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DISCUSSION ON LOK
SABHA SPEAKER

POST HELD AT

RESIDENCE

INDIA'S OILMEAL

EXPORTS PLUMMET
AMID GLOBAL
“TRADE CHALLENGES

SUPREME COURT HOLDS SPECIAL LOK
ADALAT FOR SETTLEMENTS

The Supreme Court’s upcoming Lok Adalat will prioritize settling pending
cases, including matrimonial and property disputes, motor accident claims,
and labour disputes, to promote quicker and more harmonious resolutions
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anniversary, the Su-

preme Court of India
is organizing a special Lok
Adalat from July 29 to Au-
gust 3. This initiative aims
to facilitate the amicable
settlement of pending cases,
reflecting the Court’s dedica-
tion to enhancing alternative
dispute resolutionand expe-
diting justice.

A press statement from
the Supreme Court empha-
sized the significance of Lok
Adalats within the Indianju-
dicial system. These adalats
playa crucial rolein promot-
ing alternative dispute reso-
lution, thusfostering quicker
and more harmonious settle-

T0P OF THE DAY

INDIA SWAPS UP
PRE-JPMORGAN
ENTRY, HSBC

New Delhiz HSBC Holdings
Plc has conducted nearly
half of the bond-derivative
trades in India’s interna-
tional finance hub over the
past month, amounting ta
over $250 million out of a
total $510 million, ahead
of Indian sovereign bonds™
inclusion in JPMorgan
Chase & Co.'s emerging-
market index on June

28. The bank utilized total
return swaps to provide
foreign investors onshore
bond exposure without
needing local licenses. This
product has become key
for foreigners to access
Indian bonds amid increas-
ing interest. Anita Mishra,
head of markets and
securities services at HSBC
India, noted HSBC's role in
facilitating both direct ac-
cess and total return swaps
for Indian government
bonds. The International
Financial Services Centres
Authority chairman, K
Rajaraman, highlighted the
significant traction and $10
billion inflows into India’s
index-eligible bonds since
the announcement of their
inclusion. Some investors
also seek exposure through
rupee-denominated supra-
national bonds or Indian
bond exchange-traded
funds from providers like
BlackRock Inc.and Legal
& General Investment
Management

ASSAM CM
SEEKS CBI
PROBE IN lIT
STUDENT DEATH

GUWAHATI: Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma urged West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee to
transfer the investigation of
IIT Kharagpur student Faizan
Ahmed's death to the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBII
for a transparent and fair
probe. Faizan was found
dead in his hostel in October
2022, initially deemed a sui-
cide by the college authori-
ties. However, his parents
suspected foul play, noting
injury marks on his body. A
second autopsy, ordered

« by the Calcutta High Court,
revealed a gunshot wound
on Faizan's upper left neck
and a stab wound on the

« right, indicating homicide.
CM Sarma emphasized the
need forjustice for Faizan
and closure for his grieving
parents, highlighting the
importance of a thorough
CBl investigation to bring the
perpetrators to justice.
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In celebration of its 75th

G el
ments. The upcoming Lok
Adalat aligns with the Su-
preme Court’s commitment
toensuring accessible and ef-
ficient justice for all societal
segments.

During this special Lok
Adalat, various cases with
potential for settlement
will be considered. These

include matrimonial and
property disputes, motor
accident claims, land acqui-
sition issues, compensation
cases, and service and labor
disputes. All these cases,
currently pending before
the Supreme Court, will be
prioritized to ensure speedy
resolutions.

Sankara eye foundation launches
India’s first eye care innovation lab

dation, India, Mr. Bhaskar

The Role and Impact of Lok
Adalats

Lok Adalats, or “People’s
Courts,” have been an in-
tegral part of the Indian
judicial framework since
their formal recognition in
1987 under the Legal Ser-
vices Authorities Act. They
provide an alternative plat-
form for dispute resolution,
focusing on mutual consent
and settlement rather than
adversarial litigation. By en-
couraging compromise and
understanding, Lok Adalats
help reduce the burden on
the regular court system and
provide a quicker, less formal
resolution process.

The Supreme Court’s deci-
sion to organize this special
Lok Adalat highlights its
ongoing efforts to integrate

these principlesmore deeply
into the judicial process. The
aim is to make justice more
accessible and lesstime-con-
suming, benefiting both the
legal system and the public.

Enhancing Access to Jus-
tice

This initiative is part of a
broader strategy to enhance
the efficiencyand accessibil-
ity of the Indian judicial sys-
tem. The Supreme Court has
been progressively adopting
measures to reduce case
backlogs and ensure timely
justice. The special Lok
Adalatis expected tohandle
numerous cases that have
been pending, thus signifi-
cantly reducing the caseload.

By focusing on cases with
elements of settlement,
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Investments in renewables, roads, realty
to rise in FY25 & 26 to Rs 15 lakh crore

NIVEDITA MUKHERJEE
NEW DELHI

infrastructure sectors --

renewable energy, roads
and real estate are expected
to grow 38 per cent in fiscals
2025 and 2026 compared
with the previous two fiscals
toRs15lakh crore. The surge
will ride on India’s need
for creation of sustainable
infrastructure by adding
more green power to the en-
ergy mix, improving physi-
cal connectivity through
a denser road network, as
well as rising demand for
residential and commercial
real estate, as emerges from
CRISIL's Ratings Annual
Infrastructure Summit 2024
on Tuesday.

The underlying demand
driversin these threesectors
remain strong, with regular
policy interventions fuel-
ling investor interest. This
has also supported healthy
creditrisk profiles of private
players and strengthened
their execution and funding
capabilities. Regular policy

interventions in these sec-

Investmentsin India'skey

India to grow at 7.2 % in FY25 on

consumer Sp

ending, investment

i Roads sector capex to grow on a strong base

| I I
tors have also increased
investor interest, thus pro-
viding opportunities to de-
velopers to unlock equity
capital, according to Man-
ish Gupta, Senior Director
and Deputy Chief Ratings
Officer.

Cumulatively, Rs 2 lakh
crore of equity capital has
been deployed in these sec-
tors over the past two fiscals
driven by strong investor
participation. A key enabler
herehasbeen the emergence
of vehicles such as infra-
structure investment trusts
(InvITs) and real estate in-
vestment trusts (REITs).
The capital inflows from in-
vestors have helped improve
credit profiles of private
players, thus strengthening
their ability to fund future
growth.”

il

For renewables, the key
growth driver is demand for
sustainable energy transi-
tion. The government tar-
get is driving up auctions,
which has created a strong
pipeline. India saw auctions
of 35 GW in fiscal 2024, the
highest ever in a single fiscal,
resulting ina strong pipeline
of 75 GW. This will primarily
drive implementation of 50
GW capacity over the next
two fiscals. In the roads sec-
tor, the need for improved
physical connectivity, which
helpsin efficiency gains for
the economy, has driven
healthy awarding over the
past few fiscals, barring the
lastone. Strengthened order
books of road developers, at
2.5 times of revenue, will
support 11 per cent growth
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India’s gross direct tax collections
for FY25 grows 22.19 %

2024-25 as on 17 June, 2024
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reign portfolio investors (FPIs)
have made a strong comeback to
Indian markets, with netinvestments
surpassing USD 1 hillion over the
past five trading sessions. On June 14
alone, FPIs invested USD 644.61 mil-
lion, pushing their total investment
beyond the 1billion USD mark.
Previously, domestic stock mar-
kets experienced significant volatil-
ity during the election period due to
persistent selling by foreign inves-
tors. On the day election results were
announced, the markets faced one of
the worst sell-offs by foreign inves-
tors, driven by the uncertainty of a
clear majority for any political party.

B

However, investor confidence
was restored after the formation of
the government under the National ~ from the National Securities Deposi-

Democratic Alliance (NDA), leading
torenewed foreign investments. Data

tory shows that on June 10, FPIs had
anetinvestment of USD 805.82 mil-
lion. This was followed by USD 317.82

The return of FPIs is a positive
indicator for the Indian economy,
suggesting that the political stabil-
ity and policy continuity offered by

Foreign investors flock to Indian markets, pumping in $1.4 billion

million on June 11. However, June 12
saw a notable shift as FPIs sold off

USD 285.32 million, resulting ina  sold equities worth Rs 25,586 crore,
negative net investment for theday.  indicatinga patternof sustained sell-
The trend reversed on June 13 with  ing in the cash market. For the year
FPIs investing USD 32646 million, ~ 2024 so far, FPIs have divested equi-
culminating in a significant buying  ty worth Rs 26428 crore. A notable
spree on June 14 with USD 644.61  trend in FPIactivity is the consider-
million invested. Over these fivetrad-  able selling through exchanges while
ing sessions, FPIs have collectively  simultaneously buying through the
invested an impressive USD 1.45  primary marketroute.

billion. This influx of foreign capital ~ The market is gradually stabilizing
highlightsrenewed confidenceinthe  following the high volatility triggered
Indian market, particularly following by the election results, including both
the political stabilization brought  exit polls and the actual outcomes.
ahout by the NDA government. ‘The upcoming budget will also pro-

the new government have effectively
‘mitigated uncertainties. In May, FPIs

vide a policy direction for the new
government, with the market ex-
pected to adjust accordingly based
on the budget announcements.
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DISCUSSION ON LOK SABHA SPEAKER POST
HELD AT RAJNATH SINGH'S RESIDENCE

Rajnath Singh leadsefforts tobuild consensus among alliance parties and opposition
groups for the upcoming election of the Lok Sabha Speaker, amid considerations
by the INDIA bloc tofield their own candidate if Deputy Speaker norms aren’t met.

TBGNETWORK
NEW DELHI

mid anticipation
surrounding the
appointment of

the Lok Sabha Speaker
ahead of the upcom-
ing Parliament Session,
sources indicate that
a meeting of ministers
will convene at Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh’s
residence on Tuesday
evening. The purpose
of this gathering, sched-
uled just before the com-
mencement of the first
Parliament session post
the 2024 general elec-
tions on June 24, is to
strategize on enhancing
floor coordination among
National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA) partners
during the session. This
session will also witness
the election for the erucial
Speaker post.

Rajnath Singh has been
tasked with the respon-

sibility to facilitate con-
sensus-building among
alliance parties as well as
opposition groups for the
election of the Lok Sabha
Speaker. Sources suggest
that discussions will re-
volve around ensuring
smooth proceedings and
effective functioning of
the lower house of Parlia-
ment.

The opposition INDIA
bloc is reportedly con-
templating fielding a

candidate for the Speak-
er's post, especially if the
norm of granting them
the Deputy Speaker’s
post is not adhered to.
The election for the posi-
tion of Lok Sabha Speaker
is slated to take place on
June 26.

Currently, the Speaker
of the Lower House of
Parliament is Om Birla,
a Member of Parliament
from the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP). Birla was

elected as the Speaker
of the 17th Lok Sabha in
June 2019, following a
motion moved by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
In the recently concluded
Lok Sabha elections, Birla
contested from Kota ona
BJP ticket and secured the
Parliamentary seat witha
margin exceeding 41,139
votes.

Janata Dal (United), led
by Nitish Kumar, has af-
firmed its support for
the BJP’s choice for the
Speaker’s post. JD(U)
and the Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) are integral
members of the BJP-led
National Democratic Al-
liance and are expected
to endorse the candidate
nominated by the BJP.

The inaugural session
of the 18th Lok Sabha is
scheduled to conclude
on July 3, primarily for
the oath-taking or affir-
mation of newly elected
members. President

Army creates first-ever skin bank
for soldiers in India

TBG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

he Army Hospital
(Research and Refer-
ral) in New Delhi un-

veiled a pioneering initiative
on Tuesday with the inau-
guration of a state-of-the-art
skin bank facility, marking a
significant milestone within
the Armed Forces Medical
Services. This establish-
ment, the first of its kind un-
der military auspices, aims to
revolutionize the treatment
of severe burn injuries and
other complex skin-related
conditions affecting service
members and their families
across India.

Led by Lt Gen Arindam
Chatterjee AVSM, VSM,
DGMS (Army) & Col Comdlt,
the opening of the skin bank
underscores the Armed
Forces’ steadfast commit-
ment to enhancing the
health and well-being of
its personnel. Lt Gen Chat-
terjee expressed that this
facility signifies not only an
advancementin medical care

CONTINUED FRO

but also a profound dedica-
tion to supporting those who
have made sacrifices for the

nation.

“This skin bank is a testa-
ment to our unwavering
commitment to the health
and well-being of our ser-
vice members,” emphasized
Lt Gen Chatterjee. “Tt will sig-
nificantly enhance the qual-
ity of eare we provide and
strengthen our ability to as-
sist those affected by severe
injuries.”

The facility, overseen by a
team of highly trained medi-
cal professionals includ-
ing plastic surgeons, tissue

engineers, and specialized
technicians, will serve as a
central hubfor the collection,
processing, storage, and dis-
tribution of skin grafts. Rig-
orous ad herence to stringent
quality control and safety
standards ensures the in-
tegrity and reliability of the
grafts, essential for effective
treatment outcomes.

Lt Gen Ajith Nilakantan,
Commandant of Army Hos-
pital (R&R), highlighted the
transformative impact of the
skin bank on the treatment
landscape for severe burns
and complex skin conditions.
“Having adedicatedresource

for skin tissue allows us to
deliver the most effectiveand
personalized treatments,”
he affirmed. “This not only
improves patient recovery
prospects but also supports
comprehensive rehabilita-
tion efforts.”

The establishment of the
skin bank marks a pivotal
advancement in the Armed
Forces' ongoing initiatives
to elevate medical care and
supportforits personneland
their families. This innova-
tive initiative underscoresthe
organization’s proactive ap-
proach to prioritizing health
and well-being within its
ranks.

“This facility will not only
enhance the quality of care
we provide but also strength-
en our ability to support
those who have been affect-
ed by devastating injuries,”
added Lt Gen Chatterjee.

