
A BG-BGECM
YK

MONDAY

June 17, 2024

BENGALURU

CITY EDITION

22 Pages ₹ 6.00

www.thehindu.com

Printed at » Chennai » Coimbatore » Bengaluru » Hyderabad » Madurai » Noida » Visakhapatnam » Thiruvananthapuram » Kochi » Vijayawada » Mangaluru » Tiruchirapalli » Kolkata » Hubballi » Mohali » Malappuram » Mumbai » Tirupati » Lucknow » Cuttack » Patna

Vol. 55 � No. 144

https://newsth.live/fb

https://newsth.live/x

https://newsth.live/ig

RNI No. KARENG/1970/49945

EDUCATIONPLUS » 4 PAGES

Darshan’s clothes,

shoes recovered 

BENGALURU

The police, probing the murder

of Renukaswamy, said they

have recovered potentially

critical evidence against actor

Darshan on Sunday. The police

is said to have recovered the

clothes and shoes that he was

wearing when the crime was

committed. » Page 3

The increase in prices of
petrol and diesel has trig-
gered a fresh round of pol-
itical tussle between the
ruling Congress and the
Opposition parties. 

As the BJP is gearing up
to lay siege to the o�cial
residence of Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah on Monday,
the CM has not only strong-
ly defended the hike in
sales tax on fuel, but also
attacked the Centre.

He said the State was
forced to reduce taxes on
petroleum products under
the erstwhile “double en-
gine” regime, while the
Centre continued to collect
higher Central excise duty
from the State and diverted
the resources to other
States. This had a�ected
Karnataka’s tax collection
ability, he alleged.

Govt., Oppn.
lock horns
over rise in
fuel prices 

The Hindu Bureau
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O
nly proposals ac-
ceptable to both
Russia and Uk-

raine can lead to peace,
said India as New Delhi de-
cided to disassociate itself
from the �nal document is-
sued at the conclusion of a
Peace Summit in Switzer-
land on Sunday.

India was among at least
seven countries that re-
fused to endorse the “Joint
Communique on a Peace
Framework” released in
Burgenstock, the venue of
the two-day summit.

The communique,
which called for the pro-
tection of Ukraine’s “terri-
torial integrity” and was
built on Ukraine’s peace
formula and the UN char-
ter and resolutions, was
thus far signed by more

than 80 countries.
“Our participation in

the summit and continued
engagement with all stake-
holders is with a view to
understanding di�erent
perspectives, approaches
and options to �nd a way
forward for a sustainable
resolution of the con�ict;
in our view, only those op-
tions acceptable to both

parties can lead to abiding
peace,” Pavan Kapoor, Se-
cretary (West), Ministry of
External A�airs, said.

Ukraine President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy ad-
dressed the Summit, but
Russian President Vladimir
Putin was not invited, with
Swiss o�cials saying Rus-
sia could join a future con-
ference on the “road map”

to peace.
Saudi Arabia, South

Africa, Thailand, Indone-
sia, Mexico and the UAE
were among the countries
that refused to sign the
communique.

Brazil maintained an ob-
server status, and China
declined the invitation to
participate.

Asked about India’s ab-
stention, Swiss Ambassa-
dor to India Ralf Heckner
said that despite the deci-
sion, “it was good that In-
dia was present” at a confe-
rence where the number of
countries represented
“half of the world” and a
“quarter of the world” was
represented by heads of
state or government.

India refuses to endorse

Ukraine meet statement

Swiss President Viola Amherd; Pavan Kapoor, Secretary (West),

External A�airs Ministry; and Ukraine President Volodymyr

Zelenskyy at the summit on peace in Ukraine. AFP

Only proposals acceptable to both Russia and Ukraine can lead to peace, says New Delhi;

communique calling for the protection of Ukraine’s ‘territorial integrity’ signed by over 80 nations

Suhasini Haidar
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The Union government
will take the strictest ac-
tion against functionaries
of the National Testing
Agency (NTA) if they were
found to be involved in ir-
regularities in the conduct
of the National Eligibility-
cum-Entrance Test (NEET)
for admission to under-
graduate medical courses,
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said
in Sambalpur on Sunday.

“With regard to NEET,
two types of irregularities
have come to light. As per
preliminary �ndings, some
students were allotted less
time than the designated
duration. Alternatively,
grace marks were award-
ed, which the government
had disapproved, and [the
government] directed re-
examination for 1,563 stu-
dents as per the Supreme
Court order,” he said.

“Additional wrongdo-

ings have also come to the
fore on two accounts. I as-
sure both students and pa-
rents that the government
has taken the issue very se-
riously. We will take it to a
logical end,” Mr. Pradhan
said.

“A lot of reforms are re-
quired in the NTA’s func-
tioning though it is an auto-
nomous institution. The
government is examining
all issues,” he said.

Pradhan says two
types of irregularities
noticed in NEET

Dharmendra Pradhan

The Hindu Bureau
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T
he hassle of carry-
ing cash for passen-
gers and �nding

change for conductors will
soon come to an end as the
Karnataka State Road Tran-
sport Corporation (KSRTC)
will introduce electronic
ticketing machines (ETMs)
in two months. These ma-
chines allow passengers to
pay through UPI, debit/cre-
dit cards, and other cash-
less modes.

According to o�cials,
KSRTC has already started
the process of implement-
ing ETMs in its buses. With-
in the next two months, bus
conductors will be
equipped with ETMs capa-
ble of accepting Uni�ed
Payments Interface (UPI)
and other cashless transac-
tion modes. 

“This move is aimed at
resolving the common pro-
blem of passengers not hav-
ing exact change and the
subsequent inconvenience
for both passengers and
conductors. With the new
system, passengers can ea-
sily pay using digital plat-
forms such as Google Pay,
PhonePe, and Paytm, or
any other UPI payment
methods and debit or credit
cards ensuring a smoother
and more e�cient transac-
tion process. This initiative
is expected to enhance the
overall travel experience
and reduce disputes related
to cash payments. Addi-
tionally, the introduction of
ETMs is part of KSRTC’s
broader e�ort to embrace

digital solutions and im-
prove service for its passen-
gers,” Transport Minister
Ramalinga Reddy told The

Hindu. 

Recently, EbixCash Ltd.
secured a long-term con-
tract to implement the In-
telligent Transport Manage-
ment System (ITMS) for
KSRTC. 

Under this agreement,
EbixCash Ltd. will be res-
ponsible for conceptualiz-
ing, developing, construct-

ing, installing, maintaining,
operating, and transition-
ing to the ITMS for all state-
operated buses under
KSRTC. “The initial phase
of this contract spans �ve
years and involves the de-
ployment of EbixCash bus
exchange solutions, which
include digital payment
capabilities aligned with
KSRTC’s operational guide-
lines,” a senior KSRTC o�-
cial said. 

The �rm will initially in-

stall 10,245 ETMs across
8,000 buses, with plans to
install an additional 15,000
devices over the next �ve
years. “The ITMS aims to
fully automate fare ticket-
ing and collection, incorpo-
rating ETMs and related
software. This system is ex-
pected to streamline opera-
tions and address the long-
standing request from pas-
sengers for cashless
transactions in bus ticket-
ing,” the o�cial added. 

Smart cards for Shakti
scheme bene�ciaries
Mr. Reddy said that if
KSRTC starts issuing smart
cards for Shakti scheme be-
ne�ciaries, that too can be
incorporated into the sys-

tem. The State government
is yet to issue the smart
cards intended for the be-
ne�ciaries. According to
Mr. Reddy, smart card is-
suance has been stalled due
to the absence of ETMs.

Currently, only Bengalu-
ru Metropolitan Transport
Corporation (BMTC) buses,
particularly the airport bus-
es, accept cashless
payments.

What the customers say
“These days, most people
typically don’t carry cash
and prefer using UPI pay-
ments. 

However, the necessity
of cash for bus fares poses a
signi�cant inconvenience
as obtaining change can be
challenging. It’s good that
KSRTC is �nally introduc-
ing cashless options, which
should have been imple-
mented long ago,” Harsha
Kumar, a regular KSRTC
passenger from BTM
Layout.

Another passenger, Ravi
Prasad from Koramangala,
said, “Even though there’s
an online booking option
available, when I need to
travel to my native place
Mysuru urgently, I usually
catch the bus directly from
the Satellite Bus Station.
However, I often face the in-
convenience of needing
cash for bus fare. ATMs dis-
pense only ₹500 notes, and
conductors sometimes re-
fuse to provide change,
leading to frustrating situa-
tions. Introducing ETMs
with cashless payment op-
tions would greatly bene�t
passengers like me.”

Cashless travel via ETMs on
KSRTC buses in two months

A conductor issuing tickets to passengers at the KSRTC bus stand at the temple town of Sri Kshetra

Dharmasthala in Dakshina Kannada. H.S. MANJUNATH

The introduction of electronic ticketing machines is part of the corporation’s broader e�ort to embrace digital solutions

and improve service for its passengers, according to Transport Minister Ramalinga Reddy 

Darshan Devaiah B.P.
BENGALURU

EbixCash Ltd. secured a long-term contract to
implement the Intelligent Transport
Management System for KSRTC. The �rm will
initially install 10,245 ETMs across 8,000
buses, with plans to install an additional
15,000 devices over the next �ve years. 

A youth was hacked to
death by a gang allegedly
over an incident of road
rage near Hoskote on Na-
tional Highway 75 on the
outskirts of the city in the
wee hours of Sunday.

The deceased has been
identi�ed as Naveen
Nayak, 27, a resident of
Gangapura village, Hos-
kote taluk, who traded in
vegetables. 

According to the police,
Naveen and one of his em-
ployees were on their way
to Hoskote vegetable mar-
ket in the wee hours of
Sunday in his van, when he

got into an argument with
a gang of four persons in
another car when they
tried to overtake him from
the wrong side. 

Police sources said that
CCTV footage from multi-
ple cameras on the route
show that for over 10 km,
the two vehicles overtook
each other. When Naveen
stopped his vehicle near a
dhaba on the highway for
co�ee, the gang of four in
the other car also stopped
and hacked him to death
with lethal weapons, pol-
ice said. Naveen’s em-
ployee who was with him
�ed from the scene and ef-
forts are on to track him
down.

Road rage: Gang kills
man near Hoskote
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Monsoon hues

A rainbow captured after a spell of rain at Padmanabhanagar in Bengaluru on Sunday. K. BHAGYA PRAKASH 

Kannadigas should get
their fair share of jobs
Sir, — I refer to the report
‘State mulls over 100%
quota for Kannadigas in
‘C’&’D’ group jobs in
private industries.’
Authorities have always
been talking about
according priority to
Kannadigas in jobs for a
long time. 
The report giving
preference to Kannadigas
in employment is
decades-old and precious
little has been done to
better the situation on this
score. Committees have
been formed and Bills have
either been passed or
tabled. Over the years
Kannada and Kannadigas
have not received the
attention that is due to
them in their home state.
Examples that come to
mind immediately in this
regard are public sector
banks and Central
government
establishments.
Reservations for
Kannadigas at least for ‘C’&
‘D’ group jobs will be a
welcome move if strictly
implemented, including in
the private sector. Our
authorities must ensure a
fair and level playing �eld
for Kannadigas for their
rightful share of jobs. This

is not against others getting
jobs but to ensure that
locals too get their due
share.

H.N. Ramakrishna

Bengaluru

Better park equipment
maintenance is a must
Sir, —The government’s
recent announcement that
all public parks in the city
would henceforth be open
seventeen hours daily is a
welcome and long-awaited
move. 
Simultaneously, it should
establish a special
administrative structure to
maintain the parks as well.
Almost all of these parks
now feature distinct areas
for children to play.
However, the play
equipment installed there
perpetually remain in
pathetic conditions, due to
their poor quality,
improper and excessive
use, and a lack of periodic
maintenance; as a result,
innocent children using
them are prone to bodily
injuries. With the new
regulation, footfall in the
parks will grow
dramatically. The
government should hence
ensure that the play
equipment gets periodical
repair and replacement
and the area is always free

of pebbles and fallen tree
residue.

Kamal Laddha

Bengaluru

New road but old
problems persist
Sir, — The redesigned
Gandhi Bazaar Road in
Basavanagudi has left little
space for vehicles to move.
Parking violations, with
vehicles blocking lanes, is
rampant. Two-wheelers
are found parked on
footpaths. Some vendors
have their carts on the
road. Footpaths are littered
with garbage, even though
the pourikramas are doing
their job of clearing the
mess. Dog owners also do
not clean up after their
pets on footpaths. The
authorities need to check
tra�c violations, garbage
creators and pet dog
walkers to make the road
worth the redesign.

G. Padmanabhan

Bengaluru

Readers can write to:
letters.bangalore
@thehindu.co.in
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The Bengaluru Metropoli-
tan Transport Corporation
(BMTC) has conducted a
survey for the feeder bus
routes of the Bengaluru
Metro’s Yellow Line, which
is set to begin commercial
operations by this year
end.

The BMTC o�cials stat-
ed that a survey is being
conducted to identify me-
tro feeder service routes
for the upcoming Yellow
Line of Namma Metro.
“The feeder services are
among the most used ser-
vices in the BMTC, bene�t-
ing commuters who use
the metro in the city. The-
refore, we have decided to
extend the feeder service
to the Yellow Line stretch,
and the relevant route stu-
dy has been done,” an o�-
cial said.

O�cials further men-
tioned that they will con-
duct another study once
the Yellow Line stretch is
opened for commuters.

Despite the July 2024
deadline stipulated in the
State budget presented in
February for the launch of
the Yellow Line of Namma
Metro in Bengaluru, Benga-
luru Metro Rail Corpora-
tion Limited (BMRCL) o�-
cials previously indicated

that the line might not be
operational until the end of
the year due to a lack of
trains.

The under-construction
18.82-km Yellow Line con-
nects R.V. Road with Bom-
masandra. This fully elevat-
ed metro route includes 16
stations, linking with the
Green Line at R.V. Road sta-
tion and with the Pink Line
at Jayadeva Hospital sta-
tion. The primary objective
of the Yellow Line is to en-
hance connectivity to re-
gions housing major com-
panies such as Infosys and
Biocon, as well as to South
Bengaluru.

“This line is poised to

signi�cantly alleviate the
daily challenges faced by
Bengaluru’s metro commu-
ters. Moreover, it will aug-
ment the overall metro
connectivity in the city,
contributing to a more con-
venient and e�cient com-
muting experience. The
commissioning of this line
is expected to profoundly
impact the lives of Bengalu-
ru’s metro commuters,
providing them with a
more comfortable and e�-
cient service. The BMTC
feeder service will greatly
help metro commuters by
addressing �rst and last
mile connectivity issues,” a
BMRCL o�cial said.

BMTC conducts survey for
feeder bus routes for
upcoming Yellow Line
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

O�icials have said that they will conduct another study once the

Yellow Line stretch is opened for commuters. FILE PHOTO
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Timings

BENGALURU

MONDAY, JUN. 17

RISE 05:54 SET 18:47

RISE 14:43 SET 01:58

TUESDAY, JUN. 18

RISE 05:54 SET 18:48

RISE 15:32 SET 02:34

WEDNESDAY, JUN. 19

RISE 05:55 SET 18:48

RISE 16:25 SET 03:16

T
he Bengaluru pol-
ice, probing the
murder of Renu-

kaswamy, who was alleg-
edly tortured and killed by
a gang including Kannada
actor Darshan, said they
have recovered potentially
critical evidence against
the actor on Sunday. The
police is said to have reco-
vered the clothes and
shoes that the actor was
wearing when the crime
was committed.

The police conducted
mahazar at the residences
of Darshan and his close
friend Pavithra Gowda —
both in R.R. Nagar. Renu-
kaswamy, a Darshan fan,
had allegedly sent obscene
messages to Pavithra lead-

ing to his death. The police
seized the clothes and
shoes both were allegedly
wearing during the crime
from their respective hous-
es, sources said.

Renukaswamy was al-
legedly beaten up badly
and tortured. From the
statements of other ac-
cused in the case, the pol-
ice claim that Darshan
himself tortured him. The
police hope that the
clothes and the shoes may
have some traces of the
victim’s blood or tissue,
which, if found, will be
crucial evidence that Dar-
shan himself assaulted the
victim, said sources. Dar-
shan has been claiming
that while he did meet the
victim at the shed, he
warned him not to send
obscene messages hence-

forth and left the scene
and he was not aware of
the murder.

Investigations have re-
vealed that Pavithra alleg-
edly assaulted the victim

Renukaswamy with her
slippers, making it one of
the key pieces of evidence

in the case. The police
have now sent the clothes
and shoes of both Darshan
and Pavithra for forensic
examination to the Foren-
sic Science Laboratory in
Madiwala.

The police are expected
to take Darshan to Mysuru
on Monday to conduct a
spot mahazar of the place
where he allegedly held
multiple meetings with
those involved in the
crime and hatched the
plan to cover it up, by
sending four of his asso-
ciates to surrender before
the police.

Search on for other
evidence in case
Meanwhile, the police are
also searching for an elec-
tric water heater that was
allegedly used to brand the

victim Renukaswamy and
administer electric shocks
to him. 

Gold chain
This was allegedly thrown
away by the accused en
route to Mysuru. A search
is also on for a gold chain
Renkaswamy was wearing,
which one of the accused
allegedly took before
throwing his body into a
stormwater drain in Ka-
makshipalya. 

The driver Ravi, who
drove Renukaswamy from
Chitradurga to Bengaluru,
surrendered with two of
his associates Jagadeesh
and Anu Kumar. 

Ravi reportedly told the
police that Jagadeesh took
away the gold chain on the
neck of the victim before
disposing of the body.

Police recover clothes, shoes Darshan wore 
on the night of Renukaswamy’s murder 

The police sealing a private garage where Renukaswamy, a Darshan fan, was allegedly tortured and

murdered at Pattanagere, Rajarajeshwari Nagar, in Bengaluru recently. K. MURALI KUMAR

The Chitradurga resident was allegedly beaten up badly. From the statements of the other accused in the case, the police claim that Darshan himself tortured the deceased 
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MUSIC DANCE DRAMA

Leading Kannada actor Su-
deep, reacting for the �rst
time to his co-star Darshan
being arrested in a murder
case, said everyone’s focus
must be on “justice to the
victim’s family”.

“A man has died and the
law will take its course,” he
said. 

When asked for his opi-
nion on calls for the �lm in-
dustry to ban Darshan, he
said there was no point in
the �lm industry taking a
“stand” and whenever it
did so, it had back�red ear-
lier. 

“If he comes out of this
clean, there is no question
of a ban on him. And if he
is in jail, there is no need

for a ban,” he said. 
He further said that of

late the Kannada �lm in-
dustry had been mired in
many unsavoury contro-
versies and the �lm indus-
try “needed a clean chit
soon”.

Justice to victim’s family
is important: Sudeep 
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Sudeep 

After nearly eight years,
the Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP) is
set to move court to vacate
the stay brought by arrest-
ed Kannada actor Darshan
and others to stop them
from demolishing struc-
tures encroaching the bu�-
er zone and stormwater
drain.

BBMP Chief Commis-
sioner Tushar Giri Nath
told The Hindu, “A preli-
minary check on the status
to know what happened to
clearing encroachment of
bu�er zone by Darshan’s
residence and others found
that the stay is still existing

in the High Court (HC). The
BBMP in the next working
day will move the court to
vacate the stay.”

In 2016, after the then

Chief Minister Siddara-
miah-led Congress govern-
ment ordered the BBMP to
carry out anti-encroach-
ment drive, the BBMP exe-

cuted a survey of the drains
to identify encroachments.
A report prepared by the
Joint Director (Land Re-
cords) revealed that actor
Darshan’s house in R.R. Na-
gar was built on the bu�er
zone of a primary drain.
Then, the Revenue Depart-
ment issued notices to de-
molish the house along
with 67 other properties in
Ideal Homes Layout, in-
cluding the Shamanur Shi-
vashankarappa hospital.
About 15 days time was gi-
ven to to the actor.

N.R. Ramesh, former
councillor whose com-
plaint prompted action
against Ideal Homes
Layout, said after notices
were issued in September,

2016, Darshan and others
went to the civic court �rst
and secured stay. They
then moved High Court
and got the demolition pro-
cess stayed in October
2016. The BBMP did not �le
a caveat.

Mr. Ramesh said Dar-
shan’ house is built just 7
feet away from the primary
drain. As per the rule, no
structure should be built
within 150 meters. “It is un-
fortunate that the BBMP
did not do any work to va-
cate the stay. However, in
2016, several houses be-
longing to the poor and
middle class were demol-
ished. The BBMP should
practise impartiality in the
drive,” he alleged.

BBMP to move court to get stay vacated to
clear encroachments in Rajarajeshwari Nagar 
Shreyas H.S.
BENGALURU

Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike Head O�ice. FILE PHOTO 

The Kannada Sahitya Parishat
has decided to hold the 87th Ak-
hila Bharatha Kannada Sahitya
Sammelana (Literature festival)
on December 21, 22, and 23 in
Mandya, which was scheduled
earlier and postponed due to
severe drought, parliamentary
elections and other reasons.

This decision was taken at
the executive meeting of Kanna-
da Sahitya Parishat held in Kem-
mannugundi recently. 

The literature festival, which
was planned to be held in June
earlier, was postponed to De-
cember due to heavy rains and
lack of necessary preparations,
among other reasons.

Mahesh Joshi, President of
Kannada Sahitya Parishath, has
written a letter to Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah, Shivaraj Thanga-
dagi, Minister of Kannada and
Culture and N. Cheluvarayaswa-
my, District in-charge Minister
of Mandya to take necessary ac-
tion to hold the conference in
December.

“A letter has been written to
the Chief Minister asking him to
call a meeting to �nalise the
date of the literature festival.
The Chief Minister is expected
to call a meeting soon and prep-
arations for the literature festiv-
al will begin as soon as the date
is �nalised,” said Mr. Joshi to
The Hindu.

Plans to hold 87th Kannada
Sahitya Sammelan scheduled in
Mandya have faced multiple dis-
ruptions. Earlier, the Kannada

Sahitya Parishat had started
preparations to hold a confe-
rence in February. 

However, due to lack of rain
in 2023, the State government
had declared 223 taluks across
the state, including Mandya, as
drought-hit taluks. The Parish-
ath had postponed the litera-
ture festival inde�nitely.

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah,
who held a meeting on Febru-
ary 1, 2024, with the parishat
and its o�ce-bearers, directed
them to make necessary prepa-
rations to hold the conference
by the �rst week of June. Ho-
wever, after the announcement
of the parliamentary elections
on April 1, 2024, the State go-
vernment got completely en-
grossed in the polls. The elec-
tion code of conduct hindered
the release of funds. 

After all the processes of the
elections were completed on
June 6, the Kannada Sahitya

Parishat decided to initiate the
activities of the literature
festival.

Funds not yet released 
Mr. Joshi has submitted a mem-
orandum to the government to
provide a grant of ₹30 crore for
the literature festival. However,
the State government had an-
nounced only ₹5 crore for the
activities of the Kannada Sahi-
tya Parishath in the State budget
and has not announced or re-
leased any grant for the litera-
ture festival.

“Last time, the State Govern-
ment announced ₹25 crore in
the budget for the literature fes-
tival and released the money.
This year, I requested the go-
vernment to release fund of ₹30
crore for the 87th Kannada liter-
ature festival. However, the go-
vernment has not announced
the grant in the Budget. Instead,
the Chief Minister has promised
to provide adequate funds,” said
Mr. Joshi. 

“I have already discussed the
matter of holding the literature
festival in December with Minis-
ter Chaluvarayaswamy. Now it is
the monsoon season. In Novem-
ber, the Golden Jubilee of My-
sore state being renamed as
‘Karnataka’ is being celebrated.
So, December is ideal for the lit-
erature festival. Many non-resi-
dent Indians (NRI) have also
urged us to hold the Literature
festival in December. So, it will
be more convenient for those
coming to the conference from
abroad,” he added.

After multiple disruptions
Kannada Sahitya Sammelana to
be held in Mandya in December
Jayanth R.
BENGALURU

A file photo of the Kannada Sahitya

Parishat building.

The literature festival,
which was planned in
June earlier, was
postponed to December
because of various
reasons

The Southern team of
the Delta 5 Expedition,
an extensive pan-India
motorcycle odyssey by
the Indian Army to com-
memorate the 25 anni-
versary of Kargil Vijay
Diwas was �agged o� to-
wards Anantapur from
Bengaluru on Sunday.

The team has em-
barked on a expedition
to the Kargil War Memo-
rial in Dras, traversing
through Manali in Hima-
chal Pradesh, Sarchu,
and Nyoma in Ladakh,
traversing nearly 4,000

kilometers by road in
homage to the spirit and
dedication of the Indian

Army.
“The riders will tra-

verse the length and

breadth of the country,
carrying with them nar-
ratives of valour, sacrif-
ice and patriotism.
Their journey stands as
a testament to the en-
during spirit of our war
heroes, the Regiment of
Artillery and the Indian
Army,” stated the Minis-
try of Defence

It added that the ex-
pedition is being carried
out by riders on Hero
Moto Corp’s Maverick
and Xpulse bikes, sup-
ported by HPCL by pro-
viding fuel for the com-
plete expedition and
medical support by
Apollo Hospitals.

The team arrived in
Bengaluru on June 14
from Dhanushkodi and
was formally �agged In
at Chanakya Auditori-
um of Rashtriya Military
School, where a cere-
monial programme was
convened to honour the
Kargil Veer Naris and
war heroes residing in
and around Bengaluru.
Seven Kargil Veer Naris
and seven Chakra Series
awardees were ho-
noured. 

On June 15, the team
visited the ISRO facility
in Bengaluru, where
they were briefed by IS-
RO scientists.

25th anniversary of Kargil Diwas: Bike expedition �agged o�

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The motorcycle expedition to commemorate the 25th

anniversary of Kargil Vijay Diwas being flagged o� in

Bengaluru on Sunday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The city police arrested his-
tory sheeter Varun alias
Medda, 27, of Srinagar and
booked him under the
stringent Goonda Act.

This is the third history
sheeter against whom the
city police have invoked the
Act in less than a week. The
police had arrested Ashok
Kumar Adiga, 59, of Basa-
veshwara Nagar, and Manoj
Kumar, 26, of Kodigehalli
under the Act two days ago.

Varun has allegedly been
involved in multiple o�enc-
es including murder, at-
tempt to murder, robbery,
assault and drug peddling.
With a view that his crimi-
nal activities couldn’t be
controlled without strin-
gent action, Police Commis-
sioner B. Dayananda or-
dered him to be booked
under the Goonda Act. 

History sheeter
arrested 
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU
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the same had been denied
to him. It remains to be
seen how much longer the
government will take to
follow the protocol. 

Tough times 
for Shivakumar
After the Lok Sabha
results, Cooperation
Minister K.N. Rajanna
(pictured) has yet again
renewed his demand for
creation of more Deputy
Chief Minister posts,
claiming that it will help
the party secure more

seats in the coming rural
and urban local bodies’
polls. A couple of MLAs,
who had been denied
ministerial berths,
reportedly held Ministers
responsible for the
less-than-expected
showing of the ruling
party in the Lok Sabha
elections and sought their
resignations. Some MLAs
even demanded
discontinuation of the �ve

No o�cial residence
yet for Ashok
The ruling Congress seems
to be delaying allotting an
o�cial residence to
Leader of the Opposition

in the Legislative Assembly
R. Ashok (pictured), who
has been putting the State
government on the mat on
the fuel price hike, law
and order issues, and a
scam in the Valmiki
Development Corporation
in the recent past. Mr.
Ashok has been LoP for
the past several months,
but the government is yet
to heed his request for
o�cial quarters.
Secretariat sources
revealed that the LoP’s
o�ce has written multiple
letters to the government,
but there was no
response. Mr. Ashok
expressed disappointment
over the government’s
laxity and said Ministers
had been allotted o�cial
residences on priority but

guarantees and sought
allocation of more funds
for development works.
In the midst of all this,
Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar has issued a
diktat to Congress
legislators to stop
discussing the party’s
performance in the LS
elections in public. The
poll outcome is seen as a
major setback to Mr.
Shivakumar, which saw his
brother D.K. Suresh
defeated. He could also
ensure the victory of only
one Vokkaliga candidate
(the community to which
Mr. Shivakumar belongs)
in the southern region.

Teething troubles in
new role for HDK
It appears like Union
Minister for Heavy
Industries and Steel H.D.
Kumaraswamy (pictured)
is yet to get used to the

ways of his new role,
under the direct gaze of
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi, given how he had to
retract his statements, a
day after raising questions
on the subsidy given to the
Gujarat unit of U.S.-based
micro chip manufacturer
Micron Technology.
On Friday, addressing
JD(S) workers in
Karnataka, Mr.
Kumaraswamy had raised
questions on the company
that is generating about
5,000 jobs receiving $2
billion through subsidies.
The company would
recover 70% of the $2.75
billion investment through
subsidies from the State
and the Centre, he had
said.
Doing a u-turn the next
day, Mr. Kumaraswamy
not only waxed eloquent
on the strategic
importance of the semi
conductor industry, but
also said that he “greatly
appreciate the
semiconductor related
initiatives taken by the
Prime Minister’s O�ce”, a
language typical of Union
Ministers. “In future, I
have to be cautious,” he
said, not quite stating
openly whether he got a
rap for speaking out of
turn, that too about a unit
in the PM’s State. 

Nagesh Prabhu

Sharath S. Srivatsa

CORRIDORS OF POWER
�

A
day after the State
government hiked
petrol and diesel

prices by about ₹3 each,
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Sunday defend-
ed the hike and blamed the
Centre for forcing the State
to cut sales tax during the
earlier years, while it conti-
nued to increase the Cen-
tral excise duty on petro-
leum products.

In a note, he said that
while under the “double
engine BJP government”
Karnataka was forced to re-
duce the tax, the Union go-
vernment continued to col-
lect higher Central excise
duty from the State, and di-
verted the resources to
other States. This had af-
fected Karnataka’s tax col-
lection ability and had be-
trayed Kannadigas, he
alleged.

The Chief Minister ex-
plained that the then BJP
government imposed sales
tax of 35% on petrol and
24% on diesel in April 2021.
“After the Centre reduced
taxes, the State also re-
duced tax on petrol to
25.92% and on diesel to
14.34%. However, neigh-
bouring Kerala, Maharash-

tra, Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu
did not reduce the tax.” 

On Saturday, the State
government increased the
sales tax on petrol and die-
sel by 3.92% and 4.1%, res-
pectively, which resulted
in an increase in petrol and
diesel prices by about ₹3
each. 

The current prices of
petrol and diesel in Benga-
luru are ₹102.86 and
₹88.94, respectively. In
2023-2024, Karnataka con-
sumed about 53.43 lakh ki-
lolitres of petrol and 1.11
crore kilolitres of diesel.
Annually, the State collects

about ₹20,000 crore as tax
on petrol and diesel, and
the hike will provide at
least ₹500 crore more
annually.

Mr. Siddaramaiah point-
ed out that since 2014, the
Centre increased the duty
from ₹9.48 to ₹32.98 per
litre of petrol, and from
₹3.56 to ₹31.83 per litre of
diesel. “Subsequently, the
excise duty on petrol and
diesel was cut by ₹13 and
₹16 per litre, respectively,
between November 2021
and May 2022. Despite the
reductions, the current
Central excise duty on pe-
trol is ₹19.9 and on diesel is

₹15.8 per litre. We urge the
Centre to reduce it for the
bene�t of the people.”

Stating that the hike had
no relation to the Lok Sab-
ha elections results, he
said that despite the in-
crease, petrol and diesel
continue to be cheaper in
Karnataka than neighbour-
ing States.

“There is no link bet-
ween the hike and the elec-
tion results. Winning and
losing is part of a democra-
cy. We have not won the
expected number of seats
in Karnataka but have im-
proved our vote share,” the
Chief Minister told press-
persons in Vijayapura. 

He was responding to an
allegation by Leader of the
Opposition in the Assemb-
ly R. Ashok that the go-
vernment increased the
fuel price in revenge for
the Lok Sabha electoral
losses. 

After the hike came into
e�ect on Saturday, Mr. Sid-
daramaiah said that petrol
price in Karnataka is equiv-
alent to the prevailing
price in Tamil Nadu, while
cheaper than that of Kera-
la, Telangana, and Andhra
Pradesh. He added that pe-
trol is cheaper in Karnata-
ka than in the BJP-ruled Ra-
jasthan and Madhya
Pradesh, where the price is
₹104.86 and ₹106.47 per
litre, respectively. 

“Our tax on fuel re-
mains lower than most
south Indian States and si-
milar economy-sized
States like Maharashtra.”

Responding to Union
Heavy Industries and Steel
Minister H.D. Kumaraswa-
my, who said the cost of
petrol has become the
highest in the history of
Karnataka, the Chief Minis-
ter said sales tax on petrol
was 35% during the tenure
of Mr. Kumaraswamy as
Chief Minister.

Mr. Siddaramaiah said
that government was com-
mitted to ensuring that citi-
zens are not burdened
with the hike. “The addi-
tional money from the hike
will be utilised to improve
basic infrastructure and on
development projects,” he
added.

CM defends fuel price hike, urges
Centre to reduce excise duty

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah addressing presspersons at the helipad

in Vijayapura on Sunday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

He says increase is not related to results of LS polls, and claims fuel is still cheaper in Karnataka than in neighbouring States

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Additional money from
the hike will be utilised
to improve basic
infrastructure and on
development projects.

