect on
their biases and precon-
ceived notions about culture
and race.

The documentary cen-
ters on aworkshop that Har-
ris convened in 2022 with
acting students from the
William Esper Studio in New
York. Over an intense two
days, he led the 23 students
playing the eight characters
in a reading and decon-
struction of “Slave Play.” But
the film is as much about
Harris and his worldview as
itis about his play.

“The initial idea is that I
wanted to go back to Yale
with the original Yale cast
and re-create our original
Yale workshop,” he says.
“But now my friends from
school are signed actors
withrealjobs.”

While the Yale cast mem-
bers are reunited in the doc-
umentary, it is not in the
way Harris originally envi-
sioned. Still, the playwright-
turned-first-time-director
wasn’t afraid to dive into un-
known territory. “It was a
weird little experiment,” he
says, “because everything I
do is a weird little experi-
ment. I don’t ever endeavor
to work in a mode that’s
not like a playground.”

Harris already had a two-
year exclusive deal with
HBO, so his documentary
seemed a natural fit for the
cable network. Moukarbel,
the film’s producer, had also
worked with HBO and
shared his friend’s passion
for experimental work.

“The idea was: How do
we do something that is ex-
perimental and also cap-
tures the challenging spirit

of the play?” Moukarbel
says. “For the viewer who
didn’t see the play, not only
do they get a little window
into the actual book of the
play, they get to hear the
lines read and performed.”
As “Slave Play” was end-
ingitslimited runin January
2020, Harris was offered a
chance to move the produc-
tion to a larger theater. At
that time, he says, he consid-
ered filming that milestone.
“Black plays are rarely on
Broadway,” he says. “Now,
the little-show-that-could is
going back into a bigger the-
ater and running even long-
er. What if we made a doc

about moving the play?”
Then COVID-19 hap-
pened. Broadway shut

down. The move was post-
poned. But Harris remained
committed to the project.

“WhatIdecidedtodowas
use it as a playground to
make the kind of documen-
tary I would want to see if I
was a theater student,” he
says. “Like if ‘Slave Play’ was
a play I had read in class,
what would be a great com-
panion for that play.”

Even if you've never
heard of Jeremy O. Harris,
you may have seen him or
his work.

The 6-foot, 5-inch former
Gucci model is also an actor
(“Emily in Paris,” “Gossip
Girl”), screenwriter (“Zola”)
and producer (“Euphoria,”
“Irma Vep”). In conversa-
tions, he is charming, playful
and witty, with an easy laugh
that belies his thoughtful
penchant for provocation.
Think of him as that inquisi-
tive, well-read dinner party
guest who ensures that your
evening is memorable.

When  “Slave Play”
opened at the Golden Thea-
tre, Harris became the
youngest Black male play-
wright ever to have a play
on Broadway, a distinction
since surpassed by “Ain’t
No Mo’ ” playwright Jordan
E. Cooper. “That’s the fun
thing about having superla-
tives,” Harris says, gra-
ciously. “You have them so
that someone else can take
them.”

His self-confidence is evi-
dent in the film, but so is his
honesty. During a brief, yet
poignant moment, Harris’
full vulnerability is on dis-
play as he reacts to “Slave
Play” receiving a then-
record 12 Tony Award nods
but leaving empty-handed.

Harris slyly acknowl-
edges the divisiveness of his
work at the top of the film
with video taken at a 2019

Images from HBO

PLAYWRIGHT Jeremy O. Harris is captured on camera in a scene from “Slave Play. Not a Movie. A Play.”

HARRIS, leaning against wall, is surrounded by act-
ing students in scene from doc, streaming on Max.

post-show talk-back. In it,
an angry white woman in the
audience screams, “I don’t
want to hear that white peo-
plearethef—plague...and a
whole bunch of stuff about
how white people don’t get
how racist they are.”

From the stage, Harris
responds, “This play is
about eight specific people,
and if you don’t see yourself
up here, that’s great.
These are eight specific peo-
plethat arein aplay, whichis
a metaphor for our country.
And a metaphor doesn’t
have to represent every sin-
gle personinit.”

That was hardly the first
time the play had triggered
an angry response. During
the off-Broadway run, an on-
line campaign called for the
production to be shut down
based on its “graphic im-
agery mixed with laughter
from a predominantly white
audience.”