The skin bank is expected
to cater to the diverse needs
of military medical centers
nationwide, ensuring eq-
uitable access to advanced
skin replacement therapies.

Droupadi Murmu is
slated to address a joint
sitting of the Lok Sabha
and the Rajva Sabha on
June 27,

The final session of the
17th Lok Sabha, known as
the Budget session, was
held from January 31 to
February 10, 2024, mark-
ing the end of its term.

In summary, as the
political landscape pre-
pares for the upcoming
Parliament Session and
the crucial election of
the Lok Sabha Speaker,
stakeholders are engaged
in pivotal discussions
aimed at ensuring ef-
fective governance and
parliamentary proceed-
ings. The meeting at Ra-
jnath Singh’s residence
underscores efforts to
forge consensus among
diverse political entities
for the smooth function-
ing of the lower house of
Parliament in the ensuing
session.

PM Modi urges gram panchayat
presidents to promote yoga and

millets for ho]isc health |
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ime Minister Narendra
Modi has called upon
gram panchayat presidents
to lead a grassroots move-
ment promoting holistic
health through yoga and
millet awareness, empha-
sizing their benefits in pre-
serving soil health and com-
bating climate change. In a
letter dated June 13, 2024,
PM Modi extended his best
wishes to all residents of
gram panchayats ahead of
the 10th International Yoga
Day.

“The initiative to orga-
nize Yoga-based programs
in Panchayat premises,
schools, Anganwadis, Com-
munity Health Centers, and
other such places will serve
as a catalyst to inspire peo-
ple, particularly the youth,
to embrace a sustainable,
stress-free lifestyle,” PM
Modiurged in his letter.

Highlighting the global
significance of Yoga, PM
Modi noted the upcoming
celebration of the 10th In-
ternational Day of Yoga on

A e

June21, 2024. He described
this event as a testament to
Yoga's profound impact on
the global community and
its role in bringing positive
changes to individuals’ lives.
The theme for this year,
“Yoga for Self and Society,”
aims to further strengthen
efforts towards building a
healthy nation.

“Yoga, a gift from our an-
cient culture, fosters holis-
tic health and wellness by
strengthening us physically
and mentally,” PM Modi
emphasized. In parallel, he
underscored the nutritional
benefits of millets, knownas
Shree Anna, which promote
good health and contribute

to soil conservation and
climate resilience. The in-
creasing demand for millets
also enhances the income of
small farmers, he added.

The International Day of
Yoga was established on
June 21 following a resolu-
tion proposed by India and
endorsed by 175 member
states of the United Nations
on December 11, 2014. PM
Modi first introduced the
proposal during his address
at the opening of the 69th
session of the UN General
Assembly, emphasizing Yo-
ga’s role in achieving unity
of mind and body, and its
holistic approach to health
and well-being.

Passenger seeks action against goods train
pilots in Kanchenjunga Express crash

TBG NETWORK
DARJEELING

passenger aboard the
ill-fated Kanchen-
junga Express, involved in
a tragic accident on June 17
near Jalpaiguri station in
North Bengal, haslodged a
complaint against the loco
pilot and assistant loco pilot
of the goods train respon-
sible for the collision. The
incident occurred when a
goods train reportedly ig-
nored a signaland collided
with the Sealdah-bound
Kanchanjungha Express
at approximately 8:55 am,
resulting in a devastating
outcome inthe Phansidewa
area of Darjeeling district.
The collision tragically
claimed the lives of at least
10 individuals and left more
than 25 others injured.
Chinmoy Majumdar, one of
the passengers, recounted
in her complaint the sudden
jolt felt while the train was
in motion, causing panic

among passengers. She
sustained injuries, while
several co-passengers suf-
fered severe wounds in the
aftermath of the collision.
According to Majumdar’s
account, upon disembark-
ing from the train, she dis-
covered that the goods train
had rammed into the rear of
the KanchenjungaExpress,
severely damaging parts of
both trains, including the
engine of the goods train.
She attributed the accident
totherushand alleged neg-
ligence of the loco pilot and
assistant loco pilot.

Dr. Sandeep Kumar Sen-
gupta, the Dean of North
Bengal Medical College
and Hospital, confirmed
thatthe death toll had risen
to10 following the tragic in-
cident. He detailed that on
the day of the mishap, 37 in-
jured individuals were ad-
mitted, withtwo patientsin
serious condition succumb-
ing to their injuries despite
intensive care. Dr. Sengupta
emphasized thecriticalcon-
dition of those with mul-
tiple organ injuries, high-
lighting the challenges in
their treatment due to their

accident-related trauma.

In response to the inci-
dent, Janak Kumar Garg,
Chief Commissioner of
Railway Safety for North-
east Frontier Railway, an-
nounced a statutory inqui-
ry into the Kanchenjunga
Express tragedy. The in-
quiry aims to ascertain the
circumstances leading to
the collision, which claimed
eight lives at the scene and
later two more in hospital,
while injuring 25 others.

Following extensive resto-
ration efforts, the Kanchan-
jungha Express eventu-
ally reached its destination,
Sealdah station in Kolkata,
early the next day. The com-
pletion of restoration work
allowed for the resumption
of normal operations after
the distressing incident.

The collision between the
goods train and Kanchen-
junga Express has raised

ificant concerns about
railway safety and opera-
tional protocols.
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the Supreme Court aims to clear disputes that can

Supreme court holds

n only saves time and resources for the court but

also provides reliefto the involved parties by resolving their
issues amicably.

Categories of Cases to be Addressed

The special Lok Adalat will address a variety of cases, in-
cluding:

Matrimonial and Property Disputes: These cases often
involve sensitive personal issues that are best resolved
through mutual agreement rather than contentious court
battles.

Motor Accident Claims: Quick settlements can provide
much-needed financial relief to victims or their families.

Land Acquisition and Compensation Cases: Speedy resolu-
tions in these cases can aid in the smoother implementation
of infrastructure projects and fair compensation for affected
parties,

Service and Labour Disputes: These cases involve employ-
ment issues that can benefit from expedient and equitable
solutions.

The Future of Alternative Dispute Resolution

The Supreme Court’s initiative underscores the growing
importance of alternative dispute resolution mechanisms
in India. As the legal system continues to evolve, such mea-
sures are likely to become even more critical in ensuring
that justice is not only delivered but also perceived as fair

and timely by the public.

The special Lok Adalat from July 29 to August 3 representsa
significant step in this direction. By prioritizing the amicable
settlement of suitable pending cases, the Supreme Court is
reinforcing its commitment to a judicial system that is ef-
ficient, accessible, and just forall.

in highway construction, which is seen at

Investments in renewables

H which is just slightly higher than the 12,349

km of national highways constructed in 2023-24.
However, private sector confidence in roads has been
boosted by models such as the hybrid annuity model
(HAM) and improved concession agreements, which
share risks more equitably between developers and
concessionaires.

As for real estate, net leasing of commercial office
space will see demand growth of 8-10 per cent this
fiscal and the next. The primary drivers of the same
will be global capability centres eyeing India’s large
talent pool and competitive rentals, as well as healthy
demand from domestic sectors. Demand growth for
residential real estate will sustain at 8-12 per cent this
fiscal and the next, aided by favourable affordability
and premiumisation. That said, there are some risks
to watch out for as the growth momentum could be
impacted if these play out in a meaningful way, says
CRISIL.

The initiative aims to revolutionize eye care by

.
Sankara eye foundation
developing advanced digital record systems and Al

n technologies to improve efficiency, accuracy, and ac-

cessibility. By integrating Al and digital health records into eye
care, the lab seeks to enhance diagnostic accuracy and treat-
ment outcomes, ensuring that even the most remote communi-
ties receive the highest qual

The center will conduct cl 2
DCGI for regulatory compliance, with a team of clinical re-
search coordinators ensuring adherence to standards. Train-
ing programs will include hands-on sessions, simulation ex-
ercises, and virtual reality modules to enhance practical skills
for Postgraduate Trainees, Fellows, and Practicing Eye Sur-
geons. Key research areas include developing new diagnostic
tools, surgical instruments, intraocular dev elemedicine
solutions, spectacles, and assistive technologies. The lab will
explore Al algorithms for medical imaging analysis, improv-
ing the detection and classification of common eye conditions
such as glaucoma, diabetic retinopathy, and macular degen-
eration. Additionally, AT will be used to create personalized
treatment plans based on patient data and predictive analytics.
Equipped with state-of-the-art facilities, including simulation
laboratories, surgical training s . anda tele-ophthalmology
training area, the Innovation Lab aims to promote global best
practices in eye care by fostering collaborations with interna-
tional institutions and industry leaders.

Sankara Eye Foundation, India is a Not-for-Profit organiza-
tion committed to providing quali
poorand marginalized sections of society. Founded in 1977 by

Dr. RV. Ramani and Dr. Radha Ramani, Sankara has grown
into one of the largest and fastest-growing social enterprises,
managing 13 super specialty eye care hospitals across Tamil
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Gujarat, Punjab, Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Telangana, Rajasthan, and Maha-
rashtra. The foundation’s network hospitals are equipped with
state-of-the-art technology to performadvanced eyesurgeries.
Asa protagonist of the National Eye Health Care Movement in
India, Sankara Eye Foundation continuously transforms eye
care delivery through various initiatives across age groups,
cutting-edge technolo; cientific approaches, innovation,
research, and training. more information about Sankara
Eye Foundation, please visit Sankara Eye Foundation.

. 0 /
India togrowat 7.2 %
7.8 per cent in the first five months of the calendar

n vear. According to official forecasts, falldur-

ing June- September is likely to be above average. This, says
Fitch Ratings, should limit the inflationary risks from food
price spikes. We expect headline inflation to continue declin-
ingto4.5 per cent by calendar year-end, and average 4.3 per
cent in2025and 2026, staying slightly above the mid-point
of'its target range (4 per cent +/- 2 per cent).

The age Iso notes that at its latest meeting, the RBI
maintained the policy rate at 6.5 per cent and confirmed its
hawkish stance of “withdrawal of monetary accommoda-
tion” and the need to bring down inflation towards target. It
still expects the RBI to cut its policy rate this vear, but only
once, to 6.25 per cent.

food price inflation has remained high,
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INDIA'S OILMEAL EXPORTS PLUMMET
AMID GLOBAL TRADE CHALLENGES

India’s oilmeal exports decline in April 2024, with soybean meal exports ris-
ing and mustard meal exports falling

TBG NETWORK
NEW

Indi s oilmeal exports
experienced a notable
17% decline in the first two
months of the 2024-25 fi-
nancial year, highlighting
broader challenges in the
agricultural trade sector. Ac-
cording to recent data from
the Solvent Extractors’ Asso-
ciation of India (SEA), India
exported 767 lakh tonnes of
oilmeal during April-May
2024-25, compared to 9.30
lakh tonnes in the same pe-

riod 0f2023-24.

This decline has been pri-
marily attributed to a drop
in the exportofkey products
such as rapeseed meal and

castorseed meal.

In May 2024 alone, oilmeal
export volumes were report-
ed at 302,280 tons, a sharp
decline of 31 per cent from
436,597 tons in May 2023.

One of the main reasons for
this decrease is the reduced
demand for Indian oilmeals
from major importers such
as South Korea, Thailand,
Vietnam, and Bangladesh.

South Korea imported
166,583 tons of oilmeals,
down from 189,705 tons the
previous year.

Vietnam's imports saw

a drop from 142,285 tons
to just 32,699 tons, while
Thailand's intake fell from
152,053 tons to 57,390 tons.

Bangladesh imported
139,006 tons, compared
t0193,606 tons during the
same period last year.

The most notable drop
has been in rapeseed meal
exports. Vietnam, which
imported 142,285 tons last
year, significantly reduced
its intake to just 32,699 tons.

Similarly, Thailand’s im-
ports of rapeseed meal fell

from 152,053 tons to 57,390

tons. Thisdecline in demand
for rapeseed meal, a major
exportcommodity, has had a
significant impacton overall
oilmeal exports.

Another critical factor af-
fecting the oilmeal export
market is the government’s
prohibition on the export
of de-oiled rice bran, a key
componentin animal fodder.

India typically exports be-
tween 500,000 to 600,000
tons of de-oiled rice bran to
countries such as Vietnam
and Thailand.

However, an export ban

Delhi airport introduces ‘Quick
Drop’ to cut luggage wait times

TBG NETWORK
NE 1

elhi International

Airport on Tuesday
launched a state-of-the-
art Self Service Bag Drop
(SSBD) Quick Drop Solu-
tion at the airport.

The initiative by the air-
portwillhelp in streamlin-
ing the baggage drop pro-
cess and reduce waiting
timefor the luggage.

‘With this, Delhi Airport
becomes the first airport
in India and the second in
the world after Toronto,
Canada toimplement this
technology.

With approximately
50 Self Service Bag Drop
units now operational
across Terminalland Ter-

minal 3, passengers can
enjoy a seamless and effi-
cient check-in experience.

Earlier the self-service
bag drop units enabled
travellers tobypass check-
in desks, allowing them
to print their boarding
passes and baggage tags at
Common Use Self Service
kiosks. Upon reaching the
bag drop unit, passengers
use to scan their board-
ing passes or face through
biometric cameras, and
proceed to drop their bags
on the conveyor belt, with
the entire process taking
around a minute.

Now to make the bag
drop facility smooth, the
Delhi airport has started
a new innovation called

‘Quick Drop Solution’.

It is a one-step process
where the need for the
boarding pass or biomet-
ric validation is removed
since these details are
already available on the
baggage tag. This reduces
the processing time from
about a minute to 30 sec-
onds.

“We are thrilled to intro-
duce the Self Service Bag
Drop Quick Drop Solution
at Delhi Airport, setting a
new standard for pas-
senger convenience and
efficiency in India. This
initiative underscores our
commitment to leverag-
ing advanced technology
to enhance the travel ex-
perience.