SIDDARAMAIAH,
Chief Minister

The Bharatiya Janata Party,
which has announced a
Statewide protest on Mon-
day against the increase in
fuel prices, on Sunday said
the latest hike is part of a
series e�ected by the Con-
gress government in the
last one year.

The protest to seek roll-
back on the prices will be
held at Freedom Park in
Bengaluru, in which State
BJP leaders and present
and former MLAs and MPs
will take part. The protes-
ters will later lay siege to
the o�cial residence of
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah. 

The government hiked
the prices of milk, alcohol,
and power, and also in-
creased stamp duty and
guidance value in the last
one year, Leader of the Op-
position in the Assembly R.
Ashok told presspersons
here. 

‘May mortgage properties’
“The prices are being in-
creased to fund the
₹55,000-crore guarantee
schemes. The government
does not have money to
pay salaries. It may mort-
gage government proper-
ties, including the Vidhana

Soudha, to raise money.
The hike in fuel prices will
result in the increase in
prices of vegetables, fruits,
and other essential items.” 

He also accused the go-
vernment of increasing the
prices as people did not
vote for the Congress in the
Lok Sabha elections. 

Urging the government
to roll back the hike, form-
er Deputy Chief Minister
C.N. Ashwath Narayan said
that it is unfortunate that
the Congress which came
to power on the narrative
of price rise, has itself in-
creased prices. 

“The Congress govern-
ment is ensuring the gua-
rantee of price rise. During
the elections, it had pro-
mised to provide relief

from price rise to people.
When the BJP government
wanted to increase prices,
Mr. Siddaramaiah in the
past argued against it, say-
ing that rise in fuel prices
would lead to in�ation.” 

‘People should protest’
Speaking to reporters in
Nagamangala, Union Mi-
nister for Heavy Industries
and Steel H.D. Kumaraswa-
my also claimed the hike
was to fund the guaran-
tees. “The Congress has
devised a strategy to in-
crease taxes from people
and give money back
through the guarantee
schemes. More than the
BJP or the Janata Dal (Secu-
lar), the people should
protest,” he added.

BJP leaders plan to lay siege
to CM’s residence today
seeking withdrawal of hike 

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

BJP leaders C.N. Ashwath Narayan and R. Ashok addressing separate

press conferences in Bengaluru on Sunday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

After a year of severe
drought, the State govern-
ment has decided to en-
sure the sustainability of
farm activities by focusing
on its �agship programme,
the Krishi Bhagya, which
aims to store rainwater in
farm ponds for crops dur-
ing the summer.  

The government has de-
cided to not only provide
more funds than what has
been allocated in the Bud-
get, but is also set to ex-
pand the scheme’s scope,
by removing restrictions
on taking it to the tail-end
portions of the irrigation
command areas. 

Agriculture Minister N.
Cheluvarayaswamy told
The Hindu that there was a
dire need to expand the
scope of the scheme and
implement it even in the
tail-end portions of the
command areas, as these
were hardly getting adeq-
uate quantum of irrigation
water from canals. 

Emphasising on the im-
portance of the Krishi Bha-
gya scheme in turning dry-
land farming into a sustain-

able activity through the
natural method of stored
rainwater, the Minister said
his department was gear-
ing up to ensure that
30,000 to 40,000 farm
ponds were built this year. 

The State Budget ear-
marked ₹200 crore for the
project that includes a con-
tribution of ₹100 crore
from the Revenue Depart-
ment. 

However, the total �nan-
cial requirement is bound
to surpass the budgetary
allocation, considering the
number of farm ponds be-
ing planned this year, he
said. 

The scheme was gener-
ally being implemented in
four dry climatic zones,
comprising 106 taluks
spread over 24 districts.
However, it will be expand-
ed to all 236 taluks of 31 dis-
tricts this time. 

The Krishi Bhagya
scheme was started by
then Agriculture Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda in
2014-15, to ensure sustaina-
ble farming in a State like
Karnataka, which stands
next only to Rajasthan in
terms of the extent of
drought-prone land. But
the erstwhile BJP dispensa-
tion discontinued the

scheme since 2021-22. It
was re-introduced by the
Congress government in
2023-24. 

A total of 2,89,827 farm
ponds were built under the
�rst phase of the scheme
which was implemented
from 2014-15 to 2020-
21. These ponds have the
total capacity to store
1,472.31 lakh cubic metres
of water. 

What is the scheme?
The scheme comprises the
components of building
farm ponds, providing po-
lythene lining to ensure
that the water does not
percolate, erecting a fence
around the pond, installing
a pump for lifting the wa-
ter, and adopting drip/
sprinkler irrigation meth-
ods to e�ectively supply
water. Under the scheme
the government provides
subsidy for all the
components. 

About 64% of Karnata-
ka’s cultivable area is rain-
fed. Despite the depen-
dence on rain, the State’s
rain-fed areas contribute to
55% of food production
and 75% of oil seed produc-
tion.

State government set to expand
scope of Krishi Bhagya scheme 
B.S. Satish Kumar
BENGALURU

The Agriculture Department is gearing up to ensure that 30,000 to

40,000 farm ponds are built this year. K. BHAGYA PRAKASH

Large and Medium Indus-
tries Minister M.B. Patil on
Sunday launched a coun-
ter-attack against the BJP,
which is protesting the
hike in sales tax on petrol
and diesel, alleging the
Centre is meting out injus-
tice in the allocation of
funds to progressive States
like Karnataka, despite col-
lecting a signi�cant annual
cess of ₹2.5 lakh crore, and
warned of a legal �ght to
secure the State’s rightful
share.

In a post on X, Mr. Patil
stated that although States
like Karnataka, Tamil Na-

du, and Telangana contri-
bute a larger share to the
cess collection, they are
not receiving a fair portion
from the Centre. Instead, a

larger share is being allo-
cated to States like Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar. De-
scribing this as “unques-
tionably unfair”, he tagged
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin and Telangana
Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy in his post. 

Mr. Patil warned that if
this policy continued,
States like Karnataka might
have to �le a public interest
litigation in the Supreme
Court to secure their share.

Fund allocation: M.B. Patil warns
of legal �ght against Centre 

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

M.B. Patil 

Minister claims
Centre is meting out
injustice to
progressive States
like Karnataka

The two-day Dakshin Bha-
rat Utsav, the southern re-
gional tourism conclave,
which concluded in Benga-
luru on Sunday, saw MoUs
worth ₹4,200 crore being
signed. 

Appeal to investors
Announcing this during
the valedictory function,
Tourism Minister H.K. Patil
urged private investors to
join hands with the State
government in developing
infrastructure at tourist
spots. 

The Minister observed
that the Shakti scheme,

providing free travel to wo-
men in buses, had in-
creased visitors to tourist
areas by nearly 50%. The
focus is now on upgrading

infrastructure at these
places, he noted. 

Upgrading the infras-
tructure would further in-
crease tourism potential,
the Minister pointed out. 

Governor Thaawar-
chand Gehlot too ad-
dressed the event, which
had been jointly organised
by the Karnataka Tourism
Department and the Feder-
ation of Karnataka Cham-
bers of Commerce and In-
dustry. 

Tourism conclave in Bengaluru
draws ₹4,200 cr. in investments 

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

H.K. Patil 

Minister says focus 
is on upgrading
infrastructure at
tourist places 
across Karnataka

The BJP has taken serious
exception to Deputy Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar,
who is also the KPCC presi-
dent, recently holding a
meeting of the presidents
of various academies at the
KPCC o�ce, as against the
tradition of holding it in
either the State Secretariat
or government o�ces.

In a social media post on
Sunday, BJP leader and
former Kannada and Cul-
ture Minister V. Sunil Ku-
mar described the meet-
ing, in which Mr.
Shivakumar reportedly ad-
vised them on their beha-
viour, as an insult to the

�eld of literature and
culture. 

He alleged that the go-
vernment, which had
turned o�cials into its ser-
vants, was now trying to
dictate terms to writers
and scholars too. 

He said it was a matter
of disgust that those who
wanted the creative �eld to
be insulated from politics,
were themselves part of
such a meeting. 

The controversial Youth
Congress leader, Mo-
hammed Haris Nalapad,
too attended the meeting,
in which Mr. Shivakumar
reportedly told them that
such posts would be a step-
ping stone to politics, he al-
leged.

DKS’ meeting at KPCC
o�ce draws BJP ire 
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU
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Bangalore, June 16.  Karnataka Government
sources here are hopeful of an early Central
decision on the proposed game sanctuary
complex running in one stretch from the Moyar
river of Tamil Nadu to the Laxmanathirtha river
in Coorg district of Karnataka 

A project report for integrated development
of the game sanctuary complex consisting of the
entire area between Bandipur and Nagerhole in
Karnataka, Mudumalai in Tamil Nadu and
adjacent Wynaad area of Kerala is awaiting
central Government’s clearance. 

According to the Karnataka Government
sources, the Tamil Nadu and Kerala
Governments are also keen on the complex
which would perhaps be the largest in India. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 17, 1974

Game Sanctuary Complex 

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

Gulbarga, June 16.  The Karnataka Government
is considering a plan to help doctors settle in
rural areas. 

Under the scheme, the Government will give a
substantial amount in the form of subsidy to
graduates setting up practice in rural areas.
Nationalised banks will meet the rest of the
�nancial outlay.

The proposal is stated to have been informally
discussed and details of the scheme are being
worked out to enable cabinet level
discussions. The encouraging response received
by the Government to the half million job
programme, under which many doctors were
posted to villages, is said to have prompted the
ministry to formulate this scheme. 

Scheme to Help Doctors
Settle in Villages

I
t was a conversation
with Prof. Jawahar Do-
reswamy, CEO of PES

Institutions, that prompted
Suresh Narasimha to start
CoCreate Ventures, a ven-
ture capital fund that fo-
cuses on student start-ups.

“Jawahar asked me why
there are no funds that in-
vest in ideas of students.
That made me think. I
started researching on it
and structured a fund that
would invest in students
building start-ups, at the
idea stage,” says
Narasimha.

Being a student entre-
preneur and raising money
can be tough. In India,
funds that focus on student
start-ups have been far and
few. Whereas, within the
larger venture capital eco-
system, there exists a cer-
tain scepticism about stu-
dent ventures, very often
for justi�able reasons. 

But, it’s not all doom
and gloom for those who,
in their dorm rooms, are
dreaming of entrepreneur-
ship. Lately more funds
seem to be emerging with a
dedicated focus on student
start-ups.

High entry barrier
While student start-ups
have managed to raise
funding, ecosystem
players point out that it has
been more of an exemp-
tion than a norm.

So, what created the
high entry barrier for stu-
dent start-ups in terms of
fund raising?

Naramasimha points
out that among VCs there
is scepticism about student
start-ups even today, and
for the right reasons.

“If I have to invest mo-
ney and I don’t even know
what their commitment is
or how much is their abili-
ty to understand the mar-
ket, I would hesitate. These
kinds of questions arise
when you are a student.
So, naturally, the entry bar-
rier for a student to raise

money is a lot higher.”
That said, the student

focus funds choose to see
the other side of this and
�nd potential in the kind of
fresh ideas one develops as
a student. 

Dorm room start-ups
“A lot of the large transfor-
mational start-ups that
have been built in the
world were actually started
by their founders in their
dorm rooms – be it your
Mark Zuckerberg or Bill
Gates,” says Richa Bajpai,
founder and CEO at Cam-
pus Fund, a fund which in-
vests exclusively in student
startups.

Bajpai herself started
her �rst company in her
dorm room in 2009 when
she was a student.

“We believe that the
next set of these transfor-
mational global companies
will be built from India,
now. So, we want to �nd
these young innovators in
their dorm rooms and
back them early on.  Also,
as a fund manager, it’s the
place where you can get ex-
ceptional returns,” she
adds. 

Risk alleviation
Student-focused funds also
adopt mechanisms and
procedures that help alle-
viate the risk associated
with these young start-ups
to the maximum possible
extent. 

Campus Fund, for ex-
ample, operate very di�e-
rently compared to a con-
ventional VC, says Bajpai. 

“We are in fact creating
a new category of founders
called student entrepre-
neurs. So, the way to ap-
proach them, to interact
with them and to evaluate
them is completely
di�erent.”

The fund has a team of
around 100 students
across di�erent colleges
and universities, who work
with them to �nd and eval-
uate student entrepre-
neurs. 

Bajpai notes that Cam-
pus Fund is a pre-seed in-

vestor and
most of their
portfolio compa-
nies are pre-reve-
nue. 

“So we handhold
them for 15 to 24 months

be-
fore they

raise their seed round.
We also have a portfolio
management team that
works with them to get

them to a certain scale.
That’s why a lot of other se-
nior large funds are inves-
tors in Campus Fund. It be-
comes easy for them to
invest in our portfolio com-
panies since they get a cu-

rated set of start-ups from
us.”

“Then I have a growth
and exit team which helps
these organizations grow,
and raise their next round
of funding. So it’s a very

di�erent model unlike a
typical VC. We are going to
the grassroots and then
�nding these folks.”

According to Bajpai, the
fact that the fund has eval-
uated around 9500 stu-
dent-led startups in the last
3.5 years and has invested
only in 27 is a mark of the
e�ciency of its curation
process.

Across India
CoCreate Ventures, on the
other hand, runs a founda-
tion which works with un-
iversites and colleges to
motivate bright students to
become innovators. 

“We have a venture
foundry which handholds
the students from the idea
stage to the product stage.
We will give them all the re-
sources and take care of ex-
penses such as their salary,
the team they want to hire,
data they want to procure,
marketing and so on. Once
the product is ready and
the initial customer is
there, we will put in
$200,000 in the company
which can be used for mar-
ket access,” explains Nara-
simha. 

“We make it very easy
for them to get in, harder
for them to stay back. They
come in through the foun-
dation, go through multi-
ple iterations with the ven-
ture studio for 12 months,
and then only we will in-
vest.” 

According to him, the
fund has helped initiate
around 75 teams in the last
2.5 years, 30 of which have
started generating reve-
nues and seven have done
follow on rounds. The later
rounds being 2-4x times
the money put in by Co-
Create also makes it com-
mercially a very attractive
proposition for the fund.

“Globally there is lot of
hype around this space,”
Narasimha points out.

The team currently
works with around 40 un-
iversities and 400 colleges
in Karnataka, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh, North
East India and Tamil Nadu.

All the founders are less
than 22 years old and
around 60 per cent of
them women, says
Narasimha.

Entering at the
right stage
Chandran Krishnan, Ma-
naging Director & CEO -
Campus Angels Network,
cofounded the fund to
fund start-ups that are
have validated their pro-
jects and are ready to go to
market. This, he says,
helps a great deal in elimi-
nating risk. 

According to him, while
student startups do come
with the risk of lack of ex-
perience, it is also not that
hard to spot those with
enough passion, unique
ideas and good bonds bet-
ween the cofounders.

“University campuses
have become the hub for
innovation and incuba-
tion,” he points out. The
network works with incu-
bators of IIT-M, Anna Un-
iversity, PSG, VIT and
more. 

Student experiences
Ananya Mungara, founder
and CEO at SmartChakra
which has developed a tyre
management system, feels
it’s important to have more
student-focused funds as
it’s easier for student inno-
vators to approach them
than the larger funds in-
itially. SmartChakra was
one of the �rst start-ups to
be incubated by CoCreate. 

“People here under-
stand you’re a student, and
you might have exams and
assignments. If you go to a
conventional VC they see
don’t see you as a student,
but as a company. Student-
focused funds understand
you better because they
understand you as a stu-
dent entrepreneur who is
running a company. Funds
like these allow students to
give entrepreneurship a
shot and lean whether it
works or not for them be-
fore placements start in
the �nal year,” Mungara
notes. 

Breaking the ‘class’ ceiling: Student-focused
funds help campus start-ups take wings 
Shilpa Elizabeth 
BENGALURU

While typically there has been a high entry barrier for student start-ups to raise funding, emergence of funds with dedicated focus on campus entrepreneurs seem to be easing the situation 

Illustration: SEBASTIAN FRANCIS

I
t’s critical for India to
keep on innovating,
learning, and

focusing on health for it to
become a global
superpower, said Dinesh
Gundu Rao, Minister for
Health and Family
Welfare.

The Minister was
speaking at an HR event
organised by The
Associated Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
of India (ASSOCHAM) here
earlier this week.

Commenting on the
importance of skill, he
said, “India is the biggest
power when it comes to
knowledge and skillsets.
With proper training and
skilling, we can become an
unbeatable nation.
Skillsets are the biggest
resource of this country of
over 140 crore people.’’

According to Mr. Rao,
the country has achieved a
lot and its corporate sector
has grown tremendously
in the last 40 years. “India
is the biggest power when
it comes to knowledge and
skills. With proper training

and skillset, India will
become an unbeatable
nation in the coming days.
But it is a process that we
have to keep working on
and keep innovating and
learning,’’ he urged.

Nurturing talent
Speaking on the occasion,
B.V. Naidu, chairman,
Karnataka Digital
Economy Mission (KDEM),
stressed on the
importance of nurturing
talent at the same time,
without losing focus on
retention and reduction of
talent attrition.

KDEM has been
working on the Beyond
Bengaluru outreach
programme, with an aim
to create opportunities for
talent to thrive outside of
Bangalore. He said: ‘’We
are expanding to Mysuru
and Hubballi and in
addition, we are working
towards establishing
state-of-the-art co-working
spaces in Mysuru. These
spaces will engage talent
within their own
geographies, providing
them with better
opportunities. ,’’ Mr. Naidu
said.

T.R. Parsuraman,
chairman, ASSOCHAM
Southern Region Council
and executive adviser,
Toyota Kirloskar, said, “HR
is an important function in
nurturing MSMEs towards
India’s $10 trillion
economy. We are thankful
to the State government
for favourable policies to
nurture corporates in
Karnataka.” Assocham
gave away HR Trailblazer
Awards honouring select
corporates for driving
innovation,inclusion, and
excellence in their
workplaces.

Focus on innovation, learning, and health critical for
India to become superpower, says Dinesh Gundu Rao 

The Hindu Bureau 
BENGALURU

A file photo of Dinesh Gundu Rao .

KDEM has been working on the Beyond Bengaluru outreach programme, with an aim to create

opportunities for talent to thrive outside of Bengaluru
Amazon.in saw record par-
ticipation of their em-
ployees in Global Month of
Volunteering celebrated in
May 2024. Over 1.1 lakh
employees came together,
that included their corpo-
rate employees and asso-
ciates in India. Through
the volunteering e�orts,
Amazon touched upon key
focus areas such as women
empowerment, sustaina-
bility, food security and
education. It created over
400 volunteering oppor-
tunities across India, part-
nering with more than 55
non-pro�t organisations
where employees can par-
ticipate in a variety of in-of-
�ce. outside-o�ce, and vir-
tual volunteering activities.

Manish Tiwary, Vice
President and Country
Manager, at Amazon India,
said, “At Amazon, the well-
being of the communities
we serve is core to our suc-
cess. Our Global Month of
Volunteering unites our
employees and empowers
them to make a real di�e-
rence. Through GMV, we
have already impacted the
lives of over 1.36 lakh be-
ne�ciaries across India.”

According to the re-
lease, Amazon.in volun-
teers came together to sup-

port a range of activities to
support and empower
communities by fostering
local self-help groups to
promote indigenous pro-
ducts enabling a sustaina-
ble livelihood; supporting
girl students in STEM edu-
cation through various
nonpro�t collaborations;
helping reduce waste in
communities by trans-
forming waste fabric into
usable bags and planting
self-sustaining saplings
while encouraging them
towards building a more
sustainable and environ-
mentally conscious com-
munity; distributing ration
kits including ready-to-eat
meals and essential grocer-
ies like dal and rice among
underserved communities
and many such
programmes.

So far, Amazon touched
the lives of over 20,000
women and girls. Addition-
ally, it is enabling entrepre-
neurship in this space by
setting up sanitary napkin
production units in several
cities including cities like
Kolkata, Hyderabad, Chen-
nai and Bangalore. These
manufacturing units not
only provide sustainable li-
velihood solutions for 60
rural womenbut also en-
sures the availability of en-
vironmentally responsible
products, says a release.

Record employee volunteer
participation in Global
Month of Volunteering

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU
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L
ast year was all
about fruits in cock-
tails, and if 2024

trends are anything to go
by, experts predict  hyper-
seasonal cocktails, and mi-
nimalist drinks ruling me-
nus. This season, it is all
about the coconut and if
you are looking at making
your cocktails a bit hydrat-
ing, bartenders have you
covered. 

At Aqua, The Park Ben-
galuru, new launches this
season include Al-Diablo
(with Byadgi chilli infused
gin, tempered tamarind
pulp, tender coconut wa-
ter) and the tender coco-
nut water wash. “These
drinks have been popular
this summer,” says Kiron
Kumar, Director - Opera-
tions at The Park, Bengalu-
ru, adding, “We are also
working on recipes with
tender coconut water for
the native/foraged section
and even in the zero-alco-
hol drinks section.”

At New Delhi’s Sidecar —
that won India’s best bar
title by 30 Best Bars India
earlier this year — tender
coconut features in the Co-
co Curry Hi Ball (curry
leaves infused gin with ten-
der coconut water, lime
acid) and a version of their
clari�ed pina colada. “A
twist on the all-time classic
with fresh tender coconut
water is completely next le-

plans on spotlighting the
ingredient in upcoming
cocktail menus. “It is one
of the most sought-after in-
gredients for its hydrating
properties, and also how it
lends to the styling of cock-
tails. It is clear water that
also helps bring in the �a-
vour and character of
drinks.”

This March, Chennai’s
Pandan Club’s �rst cocktail
menu, Shortest Route, fea-
tured Serangoon Smith
(with a gin base, coconut,
and a blend of spices and
citrus). “It is inspired by
the vibrant streets of Singa-
pore and the cultural rich-
ness of Chennai. We have
also launched a zero ABV
Coconut Toddy using fresh
coconut water, capturing
the essence of traditional
toddy without the alco-
hol,” adds Manoj.

And it is not just cock-
tails. Two years ago,
Beachville Co�ee Roasters,
Chennai, launched Nut-
case, a drink combining
coconut water with a rich

nitro cold brew. 
Founder Divya Jayash-

ankar says the drink is pop-
ular during summers,
when “coconuts are at
their sweetest”. “During
this window, we source co-
conuts from local vendors.
Outside of this period, we
use bottled coconut wa-
ter,” she says.

The summer menu at

Bengaluru’s Maverick &
Farmer’s this year features
four new drinks — Classic,
Melonnaire, Floral and Fiz-
zicality — that blend tender
coconut with cold brews.
Ashish D’abreo, co�ee
roaster and co-founder,
Maverick & Farmer, says
this is the second season of
their coconut and cold
brew mixes. 

“Last year, we did it for
three months and it was
successful, so we had to do
a little bit of R&D in terms
of how to blend, the �a-
vours that work together,
at what temperatures do
you blend, etc. For the �rst
season, it took us about
two months to actually
come down with four �nal
drinks. This year it was a
little quicker because we
had a better understanding
of how cold brew and ten-
der coconut work togeth-
er,” he says. 

Elaborating on how the
team balanced the con-
trasting �avours, he says,
“Co�ee and tender coco-
nut water work together
just as it is. There is no
need for adding any swee-
tener. However, to make it
more exciting, we pair it or
enhance it by infusing cer-
tain �avours, textures in
terms of carbonation, aera-
tion, etc.”

While Classic is the per-
fect ratio of 18-hour cold
brew and tender coconut
water (with no added su-
gar), Melonnaire features
refreshing musk melon-in-
fused cold brew with ten-
der coconut water, and Fiz-
zicality uses aerated
tender coconut water, cold
brew and organic vanilla.
The bestseller, however, is
Floral wherein “we infused
a blend of two di�erent sy-
rups from a brand called
Chunnilal in Bikaner. It is a
legendary institution,
which has been making
sherbets for many years
and is very well known
across the country. We
worked with them and
created a di�erent sort of a
very �oral fruity syrup,
which has been used to
create one of the drinks
and it’s really working
well,” says Avinash.

Unique brews with tender coconut 

Refresher course Get your coconut water and then some. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Cocktails and co�ee get a coconuty-twist courtesy bartenders and co�ee experts 

Nidhi Adlakha

vel,” says mixologist Yang-
dup Lama who owns Side-
car. 

Launched two years
ago, the drinks do not fea-
ture on their regular menu
but appear on “seasonal
menus and on guest re-
quests”. “Earlier, people
were skeptical about coco-
nuts in their drink. But if
you do it right, it works
well and coconut water
works well as is instead of
the fruit. In the Coco Curry
Hi Ball, it blends perfectly
with the curry leaves and

its acceptance is better,”
says Yangdup

who

This season, it is all
about the coconut
and if you are
looking at making
your cocktails a bit
hydrating,
bartenders have you
covered.

Tender coconut is now featuring

on cocktail and co�ee menus
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ONGOING

The ongoing art exhibition, Ganga, features
works by Yusuf Arakkal and his son Shibu
Arakkal. 
The works are intertwined with philosophical
explorations and personal truths, with both
claiming to be drawn to the river and the lives of
those who have spent their time navigating its
waters.
On at Sandeep & Gitanjali Maini Foundation,
Lavelle Road, till July 10.

Life on the Ganges 

CITYBEATS
�

ONGOING

The Fatty Bao, known for serving Asian cuisine,
has introduced a new Sunday Brunch, which will
be on from noon to 3.30pm. 
The brunch focuses on interactive dining and
unique presentations, with a menu featuring
dishes like charred corn and shiitake broth,
prawn tempura and avocado and cream cheese,
panko katsu �sh bao and more. 
Fatty Bao, Lavelle Road, can be called on
9901764711.

Brunch on...

ONGOING

Listen to Sizy, a multi-genre Western music
vocalist with a messo-soprano range.
She will be covering songs across classic rock,
pop, jazz, funk, alt and Bollywood. 
She has more than 80 solo, duo and band shows
to her credit and is a self-trained singer, known
for powerful vocals, tonal quality and impressive
sustenance. 
At Jamie Oliver Kitchen, Indiranagar, at 8pm.
Entry is free. Call 9311279090 for details. 

Tune in 

were landscapes, realism,
minimalism, portraits and
sketches. One of the most
notable and regular fea-
tures of the Collective was
its inclusion of �rst-timers
as well as professional ar-
tists, o�ering a platform
for creativity to one and
all. 

While Sathya Krishna
Prakash, a freelance ani-
mator and artist, has been
involved with art for over a
decade, this was his �rst
exhibition with ABC. “I
create a lot of art related to
natural history, animals
and birds. For this show I
exhibited a pen sketch and
a charcoal one,” shared
Sathya, adding that he also
works with oil and water-
colours. 

For Ratheesh Sunda-
ram, a former photojour-

Art Bengaluru Collective
(ABC) is a vibrant art ap-
preciation platform,
launched in 2022 by Ranji
David and Bengaluru-
based journalist and artist
Rasheed Kappan. 

The �fth edition of ABC
or ABC 5.0, which conclud-
ed on June 15, was held at
Karnataka Chitrakala Par-
ishath. It showcased the
works of over 30 artists,
with over 250 works of art
spread across three galler-
ies. 

ABC 5.0 had a diverse
range of art, including tra-
ditional and abstract paint-
ings, charcoal and pen-
and-ink artworks, photo-
graphic works and graphic
cartoons on display. Along
with these, also on display

nalist, this exhibition was a
�rst as a photo artist. Rath-
eesh, who has been in-
volved in �lm photography
since he was young, says
his untitled works were
open to interpretation. “I
purposely left them untit-
led so viewers could un-
derstand them as they
wish. The images on dis-
play were are from my tra-
vels,” shared Ratheesh.

“I enjoy working with
black-and-white images
since there is no hindrance
or distraction, as one �nds
in colour pictures,” said
Rateesh. 

An artist and playw-
right, Selmin Sheri� has
been part of the painting
scene for over 10 years
now. Socio-political and
humanity-related issues
are a recurring theme in

his work, says the artist
whose preferred medium
is oil on canvas. 

For his �fth show with
ABC, Selmin said: “One of
my newer paintings is
about gender and patriar-
chy. I travel and come back
to my work, constantly
making changes, so it
evolves in an organic way.
My paintings have stories
in them which allow me to
engage in a dialogue with
my audience about those
subjects.”

For Sudeshna Ukil, a wa-
ter-colourist, “It’s all skies
and green �elds for this ex-
hibition. I started as a child
with chalk in my hand,
drawing on the �oor.” Hail-
ing from a family of artists,
she grew up with an idea of
art and creativity, embark-
ing on her journey with ex-
hibitions in 2014. 

Inspired by the beauty
of life, Sudeshna adds, “Ev-
ery day is magical.”

Fresh frames of work 
Abhilekh Baruah

Vibrant hues Some of the works that were displayed at the exhibition. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The second edition of
ZLB23 Magnetic Music 02,
featuring Indian fusion
bands is on and continues
till June 21. As part of their
line-up, Chennai-band Ja-
tayu known for their un-
ique blend of Carnatic and
contemporary music,
opened the event in Benga-
luru on June 15.

The four-man band Ja-
tayu comprises leader and
guitarist Sahib Singh, Shy-
lu Ravindran who plays the
guitars, ganjira and mri-
dangam, bassist Kashyap
Jaishankar and vocalist Ma-
nu Krishna who is also
their drummer. Post their
show in Bengaluru, Sahib
elaborated on the band’s
signature sound.

“As a predominantly in-
strumental band, we use
rhythms from Carnatic lit-

erature and incorporate
them into Western instru-
ments; that is at the core of
who we are. We also enjoy
experimenting and impro-
vising with the audience

wherever we go, getting
them involved in the per-
formance,” said Sahib.

He also shared their ex-
perience during their tour
to Japan last year. The

band had a 4000-strong
audience singing with
them. “We basically use
konnakol (the spoken com-
ponent of metre) and ask
them to repeat it with us.
The call-and-response we
do with the crowd is how
we jam with them. They
either hum with us or re-
cite some konnakol.”

“That is something we
take pride in — because we
are instrumental we sort of
break boundaries. Music is
our language of communi-
cation; it is a common lan-
guage worldwide — to un-
derstand and be
understood.”

Jatayu’s website says
their music “blends the
rich tradition of Carnatic
music with the dynamic
energy of funk, rock, jazz,
and a hint of Indian math
rock.” 

Somehow the terms
‘math’ and ‘rock’s don’t
compute for me, but Sahib
patiently explained, “It is
basically konnakol but we
describe it as math rock for
audiences abroad. Jatayu is
all about numbers and
rhythm — our logo too, is a
combination of the four
main arithmetic symbols. ” 

For their performance
in Bengaluru, they present-
ed an acoustic set, which is
a rarity for them, mainly
because the venue was an
intimate setting of sorts.
“We introduced a mridan-
gam piece and some new
stu� we had been working
on. So, it was quite inter-
esting apart from a unique
take on some of our origi-
nal music,” he said. 

