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MIDDLE EAST WAR

Nowhere in
[srael safe,

Hezbollah
chief warns

Two sides swap war threats

Najia Houssar Hooo

The Israell military and
Iran-backed Herbollah

militants in Lebanon
exchanged ti-for-

tal thireats of war on
Wednesday amid soaring
tensions on thedr border.

Hezhodbith chef Hiasan
Masrallah sasd nowhere in Isracl
wolld be spared in case of a full-
Blown contlict and threatened
the Mediterranean island of
Cyprus if it opened its airports
and bases to lsrael

“The enemy knows well that
we have prepared ourselves for
the worst ... and that no place wall
e spared our rockets,” Masrallah
saidl. lsrael should expect to be
attached “on lamd, by sea and by
ur,” he sail,

“We have obtained new
weapons” Nasrallah sabd, “We
have developed some of our
weapons .. and we are keeping
others for the davs that wall
oome. Years ago we talked about
100,000 fighters ... today, we
have greatly excesded that ™

Wisrallah saad  gmiving  Isracl
access 1o bases on Cyprus o
target Lebanon “would mean that
the Cypricd gpovernment is part of
the war, and the resistance will

/ JirBriet

~ REIN IN HOUTHIS

Urgent action must be taken
in the Red Sea to stop Houthi
atiacks on ships, leading
industry groups said. PT

"NALANDA CAMPUS

A new campus of Nalanda
Uiniiversity at the sile of an
ancient Buddhist seat of leaming
was inangurated by the premoer
in the Indian state of Bilar. P8

DIGITAL PAYMENTS

Digital currencies are gaining
irachion im the Middle East as
the ocus is on imMproving cross
bercher payment svsterm. P

cheal with it as part of the war”

Earlier Hezbollah fired dozens
of Katvusha rockets and artil-
lery rounds toward a military
barracks I Kirvat Shimona in
northern Israel in retaliation for
Israeli airstrikes on Tyre and the
border village of Khiam.

In Israel, the military said
||-|1|_-'|':|1il|-|'|:|| ]||:|I:|.'-: bOF an Invasion
ol Lebanon had been “approved
and valdated.” a day aflter
Faredgn Minkster 1srael Katz sajd

SNUMBER

374,396

Palestinkans have been killed
In lerasl's offensive on Gaza.

Hezbolkah faced destruction in a
“toial war™

Tsrae Hezhollah  have
been exchanging  cross-border
fire since Isracl imvaded Gaza last
Dictober, The clashes have killed
at least 478 people in Lebanon,
maost of them fighters bt
imcluding 83 cvilians, Al Jeast
15 scdchiers and 11 civilians have
ben Killed in northern Israel.

andd

*Rolated reports
#Cpinlon by Ray Hanania

The Voice of a Changing Region

- N

Emoke Bllowa durlng larnel’s bombardment an tha Khiam village In seuth Lebanon Aear tha border. AFF

MASTER PLAN
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SUMMER DELIGHT
Price of

oil hits
highest in

7 weeks

Aral News - ol

The price of oil rose to its highest
in seven weeks on Wednesday
ambl optimism aboul a polen-
il merease in demand over the
SLUIMIMECT.

Brent crude, the global bench-
mark, Increased by 23 centds (o
SRS 5A amd US Wes
Texas Intermediate crude by 18
cents 1o 35175 a barrel.

“There are proen shoots
thal imdicafe a more oplimishc
outlook,” sakl Tamas Varga of
ol broker FYM. The Brend price
beinig 38 above the lows hit ineardy
T “slyowy Eenne  oplimiism
that the global oil balance will
eventually ighten,” he said

n barme],

HIGHLIGHT

Brent crude, the global
banchmark, increased

by 23 cents to $85.56 a
barrel and US Weast Texas
Intermediate crude by 18
cents to $81.75 a barrel.

Anidvsts said the Gaza war
and tension between Isracl and
Lebanon risked supply dismup
tion in the Middle East.

“Any cooling off between both
parties seems diflicultl i the
near term, which may keep oil
prices well-supported as market
participants shrug off pockets of
wieakness on the economic front,
from weaker than expected US
retadl sales to mixed sets of data
et of China this wesek™
Yeap Jun Rong, a marke! strate-
gask at I in Singapore

Data from China this weck
showed industrial output below
expectationzs but  retail sales
showing rapid growth.

satcl

Riyadh targets Expo 20350 “by the world, for the world’

Saudi organizers deliver their first progress report to event bureau chiefs in Paris

Arab Mews — ot

saudi Arabia ison target todeliver
an Expo 2030 "by the waorld, for
the waorld,” organizers have told
evenl chiefs in Parig in their firs
progress repor] since Riyadh was
chosen as host city.

Abdulaziz Alghannam, director
general of the Rivadh Expo 2030
office at the Roval Commibsion for
Rivacth City, bed the Saudi debega-
tion at the general assembly of the
Burean International des Exposk-

| tons m the French capatal.

Snud| Arabla was
elected as hast

faor thae 2030
avent on Nov, 28,
alFEpnrs

Efforts were fully underway for
Expo regristration and preparation
for creating the legal framework to
cnable intermational participation
in the evenl, be tosd the Birean

Rivadh was chosen to host
the event at the bureau's last
general assembly in November
2025,

The expo will take place from

Oct. 1, 2030 to March 31, 2041
when the Sauwdi capital will host
197 countrics and 22 interna
tional organizations.

The theme -

of  Change:

“The Era
Together for a
Foresighted Tomormow™ —
cncapsulates  Sawdi  Arabia's
commitment to using the Expo
to accelerate progress toward
the planned sustainable devel-
opment ];u:ll.'-.. The evenl will
focus on harnessing scicnce and
innovation for a Better Muture

Preparations  are |I'I]|I|.'|."]"|'|-'i.lf|'

at the highest levels, including
infrastructure develop-
ment, legisiative and financial
measiures, the master plan for
the Expao site, and legacy plans.
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i the Global Event for Defense and Security,
we discussed the sector’s strategy in the
Kingdom, [ts investment environment, and
targeled localization opportunities.
Ahmad Al=-Ohali

Ouwpdar i, Canesal Sithoerty Tor MRSy ks

® Radar

Ehahran
The Missing Piece

Become a detective at Ithira Cen-
ter's Energy Exhibot and sodve

a sct of mysteries. The activity
will rumn until March 28, Find
more detalls o the Tthea app.

Jeddah
Borderless World

Immerse yourself in border-

less art at teamLab's interactive
mitsenrm, where vou can wander
and create a new world with
others, The captivating museum
15 located at the Culture Square
in the historic district. Yisit the
teamiab.art website for tichets
and more dedalls,

Riyadh
Archery

Mevdan Stham center is oller-
g an oppartunity for sporis
loweers of Both genders 1o learn
archery na competitive and fun
environment. For details, visit
experinces. suplift.com.

Jeddah

Fishing trip

Joam this fishing experience and
have a relaxing time surrounced
by the soumd of waves, The
egpuipment, starfing from mods
to lures, 15 incloded. Check the
Hala Yalla app for details.

1eRegion

Thve Midkebbe Fast Rovnelup
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THE FECTURES THAT gﬂhﬂl THE DAY

ISter

awdi Minister of Interior and
Chairman of the Supreme Hajj
Committes Prince Abdulaziz bin
Rawd met with senlor officlals of
Hall security forces and military com-
manders in Makkah on Wednesday,
commending them for safeguarding

pilgrims during this year's Hajj, the
Saudi Press Agency reported.

Prince Abdulaziz emphasized that
a safe Hajj for pilzrims was made
possible due to a combination of quall-
fied personnel, strategic planning, and
optimal use of technology.

Direcior of Public Secunty and
Chadrman of the Haj Security Committeos
Li. (Fen. Mohammed bin Ab<iuilah
Al- Bassamd sabd that Hajl security forces
wollld continue following the secunty
and organzational pdars until palenms
retormed to their countries,

l l / (1 1'( HTI"EI]diI]g Todays fof topics explained by Nada Jan

GET WELL SOON

Beomgvyu

Fans of South Korean singer
Beomgyu of the Tomormow
X Together proup were sad-
cberved to hear that the star
hadl been injuared,

“Beomgyu recently visited the ospi-
tal due to an injury during his schedule
and was diagnosed with a sprained
ankle ligament,” his agency, Bighit
Mluesic, sad in a statemeent, but did not
revieal how he sustained this ingury.

“We ask for vour understanding thai
it will be difficult for him to participate
kn some official actlvitkes, such as Paris
Fashion Week. due to the Goclor's opin-
ion that he needs to rest for the time
being,” the agency added.

'INSPIRED GENERATIONS
Willie Mays

Willie Mays, one: of hase-
ball's most beloved players,
has cied at age B3,

The death of Mavs,
nicknamed the “Say Hey Kid” and con-
siclered the greatest all-around Major
League Basehall plaver, was annoumsceed
by the league's commissioner Rob Man-
fred in a statement issoed on Wednes-
day morning, Saudi tiome.

“All of Major League Basehall is in
meourming toclay as we are gathered at
Lhe very ballpark wivere a career and a
legacy ke no odher began,

“Willie Mays took his all-around
brilliance from the Birminzham Black
Baroms of the Negro American League
to the historic Giants franchise ™ Man-
fred sadd.

“From coast 1o cosst in New York and
salll Francesco, VWillle inspired genera-
tions of players and fans as the game
grow and truly carned its place as our
MNational Pastime,” he added.

Wlays wis
a 2h-thme
All-Star, |
12-time 2

L

Glover, tawo-time MVE, World Senes
champion, and an MLE Hall of Famer.
He was onored with the Presidential
Medal of Freedom in 2005 by U5 Presi-
dent Barack Ohbama.

Tributes from colleagues and pabdic
Aigures poured in for Mays, with Oharnma
writing on X, = Willie Mays wasn just
a singular athlete, blessed with an
unmatched combination of grace, skill
amd] power.

“He was also s wonderfully warm and
Eeneroas person — and an insgpir-
bion toan entire generation. I'm fucky
to hawve spent time with him over the
veurs, and Michelle amd T send our
deepest condodences (o his
family.”

American baseball
pltcher OC Sabathia
wrote: *Yaou changed
the game forever ancd
mspared kids like me
fo chase our dream.
Thank vou for
evervihing
Lhat you dad
an and off
Lhe Tebd”

"I-_--
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® The family-themed pop-up
expemicnce Modesh World in the
UAE is one of the Gulf region's
largest indoor entertainment
and amusement events this
sumimer, offenng activities
catering mostly to families with
children. Visit dwic.com to find
mmore Gestands abowl the exper-

ence, which will man until Ang,
1% af the ubad Waorld Tracde
e,

® Al-Jasra Handicraft Center

is the ideal place to immerse
vearrsell in the rich tapestry of
Bahrain®s cultural heritage. Visi-
tors can participate in a range
of workshops in traditional
cralls, like copper shaping, anc

in dodng so help preseryve the
couniry's cilltural legacy. The
workshops min until Aug. 3l

& Ahmed Saad and the Saudi
b Miami will hold a concert
ol June 20 at Exhibition Wiorlkd
Bahrain, where they will sing
many of their most famows hits
Visit calendarbh for tickets and
more cetaiks,

Todgys
Number

45m

The National Water Comjpsany
dlistributed over 45 million cubic
mecters of waker Lo pilrims across
the holy sites. To ensure the high

guality of water provided to
pilgrimes, the cotmpsany coswiucted
mare than 76,000 laboratory tests
dhuring the Hajj season, Saud
Press ."l-El:'nL_.'l-rl:'!:"E'm"d.

WhosWho

Dr. Bander
Al-Sajjan

r. Bander Al-Sajian was
recently appointed
director geners of the
Institule of Public Ad-
mimstration, which aims to barld
capaciy and provide business
development strategics o govern-
mietil entitées o achieve their goals

Al the [P, Al-Sajjan previ-
ously served as the director of the
basiness adminisdration programs
seclor, the depaity director general
for quality and development, amd
director peneral of planning and
deved opmend.

In previous roles, he served as
the dhepuity mini=ter for relations
andd infermational codlaboration at
the Minsdry of Energy and was
abso a part-time adviser for the
Min=try of Civil Service. Al-Sajjan
was al=o a deputy assistant for
gtratesy and international affairs
at the Capital Market Authority
b=l heing progmoted to depiity.

He s a member of numerous
boacal and micrmational organiza-
thons — he is a committee member
of the Preparatory Committee for
Administrative Organdzation; the
chairman of the expert commdttee
at the Arab Administrative Devel-
opament Organdzation: an advisory
board membser of the Jowrmal of
Serurity Research; a board member
of the Human Hesources Develop-
merst Funid and a member of its
Initernial Audit Commuittes: and a
bcsurt] meember of the International
Association of Schoods and Insti-
tuies of Administration m Belgiom,

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia

June 20 Fajr  Bunrise
Ak ik 41 =:38
Modinah &:02 6:32
Riyadh 3:33 504
Abkn 410 5:34
Damrmarm 313 Aak

Exhuhi Asi Maghiel ki
1222 a4 0l 2:35
12:23 3:44 73 a8:43
nab 3148 Godh 8:16
12:12 334 G:48 a8
11 &07 G35 205
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SUDAN CRISIS

The evidence seems to show credible,
repeated, expanding, continuous allegations
of atlacks against the civilian population..

Karim Khan

0 Pros s

An attack on human dignity

[CC’s appeal for evidence of atrocities turns spotlight on the lighting and worsening humanitarian crisis in Sudan

Alex Whlbeman | codon

The International
Criminal Court's chiel
prosecutor karim Khan
has appealed for evidence
of atrocities In Sudan,
saving his ongoing
investigation "seems Lo
disclose an organized,
systematic and a profoumnd
attack on human dignity.”

However, legal experts  who
spoke o Arabh  News  have
accused the ICC of drageing its
feet on the deteriorating situa-
Hon in Sudan and of foecusing (oo
marrowly o the Darfar |'-e';_'i||-|1
while neglecting the  wader
confhict.

Khan last week said he had
become “particularly concermed
by the cthnically motivated
nature” of the conflict in Sudan
after combatanis repariedly
attacked the main hospital in
Al-Fasher, North Darfur, in what
likely constituted a war crime.

Doctors from  the medical
charity Medecins 5ans Frontieres
comfirmed 1o Arah News that the
altack on the South Hospital
on June 8§ had
[oreed MSF amd
s partmers  m
the Sudanese

Ministry of
Health b0y
suspeend all
ACHVITIes anl
withdraw  staff
from the facility.
A spokes-
[IEFSOE bl

authoritics had
already  reduced
services gl the
hospital,  with
many patients  having  been
transferred before the attack
owing to the uptick in Azhiing
around the cliv — the last in
Prarfur still under the contral of
the Sudanese Armed Foroes,

Fighters affiliated with the
Hapid Support Forces, a break-
away military faction thal has
selzed control of swathes of the
couniry since the conflict bezan
on April 15, 2003, were accused
al mounting the attack.

