RESTORATION OF MANALI
ROAD NEARS COMPLETION

Facing daunting challenges, BRO has
restored the damaged 15 km road
between Bahang and Buruwa. P2»»
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BRIDGE ON KANGRA-SHIMLA
HIGHWAY OPENED

NHAI has completed the construction
of bridge on the Bathu riverand
opened it for traffic. P3»
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WHEN TERROR HAS A PRETTY
FACE ON BIG SCREEN

Adressesin bold, cunning & menacing
avatars have redefined how we see
womenillains in movies. P4»»
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GUV,CM EXTEND
EID GREETINGS

Shimla Govemnor Shiv Pratap
Shukla and Chief Minister
Sukivwinder Singh Sukhu on
Sunday peeted the people ol the
state, partioulary the Muslim
brethren, on the occasion of Bakr-
Eid. Extending his greetings an
the oocasion, the Govemor said
that he hoped the festival wou ld
spread the messape of peace
and love amongcommunities
acrossthewordd. | prayto the
almighty tofill Ives of people with
happiness and health,” he addad.
The CM said that he hoped that
thisfestival would further
strengthen the bonds of peace,
unity and brotherhood. “l pray
thatthe festival spreads the
message of goodwill inthe sooety
andgoalongwayin

strengthening the unity and
integrity among people,” he
added. mes

KAUL'S TRASAADI
AT GAIETY THEATRE

Shimla: : Theaudience wereleftin
awewith the outstanding
performanceofeminent theatre
writer directorand film pe rsonality
Manav Kaul whostaged a soby
play tithed Traasadi' at the Gaiety
Theatre onSunday Writen,
directed and pedormed by Kaul,
the stony ol the play revolves
around the repertanceofa
mather's absence, and in that
Iningof repentance, to find one's
maother back again. The playand
Kaul's performance garnered
huge applause from theaudience
whowere mesmersed by Kaul's
gripping peformance. Trasaadi
was presented by aRANYR, a
Mumbaibased theatre group that
was started by a group ofiends
in the 2004, The theatre groupis
headed by Manav Kaul himself,
Thiswas the10th showaf thissolo
plan aRANYA hasstaped
suctessiulorgnal plays like,
Chuhal, lIhaarm, Park, Peele
Sooterwala aadmi, Colour Blind,
Shakkar kePaanch Daane, Bali
Aur Shambhiu and Turmhaare
Baare Mein to name a few. ne

HELPLINE
POLICE 5.4

Report cormuption {WnatzAgp)
8385700100

Report cyber arime - 1930

Gudiya helplne {women saletyl- 1515
Heshiar Singh {Fomst mime] - 1090

HEALTH O
Medical emergency 108
Drug de-addiction, counseling and
gone | heafth enguiry i04
Feoer drop back amb ukance senvice for
expectant mofers 102

- TRACKING
HERITAGE

ASI MONUMENTS

BAVINDER SO0D

PALAMPUR, JUNE 16
The anaent

Chamunda temple situated
at a height of 3000 meters

above sea level in the
Dhauladhars is in a state of
utter neglect. Though the
state government had taken
over its management ten
years ago, no steps have
been taken for its renovation
and creating faalities for
thousands of pilgrims who
visit the temple. Himani
Chamunda temple cancome
up as a major attraction for
tourists if developed in a
planned manner,

Despite repeated assur-
ances gFiven by the govern-

With no place to drive and park, 5Lvehidescross Shimlain 2
Bhagsunag under tourist siege

LauiTt MoHAN

THIHUNE ME WS SERV K E

DHARAMSA LA, JUKE 16

Heavy and consistent traffic
jams have paralysed move-
ment in the Bhagsunag area
of Upper Dharamsala. The
weekend rush, coupled with
the mereasing temperatures
in the plains, has resulted in
an influx of large number of
tounsts in this area. Tourists
are trapped in long queues
of vehicles on Meleodganj-
Bhagsunag road.

Vehicles parked along the
Meleodpanj-Bhapgsunag
road have added to the traf-
fic snarls, Thelocals blamed
the local administration's
failure to construct multi
storey parking in Bhag
sunag to reduce traffic con-
Festion in the area.

Vipin Sharma, a hotelier
from Bhagsunag while talk-
ing to The Tribune said
there was space for parking
just about 50 vehicles in
Bhagsunag, The remaining
vehicles pet parked along
the roads. “The construc-
tion of multistorey parking
in Bhagsunag and comple-
tion of Bhagsunag-
Indrunag road that would
create an alternative road
for reaching or exating
Bhapgsunag area can solve
the traffic problem of the
area,.” he said.
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Atraffic jam in Bhagsunag on Sunday. masaLieeT

INFLUX OF TOURISTS

L] ngq ueues ofvehickes on ruhl;enma n}E hagsu nag road on weékmd
liﬂy&amm atermtn.ne madmmecungrtwm Indnﬂagtﬂh-emmﬂeta:l
B | neals hawe dmmamda:la multFstorey parking in the openstretch of land

As per information col
lected by The Tribune. the
area where vehicles are cur-
rently being parked s open

forest land. Since there
are no trees on that partic-
ular patch of land. the
locals have been demand-

Fire at doorstep, HP minister in
action mode to douse flames

PANKA] SHARMA

NAHAN , JUNE 16

In the midst of an intense
heatwave, incidents of forest
fires in Himachal Pradesh's
Sirmaur distnet are showing
no signs of abating. On late
Saturday evening, a sudden
blaze erupted near the house
of Industries, Labour &
Employment, and Parlia-
mentary  Affairs Minister
Harshwardhan Chauhan,
located in Shillan subdivi
zsion's Nayva village.