Math, music and more 
Ruth Dhanaraj

Beat it Members of the band Jatayu love connecting with the rhythm. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Musical chairs

ZLB23’s Magentic Music Season 02 continues with:
� 18 June: The Varun Nimbolkar Collective from
Pune is known for their indie fusion of the sitar and
electronic beats
� 19 June: Mumbai-based Aaikyam is a
multilingual band that performs in Telugu, Tamil,
Malayalam, Hindi and English
� 20 June: With the Hindustani tabla, bol, bansuri,
Carnatic mridangam and khanjira along with a fusion
guitar, Skin Wind & String is a unique blend of melody 
� 21 June: Rajasthan Roots will bring in their
performance of popular folk, upbeat originals and a
wide repertoire of timeless Sufi
� 21 June: Ricky Kej’s music focuses on planet
consciousness and largely involves Hindustani
classical music as well as Carnatic influences
All performances begin at 8pm. For reservations send
a WhatsApp message to 9632060433 
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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 17.00 HRS)

Forecast for Monday: Heavy to very heavy rainfall with extremely

heavy falls very likely at isolated places over West Bengal, Sikkim, Ar-

unachal Pradesh , Assam and Meghalaya; heavy rainfall at isolated

places over Nagaland, Manipur, and Kerala. Heat wave conditions to

severe heat wave conditions very likely in most parts of Uttar Pra-

desh, and in isolated pockets over Bihar and Jharkhand. 
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ..................0.6......35.0...... 26.1 Kozhikode ....................... —......33.7...... 26.7

Ahmedabad............. —......40.3...... 29.4 Kurnool ........................... —......36.4...... 25.6

Aizawl ...................21.0......31.2...... 22.1 Lucknow.......................... —......45.6...... 31.4

Allahabad ................ —......47.6...... 35.2 Madurai ........................... —......39.1...... 26.5

Bengaluru................ —......30.1...... 21.0 Mangaluru......................9.0......30.0...... 24.0

Bhopal ..................... —......39.6...... 27.2 Mumbai ........................... —......33.8...... 26.5

Bhubaneswar .......... —......38.5...... 26.0 Mysuru............................. —......30.9..........—

Chandigarh.............. —......44.4...... 31.3 New Delhi........................ —......45.3...... 31.2

Chennai ................... —......38.8...... 29.1 Patna............................... —......43.0...... 29.5

Coimbatore ............. —......33.6...... 24.4 Port Blair ........................0.5......32.4...... 26.7

Dehradun................. —......42.8...... 27.9 Puducherry ..................... —......38.8...... 27.8

Gangtok ..................6.0......20.2...... 18.7 Pune ...............................2.5......35.2...... 24.6

Goa........................21.0......29.0...... 25.8 Raipur.............................. —......39.3...... 28.9

Guwahati ..............19.0......28.0...... 24.6 Ranchi ............................. —......39.0...... 24.5

Hubballi ................... —......29.0...... 24.0 Shillong ........................24.0......23.0...... 17.4

Hyderabad............... —......34.9...... 25.9 Shimla ............................. —......31.0...... 20.5

Imphal ....................1.0......27.4...... 17.7 Srinagar........................... —......32.2...... 15.7

Jaipur ...................... —......42.5...... 32.6 Thiruvananthapuram .........0.4......33.5...... 24.8

Kochi.......................5.0......31.4...... 25.0 Tiruchi ............................. —......38.1...... 27.4

Kohima ...................6.0......24.0...... 16.4 Vijayawada...................... —......40.4...... 28.0

Kolkata .................... —......36.4...... 29.3 Visakhapatnam...............0.7......34.5...... 25.7

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Dhanbad,

Jharkhand recorded an

overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 356

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Gangtok, Sikkim

recorded a healthy AQI

score of 21

Ahmedabad ..... .25 202 .39 .....68 ....82 ......*

Bengaluru ........ .18 ..39 .64 ......— ....83 ......*

Chennai............ ...6 ....7 .90 ...115 ....90 ......*

Delhi ................. .34 ..— .54 ...317 ...178 ......*

Hyderabad ....... .10 ..11 .28 .....68 ....77 ......*

Kolkata............. ...6 ..28 .26 .....35 ....89 ......*

Lucknow........... .16 ..51 .49 ...233 ...180 ......*

Mumbai ............ ..— ..37 109 .....23 ....47 ......*

Pune ................. ..— ..15 .36 .....13 ....27 ......*

Visakhapatnam .10 ..52 .21 .....52 ...107 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

INBRIEF
�

Union Minister of State for Tourism, Petroleum
and Natural Gas Suresh Gopi on Sunday
reiterated his admiration for former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi, clarifying that his earlier
comments about the Congress leader had been
misinterpreted. “Indira Gandhi is the real and
only architect of India, post-Independence and
until her demise,” he told mediapersons during a
reception accorded to him at the BJP district
committee o�ce in Thiruvananthapuram. He
went on to add: “Her administrative e�orts
cannot be ignored. I cannot ignore a leader who
had sincerely toiled for the country only because
she belonged to a rival party. My Prime Minister
Narendra Modi held a similar stance when he
had called her an Iron Lady in Parliament.” His
remarks came a day after he raised eyebrows by
referring to the former PM as “Mother of India”
in Thrissur.

Suresh Gopi showers more
praise on Indira Gandhi T

he Medak police ar-
rested BJP district
president Gaddam

Srinivas, BJP town presi-
dent M. Nayam Prasad, Yu-
va Morcha district presi-
dent and seven others in
connection with the com-
munal violence in the town
in Telangana on Saturday.
The police said there
would be more arrests.

The police said the man-
agement of a madrasa had
bought cattle ahead of Id-
ul-Azha. The situation be-
came tense after members
of a local group created
ruckus near the madrasa,
injuring a number of peo-
ple from the institution. 

After they were shifted
to a nearby hospital, the

mob went there and
caused damage by throw-
ing stones. The police re-
sorted to a lathi-charge to
disperse the mob. Night
patrolling was intensi�ed
on Saturday night. 

The police invoked Sec-
tion 144 of the Code of Cri-
minal Procedure near
Ramdas Chowrasta in Me-
dak town. 

Superintendent of Pol-
ice B. Bala Swamy said the
restrictions on gathering
would be in place till Sun-
day night.

Raja Singh detained
Following the incident, the
Telangana police took into
preventive custody the BJP
legislator from Goshama-
hal, T. Raja Singh, at the

airport in Hyderabad on
Sunday. 

Union Minister of State
for Home Bandi Sanjay Ku-
mar on Sunday asked top
police o�cials to investi-
gate the communal inci-
dents in Medak over the
past couple of days and
told them to act impartially
against the culprits. The
Minister sought details of
the incidents, and said
those responsible for
breaking the law and vitiat-
ing communal amity
would have to be dealt
with severely. The police
should stand by the victims
a�ected by the violence
and not hesitate to act
against those involved in
anti-social activities. 

He, however, said the
police should not foist cas-
es on the innocent. 

3 BJP leaders arrested after

communal tension in Medak

Unease in the air: After the communal violence in Medak town, a

bandh was enforced on Sunday. MOHD. ARIF

The police say a clash broke out after a madrasa in the town bought cattle ahead of Id-ul-Azha;

members of a local group created a ruckus, injured a few persons, and attacked a hospital

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Faced with a reversal of
fortunes in the Lok Sabha
elections, the Communist
Party of India (Marxist)
[CPI(M)] top leadership
convened here on Sunday
to sift through the reasons
of defeat as part of a �ve-
day stocktaking exercise.

The presence of CPI(M)
general secretary Sitaram
Yechury and Polit Bureau
member Prakash Karat un-
derscored the signi�cance
of the meetings, which will
conclude on Wednesday. 

The party would report-
edly examine reports from
20 Lok Sabha constituency
committees and 14 district
committees in detail.

The CPI(M) appeared
particularly taken aback by
a perceived rightward drift
in the Backward Class, Da-

lit, and a section of Chris-
tian voters, which some
believe had seriously un-
dercut the Left Democratic
Front’s political support in
large swathes of the State
and advantaged the BJP in
the Thrissur constituency
and gave the latter a clear
lead in 11 Assembly seg-
ments. 

Notably, the CPI(M)’s
post-poll analysis meetings
unfolded against the back-
drop of criticism that the
government’s “omissions
and commissions” had
paved the way for the Unit-
ed Democratic Front’s
stunning victory and the
BJP’s good showing at the
hustings. 

Indian Union Muslim
League (IUML) State presi-
dent Sadikali Shihab Than-
gal had pointedly accused
the CPI(M) of allowing the
BJP to gain a toehold in
Kerala.

At the other end of the
political spectrum, Sree
Narayana Dharma Paripa-
lana Yogam leader Vellap-
pally Natesan said the CPI
(M) sway towards minori-
ties had pushed backward
classes and Dalit communi-
ties to the BJP. 

In a grievance-ridden
screed published in the so-
cial organisation’s mouth-
piece Yoganadam, Mr. Na-
tesan cautioned that the
CPI(M)‘s electoral pros-
pects would lie in tatters if
the party continued disre-
garding its core support
base.

The CPI(M) would also
reportedly consider

whether the Lok Sabha
poll results were an
oblique referendum on the
Pinarayi Vijayan govern-
ment. CPI(M) State secre-
tary M.V. Govindan had
blamed the party’s poor
showing at the hustings on
capitalist-bourgeoise drift
in the “second Pinarayi Vi-
jayan government” and
“misplaced governance
priorities,” including non-
payment of social welfare
pensions.

Leader of the Opposi-
tion V.D. Satheesan seized
on the statement to allege
that Mr. Govindan and the
Chief Minister were poles
apart on the reasons for
the LDF’s defeat. 

He said Mr. Vijayan’s
statement that there was
no resentment against the
government was at odds
with Mr. Govindan’s posi-
tion. 

CPI(M) begins post-poll stocktaking exercise 
G. Anand
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

CPI(M) leaders Sitaram Yechury, M.A. Baby and party MP-elect 

K. Radhakrishnan during an event in Thrissur. X/@SITARAMYECHURY

Sree Narayana Dharma Pa-
ripalana (SNDP) Yogam
general secretary Vellap-
pally Natesan has called for
a socio-economic survey of
the Backward Classes and
Scheduled Castes among
the Hindus to “have an un-
derstanding of the inequal-
ities they face”.

In a scathing article in
the Yoganadam magazine,
the SNDP’s mouthpiece,
which appeared with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s cover image, he
contrasted their plight to
that of the minority com-
munities in Kerala, who, he

said, had made major gains
in recent years from the
appeasement policies of
the Left Democratic Front
(LDF) and the United De-
mocratic Front (UDF). He
attributed the gains made
by the BJP in Thrissur,
Alappuzha and other con-
stituencies in the Lok Sab-

ha election to the minority
appeasement of both the
fronts, with the Ezhava
community shifting away
from the LDF.

Mr. Natesan’s comments
come close on the heels of
a controversy over his re-
marks made soon after the
election, when he said the
Muslim community had
been getting undue favours
from the LDF.

Hussain Madavoor, lead-
er of the Kerala Nadvathul
Mujahideen, recently re-
signed from the post of
vice-chairperson of the Na-
vodhana Samrakshana
Samiti (Renaissance Pro-
tection Forum) headed by
Mr. Natesan.

SNDP leader seeks economic
survey of Backward Classes,
Scheduled Castes in Kerala
The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Vellappally Natesan 

Lifting the veil of secrecy
over the constructions on
top of the iconic Rushikon-
da Hill adjacent to the sea
in Visakhapatnam, TDP’s
Bheemunipatnam MLA-
elect Ganta Srinivasa Rao,
along with cadres of the
TDP and the Jana Sena Par-
ty ( JSP), barged into the
controversial site on Sun-
day and was ‘aghast at the
sight of the opulent build-
ings that resembled more
of a residence-cum-camp
o�ce of the Chief Minister
rather than tourism resorts
as had been claimed by the
previous YSRCP
government’.

Mr. Srinivasa Rao and
his supporters checked
each and every room in all
the seven blocks, which
were reportedly construct-

ed at a whopping cost of
₹500 crore.

Mr. Srinivasa Rao, who
was accompanied by JSP
Bheemunipatnam in-
charge Panchakarla San-
deep, �rst entered the
block touted to be the
Chief Minister’s residence,
where they saw lavish liv-
ing rooms, bedrooms,
washrooms, kitchen, furni-
ture, lights, interior de-
cors, landscaping, and ele-
vators. 

“These buildings resem-
ble a CM’s residence and
camp o�ce. They do not
have living rooms meant
for tourists like in a three-
star or �ve-star hotels at
all. The YSRCP govern-
ment cheated people by
claiming that the construc-
tions are in fact resorts, or
a �ve-star hotel,” the TDP
leader told the media later.

Opposition leader N.

Chandrababu Naidu and
JSP chief Pawan Kalyan
were not allowed to enter
the site, and a number of
cases had been booked
against the TDP and JSP ac-
tivists, Mr. Srinivasa Rao
alleged.

“There will be no objec-
tion when a CM wants to
have a camp o�ce at any

place in the State. But what
former Chief Minister Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy has
done is undemocratic. In-
itially, the YSRCP govern-
ment said it was a �ve-star
resort. The previous dis-
pensation destroyed the
scenic Rushikonda, where
‘Saptha Rushis’ were be-
lieved to have meditated,”

the TDP leader said.
There should be tran-

sparency in the construc-
tions undertaken by the
government, and its esti-
mates should be revealed.
“But the YSRCP govern-
ment maintained secrecy.
Moreover, there are a num-
ber of violations in the con-
struction of this ‘Raja Ma-
hal’. This may be the most
controversial construc-
tions in India,” Mr. Sriniva-
sa Rao said.

“Mr. Naidu, who took
over as Chief Minister re-
cently, will be arriving in
Visakhapatnam in a few
days. He will visit Rushi-
konda and decide what
can be done with these lav-
ish constructions,” he ad-
ded. “It will be a Herculean
task for the government to
bring them to public use,”
Mr. Srinivasa Rao opined.

Veil blows o� lavish constructions atop Rushikonda
The Hindu Bureau
VISAKHAPATNAM

The plush inner view of the constructions at Rushikonda in

Visakhapatnam. THE HINDU 

Five cows died and nine
head of cattle fell ill on a
farm at Velinallur after the
animals were “fed too ma-
ny parottas”.

Minister for Animal Hus-
bandry and Dairy Develop-
ment J. Chinchurani, who
visited the farm on Sunday,
said that the dairy farmer
would be given compensa-
tion. 

An autopsy conducted
by the department found
that the cows died due to
metabolic toxaemia and
dehydration subsequent to
lactic acidosis after they
consumed too many parot-
tas and jackfruit.

‘Overfed’ on 
parottas, �ve
cows die 
in Kollam 

The Hindu Bureau
KOLLAM

BJP spokesman and former
member of the Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanams
(TTD) Trust Board G. Bha-
nu Prakash Reddy has de-
manded a judicial inquiry
into the activities of the
TTD in the past �ve years.

Addressing mediaper-
sons here on Sunday, he al-
leged that the previous Ja-
gan Mohan Reddy
government had misused
the revenue of the TTD and
tried to “capture the pro-
perties” of the world fa-
mous temple.

He said the YSR Con-
gress Party (YSRCP) lead-
ers converted the TTD into

their �efdom, and accused
Trust Board former chair-
man Bhumana Karunakar
Reddy of taking commis-
sions in the development
works. He alleged that the
YSRCP leaders had facili-
tated various Arjitha sevas
at the temple for their near
and dear ones through
questionable means.

Mr. Bhanu Reddy ad-
vised Mr. Jagan Reddy not
to make baseless charges
against the government
formed by the TDP-BJP-JSP
alliance, having been
taught a be�tting lesson in
the elections for his “atro-
cious rule.” The new go-
vernment would ful�l its
commitments in the due
course, he added.

Probe activities of
TTD during Jagan’s
regime: BJP leader
The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

BJP Tamil Nadu president
K. Annamalai on Sunday
described the INDIA bloc
as a “conglomerate of op-
portunists, dynasts, and
corrupt” who, despite
�ghting an election togeth-
er, did not cross the num-
ber of seats that the BJP
won independently. 

“All 13 parties [in the IN-
DIA bloc] which have at
least one MP could only

win 232 seats in total, as
against the BJP’s [indepen-
dent] tally of 240. The
DMK has made it a habit to
cover its administrative fai-
lures by celebrating mat-
ters that are of no interest
to the people of Tamil Na-
du. In one such celebration
on Saturday, Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin spoke about
‘moral victory’ over the
BJP. In Tamil, there is a fa-
ble of a man dreaming of
going to a city, to which
there are no paths for one

to reach.
Mr. Stalin
is cur-
rently liv-
ing in that
city
through
this ‘mo-
ral victo-
ry’,” Mr.

Annamalai posted on X
(formerly Twitter). 

He further said that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had been showing
the highest respect for the

Constitution since his days
as the Chief Minister of
Gujarat, contrary to Mr.
Stalin’s claim that he was
reminded of the Constitu-
tion only now.

“Mr. Stalin is a Chief Mi-
nister who has shown utter
disregard for the Constitu-
tion by stonewalling pro-
grammes implemented by
the Central government,”
he said, adding that Mr.
Stalin should be the last
person to “give lectures on
the Constitution”. 

INDIA bloc is a conglomerate of
opportunists and dynasts: Annamalai
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

K. Annamalai

A joint operation by the police and Health
Department o�cials has helped in �nding the
remains of three foetuses at a farmhouse of a
man masquerading as a doctor in Tigadoli near
Kittur in Belagavi district of Karnataka on
Sunday.

The team of o�cials began exhuming the
ground around the farmhouse of Abdulgafar
Hussainsaab Ladkhan, a quack from Hanchinal
village. Ladkhan ran a clinic in Kittur where he
performed illegal abortions and female foeticide.
The police suspected that he is also involved in
sale of infants.

His assistant, Rohit Kuppasgoudar, has been
arrested in this connection.

The o�ence came to light when o�cers of the
Malmaruti Police Station arrested �ve people,
including Ladkhan, in connection with the sale of
a month-old infant in Belagavi a few days ago.

Remains of three foetuses
found near Kittur in Belagavi 
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T
he grant of sanction to prosecute writer-
activist Arundhati Roy and academician
Sheikh Showkat Hussain for alleged “un-

lawful activity” in a case dating back to 2010 is
unwarranted. Delhi Lieutenant Governor V.K.
Saxena, who had accorded sanction in October
2023 to prosecute the Booker Prize-winning wri-
ter and the former Kashmir University professor,
respectively, for allegedly divisive speeches and
imputations against national unity, has now given
his nod for invoking Section 13 of the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) for the same
set of speeches. The earlier sanction order was in
his capacity as the appropriate authority on be-
half of the Delhi government under Section 196 of
the Code of Criminal Procedure. The recent one
is, presumably, on behalf of the Central govern-
ment, the appropriate authority to sanction pro-
secution for o�ences under Chapter III of the UA-
PA, under which Section 13 falls. The
resurrection of this old case is an unfortunate in-
stance of ill-motivated prosecution. The only pos-
sible explanation for the revival of this case, regis-
tered on a magistrate court’s order in 2010, is that
the present regime has found it expedient only
now to do so, as part of its continuing crackdown
on dissenters and outspoken critics. The eight-
month gap between the two sanction orders is in-
explicable, as the same material would have been
placed before the sanctioning authority.

The regime at the Centre then did not deem it
appropriate to prosecute the speakers at the con-
ference held in Delhi in October 2010. Even
though the Bharatiya Janata Party, then in the op-
position, pressed for it, the Delhi police did not
consider the speeches seditious. Its reluctance
was possibly because the Centre did not want to
jeopardise e�orts to �nd a solution to the Kash-
mir problem through designated interlocutors.
When a complaint was �led before a Magistrate,
the court asked for a police report, but the Delhi
police did not think the speeches warranted pro-
secution for sedition. However, on November 27,
2010, the Metropolitan Magistrate rejected the
police stand and directed registration of a First
Information Report. The FIR included Section 13
of UAPA, which seeks to punish “unlawful activi-
ties”. Speeches made at the conference may have
contained imputations about the status of Kash-
mir, but it is doubtful if a mere speech, in the ab-
sence of a call to arms or instigation of violence,
would amount to “unlawful activity” under UA-
PA. In any case, much has changed in the ground
situation, especially in the aftermath of the abro-
gation of Jammu and Kashmir’s special status in
2019 and its division into two Union Territories.
The new coalition regime should move away
from the earlier era’s obsession with stamping
out dissenting views and put an end to its propen-
sity to criminalise speeches.

Criminalising words 
Speeches that do not instigate violence

should not be deemed unlawful activity  

G
ender parity may be climbing upwards
worldwide with the global gender gap
standing at 68.5% closed in 2024, but the

glacial pace of change — it was 68.4% in 2023 — is a
grim statistic. At this rate, it will take 134 years to
reach full parity, the Global Gender Gap report re-
leased by the World Economic Forum (WEF) last
week pointed out, “roughly �ve generations
beyond the 2030 Sustainable Development Goal
(SDG) target”. Iceland maintains its number 1 rank
(93.5%), and is also the only economy to have
closed over 90% of its gender gap. India has
slipped two places to 129 out of 146 countries.
Last year, it was ranked 127, after having jumped
eight places from 135 in 2022. India has closed
64.1% of its gender gap in 2024, the report noted,
leaving policy-makers with a huge window of op-
portunity to do better. The “slight regression,” ac-
cording to the report, is mainly due to “small de-
clines” in the spheres of education and political
empowerment. With a population of over 140
crore, even two steps back mean staggering num-
bers. Though India, it pointed out, had shown a
slight improvement in economic participation
and opportunity for the last few years, it would
need 6.2 percentage points more to match its 2012
score of 46%.

One way of achieving the objective will be
through bridging gender gaps in, say, the labour
force participation rate (45.9%). To do that, a slew
of measures must be in place, from ensuring that
girls do not drop out of higher education, provid-
ing them job skills, ensuring safety at the work-
place, and helping them keep a job after marriage
by sharing responsibility for chores at home. In
education, the gap between men and women’s lit-
eracy rate is 17.2 percentage points wide, leaving
India ranked 124th on this indicator. India has
fared better in the political empowerment index,
but women’s representation in Parliament conti-
nues to be low. For con�rmation, look no further
than the newly elected Lok Sabha. Close to 800
women contestants were in the fray, but the num-
ber of women Members of Parliament has dipped
to 74 from 78 (2019) of 543 members, which is
13.6% of the total. These numbers are not a good
sign in the backdrop of the Women’s Reservation
Bill, 2023, yet to come into e�ect, which aims to
reserve one-third of the seats in the Lok Sabha
and State legislative Assemblies for women. All
under-performing countries, including India,
must heed WEF Managing Director Saadia Zahi-
di’s words, calling for “Governments to streng-
then the framework conditions needed for busi-
ness and civil society to work together to make
gender parity an economic imperative”.

Two steps back 
India needs to close the gender gap

in education and politics  

M
any iterations of the verdict in the
just concluded 2024 general election
exist. One thing is, however, obvious
— viz., that there were no clear

winners. The election threw up a split verdict —
the National Democratic Alliance, or NDA, 294,
and the INDIA bloc crossing the 230 mark,
reversing a trend seen during the 2014 and 2019
general elections, when the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) emerged as a clear winner and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi as the messiah.

Has democracy won?
A lot has again been written again about the
nature of the verdict: primarily, that democracy
had won and right-wing forces (more speci�cally
the BJP) had been defeated. Nothing could be
further from the truth. The Indian voter,
essentially the rural voter, did prove discerning,
no doubt, and gave a reasonable opportunity to
the Opposition to alter the trajectory of the past
decade, by forming a ‘coalition of the willing’.
This could then have been viewed as a clear
message against ‘authoritarianism’. Instead, a
disunited Opposition failed to take advantage of
the situation. The INDIA bloc which had failed to
�rm up a coalition prior to the election, failed
once again to unite when the time came for
ministry formation post the election. In that
sense, the Opposition failed the Indian voter.

The BJP-led alliance managed a slim victory,
though the BJP’s tally, of 240, fell well short of a
simple majority. The party lost 63 seats as
compared to its 2019 tally (303 seats), and was
compelled to depend on the Telugu Desam Party,
or TDP (16 seats), the Janata Dal (United), or JD(U)
(12 seats), the Lok Janshakti Party(Ram Vilas) with
�ve seats and a motley set of other allies to cross
the magic �gure of 272. The Congress, with 99
seats, and the Samajwadi Party, with 37 seats,
re�ect, in turn, the nature of the churn that has
taken place this time. Nevertheless, it is a
mistake, as many analysts have been wont to do,
to say that extreme right tendencies have been
curbed. For democracy to succeed in such a
situation, there was every need for deft handling,
and a clear understanding of what requires to be
done. What the INDIA bloc gained at the hustings,
was lost when the combination failed to ‘seize the
moment’, and allowed the BJP to inveigle the TDP
and the JD(U) to share the spoils of o�ce. The
winner has been the Prime Minister. Narendra
Modi, through stratagems, rather than an
electoral verdict, achieved his ambition of
becoming India’s Prime Minister for the third
time.

All that can be said for now, is that the election
outcome could possibly lower the risk of the
country sliding towards autocracy. How long such
a situation will prevail is, however, uncertain. In

Prime Minister Modi’s thought processes, the
verdict is not a repudiation of his doctrine of how
to wield power, though an overwhelming
mandate could have helped set the seal on his
majoritarian outlook. This can well be discerned
from a careful reading of the Prime Minister’s
post-election statements. In his third term, the
Prime Minister appears set to prove yet again,
that he is no consensus builder or that he would
give up his polarising views.

Reading the signs
Already, the signs are there for all to see. The new
Cabinet and Council of Ministers remain
essentially the same. This is as good a sign as any
that the Prime Minister does not think it
necessary to e�ect a change or even consult
anyone in any such exercise. Again, everything
points to the Prime Minister dealing with his new
Cabinet and his new Council of Ministers in the
same fashion as previously. It appears extremely
unlikely that any major shifts from past practices,
or in terms of future legislation, will occur. The
past practice of asserting arbitrary authority to
achieve ends that the Prime Minister considers
desirable, is hence, likely to continue. This will
remain the Prime Minister’s leitmotif this time
around as well.

More to the point, there seems to be little hope
that the Prime Minister, while pushing for
multi-polarity on the global stage and seeking a
greater say for the Global South internationally,
would apply the same logic to the situation in
India. The Prime Minister does not see the
election results as a verdict for a change in
direction. Rather, he possibly believes that more
of the same might have produced better results.
Hence, there is little hope that the Prime Minister
would moderate the use of central investigative
agencies such as the Central Bureau of
Investigation and the Enforcement Directorate
against all and sundry. Again, Mr. Modi will be
�xated on urban India, which in this election gave
him maximum support. He is unlikely to make
concessions to working-class voter families, and
informal workers, especially those in the rural
areas. The announcement of ‘Kisan Nidhi’ should
not, hence, be viewed as a nod in favour of rural
farm workers.

A hurt, but not wounded, Narendra Modi is
likely to be a far greater threat to democracy and
democratic traditions, than was the Mr. Modi at
the end of March. Nothing could have been more
galling for him — that of his own majority in
Varanasi shrank from the more than four lakh
votes he got in 2019 to 1.5 lakh votes this time.
Equally disappointing would have been the fact
that in Uttar Pradesh, the BJP su�ered a shock
defeat at the hands of the Samajwadi Party (SP).
Also after having spent so much time and e�ort

on the Ram Temple issue, the BJP lost the
Faizabad seat (where Ayodhya is located), to a
relatively unknown opponent from the SP. Even
lesser mortals would have reason to feel
chagrined that fate had dealt such a cruel blow.
Being Modi, he would seek avenues to overcome
this insult. Hence, the worst is yet to come.

The Prime Minister was at the G-7 in Italy as an
invitee. While accepting the invitation he, no
doubt, believed that as India’s third-time Prime
Minister, he would have another opportunity to
strut on the international stage, as had been the
case when the G-20 was held in Delhi in 2023. But
knowing the Prime Minister, he will try to convert
what in e�ect was a defeat into victory.

The road ahead
India must be prepared, as there is not much
hope, given the disjointed nature of the
Opposition. Whether the Opposition and the
country can withstand the battering that the
Prime Minister is likely to unleash is yet to be
seen. Together with announcing a whole new
package of programmes aimed at enhancing his
stature, the Prime Minister can be expected to be
even more intolerant of the Opposition. He is
unlikely to tolerate any attempt to moderate
some of the actions that he had taken during his
previous tenures. The misuse of investigative and
other agencies can be expected to continue.

For Mr. Modi, the 2024 Lok Sabha elections
were his project, and his project alone. He had
invoked god himself to achieve his objective. He
is, hence, unlikely to allow mere mortals to
checkmate and prevent him from achieving his
desired objective. The rural poor may cavil at
several of Mr. Modi’s policies, but India Inc. is
bound to act as cheerleaders. The United States
and the West, in the meantime, can be expected
to continue to provide the Prime Minister the
kind of international acclaim that he craves.

India’s hopes lie less with a pusillanimous
Opposition, than of a division in the NDA, and
more so in the BJP itself. In regard to the BJP, the
Prime Minister’s refusal to consult with the ‘high
priests’ of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh has
reportedly angered them. This has been the case
for some time. If divisions get exacerbated, this
could have a material impact on the BJP and its
future, but it is uncertain as of now whether, or
how, this could happen. Again, with the denting
of the Prime Minister’s image as a winner having
taken a beating, there is reason to believe that
voices are beginning to be raised within the BJP
against the Prime Minister’s autocratic attitude
and behaviour. The big question mark,
nevertheless, is how and whether the Prime
Minister can adjust to the reality that he is no
god, given that the mandate proved he is not
invincible.

The general election of 2024, its true verdict 
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The election
outcome could
possibly lower
the risk of India
sliding towards
autocracy

A
problematic order from the Madhya
Pradesh High Court has given rise to the
likelihood of a misinterpretation of the law

around inter-faith marriages and a calling into
question the scope of the Special Marriage Act,
1954. If unresolved, this could potentially lead to
consequences contrary to the objectives of the Act,
which sought to provide a viable legal avenue for
inter-religious marriages.

The issue has risen out of a petition that sought
protection for an inter-faith marriage, jointly �led
by an unmarried Hindu-Muslim couple before the
Madhya Pradesh High Court. While hearing the
arguments, the High Court went into the question
of whether such a marriage of “a Muslim boy with a
Hindu girl” under the Act would constitute a “valid
marriage or not”. The High Court then proceeded
to not grant police protection to the unmarried
couple on the grounds that theirs would amount to
an invalid marriage. By doing so, the High Court
has reversed the gains in the jurisprudence on the
right to choice of partner and has rewritten the
well-settled objectives of the Special Marriage Act.

Erroneous considerations
It is common practice that when a petition seeking
police protection is �led under Article 226 of the
Constitution of India, the High Court looks into the
violation of rights of the petitioners and the extent
of threat faced by them. Such petitions are usually
�led by couples in inter-faith and inter-caste
marriages. However, it is now seen that even in
cases of unmarried persons, High Courts have
extended them protection after considering the
various threats emanating from society. In similar
circumstances, Justice N. Anand Venkatesh of the
High Court of Madras recognised the precarious
situation encountered by same-sex couples and
granted police protection to a lesbian couple.

Similarly, the Punjab and Haryana High Court

granted police protection to a live-in couple
holding that “the key issue at hand is not the
legality of the petitioners” relationship, qua
which they may be liable for civil as well as
criminal consequences in accordance with law,
but whether they are entitled to protection of
their fundamental right under Article 21 of the
Constitution”.

In contrast, the Madhya Pradesh High Court,
without weighing in on the real and apparent
dangers faced by an inter-faith couple and
adjudicating on the prayer for protection based
on a threat assessment, has gone into the merits
of an impending marriage itself. Even if the
couple does not get their marriage registered,
their claim for protection ought to have been
decided in accordance with Article 21 of the
Constitution, which provides for the protection of
the right to life and liberty of an individual.

Dilution of the Special Marriage Act
Another serious concern is that the order passed
by the Madhya Pradesh High Court goes against
the very basis and objects of the Special Marriage
Act. The order refers to a precedent from the
Supreme Court of India in Mohammed Salim vs
Shamsudeen (2019), a case which dealt with the
issue of property succession arising out of a
marriage between a Muslim man and Hindu
woman under the Mohammedan Laws. This
judgment should never have been considered as a
precedent in either deciding the validity of an
inter-faith marriage or for police protection.

The order also goes into Section 4 of the
Special Marriage Act which excludes marriages
between persons within the “prohibited degrees
of relationship”. The reliance of the Madhya
Pradesh High Court on this prohibition is entirely
untenable and factually �awed as this provision
only bars marriages between those who are

related. By doing so, the High Court failed to
recognise that the objective of the Act is to
facilitate marriage between any two Indian
nationals “irrespective of the faith with either
party to the marriage may profess”.

The India of today and special marriages
The Madhya Pradesh High Court order assumes
importance in the current social and political
climate, where there is a real threat of vigilantism
against inter-faith and inter-caste marriages,
which do not have the sanction of the parents.
The love jihad conspiracy, right-wing propaganda
and consequent vigilantism have directly
challenged our constitutional morality. While
these are yet to be resolved, there is also a batch
of petitions challenging unconstitutional
provisions within the Special Marriage Act, such
as prior notice which are pending before the
Supreme Court. Tying these together is a
common thread of individual autonomy, liberty,
and equality. The Supreme Court in Sha�n Jahan
vs Asokan K.M. (2018), held that “intimacies of
marriage lie within a core zone of privacy, which
is inviolable”. Dealing with a case of inter-faith
marriage, Justice D.Y. Chandrachud, as he was
then, wrote that “social approval for intimate
personal decisions is not the basis for recognising
them” and further, that “the Constitution
protects personal liberty from disapproving
audiences”.

The ratio decidendi of the Sha�n Jahan case has
the e�ect of prioritising the absolute right of an
individual to choose a life partner over any
consideration of faith or caste-based diktats. With
the spirit of this judgment having been lost sight
of in recent years, it is wholly necessary for
constitutional courts across the country to keep
in mind that the arc of jurisprudence bends
towards autonomy, privacy and liberty.

High Court’s take on Marriage Act, an erosion of rights 

Manuraj
Shunmuga-
sundaram

is a media
spokesperson for the
Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) and
advocate practising
before the High Court
of Madras. He
appeared for the
petitioners in the case
where the Madras
High Court granted
protection to a
same-sex couple

The M.P. High
Court order
goes against the
very basis of the
Special 
Marriage Act

Haripriya
Venkatakrishnan

is an advocate
practising before the
High Court of Madras

No to ‘love thy neighbour’
The report, “Residents
oppose allotment of flat
under CM scheme to a
Muslim woman in Gujarat”
(Inside pages, June 15), was
shocking. There appears to
be a weakening of
secularity in present-day
Indian society. Such a
scenario threatens the
amicable co-existence of
many.
Chetan Datta Poduri,

Hyderabad

It was painful to read that
several residents were

whether I could sit in the
middle section so that they
could sit together. Given my
age — I am 87 years old —
and being a very long flight,
I politely said, “Very sorry, a
window seat will be very
comfortable for me.” After
reaching San Francisco, I
was surprised to know that
the two girls were close
friends of my
granddaughter! An
“unexpected connection
amid the clouds” (‘Open
page – Magazine’, June 16).

D. Sethuraman,
Chennai

Travel notes
The same and embarrassing
situation arose when I
travelled with my son on a
direct flight from Mumbai to
San Francisco to meet my
granddaughter. It was a
short trip. 
Being a senior citizen, my
seat had been booked in
premium economy class,
while my son was in
economy. Two young lady
students, who were
pursuing an educational
course in the United States,
were seated next to me.
One of the girls asked me

K. Kamaraj and M.G.
Ramachandran, who
expanded it. The report,
“Everyone loves a hot,
cheap meal” (Tamil Nadu,
June 16), on the state of the
Amma Canteens under the
DMK regime, was an
eye-opener. It is clear that
the poor have been
a�ected. If this is the state
of the Amma canteens — a
scheme by the DMK’s
political rival — one
wonders what state the
DMK’s schemes are in.

