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Forget replacing President Biden or 
Vice President Kamala Harris on the 
ballot.

The Democratic National Committee 
could formally nominate both candidates 
in a virtual vote ahead of the Aug. 19-22 
convention in Chicago, which would 
lock in the ticket amid intraparty panic.

The chatter about replacing Mr. 
Biden has grown with sinking poll 

numbers that show him losing every 
battleground state, combined with near-
daily instances of the 81-year-old presi-
dent appearing mentally confused and 
physically feeble.

Some are suggesting that Democrats 
strengthen the ticket by booting Ms. Har-
ris and replacing her with former Secre-
tary of State Hillary Clinton. The party’s 
2016 presidential nominee remains far 
more popular among Democrats than 
the vice president.

“Inarguably, a signifi cant obstacle 

to a Biden win is Kamala Harris, whose 
low popularity has not been improved 
by her lackluster performance as vice 
president,” Washington Post columnist 
Kathleen Parker wrote.

The DNC is planning a nominating 
process that will ensure that any chance 
of a Biden or Harris switcheroo will be 
all but impossible by the time delegates 
arrive in Chicago.

Early this month, the DNC advanced 

CAMPAIGN 2024

Amid talk to ditch Biden, DNC 
forges ahead to seal nominations
Early virtual vote to fend off dramatic switch at convention
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Mae Green (left ) of the District helped Kim Boddie of Bowie, Maryland, look for the name of a friend’s relative inscribed on the 
African American Civil War Memorial on Wednesday during Juneteenth, a sacred holiday in many Black communities.

BRUSHING UP ON HISTORY
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LONELY AT THE TOP: President Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris have 
lost the confi dence of many Democrats. Chatter has been rising about Mr. Biden’s 
electability and replacing Ms. Harris with Hillary Clinton on the presidential ticket.

BY VALERIE RICHARDSON

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

HIGHLANDS RANCH, COLO. | Rep. Lau-
ren Boebert’s lead-up to her reelection 
campaign was nothing short of disas-
trous, yet the pistol-packing, theater-
vaping, district-hopping Republican is 
still the candidate to beat.

A poll released this month by Florida-
based Kaplan Strategies shows that 40% 
of voters surveyed 
plan to support 
Ms. Boebert in the 
primary election 
Tuesday to rep-
resent Colorado’s 
4th Congressional 
District. None of 
her fi ve Republican 
rivals drew more 
than 5%.

Dick Wadhams, 
a former Colorado Republican Party 
chairman and Republican political con-
sultant, said the congresswoman’s actual 
support may be slightly below 40%, but 
she is still the clear front-runner.

“I don’t know if it’s 40, but I do believe 
she’s at least in the 30s, and in that large 
fi eld — there are six candidates total 
— it really does work to her favor with 
her name-ID advantage,” Mr. Wadhams 
said. “And she’s got a pretty big fi nancial 
advantage, too. I think those two things 
really benefi t her.”

Given that the district is the most 
conservative in the state, the winner of 
the Republican primary becomes the 
instant favorite for the general election 

COLORADO

Boebert has 
big primary 
lead in her 
new district
Republican voters 
dismiss scandals

BY ALEX SWOYER

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Calls for federal judges to recuse 
themselves from high-profi le lawsuits 
have increased from the left and the 
right, and legal experts point to politics 
as the catalyst.

With Republican accusations of bias 
in former President Donald Trump’s tri-
als and Democratic allegations of ethics 
violations by Supreme Court justices, 
the judicial system has become rife with 
calls for recusal, court watchers say.

“The courts, in many ways, have 
become a battleground for politics that 
produces the kind of ‘anything goes’ 
sort of argument,” said Elliot Mincberg, 
senior fellow at the liberal People For 
the American Way.

“If you just listen to the public debate, 
there is a lot more discussion of this 
judge or that judge should recuse,” said 
Curt Levey, president of the conservative 
Committee for Justice.

Pro-Trump conservatives and Re-
publicans have called for the recusal 
of New York Supreme Court Judge 
Juan Merchan from Mr. Trump’s hush 
money trial and of U.S. District Judge 
Tanya Chutkan from his federal election 
interference case.

Mr. Trump’s attorneys twice tried 
to persuade Judge Merchan to recuse 
himself before the trial in Manhattan. 
They argued that his daughter works 
for a Democratic-aligned marketing fi rm 
that profi ts from targeting and criticizing 
the former president.

His attorneys said the daughter’s fi rm 

JUDICIARY

Judges bear 
recusal calls 
with politics 
in courts
Pressure comes 
from right, left

BY MIKE GLENN

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

It hardly seems a fair fi ght: a ragtag 
rebel movement in one of the world’s 
poorest countries, already locked in a 
draining civil war, taking on the world’s 
strongest military power and its allies 
that are determined to protect a water-
way critical to global commerce.

Months into the clash, however, Ye-
men’s Houthis show no signs of going 
away.

The Iran-backed movement has 
launched almost 200 attacks against 

military and commercial ships passing 
through the Red Sea since November. 
The U.S. and Britain have responded 
with multiple retaliatory airstrikes deep 
into Yemen and have spent more than 
six months downing swarms of Houthi 
drones and rockets heading toward 
merchant vessels.

Despite the massive U.S. and inter-
national naval coalition arrayed against 
them, the Houthis, formally known as 
Ansar Allah, are continuing their bar-
rage and creating a vast disruption in 
international shipping patterns. The U.S. 
and its allies have launched some 450 

strikes against Houthi positions along 
the Yemeni coastline, including some of 
the most intensive sorties in the past few 
weeks. Some compare the campaign to 
the arcade game Whac-A-Mole.

“The Houthis have suff ered some 
losses, but they retain the ability to ob-
struct maritime shipping in the Red Sea,” 
Thomas Juneau, an associate professor 
who focuses on the Middle East at the 
University of Ottawa Graduate School of 
Public and International Aff airs, recently 
told the website Responsible Statecraft. 

SECURITY

Houthis prove resilience in Red Sea 
battle against world’s strongest military

BY VALERIE RICHARDSON

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Disney CEO Bob Iger apparently 
wasn’t referring to the “Star Wars” fran-
chise when he said he wanted to focus 
on entertainment instead of messaging.

“Star Wars: The Acolyte,” the eight-
part series streaming on Disney+, is 
being pilloried as a “new low” for Disney, 
“a queer Marxist vandalization of the 
myth of Star Wars” and an “embarrass-
ment to the entire franchise.”

Even its defenders acknowledge its 
woke tilt. Drew Taylor, fi lm critic for 
TheWrap, called it “arguably the gayest 
‘Star Wars’ yet by a considerable margin. 

It’s pretty gay. Let’s be honest.”
At the center of the drama is Episode 

3, which aired last week. The segment 
featured what the LGBTQ publication 
Them described as a “coven of lesbian 
space witches” who appear to use the 
Force to conceive the twins Mae and 
Osha without any male involvement.

The episode also turns the whole 
good-versus-evil foundation of “Star 

Wars” on its head with lines such as: 
“This isn’t about good or bad. This is 
about power and who has the right to 
use it.”

“The Acolyte” intensifi ed the battle 
between hard-core “Star Wars” fans 
who accused Disney of destroying the 
canon to score diversity points and 
feminists who cheered the series as a 
much-needed rejuvenation of a mori-
bund franchise.

So far, the “Star Wars” fandom is car-
rying the day. The series registered an 
84% critics’ rating but an abysmal 14% 
audience score on Rotten Tomatoes 

ENTERTAINMENT

‘STAR WARS’ FANS SURRENDER
‘Lesbian space 
witches’ break 

franchise loyalty
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FAR, FAR AWAY: “Th e Acolyte,” a series airing on Disney+, has registered a 14% 
audience score on Rotten Tomatoes based on more than 10,000 reviews, even 
lower than the 21% notched by the 1978 “Star Wars” TV holiday special.
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LOVING THAT CONSPIRACY
The nation appears to be quite taken with whis-

pered tales, political possibilities and provocative 
legends. Yes, there is a poll about this, and here it 
is.

“With political fervor in the United States 
reaching unprecedented heights ahead of the 2024 
elections, it’s set to be one heck of a roller coaster. 
Amidst the chaos and debates, one phenomenon 
stands out — Americans’ love for conspiracy 
theories. These aren’t just whispers in the shad-
ows; they’re bold assertions and speculative tales 
woven into the fabric of American political dis-
course,” according to Oddspedia.com — an online 
site brimming with sports odds, data, information, 
expert picks and assorted insights.

And what do people actually believe? Here are 
some results from the survey, verbatim from the 
source.

“Four in fi ve Americans acknowledge belief in 
conspiracy theories. Republicans (35%) are more 
prone to embrace conspiracy theories than Demo-
crats (14%) and independents (20%),” the site said 
in its analysis of the fi ndings.

“The top fi ve states voted most likely to be the 
homes of conspiracy theorists are Florida, Califor-
nia, Texas, Alabama and New York,” it said.

Interestingly enough, this research found that a 
sizable 83% of Americans believe conspiracy theo-
ries aff ect public opinion about politics. It revealed 
that 90% of respondents agreed the theories “sway 
voters’ perceptions of candidates,” 83% say they 
“infl uence public opinion” and 57% agreed that 
conspiracy theories are “orchestrated by foreign 
entities.”

The survey also found that the top three con-
spiracy subjects in the political realm are “govern-
ment involvement,” “health and medical manipula-
tion” and “secret societies with global infl uence.”

In fourth place was “historical revisions and 

hidden truths,” followed by “extraterrestrial and 
cosmic conspiracies” — the last being a favorite 
here at Inside the Beltway.

Do conspiracy beliefs infl uence choices made 
in the poll booth? The survey reveals that 90% 
of respondents feel that conspiracy theories can 
“sway voters’ perceptions” of candidates.

“Social media platforms wield signifi cant 
infl uence in amplifying conspiracy narratives, one 
in fi ve Americans report encountering election-
related conspiracy theories very frequently or 
frequently across their social media platforms. 
Facebook and Twitter emerge as the primary 
channels for spreading such narratives,” the site 
analysis said.

Find this source at oddspedia.com/us

NIGHTSTAND READING
Here’s a newly published book with a well-

informed source.
Author Tom Sloan served for more than 25 

years as a special agent with the Secret Service 
and remains an active member of the Secret Ser-
vice’s NY/NJ Electronic Crimes Task Force. Mr. 
Sloan has already written two books with compel-
ling names — “Bratva’s Rose Tattoo” and “Guard-
ians of Democracy.”

Mr. Sloan’s new book, “Bratva’s Revenge,” ar-
rived on Tuesday boasting a plot fi lled with mob 

discord, revenge and the proverbial clear and 
present danger.

“Revenge is sweet, but for whom?” the author 
asks.

The 370-page book was published by Archway 
Publishing, a division of Simon & Schuster, and is 
available through Amazon and Barnes & Noble.

BIDEN’S FOODFLATION FACTOR
Yes, there is much sticker shock in grocery 

stores at the moment. There is also a political 
dynamic at work, however — and one analysis is 
blaming the White House.

“Bidenfl ation’s hunger games: Soaring food 
prices leave Americans struggling. Foodfl aiton mat-
ters,” said an editorial from the Tippinsights edito-
rial board — which is associated with the Tipp Poll.

“President Biden seems to be evading any 
discussion about the ‘foodfl ation’ crisis that has 
emerged under his watch. When confronted with 
such questions, he often defl ects, attributing it to 
his predecessor, corporate greed, or shrinkfl ation. 
His responses are, at best, dismissive and, at worst, 
misleading. Even the media, seemingly biased 
in favor of Biden, appears reluctant to ask food-
related questions and hold the president account-
able,” the editorial said.

Former President Donald Trump did a better 
job, it said.

“Prices of cereals and bakery products climbed 
by 4.6% during Trump’s term, whereas they 
surged by 25.6% under Biden’s administration. The 
previous administration saw a 9.7% increase in 
meat, poultry, fi sh, and eggs prices. However, these 
prices have skyrocketed under President Biden, 
jumping by a signifi cant 21.3%,” the editorial said.

“Dairy and related products experienced a 4.5% 
increase during Trump’s presidency, while the 
increase is already 15.8% under Biden. The cost of 
nonalcoholic beverages and beverage materials 
increased by 6.3% under Trump versus a 21.7% 
rise during Biden’s term,” it said.

And the price of dining out became 12.7% more 
expensive during Mr. Trump’s time in offi  ce, com-
pared with a 22.1% increase under Mr. Biden.

See more food panic numbers in the Poll du 
Jour at the column’s end.

FOXIFIED
In the week of June 10-16, Fox News once again 

bested cable news rivals in prime time and through 
the day — and also aired 87 of the top 100 weekly 
news telecasts. In prime time, Fox News drew 
2.1 million viewers, and the daytime audience 
numbered 1.3 million, according to Nielsen.

“The Five” led the competition with an average 
of 3.1 million viewers that week, followed by “Jesse 
Watters Primetime” (2.8 million viewers), “Hannity” 
(2.4 million), “The Ingraham Angle” (2.2 million) 
and “Special Report With Bret Baier” (2.1 million).

Late-night kingpin Greg Gutfeld averaged 
2.4 million viewers, besting CBS’ “The Late Show 
With Stephen Colbert” (an audience of 1.9 mil-
lion), ABC’s “Jimmy Kimmel Live” (1.8 million), 
NBC’s “The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon” 
(1.2 million) and Comedy Central’s “The Daily 
Show” (512,000).

With audiences ranging from 1.5 million to 
1.8 million, Fox News daytime favorites — “Out-
numbered,” “The Faulkner Focus,” “America’s 
Newsroom,” “America Reports” and “The Story” 
— all drew larger audiences than ABC’s “GMA3” 
(1.3 million), NBC’s “Today With Hoda and Jenna” 
(1.3 million) and CBS’ “The Talk” (1.2 million).

POLL DU JOUR
• 62% of U.S. adults are dining out less; 52% are 

buying store brands more often.
• 46% are cutting down on high-ticket items 

like meat.
• 41% are shopping at bargain stores.
• 33% are eating smaller portions; 23% are skip-

ping meals.
• 21% have applied for federal or state assis-

tance such as SNAP or WIC.
• 21% go to food banks; 14% grow their own 

vegetables.
• 9% say there has been no change in their food-

related activities.
• 2% are not sure about the issue.

SOURCE: A TIPP POLL OF 1,910 U.S. ADULTS CONDUCTED ONLINE MAY 29-31.

• Contact Jennifer Harper 
at jharper@washingtontimes.com.

HOUSE RACES

Bowman roasted over Jewish photo ask 
Rep. Jamaal Bowman is facing criticism in his 

Westchester, New York, district after a text ex-
change showed him asking a rabbi to send photos 
of them together so he could show he has Jewish 
friendships.

Jewish Insider reports the New York Demo-
crat asked an unidentifi ed rabbi during Mr. Bow-
man’s 2022 reelection campaign, “Do you have 
pics of us? So I can show the world I’m friends 
with Jewish People.”

“I was uncomfortable,” the rabbi said of the 
request, adding that he “kind of joked around 
with him about it.”

“I don’t want to be his court Jew,” he told Jew-
ish Insider. “That wasn’t what I signed up for.”

The Washington Times reached out to Mr. 
Bowman’s campaign for comment.

Recent polls show the congressman trail-
ing his primary opponent, Westchester County 
Executive George Latimer, by 17 points.

 — Kerry Picket

POLITICS AND MEDIA

Trump bashes ‘dog’ anti-Trumper Ryan
Former President Donald Trump called on Fox 

Corp. to remove former House Speaker Paul D. 
Ryan from its board of directors.

“Nobody can ever trust Fox News, and I am one 
of them, with the weak and ineff ective RINO, Paul 
Ryan, on its Board of Directors,” he said in a Truth 
Social post Wednesday. “He’s a total lightweight, 
a failed and pathetic Speaker of the House, and a 
very disloyal person.”

He called on Rupert Murdoch, former chairman 

of Fox Corp., and his son CEO Lachlan Murdoch to 
“get that dog off ” the board, referring to Mr. Ryan. 

Mr. Ryan bashed Mr. Trump last week in an 
interview with Fox News’ Neil Cavuto, saying, “I 
do think character is a really important issue. If you 
put yourself above the Constitution, as he has done, 
I think that makes you unfi t for offi  ce.”

 — Mallory Wilson

HOUSE RACES

Democrat vows to unseat GOP’s Greene
Shawn Harris says he’ll “fi ght like hell” in his 

race against Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene.
The Georgia Democrat, fresh off  a runoff  elec-

tion victory, vowed Tuesday to defeat Ms. Greene.
“I’m Shawn Harris. I defended our nation and 

its democracy for 40 years and retired as a briga-
dier general,” the candidate posted late Tuesday.

“I’m taking on that mission again: I’m now the 
offi  cial Democratic candidate facing MTG. I’m 
going to fi ght like hell to end the toxic career of 
Marjorie Taylor Greene,” he added.

It will be a tough race for Mr. Harris in a 
district that runs strongly Republican. Ms. Greene 
has held the seat since 2021.

— Mallory Wilson

PRESIDENTIAL RACE

Biden, Trump campaign for Black votes
The Biden campaign hit former President 

Donald Trump on the Juneteenth federal holiday 
Wednesday for “hosting fraudulent Black voter 
outreach events” and launched a new ad aimed at 
Black voters. 

The 60-second ad, titled “Our Spirit,” high-
lights the accomplishments of Black Americans.

The Trump campaign said in its Juneteenth 
statement that Mr. Trump wants “to advance the 
American dream for all people.”

“Today, we refl ect on how far we have come 
as a nation,” said Janiyah Thomas, the Team 
Trump Black media director. 

— Mallory Wilson
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Louisiana is now the fi rst state to require 
that the Ten Commandments be displayed 
in every public school classroom.

The GOP-drafted legislation mandates 
that by 2025, a poster-sized display of the 
Ten Commandments in “large, easily read-
able font” be required in all public class-
rooms, from kindergarten to state-funded 
universities. Although the bill did not 
receive fi nal approval from Republican Gov. 
Jeff  Landry, the time for gubernatorial ac-
tion — to sign or veto the bill — has lapsed.

Opponents question the law’s constitu-
tionality, warning that lawsuits are likely 
to follow. Proponents say the purpose of 

the measure is not solely religious, but that 
it has historical signifi cance. In the law’s 
language, the Ten Commandments are de-
scribed as “foundational documents of our 
state and national government.”

The law also “authorizes” — but does 
not require — displays of the Mayfl ower 
Compact, the Declaration of Independence 
and the Northwest Ordinance in schools.

Not long after the governor signed the 
bill into law, civil rights groups and orga-
nizations that want to keep religion out of 
government promised to fi le a lawsuit chal-
lenging it.

 — Associated Press

LOUISIANA 

Law requires Ten Commandments be posted in state public schools
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Whether it’s a grinning President Biden as “Dark 
Brandon” or Donald Trump’s face superimposed 
onto a scene from HBO’s “Game of Thrones,” both 
presidential campaigns this year have embraced 
digital memes, the lingua franca of social media.

The campaigns of the Democratic president 
and Republican former president enthusiastically 
create and share content trying to shape the nar-
ratives around both men. Mr. Biden’s campaign 
even recently posted a job seeking a manager of 
meme pages.

With tens of millions of people using social media 
as a primary information source, the battle of memes 
could aff ect who wins in November. Many Ameri-
cans say they’re not excited about a Biden-Trump 
rematch and growing digital habits make it harder 
to reach people through traditional spaces for politi-
cal advertising like print publications or television.

Memes can be an edgier, faster way to get a po-
litical point across than a block of text or a lengthy 
video. But online misfi res have hurt candidates and 
created major controversies.

 Mr. Biden’s campaign has created its own stock-
pile of photos and videos for distribution on offi  cial 
Biden-related accounts, but the campaign is also 

looking to partner with third-party creators.
By developing relationships with outside cre-

ators, campaign offi  cials hope that some undecided 
or as-yet unpersuaded voters will glom onto Biden’s 
message if they receive it from another account 
they’re already following.

“We’re trying really hard to run a digital program 
that is authentic to our candidate, who is probably 
not spending all his time on Twitter — actually, he 
defi nitely is not,” said Clarke Humphrey, senior ad-
viser for digital persuasion for the Biden campaign.

Mr. Trump, a prolifi c user of social media even 
before he ran for president, has long embraced 
memes and shared them, as have his very-online 

political aides and some of his adult children. His 
oldest son, Donald Trump Jr., shares them frequently 
and refers to himself on Instagram as a “Meme Wars 
General.”

Trump spokesperson Steven Cheung issued a 
statement calling out Biden’s videotaped fl ubs of 
speeches and moments of apparent confusion: “Joe 
Biden is a walking, talking meme every time he 
shuffl  es into public view.”

Mr. Biden’s team, meanwhile, has embraced “Dark 
Brandon” — reappropriating a right-wing conspiracy 
meme that depicted the president as a menacing 
force and used a nickname, “Brandon,” that become 
an in-joke among conservatives for insulting him. 

CAMPAIGN 2024 

Old men chase clout: Biden, Trump teams create memes to reach preoccupied voters
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Louisiana is now the fi rst state to require that the Ten Commandments be displayed in public 
school classrooms. Opponents question the law’s constitutionality and warn lawsuits are likely.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

According to Oddspedia.com, 4 in 5 Americans 
acknowledge that they believe in conspiracy 
theories, including those that involve politics.
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President Biden is deriding 
former President Donald Trump 
as a convicted felon who is attack-
ing the legal system and wants to 
“exact revenge” in a second term.

Mr. Biden unloaded on Mr. 
Trump during a fundraiser this 
week in McLean, Virginia, one 
day after his campaign launched 
ads highlighting Mr. Trump’s 34 
felony counts, as part of a $50 
million buy — signaling a shift to-
ward tougher rhetoric as the cam-
paign heads into its fi nal months.

“For the fi rst time in Ameri-
can history, a former president 
is a convicted felon and is now 
seeking the offi  ce of the presi-
dency,” Mr. Biden said at the 
home of former Virginia Gov. 
Terry McAuliff e. “What’s more 
damaging is the all-out assault 
Donald Trump is making on our 
system of justice.”

For months, the president had 
been reluctant to comment on 
criminal indictments against Mr. 
Trump, the presumptive GOP 
nominee, hoping to combat Re-
publican claims that the cases are 
politically motivated.

Yet Mr. Trump was convicted 
of 34 felony counts of falsify-
ing business records on May 30, 
bringing a change in Mr. Biden’s 
calculus as the campaign enters 
the homestretch. Mr. Biden is-
sued a statement the day after 
the verdict that said a jury of 12 
peers convicted Mr. Trump and 
affi  rmed “the American principle 
that no one is above the law.”

Mr. Biden ramped up his rhet-
oric in front of donors.

“Trump has made it clear he’s 
running to exact revenge. And 
now after his criminal conviction, 
he’s clear he’s worried about pre-
serving his freedom,” Mr. Biden 
said at the Virginia fundraiser 
late Tuesday. Former President 
Bill Clinton and former Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton attended 
the event.

Mr. Biden is holding a string 
of fundraisers as Mr. Trump re-
ports a hefty haul following his 
conviction.

The Democratic incumbent 
appeared with former President 
Barack Obama in Los Angeles as 
part of a fi ve-day fundraising blitz 
that raised around $40 million.

Swing state polls show Mr. 
Trump leading Mr. Biden or tied 
with the president heading into 
the summer party conventions.

It is unclear whether Mr. 
Trump’s legal woes will move 
enough voters to sway the 
election.

A recent poll found that nearly 

half, 48%, of Americans approve 
of Mr. Trump’s felony convic-
tion, while only about three in 10 
disapprove and about 20% have 
no opinion.

However, views of Mr. Trump 
and Mr. Biden as political can-
didates remained relatively un-
changed, according to the As-
sociated Press-NORC Center for 
Public Aff airs Research survey.

Mr. Biden saw a minor shift 
his way in another survey this 
month. Voters who previously 
backed Mr. Trump by 3 points 
in New York Times/Siena Col-
lege surveys only backed him by 
1 point following his conviction.

“The use of the word ‘felon’ is 
aimed directly at the fence-sitters 
in the electorate,” said Ross Baker, 
a political science professor at 
Rutgers University. “It doesn’t 
help the Democrats very much 
with younger voters, an object 
of great concern to them, but 
older voters may see Trump [as] 
tainted by the term.”

Mr. Trump, 78, says Mr. Biden, 
81, is slipping in cognitive ability 
and relying on the courts to give 
him an advantage in November.

“I never heard the word ‘in-
dictment’ and all of a sudden it’s 
coming from all diff erent angles,” 
Mr. Trump said Tuesday at a 
rally in Racine, Wisconsin. “We 
are doing better now than we’ve 
ever done because people know 
it’s all a scam.”

Mr. Biden says Mr. Trump is 
the desperate one, pointing to the 
real estate mogul’s decision to sell 
Bibles and gold sneakers.

“The threat Trump poses will 
be greater in a second term than 
it was in his fi rst term,” Mr. Biden 
said. “You know, he snapped 
when we lost. I mean this sin-
cerely. He can’t accept he lost. It’s 
literally driving him crazy. That’s 
why when Jan. 6 happened — and 
now he’s running again. He’s not 
only obsessed with losing in 2020, 
he’s currently a little bit unhinged 
right now.”

CAMPAIGN 2024

Biden ramps up his 
attacks on Trump 
as a ‘convicted felon’ 
Signals shift toward tougher rhetoric 
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“For the fi rst time in American 
history, a former president 
is a convicted felon and is 
now seeking the offi  ce of the 
presidency,” President Biden said.

BY SETH MCLAUGHLIN

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Democrats are still looking 
for a political defense against the 
border chaos unleashed under 
President Biden.

The latest strategy involves 
Democrats praising Mr. Biden 
for his recent executive actions 
and contrasting them with Re-
publicans in Congress who scut-
tled legislation the Democrats 
claim could have improved the 
situation in a signifi cant way.

On Wednesday, Maryland 
Gov. Wes Moore, a top Biden 
ally, looked to shift the public’s 
attention away from the presi-
dent and onto the longstanding 
failure and “lack of courage”  of 
congressional Democrats and 
Republicans to find common 
ground on a solution.

“This inaction that we con-
tinue to see to get any form 
of sensible immigration policy 
done is impacting all of us, be-
cause all of us in local jurisdic-
tions deal with the consequences 
of this,” Mr. Moore said Wednes-
day on “Fox & Friends.” “I don’t 
put blame on a singular political 
party.”

The boiling concerns over 
border security once again 
landed on Mr. Moore’s doorstep 
after police in Harford County 
announced over the weekend 
they had charged a 23-year-old 
illegal immigrant who entered 
the country on Mr. Biden’s watch 
with the rape and killing of Ra-
chel Morin, a mother of fi ve who 
was killed on a hiking trail in 
August.

The high-profi le killings of 
Americans by illegal immigrants 

who entered the country after 
Mr. Biden took offi  ce are creat-
ing political problems for the 
president’s reelection campaign 
— as well as Democrats across 
the country — including in states 
far away from the U.S.-Mexico 
border.

In recent interviews, Mr. 
Moore has tried to diff use the 
political bomb by pinning the 
blame on Mr. Trump’s opposi-
tion to bipartisan immigration 
legislation that Republican Sen. 
James Lankford of Oklahoma 
negotiated over months, only to 
see most GOP lawmakers line 
up against it because it would 
allow as many as 5,000 migrants 
to fl ood across the border daily.

Mr. Moore, however, turned 
elusive Wednesday after host 
Brian Kilmeade pointed out 
the legislation would not have 

prevented the illegal immigrant 
accused of killing Ms. Morin from 
entering the country in 2023.

In response, the governor 

derided both parties in Congress, 
saying their stalemate over immi-
gration is “allowing people in my 
state to become victims.”

Mr. Trump and Republicans 
have been more direct, saying 
Mr. Biden’s reckless policies have 
opened the door for illegal im-
migrants to rape, kidnap and kill 
Americans.

At a campaign rally in Wis-
consin on Tuesday, Mr. Trump 
lamented the deaths of Laken 
Riley, a 22-year-old nursing stu-
dent who was allegedly killed by 
an illegal immigrant while jog-
ging at the University of Georgia, 
and Ms. Morin.

“This monster should have 
never been allowed into our 
country, and if I was president 
he would never have been able 
to come in,” Mr. Trump said 
of Ms. Morin’s accused killer, 
sparking chants of “USA! USA!” 
“When I am elected we will 
begin removing these criminals 

— these horrible people — from 
our midst and we are going to do 
it immediately.”

Mr. Trump said the contrast 
is clear: “Joe Biden wants to be 
the president for illegal aliens, 
but I will be the president for 
law-abiding Americans.”

Looking to dig himself out of a 
political hole, Mr. Biden recently 
released a proclamation seeking 
to curtail the number of asylum 
claims made at the U.S. border.

According to a YouGov/
Economist survey released after 
Mr. Biden announced the move, 
the eff ort is not turning the tide: 
64% disapprove of his handling 
of immigration and 29% approve.

Looking to stem the bleed-
ing with his base, Mr. Biden this 
week announced a program that 
would make it easier for half 
a million illegal immigrants to 
receive green cards if they’ve 
lived in the U.S. for years and are 
married to citizens.

IMMIGRATION

Democrats struggle to counter Trump-led criticism of Biden
Shift border chaos focus from president to GOP contrast
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Maryland Gov. Wes Moore looked 
to shift  the public’s attention on 
the border problems away from 
President Biden and onto GOP 
opposition to a bipartisan deal.

BY LINDSEY MCPHERSON

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

With four Senate Repub-
licans on the shortlist to be-
come former President Donald 
Trump’s running mate, most of 
their colleagues are hesitant to 
declare a preferred vice presi-
dential candidate.

Senate Republican Confer-
ence Chairman John Barrasso 
of Wyoming said Mr. Trump 
has a lot of good options to 
choose from, including Sens. 
Tom Cotton of Arkansas, 
Marco Rubio of Florida, Tim 
Scott of South Carolina and J.D. 
Vance of Ohio. 

“I know the four of them 
who have won that short list 
very well, and I think each and 
every one of them would be 
a terrifi c vice president,” Mr. 
Barrasso told The Washington 
Times. 

Only two of the 10 Senate 
Republicans with whom The 
Washington Times spoke for 
this story named a preference 
among Mr. Trump’s vice presi-
dential contenders.

“Obviously I like Tim Scott, 
he’s from my home state,” 
South Carolina Sen. Lindsey 
Graham told The Times. “But 
he’ll have a lot of good choices. 
I’ll leave it up to him.”

Sen. Mike Rounds, South 
Dakota Republican, also named 
Mr. Scott as his top recom-
mendation, along with several 
others he would be happy to 
see picked. 

“I think Tim Scott would 
be excellent,” he said. “I think 
Marco Rubio would be very, 
very good. I think Tom Cotton 
would bring huge legitimacy 
to this in terms of his national 
defense policies and so forth. 
But any one of those three, I’d 
be very happy with.”

Asked about leaving his col-
league Mr. Vance off  that list, 
Mr. Rounds said he doesn’t 
know him that well. 

Mr. Rounds talked up Mr. 
Scott the most, saying he con-
siders him a friend and “a good 
person,” and that the South 
Carolina Republican would 
bring “a new and a fresh per-
spective” to the ticket with “a 
unique personal story as well.”

“He comes from a life of 
poverty. And they fought their 
way through because his mom 
wanted him to do better and 
demanded it of him,” he said. 
“This is a really good personal 
story. And I think Tim tells it 
well. And it’s clearly refl ected 
in his values.”

If Mr. Scott were picked 
and the GOP ticket won, Mr. 
Rounds would benefi t from 
him leaving the Senate because 

he would likely replace Mr. 
Scott as top Republican on the 
Banking Committee.

Mr. Rounds also compli-
mented Mr. Rubio, with whom 
he serves on the Intelligence 
Committee.

“He’s quick. He understands 
stuff . And he’s got a great sense 
of humor,” he said. “He lends 
credibility with regard to for-
eign policy. And on Intel, he 
sees the inside picture. That’s 
very, very important for a vice 
president as well to have that 
background.”

Several other GOP senators 
declined to weigh in with a 
preference but offered gen-
eral thoughts about what Mr. 
Trump may want or need in a 
running mate. 

Sen. Josh Hawley of Mis-
souri said Mr. Trump’s VP 
shortlist is full of “great names,” 
all qualifi ed for the position, so 
he should choose “whoever he 
likes and gets along with well.”

“He’s got to choose some-
body who he can work with,” 
the Missouri Republican said. 
“I think that’s the main thing.”

Sen. Mike Braun, Indiana 
Republican, expects Mr. Trump 
will pick someone largely 
aligned with his views, despite 
previous presidential nominees 
picking someone to share the 
ticket with who can appeal to a 
diff erent part of the electorate.

“I think he’s going to pick 

someone who is going to be a 
good fi rst lieutenant and they’re 
on the same wavelength policy-
wise and politically,” Mr. Braun 
said. “I don’t know that balanc-
ing the ticket out anymore is 
something that makes sense 
like it used to.”

Likewise, Sen. John Cornyn 
of Texas speculated, as he 
phrased it, that Mr. Trump’s 
standards for a running mate 
may be diff erent than your typi-
cal presidential nominee. 

“Traditionally — and I real-
ize there’s nothing traditional 
about where we are now — 
but traditionally the president 
would look at somebody who 
could broaden his appeal to 
other parts of the electorate,” 
Mr. Cornyn said. “My sense of 
President Trump is his relation-
ship may be the most important 
thing with the individual.”

The idea of Mr. Trump 
picking a Republican senator 
for vice president appeals to 
Mr. Cornyn, who is running to 
succeed Mitch McConnell as 
Senate GOP leader. 

“They would know how 
to work with us and get stuff  
done,” he said. 

Senators overall seemed to 
be rooting for their colleagues 
who are on the VP shortlist, but 
some questioned whether Mr. 
Trump’s choice would make a 
signifi cant diff erence in his race 
against President Biden.

“I’m happy for all my col-
leagues who want to serve in 
that capacity, but I don’t think 
it matters a lot in the election 
who the vice presidential nomi-
nee is,” said Sen. Jerry Moran, 
Kansas Republican.

However, Mr. Moran added 
that people may be interested 
in the vice presidential selec-
tion because of the age of the 
presidential candidates. 

Mr. Trump, at 78, is only 
slightly younger than 81-year-
old Mr. Biden, although more 
has been made of the Demo-
crat’s age than the Republican’s. 
Vice President Kamala Harris 
is 59.

Most of the vice presiden-
tial contenders Mr. Trump is 
considering are at least a few 
decades younger than him. Mr. 
Vance is the youngest of the 
senators under consideration 
at 39, but he’ll turn 40 before 
the November election. Mr. 
Cotton is 47, Mr. Rubio is 53 
and Mr. Scott is 58.

The main consensus among 
GOP senators is that it’s not 
worth trying to predict what 
Mr. Trump will do. 

“I wouldn’t sell my wedding 
ring and bet on anybody right 
now,” said Sen. John Kennedy, 
Louisiana Republican. “This is 
President Trump. And he is a 
marketer of great experience 
and talent. And I have no idea 
who he’s going to pick.”

SENATE

‘He’ll have a lot of good choices’
Republicans hesitant to declare picks to be Trump’s running mate
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Considered to be on the shortlist to be the vice presidential running mate for former President 
Donald Trump are (clockwise from top left ) Sen. Marco Rubio, Sen. Tom Cotton, Sen. J.D. Vance and 
Sen. Tim Scott. Many GOP senators are hesitant to declare a preferred candidate.
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Last year, countless 
polls showed wide-
spread disapproval 
of the state of the 

economy, especially regard-
ing infl ation. In response, the 
Biden administration hung its 
hat on supposedly block-
buster monthly job gains. 
But new data show those 
numbers overestimated job 
growth by almost 800,000 in 
2023.

Each month, the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics reports 
how many nonfarm payrolls 
have been added across the 
country. These fi gures come 
from a survey of 666,000 
businesses and off er timely 
updates on important eco-
nomic data.

Unfortunately, these 
monthly reports are subject 
to a variety of statistical 
problems that can some-
times produce signifi cant 
errors. One example seen 

in 2023 was with prelimi-
nary data consistently being 
revised down in subsequent 
reports.

Of course, many news 
stories don’t report on the 
downward revisions to previ-
ous months’ data, just the 
current month’s surprisingly 
fast growth. The result was 
that in almost every month 
of 2023, thousands of jobs 
being added to the economy 
were ones presumed to have 
already existed.

But even after downward 
revisions eff ectively wiped 
away hundreds of thousands 
of jobs from the cumula-
tive total for the year, these 
monthly reports still over-
stated annual job growth.

The BLS also publishes a 
quarterly census of employ-
ment and wages. Unlike the 
monthly job reports, which 
rely on a relatively small 
survey, this census reaches 

about 18 times as many busi-
nesses, covering 95% of jobs 
in the United States, with 
fi gures available down to the 
county level.

One downside to the 
quarterly census is that the 
information is not nearly as 
timely as the monthly job 
reports, typically taking fi ve 
months to be published. Nev-
ertheless, the data is fi nally 
in for 2023, and it shows the 
previous estimates were off  
spectacularly, even after the 
huge downward revisions.

Adding up the cumula-
tive change in those monthly 
reports for 2023 shows 
annual job growth of 2%. 

The wider-reaching census 
data, however, shows annual 
growth of just 1.5%.

At fi rst blush, one-half of 
1% seems like a mere round-
ing error. But in an economy 
exceeding 150 million jobs, 
that’s a signifi cant diff erence.

Job growth was overesti-
mated by more than 770,000 
last year. Put diff erently, 
about 1 in 4 jobs that were 
supposedly added last year 
never existed. That’s like 
eliminating all of the jobs 
gained in three whole months 
of 2023.

Overly optimistic employ-
ment estimates help explain 
why polling of people’s 

perceptions of the economy 
has been so terrible yet the 
offi  cial data from the Biden 
administration has looked so 
robust, at least in terms of the 
number of jobs. Much of the 
other data has been down-
right rotten.

With prices rising faster 
than earnings, the average 
worker’s weekly paycheck 
buys 4.4% less today than 
when President Biden took 
offi  ce. Homeownership af-
fordability has plummeted 
because the monthly mort-
gage payment on a median-
price home has more than 
doubled. Three-quarters of 
Americans now view fast 
food as a luxury they can’t 
aff ord. Gasoline prices are up 
46%.

And now, even the job 
numbers have lost their 
luster, especially when you 
consider that millions of 
those added jobs are from 

double counting. Whenever 
someone who is already 
employed has to get a second 
— or even a third — job just 
to help make ends meet, that 
increases the number of pay-
rolls, without increasing the 
number of people employed.

The fruit of the tree of 
“Bidenomics” has ripened, 
and Americans don’t enjoy its 
bitter taste. No matter how 
much the fruit salesman tries 
to convince customers other-
wise, the taste of his product 
matters much more than his 
advertising.

Rhetoric is no substitute 
for results, and proclaim-
ing Bidenomics as a success 
has not persuaded suff ering 
Americans.

• E.J. Antoni is a public 
fi nance economist and the 
Richard F. Aster fellow at The 
Heritage Foundation, and a 
senior fellow at the Committee 
to Unleash Prosperity.

Biden’s job-growth disappearing act refl ects economic realities
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BY E.J. ANTONI

a plan to approve the nomination of the 
Biden-Harris ticket virtually ahead of 
the convention. Party leaders initiated 
the move when it appeared that Ohio 
wouldn’t change its Aug. 7 fi ling deadline 
for presidential candidates to appear on 
the ballot, which would have made the 
nomination at the Chicago convention 
too late for Mr. Biden.

Ohio has since moved the fi ling dead-
line to Sept. 1, but Democrats say they 
don’t trust the Republican-led state leg-
islature and governor and are pushing 
forward with a virtual nomination.

The DNC has not disclosed a date for 
the virtual roll call.

Josh Putnam, party rules expert and 
founder of FHQ Strategies LLC, a non-
partisan political consulting venture, 
said a virtual vote would have to wait 
until after July 13, when Indiana Demo-
crats select convention delegates. Mr. 
Putnam said the virtual vote may be 
more of a contingency plan at this point.

“The party was simultaneously cre-
ating some insurance but also buying 
themselves some time to fi gure out the 
particulars of any would-be virtual vote, 
including the timing,” Mr. Putnam said.

A virtual vote would lock in the 
Biden-Harris ticket and thwart a conven-
tion fl oor fi ght over increasing concerns 
about the incumbents’ chances of win-
ning reelection.

Democrats are planning the virtual 
nod for Mr. Biden amid reports about 
behind-the-scenes panic among top 
Democrats and schemes to substitute 
a younger, more viable candidate who 
stands a better chance of defeating for-
mer President Donald Trump.

Nate Silver, who aggregates and 

analyzes election polls, noted that Mr. 
Biden’s approval rating this month de-
clined to 37.4%, an all-time low for the 
president.

“Dropping out would be a big risk,” 
Mr. Silver posted on X. “But there’s some 

threshold below which continuing to run 
is a bigger risk. Are we there yet? I don’t 
know. But it’s more than fair to ask.”