“It's outrageows that the RSF
opened fire inside the hospital,”
Michel Lacharite, head of
emergencies at MSF, told Arab
News, “I0 s nod an isolabed
incident. Staff and patients have
endured attacks on the Gcility
[or weeks fmom all sides, bt
opening  fire inside a  hospital
crosses i line.

“Warring partics must stop
attacking Dne  hy
one, hospitals are damaged and
chosed. Remaming [acilityes o
Al-Fasher aren't preparcd [or
mass casualties, we are trving to
find] sodutions, bat the responsi-
bility lics with warring partices to
spare medical facilities.”

The RSF, commanded by
Mohammeed Hamdan Dagalo,
alsn known as Hemedt, has

hospitals,

Sudan's Darfur, T NR virleoes SUEEFest  fetenl
mh:{“‘;"}: SAF  victories were  enahbed
misunting ethn Ll FiE
sbnlanid Isali hﬂ:. .l['u d-::#]n.}m-:'nt ol !1I.I.-!.]'i.
contributing JI..'Ii'II.HI:I'l made :.-:rn.L_I:-.'LL drones as
to muss Maohajer-6 and Zajil-%

gisplacement, According to 'Wim Zwimen:
::':“"‘"m"'"" burg. a drone expert and head

of the Humanitarian Disarma-
ment Project al Dutch peace
organization PAX, the videos are
“an indication of active Iranian
support” for the SAF.

“If these drones are equippeed
with guided munitions, It means
they were supplied by Iran
brerause those munitions are not
produced in Sudan,” Zwinen-
b tald the BEC,

Stpdan’s SAF-dominatexd
roverning council has denied
acquiring weapons from [ran.

Cameran
fellow [or the Africa Program
al the Center for Strategwe and
Intermational Studies, said that
although the Al-Fasher hospital
assanlt has been a wake-up call
for the 1CC, attacks of this kind
were “nothing new.”

“The fact of the matter is thal

Hudson, a =enkor

Previoast clenied claims The measure expressed “grave this 1s not the first hospital to
that s forces altack cwvilian concern™ over the spreading b looted or destroyed n this
infrastructure. vicdence and reporis that the  conflict” Hudson told Arab News,

While details about the RSFwascarryving out “ethnically *It is a conflict that has been

motivated violenoe”

During the meeting, Mohamed
Abushahab, the UAEs ambas-
sador to the UN, said: "We
bBelieve that the Sudanese people
deserve justice and peace, They
necd a
palitical process and unhindered
flow of humanitanan ad.”

hospital attack remain shetohy,
the MSF sl
"mast patients” amd “all MSF
staff * were able o escape.

As the main referral hospital
fixn treating Al-Fashers
wir-wounded, the only one
equipped 0 manage  mass
casualty events and one of just

raging for 14 months and has
been fought in much the same
way with this attack well within
the nature of the conflict.

"What is new is that Sodan's
civilian population’s ability to
with=tanid
this war has depleded,
But while 1t may fecd

sPOResErsan

cegselire, a credible the shocks of

wo with surgical capacity, the Rebutting accusations made like a game-changing
loss of services will have a major by the representative of Sudan® moment, it s not” "
mpact SAF-bseched FONVETTITETL, Referring iy

The UN Security Council he said “Excuses and fOnger the July 1995 W,
sdopted a UR-drafted resolution pointing only  pmolongs the  massacre of €
of Jume 14 demanding an end 16 sulfering of civilians” mare than 80040 -
the siege of Al-Fasher Inchependent imveslgations Bosmiak Muslim © — F

INNUMBERS

14k

Estimated number of
people killed in Sudan
since the conflict bagan
on Aprll 15, 2023,

10m

People displaced,

mchuding over 2 million
who have crossed into
neighboring countries.

menand boyvs during the Bosman
War, Hudson said: "Maybe if
there was a Srebrenica moamnent,
a move o extermination, thai
walttld be gvme-changing.”
Khan's comments indicate the
TCC has been paying attention to
the situation in Sudan. However,
Hudson voleed disappointment
at the court’s slow response to
tho conflict.
Contrasting the “alacrity™ with
which the ICOC ascted agains
Russia for its war
A In  Ukraine
8 and Israel for
it assaul
on  Gaza,
y he =aid i

was lefling of Sudan™ ranking
i international prioTiiies
that the court was “only mow"®
investigating,

“Khans commenis sirike me as
an admission that the court has
not moved at pace and shoold
have been doing more” said
Hudson. “I am not sure what
restraints he is operating under
buf he’s not priontized Sudan,
and, in Darfur, these cases build
themselves™

Sudiese inlernatumal
lawyers have also  expressad
skeplicism about  the 10C
prosecutors intervention. Ome
wha spoke to Arab News an the
conditian ||f:|||ﬂ|1:..':||:|[3. !-iilill ||1|'_'.'
were  particilarly concerned
by Khan's focus on the viodlence
in Drarfur wihen o reality, the
violence has spread far beyvond
the troubled western region.

“The 1CC was mandated to
investigaie crimes in Darfur
in 2005, and we have ol e
secn any  resulls fmom  that
mandate, and now this conflict
15 happening in other areas,” the
fawver sabkd. “This violence is o
all in — mor s it originating from

Darfur.

“What is happening outside
Darfur g nol lesser than the
vidence happeming within
it and wvet the 1CC, partly as
a consequence of Sudan not
being 4 party to the ¢ourt's
jurisdiction, i drawing atien-
Hon away [rom this and making
it all about Darfur”

Diespite lacking jurisdiction as
a consegquence of the Sudanese
povermiment falling to matify the
ICC treaty, otherwise known as
the Home Statute, the court had
galned jurlsdiction for a Hmited
investigation into earlier crimes
in Darfur throwgh a UN Security
Council referral.

That referral resulted in the
1CCs 2009 declslon o ssue an
arrest warrantl lor the since-
cssted sudanese President Omar
Bashir for muliiple charges,
mcluding for a genocide Chad
ok place in Darfur bebween
2003 and 20408,

Borm out of Arab militias
cofmmanly known  as  Janja-
wiesel, Lhe RS was mobilized by
Bashir against non-Arab iribes
in Darfur. At the time, they were
accused of mass killings, rapes
and other atrocities, and Darfur
became  synonymous  with
eenncice.

Welcoming Khan's push  For
evidlenee, anoller Sudan-hized
tegal expert, who spoke to Arab
News anonyvimously, challenged
those questioning the focus on
Darfur, stressing i1 made sense
given the reglon's history

“Dioes 11 make sense lo keep
looking at cases within the
Tiartun ;_:,t'rr}'_|';|;'||1:||' FEgon?” they
asked, “Yes, because all that s
happening in Sudan from 20003
up te now can be connected
back to Darfur, as that Is
Where
causes e

this confllers ool
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Saudi Arabda has been at the forefront of driving global efforts to combat land degradation und drougiht. SPA,

SUSTAINABILITY

Desertification

among ‘most pressing
challenges of our time’

‘Healthy land is essential for our future

Arab Mews R yadh

Desertification and drought
are among the most
pressing environmental
challenges faced by the
workl, Saudi Deputy
Minlster of Environment,

Water and Agricaltare
Osamea Fagpecha has sald.

In a statement marking the S0¢h
anniversary ol the UN Conven-
bion o Combat Desertihcation,
the mindster said land degradation
affected up to 40 percent of the
waorkds land area, resaliing in the
annual loss of 100 million hectares
of healthy land, Saaedi Press Agency
reparted,

Emphasizing the Ringdom's
commitment o sustanable lamwd
mamagement, Fagecha — sawdk
“Desertification, land desrada-
tion amed drovght are among the

ENSURING PILGRIMS'

maost  pressing  environmental
challenges of our time. This vear’s
S0th anniversary of the UNOCCD
coincides with COPIE, which is
expecied to be a prvolal moment
for land restoration and sustain-
agble manapement. Together,
we can lurn the tide and restore
our land. Our foture depends on
our ability to manage our lamd
stistainahly”

He added that lasd degrada-
tion meant the world los an area
of healthy land equivalent to four
football fickds every second.

"Healthy land is essential for our
future, Let's unite for astalnable
land management,” e said,

Sanphl Arabia has been
at i forefmond
of driving: global
efforis 1o combat
land degradation

Cuama Faqoeha

COMFORT

and droaght. Programs such as the
saudi Green Infbative and various
laned  restoration projects  were
highlighted as maodels for sustain-
able development,

The mimster said the mibatnves
nat only contributed 1o ewviron-
mendal sustainakaity, bul akso aimed
0 create economic  opportunilics
anxl improve the quality of life for
codmmmities. The 30th Desertifica-
ot anel Drought Day was hosted by
(rermany and concluded this week

UNCCD  Executive  Secretary
Ibrahim Thiaw said: “This vear, we
focus on sharing the wisdom of our
ancestors with future penerations,
More than a billion young people
under the age of 25 n developing
countries depend on land and

natural mesosgoes, They are

key to transforming ther

communitics and driving

nmovation in sustainable
land management.”

.

Fluent Makkah locals brealk: down
language barriers during Hajj

Tareq Al-Thagafi Mokbah

During the Hal season, locals in
the hody city are oflen praased for
thetr fluency n several languapes,
stemming from their interactions
with peopde fromm around the workd.

Their cngagement in Hajy-
related activities, both commer-
cial and voluntary, across varkous
sectors, enables them o secure
seasonal jobs and gain valuable
experience  1n volunleerng.
Mosi  importantly, it provides
them with the honor of serving
pilgrims, meeting their needs,
and ensuring their commfon

Anas AlFHanthi, a Makkah
resident, engages in seasonal
work every yvear during the Haj

i

Thelr engagaemsert |n Hig|-related
motivities provides the locals with

the honor of sarving pligrims. 5P

FASTFACT

Most Makkah residents gained
the skills through direct
sontact with pllgrims, anabling
them to meat the worshippers”
needs effactively,

season with agencies that offer
ternporary ohs,

He describes i as a grest experi-
ence thal has allowed him (o leam
Indonesian amdd  inderact  with
Indomiesian  worshippers the
bargest groupof pilgrims arriving in
Malkkah each vear,

Al-Harithi =said that linguistic
barriers have stentAcantly dimin-
ishedl, as many people in Makkah
have long been Huent in several
languages.

Through his years of working
during Hajj, Al-Hariili has bkt
extensive  knowledge related to
the pilgrimage. His ability (o share
languages and actively  parbic-
pate malkes the jourmey casier amd
senocther for pilgrims.

1 heSpace

#® Conflict in Ukraine
and Saudi Arabia’s
diplomatic role

NASSER BIN HAMED AL-AHMAD

laclirmir Putin's racant thraat to
the Weast in which he warmed of
supplying weapons to entities

capable of targeting Western
nations, underscores the

increasingly volable future of international

SoCurity.

This colncides with a 2019 study publishad in
the Intarmational Security Journal which focuses
an the distribution of power in the workd order,
the extent of cooperation among great powers,
and the consequential reverberations on global
sacurity. It found that the shift from a unipolar

to a multipolar world order
significantly compliicates great
powers' efforts to control the
spread of weapons of mass
destruction. The study argues
that ongoing and intensifying
security competitions, such as
those in the South China Sea,
Syria, and Ukralne, haighten
these risks. According to the

study, in a multipokar system

where great powers struggle
to cooperate and uncertainty

among major players aurges, malntaining global
stability becomes noeraasingly almost imposailble.
As Russian trocps advance in Ukraing, testing
the West's resolve and commitmant to defending
Ukraine's sovarsignty, escalating conflict in the
Middle East provides a convenient distraction fior
Putin. This development underscores the study's

argument that great powers can exploit rising

gaopolitical tensions and security compatition in

athear r'lbﬂ'lnn:: to advance thair interasts |n|;Hr:|1:-'I'J:|r.
The current situation presents a stark challenge

to the US, which has champloned arms control,

particularly of weapons of mass destruction as

a cornerstone of s grand strategy since 1945

The ongoing conflicts highlight the difficulty of

H &

During his visit to the
Kingdom on June 12,
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky
stated that he had held
productive talks with
Sandi Crown Prince

Mohammed bin Salman.

upholding this commitmeant in an increasingly
miultipolar world whens new threats and
distractions constantly amerge. Since defeating
Moscow in Ukraine is likely impossible, providing
military aid — which could escalate the conflict
or prowve 1o be a futile policy — s an urwise and

potentially countarproductive
strategy for the antire

international comminity.

A poitical settement, while
undoubtedly complicated and
requiring difficult compromises:
from all parties imobved, is the
only responsible path forward
mot only for Russia and tha
West but for the entire warld,
Putin's threat serves as a stark
reminder of the fragility of
peace in the 21st century and

the urgent nead for dialogue and cooperation on
the global stage. The prospect of a Donakd Trump
comeback ssams to motivate President Joo
Biden and tha GT, a3 sean In thelr last meeting to
ensure sustained support for Ukraine,
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Hajj 2024

Ministry organizes
‘hhitamubu Misk’

event in Makkah

Thee Sanadi Mimistry of Hajj and
Trmrah organdzed 3 “Ehitamubu
Misk™ ceremony in Makkah
recenily.

The event inchnded honoring
outstanding individheals with the
Labbaitum Award for excellence
i plgrim service.

Smmdl Minksier of Hajj and Umrah
Tawfi Al-Rablah anmoumnced the
Beginning of pregarations lor the
start of the Umrah season wonkd
b 14ih of i al-Hijjah 1445 AH
(huly 20, D04},

Hee sadd the achievements of
this year's Hajj season were the
result of combined efforts by all
sectors and agenches working
I serve pilErames, aawd that
the cooperation of Haj alfairs
offices plaved a significant role
i ensuring pllerims’ safety and
contfort. SR Makkah

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Support

100 sacrificed
animals for
Mulialla residents

The King Salman Humandtanan
Add ancl Redlet Center has
distributesd 100 sacriliced
animals in Mukalla, Yemmen, for
| A0 impoverished peopale

The chistiabution of thee animeals
15 part of the mmpdementation of
the Sacrificial Project in Yemen.

It adms to distribute 2,550
saucrificed ankmals to needy
Famvilies in the governorates of
Adlen, Hadramout, Al-Mahrah,
Afarib and Lahdj m Yemen,
benefting 32620 people.

The progect 1s an extension
of the relicf and humanitaran
efforts provided by the Kigdom
througsl Barellef to bring joy
dhiring Eid, Elsewhere, the
apency earbier this month
delvered 25 tonnes of dates to the
World Food Proeramme’s offbce
i Gadnese SPA Hadramount

thwarted in KSA

Sauch Arabia’s drug controd
athority recently arrested
several people invedved in
sinEsling, and sedzed large
cpeamntities of narcotics alter
operations acres Saidh Arabia,
ther Saudi Press Agency reported.