Upon noticing the fire near
hiz home, Minister Harsh-
wardhan Chauhan promptly
took action. Evewitnesses
reported that the minister,
armed with a stick and
branches with green leaves,
personally fought the fire a

ments, nothing has been
done till date. In the
absence of any cooperation
from the state government,
a number of NGOs and
charitable insttutions are
ready to undertake the ren-

Industries Minister Harshwa-
rdhan Chauhan trying to douse
the forest fire in Shillai

mament captured in a video
that quickly went viral The
footage has garnered wide-

ovation work of the temple.
However, since the temple
15 under the control of the
state government, it needs
the government's approval.

155ue 18
Former

Therefore, the
hanging fire.

spread praise, with many
commending the mimster for
his hands-on approach in bat-
thing the flames. Speaking to
The Tribune, Harshwardhan
Chauhan explained how the
fire suddenly engulfed the
forest near his home.
Arcording to sources, Min-
ister Chauhanwas at hisresi-
dence in Naya village when
the fire broke out. Without
hesitation, he joined the
efforts to contmol the fire
assisted by local residents.
The wviral video of the minis-
ter actively combating the
fire has led to an outpouring
of positive reactions onsocial
media, with many people not-
ing that it was rare to see
politicians and officials leave
their comfont to address such
emergencies personally.

Himachal Chief Minister
Shanta Kumar, when he
was MP from Kangra, had
allocated Rs 30 lakh for the
construction of a *sarai’ for
pilgrims, however the proj-
ect failed to take off, firstly

ing construction of a mul-
ti-storey parking. Howev-
er, the authorities have
not got permission from
the Forest Department to
divert the forest land for
parking purposes.

Many hoteliers have also
not created enough parking
place in thelr premises for
parking. However, the
locals claim public parking
in the area was necessary
and it should be created
under the Smart City
Dharamsala project.

The project to connect
Bhagsunag area with
Indrunag has also been
Iying pending for the past
more than 10 vears now.
The road could not be com-
pleted as a bridge needs to
be built over a local
rivulet, Sources here said
that the state government
had sent a project to
NABARD for securing
funds. The sanction for the
project 158 wyet to be
received from NABARD.

Till a public parking is
created in the area and the
road connecting Bhag-
sunag and Indrunag area
are completed., the Bhag-
sunag area that is a major
tourist attraction in
Dharamsala would contin-
ue to jostle with the prob-
lem of traffic jams.

weeks, leaving town choked

MNAVNEET RATHORE

THIHENE EWS S ENVEE

SHIMLA, JUNE 16

More than five lakh vehicles
have crossed Shimla, the
state’s capital and one of the
maost popular hill stations in
the country, in the last two
weeks, thanks to the huge in
mflow of tourists. This
mdudes all tyvpes of vehides
entering and exting the
town from all the entry and
exat points,

According to police, as
many as 512,345 vehicles
visited the town in the 13
days until Friday, which is a
very huge number as com-
pared to the total capacity of
the town. On an average,
mare than 25,000 vehicles
are entering and exating the
town on a daily basis,

Shimla Superintendent of
Police (5P) Sanjeev Gandhi
said that the town witnessed
a record number of vehicle
inflow in the last two weeks.
“The total number of vehi-
cles orossing Shimla has
doubled with the town wit-
nessing 100 per cent increase
i the vehwle mflow than
normal.” he said.

He further said that in
view of the rise in vehicular
traffic, the police has re-
mplemented the one-
mimite traffic plan in the
town to ease traffic woes.
“The one-minute traffic plan
was introduced last vear and

On an average, more than 25 E!}D \EhI{:lEE-EFE cmsngﬁlmh

on a daily basis. TRIBUNE PHOTO

was a success during the
apple season as well as the
winter season. The plan was
discontinued as number of
vehicles decreased in the
tewn and now with the surge
in vehirular traffic, the plan
has been reintroduced and
15 Fenerating positive
results.” sad the SP

The surge in the number of
tourists has brought cheersto
the hoteliers and business
owners of the town. Tounsm
and hospitality sector in the
town was gomg through a
mugh phase due to the Lok
sabha elections that were
held in seven phases from

InSync
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LALIT KUMAR

Artistes perform on the second day of the Shimla Summer Festival on Sunday. SEE ALSO P3

IN STATE OF NEGLECT

B A numberof NGOs and charitable
institutions are ready to
undertake the renovationwork of
thetemple. However, since the
temple isunderthe contral of the
state povernment, it neads the
govemment’s approval, therefore,
the issue s hanging fire.

® Former chief ministers Shanta
Kumar, Prem Kumar Dhumal,
Virbhadra Singh did take
intiatives but plans failed to see
the light of the day.

<<The temle premises lack
basic faciliies like water, rain

. shelter and toilet. TrRisuNE PHOTO

in the absence of adminis-

trative will and secondly,
the time period for fund

utilisation announced by

the former MP elapsed.
There 15 neither any rain

shelter. nor any toilet facili-

ty for pilgrims. Even the
path leading to the templeis
in a bad shape. The temple
complex is in a shambles
and needs immediate repair
and renovation. Besides,
there is no factlity of drink-
ing water available in the
temple complex.

Earlier, the Prem Kumar
Dhumal government had
also constructed a helipad
near the temple complex. A
heli taxi service was also
started but in the absence
of political will, the service
was discontinued. Later,
the Virbadhra Singh gov-
ernment also prepared a
DPR for the construction of
a ropeway to the temple
but failed to get funds from
the Centre.