Now that Democrats have cleared 
the way for nominating online, they 
could move to replace the ticket 

virtually — perhaps, some suggest, if 
Mr. Biden performs poorly at the June 
27 presidential debate, where he will 
face off  against Mr. Trump for the fi rst 
time since 2020.

Party offi  cials, however, haven’t even 

hinted at nominating anyone other than 
Mr. Biden and Ms. Harris, either virtually 
or in person.

Some party offi  cials warned that the 
virtual nomination could alienate Demo-
crats who expect Mr. Biden and Ms. Har-
ris to be nominated in person in Chicago.

Democrats and Republicans held 
elaborately staged virtual nominations 
in 2020, when the in-person conventions 
were canceled because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Both party conventions will 
be in person this year, making a virtual 
nomination of the Biden-Harris ticket 
tough to explain to voters.

Elaine Kamarck, a member of the 
DNC Rules and Bylaws Committee, 
asked convention leaders this month 
to hold a duplicative, in-person roll call 
vote in Chicago if the ticket is nominated 
virtually ahead of time.

“Nobody in the public is going to 
understand what we did here for these 
reasons,” she said during a virtual 
DNC meeting. “And it seems to me we 
wouldn’t want to skip the drama of a 
roll call vote, particularly if the DNC 
is planning anything cool like they did 
four years ago.”

Democratic National Convention 
Chair Minyon Moore called for the party 
to nominate Mr. Biden virtually before 
Aug. 7 to remove any uncertainty about 
his access to the Ohio ballot.

James Roosevelt, co-chairman of the 
DNC’s Rules and Bylaws Committee, 
said a virtual vote would serve as an 
insurance policy, not an eff ort to thwart 
those who want to replace Mr. Biden on 
the ticket.

“This is the best way to ensure that 
bad-faith, mega-extremist lawmakers in 
Ohio or in any other state cannot subvert 
the will of the voters,” he said.

The Republican National Convention 
will be held July 15-18 in Milwaukee.

NOMINATE
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President Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris will stick together as a team through the election campaign under a Democratic 
National Committee process to ensure changes will be all but impossible by the time delegates arrive in Chicago.

BY KERRY PICKET
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Republicans are fi ghting two 
election battles in Alaska as they 
try to win back the state’s lone 
House seat that they lost in 2022.

The GOP is preparing to do 
battle in the 12-person, all-party 
primary on Aug. 20, in which four 
Republicans are facing off  against 
two Democrats, three nonparti-
sans, one Alaska Independence 
Party candidate, one from No 
Labels and one candidate who is 
undeclared.

At the same time, Republicans 
are fi ghting the state’s new ranked 
choice voting system that took ef-
fect in 2022. A measure is on the 
ballot from activists who want to 
see it repealed in the next elec-
tion cycle. 

The House Republicans’ na-
tional campaign arm also has 
slammed the system.

“If you can’t win fair and 
square, change the rules — that’s 
Democrats’ playbook,” said Na-
tional Republican Congressional 
Committee press secretary Will 
Reinert. “Extreme Democrats 
want to blow up the Electoral 
College, abolish the fi libuster and 
pack the courts — who knows 
what creative schemes they’ll 
think up next.”

In the House race, former 
President Donald Trump has 

thrown his support behind Alaska 
GOP Lt. Gov. Nancy Dahlstrom.

Mr. Trump, the presump-
tive GOP presidential nominee, 
lauded Ms. Dahlstrom in a post 
on his Truth Social site, praising 
her as a “winner” and a “proven 
fi ghter” who “will not let you 
down.”

Ms. Dahlstrom, who previ-
ously served as a state lawmaker 
and Commissioner of Correc-
tions, is facing two other high-
profile candidates: first-term 
Democratic incumbent Rep. Mary 
Peltola and fellow Republican 
Nick Begich III.

Ms. Dahlstrom also has won 
the support of House GOP leaders 
— Speaker Mike Johnson, Major-
ity Leader Steve Scalise, Confer-
ence Chairwoman Elise Stefanik 
and Whip Tom Emmer all are 
backing her. These endorsements 
are on top of support from Alaska 
Gov. Mike Dunleavy.

On Mr. Begich’s side are for-
mer GOP presidential candidate 
Vivek Ramaswamy and Reps. 
Byron Donalds of Florida and 
Scott Perry of Pennsylvania, both 
of the Freedom Caucus.

Former GOP Gov. Sarah Palin 
in 2022 ran two failed bids, in 
special and general elections, for 
the state’s House seat, which was 
occupied for decades by the late 
Republican Rep. Don Young.

Despite  Republicans ’ 

preparation for the election this 
cycle, frustration abounds about 
the ranked choice voting system.

Republicans in Alaska, accord-
ing to reporting by the Anchorage 
Daily News, say they will not 
favor a candidate among the Re-
publicans running for the House. 
So GOP leaders at the state con-
vention in April urged voters to 
“rank the red.”

“You can support Nick Begich 
100%. You can support Nancy 
Dahlstrom 100%. Just make sure 
that if both of them make it onto 
the general ballot … you vote 
for the other one second,” said 
outgoing Party Chairwoman Ann 
Brown.

Mr. Trump has slammed the 
system and called it “ranked 
choice crap voting” during a 
July 2022 rally for Ms. Palin in 
Anchorage.

“You never know who won in 
ranked choice. You could be in 
third place and they announce 
that you won the election,” Mr. 
Trump said. “It’s a total rigged 
deal. Just like a lot of other things 
in this country.”

Alaska now has a top-four pri-
mary system, which means all 
candidates regardless of party 
affi  liation are on one ballot. The 
four candidates who win the most 
votes advance to the general elec-
tion in November.

During the general election, 

voters use the ranked choice 
voting system, where they rank 
candidates in order of prefer-
ence as opposed to selecting one 
candidate. The race is called if a 
candidate garners more than 50% 
of the fi rst-place votes cast.

However, if no candidate gets 
more than 50%, the candidate 
with the fewest votes is removed 
from the race. When a voter’s fi rst 
choice is eliminated, the voter’s 
second choice becomes the new 
fi rst-preferred candidate.

The voting rounds continue 

until one candidate receives more 
than 50% of the votes. The voting 
system is popular among moder-
ate and third-party candidates, as 
it gives them a better chance of 
winning elections.

Mr. Trump, in his endorse-
ment of Ms. Dahlstrom, blamed 
Mr. Begich for not leaving the 
race two years ago, allowing Ms. 
Peltola to win while the GOP vote 
was divided between Ms. Palin 
and Mr. Begich.

Mr. Trump said Mr. Begich 
has “Democrat tendencies,” a 

likely reference to the candidate’s 
Democrat uncle who served as 
a U.S. senator, despite Mr. Be-
gich’s Republican registration and 
endorsements from the House 
Freedom Caucus Fund.

Mr. Begich has pledged to 
drop out of the race to avoid split-
ting the GOP vote in the general 
election if Ms. Dahlstrom defeats 
him in the primary.

The Washington Times 
reached out to the Trump cam-
paign for comment but did not 
hear back.

ALASKA

GOP fi ght to regain House seat, scrap ranked choice voting
Trump backs Dahlstrom in 12-person primary race
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Alaska Lt. Gov. Nancy Dahlstrom is one of 12 candidates for the state’s lone House seat. Ms. Dahlstrom has 
the support of several top Republican leaders including former President Donald Trump.



FROM PAGE ONE | A5THURSDAY, JUNE 20, 2024 ☆ R

based on more than 10,000 reviews, an 
all-time low for a “Star Wars” spinoff .

The fan rating was even lower than 
the 21% notched by the 1978 “Star 
Wars” TV holiday special, the stan-
dard by which all “Star Wars” bombs 
are judged.

Alan Ng, editor-in-chief of Film 
Threat, led those sounding the death 
knell for the franchise. He recalled in 
his June 5 review that “I became a mas-
sive Star Wars fan in 1977” at the age of 
10. “I bought this galaxy far, far away, 
and today, I don’t recognize the place 
anymore. [Creator] Leslye Headland’s 
The Acolyte managed to put the fi nal 
nail in the coffi  n for this fully grown 
adult. Yes. I accept it. Disney Star Wars 
is not for me.”

Cosmic Book News reviewer Matt 
McGloin called “The Acolyte” series 
“boring, drawn out nonsensical garbage.”

“George Lucas should have never 
sold Star Wars,” Mr. McGloin wrote. 
“Bob Iger should have never ap-
pointed Kathleen Kennedy as the 
head of Lucasfi lm. Star Wars is a com-
plete joke. Disney is a complete joke. 
#RIPSTARWARS.”

The movie website Worth It or Woke? 
said Ms. Headland’s “casual disdain for 
the Jedi and Star Wars canon is eclipsed 
by her shlocky storytelling, ridiculous 
dialogue and laughable lesbian chat-
group fantasy fan-fi ction.”

Ms. Kennedy swung back by telling 
The New York Times, “I think Leslye 
has struggled a little bit with it. I think a 
lot of women who step into this because 
of the fan base being so male-dominated 
they sometimes get attacked. My belief 
is that storytelling needs to be repre-
sentative of all people. That’s an easy 
decision for me.”

Hollywood in Toto critic Christian 
Toto agreed that “there’s a part of the 
‘Star Wars’ fandom that remains highly 
suspicious of any new product,” but they 
“often have a point, given recent fi lms 
and TV shows in the saga.”

He called the fi rst two “Acolyte” 
episodes “generic sci-fare, neither in-
spired nor terrible, but hardly worthy 
of the ‘Star Wars’ legacy.” Then came 
Episode 3.

“The third episode is fl at-out awful, 
clashing with franchise canon, bluntly 
pushing culture-war talking points 
and featuring plot mechanics sure to 
make your eyes roll,” said Mr. Toto, 
who hosts the “Hollywood in Toto” 
podcast.

Certainly, “The Acolyte” isn’t what 
the faithful expected after Mr. Iger re-
turned to the helm of the struggling com-
pany in 2022, declaring that its content 
creators had “lost sight of what their No. 
1 objective needed to be.”

“We have to entertain first. It’s 
not about messages,” Mr. Iger said in 
November.

What happened? 
“I suspect he’s being disingenuous, 

but it’s also possible it’s too early to see 
the results of that promise,” Mr. Toto 
told The Washington Times. “Movies 
and TV shows were well into production 
when he said that.”

Disney provided a real-time con-
trast between entertainment and mes-
saging with the past weekend’s theater 
opening of “Inside Out 2,” a Pixar pro-
duction. The fi lm grossed $155 million 
and won rave reviews from critics and 
fans alike.

“On the plus side, the company’s 
‘Inside Out 2’ is woke-free and mostly 
old-fashioned in its storytelling,” said 
Mr. Toto, “and it had a monster weekend 
at the box offi  ce.”

DISNEY
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“actively marketed its services using 
connections to President Biden and Vice 
President [Kamala] Harris, as well as 
graphics and other content that derided 
President Trump.” They suggested that 
a member of Judge Merchan’s family 
would profi t from the prosecution of 
Mr. Trump.

Judge Merchan said the New York 
State Advisory Committee on Judicial 
Ethics insisted that his impartiality was 
not in question.

“The court will not address this mat-
ter further,” Judge Merchan said before 
convening the trial.

The Manhattan jury found Mr. 
Trump guilty of 34 felony counts of 
falsifying business records over $130,000 
his former attorney Michael Cohen had 
paid adult fi lm actress Stormy Daniels 
to keep quiet about a sexual encounter 
with Mr. Trump. The former president, 
who has denied Ms. Daniels’ claim, is to 
be sentenced next month.

Mr. Trump’s attorneys also have 
tried to remove Judge Chutkan from 
the election interference case in the 
District of Columbia. They argued that 
she was critical of Mr. Trump while 
presiding over the trials of defendants 
accused of rioting at the U.S. Capitol 
on Jan. 6, 2021.

“Judge Chutkan has, in connection 
with other cases, suggested that Presi-
dent Trump should be prosecuted and 
imprisoned,” they wrote in the 2023 
fi ling.

The attorneys pointed to what the 
judge said in one Jan. 6 trial: “This was 
nothing less than an attempt to violently 
overthrow the government, the legally, 
lawfully, peacefully elected government 
by individuals who were mad that their 
guy lost. I see the videotapes. I see the 
footage of the fl ags and the signs that 
people were carrying and the hats they 
were wearing and the garb. And the 
people who mobbed that Capitol were 
there in fealty, in loyalty, to one man — 
not to the Constitution, of which most 
of the people who come before me seem 
woefully ignorant; not to the ideals of 
this country; and not to the principles 
of democracy.”

Mr. Trump’s attorneys also noted 
that Judge Chutkan told one Jan. 6 de-
fendant that he made a good point say-
ing the “people who exhorted you and 
encouraged you and rallied you to go 
and take action and to fi ght have not 
been charged.”

“I have my opinions, but they are not 
relevant,” Judge Chutkan said at the time.

The Obama appointee denied Mr. 
Trump’s request to recuse, reasoning 
that recusal is warranted only in rare 
circumstances.

“Justice also demands that judges not 

recuse without cause,” Judge Chutkan 
wrote. “Motions for recusal could also 
be wrongfully deployed as a form of 
‘judge shopping.’”

The election interference case is on 
hold while the Supreme Court decides 
whether the former president is immune 
from criminal charges for actions he 
committed in offi  ce. A ruling is expected 
by the end of the month.

Mr. Mincberg dismissed any argu-
ment that Judge Chutkan should not 
oversee Mr. Trump’s D.C. trial.

“The notion that there is a credible 
reason to recuse Judge Chutkan is almost 
laughable,” he said. “His supporters will 
do anything.”

Mr. Levey said the increasing calls to 
remove judges overseeing Mr. Trump’s 
numerous prosecutions stem from Dem-
ocrats’ attempts to usurp the justice 
system for electoral gains.

“I think all these cases against Trump 
— and then all the criminal cases and 
the Letitia James civil case — they have 
made the word ‘lawfare’ a household 
word,” he said.

Meanwhile, Democrats and liberal 
activists have repeatedly called for the 
recusal of U.S. District Judge Aileen 
Cannon, a Trump appointee who is over-
seeing the former president’s classifi ed 
documents case in Florida.

Newsweek reported in May that at 
least six petitions are circulating online 
to remove Judge Cannon.

Critics accuse Judge Cannon of in-
tentionally slow-walking Mr. Trump’s 
case ahead of the November election 
and delaying a trial date.

Democratic lawmakers have also 
repeatedly called for Supreme Court 
Justices Clarence Thomas and Samuel 
A. Alito Jr. to recuse themselves from 
election-related cases stemming from 
the Jan. 6 riot.

They note that Justice Thomas’ wife, 
Virginia Thomas, attended Mr. Trump’s 
“Stop the Steal” rally on Jan. 6, 2021. She 
has said she left the rally before it turned 
into a riot at the Capitol.

Justice Thomas has also been tar-
geted in a series of articles about his 
undocumented luxury trips fi nanced by 
Republican megadonor Harlan Crow.

Justice Thomas and Mr. Crow have 
defended their friendship and said they 
have done nothing wrong.

Democrats have targeted Justice Alito 
over an upside-down American fl ag fl y-
ing at his house in Virginia and an “Ap-
peal to Heaven” fl ag at his New Jersey 
vacation home.

They say both symbols support the 
“Stop the Steal” movement and that he 
should not weigh in on cases involving 
Mr. Trump’s immunity from criminal 
prosecution in his D.C. election fraud 
case or charges against Jan. 6 defendants. 
One pending case deals with a federal 
obstruction charge against roughly 300 
Jan. 6 rioters.

“I think there’s a crisis on the court,” 
said Sen. Christopher Murphy, Connecti-
cut Democrat. “In particular with respect 
to Justice Alito and Justice Thomas. 
What Justice Thomas is engaged in is 
just a grift. He’s got a major political 
player on the outside who absolutely 
has political and business interests at 
the court paying off  a justice.

“Justice Alito is openly displaying 
affi  liation with political causes in pub-
lic,” Mr. Murphy said Sunday during an 
appearance on CNN.

Mr. Mincberg said Mr. Trump’s and 
his supporters’ calls for the recusal of 
judges pale in comparison with the rea-
sons supporting the recusals of Justices 
Thomas and Alito and Judge Cannon.

“I personally don’t think they are 
really comparable,” he said of the two 
sides. “The arguments made by Trump 
for recusal of Merchan, for example, 
or the other arguments made by the 
right seem a lot more fl imsy than the 
arguments made for Alito, Thomas and 
Cannon.”

Mr. Levey said many of the calls are 
“theatrics” and Democrats’ repeated 
attacks on the high court have led to an 
“erosion in the confi dence of the rule 
of law.”

“I think cynicism about the judiciary 
is way up, and I think that leads both to 
an increase in people calling for recusal 
… and I think it also sort of makes those 
calls resound more,” Mr. Levey said.
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in November. In the 2020 presidential 
race, 58% of the district voted for Repub-
lican Donald Trump and 39% supported 
Democrat Joseph R. Biden.

Ms. Boebert leads the field just 
months after moving to the district and 
after a year of calamitous headlines cen-
tered on her personal life. That speaks 
to the power of name recognition and 
fundraising in a crowded fi eld and to 
voters’ willingness to forgive and forget.

Ms. Boebert announced in Decem-
ber that she would switch from the 3rd 
to the 4th Congressional District after 
eking out a meager 546-vote win in 2022 
against Democrat Adam Frisch, who has 
raised a whopping $13 million in his bid 
to capture the Western Colorado seat 
in November.

She moved 230 miles from Rifl e to 
Windsor to run for the seat vacated by 
Republican Ken Buck, who retired in 
March.

Observers were skeptical that Ms. 
Boebert’s cowgirl-in-heels image would 
resonate with the 4th District, which en-
compasses the rural Eastern Plains, the 
prosperous suburbs of Douglas County 
and sections of suburban Weld and 
Larimer counties.

The Kaplan poll also found that 40% 
of Republican and unaffi  liated voters 
are undecided, meaning her opponents 
have a path to the nomination if they can 
distinguish themselves as her chief rival, 
which none of them has been able to do.

Logan County Commissioner Jerry 
Sonnenberg, former state House Mi-
nority Leader Mike Lynch, state Rep. 
Richard Holtorf, former talk show host 
Deborah Flora, and conservative activist 
Peter Yu are also seeking the Republican 
nod.

Mr. Sonnenberg, who has served 
in the state legislature, won the cov-
eted endorsements of former U.S. Sens. 
Cory Gardner, Wayne Allard and Hank 
Brown, but Ms. Boebert snared the 

biggest endorsement of all: Mr. Trump’s.
In recent televised debates, her op-

ponents have attacked her eff ectiveness 
in Congress, her switch of districts and 
incidents in her personal life.

Ms. Flora, a former conservative talk 
show host on KNUS-AM and founder 
of Parents United America, said at the 
May 29 debate on CBS4, “We’ve seen 
how Lauren Boebert would represent 
us: abandoning her neighbors in CD3, 
missing key votes while chasing cameras, 
and being in the center of D.C. drama 
instead of delivering real solutions for 
the people.”

In September, Ms. Boebert was 
caught on camera vaping and being 
groped by her date during a performance 
at the Denver Center for the Performing 
Arts. She denied vaping at fi rst and then 
apologized after video footage showed 
she did. She said she didn’t recall vaping.

After Mr. Lynch made reference at 
the May 30 debate on 9News to the 
“theater incident,” the moderator asked 
Ms. Boebert whether she wanted to “talk 
about the theater thing.”

“I certainly have owned up to my 
night out in Denver. I’ve gone on that 
public apology tour, and I’m grateful 
for the mercy and grace that has been 
shown, but I’m not going to continue to 
live life in shame and be beat up on this,” 
Ms. Boebert said.

Not helping is her ongoing family 
drama.

Ex-husband Jayson Boebert accepted 
a plea deal last week to assault stem-
ming from two domestic altercations 
in January.

Her eldest son, Tyler Boebert, now 
19, was arrested in February on a felony 
theft charge over a “string of vehicle 
trespass and property thefts in Rifl e,” 
according to Rifl e police.

Mr. Wadhams said, “All those things 
in terms of liabilities are going to be 
problems for her in those suburban 
areas.”

“They don’t like the DCPA fi asco,” 
he said. “They don’t like the standing up 
at the State of the Union and yelling at 
the president. All that stuff . She’s going 
to win, but I wouldn’t be surprised if 
she doesn’t win by nearly the margin 
she should.”

Ms. Boebert has sought to rehabilitate 
her image through strong fundraising. 
According to the latest Federal Election 
Commission fi lings, her campaign has 
raised about $4 million. No other Repub-
lican has collected more than $500,000.

That cash advantage has allowed Ms. 
Boebert to air TV ads aimed at suburban 
women, including a spot in which her 
youngest son, Roman Boebert, off ers tips 
on what to include in her next campaign 
commercial.

“That’s easy, Mom. Why don’t you 
just tell them about how you carry your 
gun and always fi ght for freedom?” the 
boy asks.

Ms. Boebert responds with a smile: 
“Well, I think they already know that.”

Ballots were sent on June 3 in the 
Colorado all-mail election. A special 
election to fi ll the remainder of Mr. 
Buck’s term on Tuesday will pit Demo-
crat Trisha Calvarese against Republican 
Greg Lopez.
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“And perhaps more importantly, beyond 
the material damage they have suff ered, 
their intent to continue obstructing ship-
ping in the Red Sea has not wavered.”

Houthi rebels say they are acting 
in solidarity with Palestinian militants 
battling Israeli forces in the Gaza Strip. 
As recently as last week, they launched 
strikes against two commercial ships: 
the M/V Tutor and the M/V Verbena.

On June 12, they attacked the Libe-
rian-fl agged and Greek-owned Tutor 
with an uncrewed surface vessel that 
resulted in the ship sinking. One of the 
civilian mariners aboard has been miss-
ing since the strike. The crew members 
abandoned the ship and were rescued by 
the USS Philippine Sea and other vessels, 
U.S. offi  cials said.

The next day, the Houthis launched 
two missiles at the Verbena, which sails 
under the fl ag of Palau and is owned by 
Ukrainians. One of the crew members 
had to be medically evacuated, offi  cials 
said.

After two days of trying to bring the 
fi res under control, the Verbena crew 
was forced to abandon the ship. U.S. 
offi  cials said the Iranian naval frigate 
Jamaran was only 8 nautical miles away 
but refused to respond to the crew’s 
distress call.

The ship is now drifting in the Gulf 
of Aden.

The frustration in Washington and 
the region is palpable and growing.

“The continued malign and reck-
less behavior by the Iranian-backed 
Houthis threatens regional stability and 
endangers the lives of mariners across 
the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden,” 
U.S. Central Command offi  cials said 
in a statement. “The Houthis claim to 
be acting on behalf of the Palestinians 
in Gaza and yet they are targeting and 
threatening the lives of third-country 
nationals who have nothing to do with 

the confl ict in Gaza.”
In early December, the Houthis 

threatened to attack any ship they 
thought was heading to Israeli ports, but 
most of the strikes before and since have 
been against civilian ships with Israeli 
affi  liations that were tenuous at best. 
The Yemeni group quickly expanded its 
target list to any ship affi  liated with the 
U.S. or its allies, the Defense Intelligence 
Agency said.

The Houthis’ use of a drone uncrewed 
surface vessel against the M/V Tutor is 
a sign that the nature of their attacks on 
Red Sea merchant shipping might be 
evolving, said Bradley Bowman, senior 
director of the Center on Military and 
Political Power at the Foundation for 
Defense of Democracies think tank in 
Washington.

“We should expect to see more un-
manned surface vessel attacks. [They] 
are being used by Ukraine in the Black 
Sea to counter Russian aggression, and 

they are being used by Iran-backed 
terror organizations in the Red Sea 
to threaten commercial vessels,” Mr. 
Bowman said Tuesday. “The U.S. has 
continued to destroy Houthi off ensive 
capabilities in Yemen, but the terror 
group continues to have suffi  cient means 
to threaten shipping.”

The fact that the Houthis can con-
tinue launching eff ective strikes against 
ship traffi  c in the Red Sea suggests they 
receive a steady supply of armaments 
from their allies in Tehran, Mr. Bow-
man said.

“An eff ort to destroy capabilities in 
Yemen that does not devote suffi  cient 
attention and resources to interdicting 
weapons shipments from Iran to Yemen 
is not unlike the homeowner cleaning 
up puddles but ignoring the hole in the 
roof,” he said.

Shipping shift s
Container shipping through the Red 

Sea typically accounts for 10% to 15% of 
international maritime trade, but it has 
declined by about 90% since Decem-
ber. The Defense Intelligence Agency 
said alternate shipping routes around 
Africa add about 11,000 nautical miles, 
up to two weeks of extra transit time 
and about $1 million in fuel costs for 
each voyage.

At least 20 major energy and shipping 
companies have altered their routes 
to avoid Houthi attacks. Taking the 
long route around Africa can be less 
expensive because shippers don’t have 
to factor in the combined costs of crew 
bonuses, risk insurance running 1,000% 
more than before the attacks and the 
$400,000 to $700,000 fees to transit the 
Suez Canal, DIA offi  cials said.

Deputy Pentagon spokesperson Sa-
brina Singh said the U.S. Navy’s role 
in the region is to maintain freedom 
of navigation and uphold international 
law. She said American forces have been 
“pretty successful.”

“We certainly understand the global 
impact and the eff ect on global com-
merce if shipping routes have to be 
rerouted,” Ms. Singh said Monday. “It’s 
up to the shipping companies to decide if 
they want to continue transiting through 
the Red Sea. That’s a decision that each 
company has to make.”

Offi  cials with the International Mari-
time Organization, a specialized United 
Nations agency for regulating marine 
transportation, said they were appalled 
by the latest Houthi attacks in the Red 
Sea and called for increased interna-
tional assistance for seafarers.

“I strongly condemn any type of 
attack against international shipping, 
regardless of its motivation or cause,” 
IMO Secretary-General Arsenio Domin-
guez said in a Tuesday statement. “This 
situation cannot go on. Everybody is 
going to feel the negative eff ect if in-
ternational shipping is not able to trade 
as normal. But our commitment is, 
above all, safeguarding the safety of all 
seafarers.”
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Rep. Lauren Boebert’s $4 million in 
funding helps shield her from barbs from 
fi ve Republican opponents in Colorado’s 
4th Congressional District.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Yemen’s Iran-backed Houthi rebels have launched almost 200 attacks against 
military and commercial ships passing through the Red Sea since November and 
show no signs of letting up aft er multiple U.S. and British retaliatory airstrikes.
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Smoke from the South Fork Fire refl ects a pink hue during sunrise on Tuesday. Offi  cers turned drivers away because of wildfi res 
burning near Ruidoso, New Mexico. Th e fi re has consumed nearly 14,000 acres. A change in weather could help rein in the fi re.

BY MORGAN LEE AND ANDRES LEIGHTON
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ROSWELL, N.M. | Cooler weather — 
and the chance of rain — could bring 
some relief but also the risk of danger 
this week to fi refi ghters battling blazes 
in southern New Mexico that killed two 
people, damaged hundreds of structures 
and forced thousands to evacuate.

Strong wind pushed the larger of 
two wildfi res into the mountain village 
of Ruidoso, forcing residents to fl ee 
immediately with little notice Monday. 
Weather patterns were shifting Wednes-
day with moisture from a tropical wave 
in the Gulf of Mexico, Bladen Breitreiter 
of the National Weather Service offi  ce in 
Albuquerque said Wednesday.

“It will be a challenging situation 
going into the late afternoon and eve-
ning,” said Mr. Breitreiter, who has 
been an incident meteorologist at past 
wildfi res. “The potential for scattered 
to isolated thunderstorms could help, 
but it depends on where they hit. If the 
rain misses the fi res, downward winds 
could cause problems for fi refi ghters on 
the ground.”

He said rain could also lead to danger-
ous fl ash fl ooding in newly burned areas 
in the mountainous region.

Ruidoso and much of the Southwest 
has been exceedingly dry and hot this 
spring. Those conditions, along with 
strong wind, whipped fl ames out of con-
trol Monday and Tuesday, rapidly ad-
vancing the South Fork Fire into the vil-
lage. Along with homes and businesses, a 

regional medical center and the Ruidoso 
Downs horse track were evacuated.

Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham’s offi  ce 
confi rmed one fatality as a result of the 
fi re but said it had no further details. 
State police confi rmed a second fatality 
in a wildfi re near Ruidoso. 

About 1,400 structures have been de-
stroyed or damaged, but it’s unclear how 
many were homes. A fl yover to provide 
more accurate mapping and a better as-
sessment of damage is being organized, 
Ms. Lujan Grisham said.

Ardis Holder left Ruidoso with her 
two young daughters, her gas tank nearly 
on empty as she prayed that they’d make 
it out safe. She was sure the house she 
rented in the village she grew up in is 
gone, based on the maps she’s seen so far.

“We were already seeing where all the 
fi re hit, it’s everywhere,” Ms. Holder said 
late Tuesday from a shelter in nearby 
Roswell. “If there’s something stand-
ing, that’s awesome. But, if not, we were 
prepared for the worst.”

Ms. Lujan Grisham declared a 
countywide state of emergency that 
extended to the neighboring Mescalero 
Apache Reservation where both fi res 
started and deployed National Guard 
troops. The declaration unlocks addi-
tional funding and resources to manage 
the crisis.

Nationwide, wildfi res have scorched 
more than 3,280 square miles this year — 
a fi gure higher than the 10-year averages, 
according to the National Interagency 
Fire Center. 

About 20 wildfi res currently burning 

are considered large and uncontained, 
including blazes in California and Wash-
ington state.

Ms. Lujan Grisham said the two 
southern New Mexico wildfi res together 
have consumed more than 31 square 
miles. The exact causes of the blazes 
haven’t been determined, but the South-
west Coordination Center listed them as 
human-caused.

“We are deploying every available 
resource to control these fi res,” the 
governor said.

While many older residents call Ru-
idoso home year-round, the population 
of around 7,000 people expands to about 
25,000 during the warmer months, when 
New Mexicans and Texans from hot-
ter climates seek the cool of the leafy 
aspen trees, hiking trails and a chance 
to go fi shing.

Nestled within the Lincoln National 
Forest, Ruidoso boasts nearby ameni-
ties including a casino, golf course and 
ski resort operated by the Mescalero 
Apache Tribe. Horse races at the Ruid-
oso Downs also draw crowds as home to 
one of the sport’s richest quarter-horse 
competitions.

Ruidoso residents fled Monday 
through traffic-clogged downtown 
streets.

The evacuation order came so quickly 
that Christy Hood and her husband, 
Richard, only had time to grab their two 
children and two dogs. 

Heavy traffi  c on the way out turned 
what should have been a 15-minute drive 
into a harrowing two-hour ordeal.

WEATHER

Cooler weather could help corral 
fi res that killed two, forced exodus

BY TRAVIS LOLLER AND KRISTIN M. HALL
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NASHVILLE, TENN. | Dale McGinnity 
has been turning over rocks in Mill 
Creek to study the endangered Nashville 
crayfi sh for a decade.

He hopes to learn whether this little 
crustacean that makes its home mainly in 
the urbanized area around its namesake 
city is being harmed by all the develop-
ment surrounding it. The results are 
encouraging.

“Things are looking good so far,” 
said Mr. McGinnity, who works at the 
Nashville Zoo as curator of ectotherms, 
or cold-blooded creatures. “It’s been a 
really nice, maybe steady or slightly in-
creasing population over those 10 years.”

However, that good news is also 
potentially bad news. The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service proposed removing the 
Nashville crayfi sh from the endangered 
species list in 2019, and that proposal is 
still being considered. A healthy and 
robust population could add to the pres-
sure to remove it.

But some biologists argue the Nash-
ville crayfi sh still needs protection be-
cause species with small ranges are more 
vulnerable to extinction, for a variety of 
reasons.

Mr. McGinnity credits the current 
healthy population to recent changes 
to stormwater regulations. Runoff  from 
parking lots, building and other hard 
surfaces now drains to bioretention 
areas, where it is slowly reabsorbed into 
the ground.

“The old guidelines, it was just all a 
whole bunch of impervious surfaces that 
ran to the storm drains that went right 
to the creek. So that means there’s huge 
fl ooding. There’s huge amounts of oil 
and other toxins that get into the water.”

On Tuesday, Mr. McGinnity and a 
crew from the zoo were at Mill Creek 
for their annual population survey. Syca-
mores and maple trees shaded the shal-
low, rippling water fi lled with the fl at 
limestone rocks that crayfi sh love to 
hide under. It did not take long before 
the group began spotting them.

One of the things that makes the 
Nashville crayfi sh unique, Mr. McGin-
nity said, is that they will linger in open 
areas in broad daylight in the summer.

Most crayfi sh — also called craw-
fish or crawdads, depending on the 
region — are primarily active at night. 

The behavior seems as though it would 
make them vulnerable to predators, and 
why they do it is one of many mysteries 
scientists have yet to study, Mr. McGin-
nity said.

The Nashville crayfi sh are also un-
usually sociable, he said, noting that he 
has found upward of 60 together under 
a single rock.

“There’s still a lot to be learned about 
Nashville crayfi sh, and actually all cray-
fi sh,” Mr. McGinnity said. 

There’s no better place to study them 
than Tennessee, or possibly Alabama. 
The two states vie for title of the most 
crayfi sh diversity in the world. Each 
states has more than 100 species, with 
new ones still being discovered and 
described, he said.

Parker Hildreth, a biologist with the 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency, 
has recently been using genetic testing 
to help map that diversity. Mr. Hildreth 
said he grew up playing with crayfi sh in 
a Tennessee creek and recently discov-
ered that those same crayfi sh he played 
with may be an undescribed species.

Asked why the public should care 
about crayfi sh, Mr. Hildreth off ered two 
thoughts.

“Aquatic organisms are the canary 
in the coal mine for water quality. So if 
you’re seeing impacts to our native spe-
cies, then the same things that are aff ect-
ing aquatic life can easily aff ect human 
life,” he said. The second reason is 
cultural and goes back to his childhood.

“I think that’s intrinsic to most Ten-
nesseans, that we grew up playing in 
a creek,” Mr. Hildreth added. “And I 
wouldn’t like to live in a world where I 
wasn’t able to do that.”

TENNESSEE

Rebound of Nashville 
crayfi sh population is 
both good and bad news
Biologists say protections still needed

BY JAMIE STENGLE

ASSOCIATED PRESS

DALLAS | The pastor of a Texas mega-
church has resigned after a woman said 
he had sexually abused her on multiple 
occasions in the 1980s, beginning when 
she was 12.

Gateway Church’s board of elders 
said Tuesday in a statement that they 
had accepted the resignation of Robert 
Morris, the church’s senior pastor and 
founder. The board said it had hired 
a law fi rm to conduct an independent 
review to make sure they “have a com-
plete understanding of the events” from 
1982 to 1987.

The allegations came to light Friday 
on the religious watchdog blog The 
Wartburg Watch. Cindy Clemishire, the 
woman who came forward, told The 
Dallas Morning News in an interview 
Saturday that she met Mr. Morris in 
1981, when he was a traveling preacher 
and began preaching at her family’s 
church in Oklahoma.

She said Mr. Morris and his wife and 
young son became close to her family. 
She said he was staying at her house in 
1982 when he asked her to come to his 
room. He told her to lay on his bed and 
then touched her inappropriately, said 
Ms. Clemishire, now 54.

She said the abuse continued for 
about 4½ years. The Associated Press 
typically does not name people who 
say they have been sexually assaulted 
unless they come forward publicly, as 

Ms. Clemishire has done.
When asked about the allegations 

by The Christian Post, Mr. Morris, 62, 
said in a statement to the publication 
that when he was in his early 20s he 
was “involved in inappropriate sexual 
behavior with a young lady in a home 
where I was staying.”

“It was kissing and petting and not 
intercourse, but it was wrong,” he said in 
the statement. “This behavior happened 
on several occasions over the next few 
years.”

The board said that before Friday, 
they “did not have all of the facts of the 
inappropriate relationship between Mr. 
Morris and the victim, including her age 
at the time and the length of the abuse.” 
They said that their understanding of the 
“extramarital relationship” that Mr. Mor-
ris had discussed many times throughout 
his ministry was not that it was “abuse 
of a 12-year-old child.”

The church, based in the Dallas sub-
urb of Southlake, was founded by Mr. 
Morris in 2000 and has multiple loca-
tions in the area and says over 100,000 
people attend each weekend.

Mr. Morris, the founding pastor, has 
been politically active. He was among 
those on former President Donald 
Trump’s evangelical advisory board. 
The church hosted Mr. Trump on its 
Dallas campus in 2020 for a discussion 
of race relations and the economy.

Mr. Morris did not immediately re-
spond Tuesday to a request for comment 
sent to his email address at the church.

TEXAS

Pastor accused of child sex 
abuse in 1980s steps down
100,000 attend church each weekend
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A healthy and robust Nashville crayfi sh 
population is fueling calls for the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service to remove it from the 
endangered species list.

BY MICHAEL PHILLIS, JIM SALTER 
AND CAMILLE FASSETT

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WEST ALTON, MO. | Devastating fl ood-
ing, driven in part by climate change, is 
taking an especially damaging toll on 
communities that once thrived along the 
banks of America’s most storied river.

Flooding has pushed people out of 
their homes near the Mississippi River at 
a roughly 30% higher rate than the U.S. 
as a whole, according to data provided 
exclusively to The Associated Press by 
the risk analysis fi rm First Street.

In regions growing slower than many 
other parts of the country, where towns 
are struggling with job loss and fewer 
resources, fl ooding is accelerating the 
exodus.

Consider West Alton, Missouri, on a 
bend of the Mississippi near its meeting 
with the Missouri River. It had 3,900 
people in 1970, Mayor Willie Richter 
said. That number nosedived to about 
570 after big fl oods in 1973 and 1993. Now, 
after the 2019 fl ood, about 360 people 
remain. All three churches closed. Many 
of the remaining homes have been raised 
to keep safe from fl oodwaters.

The toll weighs on people. When 
offi  cials this year arrived at a blaze 
consuming a small home abandoned 
after the 2019 fl ood, the suspect said he 

“burned the house down because he 
got tired of looking at it,” according to 
a police report.

Vacant properties invite arson, said 
Mr. Richter, who said four or fi ve aban-
doned homes have burned since that 
last big fl ood.

“People just walk away from them,” 
Mr. Richter said. “The houses are con-
demned, they either got to be torn down 
or elevated. This much time has passed, 
there’s a lot of damage.”

The data from First Street show that 
while West Alton is an extreme example 
of fl ooding’s eff ect, it’s emblematic of 
challenges faced by smaller communi-
ties in the Midwest and South. Many 
struggle to keep young people and jobs 
from leaving. Industries and economic 
forces that once spread wealth along the 
river have consolidated and shifted away.

In a peer-reviewed paper published 
in December, First Street found that 
fl ooding drove millions of people in the 
U.S. from their homes, using modeling 
that relied on analysis of block-level 
census data, fl ood risk information and 
other factors.

For this report, First Street provided 
additional data on communities within 
roughly 100 miles of the Mississippi 
River from 2000 to 2020. The AP ana-
lyzed the data and mapped it to fi nd and 
report on hard-hit communities.

First Street’s work showed people 
tend to move to a safer place nearby. 
But some people leave communities 
entirely. Older residents are most likely 
to stay behind. Even in some growing 
communities, high fl ood risk constrained 
that growth.

Many Mississippi River towns formed 
in the 19th century. Pulp and paper mills, 
chemical plants, coal operations and 
the metals industry grew up along the 
massive river that provided a cheap and 
easy way to move heavy things, said 
Colin Wellenkamp, executive director of 
the Mississippi River Cities and Towns 
Initiative.

But technology, automation and con-
solidation changed those industries. Coal 
consumption dropped. Fewer pulp and 
paper sites were needed. The national 
highway system made it easier to bypass 
towns.

Flooding worsens the fortunes of 
places already struggling, and some 
towns thriving a century ago now “are 
barely standing,” said Patrick Nunnally, 
a retired lecturer at the University 
of Minnesota and a Mississippi River 
expert.

“It sort of chips away at the river 
culture as people pick up and leave,” 
said Dean Klinkenberg, who travels the 
Mississippi River writing guidebooks 
and histories of the communities.

MISSISSIPPI 

Frequent fl ooding worsens fortunes for 
shrinking towns near Mississippi River



NATION | A7THURSDAY, JUNE 20, 2024 ☆☆ R

Don’t Get Stuck 
Without A/C 
This Summer!
Schedule Soon & 
Save Up to $2000!

Call today! (844) 207-9708

Cooling or Heating 
System Tune Up

on a New Cooling
and Heating System with

our Buy Back Program!