Border Guard Land patrols m
Habwra, Asir provinee, arvested
15 viedators, Ethloplans and
Yemenis, for smuggaling 3040 kg
off lchal.

Imi fazan, security officials
arrested two Yemenis and four
Sauclis for possesshng 196k of
hashish and 7,227 amphetamin:
tabdets.

Anather rakl by Border Guards
i Ad-Dir, Jazan prosvinee,
thwarted smugglimg of 450 kg ol
khat. The Saudi povernment aims
o curb the sesgling of drugs at
all levels. SPA Riyadh

. Follow frab News Briefs all through the day @2AmbNews
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Toreq Al-Thagafi Fakkab

The arrival of Eid Al-Adha
signals the return of
mahshoosh, or Al-Humais
— a traditional dish
beloved by Jazan locals
that Is deeply rooted In the
region’s culinral heritage,

Mahshoosh has stood the test
of tme, malntaining its promi-
nence among the various dishes
that grace the Jazan fable, Ii=
preparation 1s seen as a revival
of an age-old tradition dating
biwck to a time when there was no
refrigeration. Local people pelied
on this dish to preserve the meat
From thedr Eid Al-Adha sacrifices,

While the dish is most assoc-
ated with Eidd Al-Adha, it can be
savored throughout the year. [is
name stems from the method
of preparation, which Involves
finely chopping meat and fat into
siill pieces, a process refermred (o
a5 “Al-Hash™ in the local dialect.

The recipe for mahshoosh
has been passed down throggeh
penerations, with women in Jazan
taking zreatl pride in preparing
it, Omee the meat and fat are cut
ufa, the fat is sbowly medted and
meal added gradually, After the
addition of spices, the dish is then
left to simmer for several hours
with occasional stirving.

Finatly, the cooked mixture is
transferred 1o a clay container,
where it solidifies and can be
preserved for several months
swithout losing ils Havaor,

Chefl Ahmed Issa Shetifi from
the Sabyva govermorate said
mahshoosh was invented oot of
necessity when people had no

MNada Atturkl iy

Saudi Arabda boasis a plethora
of movel nataral reserves and
resorts that  champlon  the
nourishment of the mind, body,
and soul.

From lush mountain ranges
to glistening blue waters, the
well-preserved  environments
have become must-visit spots
for those looking to discover
the Kingdom™s hidden gems and
reconnect with nature,

Nujuma, Ritz-Carlton
Reserve, The Red Sea
Situated on a private island, the
mewly opencsd Nujuma, Rite-
Carlton Reserve mirks the
brand’s debut in the Middle
East, featuring coral reefs
beneath  the water’s
sirface and a clear 1\.
view of the night stars,
inspdring its name,

Model and  actress
Maria Eduarda spoke (o
Arab News about her stay:
“Evervthing was great! The
food, the rmom service, and
in-villa dining were amazing ...
The structure inside the villa is

amazing ... I loved it — one of
the st stops ever.”
The on-site Conservalion

means af preserving thedr food.
Cooking it with lard extended
the shelf life of the meat.

Preparation methods varied
from one household to another,
with some families adding only
onions  while others would
incluide spices such as cardamom
and cinnamaon.

According to Shetifi, proper
preparation  involves  roasfing
the lard before the meat is added.
The lard pieces should be large,
as they dissalve fasier.

House = an ode o nomadic
exploration, providing a space
for puests to got creative, expand
their knowledge, and foster a
semse o community through
resident sustainability, environ-
mental, and cultural experts.

Aseel Resort, Dirivah

Aseel Hesort s a Fumndly expseri-

ence  that  merges nature,

heritage, and luxury. Nestled in
the hirthplace of the Kingdom,

Dirfvah, the resort was created as

an ode to Saudh history and Nages

breautiful artistry.

/' The resort allows
aywhere from six o 75
puests, with six farms to

choose fom. Each one s

diccorated with omate art by

local creatives. Whether you

BURSTING WITH FLAYORS

Classic meat dish returns to Jazan tables

In the past, locals prepared mahshoosh to preserve sacrificial meat in the absence of refrigeration

- -I'ﬁ.-!;‘_.._ : __:F‘*.--.
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= While mahshoosh s
most associated with Eid
Al-Adha, it can be savored

throughout the year,

® [ts name stems from the
method of preparation, which
involves finely chopping meat
and fat into small pieces, a
process referred to as
‘Al=-Hash' in the local dialect,

e

He added: “This  custom
continwed even after people had
refrigerators to store meal and
foeiil. In Fact, some families still
store meahshoosh in rooms or
under thelr heds, where i Lists
for a week or 10 days before
breing consumed,

“"Later  gencrations  began
storing 11 1n peds in the refnger-
ator while others use designated
bags, cach containing one meal,
and keep them in the freezer”

Mahshoosh s very high in

SUMMER ESCAPE

Unwind and reconnect with nature at these Saudi reserves and resorts

takee adip in the frm’s private pool
or eniy game nights with your
family at the indoor majlis, its a
space 10 creale lifetime menmories.

Al-Ahsa Oasis, Al-Ahsa

HBoasting natural springs and lush
grecnery, Al-Ahsa Oasis s the
perfect spot for a family getaway.
Home to ome of the biggest
oases in the world and now a
UNESCO World E:I.-i']':it:lj_-.':'t" Kite,
the limestone hills of Al-Qarah
and Al-Ahsa National Park are
Just a few of the attractions,

Asfar Lake, or Yellowy Lake, is an
unforgetiable site from over the
sard dumes, while Soag Al-Crisariyva
s ome af the oldest markets in the
Ringdom for memorbie souvenirs,

Nofa Rivadh, Rivadh
The relaxing Nofa Rivadh featares
Ihuxury  wvillas complete  with
privaie gardens and swimoming
ponls, surrounded by green
lawns, sand dunes and mountains.
Dareen Al-Rajeh, a senor project
associate, said about her stay
there: ©1 liked how it was clean
ardd comfortabde with a generous
welcme from the stall, The vills
has a unigue =Hvle with your own
swimming pool ... Walking arcumd
the resort, vou will pass by a lot
of animals, which makes vou fec

The resort

connecied (o nature ..
has a s, a chikirens playverouncd,
muktiple restaurants, amd a small
Lake and boats.”

(ruests  are  encouraged 1o
expericnee palure on i whole
mew level at the resorts incred-
ible Wildlife Park where Asian
clephants, Grevys acbras, Arabian
oryx, and giraffes can be spotted.

Six Senses southern
Dunes, The Red Sea
Set apainst the dramatic backdrop
of desert plains and the Hias

Lard wngd maat are chopped up
and cooked together ko croate
the rich delicacy. 514

Mountains, Six Senses Southern
Diunes pays homage (o Nabatsean
architectural heritage and  its
majestic desert surroundings.

Frinm  Al-Sarabh o Merkaz,
Bariyi, and beyomd, the flavors
of Sauchi culinary heritage are
cridless, crafted with ingredients
sourced from the chel's garden
or bocal suppliers.

(rLie=ls also  Immerse
themselves in the gastronomic
arts by enrolling in a cooking
school to master healthy recipes
and techniques,

(A} |

Mohzhoosh
has wtood the
taut of tima,
madntaining s
promirence
amon g tho
vansus dishes
thot groce tha
Jaran tabshe,

S ppdbed st
Saud

calories amnd s typdcally served
only during Eid Al-Adha, he
salck; “Some families dedicate
the entire Eid sacrifice to
preparing mahshoosh. While
it can be enjoyed in moder-
Ehotl, tating it 1N excess poses
a risk of high cholesterod due to
its hilgh-calorle content.”

Mahshoosh is typically served
with bread, although some
people prefer to eat it with rice.
It is also part of the traditional
Iazan dinemer,

Jabal Shada, Baha
For those looking to discover Saudi
Arabias regional flora and fauna.
Jzbal Shada is just an hour-and-a-
half drive from Baha in the Jahal
Shada Nature Reserve, Marked with
unu=ual rock formations, the area
i home o unique peological cave
formations, reportedly dating back
T3 millbon years and engraved with
Thamudic writings and drawings
that date back 3,004 vears,

Tours are avallable to book

through  Akam  Aljazerah’s
wiehsile, and modern stays nearby
are equipped with kitchens, balco-
nies, amnd breathiaking views.

Sharaan Nature
Reserve, AlULa
Sharaan MNature Reserve spans
L5000 sg. km, showcasing
stunning red-rock canvons,
valleys, and desent landscapes.
safari Sharaans pguided 4x4
adventures  allow guesis (o
explore wildlife Hke red-necked
ostriches and Arabian ihex, and
discover ancient rock carvings.
Guesis can relax at Habitas
AltTla, featuring  Thuraya
Wellness” voga, Niness, and
personalized treatment offerings
with local oils and teas, or stay
in wellness-focused  villas  Hie
Celestial and Alcove at Habitas,
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GRAVE RISKS
Military lation i thern Leb fter US S visit
ilitary escalation in southern Lebanon after US envoy’s visi
Hostilitics Aarcd bctwieen ¥ border will only be reached  the Sist Diviston - at the Rirvat Taybeh and Hula.

28

Hexzbollah andd the Israell army in
sctthern Lebamon on Wednesday
fedlomving a visit by US envoy Amos
Hochstean to Betrot and Ted Aviv.

Cipinions varied on the oufcome
o Hochsteins visit, which aimed
e peduce  tenslons between
Hezbaollaly anwd Israel on Lehanon'
sclthern border,

A political olseerver moled an
“unsettling atmospher” amad the
visit — Hochstein's trp comcided
with Hezbollah's release of aerial
drone footage capiured mside
[srael, showing military bases amd
the Hilila Port,

The f[ootage, released by the
group on Twesday, alarmed amd

BACKGROUND

Wednesday's clash came
a day after the lsrasll
military said it had approved

asperational plans for an
affensive in Lebanon.

A
\1"'..: Wiy

il

angered lsraeli military observers.

Media reporis on Wednesday
from Beirul sad that Hochstedn
reassured carctaker Pome Mimister
Najibr Mikati that the atmosphere
was “positive” reganrding U1S Press-
ilend Joe Biden's indtistive for a
censelre 11 Gaga,

Hochstein said that the situation
was "under control”

following a truce in the Gaza Strip.

A Parls meeting  earfier  this
month between President Beden
and French President Emonanuoed
Macron focused on the imple-
mentation of UN Security Council
Resalwtion 17,

Severa] Hezbollah members and
civilians were Kifled and imgured in
fresh viodenee as Hochsieln beft the
PEEhon,

Hezbollah sakd on Wednesday it
fired dozens of Ratyusha rochets
and artillery rounds at a barracks
im Kirvat Shmona in northern
Israel, in retaliathon for the Isracl
attacks on Yarun and Khiaom.

The group sawd il targetied

shmona barracks with rockets
and artillery shells,

Israeli media reporied that about
200 rockets were Bunched from
Lebanon towand Kirvat Shmona.

Haaretz quoted the [sraeh army
as saving that about 10 rockets
were  [ired toward  the lown,
causing damage to mfrastracture
anl property.

Sirens amd Israels Iron Dome
air defense was  activated 1n

I=racli scttlements near the
Lehanese border.
Sipce Wednesday  morming

sotithern Lehanon las faced Isiacli
altmcks, Iunng civilians resadinge
near targpeted sites

The city of Khison was targeted
with heavy shells, cansing slgnifi-
cant damage to a healthcare center
belonging to the Amed Association
Intemational.

Israeli sertal and artillery attacks
targeted the ontskirts of the towns
of Aita Al-Slaab, Sheban, Odaksseh,
Rachava AlF-Foukhar, Talloaseh,
Band Habvyvan and Mays Al-Eabal,

The head of the Parliamentary
Foreign Affairs Commuttes, MP
Fadi Alame, counted “more than
a,0000 fsraeli attacks on Lebanon
gince the southern front opensed

over eiphil maonths ago, resilting in
the desth of more: than 400 people
A onver 15,0000 ingjures.”

Reutars dih=ns

Europe has a duty to

host children hurt and
trammaatized by war In
Gaza for as long as the
conflict continues, Greek
Forelgn Minister Greorge
Gerapetritis sald.

Gerapetritis is seeking partners in
what he hopes would be a propect
o temporarily bring the children
ta the E1L He said he discussed
the idea with Palestinian Prime
Minister Mohammed Mustala this
Wk

"We netd 1o face this tagedy
very clearly,” Gerapetntis saud.

“Furope should be open o
injured people from (Gaza) bt
also o chilkdren who are now
fazcing famine or other sorts of
dangmers”

Crreece wis elected as a member
of the UN Secunty Council for
20252026 earhier this month
Gerapetritis  believes  Greece's
historical thes with the Arab world
give it credibility to act as a pesce
broder.

The S6-yvear old, who has held
the et For & vear, dicl mot say how
many people cottld be hosted by
Cireesoe or the EUT but ssid the 1ssue
was under discussion with Palies-
tindan anthorities.

rerapetritis  stressed  that
the inltative was nod lnked to
regular migration, which has
become politically sensitive in
Europe amd strongly opposed by

a resurgent right,

“Thizx i= an obvious call for
humanitarian  assistance. We'ne
not talking here about cconomic
migrants or other bOpes of

HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE

Europe must host Gaza children,
Greek foreign minister says

The psychological impact of the war on the voungsters is ‘tremendous, Gerapetritis says

rregular  migrathon,” he  swid,
chays alter far-right parties surged
in  Eurmopean parbiamentary
clections.

Greeoe condemned the Oct, 7

T --I._
E .
L

attack by Harmas against Tsrael
bl has calbed for a lalt to Ismels
groumnd and air assaglt on Gaza
that Palestinian authorities say has
Killed more than 35000 people

and flattened wiwle cities.

The Wordd Health Organi-
fation savs many in Gaza [ace
famine-like comditions, and
mare than 8000 children under

FAST
FACT

Foreign
Minister
George
Gearapetritis
believes
Gresce's
historical ties
with the Arab
waorld give

it credibility
to act as a
peace broker,

Poleatininns
Eather on

Weadneaday to
recslve food

cooked by o

charity Witchen
in Khan Youwnis,
southern Gara

Btrip. Reutlars

five years old are suffering from
acute malnutrithon.

In ackition, the psychobkgocal
mmpact of the war on children is
“tremendows.” said Gerapetritis.

SUFFERING
Palestinian

girlwith burns

Jrom Israeli
shelling hopes
Jor treatment

Rauters D=ir Al-Balah

The disfiguring facial burns of
I0-yvear-old Hanan Akel show
how Isracl's military campaisn
in Gaza 8 nof only causing
thousamds of deaths bot terrible

injuries alficting both obd and
VOLITIE

Hanan lay in a hospital e in
Dw=ir Al-Balah in the central Gaza

Strip, strugeling 0 move her
mcaith as she spoke and with her
eves partly shut, patches ol her
forehead still raw and stitched
scars across her nose and lips.
She wailed when her mother,
Wilaa Akel, tried 1o clean her,
Hunan was oul walking in the
Al-Burey refuges camp where
the family had taken shelter after
leaving their home when she

wias caught in Israeli shellfire,
her mother Walaa said.