There were even threats
of violence, forcing the thea-
ter to amp up security.

“Slave Play” fast became
the talk of the city. It con-
tinued to make headlines
when Rihanna, whose song
“Work” is featured in the
play, attended a preview and
angered some Broadway

purists by texting during the
show. It turned out that she
was texting the playwright,
who fiercely defended her.

“One thing I said then
that I still stand by is that
theater has to contend with
the fact that phones are a
fact, and policing people
around the use of their
phones in the theater is an
impossibility,” Harris says.

“We have integrated
these objects into our life
as though they are new ap-
pendages, and to not recog-
nize how much they rewired
the ways in which we inter-
act with space, the way we
interact with art, is another
barrier we have to break
down in order to build new
audiences.”

Harris remains commit-
ted to changing theater
norms to attract diverse and
younger audiences. To that
end, he and his producers
set aside 10,000 $39 tickets
during the Broadway run of
“Slave Play.”

“I didn't see my first
Broadway show until I was
well into my 20s, because I
could not afford it,” he says.
“I'm trying to break down
as many barriers of entry
as possible to the young
kid who wants to engage

with theater on a bigger lev-
el, and to also make thea-
ter something sexy and cool
and different.”

One beneficiary of the
discounted tickets was ac-
tor Amani Owusu, 28, who
would later participate in
the workshop, playing Ka-
neisha, a sexually frustrated
Black woman who finds re-
lease in portraying a sub-
missive slave to her white
partner’s whip-carrying
“Massa Jim” in the play’s
jaw-dropping first act.

“Everyone was talking
about ‘Slave Play,’” but no
one would give any sort of
synopsis — everyone was
just, ‘Go see it,” ” Owusu re-
calls. “We were so shocked
by the first half. We were
like, ‘Should we stay?
Should we go?’ ”

Things that didn’t make
sense when she saw the play
came into focus during the
workshop after hearing
Harris’ motivations behind
the writing.

“It felt like two separate,
intense experiences,” she
says. “Seeing the play and
being like, ‘Wow, this is the
craziest thing I've ever seen,’
then revisiting it and things
really clicking.”

LaTonya Grant, 45, who
also played Kaneisha in the
workshop, says she avoided
“Slave Play” on Broadway.
“Hearing about slavery and
race relations and all the
pain that comes up around
that topic, I had zero inter-
estin seeingit,” she says.

And when she was
tapped for the workshop,
she initially didn’t want any
part of it. “But after I read
the play, I said, ‘Oh, shoot,
this is not what I thought at
all. Count me in,’ ” she says.
“I had to become comfort-
able with sitting in the dis-
comfort.”

To this day, Harris re-
mains surprised at the suc-
cess of “Slave Play” but also
encouraged by the impact it
has had on theater.

“I fully did not think
there was anything bigger
forthis play outside of sort of
niche notability,” he says. “In
the wake of ‘Slave Play’ do-
ing so well, there was a big
push and a sort of resur-
gence of doing work by queer
people, work by people of
color, women. People were
starting to see that there
was a possibility of the cele-
bration of diverse works on
commercial stages.”

Starting in 2025, Harris
will serve as the inaugural
creative director of the Wil-
liamstown Theatre Festi-
val’s Creative Collective,
and he is juggling other proj-
ects, including a new pro-
duction company.

In the meantime, Harris
returns to London this week
to work on “Slave Play,”
starring Kit Harrington
(“Game of Thrones”) and
Olivia Washington, daugh-
ter of Denzel and Pauletta
Washington. Performances,
which begin June 29, will in-
clude two “Black Out”
nights similar to the Broad-
way performances for Black-
identifying audiences.

“To have an all-Black au-
dience presented with the
possibility that maybe we
could have a space where a
Black play could come to
Broadway and be as full
with Black people as a Tyler
Perry play was phenome-
nal,” he says. “We all have to
make our voices heard.
That’s one reason why I
started producing — I com-
plain about it, could fight it,
or I could become a change
maker and start doing the
work to make the things I
want to see happen.”