$49
SAVE
UP TO $2000

Price valid for one working unit. Excludes oil fi red systems. 
Valid at participating ARS® Network locations. Not valid for 
third party, new construction, or commercial customers, with 
any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center 
for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or 
transferred and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute 
fraud. Cash value $.001. Offer expires 6/30/2024.
License numbers available at americanresidential.com/licenses

Savings requires purchase and installation of select complete 
heating and cooling system. Removal and disposal by 
Company of existing heating and cooling system required. 
Valid at participating ARS® Network locations. Not valid for 
third party, new construction, or commercial customers, 
with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call 
service center for details. Coupon required at time of 
service. Void if copied or transferred and where prohibited. 
Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001.
Offer expires 6/30/2024.
License numbers available at americanresidential.com/licenses

Free Estimates and Second Opinions
for New Heating and Cooling Systems

 Many Payment Options to choose from

Service Available Seven Days a Week

Licensed and Professional Technicians

CALIFORNIA

Labor board fi nes Amazon 
$5.9 million for violations

California’s labor commission 
slapped Amazon with a $5.9 mil-
lion fi ne Tuesday after discovering 
thousands of violations at two of its 
facilities in the state.

The California Labor Commis-
sioner’s Offi  ce annouced it found more 
than 59,000 violations of the state’s 
Warehouse Quota law at Amazon’s 
Moreno Valley and Redlands ware-
houses. The regulator said Amazon 
repeatedly failed to disclose its quotas 
to the commission and created unsus-
tainable goals for its workers.

Under the 2022 law, employers 
must disclose any productivity quotas 
to regulators and are barred from forc-
ing employees to meet unsafe quotas 
that could harm them or cause them to 
miss mandated breaks or meals.

— Vaughn Cockayne

FLORIDA

Tropical Storm Alberto 
forms in southwest Gulf

MIAMI | Tropical Storm Alberto 

formed Wednesday in the southwest-
ern Gulf of Mexico, the fi rst named 
storm of the hurricane season.

Alberto was located 185 miles east 
of Tampico, Mexico, and 295 miles 
south-southeast of Brownsville, Texas. 
It had top sustained winds of 40 mph, 
according to the National Hurricane 
Center in Miami. A tropical storm is 
defi ned by sustained winds of between 
39 and 73 mph, and above that the 
system becomes a hurricane.

The storm was moving west at 9 
mph.

The National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration predicts the 
hurricane season that began June 1 and 
runs through Nov. 30 is likely to be 
well above average, with between 17 
and 25 named storms.

— Associated Press

CALIFORNIA

Los Angeles bans kids from 
using cellphones at school

Los Angeles’ school board — the 
second-largest in the country — has 
banned students from using cell-
phones during school hours.

The Los Angeles Unifi ed School 

District voted 5-2 Tuesday in favor of 
the ban, which will be fi nalized within 
120 days and take eff ect in January. So-
cial media use will also be prohibited 
during the school day.

An existing policy on cellphones 
had not been updated since 2011. The 
social media policy had not been up-
dated since 2018.

— Brad Matthews

NEW YORK

Brooklyn preacher 
gets nine years for fraud

NEW YORK | A fl ashy Brooklyn 
preacher who has played up connec-
tions to New York City’s mayor was 
sentenced Monday to nine years in 
prison for multiple frauds.

Lamor Miller-Whitehead, 45, was 
sentenced in Manhattan federal court 
by Judge Lorna G. Schofi eld, who said 
she didn’t see meaningful remorse 

from the Rolls-Royce-driving bishop 
convicted of fl eecing one parishioner 
out of $90,000 in retirement savings, 
among other scams.

In March, a jury convicted Miller-
Whitehead of all charges, including 
wire fraud, attempted extortion and 
making false statements.

Miller-Whitehead developed a 
friendship with Mayor Eric Adams 
while Mr. Adams served as Brooklyn’s 
borough president before his mayoral 
election.

Prosecutors contended that Miller-
Whitehead used Mr. Adams’ name to 
commit fraud and attempted extortion. 
Mr. Adams was not accused of any 
wrongdoing.

Miller-Whitehead also was ordered 
to pay $85,000 in restitution and to 
forfeit $95,000.

— Associated Press

ALASKA

Rescuers save baby 
moose trapped in lake

ANCHORAGE | A man and two police 
offi  cers rescued a baby moose from 
what police described as “a sure 
demise” after it fell into a lake and got 

stuck in a narrow space between a 
fl oatplane and a dock.

Spencer Warren, who works for the 
outdoor tourism company Destination 
Alaska Adventure Co., had arrived at 
work about 6:30 a.m. Friday to prepare 
a fl oatplane for the day’s trip when he 
heard what he thought was an odd-
sounding bird.

He quickly spotted the moose 
calf stuck between the fl oats of the 
plane and the dock at Beluga Lake in 
Homer, a Kenai Peninsula community 
about 220 miles south of Anchorage. 
The fl oats replace the wheels on a 
plane, allowing it to take off  and land 
on water.

The baby moose tried to get out of 
the lake, but couldn’t get its footing 
on the top of the metal fl oat with its 
hooves. Its wary mother was keeping 
Mr. Warren, the would-be rescuer, 
from getting too close as it struggled.

Mr. Warren checked in with his 
boss, who called Homer police.

One offi  cer positioned his police 
cruiser between the mama moose 
and the fl oatplane to allow another 
offi  cer and Mr. Warren to rescue the 
calf.

— Associated Press
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DES MOINES, IOWA | As the U.S. dairy 
industry confronts a bird fl u outbreak, 
with cases reported at dozens of farms 
and the disease spreading to people, the 
egg industry could serve as an example 
of how to slow the disease but also shows 
how diffi  cult it can be to eradicate the 
virus.

There have been earlier bird fl u out-
breaks in the U.S., but the current one 
started in February 2022 and has forced 
the slaughter of nearly 100 million chick-
ens and turkeys. Hot spots still occur, 
but their frequency has dropped in part 
because of biosecurity eff orts at farms 
and a coordinated approach between 
companies and agricultural offi  cials, 
experts say.

Dairy farmers could try to imple-
ment similar safeguards, but the vast 
diff erences between the animals and 
the industries limit what lessons can be 
learned and applied.

How can a 1,500-pound cow and a 
5-pound chicken have the same illness?

It’s commonly called bird fl u because 
the disease is largely spread by wild 

birds that can survive infections. Many 
mammals have caught the illness too, 
including sea lions and skunks.

Animals can be infected by eating 

an infected bird or by being exposed to 
environments where the virus is present. 
That said, there are big diff erences in 
how cows and chickens have fared after 
getting infected.

Bird fl u is typically fatal to chickens 
and turkeys within days of an infection, 
leading to immediate mass killings of 
birds. That’s not true for cows.

Dairies in several states have reported 
having to kill infected animals because 
symptoms continued to linger and their 
milk production didn’t recover, but that’s 
not the norm, said Russ Daly, an exten-
sion veterinarian at South Dakota State 
University.

He said it appears that bird fl u isn’t 
usually fatal to cows but that an infected 
animal can be more vulnerable to other 
ailments typically founds in dairies, 
such as bacterial pneumonia and udder 
infections.

What has the egg industry done to 
protect chickens?

Egg operators have become clean 
freaks.

To prevent disease from spread-
ing, egg producers require workers to 
shower and change into clean clothes 
before they enter a barn and shower 
again when they leave. They also fre-
quently wash trucks and spray tires with 
solutions to kill off  virus remnants.

Many egg operations even use lasers 
and install special fencing to discourage 
wild birds from stopping by for a visit.

“Gone is the day of the scarecrow,” 
said Emily Metz, president of the Ameri-
can Egg Board.

Without these eff orts, the current 
outbreak would be much worse, said 
Jada Thompson, a University of Arkan-
sas agriculture business professor. Still, 
maintaining such vigilance is diffi  cult, 
even if the cost of allowing disease into 
an operation is so high, she said.

Chickens raised for meat, known as 
broilers, also have been infected with 
bird fl u but such cases are less common. 
In part, that’s because broiler chickens 
are killed when they’re only 6 to 8 weeks 
old, so they have less time to get infected.

AGRICULTURE 

Dairy farmers look to poultry industry for lessons on bird fl u
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While there have been fewer bird fl u outbreaks in the U.S., the current one that began 
in 2022 has forced the slaughter of nearly 100 million chickens and turkeys. Bird fl u is 
typically fatal to chickens and turkeys within days of an infection.
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MEXICO

Avocado inspections halted 
aft er assault on U.S. employees

MEXICO CITY | Two employees of 
the U.S. Agriculture Department were 
assaulted and temporarily held by as-
sailants in the Mexican state of Micho-
acan, prompting the U.S. government 
to suspend inspections of avocado and 
mango shipments, the U.S. ambassador 
to Mexico said Tuesday.

Ambassador Ken Salazar said the 
assault occurred while the employees 
were inspecting avocados in Micho-
acan. He said they were no longer 
being held.

U.S. offi  cials had confi rmed the 
pause in inspections Monday, citing 
security concerns.

The employees work for the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service. 
Because the United States also grows 
avocados, U.S. inspectors work in 
Mexico to ensure exported avocados 
don’t carry diseases that could hurt 
U.S. crops.

— Associated Press

NIGERIA

Jihadis from Sahel cross 
into northern Nigeria

ABUJA | Jihadi fi ghters who had long 
operated in Africa’s volatile Sahel 
region have settled in northwestern 
Nigeria after crossing from neighbor-
ing Benin, a report said Wednesday, 
the latest trend in the militants’ 
movements to wealthier West African 
coastal nations.

The extremists believed to be 
linked to al-Qaida have in the last year 
crossed over from Benin’s hard-hit 
northern region and settled in Kainji 
Lake National Park, one of Nigeria’s 
largest, where other armed groups 
have also gained access, according to 
the report by the Clingendael Institute 
think tank, which has done extensive 
research in the Sahel.

Residents close to the park told 
The Associated Press that the facility, 
which holds one of West Africa’s fast-
declining lion populations, has been 
closed for more than a year because of 
security threats from armed groups at-
tacking neighboring villages and roads.

— Associated Press

FRANCE

Two boys accused 
of raping Jewish girl, 12

PARIS | Two adolescent boys in a 
Paris suburb have been given prelimi-
nary charges of raping a 12-year-old 
girl and religion-motivated violence, 
French authorities said Wednesday. A 
Jewish leader said the girl is Jewish.

The attack elicited widespread 
shock and concern, notably after a 
surge in antisemitic acts in France 
since the start of the Israel-Hamas war.

The girl reported a rape in the town 
of Courbevoie on Saturday, and three 
boys, aged 12 and 13, were detained, 
according to the regional prosecutor’s 
offi  ce.

It said two of the boys were given 
multiple preliminary charges on Tues-
day, including aggravated gang rape on 
a minor younger than 15, violence and 
public insult motivated by religion, 
death threats, attempted extortion and 
unlawfully recording or broadcasting 
sexual images.

The prosecutor’s offi  ce did not 
specify the girl’s religion or release her 
identity, according to policies for the 
protection of victims, as is standard 
practice in France.

— Associated Press

BRITAIN

Protesters arrested over 
spray-painting Stonehenge

LONDON | Two climate protesters 
who sprayed orange paint on the an-
cient Stonehenge monument in south-
ern England were arrested Wednesday 
after two bystanders appeared to 
intervene and stop them.

The latest act by Just Stop Oil was 
quickly condemned by Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak as a “disgraceful act of 
vandalism.” Labor leader Keir Starmer, 
his main opponent in next month’s 
election, called the group “pathetic” and 
said the damage was “outrageous.”

The incident came just a day before 
thousands are expected to gather 
at the 4,500-year-old stone circle to 
celebrate the summer solstice — the 
longest day of the year in the Northern 
Hemisphere.

— Associated Press

BY MOGOMOTSI MAGOME

ASSOCIATED PRESS

JOHANNESBURG | Cyril Ramaphosa 
was sworn in for a second term as South 
Africa’s president on Wednesday in a 
ceremony in the administrative capital, 
Pretoria, after his reelection with the 
help from a coalition of parties, a fi rst 
in the country’s 30-year rule.

Mr. Ramaphosa is now set to appoint 
a Cabinet in a new coalition government 
after his African National Congress 
party lost its parliamentary majority in 
an election last month. He was reelected 
president by lawmakers on Friday after 
the main opposition party and a smaller 
third party joined the ANC in an agree-
ment to co-govern Africa’s most indus-
trialized economy.

He will have to guide the fi rst coali-
tion government in which no party has 
a majority. At least three parties will 
make up what the ANC is calling a gov-
ernment of national unity, with more 

invited to join.
Mr. Ramaphosa was administered the 

oath of offi  ce in a public ceremony at the 
Union Buildings, the seat of government, 
by Chief Justice Raymond Zondo.

King Mswati III of Eswatini, Nigerian 
President Bola Tinubu, Zimbabwe Presi-
dent Emerson Mnangagwa and former 
Kenyan Prime Minister Raila Odinga 
were among many dignitaries who at-
tended the inauguration ceremony as 
Mr. Ramaphosa begins what promises 
to be a tough fi nal term in offi  ce.

The ceremony included a 21-gun 
salute by the presidential guard and a 
fl yover by the South Africa air force over 
the Union Buildings. South African mu-
sicians and cultural dancers entertained 
thousands of citizens who attended the 
swearing-in.

Addressing the nation, Mr. Rama-
phosa said that the people had spoken 
and their will would be adhered to.

“The voters of South Africa did not 
give any single party the full mandate 

to govern our country alone. They have 
directed us to work together to address 
their plight and realize their aspirations,” 
he said.

Mr. Ramaphosa said the people of 
South Africa “have also been unequivo-
cal in expressing their disappointment 
and disapproval of our performance 
in some of the areas in which we have 
failed them.” He also recognized the 
society “remains deeply unequal and 
highly polarized,” which could “easily 
turn into instability.”

“The lines drawn by our history, 
between Black and White, between man 
and woman, between suburbs and town-
ships, between urban and rural, between 
the wealthy and the poor, remain etched 
in our landscape,” he said.

He also promised that the new gov-
ernment would create new work op-
portunities to face the crippling unem-
ployment as well as work on providing 
people with basic service s like housing, 
healthcare and clean water.

While Mr. Ramaphosa’s words were 
meant to reassure an already economi-
cally strained population, the new ad-
ministration could prove challenging 
to lead.

It is made up of parties that are 
ideologically opposed and don’t see eye 
to eye on how to address the country’s 
many challenges, including land redistri-
bution policies and proposed solutions 
to the electricity crisis, as well as their 
contrary views on affi  rmative action.

Major players such as the Democratic 
Alliance and the Inkatha Freedom Party 
have already joined the coalition, and 
others like the Patriotic Alliance, the 
GOOD Party and the Pan Africanist 
Congress are expected to follow.

However, the third largest party, led 
by former President Jacob Zuma, the 
uMkhonto weSizwe Party, and the leftist 
Economic Freedom Fighters party have 
refused to be part of it.

It is unclear when the formation of 
the new Cabinet would be announced.

SOUTH AFRICA

Ramaphosa sworn in for second term with coalition’s help

BY KIM TONG-HYUNG
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SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA | Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin and North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-un signed an agree-
ment Wednesday that pledges mutual 
aid if either country faces “aggression,” 
a strategic pact that comes as both face 
escalating standoff s with the West.

Details of the deal were not immedi-
ately clear, but it could mark the stron-
gest connection between Moscow and 
Pyongyang since the end of the Cold 
War. Both leaders described it as a major 
upgrade of their relations, covering se-
curity, trade, investment, cultural and 
humanitarian ties.

The summit came as Mr. Putin visited 
North Korea for the fi rst time in 24 years 
and the U.S. and its allies expressed 
growing concerns over a possible arms 
arrangement in which Pyongyang pro-
vides Moscow with badly needed muni-
tions for its war in Ukraine, in exchange 
for economic assistance and technology 
transfers that could enhance the threat 
posed by Mr. Kim’s nuclear weapons and 
missile program.

Mr. Kim said the two countries had 
a “fi ery friendship” and the deal is their 
“strongest ever treaty,” putting the re-
lationship at the level of an alliance. He 
vowed full support for Russia’s war in 
Ukraine.

Mr. Putin called it a “breakthrough 
document” refl ecting shared desires to 
move relations to a higher level.

North Korea and the former Soviet 

Union signed a treaty in 1961 that 
experts say necessitated Moscow’s 
military intervention if the North came 
under attack. The deal was discarded 
after the collapse of the USSR, replaced 
by one in 2000 that off ered weaker 
security assurances. It wasn’t imme-
diately clear if the new deal provides 
a similar level of protection as the 1961 
treaty.

Mr. Kim met Mr. Putin at the airport, 
where the two shook hands, hugged 
twice and rode together in a limousine. 
The huge motorcade rolled through the 
capital’s brightly lit streets, where build-
ings were decorated with giant Russian 
fl ags and portraits of Mr. Putin.

After spending the night at a state 
guest house, Mr. Putin was welcomed 
Wednesday morning in a ceremony at 
the city’s main square, fi lled with what 
appeared to be tens of thousands of spec-
tators, including children with balloons 
and people in coordinated T-shirts of 
the red, white and blue national colors 
of both countries. Crowds lining the 
streets chanted “Welcome Putin,” and 
waved fl owers and fl ags.

Mr. Putin and Mr. Kim saluted an 
honor guard and walked across a red 
carpet. Mr. Kim introduced key mem-
bers of his leadership, including Foreign 
Minister Choe Son-hui; top aide and rul-
ing party secretary Jo Yong Won; and the 
leader’s powerful sister, Kim Yo-jong.

At their talks, Mr. Putin thanked 
Mr. Kim for North Korea’s support in 
Ukraine, part of what he said was a “fi ght 
against the imperialist hegemonistic 

policies of the U.S. and its satellites 
against the Russian Federation.”

Mr. Putin praised ties that he traced 
to the Soviet army fi ghting the Japanese 
military on the Korean Peninsula at the 
end of World War II, and Moscow’s sup-
port for Pyongyang during the Korean 
War.

What kind of support was pledged 
in the agreement was not spelled out. 
Explanations of the agreement by Mr. 
Putin and Mr. Kim did not specify what 
the “mutual assistance” would be in the 
event of aggression against either coun-
try — troops, materiel or some other 
kind of support.

Mr. Kim has used similar language 
before, consistently saying North Korea 
supports what he describes as a just 
action to protect Russia’s interests and 
blaming the crisis on the West’s “hege-
monic policy.”

North Korea is under heavy U.N. Se-
curity Council sanctions over its weap-
ons program, while Russia also faces 

sanctions by the U.S. and its Western 
partners over its invasion of Ukraine.

U.S. and South Korean offi  cials ac-
cuse the North of providing Russia with 
artillery, missiles and other military 
equipment for use in Ukraine, possibly 
in return for key military technologies 
and aid. On Tuesday, a State Depart-
ment spokesman said that in recent 
months, Washington has seen North 
Korea “unlawfully transfer dozens of 
ballistic missiles and over 11,000 con-
tainers of munitions to aid Russia’s 
war eff ort.”

Both Pyongyang and Moscow deny 
accusations of weapons transfers, which 
would violate multiple U.N. Security 
Council sanctions that Russia previously 
endorsed.

Along with China, Russia has pro-
vided political cover for Mr. Kim’s eff orts 
to advance his nuclear arsenal, repeat-
edly blocking U.S.-led eff orts to impose 
fresh U.N. sanctions on the North over 
its weapons tests.

RUSSIA

Putin, Kim sign pact 
against West ‘aggression’
Deal may be strongest since Cold War

BY SAMY MAGDY

ASSOCIATED PRESS

MECCA, SAUDI ARABIA | Hundreds 
of people died during this year’s Hajj 
pilgrimage in Saudi Arabia as the faith-
ful faced intense high temperatures at 
Islamic holy sites in the desert kingdom, 
offi  cials said Wednesday as people tried 
to claim their loved ones’ bodies.

Saudi Arabia has not commented 
on the death toll amid the heat during 
the pilgrimage, required of every able 
Muslim once in their life, nor off ered 
any causes for those who died.

However, hundreds of people had 
lined up at the Emergency Complex in 
Al-Muaisem neighborhood in Mecca, 
trying to get information about their 
missing family members.

One list circulating online suggested 
at least 550 people died during the fi ve-
day Hajj. A medic who spoke to The 
Associated Press on condition of ano-
nymity to discuss information not re-
leased publicly by the government said 
that the names listed appeared genuine. 
That medic and another offi  cial who also 
spoke on condition of anonymity said 
they believed at least 600 bodies were 
at the facility.

Deaths aren’t uncommon at the hajj, 
which has drawn at times more than 2 
million people to Saudi Arabia. There 

have been stampedes and epidemics 
through the pilgrimage’s history.

Each year, the Hajj draws hundreds of 
thousands of pilgrims from low-income 
nations, “many of whom have had little, 
if any, pre-Hajj health care,” said an ar-
ticle in the April edition of the Journal 
of Infection and Public Health. Commu-
nicable illnesses can spread among the 
gathered masses, many of whom saved 
their entire lives for their trips and can 
be elderly with preexisting health condi-
tions, the paper added.

However, the number of dead this 
year suggests something caused the 
number of deaths to swell. Already, 
several countries have said some of their 
pilgrims died because of the heat that 
swept across the holy sites at Mecca, 
including Jordan and Tunisia.

Temperatures on Tuesday reached 
117 degrees Fahrenheit in Mecca and 
the sacred sites in and around the city, 
according to the Saudi National Center 
for Meteorology. Onlookers saw some 
people faint while trying to perform the 
symbolic stoning of the devil.

At the Grand Mosque in Mecca, tem-
peratures reached 125 F on Monday 

though pilgrims had already left for 
Mina, authorities said.

Others, including many Egyptians, 
lost track of their loved ones in the heat 
and the crowds. More than 1.83 million 
Muslims performed the Hajj in 2024, 
including more than 1.6 million pilgrims 
from 22 countries, and around 222,000 
Saudi citizens and residents, according 
to the Saudi Hajj authorities.

On Wednesday at the medical com-
plex in Mecca, an Egyptian man col-
lapsed to the ground when he heard 
the name of mother among the dead. 
He cried for some time before grabbing 
his cellphone and calling a travel agent, 
shouting: “He left her to die!” The crowd 
tried to calm the man.

Security appeared tight at the com-
plex, with an offi  cial reading out names 
of the dead and the nationalities, which 
included people from Algeria, Egypt and 
India. Those who said they were kin of 
the dead were allowed inside to identify 
the deceased.

The AP could not independently con-
fi rm the causes of death for those bodies 
held at the complex. Saudi offi  cials did 
not respond to questions seeking more 

information.
The kingdom’s ruling Al Saud fam-

ily maintains a major infl uence in the 
Muslim world through its oil wealth and 
management of Islam’s holiest sites. Like 
Saudi monarchs before him, King Salman 
has taken the title of the Custodian of 
the Two Holy Mosques, referring to 
the Grand Mosque in Mecca home to 
the cube-shaped Kaaba that Muslims 
pray toward fi ve times a day, and the 
Prophet’s Mosque in the nearby city of 
Medina.

SAUDI ARABIA 

Hundreds of Muslim pilgrims die in desert heat
Family members line up in Mecca to 
seek information on bodies after Hajj

SPUTNIK/KREMLIN VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS

Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korean leader Kim Jong-un shake hands 
Wednesday aft er signing a deal that includes a vow of mutual aid if either nation is 
attacked, during a summit that came as both face escalating standoff s with the West.
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Muslim pilgrims use umbrellas to shield 
themselves from the sun as they arrive 
to cast stones at pillars in the symbolic 
stoning of the devil on Tuesday.
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‘PEACE THROUGH STRENGTH’ 
Former White House national security adviser 

Robert O’Brien stated in a journal article published 
Tuesday that the United States needs to return to 
the “peace through strength” foreign policy cham-
pioned by former President Donald Trump.

Mr. O’Brien, writing in Foreign Aff airs, said that 
critics of the former president are wrong in claim-
ing that Mr. Trump was “purely transaction” or an 
isolationist hostile to alliances.

“Trump thinks highly of his predecessor An-
drew Jackson and Jackson’s approach to foreign 
policy: Be focused and forceful when compelled 
to action but wary of overreach,” said Mr. O’Brien, 
who served in the Trump administration.

“A second Trump term would see the return 
of realism with a Jacksonian fl avor. Washington’s 
friends would be more secure and more self-reli-
ant, and its foes would once again fear American 
power. The United States would be strong, and 
there would be peace.”

China, in particular, has grown more hostile 
and dangerous since the 1990s and routinely 
threatens Taiwan and is engaged in low-intensity 
confl ict with the Philippines that threatens to 
set off  a wider war in the South China Sea, Mr. 
O’Brien said.

Chinese President Xi Jinping has become 
“China’s most dangerous leader since the murder-
ous Mao Zedong, and China has yet to be held 
to account for the COVID-19 pandemic, which 
originated in Wuhan,” he said.

The open border and infl ux of Chinese fentanyl 
from Mexico also pose major national security 
threats to the U.S., he added.

“This morass of American weakness and failure 
cries out for a Trumpian restoration of peace 
through strength,” Mr. O’Brien said.

“Nowhere is that need more urgent than in the 
contest with China.”

President Biden, he said, has sent mixed mes-
sages on the threat from China by seeking closer 
ties with Beijing through meetings and summits 
that have produced few achievements.

Instead of continued economic integration, 
the United States must decouple from China and 
strengthen tariff s until China is ready for normal 
trade ties, he said.

Mr. Trump disinvited China’s military from 
the Pacifi c military exercises known as Rim of the 
Pacifi c in 2018 and Mr. Biden has refused to invite 
Taiwan to the drills, he said, adding that the U.S. 
withdrawal from Afghanistan was a disaster that 
weakened U.S. statecraft and led to the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine.

He argued that the U.S. military has 

deteriorated under Mr. Biden, with recruiting 
shortfalls refl ecting a lack of confi dence among 
young Americans in an increasingly politicized 
military.

On alliances, the Biden administration has 
failed to support allied democracies against rival 
autocracies by questioning the democratic bona 
fi des of allies such as Brazil, Hungary, Israel and 
Poland.

The Biden administration appears uninterested 
in fostering good relations with real-world demo-
cratic allies and instead seeks to defend fi ctional 
abstractions such as the rules-based international 
order.

“Such rhetoric refl ects a globalist, liberal elitism 
that masquerades as support for democratic ide-
als,” Mr. O’Brien said.

 CHINA LINKED TO SINALOA CARTEL
The Justice Department on Wednesday 

released a federal indictment outlining the ties 

between Chinese organized crime groups and 
Mexico’s Sinaloa drug cartel.

The 10-count indictment identifi es Sinaloa 
drug operatives in Los Angeles linked to money 
laundering with Chinese crime groups.

As part of a conspiracy, the Mexicans and 
Chinese moved more than $50 million in drug 
proceeds in underground fund exchanges, the 
department said in a statement.

The multiyear probe, “Operation Fortune 
Runner,” resulted in drug and money-laundering 
charges against 24 people.

The main player in the indictment was identi-
fi ed as Edgar Joel Martinez-Reyes, 45, of East Los 
Angeles. Twenty of those named in the indict-
ment are expected to be arraigned in federal court 
in Los Angeles in the coming weeks.

“Dangerous drugs like fentanyl and metham-
phetamine are destroying people’s lives but drug 
traffi  ckers only care about their profi ts,” said Mar-
tin Estrada, U.S. attorney for the Central District 
of California.

“To protect our community, therefore, it is es-
sential that we go after the sophisticated, interna-
tional criminal syndicates that launder the drug 
money.”

Drug Enforcement Administration Administra-
tor Anne Milgram said: “This DEA investigation 
uncovered a partnership between Sinaloa Cartel 
associates and a Chinese criminal syndicate op-
erating in Los Angeles and China to launder drug 
money.”

Law enforcement offi  cials seized approxi-
mately $5 million in drug proceeds, 302 pounds of 
cocaine, 92 pounds of methamphetamine, 3,000 
ecstasy pills, 44 pounds of psilocybin or “magic 
mushrooms,” numerous ounces of ketamine, 
three semiautomatic rifl es with high-capacity 
magazines and eight semiautomatic handguns.

The money laundering involved “many 
wealthy Chinese” who sought to transfer assets to 
the United States that are barred under Chinese 
law. Beijing limits cash transfers to $50,000 a year.

• Contact Bill Gertz on X @BillGertz.
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CHINA RAMPS UP AGGRESSION AGAINST PHILIPPINES
China’s coast guard this week took the most 

aggressive action to date against Philippine 
supply boats attempting to provide goods to a 
grounded navy vessel at Second Thomas Shoal 
in the South China Sea.

In the latest incident Monday, Chinese 
coast guard vessels forced a Philippine supply 
boat near the shoal to yield. Its crew had their 
guns confi scated by the Chinese.

The Biden administration’s policy of not 
off ering warship protection or helicopters to 
its ally for use in the supply missions remained 
unchanged after the latest maritime aggression.

Instead, the administration’s response has 
been limited to verbal assurances that so far 
have failed to deter the Chinese aggression 
near the shoal.

The Chinese used double-hulled cutters, 
larger motorboats and special operations rigid-
hull infl atable boats to block supply vessels. 
At least one Philippine sailor was seriously 
injured.

Chinese warships were also nearby. They 
included a 45,000-ton Type 075 amphibious as-
sault carrier, a 25,000-ton Type 071 amphibious 
landing dock ship and three Type 055 cruisers, 
each equipped with 112 launchers for surface-
to-air and supersonic anti-ship cruise missiles. 

Military analysts say the Indo-Pacifi c 
Command should immediately begin conduct-
ing vertical replenishment operations, called 
VERTREP, using helicopters that would bring 
needed goods to the Philippine navy ship 
Sierra Madre.

The grounded ship is being used as a mili-
tary outpost on Second Thomas Shoal.

Retired Navy Capt. Jim Fanell, former 

director of intelligence for the Pacifi c Fleet, 
said Monday’s incident was the most aggres-
sive action seen by the Chinese in trying to 
block supplies to the grounded ship.

“The concern at this stage of the develop-
ment is that Beijing is now confi dent enough 
to increase the amount of force required to 
physically displace the Philippines from hold-
ings such as Second Thomas Shoal or Sabina 
Reef,” he said.

“That trend line makes it clear that Beijing 
is ready, willing and able to use force against 
the Philippines, up to and including deadly 
force.”

Mr. Fanell said to avoid loss of life and show 
support for a treaty ally, the U.S. should use he-
licopters from the Navy’s 7th Fleet to conduct 
vertical replenishment operations.

The operations would safely and securely 
deliver supplies and bypass increasing threats 
posed by the Chinese military to a treaty ally, 
he said.

The State Department on Monday said the 
U.S. “condemns the escalatory and irrespon-
sible actions” by the Chinese.

It was at least the ninth time that an offi  cial 
statement of condemnation was issued over 
China’s actions in the shoal.

State Department spokesman Matthew 
Miller said the latest incident followed earlier 
aggressive encounters.

According to the State Department state-
ment, Chinese vessels have used water can-
nons and dangerous maneuvers over the past 
year in violation of international law.

China’s claims to sovereignty over Second 
Thomas Shoal were denied in 2016 by a ruling 

of an international tribunal, Mr. Miller said.
The statement repeated earlier invoca-

tions of Article IV of the 1951 U.S.-Philippines 
Mutual Defense Treaty. 

The article extends to armed attacks on 
Philippine armed forces, public vessels or 
aircraft — including those of its coast guard — 
anywhere in the South China Sea.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Lin 
Jian told reporters in Beijing on Wednesday 
that the Philippine supply vessels ignored 
“dissuasion” near the shoal, which China still 
claims as its territory, despite the 2016 ruling.

“The law enforcement action taken by the 
China coast guard on the scene was profes-
sional and restrained and aimed at stopping the 
illegal resupply mission,” Mr. Lin said.

An Indo-Pacifi c command legal report from 
March states that China is increasing its ag-
gressive actions near the shoal.

China “continues to exhibit coercive, 
dangerous, and unlawful behavior toward 
Philippine vessels and personnel” conducting 
rotational resupply of the Sierra Madre, a navy 
transport ship that is within the Philippines’ 
exclusive economic zone.

A spokeswoman for the Indo-Pacifi c Com-
mand quoted Adm. Sam Paparo, the com-
mander, as having said in the past that the U.S. 
military is “ready to come to the Philippines’ 
assistance, in their exercise of their sovereign 
rights.”

“The Philippines has so far not requested 
support but we stand ready,” Adm. Paparo 
said. “The U.S. has provided intelligence to the 
Philippine side to assist in the resupply eff orts 
for the Sierra Madre.”
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BALTIMORE | Attorneys are ask-
ing a federal judge to prevent 
crew members on the cargo ship 
Dali from returning to their home 
countries amid ongoing investiga-
tions into the circumstances lead-
ing up to the deadly collapse of the 
Francis Scott Key Bridge in March.

Eight of the Dali’s crew mem-
bers were scheduled to debark 
the ship and return home as early 
as Thursday, according to emails 
included in court fi lings Tues-
day. The roughly two dozen total 
seafarers hail from India and Sri 
Lanka.

That would mark the fi rst time 
any of them can leave the ship 
since it lost power and crashed 
into one of the bridge’s support-
ing columns shortly after leaving 
Baltimore on March 26.

In the court fi lings, attorneys 
representing the City of Baltimore 
said the men should remain in 
the U.S. so they can be deposed 
in ongoing civil litigation over 
who should be held responsible 
for covering costs and damages 
resulting from the bridge collapse, 
which killed six construction 
workers and temporarily halted 
most maritime traffi  c through Bal-
timore’s busy port.

“The crew consists entirely of 
foreign nationals who, of course, 
have critical knowledge and in-
formation about the events giving 
rise to this litigation,” the attor-
neys wrote. “If they are permitted 
to leave the United States, Claim-
ants may never have the opportu-
nity to question or depose them.”

The petition requested an 
emergency hearing on the mat-
ter. No ruling has been issued in 
response.

Darrell Wilson, a spokesperson 
for the ship’s owner, said Tuesday 
evening that some crew members 
are scheduled to leave.

“A portion of the crew are 
going home and a portion are 
remaining here to assist with the 
investigation,” he said in a text 
message.

Mr. Wilson said he was un-
able to provide additional details 
about how many crew members 
were leaving and when. He also 
said he wasn’t sure when the ship 
itself would leave Baltimore for 
Norfolk, Virginia, where it will 
receive more extensive repairs.

The hulking container ship re-
mained pinned amid the wreckage 
of the fallen bridge for almost two 
months while workers removed 
thousands and thousands of tons of 
mangled steel and concrete from 
the bottom of the Patapsco River at 
the entrance to Baltimore’s harbor.

The ship’s crew remained on-
board even when explosives were 
detonated to break apart fallen 
bridge trusses and free the vessel 
from a massive steel span that 
landed across its bow.

The ongoing civil litigation 
began with a petition from the 
ship’s owner and manager, two 
Singapore-based companies, seek-
ing to limit their legal liability for 
the deadly disaster.

A National Transportation 
Safety Board investigation found 
the ship experienced two power 
outages in the hours before it left 
the Port of Baltimore. In the mo-
ments before the bridge collapse, 
it lost power again and veered off  
course. The agency’s investiga-
tion is still ongoing to determine 
what exactly caused the electrical 
issues.

The FBI also launched a crimi-
nal investigation.

According to the emails in-
cluded in Tuesday’s court fi lings, 
the eight crew members sched-
uled to return home have already 
been interviewed by Department 
of Justice investigators and that 
the department doesn’t object to 
their departure.

MARYLAND

Baltimore seeks to keep
Dali crew in U.S. in 
wake of bridge tragedy

BY ALEX MILLER

THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

House Freedom Caucus Chair-
man Bob Good still hopes to beat 
state Sen. John McGuire in Vir-
ginia’s 5th Congressional District 
GOP primary that was too close to 
call as late as Wednesday.

No decisive victor emerged 
from the contest between Mr. 
Good and Mr. McGuire, but the 
state legislator did lead by over 
300 votes. Their race spilled into 
the day after polls closed in Vir-
ginia and could go on for the next 
few weeks as the results are certi-
fi ed by election offi  cials.

Mr. Good said on X that it has 
become a waiting game as offi  cials 
evaluate the accuracy of the vote 
totals and count provisional and 
mail-in ballots.

“We are asking for full 

transparency from the offi  cials 
involved and patience from the 
people of the 5th District over the 
coming weeks as the certifi cation 
of results is completed,” he said. 
“We believe we can still prevail.”

Virginia law doesn’t pro-
vide for an automatic recount, but 
a candidate can ask for one if the 
Election Day margin is less than 
1%. No major media outlets have 
offi  cially called the race. 

Mr. McGuire’s lead is less than 
half a percentage point, accord-
ing to Decision Desk HQ , but he 
claimed victory Tuesday night. 

“There are still a few votes 
left to count, but it’s clear that 
all paths end with a victory,” he 
said in a statement. “Folks in the 
5th District can rest assured that 
should they elect me in Novem-
ber, they will have an eff ective 
fi ghter in Congress who will get 

the job done for them.”
Indeed, the victor will likely 

easily cruise to Washington after 
the Nov. 5 general election in the 
historically deep-red district. 

Though a two-term incum-
bent, Mr. Good has faced an uphill 
struggle against Mr. McGuire, 
who received a coveted endorse-
ment from former President Don-
ald Trump. Mr. Trump spurned 
Mr. Good because of his previous 
support of Florida Gov. Ron De-
Santis in the Republican presi-
dential primaries, claiming the 
lawmaker would “stab Virginia 
in the back” if reelected. 

Despite all the venom from 
Mr. Trump on the campaign trail, 
he has not pointed to specifi c pol-
icy issues he has with Mr. Good, 
nor does he appear to have any 
personal problems with the law-
maker. But the former president 

did note how other House Re-
publicans don’t like Mr. Good’s 
disruptive activity in Congress. 

Mr. McGuire also has the fi -
nancial backing of former House 
Speaker Kevin McCarthy, who 

has spent his retirement from 
Congress plotting revenge against 
the eight lawmakers who ousted 
him — a clique that Mr. Good 
belonged to. 

If Mr. McGuire wins, it will be 

Mr. McCarthy’s best shot at getting 
a sliver of vengeance against Mr. 
Good and his co-conspirators after 
failing to topple Rep. Nancy Mace, 
South Carolina Republican, in her 
primary and facing a hard-to-beat 
Rep. Matt Gaetz, Florida Republi-
can, in his primary in August. 

Even though the Virginia race 
isn’t over, congressional support-
ers of Mr. McGuire sounded the 
victory bell for him Wednesday. 

Rep. Ryan Zinke, Montana Re-
publican, said on X that Virginia 
agreed “that we can do better 
than Good.” Rep. Marjorie Taylor 
Greene, Georgia Republican, said 
Mr. McGuire’s victory showed 
“just how toxic” Mr. Good has 
been to the GOP. 

“John McGuire WINS,” Ms. 
Greene said on X. “I was the 
fi rst member of Congress to en-
dorse [Mr. McGuire] because of 
his conservative record, his loy-
alty to President Trump and his 
service to our country.”

VIRGINIA 

Good expresses confi dence in tight race against McGuire
Primary too close to call for Virginia’s 5th District

BY GARY D. ROBERTSON
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RALEIGH, N.C. | An appeals 
court threw out convictions 
Tuesday against a North Carolina 
woman who was charged after 
a teenager fatally shot himself 
in her home, saying she was ab-
solved because the weapon had 
initially been unloaded.

State law makes it a crime for 
a gun owner to improperly store 
a weapon at home so as to allow 
a child to show it off , commit a 
crime or hurt someone. But the 

law can be applied only if the 
weapon is loaded, according to 
a unanimous ruling of a three-
judge panel of the intermediate-
level state Court of Appeals.

A trial judge had found Kim-
berly Cable guilty of involun-
tary manslaughter and two mis-
demeanor safe fi rearm storage 
counts in 2022. She was sentenced 
to three years of probation.

On July 2018, Ms. Cable’s 
son had another boy — both of 
them 16 years old — over at his 
house for the night, according to 
case documents. At 2 a.m., her 

son went in the bedroom of Ms. 
Cable and her husband as they 
were sleeping and retrieved an 
unloaded .44-caliber Magnum 
revolver that authorities say Ms. 
Cable possessed and a box of 
ammunition, both lying on top 
of an open gun safe.

The son showed his friend 
the revolver and placed it and 
the ammo on the top of a gun 
safe in his bedroom. The friend 
then asked the son if he wanted 
to play Russian roulette. The 
friend quickly put a bullet in the 
revolver, pointed it at himself 

and fi red, dying instantly, the 
documents said.

Police found 57 other guns in 
the home, according to the opin-
ion. Shortly thereafter, Ms. Cable 
and her husband — a gunsmith 
— were charged in connection 
with the shooting.

While Ms. Cable’s appellate 
lawyer also questioned the con-
stitutionality of the safe storage 
for minors law, Tuesday’s ruling 
focused on arguments that pros-
ecutors failed to prove that Ms. 
Cable stored the gun involved in 
the shooting “in a condition that 

the fi rearm can be discharged,” 
as the criminal count requires.

Court of Appeals Judge Jeff er-
son Griffi  n, who wrote the panel’s 
opinion, said the appeals court 
had never interpreted the phrase 
before and it was ambiguous.

He said past and present 
criminal law, combined with a 
legal rule that favors defendants 
for ambiguous laws, leads to the 
conclusion that the phrase means 
the fi rearm must be loaded.