Sony India launches BRAVIA 2 series with Google TV and gaming upgrades

TBG NETWORK
NEW DELHI
ony India introduces its
latest innovation, the
BRAVIA 2 Series, featuring
4K Ultra HD LED display
technology, aimed at elevat-
ing the entertainment ex-
perience for those looking
to upgrade. Integrated with
Google TV, users can effort-
lessly access a wide array of

apps, streaming services,
and live TV channels, per-
sonalized to their preferenc-
es. Whether it is enjoying a
thrilling gaming session or
indulging in your favorite
movies and TV shows, the
BRAVIA 2 series delivers an
unmatched viewing experi-
ence, making it a must-have
for those seeking toenhance
their home entertainment

setup. The BRAVIA 2 Series
offers two distinct versions:
the $25 variant, which un-
leashes unparalleled gam-
ing capabilities, and its
counterpart, the S20, which
prioritizes other outstanding
features without gamingen-
hancements.

Sony’s new BRAVIA 2
series is available in 108em
(43),126cm (50), 139cm (55),

Durlax top surface to raise Rs
IPO opening June 19

DURLAX

TOP SURFACE LIMITED

TBG NETWORK
AHMEDABAD

urlax Top Surface Ltd

, leading company in-
volved in the business of
Solid Surface for over a de-
cade is planning to raise up
to Rs 40.80 crore from its
SME public issue. The com-
pany hasreceived approval to
launch its public issue on NSE
Emerge Platform of National
Stock Exchange. The public
issue open for subscription
on June 19 and closes on June
21. The Proceeds of the public
issue will be utilised to fund
company’s expansion plans
including meeting working
capital requirementsand gen-
eral corporate purposes. Ex-
pert Global Consultants Pri-
vate Ltd is the book running
lead manager of the issue.

* Company to issue 60 lakh
Equity shares of Rs 10 face
value in the price band of Rs
65-68 per share; To list NSE
EMERGEPlatform of NSE

* Grey Market premium on
company's share is trading
around Rs 23 per share indi-

Miiarkets

cating a listing gain of over
33% as per https://www.in-
‘vestorgain.com

@ Public issue opens for
subscription from June 19 to
June21

® IPO of Rs 40.80 crore
comprises of Fresh issue of
Rs 28.56 crore and Offer for
sale of Rs 12.24 crore

® Company operates
through two brands LUXOR
(Acrylic UV Solid Surface) &
ASPIRON (Modified Solid
Surface)

e Grey Market premium
on company’s share is trad-
ing around Rs 23 per share
indicating a listing gain of
over 33% as per https: /www.
investorgain.com

® Minimum lot size for
application is 2000 shares;
Minimum IPO application
amount Rs 1.30 - 136 lakh

® Funds raised through
the issue will be used to meet
the working capital require-
ments and general corporate
purposes

® For FY23-24 company re-
ported revenues of Rs 90.84
croreand Net Profitof Rs 5,05
crore

® Expert Global Consul-
tants Private Ltd is the book
running lead manager of the
issue.

The initial public offering
of Rs 40.80 crore, comprises
of a fresh issue of Rs 28.56
crore (42 lakh equity shares)

164cm (65) screen sizes. It
encompasses of X1 Picture
Processor. The powerful X1
processor uses advanced
algorithms to cut noise and
boost detail. With an even
clearer 4K signal, every-
thing you watch is closer to
4K resolution, full of life-
like color powered by Live
Color technology. The new
BRAVIA 2, 4K televisions

40.8 crin

and offer for sale of Rs 12.24
crore (18 lakh shares) of face
value Rs 10 each. Company
hasfinalized price band of Rs
65-68 per equity share for the
publicissue. Out of the fresh
issue of Rs 28.56 crore, com-
pany plans to utilize Rs 1750
croretowards part finance the
working capital requirements
and Rs 6 crore towards gen-
eral corporate purpose. Mini-
mum lot size for the applica-
tion is 2000 shares which
translates in to investment of
Rs 1.30-1.36lakh per applica-
tion.

Grey Market premium on
company’s share is trading
around Rs 23 per share indi-
cating a listing gain of over
33% as per https://www.in-
vestorgain.com/ .

Retail investor quota for the
1PO is kept at not less than
35% of the offer while quote
for QIB Investor is kept at
maximum of 50% of the net
offer and HNI quota at not
less than 15% of the offer.
Promoter holding pre issue
stands at 9544% which post
issue will come to 60.35%.

let you see glorious 4K pic-
tures, rich with real world
detail and texture. Images
filmed in 2K and even Full
HD are upscaled close to 4K
resolution by 4K X-Reality™
PROusing aunique4Kdata-
base. You can enjoy smooth
and sharp details even in
fast-moving sequences with
Motionflow™ XR. This in-
novative technology creates

and inserts extra frames
between the original ones. It
compares key visual factors
on successive frames, then
calculates the split second
of missing action in the se-
quences. Some models also
include black.

BRAVIA 2 series comes
with open baffle down fir-
ing twin speakers that deliv-
ers 20-Watt powerful sound

with Dolby audio. The open
baffle speakers deliver im-
pressive low-end sound
that's ideal for movies, sport
and music. Now experience
sound which is clearer and
more natural and immerse
yourself in enriching music.
Clear Phase precisely analy-
ses the speaker’s frequency
response, identifying and
removing any peaks or dips

for pure, natural audio with
smooth, even reproduction
of all frequencies.

‘Withnew BRAVIA 2 series,
download 10,000 +apps, see
700,000+ movies and TV
episodes, plus live TV, all in
one place. Google TV brings
everyone’s favourite content
from across apps and sub-
scriptions and organizes
them.

Distinctive features of Shriram Finance’s fixed deposit schemes

TBG NETWPORK
MUMBA

hriram Finance, a lead-
ing financial services

company in India, offers a
diverse range of fixed deposit
(FD) schemes catering to the
varied needs and goals of in-
vestors. These schemes come
‘with unique features that en-
sure secure and rewarding
investment experiences.

Ensuring Flexibility to Meet
Diverse Needs

@ Investment Tenures:
Shriram Finance FDs offer
tenures ranging from 12 to
60 months, allowing inves-
tors to choose a period that
aligns with their financial
goal. Shorter tenures cater to
immediate financial needs,
while longer tenures help
accumulate wealth for long-
termgoals.

® Deposit Amounts:
The minimum investment
amount is Rs. 5000. This
makes Shriram FD an ideal
choice for a wide range of
investors. Higher deposit
amounts can help earn higher
returns.

@ Interest Payment Op-
tions: Investors can choose

Unique Features of Shriran
Fixed Deposit Schemes

|

to receive interest payouts
regularly (monthly, quarterly;
half-yearly, yearly or at ma-
turity) or opt for cumulative
fixed deposit plans to benefit
from the compounding inter-
est. Renewing an FD can also
provide an additionalinterest
benefit of 0.25%*p.a.

Competitive Interest Rates
for Maximum Returns

® Attractive Interest Rates:
Shriram Finance offers fixed
deposit interest rates that are
competitive with the market,
ensuring investors earn opti-
mal returns on their invest-
‘ments. Rates vary based on
tenure and investor category
(senior citizens typically re-
ceive higher rates).

® Special Rates for Se-
nior Citizens and Women
depositors: Recognising the

financial needs of senior citi-
zens, Shriram Finance offers
additional 0.50%*p.a. and
0.10%*p.a. for women pro-
viding them with enhanced
returns.

@ Interest Rate Laddering:
Select schemes offer interest
rate ladders, where interest
rates increase with longer
tenures, rewarding investors
forcommitting their funds for
extended periods.

Commitment to Safety and
Security:

@ Safety Rating: Shriram
Finance FD is rated “(ICRA)
AA+ (Stable)” by ICRA and
“IND AA+/Stable” by India
Ratings and Research, sig-
nifying its financial stability
and creditworthiness, assur-
ing investors of the safety of
their deposits.

Shriram Finance's FD
schemes caterto a wide range
of investor profiles, with op-
tions for:

® Risk-averse Investors:
FDs arelow-risk investments
as they provide assured re-
turns and principal protec-
tion.

® Income Seekers: Regu-
lar income options through

monthly, quarterly, half-year-
Iy and yearly interest payouts.

@ Wealth Appreciation:
Long-term FDs with com-
pounding interest help in
capital accumulation.

® Goal-Oriented Investors:
FDs are ideal for specific goals
such as retirement planning
orachild’s education.

Shriram Finance’s Fixed
Deposit schemes provide a
secureand rewarding avenue
for investors seeking to grow
their wealth. With flexible
options, competitive interest
rates, and additional benefits,
these schemes cater todiverse
investment needs and offer a
compelling choice for indi-
viduals seeking financial sta-
bility and growth.

For more information on
fixed deposits and other in-
vestment solutions offered
by Shriram Finance, please
visit www.shriramfinance.in
or contact 18001034959 for
assistance. Shriram Finance
Limited is a leading diversi-
fied financial services com-
pany in India, offering a wide
range of financial products
and services across consum-
er, wholesale, and business
finance segments.

Motorola edgeS0 ultra disrupts Indian market with AI-Powered features

TBG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

otorola, a global
Mle.\der in mohile
technology and in-

novation today launched its
most advanced phone in the
edge franchise, the Motorola
edge50 Ultra. As the latest
addition to the edgeSOseries,
the Motorola edgeS0 Ultrais
a smartphone full of intelli-
gence and art that makes it
truly unique in its segment.
This effortlessly intelligent
flagship smartphone fea-
tures Moto Ai, containing
numerous functionssuchas
style sync with Al generative
theming, magic canvas with
text to prompt image gen-
eration, and several other
cutting-edge innovations.
Apart from this, the smart-
phone comes with Motoro-
la’s most impressive camera
system ever, boasting an AT
powered Pantone™ validat-
ed camera. Additionally, the
Motorola edge50 Ultra also

comes with the revolution-
ary Smart Connect feature
which allows effortless con-
nectivity between devices
and flaunts a nearly border-
less 6.7” curved, pOLED
display, with a beautifully
crafted harmonious design
and segment’s only Tur-
boPower™ 50W wireless
charging along with 125W
TurboPower charging. The
smartphone comes with
IP68 underwater protection
along with Gorilla Glass Vic-
tus display protection and
boasts 12GB RAM + 512GB
Storage fora faster and more
efficient performance.
TheMotorolaedgeS0 Ultra
powered by Moto Al creates
consumer delight with the
ATMagic Canvas feature that
allows users to generate im-
ages via textinputs, bringing
the user’s imagination to life
and making it effortless to
create any artfor your work,
‘WhatsApp shares, memes,
content creation and more.
Besides incredible GenAl

features, moto ai has heen
‘wellintegrated into the cam-
era system. The Motorola
edgeS0 Ultra featuresa pro-
gradecamerasystem thatef-
fortlessly captures stunning
photos and videos with the
mostadvanced camera tech-
nology powered by Moto Ai,
making it the brand’s most
impressive camera system
ever. The Al features in-
cluded in the camera are, AT

Action Shot which quickly
takes blur-free photos even
if the subject is in motion,
Al Adaptive Stabilization
which uses AI to recognize
movement while filming,
and dynamically adjusts
the stabilization level for
the best results while Intel-
ligent Auto Focus Tracking
automatically focuses on
the primary subject without
manually selecting it. Ad-

ditionally, the AT Photo En-
hancement Engineimproves
the dynamicrange, boosting
the ratio between the bright-
est and darkest parts of an
image while delivering finer
image details, which is es-
sential when zooming. Other
Al features include Smart
Color Segmentation which
analyzes photos to deliver
enhanced, individualized
tuning for specific segments,

Advanced Long Exposure,
and Video Horizon Lock.
The Motorola edge50 Ul-
tra boasts a Pantone Vali-
dated True color SOMP main
camera featuring a main
1/1.3” sensor with a massive
2.4mm pixel size which ab-
sorhs 20% more light than
the previous generation for
sharp and bright photos in
every situation. Its Laser
Autofocus gauges the dis-
tance of the subject and fo-
cuses swiftly, so users never
miss a thing, moreover with
its omni-directional PDAF,
users get 32x more focus-
ing pixels for faster, more
accurate performance in
any light. Coupled with OIS
which eliminates unwanted
shakes, so the photos are
crystal clear. Thesecond rear
camera is a50MP Ultrawide
+Macro Vision camera with
21220 ultra-wide-angle lens
to capture more in just one
click. The ultra-wide sensor
boosts brightness and sharp-
ness in low light as well by

combining multiple pixels
into one large pixel and built
in macro vision brings the
users 4x closer than a stan-
dard lens. The third camera
in the rear camera system is
theworld's Ist 64MP 3x tele-
photo optical zoom lens with
OIS and 100x advanced hy-
brid zoom. The 3x telephoto
lens equates to a 72mm
equivalent focal length, so
more of the subject can fill
the frame as compared to
the main lens. On the front,
the Motorola edgeSO Ultra
sports a SOMP selfie cam,
one of the highest-resolution
front cameras. Users can
now enjoy 4x better low-
light sensitivity with Quad
Pixel technology, which
combines every four pixels
into oneand get great results
in dark environments with
an aperture of £/19 which is
wider than most selfie cams.