Dhani Harrison explores eclectic music. Just like Dad

[Harrison from Ei]

Harrison’s latest project
is “Dreamers in the Field,” a
collaboration with the Tu-
van throat singing ensemble
Huun-Huur-Tu. The album
was just released on Dark
Horse Records, the label
George Harrison created in
1974 and which Dhani re-
vived in 2020. In a poetic
echo, this year marks the
50th anniversary of the label,
ofthe album “Shankar Fam-
ily & Friends” and of the ac-
companying Dark Horse
Tourthat the elder Harrison
took with Ravi Shankar and
an Indian orchestra.

“My father obviously did
a lot with world musie,” says
Dhani Harrison, 45, via
Zoom from his home in Eng-
land. The younger Harrison
has released several albums
as asolo artist and with vari-
ous bands, but this was his
first time on Dark Horse —
and “it felt right that this
world music went to its
home there.”

Harrison has an omnivo-
rous musical diet; only
someone who has already
listened to a lot of throat
singing music would get
served Huun-Huur-Tu by an
algorithm. But that’s what
happened shortly after Har-
rison finished a tour in 2019
when he stumbled on a per-
formance by the group, who
also perform using tradi-
tional Tuvan instruments.
Instantly fascinated, he
looked them up online and
found several videos of live
performances.

“Iliterally watched them
every night,” he says, “and I
got obsessed with it. The
music was just so healing,
and it felt like exactly what
my body needed. It felt really
beneficial to just listen to
these masters singing, and
then it started to inspire me
to try and learn how to do
their certain types of throat
singing.”

He emailed Carmen

Rizzo, a producer who has
worked with everyone from
Michael Jackson and Seal to
Ryuichi Sakamoto, and who
made several albums with
Huun-Huur-Tu. Harrison
put it out there that he
would love to help on any of
their future projects, and
Rizzo said: “Well, actually,
I've got nearly a whole
record of stuff that I record-
ed with them for the last al-
bum but we never used.”

Rizzo flew over from
Prague to play the record-
ings for Harrison — some
were traditional songs he
was already familiar with
and others were new to him,
including one (“Mazhalyk”)
with a stately string arrange-
ment. Harrison was inspired
to add piano, synths, drums
and guitar parts as well as
backingvocals, and to create
a few new songs. Rizzo took
that material to Huun-
Huur-Tu in Slovakia, where
theyrecordedvocals on Har-
rison’s tracks in a hotelroom
after a concert.

It was all done remotely,
and Harrison only ever com-
municated with the group
by FaceTime — but then
again “it’s a traveling
record,” he says. “That’s the
nature of their music: it’s
caravan riders, and it’s the
Ulatay River. It’s all trav-
eling music. So it’s natural
that it went so far before it
got finished.”

The final record is like a
soundtrack to an invisible
movie — Harrison has, in
fact, scored several films —
with modern pulses and
grooves flowing with these
Tuvan vocals that sound
both intrinsically human
and primal and at the same
time from another world.

“This style of singing
comes from a time before
language,” says Harrison.
“They’re re-creating the
sound of a bird, or the sound
of a horse, or the sound of a
stream, or the sound of wind
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THE TUVAN throat singing ensemble Huun-Huur-
Tu collaborated with Dhani Harrison on his project.

in the mountains. So it’s got
the nature force vibes all the
way throughit.”

Harrison learned many
new things about the human
body — like the fact that we
have sympathetic vocal
chords, and about the hid-
den capacities of both the
head and chest cavities, and
how the constructive fre-
quency “amplifies these
whistle sounds and sud-
denly you can be singing
three notes at the same time
inside one body.”

When he plays this music
for his friends, “they love it,”
he says, “but then they feel
immensely overwhelmed,
and either cry, orlaugh —it’s
something that has to come
out. It feels like it’s shaking
you on the insides, and it’s
going in all the corners and
getting all of the dust that’s
been building up and sweep-
ingit toward the door.”

A lot of stuff has been
building up for Harrison,
who recently moved back to
England after nearly 20
years in Los Angeles. He jok-
ingly referred to it as a proc-

ess of “rewilding” into the
English countryside.

He was on his way to
Japan in early 2020, shortly
after his initial call with
Rizzo, and was planning to
spend 10 days in Australia
when the COVID-19 pan-
demic shut the world down.
Soon, 10 days turned into
four months.

“It was paradise,” he
says. “I got locked down in
the nicest place. And it
wasn’t, like, Melbourne — I
was out in the countryside.
SoIwasverylucky.”