While talking to The Tri-
bune, former CM Shanta
Eumar said he had brought

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

April to June. However, over
the past two weeks, intema-
tional and domestic tourists
have made a beeline to the
town. Thurists can be seen
enjoyving i popular tourists
spots of the town. Besides
Shimla, tourists are also head-
ing towards popular excur-
gsion points Kufn, Narkanda,
Tanfjubbar, Naldehra to name
a few, Presdent, Shimla
Hoteliers and Tourism Stake-
holders Association, Mohin-
der Seth said that the hotel
ocaipancy during the week-
ends has reached around 80 to
90 per cent

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Notification
issued for
Dehra bypoll

DHARAMSALA, JTUNE 16

Dehra SDM and Retuming
Officer Shilpn Bekta has
1ssued notification regarding
the bwveledtion in Dehra
Aszsembly constituency of
Kangra distnet.

This also marks the start of
the nomination process, but
no one filed nomination
papers for the Dehra bypoll
on the first day of nomina-
tion, the SDM said.

She said the nommation
process would continue tall
June 21, During this period,
nominations would be filed
from 11 am to 3 pm. The
Returning Officer further
said CCTV cameras would be
used to keep a vigil on every
activity related to the nomi-
nation process. — TNS

Himani Chamundatempleinneed o repairs facilities “ouple, 1>& 16years

old, found hanging

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NAHAN, JUNE 16

In a shocking incident, the
bodies of a teenage couple
were found hanging from a
sheesham tree in a forest
near Nahan, creating panic
in the area.

The police said they
received information about
the inciddent on Saturday
night, leading to the immedi-
ate deployment of security
personnel tothe site. Forensic
teamns were also present at the
gite this morning as the bod-
s wene taken down from the
tree and sent for postmortem
examination to Dr Yashwant
Singh Parmar Medical Col-
lege and Hospatal

The deceased were identi-
fied as Saurav (16), a resident
of Matak Majn village, and

Madhubala (15), a resident of
Pardooni village.

Prima facie, it appears that
that the teenaged couple
chose a seduded spot near
the Ramadhaun road in the
Sainj ki1 Ser Panchayat area
to end their lives,

It 15 thought that they took
this drastic step few days ago
and the bodes had already
reached a decomposed state
due to the heat, makng it dif-
ficult to stand at the site due
o the stench. The police said
they were are treating the
case a5 a4 pmbable suicide,
but had not nuled out other
possibilities. Local villagers
eported that the couple
reached the remote spot by
follewing a path towards the
pipeline, an area rarely visit-
ed by people.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Restoration of Manali's Bahang
to Buruwa road nears completion

ABHINAVVASHISHT

KULLL, JUNE 16

Despite facing daunting
challenges including heavy
traffic and relentless
incdement weather, the con-
certed efforts of the Border
Roads Organisation (BRO)
have resulted in achieving
the remarkable feat of
restoration of the damaged
15-km road between
Bahang and Buruwa in
Manali. The stretch was
damaged at many places
due to floods in July last
yvear. The BRO prepared
estimates for its repair and
work was propelled for
quick execution.

Captain Shakil Sheikh,
Officer in Charge (OIC) of
the 70 RCC expressed sat-
1sfaction with the signifi-
cant levels of completion
of civil restoration work,
paving way for the com-
mencement of surfacing
works, 1ncluding the
blacktopping of the road.

He said, “The arduous
task undertaken by the
BRO. m continuance with
other essential projects,
underscores our commit-
ment to enhance infrastruc-
ture amidst adversity.” He
added that concrete RCC
protection structures have
been constructed to ensure
protection from floods.

The residents of the area
opined that the restored
infrastructure has infused a
renewed sense of optimism
within the community and
it will have a positive
impact on the local econo-
my. A local resident Sher
Singh said, *The inrease in

Repairs being undertaken on a stretch of the Bahang-Buruwa road in Mana

influx of tourists expected
as a result of the improved
road mirastrueture is antic-
ipated to breathe new life
into the region's tourism
sector, subsequently bol-
stering economic prowth
and creating emplovment
opportunities for locals.”
Another resident Ayaan
sard  local businesses,
including hotels, restau-

rants, and adventure sports
operators, were already
witnessing a surge in book-
ings and footfall, indicat-
ing a promising trend for
the future. He said, “The
restoration efforts by the
BRO have rekindled hope
and enthusiasm for a thriv-
ing future among the
inhabitants.”

The road connects Manali

TO PROTECT FROM FLOODS

A — ® Major civilworks on the 154m
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stretch have been finished, but
taring of road remains.
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to Atal Tunnel and also to
the Rohtang Pass. The
stretch  was  temporarily
restored for passage of sin-
gle lane traffic as traffic
jams had become a promi-
nent feature. The situation
had become grim due to
the heavy rush of tourists.
With the completion of the
reconstruction work, the
problem of traffic jams will

These buffaloes found relief from the heat in a pond at Hatu Talai near Markanda on Sunday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: LALIT KUMAR

5L vehicles cross Shimla  Spolan’s Rishan bags
in two weeks, leaving...

FROM PAGE 1

while it was around 40 to 50
per cent during weekdays.
Minakshi, a tourist from Del-
hi who was taking a stroll at
the Mall with her husband
and children said that Shim-

lawas one of her favourite hill
stations and she never miss-
es a chance to visit it. “Itisan
ama#ng experience to take a
stroll with your family on the
roads surrounded by lush
Freen pine trees” she said.
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rolein TV series

AMBIKA SHARMA

SOLAN, JUNE 16

A ten-vear-old Solan boy, Ris-
han Verma, will showcase his
acting skills in popular tedevi-
sion series ‘Badal pe Paon
Hai' being aired on Sony SAB
after he secured a continuity
role inthe popular serial.