[nstead of spending the Eid
Al-Adha festival playing  with
fricnds, she has spent it in the
Al-Agsa Martvrs Hospital being
freated Tor secomd] amd thind-
degree bums on her face amd
limhs,

“1 used to zo with my fmicnds.
Play, buy things, eat, amd

celebrate Eid. We were happy.
We wsed to play on the swings,
and we used to wear our Eud
clothes. We used to wear nice
new shoes,” she said.

Now, she hopes for treatment
anil Tor her Geee 1o heal.

“I wanl to return towhat T was
like before,” she said.

Since Israel expanded (s alTen-
sive last month to include the

soantheern city of Rafah, where the
border post (o Egyvpl is located,
the fronter has been closed, and
Craza residents kave been anable
o go abroad for medical help.
Doctor Mahmoud Mahamni,
the plastle surgeon treating
Hanan at the hospital, said
she neecds urgent  treat-
ment somewhere with more
advanced eguipment.
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SECURITY

Shipping industry

urges Red Sea
action as Houthis

sink second vessel 5

Trauma trom militia attacks adds to seatarer
shortage, crew members and officials say

Reutars [ ondon

Urgent action must be
Laken in the Red Sea to

stop attacks on merchant
shipping by Houthis,
leading induasiry groups
safd on Wednesday alter the
sinking of a second ship.

Howdhus Tirel bunched drome aosd
messthe sinkes on the important
trade route in November

In more than 70O attacks. they
have alsn sedzed one vessel amwd
its crew and kilked at beast three
seafarers.

“It is deplorable that mocent

bL_a _ill

dsharg.com 060000

scafarers are being attacked while
aimiply performing their jobs, vial
jobs which keep the workd warm,
fed, and clothed,” the worlds top
shipping associations sakd in a joint
sLalemetil,

"These allacks must sop now,
We call for states with mfnence
in the region to safeguard our
imnacent sealarers and for the swil
ihe-e=ealatbon of The sihuation in the
Red Sea,”

As Houthi attacks perstst, trauna-
tized seafarers are refusing to sail
through the Red Sea, according to
mterviews with more than 15 crew
members and shipping  industry
officials.

-

Thats another staffing headache
for an industry already facing a
shortage of sealarers worldwide,
with ranks having shrunk after
COVID Kept seafarers on boand Tor
months and the war i Ulkradne
porscd clangers in the Black Sea,

“Seafarers are less and bess keen
to sail throaeh that region willingly,
amd i higmer
I'|:I.i|||l-:IL_'.'_'I:' e sl |r|||1|.-1!|':|' =ML
with knowledge of the crisas sakd

The Greekowned Tofor coal
carrier attached by mililants in
the Red Sea last week has sunk
sahvagers confimmed on Wednesday,

The wvessel was struck with
missiles and an  explosive-laden
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Sallars from the Dwight D, Elsenbower Carrier Strike Group mesdst distressed mariners rescwead from tha Libertan-
Magged, Grask-owned bulk cartler MY Tuter that was attachad by Howthls [/ the Red Sea ~autos

remobe-controlled boat, according
0 SO TS

International naval foroes have
been deploved (o provide maindy
defensive support for ships sill
saiblirg thronageh the e Seq, bat the
aitacks have increased sgmificantly.

Insurance imdustry sources sakd
on Wednesdsy there was also
mounting concern over the use of
attack drone boats by the Hoothis,

"They are harder (o defend
against and potentizlly more bethal
ax they strike the waterline” one
mdustry source said.,

"Missiles have — todate — maindy
caused deck and superstructure
damage (o ships)”

There have been 10 Houthi stnkes
s0 [ar in June comparsd with fve in
Muay, said Munro Anderson, head of
operations at marine war risk and
msurance specialist Vessed Protect,
et ol Pen Unclerwriting,

“The first successiul use of an
unmamned surface vessel repre
seqets a new challenge for commer-
cial shipping within an already
coanples emvironment,” e acded,

In=urnoe dustry sources sakd
that addibional war risk premiums.,
paid when vessels sail through the
Red Sea, had hovered close to .7
percent of the value of a ship in
recent days from around | percent
eartier this year.
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I'hey added that with a second
ship smking and the lisses likely
o emerge, rates will likely firm
up, adding hundreds of thousands
of dollars of exira costs o eveny
WG

Ships must  divert  around
southern Afrca, which is the best
way o prodect seafarers, said
Stephen Coffon, general secre-
Rillry' el e Indermational Transpar
Workers' Federation, the leading
seafarer’s umion.

“We would also welcome proper
escnrts and the shielding of ships by
navil forces, which would reduce
the rishs of ships being hit)” he
acleled.
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Russian
Presiudent
Viadimir
Putin and
Morth
Forea's
leadler Rim
Jong Un
attend a gala
Cconcert m
Pyongyang
iy
Wednesday.
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Sheany Yasuko Lal Jakarms

Indonesians are the top
global comsumers of
microplastics, a recent
Cornell University study
shows, estimating that they
imgest about 15 grams of
plastic particles per month.

The study, published In the
Enviroaimentil SCience &
Technology  journal, mapped
microplastic uptake in 09
countries and found that people
in Southeast Asian couniries,
inciuding Malaysia, the FPhilip-
pines and Vietnam, are the lop
CORSUmers il I|1|:|'||||]||.'-|:-.[:||:=.
woorlehwade

Indonesians toppsd the list as
they consume the equivalent of
three credit cards in microplas-
thies every meonth, the majority

DATE WITH RISTORY

NEW STUDY

Indonesians top global
intake ol microplastics

SE Asia’s largest economy is second-largest ocean plastic polluter after China

fromn fish and seafood. Using
existing data models, Cornell
rmesearchers sald that  Indone-
sjans’  chadly
plastic particles increased by 58
times from 1990 to 2018,

“This latest hinding adds to the
lonig list of the alarming dangers
of plastic pollution in Indonesia
.. the existence of micropiastics
cannot be separated from the
massive production of plastcs”
Affah Rahmi Anchimi, plastic
lead rescarcher at Greenpeace
Incdonesia, told Arab News.

Indonesia, an archipelago of

mare than 270 million peogle,

is the second-largest ocean
plastic  polluter, just behind
Chimi, accoring 1o a 2015

study published in the journal
SCicnce.

Despite  being a
producer and

major
consumer of

cofsumpltion ol

GHLIGHT

Indeneslans topped the
list as they consume the
equivalent of three credit
cards in microplastics
avery month, the majority
fram fish and seafood.

]||.-|:-.[:||"-:. Southeast Asia’s largest
econormy shll lags behind when
it comaes Lo wasie management.

"Our waste  managemoent
capacity is still far from ideal
Our recveling capacity alone is
less than 10 percent of the total
plastic waste we produce. So,
i's mob that surprising If right
now we have o Bwee Che Ditler
truth that Indonestans are at the
highest rnisk of being exposed (o
microplastics.” Andini said.

Over the vears, the Indonesian

EOVErnmeni has  designed
viarious regulations to address
the lssue of plasiic
mnchuding a national action plan
that aims to reduce marine
plastic debris by 70 percent by
20025, which covers sirategies
for waste reduction, improving
waste management infrastrc-
tare  and public education
CAMELIETIS.

Major regions, including the
capital Jakarta and the popular
holidday destination Bali, have
also introdueced bans on single-
e lastics,

"Bl the exisfing regulibons
are nod eal enough to address
thee e of microplastic contami-
TR .. W must adapl, becatse
its now a fact that microplastics
are part of our environment and
citr baodies that we can no longer
= Anclinl sald,

padfution,

avesiil

Indialaunches new campus al site of Nalanda Universily

Sanjay Kumar New Deth

[ndian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaupurated on Monday a
new campus of Nalamda Univer-
sity, an institution bocated at the
le=a g
cenier considered the world's
first residential universaty.

The ancient Malanda oniver-
gity in the state of Bihar was
founded in 427 CE dunng the
Gupta empire amnd Aourished for
mare than seven centuries, s
archealogical remalns became
a UNESCO World Heritage site
in 2016,

The preseni-day  Nalania
Undversity was established in
Malamdla districd  as
rescarch umversily b oan acl
of the Imdian pariament in
20010, A fagship praject aof the
Ministry of Externmal Afairs of

site af a Sh-century

a  pabdic

the governiment of Imedia, 1 was
proposed by India’s former presi-
dent AR J Abwdal Ralam and

Nobel laureate Amariva Sen,
who served as s fiest chancellor,
supported by 18 member
couniries of the East Asia
Sumumit, NWalanda Undversiiys

lirst batch commprised a dosen

Indin's Pramisr
Marendri Modia at

thae Innuguration
o Halanits

Unlversity's mew
campus In Bikar

of Wedneaday,
Suppbed

students enrolled no gradoate
and postgraduate courses in
2014, The construction of its new
camptls started in 217 It was
iI.I|I1II||I|IIl:'I'I| A% 4 Te-2010 Eheen
campus,” with solar panels and
water treatment and recvcling
palarnis,

“It a wverv special dayv lor

clr  education  sector”  Mosdi
sl 4||||'i1:||: [ IFAEUrAlOn
ceremony  attended by Bihar
rovernor Rajendra Arlekar,
Bihar Cheef Minister Nitish
Rumar, Foreism Minister
5. Jakshankar, amd loreign
ambassaclors

"Malanda has a strong connect
with our glopols past. Ths
umversity will surely go a long
wiy in catering to the educa
tional needs of the vouth™

The ancient Nalanda, whose
complex spresd over an area of
23 hectares, attracted thousands
of  students arrvimg from
China, Indonesia, Rorea, Japan,
Mongolia, Sn Lanka and Tibet
i learn medhicine, logic, mathe-
matics and Buddhist teachins=s. It
alao sent some s best professors
o prropsagate Buddhist philosoglny

i earmiimE cenlers acmoass Asa,

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Matural disaster

Landslides kill

9 in Bangladesh
Rohingya camps

At least nine people, including
ekzlit Rohingya Muslims, were
Killed and several others I e
ot Wedknesday alter heavy mon-
son rains triggered landslides
in refugee camps n southern
Bangladesh, officials said
People died in landslides at
three separate places in the
early hours of Wednesday,
Madsammad Shamsud Douza, a
serpbor Bangladesh povernmenl
official in charge of refugees,
said after days of heavy rain as
the monsoon season began.
Wore than | axlllion Bohingya
live in croswded camps in the
border district of Cox™s Bazar af-
ter [lesing a military crackdown

in Myanmar in 2007. Reuters

Weaather moods

Il dead in

India heat
wnaves, floods

[ndia on Wednesday was bat-
tling extreme weather that
cated severe heal wives,
lascslicles andd Noods, killine
at least 1l people this weelk,
ARG THerm a Wioanan and her
three dawghters buried alive in
a northeastern state, officials
and media said.

The capital, New Delhi,
sWweltered thirough 115 dtiest
might in six vears on Tuiesday,
with hospitals in the city of 20
million reporting at keast live
deaths from heatsiroke this
weelk, Floods amd Lancslides
IHEEered by incessant min in
ithe northeastern state of As-
s llled at least sly people
Reuters

1 f. e 1 .a’]',l.; EI_F'FEE!FE:TH::ELQ AT BIRTH
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FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

Slow Burn

ROBERT JISUMNG PARK

It's hard not to fael anxious
about the problem of climate
change, especially if we think
of it as an impending planatary
catastraphe. In "Slow
Burn,” R. Jisung Park .
ENcourages us to

view climate change
th.'l'l:lli.IE:'h a diffarant
lens: one that
foouses less on the

Hellaved
Sri Lanka court

clears comedian
ol blasphemy

Sri Lanka's state prosecutor on
Wiedneschy withdrew charges
asainst a stand-wup comedian o
a joke which police said insulied
the country's Buddhist muajormity.

Natasha Edirisoortya, who
lad been jalled for more than a
miath before securing hall, said
she felt vindicated alter the Co-
lomba Fort magistrate cleared
her of blasphemy.

“T am greatly relieved that
this ordeal is over,” 33-vear-old
Edirisosoriva sald, soon after the
caise Wiy disamissed,

Her producer, Bruno Diva-
karil, wis also cleaned

Edirisooriya was arrested 1n
April 2023 and imprisoned for
a9 days. AFP

possibility of mass olimate
extinction n a theoretical
future, and more an the
everyday Implications of
olimate changes hara
and ow,

Park shows how
climate change
haadliinmes often miss
some of the most
mportant costs,

Maasive damage

Chad ammo

depot blast
(akes nine lives

Al least nine people were Killed
atiel mare than 46 Injured in
Nlazds cansed by a fire al a
milifary amrmunition cepot in
Chad’s capital, authorities said.

The death toll could rise as
many peogle suffered serions
I jries,

The explostons Hit up the night
skv over the military base near
the central African nation's main
international airport and sent
spent shells fhang into nearby
homes where terrified resi-
dents strugehed to hnd cover,

Cin Wednescay Proesicent
Mahamat [driss Deby visited
the site where wrecked cars
and twisted metal littered the
erolind. Reuters

e Fallow frub News Briefs all through the day SilirabNews
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US democracy and a tale of two trials

n recent years, the world has faced

many events to which the adjec

tive “unprecedented” has been

Frequeently and correctly attached;

[rom a global pandemic toa mem-

ber of the UN Security Council
illegally Invading a medghbor and global
warming reaching a new heighl. However,
i the next few months, much of our atten-
ton will furn to the US presidential elec-
tHon — and there too the unprecedented
nature of events rules supreme,

For the: first time, both candicales are
looking to be elected for a second term; ther
combined age 15 the highest of any previoos
pair of candidates; and, in addition, criminal
irials are dominating much of the political
cheberbe, despite the enormaoas challenges
confronting the coundry domestically and
internationally, And if Donald Tromp wins,
he will become the lirst American presi-
el to be a convict, For now, hie holds
the unenviable record of being the first
former president to be convicbed of
felony crimes and he might even have to

-3
During this
unusual
presidential race,
these trials are
an unfortunate
distraction from
the real issues

1 e il A T B NN

HIATFAY akiid

run the country from behind bars.

As far as the two conrt cases are
concernied, there is 8 marked difference
hetwern them. In the case of President Joe
Bicheni, he has mol been suspected, et alone
chargedd with any offence, but has son Hunfter
wias convicied kst week in a federal cour
an three felony counts relating to buaying a
hamdgzun while being a crack cocaine nuser
and lving about that. The president s support
of his som, espectally considering the tragic
history of thedr Bamily, = an understandahble
Fatherty act that should be held in his favor
ared nod used against him.

In comirast, Trump's recent conviction on
4 counts of falsification of business records
in the fivst degree, in a scheme to illegally
influence the 2006 election throagh a huash
motey payment toan adult film actress, is
a besal stain on his reputation that should
have excluded him from rinndng for the
highest office in the country, This is only
one of foarr criminal cases against him, with
the remaining three trials yet to commence.