That’s when he started
writing abatch of original in-
strumental songs that be-
came his newest solo album,
“Innerstanding,” which
came out quietly last Octo-
ber. He eventually made it
back to England that sum-
mer, “and then it was just
lockdown after lockdown af-
terlockdown.”

Harrison channeled his
frustrations at being “de-
tained” into what he consid-
ers “a tough record. It’s a
hard record, and it’s defi-
nitely standing its ground in

Photographs from Dhani Harrison

DHANI HARRISON approached Carmen Rizzo to
produce his latest album, “Dreamers in the Field.”

terms of what it believes in.”

He did not elaborate, but
the somewhat riddling lyrics
— which he added last —
suggest an aggravation
toward governments that
impose a “new religion,”
splitting society into tribes
and inflaming the conflict.

In Kkeeping with Har-
rison’s breakout solo album
(“In///Parallel” from 2017),
this new record throbs with
electronic beats and grungy
electric guitar — much of
which was performed by
Graham Coxon of the band
Blur — but with cinematic
arrangements and influ-
ences of Indian musical
grammar providing a kind of
mantric spell under Har-
rison’s still-youthful tenor
and lilting falsetto.

It’san aggressive unity al-
bum, “written from the end
of the before to the after
times when the whole world
changed,” he says, “and it’s
been very different ever
since.” But the message, he
adds, is simply: “Mylight, my
love in everything.”

A few weeks ago, Harri-

son turned up at the end of
Eric Clapton’s set at the
Royal Albert Hall — the first
time he was on that stage
since November 2002 to par-
ticipate in “Concert for
George,” the all-star memo-
rial concert for his father,
who had died a year earlier.
He joined Clapton on the
classic George Harrison
song “Give Me Love,” and it
was “really moving,” he says,
“tobeback up there.”

He’s already planning an-
other world music sound-
scape album with Rizzo, this
time with the Bulgarian
Women’s Choir of Sophia.
He wants to get out and per-
form “Innerstanding” on
stage and is currently finish-
ing the mix of a live concert
film in Dolby Atmos. High-
tech and ancient culture
tend to mingle in the Dhani
Harrison workshop — heal-
ing and aggression.

But, he says — sounding
a lot like his father — “we
have to aggressively love
each other. We have to make
a point of actively trying to
unite.”
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Solutions to Wednesday's pugzles

Curnplete the grid so each row, colurmn and 3-by-3 or 2-by-3 box contalns every digit from 1 1o 8
{or 1 to & for the smaller grid). For strategies on how to solve Budoku, visit wine.sudoku.org.uk.

KENKEN

Every box will contain a number; numbers depend on the size of the grid. For a 6x6
puzzle, use Nos. 1-6. Do not repeat a number in any row or column. The numbers in each
heavily outlined set of squares must combine to produce the target number found in the
top left corner of the cage using the mathematical operation indicated. A number can be
repeated within a cage as long as it is not in the same row or column.
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HOROSCOPE

By HOoLIDAY MATHIS

Aries (March 21-April 19):
One of the lessons of social
media is that loving yourself
is different from loving how
others love you. Self-sup-
port means paying attention
to your own enjoyment.

Taurus (April 20-May
20): Think of your entire sit-
uation and take on responsi-
bilities that fit comfortably
into the rest of the schedule.

Gemini (May 21-June 21):
You could say more, and say-
inglesswilldoit foryou —es-
pecially when you deploy
your superstar smile.

Cancer (June 22-July 22):
Today the plan will swerve in
and out of effectiveness, so
you’ll have both an adven-
ture and aresult.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22):
The fisher finds peace in a
well-cast line. So does the
salesperson, the seducer
and the entertainer. You will
find yourself in this club to-
day.

S2024 KenKen Puzzle, LLG wivsy.kankan.com

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
When you want to be, you’re
arock star onthe job,inare-
lationship or working a
room. Youll be strategic
with your shine and your
cloak of invisibility.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23):
When an advertiser can
press on your pain point,
they might win a sale. But
what about creating points
of pain? Look out for those
who profit from seeding self-
doubt in others.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov.21):
The scene from your past
seems perfectly intact in
your mind. But memories
are more malleable, which is
something to consider mak-
ing decisions going forward.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21): When deals get
complicated, it’s a sign that
something on the founda-
tionallevel is off.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan.
19): Love is inextricably con-
nected to vulnerability. The
one who doesn’t risk any-
thing of value is not invested

enough to properly call it
love.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb.
18): Let people help you.
They may not give you ex-
actly what you need, but it
will still turn out to be useful.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March
20): You won’t have to say
what you want to get be-
cause your entire being is
sending the word out and
the universe has heard you.