That means Ms. Cable’s re-
volver was not stored in violation 
of the law, he wrote. The second 

similar fi rearm storage convic-
tion against her was also reversed 
because there was no evidence 
to suggest a minor gained ac-
cess to other weapons, and the 
involuntary manslaughter con-
viction was vacated because the 
safe-fi rearm conviction involving 
the revolver was reversed, Judge 
Griffi  n said.

Court of Appeals Judges 
Hunter Murphy and Michael 
Stading agreed with the opinion 
written by Judge Griffi  n, who is 
running for state Supreme Court 
in the fall.

NORTH CAROLINA

Unloaded guns don’t violate state’s safe storage law, appeals court rules
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“We believe we can still prevail,” Rep. Bob Good (left ) said on X about 
his primary race against state Sen. John McGuire.
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TRENTON, N.J. | Being a po-
litical boss in New Jersey ain’t 
what it used to be.

Monday’s indictment on 
racketeering charges of Demo-
cratic power broker George E. 
Norcross III by state Attorney 
General Matt Platkin caps a 
series of blows to infl uential 
fi gures in the state’s dominant 
political party and adds to a 
sense of turbulence in the blue-
state stronghold.

There’s the ongoing federal 
bribery case against Demo-
cratic Sen. Robert Menendez, 
who’s pleaded not guilty in a 
New York trial that has con-
sistently delivered glimpses of 
the tawdry underbelly of Gar-
den State politics. There’s the 
fall this year of a century-old, 
unique-to-New Jersey primary 
ballot system that allowed party 
bosses to give preferred place-
ment to endorsed candidates.

And now there’s the indict-
ment of Mr. Norcross, who 
Mr. Platkin said stepped across 
legal lines in orchestrating tax 
benefi ts for entities he con-
trolled. Mr. Norcross angrily 
denied doing anything wrong.

It all comes months before 
the November general election, 
as Democrats look to hold on 
to a U.S. Senate seat they didn’t 
expect to have to fi ght for in a 
year when their thin majority 
is already in jeopardy. Repub-
licans, meanwhile, have found 
new reasons to be optimistic 
about their chances to win a 
seat they haven’t held in more 
than fi ve decades.

Some New Jersey progres-
sives see the unfolding chaos 
as part of an overdue cleanup 
in the messy politics of a state 
they have long dominated. 
Other observers draw a parallel 

to what has happened nation-
ally in the Republican Party, 
where the power of establish-
ment Republicans has given 
way to a more chaotic brand of 
populism espoused by former 
President Donald Trump and 
others like him.

They see it as a dissipa-
tion of centralized control all 
across the political spectrum 
— perhaps even a restoration 
of power to the people.

“What we’re really seeing 
is pushback against things 
that people would have got-
ten away with some time ago,” 
said Daniel Cassino, executive 
director of the Fairleigh Dick-
inson University Poll. “This is 
basically saying, I think that 
these parties are out of touch 
with what voters want, and the 
energy of the party and both 
Republican and Democratic 
Party is very much on the side 
of the people who are against 
the institutional party.”

Mr. Platkin, a Democrat, 
argued that it’s time for the 
state to leave behind its reputa-
tion for ugly politics, a legacy 
that has been helped along at 
times in caricature, whether in 
fi ctional scenes from “The So-
pranos” or in the minds of those 
who embrace it as a badge of 
honor.

“It’s often said that in New 
Jersey politics is a blood sport,” 
he said Monday. “What’s meant 
by that is that if you don’t go 
along with the demands of 
those in political power, you’ll 
get hurt. ... There is nothing in-
herent in our state’s culture that 
requires us to accept politics 
and government that functions 
in this way.”

Mr. Norcross cast Mr. Plat-
kin’s prosecution of him as po-
litically motivated. He called 
Mr. Platkin a coward and de-
manded the trial start in two 
weeks.

He’s charged with operating 

a criminal enterprise over more 
than a decade, starting in 2012, 
in which he threatened prop-
erty owners whose land he 
sought to acquire, used Cam-
den city government to acquire 
land and tailored legislation 
for tax incentives that bene-
fi ted companies he controlled. 
Those allegations have been 
the subject of investigations 
for years, with Mr. Norcross 
denying any wrongdoing and 
praising the good his invest-
ments did for the economi-
cally hard-up city of Camden, 
across the Delaware River from 
Philadelphia.

A longtime kingmaker in 
southern New Jersey, Mr. Nor-
cross often wielded infl uence 
through back channels. An old 
friend of the former Senate 
president and current guberna-
torial candidate Steve Sweeney, 
Mr. Norcross played a key role 
in getting economic tax incen-
tive legislation passed in 2013. 

NEW JERSEY

Turmoil rocks state’s Democratic bosses 
Liberals see cleanup in Norcross indictment, Menendez charges
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Power broker George Norcross III sits in the front row before racketeering charges against hm were 
announced Monday. Th e indictment caps a series of blows to the state’s Democratic Party.
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Director Ken Russell’s 
1988 bizarre horror 
comedy returns to 
the high-defi nition 

format now entombed in metal 
in Th e Lair of the White Worm: 
SteelBook Edition (Lionsgate 
Home Entertainment, rated 
R, 93 minutes, 1.85:1 aspect 
ratio, $19.96).

Very loosely adapted from 
Bram Stoker’s fi nal novel 
of the same name and the 
English folklore surrounding 
the Lambton Worm, this cult 
classic creature feature has 
Scottish archaeology student 
Angus Flint (of future “Doc-
tor Who” fame, Peter Capaldi) 
fi nding a large snake skull at a 
pagan dig site near an ancient 
church while the Trent sisters 
Eve (Catherine Oxenberg) and 
Mary (Sammi Davis) distress 
over their missing father.

The skull intrigues our vil-
lainess, an immortal priestess 
of the snake god Dionin, Lady 
Sylvia Marsh (Amanda Dono-
hoe), often wearing incredibly 
tight and sensual costumes.

Her goal is the sacrifi ce of 
humans to bring the slithering 
deity back to life and she wields 
an extended and sharp pair of 
fangs when necessary to kill 
and control her victims.

The sisters, archaeolo-
gist and Eve’s boyfriend Lord 
James D’Ampton (a very young 
Hugh Grant) eventually work 
together to fi nd out what hap-
pened to daddy Trent and stop 

Lady Sylvia.
Of course Russell, known 

for his fl amboyant directing 
style (reference his masterpiece 
“Tommy”) cannot simply make 
a monster movie.

The visually twisted director 
presents an abundance of ex-
ploitive imagery tied to snakes 
and worms to reinforce the 
villain’s intentions, and even a 
battle between Christianity and 
paganism plays out.

His addition of nightmarish 
hallucination sequences tied to 
Lady Sylvia’s venom delivers 
moments of disturbing sen-
suality and ridiculous phallic 
symbolism and even occasional 
blasphemy that will cause the 
occasional face-palm from 
viewers.

The screen-fi lling, high-def-
inition presentation, originally 
released by Vestron in 2017, re-
ally disappoints with too many 
specks and dirt, and the fantasy 
scene eff ects look well worn, 
all leaving a very B-movie, near 
grind-house quality throughout.

Best extras: The decon-
structive dive starts with 
a priceless and previously 
released (from a special edition 

back in 1999) optional com-
mentary track with the vener-
able director off ering a very 
theatrical explanation of his 
masterpiece.

 Russell speaks nonstop, 
often acting like an amus-
ing omniscient narrator to 
the movie. He focuses on 
the Stoker source material, 
D’Ampton Worm folklore and 
the cast, but he doesn’t give 
much explanation for his more 
outrageous expressionistic 
scenes.

He mentions fodder such as 
shooting in a residence owned 
by a famous video-game 
creator, the lack of lighting 
in scenes, his handling of the 
camera, some favorite snake 
stories and discussing an actor 
who refused to take his clothes 
off .

A second optional commen-
tary features Lisi Russell (Rus-
sell’s fourth wife) who joins 
fi lm historian Matthew Melia in 
off ering a much more standard 
discussion of the production 
with tales from the set, casting 
credits, story and shot selec-
tion. The predominance of the 
information comes from Mr. 

Melia with Ms. Russell agreeing 
with his observations.

Moving on to featurettes 
culled from the 2017 release, the 
disc delivers a 27-minute look 
at the truly disturbing practi-
cal visual eff ects as delightfully 
explained by artisans Neill 
Gorton, Paul Jones and Geof-
frey Portass.

They touch on such mo-
ments creating the large worm 
head puppet, impaling a char-
acter on his eyeball, moving 
a foam worm in the awkward 
crucifi xion scene and cutting a 
body in half.

Viewers also get 16 minutes 
with an enthusiastic Ms. Davis 
reminiscing about the fi lm and 
10 minutes with the fi lm’s edi-
tor, Peter Davies.

The Walmart exclusive 
SteelBook packaging has an 
eye-catching cover with a tight 
headshot of blue-skinned Lady 
Sylvia in full vampiric-serpent 
mode with fangs fl ashing.

A swirling, Easter-egg-
colored portal — with purple, 
yellow and teal hues dominat-
ing — is behind her leading to 
the back cover highlighting the 
end of the fi lm and meeting the 
snake god ready to chomp on 
victims.

The interior presents the 
original movie poster to the 
left with Lady Sylvia slither-
ing in black leather and a key 
scene on the right of the villain 
hissing at a crucifi x, images all 
bathed in dark blue.

Poor HD quality hurts ‘Lair of the White Worm’

TODAY’S BIRTH-
DAY (June 20). This 
year goes down in 
the books as you’ll 
make yourself and 
others extremely proud. 
Tenacity is the buzzword 
as you build a lasting legacy 
brick by brick, moment by 
moment. More highlights: 
Renovations and beauty. 
You’ll be surrounded by 
people who remind you 
how loveable you are. You’ll 
change up your fi nancial 
strategy to excellent eff ect. 
Scorpio and Taurus adore 
you. Your lucky numbers 
are: 6, 15, 28, 14 and 36.

ARIES (March 21-April 
19). One of the many les-
sons of social media is that 
loving yourself is diff erent 
from loving how others love 
you. Self-support means 
paying attention to your 
own enjoyment, rhythms, 
attractions and annoyances 
instead of preening yourself 
for the gaze of others.

TAURUS (April 20-
May 20). Think of your 
entire situation and take 
on responsibilities that fi t 
comfortably into the rest of 
the schedule. When you re-
ally reason this out, you will 
notice there is far less room 
for new commitments than 
you thought.

GEMINI (May 21-June 
21). You could say more, 
and saying less will do it for 
you — especially when you 
deploy your superstar smile. 
Emotional warmth is some-
thing people want to be near 
even when it’s hot outside.

CANCER (June 22-July 
22). When the plan goes 
right, you have a result. 
When the plan goes wrong, 
you have a story. Today the 
plan will swerve in and out 
of eff ectiveness, so you’ll 
have both an adventure and 
a result. Life is sweet!

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
The fi sher fi nds peace in 
the rhythm of a well-cast 
line and the pull of a strong 
catch. So does the salesper-
son, the seducer and the 
entertainer. You will fi nd 
yourself in this club today, 
too.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). When you want to be, 
you’re a rockstar on the 

job, in a relation-
ship or working a 
room. When you 
don’t want to be, 
you can blend into 

the wallpaper, no problem. 
You’ll be strategic with 
your shine and your cloak 
of invisibility.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23). When an advertiser 
can press on your pain 
point, they might win a sale. 
But what about creating 
points of pain that weren’t 
even there? It’s diabolical 
but commonplace. Look out 
for those who profi t from 
seeding self-doubt in others.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-
Nov. 21). The scene from 
your past seems perfectly 
intact in your mind, like 
an ancient insect caught in 
amber. But memories are 
more malleable and easily 
romanticized, which is 
something to consider mak-
ing decisions going forward.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). When deals get 
complicated, it’s a sign that 
something on the founda-
tional level is off . Go back 
to square one and every-
thing gets simple again. An 
adjustment in timing and/or 
location is the simple fi x.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Love is inextrica-
bly connected to vulnerabil-
ity. Love is off ering up the 
softer parts of the heart and 
agreeing, to some extent, 
to trust them to another. 
The one who doesn’t risk 
anything of value is not 
invested enough to properly 
call it love.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18). Let people help you. 
Don’t resist their off erings 
even for a minute. They 
may not give you exactly 
what you need or want, but 
it will still turn out to be 
useful, and, in retrospect, 
you just might be amazed.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20). You’re sending out 
vibes and lobbing subcon-
scious messages out like 
corked bottles into the cos-
mic ocean. You won’t have 
to say what you want to get 
because your entire being 
is sending the word out and 
the universe has heard you.
CREATORS.COM

DEAR ABBY: 
My cat recently 
passed away, and 
it has devastated 
me. He was my 
emotional support during 
some of the hardest times 
of my life — relationships 
ending, moving to dif-
ferent states, deaths in 
my family, lonely nights 
battling depression. My 
cat was my one constant 
source of peace and 
companionship. I miss him 
dearly.

When I mentioned 
to some friends that 
I’m looking forward to 
reuniting with him one 
day in the “hereaft er,” a 
religious friend scoff ed 
and laughed. She then 
proceeded to tell me cats 
do not have souls and I 
shouldn’t get my hopes up 
of ever seeing him again. 
I managed a small shrug 
and changed the subject, 
but on the drive home I 
was depressed, thinking 
about what she’d said.

Upon further research, 
I found that, according 
to Catholicism, she was 
correct, and animals do 
not have souls, which has 
made me heartbroken all 
over again. Should I con-
sult a religious adviser or 
continue believing I’ll see 
my cat again?

I have to think that peo-
ple who have no friends or 
family but do have beloved 
pets will be reunited with 
them. Lots of times, our 
pets are the only family 
we have. — MISSING MY 
CAT IN GEORGIA

DEAR MISSING: Your 
friend was insensitive to 
deny you the comfort of 
believing your soul would 
be reunited with that of 
your beloved kitty. There 
are many religions, and not 

all of them subscribe 
to the same philoso-
phies. If you need 
reassurance, discuss 
this with your own 

religious adviser who, I 
am sure, has had a similar 
conversation with many 
members of his fl ock.

P.S. My personal phi-
losophy is that my soul will 
be reunited with any soul I 
wish once I have shed this 
earthly shell.

DEAR ABBY: I was 
asked to be the maid of 
honor in a friend’s wed-
ding. I did not consider 
us to be close friends, 
but she has no sisters 
and few girlfriends. She 
seemed desperate and 
told me I was the only one 
who could fi t this role, so I 
obliged.

Now it’s my turn to be 
the bride. I have other 
girlfriends I am closer to 
that I would like to ask to 
be my bridesmaids. I feel 
guilty for not returning the 
favor. She’s invited to the 
wedding, but I don’t want 
her to be in my wedding 
party. I also feel awkward 
having to tell her she isn’t 
as close to me as the 
other girlfriends I want. 
How do I let her down 
gently without hurting her 
feelings? — NOT CLOSE IN 
THE WEST

DEAR NOT CLOSE: Why 
are you feeling guilty? 
Having served as this 
woman’s maid of honor 
does not obligate you to 
have her be part of your 
own wedding. A way to “let 
her down gently” would be 
not to mention the subject 
at all. If she brings it up, 
explain that you invited her 
because you want her there 
to share in your happiness. 
Period.
ANDREWS MCMEEL SYNDICATION

Cruel words add pain 
to loss of companion
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BOSTON |  She made a single 
gospel soul record in the 1970s 
with her brothers, when they 
were all teenagers. Then Annie 
Brown Caldwell moved on with 
her life.

Decades later, she was run-
ning a clothing store in a tiny 
Mississippi town and singing on 
weekends with her husband and 
children when she got a call from 
a label founded by David Byrne. 
They wanted to add a single from 
her fi rst band, the Staples Jr. Sing-
ers, to a compilation record.

That 2019 call led to more — 
the Luaka Bop label reissued the 
band’s 1975 record “When Do We 
Get Paid,” drawing rave reviews 
in 2022 for its raw sound and 
mix of blues, funk and soul. And 
soon the Brown siblings, now in 
their 60s, found themselves on 
a course that would make any 
rising pop star jealous.

In the past four years, they 
fl ew for the fi rst time, toured 
Europe four times and played 
hipster clubs like Brooklyn’s Ba-
by’s All Right. And, fi nally last 
year, they saw a performance 
by Mavis Staples, whose group 
The Staple Singers inspired their 
own early sound with genre-
busting, socially conscious Stax 
Records hits. Also a band of sib-
lings, they had covered several of 

their songs.
“It’s been a dream come true,” 

said Ms. Brown Caldwell, who 
was 11 when she and R.C. and 
Edward, who were 12 and 13, co-
founded The Staples Jr. Singers in 
1967. They started playing in the 
church where their mother was a 
preacher and father a deacon, and 
toured by van around the South.

Last Friday, the Browns re-
leased “Searching,” their first 
batch of new songs in nearly 50 
years, and gearing up for a tour 
in July to the Roskilde festival in 
Denmark as well as the Nether-
lands, Slovakia, and Germany.

“It’s a blessing,” Ms. Brown 
Caldwell said. “It feels good. We 
are getting older and it seems 
the Lord just now is blessing our 
youth like it’s brand new again.”

Their resurgence began with 
a record collector who stumbled 
on their fi rst single in a Midwest 
thrift store and bought it for $1.

Greg Belson, whose gospel 
collection fi lls three rooms in 
Los Angeles, was intrigued that 
the band’s name was so simi-
lar to The Staple Singers. He 
put “We Got a Race to Run” 
on a portable turntable he 
often brings with him, and was 
struck by their sound: “It sat 

completely in the wheelhouse 
of what I look for, which is 
specifi cally gospel with a soulful 
tinge, rather than what I would 
say more classical church-based 
gospel,” Mr. Belson said.

Yale Evelev, the president of 
Luaka Bop, heard Mr. Belson’s 
radio show and pulled from his 
collection for a compilation of 
1970s gospel soul songs called 
“The Time For Peace Is Now.” 
He wanted to include the Staples 
Jr. Singers single, but fi rst he had 
to fi nd the band. He fi gured out 
that Annie Brown was now Annie 
Caldwell, and called all seven 
listed in Mississippi.

Like Mr. Belson, Mr. Evelev 
was attracted to a gospel sound 
that isn’t heard much on the 
radio these days. “These are soul 
records really,” he said. “Soul 
records with a message. That 
message imbues the performance 
with a certain underlying inten-
sity and honesty.”

He reached Ms. Brown 
Caldwell on the last call.

“I never believed that this re-
cord would come up again,” Ms. 
Brown Caldwell said. “For real 
though. Is this for real?”

She agreed to put the single 
out but her brothers were initially 

resistant, and they balked at reis-
suing “When Do We Get Paid.” 
Only a few hundred original cop-
ies of the record exist, one of 
which Mr. Belson bought off  a 
Milwaukee collector for $600.

“There was a lot of family 
drama that was happening that 
had existed for a long time,” Mr. 
Evelev said. “We kind of ended 
up in the middle of it, and it was 
a lot of back and forth and a lot 
of yelling at each other.”

They worked it out, and 
agreed to perform four shows 
in New York in 2022. Mr. Evelev 
heard some songs that weren’t 
on their 1975 record and asked if 
they had any unreleased music. 
It turned out they recorded about 
a dozen songs in Muscle Shoals 
in the 1980s.

Mr. Evelev brought in Ahmed 
Gallab, who performs as the artist 
Sinkane, as a producer, and he 
recorded them over two nights 
in a Mississippi church where 
they sat in a semi-circle or in the 
pews as they played. Mr. Gallab 
then went to Nashville to mix it 
and do some overdubs, aiming 
to have the songs “ring as true as 
possible” to when he fi rst heard 
them play.

Like their fi rst album, “Search-
ing” weaves its gospel message 
with blues guitar and infl uences 
ranging from boogaloo to swamp 
music to rhythm and blues to 
soul.

MUSIC

‘Like it’s brand new again’
Sibling gospel group releases fi rst 

new music in nearly 50 years

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Th e Staple Jr. Singers siblings (from left ) R.C. Brown, Annie Brown Caldwell, and Edward Brown released their fi rst new music in nearly 50 years.
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By Larry Hogan

I 
had the privilege of spending Fa-
ther’s Day weekend with my children 
and grandchildren. We played with 
the dogs, barbecued, caught up and 
laughed. Times like these are the ones 
you look forward to your whole life. 

For the last nine years, Father’s Day 
has come with a particular reminder 
that this precious time is a blessing 

that isn’t promised to anyone. 
Nine years ago this month, it 

was the Friday of Father’s Day 
weekend. I had recently been 
elected governor, and I heard my 
doctor say 13 words that changed 
my life.

“Governor, I’m afraid we have 
some very diffi  cult news to share 
with you.” With those 13 words, I 
was diagnosed with an advanced 
and aggressive cancer that had 
already spread rapidly throughout 
my body.

Returning to the governor’s 
mansion, I could think only about 
how I would tell my family. And 
then, even if I got through that, 
what would I tell my staff , who 
had given up their lives to help 
me? And what would I tell the 
6 million Marylanders who had 
just elected me?

I never thought I’d have to 
ask these questions — no one does — but the 
answers they yielded were even more surprising. 

When I shared my news, everything became 
easier amid the many tears that followed. The 
people around me became my support system, 
and the people of Maryland became my prayer 
circle — sending cards and letters, making brace-
lets and wearing shirts that said “Hogan Strong.”

All of this gave me something more important 
than any title or recognition; it gave me perspec-
tive on what truly matters in life.

That is the fi rst lesson: No matter where life 
takes you, unexpected blessings and challenges 
will be put in your path. Lean on your family, 
your mentors, your friends, your team and your 
community. I can tell you that the most impor-
tant things in your life aren’t actually things 

— they’re people.
After I announced my diagnosis the following 

week, my doctors wanted me to begin treatment 
as soon as possible. But there were no plans for 
what to do when a governor has an aggressive 
cancer. So again, with the help of my team, we 
did what had to be done: I governed the state 
from a hospital bed in Baltimore while enduring 
months of 24-hour-a-day chemotherapy.

I held meetings and made important decisions 
in the hospital between laps, walking around the 

hall, dragging my chemo pole 
along with me, and talking to the 
medical staff , my fellow patients 
and their families.

The second lesson is that 
there will be times in your life 
when things hit you out of the 
blue. So you should not just 
expect the unexpected but accept 
it and embrace the challenges in 
life.

Don’t get thrown off  course 
when obstacles appear. Take the 
initiative, set the course yourself 
and never give up. Trust your in-
stincts and believe in your ability 
to bounce back.

By Thanksgiving of that year, 
I was able to report to the state 
that incredibly, I was cancer-free 
and in complete remission. Nine 
years later, I’m grateful to say I 
still am.

I returned to the Statehouse 
with less hair — well, really no hair after that. I 
served out my fi rst term as governor and became 
only the second Republican to be reelected 
governor in Maryland’s 240-year history — proof 
that anything is possible.

But more importantly, on the day I found out 
I was cancer-free, I pledged that as long as I was 
governor and long after that, I would stand with 
all those patients and families I met along the way 
and do everything I could to help raise awareness, 
support the research, and build the labs and hospi-
tals that will one day lead to a cure for this terrible 
disease. 

I’m proud to be fi ghting that fi ght alongside 
my fellow survivors. In my last year in offi  ce, we 
launched a new initiative to boldly expand the 
state’s commitment to fi ghting cancer, including 

funding the fi rst cancer care center in Prince 
George’s County.

So this is the fi nal lesson: In your life, you will 
learn how truly important and meaningful it is to 
give back, to serve, to pay it forward, and to help 
others. To be a part of the solution, not the problem.

I encourage you to fi nd some cause greater 
than yourself that inspires you and then fi ght like 

hell to do something about it — I still am every 
single day. What makes America the greatest 
nation on Earth and a shining city on a hill is that 
we can always be part of making it better.

Larry Hogan served as the 62nd governor of Mary-
land from 2015 to 2023 and is running for the U.S. 
Senate.

Life lessons from my battle with cancer
The most important things in your life aren’t actually things — they’re people

By Bobby Rechnitz

In one of his seminal books envisioning the future 
Jewish state, the founder of modern politi-
cal Zionism, Theodore Herzl, wrote: “I am not 
ashamed to say, though I may expose myself to 

ridicule for saying so, that once I have witnessed the 
redemption of the Jews, my people, I wish also to assist 
in the redemption of the Africans.”

Thus, Black liberation was interwoven tightly with 
the Jewish liberation movement.

It was not just words either.
In the early years after the reestablishment of Jewish 

sovereignty in its indigenous and ancestral homeland, 
Israeli Foreign Minister Golda Meir frequently traveled 
around Africa to assist the new countries in nation-
building and practical matters to 
improve Africans’ lives.

“Like them,” Meir said before 
one such trip, “we had shaken off  
foreign rule; like them, we had to 
learn for ourselves how to reclaim 
the land, how to increase the 
yields of our crops, how to irri-
gate, how to raise poultry, how to 
live together and how to defend 
ourselves.”

This Zionist spirit of assis-
tance and standing shoulder to 
shoulder with the oppressed is a 
deeply Jewish value because Jews 
know what it is to be enslaved, 
oppressed, discriminated against, 
lynched and massacred.

This value has remained with 
Jews wherever they lived.

Statistically, Jews were one of 
the most actively involved non-
Black groups in the Civil Rights 
Movement in the U.S. During 
the 1964 Mississippi Freedom 
Summer project, around half the 
White volunteers from Northern 
states were Jewish, as were the 
civil rights attorneys active in the 
South in the 1960s, which was 
crucial to the movement.

It is well known that many Jews and Jewish leaders 
heeded the call and worked closely with the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr., marching alongside and being arrested 
with their Black counterparts.

King understood the roots of these communal rela-
tions and was an ardent Zionist.

“Peace for Israel means security, and we must stand 
with all of our might to protect its right to exist, its terri-
torial integrity,” King said in 1964. “I see Israel, and never 
mind saying it, as one of the great outposts of democracy 
in the world and a marvelous example of what can be 
done, how desert land almost can be transformed into an 

oasis of brotherhood and democracy.”
It is against this long history of fraternity that the Jew-

ish community is extremely disappointed when, a few 
days ago, the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People called for a complete halt of weapons 
to Israel, which is fi ghting for its very survival on several 
fronts against genocidal regimes and groups.

It is also discriminatory that the fi rst nation the 
NAACP has called to halt weapons to also happens to 
be the only Jewish state, and this is from an organization 
whose fi rst two presidents, Joel and Arthur Spingarn, 
were Jewish.

We are not asking for support based on our shared 
history of oppression and fraternity.

We are not asking for support because Israel is 
fi ghting for a better future against those still engaged in 
slavery and anti-Black racism.

We are not asking for support because Israel is the 
only nation in history that has delivered the people of 

Africa from slavery to freedom, where Africans came 
not as slaves or to be exploited but as free and equals.

We are asking for education, understanding and 
tolerance.

We are asking for equality in the family of nations. 
We are asking for support for the one Jewish state, 
which, like the African people, is living on the same land 
it has for thousands of years, speaking the same language 
and following the same customs and traditions.

Like African nations, Israel suff ered conquest, imperi-
alism, and subsequent colonialism and occupation.

Zionism is one of the last century’s most suc-
cessful national liberation and indigenous rights 
movements.

Unfortunately, much of this is not known by 
the leaders of the NAACP and its constituents, 

who have been hoodwinked 
by sophisticated and well-
funded foreign propaganda 
into supporting one of the 
most successful imperialistic 
and colonialist movements in 
history.

The Black community 
should stand with the Jewish 
community and its indigenous 
homeland, fi ghting for its very 
existence because it is the 
progressive, anti-imperialistic 
and rightful thing to do.

The recent NAACP state-
ment is regressive and singles 
out the one Jewish state for 
opprobrium. It has never said 
a word about the human rights 
in Syria, where hundreds of 
thousands were butchered, 
the brutal ongoing occupa-
tions of Cyprus and Syria by 
states like Turkey, or the slave 
markets in Libya.

As a result, we can see 
the statement against Israel 
only as bigoted, inequitable 
and highly politicized. The 
NAACP was built to fi ght for 
equality and against discrimi-

nation. However, by specifi cally targeting the com-
munity that historically stood by their side in the 
U.S. and around the world, the NAACP is derogating its 
leading role in the Black community.

If it truly wants to return to its role of standing with 
the oppressed and discriminated, it would have Israel’s 
back.

Bobby Rechnitz is a Los-Angeles based philanthropist 
and real estate developer who serves as chairman of 
the Abraham Accords Roundtable and the Golda Meir 
Commemorative Coin Committee in Washington.

NAACP should have 
Israel’s back

Black community ought to stand                   
with the Jewish community

What happens when you 
run an 81-year-old career 
politician with fl agging 
health against a 78-year-

old man-child who last month was 
found guilty of 34 felony charges?

Yup, you guessed it. Americans say 
none of the above.

According to a new poll, a signifi -
cant portion of the American elector-
ate holds unfavorable views of both 
President Biden and former President 

Donald Trump. The group, known as 
“double haters,” has reached its high-
est percentage at this stage in the past 
10 presidential election campaigns.

The latest fi ndings from Pew Re-
search show that the number of “dou-
ble haters” has almost doubled since 
2020 — to 25%. The growing sentiment 
contributes to the anxiety surrounding 
the anticipated rematch between Mr. 
Biden and Mr. Trump, making the 2024 
election one of the most contentious in 
recent memory.

Political analysts believe the elec-
tion’s outcome will largely depend on 
a small but crucial segment of voters 
in key swing states, estimated to be 
around 6%. These voters are expected 
to reluctantly choose between two un-
favorable candidates when November 
arrives.

Adding complexity to the race, 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr.’s third-party 
run could be a factor in several pivotal 
states. Both the Biden and Trump cam-
paigns are keenly aware of his potential 
impact and strategize to counteract his 

Trump
or Biden?

Record number of Americans 
hate both candidates

POLITICALPOLITICACA
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BY JOSEPH CURL

Don’t get thrown off  
course when obstacles 

appear. Take the 
initiative, set the 

course yourself and 
never give up. Trust 
your instincts and 

believe in your ability 
to bounce back. By 

Th anksgiving of that 
year, I was able to 

report to the state that 
incredibly, I was cancer-

free and in complete 
remission. Nine years 

later, I’m grateful 
to say I still am.

ILLUSTRATION BY LINAS GARSYS
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As I stated in my last column, no 
matter which party wins 
this year’s presidential and 
congressional elections, most 

of Washington will be dedicated to tax 
legislation, federal spending and how to 
deal with the debt ceiling.

As such, the Republican Party should 
consider this time 
a once-in-a-genera-
tion opportunity to 
reform the tax code.

In general, tax 
reform and the 
tax code are parts 
of a larger mosaic 
of government policy. Unfortunately, 
when they have power, Republicans 
tend to prioritize ephemeral things such 
as lower taxes, economic growth or 
increased military spending.

In comparison, Democrats prefer 
to make structural changes, expand 

industrial policy or create new cohorts 
of dependencies — think the Aff ordable 
Care Act, the corporate average fl eet ef-
fi ciency standards, known as CAFE, the 
Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 or 
the “investments” in the Infl ation Reduc-
tion Act.

The Republican Party is still, at some 
fundamental level, dominated by those 
who are more interested in the tax code 
or tax guidance emanating from the 
IRS than they are in inducing structural 
changes in the federal government and 
its policies.

The hard truth is that lower tax rates 

or larger exemptions for whatever are 
not institutional or structural reform, 
and neither is economic growth.

With everything on the table next 
year, Republicans have an opportu-
nity to make changes that will endure 
beyond the next round of changes to the 
tax code. To do so, however, they may 

need to temporarily 
shelve some of their 
tax preferences.

For example, 
they could off er to 
leave the tax credits 
for electric vehicles 
in place in exchange 

for repealing CAFE and requiring Con-
gress’ direct instruction before regulat-
ing carbon emissions. Or for that matter, 
they could leave many of the tax credits 
embedded in the Infl ation Reduction Act 
unmolested in exchange for durable and 
meaningful regulatory reform. 

Off er a 10% across-the-
board pay raise for federal 
workers in exchange for 
making hiring, fi ring and 
transferring senior federal 
offi  cials easier and relo-
cating agencies easier. 
Resolve the immigration 
status of those who were 
brought to the U.S. illegally 
as children in exchange for 
making the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act permanent. Statu-
torily relieve student loans 
in exchange for zero net 
growth in federal spend-
ing over the next 10 years.

Trade national school 
choice for the increased 
deduction for state and 
local taxes that the coastal 
Democrats want very 
much. Agree to the child 
tax credit in exchange for 
E-Verify and legitimate 
border security legisla-
tion. Get rid of election 
spending limits in ex-
change for creating trans-
parency in who funds 
what and getting seri-
ous about running guys 
like George Soros out of 
American politics.

You get the idea. Re-
publicans need to experi-
ence a change of heart 
about what might be pos-

sible next year. Restricting tax reform 
and a debt ceiling increase next year 
to the same old, same old conversa-
tions about tax rates and increasingly 
obscure tax provisions that are relevant 
to only a handful of rich dudes and com-
panies is a recipe for failure.

Republicans must meet the moment 
with creativity, resolve and a commit-
ment to work for all Americans.

Michael McKenna is an award-winning 
columnist, a contributing editor to 
The Washington Times, and a co-host 
of the podcast “The Unregulated.”

Tax reform is just part                
of a larger puzzle
Will Republicans meet the moment?
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BY MICHAEL MCKENNA

ILLUSTRATION BY GREG GROESCH

Californians are fed up with the 
crime spree they themselves 
unleashed. The state’s elec-

tions chief last week announced an 
initiative to repeal Proposition 47 will 
appear on the Nov. 5 ballot, off ering 
voters a chance to correct the mistake 
they made a decade ago in granting 
kleptomaniacs a license to pilfer up 
to $950 worth of merchandise on each 
trip to the supermarket or shopping 
mall.

This experiment in coddling crooks 
proved as much a disaster as critics 
at the time had warned. Repeal pro-
ponents had little diffi  culty racking 
up nearly 1 million signatures on the 
petition to qualify for the ballot as 
evidence for its need mounts.

Macy’s, Nordstrom, Target, 
Walmart, Walgreens, Whole Foods 
and 7-Eleven are among the big-name 
operations that have abandoned lo-
cations across the Golden State. 
Although each cites the impact of 
organized shoplifting gangs, lefty 
politicians like San Francisco Mayor 
London Breed can’t bring themselves 
to admit defeat.

She called Walgreens executives 
liars and insisted that crime is actu-
ally down in the City by the Bay. Ms. 
Breed is right that city statistics indi-
cate that crime has dropped. When 
larceny isn’t prosecuted, there’s no 
point in calling the cops — assuming 
they even pick up the phone. Crimes 
that go unreported aren’t included in 
government fi gures.

Anyone shopping in California — 
or any other state with soft-on-crime 
prosecutors — knows something is 
wrong when the toothpaste at CVS 
is locked up as securely as gold at 
Fort Knox.

Violence is also on the rise because 
troublemakers are on the streets in-
stead of in prison. In Oakland, several 

In-N-Out and Taco Bell locations shut 
down indoor dining because, as one 
fast-food employee told a television 
news reporter, “some people some-
times make trouble.”

Proposition 47 contained another, 
lesser-known provision, allowing any-
one to forge “a check, bond, bank bill, 
note, cashier’s check, traveler’s check, 
or money order” as long as the amount 
of the fraudulent fi nancial instrument 
doesn’t exceed $950. Because fencing 
stolen goods falls under the same ex-
emption, building a criminal empire 
has never been easier.

Realizing Democrats are losing 
ground on the issue of crime, Califor-
nia Gov. Gavin Newsom proposed a 
cynical legislative package that “bol-
sters existing law to ensure police 
can arrest suspects of retail theft” — 
except his bill includes a poison-pill 
provision that would nullify those 
changes if voters decide to repeal 
Proposition 47.

The sole purpose of that provision 
is to be able to falsely portray the 
repeal vote as soft on crime in the 
all-important pamphlet explaining 
the ballot measure that’s distributed 
to every voter.

State Assembly Republican leader 
James Gallagher and Senate Minority 
Leader Brian Jones fumed at the dis-
honest tactic. “Unfortunately, Demo-
crat politicians are too prideful to 
admit their mistake with Prop 47, 
and therefore, they continue to deny 
the desperate need for reform,” they 
wrote in a joint statement.

A Berkeley IGS poll two years ago 
found voters favored repeal of Propo-
sition 47 by a 2-1 margin, and the 
margins have likely grown wider since 
then. When one of the most liberal 
states in the nation admits progres-
sive policies don’t work, the rest of 
the country ought to pay attention.

Ending California’s crime wave
Voters have a chance to repeal liberals’ smash-and-grab policy

My father’s battle with end-stage 
renal disease changed our family’s 
life. I cared for him as he endured 
dialysis for two years, showing im-
mense courage. He received two 
transplants, including one of my 
kidneys, but sadly, he passed away.

In his memory, I now advocate 
for kidney patients and am pursu-
ing a master’s degree in physiology 
at Georgetown University. Dialysis 
patients like my father often face 

fi nancial hardships. As a business 
owner, he paid up to $1,400 monthly 
for private insurance to receive bet-
ter treatment options than state 
insurance could provide.

Previously, end-stage renal dis-
ease patients could keep their pri-
vate insurance for 30 months before 
transitioning to Medicare. However, 
a recent Supreme Court decision 
opened the door for private insurers 
to push new dialysis patients off  their 

plans, leading to fewer options and 
more uncovered expenses.

D.C. Delegate Eleanor Holmes 
Norton should support the Restore 
Protections for Dialysis Patients 
Act to ensure 30 months of private 
coverage for new dialysis patients. 
It’s the least we can do for such a 
vulnerable community.

KATE ROAM
Washington

Restore protections for dialysis patients

The president has declared that we 
celebrate LGBTQ during the month 
of June. Count me out.

I am not going to denigrate the 
institution of marriage between a 
man and woman, which has endured 
for thousands of years. I reject and 
am appalled by the grotesque muti-
lation of children’s genitalia. I fi nd 
disgusting the presentation of drag 
queens to children.

It is particularly vexatious that 
my Christian faith is ridiculed by 
ugly presentations of preening and 
cavorting nuns and live theater 
mocking Jesus on the cross. I am 
disturbed that we are witnessing a 
horrifi c phenomenon in our society 
that seeks to abolish the distinction 

of man and woman and to transcend 
the limitations by God and nature. 
This demonic movement reveals a 
striking moral sickness that threat-
ens the values most Americans hold 
dear.

In particular, I am keenly aware 
that the word “evil” is an emotion-
laden term that requires judicious 
use. However, I can’t think of a 
better descriptor for the surgical 
procedures now practiced in several 
hospitals in the United States upon 
the most vulnerable — something 
we euphemistically label restorative 
justice, gender-affirming care or 
harm reduction.

No, the month of June is not the 
time for celebration. Instead, it is 

a time for mourning. The LGBTQ 
rainbow colors of red, orange, yel-
low, green, blue and violet hide the 
blackness of the political left’s goals 
and agenda. Our country is suff ering 
from the grips of evil, and the faster 
we realize this, the better.

In our society, where truth is 
being intentionally veiled by deceit-
ful political smoke, we must take 
a bold stand in the name of faith 
against this false narrative. It is past 
time for America to wake up and 
expose the satanic, poisonous lies 
bombarding us. The truth shall set 
you free.

RON PHIPPS
Annapolis, Maryland 

Mutilation of minors is nothing to cheer

The chaos and violence that took 
place during former President Don-
ald Trump’s term wasn’t caused by 
MAGA supporters. Blaming Mr. 
Trump for that is like saying the 
abused wife upset her husband or 
the rape victim wore provocative 
clothes. The deranged violence and 
riots all came from those who sup-
ported Hillary Clinton. We can ex-
pect more of the same if and when 
Mr. Trump wins another term, so 
be prepared.

We must first never forget 
that appeasing those driven by 

media-generated Trump hatred is 
what is destroying our republic. 
It’s a slippery slope with leftist ac-
tivists throwing a violent tantrum 
every time things don’t go their 
deranged way, followed by incre-
mental changes that eat away at the 
lawful and moral foundations of our 
country.

Unfortunately, those behind 
these riots and demonstrations have 
placed us all in a no-win situation. 
The only way to change the direc-
tion we’re traveling is to stop the 
violence as soon as it starts — but 

doing so will feed into the left’s nar-
rative of Mr. Trump being a fascist 
dictator.

That’s why Mr. Trump will need 
our full and vocal support when 
the time comes to arrest and pros-
ecute violent protesters and those 
who threaten violence. Remaining 
steadfast in our support is our only 
hope for successfully reversing the 
disastrous course set by our current 
leaders.

KATHY DeMAY
Knightdale, North Carolina

Riots, violence belong to political left
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By Mike Davis

S
en. Sheldon White-

house, Rhode Island 
Democrat, has ac-
complished little in 
his Senate career so 
far beyond pub-
licly complaining 
about conservative 

Supreme Court justices and patron-
izing a Whites-only beach club. But 
in the last few years, his conduct has 
gone from merely embarrassing to 
genuinely sinister, as he has threat-
ened justices on pending cases, hoping 
they rule in a way that aligns with his 
worldview.