N. Mahadevan,
Chennai

Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam, while
campaigning in Attur,
Salem, recently, said that
“Telangana and Karnataka
have adopted the Chief
Minister’s free breakfast
scheme for students”. The
leader added, “Besides
other States, Canada
President Justin Trudeau
had hailed it as the best
scheme and declared its
implementation in their
country.” One wonders
whether the leader knew
that the meal scheme was
introduced by the leaders,

against the allotment of the
flat to the woman. Is Indian
society getting balkanised
on the basis of caste and
religion? Where are we
headed? One hopes that the
Vadodara Municipal
Corporation and saner
representatives will prevail
upon the residents and
convince them that we are
all Indians and need to
co-exist peacefully. 
C.S. Ravikumar,

Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh

State of welfare schemes
A prominent leader of the

L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R 
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FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI. June 16.
The Minister of Defence, Mr. Jagjivan Ram,

has rejected the allegation made by Mr. Madhu
Limaye, MP, that the sinking of the Indian Navy’s
INS Khukri by the Pakistan Navy during the 1971
war was facilitated by the supply of defective
fuel by the Indian Oil Corporation.

Mr. Jagjivan Ram, who has written to Mr.
Madhu Limaye, has stated in his letter that after
his investigation into the allegations, he had
found that “there is no evidence that
sub-standard oil was supplied”. He has further
said that the machinery of INS Khukri and the
fuel supplied to it “were in excellent condition.
No di�culty was experienced in the operation
of its machinery prior to its sinking by an enemy
torpedo”. There was thus no cause for any
apprehension that the unfortunate sinking of the
ship was caused by the supply of defective fuel.

Mr. Limaye, however, in his reply to the
Defence Minister, has expressed surprise “that
you have dealt with the serious question of the
supply of defective and inferior oil to our naval
forces, ordnance factories, etc., in a casual
manner. Supply of sub-standard oil can by no
means be called an inadvertent action. It is a
deliberate, vicious and treacherous act”. He has,
therefore, urged Mr. Jagjivan Ram to put this
question on the agenda of the next meeting of
the Defence Consultative Committee. He has
also demanded a thorough enquiry into this
matter and the suspension of senior o�cers.

FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 17, 1974

Sinking of INS Khukri:
Limaye’s Charge Rejected

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

(ASSOCIATED PRESS OF INDIA.)
ALLAHABAD, June 16.
Captain Vanderwell and Miss Vanderwell, the

American world Ford tourists, arrived in
Allahabad this morning with a letter of
introduction from Mr. Henry Ford to Mr. J. E.
Gilbert, the Ford Agent here, whose guests they
are. They will leave this evening on their way to
Calcutta. They spoke well of the Indian roads
generally and did not feel the heat as much as in
Africa. Starting in 1919, they have passed
through 39 countries and traversed 153,000
geographical miles. Miss Vanderwell is the �rst
lady to do the world tour in a car.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 17, 1924

American World Tourists.

W
ithin hours of the
fatal �re that killed
49 migrant
workers — a

majority of whom are Indians — in
Mangaf area of Al Ahmadi
municipality, Kuwait, several
actions were taken immediately.
Kuwait’s Interior Minister Fahad
Al-Yousuf Al-Sabah said the
fatalities were due to the greed of
the employer and building owner
— in this instance, both parties
being the same, NBTC; he
announced the company o�cials
would be held criminally liable;
and o�cials of the municipality
were suspended for their failure to
maintain building codes.

In the coming days, more
announcements will be made and
a few heads will roll. The names of
the 49 dead are unlikely to be
shared o�cially by Kuwait but will
appear in the media in India and
the Philippines. It is easy to
replace a number, recruit anew
and bring in more workers to �ll
the gap left behind by those who
perished. To humanise them
would mean to acknowledge their
presence as more than just labour
and entail safeguarding all of the
rights of the migrant population,
and that would only be possible by
dismantling the all-pervasive
Kafala system — a complex of laws
and practices that ensure state and
citizens hold all the power, while
individual migrants are treated as
temporary even if the dependency
on their labour is near-permanent.
This is why any announcement by
Kuwait promising action must be
scrutinised minutely.

Kuwait (foreigners comprise
70% of its 4.3 million) and the rest
of the GCC states (Saudi, UAE,
Qatar, Bahrain and Oman), in
essence, follow the same practice
with varying degrees of control
over migration and migrants.
These six states are home to
roughly 35 million migrant
workers, accounting for 10% of all
international migrants, and
Indians constitute the single
largest group amongst them.

Let us look at the immediate
concern — crowded, unsafe and

unhygienic labour
accommodation that makes its
residents most vulnerable to any
exigencies that may arise in a
country. Just a few years ago,
when the world came to a
standstill due to the COVID-19
pandemic, GCC states struggled to
contain the spread of the virus in
these labour accommodations.
Kuwait had some of the most
discriminatory lockdown
practices, particularly in areas
densely populated by migrant
workers and announced an
amnesty, deporting tens of
thousands of workers at the height
of the pandemic in April 2020. No
lessons were learned then, and
tragedies recur in di�erent forms.

Kuwait does have some kind of
code on standards for workers’
accommodation but its focus has
been more on evicting ‘bachelors’
from family zones and moving
them to subpar living spaces than
to actually ensure employers
provide suitable accommodation.
As per Kuwait’s labour law,
employers engaged in government
contracts (such as NBTC) must
provide suitable housing or an
allowance — 25% of wages if they
earn the minimum wage (KD75) or
15% if paid above the minimum
wage. The cost of decent living is
roughly KD200 per person, not
including rent. The extremely low
value placed on their labour
determines their place in the
economic hierarchy.

This huge discrepancy between
the cost of living and minimum
wage is one of the critical control
factors of the Kafala system. Work
and residence visas are tied to the
employer, ensuring they have a
stranglehold over their employees’
lives. For the nearly three million
migrants in Kuwait’s low-income
belt, this means absolute
dependency on the employer for
accommodation, food and
transportation. The minimum
salary requirement to sponsor a
family in Kuwait is KD800, so the
majority of migrants are unable to
bring their families. By keeping
wages so low, Kuwait and the
other Gulf states ensure that

workers are perpetually
vulnerable. They have no choice
but to live in the poor housing
provided, struggle with the quality
of food, and occupy as little
socio-cultural space as possible in
the countries they help build.

The Mangaf tragedy has been
technically attributed to an
electric short circuit. But the root
cause clearly is the systemic
indi�erence of the state towards
the rights and well-being of
low-income workers and the gross
negligence of the employer.

There are many ‘IFs’ as to how
this tragedy could have been
averted. If the employer had
better safety checks, if the state
had deemed them important
enough to earn better and live
better, but most importantly, if the
workers could organise
themselves, then they would have
had a collective voice to air their
grievances and demand better
treatment.

But GCC states do not take
kindly to any form of labour
organising or unionisation. To
allow workers to have a voice is to
allow them to challenge the status
quo. The easiest way to prevent
this is to keep wages low enough
that the workers are in a constant
state of �nancial insecurity, and
then to deport them with ease at
the �rst sign of protest or
discontent. In the heat of the
aftermath, Kuwaiti o�cials will
make promises of better safety
standards and more stringent
penalties but will depend on
policing of employers and workers
to implement this, and shy away
from systemic changes that would
best enforce the law. That would
be to empower workers, the
‘bene�ciary’ of these reforms, to
raise their voices against the
injustices they may face.
Footnote: Domestic Workers, who
constitute 27% of the entire labour
force in Kuwait, are excluded from
the labour law, and are amongst
the most marginalised of the
migrant population. This opinion
piece does not have the scope to
address the aggravated
vulnerabilities they face.

Under Kafala, workers are dispensable

Vani Saraswathi 

is the director of

projects and

editor-at-large of

Migrant-Rights.Org, a

GCC-based research

and advocacy

organisation

Promises in the
wake of the
Kuwait �re need
to be
scrutinised, for
it is far easier to
replace labour
than ensure
safeguards for
the migrant
worker
population

STATE OF PLAY

L
ok Sabha election re-
sults sprung two sur-
prises in Maharashtra’s

politics, casting shadows on
the upcoming Assembly polls.

The �rst was an impressive
show by Eknath Shinde-led
Shiv Sena. It not only scored a
much better strike rate than
its allies but also defeated
Uddhav Thackeray’s Shiv Sena
(UBT) in seven seats out of the
13 contests between them. A
silver lining for the latter was
the three seats it won in Mum-
bai and a narrow controversial
defeat in Mumbai North-West.

Three inferences can be
drawn from this result. One,
Hindutva votes of Shiv Sena
considerably remained with
BJP and Shinde’s Sena. Two,
the issue of Marathi Asmita
(pride) provided an edge for
Mr. Thackeray in Mumbai but
did not work well in the rest of
Maharashtra. In Mumbai, he
was able to forge a better com-
bination of voters having faith
in secular, democratic and
federal (emphasis on linguistic
and regional pride) polity.
Three, his party lagged in
proper election campaigns,
including microscopic booth
management, compared to
strong local candidates from
BJP and Shinde’s Sena.

Over the years, Shiv Sena
had grown with the consolida-
tion of positions by local sa-
traps in respective constituen-
cies. Mr. Shinde from Thane is
a prime example of this and
many such Sena leaders sided
with him. Many MLAs with Mr.
Shinde can deliver victory in
the Assembly election with
the combination of their own
cultivated in�uence in the
constituency and the BJP’s
loyal Hindutva votes. This has

worked for Shinde’s Shiv Sena
in the Lok Sabha election.

Overall, Mr. Shinde has
consolidated his position as
the Chief Minister and the two
ambitious Deputy Chief Minis-
ters – Devendra Fadnavis and
Ajit Pawar – now have to deal
with him. Ironically, Mr. Fad-
navis can no longer a�ord to
be seen hand in glove with Mr.
Ajit Pawar in trying to clip Mr.
Shinde’s wings. His associa-
tion with Mr. Ajit Pawar is be-
ing pointed out as one of the
main reasons for the BJP’s
drubbing in the election.

On the other hand, Mr. Ajit
Pawar must be realising how
much ideology matters in pol-
itics. A large number of minor-
ities, Dalit and women voters,
who have been voting for him
in his Assembly constituency
of Baramati, turned their back
on him in the Lok Sabha elec-
tion. While he would not mind
returning to Sharad Pawar’s
fold and the latter’s suppor-
ters are eager to welcome him
back, it is unlikely to happen
before the Assembly election.
The octogenarian Pawar
knows well that a sympathy
wave for him will cease to ex-
ist if he shakes hands with Mr.
Ajit Pawar. Even then, in the
long term, he and his party
will need Mr. Ajit Pawar to
tackle a rejuvenated Congress
in Maharashtra.

It is signi�cant that Con-
gress contested 15 seats
against BJP and won 11 seats,
which has reduced BJP to the
miserable tally of nine seats in

the State. An exceptional Con-
gress performance can be at-
tributed to Rahul Gandhi’s
credibility and local cadre in
the State. Congress has two
di�erent types of cadres. One,
grassroots leaders who can
mobilise voters based on caste
a�liations and kinships. Two,
conscious individuals who
help in creating narrative at
the grassroots level. When
these individuals succeed in
creating a narrative on the
ground, the caste and kin mo-
bilisation do not become bla-
tant. At the same time, not
having a dominant State lead-
er provided space for sub-re-
gional and district-level lead-
ers to work for the Congress
candidate in their own consti-
tuency or a constituency of
their choice. These combina-
tions of factors have placed
Congress in a commanding
position vis-a-vis the National-
ist Congress Party (SP) and
Shiv Sena (UBT).

This has created an awk-
ward situation for Mr. Thacke-
ray. Since 2019, he has been
consciously attempting to �ll
in the vacuum created by the
retreat of Congress in the
State’s politics. Now, Congress
is back with a bang and Mr.
Thackeray cannot return to
the sa�ron fold due to Mr.
Shinde’s strengthened posi-
tion. He must continue with
the chosen politics of inclusive
nationalism, federalism and
democratic values. Even when
he has steered a mega victory
for the anti-Modi alliance in
the State, his own fate is still
hanging in balance.

Also, uncertainty about Mr.
Ajit Pawar in the post-Lok Sab-
ha election scene has compli-
cated the State’s politics. The
only certainty is that there is
much more to come in Maha-
rashtra’s politics.
The writer is an Associate Pro-
fessor at MIT School of Govern-
ment, Pune.

More than that meets the eye
Maharashtra’s factional politics promise a tough Assembly �ght

Parimal Maya Sudhakar
parimalmayasudhakar@gmail.com

M
ore and more women are
getting into STEM —
Science, Technology, En-

gineering and Maths — courses in
India, resulting in them landing
jobs in corporate houses, especial-
ly in the IT sector. Hence, the pro-
portion of women in leading cor-
porate �rms has increased
considerably over time. Yet, attri-
tion rate — the percentage of em-
ployees who leave an organisation
— is also, in general, higher among
women than men. Women leave
organisations for many reasons,
including societal pressure after
marriage, pregnancy, and post-
pregnancy work-life balance, rea-
sons that rarely apply to men. 

Adding to the list, workplace ha-
rassment — verbal, sexual or other-
wise — may also play a role in such
exits. If the number of cases re-
ported under the PoSH Act is
anything to go by, a look at just the
�gures from the top four IT �rms
shows that instances are rising
again after a brief pause during the
pandemic. The Sexual Harassment
of Women at Workplace (Preven-
tion, Prohibition and Redressal)
Act, 2013 (PoSH Act) was intro-
duced over a decade ago to protect
women against workplace sexual
harassment.

In Tata Consultancy Services,
110 cases were �led under the
PoSH Act in FY24, about eight
times more than what it was ten
years back. In Infosys, 98 cases
were �led in FY24, 3.3 times more
compared with FY14. In Wipro, 141
cases were �led in FY23, peaking
post the pandemic. In HCL, 55 cas-
es were �led in FY23, while bet-
ween FY18 and FY22, there were
only 58 such cases. Chart 1 shows
the number of PoSH complaints
�led in select IT companies and
the number of complaints upheld.
These companies were chosen as a
representative sample and also be-

cause PoSH data is properly main-
tained in big organisations. 

While the numbers have in-
creased over time, only a few such
cases get reported o�cially. To un-
derstand why women, in general,
especially those who are married,
avoid raising such complaints, it is
important to study the environ-
ment around them. 

For instance, only 57% of men
in India think that wives should
have an equal or greater say in
these decisions — making house-
hold purchases, visits to their fami-
ly/relatives, how to spend the mo-
ney they earn and how many
children to have (Chart 2). Only
42% of women in India are allowed
to go alone to speci�c places such
as the market, health facility and
places outside community/village
(Chart 3). In urban India, the
share is higher at 48.6%, com-
pared with 39.2% in rural areas.
Close to 23% of men agree that a
husband is justi�ed in beating his
wife if he suspects that she is “un-
faithful”. About 26% of women say
their husbands are jealous if they
talk to other men. 

Taking cues from the above da-
ta, it is important to question what
share of women — who come to
work amid lack of freedom to tra-
vel and lack power to make major
decisions on their own — will ac-
cuse a man of sexually harassing
them at their job, especially those
with a jealous and suspicious hus-
band willing to punish them. In
this context, the increase in the
numbers should be seen as a posi-
tive development as women now
have a better avenue, awareness
and courage to report, but the �-
gures should be taken with a pinch
of salt as they hide more than what
they reveal. 

Also, in May last year, the Su-
preme Court �agged lapses in the
way the PoSH Act was implement-
ed. It said many �rms have not
even constituted Internal Com-
plaints Committees and in places
which have one, members were in-
adequate or lacked representa-
tives from outside the company.

Rising cases under PoSH Act point to better reporting
However, the taboo around reporting sexual harassment in workplaces, which still exists, meant that the �gures may be just the tip of an iceberg

Khadija H. Colombowala
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

DATA POINT
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In a statement, the Ministry said India had attend-
ed the summit, and previous meetings at the NSA
level in Jeddah in August 2023 and at the Deputy
NSA level in Davos in January 2023, in line with its
desire to “facilitate a lasting and peaceful resolu-
tion to the con�ict through dialogue and
diplomacy”.

“Such a resolution requires a sincere and prac-
tical engagement between the two parties to the
con�ict [Russia and Ukraine],” the statement ad-
ded. India’s decision to attend, but distance itself
from the joint statement is in line with the govern-
ment’s policy of abstention from all resolutions at
the UN Security Council, UN General Assembly,
International Atomic Energy Agency and Human
Rights Council thus far that are critical of Russia
for its invasion of Ukraine in February 2022.

Organisers had said the invitation to India, as
well as leading countries of the Global South or
BICS (referring to Brazil-India-China-South Africa
or BRICS minus Russia), was especially important
in order to bring about a global consensus and in-
clude their concerns on food and energy security.
In a visit to India last month to press the point,
Swiss Foreign Secretary Alexandre Fasel said In-
dia and fellow BICS countries could act as “go-bet-
weens that have the trust of either side,” referring
to Russia and Western countries supporting
Ukraine.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had been invit-
ed to the Summit, where a number of world lead-
ers except U.S. President Biden, who sent Vice-
President Kamala Harris, attended, but he had de-
clined the invitation. On the sidelines of the G-7
Outreach Summit in Italy on Friday, Mr. Modi met
Mr. Zelenskyy, promising support for a peaceful
resolution to the con�ict.

India refuses to endorse
Ukraine meet statement

A
political row erupt-
ed in Maharashtra
on Sunday over al-

legations that a relative of
Mumbai North West MP
and Eknath Shinde-led Shiv
Sena leader Ravindra Wai-
kar used a mobile phone to
generate a one-time pass-
word (OTP) that “un-
locked” an electronic vot-
ing machine (EVM) during
counting on June 4.

While Opposition lead-
ers, including former Con-
gress president Rahul
Gandhi and Shiv Sena
(UBT) leader Aaditya
Thackeray, raised concerns
about the conduct of elec-
tions and lack of transpa-
rency in scrutinising EVMs,
the Election Commission
(EC) dismissed the claims
that EVMs could be ac-
cessed through OTPs.

The Vanrai Police in
Mumbai booked Mangesh
Pandilkar, brother-in-law of
Mr. Waikar, on June 13 for
allegedly using a mobile
phone at the NESCO count-
ing centre in Mumbai
North West Lok Sabha con-

stituency, which Mr. Wai-
kar won by a margin of just
48 votes. 

His rival Shiv Sena
(UBT)’s Amol Kirtikar has
challenged the result in
court.

An ENCORE data opera-
tor of the EC too has been
booked in the case which
was registered based on a
complaint from the poll pa-
nel on unauthorised use of
mobile phone at a counting
centre. 

While a newspaper re-
port suggested Mr. Pandil-
kar used a mobile phone to
unlock an EVM through
OTP, Vanrai Senior Inspec-
tor Rampiyare Rajbhar dis-
missed the claims. 

“We have just registered
the complaint over disobe-
dience, the rest is just theo-
ry. However, after checking
the phone, we have decid-
ed to send it to the Forensic
Science Laboratory [FSL]
for more clarity,” he said. 

‘Fake news’
The EC too refuted claims
that EVMs could be ac-
cessed through OTPs. Ad-
dressing the media in Ban-
dra, Returning O�cer

Vandana Suryavanshi said,
“The case is about unauth-
orised use of mobile phone
by a candidate’s aide. OTP
has nothing to do with
EVM. EVMs are standalone
machines as they are non-
programmable and have
no wireless communica-
tion capabilities. They [the
claims] are being used by a
few leaders to create a false
narrative. Counting of Elec-
tronically Transmitted Pos-
tal Ballot System [ETPBS]
happens in physical form.
Every counting sheet is

signed by all counting
agents after due diligence.”
He also warned of action
against the newspaper that
spread “rumours and fake
news”. 

The EC said the Return-
ing O�cer has issued not-
ice to the newspaper for
“spreading disinformation
about the EVM and creat-
ing doubts in the Indian
electoral system”.

Meanwhile, Mr. Waikar
slammed the Opposition.
“The Uddhav Thackeray
faction is unable to digest

its defeat and making all
the noise. I am least both-
ered. With respect to EVM
hacking, can the machines
be hacked like that? Be-
sides many had phones at
the time of counting,” he
said. 

The police said three
teams have been formed to
investigate the matter and
they will also scan CCTV
footage. The police will ac-
cess call records on the mo-
bile phone of Mr. Pandil-
kar, who had allegedly
used the phone from the
morning to 4.30 p.m., on
the day of counting. 

All phones used by EN-
CORE data operators dur-
ing counting must be sub-
mitted to the Returning
O�cer but reports suggest-
ed that this had not hap-
pened and the police will
be investigating the matter.

Opposition concerns
The Opposition raised con-
cerns about irregularities at
the polling centre and
questioned whether the EC
will release the CCTV foot-
age, put Mr. Waikar’s victo-
ry on hold, and explain the
lapses in counting. 

Mr. Aaditya Thackeray
said in a post on X, “Once a
traitor, always a traitor! The
case of the Mindhe gang
candidate from Northwest
Mumbai gets murkier, as
the gaddar [traitor] candi-
date indulges in treachery
with democracy now. Sur-
prisingly, or not, the En-
tirely Compromised-elec-
tion commission, has
refused to share CCTV foot-
age of the counting centre.” 

Senior Congress leader
and former Maharashtra
Chief Minister Prithviraj
Chavan demanded the poll
result of the Mumbai North
West Lok Sabha seat be
stayed. He said the EC must
call a meeting of all parties
and discuss the issue tho-
roughly. 

Responding to the case
against Mr. Pandilkar, Con-
gress leader Mr. Gandhi
said, “EVMs in India are a
‘black box’, and nobody is
allowed to scrutinise them.
Serious concerns are being
raised about transparency
in our electoral process.
Democracy ends up be-
coming a sham and prone
to fraud when institutions
lack accountability.” 

Row in Mumbai over ‘unlocking’ of EVM

EVMs are standalone machines that are non-programmable and

have no wireless communication capabilities, the EC says. FILE PHOTO

Mangesh Pandilkar, brother-in-law of Shiv Sena MP-elect Ravindra Waikar, booked by the police on charges of unauthorised mobile phone use at

counting centre; Opposition raises queries on ‘irregularities’; Election Commission dismisses claims that EVMs can be locked by one-time passwords

Snehal Mutha
MUMBAI

Former Minister of State
for Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology Rajeev
Chandrasekhar got into a
brief dispute with Tesla
founder and CEO Elon
Musk over the security of
electronic voting machines
(EVMs). In a post on X, for-
merly Twitter, Mr. Musk
had commented on the un-
reliability of these ma-
chines in response to re-
ports of irregularities in
EVMs in Puerto Rico.

Mr. Chandrasekhar res-
ponded that these con-
cerns did not apply to In-
dian voting machines.

Mr. Musk was referring
to a report on software is-
sues with EVMs supplied
by the American �rm Do-
minion Voting Systems,
which faced a �ood of scru-

tiny in the aftermath of the
2020 presidential elections
in the U.S. 

The company settled a
multi-million dollar defa-
mation suit brought by it
on Fox News, whose an-
chors had cast doubts on
its voting machines’
integrity.

Puerto Rico, a U.S. terri-
tory, had been holding
primary elections for gu-

bernatorial polls due in No-
vember. Mr. Musk had
said, “We should eliminate
electronic voting ma-
chines. The risk of being
hacked by humans or AI,
while small, is still too
high.”

“This is a huge sweeping
generalization statement
that implies no one can
build secure digital hard-
ware,” Mr. Chandrasekhar

responded, after the post
started making the rounds
in India. “Wrong. @elon-
musk’s view may apply to
U.S. and other places
where they use regular
compute platforms to
build Internet connected
voting machines … but In-
dian EVMs are custom de-
signed, secure and isolated
from any network or me-
dia … Electronic voting ma-
chines can be architected
and built right as India has
done.”

“Anything can be
hacked,” Mr. Musk
responded.

Mr. Chandrasekhar then
conceded that while “any
level of encryption” on a
computer system can be
broken with su�cient pow-
er, EVM integrity was “a
di�erent type of conversa-
tion,” adding “we can
agree to disagree”.

Elon Musk and former Minister Rajeev
Chandrasekhar argue on EVM security
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Former Union Minister Rajeev Chandrasekhar and Tesla founder

Elon Musk had the ti� on social media platform X. FILE PHOTO

The Indian Air Force’s �rst
multinational air exercise,
Tarang Shakti-2024, will be
held in August, and is likely
to see the participation of
10 countries, in addition to
a few others acting as
observers.

“Enriched with the Red
Flag exercise experience,
the IAF keenly looks for-
ward to hosting the partici-
pating contingents from
other countries during Ta-
rang Shakti-2024, which is
the �rst ever Indian multi-
national air exercise to be
held later this year,” the
IAF said on Sunday in a
statement on the just con-
cluded Red Flag exercise
hosted by the U.S. Air
Force.

The plan is to invite
friendly foreign countries
with whom the IAF inte-
racts regularly and has a
certain degree of interop-
erability, o�cials said. Ta-
rang Shakti was earlier
planned to be held at the
end of 2023, but got de-

ferred. The exercise is now
scheduled to be held in
two phases. 

The �rst will be held in
southern India in the �rst
two weeks of August and
the second will be in the
western sector from the
end of August to mid-Sep-
tember, o�cials said.
Some countries will parti-
cipate in both phases,
while others will join one
of the two phases, it has
been learnt.

Among the countries
sending contingents are
Australia, France, Germa-
ny, Japan, Spain, the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, the Unit-

ed Kingdom, and the
United States. Germany
will deploy �ghter jets and
also an A-400M transport
aircraft, as reported by The
Hindu earlier. The A-400M
aircraft will be on show-
case for the IAF, given that
it is a contender for the
open tender for medium
transport aircraft.

U.S. event
The Red Flag exercise,
hosted by the U.S. Air
Force (USAF) from June 4
to 14, concluded at the Eiel-
son Air Force Base, Alaska.
This was the second edi-
tion of Red Flag this year;
the exercise is hosted four
times a year by the USAF.
Apart from the IAF, this
edition saw the participa-
tion of the Singapore Air
Force, the U.K.’s Royal Air
Force, the Royal Nether-
lands Air Force, and the
German Luftwa�e. The
IAF deployed eight Rafale
�ghters, a �rst at Red Flag,
supported by IL-78 mid-air
refuellers for the transat-
lantic ferry, as well as C-17
Globemaster aircraft.

India ready to host its �rst
multinational air exercise
‘Tarang Shakti’ in August 
Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Two IAF Rafale jets being

refuelled mid-air by an IL-78

aircraft on their way to Exercise

Red Flag in Alaska. 

India and Canada agreed to
“work together” to deal
with some “very important
issues”, Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau
said on Saturday. Mr. Tru-
deau’s statement comes af-
ter he met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on the side-
lines of the G-7 Outreach
Summit in Italy.

This is the �rst time the
two have met since the Ca-
nadian Prime Minister
went public with his allega-
tions that Indian “govern-
ment agents” planned the
killing of Hardeep Singh
Nijjar, a Canadian citizen
and Khalistani separatist
wanted on terror charges
in India.

U.S. NSA visit
On Monday, U.S. National
Security Adviser Jake Sulli-
van is expected to arrive in
Delhi to discuss India-U.S.
cooperation — in strategic,
technological, and intelli-
gence areas — with his In-
dian counterpart Ajit Do-
val. The NSAs will meet for
the �rst time since the U.S.
released details of a case al-

legedly involving Indian se-
curity o�cials in a plot to
assassinate Gurpatwant
Singh Pannun, another
Khalistani separatist want-
ed in India.

The Modi-Trudeau
meeting came just a few
days before the one-year
mark since Mr. Nijjar was
shot dead outside a gurd-
wara at Surrey in Canada
on June 18, which sent bi-
lateral ties into a down-
ward spiral. Neither Mr.
Trudeau nor Mr. Modi re-
ferred directly to the inves-
tigation into the killing and
the allegations by Canada,
which the Ministry of Ex-
ternal A�airs (MEA) has

called “absurd” and
“motivated”.

“I’m not going to get in-
to the details of this impor-
tant, sensitive issue that we
need to follow up, but this
was a commitment to work
together, in the coming
times, to deal with some
very important issues,” Mr.
Trudeau told mediaper-
sons in Fasano, Italy on
Saturday.

The MEA did not issue
any statement on the ex-
change that took place just
after the group photo for
the G-7 Outreach leaders,
and was captured in a sin-
gle photo released on PM
Modi’s X account that

simply said that he had
“met” the Canadian Prime
Minister.

Both the U.S. trial on the
alleged Pannun plot and
the Canadian trial on Nij-
jar’s death are expected to
begin in the next few
months. 

MEA stand
While the MEA announced
a “high-level” inquiry into
the U.S. allegations more
than six months ago, it has
consistently refused to ac-
cept the Canadian charges.

“To date, we have never
received anything which is
speci�c and worthy of be-
ing pursued by our investi-
gative agencies, and I’m
not aware anything has
changed in the last few
days, in that regard,” Exter-
nal A�airs Minister S. Jaish-
ankar said at an interaction
in May this year, reacting to
news that Canada had an-
nounced a fourth arrest of
an Indian for Nijjar’s kill-
ing. 

He also drew a negative
comparison between the
U.S. and “another country
in the same continent, [a]
little bit to the north” (re-
ferring to Canada), on the

issue of dealing with Khal-
istani groups. According to
o�cials, India was in-
formed of the arrests, but
said that all four Indians ar-
rested have not so far re-
quested consular access.

In an email exchange,
Canada’s Foreign Ministry,
called Global A�airs Cana-
da, contested Mr. Jaishan-
kar’s contentions. “Since
Canada became aware of
the credible allegations, we
have consistently provided
all the information we can
to India on the Nijjar case,
through multiple chan-
nels,” said spokesperson
Charlotte MacLeod, in res-
ponse to a number of ques-
tions from The Hindu that
Global A�airs Canada did
not answer.

Unlike the U.S. justice
system, the Canadian sys-
tem does not reveal evi-
dence in the case prior to
the trial in “public indict-
ments”. 

Even so, several Cana-
dian media reports indi-
cate a consistent drip of in-
formation on leads that the
Royal Canadian Mounted
Police (RCMP) and the Ca-
nadian Department of Jus-
tice (DoJ) are following. 

Canada and India are committed to working
together on some ‘important issues’: Trudeau
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Shaky ties: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Canadian Prime

Minister Justin Trudeau on the sidelines of the G-7 Summit. PTI

Two employees of the Raj-
kot Municipal Corporation
(RMC) have been arrested
for allegedly making cer-
tain changes in documents
pertaining to a game zone
after a �re in the city in
Gujarat last month claimed
27 lives, police said on
Sunday.

With this, 12 persons, in-
cluding six government
employees, have been ar-
rested in the case. The city
crime branch on Saturday
arrested RMC’s assistant
town planning o�cer Ra-
jesh Makwana and assis-
tant engineer Jaideep
Chaudhary for their al-
leged involvement in mak-
ing changes in an o�cial
register after the �re.

Rajkot �re:
two held for
document
tampering

Press Trust of India
RAJKOT

The Economic O�ences
Unit (EOU) of the Bihar Pol-
ice has recovered six post-
dated cheques suspected
to have been issued in fa-
vour of some “facilitators”
demanding over ₹30 lakh
from each candidate seek-
ing the alleged leaked
question paper ahead of
the National Eligibility-
cum-Entrance Test (NEET)
for admission to under-
graduate medical courses
held last month.

“During the course of in-
vestigation, EOU o�cials
recovered six post-dated
cheques that were issued
in favour of criminals who
reportedly facilitated ques-
tion papers to the aspirants

ahead of the examination,”
Manavjit Singh Dhillon, De-
puty Inspector-General
(DIG), EOU, said on
Sunday.

Investigators are ascer-
taining details about ac-
count holders from the
banks concerned, he
added.

The EOU has so far ar-
rested 13 people, including
four examinees and their
family members, in con-
nection with the case. 

The EOU has also issued
notices to nine candidates
(seven from Bihar and one
each from Uttar Pradesh
and Maharashtra) to join
the probe, he added.

Meanwhile, the Con-
gress on Sunday said there
are “serious questions” on
the integrity of the Nation-

al Testing Agency and the
manner in which NEET is
designed and
administered.

The Opposition party
said it was hopeful that
when the new Standing
Committees of Parliament
get constituted, a deep re-
view of the NEET, NTA and
NCERT would be taken up.

Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh said
there have been concerns,
especially from Tamil Na-
du, that NEET would privi-
lege CBSE students. “Is
NEET discriminatory?,” he
posted on X. There are also
serious questions on the
integrity of the National
Testing Agency itself and
the manner in which NEET
is designed and adminis-
tered, he said.