Today’s birthday (June
20): Tenacity is the buzz-
word as you build a lasting
legacy brick by brick, mo-
ment by moment. More
highlights: Renovations and
beauty. You’ll be surrounded
by people who remind you
how lovable you are. You’ll
change up your financial
strategy to excellent effect.
Scorpio and Taurus adore
you. Your lucky numbers: 6,
15,28, 14 and 36.

Mathis writes her column
for Creators Syndicate Inc.
The horoscope should be
read for entertainment.

CROSSWORD

Edited By Patti Varol
By Joseph Marquez

ACROSS
1 “Such a pity!”
5 Caramel custard
9 Championship game
14 Quick meal
15 Country great McEntire
16 “Feliz afno nuevo”
month
17 Ballpark figures
19 Adulated ones
20 Climactic beginning?
21 Challenge for 64-Down
students
23 Garden vessel
24 Chromebook maker
26 Reclusive one
28 Mythological event
depicted in a 2017
“Thor” film
32 Share on social media
35 “Xanadu” rock gp.
36 Saintly ring
37 Baghdad currency
38 Heaps and heaps
40 Gross figures
43 -switching
44 Gold-loving king
46 Courtroom entry
48 Home of the world’s
tallest building, briefly
49 Blind dates, e.g.
51 Enhances
53 Different
55 California wine region
56 _ choy
58 Like some change
60 JD-to-be’s hurdle
63 Dogpatch name
65 Headwear featured four
times in this puzzle
68 Baggy
69 Like one of Picasso’s
periods
70 Trickster of Asgard
71 Cries like a Kitten
72 Barely noticeable
73 All those in favor

DOWN

1 Civil War POTUS

2 “Abbott Elementary”
actress __ Ann Walter

3 Memo abbr.

4 Staple of some plant-
based diets

5 Title for a monk

6 “Time to go!”

7 One of Eve’s sons

8 Sounding congested

© 2024 Tribune Content Agency
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9 Pretended

10 Third-party abbr.

11 Self-identifier such as
“ze” or “hir”

12 “My Soft Machine”
singer Parks

13 Played scissors against
rock, say

18 Book between Jonah
and Nahum

22 Neither partner

25 Notable times

27 Awesome

28 Paper orders

29 Classic TV’s “Kate & _”

30 “Thanks for the info”

31 Turtlelike Mario Bros.
foe

33 Nobelist Anwar

34 Forest denizens

39 Not slack

41 Hairstyle with a uniform
length

42 Streets of Rage game
company

45 Baseballs and
basketballs, but not
rugby balls

47 Substantial

50 Health class topic

52 Nabe south of Pasadena

54 Bar mitzvah figure

56 Application to chapped
lips

57 Clarinet kin

59 Fringe group

61 Nautical call

62 Swipe

64 Subj. for some
citizenship applicants

66 _ lime pie

67 Poetic contraction
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BRIDGE

BY FRANK STEWART

Richard Oshlag is the
ACBL’slongest-tenured em-
ployee; he has served since
1969. The League recognized
Oshlag by naming a major
event at its Summer Cham-
pionships in his honor.

In the IMP Pairs at the
Spring NABC, Oshlag found
a classic falsecard as today’s
East, inducing declarer to
lose a slam. Against North-
South’s reasonable six
hearts, West started with a
tricky jack of clubs. Declarer
took the ace and led a trump
to dummy’s ace.

If Oshlag plays low, de-
clarer will cash the king next
in case East started with J-9-
6-5. He will be in sight of
making the contract. But
Oshlag followed with the
nine, giving declarer a losing

option. Sure enough, de-
clarer led a trump to his
queen next, and Oshlag’s
play had created a trump
trick for the defense.

Declarer proceeded to
guess the spade position,
but next he tried a diamond
finesse with his queen, hop-
ingto get rid of dummy’s last
club. West won, and the de-
fense got a club and a trump
for down two.