Verma bagped this mle after
a slew of mpressive stints in
supportive roles on
TUdaarivaan’ on Colors TV
and ‘Dalchini’ on Dangal TV,

Hailing from Solan, Rishan
has already carved a niche for
himself in the entertainment
industry. His passion for dance
fetched him ajuniordance cat-
egory top slot in ‘Himachal
Got Talent' in 2022, This victo-
ry was a tuming point, show
casing his exceptional talent
and paving the way for his
future pursuits,

Rishan quips, “Getting a
continuity role in ‘Badal pe
Paon Hai' is a dream come
true. I've learned immensely
from my experiences in the
TV industry, and I'm grateful
for all the support I've

Rihan Verma

recenved from all”

This vear, he became a final-
15t in the ‘Himachal Dance
Championship’. Rishan' s
penchant to delve more into
the entetainment mdustry
led to his transition into acting.

His acting rolesin TV serials
enriched his exposure. The
10-vear old's ability to con-
nect with the audiences
caught the attention of pro-
ducers, leading to his current
rolein ‘Badal pe Paon Hai.'

li; and (right) the road after restoration.

Atal Tunnel and the Rohtang Pass.

. B Besides, concrete Hﬂﬂ'prﬂ{ecﬂnn
structures have been constructad
toensure protection from floods.

BVisitors to the tourist hub will also
get relief from traffic jams.

TOURIST INFLUX
EXPECTED

@8 Theincrease in influxof
B touristsexpected as aresult
T of the improved road
' | infrastructureis anficipated
P 1o breathe new life into the
B4 region'stourismsector .99
~ Sher Singh, L0caL RESDRNT

now be solved.
The restoration

work,
hailed as significant by the
locals, has revitalized the
charm of Manali. With roads
reconstructed and amen-

ties refurbished, the once-
affected areas now boast of
enhanced accessbility and
improved facilities, making
it an even more enticing
destination for travellers.
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Dead tree threatens houses
in McLeodganj locality,
authorities fail to take action

LaLiT MOHAN

DHARAMSALA, JUNE 16

A dried and dead deodar tree
has been hanping over the
buildings of Tibetans on the
MeLeodgang-Dharambot mad.

Residents claim that they
have written to officials of
both the Forest Department
and the Dharamsala Munici-
pal Corporation multiple
times to remove the dead
tree, but no action has been
taken by either department.

Area resident Lobsang
Dhonden La said the tree
had been hanging over his
house for over one vear “I
have met the Forest Depart-
ment and MC officials multi-
ple times to get the tree
removed. The tree can fall
any tme and damage by
house,” he said.

“The monsoon season is
approaching and chances of
a hanging dead tree falling
over the houses of people
residing in the vicinity are
mcreasing, but the officals
concerned are not doing any-
thing regarding it.,” he added.

Another resident, Acha
Penpa La said it was unfortu-
nate that the authorities were
allowing the felling of preen
trees to dear land for con-
struction, but not allowing
the removal of a dead tree
threatening many habita-
tions inthearea,

The locality 15 home to
many from the Tibetan
community, whom the Gov-
ernment of India has
allewed to settle in the area.

Grazalla, an environment
activist in MeLeodgang, told
The Tribune that many green
trees were being cut to raise

PHOTO: KaMaL JEET

Home to members of Tibetan community
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The tree that may fall on residential buildings in Mc:Leunj.
COMPLAINT MARKED TO OFFICER CONCERNED

®8! have marked the complaint of residents
regarding the dead tree to the civic body’s tree
officer, who has been directed to take necessary
action . 99 - zafierigbal, simamsuam: coumssing:

commercial buildings. The
MC was allowing these peo-
ple to cut green deodar trees,
but a dead tree threatening
residential buildngs for
maore than a vear was not
bemng removed. the environ-
ment activist added.

Dharamsala MC Commis-
sioner Zaffer Igbal said he
had marked the complaint of
McLeodganj residents
regarding the dead tree to
the avic body's tree officer,
who has been directed to
take necessary action.

Exhibition on Indira Gandhis legacy held

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, JUNE G
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
smgh Sukhu maugurated a
photo exhibition titled “Indi-
ra's HimachalTowards New
Frontiers"” at Padam Complex
on the Ridge here. He said
that the exhibition was held
to pay tnbute to the pivotal
role of Indim Gandhi in the
developmental journey of
country and her love for HE
CM saxd the exhibition
depicted Indira Gandhi's
contribution towards nation
building in the post-inde-
pendence era. “This exhib-
tion bnngs new and fresh

Kasauli Week
concludes

SOLAN, JUNE 16

The Kasauli Week-2024, host-
ed by Kasauli Club, conchud-
ed today with Dhanush
Chaudhary bagging the title
of the Kasauli King, while
Paridhi Choudhary was
declared the Kasauli Queen.

Besides this, Swastik Rai
wias adjudged the Kasauli
Prince and Riva Goel the
Kasuali Princess. Col Lokesh
Singh {Retd) won the title of
Kasauli Emperor, while
Kiran Sangha was adjudged
Kasauli Empress in an event
which was the major attrac-
tion of the day.

A glamourous ramp walk
was the highlight of the
week, The models left the
audience awestruck as they
walked the mmpto showease
trending designer wear.

Col Randhir Pathania, Sec-
retary, Kasauli Club Limited,
said, “Kasauli Week is an
annual celebration to pro-
vide patrons and attendees a
peep into the club’s tradi
tion, history and legacy. This
vear, the week was replete
with commumnity activities,
gports, music and culture.”

Besides, a sapling planta-
tion drive and a beating the
retreat by the pipe band were
also held. — TNS

®®Her (Indira Gandhi's) wish to retire to the hills
of Mashobra and her son Rajiv Gandhi's fulfillment
of scattering her ashes over the Himalayas
highlight her deep-rooted love for Himachal. 99

= Sukhvinder Singh Subkbu, tE weETER

aspects of her courageous life,
her stupples, her lasting
legacy and her close relation-
ship with the people and the
gtate,” he said. He further said
Indira Gandhi's spirttual
bond with Himachal Pradesh
was profound. Her wish to
retire tothe hills of Mashobra
and her son Rapv Gandhi's
fulfillment of scattering her

ashes over the Himalayvas
highlight her deep-rooted
love for Himachal.