Bihar Police recover six
post-dated cheques issued
to NEET paper ‘facilitators’
Press Trust of India
PATNA
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Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman is
likely to hold pre-Budget consultations with
industry chambers on June 20, sources said. The
Budget for 2024-25 is likely to be presented in
Parliament in the second half of July. Industry
sources said the pre-Budget consultation with
Ms. Sitharaman would be preceded by a meet
with Revenue Secretary Sanjay Malhotra on June
18. The Budget is likely to lay out the Modi
government’s economic agenda. The Minister
will have to look at measures to boost growth
without high in�ation and look for resources to
meet the coalition government’s compulsions. PTI

Nirmala to hold pre-Budget
meet with industry chambers 

INBRIEF
�

The Railway Board has set up a committee to �nd
out the reasons for the violation of speed
restrictions by train drivers at various points
between originating and destination stations,
a�ecting safety. According to informed sources,
the Railway Board acted after recent incidents in
which two train drivers violated the speed
restriction of 20 kmph on a river bridg under
maintenance and drove their trains at a speed of
120 kmph. The Railways imposes speed
restrictions for the safe operation of the trains for
various reasons such as track condition, ongoing
track repairs, old railway bridges and station yard
remodelling. PTI

Railway panel to ascertain why
drivers violate speed curbs 

I
n the wake of several
terror incidents in
Jammu in the past one

week, Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah on Sunday
reviewed the security sit-
uation in Jammu and Kash-
mir, and took stock of ar-
rangements for the
Amarnath Yatra, which
commences on June 29.

Mr. Shah directed secur-
ity agencies to replicate in
the Jammu division the
successes achieved in the
Kashmir Valley with the
“area domination plan”
and “zero terror plan”. He
said the government was
committed to setting an ex-
ample by cracking down
on terrorists through “in-
novative means”. He di-
rected all security agencies
to work in “mission mode”
and ensure quick respons-
es in a coordinated man-

ner, a statement issued by
the Union Home Ministry
said.

Since June 9, there have
been terror strikes at four
places in Reasi, Kathua,
and Doda in the Jammu di-
vision, in incidents where
nine pilgrims and a Central
Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) jawan were killed,

and a civilian and at least
seven security personnel
were injured. Jammu has
remained largely free of
militant activities in the
past two decades when
compared with the Kash-
mir Valley. Since mid-2021,
at least 26 major terror
strikes have occurred in
the Jammu region.

The Home Minister said
that the �ght against terro-
rism in Jammu and Kash-
mir was in its “decisive
phase”. He added that re-
cent incidents showed ter-
rorism had been “forced to
shrink from highly organ-
ised acts of terrorist vio-
lence to a mere proxy
war”. “We are determined
to root it out as well,” he
said.

Mr. Shah emphasised
seamless coordination
among security agencies,
identifying vulnerable
areas, and addressing the
security concerns of such
areas.

He stated that govern-
ment would leave no stone
unturned in rooting out
terrorism from Jammu and
Kashmir.

Mr. Shah said that ef-
forts of the Government of
India had yielded positive
results in the Kashmir Val-
ley, with signi�cant reduc-

tion in terror-related inci-
dents. The improvement in
the law and order situation
was re�ected in the record
�ow of tourists to the Kash-
mir Valley, the Ministry
said. The Minister appre-
ciated the security agen-
cies and the J&K adminis-
tration for the successful
conduct of the Lok Sabha
election, which witnessed
a record voter turnout in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Reviewing preparations
for the Amarnath Yatra,
Mr. Shah instructed o�-
cials to establish perfect in-
ter-agency coordination
for e�ective security arran-
gements, including a well-
established standard oper-
ating response mechan-
ism. Besides adopting
eco-friendly measures in
the management of the ya-
tra, he said it was the go-
vernment’s priority to en-
sure devotees did not face
any di�culty. 

Shah holds high-level meet to
assess security situation in J&K

Security check: Union Home Minister Amit Shah at a meeting to

review the security situation in Jammu and Kashmir on Sunday. PTI

Centre is committed to setting an example by cracking down on terrorists through ‘innovative means’, he says; the Union

Minister directs all security agencies to work in ‘mission mode’ and ensure quick responses in a coordinated manner

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Vice-President Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Sunday in-
augurated Prerna Sthal on
the Parliament House pre-
mises which accommo-
dates statues of 15 freedom
�ghters and icons of Indian
history relocated from va-
rious parts of the com-
pound. 

The Opposition had
protested against the
move. 

Several Ministers were
present at the inaugura-
tion. However, not a single
MP from any Opposition
party registered their pre-
sence. 

Mr. Dhankhar said Prer-
na Sthal was “inspiring” in
that statues of great nation-
al icons, including that of
former Deputy Prime Mi-
nister Devi Lal, under
whose mentorship his own
political journey had be-

gun, were in one place for
anyone who visited Parlia-
ment. 

Opposition leaders, ho-
wever, said the shifting of
the statues, especially
those of Mahatma Gandhi
and B.R. Ambedkar, earlier
located at prominent plac-
es on the premises, will
have an impact on the loca-
tions where leaders gath-
ered to protest against the
government.

Mallikarjun Kharge,
Congress president and
Leader of the Opposition
in the Rajya Sabha, put out
a statement explaining
why his party opposed the
move. Apart from pointing
out that the decision had
been taken unilaterally by
the government, he said it
was an attempt to tamper
with the symbolism be-
hind the location of the sta-
tues. 

“The statue of Mahatma
Gandhi in a meditative pos-
ture located right in front
of old Parliament building
held immense signi�cance
for India’s democratic poli-
ty. It is at this place that
Members often conducted
peaceful and democratic
protests, drawing strength
from their presence,” Mr.
Kharge said. 

Om Birla, Speaker of the
17th Lok Sabha, responded
to the criticism. 

“None of the statues
have been removed; they
have been relocated. There
is no need to indulge in
politics on this,” he said.

“From time to time, I
have been discussing these
issues with di�erent stake-
holders. People were of the
view that having these sta-
tues at one place will help
disseminate information
about their lives and
achievements in a better
way,” Mr. Birla added.

Amid opposition, V-P inaugurates
Prerna Sthal on Parliament premises
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Grand launch: Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar inaugurating

Prerna Sthal on the Parliament House premises on Sunday. ANI

The announcement of the
date for the election of a
new Speaker for the Lok
Sabha has set o� specula-
tion over who will occupy
the post on June 26. 

The ruling National De-
mocratic Alliance (NDA)
partners are likely to meet
on June 22 or 23 to decide
its candidate.

While the Janata Dal(U)
has said it would respect
the BJP’s claim on the post,
the Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) is speaking of a con-
sensus “NDA candidate”. 

Sanjay Raut’s overture
Matters have been compli-
cated by Shiv Sena-Uddhav
Balasaheb Thackeray
(UBT) leader Sanjay Raut,
who said the Opposition
Indian National Develop-
mental, Inclusive Alliance
(INDIA) bloc will support
the TDP’s choice if the par-
ty decided to �eld a candi-
date for the Speaker’s
election.

Mr. Raut said the Oppo-
sition’s support would be
forthcoming, apprehend-
ing alleged designs by the
BJP to break the parties of
its allies to shore up its own
numbers. 

“I hear the TDP wants to
�eld its candidate. If that
happens, INDIA bloc
partners will discuss the is-
sue and will try to ensure

that all the INDIA alliance
partners extend support to
the TDP,” he said.

He said the Opposition
should get the Deputy
Speaker’s post in accor-
dance with the rules. The
Lok Sabha did not have a
Deputy Speaker for the
past �ve years. 

Sources in the TDP told
The Hindu that the BJP
“had been consultative so
far” and it expected this at-
titude to continue. TDP
sources con�rmed that the
name of Daggubatti Puran-
dareshwari was making
the rounds, as was the
name of Bhratruhari Mah-
tab, a multiple-term mem-
ber earlier with the Biju Ja-
nata Dal (BJD) and now
with the BJP. 

“We are yet to formally
discuss it, though,” the
source said. 

The JD(U) did not have
any such misgivings. “The
position of the Lok Sabha

Speaker is the most digni-
�ed post of the House. The
ruling party has the �rst
right on the seat. The de-
mands and statements of
the INDIA bloc are objec-
tionable. We believe that
the BJP is the big party of
the NDA. I have been in the
NDA for 35 years. The BJP
never tried to break any
party. We will never try to
weaken NDA,” JD(U) spo-
kesperson K.C. Tyagi said. 

Going by the trend for
continuity with Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi re-
peating nearly all the Mi-
nisters from his previous
tenure, there is also talk
that the incumbent Speak-
er, Om Birla, could be re-
peated. “Birla-ji became
the �rst Speaker in two de-
cades to be voted back into
the Lok Sabha” a source in
the government said.

The �rst session of the
18th Lok Sabha will be held
from June 24 to July 3. 

NDA allies to meet before
Lok Sabha session to take a
call on Speaker candidate
Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

Making a choice: The first session of the 18th Lok Sabha will be held

from June 24 to July 3. FILE PHOTO 

Upbeat after its perfor-
mance in the Lok Sabha
election in Haryana, the
Congress has stepped up
e�orts to take on the BJP
government in the State,
where Assembly election is
due later this year.

The Congress has
kicked o� a campaign to
reach out to the people in
the run-up to the polls.

On Sunday, the party
launched a month-long,
State-wide workers’ confe-
rence. Through the cam-
paign, party leaders and
workers will talk to people
about its poll guarantees. It
will rake up issues such as
unemployment, in�ation,
corruption, and “deterio-
rating law and order” in
the State.

Starting the campaign in
Karnal, Leader of the Op-
position Bhupinder Singh
Hooda said the Lok Sabha
results were encouraging
and that the party was
completely prepared for
the Assembly polls.

Mr. Hooda asked the
workers to implement a
two-point action plan.
“First, highlight the fai-
lures of the BJP govern-
ment in 10 years. Second,
the work of the previous
Congress governments has
to be taken to every house
and the party’s future gua-
rantees have to be con-
veyed across the State.”

Upbeat Cong.
gears up
for Haryana
Assembly polls 

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

West Bengal Governor C.V.
Ananda Bose met several
Bharatiya Janata Party sup-
porters who were allegedly
victims of post-poll vio-
lence, at the Raj Bhavan on
Sunday.

He said he would not
meet Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee while people
like them were prevented
from meeting him.

Several BJP supporters
who said that they were
victims of post-poll vio-
lence were stopped from
meeting the Governor on
June 13 by the Kolkata Pol-
ice who claimed that pro-
hibitory orders under Sec-
tion 144 had been imposed
at the Raj Bhavan. 

The BJP supporters
were led by Leader of the
Opposition Suvendu Adhi-
kari. On Sunday, they were
allowed inside the Raj Bha-
van and they met the Go-
vernor. 

HC order
Referring to the Calcutta
High Court order in which
Justice Kaushik Chanda
had directed that those af-
fected by post-poll vio-
lence can lodge their com-
plaints by email, Mr.
Adhikari said that so far
1,025 complaints have
been sent to the Director-
General of Police. 

The Governor said that
he would try to implement
the Calcutta High Court or-
der in letter and spirit.

Meanwhile, a four-mem-
ber team of BJP MPs set up
to take a stock of post-poll
violence arrived in Kolkata
on Sunday. The team is led
by Biplab Kumar Deb and
the members are Ravi
Shankar Prasad, Brij Lal
and Kavita Patidar.

The team is likely to visit
the safe houses of the BJP
in Kolkata and adjoining
districts of the State and
meet victims of the
violence.

Governor
meets victims
of post-poll
violence in
West Bengal

The Hindu Bureau
KOLKATA

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will visit Varanasi, his
Lok Sabha constituency in
Uttar Pradesh, on Tuesday
for the �rst time after tak-
ing oath for a third consec-
utive term. 

He is expected to re-
lease the 17th instalment of

the PM-Kisan Samman Nid-
hi, amounting to over
₹20,000 crore, for 92.6
million bene�ciary farm-
ers across the country.

Income support 
The scheme, fully funded
by the Union government,
extends income support of
₹6,000 a year in three
equal instalments to all

land-holding farmer fami-
lies, with a family de�ned
as husband, wife, and mi-
nor children.

Earlier, on June 14, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yo-
gi Adityanath arrived in Va-
ranasi to review prepara-
tions for Mr. Modi’s visit.
The venue for the pro-
gramme is Mehndiganj, Se-
vapuri. Mr. Adityanath re-

viewed the Prime
Minister’s security, park-
ing, public movement, and
the routes planned.

During his visit, Mr. Mo-
di will give away certi�-
cates to over 30,000 mem-
bers of self-help groups
trained as ‘Krishi Sakhis’ to
work as para-extension
workers, supporting fellow
farmers in farm practices. 

PM to release Kisan Samman Nidhi fund
The Hindu Bureau
LUCKNOW

Celebrating a river

Devotees gathering to take a dip in the Ganga on the occasion of Ganga Dasara at the Har Ki Pauri ghat in Haridwar on Sunday. PTI

Chandra Shekhar Aazad,
Aazad Samaj Party (Kanshi
Ram) chief and MP, said on
Sunday that his party
would contest the Assemb-
ly bypolls in Uttar Pradesh.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Mr. Aazad added that there
was a political vacuum in
representation of the mar-
ginalised/deprived
sections.

The party was working
to establish itself as the
voice of such groups with
the bypolls to 10 seats be-
ing the �rst step, he said.

Aazad Samaj
Party to
contest U.P.
byelections

The Hindu Bureau
LUCKNOW

Emphasising that the new criminal laws have
been brought in after widespread consultation,
Union Law Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal on
Sunday said that the new laws will come into
force on July 1. The Minister made these remarks
on the sidelines of a conference on ‘India’s
Progressive Path in the Administration of
Criminal Justice System’ in Kolkata. The three
new laws — the Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita, Bharatiya
Suraksha Sanhita, and Bharatiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam — will replace the Indian Penal Code,
Code of Criminal Procedure, and Indian
Evidence Act. Mr. Meghwal also expressed hope
about the implementation of the Uniform Civil
Code (UCC) in the country.

New criminal laws to become
e�ective on July 1: Meghwal 
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Id-ul-Azha known as Bakri Id, Id Qurban or Qurban Baya-
rami is a Muslim festival which commemorates the spirit
of sacri�ce, said Professor Kumool Abbi. Id falls on the
twelfth month of the Islamic lunar calendar and the tenth
day of Dhu-al Hijjah and on the last day of Haj.

The festival commemorates the sacri�ce by Prophet
Ibrahim of his son Ismail to Allah. As the legend goes, The
Almighty appeared in the dream of Ibrahim commanding
him to pass the test of faith by sacri�cing his son. Satan at-
tempted to thwart him but Ismail threw stones and ousted
him away. As Ibrahim was about to accomplish the sacrif-
ice, Allah revealed himself and gave him a lamb to sacrif-
ice instead.

This festival constitutes a number of rituals and devo-
tional practices and all these relate to accepting the will of
God with forbearance, the spirit of sacri�ce and compas-
sion to all. The practice of Udhiyah takes place where Mus-
lims across the world sacri�ce some kind of livestock. The
meat from the animal sacri�ced is divided into three
parts, one for family, one for relatives and friends, and
one for the needy. Above all, Id re-emphasises the solidar-
ity of the community. Muslims across the world observe
this festival, which highlights the necessity and virtues of
compassion. 

Id, a test of faith 

FAITH
�

INBRIEF
�

The Mumbai Police have initiated a fresh case
linked to the shooting incident outside
Bollywood actor Salman Khan’s house in April.
One person has been arrested from Rajasthan on
charges of criminal intimidation, Mumbai police
said on Sunday. The accused Banwarilal Laturlal
Gujar (25) was arrested from Bundi district.
According to police, Mr. Gujar allegedly posted a
video on his YouTube channel, claiming
association with gangsters Lawrence Bishnoi,
Goldy Brar, and other gang members. The video
discussing the Bishnoi gang’s plan to kill Mr.
Khan was recorded on a highway in Rajasthan
and later uploaded on his channel. 

Salman Khan house attack:
new case registered, one held

Four persons, including a woman, are missing
after a boat capsized in the Ganga in Patna on
Sunday morning. The boat was said to be
carrying about 25 people. It overturned
mid-stream in the river during the Ganga Dasara
festival. Out of the 25 passengers, 17 were from a
family belonging to a village in Nalanda district.
Rescue e�orts began soon after the incident, and
13 persons have been brought to the shore. On
the directions of Patna District Magistrate
Shrishat Kapil Ashok, 12 members of the State
Disaster Response Force (SDRF) and 30 of the
National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) are
involved in e�orts to trace the missing persons.
The incident took place at Umanghat in Barh,
where a large number of people had gathered to
bathe on the banks of the Ganga.

Boat capsizes in the Ganga in
Patna, four persons missing 

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 

SUDOKU
�

(set by Pixie Dust)

To solve this puzzle online, 

get across to our crossword site.
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn

Across

1 Jumped when Superintendent of Police called (6)

5 In disguise, Ram went with a boater (8)

9 Neutral peacemaker's stationed around capital of Indonesia (8)

10 Suggestion from religious woman involving a church (6)

11 These are marks of significant pause after processing income
loss (10)

12 Some crazy or exciting time long past (4)
13 Small fish and fruit (8)
16 In a graceful manner Bill has a try capturing focus of visitor (6)
17 My ailment discussed in an oppressive atmosphere (6)
19 How Neo could be a Star Wars spin-o�? (5,3)
21 In Jerusalem, old man going to and fro (4)
22 Unable to slip away and marry say, one from the Melon family?

(10)
25 Kudos! You finally designed puzzle (6)
26 Control large numbers crossing Atlantic basically to reach

Edinburgh on 31st December, say (8)
27 One with a strong desire starts to tantalise husband in rather

sexy, totally enchanting robe (8)
28 Force told to stand by (6)
Down

2 Queen Nephthys sampling rounded kind of pasta (5)
3 Criminal ability to waste time and last bit of money for a cover

story (5)
4 Go out playing, welcoming beginnings of spring! Supremely

enjoyable! (7)
5 The Reverend guided tramp to union! (7)
6 Country's embroiled in a suit (7)
7 Dreamy ad about lingeries, essentially bought o� the shelf (5-4)
8 Grant gets one working instrument (9)
14 Bihar's unusual urgency to find something keeping locks in

place? (9)
15 Four divas freaking out? Shame! (9)
18 Description of a cold judge (7)
19 Cowboy took flight with revolutionary leader at last (7)
20 Girl abandoned goals to work in city (7)
23 West Asian citizen seen in Romania (5)
24 Appropriate way to cook (5)
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Three months after the Na-
tional Council of Educa-
tional Research and Train-
ing (NCERT) dropped
references of the Babri
Masjid demolition and
gave added emphasis to
the Ram Janmabhoomi
Temple movement in its
Class 12 political science
textbook, its Director, Di-
nesh Saklani, said on Sun-
day that changes were
made by experts as the
books did not want to
create “violent and de-
pressed” citizens.

Mr. Saklani said he was
not directly involved in
making the changes and
the experts did what they
deemed �t as per ‘global
practices’, of screening for
old text and revising it to
new text. He said the Babri
Masjid reference removal
was in line with the Su-
preme Court verdict. 

Three-domed structure
The latest edition of the
textbook that was intro-
duced after the changes
were announced three
months ago, does not refer
to the Babri Masjid by its
name and calls it a “three-
domed structure”. 

“The experts took a call
on what to call it or what

not to call it,” Mr. Saklani
said.

He defended the change
by saying that the NCERT
book was a “small book”,
and if some student or
anyone else was interested
in researching the topic
further they could “read
about it from elsewhere”.
“We cannot stop people
who are curious from read-
ing and researching,” he
added.

In Chapter 8, “Recent
developments in Indian
politics”, of the Class 12
political science textbook,
the existing version on
Page 136 reads — What is
the legacy of the Ram Ja-
nambhoomi movement
and the Ayodhya demoli-
tion for the nature of polit-
ical mobilisation? This sen-
tence in the revised
textbooks will read — What

is the legacy of the Ram
Janmabhoomi movement?

The NCERT said the
change was being made “to
bring the initial questions
in synchronisation with in-
ternal latest changes made
in the chapter”.

Central issue
On dropping reference to
the Babri Masjid demoli-
tion in the same chapter,
on Page 139, the existing
version reads, “Fourth, a
number of events culmi-
nated in the demolition of
the disputed structure at
Ayodhya (known as Babri
Masjid) in December 1992.
This event symbolised and
triggered various changes
in the politics of the coun-
try and intensi�ed debates
about the nature of Indian
nationalism and secula-
rism. These developments

are associated with the rise
of the BJP and the politics
of ‘Hindutva’.” 

However, the changed
version, the NCERT has
stated, will read, “Fourth,
the centuries-old legal and
political dispute over the
Ram Janmabhoomi Tem-
ple in Ayodhya started in-
�uencing the politics of In-
dia, which gave birth to
various political changes.
The Ram Janmabhoomi
Temple Movement, be-
coming the central issue,
transformed the direction
of the discourse on secula-
rism and democracy.
These changes culminated
in the construction of the
Ram Temple at Ayodhya
following the decision of
the Constitutional Bench
of the Supreme Court
(which was announced on
November 9, 2019).”

“The text on Ayodhya is-
sue has been thoroughly
revised because of the lat-
est changes brought by the
Supreme Court’s Constitu-
tional Bench verdict and its
widespread welcoming re-
ception,” the NCERT had
said in its rationale for re-
vising content in textbooks
earlier.

In another stark change,
Class 11 political science
textbook has dropped the
reference of Muslims killed
in post-Godhra riots.

‘NCERT changed Ayodhya
lessons based on SC order’

Di�erent view: Latest Class 12 political science textbook refers to

demolished Babri Masjid only as a ‘three-domed structure’. AP

Council Director Dinesh Saklani defends replaced content in Class 12 political science book saying

they were done by experts; feels that textbooks should not create ‘violent and depressed’ citizens

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Taking a serious note of
the laxity in implementing
the Aadhaar-enabled bio-
metric attendance system
(AEBAS) and some em-
ployees coming late to
work regularly, the Union
government has urged Mi-
nistries, organisations and
departments to regularly
monitor the attendance re-
ports of their employees.

Calling for disciplinary
action against those habi-
tually coming late to work
or leaving early, the Centre
said the data relating to
punctuality and atten-
dance of an employee
should be taken into ac-
count while considering
them for important assign-
ments, trainings, deputa-
tions, and transfers or
postings.

Sources in the Southern
Railway say the Depart-
ment of Personnel and
Training (DoPT) on Satur-

day communicated to the
Secretaries of Ministries
and departments that des-
pite clear instructions, sev-
eral employees had not re-
gistered their attendance
in the biometric atten-
dance system and some of
them were coming late to
work regularly.

Lax implementation
After reviewing the func-
tioning of the AEBAS and
taking a serious note of the
laxity in implementation of
the system, the Centre reit-
erated that the o�cials
should regularly monitor
the attendance reports of
their employees after
downloading the same
from the BAS portal.

Pointing out that the res-
ponsibility for ensuring
punctuality in respect of
the employees rested with
the Ministry or depart-
ment or organisation, the
advisory said all em-
ployees should mark their
attendance using the AE-

BAS without fail.
In case any employee

had not registered on the
system, immediate steps
should be taken to register
their biometric data on the
portal. For employees with
disabilities, the authorities
were told to make appro-
priate arrangements for
providing convenient and
easily accessible machines
for capturing biometrics.

The heads of depart-
ments were told to sensi-

tise their employees to
adhere to the instructions
relating to o�ce hours, late
attendance and so on.
“They should download
the consolidated report
from the portal on a regu-
lar basis and identify the
defaulters. Habitual late at-
tendance and early leaving
of o�ce should be viewed
seriously and be essentially
discouraged. Strict action
against the defaulters may
be initiated under the ex-
tant Government of India
rules.”

Face authentication
The advisory also said the
Unique Identi�cation
Authority of India (UIDAI)
had rolled out face-based
authentication applica-
tions using Android and
Apple phones. The face
authentication o�ered ro-
bust features such as faster
authentication, live loca-
tion detection and
geo-tagging.

Nodal o�cers in the res-

pective organisations were
told to con�gure personal
mobile policy in atten-
dance portal for the em-
ployees and get the geo-
coordinates fed into the
entry locations of the
o�ce.

Citing earlier instruc-
tions, the DoPT said half-a-
day’s casual leave (CL)
should be debited for each
day of late attendance, but
late attendance up to an
hour on not more than two
occasions in a month and
for justi�able reasons may
be condoned by the com-
petent authority. “In addi-
tion to debiting CL (or
Earned Leave, when no CL
is available), disciplinary
action may also be initiated
against government ser-
vants coming to o�ce hab-
itually late as it amounts to
‘misconduct’ under the
CCS(Conduct) Rules, 1964.
Early leaving is also to be
treated in the same man-
ner as late coming,” the
DoPT said.

Centre to crack down on late-coming in o�ces
S. Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

Many o�icials did not register

their attendance in Biometric

Attendance System. FILE PHOTO

Stepping in to act against
the rampant “narcotics
drugs in parcel’ extortion
scam, the Revenue Depart-
ment of the Union Finance
Ministry on Sunday ad-
vised the public to stay vi-
gilant, and stressed that
Customs o�cials never
contact individuals over
phone or by email to remit
Customs duties in private
accounts.

“Various incidents have
come to light through news
portals/social media plat-
forms of fraudulent per-
sons posing as Indian Cus-
toms o�cers cheating the
public of their hard-earned
money across the country.
These frauds are primarily
done using digital means
like phone calls or SMS,
and are focused on extract-
ing money through the

purported fear of imme-
diate penal action,” the
Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs (CBIC)
said.

The CBIC has launched
a multi-modal campaign to
spread awareness of such
fraudsters’ modus operan-
di and urged people to im-
mediately report such cas-
es on
www.cybercrime.gov.in or
its helpline number 1930.
Advising people to discon-
nect calls from people pos-
ing as courier sta� or Cus-
toms o�cials, if there is
any suspicion of fraud or ir-
regularities, the CBIC also
shared some of the com-
mon tricks deployed to

carry out such scams.
“Fraudsters posing as cou-
rier o�cials contact via
calls, text messages or
emails claiming that Cus-
toms have held a package
or parcel and requires pay-
ment of Customs duties or
taxes before it can be re-
leased,” a CBIC statement
said.

As a pressure tactic,
fraudsters impersonate
Customs/Police/CBI o�-
cials and demand payment
of Customs duty/clearance
fees for packages/gifts that
purportedly have been re-
ceived from a foreign coun-
try and require Customs
clearance,” it added. The
targeted individuals are
asked to make payments
for release of their goods,
or informed that their
package has been seized
due to illegal content such
as drugs,or violations of
Customs regulations.

‘Drugs in parcel’ ploy being
used to dupe people: Centre
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

CBIC has urged the
public to report such
cases on the govt.
website or helpline
number 1930

Jiribam will not be allowed
to go the same way as the
rest of Manipur, o�cials in
the security establishment
asserted as an uneasy calm
prevailed in the western
district after the violence
over the past two weeks.

Outsiders from both the
Kuki-Zo and Meitei com-
munities — who have been
engaged in a con�ict for
more than a year — are en-
tering Jiribam district in
large numbers, which can
potentially lead to a �are-
up in the violence, accord-
ing to o�cials on the
ground. They said several
measures have been taken
to secure communities as
well as stop outsiders.

“There is a clear direc-
tive that Jiribam will not be
allowed to go the rest of
Manipur way. No bu�er
zones will be allowed to be
set up and any ethnic vio-
lence will not be allowed to
happen,” a highly placed
o�cial said. Attempts to
snatch weapons have been
prevented and security
forces have been given per-
mission to shoot if needed,
though so far that has not
been required, the o�cial
said.

Jiribam lies along the
boundary with Assam and
National Highway 37 pass-
es through the district,
making it critical to allow
essential supplies through

to the rest of the State. Dur-
ing the recent violence in
Jiribam, a mob tried to
storm a police station but
was prevented by the Ar-
my and Assam Ri�es, en-
suring that no weapons
were snatched, the o�cial
said. 

An o�cial in the securi-
ty establishment said the
Manipur government’s de-
cision to deploy State pol-
ice commandos caused ap-
prehensions among the
people. The deployment,
by air, was done despite
objections from the Army
and Assam Ri�es. Some
communication by the
State government to the
people will help in reassur-
ing them, the o�cial said.

As of now, units from
the Assam Ri�es have se-
cured all sensitive areas in
the district, the o�cial
said. However, there are
isolated houses and it is
neither possible to secure
all of them nor is it possible
to fully seal the district
from all sides, the o�cial
added.

Security forces have in-
creased their presence in
the district, and are talking
to people across all com-
munities to prevent outsid-
ers from coming in, one of
the o�cials said. 

Meitei radical armed
out�t Arambai Tenggol
and women’s collective
Meira Paibi are blocking
their movements, the o�-
cial added.

Steps taken to stop
escalation of violence
in Jiribam: o�cials
Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI
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MONEYWISE

Contingency reserve is set up to meet
expenses during uncertain times and
unexpected expenses during normal
times. Previously, we discussed where
to park contingency reserve. To recap,
it is preferable to keep contingency
reserve in investments that are liquid
with no downside risk. That means
investing in interest-bearing
instruments. Also, it is best if you can
protect the in�ation-adjusted value of
contingency reserve. If not, you must
strive to protect at least the nominal
value of the reserve. Here, we discuss
why credit cards cannot always act as
contingency reserve and why having
some cash at home is optimal.

Natural factors
Like many, you probably use
electronic money — UPI payments and
credit cards — to meet expenses. Some
argue credit cards can act as
contingency reserve. But what if your
credit limit is full or not enough to
meet a contingency payment because
you use them for lifestyle expenses? If
you have multiple credit cards, you
may argue about keeping one credit
card exclusively for meeting such
expenses. But such expenses are not
frequent. So, if you do not use credit
card often, chances are the credit card
issuing company may reduce credit
limit on that card. Maintaining a
separate contingency reserve is
optimal to meet unexpected
expenses, especially if income stream
is volatile. 

This brings us to the next
argument. In modern world where
electronic money is preferred, why
maintain some cash at home? The
answer depends on where you live. Is
your city prone to natural disasters
such as �ash �oods and tsunami? If so,
keeping some cash at home may help.
The reason is simple. When natural
calamities happen (uncertain times),
expect the electricity, Internet service
and phone connections to be down
for a while. How then would you pay
for essentials, including food? 

Conclusion
For many, the feeling money does not
earn optimal returns is the primary
issue associated with maintaining a
contingency reserve. This is called
saliency bias. You focus on idle money
at home or the contingency reserve in
your savings account, compared with,
say, the loss-making stocks you hold in
your trading account for a long time.
Instead, think of contingency reserve
including the cash at home as a
self-insurance to protect your family’s
well-being during crisis. That may
help in you appreciating the need for
such a fund.

(The author o�ers training
programmes for individuals to manage
their personal investments)

Creating an
emergency
reserve 
THINKINVESTOR 

Think of contingency

reserve, including the cash at

home as self-insurance to

protect family’s well-being

during crisis; that may help in

you appreciating the need for

creating such a fund

Venkatesh Bangaruswamy

The insurance landscape in India has
seen a major transformation over the
last few years, thanks to the consistent
e�orts of the Insurance Regulatory
and Development Authority of India
(IRDAI) which has been e�ciently
aided by insurers turning it into a
concerted e�ort by all stakeholders.
In another landmark move, the
regulator came out with a master
circular with several consumer-centric
reforms in health insurance.

The latest reform is no claim can be
rejected due to the lack of documents.
To simplify claim process, IRDAI
mandated the necessary documents
be sought by the insurer at the time of
underwriting. Besides, the customers
of general insurers are allowed to
cancel policy anytime and be
refunded for the unexpired policy
period, while insurers can only cancel
the policy on the grounds of fraud.

Hassle-free claims
The IRDAI had earlier directed while
cashless claim must be cleared within
a three-hour limit, the decision on
cashless authorisation by the insurer
has to be made within one hour of the
claim request. The Master Circular,
which shall be reviewed every year,
also lists a number of other initiatives
taken by the regulator recently.

The IRDAI circular also mandated
all insurers should strive to achieve
100% cashless claim settlement in a
time-bound manner and ensure claim
settlement through reimbursement
mode is done only in exceptional
circumstances. It added the ratio of
reimbursement claims should be kept
to the bare minimum. This directive is
in line with IRDAI’s recent ‘Cashless
Anywhere’ directive which asked
insurers to settle claims in cashless
mode even in those hospitals not in
their list of network hospitals.

The IRDAI has asked insurers to
immediately put in place necessary
systems and procedures, by July 31. It
said if required, the insurers could put
in place dedicated help desks at
hospitals to deal with cashless claim
requests within stipulated time-frame.
Moreover, they should provide digital
pre-authorisation to policyholders to
facilitate the claims. To address this,
the IRDAI said in case the claim is not
settled in three hours, any additional
costs charged by the hospital would
be borne by the insurer from
shareholder’s fund.

Impact on sector
The only way this directive can be
implemented is through better
coordination between insurers and
hospitals. Not only operational
processes would have to be improved,
haring of medical records between
di�erent stakeholders would have to
be more streamlined to help insurer
to take a decision on the claim. 

Medical record digitisation is
already happening via the National
Health Claims Exchange, which is
facilitating a more transparent and
smooth exchange of information.

Standalone e�orts won’t be able to
achieve this. It requires a concerted
e�ort on the part of the entire
healthcare ecosystem. 

The good news is insurers have
been showing positive intent to
support the regulator in all its e�orts
to improve the insurance experience
for customers. And, hospitals would
surely get on board considering it
would ensure faster payouts for them
too. Timely settlement will eliminate
most glitches and go a long way to
better healthcare experience of
patients and caregivers.