Youhold:a A10 v Q1082
¢ AQJ % A1094. Both vul-
nerable. Dealer, at your
right, opens two spades. You
double; partner bids three
hearts. What do you say?

Answer: Your double sug-
gested a hand worth at least
17 points with help for unbid
suits. Partner was obliged to
respond; he’ll have at most
eight points, maybenone. To
bid four hearts is a gamble.
(Insome partnerships, part-

ner’s three hearts shows
some strength.)

South dealer
Neither side vulnerable
NORTH
A KJ9832
vAKT73
2
%65
WEST EAST
aQ76 a54
vi vJ965
¢ K96543 ¢ 1087
*QJ7 » K832
SOUTH
aA10
vQ1082
¢ AQJ
«A1094
SOUTH  WEST NORTH  EAST
INT Pass 2& Pass
2v Pass 4e Pass
ANT Pass 5v Pass
5NT Pass 6w All Pass

Opening lead — & J

Tribune Content Agency

ASK AMY

Trying to forgive a snub

Dear Amy: I'm having a
hard time letting go of being
snubbed by a close friend of
many years.

My friendship with “Shel-
ley” included our spouses
and children. We’ve cele-
brated, laughed, shared
meals, vacations and wor-
ries, and mourned together.

Recently Ilearned from a
mutual friend that we both
were excluded from two ma-
jor celebrations hosted by
her family. (Other members
of my extended family and
friend group were invited.)

Shelley recently saw me
at a different social event,
ran up to me and said: “Can
you forgive me?” without
naming the offense I was to
forgive her for.

Isaid, “Yes,” but I'm hurt.

She didn’t acknowledge
my comment, except to say
that she’s had a lot on her
mind. Then she drifted off.

It was a bizarre interac-
tionand the apology felt glib.

Ever since then she’s at-
tempted to interact with me
at social events, but I've
been keeping my distance.

I don’t know if I should
just move on and simply re-
alize that we are not as close
asIthought, ortrytodiscuss
it with her.

I appreciate it when you
tell people to just get over
themselves.

Should Ijust get over my-

self and stop acting like a
middle schooler?
SNUBBED IN SEATTLE

Dear Snubbed: You are
not acting like a middle
schooler. You are feeling like
amiddle schooler.

I'll explain it this way:
When adults fall in love (no
matterourage), wefeellikea
high schooler.

When we are snubbed or
excluded, we feel like a mid-
dle schooler.

Shelley chose a crowded
social event to pounce upon
you and ask if you could for-
give her. Thisisa genius mid-
dle-school move because it
prevents you from reacting
in front of a crowd.

But Shelley forgot some-
thing. She forgot to apolo-
gize.

Isn’t an apology sup-
posed to precede a bid for
forgiveness?

At this point, you should
choose to react like an adult,
and say to her a version of:
“What’s going on with you? I
am completely in the dark
about why you have been ex-
cluding me. You’'ve asked me
to forgive you, but I don’t
know what I'm supposed to
forgive you for because you
haven’t explained or apolo-
gized. I'd really like to clear
the air.”

Once you’ve owned your
completely legitimate feel-

ings and used your words to
describe your perspective, it
will be much easier to let go
and move on.

Dear Amy: I have been go-
ing to the same car me-
chanic since I moved to a
new city, four years ago.

Iknowhe’sadad because
he has a son, but he has ne-
ver worn a wedding ring.

The last time I brought
my car in, he offered to take
it for a spin with me in the
car, but I declined.

I’'ve had a crush on this
man since I first met him.
Should I say so, or is this
something I can’t pursue?

WANTING IN OREGON

Dear Wanting: I had a
crush on the hunky guy who
came to renovate my house
— and I finally summoned
the courage to tell him.

We’ve been married, very
happily, for 16 years.

The risk here is that this
man might not be available
or return your feelings,
which might necessitate you
changing mechanics.

Dear Readers: June 30 will
be my final column. R. Eric
Thomas is starting a new
column in this space, “Ask-
ing Eric.” You can help him
get started by sending your
questions to eric@asking
eric.com.

FAMILY CIRCUS By Bil Keane
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“They're not dandeTIGERS,
Jeffy. They're dandeLIONS.
Dandetigers have stripes.”

DENNIS THE MENACE By Hank Ketcham
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FREE RANGE By Bill Whitehead

MARMADUKE By Brad & Paul Anderson
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“... and stop trying to guilt me when
_ you’'re the one who’s been bad.”