The Supreme Court shouldn’t 
tolerate Mr. Whitehouse’s nonsense 
and should fi rmly rebuke him for his 
unethical behavior by removing him 
from the Supreme Court Bar.

In the coming days, the court will 
decide two cases of great importance: 
(1) the Fischer case, which concerns 
the “obstruction of an offi  cial proceed-
ing” criminal statute, and (2) former 
President Donald Trump’s presidential 
immunity claim. Both are crucial cases 
to rein in the Biden administration’s 
lawless prosecution of Mr. Trump and 
his supporters.

Unsurprisingly, Mr. Whitehouse, 
along with Sen. Dick Durbin, Illinois 
Democrat, frivolously demanded 
Justice Samuel Alito’s recusal in both 
cases, on an insane basis that Mr. 
Alito’s wife fl ew “controversial” fl ags 
at their residences. In their May 23 
letter to Chief Justice John Roberts 
outlining their recusal demands, they 
also requested an illegal ex parte meet-
ing with the chief justice “as soon as 
possible.”

The letter threatened that the two 
senators would “continue our eff orts to 
enact legislation to resolve this crisis” 
— with this crisis nothing more than 
the Supreme Court serving as the one 
governmental body that doesn’t oper-
ate at the whims of the radical left.

This is not Mr. Whitehouse’s fi rst 
attempt to bully the Supreme Court to 
meet his demands. On Aug. 12, 2019, 
he fi led a “friend of the court” brief 
for himself and four other senators. 
The case, New York State Rifl e and 
Pistol Association v. City of New York, 
concerned a gun ordinance in the Big 
Apple.

Mr. Whitehouse’s brief was a rant 
over how the court is supposedly too 
infl uenced by politics. He cited a poll in 
which a majority supported a proposal 
that the court be “restructured” and 

concluded his brief with a threat: “The 
Supreme Court is not well. And the 
People know it. Perhaps the Court can 
heal itself before the public demands it 
be ‘restructured in order to reduce the 
infl uence of politics.’”

This brief did not come from a 
friend of the Supreme Court, but an 
enemy.

Mr. Whitehouse’s brief in the New 
York case was fl agrantly unethical, 
but his latest letter on May 24 is even 
more troubling. This letter was sent 
to a justice presiding over a pending 

case. Friend of the court briefs are 
posted on the public docket, meaning 
the parties receive notice of the fi lings. 
This communication, which was an 
illegal ex parte letter, is a fancy way of 
describing a note from either a party 
or an outside person to a judge without 
informing the other party’s attorney. 

Mr. Whitehouse did not notify Mr. 
Trump’s or Joseph Fischer’s counsel 
about his letter. The letter explicitly 
demanded Justice Alito’s recusal in 
Mr. Trump’s case, and it implicitly 
demanded recusal in Mr. Fischer’s 
since that case concerns Jan. 6. Parties 
in a case have the authority to seek a 
justice’s recusal, but nonparties such 
as Mr. Whitehouse have none. If 
someone sends a letter to a justice 
about a pending case, the lawyers 
for the parties have a right to know 
about it.   

Supreme Court Rule 8.2 states 
that “the Court may take any appro-
priate disciplinary action against any 
attorney who is admitted to practice 
before it for conduct unbecoming 
a member of the Bar.” Mr. White-
house is a legal thug with a Senate 
seat who, emboldened by the lack 
of sanctions from his 2019 enemy of 
the court brief, is now threatening 
justices about pending criminal cases 
that dramatically aff ect the consti-
tutional rights of pending criminal 
defendants.

Contrary to Mr. Whitehouse’s 
2019 threat, the Supreme Court does 
not need “restructuring” to “heal.”

Instead, the Supreme Court 
should disbar Mr. Whitehouse. His 
unethical conduct is an embarrass-
ment to the legal profession, he is a 
grave danger to the rights of criminal 
defendants, and he is unfi t to practice 
before our nation’s highest court. If Mr. 
Whitehouse wishes to rant to the court 
in another frivolous letter, he should 
have to hire a lawyer.

Mike Davis is the founder and 
president of the Article III Project.

Supreme Court should disbar senator from Rhode Island
Lawmaker repeatedly tries to bully justices to meet his demands

By Cal Th omas

People of a certain age will recall a time 
when, after an election, the losing side 
would usually accept the results and 
initially give support to a new president 

during what was then called the “honeymoon” 
stage.

Richard Nixon conceded to John F. Ken-
nedy in 1960, although he believed the election 
was “stolen” by Kennedy operatives in Cook 
County, Illinois. Al Gore conceded to George 
W. Bush in the razor-close 2000 election. Hill-
ary Clinton conceded in 2016, despite strong 
evidence of election interference by Russia, 
while Donald Trump is still in denial that he 
lost in 2020 by more than 7 million votes.

The days of concession “for the good of the 
country” are gone. Not only is there no honey-
moon, the “divorce” occurs fi rst.

While claiming that Mr. Trump would be a 
“threat to democracy” should he win in Novem-
ber, Democrats and the left are plotting how to 
oppose his every policy, including his plan to 

deport millions of mi-
grants. To Democrats, 
apparently, it doesn’t 
matter if President 
Biden’s margin of vic-
tory is small or large; 
they believe they have 
a standing and per-
petual right to govern, 
even if a majority vote 
is diff erent. Damn the 
voters.

One might argu-
ably conclude that 

such behavior makes them the real threat to 
democracy.

A New York Times story reveals their strat-
egy, including lawsuits to prevent deportations 
and Democratic governors who are stockpiling 
the abortion pill. What is it about Democrats 
and abortion?

Let me see if I have this right. If Mr. Trump 
wins, he will threaten our Constitution, the law, 
the environment and just about everything else. 
We are a constitutional republic, not a pure 
democracy, but since Democrats keep using the 
word, let’s look at its defi nition: “Government 
by the people; a form of government in which 
the supreme power is vested in the people and 
exercised directly by them or by their elected 
agents under a free electoral system.”

Are Democrats saying that if a majority of 
Americans vote for Mr. Trump, a majority of 
electoral votes go to the former president, or 
both, that is not democracy, but if Mr. Biden 
wins, that is democracy? Those are contradic-
tions, aren’t they?

This is the arrogance of the left, which 
believes it has a divine right (if they believed 
in the divine) to rule perpetually regardless of 
the outcome of an election. Yes, we witnessed 
some of the same attitude demonstrated by 
Trump supporters in the attack on the U.S. 
Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. Still, those people, 

many of whom were arrested and sentenced to 
prison, do not seem to be plotting lawsuits and 
other strategies to thwart a second Biden term.

In the not-too-distant past, the losing side 
in an election would lick their wounds, study 
what went wrong, and live to fi ght another 
day. Those days are over. It’s now year-round 
warfare. It is not good for the country, and it 
emboldens our adversaries.

From the Times article: “Steven Cheung, 
a Trump campaign spokesman, denounced 
these eff orts as a way to pre-empt Mr. Trump 
from being able to implement a legitimate 
policy agenda. ‘It’s not surprising Biden and his 
cronies are working overtime to stymie the will 

of the American people after they vote to elect 
President Trump and his America First agenda,’ 
Mr. Cheung said.’ Their devious actions are a 
direct threat to democracy.’”

Whether one is pro- or anti-Trump, Mr. 
Cheung has a point. Elections can’t be legiti-
mate only if your side wins and illegitimate if 
the other side is victorious. That attitude is the 
fastest way to undermine the United States into 
divided states and a perpetually divided people.

Readers may email Cal Thomas at tcaeditors@
tribpub.com. Look for Cal Thomas’ latest book, “A 
Watchman in the Night: What I’ve Seen Over 50 
Years Reporting on America” (HumanixBooks).

Who’s a ‘threat to democracy’?
Democrats’ efforts to thwart a second Trump term

By Daniel Pipes

American friends of Israel tend to 
admire the policies of the Jew-
ish state as heroic and blame 
foreign governments, especially 

their own, when Jerusalem makes errors 
vis-a-vis the Palestinians, notably 1993’s Oslo 
Accords, 2005’s unilateral withdrawal from 
the Gaza Strip, the catastrophe on Oct. 7 and 
the Israeli military’s eight-month failure to 
defeat Hamas.

I beg to diff er. Without defending Wash-
ington’s actions, Israelis make their share of 
mistakes. In particular, their government and 
security establishment tend to be overly reliant 
on technology, prone to short-term fi xes, and 
too conciliatory.

On that last point, although Israel enjoys a 
huge economic and military edge over its Pal-
estinian enemies, Israel’s leaders have, with few 
exceptions, sought to conciliate it rather than 
defeat it. The Jewish state tactically deploys vio-
lence but strategically seeks to end the confl ict 
through a curious combination of enriching and 
placating Palestinians. This approach accounts 
for its current predicament.

Although I am not Israeli, a 55-year witness 
to the heartbreaking mistakes of America’s only 
genuine Middle Eastern ally prompted me to 
develop an alternate paradigm for it, one that 
replaces the postmodern goal of conciliation 
with the traditional one of defeat.

As a historian, I understand that confl icts 
usually end when one side gives up: Think 
the U.S. Civil War, World War II, the Vietnam 
War. Applying this universal insight to the 
Palestinian-Israeli confl ict opens up an exciting 
possibility to resolve the past century’s most 
intractable and emotive clash: The Palestinians 
lose, the fi ghting ends.

To which comes the inevitable retort: 
“Given the many internal and external 
restraints on Israel, how could it possibly 
impose a sense of defeat on West Bankers and 
Gazans?”

My reply, as explained in detail in a just-
published book, “Israel Victory: How Zionists 
Win Acceptance and Palestinians Get Liber-
ated” (Wicked Son), focuses on the Palestinian 
center of gravity, meaning (as defi ned by war 
theorist Carl von Clausewitz), “the essential 
source of ideological and moral strength, 
which, if broken, makes it impossible to con-
tinue the war.”

In this case, that center of gravity lies not 
in the leadership, the militia, the economy, 
the land or religious sanctities, but in hope: 
the hope to destroy Israel and replace it with 
Palestine. Accordingly, Israel’s goal must be 
to extinguish that hope and replace it with 
hopelessness.

Achieving this requires two elements: one 
destructive and one constructive.

Destructive: Israelis and Palestinians 
jointly revile the ruling Palestinian institutions, 
Hamas and the Palestinian Authority, but 
before Oct. 7, neither challenged them. Israel 
preferred the devils it knew, but the Palestinian 
public lacked the strength to defy them.

Oct. 7 changed the calculus. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and many 
other of the country’s political, military and 
intellectual leaders have insistently called for 
the destruction of Hamas, and that should be 
the military’s precise goal, unconstrained by 
the hostages held by Hamas. The Palestinian 
Authority, which confi rmed its moral bank-
ruptcy by endorsing Oct. 7, can be collapsed by 
Jerusalem simply starving it of funds.

Constructive: Ridded of the foul Hamas and 
Palestinian Authority, Israel can then rebuild by 
working with the growing body of Palestinians 
ready to come to terms with Israel’s existence 
and seeking to benefi t from it. This means fi rst, 
constructing administrations in Gaza and the 
West Bank by working directly with moderate 
Palestinians, something Jerusalem has seldom 
tried. Together, these longtime enemies can 
build a decent polity comparable to what is 
found in Egypt or Jordan.

Second, it means supporting the voices 
of moderates and amplifying in Arabic the 
message of Palestinians calling for an end to 
a century of futile anti-Zionist negativity. Ap-
preciating Israel’s elections, rule of law, freedom 
of speech and religion, minority rights, orderly 
political structure, and other benefi ts, they want 
to end futile rejectionism in favor of building 
something positive. 

Experiencing the bitter crucible of defeat, 
ironically, will benefi t Palestinians even more 
than Israelis, allowing them fi nally to emerge 
from a long miasma of nihilism. Finally they 
can develop the polity, economy, society 
and culture worthy of a skilled, dignifi ed and 
ambitious people. Think of them as a min-
iature version of the Germans and Japanese 
in 1945.

But this will happen only if Israel breaks 
with its tradition of conciliation and instead 
seeks victory. Americans should urge this 
shift, but Israelis must ultimately take the 
fateful step that breaks with over a century 
of Zionist history.

Daniel Pipes (DanielPipes.org, @Daniel
Pipes) is president of the Middle East Forum 
and author of “Israel Victory.”

A decent 
Gaza is 
possible

But fi rst, the Palestinians 
must lose
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In the not-too-
distant past, the 
losing side in an 
election would 

lick their wounds, 
study what went 
wrong, and live 
to fi ght another 
day. Th ose days 

are over.
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infl uence.
Either candidate must win over the “dou-

ble haters” to secure victory in the Electoral 
College, especially given the expected narrow 
margins. Both candidates are scrambling to 
do just that.

Earlier this month, Mr. Trump tried to 
mend relationships within the Republican 
Party. His visit to Capitol Hill, where he was 
seen shaking hands with Senate Minority 
Leader Mitch McConnell, a longtime foe, 
aimed to demonstrate GOP unity after the 
divisive primaries.

Moreover, former U.N. Ambassador Nikki 
Haley, who has a substantial following among 
voters skeptical of both candidates, endorsed 
Mr. Trump last month, solidifying his support 
base.

But a recent ABC News/Ipsos poll indi-
cates that 67% of “double haters” believe Mr. 
Trump should end his campaign due to his 
felony convictions, adding another layer of 
unpredictability to the race.

The two candidates will face off  in an 
unusually early presidential debate in a week. 
Mr. Trump will no doubt unleash his vitriol 
on his opponent, who will most likely look 
feeble and confused. Both sides will declare 
victory afterward, and no minds will be 
changed.

Here’s how polarized we are right now: In 
a new NPR/PBS News/Marist poll, Mr. Biden 
and Mr. Trump are tied at 49%. Just 2% of 
registered voters say they are undecided.

According to the poll — which, let’s admit, 
may be way off  — 98% of Americans are 
already done with this race. They’ve made 
their decision.

Sure, all kinds of things might happen in 
the 130-plus days until Election Day, but it 
doesn’t seem to matter. Mr. Biden froze for 
nearly a full minute at a White House event 
and later wandered off  at a G7 meeting in 

Paris (the White House called the videos 
“deepfakes” — they weren’t).

Meanwhile, Mr. Trump faces more trials 
on a slew of charges and will be sentenced 
on July 11 on the nearly three dozen felonies 
he was convicted of committing. But who’s 
counting? His poll numbers barely changed 
after the jury found him guilty, so no one 
seems to care.

Turnout in 2020 was a record: 158.9 mil-
lion, up 15.7% from 2016. Maybe it’ll rise yet 
again.

But look for turnout to plunge: A quarter 
of Americans hate both candidates. Millions 

could well vote against both candidates or not 
even bother to cast a ballot at all.

This race is embarrassing. America has 
nearly 330 million residents. Are an 81-year-
old career politician and a 78-year-old man-
child found guilty of 34 felony charges the 
best candidates we can fi nd?

No wonder the number of “double haters” 
is rising.

Joseph Curl covered the White House and 
politics for a decade for The Washington 
Times. He can be reached at josephcurl@
gmail.com and on X @josephcurl.
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By Andrew P. Napolitano

What if the government is a myth? What if it 
doesn’t produce what we pay it for? What 
if it fails to safeguard our lives, liberties 
and property from its own agents? What 

if nothing changes after these failures and after elec-
tions? What if we’re stuck with it?

What if the National Security Agency — the federal 
government’s 60,000-person domestic spying appa-
ratus — has convinced Congress that it needs to cut 
constitutional corners in order to spy on every person 
in America?

What if Congress has bought that argument and 
enacted a statute that puts a secret court between the 
NSA and its appetite for all electronically transmitted 
data? What if that secret court — the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Court — is supposed to protect 
personal liberty but instead has become a wall behind 
which the NSA can hide and a tool for its insatiable 
spying appetite?

What if the courts have ruled that electronic surveil-
lance constitutes a search and seizure within the meaning 
of the Constitution? What if the Constitution requires 
warrants for searches and seizures and permits only war-
rants that are based on probable cause of crime? What if 
the Constitution requires that all warrants for searches and 
seizures specifi cally describe the place to be searched or 
the person or thing to be seized?

What if the FISA court issues warrants based on a 
lesser standard than probable cause of crime? What if that 
standard is probable cause of speaking with or knowing 
someone who has spoken with a foreign person? What if 
this is such an absurd and loose standard that it violates 
the Constitution, permits spying on anyone and ends up 
protecting no one except the spies who pretend to employ 
it?

What if the NSA has convinced every president since 
George W. Bush that it needs to spy on everyone in Amer-
ica to keep us safe, no matter what the Constitution says? 
What if those presidents have bought that devil’s bargain?

What if NSA spying is really done without any war-
rants? What if this spying captures in real time every 
keystroke on every computer and handheld device — as 
well as the content of every email, text message, telephone 
call and fi ber-optic cable transmission — in the United 
States 24/7?

What if NSA computers have direct and unimpeded 
access to all mainframe computers of all telecommunica-
tions and computer service providers in the U.S.? What if 
the acquisition of all this data is known in the intelligence 
community as bulk surveillance?

What if the Constitution is the supreme law of the 
land? What if the Constitution, requiring warrants based 
on probable cause of crime and specifi cally identifying 
targets, expressly prohibits bulk surveillance? What if 
bulk surveillance is unconstitutional and useless because 
it produces information overload — too much data to sift 
through in a timely manner?

What if the FISA court is a facade? What if one FISA 
court judge signed an order authorizing the NSA to spy on 
all Verizon customers — at the time, all 115 million of them? 
What if that included the White House, Congress, the 
federal courts and the issuing judge himself?

What if Mr. Bush and his successors have unleashed 
the NSA to acquire all communications data about every-
one in America even though it’s obvious that the NSA can-
not possibly sift through it all in a timely enough manner 
to keep us safe?

What if Mr. Bush’s government was asleep at the 
switch on 9/11? What if 3,000 civilians died while the 
government slept? What if the government’s invasions 
of Afghanistan and Iraq were perpetrated to divert our 
attention from its sleeping on 9/11? What if these invasions 
targeted civilians and constituted war crimes?

What if Franklin D. Roosevelt’s government knew of 
the attack on Pearl Harbor before it came? What if it 
looked the other way, knowing that Americans would 
react furiously, and thus, America could enter World 
War II, which Roosevelt desperately wanted? What if 
3,000 sleeping sailors died because the government 
looked the other way? What if looking the other way in 
the face of a certain attack constituted murder?

What if liberty is a personal birthright? What if it 
cannot morally or legally be taken away by the govern-
ment without a guilty verdict by a jury?

What if the genius of the Constitution — if fol-
lowed — is not only its protection of privacy but 
also its requirement that the government confi ne its 
searches and seizures to persons whom it has reason 
to suspect are engaged in criminal activity and about 
whom judges have ratifi ed the government’s evidence 
to support those suspicions? What if the Constitution 
requires the government to leave the rest of us alone?

What if the government is a failure at preserving 
liberty but a champion at stealing it?

What if bulk surveillance is about power and 
control and not about safety? What if the NSA has 
selectively leaked what it knows about some folks for 
political purposes? What if former President Donald 
Trump himself and Michael Flynn, his former national 
security adviser, have been victims of those leaks? What if 
the government’s bulk acquisition of private data makes us 
less free?

What if using intelligence data for political purposes is 
a profound danger to democracy? What if the government 
can’t keep us safe? What if we falsely think that it does 
keep us safe? What if that delusion makes us less safe?

What if exposing the government generates its 
wrath? What if the government hates being caught 
spying and lying? What if it humiliates and frustrates 
and falsely charges and seizes the passports of those it 
dislikes and fears? What if the government dislikes and 
fears our freedoms? What if the government works not 
for us but for itself? What do we do about it?

To learn more about Judge Andrew Napolitano, visit 
https://JudgeNap.com.

What if it’s 
dangerous                

to be right when      
the government          

is wrong?
It’s up to Americans to take action

By Ariel Cohen and James L. Bacchus

C
entral Asia’s abundant ore 
deposits off er essential 
benefi ts to the U.S. and 
its partners in an age of 
escalating competition for 
natural resources, includ-
ing rare-earth and other 
critical minerals. The 

green transition requires a massive supply of 
rare-earth minerals. Lithium and cadmium 
are indispensable to battery power-storage 
technology, while other elements are crucial to 
information technology and aerospace.

U.S. Trade Representative Katherine Tai 
visited Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan from June 
11 through June 14. This was 
the fi rst-ever visit to Central 
Asia by a U.S. trade repre-
sentative. Kazakh-U.S. trade 
is comparatively limited in 
volume — roughly $3.4 billion 
in 2023 — but it has grown 
rapidly, up 32.7% from 2022. 
Kazakhstan is also a major 
source of oil, uranium, gold 
and critical minerals for the 
global market and a market 
for American aircraft and 
machinery. It is also geopoliti-
cally vital.

There is also a seri-
ous policy and legislative 
dimension to Ms. Tai’s visit 
to Kazakhstan. The Jackson-
Vanik amendment, part of the 
1974 Trade Act, was initially 
designed to prevent the U.S. 
from having normal trade 
relations with the Soviet 
Union and other nonmarket 
economies that restricted 
emigration, particularly by 
Soviet Jews.

Despite the collapse of 
the Soviet Union three de-
cades ago, the amendment 
continues to be applied 
to Central Asian coun-
tries such as Kazakhstan. 
Congress seems to be in no 
hurry to bury this legisla-
tive fossil, although legis-
lation to fi x the situation, 
the Kazakhstan Permanent 
Normal Trade Relations 
Act, has been introduced.

The application of U.S. 
sanctions must be transparent and consis-
tent. Since the U.S. recognized Kazakhstan 
as a market economy in 2002 and there 
is free emigration from the former Soviet 
Union, penalties should have been lifted 
from complying 
countries years ago. 
Repealing Jackson-
Vanik would be 
low-hanging fruit, 
and it could trigger 
billions of dol-
lars in trade and 
investment.

Central Asia’s 
location in the heart of Eurasia, bordering Rus-
sia and China and with Iran and Afghanistan 
farther south of the relatively secular region, 
makes it one of the world’s most sensitive 
markets, where Russian, Chinese, European, 
Indian, Middle Eastern and American capital 
and goods swirl in competition.

This could easily be a disastrous situation 
for the host country. Kazakhstan, however, 
has turned it into a benefi t, balancing it 

with Europe, the U.S., Russia and China. 
This multi-vector policy was designed by 
President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev when he 
served as foreign minister in the 1990s.

Kazakhstan’s emphasis on creating a 
favorable environ-
ment for foreign 
investors and 
local entrepre-
neurs has paid 
dividends. It is 
wealthier than 
its neighbors and 
is tied with Italy 
(a G7 country) 

in economic freedom scores. Mr. Tokayev’s 
initiatives to establish a national privatiza-
tion offi  ce, an anti-monopoly and compe-
tition protection agency, and a national 
credit rating agency are only a few recent 
examples. Concurrently, following the idea 
that “a computer will never ask for a bribe,” 
Kazakhstan emulates Estonia’s digitalization 
model by leaning heavily into e-government 
initiatives.

As Central Asia’s largest oil and natural gas 
producer, Kazakhstan helps diversify energy 
supplies for both the U.S. and Europe. Kazakh 
uranium could even provide a reliable alterna-
tive amid disruptions in the global uranium 
market.

China has also recognized Kazakhstan’s 
growing importance and economic movement 
westward. It is no coincidence that China 
launched its Belt and Road Initiative in Ka-
zakhstan in 2013, and it was relaunched there 
last year.

Chinese investment in Kazakhstan has long 
targeted sectors of the Kazakh economy, such 
as nuclear energy, which American corpora-
tions would love to invest in but need more 
U.S. government guarantees and credit. Chinese 

investment has fl ooded the coun-
try, and in doing so, China has 
introduced its own regulatory and 
trade principles, including restric-
tive trade covenants.

Ms. Tai’s visit came at a time 
when America’s protectionist turn 
risks exporting bad industrial poli-
cies and undermining its ability to 
compete economically with China 
in the Global South. Through 
continuous engagement in Cen-
tral Asia, the U.S. is defending its 
national interests in the cradle of 
the Belt and Road Initiative.

In doing so, the United States 
has been wooing Kazakhstan. 
At the U.S.-Central Asia Trade 
Investment Framework Agree-
ment meeting in March 2023, the 
U.S. and the fi ve Central Asian 
states worked out a system for 
refi ning the Generalized System 
of Preferences for Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan. 

The preferences system 
grants favorable trade conces-
sions to geopolitically vital 
smuggling partners to facilitate 
American interests.

This past March, Murat 
Nurtleu, Kazakhstan’s deputy 
prime minister and minister of 
foreign aff airs, visited the U.S. 
and met with Ms. Tai. They pri-
oritized trade relations and food 
security over more intractable 
issues such as U.S. sanctions on 
Russia.

Mr. Nurtleu also discussed 
critical minerals, energy and 
the global methane pledge with 

Secretary of State Antony Blinken. The visit 
also included interaction with Wabtec, a U.S. 
corporation that acquired a General Electric 
subsidiary manufacturing locomotives and 
subsequently announced a $1 billion invest-
ment in the Kazakh transportation and logis-
tics industry in 2023.

Ms. Tai’s recent visit was an important step 
in American presence, competitiveness and 
investment in Central Asia. Congress would 
do well to support this commendable outreach 
and American vital business interests by fi nally 
repealing Jackson-Vanik. 

Ariel Cohen is a nonresident senior fellow at the 
Atlantic Council and managing director of the 
Energy, Growth and Security Program at the 
International Tax and Investment Center. He is 
the author of “Russian Imperialism: Develop-
ment and Crisis.” James L. Bacchus is an adjunct 
scholar at the Cato Institute and a professor of 
global aff airs at the University of Central Flor-
ida. He is also a founder and former chairman of 
the World Trade Organization Appellate Body 
and a former Democratic member of Congress. 

Firming up the 
future of U.S. 

trade with 
Central Asia

Kazakhstan is geopolitically vital, 
a source of minerals

for aircraft, machinery
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Kazakhstan’s emphasis on creating 
a favorable environment for foreign 

investors and local entrepreneurs has 
paid dividends. It is wealthier than its 
neighbors and is tied with Italy (a G7 

country) in economic freedom scores. 
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DOO�WKH�GHWDLOV�
��������������

ZZZ�GHQWDO��SOXV�
FRP�0''&������

*HW�',6+�6DWHOOLWH�79��
,QWHUQHW��)UHH�,QVWDOO�
)UHH�+'�'95�8SJUDGH�
�������2Q�'HPDQG

0RYLHV�
3OXV�/LPLWHG�7LPH�8S�7R
�����,Q�*LIW�&DUGV��&DOO

7RGD\�
��������������

'21$7(�<285
&$5�758&.�59��
/XWKHUDQ�0LVVLRQ
6RFLHW\�RI�0'

&RPSDVVLRQ�3ODFH
PLQLVWULHV�KHOS�ORFDO
�IDPLOLHV�ZLWK�IRRG�
FORWKLQJ��FRXQVHOLQJ�
7D[�GHGXFWLEOH��09$
OLFHQVHG��:�����

������������
ZZZ�&RPSDVVLRQ

3ODFH�RUJ

3UHSDUH�IRU�SRZHU
RXWDJHV�WRGD\�ZLWK�D

*(1(5$&�+RPH�6WDQGE\
*HQHUDWRU��$FW�QRZ�WR
UHFHLYH�D�)5((���<HDU

ZDUUDQW\�ZLWK�TXDOLI\LQJ
SXUFKDVH��&DOO�����������
�����WRGD\�WR�VFKHGXOH�D
IUHH�TXRWH��,WpV�QRW�MXVW�D

JHQHUDWRU�
,WpV�D�SRZHU�PRYH�

(OLPLQDWH�JXWWHU
FOHDQLQJ�IRUHYHU�

/HDI)LOWHU��WKH�PRVW
DGYDQFHG�GHEULV�
EORFNLQJ�JXWWHU

SURWHFWLRQ��6FKHGXOH
D�)5((�/HDI)LOWHU

HVWLPDWH�WRGD\�����
RII�(QWLUH�3XUFKDVH�
����6HQLRU�	�0LOLWDU\

'LVFRXQWV�
&DOO���������������

/HW�WKH�0XOWLPHGLD
6SHFLDOLVWV�RI�0''&
$G�6HUYLFHV�KHOS�\RX

LQ�JURZLQJ�\RXU
EXVLQHVV�DQG

LQFUHDVLQJ�\RXU
FXVWRPHU�EDVH��&$//
72'$<�DW���������
0''&��([W����DQG

VWDUW�VHHLQJ�UHVXOWV
12:�

%HFRPH�D�3XEOLVKHG
$XWKRU�

:H�ZDQW�WR�5HDG
<RXU�%RRN�

'RUUDQFH�3XEOLVKLQJ�
7UXVWHG

E\�$XWKRUV�6LQFH
�����

%RRN�PDQXVFULSW
VXEPLVVLRQV

FXUUHQWO\�EHLQJ
UHYLHZHG�

&RPSUHKHQVLYH
6HUYLFHV�

&RQVXOWDWLRQ�
3URGXFWLRQ�

3URPRWLRQ�DQG
'LVWULEXWLRQ�

&DOO�IRU
<RXU�)UHH�$XWKRUCV

*XLGH
���������������RU

YLVLW
GRUUDQFHLQIR�FRP�

YDSUHVV

6DYH�ORDGV�RI�PRQH\
ZLWK�\RXU�DGYHUWLVLQJ
EXGJHWV��&211(&7
ZLWK�WKH�0XOWLPHGLD
6SHFLDOLVWV�RI�0''&
$G�6HUYLFHV��([SDQG
\RXU�EUDQG
V�UHDFK�LQ
RXU�%XON�$GYHUWLVLQJ

1HWZRUN���&$//
72'$<��:LWK�RQH

FDOO��RQH�SODFHPHQW�
RQH�ELOO��\RX
OO�UHDFK

RYHU����������
UHDGHUV�LQ�WKH�HQWLUH
0LG�$WODQWLF�UHJLRQ�
&DOO���������0''&�

([W����RU�HPDLO
NEHUULHU#PGGFSUHVV�

FRP�

Business & Offi  ce 
Services

,QFUHDVH�WKH�GLJLWDO
SUHVHQFH�RI�\RXU
EXVLQHVV��&RQWDFW

0''&�$G�6HUYLFHV�WR
UHFHLYH�D�)5((�'LJLWDO

)RRWSULQW
&RQVXOWDWLRQ�IRU�\RXU
EXVLQHVV�IURP�D�723

3(5)250,1*
DGYHUWLVLQJ�DJHQF\�
&DOO���������0''&�
([W�����ZZZ�PGGF
DGVHUYLFHV�FRP�

Electrical Services
*HW�%RRVW�,QILQLWH�
8QOLPLWHG�7DON�

�7H[W�DQG�'DWD�)RU
-XVW�����PR�

7KH�3RZHU�2I����*
1HWZRUNV��2QH�/RZ

3ULFH�
&DOO�7RGD\�DQG�*HW
7KH�/DWHVW�L3KRQH
�(YHU\�<HDU�2Q�8V�
���������������

Electrical Services
6ZLWFK�DQG�VDYH�XS

WR
�����\HDU�RQ�\RXU

WDON�
WH[W�DQG�GDWD�

1R�FRQWUDFW�DQG�QR
KLGGHQ

IHHV��8QOLPLWHG�WDON
DQG�WH[W�ZLWK

IOH[LEOH�GDWD�SODQV�
3UHPLXP�QDWLRQZLGH

FRYHUDJH�
�����8�6��EDVHG
FXVWRPHU�VHUYLFH�

)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
FDOO

��������������

Home Improvement
7KH�EDWKURRP�RI�\RXU
GUHDPV�LQ�DV�OLWWOH�DV��
GD\��/LPLWHG�7LPH�2IIHU

��������RII�RU�1R
3D\PHQWV�DQG�1R

,QWHUHVW�IRU����PRQWKV
IRU�FXVWRPHUV�ZKR
TXDOLI\��%&,�%DWK�	

6KRZHU��0DQ\�RSWLRQV
DYDLODEOH��4XDOLW\

PDWHULDOV�	
SURIHVVLRQDO

LQVWDOODWLRQ��6HQLRU�	
0LOLWDU\�'LVFRXQWV

$YDLODEOH��&DOO�7RGD\����
������������

(OLPLQDWH�JXWWHU
FOHDQLQJ�IRUHYHU�

/HDI)LOWHU��WKH�PRVW
DGYDQFHG�GHEULV�
EORFNLQJ�JXWWHU

SURWHFWLRQ�
6FKHGXOH�D�)5((

/HDI)LOWHU�HVWLPDWH
WRGD\�

����RII�(QWLUH
3XUFKDVH�

3OXV�����6HQLRU�	
0LOLWDU\�'LVFRXQWV�
�&DOO���������������

3UHSDUH�IRU�SRZHU
RXWDJHV�WRGD\�ZLWK�D

*HQHUDF�+RPH
6WDQGE\�*HQHUDWRU�
$FW�QRZ�WR�UHFHLYH�D

)5((���<HDU
ZDUUDQW\�ZLWK

TXDOLI\LQJ�SXUFKDVH�
&DOO���������������
WRGD\�WR�VFKHGXOH�D

IUHH�TXRWH�
,WpV�QRW�MXVW�D

JHQHUDWRU��,WpV�D
SRZHU�PRYH�

5HSODFH�\RXU�URRI
ZLWK�WKH�EHVW

ORRNLQJ�DQG�ORQJHVW
ODVWLQJ�PDWHULDO�t
VWHHO�IURP�(ULH
0HWDO�5RRIV�

7KUHH�VW\OHV�DQG
PXOWLSOH�FRORUV

DYDLODEOH�
*XDUDQWHHG�WR�ODVW�D

OLIHWLPH�
/LPLWHG�7LPH�2IIHU��
�����'LVFRXQW��

$GGLWLRQDO�����RII
LQVWDOO

�IRU�PLOLWDU\��KHDOWK
ZRUNHUV�	��VW
UHVSRQGHUV��
&DOO�(ULH�0HWDO

5RRIV�
��������������

6DIH�6WHS��1RUWK
$PHULFDpV����:DON�

,Q�7XE�
&RPSUHKHQVLYH

OLIHWLPH�ZDUUDQW\�
7RS�RI�WKH�OLQH
LQVWDOODWLRQ�DQG

VHUYLFH�
1RZ�IHDWXULQJ�RXU

)5((�VKRZHU
SDFNDJH�DQG������
2II�IRU�D�OLPLWHG
WLPH��&DOO�WRGD\�

)LQDQFLQJ�DYDLODEOH�
&DOO�6DIH�6WHS
��������������

9LQ\O�5HSODFHPHQW
:LQGRZV�,QVWDOOHG�
6WDUWLQJ�DW�����

&DOO��������������IRU
0RUH

'HWDLOV��5RQQLH
-HQNLQV�,,

:LQGRZV��6LGLQJ�
5RRILQJ�DQG�*XWWHUV�

)5((�(VWLPDWHV�
&DOO�������������
IRU�0RUH�'HWDLOV�
$PHULFDQ�0DGH

3URGXFWV�

Legal Services
',925&(�

8QFRQWHVWHG�
���������FRXUW�FRVW�
:,//6����������1R
FRXUW�DSSHDUDQFH�

(VWLPDWHG�FRPSOHWLRQ
WLPH�WZHQW\�RQH

GD\V�
+LOWRQ�2OLYHU�

$WWRUQH\��)DFHERRN��
�������������

6H�+DEOD�(VSDQRO�
%%%�0HPEHU�

KWWSV���KLOWRQROLYHU
DWWRUQH\YD�FRP�

Medical Services
'(17$/�,1685$1&(
IURP�3K\VLFLDQV

0XWXDO
,QVXUDQFH�&RPSDQ\�
&RYHUDJH�IRU����

SOXV�SURFHGXUHV��5HDO
GHQWDO�LQVXUDQFH��
127�MXVW�D�GLVFRXQW

SODQ�
'R�QRW�ZDLW�
&DOO�QRZ�

*HW�\RXU�)5((�'HQWDO
,QIRUPDWLRQ

.LW�ZLWK�DOO�WKH
GHWDLOV�

��������������
ZZZ�GHQWDO
��SOXV�FRP

�YLUJLQLD������

3RUWDEOH�2[\JHQ
&RQFHQWUDWRU

0D\�%H�&RYHUHG�E\
0HGLFDUH�
5HFODLP

LQGHSHQGHQFH
DQG�PRELOLW\�ZLWK�WKH

FRPSDFW
GHVLJQ�DQG�ORQJ�
ODVWLQJ�EDWWHU\�RI

,QRJHQ�2QH�
)UHH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�NLW�
&DOO�������������

Pet Services
:KHQ�YHWHULQDU\�FDUH

LV�XQDYDLODEOH�RU
XQDIIRUGDEOH��DVN�IRU
+DSS\�-DFN��DQLPDO
KHDOWKFDUH�SURGXFWV
IRU�FDWV��GRJV��	
KRUVHV��$W�7UDFWRU
6XSSO\��	�6RXWKHUQ

6WDWHV�
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0RQWJRPHU\ �&RXQW\� �0'��WKH �q&RXQW\r� �DQG �WKH
6HQHFD�&HQWHU�,,� �//&��q/DQGORUGr��HQWHUHG�LQWR�D
/HDVH �$JUHHPHQW �IRU �WKH �&RXQW\ �WR �OHDVH �DQ
DGGLWLRQDO�������VI�RI�VSDFH��q([SDQVLRQ�3UHPLVHVr�
DQG�WR�H[WHQG�WKH�/HDVH�IRU�WKH��������VI�WKDW�WKH
&RXQW\pV �%RDUG �RI �(OHFWLRQV ��q%2(r� �FXUUHQWO\
RFFXSLHV�ZKLFK�LV�ORFDWHG�DW�������1��)UHGHULFN�$YH��
*DLWKHUVEXUJ��0'��WKH�q%XLOGLQJr���7KH�/HDVH�7HUP
ZLOO�EH�H[WHQGHG�IRU�ERWK�/HDVHV�DQG�ZLOO�H[SLUH�-XQH
��� ����� ��WKH �q�QG �([WHQGHG �7HUPr�� �7KH ��QG
([WHQGHG�7HUPpV �%DVH�5HQW �VKDOO �EH �HTXDO �WR �WKH
%DVH �5HQW �SD\DEOH �GXULQJ �WKH �LPPHGLDWHO\
SUHFHGLQJ�/HDVH�<HDU�DQG�VKDOO �EH�LQFUHDVHG�WZR
SHUFHQW ����� �DQQXDOO\� �7KH �%DVH �5HQW �IRU �WKH
([SDQVLRQ�3UHPLVHV�VKDOO�EH�DEDWHG�IRU�WKH�ILUVW�ILYH
����PRQWKV�RI�WKH��QG�([WHQGHG�7HUP��7KH�/DQGORUG
ZLOO �SHUIRUP �WKH �7HQDQW �,PSURYHPHQWV �IRU �WKH
([SDQVLRQ �3UHPLVHV �DV �VHW �IRUWK �LQ �D �PXWXDOO\
DJUHHG�WR�6SDFH�3ODQ��7KH�SUHOLPLQDU\�FRVW�HVWLPDWH
IRU �WKH �EXLOG �RXW �LV ���������� �7KH �&RXQW\ �DQG
/DQGORUG �DJUHH �WR �VSOLW �WKH �FRVWV �RI �WKH �7HQDQW
,PSURYHPHQWV� �)RU �DGGLWLRQDO �LQIRUPDWLRQ �RU �WR
FRPPHQW� �SOHDVH �FRQWDFW �0RQWJRPHU\ �&RXQW\�
'HSDUWPHQW �RI �*HQHUDO �6HUYLFHV� �2IILFH �RI �5HDO
(VWDWH� ���� �0RQURH �6WUHHW ��WK �IORRU� �5RFNYLOOH�
0DU\ODQG��������$WWHQWLRQ��%ULDQ�'RQRKXH�����������
����� �&RPPHQWV �PXVW �EH �UHFHLYHG �QR �ODWHU �WKDQ
-XO\ ���� ������

-XQH������������
-XO\��������
$G������
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6+$:1�/��:,//,6��(7�$/�
�����'HIHQGDQW

7KHUH �LV �QRZ �SHQGLQJ �EHIRUH �WKH �'LVWULFW �RI
&ROXPELD �6XSHULRU �&RXUW �D �FLYL O �DFWLRQ�
FDVH�QXPEHU������&$%��������VHHNLQJ�WR�DIIHFW
WLWOH�WR�WKH�SURSHUW\�QRZ�RU�IRUPHUO\�RZQHG�E\
WKH �'HIHQGDQW �0DULD �/� �:LOOLV� �ORFDWHG �DW
���� �$PHV �6W�� �1(� �:DVKLQJWRQ� �'�&� �������
$�FRS\�RI�WKH�DFWLRQ�LV�DYDLODEOH�LQ�WKH�&OHUN
V
RIILFH�RI�WKH�&RXUW��$�ZULWWHQ�DQVZHU��LQFOXGLQJ
DQ\�FODLPV�RU�GHIHQVHV��PXVW�EH�ILOHG�ZLWK�WKH
'LVWULFW�RI�&ROXPELD�6XSHULRU�&RXUW�&LYLO�%UDQFK�
��� � ,QGLDQD �$YHQXH� �1:� �:DVKLQJWRQ�
'�&� ������� �RQ �RU �EHIRUH �WKH ��WK �GD\ �RI
6HSWHPEHU ������

-XQH������������
-XO\��������
$G������

127,&(

0RQWJRPHU\� �&RXQW\� �0DU\ODQG ��q&RXQW\r� �DQG
(%�&ODUNVEXUJ��//&��q/DQGORUGr��LQWHQG�RQ�UHQHZLQJ
D �OHDVH ��q/HDVHr� �E\ �ZKLFK �WKH �&RXQW\ �OHDVHV
DSSUR[LPDWHO\�������UHQWDEOH�VTXDUH�IHHW�RI�VSDFH�LQ
6XLWH������q3UHPLVHVr��ORFDWHG�DW�%XLOGLQJ���������
*DWHZD\�&HQWHU�'ULYH��&ODUNVEXUJ��0DU\ODQG��7KH
/HDVH�7HUP�H[WHQVLRQ�VKDOO�EH�IRU�D�SHULRG�RI�RQH
��� �\HDU �DQG �VKDOO �H[SLUH �RQ �0D\ ���� ������ �7KH
$QQXDO�%DVH�5HQW�IRU�WKH�3UHPLVHV�VKDOO�EH�������
SVI��WULSOH�QHW��7KH�&RXQW\�VKDOO�DFFHSW�WKH�3UHPLVHV
LQ�LWV�qDVLVr�FRQGLWLRQ��7KH�&RXQW\�VKDOO�XWLOL]H�WKH
3UHPLVHV �IRU �D �I LUH �VWDWLRQ� �)RU �DGGLWLRQDO
LQIRUPDWLRQ �RU �WR �FRPPHQW� �SOHDVH �FRQWDFW
0RQWJRPHU\ �&RXQW\� �'HSDUWPHQW �RI �*HQHUDO
6HUYLFHV��2IILFH�RI�5HDO�(VWDWH������0RQURH�6WUHHW
�WK�IORRU��5RFNYLOOH��0DU\ODQG��������$WWHQWLRQ��%ULDQ
'RQRKXH ������ ����� ������ �&RPPHQWV �PXVW �EH
UHFHLYHG �QR �ODWHU �WKDQ �-XO\ ���� ������

-XQH������������
-XO\��������
$G������

/(*$/�127,&(

1RWLFH�LV�KHUHE\�JLYHQ�WKDW�=HQGDEOH�&DUGV��//&�ZLWK
D�EXVLQHVV�DGGUHVV�RI�����:HVW���WK�6WUHHW��6SDFHV
6XLWH������1HZ�<RUN��1<��������KDV�PDGH�DSSOLFDWLRQ
WR�HQJDJH�LQ�WKH�EXVLQHVV�RI�ORDQLQJ�PRQH\�IRU�WKH
OLFHQVH�\HDU�HQGLQJ�'HFHPEHU�����������DV�SURYLGHG
E\�WKH�$FW�RI�&RQJUHVV��DSSURYHG�)HEUXDU\����������
$Q\RQH�GHVLULQJ�WR�SURWHVW�DJDLQVW�WKH�LVVXDQFH�RI
WKLV �O LFHQVH �VKRXOG �GR �VR �LQ �ZULWLQJ �WR �WKH
&RPPLVVLRQHU �RI �WKH �'HSDUWPHQW �RI �,QVXUDQFH�
6HFXULWLHV�DQG�%DQNLQJ�������)LUVW�6WUHHW��1(��6XLWH
���� �:DVKLQJWRQ� �'& ������� � LQ �WKH �PDQQHU
SUHVFULEHG �E\ �VDLG �$FW� �6HH �'& �&RGH �7LWOH ����
&KDSWHU �� �DQG ��� �'&05 ���

-XQH����������������������
$G������

Legal Notices

6XSHULRU�&RXUW�RI�WKH�'LVWULFW�RI�&ROXPELD

',675,&7�2)�&2/80%,$�&28576
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7ZR �DGGLWLRQDO �YDFDQFLHV �LQ �WKH �2IILFH �RI �WKH
0DJLVWUDWH �-XGJHV �LQ �WKH �6XSHULRU �&RXUW �RI �WKH
'LVWULFW �RI �&ROXPELD �DUH �DQWLFLSDWHG� �7KH �QHZ
0DJLVWUDWH�-XGJHV�ZLOO�EH�DSSRLQWHG�WR�VHUYH�IRXU�
\HDU�WHUPV�LQ�WKH�6XSHULRU�&RXUW�RI�WKH�'LVWULFW�RI
&ROXPELD��2QH�RI�WKH�VXFFHVVIXO�DSSOLFDQWV�ZLOO�EH
DVVLJQHG�WR�WKH�)DPLO\�&RXUW�DQG�WKH�RWKHU�WR�WKH
&ULPLQDO�'LYLVLRQ�RI�WKH�6XSHULRU�&RXUW�EDVHG�RQ�WKH
DQWLFLSDWHG �QHHGV �RI �WKH �FRXUW �DW �WKH �WLPH �WKH
SRVLWLRQV�DUH�ILOOHG��,I�DQ�DSSOLFDQW�LV�DVVLJQHG�WR�WKH
)DPLO\�&RXUW��WKH�GXWLHV�RI�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�ZLOO�LQFOXGH
WKH�IROORZLQJ��FRQGXFW�KHDULQJV��PDNH�ILQGLQJV�DQG
HQWHU �LQWHULP �DQG �ILQDO �RUGHUV �RU �MXGJPHQWV �LQ
XQFRQWHVWHG�RU�FRQWHVWHG�SURFHHGLQJV�ZLWKLQ�WKH
MXULVGLFWLRQ�RI�WKH�)DPLO\�&RXUW�DQG�WKH�'RPHVWLF
9LROHQFH�8QLW�RI�WKH�6XSHULRU�&RXUW��H[FOXGLQJ�MXU\
WULDOV�DQG�WULDOV�RI�IHORQ\�FDVHV��,I �DQ�DSSOLFDQW�LV
DVVLJQHG�WR�RWKHU�'LYLVLRQV�RI�WKH�6XSHULRU�&RXUW�
WKH�GXWLHV�RI�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�ZLOO�LQFOXGH�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
FRQGXFWLQJ �SUHOLPLQDU\ �SURFHHGLQJV �LQ �FULPLQDO
FDVHV ��H�J�� �ERQG �KHDULQJV� �LQLWLDO �SUREDWLRQ
UHYRFDWLRQ�KHDULQJV��DQG�SUHOLPLQDU\�KHDULQJV��DQG
SUHVLGLQJ �RYHU �FHUWDLQ �FLYLO �QRQ�MXU\ �WULDOV� �7KH
FXUUHQW �VDODU\ �IRU �WKLV �SRVLWLRQ �LV ��������� �SHU
DQQXP�

7R�EH�TXDOLILHG�IRU�DSSRLQWPHQW��DQ�DSSOLFDQW�PXVW�

�����EH�D�FLWL]HQ�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�

�����EH�DQ�DFWLYH�PHPEHU�LQ�JRRG�VWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH
XQLILHG�'LVWULFW�RI�&ROXPELD�%DU�

�����IRU�ILYH�����\HDUV�LPPHGLDWHO\�SUHFHGLQJ
DSSRLQWPHQW��KDYH�EHHQ�HQJDJHG�LQ�WKH�DFWLYH
SUDFWLFH�RI�ODZ�LQ�WKH�'LVWULFW�RI�&ROXPELD��RU
RQ�WKH�IDFXOW\�RI�D�ODZ�VFKRRO�LQ�WKH�'LVWULFW�RI
&ROXPELD��RU�HPSOR\HG�DV�D�ODZ\HU�E\�WKH
'LVWULFW�RI�&ROXPELD�RU�8QLWHG�6WDWHV
*RYHUQPHQW��RU�DQ\�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�WKH
IRUHJRLQJ��DQG�IRU�DSSOLFDQWV�WR�WKH�)DPLO\
&RXUW��DW�OHDVW�WKUHH�����\HDUV�RI�WUDLQLQJ�RU
H[SHULHQFH�LQ�WKH�SUDFWLFH�RI�IDPLO\�ODZ�DV�D
ODZ\HU�RU�MXGLFLDO�RIILFHU�

�����EH�D�ERQD�ILGH�UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�'LVWULFW�RI
&ROXPELD�DQG�KDYH�PDLQWDLQHG�DQ�DFWXDO�SODFH�RI
DERGH�LQ�WKH�'LVWULFW�IRU�DW�OHDVW�QLQHW\������GD\V
LPPHGLDWHO\�SULRU�WR�DSSRLQWPHQW�DQG�UHWDLQ�VXFK
UHVLGHQF\�GXULQJ�VHUYLFH�DV�0DJLVWUDWH�-XGJH��'�&�
&RGH������������F�����

25��,1�7+(�$/7(51$7,9(��)25�)$0,/<�&2857
$33/,&$176�

EH�D�ERQD�ILGH�UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�DUHDV�FRQVLVWLQJ�RI
0RQWJRPHU\�DQG�3ULQFH�*HRUJHpV�&RXQWLHV�LQ
0DU\ODQG��$UOLQJWRQ�DQG�)DLUID[�&RXQWLHV��DQG�WKH
&LW\�RI�$OH[DQGULD�LQ�9LUJLQLD��KDYH�PDLQWDLQHG�DQ
DFWXDO�SODFH�RI�DERGH�LQ�VXFK�DUHD��RU�WKH�'LVWULFW�RI
&ROXPELD�IRU�DW�OHDVW�ILYH�����\HDUV�SULRU�WR
DSSRLQWPHQW��DQG�FHUWLI\�WKDW�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�ZLOO
EHFRPH�D�ERQD�ILGH�UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�'LVWULFW�RI
&ROXPELD�QRW�ODWHU�WKDQ�QLQHW\������GD\V�DIWHU
DSSRLQWPHQW��'�&��&RGH����������$��E�����$��%��

�����EH�FRPSHWHQW�WR�SHUIRUP�WKH�GXWLHV�RI�WKH�RIILFH
DQG�EH�RI�JRRG�PRUDO�FKDUDFWHU��DQG

�����PDNH�IRUPDO�DSSOLFDWLRQ�WR�WKH�FRXUW�IRU�WKH
SRVLWLRQ�

$Q �$GYLVRU\ �0HULW �6HOHFWLRQ �3DQHO ��q3DQHOr�
FRPSRVHG �RI �ODZ\HUV �DQG �RWKHU �PHPEHUV �RI �WKH
FRPPXQLW\ �KDV�EHHQ�HVWDEOLVKHG�E\�WKH�&RXUW �WR
DVVLVW �WKH �%RDUG �RI �-XGJHV �LQ �LGHQWLI\LQJ �DQG
UHFRPPHQGLQJ�SHUVRQV�ZKR�DUH�EHVW�TXDOLILHG�WR�ILOO
WKH�SRVLWLRQ�RI�0DJLVWUDWH�-XGJH��7KH�&RPPLWWHH�RQ
WKH �6HOHFWLRQ �DQG �7HQXUH �RI �0DJLVWUDWH �-XGJHV
�q&RPPLWWHHr�� �FRPSULVHG�RI�$VVRFLDWH�-XGJHV�RI
WKH�6XSHULRU �&RXUW� �ZLOO �DOVR�UHFRPPHQG�SHUVRQV
ZKR �DUH �EHVW �TXDOLILHG �WR �VHUYH �DV �D �0DJLVWUDWH
-XGJH� �7KH�&KLHI�-XGJH�VKDOO �FRQVLGHU�DOO �SHUVRQV
UHFRPPHQGHG�E\�WKH�3DQHO�DQG�WKH�&RPPLWWHH�DQG
PD\�FRQVLGHU�RWKHU�TXDOLILHG�DSSOLFDQWV��$IWHU�WKH
FORVLQJ �GDWH �IRU �VXEPLWWLQJ �DSSOLFDWLRQV �DQG
FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�EDFNJURXQG�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV��WKH�&KLHI
-XGJH�VKDOO �QRPLQDWH�DQG� �ZLWK�WKH�DSSURYDO �RI �D
PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�VLWWLQJ�MXGJHV�RI�WKH�&RXUW��DSSRLQW�D
QHZ�0DJLVWUDWH�-XGJH�

$33/,&$7,21� �$SSOLFDWLRQ �IRUPV�IRU �WKH �SRVLWLRQ
PD\�EH�REWDLQHG�RQOLQH�RQ�WKH�'�&��&RXUWV�+XPDQ
5HVRXUFHV�'LYLVLRQ�ZHEVLWH��7KH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�PXVW�EH
DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�WKH�DSSOLFDQWpV�UHVXPH��D�VLJQHG
DQG �QRWDU L]HG �q$XWKRU L]DW LRQ � WR �5H OHDVH
,QIRUPDWLRQ� �DQG �D �WD[ �IRUP ������� �7KH �HQWLUH
DSSOLFDWLRQ�SDFNDJH��WKH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�IRUP��WKH�WD[
IRUP��������WKH�5HVXPH��DQG�WKH�$XWKRUL]DWLRQ�WR
5HOHDVH � ,QIRUPDW LRQ� �PXVW �EH �VXEPLW WHG
HOHFWURQLFDOO\ �RQ�RU �EHIRUH �WKH �FORVH �RI �EXVLQHVV
RQ �-XO\ ��WK� ������ �WR �-XGJH �0LFKDHO �2p.HHIH�
&KDLU� �&RPPLWWHH�RQ�WKH�6HOHFWLRQ�DQG�7HQXUH�RI
0DJLVWUDWH�-XGJHV�#�0DJLVWUDWH-XGJH&RPPLWWHH#
GFVF�JRY� �(DFK �RI �WKH �DERYH �IRUPV �VKRXOG �EH
VFDQQHG�DV�VHSDUDWH�GRFXPHQWV��,I�DQ�DSSOLFDQW�KDV
VXEPLWWHG�DQ�DSSOLFDWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�SDVW����PRQWKV�
WKHUH �LV �QR �QHHG �WR �UHDSSO\� �3OHDVH �FRQWDFW
0DJLVWUDWH-XGJH&RPPLWWHH#GFVF�JRY�DQG�LQGLFDWH
LQ�ZULWLQJ�WKDW�\RX�ZLVK�WR�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�IRU�WKHVH
SRVLWLRQV�

7KH �&RPPLWWHH �GRHV �QRW �UHTXLUH �OHWWHUV �RI
UHFRPPHQGDW LRQ � � O H W WH UV �R I � VXSSRU W � � R U
HQGRUVHPHQWV� �EXW�ZLOO �DFFHSW�WKHP��6XFK�OHWWHUV
PXVW �EH �UHFHLYHG �E\ �WKH �&RPPLWWHH �YLD �HPDLO �WR
0DJLV W UD WH -XGJH&RPPL W WHH#GFVF �JRY �E\
-X O\ � �� � � ���� �

,W �LV �WKH �SROLF\ �DQG �SUDFWLFH �RI �WKH �'LVWULFW �RI
&ROXPELD �&RXUWV �WR �KLUH �DQG�SURPRWH �HPSOR\HHV
EDVHG�XSRQ�TXDOLILFDWLRQV�DQG�PHULW�RQO\��ZLWKRXW
UHJDUG�WR�UDFH��FRORU��UHOLJLRQ��VH[��DJH��GLVDELOLWLHV�
QDWLRQDO�RULJLQ��PDULWDO�VWDWXV��SHUVRQDO�DSSHDUDQFH�
VH[XDO �RULHQWDWLRQ� � IDPLO\ �UHVSRQVLEL O L W LHV�
PDWULFXODWLRQ��SROLWLFDO�DIILOLDWLRQ��VRXUFH�RI�LQFRPH�
RU�SODFH�RI�UHVLGHQFH�RU�EXVLQHVV�

-XQH������������
$G������
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/DNHYLHZ�/RDQ�6HUYLFLQJ��//&
�����3ODLQWLII
������������������������YHUVXV��������������&DVH�1R�������&$%�������

(VWDWH�RI�$UWKXU�:��6WDQOH\�F�R
7LIIDQ\�3RLQWHU��3HUVRQDO�5HSUHVHQWDWLYH
�����'HIHQGDQW

7KHUH �LV �QRZ �SHQGLQJ �EHIRUH �WKH �'LVWULFW �RI
&ROXPELD �6XSHULRU �&RXUW �D �FLYLO �DFWLRQ� �FDVH
QXPEHU������&$%��������VHHNLQJ�WR�DIIHFW�WLWOH
WR�WKH�SURSHUW\�QRZ�RU�IRUPHUO\�RZQHG�E\�WKH
'HIHQGDQW �(VWDWH �RI �$UWKXU �:� �6WDQOH\ �F�R
7LIIDQ\ �3RUWHU �DV �3HUVRQDO �5HSUHVHQWDWLYH�
ORFDWHG �DW ��� �+DOOH\ �3ODFH �6( �$SW �����
:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&���������$�FRS\�RI�WKH�DFWLRQ�LV
DYDLODEOH �LQ �WKH �&OHUN
V �RIILFH �RI �WKH �&RXUW� �$
ZULWWHQ �DQVZHU� �LQFOXGLQJ �DQ\ �FODLPV �RU
GHIHQVHV� �PXVW �EH �ILOHG �ZLWK �WKH �'LVWULFW �RI
&ROXPELD �6XSHULRU �&RXUW �&LYLO �%UDQFK� ����
,QGLDQD�$YHQXH��1:��:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&���������RQ
RU�EHIRUH�WKH��QG�GD\�RI�$XJXVW������

-XQH��������������
$G������

7KHUH�LV�QRZ�SHQGLQJ�EHIRUH�WKH�'LVWULFW
RI �&ROXPELD �6XSHULRU �&RXUW �D �FLYLO
DFWLRQ� �FDVH �QXPEHU ������&$%�������
VHHNLQJ �WR �DIIHFW �WLWOH �WR �WKH �SURSHUW\
QRZ �RU � IRUPHU O\ �RZQHG �E\ � WKH
'HIHQGDQW �0DULH �&KDQWDO �0HVVLHU�
ORFDWHG�DW�������WK�6W���6(��:DVKLQJWRQ�
'& ������� �$$ �FRS\ �RI �WKH �DFWLRQ �LV
DYDLODEOH �LQ �WKH �&OHUN
V �RIILFH �RI �WKH
&RXUW��$�ZULWWHQ�DQVZHU��LQFOXGLQJ�DQ\
FODLPV�RU�GHIHQVHV� �PXVW�EH�ILOHG�ZLWK
WKH�'LVWULFW�RI�&ROXPELD�6XSHULRU�&RXUW
&LYLO �%UDQFK� ���� �,QGLDQD�$YHQXH� �1:�
:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&���������RQ�RU�EHIRUH�WKH
��WK�GD\�RI�-XO\������

5XQ�'DWHV��-XQH��WK������
-XQH���WK������
-XQH���WK������

�$'������
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1HWZRUN�5HPHGLDWLRQ�,PSOHPHQWDWLRQ�6XSSRUW

7KH �&DUORV �5RVDULR �,QWHUQDWLRQDO �3XEOLF �&KDUWHU
6FKRRO�LV�ORRNLQJ�IRU�SURSRVDOV�WR�UHSODFH�QR�ODWHU
WKDQ �6HSWHPEHU ��� ����� �WKH �H[LVWLQJ �QHWZRUN
LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�VZLWFKHV�DQG�ZLUHOHVV�DFFHVV�SRLQWV
�:$3� �ZLWK �QHZ �VZLWFKHV �DQG �ZLUHOHVV �DFFHVV
SRLQWV��:$3��DFURVV�RXU�WZR�FDPSXVHV��7KH�VFRSH
RI�ZRUN�VKRXOG�LQFOXGH�UHPRYLQJ�ROG�HTXLSPHQW�DQG
WKH �FRQILJXUDWLRQ� �WHVWLQJ� �DQG �VXFFHVVIXO
LQVWDOODWLRQ�RI�WKH�QHZ�HTXLSPHQW��6KRXOG�\RX�KDYH
DQ\�TXHVWLRQV�RU�ZLVK�WR�VXEPLW�D�SURSRVDO��SOHDVH
HPDLO�$QJHOD�0HGLQD�DW�DPHGLQD#FDUORVURVDULR�RUJ�
$OO �SURSRVDOV �PXVW �EH �VXEPLWWHG �E\ ��SP �RQ
-XQH ���� ������ �YLD �HPDLO �WR �$QJHOD �0HGLQD �DW
DPHGLQD#FDUORVURVDULR�RUJ� �ZLWK �D �FRS\ �VHQW �WR
.LP �&RUHDV �DW �NFRUHDV#FDUORVURVDULR�RUJ�

-XQH������������
$G������
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(VWDWH�RI
%HWW\�-��(UYLQ
'HFHDVHG

1RWLFH�RI�6WDQGDUG
3UREDWH

�)RU�HVWDWHV�RI
GHFHGHQWV�G\LQJ�RQ�RU
DIWHU�-XO\���������

1RWLFH�LV�KHUHE\�JLYHQ
WKDW �D �SHWLWLRQ �KDV
EHHQ�ILOHG�LQ�WKLV�&RXUW
E\�)D\�6HUYLFLQJ��//&�
IRU �VWDQGDUG �SUREDWH�
L Q F O X G L Q J � W K H
DSSRLQWPHQW�RI�RQH�RU
P R U H � S H U V R Q D O
U H S U H V H Q W D W L Y H V �
8QOHVV �D �UHVSRQVLYH
SOHDGLQJ�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI
D �FRPSODLQW �RU �DQ
R E M H F W L R Q � L Q
D F F R U G D Q F H �Z L W K
6 X S H U L R U � & R X U W
3UREDWH�'LYLVLRQ�5XOH
��� �LV �IL OHG �LQ �WKLV
&RXUW �ZLWKLQ ��� �GD\V
IURP�WKH�GDWH�RI �ILUVW
SXEOLFDWLRQ �RI �WKLV
QRWLFH��WKH�&RXUW�PD\
W D N H � W K H � D F W L R Q
KHUHLQDIWHU �VHW �IRUWK�
,Q�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�D�ZLOO
RU �SURRI �VDWLVIDFWRU\
WR �WKH �&RXUW �RI �GXH
H[HFXWLRQ� �HQWHU �DQ
RUGHU�GHWHUPLQLQJ�WKDW
WKH �GHFHGHQW �GLHG
LQWHVWDWH� �DSSRLQW �DQ
VXSHUYLVHG �SHUVRQDO
UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�

'DWH�RI�ILUVW
SXEOLFDWLRQ�
-XQH���������

1DPH�RI�QHZVSDSHUV�
7KH�:DVKLQJWRQ�7LPHV
:DVKLQJWRQ�/DZ
5HSRUWHU

�V��-DVRQ�0XUSK\��(VT�
8QLILHG�%DU���������
3HWLWLRQHU�$WWRUQH\
&RKQ��*ROGEHUJ�
'HXWVFK��//&
����.LQJ�6WUHHW������
$OH[DQGULD��9$������
������������
MPXUSK\#FJG�ODZ�FRP
3KRQH�1XPEHU�RI
3HWLWLRQHU�$WWRUQH\

��V��1LFROH�6WHYHQV
5HJLVWHU�RI�:LOOV

&OHUN�RI�WKH�3UREDWH
'LYLVLRQ

-XQH���������������
$G������
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$PEURVH�-��/LQQHQ
1DPH�RI�'HFHGHQW

$QGUHZ�7��:KLWH
�����:LVFRQVLQ
$YHQXH��6XLWH����
%HWKHVGD��0DU\ODQG

�����
1DPH�DQG�$GGUHVV�RI

$WWRUQH\

1RWLFH�RI
$SSRLQWPHQW��1RWLFH
WR�&UHGLWRUV�DQG
1RWLFH�WR�8QNQRZQ

+HLUV

0DUN �/LQQHQ� �ZKRVH
D G G U H V V � L V � � � � �
&OHYHODQG�$YHQXH�1:�
:DVKLQJWRQ��'&������
Z D V � D S S R L Q W H G
3 H U V R Q D O
5HSUHVHQWDWLYH�RI�WKH
HVWDWH �RI �$PEURVH �-�
/LQQHQ �ZKR �GLHG �RQ
0DUFK����������ZLWK�D
:LOO �DQG �ZLOO �VHUYH
Z L W K R X W � & R X U W
V X S H U Y L V L R Q � � $ O O
XQNQRZQ �KHLUV �DQG
K H L U V � Z K R V H
ZKH U H D ERX W V � D U H
XQNQRZQ �VKDOO �HQWHU
WKHLU �DSSHDUDQFH �LQ
W K L V � S U R F H H G L Q J �
2EMHFWLRQV �WR �VXFK
DSSRLQWPHQW ��RU � �WR
W K H � S U R E D W H � R I
GHFHGHQW
V�:LOO� �VKDOO
EH � I L O HG �Z L WK � WKH
5HJLVWHU�RI�:LOOV��'�&��
%XLOGLQJ �$� ���� ��WK
6WUHHW��1�:����UG�)ORRU�
:DVKLQJWRQ��'&�������
RQ�RU�EHIRUH�'HFHPEHU
���������&ODLPV�DJDLQVW
WKH�GHFHGHQW�VKDOO �EH
S UHVHQ WHG � W R � W KH
XQGHUVLJQHG �ZLWK �D
FRS\�WR�WKH�5HJLVWHU�RI
:LOOV�RU�ILOHG�ZLWK�WKH
5HJLVWHU�RI�:LOOV�ZLWK
D � F R S \ � W R � W K H
XQGHUVLJQHG� �RQ �RU
EHIRUH �'HFHPEHU ���
����� �RU �EH �IRUHYHU
E D U U H G � � 3 H U V R Q V
EHOLHYHG�WR�EH�KHLUV�RU
O H J D W H H V � R I � W K H
GHFHGHQW �ZKR �GR �QRW
UHFHLYH�D�FRS\�RI�WKLV
QRWLFH �E\ �PDLO �ZLWKLQ
�� �GD\V �RI �LWV �ILUVW
SXEOLFDWLRQ �VKDOO �VR
LQIRUP �WKH �5HJLVWHU
RI �:LO OV � � LQFOXGLQJ
QDPH� �DGGUHVV �DQG
UHODWLRQVKLS�

'DWH�RI�ILUVW
SXEOLFDWLRQ
-XQH��������

1DPH�RI�QHZVSDSHU
DQG�RU�SHULRGLFDO�
7KH�:DVKLQJWRQ�7LPHV
'DLO\�:DVKLQJWRQ�/DZ
5HSRUWHU
DWZKLWH#OHUFKHDUO\�FRP

�V��0DUN�/LQQHQ
3HUVRQDO

5HSUHVHQWDWLYH

758(�7(67�&23<
�V��1LFROH�6WHYHQV
5HJLVWHU�RI�:LOOV

-XQH��������������
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&HOHVWLQH�/��3RSH
1DPH�RI�'HFHGHQW

-HUU\�/��+XQWHU��(VT�
�������WK�6WUHHW��1:
:DVKLQJWRQ��'&
����������
������������

1DPH�DQG�$GGUHVV�RI
$WWRUQH\

1RWLFH�RI
$SSRLQWPHQW��1RWLFH
WR�&UHGLWRUV�DQG
1RWLFH�WR�8QNQRZQ

+HLUV

5KRQGD �*RUH� �ZKRVH
DGG UH V V � L V � � � � ��
-DPHV�-R\FH�&W��:KLWH
3ODLQV� �0'�������ZDV
DSSRLQWHG �3HUVRQDO
5HSUHVHQWDWLYH�RI�WKH
HVWDWH �RI �&HOHVWLQH �/�
3RSH �ZKR �GLHG �RQ
)HEUXDU\����������ZLWK
D �:LOO �DQG �ZLOO �VHUYH
Z L W K R X W � & R X U W
V X S H U Y L V L R Q � � $ O O
XQNQRZQ �KHLUV �DQG
K H L U V � Z K R V H
ZKH U H D ERX W V � D U H
XQNQRZQ �VKDOO �HQWHU
WKHLU �DSSHDUDQFH �LQ
W K L V � S U R F H H G L Q J �
2EMHFWLRQV �WR �VXFK
DSSRLQWPHQW��RU�WR�WKH
SUREDWH�RI�GHFHGHQW
V
:LOO��VKDOO�EH�ILOHG�ZLWK
WKH �5HJLVWHU �RI �:LOOV�
'�&�� �%XLOGLQJ �$� ����
�WK �6WUHHW� �1�:�� ��UG
)ORRU��:DVKLQJWRQ��'&
������ �RQ �RU �EHIRUH
'HFHPEHU �� � ������
&ODLPV �DJDLQVW �WKH
GHFHGHQW �VKDO O �EH
S UHVHQ WHG � W R � W KH
XQGHUVLJQHG �ZLWK �D
FRS\�WR�WKH�5HJLVWHU�RI
:LOOV�RU�ILOHG�ZLWK�WKH
5HJLVWHU�RI�:LOOV�ZLWK
D � F R S \ � W R � W K H
XQGHUVLJQHG� �RQ �RU
EHIRUH �'HFHPEHU ���
����� �RU �EH �IRUHYHU
E D U U H G � � 3 H U V R Q V
EHOLHYHG�WR�EH�KHLUV�RU
O H J D W H H V � R I � W K H
GHFHGHQW �ZKR �GR �QRW
UHFHLYH�D�FRS\�RI�WKLV
QRWLFH �E\ �PDLO �ZLWKLQ
� � � G D \ V � R I � L W V
SXEOLFDWLRQ �VKDOO �VR
LQIRUP �WKH �5HJLVWHU
RI �:LO OV � � LQFOXGLQJ
QDPH� �DGGUHVV �DQG
UHODWLRQVKLS�

'DWH�RI�ILUVW
SXEOLFDWLRQ�
-XQH��������

1DPH�RI�QHZVSDSHU
DQG�RU�SHULRGLFDO�
7KH�:DVKLQJWRQ�7LPHV
'DLO\�:DVKLQJWRQ�/DZ
-RXUQDO
MKXQWHU#UNKSODZILUP�FRP

�V��5KRQGD�*RUH
3HUVRQDO

5HSUHVHQWDWLYH

758(�7(67�&23<
�V��1LFROH�6WHYHQV
5HJLVWHU�RI�:LOOV

-XQH��������������
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0DU\�0��0F&XH�$.$
0DU\�0DGHOLQH�0F&XH
1DPH�RI�'HFHGHQW

1RWLFH�RI
$SSRLQWPHQW��1RWLFH
WR�&UHGLWRUV�DQG
1RWLFH�WR�8QNQRZQ

+HLUV

1 R U D � 0 F & X H
&RQQDXJKWRQ� �ZKRVH
D G G U H V V � L V � � � � &
0DUE OHKHDG � /DQH �
0RQURH��0LGGOHVH[��1-
����� �ZDV �DSSRLQWHG
3 H U V R Q D O
5HSUHVHQWDWLYH�RI�WKH
HVWDWH �RI �0DU\ �0�
0F&XH �$.$ �0DU\
0DGHOLQH�0F&XH�ZKR
GLHG�RQ�'HFHPEHU����
���� �ZLWK �D �:LOO �DQG
ZLO O �VHUYH �ZLWKRXW
&RXUW�VXSHUYLVLRQ� �$OO
XQNQRZQ �KHLUV �DQG
K H L U V � Z K R V H
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DQG�VXEMHFW�WR�UDWLILFDWLRQ�E\�WKH�&RXUW�

7(506�2)�6$/(�
$�GHSRVLW�RI�WKH�OHVVHU�RI������������RU�WHQ�SHUFHQW
������RI�WKH�ZLQQLQJ�ELG�DPRXQW�ZLOO�EH�UHTXLUHG
DW�WLPH�RI�VDOH��LQ�FDVK��FHUWLILHG�FKHFN��RU�RWKHU
IRUP �DV �7UXVWHHV �PD\ �GHWHUPLQH� �7KH �GHSRVLW
UHTXLUHG�WR�ELG�DW�WKH�DXFWLRQ�LV�ZDLYHG�IRU�WKH
1RWHKROGHU�DQG�DQ\�RI�LWV�VXFFHVVRUV�RU�DVVLJQV�
7KH�1RWHKROGHU�PD\�ELG�XS�WR�WKH�DPRXQW�RZHG
RQ�WKH�1RWH�SOXV�DOO�FRVWV�DQG�H[SHQVHV�RI�VDOH�RQ
FUHGLW�DQG�PD\�VXEPLW�D�ZULWWHQ�ELG�WR�WKH�7UXVWHH
ZKLFK�VKDOO�EH�DQQRXQFHG�DW�VDOH��7KH�%DODQFH�RI
WKH�SXUFKDVH�SULFH�WR�EH�SDLG�LQ�FDVK�ZLWKLQ���
GD\V�RI�ILQDO�UDWLILFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VDOH�E\�WKH�&RXUW�
$W �WKH �7UXVWHHVp �GLVFUHWLRQ� �WKH �IRUHFORVXUH
SXUFKDVHU��LI�D�FRUSRUDWLRQ�RU�//&��PXVW�SURGXFH
HYLGHQFH��SULRU�WR�ELGGLQJ��RI�WKH�OHJDO�IRUPDWLRQ
RI�VXFK�HQWLW\�

7,0(�,6 �2) �7+( �(66(1&(� �,I �SXUFKDVHU �IDLOV �WR
VHWWOH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�DIRUHVDLG�VL[W\������GD\V�RI�WKH
UDWLILFDWLRQ� �WKH �SXUFKDVHU �DJUHHV �WR �SD\ �WKH
7UXVWHHV
�UHDVRQDEOH�DWWRUQH\�IHHV�DV�RUGHUHG�E\
WKH�&RXUW��SOXV�DOO�FRVWV�LQFXUUHG��LI�WKH�7UXVWHHV
KDYH�ILOHG�WKH�DSSURSULDWH�PRWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�&RXUW
WR�UHVHOO�WKH�SURSHUW\��3XUFKDVHU�ZDLYHV�SHUVRQDO
VHUYLFH �RI �DQ\ �SDSHU �ILOHG �ZLWK �WKH �&RXUW �LQ
FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�VXFK�PRWLRQ�DQG�DQ\�6KRZ�&DXVH
2UGHU�LVVXHG�E\�WKH�&RXUW�DQG�H[SUHVVO\�DJUHHV�WR
DFFHSW �VHUYLFH �RI �DQ\ �VXFK �SDSHU �RU �2UGHU �E\
FHUWLILHG�PDLO�DQG�UHJXODU�PDLO�VHQW�WR�WKH�DGGUHVV
SURYLGHG�E\�WKH�SXUFKDVHU�DQG�DV�UHFRUGHG�RQ�WKH
GRFXPHQWV�H[HFXWHG�E\�WKH�SXUFKDVHU�DW�WKH�WLPH
RI �WKH �VDOH� �6HUYLFH �VKDOO �EH �GHHPHG �HIIHFWLYH
XSRQ�WKH�SXUFKDVHU���GD\V�DIWHU�SRVWPDUNHG�E\
WKH �8QLWHG �6WDWHV �3RVW �2IILFH� �,W �LV �H[SUHVVO\
DJUHHG�E\�WKH�SXUFKDVHU�WKDW�DFWXDO�UHFHLSW�RI�WKH
FHUWLILHG �PDLO �LV �QRW �UHTXLUHG �IRU �VHUYLFH �WR �EH
HIIHFWLYH��,I�WKH�SXUFKDVHU�IDLOV�WR�JR�WR�VHWWOHPHQW
WKH�GHSRVLW�VKDOO�EH�IRUIHLWHG�WR�WKH�7UXVWHHV�DQG
DOO�H[SHQVHV�RI�WKLV�VDOH��LQFOXGLQJ�DWWRUQH\�IHHV
DQG�IXOO �FRPPLVVLRQ�RQ�WKH�JURVV�VDOHV�SULFH�RI
WKH�VDOH��VKDOO�EH�FKDUJHG�DJDLQVW�DQG�SDLG�IURP
WKH�IRUIHLWHG�GHSRVLW� �,Q�WKH�HYHQW�RI�UHVDOH�WKH
GHIDXOWLQJ�SXUFKDVHU�VKDOO�QRW�EH�HQWLWOHG�WR�DQ\
VXUSOXV �SURFHHGV �RU �SURILWV �UHVXOWLQJ �IURP�DQ\
UHVDOH �RI �WKH �SURSHUW\ �UHJDUGOHVV �RI �DQ\
LPSURYHPHQWV�PDGH�WR�WKH�UHDO�SURSHUW\��,QWHUHVW
LV�WR�EH�SDLG�RQ�WKH�XQSDLG�SXUFKDVH�PRQH\�DW�WKH
UDWH�RI��������DGMXVWDEOH�IURP�WKH�GDWH�RI�VDOH�WR
WKH�GDWH�WKH�IXQGV�DUH�UHFHLYHG�LQ�WKH�RIILFH�RI�WKH
7UXVWHHV� �,Q �WKH �HYHQW �WKDW �WKH �VHWWOHPHQW �LV
GHOD\HG �IRU �$1< �5($621�:+$762(9(5� �WKHUH
VKDOO�EH�QR�DEDWHPHQW�RI�LQWHUHVW��7D[HV��ZDWHU
UHQW� �FRQGRPLQLXP �IHHV �DQG�RU �KRPHRZQHU
DVVRFLDWLRQ�GXHV��DOO�SXEOLF�FKDUJHV�DVVHVVPHQWV
SD\DEOH �RQ�DQ�DQQXDO �EDVLV� �LQFOXGLQJ�VDQLWDU\
DQG�RU �PHWURSRO LWDQ �GLVWU LFW �FKDUJHV� � L I
DSSOLFDEOH��WR�EH�DGMXVWHG�IRU�WKH�FXUUHQW�\HDU�WR
GDWH �RI �VDOH �DQG �DVVXPHG �WKHUHDIWHU �E\ �WKH
SXUFKDVHU��3XUFKDVHU�VKDOO�EH�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH
FRVWV�RI�DOO�WUDQVIHU�WD[HV��GRFXPHQWDU\�VWDPSV
DQG �DOO �RWKHU �FRVWV �LQFLGHQW �WR �VHWWOHPHQW�
3XUFKDVHU �VKDOO �EH �UHVSRQVLEOH �IRU �SK\VLFDO
SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�SURSHUW\��3XUFKDVHU�DVVXPHV
WKH�ULVN�RI�ORVV�IURP�WKH�GDWH�RI�VDOH�IRUZDUG��7KH
VDOH�LV�VXEMHFW�WR�SRVW�VDOH�DXGLW�E\�WKH�0RUWJDJH
KROGHU�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKHWKHU�WKH�ERUURZHU�ILOHG
E D Q N U X S W F \ � � H Q W H U H G � L Q W R � D Q \
UHSD\PHQW�IRUEHDUDQFH�DJUHHPHQW��UHLQVWDWHG�RU
SDLG�RII�SULRU�WR�WKH�VDOH��,Q�DQ\�VXFK�HYHQW�WKH
3XUFKDVHU�DJUHHV�WKDW �XSRQ�QRWLILFDWLRQ�E\�WKH
7UXVWHHV�RI�VXFK�HYHQW�WKH�VDOH�LV�QXOO �DQG�YRLG
DQG�RI�QR�OHJDO�HIIHFW�DQG�WKH�GHSRVLW �UHWXUQHG
ZLWKRXW�LQWHUHVW�
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,Q�H[HFXWLRQ�RI�WKH�6XSHULRU�&RXUW�IRU�'LVWULFW�RI
&ROXPELD
V��q&RXUWr��'HFUHH�LQ�&DVH������&$%�
��������8�6��%DQN�7UXVW�1DWLRQDO�$VVRFLDWLRQ��QRW
LQ�LWV�LQGLYLGXDO�FDSDFLW\��EXW�VROHO\�DV�7UXVWHH�RI
/650)�0+�0DVWHU�3DUWLFLSDWLRQ�7UXVW�,,�Y��/DWDQLD
0� �$NHUV� �WKH�XQGHUVLJQHG�7UXVWHHV�ZLOO �VHOO �DW
SXEOLF �DXFWLRQ �DW �WKH �DXFWLRQHHU
V �JDOOHU\ �RI
7LGHZDWHU �$XFWLRQV�//&� �&KHY\�&KDVH�3DYLOLRQ�
���� �:LVFRQV LQ �$YHQXH �1: �6X L WH ���� �
:DVK LQJWRQ � �'& ������ �RQ