The IRDAI added if policyholder
dies during treatment, the insurer
must immediately process the request
for claim settlement and get the
mortal remains released from the
hospital immediately. This will surely
o�er the grieving family some
semblance as they deal with a tragic
loss. The norms are consumer-centric
and prioritise policyholders’ welfare
above everything else.

This commendable move is poised
to revolutionise the health insurance
landscape, ensuring timely and
hassle-free claim settlements,
enhancing customer satisfaction, and
providing inclusive and a�ordable
health insurance solutions for all.

(The writer is Business Head, Health
Insurance, Policybazaar.com)

IRDAI
improves
health cover
experience

Siddharth Singhal

COVERNOTE

I
n May 2023, SEBI
came out with a cir-
cular that should
have alerted indivi-

dual traders in equity de-
rivatives. It said four
things: (a) 9 out of 10 indi-
vidual traders in equity Fu-
tures and Options segment
incurred net losses (b) On
an average, loss makers re-
gistered net trading loss
close to ₹50,000 (c) loss
makers expended an addi-
tional 28% of net trading
losses as transaction costs
and (d) Those making net
trading pro�t, incurred
between 15-50% of such
pro�t as transaction cost. 

It was also mentioned,
“Upon login into their trad-
ing accounts with brokers,
the clients may be prompt-
ed to read the risk disclo-
sures and shall be allowed
to proceed ahead only af-
ter acknowledging the
same” and “the risk disclo-
sures shall be displayed
prominently, covering at
least 50% of the screen”.

More than a year since,
it is time to take stock. Our
source of data is NSE Mar-
ket Pulse. In May 2023, av-
erage daily turnover (ADT)
in equity derivatives, in-
cluding stock futures,
stock options, index fu-
tures and index options,
was ₹1.62 lakh crore. In
April 2024, the ADT was
₹2.54 lakh crore.

Here are the details. In
May 2023, the share of indi-
vidual investors in equity
derivatives turnover at NSE
was 26.8% of total. In April
2024, it was 25.5%. 

A similar percentage on
a higher traded volume

means individuals are par-
ticipating more in equity
derivatives. Number of in-
dividual investors partici-
pating in NSE Futures &
Options rose from about 10
lakh in 2018-19 to about 96
lakh in 2023-24. 

‘Did not pay heed’
When we juxtapose the
message from SEBI and
this data, we may conclude
in spite of the alert, indivi-
dual derivative traders
have not paid heed. You
would be wondering what
the issue with that is.

The biggest participant
in equity derivatives seg-
ment is ‘prop’ which
means proprietary book or
trading with own funds. In
April 2024, ‘prop’ share of
equity derivatives was
58.5% of total. These are
typically brokerages or
NBFCs with own funds to
play this market. Some of
the ‘prop books’ would be
individual brokers, who
have not become as big as
to corporatise and are run-
ning as a one-man show.
These individuals are pro-
fessionals in the equity
market, they know what
they are doing. If you are a
�rst-time participant, you
may not have as much
awareness as someone do-
ing it for, say, 20 years. If
you are lured by the thrill
of it, you run not only the
usual market risks but an

additional risk, emanating
from lack of awareness.
That is, your risk is higher.

There is another aspect.
There are courses run by
in�uencers or ‘�n�uen-
cers’. These are short
courses with a nominal
fee, say ₹10,000 and adver-
tised on social media, with
the lure after the course,
you will become an expert
in equity derivatives and
can earn crores of rupees. 

Greed, fear
Markets run on greed and
fear. The in�uencers play
on your greed, that you
will be able to earn in
crores. The joke going
around in market circles is
those who make losses in
equity derivatives trading,
run these courses to make
money. If one is a success-
ful derivative trader and is
earning crores for himself /
herself, would not have the
time or inclination to run
courses. They make mo-
ney from these courses by
dint of volume i.e. a large
number of ‘students’, in
spite of low fees. And large
number of ‘students’ �ock
to it, driven by greed. 

To be noted, (a) these
courses are not approved
by Securities Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) or
any other competent auth-
ority and (b) the people
running these do not have
any license or permission

from SEBI or any other
competent authority. The
bigger aspect to note is you
get 20 years of experience
in trading equity deriva-
tives by being there for 20
years, and not by doing a
two-week course.

Let’s come to the funda-
mental aspect. Why would
you, as an individual who
is not an investment pro-
fessional, want to invest in
equity derivatives? Your
objective is, or should be,
creation of wealth over the
long term. That you can do
by purchasing equity
stocks or through managed
portfolios (mutual funds,
PMS, AIF) and remaining
invested for long. 

The purpose of the equi-
ty derivatives market is pri-
marily as a means of hedg-
ing where you continue
with stocks portfolio but
take short-term contra
views or positions by pay-
ing a margin. If you are
participating in the deriva-
tives market only, then you
are indulging in short term
speculation and not being
a long-term investor.

Conclusion
There are known and un-
known risks. When a tra-
peze artiste is doing his /
her stu�, s/he knows the
risks involved and has
been doing it for say 10
years. If you try doing that
for the thrill of it by taking
one-month training, you
are taking unknown risks.
One approach could be
keep exposure to deriva-
tives limited to a small per-
centage of portfolio. You
should not increase the ex-
posure, for years. Then
you would learn the ropes.

(The writer is a corporate
trainer (�nancial markets)
and author)

Why equity derivatives are
not for the uninitiated

Derivatives market is primarily a means of hedging; if you are participating in the derivatives

market only, then you are indulging in short-term speculation and not being a long-term investor

UNKNOWN TERRITORY

Joydeep Sen The average daily
turnover (ADT) in equity
derivatives, rose from
₹1.62 lakh crore in May
2023 to ₹2.54 lakh crore
in April 2024

In May 2023, the share of
individual investors in
equity derivatives
turnover at NSE was
26.8% of total; in April
2024, it was 25.5% 

Personal Loans
Rates and Charges Loan amount 5 lakh

Tenure 5 years

Loan amount 1 lakh

Tenure 5 years

(% of loan amount)

Name of Lender Interest Rate (%) EMI (Rs) EMI (Rs) Processing fee

HDFC Bank 10.50 onwards 10,747 onwards 2,149 onwards Up to Rs 4,999

Tata Capital 10.99 onwards 10,869 onwards 2,174 onwards Up to 5.5%

State Bank of India 11.15-15.30 10,909-11,974 2,182-2,395 1.50%(Min Rs 1,000 to Max Rs 15,000)

ICICI Bank 10.80 onwards 10,821 onwards 2,164 onwards Up to 2%

Bank of Baroda 11.10-18.75 10,896-12,902 2,179-2,580 Up to 2% (Min Rs 1,000, Max Rs 10,000)

Axis Bank 10.99 onwards 10,869 onwards 2,174 onwards Up to 2%

Kotak Mahindra Bank 10.99 onwards 10,869 onwards 2,174 onwards Up to 3%

Bank of India 10.85-14.85 10,834-11,856 2,167-2,371 0.50%-1% (Min Rs 250, Max Rs 10,000)

Canara Bank 10.95-16.40 10,859-12,266 2,172-2,453 0.50% (Max Rs 2,500)

Punjab National Bank 10.40-17.95 10,772-12,683 2,144-2,537 Up to 1%

HSBC Bank 9.99-15.00 10,621-11,895 2,124-2,379 Up to 2%

Federal Bank 11.49 onwards 10,994 onwards 2,199 onwards Up to 3%

Union Bank of India 11.35-15.45 10,959-12,013 2,192-2,403 Up to 1% (Maximum Rs 7,500)

Punjab & Sind Bank 10.75-13.50 10,809-11,505 2,162-2,301 0.50%-1%

South Indian Bank 12.85-20.60 11,338-13,414 2,268-2,683 Up to 2%

UCO Bank 12.45-12.85 11,236-11,338 2,247-2,268 Up to 1% (Min Rs 750)

IDFC First Bank 10.99 onwards 10,869 onwards 2,174 onwards Up to 2%

Bank of Maharashtra 10.00-12.80 10,624-11,325 2,125-2,265 1% (Rs 1,000-Rs 10,000)

Karnataka Bank 13.43 11,487 2,297 Up to 2% of loan amount

(Min. Rs 2,500, Max. Rs 8,500)

IndusInd Bank 10.49 onwards 10,744 onwards 2,149 onwards 1.5% -3.5%

Car Loans
Rates and Charges Loan amount 5 lakh

Tenure 5 years

(% of loan amount)

Name of Lender Interest Rate (%) EMI (Rs) Processing fee

Union Bank of India 8.70 - 10.45 10,307 - 10,735 Rs 1,000

Punjab National Bank 8.75 - 10.60 10,319 - 10,772 0.25% (Rs. 1,000 - Rs. 1,500)

Bank of Baroda 8.90 - 12.70 10,355 - 11,300 Up to Rs 2,000

Canara Bank 8.70 - 12.70 10,307 - 11,300 0.25% (Maximum Rs 2,500)

Bank of India 8.85 - 10.85 10,343 - 10,834 0.25% (Rs. 1,000 - Rs. 5,000)

UCO Bank 8.45 - 10.55 10,246 - 10,759 Nil

State Bank of India 8.75 - 9.80 10,319 - 10,554 Up to Rs 1,500

IDBI Bank 8.80 - 9.60 10,331 - 10,525 Rs 2,500

Bank of Maharashtra* 8.70 - 13.00 10,307 - 11,377 0.25% (Rs. 1,000 - Rs. 15,000)

Indian Overseas Bank** 8.85 - 12.00 10,343 - 11,122 0.50% (Rs 500 - Rs 5,000)

ICICI Bank 9.10 onwards 10,403 onwards Up to 2%

HDFC Bank 9.20 onwards 10,428 onwards 0.50% (Rs 3,500 - Rs 8,000)

Karnataka Bank 8.88 - 11.37 10,350 - 10,964 0.60% (Rs 3,000 - Rs 11,000)

Federal Bank 8.85 onwards 10,343 onwards Rs 2,000 - Rs 4,500

South Indian Bank 8.75 onwards 10,319 onwards 0.75% (Max: Rs 10,000)

IDFC First Bank 9.75 onwards 10,562 onwards Up to Rs 10,000

City Union Bank 14.45 - 14.95 11,751 - 11,882 1.25% (Min: Rs 1,000)

*0.25% interest rate concession for existing housing loan borrowers and corporate salary account holders.

**0.50% interest rate concession to borrowers with credit scores of 800 and above. Interest rate concession of 0.25% to borrowers having

credit scores of 750-799.

Rates and charges as on June 12 Source: Paisabazaar.com

Safety first: Keeping exposure to derivatives limited to a small percentage of portfolio. can help manage risk. REUTERS
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Russia on Sunday claimed its troops had captured a village in

southern Ukraine, continuing its progress on the front line against a

Ukrainian Army lacking troops and ammunition. “Units of the

Eastern forces have liberated the settlement of Zagrine in the

Zaporizhzhia region,” the Russian Defence Ministry said. AFP

Russia claims capture of village
in southern Ukraine, says Ministry 

MOSCOW

REUTERS 
X

Russian special forces freed two prison guards and shot dead six

inmates linked to the Islamic State militant group who had taken

them hostage at a detention centre in the southern city of Rostov on

Sunday, Russian media said. According to media, the hostage takers

were from Russia’s southern republic of Ingushetia. REUTERS

Russian special forces kill IS-linked
hostage takers at detention centre 

MOSCOW

AP
X

President Lai Ching-te warned cadets of Taiwan’s military academy

on Sunday that their biggest challenge was “the strong rise of

China”, which he said regards the “elimination” of the self-ruled

island as a national cause. Chinese leaders have escalated their

rhetoric recently to suggest “unification” is an “inevitability”. AFP

Taiwan President says China’s
‘strong rise’ is greatest challenge 

KAOHSIUNG

REUTERS

Sport

T
he two-day Summit
on Peace in Uk-
raine at the Bürgen-

stock resort in Switzerland
ended on Sunday with par-
ticipants hoping for an end
to the war between Russia
and Ukraine. Eighty coun-
tries and four organisa-
tions of the 100 attending
delegations supported the
�nal joint communiqué
that emerged out of the
Path To Peace Summit
looking at ways to end the
Russia-Ukraine war raging
on since February 2022.

“The ongoing war of the
Russian Federation against
Ukraine continues to cause
large-scale human su�er-
ing and destruction, and to
create risks and crises with
global repercussions,” said
the declaration that fo-
cused on the three agendas
of nuclear safety, global

food security and humani-
tarian issues. 

“All prisoners of war
must be released by com-
plete exchange. All deport-
ed and unlawfully dis-
placed Ukrainian children,
and all other Ukrainian ci-
vilians who were unlawful-
ly detained, must be re-
turned to Ukraine,” the
declaration emphasised. 

‘Diplomatic success’
Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy hailed
the diplomatic “success” of
the event, and said the
path was open for a second
peace summit, with a view
to ending the war with a
just and lasting settlement.

But he told a closing
press conference that
“Russia and their leader-
ship are not ready for a just
peace”.

Swiss President Viola
Amherd claimed that the
communique is “a strong

signal from the interna-
tional community for
peace based on interna-
tional law and the UN
Charter”. 

In their deliberations
during the opening cere-
mony and plenary ses-
sions, most of the Western
bloc leaders struck a simi-
lar note in underlining that
Ukraine was the victim
here, and peace cannot

mean surrender, referring
to Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin’s latest condi-
tions to begin negotiations
for peace. 

Russia’s absence
The elephant in the room
though remained Russia’s
absence with Mr. Putin not
invited by host Switzer-
land, leading to questions
about the e�ectiveness of

the Path to Peace Summit.
It is important to note that
Switzerland, unlike China,
India or the United States,
is also a signatory to the
Rome Statute and upholds
decisions of the Interna-
tional Criminal Court in
the Hague, which has in-
dicted Mr. Putin for alleged
war crimes. 

Mr. Putin’s presence on
Swiss soil could have paved
the path for his arrest. But
the conference did recog-
nise the need to get Mos-
cow to the dialogue table
to end the war. 

China’s stance
A day earlier, Turkish Fo-
reign Minister Hakan Fidan
in his opening remarks,
had insisted that the Sum-
mit could have been more
result-oriented if the other
party to the con�ict – Rus-
sia – had been there in the
room as he o�ered Turki-
ye’s willingness to facilitate

the process of mediation
talks. 

Many leaders are also
worried about China align-
ing with Russia and staying
out of the Swiss summit in-
stead of pulling its leverage
on Kremlin to end the con-
�ict. President Alexander
Stubb of Finland, in an in-
terview with the Finnish
Broadcasting Company,
made it amply clear. 

Meanwhile speaking to
The Hindu, Austrian Chan-
cellor Karl Nehammer
hoped that the Summit for
peace would �nd new
friends and partners in the
future, including India. He
welcomed India’s diplo-
matic participation in the
Burgenstock Summit as a
beginning and important
�rst step.
(With Agence France-Presse
inputs)
Smita Sharma is an inde-
pendent journalist based in
Delhi.

Ukraine peace summit ends with hope 

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, along with other world

leaders, at the summit in Burgenstock on Sunday. AFP

Participants stress the need to get Russia to the talks table; President Volodymyr Zelenskyy hails the diplomatic ‘success’ of the event, adding that the

path is open for a second peace summit; many leaders are also worried about Beijing aligning with Moscow and staying out of the Swiss conference 

Smita Sharma
BURGENSTOCK

Sri Lankan President Ranil
Wickremesinghe said on
Sunday that the feasibility
study on a proposal to esta-
blish land connectivity
with India is in its �nal stag-
es. 

Mr. Wickremesinghe,
who was travelling in the
northeastern district of
Mannar to inspect the de-
velopment work in the re-
gion, said that the preli-
minary work of the
feasibility study was over

and the �nal phase would
be completed soon.

This proposal and the
prospect of a power grid
connection between the
two nations are likely to be

discussed during the visit
of External A�airs Minister
S. Jaishankar to Lanka this
week.

Mr. Wickremesinghe
said a commercial venture
to sell the excess renewa-
ble energy to India would
also be discussed during
the Minister’s visit.

On Saturday, the Lan-
kan Foreign Ministry here
announced that Mr. Jaish-
ankar would arrive in Co-
lombo on June 20.

However, there was no
o�cial announcement on
Mr. Jaishankar’s visit from

India’s Ministry of External
A�airs.

If con�rmed, this could
be Mr. Jaishankar’s �rst of-
�cial standalone visit
abroad after he was ap-
pointed India’s External Af-
fairs Minister in the new
government early this
month.

Fisheries Minister Dou-
glas Devananda has been
quoted as saying in the lo-
cal media that Sri Lanka
would raise the conten-
tious issue of illegal �shing
in Sri Lankan waters by In-
dian �shermen.

Feasibility study on land connectivity with
India in �nal stages, says Wickremesinghe
Press Trust of India
COLOMBO

Ranil Wickremesinghe

At least 19 Jordanian and
Iranian pilgrims have died
while on the Haj pilgrim-
age in Saudi Arabia, auth-
orities from their countries
said on Sunday, as temper-
atures soar in the kingdom.

“Fourteen Jordanian pil-
grims died and 17 others
were missing” during the
performance of Haj rituals,
Jordan’s Foreign Ministry
said in a statement.

The Ministry later con-
�rmed the 14 had died “af-

ter su�ering sun stroke due
to the extreme heatwave”.

Iranian Red Crescent
chief Pirhossein Koolivand
separately said “�ve Ira-
nian pilgrims have lost
their lives so far in Mecca
and Medina during the Haj
this year”, without saying
how they died.

The Haj, one of the
world’s biggest religious
gatherings, is one of the
�ve pillars of Islam and all
Muslims with the means
must perform it at least
once.

Temperatures have
pushed well past 40 de-
grees Celsius during the
annual pilgrimage that
around 1.8 million Muslims
are taking part in this year.

Many of the rituals are
performed outdoors and
on foot, creating challeng-
es especially among the
elderly.

Saudi Arabia has not
provided any information
on fatalities.

But the kingdom has im-
plemented heat mitigation
measures, including cli-
mate-controlled areas. It
distributes water, and o�-
ers advice to pilgrims on
protecting themselves
from the sun.

During last year’s Haj at
least 240 people — many
from Indonesia — died, ac-
cording to �gures an-
nounced by various coun-
tries which also did not
specify causes of death.

At least 19 Haj pilgrims dead in Saudi
Arabia as extreme heatwave continues
Agence France-Presse
AMMAN

Many of the rituals
are performed
outdoors and 
on foot, creating
challenges 

Israel’s military said on
Sunday it would “pause”
�ghting around a south Ga-
za route daily to facilitate
aid deliveries, following
months of warnings of fa-
mine in the besieged Pales-
tinian territory.

The announcement of a
“local, tactical pause of
military activity” during
daylight hours in an area of
Rafah came a day after
eight Israeli soldiers were
killed in a blast near the
far-southern city and three
more troops died elsewh-
ere, in one of the heaviest
losses for the Army in its
war against Hamas
militants.

UN agencies and aid
groups have repeatedly
sounded the alarm of dire
shortages of food and oth-
er essentials in the Gaza
Strip, exacerbated by over-
land access restrictions
and the closure of the key

Rafah crossing with Egypt.
Israel has long defended

its e�orts to let aid into Ga-
za including via its Kerem
Shalom border near Rafah,
blaming militants for loot-
ing supplies and humani-
tarian workers for failing to
distribute them to
civilians.

“A local, tactical pause
of military activity for hu-
manitarian purposes will
take place from 8.00 a.m.
until 7.00 p.m. every day
until further notice along
the road that leads from
the Kerem Shalom crossing
to the Salah al-Din road
and then northwards,” a
military statement said.

A map released by the
Army showed the declared
humanitarian route ex-
tending until Rafah’s Euro-
pean Hospital, about 10 km
from Kerem Shalom.

The U.S. on Friday im-
posed sanctions on an ex-
tremist Israeli group for
blocking and attacking Ga-
za-bound aid convoys.

Daily Gaza ‘pause’ for
aid deliveries: Israel 

Agence France-Presse
GAZA STRIP

Sarthak Chavan (Pro-Stock
301-400cc Open), Raksh-
itha Dave (Girls, Stock
165cc), Abdul Basim (Nov-
ice, Stock 165cc), and
Kaushik Subbiah Ganesan
(Novice, Stock 301-400cc)
completed a double as the
�rst round of the MRF
MMSC FMSCI Indian Na-
tional Motorcyling Cham-
pionship concluded on
Sunday.

The 17-year-old Sarthak
established himself as the
top gun in the premier Pro-
Stock 301-400cc Open
class, winning both races
over the weekend in an
emphatic manner. The 15-
year-old Rakshitha com-
pleted a �ne double with a
sweeping win in Race-2. 

Similarly, Chennai teen-
ager Basim achieved a
clean sweep by winning
with as much ease as in the
�rst race. Later, Kaushik al-
so notched a double with
another �ne ride starting
from pole position.

The results (Provisional, all six
laps unless mentioned):
National Championship:

Pro-Stock 301-400cc Open
(Race-2): 1. Sarthak Chavan (TVS
Racing) 11mins, 16.788secs); 2.
Chiranth Vishwanath (TVS Racing)
(11:17.567); 3. A. Alwyn Sundar
(Gusto Racing) (11:27.870).

Pro-Stock 165cc Open
(Race-2): 1. Jagan Kumar (TVS
Racing) (12:10.176); 2. K.Y. Ahamad
(TVS Racing) (12:18.302); 3. Deepak
Ravikumar (TVS Racing)
(12:18.611).

Novice (Stock 165cc) Race-2: 1.

R.S. Abdul Basim (Rockers Racing)
(13:02.075); 2. Kamal Navas (One
Racing) (13:08.162); 3. G. Abhinav
(Chandra LGE Racing team)
(13:08.772).

Girls (Stock 165cc) Race-2 (5
laps): 1. Rakshitha S Dave (RACR
Castrol Power 1 Ultimate)
(10:58.378); 2. Ryhana Bee (Motul
Sparks Racing) (11:01.284); 3.
Jagathishree Kumaresan (One
Racing) (11:02.400).

Novice (Stock 301-400cc)

Race-2: 1. Kaushik Subbiah
Ganesan (RACR Castrol Power 1
Ultimate) (12:21.760); 2. Aldrin
Babu (RACR Castrol Power 1
Ultimate) (12:28.689); 3. Varun Patil
(Pvt.) (12:29.355).

Idemitsu Honda India Talent
Cup: NSF 250 R (Race-2) (3
laps): 1. Shyam Sundar
(05:46.716); 2. Mohsin Paramban
(05:47.106); 3. Rakshit S Dave (05:
47.806).

TVS One-Make Championship
— Open (Apache RR 310): 1. C.
Senthilkumar (11:52.043); 2. Manoj
Yesuadian (11:55.840); 3. P.
Jayanth (11:58.264).

Rookie (Apache RTR 200) Race
2: 1. Harshit V Bogar (13:26.291); 2.
C.S. Kedarnadh (13:26.499); 3. K.M.
Saranjith (13:41.518).

TVS Electric RTE (4 laps): 1.
Sarthak Chavan (07:26.459); 2.
Chiranth Vishwanath (07:28377); 3.
A. Alwyn Sundar (07:34.190).

Media (Apache RTR 200) (5
laps): 1. Karan Mathur (Auto X)
(11:31.475); 2. Praveen Kumar (Rev
Nitro) (11:31.869); 3. Akash Bhadra
(Topgear) (11:34.008).

Sarthak, Rakshitha, Basim, and Kaushik complete the double 

MOTORSPORTS

Sports Bureau
CHENNAI

Podium trio: Jagan, winner of Pro-Stock 165cc Open race, flanked by Ahamad, left, and Deepak .

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Neeru Pathak broke the
year-old girls 400m un-
der-18 National record of
former Asian junior cham-
pion Rezoana Heena while
winning the gold at the
19th National youth athlet-
ics championships in Bilas-
pur on Sunday.

The 17-year-old from
Delhi clocked 52.85s (old:
52.98s) and also quali�ed
for the under-20 Worlds
(entry standard 55.40s)
which will be held in Lima,
Peru, in August. 

Odisha’s Bapi Hansda,
who had missed the recent
under-20 Asians in Dubai,
bettered the boys’ 400m
meet record clocking 47.12s
(old record 47.58) and also

made the cut for the un-
der-20 Worlds. Rajasthan’s
Muskan broke the girls
1000m National record
(2:51.11s, OR 2:58.40). 

Record-breaking walk

Khushu Yadav, also from
the same State, rewrote the
�ve-year-old National re-
cord in girls 3000m race
walk (13:35.58s, OR
14:14.83). 

In the boys 1000m, all
the 11 who ran the race bet-
tered the 14-year-old meet
record with Delhi’s Mo-
hammed Nooruddin tak-
ing the gold in 2:28.89s
(old meet record 2:34.21). 

Jharkhand’s Parth Singh
(100m 10.68s meet record,
old 10.74) and Tamil Nadu’s
Abinaya Rajarajan (12.09s)
emerged as the fastest boy
and girl respectively. 

Neeru sets new National
mark in girls’ u-18 400m 

ATHLETICS

Sports Bureau

Top seed Luciano Darderi
of Italy eased past Sumit
Nagal 6-1, 6-2 to win the
€148,625 Challenger tennis
tournament in Perugia, Ita-
ly, on Sunday. The Indian
had beaten Spain’s Ber-
nabe Miralles 7-6(2), 1-6,
6-2 in the semi�nals.

Other results (finals): $15,000
ITF men, Hong Kong: Tomohiro
Masabayashi (Jpn) & Thntub
Suksumrarn (Tha) bt Ajeet Rai
(Nzl) & Rishi Reddy 6-3, 7-5.

$15,000 ITF women, Santo
Domingo: Raphaelle Lacasse
(Can) & Ana Zamburek (Dom) bt
Sharmada Balu & Riya Bhatia 6-3,
6-4.

Nagal �nishes
runner-up in 
the Perugia
Challenger

TENNIS

Sports Bureau

X

South Africa’s uMkhonto we Sizwe (MK) party will join an alliance of

smaller Opposition parties in Parliament in a bid to take on the

African National Congress and Democratic Alliance-led coalition

government, it said on Sunday. The MK party will join the alliance

called the “Progressive Caucus”, its spoeksperson said. REUTERS

Ex-leader Zuma’s party to join
Opposition in S. Africa’s Parliament

JOHANNESBURG 

REUTERS
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England defeated Namibia by 41 runs (DLS method) in a

rain-interrupted Group-B match in Antigua.

The scores: England 122/5 in 10 overs (Bairstow 31, Brook 47 n.o.,

Trumpelmann 2/31) bt Namibia 84/3 in 10 overs (van Lingen 33,

Wiese 27); Toss: Namibia; PoM: Brook.

England downs Namibia in a
rain-curtailed encounter

INTO THE SUPER 8

GETTY IMAGES
X

Australia beat Scotland by five wickets, a result that pushed the

latter out of contention for a Super 8 berth from Group B.

The scores: Scotland 180/5 in 20 overs (Munsey 35, McMullen 60,

Berrington 42 n.o., Maxwell 2/44) lost to Australia 186/5 in 19.4 overs

(Head 68, Stoinis 59, Watt 2/34, Sharif 2/42); Toss: Aus; PoM: Stoinis.

Stoinis and Head in �ne form as
Australia knocks out Scotland

DECISIVE BLOW

AFP
X

Namibia all-rounder David Wiese announced his retirement from

international cricket. “In terms of international cricket, I don’t know

if there’s much left in me. I’ve had a lot of good times with Namibia

and to play my last game for them possibly at a World Cup against a

world-class team like England, it just seemed like the right time.”

Wiese announces retirement 
from international cricket

BIDDING ADIEU

GETTY IMAGES
X

Smriti Mandhana heaped praise on Asha Sobhana after the

spinner’s terrific four-for against SA. “The kind of experience she

has, I don’t know what nerves will be there. It’s brilliant to see her

journey. I am happy that she was in my team,” Smriti said after

helping script India’s second-biggest ODI win at home [by runs].

It’s brilliant to see Asha’s journey,
says teammate Smriti

HIGH PRAISE

K. MURALI KUMAR

I
ndia did exceptionally
well to successfully na-
vigate a tricky

Group-A campaign in the
United States of America.

The opener against Ire-
land went along expected
lines. The big one against
Pakistan saw India use
clever tact — promoting Ax-
ar Patel up the order,
bringing Jasprit Bumrah
back into the attack when
Pakistan started to get
comfortable — to negate
the disadvantage of batting
�rst on a dicey New York
pitch.

Rohit Sharma’s men had
to dig their heels in to over-
come a gritty USA. A wash
out in the last match here,
however, left the side un-
happy. 

Un�t out�eld
The Central Broward Park
& Broward County Stadi-
um here should have wit-
nessed at least a shortened
game between India and
Canada on Saturday. The
sun was out, rain stayed
away, and yet the out�eld
was un�t for play.

India was denied match
practice which could have
been useful ahead of the

Super 8 stage in the West
Indies. For Virat Kohli —
who has made only �ve
runs in three outings — a
good knock against Canada
would have given a sense
of relief and con�dence.

India batting coach Vik-
ram Rathour expressed his
disappointment at not get-
ting play.

“We were really looking
forward to playing a game
here, especially as we were
expecting better batting
conditions than what we
got in New York. It was im-

portant for us to get a
game, but this is someth-
ing that we cannot con-
trol,” Rathour said.

The ground was not ful-
ly covered when it rained —
a lapse which led to the
wet out�eld. Asked if this
was acceptable practice at
a World Cup, Rathour said:
“This question should be
asked to the ICC. I won’t be
able to answer. 

“I don’t know the rea-
son why it was not co-
vered, and why they didn’t
have enough covers for the

whole ground. If they
would have covered it fully,
it de�nitely would have
helped.”

Concern
Kohli’s poor form is anoth-
er concern that must be ad-
dressed. The batter went
hard at deliveries and tried
to force the pace on an up-
and-down New York sur-
face, when it would have
been more prudent to play
late and close to the body.

Kohli will believe that
his timing will return in the

West Indies, where pitches
will not be as seamer-
friendly. Rathour stated
that Kohli is now hungrier
than ever to get it right.

“We have no concern at
all (about Kohli’s form). He
had been batting superbly
in the earlier tournament

(IPL 2024). A couple of dis-
missals here doesn’t
change anything. 

“Actually, it is good that
he is a little hungrier. He is
really keen to do well, and
really switched on. It’s a
good space to be as a bat-
ter.”

Rallying his troops: Rohit knows that India’s real test lies ahead. K.R. DEEPAK

A game against Canada would’ve been ideal for the side to get some match practice; Kohli’s form will be crucial in the Super 8 stage

T20 WORLD CUP

India takes �ight to the Caribbean after a
stellar show in the Land of Opportunity

Ashwin Achal
LAUDERHILL

Shaheen Afridi took three
wickets and then hit two
sixes to win the game as
Pakistan ended a disap-
pointing T20 World Cup
with a three-wicket win ov-
er Ireland on Sunday.

Ireland recovered from
a poor start to make 106 for
nine with Gareth Delany
making a 19-ball 31 and
although Pakistan wob-
bled, captain Babar Azam’s
unbeaten 32 o� 34 balls
steadied the ship and took
the side home.

The scores:

Ireland 106/9 in 20 overs (Delany
31, Shaheen 3/22, Amir 2/11,
Imad 3/8) lost to Pakistan 111/7
in 18.5 overs (Babar 32 n.o.,
McCarthy 3/15, Campher 2/24).

Toss: Pakistan.

PoM: Shaheen.

Shaheen and Babar
do it for Pakistan

Agence France-Presse
LAUDERHILL

Nervy chase: Shaheen’s sixes eased the pressure. K.R. DEEPAK

INDIA

Shafali Verma c Jafta b Klaas 7
(12b, 1x4), Smriti Mandhana c
Luus b Klaas 117 (127b, 12x4,

1x6), D. Hemalatha c Shangase b
Mlaba 12 (16b, 1x4), Harmanpreet
Kaur c Wolvaardt b Dercksen 10
(11b, 1x4), Jemimah Rodrigues c
Kapp b Shangase 17 (28b, 1x4),
Richa Ghosh c Jafta b Khaka 3
(5b), Deepti Sharma b Khaka 37
(48b, 3x4), Pooja Vastrakar (not
out) 31 (42b, 3x4), Radha Yadav c
Mlaba b Khaka 6 (7b), Asha
Sobhana (not out) 8 (5b, 1x4);
Extras (b-3, lb-1, nb-1, w-12): 17;
Total (for eight wkts. in 50 overs):
265.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-15 (Shafali, 3.2 overs), 2-32
(Hemalatha 8.2), 3-55
(Harmanpreet, 11.2), 4-92
(Jemimah, 20.2), 5-99 (Richa,
21.5), 6-180 (Deepti, 37.1), 7-238
(Smriti, 46.1), 8-252 (Radha, 48.5).

SOUTH AFRICA BOWLING

Khaka 10-0-47-3, Klaas 10-0-51-2,
Dercksen 10-0-60-1, Mlaba
8-0-38-1, Shangase 10-0-54-1,
Bosch 2-0-11-0.