BLISS By Harry Bliss
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SPEED BUMP By Dave Coverly

OH.YOU DOM'T N2eD 10 FIGHT
THGN\- YOU JUST Neen 10 COMVINCE
The IITCUFORK PeopLe TReY THe

TORCH PROVLE WANT T0 Thre




E6 THURSDAY, JUNE 20, 2024 LOS ANGELES TIMES

acres of ecosystems
restored by 2030

We invest in nature to protect and restore biodiversity.

In 2020, L'Oréal Groupe launched the L'Oréal Fund for Nature Regeneration. This €50 million
impact fund was created to support innovative projects that help restore damaged ecosystems
such as forests, mangroves, marine areas and degraded lands.

I_’O R EAI_ ‘ CREATE THE BEAUTY

GROUPE THAT MOVES THE WORLD
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Advanced Cancer

Care with a

Compassionate

Touch

MemorialCare Cancer Institute

offers state-of-the-art care closer to home

Gynecologic cancers pose significant
challenges due to their complex nature.

While treatment options have included
chemotherapy, radiation therapy, and
extensive surgeries, recent advancements
have revolutionized the landscape of
gynecologic cancer care.

MemorialCare Cancer Institute offers
patients leading clinical programs focusing on
targeted interventions and outcomes, including
genetic counseling, minimally invasive and
robotic-assisted surgery, fertility-sparing
surgery, brachytherapy, and more. However,
the emotional and mental health of the cancer
journey is not overlooked, with support
groups, social workers, and nurse navigators
who guide their patients and their significant
others throughout their journey.

Situated within three acute care
community hospitals located in Fountain
Valley, Laguna Hills, and Long Beach,
MemorialCare Cancer Institute brings
advanced treatments, research, and skilled
cancer specialists that can care for later-stage
cancers close to home.

Historically, complex and later-stage
cancer treatment plans were primarily cared
for in academic settings — at MemorialCare
Cancer Institute, patients have access to the
latest treatment protocols through the

Advertorial Supplemeng

Tempus Integrated Molecular Evaluation Trial™.
Each patient case is reviewed by a tumor
board that has at least 15 different types of
cancer specialists with extensive knowledge
and clinical management of later-stage
gynecologic cancers and other care providers
that plan each patient’s unique care plan.

“When creating a treatment plan, we
analyze every bit of data we have on the
patient — their family history, previous or
current chronic condition, current health
numbers, even the patient’'s home life goes
into determining their care plan,” says Kiran
Clair, M.D., medical director, gynecologic
oncologist, MemorialCare Todd Cancer
Institute at Long Beach Medical Center. "We
explore every option, including participation in
clinical studies. Being part of an institute with
more than 100 clinical studies for cancer gives
our patients the most advanced treatments
available closer to home.”

Along with clinical studies, MemorialCare’s
Gynecologic Oncology Program provides
access to a comprehensive range of
treatments. The advanced surgical treatments
offered include cytoreductive surgery for
advanced or recurrent ovarian, fallopian
tube, and primary peritoneal cancers. For
early-stage cervical and endometrial cancer
cases, fertility-sparing surgery is also provided.

The program is supported by advanced
technology, delivering the most precise
and comfortable care possible for patients
needing surgery. The program utilizes advanced
technology like the da Vinci Xi® Surgical System,
which enables smaller abdominal incisions.

“The da Vinci Xi® acts as an extension of
my hands with highly detailed 3D images of
the patient’s anatomy and surgical field, which
greatly enhances my ability to perform complex
surgeries,” says Priyal Dholakiya, M.D., medical
director, gynecologic oncologist, MemorialCare
Cancer Institute at Orange Coast Medical
Center and Saddleback Medical Center. “Being
able to move and perform procedures on
patients precisely and through small incisions
allows for less post-operative pain, quicker
recovery, and shorter hospital stays.”

The entire care team understands that
they are treating women facing a diagnosis
at different stages of life. Regardless of age
or life stage, MemorialCare’s long-standing
commitment to comprehensive and
compassionate care is proven in every
case and for every patient. To learn more,
call (877) 213-6783 or visit
memorialcare.org/cancercare.

Scan here to find out more.
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Empowering
women to

speak up for
their health.