The photographs in the
exhibition are mostly from
the Indira Gandhi Memonal
Trust {(IGMT) archives, New
Dethi. The namrative captures
her Life joumey through
mages to her emerping social
and political role in the politi-

cal arena until 1966, when she
became India's first woman
PM. Subsequent sections
forus on her life as PM over
three terms, 1966-71, 1971-T7
and 1980-34, along with her
interim vears as Opposition
leader from 1977-20.

“Indira Gandhi also priori-
tised education and health-
care, leading to the establish-
ment of prestgiouns
mstitutions in the state which
have grown into pillars of
excellence as of now” stated
the CM. He also praised Eka
Archiving Services for dis-
playingthe exhibition featur-
mg a remarkable collection
of photographs.

WHAT OUR READERS SAY

|5 a civic issue bothering you? Are you
agitated over the lack of concern? Is

there something heartening that you

feel needs to be highlighted? Or a
picture which in your opinion ought to
be seen by many, and not just you?

Che Cribune

imvites its readers to have their say.

Please email at:

hpreade rsfeedback®tribunemail.com

CONSTRUCTIONS ALONG
HIGHWAY RAISE CONCERNS

HE state highway leading from Palampur to the
famous Andretta village is withessing a number of
roadside constructions. Many of the owners are

flouting the general rule that abstains public from
constructing buildings within 25 feet from the edge
of state highways. The PWD authorities remain silent

spectators to illegal constructions, which are likely to

pose prablems if the povemment decides to widen

this road in future. Naresh Kumar, mscHRUEHI

SHOPKEEPERS ENCROACH UPON ROAD TO KANGRA TOWN

OCAL shopkeepers have encroached upon the road leading to Kangra town, reducing the

motarable width of the road. The narrow road has become quite prone to traffic jams as it
becomes a challenge 1o pass thraugh this stretch whenever vehicles are coming from both sides.
Even as commuters face inconvenience every day, the authorities have done doing nothing to
remove these encroachments. [t is the need of the hour that they conduct an anti-ncroachment
drive to clear this road. Valbhav Sharma, xancra

SNARL-UPS IRK
COMMUTERS

OMMUTERS are having a

hard time on the road from
Brockhurst to Chhota Shimlaas
the streteh is witnessing traffic
jams almost every morning. [tis
turned into a one-way passage
from 9 am to10.30 am, vet the
traffic movement is quite slow.
The authorities concerned
shou ld deploy traffic police
persannel here and ensure the
smooth flow of vehicles,
Ravinder, sHisLa
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NHAI opens bridge, flyover
on Kangra—ShlmIa highway

E.M.’[NDER S00D

PALAMPUR, JUNE 16

The National Highwavs
Authority of India (NHAI)
has completed the construc-
tion of a bridge on the Bathu
river and opened it to traffic
on the Shimla-Kangra four
lane highway. It has been
built under Phase-5B pack-
ape for the 18.3-km stretch
between Kangra and
Bhangwar Ranital.

This 15 one of the longest
bridges on this section of
the four-lane project. The
NHAI has also opened traf-
fic on the Ramtal flyvover on
this part of the highway.

Till date, over 80 per cent
construction work of thas
phase, including bridges on
the Bathu river. has been
completed. Another big
bridge on the Baner river
would be made operational
in the next six months,
claim officials,

The construction of this
phase, which had been
held up earlier for the
want of forest and envi-
ronment clearances and
removal of infrastructure
like transmission lines,
was awarded to the Gawar
Construction Company.

The Shimla-Kangra four-
lane highway 15 one of the
strategic road projects that
will connect st districts of
the state with Shimla.

Meanwhile, the construc-
tion of the twin tube tun-
nels between Daulatpur
and Kangra is also in its
final stage and likely to be
opened for traffic before the

A bridge on the Eathu river; and {belﬂwj the Ranital flymler on the I{Engra-shlmla hlghwa}r
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GRID-BASED TECHNOLOGY

881 view of the fragile hills of the state & repeated
landslides on highways, the Kangra-Shimla project
would be the first in the state to be constructed using

grid-based technology. The first lane is constructed on a
higher slope and second on a lower slope. This makes a
grid oftwo separate roads running parallel on the hills. It

saves hills from vertical cutting, reduces maintenance
cost and provide a safe passage. 99 - project head

end of 2024,

After the construction of
these tunnels, the distance
between Daulatpur and
Kangra town would be
reduced by seven km. The
total cost of this package
has been estimated to be
Rs 1,100 crore,

Abdul Basit, state head of
the NHAI told The Tribune
that the construction of
small culverts on this phase
had already been complet-
ed. while the construction

of a flyover at the Tanda
bypass was in progress.