The camera system comes
with numerous modes and
settings, such as Tilt-Shift
mode which captures im-

ages with multiple points of
focus for any angle bokeh ef-
fect. This Pro-grade camera
is capable of four portrait
modes to capture profes-
sional-looking portraits with
different intensity levels, by
adjusting the focal lengths
between full view (25mm),
wide (35mm), standard
(S0mm), or close-up(85mm)
and for the first time, access
to Adobe Doc Scan right
from the camera. All this
along with the integration
of Google Al Features like
AT Magic Eraser, Photo Un-
blur and Magic Editor into
this Pantone™ validated
camera. Remove unwanted
distractions with AT Magic
Eraser, Improve out-of-focus
or blurry photos, both new
and old with Photo Unblur
feature or use Magic Editor
feature in Google Photos to
reimagine your photos us-
ing generative Al, just tap
or circle the object, hold and
drag to reposition, or pinch
to resize them.
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MILK PRICES SURGE AMID KARACHI'S

ECONOMIC CRISIS AN

D INFLATION

The cost of milk in Karachi surged notably after dairy farmers
and wholesalers in collaboration with commissioner Karachi

TBG NETWORK
KARACHI

akistan is grap-
pling with ongoing
economic challeng-

es as inflation increas-
ingly impacts daily life,
making essential goods
like milk less affordable.
The rising cost of living
is a major concern, wors-
ened by energy shortages
and fluctuating global
commodity prices, which
have collectively raised
prices for basic necessi-
ties.

In Karachi, the coun-
try’'s largest city and
economic hub, voices of
frustration and concern
echo through its bus-
tling streets. M. Akhter,
aresident grappling with
the realities of inflation,
highlights the plight of
daily wage workers and
laborers who bear the
brunt of these price in-
creases. “The soaring
prices of essentials like
milk and Ghee have made
itincreasingly difficult to
sustain our households,”
he laments, urging the
government to prioritize
the welfare of its citizens
amidst these challenging
economic circumstances.

Faizan, echoing similar
sentiments, sheds light on
the underlying reasons
behind the steep rise in
milk prices. He explains
that dairy farm owners
face escalating costs for
essentials such as fod-
der, high rents, and wa-

i3

ter, compelling them to
pass on these expenses to
consumers. “It's a cycle of
hardship,” he observes,
emphasizing the need for
government intervention
to alleviate the burden
on ordinary Pakistanis,
regardless of political af-
filiations.

The struggle against
inflation in Pakistan is
not merely a matter of
economic statistics but
a stark reality faced by
millions each day. Across
the nation, families are
forced to rethink their
budgets as prices contin-
ue to climb unabated, im-
pacting everything from
grocery bills to education
and healthcare expenses.

Local media reports
from Karachi under-
score the severity of the
situation, particularly re-
garding the cost of milk.

Following extensive con-
sultationsinvolving dairy
farmers, wholesalers, and
government officials, an
agreement was reached
to raise the price of milk
by PKR 20 per litre. This
decision, facilitated by
Commissioner Karachi
after hours of delibera-
tion, reflects a necessary
adjustment to offset ris-
ing production costs and
ensure the sustainability
of dairy farming opera-
tions.

The agreed-upon in-
crease sets the new price
of milk at PKR 220 per li-
tre, marking a significant
jump from previous rates.
‘While necessary from an
economic standpoint,
this adjustment places
added strain on already
stretched household bud-
gets, prompting concerns
about affordability and

access to nutritious food
for vulnerable popula-
tions.

In response to these
challenges, civic leaders
and community advo-
cates in Karachi are call-
ing for greater transpar-
ency and accountability
in price-setting mecha-
nisms. They argue that
while adjustments may
be inevitable due to eco-
nomic realities, measures
must be in place to protect
consumers from exploit-
ative practices and ensure
fair pricing that reflects
both production costs
and consumer afford-
ability. Looking ahead.
there is a collective hope
that sustainable solutions
willemerge to address the
root causes of inflation
and stabilize prices across
essential sectors. Govern-
ment policies focused on

Pakistan Govt prioritizes power

P b

over peo

s R

TBG NETWORK
ISLAMABAD

ccording to an edi-
torial in Tuesday’s
Dawn newspaper, Paki-
stan’s financial planning
during its severe economic
crisisclearly indicates that
the federal government is
indifferent to the people’s
plight. The editorial eriti-
cizes the government for
prioritizing an easy tenure
in power over addressing
the country’s pressing is-
sues. Interestingly, not too
long ago, government of-
ficials would passionately
oppose even a slight in-
crease in electricity prices,
sparking nationwide pro-
tests aimed at forcing the
government out of office.
“Oh, how the times have
changed. Days after drop-
ping tax bombs that will
further eviscerate the
struggling masses, the au-
thorities have announced
that not only will they be

taking more money out of
the paychecks of salaried
individuals, they will also
be squeezing whatever is
left through significantly
jacked-upelectricity bills,”
the editorial read.

Citing news reports, it
said that Nepra (National
Electric Power Regula-
tory Authority) has hiked
the uniform national tariff
for the base price of elec-
tricity by almost 20 per
cent to hand over electrie-
ity distribution compa-
nies almost half a trillion
rupees more over the next
fiscal year.

The average base tariff
for a singleunit of electric-
ity, which was Pakistani
Rupees (PKR) 27.78 in the
outgoingyear, willbe PKR
3550 from July 1.

On top of this, various
duties, taxes, and sur-
charges, as well as fuel
and tariff adjustments,
will be levied, forcing
ordinary citizens to pay

ple’s plight

through their noses, not
just for the fuel and op-
eration and maintenance
costs involved in gener-
ating electricity, but also
for capacity charges that
past governments have
promised power genera-
tion companies, as well as
the theft and transmission
losses that distribution
companies have shown a
complete unwillingness
tomitigate for many years.

The average middle-class
bill-paying customer will
be forking out between
PKR 65-72 for each unit
of electricity they use in
a month. Meanwhile, the
federal government will
present this as an “achieve-
ment’ in front of the IMF
to ask for even more loans
to keep a clearly failing
system running for a few
years longer, the editorial
added. However, at the
same time, the govern-
ment has announced a
PKR 10.69 per unit ‘relief”

for the industrial sector
to ‘make it competitive’.
There can probably be no
better example of crony
capitalism. While the av-
erage salaried individual is
finding it difficult to meet
their ends on a shrinking
real wage amidst month
after month of unceasing,
unchecked inflation, it
is the big industries who
get abreak in the form of
cheaper electricity so that
they can pad up their prof-
its while paying little back
to the country in the form
of taxes.

“That the government is
failing the people seems
like an understatement. It
is clearly least bothered by
their plight. Its financial
planning shows that it has
no interest in going after
those who dodge their
dues; it just wants to take
the easy route and enjoy
the ride for however long
it is in power,” the Dawn
editorial stated.

energy security, agricul-
tural sustainability, and
consumer protection
are seen as crucial steps
towards achieving long-
term economic stability
and alleviating the hard-
ships faced by ordinary
Pakistanis.

As the debate on eco-
nomic policies intensifies
and communities grap-
ple with the immediate
impacts of inflation, the
resilience and resource-
fulness of the Pakistani
peopleremain a steadfast
beacon of hope. Through
dialogue, collaboration,
and concerted efforts at
all levels of society, there
is optimism that Pakistan
can navigate these turbu-
lent times and emerge
stronger, with a more eq-
uitable and sustainable
economic future for all
its citizens.

Former Thai PM Thaksin
Shinawatra released on bail
amid charges

TBG NETWORK
BANGKOK

Alc‘mrdi.ng to the Bang-
ok Post, former
Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra has been re-
leased on hail of 500,000
baht. This follows his ar-
raignment on charges of
lese-majeste and computer
crimesrelated to comments
made during a 2015 inter-
view. The Criminal Court
granted bail after Thaksin
reported to public prosecu-
tors on Tuesday morning
and attended his arraign-
ment, as confirmed by the
Office of the Attorney-Gen-
eral’s spokesperson.

Prayut Phetcharakhun,
speaking on behalf of the
OAG, stated that the court
formally accepted the case
at 8:56 am, marking Thak-
sinas an official defendant.
Conditions of his release
include surrendering his
passport and a prohibi-
tion from leaving Thailand
without court permission.
The decision to grant bail
was made under the assur-
ance that Thaksin would
not flee, tamper with evi-
dence, engage in harmful
acts, or obstruct judicial
proceedings, as reported
by Bangkok Post.

Last month, the OAG an-
nounced its intention to
indict Thaksin, who was
under parole at the time.
The indictment, originally
scheduled earlier, was
postponed due to Thak-
sin’s reported contraction
of Covid-19, rescheduled
for June18.

Thaksin, aged 74, faces
accusations stemming from
comments made to the
South Korean newspaper

Chosun Ilho in May 2015,
alleging support for the
2014 coup by privy council-
lors, which led to the oust-
ing of his sister Yingluck
Shinawatra’s government.
The initial complaint was
filed in 2015 by Gen Udo-
mdej Sitabutr; then deputy
defence minister under
Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha’s
military administration.
The Judge Advocate Gen-
eral’s Department, acting
on Gen Udomdej's direc-
tive, pursued legal action
against Thaksin, culmi-
nating in the OAG'’s filing
of charges. The Criminal
Court accepted the case in
2015, issuing anarrest war-
rant as Thaksin remained
overseas untilhis return to
Thailand in August of the
previous year, according to
Bangkok Post.
Authorities allege that
Thaksin’s statements in
the interview violated
Section 112 of the Crimi-
nal Code, known as the
lese-majeste law, in ad-
dition to offenses under

the Computer Crimes
Act. The OAG, following
police recommendations,
opted to press charges en-
compassing both statutes,
according to their spokes-
person.

The charge under the
Computer Crimes Act
pertains to Thaksin’s pur-
ported inputting of data
into a computer system
deemed detrimental to
national security. Denying
any wrongdoing, Thaksin
faces potential pre-trial
detention should bail be
denied subsequent to the
indictment.

Thelese-majeste law car-
ries a maximum prison
sentence of up to 15 years
for each perceived affront
against the monarchy. The
legal proceedings against
Thaksin underscore ongo-
ing sensitivities and legal
rigor concerning expres-
sions related to the Thai
monarchy, a cornerstone
of the nation’s legal and
cultural framework, Bang-
kok Postreported.

Taiwan to receive 1,700 TOW
2B anti-tank missiles from US

TBG NETWORK
TAIPE!

s Taiwan, Taiwan's
Defense Minister Wel-
lington Koo announced on
Monday that the country
will receive all 1,700 TOW
2B anti-tank missiles and
100 launchers purchased
from the United States by
the end of this year, follow-
ing a two-year delay. The
update on the timeline was
provided during a legisla-
tive session in response to
inquiries from Democratic
Progressive Party lawmak-
er Wang Ting-yu about the
delivery schedule.
Originally budgeted at
NTD 11.81 bhillion (USD
364 million) for procure-

ment over fiscal years
2018-2025, Taiwan ini-
tially anticipated deliver-
ies to begin in 2022 but
faced delays. According to
‘Wang, Taiwan has not yet
received any missiles as
per the original schedule
due to failed tests by the
US Army.

Minister Koo acknowl-
edged the delays were
indeed caused by the
weapons’ failure to meet
required US Army stan-
dards initially. However, he
assured that all necessary
tests have now been suc-
cessfully passed, ensuring
delivery before year-end,
as reported by Focus Tai-
warn.

Highlighting the signifi-

cance of the acquisition,
Koo mentioned the TOW
2B anti-tank missiles and
launchers are part of three
major arms packages pur-
chased from the US, all of
which have encountered
significant delays.
Among these pack-
ages are 66 F-16V fighter
jets and AGM-154 air-to-
ground missile systemsre-
nowned for their precision
in strikes against surface
targets. Koo disclosed that
‘Taiwan anticipates receiv-
ing two F-16V prototypes
for further flight tests by
the fourth quarter of this
year, with a recuest to re-
ceive all 66 by the end of
2026.Regarding the AGM-
154s, Koo did not specify

the quantity purchased
or the expected delivery
timeline. Describing the
capabilities ofthe TOW 2B
missiles, an unnamed mili-
tary source explained they
are designed to target the
vulnerable tops of armored
vehicles, enhancing Tai-
wan's defensive capabili-
ties in potential invasion
scenarios.

During a visit to Taiwan
in May, Michael McCaul,
chair of the US House
Foreign Affairs Commit-
tee, cited approximately
USD20 billion worth of
pending arms sales to Tai-
wan, attributing delays
primarily to industry-re-
lated issues, Focus Taiwan
reported.
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PROF. DR. VIVEK SINGH

he first session of the
18th Lok Sabha will
begin from June 24.

With the beginning of the
session, the challenges of
Modi Government 3:0 will
also begin. If the challenges
are handled properly, chal-
lenges can be converted into
opportunities. This time the
opposition is in a strong po-
sition. The opposition was
limited to 91seatsin the 2019
Lok Sabha elections, thistime
in the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the oppositioni.e. INDI
Alliance is in a strong posi-
tion with 234 seats. The first
challenge before the NDA
is regarding the selection &
election of the Speaker and
Deputy Speaker. In the past,
the post of Speaker has been
given to the largest party of
the ruling coalition. In this
regard, it is almost certain
that BJP will get this post.
However, there have been
exceptions to this tradition.
Due to the compulsions of
the coalition government,
the post of Speaker has also
been with other allies of the
alliance. This time, the two
biggest allies of the NDA,
JDU and TDP, have not indi-
cated any such conditionand
are also not in a position to
indicate any such condition.
Outof293 seats of NDA, 240
seats belong to BJP, henceitis
expected that BJP will easily
get the post of Speaker. There
is a problem regarding the
post of Deputy Speaker. It is
more likely that the post of
Deputy Speaker canbe given
to NDA. Modi3:0facesmany
challenges, out of which some
importantchallenges, can be
turned intoopportunities are
as follows-

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT FOR
DEVELOPED INDIA

It is very challenging to
manage the expenditure of

lakhs of crores of rupees in
economic development, wel-
fareschemes and subsidies si-
multaneously. The question
is of priority. For inclusive
and holistic development,
the government will have to
bevery sensitive towardsthe
poor, at the same time it will
have the responsibility to ac-
celerate the pace of economic
development. A glimpse of
this will be reflected in the
full budget of the coming July
month. The governmenthas
expressed itscommitment to
see India as adeveloped coun-
try in the coming 23 years,
till 2047, which seems to be
coming true. Despite the chal-
lenges, if the country contin-
ues to move forward on the
path of progress in this way,
Indiacanjoin group of devel-
oped countries before 2047,
For the last three years, the
GDP growth rate has been
between 7 to 8.5 percent,
which is arecord initself. In
the financial year 202324,
the GDP growth rate was 8.2
percent. The Government of
India hasa target of $2trillion
exportsby the year 2030. Ina
few years, Indiawillbecome
the third largest economy in
the world, leaving behind
Japan and Germany. It is es-
timated that India can have
an economy of $5 trillion by
theyear 2026 and $10 trillion
by 2030.