During this unusual presidential race,
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these trals are an unfortunate distrac-
tion from the real issues that are poing to
determine the lives of Americans over the
next four years, as well as the lives of many
others across the globe. Nevertheless, they
are also a sympiom of America’s malaise
and] the profound rupture in its sockety.
Trurmge 15 & producet of our tmes,
whereby reality 15 i the eye of Lhe
beholder. Hesearch shows that polarization
is ingrained in American saciety, creating
a perfect environment for the former presi-
chenal 1o thrive on, Morsover, sUpporiers ol
both Democrats and Republicans perceive
thelr rival supparters in an extremely
negative light, as much as they do the
party leaders, This splil society translates
to a rigad, tribal voting pattern, with little
switching of support from ane party to
andther, Instead of judging candidates
by thedr palicies and personalities, they
support them according to wiat sicde of the
political map they are on, while developing
hostile emotions toward the rival party.
Ironically, when voters are polled on the

issues that concern them most, one of their
top answers is that Demaocrats and Hepubli
cans should work together, vet by supporting
Trump and some of s lovalisis in Congress,
they are bound Lo achieve only partisanship
and chiscord: the exact opposite. To expiain
the rse of Tromplan populism, much can

be attribasted to the increasing number of
Amencans who feel left behond and disen-
franchised. It 1s a very wealthy country,

vl there are far too many people who find

it cdiifficult to make ends eveet, Tn Trmmp,

who manages (o fazhion msell as their
champeon, they look for salvation, while hes
record belies this and shows that he is clearly
more concerned with the super-rich, mot
those who face datly economic struggle,

Few believed that Trump would win the
election back in 2006 and, considering his
First term, it is almost inconcelvalde that
the greal American peaple will renew his
mandate. This might indeed appear to be a
logical conclusion, but logic is something
that is threatening to desert America’s
current social and political environment.

=]
Macron's kamikaze

decision could siill
be vindicated ifNnthe
electorate manages
(o see clearly
what is at stake

Will France choose fantasy politics or reality?

ost people in Europe
are still digesting the
results of this month's
European Parliament
clections, which rang
alarm bells nationally
and within the blocs institutions, They are
now becing for the lmpact of the exireme
right and popuhst parties, which won
almost a quarter of the parliament 's seats,
on the future working of the union.
French President Emmanued Macron
decided to surprise everyone and call for a
eeneral election, which will be samdswiched
by the Euro 20024 football championship,
which kicked ol In Germany kst week, amd
the Paris Olympees, which s due to start at
the end of July. This amounts to a less than
perfect setting to ensure a large turnout.
Macrons gamble, though a simple one,
couild backiire on his presidency — andd
the nation — as France cold be riled
by a far-nght government come July 8.
The preskdent s presenting peopée with
a simpde chodce either back his centrist,

pro-business, pro-European, pro-Ukraine
gtatis queo polities or vate for the National
Rally, led by Marine Le Pen, who tables
an wltranationalist, popalist, anti-EL,
Mioscow-friendly apenda.

Early polls suggest the party of Le Pen
cotilbd win up to 265 of the 577 seats in the
mNational Assembly, mearly treble s curmend
Eilly. And the story could ged even grmmer,
since the election is ikely to be fought three
ways: belvwesn the National Bally and iis
allies on the extreme nghl, te gquickly-
[ormed alliance of the forces of the el and
Macron’s cendrist Henaissance party.

AMacron's kamikaze declsion could still
bt vipdbcated il the eleciorate manages (o
see clearly whil 1s all stake socaally, politi-
cally arnd economically as a result of the
far-right's fantastical, uncosted reforms.
But in an electoral space — in France ani
elsewhere — that 15 dominated by Tik-Tok,
fake news, trolls and alternate realities
catering to every volers whim, Macron's
g bde coubd end up pushing voters into
the arms of the political popalists, as they
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seek to escape the often more complex and
less appealing hard realities.

Many have routinely plcked holes in the
uncosted plans of Le Pen's party. And some
consider certain polickes to be unconstita
tiowal, such as the annulling of taxation for
those under 30, while others believe that
micest of her propossals are incompssttble wiih
competiiiveness

Az France this week starts a fortnight
of frenctic election campaigning, early
indications point (o a lack of urgency
to mount a united front to deny Le Pen
and National Hally a majority in the next
French partiament, as the left has opted to
gulckly form its own allmee,

The Pear for France 1s thal the far
right will not succeed ot governing
like it doses with campaigning, which is
mayhe plansible. But anyone watching
Jordan Bardella, the 28-yvear-odd face of
the National Rally and Likely beader of
its government, addressing his party's
SUPROFers atler is Eurogean Parliamend
elections success could not have failed to

notice his composure and confidence as
he spoke toa sea of cheering vouths, who
celebhrated as he underscored his arty's
commiitment to close French borders

The new poster boy of the French far
rizhi =eems to have captured the hearts
anid minds of not only the ofd xenophobes,
bt lss the meswy generation — amnd thai
i= the danger lor France and Exropse
Bardella’s attributes as a young white
politician calling for a “France lirst” vision
clearly echoes with a vounger population
that feels disiflusioned and underserved.

Whether his party will collapse the
econcmy or fall in its endeavor to rule
Frimce |5 secondary, For the time belng, a
seClon ol French people of all ages, like thewr
coumterparts in many other countnices, are
gripped by leaders like Bardela, who project
a modern mage, turbocharged by the
corrmncation of messages with skilllully
curated content that appeals to them. And in
an age where the digatal realm s king, who
cires whether what Bardella says is realistic
andd can be translated into sound policies?
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i a time of rapid techno-
logical innovation and data-
driven economies, SETLCOT-
ductors have emerged as
the so-called new oil. These
tiny chips that will court an
estimated global investment of £l trillion
by 2000 are the cornerstone of modern
socleties. From compating to consumer
edecironics to sodar panels, various every-

intermationally, with the Kingdom
plannimg to then wse its strategic location,
abundant matural resources, research
infrastructure and local talent to buikd a
semmiconductor ecosystem warth more
tham $13 bitlion.

This comes amid increasing Saudi
interest in investing in emerging technolo-
ghes lecally and internationally. In doing
w0, Lhe Kingdom has parthered with

day devices are dependent leading international
on semiconductors. ii semlcomdactor companies
The ghobal rise of like Nvidia, Quakcomim
semicomnductors has alipned The Kkingdom is andd Intel to combine their
with m-r: qun_mg:?ram- _ more interested 1.n~|:lu5ir.r;!.r -:Ip-r:nmt' with
Formation in Sawdi Arabia, s financial and natural
whereby the Kingdom than everin resoairces. However, while
is more inderested than creating digital Lhese American companies
ever in creating digital eeonomics and provide the most sophis-
eoonomics and investing hcated semicondactor
in the latest technologies. Investing inthe technolosy at present,
Baflding omn jis stated plan, latest IE':I'I“-'I“EIE& growing geopolitical

announced in March, to

provide a S840 hillion push fior artificial
intelligence in the country, Sandi Arabia this
month announced the creation of a National
semiconductor Hob during the Futwre of
Semiconductors Forum m Rivadh.

The government aims to wse variows
Anancial incentives (o attract 50 semicon-
duclor companies Lo set up hazes in Saadi
Arabia and develop simple, fabless chips.
The chips will initially be manulfactured

tensions between the US
and China have complicated any third-
pearty wsage of this fechnalogy.

In this contbext, Saudi Arabia’s commitment
to developing a domestic semiconcdwctor
indusiry is also an exercise in shaping an
increxsingly independent and influential
forelgn policy. The Kingdoms efforis toavard
balancing the US-China technological
compretition is seen in two contrasting
recent statements. In carly May, the Sands
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Al investment fund Alat stated that it was
willing to divest from Chinese companies
sl the U5 ask it to. By the end of the
moith, reports enverged of Sandl Armoo’s
participation in a $400 million funding moumnd
for Chimese penertive Al company Zhipu

Al through the former's veniture capital fund
ProgperityT Yentures. While critics have
guestioned the Teasibility of balancing both
partners, il is necessary For the Kingdom

to ensure unintermapted

access to e Bilest and mosi

&8

Saudi Arabia’s semiconductor revolution

partnerships and reduce dependency for
A lechmoloey that is key to Saudi progress
toward a diversified post-oil economy.
Greater locallzation in chip manufacturing
also allows Saudi Arabia to mitigate the
challenges posed by natural calamities,
conflicts and intellectual property rights
to the globally dispersed semiconductor
suppdy chaln.
The National Semiconductor Hubs
recent statement that it
does not intend o “replace

cost-efTective technodogies Nvidia or challenge Intel™
in the semiconductors and sandi Arabhia has is notable, as it highlights
Al space. declded to look the Ringdom's pragmatic
seeking to avoid _ asseasment of its capakbili-
technology transfer inwardstodevelop ;0o Naveed
sanctions while preserving— Tis own capabilities  sherwani, who will head
relations with both techno- ﬂ“d lm-ﬂl hh::“'l_i“ the new hub, highlighted
logucal grants, Sawdi Arabia Saudl Arabaa’s focws on
has decided to look inwards the semiconductor uncomplicated chips
o develop lis own capabili- secior that are not palitically
ties and local talent in the sensitive.

semiconductor sector. An initial investment
of 5266 million in the National Semicon-
ductor Hub, amid ambitious multibdllion
dollar plans to invest in AT and technological
aivancement, i= a sign of the ongoing
technological revolution in Sawdi Arabia.
The Kingdom is not only seeking to
attenuate greal power rivalry in the field
but also use this opportunity 1o upskill and
employ its youth, strengthen mtermational

The Ringdom's development of low-ocost
and fabless chips will also be beneficial
for its partners in the Global South, Saudi
Arabia can offer these cmeTging eoonomiles
a crucial technology at affordable prices (o
provide an initial impetus to their digita-
lization. These efforts are putting Saudi
Arabia at the forefront of the technological
revolution, not only in the region but
globally as well.

Israel should be banned from Olympics just like Russia

RAY HANANIA

wssia and Belarus have both
Ieen banned from pear-
teipating in the 2024 Paris
summer Clympics because
of their involvement in the
war on Ukraine, So why is
[srael not being banned as well?
lsracl's military is engapged in one of the
worst attacks on a civilian population since
the Second World War, with more than
37,000 Palestinians killed in the Gaza Strip.

a rise in antisemitizm, French President

Emmanuel Macron has also offered
consaling words to Muslims,

Why has the International Olbympdc
Committes not taken acthon 1o curtall
or prohibil Israel’s participalion in the
Obympics? If the intermational ruke of law
and the West s supposed opposttion to the
Eilling of civilians had any meaning, Israel
waottld be hanned.

The problem is that, when it comes Lo the

And we only have Israel's Micldle East, the West has
word that many of those ii always cared less aboart
killed were members of the suffering of Arabs
Hamas, the militant group Ifthe Wesit's anicl Muslims than thy
that Buneched a violent supposed slTering of non-Arabs anc
attack azainst 1srael, ' non-Muslims. 1 is that racist
killing alsout 1,200 people, “FP'“I“““ to and Islamogdeshic attitude,
an Ocl., 7, 2004, the Killing of which is driven by ugly

In the Arst two vears civilians had any historical slereodypes that
following Hussia's date back to the Crusades
invasion of Ukraine in IIIE-EBIII{_E'. Isracl of almost | (M) years ago,
February 2022, more than woatld be banned that albows the West (o be

30,000 Ukrainians were
killed or wounded,

In Gaza, nearly 85 percent of the popula-
tHon of 2.3 million have been forced from
thetr homees and are constantly seeking
shelter. Isracl mwot only fires misstles into
the imprisoned land mass, but it has alsao
sent tanks, troops and snlpers into the area,
killing targets as they move from Beil Lahia
in the north to Bafah in the south,

Thie host of this years Olbympics, France,
is divicled on the Israeli invasion and the

government has taken action to oppose

srm

o g § T Py

Estabdahod in 1987 by
Prince Ahmad bin Salman bin Abdulagi

CEQ
e e
ARAB NEWS
8 o Jdacky Fritemationol newsEDnDe puiMshad iy tha
BALIDS RESEARGH & PUBLISHING COMPANT

Coiradsd im SN |'r_|.
Haham & Muhammad Al Hafkz

Edor -irmi- i gt
Fanul J Abbes

Dapruty EdDor-in-Chial
Moo Deama Mugnb

cancerned for Ukraine ancd
angry with Russia, while being unconcermsed
about Arabs in Gaza and throughout the
Middle East and accepting of Israel.

Israe] largely contrals the media narra-
tive of the war, falsely asserting that the
violence began on Oct. 7. The Western
news media has generally champloned that
narrative, carrving water [or Israel.

Meanwhile, Israel has engaged ma war
nod only against Hamas, but also against
independent, mainly Arab joarnalists,
killing mare than 100 of those who have
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bseen reporting on the war from Gaza and
who have not been embedded with Tsrael's
military, which censors and controds content,
The viobenoe by Istae] before the Ot
7 Hamas attack was excessive baut under-
reporied by the Western news media, The
truth is that the [sracli camage agninst
Palestinians bezan long before the founda-
tion of Hamas, which has its rocts in an

Tsraell efTort to undermine the rise of
seciilar Pabestindan nationalism in the 1970,

I=rach military censor-

Months later, lsraels government
declared =ix prominent Palestinian
human rights groups (o be *terrorist
organizations,” curbing their ability to
document Israels human rights abuses
and its military and police violence
against non-Jews,

However, following the Hamas attack,
with Palestinian organizations sikenced
by Israel’s restrictive policies and threats,
B Tselem dociumented how Iscael's

invasion of Gaza was

ship in both Gaza and the .i"-, emphasizing violence
West Bank since the start against civilians.
of the cecupation in 1967 There is more than Despdte Israels efforts
means it is tough to know ougrh evidence 1o cloak its viodence and
the exxact number of Pales- mh Eh“l ! E‘l focus on Hamas' violence,
tinians who have been to show that Isra along with Its efforts (o
killed, as well as the extent Isa greater threat  censor any media outlet
of the land theft that tocivilians in Gaza that does not embrace its
continues to take place in haa sl propaganda, including
ardber 1o barild and expand t 1 e Is to by targeting and killing
civilians in Ukraine

Jewish-only settlements,
Estimates of the number
of Palestinians killed in 2023 before Oct,
7 range from 175 to 230, while in 2002 1t
was between 250 and 400, B'Tselem, the
Israell human rights organization, tries to
maintain its own list bui, several years ago,
Lerael's sovernment cracked down on such
humanitarian and hoiman rights groups,
In 2021, BTselem carried oul exhans-
tive research and detailed its findings in
a document that concluded that Israel
was carrying out apartheid policies that
discriminated against non-Jews
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independent journalisis,
there is mare than enough
evidence to show that Isracl 1s a greater
threat to civilians in Gaza than Russia is to
civilians in Ukraine.