SOUTH AFRICA

Laura Wolvaardt b Renuka 4 (4b,

1x4), Tazmin Brits c Radha b
Deepti 18 (31b, 3x4), Anneke
Bosch lbw b Pooja 5 (13b, 1x4),
Sune Luus lbw b Deepti 33 (58b,

4x4), Marizanne Kapp c
Harmanpreet b Asha 24 (39b, 1x4,

1x6), Annerie Dercksen run out 1
(12b), Nondumiso Shangase lbw
b Radha 8 (24b, 1x4), Sinalo Jafta
(not out) 27 (30b, 4x4), Masabata
Klaas c Radha b Asha 1 (5b),
Nonkululeko Mlaba b Asha 0 (3b),
Ayabonga Khaka c Richa b Asha 0
(7b); Extras (lb-1): 1; Total (in 37.4
overs): 122.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-4 (Wolvaardt, 0.4 overs), 2-21
(Bosch, 5.2), 3-33 (Brits, 10.1),
4-72 (Kapp, 21.3), 5-74 (Dercksen,
23.4), 6-92 (Luus, 28.3), 7-103
(Shangase, 32.5), 8-120 (Klaas,
35.3), 9-120 (Mlaba, 35.6).

INDIA BOWLING

Renuka 7-0-30-1, Pooja 4-1-11-1,
Deepti 6-0-10-2, Radha 10-0-32-1,
Asha 8.4-2-21-4, Harmanpreet
2-0-17-0.

Toss: India; PoM: Smriti.

India won by 143 runs.

SCOREBOARD

�

Smriti Mandhana’s splen-
did 117 (127b, 12x4, 1x6) —
her sixth ODI century and
�rst at home — carried In-
dia to a thumping 143-run
victory over South Africa
in the �rst of three 50-over
Internationals at the M.
Chinnaswamy Stadium
here on Sunday.

Opting to bat, India
made 265, a �ne recovery
after being 99 for �ve at
one stage. South Africa
never looked like chasing
the total, folding for 122 as
debutant leggie Asha Sob-
hana, 33, �nished with
four wickets (8.4-2-21-4).

Skipper Laura Wol-
vaardt was dismissed in
the very �rst over, with Re-
nuka Singh getting one to
nip back and clip the top of
o�-stump. Pooja Vastrakar
trapped Anneke Bosch in
front before o�e Deepti
Sharma forced Tazmin
Brits to slice to point. 

Marizanne Kapp resist-
ed (24, 39b, 1x4, 1x6), but
Asha �oated one wide and
had her caught by Har-
manpreet Kaur at cover.
Annerie Dercksen and
Sune Luus (33, 58b, 4x4)
soon followed Kapp and
the contest was as good as
over.

The lone bit of worry for
India was the injury to Poo-
ja, who went o� the �eld in
the 18th over after seem-
ingly hurting her left knee.
Smriti, in the post-match
press conference however,

said it could just be a case
of cramps.

Earlier, during an after-
noon when the sun played
hide and seek, the visiting
bowlers found some swing
in the air and some pur-

chase o� the wicket. And
the trio of Shafali Verma,
D. Hemalatha and Harman-
preet was duly out trying
the expansive.

Smriti, though, es-
chewed gushy shot-making
and waited to execute
some exquisite cover-
drives, pitch-perfect pulls
and a couple of smart loft-
ed strokes. The 27-year-old
put on 37 runs with Jemi-
mah Rodrigues (17, 28b,

1x4), 81 with Deepti Shar-
ma (37, 48b, 3x4) and 58
with Pooja (31 n.o., 42b,
3x4). The half-century took
61 balls and the hundred
116, with the six over mid-
on o� medium-pacer Ma-
sabata Klaas to move from
93 to 99 her best shot.

South Africa didn’t help
itself with some below par
ground �elding. It also con-
ceded 17 extras to just one
from India.

Smriti’s century powers India to a massive win
SA IN INDIA

N. Sudarshan
BENGALURU

Smart batting: Smriti eschewed gushy shot-making and waited to

execute her strokes. K. MURALI KUMAR 

Italy recovered from con-
ceding the quickest goal in
European Championship
history — after just 23 se-
conds — to open its title de-
fence with a 2-1 win over
Albania on Saturday.

Nedim Bajrami pounced
on a throw-in by Italy left
back Federico Dimarco
that failed to reach team-
mate Alessandro Bastoni,
before taking a touch and
smashing a rising shot in-
side the near post.

Within 16 minutes, the
Italians were ahead as Bas-
toni headed in Lorenzo
Pellegrini’s cross in the 11th
and then Nicolo Barella
struck home a �rst-time
shot from the edge of the
area.

On Sunday, substitute
Wout Weghorst snatched
an 83rd-minute winner as
the Netherlands fought its
way back to beat Poland 2-1
in the Group D opener.

Weghorst had barely
been on the �eld when he
�nished an expert pass
from Nathan Ake to secure
a deserved three points.

Poland shocked with a
16th-minute header from
striker Adam Buksa.

A deserved Dutch equal-
iser came 13 minutes later
as Cody Gakpo’s shot took
a de�ection o� Bartosz Sa-
lamon. 

The results: Group B: Italy 2
(Bastoni 11, Barella 16) bt Albania
1 (Bajrami 1).

Group C: Slovenia 1 (Janza 77)
drew with Denmark 1 (Eriksen
17).

Group D: Poland 1 (Buksa 16)
lost to Netherlands 2 (Gakpo 29,
Weghorst 83).

Italy and the Netherlands
�ghtback for opening wins

Super sub: Weghorst, left, scores moments after coming on for the Dutch against Poland. AP

Associated Press
DORTMUND
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Malaysian Lee Zii Jia outlasted Japan’s Kodai
Naraoka in the men’s singles �nal to be crowned
Australian Open badminton champion, while Aya
Ohori of Japan clinched the women’s title, in
Sydney on Sunday. World No. 8 Zii Jia took
advantage to upset his sixth-ranked opponent
21-19, 11-21, 21-18, while Ohori triumphed with a
gutsy 17-21, 21-19, 21-16 come-from-behind win
over Indonesian teenager Ester Nurumi Tri
Wardoyo.

Zii Jia and Ohori crowned
Australian Open champions

INBRIEF
�

Euro 2024: Sony Sports Ten 2, 3, 5 (SD & HD) & LIV, 6.30, 9.30
p.m. & 12.30 a.m. (Tuesday)

T20 World Cup: Star Sports 1, 2 (SD & HD) & Hotstar, 8 p.m. &
6 a.m. (Tuesday)

LIVE TELECAST

�

Ferrari won a wild and wet 92nd edition of the Le
Mans 24 Hours race on Sunday. Nicklas Nielsen
took the chequered �ag after a vintage and
gruelling race, the Dane sharing driving duties in
the Italian constructor’s No. 50 car with Italian
Antonio Fuoco and Spaniard Miguel Molina.
Toyota took second with Ferrari’s No. 51, which
triumphed last year, completing the podium.

Ferrari wins second straight
Le Mans 24 Hours race

Gretchen Walsh shattered the 100m butter�y
world record on Saturday, clocking 55.18 seconds
in the semi�nals at the US Olympic swimming
trials in Indianapolis. The US collegiate standout
gunning for a Paris Olympics berth broke the
record of 55.48 set by Sweden’s Sarah Sjoestroem
at the 2016 Rio Olympics. Meanwhile, Katie
Ledecky quali�ed for her fourth Olympics with a
victory in the 400m freestyle.

Gretchen Walsh sets 100m
butter�y World record

Australian top seed Alex De Minaur defeated
American Sebastian Korda 6-2, 6-4 to win the
’s-Hertogenbosch grass-court Wimbledon
warm-up on Sunday. The straight-sets win in the
Netherlands ensured the 25-year-old will reach a
career-high world ranking of seven. 

de Minaur clinches
’s-Hertogenbosch title

T
he European cham-
pionship is the one
title that has evad-

ed the French since Didier

Deschamps became coach
in 2012. France and Kylian
Mbappe are on a mission
to round o� their trophy
cabinet as they begin their
Euro 2024 campaign
against Austria on Monday.

Runner-up as host in
2016, when it agonisingly
lost the �nal in extra time
to Portugal. Deschamps's
side went out of the de-
layed Euro 2020 in the last
16, squandering a 3-1 lead
before losing on penalties
to Switzerland.

"Whatever happens, he
has left an indelible mark
on the French national

team," Mbappe said of Des-
champs in an interview
with regional daily Ouest-
France. 

"Now if he wants to
make a bit more history we
need to do something this
summer, because the Eu-
ros is the only thing he is
missing as a coach."

France is arguably the
standout candidate to lift
the trophy on July 14 in
Berlin.

The French have not ful-
ly convinced in recent out-
ings, including a goalless
draw with Canada last wee-
kend. 

Nevertheless, there are
explanations for that and
there is hope Les Bleus will
�nd their best form in Ger-
many. Deschamps has
been making tactical ad-
justments which always re-
quire time to be assimilat-
ed. 

Di�erent look
There is something of a dif-
ferent look to France's left
side, with Theo Hernandez
likely to play in an ad-
vanced full-back role be-
hind Marcus Thuram.

The Inter Milan forward
is set to start on the �ank

with Mbappe through the
middle, with Olivier Gi-
roud no longer a starter.

Then there is the return
of N'Golo Kante, now aged
33 and playing in Saudi
Arabia. He missed the 2022
World Cup with injury but
was recalled by Des-
champs after two years out
of the fold and is set to start
against Austria.

His experience, and that
of Giroud, could prove cru-
cial in a young squad fea-
turing 11 players aged 25 or
under.

"I am full of excitement,
nostalgia and desire. The

main objective is to have
the best competition possi-
ble," said Giroud as he pre-
pares for his last major
tournament. 

There are questions
about their central de-
fence, but William Saliba is
aiming to cement himself
in the eleven on the back of
a stellar club season.

"We are all relaxed. Our
ambitions have not
changed. Just because we
are calm it doesn't mean
we are going to win the Eu-
ros, but we'll do everything
we can," said winger King-
sley Coman.

Whatever happens, he has left an indelible mark on the French national team; Now if he wants to make a bit more history we need to do something

this summer, because the Euros is the only thing he is missing as a coach, says Mbappe

Will France �nd the missing piece to
complete Deschamps’ cabinet at last?

Leading by example: Newly-named captain Mbappe will hope to recreate his multiple World Cup

heroics to take France to its third triumph. AP

Agence France-Presse
DUSSELDORF

Slovenias Timi Max Elsnik
said the success of other
sporting compatriots like
two-time Tour de France
champion Tadej Pogacar
and NBA star Luka Doncic
gives the team plenty of
motivation going into Euro
2024.

Olimpija Ljubljana mid-
�elder Elsnik is one of
three home-based players
in the squad as Slovenia re-
turn to the European
Championship for the �rst
time since making their de-
but at the tournament 24
years ago.

“Slovenia is a phenome-
non when it comes to
sports,” said Elsnik. “Foot-
ball maybe wasn’t the most
important sport the last
couple of years, but we
have reached the Euros
and maybe it will rejoin
other sports in Slovenia
again.”

Slovenia have also
played at two World Cups --
in 2002 and 2010 -- and are
aiming to spring a surprise
over Denmark in their
opening game in Stuttgart
on Sunday.

“The number of messag-
es you get, the faces of peo-
ple in the street show eve-
rything, the Euros mean a

lot to the people,” said Els-
nik. “Slovenia is a small
country and every sporting
success is important for
the country.”

They will also face Ser-
bia and England in a chal-
lenging Group C, but Els-
nik insists they are not in
Germany just to make up
the numbers.

Slovenia looks to fellow
athletes for inspiration
Agence France-Presse
STUTTGART

Means business: Elsnik insists that Slovenia is not there just to

make up the numbers. GETTY IMAGES

Ukraine will look to back up
its most successful cam-
paign to date, having
reached the quarter�nals at
Euro 2020, by beating Ro-
mania in its group opener
in Munich on Monday.

Ukraine earned a reputa-
tion as comeback kings in
the playo�s as a late goal
saw it come from behind to
beat both Bosnia-Herzego-
vina 2-1 in the semi�nal,
and then Iceland

Romania impressed in
qualifying, sailing through
unbeaten to top a group
that also contained Switzer-
land and Israel. Edward Ior-
danescu will become the
�rst coach to lead a Roma-
nia team at a European
Championship since his
father Anghel in 2016.

Ukraine left-back Vitaliy
Mykolenko injured his an-
kle in the last warm-up

match before the tourna-
ment but coach Serhiy Re-
brov is hopeful it is not se-
rious. Should Mykolenko
not recover in time he will
likely be replaced by Olek-
sandr Zinchenko, who
plays as left back for Arse-
nal but more often in mid-
�eld for the national side.

Romania has not
reached the knockout stag-
es in 24 years, since losing
2-0 to eventual runner-up
Italy in the quarter�nals at

Euro 2000. Romania sur-
prised England at that tour-
nament, beating it 3-2 in the
group stage. That is Roma-
nia's only win at a Euro-
pean championship, hav-
ing drawn �ve matches and
lost its other 10.

The teams have met six
times before, but never at a
major tournament. Roma-
nia has a slight edge with
three wins to Ukraine's two,
but the last of those was
more than 20 years ago.

Ukraine will want to start
strong against Romania
Associated Press
MUNICH

Beacon of hope: War-torn Ukraine will want to give fans back home

something to cheer about. AFP

The Indian women’s team �nished �fth and the
men’s out�t took the sixth place in the Asian
team squash championships, which concluded at
Dalian (China) on Sunday. The women defeated
Iran 2-0 in the match to decide the �fth and sixth
positions while the men lost to South Korea 1-2.

The results: 5-6 positions: Men: India lost to South Korea

1-2 (Velavan Senthilkumar bt Jeongmin Ryu 11-5, 11-1, 11-4;
Suraj Kumar Chand lost to Minwoo Lee 11-7, 11-13, 9-11, 8-11;
Om Semwal lost to Jooyoung Na 9-11, 6-11, 9-11).
Women: India bt Iran 2-0 (Rathika Suthanthira Seelan bt
Fereshteh Eghtedari 11-5, 11-9, 11-7; Pooja Arthi Raghu bt
Parmin Nekopayantak 11-5, 11-7, 12-10).

Indian women �nish �fth,
men sixth in Asian squash

Asian Games team bronze
medallist archer Bhajan
Kaur claimed a gold medal
to help India earn a re-
curve women’s individual
quota place in the Final
Olympic Quali�er in Anta-
lya, Turkey, on Sunday.

Even as the seasoned se-
cond-ranked archer Deepi-
ka Kumari, who received
two byes, lost her �rst
match to Azerbaijan’s Yay-
lagul Ramazanova 6-4, the
third-ranked Bhajan and
the ninth-placed Ankita
Bhakat reached the quar-

ter�nals to ensure a wo-
men’s berth in Paris 2024.

As the event o�ers only
one individual quota place
to a country, India secured
the slot through the higher-
ranked Bhajan’s �ne
performance.

The 18-year-old Bhajan
got two byes and beat Mon-
golia’s Urantungalag Bish-
indee 6-2, Slovakia’s Ursa
Cavic 7-3 and Poland’s Wio-
leta Myszor 6-0 to achieve
the �rst target of entering
the quarter�nals. Then she
continued her good touch
to get past Moldova’s Alex-
andra Mirca 6-2 in the sem-
i�nals and Iran’s Mobina
Fallah 6-2 in the �nal.

Ankita, who also got two

byes, defeated Israel’s
Shelley Hilton 6-4 and Mi-
kaella Moshe 7-3 and Phi-
lippines’ Gabrielle Monica
Bidaure 6-0 to enter the
quarter�nals before com-
ing up short against Mobi-
na 6-4.

Indian men and wo-
men’s teams had lost early
to miss out on team quo-
tas, which would have al-
lowed the country to �eld
three men and as many
women in the Olympics.

However, both teams
have another chance to
qualify through the world
rankings as they are placed
at the top among the coun-
tries which have not se-
cured team quotas yet.

Bhajan wins gold, helps earn
recurve women’s individual
quota in the Antalya quali�er 

ARCHERY

Sports Bureau
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T
est cricket remains in
danger and power-
house India has a

“leadership role to play” in
ensuring the �ve-day game
not just survives but thrives
in smaller regions like the
West Indies, said CWI CEO
Johnny Grave.

Grave, who joined Cricket
West Indies (CWI) back in
2017, lauded the BCCI’s un-
wavering commitment to
Test cricket despite a gruell-
ing calendar but said more
needs to be done at the ICC
level to protect the red-ball
game outside the big three
comprising India, England
and Australia.

Only the big three out of
the nine competing ICC full
members will play a �ve-
match series in the 2023-
2025 World Test Champion-
ship cycle. Three full mem-
bers — Ireland, Afghanistan
and Zimbabwe — have never
been part of the champion-
ship introduced in 2019.

Grave, currently busy
with co-hosting the T20
World Cup, spoke his mind
on future of the game and
the role he expects the BCCI
to play.

“India have a leadership
role to play. They’re now the
number one board when it
comes to power, in�uence,
and resources. To date,
they’ve been fantastic in
how they’ve continued to
play all three formats of the
game, their commitment to
Test cricket. I don’t think it
has ever been as strong as it
is now,” said Grave.

With the ICC being a
members’ body, the BCCI’s
stance on any subject carries
huge signi�cance. Is it doing
enough in the leadership
role? 

“I think they are. They’re
becoming increasingly in-
�uential in the key decisions
that the ICC makes. The
BCCI were hugely supportive
in one of the biggest things
the ICC have achieved in the
last 12 months, which is get-

ting cricket back into the
Olympics.

“The fact that India came
on board and supported that
bid was absolutely, in my
opinion, crucial for the re-
sult that the ICC got, which
was the acceptance of crick-
et into the LA Games.

“And we’re already seeing
from the associate world in
particular, that being an
Olympic sport has a very big
impact on them positively in
terms of how they can get
money from government,
get money from the Olympic
associations to drive the
game at all levels,” he said re-
ferring to the sport’s return
to the Summer Games after
128 years.

India has toured the West
Indies thrice in the last �ve
years, providing a massive �-
nancial boost to the CWI,
which depends on media
rights money from Indian
and English broadcasters to
keep the game a�oat in the
Caribbean.

As of now, series in the
WTC cycle are staged like bi-
lateral rubbers with the
home board pocketing all
broadcast revenues and the
visiting teams having to pay
for their own travel.

Grave wants the ICC to
centralise at least the travel
costs as the West Indies have
to spend the most in criss-
crossing the world. 

“We have to have a league
mentality that we’re all in it
together as the Test playing
nations. And I think the
World Test Championship is
a start to that. I think it’s
gaining some momentum. I
think it can be improved.

“Centralise �ights and ac-
commodation within the
World Test Championship
and take on those costs as
the costs of the league rather
than placing all that burden
on the participating teams as
we’re so negatively disad-
vantaged by that,” said the
CWI CEO.

In Grave’s words, the CWI
has not been in a better
place �nancially after multi-
ple tours from India and En-
gland in the post-COVID era.
The T20 World Cup, which is
the �rst ICC men’s event
held in the Caribbean since
2010, will also add to the
co�ers of CWI which gener-
ates an annual revenue of
$50 million.

The six chosen venues
needed urgent renovation
for being World Cup ready
and that has been done at a
cost of $50 million approxi-
mately, with half of them
spent on the Kensington
Oval in Barbados, where the
�nal will be staged.

“It’s been 14 years since
we hosted our last men’s
event. And it’s hugely impor-
tant (that we get to host

world events).
“...(building infrastruc-

ture) It’s a huge part of host-
ing a World Cup because the
legacy of that means that the
six grounds that are hosting
or playing hosts for this
World Cup will have facilities
that we, Cricket West Indies
and our home boards, can
bene�t from for hopefully
the next decade,” he said
The West Indies are co-host-
ing the T20 showpiece with
USA and going forward,
more world events will be
jointly hosted and not just by
the big three, as it has been
the case in the last 10 years.

“We made the point that
we think there should be
more equal revenue sharing
of ICC distributions (India
gets the lion share of that).
And part of that equality was
the spreading around the
men’s events.

“Some of the bigger host
countries could be making a
hundred million US dollars
from hosting a men’s events
based on the revenues that
they would keep. And, there-
fore, it’s another way in
which if you’re not spread-
ing around those events, that
the few nations that do host
are bene�ting more than
others, as well as getting the
on�eld home advantage and
playing in home conditions
that they should know better
and be able to adapt better.

Grave calls on the ICC to centralise �ights and accommodation within the World Test Championship

and take on those costs rather than placing the entire burden of travel on the participating teams

CRICKET

For Test cricket to thrive,
India has leadership role to
play: CWI CEO Johnny Grave

Press Trust of India
BRIDGETOWN (BARBADOS)

The orchestrator: Grave, seen with Walsh (left), credits India for being instrumental in bringing cricket 

back into the Olympic Games. FILE PHOTO

Andy Murray was on Sunday
named as one of the four British
singles players for the Paris Olym-
pics, which will be his �fth Summer
Games.

Murray, who said he intends to
retire later this year, was granted
an ITF place to compete at the
French Open at Roland Garros des-
pite his lowly singles ranking of 97
due to being a former Grand Slam
winner and Olympic gold medal-
list. 

Raducanu in the mix
Team GB was also noti�ed on
Thursday that 2021 US Open cham-
pion Emma Raducanu would be in
the mix for an ITF place, but she
turned down the chance due to the

multiple changes in surface over
the coming weeks and after only re-
cently returning from a lengthy in-
jury lay-o�.

Murray, who won the Olympic
gold at London 2012 and Rio in
2016, is one of four male singles
players selected alongside Jack
Draper, Cameron Norrie and Dan
Evans, with Katie Boulter the sole
female participant for Great
Britain.

Joe Salisbury and Neal Skupski
will represent Team GB in the
men’s doubles and the pairing of
Murray and Evans have been nom-
inated for an additional space in
that competition, which will be de-
termined by the ITF on June 25.

Great Britain’s Andy Murray 
set for his �fth Olympics

Murray. GETTY IMAGES

TENNIS

Agence France-Presse
LONDON

�

Murray, who won the Olympic gold at
London 2012 and Rio in 2016, is one of four
male singles players selected alongside
Draper, Norrie and Evans, with Boulter the
sole female participant for Great Britain

All-rounder Angelo Math-
ews admitted that “we’ve
let the entire nation down”
as Sri Lanka su�ered a �rst-
round exit at the T20
World Cup. “First of all
we’ve let the entire nation
down and we are really
sorry because we’ve also
let ourselves down. We
never expected this,” said
Mathews.

“We never expected
this. We came across a lot
of challenges but those are
not something to sort of
worry about, but it’s unfor-
tunate that we didn’t make
the second round.”

Mathews played a key
role in his country’s 2014
World Cup victory, scoring
40 runs in the semi-�nal
against West Indies and
taking 1-25 in the six-wicket
win over India in the �nal
at Dhaka.

Sri Lanka will have just
pride at stake when they
meet the Dutch on Sunday.
Mathews, who will be play-
ing in his 90th T20I, insists
his team won’t under-esti-
mate Netherlands.

We have let
the nation
down, says
Mathews

Agence France-Presse
GROS-ISLET
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B
ryson DeCham-
beau reeled o� �ve
birdies in 10 holes

to seize command of the
US Open, grabbing a three-
stroke lead after Saturday’s
third round at a punishing
Pinehurst.

Only eight players were
under par after 54 holes as
the perils of the 7,548-yard
layout took a toll, dome-
shaped elevated greens
with dirt and weeds waste
areas crushing many
hopes.

Double bogey
DeChambeau, the 2020 US
Open winner and last
month’s PGA Champion-
ship runner-up, made bo-
gey at the fourth, then un-
leashed his birdie blitz. 

After a double-bogey at
16, he sank a birdie putt
from just inside 12 feet at
the par-3 17th and parred

18. “Amazing. Made a lot of
great putts,” DeChambeau
said. “Pleased with how I
struck it for the most part.
Got to work on that just a
little bit, but I feel pretty
con�dent over the tee
shots.”

Four-time Major winner
Rory McIlroy, trying to
snap a 10-year Major win
drought, and Matthieu Pa-
von, trying to become the
�rst Frenchman to win a
Major since 1907, each shot
69 to share second on 206
along with ninth-ranked
American Patrick Cantlay,
who �red a 70, aided by a
19-foot birdie putt at 17.

Japan’s Hideki Matsuya-
ma, the 2021 Masters
champion, �red a 70 to
share �fth on 208 with
Sweden’s sixth-ranked
Ludvig Aberg, who led af-
ter 36 holes before strug-
gling to a 73.

DeChambeau made a
six-foot birdie putt at the
par-5 �fth, added a 12-foot
birdie putt at the seventh, a
seven-foot birdie putt at
the par-5 10th and a birdie

putt from just beyond 13
feet at 11 to leap into the
lead.

DeChambeau curled in
a nine-foot birdie putt at 14
but stumbled at 16, need-
ing four to reach the green,
but answering the double
bogey with the birdie at 17.

“When that pressure is
on and I execute like I
know how I can, there’s no
better feeling in the
world,” DeChambeau said.

Top-ranked Scottie
Sche�er was 13 strokes
adrift, the huge pre-event
favorite �ring a 71 to stand
on six-over 216 through 54
holes.

Leading scores (after three

rounds): 203: Bryson
DeChambeau 67-69-67.

206: Matthieu Pavon 67-70-69,
Rory McIlroy 65-72-69, Patrick
Cantlay (USA) 65-71-70.

208: Hideki Matsuyama 72-66-70,
Ludvig Aberg 66-69-73.

209: Tyrrell Hatton 68-71-70,
Tony Finau 68-69-72.

210: Collin Morikawa 70-74-66,
Corey Conners 69-70-71, Kim
Joo-hyung 71-68-71.

Four-time Major winner McIlroy, Pavon, and Cantlay share second place

DeChambeau leads
by three strokes
after a birdie spree

On a roll: Former champion DeChambeau came up with five birdies in 10 holes. AP

US OPEN GOLF

Agence France-Presse
PINEHURST

Experienced Indian pad-
dlers A. Sharath Kamal and
Manika Batra were on Sun-
day retained by their res-
pective franchises for the
upcoming edition of Ulti-
mate Table Tennis (UTT) to
be held in Chennai from
August 22 to September 7.

Sharath will continue to
represent last season’s run-
ner-up side Chennai Lions,
while Manika will play for
Bengaluru Smashers.

Defending champion
Goa Challengers has re-
tained Harmeet Desai, who
played a pivotal role in its

success last season, while
G. Sathiyan will continue
with Dabang Delhi TTC.

U Mumba TT has also
extended its association

with talented youngster
Manav Thakkar for yet
another season.

The tournament will be
an eight-team competition

for the �rst time, with Ah-
medabad SG Pipers and
Jaipur Patriots being the
latest additions.

The six existing fran-
chises were allowed to re-
tain one Indian player,
with Puneri Paltan TT de-
ciding not to retain
anyone.

Newcomers SG Pipers
and Patriots will select a
player of their choice in the
opening round of the
player draft. The �rst
round will have only three
picks.

All eight franchises have
selected a foreigner and an
Indian coach from the
coach draft and will now

be focusing on building a
six-player squad, which
will have four Indians and
two foreigners — one male
and one female.

With the arrival of the
two new sides, the tourna-
ment format changes as
the eight teams will now be
split into two groups of
four each.

Each franchise will play
�ve ties during the league
stage, facing the other
three teams within their
respective group and two
randomly selected teams
from the other group once.

The top two teams from
each group will then quali-
fy for the semi�nals.

Sharath Kamal and Manika Batra retained by
their respective teams in Ultimate Table Tennis

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Sharath and Manika. FILE PHOTOS: M. VEDHAM & PTI

Bryson DeChambeau has
gone from being a bulked-
up long driver to become a
more all-round golfer and
�nds himself in position to
win his �rst Major title
since the switch.

DeChambeau, the 2020
US Open winner, �red a
three-under 67 to grab a
three-stroke lead after Sa-
turday’s third round of the
US Open, handling Pine-
hurst with putting preci-
sion and strategic thinking.

It’s a far cry from four
years ago, when he won
his �rst Major crown with
huge muscles and weight
work, with the idea to bash
the ball as far as possible,
then turn the distance
edge into birdies and
victories.

“Just thinking back
three years ago, the land-
scape was a lot di�erent. I
tried to show everybody
who I was. I didn’t do it the
right way and could have
done a lot of things better,”
DeChambeau said.

“I’m lucky enough to
have a great team around
me to help me move in the

right direction. Those com-
bination of things have al-
lowed me to not only have
a new perspective but an
opportunity to show my-
self in a di�erent light and
to entertain the fans.”

It’s that entertainer role
he has embraced since
joining Saudi-backed LIV
Golf. Now he could be-
come LIV’s second active
player to win a Major after
Brooks Koepka at last
year’s PGA Championship.

“You’re trying to play
conservative golf that gives
you the opportunity to hit
it close in some scenarios,”
DeChambeau said of his

style this week. Showman
DeChambeau kept the
crowd roaring with shots
and style, pumping �sts on
a day when many fought to
stay calm or had little to be
happy about on the for-
midable course.

“It was amazing. I can’t
thank them enough. It was
a blessing. Man, they riled
me up,” DeChambeau said.

“It just gives me a spike
in my adrenaline and al-
lows me to focus more on
delivering for the fans and
for myself and for my fami-
ly. It just inspires me.”

DeChambeau said he
doesn’t regret the time he

spent on science tests of
body and equipment.

“It’s a learning expe-
rience. I never regret
anything. Do I not like
what I did? Absolutely. But
every moment I live in this
life, I’m always trying to
learn from my mistakes,”
he said. “Could you have
called it a mistake? Sure.
You can call it a bunch of
things. But for the most
part, the most important
piece of it all is that you’re
growing and learning from
those moments.”

DeChambeau played
down a hip issue that
struck on a couple shots,
soreness he blames on
working to �nish a new
house.

“It was tougher to get
through on a couple shots.
It’s OK. I’ve had it for a long
time now. It’s just someth-
ing that popped up,” said
DeChambeau. “I’ve been
playing a lot of good golf
and working on my house,
so I haven’t really had time
to rest like I want. I’ve just
been pushing myself a little
bit. Consequently that’s go-
ing to happen. But I’ve got
a great team around me to
help �x some stu� up.”

Showman DeChambeau scripting
success without bulk of the past
Agence France-Presse
PINEHURST

New avatar: DeChambeau says he has changed his mindset and is

moving in the right direction. REUTERS Chennaiyin FC has signed
experienced Indian defen-
der Mandar Rao Dessai on
a two-year contract that
will keep him with the club
till 2026. Dessai is regarded
as one of the most success-
ful players in the Indian
Super League (ISL), having
won the league title in 2021
with Mumbai City FC and
three League Shields — one
with FC Goa (2020) and
two with Mumbai City
(2021 and 2023). 

The 32-year-old became
Chennaiyin’s seventh sign-
ing of the summer.

“Chennaiyin is a cham-
pion club. They always
tried to have a good team,”
said Dessai.

Chennaiyin
inks deal with
defender
Dessai

Dessai, right, with Chennaiyin

head coach Coyle. 

Sports Bureau
CHENNAI
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H
armeet Desai is
a big fan of ten-
nis legend Ra-
fael Nadal,

who will be competing in
his last Olympics in Paris. 

The 30-year-old, a Com-
monwealth Games and
Asian Games medallist,
hopes to meet the 14-time
French Open champion
and former World No. 1
during the Olympics. “If I
get a chance, I would de�-
nitely like to get a picture
with him,” said Harmeet,
ranked 64 in the world.

A key member of the In-
dian table tennis team at
Paris Olympics along with
Sharath Kamal, Harmeet’s
performance will be
watched with a lot of inter-
est. As one who will be
part of the men's team, sin-
gles, and maybe doubles,
Harmeet knows the weight
of expectations and bur-
den on his shoulders. 

“Making it to quarters of
the team event will be
great for the sport and am
keen to make quite a few
upsets in singles as well,”
Harmeet said.

In an exclusive inter-
view, Harmeet speaks
about India’s maiden quali-
�cation as a team in Olym-
pics, Massimo Costantini's
in�uence, and his singles
goals at Paris, amongst oth-
er things.

The team has been
training for more than a
week at Bengaluru.
How has it been with
coach Massimo

Costantini?

Yeah. It has been quite
good. I trained under him
for the �rst time in 2009.
And this time also, the ex-
perience has been good.
The intensity he brings in-
to the training camp is
good and we’ve had some
matches and we are prac-
ticing doubles, too. So it's
been quite good to train
under him again.

Massimo is known for
his man-management.
What have you learned
from the camp?

Max (Massimo) already has
the plan and in his mind
he’s clear. He has just start-
ed with us at the camp, but
he has followed everyone’s
recent past, read and
watched our performances
on YouTube.

He has his plans for the
Olympics and we have
been getting good support
here with the video and
match analysis, too. His
plan is to give us the
chance to practice doubles
and singles because lately I
haven't played a lot of dou-
bles with Manav Thakkar. 

Doubles is very
important in Olympics
as it is the �rst match of
the tie in the team
event. Any special
preparations?

Yeah. So, keeping that in
mind, we are trying di�e-
rent partners. Max has
planned a good roadmap
till the Paris Olympics.
There is huge emphasis on
the roadmap. 

We are focusing on tacti-
cal things because it's di�-
cult to change something
and we don't have much
time, but we are working a
lot on the strategic and tac-

tical part which is helping
us a lot. I last played dou-
bles with Manav Thakkar
in 2022. But I have had
good results with him in
the past. We won a medal
in the Asian championship
in 2021, but since 2022 we
haven't played much. It's
almost two years. Of late,
Manav is partnering Ma-
nush Shah on the WTT
(World Table Tennis) Tour.
And I have been focusing
on singles. 