UNIFORM CIVIL CODE
Uniform Civil Code has been
on the BJP’s agenda since
1950. In thisLok Sabha elec-
tion too, Uniform Civil Code
‘was one of the major resolu-
tions of the BJP’s manifesto.
Governments of many states
have started to work on it.
This resolution can be ful-
filled only when there is har-
‘monyvariusfractionsof NDA
as well as mutual consensus
among the opposition par-
ties. The role of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, Home
Minister Amit Shah, Defense
Minister Rajnath Singh and
Parliamentary Affairs Minis-
terKiren Rijiju will beimpor-
tantin thisregard. It may take
months tobuild a consensus.
If the Uniform Civil Code is
implemented in the country,
itwillbe a greatachievement
forthe government, BJPand
NDA.

ONE NATION,
ONE ELECTION

OPINION
DR RITU KAMRA KUMAR

Questioning the reality of
sexes has been as old as hu-
man civilization. Women!
women’s issues, women
and sexual inequality
stumbling through exis-
tence, pushed in various
directions women battle
life and challenge deep
rooted preconceived no-
tions about the path their
lives should take. The road
is often rocky but women
have been treading on,
carving their paths in the
mountain of life. The ques-
tion of gender sensitiza-

tion is a socially vibrant
issue because the plight of
‘women has been frustrat-
ing throughout human
history, throughout differ-
ent periods of chequered
history women have been
hamstrung by their servile
and secondary position in
family. The human values
in all historical periods of
civilization remained male
dominated and women al-
‘ways marginalized.
History of women'’s sub-
jugation to man can well
be attributed to the book
of genesis of bible which
holds women born out
of surplus bone of Adam
and linguistic bias is seen
where ‘Man’ ‘Male’ and
‘he’ are regarded as inde-
pendentwords and by add-
ing prefixes, ‘w’, fe’and s’
‘we getwoman, female and
she. Gradually the socially
constructed myths have
been shattered and the
modern age has brought

Under One Nation One Elec-
tion, elections to the Lok
Sabha and all the Legislative
Assemblies are held simul-
taneously. This tradition
continued in the country till
1951-52, 1957, 1962, and 1967.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has been in favor of
One Nation One Election for
years. He had also raised this
issue while being the Chief
Minister of Gujarat. The
concept of One Nation One
Election was also quoted in
the BJP’s manifesto for the
2024 Loksabha elections.
Home Minister Amit Shah
had repeatedly reiterated
the resolution of One Na-
tion One Election in election
speeches and made it clear
that the government would
work on One Nation One
Election if the BJP govern-
ment is formed. One Nation
One Flection can be ensured
only through constitutional
amendment, for which con-
sensus among all parties is
necessary. There are many
benefits of One Nation One
Election. According to an
estimate, about Rs 10 lakh
crore is spent from localelec-
tions to Lok Sabha elections,
if all the assembly elections
are held along with the Lok
Sabha, about Rs 51akh crore
of the country can be saved.
‘Wastage of election machin-
ery will stop. Economic
development will be pro-
moted. Elections keep hap-
pening somewhere or the
other throughout the year.
Due to the implementation
of the code of conduct, there
is a delay in taking decisions
in the interest of the public,
which has an adverse effect
on the public and develop-
ment of country.

BALANCED,
DEVELOPMENT-
ORIENTED BUDGET
The development of the
country is linked with the
development of 140 crore
people. At this time, an in-
clusive, balanced and devel-
opment-oriented budget is
the imperative of the coun-
try. Increasing the income
of the country is necessary,
at the same time, it is im-
perative to curb expenses.
Nirmala Sitharaman’s work
as Finance Minister in Modi
Government 2.0 was com-
mendable. It is expected
that Nirmala Sitharaman's

the ideas of liberty, equal-
ity, fraternity and freedom
for women.

The constitution of India
has certain provisions that
specifically focus on wom-
en empowerment. Article
14 talks about equality be-
fore law. Article 15 enables
the state to make special
provisions for women.
Many schemes have been
launched by government
such as Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao MUDRA Yojna,
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyaan,
Right to Education Act,
The Mid-Day Meal Scheme
and myriad scholarship
schemes for girl child have
captured public imagina-
tion at some levels. How-
ever, gender gaps when it
comes enrolment into dif-
ferent streams of higher
education still continues
because we haven't been
able to change mind set of
society. Gender balance
isn’t still in sight and sex-
selective abortion con-
tinues to take place and
society is still rife with in-
stances of frequent female
foeticide, infanticide and
neglect.

India has improved its
position marginally in the
Gender Inequality Index
in 2021{0.490} from 2020
{0.493}. The GII measures

work as Finance Minister in
Modi Government 3.0 will
be excellent. The interim
budget for 2024-25 was of
Rs 4766 lakh crore. For the
coming year, the total in-
come wasestimated tobe Rs
31 lakh crore and the total
expenditure was estimated
to be Rs 48 lakh crore, in
which the income from tax
was estimated to be around
Rs 26 lakh crore. The full
budget will come next
month in July, which may be
more than Rs 50 lakh crore.
The budget should meet the
hopes and aspirations of the
poor as well as promote the
pace of economic develop-
ment.

INCREASE IN
FARMERS’ INCOME
Certainly, the income of
farmers hasincreased in the
last 10 years, but the income
growth is not as expected.
Farmers should get the real
price of their crops, for this
itis very important to keep
a check on the middlemen.
The money that should go
the farmers is going the
middlemen. The middle-
men are rich and the farm-
ers are in distress. Kisan
Samman Nidhi is an excel-
lent scheme of the govern-
ment, which is benefiting
the farmers and there has
been a favorable improve-
ment in the living standards
of the farmers. Necessary
amendments should be
made in the farm laws and
must be implemented as
soon as possible so that the
income of the farmers in-
creases as expected.

INFLATION AND
UNEMPLOYMENT
Inflation was a major issue
in the 2024 general elec-
tions, continuously raised
by the opposition. After
studying inflation data of
the last 10 years, except for
a few years, the inflation
rate has mostly remained
under control. Inflation is a
continuous process. Infla-
tion rate of 3 to 5 percent is
beneficial in any economy.
Inflation rate was 4.75 per-
cent in May 2024, which is
completely controlled. The
government will have toen-
sure that there isno disrup-
tion in the supply of essen-
tial commodities and there
is no black marketing of it.

inequality in achievement
between women and men
across three dimensions
- reproductive health,
empowerment and the la-
bour market. Despite the
country lowering gender
inequality over the years,
the achievement is not out-
standing even compared to
immediate neighbours
Yet patriarchy curfew
hasn'tsaved Indian women
from physical and mental
scars. So, to be a woman
in this age is both a privi-
lege and a challenge. Still
society sets boundaries for
women. There is a lack of
awareness and empathy
on part of society on cer-
tain aspects of a woman’s

Unemployment is a major
problem in India. The main
reason for this is the desire
for a government job and
the lack of necessary skills.
After the implementation
of the new education policy,
we will see a significant re-
duction in the unemploy-
ment rate. We should also
not forget that we are the
most populous country in
the world.

GLOBAL TRADE AND
IMPROVEMENT OF
INFRASTRUCTURE
During the last 10 years,
exports have increased as
expected. This year the to-
tal exports are $778 billion,
which is likely to be $900
billion next year. The Gov-
ernment of India has set a
target of $2 trillion exports
by the year 2030, which
looks quite possible. In the
last 10 years, defenseexports.
haveincreased by 2300 per-
cent, which is a record in
itself. The government has
increased the capital expen-
diture on infrastructure by
540 percent in the last 10
years. In the last 10 years,
the Modi government has
spent about 45 lakh erore
rupees on infrastructure, as
a result of which there has
been a lot of improvement
in infrastructure. This im-
provement needs to be taken
forward so thatthe country’s
infrastructure system can
become of world-class.

EDUCATION WITH
CULTURAL VALUES
Despite having thousands
of universities, the biggest
problem in India today is
the employment-oriented
education system with
cultural values. Most In-
dian students are lacking
required knowledge and
skills despite having de-
grees. Education should be
based on the Indian educa-
tion system in which special
attention should be given to
Indian languages, especially
Hindi, regional languages
and Sanskrit as medium
of instruction. Whether it
is engineering or manage-
ment, technology or science,
if their curriculum and me-
dium of instruction is Hindi
instead of English, students
will learn comprehensively.
By including ancient Indian
knowledge in higher educa-

Gender sensitisation for women empowerment

life that is known to all of
us. It is widely believed
that a woman who is ‘too
independent’ is considered
having volatile ambition
while we try to perpetuate
the myth of gender equality
but we all know how true
it is in our patriarchal so-
ciety. The reality is that we
always endeavour to in-
culcate a spirit of sacrifice,
submissiveness and saga-
cious sensitivity on our
girls. According to Nation-
al Family Health Survey
data only 42.3% and 31.7%
females said they own a
house and land alone or
jointly, respectively. While
51.2% of women respon-
dents agreedto have auton-

tion, students will not only
be aware of values and eth-
ies buttheir knowledge and
skills will also increase. At-
tention has been given to
these matters in the NEP
and it's implementation.

ANTI-CONVERSION
LAWS AND CULTURAL
SECURITY

There is nothing like con-
version in Indian tradition
and philosophy. Indian
culture is based on correc-
tion and conversation, not
conversion. In this culture,
emphasis is laid on trans-
formation, not transfer.
There are constant reports
of conversions in the coun-
try, whichisunacceptablein
a democracy. No one can be
forced to convert by luring
or through pressure. This
is a disregard for humanity
and the Constitution. The
central government should
bring a strict anti-conver-
sion law so that the country
and the countrymen can
get cultural and religious
security. Cultural develop-
ment is very important for
the economic and social de-
velopment of any country.
Indian culture is linked to
the Sanskrit language, so
the Government of India
should pay special attention
to the promotion of Sanskrit
language. The influence of
foreign culture is constantly
increasing, having negative
impact on the youth. Cul-
tural and religious security
is possible only with a strict
anti-conversion law.

FOREIGN POLICY

There is a relationship be-
tween foreign policy and in-
ternational trade. Whether
the country’s relations with
other countries will be good
or bad depends on the for-
eign policy. India’s foreign
policy has been very ef-
fective in the last 10 years.
India’s strategic and trade
relations are good with al-
most all the countries of the
world except few countries.
As aresult, foreign trade is
inereasing continuously.
One of the main reasons for
the strengthening of the In-
dian economy is its success-
fulforeign policy.

Prof Dr. Vivek Singh, Profes-
sor- ASMSOC - NMIMS
University, Economist and
Political Analyst

omy in financial matters.
while education and ba-
sic health indicators have
improved , financial and
personal autonomy eludes
most women. Within the
private realm rigid gender
rolesare practised and pro-
moted and woman’s socio
-economic autonomy is
discouraged and seen with
suspicion.

Isn’'t there an urgentneed
to break the mould and
stand up for what a wom-
an wishes to raise her hand
in protest because being a
man is still considered a
‘weebetter in this part of the
world than being a woman
of her own will. The times
are obviously better. Yet it

PERSPECTIVE

FLAIR AND EMOTION

CANDIDATE

PRIYANKA GANDHI

VADRA

Finally it is clear that
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
is all set to join Parlia-
mentary politics for she
will be contesting the
‘Wayanad bypoll that
will be vacated by her
brother. It is a seat that
the Congress will prob-
ably win. The state of
Kerala is one state that
has stood by the party
at a time when most of

India deserted it in favour of the BJP. What would
be interesting however is the role that Priyvanka will
play from now on. Until now she was merely the
backroom persoen who managed constituencies for
her family members. This will be the first election
where she will be canvassing for herself. No doubt
this is a reward for delivering both Amethi and Rae
Bareli, especially the former for she camped in both
constituencies for over two weeks. The win in Am-
ethi was a trophy won for she won back not just the
constituency but also the symbol of her family’s lost

prestige.

She is currently a party general secretary but no
portfolio has been allocated to her. That created its
own speculation, for it was rumoured that Priyanka
was not happy with the role planned for her (by her
family?) and hence remained a general secretary
without a portfolio. She had stayed away from the
launch of the second leg of the Bharat Jodo Yatra in
the North East and this added fuel to the speculation
that she was miffed about something. However, once
the elections were announced, she did not hold back
and emerged as the star campaigner taking on the
PM repartee for repartee. It wasshe whossilenced the
BJP whenit went around claiming that the Congress
was going tosteal the familys’gold ifitcame to power,
specially the mangalsutras. Privanka reminded the
BJP that contrary to its propaganda, far from stealing
mangalsutras, it was her mother who had sacrificed
her ‘mangalsutra’ for the nation. The comment hit
all the right chords. While travelling for the elections
and waiting at various airportlounges, I could hear
echoes of her speeches from the cellphones around
me, as passengers sat in the waiting room scrolling
You Tube videos. In 2019, it was Modi’s voice that
rang out from these same cell-phones.