If the International Olympic Commities
had a conscience, it would immediately
black Israel from participating in Paris,
along with all nations that engage in
excessive and unrestricted violence
against civilians, On the other hand, if
Isracl is allowed to compete in the 2024
Olympics, Kussia and Belarus should be
allowed to compete as well
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Digital currencies set to boost

CENTRAL BANK DIGITAL CURRENCIES

LEL o

11
& &

| am in no doubd that

World Defense Show 20246,
will be an essentlal event for
global companies across the
dhefense supply chain.

Andrew Pearoay
e WO

i DaTearica Shess

Middle East’s financial inclusio

19 countries are currently in the research stage ol developing nationally-issued digital currencies

Nirmal Marayanan Fiyach

Digital currencies are
gaining traction in the
Middle East and Central
Asia, with conntries
increasingly considering
central hbank-issaed
aptions to enhance
financial inclusion, an
analysis said.

In a hlog, the International
Monetary  Fumd molted  thai
economies  in these  regons
arc also moving toward digital
currencies  to  improve  the
efficiency of  cross-border
payments.

CBDCs are a form of digital
maney Esued by a ceniral bank,
elistnet o Crvplociiimencies,

The analy=1x showed that 19
countries in the Middle East
and Central Asia are currently
in the research stage of devel-
oping natlonally ssued digital
CLTTenCIes,

“Bahrain, Georgia, Saudh
Arabda, and the TTAE have movesd
o the more advanced ‘proof-of-
concepl” stage. Razakhstan is the
most advanced after two pilot
programs for the digital tenge.”
sl IMF,

Earler i June, Saidi Arakia
Joined il China-dominated
Central Bank Digital Currency
cross-border  trial, according
to the Bank [or Internatbonal
Settlements.

The trial will see the Raudi
Central Bank becoming a =full
participant” in Project mBridge,
a collaboration launched in 2021
between the coniral banks of
China, Honmg Rong, Thailand,
and the 1TAE

Project mBrdge, overseen by
BIS, 15 a multi-CBDC platform
developed to support real-lime,
cross-border payviments  and
[oreign cxchange transactions,

On Junc 2, the Qatar Central
Bank announced the completion
of the infrastrecture  develop-
el for s CHDC pragect,

In a press statement, QCB
sald that the move aligns with
elohal advancements in digital
currency, alming o enhance
atar's lnancal sector.

The apex bank noted that
it will start testing and devel-
oping  selecled  applicalions
of the CBDC for settling large
payvmenis with local and interna-
tional hanks.

As of March, central banks
im 1+
[or 98 percent of the world's
gross domestic product, werne
in various stages of evaluating
the launch of a national digital
currency, according fo  the
Atlantic Coumncil.

The US think tank also revealed
that  the

and MNigerna have already [ully

counines, acoouniing

Baluimas, Jamaica,

.

CBDCs can promote fimancial inolusion by fostering competition in the payments market and enabling more direct transactions with less iIntermediation. SPA

Evuimchedd a CHIDAC

IMF =said that adopting a
CBRDC, however, reqguires careful
Conseraton, "Counires acrss
these regions, spanming a civers:s
eroup of economics stretching
from Morocco and Egvpt o
Pakistan and Razakhstan, each
s wielgh e o |.|||i||_||:' i
of circumstances.”

Cross-border payments
According to the IMF, CBIM's
the

potentially enhance

efliciency W Croess-tarader
iyt SETVICES, which
is crucial for oil-exporting
COWRLEES il thi Gull

Coaperationn  Council
inCluding Sauch Arabia, the UTAE,
and Qatar, as well as Bahrain,
and Ruwait.

“Thats because cross-border
paymenis tend to have mctions
like varving data formats and
gperating rules across regions
and complex compliance checks,
CBICs that address these inefh-
ciencies could significantly cuat
transaction costs.” said the inter
national financial institution.

The il
CBICs can also prommobe fnan-
clal  imclusion by fostenng
competition I the payments
marked and epabling more

FEER0N,

report  added

HIGHLIGHTS

® In a blog, the International
Maonetary Fund noted that
economies in these ragions
are also moving toward digital
currancies to Improve the
efficiency of cross-border
payments.

® Earfier in June, Saudi Arabina
joined a China-dominated

Central Bank Digital Currency
cross-border trial, according
to the Bank for International
Settiements.

e
"
.

transactions withh  less
intermediation,

Moreover, central banks can
help keep costs lower as they are
not profit-driven like commer-
cial banks.

“Increased competition in the
pavments market from a CBDC
catlld also ENooLrage uperading
technology platforms and the
efficicncy of pavment services,
helping financial services reach
moTe people” said IMF.

Countries i the Cancasis
and Central Asia, Middle East
and North Africa oll importers,
il PO - TR OET COAnNTrees

are  particularly  interested in

ilirec

Lhis potertial Beqiefil.

The IMF further pointed oud
that designing CEDCs to work
offfine could promote fnancial
mclusion in areas with unrell-
able mobile services, such
as  low-income  and  confiict-
e 14-'-:1||'|.l_l|||:|.'-:.

Ackchtionally, using naldodal
digital curmrencies for coross-
border trunsfers could reduce
remittance costs and speed up
transfer thmes.

Impacis on
commercial banks
The analysis indicated that
deposiis constitute a sipnifcanm
portion of bank funding in tho
region, around B3 percent. A
CBDC could compete with bank
deposits, potentially mpacting
bank profits amnd lending, and
posing implications for financial
stabdlity, the IMF noted.

However, the report added
that Ffnancial
the regon  gencrally
adequate capital levels, proht
margins, and lHguidity bulfers
which could mitigate strains on
deposits

CBDCs could enhance the
pass-through into deposit rates
|!:-_'. INCFeEasing CCET T ELIE
among  financial  mstitutions,
and they could alse strenpthen
the bank lending channcl of
monetary  policy.  “However,
the impact would likely be
colntry-specific and 1s dificull
to estimate due to limited CHBIN
updake so far” the IMF stated.

The report emphasieed that
policymakers play a  cruecial
role in addressing  potential
risks posed by national digital
currencies. It added, =While

institutions  in
[N

[|'|I_'|'I' et I'ck I'Il!'il|' I:ll'lE':I'I"Il'
uisites  for adopting CBDCs,
g healthy banking system,
a sound legal system, and

strong supervisory amnd regula-
tory capacity are essential for
reducing risks”
The IMF
nalicnal -|I|||.:|r:r|

sugmested that
CUFTERCHS
stiould be carcfully calibrated
te avoid compeiition with
commercial bank  deposiis.
“Design features are a crucial
cansleration CALT 1
shows  that selecting appro-
priate features for CRDC imple-
mentathon s a kev challenge
for regional policymakers.” Uhe
repart highlighted.

Introdlucing national digital
currencies will be a long and
complex process, and central
banks should approach 1l with
Cane,

The IMF also urged policy-
makers to determine if a CRIDC
serves  their couniry'’s objec-
tivies and whether the expected
benefits outwelgh the potential
cosis and rsks to the financial

RLLT S

S Elem,
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Business Saudi Arabia

Aceording to Fiteh Ratings, the Kingdam bamefits from cansiderable fiscal birfTems and boasts ane of the highest reserve caveragn ratios among ratod soverelgrim, at 16 5 morths of current axternal payments, 555

Dayan Abau Tine Hiyadh

Saudl Arablas
internatiomnal reserve
assels reached SKELTS
irillion (%467.5 billion)
in May, the highest in 18
months and an annual
i percent increase,

according to new data.

Figures released by the Saudi
Central Bank, also lmown as
SAMA. reveal that these hoddings
RO RS |1|4||1r'I:||'_|.';-::-I||_ specad
drawing rghis, the International
Mometary Fund's reserve position,
and foreign reserves.

According 1o Mays  fipures,
INlermatlonal Curmency |||||E-|I||1|.._'1-: -
including currency and deposits

abiraad and invesiments in forelgn
seciinties - consttuted 95 percend
of the total, amounting to SELGG
trillion. This category also regis
tered a & percent Increase during
this perbod,

SRS comprised 4 peroent ol

the todal, amounting to SRTTGE
billon, and incressed by 0.3
peroent during this period

Created by the IMF to supple-
ment member coumtries' official
reserves, SDRs derive their value
from a basket of major cirrencies:
e 1S ciodlar, ewro amdl Chnpeese
vitan as well as the Japamese yen,
agnd Brtish pound. They can be
exchanged amonE sovernments
[or  freely  usable
when necded.

=13Hs provide

CITENC e

aclitiomnal

ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION

Saudi Arabia’s international reserves
highest in 18 months at $4675bn

Holdings encompass monetary gold, special drawing rights, IMF's reserve position, and foreign reserves

lequidiiy, stabilize exchange rates,
il as a unil of account, and facii-
tabe imtermational trade and finan-
cial stahdlity.

e IMF  reserve  position
icdaled SR12Z72 hilllon, however
thecreased by 14 percent daring
thus penod. This category essen-
1|:|1|]. represenis e amount &
country can draw from the IMF
without conditions.

Fitch Ratings announced in
March that it had affirmed Sawudi
Arablas  long-term [orelgn-
CUFTETCY  SS1hey clelauli ratng al
“A+" with a stable outhoeok.

The agency highlighted that
the Ringdom's position reflects iis
robiest fical and external balamce
sheets. 1t also noted improve

menis in povernance driven by

HIGHLIGHT

Mon-oll growth is expected

to reach 3.5 parcent in 2024
before further increasing
from 2028 onwards. Despite a
projected declineg in oll output
in 2024 due to produetion
euts, thera is anticipation for
a recovery in 2025,

social and economic reforms, as
well a5 efforts 1o enhance govern-
mend instiiubon elechiveness
sl Arabaas  ralngs are
bolstered by ibs  stromg  GOscal
and external balance  sheets,
with government debt o gross
domestic product and sovercign
ned foreign assets  sisgnificantly

sironger than e A" and “AA"
medians  amd fiscal
bauffers in the form of deposts and
other public-sector assets,

According to the agency, the
Kingdom benefits from consider-
able fiscal buffers and beasts one
of the highesi reserve coverage
Fll0s ARIOGE rated ROVETELETIS, @l
16.5 months of current extemal
Py TS

Fitch anticipates reserves (o
decrease to an average of $420
hillion by 2024 to 2025 due to
i Imewing  anmenl acoount
sirplus  offset by mvestiments
from contities like the Public
Invesiment Fund

sovercien net foreign assels are
also progecied o remain above
al) percent of GDEF during this

sihslantial

e, surpsssing the “A™ medcdean
ol G percenl

The IMF praised Saudi Arabia’s
“unprecedented cconomic trans
formation” in a Jume repodt,
attribarting = success to prudent
EFovernmenl poticies and eflechive
diversithication efforts

Followeing its official visit to the
country, the IMF projected Saud)
Arabaa’s GDF growth to accelerate
to approximately 4.5 percent by
20025, stabilizing at 3.5 percent
annually over the nsedium term,

ool erowih 1= |';-:_|||'|'1:'|| %]
reach A5 percent in 2024 before
further increasing from 2025
onwards. [espite a  projected
decling in ofl output in 2024 due
Ik pProiucTion Ciirs, there 18 antict-
pation for a recovery in 20025,

Armb Mews [l

Internations]  exhibiiors have

already secured hall the space
at the Waorld Defense Show set
to be held in Hivadh in 2026,
demonstrating early
interest i the beennel evenl
The defense and  securiy
exhibition, scheduled for Feb
812 and covering an arca of
R0 =g, m.. [ollows the

Sirone

successfiul  conclusion of  its
seconl edition in February.

The eveni attracted a pecord
numbser of 773 exhibitors, all
aiming o capitaliz¢ on the
Eingdom’s status as one of
the largest defense spenders
workdwlde.

I the state Budget annoumosd
in December 20023, Sandi Arabda
allocated SR269 billion {$71.70
billiond for the military sector

EARIBITIONS

Half of Saudi Arabia’s World Defense Show
2026 floorspace already snapped up by exhibitors

this wvear, reflecting an 8.5
percent increase from the 20023
eslimakes

Andrew Pearcey, CEO of the
Waorld Defense Show, said: "The
demand has been  phenom
enal. Just four months after
the second editon of the show
closed, to global imdusiry appnd-
bation, we have already sold 50
percent of the loorspace for the
third edition.”

He added: "Many of the indus-
iry's  leading mult-domain
buzinesses hooked thelr stands
for 2026 during the 2024 svent
I am i no doubt that Waorld
Defense Show 2026, will be
an essential event for global
CLIERL LTS Gl CT T l||II' III:"I.'H!'EI'
supply chan”

The CEQ highlighted that the
third edition of the event further
solichifies the enlity’s position as

the emersing global hub for the
defense industry,

The ecarly bookings for the
evenl are 1 hne with the
show's vision to scrve as a
plaiform where the global
defense industry can convene
connect, and gain wvialuable
insizhts into the latest innova
tion-driven amid sec
LFLEY sodillbons,

The evenl al=o aims to {oslter

defense

intesration across air, land. sea,
atid security  domains
Ein .=Il.'l'-I'||'I'iI|I' iIlZ"l.'iIlll.'l'fIlI"lll!li irl
clefense technologies

"We have grown cach vear,
in the size of our event, in
the number of exhibitors and
visitors, but also in the depth
and breadith of expertise and
influence of those taking part
i o paneks, presentations anc

cliscussions,” Pearoey saidd,

Space,
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The development s part of ongoing offorts to strongthen King Abdulaziz Port’s position as a competitive and sustainable global hub. Soppled

EXPANSION

hing Abdulaziz Port

boosts crane capacity

Dammam port enhances workflow with addition of automated cranes

Arab Mews 5 adr

Sauddl Arablas king
Abdulaziz Port's crane
capacity has been boosted
by 0.7 percent as part of an
SR7 billion (51846 billion)
Investment deal.

The facility, operated by Saundi
Global Ports Co., has received
three  automated oquay and
three  rmubber-tired  ganiry
cranes, increasing its handling
infrastruciure,

Acconding o a press release
Irom Saudi Ports Authority, also
known as Mawani, this addition
brings the total number of quay
cranes ta 18 andd EANiry crames
to 50, enhancing the Dammam
port's workilow and enabling it
bo handle large ships efficlently,

These enhancements are made

under commercial contracts
between Mawnini and  Saunda
zlohal Ports Co.

This development 15 part of
ongoing elorts 1o strengthen
King Abdulaziz Ports position
as a competitive and sustainable
elohal hub.

The new cranes can reach a
minimum of 25 rows, which
[acilitales the efficient handling
af advanced and large ships,

Additionally, the use of
modern cranes  contribules
o improving the skills of the
workforee, supporting the Sauwdi
ports system and salidifying the
Kingdom™ growing role in the
glohal logistics chain.,

This upgrade aligns with the
goals of the National Transport
and Logistics Strategy, which
alms to establish the natlon as a
global logistics center and a key
link between continents.