Manav has improved a
lot in singles and doubles.
And it will take a bit of time
to get used to each other
again. But we are practic-
ing doubles. We are trying
with di�erent pairs be-
cause we have a healthy
amount of sparing partn-
ers in the camp, and we
will also get to play a cou-
ple of tournaments before
Paris and get to know each
other. We will have su�-
cient match practice going
into the Olympics.

How does it feel
competing in the
Olympics in singles as
well as the team event?

It's really a special feeling,
de�nitely, and every ath-
lete wants to repre-
sent their country in
the Olympics. It's al-
ready been 24-25 years
since I started playing
table tennis. So, de�-
nitely I want to represent
my country, and playing
singles this time will be
a cherry on the top. 

The last one or
two years have been
really good for me,
be it domestic or
International. I
would like to
continue my
form and aim to
make a couple
of upsets in the

tournament.

What are your
expectations from the
team in Paris? How is
the team environment?

It's the very �rst time that
the Indian team (men &
women) has quali�ed for
the Olympics. We have
beaten many top teams.
For example, we beat Ja-
pan in the 2018 Asian
Games for the bronze me-
dal. If all three of us (Sha-
rath, Manav & I) can play
really good table tennis —
Manav has been quite con-
sistent in the recent past —
we can de�nitely reach
the quarter�nals, and if
our form is really good,
we can also make it to
semi�nals.

Now tell me about
your singles form.
You had some good
victories over top
20 players,
especially in the
WTT Contender in
Lagos in 2023 and the
World team
championships in
February 2024. What

are the aspects you're
focusing on in the
camp?

I am trying to make my
strengths even sharper and
make it inconvenient for
my opponent to play. My
goal will be to try and
create a few upsets. The
bigger aim is to focus more
and more on my con�-
dence and on my tactics
going into the Olympics.

Can you shed some

more light on the camp?

We are working on dou-
bles, as I said. Individually
I'm working a lot on my
service return and �rst-ball
return. That will be the
main thing in the high
pressure matches at Paris. 

How do you see
Sathiyan’s absence in
the team since he is the
fourth member? 

Sathiyan will be with us. As
you know, he’s going to Pa-
ris as the fourth player, but
we won't have the option
of playing him. We de�-
nitely will miss Sathiyan.
But like I said earlier, Ma-
nav has been doing quite
well. He has been constant-
ly beating top 100 players
in the recent past. He
played really well in Leba-

non, and also many oth-
er WTT contender and
Feeder tournaments.
I'm very optimistic that
we can make an impact

in Paris. 

Earlier, there had been
controversies

regarding personal

and o�cial coaches
during National camps.
What is your take on it?

I think it has been man-
aged quite well because
there are personal coaches
in the camp now. Aman
Balgu (personal coach of
Manika Batra) and Som-
nath Ghosh (personal
coach of Sreeja Akula) are
there in the camp. So,
there are personal coaches
and the balance has been
set quite well. Ultimately, it
is Max who calls the shots.

The Indian team is
making its debut at
Paris. What does this
mean for players of
your generation and
next?

It’s the �rst time ever that
there are two Indian ath-
letes almost ranked in the
Top 40 in the women’s sec-
tion. For the �rst time in
the history, we have four
male players almost in the
top 60 (fourth player Sathi-
yan is 70 now) of the world
rankings. This kind of
achievement will help the
sport to grow and attract
more youngsters. There
are so many good things
happening: there is the
UTT league and the sup-
port we are getting from
the State Governments,
the Khelo India, and
TOPS scheme. Many cor-
porates are coming to
the sport. I think there
is scope to grow.

Sharath Kamal has
been the team’s
leader for more
than a decade. He
will be competing
in his �fth
Olympics. Do
you see him
more as a
competitor or as

a mentor. How is your
relationship with the
veteran paddler?

When we are in the team, I
don't look at him as a com-
petitor. It's quite inspiring
and also there are so many
things to learn from him
even when we are practis-
ing. It's really good that he
can share his experience.
It's important to support
and help each other, and
learn from each other.
That's my point of view.

This is your debut
Olympics. Are you
feeling the pressure?

No. Playing the Olympics is
very special for every
sportsperson as they are
representing their country.
But I have played three
Commonwealth Games,
one Asian Games, and
three Asian champion-
ships. So, this is not new to
me. Representing the
country in the Olympics
has been my dream. I just
want to go there and play
my best and bring laurels
for the country.

What are your
immediate thoughts on
Olympics?

I just want to go out there,
play freely and play my
best game in the best man-
ner possible. If I can make
couple of upsets in the sin-
gles event because our
matches start with singles
followed by the team
events. I want to go far in
the main singles event and
if, if I can do that, it will
give me a lot of con�dence
for the team event, and I
hope that we can make it
to the men’s team quarter-
�nals. This would set a
benchmark for the next
Olympics. 

I just want to go out there, play freely and play my best game in the best manner possible; I want to go far in the main singles event and 

if I can do that, it will give me a lot of con�dence for the team event; we want to set a benchmark for the next Games

INTERVIEW

HARMEET

DESAI

K. Keerthivasan
CHENNAI

If Sharath, Manav and I play really well, 
we can de�nitely reach the quarter�nal

and even semi�nal at the Paris Olympics
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Paris resident  Vincent displays a 3D printed rocket wing he made at home on June 1. These parts are meant for the Ukrainian military. A few French people have been making

3D-printed military equipment on a voluntary basis and aiding Ukraine outside of o�icial channels. Items being printed include periscopes, grenade casings, and drone parts. AFP
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BIG SHOT

T
he general theory of relativity
has been very successful at
explaining gravity and an
astonishing array of other

related phenomena, such as gravitational
waves, gravitational lensing, gravitational
red shift, the existence of black holes, and
time dilation. This theory re�nes Isaac
Newton’s laws and provides a uni�ed
description of gravity as a geometric
property of spacetime.

We have observed gravity operating at
di�erent scales, from microscopic to
macroscopic. But as we zoom out to look
at the universe as a whole, it seems as if
space is permeated with a mysterious
form of gravity-defying energy. This
so-called dark energy — which physicists
have come to believe is made up 70% of
energy that the Big Bang blew out 13.8
billion years ago — creates a sort of
negative pressure that stretches the fabric
of spacetime and allows celestial objects
like stars and galaxies to drift apart. This
is in contrast to the Newtonian idea of
gravity: as an attractive force that causes
objects to come closer together.

In places with lots of matter, gravity
has more of an e�ect than dark energy.
But when space is empty of matter, dark
energy dominates.

A ‘hidden’ universe
Similarly, based on some cosmological
observations, researchers have proposed
the presence of an invisible form of
matter called dark matter. In fact, 44
years ago this month, astronomer Vera
Rubin published her famous paper with
indirect evidence about the need for dark
matter.

Theories of gravity say the rotation rate
is highest near the galaxies’ centre and
lowest at the outer rim. Yet scientists like
Dr. Rubin found many rotating galaxies in
which the velocities of the stars didn’t
decrease away from the galactic centre.
One way to explain this is if the galaxy
had more matter than was visible,
exerting more gravitational force that
pushed stars at the rim to move faster
than they would otherwise. This
additional matter is dark matter.

Both dark matter and dark energy are
assumptions. They have a very strong
hypothetical basis but we haven’t been
able to �nd physical evidence of them.
Scientists postulated the existence of
these two entities so that they can explain
their observations without having to
break the general theory of relativity.

Not all scientists agree with this
approach. Some have attempted to create
an alternate paradigm of gravity — one in

which some unknown properties of the
force could cause the observed
phenomena without invoking dark matter
or dark energy.

However, these alternatives su�er from
an important problem: they don’t explain
away all the disparities, whereas the dark
matter and dark energy hypotheses do.

What have we found?
If we need to fully understand the general
theory of relativity, we need to �gure out
what dark matter and dark energy are.
Many researchers are working on this
around the world, including in India.

Their studies make heavy use of
simulations to understand how the
universe would look if there were certain
kinds of dark matter or dark energy. For
example, a study published on April 16 in
the Monthly Notices of the Royal
Astronomical Society by researchers in the
U.S. reported being able to explain the
observed behaviour of real galaxies and
the motions of their stars and gases in
simulations that assumed the galaxies
contain dark matter.

We also have telescopes constantly
making new observations of space. They
have been becoming more sophisticated,
allowing scientists to collect more
�ne-tuned data they can use to improve
their theories. 

For example, an April 11 paper in The
Astrophysical Journal Letters reported that
the James Webb Space Telescope had
observed indirect evidence of normal

regular and dark matter in the ring of an
old galaxy named JWST-ER1g.

When looking for something that is
really hard to �nd, it’s also useful if
researchers share information about
where they couldn’t �nd dark matter,
allowing others to focus on places where
it can be. On March 28, for example,
scientists published the �rst results of the
Broadband Search for Dark Photon Dark
Matter (BREAD) experiment. The
preliminary data ruled out dark-matter
particles in a certain mass range.

Turning on lambda
Similarly, the Dark Energy Spectroscopic
Instrument (DESI) in Arizona, in the
U.S., is attempting to make the largest 3D
map of the universe. 

This mountain-top telescope is �tted
with 5,000 small robots that help it look
11 billion years into the past with greater
precision than before. 

So far, data from DESI has agreed at a
basic level with the λCDM model of the
universe, our best mathematical model to
explain the Big Bang and the universe

today. ‘CDM’ is short for ‘cold dark
matter’.

λ (lambda) is the cosmological
constant: it represents the energy density
of space and is closely associated with
dark energy. It appears in equations of the
general theory of relativity. Some studies
have found that dark energy might be
changing with time, which is at odds with
assumptions of the CDM model.

In fact, λ also makes a surprising
appearance in the modi�ed theories of
gravity that some researchers have been
working on. One of them is MOND, an
acronym of ‘modi�ed Newtonian
dynamics’. It doesn’t require the
existence of dark energy; instead, it
proposes that when gravity is weak, such
as at the outer rims of large galaxies, it
also behaves di�erently. While it enjoys
some popularity, one research group
reported on April 5 that data from the
Cassini mission (1997-2017) showed no
sign that Saturn’s orbit had a slight
deviation that MOND says there should
be.

By mapping the position of thousands
of galaxies over many years, we can keep
measuring how much the universe’s
expansion is accelerating due to dark
energy. But for now, we have no choice
but to draw all our inferences about dark
matter and dark energy from indirect
evidence alone.

(Qudsia Gani is an assistant professor in
the Department of Physics, Government
Degree College Pattan, Baramulla.)

Indirect evidence builds, yet the
‘dark’ universe remains murky 

By mapping the position of thousands of galaxies over many years, we can keep measuring how much the universe’s expansion is accelerating due to dark energy. 

But for now, we have no choice but to draw all our inferences about dark matter and dark energy from indirect evidence alone 

The Bullet Cluster formed after the collision of two large clusters of galaxies. Most of the matter in the clusters (blue) is clearly separate from the normal matter

(pink), indicating that nearly all of the matter in the clusters is dark. NASA/CXC/CFA/M. MARKEVITCH 

Qudsia Gani

The general theory of relativity re�nes
Isaac Newton’s laws and provides a
uni�ed description of gravity as a
geometric property of spacetime

THE GIST
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Dark energy apparently
creates a negative pressure
that stretches the fabric of
spacetime and allows celestial
objects to drift apart. In
places with lots of matter,
gravity has more of an e�ect
than dark energy. But when
space is empty of matter,
dark energy dominates

�

Scientists found that in many
rotating galaxies the velocities
of stars didn’t decrease away
from the centre. One
explanation is that the galaxy
has more matter than visible,
exerting gravitational force
that pushes stars at the rim
to move faster. This
additional matter is dark
matter

�

Dark matter and dark energy
are assumptions. They have a
very strong hypothetical basis
but no physical evidence of
them has been found.
Scientists postulated the
existence of these two entities
so that they can explain their
observations without having
to break the general theory of
relativity

Invented in 1824 by the British
physicist William Sturgeon,
electromagnets are a fixture of
modern life, appearing in
loudspeakers, motors, magnetic
resonance imaging (MRI) machines,
maglev trains, and particle

accelerators.
When an electric current flows

through a wire, it creates a magnetic
field around the wire. So when the
wire is coiled, the magnetic field
becomes concentrated in the coil’s
hole. This is an electromagnet: a
device in which an electric current
produces the magnetic field. When
the wire is coiled around a magnetic
material, the material — called the
core — amplifies the strength of the
magnetic field.

This is because ferromagnetic
metals like iron already contain
small magnetic fields inside their
bulk produced by its atoms. Because
these fields point in random
directions, the fields cancel
themselves out. When the iron is
used as the core in an electromagnet
and a current is passed, the
magnetic field it produces
penetrates the iron’s bulk and forces
the tiny fields to align along the
external field’s direction. This way,
the domains’ fields add to the
external field, producing a stronger
field overall.

A magnetic field will be produced

as long as a current flows through the
coil. When the current is switched o�,
some core materials remain weakly
magnetised. In a superconducting
electromagnet, such as in an MRI,
superconducting wire is coiled around a
core to produce magnetic fields of up to
30 tesla (600,000-times as powerful as
the earth’s). In Bitter electromagnets,
current flows in wires coiled through a
helical stack of electromagnets,
producing magnetic fields of up to 40
tesla.

Electromagnet: driven by current 
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WHAT IS IT?

The stator of a vacuum cleaner showing two

electromagnets. MARRRCI (CC BY-SA 3.0) 

The Hindu Bureau
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The amount pumped
into Indian equities by
FPIs in the past week

11,730
in ₹ crore.

Foreign

investors

made a strong comeback in the week

ending on July 14, driven by positive

signals from domestic and global markets.

The net inflow was in stark contrast to the

net outflow of ₹14,794 crore witnessed in

the preceding week from June 3-7,

according to depositories data. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Nations seeking Kyiv’s
territorial integrity as
basis for peace

80
countries. The joint

communique capped a

two-day conference in

Switzerland marked by the absence of

Russia, which was not invited, but that

many attendees hoped could join in on a

roadmap to peace. About 100 delegations,

mostly Western countries but also some

key developing nations, were on hand for

the conference. AP

Number of child
labourers rescued
from MP distillery

58
The National Commission for

Protection of Child Rights in

collaboration with the

Association of Voluntary Action rescued 39

boys and 19 girls from Som Distillery in

M.P.’s Raisen district. The children were

transported in a school bus and worked

12-14 hours in the distillery daily. They

bore burn wounds from exposure to harsh

chemicals and alcohol. PTI

Rise in India’s coal
imports in April:
mjunction

13.2
in percentage. India's

coal import rose to

26.10 million tonne (MT)

in April 2024 as buyers took fresh positions

amid early onset of summer. The country

had imported 23.05 MT of coal in the

year-ago period, according to data

compiled by B2B e-commerce company

mjunction services ltd. India's coal import

rose by 7.7% to 268.24 MT in FY24. PTI

Number of accounts
added to MF industry
in April-May FY25

81
lakh. The mutual fund industry

has added above 80 lakh

investors’ accounts in the first

two months of the current fiscal (Financial

Year Y25), mainly due to consistent

marketing efforts, celebrity endorsements

and dedicated work of the distribution

network. Experts say the industry will

continue to see decent growth. PTI

The story so far: 

T
he Union Council of Ministers
(COM) headed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was
sworn in on June 9, 2024. The

present COM consists of the Prime
Minister, 30 Cabinet Ministers, 5 Ministers
of State (MoS) with independent charge
and 36 MoS.

Who constitutes the Council of
Ministers? 
India is a parliamentary democracy with
the President as its nominal head. Article
74 of the Constitution provides that there
shall be a COM headed by the Prime
Minister (PM) to aid and advise the
President. The real executive powers lie
with the COM. A Minister should be a
member of either the Lok Sabha or the
Rajya Sabha and if not, should become
one within six months of his/her
appointment. A similar setup prevails in
States with a COM headed by the Chief
Minister (CM). 

The COM consists of a Cabinet
minister, MoS with independent charge,
MoS and a Deputy Minister. The
Constitution does not classify the
members of the COM into di�erent ranks.
All this has been done informally,
following the British practice. Cabinet
Ministers are higher in rank and handle
large portfolios while MoS assist the
Cabinet Ministers and work under them.
MoS with independent charge directly
reports to the Prime Minister for their
respective ministries. 

What is the constitutional limit? 
The �rst COM at the time of
independence had only 15 Ministers
headed by Prime Minister Jawaharlal

Nehru. After the �rst general elections in
1952, Nehru inducted around 30 Ministers
into his COM. Over the years, the size of
the COM had gradually increased to
around 50-60. Interestingly, it is the
United Front governments led by Deve
Gowda ( June 1996) and I.K. Gujral (April
1997) that were sworn in with just 21 and
34 Ministers respectively. In 1999, when
Atal Bihari Vajpayee became Prime
Minister, his COM had 74 Ministers.
However, the size of COM was becoming
unwieldy in some of the larger States. For
instance, in 2002 when Mayawati was the
Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, she had
79 Ministers. 

The National Commission to review the
working of the Constitution under the
Chairmanship of Justice Venkatachaliah
set up in February 2000, had suggested a
ceiling of 10% of the total strength of Lok

Sabha/Legislative Assembly for the
number of Ministers at the Centre/State
level. Finally, through the 91st
Constitutional Amendment in 2003, the
total number of Ministers including
PM/CM in the COM was limited to 15% of
the total strength of the Lok Sabha/State
Legislative Assembly. There is no
minimum requirement at the Central level
whereas even the smaller States should
have a minimum of 12 Ministers. For
Union Territories of NCT of Delhi and
Jammu & Kashmir ( J&K), the maximum
limit is 10% of the total strength of its
Assembly. 

What are the issues? 
A thorny issue even after the limit on the
number of Ministers is the appointment
of Parliamentary Secretaries in various
States. The o�ce of Parliamentary

Secretary (PS) also has its origin in the
British system. In India, the post of PS
was �rst created in 1951. They have not
been a regular feature in the Central
governments thereafter and the last PS at
the Centre was appointed in 1990.
However, various States have continued
with their appointment to circumvent the
limit on COM placed by the 91st
Amendment. High Courts of Punjab &
Haryana, Rajasthan, Bombay, Calcutta,
Telangana, Karnataka etc. have quashed
or questioned the appointment of PS in
the States under their jurisdiction for
indirectly violating the maximum limit on
COM. The Supreme Court in July 2017 had
also declared a law passed by Assam in
2004 for the appointment of PS as
unconstitutional. The most recent
instance is the order of the Himachal
Pradesh High Court in January 2024 that
restrained six PS appointed in the State
from functioning as Ministers or availing
facilities provided to Ministers.
Appointing MLAs to the position of
Ministers under the guise of PS to
circumvent constitutional limits should be
strictly prohibited and discontinued. 

It is also pertinent to note that States
like Sikkim, Goa and smaller States in the
northeastern region with a current
estimated population ranging from seven
to forty lakhs have a minimum of twelve
Ministers. However, Union Territories of
Delhi and J&K with estimated population
of over 2 crore and 1.5 crore, can have
only a maximum of seven and nine
Ministers respectively. The administration
of public order, police and land in Delhi is
not with the Delhi government. Similarly,
public order and the police of Jammu and
Kashmir will not be with its government.
Nevertheless, considering the population
of these Union Territories, the 10% limit
for their COM may be reconsidered. 

Rangarajan R is a former IAS o�cer. He
currently trains civil-service aspirants.
Views expressed are personal. 

On the size of council of ministers
What has been the composition of the Council of Ministers at the Centre and in States since India became a democracy? What were the instances when the

council became too large and unwieldy? How were the laws brought in to rein in this trend?

Number game: Prime Minister Narendra Modi, left, with his Council of Ministers at the Rashtrapati

Bhavan in New Delhi on June 9.AFP

Rangarajan R
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independence had only 15
Ministers headed by Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru.
When the council started
expanding, through the 91st
Constitutional amendment in
2003, the total number of
Ministers including PM/CM in
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the total strength of Lok
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A thorny issue even after the
limit on number of ministers is
the appointment of
Parliamentary Secretaries in
various States. Courts have
stepped in multiple times to
restrain States from appointing
PS to circumvent the
constitutional limit set for the
number of Ministers

The story so far:

T
he Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahangara Palike (BBMP) has
proposed a Solid Waste
Management (SWM) Cess of

₹100 per month for each household.
While the proposal has sparked debate
and criticism among residents and
stakeholders, it is important to
understand the rationale behind SWM
cess, its intended use, and the broader
context of solid waste management
challenges faced by Urban Local Bodies
(ULBs) in India.

Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) levy user
fees or SWM cess as per the provisions of
Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016.
According to these guidelines, ULBs must
collect user fees/cess for SWM services
provisions provided. ULBs typically
charge about ₹30-50 per month as SWM
cess, which is collected along with
property tax. ULBs are now considering
revising these rates and imposing higher

charges on bulk waste generators to meet
a portion of the costs incurred in
providing SWM services.

What are the costs?
O�ering SWM services is complex and
resource-intensive. ULBs typically deploy
about 80% of their manpower and up to
50% of their annual budgets to provide
SWM services to city residents.

In a city like Bangalore, an urban
resident generates about 0.6 kg of waste
per day, totalling 0.2 tonnes per person
per year. Overall, Bangalore generates
about 5,000 tonnes of solid waste per
day. Managing this volume of waste
requires around 5,000 door-to-door
waste collection vehicles, 600
compactors, and about 20,000
Paurakarmikas.

SWM services comprise four
components: collection, transportation,
processing and disposal. ULBs package
collection and transportation together,
and processing and disposal together.
Collection and transportation are

resource and labour-intensive and come
up to 85-90% of the SWM budget,
whereas only about 10-15% is spent on
processing and disposal of waste.

What are the challenges?
Solid waste generated in Indian cities
consists of about 55-60% wet
biodegradable material and 40-45%
non-biodegradable material. The portion
of recyclable material in the dry waste is
minimal, only about 1-2%, with the rest
being mostly non-recyclable and
non-biodegradable waste. Although 55%
of the wet waste can be converted into
organic compost or biogas, the yield is as
low as 10-12%, making both composting
and biogas generation from solid waste
�nancially unviable. Typically,
operational revenue from waste
processing facilities covers only about
35-40% of operational expenses, with the
rest subsidised by the ULB.

Apart from �nancial challenges, ULBs
face other challenges associated with
SWM services, such as extra work of

clearing open points and drains,
preventing open littering, seasonal
changes in waste generation, and
sweeping operations. Additionally, the
disposal of non-compostable and
non-recyclable dry waste, such as
single-use plastic, textile waste and inert
materials, is expensive since the material
needs to be shipped to cement factories
or waste-to-energy projects located about
400-500 km from cities.

Large cities like Bangalore spend about
15% of their budget—about ₹1,643 crore
out of ₹11,163 crore — whereas the revenue
from SWM services is almost negligible at
₹20 lakh per year. Smaller cities tend to
spend up to 50% of their budget but also
end up with almost negligible revenue.
Hence, ULBs charge SWM cess to cover a
portion of the costs.

What is the solution?
Although collection and transportation of
waste generate no revenue, several
strategies can reduce overall expenditure
on SWM and lower user charges. These
are segregation of waste at source,
reducing single-use plastic, decentralised
composting initiatives, Information,
Education and Awareness (IEC) to prevent
open littering, and asking bulk waste
generators to process their own waste.

A balanced approach, combining
marginal user charges with e�cient
operations, could help make our cities
cleaner.

Pushkara S.V. works with the Indian
Institute for Human Settlements,
Bengaluru.

What is SWM cess and why is
it levied on waste generators?
How has the SWM cess fared so far and why has it hit the headlines suddenly? How has Bengaluru been

handling its solid waste management and what is about to change going forward?

Pushkara S.V.
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complex and resource
intensive. The yield from waste
conversion is low and typically,
operational revenue from
waste processing facilities
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Large cities like Bangalore
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budget whereas the revenue
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P
akistani media outlets reported
in the past week that the
country plans to implement a
Chinese-style �rewall to block

users from accessing social media
platforms.

Newspapers Pakistan Observer and
Daily Ausaf claim the government is ready
to set up a ‘National Firewall’ to stop
people from accessing X (formerly
Twitter), Facebook, and YouTube. These
outlets also noted that there are plans for
�ltering keywords to enforce the policy
and block unwanted content. Other
media reports claim even those using
virtual private networks (VPNs) to access
the Internet would be hit by this digital
�rewall. 

However, media outlet Samaa on June
10 quoted Pakistan’s Information Minister
Atta Tarar as saying that no ‘Chinese-style
�rewall’ was being set up, though he did
speak about the need to crack down on
hate speech and misinformation.

Such con�icting reports reveal the lack
of clarity regarding the current status of
Pakistan’s potential �rewall and its
implementation. But, it must be noted
that Pakistan does have a history of
curtailing people’s access to the Internet,
either through website or social media
blocks. Some examples include a Twitter
block in 2017 that was �agged by the
company itself, and Internet disruptions
earlier this year around the time of the
country’s elections.

How does a digital �rewall work?
Simply put, �rewalls are security tools
that stop online tra�c from reaching
certain sites. They can prevent malicious
actors from targeting individual users’

computer systems or home networks,
and even thwart cyber threats on speci�c
websites.

Though in recent times they are
associated with censorship by oppressive
governments, �rewalls were meant to be
a security tool. In fact, if you look at the
settings of your personal computer, you
will likely see options to set up �rewalls of
your own with varying restriction levels.
A �rewall can be a physical device, or a
software-based tool. It depends on a
speci�c user’s needs.

At the other end of the spectrum, large
�rewalls like the Great Firewall of China,
for example, are highly complex
cybersecurity tools maintained at scale to
prevent people from accessing large
sections of the Internet. That means
nation states can entirely stop citizens
from accessing the most commonly used
websites on the Internet — say social
media sites or information gathering
platforms. 

While VPNs or privacy browsers can
help disguise a user’s location, the
amount of friction in the process of trying
to bypass a �rewall puts o� most people
and repels those who lack technical skills
and knowledge.

How are people’s lives a�ected?
When used by nation-states, a �rewall
impedes activists, journalists, dissidents,
and regime critics from obtaining
information critical of the government.
Internet shutdowns and social media
blocks also prevent governments or
military authorities from being held
accountable during periods of civil unrest
and violence.

Whenever an Internet shutdown or
block is suddenly implemented, the
country’s citizens su�er a huge setback,

education is disrupted, and healthcare
institutions struggle to provide quality
care. 

According to estimates from the digital
privacy research group Top10VPN,
Pakistan has shut down the Internet for
1,752 hours so far in 2024. 

“Pakistan’s restrictions have been by
far the costliest election-related
shutdown, costing $351 million,” noted
the group in its report, adding that the
economic cost of Internet shutdowns
worldwide last year was $9.13 billion.

A �rewall might look like a viable
alternative to authoritarian nation states
who wish to replace a larger, free Internet
with a controlled intra-net. However,
setting up and maintaining a �rewall is no
easy task. Even for a small company,
�rewall implementation and maintenance
are expensive. The �rewalls require
constant monitoring to thwart bad actors
and patch security vulnerabilities as soon
as they are detected. At a national level,
this expenditure is much higher as a far
greater number of people are looking to
bypass the restrictions.

Firewalls also bring up antitrust
concerns because they hurt competition.
Well-performing companies and
businesses that would normally gain more
users may be blocked and replaced by
government-approved alternatives with
lower privacy and service standards,
degrading the Internet user’s experience
even further. 

Adding to this, apps and services may
be combined for the authorities’
convenience instead of encouraging users
to try out new and independent
alternatives. The Great Firewall of China is
a major example of this phenomenon.

Both India and Pakistan have a record
of censoring the Internet or shutting it

down. India blocked access to the
Internet 116 times in 2023, per a report
released by the Keep It On coalition.

Has Pakistan blocked the Internet or
social media before?
Pakistan has frequently obstructed people
from accessing the Internet or speci�c
social media platforms over the course of
more than a decade. Talks of a
Chinese-style national �rewall in Pakistan
have been making rounds since around
2012, though not much veri�ed data is
available regarding the status of this
project.

In 2012, the country’s government
blocked around 20,000 websites,
including YouTube, as per a Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority (PTA)
o�cial. In 2017, Jack Dorsey-led Twitter
posted on its Global Government A�airs
account that it was aware of reports that
the “Pakistani government has taken
action to block Twitter service, as well as
other social media services.”

In the �rst two months of 2024 as
Pakistan prepared for its elections, the
government throttled access to Elon
Musk-owned X for days on end. Internet
service was also largely a�ected during
this time period. Activists protested the
move, but government authorities
attributed it to system upgrades.

“Pakistani authorities have already
imposed multiple shutdowns that
disrupted opposition activities during this
election cycle. At least 11 Internet
shutdowns were imposed during the last
election year of 2018, and the
authoritarian use of shutdowns has only
emboldened through 2022, 2023, and
now 2024,” said digital rights advocacy
group Access Now, in a statement in
February.

Is Pakistan using a �rewall to censor
social media platforms?
Pakistani media outlets reported that the country is deploying a Chinese-style �rewall to block access to social media platforms; even those using

Virtual Private Networks (VPN) to access the Internet are likely to be hit by this �rewall; however, Pakistan Information Minister denies reports

According to estimates from the digital privacy research group Top10VPN, Pakistan has shut down the Internet for 1,752 hours so far in 2024. AFP

Sahana Venugopal

X

QUESTION #1

June 17 marks the end of

Iceland’s centuries old ties

with which country?

X

QUESTION #2

What is the Capital of

Iceland and what distinction

does it hold as regards its

location?

X

QUESTION #3

Name the Icelandic

parliament which is one of

oldest surviving parliaments

in the world, having been

founded in 930 at Pingvellir

(’assembly fields’) and

situated approximately 45

km close to its modern

capital.

X

QUESTION #4

Name the Icelandic saga that

is considered one of the

greatest prose works of

medieval literature?

X

QUESTION #5

The ‘Hakarl’, an Icelandic

national dish, is made using

the rotten meat of which

marine animal that has been

cured with a fermentation

process and hung to dry in an

open air shed.

X

QUESTION #6

Which late American sporting

legend, who won the World

championship in his sport at

Reykjavik in 1972 but became

a recluse, was granted an

Icelandic citizenship in 2005?

Answers to the previous day’s quiz:

1. White colour said to be achromatic because it

has no ___ Ans:-Hue

2. When red, green, and blue are mixed on

electronic screens, you get white. This process is

called ___ Ans:- Additive mixing

3. Name the carbonate mineral (or rock) with the

use of which paintings from the Palaeolithic ear

were able to obtain white colour Ans:- Calcite or

chalk.

4. Ancient Rome had two words to describe the

colour white: _____ and candidus. Ans:- Albus

5. Jainism has two branches. The names of the

two branches are __________ and Digamber,

which in Sanskrit mean “white clad” and “sky

clad”, respectively. Ans:- Shwetamber 

6. Visual question: This man created Russia’s flag

by reordering the colours of the Dutch flag, which

was the first national flag to feature white Ans:-

Peter the Great

Early Birds

Rajmohan V – C Saravanan – Jyot Prakash Gulati

– Bharath Viswanathan – Abhinav Raj Satwat

THE DAILY QUIZ

A quiz on the 80th anniversary of the foundation of the Republic of Iceland

X

Visual question: If the colours white and blue in the Icelandic flag represent the

snow and ocean, what does red represent?

Please send in your answers to 

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

V. V. Ramanan

“I’ve seen that unhappy look before. Did
you have another silly argument with
Sujatha?”

“Is it that obvious? I tell you, that
woman just drives me crazy.”

“What did the two of you argue about
this time? Was it about the recent
elections or was it…”

“It had nothing to do with politics. It
was about the word ‘prepone’. I argued
that the opposite of ‘postpone’ is
‘prepone’. She said that native speakers of
English do not use ‘prepone’. Tell me, is
she right or am I right?”

“Well, for a change, both of you are
right! You see, we Indians coined the
word ‘prepone’. We use it quite a bit in
our country. It’s quite common to hear a
sentence like, the meeting was preponed
by a couple of hours.”

“We need to prepone the launch date
of our new product. It needs to be
launched at least a week before our
rival’s.”

“That’s a good example! But the word
is mostly used by us. Native speakers…”

“Why don’t native speakers use it?
After all, ‘prepone’ has been listed in
most standard dictionaries.”

“That’s true. But the dictionaries make
it very clear that it’s an example of Indian
English!”

“You are right! Many dictionaries have
‘Indian’ or ‘Indian English’ within
brackets next to the word. So, what word
do native speakers of English use instead
of ‘prepone’?”

“They use quite a few actually. One is
‘advance’. The meeting was advanced to
Monday.”

“Would it be possible to advance my
appointment to Friday?”

“That’s a good example. Native
speakers also use the expression ‘move
forward’. Tomorrow’s meeting has been
moved forward. We’ll be meeting at 10:00
a.m. instead of 3:00 p.m.”

“I think Sneha is planning to move her
wedding date forward.”

“Good for her. Who is this Sneha that
you’re talking about? Do I know her?”

“She was my classmate. I don’t know if
you ever met her. She was tall…”

“I don’t think I’ve met her. But for
some reason, her name rings a bell.”

“Rings a bell? What does the
expression mean?”

“When somebody says something, and
you respond by saying that it rings a bell,
what you are suggesting is that it sounds
familiar. What the person has said…”

“What the person has said reminds you
of something. It jogs your memory.”

S. Upendran
upendrankye@gmail.com

‘Is prepone the
opposite of
postpone?’

KNOW YOUR ENGLISH
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