Congress sources claim that while Priyanka is
the better speaker, certainly she is an emotive ora-
tor, it is Rahul who is the organisational man. So be
it; both the siblings have their strengths. And each
compliments the other. The talk of sibling rivalry is
restricted to the groups that surround each rather
than emanating from the top. At the family level, all
three seem to be in syne, with Rahul taking the lead.
And Priyankais happy to play her part. She certainly
knows how to counter the BJP. both with flair and
emotion. If Rahulisa schooled politician, his sisteris
an instinctive one. It is certainly going to be an excit-
ing Parliament session ahead, with Priyvanka Gandhi

Vadra in the House.

has not reached crescendo
for a lot of women. In an
equal world there is some
unequal music.

Gender sensitization
intends to raise certain is-
sues- shoulda woman need
to follow a straight jack-
eted existence to live with
dignity. Doesn’t a woman
deserve to be at ease with
her sexuality, femininity,
and live fearlessly with free
will and freedom. Isn't it
the responsibility of society
to make sure that gender
justice prevails? Shouldn’t
the light of gender sensi-
tization enter and spread
the fragrance of justice in
the milieu?

‘We need not believe in

PRIYA SAHGAL

fate nor in miraclesbut the
actand gestures, measures
steps taken by policy mak-
er sitting at the apex matter
a lot. The education policy
needs to be more inclu-
sive to ensure girls right to
education. Also, education
policy should target young
men and boys to positively
changes their perspective
towards girls and women.
There is a need for strict
implementation of stat-
utes that emphasise on
women Empowerment
through education. For
security purposes, gender
friendly facilities should
be provided to women. In
order to make women self
-dependent, there is need
to promote skill develop-
ment among women and
platforms like Digital India
should be used by women
for marketing purposes.
Policies and guidelines
should be made in such
a way that it is easy for
women entrepreneurs to
getcredit facilities.

How true are Maya An-
gelou’s words, "“A wise
woman refuses to be any-
one’s victim’' How do the
new age women even let
this happen to her?

Dr Ritu Kamra Kumar, Aca-
demician, Educationist, Writ-
er&Poet
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s Kabir Jayanti ap-
proaches on 22
June this year, it is

an opportune time to re-
member Sant Kabir, a mys-
tie poet who defies classifi-
cation. Hindus and Muslim
both claim him. It is said
that upon his death the two
communities both fought
for custody of his body,
one for burial and the oth-
er for burning, but when
eventually the shroud was
lifted only flowers could be
found. Such is the power
of Kabir’s words, and the
wisdom they radiate that
his verses also find pride of
place in the Guru Granth
Sahib the sacred scripture
of the Sikhs. Evelyn Under-
hill who helped translate
Kabir’s poetry writes how
‘it is impossible to say of
their authorthat heis Brah-
man, or Sufi, Vedantist or
Vaishnavite.” According to
Kabir himself, she writes,
he was ‘at once the child of
Allah and of Ram.”

Many contradictory leg-
ends have surfaced con-
cerning the life of Kabir. It
appears probable that he
was born to Muslim par-
ents, based on the Arabic
origins of his name. De-
spite being born or raised
in a Muslim family he was
deeply influenced by a
Hindu saint named Ra-
mananda. It is said that he
waited for Ramananda to
finish his bath at the Gan-
ges and when by mistake
the learned man's foot fell
on Kabir and he uttered the
words ‘Ram! Ram!” Kabir
seized the opportunity to
at once declare himself

Nanak and Mardana with Kabir

Ramananda’s disciple. He
pays tribute to his guru in
several of his famous cou-
plets. Perhaps the most fa-
‘mous of his couplets on the
importance of the guru is:
The Guru is akin to a potter;
and in bis hands a disciple is
likeelay
The Guru’s actions may ap-
pear barsh from the outside
Vet itis all for the goodness of
the one seeking guidance.
Kabir invoked the Divine
repeatedly in his writings
but the metaphors he used
‘were often very earthy and
even rustic. He did not

Kabir's poems were borrowed from various dialects including
Khadi boli, Braj, Bhojpuri, and Awadbi. They covervarious
aspects of life and callfor a loving devotion for God. Kabir
composed his verses with simple words. Most of bis work was
concernedwith devotion, mysticism, spiritualism and discipline.

fear offending the Hindu
priests or the Muslim mul-
lahs and wrote his poems
fearlessly.

For instance, he wrote

‘The Purana and the Koran
are mere words:

Lifting up the curtain, I have
seen.”

Kabir was also a musi-
cian and a weaver. It is said
that a disciple sought to
make him give up his weav-
ing, considering it to be no
more than a craftsman’s
skill but Kabir would not
leave the practice consider-
ing it to be something that

gave him joy and was part
and parcel of his creative
expression, not something
separate from his spiri-
tual yearnings. It is such
a touching and beautiful
attitude given the times
we live in, in which many
so-called spiritual leaders
love to pontificate and live
in the lap of luxury, butdo
not have their own separate
creative pursuits.

Anyone wishing to read
the great mysticin English
could do no better than to
read ‘One Hundred Poems
of Kabir,” that has his po-

LEGACY

Kabir literature legacy was promoted by two of his disciples,
Bhgeds and Dharamdas. Songs of Kabir were collected by
Kshitimohan Sen from mendicants across India, these were
then translated to English by Rabindranath Tagore. Kabir's
legacy continues to be carried forward by the Kabir panth
(“Path of Kabir"), a religious community that recognises him

as its founder and is one of the Sant Mat sects. This commu-

nity was founded centuries after Kabir died, in various parts.
of India, over the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.

Its members, known as Kabir panthis, are estimated to be
around 9.6 million. They are spread over north and central
India, as well as dispersed with the Indian diaspora across
the world, up from 843,171 in the 1901 census.

There are two temples dedicated to Kabir located in Bena-
res. One of them is maintained by Hindus, while the other by

Muslims. Both the temples practise similar forms of worship

where his songs are sung daily. Other rituals of aarti and

distributing prasad are similar to other Hindu temples. The

followers of Kabir are vegetarians and abstain from alcohol.
TDG Network

BHAKTI MOVEMENT

The philosophy of Kabir and other sants of the Bhakti
movement is the seeking of the Absolute. The notion

of this Absolute is nirguna which, writes Vaudeville, is
same as “the Upanishadic concept of the Brahman-
Atman and the monistic Advaita interpretation of the
Vedantic tradition, which denies any distinction between
the soul [within a human being] and God, and urges
man to recognize within himself his true divine nature”
[49] Vaudeville notes that this philosophy of Kabir and
other Bhakti sants is self-contradictory, because if
God is within, then that would be a call to abolish all
external bhakti. This inconsistency in Kabir's teaching
may have been differentiating “unien with Ged” from the
concept of “merging into God, or Oneness in all beings™
Alternatively, states Vaudeville, the saguna prema-
bhakti tender devotion) may have been prepositioned
as the journey towards self-realization ef the nirguna
Brahman, a universality beyond monotheism. David N
Lorenzen and Adrian Munoz trace these ideas of God
in Kabir's philosophy as nirguna Brahman to those in
Adi Shankara’s theories on Advaita Vedanta school of
Hinduism, albeit with some differences. TDG Network

ems translated by the great
Rabindranath Tagore.

The first poem that ap-
pears in Tagore’s won-
derful collection is on the
subject of the Divine not
being found in temples or
mosques, neither at the

Kaaba nor in Kailash, but
within each one of us. It
reads as follows:

1. am neitber in temple nor in
mosque: I am neither in Kaaba
nor in Kailash:

Neither am I in rites and
ceremonies, nor in Yoga and

renunciation.

If thou are a true seeker, thou
shalt at once see Me: thou shall
meet Me in @ moment of time.

Kabir says, ‘0 Sadbu! God is
the breath of all breath.’

Despite the clear sight-
edness and wisdom in his
writings Kabir infuriated
orthodox elements across
the religious spectrum
when he penned contro-
versial verse such as the
above.

Legend has it that Kabir
was produced before Si-
kander Lodi as a poser
who claimed divine pow-
ers. Something about the
man must have impressed
the ruler for he imposed
the lesser punishment of
banishment from Banaras,
letting him escape with his
life.
All those hundreds of
years ago this mystic railed
against the caste system.

Do not ask the Sadbu’s caste,
O Friend

Ask him what he knows!

Value the sword; and

Set aside the scabbard.

Kabir is at once ancient
and at the same time ex-
tremely contemporary. No
modern-day poet, motiva-
tion speaker or manage-
ment expert could have
spoken on the value of time
as profoundly as he did.

In one of his most popular
dohas he writes as follows

What you bave to do tomor-
row; do today instead.

What you bave to do today;
do it right away.

Within a second all can be
destroyed

What will you do then?

We live in an age with
short attention spans,
where tweets are limited by
the number of characters

they use. This may pose a
problem for spiritual gu-
rus given to issuing long
sermons, but Kabir was a
master of communicating
in short rhyming couplets
also known as dohas. This
begs a further question.
Had Kabir been alive today,
would he have published
his dohas as tweets or on
Insta as Rupi Kaur the
Indo-Canadian poet did,
and would they have simi-
larly gone viral? Accord-
ing to marketing experts
those aspiring to be social
influencers should tweet
or make Instagram posts
at least once a day, but for
Kabir’s dohas a discerning
audience would have wait-
ed for as long as was need-
ed, weeks, months even,
for it would be a special
kind of nectar that a reader
would eventually get to sa-
vour. Such profound verse
would havealso immeasur-
ably raised the standard of
what is these days referred
to humorously as What-
sApp University.

‘We need a Kabir for our
times that will fearlessly
speak out against fanati-
cism and bigotry. On hu-
man negativity, of which
there is so much around
these days, as translated by
Tagore, the poet wrote

Empty the Cup! O be drunk-
en

Drink the divine nectar of
His Name

Kabir says, 'Listen to me,
dearSadhu!’

‘From the soul of the foot
to the crown of the bead, this
mind is filled with poison.”

(Rajesh Talwar, the author of
40 books spanning multiple
genres, bas served the United
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KARNATAKA HIGH COURT: CONSENSUAL RELATIONSHIP Calcutta High Court Directed Bengal
S NO LICENCE TO ASSAULT AWOMAN

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

he Karnataka High
Court in the case ABC
AND State of Karna-

taka & Anr. observed and has
refused to quash charges of
assault levelled by a woman
againsta man with whom she
was in a consensual relation-
ship for years.

The single judge bench of
Justice MNagaprasanna in the
case observed and has stated
that, ‘Any amount of consen-
sus or a consensual relation-
ship between the accused and
the complainant will not be-
come a licence to the accused
toassaultawoman.’

The court in the case ob-
served and has partly allowed
the petition filed by the ac-
cused. The court alsoquashed
the charges of rape on the pre-
text of marriage and cheating
levelled against the accused.

In the present case, the com-
plainant and the accused were

5 i 1
in a consensual relationship
for more than 5 years.

It has been alleged by the
complainant that petitioner
is indulged in sexual activi-
ties with her on false promise
of marriageand therefore, he
has committed offences pun-
ishable as stated under sec-
tion 376, section 417, section
504 and section 506 of the
Indian Penal code, IPC. It has
also been alleged by her that
petitioner beat her leading to
injuries depicted in the wound
certificate.

The petitioner in the plea ar-
gued that complainant is ha-

bitual in registering repeated
crimes on different men and
thus the impugned proceed-
ings needs to be quashed.
Thebench ohserved that the
narration in the complaint is
the relationship was and all
acts during the said period
were consensual. The bench
also took note of the fact that
during the same time, peti-
tioner had alleged identical
offences against another ac-
cused. The bench stated that
if the allegation in the com-
plaint made against Kamalesh
Choudhary is juxtaposed to
the subject complaint, it be-

KARNATAKA HIGH COURT: VICTIM
OF PROSECUTED UNDER SECTION 5
IMMORAL TRAFFIC PREVENTION ACT

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Karnataka High Court
inthe case Mrs X and State
of Karnataka & Anr ob-
served and has held thata
woman who is a victim of
prostitution cannot be pun-
ished for offences punish-
able asstated under Section
5 of the Immoral Traffic
Prevention Act.

The single judge bench of
Justice M Nagaprasannain
the case observed and has
allowed the petition filed
by a woman who had been
charged under the provi-
sion and said, the provi-
sions, the purpose or the
object of the Act is not to
abolish prostitution or the
prostitute and there being
no such provision under
the law, which penalises
a victim who indulges in
prostitution. What is pun-
ishable is sexual exploita-
tion for commercial pur-
posesand to earn ormakea
living upon it against such
person/s.

As per the prosecution

case, the Police received
information that some
girls are being illegally
transported from Udupi to
Goa for the purpose of put-
ting themin the business of
prostitution.

Therefore, the vehicle
was intercepted and ac-
cused No.l along with ac-
cused No.9 were found
taking the petitioner or ac-
cused No.8 and others for
engaging them in the busi-
ness of prostitution.

The petitioner in the
plea argued that she is the
victim and therefore she
should not be permitted to
be prosecuted.

The prosecution opposed
the petition filed wherein
it is stated that the case is
now 10 years old and she
should come out clean in
a trial.

The bench referred to
Section 5 of the Act which
pertains to procuring, in-
ducing, or taking person
for the sake of prostitution.
It said, thus, nowhere the
section 5 of the Act would
indicate that a woman who

is a victim of prostitution
should be punished for of-
fences punishable under
Section 5 of the Act.

It has clearly been stated
under section 5 of the Act
that any person who pro-
cures or attempts to pro-
cure a woman or a girl for
the purpose of prostitution
would become liable for
such prosecution.

The court also referred
to the Bombay High Curt
judgement in the case Kajal
Mukesh Singh v. The State
Of Maharashtra, wherein
the court held that in the
light of the admitted fact
that the petitioner or ac-
cused No.8 isa victim and
notwithstanding the fact
that she is a victim of pros-
titution, if further trial is
permitted to continue it
‘would become an abuse of
the process of law and re-
sult in patent injustice.

The counsel, Advocate
Kumara appeared for the
Petitioner.