Basit said the construe-
tion of the 225-km highway
project between Kanpgra
and Shimla had been divid-
ed into five packages. He
added that the project was a
priority for the NHAT,

The project head said,
“Keeping in mind the frag-
ile hills of the state and
repedted land slides on high-
ways, the Kanpgra-Shimla
highway project would be
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Attendants at the newly installed token counter at zonal hospital in Mandi. 1 sumar

Token machines at Mandi hospital to
facilitate patient registration process

DiPENDER ManTA

THIHIN E SEW 5B HVILE

MANKDI, JUNE 16
Patients and their attendants
visiting the Mandi zonal hospi-
tal have a reason to cheer as a
pravate association of senior
citzens, Citizens Council Man-
di, instalted token machineson
Saturday using its own funds
to ease registration of patients
coming for medical checkup.
Neermj Handa,one of the
members of the council said
this imitiative was made possi-
ble thmugh persistent effoots
of council head O P Kapoor
and hospital officals, Two vol-
unteers will nowassist patients

and thar caregivers at all
times, helping them with
token issuance and repistra-
tion slip for medical checkoup to
reduce the wating queues.
“Additionally, benches
have been set up for com fort-
able seating while patients
and caregivers wait for their
registration shp to  be
processed. Some  benches
were provided by the Munie-
ipal Corporation, while oth-
ers were relocated from less
used areas within the hospi-
tal premises,” he asserted.
Furthemrmore, the Citizens
Councl has allocated Rs 1lakh
frorn its savings for the upkeep

of crematonum  Moksha
Dham in Mandi. This contnbu-
tion was handed over to the
NGO Veer Mandal, which
mantains cremation prounds,
forthe maintenance of smoke-
free pyvre chamber.

Council head OP Kapoor
highhghted that funds which
remained unutilised from last
vears disaster relief efforts
were used for these inmtiatives.
Theaim was to establish a ded-
icated fund for the onpoing
Iocal issues, thereby ading
hospital administration and
other departments in resolving
community challenges effec-
trvely, he said

80% WORK ON ¥1,100 cr
PHASE COMPLETED

u Ewe r 80% construction work of

the Phase-5B package of the
18.3-km stretch between Kangra
and Bhangwar Ranital of the
Kangra-Shimla fourdane project
has I:reen com pleted

'Themmtmcnmﬂfth&tmntuhe

tunnels between Daulatpur &
Kangra is alsa in its final stage and
likely to be opened for traffic before
the end of 2024,

| = With these tunnels, the distance

between Daulatpur and Kangra
town would be reduced by 7 km.

S| ®The total costof the Phase5B

package package has been
estimated to be 1,100 crore,

the first in the state to be
constructed using prid-
based road technology.”
“This will reduce the
maintenance cost and pro-
vide a safe passage. The
grid-based technology
saves hills from vertical cut-
ting. The first lane is con-
structed on a higher slope
and the second lane on a
lower slope. This makes a
grid of two separate roads
running parallel on the
hills,"” the project head said.

A strategic road project,
the four-lane project will
connect six districts of the
state  with Shimla and
bypass major traffic bottle-
necks and towns ke Jwala-
muikhi, Nadaun, Hamirpur,
Ghumarwin, Ghagas, Dar-
laghat and Bilaspur to avoid
the displacement of people.
The 225-km four-lane proj-
ect, when completed. would
reduce the distance
between Kangra and Shim-
Ia by 45 km.

Artistes perform during the Shimla Summer Feshrarﬂn Sunday. TRIBUNE FHOTOS: LALIT KUMAR

Saaj Bhatt rocks 2nd night
of Shimla Summer Festival

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, JUNE LG

The audience could be seen
dancing to the tunes of the
renowned Bolbywood singer
Saaj Bhatt, who left locals
and tourists spellbound with
his performance on the sec-
ond day of the International
SUmmer Festival-2024,
which is being held at the
historic Rid e iIn Shimla.

Singer Anuj Sharma and
Honey Negi also enter-
tained the masses. The
festival also witnessed
various performances by
loeal artists, including
Adityva, who is a visually
impaired boy.

Locals and tourists were
also seen enjoying other
activities and meals at the
Ridge and the Mall during
the festival,

The Speaker of the
Himachal Pradesh Leg-
islative Assembly,

Kuldeep Singh Pathania,
was the chief puest during
the second night of the
festival on Sunday.

A performer on stilts carries a child on the Ridge in Shimla.

Education Minister lays stone of commumty bhawan

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, JUNE 16
Education Minister Rohit
Thakur today laid the
foundation stone of the
community hall at Batad
village in Kathasu gram
panchavat in Shimla dis-
trict. He released Rs 10
lakh for its construction.

Thakur also presided over
the concluding ceremony of
a volleyball tournament in
the village. He said along
with education, sports
played an important role in
the lives of voungsters and
volleyball was a popular
sport in the hills. “Also,
gsports saves youth from
falling into the trap of drug
addiction,” he said.

The Mimster said the

state povernment was com-

mitted to ensuring all-

round development of the
state, especially in the Jub-
bal-Kotkhai Assembly con-
stituency, where develop-
ment works worth erores of
rUpees Were in progress,

He said that around 100
roads would be metalled
this season, and construc-
tion worth Rs 71 crore
would be done. He further
said that the construction
work of 66 KV substation
had also been completed
and a 3-km road at Batad
village had been metalled at
a cost of Rs 36 lakh.

Earlier, Thakur held a meet-
g with Congress workers in
Entkhai and thanked them
for the lead the party got in
the Lok Sabha elections from

Couple, 15 & 16 years
old, found hanging

On Saturday evening, a local
saw a body hanging from the
tree. Upon further inspec-
tion, villagers found another
body hanging from the same
tree, leading to widespread
shock and panic,
Additional Superinten-

dent of Police Yogesh Rol-
ta said the forensic team
had reached the site, and
the bodies were being
gent for postmortem. The
police have registered a
case and investigation
was underway.
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Education Minister Rohit Thakur after laying the foundation stone of the community hall
building at Batad in Kotkhai on Sunday. tTRiBuNE PHOTO

this constituency.
The Minister also met van-

FROM PAGE 1

ous delegations from Kotk hai

area and lhistened to their

problems, assuring them of
solving these at the earhiest.