Expert Advice from:
Michael L. Krychman, M.D.,
medical director of
Women's Health Services
at MemorialCare
Saddleback Medical Center

Women do not need to be embarrassed about
their health concerns and they should not
accept 'no’ as an answer.

“We need to empower women to want to
take control of their own sexual, physical and
emotional health,” says Michael L. Krychman,
M.D., medical director of Women's Health
Services at MemorialCare Saddleback
Medical Center.

“We also can’t underestimate the integration
of psychology and biology and the very real

effects of stress on the body,” says Dr. Krychman.

“That's why at Saddleback Medical Center,
we offer comprehensive women'’s health
services and a women's health services
navigator to help guide our patients through
their care at every stage of life.”

For women entering menopause, the shift
in hormones during this time can bring on
troubling symptoms affecting health,
relationships and daily life.

“There is a constellation of menopause
symptoms, including hot flashes, vaginal
dryness, painful sexual intercourse, sleep
deprivation, brain fog and fatigue,” says
Dr. Krychman.

“The symptoms women may experience is
varied and individualized. Some will have one
or two, whereas others may experience all

of the symptoms.”

Menopausal women may not be aware that
there is a variety of treatments available and
their doctors may not know about them,
either. Dr. Krychman feels medical schools
could offer more educational training on
menopause and sexual health.

“Doctors need to be menopausal detectives,”
says Dr. Krychman. “Ask questions about the
symptoms and the day-to-day effect on their
lives. Listen closely. Validate their concerns.”

Physicians should think about possible
connections. If the complaint is fatigue, for
example, it could stem from sleep disruption
caused by hot flashes.

Treatments include hormone therapy,
medications and even simple interventions.
For example, painful intercourse caused by
vaginal dryness can be remedied with the
use of vaginal lubricant, “which can make
an astronomical difference in a woman'’s
relationship,” he says.

Meditation, deep breathing, regular exer-
cise and nutritional supplements can also
help with symptoms. For complex cases the
Women's Health Services offers expertise on
sexual health for higher-level treatment and
counseling at Saddleback Medical Center.

Women'’s sexual health after menopause
has been long overlooked and ignored, so
options to relieve symptoms have been few.

In contrast, there are over 25 medications
for male sexual health.

There is encouraging news. President

Joe Biden announced intentions to fund
more research into women'’s health issues,
including menopause. Last month,
Oscar-winning actor Halle Berry joined a
group of senators on the steps of the

U.S. Capitol announcing new legislation
that would promote menopause research,
training and education. The average age of
natural menopause is between 51 and 52;
Berry is 57.

“It is not only the women in naturally
occurring menopause who would benefit
from more therapeutic intervention.
Younger women diagnosed with certain
types of cancer often are prescribed
medications that may induce premature
menopause,” says Dr. Krychman.

“Beginning treatments early could optimize
a woman's quality of life during and after
menopause,” says Dr. Krychman.

“No woman should suffer in silence,” said
Dr. Krychman. “l encourage every woman
who has questions or concerns about their
health, to talk to their health care provider.
Together, we can create an individualized
and personalized treatment plan to best
address their health issues.”

To learn more about the comprehensive
women's care offered at Saddleback
Medical Center, visit
memorialcare.org/sbwomenshealth.



She never stopped fighting.
Neither did we.

At MemorialCare, our highly skilled doctors, specialists, technicians, and nurses are assisting patients, day in and
day out, to overcome the second-leading cause of death in the world: cancer. And they're doing it with innovative
therapies and advanced technologies. Frankly, our mission wouldn't be complete if we didn't do everything in our
power to help our patients share their inspiring stories with the people they love for years to come.

Caring is our calling.

Find a specialist. .
(855) 440-9877 MemorialCare.

memorialcare.org/Cancer Cancer Institute
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MemorialCare Cancer Institute
Locations

|

MemorialCare Todd Cancer Institute = MemorialCare Cancer Institute MemorialCare Cancer Institute

at Long Beach Medical Center at Orange Coast Medical Center at Saddleback Medical Center

2810 Long Beach Blvd. 18111 Brookhurst St. 24302 Paseo de Valencia

Long Beach, CA 90806 Fountain Valley, CA 92708 Laguna Hills, CA 92653
MemorialCare.

memorialcare.org/cancer Cancer Institute