The counsel, Additional
SPP B.N Jagadeesh repre-
sented for R1.

comesunmistakably clearthat
it is verbatim similar and the
manner of narration is identi-
cal. Thus, another factor that
would hecome clear is that
the complainant was sailing
in two hoats at the same time.
The offence alleged is the one
punishable as stated under
Section 376 of the Indian Penal
Code, IPC,on such consensual
acts on the specious petition
that it was on promise of mar-
riage and later, the promise of
marriage has been breached,
are all on the face of it false.
Adding toit, the court stated
that section 417 of the Indian
Penal code, IPC is also loosely
laid as itis an offshoot of the
allegation that it is on false
promise of marriage or the
sexual relationship on ac-
count of promise of marriage
and its later breach. Such acts
would not amount to cheat-
ing as obtaining under Sec-
tion 417 of the IPC, is by now
a well settled principle of law.
Therefore, laying of the said

offence against the petitioner
isalso unsustainable.

The court held that in re-
gards to the offences pertain-
ing to Section 323 (Voluntarily
Causing Hurt) and Section
504 (Intentional insult) of the
IPC, the court said the com-
plainant’s version is backed
by a wound certificate which
indicate that there have been
multiple bruises on her body.

Further, the court held that
the bruises are on account of
assault by the accused, the
petitioner. While the offence
as stated under Section 376 of
the IPC or section 417 of the
IPC cannot be made out, the
offence under Sections 323
and 504 of the IPC are prima
facie met.

Accordingly, the court al-
lowed the petition in partThe
counsel, Advocate Venkatesh
P Dalwai for

The counsel, HCGP Thejesh
PforRL

The counsel, Advocate Balu
PforR2.

Govt To Ensure 1% Reservation For
Transgender Persons I

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

N All Public Employment
The Calcutta High Court
in the case Mrinal Barik
-Versus- The State of West
Bengal & Ors observed and
has directed the West Ben-
gal government to ensure
1% reservation for all trans-
gender persons in publicem-
ployment in the State, in ac-
cordance with the Supreme
Court’s NALSA guidelines.
The single bench of Justice
Rajasekhar Mantha in the
case observed and has held
that in terms of paragraph
135 (3) in the National Legal
Service Authority Vs. Union
of India & Ors, the reserva-
tion has not yet been made
in the State for transgender
persons. The court in such
circumstances directed the
Chief Secretary of the Gov-
ernment of West Bengal to
ensure 1% reservation for
the category of persons men-

/

tioned in the NALSA case in
all publicemploymentin the
State.

In the present case, the
court was hearing the peti-
tion filed by a transgender
person who passed the
Teachers’ Eligibility Test,
TET in 2014 and in 2022 but
was not called for the coun-
selling process or interview.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Mantha referred to the
Supreme Court's judgement
in the case NALSA v Union
of India, which carved out
reservations for transgen-

der persons to protect their
rights under Part III of the
Constitution.

The court observed that in
the NALSA judgement, the
court had directed the state
and union governments to
treat transgender persons
as ‘socially and education-
ally backward’ and extend
all kinds of benefits to them
including reservations in
public employment.

Further, the court noted
that while the State had
devised its own policy for
reservations for transgen-
der persons, it had notbeen
made inaccordance with the
orderof the Supreme Court.

The court directed for 1%
reservations to be main-
tained for transgender
persons in all public em-
ployment in the state and
directed the Secretary of the
‘West Bengal Board of Prima-
ry Education to arrange for
an interview and counselling
of the petitioner.

Meghalaya High Court Treat Teacher’s Resignation
As Voluntary Retirement, Entitling Her To
Pensionary Benefits, After 33 Yrs Of Service

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Meghalaya High Court
in the case Smti. Uttora G.
Sangma vs. The State of
Meghalaya & ors. observed
and has considered the
resignation tendered by a
teacher as voluntary retire-
ment wherein enabling the
teacher to benefit from pen-
sionand other entitlements,
which is based on the cir-
cumstances of her resigna-
tion from the service.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice H.S. Thangkhiew in the
case observed wherein it is
stated that the claim of the
petitioner that she cannot
be deprived of her pension-
ary and other terminal ben-
efits after having served for
33 years.

In the present case, the
petitioner was appointed
as an Assistant Teacher in
1989 and through an order
dated September 01,1998,
the Inspector of Schools
had regularised herservices
with effect from October 29,

1996.

The petitioner in the plea
sought voluntary retire-
ment from service in 2022
under Meghalaya Civil
Services, Pension Rules
1983, it was rejected by the
respondents which being
onground voluntary retire-
ment scheme, VRS would
only be applicable post-
regularisation and that her
regularisation through the
order dated September 01,
1998 was invalid as it was
done by an incompetent
authority.

Therefore, the petitioner
resigned from her services
on February 01, 2023 con-

Relief For Forging Pattas: Nature And
Gravity Of Offence Taken Into Account
While Considering Anticipatory Bail

TDG NETWORK

NEW DELHI

Rajasthan High Court
Denies

TheRajasthan High Court in
the case Dilip Sharma v State
of Rajasthan observed and
has denied anticipatory bail
to the person charged under
five different FIRs for forging
‘pattas’ that were never actu-
ally being issued by the Ajmer
Development Authority and
taking lakhs of rupees from
complainants for distributing
these fabricated pattas and
documents.

The bench headed by Justice
Anoop Kumar Dhand in the
case was hearing an applica-
tion filed for grant of anticipa-
tory bail.

The bench chserved that the
personal liberty of the accused
asa relevant factor and at the
same time it being the duty of
the Court to take into account
the nature of the offences in-
volved and the charges levelled
against the personsalleged.

The counsel appearing for
the applicant argued before

the court that for the grant of
anticipatory bail which being
on the ground that during his
period of incarceration entire
investigation was done by the
police.

The counsel appearing be-
fore the court also stated that
filing of repeated FIRs for
same allegations amounted to
abuse of the process of law.

On the other hand, the ap-
plication filed was countered
by the counsel for the com-
plainant who contended that
it had been concluded in the
chargesheet that after fabri-
cating the documents, thus,
the applicant also destroyed
theevidences as wellasthreat-
ened the material witnessesas

well as complainants.

It has also been pointed out
by the counsel appearing that
during investigation, state-
ments of two witnesses indi-
cated applicant’s involvement
in the crime.

Furthermore, the court in
the case stated that the refer-
encewasalso madeto thefifth
First Information Report, FIR
that was launched recently
against the petitioner for same
nature of allegations.

It has also been argued by
the counsel that looking at the
gravity of the matter, the ap-
plicant should not be granted
bail

The court referred to the
case Prasanta Kumar Sarkar

v Ashis Chatterjee & Anr.,
wherein the court laid down
certain factors to be kept in
mind while considering ap-
plications foranticipatory bail.
Some of the factors included,
whether there was any prima
facie or reasonable ground to
helieve that the accused had
committed the offence; nature
and gravity of the accusation;
severity of punishment for the
alleged offence.

The court also referred to
the case Nimmagadda Prasad
v CBI, wherein the court held
that the Court should keep in
mind the nature of evidence
andaccusation while deciding
an application foranticipatory
hail. The court also observed
that many Supreme Court
cases have settled that while
deciding an anticipatory bail,
the court should not make a
detailed analysis of evidence
but focus on some reasonable
grounds that would reveal if
the accused had committed
the offence or would reflect
the seriousness of the offence.

The court stated that the ob-

servations made in the case
Nimmagadda Prasad v CBI,
wherein the court has kept in
mind that for the purpose of
granting bail, the Legislature
has used the words ‘reason-
ahle grounds for believing’in-
stead of ‘the evidence' which
means the Court was dealing
with the grant of bail can only
satisfy itas to whether there is
a genuine case against theac-
cused and thatthe prosecution
will be able to produce prima
facie evidence in support of
the charge. At this stage, itis
not expected to have the evi-
dence establishing the guilt of
the accused beyond reason-
able doubt.

Further, the court held that
the allegations raised of forg-
ing pattas and distributing
these for lakhs of rupees, made
in five different FIRS, were se-
rious allegations that required
investigation by the investigat-
ing agency.

The court while considering
the facts and circumstances of
the case observed and has re-
jected the bail application.

test elections.

However, on April 25,
2023, the respondents reg-
ularised the service of the
petitioner with effect from
September 01, 1998.

The petitioner in the plea
argued that in view of these
circumstances, her resig-
nation should be treated
as voluntary retirement
wherein she is entitled
to pensionary benefits,
‘whereas, the respondents
maintained that petitioner
hasrelinquished her entitle-
‘ments through her resigna-
tion.

The High Court in the case
stated that petitioner was
under thebona fide impres-
sion that her services were
regularised by the order
dated September 01, 1998
and that she was she in the
case was eligible for volun-
tary retirement under the
Meghalaya Civil Services
(Pension), Rules1998.

Further, the court noted
that the resignation from
service would normally
result in forfeiture of past

service

The court in the case re-
marked that had the peti-
tioner continued in service
after the rejection of her
VRS application, she would
have been entitled to all the
benefits as her service was
regularised by the order
dated April 25, 2023.

The court observed that
the petitioner's regularisa-
tion stood at the mercy of
the respondents despite
long years of service. Thus,
it has been expressed that
‘the writ petitioner in thein-
stant case was faced witha
situation, wherein her VRS
application stood rejected,
her regularization at the
mercy of the respondents
inspite of her long years of
service, and with the im-
pending elections, which
she was keen to contest in,
in jeopardy, culminated in
her tendering her resigna-
tion. The High Court also re-
ferred to the case Shashikala
Devi vs. Central Bank of In-
dia & Ors., wherein the Su-
preme Court held thatin case

of claim of relinquishment
of retiral and other benefits,
there should be compelling
circumstance to suggest that
an employee consciously
gave up the benefits despite
long years of service.

The High Court held that
the resignation of the peti-
tioner’s should be considered
as voluntary retirement by
the respondents.

Further, the High Court
held that the petitionerin the
caseis entitled to pensionary
and other benefits as per the
Meghalaya Civil Services
(Pension) Rules 1983.

The court while consider-
ing the facts and circum-
stances of the case observed
and has stated that where
the petitioner cannot be
said to be totally at fault, the
resignation of the petitioner
shall be considered by the
respondents to be in effect
and in continuation of the
application for voluntary re-
tirement, and the petitioner
consequently be afforded
all the retiral benefits, as en-
titled and permissible.

MADRAS HIGH COURT ISSUED WARRANT AGAINST
PRODUCER OF ARVIND SWAMI STARRER ‘BHASKAR
ORU RASCAL OVER UNPAID DUES

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Madras High Court in
the case Arvind Swamiv K
Murugan Kumar observed
and hasissued an arrest war-
rant against K Murugan Ku-
mar, proprietor of Harshini
Movies and producer of Ar-
vind Swami starrer Tamil
movie ‘Bhaskar oru Rascal’
in a case of non-payment of
dues to the actor.

The bench of Justice P
Velmurugan in the case ob-
served and has noted that
the producer had not dis-
closed his assets despite a
court order to do soin 2020.
Though the counsel appear-
ing for Murugan's informed
the court that he had dis-
closed his assets, the court
issued anarrest warrantand
adjourned the case to July 8.

In the present case, Arvind
Swami had approached the
court in 2019 after Murugan
failed to pay the remunera-
tion dues and repay a loan
taken from Arvind Swami.
He also informed the court
that as per an agreement
between the two, Murugan
‘was to pay Rs 3 Crore to Ar-
vind for acting in the movie

. T,
asthelead. Of this, Murugan
had paid and amount of Rs.
2,70,00,000 and was liable
to pay the balance of Rs.
30,00,000 along with other
charges as applicable. Addi-
tionally, Murugan had also
taken a short term loan of
Rs. 3500000 from Arvind
to help with the release of the
film on time.

It has also been informed
by the actor to the court
that after deducting TDS he
had received a sum of Rs.
243,00,000 and it was the
producer’s duty to remit the
amount deducted as TDS.
Since Murugan had not re-

mitted any amount, Arvind
sent the legal notice. The ac-
tor had alleged that Muru-
gan was making a deliberate
attempt to refuse the legal
notices.

The bench of single judge
in 2019, directed Murugan
to pay Rs. 30,00,000 as
professional charges, Rs.
35,00,000 towards settle-
ment of loan amount, de-
posit Rs. 27,00,000 for TDS
deducted and to pay a sumof
Rs.2,00,000 as compensa-
tory cost.

Following this, Arvind had
also moved an execution pe-
tition.
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BJP CONDEMNS ‘FEUDAL’ MINDSET AFTER CONGRESS
PARTY WORKER WASHES FEET OF PARTY CHIEF

TDG NETWORK
AKOLA

aharashtra Con-
gress president
Nana Patole has

come under criticism after
a video surfaced on social
media showing a party
worker washing his muddy
feet.

Bharatiya Janata Party
has questioned the “cul-
ture” of the Congress over
the incident.

Theincident took place on
Monday when Patole was
on a tour of Akola district
and attended a program in
‘Wadegaon. Following this
he took a ‘darshan’ of the
palanquin of Saint Gajanan
Maharaj.

Patole apparently had
walked through the mud
at Nanasaheb Chincholkar
Vidyalaya, where people
had stopped for a ‘Palkhi
Darshan’. On returning
to his car, a man was seen
washing thedirt away from
the Congress leader’s feet.

A purported video of the
incident soon surfaced on
social media.

Addressing a press con-
ference today, the Maha-
rashtra Congress chief said,
“...I am not hiding yester-
day’s incident. The worker
‘was pouring water (on my
feet). There was no tap -
‘Har ghar mein nal, har
ghar mein jal', otherwise
I would have used water
from the tap...”

BJP Mumbai’s official
handle on X wrote in
Marathi, “What is unfor-
tunate is that the Congress

‘g d

|
is repeatedly insulting the
workers who fight for their
lives. It’s a shame that Ma-
harashtra Congress Presi-
dent Nana Patole made an
activist wash his feet be-
cause his feet were muddy.
Is this the culture of Con-
gress?”