Himani Chamunda temple in...

the matter to the notice of
the DC, Kangra, and also the
then Urban Development
Minister Sudheer Sharma,
who represents the area,
Sharma had promised to
extend all help for the devel-
opment of the ancient mon-
ument situated at a height of
10,000 feet. but nothing has

been done till date resulting
in inconvenience to the
thousands of pilgrims who
visit the temple.

Shanta Kumar has now
requested Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu,
who has promised to make

Kangra a tourism capital of

the state, to intervene and

to announce a special finan-
cial package for the devel-
opmentof Himani Chamun-
da from the ADB funds. He
has also asked the Chief
Minister to constitute a
high-level committee of offi-
cers s0 that the temple is
developed in a better way
and pilgrims are benefited.

Does state have disaster mitigation plan ready for this monsoon?

RAavINDER S00D

PALAMPUE, JUNE 16

After last vear's flash floods
resulting in massive devasta-
tion in the state, several organ-
isations, NGOs, emaronmen-
tal proups and public bodies
had raised the demand for the
setting up a ‘Disaster Mitiga-
tion Action Plan' before the
onset of monsoons this vear o
cope with the natural disas-
ters that have become a recur
ring phenomenon.

The lukewarm attitude
and irresponsible behaviour
of the offical machmery and
their failure to enforce envi-

ronment laws have been
major roadblocks in turning
the action plan onto a reality.
The TCP Act, labour laws,
and environmental laws are
held to ransom by construe-
tion companies and indus-
trial houses to make fast
buck. Despite the fact that
Himachal falls in seismic
zone (V), the ban on high-
rise buildings is being flout-
ed not only by the public but
government agencies also.
Moreover, the government
and law-enforeing agencies
have their hands tied wait-
ing for the orders of the
courts to come into action.

Hydropower firms, cement plants & fourdaning
pojects played havocwith natural ecosystem

Unfortunately, like
Uttarakhand, the state has
put environment protection
laws at the lowest rung and
allowed power companies
and cement plants to play
havoe with Nature. Unless
and until the environmental
laws are not followed stricthy
the tragedies are bound to
repeat in Himachal.

The fragile natural ecosys-
tem of the state has
received a major blow over
the years with the exploita-

tion of 22000 MW hydro
electrical potential in the
state, 2000 thousand million
tons of hmestone being
quarried for cement plants
and construction of major
fourlane projects in the
state. Most parts of Mandi,
Kinnaur, Kullu, Shimla and
Chamba districts have
become prone to large scale
landslides and flash floods
because of reckless cutting
of hills, blasting of rocks
and deforestation to make

way for power projects.

It may be recalled that
Himachal falls among the
first five disaster prone states
of the country vis-a-vis natu-
ral hazards like earthquakes,
flash floods trigpered by
cloudbursts, landslides, ava-
Linches and forest fires.

In the devastating mon-
soon in 2023, owver 500
human lives were lost and
property worth Rs 10,000
crore  was damapged or
washed away. The loss of
Irvestock, natural wealth
inchuding forest cover (trees)
and fertile soil accounts for
over Hs 1800 crore.

In the last ten vears, over
forty major cloudbursts and
flash floods were reported
from different parts of the
state in which over 4.000
human lives were lost, and
property worth Rs 25.000
crore was damaged or got
washed awawv.

The disaster of the intensity
and mapnitude as last vear
must foree the state to rethink
and evolve a strategy to com-
bat the aftermath of natumal
disasters and put a well
devised disaster mitigation
plan (fully fundtional at the
prassmoots level) intothe action
wherever the need anses.

During the 2023 monsoon, over 500 lives were lost and property
worth Rs 10,000 crore damaged or washed away in HP. ALErHoTO
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Endeto-be Amy Jackson celebrated her
bachelorette partywith herfriendsona
private jetin France She worea chicwhite
suit, sun hat and netted white gloves.
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These actresses in bold, cunning and menacing avatars have redefined how we see women villains on the big screen

THE DARK RECESS: Parul Gulati — Sience 2
Parul Gulati made a striking impres-
sion with her role in the thriller.
ailence., Known for her work in web
series and television, Parul's transition
to a dark and complex character was
amazing, Her portrayal of a cunning
and manipulative antagonist show-
cased her ability to dive deep into the
psyche of her character, delivering a
performance that was
both chiling and
captivating.

Mouni Roy

MOVIE REVIEW .

N an industry often dominated by heroie
narratives, aselect few female actors have
turned the tables, bringing depth, nuance,
and unforgettable charisma to their vil-
lainous roles. These performances not
only challenge the stereotvpes of female
characters in anema but also showease the
extraordinary range and talent of these
aciresses.
Here's a closer look at some remarkable
performances where leading ladies have
owned the sereen as the antagonists.

MEET THE SORCERESS

Mouni Roy — Brahmastra: Part One - Shiva
Mouni Roy's role as the dark sorceress Junoon
in Brahmastra marked a sipgnificant departure
f'rom her earber roles. Known for her work in
television. Roy embraced the challenge of play-
ing a powerful and simister villain with remark-
able ease. Her portraval of Junoon, a character
driven by ambition and dark ness, was both
visually and emotionally impactful.

RUTHLESS & VULNERABLE

Vidya Balan - Ishgiya & Neeyat
Vidva Balan is known for her
unconventional roles, and her per-
formances in Ishgma and Neeyat
are perfect examples ofher feadess
apprach to acting. In Ishquya, Bal-

Vidya Balan

whenl@I'TOr B
has aprelly

face

an plaved Krishna a widow with a nyysternous
and danperous side. Her nuanced performance
brought a blend of vulnembility and ruthless-
ness, making Knshna an unforgettable charac-
ter In Neevat, Vidva stepped into the shoes of a
cunning and caleulating villain with aplomb.