-XQH����������$7�������$0

7+( �$%29( �'(6&5,%(' �3523(57< �$1'
,03529(0(176 � 7+(5(21 � V L W XD W HG � L Q
:DVKLQJWRQ� �'& �DQG �PRUH �IXOO\ �GHVFULEHG �LQ �D
'HHG�RI�7UXVW�IURP�/DWDQLD�0��$NHUV��GDWHG�$SULO
���������UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�2IILFH�RI�WKH�5HFRUGHU�RI
'HHGV�IRU�WKH�'LVWULFW�RI�&ROXPELD�DW�,QVWUXPHQW
1XPEHU ����������� �RQ �0D\ ��� ������ �ZLWK �DQ
RULJLQDO�SULQFLSDO�EDODQFH�RI��������������DQG�DQ
RULJLQDO �LQWHUHVW �UDWH �RI ���� �GHIDXOW �KDYLQJ
RFFXUUHG �XQGHU �WKH �WHUPV �WKHUHRI�

7KH�SURSHUW\�ZLOO�EH�VROG�E\�7UXVWHH
V�'HHG�qDV�LVr
ZLWKRXW�DQ\�FRYHQDQW��H[SUHVVHG�RU�LPSOLHG��LQ�IHH
VLPSOH �VXEMHFW �WR �FRQGLWLRQV� �UHVWULFWLRQV�
HDVHPHQWV� �DQG�DOO �RWKHU�UHFRUGHG�LQVWUXPHQWV
VXSHULRU�WR�WKH�'HHG�RI�7UXVW�UHIHUHQFHG�DERYH�
DQG�VXEMHFW�WR�UDWLILFDWLRQ�E\�WKH�&RXUW�

7(506�2)�6$/(�
$�GHSRVLW�RI�WKH�OHVVHU�RI������������RU�WHQ�SHUFHQW
������RI�WKH�ZLQQLQJ�ELG�DPRXQW�ZLOO�EH�UHTXLUHG
DW�WLPH�RI�VDOH��LQ�FDVK��FHUWLILHG�FKHFN��RU�RWKHU
IRUP �DV �7UXVWHHV �PD\ �GHWHUPLQH� �7KH �GHSRVLW
UHTXLUHG�WR�ELG�DW�WKH�DXFWLRQ�LV�ZDLYHG�IRU�WKH
1RWHKROGHU�DQG�DQ\�RI�LWV�VXFFHVVRUV�RU�DVVLJQV�
7KH�1RWHKROGHU�PD\�ELG�XS�WR�WKH�DPRXQW�RZHG
RQ�WKH�1RWH�SOXV�DOO�FRVWV�DQG�H[SHQVHV�RI�VDOH�RQ
FUHGLW�DQG�PD\�VXEPLW�D�ZULWWHQ�ELG�WR�WKH�7UXVWHH
ZKLFK�VKDOO�EH�DQQRXQFHG�DW�VDOH��7KH�%DODQFH�RI
WKH�SXUFKDVH�SULFH�WR�EH�SDLG�LQ�FDVK�ZLWKLQ���
GD\V�RI�ILQDO�UDWLILFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VDOH�E\�WKH�&RXUW�
$W �WKH �7UXVWHHVp �GLVFUHWLRQ� �WKH �IRUHFORVXUH
SXUFKDVHU��LI�D�FRUSRUDWLRQ�RU�//&��PXVW�SURGXFH
HYLGHQFH��SULRU�WR�ELGGLQJ��RI�WKH�OHJDO�IRUPDWLRQ
RI�VXFK�HQWLW\�

7,0(�,6 �2) �7+( �(66(1&(� �,I �SXUFKDVHU �IDLOV �WR
VHWWOH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�DIRUHVDLG�VL[W\������GD\V�RI�WKH
UDWLILFDWLRQ� �WKH �SXUFKDVHU �DJUHHV �WR �SD\ �WKH
7UXVWHHV
�UHDVRQDEOH�DWWRUQH\�IHHV�DV�RUGHUHG�E\
WKH�&RXUW��SOXV�DOO�FRVWV�LQFXUUHG��LI�WKH�7UXVWHHV
KDYH�ILOHG�WKH�DSSURSULDWH�PRWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�&RXUW
WR�UHVHOO�WKH�SURSHUW\��3XUFKDVHU�ZDLYHV�SHUVRQDO
VHUYLFH �RI �DQ\ �SDSHU �ILOHG �ZLWK �WKH �&RXUW �LQ
FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�VXFK�PRWLRQ�DQG�DQ\�6KRZ�&DXVH
2UGHU�LVVXHG�E\�WKH�&RXUW�DQG�H[SUHVVO\�DJUHHV�WR
DFFHSW �VHUYLFH �RI �DQ\ �VXFK �SDSHU �RU �2UGHU �E\
FHUWLILHG�PDLO�DQG�UHJXODU�PDLO�VHQW�WR�WKH�DGGUHVV
SURYLGHG�E\�WKH�SXUFKDVHU�DQG�DV�UHFRUGHG�RQ�WKH
GRFXPHQWV�H[HFXWHG�E\�WKH�SXUFKDVHU�DW�WKH�WLPH
RI �WKH �VDOH� �6HUYLFH �VKDOO �EH �GHHPHG �HIIHFWLYH
XSRQ�WKH�SXUFKDVHU���GD\V�DIWHU�SRVWPDUNHG�E\
WKH �8QLWHG �6WDWHV �3RVW �2IILFH� �,W �LV �H[SUHVVO\
DJUHHG�E\�WKH�SXUFKDVHU�WKDW�DFWXDO�UHFHLSW�RI�WKH
FHUWLILHG �PDLO �LV �QRW �UHTXLUHG �IRU �VHUYLFH �WR �EH
HIIHFWLYH��,I�WKH�SXUFKDVHU�IDLOV�WR�JR�WR�VHWWOHPHQW
WKH�GHSRVLW�VKDOO�EH�IRUIHLWHG�WR�WKH�7UXVWHHV�DQG
DOO�H[SHQVHV�RI�WKLV�VDOH��LQFOXGLQJ�DWWRUQH\�IHHV
DQG�IXOO �FRPPLVVLRQ�RQ�WKH�JURVV�VDOHV�SULFH�RI
WKH�VDOH��VKDOO�EH�FKDUJHG�DJDLQVW�DQG�SDLG�IURP
WKH�IRUIHLWHG�GHSRVLW� �,Q�WKH�HYHQW�RI�UHVDOH�WKH
GHIDXOWLQJ�SXUFKDVHU�VKDOO�QRW�EH�HQWLWOHG�WR�DQ\
VXUSOXV �SURFHHGV �RU �SURILWV �UHVXOWLQJ �IURP�DQ\
UHVDOH �RI �WKH �SURSHUW\ �UHJDUGOHVV �RI �DQ\
LPSURYHPHQWV�PDGH�WR�WKH�UHDO�SURSHUW\��,QWHUHVW
LV�WR�EH�SDLG�RQ�WKH�XQSDLG�SXUFKDVH�PRQH\�DW�WKH
UDWH�RI����SHU�DQQXP�IURP�WKH�GDWH�RI�VDOH�WR�WKH
GDWH�WKH�IXQGV�DUH�UHFHLYHG�LQ�WKH�RIILFH�RI�WKH
7UXVWHHV� �,Q �WKH �HYHQW �WKDW �WKH �VHWWOHPHQW �LV
GHOD\HG �IRU �$1< �5($621�:+$762(9(5� �WKHUH
VKDOO�EH�QR�DEDWHPHQW�RI�LQWHUHVW��7D[HV��ZDWHU
UHQW� �FRQGRPLQLXP �IHHV �DQG�RU �KRPHRZQHU
DVVRFLDWLRQ�GXHV��DOO�SXEOLF�FKDUJHV�DVVHVVPHQWV
SD\DEOH �RQ�DQ�DQQXDO �EDVLV� �LQFOXGLQJ�VDQLWDU\
DQG�RU �PHWURSRO LWDQ �GLVWU LFW �FKDUJHV� � L I
DSSOLFDEOH��WR�EH�DGMXVWHG�IRU�WKH�FXUUHQW�\HDU�WR
GDWH �RI �VDOH �DQG �DVVXPHG �WKHUHDIWHU �E\ �WKH
SXUFKDVHU��3XUFKDVHU�VKDOO�EH�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH
FRVWV�RI�DOO�WUDQVIHU�WD[HV��GRFXPHQWDU\�VWDPSV
DQG �DOO �RWKHU �FRVWV �LQFLGHQW �WR �VHWWOHPHQW�
3XUFKDVHU �VKDOO �EH �UHVSRQVLEOH �IRU �SK\VLFDO
SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�SURSHUW\��3XUFKDVHU�DVVXPHV
WKH�ULVN�RI�ORVV�IURP�WKH�GDWH�RI�VDOH�IRUZDUG��7KH
VDOH�LV�VXEMHFW�WR�SRVW�VDOH�DXGLW�E\�WKH�0RUWJDJH
KROGHU�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKHWKHU�WKH�ERUURZHU�ILOHG
E D Q N U X S W F \ � � H Q W H U H G � L Q W R � D Q \
UHSD\PHQW�IRUEHDUDQFH�DJUHHPHQW��UHLQVWDWHG�RU
SDLG�RII�SULRU�WR�WKH�VDOH��,Q�DQ\�VXFK�HYHQW�WKH
3XUFKDVHU�DJUHHV�WKDW �XSRQ�QRWLILFDWLRQ�E\�WKH
7UXVWHHV�RI�VXFK�HYHQW�WKH�VDOH�LV�QXOO �DQG�YRLG
DQG�RI�QR�OHJDO�HIIHFW�DQG�WKH�GHSRVLW �UHWXUQHG
ZLWKRXW�LQWHUHVW�
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75867((p6�6$/(�2)
�����+2//<�'5,9(�

3$57/2:��9,5*,1,$������
&2817<�2)�63276</9$1,$

,Q �H[HFXWLRQ �RI �D �FHUWDLQ �GHHG �RI �WUXVW �GDWHG
��������� �LQ �WKH �RULJLQDO �SULQFLSDO �DPRXQW �RI
��� ���� ��� � UHFRUGHG � LQ � WKH �&RXQW\ �R I
6SRWV\OYDQLD� �9LUJLQLD� �DV �,QVWUXPHQW �1R�
���������� �DV �DPHQGHG �E\ �DQ �LQVWUXPHQW
DSSRLQWLQJ �WKH �XQGHUVLJQHG �DV �6XEVWLWXWH
7UXVWHH��GHIDXOW�KDYLQJ�RFFXUUHG�LQ�WKH�SD\PHQW
RI�WKH�1RWH�WKHUHE\�VHFXUHG�DQG�DW�WKH�UHTXHVW
RI �WKH �KROGHU� �WKH �XQGHUVLJQHG �6XEVWLWXWH
7UXVWHH�ZLOO�RIIHU�IRU�VDOH�DW�SXEOLF�DXFWLRQ�LQ�WKH
IURQW�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�KRXVLQJ�WKH�&LUFXLW�&RXUW�RI
WKH�&2817<�2)�63276</9$1,$��9$�ORFDWHG�DW
�����-XGLFLDO�&HQWHU�/DQH��6SRWV\OYDQLD��9LUJLQLD�
������RQ��-XO\�����������DW��������DP��WKH�SURSHUW\
GHVFULEHG�LQ�VDLG�GHHG�RI�WUXVW� �ORFDWHG�DW�WKH
DERYH�DGGUHVV��ZLWK�LPSURYHPHQWV�WKHUHRQ�DQG
PRUH �SDUWLFXODUO\ �GHVFULEHG �DV �IROORZV� �,1
% ( 5 . ( / ( < � 0 $* , 6 7 ( 5 , $ / � ' , 6 7 5 , & 7 �
63276</9$1,$�&2817<��9,5*,1,$��&217$,1,1*
������$&5(6��025(�25�/(66��$1'�%(,1*�025(
3$57,&8/$5/<�'(6&5,%('�21�3/$7�2)�6859(<
2)�5��:$<1(�)$50(5��&�/�6���$6�/27�����*5((1
%5$1&+ �)$506�� �6$,' �3/$7 �%(,1* �'$7('
-$18$5< ���� ����� �$1' �5(&25'(' �,1 �7+(
&/(5.
6 �2)),&( �2) �7+( �&,5&8,7 �&2857 �2)
63276</9$1,$ �&2817<� �9,5*,1,$ �,1 �'(('
%22.�����$7�3$*(������/(66�$1'�(;&(37��7+$7
3257,21�&217$,1,1*��������� �648$5(�)((7�
025(�25�/(66��&219(<('�72�63276</9$1,$
&2817<� �9,5*,1,$ �%< �'((' �5(&25'(' �$6
,167580(17 �12� ���������� �$021* �7+(
$)25(6$,' �/$1' �5(&25'6� �7(506 �2) �6$/(�
1HLWKHU�WKH�6XEVWLWXWH�7UXVWHH�QRU�WKH�KROGHU�RI
WKH�QRWH�VHFXUHG�E\�WKH�GHHG�RI�WUXVW�ZLOO�GHOLYHU
SRVVHVVLRQ �RI �WKH �SURSHUW\ �WR �WKH �VXFFHVVIXO
ELGGHU��7KH�SXUFKDVHU�DW�WKH�VDOH�ZLOO�EH�UHTXLUHG
WR �SD\ �DOO �FORVLQJ �FRVWV� �5HDO �HVWDWH �WD[HV�
ZDWHU�VHZHU�IHHV�DQG�RWKHU�SXEOLF�FKDUJHV�ZLOO
EH�SURUDWHG�DV�RI �WKH�GDWH�RI �VDOH� �7KH�ULVN�RI
ORVV �RU �GDPDJH�WR �WKH �SURSHUW\ �SDVVHV �WR �WKH
SXUFKDVHU�LPPHGLDWHO\�XSRQ�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�RI
WKH�6XEVWLWXWH�7UXVWHHpV�VDOH��7HUPV��$�ELGGHUpV
GHSRVLW�RI�WHQ�SHUFHQW�������RI�WKH�VDOH�SULFH�RU
WHQ�SHUFHQW�SULFH�������RI�WKH�RULJLQDO�SULQFLSDO
EDODQFH�RI�WKH�VXEMHFW�GHHG�RI�WUXVW��ZKLFKHYHU�LV
ORZHU� �LQ �WKH �IRUP �RI �FDVK �RU �FHUWLILHG �IXQGV
SD\DEOH �WR �WKH �6XEVWLWXWH �7UXVWHH �PXVW �EH
SUHVHQW�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�VDOH��7KH�EDODQFH�RI�WKH
SXUFKDVH�SULFH�ZLOO�EH�GXH�ZLWKLQ����GD\V�DW�WKH
RIILFH�RI�WKH�6XEVWLWXWH�7UXVWHH��7KH�6XEVWLWXWH
7UXVWHH�UHVHUYHV�WKH�ULJKW�WR�VXVSHQG�ELGGLQJ
SULRU�WR�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI �WKH�VDOH� �7LPH�LV �RI �WKH
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,1�7+(�&,5&8,7�&2857
2)�)$,5)$;�&2817<

(YHUW�7HQMRK
����3/$,17,))
96����������&DVH����&/�����������
)UDQNOLQH�1IRUERX
0EXQX
����'()(1'$17

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
7KH�UHDVRQ�IRU�WKLV�FDXVH
LV �GLYRUFH� �$Q �DIILGDYLW
KDYLQJ �EHHQ �PDGH �DQG
ILOHG �VKRZLQJ �WKDW �WKH
'HIHQGDQW�LQ�WKH�DERYH�
HQWLWOHG�FDXVH�LV�FDQQRW
EH �VHUYHG �ZLWK �FRXUW
SURFHVV � �DQG �WKDW �D
UHWXUQ�KDV�EHHQ�ILOHG�E\
WKH�6KHULII�ZKLFK�VKRZV
WKDW �WKH �SURFHVV �KDV
EHHQ�LQ�KLV�RU�KHU�KDQGV
IRU�WZHQW\�RQH������GD\V
DQG�WKH�6KHULII�KDV�EHHQ
XQDEOH�WR�PDNH�VHUYLFH�
DQG � WKH � ODVW �NQRZQ
PDLOLQJ �DGGUHVV �RI �WKH
'HIHQGDQW�LV �DV�IROORZV�

�����3DOODGLXP�&W�
$SW����

$OH[DQGULD��9$������
�8SRQ�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ��WKLV
2UGHU �RI �3XEOLFDWLRQ �LV
J U DQ W HG � � D QG � L W � L V
25'(5('�WKDW�WKH�DERYH
QDPHG �'HIHQGDQW �VKDOO
DSSHDU�KHUH�RQ�RU�EHIRUH
�WK �GD\�RI �$XJXVW� �����
DIWHU�SURSHU�SXEOLFDWLRQ
RI�WKLV�2UGHU��WR�SURWHFW
KLV�KHU �LQWHUHVW �LQ �WKLV
FDXVH�
�(QWHUHG��-XQH��������

7(67(��&+5,6723+(5�-�
)$/&21��&/(5.

%<��.DOHLJK�/DZVRQ
'(387<�&/(5.

:ULWWHQ�$QVZHU�PD\�EH�ILOHG
LQ�OLHX�RI�&RXUW�DSSHDUDQFH
5HSO\�VKRXOG�EH�UHFHLYHG�E\

$XJXVW��������

(YHUW�7HQMRK
6LJQDWXUH�RI�3ODLQWLII�RU
&RXQVHO�IRU�3ODLQWLII
������&DVFDGH�6SULQJV�'
.DW\��7;������
�������������

-XQH����	���������
-XO\���	���������

$'������

9�,�5�*�,�1�,�$�
,1�7+(�&,5&8,7�&2857
2)�)$,5)$;�&2817<

6+,$11$�-$'(
7+203621�
���3ODLQWLII�
Y����&DVH�1R����������
&+5,6723+(5�-$.2%
-$16(1�
����'HIHQGDQW�

25'(5�2)
38%/,&$7,21

�7KH �UHDVRQ �IRU �WKLV
FDXVH �LV �WR �REWDLQ �D
G L YR U FH � D � Y L Q FX O R
PDWU LPRQL L �RQ � WKH
JURXQG�WKDW�WKH�SDUWLHV
KDYH �OLYHG �VHSDUDWH
DQG�DSDUW�ZLWKRXW�DQ\
F R K D E L W D W L R Q � D Q G
ZLWKRXW�LQWHUUXSWLRQ�IRU
PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�����\HDU
QH[W �SUHFHGLQJ �WKH
LQVWLWXWLRQ�RI �WKLV�VXLW�
LQWHQGLQJ�WKH�VDPH�WR
EH�SHUPDQHQW�
�$Q �DIILGDYLW �KDYLQJ
EHHQ �PDGH �DQG �ILOHG
VKRZ L QJ � W K D W � W K H
ZKHUHDERXWV �RI �WKH
'H I H QGDQ W � L Q � W K H
DERYH�HQWLWOHG�FDXVH�LV
D �QRQ�UHVLGHQW �RI �WKH
&RPPRQZHD O W K � R I
9LUJLQLD� �DQG �WKDW �KHU
QDPH �DQG �ODVW �NQRZQ
SRVW�RIILFH�DGGUHVV�DUH
DV�IROORZV��WR�ZLW�
&KULVWRSK�-DNRE�-DQVHQ
.RUWH�:HLGH��������$1�
1LWK��1HWKHUODQGV

8SRQ �FRQVLGHUDWLRQ
ZKHUHRI �WKLV �2UGHU �RI
3XEOLFDWLRQ�LV�JUDQWHG�
DQG �LW �LV �RUGHUHG �WKDW
WKH�DERYH�QDPHG�QRQ�
UHVLGHQW �GR �DSSHDU
KHUH�RQ�RU�EHIRUH�-XO\
��� ������ �DIWHU �GXH
SXEO LFDW LRQ �RI � WK LV
2UGHU� �DQG �GR �ZKDW �LV
QHFHVVDU\ �WR �SURWHFW
KHU �LQWHUHVW � LQ �WKLV
FDXVH�
(17(5('�0D\���������

7(67(���&+5,6723+(5�-�
)$/&21��&/(5.

%\��.DOHLJK��/DZVRQ
'HSXW\�&OHUN

:ULWWHQ�$QVZHU�PD\�EH
ILOHG�LQ�OLHX�RI�&RXUW
DSSHDUDQFH

5HSO\�VKRXOG�EH�UHFHLYHG�E\
-XO\���������

,�$6.�)25�7+,6�
9,5*,1,$�)$0,/<�/$:
&(17(5��3�&��
%\��)D\H�.��&DUUROO
�96%�1R��������
6+$5,(�5(<(6�$/%(56
�96%�1R��������
%58&(�5��((//6
�96%�1R��������
67(3+(1�'��./(,1
�96%�1R��������
&RXQVHO�IRU�3ODLQWLII
�����8QLYHUVLW\�'ULYH�
6XLWH�����
)DLUID[��9LUJLQLD������
7HOHSKRQH�����������������
)DFVLPLOH����������������
IF#YLUJLQLDIDPLO\
ODZFHQWHU�FRP

-XQH�������	���������
-XO\��������

$G�

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������

)$,5)$;�&2817<
-89(1,/(�$1'

'20(67,&�5(/$7,216
',675,&7�&2857

&DVH�1R�--������������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
(8&('$�9(1785$�
(67()$1<�0
9(1785$�5(<(6�
'(<6,�0$5,%(/
Y�
(8&('$�9(1785$�
-268(�(/9,6

7KH�REMHFW �RI �WKLV �VXLW
LV �WR�
2%7$,1�&8672'<�2)
0,125�&+,/'
(67()$1<
0�(8&('$�9(1785$

,W�LV�25'(5('�WKDW�WKH
GHIHQGDQW �(8&('$
9 ( 1 7 8 5 $ � � - 2 6 8 (
(/9,6DSSHDU �DW �WKH
DERYH�QDPHG �&RXUW
DQG�SURWHFW �KLV �RU �KHU
LQWHUHVWV �RQ �RU �EHIRUH
$XJXVW��������������30
�%�
'$7(��0D\���������

-R\FH�4XDWWULQ
'(387<

-XQH���������	���������
$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(������������������

���������������

)$,5)$;�&,5&8,7
&2857

�����&+$,1�%5,'*(�5'�
)$,5)$;��9$������

&DVH�1R�������������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
6KHULOO�7DPHFD
:LOOLDPV
3ODLQWLII
Y�
-HYRQ�'HQQLV�:LOOLDPV
'HIHQGDQW

7KH�REMHFW �RI �WKLV �VXLW
LV �WR�
2EWDLQ�D�'LYRUFH�$
9,1&8/2�0$75,021,,

,W � LV �25'(5(' �WKDW
-HYRQ�'HQQLV�:LOOLDPV
DSSHDU �DW �WKH �DERYH�
Q DPHG � F RX U W � D QG
SURWHFW �K LV �RU �KHU
LQWHUHVWV �RQ �RU �EHIRUH
$XJXVW ��� �����
'$7(�-XQH���������

:ULWWHQ�$QVZHU�PD\�EH
ILOHG�,Q�/LHX�RI�&RXUW
DSSHDUDQFH

5HSO\�VKRXOG�EH�UHFHLYHG�E\
$XJXVW��������

&+5,6723+(5�-��)$/&21�
&/(5.

.DOHLJK�/DZVRQ
�'(387<�&/(5.

-XQH����	���������
-XO\���	���������
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Order Of Pub - Domestic:
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)520�
:DQJ]KL�;LDQJ
�&855(17�/(*$/�1$0(�2)
&+,/'�
72�
:LOOLDP�/L�&DVK
��1(:�1$0(�5(48(67,1*�

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
7KH�UHDVRQ�IRU�WKLV�FDXVH
LV�WR�REWDLQ�QDPH�FKDQJH
IRU �PLQRU �FK L OG � �$Q
DIILGDYLW �KDYLQJ �EHHQ
PDGH�DQG�ILOHG�VKRZLQJ
WKDW�WKH�1DWXUDO�3DUHQW�LQ
WKH�DERYH�HQWLWOHG�FDXVH
LV �FDQQRW �EH�IRXQG� �DQG
WKDW �GLOLJHQFH �KDV �EHHQ
XVHG �ZLWKRXW �HIIHFW �WR
DVFHUWDLQ�WKH�ORFDWLRQ�RI
WKH �SDUW\ �WR �EH �VHUYHG�
DQG �ODVW �NQRZQ �PDLOLQJ
DGG UHVV � R I �1D WX UD O
)DWKHU�0RWKHU � LV �DV
IR O ORZV�

-LH�;LDQJ
5RRP�+���WK�)ORRU
=KXMLDQJ�+DX\XDQ
����6KD[L�$YH�

3DQ\X��*XDQJ]KRX�&KLQD
8SRQ�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ��WKLV
2UGHU �RI �3XEOLFDWLRQ �LV
J U DQ W HG � � D QG � L W � L V
25'(5('�WKDW�WKH�DERYH
QDPHG �1DWXUDO �3DUHQW
VKDOO �DSSHDU �KHUH �RQ �RU
EHIRUH��WK�GD\�RI�$XJXVW�
� � � � � D I W H U � S U R S H U
SXEOLFDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�2UGHU�
W R � S U R W H F W � K L V � K H U
LQWHUHVW �LQ �WKLV �FDXVH�
�(17(5('��-XQH��������

7(67(��&+5,6723+(5�-�
)$/&21��&/(5.

%<��.DOHLJK�/DZVRQ
'(387<�&/(5.

:ULWWHQ�$QVZHU�PD\�EH�ILOHG
LQ�OLHX�RI�&RXUW�DSSHDUDQFH
5HSO\�VKRXOG�EH�UHFHLYHG�E\

$XJXVW��������

-LH�/L�&DVK
6LJQDWXUH�RI�3HWLWLRQHU�RU
&RXQVHO�IRU�3HWLWLRQHU
�����'DQVN�&W
)DLUID[��9$������
������������

-XQH����	���������
-XO\���	���������
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Order Of Pub - Domestic:
Alexandria

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������������

����������������

$OH[DQGULD
&LUFXLW�&RXUW
����.LQJ�6WUHHW�

$OH[DQGULD��9$������

&DVH�1R���&/���������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
5XWK�1RHP\�0HODUD
$ULDV
Y�
(ULN�5LJREHUWR�=DPRUD
'LD]

7KH�REMHFW �RI �WKLV �VXLW
LV �WR�
3ODLQWLII�SUD\�WKDW�VKH
EH�JUDQWHG�D�GLYRUFH�D
YLQFXOR�PDWULPRQLL
IURP�WKH�GHIHQGDQW�RQ
WKH�JURXQG�WKDW�WKH
SDUWLHV�KDYH�OLYHG
VHSDUDWH�DQG�DSDUW
ZLWKRXW�FRKDELWDWLRQ�RU
LQWHUUXSWLRQ�IRU�PRUH
WKDQ�RQH�\HDU�VLQFH
-DQXDU\�������

,W�LV�25'(5('�WKDW�(ULN
5LJREHUWR�=DPRUD�'LD]
DSSHDU �DW �WKH �DERYH�
Q DPHG � F RX U W � D QG
S U R W H F W � K L V � K H U
LQWHUHVWV �RQ �RU �EHIRUH
-XO\ ���� �����
'$7(�-XQH��������

-DFNLH�*DUFLD
�&OHUN

-XQH�������	���������
-XO\��������
$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������������

����
������������

$OH[DQGULD�&LUFXLW
&RXUW

����.LQJ�6WUHHW�
5RRP����

$OH[DQGULD��9$������

&DVH�1R���&/��������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
$GGLV�*LUPD�$VVHID
Y�
7HPNLQ�0DKPXG�<HVXI

7KH�REMHFW �RI �WKLV �VXLW
LV �WR�
3ODLQWLII�SUD\V�WKDW�VKH
EH�DZDUGHG�D�GLYRUFH�D
YLQFXOR �PDWULPRQLL �RQ
WKH �JURXQGV �WKDW �WKH
SDUW LHV �KDYH � O L YHG
VHSDUDWH �DQG �D �SDUW
ZLWKRXW �FRKDELWDWLRQ
D Q G � Z L W K R X W
LQ WH U UXSW LRQ � IR U � D
SHULRG �RI �RQH �\HDU
VLQFH �0D\� ������

,W � LV �25'(5(' �WKDW
7HPNLQ�0DKPXG�<HVXI
DSSHDU �DW �WKH �DERYH�
Q DPHG � F RX U W � D QG
S U R W H F W � K L V � K H U
LQWHUHVWV �RQ �RU �EHIRUH
$XJXVW ��WK� �����
'$7(��-XQH���������

-DFNLH�*DUFLD
�&OHUN

*UHJ�3DUNV�&OHUN

-XQH����	���������
-XO\���	���������

$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������������

����
������������

$/(;$1'5,$�&,5&8,7
&2857

����.,1*�67�
$/(;$1'5,$��9$�������

&DVH�1R��&/��������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
&\QWKLD�%HNRH
Y�
*HURJH�$GX�3RNX

7KH�REMHFW �RI �WKLV �VXLW
LV �WR�
&RPSODLQDQW�SUD\V�WKDW
VKH �EH �J UDQ WHG �D
G L YR U FH � D � Y L QFX O R
PDWU LPRQL L �RQ � WKH
J U RXQG V � W K D W � W K H
SDUWLHV�VHSDUDWHG�IRU�D
SHULRG �RI �RQH �\HDU
VLQFH�1RYHPEHU� ������

,W � LV �25'(5(' �WKDW
*HRUJH�$GX�3RNX�DW�WKH
DERYH�QDPHG �FRXUW
DQG �SURWHFW �KLV�KHU
LQWHUHVWV �RQ �RU �EHIRUH
-XO\ ���WK� ������
'$7(�0D\���������

-DFNLH�*DUFLD
&OHUN

-XQH����������	���������
$'������

Order Of Pub - Domestic:
Alexandria

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������������

����
������������

&LW\�RI�$OH[DQGULD
����.LQJ�6WUHHW�
5RRP����

$OH[DQGULD��9$������

&DVH�1R���&/��������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
0LFKHOOH�7HUHVD�&ODUNH
Y�
3UDKODG�6LQJK

7KH�REMHFW �RI �WKLV �VXLW
LV �WR�
3ODLQWLII�SUD\V�WKDW�WKH
FRXUW�JUDQW�D�GLYRUFH
IURP�WKH�ERQGV�RI
PDWULPRQ\�IURP�WKH
GHIHQGDQW�RQ�WKH�EDVLV
WKDW�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�WKDW
WKH�SDUWLHV�KDYH�OLYHG
VHSDUDWH�DQG�DSDUW
ZLWKRXW�FRKDELWDWLRQ�RU
LQWHUUXSWLRQ�IRU�PRUH
WKDQ�RQH�\HDU�VLQFH
-DQXDU\������

,W � LV �25'(5(' �WKDW
3UDKODG �6LQJK �DSSHDU
DW �WKH �DERYH�QDPHG
FRXU W � DQG �S UR WHF W
KLV�KHU�LQWHUHVWV�RQ�RU
EHIRUH�-XO\���������
'$7(��0D\���������

-DFNLH�*DUFLD
�&OHUN

-XQH����������	���������
$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������������

����
������������

$OH[DQGULD�&LUFXLW�&RXUW
����.LQJ�6W�

$OH[DQGULD�9$�������

&DVH�1R��&/��������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
5DXO�/R]D�&RULD
Y�
0DUOHQL�0DPDQL�&DOOH

7KH�REMHFW �RI �WKLV �VXLW
LV �WR�
&RPSODLQDQW�SUD\V�WKDW
KH�EH�JUDQWHG�D�GLYRUFH
D �YLQFXOR �PDWULPRQLL
IURP�WKH�GHIHQGDQW�RQ
WKH �JURXQGV �WKDW �WKH
SDUW LHV �KDYH � O L YHG
VHSDUDWH �DQG �DSDUW
ZLWKRXW �FRKDELWDWLRQ
IRU�D�SHULRG�RI�RQH�\HDU
VLQFH�-XO\�������

,W � LV �25'(5(' �WKDW
0DUOHQL �0DPDQL �&DOOH
DW �WKH �DERYH�QDPHG
FRXU W � DQG �S UR WHF W
KLV�KHU�LQWHUHVWV�RQ�RU
EHIRUH�-XO\���WK�������
'$7(�0D\���������

-DFNLH�*DUFLD
&OHUN

-XQH���������	���������
$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������������

����
������������

$OH[DQGULD�&LUFXLW�&RXUW
����.LQJ�6W�

$OH[DQGULD�9$�������

&DVH�1R��&/��������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
0RQLFD�8��*LRUIILQR
Y�
*HQDUR�2��6DDYHGUD

7KH�REMHFW �RI �WKLV �VXLW
LV �WR�
&RPSODLQDQW �PD\ �EH
DZDUGHG �D �GLYRUFH �D
Y LQFXOR �PDWU LPRQL L
IURP�WKH�UHVSRQGHQW�RQ
WKH�JURXQGV�RI �KDYLQJ
O LYHG �VHSDUDWH �DQG
D S D U W � Z L W K R X W
F R K D E L W D W L R Q � D Q G
ZLWKRXW�LQWHUUXSWLRQ�IRU
D �SHULRG �RI �RQH �\HDU
VLQFH�'HFHPEHU� ������

,W � LV �25'(5(' �WKDW
*HQDUR�2��6DDYHGUD�DW
WKH�DERYH�QDPHG�FRXUW
DQG �SURWHFW �KLV�KHU
LQWHUHVWV �RQ �RU �EHIRUH
-XO\ ���WK� ������
'$7(�0D\���������

-DFNLH�*DUFLD
&OHUN

-XQH����������	���������
$'������
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&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(���������������������
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&LW\�RI�$OH[DQGULD
����.LQJ�6WUHHW�
5RRP����

$OH[DQGULD��9$������

&DVH�1R���&/��������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
3HGUR�5DXO�&DQFKH]
*RQ]DOHV
Y�
<RXQJ�5DQ�-XQ

7KH�REMHFW�RI�WKLV�VXLW�LV
WR�
3ODLQWLII�PD\�EH�DZDUGHG
D�YLQFXOR�PDWULPRQLL
IURP�WKH�GHIHQGDQW�RQ
WKH�JURXQGV�WKDW�WKH
SDUWLHV�KDYH�OLYHG
VHSDUDWH�DQG�DSDUW
ZLWKRXW�LQWHUUXSWLRQ�IRU
PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�\HDU�VLQFH
0D\�������

,W�LV�25'(5('�WKDW�<RXQJ
5DQ �-XQ �DSSHDU �DW �WKH
DERYH�QDPHG�FRXUW �DQG
SURWHFW�KLV�KHU�LQWHUHVWV
RQ �RU �EHIRUH �-XO\ ����
���� �
'$7(��-XQH��������

-DFNLH�*DUFLD
'HSXW\�&OHUN

-XQH��������	���������
-XO\��������
$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
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����.,1*�6W�
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&DVH�1R��&/��������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
6XQJ�0LQ�2K
Y�
-L�-\XQ�/HH

7KH�REMHFW�RI�WKLV�VXLW�LV
WR�
6KH�EH�JUDQWHG�D�GLYRUFH
D�YLQFXOR�PDWULPRQLL
IURP�WKH�GHIHQGDQW�-X
+\XQ�/HH�RQ�WKH�JURXQGV
WKDW�WKH�SDUWLHV�KDYH
OLYHG�VHSDUDWH�DQG�DSDUW
IRU�D�SHULRG�RI�RQH�\HDU
VLQFH�-DQXDU\�������

,W �LV �25'(5(' �WKDW �-L
+\XQ �/HH �DW �WKH �DERYH�
QDPHG�FRXUW�DQG�SURWHFW
KLV�KHU �LQWHUHVWV �RQ �RU
EHIRUH �-XO\ ���� �����
'$7(�-XQH��������

-DFNLH�*DUFLD
&OHUN

*UHJ�3DUNV��&OHUN
%<�-DFNLH�*DUFLD

'(387<�&/(5.

-XQH��������	���������
-XO\��������
$'������

Order Of Pub - Domestic:
Alexandria

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������������

����������������

$OH[DQGULD
&LUFXLW�&RXUW
����.LQJ�6WUHHW�

$OH[DQGULD��9$������

&DVH�1R���&/��������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
:LOPHU�4XHVDGD
Y�
+HOHQ�0DULD�6RWR

7KH�REMHFW �RI �WKLV �VXLW
LV �WR�
3ODLQWLII�SUD\�WKDW�KH�EH
JUDQWHG�D�GLYRUFH�D
YLQFXOR�PDWULPRQLL
IURP�WKH�GHIHQGDQW�RQ
WKH�JURXQG�WKDW�WKH
SDUWLHV�KDYH�OLYHG
VHSDUDWH�DQG�DSDUW
ZLWKRXW�FRKDELWDWLRQ�RU
LQWHUUXSWLRQ�IRU�PRUH
WKDQ�RQH�\HDU�VLQFH
-DQXDU\�������

,W � LV �25'(5(' �WKDW
+H O HQ �0D U L D � 6R WR
DSSHDU �DW �WKH �DERYH�
Q DPHG � F RX U W � D QG
S U R W H F W � K L V � K H U
LQWHUHVWV �RQ �RU �EHIRUH
-XO\ ���� �����
'$7(�-XQH��������

-DFNLH�*DUFLD
�&OHUN

-XQH�����������������
-XO\��������
$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������������

����
������������

$OH[DQGULD�&LUFXLW�&RXUW
����.LQJ�6W�

$OH[DQGULD�9$�������

&DVH�1R��&/��������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
-HVVLFD�5RVHQ�7XORGR
Y�
%XGL�7XORGR

7KH�REMHFW �RI �WKLV �VXLW
LV �WR�
3ODLQWLII�SUD\V�VKH�PD\
EH�DZDUGHG�D�ILQDO
GHFUHH�IURP�WKH
GHIHQGDQW�RQ�WKH
JURXQG�RI�KDYLQJ�OLYHG
VHSDUDWH�DQG�DSDUW�IRU
D�SHULRG�RI�RQH�\HDU
VLQFH�0DUFK�������

,W�LV�25'(5('�WKDW�%XGL
7XORGR �DW �WKH �DERYH�
Q DPHG � F RX U W � D QG
S U R W H F W � K L V � K H U
LQWHUHVWV �RQ �RU �EHIRUH
-XO\ ���WK� �����
'$7(�0D\���������

-DFNLH�*DUFLD
&OHUN

-XQH����������	���������
$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������������

����
������������

$OH[DQGULD�&LUFXLW
&RXUW

����.LQJ�6WUHHW�
5RRP����

$OH[DQGULD��9$������

&DVH�1R���&/��������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
$PDUH�%�
:ROGHPHGKHQ
Y�
6KLWX�%HOD\QFK�$VIDZ

7KH�REMHFW �RI �WKLV �VXLW
LV �WR�
3ODLQWLII �SUD\V�WKDW �KH
EH�DZDUGHG�D�GLYRUFH�D
YLQFXOR �PDWULPRQLL �RQ
WKH �JURXQGV �WKDW �WKH
J U RXQG V � W K D W � W K H
SDUW LHV �KDYH � O L YHG
VHSDUDWH �DQG �DSDUW
ZLWKRXW �FRKDELWDWLRQ
D Q G � Z L W K R X W
LQ WH U UXSW LRQ � IR U � D
SHULRG �RI �RQH �\HDU
VLQFH �0D\� ������

,W � LV �25'(5(' �WKDW
6KLWX �%HOD\QFK �$VIDZ
DSSHDU �DW �WKH �DERYH�
Q DPHG � F RX U W � D QG
S U R W H F W � K L V � K H U
LQWHUHVWV �RQ �RU �EHIRUH
-XO\ ���WK� ������
'$7(��0D\���������

-DFNLH�*DUFLD
�&OHUN

*UHJ�3DUNV�&OHUN

-XQH���������	���������
$'������

Order Of Pub - Domestic:
Arlington Co.

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������

$5/,1*721�&2817<
-89(1,/(�$1'

'20(67,&�5(/$7,216
',675,&7�&2857

&DVH�1R���--������������
--������������

&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
0812=�*21=$/(=�
26:,1�$5,(/

7KH�REMHFW�RI�WKLV�VXLW�LV
WR�
6((.�6,-6�	�&8672'<
)25�26:,1�0812=
*21=$/(=

,W �LV �25'(5(' �WKDW �WKH
GHIHQGDQW���,59,1*�$5,(/
6$/$=$5�0812=�DSSHDU
DW � WKH �DERYH�QDPHG
FRXUW�DQG�SURWHFW�KLV�RU
KHU�LQWHUHVWV�RQ�RU�EHIRUH
-XO\���������������$0�
'$7(��0D\���������

$UPRQL�+RZDUG
�'(387<�&/(5.

-XQH���������	���������
$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������

$5/,1*721�&2817<
-89(1,/(�$1'

'20(67,&�5(/$7,216
',675,&7�&2857

&DVH�1R���--������������
--������������

&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
0812=�*21=$/(=�
0$5,$0�(

7KH�REMHFW�RI�WKLV�VXLW�LV
WR�
6((.�6,-6�	�&8672'<
)25�0$5,$0�(�0812=
*21=$/(=

,W �LV �25'(5(' �WKDW �WKH
GHIHQGDQW���,59,1*�$5,(/
6$/$=$5�0812=�DSSHDU
DW � WKH �DERYH�QDPHG
FRXUW�DQG�SURWHFW�KLV�RU
KHU�LQWHUHVWV�RQ�RU�EHIRUH
-XO\���������������$0�
'$7(��0D\���������

$UPRQL�+RZDUG
�'(387<�&/(5.