Saudl ports are experiencing
a constant surge in handling
shipmenis. In March, termi-
nals in the Kmgdom recorded
a 1248 percent increase in the

numbser of recelved containers
compared o the same period
last vear, according to official
dlata from Mawani.

The authority  disclosed
that terminals in Sawdi Arabia
received 265,048 standard
containers in the third month
of 2024, marking an annual
increase from 235738,

Furthermore, the maniome
facilities cxpernenced a 397
percent uptick in the volhome of
handled tonnagze, reaching 19.64
million tonnes, In contrast o
18.93 million lonnes recorded in
March 203

“This reflects the scale of
efforts made to develop port
infrastructure  and  provide
the highest levels of logistics
services” Mawani stated in a
el alerment.

The Kingdom’s  general
shipment  volumes  reached
s 537 tonnes, solid bulk cargo
reached 394 million tonnes, and

liquid hulk freight reached 1474

million tonnes,

A report from the UN Confer-
ence on Trade and Develop-
ment revealed that Mawami
climbed from 7616 points in
the second quarter of 2023
W 7766 points in the thind
guarter of last vear, affirming
Saudl Arabia® progress in the
manitime sector,

Moreover, the Ringdom has
consistently  pursued global
collaborations in the maritime
sector, the latest of which
oecurmed atl the second edition
of Vision Golfe 2024, held in
I'aris on June 4.

At the event, Mawani sizned
an agreement with the French
Ministry of Economny, Finance,
and Indusirial and Digital Sover-
ekgnity and its Marseille counter-
part as part of France and Saudi
Arabia’s commitment o excel-
lence in trade and maritime
franspsort.

Arab Mews Ryacdh

Egyvpts  merchandise exports
soanbedd by BB peroent year on vear
in the first five months of 2024 o
reach SHEAS billion, according to
a top official.

Exports increased every month
over the perod, underscoring
Egvpl's ongoing expansion in
global trade, according o the
countrys Minister of Trsde and
Inchastry Ahmed Samir,

Nodable 1tems that contnbarted
to the prowith inchuded fresh and
dried citrus froits valsed at 5721
million, wires at $353 million, and
manufactured petroleum oifs at
186 mlhon.

Rey  export  sectors  also
included  buillding matenals,

COMMODITIES

Lgypts exports surge 9.8% to
$16.55bn amid global trade expansion

valued at 53586 hillion, the foodd
industry at £2.64 billion, and
chemical products and fertilizers

estimated at 3248 hillion,
Apricultura] crops were worth

S205  billson,
siatcment.
The ministry wms o bolster

aorordineg to a

Exports ower
the parad

i luded freah
and dried citrus

fruits valued
_ at §721 milllon.
Chutterstook

exports across all seclors Lo
diverse global markeis in the
coming phase, emphasizing
callaboration  belween  govern-
menl entities, business commai-
mities, and Egyptian exporiers
1o enhance product gquality and
competitiveness, This  efforl

supports  Egypts target  of
achieving £100 billion im annual

merchandise exporia.

Moreover, the  stitement
revedled  that  Saudh Arabia
emerged as the top markel for
Epvpiinn  merchandise exports
during this period, totaling $1.30
hillion. Following Saudi Arabia,
Turkiye accounted for SL31
hillicn, the UAE af £1.09 billion,
Italy with 3974 million, and the
1S af 904 million,

In May, the Intermational
Monetary Fund projected  that
Egypts  foreign  cash  inflows
woukl come fmoem five soures,
including  commodity  exporis,
tourism and Sue: Canal revenues,
% well as privide transfers and mel
foreign direct invvestment,

Bi=Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Retaliatory measures

Beljing urged
to hike tarifr
on EU cars

Chinese antomakers have
urged Befiing to hike tariffs
o imported European
gasoline-powered cars In
retatiation for Brussels” curbs
on exports of Chinese-mide
EVs, the state-backed Global
Times newspaper said on
Wednesday.

In a meeting on Tuesday
attended by European car
commpanies, China'’s auto m-
dustry "called on the govern-
ment to adopt irm counter-
mveastres cand) sugpested
that consideration be given
to raising the taniff on gasoline
cars with large-displacement
engines” aiccording to the
report. Reuters

Record pace
Japan visitors
exceeed 3m

in May

Japan welcomed more
than 3 million visitors for
a third straight month in
May, official data showed
o Wednesday,

The number of foreign
visitors for business and
leisure was 3.04 million
last month, steady from
the level seen in April, and
chown slightly from the all-
time monthly record in
March, data from the Japan
National Tourism Organiza-
tHonshowed,

Armivals last month
were up G0 percent from
the same period last year
and 9.6 percent higher than
in May 2019, Reuters

Chart of
THE DAY -

The Indic ator dasaribas
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at currant prices.
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What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

Black Smoke

ADHE AN MILLER

Adrian Miller's *Black Smokea®
chronicles how Black
barbecusrs, pltmasters,

and restauranteurs
helped develap
this comerstone of
American focdways
and how they are
coming into their
own today.

Fall boost

Uk inflation
slows to central

bank’s 2% target

british inflation slowed in
hav ta the central bank's twio-
pereent target, official data
showed Wednesday,

The Consumer Prices Index
fell as expected from 2.3
percent in April, the Office
for Natkonal Statistics sakd i oa
sfatement cling easmg growth
in food prices.

That folloaws almost three
yeurs Britains above-tarnget
infation, which last stood at
two percent in July 2030

The news seis the scene for
the July 4 general election
where Conservatives are tipgsed
to lose badly to the opposition
Labour Party, acconding to
opinion polls. Rewters

Though often pushed to the
margins, African Americans
have enrched a barbecus

cultura that has come to ba
embraced |:r:|r all. Millesr

celebrates and restores

the faces and stories
af the man and women

who have iInfluenced this
A EMCRN CUEBIinG.

Lavish spending

ElU rebulies
France for

breaking budget

The European Commission
on Wednesday reprimanded
France for breaching the E1Ts
budget rules under President
Emmanue] Macron

The news will be a blow
to Macron as it is the firsi
time Framce returns to the
EUs public spending sin bin
since he came to power in
2017,

And il sets the stage for
a potential clash between
Paris and Brussels following
elections on June 30 and July
7 — in which the far right and
left, ahead in the polls, are
pledging to spend more at a
time when France will need
to make cuts. Rewters

' Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day @ArabNews
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Al Thakher Company, we emphasize
the importance of cooperation and
participation in vodunteer activities

within the Kingglom.
Abdulnzir bin Salah Al-Aboud]

CED af Thalewr Desslopment Somaarsy

.«l"f

Or
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Thakher Company employees

Emplovees of Thakher Devel-
opmenl Company, Uee masier
dieveloper of the master pdan and
infrastructure for the Thakher
hMaklkah project, participated in
the “And Purify My House” Initia-
tive umnler the patronage of the
Mayor of Makkah Musaed ban
Abdulazz Al-Daouwd. Addition-
ally, the company organized a
campaigmn to raise health and foodd
safety awareness and distribute
umbrellas o pilgrims  within
the Thakher Makkah project, in
parinership with the Municipal
Volunteer Department in the
Holv Makkah Municipality.

The "And Punfy My Howuse"
initiative was held over three
days, where volunleers prepared
and cleaned the holy sites, such as
Mount Arafat, Mina and Muzdal-
ifah, for the arrival of the pilerims.
Efforts also mvalved restoring
visual distortions and maintaining
public Facilities, including
paimiting and other tasks,

These elforts are part of the
COMmp=any s comprehensive
program o promote  health-
care durning the Haj) season,
with a fecus on the importance
of hvegtene amd nuinitbon. The
initiative ensures proper [acili-
ties are availahle for pilgrims o
guaranies a safe and healthy Halj
EXPeTIENCE,

Abdulaziz in Salch Al-Aboud,
CEO of Thakher Development
Company, said: "At  Thakher
Company, we emphasize the
importance of cooperation and
participation i volunteer activi-
tiecs within the Kingdom that
aim to foster the values of gener-
osity and social soledarity, and
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Emplaoywss of Thakhar

Dovelopment Company take
part in the ‘And Purify My House”

campalgn, abmed at preparing mnd

aquipplng the haly sites for the
arrival af pllgrims.

b enhance the esteemed mage
of the holy capital in the eves
of pilgrims. [ would also like to
extend my gratiiude to everyone
whe participated in organizing
this imhbative, aml (o our
employees for their humanitarian
and voluntecr efforts in serving
the pilgrims and strengthening

GLOBAL HEALTHCARE

Johnson & Johnson

marks new era with
updated visual identity

Johnson and Johnson is updating
its brand and uniting its wo
business  sepments  under  the
Johnson and Johnson brand name
in Sachi Arahia,

The announcemenl marks
the next cra for the company in
the Kingdom, which 15 lever-
aping its expertise in Innovative
medicine and medical lechnology
fo prevent and treal compiex
dfiseascs and introduce solutions
that are smarter, less invasive and
mare personalized

Moving forward, the compa-
nvE two segments will be more
connected tw© the Johnson amd

Johnson brancd. JTanssen, the compa-
ny’s pharmaceutical segmend, will
b kmownm as Johnson and fohnson
Innovative Medicine, and the
medtica]l technology segment will
continue o be mown as Johinson
amvd Johnson Medtech. The changes
are part of a global roll out of the
v Johnson amnd Johmson bramd,
announced m September 2005

Mohammed Adquwaizanl,
managing director of Johnson
and Johnson Innovative Medicine
in Sauci Arabia, sabd: “This s an
exciting milestone for us amnd will
o=t us as o company undera
single, modernized brand wdendity.
Our pharmaceuticals scement is
leading where medicine 18 poing,
developing  breakihrough  treat-
ments to transform the future of
health. We have been scrving the
Sadi market for more than four
decades and are fully committed
tx understanding our patients’
discase burden, needs and treat-
MENE EXperences”

He added: “Although our
mAme  may  have changed, our
eoals remam the =ame. We are
commiited o promoting health in
the Kingdom and are inspired by
oty patkents and our legacy, We
take health personally  becauwss
health 1s personal. We look forward
o0 many mre successiol years
shaping the future of health.”

the spirit of cooperation and
souctal responsibeliny”

Thakher Makkah is |ocated
approximately 1| km fom the
Crrand Mosque and a few kiborme-
ters away Irom the holy siles af
Muzdalifah, Mina and Arafat
The project contributes to the
Ringdom™ ambitious  wvision,
which aims 1o host 30 million
Umrah  performers amd  six
mullion pilgrims by 20080,

Upon completion, the project,
spanning over an area of 320,000
spuare  meters, will  Inchede

s,

.

The Universd Premiom  Motors
Apencies, known as  Altawkilat
Premiom, the authonzed dealer for
Homgrg in Sandi Arabia, won four
prestgous imtemational awards at
the Shaping the Future conference
for Hompgi plobal partners. The
event was held in Begjing, China,
concurrently with the 2024 Beifing
Intermational  Automotive  Exhibi-
tboi. These awards recognize oxcel-
ence in sales, aftersabes servioes,

aned marketing.
Additlonally, Tarek Al-Saeedi,
general manager of  alter-sales

servicrs  at  Altawkilat  Premmim,
was appointed as 1 member of
the Homgp Owverseas  Aler-Sakes
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AUTOMOTIVE EXCELLENCE

Altawkilat Premium dominates
global Hongqi awards

HIGHLIGHT

The company also onganized an
initiative to raise health and food
safety awareness and distribute
umbrellas to pilgrims within the

Thakher Makkah project.

100 land plods for hospiiality,
residential and commeercial wses,
Residental and hotel apartment
units will be available i various
categories, and the units will also
e availabie for cwmnership

L
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Services Advisory Committes i
Chima,

Jason Blane, general manaper
of Homegl i Sandi Arabia, sakd
“Altawkilat Premium received these
prestigmiows global awards, refecting
the sucoessful strategic collabora
o between FAW Group Corpra-
o aned Abtawkilat Premium. The
honors are a contineabon of the
company s strategy to offer top-ter
hoxoury vehicles”

He added: “The Universal
Premium Malors Agencles has a
bomg history spanming over 70 vears
mn the automotive sakes and service
sector, with an extensive notwork
of branches across various cifies in

volunteer to serve pilgrims

Thaker Makhkah will be home
i some of the biggest names
in global hospitality incloding
The Radisson Hotel, Park Inn
by Radissan, and Novede] Hode,
which will be the largest in the
warld in terms of the number of
FOCITLS,

The company s also involved
in developing the ald neighbor-
hoods of Makkah in ¢oordina-
tion with the Boval Commission
for Makkah City and Holy Sites,
in order to provide distinguished
services to palgrims.

Tha oerards
CETETOnY
wia hold

In Baljing,

the Kingchom. This partnershigwith
Hongg strengthens the presence of
iy Chinese vehicles in Saadh
Arabia’

Homnggyl is contimupously striving to
enhance iis vehickes with the latest
plobal technolozies to keep pace
with rapid developments I the
atomative mdustry. The company
has eslablished gobal research
cenders m Nanjng, China, to attract
bocal talent in artificial indellizence
anid future networking technologies.
Additionally, Altawkikst Premium has
bunched programs and indliatives to
enthance customer awirencss amd
enigagement, providing superor amd
mm pactiul customer sefvioe,
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THE BEST OF THE REST

Now Routo

Fly Jinnah
launches at
Bahrain airport

Fly Jinnah, Pakistan's low-
cosl carrier, has started
operations from Bahrain In-
ternational Adrport, with two
weekly Rights to Islamabad
International Airport,

In celebration of the
launch on June 13, a welcom:e
ceremony was held at the
airport for passengers on the
inangural ight to Islamabad.
The event was atiended by
representatives from Bahrakn
Alrport Company, the opera-
tor and managing body of the
BlLA. and officials from Fly Jin-
nah. This move ks set to boost
comnectivity between Bahrain
andd Pakistan, providing
pissengers with more traved
options, and moreasing the
number of flights from BIA (o
Pakistan to 37 weekly Righis.

Banking Leadership

Emirates NBD

awarded top
honors

Emirates NBIX a leading
banking zroup in the Middbe
East, North Africa and Tarkiye
region, has won the “Financial
Insiitutions Bond Deal of the
Year” at the Bonds, Loans and
Sukuk Middle East Awards

024, whibe its investment
banking arm, Emirates NBD
Capatal, secured notable house
award wins for “Sukok House
of the Year™ and “High Yield
bt House of the Year™

Emirates NBD recejved the
“Financial Institutions Bond
el of the Year™ awarnd for jis
£750 million debait green hancd
in 2023, the largest ever issued
by a bank in the MENAT region
anid Emirates NHLs first green
olfering on Nasclag Dubai.

Talent Development

ADGM Academy
and Ethara
sign Mol

Abu Dhabi Global Marlket
Academy, the knowledpe
arm of the international fi-
nancial center of Abu Dhalbid,
haas signed an MolT with
Ethara, a regaonal ive event
managemeoni company and
VENUE operator.