BJP spokesperson She-
hzad Poonawalla termed
the action as Congress’
“Nawabi feudal Shehzada”
mindset and demanded the
party and Patole himself
should apologise. “Con-
gress has a Nawabi Feudal
Shehzada mindset. Maha-

Theincident took place
onMondaywhen
Patolewas on atour
of Akoladistrict and
attended a program

in Wadegaon.
Following this he
tooka darshan’ of the
palanquin of Saint
Gajanan Maharaj.

rashtra Congress President
Nana Patole gets his leg
and feet washed by a party
workerin Akola. They treat
Janta and workers like Gh-
ulam & themselves like
Kings & Queens. Imagine
how they treat people with-
out coming to power! What
will they do if they by mis-
take come to power? Nana
Patole must apologise &
so must Congress,” Poon-
awalla saidon X.

Shiv Sena (UBT) plans HC challenge over
Mumbai North-West election outcome

TDG NETWORK

MUMBA

The dispute surrounding Shiv
Sena’s Ravindra Waikar’s vic-
tory against ShivSena (UBT)’s
Amol Kirtikar in the Mumbai
North-West constituency
continues to escalate, with
the Uddhav Thackeray-led
faction preparing to contest
the resultin the High Court
withina week.

“This defeat raises serious
doubts, and we are taking
this matter to court,” stated
Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Anil
Parab during a press briefing
in Mumbai on Monday. “It
was our victory, which was
unjustly taken away through
misuse of the system.”

Meanwhile, the Shiv Sena
faction led by Shinde denied
any wrongdoing and criti-
cised the Opposition alliance
in Maharashtra, particularly
Shiv Sena (UBT), for unwar-
ranted accusations.

“Rahul Gandhi and Aaditya
Thackeray owe an apology for
spreading false information
about EVMs. Even the news-

Sharad Pawar comments on

/S

paper has retracted its news,”
remarked Shiv Sena leader
Sanjay Nirupam tothe media.
In another press conference
laterthat day, Shiv Senaleader
Deepak Kesarkar addressed
the issue, stating, “Aadityais
young and there is a proper
electoral procedure in place.
Every time an EVM seal is
opened, signatures are taken.
The recounting of postal bal-
lots was the only issue. They
are just creating confusion
‘with baseless allegations.”
Detailing the events of
the counting day, Shiv Sena
(UBT)'s Anil Parab explained
that everything was pro-
gressing smoothly until dis-
crepancies arose during the

announcement after the 19th
round.

“According to the Election
Commission's procedure,
results are announced after
each round by the Returning
Officer (RO),” Parab clarified.
“Our party’s polling agents
were present at the tables
where results were being tab-
ulated before submission to
the RO. However, there was
aharrier between us and the
Assistant Returning Officer
(ARO), making it difficult to
comprehend the process.”

Shiv Sena (UBT) alleged
that the announcement of re-
sults was halted after the 19th
round and resumed only by
the26th round, with a signifi-

Maharashtra’s evolving political scene

TDGNETWORK
PUNE

Sharad Pawar, the leader
of the Nationalist Congress.
Party (NCP - SP), spoke
about the changing political
dynamics in Maharashtra
during a recent interaction
with farmers in Nimbut
village, Baramati tehsil. He
highlighted that in the re-
cent Lok Sabha elections,
despite contesting only 10
seats, they secured victories.
in 8, which he interpreted as.
a shift in the state’s political
landscape.

Even with the BJP in pow-
er, Pawar sensed a different
sentiment among the public
during the campaign. He

pointed out that the ruling
party lost 31 seats, while the
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
secured victories in those
constituencies. Pawar em-
phasised the responsibility
of elected representatives to
tackle urgent issues such as
agricultural challenges and

‘water scarcity.
Additionally, Pawar men-
tioned his communication
with Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde,
where he requested a meet-
ing to discuss the drought-
like conditions in several
tehsils of the Pune district.

Woman fatally stabbed by

boyfriend in public

TDG NETWORK
PALGHAR

A tragic incident unfolded
in Palghar district, Maha-
rashtra, where Aarti Yadav,

a 20-year-old woman, was
brutally stabbed to death by
her boyfriend, Rohit Yadav,
in broad daylight on Tues-
day morning.

The assault occurred

around 8:30 am in the
Chinchpada area of Va-
sai and was horrifyingly
recorded on video, which
subsequently circulated on
social media.

cant discrepancy of 650 votes
observed.

“We objected, but our con-
cerns were disregarded. We
were not provided with Form
17C part two after the 19th
round, where a significant
discrepancy was noted,” stat-
ed Parab.

Regarding the allegation of
EVM tampering, RO Vandana
Suryavanshi clarified, “EVMs
cannot be hacked using an
OTP. The police investigation
concerns the unauthorised
use of a mobile phone inside
the counting centre.”

Moving forward, Shiv Sena
(UBT) indicated their inten-
tion to approach the High
Court soon, seeking either a
recount or afresh election.

“We have been seeking
CCTV footage since June 6,
but our requests have been
ignored. We believe there has
been mishandling of phones
during this period,” added
Kirtikar. “We need clarity on
these matters, as there are se-
rious doubts about the integ-
rity of the process.”

Elections

set to stir
Maharashtra
Legislative
Council as
terms end

TDG NETWORK

MUMBAI

The Election Commission of
India has slated the biennial
election for 11 Maharashtra
Legislative Council seats on
July 12, marking a crucial
event in the state’s political
calendar.

With the 6-year term for
11 MLCs ending on July 27,
the ECT has issued a detailed
schedule: the election notifica-
tion on June 25, nominations
by July 2, scrutiny on July 3,
and the withdrawal deadline
set for July 5. This election is
particularly significant, com-
ing ahead of the October as-
sembly polls and following the
recent splits within Shiv Sena
and NCP. Notably, Shiv Sena
led by CM Eknath Shinde and
NCP led by Ajit Pawar will be
contesting amid changing po-
litical dynamics.

Maharashtra Agriculture
Minister backs OBC quota

Maharashtra’s Agriculture Minister Dhananjay Munde

TDG NETWORK
MUMBA]

Ina significant political move,
Maharashtra’s Agriculture
Minister Dhananjay Munde
has affirmed the state's com-
mitment to safeguarding the
quota for Other Backward
Classes (OBCs) amidst ongoing
discussions over Marathares-
ervations. Speaking on behalf
of the government, Munde as-
sured that the concerns raised
by fasting activists would be
given top priority.

Laxman Hake and Navnath
‘Waghmare have been on a
hunger strike in Jalna district
since June 13, seeking written

guarantees that the OBC reser-
vation will remain unaffected.
Their protest followsthe recent
passage of a bill granting 10 per
cent reservation toMarathas in
educational institutions and
government employment.

Munde, accompanied by
BJP leader Pankaja Munde,
met with the activists and
emphasised the need for clear
communication from the gov-
ernment to prevent misun-
derstandings among different
communities. The demand
by activist Manoj Jarange to
classify Kunbis as Marathas,
potentially impacting the OBC
quota, has added complexity to
the issue.

Police team
attacked
preventing
illegal slaughter

TDG NETWORK

PALGHAR

Authorities in Palghar district,
Maharashtra, confirmed that
apolice team was assaulted
while intervening to stop an il-
legal cow slaughter attempton
Monday morning in Dharan-
pada, Jawhar. Acting on a
tip-off, the team encountered
resistance during their opera-
tion. Seven individuals have
been charged with offences
including attempted murder,
assault on a public servant,
and violations of animal cru-
elty laws. Three suspects have
been arrested, while efforts
are underway to apprehend
the others involved. Officials
reported that the assailants
threwstones at the police, and
oneofficer was specifically tar-
geted with a sickle during the
altercation. As aresult of the
operation, six cows and five
calves, intended for slaugh-
ter during Fid-ul-Azha, were
rescued and transferred to a
nearhy cattle shelter.

Delhi court grants bail in Maharashtra
Control of Organised Crime Act case

TDG NETWORK

MUMBAI

A Delhi Court has granted
bail to an alleged member of
an organised crime syndi-
cate, whowasbooked under
the stringent Maharashtra
Control of Organised Crime
Act (MCOCA) and shown
absconder before his arrest,
with his counsel submitting
that the man was regularly
supplying water toa chowki
under Hari Nagar Police
Station during the period he
was reported to have been
absconding.

After considering the facts
and circumstances, Tis
Hazari Court Special Judge
Shivali Sharma granted
bail to Saurav Bhargav, alias
Bhinda. He is alleged to be
a member of Salman Tyagi
gang, which allegedly runs
an organised crime syndi-
cate.

The case pertains to Hari
Nagar Police Station. An
FIR under MCOCA was
lodged on August 13, 2019,
against Salman Tyagi and

OBC quota dispute: Activists
continue hunger strike

TDG NETWORK

MUMBA!

Laxman Hake and Navnath
‘Waghmare have now entered
the sixth day of their hunger
strike, demanding assur-
ances that the OBC quota in
Maharashtra remains intact
amidst mounting calls for
Maratha reservations. Their
protest at Wadigodri village
in Jalnadistrict highlights the
simmering tensions between
OBC and Maratha commu-
nities regarding reservation
privileges.

Hake criticised the govern-
ment for allegedly sidelining
OBC concerns while appear-
ing to prioritise issues related
to Maratha reservations,
particularly mentioning ac-
tivist Manoj Jarange. He also

expressed dismay over the
silence of prominent political
figures on the issue. The ac-
tivists clarify that theirstance
isnotagainst reservations for
Marathas but emphasise that
it should not encroach upon
existing OBC quotas.

The Maharashtra gov-
ernment, facing pressure,
recently issued Kunbi cer-
tificates to the Maratha com-
munity, thus granting them
eligibility for OBC benefits—
a decision that Hake views
as discriminatory. Despite
ongoing discussions be-
tween government officials
and protesters, urging them
to end their strike, a resolu-
tion to the dispute remains
elusive amidst escalating
tensions.
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his 22 associates, including
Bhinda. Delhi Police filed a
supplementary chargesheet
on April 24, 2024.

Bhinda was arrested on
December 23, 2023, and has
sought regular bail under
section 439 CrPC.

After considering the ma-
terial on record, the Special
judge granted bail to the ac-
cused.

“Iam constrained to hold
that there are reasonable
grounds to believe that ac-
cused Saurav Bhargav is
not guilty of offences under
MCOCA for which he has
been charge-sheeted,” the

Lo

judge noted.

Itis also well on record that
the accused was notinvolved
in any kind of criminal ac-
tivities after 2018, the court
said in the order passed on
May 24.

Defence counsel Deepak
Sharma argued that the ac-
cused has been wrongly
booked by the Investigation
Officer without any sub-
stantial evidence regarding
him being a member of any
crime syndicate. He was
never called by the police to
join the investigation before
hisarrest.

“In fact, during the period

Maharashtra leaders convene late-
night meeting after election setback

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Maharashtra Chief Min-
ister Eknath Shinde con-
vened an urgent late-night
‘meeting with Deputy Chief
Ministers Devendra Fad-
navis and Ajit Pawar fol-
lowing the underwhelming
performance of the ruling
Mahayuti alliance in the re-
cently-concluded Lok Sabha
elections. Sources revealed
that some state BJP leaders
have already departed for
Delhi to participate in a re-
view discussion.

The meeting took place at
Shinde's official residence,
“Varsha’, and continued af-
ter Deputy CM Ajit Pawar
left, with Shinde and Fad-
navis engaging in further

discussions. Such meetings
are standard practice forthe
BJP to analyse electoral out-
comes with state leaders.

Earlier, BJP leader Deven-
dra Fadnavis had resigned
post-election, expressing his
intention to focus full-time
on preparing for the up-
coming state assembly elec-
tions. This decision, along
with other strategic consid-
erations, is likely to be dis-
cussed in the Delhimeeting.
Union Minister Bhupender
Yadav has been tasked with
overseeing the Maharashtra
BJP unit, supported by Ash-
wini Vaishnaw.

The Mahayuti coalition
secured 17 out of 48 seats,
trailing behind the opposi-
tion Maha Vikas Aghadi,
which won 30 seats.

IMD forecasts increasing rainfall in Mumbai;
cooler temperatures expected

TDGNETWORK
MUMBA

Mumbaiwoke up to overeastskies
andlight drizzles accompanied by
gentle breezes on Tuesday mom-
ing. According to the Indian Me-

teorological Department (IMD),
cloud cover is expected to inten-
sify by late afternoon or evening,
bringing moderaterainfall across
Mumbai and its suburbs, includ-
ing the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR).

Today’s Weather Summary

The sunrise was at 6:01 am, with

Temperatures are projected to  sunsetexpected at 7:18 pm.

range from a low of 27 degrees ~ Weather Outlook for the Week
Celsiustoahigh of 33d Cel-  Mini i tures are fore-
sius, averaging around 28 degrees  casted to dip to 25degrees Celsius

Celsius. Winds are anticipated to
blow at 9.3 kim/h from the south.

on Wednesday, accompanied by
heavy rainfall.

in which he has been shown
tobe absconded, he was reg-
ularly supplying waterat Po-
lice Chowki Hari Nagar un-
der the jurisdiction of Police
Station Hari Nagar and thus
was very well available in
Delhi within the knowledge
of police officials of PS Hari
Nagar. Still, no efforts were
made to make him join the
investigation, norany notice
was issued to him for this
purpose,” Sharma argued.

‘The bail plea was opposed
by the Additional Pub-
lic Prosecutor (APP) who
submitted that allegations
against the accused were
serious innature. He argued
that the name of the accused
has been specifically men-
tioned in the sanction for
lodging of the FIR under
MCOCA.

The Additional Public
Prosecutor argued that the
accused is involved in sever-
al casesand “extorted money
by threatening financers,
property dealers and book-

ies”.
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