-XQH���������	���������
$'������

Order Of Pub - Domestic:
Arlington Co.

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������

$5/,1*721�&2817<
-89(1,/(�$1'

'20(67,&�5(/$7,216
',675,&7�&2857

&DVH�1R���--������������
--������������

&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
0812=�*21=$/(=�
0(/$1,(�62),$

7KH�REMHFW�RI�WKLV�VXLW�LV
WR�
6((.�6,-6�	�&8672'<
)25�0(/$1,(�62),$
�0812=�*21=$/(=

,W �LV �25'(5(' �WKDW �WKH
GHIHQGDQW���,59,1*�$5,(/
6$/$=$5�0812=�DSSHDU
DW � WKH �DERYH�QDPHG
FRXUW�DQG�SURWHFW�KLV�RU
KHU�LQWHUHVWV�RQ�RU�EHIRUH
-XO\���������������$0�
'$7(��0D\���������

$UPRQL�+RZDUG
�'(387<�&/(5.

-XQH���������	���������
$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������������

����
������������

$5/,1*721�&,5&8,7�&2857
�����1��&2857+286(�52$'
$5/,1*721��9$������

&DVH�1R��&/�������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
1HILVD�1XU\H
0RKDPPHG
Y�
&DUO�/HDQGHU�7KRPDV

7KH�REMHFW �RI �WKLV �VXLW
LV �WR�
6HHN�IRU�DEVROXWH
GLYRUFH

,W�LV�25'(5('�WKDW�&DUO
/HDQGHU�7KRPDV�DW�WKH
DERYH�QDPHG �FRXUW
DQG �SURWHFW �KLV�KHU
LQWHUHVWV �RQ �RU �EHIRUH
- X O \ � � � � � � � � � � D W
� � � � � DP �
'$7(�0D\���������

3DXO�)HUJXVRQ
&OHUN

$�&23<�7(67(��3$8/
)(5*8621

%<�$QJHOLFD�7
'(387<�&/(5.

-XQH���������	���������
$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������

$5/,1*721�&2817<
-89(1,/(�$1'

'20(67,&�5(/$7,216
',675,&7�&2857

&DVH�1R���--������������
--������������

&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
3,85$�6$1726��'$1,(/
$1721,2

7KH�REMHFW�RI�WKLV�VXLW�LV
WR�
'(7(50,1(�&8672'<
$1'�0$.(
)$&78$/�),1',1*6
5(/(9$17�72�6,-6

,W �LV �25'(5(' �WKDW �WKH
GHIHQGDQW �� �35$6/,0
'$1,(/ �3,85$ �6$1726
DSSHDU �DW �WKH �DERYH�
QDPHG�FRXUW�DQG�SURWHFW
KLV�RU�KHU�LQWHUHVWV�RQ�RU
EHIRUH �-XO\ ��� ����� �����
$0�
'$7(��0D\���������

$UPRQL�+RZDUG
�'(387<�&/(5.

-XQH���������	���������
$'������

Order Of Pub - Domestic:
Prince William Co.
25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������

35,1&(�:,//,$0
-89(1,/(�$1'

'20(67,&�5(/$7,216
',675,&7�&2857

&DVH�1R��--������������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
27(52�+(51$1'(=�
%5,7+$1<�<

7KH�REMHFW�RI�WKLV�VXLW�LV
WR�
2%7$,1�3+<6,&$/�$1'
/(*$/�&8672'<
2)�0,125�&+,/'
%5,7+$1<�<8/,$1$
27(52�+(51$1'(=

�,W�LV�25'(5('�WKDW�-8/,2
$/(;$1'(5�27(52�'(/
&,'�DSSHDU�DW�WKH�DERYH�
QDPHG�&RXUW�DQG�SURWHFW
KLV�RU�KHU�LQWHUHVWV�RQ�RU
EHIRUH �$XJXVW ���� �����
����� �$0�
'$7(��-XQH��������

3LODU�%DUUHUD
&/(5.

-XQH��������	���������
-XO\��������
$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9D��&RGH�$QQ��������������
���������������������

35,1&(�:,//,$0
&2817<�&,5&8,7�&2857

�����/((�$9(�
0$1$66$6��9$������

&DVH�1R��&/�������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
+,7�.80$5�/$0$
Y�
6$17$�&+21*%$1*
/,0%8

7KH�REMHFW�RI�WKLV�VXLW�LV
WR�
2EWDLQ�D�GLYRUFH�IURP
WKH�ERQG�RI�PDWULPRQ\�

� , W � LV �25'(5(' �WKDW
6$17$ �&+21*%$1*
/,0%8 �DSSHDU �DW �WKH
DERYH�QDPHG�FRXUW �DQG
SURWHFW�KLV�KHU�LQWHUHVWV
RQ �RU �EHIRUH �7XHVGD\�
-XO\ ���� �����
'DWH�-XQH��������

-DFTXHOLQH�&��6PLWK��(VT
�&/(5.

-XQH���������	��������
$'������

Show Cause Notice
9�,�5�*�,�1�,�$�

,1�7+(�&,5&8,7�&2857
)25�7+(�&,7<�2)
$/(;$1'5,$

,1�5(��(67$7(�2)
/<11�0$5,(�5,'(5�
GHFHDVHG

)LGXFLDU\�1R��&:��������

6+2:�&$86(�25'(5
� �,W �LV �RUGHUHG �WKDW �WKH
FUHGLWRUV �RI� �DQG �DOO �RWKHU
SHUVRQV �LQWHUHVWHG �LQ �WKH
DERYH�HVWDWH�VKRZ�FDXVH��LI
WKH\�FDQ��RQ�WKH���WK�GD\�RI
-XO\� ����� ������ �$�0�� �DW
������DP �EHIRUH�WKLV�&RXUW
YLUWXDOO\ �YLD �0,&5262)7
7($06� �DJDLQVW �SD\PHQW
DQG�GHOLYHU\�RI�WKH�HVWDWH�WR
WKH �GLVWULEXWHHV �ZLWKRXW
UHTXLULQJ�UHIXQGLQJ�ERQGV�
7KH�KHDULQJ�ZLOO�WDNH�SODFH
YLUWXDO O\ �Y LD �0LFURVRIW
7HDPV�
�,W �LV �IXUWKHU �RUGHUHG �WKDW
WKH�IRUHJRLQJ�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKLV
RUGHU �EH �SXEOLVKHG�RQFH �D
ZHHN �IRU �WZR �VXFFHVVLYH
ZHHNV �LQ �7KH �:DVKLQJWRQ
7LPHV� �D �QHZVSDSHU �ZLWK
JHQHUDO �FLUFXODWLRQ �LQ �WKLV
MXULVGLFWLRQ� �LW �DSSHDULQJ
WKD W � D � U HSR U W � R I � W KH
DFFRXQWV �RI �0LU LDP �5�
(SVWHLQ��(VT���$GPLQLVWUDWRU
F�W�D� �RI �WKH �(VWDWH� �DQG �RI
WKH �GHEWV �DQG �GHPDQGV
DJDLQVW�WKH�HVWDWH�KDV�EHHQ
ILOHG �LQ �WKH �&OHUN
V �2IILFH�
DQG �WKDW �VL[ �PRQWKV �KDYH
HODSVHG�VLQFH�TXDOLILFDWLRQ
DV�$GPLQLVWUDWRU� �F�W�D�
(QWHUHG�WKLV��WK�GD\�RI�-XQH�
�����

/LVD�%��.HPOHU
�����������������-XGJH

$�&23<�
-��*UHJ�3DUNV�&OHUN

%\�+DUULVRQ�+DUW
'(387<�&/(5.

&HUWLILHG�WKLV���WK�GD\�RI
-XQH�����

,�$6.�)25�7+,6�
0LULDP�5��(SVWHLQ
96%��������
PLULDP#PGHODZJURXS�FRP
������-XGLFLDO�'ULYH
6XLWH����
)DLUID[��9LUJLQLD������
7HOHSKRQH�����������������
)D[����������������
$GPLQLVWUDWRU��F�W�D�
RI�WKH�(VWDWH�RI�/\QQ�0DULH
5LGHU

-XQH����	���������
$'������

9�,�5�*�,�1�,�$�

,1�7+(�&,5&8,7�&2857
2)�$5/,1*721�&2817<

,1�5(���(VWDWH�RI
-2<&(�1($/�7$9(11(5�
'HFHDVHG

)LGXFLDU\�1R��:������

6+2:�&$86(�25'(5
����,W�DSSHDULQJ�WKDW�D�UHSRUW�RI
WKH �DFFRXQWV �RI �5REHUW �'�
: H L V V � � $ GP L Q L V W U D W R U �
3HUVRQDO �5HSUHVHQWDWLYH �RI
WKH �(VWDWH �RI �-R\FH �1HDO
7DYHQQHU� �GHFHDVHG� �DQG �RI
WKH �GHEWV �DQG �GHPDQGV
DJDLQVW �KHU �HVWDWH �KDV �EHHQ
ILOHG�LQ�WKH�&OHUN
V�2IILFH��DQG
WKDW�VL[�PRQWKV�KDYH�HODSVHG
VLQFH �WKH �TXDOLILFDWLRQ� �RQ
PRWLRQ �RI �5REHUW �'� �:HLVV�
$GPLQLVWUDWRU� �WKH �SHUVRQDO
UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�
� �,7 �,6 �25'(5(' �WKDW �WKH
FUHGLWRUV �RI� �DQG �DOO �RWKHUV
LQWHUHVWHG �LQ� �WKH �(VWDWH �GR
VKRZ�FDXVH� �LI �DQ\�WKH\�FDQ�
RQ�WKH���WK�GD\�RI�-XO\�������
DW�������$0��EHIRUH�WKLV�&RXUW
DW �LWV �FRXUWURRP �DW ����� �1�
&RXUWKRXVH �5RDG� �$UOLQJWRQ�
9$�������DJDLQVW�WKH�SD\PHQW
DQG�GHOLYHU\�RI �WKH�(VWDWH�RI
- R \ F H � 1 H D O � 7 D Y H Q Q H U �
GHFHDVHG� �WR�WKH�GLVWULEXWHH�
-RKQ �7DYHQQHU� �FRQVLVWHQW
ZLWK�WKH�3URSRVHG�6FKHGXOH�RI
' L V E X U V H P H Q W V � D Q G
' L V W U L E X W L R Q V � � Z L W K R X W
UHTXLULQJ �D �UHIXQGLQJ �ERQG�
(17(5('��-XQH���������

/RXLVH�0��'L0DWWHR
��-XGJH

$�&23<�
7(67(��3$8/�)(5*8621
%<��$O\VVD�'��(PHU\

'(387<�&/(5.
,�$6.�)25�7+,6�
5REHUW�'��:HLVV
$GPLQLVWUDRU
96%�������
3�2��%R[�����
$UOLQJWRQ��9$������
��������������
UGZ�DWW\#YHUL]RQ�QHW

-XQH����	���������
$'������

Estate Fairfax Co.
,1�7+(�2)),&(�2)�7+(
&200,66,21(5�2)
$&&28176

&,5&8,7�&2857�2)
)$,5)$;�&2817<�

9,5*,1,$

,1�5(��(VWDWH�RI
:LOOLDP�.HLWK�&XUWLV�

'HFHDVHG
)LGXFLDU\�1R�
),�������������
+�(�$�5�,�1�*
1�2�7�,�&�(

� 3 X U V XDQ W � W R � W K H
SURYLVLRQV �RI �9LUJLQLD
&RGH��������������QRWLFH
LV�KHUHE\�JLYHQ�WKDW�WKH
X Q G H U V L J Q H G
& RPP L V V L R Q H U � R I
$ F F R X Q W V � K D V
DSSRLQWHG�-XO\����������
DW ����� �S�P� �DW �KHU
RIILFH �DW ������ �(DWRQ
3 O D F H � � 6 X L W H � � � � �
)DLUID[��9LUJLQLD�������
DV �WKH �WLPH �DQG �SODFH
IRU �UHFHLYLQJ �SURRI �RI
GHEWV �DQG �GHPDQGV
DJDLQVW �WKH �HVWDWH �RI
:LOOLDP�.HLWK�&XUWLV��DW
WKH�UHTXHVW�RI�.ULVWLQH
$VWRQ�6DZ\HU�
$GPLQLVWUDWRU�IRU �VDLG
HVWDWH�
�*LYHQ�XQGHU�P\�KDQG
DV �&RPPLVVLRQHU �RI
$FFRXQWV �RQ �-XQH ����
�����

�V��$QQH�0�
+HLVKPDQ

$QQH�0��+HLVKPDQ
&RPPLVVLRQHU�RI�$FFRXQWV

��WK�-XGLFLDO�&LUFXLW

-XQH���������
$'������

Estate Fairfax Co.
,1�7+(�2)),&(�2)�7+(
&200,66,21(5�2)
$&&28176

&,5&8,7�&2857�2)
)$,5)$;�&2817<�

9,5*,1,$

,1�5(��(VWDWH�RI
5LFKDUG�7KRPDV�+LJJLQV�

'HFHDVHG
)LGXFLDU\�1R�
),�������������
+�(�$�5�,�1�*
1�2�7�,�&�(

� 3 X U V XDQ W � W R � W K H
SURYLVLRQV �RI �9LUJLQLD
&RGH��������������QRWLFH
LV�KHUHE\�JLYHQ�WKDW�WKH
X Q G H U V L J Q H G
& RPP L V V L R Q H U � R I
$ F F R X Q W V � K D V
DSSRLQWHG�-XO\����������
DW ����� �S�P� �DW �KHU
RIILFH �DW ������ �(DWRQ
3 O D F H � � 6 X L W H � � � � �
)DLUID[��9LUJLQLD�������
DV �WKH �WLPH �DQG �SODFH
IRU �UHFHLYLQJ �SURRI �RI
GHEWV �DQG �GHPDQGV
DJDLQVW �WKH �HVWDWH �RI
5 L F K D U G � 7 K R P D V
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JANRIC CLASSIC SUDOKU

Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number
can appear only once in each row, column and 3x3 block.
Use logic and the process of elimination to solve the
puzzle. The difficulty level ranges from Bronze (easiest) to
Silver to Gold (hardest). 

© 2023 by Janric Enterprises. Dist. by Creators Syndicate, Inc.

ANSWERS TO PREVIOUS PUZZLES:

NEWSDAY CROSSWORD

JUMBLE/David L. Hoyt & Jeff Knurek IN THE BLEACHERS/Steve MooreRUBES/Leigh Rubin

B.C./Mastroianni & Hart

DICK TRACY/Shelley Pleger & Mike Curtis

CARPE DIEM/Niklas Eriksson

DOGS OF C-KENNEL/Mick & Mason Mastroianni

THE BUCKETS/Greg Cravens

BOUND & GAGGED/Dana Summers

LOLA/Todd Clark

BROOM-HILDA/Russell Myers

HERB & JAMAAL/Stephen Bentley

ROSE IS ROSE/Pat Brady & Don Wimmer

ADAM @ HOME/Rob Harrell

STRANGE BREW/John Deering BLISS/Harry BlissPARDON MY PLANET/Vic LeeTHE FLYING McCOYS/Glenn & Gary McCoyBOTTOM LINERS/Eric & Bill Teitelbaum

Rating: Bronze Paint Shop
www.stanxwords.com

By Fred Piscop, Edited by Stanley Newman

POOCH CAFE/Paul Gilligan
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NHL

Capitals deal goalie Kuemper 
to Kings for center Dubois 

The Washington Capitals traded 
goalie Darcy Kuemper to the Los 
Angeles Kings for center Pierre-
Luc Dubois, the teams announced 

Wednesday.
No draft picks 

or salary con-
siderations were 
included in the 
deal. 

“We are 
thrilled to an-

nounce the addition of Pierre-Luc to 
the Caps organization,” Washington 
general manager Brian MacLellan said. 
“This acquisition brings in a talented 
25-year-old with immense potential to 
become a top-tier center in the NHL.”

Dubois, the third overall pick in the 
2016 NHL draft, has had an inconsis-
tent start to his career. The Quebec 
native showed promise with the Co-
lumbus Blue Jackets and the Winnipeg 
Jets before landing with the Kings in 
2023 while signing a deal for $68 mil-
lion over eight years.

He failed to meet expectations 
during his only season in Los Angeles, 
notching 16 goals and 24 assists across 
82 games as the Kings went 44-27-11.

Kuemper, who allowed 3.3 goals per 
game in 33 appearances last season, 
lost the starting goaltending job to 
Charlie Lindgren after a rocky start to 
the 2023-24 campaign as the Caps went 
40-31-11. 

NFL

Commanders to pay $1.3 
million to settle ticket lawsuit

The Washington Commanders 
agreed to a $1.3 million settlement 
after failing to return season ticket 
deposits to fans under their previous 
owners, Virginia Attorney General 
Jason Miyares said Tuesday.

“It was simply greed,” he told 
WTOP-FM.

Miyares’ offi  ce opened an inves-
tigation into the NFL franchise in 
April 2022 after fans reported that the 
Commanders unlawfully kept season 
ticket deposits that were supposed to 
be refundable.

The Commanders agreed to pay 
$600,000 to 475 fans aff ected by this 
practice. The franchise will also pay 
$700,000 in penalties, the attorney 
general said.

“Our investigation found that 
the Commanders’ prior ownership 
unlawfully retained security deposits 
for years after they should have been 
returned to consumers,” Miyares said 
in a statement. “I thank the team’s 
current ownership for cooperating 
with this investigation and for working 
toward rectifying the consumer harm 
we identifi ed.”

The attorney general noted that the 
franchise’s current ownership group, 
led by Josh Harris, only inherited 
these issues from previous owner Dan 
Snyder.

“We are pleased that this settlement 
has been reached resolving issues that 
occurred under prior ownership,” a 
Commander spokesperson said in a 
statement.

GOLF

PGA awards Woods lifetime 
achievement exemption

The PGA Tour is recognizing Tiger 
Woods’ star power, with victories in 82 
tournaments and 15 majors, by letting 
him automatically qualify for eight 
signature events.

The Sponsor Exemption for 
Lifetime Achievement goes to golfers 
with 80 wins. Woods is the only active 
player above the threshold.

Tour offi  cials cited Woods’ ability 
to draw viewers as a major factor for 
the exemption.

The exemption for Woods will go 
into eff ect in 2025.

Woods’ son, Charlie, 
qualifi es for fi rst USGA event

CORAL SPRINGS, FLA. | Charlie 
Woods earned his way into his fi rst 
USGA championship on Wednesday 
when the 15-year-old son of Tiger 
Woods had the leading score among 
qualifi ers for the U.S. Junior Amateur 
next month at Oakland Hills.

Charlie Woods recovered from 
a bogey-double bogey start at Eagle 
Trace Golf Club to fi nish with a 
1-under 71 to be medalist from his 
qualifi er, one of four players to qualify 
from the site.

Tiger Woods was 14 when he quali-
fi ed for his fi rst U.S. Junior, reaching 
the semifi nals. Woods won his fi rst 
U.S. Junior Amateur a year later at 
Bay Hill in 19 holes. Woods is the only 
player to win the U.S. Junior three 
straight times.

Players have to be under 19 before 
the championship ends. The U.S. Ju-
nior Amateur is July 22-28 at Oakland 
Hills in the suburbs of Detroit. Woods 
will be among 264 players to deter-
mine which 64 advance to match play.
FROM WIRE DISPATCHES AND STAFF REPORTS.
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month, qualifi ed for his second Olym-
pics, he made a rocking motion toward 
his wife in the stands.

For Harting, having a job outside of 
swimming has provided some much-
needed balance in his life.

“It’s something diff erent to think 
about,” he said. “Through 2022, I was 
all swimming all the time. I was getting 
a little burned out on that because I had 
nothing to do on the outside.”

He works out of the company’s offi  ce 
when he’s home in Louisville, which 
provides a welcome respite from all that 
time he still spends at the pool.

“When 3 o’clock rolls around, I’m 
not in the pool practicing,” Harting said, 
joking that “3 o’clock is snack o’clock in 
the workforce.”

Harting, who graduated from Louis-
ville with a master’s degree in engineer-
ing management, already has worked on 
jobs ranging from hotels to gas stations 
to restaurants.

“I get the construction plans, the 
blueprints basically,” he said. “Then 
I’m calling a bunch of diff erent contrac-
tors, getting the pricing, then checking 
and seeing that what they have priced 
matches what the plans say it needs to be 
priced. That whole process takes about 
three weeks, sometimes a month or so.”

While training at Georgia Tech after 
the Tokyo Olympics, Fink earned a 
master’s in electrical and computer 
engineering.

He fi nds it amusing when people say 
he has a 9-to-5 job.

“It’s actually kind of anything but 
that,” Fink said. “I have three separate 
work sessions throughout a day.”

He wakes up early, usually by 6:30 

a.m., and tries to get in an hour or two 
of work before heading to practice. 
After fi nishing at the pool, he returns 
to his engineering job for several hours. 
On days when he’s doing double train-
ing sessions, it’s back to the pool in 
the afternoon, then more engineering 
in the evening. He also has to work 
around weightlifting sessions and dry-
land workouts.

“It’s pretty streamlined in that I eat 
at my desk and everything,” Fink said. 
“Flexibility-wise, it’s been great because 
they kind of expect me to get stuff  done, 
but not at a certain time.”

Even at the trials, he’s still checking 
in on his other job.

“I try to get 30 to 40 hours in,” Fink 
said. “A little less coming into this week 
but, you know, still trying to do as much as 
I can because they are doing me a solid.”

He is so appreciative to have an 
employer that understands how much 

work is needed to pursue his Olympic 
dreams.

“I can’t thank them enough for giv-
ing me that opportunity and something 
to balance me out,” Fink said. “When it 
comes to the fl exibility they have given 
me, it’s been better than I could have 
hoped for and I owe a lot to that.”

Harting is excited to get a head start 
on his life away from the pool. He hasn’t 
decided if he’ll keep swimming after 
this Olympic cycle, but he’s already got 
a glimpse of what’s in store when that 
phase of his life closes.

“Now that I’m getting older, I can 
kind of see what there is outside of swim-
ming,” Harting said. “When you retire, 
it can be a black hole if you don’t have 
anything lined up or haven’t given that 
any thought. So to have my career semi 
started, to get the foundation of that ... 
it’s not a black hole.

“I know what else is out there for me.”

HARTING
From page B12

BY PATRICK STEVENS

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Jesse Winker hit a go-ahead, two-run 
homer in the sixth inning and the Wash-
ington Nationals defeated the Arizona 
Diamondbacks 3-1 on Wednesday.

Ildemaro Vargas added an RBI single 
for Washington, which has won nine of 11 
overall and seven of its last eight at home. 
It was the Nationals’ 21st comeback vic-
tory, the most in the majors.

Arizona (36-38) was denied getting 
back to .500 for the fi rst time since April 
16, when it was 9-9. The Diamondbacks 
were hitless in fi ve at-bats with runners 
in scoring position.

“This was a day about our off ense for 
me,” Arizona manager Torey Lovullo 
said. “Our off ense had a lot of opportu-
nities and we just couldn’t cash in that 
run or get that big hit at the right time.”

Arizona starter Brandon Pfaadt 
cruised through fi ve scoreless innings 
in just 50 pitches, allowing just one run-
ner to reach scoring position.

But with two outs in the sixth and 
Washington trailing 1-0, Lane Thomas 
worked a walk. Winker then ripped 
a four-seam fastball to center for his 
seventh home run this season. The left 
fi elder is hitting .452 (19 for 42) over his 
last 14 games.

“He’s staying down on the base-
ball better,” Washington manager Dave 

Martinez said. “He’s being more selec-
tive and swinging at pitches in the zone. 
He’s always been a good hitter. He had 
a stretch of injuries, but I love the way 
he swings the bat.”

Pfaadt (3-6) departed with two run-
ners on and one out in the seventh. 
Vargas pinch hit and greeted reliever 
Kevin Ginkel by poking a single to right 
to score Keibert Ruiz.

Pfaadt allowed three runs in 61⁄3 in-
nings. He gave up fi ve hits and four walks 
and had no strikeouts.

Derek Law (4-2) pitched two score-
less innings. Hunter Harvey worked 
the eighth and Kyle Finnegan tossed a 
perfect ninth for his 21st save in 23 oppor-
tunities. The Diamondbacks managed 
just one hit --- Corbin Carroll’s one-out 
double in the eighth — in four innings 

against Washington’s bullpen.
“Our pitching has carried us,” Winker 

said. “These guys have been unbeliev-
able. Playing behind them, it’s electric.”

Arizona loaded the bases with no outs 
in the fourth and pushed a run across on 
Gabriel Moreno’s one-out walk. Wash-
ington starter Patrick Corbin ended the 
threat with a strikeout and a foulout.

Corbin, a former Diamondback, 
struck out a season-high seven in fi ve 
innings while giving up a run and three 
hits with three walks.

Lovullo said imaging on left-handed 
pitcher Eduardo Rodriguez’s shoulder 
showed “signifi cant healing, almost 100 
percent healing.” 

Rodriguez, who signed a four-year, 
$80 million contract with Arizona in the 
off season, has yet to make his Diamond-
backs debut. Lovullo said Rodriguez is 
likely to throw off  a mound within the 
next week.

Nationals shortstop CJ Abrams was 
scratched from the lineup with a left 
hand injury. Martinez said Abrams un-
derwent an MRI exam after the game. 
Rookie Nasim Nunez started in his place.

Arizona right-handed pitcher Ryne 
Nelson (4-5, 5.49 ERA) looks to win 
back-to-back starts for the fi rst time this 
season Thursday. Washington counters 
with left-handed pitcher MacKenzie 
Gore (6-5, 3.24) as the three-game series 
concludes.

NATIONALS

Winker’s go-ahead home run fuels Nationals to win

twice. It has sent the series back to Alberta 
and will have a chance in front of its own 
rowdy, delirious, Cup-starved fans to try 
to force the ultimate - a Game 7 - in Florida 

that would be played Monday night. The 
Panthers are tipping their caps, yet they 
still believe they can make the change 
they need to fi nish this thing off .

“I think we were gripping the sticks 
a little tight,” Panthers forward Sam 
Bennett acknowledged after Game 5. 
“We wanted it a little too bad tonight. ... 

We’ve just got to win one game. It’s as 
simple as that.”

There are most certainly things for 
the Panthers to clean up. Nobody was 
pleased with how, on the heels of losing 
8-1, they got into a 3-0 hole to start things 
in Game 5. They have been outscored 
on their own power plays 2-1, which is 

inexcusable on several levels.
There’s also things to like. That’s 

what Maurice is preaching now, with 
only one or two games left in the season.

“Our 5-on-5 game was as good last 
night as it’s been all series,” Maurice 
said. “That gets you out of bed and gets 
you ready for Game 6.” 

NHL
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Mays player — 660 career home runs 
and led the National League in home 
runs four times. 

He drove in 1,909 runs, 3,293 hits, a 
career .302 batting average, 339 stolen 
bases (he led the National League in 
stolen bases four times) and won the 
Gold Glove 12 times for his legend-
ary center fi eld play, forever etched 
in Americana lore by his over-the-
shoulder catch at the cavernous Polo 
Grounds in New York in the 1954 
World Series.

New York was where Mays became 
a larger-than-life fi gure, more than a 
ballplayer, breaking in with the Giants 
in 1951 when the Big Apple and its 
three major league teams were the cen-
ter of the baseball universe. 

Mays shared the center fi eld 
spotlight with two other Hall of Fame 
centerfi elders — Mickey Mantle with 
the Yankees and Duke Snider with the 
Dodgers. 

The arguments about who was the 
best center fi elder would later inspire 

the popular song “Talkin’ Baseball” 
(also known as “Willie, Mickey and the 
Duke,” by Terry Cashman, in 1981).

That’s 24 years after the Giants and 
Dodgers left New York for the West 
Coast.

Mays was also more beloved in 
New York, where he won one of his 
two Most Valuable Player awards 
in 1954 while leading the Giants to 
a World Series championship. After 
the series catch, the most celebrated 
photo of Mays is of him playing 
stickball with kids on the streets of the 
Bronx. He was more celebrated in San 
Francisco after he stopped playing. 
Fans there embraced Hall of Famer 
Willie McCovey, who broke in with 
the Giants in San Francisco in 1959 
and was considered their homegrown 
superstar. 

But he, too, was not Willie Mays. 
Maybe no one else has been.

Is Mays the greatest player in the 
history of the game? Many would 
argue it’s a debate between him and 
Babe Ruth. 

But now that title is much more 
complicated today than it was weeks 
ago, when baseball introduced Negro 

League statistics into the offi  cial 
record books. Or do we really want 
to say Mays was a greater player than 
Josh Gibson?

What did Frank Robinson believe 
about Willie Mays? “He’s as good as 

you want him to be,” he said. “You 
can’t exaggerate how great he was.”

The greatest? How about the king 
of the royal court of baseball?

• You can hear Thom Loverro on The 
Kevin Sheehan Show podcast.

LOVERRO
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While Joe DiMaggio famously in-
sisted on being introduced as the “Great-
est Living Ballplayer” until he died in 
1999, that title had really been held by 
Mays for more than a half-century.

The numbers are staggering: 660 
homers, 3,293 hits, 6,080 total bases, 
2,068 runs scored, two MVPs, and 24 All-
Star games despite missing nearly two 
full seasons serving in the Korean War. 
There were also 12 Gold Gloves even 
though the award wasn’t even handed 
out his fi rst fi ve seasons in the majors.

But it was his joy that truly was infec-
tious and inspiring, whether it was on 
the streets of Harlem where he famously 
played stick ball games with local kids 

before heading to the nearby Polo Grounds 
for his real job with the Giants or at the 
ballparks around the National League.

“You wanted to play like Willie and 
make those catches that he did,” Yankees 
slugger Aaron Judge said. “The numbers 
he put up on the fi eld and what he did are 
impressive but him as a person and him 
as a human being is even bigger. He was 
bigger than baseball. He was something 
special and the baseball world is defi -
nitely going to be missing a great one.”

His greatness is best described by 
the reverence his contemporaries had 
for him.

“He played the game as if he was the 
only one out there,” Hall of Famer Ernie 
Banks once said. “His eyes would light 
up. His energy would kick in and he’d be 
ready to go. I had the privilege of watch-
ing and playing against a great talent.

“He played so hard, it inspired me 
to get out there every game. I couldn’t 
wait to play the Giants and watch him.”

Mays’ ability to inspire went far be-
yond the baseball fi eld. He was born in 
1931 in segregated Alabama, began his 
professional career in the Negro Leagues 
and became one of the early Black stars 
in baseball and the fi rst Black player in 
the majors to be captain of his team.

But he also endured racism from his 
time in the minors in the previously 
all-white Interstate League and in San 
Francisco when he and his wife were 
initially rejected when they tried to buy 
a house in an exclusive neighborhood.

But later in life, he became almost 
universally loved.

“It’s because of giants like Willie that 
someone like me could even think about 
running for president,” President Barack 

Obama said when he gave Mays the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2015.

Mays played his career when baseball 
truly was the American pastime and 
baseball’s best players were the biggest 
stars in all of American sports.

He was honored in song from Terry 
Cashman’s “Talkin’ Baseball (Willie, 
Mickey & The Duke)“ that remembered 
the great New York center fi elders of the 
1950s with Mays, Mickey Mantle and Duke 
Snider to the 1955 classic by The Treniers: 
“Say Hey (The Willie Mays Song) that 
perfectly encapsulated his style.

“He runs the bases like a choo-choo 
train

Swings around second like an 
aeroplane

His cap fl ies off  when he passes third
And he heads home like an eagle 

bird.”

MAYS
From page B12
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Th e Phillies’ Bryce Harper and his teammates stand in silence as the memory of Willie 
Mays is observed before their game against the Padres on Wednesday.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Nationals outfi elder Jesse Winker watches his go-ahead two-run home run to center 
fi eld in the sixth inning of a 3-1 victory over the Diamondbacks on Wednesday.



Willie Mays was the last of 
the fi nest, and perhaps the 
greatest, of the quartet of 
players who made up the 

royal court of baseball for more than 
50 years.

Roberto Clemente left us early, 
courageously, when he died in a plane 
crash off  the coast of his native Puerto 
Rico on New Year’s Eve 1972 on a 
mercy mission to deliver supplies to 
Nicaraguan earthquake victims. 

We were lucky to have the remain-
ing trio — Mays, Hank Aaron and 
Frank Robinson — for decades to hear 
their stories and admire their regal 
presence.

Robinson passed in 2021. Aaron two 
years later. Each of them — Aaron, 

Robinson, Clemente and Mays —  had 
been awarded the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom.

On Monday, the last of 
the four, Mays, died at the 
age of 93 — and a nation 
mourned. 

The grief is not just 
about the death of a baseball 
superstar — a legend who 
transcended his sport.

America grieves the pass-
ing of an era when you could 
believe in the greatness 
you witnessed. Trust in the 
truthfulness of the tales you 
were told. There was noth-
ing fraudulent about these men, on or 
off  the fi eld.

Now that court of baseball royalty 
gets more complicated. Less affi  rming. 

Less aff ectionate. 
Who takes the crown 

now as the greatest living 
baseball player? That would 
appear to be Ken Griff ey Jr., 
who was as close to Mays in 
talent and production as any 
ballplayer alive. 

“I’m just grateful and 
thankful that I was able to 
spend the time I had with 
him because he is a true 
giant,” Griff ey said.

After that, though, things 
get messy.

Barry Bonds — Mays’ godson — 
forfeited his place among baseball 

royalty when he opted to take “the 
cream and the clear” that he testifi ed 
to under oath in grand jury testimony. 

Alex Rodriguez? It would be blas-
phemous to even consider the place of 
this steroid cheat among these great 
players. Who’s next? Mike Schmidt? 
Johnny Bench? 

None of them are Willie Mays.
He was a 24-time All-Star, named 

ceremoniously near the end of his 
career because it seemed foolish to 
have an All-Star Game and not have 
Mays there. 

He may have been the ultimate fi ve-
tool player, so much so they should 
simply change the term to a Willie 

The last of a generation that towered above baseball
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FORT LAUDERDALE, FLA. | Florida coach 
Paul Maurice sat behind a microphone 
again on Wednesday, giving his daily 
news conference even though basically 
nothing new had happened in the 13 
hours between then and the last time he 
spoke to reporters.

He took a bunch of questions. He also 
had one to ask.

“How can I be the only person in a de-
cent mood here today?” Maurice asked, 
sort of rhetorically, sort of seriously.

Yes, the Panthers have lost their last 
two games and got-
ten embarrassed in 
one of them. Yes, 
they’ve wasted two 
chances to win the 
Stanley Cup. Yes, a 
3-0 lead in the title 
series against the 
Edmonton Oilers is 
down to 3-2, after 
the Panthers lost 
Game 5 on home 
ice 5-3 on Tuesday 
night. Yes, Game 6 is in Edmonton on 
Friday night and, yes, Oilers star Connor 
McDavid just had back-to-back games 
the likes of which have never been seen 
in the Cup fi nal before.

No, that doesn’t mean the Pan-
thers are worried about wilting under 
pressure.

“You’re going to think I’m lying to 
you,” Maurice said. “I’m more comfort-
able. I understand the feeling of 3-2 
because most series are like that; 3-0 
is more of an aberration, isn’t it? Pres-
sure. I think we think about these things 
possibly diff erently and I’m not sure I 
would agree with the assessment that 
the pressure has shifted so heavily to us.”

Forget the on-ice matters for a mo-
ment. Just about every historical stat 
that Maurice can show his team before 
it boards another fl ight to Edmonton on 
Thursday says the trends over time show 
that Florida should be liking its chances:

•  The Panthers won Game 1. Game 
1 winners win the Cup 76% of the time.

• They led the series 2-0. Teams in 
that situation win the Cup at a 91% rate.

• They led the series 3-0. The Cup 
rate there: 96%.

• They led 3-1. Cup rate in that situ-
ation: 97%.

• They lead 3-2. Cup rate in that situ-
ation: 81%. After getting outscored 13-1 
from late in Game 3 to basically midway 
through Game 5, after losing 8-1 in their 
last trip to Edmonton and falling at home 
on Tuesday night, the Panthers still lead 
the series. Nobody, if off ered the chance 
to be in this spot on the fi rst day of camp 
back in the fall, would have declined.

“It’s still 3-2,” Maurice said.
Sure, Edmonton has done what it 

must do. It has fended off  elimination 
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Panthers 
cognizant 
of mistakes 
in Cup fi nal
Lead Oilers despite 
two straight losses
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SAN FRANCISCO | Long after “The 
Catch” and his 660 home runs, and the 
daring sprints around the bases with his 
hat falling off , Willie Mays could still 
command a room like no other.

Mays was a frequent visitor to the 
downtown ballpark in San Francisco 
at 24 Willie Mays Plaza with his statue 
outside the stadium. He would often hold 
court with his contemporaries and the 
younger generation of players who hung 
on every word said by a player they were 
too young to have ever watched play.

His commanding voice and high-
pitched laugh were recognizable any-
where. He was simply the “Say Hey Kid” 
from his days patrolling center fi eld at 
the Polo Grounds in the 1950s, when 
baseball ruled New York City, to his 
death at age 93 on Tuesday afternoon.

As Hall of Famer Ken Griff ey Jr. said: 
“He’ll always be the godfather of all 
center fi elders.”

There may be players who hit more 
home runs, won more Gold Gloves, had 
more hits and captured more World Se-
ries titles than Mays. But there never was 
- and probably never will be - a player as 
dazzling and entertaining as he was for 
more than two decades on both coasts.

With a hat too small so it fl ew off  his 
head as he raced around the fi eld and 
his signature basket catches, Mays was 
a showman who could do it all as the 
consummate “fi ve-tool player.” Perhaps 
no one combined the ability to hit for 
both average and power, to run the bases, 
fi eld and throw like Mays did during his 
career spent mostly with the Giants in 
New York and San Francisco.

“Willie could do everything from the 
day he joined the Giants,” Hall of Fame 
manager Leo Durocher said. “Mays 
could do all the things you look for in a 
player better than anybody I ever saw.”

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL

Farewell, ‘Say Hey Kid’
Mays inspired 

generations with 
his talent and 
exuberance
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INDIANAPOLIS | Zach Harting had a 
practical reason for getting a job away 
from the pool.

He was approaching his 26th birth-
day. He needed health insurance.

“I’m not on my parents’ (plan) any-
more,” Harting said.

An Olympian at the Tokyo Games, 
Harting is attempting to make the team 
for Paris at this week’s U.S. swimming 
trials.

No matter what happens, he’s already 
lined up a pretty solid side hustle as a 
project engineer for Buff alo Construc-
tion in Louisville, Kentucky.

“So 9 to 5, I’m not thinking about 
swimming,” said Harting, who is at-
tempting to make the Olympics in the 
butterfl y.

He isn’t alone at these trials when it 
comes to balancing two full-time jobs.

Nic Fink, who joined Harting on the 
2021 Olympic team and already qualifi ed 
for the Paris Games in the 100-meter 
breaststroke, works for Quanta Utility 
Engineering Services, clocking in re-
motely from his home in Dallas.

Some major multitasking skills are 
required, but Fink and those around 
him — from his coaches at SMU to his 
engineering colleagues — make it work.

“It’s kind of a group eff ort in the 
pool,” said Fink, the reigning world 

champion in the 100 breast. “And then 
obviously in work, they know that I’ll 
get my stuff  done, and my hours may 
be a little diff erent than other people’s. 
I’ve defi nitely answered texts like, ‘Hey, 
can I get this back to you in like an hour 
or so?’ And they are like, ‘No rush, you 
do you.’ They let me know when things 
need to get done by and I work around 
that schedule.”

Fink’s life will soon be getting even 
more hectic. His wife, former Olym-
pic swimmer Melanie Margalis Fink, 
is expecting the couple’s fi rst child in 
September.

After Nic Fink, who turns 31 next 

OLYMPICS

Two U.S. swimmers hold full-time jobs while chasing Olympic dreams
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Zach Harting swims during a men’s 200 butterfl y semifi nals heat Tuesday at the U.S. 
Swimming Olympic Trials in Indianapolis. Harting is attempting to make the Olympic 
team for Paris while balancing his full-time engineering job.
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New York Giants centerfi elder Willie Mays fl ashes his smile in the clubhouse at the Polo Grounds in New York on Sept. 8, 1957. 
Mays, the “Say Hey Kid” whose talent, drive and exuberance made him one of baseball’s greatest players, died Tuesday at 93.

Running at top speed, Mays gets under a 450-foot blast off  the 
bat of Indians fi rst baseman Vic Wertz for an over-the-shoulder 
catch in Game 1 of the 1954 World Series at the Polo Grounds.» see MAYS | B11

“Mays could do all the things that you look for in a player better 
than anybody I ever saw,” the late Hall of Fame New York Giants 
manager Leo Durocher (left ) said of Mays.