The strategic collabora-
tion between the bwo parties
will explore training and
developing the next genera-
thon of Embrati tabent within
different job roles,

Working topether, ADGMA
and Ethara will estabdish an cd-
ucaibonal hob that will develop
CEURNE programs to meet the
skill requirements for maintain-
mg a highly effective work:
force, as well as launch National
Development Progrms,
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Rogan Smith U swimmes

A
1'-. Backstroke is hard for me sometimes, bt fo
q fight back like this and get that back means a lot.

Uberty Global
kS 201 10 nogulee
a cantrolling
wtake in Formula
E bafors tha
and of tho year,
Fommla E

ELECTRIC CAR RACING

Liberty Global to
acquire Formula E from

Warner bros. Discovery

The deal will give the company a controlling interest in the worlds leading electric motorspoit series

Armb Mews _ocndon

Formula E has announced
that Liberiy Glohal is to

acquire shares currently
held by Warner Bros.
Discovery in the all-
electric racing serles.

The acquisition will bring
Liberty Globals total share
ownership In the series (o 65
percent, piving the company
a conlmolling mterest n
the world's [astest-growing
motorsport.

Formuki E is the only
FlA-sanctioned all-electric
world motor racing champi-
onship, the waorlds Nol

environmental, =ocial and
povernance sport, and the Arst
net-zero  carbon  sport  from
Ivception.

“First of all I'd like to olfer
my thanks to Warner Bros.
Mscovery for the support and
puddance  they've  provided
Formula E over the past nine
vears,” Jelf Dodds, Formula E
CEO sabd.

“Liberty Global have a proven
track record of building and
EToOwIng businesses and their
invesiment in us comes al the
perfect time as we plan for a
period of exponential growth.
Having personally knoswn and
worked alongside the Liberty
legdership team for over a

HIGHLIGHT

Announcemeant Fallows

unveilling of the Season T
race calendar which features
racas in Miami, Jakarta

and double-headers in
Monaco and Shanghai,

decade, I'm thrilled to be able
to further benefit from thelr
expertise and their resources,
This is a powerful vindication
of the huge potential of our
sport.”

In it 10th season of all-electric
city racing, Formula E boasts
one of the best and most diverse
sporting calendars in the workd,

with 16 races in iconic city
Iocations across four continents.

Now, with almost 4$00 million
fans around the world, 11 teams
and 22 world-class drivers on
the grid, Formula E hias become
a destination for the hest maotor-
sport  Lalent on  the planet,
inCluding racing tcams Jaguar
TCS Hacing, TAG Hewer Porsche
Formula E Team and NEOM
McLaren Formula E Team,

Al the recent Monaco E-Prix,
Formula E revealed ts new
car for Season 1, the GEN3
EYO, capable of accelerating
o B0mph in an Incredible 1.82
seconds — around 30 percent
faster than a current Formula |
Car.

Mike Fnes, CEQ of Liberty
xlobal, said: "We're cxcited (o
take a controlling interest in
Formula E, i@ business we frsi
invested in nearly 10 years ago
Formula E has massive poien-
tlal for further growth while
integrating: the most advanced
sustamability standards
in sports. The investment
continues our approach of disci-
phned capital rotatlon  across
our Venlures portfolio and our
sirategy of making long-term
investments in highly atiractive
businesses.”

The transaction 15 subpect
to regulatory approval, with
closing expecied before vear
el

M M A

Bellator

Champions
Series returns
with tivo fitle

Jightsin
September

Bellator Champions Series will
returm in September wath two
straight woeks of global action,
headiined by two Bellator World
Championship bouts.

First up, on Saturday, Sepl 7
Bellator Champions Series San
Déego will feature a Lightweight
Wiaorld ARHATT
evenl. Usman Nurmagomesdoy
(1700, 1 NC) will attempt to retain
both his undefeated run and his
155-pound title when he locks
horms with  Alexander Shabliy
(23-3), a man who has no been
beaten in eight vears.

One week loter on Saturday,
el E3 the Eellator

Champlonship

E.ﬂ.l"lul DIEGD
| LiEHT=EIEST TETLE RS
NURANAGOMEDDY ~ SHEBLIV

Middleweizht Waorld Champi-
onship s on the line in the main
event of Bellator Champlons
Series London, when undefeated
Johnny Eblen (1500 will once
azain face off against England’s
Fabian Edwands= (13-3

CHAMPIONS SERIES
LOMNDOMN
j HONILTERICA” TUTLE ST |

EBLEN = EDWARES 2

Last vear, Bellator was bought
bw the PIF-backed Professional
Fighters League,

“Seplember is set (o be a huge
moaith for Bellator Champions
series, and we're  continuing
o slep up our game 10 defiver

mcredible cards that we know
the MMA communiiy scross
the globe will Jove” said Peter
Murray, PFL CEQ

“Both San Dicgo and Loendon
are massive markets for os, and
we're confident we'll put on a
show that the fans in attendance,
and those watching around the
workd on Max and DAZN, deserve

“Chir  world-class
allowed us to hold two cards in
twoweceks, and you're going to see
that, as we announce more Aghts
and events, the future is incred-
iy bright for PFL and Bellator
I's poing to be a September 1o
remember, see yvou there”

Additional contests for both
cards will b announced shortly

rosler  has

Sport
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Swimming

Smith clinches
Paris berth with

awnworld record

Hegmn Smsth clocked a world
reoire ] 57158 10 win the m
haclestroke al the US Olympic
swimmang trals on Tuesday,
throwing down a challenge to
Anssie Raviee MeReown six
weeks hefore the Parls Gamies.

Serdth eclipsed the wardd
reconl of 5733 set by MeReown
in Budapest m October 2023

“It was part of the péan,” Smith
sabd of regaiming the record shw
hielel back m 2088 She'd signaled
her mtentions by lowering her
American record to 5747 in the
seetniilimals anc with Ratharine
BertoodT paashing her all the way
she cne up wiih a late push o
ehice twoetenths of o seoond off
MeEeowns mark. AFP

Bundesliga

Leipzig extend
Rose contract
through 2026

Leipaig has extended coach
Marco Rose's contract by one
viedr inanother sign of condin-
iy after earlier slgning a new
agreement with star Forward
Benjamin Sesko. Rose has been
at Ledpzig for bwo years and his
contract had been doe to expire
at the e of next season,

Leigeeine Tomishec] the kst
Bunceshiza season in fourth, one
place lovwer than in Rose firsd
camprign, bul he won pralse for
integrating young players fike
Sesloo and for Leipais’s close 24
apgregate loss inthe Champions
League toevenhsl winner Real
Machricl, AP

Gzoff
hordaunfazed by
dip ahead of
Women's PGA tilt

World number one Nelly
Korida has shrugeed off her
recent dip in form as she
chases the third major title
of heer career al this week's
Women's POA Champion:
ship in Washington state.

Rorda arrived in the Pacific
Northwest afier back-to-
back missed cuts at the US
Wormen's Open and Last
weeks LPGA Meljer Classic,
a sharp contrast to her hlis-
tering early season min of s1x
tonprmament wins in seven
starts. AFP

Follow Arnb Nows
Beriefs all through the
day ArabMeows
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FPrincess Charflane of Monaco

wore o one-showlder lace-detolied

jumpsult by Lebanese designer
Elie Saab at the 5§3rd Monte Carlo |
Tolavision Festhval this week.
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TheSix

Yoga studios

Tone up and relax vour mind
by visiting these six yoga
studios in Saudi Arabia,

-~

i
e

Exhale Yoga

Wanlt to explore different types
of voga classes? Visit Exhale Yoga
in Riyadh. They offer vimyasa,
ashtanga, vin, meditation, sound

healing, pilates, harre, aerial,
dance, and more, classes.

YAS Studio

Yasmeen Al-Dossary, a vogi,
enireprencur and wellness
expert, brought the fundamentals
of woea from Dnedia to Alkhobar.

The Yoza House

Il you want to host a corporate
wellness event, lake your leam
to The Youm House in Riyadh,
They offer a varicty of classes and
provide tatlor-made experiences
for employees,

harama Yoga

Farama Yoga m Jeddah offers
diverse classes for all kevels,
including vin, hatha, and
karama flow, with aeptions for
ETOLD OF private Tessnpis.

Studio 55

Mot exactly a voga studio per
5e, Studio 55 in Alkhobar is a
houtigue fitness location that
hoasis a selection of vog classes
that help (o boost flexibility,
halance and mindfulness.

8
Frye-SRE
MNulun

Located in Rivadh and
Al-Khohar, NuYa Yog Studio
features yvoga, pilates, dance and
spin classes, The studio is known
Fowr i0s state-af-the-art Faciliiies
and expert instructors.

CLOSE UP

Birthday tributes pour
in for Amira Al-Zuhair

Armb Maws Lodcal

Birthday tributes poured
in this week for part-Sandi
midel Amira Al-Zuhair,
who has celebrated her
23rd birthday.

Among those sending warm
wishes on Instagram wepe
friends including Stella Ferro,
the model manager ai Elite
Mode] Warld which represents
Al-Zuhair, Saudh entreprener
Aisha Almamyv, Egvptian actress
{ihada Abdel Razek and French
Alperian designer Xavier
Belmaludi-Maore, Tounder of
Eddine Belmahadi,

“Happy birthday, my lowe,”
wrote Ferro on her story,
sharing a picture of Al-Zuhair
Almamy added: " Happy
hirthday our Amira” playiully
hinting at the Arablc meaning of
the models name — princess,

Al-Zuhair, bormn in Pares oa
French mother and Saudi father,
has made her mark on the fashion
workd and appeared on the
rurway for an array of renowmed
fashion houses such as Missoni,
Maizon Alala, Brunello Cucinelki.
Balmain, Doloe & Gabbana,
Giambattista Valli, (iorgio
Armani, Elie Saab and many more,

Earlier this month, Al-Zuhair
wilked in Louis Viltton's high
Jewelry show in Saint-Tropez,
which was attended by celebri-
ties such as British aciress
Phoche Dynevor and Thai
actress Urassaya Sperbmnd.

The collection wis designed
by the house's artistic director
of pewelry and watches, Franc-
e Amifiiheatrod

Al-Zuhalr wore an intricate

chunky choker featuring
& wide stroctured T
desipn with a [attice-like 1)
pattern in godd. [twas ]
adorned with diamonds
and featured a lange
vellow pomstone as a
focal point.

The catwalk star
shared a picture on
her Instagram story of
hersell with Ambithe-

atrod and her fellow

INTERVIEW

models, whiere she wore Amira Al-Zuhadr
e cul-out black top paired tumed 21 this
LY . - H.ﬂ'*
Il with oversized black =
Ceabty mages
|| salwar pants. e Alska
Bt The models’ outfits were  Almamy,
made by creative director  left, took
| Nicolas Ghesquiere's m
| studio, 'i:r'l1.|] 51_1.'!u1g.11:; modsl & happy
Ghesquiers's long-time hirthday,
codlaborator Marke- Ingtagram

Amelie Sauve.
In May, she walked the
rumwway for the Chamel

Crigse 2024 2025 show

in Marseille, France, She sported
1 vibrant yellow ensemble
featuring hot shorts paired

with a button-down top and
coordinating cardigan, along
with a befge hat, a gold choker
embellished with boe detailing,
chunky camings and a chain belt
adorned with pendanis.

In addition to er rmumway
appearances, Al-Zulair has
featured in campaigns for high-
prodibe hrancds such as Prada,
Chanel and Carolina Herrera,

dJustin Timbariake &~

COURT CASE

Justin
Timberlake
charged wilh
driving while

inltovicated

AP Mery Yok

Pop star Justin Timberlake was
charged this week with diinken
driving m a village in New York's
Hamptons, after police said be ran a
gtop sigm and veered out of his lane
in the posh seaside sommer retreat.
The singer was driving in Sag
Hartwisr arownid 12:30 a.m. when
an officer stopped him and
determined he was Intoxicated.
Timberlake told the officer
he had one martini and was
following some friends home.
After being arvested and taken
i a podlce station, he refused o
breath test, said the court papers.
The sinper was released
without bond on Tuesday after
being arraigned in Sag Harbor,

ON SHOW

Pharrell
Williams
Licks off Paris
Fashion Weelk:

Reuters Faris

Loty Valiton men's cpeatlve
director Pharrell Williams (ool
to an ouldoor, turf-lned minway
at UNESCO headguarters this
weell, opening Paris Fashion
Week with an evening show,
The fashion label, known for
its checked damier patterns and
monogrammed trunks, drew
on a travel theme for the spring
summer 2025 men™s collection,
with a towering globe sculpiure,
rows OF international Aags and -
in the distance - the Eiffel Tower
s a backdrop,

Sonia Al-Sowaiegh on making music and ‘relatable’ humor

Dalal Awlenat [ihn

From starming in a campaizn [or
LIS label Calvin Klein 1o singing
and amassing a loval fodlowing
on TikTok, Saudi Bahradnd talent
Sonia Al-Sowaiegh is working Lo
congquer the entertainment space,
Better known by her online
persond, “Shessonia” Al-Sowaiegh
siys she wanted to be a singer
froim the age of eighit. Her discog-
raphy. she told Arab News, 15
geared toward evoking emotions
“Idon™ care if my music

wiich was released in 3020, was
inspired by the andety of transi-
tioning mto adulthood.

“1 didn"t know how to
maneuyer and act like
an adult when I felt like
swch a child mside " she
sadd. “That inspired
b =0 much of the album
because | wanted
people 1o pelate 1o the

poes viral or not, 1 just wandi
o ke one person langh or
make someone's day,” she said.
"Obvicusly 1 have goals ..
bt those don't equate
o my goals of making
peoqile feel something
and resonate wilh
scimicthing”

Her first EP,
“Adulting amd

Adapting” feeling of being loaely
Sonin Al-Sownbegh wien you are forced
ks & Sausdl Bahealnl b o ol there in

alnger. Irstaesam Lk workd and

experience heartbreak amd being
broke all by yourself”

she added: *Sadness really is
modivation for me towrite. Every
girme 1 & sad, [write”

B bsehuimd the emodional
music, Al-Sowakegh shoves her
bubbly side on secial medha, more
specifically on TikTok. With
vidleos gaining millions of views,
she deseribes her content as
“relatable Bhabeef™ humor

Like many others, her TikTok
pourmey started in 2020 during
the COYID lockdown,

“l staried posting on TikTok,
maling fun of other people as a
jodie, and then my videos wenid
viral 5o 1 siarted making lifestyle-
ksh story time (videos) just putting
my makeup on and telling
extremee stores that happened in
my life,” shie said

Al-Sowaiegh is keen (o
enCMIrage voung Arab creatives
to pad themsetves out tere and
follow their passions. “Be voursell
If vou have a drve mside you that
makes vou feel ilke you want todo
something. do it she said,