MASTER OF THE GAME

Tabu - Andhadhun & Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2

Tabu has long been celebrated for her ver-
gatility, and her roles in Andhadhun and
Bhool Bhulaiyoa 2 have solidified her sta-
tus as a masterful villain. In Andhadhun,
she plaved Simi, a morally ambiguous
character whose actions drove the film's
suspenseful plot.

In Bhool Bhulawyaa 2, Tabu took on a
dual role, showcasing her exceptional
range. Her portrayval of the vengeful spirit
Manjulikawas a tour de force. She blended
horror and empathy in a way that few could

achieve. Her performance was both
haunting and poignant.

COMIC & CHARISMATIC
Richa Chadha - Fukrey

Bholi Punjaban in the Fukrey
film series is a testament to
her incredible acting
prowess, As the tough and

Richa Chadha's portrayal of

1

street-smart antagonist, Richa

brought a blend of humour and
menace to the role, making
Bholi Punjaban a memorable

character. Her performance

marked by a perfect balance of
comedic timing and ruthless deter-

mination, endearing her to

ences while also keeping them on

edge. Richa's charismatic pe

ance was a key factor in the success
— Dharam Pal

all three parts of Fukrey.

Tabu

Wis

audi-

riorm-

Richa Chadha

SECRETWEAPON

Konkona Sen Sharma - Killer Soup
Konkona Sen Sharma's perform-
ance mn Killer Soup was a master-
class mm understated menace.
Enown for her eritically acelaimed
roles in mdependent cinema,
Sharma brought a quiet but terri-
fying presence to her character
Her portrayal of a seemingly
benign individual who hides a
dark and deadly secret was both
chilhng and compelling.
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Shoot-ready

Salman Khan will soon
film Sikandar. The film
Salman Khan and Sajid
Madiadwala. Directed by
AR. Murugadaess, the
filmissetto

next Eid.

Sonam sh

Film: KUIN HARYANE VAL DI

Director: Rakesh Dhawan

Cast Ammy Yirk, 3onam Bajwa, Yashpal Sharma,
Yogra) singh, Ajay Hooda, Hardeep Gill, Honey Mattu,
seema Kaushal, Mahabir Bhullar and Manpreet Dolly
Rating: %% .

SHEETAL

Punjabi cinema has become inclusive
and the latest theatrical offering, Kudi
Haryane Val Di, is an example. With
Ammy Virk and Sonam Bajwa as
his lead actors, writer-director
Rakesh Dhawan shiftshis focus on
the villapes of Harvana. The
director-actor duo, Rakesh and
Ammy, earlier gave a hit film,
Aaja Mexico Challiye (2022).
In Kud: Hargane Val Dai.

Ammy plays Shivjot, who comes from a famai-
Iv of pehabvans but has never stepped inside
an akhada. Destiny plays its part and he is
forced to accompany his father's students to
Harvana for a wresting match. There he
meets Neelam (Sonam), a daughter of a pehal-
wan (Yashpal Sharma), and promptly falls in
Iove with her There's no love story without
obstacles and here we have many. This come-
dy of error sticks imtially but drags on after
some time and we can't help but wait for the
interval The story 18 predictable and the
sereenplay 15 a tad too lengthy, The subplot
mvolving Yograj Singh is supposed to provide
us with comic relief but unfortunately; it does-
n't. The director's effort to give us a chmax
along the lines of popular comedy films such
as Hera Phen and Hungoma falls flat.

Kudos to Sonam Bapwa for nalling the
Harvana girl Neelam's character. To play a

Ines Inthis rom-com

daughter to veteran actor Yashpal Sharma, who
15 a true-bred Harvama, needs proper home-
work, espedally with diction and dialect, and
Sonam does a convineing job. Ammy plays his
usual self, a Punjabi munda who wears his
heart on his sleeve, He chases his gid and
wins our hearts while doing that. Ammy
with his punches and comic timing
gstands out from the rest. There are
moments that evoke genu ine laughter

The background music does noth-
ing to enhance the viewing experi
ence, Even the songs are avemge —
rather forgettable, except for one song
which is filmed on Sonam m a
Harvanvi folk dress. Sonam has defi-
nitely earned some Harvani fans
with this one. It's a one-time watch,
for the effort of the director and the
actors to bring something new:.

Varun Dhawan shares
first photo of daughter
as he celebrates
Father’s Day

Actor Varun Dhawan wel-
comed his first born, a baby
girl, with wife, Natasha
Dalal on June 3, On Sunday
on the oceasion of Father's
Day, he posted an adorable
first glimpse of his baby
girl. He is seen holding his
daughter’s tiny hand and in
another picture holding the
paw of his pet dog, Joey.

The post is captioned,
“Happy Father's Day DMy
father taught me that the
best way to celebrate this
day 15 by going out there and
working for yvour family, so
I'll be domng just that. Could-
n't be happier to be a girl
dad.” The post left the inter-
netin aweof Varun's love for
his new-born daupghter.

The ‘new’ dad is set to
play the lead in Baby John,
an action drama directed by
Kalees, — IANS

‘It means
the world’

Emilia Clarke on starring
in GOT and the love she

receives for it even today

Game of Thromes star Emilia
Clarke recalled starnng in the
iconie series m which she por-
tmayed Daenerys Targaryen.
She shared that it, ‘means the
world' and fans have show-
ered 50 much love and appre-
cation to the series that she
fed s more attached toit.

ahe sad, “The mome dis-
tance I have from GOT, the
mare I can quantify it. When [
gtarted, I didn’t know what 1
was doing. Now, as more and
more time goes between itand
me domgit, the more T'm like,
thatwas incredibly special and
that was incredibly mre” The
fantasy drama ran for eight
seasons from 2001 to 2019,
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